
























































How To Win Every Fight And Never Feel Fear... I Guarantee To Show You...

How To Expose ‘The Biggest Lie Of Fighting’
Plus! How To Eradicate
The Paralyzing Emotion Of Fear Forever!

Reap The Benefits Of Scientific Research In Just Hours, Not Years And Be UNDEFEATABLE In Every

Aspect Of Life!

Sounds Too Good To Be True? Call 800-897-5492 And Get Your FREE Report Now! You Have Nothing To Lose...Except Your Fear!!!
Warning: You must be 18 years or older to receive this Special Report

Dear Friend,

Did you know it is possible right now to pos-
sess MORE real fighting knowledge than the most
‘Grandmasters’ in any martial art? In fact knowing
these closely guarded secrets instantly allows you to
defeat any opponent... regardless of your size or
strength. More importantly did you also know these
secrets completely eliminate any feelings of FEAR?
Yeah right, you say? Who could possibly have the
balls to make that bold, seemingly outrageous state-
ment? Well, I'm about to introduce you to a man
who’s made his livelihood for the last twenty years
proving that the biggest lie out there is that it takes
years to become a deadly fighter.

In Mere Hours My Men Were
Destroying ‘Gurus’ With 20 Years In The
Martial Arts

I’m a former Navy SEAL (the US Navy’s Elite
Commandos) and in 1987 we were introduced to
one Jerry Lee Peterson. This guy came to us from
some, let’s just say, ‘highly credible’ sources within
our government. At the time the SEAL’s were
searching to standardize the way they taught hand-
to-hand fighting to the hard charging SEAL combat
platoons. We faced the same problems you face
today; we didn’t have twenty years to become
effective fighters. Our guys needed a program,
which got them to fight with or without weapons
and guaranteed they could not be defeated, no mat-
ter what the attacker knew about fighting. It needed
to be quickly learned and easily retained, based on
natural body movement and had to work regardless
of size or strength.

Needless to say EVERY martial art and fight-
ing system we tested (and we tested them all:
Karate, Kung Fu, JKD, Jui Jistu, Sambo...) all
failed the test. They either took way to long to learn,
could not handle modern weapons, failed against
multiple attackers or required excessive athletic
coordination. More importantly these “arts’ or
‘sports’ were all DEFENSIVE in nature, a term we
didn’t know was a problem. .. until we met Jerry.

This guy comes in and takes 14 SEALs with
very little hand-to-hand experience and announces
after a few hours of training them we could put his
guys up against the most highly experienced fight-

" ing gurus of the SEAL Teams. I mean some of these
‘gurus’ had been trained practically from birth in the
martial arts. These dudes were feared within the
tight community of the SEALs and anyone who has
spent anytime around the “Teams” knows SEAL’s
fear next to nothing. But Peterson insisted and the
demo went on; to the amazement of all in atten-
dance the Peterson-trained SEAL operator
DESTROYED each and every of the ‘gurus’ quick-
ly and effectively. Not only that, these guys easily
adapted whether the attackers used fists, kicks,
grapples, chokes or weapons... it just didn’t matter.
Jerry’s fighters seemed to just focus on taking out

the attacker (more about this in the FREE report).
And you too can be just like the Peterson-trained
SEAL commandos, when your armed with the
knowledge of his AMAZINGLY effective yet sim-
ple to leamn fighting system (more on that later).

The One True Ultimate Fighting
System

So who is this Jerry Peterson dude and what
can his revolutionary fighting system do for YOU?
Only give you the confidence to never waste anoth-
er day of your life fearing another man. Ya sce this
system of his wasn’t developed by some ancient
‘grandmaster’ with some mystical (or should I say
questionable) background. Nor was it something
that was watered down into some ‘ultimate competi-
tion’ that pretends to be real yet has rules and a ref.
No this system was developed in the harsh jungle
combat of the Vietnam War. That’s where a 19-year-
old soldier was literally dropped into a horrific fire-
fight after only his 3rd day ‘in country’ (as they say)
and what did he do? He felt the paralyzing fear of
imminent death taking hold of him...why? Because
the ‘combat training’ he had received failed him...
he was waiting for someone, anyone to tell him
what to do, to lead him, yet no one did. So if he was
going to survive this, it was up to him and guess
what he did? He got mad, I mean hellfire and brim-
stone MAD, and right then and there promised him-
self he would never wait for another man to tell him
what to do. He then looked and found the enemy
who pinned them down, CHARGED and took them
out in one smooth action. That was the dawn of
Special Combat Reactionary Systems (SCARS®).

You Now Live The Fearless Life With
The Offensive Mindset™

That 19-year-old kid was Jerry Lee Peterson.
He went on to serve 2 tours as a ‘pointman’ with
173rd Airbome Charlie Company. That unit is cred-
ited by historians as seeing some of the MOST
fierce combat of that war and Peterson arguably
held the most dangerous job at ‘point’. It was in
those jungles that he saw what a defensive mindset
did to men, how it caused them to freeze and die.
He survived numerous overrun situations (where the
enemy outnumbers and actually overruns you)
requiring hand-to-hand and hand-to-weapon killing.
This was due to the revelation of what he was later
to call the Offensive Mindset. The ability not to
worry or fear what your enemy may do to you and
only focus on what you are going to do to him.

Have You Ever Felt Fear?

If you have ever felt even a TWINGE of fear in
any potentially violent confrontation, if you have
been training in a ‘sport-fighting’ or a competition-
based system, PLEASE don’t risk freezing in a real
life and death struggle. You need to see this FREE
special report. You need to get the full story on
SCARS and the Offensive Mindset. Because what

your learn in martial arts or ‘sportfighting’ may get
you killed. And for those of you who don’t think
they have time to leamn to live a fearless life I'm
here to tell you can, IN A FEW SHORT HOURS,
completely change the way you view the world and
never fear any man from that day on.
Fighting Is Fighting
With Or Without Weapons

With SCARS you get THE complete fighting
system. That’s punching, kicking, throwing, grap-
pling, joint locks that utilize ALL your natural body
weapons. Standing up or on the ground, whether
it’s 1 attacker or 3, whether they or you have
weapons... THE SCARS principles WORK
regardless of the threat. You’ll get the benefit of the
$2.5 million dollars that was spent on the academic
research and the empirical data from real combat
that’s behind the SCARS program. The SEALs
thought so highly of SCARS they had Jerry design
3 official courses for the SEALS and create a train-
er program, which produced over 200 military
SCARS Instructors (get the FREE report for all the
details). You’ll possess more fighting knowledge
less than the top two tenths of one percent of the
fighting world currently has and you’ll get it in a
clear usable format. You won’t need to rely on
strength or athletic coordination when you combine
the Offensive Mindset with the secrets of
Autokinematics™ (sorry, no time to explain
Autokinematics call for the report). This is what
you want, this is fighting the way it should, and
now CAN be quickly and easily leamed. Maybe
these claims are too much for you, maybe you
think this is just advertising hype and SCARS is
just a bunch of BS. Well we’ll make it easy to find
out for yourself because...

The Call Is Free The Report Is Free
Listen SCARS will change your life and
to find out more all you have to do is call
our 24hr toll free recorded message

1-800-897-5492

and leave your name to get your FREE
REPORT. International call 602-437-3143.
Get what up to now only the elite members of
the US and NATO Special Operations
Community and Federal Agents and some big
city SWAT teams have received (clients like:
US Navy SEAL Teams, Army Green Berets,
members of DELTA force and SEAL TEAM
SIX, USMC Force Recon, FBI, DEA,
Treasury...) You have nothing to lose and
everything to gain. Become what most fight-
ers can only dream of being; a true man of
action, a man without the heavy burden of
bear holding him back. Call NOW! You have
only your life to lose if you don’t.

If you are on the Internet check out our site at ‘www.scars.com serving you the world over 24/7
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Break the Big Media Cartel

go to NewsMax.com

“NewsMax.com and Vortex are an important source of new news —
a must read for opinion-makers.”
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“NewsMax.com and Vortex are the best sources for news in America.”
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victims down, and possible hazardous mate-
rials or improvised explosive devices
employed by the Active Shooter, you proba-
bly will not go in alone. The EMTs, Tactical
Trauma Medics, or Hazardous Materials
personnel will be joining law enforcement.

The responding officers must be pre-
pared to aggress into the hot zone with trau-
ma medics, set up internal triage sites and
containment action, locate and remove
injured victims to triage where injuries can
be prioritized and stabilized as rapidly as
possible, and mass evacuate/martial person-
nel within the scene. Halting the primary
action at rescue and containment, while
waiting for the tactical team to close and
apprehend, is probably the best possible
scenario one could hope for.

It Slaughter Continues ...

What if shots continue and more people
are being slaughtered? There can be no
question; individual officers must, side by
side, continue to aggress into the hot zone in
order to stop the killing. Not a pretty picture
considering the lack of training these line
officers are given, not to mention the
appearance of a Wild West, shootout men-
tality, the very image that police administra-
tors throughout the Nation fight to prevent.

entries into halls with connecting rooms.
Nothing is passed until cleared or covered by
an assigned shooter until it can be cleared;
team members are minimally exposed to
hallways unless stacking to enter a room.

Hall Boss Technique

As taught by Global Studies Group,
Incorporated (GSGI), this dynamic rescue
entry method, the “Hall Boss technique,” is
ideal for multi-ported and multi-storied
public structures, such as hotels, offices,
hospitals, administrative buildings and
schools and can be taught to Rapid
Response Teams, as well as line officers.

Under GSGI’s approach, the key person
is the “Hall Boss.” The Hall Boss, known
as “HB,” whether a Rapid Response Team
leader, sergeant, field training officer, or
senior officer on-site, reads the hall
remaining behind cover of corners or door-
frames, in complete control of a large team
compartmented into sub-teams of three or
four conducting simultaneous search and
clear operations.

As the line of officers moves toward a
hall entrance, the HB, third man in the
group, allows the first two men to clear the
corner or entrance to the hall and hold long,
behind corner cover down the hall. The HB

One final point to consider: All the training, tactics, and
weaponry, all the multi-jurisdictional cooperation, and all
the scenario running you can think of, will not save lives.

Training and tactics will dictate much in
what is an already no-win situation.
Overlaid are the liability and public rela-
tions concerns of agency administrators. An
agency must adopt reasonably controllable
emergency contingency tactics, if police
officers are to effectively stop ongoing
killings and rescue wounded victims under
fire. There are a few different techniques
that operators have used with success in the
past to enter and clear a building. Though
each has its relative merits, there are two
worth mentioning,

LAPD, having faced more and more var-
ied situations than perhaps any other police
department, has developed the Diamond for-
mation dynamic rescue technique. The tech-
nique depends upon relatively large numbers
of trained officers who comprise *“Rapid
Response Teams.” Each unit is a four-officer
team — one in front, one in back, one on
either side — that surrounds the EMT or
Haz Mat specialist. When the team has
found a good triage area or potentially dan-
gerous hazardous material, it will drop off
the specialist, and continue in search of the
suspects. These units are always on duty,
ready to respond to a crisis situation.

The other technique is one based upon the
work of Naval Special Warfare as a ship-
board-clearing technique for cabins and large
areas connected to a common passageway. In
principle, the concept provides maximum
unit control and cover during large team
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then moves up and reads the hall for doors,
corners, alcoves, skylights or anything that
would offer a hidings spot for perpetrators.
He will sequentially have each potential
hiding space cleared by assigning small
teams to one or two areas at a time.

For instance, the HB sees a series of
room doors attached to the hall. The first
and closest is on the left, so he commands
verbally or hand signals “three — door left
— go.” The first two men move to enter the
last of the two states “last man need one,”
the man behind the HB moves on the stack
and squeezes the man in front, they breach
and enter the first room, clearing closets,
blind spots behind structures, and furniture.
The HB moves up to and behind the door
frame of the first room while the team con-
tinues securing the area. He reads the sec-
ond room on the right across the hall and
commands, “need three — door right
‘stand-by’ or ‘go’.” The next three men in
the queue stack at the door and enter, so he
has two sub-teams operating. The HB con-
tinues to gain ground as each room is
sequentially cleared stepping behind door
frames and reading the hall as he brings the
team down the hall. This sequence contin-
ues pulling people from the waiting queue
until the last man is pulled, he indicates
“last man” and the first team to enter now
roles into action, covering the assigned
clearing mission.

In cases of Active Shooters firing shots

exposing their location, the team goes into a
high-speed, leap-frog action where they cover
and move as partner pairs, sequentially cov-
ering or clearing suspicious doors or hides as
the team moves rapidly to the gunshots for
contact and apprehension. Here there is heavy
emphasis on point alert and rear security as
there is a large potential for being “sucked in”
and attacked from both sides, a problem with
the “Diamond” technique.

Prineiples Of Hot Zones

GSGI first covers principles of unit
movement or patrolling to the hot zone.
This, too, is critical for responding officers.
Too often teams moving toward the strong-
hold from the transport vehicle through
exposed entry routes, danger areas, in a
tight entry stack. This is insane as one
“golden” bullet can fell multiple officers.
The principle of controlled interval is cov-
ered, as are basic principles of patrol order
and field movement and tactics.

GSGI next covers close quarter conflict
resolution, preparing the officer to deal with
surprise encounters within 10 feet, or con-
tact distance. And finally before moving on
to team clearing of halls, rooms, stairwells,
etc., GSGI covers the basics of dynamic
entry techniques in great detail. While GSGI
has its views of what works best here, it does
not espouse any one technique, but instead
covers all entry methods as commonly used
today throughout the world, giving the pros
and cons of each; the teams and agencies
decide which works best for them.

Getting to the “micro” level, first
responder training, is critical. But it’s not
the only necessary step agencies must take
to counter the Active Shooter. The agency
must look at the “macro” level. Mr. Murphy
is an equal opportunity meddler, interfering
in the efforts of operators and administra-
tors alike. Agencies should run scenarios in
as many likely venues for the Active
Shooter as possible.

For example, the Beloit, Wisconsin,
Police Department recently ran a school-
shooting scenario to determine proper
response procedures. Five months in plan-
ning, Beloit PD learned a number of impor-
tant lessons. :

The scenario involved an emotionally
disturbed father and an accomplice who
seize a multi-storied school, taking hostages
and killing the school resource officer.
Some of the lessons Beloit PD learned
include the following:

* First, it is important to have a multi-
agency command hierarchy. Each agency
may do the same things, but use different
terms. Having common points of reference
is critical to effective communication.

* Second, determine who the critical per-
sonnel are for a given situation. Beloit did
not realize how important the school princi-
pal was. Had they not sent her home, the
agency would have been able to clear the

Continued on page 73
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Celebrating 25 Years
of Soldier Of Fortune,
and the Past Millennium
of G.I. Bloopers

oy Colonel Louis Neatuns,
USGAFF (Ret.)

hen the ancients looked around and realized they weren’t

really in control of anything, they invented a complete sys-

tem of deity to be in charge of various facets of life that

were important to them: Apollo would be in charge of the
sun, Oedipus would be in charge of disgusting cuss words,
Aphrodite would be in charge of messing around, and so on. Zeus,
they decided, would be in charge of war.

They were wrong.

Murphy has always been in charge of war.

In retrospect, it is entirely logical that Murphy should hang
around battlefields and war-rooms, war being as it is man’s most
counter-productive enterprise next to the American Congress.

When the brilliant Prussian military theorist Karl von Clausewitz
observed and spoke of the “fog of war,” he had no idea what kind of
fog men would create during the next 100 years, when they had big-
ger and better toys at their disposal — including bigger and better
von Gilbert chemistry sets. Had he any idea they would create addi-
tional, even poisonous fog, he probably would not have mentioned

Iy

it at all. Our guess is that he read Sun Tzu, the first military theorist
to observe that all war is based on deception, and decided that
deception was redundant when you already have fog.

But it was Murphy who in more modern times combined the
inherent fog of war with strong doses of the enemy’s disinformatzia
and one’s own self-delusion to create a chaos that would make
Dante proud.

The results are striking. We probably won’t lean from any of
these mistakes any more than we have ever learned from any war,
but we should examine them as we start a new millennium, just so
we can say we did.

Want Feg? Watch This!

It was von Clausewitz who, although a rather genteel and refined
sort, expounded on the concept of total war, the “Kill "em all, let
God sort em out” philosophy that has resulted in cute modern
euphemisms such as “collateral damage” and droll T-shirts for sale
at the SOF Convention.
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Contemporary with von Clausewitz came the blossoming of the
industrial age, to make more slaughter less work.

Thus in 1899, and again in 1907, Russian Czar Nicholas I mus-
tered all the international powdered-wigs to grandiose conferences
in which the various great powers solemnly agreed to ban poison
gas, expanding bullets, mines, torpedoes, the use of any aircraft to
drop explosives, and ham-and-limas.

A follow-up conference, sort of a booster shot for international
morality, was planned for 1916 — but it had to be canceled on
account of World War 1, in which all of the above banned weapons
were in frenzied use. (Except ham-and-limas, which did not appear
until many years later.)

As it happens, it was the Germans who initiated the use of poi-
son gas. In 1915 they launched a major gas attack, only to have the
wind shift, blow the chemical agents back onto their own German
lines, and destroy four Prussian regiments.

Karma? Buddha may have formalized it, but Murphy invented it.

He who diggeth a pit shall fall therein.

— King Solomon, inventor of the bumper sticker

Define Obfuscate

Definition from Army Joint Actions Handbook:

OPSDEP: short for Operations Deputy. By JCS charter, the
Army representative is the DCSOPS. However, the ADCSOPS(JA),
who is the DEPOPSDEP, may act for the OPSDEP on all joint mat-
ters. The use of the term OPSDEP also includes DEPOPSDEP.
OPSDEPs or DEPOPSDEPs can approve papers for the JCS.

British Admiralty instructions dealing with the storage of war-
heads and torpedoes: 1t is necessary for technical reasons that these
warheads should be stored with the top at the bottom, and the bot-
tom at the top. In order that there may be no doubt as to which is top
and which is the bottom, for storage purposes, it will be seen that the
bottom of each head has been labeled with the word TOP.

“ ... Let Me Sort ’Em Qut”

When large masses of infantry were committed in World War I,
large masses of infantry were slaughtered. Although most belliger-
ents of the war were caught up in treaty entanglements that got them
involved whether or not they had any real national interest or desire,
the Germans were hoping that a war would come and were pretty
enthusiastic about it all when it did. Thousands of German universi-
ty students volunteered for what was billed as a great adventure,
given eight weeks training and thrown into battle. Such were the
troops thrown against the British near Ypres, Belgium: 36,000 of
them are buried in a mass grave there. One of the few survivors was
a dour little Bavarian corporal the British would meet again under
the name of Adolf Hitler.

Possibly. And possibly not.

It doesn’t always work out this way, particularly in the Balkans
where folks never forget an old war they lost, but sometimes a peo-
ple does learn to get along with whatever boundaries they are born
with. In other words, the woods may be a tinderbox, but sometimes
it rains before a pivotal spark is struck. But who is to say, since his-
tory is not the study of what might have been, but what was.

History is thus often the study of those sparks that ignite the tin-
der box, and not infrequently it was Murphy holding the flint and
steel. And a pivotal event that will ultimately cost millions of lives
is no more dramatic than a simple wrong turn in traffic.

Take the assassination of Archduke Ferdinand of Austro-
Hungary and his wife in Sarajevo on 28 June 1914. To begin with,
this was not an auspicious date for ruling Austro-Hungarian gov-
ernment dignitaries to visit: It was Serbia’s National Day, when they
celebrated their grinding defeat at the Battle of Kosovo in 1389, and
the Archduke’s visit was at minimum a study in arrogance and
insensitivity.

En route to visit the Bosnian governor at his residence,
Ferdinand and his wife were the target of an assassin’s bomb, which
bounced off the door of their open touring car before exploding.
injuring two officers in the car behind. The Archduke and his wife
continued on (o a reception at City Hall, sending the injured officers
to the local hospital. At the reception, Ferdinand chided his hosts for
“greeting their guests with a bomb.”

The diplomatic niceties behind them, the Archduke and his wife
proceeded toward the hospital to visit the two injured officers. Since
this was not part of the scheduled trip, Ferdinand’s driver, Franz
Urban, did not have a route planned, but felt he knew the way from
other visits to Sarajevo. Dressed too warmly for the season,
Ferdinand goaded Urban to hurry, and he made a wrong turn down
a narrow street — so narrow he had to back up slowly to get out.
Standing along that street, where he had just happened to go to
drown his disappointment at a cafe, was a 19-year old Serbian anar-
chist named Gavrilo Princip. He had missed his chance earlier at
spotting the Archduke, and he was aware that the bomb his com-
rades had thrown was ineffectual. Now, fate and Murphy delivered
them almost to his hand. Once within 30 feet, Princip pulled an
11mm Montegro revolver from his coat, firing twice. The Archduke
and his wife bled to death on the way to the hospital.

Austro-Hungary declared war on Serbia; Russia mobilized,
and Germany declared war on Russia, then moved through
Luxembourg and Belgium into France. Then England declared
war on Germany, and the world has not been the same since,
because of a wrong turn in traffic.

Merciful Murphy

When the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor, a Hawaiian DC-3 air-
liner, on landing approach, was hit by a Jap tracer round and set on
fire. A minute later, the plane was hit by another stray round, which
whacked the valve of a fire extinguisher — safely putting out the fire.

How A Backseat Oriver Caused The Great War

It is generally acknowledged that the loose ends of World War I
caused the chafing that lead to World War II. It is also generally
accepted that due to the smoldering resentment among the various
powers, states, ethnicities and royal families in southern and central
Europe, somebody would have figured out a reason to start the
World War L.
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A Bridge Too Close

The term credited to the Marines, “Hey diddle-diddle, right up
the middle” may have actually been invented by U.S. Army Civil
War General Ambrose Everett Burnside. The single bridge over
Antietam Creek was exposed and under heavy, concentrated
Confederate fire. But it was the only bridge, and victory lay on
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the other side of the creek, so Gen. Burnside massed his troops at
the bridge and they surged across under a maelstrom of
Confederate fire, sustaining crucial losses. The bridge was, how-
ever, only there as a matter of convenience — the creek was
entirely fordable at that point.

Bombs Awry!

When fought up close and personal, wars used to be fun for
kings, financiers and rear-echelon officers. Some of the first battles
of the American Civil War, for instance, were observed at a com-
fortable distance by picnicking civilians. Before the turn of the last
century, 95% of war casualties were soldiers. Non-combatants used
to be just that — spectators with or without a personal stake in the
outcome.

Now, anybody in the area of a conflict has a helluva stake in the
outcome, or even the very fact there is a war on. According to cur-
rent UN statistics, 95% of war victims today are civilians — and of
those some 80% are women and children. In the decade 1987-1997,
for instance, war killed 2 million children and maimed 6 million.

Not content to savage the next generation, Murphy sees to it that
those on the same team kill also each other — fratricide or “friend-
ly fire” we call it in these days of video-game warfare. In the Gulf
War, for instance, we were some of the best troops Saddam had: Of
148 American KIAs, 20% were caused by “friendly fire” and the
bulk of Saddam’s came from one get-lucky Scud that came down on
a U.S. transient barracks in Saudi. We also greased nine Brits for
Saddam, and killed another 121 of our own in “non-hostile” actions
such as traffic accidents. And Murphy didn’t quit there: In April
1994 two USAF F-15s shot down two Army helicopters on a diplo-
matic mission over Iraq, killing 26.

No one makes m wistakes in battle 1
‘Americans. And no one learns faster.
— Erwin Rommel, as a company-grade officer in WWI.
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Hare Raids

The first British civilian killed in an air
raid on Britain was 27-year-old James
Isbister, during a German raid on Scapa
Flow in the Orkney Islands on 24 July
1940. On a previous raid, the only fatali-
ty was a rabbit, which was the inspiration
for the Limey marching song “Run
Rabbit, Run.”

In the first British air attack on a

mainland German population center,

" 36 RAF planes bombed the

QIV rail yards at Monchen

_‘w, Gladbach on 10 May 1940.

Only one person was killed —

an Englishwoman.

The first British bomb of

WWII to land on German soil was dropped on 3 December 1939 by

a Wellington from the 115 Squadron. The squadron was on a mis-

sion against German shipping in the North Sea, and one bomber had

a hang-up: The bomb finally shook loose and fell on the return trip,
onto the island of Heligoland.

Gotta Keep The Humer

In both World Wars I and II, German U-boats took a heavy toll
on British shipping. In WWI the Brits were somewhat incensed
that the Germans weren’t playing fair, sending civilian shipping
to the bottom and such (the rules in effect at the time called for
hostile parties to first unload any civilian passengers or crew
before sinking merchantmen, or to only board and impound
enemy war materiel).

But like a bar fight that may start by Queensbury Rules, a war of
any duration quickly deteriorates to whatever works best for the par-
ties involved, and British umbrage at the WWII German submarine
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fleet quickly grew severe. Not that there were any stiff upper lips
quivering, of course, but the Nazi subs were likely to get whatever
the Brits could dish up. And dish up is the operative phrase here.
When the British SO,E (Special Operations, Executive) learned that
a particular cannery in Trondheim, Norway, was making a massive
production run of canned sardines for the German U-boat service
which was raising havoc in the North Sea, the initial reaction was to
poison the whole lot. The better idea, however, which came from
the Norwegians, was to crotan-oil the whole lot. (Crotan-oil, you
may remember, is a violent laxative.)

The SO,E was started early on when the British were strapped
for resources, and proved to be a very creative and cost-effective
tool behind the lines. And more than once their second idea
proved to be the best. For instance, when SO,E learned that the
Germans had stockpiled thousands of compasses to give as gifts
to nomads in the Middle East to gain favorable relations, the
SO,E resisted the initial impulse to destroy them. A compass can
be an important gift to a Muslim in terrain with no terrain fea-
tures, since he needs to know which way Mecca is for his daily
prayers. But no, the SO,E bade their time until the Germans had
distributed the compasses to the nomads they were courting.
Then, they let the word spread that the Germans had given them
all bad compasses that had them bowing with their backside to
Mecca — and the SO,E should know, since they had sneaked in
and repolarized the compasses backwards.

I suppose there was nothing the SO,E wouldn’t have done to
further the war effort, and since they didn’t start the war I don’t
fault them. There was a great deal of cross-pollination between
the British SO,E and our own fledgling COI (Coordinator of
Information) which became the OSS (Office of Strategic
Services) and after the war was shut down, became the CIA. The
Brits had been at the black-bag business for a few years, and part
of the sub-deals made with the lend-lease program was that we
would have access to their expertise and technology until we got
our own act together.

Horse Biscuits And War Gas

One of the no-holds-barred avenues of research the British
undertook was the development of biological weapons. In 1940,
work began on a cattle-cake to be impregnated with anthrax and
dropped by RAF planes to infect Germany’s livestock. This idea
was adopted and about five million of these cakes were made, but
never used operationally. If attacking the Motherland’s livestock
strikes you as not particularly worthwhile, bear in mind that when
the Germans left Holland under fire, they took with them 320,000
cows, 472,036 pigs and 114,220 horses that belonged to the
Dutch. (They also absconded with154,647 kilos of Dutch gold,
60,000 automobiles, 40,000 trucks, 25,000 motorbikes, 90,000
lengths of rail, 500,000 sleeper cars, 7,000 barges, 31 dredges,
13,786 metal-working machines, 2,729 textile machines, 18,098
electric motors and 358 printing presses.) Oh, and they also stole
346 works of art, including 27 Rembrandts, 12 Hals, 47 Steens,
40 Rubens and 12 Van Goghs.

Yes, the Nazis featured themselves as art connoisseurs, all
right. In 1944 Herman Goering paid 165,000 pounds sterling for
the painting “Woman Taken in Adultery,” by the Dutch artist
Vermeer. It was later proved to be a forgery painted by Hans Van
Meegeren and in 1945 Van Meegeren was arrested by Dutch
authorities and sentenced to a year in jail; he died after less than
20 days in jail. Goering’s “Vermeer” is now stored in the basement
of a Dutch art gallery.
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ship’s crew attempts an armed response to
attackers who are already aboard is scary
to say the least. Special operations forces
spend hundreds of hours in training for this
type of operation, and even for them the
task is extremely difficult to carry out.
Regardless of the available options, the first
priority should go to spending funds on
crew anti-piracy training and for the addi-
tion of new technology in the area of detec-
tion and deterrence countermeasures.

The reckless use of amateur and
untrained ‘“mercenary” riding-crews is
gaining favor with some vessel owners and
operators. The economic, political and legal
ramifications will not support their long-
term use. This knee-jerk approach will offer
only short-tern results at best, and may
result in both ecological disaster and human
tragedy at worst. The users of such services
have not been fully briefed as to the far-
reaching effects such an action could have.
The ability of the adversary to launch retal-
iatory attacks against other fleet vessels,
against shore-side facilities, and against
executive staff must be taken into account,
but apparently has not been addressed.

The Validity O Anti-Piracy Training

Anti-piracy training is a solid and com-
mon-sense approach to the issue, but it must
be more involved than simply the distribu-
tion of a generic security guideline that is
the current industry standard. It must con-
sist of a comprehensive program that is
structured to provide a solid foundation of
operational security awareness. An effective
anti-piracy training program is a “value-
added” benefit, as it will enhance the over-
all security of any vessel since it creates a
“security awareness” of more issues than
Jjust piracy. The program should be directed
at the vessel crew and the shore-side man-
agement so that all personnel have knowl-
edge of the concepts involved. It can be used
to develop the company or the vessel’s crisis
management and incident response plan.
The training can provide a basic level of
knowledge to the crew and it can provide
advanced leadership skills to the senior per-
sonnel and ship’s officers, enabling them to
choose from several courses of action in the
event of such an incident. On larger vessels
this can allow the creation of an additional
duty assignment such as “ship’s security
manager.” In situations where firearms are
an option, the security manager and select-
ed crew-members should receive specific
training in this regard as well.

Programs currently exist that provide
the required level of training. There are also
instructor development programs that cre-
ate “in-house” anti-piracy instructors so
companies can establish and maintain their
own initial and refresher training courses.

Between crews receiving adequate anti-
piracy training and the availability of pro-

fessional-level trainers and security agents,
the most immediate telling effect on the
modern buccaneers may well come not as a
result of high-sounding pontifications from
international bodies. 1t may well result from
the availability of well trained and equipped
commercial marine security forces operat-
ing out of North America, Europe, Africa
and Southeast Asia — driven as the pirates
are by the pursuit of profit. Although the
long-term solution is not hiring shotgun rid-
ers in the fashion of an 1870s’ stagecoach,
and in no term is hiring armed amateurs a
solution, for the near-term armed profes-
sionals aboard may be a viable — if costly
— option for some.

Pro-Active Professionals

As we go to press, a new Dutch compa-
ny called Satellites Protection Services
(SPS) announced it has set up a task-force
base in Subic Bay for mercenaries, almost
all former Dutch Marines, at a projected
strength of 225 men. The force plans to use
a combination of leading-edge technology
and traditional Marine boldness to track
protected vessels and pounce upon pirates
with real-time reaction capabilities. Headed
by former Dutch Marine and company
director Anton Melein, SPS is not merely a
group of waterborne doorshakers. Their
cadre of Dutch marines, former members of
the BBE anti-terrorist unit and 7-Troop SBS
NL (frogmen), plus former British SAS are
predisposed to be “pro-active.” They have
also established operating centers in
Gambia and Curagao to ply their craft in
African and south Atlantic waters.

Other commercial security companies
cover the globe from New England, south
Florida, and from offices in Switzerland,
England, Norway and Australia. Most who
have the capability to properly train or
equip, or supply personnel appropriate for
any contingency, also consult.
Consultation with someone who has a
wealth of experience in this arena is prob-
ably the best place to start if you have a
maritime security problem: Knowledge
and technology may turn out to be your
best defense in the long run. Some firms
concentrate solely on the training of mer-
chant crews and yachtsmen in the fine art
of successfully avoiding pirate attack
(which may translate to “don’t go where
there are pirates”). Merchant vessels of
various types, however, may not have the
luxury of picking which waters they will
sail, nor routes they will select.

Piracy is here, and all indications are
that it will not go away soon. It must go
away eventually if international commerce
is to continue to flourish into the new mil-
lennium — but it will not unless there is a
concerted and effective cooperation among
sea-faring states to effectively end piracy.
Until that happens, the merchant, fishing
and pleasure craft which ply the seas are
sailing in harm’s way.

Globe-trotting Frank Hopkins is a
frequent contributor to SOF. X
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