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., With the purchase of any new Taurus firearm from 
" '$'1' April 15th, 2000 to October 31st, 2000, Taurus will buy a 

!J'i 1 year membership in the National Rifle Association* 
): valued at $35.00. 
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*See your dealer for redemption 
forms. Submit store receipt and a 
copy of Federal Fom 4473 to Taurus at: 
NRA Offer, 16175 NW 49 Ave., Miami, FL 33014 
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in the National Rifle Association in 2000 or 2001. 

www.taurususa.com 
Taurus Security System included at no additiondl charge. 

For information about a FREE trigger /,ock for your Taurus, phone us at JOS-624-1115 or visit us on the internet. 
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On the Ca11er 
' ... fisherman Donato Dalrymple 
holds 6-year-old Elian Gonzalez 

inside the bedroom of Lazaro 
Gonzalez during the pre-dawn hours 
Saturday, April 22, 2000, as Border 

Patrol agents stormed the Miami 
home to seize custody of the boy." 

See story; page 62. 
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Al J. Venter 



The War We Could Have Won 
A former U.S. peace activist asked a 

retired North Vietnamese officer: 
"Was there anything the Americans 

could have done to prevent your victory?" 
Having opposed U.S. policy and assumed 

a communist victory practically written in 
the stars, the American expected his host to 
declare that nothing could have stopped the. 
inevitable North Vietnamese triumph. 
Instead, as recounted in Richard Schultz' 
book The Secret War Against Hanoi, Col. 
Bui Tin, the very officer who had accepted 
the surrender of the South Vietnamese gov­
ernment in 1975, replied matter-of-factly, 
"Cut the Ho Chi Minh Trail." 

Hardly startling news to those of us secret­
ly gathering intelligence in Laos during the 
Vietnam War. As Green Berets in the top secret 
Studies and Observations Group (SOG), we 
correctly saw the Trail - a network of 
Laotian highways - as the vital lifeline 
connecting the battlefields of South Vietnam 
with Hanoi's very ability to make war. 

The l 22rnrn rockets that pounded Marines 
at Khe Sanh came down the Trail. The North 
Vietnamese regiments that fought at 
Hamburger Hill all traveled down the trail. 

Recognizing it as key to victory, the 
North Vietnamese bad begun constructing 
their secret Laotian infrastructure more than 
five years before the August 1964 Gulf of 
Tonkin incident. 

North Vietnamese engineers and logisti­
cians built an infrastructure that mirrored the 
American one in South Vietnam, complete 
with hundreds of miles of highways, com-· 
mand and communications centers, muni­
tions dumps, food stockpiles, truck parts,, 
petroleum pipelines and troop bivouacs, 
enough to sustain a field army _.:__ and all 
beyond range of American artillery. 

At a cost of nearly 300 U.S. Special 
Forces SOG men killed .or missing detailed 
intelligence documenting North Vietnam­
ese activities made its way to Washington. 
But what was so obvious to Col. Bui 
seemed lost at the State Department and 
White House; the Johnson Administration 

chose to say almost nothing of Laos, foster­
ing a distorted image of peasant insurgents 
pushing bicycles, when the Trail's reality 
was thousands of modem trucks rolling 
along well-kept highways. 

General Westmoreland privately advo­
cated a drive straight across the narrow 
waist of Laos, to create an impassable DMZ, 
as decisive a stroke as MacArthur's landing 
at Inchon in 1950, which had cut off the 
invading North Koreans. There was never a 
question of legality. The Hague Convention 
of 1907 required Laos and Cambodia to 
eject the North Vietnamese and close bor­
ders to their passage, or the injured party 
(the United States) could do it for them. 

U.S. policy makers chose not only to do 
nothing but even downplay or deny North 
Vietnamese violations of neutral Cambodia 
and Laos. It was as if in World War II, 10 
Nazi divisions had attacked Patton's Third 
Army from Switzerland, then - before a 
counterattack could be launched - had fled 
back across the border - and the United 
States not only let them escape, but said 
nothing for fear of offending the Swiss. 

When Lt. Gen. Stanley "Swede" Larsen in­
formed reporters in 1966 the North Vietnamese 
units were operating from Cambodian sanctu­
aries, Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara 
publicly declared the evidence insufficient. 
Reporters went back to Larsen for clru"ifica­
tion, but all the chagrined officer could do was 
smile and announce, "I stand corrected." 

For those of us in SOG secretly witnes~­
ing a truth so at odds with media reporting 
and government pronouncements - welJ, 
defeat seemed ominously certain. 

It was not swarms of Viet Cong guerrilJas 
that stormed into Saigon that infamous April 
morning 25 years ago, but columns of Russian 
T-54 tanks, leading a modern field army - all 
of which had traveled on Laotian highways 
and bases. Had the Ho Chi Minh Trail been 
cut, they could not have passed. 

The Vietnam War, even Hanoi's strate­
gists know, could have been won by the 
United States. ~ 

SOLDfER OF FORTUNE (USPS 525-8 10, ISSN 0145-6784), August 2000, Volume 25, Number 8, is published monthly by SOL­
DIER OF FORTUNE lnc., 5735 Arapahoe Ave. , Suite A-5 , Boulder, CO 80303- 1340. Periodicals Postage is paid at Boulder, CO and 
additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Semi address changes to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Subscription Department, POB 348, 
Mt Morris, IL 6 1054-0348 or call 1-800-877-5207. U.S. and APO-FPO subscription rate for twelve monthly issues $29.95. Canada 
add $10.00/yr. add itional postage (includes GST lax regis1ration business number: 12847 6249 RT). All other cou ntries add $2 1.00 
U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Single Issue Price - U.S.: $4.99; United Kingdom: £2.60; Canada: $5.99. PR INTED IN THE USA. 

CONTRlBUTORS: Manuscripts, photographs or drawings arc submitted at the contributor's own risk. Material should be mailed to 
Articles Editor, SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5. Boulder, CO 80303- 1340, and cannot be returned unless 
accompanied by sufficient postage. Any material accepted is subject to such revision as is necessary to meet the editorial requirements of 
SOF. All manuscripts must be typed double-spaced. All photographs must be cred ited and be accurately identified. Payment will be made 
at rates current at time of publication. Ed itor,ial office phone number is 303.449-3750. 

Copyright© 2000 by SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine Inc. All Rights RcServed. 

SOIJHEll 01( JrtHl'l1JNE 
IVlAGAZINE 

Robert K. Brown 
ED IT OR/PUBLISHER 

MANAGING ED ITO R Dwight Swift 

SE NIOR ED ITOR Don McLean 

TECHNICAL EDITOR Peter G. Kokalis 

ASSISTANT EonoR Wayne Laugesen 

DEPUTY EDITOR Thomas D. Reisinger 

PRODUCTION DIRECTOR Kathleen Allard 

ART DIRECTOR B. Bigler 

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENTS 

Chief Foreign Correspondent; 
Mark H. Milstein 

Senior Foreign Correspondents: 
Dale B. Cooper • Peter Douglas 

Chuck Fremont • Rob Krott 
Dr. Tom Marks• Jack Thompson 

Maj. Mike Williams • Mjke Winchester 

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 

Africa Al Venter• Adventure Sports Robin Postell 

America Marty Kufus • Aviation Dana Drenkowski 

Explosives/Demolit io11s John Donovan • Forensic Sciences 

Richard L. Sherrow • Gulf War Veterans Affairs Bob 
Newman • G1111 Rights Paul Danish • Larin America Hugo 

Hartenstein • Military History William Brooks -
Col. Alexander McColl (Rct.) - William H. Northackcr 

• Outdoor Affairs Galen Geer• Paramedic Operations 

Dr. John Peters • Scuba Fred Reed • Skydiving Killy 
Baran • VDT/SEAL Larry Bailey • U11co11ve11rio11al 

Operations Brig. Gen. Heinie Aderholt (Ret.) 
- James P. Monaghan 

Vieuwm Veterans Affairs Col. Chuck Allen (Rel.) 

OMEGA GROUP, LTD 

B U S IN ESS MANAGER 

ACCOUNT IN G ASS ISTANT 

FRONT OFF ICE COORDINATOR 

Mary Jensen 

Tara Goldfarb 

Hetty Hennessey 

ADVERTISING 

ADVERT1s 1NG 01RECTOR Nick Soulcles 

SOF WEB S ITE : www.sofmag.com 
E-MAIL: editor@sofma g . com 

F OR ED ITORIAL/ADVERTIS I N G. CAL L 
3D3-449-3 7 50 

S UBSCRIPTION IN QUIRIES CALL . 

1-800-877- 52D7 

FOR LI S T R E NTAL. CALL S T ATLI STICS: 
STACIE N ESTER: 203-778-8700 

IN MEMORIAM 

Craig Nunn - Art Director 
Lance Motley - Foreign Correspondent 

Barry Sadler - Contributing Editor 
Robert MacKenzie - Contributing Edito r 

~ George Bacon - Foreign Correspondent 
Mike Echanis - Foreign Cor respondent 

NOTICE SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is a magazine 
of national and international distribution. There may be 
products in the magazine of which sale, possession or inter­
state transportation may be restricted, prohibited or subject 
to special licensing requirements in your state or nation. 
Purchasers should consult local law enforcement authori ­
ties in their area. All data in this publication, technical or oth­
erwise, are based upon personal experience or individuals 
using specific tools, products, equipment and components 
under particular conditions and circumstances, some of 
which may not be reported in the article and which Soldier 
Of Fortune has not otherwise verified. Soldier Of Fortune, 
its agents, officers and employees disclaim any responsibil­
ity for all liability, injuries or damages. 

4 www.sofmag.com SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ AUGUST 2000 



lll 
• ••• 1 -NV-Es=11=NG 
:It: OFFSHORE 
' $ Secrets of Asset OJ Protection 

m_, ~:'.~~. 1--:rb:t St 
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SOG: A PHOTO HISTORY 
OF THE SECRET WARS 

by John L. Plaster 
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government never intended 
for anyone to see! A compan­
ion photo history to SOG: The 
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Commandos in Vietnam, it 
was compiled from the per­
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The Final Word 

THE REVENGE 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Th is is the mother of all 
revenge books! You'd have to 
buy more than 25 books to get 
all t11e wit and wisdom con­
tained in this compilation from 
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1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, illus., 
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Save Yourself 

SECRET SOFTWARE 
Making the Most of Computer Resources for 
Data Protection, Information Recovery, Forensic 
Examination, Grime Investigation, and More 
by Norbert Zaenglein 
Now the secrets of hackers and other computer-savvy surfers 
are out of tl1e bag. Wl1ether you want to protect confidential info 
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high-tech tools to get t11e job done. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
illus, 128 pp. #10011682 $20.00 
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For entertainment purposes only! 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, 
photos, 160 pp. #10011674 $19.95 
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Tuys From Tuts 
Winner of this month's "Duh-Uh, Where Will It Ever End?" con­

test goes to Annapolis, Maryland, city alderwoman Cynthia A. 
Carter for her proposal that Annapol is in itiate a program to buy back 
water pistols, cap guns, and other toy weapons to staunch "violent 
behav ior" among children. We're not mak ing this up. 

The fi rst-term Democrat said that children "can' t di stingu.i sh 
between a real gun or a play gun," adding that she would eventually like 
to make all toy guns illegal ... but in the mean time said she would seek 
city mon.ies or private funds to stait the toy gun buy-back program. 

Steve Dasbach, national director of the Liberta ri an Party, pon-

Right on target: from left, Dave Baskin (chairman, NRA Disabled Shooting 
Services), Mike Wheaton (sports director, Eastern Paralyzed Veterans 
Association) and Coleman Kearse celebrate the EPVA's entry into the 
NRA-Beeman Championship, in a ceremony at the Bronx, New York, 
Veterans Medical Center. The NRA-Beeman Grand Prix Championship 
tours some 15 cities, taking the shooting sports to the disabled who are 
confined to the immediate vicinity of their respective medical centers. 

dered where this kind of foo lishness would lead. For instance, if 
Carter's toy gun buy-back program is considered successful , might it 
lead to an attempt to prevent urban sprawl by buying back Lego 
bricks? Preventing deforestation by buying back Lincoln Logs? 
Preventi ng burglaries by buying back Barbie's Dream House? 
Preventing traffic accidents by buying back Hot Wheels? 

We would li ke to propose a Daft Poli tician Buy-Back Program, 
in which, fo r a reasonable fee, of course, when citizens di scover they 
have placed in office a politico who is so daft, crooked, or downright 
out of touch with reali ty they cannot do their job, the citizens would 
have the right to buy back the office. 

Dasbach also noted, "this month a school in New Jersey sus­
pended two kindergarten students after they played cops-and-robbers 
on the playground, pointed their fi nger at each other li ke guns and 
shouted ' bang, bang!' . . . Whi ch brave poli tician will be the first to 
propose a fi nger buy-back program?" 

Well. They can have my finger when 1hey pry my cold, dead guns 
j i·om around it! 

Waco Investigator Found Dead 
Carlos Ghigliotti , a 42-year-old expert in thermal imaging and 

video tape who had been retained by a U.S. House committee in the 
investigation of the 1993 Waco tragedy, has been found dead in his 
home and offi ce in Laurel, Maryland. 

Laurel police spokesman Jim Collins to ld reporters, "we're inves­
tigating this as a homicide." There were no signs of a break-in or 
struggle. 

Ghigliotti had testified before the House Reform Committee last 
October that his analysis of the FLIR tapes taken at Waco indicated 
than an FBI agent fired shots at the compound on April 19, the final 
day of the 1993 siege. This conclusion has been disputed by the FBI. 

Lead lawyer in a $ 100 m.illion wrongfu l death sui t coming out of 
the Waco siege, Michael Caddell, told reporters at the time of 
Ghigliotti 's death, that he had recently discussed Ghigliotti 's conclu­
sions with him, and had intended to retain him as an expert witness 
- because his work impressed him, and his first expert had suffered 
a stroke. 

Attaboy, Tuurus 
On the heels of the "business decision" on the part of S&W to 

cave to anti -gun lawyers, comes the refreshing news that Taurus is 
buying a free NRA membersh.ip for every purchaser of a Taurus 
handgun. Taurus supports your gun rights - be sure to support 
Taurus when considering your next quali ty handgun purchase. 

2000 Gun Rights Policy Conference 
Meet with national gun rights leaders and fellow grassroots activists 

at the 15th Annual Gun Rights Policy Conference (GRPC 2000) in 
Washington, D.C. this 29 and 30 September, and l October. 

This year's agenda will examine crucial issues such as youth vio­
lence, "smart" guns, city lawsuits, concealed carry legislation, legal 
and medica l scholarship, and what's happening in the federal , state 
and local arenas - plus the 2000 elections. 

For updates, check www.saf. org, or www.ccrkba.org on the web. 
Fu1ther information is available online, or by writing 2000 GRPC, 
12500 NE Tenth Place, Bellevue, WA 98005; phone: 425-454-4911; 
fax: 425-451-3959. Sponsored by the Citizens Comm.ittee for the Right 
to Keep and Bear Arms and the Second Amendment Foundation, the 
conference, hundreds of dollars worth of materials, and a luncheon 
are free. Travel, lodging and other meals are the responsibility of 
conferees; a special $99 room rate is available from the Crystal City 
Marriott (call 800-228-9290 and menti on GRPC 2000). 

The Great G.I. Surplus Auction - On Line! 
Uncle Sam always buys the most expensive, and quite often buys 

the best, making G.I. surplus, when it's appropriate for your needs, a 
source of good gear, equipment, vehicles and delightfully greasy 
scrounge. Ah , the hours we have spent in the blistering sun waiting 
fo r the pallet with the widgets we wanted to come under the gavel, 
after driving all n.ight on coffee and doughnuts to get there. 

Now, there's a better way. Science marches on, and Levy/Latham 

Continued on page 10 
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EXCLUSIVELY PRESENTS ... 

ISRAELI MILITARY 
M-15 

GAS MASK $45.00 
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FEATURES: 
WHY CHOOSE 

THE MIS??? 
*DRINKING TUBE 
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CANTEEN 
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THREAT 

*ENHANCED 
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*VOICE BOX 

SPARE 
FILTERS 

AVAILABLE $4.00 

QUANTITIES ARE LIMITED!!! 
ORDER NOW 

IRONWOLF ENTERPRISES 
201 EAST SECOND STREET 

BERWICK, PA 18603 

PEACE OF 
MIND 

WE 
ACCEPT 

ALL 
MAJOR 
CREDIT 
CARDS. 

PHONE: 1-800-752-WOLF OR (570)752-8800 
FAX: (570)759-1800 

website: http://www.ironwolfent.com 

A full-line of military surplus and survival gear available. 
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PROOF OF 

Hue Chung Kun Tao - Specializing in the Whip 
"The Secret Science of the Mind" 

U.S. Army Special Forces Combat hand-to-hand video 
(S.E.R.E.) taught by Master Guy Savelli* (Special Force Assn. #A-900) 

hired by Colonel Nick Rowe (Contract #0 .A.K.F. 40-85-M-3933). 

*UNMATCHED 
Physical. Mental and Spiritual Results 

• Spiritual, mental and physical healing techniques and tapes 
• Realistic mobile fighting machines designed to teach your students 

to scientifically attack and defend all body areas 
• Wooden monster training device (shown for the first time) 
• Fighting machine circuit workouts 
• Board certified internal medicine physician/martial arts practitioner 

revealing medical implications of body strikes with specific techniques 
leading to certification for owners/instructors 

• Secrets of poison hand hitting revealed for the first time 
• Comprehensive correspondence course 

Send for Special Free Video Brochure! 
Call 1-888-245-8833 Toll Free 

www. wo r I dku n gf u. com 
*Master Guy Savelli has been tested at Duke Univers ity, the Mind Science Foundation, JFK University, 

The Psychical Research Insti tute and The Special Forces Laboratory at Fort Bragg. 

"' RECALL NOTICE• HK USC AND UMP "' 
Heckler and Koch, Inc. is voluntarily recalling USC (.45 ACP) carbines and UMP (.45 ACP) subma­
chine guns due to reported breakage of the cocking lever. All of the recalled firearms wi ll be fitted 
with a newly designed cocking lever (operating handle} by HK's technical department at no charge. 

Serial number range affected by this recall: 
USC Carbine (.45 ACP) 47·000102 through 47-002600 
UMP Submachine Gun (.45 ACP) 163-001001 through 163-001200 

Current USC carbines and UMP submachine guns on order wi ll be refitted with the new cocking 
lever prior to shipment. 

HK is recommending that USCs and UMPs covered by this recall not be used until the new cocking 
lever is installed. Owners and users are requested to contact HK at (703) 450-1900, ext. 226 to 
arrange shipment to Heckler & Koch for installation of the new cocking lever. 

Global LLC has gone partners with DoD to 
sell some $ 10 billion (acquisition cost) of 
surplus G.I. equipment - and they' re doing 
it on-line. The test internet auction last April 
of electron ic test equipment and heavy 
machine tools at Redstone Arsenal was a 
crashing success . Another sale at McClellan 
AFB in Sacramento is going on while we 
write this. 

Interested buyers can get sale and prod­
uct information at www.levylatham.com, or 
www.surplusbid .com . Further information 
is available from Earl Bray, President, 
phone: 480-367-1100; fax: 480-367-1200; 
or by e-mai l to ebray@levylatham.com. 

Alliant To Make G.I. Rounds 
Alliant Technologies, makers of such 

popular smokeless powders as Bullseye, 
Unique, 2400 and the Reloader series, has 
won a $105 million contract to produce 5.56, 
7.62 and 12.7mm ammo for the Army. 
Alliant also recently was awarded contracts 
to supply the U.S. and NATO allies with 
$100 million worth of small-arms and medi­
um-caliber ammo, rocket propellant and 
warhead subassemblies. 

G.I.s to Guatemala 
The Guatemalan congress has approved 

the deployment of 40 American military per­
sonnel , to join Guatemalan agents in 
counter-narcotics ops. 

Four Against 50 
Put these four heads together and you can 

bet something really silly is about to happen : 
Rep. Rod Blagojevich (D-IL), Rep. Henry 
Waxman (D-CA), Sen. Diane Feinstein (D­
CA), and Sen. Frank Lautenberg (D-NJ). 
This time, they are after what are probably 
the best-behaved firearms available, judging 
from the fact they virtually never are used in 
a crime - the .50 BMG rifles. 

These never-appear-on-a-police-blotter 
rifles are claimed by these Chicken-Little 
legislators to "present a serious and substan­
tial threat to the national security." These 
sponsors of HR2 l 27 (S 1774) also claim the 
.50 rifles are "neither designed nor used in 
any significant number for legitimate sport­
ing or hunting purposes." Aside from that the 
Second Amendment has not a thing to do 
with "sporting" purposes, Wrong Again. 
Chalk that one up to ignorance, considering 
the sources. Their rationale for HR21 27 also 
includes the reference to the "virtuall y unre­
stricted availability of these firearms and 
ammunition ... " That's not merely wrong, 
they have to know better - and it's hard to 
find a term to accurately describe someone 
who states as fact something they know is 
not true, except either a "Clinton" or a "liar." 

Returning to the ignorant assertion that .50 
BMG rifles are not "used in any significant 
number for legitimate sporting ... purposes," 
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German Engineering 
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The Military Air Force Chronograph TL 

Pure titanium case. Bidirectional 
rotating bezel with ratchet. Scratch 
resistant sapphire crystal with anti­
reflection treatment. Integrated large 
spaced pu re titanium push buttons. 
Recessed , screw-in titanium crown. 
Water resistant to 20 bar. Chronograph 
with large central 60-minute timer, 12-
hour counter, 24-hour time readout. 
Self-winding movement with day and 
date. Starting at $1,880. 

Tutima Chronographs 
are official standard 
equipment of NATO 
pilots and the German 
Armed Forces since 
1985. 

I 
I 

~ 

ti 
lritUnw 
Gennan Tradition since 1927 

To receive Tutima's documentation of 
INSTRUMENT WATCHES call: 

1-TUTIMA-USA-1 • (1-888-462-8721) 
www.tutima.com 

the thousands of members of the Fifty Caliber 
Shooters Association have created the Fifty 
Caliber Shooters Policy Institute (FCSPI), an 
NRA/ILA type of organization designed to 
educate Congress as to the facts of the matter, 
and stem the ill-advised efforts of Feeble­
minded Four mentioned above. 

Any lobbying effort takes funds, and to 
raise these funds, the FCSPI is having a 
fund-raiser with - what else - a .50 Ma 
Deuce heavy barrel as the drawing prize. 
Belt-fed, of course, and strictly semi-auto, 
complete with M3 tripod, manual, extra pro­
jectiles, ATF approval letter. The prize has 
been donated by TNW, Inc., Box 311 
Vernonia, OR 97064. Donations are $25, 
and you need not be present to win. You also 
do not need to donate to participate. 

Further details are available from FCSPI 
at 909-653-5447 or 435-527-9245; or on the 
FCSPI web page: www.50cal-policy.org . 

Chem-Suit Criminals Sentenced 
Five officials of the now-bankrupt Isratex 

Corporation copped a plea to lesser charges 
and have been sentenced in the case of bilk­
ing the Pentagon and endangering G.l.s with 
the faulty production of chem/bio protective 
suits, and conspiring to hide the fact the suits 
were faulty. Some 140,000 had to be pulled 
from military stocks. 

lsratex Corporation was given three years 
probation and fined $266,825, the Puerto 
Rican subsidiary was fined $96,000. 
Company president Abe Brin, having 
already spent several months in jail, was 
fined $4,000 and must pay $195,000 restitu­
tion; his brother Yehuda Yoav Brin got six 
months and a $40,000 fine; Zvi Rosenthal, 
former production manager, got six months 
home-time and was fined $20,000. Lesser 
officials got lesser sentences. 

The 140,000 potentially defective suits 
have been pulled from Army and Air Force 
stocks. The suits represent only a fraction of 
the some four million such suits under DoD 
control, and the ones withdrawn from ser­
vice will no doubt be used for training. 

Army Tu Try E-Recruiting 
Hard-pressed between a declining enlist­

ment curve and tighter budgets for recruiting 
efforts, Army Secretary Louis Caldera is 
championing an approach that has worked 
well for corporate America: e-recruiting. 
Some highlights of Caldera's new recruiting 
strategy through cyberspace include interac­
tive web sites (exciting simulation games, 
virtual tours of posts and choppers). In addi­
tion the Army is hiring a new ad agency, 
conducting a new ad campaign, and will 
have new media buying strategies that make 
heavy use of banner ads, e-mails and pop­
ups, in addition to buying cheaper, more tar­
geted ads on cable TV, syndication and spot 
media. DoD asked for some $700 million for 
recruiting; the House decided $200 million 
would be adequate. ~ 

Drink A Toast ... 
~ 

to the 25th Anniversary of 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
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BOULDER, CO 80303 
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Wines cannot be shipped to and are void in the following states: 
Kentucky, Georgia, Florida, North Carolina, Louisiana, Maryland, 

Kansas, Utah, Tennessee, Indiana, Oklahoma and New Hampshire. 
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Tyranny of the Left 
Free speech? Not in the United States, if you support the 

Second Amendment and want to speak at the prestigious 
Brandeis University. 

When student organizers set out to bring legendary actor and 
NRA President Charleton Heston to campus, the university 
administration set out to make it an expensive, cumbersome 
endeavor. Citing Heston's "controversial views," university offi­
cials established a special set of security regulations that have 
never been required for any other speaker at the campus. 

Special requirements for Heston's 28 March speech included 
a bomb-sniffing dog, two full-body metal detectors, two hand­
held metal detectors, at least 10 security guards and four units of 
Heston's blood type. In all, the special provisions for Heston's 
speech cost the event's sponsor an additional $6,000. 

Seasoned security specialists, and Heston's publicists have 
characterized the extra security measures as ridiculous. 

By ordering such extreme and absurd security precautions, 
university officials accomplished three things: They (1) made it 
an expensive endeavor to bring in politically incorrect speakers; 
(2) created the illusion that Heston's fans are reckless, dangerous 
bomb-toting thugs, and (3) openly defied the spirit of the First 
and Second Amendments to the United States Constitution. 

Persecuted Veteran 
Harold Hughes is a decorated veteran of the U.S. Army, who 

served with the Army Rangers in Vietnam. Until recently, he'd 
had no run-ins with the law. 

"He's never committed a violent act in his life outside the 
Army," says his brother, Curtis. 

Lately, Hughes told a newspaper in Paintsville, Ky., his suc­
cessful war career has been nothing but a hindrance. Police and 
the courts, Hughes claims, have decided his war record makes 
him a "violent killer" to be carefully watched. 

It might seem like a hollow conspiracy theory, except that one 
recent arrest supports it. A local judge accused Hughes of mak­
ing an obscene gesture toward him as the two met in traffic in 
downtown Paintsville. The judge issued a contempt of court 
order against Hughes and sent out the Kentucky State Police 
Special Response Team-a SWAT unit-to arrest him. The 
SWAT unit pulled up with a fire truck, an ambulance and lots of 
cop cars. 

Hughes, fearing for his life, hid from the SWAT team in the 
hills behind his home for one night before turning himself in. At 
a hearing that day, his daughter took the stand and took full cred­
it for making an obscene gesture toward the judge. 

The judge testified he was "absolutely confident" that Mr. 
Hughes, not his daughter, made the obscene gesture. Then 
Hughes brought out his trump card. The morning of the 
obscene gesture, he was in jail. Records from the jail proved 
his claim beyond any doubt, and the contempt charge was 
thrown out. 

He'd been in jail on charges stemming from a domestic 
squabble with his estranged wife, who he has since divorced. 

During an argument, when his wife was several hundred yards 
away in a barn, Hughes fired a weapon into the ground. He was 
charged with first-degree wanton endangerment and arrested 
attack style by the Special Response Team. 

Hughes told his hometown paper that he's never committed a 
violent act outside of war, and wants to clear the air about his 
newfound image as a violent man. 

"I just want to live in peace," Hughes said. "I have a horse­
back trail-riding business that is really taking off, if they'd just 
leave me alone. Right now I'm afraid to come to town without 
someone with me." 

Clearly Hughes should never have fired a weapon, into the 
ground or in any direction, during a domestic dispute. For doing 
so, he deserves to pay the consequences. However, the criminal 
justice system has no just cause to consider Hughes a dangerous 
violent killer just because he served his country in Vietnam. We 
doubt SWAT teams are used to bring in others in Kentucky who 
are charged with flipping off a judge. 

The attack-style arrests of Hughes reflect a growing and 
frightening trend in America to view war veterans - especially 
those with guns - as rogue, dangerous elements of society. 
Most, of course, are the antithesis of that hateful, inaccurate 
stereotype. Combat veterans risked their lives in defense of free­
dom. That takes kindness and compassion toward ones fellow 
man, not a reckless desire to maim and kill. 

How to Be Gay 
A University of Michigan professor will likely find precious 

little resistance from fellow faculty to his newest course: "How 
to Be Gay: Male Homosexuality and Initiation." 

That's because the academic world has spent the past two 
decades embracing and promoting alternative lifestyles, while 
shutting down expressions of traditional cultural values with 
speech codes disguised as anti-harassment policies. 

Meanwhile, Professor Jon Reisman at the University of 
Maine is starting a new course that's certain to outrage his 
peers. It's called: "Political Correctness in America." 

Reisman, a tenured economics and government professor, 
calls himself the most "politically incorrect" instructor at the 
university. He intends to use his course to teach students how 
the politically correct atmosphere on college campuses, in the 
media and the public sector goes all the way back to the Salem 
witch hunts. Students will study the Alien and Sedition Acts, the 
Bill of Rights, abolition and temperance movements, 
McCarthyism and drug policy. 

"You've got a very dedicated group of faculty members - I 
call it the democracy Politburo - the equal opportunity officers, 
the women's studies, peace studies, Marxist-studies groups, and 
they have a mindset," Reisman told the Washington Times. "But 
their method of doing it involves imposing a certain code of 
behavior, speech and action on others." 

Reisman says his class will be the first of its kind in the 
country, and he hopes it catches on. 

"I don't expect untenured faculty members to do this," he 
said. "But we tenured faculty members have to. We won't have 
a free society if we don't." ~ 
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Text & Photos by Norbert Schiller 

A Quiet On The Tsorona Front 
The road wincling down from Asmara, in Eritrea's highlands, 

hasn ' t changed much in a year. There is less traffic, and what 
you see is mostly civilian. The local nomads have become more 

relaxed, leaving their herds to cross the road, with li ttle worry of 
them being crushed by military vehicles racing to the front. The 
military checkpoi nts have almost all disappeared, along with the 
columns of t:rucks carrying troops. Ifl hadn ' t traveled this route one 
year before, I would have never guessed that I was less than an 
hour 's drive from one of Africa's bloodiest battlefields. 

Eritrea and Ethiopia have been at war for more than two years 
over what is technically called a border dispute. However, since the 
spring of 1999 there has been very little cross-border fighting, only 
the occasional skirmish, the last being in February of this year. The 
international community, most notably the Americans, the 
Europeans and the Organization of African Unity (O.A.U.), have 
stepped up their efforts to find a solution. A number of peace pack­
ages have been put forward, but according to Eritrea's president, 
Isayas Afworke, Ethiopia's leadership has flatly rejected all of them. 
"Much hope has been put on what the international community 
could do to bring about peace," Afworke asserted in an interview. 
"We have waited for almost six months now, and we were told that 
they [the international community] are still trying to persuade the 
other side to accept the peace package . . . all roads that lead to 
demarcation or arbitration [to solve the border dispute] are not 
acceptable to the other side. 

The day I was invited to go to the front coincided with market day 
in many of the small villages I passed. Solcliers were out leisurely 
shopping for goods and sitting in small roadside cafes, chatting with 
friends . A year ago, many of these same villages were deserted, and 
the only sound that could be heard was that of steel tank treads rum­
bling over rocks and dirt on their way to battle. In one of these vil­
lages, children catTied on playing in a school 
yard despite being so close to the front Lines. 

As soon as I entered the third grade 
classroom of Yordanos Kiflemariam, age 
20, the entire class of 30 pupils stood up 
speechless. The kids were incredibly disci­
plined and nobody spoke out of turn as the 
teacher continued with her lecture. 
Yordanos, a science teacher, has seen her 
fair share of battle. She served for two years 

on the Mereb Setit front. Now that the fighting has stopped, she has 
been pulled back as part of a military-sponsored program to get 
highly trained soldiers teaching kids in rural classrooms. 

Across the dusty sports field, Hagosa Ghebrezghi , 23, is teach­
ing mothers, some old enough to be her own, in an adult education 
program, also sponsored in part by the military. The mothers, some 
with small babies clinging to them, pay close attention to the 
teacher. Hagosa spent two years in Badme, which saw some of the 
war's worst fighting. 

Eritrea's road to independence has not been an easy one. For 30 
years the Eritrean resistance fought to free themselves from 
Ethiopia. "I can tell you about the experience of the population of 
this country from 1961 to 1991 ," Afworke said. "We were 3 million 
[the same population as today]; we didn ' t have the resources. 
Mengistu had the biggest, most sophisticated army in black Africa 
with all the resources in his hands an air fo rce of 170 aircraft and a 
500,000-strong standing army. Never in Africa would you fi nd all 
that might. Where is Mengistu now? Mengistu is in Zimbabwe [in 
exi le] . We [the Eritreans] know how to survive." 

Farther along the road, the Tsorona rift finally opens up, and in tl1e 
distance you can see the high, jagged peaks of the Selambese moun­
tain range across the border in Ethiopia. From here I am taken to a 
command post high on a hill overlooking the entire valley. A yeai· ago, 
all I could see in this valley were explocling shells and columns of 
smoke rising from burning tanks and armored vehicles. Now, the 
columns of smoke have turned to dust - tractors plow the fertil e 
fields. Since the inhabitants were forced to abandon their land for fear 
of an attack, the military has agreed to farm the land until the people 
can be repatriated safely. The Tsorona Valley is fed by the Mareb 
River, bordering both Eritrea and Ethiopia, and is known for bei ng the 
best farm land in the region. 

At the command post I am sur­
prised to see the lack of military 
hardware. You might think that such 

(above) The President of Eritrea, lsayas Afworke. "We 
are one population, one people ... . You can't defeat a 
population that is determined to defend its land." (right) 
Aida enjoying her coffee. Even warriors need a break. 
(left) Female military medic treats casualty in under­
ground hospital. 
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a strategic location, dominating the entire 
countryside, would be an ideal place to put 
the most sophisticated weaponry. However, 
that's what has made the Eritreans who they 
are; they never do what one expects. One of 
the soldiers present invited me into one of 
the huts for lunch. There, spread out before 
us was the traditional Eritrean (and 
Ethiopian) meal of enjera bread topped with 
rice, beans and spicy sauce. 

After our meal, Aida Berhe, a stunning 
21-year-old fighter who could easily grace 
the pages of any women's fashion maga­
zine, invites me to an adjoining hut to par­
take in the Buna (coffee) ceremony with a 
nurse named Elsa. During the long course 
of preparing the coffee, I am amazed to 
think how Aida, with her gold earrings, 

· long, painted fingernails , and an ambition to 
be an artist and fashion designer, could 
wind up a fighter on the rugged Tsorona 
front. Aida smiles a lot and jokes around 
with me and the other male combatants, but 
when it comes to defending her country she 
is deadly serious. 

Aida and Elsa have spent their entire two­
year stint as soldiers on the Tsorona front 
lines. Besides being in the same unit, they 
share something else, along with many other 
Eritreans. Both were born in Addis Ababa, 
the Ethiopian capital, to Eritrean parents, 
while the two countries were united. Their 
families only moved to Eritrea in 1994, after 
independence. Aida's three older sisters left 
Ethiopia when Aida was still a child, to study 
in Europe, and remain there to this day. Four 
years after arriving in Asmara, both women 
joined the army, to defend a country neither 
had much knowledge of. 

What makes soldiers like Aida and Elsa 
so devoted to defending their homeland? 
"We are one population, one people," 
President Afworke emphasizes. "You can't 
defeat a population that is determined to 
defend its land." 

Afworke is convinced Ethiopians' hearts 
are not in the war. Ethiopian troops, he says, 
had to be forced to the front to attack 
Eritrean positions. They were pushed by 
firing squads that stayed behind the lines. 
"That's how tens of thousands of their 
troops were killed in a matter of three days." 

Tucked away in a canyon above Tsorona 
is one of the underground hospitals made 
famous by the Eritreans during their 30-year 
fight for independence. Inside, female doc­
tors go about their routine check-ups. These 
days the patients are not suffering from bat­
tle wounds, but rather common sicknesses 
like dysentery, heat stroke or the flu. 
Surfacing from the hospital, I run into Aida 
who has driven to the dispensary to pick up 
some supplies. Surprised to see her again, I 
ask when she expects to be discharged from 
the military. She smiles, jumps back in the 
Landcruiser and says, "Elsa and I have 
requested to stay for another 18 months." 

Norbert Schiller has worked as a photog­
rapher for Der Spiegel and Time, among oth­
ers. His first article for SOF, "Eritrea At 
War," appeared in the March 2000 issue. Y( 
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EVEN AS YOU READ THIS, countless individuals and firms are 
being enormously damaged by having their private conversations 
overheard, monitored, andlor recorded. 
Almost without exception and AFTER the fact, the victims make a 
statement something along the lines of "But, I never thought it 
could happen to ME! 
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analyzes a pre-programmed series of electronic measurements 
along the telephone line and converts the analysis into an easy to 
follow. step by step, test procedure. No technical knowledge is 
required or necessary. A visual indication (via a flashing LED) 
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eavesdropping device. 
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Exclusive GSS proprietary circu•ry assures the utmost privacy protection possible 
today. The CSD-18 detects even the very latest ultra-sophisticated eavesdropping 
devices spec~ically designed to defeat detection, including sophisticated 'f'requency 
Hoppers" and "Burst Bugs". Also includes multi-line option for testing business phones. 

MAXIMUM PROTECTION 
DETECTOR! :---.._'I) 

If you fear the possibil•y of I . -
recorded during private - •. 
conversaUons and require -~- , 
"Silent" notification, we've ;, "' 
also included our SBD-5 (regularly $225) as 
a FREE GIFTI Only 3" x 2" x 1", this exc•ing 
new devek>pment in micro-miniaturization will 
instantly detect hidden body wires at ranges 

While most individuals are now somewhat guarded in their 
telephone conversations, they still rather naively feel secure in 
the "privacy• of their own home or office. However, the most 
common type of iap• presently used by eavesdroppers now 
picks up ALL SOUNDS AND CONVERSATION WITHIN A 
ROOM .. WITH THE TELEPHONE STILL ON THE HOOK! 

The CSD-18 detects and locates ALL major 
categories of surveillance equipment including: 

TELEPHONE RECORDING DEVICES 
ALL TYPES OF CONCEALED TRANSMITIERS 

BUMPER BEEPER TRACKING DEVICES 

up to 10 ft and alert you via a silent vibration. Due to this devastating capabilfy, this infin•y" tap (variously ALL SERIES & PARALLEL PHONE TAPS 
INFINITY, LASER, MICRO-WAVE TRANSMITIERS 

including Video, Computer and Fax T ransmtt.ters BIG MONEY OPPORTUNITIES
I referred to as Infinity Transmitter, Hookswitch Bypass, 3rd 
• Wire, Harmonica Bug, etc.) has become the 'bug of choice". 

Afso, complete information describing the 
fantastic opportun•ies now open to trained In flagrant violation of federal law prohib•ing their use and 
Counter-Surveillance technicians and how a sale, these devices in various forms are openly advertised in 
number of individuals are reaping a Bonanza many technical publications for as l•tle as $30. L•erally 
in this booming business! You'll learn exactty thousands of these devices are now in the hands of 
how the ever increasing use of Electronic unscrupubus indNiduals all over the country! 
Ustening Devices by investigative agencies, In response to this ever-growing threat. a uniquety engineered 
government agencies, jeab us suitors and feature of the CS0-18 now a~o detects Infinity type devices 
unscrupulous business competitors, etc. has anywhere "down the line•. 
created huge demand for this service. 

CSD-18 $ 4 9 5 Complete! 
See our Website 

www.spy-city.com 

Includes headphones, antenna/probe, all plugs and 
adapters, batteries, the Free SBD-5 & Info Packages. 

HOW TO ORDER In other words, W ANYONE ... ANYWHERE ... is utilizing the 
FASCINATING HI-TECH telephone tip and/or ring wires to monfor your private room Order NOW by Mail or Telephone. 10 DAY MONEY 

INFORMATION PACKAGE! conversations while your telephone is on the hook, you'll BACK GUARANTEE if you're not 100% pleased and 
A detailed analysis of a variety of extremely immediately be made aware of~ via a flashing LEDi completely satisfied. We pay shipping charges on 
fascinating hi-tech devices and procedures 100% POSITIVE INDICATION all prepaid & credit card orders. Add $15 for CODs. 
used for ultra-sophisticated audto and video 
eavesdropping including micro-wave and The CSD-18 also flawlessly detects "Series" and "Parallel" G S h T hn J 
laser device moortoring; new methods for telephone transm•ters and "Telephone Recording Devices". (C)2000 feat OUt ern eC 0 Ogy 
listening thru walls; all about scramblers, And, a separate feature silently indicates when extension • _ Mail Order Division _ 
voice changers and exactly how neighbors phones are picked up or being used. The CSD-18 completely • • p 0 Box 1219, Carrollton. GA 30117 
eavesdrop. How missing persons are found, eliminates all doubt and guesswork. ll!!lllll"'~~l""!po.-~~IP--
confidential data banks are broken into, lie EXCLUSI E I !i.J:2S!!I ·lt'j1!3!& 

detectors deceived and much morel V "LISTEN-IN" FEATURE! ~T'F/:1;'\7:P CALL TOLL FREE 
The CSD-18 will even allow you to i isten-1n" to exactly what 

AcomprehensiveinformaHonpackage the eavesdropper IS surreplrtlOUSly monitoring And, without ORDER m f·teti••L•...-111111 
ex~~i~::n~K~~crn~~~'r!~~~9°[~~~~~~~. the eavesdropper ever becoming aware that he has been ~ ~ T~J. 
Reads like a James Bond novel, with one det7ctedl. We ar7 unaware~~ ANY other detection equipment BY L@ l ....... , I : ., , · 19· · : ! 
;mportant exception ... 1rs NOT FICTION! having !hrs combined capab1lrty AT ANY PRICEI PHONE - ; y /SA iMastere.,d\ , • 

L~b;Jl••••••••lliiiill..:=============== 1
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The Potato Digger That Couldn't Dig Potatoes 
The world 's first successful gas-operated machine gun was the 

direct consequence of an inventor taking heed of the muzzle 
blast generated by the propellant gases from a rifle he was test 

firing. In 1889 John Moses Browning noticed the blast from his rifle 
parting the bulrushes several yards downrange at a gun club in the 
salt marshes near Ogden, Utah. Browning immed iately tested this 
effect on a 5-pound iron block with a hole drilled in its center. After 
the bullet passed through the hole, the subsequent blast sent the 
block sailing across the room. His next experiment was wi th a lever­
action rifle that he turned into a somewhat crude look ing, but effec­
tive, semiautomatic weapon by this means. He then modified this 
system to fire in a full-auto mode. After more experimentation, the 
design was offered to Colt for production on 22 November 1890, 
less than a year from his shooting session in the bulrushes. 

The U.S. Navy first tested the gun in 1893 and by 1895 it would 
accept both the A1my's .30-40 Krag and Navy's 6mm Lee rounds. It 
became official ly known as the Colt Model 1895 machine gun . 
Within a short time the troops dubbed it the "Potato Digger" 
because of the peculiar movement of its gas-actuating lever that 
swung in a half arc under the muzzle end of the barrel (note its sim­
ilarity to the cycling movement of the lever-action rifle that gave 
Browning his original notion). 

The gun fired from the locked-breech position. Propellant gases 
move through a gas port in the barrel just prior to the bullet leav ing 
the muzzle. A piston that lies in the gas cy linder surrounding the 
outer edge of the gas port closes the gas port. The piston is attached 
to the gas-actuating lever that swings in a vertical plane. The move­
ment of the gas lever moves the cloth belt fo rward, extracts and 
ejects the empty case and cocks the hammer. Simultaneously, the 
cartridge extractor pulls a cartridge out of the belt and onto the car­
rier. The retracting springs then rotate the gas lever forward and up. 
This causes the front end of the carrier to rise, bringing the cartridge 

on the carrier directly in front of the bolt. The bolt then moves for­
ward to chamber the round. At thi s time the feed wheel rotates to 
place a cartridge in position to engage the cartridge extractor, which 
is now moving forward. During the fin al forward motion of the gas 
lever, the bolt pin in the cam of the bolt 's rib cants the rear end of 
the bolt down, causing it to lock firmly behind the shoulders in the 
receiver body. The trip then causes the sear to release the hammer, 
which impinges against the firing pin. This firing cycle will repeat 
until the trigger is released at a rate of between 400 to 500 rounds 
per minute. At least that's the way it was supposed to work. 

After no more than several hundred rounds of continuous fire the 
Potato Digger will invariably overheat and "cook-offs" will result. 
In fact, you were exceedingly lucky if you could fire more than a 
hundred rounds without a stoppage of one sort or another. In a report 
dated 14 June 1895, a machine gun board at Springfield Annory 
detailed the following deficienci es of the Colt Model 1895: "numer­
ous small working parts, dependency upon spiral springs, delicacy 
of mechanism, liability to be clogged by foreign particles, decrease 
in initial velocity due to loss of gases escaping through vent, vibra­
tion of muzzle and consequent inaccuracy, necessity of loading belts 
by hand before gun is used, and frequent interruptions in automatic 
firing from various causes. The board is of the opinion that in its pre­
sent fo rm, as shown by the tests made, this arm is not suitable fo r 
ordinary service and has no place in the land armament." Be that as 
it may, the Colt Model 1895 was sold in large numbers throughout 
South America and Europe and was used successfully by the Navy 

Continued on page 24 

The Marlin-Rockwell U.S. Navy Mark 
V Model 1917 machine gun was a 
total fiasco and all but a handful of 
the 1,605 manufactured were 
recalled and scrapped. As a result, 
the few that remain in existence 
today are incredibly rare. (inset) The 
Marlin-Rockwell U.S. Navy Mark V 
Model 1917 machine gun used a 
straight-line, piston-type gas sys­
tem with an adjustable gas regula­
tor instead of the gas-actuating 
lever method that resulted in the 
term "Potato Digger." 
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Force him to make the first move ... dance him around like a girl ... 
and TAKE HIM OUT like a rag doll! 

Why Are Bigger, Stronger, Taller And Meaner 
Multiple-Black Belt Bad Asses Absolutely Terrified 

Of Challenging This Mild, Middle-Aged (An Undefeated) 
No-Rules Cage Fighter From Arizona? 

It's because his amazing new "simple and vicious" streetfighting system - perfected in 
illegal (felony) no-rules "pit" fights - allows you to instantly dominate and humiliate even 
experienced black-belt opponents ... no matter how over-matched you are in size, strength 

or skill. The fight is over before he can blink. 
Best part: You can learn it almost overnight, even if you're out-of-shape 

and have no previous fighting skills at all . .. guaranteed! 

(Dateline -- Visalia, Ca) My office has 
been "action central" in the streetfighting 
world for over 10 years now. I rub el­
bows with domestic and foreign special 
forces (SEALS, DELTA, Rus sian 
Spetznaz), federal agents (CIA, FBn, big­
city SWAT cops, and "black bag" opera­
tives from organizations most civilians 
will never, ever know about. 

Any of these guys can tell you how to fight. 

But ... if you want to learn how to fight 
very quickly ... with an as tonishing 
"short set" of viciously-simple secrets 
that will allow you to step up to any 
fighter, of any size and skill level, and 
instantly introduce him to a new world 
of pain and fear .. . then you MUST hear 
me out. 

What's more . . . if you choose ... I will 
pay for your entire lesson , out of my own 
pocket 

What I'm about to show you will 
change your life .. . and the way you walk 
the earth,forever . 

Here's the story: The closest you will 
ever get to a real streetfight or combat 
situation is in the illegal no-rules "cage" 
and "pit" fights staged in underground 
arenas around the world. The only real 
difference is . .. in the street or battlefield, 
you can run away. In the cage .. . 

There's No Place 
To Run! 

Cage fights are bloody messes, and the 
losers often end up permanently 
crippled. In the cage, all the bullshit 
ends. You either win ... or you lose. Period. 

That's why I was so immediately inter­
ested when I heard about Tom Proctor. 
Out of nowhere, this unassuming guy is 
suddenly known as the fighter no black 
belt will fight anymore. He can' t get guys 

to meet him in the cage. He is unde­
feated ( 17-0) in both legal cage fights 
(with the International Sport Com­
bat Federation), and illegal "pit" 
fights (put on by private money). In 
the heavyweight division. 

But here's the kicker: Tom is 45 
years old, and about twenty pounds shy 
of actually being a heavyweight! By 
no means would you call Tom "big". 
Every opponent he faced in the cage 
outweighed him from 40 to 120 
pounds or more (of solid muscle, mind 
you) ... was taller by up to 8 inches ... 
and all of them were young studs in 

their twenties. They were bigger (by - ......... ----------~=~ 
far), younger and in their prime, and 
more experienced in no-rules fighting. 

And here comes Tom into the cage -
shorter, old as dirt, looking almost.frail 
next to the heavyweight monsters he was 
to fight, showing none of the prowess 
these "real" fighters expected. They 
licked their chops . .. 

And The Cage Door 
Slammed Shut! 

Results : Tom put them all down. 
Fast. 

That 284-pound Texan, six foot eight, 
undefeated in 8 cage fights ... begging 
for mercy after just 37 seconds. 

That 268-pound Mexican strongman, 
six-two, the favo rite by 100-to-I ... 
barely lasted a minute and a half before 
going out cold. 

That 22-0 Shoot-fighte r from 
Canada .. . knocked out in under a 
minute. And on, and on - the Ju-Jitsu 
wrestler, the Okinawa-style kickboxer, 
the Muay Thai experts, the streetfighters, 
the ex-Spec Op soldiers, the nastiest and 
biggest and most vicious headhunters on 

Tom Proctor may be 20-years older and 40-
pounds lighter than any opponent he faces in 

the pit, but he is an undisputed and unde­
feated no-rules "cage• fighting champion. How 

is this possible? Tom finally steps forward 
and reveals his simple fighting secrets -- and 
they're easier to learn than you can imagine! 

the planet. .. they all went down in record 
times. Every single one of them. 

Even the professional bouncer from 
the Baltimore strip club (6'8", 290 lbs.) 
- a bad mo-fo so huge the ambulance 
guys couldn't get the straps around his 
chest on the stretcher when they hauled 
him off. 

And you know what Tom Proctor won 
for all his hard work? Not a single penny. 

He never did it for the money. 

He did it just to prove a simple point. 
He just wanted to let the world know 
there really is a simple fighting system 
for average guys .. . 

And NOONE 
Can Beat It! 

And Tom didn ' t stop with his own vie-



tories. He took a group of guys off the 
street, most with ZERO fighting experi­
ence, NO skills at all , and NO "killer in­
stinct" . These yo-yo's were o ut-of­
shape, not muscular, not coordinated, not 
gifted, not anything. In fact; a couple of 
them were young women! 

Didn' t matter to Tom. In the shortest 
time humanly possible, he used his teach­
ing secrets to "force-feed" his simple, 
basic fighting skill s into thi s motley 
group . .. and then sent them out to the 
cages for the first fights o.f" their lives! 

Result, as of Tuesday: A total of 68 
no-rules cage bouts by 15 of his fi ght­
ers. Record: 64 wins by knockout or 
submission, 4 loses to decision. (Not a 
one of hi s guys has ever been knocked 
out or even hurt - the "decision" losses 
were actuaJly "draws" .) 

In just an amazing short rime, Tom 
took "lambs" and turned them into fear­
less warriors. 

So what does all this have to do with 
you? Everything. 

If Tom Proctor can take average Joes 
and turn them into vic ious fighters who 
stare down and knock out meaner, 
heavier and more experienced oppo­
nents in no-rules cage fights (where 
there's nowhere ro run) ... just think what 
his techniques can do for a guy like you! 

Tom 's been aching for a chance to 
show guys like you what he can do for 
you. It's his mission - to completely 
erase ALL the advantages that big, 
muscular, intensely-trained assholes 
have against normal guys. His single­
minded goal is to make every bully, rap­
ist, robber and thrill-seeking punk think 
twice before jumping a guy (or a woman) 
they "think" they can easily take. 

He wants every bad-ass bad guy to 
see the inside of a hospital if they get 
out of line. 

It's a program I'm behind 100%. I've 
sponsored a lot of other fighting sys­
tems, but I've NEVER seen anything like 
Tom's "forgotten" streetfighting meth­
ods. Neither have you - in fact, no one 
has, outside the small group Tom has 
chosen to teach. The system he 's per­
fected has roots in the mysterious an­
cient art of Tao Chi Do ... but even the 
ancient masters never had to face arrack­
ers twice their size in a cage with no 
place to hide. 

Right now is when you . .. 

Finally Learn To Fight 
For REAL! 

The key to Tom's fighting art is its sim­
plicity. There is no intense train ing, no 
long months of practice required. The few 
skills you learn (quickly) easily adapt to 

I Listen To What Men Who Know Are Saying 
I About Tom Proctor's Fighting Secrets! 

"This stuff really works! I defended myself against 3 bikers and got 
one guy with a Rhino move ... I think I broke his nose and some other 
slL![f .. The other two backed off! " --Rodney Ratt, Sask Canada 

"Tom Proctor is without a doubt the best all around fighter that I 
have ever seen in my 26 years of studying the fighting arts. " -- Brad 
E lbricht, Ft. Wayne, IN. 

"Thanks Tom! Ajier learning your cage fighting secrets, my 
confidence has gone through the roof, I no longer walk the streets in fear 

l anymore!" --Allen Wiedlen, Tula-re_,_C_A _______________ _. 
"Jfyou had one hour to prepare for the fight of your life, Tom Proctor 

would be the first call that you make. " --Jim Hallford, Venice Beach, CA 

any situation, against any kind of.fighter. 

This is the ONLY set of fighting skills 
you' ll ever need to win in hand-to-hand 
combat with another man. This is life­
changing stuff. This will turn dangerous 
situations into playtime for you. 

That's why it was so important for me 
to rush Tom into the studio, and get his 
"learn it FAST" single fi ghting lesson 
on videotape. I consider this video the 
most important fighting lesson I've ever 
witnessed ... and I'm betting my own 
money that you' fl agree. 

In just one short l.esson, Tom will show you: 

•How to immediatelypump 400% more 
raw power into every blow you deliver! 
(Tom has taught 78-year old women to 
knock out grown men with a single strike 
- and they 've done it, while being at­
tacked in their homes at night! ) 

•How to create a protective shield that 
will NOT ALLOW any fighter to come 
close to striking you at any time! (The 
Muay Thai kickboxers who faced Tom call 
it "voodoo" defense because they are so 
amazed they can't penetrate it ... but it's 
really just a simple secret - easily mas­
tered once you know what to do - of 
redirecting incoming energy.) 

• How to quickly make a strong oppo­
nent weak! (You' ll see his "will to fight" 
rush out of him like a punctured balloon, 
while he just exhausts himself with frus­
tration and rage ... turning him into a nice 
soft punching bag for you, no matter how 
big and pissed-off he was to start.) 

• How to tap the astonishing "hidden 
strength" inside you that will immedi­
ately fill you with the steel-eyed confi­
dence and energy of a true warrior! 
(Works so fast and so effective ly, it's like 
magic. Tom himself has used this "su­
per-human power" to take a bullet, finish 

the fight. .. and still leave the hospital 
before the other guy was out of Inten­
sive Care!) 

• And . .. how to quickly open up a 
skilled attacker, knock him down and 
finish him off in seconds! (All the op­
tions are yours ... and he goes down 
when you decide to take him down!) 

What's more ... what you learn from 
Tom will "fuse" together seamlessly with 
any fighting skills you already have! 
(Unlike all other martial arts, where you 
must forget everything you know to learn 
new styles.) 

But look- I don't care what your cur­
rent skill level is .. . or what kind of shape 
you' re in. Rookie or expe1ienced fighter ... 
this is a once-in-a-lifetime opportunity 
to learn a few simple skills that wiJI a l­
low you to take on any fighter, anywhere, 
under any circumstances. 

And I don't care how confident you 
are with your current skills . .. once you 
know these secrets, you' LL finally have 
the kind of fearless nerve that quiets a 
room when you walk in. People can smell 
this kind of confidence on you ... and 
they give you a wide berth. 

It's like being your own 300-pound 
bodyguard. 

So here's the deal: Just call my office 
at 1-800-899-8153, Dept. CF-23 and tell 
whoever answers you want "The Lost 
Art Fighting Video". You can use your 
credit card ... or, if you prefer to pay by 
check or money order, just fill out the 
"Priority Order Form" and mail it to 
TRS. Either way, your video package will 
be rush-shipped to you by return mail. 

The price for this amazing fighting 
video is just $69 . . . but you don't risk a 
penny. It comes with an unconditional 
3-month Money Back Guarantee of Sat-



isfaction - if you aren' t 100% convinced 
this video will quickly give you the fight­
ing skills you want. . . for any reason or 
for no reason at all ... simply send the 
video back (in any condition), and you 
will receive an immediate and prompt re­
fund . .. no questions asked. That means 
- if you so choose - you ' ll have seen 
all the secrets Tom has to offer. .. abso­
lutely forfree. And that comes out of my 
own pocket. 

Why am I doing this? It's a serious 
financial risk for me ... and if I wasn' t 
utterly confident in what we have here, I 
could easily go bankrupt overnight. 

But I' m not concerned at all. You know 
why? Because, like I said, I' ve seen it 
all .. . every fighter of any worth in the 
world has been in touch with my office, 
and I've backed dozens of fighters who 
could tear the head off Godzilla. 

Yet. .. I've NEVE R seen anything like 
this. I love having a "voodoo shield" (as 
the Muay Thai kickboxers called it) that 
protects me from being hit even by a 
trained boxer or black belt. .. and I espe­
cially love knowing the secrets of in­
stantly demolishing bigger opponents, 
no matter how ove1matched I am "on paper''. 

I'm betting - with my own money -
that you' re going to be so amazed at what 
you learn . .. that sending the video back 
will be the last thing on your mind. Any­
one who is serious about learning to 
fight . .. really fight, and win every time . .. 
will understand why Tom's new "forgot­
ten" system is causing such excitement. 

But you must call today! My partners 
have put an absolute time limit on how 
long I can keep this offer on the table. 

So, in just 11 days, this incredible op­
portunity goes away! I simply cannot 
financially expose my company any 
longer than that. But it's plenty of time 
for anyone who's serious about fighting, 
like you. 

Call. You risk nothing . . . because if 
you' re not completely convinced, I will 
pay for your lesson. You won' t fi nd a 
better deal anywhere in the fighting world. 

Best~,~ 

Bob~ 
President, TRS Direct 

P.S. One more thing - 1 almost forgot! 
I will also rush you a Free Special Re­
port by Tom Proctor called "Advance 
Warning!" In this free report, you ' 11 dis­
cover everything Tom learned about 
"reading" an opponent in a glance - so 
you' ll know before he makes a move if 
he's a boxer. . . a grappler. . . a kickboxer. .. 

or a karate fi ghter. This kind of "early 
warning system" gives you a HUGE 
advantage in a toe-to-toe no-rules fight, 
because you ' ll know exactly how he's 
going to come at you, while he won' t 
have a clue what you 're going to do! 

Professional fi ghters have pri vately 
paid Tom hundreds of dollars for this 
information ... and we were going to pack­
age it separately and sell it for $99 all by 
itself. .. but I changed my mind. I want 
you to have the entire arsenal of fight-

ing skills Tom offers, right away. So I' m 
including this Special Repor t, absolutely 
free, when you order his video. And it's 
yours to KEEP, too, even if you later ecide 
to return the video for a refund. Con­
sider it my gift to you, just for trusting 
me on this amazing new fighting system. 

P.P.S. Remember, you only have 11 
days to call! Do it now, while this letter 
is still hot in your hands. If you' re seri­
ous about learning to fight to win, you ' re 
going to love Tom's fast-learn system! 

Tom Proctor's Personal 
UARANTEE 

"I tend to be a guy of all action 
and little talk ... and, (as an unde­
feated NHB fighter, kick boxer, and 
Muay Thai fighter who regularly 
defeats opponents at least 20 years 
younger and 40 pounds heavier 
than myself), when I finally do talk 
about the secrets of self-defense -­
people tend to listen. 

If you're seriously interested in being 
able to walk the streets with total confi­
dence knowing you can take apart 99% of 
the street thugs out there, then listen to this ... 

I am so confidentthat you will find this two­
video package the most simple, easy-to-learn and 
highly effective material you've ever seen that I'm 
making it totally risk free to you! If you're not 100% 
satisfied (for any reason) , just send the tapes back to 
TRS (in any condition) and I'll personally make sure 
you're rushed every penny of your purchase 
price. You've got my word on that! " 

-- Tom Proctor r-----------
~ ~ ~ Priority Order Form! 
~ For fastest service use your credit card 

and Call Toll-FREE 
1·800·899-8153 (Dept CF-23) 

[ ] YES! I want to learn the simple skills Tom knows that will allow me to 
demolish bigger and better-trained fighters .. . instantly! And I have 3 months to 
decide if putting my money down was worth it. . . and if I don't agree, for any 
reason, I can simply send the video back for a complete refund - which means 
you' ll have paid for my lesson in this amazing "forgotten" fi ghting art! That's a 
great, no-risk deal. Here's how I want to pay: 
[ ] Enclosed is my check or money order (make payable to TRS) for $7 4 ($69 + 5 S&H) 

] I prefer to pay with my credit card; Please charge my: 

[ ] Visa [ ] MasterCard [ ] Discover [ ] AmEx 

Card#-------- ----- Name: ____________ _ 

Expires __ _ Address: ___________ _ 

Signature City ST __ Zip _ _ 
OTS • 606 East Acequia, Department CF-23 • Visalia, CA 93292 

CA & VA residents add appropriate sales tax. Rush shipping available for additional charges of $10 for ·2-day· shipping and $15 for ·overnighr shipping, Foreign 

L - - - - - - orders may require additional shipping. Call for more inlormalion. 



in the Spanish-American War. ing puzzle. Prior to the outbreak of 
World War I, the United States Navy 
had a total of only 800 machine guns, 
of which 400 were Colt Mark I 
model I and 400 were Benet-Mercier 
Mark II model I . Several types of 
machine guns were tested just before 
the declaration of war. The most sat­
isfactory was the Colt Mark III. Two 
contracts were placed for a total of 
1,500 of these guns . 

The U.S. Government 's total 
unpreparedness for World War I and 
the Jack of machine guns resulted in 
deployment of the Colt Potato 
Digger even though the Army dis­
tained it. The only modification was 
the addition of an interchangeable 
barrel. The Navy called this the 
Mark III version and the Army 
referred to it as the Model 1917. Colt 
supplied 1,500 of these weapons 
before the end of the war. Marlin­
Rockwell Company, New Haven , 
Connecticut also produced a sub­
stantial number, including a straight­
line gas model for aircraft and tank 

The cocking handle on the U.S. Navy Mark V Model 1917 
machine gun is that of the Marlin-Rockwell aircraft guns. 

· During this time frame the Marlin­
Rockwell Corporation submitted a 
modification of the Colt Mark III for 
test. It was air-cooled with the same 
heavy barrel equipped with radial 

use. It has been estimated that as many as 100,000 of all types 
were eventually manufactured . 

Both Colt and Marlin Potato Diggers are relatively common and 
there are also a few Model 1917 and 1918 Marlin-Rockwell aircraft 
machine guns in circulation among collectors in this country. 
However, the most unusual Marlin-Rockwell of a ll is the almost 
completely unknown U.S. Navy Mark V Model 1917 machine gun 
using a straight-line gas system in a heavy "ground" envelope. Only 
two photographs of this gun have ever been published, both in the 
late William S. Brophy's Marlin Firearms. Only two of this myste­
rious version is known to exist. I have one and a prominent collec­
tor once owned another. On my specimen both the receiver and 
matching barrel are marked "U.S.N. INSPR. J.B.S. 1917 CAL. .30 
MARK V. NO. 3056". Why are these guns so rare and what is the 
history behind their development? 

From an obscure government report, entitled Navy Ordnance 
Activities, World War 1917-1918 and published in 1920 by the 
Government Printing Office comes the apparent answer to this intrigu-

PLCE Rucksack 1251tr 
£ 170.00 

Also avail . Soldier 2000 
patrol pock £75 .00 

Soldier '95 PLCE DPM Toctlcol 
Assuolt Vest £ 125.00 - All types 
of webbing stocked. 

cooling fins and, of course, gas-oper­
ated. But a straight- line piston action with an adjustab le gas regu la­
tor was substituted for the Colt gas lever system. The gun passed a 
preliminary test and between 27 February 1917 and 27 April 1917, 
four contracts were placed with Marlin-Rockwell for I ,605 of these 
guns that received the designation of "Mark Y." 

All four contracts were completed. However, although they had 
functioned satisfactorily with I 916 Frankford Arsenal ammunition, 
for reasons unspecified in the report they wou ld not function when 
placed in service with ammunition of then current manufacture. 
They were recalled and returned to the company. Apparently not all 
were returned, as there are at least two in existence today. What hap­
pened to the guns that were returned? I don 't know. Some parts, 
such as the cocking handle and other bits and pieces, may have been 
removed for use on Marlin-Rockwell aircraft guns. The rest of the 
components were probably scrapped. 

And that 's the reason why for, more than a year after I obtained 

Continued on page 70 

OVER 
7500 

STOCK 
LINES 

BRITISH ISSUE NAVIGATORS ldotedl 
£99.00 

General Service (non dotel £85 .00 

~ 
Suppliers to the mllltary 

R.M. SPECIAL 
BOAT SERVICES 

300M W/P £2 50.00 

Goretex Soot 
liners 

British Army 
Issue, designed 
to flt any boot 

for 100% 
waterproof. 
Great Value 

£20 .00 

IGDRHEX ®' 0 
0 

:r~tl~~o~~~l~ 0 

Swiss made 
Backed by 2 year warranty 
Tritium luminous 

24 

Latest army Issue, 0 
waterproof, 

insulated 0 
& very 0 lightweight 

9 models lo choose from 
Worldwide Sales Silvermans Ltd . 
Highly accurate Quartz or 
17 jewel mechanical movements 

PILOTS MECHANICAL 
CHRONO £350 .00 
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Dependable Ejects with the snap of a wrist. 17" overall. 
Security Impact Baton# 127 Bud K Price $1395 

Equipme~n~t~~~~~~~;Sili~ 
Extends with the push of a button. 20" overall. 
Auto Baton # 6553 Bud K Price $2995 

No ship to CA or MA 

I HIGH 
PERFORMANCE 

•FOLDER , 
with purchase. 

(2000 BB bullets in speed loader bottle) 

Jil l6,9S 

o/a£ue 

30" of Solid Steel At A Direct Mail Order Price! 
This full tang sword is equipped with a 17 :Y." stainless steel, razor sharp blade. The 
black cord wrapped handle provides for a tight grip every time. Includes ver­
satile blade sheath. 

Full Tang 
Ninja Sword 
#BK 235 

\ 

New Powerstorm Slingshot Rockets 1/411 Smith & Wesson 
Steel Over 350 fps. Pocket 

~--,.:Features a tapered latex power band for precise target g•lnOCUlarS 
action, molded foam wrap grip for complete hand 
comfort, and the push button shot feeder places These 8 x 21mrn binoc­
ammo in the palm of your hand. Also includes fold- ulars fold down to just 

ing wrist brace and genuine leather shot pouch. 1 W' x 2 Y," x 3 Yi" and fit 

Powerstorm Slinfilshot #PM 500 in a handy belt case for go anywhere action. Now 
Bud K Price $14 5 Features flexible eye pieces and neck strap. Only ./ 

Field of view S.8 °. $1995 ...-
Extra Ammo (jumbobagof 144) #BK 4 -

Bud K Price $3

95 

~-~~-~~~~~~-~~!~!~---------------~-~~ Replacement Band #PM 512 

1----==---:imll!!!9--B_u_d_K_P_n_· ce_$~3_95 _____ ___J: I :1JQ,J ~I Bud K 100°/o Guarantee 
Complete Customer Satisfaction is our top priority. Try any 

: Bud K product risk free for 30 days. If for some reason you are 
Easy Picking Set 
Complete with lock picking guide, and 
size of the most commonly used picks. 

Pick Set 
#PX 10 
BudK 

Price 
$1495 

Paper Weights 
This piece is approxuna tely 
Y," lb of solid brass and its 
compact size makes it ideal as 
a paperweight. 

Paper Weight ,,,,.---......,.. 
#05 

BudK 
Price 
$1295 

or 2 for 
$2250 

No ship to 
CA or MA 

1

1 budkww.com not satisfied, please return the item and receive a prompt refund 
or replacement. The Free Knife is yours to keep as a gilt. 

I '-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~.:...._~_J 

I would like to take advantage of this special offer and receive a 
FREE High Perfomlance folder. DYES! 

ITEM# DESCRIPTION QTY. PRICE 

Shipping & Handling 5.95 

O YES! Please send me the FREE Bud K Catalog. TOTAL 

Name '1redit Card Orders Dial Toll Free~I 
Address 1-800-240-8119 Ext. SD12 
City Send Payment or request to: : 
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Void where prohibited by law. MuSI be 2110 order. Bud K does not warrant that you P.O. Box 2768, Dept. SD12 : 
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THE ULTIMATE 
RUGER 10/22 MANUAL 

AND USER'S GUIDE 
by Mark While 

Turn your dependable 10/22 into 
the ultimate do-anything rille by 
lollowing the simple instructions in 
this book. Includes step-by-step 
directions for improving the trigger, 
action and barrel. And while you're 
at it, add a suppressor that is easy 
to make, practical and legal. 8 t /2 
x 11 , softcover. photos, 11 2 pp. 
#10011492 $18.00 

THE ULTIMATE SNIPER 
An Advanced Training Manual 
for Military and Police Snipers 
by Maj. John L Plaster, USAR (Ret) 

This highly readable and extremely 
valuable training book covers llie 
praclical, lield-tesled details of 
sniping's three great skill areas -
marksmanship, fieldcraft and tac­
tics. Rilles, scopes, ballistics, target 
detection, stalking. hides, cammo, 
countersniping, special ops, police 
vs. military and much more. 8 1 /2 x 
11 , softcover, photos, illus. 464 pp. 
#10000248 $42.95 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on undenvater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip­
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica­
tions. diving, infiltration and exfiltra­
tion, survival and more. 8 1/2 x 11 , 
softcover, photos, illus., 240 pp. 
#10001345 $24.95 

JIM GROVER'S COMBATIVES SERIES 
with Jim Grover 
Jim Grover is a real-world operator who knows what works and what doesn't from violent personal experience. In this explosive three-tape series available exclu­
sively from Paladin Press, Grover presents step-by-step instruction in his unique method of hand-to-hand combat. This vicious system combines the best ele­
ments of combat-proven military combatives, hard-core street fighting and Grover's distinctive in -your-face attitude. The result is an easily learned, exception-

ally brutal fighting system that really works. Grover covers every aspect of unarmed fighting, including basic strikes and kicks, combination sequences, 
realistic combat ground fighting and defenses against a variety of stand-up attacks. He also teaches you how to survive the scary world of close-range 
weapons, providing detailed instruction in unarmed defenses against knives and handguns and his combat-proven stick fighting system. As Jim Grover 
says, "The only dirty fight is the one you lose." Color, approx. 155 min. total, VHS (U.S. format) only. #10011542 3-Tape Set $99.95 

T HC UHlt l l L SO ll tT 

MOS IN-NA GANT 
lt l HE 

MB ti H 

THE OFFICIAL SOVIET 
MOSIN-NAGANT RIFLE MANUAL 

Translation by 
Maj. James F. Gebhardt (Rel.} 

Fans of the Mosin-Nagant rilte will 
find a wealth of information in this 
Soviet military manual. Procedures 
to safely use and mainlain the rille 
are described in detail. Includes 
data tables on the ballistic pertorm­
ance of the 148-grain type-1908 
projeclile and weight and length of 
various configurations. 8 1 /2 x 11 , 
softcover, illus., 112 pp. 
#10011716 $19.00 

GUERRILLAS IN THE MIST 
A Battlefield Guide to 
Clandestine Warfare 

by Bob Newman 
Foreword by Robert K. Brown 

Learn every facet of the grim, violent 
world of guerrilla warfare: basic 
fieldcraft; mines and booby traps; 
tunnel construction and strategy: 
ambushes; urban and nocturnal tac­
tics; interrogation, indoclrination 
and exploitalion; psyops; and more. 
For academic sludy only. 5 1 /2 x 8 
1/2, softcover. photos, illus., 232 pp. 
#10008720 $22.00 

KNIGHTS OF DARKNESS 
Secrets of the World's 

Deadliest Night Fighters 
by Dr. Haha Lung 

This shocking manual reveals secrets 
about the steallh and cunning tedl­
niques of the moshuh nanren, wolf­
shirts, ninjas, hwarang, Spetsnaz, 
Vietcong. Navy SEAl.s and other night 
fighters. It includes weapoos con­
cealment and usage, perimeter pen­
elration. stalking, sentry removal , 
security systems and much more. For 
academic study only. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
softcover, illus., 160 pp. 
#10009561 $16.00 

TACTICAL REALITY 
An Uncommon Look at 

Common-Sense Firearms 
Training and Tactics 
by Louis Awerbuck 

A decade of articles from one of 
America's premier firearms instruc­
tors offers realistic training and tips 
for police, military and civilian shoot­
ers. Turn the tactical odds in a gun­
fight in your favor by learning and 
practicing the proven firearms tech­
niques taught in this book. You'll be 
glad you did. 8 1/2 x 11 , soflcover. 
photos, 272 pp. 
#10011013 $30.00 

HOW TD GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced Inves­
tigative and surveillance tech­
niques. Here are expert ways lo 
secretly bug any target! Info on 
lock-pick technology. how poly­
graphs and voice lie detectors can 
be tricked and much more, includ­
ing more ll1an 100 sources for spy 
equipment 8 1/2 x 11 . softcover, 
illus .. 272 pp. 
#10007680 $40.00 

WM.lnT·BUILDCNG 

WEALTH-BUILDING SECRETS AS 
PRACTICED BY THE WORLD'S 

RICHEST PEOPLE 
What the Kuwaitis Can Teach 
You about Getting Rich-and 

Staying Rich 
by William Beaver 

Do the Kuwaitis have a magic formu­
la for getting rich - besides striking 
oil? No, but they do have foureasy-to­
follow secrets that have helped them 
amass fortunes for centuries - long 
before oil was discovered. Ami U1eir 
secrets will work for you. Guaranteed. 
51/2 x 81/2, soltcover. 128 pp. 
#10009595 $18.00 

DISK DETECTIVE 
Secrets You Must Know to 

Recover Information 
from a Computer 

by Norbert Zaenglein 
Disk Detective is designed to bring 
the secrets of recovering data from a 
PC, floppy disk or backup device to 
the average person. It includes pre­
cise instructions for recovering info 
from reformatted disks or overwrit­
ten files, retrie~ng deleted files. con­
ducting key word searches. locating 
e-mail messages and much more. 5 
1 /2 x 8 1 /2, softcover. 112 pp. 
#10009900 $20.00 

Ragn~ ... Boaaon 

RAGNAR'S 
GUIDE TO nm 

UNDERGROUND 

ECONOMY-
RAGNAR'S GUIPE TD THE 
UNDERGROUND ECONOMY 

by Ragnar Benson 
Would you like to get an immediate 
40- to 50-percent raise? You can if 
you go underground and slop paying 
laxes. Ragnar shows you how others 
are cashing in on the underground 
economy. Find out from them how to 
pick the right kind of work, get paid in 
cash, advertise your product or serv­
ices and prepare a financial state­
ment. For academic sludy only. 5 112 
x 8 1/2, softcover, photos, 160 pp. 
#10010262 $18.00 

PVC PROJECTS FOR 
THE OUTDOORSMAN 

Building Shelters, Camping 
Gear, Weapons, and More 

Out of PVC Pipe 
by Tom Forbes 

The cra ftsman bel1incl ll1e ghillie 
suit video The Invisible Advantage 
offers more than 30 projects for 
outdoor gear and weapons made 
from inexpensive PVC pipe, from 
teepees and snowshoes to pugil 
sticks and blowguns. 5 1 /2 x 8 1 /2, 
softcover, photos, illus .. 96 pp. 
#10010411 $14.00 

CREDIT 
SECRETS .... 
H ow to Erase 

Bad Credit 

B ob Hammond 

CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 

Revised and Updated 
by Bob Hammond 

This expanded Credit Secrets will 
save you thousands of dollars in 
fees, finance charges and interest 
payments as you learn lhe very lat­
est techniques to get rid of debt 
once and for all and establish good 
credit Discover proven tricks used 
by lawyers, credit counselors and 
other pros who charge handsomely 
for their services. 5 1 /2 x 8 1 /2, 
softcover, 136 pp. 
#10008878 $18.00 

RAGNAR'S URBAN SURVIVAL 
A Hard-Times Guide 

to Staying Alive in the City 
by Ragnar Benson 

This ullimate city survival book may 
be all that stands between your liv­
ing as a refugee or a survivor. Let 
Ragnar teach you how to find 
water, trap game. avoid troops and 
position your retreat Learn whic/1 
weapons are must-haves, tmw to 
approach survival nursing care and 
more. 5 1 /2 x 8 1 /2, softcover, pho­
tos, illus., 200 pp. 
#10011211 $20.00 

THE INVISIBLE ADVANTAGE 
A Step-by-Step Guide to Making 

Ghillie Suits and Custom 
Camouflage Accessories 

with Tom Forbes 
For professionals who need the ulti­
mate in camouflage. t11ere is only 
one choice: the ghillie suit In this 
unique video, ghillie suit craftsman 
Tom Forbes teaches you how to 
make four different types of ghillie 
suil and a variety of camouflage 
accessories ror a fraction of t11e cost 
of expensive commercial versions. 
Color, approx. 60 min., VHS only. 
#10009959 $29.95 

GET 
EVEN: 

GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 

of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business, government and ene­
mies. These dirty tricks range from 
the simple to the elaborate, includ­
ing more sophisticated schemes 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. For 
enlertainment purposes only. 5 1 /2 
x 8 1/2, hardcover, 208 pp. 
#10002400 $19.95 

RAGNAR.,; ACTION 
ENCYCLOPEDIA OF 

PRACTICAL KNOWLEDGE 
AND PROVEN TECHNIQUES, 
Volume 1, Revised Edition 

by Ragnar Benson 
Learn how to build weapons, trap 
anything that moves, drop out of the 
rat race, protect your privacy, 
defend yourself, change identities. 
land a job and live well - as well as 
a little bit about everything else lhat 
might be important. 8 112 x 11 , 
softcover. photos, illus., 344 pp. 
#10011096 $35.00 

WmED 
ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS 
ON WEAPONRY, MILITARY 
SCIENCE, SR F-DEFENSE, 

PERSONAL FREEDOM 
AND RELATED SUBJECTS. 

SEND A COPY OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT TO: 

PALADIN PRESS 
P.O. BOX 1307 

BOULDER, 00 80306 

OR E-MAIL US AT 
edi torial@patadln-press.com 

VISIT OUR WEB SITE AT 
www.palaWn-press.com 

P.O. BOX 1307-0HS ·BOULDER, CO 80306 · PHONE 303-443-7250 ·FAX 303-442-8741 ·E-MAIL SERVICE@PALADIN · PRESS.COM 
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THE SURVIVAL NURSE 
Running an Emergency Nursing Station Under Adverse Conditions 

by Ragnar Benson 
One of the most overlooked topics in the field of survival medicine is nursing. Doctors or medically trained survivors can patch up a patient after an injury or 
accident, but it is the survival nurse who provides extended long-term care as well as the dozens of related activities that support the healing process under 
less-than-ideal conditions. This timely companion to Ragnar Benson's best-selling books on survival medicine tackles the many issues that every serious sur­
vival nursing program must face. You will learn the ins and outs of the "big five" considerations of survival nursing; the must-have supplies to keep in stock 
and how to obtain them; tricks for handling the mountains of laundry generated by a nursing station; how to maintain a low profile with your survival nursing 
station and why it's important; how to sew up wounds, pull teeth, deliver babies and provide physical therapy under primitive conditions; and more. 5 1 /2 x 
8 1/2, softcover, photos, illus., 160 pp. #10011484 $19.00 

GET 
EVEN2: 

MBte\'lirtyTricUftol!'I 
lfll!htntertltRm'llllOI 

GET EVEN 2 
More Dirty Tricks from 
the Master of Revenge 

by George Hayduke 
Enemies beware' Here's the outra­
geous sequel to the underground 
best-seller, Get Even. presenting a 
wide range of all-new dirty tricks 
people pull to get even with big 
business bums, footloose spouses, 
lousy landlords and others. For 
entertainment purposes only! 5 1 /2 
x 8 1/2, hardcover, 170 pp. 
#10004042 $19.95 

~ 
Ragnar's 
Action 
Encyclopedia 

!!! 
• 1:1.111-..i""11•:i11•• •h' 

RAGNAR'S ACTION 
ENCYCLOPEDIA 

Volume 2, Revised Edition 
by Ragnar Benson 

Th~ fcilOl'l-up to the original Action 
Encyclopedia of Practical Know­
ledge and Proven Techniques in­
cludes 40 all-new chapters on 
choosing the right weapon, assemb­
ling a sniper rifle, avoiding police 
entrapment. doing your own medi­
cine ... and eveiything else Ragnar 
couldn't fit into volume one. 8 112 x 
11, soltcover, photos, 248 pp. 
#1 0011104 $40.00 

WICKED WOMEN 
Black Widows, Child Killers, 
and Other Women in Grime 

by Betty Alt and Sandra Wells 
The "gentle" sex: mothers, nurturers 

. and sometimes killers. In this 
look at female criminals, you'll meet 
wives who poisoned their males for 
profit, nurses who hastened their 
patients' demises and mothers who 
did the unthinkable. You'll also see 
how some play their cards right to 
gel lighter sentences than men - or 
no punishment at all! 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
soltcover.192 pp. 
#10011518 $18.00 

A11tG 
lln~f.!llyllll illllil~ 

tl<ilill' lillllll!l 
bliNllr,lliltDnl! 

n&e11111U1Yllrt11 .......... 
ACQUIRING NEW ID 

How to Easily Use the 
Latest Computer Technology to 
Drop Out, Start Over, and Get 

On with Your Life 
by Ragnar Benson 

Forget about using the old "dead­
baby's birth-certilicate" ruse lo gel 
new ID. Everyone's on to that trick. 
What you need is the know-how to 
make your own documents on a 
home computer. And by following 
the simple instructions in here, you 
can. 5 1/2 x 8 112, softcover, pho­
tos, illus., 152 pp. 
#10006005 $20.00 

l:t\jiliB~\teJ 
EDcrm.oN 

JUST SAY NO TO DRUG TESTS 
How to Beat the Whiz Quiz 

by Ed Carson 
Urinalysis is a blatant violation of 
human freedom and dignity, and now 
you can fight back! Ed Carson, who 
handled drug testing for a large U.S. 
military base, reveals hOl'I the tests 
are done and hOl'l lo beat them. He 
did ii successfully for eight years 
using the exact methods outlined in 
this book. Find out hOl'I to preserve 
your life-style and keep your job. 5 
1/2 x 8 1/2, soltcover, 48 pp. 
#10003754 $15.00 

!fl·:IZl~BI-·~ 

FUGDIVE 
RUNNING, 

HIDING, 
SURVIVING 

ANO 
THRIVlNG 
FOREVER 

--
ADVANCED FUGITIVE 

Running, Hiding, Surviving, 
and Thriving Forever 

by Kenn Abaygo 
In this companion to Fugitive: 
How to Run, Hide, and Survive, 
you'll learn the advanced evasion 
techniques successful fugitives 
have used to gel gone and stay 
gone for long periods of time -
perhaps forever - and you'll benefit 
from their experience and their 
mistakes. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, soltcover. 
photos, illus., 144 pp. 
#10008522 $17.00 

THE BOOK ON BOOKIES 
An Inside Look at a Successful 

Sports Gambling Operation 
by James Jeffries 

Go behind the scenes of a very suc­
cessful sports betting operation lo 
find out why the bookie always wins 
as well as what you can do lo make 
yourself a winner. Contains every­
thing you need to know to wager 
wisely on football, baseball, basket­
ball. hockey, the horses. boxing, 
golf, NASCAR or any action ... or to 
become a bookie! 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
soltcover, 160 pp. 
#10011500 $18.00 

THE INTERNATIONAL FUGITIVE 
Secrets of Clandestine 

Travel Overseas 
by Kenn Abaygo 

You can remain secure and anony­
mous in your international journeys. 
Kenn Abaygo tells how lo cross bor­
ders overtly and covertly; leave the 
U.S. undetected; travel low-profile 
in Europe, Asia, Africa and the 
islands; live and work overseas; 
secure foreign citizenship; and go 
deep underground. For academic 
study only. 5112 x 8 1/2, soltcover, 
photos, 152 pp. 
#10010643 $17.00 

IDENTITY, PRIVACY, AND 
PERSONAL FREEDOM 
Big Brother vs. the 

New Resistance 
by Sheldon Charrett 

Identity control is a form of tyranny, 
and the author of The Modern 
Identity Changerhas nevi tricks to 
help fight it. Learn the latest on 
making slick IDs, obtaining ID docu­
ments under another name and 
using ID tricks to maximize privacy 
in your life. from your mail to your 
job. For academic study only. 8 1/2 
x 11 , sof1cover, photos. 240 pp. 
#10010759 $40.00 

WACO 
The Rules of Engagement 

This explosive documentary is the 
first complete picture of the tragic 
raid, siege and assault on the 
Branch Davidian complex in Waco. 
Texas. in 1993. II shows hOl'I the 
FBI repeatedly lied to the American 
public in order to focus massive 
deadly force on the Branch 
Davidians. This shocking video will 
change forever how the world per­
ceives the events at Waco. Color, 
approx. 136 mins., VHS format only. 
#1 0009322 $24.95 

SHOTS IN THE DARK 
A Complete Guide to the 

Tactical Use of Laser Sights 
with Clyde Caceres 

Learn state-of-the-art laser tactics 
including laser speed shooting, 
team laser tactics, shooting from 
disadvantaged positions, the use of 
lasers in conjunction with white 
light and little-known tips for using 
lasers as training devices. This is 
the only comprehensive instruction 
available on the use of laser sights 
and must viewing for all shooters. 
Color. approx. 75 min., VHS only. 
#10011534 $39.95 

The LOflg·Ran;e Martcsman's 
Guld* tii Emi1118 Acc&lrKy 

DEAD ON 
The Long-Range Marksman's 
Guide to Extreme Accuracy 

by Tony M. Noblitt and 
Warren Gabri/ska 

Riflemen wanting to learn how to 
make first-round hits at extreme dis­
tances will find this book ind~pensi­
ble. Bullet flight, scopes and mounts, 
caliber and cartridge selection, 
mirage. wind values. actions, barrels, 
stocks and much more are included 
in this practical manual. 5 1/2 x 8 
112. soltcover, photos, 176 pp. 
#10010106 $22.00 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-392-2400 OR 1-800-466-6868, USA AND CANADA 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

Advanced Ultimate Sniper: State-of-the-Art Tactics, 
Techniques and Equipment for Military and 
Police Snipers (video) . . . . ..... #10008050 . . . $59.95 

U.S. Marines Close Quarters 
Combat Manual .. ...... .... . #10005734 ... $15.00 

Taking It to the Street: Making Your 
Martial Art Street Effective . .. .. #10011039 : . . $25.00 

The Home Workshop .50-Caliber 
Sniper Rifle (video) ..... . .. .. . #10010254 ... $34.95 

Tactical Tracking Operations: 
The Essential Guide for Military 
and Police Trackers .. .... . . ... #10010114 .. . $35.00 

Extreme CQB (video) ....... . . . . . #10010122 . .. $39.95 
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Convert-A-Pell 
One of many old wheezers that happens to be true is, "train like 

you ' ll fight, because you' ll fight like you tra in ." This translates to: 
Train realistically, incl uding the weapon(s) you use on du ty. 

This may be easier said than done, due to the cost of ammo and 
Jack of easily accessed and adequate environs to keep your skills 
honed. But not to worry, Loch Leven Industries has come up with an 
efficient, economical and accurate system they call Covert-A-Pell , 
which allows the use of air-rifle pellets in a wide variety of small 
arms, driven by a center-fire primer. 

Differing from other "sub-caliber" devices, the Convert-A-Pell 
does not fire fixed ammo, but propels a skirted air rifle pellet from a 
sub-caliber chamber. In handguns, there is also a sub-caliber bore 
insert (such as 9mm or .357), which provides a .22 bore for the pellet. 

Rifle-caliber Convert-A-Pe ll ~ are available in .22 Hornet, .221 
Fireball , .222, .223, .22-250, .225 and .220 Swift. For hand gunners, 
calibers available include 9mm, .38, .357, .41 Mag, .44 Mag, .45 
ACP, and they are made to suite handguns as made by Browning, 
Colt, Ruger, S&W, Dan Wesson, Beretta, Walther and Taurus. A 
wide variety of barrel lengths are avail able from, 4" to 7-1/2". 

Not only does the Convert-A-Pell serve as an invaluable training 
aid, it gives double duty from the above-listed service and hunting 
calibers and your guns that shoot them. As the .22 pellet is propelled 

at between 800-900 fps, it will pass through the generic "pi ne board," 
and also th rough your generic garbage-can rat, garden pests and other 
varmints one might normally have to keep a pellet gun fo r. Noise lev­
els are about on a par with an air rifle of equivalent capabil ity. 

The Convert-A-Pell units are very finely made, function very 
well fo r their intended purpose, and extend the utility of a "fu ll cal­
iber" firearm to cheap practice and effective varmint control. Every 
gun cabinet should have one or more of these units: We guarantee 
it' ll be out of its box a lot. 

Loch Leven Industries , Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 2751 , Santa Rosa, 
CA 95405 ; phone: 707-573-8735. 
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New From Nosler 

The top-quality bullets Nosier has been producing for many 
decades are not news: They 've been innovators since they started in 
business. But every time they expand their line with new items it's 
worth noting, as they have consistently anticipated (or perhaps lis­
tened to) what the market wanted. Three new bullets have been 
recently released, of particular interest to shooters in matches, at 
varmints, and of surplus 8x57 rifles. 

One of the most widely used rifle rounds in hi story is the excel­
lent 8x57rnm. Uncounted millions of quality arms have been made -
are still made - in this caliber. It is an excellent cartridge, but getting 
excellent bullets to reload can sometimes be a hassle. Likewise, those 
who favor the 8rnm-06 as a game round for deer, black bear and elk, 
will have to roll their own - and not every morn 'n' pop grocery store 

handles 8mm Remington Magnum, either. Thus, Nosler's introduc­
tion of their new Ballistic Tip 180-grain will be well received by 
those of 8mm persuasion. Essentially a hollowpoint with a polycar­
bonate tip to ensure a continuously streamlined ogive, the Ballistic 
Tip features a true tapered jacket and lead-alloy core for reliable 
expansion at a wide range of impact velocities. 

Those who paste smal l 
game at long ranges have 
fo und Nosler's .243 80-grain 
to be very stable out to long 
ranges , but very accurate 
even at close ranges. This 
consistent accuracy over a 
broad spectrum of velocities 
and at varying ranges is not 
somethin g varmint hunters 
expect from many bullets or 

loads. The Nosier is specifically engineered to minimize wind 
deflection, and its precise manufacture helps ensure stability 
from the muzzle to the target. 

Also a second bullet has been introduced by Nosier for their J4 
Competition line introduced last year. The new 155-grain .30 bullet 
is intended for competition, but will surely find favor among police 
counter-snipers and military users as well. This hollow-point boat­
tail was designed for Palma, service rifle and silhouette shooting, 
and brags a high ballistic coefficient of .450, with a lighter weight 
for higher muzzle velocity. 

For information on these 
and other reliable Nosier 
products, contact them at 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 67 J, 
Bend, OR 97709; phone: 
800-285-3701; or check 
them out on the web at 
www.nosler.com . ~ 

If you want the BEST Value in Night Vision Systems ... 
Call for our Free catalog! 

The BEST Riflescope. The 4X 
RAPTOR has 1,500 yard 
detection with a quarter moon! 

The World's Largest 
Stocking Distributor of 
Night Vision Devices 
for over 23 Years! The BEST Pocketscope. The 

American Eagle can be hand-held, 
head- or camera-mounted. The Model 
603U can identify a person at 200 
yards unaided on the darkest night! 

Distributor of the Highest Quality Night Vision Systems in the World! 

PO Box 400 1-800-797-2849 
Fogelsville, PA 18051-0400 FAX 610-391-9220 
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The BEST Single Tube Goggle. 
The GEN Ill 1700-4U can be 
used to see people moving at 
1,000 yards in starlight. 

~High-Performing GEN II & 
GEN Ill Systems 

$ Limited 2-Year Warranty on 
All Night Vision Systems! 

$ Data Record Sheets Provided 
with ALL New Systems! 

$ Visit our website or call for 
equipment specifications & 
warranty details. 

www.nightvis.com 
xcalibur@ptdprolog.net 
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UNITED SfATES 
Russian batteries peter out: Shuttle astronauts complete repairs to exterior of 
international space station in seven-hour space walk by two crewmembers. 
Malfunctioning Russian batteries are to be replaced inside the station.• Wen Ho 
Lee: Justice Department report criticizes handling of Wen Ho Lee spy case, say- ~~R 
ing the FBI focused too early on the Taiwan-born scientist as China's source for 
nuclear secrets. It also faults a lack of urgency early in the investigation. • Nukes: 
Nuclear-arsenal elimination pledged by five permanent U.N. Security Council 
members as part of new disarmament agenda. Vow marks the first of its kind , by l~~ifillil 
top nuclear powers making known their desires to disarm, but not timetables has 
been set.• Smith & Wesson: House Republicans try to prevent government from 
favoring Smith & Wesson with new gun contracts in plan to undermine Clinton's 
weapons pact with the company. Restrictions in Defense Department authorization 
bill would forbid requiring department to buy Smith & Wesson guns. 

SIERRA LEONE 
Mutilations: Soldiers discovered at least six muti­
lated bodies wearing uniforms of U.N. peacekeep­
ers from Zambia, but rebel thefts of U.N. uniforms 
is making identification uncertain. Meanwhile, 
rebels freeing hostages, but hold onto 280 U.N. ~~--------'\~ 
troops captured in May. • More troops: Secretary­
General Annan recommends increasing size of 
U.N. peacekeeping force in Sierra Leone to 17,000 
troops from about 11 ,000. West African countries 
agreed to provide at least 3,000 reinforcements. 

"Senseless" border war: Ethiopian forces advance on 
Eritrea's capital, and U.S. orders partial evacuation of its 
embassy staff in Asmara. Other nations make similar plans as 
Ethiopia continues to capitalize on recent victories in the two­
year-old border war. U.N. Security Council has banned arms 
shipments to the two countries and is urging a peace agree­
ment. U.S. President Clinton ca lls the border war "senseless." 

KOSOVO 
No go for Kosovo: U.S. Senate 
rejects Kosovo withdrawal in 
what's characterized as a major 
victory for Clinton. U.S. president 
narrowly defeated Senate de­

IRAN 

mands that U.S. troops be with­
drawn next year unless Congress 

Chaos: Southern Lebanon falls into chaos 
as Israel's security zone nears collapse. 
South Lebanon Army fighters, growing 
increasingly fearful as their Israel i allies 
move toward withdrawal , begin fleeing 
positions and begging for asylum for their 
families. Israeli outposts left unprotected. 
Hezbol/ah guerrillas and Lebanese civilians 
rush to reclaim villages seized two decades 
ago. Several die in confused fighting. Res­
idents of northern Israel ordered into shel­
ters. Israeli allies in parts of the zone vow to 
hold. Barak hods emergency meeting of 
advisers, and put Lebanon pullout on table. 

Mass trial : Court sentences 143 eth­
nic Albanians to lengthy prison terms 
for attacks on Belgrade's troops in 
Kosovo during NATO air campaign last 
year. Largest mass trial in Serbia's his­
tory stemmed from pro-NATO rally in 
town of Djakova. 

campaign season: 
Haitians vote in parliamentary 
and local elections, braving cam­
paign of intimidation marked by 
at least 15 killings and disorgani­
zation at polling places. 
Candidates allied with ex­
President Aristide are favored . 

ZIMBABWE 

votes to authorize continued 
peacekeeping effort. President's 1.w1111r•...,., 
narrow 53-4 7 victory may reflect 
weariness with what many politi­
cians see as open-ended commit­
ment to keep thousands of U.S. 
ground troops in the Balkans. 

Bad loan? World Bank approves $232 
million in loans to Iran, overriding 
U.S. opposition. The money, for two 
health and sewage projects , marks 
first loans to Islamic government in J.\0'8.~~ 

Land reform: U.N. to develop new land­
reform program for Zimbabwe. Secretary­
General Annan asks U.N.'s development arm 
to help create plan based on land purchase 
that would ease vio lence stemming from Tehran since 1993. U.S. voted against 

the loans, citing concerns about ter­
rorist activity and Iran's failure to 
adopt an economic reform program. 

-~~ .. , . ...., ... , seizures of hundreds of white-owned farms. 



RUSSIA 
Airstrikes: Government threatens airstrikes against Afghanistan , which it 
accuses of giving aid to Chechen rebels. A top Putin aide alleges that rep­
resentatives of Chechen President Maskhadov met with Taliban officials 
and Osama bin Laden recently to hire mercenaries. • Populist pledges: 
Kasyanov wi ns easy confirmation as prime minister from country's par­
/lament. In speech to the Duma, he promised reform, with populist 
pledges to avoid any measures that cou ld hurt ordinary Russians. Vote 
highlighted strong support for Russian President Putin within Parliament. 

PHILIPPINES 
Explosions: Blasts tear 
through two towns, killing five 
and injuring at least 50. 
Nearly simultaneous explo­
sions in Jolo and Zamboanga 
lead police to suspect the 
bombs were set by Abu 
Sayyaf rebels, who are fight­
ing for separate Islamic state. 

IS RAEL 
Violence wave: Barak 
travels to Palestinian areas 
and suspends unofficial 
peace talks after an Israeli 
child gets badly hurt in 
West Bank firebombing . 
Barak also cance ls meeting 
with Clinton in U.S. amid 
wave of violence that has 
left six Palestinians dead 
and hundreds injured. 

KOREA 
Summit: North Korea and 
South Korea reach agreement 
on agenda and other issues 
for first summit between the 
countries ' top leaders. 
Analysts say it's a huge step 
toward making the historic 
meeting a reality. After weeks 
of talks, the two countries 
reached a 15-point pact. 
Increased economic ties will 
likely be a central topic. 

CHINA 
WTO: New trade deal with European Union 
all but seals China's entry into World Trade 
Organization. Under the agreement, the EU 
has agreed to support China 's bid to join the 
WTO. All 134 WTO members must approve 
China's entry into the WTO, and after the EU 
agreement only five of the 134 remained 
unconvinced: Costa Ricas, Ecuador, 
Guatemala, Mexico and Switzerland. 
Chinese agreements with the five are almost 
eminent, meaning China could be part of the 
WTO by late summer or early fall. 

SRI IANKA 
Airport shelled: Tamil rebels claim 
to have seized key town in their 
drive to retake Jaffna. Earlier, rebels 
shelled an airport that serves as life­
line for 40,000 troops trapped on 
the peninsula. Norwegian delegation 
arrives in bid to start peace talks. 



-~-

Rhodesia Remembered 
Dear Bob: It was good to speak to you again 

so many years after our first conversation at 
Victoria Falls during the war in Rhodesia! 

I have enclosed some literature on the 
Museum Project which the [Rhodes ian 
Army] Association is involved with . We 
have been fortunate to acquire most of the 

SEND Check/MO/MC/Visa T o: 
OMEGA GROUP LTD. 

Rhodesian Military records which will be a 
great asset in years to come to researchers 
on the confl ict. 

Soldier Of Fortune could give our museum 
some publicity and former members of the 
Rhodesian Forces may be interested to know 
of our existence. To this end we are producing 
a publicity pack which will contain: 

• signed AS print by War Artist John 
Hopkins (ex- lRAR) 

• badge of the museum project 
• Pocket Guide to Rhodesian Military 

Badges 
• in formation on the museum project 
• list of open Association social events 
• additional goodies as yet to be decided 
The pack will cost a minimum donation 

of 10 pounds , payable by cash or credit 
card, the proceeds of which will go to the 
museum fund. 

Steven Kippax 
10 Glynde Reach 
Harri son Street 

#T002 Rhodesian Army Shi rt 

#T002 Rhodesian Army Shirt 
#T003 Try Burning This One! Shirt 

#T003 Try Burning This One! Shirt 

#T004 Go Ahead And Jump Shirt 

#T004 Go Ahead And Jump Shirt 
#T005 Be A Man Among Men Shirt 

#T005 Be A Man Among Men Shirt 

London WCJ H8JZ, England 
Phone: Ol 1-44-0207-4 19-0S12 

Steven, we wish you and the Association 
every success with the RAA Museum pro­
ject, which will become part of the Empire 
& Commonwealth Museum in Bristol. In 
military malters, the Lion and Her Cubs do 
m.any things right - and museums are one 
of them. We have reprinted one of Hopkins ' 
works from the Rhodesian War herewith. 

Be Our Guest 
We currently subscribe to your journal 

Soldier Of Fortune. One of t11e uses we make 
of the journal is to index ilie detailed articles 
of relevance to ilie work of the Pattern Room 
and include the record in our Current 
Awareness Bulletin. The bulletin is issued on 
a controlled distribution to c. SO units who 

M L XL $15.00 
XXL XXL @ $17.00 

L XL @ $15.00 

XXL XXXL @ $17.00 

L XL @ $15.00 

XXL XXXL @ $17.00 

L XL @ $15.00 

XXL XXXL @ $17.00 

M L XL @ $15.00 

XXL XXXL @ $17.00 

#H001 SOF Embroidered Cap NEW STYIEI @ $17.95 

ORDER TOLL FREE: 
800-800-7630 

#CM001 SOF "Death To Tyrants" Tall Coffee Mug @ $5.00 
#MP001 NEW SOF 25th Anniversary Mouse Pad @ $10.00 

Shipping & Handling: $3 /1st item; $1 each add' I item. 

NAME: TOTAL 

5735 Arapahoe Ave . • Ste. A 5 PLEASE ALLOW 6-B WEEKS FORDELIVERY 

1 Boulder , CO 80303 02000.Sald•01forl1#1tll11tQ$1<tdlrllltflWto1em.oiG1 .... Ud 

ADDRESS: t 
CITY: STATE: __ ZIP: ___ ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS I 

PHONE: EMAIL: FOR DELIVERY I 

L- -- ------ - -------- - -------------- - --- ~~~------- ----- - ---- - --- ------- - - - ------- - - ------------~ 
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h Military & Technical 
Manuals On CD ROM 

These CD's can be read by every version of Windows. Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been formatted into .pdf files, so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD's. 
These programs can be run directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to your printer, or copied to your computer for use in word processing, etc. 

Marines! $19.95 ,,, 8 
This collection includes Marine Guidebook for Essential Subjects, Warfighting, Engineer Operations, Marine Rifle 
Company and Platoon, Scouting and Patrolling, Raid Ops, Combat Water Survival, Urban Ops, Riverine Ops, 
Drill & Ceremonies, and more. . ~ 

Ranger Training $19.95 * (Manuals & Movie!) ~ 
All of the manuals for Ranger School: Camouflage, Explosives, First Aid, PT, Map Reading, Combat Skills, Ranger 
Handbook, Desert Ops, Solders Manual of Common Tasks, M16, M60, M203 and more. This CD-ROM also includes a 
movie showing Ranger Training, which will play on your computer screen. The movie takes you through the training for 
all of the different phases of Ranger School. 

FM-200 $19.95 * 
A set of 200 U.S. Army field manuals for Armor, Artillery, Aviation, Engineering, Medical, MP, NBC, Operations, PT, 
Radio, Security, Survival, Weapons and more. 

Spec Ops $19.95''' 
Includes the Special Forces Guerrilla Warfare manuals, SP Ops, Recon Tactics, Sniper, Scout, and Pathfinder manuals. 
Also Desert Ops, Jungle Ops, River crossing, Northern Ops, FM21-76 Survival, FM21-75 Combat Skills, and the Ranger 
Handbook. A total of 33 manuals. 

FM-50G $19.95 ,,, " 
This CD includes manuals for the SKS, Ml Garand, MK19, AK-47, Steo., Lee -Enfield, M14, M16, M60, MAC, FN-FAL, 
P38, M24 Sniper Rifle, M9 pistol, M1911Al Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals., r 
E.O.D. $19.95 * ,, 
This CD contains the Improvised Munitions Handbook, TM'31-200-1 Unconventional Warfare Devices, TM31-201-1 
Incendiaries, Book of Expedient Mixtures, FM5-250, Boobytraps,and others. 

Medics $19.95 * 
Includes FMS-230 Medicq.I Specialist, FM8-36 Aidmans Medical Guide, FM21-11 First ~d fgr Soldiers, The Special 
Forces Medical Handbook and more, "J · . -:---::;/ r l 
Skills $19.95 * / • I 
A collection of skill .training manuals .as only the Armed Forces can do it. It includ~s manuals on Carpentry, Plumbing 
and Pipefitting, Heating, Ventilation, Concrete, Sewage, Masonry, Hydraulics, Pier Construction, engineering and many 
others: These are HO\\j.ffO manuals, with lots of;Iiagrams and step-by-step instr40Jiions on construction techniques, 
materials, and planning. Build a wall,- pour a founoation, add a room, design and build a complete structure. It 's all here. 

Jeeps! $19.95 * I 
A collection of TMs for the WillysMB, M38, M38A, Ml 70, M151, M718, M825 and Ford GPW. 

I 

3/4 Ton VehiCjles"' $19.95 * 
A collection o~rTMs for M37, M43, M201, M42. Includes Operators, maintenance, power train, and engine manuals. 
Also parts listing, tools and more. 

Visit our web site for a coJl1plete listing 
of all manuals o our ' -ROMS 
http://www.mili ary-m 

Call toll free to order 

1-800-321-2974 
You may also order by mail: """" 

Military Media 
PMB 321 

7454 Lancaster Pike 
Hockessin, DE _19707 

handling to total order; $7.50 outside USA. MasterCard and Visa welcome . 
. com Inquiries: 1-610-2~8-507? Orders: 1-800-321-2974 Fax: 1-610-268-0466 



How To Win Every Fight And Never Feel Fear ••. I Guarantee To Show You ..• 

How To Expose 'The Biggest Lie Of Fighting' 
Plusl How To Eradicate 

The Paralyzing Emotion 01 Fear Forever! 
Reap The Benefits Of Scientific Research In Just Hours, Not Years And Be UNDEFEATABLE In Every 
Aspect Of Life! 

Sounds Too Good To Be True? Call 800-897-5492 And Get Your FREE Report Now! You Have Nothing To Lose ... Except Your Fear!!! 
Warning: You must be 18 years or older to receive this Special Report 

Dear Friend, 
Di(fyou know it is possible right now to pos­

sess MORE real fighting knowledge than the most 
'Grandmasters' in any martial art? In fact knowing 
these closely guarded secrets instantly allows you to 
defeat any opponent. .. regardless of your size or 
strength. More importantly did you also know these 
secrets completely eliminate any feelings of FEAR? 
Yeah right, you say? Who could possibly have the 
balls to make that bold, seemingly outrageous state­
ment? Well, I'm about to introduce you to a man 
who's made his livelihood for the last twenty years 
proving that the biggest lie out there is that it takes 
years to become a deadly fighter. 

In Mere Hours My Men Were 
Destroying 'Gurus' With 20 Years In The 

Martial Arts 
I'm a former Navy SEAL (the US Navy's Elite 

Commandos) and in 1987 we were introduced to 
one Jerry Lee Peterson. 111is guy came to us from 
some, let's just say, 'highly credible' sources within 
our government. At the time the SEAL's were 
searching to standardize the way they taught hand­
to-hand fighting io the hard charging SEAL combat 
platoons. We faced the same problems you face 
today; we didn't have twenty years to become 
effective fighters. Our guys needed a program, 
which got them to fight with or without weapons 
and guaranteed they could not be defeated, no mat­
ter what the attacker knew about fighting. It needed 
to be quickly learned and easily retained, based on 
natural body movement and had to work regardless 
of size or strength. 

Needless to say EVERY martial art and fight­
ing system we tested (and we tested them all: 
Karate, Kung Fu, JKD, Jui Jistu, Sambo ... ) all 
failed the test. They either took way to long to learn, 
could not handle modem weapons, failed against 
multiple attackers or required excessive athletic 
coordination. More importantly these 'arts' or 
'sports' were all DEFENSIVE in nature, a term we 
didn't know was a problem ... until we met Jerry. 

111is guy comes in and takes 14 SEALs with 
very little hand-to-hand experience and announces 
after a few hours of training them we could put his 
guys up against the most highly experienced fight­
~ of the SEAL Teams. I mean some of these 
'gurus' had been trained practically from birth in the 
martial arts. These dudes were feared within the 
tight community of the SEALs and anyone who has 
spent anytime around the "Teams" knows SEAL's 
fear next to nothing. But Peterson insisted and the 
demo went on; to the amazement of all in atten­
dance. the Peterson-trained SEAL operator 
DESTROYED each and every of the 'gurus' quick­
.!y and effectively. Not only that, these guys easily 
adapted whether the attackers used fists, kicks, 
grapples, chokes or weapons ... it just didn't matter. 
Jerry's fighters seemed to just focus on taking out 

the attacker (more about this in the FREE report). 
And you too can be just like the Peterson-trained 
SEAL commandos, when your armed with the 
knowledge of his AMAZINGLY effective yet sim­
ple to learn fighting system (more on that later). 

The One True Ultimate Fighting 
System 

So who is this Jerry Peterson dude and what 
can his revolutionary fighting system do for YOU? 
Only give you the confidence to never waste anoth­
er day of your life fearing another man. Ya see this 
system of his wasn't developed by some ancient 
'grandmaster' with some mystical (or should I say 
questionable) background. Nor was it something 
that was watered down into some 'ultimate competi­
tion' that pretends to be real yet has rules and a ref. 
No this system was developed in the harsh jungle 
combat of the Vietnam War. That's where a 19-year­
old soldier was literally dropped into a horrific fire­
fight after only his 3rd day 'in country' (as they say) 
and what did he do? He felt the paralyzing fear of 
imminent death taking hold of him ... why? Because 
the 'combat training' he had received failed him... • ,,. 
he was waiting for someone, anyone to tell him · .. 
what to do, to lead him, yet no one did. So if he was 
going to survive this, it was up to him and guess 
what he did? He got mad, I mean hellfire and brim­
stone MAD, and right then and there promised him­
self he would never wait for another man to tell him 
what to do. He then looked and found the enemy 
who pinned them down, CHARGED and took them 
out in one smooth action. That was the dawn of 
Special Combat Reactionary Systems (SCARS®). 

You Now Live The Fearless Life With 
The Offensive Mindset™ 

That 19-year-old kid was Jerry Lee Peterson. 
He went on to serve 2 tours as a 'pointrnan' with 
173rd Airborne Charlie Company. That unit is cred­
ited by historians as seeing some of the MOST 
fierce combat of that war and Peterson arguably 
held the most dangerous job at 'point'. It was in 
those jungles thaf he saw what a defensive mindset 
did to men, how it caused them to freeze and die. 
He survived numerous overrun situations (where the 
enemy outnumbers and actually overruns you) 
requiring hand-to-hand and hand~to-weapon killing. 
Tilis was due to the revelation of what he was later 
to call the Offensive Mindset. The ability not to 
worry or fear what your enemy may do to you and 
only focus on what you are going to do to him 

Have You Ever Felt Fear? 
If you have ever felt even a TWINGE of fear in 

any potentially violent confrontation, if you have 
been training in a 'sport-fighting' or a competition­
based system, PLEASE don't risk freezing in a real 
life and death struggle. You need to see this FREE 
special report. You need to get the full story on 
SCARS and the Offensive Mindset. Because what 

your learn in martial ans or ·'~Portfighting' may get 
you killed. And for those of yoti who don't think 
they have time to learn to live a fearless life I'm 
here to tell you can, IN A FEW SHORT HOURS, 
completely change the way you view the world and 
never fear any man from that day on. 

Fighting Is Fighting 
With Or Without Weapons 

With SCARS you get THE complete fighting 
system. That's punching, kicking, throwing, grap­
pling, joint locks that utilize ALL your natural body 
weapons. Standing up or on the ground, whether 
it's I attacker or 3, whether they or you have 
weapons ... THE SCARS principles WORK 
regardless of the threat. You'll get the benefit of the 
$2.5 million dollars that was spent on the academic 
research and the empirical data from real combat 
that's behind the SCARS program. The SEALs 
thought so highly of SCARS they had Jerry design 
3 official courses for the SEALs and create a train­
er program, which produced over 200 military 
SCARS Instructors (get the FREE report for all the 
details). You'll possess more fighting knowledge 
less than the top two tenths of one percent of the 
fighting world currently has and you'll get it in a 
clear usable format. You won't need to rely on 
strength or athletic coordination when you combine 
the Offensive Mindset with the secrets of 
Autokinematics™ (sorry, no time to explain 
Autokinematics call for the report). Tilis is what 
you want, this is fighting the way it should, and 
now CAN be quickly and easily learned. Maybe 
these claims are too much for you, maybe you 
think this is just advertising hype and SCARS is 
just a bunch of BS. Well we'll make it easy to find 
out for yourself because ... 

The Call Is Free The Report Is Free 
Listen SCARS will change your life and 

to find out more all you have to do is call 
our 24hr toll free recorded message 

1-800-897-5492 
and leave your name to get your FREE 
REPORT. International call 602-437-3143. 
Get what up to now only the elite members of 
the US and NATO Special Operations 
Community and Federal Agents and some big 
city SWAT teams have received (clients like: 
US Navy SEAL Teams, Army Green Berets, 
members of DELTAforce and SEAL TEAM 
SIX, USMC Force Recon, FBI, DEA, 
Treasury ... ) You have nothing to lose and 
everything to gain. Become what most fight­
ers can only dream of being; a true man of 
action, a man without the heavy burden of 
bear holding him back. Call NOW! You have 
only your life to lose if you don't. 

Ifyou are on the Internet check out our site at www.scars.com serving you the world over 2417 



As a supple ment to the bul letin, I am 
seeking permi ss ion to photocopy some of 
the smaller ite ms for inc lusion within the 
bulletin . For example, from a recent issue of 
Soldier Of Fonune (May 2000), we would 
wish to make multiple copies of the section 
on page 32 headed "The Snipod." By all ow­
ing us to undertake this activity on a regul ar 
bas is, we beli eve that we are promoting your 
services to an influentia l aud ience. I can 
con firm that the bulletin is not used for any 
commercial purposes. 

Robert A, Sharrock, Libra rian 
Mi ni stry of Defence Pattern Room 
Nottingham, Eng land 

Coupla Waaks Longgide The Head 
T read your a1ticle in 

SOF concern ing active 
shooters and law enforce­
me nt preparedness. The 
article was sent to our unit 
by a fri end of ours in Dev 
Group. Your artic le is pre­
cisely why T would never 
read SOF seriously. You 

have no idea what you are talking about con­
cerning how we train our officer for active 
shooters and you are pass ing a bunch of crap. 
It is clowns like you that give SWAT teams a 
bad name. But hey your [sic] making good 
money. If you want to wri te about somethi ng 
at least try to get your facts straight. 

Ofe r Rich a rd Waak LA PD/SWAT 
[I I :23 AM] 

After reading Humph ries [s ic] articl e on 
active shooters and law enfo rcement, it reaf­
firms why T don ' t read your magazine. You 
allow people to write things they have no 
know ledge about. He tries to talk about how 
we train our officers for thi s situation and he 
has his facts completely wrong. Yo u will be 
also getting an e-mail that I sent to him and 
cc'd to you . Between the two of you, you 
should start a c ircus, you already have the 
clowns. 

Ofer Rich ard Waak LAPD/SWAT 
[11 :2 1 AM] 

We 1hank you.for your insigh!ful critique. 

KudotD Hugo 
I just finished reading your co-authored 

article in the May 2000 issue of Soldier Of 
Fortune magazine. l fou nd it to be well 
researched and very informati ve. "Great 
job!" to you as we ll as Mr. Humphries. I am 
recommendi ng th is artic le to as many Patrol 
and Entry/Tactical officers as possible, and 
our team leader is also bring ing it to the 
attention of our admini stration . 

Patrick 
Via sni personline 

This shirt wlll be available fOr a llmlted 
Nme-onlq. so don't delaq. Order nowl 

ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

Featuring the 
classic image of 

SOF Editor /Publisher 
Robert H. Brown with sound­
suppressed MHC-10 SMG. this 

stunning multi-colored T-shirt is 
silk-screened on a premium 

super-heavqweight white 
pre-shrunk lOOt cotton shirt. 

r-------- ------1 Ordering Info Circle Size Quan. Price Total 

: #T006M 25th Anniver. Shirt M-L-X @ $19.99 
: #T006M 25th Anniver. Shirt XXL-XXXL @ $21.99 
1 Shipping & Handling: S3 /1st ilem; $1 each add'I item 

: Send Check/MO To: OMEGA GROUP LTO. TOTAL 
I 5735 Arapahoe, Ste. AS • Boulder, CO 80303 

VISl\/MC ONLY - OROER TOLL FREE: 800-800-7630 

STEINER MILITARY/MARINE 

Battle Tested & Ready For Action. 
They've stood up to some of the toughest conditions in 

the world. That's what makes these rugged, lightweight 
Steiner binoculars the free world's leading military 
binoculars. So whatever action you have in 
mind-whatever environment you cha llenge­
Steiner stands ready with optics that deliver 
sharp, crisp images with German precision. 
The Steiner 8 x 30 Military/Marine. Once focused, it's 

sharp from 20 yards out for fast recognition of your 
target. Also available in 6 x 30, 7 x 50, 

9x40and10x 50 models. 

Pioneer Research 
97 Foster Rd .. Moorestown, NJ 08057-1118 
(856)866-9191, (800)257-7742. Fax: (856) 866-8615 
Steiner Optik Canada, Inc. 
52 Chatham St .. West. Suite 300, 
Windsor, Ontario N9A 5M6 Canada (519)258-7263 

STEINER~ 
GERMANY 
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Kudos, Colonel 
Congratulations on your re-election to 

the NRA Board, and our continui ng thanks 
for your no-compromise stance on the 
Second Amendment. If ever there was a time 
we needed Board members who would stand 
and fight, this is it. 

T.W.A. Ketchins 
Vi a E-mail 

Col. Brown [who came in 5th amoiig all 
candidates], expresses thanks for your con­
gratulations, and pledges to continue the fight. 

High School Report? 
Is it possible for SOF to provide me with 

a list of non-extradition countries, to the 
U.S. of course. I can ' t seem to compile a 
complete list and I need it for a high school 
report. I figured if anyone would know the 
you guys would. Thanks, SOF. 

Dedicated Reader 

We 'd certainly like to help you, but it was 
unclear from your letter if you wanted to com­
mit a heinous crime in the United States and 
then bug out to the safety of another countty, 
or if you want to commit a heinous crime in 
another count1y and flee to the USA. 

Of Course We Scooped 
Everyone Again ... 

I was scanning the 
news on my computer 
and saw a story in 
Newsweek about the 
overcount by U.S. Forces 
fo r the Kosovo bombi ng 
missions. I thought that 
was fu nny because 
although I can' t fi nd the 

issue, I am sure I read all about it in SOF 
about a year ago. 

Bill Barlow 
Abilene, Texas 

Yes, you did read it first in SOF. In April 
1999 our intrepid Chief Fo reign Corre­
spondent Mark Milstein. wqs all over the 
ground in Kosovo and Serbia. He hoped to 
get arrested and beat up by Serb police, to 
steal parts of the Fl1 7 they shot do wn -
and to find and photo some of the 
armot!artillery we claim.eel to have 
destroyed with the video-war bombing cam­
paign. He was successful only on the first 
two points. Ground-pounding across the the­
ate1; he was drawn to the conclusion that 
NATO claims of success were based on hope, 
not hits. The numbers claimed by Gen. 
Shelton were "around 120 tanks ... About 
220 armored personnel carriers ... Up to 

Ace the NAVY SEAL PFT! 
Achieve a 100% success rate with the revolutionary 

12 Weeks to BUDIS Workout. Guaranteed! 

Whether you want t o be a 
NA VY SEA L or just be as 
t ough as one ... you need 
this book and video. 
Covers strength, 
endurance, swimming, 
running, upper and lower 
body PT, abs, motivation, 
w orkout schedules ... the 
works. You'll be one 
strong, hard, and ripped 
frogman in no t ime. This 
is the exact program that 
has helped m any men 
attain optimal fitness 
and make it to BUDIS. 
It really w orks! 

Call Now! 

450 artillery and mortar pieces." According 
to the USAF report cited by Newsweek, the 
real numbers were 14 tanks, 18 APCs, 20 
artillery pieces. Of the 744 "confirmed" 
strikes by NATO pilots, USAF investigators 
on the ground found evidence of only 58. 
Hundreds of trucks, cars, passenger buses 
and decoys were the real casualties. Why 
was SOF a year ahead of the other media 
with the truth ? Because a year ago we were 
the fi rst to put a man at risk on the ground to 
get the truth. It 's what we do. 

Putting Colonials Tugether 
Keep up the good work ! I enjoy reading 

your publication and have just renewed my 
subscription for another two years. 

I seek your assistance on contact details 
(posta l or e-mai l) for Vector Sporting 
Firearms, bolt-action rifles in particular. 

Further to your review some time ago on 
the above, I have tried unsuccessfu lly to con­
tact Vector for infomrntion, and hope that you 
may provide a current contact address. 

L. Vitale 
Underdale, South Australia 

Vector Sporting Firearms is part of 
Denel. Their mail address is Box 5445, 
Pretoria 0001, Republic of South Africa; 
phone: Oll 27 12 620 2554; e-mail: kar­
riesk@liw.denel. co.za. ~ 

ALSO AVAlllllBLE 

The Official 
T1•11i11i11g Boot 
of tlrn 
US Navy 
S El\ Ls 

If you want to train like a SEAL... 
you need this boot! It's the exact 
one used by Navy SEALS in BUD/S 
training! Lightweight, sturdy, 
comfortable . Great for work, 
weekends, paintball, too! Whole 
and half sizes, 7-12, 13, 14, 15. 
Med & Wide. Send Just $99 plus 
$8.95 shipping. Order 2 pairs for 
just $89 each. 
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Supp~ lombskin tealhe1 in classic bombel·jadlft slyle. Heavy­
duty brass Zipper with outside storm llap Nylon lining with poly· 
ester hbe1hll. Pleated bi-swing back. Inside breast pocil:el. 
Epaulels Two side entry pockets. Knit cuffs and waisl band. 
Color: blaciL 

The most populai l~mg jadlft in the WOik!, supplied by Alpha 
Industries to lhe U.S. Military for over 40 years. 100% nylon 
!light satin outer shell wilh nylon flighl lining and polyester 
baiting inle1lining IOI' warmth. Front closure storm flap. Knit 
colla1. waistband and cuffs. Combinalioo utility pocie1 on 
sleeve. Color: Sage, 1eve1ses lo lnlemaliooal Orange. 

Salm oulet shell with imet linirJJ !or warmth. Two side entry 

pockels. Knit ruf1s and waist band. Peflect for spring and fall. 

ColOl: blaclt 

S-Xl $249 95 plus $9.95 S&H per ilem 
XXL -XXXL $259 95 plus S9.95 S&H ""' ilem 
Optiona~: r SOF beiel and dagge1 logo on bade $25 

Petsonaluation (1ight cllesl. max 15 cha1acleis): S5 

ORDERING INFO 

I JK001 M SOF Leather Bomber Jacket 

#JK001 M SOF Leather Bomber Jacket 

I JK002M SOF Flight Jacket 

#JK002M SOF Flight Jacket 

i JK003M SOF Satin Jackel 

#JK003M SOF Satin Jacket 

#H001 M SOF CAP 

S-Xl $79.95 plus $7.95 S&H per ilem 
XXL·XXXL $84.95 plus $7.95 S&H pet item 

S-Xl $39.95 plus $7 95 S&H per ilem 

XXL·XXXL $44.95 plus $7.95 S&H pet ilem 

Optionals: r SOF befet and daggei logo on b>:k: S20 

Opl!onal: Personalization (right chesl. max 15 characte1s): $5 Personalization (right chest max 15 characters): S5 

Circle Size Circle 
Embroidery 

Color 
S M L XL red/green 

XXL XXXL red/green 

S M L XL red/green 

XXL XXL red/green 

S M L XL red/green 

XXL XXXL red/green 

n/a 

Quantity Price Back Logo Personalization Shipping Total 
(OPTIONAL · (OPTIONAL • EACH 
Circle If Yes) Circle II Yes) 

@ 5249.95 $25.00 $5.00 $9.95 

@ $259.95 $25.00 $5.00 $9.95 

@ $79.95 n/a $5.00 $7.95 

@ $84.95 n/a $5.00 $7.95 

@ $39.95 $20.00 $5.00 $7.95 

@ $44.95 $20.00 $5.00 $7.95 

@ 517.95 n/a n/a $3.00 

PERSONALIZATION OPTION: 
Insurance included. Please provide street address. TOTAL 

UPS will not deliver to PO Boxes or APO/FPOs. 
PLEASE ALLOW 4·6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY Print clearly. One letter per box. 

Maximum 15 characters. 
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T 
be Romak 3 sniper rifle as imported 
by Intrac Arms International .(Dept. 
SOF, 5005 Chapman Highway, 
Knoxville, TN 37920; phone: 423-
573-0065; fax : 423-579-0937) is 
based upon the Romanian PSL/FPK 

military sniper rifle system. Both have 
receivers and operating systems based upon 
the Romanian RPK squad automatic, not 
the Russian Samozaryadnaya snaiperskaya 
vintovka Dragunova - SYD sniper rifle. 

The SVD receiver is a milled drop forg­
ing. That of the Romak 3 is a pinned and riv­
eted sheet metal stamping. As the RPK squad 
automatic is chambered for the intermediate­
size 7 .62x39mm cartridge, a steel reinforcing 
plate was riveted to each side of the receiver 
at the rear to accommodate the greater recoil 
impulse of the full-size 7.62x54R round. The 
sheet metal top cover has been stamped with 
reinforcing ribs in the AKM manner. All steel 
components, with the exception of the hard­
chromed piston, have been provided with a 
black oxide finish. 

The Romak 3 is manufactured by 
ROMARM (aka RATMIL, Dept. SOF, 48-
50 Calea Victoriei, Pasajul Victoriei, sector 
1, Bucharest 70102, Romania; phone: +40-

38 

The Romak 3 sniper rifle is based upon the Romanian PSLJFPK military sniper rifle system. Both 
have receivers and operating systems based upon the Romanian RPK squad automatic, not the 
Russian Dragunov. The Romak 3 shot surprisingly well from the bench and constantly produced 
1-inch groups at 100 meters with Hungarian 150-grain Soft Point ammunition. 

J-6 l3 43 66; fax: +40- l -3 12 29 88). Its 
overall length is approximately 45.3 inches 
( l , 150 mm) and it weighs about 9 pounds 
(4.06 kg), empty and without the optical 
sight. The scope weighs about 0.5-pound 
(0.23 kg). The barrel is 24.6 inches (625 
mm) in length, and has four grooves with a 

right-hand twist of one turn in 10 inches 
(254 mm) over 22.4 inches (570 mm) of 
rifling. The bore and chamber are chrome­
lined in the manner common to all 
ComBloc small arms. 

To meet BATF import regulations, the 
bayonet lug has been milled off. In any 
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event, bayonets don't belong on sniper rifles. 
In addition, the unique Romanian FPK flash 
hider has been altered to a BATF-approved 
muzzle compensator configuration. 

The skeletonized, wood-laminate butt­
stock is only somewhat reminiscent of that 
of the Dragunov. Instead of a removable 
padded cheekpiece (all too easily lost in the 
field) there is a swell on top of the stock that 
serves as an integral cheekpiece. The rear 
sling swivel , located inside the rear end of 
the stock, retains the ribbed, steel buttplate 
and itself is held in place by two steel pins 
driven through the wood-laminate. A red­
dish-brown Bakelite pistol grip cap is held 
in place by a single screw. Both the top 
handguard, which is part of the gas cylinder 
assembly, and the bottom forearm (which 

The Russian-made four-power PS0-1 scope 
with a 24mm objective lens, features battery­
powered reticle illumination. With coated lens­
es, light transmission is very good and the 
image is sharp and clear at all useful ranges. 
Equally important, it will hold zero with repeat­
ed removal and re-installation. 

has five elongate ventilation ports) are of 
solid wood construction. All of the wood 
furniture has a clear varnish finish. 

The curved Romak 3/FPK magazines 
hold either five or 10 rounds (one of each is 
provided) and since this is a rimmed car­
tridge, care must be taken that the round on 
top is in front of the rim of the cartridge 
beneath it. Unlike most Kalashnikovs, there 
is a hold-open-device that locks the bolt 
rearward after the last shot has been fired. 
The magazine release catch, directly in 
front of the trigger, is a spring-loaded flap­
per-type and magazines must be inserted 
from the front and rolled back to engage the 
catch. While simi lar in construction and 
appearance, Romanian FPK and Russian 
SYD magazines are not interchangeable. 
Both are staggered-column, detachable box­
types with reinforcing ribs stamped into the 
sheet metal body wall s. The followers are 
made of steel and they have an easily 
removable floorplate fo r maintenance. 
Oddly enough, the two FPK magazines sup­
plied with Soldier Of Fortune's test speci­
men were serial-numbered to the rifle. 

Aging and Post Cold War OPTICS 

T he Russian-made four-power PS0-1 scope with a 24mm objective lens, features bat­
tery-powered reticle illumination. Fortunately, the variant issued with the Romak 3 

has an additional battery housing end cap that accepts either a standard l.5-volt size AA 
battery or a 3.6-volt lithium battery in the same configuration. The Russian model uses a 
battery almost impossible to locate in the United States. When turned on the reticle pat­
tern is illuminated in amber. A rubber eyepiece provides the correct eye relief of2.7 inch­
es. Field of view is six degrees. With coated lenses, light transmission is very good and 
the image is sharp and clear at all useful ranges. Equally important, it will hold zero with 
repeated removal and re-installation. However, its four-power magnification is low by 
today's military standards. There is an integral, collapsing sunshade. 

There is also an unusual rangefi nding reticle pattern that has been adapted from the 
RPG-7V's optical sight. It consists of a series of steps above a solid base line. Every 
other step is marked in 200-rneter intervals, from "2" (the highest step) for 200 meters to 

" 10" (the step closest to the base line) for 1,000 
meters. Just align an enemy soldier with his feet on 
the base line. The system is based upon a target 5 feet 
7 inches ( l.7 meters) in height. The step that match­
es the top of his head indicates his distance to you in 
meters. Then dial this distance on the elevation 
knob 's bullet drop compensator on top of the scope 
and you 're good to go. There is also a graduated 
scale, covering plus/m(nus 10 mils in I-mil incre­
ments, for windage adjustment above the elevation 
reticle pattern. Use the tip of the center line in the 
center of the windage scale as your aiming point. 
Both the Israelis and Swarovski of Austria have 
copied this rangefinder reticle pattern. 

Some of the early PS0-1 scopes imported with 
the Romak 3 rifle had an odd funnel-shaped (or 
inverted chevron) reticle pattern that required 
matching a target 1.5 meters (4.9 feet) in width with 
parallel vertical lines corresponding from 100 (the 
widest pair of vertical lines) to 500 (the narrowest 

pai r of lines) meters. This is purportedly supposed to represent the width of an elk from 
shoulder to flank. The reticle pattern is illuminated in red. 

The metascope - for the detection of infrared light sources - usually found on the 
PS0-1 scope has been deleted. The optical sight's side mount is integral with the scope 
tube. The scope comes equipped with a canvas and leather carrying pouch, combination 
tool, two spare rubber covers for the light switch, a black plastic disc with four threaded 
holes to retain spare illumination bulbs and an amber filter for increasing contrast on 
cloudy days. No one knows how to fight in extreme cold weather better than the 
Russians and the final scope accessory is a remote battery housing with a cable to con­
nect it to the scope's battery housing. The remote housing has a clip that permits it to be 
attached to inner clothing and thus prevent the battery from freezing. While it comes 
with the Romak 3 rifle , additional PS0- 1 scopes with all their accessories are available 
for only $229 each. There is even a version calibrated for the 7.62x39mm cartridge with 
a rangefinder reticle pattern for ranges out to 400 meters. Intended for mounting on 
Kalashnikovs in that caliber, it's available for the same price. 

We were also sent the latest Russian military sniper scope for test and evaluation. Called 
the Talon PO 3-9x42, it's a 3-9 power variable scope with an exceptionally sharp image at 
all power ranges. Equally important, is its simple, but ingenious rangefinder reticle pattern. 
The center of the reticle contains a graduated scale, covering plus/minus 10 mils in I-mil 
increments, for windage adjustment with the aiming point in the center, in a manner similar 
to that of the PS0-1. Five arrows arranged vertically below the primary aiming point pro­
vide elevation holdover for distances beyond 900 meters - out to 1,400 meters. The num­
bers "3" to "9," with marks in-between, are arranged around the circumference of the reti­
cle together with an index mark at the very top of the reticle. Rotating the power knob on 
the right side of the scope tube will both power the magnification up or down and increase 
or decrease the size of the reticle pattern. There is a small ve1tical rectangle above the aim­
ing point with a horizontal line directly under it. The width of the box subtends 0.5 meter 
(about l.6 feet). The distance from the top of the rectangle to the line below it is 1.5 meters 
(4.9 feet) . The length of the box itself is exactly half that (0.75 meter). Determine the 
approximate length of the target, place it either in the rectangle or with its feet on the line 
and its bead toward the top of the box, then power up or down until the target exactly fits in 
that space and pull the trigger. It's simple. It works. It's soldier-proof. This exceptionally 
fine scope is available for $599, including the usual accessories. - P.G.K. 
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The Romak 3 Sniper Rifle: HOW IT OPERATES 

A ll Kalashnikov rifles, squad automatics and the Romak 3 are 
gas-operated, without an adjustable gas regulator (with the 

·exception of the caliber 7.62x5lmm NATO Yugoslav RPK) and 
fire from the closed-bolt position. After ignition of the primer and 
propellant, gases are diverted into the gas cylinder on top of the 
barrel. The hard-chrome-plated piston, which is an exceptionally 
Jong 9.65 inches (245 mm) in the case of the Romak 3/PSL/FPK 
series to accommodate the gas vent's location farther down the bar­
rel (because of the 7.62x54R chambering), is driven rearward and 
the bolt carrier, attached to the piston extension, goes through 
about 8.5 mm of free-travel until the gas pressure drops to a safe 
level. The piston and bolt carrier are threaded and pinned together 
with a slight amount of free play that is designed to absorb the ini­
tial impact of the recoil impulse. Like all Kalashnikovs, the bolt 
has three locking Jugs. The largest Jug, which has a slot cut into it 
to accommodate the extractor, also has a projection on it that 
serves as the cam that rides in the bolt carrier's cam path to rotate 
the bolt 35 degrees to the left to unlock it from its recesses in the 
barrel extension (and during the counter-recoil stroke to rotate it 
into battery. Unlike many other designs, the Kalashnikov provides 
no primary extraction during the bolt rotation. Thus, an exception­
ally large extractor claw is required in all calibers. The fi xed ejec­
tor is part of the left side receiver guide rail. The cocking handle is 
permanently attached to the bolt carrier and reciprocates with it. 

As the bolt travels back it rolls the hammer over and com­
presses the recoil spring. The bolt group ceases its rearward t:rav­
el when the carrier slams into the rear end of the receiver. The 
recoil spring then drives the bolt group forward, another round is 
stripped from the magazine and chambered, and the bolt then 
comes to rest. The bolt carrier continues onward for about 5.5mm 
after the bolt's two locking lugs have engaged their recesses in the 
barrel extension. The Romak 3's long, multiple-strand recoil 
spring is wrapped around a two-piece, telescoping guide rod 
assembly. The front retaining cap permits user separation of the 
spring and rod assembly. The rear end of the guide rod assembly 
slides into a notch on top of the receiver's end piece and serves to 
hold the stamped sheet-metal receiver top cover in pl ace. 

The trigger mechani sm is based upon that of d1e U.S . . 30 Ml 
Garand . The hammer has two hooks, and there are two sears: a pri ­
mary sear on an extension of the tri gger and a spring-loaded sec­
ondary sear directly to the rear. When the hammer is cocked its left 
side hook is held by the primary sear. When the trigger is pulled, 
the trigger ex tension rotates fo rward and the primary sear disen­
gages, leaving the hammer free to rotate forward. In semiautomat­
ic fire, when the bolt ro!J s the hammer back, it is caught at the rear 
by the secondary sear. When the trigger is released, the tri gger 
extension and primary sear move back to catch the hammer as it is 
released by the secondary sear. In fu ll-auto, a mode in which the 
Romak 3 is not capable of firing, a boss (mi ssing on the Romak 3) 
on the selector-lever axis pin fo rces the secondary sear back so that 
it plays no ro le in controlling the hammer. The trigger mecha­
nism's mai nspring is of the multiple-s trand type, which lasts 
longer and offe rs better performance under adverse conditions. 
Trigger pull weight on SO F's test specimen was 5.75 pounds, and 
exhibited the horrendous creep associated with all Kalashnikovs . 

The auto-safety-sear, which protrudes through a slot in the 
right receiver rail of almost a ll selective-fire Kalashnikovs, is not 
present on the Romak 3. In full-auto, the auto-safety-sear holds 
the hammer back and must be tripped by the bolt carrier to free 
the hammer to fi re another round . The fi ve-component anti­
bounce device added to the tri gger mechani sm when pinned and 
riveted, sheet-metal receivers repl aced the milled, fo rged 
receivers of the AKA7 series, has al so been deleted fro m the 
Romak 3. Its primary function is to prevent firing out of battery 
during burst fire sequences. 

The selector lever, a stamped, sheet-metal bar on the right 
side of the receiver is manipul ated by the thumb and remains, in 
my opinion, one of the Kalashnikov's few defects. It is noisy, 
stiff and difficult to operate (although much less so on the 
Romak 3). There are no selector markings on the receiver body. 
The top position is safe. In this position, the tri gger is blocked, 
but the bolt can be retracted just enough to see if the chamber 
has a loaded round . The lower pos iti on is fo r semiautomatic fi re. 

- P.G.K. 
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The iron emergency sights on this ri fi e 
were taken directly from the Romanian 
RPK squad automatic. Two ears in tegral 
with the front sight assembly (held to the 
barrel by two pins) protect the round front 
sight post, which is adjustable for both ele­
vation and windage zero. The sliding tan­
gent-type rear sight has an open U-notch 
and is adjustable for elevation in 100-meter 
interval s from 100 to 1,200 meters. The 
300-meter battle-sight setting is marked 
with the letter for "P''. 

Disassembly procedures for this tifle are 
exactly those of any Kalashnikov. First 
remove the magazine and cycle the action 
by hand everal times to make sure no 
round remains in the chamber. Pivot the 
scope mount 's locking lever to the rear and 
lide the scope assembly off the receiver. 

Push inward on the serrated rear end of the 
recoil spring guide rod assembly and while 
doing so lift off the sheet metal top cover. 
Push the recoil spring guide rod assembly 
out of its retaining slot in the end of the 
receiver and lift it up and out of the rear of 
the bolt carrier. Slide the piston/bolt carrier 
group to the rear and lift out of the receiver 
after al igning it with the slots in the receiv­
er designed for that purpose. Separate the 
bolt from the bolt carrier. Rotate the gas 
cylinder's locking lever (located on the 

Russian Talon PO 3-9x42 variable power military sniper scope features a simple, but ingenious 
rangefinder reticle pattern. 

right side of the receiver, just in fron t of tl1e 
rear sight) upward until the gas cylinder can 
be lifted up and away from the barreled 
ac tion). Pivot the locking lever on the bot­
tom forearm 's front bracket upward until 
you can slide the bracket fo rward enough so 
the forearm can be removed . No further di s­
assembly is recommended. 

Reassemble in the reverse manner after 
cleaning and lubrication . Never lubri cate 
either the pi ston shaft or interior of the gas 
cy linder. Use the fo llowing ComB loc sol­
di er's trick to simply the fin al reassembly 
steps. Place the rear end of the reco il 
spring guide rod assembl y just in front of 
and below its retaining slot in the receiver. 

The 7.62x54R CARTRID GE 
The 109-year-old Russian 7.62x54R cartridge has outlived 

some glorious military contemporaries, such as the French 8mm 
Lebel , .303 British and U.S .. 30-06. Adopted in 189 J for the 
Mosin-Nagant bolt-action rifle, and also known as the "3-line 
Mosin Nagant'', this supposedly outdated rimmed cartridge is still 
going strong as a machine gun (PK seties) and sniping (Russian 
Dragunov and Romanian FPK) round. It appears that it wi ll con­
tinue to be fielded well into the foreseeable future, as tbese latter 
two weapon systems remain in production in several countries and 
are popular throughout the world. 

First bullets for tllis cartridge were flat-based, round-nosed pro­
jectiles weighing approximately 211 grains. In 1908, a 149-grain 
spitzer projectile witll a conical hollow base (which expands to form 
a gas seal to enhance accuracy in worn barrels) was issued as the Type 
"L." In 1930, a boat-tail 182-grain projectile with lead-alloy core, 
designed as a long-range machine gun round, was introduced as the 
Type "D" (heavy ball - yellow-tipped projectile color code). The cur­
rent boat-tailed bullet, called the Type "LPS" (light ball- white- or sil­
ver-tipped projectile color code), bas a mild steel core and weighs 
about l50 grains. This latter bullet leaves the muzzle at about 2,750 
fps. Performance of tllis cartridge, and the various full metal jacket 
bullets developed for it, is equivalent to U.S. military .30-06 ball. 

By the late 1970s, Type LPS ammunition had completely 
replaced both the Type L light ball and the Type D heavy ball. As 
a consequence, it was no longer necessary to color-code the bullet 
tips and 7.62x54R ball ammunition manufactured subsequent to 
this time usually, but not always, omits this feature. 

Early 7 .62x54R case lengths measured 53.5mm. Cunent types 
measure 53.65mm in lengtl1. The rim diameter is 14.3mm and the 
head diameter is 12.2mm to I 2.3mm. Except for commercial 
ammunition manufactured by Norma and in Yugoslavia fo r export 
to the U.S., the brass, copper- or brass-washed steel or lacquered­
steel rimmed cases are Berdan-primed. Cases in this caliber can be 

instantly recognized by their peculiar partially convex base con­
tour. Head stamps are found either impressed or raised around tl1e 
edge of the base. Bullets measure .3 11 inches in diameter. In addi­
tion to either heavy or light ball rounds, thi s caliber will be 
encountered with tracer (since 1972 this projecti le exhibits a step 
just forward of the case mouth) , AP, API, APIT, ranging high 
explosive incendiary (HEI) projectiles, crimped blanks for grenade 
launching, short-range practice ball and drill rounds. 

The existence or not of match-grade ammunition for the M9 I /30 
and Dragunov sniper 1ifles has puzzled cartridge collectors and small 
arms authorities alike. While I was in Izhevsk, Russia fo r the 75th 
biithday of Mikhail T. Kalashnikov, I was told by Alexis F. Dragunov 
and Victor Kalashnikov, project engineers at the lzmash factory, 
which manufactures the Dragunov sniper rifle, that match-grade 
ammunition for sniping is produced at the arsenal whose factory head 
stamp code is " 188". However, only the cardboard box tlley are 
packed in signifies tllat die cartridges are combat match-grade and this 
arsenal also produces standard ball. Match-grade bullets have appar­
ently been issued in two weights: 200 and 182 grains. 

Since J 945 , 7.62x54R ammunition has been manufactured in 
China, Bulgari a, the Soviet Union , Czechoslovakia, Egypt, East 
Germany, Fin land , France, Hungary, Iraq, North Korea, Norway, 
Po land, Spain , Sweden, Syria and Yugoslavi a. Prior to World 
War II , it was al so produced in Germany, Great Britain , Mexico 
and the United States. 

Two types of 7.62x54R ammunition were provided for SO F's 
test and evaluation of the Romak 3 rifle: Hungari an 150-grain Soft 
Point bullets loaded into a lacquered steel case headstamped "MFS 
7 ,62x54R" and Czech type LPS light 150-grain ball headstamped 
"bxn 79" and with a silver-tipped projectile color code and gray 
lacquered steel case. This latter headstamp was the manufacturer's 
code for the original Selli er & Bellot factory at Vlasim, 
Czechoslovakia. - P G.K. 
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Hold down on the top cover while retract­
ing the cocking handle. The end of the 
guide rod will jump into the square hole at 
the end of the top cover and its retaining 
slot in the receiver. 

Evgeniy F. Dragunov used a short-stroke 
piston not attached to the bolt carrier on hi s 

Caliber: 7.62x54R. 

Samozaryadnaya sn.aiperskaya vintovka 
Dragunova - SVD sniper rifle because he 
fe lt the Kalashnikov's long-stroke operation 
resulted in the movement of a heavy mass 
which would jar the weapon and degrade 
the rifle's accuracy potenti al. 

Our test and evaluation of the Romak 3 

Operation: Semiautomatic; locked breech; gas-operated with long stroke RPK piston; three-lug 
rotary bolt duplicating Kalashnikov method of operation;AK-type safety lever. 

Weight: (with scope, empty) 9.5 pounds (4.3 kg). 

Length, overall: 45.3 inches (I, 150 mm). 

Barrel: Four-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in I 0 inches (254 mm) over 22.4 
inches (570 mm) of rifling. 

Barrel length: 24.6 inches (625 mm). 

Feed mechanism: Five- and ten-round, staggered-column, detachable box-type magazines. 

Optical sight: 4X24mm PS0-1 type with battery-powered reticle illumination; field of view is 6 
degrees; rangefinder reticle pattern after that of the RPG-7V. The optical sight's 
side mount is integral with the scope tube. 

Emergency sights: AK-type: round front sight post, which is adjustable for both elevation and 
windage zero; sliding tangent-type rear sight with an open U-notch, adjustable for 
elevation in I 00-meter intervals from I 00 to 1,200 meters. 300-meter battle-sight 
setting is marked with the letter for "P". 

Furniture: Skeletonized, wood-laminate buttstock with a swell on top of the stock that 
serves as an integral cheekpiece. Both the top handguard, which is part of the gas 
cylinder assembly, and the bottom forearm are of solid wood construction. 

Finish: Black oxide. 

Manufacturer: ROMARM (aka RATMIL), Dept. SOF, 48-50 Calea Victoriei, Pasajul Victoriei, 
sector I, Bucharest 70 I 02, Romania; phone: +40-1-613 4 3 66; fax: +40-1-
312 29 88. 

Importer: lntrac Arms International, Dept. SOF, 5005 Chapman Highway, Knoxville, TN 
37920; phone: 423-573-0065; fax: 423-579-0937. 

Suggested retail price: $999.95, complete with the scope and all its accessories, both a 5- and I 0-
round magazine, a green nylon sling, oil bottle, three-piece cleaning rod,AK­
type buttstock cleaning kit, trigger lock and plastic storage case. 

T&E summary: The usual Kalashnikov robustness and reliability. Surprisingly accurate for a 
semiautomatic rifle operated by means of a long stroke piston. Reasonably 
priced. Highly recommended, especially to military small arms collectors. 

(left) The skeletonized, wood-laminate butt­
stock is only somewhat reminiscent of that of 
the Dragunov. Instead of a removable padded 
cheekpiece (all too easily lost in the field) 
there is a swell on top of the stock that serves 
as an integral cheekpiece. The muzzle com­
pensator (above) is quite effective in reducing 
muzzle jump, albeit at the expense of a notice­
ably increased flash signature. 

sniper rifle did not demonstrate this to be 
the case. The Hungarian ISO-grai n Soft 
Point ammunition with which we were pro­
vided consistently shot about l MOA 
groups from the bench at 100 meters. Not 
quite as accurate, the Czech military ball 
ammuniti on was capable of only 1.5 MOA. 
This is really outstanding accuracy for a 
Kalashnikov action and perfectly acceptable 
for a mass-produced, un-tuned semiauto­
matic sniper weapon system with a four­
power scope and horrendous trigger. 

When placed in thi s 9.5-pound package 
the recoil impulse of the 7.62x54R car­
tridge, which has a well-deserved reputa­
tion as a hard kicker, is moderate. 
Furthermore, the muzzle compensator is 
quite effective in reducing muzzle jump, 
albeit at the expense of a noticeab ly 
increased flash signature. The ejection pat­
tern of the empty cases was typically that of 
the Kalashnikov series, about 5 to 8 feet to 
the right and slightly forward. 

Complete with the scope and all its 
accessories, both a 5- and 10-round maga­
zine, a green nylon sling, oil bottle, three­
piece cleaning rod, AK-type buttstock 
cleaning kit, trigger lock and plastic storage 
case, the Romak 3 has a suggested retail 
price of $999.95. This is a reasonable price 
for an accurate and legally importable 
example of the formally rare Romanian 
FPK sniper weapon system. ~ 
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To ensure that we 
can pass along our 
proud firearm-owning 
heritage to our children 
and grandchildren, you 
need to register to vote 
and cast your ballot on 
Election Day! 

If you won't do it for 
yourself, do it for them. 

"I have been involved in the battle to protect the civil 
rights of Americans for decades. The best way to protect 
our cherished liberty is to vote." - Charlton Heston 

REGISTER TO VOTE ••• 
OR REGISTER YOUR GUNS? 

... The choice is yours 
Registering to vote takes only a few minutes, yet it is the single most important 

step you can take to defend our rights - now and for the future. When you consider the 
alternative, it's a small price to pay. 

For voter registration dates, deadlines, requirements, and applications, call the 
NRA-ILA Grassroots Division at (800) 392-VOTE (8683). Call Today. 

REGISTER TO VOTE! 
CAU NRA-I/A AT (800) 392-VOTE (8683). 

~ NRA Institute for Legislative Action 
~ 11 250 WAPLES MILL ROAD, FAIRFAX, VIRGINIA 22030 

advertising space donated by Soldier Of Fortune Magazine 



YOUR 
ENEMIES 
ARE REAL 
SOF Patrols Lebanese 

No Man's Land 

MARJAYOUN, LEBANON -- There's an old Mexican 
proverb which proclaims that "all of your friends are false; all of your enemies 
are real." 

It's a proverb that the second in command for the Southern Lebanon Army 
(SLA), Raymond Abu Mourad , should have listened to more closely. 

For Abu Mourad is a dead man. 
His friends - the Israeli army - have decided they will unilaterally pull 

out of their self-declared security zone in southern Lebanon, leaving him and 
the his 2,500 mostly Lebanese Christian mercenaries high and dry. Abu 
Mourad's enemies - the Shi'ite Muslim terrorist group Hezbollah - ha ve 
said that, come Hell or high water, once that pullout takes place, he and hun­
dreds of other SLA members will be executed. 

"Welcome to Lebanon," SO F's driver/fixer, Abu Abdo , half-jokingly told us 
as we drove away from Beirut's airport. "Your Marine barracks was over 
there," he said, pointing to a new cargo warehouse. "They needed the space so 
they removed what was left of the building. Soon the Israelis will also be gone. 
Just like the Marines." 

Text & Photos by 
Mark H. Milstein 

Forty-eight hours in Beirut gave us enough 
time to get a small idea of what was going on 
in country, and provided us with a little sight­
seeing time to see what damages 15 years of 
civil war brought to the Lebanese capital. We 
weren't disappointed. 

Beirut's English language paper, The Daily 
Star, had reported that two SLA fighters had 
been killed the day before when their roadside 
checkpoint was ambushed by Hezbollah guer­
rillas just east of Marjayoun, the nominal cap­
ital of the Israeli security zone. It was time to 
head south. 

In retaliation, the Israeli Defense Force 
(IDF) had overnight struck a known­
Hezbollah stronghold north of the security 
zone with heavy artillery, killing one civilian 
and destroying a family house in the vi llage of 
El Kfair. 

Since the SLA didn't maintain an office 
in Beirut and the IDF weren't encouraging 
Western visitors to trek south in to the secu­
rity zone , we left the Lebanese capital at 
dawn not knowing what we ' d find once we 
arrived other than the weather and last 
night 's casualty figures. 

The day before Abu Abdo had spent the 
better part of six hours waiting at the 
Lebanese Ministry of Defense in Beirut for 
our permission slips to be issued allowing us 
to cross the southernmost Lebanese army 
checkpoint at Kfar Falous, just east of Sidon, 
into the security zone. A $50 donation from 
SOF to the Lebanese Army Press Office 
ensured that six hours didn't turn into 10. 

A Lebanese woman walks past a billboard advertising Lebanon's first English social maga­
zine, featuring stories on how to cheat on your partner and men's sexual fantasies. 

In order to actually enter the security zone 
we'd have to drive on to Jezzine , where Abu 
Abdo made a telephone call to the SLA and , 
while we amused ourselves drinking coffee 
with some locals, was issued a code number 
for each of us and the car that we would have 
to repeat when quizzed at the northernmost 
joint SLA-IDF checkpoint. 

The brown hills covered with stunted pines 
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soon gave way to more alpine-like terrain, as we climbed our way 
up into the 5,000- and 6,000-foot mountains that mark the entrance 
to the security zone. The snow-capped mountains of eastern 
Lebanon were clearly visible to our left as we traveled south. 

We were the only traffic on the road that morning, passing only 
three rusting and gutted Soviet-made BMPs and a couple of silver 
foxes that ran across the road . At one point the road swung over a 
steep, farmhouse-studded valley and at four strategic curves the SLA 
and IDF had constructed concrete anti-sniper barriers. While roadside 
bombs were the weapon of choice fo r HezbolJah , it was in places like 
this that they had learned welJ how to use the Afghan and Iranian-sup­
plied, American-made TOW-2 antitank rockets they used welJ . 

Fallen House Of Cards 
The history of Israeli involvement in southern Lebanon bas ical­

ly goes li ke this: On 6 June 1982 , advance columns of Israe li armor 
crossed the border into Lebanon and began making their way north 
towards Beirut. Within hours Israeli units began engaging and 
destroying Syrian army troops and artillery based in southern 
Lebanon. The Israeli airforce enjoyed immediate ai r superiority and 
encountered li ttle resistance. 

The Israelis had ostensibl y come to rid Lebanon of the 
Palestini an L iberation Organi zat ion (PLO), aid the Christi an 

(above) Israeli defense force (IDF) soldiers look over the border into the 
Syrian village of Kumeitra high into the Golan Heights. Negotiations 
between the two countries continue over the future of the strategic high 
ground. An off-duty Israeli soldier (left) looks across the Israeli­
Lebanon border. 

Phalangist militia leader Bashir Gemayal and somehow put 
Lebanon's house of broken cards back together again after seven 
years of civil war. 

As New York Times Beirut correspondent at the time , Thomas 
Friedman, once noted in reference to the Israeli invasion, "Lebanon, 
like any house of mirrors and illusions, is always easier to step in to 
than it is to find a way out of ." 

Within a week Israeli forces were besieging Muslim West Beirut 
from 5 miles away on a bluff near the presidential palace at Baabda . 
As a result the main highway linking Beirut and Damascus, Syria, 
was fo r all intents and purposes shut. Beirut was slowly being 
choked to death by Israeli shells. 

By the end of August the Israelis had accomplished - or so they 
thought - what they had set out to do: The PLO were driven out of 
Lebanon, Gemayal was in power and soon peace between Beirut 
and Jerusalem would be at hand . 

Things then went from bad to worse. On 13 September 1982 , a 
car bomb exploded in Beirut killing Gemayal, thus once and for all 
crushing any Israeli hopes or dreams of peace. 

A month later Phalangist mili tia, under the protection of the IDF, 
massacred hundreds of Palestinian civili ans in the Sabra and Shatila 
camps in West Beirut. The Israelis were now occupying a house on 
fire. The civil war raged all around the Israelis and there seemed 
nothing they could do to stop it. 

One year later, the Israelis began their unilateral withdrawal from 
northern Lebanon. The first phase saw the IDF leave the comfort of 
the Shauf Mountains overlooking Beirut and consolidate their posi­
tions along the Awali Ri ver in Shi ' ite-controlled southern Lebanon. 

The Lebanese Shi ' ites had at first seen the Israelis as "friends" of 
so1ts. It was, after all , the Israelis who had liberated the Shi'ites from 
the wrath of the mainly Sunni Palestinian guerrillas who had occupied 
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southern Lebanon to use it as a platform to 
shell Israel and launch guerrilla raids. 

However, when the Shi'ites realized the 
Israelis had no intentions of leaving, but 
instead were planning a long-term occupa­
tion and were setting up a security zone to 
protect Israel's northern border, the Shi'ites 
turned on them with a vengeance. The 
Israelis then compounded the situation by 
hiring local militiamen and forming an 
army of mercenaries - the SLA. 

We suspected the real reason was 
because the IDF didn't want us calling any­
one with real-time information that could 
cause a security problem . 

The SLA claims about 2,500 fighters, 
70% of whom are Shi ' ite with next of kin in 
Hezbollah. The SLA's officers are primarily 
Christian with some Druze thrown in for good 
measure. Because most of the SLA's foot sol­
diers are Shi ' ite and their officers Christian , 
tension within the army is quite high and a 
high number of defections taking place every 

The Israeli-Syrian frontier at the edge of the 
Golan Heights in northern Israel. Negotiations 
between the two countries continue over the 
future of the strategic high ground. 

Dia told us that we would be "better off' 
if we took on the services of a colleague, a 
local fixer by the name of Roger (pronounced 
Ro~jay). For a $100 per day, we could draw 
from Roger's storehouse of info1mation on 
the area as well as overnight lodging in the 
house he shared with his wife and three boys. 
It was also a convenient way for the SLA and 
the IDF to keep tabs on our intentions and to 
control what we photographed. 

First stop was El Khyam , a small vi llage 
east of Marjayoun , where the SLA had set up 
a prison for Hezbollah POWs. 

year - sometimes with disastrous results. 
The SLA is made up of two regimental (Eastern and Western) 

regional battalions, armor and artillery elements and a training corps 
including a local security force and civil affairs group. 

After more than a hundred kamikaze-like attacks, dozens of 
roadside bombings , missile strikes, air raids , artillery barrages, hun­
dreds of casualties and l7 years later, the Israelis were ready to 
finally pull out of Lebanon. SOF was there. 

IDF observation posts and firebases began appearing shortly 
after the first checkpoint - where we were met by an Israeli intel­
ligence officer who verified out names, passports and fD numbers 
and then gave us two white license plates with red letters and num­
bers to place over our Lebanese plates . The Beirut tags would be no 
good where we were heading, but our newly minted SLA-IDF plates 
would surely identify us as possible Israeli collaborators if we were 
stopped by Hezbollah. 

Insanity Plates 
Putting the SLA-IDF plates on our Renault sedan was sort of like 

back in high school when someone would tape a sign on someone's 
back reading "Kick me," except this time it wouldn ' t be a shoe 
being shoved up our asses but a 7 .62mm slug from a Kalashnikov. 

Twenty minutes and two SLA checkpoints later we were sitting 
in the warm confines of Radio Reve, 103 .9 FM, the "voice of south­
ern Lebanon." Radio Reve was run by a former Lebanese dentist 
turned journalist by the name of Doctor Ali Dia. 

Dia was under the direct control of Israeli army intelligence, we 
surmised , or he wouldn 't have lasted five minutes in this part of the 
woods, much less be given the go-ahead to start up a radio station. 

Everyone in the security zone, it seemed, was working for the 
Israelis. Everyone, it also seemed , had a cellular telephone except 
for us. We were warned not to bring ours along because it would "be 
dangerous for our health." 

We asked Roger if we could go in , but he 
quickly squashed our request on security 

grounds, saying that " it would cause problems." We then asked Roger 
if it was OK to just photograph the outside of the prison, he shot back 
a terse "No." How about if we go a little further away and photograph 
it? "I don't know," Roger said , "Let me ask." 

After quick telephone call to some SLA-IDF liaison officer, 
Roger said we would be allowed to go to a "friend's" house and 
photograph the prison from the roof. We agreed. The friend, it 
turned out, was an Israeli army intelligence officer who checked our 
IDs and then walked us to the roof of the apartment house and 
watched us very closely as we made photographs of the prison from 
about a half-mile away. 

We next asked Roger to take us to a SLA training base in Kfar 
Chouba, just north of the 1974 ceasefire line. "No. That's not possi­
ble," Roger answered. "Impossible for you to see our training base." 

We then peppered Roger with questions about the SLA and its 
future with limited results. That was, until we made it wo1th his while. 

"The average soldier is paid $360 per month," Roger told us. 
"No one here really loves the Israelis. We love their money." 

Roger said that most SLA soldiers also had fami ly members who 
had "green cards" allowing them to cross into northern Israel every 
day and work at Israeli farms and factories for good money. 

"They take care of us, but we are professional soldiers," Roger went 
on. "If the Israelis leave, I don't know what we would do. A lot of peo­
ple would be in economic trouble, and a lot of blood would flow." 

We asked Roger about the threat of Hezbollah retaliation, but he 
just shrugged it off. 

'Tm not worried," Roger nervously answered. "If they come here, 
I will fight, but I don't think they will come. Look, there are even 
some Muslims in the SLA. Would Hezbollah kill one of their own?" 

We knew the answer, but rather than dwelling on death we 
thought it best to head over to an IDF fire base just north of the 
famed Beaefort Castle, west of Marjayoun. 

There we found elements of the Israeli Golani Brigade. 

ISRAEL SELIS OUT ITS ALLIES 
As we go to press (23 May), the Israelis have already begun 

their withdrawal, and many SLA Muslims are simply surrendering 
to Hezbollah . Israel has not announced any concrete plans for asy­
lum or protection of SLA militia members, even as they flee in the 
face of a Lebanese army push to the border. Israeli considerations 
of granting one-year work visas have not yet materialized. 

Just as George Bush encouraged , conned, then blew-off, the 
Kurds, Southern Lebanon appears set for its own lethal edition of 
treachery to one's noble former allies featuring Israel and the hap­
less "refugees" of the South Lebanon Army (SLA) who've sided 
with, bled for, and died for Israel, but who'll likely be abandoned 
to twist precariously in the breeze as the Israelis split their AO for 
home and hearth. 

Then, who' ll be left to protect the some 2,300 SLA remnants 
- and their fam ilies, mostly Lebanese Christians - from their 

vengeful Hezbollah adversaries? 
Ephraim Sneh, the Israeli Deputy Defense Minister, has turned 

thumbs-down on any possibility that Israel will accept members of 
its allied militia as refugees for possible resettlement inside Israel , 
stating that "I do not believe that the solution is to turn those peo­
ple into refugees. They are Lebanese patriots. They have been 
fighting for their lives and for their independence against all for­
eign troops. They should stay in their homes on their land, in secu­
rity. We are committed to their security. How exactly we implement 
this commitment I prefer not to say in these early stages." 

A good lesson to remember is that America - and any of her 
most favored nations - are not above ruthless betrayal. My advice 
to hedge any bets would be to ship the SLA a generous supply of 
bodybags, then hope like hell the Israelis are more humane than 
was Mr. Bush. - Tom Reisinger 
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Hundreds of supporters of an Iranian-backed Hezbollah cleric protest in 
front of United Nations headquarters in Beirut, Lebanon against the 
mistreatment of more than 30 Lebanese men currently in Israeli prisons. 
The protesters enacted a street theater symbolizing their claims of 
Israeli mistreatment of the Lebanese prisoners. The young children of 
one of the detainees (right) holds a photograph of their father. (below) 
Israeli soldiers guard the border crossing between Israel and Lebanon. 
Israel maintains nearly 3,000 troops in Lebanon as a bullwark against 
Syrian-backed Hezbollah guerrillas. 

"You like our fence?" an IDF lieutenant who called himself Gabi 
asked us. "It's for the missiles the Hezbollah like to use on us. We 
haven't been hit yet, but ... who knows?" 

Gabi was referring to the 40-foot-taJI chain-link fences that sur­
rounded every IDF base we saw in southern Lebanon. The fences 
were purposely flexible and were meant to tangle the guide wires 
trailed by TOW-2 missiles favored by Hezbollah guerrillas. 

Gabi led a platoon of soldiers from the Egoz Reconnaissance 
Unit of the Golani Brigade, an elite unit charged with seeking out 
Hezbol lah positions in the security zone. 

"I can't go into any detail about what we are doing here," Gabi 
told SOF, "but I think you know quite well that Hezbollah is a for­
midable enemy, one that we don ' t take lightly. He's smart. He 
knows just about our every move. He's well-armed and disciplined . 
It can be scary sometimes." 

Gabi then showed us around the firebase, and we spent sometime 
at an OP looking over the countryside. 

Gabi said that he and his men were looking forward to the IDF 
withdrawal. 

"Look, last year we lost 13 IDF soldiers in Lebanon. The year 
before it was more than 20," Gabi said . "Peace is good. If, of course, 
it's a real peace. The Syrians haven't yet said they wou ld reign in 

Hezbollah . If that's not accomplished, then it's not peace." 
Gabi said he didn't know what would happen to the SLA merce­

naries once the IDF withdrew, but he could certainly imagine. 
"Our government has talked about giving them asylum, but there 

hasn 't been any official word on that yet. No one knows the details 
of how many SLA fighters would be allowed in or not." 

We then asked Roger if we could go to a SLA base or checkpoint 
and ask some soldiers what their opinion of the IDF pullout was. 

"That's impossible," Roger answered. 
We then told Roger that if that was the case, there was no further 

need for his services and that we would immediately return to Beirut. 
A half-second after digesting our ultimatum, Roger was on his 

cell phone blabbing frantically in Arabic and waving his hands 
around the car as if someone had wrapped a plastic bag over his 
head and wanted it there for keeps. 

"Drive west to Marjayoun," Roger yelled. " I wiJI tell you where 
to go." 

Threatened with the loss of a $100 per day in income, Roger had 
called someone within the SLA to see what cou,ld be done to satisfy 
us and keep us from leaving before he milked us for whatever we 
were worth. 

We soon pulled up to a small , nondescript house j ust off of 
Marjayoun 's main street. Roger went inside, and within minutes 
returned to the car with a more worried look on his face. 

"What's wrong?" we asked . 
Roger mumbled something in Arabic, then said we'd have to go 

to the base for further information. 
Our car hadn't gone more than 5 feet before Roger told us that 

he'd just tried to speak with the second in command of the SLA, 
Raymond Abu Mourad , but that he wasn't home. Stunned , we looked 
at each other, wondering if Roger knew how much he breached secu-

Continued on page 71 
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Bogota Wages Counterinsurgency On Several Fronts 
ounterinsurgency (COIN) invarably 

a dynamjc that is aspre­
dictable as it is dreary. 
First, violence directed at 

the system surfaces. The system, caught 
unawares , tu rns to its own instruments of 
violence - the police and the military -
and orders them to respond. 

They do so in blunt fashion, thus making 
the situation worse. The result, of course, is 
that society si nks deeper in a spiral of ever­
increasing chaos. 

A few people see the light and point out 

48 

Text & Photos by 

Dr. Tom Marks 
that the rough edges of the system itself 
have produced insurgency, whlch the gov­
ernment invariably labels "terrorism ." 

Yet the insurgent terror is not the cam­
paign itself, as is the case with true terror­
ism - it is instead a political campaign to 
mobilize the disaffected and the dispos­
sessed, to mobilize them in an alternative 

society. Until it can actually liberate areas 
openly, this takes the form of covert infra­
structure . 

Always, unless the insurgents are 
incompetent - which is the case with star­
tling regularity - their ultimate goal in 
deploying power is to create and safeguard 
this alternative to the society that they are 
overthrowing. 

Governments, to finish our discussion of 
this dreary spiral, go after that which they 
can see, insurgents with guns, leavi ng the 
insurgent infrastructure virtually alone to 
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grow and become ever more deadly. The 
security forces thus seek to "close with and 
destroy the enemy," while the insurgents 
continue the process of successively domi­
nating areas. 

What makes it so difficult fo r systems to 
see their way clear is that the people in posi­
tions of autho1ity are those who have bene­
fited from what is. They're comfortable 
with the way matters are, understand them, 
can't figure out why anyone would expect 
them to be otherwise. And even if they 
allow for the possibility of disaffection, 
they 're expecting Robin Hood and his 
Merry Men to break from the forest and 
storm the castle. They'i-e certain ly not 
expecting a war in the shadows. 

Down Colombia Way 
The bottom line is that society sends its 

security forces out to do what they get paid 
to do, aJTest folks; and, if necessary, crack 
some skulls. The rhythms of life go on -
until the brutal reality of war intrudes. 

This is what has happened in Colombia, 
which has become the third largest recipient 
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of U.S. aid, trailing only Israel and Egypt. 
Just as Manila had its Huk Rebellion, fo l­
lowed by its insurgency of the Communist 
Party of the Philippines (CCP), the second 
conflict rising from the ashes of the firs t, so 
Bogota has seen the survivors of an earlier 
1959-65 conflict resurface as the commu­
nist insurgents of Fuerzas Armadas 
Revolucionarias de Colombia, or FARC. 

A communi st insurgency in 2000? 
People who actually believe the discredited 
drivel about socialism and the good life to 
come - if only they can build a society li ke 
the Cuba of Castro? You better believe it! 

For decades they've been "out there," 
out of sight, out of mind, patiently building 
an alternative society. No one much cared. 

For there are two Colombias: One, 
roughly 40% of the country (see map), is 
west of the Cordillera Oriental, mainly high 
country. The other, east of the mountains, 
the llanos, is savannah , vast pl ai ns, and 
Amazon , the jungle. More than 96% of the 
populace lives in the first area. The other 
4%-minus, and key insurgent formations, 
are in the second zone. 

NETHERLANDS ANTILLES 
( othc1land1) 

~ 

Gateway to South America, strategic Colombia comprises the northernmost range of the Andes 
mountains, and the headwaters of the mighty Amazon River. 
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As long as the guerrillas were revolu­
tionary homesteaders in areas no one else 
wanted, the government bothered with them 
only when their act ions forced a response. It 
was the job of the police and the mjl itary, 
went the logic, to keep an eye on them. 

Yet FARC had big plans. In a key meet­
ing, its seventh party conference, held at 
Cubarral, Meta, 4-14 May 1982, it was 
decided that the priority task was to create a 
revolutionary army capable of taking on the 
security forces. 

A Ready War Chest 
To fund this endeavor and to gain man­

power, FARC opted to exploit the world lust 
for narcotics. This was the new element in 
the process outlined above. 

By taxing all facets of the drug trade, it 
would obtain money. By protecting and 
controlling production area , it would not 
only secure its income but recruit from 
among the marginalised. 

"The goal was the creation of a 28,000-
man army divided into 48 guerrilla fronts," 
notes Dave Spencer, a veteran of both the El 
Salvadoran and Colombian conflicts, now 
one of the top U.S. specialists on the insur­
gency. "The purpose of thjs arn1y was to 
take advantage of what FARC saw as the 
ex isting political contradictions and the 
inevitable political collision that had to take 
place within the system." 

In other words, FARC recognized that 
Colombia's democracy was flawed, that it 
had produced both winners and losers. In 
particular, it tended to be a very dangerous 
place for those who advanced left-wing 
solu tions to society's problems. An earlier 
effort at coming in from the jungle, for 
instance, had left an estimated 600- 1,200 
militants victims of assassinations (there is 
no agreement on the numbers; some sources 
place the number as high as 2,000). 

Precise blame was rarely fixed. Having 
suffered through previous bloodshed in 
which leftists had played a prominent role, 
Colombian society abounded with those 
more than wi lling to go after those who still 
dreamed of Marxist liberation . 

Still, the perception grew that advancing 
left-wing positions in open forum was haz­
ardous to one's health. And that which 
could not stay within the system, worked 
from outside it to bring it down. 

"The important point," continues 
Spencer, who is regularly in-country, " is 
that nearly two decades ago, FARC identi­
fied the principal source of its finances and 
recruitment base, both of wh ich have 
proven crucial to their development up 
through the present. 

"Just as important, FARC, based on its 
experience, concluded that peace negotia­
tions were a government strategy to weaken 
or destroy the guerrillas. And they decided 
that FARC presence at the negotiating table 
was not considered an alternative to build­
ing a revolutionary army. 

"They view the negotiating process as a 
means to gain official concessions that they 
either cannot gain on the battlefield, or cru1 
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Operating from bases in the "demilitarized zone" it won not through combat but at the negotiat­
ing table, FARC launched attacks in all directions in mid-1999. 

The massive offensive from the DMZ in July 1999 was followed by another in November, but the 
offensives were stopped cold, with heavy casualties inflicted upon the insurgents. Bodies are 
laid out, because civil law still requires that deaths be validated by coroners' inquests. 

Recent FARC offensives even included homemade - but effective - armor, as they escalated 
from guerrilla activity to mobile warfare, with thei r sights set on conventional warfare. 

gain on the battlefield o nly with much diffi­
cu lty. Simultaneously, they view the battle­
fie ld as a means to pressure concessions at 
the negotiating table. They have consistent­
ly refused to negotiate from a position of 
weakness." 

A Mushrooming Cloud 
Though FARC considered the negative 

aspects of its approach , especially its links 
with the drug trade - then , mainly coca , 
now, also heroi n and marijuana - it was 
hooked. The payoff was simply too great. 
The money and the manpower thus ga ined 
allowed FARC to mushroom. 

"In 1982 FARC was just a small organi­
zation of J 5 fronts with maybe 2,000 guer­
rill a fighters," says Spencer. "By 1990 it 
had expanded its fo rces to 43 fronts with 
about 5,000 fighters. Now it has between 
15-20,000 combatants in 60 fron ts and 
mobile companies [these formations range 
from 60 to 400 individuals]. This has 
allowed them to move to mobile or maneu­
ver wa1fare, the use of large units capable of 
directly confronting military units of equal 
size, of overrunning mili tary installations 
and smaller units ." 

There is considerable irony he re. For 
decades the dynamic outl ined earlier went 
on. The marg inali sed allowed the insurgent 
movement, FARC, to exist. The govern­
ment, faced with any number of insurgen t 
movements , none of which were particu lar­
ly powerful, but which together const ituted 
a s ignificant problem, told its security 
forces to deal with the rebels. 

Though the government would at times 
- generally when en lightened or ambitious 
personalities appeared - move towards 
some sort of resolution , grievances embod­
ied in marginalisation were never structural­
ly addressed. Development was conD·olled 
by an e li te, as was poli tics, and bringing the 
margins into the mainstream simply was 
beyond the mind set, and perhaps the capac­
ity, of the system. 

This would have remained more a moral 
issue than one of practical politics were it 
not fo r the shot in the arm provided to FARC 
by drugs. Led throughout by a sing le indi­
vidual, Manuel Marul anda Velez , alias Tiro 
FUo or "Sure Shot ," FARC put its money 
into its bite and caught the government in 
1996-98 sti ll in counterguerrilla mode. 

In a series of actions throughout those 
years , FARC demo nstrated that it had 
entered the mobile wa1fare stage. Though 
coordination was effected in 1995 with 
Colombia's other major insurgent group , 
Ejercito de Liberacion. Nacional, or ELN, 
the new war was principally a FARC show. 

Modern commu nications equipment , 
especial ly the use of cell phones , allowed a 
high degree of both tactical and operational 
coord in at ion . Simultaneously, Colombia 
itself was hammered by the United States , 
which decertified the country in both J 996 
and 1997 , thus denying it aid and advice 
even as the insurgents moved to exploit 
weaknesses in security force organization, 
doctrine, and deployment. 
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Responding to misguided U.S. pressure, last 
summer the Pastora government sacked 
three of its top generals, all veteran COIN 
commanders - (above) BG Uscategui (II 
Division CG); (center) BG Millan (War College 
director); and (right) BG del Rio (COLAR 
director of operations) - over alleged past 
links to "paramilitaries." 

Conventional, And Mobile, Tactics 
A harbinger of what was to come was the 

overrunning, on 30 August 1996 at Las 
Delicias, in Putumayo, of a draftee company 
base of 120 men, killing or wounding half, 
capturing the remainder. There fo llowed 
other actions, often coordinated with demon­
strations by coca growers in municipal areas. 

Concurrently, a stepped-up campaign 
sought to clear entire areas of government 
presence. Mayors and policemen were partic­
ular targets, for once they were kiJled or dri­
ven away, a region became ripe for control. 
Special attention was paid to areas that would 
serve to isolate the national capital , Bogota. 
Urban militias were formed to multiply the 
combat power of FARC fronts themselves. 

Just how far FARC had progressed was 
brought home in late February 1998 when 
the under strength 52nd Countergue1Tilla 
Battalion (52 BCG) of the newly formed 
3rd Mobile Brigade (3 BRIM), deploying 
only 154 men in three of its companies, was 
lured into a prepared ambush and decimat­
ed at El Bi liar, Caqueta. 

As the Colombian presidential e lection 

campaign went on in August 1998, FARC 
launched a nationwide series of attacks. The 
most significant saw an estimated 1,200 
insurgents attack a draftee company of the 
Joaquin Pais Battalion and the co-located 
counternarcotics police base at Miraflores, 
Guaviare. Overrun, government forces 
again took heavy casualties: 30 killed, 50 
wounded, and 100 taken prisoner. 

Anxious to act upon popular sentiment 
for "peace," the president-elect, Andres 
Pastrana Arango, personally met with 
FARC leaders, then ceded to them, on a 
"temporary" basis, as the price for entering 
into negotiations, a demilitarized zone 
(Zona de Distension). 

Central ly located in the heart of the 
country, within easy striking distance of 
both the capital and other major targets, it 
was ostensibly an area where military activ­
ity was prohibited. FARC not only violated 
such prohibition immediately, but subse­
quently used the DMZ, as it came to be 
called , as a coca-production base and 
recruiting zone, as an unsinkable aircraft 
carrie r from which to launch repeated 
strikes against government targets. 
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This activity reached a new high in July 
1999, when a massive offensive from the 
DMZ sought to strike in all directions, to 
include at Bogota itself. It was fo llowed by 
another in November-December, but both 
were stopped cold in fierce fighting which 
involved security forces knocking out 
FARC's homemade but nonetheless formi­
dable armor. 

Security force Response 
That the offensives were blooded 

stemmed from significant changes which 
had occurred in the securi ty forces, primar­
ily the army, even as the insurgents were 
making headway. 

"We were caught by surprise, because 
we had American doctrine," analyzes a 
Colombian general. "The American 
approach taught us there were two types of 

As in any insurrection, the Colombian Army 
was called upon to respond to the escalated 
attacks. Draftees such as these were among 
the three-quarters of the army limited, by law 
and regulation, to point defense rather than 
COIN ops. 

S I 



war, conventional and unconventional, what 
you call ' war' and 'other than war ' (OTW). 

"This is a mistake. This is your view, but 
it is not correct for us. Actually there is only 
one conflict, going from guerrilla war 
through mobile war to conventional war. 

"It's all integrated. And we must be able 
to fight at all levels. 

"By labeling this as a 'nonconventional' 
war, you Americans see it as a guerrilla war. 
You see the main weapon as the patrol against 
guerrillas. You call for us to decentralize. 

"Yet that's what we were doing, and we 
got caught in the counterguerrilla mode 
when the enemy shifted to the mobile mode. 
You ca!J upon us to decentralize when 
increased command and control is more 
important than ever. 

"It is what the guerrillas are doing, inte­
grating all of their forms into a unified plan 
of action, with guerrilla attacks coordinated 
to support mobile action, with terror sup­
porting guerrilla action." 

After more than three decades of small­
scale, counterguerrilla operations, then, the 
Colombian security forces were quite 
unprepared for this sequence of events. The 
police, a national organization (Policia 
Nacional), though roughly 100,000 men, 
were spread throughout the country in small 
posts from which they engaged in the rou­
tine associated with Jaw enforcement as 
opposed to warfare. 

The armed forces, too, in their disposi­
tion, resembled the dispersal of the U.S. 
Army during the Indian Wars rather than an 
organization geared up for mobile warfare. 
As had been the case in the Wild West, the 
army (Ejercito) had a plethora of company 
cantonments and rarely conducted opera­
tions of even that size. The air force 
(Fuerza Aerea) and the navy (Armada) 
were both small. 

Naturally, it was the army that was 
expected to blunt the insurgents. Of its total 
140,000-man strength, however, less than a 
quarter; some 30,000 men, were being used 
in actual counterinsurgency operations. 

5 2 

These were professionals, all volunteers. 
The remainder were short-term con­

scripts, nearly three-quarters of whom did 
not even have a high school degree. They 
were effectively prohibited by the govern­
ment from anything save point defense. 

The result was that the force in the field 
was not only grossly inadequate but was 
deployed in such fashion as to ensure defeat 
in detail. This is precisely what happened 
during the 1996-98 period. 

The Changes DI Necessity 
Change did not come immediately. 

Indeed, Pastrana's first defense numster, 
Rodrigo Lloreda, who has since died of can­
cer, resigned rather than go along with what 
he saw as the administration's drift in its 
counterinsurgency policy. In fact, at the same 
time, every army general officer, save one 
who could not be reached since he was in the 
field on operations, tendered his resignation. 

Such a rough start, though, was over­
come. The resignations were refused. Then, 
with a combination of rotation due to 
seniority, some out-of-sequence appoint­
ments, and plain good luck, Colombia put 
together a command team that began to turn 
things around. Though police and military 
were co-equals in the Public Forces 
(Fuerzas Publicas) under Defense Minister 
Luis Fernando Ramirez Acuna, it was the 
army which was key. 

Army Lieutenant General (called simply 

Some 30,000 men - professionals and all vol­
unteers - carried the war back to the insur­
gents in 1999 - with appreciation of the fact 
there is a difference between counterinsur­
gency and combat. 

General in the Colombian system) 
Fernando Tapias Stahelin became head of 
the armed forces (Fuerzas Militares); 
General Jorge E. Mora Rangel became head 
of the army itself . Both were former com­
manders of the elite mobile brigades 
(BRIM). Under them, the army was reorga­
nized for combat. 

That there is a considerable difference 
between "combat" and "counterinsurgency" 
was appreciated. 

"Now that we understand what is hap­
pening, we have been able to respond," con­
tinues the general j ust cited. "Yet the crucial 
question is how to control the ground. In 
our system, everything is prohibited. If you 
even attempt to uncover the infrastructure, 
much less dominate areas, you are violating 
something. 

Colombia's essential counterinsurgency 
problem thus lies in the fact that the coun­
try is not engaged in fighting its own inter­
nal war. The business has been left to the 
military - all too predictable a stance 
given the mindset of a system so long at 
"peace," with so many problems (such as 
the narcotics trade and a murder rate which 
produces twice as many bodies as America, 
which has some seven times Colombia's 
population!). 

Just how Colombia went fu ll circle from 
the reasonably effective defense activities of 

the 60s - carried out with our aid - would 
take a study all to itself. Suffice to say sys­
temic inertia, mixed with the regular sacking 
of key officers in order to establish who was 
"really" the boss, resulted in a security 
framework which was effectively neutered. 

That it was able to rally was because 
there have long existed in Colombia, as in 
any number of countries faced with inter­
nal violence, two armies. One is seen by 
the press (theirs and ours), in the capital 
mainly; the other fights and is little cov­
ered or understood. 

It was the latter which assumed control 
of the fight in Colombia. 

The first task was to shake the five divi­
sions which comprised the Colombian 
Army (COLAR) out of garrison mode. 
Looking at a map of the country and mov­
ing clockwise, from the northwest corner, 
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these divisions were I, II, IV, III, with V in 
the center, Bogota and vicinity. 

When Washington Stumbles, Bogota falls 
The area where FARC combat power 

was centered, as well as its financial base 
(narcotics growing and production), was the 
IV Division Area of Operations (AO). It was 
the AO where the significant defeats out­
lined above had in the main been suffered . 
This key appointment went to a soldier's 
soldier, another former BRIM commander, 
Brigadier General (BG), now Major General 
(MG), Carlos A. Ospina Ovalle. 

Other such appointments followed, and 
the effect was electric. It was at this point, 
however, that the confused priorities of the 
United States got in the way. In mid-1999, 
responding to direct U .S. pressure, the 
Pastrana government sacked three of its top 
generals, all veteran COIN commanders -
BG Fernando Millan (War College director), 
BG Rito Alejo del Rio (COLAR director of 
operations), and BG Jaime Humberto 
Uscategui Ramirez (then II Division 
Commanding General , or CG) - for alleged 
past links to the banned "paramilitaries." 

Paramilitaries, of course, are what in 
other countries are called "militia." No 
counterinsurgency can be won without 
them, for they are the only way in which 
domination of areas can be carried out. Yet 
in Colombia, as part of the 1990-91 settle­
ment with another insurgent group , M-19, a 
prohibition was written into the constitution 
against armed bodies operating outside of 
the armed forces and police. 

Rather than dealing with this in straight­
forward fashion, as has every other system 
fighting internal war, by mobilizing anti­
insurgent "people's war" as military auxil­
iaries, the Colombian political and judicial 
systems have fumbled and done nothing. 
They have then blamed the security forces 
when the vacuum created in the vast coun­
try has been fi lled by the autonomous coun­
terguerrilla groups which have sprung up 
everywhere - and continue to do so. 

By refusing to work with Bogota to find 
an approach to popular mobilization which 
will work, Washington has made the situa­
tion much, much worse. Indeed , it has 
demanded that the military spread itself still 
more thinly by "going after" yet another foe 
- the paramilitaries - and that the police 
be increased in numbers. 

"How the Colombian police came to be 
regarded as the darlings of the U.S. 
Congress and the alleged paragons of civic 
virtue is yet another story that needs to be 
written," wryly observes a Canadian analyst 
who has done extensive work in the history 
of the Colombian conflict. "Allowing that 
they have come a long way under the lead­
ership of General Rosso Jose Serrano does 
not detract from the point." 

The bottom line, though, was that the 
United States became directly involved in 
the actions which led to the three generals' 
sacking - this in an army of but some 35 
generals - for reasons which remain con­
troversial and had as much to do with inter-

nal U.S. and Colombian politics as they did 
with reality. In so doing, the United States 
crossed a line. Its presence is now both 
mpre conditional and tenuous than perhaps 
even the U.S. Embassy realizes. 

Refinement DI Military Response 
There wi ll be another line drawn con­

cerning the proposed American $1.7 billion 
aid package, which has as of this writing 
passed the U.S. House but become bogged 
down in intra-Senate political wrangling. 
This line will have to do with what the 
United States demands as the quid pro quo. 
Too many strings will not lead to the rejec­
tion of the package - Colombia's politi­
cians want important components of it, such 
as its counternarcotics package - but it will 
likely lead to the creation of yet another 
military within the military, a special "drug­
fighting" component. 

This, in a sense, has already happened, 
as I have discussed in recent articles for 
Soldier Of Fortune . It mirrors what we did 
in El Salvador, where we created a military 
within a military - and, in my opinion, got 
the war won that way. 

But there we had the aim of winning the 
war, of helping El Salvador. In Colombia, 
we have no such aim. We' re in the fight for 
our own domestic concerns; our aid pack­
age helps us, not them - and they know it. 

In next month's conclusion, Senior 
Foreign Correspondent Dr. Tom Marks, a 
former infantry officer and West Point grad­
uate, analyzes what it will take to bring the 
conflict in Colombia to a successful resolu­
tion, and notes positive changes within 
Colombia s military which, combined with 
appropriate government response and U.S. 
aid, may effect this end. ~ 

High and tight, Colombia's mobile brigades are good troops that, given the mission and the go­
ahead, can beat FARC in a conventional war. Notes one general, however, "In our system, every­
thing is prohibited ... we are in the position of fighting for a system unwilling to defend itself.'' 
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Three times during the mid· '90s - while 
the dogs of war were active in Angola and 
Sierra Leone - Al Venter went into Sierra 
Leone and Angola with Executive 
Outcomes, a South African mercenary orga­
nization . As we go to press, the author is 
heading back to the ravaged country. He 
recalls the nine-day battle for Freetown 
which ultimately drove Foday Sankoh 's 
Revolutionary United Front (RUF) rebels 
back into the jungle interior. This was the 
same bunch of insurgents who came back 
late 1998, after EO had left this tiny west 
African state and following the ousting of 
the British organization, Sandline 
International, by Westminster. Thus was 
Sandline prevented from stopping the awful 
carnage that followed. The following is the 
first in a two-part series. 

Arthur Walker is the only man ever to 
have twice won the South African Honoris 
Crux (HC) in gold . He earned his spurs in 
Angola while flying Alouette helicopter 
gunships. Most South Africans who were 
active in the military reckon this decoration 
for extreme valor in the face of the enemy to 
be the rough equivalent of the British 
Victoria Cross or, possibly, the American 
Medal of Honor. It might just be , for no 
other reason than South Africa, during 21 
tough years of border conflict, was aston­
ishingly reticent with its awards. Any HC 
- bronze, silver or gold - was regarded by 
those who were there as just recognition of 
high courage. Also, it says something that 
only four or five HC (Gold) were ever 
awarded and Walker took two of them. 

Walker won ' t say whether it was courage 
or luck , but he concedes that it was possibly 
a healthy dollop of the latter. It was no 
walkover. FAPLA, the Angolan army, he 
says, might have been no match for any first­
class Western army, but throughout, they 
were powerfully supported by a host of for­
eign forces including Cubans, Vietnamese, 
East Germans and Russians together with an 
array of their armor and ai r power. 

Eventually, with Moscow 's help , Luanda 
achieved air dominance of s01ts over the 
South African Air Force (SAAF). Near the 
final stages of this bloody conflict, South 
African Mirages were simply no match for 
the versatile MiG-23s, which the opposi tion 
hurled at them in numbers. Though no South 
African jets were shot down , they were 
forced to vacate Angolan airspace because 
they couldn 't inatch the Soviet air-to-air mis­
siles with which the MiGs were equipped. 

The air war then entered a tentative stage 
and peace followed not long afterwards. 
Throughout, SAAF and Puma helicopters 
managed to evade enemy air patrol, often 
by a whisker, but, as he says, it wasn't all 

Business end of the lone Mi-24 gunship that 
the Sierra Leone government bought from 
East European arms dealers to counter rebel 
advances. Its electronics were eventually sab· 
otaged by Russian technicians. That came 
after the Moscow boys lost the contract to a 
South African mere force to defend Freetown. 
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that difficult because Angola is such a vast 
country, "big enough to swallow armies." 
There are few people aware that this huge 
West African state is as big as France, 
Germany and Italy combined . 

In all , South Africa lost about 700 of its 
soldiers during the course of its border 
wars, including some of Walker's friends 
and wingmen. Curiously, those who sur­
vived are surprised he is still alive. Speak to 
him over a beer and one is left with the 
impression that this is a man who has rarely 
entertained the possibility of defeat. He has 
just never considered death to be an option . 
Yet, he estimates that in the Southern 
African sphere of operations (which briefly 
also included Rhodesia) he had been in 
more that 50 actions. Throughout, he never 
suffered more than a bruise even though he 
constantly came under fire. 

Lean and tough and not yet 40 when I 
last stayed at his Pretoria home, Walker had 
a clear and professed predilection for things 
that moved fast, cars and aircraft included. 
He also enjoyed good American bourbon , 
and lots of it, in the old days . 

Following the accession to power of 
President Nelson Mandela and his African 
National Congress (ANC) in the early '90s, 
Arthur Walker stayed in the SAAF only 
long enough to see Ronnie Kasrils, a card­
carrying communist and a protege of the 
Russians, take over as Deputy Minister of 
Defense in Pretoria. It was a serious loss for 
the SADF, but who cared? The ANC and its 
cadres were running the show and, anyway, 
Walker had opposed them from the start. 

The reason for his pulling out of the 
SAAF, as he told me, was simple. He had 
fought long and hard against those who 
allied themselves with the ANC in many 
Southern African wars. When the Pretoria­
based mercenary organization Executive 
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(above) Russian technical crews serv1c111g 
one of the Mi-17s on its return to base HQ at 
Aberdeen which lay on the eastern fringes of 
the capital. (left) South African sidegunner 
onboard Mi-17 prior to take off from Aberdeen 
military HQ. 10. (below) Sierra Leone's forbid­
ding jungle terrain as seen from one of the Mi-
17s. This was all but impossible country in 
which to launch an effective counter-offen­
sive. (bottom) One of the mere force's two Mi-
17 all-purpose gunships. When not providing 
top cover, they were hauling equipment, 
ammo and odds and sods like the author into 
the remote interior, where a different kind of 
war was being fought against the rebels. 

SS 



Outcomes began to recruit pilots with com­
bat experience, one of the first of the bush 
war veterans that it approached was Walker. 
There were also Carl Alberts, Charlie Tate, 
'Juba' Joubert, Lourens Bosch, Sonny 
Janecke, J.C. Linde and a few others, some 
of whom are no longer alive. All were invit­
ed to join EO. Most did because the money 
was good. In any event, in South Africa just 
then - with the transition from white rule 
to black taking effect - things were tough 
and there was work for them "up north .' 

For 11 months, during much of 1994, 
Arthur Walker together with a group of mer­
cenary soldiers and airmen hired by 
Executive Outcomes, fought for the dura­
tion of a bitter, extended Angolan campaign 
that eventually forced Jonas Savimbi, the 
UNITA rebel leader, to the negotiating table 
in Lusaka. Taking the Cafunfo diamond 
fields in the north-east of the country was 
only part of it. It was a classic counterinsur­
gency strike across primitive terrain where 
the attackers sometimes had to build their 
own bridges across the many streams that 

straddled this primeval land adjoining the 
Congo. From the start, they had to carve 
their own roads through the jungle and as 
they made them, Savimbi mined them. The 
contract to provide a besieged Sierra 
Leonian government - then exchanging 
blows with the RUF - with a similar guns­
for-hire force - followed soon thereafter. 

Fun, Profitable Combat 
Suddenly, Walker was again doing what 

he liked best - flying combat helicopters in 
primitive lands. He and Carl Alberts, another 
veteran of the Angolan conflict, crewed 
together. They converted from the Mi-17 
gunships they had been flying in Angola to 
the single Russian Mi-24 (Hind) combat heli­
copter that Freetown had bought on the inter­
national arms market. Their instructor was a 
much-decorated Russian who had completed 
several tours of duty in Afghanistan, the affa­
ble Colonel Nikolai Kagaku. 

"Nice chap," said Walker. "Tough and 
very professional ," he declared. 

The Mi-24 was already there when the 
South Africans arrived. Until then, it had 
been flown by a group of Russian freeboot­
ers who had been hired earlier. In the inter-

56 

im, they had achieved very little: Their idea 
of close-quarter top-cover for government 
forces under fire in the jungle below, was 
hovering somewhere between 2,000 and 
5,000 feet and letting go at random at tar­
gets that were mostly imagined. 

Usually the Hind was parked on an 
improvised heli-pad in the compound of the 
Sierra Leone Military Headquarters at 
Aberdeen on the eastern outskirts of 
Freetown. Or it could be seen on the apron 
at Lungi Airport across the bay from the 
capital. Like new, it had originally cost 
about $5 million and came with a fai rly lib­
eral supply of munitions and spares. The 

(below) One of several 
Nigerian air force Alpha 
jets used against the rebels 
in Sierra Leone. The author 
was arrested by the 
Nigerians after taking this 
picture. (right) This 
improved hilltop chopper 
pad was used my meres as 
an intermediate stopover 
during the campaign. 

American AH-64 Apache, by contrast, costs 
five or six times that and any accouterments 
are extra. Consequently, the Russian-built 
helicopter was a bargain. Or was it? Serious 
problems developed once the Belarussian 
technical staff (who arrived in west Africa 
as part of the deal) sabotaged the heli­
copter's electronics in a bid to grou nd the 
South African. Their own people had been 
put out of business once Freetown signed a 
contract with Executi ve Outcomes. 

From the start, recalls Walker, it was 
dangerous work. "We were called on almost 
immediately to give close-air support to our 
own forces who were often surrounded . We 
struck at the rebels where we found them. 
Trouble was , the enemy was just about 
everywhere: Some had taken up strong 
positions on a row of heavily foliated hills 
overlooking the city." At that point - in the 
euphoria that surrounded the arrival of the 
South African " liberators" - few were 
aware that the rebels were only two or three 
hours' march from Sierra Leone's long­
abandoned Parliament. 

Titanium Bath 
Says Walker: "There were moments when 

we were literally on top of them. Ground fire 
came up at us all the time: nothing big - a lot 
of RPG-7s, LMGs and AKs - but it was 
heavy and we were hit several times. If it was­
n't for the "titanium bath" in which complete­
ly surrounded the cockpit, I'm pretty certain 
we mightn 't be here to tell the tale. Anyway, 
because of the triple-canopied jungle ten-ain , 
retaliation from the air was difficult. They 
could see us but we were blind to anything in 
the jungle below where much of the fighting 
was taking place." 

Much of the activity that took place was 
centered on an area immediately to the east of 
Waterloo, one of Freetown 's outlying suburbs 

and not far from Aberdeen, which was also 
home to Sierra Leone's RSLMF military 
headquarters. The sun-ounding area was a rain 
forest so dense that it could easily have hidden 
a squadron of tanks had they had them. 

Drunkard Rebels 
"But they didn't, which was why we 

routed them in the end," said Walker. 
Basically, as he explained, they were fi ght­
ing groups of rebels clustered together, usu­
all y 50 or 60 of them in a succession of 
improvised platoons. They had the num­
bers, he said, but they were still fragmented 
and as the day wore on they started passing 
the gi n around. Then they almost totally 
lacked cohesion . "All this indicated inade­
quate training and obviously, very little in 
the way of effective command . Still, they 
had guns and they could fight," Walker said. 

"Rarely would the rebels split into 
smaller sections and that sometimes made 
things impossible for us in the air. Often we 
were ' talked ' down on to targets by our own 
people on the ground , who might have 
made contact or been ambushed. Then we'd 
be scrambled and, once over the contact 
area we'd perhaps follow a smoke flare 
down or follow radio instructions. 

"Obviously, a lot depended on our being 
able to relate clearly to our own guys who 
were defending or attacking on the ground 
and, when things went well, it wasn ' t long 
before it was almost like old times. We 'd 
fought together before and that was when 
the Angolan experience really counted." As 
Walker tells it , opposing enemy forces were 
sometimes less than l 00 meters away from 
their own lines. 

"Once , when some of S.imon 
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Witherspoon 's men were al most surrounded 
- they were caught in a small defile on a 
hillside and couldn ' t move - Walker and 
Alberts came to the rescue. Witherspoon 
had found that whichever side his people 
probed , they came under powerful fire . 
Also, they were outnumbered. After a cou­
ple of hours of attempted extrication, they 
were almost out of ammunition." 

Because both sides were almost within 
sight of each other, a traditional hot extrac­
tion - with an Mi-17 in the hover over the 
battlefield - would have been impossible. 
It would certainly have been shot down. 

A former member of South Africa's 
crack Reconnaissance Commando, 
Witherspoon came on the radio and spoke to 
Walker who was making broad circles over 
the battle area. 

"He had me visual but I couldn't see 
him. So he talked us down. It was a slow, 
deliberate process, until we were almost 
directly above him. 

"When he asked me if I could see a small 
crossroads at about ll o'clock, I replied that 
I could . 'Below me and to the left,' I 
answered . Witherspoon reported that he and 
his group - there were perhaps a dozen of 
them - was holed up in a clump of bushes 
on the other side of the road. Meantime, he 
said , the rebels were in deep overgrown 
foliage a couple of hundred metros to the 
north. It couldn 't have been clearer." 

Full-Auto Extermination 
Walker put his four-barreled 12.7mm 

gatlings in the undernose turret on to full­
auto and sprayed the target area. End of story. 

"That was the first big success of the war 
for us. Radio intercepts that night spoke 
about 30 kills . The men were chuffed!" 

Firing at the enemy - with their own 
forces directly below - wasn 't a simple 
matter. One of the problems which faced the 
gunship pilots from the beginning, was that 
an Mi-24 spat out a lot of brass, most of it 
12.7mm. And since the cyclic rate of its 
gatling was about 4,000 rounds a minute, 
that meant that a lot of casings rained down 
on the men below, especially while hovering 
directly above." In that heat the boys on the 
ground couldn ' t - and wouldn 't - wear 
helmets, not that there were any to be had in 
that godforsaken country," says Walker. 

"So, if these hot chunks of metal hit 
someone, injuries could be pretty serious; 
several ounces of metal dropping at speed 
from a hundred meters or so, can easily 
crack a man 's skull. Consequently our 
attack direction and profile had to be exact," 
he reckoned. 

It is significant that things changed 
markedly towards the end of 1998 when the 
next RUF invasion out of Liberia which took 
place a few years later. The consequences -
because there was nobody around to guard 
the fort - were truly horrific. 

This time, with Libya's Colonel Qadaffi 
picking up the tab, another group of South 
African freelance fighters had been hired by 
Monrovia's President Charles Taylor and 
made responsible fo r training. These free-

hooters commanded elements that attacked 
across the border. Neill Ellis - a fo rmer EO 
pilot and one of the few expatriates left in 
Sierra Leone at the time where he flew a 
lone Mi-17 gunship - says that their South 
African accents in radio intercepts were 
unmistakable. Also, the tactics they 
employed were straight out of old South 
African training manuals. In the subsequent 
onslaught, the rebels completely overran 
Freetown . They murdered and maimed tens 
of thou ands of innocents , in hundreds 
(some say thousands) of cases , cutting off 
childrens' hands and feet "just for the hell of 
it!" The world community is now trying to 
pick up the pieces . 

Alberts and Walker would sometimes toss 
a coin to decide who was going to drive the 
gatlings. To them it was a almost game. 
Walker is candid that he looked forward to 
action each day. In operations against the 
rebels - when they knew there would be 
contacts - both preferred manning weapon 
systems to sitting at the Mi-24's controls. 

"Looking down those sights was good ," 
said Walker. "The rebels had killed many 
innocents and just then we were the only 
ones who were able to retaliate and we did 
it wel l." He capped his comment with an 
evil smi le. 

Later that week Walker recorded deta ils 
of a strike that involved the Nigerian ai r 
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From left, in front of one of the Mi-17 gun­
ships, Carl Alberts, the local sidegunner and 
ground commander Colonel Hennie Blaauw. 
(left) Mere pilot Arthur Walker living under 
somewhat primitive conditions in West Africa. 

force jets. Andy Brown, then deputy com­
mander of Executive Outcomes in Sierra 
Leone, popped into the pilots ' Ready Room 
about noon one day and asked whether they 
could go up immediately. "They'd had an 
intercept that sacks of rice and other sup­
plies were being delivered to a rebel camp 
about 70 kilometers miles away; one group 
of gook resupplying another," said Walk~r. 
The Nigerians were also scrambled. 

Frag Bombs 
The Nigerians and the South Africans 

timed their RV. It was agreed that the Mi-24 
would 'talk' the fighters onto the target 
where they would do the necessary with 
their 250 kilo fragmentation bombs. Once 
these had been released , the gunship would 
try to pick off survivors . Intercept con­
firmed later that there had been six con­
firmed kills and some wounded, most of 
whom - in that heat - would also die. 

Walker: "The Alphas came in fairly 
high. Normally their attack profi le involved 
dropping their bombs from about 5,000 ft 
AGL; and given the sort of problems 
encountered - cloud cover, lack of visibil­
ity on the ground - it was all quite accu­
rately done," he explained. " Still , the 
bombs landed 150 yards from the sacks that 
we had spotted through the trees." 

It was clear that the South Africans were 
impressed with their Nigerian counterpait 
"jet jocks," as they referred to them.All were 
British trained. In bearing, speech, attention 
to detail and briefing sessions, Walker felt 
that if you closed your eyes, they could easi­
ly have been wearing RAF uniforms. 

It hadn 't been the first time that Alberts 
and Wal ker worked with Nigerian Air Force 
personnel. In an earlier attack in June, head­
quarters at Murray Field had pin-pointed a 
fa irly big rebel camp in the hills beyond 
Waterloo. A combined Mi-24 and Alpha 

Continued on page 74 
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The Education 
of a Campany Commander 
What They Don't Teach In Basic 

by Major Richard Culver, USMC (Ret.) 

The following are extracted from a ralher eventful combat tour in Vietnam during 
1967. l hadn. 't thought of many of these occurrences for a number of years, until Twas 
recently rereading Murphy 's Laws of Combat. Some of !he slories below are told tongue 
in cheek, some are deadly serious - but all of them are true. 

Lives For Real Estate 
It was the spring of 1967 and I used a 

camouflaged sweat rag to wipe my face. We 
were standing in the rnjddle of a village, 
now in wreckage from the constant carnage 
of war. It was the second time in as many 
weeks that we had been through the same 
village. The constant fighting for the same 
terrain on a weekly basis was beginning to 
wear thin. I called for the company XO, 
Lieutenant Mike Chervenak, to come up, 
and he was soon standing beside me. 

"Hey Mike, do you get the feeling we' ve 
been here before?" 

"Yeah, Skjpper, and before you came 
we'd been here several times before that!" 

"Is it just my imagination, or does this 

strike you as a bit stupid ? Using ' high-did­
dle-diddle' tactics to take a piece of terrain 
we' re gonna give back tomorrow strikes me 
as idiotic!" 

"You 've got that right, Skipper - we 
take the same piece of terrain almost on a 
weekly bas is only to walk off and leave it to 
the gooks !" 

I think that moment in time changed my 
tacti cal appreciation of die war to win the 
hearts and minds of the people. I vowed 
never again to deliberately trade lives for 
real estate. This wasn't Belleau Wood, nor 
was it Saipan or lwo Jima. We had become 
a "beat cop," essentially maki ng the streets 
safe from the Commies. While the VC and 
NVA were getting a bit edgy about showing 

themselves, they seemed to know exactly 
when and where we were going to be. I 
became a believer in leveling the objective 
with artillery and air before walking in to 
sweep up the results. 

Lesson: Use support ing arms to avoid 
need less loss of life. Getting bled to dead1 
by Ho Chi Minh 's fo llowers using obsoles­
cent tac tics bordered on insanity. 

High Angle Fire 
My introduction to the horrors of high 

angle fire was one that probably saved a 
number of lives by making me one cautious 
muvva! It was during Operation Hickory 
during the May/June time frame .in the 
DMZ. The idea was to land next to the Ben 
Hai River (the dividing line between North 
and South Vi etnam) and drive the NVA 
south into the wruting arms of the "Whi te 
M ice," South Vietnam 's National Poljce. 

At the time, I was the Commanding 
Offi cer of Headquarter and Service 
Company of the 2nd Battalion, 3rd 
Regiment, a job I cordially hated. I was con­
stantly working my bolt to be assigned as a 
rifle company commander. 

Can you spot future company commanders? 
As in the Corps of old, the modern USMC 
maintains its traditional standards. 
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I had supervised the initial sending of 
supplies ashore from the U.S.S. Princeton, 
and was chafing under my ignominious job. 
Once I had satisfied myself that all was well 
aboard ship, I bummed a ride on the next 
CH-46 heading for the beach. Instead of a 
fire swept landscape, I found a barren hill­
top with the Battalion an tenna erected and a 
frustrated battalion staff that had just 
watched most of the NVA swimming the 
river back to North Vietnam. The Battalion 
was busy digging in. 

I reported to the Battalion Commander, 
Lieutenant Colonel "Pappy Delong," who 
understood my desire for a rifle company, 
and chuckled when he saw that I had wan­
gled my way to the field. "Moose" Beard, 
the XO, was not as amused. The Moose had 
told me to stay aboard ship and make sure 
nothing was being sent ashore in a nonex­
peditious manner. Moose wasn't really as 
upset that I wasn't aboard ship as he was 
that I was taking advantage of Pappy's good 
nature! Pappy, understanding soul that he 
was, gave me a half-hour to look around 
while Moose fumed. 

A fl ight of CH-46s set down in the LZ, 
disgorging the expected White Mice. They 
had, of course, timed their arrival until the 
LZ had been reported cold. Their sudden 
arrival, however, was to change all that, as 
our 01-E Artillery spotter ai rcraft was 
running low on fuel and had to return to 
Dong Ha. Choppers on the LZ were an 
absolutely irresistible target for the NVA 
gunners, who had been chafing under the 
threat of counter-battery fire directed by 
our spotter. A CH-34 landed in the zone a 
moment or two fo llowing the CH-46s. I 
wandered over to ta lk to the CH-34 crew 
chief to see if he would drop me off on the 
Princeton. The noise of the chopper effec­
tively blocked out any meaningful conver­
sation, but the crew chief's eyes were sud­
den ly the size of saucers! He pointed aft to 
the area behind the CH-34, waved and 
"by-by." The chopper whirl ed away and I 
looked rearward to see what was upsetting 
the crew chief: A large cloud of dirty black 
smoke - incoming fire! 

The major complication was that the 
NVA had some large bore artillery positions 
just across the river, and were simply wait­
ing for the spotter plane to leave. Although 
we were sitting on the hill like ducks in a 
shooting gallery, our saving grace was that 
several platoons were conducting patrols 
that mercifully left a number of empty holes 
open to the fastest men. 

I dashed for the nearest hole, identified by 
a poncho erected with several branches to act 
as a sunshade. The hole was shallow and 
about 4 feet long, offering minimal cover 
from shrapnel. Executing a slide that would 
have done justice to Ty Cobb, going in 
"spikes up," I arrived simultaneously with 
another gent. With our legs intertwined, 
what could I do but introduce myself. 

"My name's Culver." 
Afternoon . I'm Doc Jones." 
Miracle of miracles! A Navy hospi tal 

corpsman. 

Maj. Dick Culver. " ... to take a piece of terrain 
we're gonna give back tomorrow strikes me as 
idiotic!" 

Lesson: All high angle fire is evil , both 
enemy and friendly. I have found many uses 
for friendl y high angle fire , but all of the 
darned stuff has "To whom it may concern" 
written on it. Friendly artillery is only 
slightly less evi l than the enemy stuff -
and both wi ll ki ll you! 

Don't Bunch-Up! 
The corpsmen were rapidly triaging our 

wounded, getting them lined up for the 
medevac choppers to fl y them to the 
Princeton, but the casualties began to bunch 
up, apparently figuri ng that lightening never 
strikes twice in the same place. This began 
to wo1Ty me so I went to the head of the line 
and gave them the standard lecture that one 
round would get them all . I told them to put 
7 yards interval between them and assume a 
prone position. They looked at me with a 
dazed look like 1 must have lost my mind ! 
These guys were acti ng crazy, apparently 
somewhat shell shocked from the bombard­
ment! I began taking them indi vidually by 
the arm and stepping off 7 extremely long 

_g paces between 1nen, using language that I 
~ had first learned at 1ny Drill Instructor's 
~ knee! The men seen1ed lethargic, but fi.na1Jy 
t:: 

§ did as they were ordered. 
Lesson: Don't always depend on senior 

NCOs to have their stuff wired together 
after taki ng 200 rounds of incoming 122s. 
Not everyone is John Wayne. 

Duin' The Foxtrot 
The Moose motioned me over. "Well , 

Cu lver, looks like you are gonna get your 
wish - the Foxtrot Company Commander 
got blown off the hill and has been mede­
vaced. You go in for Foxtrot! Just go with 
the Gunny here, he 's from Foxtrot and 
he'll take you up to check out the company 
pos iti ons! 

Lesson: Be carefu l what you wish for. 

Assumption Of Command 
It was getting dark when I arrived at the 

Foxtrot position where the Company Gunny 
gave me a tour of the lines. Finally, the 
Gu nn y deposited me at the former 
Company Commander's hole and to ld me it 
was all mine. 

Spreading out my poncho in my inherit­
ed fighting hole, I took off my gear in 
expectation of getting a couple hours of 
sleep, but due to the suffocating heat, I 
chanced the option to sack out outside. The 
brush bordering the perimeter seemed a bit 
too close to my hole for my tastes, but 
everything appeared quiet. I hadn ' t been 
laying there for more than JO minutes when 
I heard a Swoosh, Swoosh, BAM, BAM. A 
couple of large explosions rocked the night 
- and worse yet, the concussion came from 
the hole I had just climbed out of. 

I carefu ll y investigated what was left of 
my hole and found that some dink had 
thrown two Chi-Com stick grenades in to 
welcome me to the area! Luck was with me 
that night however, as both grenades blew 
apart on the seams of the cast metal bodies 
and simply made a loud noise. Dawn 
revealed that my predecessor had dug his 
hole withi n 15 feet of the jungle underbrush 
- the jungle underbrush which was Foxtrot 

Marine riflemen move a pair of Viet Cong suspects to an interrogation team. Note Marine with 
camera shooting the incident. 
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willing to abide by them when threatened. 
The Ayatollah was intent on taking Iran 
back to 10th Century Islam! I'd have 
bombed 'em back to the Stone Age and 
would have obliged the followers of the 
Ayatollah by leaving the city in rubble! 
Other cu ltures understand power but do not 
respond to diplomacy, which they consider 
weakness. I would never leave any doubt in 
the minds of those who would screw with 
the United States. Needless to say, I have 
never been contacted for duty with the 
Department of State! 

Three VC amigos rendered ineffective by Nam Marines. 

Lesson: Fight your own battles accord­
ing to the scenario dealt to you by the situa­
tion. The lives of your own folks are more 
important than the lives of the enemy. You 
are the individual on the ground and you 
were charged with keeping your Marines 
alive. You owe nothing to the State 
Department, only to your men, your 
Country and the Constitution of the United 
States! Let the diplomats of the world 
pound sand ! Company's forward perimeter. 

Lesson: Never assume that your prede­
cessor knew what he was doing when he 
laid in the company positions! 

Lesson: Always pick the location of your 
own fighting hole! 

Lesson: Always take command of a rifle 
company during daylight! 

Rules or Engagement 
The "rules of engagement" had been 

explained to us upon arrival in country: 
"Thou shalt not fire upon any hostile forces 
until they fire on you - first!" This seemed 
a bit asinine when first mentioned, but upon 
being introduced into the intricacies of the 
reality of the conduct of war, it became 
apparent that this was some sort of game 
played by our State Department and the 
Communists of North Vietnam. Specific 
instances of restraint could then be paraded 
before the United Nations . However, it was 
played, it amounted to gambling with the 
lives of the Marines (and soldiers, of course) 
attempting to free the citizens of South 
Vietnam from the rule of the Communists. 

. Little did we know that the war was actual ly 
a game designed to enrich certain friends of 
the Chief Executive of the United States 
(The Brown & Root Construction Company 
and several chopper manufacturing outfits) 
and to advance the careers of high- ranking 
military officers who were able to bite their 
tongues and follow the direction of their 
masters. Only those willing to lick the boots 
of McNamara and Johnson were allowed to 
play! Ambassadors were changed like socks 
in order to obtain one that would bend to the 
will of the president. All of these machina­
tions, of course, were detriments to the 
troops in the field . 

I had early on decided that I wasn't 
about to let some ridiculous "Don't fire 
unless fired upon" rule lessen my or my 
troops' chances of making it home in one 
piece. As it turned out, others before me had 
made the same decision. One particularly 
onerous order prevented the calling in of 
artillery or air support on a vi llage complex 
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that was not delivering heavy automatic 
weapons fire on your position (the defini­
tion of heavy automatic weapons fire was 
open to interpretation). 

The standard modus operandi for a 
thinking company commander depended 
upon his ingenuity. My personal method 
can be deduced from the fo llowing (some­
what simplified) radio transmission fo llow­
ing a burst of fire from a vi llage we were 
assigned to take. Several rounds had been 
fired into our position to get our attention, 
but I rather imagine that it would not have 
come under the definition of "heavy auto­
matic weapons fire''. 

"Arty, this is Hotel Six, over." 
"Hotel Six, send your traffic, over." 
"Fire Mission, one round HE, coordi-

nates 12345678 (bogus coordinates of 
course) over." 

"Hotel Six, our map shows a village at 
those coordinates, are you taking heavy 
automatic weapons fire? Over." 

Pointing at one of my M60 gunners who 
was standing by and a rifleman who had a 
functioning Ml6 (unusual) , I snapped my 
fingers. Substantial bursts emanated from 
both weapons. 

"Arty, did you hear that? If you want 
more, I'll put the gooks on the hook, over!" 

"Roger, Hotel , I heard the fire! On the 
way, wait!" 

The Arti llery and Air folks knew what 
was going on and were simply looking for 
an excuse to support the infantry with air 
strikes and arti llery fire. 

Fast Forward To Iran 
If I'd been in charge of the Marine 

Security Guards in Tehran in 1979, I'd have 
personally shot the guards who didn't blast 
the camel jockeys attempting to storm the 
embassy. Allowing the State Department to 
call the shots once the ball has opened is 
crazy! My Marines and U.S. Citizens come 
before political decisions. I wou ld also have 
had Tehran leveled to about ankle-high rub­
ble. The Marines and State Department 
employees know the risks, and should be 

River Crossing Under Fire 
We were operating independently, doing 

a sweep of an area known to be rife with 
constantly marauding VC, not totally unlike 
the Indians in the American West. Now, 
river crossings are always a challenge when 
you are forced to execute the maneuver 
without the benefit of boats. A prudent com­
mander always had a 120-foot rappelling 
line with each platoon along with a fair 
length of parachute cord. We were so 
equipped, and we had our marauding 
Indians. Our stream was about 15 feet deep 
and about 60 yards across, but we had it 
handled. The only challenge was a way to 
get our crew-served weapons to the other 
side of the river without taking them out of 
action or getting them soaked. Obviously 
some "poncho rafts" were called for. We set 
up half of our mortars to cover the other 
bank and covered our crossing point with 
M60 Machine Guns. After appointing a vol­
unteer to swim the river with the light­
weight length of parachute cord, he handily 
swam to the other side. We had attached one 
end of the parachute cord to a length of rap­
pelling line. Once our stalwart volunteer 
was on the other side, he pulled the rap­
pelling line to his side of the river and 
secured it to a tree. Tying the other end to a 
tree on our side completed the rope bridge. 
Brush rafts were constructed with native 
underbrush and ponchos and tested for their 
abi lity to support a load. 

Half of our mortars and machine guns 
were loaded aboard the rafts and pulled to 
the other side while the guns and mortars on 
our side of the river supplied cover for our 
crossing troops. There was only one fly in 
the ointment, a VC rifleman who had posi­
tioned himself on a high bluff across the 
river and well above our landing spot. 
Mercifully, he couldn ' t shoot worth a damn 
but we, of course, returned fire with mor­
tars, machine guns and rifles but he was 

Continued on page 73 
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Don't Blame America For 'The Killing Fields" 
Cambodia's Forgotten Anniversary 

A
mid all the recent Vietnam remem­
brances, the 25th anniversary of 
Cambodia's fall to the Khmer Rouge 
passed almost unnoticed. Perhaps 

there 's a reason. 
On April 13 , 1975 , five days before the 

Khmer Rouge takeover of Phnom Penh, 
New York Times Cambodia correspondent 
Sydney Schanberg wrote that for the "ordi­
nary people of Indochina . . . it is difficult to 
imagine how their li ves could be anything 
but better with the Americans gone." 

Only a few days later, with communist 
troops emptying the city at gun­
point and Mr. Schanberg in temp.o­
rary refuge at the French Embassy, 
he began experiencing some 
doubts. Still, it would take many 
years full of undeniable 
accounts of mass executions, star­
vation and disease - before Mr. 
Schanberg and his fellow antiwar 
journalists, academics and lobby­
ists would admit that a holocaust 
had taken place in Cambodia 
When they finally did, their prima­
ry concern was to find a suitable 
explanation - one that fit their 
own antiwar sentiments - as to 
why this horror occurred. 

Two Questions 
There were really two distinct 

questions about the Khmer Rouge: 
First, why did they come to 
power? Second, why did they 
behave with such extreme cruelty? 

On the first question, the expla­
nation that came to be taken as gospel truth 
was made popular by British journalist 
William Shawcross in his 1979 book, 
Sideshow: Nixon , Kissinger and the 
Destruction of Cambodia. Mr. Shawcross 
attributed the Khmer Rouge victory to U.S . 
bombing campaigns. The Khmer Rouge 
were insignificant, he claimed, until the 
U.S . upset the delicate and peaceful equilib­
rium of Cambodia to pursue questionable 
military objectives in South Vietnam. 

This view held that the U S. "secret 
bombing" of 1969 first destabilized the neu­
tralist government of Prince Norodom 
Sihanouk. More widespread bombing, espe­
cially during 1973, then supposedly 
destroyed the Cambodian social structure . 
As a result, the Khmer Rouge were able to 
recruit more followers. 

There are several problems with this 
explanation. First, it was nof U.S. bombing 
that caused the overthrow of Prince Sihanouk 

by Stephen J. Morris 

Editor's note: Originally published in 
THE WALL STREET JOURNAL, 

3 May 2000. Reprinted with permission. 

and brought the Vietnam War to Cambodia . It 
was the Vietnamese who , with Prince 
Sihanouk's agreement, occupied Cambodia 
and violated its neutrality in the early 1960s. 

Ultimately, the unpopularity of the occu­
pying Vietnamese with all levels of 
Cambodian society contributed to the sue-

cessful, bloodless coup of March 1970 
against Prince Sihanouk. Even before that 
coup, Prince Sihanouk realized the prob­
lems his pro-Hanoi policy had caused , 
which is why he told Lyndon Johnson 's 
emissary, Chester Bowles , that he wouldn't 
denounce U.S . bombing of North 
Vietnamese positions in Cambodia, so long 
as Cambodians weren ' t ki lled. 

Second, while the possible effects of 
U.S. bombing on Khmer Rouge recruitment 
have never been quantified , they would 
have to be measured against the tremendous 
losses of manpower the Khmer Rouge suf­
fered by accurate American strikes. Such a 
study has never been done and probably 
never could be done. 

Third , after the legal government of 
Cambodia , led by Lon Nol, ordered the 
Vietnamese out in March 1970, Hanoi 
turned its hardened troops against the inex­
perienced Cambodian army - a month 
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before the U.S. sent in its own troops. It was 
Hanoi's forces that crushed Cambodia's 
main units during 1970-71 and then placed 
in power in the Cambodian countryside the 
cadres and soldiers of what would become 
Pol Pot's regime. 

After the North Vietnamese withdrew 
most of their superior combat troops in 
1972, the Khmer Rouge victory was never 
certain, as even Mr. Shawcross concedes . 
But the end of U.S. air support on Aug. 15 , 
1973, and the cutback of all U.S . aid (forced 
by an antiwar Congress) in 1974-75 gave 

the Khmer Rouge a huge advan­
tage. The group also continued to 
receive military supplies from 
China via North Vietnam. 

This leads us to the question of 
why the Khmer Rouge behaved so 
brutally after they came to power. 
Again , the popular explanations 
assume both the moral purity of 
the antiwar movement and the 
iniquity of U.S. policy. The most 
popular theory is that it was U.S. 
bombing that drove the Khmer 
Rouge out of their minds. The ini­
tiator of this theory was Richard 
Dudman of the St. Louis Post 
Dispatch, although it has many 
adherents. It was given wider cur­
rency by the film "The Killing 
Fields," in which the Schanberg 
character utters this explanation. 

Yet this theory is inconsistent 
with the facts. The Vietnamese and 
Laotian communists were bombed 
with equal intensity and for much 

longer than the Khmer Rouge, yet their bru­
tality was much less. 

Moreover, the killing that took place in 
the Khmer Rouge " liberated zones" before 
1975, and in the entire country after 1975 , 
was systematic and clearly part of a pro­
gram of social transformation that was 
planned ahead . 

The Khmer Rouge was a communist 
movement whose leaders deeply admired the 
tyrannies of China's Mao Tse-Tung and 
North Korea 's Kim II Sung. The Khmer 
Rouge leaders wanted to create the purest 
form of communist revolution the world had 
ever seen. They had no patience with the 
long-term task of " reforming" intellectuals; it 
was much simpler to eliminate them. 

What underlay the Khmer Rouge's exces­
sive ideological ambition was a need to 
prove themselves more "advanced" than the 

Continued on page 72 
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have continued to seek custody, although his status would have been 
that of a mere sperm donor. In many jurisdictions, his claim for cus­
tody would not be automatically granted. In any case, the govern­
ment of Cuba has been quite open about the fact that the govern­
ment, not Juan Miguel, would have custody. 

Thus, there was no good legal reason to take the boy, and many 

Podhurst, stated that an agreement was close. 
The .Justice Department said that the Miami family kept "mov­

ing the goal posts." Podhurst, however, said that it was the Justice 
Department which kept moving the goal post. In any case, the 
Justice Department bad consistently insisted that tl1e Miami family 
agree that at the end of the appellate process, that they would sur­

render custody of Elian, and agree not to seek 
custody. Even if they were to win in court, 
Reno wanted them to agree to give up what 
they were fighting for. 

good legal reasons not to take him. Sti ll , the 
Clinton Administration decided to take action. 
Were its actions legal? According to two of 
America's foremost constitutional legal schol­
ars, Alan Dershowitz and Laurence Tribe, the 
answer is no. The Justice Department waited 
until all of the Judges had gone home for the 
night, and then sought a search warrant from 
the magistrate on duty. In the affidavit for the 
search warrant the agents swore that Elian was 
an illegal alien (he was not - his claim of asy­
lum was pending) and that he was being con­
cealed at Lazaro's home - a curious form of 
concealment, since be the entire world saw 
him, daily, playing in the yard. 

Shortly after the raid, Justice official Eric 
Holder claimed that they didn ' t need a warrant. 
Then they explained that they bad the search 
wan-ant. However, as legal scholars point out, 
a warrant to search is not a wanant to anest. 

Dalrymple hands Elian over to female federal 
officer at bedroom door, who hustled boy out 
of camera view, to a waiting van. If not the 
rule of law, at least the rule of law-enforcers 
and law-usurpers had been upheld. 

In other words, the Miami family was co­
operating and negotiating in good faith. There 
was no urgent need to transfer Elian to Juan 
Miguel , or to remove him from the Miami 
family. There was no legal authority to take 
action which required entry into the home - a 
"search wrurnnt" does not peffillt the agents of 
government to take individuals into custody. 
Therefore, no level of force, even tl1e most 
minimal , was warranted. The level of force 
used, however, was not minimal. 

Clinton bad promised Florida Senator 
Bob Graham that there would be no middle­
of-the-night raid. There was no reason for 
any raid, yet they went in with full military 

And a warrant to an-est must be based upon some crime. 
The only order which would have justified the raid would have 

been an order transferring custody to Juan Miguel, an order which 
the Justice Department was denied two days earlier by the Eleventh 
Circuit. Thus, there was no legal reason to take the boy, and there 
was no legal authority to do so. 

What about the level of force - was that excessive? This is a 
question on two levels. First, there is the question as to whether any 
force, at all, was necessary. Second, there is the question of whether, 
assuming that some force were needed, the level of force employed 
was excessive. 

There is serious doubt tlrnt it was necessary to use any level of 
fo rce. There were negotiations going on and the negotiator, Aaron 

T he extraordinary, extralegal steps taken by the Clinton admin­
istration in this chi ld custody case have evoked a great deal of 
commentary among legal scholars, and the Fourth Estate. 

Below are some selected quotes: 
In an op-ed piece in the New York Times, Harvard professor of 

constitutional law Lawrence H. Tribe asked: . .. Where did the 
Attorney General derive the legal authority to invade that Miami 
home in order to seize the child? 

The fact is, even on the assumption (which I share) that under 
applicable legal and moral principles Elian should ultimately be 
reunited with his father, the government's actions apperu· to have 
violated a basic principle of our society, a principle whose preser­
vation lies at the very core of ordered liberty under the rule of law. 

Under the Constitution, it is axiomatic that the executive branch 
has no unilateral authority to enter people's homes forcibly to 
remove innocent individuals without taking the time to seek a war­
rant or other order from a judge or magistrate .. . 

Either way, Ms. Reno 's decision to take the law as well as the 
child into her own hands seems worse than a political blunder. Even 
if well intended, her decision strikes at the herut of constitutional 
government and shakes the safeguards of li berty. 

In a letter to the editor of the New York Times, Ronald E. Bogle, 
of Raleigh, N.C., wrote: As a former state court judge, I am truly 

gear, smash ing tl1e front door, cursing the 
adul ts and threatening to shoot them, and terrorizing the little boy. 
Such invasions, unfortunately, have become common. Usually 
they take place without cameras to record the event. Fortunately, 
photographer Alan Diaz was present to record this "dynamic 
entry." One may readily agree that the use of military force 
reduces the risk of violent resistance. However, one may ask, how 
great, under most circumstances, is the risk of such violent res is­
tance, and what is the price society must pay for the acceptance of 
the technique of "dynamic entry?" During the ' 50s, the period of 
the movement which liberals call "McCarthyism," it was widely 
believed that Communists were plotting a violent overthrow of the 
United States government. 

Whatever one may tl1ink of the investigation of domestic 

Commentary 
ashamed of the actions of the government [from the NYT front page 
story of 24 April]. If you have ever wondered about the terror expe­
rienced by those living in a police state, the seizure of Elian 
Gonzales should strike fear in the heart of every American. 

Recognizing the difficulty of the issue, the court's intent to 
resolve it made forc ible removal unnecessary and unwarranted. 

If it was truly the rule of law that motivated the Justice 
Department in its relentless quest to return Elian to hi s father, it 
would seem that it should have welcomed the opportunity to vindi­
cate its si ngle-mindedness in the courts. 

In a letter to the editor of the Washington Times, former execu­
tive editor of the New York Times, A.M. Rosenthal, succinctly noted: 
Every U.S. official and lawyer of the administration involved in the 
Elian Gonzales case, from the president on down, is guilty of with­
holding evidence. Not one of them said in any statement, document 
or appearance before the public that if Elian. '.s father did n.ot 
demand that his son be returned to Cuba he would face 14 years in 
bestial prisons if he ever set foot in Cuba again. That would be a 
separation from Elian hideously longer than if the boy remained in 
America andfather and son given unlimited visiting rights by U.S. 
authorities and Mr. Castro. 

Unlike Attorney General Janet Reno, I cannot tell what road the 
father would have taken had he had been free, not just on free soil 
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{' ... ~UiJlsts, Wh~~ gents . of. tft~ Fe<Jeriµ Bur~~ p.fJnvestigation C()yerups. nus is whereiiJ:ias lei:! !JS· We h.~:v.~.a. goyernment that 
.... ····.· ..... ~tedi(. .·. · they · · spit~rand weretlnfailingly polite. does as it ple,~ses, arbitr.ari}y ;and (,lapriciously;;;withoutreference to 

Contrast this 1l in · gear kicking in the door - any law or 'W~ concept ofl1,1Stice,. · ..• 
Donate Dalryinple says that they did not knock - and screaming The Roman Republic was founded in 507 B.C., with the over-

' '!<~and ~ts · the iijhabitants of the house. throw of the monarchy of Tarquinius. Tarquinius had usurped the 
.·<·•· ·.. If l:l:l,e gove . ... t:tuly.1,l~lieyed that there w~ any danger for throne from ~e rightful king, imd. his reign was marked by corrup-

. · itw · . y jp:~.sPoll§ib\eJ0 go forw~~ with the plan, tic)~· . cruelty, 'Wd despotic rufo,)Vhile. the ~tablishment of the 
. , .• . .. · .•.... · •· Id ~g~f,.tl}e .boy; Frnm this iq011e, one. ~ght Republic Cl;)f!"flBted manY of the lilbuses ofthe!lionarchy,many abus.-

. .. ~ncludetbat not, :Iii fact(believe that this force was nee-·· es and injusti:ges continued. The chief source of injustice, and of the 
• Msacy. Why, the it.used? .·• .·.· ·.. .··.· grievances of the common pe<>ple, or "Plebiani;," was the fact that 

Some spec·•.··.. itwai;to intimii:iate the rest of us. In any case, the law was the ti:aditionhl law of the ruling class, the "Patricians,'' 
iiwa,s.,dgµewit\l. 9isr11g1U"l,fofthe safety ofthe little boy. it was a~nistered qy Patricians, and it was not written. 

, s~~t by mie ()~>~he OJ:i:~~tors of specihl f\?.cordinglr~ J>lebians were judge<J ~ccording tp. a law which tl}ey 
i\T) ~~~· S,ihee it was•fibt sen·t'~? 11;1~· I . cJid not um;ler.~~~ and whose appfication,to;•imy given set of facts, 

·• . . . nof~e .... · ......... ··· .... .· . He sai~ ·~t ht\V~uld have had liis ·ipen in could not be pre,dicted. · 
· $Uits (rvitli bo<iy;J1rlnor µndemeath) with pistols (concehled, not In response to the perception that an un1cnown law was neces-

. depl9yed for llSe}'Wd would have politely knocked QD the door. His sarily unjust, the Roman Tribune, Gaius Terentilius Harsa, proposed 
c<>mment on th~ USl(;C>f the b;tll!lclavas was that imypne who has to a reform which would require the law to be codified and reduced to 
hide 1:1isface whefi he goes to get a child probabl ws that what writing. The motion fajJed., but 11 years later a committee of 10 was 
he is <foingis W!:9~g. appointed . as Teit~tiJius pr()posed. This committee, called the 

LeJ in:,e revie'W.~Z~riefly, where this stands. Juan Miguel claims "Decemv· . . n<if;~2J!1Plete·the task within the two years they 
to.·J:)e Eli!\:n'H~tlie~ hlthough there has· beenrno Dl'fA, testing - try were give secbtiil Decemvirate was appointed to complete the 
to go1l,~ct child ~µp~ort for~ sing!emo.ther withoutaDNA test. yY.e ~$k. The ... . .. d Decemvirate, when they had fmished their work, 
Wtve only the word of an officialin the Communist government of wrote· the'legal code on 12 columns which were erected in the 
··~·· .. · · ·tb~ fo~.of a birth, certWcate issued aft~r the rescue of fofUm. From\vhat we can learn of the Twelve Tables, they were pri-

. • JJ;Uti · ..... law r$~pjred the .. e-iw.sferofBlian to I~@~iguel0~.yen. mllrily concerned with leghl procedure. With the erection of the 
1f Jlejs the fatl}~l,ii,,'J'here W'~S ll;P•Q-Oilrt ord.er fqt ansfe~. and\·• 1\Velve ·Table~; a Roman could know in advance the law he was 
·t.WP·· <laYS before tije raid a Federhl Circ~t Co .· .... ···.· sed to'issue . expected to live by, and the procedure by which he would be judged 

· .~J!ch.:311 order. In~yiduhls who ~ad ,bee11i!aslced".by the government if he were accused under the law. 
to negotiate beli~y~d that a resolµtiori was nellf. EXperts in SWAT Ironically, the second Decemvirate, assigned to give the Roman 
tactic~ $ay .that the force used was excessive an4 d'Wgerous. In the people fixed laws under which they could expect just government, 

· · end, we must con(,llude that this was .i:lone merely.pecause Clinton attempted to usurp the powers of the state and make their offices 
.·· wanted it done .. · permanent, leading to a second revolution, this time to overthrow 

For seven yeats we have watched them. They took FBI files on the decemvirate, rather than the monarchy. 
Reagan and Bus~appointees; and got away with it. They attempted The lesson of history is that a people should remain intolerant of 
to frame BillyDale,from theM71:1i~House travel office, not because any abuse of power. If a demagogue learns that he can get away with 

:; they ht(ljeved that lie had do11e anytlii,.g~ wrong, but by trying to an abuse of power, he will commit further abuses. And sometimes, 
•• ; framehffii theY:.t}l9ughtwe '1Vould nothotice when they put their as we learn from the second Decemvirate, they will seek to protect 

own people in ;.J:iis••place; We have listened to.· endless lies and their despotism by calling it "the rule of law." ~ 

- or what forms of hell Juan Gonzales' mother and other relatives 
would have been put through in Cuba. Miss Reno said she could tell, 
by looking into his eyes, that he spoke the truth. She could save us 
big money in trial costs if she flew about looking into eyes, instead 
of going through that boring due-process nonsense ... 

... As for those Americans and others who use the boy to display 
their unlimited compassion for Fidel, who never use his own word 
"communist" to describe his regime but select one more delicate -
such as "socialist" - and who ask how do we know our society is 
really better for children than Fidel's dictatorship, let me tell these 
people in all courtesy: You make me sick to my stomach. 

In an op-ed piece in the Colorado Daily, former Libertarian can­
didate for the Senate David Seghl observed: When Clinton '.I' jack 
booted thugs broke into the house of Lazaro Gonzales in Miami and 
kidnapped his grand-nephew, Elian, most people were so caught up 
in the inherent drama of the situation that they failed to notice that 
the executive branch of the federal government effectively staged a 
coup d'etat, setting aside due process, judicial authority and the 
Constitution itself ... 

... April 22, 2000, marks the day that America'.\' system of 
"checks and balances" finally collapsed: the day the executive 
branch finally asserted its supreme authority and made it stick; the 
day the American republic became a republic in name only. 

And columnist Vin Suprynowiq; editorialized: And so the 
Clinton administration, which began its term using tanks to knock 
down the walls an staircases of a plywood church in Texas ... has 

decided to go out in similar style, staging a violent and unnecessary 
pre-dawn raid by a massed force of bounding overweight paramili­
tary goons armed with German submachine guns, in order to "show 
who'.\' boss" in the matter of a 6-year-old Cuban refagee. 

This is the administration which wants to take all defensive arms 
away from us law-abiding peasants, mind you, since "guns never 
solve anything." Yet when faced with even a momentary frustration 
in the courts (no, Elian '.I' Florida relatives had not violated any 
court order to turn over the kid. In fact, it was Attorney General 
Janet Reno who went to court a few days before her daredevil raid, 
seeking a custody order, and was specifically turned down), the 
Clinton '.I' revert to the old ways - MP-5 machine guns in the dawn. 
Unless Lon Horiuchi is available, of course. 

Ms. Reno then went on TY, telling us what a wonderful thing TV is 
that we can all see the kid was never in danger - the gunman '.I' finger 
was indexed along the receiver, not actually in the trigger guard. 

Hey, good one. Actually, we couldn't see what happened inside 
the house on TY, Ms. Reno, because your goons slammed the pool 
cameraman, NBC'.\' Tony Zumbado, in the forehead with their gun 
butts and stomped him so badly he had to be hospitalized ... 

Ms. Reno said her agents had to use force because the Cuban­
Americans outside the house resisted the raid, "throwing ropes" 
around her agents. This bizarre statement led to a correction from 
the Justice Department a few hours later - no ropes, it turns out, 
the agents merely kept tripping over Mr. Zumbado'.1' trailing video 
cables after they beat him to the ground ... 



Ciener Glock .22 Long Rifle 
Conversion Kit 

The .22 rimfire, specificall y the .22 Long Rifle cartridge, is 
not a fighting cartridge by any stretch of the imagination, but 
the importance of this round can not be overemphasized 

even for military and law-enforcement personnel. The predecessor 
of the .22 Long Rifle cartridge was the .22 Short introduced by 
Smith & Wesson in 1856 when they offered a small tip-up revolver 
chambered for thi s, the first self-conta ined cartridge. The startling 
thing about all this firearms lore is the fact Smith & Wesson made 
their reputation selling these small revolvers in .22 Short caliber to 
com batants serv ing the North fo r use as weapons of personal self-

defense during the American Civi l War. 
No one with even the minimum knowledge of terminal ballistics 

would recommend any .22 rimfire handgun for self-defense, but 
does that mean pistols chambered fo r thi s uni versally produced 
round are mean ingless and without value? Of course not. 

For training new shooters with little or no firearms experience 
nothing beats the low report, mild recoiling, inex pensive .22 Long 
Rifle cartridge and this is exactly where Jonathan Arthur Ciener has 
stepped in with his high quality .22 Long Rifle conversion kits 
(Dept. SOF, Jonathan Arthur Ciener, Inc., 8700 Commerce Street, 

donathan Arthur Clener is 11"<!>W prOducing 
a .22 Long Rifle conversion kit of the 
most successful and most popular series 
of pistols from the past two decades -
the Glock. Shown here is tl"I~ conversion 
ltif mountea on a Glo~k .23. 
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(right) The Ciener Glock conversion kit was 
not meant to be a match-grade conversion in 
terms of accuracy but seen is the group the 
author shot at a distance of 20 yards with all 
1 O rolinds in the magazine. Also shown here 
is the hard plastic box containing each kit as 
well as the recommended Remington High 
Velocity, solid-nose, .22 Long Rifle ammuni­
tion. (inset) The Glock sub-caliber conver­
sion kit from Ciener consists of a slide, a 
barrel chambered in .22 Long Rifle caliber, a 
recoil spring and guiderod assembly and 
one 1 O round magazine. The units designed 
for the Model 19 and Model 23 Glock pistols 
work equally well on either gun as it is 
shown here mounted on a Glock 23. 

Cape Canaveral, FL 32920; phone: 407-868-2200). 
Ciener 's first .22 Long Rifle conversion kits were for the Ruger 

Mini-1 4 and AR-15/M- J 6 series of rifles. Next, he focused on hand­
guns and built conversion units for the 191 J se1ies of pistols. These 
were fo llowed by the conversion kits he released for the Beretta Model 
92 & 96 pistols and for the similar pistols from Taurus, but none of 
these kits wilJ have the impact of his most recent introduction. 

Jonathan Arthur Ciener is now producing a .22 Long Rifle con­
version kit for the most successfu l and most popular series of pis­
tols from the past two decades - the Glock. 

The Glock sub-caliber convers ion kit consists of a slide, a bar­
rel chambered in .22 Long Rifl e caliber, a recoil spring and 
guiderod assembly and one 10-round magazine in a fitted hard 
plastic case. The Ciener .22 caliber conversion for the Glock pi s­
tol is a blow-back operated, sub-caliber conversion device that 
permits semi-automatic firing of .22 Long Rifle ammun ition in 
specified models of Glock pi sto ls. For our test ing, we received a 
conversion kit for the Glock Model 19 or Model 23 pi stols as the 
same unit serves both pistols. Just to check we installed thi s con­
vers ion unit on both a Glock 19 and later a Glock 23 and discov­
ered it worked well on either pistol. 

Ciener recommends premium grade .22 Long Rifle high-veloci­
ty, round-nose amm unition be used in thi s conversion unit. He test 
fires each unit at the factory with Remington High Velocity solid 
nose am munition and recommends the same ammo for use with the 
Glock kits. This is understandable when you consider the dynamics 
at play in hi s conver ion kit because of the striker fired Glock mech­
anism. Essentially in designing thi s conversion Ciener had to find a 
balance point between the spring pressure of the recoil & guide rod 
assembly versus the striker spring as each spring was pushing 
against the other in this unlocked blowback operated action. 

To complicate the issue is the fact the .22 Long Rifle round is 
probably manufactured by more companies in more countries than 
any other round of ammunition in the world. And the differences 
between these manufactured rounds, some great, some small but 
still significant, in primer brisance and case dimensions are mind 
boggling at best, so we tested the unit with the recommended 
Remington High Velocity solid nose ammunition. 

The sights mimic those found on a standard Glock in shape and 
profile but there is no white outline or front sight dot. The rear blade 
has a square-cut notch and a substantial blade. The front sight is the 
same tJ.iangular pyramid shape found on the factory Glock pistols. 
Unfortunately, there is no adjustment in terms of windage or eleva­
tion as both the front and rear sights are milled as part of the slide. If 
adjustment in point of impact is necessary, then Kentucky windage 

(and elevation hold-over or under) becomes the order of the day. 
In personal conversations with Ciener, he has never claimed 

match-grade accuracy for these units, but we found if we focused on 
the job at hand, paying attention to sights and trigger squeeze, we 
could keep five rounds inside an inch at 50 feet. 

The major components of this conversion kit are manufactured 
from high-quality, high-strength aluminum alloys. The 10-round 
magazine is easi ly disassembled for cleaning and cleaning of the 
entire unit is recommended to guarantee consistent performance. 

The magazine on the test unit was not a "fall-free," but rather a 
snug-fitting design. For the purposes of training new shooters or 
recreational plinking this is not a matter of great concern. If any­
thing, having to pull the magazine from the grip should prevent the 
ingestion of sand, dirt and other debris when it isn 't accidentally 
dropped on the range. There is no last round "hold-open" provision 
on the Ciener conversion kit, but again for the basic mission state­
ment of teaching a new shooter firearms safety and marksmanship 
thi s is a non-essential requirement. 

However, the basic manual of arms remains the same with the 
Ciener Glock conversion unit and installation is easy. Simply 
remove the centerfire magazine and slide assembly from the frame 
and re-insta ll the subcaliber conversion slide. Load 10 rounds in the 
magazine, insert, pull the slide back and chamber. You are now good 
to go. The gun functioned reliably in our testing with only an occa­
siona l misfire. 

The beauty of this system can be seen at a couple of levels. First: 
A rimfire Glock is now available when Glock doesn' t even build a 
.22 Long Rifle model. Secondly, Ciener has two kits available; one 
fo r the Model 19 and Model 23 Glocks pistols and the second for 
the Glock J 7 and Glock 22 pistols. The ability of these kits to fit 
both 9mm and .40 caliber guns makes them even more attractive, 
but the main advantage remains the ability to practice, if only infor­
mally, with low-cost, low-recoil ing, low-report ammunition with 
your Glock self-defense pistol. 

Everyone who owns a gun should have at least one gun cham­
bered for a rim.fi re cartridge. Now, every Glock owner need only 
own one gun to have both a centerfire and rim.fire pi stol. This gives 
deeper meaning to the old phrase, "Beware of the Man Who Owns 
Only One Gun." - Frank W James 

AUGUST 2000 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE - www.sofmag.com 67 



McCann Puffin Magnum 
]t 

hardly begs mention that advances in 
materials technology have been the 
enabling factor in the advance of indus­

try. Creativity and artisansl1ip always seemed 
to run ahead of avai lable materials technolo­
gy, so were ready to adopt advances in mate­
rials as they appeared on the scene, without 
missing a beat. This adaptive use of new 
materials in the creation of new designs has 
especially facilitated advances in the fie lds of 
modern small arms and modern cutlery. 

Now, having made the requisite bow to progress, this writer will 
risk exposure as the staff dinosaur with the adm ission we have 
always favored guns and knives - and other tools - appropriately 
designed and ski llfull y made of magnificent wood and beautifully 
wrought high-carbon steel. 

And, the weirdness does not end there, as to these eyes and 
hands, a really good and beautiful knife/gun/tool takes on a height­
ened esthetic after years of use. A lot of the junk made today might 
also get more lovely with the passing of time, but, alas, we wi ll 
never know because it seldom endures past the first job or season. 

If you share these anachronistic affl ictions, do we have good 
news for you: There is at least one maker who retains the esthetic of 
carbon steel wed to beautiful wood, and sti ll avai ls the very leadi ng 
edge of materials and manufacturing technology for the most 
demanding field applications. 

One of the people we met at the SHOTshow this year was a 
Northwest renaissance man named Richard McCann. Renaissance 
dude in that Richard builds rifles, pistols, stoves, knives, scope 
mounts, .338 Garand conversions, custom aftermarket parts, and fo r 
all we know bakes wedding cakes at night - all with an eye for the 
esthetic and function in design, and passion fo r precision in the 
building, that is not only rare these days, it is as refreshing as an 
August wind off Puget Sound. 

In the editorial works, we have a review of their .308 MAS 49-
56 rifle conversion (watch for it! ), but the item at hand this issue is 
their Puffin Magnum, which they modestly describe as "a very 
robust general purpose field knife." Modest, but accurate: "very 
robust" in that its thick, full-tang blade wouldn't break if you used 
it to change truck tires or pry stones from the Temple of Doom, and 
"general-purpose" in that it will do whatever you conceivably 
would want a hard-use a belt knife to do. 

Those who have never made a knife might not appreciate how 
many details there are to getting it ri ght, and the Puffin Magnum is 
awash with details McCann didn ' t merely get "right" but got better 
than we have ever seen. In a device as schematically "simple" as a 
knife, the slightest nuance of form will invariably effect function , 
and there 's not a detail on the Puffin Magnum this user wou ld 
change by a whisker. A whisker, incidentally, is 30 times thicker 
than the one ten-thousandths. of an inch dimensional standard to 
which McCann fo rms these knives on CNC machinery. 

Take, for example, the way McCann attaches the grip scales: I 
like full-tang construction fo r its strength, but this means you have 
to securely attach the grips to the tang. Most makers use rivets or 
adhesives. Some use ri vets and adhesives. Others expend the extra 
effort and tap the tang and use flathead screws through the scales -
but if the threads ever strip you can look to the joy of buggering a 
series of drills and taps as you ream the hole in the heat-treated tang 
and thread it the next size up. 

In keeping with hi s take-no-prisoners philosophy of making it as 
good as it can get, McCann used inletted, socket-head cap screws to 
hold the scales, which mate to replaceable threaded bushings in the 
tang. This gives the user the option of removing the scales fo r rou­
tine cleaning (as in : gut a bear in the morning, slice tomatoes for 
salad in the eveni ng, you' d best get it squeaky clean in between), or 

if you ever get careless and strip a thread you can replace the bush­
ing and be good to go without refitting the thread and mess ing up 
the grip scales fo r the next-up screw. A small detail, but one of the 
features that will endear this knife to you over the lifetime of use 
you can expect to get from it. 

As to form, I think the operative technical term here is just right. 
This 16-ounce knife is of ample (I 2.75 " overall , 6.5 " blade) pro­
portions and slightly point-heavy. This gives it the heft and hang to 
be a good chopper whether for stakes and poles, beheading small 
game, or working through the large joints on an elk. In si lhouette, 
one first notices that the slightly recurved bl ade has a pronounced 
belly and hangs just about knuckle-thick below the grips . This will 
be appreciated when dressing or butchering game such as bear or 
bovines which can carry di seases com mon to man, as it keeps the 
back of the fingers above the cutting edge when maneuvering past 
shattered and sharp bones, etc. 

The dropped point has a precise false edge, which could readily be 
brought to sharp if your work patterns require it. The recurved shape 
of the blade gives a good deal of belly to the front part of the blade, 
resu lting in a wide radius that is just right for skinning large game or 
slicing everything from tomatoes to thin breakfast steaks. There is an 
extension of the tang drilled for a lanyard: This is a very good idea for 
those who work over or under water, jump, or otherwise are wont to 
drop tools - this is one knife whose loss you would truly grieve. 

Richard warned me the blade came sharp, as he had sharpened 
it on a CNC machine. [Yeah, right, I thought, sharpening a knife on 
a mill .. . ] The blade was truly sharp, and, under a 'scope you can 
see it was indeed milled to a nothing edge. The reason he does this 
is not merely because he can, but because it enables him to give the 
very edge a precise hollow-ground shape. Regards the steel in the 
blade, it is good, it is strong and properly heat treated, and there is 
plenty of it. Since the knife is designed to be a good chopper, I 
abused the edge on some hard, dry wood (Russ ian olive), and there 
was no deformation (indicating softness) nor chipping (indicating 
over harden ing). It wou ld still sli ce tomatoes. 

Since the blade is made of a high-carbon steel, fo r ease in c lean­
ing, rust protection and stealth in a tactical application, it comes 
with a truly tough polymer finish. The Puffin Magnum comes in a 
very well des igned and built Kydex sheath, fea turing an excellent 
and adj ustab le belt attachment that suits them all from a thin leather 
belt to a web duty belt. 

The overall esthetic is excellent, even better in the hand than in 
a photo. Grip scales are available in precisely sculpted linen micar­
ta or exotic woods. Wood and steel? We opted for wood, and the 
comfortable, oi l-fini shed scales were as precise as anything I've 
ever seen made from wood. All scales have the same contour, and it 
is excellent, with a comfortable palm swell just where you want it 
for a secure grip. 

The McCann Puffin Magnum is indeed a "very robust general­
purpose field knife. " It is a tool of the first order, or in the hands of 
one suffic iently trained or sufficiently desperate, a weapon that will 
not let you down. 

Contact McCann Industries , Dept. SOF, 132 South I 62nd, 
Spanaway, WA 98387; phone: 253-537-6919; fax: 253-537-6993. 

- Don Mcl ean ~ 
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Two's Campany, Three's A Crowd 
Have Third Party Candidates Hurt Tue Cause? 

Pat Buchanan is a friend of mine, and I agree 
with many of his views. However, a third party 
has often harmed the very issues for which 
the supporters were moved to vote for that 
party in the first place. 

I
n the upcoming presidential election, as 
has often happened in the past, many of 
you will be tempted to vote for a third 
party. I understand. Pat Buchanan is a 
friend of mine, and I agree with many of 

his views. However, a third pruty has often 
harmed the very issues fo r which the suppo1t­
ers were moved to vote for the third party in 
the first place. Let me give some examples. 

Following the end of the Civil War, the 
nation enjoyed a prolonged period of rapid 
economic expansion, fue led by industrial 
progress, improved transportation, and the 
influx of immigrants from Europe. This peri­
od, however, was also marked by frequent 
financia l panics caused by the inflexible sup­
ply of money. We were on the gold standard 
and the money supply could not keep up with 
the expansion. This led to severe deflation. 
For bo1Towers, deflation creates serious hard­
ship. In 1876 the nation was recovering from 
one such economic depression. Both the 
Republican, Rutherford B. Hayes, and the 
Democrat, Srunuel Tilden, favored "sound 
money" (i.e. gold). This led to the formation 
of the Greenback Party which favored a mild 
inflation which would relieve poor fru·mers. 
The Greenbacks received less thru1 l % of the 
vote, but they were votes which, for the most 
prut, would have gone to Ti.Iden. As a result, 
Tilden got a majority of the popular vote, but 
lost in the electoral college by 185 to 184. 
Some scholars believe that the votes of the 
Greenback Party would have given the edge 
to Tilden. As it was, the South was so enraged 
at the manner in which the election was con­
ducted that it voted Democrat for nearly JOO 
years thereafter (the "Solid South"). 

In 1880, James A. Garfield defeated for-

by _JUNIUS 

Ross Perot addresses the Reform Party 
National Convention in 1999. Regardless of 
the temptation to vote for a third party, that 
voter never succeeds. Instead, a vote for a 
third party can make things worse for decades 
to come. 

mer National Rifle Association president, 
Winfie ld Scott Hancock. However, the 
Greenback Pruty, most of whose votes would 
have gone to Hancock, took away enough 
votes from Hancock to elect Gru·field. 

In 1908 Theodore Roosevelt, following 
the precedent set by Washington, declined 
to run for a third term, although he would, 
almost surely, have been re-elected. Instead, 
he nominated hi s hand-picked successor, 
William Howard Taft. Shortly after Taft 
took office, however, one of Roosevelt's 
last acts was rescinded by Interior Secretary 
Richard Ballinger. The Chief U.S. Forester, 
Gifford Pinchot, di sputed the wisdom of 
Ballinger ' s act, and Roosevelt took 
Pinchot's side . Thi s incident led to a widen­
ing breach between Roosevelt and Taft. 
When Roosevelt was denied the nomination 
of the Republican Party in 19 12, he fo rmed 
the Progressive Party. As with all third party 
campaigns, Roosevelt lost. However, his 
campaign gave the election to the priggish 
former professor, Woodrow Wi lson, the 
worst president in American hi story. Among 
other injuries which he inflicted upon the 
Republic was the continuing eros ion of 
American sovereignty to an unelected inter­
national body which is not restrained by our 
Constitution. He also gave us the concept of 
the " li ving Constitution," which permits 
judges to interpret the Constitution as they 
please, rather than as it was written by the 
fo un ders. While he was Pres ident the 
income tax and the Federal Reserve Bank 
came into existence. 
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Minnesota Governor Jesse Ventura, now of the 
Reform Party, flirted with a presidential run. 
There was never more potential for things to 
get worse than right now. If Al Gore wins, what 
do you think he will do to gun owners? How 
will the federal government act toward critics? 

In 1917 he presided over our entry into 
the First World War, although this was bit­
terly opposed by fe llow Democrat William 
Jennings Bryan. When America entered the 
War the Imperial German government real­
ized that it had to win the war in the West 
before American troops cou ld make the dif­
ference. Therefore, they smuggled Lenin 
into Russia in order to stage his coup (the 
"October Revolution"). Although Lenin 
made peace with the Germans, it was too 
late, the Imperial German forces were 
defeated, and the Hohenzoellern Dynasty 
was overthrown. The bitterness of the defeat 
led to the accession of the National Socialist 
Government of Adolph Hitler in 1933, and 
to the Second World War. 

I hope that I have made my point. 
Regardless of the temptation to vote for a 
third party, the th ird party voter never 
succeeds. Instead, a vote fo r a third party 
can make things worse for decades to 
come. And there was never more potential 
fo r things to get worse than right now. If 
Al Gore wins, what do you think he will 
do to gun owners? How will the federa l 
government act toward critics? Elsewhere 
in thi s issue I discuss the invasion of the 
home of Lazaro GonzaJes in M iami , to 
seize little E lian Gonzales. If the Gore­
Clinton team will do thi s to a little boy, 
what are they prepared to do to us and our 
Constitution? 

Please, no matter how tempting it may 
seem, don ' t vote for a third party this year. 
Register, persuade your friends to register, 
volun teer in the campaign , and save 
America by voting fo r George W. Bush. ~ 
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KA-BAR was there 
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Continued from page 24 

it, I was unable to fire more than a single 
shot at a time through my specimen. 
Fortunately, through the efforts almost 
exclusively of my close friend, Kent A. 
Lamont, the country 's most prominent Class 
3 dealer, procedures were devised to suc­
cessfully fire the Marlin U.S. Navy Mark V 
Model 1917 caliber .30-06 machine gun. 
With the faint hope that there might be other 
Marlin Mark V machine guns out there, sit­
ting dormant, and to record this information 
for posterity, the fo llowing are the loading 
procedures and techniques required to get 
this odd duck quacking. 

I) Cycle the gun several times. Make 
sure all of the cocking handle screws are 
tight. They loosen frequently on the Marlin­
Rockwell aircraft guns as well. 

2) With the bolt forward, place a loaded 
belt into the gun from the left side. While 
pulling on the belt with very little force, pull 
the cocking handle to the rear and snap it 
forward. This places one round into the first 
cog of the feed wheel. 

3) Retract the cocking handle fully rear­
ward and hang it in the rearward position. 
Then tap the cocking handle and let it fly 
forward - not under control. 

4) Look into the action from the right side. 
The cartridge extractor (that is the one that 
pulls a round from the belt) should be hooked 
into the ca1tridge case's extractor groove. 

5) Important: Cock the gun all the way to 
the rear and once again hang it in that posi­
tion. Make sure that a cartridge is all the 
way rearward on top of the "carrier dog:· If 
it's not, push it back manually with a pencil 
or small drift. Otherwise, in total certainty 
as it moves forward the projectile will 
become deformed and will not chamber. 

6) Tap the cocking handle and let it fly 
freely forward. Once again, inspect the 
action from the right side and make certain 
the bolt is locked (i.e., tilted down at the 
rear) and also make certain the cartridge 
extractor is once more in the extractor 
groove of the next round. 

The gun should now be ready to fire. There 
is an illustration in the government report of 
the Mark V machine gun on a naval pedestal 
mount of some type. The integral bronze belt 
guide on the standard Potato Digger ground 
mount slightly interferes with the belt port on 
the left side of the Mark V's receiver and it's 
quite apparent it was never intended to be 
fired off this tripod. As a consequence, make 
sure the "A" gunner feeds the belt straight 
inward. In addition, the cloth belts now avail­
able seem to be a bit too wide and allowing 
them to feed in any position other than 
straight inward will inevitably result in a jam. 

Well, there you have it. Everything you 
never really wanted to know about the 
Marlin-Rockwell U.S. Navy Mark V Model 
1917 machine gun and weren ' t about to ask 
me or anyone else. Just be grateful you 
never had to field this fiasco in combat. ~ 
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Your Enemies lire Real 
Continued from page 47 

rity by taking two strangers to Mourad's 
house. When Mourad found out Roger 
would be dead, and we probably be ren­
dered blind and mute as a warning. 

Things weren't looking good. We drove 
over to the SLA's command center, passing a 
convoy of armored Mercedes Benz sedans 
packed with Israeli soldiers on their way 
north. Each of the three cars sported boxes of 
fruit on their roofs to hide an antenna array 
used as electronic counter measures to set off 
roadside bombs planted by Hezbollah. 

Everyone in southern Lebanon took the 
roadside bomb threat with deadly serious­
ness. IDF engineers had recently put up a 3-
foot-tall concrete barrier stretching the 
entire length of Marjayoun's main street 
because of a spate of HezbolJah kamikaze 
drivers who, upon spotting SLA or IDF 
convoys, would swerve their cars into the 
oncoming lane and then detonate their 
deadly cargo. 

Raymond Abu Mourad greeted us in the 
corner office he occupied on the second 
floor of a nondescript building in the center 
of the SLA-JDF command center in 
Marjayoun. 

Mourad became the SLA's second-in­
command last year when the then-second in 
command under the SLA's senior comman­
der Antuan Lahed was kiLled in a roadside 
bomb attack. 

We asked Mourad if we could visit some 
SLA checkpoints or speak with some SLA 
soldiers about the upcoming IDF withdrawal. 

"That would be impossible," Mourad 
answered, still smiling. "It' s not allowed . 
However, you know that I can ' t stop you 
from doing what you want. But your dri­
ver and Roger have to Eve here, and if you 
did something wrong they would be 
responsible." 

We knew a threat when we heard one, 
but decided to keep our mouth's shut and 
press on further with our questions. 

We then asked Mourad what he thought 
the future held for the SLA. 

"I don't know," Mourad said. "Peace is 
good. We want peace. I don't think that I 
will have any problems with Hezbollah 
after the Israelis leave." 

We knew that Mourad was lying 
through his teeth, and that Hezbollah had a 
price on his head. The last Israeli soldier 
would barely have his foot over the border 
before Hezbollah wou ld have wiped 
Mourad off the face of the planet. 

Mourad and the SLA's future looked 
bleak. 

The last word SOF had on the SLA was 
that the Israeli government had denied the 
command staff's blanket request for asy­
lum. May might indeed be a long, hot, 
bloody month in the Middle East. 

Mark Milstein 's war zone articles have 
appeared in SOF for nearly a decade. ~ 
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Killing fields 
Continued from page 61 

Vietnamese. Vietnam had humiliated 
Cambodia with its territorial aggression over 
two centuries, and in the revolutionary strug­
gles against the Cambodian governments and 
the U.S ., the Vietnamese communist leaders 
had acted toward the Cambodian commu­
nists like wiser "elder brothers ." The tradi­
tional resentments most Cambodians fe lt 
towards the Vietnamese had been transmuted 
by Marxist-Leninist political culture into the 
Khmer Rouge's quest for ideological purity. 
The Cambodian leaders were aided not by 
ordinary peasants radicalized by U.S. bomb­
ing, but by ethnic minorities from the north­
eastern hills and back-country types from the 
remote southwest who resented the better-off 
lowland Cambodians and urban dwellers. 

All this leads to a cone! us ion that the 
Khmer Rouge movement was an extreme 
form of communism, defined by its leader­
ship in reaction to their perverted cu ltural 
ambitions. The crimes of the Khmer Rouge 
were primarily the responsibility of the 
Khmer Rou ge. The principal foreign 
accomplices of the Khmer Rouge in these 
crimes didn 't include the Nixon administra­
tion, which tried to prevent the revolution­
aries from gaining power. Among the for­
eign nations who were accomplices, prima­
ry responsibility lies with the governments 
of China and Vietnam. 

Secondary Culpability 
But we must not forget that a communist 

victory in Cambodia, as much as in Laos 
and Vietnam , had always been the wish of 
the leaders of the American antiwar move­
ment. In congressional hearings that took 
place in February and March , 1975 on sup­
plemental assistance to the Cambodian gov­
ernment, lobbyist Tom Hayden (now a 
California state senator) and Cornell profes­
sor George Kahin spoke optimistically of 
Cambodia 's future after the war and 
approved of the educational credentials of 
the Cambodian communist leaders. 

So perhaps one could find a place in the 
realm of secondary cu lpability for those 
Western journalists who failed to report on 
Khmer Rouge atrocities even when the evi­
dence was abundant. And perhaps also for 
those antiwar lobbyists and congressmen 
who opposed American aid to the 
Cambodian government before 1975 . 
Certainly we can attribute some culpability 
to those Western academics who, after 
1975 , denied that the Khmer Rouge holo­
caust was taki ng place . It was, after all , 
these warriors in the political and cultu ral 
domain who made effective Western resis­
tance to the Khmer Rouge impossible. 

Mr. Morris is a fellow at the Paul H. 
Nitze School of Advanced International 
Studies of Johns Hopkins University and 
author of Why Vietnam Invaded Cambodia 
(Stanford University Press , 1999). ~ 
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Campany Commander 
Continued from page 60 

untouchable behind the crest of the bluff. 
Once our mortars and machine guns 

were safely across, we set up a similar cov­
ering fire on the opposite bank for the tail­
end fo lks from the company bringing up 
the rear on our crossing. In the best John 
Wayne-fashion, I volunteered to be the last 
man across. With all hands safely on the 
other side, I ceremoniously untied the rap­
pelling Line on my side of the river and 
started to wade in . I had my helmet in my 
right hand - and the incompetent sniper 
got his first and only hit of the afternoon as 
he ricocheted a round off the helmet in my 
right hand! 

Lesson: Never volunteer to be the las t 
guy across the river if the guy taking pot 
shots is learning as he goes. 

Wiping Egg From One's Face 
Once we were safely across the river and 

making our way down a road on top of a 
rice paddy dike, we had begun to breath a 
sigh of relief. Apparently our tormentor had 
given up and stopped firing at us. But then 
a blast of machine-gun fire from the bluff 
to ld me our sniper had brought in reinforce­
ments. The entire company hit the deck 
behind the protection of the paddy dike. 
Now the s.o.b. was playing my game. I 
yelled for my radio operator to give me the 
handset so I could bring in a gunship on this 
pesky clown. Fire continued to sweep 
across my position and I was curs ing the 
gent who had designed the Jungle Utility 
Jacket for making the buttons too thick. I 
called for the radio again. Suddenly a voice 
from above said : 

"Here ya go, Skipper, who do you 
wanna' call?" 

Above me? A glance upward revealed 
that the entire company was in the process 
of climbing out from behind the dike and 
dusting themselves off! Looking around I 
saw the situation a bit more clearly! While 
the first burst came from the bad guys from 
the bluff - the subsequent bursts had been 
from my own M60s returning fire causing 
the enemy gunner to flee. I crawled out of 
my position behind the dike and got to my 
feet with a bright red face. I covered my 
embarrassment with a statement to the 
effect that I was gonna compliment our gun­
ners for getting the M60s in action so fast. 
The troops all kept straight faces, and there 
wasn't even one snicker! I could have 
kissed 'em. 

Lesson: Get your head up far enough to 
evaluate the situation and have a good cover 
story. The alternative is to have an excellent 
Rifle Company that doesn't laugh at the CO 
when he does dumb things! 

Major Dick Culver is the founder and 
fi rst instructor of the USMC Sniper 
Instructor School, in Quantico, Va. His web 
site is http://www.jouster.com . ~ 
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Freetown free-lancers 
Continued from page 57 

strike was planned for early the next day; 
the chopper boys would provide coordi­
nates with their Global Positioning Satellite 
system and the jets would come in, as usual, 
from 5 ,000 feet. 

Then, recounted Walker, followed one of 
the remarkable events of the war. It involved 
Nigerian pilots who had been trained by the 
British, flying German aircraft that had been 
armed with French munitions, coupled with 
an operation that involved South Africans 
flying Russian helicopters providing the 
Forward Air Control (FAC). Their targets 
were groups of Sierra Leone rebels that had 
originally come from Liberia. 

On the morning of the proposed strike, the 
cloud ceiling was down to about 400 feet. 
According to Walker it was the usual thick, 
impenetrable tropical mess that tended to 
ground most flights for d1e day. The Nigerians 
wanted to cancel. Walker and Alberts flew to 
Lungi to talk to them at their base. 

The South Africans suggested that they 
launch anyway. They would go ahead in the 
Mi-24 and pin-point the target area for the 
jets. Throughout, they suggested, they 
would remain visual just below cloud cover. 

"Hare-Brained" Scheme 
The objective was to talk the Alphas in 

at tree-top level and, at the right moment, 
give the signal to let go with the heavy stuff. 
The Nigerians were incredulous. They 
thought the scheme hare-brained and said 
so. Anyway, their leader declared, they had 
never done anything like this before. And 
tree-top flying? No way! 

There was another problem. The 
Nigerian squadron leader said the cluster 
bombs they were armed with were expen­
sive. They had only about six or eight left 
and weren't keen to waste them. It was just 
not on, he declared firmly and it should 
have been end of discussion. 

"You won't be wasting them," Walker 
argued. "Trust us. We'll get you down the 
throat of the rebels. Just aim straight for and 
below us and we'll coordinate the whole 
thing ," he suggested. Anyway, Walker 
added, he had done it many times before in 
Angola and it always worked. Finally, with 
reluctance, the Nigerians agreed. The Mi-24 
set out. Using their GPS, Walker and 
Alberts headed straight for the camp. They 
took up the required position and called in 
the Alphas, giving them a two-minute IP 
point for reference. 

The Nigerians, following up close and 
heading towards the target at tree-top height 
at 450 knots then did the unthinkable. "It 
was something quite unique and it's good 
that they went through with it because they 
didn ' t really have to," Walker recalls. 

"They had their own peculiar flight lan­
guage; terribly British! I could hear them 

clearly after I had told them to standby to 
drop: 'Pickle .. . pickle . . . pickle ... NOW!' 
And they dropped their loads!" 

The Alphas were spot on. The French 
cluster bombs they used were state-of-the­
art. The blasts cleared the jungle of its 
foliage and completely exposed what had 
been an enemy camp over an area roughly 
the size of several football fields. 

"Trouble is, we only found out later, 
the enemy had fled. They had been tipped 
off from Freetown - which was a prob­
lem that we had to live with for the dura­
tion of the war. The gooks had left the area 
long before we got there, but we didn ' t 
know that until afterwards: Because of the 
foliage, we couldn't see that the place was 
deserted. They left behind a tiny squad 
armed with RPGs and they gave us a cou­
ple of sticks before the cluster bombs 
killed them." 

Mission having been accomplished , 
the South Africans radioed the Nigerians 
to circle the target area for an up-close of 
their handiwork. The jets made a wide 
arc. Later, during the debrief, they admit­
ted that the tactic really did have value 
and was worth incorporating into future 
battle plans. Then they promptly did it 
again a couple of weeks later. 

Al Venter is a senior SOF correspon­
dent. See the sequel to this story in the 
September issue, coming soon to a news­
stand near you . ~ 
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Better Luck Next Time 

T 
he 25th anniversary of the fall 
of South Vietnam was like a 
slow-moving, thousand-mile­
long funeral procession. The. 

media relentlessly barraged us with 
worn memories. The tube, magazines 
and newspapers picked at the scars of 
the war until they got down to the blood­
less bone. 

Rarely was anything substantial 
covered. 

The tempo picked up after the Cuban 
kid, perhaps the last tragic captive of the 
Cold War, was returned to his Commie 
dad and as we drew closer to the anniver­
sary of the day the Soviet tanks manned 
by North Viets wheezed and rattled their 
way into Saigon. 

For the past couple of weeks the 
war's been dissected, resected and 
intersected. 

Czechoslovakia, had the record for more 
combat grunt time than any other U.S. 
foot-slogging outfit in World War II. 
Total line days: about 350. The average 
Viet grunt clocked 365 line days, unless 
he went out early by litter or bodybag. 

In their dads' war, there were tidy 
fronts, reserve time, breathing space 
between invasions and the old "Two up 
and one back" tactic. In Vietnam, there 
was no reserve time, no fronts, no rest 
time, just the endless pounding over 
some of the worst terrain our infantry has 
ever slogged through. And every unit was 
fully committed - there was no "Two up 
and one back." The generals had to have 
their high body counts and their follow­
on promotions. 

Once again the guilty were nailed to 
the cross and the flawed strategies 
rehashed. The Black Wall was shot from 
every TV angle, along with the mourn­
ers gathered there - the amateurs with 
their cameras and the Old Guard profes­
sionals dressed in their standard, now­
very-tired camouflage gear and berib­
boned hats. 

Strangely, in all this dark delibera­
tion, precious little has been said about 
the grunts who fou ght in Vietnam. You 
remember them, the kids who were sent 

Col. David Hackworth (Ret.) also writes a 
syndicated weekly column titled "Defending 
America." "Hack" doesn 't pull any punches 
and many liberal rags won't carry his writ­
ing. If your local paper falls in.to that cate­
gory, call the editor and let him know you'd 
like to see "Defending America" on the Op­
Ed page. It 's syndicated by King Features, 
235 E. 45th St., New York, NY 10017. 

True, the Germans and Japanese were 
worthy foes. But the Viet infantry was as 
hard core as the Japanese and as profes­
sional at war as the Germans. And the 
Viets knew how to strike from the shad­
ows. They were everywhere and 
nowhere, not easy to I.D. The old man 
who cut the troops' hair was really a 
Viet Cong colonel. The pretty girl on the 
side of the road selling Cokes spied for 
the Viet Cong - and also set out mines 
at night. 

The mines and booby traps were ever­
present. They were wall-to-wall, ranging 
from a Coke can wrapped with barbwire 

there to be cannon fodder, so badly trained and with hardly a 
clue about the purpose of the conflict. You know, the 18- and 
19-year-olds who toted the Black Stick, the Ml6 rifle, the 
worst infantry weapon ever placed in an American soldier's 
hands. A favorite, of course, of the racketeers in Washington 
who I'm sure bought Colt Industries low and sold high oh-so 
patriotically. 

The average Viet vet's age today is 52. Many still carry a hang­
over from "The Vietnam Experience." When they got home, their 
dads from the "Greatest Generation" - who'd won The Big War 
- called them slackers who didn ' t fight hard enough. "Or," the 
vets of Anzio and Saipan said, "They would have won." 

Since most other folks gave our boys the same short shrift, 
they never were really allowed to talk about - to process -
what happened to them. 

For the grunts, Vietnam was one of America's toughest 
infantry fights. In their fathers' war, few groundpounders 
clocked up the frontline combat days like the Vietnam vets. The 
U.S. Army's 3d Infantry Division, which fought from Africa to 

and filled with C-4, to a dud 500-pound 
U.S. bomb rigged with a tripwire. Thirty percent of U.S . casual­
ties came from these evil devices. Every time a grunt put down a 
foot, he didn ' t know if he'd have a leg or a life when his boot hit 
the dirt. Try doing that for 365 days and see what it does to your 
head. 

For sure, there will be another of these funeral dirges in 
another five years to mark the 30th anniversary of a war we had 
no business fighting. Maybe then the press will honor the unsung 
heroes of Vietnam and finally welcome them home. 

An act that might allow these brave vets to heal at last. 

http://www.hackworth.com is the address of 
David Hackworth's home page. 

Copyright 2000 David H. Hackworth 
Distributed by King Features Syndicate, Inc. 

Hackworth 's new book, a novel, 
The Price of Honor, is now available. ~ 
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