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THE MODERN IDENTITY CHANGER 
How to Create a New Identity for 

Privacy and Personal Freedom 
by Sheldon Charrett 

Finally, here is an all-new instruction book 
on how to obtain a new identity, produce 
supporting documents for it and use ii 
safely in today's society. Learn how lo get 
Social Security numbers, driver's licenses 
and more. For academic study only. 5 1 /2 
x 8 1/2, softcover, illus., 152 pp. 
#10008712 $20.00 

DO-IT-YOURSELF MEDICINE 
How to Find and Use the Most Effective 
Antibiotics, Painkillers, Anesthetics, and 
Other Miracle Drugs ... Without Costly 

Doctors' Prescriptions or Hospitals 
by Ragnar Benson 

Ragnar gives you precise instructions for 
securing and using the very latest drugs 
and supplies from mail order suppliers, 
animal health centers, military dispensaries 
foreign pharmacies, and other unusual 
sources. 5 t/2 x 8 1/2, softcover. photos, 
illus., 128 pp. 
#10008266 $20.00 

ACQUIRING NEW ID 
How to Easily Use the Latest 

Computer Technology to Drop Out, 
Start Over, and Get On with Your Life 

by Ragnar Benson 
Forget about using the old "dead-baby's 
birlh-certificate" ruse to get new ID. 
Everyone's on to that Irick. What you need 
is the 'know-how to make your own docu
ments on a home compuler. And by follow
ing the simple instructions in here, you 
can. 51/2 x 81/2, sottcover, photos, illus .. 
152 pp. 
#10006005 $20.00 

RAGNAR'S ACTION ENCYCLOPEDIA 
OF PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES, 
Volume 1, Revised Edition 

by Ragnar Benson 
Learn how to build weapons. trap anything 
that moves. drop out of the rat race, protect 
your privacy. elude the bad guys, defend 
yourself, change identities, land a job and 
live well - as well as a little bi! about every
thing else that mighl be important. 8 1 /2 x 
11, soflcover, photos. illus .. 344 pp. 
#10011096 $35.00 
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SOG: A PHOTO HISTORY 
OF THE SECRET WARS 

by John L. Plaster 
This is the book that the U.S. government 
never intended for anyone to see! A com
panion photo history to SOG: The Secret 
Wars of America's Commandos in 
Vietnam, it was compiled from the per
sonal collections of SOG men themselves. 
It contains 700 photos - most never seen 
or published before. See for yourself what 
SOG was all about. 8 1/2 x 11, hardcover, 
photos. 496 pp. 
#10011187 $79.95 

GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 

of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 

A hilarious overview of the methods people 
use to get even with big business. govern
menl and enemies. These dirty tricks range 
from the simple lo the elaborate, including 
more sophislicaled schemes devised by 
CIA and Malia members and polilical dirty 
tricksters. For entertainment purposes 
only. 5 1 /2 x 8 1 /2, hardcover, 208 pp. 
#10002400 S19.95 

GUERRILLAS IN THE MIST 
A Battlefield Guide to 
Clandestine Warfare 

by Bob Newman 
Foreword by Robert K. Brown 

Learn every lace! of the grim, violent world 
ol guerrilla warfare: basic fieldcratt; mines 
and booby traps; lunnel construction and 
strategy; ambushes; urban and nocturnal 
tactics; interrogation, indoctrination and 
exploitation; psyops; and more. For aca
demic sludy only. 5 1 /2 x 8 1 /2, so It cover, 
photos, illus .. 232 pp. 
#10008720 $22.00 

JUST SAY NO TO DRUG TESTS 
How to Beat the Whiz Quiz 

by Ed Carson 
Urinalysis is a blatant ~olation of human 
freedom and dignity, and now you can fight 
back' Ed Garson, who handled drug testing 
for a large U.S. military base, reveals how 
the lests are done and how to beat them. He 
did ii successfully for eight years using the 
exact methods outlined in this book. Find out 
how to preserve your life-style and keep 
your job. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, soflcover, 48 pp. 
#1 0003754 $15.00 

Revenge 
Encyclopedia 

REVISED ANO UPDATED 

CREDIT 
SECRETS ... 
How to Erase 
8"dCredit 

THE REVENGE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
This is the mother of all revenge books' 
You'd have to buy more than 25 books to 
get all the wit and wisdom contained in this 
compilation from the best of Paladin 's 
revenge books. Don't be fooled by cheap 
imitators that claim to know how to get 
even. Paladin is still your revenge source 
when you need to even the score with nosy 
neighbors, bungling bureaucrats. snarly 
clerks or other pests. For enle1tainment pur
poses only. 8 1 /2 x 11, soft cover, 120 pp. 
#10001675 $25.00 

CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 

Revised and Updated 
by Bob Hammond 

This expanded Credit Secrets will save 
you ll1ousands of dollars in fees, finance 
charges and interest payments as you 
learn lhe very latest techniques to get rid of 
debt once and for all and establish good 
credit. Discover proven tricks used by 
lawyers, credit counselors and other pros 
who charge handsomely for tl1eir services. 
51 /2 x 8 1/2, soflcover, 136 pp. 
#10008878 $17.00 

THE WHOLE SPY CATALOG 
by Lee Lapin 

The Whole Spy Catalog shows you 
exaclly how to hire an ex-KGB agenl, order 
a photo of anyplace on earth anytime dur
ing the last 20 years, gel an instant back
ground check on anyone, open a door from 
100 feet away, subscribe lo an in-house 
FBI newsleller, order and install the latest 
electronic surveillance gear and many 
more tricks lo trace , track. surveil and 
investigate anyone or anything. 8 1/2x11, 
soflcover, pholos, illus., 448 pp. 
#10005536 $44.95 

NEW 1.0. IN AMERICA 
by Anonymous 

Want one more chance at life with a "clean 
slate"? Trade in your old identity for a new 
start. Here is a step-by-step guide to creat
ing a totally new you - with a birth certifi
cate, passport, driver's license. Social 
Security number - all you need for breaking 
with your past. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, sottcover, 
illus., 120 pp. 
#10001 006 S18.00 
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If You Don't Vote Like a Gun Owner, You Suck 

A s has been obvious to all, my devo
tion to the Second Amendment as 
the cornerstone of our Bill Of 

Rights and its survival has been my greatest 
cause. I place such importance on this, that 
I am devoting my column in our 25th 
Anniversary Issue not to SOF' s history, but 
to our nation's future. This is reprinted with 
permission from Mike Dillon 's Blue Press 
(www.dillonprecision.com). 

- R.K.B. 

According to most estimates, there are 
between 75 and 80 million adult gun owners 
in the United States. That's more people than 
voted in the last presidential election. So why 
is it, when there are so many gun owners, that 
we are not the dominant voting bloc in this 
coulllry? Because most of that 75-80 million 
are stupid, lazy, hypocritical barlbags. Well , 
I'd like to say something to that group. 

Sure, you drive around in a pickup truck 
with a gun rack and some hairy-chested 
bumper stickers, and you talk big at the gun 
shop or the Legion Hall. But will you shell out 
$35 and join the NRA? Oh, you don ' t agree 
with the NRA's stance on this or that, or the 
NRA is too soft on something or too unyield
ing on something else? Or maybe long ago the 
NRA didn ' t send you your free cap or bullet 
key ring on time. Well, you know what? 
That's a dumb cop-out and you're an asshole. 
Whether you like it or not, the NRA is the 
only ... I repeat only, effective representation 
you have in the cesspool of Washington poli
tics. Even the NRA's worst enemies - your 
worst enemies if you have the capacity to 
think about it- agree that it's one of the most 
powerful lobbying forces on Capitol Hill. 
That means no one else fights your battles for 
you better, and if you don ' t understand that 
simple fact, you ' re too dumb to exist! 

Okay, you don ' t give a damn about the 
NRA but you still want to keep your guns. So 
why, in the name of all that is holy, do you 
vote for anti-gun candidates? Oh, you don ' t? 
So who does? Maybe it's all those other peo
ple who were voting while you were sucking 

a brewski and watching the game on TV. Or 
maybe you ' re a good union guy, and the union 
votes Democrat. Some years ago, Mario 
Cuomo, a dedicated anti-gunner who hap
pened to be Governor of New York, described 
gun owners in a most uncomplimentary fash
ion. But the most damning thing he said about 
gun owners is that they don't vote, and, there
fore , should not be considered as a factor in 
any election. How about that? Mario Cuomo 
is a Liberal Democrat and, as such, is wrong 
about most eve1ything, but he's absolutely 
right about you. And I can prove it. If you 
non-voting gun owners in New York state did 
get off your asses and vote like gun owners, 
obscenities like Maiio Cuomo couldn't even 
be elected as dogcatcher. The same goes for 
Charles Schumer; he wasn 't bad enough as a 
congressman from Brooklyn; you dumb 
schmucks had to let him become a senator! 
Who's next . . . Hillary? 

Then there 's my old home state of 
Massachusetts. Over one million Massa
chusetts gun owners must be really proud to 
claim Teddy Kennedy as their senator. And 
John Ken-y, the Kennedy clone, is no better. 
The entire Massachusetts congressional dele
gation, both gay and straight, is anti-gun. And 
you Bay State gun owners m·e the dildos that 
put them in office! Because you sat on your 
fat asses, you 've got Chapter 180 - aptly 
named because it turns your gun rights around 
180 degrees - and you've got an attorney 
general who wants to be governor and thinks 
every handgun is a faulty consumer product. 
Once again, Massachusetts gun owners, 
where were you on election day? 

Look at every state with asinine, repres
sive gun laws and a preponderance of anti
gun politicians - California, New Jersey, 
Connecticut, Mm·yland to cite several horrible 
exm11ples - and you will find enough gun 
owners to form an unbeatable voting bloc, if 
they would get their thumbs out of their butts 
and vote, for a change. Jeez, what a concept! 

We all know the excuses: I'm too busy, 

Continued on page 98 
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White House: Don't Ask, Don't Bleat 
While the Dems and the muck shovelers of Hollywood were 

gamboli ng about selling a two-faced line of family values to con
ventioneers in Los Angeles, World Net Daily was breaking a story by 
Washington Bureau Chief Paul Sperry of what the Y2K computer
upgrade technicians found upon reviewing Clintonistas' machines in 
th_e West Wing of the White House: Staffers spending a lot of gov
ernment time - and risking security - bringing "teen-age" "gay" 
and "bestial" (as in, "donkeys, goats, dogs") real-time porno videos 
through computer-system firewalls. 

Well, maybe it 's not all bad news . At least while these sickos 
were giv ing themselves a local on company time, they weren't 
busy destroying the Bill of Rights , gutting our defense capabili
ty, plotting more armed assaults on eccentric religious groups , or 
carrying out the other appalling programs of the Clinton 
Administration. 

Both Clinton and Gore have mouthed denouncements of cyber
pom, and pushed so-called "E-chips" to block the internet 's "pur
veyors of pornography," as Gore called them last year. 

To which we have three questions: 
• Does this include the White House? 
•Are. PETA and Friends of the Animals for or against this? 
• Just exactly what does the Democrat party mean by "inclusive"? 

At the recent NRA Convention in Charlotte, SOF Publisher Robert K. 
Brown (center) met with Col. Lew Millett, MOH (right) and Governor Joe 
Foss, MOH (far left). Don't miss Col. Millett's story "A Cut Above the 
Rest," starting on page 56. 

Million Moll March: Screaming Hypocrisy #2 
According to a story in the Washington Post, one Barbara 

Lipscomb, an organizer of the "Million Mom March," was charged 
with assault with intent to kill for shooting a man whom she 
"believed to have caused her son's death." It gets better: It was later 
determined that she had shot the wrong man. It gets even better: 
Police recovered three handguns and a TEC-9 at her home. 

Meanwhile, From the Land of the Holocaust ... 
Two lawyers from Bavaria, a Christian Sailer and a Gert-Joachim 

Hetzel , have petitioned German Family Minister Christine 

Bergmann to reclassify the Bible as a book "considered too danger
ous for children because of its violent content." Wow. Even worse 
than Grimm's Fairy Tales? 

OK. But let's start with the nightly news, and then maybe we' II 
consider hiding the hi story of Nazi Germany and other gory tales to 
which there is no point. 

And Don't Download the Pomo, Either 
The USG's current problem of laptops with legs has been exac

erbated by the disappearance of a laptop loaded with "highly classi
fied information," from a sixth-floor conference room at the State 
Department's Bureau of Intelligence and Research. 

Spokesman Richard Boucher announced a $25,000 reward for 
information leading to the recovery of the laptop, saying he hoped 
the reward would generate leads of use to the FBI and State 
Department's Bureau of Diplomatic Security. Boucher said the dis
appearance of the laptop was a "potentially serious breach of securi
ty." Other officials told reporters that the computer contained infor
mation on the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, and on 
technologies for launching such weapons. 

If you see a black Dell laptop with a five-digit serial number end
ing in "Q," located on a sticker on the back near the ports, you are 
officially encouraged to contact the State Department at 202-647-
7277. It is not certain if the machine was misplaced or stolen, and if 
it stolen whether it were stolen for the classified information it con
tains or for its value as a computer. 

Smoke and Mayhem 
Agents from the FBI, BATF, INS and CIA raided homes and 

businesses in Charlotte, Kannapolis and Matthews, arresting 18 and 
seizing computers, papers and cases of cigarettes. Of those arrested, 
17 were illegal aliens and 12 were from Lebanon. Federal agents 
said the ring was smuggling cigarettes and using the profits to 
bankroll an international terrorist organization. Those arrested face 
charges of money laundering, smuggling, and conspiracy. 

Identified as the group's ringleader was Mohammad Youssef 
Hamrnoud, who sources indicated was well connected to Hezbollah 
members in Lebanon and is believed to have gone through 
Hezbollah-sponsored training. In affidavits filed in corn1ection with 
the case, a source was quoted as believing " ... that if Hezbollah 
issued an authorization to execute a terrorist act in the United States, 
Mohammad Hammoud would not hesitate in carrying it out." 
Investigations in the case continue as we go to press. 

Conspicuous Gallantry ... and Chutzpah 
According to a story in the Newport News Daily Press, by Jim 

Spencer, the Air Force has passed out 246 Bronze Star medals -
192 to field grade officers - for "participation in the Kosovo cam
paign" to hundreds of recipients who never even got close to 
Kosovo. Wrote Spencer, " ... a dozen of the warriors .. . never left 
Missouri. One "fought" from Dayton, Ohio. Four others gutted it out 
at the Pentagon. And another 212 received recognition for fighting in 
Kosovo while in Italy, England, Germany and Spain." 

Does seem the USAF medal-grinders might be stretching things 
a bit, although in all fairness, under "Criteria," paragraph C of the 
regs states, "Awards may be made to recognize single acts of merit 
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or meritorious service ... " 
Interestingly, the Bronze Star was initi

ated during WWII as an award specifically 
for the grunts, the guys in the mud and the 
blood, who felt slighted when the Air Medal 
was initiated for those in the Army Air 
Corps risking their necks overhead. 

In closing, Spencer proposed a new 
medal: " ... the Tin Star. Destined to become 
America's fifth-highest combat decoration, 
th.is award will go to the public affairs offi
cers who will soon be policing nosy 
reporters asking questions about the disper
sal of gratuitous medals." 

No Yellow Journalism? 
After considerable uproar - including 

proposed legislation (the Chinese News 
Agency Divestiture Act of 2000, and a 
House amendment to the State Department 
Appropriations Bill), the Xinhua News 
Agency is selling the Pentagon Ridge 
Apartments property at 1515 Arlington 
Ridge in Arlington, Va. , which it bought 
without notifying the State Department as 
required by the U.S. Foreign Missions Act. 
Their purchase of the property, on high 
ground near the Pentagon, stirred consider
able concern that the government-owned 
"News Agency" would be in a position to 
use the property as a base for spying on the 
Pentagon. Chinese representatives denied 
there was any basis for concern, although 
Congressman David Vitter called the build
ing "a spy tower ideally suited to capturing 
our military secrets." The Vitter 
Amendment to the 2001 appropriations bill 
passed on a vote of 367-34 with seven vot
ing "present." 

Described by Western intelligence 
experts as a front for the Chinese Ministry 
of State Security (MSS), Xinhua also func
tions as a commercial news agency. The 
function of the MSS is to conduct security 
operations at home, and espionage ops 
overseas. 

•Brit Owners To Sell S&W 
Smith & Wesson Corporation, claimed 

to be the largest U.S. manufacturer of hand
guns , is being put up for sale by the 
London-based Tompkins PLC. With its core 
business being auto parts and home-build
ing materials, Tompkins said it will divest 
itself of S&W and various food-oriented 
businesses. 

The prospect that Tompkins will unload 
S&W raised concerns among state and fed
eral officials that successors might renege 
on its highly controversial deals with offi
cials. The deals, made to garner a safe 
haven for S&W against possible liability 
suits, as proposed by various government 
officials against various segments of the 
firearms industry, were not greeted favor
ably by the gun-owning public. "The Deal" 
struck last March has made S&W an indus
try and consumer pariah, and if the deal is 
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Even if you strip away its claims to fame, 
the SIG Classic is still the best in the world. 

1-Patented automatic firing pin lock unlocks 
firing pin only when trigger is pulled. 

2-Frame-mounted decockin~ lever safely 
lowers hammer to safety intercept notch. 

3-Safety intercept notch locks hammer 
away from firing pin. 

Forget that the SIG Classic Pistols led the semi-auto revolution and are carried by the U.S. Navy SEALS and other elite units 

around the world. Just look at it like a gw1S1nith and you' ll see functional quality in every detail. And you can 

get that quality in full-size, compact and personal-size SIG Classic models, in a range of calibers from .380 to 

.45 ACP. Don't get a SIG Classic just because it's fan1ous. Do a thorough analysis, study the details, handle 

and fire different models and then pick SIG for the right reason: because you know it'll be 

there when it counts. SIG Arms Inc., Corporate Park, 

@ ~!l!'i~ COUNTS Exeter, NH 03833, Phone: 603-772-2302, www.siganns.com 
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Serious tools designed and built to go where you go and do what 

you need them to do- everyday. Made of some of the most 

advanced materials available, Benchmade knives are on active duty 

all around the world. From field proven automatics, hard-nosed 

fixed blades and ambidextrous single-hand operational folders, 

Benchmade is using ultra-modern technology to manufacture the 

ultimate cutting edged tools. So next time duty calls make sure 

you're ready- make sure it's a Benchmade. Proudly USA made! 

BENCHMADE KNIFE COMPANY, INC • 800.800.7427 • www.benchmade.com 

made part and parcel of any sales agreement 
to subsequent owners, the company may 
well not be a marketable item. 

Now There's a Soldier 
When an increasing proportion of new 

recruits never make it through basic train
ing, and a staggering number do not com
plete their term of enlistment, it is refreshing 
to recall the case of Jean Theurel, who was 
probably the most dedicated "G.I." of all 
time. He first enlisted in the French Army to 
fight the Dutch in 1699 at the age of 15. He 
remained on active duty, distinguishing him
self in hundreds of various battles, until he 
was deactivated in 1802 at the age of 118, by 
the Emperor Napoleon. Theurel is believed 
to be the only soldier to have served in three 
centuries. 

Help a Helper 
Bonnie Kline continues her legal strug

gle against the Clinton-Gore Administra
tion. Her workplace was transformed into 
hellishly hostile environs after she testified 
truthfully at Congressional hearings on a 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service scandal 
where hunting and fishing excise taxes were 
illegally diverted into political slush funds 
(see "Taxation With Misrepresentation," 
October ' 00). Kline narrowly avoided evic
tion from her home since you last read about 
her, and she is going further in debt so her 
daughter can enroll this fall at the University 
of Virginia, in Charlottesville. She hasn 't 
gotten a government paycheck since 
February and desperately needs your 
prayers and financial support. Contributions 
may be sent to: The Bonnie Kline Legal 
Assistance Fund, c/o Robinson & Associates 
Law Office, The Title Building, 110 St. Paul 
Street, Dept. SOP/Suite 302, Baltimore, MD 
21202. It's a crying shame when those who 
act in the public interest get plowed under. 
Do what you can. 

Prestigious Award for SOF 
Although perhaps not the biggest paper 

in SOF's hometown of Boulder, Colorado, 
the Boulder Weekly is obviously one of the 
more insightful, as it recently awarded SOF 
Magazine Headquarters the "Best of 
Boulder" award for the Best Dead Animal 
Collection. The referenced collection repre
sent the remains from various African 
safaris, and does not, as mentioned in the 
story, contain a shrunken human head. What 
their examination must have seen was one of 
the editors. 

Finding SOF 
SOF was recently approved for distribu

tion in the following major retail chains in 
the Southeast: Cub Foods, Food Lion, 
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AIRWOLF: COACH: SANFORD 
THE COLLECTOR'S EDmON THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION AND SON: 
Each video contains Each video contains THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION 
2 high-flying hour-long 4 well-played half-hour Each video contains Each video contains 4 side-
episodes. episodes. 2 hour-long episodes of splitting half-hour episodes. 
Product # 4HY Product # ZLH mean, green action. Product # OHE 

Product # ZR6 

THEA-TEAM: CRIME STORY: ROD SERLING'S THE TWILIGHT 
THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION NIGHT GALLERY: ZONE®: 
Your first video contains the Your first video is the two-hour ··' THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION 
two-hour series pilot. Each series pilot. Future videos Each video contains 2 Each video contains two hours 
video contains 2 hour-long contain 2 gritty hour-long terrifying hours. of mind-bending episodes. 
action-packed episodes. episodes. Product # OF6 Product # OR6 
Product # R03 Product # 5NL 

BARNEY MILLER: GOOD TIMES: MIAMI VICE: WALKER, TEXAS 
THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION THE CoLLECTOR's EDmoN RANGER: 
Each video contains Each video contains Your first video contains the THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION 
4 riotous half-hour episodes. 4 Dyn-0-Mite half-hour two-hour series pilot. Future Each video contains 2 hour-
Product # 01 K episodes. videos contain 2 hour-long long episodes of rugged action. 

Product # OBX episodes. Product# 5NW 
Product # OEA I THE HONEYMOONERS: HAVE GUN- I RAWfflDE: WONDER WOMAN: 

THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION WILL TRAVEL®: THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION 
Each video contains 2 half- THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION Each video contains Each video contains 
hour episodes that will send Each video contains 2 hour-long episodes 2 hour-long episodes of 
you "to 'da moon!" Future 4 gunslingin' half-hour of Old West intrigue. 

** golden-lasso action. 
videos are $14.95 each. episodes. Product # OFV J Product # VAK 
Product # OCZ Product # OCD 
CHARLIE'S ANGELS: THE BEST OF LOONEY TUNES™: 
THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION JAPANESE ANIME II THE COLLECTOR'S EDITION 
Each video contains 2 hour- Your first video is Wrath of the Each video contains 12 to 14 
long episodes of curvaceous Ninja. Future videos contain ~ : shorts of classic Warner Bros. Each video contains one hour 
crimefighters. 1 feature-length film and are animation. of pile-driving matches. Future 
Product # 2H5 $19.95 - $24.95. WARNING: Product # WXN videos are $14.95 each. 

- fliffi =.Atf:s~1~!::7~~ For Mature Audiences. 'LOONEYTlmE~characters, names and 
Product # ZR9 all related indicia are trademarks of 

- - Productions.AllRightsReserved. Product # 020 Warner Bros. o 2000. 
Toetach Here T 

Choose Your First Video for Just $4.95 ~~uJ;~;p~~8 
Order online: 

www.columbiahouse.com/vl 
Order to/I-free 24 hoU/s a day: 1-800-538-7766 

EJ To ensure you get this great 
offer-use this savings 

code when orrlering. 

~ 
~ 
© 2000 The Columbia House Company 

I DYES I Send my first video from 
• the series I've chosen for a 

I 
Free 10-Day Preview. If I choose to keep it, 
I'll pay just $4.95 plus $3.99 delivery. If I am 
not totally satisfied, I will return~ ~in 10 
days ~ no further obligation. Otherwise, I'll 
receive another video to the series I've 
selected about every 4 to 6 weeks for just 
$19.95 (unless otherwise noted) plus deliv· 
ery. I keep only the ones I want, can cancel 
anytime with no further obligation, and I'll 
always have 10 days to preview each video 
absolutely risk-free. 

MAIL TO: I Columbia House Video Library, Dept BSML, 
P.O. Box 1112, Terre Haute, IN 47811 

Product # Series Title 

DMr. DMrs.DMs. 

Address Apl 

City State Zip 

Phone ( Age 
138) 

Email 

Important You must be 18 years of age or older and verify your age in the indicated space for 
your request to be processed. Note: All applications are subject to review. Columbia House 
reserves the right to request additional information. to rejec: any application, or to cancel any 
membership. Canadian residents will be serviced from Toronto; offer may vary. Applicable tax 
added to all orders. 
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Ingles, Kroger, Piggly Wiggly, Winn Dixie, 
Harris Teeter, Hannaford, Eckerd and Circle 
K. Look for it there when you pop in for 
some biscuits. 

SOF readers in the Midwest will be able 
to find us in all 400 Dairymart convenience 
stores, starting with the October 2000 issue. 

However, our distributors have been 
meeting with fierce resistance from Publix 
Supermarkets. If you are in one of their 
stores, politely ask why SOF is not avail
able and request that the store manager 
order copies: Customer requests are given 
hi gh priority by store managers. 

Real "Survivors" 
If you are genuinely interested in jun

gle survival , but not particularly 
impressed with the popular but wi ldl y 
unreali st ic soap-opera currently on TV, 
check this out: at the 2000 SOF Conven
tion in Las Vegas this 11-15 October, 
Randall ' s Adventure and Training will 
g ive away an a ll-expense paid trip 
(including air fare from Atlanta) to the 
Amazon jungles for a real jungle survival 
training class with the Peruvian military. 

Jeff Randall , owner of Randall 's 
Adventure and Training, has spent many 
years in the Peruvian jungles working wi th 
local villagers and military personnel. His 
company and c lients have been in vited by 
the Peruvian Air Force's Escuela de 
Supervivencia en la Selva (Jungle Survival 
Schoo l) to participate and graduate from 
their school. 

The c lass wi ll run from 24 March - 3 
April 200 I in Iquitos, Peru and the sur
rounding jungles of the Amazon ri ver. For 
more information, contact: Jeff Randall , 60 
Randall R. , Gallant, AL 35972; of visit the 
web site www.jungletraining.com . 

Righteous Rap 
If you think Wolfgang Mozart is an 

animal rights group and John PhilLip 
Souza is a record-breaking home-run hi t
ter, do we have some sound s for you. 
Even if yo ur regu lar diet is Bach, 
Beethoven and Benny Goodman , you just 
gotta love a hip-hop CD featuring titles 
such as "Gun Control is Racist, " "Liberal 
Democrats are Raci st," "Liberal 
Democrat Education is Wack," "Liberal 
Hollywood Hypocrites ," "Com muni st 
Coddlers ," "Section 705 The Liberal 
Choke Hold" and JS others , such as - no 
less - the "Bi ll of Rights ." Now this is a 
CD that can rattle your car windows with 
something worth hearing. 

Racism Exposed is produced by Don 
Kennedy and Rocco Gotti and stars hip-hop 
performer Shoanna Zealand, with singer 
Tionna Day. Released by CORAD Records 
(888 -850-5087 ; or on the web at 
www.coradpress.com), "Racism Exposed" 
is avai lable at Best Buy, or your local 
record store. Ask for it! )lZ" 
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Professional Modet"' 

All SPRINGFIELD® PISTOLS 
NOW COME LOADED! 

Light Weight 
Delta '" 

Hammer 

Extended 
Thumb Safety 

Novak® 
Patented Low 
Profile Sights 

Tactical 
Beavertail 

Front & Rear 
Cocking 

Serrations 
Hammer Forged 

Premium Azr 
Gauged Barrel 

Flat 
Mainspring 

Housing 

Coco bolo 
Grips 

Full Length 
Guide Rod 

Machine Bevelled 
Magwell Full-Size Stainless 1911-Al 

NOBODY CAN COMPETE WITH THE FEATURES, 
QUALITY, AND PRICE OF SPRINGFIELD'S 
"LOADED" 1911 ••• NOBODY! 
The Federal Bureau Of Investigation (FBI) has officially adopted 
Springfield Armory's 1911-Al pistol, resulting in the largest-ever 
single contract of its kind with the FBI. Springfield now produces 
all of their 1911 model pistols with many of the same proprietary 
FBI features. The result is superb accuracy, dependability, and 
increruble value. 

LOAD IT UP! 
For a limited time, Springfield's "Loaded" 1911 s will come with 
a Consumer Coupon worth hundreds of dollars in savings on 
the most desirable accessories including magazines, holsters, 
scope mounts, ammunition, training, etc. See your retailer, visit 
us on our website at www.springfield-armory.com, or contact 
Springfield Armory today. 

Send S.A.S.E. to get free "Loaded " info. 
Send $4.95 to get Springfield 's complete products 
catalog and optics VHS sales video. 

Be a responsible gun owner. 
Use it safely, store it securely, 

and always transfer a gun 
responsibly and legally. 

--->~ ·--
The Oldest Name In American Firearms 

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY® 
Springfield Inc. • 420 West Main St. • Geneseo, 1161254 

ToU Free 800-680-6866 • Phone 309-944-5631 •Fax 309-944-3676 
www.springfield-aimory.com 

Copyright 1999. Contents propert y of Springfield , Inc. All rights reserved 

) ., 
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Lock on to the latest thinking on weapons and the people 

who carry them. Fresh information never runs out for 

members of The Military Book Club~ 

#5587-9999 .$26:!!5" 5611 .$t-4:9S 25e 0133 ~ 25¢ 4788 ~ 25¢ 0893~x 25¢ 
50¢ 

1982 ~ 25¢ 5900 ~ 25¢ 3079 ..$24:95 25~ 1024 ~ 25¢ 1701 $1it.90x 25¢ 3053 ~ 25¢ 

3491 ~ 25¢ 0687 ~ 25¢ 5355 ~ 25¢ 5975+ 

7 REASONS TO JOIN NOW: 1. Membership is easy. Just 
choose 4 books for 98¢. Your bill (including shipping and handling) will come when 
membership is confirmed. 2. Your satisfaction is guaranteed. If you're not happy 
with your 4 books, return them within 1 O days at our expense. Your membership will 
be canceled; you'll owe nothing. 3. Save up to 50% off publishers' hardcover 
edition prices. Just purchase at least 4 more books at our regular low Club prices 
during your membership. Take up to 2 years! Then you may resign any time. 4. Extra 
bonus! Buy a 5th book now for $4.99, plus shipping and handling, and reduce your 
membership agreement to only 3 books. 5. A FREE Club Magazine comes to you 
up to 19 times a year (about every three weeks). Each reviews the Featured Book 
Selections plus dozens of alternate books. Some are exclusive Club editions you 
won't find anywhere else. Every book we offer is a high-quality, full-text edition, 
sometimes altered in size to fit special presses. 6. Ordering is risk-free. Featured 
Book Selections are sent to you automatically. To cancel--0r order other books
simply return your Member Reply Form by mail or contact our Web site by the 
marked date. Shipping and handling (plus sales tax, where applicable) is added to 
each order. You'll always have 1 O days to decide. If your Member Reply Form is late 
and unwanted books arrive, please return them at our expense, and we'll credit your 
account. 7. Easy Ordering. As a member, you can also order books via our Web site: 
www.JoinM1LrrARvBooKCLue.com. Please use Online Code: MP1 . K716 

~ 25¢ 6049+ .$t-r.95" 25¢ #0760-9999 $34.95-- 1867 ~ 25e 5405 .$R:95l< 25¢ 

r-----------------------------~~~--------------------, 

# Counts as 2 choices x Special edition exclusively for Club members + Sottcover 
++ Fiction • Explicit subject matter, language and/or violence 

Prices shown are for publishers' hardcover editions. 
Club hardcover editions save you up to 50%. Prices shown were current at press time. 

K716 SOF 11 /00 Pleasewritebook 

MAIL TO: Tl>e Military Book Club® 
6550 East 3oth Street 
P.O. Box 6357 

...,.. numbers here: 

DODD 
YES! Please enroll me in The Military Boak Club~ according to the risk-free membership DODD 
plan described in this ad. Send me the 4 BOOKS I've indicated. Bill me just 98e, plus DODD 
shipping and handling. I agree to buy 4 more books within the next 2 years. 

Indianapolis, IN 46206·6357 

Mr./Mrs. DODD Miss/Ms. _______ _ 

Address -------- -;::;::::;:.,.,=- --Apt. __ _ 
{please print) 

11 you select a book that 
counts as 2 choices, write 
the lirst 4 digits of the book 
number in one row of 
boxes and 9999 in the next. 

CitY--------- - ------------ Membos accep1e;inU.S.lcruy.Sales 
lax•ilo"11ere~U~ 

State - ---- -- ZIP ____________ S!b,ed•aw.-. 
Home 
telephone, please: ( __ ) _ _____ _ 
Please sign 
(it under 18, parent must sign). _________ _ 

47 ### ### 96 42 FS047 

SAVE MORE NOW! Send me this book now and 
reduce my commitment to 3 books. Bill me an 
added $4.99, plus shipping and handling. 
(Books that count as 2 choices are not eligible.) 

Please write 5th Ii. DODD 
book number here: ~ 

1 
L----------------------------------------------------~ 
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Bright Lights And Bad Guys 
On the planet we inhabit, with die exceptions of the extreme 

northern or southern latitudes, there is a good chance a por
tion of each 24-hour period wi ll have some fo rm of low 

light or darkness. With the urbanization of the planet, built up areas 
around cities and towns normally prpduce ambient light sometimes 
equal to sunlight. In times of power failures or civil unrest, di sruption 
of services can create a true maze of buildings and structures 
immersed in darkness. In third world countTies there are large popula
tion centers that simply turn into black holes when the sun goes down. 

If all the above is true, then why is the majority of our firearms 
training done in daylight? One, it may be convenient for the guy run
ning the range and training program. In the case of a fi ve-day course 
at Thunder Ranch, I can tell you from personal experience if you 
change "shifts" on people, say work Monday and Friday 0800 to 
1600 hours, no problem. Run Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 
from 1800 to 0200 hours and you can develop a training/safety can 
of worms. It is not that people in training aren ' t willing or even able, 
it is simply the transition to a changing lifestyle, switching sleep 
habits or behavior modifi cation. So there is no misunderstanding, I 
d idn' t say it couldn ' t be done or that people are not wi lling. 
Sometimes their bodies or brains just won ' t back up their heart. 

From a training standpoint, one way to help resolve the issue is 
by having a simulator that allows low or no light environments that 
can be used during daylight hours. For training applications closer to 
home maybe approaching the local indoor range owner about lower
ing the lights for some firing to provide you with valuab le exposure 

to low li ght training. Where there is a will, there is a way. 
The primary foc us of this article is to provide the reader with some 

introductory techniques and concepts to applying a rifle to a fight in 
altered Light environments. These are not my ideas and I didn 't invent 
anything or name anything after myself. These concepts come from 
many places over many years. They may or may not work for you 
based on environment, application, occupation and/or experience. 
Like all good craftsmen you should have many tools in your toolbox, 
and you should always be looking for good tools to add. 

Most rifle fights take place inside what could be cons idered pis
tol ranges. Operators will probably be moving to get cover, out of the 
line of fire or to get better target acq uisition. Threats may be moving 
for the same reasons. The fight won ' t be what you want it to be. It 
could be dark, quick and ugly. 

Since AR-15 's are so prolific I will address them, all of these 
techniques are transferable to other weapons systems. Try them all , 
use what works for you. 

large Apertures 
Most ARs cu rrently come with a large and small aperture sight 

(you can buy them by the gross at gun shows now). In the Vietnam
era, these larger sight apertures became available, but I personally in 
18 months (circa '68-'69) did not see one mounted on a rifle. The 
larger aperture is better because it allows a wider field of view and 

Continued on page 24 

(above) Best of both worlds: white tape on front 
post and Laser Products Model 500 light. (left) 
Chapman with flashlight using fingers on the flash
light hand to support the rifle. 
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It's just hands-down the most brutally-effective (yet simple to master) system ever revealed to civilians! 

Vicious Russian "Top Secret" Spec Op 
Military Fighting System Finally · Revealed 
By Defiant "Underdog" U.S. Busi_nessman! 

This exciting news is going to blow the 
lid off the "self-defense" industry. Due to 
some unbelievably comple x 
(international) breakthroughs ... 

I Now Have Videotape Of 
Russian Spec-Op unarmed 

Combat Secrets! 
Despite spending millions trying to 

steal them , the U.S. military still doesn 't 
have these amazing fighting secrets! 
This stuff is hands-down the best-kept 
secret among "insiders" in the world of 
serious combat. 

But I found him - the ONLY former
Russian Special Forces "super-soldier" 
willing to reveal the fighting techniques 
that made Soviet elite soldiers the most 
feared fighters on the planet. 

Navy SEALS, DELTA soldiers , 
Rangers ... they're tough guys, but even 
they admit they NEVER want to have to 
face anyone trained in the brutal killing 
arts of SPETSNAZ. (SPETSNAZ is 
Russian for "Special Forces" , but the 
organization is actually more elite than 
even our SEALS - on ly one out of 3,000 
Soviet spec op soldiers ever reaches 
this level. .. and NO ONE but these "elite
of-the-elite" soldiers in Russia ever gets 
this advanced training! 

Ninety-six percent of the Soviet military 
doesn 't even know these secret killing 
arts exist - due to intensive government 
coverups! Even the more-famous KGB 
agents - Russia 's version of the Nazi 
Gestapo - are terrified of SPETSNAZ 
operatives and their skills .) 

The guy I found is named Vladimir 
Vasiliev. This is the most important "find " 
in all my years of working with world
class fighting arts. You see , Vladimir 
wasn 't just a Spec Op soldier. .. no ... 
Vladimir was so "high up" he taught this 
astonishing Russian fighting system to 
other SPETSNAZ agents and then led 
them in the most chilling and dangerous 
missions I've ever been briefed on (all 
still classified Top Secret by the Soviet Army)! 

Vladimir is so tigh t-lipped about his 
past it took me 6 months to get this deal 
together ... but I did it. And now .. . 

I Have To Move Fast To Make Sure 
These Amazing Combat Secrets Are 

Available To CiVilians like You! 
You see, my little company has been 

stopped before by "high up" interference 
despite being in the right. (These "higher 
ups" want to keep th is information only 
for cops and soldiers , and out of the 

hands of civilians like you and me.) I don 't 
care what anyone says - the Cold War 
is over, and if these "top secret" Russian 
hand-to-hand techniques are now "fair 
game" to be shared with you ... well , 
that's what I'm gonna do. 

Now ... I realize all this sounds like some 
weird "spy" drama you 'd see on 
television. But most men in my position 
would just close up shop, and not try to 
ruffle anyone 's feathers . I'm not like that. 
I love being an American , and it feels 
good to do the right thing ... even if I'm 
taking an enormous risk. 

You risk absolmelV nothing. 
But, are you ever going to be blown 

away by these tapes Vladimir made! If 
you value your self-defense (and the 
protection of your family and loved 
ones) ... you have just discovered the 
easiest. .. yet most effective way to beat 
any attacker (of any size) , anywhere , 
anytime .. even if you are surprised , 
outnumbered , or bare-handed against 
a weapon! 

Here's why everyone who's seen it is 
so excited about this new fighting system: 

• There are NO moves to memorize or 
practice - the entire system works by 
using your natural movements (and just 
"lethalizing" them with a few "twists"). 
This is the only system I've ever seen 
where you look like you ' re having 
relaxed FUN kicking serious ass! 

• No one has a clue how defend or 
attack this system - even the handful 
of U.S. fighting experts who have seen 
it can 't find a way to beat it! There are 
no "stances ", so you ' re never 
unprepared ... and cannot be taken by 
surprise! 

• It's so ingeniously simple, you can 
MASTER it in the shortest time 
humanly possible! (Russian spec op 
soldiers spent minimum time in 
training - a fraction of what SEALS do 
- and yet the Russians quickly 
attained better hand-to-hand fighting 
skills!) There is NO other fighting art 
you can learn in a shorter time 
anywhere on the planet! 

• You don't need to be in shape, or have 
fast reflexes, or any previous training 
at all - in fact, being buffed-out and 
having athletic reactions won 't help you 
master this any faster at all! (Vladimir 
loves training women , first-time 
fighters , and people you might be 
tempted to call "weak" or "small ". ) In 
fact. . this style is so fluid and natural 
that it easily adapts to your particular 
strengths and ... 

Vladimir Vasiliev was so .. high up" in the Sovie/ 
Mililwy 1hat he /aught his as/onishing Russian Fighling 

System lo SPETSNAZ agents .. . 1hen led /hem on the 
most chilling missions imaginable! 

lnstantlV Eliminates 
Your weaknesses! 

You learn it fast, it's easy to use , and 
yet even casual train ing in it will allow 
you to rub the noses of bigger, meaner, 
and more skilled black belt/streetfighing 
thugs into the dirt. It 's so deceptively 
dangerous, people will think you 're using 
magic to knock opponents out! 

Sounds like a Ho llywood bullshit 
movie, doesn 't it. Well , it's not. I checked 
it out - by hiring two expensive 
"investigative reporters" to see if all this 
was the truth . Here's what they found : 

First , Vladimir is the "real thing ." He 
was a champion bo xer and karate 
competitor in his home town of Tver (2 
hours east of Moscow). When he reached 
the Army, his special talents as a fighter 
got him placed in officer training with 
SPETSNAZ. He spent 10 years with that 
elite operation , running multiple special 
missions ... including eleven deep 
reconnaissance and POW recoveries 
behind enemy lines (this was during the 
brutal Afghanistan War - Russia 's 
nightmare version of our Vietnam ). 

On top of seeing more bloody face-to
face combat than any American soldier 
I've met, Vladimir was so skilled at these 
special hand-to-hand combat arts that 
he trained other SPETSNAZ operatives, 
KGB hit-men , Kremlin bodyguards , elite 
paratroopers and Russian big-city 
SWAT teams . 

But it's WHAT he taught that 's so 
interesting. This Russian fight ing system 



is like NOTH ING you 've ever seen or 
heard about before. There are very good 
reasons why the U.S. military spent 
mega-millions of dollars trying to steal 
this amazing system. 

First, it 's just hands-down the most 
devastating f ighting system anyone 's 
ever seen. (This is freely admitted by 
martial art experts in every discipline.) 
Second, it 's simple to master, and not 
based on strength or conditioning - the 
equivalent of handing you a loaded 
revolver to face an unarmed attacker: 

No comest! 
Third , there's the amazing "short cut" 

learning process. Russian scientists 
di scovered long ago how to quickly 
"download" even the most vicious training 
directly into your nervous system - so 
it 's part of who you are, not just something 
you've memorized . That means , in a 
fight, while the other guy is thinking about 
hi s next move , you 've already made 
yours ... and ended the fight. 

Fourth , th is new system prepares you 
w it h physical , psychological and 
PSYCHIC training ... stuff our boys 
ha ven 't even begun to understand. 
Vlad im ir trained with knives held to his 
back, fighting live prisoners using live 
ammo, suffering mind-game torture (like 
being stuffed in a small sewer pipe so 
tight he could barely breathe , and left 
there for long hours) ... and - coupled 
wi th the devastating hand-to-hand skills 
you 're also about to learn - it was this 
tra in ing that got these soldiers so tough, 
so dangerous , and so skilled that they 
got through blo ody f ights victorious 
and safe . 

What's more ... it was GUARANTEED 
these el ite Russian soldiers would never 
meet a better hand-to-hand fighter 

AnVWhere On The Planet! 
The amazing thing is , my researchers 

discovered that civilians who learned 
(even casually) this system seemed to 
absorb all the attributes of the "super 
soldiers". Here are just a few stories 
we learned: 

It's amazing , too , what happens when 
"ordinary" people train with Vladimir. 
Businessmen suddenly find themselves 
influencing people with their confidence 
and intuition ... and ... without a word 
said. . suddenly no one wants to get in 
your way in the street. It's like "loading 
up" your body and your confidence with ... 

Mvsterious Power 
That Others Can Sense In You! 

What Vladimir does is teach your body 
to "think" .. . this training goes straight to 
your nervous system , and operates 
automatically whenever you 're in danger! 

Here are some details of what you're 
about to learn : 

• Where to find the "handles" on your 
opponent so you can lead him into your 
elbows and knees and inflict more 
immediate damage than any karate 
kick or ju jitsu take-down known! 

• How to deliver a "punch" (without ever 
forming a classic "fist") that will do more 
devastation than hitting your opponent 
with a hammer! (You 'll look like a blur 
of motion , but in reality you ' re only 
making very simple , natural 
movements - easily learned - which 
you can use regardless of your fitness 
level or body type!) 

• How to unleash the natural "whips" in 
your body to take out even attackers 
who have advanced , high-end athletic 
quick reactions! (They can be twice as 
fast as you and still not be able to 
defend themselves from the brain
numbing blows you deliver!) 

• How to use your bel ly to deflect formal 
and street-level strikes - even if you 've 
got a large gut! (You 've never seen a 
fighting art that allows you to be so out 
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of shape, and still deadly!) 

. • Special "one-strike " fight-ende rs 
especially developed by the Russians 
to be used when you are exhausted , 
drained of energy, even wounded! (You 
only want to know this vicious stuff for 
when your life is in danger! The games 
are over .. . ) 

• New target areas you never knew 
existed that will instantly leave your 
attacker numb and useless! (A simple 
"tap" ... and he's limp!) 

• How to take out multiple opponents with 
the Russian version of the "bitch slap" 
- an unbelievably deadly strike that 
"multiplies" itself ... perfect fo r taking out 
2 attackers at once! 

• How to turn the fact you 're shorte r, 
smaller, fatter or weaker than your 
opponent into an advantage! 

·The incredible Russian "Trin ity Shot" -
a rapid-fire explosion of hands and feet 
that no one can defend against! (And 
yet it 's simple to learn , completely 
adaptable to your body type and level 
of fitness!) 

• How to use ingenious "test kicks" to find 
out how scared your opponent is! (He 
may look confident and tough , but you 'll 
know the truth in seconds.) 

• How to knock someone completely off 
balance ... by spitting at them ! (Yes, 
there's a trick to it , but you only need to 
see it once to understand how to use it 
effectively!) 

• How to stay relaxed (literally, loose as a 
goose) during the most dange rous 
attacks ... allowing any fear to simply 
dissipate into thin air! (Qu ickly, you 'll 
learn how to never "feel " fear again!) 

•The most devastating "finishing moves" 
you 've ever seen - easy to learn , 
utterly final for ending a fight fast ! 

• Everything the Russians know about 
body language during a fight - secrets 
that will give you a 100% advantage 

Hert!'s What Happens When Real People Learn This 
Devastatingly Simple Fighting System ... 

• One young Canadian who Vladimir trained 
for a short time is so small , and so "fragile" 
looking (5'6"-, 140 pounds soaking wet) 
you might mistake him for a girl from across 
the street. Yet. .. he's now banned from 
competition fighting because he hurt all his 
opponents too seriously! (Black belts don't 
like to get their noses broken by a "boy" 
who doesn't seem to actually have any 
fighting skills they can identify!) 

• Another Canadian guy named Mike Sapiz 
(5'9"-, maybe 160 pounds) ran afoul of 7 
beefy bouncers in a European nightclub 
- the biggest one was a bodybuilder with 
17 inch arms and a serious attitude 
problem.. but the "fight" took about 8 
seconds - Mike took the big jerk down 
and held him there, helpless, for the other 
bouncers to see, and they backed off, all 
their macho attitude suddenly gone. Mike's 
life had been threatened , and his training 

with Vladimir literally forced him to react 
in the most brutally effective way. 

•Another Canadian (James Pomerants) was 
vacationing in the Caribbean, minding his 
own business , when the guy at the next 
table pulled out a knife and waved it in a 
woman 's face. No one else in the bar 
moved ... but James took the knife away 
and "convinced" the Wildman to calm down 
with a nerve-shattering move no one saw. 
His brief Russian System training just 
"leapt" out of him , automatically and 
savagely. 

• A 32-year-old cop arrived at a scene just 
like the Rodney King incident- this crack
crazed thug wasn't fazed by pepper spray 
or nightsticks, and was terrorizing 3 armed 
policemen. He stepped in and put the mad
dog on the ground without hesitation .. 
using a simple move he had only recently 
learned from Vladimir. (Needless to say, 

those other cops are now among those 
hounding me for these new t raining 
videos.) 

• A Russian soldier (name withheld) had 
been parachuted behind enemy lines in 
Afghanistan , and hadn't seen food for days. 
He was exhausted , and struggling with a 
130-pound pack of explosives - a stiff 
breeze would have taken him down. 
Afghani mountain warriors attacked with 
Khyber swords (long , curved blades as 
sharp as razors) .. no contest. The 
Afghani's are feared the world over for their 
viciousness and courage and delight in 
killing ... but this time they had picked the 
wrong "easy target". This soldier was 
trained in the Russian System, and even 
dead-tired, hampered by 130 pounds of 
metal and leather, starved and surprised .. . 
he disposed of the attacker in seconds. 



ove r anyone who 's never been told 
these critical facts ! (Find out who 's 
more scared , who 's more skilled , 
who's going down first!) 

• Totally un known (in the U.S .) knee 
strikes that will give you an instant 
advantage over better-skilled fighters! 
(Especially in tight places , like a 
crowded bar or a narrow alley or 
between parked cars. ) 

• Filthy Russian "dirty tricks" that will turn 
cocky black belt fighters into 
unconscious lumps of meat at your feet! 
(You won 't believe these "one-second 
discussion enders" until you see them 
for yourself!) 

• And lots more! 
I'm also throwing in an extra bonus 

video -- this extra footage really "pushes 
the line" -- it contains Russian military 
"d irty tricks " about fight ing w ith 
improvised weapons. 

This made sure that SPETSNAZ 
soldiers were never farther away than 
their belt, jacket, wallet or even a simple 
magazine from possessing an amazing 
weapon that can defeat and disarm even 
a skilled attacker holding a gun or knife 
on them. 

In this special FREE bonus video 
you 'll learn : 

• How to make a instant set of "brass 
knuckles" with a magazine and four 
quarte rs! (Better than a brick or baseball 
bat for inflicting pain and damage 
against multiple attackers - includes 
specific "best targets " map for 
strikes.) .. 

• How to use your wallet to take out a 
knife-wie lding attacker! (Perfect "dirty 
trick" for turning tables on a mugger.) .. . 

• How to use a credit card as a knife! 
(Inflict wounds as savage as an Afghani 
Khyber sword!) .. . 

• How to use your jacket to take away a 
knife , to strangle multiple opponents 
(astonish ing technique , easy to 
master!) , and to literally tie-up a 
conscious attacke r so he can 't get 
free !. .. 

• 11 ways to use your belt more effectively 
than a knife or bat! (Plus, the Russian 
Army "official " way to use a belt to truss 
up an opponent so he can 't move, can 't 
get away ... and will go anywhere you 
want him to go! Perfect info for taking 
care of attackers after you 've 
subdued them!) ... 

• How to make a "noose" out of almost 
anything ... to make su re your opponent 
stays down after you 've put him on the 
ground! (Answers the question , finally, 
of what to do until the cops arrive!) 
Look.. I could go on for another 20 

pages ... but if you aren 't convinced by 
now, you never will be . I've done all I can 
to bring these amazing video tapes to 
you . It cost a small fortune to fly a 
professional crew up there , do the 3-
camera shoot (on top equipment), clear 
Customs with unlabeled bags, and get 
the master-copies made. I've already 
slashed the price to 50% of what 

everyone else will pay Plus , you get the 
most generous guarantee I've eve r 
offered anyone at any time - you can 
order these tapes , watch them , train wi th 
them ... for an entire 3 months ... and , if 
you 're not satisfied , for any reason , just 
send 'em back for a complete refund of 
your entire purchase price. 

Here's what you need to do now: Call 
my office at 1-800-899-8153 (Dept RC-
93) and tell whoever answers you want 
the "Unedited Russian System" videos . 
The price is $99 (that 's half of what 
everyone expected to have to pay) ... 
AND ... you get the Bonus video on 
"Improvised Weapons" .. . and you can 
KEEP the bonus video no matter what you 
decide to do later. 

The ONLY catch to all this is .. 

You Have To Call 
Right NOW! 

Just order the tapes, keep them as long 
as you like , sample the tra ining ... and 
make your own decision. That's what this 
is all about - the right to make your own 
decision about this kind of information . So 
please ... call right now. I've got people 
waiting for your call (use the special toll
free line: 1-800-899-8153 ) 

~~ 
Bob Pierce 

P.S . Listen - if you 'd rather pay by 
check or money order, you can just fill out 
the Priority Order coupon below and mail 
it in ... but still .. . you gotta do this TODAY, 
all right? Thanks. 

Listen To What Men Who 
Know Are Saying About The 

Russian Fighting System 
"Cops and bodyguards (lik.e me) train with 11s here 

i11 Ca11ada, and thl1)' 11se this !)•stem every day. The 
training i.1 exact/y al '.rtreet level' intensity, a real 
fighting too/for real life. I have disarmed crazed mm 
threateni11g women with k nives i11 the Caribbean, taken 
out 3 robben 1vith one move i11 Europe, and more. I 
KNO lf?' this w01-k.r in the real world. " - James 
Pomerants, 37, professional bodyguard 

"Even as ~ black belt in Kung F 11, I was still 
scared qf conji-ontations or of getting into a fight. That 
all changed with I/ ladimir\· teachings - I'm 1101v 
totally confident, and I k now that whatever happens, I 
1vill survive. [ ca11 ha11d!e a1!Y kind of cMj"ro11tatio11 
11ow. " -- E lad Saji, black belt instructor in 
Kung Fu , Toronto 

'T hi>" Russicmflghting system is the best l 'vefound 
- completeb1 dijfere11t ji"om ai!Jlhi11g else you've ever 
seen. There are 110 speiial movm1ents; like in kt1rale -
all moves are 11at11ral a11d instinctive, so it\· easy to 
learn. " - Igor Davidov, professional boxer, 
trained with Canadian O lympic Boxing 
Team 

'T he best system to handle multiple altackersyou 
could ever study. 1 i1e st11diedJ11-Jits11, Tae-Kwon-Do, 
Phillipi110 martial arts; yo11 11a111e it . .. a11d I pla11 to 
stick with what Vladimir taught me! This is the 
ultimate confidence booster." - Dr. Brett Jacques, 
43, Portland, Oregon (Professional Sambo 
fig hte r, fo rmer Army Ranger) 

'Vladimir 011/y teachesyo11 what he knows will 
work in real-life sit11atio11s. !'ve got 20 years of black
be!t fighting experiem~ and [ 've never see11 at!Jbody do 
what he does - this system is several steps higher tha11 
a1!Y other martial art!" - Den Brinkley, 50, Salt 
Lake Citv. Vietn am veteran 

r------------------------- ~ 

: RUSSIAN FIGHTING SYSTEM 
1 Priority Order Form 
1 For Fastest Service Use Your Credit Card and Call Toll FREE 

1 ·800·899-8153 (Dept. RC-93) 
D YES! I want to take charge of my own protection and that of my loved 
ones! P lease rush me the devastating and ingeniously simple Russian Fighting 
System that is so simple to learn ... there are no moves to memorize, and I don't need 
to be in shape or have fast reflexes, or any previous trainjng .. . plus I receive a 3-
month 100% guarantee. IfI'm not satisfi ed for any reason (or no reason at all ), I can 
send back the video package for an immediate return of every penny of my purchase 
price. Now that's a generous offe r! Here 's how I want to pay: 

D I prefer to pay by credit card. Please charge my: D Enclosed is my Check or Money Order 
(Payable to TRS) for $104 ($99 + $5 S&H) 

D Visa D Mastercard D American Express D Discover 

Name: 
Card# ---------------

Expires: _____ _ Address:-------------

Signature: City: St ___ Zip ___ _ 

TRS Direct • 606 E. Acequia, Dept RC-93 • Visalia, CA 93292 
CA residents add appropriate sales tax. Rush sh_ipping a_vailable_ for additional charges of $10 for "2-Day" and $15 for "Overnight shipping. I 

.. 
Foreign orders may require add1t1onal sh1pp1ng. Call (559) 732-5317 for more info rmation. 

-------------------------~ 



the rear sight obstructs less. The small aperture 
is more accurate in precision shooting and for 
longer ranges. The larger aperture requires 
some work to be accurate at mid to longer 
ranges. Most fights take place at short range 
and with moving threat targets. The best way to 
use this type of sight is a proper butt placement 
to the shoulder and cheek weld, look at the 
sights superimposed over the threat and hit 
them. Only hits count. 

Tipped Sights 

bly can be highli ghted with paint or whi te med
ical tape to help you get a better visual on the 
front' sight assembly. This paint/tape adds a great 
deal to the effectiveness of thi s technique. I try 
to use the top 1/2 to 3/4 of an inch of the white 
front sight. Before the tape/paint concept in one 
particular application in Vietnam there were sev
eral of those people (NVA) moving latera lly 
from left to right across our front at about 15 to 
25 yards. There was a bunch of rifle fire appl ied, 
both aimed and unaimed without much success . 
In a day light review it appears that we "killed" 

If "the light is bad (and it may be) and the 
range is short (and it may be), say, 25 yards or 
so, this technique works with practice. Tip the 

Harries, or Crossed, technique with many trees at the 6- to 10-foot height range from 
an AK. ground level. Thi s wasn't reall y bad except we 

rear sight so that it is half way between the large and small aperture 
settings. Using the outside edges of the carrying handle that pro
tect/adjust the rear sight, look through the handle at the front sight. 
Keep the butt to the shoulder and get a correct cheek weld to make 
sure you have proper alignment of the rifle. The outside edges of the 
rear sight protector serve as the rear sight and the whole front sight 
assembly serves as the front sight. In altered light it is not unusual 
to not be able to see the front sight post, but still be able to see the 
front sight assembly. This works on gross moving targets at shorter 
ranges. It is not for precision shooting. In actual fac t you are simply 
looking over the rear sight at the front sight assembly. You maintain 
a proper cheek weld to minimize tipping the front sight so high that 
projectiles go over the top of the threat. Perfect? No. It is, however, 
functional wi th practice and applied in the correct place it works. 
You can apply the same technique without tipping the rear sight 
after you program yourself to look just above the rear sight while 
finding/focusing on the front sight assembly. 

Tape Dr Paint? 
Using the above technique the rear face of the front sight assem-

weren't trying to hit the trees and the " little" 
people were below the line of fire. Yeah, I know, hand grenades and 
claymores . . . learn as you go. We added the tape first and then the 
paint as it stuck better in the unfriendly climate. 

Weapon-Mounted Lighting 
If it has batteries or a bulb, plan on it not working when you need it. 
If you need a flashlight, you had better have two. 
Because of job requirements or your occupation you may have 

to light the threat up to confirm weapons and correct suspects. 
Private sector people need to confirm weapons, be in fear of their 
li fe (and able to convince the grand jury that they were in fact in fea r 
of their life) and be ready to hire a lawyer. 

With that said, we can go on. 
The best AR mounted light I have seen is the Laser Products 

Model 500. I have seen the li ght bulbs fa il in these systems. Then 
again the light bulb in your house doesn't last forever. The issue is 
not if they don't work, but what you do if they don ' t work. Tools in 
the toolbox, remember. Train to the fact the rifle may work but the 

Continued on page 100 
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ARMS :MAKEJiS l'OR RESl'ONS IJJLE C IT IZENS 

If a sportsman lrue you'd be 

Listen carefu lly lo me .. . 

Never, never lcl your gun 

Pointed be at anyone. 

That it may unloaded he 

Matters not th!.' least lo me. 

When a hedge or fence you cross 

Though of time it cause a loss 

From your gun the cartridge take 

For the greater safety's sake. 

If twixt you and neighboring gun 

Bird sha U fly or bcasl may run 

Let this maxim ere be thine 

"Follow not across the line." 

Stops and bcalcrs ofl unseen 

Lurk behind some leafy screen. 

Calm and steady always be 

"Never shoot where you can't see." 

You may bi ll or you may miss 

But al a ll times tbinl~ of this: 

"All the pheasants ever bred 

Won't repay tor one man dead." 

Written by /vfark Beaufoy of Coombe House, 

Shaftsbury, Dorset, E11gla11d, i11 1902, on 

presenli11g l1is eldest son, Henry Mark, with his 

first gun. Reproduction here by permission of the 

authors granddaughter, Mrs. PM. Guild. 

Sturm, Ruge r & Cornpnny, Lnc. , 11 Lacey Place, Soutl1porl CT 06490. www.ruger-firearms.com 
lnstrucli o n nrnnual s ror all Ruger firearms are avai lab le free upon request. Please spec ify mode l. 



THE QUICK AND DIRTY GUIDE 
TD LEARNING LANGUAGES FAST 

by A.G. Hawke 
This workbook was desgined for peo
ple who need to learn a foreign lan
guage fast and who don't want to 
learn complicated grammar rules. The 
author, a Green Beret who is military
certified in seven languages, promis
es that his unique method can help 
anyone become functional in any lan
guage in seven days and proficient in 
30! This book contains no fluff - n's 
all action. 8112x11, softcover, 176 pp. 
#10011922 $20.00 

STREET SMARTS, FIREARMS, 
AND PERSONAL SECURITY 

Jim Grover's Guide to 
Staying Alive and Avoiding 

Crime in the Real World 
Here are the best of Jim Grover's 
"Persona Security" columns in Guns 
& Ammo covering the entire spec
trum of crime avoidance and defense. 
Includes gaining street savvy, harden
ing your home, !raveling safely, util~
ing armed and unarmed options and 
!mining for practical firearm use. 8112 
x11, softcover, photos, illus., 280 pp. 
#10011328 $35.00 

THE ULTIMATE SNIPER 
An Advanced Training Manual 
for Military and Police Snipers 
by Maj. John L. Plasler, USAR (Ret) 

This highly readable and extremely 
valuable training book covers the 
practical, field- tested details of 
sniping's three great skill areas -
marksmanship, fieldcraft and tac
tics. Rifles, scopes, ballistics, target 
detection, stalking, hides, cammo, 
countersniping, special ops, police 
vs. military and much more. 8 1 /2 x 
11, softcover, photos. illus. 464 pp. 
#10000248 $42.95 

WHO ARE YOU? 
The Encyclopedia of Personal Identification 
by Scott French 
Master snooper Scott French delves into the ever-changing world of personal identity and reveals the tricks and truths of the ID game from both sides of the 
fence. Drawing on insider information from FBI and Customs agents, top graphic artists, offshore attorneys, master thieves and professional sharks, Who Are 
You? describes how people's identities are stolen and how to prevent it from happening to you. It's all here: how to make a great ID on a home computer; 
get a driver's license even if yours is suspended; open a bank account without a Social Security number; set up an untraceable offshore ATM account; acquire 
the best fake ID in the world; recognize whether an· ID is real; get a second passport; identify phony credit cards; read the hidden information on vehicle tags; 
and much, much more. Complete with sources, Web sites, rules and tips, this fascinating tour through the back doors and alleyways of modern identity will 
change the way you do business and live your life! 8 1/2 x 11 , softcover, photos, illus., 352 pp. #10011989 $44.95 

THE BIGGER THEY ARE, 
THE HARDER THEY FALL 

How to Defeat a Larger and 
Stronger Adversary in a 

Street Fight 
by Sammy Franco 

There may come a day when you 
will face an opponent who can 
dominate you through sheer mass 
and strength. Read this book before 
that day comes and be prepared 
mentally and physically for the fight 
of your life. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, soltcov
er, photos, illus., 176 pp. 
#10011948 $20.00 

SECRET SOFTWARE 
Making the Most of 

Computer Resources for 
Data Protection, Information 

Recovery, Forensic Examination, 
Crime Investigation, and More 

by Norbert laenglein 
Now the secrels of hackers and other 
compuler-sawy surters are out ol the 
bag. Whether you want to protect con
fidential info from prying eyes or you're 
doing the prying, here are the latesl 
high-tech lools to get the job done. 5 
112 x 8 1/2, softcover, illus., 128 pp. 
#10011682 $20.DD 

U.S. ARMY 
SPECIAL OPERATIONS 

TARGET INTERDICTION COURSE 
Sniper Training 

and Employment 
This is the olficial manual used by the 
U.S. Army to train snipers in support 
of Special Operations Forces (SOF) 
missions. It covers sniper team selec
tion, organization and employmenl; 
equipment requiremenls; marks· 
manship training; field skills; terrain 
considerations; ammunition and mo.'e. 
81!2 x 11, sottcover, illus .. 560 pp. 
#10010783 $50.00 

DITCH MEDICINE: 
THE VIDEO SERIES 

Volume 1: Emergency 
Intravenous Therapy 
with Hugh L. Coffee 

Get the knowledge you need lo save 
lives in a crisis. Understand the crit
ical role that intravenous (IV) thera
py plays in emergency medicine and 
learn every detail of selecting, admin
istering and troubleshooting IVs. This 
video includes graphic demonstra
tions on 10/e patients. Colo.', approx. 
80 min. total, VHS (U.S. formaQ only. 
#10011781 $59.95 

DISK DETECTIVE 
Secrets You Must Know to 

Recover Information 
from a Computer 

by Norbert Zaengfein 
This book is designed lo bring the 
secrets of recovering data from a PC, 
floppy disk or backup device to the 
average person. It includes precise 
instructions for recovering info from 
relormatted disks or overwritten 
files, retrieving deleted files, con
ducting key word searches, locating 
e-mail messages and much more. 5 
1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 112 pp. 
#10009900 $20.00 

LEGENDS AND REALITY 
OF THE AK 

A Behind-the-Scenes Look at 
the History, Design, and 

Impact of the Kalashnikov 
Family of Weapons 

by V. Shi/in & C. Cutshaw 
Get an up-close-and-personal look 
at the AK-47, Mikhail Kalashnikov, 
the lzhmash Arms Factory and new 
Russian small arms from the 
perspective of Russian arms 
designer and Kalashnikov associate 
Val Shilin. 81!2x 11, sottcover, pho
tos, 192 pp. 
#10011351 $35.0D 

THE INVISIBLE ADVANTAGE 
A Step-by-Step Guide to Making 

Ghillie Suits and Custom 
Camouflage Accessories 

with Tom Forbes 
For professionals who need the ulti
mate in camouflage, there is only one 
choice: the ghillie suit. In this unique 
video, craftsman Tom Forbes teaches 
you how to make four different types 
of ghillie suit and a variety of camou
flage acoessoies fo.' a fraction of the 
cost of expensive commercial versions. 
Color, all!JOX. 60 min., VHS on~. 
#10009959 $29.95 

IDENTITY, PRIVACY, AND 
PERSONAL FREEDOM 
Big Brother vs. the 

New Resistance 
by Sheldon Charrett 

Identity control is a form of tyranny, 
and the author of The Modem 
Identity Changer has new tricks to 
help fight it. Learn the latest on 
making slick IDs, obtaining ID docu
ments under another name and 
using ID tricks lo maximize privacy 
in your life, from your mail to your 
job. For academic study only. 8 1/2 
x 11 , softcover, photos, 240 pp. 
#10010759 $40.00 

KNIGHTS OF DARKNESS 
Secrets of the World's 

Deadliest Night Fighters 
by Or. Haha lung 

This shocking manual reveals fasci· 
nating secrets about the stealth and 
techniques of Uie moshuh nanren, 
wolf shirts, ninjas, hwarang, Spelsnaz, 
Vielcong, Navy SEALs and other night 
fighters. It includes weapons con
cealment and usage, perimeter pen
etration, stalking, sentr1 removal, 
security systems and much more. For 
academic stud)! only. 5112x811'" sott
cover, illus., 160 pp. 
#10009561 $16.00 

PVC PROJECTS FOR 
THE OUTDOORSMAN 

Building Shelters, Camping 
Gear, Weapons, and More 

Out of PVC Pipe 
by Tom Forbes 

The craftsman behind the ghillie 
suit video The Invisible Advantage 
offers more than 30 projects for 
outdoor gear and weapons made 
from inexpensive PVC pipe, from 
teepees and snowshoes to pugil 
sticks and blowguns. 5 1 /2 x 8 112, 
softcover, photos, illus., 96 pp. 
#10010411 $14.00 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 
by lee lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced inves
tigative and surveillance tech
niques. Here are expert ways to 
secretly bug any target! Info on 
lock-pick technology, how poly
graphs and voice lie detectors can 
be tricked and much more, includ
ing more than 100 sources for spy 
equipment. 8 1 /2 x 11 , soltcover, 
illus., 272 pp. 
#10007680 $40.00 

THE ULTIMATE 
RUGER 10/22 MANUAL 

AND USER'S GUIDE 
by Mark White 

Turn your dependable 10/22 into 
the ultimate do-anything rifle by fol
lowing the simple instructions in 
this book. Includes step-by-step 
directions for improving the trigger, 
action and barrel. And while you're 
at it, add a suppressor that is easy 
to make, practical and legal. 81/2 x 
11 , softcover, photos, 112 pp. 
#10011492 $18.DO 

BYTE ME! 
Hayduke's Guide to 

Computer-Generated Revenge 
by George Hayduke 

Your enemies will be roadkill on t11e 
Information Superhighway wit11 this 
hilarious guide from revenge master 
George Hayduke, the man who put 
the URL in HURL! From sneaky 
tricks to major meltdowns, learn 
dozens of ways to turn your mark's 
own computer, fax machine and 
phone against him! For entertain
ment purposes only! 5 1/2 x 8 112, 
soltcover, photos, 160 pp. 
#10011674 $19.95 

GET 
EVEN2: 

GET EVEN 2 
More Dirty Tricks from 
the Master ot Revenge 

by George Hayduke 
Enemies beware! Here's the outra
geous sequel to the underground 
best-seller, Get Even, presenting a 
wide range of all-new dirty tricks 
people pull to get even with big 
business bums, footloose spouses, 
lousy landlords and others. For 
entertainment purposes only! 5 1 /2 
x 8 1 /2, hardcover, 170 pp. 
#10004042 $19.95 

WANTED 
ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS 
ON WEAPONRY, MILITARY 
SCIENCE, SELF-DEFENSE, 

PERSONAL FREEDOM 
AND RELATED SUBJECTS. 

SEND A COPY OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT TO: 

PALADIN PRESS 
P.O. BOX 1307 

BOULDER, CO 80306 

OR E-MAIL US AT 
editorial@paladin-press.com 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT 
www.paladin-press.com 

P.O. BOX 1307-0KS · BOULDER, CO 80306 ·PHONE 303-443-7250 · FAX 303-442-8741 ·E-MAIL SERVICE@PALADIN-PRESS.COM 
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DEFENSIVE SHOOTING FOR REAL-LIFE ENCOUNTERS 
A Critical Look at Current Training Methods 

by Ralph Mroz 
In this insightful analysis of shooting and fighting instruction , noted firearms expert Ralph Mroz examines the myths and misinformation that plague the gun 
community. From the five deadly training traps to unrealistic training exercises to concealed-carry mistakes, Mroz (Extreme Close-Quarters Shooting video) 
offers solutions to help defensive shooters snap out of their routines and become better and safer with their firearms. Mroz, whose articles have appeared in 
Combat Handguns and Guns magazines, takes a no-nonsense approach to such topics as the need for empty-hands skills, range training vs. real-world train
ing, the problem of range standards, understanding and developing startle recovery, and the pros and cons of competitive shooting. This book offers today's 
shooter the practical information he or she needs to stay alive. 51/2·x 8 1/2, softcover, photos, illus., 152 pp. #10011898 $18.00 

DEAD ON 
The Long-Range Marksman's 
Guide to Extreme Accuracy 

by Tony M. Noblitt and 
Warren Gabri/ska 

Riflemen wanting to learn how to 
make first-round hits at extreme dis
tances \\011 find this book indispensi
ble. Bullet flight, scopes and mounts, 
caliber and cartridge selection, 
mirage, wind values, actions, barrels, 
stocks and much more are included 
in this practical manual. 5 1 /2 x 8 
112, sottcover, photos, 176 pp. 
#10010106 $22.00 

m t Offlt: IH SOl'lr.T 

MOS!N-NAGANT 
ll I P I. li I 

MA NUAL 

... ._._. ___ ., __ .. ....,._,, _ _, 

THE OFFICIAL SOVIET 
MOSIN-NAGANT RIFLE MANUAL 

Translation by 
Maj. James F. Gebhardt (Ret.) 

Fans of the Mosin-Nagant ri fle will 
lind a wealth ol inlormation in this 
Soviet military manual. Procedures 
to safely use and maintain the rifle 
are described in detail. Includes 
data tables on the ballistic pertorm
ance of the 148-grain type-1908 
projectile and weight and length of 
various conligurations. 8 1 /2 x 11 , 
soflcover, illus., 112 pp. 
#10011716 $19.00 

THE INTERNATIONAL FUGITIVE 
Secrets of Clandestine 

Travel Overseas 
by Kenn Abaygo 

You can remain secure and anony· 
mous in your international journeys. 
Kenn Abaygo tells how to cross bor
ders overtly and covertly; leave the 
U.S. undetected; travel low-profile in 
Europe, Asia, Africa and the islands; 
live and work overseas; secure for
eign citizenship; and go deep under
ground. For academic study only. 5 
112 x 8 11"2, sottcover, photos, 152 pp. 
#10010643 $17 .oo 

~ Sl'ECl.\IJ Y 
m POLICE 
IU! \ll\ITIO\ S 

R ... """"""''''-1<c-.•.-.,. ~., .. ,.,I":· ·.····· '.,, .. ,.- .. ~ .,,,,., .. , .. 
"' ~' '-'~ ,, ...•. ,,,.,~ 
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:'B il 
SPECIALTY POLICE MUNITIONS 

The Hottest New Specialty 
Ammunition, Weapons 
Platforms, Devices, and 

Chemical Agents for Real 
World Law Enforcement 

by Tony L. Jones 
Get a look at the newest lethal and 
"less lethal" specialty police muni
tions: electrical stun devices, frangi
ble rounds, distraction devices, det
onating tip ammo, chemical agent 
launchers, nontoxic ammo and 
more. 8 1 /2 x 11 , softcover, pho
tos, 224 pp. 
#10011690 $35.00 

ADVANCED FUGITIVE 
Running, Hiding, Surviving, 

and Thriving Forever 
by Kenn Abaygo 

In this companion to Fugitive: 
How to Run, Hide, and Survive, 
you'll learn the advanced evasion 
techniques successful fug itives 
have used to get gone and slay 
gone for long periods of lime -
perhaps forever - and you 'll bene
fit from their experience and their 
mistakes. 5 112 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, illus., 144 pp. 
#10008522 $17 .oo 

THE COMPLETE .50-CALIBER 
SNIPER COURSE 

Hard-Target Interdiction 
by Dean Michaelis 

Nowhere are the big guns covered 
in more detail. Michaelis, a former 
sniping instructor with U.S. Army 
Special Forces, has developed a 
comprehensive cou rse to teach 
every aspect of the sniper's art. 
Includes the author's exclusive pro
gram of instruction and details on 
the history, equipment and training 
of hard-target interdiction. 8 1/2 x 
11 , so It cover, photos, illus., 576 pp. 
#10011336 $60.00 

INVESTING OFFSHORE 
Secrets of Asset Protection 

by Robert Forbush Sr. 
Put an end to the piracy of your prof
its by capitalizing on the freedom 
and confidentiality that offshore tax 
havens offer. Author Robert Forbush 
sets up and manages offshore com
panies for people just like you, and 
here he shares insider tips on decid
ing how much cash to stow away, 
opening an office, appointing trust
ed third-party directors to run the 
show and much more. 51 /2xB 1/2, 
softcover, illus .. 104 pp. 
#10011708 $15.00 

u.s. Marinci Corp• 

CLOSE COMBAT: 
United States Marine Corps 

This exclusive new manual shows 
t11e most curren t close combat 
methods being taught to U.S. 
Marines for use on loday·s battle
fields. It outlines the Marine Corps' 
latest lethal and nonlethal weapons 
techniques, use of knives and sticks 
and the full spectrum of unarmed 
tactics: strikes, throws, chokes, 
holds and ground fighting. This stuff 
is last and aggressive. For academ
ic study only. 8 1/2 x 11 , soltcover, 
photos, illus., 116 pp. 
#10011419 $15.00 

~~~~='&, .. --
WEALTH-BUILDING SECRETS AS 

PRACTICED BY THE WORLD'S 
RICHEST PEOPLE 

What the Kuwaitis Can Teach 
You about Getting Rich-and 

Staying Rich 
by William Beaver 

Do the Kuwaitis have a magic formu
la for getting rich - besides stri~ng 
oil? No, but they do have lour secrets 
that have helped them amass for
tunes for centuries - long before oil 
was discovered. And their secrets 
\\011 wor1< for you. Guaranteed. 5 1/2 
x 8 1/2, soltcover, photos, 128 pp. 
#10009595 $1B.OO 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the lield of 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica
tions, diving, infiltration and exliltra
tion. survival and more. 8 112 x 11, 
sottcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 
#10001345 $24.95 

DEFENSIVE 
SHOOTING FOR 
REAL-LIFE 
ENCOUNTERS 

Ragnar Bonson 

.RAGmAR'S 
GUIDJ: TO THE 

UNDE-HGHOUND 

EEONOHY, 
RAGNAR'S GUIDE TO THE 
UNDERGROUND ECONOMY 

by Ragnar Benson 
How would you like to get an imme
diate 40- to 50-percent raise? You 
can if you go umlerground and stop 
paying taxes. Ragnar shows you how 
others are cashing in on the under
ground economy. Find out how lo 
pick the right kind of WOik, get paid in 
cash, advertise your product or serv
ices and prepare a financial state
ment. For academic study only. 51/2 
x81/2, softcover, photos, 160 pp. 
#10010262 $18.00 

RAGNAR'S URBAN SURVIVAL 
A Hard-Times Guide 

to Staying Alive in the City 
by Ragnar Benson 

When the tanks roll in and the power 
goes oil. this ultimate city survival 
book may be all that stands between 
your living as a refugee or a survivor. 
Let Ragnar leach you how to find 
water, trap game, avoid troops and 
position your retreat. Learn which 
weapons are must-haves, how to 
approach survival nursing care and 
more. 51/2 x 81/2, softcover, pho
tos, illus., 200 pp. 
#1001 1211 $20.00 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-392-2400 OR 1-800-466-6868, USA AND CANADA 
CALL 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. FREE 80-PAGE CATALOG CONTAINING MORE THAN 700 TITLES. 

® 

P.O. BOX 1307-0KS ·BOULDER, CO 80306 · PHONE 303-443-7250 ·FAX 303-442-8741 ·E-MAIL SERVICE@PALADIN-PRESS. COM 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

How to Beat the Credit Bureaus ..... #10001642 .. . $17.00 
The Tactical Rifle ......... ...... . #10011021 . .. $25.00 
Advanced Ultimate Sniper (video) ... #10008050 ... $59.95 
Street Stoppers: The Latest Handgun 

Stopping Power Street Results ... #1000788B ... $42.95 
SpyGame: Winning through 

Super Technology . . .. , •. .. . .. . #10007144 . .. $45.00 
Extreme COB (video) .. . ..... . .. .. #10010122 . . . $39.95 
Waco: The Rules of Engagement (video) #10009322 ... $29.95 

Wilderness Wayfinding: How to Survive 

in the Wilderness as You Travel ... #10001113 ... $16.00 
U.S. Marines Close-Quarters 

Combat Manual ...... , ••. . • .. #10005734 ... $15.00 

VIDEOTAPES ARE NONRETURNABLE. DEFECTIVE TAPES WILL BE REPLACED, 

PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING TITLES: RESPONSE CODE: OKS 

0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 DISCOVER 0 CHECK/MONEY ORDER 

Card# Exp. 

Item# Item# 

Item# Item # 

NAME 
SUBTOTAL 

ADDRESS 
PLEASE INCLUDE 

$ 5.00 POSTAGE & HANDLING 

CITY PLEASE ALLOW 2·4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

STATE ZIP TOTAL _ _ _ 

L---------------------------------------------------------~ 
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE • DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED • VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT WWW.PALADIN-PRESS.COM 
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Greetings And Thanks 
Tomislavgrad 1 Aug 00 

Dear Sir: 
By the end of 1991 , the Serb-dominated 

Jugoslav National Army had disarmed the 
Territorial Defense forces in the Republic of 
Bosnia and Herzegovina, just as it had pre
viously done in Croatia. Over one-third of 
Croatia lay under the Serbian yoke and the 
partitioning of Bosnia and it's forced union 
with Serbia seemed imminent. 

J..IE'S NOT 
EXACTLY KOSHER, 
BUT I DECIDEP 'ID 
JOIN TilE TICKET 

.ANYWAY .•. 

Unlike the West's indecisive diplomats, 
the SOF leadership at the onset of the con
flict clearly knew who the aggressor was. 
The historical significance of the decision 
to send SOF teams and personnel to 
Bosnia between 1992 and 1995 cannot be 
underesti mated. Their arrival pre-dated 
their country's , and State Department
backed Mi litary Stabilization Program, 
whose mission is to train and equip the 
Federation Army of Bosnia and 
Herzegovina by four years. 

The SOF training teams and those who 
fought alongside the Croatian minority in 
Bosnia, brought with them not only 
decades of military expertise, field manu
als, medical supplies and other badly need
ed kit. In those dark days of 1992 when lib
eration was sti ll three years away the 
arrival, of these Americans was confirma-

28 

tion to the soldiers of the King Tomislav 
Brigade that they were not forgotten in 
their fight for biological survival. Their 
presence was more of a morale boost than 
any UN resolution to date. 

It is apparent that Col. Robert K. Brown 
understands the simple fac t that tyranny can 
only be stopped by the use of force. It took 
the international community countless bro
ken cease fires, ineffective economic sanc
tions, unenforceable arms embargoes and 
two hundred thousand dead in Bosnia alone 
t<;i realize this fact. 

From all the members of the King 

Tomislav and First Guards Brigades of the 
First Croatian Corps, we wish the Colonel, 
his SOF staff and all those present a memo
rable anniversary and to their families and 
friends a long and happy journey through 
life. Keep up your fight for the right, the 
light and the hi storical truth. 

Lieut. Gen .. Zeljko Glasnovic 
Brig. Gen . Drazan Milic 

Grey UnifoIIBS No Longer Issued 
Believe it or not, I was denied entry into 

the United States Marine Corps because I 
have a Confederate flag tattooed on my 
arm. I have tried to join all the other branch
es of the Armed Forces, but was also denied 
for the same reason. I am a 26-year-old 

white male, I scored 70 on the ASVAB, and 
did very well on the entry level physical fit
ness tests (ran 1.5 miles in 9.50, 12 pull ups, 
50 situps in 2 minutes). 

Is there any other army in the world, 
besides the French Foreign Legion, that will 
take a young man from another country? 

Leslie J. Nash 

By "any other Army" we assume you 
don't mean the Confederacy. It would 
appear the department of political correc
tions has been at work, deciding the Stars 
and Bars represents something bad for 
morale or who-knows-what. Such igno
rance, or kow-towing to such ignorance, is 
really pitiful, but it's a reality, so live with it. 
You might want to consider laser surgery to 
have the tattoo removed, and taking up your 
First Amendment rights and expressing 
your affection for Dixie when you get out of 
the service. Or, you might want to consider 
service with the Legion. I doubt if they 
would find any tattoo offensive, but you do 
have to speak French. 

Not Keeping Tubs 
I just wanted to thank 

you, and Jug Burkett 
(author of Stolen Valor). I 
had to run out and buy the 
book, after reading your 
article ("Hunting Phony 

. j Vets," November '98) and 
it really caused me to 
question some people a 

little more. You may find it amusing (or dis
gusting as I do) , but a certain overweight 
braggart in my unit (National Guard) has 
been wearing the SF tab, Pathfinder Badge, 
Master Jump Wings ... and is now headed 
for a reduction board, and discharge. He 
still maintains his innocence among his cir
cle of friends , using the "Top Secret" 
schooling story as the cover for why he has 
no records - but he has removed all trace 
of the offending patches from his uniform. 
What kind of Green Beret would remove his 
tab just because he was challenged? What 
kind of NCO would lie to his troops (i .e., 
trained with French Foreign Legion, served 
in ar1 SF Group in Germany, but interdicted 
drug smugglers in Bolivia .. . )? Thank you 
again for a great mag, and for making peo
ple open their eyes. 

Guard Specialist 
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Never compromise on the quality of your 
carry pistol. The new CDP (Custom Defense 

Package) .45 ACP pistols from the 
Kimber Custom Shop combine 

custom features with the three 
most popular carry models 

at a savings of over $500! 
Each CDP features a 

Tht- eoo:ipaa beveling treatment that 
CDP.-15Ml' 
ms a faa.i.r-inda rounds corners, Tritium 
barrdand 
5bartgrip_ three dot night sights, stainless steel slide 
fl 'rigb.s 
2.30'.tlllaS. and small parts, checkered front strap, 

ambidextrous safety, Premium Aluminum 
match grade trigger, hand-checkered double 
diamond rosewood grips and special Custom 
Shop markings. 

Each pistol has a lightweight frame 
machined from solid bar stock of 7075-T7 
aluminum, the hardest and strongest 
available. These frames have been tested to 
20,000 rounds without measurable evidence 
of wear. Also standard are Kimber features 
like match grade barrel and chamber, beveled 
magazine well and high ride 
beavertail grip safety. 

Kimber pistols are made in 
America in our state-of-the-art factory. 
Every one of them has tolerances as 
much as three times tighter than the other 
brands. See the CDP Series pistols at your 
nearest Kimber Master Dealer, because 
there is just no reason to compromise. 

® 

1bePl'oCDP 
A5.ACPhasa 
fou.r-indJ barrd 
and Slal1dard 
leomhgrip_ 
wdgill is Still 
just 28 onncrs. 

For complete information on Kimber pistols and rifles please send $2 to Kimber, 
Dept. 458, One Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY, 10705, call (800) 880-2418 or visit www.kimberamerica.com 

Information and specifications presented are for informalion only and subject to change without noLice. Firearm safety is evety gun owner's responsibility. Use and store all firearms safely. 
Use the included cable lock at all times when gun is not in use. Teach everyone in your home, especially children, proper firearm safety. Copyright 2000, Kimber Mfg .. Inc. 
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Unsurpassed Accuracy 
andlmpactl 

• Single shot 
• All steel construction 
• 30.4 pounds • 45.5 inch LOA 
• Thumb safety and bolt stop safety 
• Recoil compares to a 12 gauge shotgun 
• 36 inch 1 :16 twist heavy barrel with 

compensator 
• 4340 alloy steel bolt (Mil Spec 5000), 

heat treated to 46 R/C t 
• 4140 alloy steel receiver, heat 

- -·treated to 42 R/C 

Chambers the 50SMG cartridge! Available in Match or Field Grade 

L.A.R. Manufacturing, Inc. 
4133 West Farm Road 

West Jordan, Utah 84088 
Tel: (801 ) 280-3505 Fax: (801) 280-1972 

www.largrizzly.com 

SWITCHBLADE - AUTOMATIC KNIFE COLLECTORS! 
111The Automatic Knife Resource Guide and Newsletter· 

Sources for ALL automatic knives! 
•Rare and scarce antiques. 
•American-Italian-German 
•High-Tech production models. 
•Exotic handcrafted customs. 

Check out our WEB SITE: 

A MUST (or ALL switchblade fans! 
•Packed with FIRST-CLASS photos 
•Maintenance & repair tips 
•Free classified ads 
•The LATEST trends 
•Informative articles and features 

"thenewsletter.com" Now in our NINTH YEAR! 

Gtii • ;p e'»M " > 
TO ORDER YOURS, send $10. for a single issue or $30. 
[$38. Foreign] for a one-year (4 issue) subscription to: 

.._.ir.illllll .. lia THENEWSLETTER 
~ 2269 Chestnut St., PMB 212-A 

San Francisco, CA 94123, USA 

Bountiful Hunting 
I have been a fan of your magazine for a 

long time, and would like to see more on my 
chosen profession. We are looked down 
upon by the public as some sort of menace 
to society, but that is far from the truth. I' II 
be the first to admit that there are those out 
there that deserve the reputation that has 
plagued us all, but I have been in this line of 
work for more than five years, have been 
run over, shot at, cut and cursed, but I have 
never treated anyone badly, stuck them in a 
trunk or used excessive force of any ki nd. 

Most people I have arrested will tell you 
that I treated them in such a manner that 
they almost didn ' t believe I am a bounty 
hunter. I would just like to get the word out 
we're not all "cowboys" looking to kick 
doors and asses. Of course if needed I have 
and will kick doors and fight - I just 
choose the better method by first letting 
them know they're caught and give them a 
chance to do the right thing and come 
peaceably. 

BiLl 

Only one bad apple among a legion of 
good men can create a stench that sticks to 
th.em all, which is why ouifits such as the 
National Association of Bountyhunters that 
seek to upgrade the professionalism of their 
members are worthwhile. Incidentally, the 
NAB is joining forces with SOF' s 25th in a 
combined convention in las Vegas JJ-15 
October this yeai: You should be there! 

Well, You Asked 
With respect to the 

Elian Gonzales case, let's 
try a little "thought experi
ment." Let's say that the fed 
had not snatched Elian and 
instead waited until after 
the legal system (whatever 
that means, in th.is case) had 
worked it all out. Do you 

think that the surrogates, and their supporters, 
would have sunendered him peaceably? 

And let 's try it the opposite way. Let's 
say that the fed had had custody from the 
get-go (or even, as they did, from the 
snatch) and the decision came down to 
release him to the surrogates. Do you th ink 
there would have been a problem with that? 

I think the fed's primary concern, re the 
snatch , was public safety. Don 't you? 

Charles K. Hockett 

Our best guess to "your questions, in 
sequence: 

• surrogates, yes; supporters didn 't have 
him to give up 

•problem, yes; non-compliance, no 
• not in the least; at no time did Elian 

pose a threat to "public safety" - only to 
the prestige of the emperor 
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Take All Your Complicated 
Oriental Martial Arts Systems 

And Throw Them Out The Window ... 
They1re All Hopelessly Obsolete! 
Amazing "New" (Re-Discovered) Fighting System Used By The 

Gladiators In Ancient Rome Is Super-EasyTo Learn And MEGA-Easy To Use 
-And It Kicks Butt On Every Other Martial Art Ever Created. 

It Even Beats Bruce Lee's Jeet Kune Do! 
by CHRIS CLUGSTON 

Professional Fighting Champion, Black Belt in 5 Martial Arts, and Bouncer 

It's true! There's a fighting system you've 
probably never heard about before that actually 
BEATS all the "Oriental" martial arts ever 
developed-hands down! 

It even beats Bruce Lee's awesome and well
respected "Jeet Kune Do"!!! 

What is it? It's the "lost" (but recently re
discovered) fighting style that was used by the 
gladiators of ancient Rome back in the time of 
Julius Caesar! These guys fought to the death 
every day of their lives - so they had to have a 
fighting method that would really work under 
actual "mortal combat" circumstances. And the 
system they developed is unlike anything 
you've ever seen or trained in before. And get 
this: It's known as "Comhrac Bas" - a Gaelic 
term that means ... 

"Death Fighting"! 
You won't believe your eyes when you see 

what you can do with "Comhrac Bas" fighting 
techniques. You can take everything you've ever 
learned in the martial arts and throw it out the 
window. Comhrac Bas makes everything else 
OBSOLETE! 

I'M SERIOUS! And I'm not "blowing 
smoke" here! Finally ... there's a fighting 
system that actually DOES what all the other 
systems "claim" they'll do for you: Make you 
invincible and unbeatable ... and one of the most 
feared fighters on the planet! 

How Do I Know? 
It's very simple. My name is Chris Clugston 

and I'm a professional fighter, bouncer, and 
trainer. I've been a student of the martial arts 
all my life. In fact, by the time I was 20, I had 
already earned.five black belts in.five different 
martial arts. 

I've won more national and state-wide 
fighting championships than I can remember. 
But more important, as a full-time bouncer at a 
rough-and-tumble "country" night club in 
Oklahoma, I get in at least three nasty fights 
every weekend. So it's crucial to my survival 
that I know how to fight and WIN whenever 
I'm faced with a hostile situation! 

Starting many years ago, I was so obsessed 
with finding the absolute best martial art style 
for real-life fighting, that I went to the trouble 

of learning 7 languages and traveling the world 
in search of the "Holy Grail" offighting styles. 
I even lived with a hyper-secretive "society" of 
fringe-dwelling super-fighters (probably the 
most feared group of"unknowns" in the modem 
world - no one gets in without a personal 
invitation) ... and after a life-long search forthe 
world's greatest fighting system, I've finally 
found it! 

And compared to the Oriental martial arts, 
this one is ... 
The Easiest and Most Effective 

Fighting Method Ever! 
If you've been training in the "Oriental" 

martial arts for any length of time, you already 
know what their "root problem" is: They 're very 
complicated and take years of painful effort and 
dedication to master. And even then, they 
require your attacker to also use an Oriental 
martial art (preferably the same one you 're 
familiar with) so you can use the moves you've 
been practicing! 

Well, in the real world, it just doesn't 
happen that way! As most Oriental martial arts 
"experts" will tell you (IF they've ever been in 
a real life-threatening fight-most have not), 
they simply never got the chance to use all those 
fancy moves they spent so much time learning 
and perfecting in the dojo. 

That's pathetic/ In fact, it's not uncommon 
for these martial arts "masters" to get the snot 
beat out of them by some crackhead who's 
trying to rob them for $10! The painful lesson 
that we all have to admit is simply this: The 
Oriental martial arts (yes, even Bruce Lee's 
"Jeet Kune Do") typically DO NOT WORK for 
the average guy in real life! 

What DOES Work? 
Fortunately, after my life-long quest, I 

discovered the fighting system used by the 
revered gladiators of ancient Rome -
"Comhrac Bas." It's a "lost" art that hasn't 
been seen or used for thousands of years. 

I was simply astonished when I realized what I 
had discovered. Immediately, my training partners 
and I "put to use" the moves and techniques that 
we discovered. We were blown away by how 
powerful and how simple they were! 

www. th reatresponse .com 

And I guarantee it - you 'II be blown away 
too when you watch my new video! I describe in 
detail how to perform each and every move (and 
the principles behind them) that the gladiators 
used every day in the life-and-death struggles 
they engaged in for Caesar's entertainment! 

Takes 3 DAYS To Learn It, 
NOT 3 Years! 

What makes Comhrac Bas so unique? It's 
simple: It's based on REALITY, not fantasy! 
It uses only what really works in real fights
and it stops there! It doesn't even pretend to 
get fancy or sophisticated! 

As ~ result, it doesn't lend itself to having 
"schools" or "degrees" or "belts" or any of that 
other stuff that drives the martial arts industry. 
It can be learned in 3 DAYS, not 3 years. So 
obviously, no one is going to get rich teaching 
it like they do with the Oriental martial arts -
where you end up paying thousands of dollars 
to some "master" and you have to be his 
"student" for life! 

I know I'm stepping on a lot of toes here 
by saying all this, but I don't care! I'm only 
concerned with teaching people what really 
works in real life. Nothing else! And I predict 
that "Comhrac Bas" will soon take the martial 
arts world by storm. In fact, be prepared to have 
all your pre-conceptions (and mis-conceptions) 
about fighting surgically removed when you 
watch my new 2-part training video on this 
amazing system. Comhrac Bas is so unique that 
not even the Oriental martial arts masters have 
a clue as to how it works or how to defend 
against it! 

It's a "cut-the-crap;' down-and-dirty fighting 
method designed to defeat your opponent in the 
easiest way possible-even under the worst 
conditions imaginable, such as when you're 
attacked by surprise by multiple opponents! 

Learn How To DEFEAT 
"Multiple" Attackers! 

If you know anything about the way most 
street scum operate these days, they almost 
never attack you one-on-one. It's always 2-on
l or 3-on-1. Basically they're cowards, and 
they don't like to take chances. They know it's 
best to keep the odds in their favor as they 



beat the crap out of you! 
Logically, if you don't know how to defend 

yourself against a surprise "multiple" attack
or if you've been practicing those complicated 
moves that require your opponent to cooperate 
with you ... and give you slow motion punches 
or just stand there as dumb as dirt while you go 
through your intricate maneuvers-well, I'm 
sorry to say it, but you're in BIG TROUBLE 
if you ever get attacked for real by two or more 
thugs who are hell-bent on doing you serious 
bodily harm and taking everything you've got. .. 
including, perhaps, your life! 

Listen: Comhrac Bas is designed for exactly 
this kind of "worst case" scenario-because 
that's what the gladiators faced every day! It's 
not for "sport." It's not for show. It's for survival 
and victory ••• plain and simple. 

In fact, if you're not serious about learning 
what it takes to really survive and WIN a hostile 
street attack, then don't bother reading any 
further. Comhrac Bas is not for you! 

bar none! 
You Can Trust Your Life To It! 
If you're tired of wasting your time (and pissed 

off that all the stuff you've worked so hard to 
learn won't matter a fat rat's ass in a real fight), 
get your hands on my Comhrac Bas tapes today. 

Here's What You Get 
TWO professionally-recorded, high-quality 

tapes that total nearly 3 hours of instruction 
time. The first tape gives you all the basics and 
transforms your mindset so you can switch from 
the Oriental fighting style to the Roman 
gladiator style. 

The second tape takes you to a hyper
advanced level of skills and effectiveness unlike 

"It's a 'cut-the-crap,' down-and
dirty fighting method designed to 
def eat your opponents in the 
easiest way possible!" 

But if you want more than just "sport" or anything you've ever seen. You'll be able to 
"art" from your fighting system, then I strongly defeat guys who are twice your size and strung 
urge you to get my new video tapes right away out on PCP. It won't matter-once you know 
and immerse yourself in Comhrac Bas. It's how to use Comhrac Bas. 
going to change your life! Comhrac Bas Works. 

Forget Everything You Thought You Can Trust Your Life To It. 
You Knew About Fighting! As a professional fighter and full-time 

Comhrac Bas is truly "revolutionary." You'll bouncer, I wouldn't be here today if Comhrac 
see what I mean the moment you pop the first Bas didn't work. And I wouldn't use it if it didn't 
tape into your VCR. work. I mean it! My life depends on it! 

No longer will you be wasting your time with But to show you how confident I am that 
those Oriental martial arts that have you Comhrac Bas will change your life and the way 
endlessly kicking the air, throwing slow-motion you look at the martial arts, I'll give you an 
punches at your opponent, wearing silly unconditional 100% Money-Back Guarantee 
pajamas-and wondering deep down if that when you purchase my new video tape set. If 
stuff would really work in real life. you don't like it, you don't pay! 

I have news for you. No, it won't work in Plus, I'm also going to give you-as a Soldier 
real life. And yes, you ARE wasting your time! of Fortune reader-a special discount that will 

But Comhrac Bas will put an end to all that never be repeated again! 
nonsense. And once you learn how to use it Normally, my Comhrac Bas tapes sell for $99 
(again, it takes just 3 days to learn), YOU will for the 2-tape set (a fraction of what you'd pay 
put an end to any fight or hostile confrontation for 3 hours of training with me). But now-for a 
you ever encounter for the rest of your life- limited time only-as a Soldier of Fortune 

Clip and mail this form TODAY and SAVE $30! 

r------------------------~ RUSH DISCOUNT ORDER FORM for SOLDIER OF FORTUNE readers ONLY! 
For Fastest Service, 

Call TOLL-FREE 1-SOG-899-8153 Dept. CB-57 
Call 24 hrs, 7 days/week. Or FAX to (559) 732-5537 

0 YES, Chris! I want to learn the devastating, super-simple fighting system used by the ancient Roman Gladi
ators for unarmed mortal combat! Please send me your mind-blowing 2-tape set on "Comhrac Bas" and let me in on 
this "lost" art that blows away all the complicated Oriental martial arts systems! But if I don't feel "Comhrac Bas" is 
everything you say it is and more. I have a full 90 days to return the tapes and get a complete, no-hassle refund of every 
penny I paid. On that RISK-FREE basis, how can I resist? Here is my order and how I want to pay: 

0 Send me the "Comhrac Bas" videos-normally$99; MY PRICE: JUST $69! I Save $30! 
0 Enclosed is my check or money order (Make payable to OTS) in the amount of $69 + $5 s&h (Total: $74*). 
0 I prefer to pay with my credit card. Please charge my: 0 VISA 0 MC 0 AmEx 0 Discover for $7 4.00. 

Card#:------------

Exp. Date: ___ _ 

Signature: ___________ _ 

Name: ___________ _ 

Address:-----------

City:-------------

Phone: { __ ) State: ZIP: 
Mail to: OTS • 606 E. Acequia, Dept. CB-57 •Visalia, CA 93292 

•CA & VA residents add appropriate sates tax. RUSH shipping available /or additional charges ol $10 /or "2-day• and $15 lor "Overnigh/" shipping. 

I. - - - - - .;.re=d=y=e=o=/p=.ch:,.C:f:9":/::.:r:in=ti~ - - - - - .I 
www. threatresponse. com 

reader, you can order your very own set to watch 
in the privacy of your home ... 

For Only $69! 
YOU SAVE $30!!! 

This is an incredible savings designed to help 
overcome your skepticism. I want you to place 
your order for my Comhrac Bas tapes RIGHT 
NOW and start seeing what the martial arts 
world has been missing for the past 2,000 
years-then decide for yourself1 

Order Now! 
It's easy to order. All you have to do is pick 

up the phone and call this TOLL-FREE 
number at any time of the day or night: 

1·800·899·8153 
Ask for Dept. CB-57. Have your credit 

card handy. Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week! 
Or, if you prefer, simply fill out the Priority 

Rush Order Form at left and mail it with your 
check, money order, or credit card info. 
Remember: You're covered by my 90-Day 
Money-Back Guarantee. You have nothing to 
lose, and a lot to gain by watching these tapes 
and trying Comhrac Bas. 

Then get ready to KICK ••• SOME ... ASS! 

Listen To What These Experts Say 
About "Comhrac Bas" 

"Comhrac Bas is more devastating than anything I've ever 
learned in 10 years of intense military action (Falklands 
War, terrorists in Northern Ireland, SWAT training, etc.). 
It's so easy and simple, anyone can master it quickly. It's 
the real thing!" 

Dave Smith, Tactical Firearms Instructor,former 
Corporal in Royal British Army 

"As a private investigator who has to serve summons on 
very angry people late at night, Comhrac Bas gives me a 
definite advantage in real situations. It's practical, easy to 
learn, and it works. I've used it to defeat violent criminals 
and to defuse dangerous situations. This is something you 
can rely on with confidence." 

Roy Allen, Private Investigator • Oklahoma 
"I went to see some good friends who work as undercover 
agents for the DEA and the Fugitive Task Force. They asked 
me to share your Comhrac Bas training with them, and they 
were amazed at its simplicity and effectiveness. I usually 
don't trust anyone, but you earned my trust. Thank you!" 

Bruce Dudas • Ohio 
"I've been in martial arts for 28 years. I must confess I 
was quite apprehensive about ordering your tapes. I 
suspected they would just be someone selling yet another 
martial arts system. Well, I was wrong! Never did I expect 
something so simple and practical that could be learned 
from video tapes without years of training in complicated 
moves! Chris Clugston is exactly what he claims, and he 
goes beyond Bruce Lee in perfecting a fighting ·style 
needed in today's society." 

Donald Autry •New Jersey 
"There is no way to defend against these moves! They're 
simple, yet devastating beyond belief. I've only been 
practicing Comhrac Bas a short time, but I've already used 
it successfully in the field. It works!" 

Greg Brittan • Texas 
"This is exactly what I've been looking for-a practical 
system that would work in the street. I now have more 
confidence in my ability to handle a confrontation than 
I got from 6 years of formal martial arts training ... .it's 
so simple and allows you to control any situation." 

M. Jolin Andrews • Utah 
"You are real. Everyone else is living in a fantasy world! 
My fear is gone!You've destroyed it. I've spent thousands 
of dollars learning various martial arts, but your training 
replaces and blows away years of idiotic "trial and error" 
training. I can't thank you enough for what you've done 
for me." 

Andy McMillen •Pennsylvania 



Yugo Togs 
I have 5,000 Yugoslavian soldier's uni

forms in plastic bags. Brand new, never 
worn, with the ranking insignia etc. on them. 
They' re gray camouflage and winter weight. 
Looking for a buyer for the whole lot. 

Mike Mneimneh 
m.mneimneh@cais.com 

Don 't know how much market there 
would be for those! Why not try and see if 
some Hollywood costumer could use them 
for a future movie. 01; if you have a bill of 
sale for them, you might find a market in 
Belgrade .. . Or (see "Bulletin Board" this 
issue) you might be able to sell them to the 
Air Force as "captured war souvenirs." 

More Blatant Dem Bashing 
I am sure everyone agrees that the 

Democratic National Commjttee has taken 
the high moral ground since they refused 
money from big tobacco, but isn ' t 
Presidential candidate Algore a third-gener
ation tobacco farmer? 

They also refused to take money from 
gun manufacturers or the NRA but if 1996 
is any indicator, they wiLI take money from 
the Red Crunese Army! 

They won't take money from guns or 
tobacco, both legal products, but they wiLI 
take money from a comnmnist regime that 
murders its prisoners to sell their organs to 
the highest bidder! 

From Rosie to Dianne Feinstein, from 
Algore to our "hapless boy president," 
hypocrisy thy name is Democrat! 

Michael A. Pacer 
Glendora, California 

Local Satisfaction 
I just wanted to tell everyone involved 

with SOF and its related works, job well 
done! As an enlisted military man, an auxil
iary sheriff's deputy, a true and proud 
American, and an avid SOF reader, I always 
anticipate the next issue and believe that the 
people responsible for all aspects of its pub
lication deserve the greatest respect and 
applause for their efforts. 

Derick Hicks 

International Satisfaction 
I just wanted to share with you my com

plete satisfaction with the international 
exposure our Israel Shooting Tour has 
obtained as a result of our advertising in 
your magazine. I understood Soldier of 
Fortune magazine had a considerable fol
lowing worldwide, but I continue to be sim
ply "blown-away" by the ever-growing list 

I 
- -- -

STEINER MILITARY/MARINE 

Battle Tested & Ready For Action. 
They've stood up to some of the toughest conditions in 

the world. That's what makes these rugged, lightweight ~_.-::::--...... 
Steiner binoculars the free world's leading military 
binoculars. So whatever action you have in 
mind- whatever environment you challenge
Steiner stands ready with optics that deliver 
sharp, crisp images with German precision. 
The Steiner 8 x 30 Military/Marine. Once focused, it's 

sharp from 20 yards out for fast recognition of your 
target. Also available in 6 x 30, 7 x 50, 

9 x 40 and 10 x 50 models. 

Pioneer Research 
97 Foster Rd., Moorestown, NJ 08057-1118 
1856) 866-9191. 1800)257-7742. Fax: (856) 866-8615 
Steiner Optik Canada, Inc. 
52 Chatham St., West, Suite 300, 
Windsor, Ontario N9A 5M6 Canada (519)258-7263 

STEINER~ 
GERMANY 
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An All Ameriican Tradition ... 
An-All American Rifle! 

Congratulations to 
Soldier of Fortune on 

your 25th Anniversary! 

We offer a complete line of .223, .243 and .308 caliber rifles & carbines, plus the 
innovative AR-50™ .50 caliber rifle - All American made and backed by our lifetime 

warranty - and a great selection of options, upgrades, parts and accessories. Visit our 
website at www.armalite.com, or send $2.00 or your FFL for our complete catalog: 

~ 
We test fire 

our rifles with 
Blach Hills Ammo! 

ARMALITE® INC. • P.O. BOX 299 • GENESEO, IL 61254 
309-944-6939 • FAX: 309-944-6949 • www.armalite.com 

D2Extreme 
NewD2 Tool 
Steel Blades 
for Maximum 
Toughness 
and Edge 
Retention. 

Blades are laser cut 
from D2 tool steel __ 
bar stock 

Heat treated 
to HRC 59-60 

Deep Frozen 
to 120°F 

"" 

New 
KA-BAR/Eagle 
Sheath! 
Tough, Quiet, Safe 
& Versatile. 
• Ballistic Nylon 
• Molded Blade Insert 
• Large Utility Pouch 

•Multiple 
Tie-downs 

• Velcro lined 
Belt loop 

'-....__ Overall 
Length 
11 7/8" KA-BAR Knives, Inc 

An ALCAS Company 
1125 East State Street• Olean, New York 14760 

Ph: 1-800-282-0130 • Fx: 716-373-6245 •E-Mail: info@ka-bar.com • www.ka-bar.com 

KA-BAR was there 

of countries from which I receive requests 
from your readers for my tour brochure. 

I received many requests for information 
from within the United States, and by e-mail 
and facsimile I also heard from your readers 
in countries as diverse as Albania, Argentina, 
Australia, Bahrain, Brazil, Canada, England, 
France, Germany, Guatemala, Hong Kong, 
Malta, Netherlands, Po1tugal, Qatar, Russia, 
and Singapore. This list, which is partial, con
tinues to expand. Even though my last adver
tisement was in the September ' 99 issue, I 
still hear from your readers. For example, my 
most recent request for a brochure came just 
last week, by facsimile, from a fellow in Dar 
Es Salaam, Tanzania, East Africa. 

As far as reach ing the international audi
ence to whom I wanted to introduce my 
Israeli Tours, SOF more than surpassed my 
expectations. I would highly recommend it 
to anyone needing to reach an international 
readership in shooting, arms, ammunition 
and related gear. 

Howard (Hanan) Linett, 
Israel Action Shooting Tours 

90 Degrees Off 
A quick question from Switzerland: 

What's the thinking behind holding a hand
gun in a 90-degree angle (ejection port 
down) while shooting (as seen here in 
Europe on countless U.S. TV shows lately). 

Thomas Raymann 
Switzerland 

The thinking is, at least among some 
directors, that it looks cool. A few years ago, 
every ignoramus on the screen was holding 
the gun in a "cup and saucer" grip. Unless 
you have a broken ejector or some grotesque 
orthopedic condition, this writer sees no 
practical use to holding a pistol with the ejec
tion port down. Fire a few strings yourself 
and see what you think. It has been offered 
th.at since most errors in alignment are up 
and down as opposed side to side, such a 
weird grip helps get the elevation right. This 
writer does not think that is the case. A 
Libertarian when it comes to shooting tech
nique, this writer thinks you should do what
ever works for you. But I don't think holding 
the pistol 90-degrees off- which automati
cally precludes effective use of the sights - is 
more than a celluloid affectation, and an invi
lation to Carpal Tunnel Syndrome. 

Biffi Wham! Pow! 
I would like to take this time to address 

my ongoing displeasure with your magazine, 
for which I have a subscription ... The main 
point I would like to make is that your maga
zine has become a tool of the NRA and the 
Republican Party rather than an informative 
magazine that is open to all people. I don 't 
remember your magazine in the 1980s con
stantly refening to the NRA, the GOP and a 
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bunch of other right-wing crap. I consider 
myself a conservative person but your maga
zine is now some political propaganda ma
chine that is turning off everyone ... I never 
remember your mission statement being 
about politics. 

How about a little positive attitude in 
your magazine, too. In your most recent 
[issue] every article was a bunch of pes
simistic bitching. Your writers seem like a 
bunch of whiny old dinosaurs who are sit
ting around complaining about the good old 
days and poor little them. It seems you want 
some bleeding hearts to care about you. 

Some tough guys you are. Your maga
zine used to be positive and make you proud 
of your country, your military, and your vet
erans. Now you got people like Mr. 
Hackworth who consistently complain 
about everything ... 

I was also wondering why it is necessary 
for your boss, Mr. Brown, to have his pic
ture plastered on everything in your maga
zine. Sounds like you got a real prima 
donna, self-promoting king in charge. 
Maybe when it isn' t the 25th anniversary 
next year we can stop seeing his portrait. 
Thank you for your time and I look forward 
to a response. 

Scott Hinz 
Monona, Wisconsin 

Thanks for your candor. Our mission 
statement has always been to do whatever 
we can to defy the enemies of liberty. The 
lynch-pin right in this country that defends 
our liberties is the Second Amendment: The 
primary force that defends this right today 
is the NRA. And if you think we 've gotten 
too "Republican, " be advised that our pub
lisher and owner Bob Brown is a registered 
Democrat. Bring back Harry Truman and 
we'll put him on the cover. In the meantime, 
we'd be remiss in our job if we didn 't deal 
with the abuses of government, which, like it 
or not, have been mostly "democratic" in 
the last decade. As for using our company 
icon as an icon, well, that 's too bad. We'd 
like him to be better-looking, too: But we 
don 't throw away dollar bills j ust because 
Washington 's teeth didn't fit. 

Argentina Calling 
My colonel, your 

magazine is the best in the 
world. I am an ex-soldier, 
hunter and shooter from 
Argentina. Here we are 
fighting for the right to 
keep and bear arms too. 
We are millions of shoot
ers, but we are not so uni t

ed as you are. Congratulations to P. Kokalis, 
LO points to his article on Vector rifles. 
Please publish my name and e-mail dos 
patria omuerte special forces lerna. 

Pablo Pozzi 
fpozzi@sf.cordoba.ar ~ 

Send 
$1.00 For 
Complete 

Planet Ammo 
Exotic Catalog 

Planet Ammo Video 

'REFUNDABlE UPON PURCHASE' 

~~ 
517 Concord Drive 

0# ftlis Wof\t\ l\\\\\\~~ 
FUN. POWER 

PACK 1PACK 
One Pack Each Of Our Most 

Popular PYROTECHNIC Products 

12 Ga. DRAGON'S BREATH 
Three Second FlBme Thrower - 3!Pak 

12 Ga. BIRD BOMBS 
Shoots on M-80 Bomb 90• Yards • 3/Pak 

12 Ga. COMET TRACER SLUG 
Bnghl Long Buming/Non·Corrosive - J/Pak 

12 Ga. FLASH BOMBS 
Bird Bomb with Firework Display - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. FIRE SIREN 
110 Yard Eor Piercing Whisder - J/Pak 

12 Ga. NAPALM INCENDIARY 
Sparks Burst On lmpacl Then Bums · 3/Pak 

12 Ga. POWER BL!l~'KS 
120 Decibel Concussion - 6/Pak 

12 Ga. SUPER FLARES 
Bright r:led Signnl Over 400 Feet · 3/Pak 
12 Ga. SMOKE BOMBS 

Hundreds 01 Cubic Feet 01 Thick Smolle · 3/Pek 
.22LR TRACER ROUNDS 

Non-Corrosive Brighi Trace 100.o. Yards· 10/Pak 
ARTILLERY SMOKE BOMBS 
Thick GRAY Smoke· Bums for 3 Min. • 6/Pak 
MUSTARO SMOKE BOMBS 

Thick YELLOW Smoke· Bums for 3 Min. · 6/Pak 
EXPLODING TARGETS 

2 x 2 Square · Detonates l.Jke A Cannon · &'Pak 

I One Pack Each Of Our Most 
Popular HIGH POWER Produ c ts 

12Ga. BOLO 
Two lead Slugs Connected by S" Steel Wire - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. BOUNCER 
Two Large Zytel BeUs/Noo-LethaJ · 3/Pak 
12 Ga. CHAIN REACTION 

Six Inch Stael Chain/Expands Strike Area · 31Pak 
12 Ga. DETONATOR 

Loa~b12E~~i"Otf0RoB~oSfE~ 3/Pak 
Impact Disintegrating Lead Shot Slug • 3/Pak 
12 Ga. DOUBLE TROUBLE 

Two Slugs with One Shot - 31Pak 
12 Ga. FLECHETTE 

Multiple Steel Darts for Trauma Effect - 31Pak 
12 Ga. HAMMER 

lead Been Beg Round For Non-lethal Use · 3/Pak 
12 Ga. MINI MISSILE 

Steel Core Slug For Super Penetration · J/Pak 
12 Ga. PIT BULL 

Super POWERFUL Slug & Six OO·Buck Pellets· 3/Pak 
12 Ga. STINGER 

Su:tsen OO·Plasbc Pellets Peppilr Objective • J/Pak 
12 Ga. SHREDDER 

Multiple Steel Tacks Shred Like A Razor · 3/Pek 
12 Ga. TERMINATOR 

Tiny Shot Core Slug Creates Huge ExpaosiOfl · 3/Pak 

11mm THUMPER•C1enat1e1.aunc11e1 iw., • .-.~.,~ -~??•tllfi-.rc;;-. 
~·----~n- • ...,...,.., .. _.. '" ~~ ~lt1•1111111rar111:,~ • ,OHound11Pt!1,P1ck • 

10 Round• pu «er 

37mm BIRD BUSTERS 
$69.98/Box 

37mm SUPER FLARES 
$59.98/Box 

37mm SMOKE BOMB 
$69.98/Box 

BUY ANY FOUR BOXES 
SAVE $10.00! 

• 380 ACP • 9mm • .38 Spl •. · . 
.357 Magnum • .44 Magnum · · • 

.45 ACP • .30·Carbine ·. · ·: · 
.223 Cal. • 7.62 x 39mm · , · · ;, 

.308 NATO • .30.06 

..... _ga Pe• Pack 
SAV•I Any ... Pac- •o• $45.00 
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Duane Dieter CQD SpecOps Tuctical Folder 
The "beauty of functional design" acknowledges the fact that a 

maturely engineered design which functions well, invariably will 
also look good. Of course, this applies only to what man has 
wrought, not any particular body part, and we shou ld acknow ledge 
that in manufactmed objects the inverse is not necessarily true. For 
instance, there are many knives on the market - as designed for 
Hollywood or the inexperienced user - that look gorgeous or effec
tive, but whose "design" features only hamper practical use. As in, 
complications added for an esthetic, with no useful purpose, which 
get in the way of the functional features. 

Having pontificated on that point, let's sort out the difference 
between simple and simple-minded. A device comprising a "com
plex" assemblage of simple components or featu res, if adroitly engi
neered by a savvy man who knows from experience what is impor
tant, can remain simple to use. If cleverly combined, the various fea
tures and the overall demeanor of the implement can be kept faci le. 
Simple (not simpli stic) is best, because when the adrenaline flows 
only the simple features will be used. When the heat is on, bells and 
whistles sometimes just get in the way. 

The difference between cumbersome bells and whistles and use
fu l options usually lies in the talent - and experience - of the 
des igner. 

Which brings us to one of the most well-conceived multi-featured 
duty knives we have yet seen, the Duane Dieter Close Quarters 
Defense SpecOps Tactical Folder. Truly a masterwork of design, the 
Dieter QCD is essentiaLly a basic folder, but with nuances of engi
neering that make every familiar feature perform to the max, while 
never getting in the way of another function. Every feature and the 
manner in which it has been wrought is useful: Some features are seen 
on no other knife, and on no other knife we have seen are any of the 
individual features better executed. The overall result is called by its 
maker "the most advanced tactical folder of all time." It may well be. 
For certain, it will become a benchmark in duty cutlery engineering. 

The numerous features, and the way they work in concert with 

the other features, are too numerous to detail in a short review (we 
suggest you write for their brochure on this knife: They are justifi
ably proud of this new implement, and not bashful about extolling its 
virtues). 

Genuinely ambidextrous and readily moveable, the sturdy spring 
clip that secures the knife to LBE or wherever the mission requires 
can be mounted on either side of the grips. The grips themselves are 
shaped with a prominent swel l forward, which serves as an effective 
hilt, and a unique feature which illustrates how well thought-out this 
tool is, are the side hilts forward on either grip that come into play 
when the blade is used in a horizontal attitude, as it is on many tac
tical moves. If anyone has ever addressed this before, we missed it! 

The ergonomics of grip are further enhanced with two "Wing 
Walk" sharply textured inserts on each side of the grip, and precise
ly cut-through diagonal grooves in the middle of those CNC-milled 
alumi num grips. These cutouts serve also to exped ite cleaning, espe
cially if you happen to be working in the surf or on the bottom where 
sand drifts into everything. Of further interest to those working 
under water or in the air is the lanyard hole in the butt, and the "sup
port blade" built into a notch just forward of the extended pommel, 
which serves to cut shroud lines, seat belts, comma wire, fabric, etc. 
The broad grip has faux finger grooves on the underside, so the oper
ator's tactiJe senses let him know the attitude of the blade in his 
hand, important in low-visibility or when an operator doesn't take 
Iris eyes off the target/workpiece. 

The polymer-coated blade jumps from the grip with a forward 
nudge to the ambidextrous thumbstud and a flick of the wrist, lock
ing securely (there is also a secondary safety lock), and is readily 
retracted by pushing a button. Automatic versions are available for 
appropriate professionals. 

The broadening, spear-point bade is almost cuneiform, wide at 
the base in relation to its length for strength all the way forward. The 
rear spine is grooved as an aid to retracting the kn ife from the work
piece. The blade is avai lable double-edged to law-enforcement pro
fessionals, or false-edged. The face of the blade may be had plain or 
serrated to suit your duties. It comes out of the box very sharp, with 
blade and grip polymer coated to obviate reflected light. Blade ten-

36 25th Ann i versary Issue SOLDIER OF FORTUNE '9Z' NOVEMBER 2000 



Dehydration is the #1 factor of heat stress. 
You've felt the effects of not having enough 
water; thirst, headache, fatigue , loss of 
endurance. The Hands-free CamelBak 
Hydration System is the best way to stay 
hydrated. It lets you drink while on the move 
and carry enough water. With water capaci
ties to 100 oz./3 liters, and cargo space up to 
1900 cubic inches, there is a CamelBak 
Hydration System for all missions. 

~ ······~ 
~of.\ 
~ Steallh111 TllermoBak" 

The new 2000 Maximum™ Gear hydration line 
has been completely redesigned with rugged 
10000 nylon, heavy duty zippers, double
stitched seams, drag handles, upgraded har
nesses and construction to withstand the rig
ors of combat. The new 100 oz. Storm™ fits 
into packs and is standard issue with the new 
MOLLE system. The low profile 72 oz. 
Stealth TM fits under gear and is great for oper
ating in cramped spaces. The full featured 

H.A.W.G.111 

100 oz. Motherlode™ is designed for multi
day tactical missions. CamelBak has the best 
hydration components in the business. 
CamelBak's rugged, collapsible polyurethane 
reservoirs feature new Screw Cap closures 
for leakproof performance. The Big BiterM 
Valve offers double the fiow of the previous 
design, and is now positioned for easier use 
with the new Ergo Angle™. For more info, Call 
or e-mail for a free catalog! 
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America's Leading 
Sporting Goods 
Discounter 

.223Ammo 
Nato Ml93 55 grain, FMJ. ~ 
Bra ss case, boxer primed. ~ 
20 Round box. AMM-229 ...... ~ 
'3.49 ~~ 

122 grain, berdan primed, non-corro
sive, steel cased. 20 Round Boxes 
AMM-632 ... 599.50 per 1,0000 Rounds 

9mmluger 
115 grain, FMJ. Berdan primed, 
non-co rrosive, steel case. 

AMM-414 ... 599.97per 1,0000 Rounds 
BEFORE YOU BUY AMMO, READ TIUS: Wo unnot ship 
umil wehave: Acopyolynur d11vcr'1 hcense,or Clll (concealed 

hand~1mlit1tn s e ) a11d asigned, han d ·w11 uens1 01 omenl totheetfoc t ·"Thei e 
are no tnws prohibiting mo horn ownmg ammo. I am over 21 years old." You may lu it 10 1·800·596·!i655 m you may m&il 
1tin. BcloreVou lox. ple11S1111nl 111go thecopyof YQur license i!pnssible. Tn avo1d 1ho drive(shcensehasslo,buyhom our 
website, www.Choape1ThanOirtcom. W6 do no t ship ammo m Alaska. Huwaii ar P.O. Boxes. 

Ammo Can 
Organizer Maximize 
the storage inside your 
50 caliber ammo cans. 
These stackable trays 

have adjustable dividers to 
hold everything. Handles on 

tray fold down to close lid . 
Turn your ammo can into 

a tool box, tackle box 
or parts depot. Comes 

in a set of three. 
ZAA-074 ... 59.97 

PreBan All Metal Blue Steel 
High Capacity Pistol Magazines 

Item Number Price 
...... MAG-141 .. $12.97 

Beretta and Taurus 9mm 20 Round . . .. MAG-145 
Browning Hi-Power 9mm 13 Round .. MAG-203 . 
Browning Hi-Power 9mm 30 Round .......... MAG-206 
Ruger P-85 and P-89 15 Round .............. MAG-425 
Auger P-85 and P-89 9mm 20 Round .......... MAG-429 
Auger P-85 and P-89 9mm 30 Round .. ........ MAG-428 
Sig-Sauer P226 30 Round .......... ....... .. MAG-463 
S&W 59 Series, 9mm 10 Rd. fits Marlin Camp Carbine . MAG-643 

;!!~~~:"-"lllilililil S&W 59 Series, 9mm 30 Rd. fits Marlin Camp Carbine MAG-639 
Taurus 92 9mm 15 Round 

PreBan All Metal Blue Steel 
High Capacity Rifle Magazines 
Description Item Number Price 

AA-15 or M-16 .223 20 Round ......... MAG-062 ... $12.97 
AA·15 or M-16 .223 30 Round ....... .. MAG-070 .. ..... $13.97 
AA· 15 or M-16 .223 40 Round ......... MAG-080 ....... $13.97 

AR·15 Mags 
.223 30 Round Orlite 

AA-15 Orlite 30 Round ....... MAG-790 ...... $24.97 {Does not work in Bushmasters) 
(OocsnotworkinBushmasters) .223 30 Round Orlite Israeli ...... MAG-105 ... .......... $29.97 
H&K M-91 .308 30 Round ... MAG-307 ....... $17.97 .223 30 Rd. Aluminum, USA ......... MAG-EXC60A ....... $13.97 
Mini-14 .223 20 Round .............. MAG-387 ...... $13.49 .223 20 Round . . ................. MAG-062 .............. Sl 2.97 
Mini-14 .223 30 Round ..................... MAG-392 ....... $14.97 .223 30-Aound . . ...... MAG-070 .. ............ $13.97 

Mini-14 .223 40 Round . MAG-395 ....... $19.97 .223 40-Aound ... MAG-080 .............. $13.97 

Mini·30 7.62x39 20 Round ............... MAG-400 ....... $10.97 
Mini-30 7.62x39 30 Round ............... MAG-405 ..... $14.97 
M-14 M1A .308 20 Round .... MAG-355 ...... $17.97 
M-14 Ml A .308 30 Round ................ MAG-358 ...... $14.97 AGS 

Call or write for a 

Free Catalog 
,,E,l11~~k!:!l ~2!~!~~ Shipping Charges 

ol>M011<1mbl•oncbt<1 .. Order Subtotal Shipping 
~~ S l .00 · $ 14.75 $5 .97 
~ · $14.76 · S29.75$7.97 

$29.76 - $49.75 ~.97 

~~ S49.76 · S99.75Sl2.97 L.:..::::..J !.-ml S99.76 · S199.75 $14.97 
Over$199.75 $16.97 

.,.t;:.':f:'~~:·~~.. 0111111........, .. us°"" su.., ..... .. =="'""" ...... ,:;(25,r'J::';.~ ..... 
2520 NE Loop 820 

fo rt Worth, TX 76106-1809 
Phone Orders, Toll Free: 

1-800-421-8047 
24 " '"' Fo" 1-800-596·5655 

Customer Seivico: 1-800-559-0943 
Technical Questions: 1-888-625-2506 

The Ultimate 
Internet Site 
for Ofltdoo. 
B"Yel'S r 
ss,ooa 
Products 
PRICES 
Cheaper ! han Dirt! .. 

and a three setting 
scramble. Ten 
channel weather 

~~...,.-- radio, audible call 
alert and vibrator, 
keypad lock, 

stopwatch with timer, 
clock with ala rm, and 

removable swivel belt 
clip. Uses AA batteries 

and includes Motorola's 



sion is precisely adjustable. 
The bandies are milled from 6061 T-6 aluminum; the blade is 

from 154cm stainless, hardened to RC 60. Handles are milspec hard
anodized and flat black. Overall length is 9.5" open, 5.75" closed. 
The 3.75"-blade is .148 thick, and is available in a variety of finish
es. It s avai lable with either nylon or Kydex sheaths . 

Superb design, the best of materials and flawless workman
ship make Dieter 's CQD a worthy companion no matter to where 
duty calls. 

Available from Masters of Defense, Dept. SOF, 1941 Camp 
Branch Rd., Waynesville, NC 28786; phone: 888-832-4158; fax : 
828-452-7327; full online catalog at www.mastersofdefense.com . 

PhotDn Micro-Light 
Some long-in-tooth editors remember when a portable light that 

didn't use kerosene was high tech. Even though we have gotten accus
tomed to technology surging forward, every now and then we come 
across something you just have to see to believe. Such is the Photon 
Micro-Light, manufactured by L.R.I. and distributed by Essential Gear, 
Inc. Believe it or not, this pocket light is the size of a two-bit piece and 

can be seen for a mile on a clear, dark night. It is not a poacher's light, 
but it will serve admirably to light any dark path or show you the way 
out of dark spots. Of equal importance is that because of its incredibly 
small size, you will have it with you. It comes on a key ring, and bas a 
squeeze switch and a handy on-off switch. 

It comes in color beams of yellow, orange, red, infrared, green, 
white, blue and turquoise. Batteries have a shelf life of 10 years. It 
will shine from 12 hours to 5 days, depending on color (yellow, 
orange, red are best) and type of usage. 

We tested it thoroughly and give it three thumbs up (our guitar 
teacher always said we had three thumbs) . Micro-small, light, 
rugged, effective, dependable, trouble free: how good does it get? 
Less than $20 from Essential Gear, Inc., Dept SOF, 22 Cleveland St., 
Greenfield, MA 01301; phone: 800-582-3861 ; fax: 413-772-8947. 
Check out their web site at www.essentialgear.com . ~ 
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UNITED SfATES 
Genocidal To The Core: Responding to question by Leslie Stahl on 60 Minutes if she 
thought deaths of 500,000 Iraqi children was price worth paying for UN sanctions, 
Madeleine Albright says " ... yes, we think the price is worth it."• Clinton's Friends: The 
Washington Times reports, "Hackers suspected of working for a Chinese government 
institute in Beijing broke into a computer system at Los Alamos National Laboratory and 
pilfered large amounts of sensitive information, including documents containing the word 
"nuclear" ... • Not So Stealthy: Some reports are in that the F-11 Ts shoot-down over 
Belgrade might have been due to aircraft's flying trademark NATO "common way-point" 
(flight path to target) and to Serb "observers" reporting take-off times from bases in 
Italy. Or, maybe it just can't fly through clouds of shrapnel. •Rapist In The White House: 
According to new book, Sellout: The Inside Story Of President Clinton's Impeachment, by 
David Schippers, appointed by Judiciary Chairman Hyde to head the inquiry, our pres 
admitted to Juanita Broaddrick's husband in the mid-'80s that he raped Mrs. Broaddrick. 
•Osprey, Away! USAF's new CV-22 tiltrotor "Osprey" aircraft unveiled at Bell 's Arlington, 
Texas, plant. Cause of USMC crash months ago is blamed on pilot error. 

New Lows For Squatters: 17 school
children, ages 12 - 14, are kidnapped 
from white-owned ranch and held for 
several hours with girl captives being 
sexually harassed. The Commercial 
Farmers' Union (CFU) claims that police 
were deaf to local residents' pleas for 
help. Things continue to worsen. 

~~ 

Neighbor Helping Neighbor: PRC 
helps Pakistan, North Korea, Iran and 
Libya develop missiles during 1999, 
says recent CIA report. • Partial 
Stand-Down? Announces temporary 
five-year halt in attacking Taiwan; 
Beijing cites economic goal of gain
ing access to Taiwanese capital. • 
Africa, Here We Come: Four mili
tary delegations dispatched to Africa, 
which cou ld trigger destabilizing 
"Dark Continent" arms race. Ports of 
call included Namibia, South Africa, 
Tanzania, Angola and Botswana. 

--~ 



RUSSIA 
ENGIAND The Kursk Incident: 118 Russian submariners lose their lives 

after Oscar-11-class vessel goes down following explosions. 
Harking back to Cold War days, leaders held off offer of foreign 
aid unti l too late. Russia demands U.S. kick-in for salvage 
expenses. Troubled waters lie ahead for Russian leader Putin 
who vacationed on a beach while Russian sailors were dying. 

Red-laced Ml6: David Shaylor, former 
British operative , faces charges he violated 
Official Secrets Act, two of which are that 
Ml6 bungled hit on Col. Muammar Gaddafi 
and that security services failed to act on 
alert of large IRA bomb in City of London. 

PAKISTAN 
India , Look Out! Thousands 
of vi llagers near Ouetta 
shocked at apparent large
size meteor shower but 
which is more-than-likely ini
tial testing of new 75-foot, 
1,800-mile range Ghuari Ill 
missile , sim ilar to North 
Korea's Taepo Dong I. 

PHILIPPINES 
Libya reluctantly ag rees to pay entire multimillion
dollar ransom demanded by Philippine Muslim ., 
guerrillas in last-ditch effort to win release of 12 
foreign hostages. Members of negotiating team 
said pri vately that deal to free all 24 captives held 
by separatists in southern Philippine jungle fell 
through earlier because Libya offered only 
$700,000 for each foreigner instead of the $1 mil
lion rebels wanted. Libya, which has long had ties 
with Philippine Muslim separatists, has played 
prominent role in negotiations with the Abu Sayyaf, 
hoping it can improve its international image. 

KOSOVO 
When In Doubt, Redefine: Stuck in 
its NATO quagmire, U.S. still aims at 

UZBEKISTAN 
Meres , Dope And Little 
Hope: Islamic militants, with 
assistance from outside mil
itary trainers, again start up 
following 9-month lull. 
Islam ic Movement of 
Uzbekistan (IMU) offs Uzbek 
guards, takes hostages, 
includ ing Japanese geolo
gists, and traffics in dope to 
raise funds for their goal of 
converting the Ferghana 
Valley into an Islamic state. 

repositioning its peacekeeping role. ~~~~~:it' 11"' 
What's the old joke? NATO is to keep 
the Russians out, the Germans down 
.. . and the United States in. 

BURMA IMYANMARI 
Only Second Place: Finishes 1999 runner-up to Afghanistan in tons of 
opium produced (1 ,200). Only 1 % of production is estimated to be 
intercepted; 99%, therefore, makes it to world markets. Military regime 
in Rangoon promises eradication of opium trade by 2005. But the Wa, 
fierce northern tribe led by remnants of old Burmese Communist Party 
(BCP) , have virtually their own nation near Chinese border, economy of 
which revolves around dope. Now diversifying into production of 
methamphetamine ( Yaba, or "The Mad Drug") . A tablet costs $ .08 to 
produce in Burma but sells for $3.00 on streets of Bangkok. 



by Robert K. Brown 

"How Not To Make 81,500!" 

42 

Editor's note: The following account originally appeared as a 
sidebar to the article "SOF Tech Scoops," by Peter G. Kokalis. in 
the October 1990 (SOF' s ] 5th Anniversary Issue). We figured you 
readers would like to read it again. 

A
fter turning over the AK-47 rounds to representatives of acer
tain government agency (not the CIA), we discussed what 
kind of deals we could make for the future. They gave me a 
list of Russian equipment they wanted and a list of the prices 
they wou ld pay for each item. A container of nerve gas, for 

example, would bring $250,000; a container of incapacitating gas, 
$ 125,000; an AGS-17 grenade launcher, $65,000, and so on. 

Running around Pakistan with pockets full of money did not seem 
Like a good idea, so I asked if they would pay me, in cash or gold, for 
each item as I turned it in. This way, I could pay for something from 
the list with money received from a previous sale, leaving me with lit
tle to carry around, Still, I anticipated the Afghans would demand siz
able sums of money for any items purchased from them. 

They agreed, then instructed me to check in with the Defense 
Attache's Office (DAO) in the American Embassy to let them know I 
had arrived. They instructed me to have no dealings with the State 
Department, as State had tried to take credit for obtaining the NBC fil
ter that Galen Geer had brought out of Afghanistan. No problem, or so 
I thought at the time. Checking in at DAO, a young nincompoop lieu
tenant colonel began huffing, "I' ll have to contact the DIA (Defense 
Intelligence Agency) first." And to hell with you, too. "Whatever," I 
replied. It was time to head back to the local Holiday Inn. 

Lieutenant Colonel Nincompoop shod up the next morning to 
officially tell me, in an officially staccato voice, that, "We will not 
pay you in cash, and any payment we do make will have to be in the 
United States. Also, you should not go into Afghanistan, as neither 
the American ambassador in Afghanistan nor in Pakistan will be 
able to help you." 

I asked Lt. Col. Nincompoop what the security was like on 

Robert K. Brown (left) in the first picture of tripod of Russian lightweight 
12.7mm heavy machine gun taken in Darra in December 1988. (above) 
Brown in the first published photo of French antitank Milan missile 
somewhere in Afghanistan. 
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the road between Peshawar (where the SOF 
team was based), and Islamabad, where I had 
flown in. 

"The road is secure. There are no check
points, no roadblocks, no problems." (I later 
found out that English is the second language of 
Pakistan. Everybody, including Lt. Col. 
Nincompoop, says "No problems" and "I under
stand." The translation for these is invariably, 
"There is a problem, but I don't understand.") 

I flew back to Peshawar where the seven
man SOF team was training Afghans and look
ing for goodies from the agency list. The agency 
had offered to pay a dollar a round for an addi-

(larger photo) Soviet 5.45mm 
(right) and 5.56mm U.S. round 
(left) for comparison. (inset) 
Sectioned view of the Soviet 
5.45mm bullet. 

tional 10,000 rounds of AK-74 ammo, but days 
turned into weeks, and we were finding zip. A 
couple of days before it came time to say, "Bye
bye," however, our luck began to change. 

John Donovan, who had been teaching the muj how to fuse and 
place land mines and Mike Pate, our ordnance expert, were able to 
buy 5,000 rounds of AK-74 ammo for 70 cents a round in Darra. 
They successfully smuggled the ammo past Pakistani Army check
points into our hotel in Peshawar, then took off for the States. 

Dr. John Peters and I returned after being temporarily "detained" 
for trying to get into an off-limits refugee camp to find the 5,000 
rounds packed into knapsacks, lying on the bed. 

s e~r. uil ng on t e 
style, we've "stretched" it out to a 

6" length to comply with regulations so you can 
legally use it on your Pre-Ban Lower Receiver. This 
superbly accurate .223 caliber 16" barrel offers the 
same light weight and reduced diameter configuration 
under the handguards as our 14.5" M4 type barrel. As 
always, Bushmaster manufactures to meet - or 
exceed - U. S. Government Military Specifications. 
These tough standards ensure that your chrome lined 
Bushmaster barrel will deliver years of accuracy and 
durability, and that replacement parts - should 
you ever need them in the future -
will fit like new. 

For orders 24 hrs. a day, call ... 

1-800-998-SW~ 
c 

Peters and I were scheduled to leave soon, so 
instead of driving the three-and-a-half hours back 
to Islamabad, we decided to unload our goodies 
on the U.S. Consulate in Peshawar, even though 
we had been instructed otherwise. I mean, we 
were supposed to be on the same side, right? 

I called the consulate, where we had earlier 
been given the standard dog and pony show 
briefing, and said we had some items to deliver. 
No problem. Now it was "James Bond" time. 
Taxis were switched, and we constantly checked 
for a tail. 

Our anxiety roller-coastered as the driver "I 
understand" and "no problemed" us past every 
army post and police station in Peshawar on our 
way there. I had no idea how many years in a 
Pakistani slammer carrying 5,000 rounds would 
merit, and did not particularly wish to find out. 

After finally getting the rounds to the consulate, 
we breathed a sigh of relief and returned to the 
hotel. Mission accomplished - or so we thought. 
At 0730 the next morning, the phone rang. 

"Mr. Brown?" 
"Yes." 
"This is the consulate. I have been informed 

by my superiors in Islamabad that we cannot 
accept the goods you delivered. You will have to 

come back and pick them up." 
I was very tempted to tell him to take the 5,000 rounds and insert 

them into the body orifice of his choice, but if he did that, we' d be 
kissing off $3,500. Ah, what the hell, I thought ... let's taxi it to the 
U.S. Embassy. 

So we hired some Abdul with an old Mercedes and headed out. 

Continued on page 98 
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he visa clerk at Bulawayo Airport literally 
rubbed his hands. "Money, money, money!" he 
exclaimed as the pile of American greenbacks 
grew on his counter. The $30 entry fee required 
of each visitor was payable only in U.S. curren
cy, but most of us just off the South African 

Airways 737 reckoned it worthwhile. We were hunters, 
photographers, a diplomat or two, and probably a couple of 
aspiring spooks, judging by their nervous demeanor. 

Welcome to Zimbabwe. 
As in every other commercial and government building 

we saw in-country, the formal portrait of President Robert 
Mugabe looked down upon the teeming masses yearning to 
breathe free. After 20 years of rule by Mugabe's Zimbabwe 
African National Union (the ZANU party), a possible end 
was in sight. With the parliamentary election only a month 
away, the growing tension was palpable. 

Can Zimbabwe 
Avoid Civil War? 
by Barrett Ti 11 man 

Photos: AP/Wide World 

With nearly 11 ,500,000 people, Zimbabwe has not 
quite the population of Illinois in an area almost as large 
as California. It is a beautiful country teeming with 
wildlife, which accounted for the hunters among us. 
However, several months of adverse publicity about the 
depredations of black veterans from the independence 
war that ended in 1980 had taken a toll. Tourism was 
down 85% from the norm, as was hunting, which typi
cally accounts for two-thirds of every tourist dollar. 

At the heart of the current trouble is land reform. The 
Mugabe regime had long ago promised property to war 
veterans at the expense of the nation's white farmers, who 
own about one-third of the arable ground. A few well-pub
licized incidents resulting in the deaths of white farmers 
somehow overshadowed the far greater crime and murder 
rate in neighboring South Africa. Whatever the actual 
threat, tourists have been staying away in droves. It is a 
dilemma with 20-year-old roots. 

Busting The Boycott 
While the 1980 transition from Ian Smith's white-dom

inated government to Mugabe's black majority was nomi
nally "peaceful," the strain was considerable. By then, the 

46 

country had been at war for more than a decade, internal
ly and externally. The army was worn out: As just one 
example, Rhodesian SAS troopers commonly spent six 
weeks in the bush and 10 days at home before hitting the 
boondocks again. Despite a kill ratio of between seven 
and 10 to one, not even the sustained efforts of the SAS, 
Selous Scouts, and Rhodesian Rifles could offset the 
massive enemy numbers. 

Of necessity, Rhodesia produced small arms, ammu
nition, 60 and 90mm mortars, and trucks. Additionally, 
despite the 15-year United Nations boycott (1965-1980), 
direct military assistance came from South Africa and 
West Germany, among others. Some former grunts still 
have the G3s they took home with them, figuring there 
may yet be a need for battle rifles. 

Equipment was necessarily treated with kid gloves. 
"You got a hiding from the sergeant if you drove a truck 
without warming it up properly," recalls one infantryman. 
"And you probably never drove a vehicle again. " 
Rhodesian military aircraft were counted among the best 
maintained fixed- and rotor-wing birds on the continent, 
as the need for sorties and flight hours never abated. 
Outside agents helped ease the crisis, as in 1973 Air 
Rhodesia obtained three Boeing 707s "from an undis
closed source." Five years later, near the end of the war, 
11 Bell 205s (civilian model Hueys) somehow fetched up 
in Rhodesia as well. 

In one of the better-organized procurement ops, at 
least eight Soviet T-55 main battle tanks intended for 
Uganda somehow found their way to Rhodesia. 
"Navigational error" was one theory advanced on the 
subject. So did 106mm recoilless antitank rifles and 
assorted other hardware. Every bit helped. 

Despite the outside aid and internal innovation, at 
length the long war came to a negotiated end. By 1980 
more than 27 ,000 Zimbabweans on all sides had been 
killed: The number of wounded and displaced probably 
remains unknown. 

Meanwhile amid today's turmoil, somebody at some 
level ("Don't ask, don't tell") has been laying contin
gency plans if things turn too hash. Twice during my stay, 
former Rhodesian army personnel asked if I knew any 
mercenaries looking for work. I didn't, not being in the 
mere recruiting business, but I promised to spread the 
word just the same. "Informed speculation" held that 
such free agents would be funded by the British, some of 
whom reportedly feel an obligation to help clean up the 
mess they created and then walked away from. 

Whatever the British government's current attitude, 
certainly there's evidence of lingering resentment on the 
part of many white Zimbabweans over what they regard 
as Britain's betrayal and abandonment. One of Dutch 
ancestry spoke for many when he said, "It's a bloody 
shame the bloody Brits were allowed to escape from 
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Dunkirk." Asked why so many Rhodesians 
fought for Britain in two world wars, the 
old soldier shrugged his shoulders. "No 
accounting for taste," he grumbled. 

After The Fall 
In 1980, at the end of a bitter guerril

la war, the former Rhodesia was on the 
ropes. An uneasy peace settled over the 
country as ZANU members gained posi
tions of authority. In one case, a pickup 
was flagged down by an AK-toting 
policeman who ordered the white farmer 
to take the constable wherever he wanted 
to go. The driver produced an illegally 
carried Browning pistol and promised the 
cop nine millimeters of lead if he touched 
the Kalashnikov. Turning onto a side 
road, the driver forced the cop to get out 
and undress. The farmer then motored 
away, leaving the once-uniformed 
hijacker naked, unarmed, and alone - in 
lion country. 

In addition to such overt resistance 
and covert distrust, the economy was in a 
shambles; Rhodesia badly needed outside 
help. Britain pledged $55 billion for land 
reform and actually paid most of it before 
freezing the fund in 1990 when 
Zimbabwe began forcing farmers to sell 
at extortionist prices. 

The worsening situation prompted 
some measures, however reluctantly, from 
creditor nations. In 1998 Britain and New 
Zealand offered to accept 100 displaced 
white farmers at a "donor conference" 
intended to alleviate Zimbabwe's financial 
crisis. However, Mugabe demanded reset
tlement of 1,500 people, which was a con
siderable portion of the country's 4,000 
white farmers. 

The ZANU Party, knowing that its 
monumental corruption and inefficiency 
had finally worn thin with the population, 
began seeking options . In February 
Mugabe called for a referendum on a con-
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The present turmoil in Zimbabwe 
is a tragedy transcending race. 
Encouraged by the Mugabe 
government machine, squatters 
invaded the farm of David and 
Maria Stevens, abducting and 
shooting David Stevens - the 
first of many such murders of 
European farmers during the 
occupation/attacks on some 
1,000 farms. His wife and two 

J surviving sons are seen at his 
memorial service (above). Verna 
Banda, widow of Peter Banda, 
stands outside the ruins of her 
burned-out home in Nehanda 
Village (right). Banda was a 
leader in the opposit ion 
Movement for Democratic 
Change party until he was 
murdered by agents of the 
Mugabe regime. 
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Zimbabwean President Robert Mugabe (center) holds a press confer
ence with Commercial Farmers Union President Kim Henwood (left) and 
"war veterans" leader Chenjeria "Hitler" Hunzvi, right. Squatters 
pledged to end reign of terror, promptly followed it up with further 
armed occupations, beatings, killings of farm workers and farm owners. 

Dr. Chenjerai Hunzvi, M.D. (left), leader of war veterans who are forcibly 
occupying farms in Zimbabwe, is cheered by supporters as he leaves 
Harare High Court, after appearing on charges he forged medical 
reports to receive benefits of more than $400,000 Zimbabwean. He had 
earlier appeared in the same court on contempt charges, for ignoring 
court order to tell his followers to vacate occupied farms, stop attacks 
on workers and farmers. (right) Zimbabwe's Commissioner of Police, 
Augustine Chihuri, prepares to address a news conference in Harare 
last spring, regards the ongoing political violence in Zimbabwe. 
Observers note that, aside from a willingness to patrol opposition polit· 
ical rallies, Zimbabwean police authorities have done little to stem the 
tide of violence against farmers and farm workers. 

Morgan Tsvanguirai , a former trade union leader and leader of the oppo
s ition party Movement for Democratic Change, addresses a rally in 
Dzivaarasekwa last May Day. 

stitutional amendment allowing the government to seize white
owned farms without compensation . 

T he measure was defeated but the government tacitly approved 
"war veterans" (some of whom apparently went to war in diapers) 
to begin forcible occupation of some farms. Parliament passed leg
islati on in May that legalized the process. 

Countdown To Election 
In an atmosphere of grow ing electoral tension , both black and 

whi te Z imbabweans were voca lly concerned. No firearms have been 
legally sold for months, and ammo prices are extravagant: $1.85 for 
a 7.62 round is typical, and big-bore cartridges such as .500 Express 
have gone fo r upwards of $500 U.S . At that rate it 's hardly worth 
zeroing your elephant gun. This May the exchange rate ran around 
38 to 40 Zimbabwe dollars fo r each U.S., compared to about 6.5 for 
a South African Rand . Consequently, everything in Z imbabwe is 
spendy. If you' re outraged at $2.00 gasoline in the States, how' d 
you like to count out $38 for every gallon of fu el? Even at those 
pri ces, shortages ex isted during our trip in May: Diesel was nonex
istent. 

Meanwhile, Z irn's external problems have accelerated. Mugabe 
dispatched as many as 10,000 troops to the Democratic Republic of 
Congo, in support of Kinshasha 's army agai nst Ugandan and 
Rwandan-backed rebels. In contrast to Rhodesia's excell ent armed 
forces with black and white troops, Z imbabwe now has very few 
white soldi ers. One estimate placed the number of white air force 
pilots at three, who have stayed on "because they really want to fly. " 
If the crunch comes, and ZANU wins the election, nobody doubts 
that most of the army will support Mugabe. 

However, there is a potential barrier to military rule . Z imbabwe 
sources note that the army is mainl y composed of Shonas and 
Matabeles, who hold little regard for one another. Mugabe's Shona 
faction reportedly killed thousands of Matabeles during the 1980s. 
Although perhaps as a hedge agai nst rising opposition, Mugabe dis
patched large numbers of Shona troops - as much as one-third of 
the army - to fi ght in the Congo, those units are scheduled to return 
in the near future, and if they rotate home to a Shona-dominated 
coup, civil war could result. 

According to press accounts, 
the lone farmer 'CJragged 

himself out of the flames and 
kept shooting" until he was 

beaten to death. 
A contrary view was expressed by Colonel Chancell or Diye, a 

ZDF (Zimbabwean Defense Force) spokesman who recently stated 
that the army is "professional" and "will never get involved in par
tisan politics." There is little credence behind that statement, con
sidering that army chief of staff Vital is "Fox" Zvinavashe was on 
M ugabe 's centra l committee through 1998, and that General 
Perence "Black Jesus" Shiri commanded the North Korean-trained 
F ifth Brigade during the Matabeleland atrocities of 1983-87. Sh iri , 
more recently head of the Zimbabwe Air Force, reportedly played "a 
significant role" in meetings with white farmers, acting as an advo
cate of the war veterans. 

The Economy, Stupid 
In spite of the fact Zimbabwe's economy is heavi ly dependent on 

agriculture, Mugabe's polic.ies have undermined productivity. The 
country is the world 's second largest exporter of tobacco, which is 
crucial for much needed hard currency. Typically, Zim ships $400 
million worth of tobacco annually, or one third of total exports. Yet 
on one April night, government-condoned thugs seized a farm and 
burned 1,000 bales worth $240,000 U.S. Two black workers were 
set afire in the process, prompting 01.i ver Gawe of the Zimbabwe 
Tobacco Assoc iation to tell the Wall Street Journal, "It is obvious 
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Riot police keep a close eye on rally for the opposition MDC party in 
Chitunwiza last April, but despite court orders, have done nothing to 
evict invading squatters. 

that the damage will run into millions." 
The potential mechanization of agriculture was partly stumped 

by the native labor movement: More machines meant fewer field 
hands. "It really was cutting off one's nose to spite his face," says a 
retired farmer. "But few of these people look very far downstream 
- they ' re only concerned with today." 

Consequently, both black and white farmers figure prominently 
in the nation's largest - indeed, almost only - opposition party, 
the Movement for Democratic Change (MDC). By late June some 
1,631 farms had been adversely affected; one-third of them victims 
of violent occupation resulting in 2,400 assaults, 430 people hospi
ta.lized and 31 known dead. Media reports focused upon the five 

It has been said that in the West, the first job of a politician is 
to get re-elected. In the Third World, that translates to "the first 
job of a politician is to stay in power; elections are secondary 
and may only be a means to that end, when convenient." 

A week before the e lection , MDC 
(Movement for Democratic Change) leader 
Morgan Tsvangirai stated that the country 
needed stabili ty, and assured military and 
security forces that they would remain in place 
if ZANU was defeated. The transition could 
prove orderly or otherwise: Mugabe's term 
runs two more years, and what he may do with 

EI.EC I ION 
RESU&l"S 

that opportunity remains to be seen. 
Mugabe enjoyed considerable latitude 

going into the election , being able to fill 20 
seats in parliament by direct appointment 
while 10 others are chosen by tribal chiefs. 
Therefore, MDC felt it would need more than a simple majority: 
it would need two-thirds or more to compensate for the inevitable 
corruption and ballot-box stuffing on the part of ZANU. 

Outside observers from the European Economic Community 
and elsewhere openly conceded abuses before the election. Farm 
workers who arrived in cities intending to vote were often direct
ed to ZANU-dominated "education camps" while local press 
reports mentioned more overt actions. Reportedly, some outlying 
areas were canvassed by ZANU partisans saying that they had 
already bribed ballot counters and they would report anyone vot
ing contrary to the party line. 

In a string of attacks on the political opposition, the offices of The Daily 
News, the only independent Zimbabwean paper, were bombed on 22 
April. Fortunately, the building was empty at the time. 

whites killed, seldom mentioning that black on black violence 
accounted for 80% of the fatalities, as black "veterans" attacked 
blacks who li ved and worked on the farms. 

The most widely reported incident occurred in April when 43-
year-old farmer Martin Olds was confronted with some 70 "veter
ans" intent on seizing his land. Olds possessed four weapons: a rifle 
and shotgun plus a 9mm pistol and .357 revolver. His opponents' 
weapons included AK-47s but Olds defended himself for two 
hours, despite repeated wounds including a broken leg. He app lied 
a hasty splint and continued the fight until the ZANU thugs torched 

Continued on page 120 

At a weekend news conference, Pierre Schori of the European 
Union team said, "The term 'free and fair' is not applicable to these 
elections." He cited ZANU violence and intimidation leading up to 
24 June, and charged Mugabe's operatives with "deliberate admin
istrative obstruction" of Zimbabwe's 15,000 election monitors. 

While independent observation was con
ducted of many polling places, in other areas 
there was no guarantee of objectivity. 
European observers admitted that there were 
too few personnel to guard ballot boxes , and 
some polling stations were left entirely in 
government hands overnight. Removing any 
doubt as to the government's attitude, ZANU
PF chairman John Nkomo said, "There will 
be no oppositi.on in government" regardless 
of the results. 

Despite the problems, turnout from among 
the disaffected population was heavy. Long 
lines were present at polling places Saturday 
and Sunday, 24-25 June, and the heavy turnout 
among 5.1 million potential voters delayed 
announcement of the polling for two days. On 
the following Tuesday the official res ults 
(based on a 65% turnout) showed MDC leap

ing from three seats to 57 while ZANU held 62 and the ZANU
Ndonga Party gained one. MDC's Morgan Tsvangirai announced 
that recounts might be requested in some 20 districts with less 
than a 500-vote margin, but it was unclear whether the process 
would go forward. 

What was clear was proof that Robert Mugabe and the 
ZANU-PF party had outli ved their welcome. Tsvangirai has 
declared his intention to run for the presidency when Mugabe's 
term expires in 2002, saying, "Zimbabwe will never be the san1e 
again." 

One can hope. - B. T. 
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Where Are They Now? 
A partial paraphrase of General MacArthur's 

statement might read, "Old(er) adventurers never 
die, nor do they prefer to fade away." Over the 
years, SOF has been fortunate to witness a vari
ety of individuals pass through its portals, some 
having stayed on for a relatively short period of 
time, others for much longer. Here are some of 
those personalities you might have known in 
years past - and what they're up to today. 

Bill Brooks 

~ Bill Brooks, former SOF Convention 
Director and Editor: Our in-resident former 
French Legionnaire and Convention honcho 
currently resides in the Southeastern U.S . 
and is involved in the collecting and sale of 
military memorabilia. 

~ Harry Clafl in , member of SOF training 
teams in El Salvador and elsewhere in 
Central America: Is extremely active in 
SOA (Spec ial Operations Association). 
Lives in the Midwest. 

~ John Coleman, former SOF Manag ing 
Editor: Left the helm of the good ship SOF 
over a decade ago. Now resides on the West 
Coast, aiming to earn his Ph.D. in Hi story 
within the next year and to continue teach
ing on the university level. 

~ Tom Cunningham, former Director of 
Phoenix Associates and SOF editor/author: 
A highly respected SOG veteran (lost a leg 
in Laos) left SOF nearly two decades ago to 
return to his native Northeast U.S. He grad
uated law school and is now a judge. 

Harry Claflin 

John Coleman 

Tom Cunningham 
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Dana Drenkowski 

Dale Dye 

Tom Goltz 

'9( Dana Drenkowski, Aviation Editor and 
former staffer: Like his amigo , Tom 
Cunningham, Dana attended law school , 
but on the West Coast, and now practices in 
the Bay Area, and still contributes an occa
sional article. 

'9( Dale Dye, former Managing Editor: Left 
SOF in the mid-' 80s for the movie industry. 
He 's appeared in and has been Technical 
Advisor on such projects as Platoon, Under 
Siege and Saving Privale Ryan. 

'9( Tom Goltz, author: An investigative 
reporter who's completed the well-received 
Azerbaijan Diary, a penetrating look at the 
war between Armenia and Azerbaijan and 
the accompanying grab for oil in the bur
geoning Caspian Sea region. 

'9( Bill Guthrie, former Senior Editor: Has 
finally settled down to teach English in Macau. 

Bill Guthrie 

David Isby 

Alexander M. S. McColl 

John Metzger 

~ David Isby: A renowned authori ty on 
Russia and the Middle East, as we ll as on 
Russian weaponry and ordnance: David 
now practices international law on the 
East Coast. 

'9( Col. A lexander M . S. McColl , 
Har vard Law School grad., RF/PF advisor 
in Vietnam, former President, Refu gee 
Relief Internatio na l, Inc . and SOF's 
Contributing Editor fo r Military Affairs: 
Now in semi-retirement but acti ve in 
Christian, Second Amendment and g lobal 
freedom issues. 

'9( John Metzger, former SOF Assistant 
Editor: Still lives in Boulder where he is 
owner of a successful public relations fi rm. 

~ Jim Morris, long-time SOF author: 
Former SF captain with three 'Nam tours. 
Author of War S!ory, The Devil 's Secret 
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Jim Morris 

Bob Poos 

Kevin Steele 

Maj. Mike Williams 

Name, Fighting Men, and the story upon 
which the movie Opera/ion Dumbo Drop 
was based. Now writes from his home base 
in Southern Cali fornia. 

~ Bob Poos, USMC vet; AP correspon
dent; wounded by grenade shrapne l during 
1966 Vietnam B uddhist uprising; former 
Managing Editor: Currently lives and writes 
in the Washington, D.C. area. 

~ Kevin Steele, former Vice President, 
Publications: Now resides on the West 
Coast and is Group Publishing D irector, 
EMAT, U.S .A. 

~ M aj . M ike W illi ams, former Grey's 
Scouts Tac tical OIC; U.S. SF 1952-60, 
inc luding a combat tour in Korea; fought 
in the Congo during 1964: Now a land 
baron in F lorida and Father Confessor to 
the SOF staff. ~ 

S I 
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It h_as been a little more than four years 
since Kimber Mfg. , Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
1 Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 10705; 
phone: 800-880-2418; fax: 406-758-

2223; Custom Shop: 914-964-0742, ext. 228; 
website: www.kimberamerica.com - 2000 
catalog $2) introduced their first .45 ACP 
caliber Ml911-type pistol in May 1996- an 
all-steel, full -size Government Model. In the 
short time frame since th.is occurred, Kimber 
has placed a virtual strangle hold on the 
M 1911 market. No one sells more produc
tion series Ml911 pistols than they do. They 
have now shipped well over 100,000 1911-
type pistols. No one sells a more reasonably 
priced Ml 911. And, no one sells a more reli
able production series M 1911. In short, 
Kimber owns the M1911 market place -
lock, stock and barrel. Their latest effort, the 
CDP (Custom Defense Package) from the 
Kimber Custom Shop, bas already caused 
considerable gnashing of teeth and wailing 
among those who tum out so-called "cus
tom" M1911s. And with good reason, as the 
CDP series will certainly put some of them 
out of business. 

Soldier Of Fortune was recently sent one 
of each of the three pistols in the CDP series 
for test and evaluation. The Ultra CDP is the 
smallest of the three. It has a 3-inch barrel 
with an overall length of 6.8 inches. The 
height is approximately 5.6 inches, includ
ing the sights. The sight radius is 4.8 inches. 
The weight, empty, is 25 ounces . The mag
azine capacity is six rounds. At the other 
end of the scale is the Pro CDP, which is 
similar in size to a so-called Commander 
type. It has a full -size frame, providing it 

with a magazine capacity of seven or eight 
(depending upon the magazine type) 
rounds. It bas a 4-inch barrel with an over
all length of 7.7 inches. The height is 
approximately 6.2 inches. The sight radius 
is 5.7 inches. The weight, empty, is 28 
ounces. In the middle is the Compact CDP 
that combines the Ultra's frame with the Pro 
CDP's slide. This later model has been pop
ular with a number of U.S. Navy SEALs. 
The width of all pistols in this series, at the 
grip panels, is 1.25 inches. The forged bar
rels have six grooves with a left-hand twist 
of one turn in 16 inches. 

All three pistols share the fo llowing 
Kimber Custom Shop features. A "melt
down" is performed on the slide and frame 
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Firing the Kimber Pro CDP .45 caliber pistol. 
All three of the Kimber CDP models exhibit 
only a modest increase in perceived recoil 
over that of a full-size, all-steel Government 
Model. (below) Kimber Pro CDP M1911 pistol, 
left side - note match-grade aluminum trigger 
and hand-checkered, double-diamond-pattern 
rosewood grip panels. 
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Nobody, and I mean nobody, in the United States has been making gunleather longer 

than El Paso Saddlery Co. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 27194, El Paso, TX 79926; phone: 915-
544-2233; fax: 915-544-2535; website: www.epsaddlery.com; catalog: $5). 

The number of famous lawmen, mi]jtary personages, gun writers and infamous gun 
fighters that have worn El Paso Saddlery Co. gunleather over the past one hundred and 
twenty years is almost overwhelming. The list includes John Wesley Hardin, General 
George S. Patton, Jr., Ed McGivem, Tom Threepersons, Bill Toney, D.A. "Jelly" Bryce, 
Bj]J Jordan and Charlie Askins. 

From the almost incredible array of holster designs available from El Paso Saddlery 
Company's catalog, I selected the #88 "Street Combat" holster ($50) as best matching the 
Kimber CDP series quality and intended application as concealment handguns. It was devel
oped in 1988 after a number of El Paso Saddlery Company's law enforcement clientele 
requested a concealment-type holster without safety straps. In compliance with this appeal, the 
#88 was designed specificalJy for concealed carry and has no th um break. Instead, the user can 
adjust steel tension straps, hidden nnder leather at the muzzle end to keep the pistol secure. To 
increase the tension, remove the pistol and squeeze the muzzle end of the holster. To decrease 
the tension, place an unloaded pistol in the holster and twist it slightly from side to side. 

While 1.75-inch belt slots are standard, I asked for J .5-inch slots on the CDP holsters 
since I prefer a narrower belt for wear with blue jeans. Suede lining is also standard on 
the #88 bolster, and together with the bonded nylon thread, both assist the steel tension 
straps in guaranteeing the retention required of a holster made for gunfighting. This hol-

ster has an open muzzle. Usually provided with a muzzle rearward rake (also sometimes 
referred to a an "FBI forward cant"), a vertical cant for crossdraw is also available at no 
extra charge. I have mated this holster with a #2-FD open double-magazine pouch ($20) 
and the #200 "New Ranger Belt" with smooth lining ($85). All three pieces are floral 
carved, an option at extra cost. 

Why floral carving? During the 1940s and 50s a significant number of peace officers 
in the Southwestern United States packed their service sidearms in floral carved leather. 
I had always dreamed of owning such a rig. Unfortunately, this type of exacting hand
work seems to be almost a lost art form, except at El Paso Saddlery. What passes for flo
ral "carving" today is most often done on machines or with embossing plates. Not so at 
El Paso Saddlery. Their highly experienced craftsmen, some of who have been with them 
for considerably more than a quarter-century, do th.is work entirely by hand and to spe
cial order only. Three styles are offered: regular floral carving, frontier carving which 
duplicates the early low-relief carving done in western shops such as ~ain t?- Winchester 
of San Francisco during the 19th century, and extra fancy floral e<u·vrng wtth lacmg and 
dyed backgrounds. All of this work is done completely by hand.and thus no two are ex~ct
ly alike. The quality and artistry of my belt, holster and magazme pouch are outstandmg. 
You have to go back half a century to find carved leather that compares with this and the 
nostalgia associated with this leatherwork is almost overwhelming. . 

This is great custom leather work and a perfect fit for Kimber's superb CDP senes. I 
can recommend anything in the El Paso Saddlery Company's catalog without reserva
tions of any kind. No other holster maker in this country has been handcrafting leather 
gear for armed professionals for well over a century. 

appearance. The frame 's front strap is pro
vided with 30 LPI checkering. 

An extended ambidextrous thu mb safety 
has been installed. The ability to fire with 
the support hand only is an essential fight
ing skill . During Thunder Ranch 's Handgun 
3 course, we spent many hours with a 
"sleeve" - made from a section of PVC 
pipe with a bolt through it - on either the 
firing hand or support hand. The draw
stroke and ail three malfunction drills were 
practiced in thi s manner. Practice of this 
type is made much easier if your pi stol is 
equipped with an "ambi" safety. 

The fi xed, high profile combat sights 
are equipped with two tri tium self-lumi
nous green dots at the rear - one on each 
side of the open square-notch, and one on 
the front sight blade. Both sights are 
dovetailed to slots in the slide and can be 
adjusted for windage zero . The rear face 
of the rear sight has horizontal serrations 
to help reduce glare. 

Pistols in the CDP series have hand
checkered, double-diamond-pattern rose
wood grip panels. The grip panels on all 
Kimber 19lls are now held to the frame by 
attractive stainless steel, hex head grip 
screws. Kimber CDP pistols carry Custom 
Shop markings on the left side of the slide. 

CDP pistol s have match-grade alu
minum triggers with stainless steel rails and 
vertically serrated front faces. Trigger pull 
weights on our test specimens of the Ultra, 
Compact and Pro were exactly 4.25, 4.5 
and 3.75 pounds, respectively. The trigger 
pulls are as smooth as glass with very crisp 

The Kimber CDP .45 ACP M1911 series: (from 
top to bottom) Pro CDP, Compact CDP and 
Ultra CDP. 

54 25th Anniversary Issue • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ NOVEMBER 2000 



Extended ambidextrous thumb safety 
improves ability to fire with the support hand 
- an essential fighting skill. The left side 
thumb safety (below) has been extended 
slightly to enhance manipulation. The beaver
tail-type steel grip safety is internally skele
tonized for weight reduction and has a slight 
bump on the bottom to insure that it is dis
connected even if not depressed completely. It 
entirely cups the hammer to prevent "hammer 
bite" and permit as high a grip as possible. 

A "meltdown" is performed on the slide and 
frame of the CDP pistols. This involves remov
ing all of the sharp edges that might snag or 
catch on clothing and equipment or abrade 
the shooter's hand during the draw stroke, 
which must always be smooth and fluid. 

let-offs. There are dual internal tangs to 
furnish take-up adjustment and an alien
head screw at the front to adjust backlash. 
All of the trigger mechanism components 
are of match-grade quality. 

Custom carry Features 
The concept behind the CDP was to 

"package" Kimber's most requested custom 
carry features in such a manner that the cus
tomer saves a significant amount of money. 
The suggested retail price of any of the 
three CDP pistols is $1,109. Ordered sepa
rately, even from Kimber, the savings real
ized are over $500. The same features 
ordered from one of the pricier custom pis
tolsmi ths might easily exceed $1,000. By 
performing the custom modifications at an 
appropriate point during the manufacturing 
process, Kimber is able to save a great deal 
of money by avoiding "double work." They 

Kimber CDP 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber: .45 ACP. 

Operation: Locked-breech, short-recoi l, semiautomatic, single-action trigger system with frame
mounted thumb and grip safeties. 

Weight, empty: Ultra - 25 ounces; Compact and Pro - 28 ounces. 

Length, overall: Ultra - 6.8 inches; Compact and Pro - 7.7 inches. 

Width: 1.25 inches at the grip panels. 

Height: Ultra and Compact - 5.6 inches; Pro - 6.2 inches. 

Barrel: Forged, six-groove, left-hand twist with one turn in 16 inches. 

Barrel length: Ultra - 3 inches; Compact and Pro - 4 inches. 

Magazine: Ultra and Compact - six-round; Pro - seven-round; both single-column, detachable 
box-types without removable floorplates. 

Sights: Fixed high pronle combat sights equipped with two tritium self-luminous green dots at the 
rear - one on each side of the open square-notch, and one on the front sight blade. Both 
sights are dovetailed to slots in the slide and can be adjusted for windage zero. The rear 
face of the rear sight has horizontal serrations to help reduce glare. 

Sight radius: Ultra - 4.8 inches; Compact and Pro - 5.7 inches. 

Finish: 416 Stainless steel forged slide; frame machined from 7075-T7 aluminum alloy bar 
stock with a matte black, hard-coat anodized finish. 

Price: $1, I 09, complete with one 
magazine. 

Manufacturer: Kimber Mfg., Inc., Dept. SOF, I 
Lawton Street, Yonkers, NY 
I 0705; phone: 800-880-24 18; 
fax: 406-758-2223; Custom 
Shop: 914-964-0742; website: 
www.kimberamerica.com 

T&E summary: Lightweight with relatively mild 
recoil; reliable; accurate; rea
sonably priced as the CDP 
series is based upon the con
cept of "packaging" Kimber's 
most requested custom carry 
features in such a manner that 
the customer saves a signifi
cant amount of money. 

have passed these saving onto the customer. 
Kimber slides are CNC mill-finished 

with plus/minus 0.001-inch tolerances from 
a 416 stainless steel forging and heat-treated 
before the rails are machined to prevent the 
possibility of warpage. Kimber .45s are pro
vided with the tightest slide-to-frame toler
ances of any Ml911-type pistol manufac
tured today, without any compromise in reli
ability under the most adverse conditions. 

The lightweight frames are machined 
from 7075-TI aluminum alloy bar stock -
the hardest and strongest available. This is a 
stress-relieved version ofT6, which is more 
commonly employed in the manufacture of 
firearms and is less expensive. The frame's 
hole spacing is exceptionally precise and 
the holes are machined at perfect right 
angles to the frame's surface. These frames 
have been tested in excess of 20,000 rounds 
without exhibiting any meaningful wear. 
CDP frames have a matte black, hard-coat 
anodized finish. 

The magazine-well is beveled to assist 
changing magazines. The frame's feed ramp 
has been opened and polished, by now a 
standard feature on customized M l 9l1 s. 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Complementing that, the barrel's chamber 
opening has been radi used slightly and 
lightly polished to remove high spots. The 
beavertail-type steel grip safety is internally 
skeletonized for weight reduction and has a 
slight bump on the bottom to insure that it is 
disconnected even if not depressed com
pletely. It entirely cups the hammer to pre
vent "hammer bite" and permit as high a 
grip as possible. As the front strap has also 
been slightly relief-cut just under the rear 
portion of the trigger guard (a so-called 
"kidney cut"), the high grip permitted by 
these two features Jowers the bore line in 
relation to the shooter's hand and reduces 
the perceived recoil somewhat. 

The flat-type mainspring housing direct-

Continued on page 115 
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Colonel Lewis Lee Millett: An American Hero i 

He's been shot at more times than most, 
awarded a chestful of decorations, achieved 
several battlefield promotions in three wars 
- WWII, Korea and Vietnam - and used 
enough cold steel to send God only knows 
how many Chico ms to the land of their fore
fathers, and he 's still at it. 

Colonel Lewis Lee Millett, who is to be 
honored at So ldier Of Fortune's 25th 
Anni versary convention, volunteered for 
duty during Operation Desert Storm but 

He's been shot at more times than most, 
awarded a chestful of decorations, achieved 
several battlefield promotions in three wars -
WWII, Korea and Vietnam - and used enough 
cold steel to send God only knows how many 
Chicoms to the land of their forefathers, and 
he's still at it. 
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by Al J. Venter 

was not accepted. Something to do with 
age, he recalls. 

His life reads like an adventure story and 
it is surprising that Holl ywood hasn' t 
slapped an offer on his desk. 

The Early Days 
His career spanned the early days of 

World War II when, in 1938 as a Private 
First Class in the U.S. Army Air Corps, he 
went AWOL from his American unit, 1st 
Recon Sqdn. USAC, Westover, Mass. Young 
Millett had heard President Roosevelt make 
a speech declaring that no American would 

I 

fight on foreign soil. No problem, he 
recounts today, he slipped into Canada 
where he enlisted and went to war in 
Europe, first as a tanker and then in a radio 
location unit spotting Luftvvaffe airplanes. 

When the U.S. finally entered Hitler's 
war, he asked to transfer back to the 
American flag . He saw real action in 
North Africa, where he won hi s first medal 
for gallantry, the Silver Star. At Kasserine 
he improvised an anti-aircraft gun, hook
ing up two .SO-caliber machine guns 
which he used to shoot down a 
Messerschmitt 109. It was also in the 
desert that Millett and another soldier, 
Jesse Martin, drove the very last vehicle 
left in their battalion over what was then 
li sted on the maps as " impassable moun
tainous terrain" and evaded a German 

25th Anniversary Issue • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ NOVEMBER 2000 



Panzer attack that had surrounded his 
combat command. 

Italy came afterwards, with Anzio fol
lowing Salerno and his third stripe before 
Monte Cassino, where he also had his first 
Bronze Star pinned on his lapel. Meanwhile, 
he received a battlefield commission to sec
ond and then to first lieutenant. 

One of the curious anomalies of war 
took place whi le he was in Italy: It took that 
long for his records to catch up with him. In 
October 1944, Sgt. Mi llett was court-mar
shaled for his original desertion, found 
guil ty and fined $52. Two weeks later he 
was promoted to 2nd Lieutenant. 

He gave an impressive showi ng in the 
Korean War where he was awarded the 
Meda l of Honor, the Distinguished Service 
Cross, two Bronze Stars and three Purple 
Hearts. These were added to the Silver Star 
and Bronze Star that he had already 
earned before. He was promoted to 
Captain after only 90 days in com
bat. He is the on ly American soldier 
SOF knows of who deserted his unit, 
joi ned a fore ign army and then went 
on, a dozen years later, to be award
ed the Medal of Honor, America's 
highest award fo r bravery, 10 years 
later in Korea. 

Then came Vietnam. Almost half 
of the almost six years he spent in 
Southeast Asia were in classifi ed 
assignments which included 5 jumps 
in Laos and 11 in Vietnam. 

The rest of that war, he worked in 
intelligence. His last duty assignment 
in Vietnam was as an advisor to the 
Phung Huang (Phoenix Intelligence 
Program). Interestingly, he refused all 
U.S. decorations in Vietnam wi th a 
statement that he was there "to pro
vide freedo m for people under attack 
by tyranny and not to gain recogni
tion." Notably, wh ile in the Police 
Intelligence, Phoenix Program, he 
was held hostage by a North 
Vietnamese battalion while its com
mander arranged to surrender to the 
South Vietnamese Army. 

Subsequently, he served as an advisor in 
Vietnam, Laos and Thailand as well as to 
the governments or armi es of Japan 
(Director of Education Nara and Wakyama 
Prefectures) and Greece (advisor to three 
train ing centers, National NCO Academy, 
Infantry Heavy Weapons training center and 
the Raiding Forces). 

In-between, Colonel Lewis Lee Millet 
organized special elite combat forces in the 
lOl st Airborne's Recondo School , the 82nd 
Airborne Raiders of Vietnam, the 
Commandos of Laos and spent time as an 
instructor in the U.S. Army Command and 
General Staff College. He is a graduate of 
the U.S. Army's Infantry, Ranger and 11th 
Airborne Schoo ls, the Command and 
General Staff College and the Army War 
College. The Colonel also holds a B.A. 
degree in political science and a Doctor of 
Humane Letters from Emerson Co llege, 
Boston, Massachusetts . 

Korea 
The question begs : What else then is 

there to say about somebody who was the 
first man to rappel from a helicopter in 
Vietnam and the Last to lead an American 
Army company in a bayonet charge which 
drove more than 200 Chinese comm uni st 
troops off a hill. 

On that exploit - which has since 
entered the annals of American fo lklore as 
The Battle of Bayonet Hill - he led , as 
always, from the front. In a brief profile of 
Millett a year later, Reader 's Diges1 had 
details of the official after-action report of E 
(Easy) Company. It said: " ... after the hill 
was secured, 47 enemy dead were counted 
on the forward slope, 30 of them killed by 
bayonets. On the reverse slope another 50 
enemy had died of bayonet or gunshot 

What else is there to say about somebody 
who was the first man to rappel from a heli
copter in Vietnam and the last to lead an 
American Army company in a bayonet charge 
which drove more than 200 Chinese commu
nist troops off a hill? 

wounds." It was a sizable tall y, for the loss 
of nine of his own. 

Once it had picked up the pieces, E 
Company of the 27th (Wo lfhound) 
Regiment, 25th American Infantry Divi sion 
received another Unit Citation. Earjjer, a 
Medal of Honor had posthumously been 
awarded to Captain Millett's predecessor, 
Captain Reginald B. Desiderio, who was 
KIA a short while before. 

Over the years, a number of publica
tions, including Saga, VFW Magazine and 
several books including Batlle at Bes/ have 
cmTied Mi l!ett 's story. To most it is known 
as The Battle of Bayonet Hill and to under-

NOVEMBER 2000 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • 25th Anniversary Issue 

stand all the implications, it is necessary to 
start at the beginning. 

On 25 June 1950, North Korean infantry 
and tanks - after being involved in years of 
a fract ious, uneasy ceasefire - crossed the 
33th Parallel into South Korea. In the 
absence of the Soviet Union in the Security 
Council , the United Nations - at America's 
behest - qu ickly pushed through legisla
tion establishing the largest multi-national 
force assembled since the end of World War 
IL General Douglas MacArthur, flawed 
genius though he was and then headquar
tered in Japan, was given the task of coun
tering North Korean aggression. With the 
benefit of half a century of hindsight, it was, 
everybody agrees, a tough option. 

What happened in Korea combines a 
gripping story of fai lure and success that 
shou ld be required reading for every high 

school student in the country. It encap
sulates an astonishing level of arro
gance, unpreparedness, personal 
courage and resourcefulness on the 
ground with both greatness and hol
lowness at the top ranks of the 
American command. MacArthur, well 
past his prime, had unfortunately sur
rounded himself with a band of brown
nosed sycophants. Uitimately, he paid 
a price because hi s control wasn't, as it 
should have been, hands-on . 

Having been taken completely by 
surprise, though there was more than 
enough intelligence reaching his 
headquarters in the Dai !chi building 
in Tokyo that something serious was 
going on, the Allies were quickly 
beaten back - at heavy cost in lives 
and materiel - into a tiny defens ive 
perimeter - around Pusan in the 
extreme southeast of the country. 

It says something of MacArthur's 
myopia that the CIA had issued a 
report the previous March that pre
dicted a massive push from the north 
within three months: They even pro
vided him with the actual date of the 
invasion. But General Charles 

Willoughby, MacArthur 's G-2, chose to 
ignore it. In retrospect, he should have been 
court-martialed for dereliction of duty 
because of the number of American lives 
that this stupid bit of culpability eventually 
cost the nation. It is interesting that among 
his own, the German-born Will oughby who 
changed his name from Weidenbach after 
he emigrated to the U.S. was known as "Sir 
Charles" for hi s pomposi ty. 

For a while, having ignored the obvious, 
it seemed that the communists might drive 
the defenders - including the entire army 
of the Republic of Korea (ROK) - into the 
sea. It was a close-run thing. 

Less th an three months later, on 15 
September, in a bold move to relieve the 
pressure in the south , MacArthur pulled 
off the land ing at Inchon , the greatest coup 
of hi s life. For him it was more glorious 
than the C6te-de-Chat i llon of 1918 or 
Leyte in 1944. 

Against a ll odds, this 70-year-old veter-
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an was able to persuade the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff in Washington to allow him to do the 
imposs ibl e: to launch an amphibi o us 
assault that complete ly reversed the fo r
tunes of war. 

It should never have happened. The tides 
in the narrow approaches to Inchon harbor 
range more than 30 feet twice each day, 
which meant that berthing and unloading 
the hundreds of ships involved in Operation 
Chromite, were constantly interrupted. And 
the weather at that time of year was precar
ious: There was actually a cyclone heading 
for the peninsula, but it veered north a day 
before the landings. 

Also, the place was not only Korea's sec
ond largest port; it was only 15 miles from 
Seoul and should, in theory, 

as America suffered during 12 years of 
fi ghting in Vietnam. 

Cold Steel 
Early December, a couple of months 

after the Chinese invasion, Captain Millet 
was fl y ing north of Pyongyang as an 
observer fo r the 25th US Di vision in a U.S. 
Army L-Y P iper Cub, piloted by a Captain 
Jim Lawrence. Two South African Air Force 
Flying Cheetah F-51 Mustangs had been 
tasked with knocking out a string of UN rail 
cars loaded with ammunition that had fallen 
into the hands of the enemy. 

One of the planes, piloted by Captain 
J.F.O. Davis, came in too low and his rock
ets struck the train amidships causing a 

ously, ' cooking off' .50 rounds from its six 
or e ight machine guns. A Chinese Army 
group nearby kept their heads clown, believ
ing that they were purposely being fired at. 
When one of them eventua lly did decide to 
investigate, Millett - still in hiding - shot 
him in the head. After that, the Reds stayed 
away until Jim Lawrence returned and he 
was rescued. 

For this action, Millett was mentioned in 
UN despatches and the event chronicled -
with his photo - in the South African War 
Museum in Johannesburg. 

On eventually taking command of Easy 
Company - he requested an infantry post
ing after having been a forward observer 
who had made a bit of name for himse lf with 

the 8th F ie ld Artillery 
have been powerfully 
defended but was not. Add 
to that, the fact that in 1950, 

TH E WHIT E HOUSE: 

Battalion - he initiated a 
few changes of his own. 
This included the order that 
each soldier was to carry Inchon was the most impor-

tant road and rail hub in 
Korea: a vital link in the 
main North Korean People 's 
Army (NKPA) supply line 
to their forces around Pusan. 

"Take Inchon," Mac
Arthur argued w ith charac
teristic v igor to his col
leagues on the JCS (almost 
al l of whom, at one time or 
another, had served under 
him) "and the Commies in 
the south will starve." 

While almost none of it 
made sense just then, there 
was nobody strong enough 
in Washington to oppose 
him: M acArthur had an 
annoying and consistent 
trai t of keeping everybody 
- including the President 
- in the dark as to how 
exactly he was going to pull 
it off. More surprising, the 
JCS allowed it to happen, 
even though there were 
powerful arguments to the 
contrary. 

As we now know, 
MacArthur did exactly what 
he said he would and with 
surpri sing ly low allied 

WASH I NGTO N 

The President of the United States of Ame r ic a, author ized 
by Act of Congress March 3, 1863 has a warded in the name of 
The Congress the Medal of Honor to 

CAPTAIN LEWIS L . MILLETT, USA 

lor conspicuous gallantry and intrepidity at the r i s k of his life 
above and beyond the call of du ty in action with the enemy: 

Captain Millett, Infantry (Artillery), Company E, 27th Infantry 
Regiment, disli.nguished hi m s e lf by conspicuous gallantry and 
intrepidity above and be y o nd the call of duty in action on 
7 February 1951 in the vicinity ofSoam- Ni, Kor ea. While per s on
ally leading h i s company in an a ttack against a s trongly held 
position he noted that the 1s t Platoon was pinned down by s mall 
arms, automatic and antitank fire . Captain Millett or der ed th e 
3dPlatoon forward, placed himself a t the head of the two pla toons, 
and with fixed bayonet, led the assault up the fire-s wept hill. In 
the fierce charge Captain Millett bayoneted two enemy soldiers 
and boldly continued on,thr6wing grenades ,clubbing and bayoneting 
the enemy, while urging his men for ward by s houting encourage
ment. Despite vicious opposing fire the whirlwind hand- to-hand 
assault carried to the crest of the hill. His dauntless leader s h.ip 
and personal courage soinsl-Jired his men that they s tormed into 
the hostile position and used their bayonets with such le l ha 1 
effect that the enemy fled in wild disor der . During this fie r ce 
onslaught Captain Millett was w ou nded by grenade fragments 
but r efused evacuation until the objective was ta ken a nd firmly 
secur ed. The superb le ad er s hi p, cons picuous courage, and 
consumate devotion to duty demonstr a ted by Captain Mi 11 et t 
were directly r esponsible for the successful accomplishment of 
a hazardous mission and r eflect the highest cr edit on himself and 
the heroic traditions of the military service. 

ha lf a dozen grenades 
(preferably more) and not 
the customary two. He also 
put two BARs in each 
squad. Last, he stressed the 
usefulness of the bayonet in 
close-quarter contact. Trou
ble was, few Americans in 
Korea carried them at the 
beginning and he had to 
scrounge blades from units 
that regarded them as super
fluous. 

Physical fitness against 
an enemy that believed that 
Americans "were weak, 
afraid to die and haven' t the 
courage to attack or defend" 
also became an important 
part of the daily regimen. 
Captain Millett had seen the 
document captured from a 
prisoner from the Chinese 
66th Army that declared that 
Americans "specialize in day 
fi ghting . . . they are not 
fami liar with night fighting 
and hand-to-hand combat. 
They are afraid of our big 
knives and grenades; also of 
our courageous attack, regu
lar combat and infiltration." 

casualties. Someone commented of Inchon 
afterwards, that though much smaller than 
the Normandy landings, it was a dozen 
times more difficult. In a tactical master
stroke for which MacArthur got full credit, 
it went off without a hitch. 

tremendous explosion. For a few seconds he 
was knocked unconscious, but he did man
age to clear some hills that lay directly ahead 
and crash-landed immediately afterwards. 

T he problem now fac ing the remaining 
South African Mustang was the re were no 
rescue fac ilities avail able. Fortuitous ly, 
the Piper Cub was in the vic inity, and after 
apprais ing the situation, it landed skjllful
ly on a narrow, twi sting road. Capta in 
Millett c limbed out and gave the injured 
Davis his seat. 

The ultimate insult was that "when in 
defeat they become dazed and completely 
demoralized," which was odd since Mao's 
people must have been aware of what took 
place bare ly five years before against 
Hitler 's divisions. 

Yet, what neither MacArthur nor 
Washington had counted on, was the effect 
of his forces pushing north, virtually to the 
Yalu River would have on Beijing. Both 
Korea and China share the Yalu as a com
mon border. Mao Zedong reacted promptly 
not long afterwards by sending southwards 
a mil]jon of his own Red Army troops. The 
result, as we now know, was in excess of 
37,000 Americans killed in the three year 
Korean campaign or a rate of attrition 
almost three times as high, proportionate ly, 

SB 

Unarmed, well behind enemy lines and 
with enemy troops all over the place, Millett 
came under artille ry fire several times 
before the little plane returned to haul him 
to safety. Again he had a bit of luck. On the 
ground, the Mustang started burning furi -

In preparing for the offensive that was 
shaping up, Millett would point at a 7,000-
ft. hill and te ll his men to follow him up it. 
It wasn' t long before the men could run fu ll
tilt clown a treacherous snow-covered ridge 
or bound like mountain goats over rocky 
outcrops and high points. T his effo rt, tough 
and unpleasant to begin with, was to stand 
the unit in good stead. 

The morning of 7 February 1951 was 
cri sp and c lear when Captain Millett 
received his orders. The week before, he 
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When asked what motivated him to lead what was an almost impossible bayonet charge against 
a well dug-in and fortified Chicom position, Colonel Millett ·replied that he had seen their propa
ganda claiming that Americans were afraid of hand-to-hand· action. "That sure riled me, and I was 
all for proving otherwise," he said. "Anyway," he added, "my grandfather fought in the Civil War 
and he was pretty handy with a bayonet. I thought I would emulate him and I reckon I did." 

and his men had been in two hot actions, 
one of which blooded his bayonet fighters. 
This time he was ordered along a stretch of 
road near the Korean village of Soam-Ni, in 
advance of the main body of troops. 

The notorious Hill 180 was one of a 
series of three knobs overlooking the U.S. 
route of advance and there appeared to be no 
enemy presence. The entire unit had almost 
passed when one of his men, Private Victor 
Cazares in the 3rd Platoon - which was 
supposed to give covering fire in the event 
of being attacked - scanned the ridge. 
Something wasn ' t right, he recalled: There 
was just too much foliage at the top of what 
was otherwise a barren hill. He alerted the 
Captain on the company's SCR-536 radio. 

By now others, fo llowing Cazares 
example, had spotted movement along the 
high points: It soon became clear that there 
was a powerful Chinese communist force 
dug into defensive positions along the crest 
of the hill Observing that their cover had 
been blown, the Chinese started shooting. 

Within 10 minutes Millett had ordered 

his two accompanying tanks off the road 
and told them to zero in with their guns 
half-way up the hill. They were to lay down 
fire until he signaled for them to stop. That 
would give him a chance to get where he 
had to. Moments later he ordered his men to 
fix bayonets and detached 14 of them from 
the group. He lead this squad at speed 
across the frozen fields to avoid enemy rifle 
and machine gun fire, which, by then, had 
become heavy. 

While the battle didn' t last Long, the 
slog uphill was bard, interspersed by a 
complex: array of honeycombed trench-. 
lines and tunnels that required c learing. At 
one stage Millett called for more grenades 
and these were pitched at him, like base
ba lls, by those fo llowing behind. By now 
other e lements under his command had 
begun encirc ling the hill and the Reds real
ized that this was no feint. 

Several times Millett and his men came 
under point blank fire and had to duck 
behind and below overhangs or use enemy 
fox holes for cover. Twice the Chinese 
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turned buffa lo guns (anti-tank weapons) on 
them in a desperate bid to dislodge the 
Americans. Slowly, Millet and his men 
inched their way upwards, but not without 
taking casualties: four of the 14 were ki lled, 
others were wounded. By the time it was 
over the main body of Chicom s had fled 
over the other side of the hill. 

When a nearby village fell the next day, 
the natives told inte lligence officers that at 
least 60 of the North Korean survivors had 
been injured in tbe fight and had to be evac
uated. Captain Millett continued to lead his 
unit until the main force bucketed into the 
outskirts of Seoul. 

Asked by SOF what had motivated him 
to lead what was obviously an almost impos
sible bayonet charge against a well dug-in 
and fortified Chicom position, · Colonel 
Millett replied that he had seen their propa
ganda claiming that Americans were afraid 
of hand-to-hand action. "That sure riled me, 
and I was all for proving otherwise," he said 
from his home in August 2000. 

"Anyway," he added, " my grandfather 
fought in the Civil War and he was pretty 
handy with a bayonet. I thought I would 
emulate him and I reckon I did." 

Al J. Venter is a long-time contributor to 
SOF and resides in the Northwest. ~ 
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Soldier Of Fortune's 25 Years of Action Journalism 
by Al J. Venter 
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H I is crusty, blunt, and at times can
tankerous. He is loved by some, 
abhon-ed, even ridiculed by others, 
but for nearl y a generation 

Lieutenant Colonel Robert K. Brown, USAR 
(Ret.) has made an industry of attacking the 
"evil empire" through the finger-in-your-eye 
style of his magazine, Soldier Of Fortune. 
Whether perceived as an icon or nemesis, 
with thi s Silver Anniversary Issue Brown and 
SOF have been in Uncle Sam's and every
body else's face for a quarter-century. To the 
glee of many, and the chagrin of most, their favorite maverick publi
cation has just turned 25 . 

Brown's pursuit of a cause wi th an intractable mind set, often 
contrad ictory as hell and always vociferous, drove the KGB to label 
him an imperi ali st propagandist. To Brown, whose favori te lapel pin 
used to read: ''I'd Rather Be Killing Communists," that KGB ges
ture signaled success. 

Ask Brown how the magazine began, and hi s eyes will shoot 
fire: "At the end of Vietnam, fo r the first time in U.S. history, U.S. 
soldiers who had risked their lives for their country - the heroes 
whom the Vietnam saga produced - came dragging home in 
shame, confusion, and bewilderment. And the ultimate outrage -
some spat on men in uni fo rm when they returned from Southeast 
Asia. What we were witnessing was the consequences of the deni
gration of an entire generation of fighting men . Once back on 
American soil , the guys couldn ' t get into civvies quickly enough. 

"The American public was unforgiving -
the Vietnam vets were used as scapegoats for 
the fuckups of the politicians who had lost 
their war. The media portrayed ni ghtly 
images of the slaughter, bad-mouthed the 
U.S. military and in many cases actually sup
ported the enemy. The academic community 
and the entertai nment industry, as exempli
fied by the traitor Jane Fonda, further under
cut the public support for our war," says 
Brown. 

"It was not uncommon for members of the 
' peace generation' to wish them, the Vietnam vets, dead. They 
would say as much, most often in public, usually to the accompani
ment of guitar music." Brown recalled placing his curse: "A plague 
on all their houses!" He decided the veterans needed a voice, and the 
adventurous needed a message board. 

A Voice For The Vets 
Overnight, SOF offered Vietnam vets the recogni tion they 

deserved, a home in a sense, a meeting place for like souls. Like a 
banner, it acknowledged their sacrifices and conti nues to do so, 
loudly and loyally. 

And through the years, Vietnam has featured promi nently in the 
pages of SOF. SOF readership is now older and a little more mel
low, but the magazine is never afraid to resuscitate the past. 
Although SOF, in line with just about every other print publication, 
has seen its circulation fall, the support from veterans and law 
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enforcement (roughl y 12% of 
its readership, from the FBI on 
clown) is unwavering. 

When Colonel Brown, 
aga inst all oclcls, began thi s 
endeavor a quarter-century ago, 
he was fu lly aware that for pub
li shers, that era was sounding 
the death knell fo r some of the 
old stand ard s our gra nclclacls 
read - titles like Argosy, True, 
Blue Book, Saga and a half
clozen others, some of which 
had survived World War IL. 

"J needed to be sure that I 
had enough working capital to 

publish four issues in a year," Brown recall s. "I set a target of 4,000 
prepaid subscriptions. If I didn ' t reach my goal, I would simply 
return the owners' checks," which he kept in a shoe box hidden in 
hi s car. The rest is hi story. 

What emerged with issue Number One, publi shed in July of 
1975, was the template that he and hi s editors would follow in all 
subsequent issues. Brown's objecti ves have always been clear-cut. 
Hi s enemies, invariably, were 
oppressive regimes to the left 
of the political spectrum: 
Russian, Chinese, Iraqi, 
Irani an, Cuban, Vietnamese, 
Palestinian - you name it. He 
tackled their agendas with 
gusto, usuall y in the pages of 
hi s magazine, or, preferably, in 
what he refers to as hi s own 
brand of "participatory journal
ism" on their home ground, 
often with the help of the local 
undergro und or resistance 
movement. SOF has trained 
troops, militias, revolutionaries 
and di ss idents in more than a 
dozen countries in Africa, Asia, 
the Middle East and the Americas . "No doubt," he muses, "if I were 
to pursue the same sort of thing today, Clinton and the nosepickers 
in the State Department would probably have me behind bars. Of 
course, if I dec ide to get involved in a future worthy cause, we sim
ply won' t write about it or identify the personnel in vo lved." 

Afghanistan 
"The most exhilaratin g experience in the world ," Churchill 

said , " is to be fired at with no effect." To th at fa mous maxim, the 
in famous Robert K. Brown added " ... and to fire back" as he led 
an SOF team into Afghani stan in 1982 when the war was dramat
icall y esca lati ng. 

"You want k.i ll Russians?" offered one of the 1ni(jahideen. lead
ers. Brown leaped at the in:esistible offer, the prospect of firin g into 
a heavil y fo rti fied Soviet strongpoint in the va lley below. "After 
all ," he declared afterward , "one wa its a li fet ime fo r such an oppor
tunity. " 

Never mind that the Red Army might retaliate, or that Soviet Air 
Force Mi-24 attack helicopters were undoubtedly searching for 

them across the batt le front. Jim Coyne, author, contributing editor 
and Brown's partner in the boondocks, well-programmed after 12 
years of experience as a TV cameraman , prepared to document the 
Li ve action. 

The muj started hammering away at the grubby Russian fort 
located in the valley below with a captured Russian l4.5mm heavy 
machine-gun perched on a 
ridgeline. The onl y other 
weapon with enough range to 
reach the fort was an antiquat
ed British 3- inch Brandt
Stokes mortar that had been 
manufactured in 1936. 

Brown walked over to the 
mortar and dropped a round 
down the tube for the he ll of 
it. "That 's fo r Vietnam," he 
muttered. 

The Sov iets were well
aware of Hol y Fighters' posi
tions. As Brown reco unts, " Tt 
didn ' t take us long to rea li ze 
that the bastard s were accu
rate. Remarkabl y so. We 
scrambled out of there with the Afghans before Russian air sup
port could arri ve ." 

But Stingy With Stingers 
In J 989, Brown asked the Afghan rebel leader General Safi to let 

him shoot down a Russian aircraft with a Stinger missile. The CIA 
had provided the Afghans Stingers in J 986. (Many military analysts 
believe this was the beginning of the end for the Russians in 
Afghani stan). "When General Safi , who was an old buddy, refu sed, 
I said I'd settle fo r knocking out a Ru ss ian tank or two with a Milan 
mi ssi le. Again he said 'No. ' 

"I said, 'Safi , we' re old buddies, we just about got napalmed 
together, why won' t you let me blow up a Russian tank? ' Safi 
explained that he didn ' t want to run the ri sk of having Ameri can 
journalists killed. And that was the end of that. I'm still pi ssed off." 

The first time Brown and SOF v.isitecl the Afghan rebels was in 
September 1980. The mi ss ion was to cover the war, conduct some 
ad hoc training, and cause the Russ ians as much grief as possible. 
SOFer Galen Geer already had gone farther into Afghanistan than 

any Western reporter, and had 
brought out never-before-seen 
Russian mi litary equipment. 

One of the team, Major John 
Donovan, SOF's explosives and 
demolitions contributing ed itor, 
was told by the rebels that the 
anti -tank land mines were not 
working. "The mines are all 
duds. They look good, but they 
no boom, they said. " It took a 
New York second for Donovan 
to rectify the problem : Showing 
how it was done, Donovan 
pati ently explained to the 
Afghans that in order for the 
mines to go boom, they first had 
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to have a detonator screwed in. 
How many Russian tanks and 

APCs Donovan and SOF indi
rectly destroyed in Afghanistan 
will never be known. 

Many of the weapons the 
rebels deployed in their war of 
liberation - apart from mines, 
Stingers, mortars, arti llery 
pieces, claymores, booby traps, 
triple-A guns and much e lse 
including training - came from 
the U nited States, although 
China also contributed, mostly 
small arms and automatic 
weapons. In thei r own way, the 
Russians also did their bit: A lot 

of what reached muj forces courtesy of the Soviet Union was cap
tured from them in battle. 

In mucking about Afghanistan, Brown and his crews noticed that 
a good deal of the hardware reaching the rebels had been dug out of 
some long-forgotten Pakistani ordnance depot. For instance, wh ile 
fol lowing a truck carrying ammunition, Brown discovered later, that 
on board there were cases of linked .303 aircraft rounds manufac
tured in 1944. 

Going Where The Action Is 
Brown has e ither personally led groups of his own people or sent 

them independently into Afghanistan, the Sudan, E l Salvador, 
Uganda, Rhodesia, Angola, the Congo, Lebanon, Mozambique, 
Burma, Laos, C had, Nicaragua, Sierra Leone, Israel, Croatia, 
Bosnia and a good few others that he'd rather I didn ' t write about. 

One of these adventures involved researching the feas ibili ty of 
overthrowing the oppressive dictatorship of Surinam - th is time 
with d irect CIA involvement, coincidentally, which included money. 

Another of bis efforts was to try to take over the Jsland of Abaco 
in the Bahamas immediately after the Bahamas decolonized from 
tl1e British government. His plan was to set up an independent rule 
and appoint himself Minister of Defense. The self-sty led Robin 
Hood planned to give the country's impoverished peasants a piece 
of the action in a society dominated by tourists, corrupt politicians 
and big money. 

Had Brown chosen less conspicuous places in some remote 
corner of the world, rathe r than stage his activ ities in Uncle Sam's 

backyard, this kind of activity 
might have been commendable. 
It could a lso have happened 
had it not involved Americans. 
Perhaps it's perhaps just as well 
that both efforts came to 
naught. T he coup in the 
Bahamas would have prompted 
a vigorous reaction from the 
Royal Navy, inc luding a period 
in residence fo r Brown and his 
crew as guests of Her Majesty's 
government. 

Brown was later informed by 
a former Delta operative that the 
U.S. government actually had 
contingency plans to take over 
Surinam, very much as it had 

done with Grenada. The 
Pentagon was concerned that 
Surinam's leader had crept 
into bed with a variety of left
ist regimes. The operation was 
canceled because the Surinam 
dictator, Bourterse, sent borne 
all his Cuban advisers after the 
Grenada invasion, fearing the 
same fate as his counterpart. 

Perhaps Brown 's inspira
tion in part was having missed 
out on one of Fat Ralph 
Edens' adventures, except for 
the visit to a U.S. jail , that is. 
Fat Ralph had attempted to 
make the world a better place 
by bombing the palace of "Papa Doc" Duvalier, the Haitian tyrant. 
Hoping to mount a popular insurrection, Edens and his pals rolled 
out 33-gallon drums of homemade napalm from the door of an anti
quated Lockheed Super Constellation. 

Unfortunately, only one of the improvised Molotov Cocktai ls 
exploded in the palace courtyard. The rest exploded in downtown 
Port au Prince, setting ha lf the city on fire. Edens c laims that he was 
responsible for a Haitian urban renewal program . 

That he quite often succeeded didn't hang easi ly with the State 
Department or with an estab-
1 ishment that, at best, could 
sometimes be duplicitous in 
setting its own agendas. But 
then most ti mes, the man 
tended to champ ion the 
underdog. 

Did Well, Done Good 
A lthough th ings are a bit 

different now, there was a 
time when RKB was the soft
est touch east of the Rockies. 
lf you had a cause, obscure, 
but worthy - or a problem -

POINTMAN IN HEU. you came to Uncle Bob. Tbe 
BRITAIN'S GURKHAS number of people he has 

----- helped (and a fair proportion 
he had never met before) is legendary. Many, particularly some of 
the individuals from the Vietnam epoch, had physical disabi lities. 
Others had personal problems. If warranted, Brown would lend a 
hand. And sometimes unexpectedly, as in the case of Giang Bang 
La, who had been Brown's interpreter at Tong Le Chon, his Special 
Forces A-Camp duri ng the Vietnam War. 

Giang's story takes place several years after the Vietnam War 
ended. Before being posted home, Brown had given Giang his card 
and told him that if he ever got Stateside, he should look him up. 

Giang buried the card near the mango tree in his garden. Seven 
years later, having organized a boat and an escape party, Giang and 
his group headed out to sea. The refugees were spotted by a West 
German merchant ship, the Kap Anamour, and taken aboard. 

Any ship that snatched people from the sea was held to be 
responsible for them. Unless they could show that they had a 
sponsor, the refugees were taken to the flagship country. Al though 
the merchantman's first port of call was the Ph ilippines, the other 
698 Vietnamese boat people were taken to Hamburg, Germany: 
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Everyone, that is , except Gi ang and his family of fi ve. Giang 
flashed Uncle Bob 's yellowed, mildewed old card that probably 
once had mu shrooms growing on it to show that he had fri ends 
where it mattered . 

Within days, SOF 's offices had been contacted and Brown 
agreed to sponsor the family to come to the United States. Giang 
worked for some years in the magazine's mail department before he 
moved on. He 's still in Boulder, his children have received an 
American education and joined the all-American dream - a house, 
two cars and a te levision. Brown subsequently contacted a personal 
friend, Bill Bell, who was assigned to a POW/MIA recovery task 

force. Brown explained that 
Giang's mother would not get a 
visa application approved fo r 
several years and asked, "Bill , 
will you give me a hand on 
this?" B ill replied, "I' ll take 
care of it." Bill went down to 
the visa office, took Giang's 
mother 's visa application off 
the bottom of the pile and put it 
on the top of the pile, accelerat
ing the process by two or three 
years. Brown was invited to her 
80th birthday party as thi s issue 
was going to press. 

Dtticial Scrutiny 
Occasionall y, the antics of 

the fo under of SOF got him into trouble. He has been investigated 
- occasionally at the instigation of Congress - by just about every 
security es tabli shment in the country, inc luding the Justice 
Department. The FBI has ques tioned him a dozen times . He reckons 
that more than once they tried to set him up, using provocateurs to 
advocate ridiculous schemes that would certainly have landed him 
in prison. 

One time a gray-suited adventurer "with the requi site short
back-ancl-s icles and patent leather shoes," offered him a number of 
AR- LO automatic weapons, claiming that he had smuggled them 
into America concealed in a container of oil drilling equipment and 
that there was a lot more where that consignment came from. 
Another time it was a silencer for a firearm, at a SHOT Show. 

The ul timate irony, perhaps, was that with the ons'et of perestroi
ka, the colonel eventually cut a deal with a group of businessmen in 
Moscow to publish a Russian 
edition of SOF. That crashed 
when the economy went clown . 

Al most 300 editions since it 
first appeared, Soldier Of 
Fortune has, over the years, 
developed a remarkable person
ali ty. It has always been in an 
ill-defined category of its own , 
offering a combination of arm
chair adventure yarns, weapons 
scoops, war stories, political 
commentary and much more. 

The magazine has main
tained an editorial policy that is 
patently independent, often 
fiercely so. At the instigation of 

! • 

Brown , SOF has conducted its 
own investigations in to a vari
ety of scandals; some of them 
botched FBI operations such 
as at Waco and Ruby Ri dge. 
SOF also exposed the fact that 
the BATF was developing its 
own air force. What came out 
of that scoop; as a result of a 
congressional inquiry, resulted 
in the BATF being ordered to 
terminate their fledgling air 
operations. 

He has had hi s share of get
ting in to the hair of the mili
tary, one of the reasons, no 
doubt, why SOF was never 

invited to part1c1pate in medi a pool acti vities during Operation 
Desert Storm. 

Professional Outsiders 
When it needed to, the magazine has also taken a strong line on 

the shortcomings in some of the scrapes in which U.S. forces have 
been invo lved. Among these were Panama, the Somali debacle, 
Desert Storm, and the Balkans. Consequently, as far as the Pentagon 
is concerned, Soldier Of Fortune does not ra te comment. And whi le 
it would be unusual fo r any serving officer to ad mit that he actually 
subscribes to the magazine, many do. 

An iconoclast to the las t, 
Brown - erstwhile armored car 
guard, health studio instructor, 
freelance photojournali st, ditch 
digger, cowboy, trail crew fore
man, pri vate investigator, logger 
and hard-rock miner - usuall y 
responds to unwarranted cri ti
cism by te lling his adversari es 
to "go and fu ck" themsel ves. 

While Brown has hi s share 
of detrac tors, there are a lso 
those who appreciate what the 
magazine has clone, and have 
gone to bat fo r him. 

Joseph Goulden, a fo rmer 
deputy-direc tor at Accuracy In 
Media , a conservative watchdog organization, admitted that he reg
ul arl y read the magazine. "They report [on events] at a depth you 
don' t fi nd anywhere e lse .. . and l can' t see myself spending a com
parable amount of time with Time just to see what [i ts chief poli ti 
cal correspondent] happens to think. I just don' t care that much," he 
stated in an interview in the publi shing trade magazine Folio. 

So, too, d id the Detroit Free Press laud hi s role in blasting right
wing mili tias fo r their extremi st views in an article titled "Leading 
the Charge." It went on: "Lately, in colu mns and articles, Brown's 
magazine has been attacking domestic terro rists as enemies of lib
erty (and as a director of the NRA) of law-abiding gun owners." 

Soldier Of Fortune, it said, had devoted long articles to debunk
ing two widespread myths that were then being promul gated by 
militia-type conspiracy theorists. The fi rst of these was a fl eet of 
black helicopters had been readied fo r use as part of a crazy New 
World Order by UN storm troopers or American soldiers under UN 
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command. The other was that a 
train of flatbed cars carrying UN 
tanks and armored cars had been 
sighted in Utah. 

The St. Louis Post Dispatch 
was possibly closest to the truth 
when it declared that SOF 
derived pleasure " from tweak
ing the nose, not only of the 
establishment but also the liber
als." Not many are aware that 
Brown is a registered Democrat 
simply because he votes in the 
primaries for a pro-gun 
Democratic county commis
sioner. 

The Right Stuff 
Unlike today, when a person's CV mjght include something 

about having flown combat or served as a grunt in Vietnam - peo
ple are proud of having been there - you don't need the memory of 
an elephant to recall that the ' 70s were bad news fo r those who had 
been involved in the longest war in America's history. But Brown 's 
editorial formu la was more than support for veterans: He took his 
magazine a step further, and SOF's formula, its raison d'etre, was 
as basic then as it is today. 

SOF incorporates healthy dollops of rip-roaring action which, 
though sometimes a little over the top, are always based on fact. 
Many of its articles are set in exotic locales. There are also, when 
the occasion warrants it, expos
es of as many shortcomings in 
Washington, D.C., as in what 
was then the communist world. 
All of it is packaged in the k ind 
of page-turning, "I was there" 
wide-eyed combat adventure 
that provides an immediacy 
that no other publication in 
America enjoys. A large part of 
the magazine's strength is that 
its style allows veterans to 
relate to events that might cur
rently be in the news. 

Brown's latest venture 
included sending a staffer on a 
five-week assignment to Sierra 
Leone, where he flew combat 
in a Russian Mi-24 attack helicopter piloted by a South African mer
cenary with an Ethiopian ground staff. The eclectic flight crew was 
supplemented by a Shi'ite Lebanese gunner, a former British SAS 
operative who holds an OBE from the Queen for his role in the 
Iranian embassy drama in London some years ago, and a "volun
teer" sidegunner who could only have been attached to French intel
ligence. 

It has been that way from the start. Having established the mag
azine, Soldier Of Fortune was the new boy on the block and the 
magazine quickly proved a hit. His choice of name, too, bad a mys
tique that a lot of people - especially former servicemen - liked. 

The new publication also made Brown enough money to afford 
him the abi)jty to do his own thing, such as building a full-sized mil-

itary base ins ide Laos, then in a state of war with its neighbors, with 
a 130-man army of H'mong tribesmen for protection. 

The initial idea was to provide an SOF team with a headquarters 
which could be used to snatch a group of perhaps 22 POWs in the 
north of the country. The Pentagon took him seriously enough for 
Admiral Alan Paulson, then director of the POW/MIA program 
under the Defense Inte lligence Agency to offer Brown a list of all the 
missing pi lots' call signs if he were to come up with specific names 
from the war era. It was not only the first time it had happened, but 
the gesture was essentia l. Tn negotiations with the governor of one of 
the Laotian provinces, Brown had agreed to pay $20,000 for each 
POW that the man handed over. At the same time, to avoid being 

stung, he had to know what he 
was getti ng for his cash. 

As he says, "without some 
sort of identification, those 
mothers could have handed me 
every junkie in Southeast Asia 
and I wouldn 't have known 
better." 

As it happened, little came 
of the enterprise, though he 
admits that it was interesting. 
With China just then sparring 
with Hanoi (and Laos a cl ient 
state of the Vietnamese), "we 
had our share of scrapes." In 
the end he struck camp before 
the Laotian Air Force 
napalmed them. 

Editorial Impact, With Impact 
Another war in which Brown and his colleagues were seriously 

involved was Rhodesia. SOF staff members made many trips there, 
and John Coleman, one of the mercenaries who served in the 
Rhodesian Light Infantry - already a budding writer - eventually 
became editor of the magazine. Brown was told by a Rhodesian 
army recruiting officer that d1e majority of d1e 450 or more 
Americans who fought with the Rhodesian armed forces signed up 
because of SOF. This did not win any friends in the liberal Carter 
Administration, who sniffed that SOF may have been with in the let
ter of d1e law, but not within the spirit. 

While most things that Brown and his boys have done in the past 
quarter-century were exciting, 
none of the more serious impli
cations linked to international 
power poli tics escaped this 
graduate of the University of 
Colorado, who holds a Master's 
in poli tical science. 

His regu lar reading list 
include , among others, The 
Wall Street Journal, Foreign 
Affairs, Middle East Policy, The 
New York Times and The New 
Republic. He also likes to get 
into many of the publications 
put out by Britain's Jane's 
Information Group, which are 
also ci rculated among his staff. 
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Go to his house and Brown is 
invariably reading half a dozen 
books concurrently: Most are 
histories. As might be expected, 
the man is a war buff. He has, 
over the years, accumulated an 
encyclopedic store of knowl
edge about all the conflicts in 
which America has been 
involved . 

Now, close to 70, his mem
ory is phenomenal, even if hi s 
hearing is, as one of his old 
buddies commented, "Shit!" 

He's met presidents and 
kings, mixed with reprobates 
and revolutionaries of all 
shades and, for a while, even 

went to Cuba to join in Castro's revolution , which caused him end
less security problems in later years. Yet Bob Brown is emphatic: 
'Tm just a simple country boy." 

Blue-collar though his background may be - and there were 
times when hi s family was so poor they were kept alive on a com
bination of stewed prunes and 
eggs - the publisher of 
Soldier Of Fortune has come 
a long way. Over the years, 
the popularity of the maga
zine has allowed him to do 
things that most people can 
only dream about. 

These have included oper
ational visits to Africa, help
ing hurricane victims in the 
Dominican Republic, a suc
cession of insertions into 
Afghanistan , training sniping 
teams with the Christian 
forces in Lebanon, hunting 
guerrillas in Rhodesia, visits 
to the Sudan to find out if the 
Khartoum government was 
usi ng nerve gases against southern Christian/animist insurgents, 
support for dissident Karen tribespeople against the Burmese and 
many more. 

finding Its Niche 
What became manifest after the first handful of issues appeared 

was that Brown had sudden ly made an important breakthrough in 
the coverage of events that you don't often see on your neighbor
hood newsstand . Within four years the magazine 's circulation had 
topped 100,000. A few years later it had risen by another 50%. One 
year, fairly early on, SOF grossed $7 million. 

As anybody involved in the business will te ll you, this was 
unusual in the convolu ted world of magazi ne publishing and it was 
clear to all that the colonel had read his market correctly. Most of hi s 
support - then and now - came from people who had served in 
the armed forces or in law enforcement. 

Those most closely involved with its production claim that its 
readership remains in a higher income bracket than most other mag-

azines that are not into 
finance, tech or something 
high-falutin '. Case in point: At 
last year's SOF Convention, 
one of the exhibitors, gunmak
er Ronnie Barrett, was selling 
a .50 caliber Ultra-long-range 
ri fi e. He took orders for more 
than 20 at well over $5,000 a 
piece. 

Also, as incumbent editor 
Dwight Swift points out, its 
subscription renewal rate is 
proportionately higher than 
most better-known magazines 
'There are not many publica
tions that can make that 
claim," he declares. 

As Brown would say, "We' re into adventure, goddammit. Only 
we do it first , we do it better, and most important, we do it." He 
backed that up with an anecdote: 

Great Grenada Grab 
After the U.S. invasion of Grenada in 1983, Brown and Jim 

Graves, another of hi s editors, returned to the States with a sui t
case full of captured documents - most of them secret. All had 
been rifled from the offices of the Grenada Deputy Minister of 
Defense and the prime minister's office. Notably, Brown and hi s 
group hadn ' t been the first ones there: U.S. intelligence agents 
who had landed with the invading force had visited both places 
before them and obviously hadn 't clone a very good job. 

The material that Brown chanced upon indicated that Cuba and 
the Soviets were turning Grenada into a strategic military base, a 
kind of Cuban/Soviet military and intelligence fortress in the 
Caribbean, and at a time when the Cold War was on boil. On his 
return, Brown called Time magazine and told them what he bad. 
They flew out an editor and photographer to Boulder to evaluate the 
material. The next issue of Time carried a feature piece on what 
Brown and Graves had found . 

An interesting aside here is that, among hundreds of journalists 
who had gathered in Barbados and who were clamoring to make it 
aboard the final USAF C-130 that took the media contingent to the 

island, Brown was the last to 
board. Bear in mind that j our
nal i sts eager to get to Grenada 
were five-deep: Every man 
jack hoped for a seat on an 
aircraft that, at best, can only 
take about I 00. 

As always, Brown had a 
plan. He had no intention of 
being left out and Jay Mallin, 
one of SOF's specialists on 
South and Central America, 
just happened to have two sets 
of press credentials, both 
heavyweight. Consequently, 
when the name "Robert 
Brown - Readers Digest" 
was called, the cumulative 
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gasp from his fellow hacks 
could be heard on the far side 
of the runway. 

As Brown says with a 
characterist ic ev il smile: 
"You've got to know a few 
tricks in this game, sonny. If 
you don't, you' re sunk." 

He has an equally outra
geous tale to tell of how, in 
1991, by now al most 60, this 
tough, leather-skin ned, 
tobacco-chewing veteran 
conned somebody into 
believing he was a combatant 
in the Gulf War. Despite 
numerous frustrations prior 
to the invasion , he became 
the first Western journalist to enter Kuwait City, and did so as the 
guest of a Saudi prince. Brown was part of the Royal entourage at 
the head of a combined Saudi/ Kuwaiti armored brigade that 
entered Ku wait C ity. 

finally, A Triumphal March 
American forces, by then, were already on the outskirts of the 

c ity. As a courtesy - as had happened a couple of generations 
before, when General Eisenhower a llowed future Pres ident de 
Gaulle and hi s men to precede U.S. fo rces into Paris - the Arab 
army was allowed to lead the way. 

His Gulf War assignment was not a happy one. Tony Horwitz 
of The Wall Street Journal wrote patronizingly about this old war 
horse, frustrated by the machinati ons of a mult inational military 
bureaucracy gone berserk. In his artic le he referred to SOF as "a 

sort of trade magazine fo r mer
cenaries and the lunatic fringe" 
and took an almost vicarious 
delight at Brown having been 
shoved aside by the military 
together with the rest of the 
media lumpenprolerariar. That 
was a pity because it' s certain
ly not the Journal's style. Also, 
Horwitz hadn't clone his home
work. 

He hi ghlighted Brown ' s 
a lmost brazen disdain fo r jour
nalists who knew little about 
the mil itary or the task that 
faced Coalition Forces against 
a nation that everybody was 

aware had stocks of chemical and biological weapons. The Iraq is 
a lso had an advanced nuclear weapons program. Horwitz to ld his 
readers that Brown had taken to labeling his colleagues "boobs 
and dorks." What he didn't say was that for the first time in more 
than a century, the majority of the media covering the war hadn 't 
the vaguest idea of what it was all about, except that the enemy 
was Saddam Hussein and that Kuwait had to be liberated. Most 
wou ldn ' t have been able to te ll the difference be tween a BROM 
and a BQM drone. 

To pass the time, said Horwitz, Brown and his two associates 

A 

- ex-Legionnaire Paul Fanshaw and fo rmer Deputy Commander 
of Rhodesia's Grey Scouts, Major Mike Wi ll iams - kept a list of 
"Boobs of the Briefings," reporters who asked dumb questions at 
the daily news conferences: "Can you give us the bridge phi loso
phy as regards the bridge targeting?" (Answer: to destroy 
bridges). And "How long a war can you te ll the American people 
to be prepa'red for - weeks or months?" (Answer: Weeks or 
months) . 

Horwitz sa id that the trio fantasized about asking shocking 
questions li ke "When do you plan to start dropping napalm?" 

An interesting aside here, as Brown observed in one of his 
columns, was that while coverage of the Gu lf War was bad -
abysmally so - and very few o f those who had been accredited 
as correspondents had even begun to master the fundamentals of 
modern-day conflict (never mind the terminology, which is a 
given in any discipline) most 
editors, when Kosovo came 
along, did at least make an 
effort not to repeat past mi s
takes. 

But it hadn' t happened by 
the time the Balkan war broke 
out. On ass ignment in Sarajevo 
with Bob MacKenzie, the two 
men were present whe n a 
woman reporter from one of 
New York's prestig ious glamour 
magazines complained about 
Serb sniping acti vity in the city. 
"For Heaven's sake ," she 
exc laimed with indi gnati o n, 
" why doesn' t somebody throw 
landmines at those snipers?" 

"Rewarding" Journalism 
A few other events, which made news in the pages of SOF 

over the years , inc luded a $ 100,000 reward fo r the firs t 
Nicaraguan pilot to defect from the Central American state with a 
Soviet-bui lt Mi-24 he licopter gunship. After a meeting wi th Lt. 
Col. Oli ver North in the Old Executi ve Building, that amount was 
upped to a million dollars, with North 's office vouchsafing to 
underwrite the balance. While no N icaraguan crew ever took the 

bait, one of the immediate 
results - once that issue hit 
the newsstands - was that 
the N icaraguan Air Force 
suspended operations agai nst 
the Contras fo r a lmost a 
mo nth whil e trus tworthy 
Cuban pilots were brought in 
as replacements, which was 
the objecti ve of the project in 
the first place. 

Before that, Brown had 
offered $ L0,000 in gold fo r 
the return " in one piece" of 
the Ugandan tyrant , ldi 
Amin . There were no takers 
there, either, though an SOF 
staffer was one of the first 
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fore ign journal is ts to go 
th rough Amin's bedroom 
after it had been pillaged by 
Tanzanian troops. What he 
discovered was a bag ful l of 
go.Id-plated medals, which .he 
grabbed and took back to his 
hotel with him: Some of 
these, inc identally, eventual
ly ended up in Colorado. 

Later that day, the SOF 
man returned with another 
group of "journali s ts" -
Russ ians , Israeli s, 
Americans, British and oth
e rs, none of whose bylines he 
recog ni zed - and went 
through an adjoining house 

on Kampala's Nakasero Hi ll. lt had been used by a PLO terror 
g roup as a bomb-making factory. Lying innocuous ly on one of 
the window sills, with a European address on it, was a letter 
bomb. 

Deciding to grab it on the way out - nobody at SOF had ever 
been able to examine one of these dev ices up c lose - he was 
beaten to the draw, probably by the Mossad. The local KGB 
"journalist" was excluded from the chase because it was, after 
al l, Moscow's money that had been fund ing the Palestinians. 

Another offer made in SOF not long afterward was $100,000 
to the first person who 
could bring back a sample 
of "yellow m in " from 
Southeast Asia. Though 
there were quite a few fake 
offers, including a con, who 
for $ I 0,000, so ld the 
Aus tralian Broadcasting 
Corporation an alleged 
"yellow ra in" round that 
appeared to be an RPG-7 
that had been painted yel
low. On analysis it was 
found to be an RPG-7 round 
painted yellow. It was SOF 
staffer, Jim Coyne, who 
eventually brought the first 
"yellow rain" sample back 
to America. It was later 
handed to a government office for analysis. 

Coyne was eventually called to testify o n the matte r be fore a 
Congressional sub-committee. Though Washington wa re luc
tant to acknowledge, horror of a ll horrors, that SOF might have 
had a hand, Brown did eventuall y get a back-handed comple
ment fo r his efforts from one of the Congressmen involved, 
Congressman Leach, of lowa. That was one of several such 

episodes . 

Intelligence Scoops 
Looking back, it is evident 

that today there are few, if any 
othe r publications that have 
been able to match SOF's 
record o f intel ligence firsts. 
Having outfoxed the KGB 
and severa l times scooped the 
CIA, the magazine has con
sistent ly beat other defense 
jo urnal : on both sides of the 
Atlantic in corning up with 
something new. Eventually, it 
happened so ofte n tha t it 

Continued on page 104 

TRAINING 
ROUNC>S 

egular readers of Soldier Of Fortune magazine are 
fam iliar w ith SOF's continuing support of the 
freedom fighte r. What is not as well known is that 
for the last 25 years the same writers you have 

trusted for the real story, from where the action is, have volun
teered for active-duty, training the ground-pounders who have 
been the buffer between tyranny and umbrella drink.s. 

Often times the distant bureaucrats do not have the proper per
spective and send too little, too late. SOF publisher Robert K. 
Brown and his band of happy hoodlums (actually highly trained 
professionals, most of them Vietnam vets) have frequently stepped 
up to the p late to fill in the training gaps where they could. 

From El Salvador to -Bosnia, the more things changed, the more 
they stayed the same. Robert K. Brown was given the same basic 
request: Turn the locals, many lacking in formal training but brim
ming with enthusiasm, into a cohesive fighting force. A force to be 
reckoned with. A force that could staunch the wounds of tyranny. 

The only hurdles would be time, money and incoming fire. 
Naturally, these special projects would require improvisation. 

because it was Uncle Bob, not uncle Sugar, footing the bill. Combat 
and tactics wi ll always boil down to this universal miss ion state
ment: Inflict the most damage with the least expense. Given the lim
itations imposed on th,e SOF crews. they had to focus on unconven
tional warfare, small-unit tactics. ambushes and sniping. 

Casualties are one of the inev itable products of combat. In the 
underdeveloped areas of the world the concept of medivaci.ng is 
more. c ience fiction then reali ty, thus the skills of tlie medic and the 
supplies of the field hospital are of critical importance. Many of the 
medical missions of RRII (see story, this i sue) focused on training 
local medics and doctors. 

The fo llowing is a brief ove rview of SOF trnining missio1Js suit
able to appear in the pages of SOF over the last 25 years. Many of 
the back issues are still available (call SOF Back Issue departmeut 
at 303-449-3750 to inquire about specific issues). 

"Embattled El Salvador: Has The U.S. Forgotten How To Win A 
War?" by Robert K. Brown 

(Appeared in September 1983, Vol.8 No.9) 
When the Special Forces advisers proved insufficient, Soldier Of 

Fortune magazine quickly stepped in to fi ll the void. SOF team 
ii1cludecl: Robert K. Brown, Alexander M.S. McColl, John Early, 
Peder L und, John Donovan, Peter G. Kokalis, Ralph Edens, Dr. 
John Peters. 

"Update From El Salvador," by SOF Staff 
(Appeared in January 1984, Vol.9 No. I) 
When communism was knocking at our back door in Central 

America the United States asked Salvadoran grunts to figh t the good 
fight for us. Robert K. Brown and Soldier Of Fomme magazine felt 
il was the least they could do to provide them with support. SOF's 
team included: Robert K. Brown, Alexander M.S. McColl , John 
Early, Ben Jones, Cliff Albright, John Donovan, Peter G. Kokalis, 
Ralph G. Edens, John Padgett, Phi lip Gonzales, Thomas D. 
Reisinger. 

"Arms And The Atlacatl : SOF Trains Salvadoran Immediate 
Reaction Battalion." by Peter G . Kokalis 

(Appeared in January 1984, Vol.9 No. I) 
SOFTechnical Editor waged a personal war against communism 

in Central America. Read more about Kokalis's 21 missions to El 
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Salvador starting on page 83. 

"House-to~H~Js~ In Moi:azan: sOfs Lefil~~~aire with the 
Cazadores," b'y fi'iiyl Fanshaw .· .·: .. ;~;;'~:· ·' ·· 

(Appeared;~_)'ulle,1984,"VoL 9 No. 6) ::-;)F~> :.~ · · 

SOF staff~r ~~ that spme W#e~ the ~!;t! 
teach~r· when 1s placed 1i;i a. traJi:l!n 
CWi?Jiores ' ( coffip~y jir :• 
Sal\'tactor. . ., .. · '. r!J~'.:,:/ ' '·I 

"Re(ugee;. R f}n~~rJ~~~~: ~~~;'.:t;e~ 
Ametj\'ia: Teamw~r,k;SpeUS'Relieffoi:'Needy,. 

(Appeared in.~u~t 198~, Vol. ,9 I'J:~, 8) . 
Not all ttaifiiilg. missio,ns, inclucfo''Pe~tb · 

R!~fugee Relief mii.;firatiot:i:iiJ, Inc. an~,.indiv 
ence in fightin.i'>,i;qll1l;i:mtiis01 by h,eJ)ling >th'. 
America, Southw¢$1: anct.Southeas,t Mi.a witli 
medical suppli~S",aiid know"ho~. : ·' 

''.Taking It.· e·'Streets; so,p.iJ:J~~i 
Waiifate;".by · Js.~(ij•. <.;;\.~'''}.:' : 

(}\.ppeare .. ~t.:J~~*i\r6t.~1;<1'o;{~J· ! 
In the mid El Swvador, Qilb,@. C!Qm 

soji'~~ers . ·.. . Qks,}Ben Jon~;:oenills .... 
and Steve SalisbI!rJ teach the Salvadi;iJ:ifus th~r. 
of how to attac~5irtd.c1¢ar.itow'n.. • ( .·.· '.• 

"SOF 'framsi~Contras: Under R6~ts Re: 
Claflin : 

(Appeared Oc.t()ber l9Qc:>) .. .. . . 
· SQF and ~neral J. $in,gJ'!lub· oi~a:fi!Ze 

selectunits, fl p•Jieii:¢liation · •· ' 
Liaison; Rob: Er·· · ·· ' ·Team 
Medfoal Speci ~il . . 1~De; 
MarksmanshiP, , • eratjonrFSp~:i: 
& Cbl:nmllnicatioJi$. SpeciaVst, Harry'.• . 

-',-

'.'Return Of Tia.Pantera Rosa: SO~lf1'ecb: · 
SWA';[.'," by Pe~f6. K~klj}is . . .. . .. 

{Appeared~<i.ivemb,er 1990, Vol. 15.No. l 
Peter»G. KQ'~fi]is and Mark Evan;give 24> .•.. efy' 

man Equipo de''tj,e;~ction Especial (Special Reactil:\i.itewn. 
a five-day cOlSJ?;]l~~e in small arms: · · ... )r,:: ·~ • 

''Sniper Sc~~oh 'B()F1i:i Techniyal ~ditor '.I'r.ains ~~l~dor 

"Reach Out And H.1.T.T. Someone: SOF's Kokalis Upgrades 
Salvadoran SRTSkills," by Peter G. Kokalis · · 

(Appeared March 1992,Vol.17 No.3) 
Peter Ci Kokalis and Chris Mayer rack up :the frequent flyer; 

miles in another trip to ins4Uct the ERE in acLe'f.el-II Countet
Sniper Course based on the principals of LouisAwerbuckand the 
Yavapai' Fire.$8 Academy. ·. ,;: " · 

°'.'.:\\11'' 'q 

"Combar,irid :Caring::SOE's M~dical Te@i',coacli~;Karen · 
'Doctorst'.1. b)k E>r. John Peters ;,i,1· l , : . :,;· ·· 

(Appeared.August 1992, Vol.17 No.8) 
• . Three AJ'n~rican doctors, Dr. David Crowder, Dr. Forrest Smith 

'ili:iP. Dr. Jofu}•.Peter8 travel to Thailand and B.un:lla to instruct Karen 
pJ:l)!siciiinsl~;t:iattlefield surgical techniques. · .. · · . 

';. ,,,,,, " 

·~~(,'-On Th~~fJrl.ngLine With Bosnia's King Tomislav Brigade," by 
· · Robert'X. Br{lwn · 

. .. . .993, VoL18 No. 4) ; . .• 
}l11n get the job done $0.f sencls ;a Training 
nia: For two' weeks Cof: Bmwn and. his crew 

:& battle "the Nazis of the '90s.,., Crew includes: 
pport Anet Logistics, Col. Alex McColl and 
Demolition Specialist, Maj. John Donovan, 
· e Gun Specialist, Peter G. Kokalis; Sniping 
e S,pecialists; Col. Mike Peck, USA (Ret.), 
an; ,Staff Management,. Artillery Fire Control 
ent Analysis Specialist, Col. Alex McColl, 

.;Qroatian Courage: SOF 'fech .Editor Trains 
ijers," by .Peter G. Kokalis 
993,Vol.18No. 4) .. f . • . , 

King Tomislav Brigade with th.~I~ eclectic col~ 
a crash course in the finer poiqts of machine 

A Few 'Pretty Good' Shpts;•§OF's Crash Cottrse· 
.eers,''. by :S2Pr!ordan/.'1 ( .·· 
'1993, Votl'.8No;5),;- • > · · .. 
Bob Jordan ~on,duct IJ: ~illpJ.ng~.w:~tkshpp as part 

e's ttipto a:osill:a in'Pei:4tnJier ~992' · ·. 
~..: ;; . . .. ''· ·'"• , . .. ,,, ·--· - - . ". ', . ' . .. ., 

~ ·;ti,6t''been 'lnclusive. 1 P~~haps t',Vo examples. of 
• rs will~.~tye to illustrai:e. thnvhole. Harry .. 
•sp~tit· rutjef;&ears'in .WtSal\<act~r·and neiiro)i. 

· a~i$er.~(/\El·Salvador Airboi;lle, military · 
ptoj~¢~8';,~§111p~n~ traine:r;:fot El' $,alvador Air 

·. advfser t'@':;~lSalvador@Atrbonie S~2, Ibili,:. 
£.!ttY a . . . .. ·.·: .• ... 1tlvaddran AlFForce S-2,,,dtllitary se'Curity advis
er for :tia(e 's~9ijfity iJLilopango and Cotl1'!iJapa Air Bases in El 

• Salvadot, if. !IaiAfng nilssioiis w1th.~H~ Contras (one of which 
Wl\sin;Nic . ·· · ... ·· ·· · . , . . · 

. r~ftivolvaj.,;in :Vario~ as}1ects of training both as 
fil •. E!Ad;~~ifl vJi>Nnteer, A gqp~·:tase .in point is Rob 

~M~tt: Flaherty 
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Say 
Goodbye, 
Comrade 

Jaws 
SOFBreaks Bread With The KGB 

Editor '.s note: this feature first appeared 
in the April '83 issue of Soldier Of Fortune 
magazine. 

The pallid wire-service reporter next to 
me at the bar of the Foreign Correspondents 
Club of Thailand, in Bangkok, whispered 
tlu-ough the foam of his Amarit beer, "The 
KGB's here." He rolled his eyes toward the 
crowded FCC bar behind him. 

by Jim Coyne 
"You mean TASS?" I named the Soviet 

"news" agency synonymous with spyi ng. 
"No," he repeated, " the KGB ." His eyes 
darted around as he spoke. "Hirn. The big 
smiling guy with the beer." 

The "big smiling with the beer" noticed 
my curiosity immediately. What the hell , I 
thought; I raised my glass as a toast. Wise 
men learn much from their enemies," 

70 

Aristophanes said, and "Stubbsy," my old 
high-school football coach , once sa id , 
"Don't tie your shoelaces during the kick
off." Both statements seemed odd ly appro
priate now. 

The burly man, in hi s late 30s or early 
40s, genially returned my gesture, but hi s 
eyebrows arched with consternati on as he 
sipped and studied the situation. It was 
u.nique, even for Bangkok. 

Robert K. Brown, Editor and Pub lisher, 
of Soldier Of Fortune magazine, sat at a 
dais with two panelists in a room crowded 
with journalists. The panel was going to dis
cuss the issue of "cheque-book journalism." 

Brown was all for it. What he didn ' t like 
was hypocrisy and incompetence. There 's 
nothing wrong with paying fo r information , 
he reasoned, but one need not go about it 
like a drunken sai lor. American televi sion 
networks and others with megabuck bud
gets to spend have muddied the water with 

checkbook journalism on a number of sen
sitive and important stories: The "money 
talks, bullshit walks" school of journalism. 
The consequences are dangerously 
unpredictab le to serious investigations 
regarding the continued existence of 
American prisoners of war in Southeast 
Asia, and the use of chemical and biological 
weapons by Vietnam or the Soviet Union. 
Brown was mad. 

I assumed that was why the big guy with 
the beer was present. Word of this 
Wednesday night fight had been on the 
street for weeks. 

"SOF is going to be here," I heard an 
Iri sh journalist near me say. 

I looked over my shoulder as the big guy 
drained his beer. I told the bartender to buy 
him another one. Why not, I thought. 

The panel discussion flared up. Brown 
and Alan Dawson, another panel pa.iticipant 
a.i1d author of the book 55 Days: The Fall of 
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Vietnam, verbally eliminated some wimp 
paneli st billed as "a form er State 
Department spokesman ." No contest. Bored, 
I looked around the room for some action. 

The big guy was buying me a beer. 
" Anatoly Korolev, Soviet Embassy," he 

said, and offered his hand. His grip was firm 
and friendly. "Jim Coyne," I said , "Soldier 
Of Fortune magazine; no doubt you've 
heard of us." 

He laughed. "Of course. I've read your 
magazine, but it's very difficult to get." We 
both laughed. 

"What brings you to Bangkok?" he 
asked me. 

"Chemical and biological warfare viol a
tions by Vietnam and the Soviet Union," I 
replied with a smile. 

Oh, that," he said, and shrugged. "We' re 
not using any of that stuff." 

His voice contained no trace of an 
accent. He spoke and understood English 
perfectly, even the idioms. 

"I wouldn ' t expect you to confide in me 
if you were," I said. 

The panel discussion degenerated into 
a join t attac k by both the panel and the 
audience on the "former State Depart
ment spokes man, who was reduced to 
incoherence. 

Anatoly said, "We should have lunch 
sometime," then wrote his name, telephone 
number and address on a cocktail napkin. I 
hesitated, but gave him my telephone num
ber in return . I noticed his address was only 
four blocks from SO F's apartment. 

"I don' t often have the opportunity to 
meet Russians socially," I said. 

"You should," he answered. "It's impor
tant to understand both sides of the issue. 
Perhaps next week." 

My mind went into neutral. 
Brown and I were scheduled to leave for 

Pakis tan, possibly even Afghanistan , the 
next day. We had told no one. "We' re going 
to Aranyaprathet," I said, quickly naming 
the Thai-Kampuchean border town 200 
kilometers eas t of Bangkok. "I'll call you 
when I get back." 

"Fine," he said, preparing to leave. 
"What exactly do you do at the Soviet 

Embassy, Anatoly?" I asked . I expected 
some sort of "cultural attache" smoke 
screen. "I'm chief of the Political Section," 
he answered and smiled. He offered his 
hand again . "Until then." 

Chief of the Political Section? I thought, 
as we shook hands. That makes him at least 
a colonel. Why did I give this guy my phone 
number? He wasn' t worried about blow ing 
hi cover, that was certain. 

Bob Brown was happy. The panel dis
cussion was over, and it had been, in hi s 
own words, "Another small , humble victory 

over the forces of darkness and tyranny." 
"Who was that?" Brown asked , as 

Anatoly excused himself and walked away. 
"Chief of the Political Section at the 

Soviet Embassy," I said, dryly. 
"No shit? KGB! " Brown beamed. "What 

did he want?" 
"He wants to have lunch next week," I 

said. Brown looked at me as if I were Kim 
Philby, the British intelligence agent who 
defected to the Soviet Union in the 60s. 

"Fuck a bunch of Russians," Brown 
repli ed, and walked off to the bar. 

I thought that was the last of it. 
Brown and I boarded a JAL fli ght from 

Bangkok to Paki stan the next morning, and 
were in Karachi by noon. Crows circled like 
predatory hawks above the port of 
Pakistan's southernmost city, wheeling and 
cawing endlessly above the noise and dust. 
ln one week we woul d be far north , in 
action inside Afghanistan. The memory of 
Anatoly in Bangkok faded, replaced by 
clearer, more immediate clangers (see "SOF 
Inside Afghanistan," SOF Nov. '82). 

Weeks later exhausted after, two sharp 
skirmishes inside Afghani stan, and clays in 
the sun along Pakistan's rugged Northwest 

beer. "Been in Afghani stan , saw some 
Russians." 

"Oh," he said, and changed channels on 
the television set. Benny Hill flickered on. 

"Bob," I said, "the KGB guy's been ask
ing fo r me." 

Brown spat Skoal into a bar glass . "Fuck 
' im. Tell ' im that we were in Afghanistan ." 

Robert Moberg seemed to stoop low as 
he ambled through the door into the crowd
ed bar. "Mo" flew anything the U.S. gov
ernment would give him fo r more than nine 
years, based out of the American Embassy 
in Bangkok. Before that he fl ew for the U.S. 
Army for many years in Vietnam. He wore 
a U.S. Special Forces Decade lapel pin on 
hi s western-cut jacket. He sort of looked 
like McCloud, only nastier. He spoke wi th 
the low whisky drawl known only to south
erners and army aviators. "I am," he often 
said humbly, "a legend among my peers." 

Moberg commanded the 28 l st Aviation 
Company (AML/AHC) in Vietnam from 
1966 to 1967. Twenty-five helicopters 
known only to me as radio call igns: 
"Intruders" for the slicks, and "Wolfpack" 
for the gunship platoon . They were always 
in the shit. I hadn' t even known that there 

"Who was that?" Brown asked, as Anatoly excused himself and walked away. 
"Chief of the Political Section at the Soviet Embassy, " I said, dryly. 
"No shit? KGB!" Brown beamed. "What did he want?" 
"He wants to have lunch next week." 

Frontier Province, Brown and I returned to 
Bangkok. 

We headed straight fo r the Grand Prix, a 
favo rite watering hole in Bangkok's notori
ous Patpong District. Any num ber of itiner
ant journalists , may be found there on a 
given night hard at work on perverse, often 
strange, subjects. 

The Grand Prix serves the purpose of a 
fo reign correspondents club in Bangkok fa r 
better than the official one. "If they' re not in 
here," one old-timer, told me, mesmerized 
by the music and the dance, "they' re dead. " 

"Don ' t come here," a dancer flirted, 
"unless you want to have fun ." 

Rick Menard, the American owner of the 
Grand Pri x for more than 16 years, said to 
me, "Anatoly's been asking about you." I 
choked on my drink. 

l had not been in-country 48 hours. 
"He comes in here?" I asked, surprised. 

"What did he want?" 
"I don ' t know," said Menard. "What 

have you been up to?" 
"Same old thing," I said, and drained my 

was a name for Delta Project then. 
I fast heard of Moberg in 1966, when the 

gunship I was gunner on was dispatched 
south along with one other ship to assist the 
5th Special Forces in Nha Trang. Two 
"Shark" gunships from the 174th Aviation 
Company (AML/AHC). Temporary duty 
(TDY) in Nha Trang: Nothing could be fi ner. 

We flew some of the hairiest missions of 
the war dLU"ing the day, and were often 
parked in Nha Trang by nightfall. Nha 
Trang was most beautiful from the ai r at 
dawn, when it sparkled in the rising sun, a 
jewel set in the crescent bay of the blue 
South China Sea. 

"Jackie," a local lady with whom I was 
deeply and profoundly in lust, was also the 
most beautiful girl in Nha Trang, maybe 
even Vietnam. Playboy eventually pho
tographed her for one of their "Girls of 
Vietnam" stories . 

One night Jackie told me she was "dat
ing the commanding general of the airbase." 
I couldn't believe it. Jackie was the best
Jooking rail in the entire country. I never 

NOVEMBER 2000 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE · 25th Anniversary Issue 71 



had it so good - and I was only a Sp/4. 
I never had the chance to find out more; 

I TDYed to "Gang Bang Fuk" somewhere in 
the Centra l Highlands with the 174th . The 
war got worse; Jackie and I lost touch. I left 
fo r good in December 1967. 

Fifteen years later, Moberg and I shared 
a beer while he waited for a fl ight to 
Bangkok. I to ld him Jackie's story and men
tioned her real Vietnamese name as we sat 
in the quiet air terminal at Chiang Mai. 
"You son of a bitch," he said. "It was you! I 
told her I was a goddamn general! " 

"Mo" works fo r United Oilfie ld 
Rentals/United Oil and Gas Services in 
Sinagpore now. Thousands of drilling plat
forms dot the swface of the Gul f of Siam. 
Times are good fo r the off-shore oil business . 

He knew all the players as well as any
one in Southeast Asia, I reasoned. 

"Mo," I said now, over the bar noise at 
the Grand Prix, "the KGB wants to see me." 

"Fuck the KGB," he said. He rai sed his 

"Good," he said. "One o'clock." He 
hung up. 

"Brown get up! " I yell ed. "The KGB 
wants to meet us!" 1 heard fumblin g move
ment from the other room. 

"The KGB 's awake!" I yelled. "We' re 
burning daylight!" 

Brown's door opened a crack. "What are 
you talking about?" he growled. "It's not 
even eight o' clock!" 

"Anatoly just ca lled," I said . "Guess 
who's coming to lunch? 

"Who's Anatoly?" Brown asked. 
"The KGB guy," I replied. 
" Fuck 'em, I'm not ta lking to any 

Russians." He slammed the door. 
"I' m not going alone," I said. "It's just 

not clone. Besides, I told him we were in 
Afghanistan." Brown's door swung open. 
"Let's go meet him and get it over with, or 
he' ll just keep calling. Let's see what he 's 
up to," I reasoned. 

"OK," Brown asserted, "but I' m not 

Anatoty was good. He spoke with warmth and conviction. 
His manner was charming and informal, and he lied through his teeth. 
No aparatchik here. This guy could be a cubmaster in the Bronx. 

glass, "Here 's to Jackie." 
We closed the bar. Outside the evening 

di ssolved into the silver-misted dawn of 
Bangkok. 

The telephone rang and I blinked awake 
in the bright morning light. "Hello," J said 
groggily. 

"Jim , thi s is Anatoly, remember? I 've 
been try ing to reac h you. Wh ere have 
yo u been?" 

I was wide awake wi th a jagged pa.in 
between my temples. "Oh, well , actuall y, 
Anatoly, I've been in Afghanistan." 

There was a brief pause on the other end 
of the phone. 

"I thought you said you were going to 
Aranayaprathet?" 

"Something came up ," said. 
"Apparentl y the Soviet Uni on in vaded 
Afghanistan a few years ago. Maybe you 
remember reading something about it in the 
papers?' 

I could hear him laugh on the odier end 
of the phone. 

"How about lunch at one o 'clock, the 
Narai Coffeeship, Sukhumvit Road, Soi 56?" 

·"Sure," I said , as I massaged my eyes. 
"Why not." 

shaking bi s hand." 
After breakfas t, we di scussed our strate

gy. "I don ' t want to go," Brown stated. 
"Why don' t you go alone?" 

"I want a witness," I said . 
Even if you told him everything, he' d 

never be li eve you," Brown joked. We 
decided to walk to the Narai Coffeeship, a 
decay ing tourist- rate hotel and guesthouse 
nearby. 

At lunch hour the place was deserted. 
Inside, it was as cold and quiet as a morgue, 
chilled by some mammoth, hidden air con
ditioner. None of the waitresses spoke 
English. 

Brown sat down next to me in a rear 
booth. 'T m not sitting next to him," he said. 
We sat together in the rear boodi , fac ing die 
door. I wasn' t sure I could remember what 
Anatoly looked like. I ordered two Bloody 
Marys. 

At precisely 1330, Anatoly walked 
through the door alone. He hes itated while 
hi s eyes adjusted to the dark interi or of the 
coffeeship . In a few moments he spotted 
me and walked toward our booth ; Brown 
and I stood. Anatoly and I shook hands 
wordlessly; there was a measure of uncer-

tainty in hi s manner. I believe he thought I 
would be alone. 

"Thi s is Robert Brown , E ditor and 
Pu blisher of Soldier Of Fortune magazine," 
I said. "Bob, thi s is Anatoly Korolev from 
the Soviet Embassy." Anatoly extended his 
hand , and after a moment 's hesita ti on 
Brown shook it. A minor reduction in ten
sion fo llowed. We all sat down. 

The awkward pause was interrupted by 
the arrival of our drinks. 

"So," Anato ly began , "I understand 
you' ve been in Afghanistan?" 

"Yeah," I said. "We just got back." 
"Well ," he laughed, where were you? 

What did you see?" 
"We were in the countryside with the 

guerrill as," I repli ed. "We watched a T-62 
get hit. A couple of mortar attacks. A couple 
of doomed outposts of the Kremlin ." 

He shrugged. "What could we do? We 
were invited there to help the government 
put down an insurrection." 

We all laughed; it was too absurd. I imi
tated a pistol with my thumb and index fin
ger. "I can ' invite ' anyone this way," I said . 

"Afghani stan is not my area of special
ty," he said, and frowned. 

"How long have you been in Bangkok, 
Anatoly?" Brown asked in an attempt at 
ci vility. 

"Oh, for a few years now," he said. 
"Before that in other areas of Asia." He 
smiled. 

"It must be difficult to go back to 
Moscow after Bangkok," I said, unable to 
imagine the contrasts. 

"Not at all ," he laughed. "I just get on an 
airplane. You should come to the Soviet 
Uni on," he joked, "see fo r yourself. " 

"l don't think I would be welcome 
there," I said . "I doubt if I would be free to 
wander around." 

"Well ," he answered, "every country has 
its restrictions." 

1 let it drop. That's not what we were 
there to discuss . I was not planning a tour of 
the Soviet Un.ion . 

"Why did you want to meet with us, 
Anatoly?" Brown cut straight to the heart of 
the matter. 

"Well , I was .. . curious. I wanted to see 
what Soldier Of Fortune was really like -
I'm here fo r the same reasons you 're here," 
he said. "You know. " 

He relaxed and leaned back confi dently 
into die booth and ordered a beer. I noticed a 
small , wiry Thai man with sunglasses sit 
clown in the booth behind Anatoly, facing us. 

It was Anatoly 's treat: We ordered lunch 
on the Soviet Union. Brown ordered white 
wine on ice, and the most ex pensive 
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seafood entry. I did the same. We settled in 
for out tete-a-tete with the KGB. The game 
was about to become interesting. 

"What are you going to do when some
one, somewhere, holds up one of your 
checmical and bioloical rockets, and says, 
'Here it is' ?" I asked. "What about the fla
grant CBW attackes by the Vietnamese in 
Laos and Kampuchea, assisted by the 
Soviet Union?" He didn ' t even register a 
hit. I could see he was used to fi elding the 
CBS issue. "Oh, Jim, really," he said. "we 
could never do anything like that. The con
sequences would be too, how shall I put it, 
expensive for us. We stand to lose too much. 
This material you have mentioned, it is 
extremely dangerous. We cannot allow it to 
be given to anyone; especially not the 
Vietnamese. Why should we? No one wi ll 
produce such a rocket, or evidence, because 
there is none." His assertion was cordia l. 

He was good. He spoke with warmth 
and conviction. Hi s manner was charming 
and informal , and he lied through his teeth . 
No aparatchik here. Thi s guy could be a 
cubmaster in the Bronx. 

"Well, Anatoly," I said, " it' s on ly a mat
ter of time." 

"What do you mean?" he asked. 
"Communi sm is dead," I said . 

"Fini shed." 
I went to the core of the matter, where [ 

hoped he was vulnerable. "Marxism is a 
joke, Anatoly," I said. "Russia itself is a 
contradiction of the 'workers ' paradise. ' If 
Marxism were paradise, workers wouldn ' t 
be in the streets of Warsaw. If it were a par
adise why would anyone want to leave?" 

I warmed-up, prepared for a time-on-tar
get multi-battery barrage. "Your 'cli ent 
states,' such as Poland, Cuba, Angola, 
Nicaragua, Laos and Vietnam, are literally on 
the edge of bankruptcy. The false economic 
and ideological principles upon which your 
nation is based might best serve a models of 
1nismanagement." Anatoly lit a cigarette. 

"Furthermore," I co ntinued, " the 
anachronisms of Marx no longer appeal to 
the unaligned people of the Third World. 
They are now well aware of the internal and 
external conditi ons imposed by the accep
tance of the 'Gospel According to Moscow.' 
They need only take a look at the condition 
of your 'clients.' The ideal of ' sovieti sm' is 
a fraud. It's all over," I concluded. "I hope 
Brezhnev has a sense of humor." 

I was certain I had scored some hi ts, but 
Anatoly registered 1.io surface damage. 

The Thai ma n behind Anatoly 
laughed to himself and played with his 
ice-c rea m sund ae: We ' d crossed into 
weird territory aga in. 

"Jim, you needn ' t take thi s all so person
all y," Anatoly said, and lightl y tapped my 
knee. '1 wouldn ' t want to have you an-ested 
for anti-soviet acts." His humor was forced. 

"We' re in Thailand, Anatoly, remember? 
Not Kabul , or Moscow,'' l replied. 

"We' ve just come from Afghanistan, 
Anatoly," Brown said, and spat Skoal into 
an ashtray. "You ' re in deep shit. Excuse 
me." He wandered off in search of the 
men's room. 

"Changing tapes?" Anato ly laughed as 
Brown disappeared. 

"What?" I asked. 
"We joke," ' he 's changi ng tapes' ," he 

repeated, pointing to the men's room. 
"Oh," I said. 
I sort of liked Anatoly, but I waited for 

the feeling to pass. Thi s was not softball. 
As Brown returned , I sensed the meeting 
was over. 

"Well ," Brown said, standing over the 
table, "thanks fo r the lunch. I have an 

assist you in the ways you' ve mentioned. If 
you are serious about defecting to the 
United States, however, I suggest you con
tact so-and-so at the State Department for 
further information , etc. etc.' He's probably 
picking potatoes in a windy field in Poland 
somewhere." 

The taxi banged over the curb in front of 
our apartment building. 

'T m going to the American Embassy," 
Brown said. "You want to come along?" 

"No, thanks," I answered, and got out of 
the cab . "See you by the pool when you get 
back. I've had enough spooks for one day." 

The cab lurched away into the traffic , 
toward the American Embassy. On the same 
tree- lined boulevard as the U.S. Compound, 
the red and gold Vietnamese flag hung 
limply above the si lent, shuttered Embassy 
of the Democratic Republic of Vietnam, 
submerged in the shade of the tall whi te 
Imperi al Hotel. 

"Communi sts," someone once told me, 

'~im, you needn't take this all so personally, 11 Anatoly said, tapping my knee. 
"I wouldn't want you arrested tor anti-soviet acts. 11 His humor was forced. 
"We're in Thailand, Anatoly, remember? Not Kabul, or Moscow, 11 I replied. 

appointment in one hour." Anatoly and I 
abruptly rose. 

"Airntoly," I said, and shook his hand, 
"don' t let them send you to Afghani stan." 

"Never," he laughed, "unless you print 
thi s story." 

We stepped from the cold, quiet dark
ness of the coffeeshop into the hot, bright 
afternoon of Bangkok's busie t, noisies t 
street. Brown and I fl agged down a taxi, 
then crammed inside. I to ld the driver to 
make a U-turn and lao-lao out of there. He 
cornered the cab on two wheels. We 
careened through traffic back the way we 
had come. 

"Did I ever tell you about the time I 
' helped ' some Bulgari an diplomat 'defect ' 
fro m hi s consulate in Chicago?" Brown 
asked. He smiled out the window, braced in 
the back seat of the cab. Faces flashed by on 
a motorcycle. 

"No," I said. 
Brown laughed. "Some bozo under-sec

retary of the Bulgarian consulate in Chicago 
wri tes me a letter, on their stationery, 
requesting all these technical weapons man
uals, right? Well , I wrote back and thanked 
him for this letter, ' but,' I said, 'I cannot 

"are peop.le who have nothing, and are 
eager to share it with you." 

As I floated on my back in the cool 
water of the pool, I heard a faint yell. I 
looked up. Brown loomed above me, sil
houetted by the blue sky and whi te clouds. 
He looked agitated. 

"W hat?" I said , pulling my head 
above water. 

"Listen to this!" Brown bellowed. He 
was getting ready for hi s daily afternoon run 
through the a lleys of suburban Bangkok. "I 
was at the E mbassy, right? Someone made a 
crack about Anatoly Korolev, as ai1 aside. I 
said , 'Who 's thi s Anatoly Korolev?' They 
didn ' t want to te ll me. Finall y, one guy 
warned me never to go near him. He 
wouldn ' t tell me who Korolev was, only 
that he was ' brilliant. The Kiss of Death. 
Maybe one of the few men authorized to use 
the big sleep as a bargaining chip. "' Brown 
laughed. "He told me I was probably being 
watched, only I'd never know it. It was per
fect. " He laughed again, then jogged off 
into the streets of Bangkok, a happy man. 

Jim Coyne now spends his days gain ' 
fl.shin '. Y( 
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SOF, Bill Young, POWs And A World-Class Con 

1981, Bob Brown was flashed 
an unofficial green li ght by 
Admiral Alan Paulson , the late 

courageous Deputy Director of Defense 
Inte lligence Agency, to pursue the hunt for 
American POWs in Laos . 

In a previous arti cle, "Liberty City" (SOF, 
August '85), I detailed events culminating with 
the es tabli shment of FOB 8 l , a virtual A-camp 
minus the claymores and concertina, inside 
communist Laos. Far from being a sy mbolic 
gesture toward public izing the POW/MIA issue 
or ink-generating Ho ll ywoodese hype for 
Soldier Of Fortune, the outpost, constructed 
under the on-site supervision of former U.S. 
Army Spec ial Forces personnel , was a bona 
fid e launch site for a pl anned armed foray to 
Muong Sa i, where inte lligence SOF had gath
ered suggested that between 18 and 22 
American POWs were incarcerated. 

Over the next severa l years, more than 
$350,000 (in today 's currency) was expended 
from SOF coffers to fund this - and other -
POW/MIA related proj ects, hardly the least of 
whi ch was support of Laotian revolutionary 
movements in exchange for a hoped-for recov
ery of American pri soners. Of thi s, over 
$70,000 was doled out to one William Young, 
ex-CIA, or so we were told. 

Before beginning construction of "Liberty 
City," Fred Zabitosky, Medal of Honor reci pient 
and fr iend of Senator Jesse Helms; SOF corre
spondent Jim Coyne and myself had been 
on-hold for several weeks at Bangkok's Nana 
Hotel awaiting back-channel clearances to get 
our armed reconnai ssance off square-one. Once 
" Mr. Lieng," a Thai Border Security operative 
and li aison to host country intelligence, was 
dropped in our laps we set about tackling the 
logistical cobweb of feeding, clothing, equip
ping and train.ing upwards of90 "enlistees" who 

had drifted into the campsite. 
To ou r chagrin the Laotian grapevine con

tinued full-bore and more troops trickled in 
weekly. Om dead-time in Bangkok had led to 
the spreading of many rumors and dramatically 
rising expectations on the parts of the indige
nous irregulars (who just knew we were Cl A). 
This belief prevailed as the weeks wore on, 
especially during Brown 's arduous late-sum
mer trek up to review the troops and inspect the 
A-camp hi s money had bought. His "Honest, 
guys, we' re not CIA!" bit was met with repeat
ed smirks and winks among the gung-ho inclig. 
Try as we did I doubt we ever convinced the 
true believers that ours was but a private oper
ation totally unanointecl by Uncle Sam. 

With an able assist from the "old boy" net in 
Bangkok and up-country, materiel was finally 
procured and OKs passed clown the line fo r the 
supplies to be humped into Laos. "Liberty City" 
was, of necessity, constructed directly across the 
Mekong River from elements of a Vietnamese 
battalion. Planning for a worst-case scenario (i.e. 
airst:rike), bunkers were hast ily dug and explo
rations made of a nearby cave complex. 

Our fin al option, a wi ld dash back into 
Thailand for a quick lawyer-up prior to being 
snagged by hostile Thai and American authori
ties , loomed as a bottom-of the-scale alterna
tive: Envis ion vastly outnumbered Thai border 
security forces and their Kuomintang Chinese 
irregulars trading fire with totally pissed-off 
Vietnamese/Pathet Lao chasing after "Round
Eye" sca lps. The initi ation of probabl e 
large-scale hostilities between two Southeast 
Asian nations would assure our names memo
ri alized atop the American Embassy's shitli st 
- spilt blood (likely ours) - tall time in some 
dank Thai or Viet slam , or a few seconds 
agai nst a cold concrete wall. 

Bob Brown, forever cognizant of the dicey 

by Tom Reisinger 
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downside, had, weeks prior, pondered our 
collec tive futures for a moment (less, actu
ally) smiled, then fi red-off, "Fuck yeah , 
con tinue to march. Build the goddamn 
camp. I'll fi nance it myself. " Enough said. 

A hu1Tied overseas call to then-SOF 
Managing Editor, Jim Graves, got the ball 
ro lling and I picked up nearly $ 18k in 
greenbacks in a Bangkok bank afte r a 
72-hour request turnaround. 

from Tiny Seeds Mighty Scams Grow 
T he seeds of Brown's and SOF 's 

in volvement were sown months before, in 
February 198 I , with the pu llout fro m retired 
Colonel Bo Gritz's "Operation Ve lvet 
Hammer" of fo rmer Gritz loyali sts Medal of 
Honor recipi ent Fred Zabitosky, retired SF 
Captain Jim Monaghan (with fo ur Nam 
tour · and a beretfu l of decorations) and Earl 
Bleacher, retired Son Tay Raider. 

Th is fo rmidable trio, perturbed at not 
seeing a shred of ev idence on the presence 
of Americans at Gritz 's target, Nhom 
marath, Laos, told the oft-decorated Lt. Col. 
to perform a long piss up a short rope, bid 
adieu to his "Florida Follies" and cast its lot 
with Bob Brown. 

"Shao Sonanee'· and "Nha Songkham" 
had been warned under penalty of death to 
steer c lear of thefarangs (foreigners) so thus 
were not privy to names or additional data. 

Bob 's devo ti on to America n MIA s 
resulted in a heavy fi nancial drain which 
affects Soldier Of Fortune to thi s day. 

Particularly at first, there was much flag 
wav ing and emoti onal ranting fro m several 
quarters relati ve to kick ing-in sizable bucks 
to ass ist Brown: Oval Office aspirant H. 
Ross Perot comes immediately to mind. 

After agreeing to take a look at Brown 's 
information and maki ng overtu res of offers 
of generous support , the eager 
Editor/Publi sher and two com panions, at 
SOF's expense, hopped a fl ight to Dallas 
believing they would be ushered into 
Perot 's presence. Instead, they were shunted 
off to Perot's Number Two who 
matter-of-fac tl y to ld them that without 
"concrete ev idence" Mr. Perot would not be 
endorsing any checks. 

Why the "concrete ev idence" require
ment was not tabled before the wasted Dallas 
visit, we can only surmi se. The bottom line, 
though, was that the princely sum of zero 
dollars was forthcoming, from anywhere, to 

ass ist Bob Brown in hi s ri sky undertaki ng. 
During the fo ll owing months, fi ve of us 

slogged our way up the eerie, cloud-caped 
mounta ins of northern Laos. pass ing through 
Kuomintang Chinese stron gholds amid 
late-night thunderstorms - locales where 
white faces just weren' t seen: Brown, 
Zabitosky, Coyne, myself and one other: A 
gung- ho - if off-center - loner and 
self-styled soldier-for-hire, Mingo Apple
gate, a hothead who later crashed a fiower 
vase agai nst Zab's skull during a brawl at 
our Chiang Rai homestead. 

"Okay," you ask, "after a ll the hass les, 
after all the expenditures o f time and 
money, and after a ll the ri sks, where 's your 
proof that Ameri cans were - or are - held 
at Muong Sai?" 

M y response? "Ask the CIA." Fred 
Zab itosky swore that an agent and po ly
graph tech. were dispatched from Langley 
to interrogate our pair of Lao eyewitnesses 
(who swore on the soul s of the ir mothers 
that they saw fo ur Americans at Muong Sai) 
- men who sought not a dime. 

Their reports checked-out positi ve with 
no deception. 

Why, then, was noth ing done? Or was 
something done? After nearly 20 

_g years, we continue to wonder. 
~ Nearly 570 Americans were then 

MIA in Laos (j ust nine were returned 
in 1973). Hundreds, thus, remained 
unaccounted fo r. 

The Senate Se lect Committee 
seemed all too eager to write-off these 
men by aying, "Since we can' t locate 
'em., they must've all been snuffed by 
irate vi llagers. Oh, well." 

Coupled with the as tute ship
jumping of Monaghan, el al. was the 
arrival in Boulder, Colorado, of Lao 
res istance honcho General Vang Pao 
whom, in Brown's den, dangled the 
enticing offer to hand over to SOF 17 
sets of American remains in exchange 
for a sample of " Ye ll.ow Rain," the 
mysterious airborne toxin which was 
being unleashed by the Vietnamese to 
dec imate Vang's people .in highl and 
Laos. The courageous H ' mong, who 
had paid a heavy toll fo r their unceas
ing loyalty and support of the United 
States and, Like our Cambodian and 
South Vi etnamese allies, had been 
unceremoniously shitcanned by yel
low-spined American policymakers. 

Vang Pao hankered to ex pose 
Vietnamese use of thi s deadly sub
stance to that august body of justice, 

Photo taken in SOF's Sukhumvit Road apartment, summer 
1982. (from right) Bill Young, Bob Brown, "Col." Bounleut 
and "Sam." 

(Editor 's note: SOF did, in fact , 
obtain a "Yellow Rain" sample wh ich 
was brought to CONUS in a toothpaste 
tube, then turned over to Am erican 
officials. Jim Coyne later testified 
about thi s sampl e before a 
Congress ional Committee. We' re sti ll 
awaiting General Vang Pao 's promised 
set of 17 American remains.) 

the Un ited Nations, which would presum
ab ly stick the dagger of world opinion into 
the communist hearts of the thugs from 
Hanoi , and their Moscow supporter . 

A concludi ng little demand, though, in 
addition to the aforesaid "Yellow Rain," 
sent Brown and the rest of us reeli ng: How 
about Bob Brown arming and equipping a 
group of Vang Pao's men .. . say, maybe a 
fucking batta lion? What a good idea. 

Brown, ever res ilient, abruptly ceased 
ro lling his eyes then serious ly considered 
the Genera l's offer; hi s mind no doubt con
juring up heady scenarios of SOF teams 
firmly entrenched in Laotian soil with ready 
access to POW lockups. 

Brown tossed the dice - mostly on-spec 
- propped up solely by a feeling of per
sonal duty and the seemingly cred ibl e 
accounts by two straightforward Laotians, 
each of whom claimed to have seen gringos 
whi le breaking rocks at a small prison at 
Muong Sai, Laos. 
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Back To July 1981 - Chiang Hai, Thailand 
Ensconced In a form er D.E.A. safehouse 

(unknowingly e lected by us as our safe
house) during that eventful summer, Fred 
Zabitosky and myself confro nted a myri ad 
of heavy problems, numero uno being a 
nasty new ly-received rumor via our Lao 
inte ll net th at a Thai narcot ics kingp in had 
selected two specific heads to ro ll : Those 
attached to the fara ngs residing in the 
manse on Utrak it Road (i.e. us !) whom he 
fi ngered as being new sheri ffs in town. 

With roving correspondent Jim Coyne 
down in Bangkok pol ishing articles, and Bob 
Brown shuttling between CONUS, South 
America, Thailand and the Republic of South 
Africa, dabbling in big game stalking and 
doing the " Lord's work" for nary a Rand, 
Zab and I sought to defuse the situation. 

All in our net were adv ised that probes 
into Thai-Burmese heroin operations did 
not re fl ect our job descriptions and, there
fo re - we res pectfull y requ ested 
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IS~ING 
"Please. Hoist the fucking contract!" 

For several days thereafter, stifling the 
urge to trot down to the Wiang Inn and get 
decisively hammered, we opted to hole-up 
at home, .45s within reach and bodyguards 
in-place. 

A week late r word of our reprieve was 
delivered via messenger to the old front 
door with an oblique apology. 

Apparently, we'd instilled fear of Goel 
into the soul of the poppy-picker who had 
anted-up the bounty. Right. 

Upon our arrival in Chiang Rai , we'd 
determined that playing cloak in dagger 
would only serve to attract undue attention 
from already-suspicious ne ighbors and to 
amuse the local "John Waynes," who even 
now were more than likely keeping tabs on 
the comings-and-goings at our cozy digs, 
since Zab and I often left for several-day 
periods to supervise construction of our 
" village in the clouds," "Liberty City." 
During our time spent in town, over meals 
or while browsing through shops, we let slip 
our cover: Just journal ists in to churn out 
magazine pieces on off-the-beaten-path 
tourisr getaways. 

Brown, cackling from his Boulder 
offices (easy for him) over our brush with 
impending doom, chided, "Hell, you guys 
should be paying me! A lotta people would 
she ll out thousands to be where you are 
right now! Catch ya in a few clays. Out." 

Our precious hides now safe, we refo
cused on our primary mission: infiltrating 
into Laos to the desolate burg of Muong Sai, 
some 160 kilometers distant, where our 
inte ll had placed four Americans only sev
eral months prior. 

As our band of tattered musketeers con
tinued to beef-up defenses and living quar
ters up at "Liberty City," disconcerting 
word arrived that several hundred Yao 
tribesmen from farther north wanted to 
hook-on for rice, beans, and a crack at the 
North Vietnamese. 

Then, came more welcome news of a 
force of some 340 KMT which was offering 
back-up support for ... our offensive into 
Laos! The truth of our situation was ventur
ing as fa r from real ity as one of Bill 
C linton's explanations after being found 
buck-naked on his knees in the Oval Office. 

The KMT commander really wanted to 
get it on with the Viets just across the 
Mekong and thus promised that his guys 
would back us, guns ablazing, should we 
stumble into deep shit and need to beat feet 
toward the nearest friendlies. 

It seemed now that my late-night med
ical housecall to aid one of the comman
der 's ai ling NCOs had not been forgotten. 
So, now into our laps had fa llen hundreds of 
armed allies just in case we should ignite a 
very large war! 

Brown was, at this time, U.S.A.-bouncl, 
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jetting home on the wings of man from a 
Chilean cesspool called Tierra del Fuego. 
Unless we politely squelched the kind offers 
of troops, within 96 hours he'd be fi lling out 
our pink slips. 

Defuse it we did so that upon his touch 
clown at Don Muang three days later, all 
was settled and righteous up north at his pri
vately funded A-camp. 

Enter William Young 
Bi ll Young had been presented to us with 

glowing bona fides by an old DEA hand, 
"Mo Ste inberg." Over drinks in Bob's hote l 
room he tossed out Young's name relative to 
his extensive earlier background in and 
around "The Golden Triangle." His family 
had been missionaries and Bill was known 
to weave tales (presumably true) of precari
ous horseback sojourns for God through 
hell-raising Kuomintang Chinese bastions; 
1949 Burma having been every whit as 
deadly as 1880 Tombstone. The guy had a 
dazzling rep. and it was that reputation -
plus current contacts and expertise - that 
Brown wanted. 

Poor-quality Polaroid shot of initial recon to 
locate suitable location for what became 
"Liberty City." (right) Mingo Appleton, 
Zabitosky's nemesis but an extremely hard 
worker; (second from right) nephew of 
General Vang Pao; (far left) Tom Reisinger. 
(below) So-called Agent # 2, who steadfastly 
claimed to have been incarcerated with 
American POWs at Muong Sai, Laos. 
Zabitosky was told that his polygraph exam -
as well as Agent #1 's - checked out positive. 

After a couple of days in Bangkok, up to 
Chiang Rai we went where Brown and 
Young were to meet and, with the rest of us, 
kick around some ideas. Since we'd never 
laid eyes on him, we didn ' t know whether to 
expect a swashbuckling plant sent our way 
from "Spook Central" - or a burnout 
who'd bang the table as he embellished war 
stories or bitch about how the world had 
screwed him around. 

Bill , looking more a university professor 
than a renowned Communist-hater, climbed 
out of his late-model pick-up accompanied 
by his sweet and attracti ve g irlfriend, 
"Lek." We repaired to the living room for 
cocktails and immediately hi t it off. B ill , 
now a non-drinker, j oined Lek in a Coke. 
Years earlier in Laos, Young confessed, 
he'd had a run-in over something or other 
with his CIA superior, a well-known back
stabber ever eager to bolster his career. Bill, 
well into his cups, paid the SOB a visit, 
thoroughly kicked his ass and was thus told, 
"You' ll never work in this town again," 
before be ing whisked off to Washington, 
D.C. fo r "further training." 

Specul ation had it that from 1967 
j onward, he went freelance, picking up inves-
15 tigative assignments or other types of work 
~ whenever he could. He must have fared 
J: rather well since we heard not one disparag-

ing word about him. His low-key and very 
polite manner put off few, save for Zab, who 
considered anyone who didn 't take a drink 
or light-up had two strikes against them. 

Talk continued into the wee hours 
regarding our plan to photo recon Muong 
Sai after firming up guidelines for future 
recruitment and training of our "Liberty 
City" contingent. Our major worry was the 
initiation of armed hostili ties between 
Thailand and Laos, thereby dragging 
Vietnam into the fray. It was Brown's 
"Super Bowl" and he wanted a tight disci
plined unit with no Rambos getting creative 
and slipping across the Mekong to settle 
personal scores. 

Young pondered our overall project: A 
site recon to Muong Sai , wi th 30 indig 
accompanied by Brown , Zab, myself, 
Coyne and Mingo. If we could confirm 
American POWs then, we assumed, some 
heavy cash and favors could be called in to 
finance a snatch op. 

Bill concurred the plan had merit and 
was especially intrigued by the pan-tribal 
coalition Zab had instigated, repeatedly 
stating that it could provide cl iviclencls in 
other areas at some future date. (A gold star 
for Zab and futu re residuals for Young.) 

In addition to acti ng as nati ve-speaking 
liaison between us and our Laotian volun
teers, Young proposed serving as intermedi
ary between SOF and the powers that be, 
Thai and American, clown in Bangkok. The 
U.S. Embassy, we suspected, had been duly 
alerted that Brown was in country and up to 
some shady doings in Chiang Rai and parts 
north. While given assurances that all was 
"no sweat," we hadn' t as yet been flashed 
the unofficia l green light to press on with 
our planned recon. 
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However, our always-efficient Mr. 
Dieng had expertly secured road clearances 
enabling free-access to and from our 
"Liberty City" training site for transport of 
non-lethal materiel. 

Loving what he'd seen of Bill , Brown 
ordered him put on the SOF payroll . Fluent in 
four nrnthern dialects (Meo, Lu, Lao and 
Lahu) as well as Thai, Young seemed to be the 
linchpin to cement the diverse (and oft-times 
wru-ring) elements of our newly formed Lao 
"conglomerate" and dispatch them quickly 
down the road to Muong Sai. 

Zab, via sources be kept to himself, had 
formulated the theory that Muong Sai pri son 
might hold a missing Air America crew -
downed by hosti le fire on 27 Dec 7 l - for 
which the CIA had offered 2kg of gold per 
man. Whether Roy Town ley, George Ritter, 
Edward Weissenback and non-A.A. pilot 
Clarence Driver or four other U.S.-types 
were held there remained uncertain. What 
was crystal clear was the fact that we faced 
30 very rugged clays in, at least 30 out ... and 
God knew what in between. 

Chinese "Checkers" And Shan Nasties 
Days later, Young dispensed some dis

turbing news: Some at the PRC Embassy, 
said he, were sa li vating over our grow ing 
in-place armed force up at "Liberty City" 
and danced around the idea of joining hands 
to do a major number on the mutua ll y 
despised Vietnamese. 

Confirmation being impossible, we di s
missed it as but the first of Bill 's overdrama
tizations and he never again brought it up. 

Young continued (he said) to grease the 
skids with our Embassy. The offic ials there 
were cordial enough but we had to remem
ber that Bo Gritz and his coterie, back in 
March, had made the news for their 
over-the-border incursion into Laos on a 
POW rescue attempt of their own. During 
the shitstorm which fo llowed, veiled warn
ings were tossed our way: " If you guys LTy 
anything, fo r Chrissakes keep it low-profi le . 
And watch your asses. ' Cause if you get 
grabbed inside Laos, there won't be anyone 
corning to get ya." These words to li ve by 
were later echoed by the Ameri can 
Vice-Consul from Chiang Mai who dropped 
by the house to impart similar big-brotherl y 
advice from on-high. Susp iciously, his visit 
came only days after Bob Brown 's in-depth 
D.C. briefing to the late Admiral Alan 
Pau lson , DIA's Deputy Director, after 
which we were green lightecl to conti nue 
with our search for MIAs . Keeping Young 
on board was seemingly a necessity. 

We' d assumed since entering Thai land 
the CIA had been tracking our movements 
and knew generally what we were planning. 
Since the Gritz debacle Embassy-types 
were a tTi fie testy over independents roam
ing at wi ll over Thai turf with the potential 
of inflicting dip lomatic black-eyes or set
ting off nasty bloodlettings with neighbor
ing dictatorships . 

Untrnined in dip lomatic signal-watching 
we were slow to pick up on gentle hints, but 
Young clued us in: He'd heard, in vented (or 

(left) View toward KMT camp on Thailand-Laos border. Our units passed through this location on 
every trip into Laos, save for one, when an Australian VIP was touring the area. Farangs with 
Laotians would have raised many antennae. (right) H'mong village in Thailand which marked the 
quarter-way point during our treks into Laos. 

had been spoonfed) a vic ious little rumor that 
the Shan National Anny from over Burma 
way was into offing Americans and that any 
gringos venturing north out of Bangkok were 
apt to get themselves whacked. 

Was our Embassy - via Young - say
ing, "We have empathy for your objectives ... 
but don't get careless": translated, "You' re 
on your own, boys. We never knew ya?" 

Zabitosky and I sensed mixed signal s. 
Had the Vice-Consul's visit been to warn us 
off from bringing a POW back or to simply 
alert us to a genuine danger posed by 
anti-American elements? 

As difficult as it was to digest, we were 
advised by several, who shall remain name
less, that there were those in the State 
Department, Pentagon, CIA and DIA who 
didn ' t relish seeing any MIA Americans 
staggering out of the Laotian bush. Whether 
down-the-road dipl omati c maneuvering 
was hi gher priority than locating li ve 
Americans, we hadn ' t the foggiest. But 
something seemed amiss when U.S. c ivil 
ians were attempting to pu ll-off what 
American intelligence agencies and the 
American military should have been permit
ted to carry out years before. 

"A COLONEL OF TRUTH" .. 
For a con to be successfu l it needs an element of truth. Colonel Bounleut Say.cocie, Bill 

Young and thei r majordomo, Sam, tossed in a kernel of truth in the form of an extensive 
position paper designed no doubt to impress and befuclclle, but especially to cause Bob 
Brown to cough up additional monies to get a revolution ro lling. 

The position paper, a 24-page tome dated 25 March l 982, wa& intri guing. (Author 's 
note: For a copy please send $5.00 to SOF; we'll pay the first-class postage.) Brown envi
sioned his providing the seed money for an eventual takeover of Sayaboury Province, 
Laos, by anti-Communist forces and thus be in a position to run further forays into remote 
AOs where American POWs might be held. 

We' d heard firsthand from totall y credible sources - and had seell - that the PRC 
was continu ing in its attempt to erect difficulties for the VietLiamese, especially in Laos, 
where we did confirm that Col. Bounleut and a cadre of Laotian troops, not under his com
mand, and then cooling their heels up in "Liberty City," had indeed received fonuaJ mil
itary tra ining near Kunming, China. 

Putting the search for bona fide evidence of American POWs, as always, absolutely 
first we opted to play along with Young & Co. in their game of "Wheel of Fortune." 

The Paper began its tantalizing spin. "How can a Lao insurgency have any chance of 
success? Vietnam has 50 million people with one of the most powe1jid and experienced 
armies in the world with massive support from the Soviets. I would cenainly seem rhat 
encouraging an insurgency in a snwll counfly of 3,500,000 people that is poor and unde
veloped and which lost a war against the Vietnam.ese only seven years ago, will olllv cause 
more suffering and death. Bui, [the] Lao insurgency is an establishedfau th is is ongoing 
and will not cease until it is successful. [Translation: "Jump in boys, and clon 't forget your 
credit cards."] 

But, hey, Young was an American in his heart of hearts - or so we surmi sed. 
Bob Brown has stated about the position paper, "It was professional to d1e extent it 

could have been authored by the NSC." 
Some weeks ago, I sent retiJed U.S. Air Force Brigadier GeneraJ Heinie Aderholt a 

copy of the 24-page Paper. Heinie had been CO of MACTHAI, at Nakon Phanom, 
Thail and, and knew from whence he came in regard to military ops plans. 

His reply said in part, " ... thi s whole concept is based on fa lse assumptions. There 
never was any established Lao insurgency. The Lao did not fight during the recent war, 
even with unlimited United States ass istance. The H'mong did most of the fighting but 
they have not, since 1975, been a factor in any [signi ficant] resistance because there was 
no stay-behinds or caches of weapons. 

"Thi s paper is a well-conceived and concealed plan to get some fin af)cing." - T. R. 
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IS'+1NG 
The very most we could hope fo r from 

our "offic ial" contacts were that they were 
stand-up guys who shared our atti tudes and 
aspi rations. 

While certain elements of State and the 
intell agencies undoubtedly desired us to 
pack our tent, leave Thailand and jet on 
home, others - we came to know -
covertly supported our efforts. Still , doubt 
began to crowd our clays giving way to the 
unsettling fee ling that we didn' t know fo r 
sure who was who. 

Bill Young seemingly said and did the 
right things. But we knew that vi1'tually few 
rea lly leave Agency employ or association. 
We ferventl y hoped he was one of the good 
guys, not a career sui t who' cl kiss-off any 
confi rmed POWs to garner points with 
higher-up puppetmasters. Fo r now, we 
needed him in the fo ld. If he was some
body's inside man, we'd have to chance it. 

We were tipped by Bill that nosey Thais 

were getting curi ous about our operation 
and that Agency opera tives had li ke ly 
latched on to us even before we cleared cus
toms at Don Muang Airport. But our foc us 
remained on Muong Sai, not cafe in tri gues . 
We therefore opted to submerge any para
noia and concentrate on the mi ssion at hand . 

Zab voiced repeated assertions that the 
Agency was highly interested in the Muong 
Sai area and had conceivably blinked its 
green li ghts to Brown thereby allowing us 
to proceed with our missions. 

China was still doing a bit of low-key 
saber-ratt li ng relating to launching their 
Lao-led insurrecti on. It was, therefo re, 
imperati ve that we get to Muong Sai, obta in 
confirmati on photos of Ameri cans and put 
operational our project to snatch these guys. 
If we fa iled, they' d be relocated - or dead. 

We couldn ' t have cared less about the 
PRC expanding its sphere of influence but 
we did care about any Americans up there 
tw isting in the wind. 

But we, meanwhile, were stuck in the 
"no sweat" world of Bill Young whose, 
"Just hang in a bit longer, Bob" routine was 
wearing thin . But he was hardly the only 
barracuda circling the good ship SOF. 

Tl MELINE OF SOF INVOLVEMENT 
February 1981: Fred Zabitosky receives a te lephone ca ll fro m reti red Lt. Col. Bo Gritz inviting 
his participation in a POW rescue attempt. Zab is req uested to recrui t other Spec ial 
Forces-types. 

March 1981: Pullout from Gritz's "Operation Velvet Hammer" by Zabitosky, Jim Monaghan, 
Ea rl Bleacher and others. 

April 1981: Vang Pao meets with Bob Brown and 50 Fteam members in Boulder. Zabitosky, 
Bleacher anGI Monaghan go or:i SOF's payroll ; Monaghan to rema in as a States ide coordinato r. 
Zab, Bleacher and Jim Coyne dispatched to Bangkok. 

June 1981: SOF team meets and rec rui ts Mingo Applegate and his cohorts, Messrs. Buni and 
Tor, who provide in tros. to the two Muong Sa i eyewitnesses, each of whom was exhaustively 
interrogated. They also promised to order contacts inside Laos to retrieve a chemica l gas 
artillery round and a grenade with like contents (i.e. the in fa mous and elusive "Yell ow Ra in.") 
Yours tru ly arrives in Bangkok. 

July 1981: Establ ishment of Chiang Rai safehouse. Team receives Brown's OK to scout loca tion 
of and to initiate construction of "Liberty City" pending Thai approva l (g ranted by 7 Jul y 81 ). 

August 1981: America n Consu l from Chiang Ma i visits ou r Chiang Ra i safehouse. Bill Young 
brought aboard via recommendation from "Mo Stei nberg," a former Ai r America pilot. You ng 
soon begi ns to divert attention from POW issue to urging Browns support of the anti-comm u
nist Laotian res istance. 

31 August 1981: Tha i In telligence pulls the plug on SOF involvement at "Li berty City" cl ue to 
danger of open hostilities with Viet Nam. Zabitosky, et al. depa rt fo r CON US leaving Bill Young 
to honcho close-down of "Liberty City" and the POW project. 

February 1982: Bob Brown con tinues to ha ng in. Second SOF team arri ves Thail and to lin k 
with Bill Young. 

March-July 1982: Because of lack of progress on POW front and staggering costs, Bob Brown 
re luctan tly decides to cease all SOF involvement ... until Young proposes all -out support of Lao 
Resistance. August 1982 : SOF's Bangkok "penthouse" closed. Bill Young reta ined on payroll 
after Brown's team departs Tha iland . 

15 March 1982: Brown cab les Yo ung te rmina ti ng hi s emp loyment ... and any fur ther 
assoc iatio n. - T. R. 

"Mountain Man Mingo" Appleton, 
ordered by Zab to oversee the go ings on up 
at "Liberty City," tro tted out another 
Laoti an, "Ko Long" (name not changed), an 
engineer who was supposedly tight with a 
Pathet Lao govern or at guess where? 
Muong Sai. 

Mingo 's ami gos, Tor and Buni , whom 
you' ll recall were responsible fo r prod ucing 
our two witnesses, also swore this guy was 
legit. They said Ko could arrange a mass 
jail break should Brown decide to play -
and pay - along. Ko's buddy, the governor, 
see, would get his Pathet Lao buddies to ice 
the NVA guards, then grab the American 
pri soners, pile 'em into trucks, drive at 
breakneck, bone-wrack ing speed to the 
banks of the Mekong, then send 'em across 
one at a time as Brown simul taneously 
launched bag-full s of U.S. greenbacks 
across to the governor's waiting arms. 

Bob again spun the wheel even though 
Buni & fr iend were not exactly batt ing a 
thousand: We were still without confirma
tion from Muong Sai and receipt of the 
"Yell ow Rain" artillery round and grenade 
was "delayed." However, it was thought, al.l 
bases should be covered. Thus, with the fi rst 
$500 installment of Bob's dough, Ko Long 
codenamed "Brave One," set out for the 
wilds of Laos to plot buy-out possibili ties . 

Meanwhile, ou r armed troops at 
"Liberty City," many of whom had trekked 
down from China, were antsy to get on with 
the recon at Muong Sai. Young, however, 
prolonged the waiting game, citi ng diplo
matic difficulties in getting hi s official OK 
for us to launch for Muong Sai. 

With Bob and Coyne heading back to 
CON US to take care of other business, Zab 
and I settled in for the wait; two weeks 
stretching to nearly three months. Buni and 
Tor, and then Young, coughed up all sorts of 
excuses: Monsoons, sick relatives, non
cooperative Thai border guards, ad infinitum. 

Brown, having returned to Bou lder, was 
fra ntica ll y lining up some heavy-bread busi
ness-ty pes to whom he was pitching thi s lat
est buyout proposal. There was a good deal 
of interest - bu t no fo rthcoming cash. 

One stalwart beacon of hope, however, 
remained in D.C. whom Brown coul d coun t 
upon: A gall ant career member of our in tel
ligence services, Admi ral Alan Paul son, laid 
his pension on d1e block and promised to 
provide certain data pertaining to positively 
!Ding any rescued Americans should Ko's 
scheme bear frui t. 

No chance of that, though, since Ko 
Long, the conni ving little bastard , fi nally 
slithered fro m hi s hole in late August 
mouthing just four words: "Governor say 
not in terested ." 

Here are fo ur back at him: "Fuck you 
very much." 

With Mingo's, Buni 's, Tor 's and Bill 
Young's credibili ty sin king, only their two 
Muong Sai eyewitnesses could save them 
fro m being sacked. Young, I suppose in des
peration, latched onto Brown's support to 
the "ever-grow ing," but thus fa r invisible, to 
us at least, Laotian res istance movement, 
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which had now (all egedl y) targeted 
Sayaboury Province as kick-off fo r the ir 
grand offens ive. 

Bill continued to shift focus from the 
POW effort, sayi ng that now was a bad time 
to perform our recon since our Thai hosts 
were getting co ld feet. But while we just 
wa ited, why not thrill the Supreme 
Command and up the Res istance to 
front-burner priority? 

So, what to do? 

Shutdown 
Austeri ty measures were put into quick 

effect: Our Chi ang Rai house was closed 
and Young was placed in overall command 
of SOF's efforts. Zab was understandably 
miffed at being replaced. But Brown 
thought Young possessed the contacts and 
expertise to permanently weld the tribal 
coalition and keep his ear to the ground fo r 
any POW inte lligence. 

Assured by Bill that a ll wou ld again turn 
butterside-up with the Thais, Young insisted 
on giving our boys up at " Liberty City" the 
bad news personall y ... wi th cash bonu es 
for the ir efforts. 

We reluctantly folded our bedrolls and 
headed fo r the Don Muang Airport, our 
future solely in Bill's questionable hands. 

Cutting through the afternoon c louds on 
the JAL 747 en route to Tokyo's Nari ta , my 
thoughts raced back through the previous 
fo ur months. We thought we'd made head
way but it had cost more than $ 125,000 of 
Brown 's bucks to do it. I should know ; l 
picked up the money. In re lative terms, 
though, we hadn ' t seen nuttin ' yet. 

For time zones away in Chiang Ma i, Bi ll 
Young was lay ing out his mother of all 
schemes: Bob Brown 's sole .financial 
takeover of the Laotian Res istance 
Movement! 

Stateside - Fall/Winter 1981: 
Young kep t Bob Brown and yours trul y 

abreast of alleged goings-on within the 
Res istance via cab les, phone ca ll s and 
MOPSUMS (Monthl y Operational 
Summaries) whi ch were very e laborate, 
very by-the-manual. Wishful thinking ruled 
so d1ere was a chance - however sLim -
that Young now was fl y ing straight. Caring 
only about the any POWs, Brown bit the 
slug and continued forward ing monthly pay 
and expense checks (covering everything 
from new tires for Bill's pick- up down to 
the las t bow l of rice and copy of Tim e) . 

SOF's other fi nancial obligations were 
formidable but Young 's fl edg ling proposal 
of supporting the Resistance "on a very lim
ited scale" (his words) to the subtle tune of 
only $ l 0,500 monthly (plus, of course, hi s 
salary and expenses). For the average 30-
day period, Brown was laying out about 
$ 13,500 minimum. 

From financing a POW hunt - to back
ing construction of "Liberty City" and sup
porting more than J 30 armed troops - to 
thi s new nest of snakes! 

Brown fe lt we were being shafted big
time, but he nevertheless opted to sadd le us 

up for another Soud1east Asian go-round. 
Young's latest '"viable" backburner pro

ject percolating in the wings - the backing 
of a 110-shit, sure-1h i11g Wa tribal insurrec
tion over in Burma - was immed iately 
vetoed by Brown: "My resources are limited 
so I trust you' II understand that I can finance 
only 011e.fi1cking revolution at a time!" 

Wanting to pursue to the nth degree any 
potential route to info rmation on li ving 
American POWs Bob decided for us to hit 
Bangkok fo r only a short period. 

Bill had , indeed, g iven our loyal 
"Liberty City" troops their "d ischarges," 
placed Mingo on wa ivers and had him 
shipped out of country. He also gave Bun i 
and Tor unceremonious heave-hos before 
expanding hi s dual ro le as SOF li aison and 
gentleman schemer. 

7 July 1981: Lahu troops who resided at 
"Liberty City" long after Bill Young shut it 
down. 

Zabitosky Returns 
Unbeknownst to us, Fred Zab itosky had 

already arrived back in Thai land, still in a 
snit over being replaced by Young, but more 
than eager to get things bo iling up at what 
was left of " Liberty City" after the Thais 
and Young orchestrated its demi se. 

Zab was still palling around with Tor, 
scrounging fo r hard MIA inte ll , but 
employed this time by PROJECT FREE
DOM, an outfit Brown li ked and to which 
he time-to-time contributed. SOF had its 
show to run and Zabitosky had his, with 
Muong Sai sti ll very much on all our minds. 

So. agai n, Zab trekked up to " Liberty 
Ci ty," where, surprising ly, 20 to 30 troops 
were still hanging about, talk of POW res
cues and Laos insurrec ti ons still thick in 
the air. 

But his stay in Thail and was short-li ved. 
After several weeks, PROJECT FREEDOM 
opted to stand-clown his act ivities due to 
extreme fina nc ia l press ures back in 
CO NUS. 

So out of luck and ready cash, Zab was 
forced to head home. 

Before hi s departure, Zabitosky and I 
ran into one another at the Nana Hotel 
where he filled me in on some interestiJ1g 
in fo rmation: T he previous summer, after I'd 
depar ted, the Agency sent over an inter
rogator "Dave Klaxton," and a polygraph 
technician who did some studies on the 
hand-drawn maps produced by our two Lao. 
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According to SR-7 1 aeria l shots of Muang 
Sai , our witnesses' diagrams were one 
building off. 1f the CIA wanted photos of 
Muong Sai, there had to be something hot 
up there - and ou r Laotian eyewitnesses 
had to have been there. 

In addition. the previous wi nter, while 
leafi ng through some files at a fr iend 's New 
M ex ico home, he di scovered a 1969 CIA 
document pertaining to a Pathet Lao prison
er of war camp - at Muong Sai , Laos! 

Why Zab didn ' t drop diis on us before, l 
don' t know. But I can guess it had some
thing to do with Young's replacing him as 
SO F 's in-country Project Director. 

Zab itosky continued saying that the 
Agency couldn ' t get near M uong Sai during 
the Vietnam War; that it was completely 
controlled by the Red Chi nese and diat they 
had poured beaucoup work and people into 
that v ic inity. It was - and still might be -
loaded with high tech commo and radar 
gear and maybe anti-aircraft systems. 

The road north of Muong Sai leads into 
Yunnan Province, PRC, and was construct
ed completely by the Chinese. For some 
strange reason, it was put off- limi ts to 
American bombers during the War. 

There had been one aircraft to go down 
right at Muong Sai and die pil ot had been a 
Taiwanese civi li an, Chi-Yuen. His name 
appears on the Alpha Roster where he was 
listed at Category L (i.e. mi ssing). What 
Zabitosky could not confi rm - but strong
ly suspected - was that the crash sites 
within our 198 l area of operations were 
where aircraft - with civilian crews only 
- were clowned (i.e. Air America p lanes) . 

Why were we treated with kid g loves? 
Because there ex isted a good possibility 
that we were secret ly being utili zed by the 
Agency to go after ome of their miss ing 
personnel , something they hadn't been 
ab le to do. 

Klaxton never in sinuated that we'd 
been was ting our efforts in foc us ing on 
Muong Sa i. 

There were six civili an MTAs in our 
area, with one being li sted as KlABNR 
(Killed In Action Body Not Recovered) , 
from three different aircraft. With other 
crash sites so close to Pak Beng, it wou ld 
make sense to take a ll pri soners north up the 
highway to Muong Sai. 

T he two mi ss ing Americans closest to 
Muong Sa i are James Ackley and Clarence 
Dri ver, who went down in a C- L23-K at QB 
230980 near Pak Beng on 7 March 73. At a 
second site another C- 123-K crashed; its 
mi ssing being Roy F. Townley (his daugh
ter, Janet, was part of the Gritz operations) 
and George L. Ritter. Presumed dead was 
Edward J. Weissenback. They went down in 
Sayaboury Province at QB 410610 on 27 
December 7 1. 

Combined, our two Laotian eyewitness
es saw four Americans; but each saw just 
two. Other reports, some from their friends , 
attes ted to LO to LS; possibl y even 22 POWs 
at Muong Sai. 

Continued on page 108 

79 



Why would a senior member of the 
Cl.in.ton Administration. - widely criticized 
fo r its dearth of military veterans in high
level positions - not list his military service 
in his official White House biography? This 
simple question. started an investigation 
that has gone on.for more than a year and a 
half In this artic/.e, SOF will provide previ
ously unpublicized historical il~f'ormcaion. 

and an analysis of that data to assist SOF 
readers in gaining a better understanding of 
why the Clinton nation.al security apparatus 
has functioned as it has. 

Washington, D.C. , is a town of perverse 
reality. Myths are accepted as truth. Bald
faced liars are enshrined as political icons 
(if not presidents). And relatively anony
mous staffers are granted extraordinary 
power and influence based solely upon per
sonal connections to people who can waive 
the stringent background checks normally 
required fo r such staff assignments. 

BO 

Sandy Berger 
And The Vezy 

Selective Service 
by Roger Charles 

The case in point involves Bi ll Clinton 's 
National Securi ty Advisor, Samuel R. 
"Sandy" Berger. This article focuses on 
irrefutable irregularities and serious indica
tions of violations of the Military Selective 
Service Act of 1967 relative to Berger's 
gaining a draft deferment in March 1968 
while a freshman at Harvard Law School. 

In the first weeks of Clinton's presiden
cy, Berger was the number two official on 

the National Security Council staff when 
the new administration sent armored vehi
c les to assault the Branch Davidian com
pound in Waco, Texas. Less than six months 
later the same national security appa
ratchiks refused a field commander 's 
request for nearly identical armor to protect 
U.S. troops in Mogadishu, Somalia. Eight
een Army Rangers and Delta Force com
mandos died in a disastrous firefight that 
ended only after armored vehicles were bor
rowed from Pakistan and Malaysian allies. 

Based on his record of these and other 
accomplishments, Berger was promoted 
and during the second Clinton term has 
been the number one man on the NSC staff 
- Bi ll Cli nton's Henry J(jssinger. 

Berger 's hawkish role in the Wag-The
Dog cruise missile attack on a Sudanese 
"aspirin" fac tory received widespread 
media attention. As did his fervent supporl 
of the air war against Yugoslavia, which 
produced among other triumphs, the preci-
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ion guided munitions attack on a Belgrade 
television station, followed by the bombing 
of the Peoples Republic of China embassy 
in the same city. 

Given the still unresolved questions 
about the wisdom of the cited actions, there 
is more than sufficient justification for the 
national medfa to have examined Berger' s 
personal military record. Yet, until this arti
cle, he has received a pass on this issue. 

The Conventional Wisdom 
In the fal l of 1998, a former senior 

national security official mentioned that he 
had just learned that, contrary to conven
tional wisdom inside the Washington 
Beltway, Al Gore was not the only senior 
Clinton White House official with military 
service. Sandy Berger had actually been in 
the Army Reserve during the Vietnam era. 

A visit to the White House web site 
revealed that Berger's official biography did 
not l.ist any military service. A major profile 
piece in the Washington Post (6 December 
1996) by John Harris had no mention of 
Berger's military service. Likewise with a 
major New York Times profile (25 August 
1999) by R. W. Apple, Jr. - no mention of 
any military service in Berger's past. 

Berger's draft and military history was evi
dent almost immediately after constructing 
a timeline of key dates. 

The Miraculous Draft Deferment 
Berger's Se lective Service System 

records showed that his draft board, Local 
Board #2 l , Poughkeepsie, New York, 
reclassified him from "2-S" (student defer
ment) to " J-D" on "3-21-68." The 1-0 
deferment is granted for status as a "Member 
of a Reserve component or student taking 
military training." The federal law in effect 
at the time stipulated that a reservist was 
enti tled to a 1-0 deferment while satisfacto
rily performing his 6-year obligation. 

But, Berger's Army Reserve records 
show that he did not enlist, i.e. , officially 
commence his Anny Reserve service in the 
J 14th Personnel Service Company, Boston, 
Massachusetts, until "28 May 68 ." 
According to federal law, Berger's 1-0 
deferment should not have gone into effect 
until some date on or after 28 May. 

The anomaly was almost breathtaking in 
both its stark simplicity and its serious 

so - Berger would be allowed to complete 
his freshman year of Harvard Law School. 
The bad news was black indeed - Berger 
and his draft-deferred peers would almost 
certai nly be inducted since the Selective 
Service System at that time was inducting 
first those who were o ldest, i.e ., who had 
enjoyed their student and other deferments 
for the longest period. 

Berger had already enjoyed foUJ years of 
undergraduate deferment at Corne! I 
University from 1963 to 1967, and was welJ 
over half way through his first year at 
Harvard Law School. 

Contemporaneous writings and subse
quent historical treatments provide vivid 
descriptions of the reaction to Lyndon 
Johnson 's ending the graduate school defer
ments - a rush of pure terror through the 
hearts of those directly effected. 

Their feelings of dread were only exac
erbated as the post-Tet 1968 casualty lists 
soared with several hundred Americans 
being listed as "KIA" each week for much 
of the period under discussion. 

The enormous effect of the 16 February 

In a town where exaggerating one's 
achievements and padding one' s resume is 
the norm and not the exception, Berger's 
reverse action of not claiming military ser
vice seemed rather strange. 

Sl?LBC1JVB SERVICE SYSTEM 

A telephone call to Vietnam vet B.G. 
·'Jug' Burkett confirmed that Berger had 
indeed been a member of the Army 
Reserve. Burkett is an acknowledged expert 
on military service records for the Vietnam 
period, having co-authored and self-pub
lished a great book, Stolen Valor: How the 
Vietnam Generation. Was Robbed of its 
Heroes and its History. (Using a credit card 
for payment, you can order a copy by call
ing 800-253-6789.) 

Burkett even provided a copy of 
Berger's Army Reserve record, obtained 
under the Freedom Of Information Act from 
the National Personnel Records Center in 
St. Louis, Missouri. 

Using information contained in Berger's 
Army Reserve records, this author sent a 
FOIA request for a copy of Berger's draft 
records to the Selective Service System 
headquarters in Arlington, Virginia. 

And, as described below, a c lose exami
nation of Berger's Army Reserve and draft 
records answered the simple question that 
started this investigation: Why would a 
senior member of the Clinton Administra
tion - with its dearth of military veterans 
- not list hi military service in his official 
White House biography? 

The analysis showed that Berger had 
every reason to avoid even mentioning his 
draft and military history, much less calling 
attention to it by including it in his biogra
phy on the White House web site. 

There are clear irregularities pointing to 
possible illegalities concerning Berger's 
receiving a March 1968 draft deferment. 

The most serious discrepancy in 

reg a " 

import. Somehow, someone had improperly 
- and perhaps illegally - manipulated the 
Selective Service System so that Berger 
gai ned a 1-D draft deferment based on his 
being a "Member of a Reserve component" 
nearly 10 weeks before he qualified for such 
a deferment by joining the reserves! 

To put this incredible sequence of events 
in proper historical perspective it's impor
tant to note that on 16 February 1968, 
President Lyndon B. Johnson ended gradu
ate school deferments for 260,000 law 
school students, future professors and kin
dred souls living the good li fe in their 
heretofore draft-proof safe havens. 

Jn his award-winning biography of Bill 
Clinton, First in His Class: The Biography 
of Bill Clinron, Washington Post reporter 
David Maraniss wrote that Clinton's peers 
referred to the 16th as "Black Friday." 

For those like Sandy Berger who were in 
their first year of graduate school, Johnson's 
decision was stereotypical good news-bad 
news. The good news was only moderately 
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pre idential edict is well represented by 
quoting the then-President of Harvard 
University who said the only people enter
ing graduate school in the fall of 1968 
would be "the lame, the halt, the blind and 
the female." With heated rhetoric like this 
from such a respected (and not directly 
effected) public figure, it's easy to under
stand the near panic among those whose "2-
S" deferments were shortl y to expire. 
Berger and his peers faced a very stark real
ity - carrying rifles in the rice paddies and 
jungles of Vietnam. 

While ucb a future was not an absolute 
certainty, later statistics show that Berger 
had every reason to be concerned. By 1969 
nine out of JO draftees were serving in 
Vietnam where draftees made up over 80% 
of the infantry riflemen - known as " J l 
Bravos." ln 1965 draftees had comprised 
only 28% of battle deaths, but by 1967 
draftees were 57% of combat deaths - and 
1968, the year of heaviest fighting and casu
alties, was yet to come. 

SI 



SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM 

EXTRACT OF REGISTRANT CLASSIFICATION RECORD 

The following information concerning the Selective Secvice regi s trant named has. been ex tr oct~d Cro m the 
CtassWcation Record (SSS Form 102). Unless otherwise noted , all entries on this record are included, 
See reverse side for brier explanation of classification descriptions . 

Name of regis tran t: -5; dE£ /J LJ.,c 

Selective Se.vice No. , /%_ · i . '1 (., · (i'.$" 
Classification Questionnaire: Date Mailed :/.-J{J-f Y" 

Date of Birth' ~/_-.£;;_,,,'l_kc:.·· -·.1.f_,.h:___ 
Dnte Retumed _..,J.~·_,/:...t.Z:...-_,,efi,_, ,_]' __ _ 

Classinc:llion and Date of Mailing Notice: 

Date :).·J9 - f>'I 

Dote 1.J. - f'- 6.i._ 
D•t• f!·at6S ... 
Dote /_- t ··h Z 

s. Cl:lSS 

6. Cl••• 

7. Ch1ss 

8. Class 

c2-S 
/-p 

Date /o-(. -"1 
Date J-Jf/.fif 

Fl/ Date ff-If, -£? 
~ Date f-/.J·.£.? n lf-1,,.. 7_! 

Armed Forces Physical Examination: Oate{s): ~N<l<'u.dl'll.u.,._G ____ 1_ Results: _-__ '1_-_i7_ ·
7
_
1
_ 

UV 

When the various dates of Berger's Selective Service 
classification and enlistment in the reserves (as out
lined in these documents obtained under the 
Freedom of Information Act) were examined, things 
got curiouser and curiouser. BERGER, SAMUEL R. 

Jewish 

SAMUEL RICHARD 

Had "the system," as defined by law 
(and by Selective Service regulations that 
had the force of law) worked for Berger as 
it was supposed to have worked, he was in 
dire danger of wearing oli ve-drab fatigues 
by late summer, maybe sooner. 

No Comment 
Not surprisingly, Berger has opted fo r 

the standard Washington response when 
faced with questions about some unpleas
antness not easily susceptible to being spun 

OCT 27 

OCT 28 

OCT 28 

in a favorable direction. Berger 
has made no direct comment. 

So let's have the facts speak 
for him. 

In onl y 24 working days 
after LBJ killed the graduate 
school deferments, Berger's 
draft board bad received and 
acted upon some sort of invalid 
certification that Berger had 
joined a Reserve unit. Since he 
did in fact join such a unit 68 

days later, it's reasonab le to assume that the 
unit was one and the same - the I 14th 
Personnel Service Company, U.S. Army 
Reserve, Boston, Massachusetts. 

The 11 4th was not a combat or even 
combat support unit. The unit, with an 
authori zed strength of four officers , fo ur 
warrant officers and 2 lO enli sted soldiers, 
provided admini strative and personnel ser
vices to an Army Reserve infantry division. 
The onl y sound of action in the 114th was 
the clickity-clack of the typewriters . 

According to sources familiar with the 
I 14th at the time Berger joined, the unit was 
loaded with well-connected Boston 
Brahmins and even included a sprinkling of 
professional athletes. 

Willi am Strouse, who co-authored a 
definitive work on the draft, Chance and 
Circumstance, confirmed this picture of the 
post-"Black Friday" draft scene and has 
said it was almost impossibl e to get into a 
Boston reserve unit at this time. Indicati ve 
of the scramble to secure a 1-D deferment, 
Strouse and his co-author wrote that, "At 
the end of 1968, with the draft sti ll in full 
force , the Army National Guard had a wait
ing list of 100,000." 

Another source, currently an Army civi l
ian personnel specialist at an Army post in 
Massachusetts, and who also had 30 years 
in the Army Reserve, said "the only way to 
get into the I 14th was ro buy your way in," 

either literally with money or figuratively 
with political influence. 

Retired Army Reserve Colonel Frank 
DaMico (who later served wi th Berger in a 
second reserve unit in Rockville, Maryland 
- the 2287th Reserve Dental Detachment) 
confi ded that a fo rmer commander with the 
New Jersey National Guard told him that 
the pr ice had been $1 ,500.00 to get in a 
New Jersey guard unit during the latter peri
od of the Vietnam war. 

One scholarly tome on the Selective 
Serv ice System reported that a New York 
City draft board member was arrested and 
convicted of selling Vietnam-era draft 
deferments for as much as $30,000.00 per 
deferment. 

So how did the law school student from 
a small town in New York get head-of-the-
1 ine privileges to jo in a Boston-based 
reserve uni t, at a time there was near des
peration among graduate students to avoid 

Continued on page 96 
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Reno's Justice Dept. Says Individuals 
·Have No Right to Own Guns 

White House Blames "Hunting and Sport 
Shooting Culture" for Violence in Ame · 



On Election Day, your children and grandchildren 
are depending on you to defend hunting and 
preserve our cherished way of life. 





A Message from James Jay Baker 
I 

Only by voting can we save our hunting heritage 

Today, we live in a society that is less and less 
receptive to the pastime that is so special to us. 
With every passing day, the United States is 
becoming more urbanized, less knowledgeable 
about wildlife management issues, and more hostile to 
our way of life. 

The future of hunting can only be assured by those of us 
who live it and practice it. That's why this year's elections 
are so important, and why it's absolutely essential for every 
hunter to vote this November. 

For the past eight years, we've seen our rights come 
under repeated attacks from opportunistic politicians in 
Washington. Time and again, Bill Clinton and Al Gore have 
shamelessly preyed on the misplaced fears of the American 
people, never missing an opportunity to exploit tragedy to 
further their own anti-gun, anti-hunting agenda. In the 
Clinton-Gore world, the criminal who misuses a firearm to 
injure or kill is not the problem. Rather, it is America 's gun 
and hunting "culture" that is to blame. 

Under this administration, the once non-partisan U.S. Fish 
and Wildlife service has been twisted into a political 
instrument to further the White House's social and political 
goals. Millions of dollars collected from hunters and fish
ermen in excise taxes and earmarked for the enhancement 
of our nation's fish and game populations were diverted to 
fund pet projects of Bill Clinton and Al Gore. They've so 
corrupted the sportsmen 's trust fund that government 
investigators recently called it "one of the worst managed 
programs we have ever encountered:' 

The misuse of government resources is not limited to 
the Fish and Wildlife Service. Under the direction of 
the White House, the Department of Housing and 

Urban Development is spearheading the effort to 
bankrupt the American firearms industry through 
frivolous lawsuits funded with your tax dollars. 

But the most telling indicator of the Clinton-Gore 
Administration's contempt for our heritage was revealed 
in a Second Amendment case before the U.S. Court of 
Appeals in New Orleans earlier this summer. Before a 
panel of federal judges, the government lawyer from the 
Department of Justice stated that only persons serving 
in the National Guard were entitled to own firearms, 
and then only those firearms necessary for their duties. 
In the eyes of this Administration, you have no right to own 
any firearms, regardless of their suitability for hunting or 
self-defense. 

If we don't stand together against this assault on our 
heritage, our children and grandchildren will never know 
the kinship and tradition that have made hunting such an 
important part of our lives. And that is why on Election 
Day, we must put an end to the anti-gun, anti-hunting 
policies of Bill Clinton and Al Gore. 

I hope you will take the time to learn where the candidates 
stand on the future of hunting, the Second Amendment, 
and other sportsmen 's issues. And I urge you to go to the 
polls on Election Day and support those candidates who 
share our views. Nothing less than the future of our 
outdoor heritage depends on it. 

Vote. 

James Jay Baker 
Executive Director, NRA-ILA 

For more information, call 1-800-392-VOTE. 
www.NRAILA.org 

National Rifle Association-Institute for Legislative Action 
11250 Waples Mill Road, Fairfax, Virginia 22030 
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EL SALVADOR 
A Decade 
Fighting The 
Evil Empire 
TEXT & PHOTOS BY 

Peter G. Kokalis 

went to ' El Salvador to fight the 
Evil Empire 21 times, more than 
any other member of the SOF staff. 
It became personal, very personal . 
My first trip was in 1983. My last 
occun-ed in 1992; just before the 
peace accord was signed. My 
decade in El Salvador was the sem

inal experience of my life. I wrote about my 
experiences 15 times in Soldier Of Fortune. 
Although nothing I wrote could ever convey 
the emotions and memories I hold so close to 
my heart, what fo!Jows is a brief, more or 
less chronological summary of my training 
missions, including the issue of SOF in 
which my account appeared . 
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September 1983 

The first and last words of the first arti
cle I ever wrote about El Salvador bear 
repeating as they eerily set the tone for my 
entire decade in that tormented land. 

Four companies of men pile out of new, 
tan-colored Ford, 3-ton trucks and fall in.to 
formation in front of the headquarters 
building at Ilopango Ai1port, El Salvador. 
The usual grunting and straining is accom
panied by the clatter and banging of field 
equipment and infantry weapons. 

My attention is drawn first to their cam
mies, a pattern I do not recognize. My eyes 
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SOF's Kokalis watches TOC and guerrilla 
camps fade as he leaves combat zone by 
chopper. June '84 

In the classroom and the field, SOF 
Technical Editor Peter G. Kokalis tirelessly 
trained troops and inspected the small arms 
of Salvadoran armed forces. September '83. 

8 4 

sweep upward and lock on their faces -
regal Mayan features, covered by death 
masks applied with black face paint. 

"Who are they ?" I ask, turning to the 
MilGroup adviser standing 
next to me. "The Atlacatl 
Battalion," he replies. "Bad 
asses, the toughest unit in El 
Salvador - an immediate
reaction battalion. They 
really kick ass. When they 
move in, the Gs [guerrillas] 
move out or die. " 

.. While forever attracted 
to its implements, God, how 
I loathe war. And yet .. . no 
wine gives fiercer intoxica
tion, no drug more vivid 
exaltation. " 

My first full day in coun
try I trained the antiaircraft/perimeter
defense battery at Ilopango Airport on the 
disassembly-assembly/cleaning and mainte
nance of the M16Al rifle. The following 
day I worked with the doorgunners of the 
helicopter squadron and their M60D guns . 
Afterwards, I walked over to where the 
company from the Atlacatl Battalion was 
assembled and began to examine and work 
on their badly abused M60s . That evening 
First Lieutenant David Koch of the Atlacatl 
Battalion stopped by the hotel and asked if I 
could help them with Las Cincuentas, as 
they called their .50-caliber Browning M2 
HB machine guns. The next day I did and 
the day following I worked with the Atlacatl 
M60 gunners. It was the beginning of my 
long association with the Atlacatl Battalion. 

Under the command of Lieutenant Colonel 
Domingo Monterrosa Barrios and their 
executive officer Major Jose Armando 
Azmitia Melara they were without doubt the 
finest combat unit in El Salvador. 

January 1984 

conduct an intensive three-week 
retraining cycle for the elite Atlacatl 
Battalion. Since its inception on 1 March 
1982, the battalion has seen more combat 
than any unit in El Salvador. The year prior 
to my training cycle the battalion had spent 
almost 80% of its time on combat opera
tions. I had timed my arrival to correspond 
with the battalion's return from a two-month 
operation in guerrilla-infested Morazan 
Province. I trained the battalion armorers, 
conducted a section weapons seminar for all 
the officers and NCOs, trained the M60 
GPMG and .50 caliber Browning M2 HB 
crews in depth, and conducted intensive 
ambush/counter-ambush drills. 

March 1984 

Assignment to Salvadoran Cavalry 
Regiment - work with French AAT 7.62 
NFl GPMG, coaxial gun on the Panhard 
Armored Car, and the earliest version of 
Heckler and Koch 's HK21 GPMG, as 
well as the Argentine FMK 9mm subma
chine gun. 

June 1984 

Back to my beloved Atlacatl Battalion, 
this time in Indian country - just east of 
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the Rio Lempa in Usulutan Province, El 
Salvador. The rugged terrain was infested 
with communist guerrillas, swarming gnats, 
tall grass and choking heat. I was part of a 
217-man relief column, commanded by l st 
Lt. David Koch. Our objective was the 
Atlacatl TOC (Tactical Operations Center) 
establ ished the day before, after fierce and 
bloody fighting, on a hill called Hacienda El 
Carmen, 4.4 klicks from the village of San 
Marcos Lempa where we had left the 
trucks, which had can-ied us from the bat
talion cuartel. Humping up and down hills 
for several days, I carry an FN FAL in com
bat for the last time. Its weight as I climb up 
the last hill to the exu·action UH-I H is 
almost unbearable. Men all around me have 
fal len - silent for eternity - to the M16. I 
become committed to the Ml6 and its 
5.56x45mm caru·idge and consign so-called 
.30 caliber battle rifles to the armchair 
experts of the popular gun press. 

December 1984 

"The cornfield is black and wet. No 
moon, thank God. Corn stalks slap against 
me as we glide through the field, painting 
my face, hands and the Ml6Al carbine with 
rain drops. It's a recon patrol with a platoon 
of El Salvador's famed Atlacatl Battalion ... 
I g lance rearward once more to confi rm my 
rougb back-azimuth on the red lights atop 
the antenna towers adjacent to the Atlacatl 
Battalion cuartel . ... Several hours before, 
the Estado Mayor had called the Atlacatl 
OD informing him they had monitored 
radio traffic. Apparently the Gs were mov
ing around our cuartel and those of the cav
alry regiment and artillery brigade located 
nearby." We arrived back at the cuartel at 
approximately 0300 hours. There had been 
no trace of the Gs. 

I had spent two weeks prior conducting 
weapons research and repair with the battal
ion at their cuartel outside San Salvador. I 
also conducted trials comparing the M79 
and M203 40mm grenade launcher. While 
the M203 when mounted on an Ml6Al 
returns a rifleman to the platoon, its princi
pal sighting system is a plastic quadrant 
sight that mounts to the left side of the 
M 16A 1 carrying handle. It's entirely too 
fragile and would return from 90 days in the 
bush in a paper bag. It was my recommen
dation to Major Azmitia that they decline 
the replacement of their M79s with the 

M203. He concu1Ted. 
While training troops of the 3rd lnfanu·y 

Brigade in San Miguel, I uncover eight FN 
MAG 58 GPMGs abandoned by the 
Somozistas when they fled Nicaragua. 

Unfo1tunately, they were 
set up for the German 
DMl non-disintegrating 
belt so they departed with 
me on the helicopter back 
to the armory at the 
Atlacatl Battalion 
cuartel. The extractor 
groove tab on the DMJ 
link is located upper 
dead-center and therefore 
the rear cartridge stop 
was positioned on the 
bottom of the feed tray. 
The U.S. M l3 link has its 

extractor groove tab on the right side. 
Working with a hack saw, swiss files and a 
Moto tool, I converted all eight feed u·ays to 
reliably accept the MJ3 link. Cannibalizing 
parts, five of d1ese guns were put back into 
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Lt. Col. Mauricio Staben of the 
Cavalry Regiment, SOF's Kokalis 
and Atlacatl 1st. Lt. David Koch pose 
with Panhard AML 245 armored car. 
March '84 

SOFTechnical Editor Peter G. Kokalis 
fires M2 .50 caliber Browning aircraft 
gun from left cupola of M114 tracked 
vehicle. July '85. 

Kokalis (below, right) and Atlacatl Bn., 7th 
Company CO 1st. Lt. David Koch lead 
ambush training. Kokalis carries Beretta SC 
70 SHORT and Koch holds M16A1 while 
wearing Combat Equipment Sales, Inc. 
combat vest with Gerber Mark I combat 
knife. March '84 

BS 
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Kokalis passes out SOF badges to 
Salvadoran helicopter squadron at 
llopango Airbase. September '83 

"I went to El Salvador to fight the Evil 
Empire 21 times, more than any other 
member of the SOF staff. It became 
personal, very personal." 

the choir to sing loudly for the Gs. 

July 1985 

I'm in an "A" camp on a hill 300 feet 
above the surrounding countryside, just 
eight cl icks from the Honduran border in 
northern El Salvador and part of 
Destacamento Militar No. 2 (Military 
District No. 2). We are providing security 
for a CIA communications center on top of 
the hill and training NCOs. There were only 
50 of us and we were expecting to be hit by 
a guerrilla force of 500 to I ,000. There was 
TacAir in the form of A-37 Dragonflys at 
Ilopango Air Base and an infantry company 
had been sent to probe the northern base of 
our position. As I sat in a slit-trench cut with 
great effort into the powdery red volcanic 
soi l full of stubborn boulders, I had very lit
tle time to contemplate my future prospects, 
as I was entirely too busy stacking belts for 
the M60 GPMG assigned to me, straighten
ing pins on my half case of M67 grenades 
and lining 40mm high/low pressure 
grenades for my M79 on the side of the 
trench. Using a broken antenna pole, I set a 
limit stake to the left to avoid firing on the 
Ma Deuce crew which we had positioned 

for better cover and concealment about 100 
meters to my front. Intercepted radio traffic 
indicated the Gs would probably attack our 
position that evening. 

David Koch (by now a .captain) bor
rowed my Gali! loaded with 100% tracer fo r 
fire-direction purposes. He threw a few 
rounds into the hill across the saddle. The 
mortar crew began to plot on-call fire for 
the 60 mike-mike. They had the line and 
range after only two rounds. Our two demo 
men set AP mines along the perimeter. I was 
assigned a secondary sector of fire 20 
meters behind my pit at the edge of the hill, 
where I stashed more ammo for the M60. 

At about 0100 hours, dogs began to bark 
all around the base of the hil l. Someone was 
active in the area below our camp. Lights and 
movement on the south slope of the hill crept 

toward my secondary sector. Rather than dis
close our firing positions by opening up, we 
heaved grenades down the hill. The guerril
las - if that's what they were - failed to 
make their play. Another night in El Salvador 
with my boots on and my eyes open. 

During this time frame, communist 
Radio Venceremos announces that the fas
cist government of the United States has 
sent the infamous mercenary, Peter Kokalis, 
to El Salvador to slaughter the innocent 
masses. They declare he has been tried in 
absentia, found gui lty and sentenced to 
death . I live to spit on their graves. 

On 23 October 1985 Col. Domingo 
Monterrosa Barrios (by that time comman
der of the 3rd Infantry Brigade, in San 
Miguel, and Major Jose Armando Azmitia 
Melara, then commanding officer of the 
Atlacatl Battalion, were killed in a VH-JH 
helicopter by a command-detonated explo
sive device hidden in captured radio equip
ment by FMLN communist terrorists. Bob 
Brown and I attend Monterrosa '.~ funeral 
and I swear venganza (revenge). I never 
again step foot in the Atlacatl cuartel. The 
poignant memories are far too overwhelm
ing. Years later I fly over the former Atlacatl 
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cuartel and see the staiue of the Pipil Indian 
with an Ml6 raised over his head and 
standing above the plaques of the bat1ctl
ion '.I· dead. Uncontrollable tears blind me. 

March 1986 

Flying combat missions aboard the 
ancient AC-47 with three AN-M3 .50 caliber 
Browning machine guns mounted in the two 
windows adjacent to the left cargo door. 
Circling in "pylon turns" and blasting com
munist guerrillas to pieces was a rewarding 
experience, but after firing no more than 
2,300 rounds all three of our original guns 
had failed and we were forced to call upon 
the spares. The mean rounds between failure 

was less than 700. There were also more 
than one dozen feed stoppages - cleared 
almost immediately by manual cocking. 
Why all these problems with the usually 
incredibly reliable Browning? 

After the mission I spent a day in the air 
force armory inspecting maintenance, repair 
and calibration techniques used on these 
weapons. Not instructed otherwise, the 
Salvadoran armorers submerged the back 
plate assembly, without disassembly, into 
the cleaning solvent. Solvent seeped into 
the buffer housing and got trapped between 
the Belleville washers that then acted as a 
solid wall during the gun 's recoil cycle, rob
bing the system of all buffering action. The 
consequent stress overload on the recipro
cating components caused parts to break 
with alarming frequency. The immediate fix 
was to disassemble the back plate with the 
correct spanner, remove the solvent, dry and 
lubricate the washers and all reciprocating 

Bundles manhandled on board UH-1 H for 
Atonal Bn. resupply sortie. June '84 

parts in the bolt and feed assemblies with 
the proper lubricant. As a consequence, the 
number of failures was reduced to accept
able levels. 

August 1986 

Training the Salvadoran Airborne 
Battalion I am afforded a rare opportunity to 
examine and study captured small arms, 
including Cuban FN FAL 1ifles, bolt-action 
center-fire military rifles of many types, 
Heckler and Koch 03 rifles and HK2 1 
machine guns, Ml6s modified in field work 
shops, hand grenades (mostly Soviet, but also 
Czech and even a few Belgian types), and 
small arms ammunition from many countries. 

May 1988 

Working with the "PRAL" a highly 
secret clandestine infiltration group funded 
by the CIA and based at Ilopango, I study a 
wide range of land mines, anti-personnel 
and vehicular, but mostly improvised. They 
range from the Mina Atlacatl (named after 
the Atlacatl Battalion which first encoun
tered it), Mina Anti-Transporte Arce- I 
(named after the Arce Immediate Reaction 
Battalion), Rayo de la Muerte (Ray of 
Death), Papa (Pope or potato), to the Mina 
Caza-Yanqui (Yankee-Chasing Mine). 

While the U.S. left-wing press never 
ceased its cacophonous chant about the so
called human rights abuses of the 
Nicaraguan contras, they remained totally 
s ilent about the thousands of innocent 
campesinos maimed and murdered by 
Marxist mines in El Salvador. 

May and July 1990 

Training both the Airborne Battalion 
and the ERE (Equipo de Reaccion Especial 
- Special Reaction Team) of the Policia 
Nacional, I am provided with the opportu
nity to examine in detail the c landestine 
ComBloc 7.62x62.8mm low-signature car
tridge designed for assassination - anoth
er of SOF's many unique small arms exclu
sives. In addition, between these two units 
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I am able to examine close to 200 
Kalashnikovs. By November of 1989, 
inte lligence estimates put the number of 
AKs in El Salvador at almost 20,000. I also 
study both Vz23 (fixed wooden stock) and 
Vz25 (folding stock) Czech 9mm 
Parabellum submachine guns. I individual
ly examine approximately 5,000 captured 
caliber 7.62x39mm cartridges and deter
mine that at least six countries have manu
factured this ammunition and supplied to 
the FMLN. They were Cuba, the Soviet 
Union , North Korea, Romania, East 
Germany and Bulgaria. 

November 1990 

I designed an intensive five-day course 
for the Equipo de Reaccion Especial (Special 
Reaction Team or ERE) of El Salvador's 
Policia Nacional (PN), which would provide 
training in the handgun, MPS submachine 
gun, combat shotgun, and Ml6AJ. 

The ERE more than proved its mettle in 
combat during the November 1989 FMLN 
offensive in San Salvador. During an 
intense three-hour .contact in Colonia Santa 
Marta, four men of the unit were KIA -
one of them ran out of shells for his shotgun 
- when they were struck down 25 meters 
in front of a terrorist base of fire. Realizing 
they would have to take care of their own, 
16 members of ERE broke through the 
FMLN lines to recover the bodies after four 
days of unrelenting contact without resup
ply, water or food and equipped with no 
more than their basic load. No amount of 
training can duplicate the fire discipline 
instilled in troops forced to fight for extend
ed periods with only the ammunition they 
bring into contact. 

September 1991 

Consisting of 50 enlisted personnel and 
one officer, ERE's mission included sniper 
incidents, barricaded terrorists with 
hostages, VfP protection and counterterror
ist operations in general. In addition, the 
ERE continued to raid Farabundo Marti 
Liberation Front (FMLN) safe houses on an 
almost daily basis, capturing terrorists and 
large caches of weapons, munitions and 
explosives. All of these scenarios provided 
potentia l applications for highly ski lled 
marksmen with scoped rifles. A three-day 
course was developed for the ERE that 
would offer Level I training in basic 
marksmanship, maintenance and the urban 
tactics required of police countersnipers. 

October 1991 

Training the ERE of the Policia Nacional 
presents the opportunity to test and evalua
tion the previously unknown M26A2 30mm 
shoulder-mounted grenade launcher. The 
system uses a unique VOG-26 30x28mm 
high-low pressure grenade developed from 

Continued on page 112 
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SOF Correspondents Killed In Action 
Over the past 25 years, our correspondents have suffered many near-misses. 

Tragically, several have met death. 

by lorn Reisinger 
It was my pleasure - and extreme privilege - to have 

known three of our fallen comrades: George Bacon, with whom 
I served during Special Forces medical training at Fort Bragg; 

Mike Echanis, with whom I became acquainted during my first tour at SOF; and Bob 
MacKenzie, with whom I and several others from the magazine worked in El Salvador and 
other war-ripped AOs. They died for their principles - not for journalistic adventure and 
acclaim. They made us "survivors" better men for having crossed their paths, however 
brief that intersect. 

BB 

George Bacon, Ill 
Born 4 August 1946, US.A 

Died 14 February 1976, Angola 

(See also "The Story of George Bacon," 
by Robert K. Brown and Robert Himber, 
SOF, Fall 1976.) 

George, if anything, was a 
Renaissance Man: schooled at 
Georgetown, self-taught in 
Vietnamese, an extremely like
able yet intense individual who 
cut his own swath through the 
triple-canopy of life, and 
placed himself in harm's way, 
first in South Vietnam with 
Specia l Forces, then i.n Laos 
with the CIA and, finally, in Angola. 

I first met him at Fort Bragg in 1967. We 
were in the same Special Forces medical 
class. I recall his complete devotion to his 
studies (medic ine and Vietnamese lan
guage), and his undying determination to 

volunteer late r on for duty in South 
Vietnam. I believe he found academia not 
only boring, but ambiguous, and he yearned 
for the opportunity to serve where he could 
defend his personal principles: those of 
freedom for his nation and those under 
Communist threat, personal honor, and ded
ication to duty and his comrades. 

From "The Story of George Bacon:" 
Said a former Agency case 

o.ffice1; "/first remembered him 
in training with the Agency. The 
lasl time I saw him was when he 
cam.e up to Anchorage. He 
stayed wilh me for about a 
monlh after he graduated from 
college in May of 1974. He was 
[then] thinking about going to 
work on the Trans-Alaskan 
Pipeline; he had offers to go to 
work fo r some geological peo

ple here and he turned them down. He 
called Washington, D.C. on a Friday and on 
Monday there were tickets in the mail, and I 
knew he was going back to work for the 
Company. I'm surprised the 'Kayak' 
(Bacon '.I· code name in Laos) made it as far 
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as he did. He didn't have any natural.fear of 
anything; whereas the rest of us were scared 
shit/ess 95% of the time . ... " 

Michael T Sharpley, an English e.x
paratrooper who served four years with 
the Territorial Reserves and is a veteran of 
1he Rhodesian Army, met Bacon on 12 
February 1976 in Angola. When asked his 
initial impression of Bacon he recalled, 
"George was a fireba ll, man. Once he 
made contact with FNLA forces and 
arrived in San Sa lvador [Angola], there 
was no stopping him; he really went to 
town. Bacon and the other Yanks were 
equipping themselves to leave fo r the bush 
on the day they arrived. 

"The next time I saw Bacon, he was 
mining a bridge. [Gary] Acke1; myself and 

Michael Echanis 
Born 16 November 1950, U.S.A. 

Died 8 September 1978, Nicaragua 

(See al ·o "Tribute To A Professional Warrior," 
· by N.E. MacDougald, SOF, February J 979.) 

Mike was in every sense a professional warrior. 
His understated and polite demeanor threw many 
people off when they first met him; they li kely 
expecting a bombastic, pre-Rambo caricature of the 
modern soldier. But somewhere under the calm 
exterior you could sense a defi nite "presence;" noth
ing sinister, mind you, but the kind of vibes which 
to ld you if you were ever in deep shit this is the guy 

By LTC Rober1 K. Brown and Robert Himber 

77JI! StMJ' of 

GEORGE BACON 
"' Twe11ticth Cc1Uuf)1 Cmsndcr 

Born August 4 , 19<16. U.S.A. 
Died February 14, 1976, Angola 

the rest of the patrol left Quim.ba Jun ction 
about a half- hour after f irsl light. It was on 
our way to San Salvador that we met up 
with Bacon and an Englishman. and about 
si.x Aji·icans. 

"Th ere were two f lat concrete bridges. 
George had dug two trenches, one a either 
end of the.first bridge. He packed it out with 
500 pounds of TNT I assisted with selling 
the charges; the fuses were already set and 
run back, so we packed earth on top and ran 
Landrovers and fo rth over it. The mining of 
the bridge was cornplete, so we stopped 
work and had a skimpy breakfast. 
Afterward, our patrol left and went on to 
San Salvado1; leaving Bacon and the others 
to mine the second bridge. Thal was the last 
time he was seen ali ve. " 

you' d want slugging it out beside you. 
From "Tribute To A Pro fess ional Warrior:" 
Echanisfinished high school in 1969, but skipped graduation 

ceremonies to do something he'd wanted to do.for years: Join the 
Anny. His years in service in.eluded an infant1y tour in Vietnam 
where, in 1970, the truck in which he was riding was am.bushed 
by NVA in An Khe Pass. Wounded almost immediately in the.foot 
by an AK-47 round, Echcmis returned fire while being hit three 
more tirn.es by small-arms fire. He received the Bronze Star with 
"V" device.for his heroism. He also received devastating damage 
to his right calf and foot. 

After several delicate operations and eight months in a hos
pital, an Army doctor told Echanis that he'd probably have only 
limited use of his leg qf'ter several months of in tense physical 
therapy. D1: [Wi(fo rd] Sanders [father of Chuck Sanders, a 
close boyhood and adulthood.friend of Mike] recalls, "When I 

Michael Echanis continued on page 99 
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Lance Motley 
Born 1957, USA 

Died 31 May 1989, Thailand 

(See also "Killed In Action ," by Alain Haas and accompa
nying sidebar "Lance Eugene Motl ey, 1957- 1989," by John 
Coleman, SOF, November 1989.) 

From Coleman 's sidebar: 
I was at home when Lynne, our receptionist, called and told 

me Lance was dead. In those f ew seconds be.fore I could 
answer he1; I had one o,fthose weird, real-as-reality.flashbacks, 
the kind where the subconscious kicks in and plays it right in 
.fi·om of your min.d 's eye. We were at a party over at our man
aging editor 's house. Lance and I were in the kitchen talking 
editorial nonsense at the topic changed to his upcoming trip to 
Southeast Asia, to Burma, lo cover the Karen rebels. He was 
excired about it. He was kind o,f burned out on Central and 
South America, and was ready for a new adventure. Aper 
which, he told me, he was looking forward ro coming hom.e to 
attend his JO-year class reunion at the military academy at 
West Point. 

He made it, because that 's 
where they buried him. 

I .got to know him [Lance] 
pretty well during our weeks 
together in Honduras . ... Lance 
needed to have things happen 
now if not soon.er. He couldn't 
abide anyone who wouldn't make 
a decision. He'd drive rear-eche
lon military types .fi·om Salvador 
to the Philippines batty because 
when he wanted to go to the.field 
he wouldn't accept a bureaucrat-

"' ~ 
LL 
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ic put-of/ Th ey didn't care for him much, but that didn 't bother 
Lance a whit. 

Lance was doing his job - photographing the Karen defenses 
- when a mortar bomb impacted next to him . ... Whether it was a 
random harassment-and-interdiction round or plotted fire 
becomes a moot point because the damage was done and Lance 
died.fi·om it the next day" [after being carried by Litter into bor
dering Thailand]. 

Lance Motley was on his way toward becoming one o.f the 
world '.1· best combat correspondents, and I'm damned glad we 
were able to help him along. Whether the job would have palled 
fo r hirn in time is somerhing we'll never know; the adventure and 
camaraderie of combat may have been only a stepping stone 
toward wharever he would have chosen as his final calling. 
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Colonel Robert MacKenzie 
Born 1948, US.A 

Died 24 February 1995, Sierra Leone 

(Please see "Death Of A Warrior," by his wife, Sibyl 
MacKenzie, SOF, July 1995.) 

Al l 7, Rober! C. MacKenzie joined the U.S. Army. He had 
just .finished high school and was a.warded an. appointmenl to 
the Air Force Academy. But it was 1966 and a war he didn 't 
wan.I to miss was raging in Vietnam. He 
chucked the Air Force, went down. to the 
Army recruiting station in. San. Diego, 
California., and enlisted as an in.fantry
m.an. By 1967 he was Airborne, had com
pleted the jungle operations course in 
Panama, and was on. his way to Vietnam. 
On 29 May 1967 he was hit by a bullet 
storm.ing Mother's Day Hill: After a 
year in the hospital he was permanent-
ly retired f rom the U.S. Army fo r med
ical disability. 

All of MacKenzie~· life he had 
wanted to be a soldier: Just because 
the U.S. Army declared him 70% dis
abled, he wasn 't about to give up. In 
1970 he traveled to Rhodesia and, 
passing the rigo rous selection. 
course, joined the Rhodesian 
Special Air Service (SAS). From 
1970-1980 MacKenzie rose 
1hrough the ranks from a private to 
captain and SAS squadron com
ma11dei: He received the Bronze 
Cross of Rhodesia fo r "gallantry 
and determination in action, " and the Silver 
Cross of Rhodesia for "conspicuous gallantry and leadership in 
action ." 

Politicians ended th e wa r in Rhodesia and in 1980 

(above, left to right) MacKenzie, Peter G. Kokalis and Robert K. 
Brown in PRC. (right) In Bosnia, the short-term training team rotat
ed, but there remained a job to do and MacKenzie returned to con
tinue training troops of the Tomislav Brigade, as adviser and sec
ond-in-command to Brig. Gen. Zeljko Glasnovic. 

RlWUE SPIU: 
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Zimbabwe was born. 
MacKenzie resigned from 
the Zimbabwe army and 
joined the South African 
Defense Force as a special 

forces major: In 1981 he joined the Transkei Defence Force as 
second-in-command, Transkei Special Forces Regiment. By 
1985, after I 5 years abroad, he was ready to come back to the 

United States. 
SOF' s Robert K. Brown gave 

Mackenzie a job as a contributing 
editor for unconventional opera
tions, and MacKen zie continued his 
unconventional careei: Jn Mozam
bique he worked in support of REN
AMO, the guerrilla fre edom .fighters, 
securing the release of seven Western 
hostages; he trained and fought in. 
Central America; he fought in Coatia 
and in Bosnia. He visited many bizarre 
placed for SOF, contributing articles on 
Russia, Thailand, Suriname, Taiwan and 
Cambodia , to name a few. In February 
1995 he went to Sierra Leone to com-
1nand a training team of 60 Gurkhas, and 
on. 24 February 1995 he was shot and 
killed in an assault on the Mala/ Hills. 

For his en.lire career Robert MacKenzie 
was a professional. He fought only for 
causes that he deemed good, and always 
resisted the term "mercenary. He certainly 
never took the .field for money alone. His 
style of command was to lead, and his most 

cherished mornen.t was to stand and say "Follow me" and have 
his lll en fo llow him in.to ball le. He was calm and capable under 
stress and brave in the fa ce of dan.ge1: He was a soldier - and 
he died a soldiers· death. 
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ONE 

Can You 
Really 

MakeA 
Ditf erence? 

MAN, 
ONE VOTE 

by Junius 

have written before, in 
these pages, of the impor
tance of the presidential 
election this November. I 
have explained why I 

think that will be the most 
important e lection of your 
life, regardless of your age. 
In this, the last column you 
will see from me before the 
election, let me explain why 
your single and solitary vote 
is of prime importance. 

First, let me remind you 
what is at stake. Standing opposed to us are the forces of the 
extreme left. They have shown themselves to be unrestrained by any 
moral or legal consideration. Remember when Al Gore answered 
the charge that he had made fund raising phone calls from his White 
House Office, responded that there was "no controlling legal author
ity" which held that what he had done was illegal? He did not say 
that what he had done was lawful, which any normal person would 
have done if that were the case. He could not say that because the 
clear and unambiguous language of the law said that such phone 
calls were forbidden. Instead he said that there was "no controlling 
legal authority," by which he meant 
that no court of record had ruled 
that it was illegal. In other words, 
no other Vice President has made 
illegal phone calls from the White 
House, gotten caught, been prose
cuted and convicted, and appealed 
to a U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals 
and had his conviction upheld. It 
does not mean that the action was 
lawful. 

enemy, Western Civilization. 
In short, the issue in this election is whether we will permit a 

lawless and ruthless band of left-wing, anti-intellectual extremists 
- extremists who are openly hosti le to our social values - to retain 
the power tbey need to finish the work they have set out upon. I have 
told you before what is at stake. We stand to lose it all unless we can 
elect George Bush and Dick Cheney. 

In the past, when we have sought to get out the vote for Olli' side, 
we have heard the excuse that "my vote is only one vote, and that 
won ' t count for anything." Such thinking is wrong. In the election 
of 1880, James Gmfield defeated former National Rifle Association 
President Winfield Scott Hancock. Garfield 's popular vote majority 
was less than 2,000 more than Hancock. The difference of one vote 
per precinct in the states of New York and Indiana would have made 
the difference. In the election of 1876 Rutherford B. Hayes defeat
ed Samuel Tilden by one electoral vote. The difference of one vote 
per precinct in California, Delaware, or Oregon would have made 
the difference. The election of 1960, again, would have gone to 
Nixon, instead of Kennedy, had one voter in each precinct in a few 
key states voted the other way. 

You should never make the mistake of thinking that a small 
number is not important. Let me give an example from hi story of a 
small number whose actions preserved the very concept of democ
racy and elections. In 480 B.C., Xerxes of Persia was moving 

We know that they are ruthless 
and greedy for power. What will the 
extreme left do if they are allowed 
to remain in power? To answer this , 
first look at America's colleges and 
universities where they have been 
firmly in power for the last genera
tion. There the values of Western 
Civilization are under attack and are 
losing ground. Significant figures in 
Western thought are dismissed as 
"dead, white, European males." On 

"My vote is only one vote, and that won't count for anything." Not 
true: The election of 1960 would have gone to Nixon, instead of 
Kennedy, had one voter in each precinct in a few key states voted 
the other way. 

agai nst Greece. In the hi storical 
note to his book, The Gates of Fire, 
Stephen Pressfield quotes Hero
dotus as saying that the Persians had 
an army of 2 million. In order to 
give Greece time to prepare, 300 
Spartans were sent to the narrow 
pass at Thermopylae and ordered to 
hold the pass against the Persians 
for as long as they could. They were 
given no orders which would have 
permitted retreat after a respectable 
time. For several days they fought , 
inflicting a terrifying toll on the 
Persians. Although every Spartan 
was killed, they gave the rest of 
Greece the time that was needed. 
Eventually the Persians were 
defeated and the infant civilization 
which gave birth, eventually, to our 
own, was preserved . Pressfield 
reports that there is an ancient mon
ument at Thermopylae on which are 

most college campuses a normal student must choose his words 
carefully. Speech codes have been imposed which restrict how ideas 
may be discussed, and which ideas of the extreme left must never be 
questioned. The orthodox belief system on most campuses is that 
the values by which our society has lived since colonial times, 
indeed, si nce ancient times, are all bad and must be overturned. 

Or you can read Al Gore's book, Earth In The Balance. The book 
packages the beliefs of the extreme environmentalists, much of 
which borders upon rank superstition, and presents a call for action 
for the extremists. Indeed, it is difficult to tell the difference 
between Al Gore's book and the "manifesto" of Theodore 
Kaczynski, the convicted environmental extremist who is also 
known as the Unabomber. A critical reading of the book can lead a 
normal person to no other conclusion than that he sees, as his 

inscribed the words of the poet Simonides: "Go tell the Spartans, 
stranger passing by, That here obedient to their laws we lie." 

You have only to look at the record of the last eight years, at the 
endless and seemingly irrational demands of the extreme left, to 
realize that it is not exaggeration to say that once again there is a 
savage barbari an horde at the gates, and the future of our society 
depends upon America having time to repair and restore the social 
values that the left has worked so hard to destroy and which are 
essential to our continuation as a civilized society. You don ' t need to 
die to save civilization this time. You only need to vote. Save 
America. Vote. 

"Junius" was the pen name of 18th century English libertarian 
political writer John Wilkes. ~ 
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Combat edics 
Refugee Relief 
International 

by SOF Staff 

While many relief organizations wel
come the warm glow of video and TV cam
eras to show the world their good deeds, 
others are too busy. Too busy saving live . 
Just as most reporters cover current con
flkts from the hardship of a hotel room, 
SOF's correspondents are literally dodging 
bullets. lt should come as no surprise then, 
that SOF's humanitarian efforts, although 
ignored by the media, fo llow a simil ar code. 
You probably won ' t see anyone from 
Refugee Relieflnternational, lnc. (RRII) on 
televis ion , they are too busy. 

What makes RRII unique in the fie ld of 
humanitarian assistance organizations is that 
their team's go where other charity groups 
cannot, or will not. They go where their 
ass istance is desperately needed, be that a 
denied combat environment or remote jun
gle dispensary. RRII is proud that over 90% 
of donated funds go directly to ass istance. 

Founded as a non-profit corporation in 
1982 by SOF Ass istant Ed itor Tom 
Reisi nger, the first several years' efforts 
were primari ly concerned with direct med
ical and surgical support, traini ng local 
health care providers and the provision of 

What makes RRll unique in the field of humanitarian assistance organizations is that their teams 
go where other charity groups cannot, or will not. They go where their assistance is desperately 
needed, be that a denied combat environment or remote jungle dispensary. 

medicines and equipment to the victims of 
armed conflict in Central America. During 
this phase, RRII transported and distributed 
over $5 mill ion of medical and rel ief sup
plies to rural clinics and refugee centers in 
remote contested areas. RRII's volunteer 
clinicians treated over 11 ,000 sick and 
injured war victi ms at that time, and classes 
were given in sanitation, maternal and child 
health and basic medicine and surgical 
skil ls. 

When RRll first became involved in El 
Salvador, there was no medical evacuation 

(MEDEVAC) system, so RRII's volunteers 
taught Salvadoran helicopter crews first aid 
lifesaving ski lls to allow them to stabilize 
wounded patients until they could be deliv
ered to the hospital. One incident on 12 
August 1983 saw two RRII volunteers save 
the li ves of two critically wounded 
Salvadoran Airbme troopers at the contested 
airstrip at San Francisco Gotera. In April 
1986, during the Sandinista's "Holy Week 
Offensive" incursion into Honduras, an RRil 
team came under hostile fire wh.ile working 
on the border. It was not the first or last time. 

During the same general period, RRU 
Medical Director John Peters, MD, led sev
eral trai ning and medical support missions 
to assist the Afghan Freedom Fighters in 
their struggle agai nst Soviet occupation of 
their country. Dr. Peters labored under prim
iti ve and hazardous conditions to assist land 
mine and gunshot victims that would other
wise have had no access to care. 

In 1994, RRII took over the assets and 
mi ssion of Parachute Medical Rescue 
Service, an agency founded in 1975 to pro
vide parachute qualified rescue teams to 
inaccessible areas. 

In 1995 , RRII obtained 20 Scott Pack 
breathing apparatus, a device that enables 
firefighters to work in smoke or toxic envi
ronments. These were de li vered to the 
United Nati ons Fire Department in 
Sarajevo, Bosn.ia, after RRII volunteers ran 

"' the Serb bl ockade under hostile fire. 
~ 

~ Continued on page 102 
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Art imitates life, the old saying goes. And someti mes life imi
tates art. But in the case of John Ross, author of 
Unintended Consequences, his life is imitating his art imi

tating life. By any interpretation, an ugly picture is painted of the 
Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms. 

As if the BATF hasn 't gotten enough criticism for their reckless, 
incompetent and often c01rnpt enforcement of federal law under the 
Constitution's Second Amendment, some of its agents and supervi
sors apparently have decided they should try their luck at the First 
Amendment as well. The allegations leave little room for doubt about 
the malicious and mendacious nature of the bureau's management. 

If allowed to pass unchallenged and unpuni shed, the latest acts 
of BATF's contempt for the U.S. Constitution and the law point to 
chilling implications for the future. If they get away with this, can 
gun confiscations and even book burnings continue to be considered 
wild-eyed paranoia? 

A retired Justice Department prosecutor alleges in a harshly 

vate practice specializing in federal firearms law. 
"It has long been clear, from repeated court decisions and con

gressional committee reports , that your agents have no familiarity 
with the Second, Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Amendments to the United 
States Constitution," Jeffries states in the three-page letter to 
Buckles. "Now it appears that they have not even been introduced 
to the very first Article of the Bill of Rights ." 

Jeffries expressed "outrage" over alleged conduct he character
ized as an "unconstitutional abuse of power." He said he has asked 
for an investigation by the Treasury Department's inspector general 
and referred a copy of his letter to the Justice Department "to deter
mine whether ... civil rights are being violated ... " 

"What kind of people are you?" Jeffries asked Buckles. "Is there 
no honor within the ranks of your agency? ... I am writing to express 
our outrage about thi s conduct and to formally demand that your 
agency cease and desist from this unconstitutional abuse of power." 

Ross, of St. Louis, Missouri, is a gun collector licensed to buy 

What Are The ATF's Intended Consequences? 

worded letter to Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and Firearms Director 
Bradley Buckles that federal firearms agents have violated Ross's 
First Amendment rights in their alleged attempts to suppress his 
novel. A lawsuit may be pending. 

In this work of fiction, with a plot portrayed against a backdrop 
of such real-life events as the Randy Weaver tragedy in Idaho and 
the Waco massacre, coITupt BATF agents arrogantly trample the 
rights of honest citizens and routinely break the laws they are sworn 
to uphold . Art imitates life. 

The protagonist of the Ross novel, a patriotic member of the 
"gun culture," stumbles upon what he believes to be gang members 
involved in a crime, only to discover they are actually BATF agents 
- involved in a crime. A gun fight ensues and the agents are killed. 
As the plot evolves, several more 
corrupt agents are also gunned 
down by the hero . 

Now, Ross says, the BATF, 
after trying to intimidate gun deal
ers selling his novel at gun shows, 
have stooped so low as to try to 
recruit his estranged wife to say 
that his book is actually a thinly 
disguised how-to manual that 
encourages people to murder fed
eral agents. Life imitates art. 

by James L. Pate 

and sell all kinds of firearms. With degrees in English and econom
ics from Amherst College, Ross is by profession a securities broker 
and financial adviser with a St. Louis investment firm. He comes 
from a Missouri family well-known and respected. His grandfather, 
tl1e late Charles Ross, was a lifelong friend of President Harry 
Truman, and served as Truman 's first press secretary, dying of a 
heart attack while Truman was still in office. 

Like hi s grandfather, Ross has been active in public affairs and 
politics. In 1998, John Ross was tl1e Democratic Party candidate for 
the U.S. House of Representatives in the state 's Second District. He 
lost to the Republican incumbent, U.S. Rep. Jim Talent. 

In a telephone interview with Soldier Of Fortune, Ross said his 
book, first publi shed in 1996, has resulted in what he described as 

" longterm harrassment" by perf sons he believes to be ATF agents, 
apparently unhappy that in the 
course of the novel, more than a 
dozen federal firearms agents are 
killed by the book's protagonist. 

"The first thing to remember 
here is that, although the plot is 
set against a backdrop of real 
events, such as the ATF cases 
involving the Randy Weaver fam
ily in Idaho and the Branch 
Davidians in Waco, this is mani
festly a work of fiction," he said. 

Because the book, Unintended 
Consequences, "is highly critical 
of the [BATF], it appears that 
some in your agency have under
taken to suppress it and to intimi
date its author," wrote James H. 
Jeffries, III, of Greensboro, North 
Carolina, a lawyer who worked 
almost 28 years as a federal prose
cutor before retiring to enter a pri-

Zimbabwe, 1983. John Ross is pointing to the exit wound on a 1,700-
pound Cape Buffalo made by the 1/3-pound conical bullet from his 
1882 English 4-bore double rifle. The weapon weighs 24 pounds 
empty. On the same trip, Ross took a second buffalo and two ele
phants with the massive rifle. He is the only living person in the 
world who has successfully hunted dangerous game with one of 
these guns. These experiences served as inspiration for some of the 
African hunting scenes in Unintended Consequences. 

Ross said that, at last count, 
there are 50,000 copies in circu
lation . The 861-page novel, pub
lished by Accurate Press in St. 
Louis, is now in its fifth hard
cover printing. It has been adver
tised in The Washington Times. 

Special Agent Tracy Hite 
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with the firearms bureau 's pubic inform ation office declined 
Wednesday to comment on Jeffries ' letter, except to confirm its 
receipt by Buckles. She said she has read a copy of the letter. 

"Mr. Jeffries has submitted a Freedom of Information Act 
request on Mr. Ross's behalf, and the bureau's response is not com
plete. So, unfortunately, we don ' t comment about the contents of 
FOIA requests by private individuals or corporations," Hite said. 

According to Jeffries' letter to Buckles, the most recent incident 
of alleged harassment was by two agents, a man and a woman, and 
occurred 24 May, in what the lawyer described as "an official effort 
to enli st Mrs. Ross, who is amicably separated from her husband, as 
an info rmant against her husband. 

"At about 7:30 a.m. , two agents 
approached Mrs. Ross on the street while she 
wa walking her dog, identified themselves 
by displaying their BATF credentials, and 
proceeded to inquire what she thought about 
her husband's book," the letter to Buckles 
states. "When she was noncommittal , the 
agents terminated the conversation and 
depmted." 

Citing hi s experience as a federal 
prosecutor, Jeffries reminded Buckles 
that "di sgruntled former spouses are a 
prime source of intelligence for law 
enforcement, having as they frequen
ly do a both a strong bias against the 
subject of the inves ti gation and 
proximity and intimacy to know 
many things not available to others 

"A structured approach such as 
this req uired, according to your 
manuals, for mal agency 
approval," Jeffries asserted. "It 
required the investment of time 
and effo rt in setting up the 
approach: determining Mrs. 
Ross's new address, learning 
her new telephone number, 
physical surveillance to deter
mine her routine so that she 
could be approached in a way 
that she could not simply 
shut the door and where 
there would be less risk of 
confirming witnesses, the 
use of a fema le agent to 
lessen any apprehension 
at being approached pub
licly by strangers ... " 

In the weeks leading 
up to the 24 May inci
dent, according to the 

John Ross ' book Unintended Consequences may 
have wrought intended consequences from the BATF. Not satisfied 
with gutting the 2nd and 4th Amendments to the Constitution, is the 
BATF now dismantling the 1st? 

letter, Mrs. Ross received "pretext phone calls ... in an attempt to 
draw her out about her husband 's book. An agent, using the pseu
donym Peter Nettleson, and pretending to be a great fan of 
Unill/ended Consequences, sought Mrs. Ross's agreement that the 
book was, in fact, 'a manual for the murder of federal agents.' " 

Mrs. Ross declined to comment, referring questions to the attorney. 
John Ross said he first became suspicious that BATF agents, 

apparentl y angered by the book, were orchestrating a campaign of 
harrassment, when he and his publisher began getting phone calls 
and e-mails from book vendors in three di fferent states in 1997. 

"These calls came from people I didn ' t even know who were 
selling my book at gun shows," Ross said. "They all said they' d 
been approached by men claiming to be BATF agents, who threat-

ened them with ' problems' if they continued selling my book." 
As a result, Ross's publisher took out a full -page ad in Shotgun 

News, a nationally ci rculated trade publication for gun owners and 
dealers, offeri ng a $ 10,000 reward for information that wou ld iden
tify any government agent maki ng such threats. After the reward 
was offered, these type of incidents ceased, he said. 

Provided a copy of Jeffries' letter, Robe11 E. Sanders, a retired 
director of BATF's law enforcement division, said the allegations 
remind him of COINTELPRO, an illegal surveillance and ha.rrass
ment operation conducted by the FBI against the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. in the 1960s, later documented in congressional hem·ings by 
the late U.S. Sen. Frank Church. 

"There are two elements required before any federal agent can 
conduct survei ll ance against any individual," Sanders 

said. "First, there has to be a credib le 
allegation that a violation 

of th e U.S. 
Code has oc
curred and, 
second , credi
ble evidence 
that a speci fie 
individual actu
ally committed 
such a violation. 

"This sounds 
like a fishing expe
dition," Sanders 
said. "It sounds li ke 
government money, 
time and authority 
were used - or, in 
this case, abused - in 
an attempt to punish a 
citizen, not for a viola
tion of the law, but 
because that per on 
expressed ideas in a 
work of fiction that 
agents did not like." 

As of this writing, 
Jeffries and Ross have 
received no response from 

BATF and two letters from 
the Depattrnent of Treasury, 
both dated 3 August. Both 
letters, one from treasury's 
special agent in charge of the 
Enforcement Operations 

Division, Donna M. Spiewak, 
and assistant inspector general 
Mike Tan-, said they referred 
Jeffries' complaint letter to 
Richard J. Hankinson, assistant 
director of the Inspections 
Di vision at BATF. 

Once agai n, the BATF wi ll 
in ves tigate itself. Can there be but 

li ttle doubt that it wi ll be a thorough , unflinching and completel y 
unbi ased investigation. 

Jeffries chided the BATF director in hi s letter 's conclusion with 
a reminder about best-selling noveli st Tom Clancy. 

In several of Clancy 's books, the author "has [had] murdered a 
di.rector of the FBI, the President of the United States, the entire 
Congress, the Supreme Court, the entire cabinet, the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff and a few lesser functionaries. 

"I presume," Jeffries said, that Clancy "has not thereby become 
subject to investigation by your literary critics." 

John Ross' book, Unintended Consequences, is available from 
Accurate Press, Dept. SOF, Box 86, Lonedell, MO 63060; phone: 
800-374-4049. Visa accepted. ~ 
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Immaculate Conscription 
Continued from page 82 

the draft and a likely combat tour in 
Vietnam? 

This may be an unanswered question, 
but copies of hi s official records provide 
irrefutable proof that his 1-D deferment was 
in direct violation of requirements specified 
in the federal law in effect at the time. 

The Great Escape 
To understand just how irregular, and 

possibly illegal, was Berger's escape from 
the dreaded draft, we must first look at 
how the system was supposed to work, 
and did work for the great majority of 
young Americans. Here's the normal , 
legally mandated procedure, for gaining a 
1-D deferment: 

1. T he " regis trant" enlisted in the 
Reserves, i.e., joined a Reserve unit and 
began satisfactorily performing his 6-year 
obligation as specified in federal law. 

2. The registrant sent a written request to 
his local draft board asking fo r a reopening 
of his Selective Service System file in order 
to obtain a reclassification (in this case, 
from 2-S to 1-D). The registrant also includ
ed "written information" sufficient to 
demonstrate to the draft board that a reopen
ing of his file was warranted. (The regis
trant may have completed ei ther Selective 

Service System Form 127 [CURRENT 
INFORMATION QUESTIONNAIRE] or 
SSS Form 100 [CLASSIFICATION QUES
TIONNAIRE] and forwarded thi s certifica
tion of the individual's status as a "Member 
of a Reserve component" to hi s local draft 
board. On both forms , above the signature 
block, this notice is printed: 

"NOTICE - Impri sonment fo r not 
more than 5 years or a fine of not more than 
$ 10,000, or both such fine and imprison
ment, is provided by law as a penalty fo r 
knowingly making or being a party to the 
making of any fa lse statement or certificate 
regarding or bearing upon a class ification." 
SSS Form JOO adds this citation after the 
quoted notice, "(Military Selective Service 
Act of 1967.)" 

3. Upon the registrant's "Enlistment or 
appointment in a Reserve Component of the 
Army," the unit which held his Military 
Personnel Records Jacket (DA Form 201) 
completed DD Form 44 (RECORD OF 
MILITARY STATUS OF REGISTRANT) 
in triplicate and distributed the copies as 
specified in Army Regulation 135-90: 

"(l) Original copy to the appro
priate [local draft] board. 

"(2) Duplicate copy to the indi
vidual concerned ... 

"(3) Triplicate copy to be pl aced 
in the member's DA Form 201 .. . " 

4. The local draft board first determined 
that a reopening of the registrant 's fi le was 
merited and then examined both the written 

information submitted by the registrant and 
the confirming written documentation (in 
this case, the DD 44) . Next, the board took 
a formal vote of the board members on the 
registrant's request for reclassification. The 
board recorded their vote by listing the 
identity of the registrant, the date on which 
his case was considered, and the decision 
reached. 

5. The board then mailed to the regis
trants the notice of their decision, using SSS 
Form 110 (NOTICE OF CLASSIFICA
TION). It was common for this form to be 
mailed on the same day that the local board 
voted on the reclassification request. 
Federal law required that each registrant 
"must keep in his personal possession ... at 
all times" SSS Form 110 and SSS Form 2 
(REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE). 

In the 1968 version of The Student~· 

Guide To Military Service, Michael 
Harwood discu ssed "Enli stment in the 
Reserves" and said, "As of March 1968, 
applicants were accepted into ready reserve 
units in thi s order .. . " He then listed seven 
categories of applicants for joining such 
units, starting with Category (I): "Members 
of the ready reserve who desired to reen
list." The final, and lowest priority category 
of the seven, was the one in which Berger 
found himself: "(7) Non-prior service appli
cants over 18-1/2 years old, and then only 
after a unit commander had determined that 
there were no available and qualified appli
cants in the first six categories." 
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Lotteries Are for Losers 
The evidence is overwhelming and com

pelling that Berger did not obtain his defer
ment through the normal chance and cir
cumstance of routine application to the 
l 14th Personnel Service Company. 

Again, the above five-step procedure is 
how the law and Selective Service System 
and Army Reserve regulations specify the 
system should have worked. 

And here again are the key dates, record
ed in Berger's Selective Service and Army 
Reserve fi les, of hi s Mi raculous Deferment: 

• 21 March 1968: Berger reclassified 
from 2-S to 1-D. 

• 28 May 1968: Berger enlisted in the 
Army Reserve. 

Note that this reversal of normal proce
dure meant that Berger didn ' t join the ll4th 
AG Personnel Services Company unti l 68 
days after gaining his coveted deferment. 
This 1-D deferment allowed Berger to finish 
his Harvard Law School degree with rela
tively minor disruption. But far more impor
tantly, it ensured tl1at Berger did not partici
pate in the Southeast Asian War Games. 

The most likely explanation for Berger's 
Miraculous Deferment is that hi s draft 
board received a bogus certification (DD 
Form 44) that the Harvard law student was 
a "Member of a Reserve component. .. . " 
(The legal responsibility for reporting accu
rate and timely information on a change in 
the registrant's status fell fu lly and squarely 

upon the registrant, under penalty of being 
declared "delinquent." Being placed in that 
status meant a strong likelihood of immedi
ate induction.) 

Since we' re dealing with events in the 
days before faxes and e-mail , the reclassifi
cation date of March 21 meant that Berger 's 
letter requesting reopening of his fil e and 
reclass ification was mailed to the respective 
local board some several days before tl1e 
rec lassification took place. Add in an 
unknown number of days for processing 
time by the local boards and it is reasonable 
to assume that Berger 's request was mailed 
by 15 March or thereabouts. 

The available records are incomplete 
and critical documents - DD Form 44, 
SSS Forms 2, 100 and 127 - are not avail
able. It is important to note that there is no 
direct evidence that Berger directly partici
pated in what amounted to fraudulent 
manipulation of the Selective Service 
System. But, it's ludicrous to 'imagine that 
he was not aware of the proper and normal 
seq uence of requesting that hi s file be 
reopened and that a reclassification action 
be conducted to obtain the coveted 1-D 
deferment. 

When the SSS Form 110 (NOTICE OF 
CLASSIFICATION) aITived with the new 
1-D deferment, Berger had a positive duty 
to report the eITor to his board. Failure to 
keep the board accurately informed on a 
timely basis (10 days was the specified legal 
requirement) of "any fact that might result 

in the registrant being placed in a different 
class ification" could have placed him at risk 
of being decl ared delinquent and being 
immediately inducted. 

Given the serious potential conse
quences that being drafted might well have 
had, it s difficult to believe that the Harvard 
Law School student was not aware that his 
reclassification to 1-D on 21 March 1968 
was based upon erroneous (at best) or even 
false information. Identifying the person 
who supplied the bogus information to 
Berger 's draft board that he bad enlisted in 
the Army Reserve sometime prior to 21 
March is probably the key is understanding 
Berger's own role. 

In the August 1999 New York Times pro
fil e mentioned above, reporter R.W. Apple, 
Jr. , quoted Berger on how growing up in a 
small town in New York had affected him: 

"My perspectives are still more 
Mi llerton 1960 than Washington 2000. The 
small town sense of community and social 
responsibility - that's the lasting imprint 
of Millerton on me." Spoken with all the 
sincerity of someone truly in tune with the 
values of his boss , William Jefferson 
Clinton. Slick Willie is no doubt proud of 
hi s good friend , Sandy Berger, who did 
just what Clinton had done - sent other 
young Americans to serve, and perhaps 
die, in his place. 

Roger Charles is a former Marine COJps 
officer and a frequent contributor to SOF. ~ 
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Command Guidance 
Continued from page 4 

my vote doesn ' t count, they're all crooks 
and it doesn't make any difference, I gave 
$5 to Quail Unlimited so I don't need to 
vote, yadda, yadda, yadda. Well, here's the 
bottom line . .. your vote does not count if 
you don ' t use it. If you don ' t vote, then 
effectively you are on the same side as 
Rosie O'Donnell, Sarah Brady, Bill and 
Hillary, Al Gore, Teddy Kennedy, Charles 
Schumer and every other low-life bottom 
feeder who knows what's good for you. If 
you don ' t vote like a gun owner, you are a 
butt-boy for the anti-gunners, and you bend 
over to please them. 

Think about it. 75-80 million gun own
ers in thi s country; only 3.6 million NRA 
members, and who knows how many active 
pro-gu.n-voting gun owners. You can argue 
all you want about your inalienable rights. 
Rights are like body parts; they only work if 
you exercise them. And yours are looking 
pretty fl accid right now. If you don't vote in 
the next election, your enemies will elect a 
president who will be able to name three or 
four new Supreme Court justices. Which 
means that by the 2004 election, you will 
have no guns. And shortly after that, you 
will have no vote and no rights. And you 
know what? If you let that happen, it will be 
exactly what you deserve! ~ 

I Was There 
Continued from page 44 

The anxiety level started creeping up again 
as our driver 1) had to check his oil , 2) get 
something to eat, 3) get gas and 4) find some
thing to drink. On top of this, we had been 
informed that all taxi drivers were Pakistani 
police informants. So what do I do if our 
friend, Abdul, 5) "has to make a phone call?" 
Cold-cock him or just go quietly to jail? 

No phone call was made, however, and we 
were soon on the road to Islamabad. I reclined 
back into the cracked leather seat, until .. . 

"Driver, what's that up ahead there about 
200 meters?" I queried. "Ah, sahib, nothing 
to worry about, is only army roadblock 
checking for guns and drugs to Islamabad." 

I came out of my seat like a shot. Guns 
and drugs to Islamabad my ass! It's Brown 
and Peters to the slammer, and Lt. Col. 
Nincompoop had said, "No problems." I was 
going to strangle the little son-of-a-bitch 
when I got to the embassy. I was getting 
ideas ... boiling oil, the rack, bamboo splin
ters, disembowelment ... maybe even make 
him Listen to SOF Technical Editor Peter G. 
Kokalis evaluate the merits of the Thompson 
and the Sten for a whole day. Ouch! 

Over the next tlu·ee hours, there were five, 
maybe six, more checkpoints like the first 
one. "Abdul, what is ... ," I would ask, only 
to hear, "Oh no problem, is only being check-

point for .. . " My anxiety level was now on 
white-hot rage. I wouldn't have the patience 
to torture poor Lt. Col. Nincompoop. I was 
going to fire 5,000 rounds of 5.45 up his ass 
in one big glorious burst. 

The last roadblock came into view. "And 
THIS one, driver?" I asked, smoke wafting 
slowly from my ears. "Ah, to check driver's 
papers and license. I have neither. No prob
lem." Ah, well , maybe we can con the 
authorities to send Abdul to jail with us, too. 
That would be some consolation, anyway. 

Strangely, we made it through all the 
checkpoints . How? I don 't know. Maybe 
Allah does. Maybe the guards just thought 
gringos in a Mercedes shouldn't be screwed 
with. At any rate, after getting lost on his 
way, Abdul finally pulled up at the embassy. 

Fortunately, the good Lt. Col. Nincom
poop was not there. So the delicately col
ored Persian rugs would not have to be 
cleaned of bloodstains, and I would not end 
up in jail, after all. 

Colonel Harold Mauger, Defense and Air 
Attache, greeted us, calmed me down, and the 
ammo counted, gave me a receipt and 
promised a Jetter of appreciation. Doc Peters 
just looked on and smiled. He hadn' t cracked 
a single expletive during the entire trip over. 
A cooler dude than he, I know not. Maybe he 
had taken some weird Pakistani pills. 

So the mission was accomplished. The 
ammo was delivered and SOF was $1,500 
richer. Was it worth it? Not in your wildest 
dreams, sahib !" ~ 
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Michael Echanis 
Continued from page 89 

saw Mike, he was looking badly. I said, 
'Mike, you 've got to exercise and use 
those muscles. You' ve got to really get on 
it.' Mike did more than an average indi
vidual would do. If he hadn't he would 
have been a cripple. " 

After m.an.y months of pailiful and frus 
trating rehab, Mike began pumping iron and 
resumed an activity which became a voca
tion - martial arts. He eventually relocated 
to LA to study under Joo Bang Lee, Supreme 
Grand Master of Hwa rang Do, an " ... eso
teric [Korean] martial art stressing mental 
training as much as physical. Echanis 
became so proficient that he was promoted 
to Sul San, master of infiltration, thus 
becoming the .firs t American so honored. " 

His martial arts career burgeoned and 
he eventually went under DoD contract to 
teach his unique hand-to-hand fighting 
techniques to the U.S. Army Special Forces 
at Fort Bragg, NC, as well as to Rangers 
and Navy SEALs. 

While at Bragg, both Mike and Chuck 
Sanders were recruited by Anastasio 
Somoza Protecarro, son of Nicarguan 
President Anastasio Somoza Debayle. After 
journeying to Nicaragua, then of course 
experiencing the horrors of guerrilla war
fa re, Echan.is became chief instructor (and 
leader) of the Nicargauan Anti-Terrorist 
Commandos and of President Somoza s per
sona/ bodyguard cadre. 

Mike was a dedicated anti-Communist 
and he strongly f elt that the Somoza regime 
was the only thing standing between 
Nicaragua and Communism and thars how 
he j ustified his position there. He was cer
tainly not a mercena1y. He liked money and 
wanted to be well paid but he was in no way 
there solely fo r it alone. 

During the seizing of the capitol by 
Sandinistas on 22 August 1978, Echanis led 
several truckloads of his 70-plus black
bereted commandos to the scene. Echanis 
had drawn up plans to retake the capitol 
[the National Palace] fo r the chiefs of staff. 

The enemy shot up the lead truck and 
killed one of Echanis' captains. Although 
Echanis wanted to attack at once, the radio 
ordered him to hold off 

"My unit could have taken the build
ing in less than 20 minutes. I estimated up 
to 200 to 300 hostages would be killed. 
The plan was to attack the building with 
tan.ks and blow the doors wi1h recoilless 
rifles . ... " His plan was not to be, and his 
career was nearing its end. 

On 8 September 1978, whether due to 
po litical intrig ues, or perhaps guerrill a 
action, M ike Echanis, C huck Sanders, 
Nguyen van "Bobby" Nguyen and 
Brigad ier General Jose Ivan Alegret Perez, 
Operati ons Chief of the N icaraguan 
NationaJ Guard were ki lled as their Aero 
Commander exploded and plummeted in to 
Lake N icaragua. ~ 
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Combat Weapancraft 
Continued from page 24 

flashlight won ' t. Train to the fact that the 
flashlight may work but the rifle won' t. 
Train to the fact the light may come on and, 
I am drawing incoming fi re and the light 
won' t go off 

Wi th practice and ex posure about all of 
the current handgun fl ashlight techniques 
will work with the rifle. Some techniques 
may require a sli ght modificati on based on 
the rifle operator 's upper body strength. 

Harries, Dr Crossed 
Using the same technique as you woul d 

with a handgun , the Harries, or Crossed, 
wrist technique contacts and supports the 
underside of the fo rearm on the rifle. T he 
fl ashlight hand e lbow may be required to be 
slightly higher than with a handgun to he lp 
support the rifle weight. As with the hand
gun, this techniques works great fo r every
thing except c learing hard ri ght corners. 

Uncrossed 
Using this technique requires the user to 

have pretty decent upper body and arm 
strength. In this method the operator simply 
uncrosses the wrist from under the fo rearm 
of the rifle and has the fl ashlight parallel to 
the rifle barrel along side the forearm. T he 
reason you need more upper body strength is 

10 0 

because in reali ty you are holding the rifle 
with one hand. This is a quick fi x to the over 
exposure of the operator on right hand cor
ners. As the operator approaches the right 
hand corner in the crossed technique, simply 
uncross, minimizing body and head expo
sure as you clear the right corner. Once clear 
and around the corner the operator can cross 
under the forearm and reacquire wrist con
tact and support fo r the front of the rifle. 

Rogers I Ayoob 
Upper body SLTength or the weight of the 

rifle can affect both the Rogers and Ayoob 
techniques. The Rogers style requires a fl ash
light with a rear activation button while the 
Ayoob usually addresses an older style light 
with pressure switches on the body of the 
flashlight. ln both techniques the strong hand 
and a.rm is holding the rifle while the opposite 
hand holds the light along side the fo rearm of 
the rifle. These are functional but can be tiring. 

Chapman 
Chapman modified for the rifle is very 

similar to the Rogers/Ayoob. The light is in 
the same location as the Rogers/ Ayoob tech
nique but the variable is that some of the fin
gers of the support hand holding the light a.re 
extended to contact the underside of the fore
arm so there is some support for the ri fi e. 

Fuentes 
The Fuentes is a good combination of 

support fo r the rifle and the fl ashlight. In 

this technique, which requires there either 
be no sling or that the sling is moved out of 
the way of the underside of the rifle fore
arm, the rifle is he ld by the strong hand and 
the fl ashlight is centered under the rifle wi th 
the opposite hand. The flashlight with a 
rear-mounted switch is compressed by the 
left hand rearward so that press ing against 
the front of the magazine well activates the 
switch. The move turns the light on fo r 
searching and fo rward movement releases 
pressure letting the light turn off. Jn the 
process the opposite hand is helping to sup
port the weight of the rifle. 

Muzzle Signature 
As a closing thought please make an 

attempt to shoot your rifle in low- or no
light environments to see fo r yourself what 
kind of muzzle signature or fl ash you pro
ject. The people you encounter may be stu
pid, but they probably won't be dumb. 
When you fire, if you have excessive muz
zle fl ash there is a strong likelihood that 
people can and will shoot at this signature. 
Shoot and test as many kinds of ammunition 
as you can so that you can get what works 
best in your ri fie . Pre-ban and post-ban bar
re ls wi th fl ash suppressors or a barrel with
out a flash hider can proj ect extremely d if
ferent kinds o f signatures. 

You might be wise to consider putting 
altered light rifle firing techniques in to your 
toolbox now. 

Before you need them. ~ 

If you are in the trenches you can count on this no nonsense, fatal commitinenJ.toal ••• it . 
will not fail! SOF Publisher Lt. Col. Robert K. Browa hC1$ personally chosen the rll'e 
Strike" from the extensive selection at TOPS Knives. '7bls Is a must haveJ:!: of 

gear." Each knife comes with a KYDEX sheath anclcr.cerf · of. 
authenticity signed by Col. Brown and Mike Fuller pres~ent of 

TOPS knives. You will be:pwestrUck by this 12" high 
carbon masterpiece.~e· Stfle-, ·sfftmgth; and 

capability speak for· theiff~tnSi 
' . . 
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Combat Medics 
Continued from page 93 

Since 1992, RRil has sent teams on an 
annual basis to the Thai-Burma border area to 
assist the Karen, an ethnic minority hil l peo
ple who have been the victims of ethnic 
cleansing by the military dictatorship in 
Rangoon. These tean1s are usually led by 
John Peters, MD, a Nevada physician with 
over three decades of humanitarian service, 
or by RRII's current president, John Padgett, 
PA-C, a former Special Forces medic with 
extensive Southeast Asia experience. RRII's 
trauma management capability was signifi
cantly upgraded in 1994 when David 
Mohler, MD, an orthopedic surgeon and 
trauma speciali st, joined the organization. 
The teams have also provided humanitarian 
assistance to other hill tribes such as the 
Karenni and Shan, who are also resisting the 
tyranny of Burma's military government. 

In 1995, PA Padgett began expanding 
efforts in Southeast Asia, working with the 
National Hospital and physicians in 
Cambodia, where the medical situation is 
somewhere between grim and ·disastrous, to 
provide medical equipment and training for 
those who care for victims of the Khmer 
Rouge terror, to include mine inj uries and 
tropical medicine cases. 

In 1995 Dr. Peters Jed the first of a seri.es 
of annual teams that have brought signifi
cant help to Nicaraguan health organiza
tions, serving the medical needs on the 
underserved east coast, where some 85 ,000 
indigenous Indian and Creole people li ve. 
In this remote and poverty-stricken area, 
RRII has provided medical treatment, and 
large amounts of medical equipment and 
supplies, as well as training the local health 
workers and Jay people. 

RRII has also had teams in Rwanda, 
Kosovo and the portion of Afghanistan not 
occupied by the Taliban militia. 

All of RRJI's team members and lead
ership are unpaid volunteers ; most are mil
itary veterans. Most of the time they are 
working at trying to make a living, but they 
will take what time they can to go to some 
malaria ridden jungle or bombed out vil
lage to render medical care or instruct oth
ers in lifesav ing techniques; to start a jun
gle hospi ta l or medical evacuation system; 
to save the lives of perfect strangers. 

RRII, tax number 74-2255573, ex ists 
with the tax-exempt donations of its sup
porters. Corporate sponsorship is welcome, 
as are donations of any amount. Federal 
employees, please look for RRII on the 
Combi ned Federal Campaign for charity 
giving. It also welcomes donations of non
perishable medical supplies and equipment. 

RRII cannot accept any controlled drugs 
or expired medications . 

Refugee Relief In ternational, Inc., 
2995 Woodside Road, Woodside, CA 
94026; phone: 650-363-1114; website: 
www. refugee relief org . ~ 
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25 Years Of SOF 
Continued from page 68 

became impossib le to ignore what was being done by the ma ver
ick publication. 

One of the consequences is that there are governments, 
defense departments and dipl omatic offices all over the world on 
the magazine's subscription li st. 

Among some of the intelli gence coups notched up over the 
years, was the tes t and evaluation of the first Russ ian 30mm auto
matic grenade launcher round, brought Stateside by Tom Reisinger, 
then bei ng used to effect by Soviet fo rces in Afghani stan. 
Washington had known about the AGS-17, dubbed Planya (flame) 
for a while, but until then, American defense experts hadn ' t been 
able to gain reli able information on the weapon. 

An SOF team so lved that. 
After a year of negoti ations 
and the cross ing of many 
palms with greenbacks, a 
staffer got hold of an AGS-17 
in Darra in Paki stan 's 
Northern Fro nti er Di stri ct. 
SOF's Technical Editor Peter 
Kokalis test-fired it , stripped 
it down and made an evalua
tion of the weapon on video 
which was eventuall y offered 
for sale in SOF for $39.95 a 
copy. It 's still ava il ab le! 

That came only after a 
com ple te report had been 
clandestinely handed to the 
defense attache at the U.S. 

Embassy in Islamabad , 
Pakistan . 

Also to emerge from that 
exercise was the first report, 
together with photos (wh ich 
appeared in the February ' 83 
issue) of Russ ia's RPG- 18, a 
direct copy of the U.S. 
Army's li ght anti-tank 
weapon or LAW. According 
to Soviet speciali st, Davi d 
Isby, then on the SOF mast
head, the RPG-1 8 had been 
built by Russian scientists, as 
usual resorting to reverse engi
neering to copy Western 
weapons' advances. One of 

lsby's conclusions was that " it had greater penetration than would 
otherwise have been expected from a weapon of 63.5 mm ca liber. " 

Ploys 'R' Us 
Other tech intelligence reports brought out of Afghani stan by 

Isby included the OG-7 high ex plosive anti-tank (HEAT) grenade 
for the RPG-7 , an RP0-50 flame rocket launcher, a Valil ek 82mm 
self- propelled mortar as well as a revoluti onary new ShM gas 
mask which indicated that the Soviets contemplated using deadly 
nerve agents in that war (see August '83 edition) . 

That was fo llowed , in short shrift, by a sound suppressor for 
the AKM carbine, an MON-50 Sov ie t Clay more-type mine, a 
rocket-prope ll ed RPG-16 HEAT grenade, a particularl y deadly 
flechette-type shell for the AGS- 17 and the AKM-mounted BG-
15 40mm grenade launcher (see "Soviet BG-15": July '85). 

Another time, a highl y decorated, multi-tour Vietnam veteran, 
Larry Dring, arrived in Boulder after a training miss ion in 
Lebanon and gentl y deposited half a dozen UZRG detonators 
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Small Arms Review readers have been asking us to do this since SAR started about three years ago. 
After about six months of careful planning and talking with many of the readers to see what they really 
wanted, we came up with the following format for the SAR 2000 Gun Show. 

The SAR 2000 Gun Show is being attached to the December 2-3, 2000 gun show put on by Cross
roads of the West Gun Shows. This is at the Arizona State Fairgrounds in Phoenix, AZ. Bob Templeton 
from Crossroads runs scores of the best gw1 shows in the Southwest United States, and SAR has been 
a regular at some of them. The SAR 2000 Gun Show will be in buildings adjacent to the regular show, 
with plenty of signs and announcements to encourage the attendees into our display areas. 

Other events at the show- we are not running a shoot, but hear that there may be one put on locally 
that week on Wednesday and Thursday. There will be cash prizes for the "Collector's Display"- contact 
SAR for more info if you would like to participate in that. Saturday night there will be a gathering- we 
haven't finalized on a banquet or a barbecue (Tickets will be available ahead of time). Booths are 
available for those interested. If you wish to have tables set up at the show for sales, please contact 
Joanne at SAR at (207)876-1141. Deadline to reserve booth and table space is November 3, 2000. 

Show Hours: Saturday 9am to Spm, Sunday 9am to 4pm Admission: $8- per person 

Greater Phoenix Chamber of Commerce: for those who wish to find out other activities in the Phoenix 
area, the chamber of commerce website is www.phoenixchamber.com 

There are many hotels in the Phoenix area. Here are some that have agreed to give SAR 
attendees a special rate . Please mention the SAR show when you make your reservations: 

Super 8 1242 N. 53rd Ave, Phoenix 602-415-0888 $53 .99 night 
Ramada 401 N. First St., Phoenix ... 602-258-3411 $69.00 night 
Budget Suites 611 W. Indian School Rd, Phoenix 800-932-0044 $59.50 night 
Comfort Inn 5050 N. Black Canyon Hwy, Phoenix 602-242-8011 $55 .95 night 

Behavior: SAR does not wish to tell people how to act. However, since 
this is our show, and we expect it to be very public, we reserve the right 
to ask people who act detrimentally towards our public image as re
sponsible firearms owners to leave our show.- Dan 

Small Arms Review - 223 Sugar Hill Road - Harmony, ME 04942 
(207)683-2959 Phone (207)683-2172 Fax Feel free to copy this coupon 

www.smallannsreview.com and ive it to our riends . 

NOVEMBER 2000 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 25th Anniversary Issue 
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Bring this coupon to the 
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SAR 2000 Gunshow De
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from a Russ ian F-1 gre nade . 
Just then , with these deadl y 

and possibly unstable devices 
on hi s desk, Brown had to 
decide what to do. He ca lled 
an FB L agent that he knew in 
De nve r. The co nversati o n 
went something like thi s: 

"Pete, le t's say, just hypo
theti ca ll y, that l have just had 
some Soviet explosive dev ices 
fro m Lebanon delivered to my 
office. T hat's all pure conjec
ture, of course." 

"OK, so it's hypothet ical. 
Why do you thin k the FB ! 
might be interes ted?" 

" Because, thi s hypothetica l 
stuff, being Soviet and something new, would probabl y be of inter
es t to the guys in Washington who dea l with these things" 

"Yes, then I suppose the FBL would de finite ly be interes ted," the 
agent answered . 

"And, still being hypothetica l, you wouldn ' t be ab le to reme m
ber where you got it. " 

" Yeah, exactl y. My mind would go compl ete ly blank, especia lly 
if it's that va luable ." 

"We ll Pete, then I think you better come on over and collec t it. " 
Encl of story. 

Future Shocks 
By the n Brown had struc k up a good working re la ti onship 

with the Defense Department. Se ns in g the poss ibility of making a 
few buc ks in future e ntre pre neuri al weapons dea ls, he e ventua ll y 
pe rsuaded th e Do D's li ttl e know n Fo re ig n Sc ie nce a nd 
Technology Center (FSTC) - which has the res po nsibility for 

c:.z 75 
Realistic reproduction of 
famous CZ 75 auto pistol. 
Authentic, full size, fully 
operative, weighs and 
feels like the real thing. 
Holds 18 rounds and fires 
in single or double action. 
May be disassembled and 
reassembled. FREE holster as shown below. 

§14g_50 §174.50 
BLUE FINISH CHROME FINISH 

+ $9 Insured S / H 
ORDER TULL-FREE 

obtaining fore ign military equipment - to g ive him a "s hopp ing 
li s t" of the ir more immediate needs. He also asked for the prices 
that the DoD was willing to pay for so me of the more c heri shed 
ite ms in Ivan' s armory. 

The result was a fasc inating insight to some of die machinations 
o f a U.S. in tell igence organization . 

For in stance, Brown was told that a container of Sov ie t 
ne rve gas wou ld fetc h $250,000. He wo uld get half tha t for a 
bott le of in capac itating gas. They told him that a complete 
AGS - 17 g re nade launcher wo uld brin g in $65,000 . T hi s was 
a lm ost as much fun as being a pirate with a le tter of marque, 
and a lthou g h not a ll Brown 's s uccesses can be editor ia l g ri s t, 
fo r a recounting of one such ep isode, see "I Was There" o n page 
42 of thi s issue. 

But over the years the most va luable commodity SOF has 
brought o ut from behind the lines is the truth, as Brown a nd hi s 
intrepid band of " parti c ipatory journa li sts" observed it a t grunt 

level. Brown inte nds to charge 
headlon g into the nex t 
Millennium and the nex t 25 
years of SOF, continuing the 
journalistic battle with all ene
mies of liberty - foreign and 
domestic. "It 's been a he lluva a 
ride so far," he notes w ith a 
gleam in hi s eye," ... but there 's 
lots more work to be clone." 

A qui c k pe rusa l of any 
day ' s headlines confirms that 
he is right. 

Al J. Venter is SOF's 
Contributing Editor for Africa, 
and has been with the magazine 
since its early days. ~ 
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~ ,, Military & Technical 
Manuals On CD ROM 

These CD's can be read by every version of Windows. Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been formatted into .pdf files, so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD's. 
These programs can be run directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to your printer, or copied to your computer for use in word processing, etc. 

Marines! $19.95 ,,, e 
This collection includes Marine Guidebook for Essential Subjects, Warfighting, Engi11eer Operations, Marine Rifle 
Company and Platoon, Scouting and Patrolling, Raid Ops Combat Water Survival, Urban Ops, Riverine Ops, 
Drill & Ceremonies, and more.. ~ 

Ranger Training $19.95 ''' (Manuals & Movie!) ~ 
All of the manuals for Ranger School: Camouflage, Explosives, FiTst Aid, PT, Map Reading, Combat Skills, Ranger 
Handbook, Desert Ops, Solders Manual of Common Tasks, M16, M60, M203 and more. This CD-ROM also includes a 
movie showing Ranger Training, which will play on yom computer screen. The movie takes you through the training for 
alJ of the different phases of Ranger School. 

FM-200 $19.95 ,,, 
A set of 200 U.S. Army field manuals for Armor, Artillery, Aviation, Engineering, Medical, MP, NBC, Operations, PT, 
Radio, Security, Survival, Weapons and more. 

Spec Ops $19.95''' 
Includes the Special Forces Guerrilla Waiiare manuals, SP Ops, Recon Tactics, Sniper, Scout, and Pathfinder manuals. 
Also Desert Ops, Jungle Ops, River crossing, Northern Ops, FM21-76 Survival, FM21-75 Combat Skills, and the Ranger 
Handbook. A total of 33 manuals. · 

FM-50G $19.95 ,,, 
This CD includes manuals for the SKS, MlGarand, MK19, AK-47, Sten, Lee Enfield, M14, M16, M60, MAC, FN-FAL, 
P38, M24 Sniper Rifle, M9 pistol, M1911Al Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals. 

E.O.D. $19.95 * 
This CD contains the Improvised Munjtions Handbook, TM31-200-1 Unconventional Warfare Devices, TM31-201-1 
Incendiaries, Book of Expedient Mixtures, FM5-250, Boobytraps and others. 

Medics $19.95 ''' 
Includes FMS-230 Medical Specialist, FM8-36 Aidmans Medical Guide, FM21-11 First Aid for Soldiers, The Special 
Forces Medical Handbook and more. 

Skills $19.95 ,,, 
A collection of skill training manuals as only the Armed Forces can do it. It includes manuals on Carpentry, Plumbing 
and Pipefitting, Heating, Ventilation, Concrete, Sewage, Masomy, Hydraulics, Pier Construction, engineering and many 
others. These are HOW-TO manuals, with lots of diagrams and step-by-step instructions on construction techniques, 
materials, and planning. Build a wall, pour a foundation , add a room, design and build a complete structure. It's all here. 

Jeeps! $19.95 ''' / 

A collection of TMs for the WillysMB, M38, M38A, Ml 70, M151, M718, M825 and Ford GPW. 
I 

3/4 Ton Vehicles $19.95 * 
A collection of TMs for M37, M43, M201, M42. lncludes Operators, maintenance, power train, and engine manuals. 
Also parts tisdng, tools and more. 

Visit our web site for a complete listing 
of all manuals on our CD-ROMS 
http://www.military-media.com 

Call toll free to order 

1-800-321-2974 
You may also order by mail: 

Military Media 
PMB321 

7454 Lancaster Pike 
Hockessin, DE 19707 

$5. 0 shipping and handling to total order; $7.50 outside USA. MasterCard and Visa welcome. 
s@militar;y-media.<:::om Inquiries: 1-610-268-5077 Orders: 1-800-321-2974 Fax: 1-610-268-0466 



The Sting 
Continued from page 79 

Two Americans were spotted working 
on Vietnamese or Russian light aircraft 
that flew in to M uong Sai. Whether they 
were housed at the prisoner compound or 
at a ho lding area 3 to S lcilometers away at 
a cave complex called Na Do - we're 
unsure. 

Zabitosky said, "I waited for a report 
that one of those Americans was black 
(Dri ver was an African-American) but 
neither came up with that. Since I'd seen 
a recent photo purportin g to be Roy 
Townley in a hospital bed, gut fee ling told 
me that the two Americans were Townley 
and Ritter. See why the Company was so 
interes ted in Muong Sai? They were their 
boys !" 

But what then of the "4" or " 10" or " 18" 
or "22" others? We may never know, since 
Dave Klax ton zippered his mouth, secured 
hi s wallet in-pocket - and kept his mass ive 
ego firmly engaged. 

Not a baht was shelled out to Zabitosky 
or our witnesses to even defray personal trav
el expenses to Chiang Mai, where interroga
tion sessions were conducted at The Prince 
Hotel; the polygraph exams were adminis
tered at The Railway Hotel ... all of which 
Zab was not allowed to attend, CMH or not. 

One irate and disenchanted Medal of 

SOF medic Tom Reisinger (former SF) teaches 
medical class while men of Laos United 
Liberation Front watch. Medical assistance 
was direly needed. Many men had never seen 
a westerner before. 

Honor recipient departed Bangkok just 
clays after. 

A "Boon" To Bill's Ettorts 
Bill Young, meanwhile, was poli shing 

up hi s icing-atop-cake scam: One "Colone l" 
Bounleut Saycocie, future savior of Laos, 
was just down from China with an all eged 
bevy of troops aching to utili ze their recent 
training. 

Young, lau ghing off any comparision to 
Zab's former rabble at "Liberty City," 
crowed that Colonel Bounleut's guerrillas 

· i (yet to be seen) were the only offic ially 
~ orda ined and feasi bl e uni t to take 

Sayaboury Province. 
Altering the face of Laos was hardly 

Brown's objective but snaggi ng some 
MIAs and generating income fo r hi s 
magazine (in exactly that order) was . He, 
therefore, decided to pl ay another round 
with B ill Young, on the off-chance that 
supportin g Bo unleut would fina ll y 
pay-off. 

Retired Air Force Brigadier, Hany C. 
"Heinie" Aderho lt, paid a vis it to 
Bangkok on a furnjture-buyi ng expedi
tion and tlu·ew in with us for a few days. 
Skeptical of Young, he utilized some of 

hi s contacts who warned Brown to be wary. 
Locatin g a fi ve-bedroom penthouse 

apartment on Soi 48, Sukhumvit Road , 
Bangkok, we moved in lock, stock and 
typewriters. A full-time cook went on the 
payroll , courtesy of Bill Young (one of hi s 
Wa buddies from parts north). 

Promising that Bounleut's "army" was 
just about to pull off the Sayaboury 
Province caper, Young again had us p laying 
hi s waiting game while - as always -
cautioning us aga inst meeting directl y any 
of the key Thai or Laoti an players. Mo 
Steinberg was still vouc hing for Bill, as 
were others, so we checked our attitudes at 
the door and allowed Bi ll to deal the hand. 

He stuck to his game plan , bringing to 
town from Chiang Mai an inte ll operati ve 
named "Sam," then began chairing lengthy 
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How To Win Every Fight And Never Feel Fear ... I Guarantee To Show You ... 

How To Expose 'The Biggest Lie 01 Fighting' 
Plusl How To Eradicate 

The Paralyzing Emotion 01 Fear Forever! 
Reap The Benefits Of Scientific Research In Just Hours, Not Years And Be UNDEFEATABLE In Every 
Aspect Of Life! 

Sounds Too Good To Be True? Call 800-897-5492 And Get Your FREE Report Now! You Have Nothing To Lose ••• Except Your Fear!!! 
Warning: You must be 18 years or older to receive this Special Report 

Dear Friend, 
Did you know it is possible right now to pos

sess MORE real fighting knowledge than the most 
'Grandmasters' in any martial art? In fact knowing 
these closely guarded secrets instantly allows you to 
defeat any opponent. .. regardless of your size or 
strength. More importantly did you also know these 
secrets completely eliminate any feelings of FEAR? 
Yeah right, you say? Who could possibly have the 
balls to make that bold, seemingly outrageous state
ment? Well, I'm about to introduce you to a man 
who's made his livelihood for the last twenty years 
proving that the biggest lie out there is that it takes 
years to become a deadly fighter. 

In Mere Hours My Men Were 
Destroying 'Gurus' With 20 Years In The 

Martial Arts 
I'm a former Navy SEAL (the US Navy's Elite 

Commandos) and in 1987 we were introduced to 
one Jerry Lee Peterson. This guy came to us from 
some, let's just say, 'highly credible' sources within 
our government. At the time the SEAL's were 
searching to standardize the way they taught hand
to-hand fighting to the hard charging SEAL combat 
platoons. We faced the same problems you face 
today; we didn't have twenty years to become 
effective fighters. Our guys needed a program, 
which got them to fight with or without weapons 
and guaranteed they could not be defeated, no mat
ter what the attacker knew about fighting. It needed 
to be quickly learned and easily retained, based on 
natural body movement and had to work regardless 
of size or strength. 

Needless to say EVERY martial art and fight
ing system we tested (and we tested them all: 
Karate, Kung Fu, JKD, Jui Jistu, Sambo ... ) all 
failed the test They either took way to long to learn, 
could not handle modem weapons, failed against 
multiple attackers or required excessive athletic 
coordination. More importantly these 'arts' or 
'sports' were all DEFENSIVE in nature, a term we 
didn't know was a problem ... until we met Jerry. 

This guy comes in and takes 14 SEALs with 
very little hand-to-hand experience and announces 
after a few hours of training them we could put his 
guys up against the most highly experienced fight
~ of the SEAL Teams. I mean some of these 
'gurus' had been trained practically from birth in the 
martial arts. These dudes were feared within the 
tight community of the SEALs and anyone who has 
spent anytime around the "Teams" knows SEAL's 
fear next to nothing. But Peterson insisted and the 
demo went on; to the amazement of all in atten
dance the Peterson-trained SEAL operator 
DESTROYED each and every of the 'gurus' quick
hc and effectively. Not only that, these guys easily 
adapted whether the attackers used fists, kicks, 
grapples, chokes or weapons ... it just didn't matter. 
Jerry's fighters seemed to just focus on taking out 

the attacker (more about this in the FREE report). 
And you too can be just like the Peterson-trained 
SEAL commandos, when your armed with the 
knowledge of his AMAZINGLY effective yet sim
ple to learn fighting system (more on that later). 

The One True Ultimate Fighting 
System 

So who is this Jerry Peterson dude and what 
can his revolutionary fighting system do for YOU? 
Only give you the confidence to never waste anoth
er day of your life fearing another man. Ya see this 
system of his wasn't developed by some ancient 
'grandmaster' with some mystical (or should I say 
questionable) background. Nor was it something 
that was watered down into some 'ultimate competi
tion' that pretends to be real yet has rules and a ref. 
No this system was developed in the harsh jungle 
combat of the Vietnam War. That's where a 19-year
old soldier was literally dropped into a horrific fire
fight after only his 3rd day 'in country' (as they say) 
and what did he do? He felt the paralyzing fear of 
imminent death taking hold of him ... why? Because 
the 'combat training' he had received failed him ... 
he was waiting for someone, anyone to tell him 
what to do, to lead him, yet no one did. So if he was 
going to survive this, it was up to him and guess 
what he did? He got mad, I mean hellfire and brim
stone MAD, and right then and there promised him
self he would never wait for another man to tell him 
what to do. He then looked and found the enemy 
who pinned them down, CHARGED and took them 
out in one smooth action. That was the dawn of 
Special Combat Reactionary Systems (SCARS®). 

You Now Live The Fearless Life With 
The Offensive Mindset™ 

That 19-year-old kid was Jerry Lee Peterson. 
He went on to serve 2 tours as a 'pointman' with 
173rd Airborne Charlie Company. That unit is cred
ited by historians as seeing some of the MOST 
fierce combat of that war and Peterson arguably 
held the most dangerous job at 'point'. It was in 
those jungles that he saw what a defensive mindset 
did to men, how it caused them to freeze and die. 
He survived numerous overrun situations (where the 
enemy outnumbers and actually overruns you) 
requiring hand-to-hand and hand-to-weapon killing. 
This was due to the revelation of what he was later 
to call the Offensive Mindset. The ability not to 
worry or fear what your enemy may do to you and 
only focus on what you are going to do to him 

Have You Ever Felt Fear? 
If you have ever felt even a TWINGE of fear in 

any potentially violent confrontation, if you have 
been training in a 'sport-fighting' or a competition
based system, PLEASE don't risk freezing in a real 
life and death struggle. You need to see this FREE 
special report. You need to get the full story on 
SCARS and the Offensive Mindset. Because what 

your learn in martial arts or 'sportfighting' may get 
you killed. And for those of you who don't think 
they have time to learn to live a fearless life I'm 
here to tell you can, IN A FEW SHORT HOURS, 
completely change the way you view the world and 
never fear any man from that day on. 

Fighting Is Fighting 
With Or Without Weapons 

With SCARS you get THE complete fighting 
system. That's punching, kicking, throwing, grap
pling, joint locks that utilize ALL your natural body 
weapons. Standing up or on the ground, whether 
it's 1 attacker or 3, whether they or you have 
weapons ... THE SCARS principles WORK 
regardless of the threat. You'll get the benefit of the 
$2.5 million dollars that was spent on the academic 
research and the empirical data from real combat 
that's behind the SCARS program. The SEALs 
thought so highly of SCARS they had Jerry design 
3 official courses for the SEALs and create a train
er program, which produced over 200 military 
SCARS Instructors (get the FREE report for all the 
details). You'll possess more fighting knowledge 
less than the top two tenths of one percent of the 
fighting world currently has and you'll get it in a 
clear usable format. You won't need to rely on 
strength or athletic coordination when you combine 
the Offensive Mindset with the secrets of 
Autokinematics™ (sorry, no time to explain 
Autokinematics call for the report). This is what 
you want, this is fighting the way it should, and 
now CAN be quickly and easily learned. Maybe 
these claims are too much for you, maybe you 
think this is just advertising hype and SCARS is 
just a bunch of BS. Well we'll make it easy to find 
out for yourself because ... 

The Call Is Free The Report Is Free 
Listen SCARS will change your life and 

to find out more all you have to do is call 
our 24hr toll free recorded message 

1-800-897-5492 
and leave your name to get your FREE 
REPORT. International call 602-437-3143. 
Get what up to now only the elite members of 
the US and NATO Special Operations 
Community and Federal Agents and some big 
city SWAT teams have received (clients like: 
US Navy SEAL Teams, Army Green Berets, 
members of DELTA force and SEAL TEAM 
SIX, USMC Force Recon, FBI, DEA, 
Treasury .•• ) You have nothing to lose and 
everything to gain. Become what most fight
ers can only dream of being; a true man of 
action, a man without the heavy burden of 
bear holding him back. Call NOW! You have 
only your life to lose if you don't 

If you are on the Internet check out our site at www.scars.com serving you the world over 2417 



Enlighten me. nightly roundtable meets with the esteemed 
"Col." Bounleut. 

Alas, ill winds were soon blowing. The 
revolt in Laos was put on " indefinite hold" 
and, "No, it's not possible to visit the areas 
and involved players. T hat might upset the 
Thais, you know." (We knew! We knew!) 

Reisinger: Just found out from Young 
himself. Ya know that safehouse you were 
payin ' $275 a month for? 

Boun leut was an o ut-and-out fraud. No 
questio n. 

The Summing Up 

Brown talked repeatedly about shitcan
ning Young while wading through a moun
tain of paperwork that Bill & Party pro
duced. Whatever the guy was he was an 
efficient typist; his reports and MOPSUMS, 
extraord inary in volume, content, and imag
ination, were pouring forth with regularity, 
but with no tangible developments. 

Though his operation was stalled, Bill 's 
and his boys', salaries and expenses mount
ed until, Bob decided, during a late-after
noon parley, that Young and cronies would 
be jettisoned forthwith ... and SO F's pricey 
entanglements in POW and Lao Resistance 
projects would be re-evaluated. 

Brown: Okay, T.R. , w hat've we g iven 
Young? · 

Reisinger: To date, 72 thousand and 
change. 

Brown (gulps): Okay, what's he given us? 
Reisinger: Close to zip. You brought him 

aboard to gather MIA in tell. Then . .. 
Brown (b/p rises): When I ta lked of 

shutting things down he latched onto that 
bullshit revolt in Laos. My money's accom
pli shed nothing! 

Reisinger: Yeah, Bob, it has. 
Brown (eyebrow arches): Yeah? 

Brown (eyebrow arches higher along 
wilh his b/p): Yeah, yeah, up-country some
where. 

Reisinger (pause): It's his family home 
... the one in Chiang Mai. 

Brown (goes absolu1ely ballistic!): I've 
been paying that rat bastrarcl 's fucking 
mortgage? 

Young became downright aggravated 
over his reputation's unraveling. B ut Brown 
had a final card to play. 

Jim Coyne had got friendly w ith a 
retired Thai military officer and gently 
broached the subject of our renowned 
"Colo ne l" and was assured a check would 
be run. Brown, ever a fan of palace in trigue 
and one-upmanship, then convened a dinner 
party at an upscale eatery, "The Two 
Vikings," at which Coyne's chum would 
" unexpectedly" turn up. 

The lot of us, including Mo Ste inberg, 
li stened w hile Bill prattled o n about 
Bounleut's potential of becoming virtual 
czar of Laos, when in strides Coyne's Thai 
a migo. Young's potentate turned as white as 
his mentor. 

Drinks and dinner were a tad strained 
but Brown had Young in a vice. Bill and 
Bounleut avoided our looks, obviously find
ing their entrees more inviting. 

Our Thai guest later confirmed that 

Bob Brown, Goel knows how, remained 
remarkably self-contro lled. Minus undue 
fanfare and raving, he ordered our projects 
halted and calmly booked a flight home. 
Young stayed on the dole for another few 
months, tying up assorted loose ends includ
ing the closing of our Bangkok headquarters. 
Will iam Young, the guy who betrayed 
Brown's trust and who got to him for over 70 
grand was nearing his Waterloo. 

We speculate that Wil liam Young actual
ly believed his projects were viable but 
needed embe llishment to access Brown's 
ear - and wallet. In a misguided vis ion of 
midlife grandeur he may have envisioned 
himself as !he operator to take back a por
tion of Laos; maybe even produce some 
genuine info on surviving MIAs. 

But whatever his true motivations no 
excuse sha ll suffice. 

A few of years back, Jim Coyne d ined in 
Bangkok with a c lued-in American ex-pat 
and recounted the Young affair. 

"A real shame," s ighed the retired 
o perator. "What he promotes a lways has 
its grain of truth but this is expanded upon 
until , I think, he really starts to believe his 
own ta les; that his proj ects wi ll succeed if 
sufficiently nurtu red and financed. The 
man's many things ... he's just not like us . 
He ' s just not an American." ~ 

PROFESSIO NAL LOCKSMITHING TOOLS 

MONTHLY SPECIAL 
RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 

(INCLUDES 5 ITEMS) 
1-MD-16 DELUXE SET .. 
1- SCHALGE WAFER SET 

.$59.95 

.$29.95 
1-SESAMEE DECODER ....... ........... . $17.95 
1- WKS PICKS ........................ . $9.95 
1- DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS ......... . $19.95 

MD-16 DELUXE SET ~ SCHLAGE WAFER SET 

WKS PICKS 

~CODER 
Catalog $3.00 - FREE with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery on 
personal check orders. 
Money Orders ship same day received. 

9 All major credit cards accepted. 

A VALUE OF $137.75 

' 

INCLUDES 4 ITEMS 
1-LOCKGUN 
1-ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 
1-SET OF WARDED KEYS 
1-COPY OF THE BOOK 

'LOCKPICKING SIMPLIFIED' 
A VALUE OF $124.40 

LOCKGUN rn• ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 

Send Payment To: 
STEVE ARNOLD'S GUN ROOM 

P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF11 
Dexter, OR 97431 
(541) 726-6360 

www.gun-room.com 
~iiilii:ll!lml21 The law requires all purchases be made in good faith, without 

make believe or fraud by genuine persons within the industry. 

Postage & handling $6.00. Overseas postage add 
30% of total. Must be 18 years of age. 

110 25th Anniversary Issue • SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ NOVE M BER 2000 



Supple lambskin leathe1 in classic bombel-}acket slyle. Heavy· 
duty brass zipper with outside slorm Uap. Nylon lining with poly· 
esterlibelfill. P!eatedbi·swing back. lnsidebreasl pocket. 
Epaulets. Two side entry pocke1s. Knit cuUs and waist band. 
Color: black. 
S-XL $249.95 plus $9.95 S&H per ilem 
XXL -XXXL $259.95 plus $9.95 S&H pei ilem 
Optionals: r SOF berel and dagger logo on bacl<: $25 

Personalization (righl chest. max 15 cha1acters): SS 

The mosl popu1a1 ltying jacket in the world, supplied by Alpha 
Industries lo the U.S. Mililary 101 oYer 40 years. 100% nylon 
Uight satin outei shell with nylon lllghl lining and polyester 
balling interliningl01warm1h.F1ontclosu1esto1m !lap. Knit 
collar. waistband and culls. Combina!ion utility pocket on 
sleeve. Color: Sage, reverses lo International Orange. 
S-XL $79.95 plus $7.95 S&H per ilem 
XXL ·XXXL $84.95 plus $7.95 S&H per ilem 

Optional: Personalization (right ches1. max 15 characters): SS 

Satin outer shell with inner lining for warmth. Two side entry 

pockels. Knit culls and waist band. Perfect for spring and fall . 

Col01:black. 

S-XL $39.95 plus $7.95 S&H per ilem 

XXL-XXXL $44.95 plus $7.95 S&H per ilem 

Optionals: r SOF beret and dagger logo on back: S20 

Pe1sonalizalion (right chesl. max 15 characters): $5 

ORDERING INFO Circle Size Circle Quantity Price Back Logo Personalization Shipping Total 
Embroidery (OPTIONAL· (OPTIONAL· EACH 

Color Circle If Yes) Circle If Yes) 

#JK001 M SOF Leather Bomber Jacket S M L XL red/green @ $249.95 $25.00 $5.00 $9.95 

#JK001 M SOF Leather Bomber Jacket XXL XXXL red/green @ $259.95 $25.00 $5.00 $9.95 

#JK002M SOF Flight Jacket S M L XL red/green @ $79 95 nla $5.00 $7.95 

#JK002M SOF Flight Jacket XXL XXL red/green @ $84.95 nla $5.00 $7.95 

#JK003M SOF Satin Jacket S M L XL red/green @ $39.95 $20.00 $5.00 $7.95 

#JK003M SOF Satin Jacket XXL XXXL red/green @ $44.95 $20.00 $5.00 $7.95 

#H001 M SOF CAP n/a @ $17.95 n/a n/a $3.00 

PERSONALIZATION OPTION: 
Print clearly. One letter per box. 

Maximum 15 characters. 

I I I I I 1 ·1 I I I I I I I I I 



My War In El Saluadar 
Continued from page 87 

the VOG-17 high explosive grenade used in 
the Soviet AGS-17 automatic grenade 
launcher. While it is believed the grenade 
itself was developed and produced in the 
Soviet Union, I am convinced the crude 
M26A2 launcher was of Cuban origin. 

Mar c h 1992 

Back in country to provide Level II 
countersniper training to the ERE, we par
ticipate in a house search that included 26 
ERE members. We served a search warrant 
on a house where kidnappers were suspect
ed of holding Billy Sol, a TACA Airlines 
executive and friend of SOF, who had dis
appeared several months earlier. Warned that 
the alleged kidnappers were heavily armed 
and would probably resist, we raced across 
San Salvador in PN pickup trucks, armed to 
the teeth with everything imaginable, up to 
and including several M203 40mm grenade 
launchers attached to Ml6Al rifles. The ride 
across town proved to be more dangerous 
than our encounter with the house occu
pants. Driving the streets of San Salvador 
was always potentially more lethal than a 
firefight with the FMLN. 

This proved to be my last training 
assignment to El Salvador. Shortly there-

1 SEND Check/MO/MC/Visa To: 
1 OMEGA GROUP LTD . 

Salvadoran trooper sports SOFdecal on M16. 
J uly '85 

after the peace accord was signed. All of the 
immediate reaction battalions, including the 
Atlacatl, were demobiJi zed. The army was 
removed from control over the national 
police and they became known as the 
Policia Nacional Civil. However, their 
civilian General Director was an SOF read
er and a weapons enthusiast. He invited me 
to provide an MPS operators course for the 
PNC swat team. A close friend of mine who 
was a highly experienced police helicopter 
pilot was asked to offer pilot training. 

During this time frame a U.S. Customs 
agent, who invited himself into my home 

#T001 MP5 Shirt 

#T002 Rhodesian Army Shirt 

#T002 Rhodesian Army Shirt 

#T003 Try Burning This One! Shirt 

#T003 Try Burning This One! Shirt 

#T004 Go Ahead And Jump Shirt 

#T004 Go Ahead And Jump Shirt 

#T005 Be A Man Among Men Shirt 

#T005 Be A Man Among Men Shirt 

without a warrant, visited me. He informed 
me that it was no longer possible to trai n in 
a foreign country without State Department 
approval. SOF obtained the required regis
tration and I applied for a permit to tra in the 
PNC. Four months later it was returned with 
a form letter indicating it had been filled out 
incorrectly. With their assistance, I reap
plied . Four months later my application 
was rejected again. I was informed that I 
had failed to provide a detailed course sy l
labus. I did so for both the MPS course and 
helicopter pilot training. Four months later 
we were rejected again, this time because 
we had failed to include a copy of ou r 
"contract" with the PNC. Since we were 
donating our services, there was, of course, 
no contract. 

It was now obvious that the Clinton 
State Department was stonewalling us. In 
addition, they inserted false allegations 
about me into the U.S. Customs computer 
and now every time I return to the United 
States from overseas ass ignment, I am 
stopped and searched as a potentially "non
compliant traveler." 

This recent U.S . Government harass
ment will never rob me of my memories of 
El Salvador. No war that I participated in 
before or since, including Afghanistan, 
Angola/Southwest Africa or Bosnia
Herzegovina came even close to the total 
commitment I gave to El Salvador and its 
people. It was my war. Siempre Atlacatl. 
God, how I loved them! °9( 

$15.00 

XXL XXL @ $17.00 

L XL @ $15.00 

XXL XXXL @ $17.00 

L XL @ $15.00 

XXL XXXL @ $17.00 

L XL @ $15.00 

XXL XXXL @ $17.00 

M L XL @ $15.00 

XXL XXXL @ $17.00 

#H001 SOF Embroidered Cap NEW SIYlE! @ $17.95 
#MP001 NEW SOF 25th Anniversary Mouse Pad @ $10.00 

Sh ipp ing & Hand ling: $3 /1st item; $1 each add'I item. 

: 5735 Arapahoe Ave_· Ste. A5 PLEASEALLows-ewEEKS FoR oEuveRv 

I Boulder, CO 80303 c200'l. Solditr01Fortootku~reouadtrWl<n1Qmeo.aG•aup L1d 

ORDER TOLL FREE: 
800-800-7630 

NAME: _________________ 1..._T_O_T_A_L_,_ ___ ~ 
ADDRESS: t 
CITY: STATE: __ ZIP: ___ ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS I 
PHONE: EMAIL: FOR DELIVERY I 

L- - - - - - - - - - - - -- - - - - - -- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - _ !!:2~'!.''!~ - - - - -- - ------------ - -- - -- - ------ --------- -----------~ 
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not be present. 
3. The total number of entries 
received determines the odds of 
winning. No substitutions or 
mechanically reproduced entries 
allowed. The winner's name will 
become public information. 
4. The winner must be eligible to 
own and possess firearms under 
Federal, State and Local law. All 
firearm transfers shall/will be made 
through federally licensed firearms 
dealers. 
5. All entries must be received no 
later than midnight on March 30th, 
2001. 
6. The winner will be notified at the 
address and phone number 
submitted on his/her coupon. Prize 
must be claimed within 60 days. To 
receive winner information, enclose 
a business size SASE. 
7. The President of FCSPI will 
supervise the drawing. The decision 
will be final. All current and former 
employees, members, officers and 
directors of FCSPI and their 
immediate families are not eligible. 
8. All taxes on any prize are the 
sole responsibility of the promotion 
winner. 

BARRETT M82Al .50 Cal BMG 
DONATION 

CITY ________ STATE ___ ZIP GODE:---'-------:--

PHONE#( __ ) _____ ~ AMOUNT ENCLOSED $._---'---

Multiple donations can be made on this form. Number of donations you wish to make: 
_______ . If you wish to join the Fifty Caliber Shooter's Assn. , Inc, the cost 
is an additional $35/yr. or $65/2yrs. D Please send FCSA membership information. 
Credit Card# Exp. Date ___ _ 

Donations can be made by credit card, check or money order. FCSPI will send you verification 
for each donation received. Winner need not be a member nor be present to win. The winner's 
name will be posted on the FCSPl web page and published in the Fifty Caliber Shooter's Assn., 
Inc. Ve1y High Power magazine. The drawing will be held on March 3 lst, 200 1. Proceeds will be 
used to fund the Fifty Caliber Shooters Policy lnstitute (FCSPI) to preserve our 2nd Amendment 
rights. Participation lists will be held in the strictest confidence. Only the winner's name will 
become public. 

NOTE: any person who donates money to enter the fund raiser for the M82Al .50 caliber rifle 
must meet the qualifications to own a firearm under their existing federal, state and local laws 
governing !ransfer of firearms. The winner is responsible for paying all taxes due and arranging for 
a local Federal Firearms Licensed dealer to accept shipment and execute the transfer 

Please make check or money order payable to: FCSPI 
Mail to: PO Box 111, Monroe, UT., 84754-0111 

•• 'I' I ' 

SPONSORED BY FIFTY CALIBER SHOOTERS POLICY INSTITUTE 
JOIN US IN OUR EFFORTS TO PRESERVE OUR 2ND AMENDMENT RIGHTS! 



-- I A WELL-REGULATED 
AHO LEGAL MILITIA 

Third Time 
NaChann 
FarATF 
Vendetta 
by James L. Pale 



IDEAL FOR PAINTBALL OR HUNTING 
This BUSH RAG kit contains all the materials needed to 

build your own "'ghillie"' suit! The BUSH RAG is light 
(31bs), can be made to match any environment (from 
desert to woodland) and is versatile. The user can change 
the colorat ions of the suit while in the field to match any 
change in terrain. This kit comes complete with eight 
colors of burlap (BLACK, BROWN, TAN, 0.0., GRASS 
GREEN, DESERT GREEN, FOREST GREEN AND SAGE), 
torso netting, head netting, belt, and complete directions. 

$59.95 + $7.00 S/H 
CA RESIDENTS ADD 7.75% SALES TAX 

(877)810-9614 or (818)841-7033 
FOR MORE INFORMATION ON OUR CAMOU· 

FLAGE PRODUCTS. 
CSI -11271 Ventura Blvd. - #297 - Studio City, CA 91604 

WWW.BUSH RAG.COM 

FIST OF 
STEEL 

Each glove loaded with 8 
ounces of Granulated 
Steel across the knuckles. 

D-180 Kidskin ...... ..... ....... .. ...... ... ... .... .. $49.95 
D-50 Cowhide w/Powdered Iron ......... $42.95 
D-100 Deerskin w/Granulated Lead .... $74.95 

SUPER PRO 
SERIES 

The MPXS-20 Super Pro Se
ries Lock Pick Set contains 14 
assorted picks, a broken key 
extractor, and 5 tension tools 
housed in a rugged top grain 
zippered Leather Case. 
MPXS-20 ........ ....................... .... ........... $44,95 

~SOUTHERN 
~ORDNANCE 
Manufacturers & purveyors of Locksmithing Tools, Pellet Riffles, SwOfds, Knives, 
s.;tchblades, Boxing Equipmoot, Books. and Videos, Police Supplies, Knucks, 
and Much, Much, Much More! FREE .To place an order or to request oor free 
catalog· call Toll Free 1.877.667.7292. Shipping $4.95 per ocde<. 

CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS, OPTIMA 

WAANl/\Kl:DmStie<l'ld lc:Ql!WIS. M.is!be 18yanordd!r't>adEJ". 

www.southord .com 
e-mail: sales@southord.com 

P.O. Box 279 • Babson Parl!, FL33827 

CALL (863) 638-2499 
FAX: (863) 638-2486 • FAX: (810) 821·8263 

Kimber's CDP 
Continued from page 55 

ly below the grip safety is sharply check
ered and made of sil ver-colored Nylon 6/6 
composite . It will do, but for strictly cos
metic reasons, I always change that out with 
a stainless steel fal Brown mainspring l10us
ing with 30 LPI checkering that I obtained 
from Brownell s (Dept. SOF, 200 South 
Front Street, Montezuma, IA 50171 ; phone: 
515-623-5401; fax: 515-623-3896). 

The Kimber checkered steel magazine 
catch/release button is slightly higher than 
usual to offer access by the thumb wi thout 
altering the firing grip, but not long enough 
to induce an accidental release. The pi stol is 
equipped with a McCormick skeletonized 
Commander-style hammer. 

A number of the pistol 's small compo
nents, such as the hammer, sear, di sconnec
tor, grip safety, ambidextrous manual safety, 
slide release and rear sight assembly, are 
made by means of a process called Metal
Inj ection-Molding (MIM), whi ch was 
developed by NASA and first used by 
Kimber in their Model 82 .22 rimfire rifle. 
Delivering almost all the structural strength 
of steel fo rgings at much less cost, this 
process also permits the manufacture of 
intricate components with tigh t tolerances. 
In this process powdered chrome-moly steel 
is combined with a polymer carrier and then 
injected into a somewhat over-sized mold. 
During a sintering process, high tempera
tures extract the polymer and cause the part 
to shrink to exactly the desired dimensions. 
The resul ting grain structure is denser than 
that achieved by standard investment cast
ing techniques and after heat-treating the 
strength is sign ificantly greater. 

The single-column, detachabl e box-type 
magazine is an Ml9 ll -type without a 
removable floorp late. Those of the Ultra 
and Compact CDPs hold six rounds and 
those of Pro CDP hold seven (but will 
accept eight-round M 191 J types) and there 
are numbered indicator holes, from "2" to 
"6" (or "7") on each side of the magazine 
body. This magazine has a long, single coil 
fo llower spring (with some smaller diame
ter coils at the top) that was designed to give 
sufficient stripping pressure for totally reli
able operation. All Kimber Ml9ll pi stols 
come with one magazine. Extra magazines 
are avai lable for $17.75 each. 

The slide's ejection port has been low
ered and flared - and the fron t and rear 
beveled - to enhance ejection reliability 
and protect empty cases from denting. The 
firing pin stop has been beefed up to offer a 
snug fit in the slide 's extractor notch and 
prevent the heat-treated, custom-type 
extractor from ro tating in the slide. A so
called " tactical "-type ejector has been 
mounted in the frame. 

The coned b<UTel does not interface with a 
conventional Ml9ll-type ban·el bushing. 
Instead, when in battery, the rnuzz.le locks into 
a precision-milled hole in the front of the 
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~ spying eyes? ~ 

~~ Cypher Onen• .~It, 
Fo1• You1• Eyes Only 

The only true cryptogram application 
on the market today. (For Windows 9x/NT/2000) 

Do you have information which you would like to keep secretly hidden? 
The kind of information you wish no genius hacker or government official 
wi ll be able to look into? If so, then Cypher OneT" is your answer. 

Cypher One TU is one of a kind softwm·e. 

With Cypher One"' not only can you keep your memos and messages hidden and 
secretly secured, but with Cypher One"' you can also send out your secrets via fax 
or regular mail (the only known software to do so). No one out there wil l be able 
to open them unless you want them to - you hold the key. (The same with Email.) 
Cypher One"' allows you to give different Key-Codes to different recipients, so 
each recipient reads only the part of the message that was intended for them. 

Check it out for 30 days or your money back, guaranteed. For a limited time only, 
a special offer to SOF readers, 50% off from its original price $119.95 

You pay only $59.98 

Send check or money order to: 
(Make check payable to SHACKED) 

SHACKED 
Dept. DSFCYl 

P.O. Box 191068 
Brooklyn, NY 11219 

Can you open this 
coded message? 

7, 16, 18,84,71, 124,63,21, 

Size Does· Matter! 
The Sifu™ TM 

ROLLING LOCK STRONG 

:\• Ai$-J4 r. v r>.~~~ 

Sift" 

12 inches of fixed blade performance in a folder. 
ATS-34 Blade Re 57-59 Blade length 5.45 inches 
Handle length 6.7 inches Over all length 12 inches 

Hardned Stainless Steel Liners 
Hardned Stainless Steel BlackT Pocket Clip 
440C Heat Treated Lock, Stop and Pivoit Pin 

Textured G-10 or Carbon Fiber Laminate Scales 
Black G-10 Stonewashed Blade $199.95 

Black G-10 BlackT Finished Blade $209.95 
Carbon Fiber Laminate Stonewashed Blade $234.95 

Carbon Fiber Laminate BlackT Finished Blade $244.95 

Round Eye Knife and Tool L.L.C. 
P.O. Box 818 Sagle, ID 83860 

(208) 265-8858 Fax (208)263-0848 
Credit Card Orders Only (888)801-8858 

email :roundeye@nidlink.comWebSitewww.roundeye.com 

sl.ide. In theory, this should increase d1e Kim
ber CDPs' accmacy potential. A coned barrel 
configuration was first used on the ill-fated 
Detonics .45 ACP pistol several decades ago. 

The Key To Reliability 
AU three of the CDP pistols feature a tele

scoping recoil spring system. The concept of 
telescoping recoil spring assemblies is not 
new. Examples can be found going back as 
far as almost 60 years ago. The first example 
of a telescoping recoil (or "operating") spring 
assembly, that I know of, was that of the 
German MP38/40 series of 9mm Parabellum 
submachine guns, which were developed in 
the mid-l930s. Telescoping recoil spring sys
tems have been employed in d1e Spanish Star 
Z-45 and Bri tish Sterling submachine guns as 
well. The Swiss SIG AMT and PE57 infantry 
rifles, developed dw·ing the late 1950s, also 
made use of telescoping recoil spring assem
blies. ln most instances, designers have used 
telescoping recoil spring assemblies when 
one of the design priorities was a compressed, 
or compact, envelope. 

The Ultra CDP's slide has been engi
neered to have the longest possible s lide 
travel in a determined effort to ensure posi-
tive functional reliability. With d1e short
recoil , locked-breech Ml9 ll series, as the 
frame and slide dimensions are reduced, the 
distance d1e slide travels during a complete 
recoil and counter-recoil cycle is corre-
spondingly diminished, as is the time frame 
during which this takes place. If everything 
does not happen precisely as it should, there 
wi ll inevitably be a stoppage. If the maga-
zine follower spring does not drive the next 
round up against the magazine's feed lips 
quick enough, a failure to feed and chamber 
will result. lf the empty case is even delayed 
by a mi llisecond in extraction from die 
chamber, that case wilJ never make it com
pletely out of the ejection port. And so on. I 
think that the Kimber Ultra pistols represent 
the practical limit in Ml 911 envelope reduc
tion and that a telescoping recoil spring sys
tem was necessary to further maximize reli
ability. As an additional benefit, dus also 
reduces felt recoil , muzzle rise and rotation 
to a small degree, and thus accords more 
rapid target reacquisition after each shot. 

The main, or inner, guide rod of the 
Kimber CDP serie is of the so-called 
" fu ll -length" type, which means it pro
trudes out the front of the s lide when the 
s lide moves rearward in recoil. The rear 
configuration of this inner guide rod dupli
cates that of the M 19 1 l series in general. It 
has a U-shaped sheet-metal end plate that 
rests on the barrel d irectly in front of the 
swinging link The front end of the inner 
recoil spring is held captive by the ho llow 
outer guide rod. In turn, the outer, larger 
diameter, recoil spring is held captive by a 
recoil spring plug with a hole in the front 
that permits the inner guide to pass through 
during the recoil stroke. 

Because of its telescoping recoil spri ng 
system, disassembly procedures for these 
pistols vary somewhat from those employed 
to field sLTip a conventional M 19 l I-type. 
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T-SHIRTS 
ADULT SIZES 

Printed on Front. Made in U.S.A. 
PRINTED AS MARKED 

Left chest = LC Full Front = FF 
ADULT Sizes S-XL, add $ 2.00 for XXL 
100% Cotton Preshrunk Heavyweight 

Short Sleeve (SS) $14.~ 
Long Sleeve (LS) ~17.90 

promoting positive self esteem 
in the handicapped world. 

SURVIVOR JACKETS GREAT FOR GIFTS 
SIZES; M, L, XL 
ADD 5.00 FOR XXL, OR 
XXXL 

PRINTED 
LEFT CHEST 

AND FULL BACK 

800-958-8876 
Have a credit card ready. We Accept VISA MC AMEX DISCOVER 

Payable To; Mail Check For Total+ Shipping & Handling to S.O.S. California residents only; add 7.75%sa/es tax 

s.o.s. 
P.O. Box 2205 
Carmichael, Ca 95609 
OUTSIDE USA; 

Shipping & Handling If your order totals: 
$ 25.00 or less $ 4.95 
$ 25.01 to$ 50.00 $ 6.95 
$SO.OJ to$ 75.00 $ 8.95 Double shipping & handling 

charges. Mail official check 
(money order) payable USAftmds 

$ 75.01 to $100.00 $ 9.95 
Each additio11al $100.00 (or portion of) add$ 5.95 

Allow 1 to 4 weeks for delivery - U.S. Priority Mail 

CATALOG SEND S.A.S.E. FOR CATALOG OR GET IT WITH FIRST ORDER. 

PRICES SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT NOTICE • SATISFACTION GUARANTEED ·FIND US ON THE INTERNET WWW.ISGNET.COMISOS/ 
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PROOF OF 

Masfclt 

Hue Chung Kun Tao - Specializing in the Whip 
"The Secret Science of the Mind" 

U.S. Army Special Forces Combat hand-to-hand video 
(S.E.R.E.) taught by Master Guy Savelli* (Special Force Assn. #A-900) 

hired by Colonel Nick Rowe (Contract #0 .A.K.F. 40-85-M-3933). 

*UNMATCHED 
Physical., Mental and Spiritual Results 

• Spiritual, mental and physical healing techniques and tapes 
• Realistic mobile fighting machines designed to teach your students 

to scientifically attack and defend all body areas 
• Wooden monster training device (shown for the first time) 
• Fighting machine circuit workouts 
• Board certified internal medicine physician/martial arts practitioner 

revealing medical implications of body strikes with specific techniques 
leading to certification for owners/instructors 

• Secrets of poison hand hitting revealed for the first time 
• Comprehensive correspondence course 

Send for Special Free Video Brochure! 
Call 1-888-245-8833 Toll Free 

www.worldkungfu.com 
' Master Guy Savelli has been tested at Duke University, the Mind Science Foundation, JFK University, 

The Psychical Research Institute and The Special Forces Laboratory at Fort Bragg. 

First remove the magazine and safely c lear 
the pistol. Lock the slide to the rear. Note 
that there is a small disassembly hole in the 
middle of the inner (smallest diameter) 
recoil spring guide rod. While the slide is 
retracted insert the tool supplied or a bent 
paper clip into the hole. Carefully and slow
ly release the slide and move it forward 
until the semi-circular tab at the rear of the 
slide stop is aligned with the disassembly 
notch on the slide. Remove the slide stop 
from the left side of the frame. Separate the 

Lide from the frame by sliding it forward 
off the frame. Remove the telescoping 
recoil spring assembly by withdrawing it 
rearward and then separating this group 
from the slide. Tip the barre l's link forward 
to clear the recoil spring tunnel and then 
pull the barre l clear of the slide. 

Remove the grip panels from the frame (a 
3/32-inch alien head wrench is required to 
remove the hex head grip screws). No further 
d isassembly of the frame components is usu
ally required for routine maintenance. 
However, removal of the firing pin and 
extrnctor should be performed with some 
degree of frequency. With a drift of appropri
ate diameter, push inward on the spring
loaded firing pin and slide the firing pin stop 
down and off the rear of the slide. Remove 
the firing pin and its spring. Gently pry out 
the extractor. The extractor claw should be 
c leaned d10roughly and the extractor inspect
ed for loss of tension, one of the most com
mon causes of malfunctions in the Ml9l l 
series. The magazines should be disassem
bled as well. After cleaning and lubrication, 
re-assemble in the reverse order. 

SOF has now fired several thousand 
rounds through the three CDP pistols sub
mitted to us for test and evaluation. There 
have been no malfunctions of any kind wid1 
a large range of ammunition types (185-
grain, 200-grain and 230-gra in JHP and 230-
grain Full Metal Jacket ball and hard cast 
round nose re loads) and makes. There is 
very little difference in recoil between the 
three CDP models and only a modest 
increase in perceived recoil over drnt of a 
full-size, all-steel Government Model. I feel 
certain that d1e telescoping recoil spring sys
tem is somewhat of a factor here. All the 
Kimber's I have ever fired have been held to 
very tight tolerances and, as a consequence, 
shot superbly small groups. At 7 yards, the 
distance under which the majority of gun
fights with a handgun take place, and firing 
offhand from a strong Weaver position, the 
Kimber CDP series will place all rounds into 
a l .5-inch group. That's more than good 
enough for government work. 

l have been carrying a Kimber Custom 
Shop Ultra pistol on a daily basis for more 
than a year-and-a-half now. I have never 
been more satisfied with a concealment 
carry pistol. It's the right caliber, the right 
configuration, the right price and all the 
reliability that Kimber builds into their 
M 19 1 J handguns. It's simply unbeatable. 
The CDP series puts Kimber Custom Shop 
quality and fea tures within reach of all seri
ous pistoleros. ~ 
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IRONWOLF ENTERPRISES 
EXCLUSIVELY PRESENTS ... 

ISRAELI MILITARY 
M-15 

GAS MASK $45.00 
(NEW IN BOX WITH NEW FILTER) 

FEATURES: 

*DRINKING TUBE 
COMPATIBLE 
WITH US GI 
CANTEEN 

*ENHANCED 
VISIBILITY 

*VOICE BOX 

SPARE 
FILTERS 

AVAILABLE $4.00 .....___ ______ _ 

QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED!!! 
ORDER NOW 

IRONWOLF ENTERPRISES 
201 EAST SECOND STREET 

BERWICK, PA 18603 

WHY CHOOSE 
THE Ml5??? 

TERRORISTIC 
THREAT 

PEACE OF 
MIND 

WE 
ACCEPT 

ALL 
MAJOR 
CREDIT 
CARDS. 

PHONE: 1-800-752-WOLF OR (570)752-8800 
FAX: (570)759-1800 

website: http ://www. i ronwolfent. com 

A full-line of military surplus and survival gear available. 
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VIDEOS AVAILABLE 
THUNDER RANCH, INC. 

rhe people who are bringing you 
world class faci liries and rraining 

NOW! 
Training videos are now available from 

Clint Smith and Thunder Ranch. 

No promises of what's to come. Thunder 
Ranch and its doctrine are available here 

and now with quality videos on Defensive 
Handgun, Handgun Tactics, Urban Rifle, 

Defensive Shotgun, Vehicle Defense 
& Low Light Techniques. 

$29.95 each plus shipping 
2000 course schedule available now. Contact 

Thunder Ranch, Inc., HCR 1 Box 53 
Mountain Home, Texas 78058 

(830) 640-3138 • Fax: (830) 640-3183 
www.thunderranchinc.com 

TRAIN AT YOUR HOME RANGE. 

MOBILE TRAINING TEAM AVAILABLE. 

CALL FOR DETAILS. 

African Crossroads 
Continued from page 49 

his home. According to press accounts, the 
Jone farmer "dragged himself out of the 
flames and kept shooting" until he was 
beaten to death. 

The day after Olds' murder, reports from 
Harare, the capitol, recalled an event a 
decade before, when Olds had leapt into a 
river to rescue a friend from a crocodile -
an heroic act that had earned him a medal 
from Robert Mugabe. 

An internet correspondent aptly 
described Martin Olds as "a tyrant's night
mare, and a man and a half." 

Some 500 mourners at Olds' funeral 
learned the same day that Mugabe had 
declared white farmers to be "enemies of 
the state." 

Throughout much of the country, other 
overt acts have been committed on behalf 
of the government. In Harare, a bomb 
exploded near Zimbabwe's only indepen
dent newspaper, The Daily News. 
Previously, two reporters had been seized 
by ZANU Party youths and threatened 
with death. 

As the election neared, government 
actions became more draconian. Mugabe's 
"enforcement czar," Polish-trained Dr. 
Chenjerai "Hitler" Hunzvi, directed the 
forceful seizure of ptivate farms, a policy 
largely unopposed by the South Af1ican 
government. Additionally, many former 
Rhodesians held two passports, but 
Mugabe's regime declared that henceforth 
U.K., South African, or other papers would 
not be recognized. The ability to leave the 
country thus became a tacit method of 
thought control. Similarly, covert reports 
from Zimbabwe stated that the government 
would cancel the e-mail accounts of anyone 
found criticizing the government "in any 
way," with a fine of one million Zim dollars 
($25,000 U.S.). 

Neither does anyone doubt that most 
whites and some black Zimbabweans will 
oppose a ZANU effort to negate the elec
toral process. The whites we interviewed 
generally trust the judiciary, which is per
ceived as inefficient but honest, and it's 
unlikely that Mugabe will find much sup
port from that quarter. A Gweru farmer 
said, "Our judges are mostly honest and 
generally we trust them. Trouble is, 
they're horribly inefficient." He paused 
for a moment, obviously thinking, then 
added, "Or maybe just lazy." The gentle
man knew of a case still pending after 12 
years, which most Americans would con
sider intolerable. 

"On the other hand," he added, "maybe 
we should be grateful that we don ' t get all 
the government we' re paying for." 

Barrett Tillman is a professional jour
nalist specializing in aviation and firearms 
topics. This report from Zimbabwe marks 
his return to SOF after a long absence. ~ 
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Advertisement 

NewsMax.com 
Breaks Liberal 

Media Monopoly 
The Internet revolution will re-define America 

B Y R 0 B ER T R. R E G N AN 

C ontrol of the media by the 
liberal elites is almost 
history. 

For more than five decades the 
left has controlled the major media 
outlets. Out was the "old journal
ism" based on facts and objectivity. 
In was the blatant propaganda 
masquerading as news. 

Consider that in 1992 the 
Roper study found that 89% of the 
Washington press corps voted for 
Bill Clinton. Let that sink in. 
Almost 90% of the media elites in 
Washington wanted the Democratic 
candidate for president. Consider 
also the danger posed by such a fact. 

We know that the founding 
fa thers enshrined freedom of the 
press in the First Amendment. It is 
among our "first" freedoms because 
without it democratic societies will 
die. But the idea of a free press 
presupposes a diverse press. 

Despite a plethora of media -
broadcast TV, cable, print and radio 
- the liberal establishment had kept 
a lockgrip on news and information. 
Consider when one watches the major 
network news programs on ABC, 
NBC and CBS. They lead with the 
same stories, use the same talking 
heads, and have the same slant. 

Major news organizations all 
seem to be on the same page. Look 
at coverage of the Elian Gonzalez 
controversy. Can anyone deny the 
coverage has been almost totally 
slanted against the boy's Miami 
relatives and the Cuban-American 
community? 

One might have believed that 

the profusion of media outlets 
would have led to a media revolu
tion. It didn 't. In fact, the power of 
the media establishment has multi
plied because biased news reports 
can now be bounced many times 
through the liberal media echo 
chamber of TV, radio, print and 
cable. 

The Internet was hailed as a 
break through, but once again, 
major media outlets are scrambling 
to dominate the news market in this 
new arena. But their efforts may be 
in vain. 

NewsMax.com Breaks the 
LockGrip 

The Internet is already 
breaking the media establishment's 
control over the information flow. 

One web site at the vanguard of 
this movement is NewsMax.com. 

Founded in September of 1998, 
this news portal has become a major 
source of news for thinkjng indi
viduals who want an alternative 
perspective. It's already been rated 
the #1 news web site by Deja.com. 

Talkers magazine says 
NewsMax.com is "incredibly 
impressive" and now " the staple" 
for radio and TV hosts and produc
ers across the country for news and 
story ideas. The Wall Street Journal 
Business Report recently featured 
NewsMax.com as one of the 
country's top alternative news sites, 
reporting it was revolutionizing "the 
information flow like Gutenberg's 
press." Prudential Securities 
Washington newsletter describes 
NewsMax.com as "a must read" 
and "one of the world 's truly great 
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news sites." 
Noted journalist Arnaud de 

Borchgrave says NewsMax.com is a 
"news site for opinion-makers - a 
source for new news." Former 
Times of London Editor Lord 
William Rees-Mogg serves on 
NewsMax.com's advisory board. He 
says " it's one of the few outlets for 
news I trust in the U.S." 

Edited by award-winning jour
nalist Christopher Ruddy, 
NewsMax.com offers an array of 
writers with hard-hitting commen
tary, including former U.S. Con
gressman John Lei3outillier, Carl 
Limbacher, David Limbaugh, radio 
hosts Barry Farber, Neal Boortz and 
Michael Savage. Because 
NewsMax.com believes in diversity, 
it even offers columns from the likes 
of Hillary Clinton, Molly Ivins and 
others. 

NewsMax.com understands a 
free society is predicated on the idea 
of a free press. 

Not on the Web? 
If you can't read NewsMax.com 

on the web, you can subscribe to its 
print edition Vortex. Mailed 
monthly, it's jam-packed with the 
stories the media just won't report. 

Subscribe today for 
just $39.95 by calling 

800-NewsMax 
(800- 639-7629) 

Get 12 issues and we'll even 
send a special bonus report 
"The Real Hillary Clinton: 

The Stories the Media Won't 
Report." This offer comes with 

a money-back guarantee. 

To order by mail send $39.95 to 
N ewsMax.com, 

Vortex Subscription, 
PO Box 3000, Denville NJ 07834 

Also check out 
NewsMax.com's affiliate sites: 

• NewsMaxUK.com • 
• MoneyNews.com • ZipMax.com • 

• ConnectMyCompany.com • 

Special Offer: Get 5 cents a minute long 
distance 24 hours a day, 7 days a week 
no gimmicks. Call 800-686-0151. 

OF- 1-2000 

121 



To ensure that we 
can pass along our 
proud firearm-owning 
heritage to our children 
and grandchildren, you 
need to register to vote 
and cast your ballot on 
Election Day! 

If you won't do it for 
yourself, do it for them. 

"I have been involved in the battle to protect the civil 
rights of Americans for decades. The best way to protect 
our cherished liberty is to vote." - Charlton Heston 

REGISTER TO VOTE ••• 
OR REGISTER YOUR GUNS? 

... The choice is yours 
Registering to vote takes only a few minutes, yet it is the single most important 

step you can take to defend our rights - now and for the future. When you consider the 
alternative, it's a small price to pay. 

For voter registration dates, deadlines, requirements, and applications, call the 
NRA-ILA Grassroots Division at (800) 392-VOTE (8683). Call Today. 

REGISTER TO VOTE! 
CALL NRA-IIA AT (800) 392-VOTE (8683). 

~ NRA Institute for Legislative Action 
11250 WAPLES MILL ROAD, FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 22030 

advertising space donated by Soldier Of Fortune Magazine 



COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VESTS 

STARTING AT 
$249.95 

AND TACTICAL 
INCLUDING TAC/CON, 

LEGIONNAIRE, IMPERATOR, 
NATO, OVERVEST 

STARTING AT 
$175.00 

For Armor Catalogue send $4.00 
or $15.00for1500 page complete set 

Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 

PMB 456 • 13615 S. Dixie Hwy., 
Miami, Florida 33176-7254 

Ph.: (305) 256-0370 
Fax: (305) 235-0603 

E-Mail: interam@gate.net 
Shop online: www.interamer.com 

TELEPHONE LISTENING 
DEVICE WITH 

12 HR. RECORDER 

Record te lephone conversations in your office or 
home. Starts automatically when phone is 
answered, records both sides of phone conversa
tion. Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For telephone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 

Transmits to any FM 
radio up to 1 /2 mi. 
Easy to assemble kit. 
Up to 9V (not Incl.) 
$29.95 + $2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro Video, 
VHF transmitters, Surveillance and Counter

,.,.,.,~~ surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

CALL 321-725-1000 

USICORP 
P.O. Box SF2052 Melbourne, FL 32902 

COD'S OK 

RBCD Performance Plus 
Ammunition 

':::> 

World's Fastest, Highest Energy, Most 
Potent Handgun Ammunition available 

from anyone. The most advanced ST A TE 
OF THE ART Ammunition. Totally 

proven performance in standard handguns 
(not test barrels), with no special springs, 

barrels, orother devices, 100% expan-
sion, totally reliable penetration and 

expansion and at standard pressures. 
Available in all standard handgun 

caliber's from 32 ACP to 45 Long Colt. 

When you want and need the very best 

you want RBCD Performance 
Plus Ammunition. 

721 S. St Marys - San Antonio, Texas 78205 

1-877-688-5985 Toll Free 
www.rbcd.net 

HANDMADE 
KN'IVES 

Learn how to repair guns! 
Nationally accredited career-level home study course. 

Train now to do professional work on handguns, rifles, and 
shotguns. Find out more: send or call 24 hours a day. 

Free literature: i-ir=======;:;:;;;;~· 
800-223-4542 ==-=· ::;:--·-3;-~~~ 

Lead On, Soldier! 
• Survival & Camping Gear 

• Shooting Accessories 

• GORE-TEX® Outerwear 

• MREs 

• Blankets 

• First Aid 

•Tools 

•Knives 

• Boots 

• t.Jniforms 

• Flashlights 

• Navigation 

• Nignt Vision 

• Water Purification 

For Your FREE Full-Color Catalog Call 

1·800·l17·94SS 

S&K Labs Boron 
This product has been historically used to 
raise Testosterone levels up to 300%. 
When you raise your bodys testosterone 

level you drastica lly increase your body's 
ability to create lean muscle mass. Would 

you like to sculpt your body with huge 

healthy hard muscles and get that lean 

awesome body builder physique? Our 

10mg Boron is 3 times the strength of 

almost all competitors. If you are not 
completely satis fied with the growth you 

obta in, return it for a full refund! 

3 month cycle for only $19.99 

S&K Labs, P.O. Box 2025 
Pompano Beach, Florlda 33061 

__ 1 Bottle (3) month cycle 519.99 +SS.DO S&H 

__ Special, Buy 2 Bottles get 3rd FREE $49.98 shipping Incl. 

__ Add S10.00 for Priority Mail 

__ International orders add 25%. (C.O.D.'s U.S. only) 

__ Yes, I would like a FREE catalog with my order 



MEN& WOMEN! 
Train al home for an exciting part 
or full-lime career as a Private 
Deleclive. Start your own agency 
or work for others. Learn all the 
lalesl techniques from lhe 
experts. Taught by former mili
tary intelligence specialists, 
police and private deleclives. 
The only course of ifs kind, the 
unique Global Schoof of 
Investigation program will make 
you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 

• Soft , comfortable, concealable body 
armor that we ighs less than 3 lb. 

• Vests are made with 18 layers 
of DuPont Kevlar 

• 5 year warranty on ballistics 
• Adjustable ballistic panel carriers • . ;.~. 

•plus shipping & handling 
X-LARGE AND XX-LARGE ALSO AVAILABLE 

All orders must be pre-paid or C.0.D. 
Preferred Shipping: via FedEx 2/3 Day Service 

I 111 ! [3: I !d:1~I:I1J1) 11:1;l1l1 ! I I ;I 
37637 Five Mile Rd. Ste. 324 

Livonia, Ml 48154 • (734) 394-2134 

1. ATDC™ is used to dramatically increase 
testosterone levels up to 337°/o. Higher 
testosterone levels means faster, easier 
muscle growth. 

2 month cycle $29 .95 

2. Boron is another product that h as been 
used by serious body builders all over the 
world to rai se testosterone levels up to 
3QQ 0/o. 

3 month c ycle 519.99 

3. G.H.R.X. re leases growth hormone in an 
abundance like no other. Ex traordinary 
results are expected when combining 
testosterone enhancers like 1-2. 

60 Tabs 521.00 

4. L.S.C. is a very pote nt product wi th a 
combination of sterols , amines, electrolites 
and much more. This finishing product has 
b een u sed to build muscle, s trip away f at , 
and get a tremendous pump. 

60 Tabs $19.95 

PURCHASE PRODUCTS 1,2, 3 and receive #4 
FREE! 

_ ATDC 2 month cycle $29.95 + $5.00 S&H 
_ Boron 3 month cycle $19.99 + $5.00 S&H 
_ G.H.R. X. SO Tabs $21.00 + $5.00 S&H 
_ L.S.C. 60 Tabs $19.95 + $5.00 S&H 

__ Special, Buy 3 Bottles get 4th FREE $80.94 s111pplf\9 lndudod 
__ Add 510.00 ror Priority Mall 
__ International orders add 25%. (C.O.D.'s U.S. only) 
__ Yes, I would like a FREE catalog with my order 

Name: 
Address:~~--------------
City, State, Zip: --------------

~ Siluor Crook 
INDUSTRIES 

A Sound Advantage 

Wide range of sound amplifiers for hunting 
& surveillance 

1-800-533-3277 
P.O. Box 1988 Manitowoc, WI 54221 

Motorcycle Toun; 
llephont 8o(k Sof or is:· 
Gome Ranger Training 
hperien(e; Walking & 
Canoe Sof ori~; Hunting. 

Penonolized 
Soforis To 

lon Africa And 
Southern Africa 

Global AdvEnturEs 
8762 S. Mourning Dove Lane 
Highlands Ranch, CO 80126 • USA 
safari@globaladventures.com 
voice/fax: (303) 791-9959 

Hove you missed any al these year 2000 issues of SOF? 
Here's your chon<e to complete your new millennium coll ection. 

Only $5 each including domestic S&H; foreign 
add $311st issue & $ 1 each add'I issue. 

1267 Januaiy 2000: AFRICA: remembering RENAMO: ACTION: SOFer 
travels Khyber Pass; INDONESIA: 1rom voting to violence in Easl 
Timor; WACO: more details about USG's mmderous cove1-up 

1271 May 2000: LAW ENFORCEMENT: lessons learned Imm 
Columbine; WAR: Russia's Pyrrhic victory in Chechnya: VIETNAM: 
CIA's maritime opera lions against NVA; PIRACY: part 3 - counter
piracy action!; ANALYSIS: U.S. policy in Colombia. 

1272 June 21100: DOMESTIC: what really happened al Columbine: AIR 
FORCE: Stealth fighters over Belgrade: TERRORISM; nuclear weapons 
smuggling: SELF-DEFENSE: Special Combat Aggressive Reactionary 
System; WEAPONS: M 134 7.62mm Minigun; ·smart Guns.· 



10% Pepper sprays 

Key Chain Sprayer 
Retai l $19.95 

Sample $6.95 Sample $4.25 

Electronic Stun Guns 
Security Plus"ll Security 
100,000 Volt Plus" 
Straight or 500,000 Volt 
Curved Curved Only 
Retail $69.95 Retail $139.95 
Sample $22.25 Sample $49.95 

Security Plus" 300,000 Volt Baton 
Retail $129.95 
Sample $49.95 

OFFICIAL 

SBCtll'I, 
'l,Illl~ll 

STIJFF™ 
FOR THE SOON TO BE: 

VETERAN, RETIREE, MARRIED, 
DIVORCED, EMPLOYED, UNEM
PLOYED, RELEASED, PAROLED, 

GRADUATE, NEW PARENTS 
AND MORE 

GREAT PARTY GIFTS 

SILK SCREENED T-SHIRTS 
EMBROIDERED CAPS 

CANHUGGERS 
POSTERS 

BUMPER STICKERS 
ONLINE PHOTO CONTEST 

Individual & Quantity Sales 

(Formally LRRP K-9 Security Services) 

www.harrisonk9.com 
"WHEN CALLING 911 JUST WON'T DO." 

Importers and trainers of the finest European German 
Shepherd Executive Protection K-9's. 

- Puppies Also Available. -
Brochure $3.00/Brochure & Video $8.00 

Major Credit Cards Accepted 
Box1620-MA - Aiken, SC 29802 

(803) 649-5936 

NOW Y.OU CAN GET... 

SOF Magazine 
"The Mercedes Benz of 

Also Featured in: 
• Millionaire Magazine 

• Fortune Magazine 

• Fox Netwotk News 

• American Business 
Review with 
John Stossel 

ID BY MAIL 
20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 
• Drivers Licenses (blank)-50 States 
• Blank Social Security Cards 
• Co llege Degrees-Bachelors, MA, PhD 
• High School Diplomas, also GED 
• Photo ID Cards-all 50 States 
• "Profess ional" ID Cards-over 200 Styles 
• Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 
• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 
• Police/Military ID and Patches 
• Photographer ID, Press Credentials 
• Embossing Seals, Rubber Stamps 
• "Do-It-Yourself" ID Kits 
• Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 
ALL-NEW 64-PG. BOOK! 

ID BY MAIL 

S24.95 
Cash, Check, Money Order, 

Visa/MC accepted, No coos 

EDEN PRESS 
Box 8410-AD 

Fountain Valley, CA 92728 ~!::::!:~~=t::!:!:!! 
0 Latest Book Catalog FREE 



SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. 
Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. Repeat your same ad in another 
section for half price. "Dingbats" ( v , • ; • ), bold words (other than first 3-4): $5.00/each extra. Computer word count of gram
matically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 303-449-3750, etc. each = 1 word ; abbreviations such 
as DI , SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing 
address, telephone or fax number (for our files). Mail classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or 
Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn: Classified Dept., 5735 Arapahoe Ave. , Suite A-5 , Boulder, CO 80303. Phone: 303-449-3750 ext. 300; 
fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail:hetty@sofmag.com. 

NOTICE To ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we con
sider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including 'will do any
thing' or 'go anywhere' type ads. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). 

Unique field products designed and field 
tested by Peacekeepers around the globe. 
Manufactured in Canada with the best materials 
available. Outfitting military, law enforcement 
and outdoor enthusiasts for over 15 years. ... 

Call Toll Free! CANADIAN' 
1 800 561-3040 PEACEKEEPER 

OUTFITTING PEACEKEEPERS SINCE IBBS 

www.canadianpeacekeeper.com 

r-----------------, 
WORLD'S LARGEST 
SURPLUS MARKET 

for used military vehicles: 
jeeps, tanks, HMMWVs, -==:5:& 
military trucks, more. 
1 OO's of ads, tech tips, 
how-to, articles, event 
listings, much more! 

HILITARY ~ VEHICLES 

mm rm'!I 
1 year (six BIG 100+ page issues) 
USA $18, Canada $28, (Sample $5) 

12-L2 lndianhead, Morristown, NJ 07960 

~-----------------~ 
I :l1l1J ({j:I ~IJ :J ! lq:j I [1] If J 
HACKING, PHREAKING, CRACKING! 190+ 
Publications. Impossible to find underground info! 
Revenge, moneymaking and lots more. Very unusu
al stuff! Free catalog. TIC P.O. Box 876SF, Hurst, 
Texas 76053. www.theinformation center.com 
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• 2500+ Military Designs 
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 

, • Call now! Toll-free! 
1-888-223-1159 

• Custom pins & patches available. 
Dealer inquiries welcome. 

by Hoover's Mfg., Co. 
P.O.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61354 

Fax: 1-81 5-223-1499 

Exp~a f!sete,f.Cf,Cf(VE 
new career.Experience a new \ 
adventure every day. 1:,, 
Dynamic home study course. 
Diploma, Badge. State approved. 

FitEE DETECTIVE CAREER INFO. 

1·800-742-9007 Dept. 301 
www.detectivetrainin 

NIC LAW ENFORCEMENT SUPPLY 
FUGITIVE RECOVERY AGENT FREECATALOC wilhALL 
Mercenaries of the New Millennium Orders 

NIC OFFERS: ,-i-:. .. ~s~o 
Ove1 • 900 • 11ems Ammunition, Badges. Custom ~ ... ·, L 
Badges, Badge Accessories, Boil Enf01cemenl ~{ \~ 
Agent Kils, Bounty Hunle1 l(rts, Certificates. ;;,r , ·· l ,:e_ 
Challenge Coins, lhe ClA Collection. Clothing ~· : ~# 
and Hots. Custom Id COids, Document .,, ;.~ 
Accessories. Federal style Credentials, File .- · ., 
Folders. Folio Credentials, Hislo1ical Documents. 
Hologram laminates, KGB Collection, PosspOOs, 
Press K"rts. Self Defense & Security Items, Spy M171 In Ant. Sliver 
Supplies. Slickers and Signs, Windshield Posses. $29.95 
Full Color Folios. Foil Holograms and much more M172 In Goldtone 

$29.95 

Send $3.00 for Catalog 15 or gel ii FREE on the Internet. 
Complete online secure shoppln www.nic-inc.com 

BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR. Company 
with BO-year tradition of quality seeks manuscripts. 
For free Author's Guide to Subsidy Publishing, call 
Dorrance Publishing 1-800-695-9599. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government assassi
nation conspiracy exposed. Videocassettes, manu
scripts, photographs, books. Catalog: $3.00. 
COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES; Box 2, Beaconsfield, 
Quebec H9W 5T6 CANADA. 

TELL THE WORLD YOU SERVED! 
From $98 

in PRECIOUS metal 

PRESTIGE RINGS you'll wear with pride. World's largest selection of military 
rings. Over 1000 combinalions. Visa or MasterCard . Money Back Guarantee' 

Send S1 for full color catalog today . 
T-J JEWELRY CO. 

P.O. Box 12229, Prescott, AZ 86304 
(successors to Royal Military Jewelry) 

www.t-jjewelry.com 

PANTHER'" EXTREME SUPER BULL TWENTY·FOUR 

13983 Indust ry Avenue 

LffiWt 
<l Becker, MN 55308 

:)~ PHONE 1·612-261 ·5600 
ZIUU.C. • FAX 1-61 2-261·5599 

p ANT~ E R www.dpmsinc.com 
A R IVI s -mail : dpmsinc@aol.com 

Busrness Hours: 
M·F 8 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Central lime 

REPOSSESSOR'S GUIDE TO AUTO LOCKS. 
The methods and tricks of the trade the pros use. 
VATS security, impressioning keys, obtaining key 
codes, much more. $30.00. Forward Progress 
Books, 404 375 4044 www.forwardprogress.org 

CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND MILI
TARY MANUALS. Combat Skills , Weapons, 
Tactics, NBC, more. Catalog $5.00. llPD/ACCP, 
Box 1237, Alpine , TX 79830 

FREE CATALOG politically incorrect books & 
music. Send $1.00 for postage. Boh ica 
Concepts, POB 546, Dept. SF, Randle, Wash
ington 98377 
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PRIVATE INVESTIGATIONS. A comprehensive 
manual detailing the "how to" of Private 
Investigations, a guide to report writing, court 
testimony, equipment, surveillance and eth ics. 
Manual includes a nationwide index of agencies 
responsible for licensing in each state. Send 
$29.95: Black Rose Investigations, P.O Box 
21662, Mesa , Arizona 85277-1 662 . 1-888-899-
1780. Visa/Mastercard/ Amex accepted . 

• SOLDIER OF l'Oll'fUNE llUSSIA! Collectors 
item, published in Moscow. Various months. 
Invaluable resource for researchers , mi litary and 
intelligence professionals. Printed in Russian 
only. $5.00 each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $3 
for first issue and 1.00 each after for Priority 
Mail. SOF Back Issues, 5735 Arapahoe Ave., 
Boulder, CO 80303-1340. 

COLLECTORS 
BRITISH/SCOTTI SH MILITARIA COLLEC
TORS. Regimental insign ia and accessories of 
elite Regiments ; including SAS; Paratroops : 
Royal Marines; Black Watch ; Guards, etc. 45-
page illustrated Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH 
REGALIA IMPORTS, Department 6A, PO Box 
37, Palm Harbor, FL 34682. 

V' SOLDIEll OF l'Oll'l'UNE BACK ISSUES ARE 
available. Most years/issues sti ll in stock. Only 
$5 each includes domestic S&H. Write, fax ore
mail to request a comprehensive list. SOF Back 
Issues, 5735 Arapahoe, Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 
80303. Fax: 303-444-5617; e-mail:hetty@sof
mag.com or view entire back issue list on li ne at 
ll'll'll' .SOl'MAG .COM 

MRE SPECIAL! 

MEALS READY 
TO EAT 

USGI Is sue w / heater s 

$45 PER CASE+ shipping 

CATALOG$2 
PONDEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTILE 

208-793-3121 68S4 Highway SS 
Horseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629 

www.pondcrosasports.com 

SEND $2.00 for 8-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS I CERTIFICATES I MEDALS 

UNIVERSITY I COLLEGE I HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 
443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 

E-mail : WOSCPP1998@YAHOO.COM 

All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 

I - year warranty. 

TKB ELECTRONICS 
1-800-579-3285 

CONCEALED CARRY 
0 

FIREARMS ACCESSORIES FROM ALAS KA -
Pistol/Rifle/Assault Cases -- Concealment 
Fanny Packs -- Holsters. Call Nor th west 
Secu rity Products toll-free (BOO) 565-3450 -
www.nwsp.com 

FINANCIAL 
MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the government 
finance your business idea. Satisfaction guar
anteed! Call Now: 1-800-226-3601 , ext BF7770 
www.National infoCorp.com 

KNIVES - BAYONETS 
COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG , 
Benchmade, Smith & Wesson and more . Huge 
discounts! Free list. KNI VES PLU S MAI L 
ORDER, (800) 687-6202 
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spyoutlet.com 
Your direct source for 

Surveillance/Countersurveillance 
Electronic Devices 

Mini spy pinhole cameras 
• hidden video • wireless video 

• vehicle tracking • bug detectors 
• phone tap detectors • voice 

changer • 12 hour telephone tape 
recorder $125°0 

• locksmithing 
tools • disappearing ink pens 

•and more 
FOR CATALOG SEND $5°0 TO: 

SPY OUTLET 
2468 NIAGARA FALLS BLVD 

TONAWANDA NY 14150 (716) 695-8660 

Extended Slide lock For ls9.95 P.P.0.1 

GLOCK@ 
• DROP IN REPLACEMENT • FITS IN ALL HOLSTERS 

Manufactured in U.S.A. by: 
Ranch Products PO BOX 145 Malinta, OH 43535 

20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
"Video Available" 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592·5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

21 O Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846·1000 

I 
LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A~ I 

~~~~~~ ~~~NUSEE ~~~~;~~~~~ : 
E VERYTIME REGARDLESS OF YOUR : 
PAST RECORD. 100% GUARANTEED. 1 

FOR SOME Y£RY REVEALING INFORMATION! I 
l QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPC 511 : 

'-••••••~Cl~~~.1.~-.i.J~<i.q_L~.f~~~~~~!_G~~~~~ •• _.I 

MISCELLANEOUS 
SPOOK PHONE lets you listen , talk or call out 
from any li ne. Nobody will know you 're there! 
$21.99 includes free shipping. P.O. Box 60085, 
Oklahoma City, OK 73146. 

SOCIAL NUDISM! Lifestyle videos! Free Cata
log! (Sampler video - $15!) Mr. Pomerantz, Box 
191 H, Montreal, Canada H3G-2K7. 

• KEEP YOUR FREEDOM! Non-metallic hand
cuff key, undetectable by x-ray or metal detector. 
Durable, easily concealed, patented design fits all 
standard handcuffs. How much is your freedom 
worth? $5 each , 2 or more $4 each. Send cash or 
money order to Freedom Key Inc .. P.O. Box 888, 
Penrose, CO 81240 
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COLONEL PETE 
~ "MONEY TALK'S"® ,~ 
· \ Money-Making Opportunities) ~~ 

j Want to HEAR it? t? 
Free Information NOW!!!! 

222 W. 21ST, Suite F, PMB-118, Norfolk, VA 23517 

Be A ... 
PRIVATE EYE 

'

Have a life of intrigue 
excitement, advenfitrel 
Learn from the REAL 

1
...._ _ _ ___ _ ____,expe1ts: 
Investigation • Surveillance • Skiptracing 

Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Brochure! United States Academy 
Call Or Write of Private lnvesti&1tion 

I (31 0) 657-6333 I se~e~i 8~G 1~~pAt~~i13 
VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 
"On The World Wide Web" 

www.spytechagency.com 
"On The Sunset Strip" 

85 19-8521 W. Sunset Blvd. 
West Ho llywood, CA 90069 

- Web Site Features -
PI Agency· PI Academy · Spy Shop 

011/i11e over 2500 investigation - surveilla11ce 
co1111termeasure products, books & videos I I 

)JERCENARY AVIA'fION BADGE 
Silver w ings with clutch back attachment . 

Limited supply in 

LAFFERTY, P.O. Box 358, Bay Pines, FL 33744 

BRITISH/SCOTIISH REGIMENTAL 
INSIGNIA & ACCESSORIES ETC 

• SA S • PARA • ROYAL MA RI NES 
• RAF • GUA RDS • BLACK WATCH ETC 

®
45 PAGE ILLUSTRATED IMPORT CATALOG $6.00 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6, P.O. Box 37 
Palm Harbor, FL 34682 

50,000 MAPS: Topographic, Tactical Quads, 
Travel , Political, Vietnam, Nevis, Roswell , 
Anyplace! 7700 Air Photos. Catalog $4.00 
(refundable). MONARCH , Box 14490-SF 
Phoenix, AZ 85063. 

v GUARANTEED! FINEST GUN CLEANING 
product. Miracle polishing cloth clea~s. polishes, 
protects. $4.00 ppd. C. GROSSMAN'S, Dept. 
SOF11 , 10900 Little Ave. , Bloomington, MN 55437 

NEW IDENTITY? Genuine Birth Certificate! 
Easily get a new ssn, driller's license, passport. 
Send $1.00 Write to: Creative Solutions, RR1 Box 
63-8114, Eldorado, Ontario, Canada KOK 1YO 

MAGAZINES -- HIGH CAPACITY: SKS, FAL, AK-
47/MAK-90, AR-15/M-16, Beretta, Glock, many 
more. Vita-Mend, P.O. Box 623, Prospect, PA 
16052. E-mail: vitarnnd@ibm.net. 

LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your new or 
existing home. Hundreds of programs. 
(www.usgovernmentinformation.com) Free record
ed message: (707) 448-3210. (8KW5) 
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YOUR KIDS WILL LOVE THIS! 
LEARN TO SHOOT! 

Rifles/Pistols/Shotguns/Muzzleloaders. 
WE TEACH 

Hunting/Camping & Wilderness Skills. 
NO OTHER SUMMER CAMP MATCHES 
THE NRA WHITTINGTON ADVENTURE! 
~ Call NOW for 

• FREE Information 
(505) 445-3615 

NRA WHITTINGTON CENTER 
P.O. Box 700, Dept. SOF, Raton, New Mexico 87740 

Need NEWID? 
CREDIT·PRIVACY • 
Our Books Help You Get• New identity • Credit• New SSN 
• ID by mail •College degrees• Better jobs •Credit repair 
•Cash businesses • "Free Money" www.edenpress.com 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS •Box 8410-AB •Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

2001 A])VERUSING DEADLlNES 
ISSUE AO Dl~OLINE ON SALE OA'l'E 
January 4 October 28 November 

February 1 November 26 December 

March 29 November 23 January 

April 5 January 27 February 

May 1 February 27 March 

June 28 February 24 April 

July 4 April 29 May 

August 2 May 26 June 

September 30 May 24 July 

October 5 July 28 August 

November 1 August 25 September 

December 5 September 30 October 

v INTERNATIONAL SOCIETY OF MERCE
NARIES Membership Coin. Free registration 
with order. $15. ea. plus $3. S&H. Dave Olson, 
Box 804, Nokomis FL 34274. 

SALE: Male Power Pack. Creates/builds muscle, 
strength, stamina, endurance. Elevate Testos
terone level 200%. Enhances virility-Instant 
recovery. Safe. 1-800-878-8844 

• Did this get your attention? It's a "Dingbat." 
So are v and e. Add them to your SOF clas
sified ad for $5/each. 

BULLET PROOF VESTS. Closing out all new white 
undershirt vests. Made in Israel with Kevlar-29. 
Protection against .22, .38, .357 & .45s. $179.00 
plus S&H. www.greatbodyarmor.com 

SURPLUS 
GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your area! Must 
sell : Cars, trucks, computers, more! Great deals! 
Call: 1-800-601-2212, Ext. SP7770. 
www.NationalinfoCorp.com 

SURVEILLANCE 
Electro-Optics Proudly Presents, Tiny 
Wireless Micro Video Cameras, Micro Security 
Cameras that hook to TV and VCR only $49.00. 
Online-Catalog www.covertsurveil lance.com 
<http://www.covertsurveillance.com> Orders 1-
888-4 7 4-9409 

www.SURUIUALSTORE.com 

ilun GuD!, ~e~~er i~ro~. Bloi~ lo!M, Mortiol Mii iu~~lie1, Knim 
P .o. Box 2965 Lock Picking Kil \ r-

Carson City, NV $12 F E h' . (USA /•I EAS,:'.;s 
89702.2965 .95+ R Es 1ppmg on y1 P!~=-- \ \ J j 

Fax: 775-841·3679 Visa·MC·Amex·Check·MoneyOrder ) \ W 
~:~;: ;;0~ lx on~o~le BoloDl iurveillon1e . ___ _,;.-\ 

DO YOU BUY SOF ON 
THE NEWSSTAND? 

Now you can help your favorite 

magazine with our GUERRILLA 

MARKETING PLAN! 
e Is SOF racked with gun magazines at 
your local newsstand? If you fi nd it 
there, move it into the military maga

zine section. 

e Is SOF hidden at the back of the rack? 
Move it to the front! 

e Can't find SOF at your local newsstand? 
Please ask the store manager why he/ 

she isn't carrying SOF. And thanks! 

ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one stop shop 
for surveillance, counter surveillance, privacy, 
new I D's and new identity, asset protection, 
covert weapons, investigations, and more. (802) 
864-0951 . www.espionage-store.com 

TRAINING 
BOUNTY HUNTER, STOLEN-CHILD, AND 
BODYGUARD TRAINI NG BY PROFESSION
ALS. Call or write for details: National Institute , 
PO BOX 32230, Tucson , AZ 85751. 
520.290.8051 

BODYGUARD TRAINING in the former USSR. 
Experience Reality with Druid Projects, LTD. 
www.druidprojects.com 

SUPERIOR TRAI NING for Professionals! 
Maritime Security, Executive Protection, 
Counter-Intelligence, Corporate Investigations, 
Tactical Firearms, Business Intelligence, 
Technical Surveillance. P.O.S.T. Approved! 
Enterprising Securities (770) 723-1683 or 
www.enterprisingsecurities.com 

SURVIVAL TRAINING -- Basic, Smal l Arms, 
Disaster. Extended courses including Sniper and 
Special OPS, Private training. Send $2.00 
refundable for infopac . MERC. ENTERPRISES, 
PO Box 633, Toast, NC 27049 

VIDEO 
CLOSE QUARTER COMBAT VIDEO: With SF 
and Rangers. Battlefield Ninjutsu. Improvised 
weaponry, disarmament/retention , interdiction, 
anti-ambush, stalking, much more! 120 minutes. 
$39.95 + $3.95 S/H to WARRIORSCHOOL, Box 
768, Sonoita, AZ 85637. 

WEBSITES 
FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your 
Website or Internet URL + 10 words right 
here. This is a great way to get out the word 
on your site! 
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INFORMATION SERVICES 
Know who you are dealing with? 
Locate Telephone Number and 
Addresses, Identity Verification , 
Criminal Records Checks , Motor 
Vehicle Reports , Background 
Checks, Business Reports, Marriage 
and Death Records, More. Contact: 

J GS Inc. 
P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island , New York 10312-0176 
718-984-901 2, Fax: 718-356-7256 

EXOTIC CAMOUFLAGE AND MILITARIA from 
around the world. http://go. to/worldcamo 

FIGHT BACK! Unique Weapons I smallest wireless 
cameras I www.personalarms.com 

NEED AN ALTERNATIVE NATI ONALI TY, 
ALTERNATIVE ID? Pr ivacy Prod ucts, offshore 

. information? www.expatworld.org 

K-9 HANDLER TEAM S & TRAINING. Close 
Protection and Su rvei llance. www.cqbk9 .com 

NIGHT VISION WEAPON SCOPES. Giant 
Binoculars, Spotting Scopes, Rangefinders, Rifle 
scopes. www.americansupply.net 

ONLY 50 CAL BODY ARMOUR on Earth 
Breast & Back Plate http://www.ameri canwhite 
linen.com/ 

MILITARY EQUIPMENT surp lus, machine guns , 
police supplies, fi rearms and accessor ies. 
www.c lassthreesupply.com 

You can now ATTRACT BEAUTIFUL LADIES!! 
This pheromone co log ne never fa ils!! 
www.cicara.com 

POLICE BADGES, Guns, Weapons "Find Icon 
Win Gift" www.maxse ll. com (954-568-1480) 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 

Armalite .. . . .. . ... . ..... . . . 34 
Automatic Knife 

Resource Guide ....... . .. 30 
Baden K-9 . . .. . . . ....... ... 104 
Benchmade Knives .. . . . . .. . . 14 
Blackhawk Industries ....... . 8-9 
Bud K Worldwide .. .. ... . . . . 102 
Bushmaster Firearms .. .. . . .. . 44 
Bushrag .. . .. . .. ...... . . . . 115 
Camelbak . .. ....... . . . ..... 37 
Chase-Durer ... . . . . . .. .. Cover 4 
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Here We Go Again 
A nother fun-fi lled week of ba ll oons 

and baloney as the Democrats try 
to outpitch the Republi can snow

job-a-thon. 
Bes ides wanting to frag the Bush

Cheney parade, Gore and L ieberman are 
di stancin g themselves from Pres ident 
Cl inton as if he had fleas. 

W illi am Cohen wo ul d have to be the 
worst SecDef since Loui s John so n. He 
run s the bloated Pentago n as if he were 
stil l a U .S. senator - lots of hot a ir and 
too many VIP trips at taxpayer expense. 
Then there's hi s predecessor, Wil liam 
Perry, who se ld om saw a go ld-p lated, 
hi gh-tech sys tem he didn ' t want to bu y. 
And once he took care of the players , he 
fla shed back to hi s hi gh-pay ing MICC 
j o b li ke a rocke t. Before Pe rry there was 
Les Aspi n, a bumbling academi c who got 
can ned because he re fu sed to send tank 
to Mogadis hu , Somali a - a bad dec ision 
tha t caused a lot of good men to di e . 

Smart idea . But thi s separa ti on 
shouldn ' t just be limi ted to is ues of 
character: It must also inc lude how, if 
e lected , Gore and Lieberman intend to 
defend Ameri ca. We-the-peop le deserve 
to know their vis.ion befo re November; 
what k ind of fo lks they ' ll put in the 
Pentagon 's top c ivi lian s lots and how 
they ' ll excise the rot . Rot a lways starts 
at the head. And for the past e ight years, 
the Pentagon' s been headed up by dilet
tantes, social eng ineers and racketeers. 
T hese so-ca l led leaders have all owed 
our forces' readi ness level - the ab ility 
to get there qui ckly and whack an enemy 
with a club befo re he knows we ' re 
standing behind hi m - to reach a new 
post-Cold War low. 

B ut throwing bi g bucks at the 
Pentagon, as both maj or parti es plan to 
do, isn ' t the answer. How thi s largesse is 
wasted - since the re's never been more 
money per serv ing person in our country 's 
hi sto ry - is another sto ry. 

Any solution mu st start with proper 
leadership. 

Col. David Hackworth ( Ret. ) also writes a 
syndicated weekly column titled "Defending 
Arnerica.. " "Hack " doesn '1 pull any punches 
and many liberal rags won 't carry his writ
ing. I/ your local paper fa lls into that cate
go1y, call the editor and let him know you 'd 
like to see "Defending America" on the Op
Ed page. It 's syndicated by King Features, 
235 £. 451'1 St., New York, NY 70017. 

And re membe r Pro fesso r S he il a 
Widn a ll , of MIT, the d isas trous Secretary 
of the Air Force? A smart eng ineer, 
maybe, but she didn ' t have one leader
ship bone in he r body and became a total 
puppet of the genera ls . O r try Togo West, 
a s li ck Washin gto n in sider w ho as 
Secretary of the Army spent his time 
arra ng in g buri a l p lo ts in Arlin gto n 
Nati onal Cemete ry for top contrib utors 
- when he was n't pushin g C lin ton's 
kinde r, gentler agenda. Or hi s ass ista nt, 
Sarah Lester, who referred to our val iant 
Ma rines as "ex tremi sts" becau se they ' re 
willing to die for our cou ntry. 

Thi s is just a sampling of the harebrains 
Clin ton put in key Pentagon slots. They and 
the many house- trained generals and admi
ra ls who wouldn ' t stand tall have driven 

T he way our system wo rks is th at this leade rshi p must come 
from the c ivilians who run the Pentagon. B ut sin ce 1993, no 
way has C lin ton's defense tea m at the secretari at level been 
se lected fo r the ir proven leadership skill s. Not one pas t o r pre
sent C linton-appoin ted Pentagon head coul d lead a troop of 
scouts in to a barn during a snowstorm . And they certainl y 
weren't picked fo r thei r defense ex perti se - few would k now a 
Stinger mi ss il e from a snack ba r. None of C linton's three 
SecDefs he ld a leadership pos iti on in our a rmed forces. On ly 
one wore a so ldi er suit. 

C linton ' s selectio n criteri a was simple: an A Tea m that 
would push hi s agenda to make our military po liti ca ll y correct 
via max sens itivity training and a women in every fox ho le. 
Eq uali ty and consideration fo r others over fi ghtin g skill became 
the password. Meanwhile, the B Team remained the sa me o ld 
Mi li tary-lnclust ri a l-Co ngress ion a l Compl ex (MlCC) porke rs , 
still into g reas in g the g reecl ies who play the defense moi1ey 
ga me - li ke maj o r Clin ton contribu tor, defense contracto r, and 
fri end of Reel China , Lo ra l. 

morale so fa r down that our warriors are now crawling through it. 
An Arm y sergeant fro m Fort Stewart, Ga. - who asked to 

remain anonymous - sums it up fo r many: "I'll be happy whe n 
Mr. Clin ton and Mr. Cohen and the ir il k are excused from their 
pos itions. Pe rh aps then our military will be treated with res pect 
and di gni ty fro m the peop le at the top and g iven the ri ght mi s
sions. For the sake of my fe ll ow so ldie rs, T pray th at quali ty, car
in g leaders who can put our military bac k on the ri ght track will 
soon take over. " 

Amen, Se rgea nt. 

http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth 's home page. 

Copyright 2000 David H. Hackworth 
Di stributed by K ing Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth's new book, a novel, 
The Price of Honor, is now avai lable. ~ 
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