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NRA 2000 Board of Directors Election 
Not a Casual Affair 

I t is time, once again, for me to recom­
mend individuals who are running for 
the National Rifle Association's Board 

of Directors. Thi s is an el ection that 
should not be taken lightly as the NRA is 
the largest and most effecti ve gun-rights 
organization in the 
nation, and is measur­
ably among the Top 10 
most powerful political 
lobbying groups in the 
coun try. Consequently, 
the election of NRA 
Board members is NOT 
a casual affair. We need 
info rmed gun-ri ghts 
activists who are respon­
sible and dedicated. 

And, by the way, if 
you don' t belong to the 
NRA, you cheap son-of-a-bitch, you 
deserve to lose your guns ! 

This year you can vote fo r up to 25 
indi viduals, but no more. I am recom­
mending only 19, as I do not know the 
other indi viduals recommended by the 
nominating committee. I would like to put 
a word in fo r two individuals, running for 
the Board for the first time, whom I hi gh­
ly respect. 

The first is Don Causey, who publishes 
the Hunting Report, and the second is 
Grover Norquist, who is Executive Director 
of Americans fo r Tax Reform . Grover 
raised the eyebrows of the effete eli te in 
D.C. when a photo of him at my hunting 
camp appeared in the Washington Post. 

Irv Benzion 
David 0 . Boehm 
Robert K. Brown 
Raymond W. Cahen 
David I. Caplan 
Donald M. Causey 

Jeff Cooper 
Barbara L. Cubin 
Ken Elliott 
Manuel Fern andez 
Joe Foss 
Stephen D. Hornady 

D. Cynthia Julien 
Grover Norqui st 
Scott O ' Grady 
Edie P. Reynolds 
Wayne Anthony Ross 
Ronald L. Schmeits 
Bruce E. Stern 
Robert L. Viden, Jr. 

Meanwhil e , Neal 
Knox and hi s myrmi­
dons continue to stri­
dently attack NRA 
leadership under the 

gui se of self- ri ghteousness. As far as I'm 
concerned , Knox, et al. , are simply whin­
ing in fru stra ti on because they got their 
butts kicked a couple of years ago when 
they tried to take over the NRA in their 
fa iled power play. Yet the ongoing arro­
gance of so me of hi s supporters is incom­
prehensible . For instance, Sally Drews 
·Brodbeck and her husband recently sued 
the NRA, thu s demonstra ting their con­
tempt for the NRA and all we stand for. 
And now she wants your vote to be re­
elected to the Board! 

Equally di sgusting is another one of 
Knox's cronies, Weldon Clark, who on 24 
November 1998, fi led a complaint with the 
Federal Election Commission, demanding 
an " . .. independent investigation into the 
business affairs o f the National Rifle 
Assoc iation with emphasis on federal 
elections ... " With turkeys like these, we 
don' t need to worry about the Charlie 
Schumers and Hillarys of the world. 

Don ' t vote for these boobs! ~ 
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PALADIN PRESS® l'ubllshss the B11st In 
A Battlefield Guide to Clandestine Warfare 

by Bob Newman 
Foreword by Robert K. Brown 

Learn every facet of the grim, violenl world of guerrilla warfare: basic field­
cratt; mines and booby traps; lunnel conslruclion and strategy; ambushes; 
urban and nocturnal tactics; interrogation. incloclrination and exploitation; 

psyops; and more. For academic study only. 5 1/2 x 81/2, soft-
cover, photos, illus. , 232 pp. #10008720 $22.00 

SOG: A PHOTO HISTORY OF THE SECRET WARS 
by John L. Plaster 

This is the book that the U.S. government never intended for any­
one lo see! A companion photo history to SOG: The Secret Wars of 
America's Commandos in Vietnam, it was compiled from the per­
sonal collections of SOG men themselves. II contains 700 photos -
most never seen or published before. See for yoursel f what SOG 
was all about. 8 1/2 x 11, hardcover, photos, 496 pp. 
#10011187 $79.95 

An Uncommon look at 
Common-Sense Firearms Training and Tactics 

by Louis Awerbuck 
A decade of articles from one of America's premier firearms instructors 
offers realistic training and tips for police, military and civilian shooters. Turn 
the tactical odds in a gunfight in your favor by learning and practicing the 

proven firearms techniques taught in this book. You'll be glad you 
did. 8 1 /2 x 11 , softcover, photos, 272 pp. 
#10011013 $30.00 

THE TACTICAL RIFLE 
The Precision Tool for Urban Police Operations 

by Gabriel Suarez 
Here Officer Gabe Suarez exposes the myths that have long kept 
the rifle out of urban policing. He also details the many advantages 
it affords the inner city police officer in a wide range of scenarios 
and presents new and innovative techniques that are replacing 
"traditional" ones among agencies that have adopted the rifle. 5 
1 /2 x 8 1 /2, sottcover, photos, illus .. 264 pp. 
#10011021 $25.00 

THE REVENGE ENCYCLOPEDIA 
This is the mother of all revenge books! You'd have to buy more than 25 
books to get all the wit and wisdom contained in ll1is compilation from 
the best of Paladin's revenge books. Don 't be fooled by cheap imitators 
that claim to know how to get even. Paladin is still your revenge source 
when you need lo even the score with nosy neighbors, bungling bureau­
crats, snarly clerks or other pests. For entertainment purposes only. 

~""""-'-----. 81/2 x 11 , softcover, 120 pp. 
#10001675 $20.00 

GET EVEN 
The Complete Book ot Dirty Tricks 

by George Hayduke 
A hilarious overview of lhe methods people use lo gel even with 
big business. governmenl and enemies. These dirty tricks range 
from the simple to the elaborate, including more sophislicaled 
schemes devised by CIA and Mafia members and polilical dirty 
trickster>. For entertainment purposes only 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, hard-
cover, 208 pp. #10002400 $19.95 

CREDIT 
SECRETS ... 
How to Erase 

Bad Credit 

Bob I I 

THE MODERN IDENTITY CHANGER 
How to Create a New Identity for 
Privacy and Personal Freedom 

by Sheldon Charrett 
Finally, here is an all-new instruction book on how lo obtain a new identi­
ty, produce supporting documents for ii and use ii safely in today's socie­
ty. Learn how lo gel Social Security numbers, driver's licenses and more. 
For academic study only 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, softcover, illus .. 152 pp. 

#10008712 $20.00 

ACQUIRING NEW ID 
How to Easily Use the latest Computer Technology to 

Drop Out, Start Over, and Get On with Your life 
by Ragnar Benson 

Forget about using the old "dead-baby's birth-certificate" ruse to 
gel new ID. Everyone's on lo that trick. What you need is the 
know-how lo make your own documents on a home computer. 
And by following the simple instructions in here, you can. 5 1/2 
x 8 1/2, softcover, photos, illus .. 152 pp. 
#10006005 $20.00 

NEW l.D. IN AMERICA 
by Anonymous 

Want one more chance at life with a "clean slate"? Trade in your old iden­
tity for a new start. Here is a step-by-step guide lo creating a totally new 
you - with a birth certificate, passport, driver's license, Social Security 
number - all you need for breaking with your past. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
softcover, illus .. 120 pp. 
#10001006 $18.00 

CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit, Revised and Updated 

by Bob Hammond 
This expanded Credit Secrets will save you thousands of dollars in fees, 
finance charges and interest payments as you learn the very latest tech­
niques to get rid of debt once and for all and establish good credit. Discover 
proven tricks used by lawyers, credit counselors and other pros who charge 
handsomely for their services. 51 /2 x 8 1/2, sottcover. 136 pp. 

#10008878 $18.00 

mUZZLE· 
lOflDlnG 

MODERN MUZZLELOADING 
Black Powder Shooting for Sport, 

Survival, and Self-Defense 
with Tom Forbes 

Learn everything you need to know lo shoot black powder 
firearms safely and effectively. This complete video course covers 

the loading and firing of flintlock, percussion and in-line 
-~ firearms and includes lips on specialized hunting and 

___ ,. VIDEO self-defense loads. Color, approx. 60 min. total, VHS 

DOllT #%~~~r:3a~ only. $29.95 

DO-IT-YOURSELF MEIJICINE 
YOURSELF 

MEDICINE 
How to Find and Use the Most Effective Antibiotics, Painkillers, 

Anesthetics, and Other Miracle Drugs .. . 
Without Costly Doctors' Prescriptions or Hospitals 

by Ragnar Benson 
Ragnar gives you precise instructions for securing and using the very 
latest drugs and supplies from mail order suppliers. animal health cen­
ters, military dispensaries foreign pharmacies, and other unusual 
sources. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, sottcover, photos, il lus .. 128 pp. 
#10008266 $20.00 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-466-6868 OR 1-800-392-2400, USA AND CANADA 
CALL 24 HOURS A DAY, 7 DAYS A WEEK. FREE BO-PAGE CATALOG CONTAINING MORE THAN 700 TITlES. 

PALADIN PRESS - P.O. BOX 1307-0CS - BOULDER , CO 80306 - PHONE 303-443-7250 ·FAX 303-442-8741 - E-MAIL SERVfCE@PALADIN· PRESS.COM 

Dead On: The Long Range Marksman's 
Guide to Extreme Accuracy • .. •• #10010106 ... $22.00 

Knights of Darkness: Secrets of the World 's 
Deadliest Night Fighters . . .....• #10009561 ..• $16.00 

Just Say No to Drug Tests ...•....• #10003754 . .. $15.00 
Disk Detective: Secrets You Must Know to Recover 

Information from a Computer .. . . #10009900 . .. $20.00 
PVC Projects for the Outdoorsman .... #10010411 . .. $14.00 
The Whole Spy Catalog .. • •... . . .. #10005536 •• . $44.95 
The Invisible Advantage: A Step-by-Step Guide 

to Making Ghillie Suits and Custom 
Camouflage Accessories (video) .. #10009959 .. . $29.95 

VIDEOTAPES ARE NONRETURNABLE. DEFECTIVE TAPES Will BE REPLACED. 
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SOF's Only Mail Address 
Please make a note that SOF no longer receives mail at the old 

Post Office Box. All snail mail for Soldier Of Fortune, Omega 
Group, Ltd., the SOF Convention, or Refugee Relief International 
should go to: 5735 E. Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5, Boulder, CO 
80303. Of course, you can also send e-mail to: ed itor@sofmag.com . 

Chinese Arithmetic 
U.S. negotiators have agreed to pay Chi na $28 million in com­

pensation for damage to the Chinese embassy in Belgrade, which 
was bombed by U.S./NATO warplanes last May, David Andrews, the 
lead American negotiator announced from Beijing. China, in turn, 
has agreed to pay the U.S. $2.87 milJion for damage to the U.S. 
Embassy and other parts of the U.S. diplomatic compound in 
Beijing, caused during the week of anti-American demonstrations 
that came in the wake of the bombing. The compensation agreements 
were announced the day that Joseph Prueher, the new American 
ambassador, was to present his credentials to Beijing. The $28 mil­
lion from the United States is in addition to $4.5 Uncle Sam agreed 
last August to pay victims of the bombing and/or their families. 

Congressional Arithmetic 
Nearly all of America' s war veterans have a national memori­

al except those from the biggest and most costly war of a ll -
WWII. In 1993, Congress finally recogni zed this travesty and 
authorized the constructi on of a National WWll Memorial on the 
National Mall , in Washington, D.C. Oddly enough, a lthough there 
seems to be taxpayer money enough for unspeakable projects, 
they left the fund ing of the National WW II Memorial up to inter­
ested individuals! 

We lose a thousand WWII vets every day - that's a faster rate 
than we lost during the war itself! The official campaign sponsored 
by the American Battle Monuments Commission has struggled to 
barely raise half the required amount - and they need to start con-

Recently found attending the prestigious Leupold Tactical Conference 
in Beaverton, Oregon, were (left to right) C. Reed Knight, Jr., of 
Knight's Armament Company; SOF's Technical Editor, Peter G. 
Kokalis; Mark A. Keefe, IV, Managing Editor of The American 
Rifleman; Chuck Taylor, representing Combat Handguns; and Jacob 
Gottfredson, from Tactical Shooter. 

struction on Veterans Day, 2000. 
The Veterans of Foreign Wars has initiated a matching gift pro­

gram, whereby the organi zation will add 50 cents to every doll ar 
donated - in other words, your $20 donation will be upped to $30 
by the VFW. To have you r donation to this worthwhile project 
upped by 50%, send your donations to VFW WWII Memorial Fund, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 11 9039, Kansas City, MO 64171-9039. 

SOF's Laugesen Receives Award 
Wayne Laugesen, assistant editor at Soldier Of Fortune and 

writer of SOF columns "Slick Willie Watch" and "World Sitrep" 
was recently recognized by the Society of Professional Journa li sts 
as the Colorado columnist of the year. In addition to his work at 
SOF, Laugesen is also a regular columnist for the National Catholic 
Register and Boulder Weekly. 

Five Acquitted In Plot Tu Kill Fidel 
A federal jury in San Juan, Puerto Rico has acqui tted five Cuban 

exiles of an alleged plot to kill Cuban dictator Fidel Castro. 
Prosecutors charged that the defendants conspired to kill Castro du r­
ing a 1997 summit on Venezuela's Isla Margarita. Cleared of con­
spiracy charges were Jose Antonio Llamas, Angel Manuel Alfonso, 
Angel Hernandez Rojo, Francisco Secundino Cordova and Jose 
Rodriguez Sosa. All five men had fled Cuba after Cas tro 's commu­
nist takeover in 1959, and are now businessmen in Florida and New 
Jersey. Three of the accused men were on a yacht stopped in Puerto 
Rican waters by the Coast Guard on 27 October 1997. A Coast 
Guard search of the vessel found rifl es, ammo, NVG, radios and 
OPS gear on board. 

Defense lawyers maintained that the men only wanted to help 
members of Castro's entourage defect from the summit being held 
on the small Venezuelan island ; the defendants clai med they needed 
the hardware to protect themselves from possible aggress ion by 
Cuban agents. 

True Blue Cabelas 
Some companies will put their money where their mouth is, and 

some will not if it might hurt profits. One that will is the Nebraska 
mail-order sporting goods firm Cabela's. Purveyors of a full li ne of 
outdoor and hunting products, Cabela 's used to se ll a lot of 
"PetSafe" " invi sible" electronic pet fences (like the sort that zaps 
the pooch with a shock collar when he crosses a buried wire). When 
PetSafe solicited a licensing agreement with the Humane Society of 
the United States, the largest anti-hunting/anti-trapping organ ization 
in the United States, and put HSUS ' paid-for endorsements and 
information on all their literature and packaging, Cabela's balked. 
PetSafe initially told Cabela's they would remove the HSUS propa­
ganda from their packagi ng, then waffled and said they would 
remove it from the merchandise sent to Cabela's. Noted Cabela's 
Mike Callahan, "That wasn't good enough for us, so we're dropping 
the product from our inventory." 

If would like to trade with an outdoor company that features 
good deals on good gear - and stands for something - contact 
Cabela's, Inc., Dept. SOF, 812 13th Ave. , Sidney, NE 69160. 

Continued on page 10 
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~ Military & Technical 
Manuals On CD ROM 

These CD's can be read by every version of Windows. Mac and Unix versions are also included. All of these manuals 
have been formatted into .pdf files, so they can be viewed by the Adobe Acrobat Reader, which is included on these CD's. 
These programs can be run directly from the CD; there is no need to download the manuals to your hard disk to view 
them. They can be sent to yom printer, or copied to yom computer for use in word processing, etc. 

Marines! $19.95 * ~ 
This collection includes Marine Guidebook for Essential Subjects, Warfighting, E ngineer Operations, Marine Rifle 
Company and Platoon, Scouting and Patrolling, Raid Ops, Combat Water Survival, Urban Ops, Riverine Ops, 
Drill & Ceremonies, and more.. ~ 

Ranger Training $19.95 * (Manuals & Movie!) ~ 
All of the manuals for Ranger School: Camouflage, Explosives, FiJ:st Aid, PT, Map Reading, Combat Skills, Ranger 
Handbook, Desert Ops, Solders Manual of Common Tasks, M16, M60, M203 and more. This CD-ROM also includes a 
movie showing Ranger Training, which will play on your computer screen. The movie takes you through the training for 
all of the different phases of Ranger School. 

FM-200 $19.95 ':' 
A set of 200 U.S. Army field manuals for Armor, Artillery, Aviation, Engineering, Medical, MP, NBC, Operations, PT, 
Radio, Security, Survival, Weapons and more. 

Spec Ops $19.95* 
Includes the Special Forces Guerrilla Warfare manuals, SP Ops, Recon Tactics, Sniper, Scout, and Pathfinder manuals. 
Also Desert Ops, Jungle Ops, River crossing, Northern Ops, FM21-76 Survival, FM21-75 Combat Skills, and the R anger 
Handbook. A total of 33 manuals. 

FM-50G $19.95 ':' 
This CD includes manuals for the SKS, Ml Garand, MK19, AK-47, Sten, Lee Enfield, M14, M16, M60, MAC, FN-FAL, 
P38, M24 Sniper Rifle, M9 pistol, M1911Al Pistol and more. A total of 50 manuals,. 

E.O.D. $19.95 "' 
This CD contains the Improvised M unitions Handbook, TM31-200-1 Unconventional Warfare Devices, TM31-201-1 
Incendiaries, Book of Expedient Mixtures, FM5-250, Boobytraps and others. 

Medics $19.95 * 
Includes FMS-230 Medical Specialist, FMS-36 Aidmans Medical Guide, FM21-11 First Aid for Soldiers, The Special 
Forces Medical Handbook and more. ~ 

Skills $19.95 '~ 

A collection of skill training manuals as only the Aimed Forces can do it. It includes manuals on Carpentry, Plumbing 
and Pipefitting, Heating, Ventilation, Concrete, Sewage, Masonry, Hydraulics, Pier Construction, engineering and many 
others. These are HOW-TO manuals, with lots of diagrams and step-by-step instructions on construction techniques, 
materials, and planning. Build a wall, pour a foundation , add a room, design and build a complete structure. It's all here. 

Jeeps! $19.95 "' I 
A collection of TMs for the WillysMB, M38, M38A, Ml 70, M151, M718, M825 and Ford GPW. 

I 

3/4 Ton Vehicles $19.95 * 
A collection ofTMs for M37, M43, M201, M42. Includes Operators, maintenance, power train, and engine manuals. 
Also parts listrng, tools and more. 

({ 
~ 

Visit our web site for a complete listing 
of all manuals on our C -ROMS 
http://ww\V'; · 'tary-m (lia.cmn 

' 

Call toll free to order 

1-800-321-2974 
You may also order by mail: 

Military Media 
PMB 321 

7454 Lancaster Pike 
Hockessin, DE 19707 

and handling to total order; $7.50 outside USA. MasterCard and Visa welcome. 
&Gem Inquiries: 1-610-268-5077 Orders: 1-800-321 -2974 Fax: 1-610-268-0466 







No Guns In Your Levis? 
According to Craig Palmer, Director of the Kentucky Coalition 

to Carry Concealed (KC3), the pro-carry organization has listed 
Levi Strauss on their "Hall of Shame" web page for the company's 
prohibition of employees who are licensed concealed carry holders 
from possession of even "open carry" on company property, such as 
firearms in privately owned vehicles. For details see the KC3 web 
site at http://kc3.com . 

Chicago Schools Drop Marksmanship 
With a grotesque twist of logic, Chicago Public Schools chief 

Paul Vallas has stated that he will put an end to all riflery pro­
grams in Chicago's school s (i.e. the 33 schools that were offering 
JROTC programs that trained students how to safely, responsibly 
and effectively handle rifles). Vallas was quoted in the Chicago 
Tribune as saying, "We don't want to send a contradictory mes­
sage in the school by on the one hand discouraging the use of 
firearms and being tough on violence and then on the other hav­
ing a marksmanship curriculum." (Yep, those assault pellet guns 
are a worry, all right.) 

Other Illinois school officials, outside Chicago, have stated they 
plan to continue with their riflery programs. Noted Ron Yelk, coach 
of the Mattoon High School rifle team in Matoon, Ill. , "Our empha­
sis is on dedication, discipline, leadership, responsibility, all these 
things." In an editorial, Chicago Tribune said, "There's no evidence 
that anyone participating in marksmanship practice or competitions 
has ever posed a threat. In fact, one might assume that JROTC 
cadets schooled in firearms safety would be more responsible with 
guns than other kids. Allowing riflery training while decrying gun 
violence doesn 't send a mixed message any more than does sup­
porting a wrestling team while opposing schoolyard brawls." 

Pistol-Packin' Professors? 
Arizona state legislator Barbara Blewster (R.-Dewey), has ruf­

fled a lot of feathers (a specialty of hers) with her solution for the 
problem of school violence: let every teacher carry a gun. Gordon 
Maddux, president of the Prescott Unified School District, did not 
receive the suggestion with favor: "It sounds just like her. What a 
fruitcake. She's a clown. Arizona politics is interesting enough with­
out her," he said. Some gun-rights advocates did not dismiss the 
suggestion out of hand, however. NRA Second Vice President 
Sandy Froman noted that in countries where teachers are armed, 
such as Israel, school shootings are rare. 

White Feather Gear 
SOF has gotten many inquiries regarding the avai lability of 

White Feather gear. One good place to trade that carries White 
Feather caps, drag bags (PakMats) and scope covers with the White 
Feather (Carlos Hathcock) logo is Fearless Freddy's in Las Vegas. 
You can call them toll-free at 888-689-1626; or check out their web 
site at www.fearlessfreddys .com . 

Col. Jimmy Vogeleer 
Well-known Belgian Congo veteran Col. Jimmy Vogeleer died 

17 August 1999, and was cremated in Thailand 24 August. "Colonel 
Jimmy" was owner of the Airborne Legion Bar in Pattaya, Thailand, 
and a well-liked member of the "military adviser family." Jimmy 
fought in the Belgian Congo campaign, and others passing through 
Thailand to assignments in hotspots around the world should stop at 

Continued on page 14 

M.A.D. GG&G Aimpoint Ring Front Flip-Up 
Sight 

Rear Flip Up Iron Sight 

AR15/M16 
F.l.R.E. System A-2 

Fully Integrated Rifle Enhancement 

For Collapsible Butt Stock 

ITT 6015/PVS-14 
Tall Night Vision Mount 

--·..,. .. 
~--- · -=~ 

"SLIC" Sling and Light Mount 

GG&G 
3602 East 42nd Stravenue 

Tucson, Arizona 85713 
520-748-7167 Fax 520-748-7583 

W/Spare Battery Compartment 

W/Spare Battery Compartment 

Benelli and Remington 
Tactical Charging Handles 

Sling Attachment and Mounting Rail 
Email: gggaz@aol.comWebsite:www.gggaz.com 
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U \o6'f/o / SUPER 
' \ ,, I HIGH 

PERFORMANCE 
•FOLDER , 

with purchase. 

SALE
-- s~Ui~~~~~\' 

Free! ""/ ~ 'Ji / - 64 Page r 
Catalog! bu k 

5t ! 6.95 

<J/aiue. 

No ship to CA or MA Includes Leather Slieatlt 

3011 of Solid Steel At A Direct Mail Order Price! 
This full tang sword is equipped with a 17 W' stainless steel, razor sharp blade. The 
black cord wrapped handle provides for a tight grip every time. Includes ver-
satile blade sheath. 

, \ f I 
Limited/ 

Full Tang 
Ninja Sword 
#BK 235 A mw~~-, ' Strap iton .._ $29eis {/ 

wield his weapon · . yo11r side for ,, I'/ / 
1
, 

on his back for q11ick draw 
easy access. combat. 

1--__;:s......-----===;;;._~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--: 

New Powerstorm Slingshot Rockets 1 /411 

Steel Over 350 fps. 
~--.,.:Features a tapered latex power band for precise target 

action, molded foam wrap grip for complete hand 
comfort, and the push button shot feeder places 
ammo in the palm of your hand. Also includes fold­

ing wrist brace and genuine leather shot pouch. 

Smith & Wesson 
Pocket 
Binoculars 
These 8 x 21mm binoc­
ulars fold down to just 
1 Y," x 2 Y," x 3 Yi" and fit 

~ 

Powerstorm Slinfilshot #PM 500 in a handy belt case for go anywhere action. Now 
Bud K Price $14 5 Features flexible eye pieces and neck strap. Only _,., 

Field of view 5.8'. $19§5 ..,. 
Extra Ammo (jumbo bag of 144) #BK 4 -

Bud K Price $3
95 

~-~~-~~~c_~l~~-~~!~!~----------- ----~-~~ Replacement Band #PM 512 

1-----..:::;;;_-:w.,.__B_u_d_ K_P_n_· c_e--.$3.---
95 
________ __, I 

0 

_{l. I ~m~e~ c~om~r'?a2Z~n ~o~fo'P~~ri~,~~ 
E P• k• 5 t p \Y/ • ht Bud K product risk free for 30 days. If for some reason you are asy IC Ing e a per "e1g S budkww.com not satisfied, please return the item and receive a prompt refund 
Complete with lock picking guide, and This piece is approXillla tely or replacement. The Free Knife is yours to keep as a gift. 
size of the most commonly used picks. Yi" lb of solid brass and its 0 YES'. I would like to take advantage of this special offer and receive a 

Pick Set compact size makes it ideal as FREE High Perfonnance folder. 
a paperweight. 

#PX 10 Paper Weight 
Bud K #05 

Price 
$1495 BudK 

Price 
$1295 

or 2 for 
$2250 

No ship to 
CA or MA 
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ITEM# DESCRIPTION 

Shipping & Handling 

QTY. PRICE 

5.95 

I I 0 YES! Please send me the FREE Bud K Catalog. TOTAL 
I I 

ftredit Card Orders Dial Toll Free: Name I I 
I I 

' I I Address -800-240-8119 Ext SD I I 

: City SemJ Payment or request to: : 

: State Zip Bud K WW : 
: Vo1dwhereproh1btte<lbylaw Musl be21 loorder BudK doesnolwarranl lhal yoo P.O. Box 2768, Dept. SD7 : 
1 may purchase , possesorcarryknNesacx:ordmglo any Sta teor local~ws. Moultrie, GA 31776 1 
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Jimmy 's bar to say hello and catch up on the latest intell. He will be 
missed. (Notice courtesy John "Claymore" Kamens) 

LEM Blasts Clinton Praise of Brady Law 
Law Enforcement Alliance of America Executive Director Jim 

Fotis has questioned the sincerity of President Cl.inton in hailing the 
six-year anniversary of the passage of the Brady Bill. "We simply 
don't see the reason.ing behind hi s numbers," sa id Mr. Fotis. 
"President Clinton cla.ims that 470,000 felons have been stopped 
from purchasing a firearm, however, he does not say what happened 
to them. According to statistics of the BATF, only seven people have 
been prosecuted for attempting to illegally obtain a firearm . Once 
again, Clinton is using his smoke-and-mirrors trick to con people 
into believing that h.i s inflated figures are correct. Did this man ever 
learn to add when he was in school ? These numbers are as tTicky to 

figure out as his 100,000-cops scheme. 
"Instead of encouraging the Department of Justice to enforce the 

federal laws that currently exist to prohibit the sale of firearms to 
felons, Mr. Clinton decided to attack another branch of tl1e firearms 
division. Mr. Clinton should not criticize honest firearms dealers 
who are using the National Instant Check System (NICS), he should 
realize that these honest, law-abiding business people are trying to 
fo llow the tangled web of federa l legislat ion the Clinton 
Administration helped to create," said Mr. Fotis. 

"If Mr. Clinton is serious about prosecuting felons who attempt 
to illegally purchase firearms , he should encourage the federa l gov­
ernment and states throughout America to adopt laws like the one in 
the Commonwealtll of Virginia that mandates on-the-spot aiTest for 
felons caught trying to purchase a fireai·m," said Mr. Fotis . "This 
law wouldn't give a felon a second chance to attempt to make their 
purchase, it would put him behind bai·s where he belongs." 

"Mr. Clinton should stop giving lip service on public safety until he 
has a substantial record to back up what he 's saying," concluded Fotis. 

(With more than 65,000 members and supporters, the Law 
Enforcement Alliance of America is the nation 's largest coalition of 
law enforcement officers, crime vic tims, and concerned citizens 
dedicated to making America safer. ) 

Help Friends Find SOF 
Shelf-stockers sometimes have trouble figuring out that SOF is a 

miJjtary magazine, and when they see a man with a gun on the 
cover, they stick us with the gun magazines. Buyers, however, look 
for us in the military magazine section . Next time you fi nd SOF in 
with the gun magazines, and after you grab your copy, stick u over 
in tl1e mi li tary section. And of course, if you put us in the front of 
the rack, even better. If we keep doing this, the stocking clerks will 
eventually figure it out. If SOF is not on the racks, please ask the 
store manager why he/she isn' t carrying us. And thanks! ~ 

PROFESSIONAL LOCKSMITHING TOOLS 

14 

MONTHLY SPECIAL 
RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 

(INCLUDES 5 ITEMS) 
1-MD-16 DELUXE SET .. 
1- SCHALGE WAFER SET 

.$59.95 

.$29.95 
1-SESAMEE DECODER .................. . $17 .95 
1- WKS PICKS ........................ . $9.95 
1- DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS ......... . $19.95 

ftrnWt <+ 
W ... ""~" "'"" m 

MD-1 6 DELUXE SET I fl\'\ 

"'""" -
~CODER 

Catalog $3.00 - FREE with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery on 
personal check orders. 
Money Orders ship same day received. 

A VALUE OF $137.75 

' 

INCLUDES 4 ITEMS 
1-LOCKGUN 
1-ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 
1-SET OF WARDED KEYS 
1-COPY OF THE BOOK 

'LOCKPICKING SIMPLIFIED' 
A VALUE OF $124.40 

LOCKGUN ~-ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 

Send Payment To: 
STEVE ARNOLD'S GUN ROOM 

P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF3 
Dexter, OR 97431 
(541) 726-6360 

www.gun-room.com 9 All major credit cards accepted. 
~~r-eltililii!il~ 
~~~~~ 

The law requires all purchases be made in good faith, without 
make believe or fraud by genuine persons with in the industry. 

Postage & handling $6.00. Overseas postage add 
30% of total. Must be 18 years of age. 
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Life Jacket 
More portable than a safe, more protective than a trigger lock, the 

"Life Jacket," distributed by Brigade Quartermasters, clam-shells 
around the action and trigger area of most handguns, inerting the 
device to unauthorized hands. The tough polycarbonate shell , lined 

with poly foam, features a secure steel pin-tumber rotary-type lock. 
Small people - or large people with small brains - are effectively 
refused access to your handgun. The are potential benefits from this 
to both your gun and those in your household and, with our litigious 
legal climate, probably to your homeowner's insurance as well. 

An added feature is that they can be keyed in groups, so a depart­
ment, armory, family or other organization can double-secure but 
universally access a number of handguns. A new model will be out 
soon for rifles and shotguns. 

16 

Retailing for $19.95, the Life Jacket is distributed by Brigade 
Quartermasters, Dept. SOF, 1025 Cobb International Blvd .. , 
Kennesaw, GA 30152-4300; fax: 770-426-7211 ; phone: 770-426-
721 l ; or check their site on the internet at www.actiongear.com for a 
full line of outdoor, police/safety, military and action gear. 

Voice Recorder Case 
Next to a mini-cam, a voice recorder can be invaluable for mak­

ing an accurate record of events after - or even during - an inci­
dent. The small, new voice recorders are handy to use, but not nec­
essarily handy to carry with all the rest of the impedimenta on a duty 
belt these days. Michaels' of Oregon, one of our favorite innovators 
of practical duty gear, has introduced a voice recorder case with sev­
eral innovative features designed to protect the recorder while fac il­
itating street interviews and crime-scene investigations. 

If you want the BEST Value in Night Vision Syst~ms ... 

The BEST Riflescope. The 4X 
RAPTOR has 1,500 yard 
detection with a quarter moon! 

The World's Largest 
Stocking Distributor of 
Night Vision Devices 
for over 23 Years! 

Call for our Free catalog! 

The BEST Pocketscope. The 
American Eagle can be hand-held, 
head- or camera-mounted. The Model 
603U can identify a person at 200 
yards unaided on the darkest night! 

The BEST Single Tube Goggle. 
The GEN Ill 1700-4U can be 
used to see people moving at 
1,000 yards in starlight. 

-E!T High-Performing GEN II & 
GEN Ill Systems 

'1l-Limited 2-Year Warranty on 
All Night Vision Systems! 

'1i-Data Record Sheets Provided 
with ALL New Systems! 

'1i-Visit our website or call for 

Distributor of the Highest Quality Night Vision Systems in the World! 

equipment specifications & 
warranty details. 

PO Box 400 
Fogelsville, PA 18051-0400 

1 -800-797 -2849 
FAX 610-391-9220 

www.nightvis.com 
xcalibur@ptdprolog.net 
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Its unique wraparound des ign protects the recorder, while a 

Divix 

special cutaway ex poses the mi c and control s fo r 
efficient use without hav ing to remove the 

unit from the case. The reinforced 
fl ap features a covered snap 
and hook-and- loop closure for 
added security and protection. 

Michaels' new Vo ice 
Recorder Cases are ava il able in 

Cordura® nyl on, MIRAGE® 
plain nylon, and MIRAGE® bas­

ketweave nylon, to complement 
Michaels' duty belts and rigs. 

For the dealer nearest you, contact 
Michaels' of Oregon, Dept. SOF, Box 

1690, Oregon City, OR 
97045; phone: 503-655-

7964; or via e- mail to 
i nfo @michaels-oregon.com . 

Strolling around the green provides a suitable 
venue for hatching pl ots and admiring each other's 
shiny playthings. What better one-upsmanship than 
having the only switchbl ade divot tool in your gaggle 
of golfers, finely machined from stainless steel and 
aluminum by the premier automatic knife maker, GT 

Knives? Or, what better 
gift for your favo rite 
golfer - you know how 
they like toys, and that is 
what thi s is: a toy built 

li ke a tank, or maybe a Swiss watch? It also has a precise cigar cut­
ter, in case the Lewinsky affair hasn't put you off stogies. 

Now becoming avai lable at fi ne golf and pro shops, or direcly 
from the maker: GT Knives, Dept. SOF, 7734 Arjons Dr., San Diego, 
CA 92 126-4365; phone: 6 19-530-8766; fax: 6 19-530-8798. 

Heinie Leather's Illusion 
Although fine 

fe ll ows a ll , hol­
ster-makers must 
be a dense lot, 
s ince it 's taken 
them a co upl e 
hundred years to 
reali ze that women 
are built different. 
He ini e Leather 
Products now has 
avail able a new 
ho lster made 
spec ifica ll y for 
women. The new 
lllusionTM Holster 
is made fo r the 
act ive fe male 
shooter and co n­
toured to fit a 
wom an' s curves, 
mak ing it comfort­
able to wear and 
easy to use. 
Manufactured by 

'F1v1: srA1~ FITN1:ss -- Au·111-1ENr1c 11111L1rARv[f 1l;r 
1 

IS 

Ace the NAVY SEAL PFT! 
Achieve a 100% success rate with the revolutionary 

12 Weeks to BUDIS Workout. Guaranteed! 

Whether you want to be a 
NAVY SEAL or just be as 
tough as one ... you need 
this book and video. 
Covers strength, 
endurance, swimming, 
running, upper and lower 
body PT, abs, motivation, 
workout schedules ... the 
works. You'll be one 
strong, hard, and ripped 
frogman in no time. This 
is the exact program that 
has helped many men 
attain optimal fitness 
and make it to BUD/S. 
It really works! 

Call Now! 

ALSO AVAILABLIE 

The 0 ff icial 
Training 110111: · 
ot' the 
II S N 1n1y 
S 1:1\I.s 

If you want to train like a SEAL... 
you need this boot! It's the exact 
one used by Navy SEALS in BUD/S 
training! Lightweight, sturdy, 
comfortable. Great for work, 
weekends, paintball, too! Whole 
and half sizes, 7-12, 13, 14, 15. 
Med & Wide. Send Just $99 plus 
$8.95 shipping. Order 2 pairs for 
just $89 each. 
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ARE YOU BEING ''BUGGED?,, 
~/ 

WORLD'S BEST 

EVEN AS YOU READ THIS, countless individuals and firms are 
being enormously damaged by having their private conversations 
overheard, monitored, andlor recorded. 
Almost without ex.ception and AFTER the fact, the victims make a 
statement something along the lines of "But, I never thought it 
could happen to MEI 

Counter-Surveillance Device 
ULTIMATE IN 11BUG 11 DETECTION EQUIPMENT 

11 DEBUGS 11 ROOMS AND TELEPHONES! 
. If you require GUARANTEE~TECTION against electronic 

telephone monitoring devices and COMPLETE CONFIDENTIAL 
PRIVACY in certain rooms and areas, we highly recommend the 
COUNTER-SURVEILLANCE DETECTOR CSD-18. 

EXTREME SENSITIVITY! 

CONDUCT A PROFESSIONAL 

This is our finest piece of detection equipmentl The CSD-18 
quickly locales electronic eavesdropping devices in telephones, 
homes, ottices, vehicles, boats, or concealed on the body. ll will 
actualty pick up many eavesdropping transmitters at ranges up 
to 25 ttl Extreme sensitivrty is obtained via ultra-efficient 
amplfficalion circuitry directly following the RF detection stages. 
Excellent quality dynamic headphones exclude all external 
sounds lo further enhance detector output. 

'G · SEARCH ... ANYTIME ... ANYWHERE! Encompassing an extremely wide-band frequency coverage of 
under 1 Mhz lo over 3 Ghz, the CSD-18 quickly "homes-in" on any 
eavesdropping transmitter and immediately pinpoints its location . 
The closer you gel to the "bug', the further the needle moves lo 
the right. It's as simple as lhal. 

- ~j Every newspaper and magazine article and every radio and TV 
_ .• story discussi~g some new episode involving "Bugging• devices, 

, continues to mcrease the ever growing demand for electronic 
1-, Counter-Surveillance "Sweeps" and equipment The very limited 

-" supply of competently trained and equipped Counter-Surveillance 
specialists has created a situation where "sweep" rates exceeding $250 per hour 
are now considered reasonable and appropriate. 

This is an exciting , immensety interesting and profitable field that you can enter with 
a minimum investment. Two hours actual practice with the CSD-18 will have you 
"reading" and "clearing" telephones and rooms with professional ease and 
competence. The average fee for "debugging" a single telephone ts over $200.00 
It requires about 45 minutes to complete the job and once it gets around that YOU 
can provide this service, you'll quickly have more clients than you can handle. 

FULL RANGE 
DYNAMIC 

HEADPHONES 

"FLASHING" LED WARNS YOU INSTANTLY! 

• --
And, for maximum telephone security, the CSD-18 automalicalty 
anatyzes a pre-programmed series of electronic measurements 
along the telephone line and converts the anatysis into an easy to 
follow, step by step, lest procedure. No technical knowledge is 
required or necessary. A visual indication (via a ftashing LED) 
immediatety reveals the presence of the various types of telephone 
"laps" and the flashing sequence identifies lhe actual type of 
eavesdropping device. 

Even if you choose to provtde "sweeps" for onty a small number of friends and 
associates , your initial investment will quickty be returned many times over. DETECTS THE LATEST "SUPER-BUGS" 

FREE WITH ORDER! 

SUBMINIATURE "BODY WIRE/ 
DETECTOR! :--..._'I) 

If you fear the possibility of I . .--
being overheard and/or --
recorded during private - •· 
conversations and require ·~ -, 
"silent" notification, we've .·. -" 
also included our SBD-5 (regularly $225) as 
a FREE GIFTI Only 3" x 2" x 1", this exciting 
_new development in micro-miniaturization will 
instantly detect hidden body wires at ranges 
up to 10 ft and alert you via a silent vibration. 

BIG MONEY OPPORTUNITIES! 
Also, complete information describing the 
fantastic opportunities now open to trained 
Counter-Surveillance technicians and how a 
number of individuals are reaping a Bonanza 
in th is booming business/ You'll learn exactty 
how the ever increasing use of Electronic 
Listening Devices by investigative agencies, 
government agencies, jealous suitors and 
unscrupulous business competitors, etc. has 
created huge demand for this service. 

FASCINATING HI-TECH 
INFORMATION PACKAGE! 

Exclusive GSS proprietary circuitry assures the utmost privacy protection possible 
today. The CSD-18 detects even the very latest ultra-sophisticated eavesdropping 
devices specffically designed lo defeat detection, including sophisticated ~requency 
Hoppers· and "Burst Bugs•. Also includes multi-line option for testing business phones. 

While most individuals are now somewhat guarded in their 
telephone conversations, they still rather naively feel secure in 
the •privacy• of their own home or office. However, the most 
common type of i.ap• presently used by eavesdroppers now 
picks up ALL SOUNDS AND CONVERSATION WITHIN A 
ROOM .. WITH THE TELEPHONE STILL ON THE HOOK! 

Due to this devastating capability, this infinity" tap (variously 
referred lo as Infinity Transmitter, Hookswitch Bypass, 3rd 
Wire, Harmonica Bug, etc.) has become the "bug of choice-

In flagrant violation of federal law prohibiting their use and 
sale, these devices in various forms are openly advertised in 
many technical publications for as lrtlle as $30. Lrterally 
thousands of these devices are now in the hands of 
unscrupulous individuals all over the country I 

ln response to this ever-growing threat, a uniquety engineered 
feature of the CS0·18 now afso detects Infinity type devices 
anywhere "down the line•. 

In other words, ff ANYONE ... ANYWHERE ... is utilizing the 
telephone tip and/or ring wires to monitor your private room 
conversations while your telephone is on the hook, you'll 
immediatety be made aware of it via a flashing LEO\ 

100% POSITIVE INDICATION 

MAXIMUM PROTECTION 
The CSD-18 detects and locates ALL major 

categories of s urveillance equipment inc luding : 
TELEPHONE RECORDING DEVICES 

ALL TYPES OF CONCEALED TRANSMITIERS 
BUMPER BEEPER TRACKING DEVICES 
ALL SERIES & PARALLEL PHONE TAPS 

INFINITY, LASER, MICRO-WAVE TRANSMITIERS 
including Video, Computer and Fax Transmitters 

CSD-18 $ 4 9 5 Complete! 
See our Website 

www.spy-city.com 

Includes headphones, antenna/probe, all plugs and 
adapters, batteries, the Free SBD-5 & Info Packages. 

HOW TO ORDER 
Order NOW by Mail or Telephone. 10 DAY MONEY 
BACK GUARANTEE if you're not 100% pleased and 
completely satisfied. We pay shipping charges on 
all prepaid & credit card orders. Add $15 for CODs. 

A detailed anatysis of a variety of extremety 
fascinat ing hi-tech devices and procedures 
used for ultra-sophisticated audio and video 
eavesdropping including micro-wave and The CSD-18 also flawlessly detects "Series" and "Parallel" G S h T 
laser device monrtoring; new methods for telephone transmitters and "Telephone Recording Devices". (C) 2000 re at OUt ern echno}ogy 
listening thru walls ; all about scramblers, And, a separate feature silently indicates when extension • _ Mail Order Division _ 
voice changers and exactly how neighbors phones are picked up or being used. The CSD-18 completely • • p 0 Box 1219. Carrollton . GA 30117 
eavesdrop. How missing persons are found, eliminates all doubt and guesswork. , ••• ""'.,.,...-------
confidential data banks are broken into, lie XCLUSI E I !i.S:2J!!f 

detectors deceived and much morel E V "LISTEN-IN" FEATURE! ~T1s1"'1jfi'l!f.:W CALL TOLL FREE 
The CSD-18 will even allow you lo 11slen-in" lo exactly what 

A comprehensive ;nformation package the eavesdropper IS surreplrtlOUSly monrtoring And, without ORDER m 1·11r1•:&Lw .... ,r1r11 
ex~~i~::n~K~~cfn~~~'r!~~~9°[~~~~~~~- the eavesdropper ever becoming aware that he has been ~ · .... T~.l 
Reads like a James Bond novel. with one det~ctedl_ Wear~ unaware~~ ANY other detection equipment BY [jp 1 liillllllilili\ / - "' - .... < , • • - - .' 1 
;mport~nt excepLion .. . ITS NOT FICTIONI having lh1s combined capabilrty AT ANY PRICEI PHONE - l VISA liMasterCa•d" , ' : 

L~t;;;;;.fillllllilllllllllliiiliiiiiiii~I..:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: '~1 
• '-- I Dealers Welcome - • 

1 
- - - -
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Lou Alessi from top-grain cowhide and stitched with nylon thread , 
the UlusionTM is intended fo r Ml911 style pi stol s of Comrnander­
length or less. 

Contact Heinie Specialty Products, Dept. SOF, 301 Oak Street, 
Quincy, IL 62301 ; phone: 217-228-9500; fax: 217-228-9502. 

Worst-Case Scenario Survival Handbook 
Nearly 180 pages of immediate-action drill s fo r when every­

thing goes to hell in a handbasket (SOF ed itors a ll keep a copy on 
their desk at all times). Succinct overviews and pithy, pract ical 
courses of action from legion experts-in-their-fi elds, to fi ght 
Murphy at least to a draw: how to fe nd off a shark, how to jump 
fro m a moving car, how to deliver a baby in a taxi, how to escape 
killer bees, how to wrestle a gator, how to get out of qui.cksand , 
how to land a plane, how to hot-wire a car, how to ram a car, how 
to jump from a building into a dumpster, how to leap from a 
Harley onto a car, what to do when your chute fa il s to open, how 
to jump from a bridge or c li ff into the water, how to maneuver 
atop a moving train and get inside - even how to perform a tra­
cheotomy or wi n a swordfight and survive dozens of other poten­
tia l tragedies from avalanches to earthquakes. Aficionados in 
some fields might quibbl e over certain techniques, but for the 
amount of ground thi s compact vo lume covers in dealing with 
dozens and dozens of wors t-case scenarios in common-sense 
fas hion, it's well worth havin g. Odds are good you ' ll. meet more 
than one of the situations during your life, and the time spent 
studying thi s volume may turn out to be some of the best time you 
ever invest. If nothing else, it makes you think out your opti ons 
beforehand, so you have a plan. Manual bound , $14.95 - and 
well worth it. 

Chronicle Books, Dept. SOF, 85 Second Street, Sixth Floor, San 
Francisco, CA 94105; phone: 415-537-4257; fax 415-537-4470; or 
on the web at www.chronbooks.com . 

Utili-Key-The Smallest Utility Tool 
Part of the utility of multi-tools, especially the micros, is having 

them with you when needed. Before the Utili-Key, the smallest 
micros would fit on a key ring and took up about as much space as 
a watch fob. The beauty of the Utili-Key is that it only takes up as 
much space as a key - and you'll never notice just one more. 

Although engineered for absolute minimum bulk, the Utili -Key 
(as all Swiss-Tech tool s) is robust and 
designed for serious work. The Utili-Key fea­
tures the five tools most likely to be needed: a 
small straight/serrated sheepsfoot blade, a #1 
square-bar screwdriver, a micro Phillips driver, 
a micro eye-glass screwdriver and a cap lifter. 
In an emergency, creative buggery will come up 
with other uses, such as a wire cutter. Note that 
the razor-sharp blade is positively masked when 
folded, and is safe in your pocket, and when 
the dev ice is closed around your key ring it is 
securely locked on. The lifetime warranty 
has a guaranteed 5-day turnaround. 

Clever, functional, safe: any key ring 
that doesn' t have one is empty. 

LKL Innovations, Dept. SOF, 8613 
East Ave., Mentor, OH 44060; phone: 
888-794-7732; fax: 440-974-7655; 
check out the Swiss Tech website: 
www.swisstechtools.com . ~ 

PROFESSIONAi. l.OCKSMITHING TDDl.S 

MONTHLY SPECIAL 
RECEIVE A COMBINATION SET 

(INCLUDES 5 ITEMS) 
1-MD-16 DELUXE SET .. .$59.95 
1- SCHALGE WAFER SET .$29.95 
1-SESAMEE DECODER .......... . .. . .... . $17.95 
1- WKS PICKS ................ . ....... . $9.95 
1- DOUBLE SIDED TUMBLER PICKS ......... . $19.95 

~ <+ 
~ .. "'"~" "'"" m 

MD-16 DELUXE SET /II\"\ 

""""" -
~CODER 

Catalog $3.00 - FREE with order. 
Allow three weeks delivery on 
personal check orders. 
Money Orders ship same day received. 

A VALIJE OF $137.75 

' 

INCLUDES 4 ITEMS 
1-LOCKGUN 
1-ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 
1-SET OF WARDED KEYS 
1-COPY OF THE BOOK 

'LOCKPICKING SIMPLIFIED' 
A VALUE OF $124.40 

LOCKGUN rn• ESP 13 LOCKSMITHING KIT 

Send Payment To: 
STEVE ARNOLD'S GUN ROOM 

P.O. Box 68, Dept. SF3 
Dexter, OR 97431 
(541) 726-6360 

www.gun-room.com G All major credit cards accepted. 
~I ~i-iiii!\I ~~ 
~~~~~ 

The law requires all purchases be made in good faith, without 
make believe or fraud by genuine persons within the industry. 

Postage & handling $6.00. Overseas postage add 
30% of total. Must be 18 years of age. 
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UNITED STATES 
China nuke fiasco: Wen Ho Lee pleads not guilty to charges he improperly handled 
national nuclear weapons secrets at the Los Alamos National Labs in New Mexico. A 
federal magistrate ordered Wen Ho Lee to remain in custody until his trial. •Military 
gays: Democratic presidential contender Al Gore calls for end to military's confusing 
"Don't ask, don't tell" policy toward homosexuals. Clinton criticizes the policy, which 
he inspired, as ineffectual. Defense Secretary Cohen orders 90-day review of policy. 
Critics continue to claim the policy doesn't work, and has given false hope to gays 
wis.hing to serve in military. Congressional hurdles expected to delay any change of 
policy. • End of Catch-22: Author of classic World War 11 novel Catch-22, Joseph 
Heller, dies at home in East Hampton, N.Y., of apparent heart attack. He was 76. 

FRANCE 
Slick move: Oil tanker breaks up in storm, leaking 8 million 
gallons of crude 60 miles south of Brest. Crew of 26 suc­
cessfully rescued . Spill is slightly smaller than Exxon Valdez, 
which carried 11 million gallons of oil. • "What does this 
mean?": French government requests that U.N. resolution 
to revive arms inspections in Iraq be made clearer. Paris 
moved after U.S. officials persuaded Russia to abstain. 

RUSSIA 
Chechen war: War continues in Chechnya, 
with Russian forces claiming advance into 
Chechen capital , Grozny. Chechen forces 
vow to keep fighting, and claim success in 
pushing Russians back. Russian army offi­
cials claim anti-Western sentiments flour­
ish, and may be surpassing hostilities held 
during cold war. Some Russian officers 
believe brief bombing ceasefire against 
Grozny in December would give rebels 
time to dig in or escape Russian encir­
clement. Chechen president says from 
Grozny that only outside mediation could 
force Russia into peace deal. Moscow con­
tinues to reject all such outside pressure. 

KOSOVO 
Power-share: U.N. officials sign 
power-sharing deal with ethnic 
Albanians, though no Serb representa­
tives attended ceremony. Serb officials 
denounce deal , saying it serves only to 
loosen Belgrade's rule of the province. 



Those intelligent Chinese: U.S. officials worry about what China might know, as more is 
discovered about the type and extent of information Wen Ho Lee downloaded. Much of the 
information, officials have learned, was outside of the suspected spy's area of responsibil­
ity, meaning the damage to U.S./Chinese re lations, and U.S. security, may be far worse than 
was initially feared. • "One country, two systems": Falun Dafa followers hold symposium 
in Hong Kong , testing China's "One country, two systems" policy. Joseph Prueher, new U.S. 
ambassador to China, arrives in Beijing. • Flag burning is not a commie value: Hong 
Kong 's highest court rules that desecrating Chinese flag is a crime, bowing to Beijing in 
another sensitive case. In another bow to communists , Hong Kong also began rounding up 
migrants from the mainland. • Let's make a deal: U.S. and China reach accord on com­
pensation for 8 May NATO bombing of Beijing's embassy in Serbia. China will get $28 mil­
lion. U.S. will receive $2.9 million for subsequent attack on its embassy in Beijing. 

Painful price for peace: Barak wins backing from 
Israeli parliament for opening talks with Syria. Vote 
of 47-31 in the Knesset, with 24 abstentions, high­
lights deep divisions over what prime minister calls 
"painful" price of peace with Syria, understood to 
mean the return of the Golan Heights. Opponents 
accuse Barak of setting precedent by trading land 
for promises of security. Barak visits Washington 
for high-level, unprecedented talks with Syria's for­
eign minister. Thousands of Golan Heights settlers 
and supporters protest this, demonstrating routine­
ly outside parliament, promising to not leave their 
homes without bitter fight. Israel says a Golan 
Heights pullout would affect some 17,000 settlers. 

TURKEY 
Joining EU: EU accepts Turkey as candidate member dur­
ing summit, and Ankara pledges to clean up its human 
rights record , work to abolish death penalty and reduce 
tensions with Greece and Cyprus. Official membership is 
years away, so promises are expected to be kept. 

SERBIA 
Authoritarian rule: President Slobodan Milosevic and wife 
Mira Markovic continue crack down on opponents, tightening 
control over Yugoslavia's political scene in moves that critics 
call a march toward unbridled authoritarian rule. Milosevic is 
aided by $100 million from China and gas deals with Russia, 
Iraq and Libya. Milosovic has ousted judges he doesn't like, 
charged disgruntled army reservists with war crimes, and 
slapped crippling fines on media with Draconian press laws. 



A Limp-Wristed Lie 
When it gets right down to it, Cl in ton's "Don' t ask, don ' t te ll " 

policy was always based in his fundamental va lue system of lie, 
deceive, hide, disguise and "Don't tell ," mean ing "Don ' t tell the 
truth." Yet somehow, most Americans were willing to accept thi s 
policy as an acceptable means of dealing with the dilemma that 
some gay Americans really do want to serve their country in the mi l­
itary, despite the obv ious and legitimate practical and tactical issues 
involved with it. 

Nobody with any background or experti se pertaining to the mi l­
itary believed such a policy of decept ion woul d work. Gays are dis­
criminated agai nst in the military not because peop le know they are 
gay, but because they are gay and their li festy les eventually lead to 
irreconcilable conflicts with thei r heterosexual peers . It's rea lity, 
and that's something Clinton has never been quite fond of. 

As result of his "Don't ask, don't tell the truth" policy, many 
unsuspecting gays were deceived during the ' 90s into thinking the 
military was welcoming them on board. When confronted with 
truth, they were often left hurt, angry and disappointed. That's what 
happens to most people who are lied to, and to ld to lie. 

Now that Clinton is poli tically out of the woods, facing no re­
election and a short enough stint that nothing could remove him 
from office, he's decided to tell the tru th about "Don't ask, don't 

PLCE Rucksack 1251tr 
£ 170.00 

Also avail. Soldier 2000 
patrol pack £75.00 

Soldier '95 PLCE DPM Tactical 
Assualt Vest £ 125.00 - All types 
of webbing stocked. 

tell." Gee, I guess it really doesn' t work, was the underlying mes­
sage in a radio interview with CBS News. Clinton told the network 
he agrees with Hillary Rodham Clinton's comments that the policy 
did not work as intended . 

It 's nice that Clinton is wi lling to face real ity, now that it's too 
late to he lp those who were harmed by hi s policy. But saying it did 
not work "as intended" is also a deception. Clinton isn't stupid, and 
he was told it wouldn ' t work by all leading military experts includ­
ing Genera l Colin Powell. He knew the policy would backfire on 
gays, but he didn 't care. After all , that wouldn ' t be di scovered until 
late in his second term, at which point the big lie would become a 
big "oops" that had helped him for most of eight years. 

Today, C lin ton re-exam ines the policy only because of the case 
of the U.S. Army so ldier convicted of the baseball-bat murder of 
Barry Winchell , a gay infantryman. It's time for CEnton to apolo­
gize to Winchell 's family. Clinton probably expected his deceptive 
pol icy of the lie wou ld get someone killed. He obviously didn' t care. 

Popularity, At A Cost To The Poor 
Clinton plans to launch a nationwide class-action suit against 

gunmakers in the wake of the recent rash of school shootings. He 
plans to file suit through the Department of Housing and Urban 
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How To Win Every Fight And Never Feel Fear ... I Guarantee To Show You .•• 

How To Expose 'The Biggest Lie 01 Fighting' 
Plusl How To Eradicate 

The Paralyzing Emotion DI Fear Forever! 
Reap The Benefits Of Scientific Research In Just Hours, Not Years And Be UNDEFEATABLE In Every 
Aspect Of Life! 

Sounds Too Good To Be True? Call 800-897-5492 And Get Your FREE Report Now! You Have Nothing To Lose ... Except Your Fear!!! 
Warning: You must be 18 years or older to receive this Special Report 

Dear Friend, 
Did you know it is possible right now to pos­

sess MORE real fighting knowledge than the most 
'Grandmasters' in any martial art? In fact knowing 
these closely guarded secrets instantly allows you to 
defeat any opponent. .. regardless of your size or 
strength. More importantly did you also know these 
secrets completely eliminate any feelings of FEAR? 
Yeah right, you say? Who could possibly have the 
balls to make that bold, seemingly outrageous state­
ment? Well, I'm about to introduce you to a man 
who's made bis livelihood for the last twenty years 
proving that the biggest lie out there is that it takes 
years to become a deadly fighter. · 

In Mere Hours My Men Were 
Destroying 'Gurus' With 20 Years In The 

Martial Arts 
I'm a former Navy SEAL (the US Navy's Elite 

Commandos) and in 1987 we were introduced to 
one Jeny Lee Peterson. This guy came to us from 
some, let's just say, 'highly credible' sources within 
our government At the time the SEAL's were 
searching to standardize the way they taught hand­
to-hand fighting to the hard charging SEAL combat 
platoons. We faced the same problems you face 
today; we didn't have twenty years to become 
effective fighters. Our guys needed a program, 
which got them to fight with or without weapons 
and guaranteed they could not be defeated, no mat­
ter what the attacker knew about fighting. It needed 
to be quickly learned and easily retained, based on 
natural body movement and had to work regardless 
of me or strength. 

Needless to say EVERY martial art and fight­
ing system we tested (and we tested them all: 
Karate, Kung Fu, Jlill, Jui Jistu, Sambo ... ) all 
failed the test They either took way to long to learn, 
could not handle modern weapons, failed against 
multiple attackers or required excessive athletic 
coordination. More importantly these 'arts' or 
'sports' were all DEFENSIVE in nature, a term we 
didn't know was a problem ... until we met Jerry. 

This guy comes in and takes 14 SEALs with 
very little hand-to-hand experience and announces 
after a few hours of training them we could put his 
guys up against the most highly experienced fight­
~ of the SEAL Teams. I mean some of these 
'gurus' had been trained practically from birth in the 
martial arts. These dudes were feared within the 
tight community of the SEALs and anyone who has 
spent anytime around the '"Teams" knows SEAL's 
fear next to nothing. But Peterson insisted and the 
demo went on; to the amazement of all in atten­
dance the Peterson-trained SEAL operator 
DESTROYED each and every of the 'gurus' quick­
b'. and effectively. Not only that, these guys easily 
adapted whether the attackers used fists, kicks, 
grapples, chokes or weapons ... it just didn't matter. 
Jerry's fighters seemed to just focus on taking out 

the attacker (more about this in the FREE report). 
And you too can be just like the Peterson-trained 
SEAL commandos, when your armed with the 
knowledge of his AMAZINGLY effective yet sim­
ple to learn fighting system (more on that later). 

The One True Ultimate Fighting 
System 

So who is this Jerry Peterson dude and what 
can bis revolutionary fighting system do for YOU? 
Only give you the confidence to never waste anoth­
er day of your life fearing another man. Ya see this 
system of his wasn't developed by some ancient 
'grandmaster' with some mystical (or should I say 
questionable) background. Nor was it something 
that was watered down into some 'ultimate competi­
tion' that pretends to be real yet has rules and a ref. 
No this system was developed in the harsh jungle 
combat of the Vietnam War. That's where a 19-year­
old soldier was literally dropped into a horrific fire­
fight after only his 3rd day 'in country' (as they say) 
and what did he do? He felt the paralyzing fear of 
imminent death taking hold of him ... why? Because 
the 'combat training' he had received failed him ... 
he was waiting for someone, anyone to tell him 
what to do, to lead him, yet no one did. So if he was 
going to survive this, it was up to him and guess 
what he did? He got mad, I mean hellfire and brim­
stone MAD, and right then and there promised him­
self he would never wait for another man to tell him 
what to do. He then looked and found the enemy 
who pinned them down, CHARGED and took them 
out in one smooth action. That was the dawn of 
Special Combat Reactionary Systems (SCARS®). 

You Now Live The Fearless Life With 
The Offensive Mindset™ 

That 19-year-old kid was Jerry Lee Peterson. 
He went on to serve 2 tours as a 'pointman' with 
l 73rd Airborne Charlie Company. That unit is cred­
ited by historians as seeing some of the MOST 
fierce combat of that war and Peterson arguably 
held the most dangerous job at 'point'. It was in 
those jungles that he saw what a defensive mindset 
did to men, how it caused them to freeze and die. 
He survived numerous overrun situations (where the 
enemy outnumbers and actually ovelTIIDS you) 
requiring hand-to-hand and hand-to-weapon killing. 
This was due to the revelation of what he was later 
to call the Offensive Mindset The ability not to 
worry or fear what your enemy may do to you and 
only focus on what you are going to do to him 

Have You Ever Felt Fear? 
If you have ever felt even a TWINGE of fear in 

any potentially violent confrontation, if you have 
been training in a 'sport-fighting' or a competition­
based system, PLEASE don't risk freezing in a real 
life and death struggle. You need to see this FREE 
special report. You need to get the full story on 
SCARS and the Offensive Mindset. Because what 

your learn in martial arts or 'sportfighting' may get 
you killed. And for those of you who don't think 
they have time to learn to live a fearless life I'm 
here to tell you can, IN A FEW SHORT HOURS, 
completely change the way you view the world and 
never fear any man from that day on. 

Fighting Is Fighting 
With Or Without Weapons 

With SCARS you get THE complete fighting 
system. That's punching, kicking, throwing, grap­
pling, joint locks that utilize ALL your natural body 
weapons. Standing up or on the ground, whether 
it's 1 attacker or 3, whether they or you have 
weapons ... THE SCARS principles WORK 
regardless of the threat You'll get the benefit of the 
$2.5 million dollars that was spent on the academic 
research and the empirical data from real combat 
that's behind the SCARS program. The SEALs 
thought so highly of SCARS they had Jerry design 
3 official courses for the SEALs and create a train­
er program, which produced over 200 military 
SCARS Instructors (get the FREE report for all the 
details). You'll possess more fighting knowledge 
less than the top two tenths of one percent of the 
fighting world currently has and you'll get it in a 
~usable format You won't need to rely on 
strength or athletic coordination when you combine 
the Offensive Mindset with the secrets of 
Autokinematics™ (sorry, no time to explain 
Autokinematics call for the report). This is what 
you want, this is fighting the way it should. and 
now CAN be quickly and easily learned. Maybe 
these claims are too much for you, maybe you 
think this is just advertising hype and SCARS is 
just a bunch of BS. Well we'll make it easy to find 
out for yourself because ... 

The Call ls Free The Report Is Free 
Listen SCARS will change your life and 

to find out more all you have to do is call 
our 24hr toll free recorded m~e 

1-800-897-5492 
and leave your name to get your FREE 
REPORT. International call 602-437-3143. 
Get what up to now only the elite members of 
the US and NATO Special Operations 
Community and Federal Agents and some big 
city SWAT teams have received (clients like: 
US Navy SEAL Teams, Army Green Berets, 
members of DELTAforce and SEAL TEAM 
SIX, USMC Force Recon, FBI, DEA, 
Treasury ••• ) You have nothing to lose and 
everything to gain. Become what most fight­
ers can only dream of being; a true man of 
action, a man without the heavy burden of 
bear holding him back. Call NOW! You have 
only your life to lose if you don't. 

If you are on the Internet check out our site at www.scars.com serving you the world over 24f1 
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Development, on behalf of federa lly financed housing projects, 
where he says gun violence is out of control. 

Survey after survey, snidy after study, show that more guns in 
crime-blighted areas result in less crime. It's simple: M urderous 
criminals pay no attention to gun laws, but their victims do. 

Again, Clinton isn ' t stupid . He knows gu n control will on ly 
make for more victims in the ghetto. If his real objective were 
to protect the innocent, he ' d stop tryi ng to regulate guns out of 
their hands. 

But that's not his objective. Rather, his objective is to be popu­
lar among the masses of voters not privy to what he knows. He, and 
other knee-jerk politicians like him, have promised that a few more 
government controls on guns will stop the violence. 

Clinton knows better. He knows gun control on ly increases vio­
lence. It's a fact proven time and time again in this culture. Clinton 
doesn ' t care. He only cares about himself. His lawsuit, if successful, 
will make it difficult for innocent inner-city residents to obtain 
weapons of se lf defense. As a result, they will be more likely to die 
at the hands of thieves. Clinton knows this, and he doesn't care. 

The Clinton Calendar 
Ask Bill Clinton what day it is, and you might get two different 

answers. He might say Monday, and then realize you really wish it 
were Friday. So he' ll te ll you it is, in a way, Friday. Then, hopeful ­
ly, you wi ll love him for saying what you wanted to hear. 

That's what Clinton has done with the calendar. Clinton hosted a 
blowout White House party to celebrate the new millennium. 
Strangely, however, he doesn 't believe a new millennium started 
with the year 2000. 

According to the Gregorian calendar, which begins the Christian 
era at the year I A.D., the Third Mi llennium begins on 200 I . In an 
interview last December, Clinton said he sided with the Gregorian 
calendar. 
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As for when to celebrate: "Maybe I can do it twice, and I'll be 
president of two millennial changes," Clinton said. 

We can hear it now. "My term's over, and I' m out of office. But 
I' m rea lly still the president, you know. It kind of depends on how 
you interpret the phrases 'two terms,' and ' eight years."' 

Now Theyre A Threat 
President Clinton has voiced concern over the growing Chinese 

missile threat to Taiwan, including construction of two short-range 
bases near the island. He called the buildup of tension on both sides 
"unnecessary and counterproductive." 

No, Mr. President, it's far worse than that. The Chinese missile 
threat is an ominous threat to world peace. 

C linton's mere acknowledgment of this, though minimized, 
reflects the fact he has no future campaign to worry about. If this 
were his first term, Clinton would be silent - while building a cam­
paign with Chinese cash. ~ 
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by Yves-Michel Dumond 

PART I 

"SAIGON (UPI) - We heard 
the North Vietnamese soldiers mak­
ing their way down the underground 
tunnel that led to our bunker. We 
scrambled out through the sand­
bagged embrasures and came face 
to face with an J 8-year-old North 
Vietnamese soldier training his AK-
47 on us. Our hands went up. My 
camera was sti ll in my right hand 

Edi/or's nole: 11'.~funny how lives converge. I had the 
privilege of being an SF medic al Loe Ninh (A-331 ), dur­
ing 1968-69. Yves-Michel ("Mick") Dumond, this article 's 
autho1; and SF Major Mark Smith (Ret.), aka Zippo, a 
principal player in This piece, also spent Time there - bu! 
in situa/ions infinitely 111ore harrowing than mine. 1 was 
lucky. 1 departed my A-camp via FAC en route To my 
DEROS. Mick and Mark depar!ed in a bloody and desper­
ate E & E, and were soon captured by the invading NVA. 
In late 1999, both men. returned to Loe Ninh - where they 
found tha! old animosilies die hard. - Tom Reisinger 

plantation owner who warned that 
"There is a big concentration of VC 
around Loe Ninh. You should not go 
there, guys." But we drove on. 

Colonel Schott, chief U.S. advi­
sor to the 9th, was there to welcome 
us. Colonel Vinh, CO of the 9th 
Regiment, was there too but was 
incensed that I had arrived and 
ordered that I depart at once. Major 

and I started snapping pictures one-handed. They would have been 
rare pictures - two Americans with their hands up. But the fost 
thing my captors did was to take away all my cameras and film." 

-Yves-Michel Dumond 
Loe Ninh, Republic of South Vietnam 
7 April 1972 

His name is "Mick" Dumond and he had been a world-class 
skier for France. Mick was one of that special breed of war corre­
spondent - a true adventurer. He did not care to hang out at the 
Caravelle Hotel and get his stories from the "five o' c lock follies" at 
MACY. He had a sense of justice coupled with his desire for adven­
ture. You couldn' t bullshit Mick and he didn ' t 
try to b.s. you. His job and mine were different, 
but he was a friend. We did the bars of Cholon 
and Tu Do Street together - and we did war 
together .... 

- Maj. Mark Smith, USA (Ret.) 

3-4 April 1972: At 0600, just when the cur­
few ended, I readied myself to leave my flat in 
Saigon. I drove my convertible through 
Saigon's outskirts on my way to Lai Khe, 
ARYN 5th Division headquarters. 

I went to the 0-Club to meet "Zippo," my 
old friend, American Captain Mark Smith. He 
knew my desire to go to Loe Ninh where the 
ARYN 9th Regiment was based. Trouble was 
expected, likely major trouble. My request for ' 
authorization to travel to Loe Ninh was denied 
by Captain Kuy - but Zippo was optimistic. 

"Don' t worry, 'Frenchie,' you ' ll go with 
me. I'm going to ask Colonel Schott, but it' ll be 
OK." 

Ed Carlson, another American advisor, was to have his going-away 
blast that night and would be out of there in the morning for a 
reunion with his wife in Bangkok. Sergeant LuU, another American, 
was half-way through his Vietnam tour. 

I didn ' t want to leave. My job as a journalist was to face danger. 
If Loe Ninh were to come under attack, so be it. 

Thirty-five T-54 tanks from the 203rd NVA Ta1Jk Regiment were 
spotted near Alpha Base, just north of Loe N inh and elements of the 
5th VC Division and 9th NVA Division were filtering into the AO. 

Something big and omi nous was in the wind. 
That night cognac was poured and Carlson's party went well and 

broke up about midnight. Carlson's mind was already in Thailand, 

The road between Lai Khe and Loe Ninh 
was dangerou and en route we met a French VC troop inside the wire at Loe Ninh, the camp's 105 now in enemy hands. 
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Detail map showing Loe Ninh in proximity 
to Saigon and Cambodia. 

and Zippo was in great shape, very upbeat. 
Colonel Yinh still glared at me. Defense 
plans had been formulated so all we could 
do was wait and see how the enemy's hand 
would play out. 

Before retiring, I went outside for 
some fresh air. In the soft moonlight, I 
could see the rubber trees. The night, for 
now, was still. 

5 Apri l 1972, 0530: "VC shoot! VC 
shoot!" The shocks of explosions rocked our 
small base - and Major Carlson wore a 
look of worry and frustration. Red dust shot 
through an air vent as a 122mm rocket 
slammed in very near to our position. 

"Frenchie, you' re gonna have a great 
scoop!" crowed Zippo, who then was off 
to the command bunker and on the radio 
giving non-stop sitreps to General 
Holl ingsworth, chief U.S. advisor in lTI 
Corps, and requesti ng immediate air sup­
port. Only 100 troops were with us to 
defend the base, but recon patrols had been 
recalled and were dashing to make it inside 
our perimeter. Even if they arrived, how­
ever, we were badly outnumbered - by 
about 200 to 1 . 

After joining Zippo, Lull, Col. Vinh, 
Carl son and Schott in the command 
bunker, I bolted outside to shoot some 
quick photos and then sprinted back in. 
The mortars and rockets were raining 
down on us in non-stop torrents. I dashed 
out again, this time to our firebase where 
the 105- and 155mm howitzers were 

Continued on page 73 
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On Your Knees 
When di scussing marksmanship and tactics, most peo­

ple consider position firing a rifle " thing." Jn 
reality, using any weapon in modified pos itions can offer a more sta­
ble platform while taki ng advantage of available cover in potenti al 
host il e environments. If we specifica lly address ri fles, I consider 
basic rifle firing positi ons to be off-hand, kneeling and prone. 

Kneeling, being one of these three bas ic positions offers a wide 
degree of latitude in range or tactical applications. There are three 
vari ations of kneeling, each with a positi ve slant on stabili zing the 
operator fi ring platfo rm to a certain degree, while offering a reduced 
target to opponents. In order of stability, braced kneeling would 
come fi rst. 

Braced kneeling is the premeditated version of the kneeling pos i­
tions and can be very stable. Because of contact points between 
knees and elbows it requires some setup time. Braced kneeling is 
acquired by placing the opposite foo t fo rward and slightly across the 
Line of march. The body is then lowered with the bent right knee 
directed to the right at about a 90-degree angle. The opposite foot is 
placed under the rifle so that the left hand, forearm, elbow, knee, 
lower leg and foo t are aligned under the rifle. This ali gnment fo rms 
a line of bone support and structure under the forearm of the rifle. If 
the bent elbow bone and the bent knee cap are in contact it can cause 
a "movement" problem. The movement is cured by pl ac ing the 
elbow slightly fo rward of the knee so that the small meaty pad on 
the backside of your arm and above the elbow can serve as a pad 
between the two bones. The right or strong elbow should be kept up 
with the elbow para llel to the ground to keep a proper rifle butt to 
shoulder or "pocket" contact. The right or strong foo t can be pl aced 
under the right buttock with the toes of the right foot curled under. 
The back of the right heel and the ri ght buttock should be touching. 

On occasion people will allow the right cheek of the ir buttock to 

Braced kneeling showing proper knee/elbow and strong-side foot 
placement. Strong arm is parallel to the ground creating a proper pock· 
et in the shoulder. (left) California, or double-kneeling, actually allows 
for four points of contact: both knees and both feet. 

slide off the heel or go inside the leg, th.i s can hyperextend the knee, 
and I recommend against it. With the toe curled under, the operator 
can move or push off the toes and foo t to recover to a standing pos i­
tion. Keep the opposite e lbow and knee under the rifle and the strong 
e lbow up to fo rm a pocket fo r the rifle butt. The strong hand shou ld 
pull rearward on the rifle to keep a rearward steady pressure to ass ist 
the rifle butt in staying in the pocket. As a side note, be careful not to 
close the fingers of the support hand on the fo rearm and cause 
unneeded pressure or "preignition push" on the front of the rifle. 

Speed, or quick, kneeling is a rapid assumption position that can 
be used as a counter to short range or unex pected attacks. It is also 
helpful in lowering a target profile to opponents by using ava ilable 
cover or dynamically changing the angle of the operator shot by 
kneeling and placing shots in the upper half, or higher, of the inbound 
threat. The dynamic angle change could be helpful in engaging threats 
where potential horizontal plane backstops were questionable. 

Speed-kneeling assumption is acquired by simply moving from 
standing to kneeling, stepping fo rward with the opposite foo t and 
dropping down on the strong knee. The upper body is stra ight as 
well as the upper right leg which is kept in a correct vertical pl ane 
from the shoulder to the knee. At the knee the strong leg is the par­
allel to the ground . As with the other positions keeping the strong 
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elbow para lle l to the ground is he lpful in keeping the butt of the rifle 
and shoulder pocket in correct contact. 

The opposite foot is kept flat on die ground and there is no con­
tact between the oppos ite knee and opposite e lbow. Remember to 
keep the opposi te elbow under the foreami of the rifle , and not to 
apply too much oppos ite hand pressure to the forearm causing neg­
ative "push." 

Double-kneeling is the third type of knee ling offering a great 
range of motion. A point of double kneeling mi ssed by most is that 
there is in fact four contact points, both knees and the two feet. This 
can, if applied properly, be the basis for a very stable platform. This 
range of motion is very helpful in ro lling out from protective cover 
or concealment e ither from right to le ft or in a muzzle up-and-down 
range of motion. As in the other kneeling positions the lower profile 
reduces operator ex posure to potenti al incoming fire. 

Pos ition assumpti on is acq uired by s imply dropping down on 
both knees behind whatever protection is ava il able. There is no 
contact between the knees and e lbows. In firin g down from a e le­
va ted platform the double-kneeling g reatl y reduces operator 
upper body exposure to incomi ng gunfire , espec iall y compared to 
standing, for exampl e. In firin g upward towards e levated threats 
the operator can s impl y roll back on the heels of their fee t and 
take advantage of any or a ll protective cover and res ts available. 
Rolling out from behind cove r is strong suit of do ubl e-kneeling as 
it is stable , reduce operator body signature and can keep the head 
of the operator be low cover as compared to shooting over any 
available protection. 

It is important to note that there is direct re lati onship between the 
height of operators' heads from the ground and the size of the 
groups that they fire down-range. The higher the head the larger the 
group. The lower the head the sma ller the group. This makes sense 
because the lower profile the more stable the firing platform. S ince 
it is a good idea to lower your profile in an environment were high­
velocity project iles are buzzing arou nd anyway, it makes good sense 
to lower the profile and ge t a more stable platform to return fire. 

As in all rifle articles I write, l submit that a major concern of 
mine from an instructiona l standpoint is that most lay persons do not 
grasp the relationship of the he ight of their s ights to the trne line of 
bore. l menti on lay persons but, even in my ex posure to " trained" 
personne l, they are very inc lined to forget about this sight/muzzle 
re lationship. We very strong ly stress thi s re lationship here at 
Thunder Ranch, yet, we continu ally have a significant problem in 
thi s regard . As an example, we just completed a rifle course in 
which even after specific instruction the st·udents fired 14 ho les 
through the representati ve cove r barricades/rests/supports. Our 
range commands pivot on "C lear the muzzle, c lear the s ight." 

In another area, we stress. the re lati onship of the line of sight to 
the exposure required to properly deploy the sights for marksman­
ship purposes. 1 am not the brightest guy in the world but, if you 
compare the line of sight to the line of bore off-set measurement of 
the M 14 ri fi e to the current M4/ M 16 rifle there is reasonable differ­
ence. Who cares you say? Well , if the purpose of shooting is to hit, 
and to hit the operator is required to align the sights, and since the 
head is a re lat ively important body organ on most of us, die extra 2 
to 2 !1, inches caused by the d ifference cou ld contribute to cr itical 
ex posure to incoming rounds. Now, if we go to the current trend 
of adding opti cs on top of the ex isting sight pl ane, maybe we 
shouldn ' t go there. Are we having fun now? 

ln a Crown-publi shed book on the Vietnam War c irca 1979, with 
a forward by General William C. Westmore land, there are charts 
showing that 53% of all injuries, fa ta l and non-fata l, during the 
Vietnam War occurred in the areas of the head and neck. The book 
states that these wounds were attributed to the fact that the troops 
engaged in violent activiti es were re luctant to wear helmets. 

l wonder if the high line of sights of our weapons systems con­
tributed to any of those deaths? 

Use of the kneeling pos iti ons to lower operator profi les, under­
standing the s ight line/bore line, as well and continued practice in 
the proper use of cover and concealment may be he lpful in getting 
the job done with the minimum of injuries to our side. ~ 
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Write Right ... 
When writing to SOF (or Omega Group, 

Ltd., SOF Convention, or Refu gee Reli ef 
International) via snail-mail , readers are 
reminded to use the address of 5735 E. 
Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5 , Boulder, CO 
80303 (the old P.O. Box address is no longer 
used). You may al so reach the SOF Editorial 
Offices via e-mail to: ed itor@sofmag.com . 

Jump With Krott 
I was wondering if you had any informa­

tion on a business ca ll ed "Military 
Parachuting Tours" located in New York 
state . It is mentioned in Fie lding 's The 
World 's Most Dangerous Places and it men­
tions that the owner, Rob Kratt, is a contrib­
utor to SOF The book only lists a P.O. Box 
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and I was wondering if you knew of a web­
site or had a phone number where I could 
get more information on their services. 
Thank you for any he lp you can g ive me. 

MrZ LOl @aol.com 
via e-mail 

Kratt has had jump tearns in. such places 
as the Balt ic States, Holland, Sou.th A.fi'ica 
and was 0 11 a j u.mp in. Cuba, to name a f ew. 
Th e best pain! of con.tact is P.O. Box 1573, 
Olean, N Y 14760, or via e-mail to: 
para6@ hotmail.com. 

Back Tu Waco 
Recently the Washington. Post had an 

editoria l entitled "Back to Waco ." It dis­
cussed that terrible tragedy and wrote that 
the newly admitted evidence warranted 
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another investigation. However, Soldier Of 
Fortune does not have to go back to Waco, 
because it never left. In spite of the resis­
tance and even negative name-call ing that 
you encountered, you persisted with your 
own investigation . You kept the issue cur­
rent in the minds of your readers, and kept 
searching for the truth. Now that your 
doubts and questions have been vindicated, 
those in the media who cast aspersions owe 
you an apology. However, don' t expect one 
because that would be admitting that they 
were derelict in the ir responsibil ity to ferret 
out and report the truth to the Ameri can 
publi c. The American public owes you its 
thanks, and you certainly have mine. Keep 
up the good work. 

Dr. M. Richard Sussman 
Mt. Pleasant, Michi gan 
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what journalists are supposed to do. 

Dropped Type 
In the January 2000 

issue on page 47, the rifle 
in the middle is identi fied 
as a Portuguese-made G3 
assault rifle in 7.62x5 l 
NATO. It looks like a 
Germ an 98k in Smm 
though. A m I ri ght? 
Otherwise excellent arti­

cles once again . I have been a subscriber fo r 
about 6 years now and enj oy every issue 
with its unbiased news coverage. From 
front to back this mag is worth the few 
sheckels it costs. 

Sincerely, 
Kenneth C. Bloom 
Spri ngrun, Pennsy lvania 

Good catch, Ken. You're right, it's a 98 
Mauser in Kar98k configuration -
although the stock suggests it is more than 
likely a Spanish-made weapon, large quan­
tities of which hit the surplus market a few 
years back. What happened was the photo 
caption fo r the shot on the lower left got 
repeated - in the old days this commonly 
happened when somebody dropped a stick 
of lead type and it got put back together 
wrong, so it 's usually called dropped type. 

" ... Helluva Ride ... " 
Congratulations on 25 years! You have 

remained on the fro nt lines with cold 
rations, no sleep, pen and paper in hand, 
shooting the scenes all across the world 
whil e the "hardcore foreign correspon­
dents" were fast as leep at the plush four­
star, with a paid guard at the door. You went 
where "no correspondent has gone before" 
and brought us the truthful coverage on d ic­
tatorships, firefights, insurgencies, cou ps, 
and in ternecine warfare around the globe. 
You ri sked your li ves, absence of family 
(your wife and kids) and possibly better pay 
by sloggi ng it out in the swamps and 
streams of Southeast Asia, the barren sandy 
wastes of the Middle East and the still-burn­
ing embers of Waco. You weathered judic ial 
entanglements from an establi shment that is 
bo th anti-freedom and s incerely pro­
Marx ist as we lJ as court judgments, fil ed 
simply to close you down. And yet, you still 
remained. 

You did what no other (news) organi za­
tion has ever done before (or since). You 
brought us the tru th. And in doing so, some 
of your correspondence have paid the ulti­
mate price. I never knew the men who died 
working fo r SOF, but I know what they did 
was vi tally important to not only the reader­
ship, but more important to the nation or 
insurgents they were covering. 

You have done so much in the past 25 
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years to give us the truth, that it fee ls wrong 
to just say " thanks." 

We salute you for the job you have done. 
It may have been "One Hell uva Ride" for 
you, but it was one he llu va job holdi ng on! 

Sincerely, 
Michael W. Stewart 

Nifty Fifties 
I read the article about 

the Robar RC50 in your 
October 1999 issue wi th 
considerable interest. 
Back in 1954, when I was 
a youngster, I went with 
my father to some Army 
base whose name escapes 
me now, but while we 

were there 1 met Capt. William Brophy, who 
had made a .50 caliber sniper 's rifle for the 
recently ended Korean war and had used it 
over there. He did this by taking the stock, 
action, and pistol grip of a Soviet bolt-action, 
anti-tank rifle and attaching a .50 machine 
gun barrel to it. He also had a bipod on the 
barrel plus an adjustable monopod near the 
breech to change elevation. He had fitted it 
with a 20-power Unertl target scope. 

r also remember the butt of the weapon 
was heavily wrapped with black electrician 's 
tape, fo r reasons that became apparent to us 
as soon as he fired it. It let off a thundering 
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roar and ra ised a cloud of dust in front of his 
firing position, and the recoil skidded him 
back, and Capt. Brophy was a big, powerful 
man. He told us later he never fe lt the kick on 
hi s shoulder, but his head felt li ke Rocky 
Marciano had landed a solid punch on it. He 
said he fired 48 shots from that thing in one 
clay and didn't fee l right fo r a week. 

This, plus the fact that the weapon sim­
pl y wasn' t all that accurate, was one of sev­
era l reasons it was not adopted by the Anny. 
But there is no doubt that it did good work 
in Capt. Brophy's hands. He told us that he 
used incendi ary ammunition, which pro­
duced a bright fl ash on impact, to sight hi s 
weapon , firing well to one side so as not to 
alarm hi s target. When his scope was zeroed 
to hi s sa ti sfaction, he put the crosshairs on 
the enemy and fired "for record." He ki lled 
Chin ese and North Korean so ldiers at 
ranges out to 1,400 yards, which is just over 
three-quarters of a mile. 

D.W. Re iley 
New Orleans, Louisi ana 

The Soviet PTRD rifle Brophy used was 
particularly suited to such field adapta­
tions, as the barrel and breech each 
screwed into a receiver ring, requiring a 
Browning .50 barrel only to be properly 
threaded and then headspaced. The bad 
news was, the Dragunov was probably the 
lightest rifle of the type ever made, which 
made it a killer to shoot. As a machine-gun 
round, the .50 Browning was not loaded for 
accuracy, but the round is capable of some 
astonishing accuracy when loaded for that 
purpose. Those interested in .50 shooting 
should liase with the 1,700 members of the 
.50 Caliber Shooters Association: 
http://www.fcsa.org, or contact their secre­
tary by snail mail: Terri Burtt, Box 5109, 
Riverside, CA 92517; phone: 909-653-
5447. Also, a definitive and technically 
excellent volume on .50 shooting ji·om the 
rnilitary and police viewpoints is soon to be 
published by Paladin Press, and they 
already have one in print on building your 
own .50 rifle (Paladin Press, Depl. SOF, 
Box 1307, Boulde1; CO 80306). 

Good Question 
I was at the post office the od1er day and 

I saw a display for the Selecti ve Service. If 
a male did not register he cou ld not get a 
government loan or a government job. Why 
then is thi s draft dodger president? 

Tony Ruocco 
via e-mail 

There were draft dodgers and draft eva­
ders during the Vietnam wai: Evaders didn 't 
registe1; or if drafted ran off to Canada; 
dodgers, like the present commander in chief, 
registered and then used legal chicanery 
and/or outright deceit - for which he still 
shows an extraordinaiy talent- to avoid get­
ting called up. He's in the White House sim-
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ply because the body politic elected him. 
Twice. Doesn't say much for us, does it? 

Pro-Police? Damn Straight! 
I can respect SOF, however when you 

say you are pro-police, that gets to me. 
Police are the ones who are going to enforce 
the New World Order. You' re a free enter­
prise entrepreneur! You pay taxes. 

I can see the need for taxes to run the coun­
try, but 90% of the money and 90% of govern­
ment workers are a waste. Once the country 
employs over 50%of its populace into civil ser­
vice, we become a communist nation. None of 
those 50% would ever elect someone to down­
size government, it would mean their jobs. 

Therefore, the right to bear arms must be 
upheld at any cost! And I can respect a man 
like the real life "Croc Dundee." When you 
take away the means for people to defend 
themselves, that's when government comes 
down on people hard! More taxes and all. 

(no name), via e-mail 

We think you have observed some real 
phenomena, but have made some wrong 
observations. Sure there are bad cops, and 
there are good cops who sometimes have to 
enforce bad laws - but that doesn't make all 
cops or all laws bad. And sure there are lazy 
civil servants and crooked politicians. But 
when you are blessed with a system as good 
as ours, when its broke you fi.x. it - you don 't 
throw it away. The first to be disarmed by the 
Russians in Poland, Hungary and Czech­
oslovakia, when attempts were made during 
the 50s and 60s to throw off the communist 
yoke were police. Why? Because the police 
would have taken sides with the people, and 
the police were armed. So at least we agree 
on one thing: An armed people have a better 
chance of staying afree people. 

Eye On Military Future 
T wish to join the military, however 

when I went to the recruiter 's office I was 
denied the opportunity because I had laser 
eye surgery to correct -7 vision in both eyes. 
Something to do with night vision impair­
ment, which I have never experienced. 

Therefore, I would like to know if there is 
anything that I can do to have the military ex­
perience? I am in excellent health, athletic and 
physically strong. I have a BS degree and an 
EMT-B certification (plus other credentials that 
may not bear relevance to what I want to do). 

Michael Farr 

Physical standards between services 
nwy not be the same. You did not say which 
recruiter you went to, but I' cl t1y th.em all 
before I gave it up. And, th.ere may be open­
ings in f riendly foreign. armies th.at could 
use you (call the French embassy in Canada 
and ask for information on the Foreign 
Legion, for example). ~ 
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C 
ops aren't like other people. Not 
afterthey've been on the job for 
awhile. They see things you 
can't see and stay the same. 

They see these things, the grotesque and 
sordid and depressing, the bloody and the 
just plain God-awfully hopeless, all the 
time. It's their job. To understand who they 
are, and how they got that way, and maybe 
even to have a little sympathy for them, you 
have to spend a lot of time in a squad car, or 
talk to someone who has. 

Let me tell you about it. 

A Rotting Corpse 
On a hot night in August, when I was 

riding with the cops of Arlington, Va., just 

36 

Bernie Steenbergen 

Patrolling With Cops On The]eat 
"" ' 

outside of Washington, D.C. , we found a 
guy in the bushes near National Airport. A 
couple of weeks earlier he had lost his girl­
friend and put a bullet through his head. 
August, in the swampy heat along the 
Potomac, is a bad time for corpses. The 
stench was a rancid sick reek that hit you 
like a rubber hose. The guy's face was black 
and gooey and sliding off his skull. His 
spine was a white rod visible through his 
chest. The whole mess was crawling with 
maggots. I was standing with a half-dozen 

cops in the flickering,C.::-barlights. 
Some of them vrere tlreathing through their 
mouths to avoi~ gagi ing. 

Cops have <\ wat'Red sense of humor. 
One of them ask;~ _Brightly, "Gee, think 
CPR would help?" ~)'lths later I ran into ,..:: 
one of them during a gang $ PP on 1-95. ~ 
told me, "The only way ~kep lft g 
was, no way was I going to do it in fron t of 
a reporter." That's the world cops live in. 

Wonder why the police get hard and 
cynical, why they burn out? Why they 
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have problems with blood pressure and 
heart attacks? Day in and day out, cops see 
the world at its worst. A woman doesn' t 
call 911 to say that her husband hasn't had 
a drink in five years, the kids aced their 
SATs, and she passed her mammogram. 
She calls when she and hubby a.re glaring 
at each other in hatred while the kids cry in 
the corner because mommy and daddy are 
fighting. Cops see scum. They see dopers 
lying in the streets with needles still in 
their arms. They see four-year-old kids try­
ing desperately to shepherd their younger 
brothers to the corner store, because that 's 
where food is, and mommy is zoned-out on 
drugs. They see even good people at their 
worst: the banker, stopped for speeding, 
hu ffing and puffing about how important 
he is; the woman hiking her skirt and flirt­
ing; others just lying, lying, lying. Cops 
never go where good things are happening. 
Don ' t lje to a cop. He's an expert on lying. 
You aren't. And he 's heard it all , many, 
many times. 

Sure, trungs happen sometimes that are 
good for a laugh. Once I rode with the 
Rockford Police, an hour from Chicago, 
during a crack house rrud. It was a two-story 
wooden house with the dealers on the sec­
ond floor. We drove up fas t in a plrun white 
jump-out van. The ram team knocked the 
door open in nothing flat and we poured in. 
On the second floor there was a room with 
the door chained shut and the doorknob 
removed. The idea was that a customer 
shoved a $20 through the hole, and the rock 
came back the same way. Tills kept other 
gangs from robbing the dealers. 

Stupid Criminals 
We got in, lined the bad guys up against 

the wall, and realized . . . nobody saw us 
come in. The customers thought the store 
was sti ll open. A cop would look cautiously 
out the window and say, "OK, here comes 
one." Steps wou ld come up the stairs and a 
twenty would come through the doorknob 
hole. A cop would take it, open the door, grab 
the guy, and say, "Hi! Welcome to the p ty !" 
So hel . me, we got 12 of them before some­
o e figured out what was going on. 

We answered a check-on-welf ·e cal 
once and fo und an old wo man u con­
scious on the floor in the kitchen . Her hus 
band was wandering arou nd , literalf 

ouncing off walls, with-a dazed shuf e­
bump-s tartle-turn-and-shuffle-til I-he-hi t­
another-wall routine. Maybe it was 
dementia, maybe Alzhei mer's. Maybe he 
knew he was losing hi s wife of 50 years, 
and just turned hi s head off. 

Fi re-department med-techs arrived . The 
woman's blood pressure was 3 10/180. You 
could rupture a truck tire with that. They 
carried her out. "Pressure 's ri si ng," said the 
paramedic in the ambulance. "DOA in 
progress," I call these cases. She wasn' t 
going to last. The radio said a gang fight 
was developing, so off we went. It wasn' t 
unusual. It 's what cops do. 

You've heard of police brutality. It 
isn't a good thing. It's usually ground s fo r 

Cops see good people at their worst: the banker, stopped for speeding, huffing and puffing about 
how important he is; the woman hiking her skirt and flirting ; others just lying, lying, lying. 
(below) Police brutality is usually grounds for firing, and ought to be. But it isn't easy dealing with 
scum who do things they ought to be shot for, and get away with it time and again. 
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firing, and ought to be. But it isn't easy 
dealing with scum who do things they 
ought to be shot for, and get away wi th it 
time and again . 

We went one night to a hospital in D.C. 
to interview a rape victim, age 15, because 
we needed a description. She was sobbing 
hysterically in an intake ward, half out of her 
mind. They were sedating her. The dirtball 
had really knocked her around, causing bad 
faci al bruises and a split lip. Nice kid. Could 
have been your daughter, your sister, your 
mom, your girlfriend. Every man in the 
room wanted to find the guy and beat him 
until he didn't have an in tact bone. Brutality 
has its appeal, believe me. Good cops tum 
off, and don't get emotionally involved. But 
they pay - with their arteries. 

Cops see a lot of death. Most Americans 
are insulated from death. The people in the 
street trades - cops, shock-trauma sur­
geons, ambulance crews, fire departments, 
ER nurses - aren 't insulated like most of 
us are. The death they see isn't pretty, 
movie-style death. It's the grandmother 
who stroked out in the bathtub three days 
ago, whose rotting corpse was quickly dis­
covered by flies. It's the teenage 
Cambodian gang-banger, shot in the head, 
still breathing, with brain tissue swelling 
out of the hole. We found part of his brains 
sprayed across the asphalt, like strawberry 
chiffon. DOA in-progress. No point in try­
ing to keep him alive, but they try. 

You tum off. You have to. I remember a 
wreck at a brightly lit intersection in subur­
ban Maryland. Some idiot had been speed­
ing and flipped his pickup. The truck had 
gone airborne and landed on its top. The dri­
ver came out the windshield. 

There were a dozen squad cars and sev­
eral ambulances. The street was blocked off 
with police tape. The barlights on the 
squads fl ashed the red-blue. The med-techs, 
two guys and a gal, were working on what 
was left of the driver. DOA in-progress. Red 
mush was coming out of his mouth and they 
were trying to intubate him and pump his 

38 

Any cop will tell you, "Thank God these guys are basically dumber than lampposts. If they were 
smart, we'd never catch them." (below) A lot of departments make the mistake of thinking that six 
part-time guys with SWAT jackets are a SWAT team. Not in this jurisdiction. The target was a drug 
dealer 's house in the suburbs. These ops are planned like military operations. 

chest at the same time. Waste of time. They 
knew it. You gotta t1y It's one of the rules. 
Another med-tech, a woman, knew the cop 
I was with . She smi led and called to him. 1 
remember the question: "Bob! How 's your 
wife?" They chatted. Ten feet behind her 
the rest of her team were los ing th is guy. 
Pump, pump , pump. The woman in the 
group dived into a medical bag for some­
thing that would n' t work either with the 
tight, controlled speed they get when every­
thing is on the line. And we were laughing 
and telling stories. Self-preservation. Do the 
job, but don't get involved . 

The Trouble With Kids 
The kids are the worst. Old people are 

going to die anyway. Adults, well , they ' re all 
grown up. But the ones that reall y get to cops 
are the deliberately hurt kids. Lots of cops 
refuse to work in kid-abuse uni ts because, 
they say, 'Tm afraid I'd kill somebody." 

A cop learns things he doesn't want to 
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know. He learns, for example, that if you 
splash boi ling water on a three-year-old girl , 
you get pink swollen splotches. If you hold 
her hands under boiling water, you get puffy 
pink lines of demarcation between burned 
and unburned flesh. These are called 
" immersion cuffs." 

It happens. Usually the mother does it. 
Men commit more crime, and the violent 
crime, but women do more of the child 
abuse. Their dirtba ll boyfriends do a lot of 
it, too . 

Day in and day out, you see every kind 
of scum that ever walked on two legs. For 
example, the derelicts who urinate on the 
sidewa lk in plain sight of children, or 
break into an unoccupied house and li ve 
there, using one room as a toil et. The 
child-molesters. Worse. The couple (a real 
example, right here in the nation 's capital) 
who kept their small daughter tied up for 
months, causing rope-burn on unhealed 
rope-burns, tortured her, fed her so little 
that she was 39 pounds underweight, and 
then stuffed her in a closet, tied in a jacket 
with the hood turned around backward. 
She suffocated. Scum. I covered the tri a l. 
They didn 't show the slightest remorse. 
They're a cop 's world. 

The Race Issue 
Crime in cities is concentrated in the 

sprawling black regions and, nowadays, in 
Hispanic baITios. Race is the bedrock of 
law-enforcement. You can't say it, but every 
cop knows it. White neighborhoods are bor­
ing because nothing happens except " My 
cat's in a tree." The killers are almost always 
black, and so are the bodies. I remember a 
cop in the Georgetown area of Washington 
who said, "They say we're racists for watch­
ing these guys. If 99% of the armed rob­
beries I've seen invo lved young black 
males, who am I supposed to watch? Asian 
females?" 

You can bl ame this on whatever you 
like - blacks, whites, God, soc iety, the 
fa mil y dog. But it 's a fact. Bedfo rd­
Stuyvesant, Anacostia, South Chicago, 
South-Centra l LA, ghetto after ghetto, on 
and on. Some regions are a different coun­
try. The language is different , ba rely 
English. The United States is many 
nations. It 's Kenya distributed through 
Europe. In eight hours in a squad car, you 
won 't see a white face . Boarded-up build­
ings are everywhere in Washington. You 
see whole housing projects with plywood 
over the windows . By day, men sit on 
stoops, doing nothing. There is nothing for 
them to do. Clusters of guys appear on cor­
ners sometimes, just milling around. They 
are waiting for a drug drop. Lean young 
males in ghetto-bag clothes and what the 
cops call fe lony shoes -aka upscale Nikes 
- lounge on corners, gazing at police with 
blank eyes. 

They are the dealers, the gang-bangers 
who rule the streets. The gangs vary. In LA 
it's the Crips and Bloods with their many 
subsets: the Rolling Eighties Crips, the 
Deuce-Tres Crips. In Chicago it 's the Vice 

Wonder why cops need big guns? Go to the 
locked room where they keep the weapons 
confiscated from criminals. You ' ll find bins of 
9mms, the occasional Thompson with drum 
mag, all the Tech-9s in the world, a Remington 
700 sniping rifle and a Chinese Type 56 AK. 

Lords, Four Corner Hustle rs, Black 
Gangster Disciples, El Rukyns. The latter 
are the old Blackstone Rangers, fo unded in 
1963 as the Blackstone Raiders. In D.C. you 
get wannabe gangs, the P Street Crew, the 
Lower Southwest Crew. They ' re less orga­
ni zed, have less of the colors and tradition 
and hooha of the gangs in real cities, but 
they' ll kill you in a heartbeat. 

Gang Arsenals 
Whites never see these places, don ' t 

realize how huge and unchanging they are. 
Go to the high-ri se projects on South State 
Street in Chi cago, fo r example, Robert 
Tay lor Homes. They have their own 
schools and poli ce stations built in . Go to 
the locked room where the cops keep con­
fiscated weapons. You ' II find bins of 
9mms, the occasional Thompson with 
drum mag, all the Tech-9s in the world , a 

,,; Remington 700 sniping rifle, a Chinese 
~ Type 56 AK, things that you might recog-
" ~ nize but I didn ' t. Where the he ll did they 
~ get a Galil? And hunting crossbows, so 
ai help me. Quiet, and lethal. The cops go in 
~ force here - in ballist ic vests - and 

aren ' t comfortable in the parking lots. 
Gang-bangers will take over one high-rise 
and use it to shoot across the intervening 
space at gangs in other buildings. A cop is 
an easy targe t. Why don't they kill cops? 
Fear. Kill a cop and bangers will be 
bouncing off wall s and spitting teeth for 
months. The cops will hurt them. The 
Constitution is nice in theory, but the 
cities don ' t work that way. If a police 
department is co ldl y furious over the 
death of a brother officer, they get rough . 
Real rough . 

Show-And-Tell 
Funny things happen sometimes. In 

D.C. , we got a call: drive-by. We got to the 
scene and fo und a black guy bleeding 
from the crotch. Yeah, the guy said, he 
didn ' t know who but somebody went by 
and fired. The cop thought it sounded 
fishy. It was. The guy had been carrying a 
Glock in hi s waistband and wanted to 
show it to someone. He pulled it out by the 
trigger, oops , and removed himself from 
the gene pool. 

An y cop wi ll tell you , "Thank God these 
guys are basically dumber than lampposts. 
If they were smart , we'd never catch them." 
You 've heard of the war on drugs? There 
isn' t one. Ask any cop. Ask DEA guys -
not the flacks , but any street guy who trusts 
you. "Maybe there was a war," a buddy of 
mine from DEA says. "We lost it." He esti­
mates that the cops get 5% of the drngs 
coming into the country. Savvy cops mea­
sure their success agai nst drugs by the street 
price. If drugs are cheap, must be a lot of 
them coming in. 

I ' ve walked with a plai nclothes cop in 
bad secti ons of Chicago. "Plainclothes" 
doesn ' t mean squat. The druggies recognize 
a new unmarked car about a day after it 
comes onto the street, and this guy was 
white. In those parts a white face is either a 
cop or a mirac le, and the locals don 't 
believe in miracles. The houses weren' t 
bad. They almost never are. Down the 

~ street we could see a couple of "shorties" -
~ kids - on bicycles . They stayed exactly 

/i ~ two blocks ahead of us as we walked toward 

6 
them. Drug lookouts . We must have gotten 

~ close to the dealing because one of them 
~ shot into an alley. He was warning his big 

Some citizens put their worst behavior on 
stage for all to see, such as these members of 
the Ku Klux Klan. Even those who spew hate 
for a living have rights, and cops often find 
themselves in the unpopular position of 
defending them from angry crowds. Both sides 
of a conflict generally agree on one thing: 
Cops are in the way. 

brother. The other shorty kept an eye on us 
until everyone had dispersed. We couldn't 
see this, but that 's what was happening. 
Then he rode off. 

War On Cops 
The kids got probably five bucks a day 

for being lookouts. Maybe more impo1tant, 
they got a kick out of helping the big kids 
against the cops. With this attitude, drugs 

Continued on page 71 

MARCH 2000 ~ SOLDIER OF FORTUNE · www.sofmag .com 39 



BV the late 1860s Horace Smith 
I) and Daniel B. Wesson real­

ized their tip-up type revolver 
design, whi.le imminently success­
ful in small calibers such as .22 
and .32 rimfire, was not substan­
tial enough for large handgun 
calibers. The design finally 
selected was a top-break type, 
with the barrel hinged to the 
bottom of the frame and a lock­
ing latch on the frame's top 
strap, just in front of the hammer. 
The most salient feature of th is 
design was, when combined with a 
rack-and-gear-operated star extrac­
tor, extremely fast loading and unload­
ing (especially when compared to the 
Colt Single Action Anny Revolver). Empty 
cases were extracted as the barrel was rotated 
downward. When full y down, the gear's spring catch 
moved back into the frame and the 

ous other small modifications, the S& W 
Model 3 Russian Second Model came into 

being. The Russians referred to th is 
revolver as the Infantry Model. 

The final S&W Russian revolver 
- the Model 3 Russian Third Model 
(or New Model Russian)- was sub­
stantially different in design from the 
Second Model. It was manufactured 
until 1878. Ordered also by the 
Turkish and Japanese governments, 
the Russian Third Model became 
popular in the Old West and was car-

ried such a notable as Pat Garrett. The 
frame was altered to accept a new 

spring-loaded extractor catch and the 
extractor system was redesigned and a new 

gear added. The barrel length was shortened to 
6.5 inches and the front sight made integral. The 

cylinder retainer system was changed to permit easi­
er removal of the cylinder. Patented on 19 January 1875, 

and sometimes called either the 
spring-loaded extractor snapped 
back to its original position, ready 
for loading. SOFRides The Range With 

Revived Russian Revolvers 

Cavalry Model or Model of 1874, 
this is the version chosen for repro­
duction by A. Uberti & Co. of 
Ponte Zanano (Brescia), Italy, and 
imported by Navy Anns Company 
(Dept. SOF, 689 Bergen Boulevard, 

The first Smith & Wesson 
revolver to use this principle was 
the Model 3 American First Model 
(all large-frame S&W top-break 
revolvers were designated as 
Model 3 types). A production series 
specimen of this revolver was sent 
to General Alexander Gorloff, the 

TEXT & PHOTOS BY 

PETER G. KOKALIS 

Ridgefield, NJ 07657; phone: 201 -
945-2500; fax: 201-945-6859; web-
site: www.navyarms.com). 

Russian military attache to the 
United States, in 1871. In aclclition to a new cartridge, which aban­
doned the heel-type bullet, the Russians demanded a number of 
changes to the revolver's design. These included a larger trigger 
pin, larger cylinder retainer, limiting tooth in the extractor gear, 
steel front sight, firing pin bolster and a hammer that locked the bar­
rel closed when it was in the clown position. All of these revolvers 
contained Cyrillic barrel markings. This became the S&W Model 3 
Russian First Model revolver. 

With the barrel shortened to 7 inches, the grip portion of the 
frame re-designed, a finger rest aclclecl to trigger guard and numer-

Navy Arms Imports 
Soldier Of Fortune recently 

obtained three different specimens of the top-break, single-action 
revolvers imported by Navy Arms, one of which was their New 
Model Russian Revolver, which is chambered for the original .44 
Russian round. It's a handsome piece. Weighing 2 pounds 8 ounces, 
the overall length is 12 inches. The barrel latch, spur-type trigger 
guard, ejector pawl and hammer are attractively color case hard­
ened. Classic color case hardening is a one step process using ani­
mal bone. The metal is heated to 800 to 900 degrees Centigrade by 
means of animal charcoal and then plunged into cold water. The rest 
of the revolver has a deep, lustrous, black oxide finish (salt bluing). 
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The fi xed sights are those of the origi nal 
Model 3 Russian series, a half-moon , blade­
type front sight blade and an open U-notch 
rear sight in the front of the barrel/cylinder 
latch. There is a military-style lanyard ring 
attached to the frame 's butt. The grip panels 
are smooth, uncheckered walnut. A line of 
Cyrillic lettering on the barrel 's rib trans­
lates to "3rd Russ ian Ordnance (Model), 
Factory (of) A. Uberti, Italy." The suggest­
ed retail price is $745. 

I recently examined two specimens of 
the original New Model Russ ian revolver, 
including a rare factory cutaway, at the Tu la 
Arms Museum in Russia. It appears that the 
Navy Arms impoti is generally a close copy 
of the original Model 3 Russ ian Third 
Model revolver with only a few exceptions. 
The cylinder is slightly longer than the orig­
inal. To maximize cost-effectiveness in pro­
duction, the barrel extension (which inter­
faces with the frame hinge) is that of the 
Navy Arms Schofield models. This has the 
added attribute that most hol sters made for 
the 7-inch Schofield wi ll also accommodate 
the New Model Russian revo lver. 

EquaJ!y fascinating are the revolvers in 
Navy Arms' Schofield series. This var iant 
of the Smith & Wesson Model 3 series was 
designed by George W. Schofield, a major 
in the 10th Cavalry. While Major Schofield 
was favorably impressed wi th the S&W 
Mode l 3, he fe lt modifications were 
required to meet the needs of cava lry 
troops. To ease the opening of the revolver 
for re loading while on horseback , 
Schofield des igned and patented a latch 
mechanism relocated onto the frame rather 
than the barrel. Pulling the latch rearward 
toward the hammer with only the thumb is 
all that is required to break open the 
revolver (remem ber, however, that the ham­
mer must first be rotated to the half-cock 
position on both the Schofield and Russian 
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COWBOY GUNLEATHER 
In our passionate fantasy to recreate the Old West, the one item of eq uipment that I 

would with certainty leave back in the 19th century would be the holsters of that era, 
which were all too often crude and insubstantial. By the early 20th century, Western gun 
leather really came into its own with leathermakers such as Herman H. Hei ser leading the 
way. Subsequently, The George Lawrence Co., Edward H. Bohl in, S.D. Myres and Arvo 
Ojala produced excellent gun leather fo r many of Hollywood 's most famous cowboy stars. 

Currentl y, there are a number of leather­
makers turning out trnly excell ent cowboy 
gunleather. About a decade ago during the war 
in E l Salvador I started usi ng custo m holste rs 
made by Sam Andrews (A ndrews Custom 
Leather, Dept. SOF, 226 10 NW 102nd Aven ue, 
Alachu a, FL 326 15; phone : 904-462-0576 -
send $2 for catalog). 

Sam has been crafti ng custom combat holsters 
for 2 1 years. Located in no1th centra l Florida, near 
Gai nesvi lle, and just one hour south of the 
Georgia border, his customer base now circ les the 
g lobe, wi th a significant percentage of law 
enforcement personnel and now an even larger 
clientele of civilians, as a consequence of the spate 
of concealed carry legislation passed throughout 
the United States in the last several years. 

Sam uses only number one grades of oak­
tannecl cowhide. All of his holsters are hand­
molcled and stitched with heavy bonded nylon 
thread, which is sealed to protect against the 
environment. Many of his holsters and belts fea­
ture a suede lining. 

Not so well-known is the fact that Andrews 
hand crafts an extensive fine of cowboy leather goods well -suited for cowboy action 
shooting competition. The holster and belt combinations include the Gunfighter, Great 
Plains, Vaquero, Arizona and Big Jake rigs. Sam also makes a competition fast-draw rig 
and a belt and two-holster cowboy action setup. Most of the holsters are of the banded 
type and plain oval, initial , buckle or concho bands are ava ilable. For those who prefer 
shoulder holsters , the Wes Hardin faithfully reproduces a type commonly used in the Old 
West, although it is far more substantial. Shoulder rigs and crossclraw hol ster were far 
more prevalent in those clays than they are now. Andrews' belts are avai lable in the so­
caUed ranger style or with a taper end. He also makes deluxe rifle scabbards, saddlebags, 
cartridge bandoleers and a fanning palm for slapshooters. 

I use the Big Jake rig for cowboy action shooting competit ion. The strong side hol­
ster (in wh ich I carry a Schofield Cavalry Model revolver with a 7-inch barrel) is 
designed for carry just behind the hip. This is complemented by a Big Jake crossclraw 
holster with a medium cant (severe muzzle forward cants do not quali fy for cowboy 
action shooting combination) in which l tote a Schofield Well s Fargo Model with a 5-
inch barre l. I prefer initialized holster bands and the belt and both holsters are suede­
Lined with fancy stitching and a border stamp. The Big Jake rig costs $180 fo r a 7-inch 
barreled revolver. Add $95 for a Big Jake crossdraw holster to accommodate a revolver 
with a 5-inch tube. - P.G .K. 

(left) Navy Arms import is generally a close 
copy of the original Model 3 Russian Third 
Model revolver with only a few exceptions. 
Shown with an original Russian military-issue 
Cossack's sword. (above) To ease the opening 
of the revolver for reloading while on horse­
back, Schofield designed and patented a latch 
mechanism relocated onto the frame rather 
than the barrel (top). Note that the latch mech­
anism on S&W Model 3 revolvers was located 
on the barrel (bottom). 

variant before the latch can be opened). 
Schofield also redes igned the extractor 

sy tern and complete ly removed the rack 
and gear system that had been used on all 
S&W prev ious top-break revolvers, replac­
ing th is with a cam mechanism. He also 
modified the cy linder retainer so to permit 
removal of the cylinder by mere ly rotating 
the front cylinder retainer screws one-half 
turn on ly. To improve target acquis ition, the 
barrel rib was provided with a V-shapecl 
full -length channe l. 

All .45s Are Not fqual 
For all its improvements , the Schofield 

revolver was doomed by its cartridge. The 
Colt Single Action Army revo lver was 
chambered for a cartridge (.45 Colt) with a 
longer case than that of the Schofield. It 
cou ld , therefore, fi re both rounds. The 
Schofield , however, could not accommo­
date the longer .45 Colt case. Th is placed 
two different round. in the logistic pipeline 
and several times troops armed with 
Schofield revolvers received .45 Colt car­
tridges in a battlefield environment. 

As a conseq uence, the S&W Model 3 
Schofield revolver was abandoned and sold 
as government surplus in 1880. Some were 
used by National Guard units and others 
purchased by dea lers, such as Schuyler, 
Hartley & Graham and Francis Bannerman. 
They each in turn sold a number to the 
Wells Fargo Express Company, with the 
barrels cut to 5 inches. The Schofie ld 
became a popular item in the Old West 
among cowboys, peace officers and a wide 
assortment of roughnecks and outlaws. 

Wi sely, the Navy Arms Schofield 
revolvers have lengthened frames and cylin­
ders designed to accept both the original .45 
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Schofield cartridge and the far more ubiqui­
tous .45 Colt round. Our Schofield Cavalry 
Model revolver is equipped with a 7-inch 
barrel, while the Wells Fargo Model has the 
correct 5-inch tube. The fixed sights consist 
of a half-moon, blade-type front sight blade 
and an open V-notch rear sight in the bar­
rel/cylinder latch. Both have salt blued 
(black oxide) frames, barrels and cylinders. 
The trigger, latch mechanism, ejector pawl 
and hammer are color case-hardened. The 
smooth walnut grip panels each carry a 
replica of the original cartouche with the 
initials "CW" and with "1877" above the 
cartouche on the left grip panel. The heel of 
the butt is roll marked with a "US" and the 
serial number. The right side of the barrel is 
roll marked "SCHOFIELD'S PATS JUNE 
20TH 71. APR 22ND 73" and the left side 
with " .45LC." 

Overall length of the Schofield Cavalry 
Model is 12.75 inches with a weight of 2 
pounds and 5 ounces. The Wells Fargo 
Model has an overall length of 10.75 inches 
with a weight of 2 pounds 3 ounces. Either 
model carries a suggested retail price of 
$695. They can also be obtained chambered 
for d1e .44-40 cartridge. Engraved models 
are available as well as a "Hideout" model 
with a 3.5-inch barrel. 

Both the Uberti Schofield and New 
Model Russian revolvers have six-groove 
barrels with a left-hand twist of one turn in 
20 inches, regardless of caliber. Bore diam­
eter is 0.451-inch on the .45 caliber 
Schofield and 0.430-inch on the New 
Model Russian. 

To load these revolvers, first place the 
hammer on half-cock, then open the latch 
and swing the barrel open to its fullest extent. 
During this movement the extractor will 
come up and then move back down. Place 
rounds in only five cylinders so that the 
revolver can be carried with the hammer on 
an empty chamber. If you break open the 
revolver while simultaneously depressing the 
rear of the ejector pawl, this will disengage 
the ejector and it wiJl not move upward. 

To remove the cylinder and ejector 
assembly from the Schofield revolvers, 
remove the rear cylinder-catch screw from 
the cylinder catch, which is located at the 
rear of the barrel's top strap. Open the 
revolver and press upward on the cylinder­
catch until it clears the cylinder and this 
a sembly can be withdrawn from the barrel 
group. To remove the ejector from the cylin­
der, turn the ejector stem at the face of the 
cylinder counter-clockwise and separate the 
ejector stem and retractor spring from the 
cylinder. The ejector can then be withdrawn 
from the rear of the cylinder. Reassemble in 
the reverse order. 

The fit of the grip panels to the frame 
varies from good to fair on these reproduc­
tions. You can also be certain that, at the 
very least, they require some tuning before 
you slap leather with them in Cowboy 
Action Shooting competition. Bob James 
(Dept. SOF, 5130 No1th 19th Avenue, Suite 

Continued on page 69 

1875 SCHOFIELD REVOLVER 
§IPEC:IFIC:.A.TIDN§ 

Caliber: .45 Colt .45 Schofield 
Operation: Six-shot, single-action, top-break revolver with automatic ejector system; locking latch­

mounted to frame. 
Weight, empty: Cavalry Model: 2 pounds and 5 ounces; Wells Fargo Model: 2 pounds and 3 ounces. 
Length, overall: Cavalry Model: 12.75 inches;Wells Fargo Model: 10.75 inches. 

Barrel length: Cavalry Model: 7 inches; Wells Fargo Model: 5 inches. 
Grips: Smooth walnut carrying a replica of the original cartouche with the initials "CW" and 

" 1877" above the cartouche on the left grip panel. 
Sights: Fixed - with a half-moon, blade-type front sight blade and an open V-notch rear sight 

in the barrel/cylinder latch. 
Finish: Salt-blued (black oxide) frame, barrel and cylinder; color case-hardened trigger,, latch 

mechanism, ejector pawl and hammer. 
Suggested retail price: $695. 

Manufacturer: A. Uberti & Co., Ponte Zanano (Brescia), Italy. 
Importer: Navy Arms Company, Dept. SOF, 689 Bergen Boulevard, Ridgefield, NJ 07657; phone: 

201-945-2500; fax: 201-945-6859; website: www.navyarms.com . 
T&E summary: Faithful reproduction of an important and rare U.S. martial arm that few will ever own, 

and even less shoot.A significant improvement over the original S&W Model 3 locking­
latch system. Fast to load and unload, an important attribute in Cowboy Action 
Shooting competition. 

NEW MODEL RUSSIAN REVOLVER 
§IPEC:IFIC:.A.TIDN§ 

Caliber: .44 Russian 
Operation: Six-shot, single-action, top-break revolver with automatic ejector system; locking latch 

mounted to barrel. 
Weight, empty: 2 pounds and 8 ounces. 
Length, overall: 12 inches. 

Barrel length: 6.5 inches. 
Grips: Smooth walnut with military-style lanyard ring in heel of the frame's butt. 
Sights: Fixed, half-moon, blade-type front sight blade and an open U-notch rear sight in the 

front of the barrel/cylinder latch. 
Finish: Salt-blued (black oxide) frame, barrel and cylinder; color case hardened trigger, latch 

mechanism ejector pawl and hammer. 
Suggested retail price: $745. 

Manufacturer: A. Uberti & Co., Ponte Zanano (Brescia), Italy. 
Importer: Navy Arms Company, Dept. SOF, 689 Bergen Boulevard, Ridgefield, NJ 07657; phone: 

201 -945-2500; fax: 201 -945-6859; website: www.navyarms.com . 
T&E summary: Accurate reproduction of the famous S&W Model 3 Russian Third Model Revolver, 

including Cyrillic barrel marking. Finger rest on trigger guard takes some getting used 
to. Chambered for an excellent, historic cartridge. 

(below) Navy Arms Cavalry Model Schofield (top) and Wells Fargo Model. The Cavalry Model 
was designed by George W. Schofield, a major in the 10th Cavalry. While Major Schofield was 
favorably impressed with the S&W Model 3, he felt modifications were required to meet the 
needs of cavalry troops. 
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THE TEREK RIVER, 
CHECHNYA - Eve1yone 

said that the road to Chechnya 
would be paved with bodies -
maybe even our own. 

What we didn ' t expect, 
however, was how soon those bodies would 
begin appearing as we waited in the depar­
ture area at Vnukovo Ai rport, south of 
Moscow. It was mid-November, and we 
were planning to board a YAK-22 flight to 
the Caucuses. 

Soldier Of Fortune, along with IO other 
Western media organizations, had been 
invited by the Russian Ministry of Defense 
(MoD) on a "dog and pony show" to visit 
the troops and see for ourselves what was 
really going on in the breakaway republic . 

Afte r an hour 's de lay, our ministry han­
dlers began calling us for our flight and 
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Multi-Star Generals Muddle 
Chechen Campaign 

some of us dec ided to make a last dash to 
the bathroom before the 2 1/2-hour trip to 
Mozdok Air Base, six miles north of the 
Chechen border. 

Too Stitt To fight 
T here, appearing rather stiff in stall 

number four, was a middle-aged Russian 
militiaman who had committed suic ide that 
morning using his be lt. It was an omen any 
sane man would have heeded, and a vividly 
etched memory that woulcln ' t leave us until 
we were safe and sound back at SOF' s 
European base in Budapest, nearly two 
weeks later. 

The dead Russian was the topic of dis­
cussion during the entire flight, but after 
touching clown at Mozclok and completing 
our "on the ground briefing" by a joint 
Russian Federa l Security Service (FSB) and 

Russian MoD team, the distant thumping of 
arti 1 le ry and aeria l bombardment made 
everyone refocus on what was taking place 
only a short distance clown the road. 

Five huge Russian Army supply convoys 
were being assembled in a muddy parking lot 
bordering the tarmac, where at least seven 
giant Antanov cargo ai rplanes sat off-loading 
pallets of ammo, food and medicines. 
Another convoy of at least 50 R ussian Army 
BMPs, followed by I 0 or more communica­
tion wagons and a handfu l of Russian cleuce­
ancl-a-halves was snaking its way out the 
main gate when we were brought to the chow 
hall for our first hot meal. 

We'd Rather Eat Puke 
Like SO F's prev ious gastronomic experi ­

ences with the Russ ian mi litary, the food that 
clay at Mozdok's officer 's mess wouldn't 
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pass muster in even the sleaziest American 
county jai l. Greasy beef broth served in 
dented canteen cups, hard black bread, a cup 
of fruit juice and a plate fu ll of sticky, limp 
noodles was what was going to have to get 
us through the rest of this day and probably 
most of the next if we couldn 't stomach 
what awaited us on the breakfast menu. 

After lunch everyone was brought to a 
small parade ground to watch a cadre of 
mili tary police march a handful of blind­
fo lded and near-hog-tied Chechen POWs 
before us. 

"As you all know, we have been very 
successful in destroying the bandits in all of 
the territory north of the Terek River," the 
unidentified Russian Ministry of Interior 
army lieutenant to ld our group. "We have 
also taken quite a large number of prisoners, 
and we are questioning them to gain infor-

mation that will aid us in our final assault on 
Grozny [the Chechen capital]." 

Four of the POWs were lined up against 
a wall , while two were forced to crouch in 
the mud as TV cameramen fi lmed them 
being prodded by the MPs with the ir 
Kalashnikovs. 

Our MoD handle rs promised us that 
anyone who wished to could accompany 
them the next morning to a forward fire­
base in northern Chechnya to watch offen­
s ive operations. SOF signed up, and then 
we cooled our heels for the rest of the day 
by watching other journa lists attempt to 
get a good story out of a highly orchestrat­
ed public re lations show. 

The MoD continued to roll out soldier 
after soldier for interviews, each one telling 
the Western press how proud he was to be a 
part of this war, "blah, blah, blah." 

" Would it be possible to speak with 
soldie rs just rerurn ing from the front," we 
asked? " Would it a lso be possible to 
watch he licopters unloading wounded or 
killed soldiers?" 

"I will look into it," our MoD handler 
told SOF. " But I would imagine they wi ll be 
too tired to speak with you, and securi ty 
prevents anyone from photographing our 
wounded or dead. Why don 't you talk 
instead with these soldiers here in the bar­
racks about their experiences?" 

(left) An artillery shell fired by Chechen fighters explodes as a Russian army APC and soldiers 
advance in the Naurski region of Chehnya, about 37 miles northwest of Grozny. A Russian sol­
dier (above) awaits his orders during fighting for the Chechen city of Bamut, southwest of the 
capital, Grozny. Russia's army has been accused of bombing mainly civilian targets while not 
allowing refugees to flee the fighting into neighboring countries such as lngushetia. 
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Russian army soldiers prepare a pilotless drone aircraft at a secret 
base near the Chechen capital, Grozny. The drone will be used to 
search for Chechen rebel positions. 

Russian Ministry of Interior special forces (OMON) troops prepare their 
weapons before heading off to battle with Chechen rebels at an 
unknown locations north of the strategic Chechen city. 

We thought about it for about half a 
second, and answered in the negative, 
telling ourselves that as soon as we could 
break from the crowd we'd have a better 
chance of assess ing what was really going 
on in the field . 

Russian commanders holding a 
conference later that day said that 
new Ministry of Interior units and 
tanks were arriving in the neighbor­
ing region of Dagestan. The rein­
forcements, we were told, were to be 
sent to Gude1mes, Chechnya's sec­
ond-largest c ity, which encircling 
Russian forces had been shelling for 
weeks. 

They also said that Russian 
forces now held the northern third 
of Chechnya, and that its ground 
forces have been s low pushing 
toward the republic's capital, 
Grozny, because they wanted to 
limit casualties. It was not, they 
told us, because the army's strategy 
was flawed, as many of the Western 
press had been reporting. 

press 

by a platoon of highly disciplined army sol­
diers prepping a drone aircraft. 

Their commander, a slight, blond-haired 
officer from the Samara region of Russia, 
told us that his platoon was among the first 
in the army to receive the drones and use 
them in combat. 

spondent asked? 
"That's classified, too," the lieutenant 

answered. 
"Can you te ll us anything about your 

mission?" the French correspondent asked. 
"No," came the response. "It's against 

security to di scuss our mission." 

More PR-opaganda 
Another half-hour of PR followed 

the initial briefing, and SOF used the 
opportunity to waltz back to the road 
to speak with a few of the OMON 
(Ministry of lnterior SpecOps) troops 
packed in the back of the BMP. 

According to everyone we spoke 
with, Russia 's military had once 
again proved unlucky w ith 
Chechnya. 

The soldiers claimed that once 
more they were in a war they didn ' t 
want to fight, and the sooner they got 
out of there the better. 

With the " truth" now firmly 
planted in our brains, we shuffled 
off to our temporary quarte rs in an 
under-heated concrete barracks with 
its own round-the-clock guards who 
made sure that we didn ' t sleepwalk 
on to the base and see anything that 
wasn't part of the script. 

Russian soldiers rush a fellow soldier to a medical aid station 
after he was shot during a patrol west of Chechnya's second 
largest city, Gudermes. 

"I didn 't ask to come here," a 
burly OMON soldier from Novgorod 
told SOF. "I was happy being a 
policeman in my city. But I'm here 
now, and what can I do if I don't I ike 
my commanders? Noth ing. I am 
stuck here, and a ll I can hope for is 
that I come home alive." 

A New Day 
The morning brought freedom , of sorts, 

and our convoy left on time and without any 
last-minute changes. We slowly made our 
way through village after destroyed village 
down the same roads SOF had fo llowed dur­
ing the first Chechen conflict in 1994 and 
1995. We passed a number of rear-guard 
Russian units setting up camp alongside the 
sole railroad line linking Russia with the 
embattled province. Swam1s of attack- and 
troops-transport helicopters swooped over 
our Lightly guarded convoy of two mini­
buses, three jeeps and a single BMP. 

Three hours passed before we reached a 
rather large, undefended farm fie ld manned 
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"We are able to see the enemy's posi­
tions and direct our air force and artillery 
without ending in conventional ground 
reconnaissance troops," the lieutenant told 
us. "For example, the bandits [as every 
Russian called the Chechen fighters] had 
built a large array of fortified bunkers and 
berms around Gudermes, some 5 meters 
deep and four meters across. Using the 
drone we knew this and could then organize 
the correct forces to overtake it without 
endangering a single man." 

"What is the range of the drone?" an 
Associated Press correspondent asked? 

"That's classified," came the not-too­
surprising response. 

"How many drones does the Russian 
Anny have in Chechnya?" a French corre-

The other OMON agreed, and 
said that the extra $50 per month in 

combat pay on top of their $200 per month 
salaries was perhaps the only good thing to 
come out of their deployment. 

Our MoD-sponsored trip was scheduled 
to return to Moscow the next morning, and 
rather than file a story after just two, tightly 
controlled days on the ground we thought it 
best to throw all of the warnings we had 
received about kidnappings to the wind and 
arrange for a local taxi to drive us to Nazran, 
the capital of neighboring lngushetia. 

Beheaded, In A Ditch 
Kidnapping of foreign journalists, aid 

workers and Russians is a booming business 
in Chechnya. Dozens of people have been 
snatched out of their hotels, from the back­
seats of their taxis and off of the streets over 
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the past five years. Most have been repatri­
ated after ransoms as high as $2 million had 
been received, but others less lucky have 
found themselves tortured to near-death by 
faceless kidnappers before being beheaded 
or mutilated beyond recognition and tossed 
into a roadside ditch. 

No one in their right minds ente red 
Chechnya, or lngushetia, without body­
guards. That Sunday, however, we didn ' t 
count ourselves among the enlightened and 
stupidly decided to tempt fate and drive to 
Nazran with just our taxi driver and our 
body armor. Three terror-filled hours later 
we were safely seated at the bar in the lobby 
of the Hotel Assa in Nazran, knocking back 
juice glasses of rotgut vodka. 

Behind us, in a rather large fish tank that 
acts as the lobby 's centerpiece, four gold­
fish float belly-up on a blanket of thick 
algae and uneaten fish food. 

"Did you guys hear about the /tar-Tass 
correspondent that was kidnapped on the 
Mosclok-Nazran road yesterday afternoon?" 
a rather charming and attractive French 
rad io correspondent, named Manon 
Loizean, asked us. 

"No one knows what 
happened to him, and it's 
sure that the Chechens have 
got him and wi.11 probably 
kill him," she told us. "I 
don't think he had any 
security. Tass has no 
moi:iey, and they won't pay 
the Chechens for this guy. 
Too bad. No?" 

"Yes, that's too bad," we 
said, trying hard to imagine 
the reaction of SOF pub­
lisher Robert K. Brown if 
he learned he'd have to part 
with $1 million or so to get 
us out of this black hole. 

Matur said that it was a miracle that the 
Russians had gotten as far as they had this 
time without suffering many casualties. 

We were surprised as well. After three 
consecutive clays of skirting Russian lines 
and speaking with interior ministry troops 
and regular army either on their way to the 
front lines or on their way back to Mozclok 
we conc luded that Russia 's army and 
police force commanders have learned 

Thankfu lly the lngush 
government of strongman 
Ruslan Aushev was also in 
the protection racket, and 
through the offices of his 
English-speaking " personal 
assistant" SOF was provid­
ed with a crack security 
team headed up by a rather 

Russian soldiers prepare captured Chechen rebels (above) for 
questioning at a Russian army base north of Chechnya. The 
rebels were captured during recent fighting along the strategic 
Terek River. (right) Russian army troops pass through a border 
checkpoint on their way to front-line positions in Chechnya. 
Russia continues its offensive against Islamic terrorists in 
Chechnya despite international pressure. 

likeable guy named Matur, lngushetia's no­
rules, full-contact, street-fighting champion. 

Cheap Bodyguards 
Together with Ahmed, our driver, and 

our second bodyguard, Wahid, we were set. 
Price: $40 per clay, per bodyguard, and only 
$30 for Ahmed and his trusty, Russian­
made black Volga sedan. 

It was time to head for the border and 
into Russian-controlled Chechnya. Throngs 
of refugees and Ingush ministry of interior 
BMPs choked the rutted road leading to the 
border. We made slow progress, and after 
Matur promised something to one of the 
border guards we picked up speed and made 
our way towards Urus-Martan, a heavi ly­
defended Chechen city surrounded by near­
ly a brigade of Russian armor. 

nothing from the fiascoes of Afghanistan 
and Chechnya. 

Once more former Soviet commanders, 
who spent decades training for large-scale 
war in Europe, found themselves up against 
a couple thousand so-called terrorists 
ent:renchecl in a handful of small cities and 
some highland villages. 

Stupid Intelligence 
The old mistakes were a ll there. First of 

all, the Russian military persists, according 
to what SOF was able to glean, in ignoring 
its own intel ligence data. 

When earl ier last summer Chechen 
rebels occupied positions in neighboring 
Dagestan no one in the Kremlin took the 
moves seriously. When the rebels eventual­
ly took over a provincial capital, they faced 
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little if any opposition from lightly armed, 
poorly trained Russian Interior Ministry 
troops Moscow had based there. 

This lack of opposition gave both a tac­
tical and psychological advantage to the 
rebels ' leaders, Chechen field commander, 
Sham ii Basayev, and Jordanian Islamic fun­
damentalist, Hattab. 

Another mistake, which SOF learned 
about from disgruntled ministry of i.nterior 

troops, was the Russian 
military 's i.nertia in the 
first weeks of the intru­
sion. All it managed to 
pull into the fighting 
area was an interior 
forces battalion, an 
infantry battalion (pait 
of the l 36th Mecha­
ni zecl Infantry Brigade 
based in Buinak, 
Dagestan) and a mo­
bile commando team 
from Russia that had to 
make a 100-mile 
march to reach its 
deployment zone. 

All of this, the 

Russian troops SOF was able to personally 
speak with told us, led to Moscow find ing 
itself in Chechnya. 

Although two of the three "permanent 
readiness" divisions stationed in European 
Russia, plus two inte rior forces divisions, 
were deployed in the North-Caucuses dis­
trict when SOF was on the ground, it was 
clear that Russia 's top brass had never 
learned how to use its troops properly. 

Muddling Multi-Star Generals 
Russian newspaper editorials wrote that 

"The country had once again become wit­
ness to multi-star generals muddling about 
as if there had been no Chechen experience. 
The army claimed it was up to the interior 

Continued on page 73 
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Many may assume that Thunder Ranch's Pre-1900 course 
is designed exclusively to prepare students for SASS 
(Single Action Shooting Society) competition. Not so. 
While Cowboy Action Shooting competitors will learn 
many useful ski lls in this most enjoyable, yet typically 

high speed, low drag Thunder Ranch course, Clint Smith's objec­
tive is to provide the ski ll s required to actually employ 19th cen­
tury weaponry for self defense in a modern environment. 

To quote Clint, "This is the gun I have, what's the best, most 
efficient way to use it." The single-action revolvers, lever-action 
rifles and both double-barrel and slide-action shotguns of the late 
1800s are still very effective, very viable fighting tools. Everyone 
in the Pre-1900 course dresses in period clothing and Clint makes 
clear that the clothing worn in the 19th century often presented its 
own peculiar problems to the gunfighter. The infamous John 
Wesley Hardin, the "Dark Angel of Texas," who may have killed as 
many as 50, once 
caught his revolver in 
his suspenders during 
the drawstroke in a 
gunfight. 

Thunder Ranch 's 
highly respected and 
well-known honcho, 
Clint Smith, is a 
Marine Corps veteran 
with two infantry tours 
in Vietnam. His experi­
ence includes seven 
years in Jaw enforce­
ment, during which 
time he served as head 
of his department's 
FfU (Firearms 
Training Unit), as well 
as the senior counter­
sni per on the SWAT 

Everyone participating in Thunder 
Ranch's Pre-1900 course dresses in 
period clothing, both students and 
instructors, and Clint makes clear that 
the clothing worn in the 19th century 
often presented its own peculiar prob­
lems to the gunfighter. (below) Rolling 
Thunder drill with shotguns. 

unit. He was Operations Officer for Jeff Cooper's API and both 
started and served as director of Heckler & Koch's training services 

division. Together with his wife, 
Heidi, be runs the Thunder Ranch 
Training Facility with its busy 34-
course schedule and still finds time 
for off-site t:rammg through 
International Training Consultants, 
Inc. , a highly regarded mobile 
training program. 

Thunder Ranch has a guest staff 
of about three dozen instructors. 
The four, including Clint, who 
taught the Pre-1900 course that 
Soldier Of Fortune staff photogra­
pher, Chris Mayer, and I recently 
attended brought an impressive 
array of experience to the table. 
Bi.II McLennan retired from the 
San Antonio Police Department 
after more than 30 years of service, 
the last six-and-a-half of which 
were spent as OIC of firearms 
training. McLennan's unflappable 
demeanor, dry Texas wit and ency­

clopedic knowledge of gunfighting tactics are tremendous assets in 
any course he instructs. 

Thad Rybka is a U.S. Navy veteran (1964-1968) with two tours 
in Vietnam as a gunfire control technician. He has 40 years expe­
rience in the design and handcrafting of leather weapons carrying 
systems. His holsters are worn by armed professionals around the 
world and have been featured in numerous books and magazine 
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Clint Smith (below) demonstrates the second 
count of the five-count drawstroke. 

articles. "TR" can be reached at 134 Havilah Hill Street, Odenville, AL 35120. 
Rob Rathburn is a 20-year veteran of the Denver Police Department and is cur­

rently ass igned as an instructor at the Denver Police Academy 's Firearms Training 
Section. Prior to this assignment, Rob worked for eight years in vice/narcotics and 
four years in the homicide unit. While assigned as an academy firearms instructor, 
Rob was responsible for the development and implementation of the Denver 
Police Department's Urban Rifle Program. Rob was also responsible for revamp­
ing the department's Basic and In-service Handgun Training Programs. He shoots 
under the alias "Turkey Creek Jack Johnson." All of these men are eminently qual­
ified to teach the Pre-1900 course as they are members of Thunder Ranch's 
Regulators, Company A, an elite group of men and women who shoot the weapons 
of the past. 

cowboy Calibers 
Clint does not advocate the use of wimp Joads and calibers, such as often 

encountered among the "game masters" of Cowboy Action Shooting. All courses 
at Thunder Ranch are predicated on the princi.ple that you will fight the way you 
train (and play, I might add). Most of the students in our class shot single-action 
revolvers and lever-action rifles chambered for the .45 Colt round using full ­
power loads. There were also guns present in .44-40, .44 Special, and .357 
Magnum. Throughout the course it was assumed that all guns were loaded at all 
times. 

The inventory of firearms brought to this course was quite revealing. There were 
16 students in the class, each with two single-action revolvers. Fourteen of the 
revolvers were Colt Single Action Army types in various barrel lengths (4'X, 5 ~ and 
7~ inches). Thirteen were chambered for the .45 Colt round and one for .44-40. 

(left) Loading by feel: With the trigger finger firmly up against the base of the cartridge, 
press rearward on the ejector rod. If it goes only a short distance, as shown, you have 
encountered a live round. Rotate the cylinder to the next chamber. (right) Again, with 
the trigger finger firmly up against the base of the cartridge, press rearward once moie 
on the ejector rod. If it goes fully rearward, as shown, you have encountered an empty 
case. Eject the case and load a live round. 



Properly trained and with the correct equipment, women 
can be every bit as deadly as men, maybe moreso. The 
female students in Thunder Ranch's Pre-1900 course were 
enthusiastic and shot well. 

There were 15 Rugers, of which two were Bisleys and 13 Vaqueros. 
The instructors canied either Colts or Rugers. There were four Italian­
made Colt SAA clones to start, but one went down for good on the 
fast day, leaving only three. Clint does not have a high regard for the 
Italian-made Colt clones, as in his considerable experience in the Pre-
1900 courses, they will frequently fail before the course ends. 

I went through the course with two Colt Peacemakers, a third gen­
eration with a 7!4-iuch barrel and a well-used, late second generation 
with a 5!4-inch barrel. Many prefer Colt SAAs for bod1 historical as 
well as reliability reasons, but the Ruger Vaqueros are coming on 
strong as d1ey represent solid reliability at an attractive price. 

Monday morning at Thunder Ranch always commences with a 
lecture by Clint in which he discusses the ground rules for the 
course at hand, the training schedu le, and important information 

about the weapons that wi ll be used 
in the course. One of the first con­
siderations that must be dealt with 
concerning Colt-type single-action 
action revolvers is the importance 
of load ing only "five beans in the 
wheel" as it is extremely dangerous 
to carry these revolvers with the 
hammer down on a loaded cham­
ber. However, if you can anticipate 
a fight , by all means slide a round 
in the empty chamber. 

Cl.in t reminded us that cowboys generally carried only one pistol 
and left the rifle in a chuck wagon. However, profess ional gun­
slingers usually carried two, or more, revolvers. Clint says that 
"Most fights are won by the last shot fired ," and "You' ll only be in 
the fight as long as your ammo lasts." 

A cardinal principle in all of Thunder Ranch 's self-defense 
cou rses is that "Proximity deletes skill. " The tactical consequence of 
this is to "get out of the hole" as quickly and withdraw while fight­
ing. "While fighting" is the imperative phrase in this concept as 
"True killing in a fight doesn ' t begin until one side turns to run. " 
Remember most pistol fights take place at very close ranges -

Thunder Ranch: I World Class Facility 
The Thunder Ranch Trai ning Facility (Dept. SOF, HCR 1, Box 

53, Mountain Home, TX 78058; phone: 830-640-3138; fax: 
830-640-3183; website: www.thunderranchinc.com), which 

opened in 1993, is located 96 miles west of San Antonio, Texas and 
46 miles to the east of Kerrville in the rolling-hills karst topogra­
phy of soud1ern Texas on a total of 2,400 acres. This region , once 
known pri ncipally for Texas Longhorn cattle, is now a center for 
exotic game ranches. 

Thunder Ranch's physical plant is world class throughout. 
There are four ranges. Both the Red Range and Orange Range are 
50x50-yard square ranges. Red Range is the base range for all 
handgun-related classes . This 20-position range has turning, sta­
tionary, wobbler and interface target potential with "cover" struc­
tures when required. Whil e the Orange Range also has stationary 
and wobbler target potential, its most prominent facets include a 
unique "charger" system that represents threats closing quickly on 
the student. In addition , it also has a two- or four-target setup for 
high-speed lateral running targets widl an 80-foot range of opera­
tion. The Yellow Range measures 50xl00 yards and has IPSC 
body-sty le armored and disc-type resetting targets. The target 
options include steel, paper, hostage, stationary, wobbler and 
movers. This 20-pos ition range is the base range for preliminary 
work in shotgun and some pi stol courses. Also holding 20 posi­
tions, the 50 x 100-yard White Range has stationary, wobbler and 
high-speed niming targets avai lable. Its numerous barricades rep­
resent protecti ve cover and/or concealment. The two-section Black 
Range has a 20-position conventional rifle range in IOO-yard incre­
ments out to 300 yards. The other portion is a fie ld range fo r target 

engagements from 400 to 1,200 yards for both known and 
unknown distance applications. 

The most visually impressive facilities at Thunder Ranch are 
the Tower, Thunderville and the infamous Terminator. The Tower 
is a monolithic four-story structure with its own tactical simulator 
that permits li ve fire in all rooms and stairwells. Problems of both 
internal and external entry can be addressed. The stairwells vary in 
dimensions and geometry. All of the window ports can be plugged. 
Students in the Countersniper classes fire from the Tower. 
Thunderville is an elaborate, day or night, in-depth facade over 
200-feet in length representing a two-sided street setting. It' s used 
in all of the rifle programs that present dynamic scenarios. With 
over 60 target options, as well as movers, hostages, runners and 
wobblers, Thunderville features computer-controlled lighting, 
doors , movement, timing and hit documentation. This simulator 
has been designed to test decision-making and target identification 
under maximum stress. The Terminator, used in handgun, shotgun 
and rifle courses, can simulate home, motel or office environments 
with over 400 floor plan options and targets that emphasize identi­
fication and selection prior to engagement. Thi s building is cov­
ered by a free-span roof for training under all lighting or weather 
conditi ons. 

There are few facilities that can even come close to the quality 
provided by Thunder Ranch. The instruction is superb and students 
are pushed to the very limits of their physical and mental capabili­
ties. A training certificate from Thunder Range indicates achieve­
ment respected by law enforcement and military small arms 
authorities throughout the world. - P.G.K. 
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"shoot'emand set 'em on fire too .. "· 
After the lectur~W~\~Ssembled 

at the R,ed:Range; asthe first two 
days of this course were spent on 
revolver\York. Dry~fire at station­
ary targets.came first; followed by 
live~fire;;{ifiUsthat co.ncentrated on 

Points Of Contact empty chamber .. 
This must be practiced over and 

Black Hills Ammunition Dept. SOF over again, as use of the Colt SAA 
P.O. Box 3090, Rapid City, SD 57709; phone: 605-348-5150 revolver involves . considerably 

Call for the location of your nearest dealer; if there is none, . more vi<>!~r·dext~i:-ity\than any.·· 
Black Hills will ship to you at retail. : .. 1,m2d,~~;;ljfe.n:d_gµ~~<;.¥OU:~ will, cif 

, . .the loadilig qrills that are so impor­
'tant' wb,etifighting with a Colt SAA 

,,,,10,, •;}'"c(,>!}rse, . never rbtLa.bJe, to employ 
<ll>UfiJ .. ·~.ti.£).'~.·"~~.i.st.bri.'~p.if9 .. '.d.".o.:.c.'t~,'i.rit.f;.b_ 'e.·.;Pt.?sof'> ""'; . ···this techniq. ue fo Cowboy Action 

800:9''~fDiHon'sW,ay{~co~dale:~,85260 ~fff .,, Shooting competition. However, a 
: revolver. Th~ staJ1dardprocedure is ' 
·.'· to'·Io'ad,:'otie, sldp'.OJ1e(·load .four, 

then put1'llie hammer t:ti ·full-cock 
and then lower it. It will be on an 
empty chamber. That's great for 
Cowboy Action Shooting competi­
tion, but that alone won't do in a 
real gunfight. ·. · . ·, 

' :,~;~:.: .. -~~~~~;~~i~g~3,~~;~;~~g,;~~£;i;:i •..• 'Lk!L ~i~?:i~~~\:~~itli~IlQ~ ~~~~n~~~: 
Thad Rybka, Dept. SOF · istic, Fm' example; in the so-called 

134 Havilah Hill Street, Odenville,AL 35120 "Gunfighter'~ Classification you 

Throughout the week, we woul4 . 
fire one, two or three rounds .and'>·"· .. , ... ,,.. 
then top off the cylinder: The procedt# \\le Iearried)lunng the first 
few days in the daylight was designed:. to pro:gt for fighting 
under subdued lig ·· ' ' 1' 'the datkas w.~lf , ~·· > .. · · ... ,·. 

••• • ~ 0 .·,<~,·~, >< ' " ; ' .. ~,'. ( )',"i/'.' "·~,,;·'' "\'. i, ·~•>· >''.< • 

With yo,~ey .. · .. , •..... · .. get area ~tt·>th~rev., . . ... ·m·f('ont 10 
the reai:I ··• · tio~·~lf.pqirtting at the~ote~tirutarget;; ·~·!µNhipor-

. ·· · ·· · • ())19ws: Open ~elQ.~~g•ga~ang:af.'1w th~ llam-
. keep your•tf · · ~:way frotiitheJr0ntof the 

day get' · · • }~tt'i' l.liµpnlerfalls 
.. 'e trigge1H'iil . . . . .e fiii . (liid against the 

... ''.base:. .. . . . c . . ge and holditthetefi~Jy. Slide the ejector rod 
: ~;;fotlie~~with the'sui)port hand. Ifit only· goes rearward a very short 

· · '.;-:>:,•,di.~ , · ·.· );uiiing it up againsta10lidedroµnq;lfso, rotate the 
. ;;x~§JiM~ . i~r.XJ~d~~iii~r. Repeattbi,s probedµ!e}YJ\enthe ejector 

::-~~;:'(:,;' <'.: ... , ciJ:ajr.Il~~l!'iill the wayr~ar,ward; you have.encountered 

'?~~£0~ ·:~'Y?if~':1~~'~$~~~ 
'b1y .listening for '.eaph·' click;i5f:r(>fation,.'but 

.. if9iif;i:on~~pisnhe eim~iJfcfotmben:~fing theham­
ock; theii.lowedt carefully and it wilLbe testing on the s ~,;:;<,:~< ~,:;~\"'.~\~·," ('.~~<::;'.' .. •<~· · , ~c i'' " :. ·' 0-'' ·, •• ' 

/f" t(-. , ' -_ .:: - . - ;-:b11~~;.:~J-:.::~-,:~ ·~1 ;:/.: 

shootboth revolvers until they are 
empty! This is, of course, com­
pletely contrary to correct tactical 
procedures. 

This loading technique was prac­
ticed with movement to the right, 

left, forward and rear. The second day we began shooting at moving 
targets, both turning and wobbler types. Distances varied from con­
tact to approximately 20 yards. There.are no distancern.arkers on the 
ranges at Thunder Ranch, as there are no chalk lip:es on the street 
until the fight's over and the coroner arrives~ Shootingwas almost 
always on the move, at both the center of mass and the.11ead. 

Both the strong-side and crossdraw.p~y~ep~~.; ' ·· · ,yl'e.pra~ticed 
·as a five-count drawstroke, with bo. · · · • g':and.tben 
drawing and shooting with one haxiil ' . . ·. ·. '. • a~~s~·we 
practiced moving rearward, firing and reloadirigwjth,ourpiutiJers: 

Yesterday's Assault WeapoQ(,. . · · 
On the third day we assembled,C. '.df~it<lW"~:Range to woi:k 

with lever-action rifles. At Thunder RM · you "use a pistol to shoot 
your way to a rifle.'' The rifle . calibers matched those of the 
revolvers: .45 Colt, .44-40 and .357 l\1agmJm~Marlins predominat­
ed as there were 11 of them; There was one Uberti-made Henry rifle 
and the remaining were Winchest.ers oi: :Wipcne~tertdones {Ubbtti · 
and Rossi) in Models 1873, 1892 and 1$94: You will peed approx~­
mately 1,200 rounds of combined revolver/rifi,e anim.unition for the 
Pre-1900 class. A substantial number o( stt1dt'.nts.~ ipcluding myself, · 

"It ain't like it used ta be Ill but, it'll da." 
Beyond the Wild Bunch - The Fast Growing Sport of 

Cowboy Action Shooting. By Gary Kieft. Photos By Nyle 
Leatham . Published by Dillon Precision Products, Inc., 8009 East 
Dillon's Way, Scottsdale, AZ 85260; phone 800-223-4570. 160 
pages. Color photographs. $29.95 plus postage and handling. 

W hen I first met Mike Dillon some three decades ago, he was 
shooting machine guns and having Winchester lever-action 
Model 94s rechambered to modern cartridges such as the 

.357 Magnum. If I remember correctly, the Winchesters never 
worked right and his machine guns were always dirty. Be that as it 
may, the two of us and our respective families have pumped a lot 
of lead downrange together over the intervening years. 

Mike's interest in cowboy guns and cowboys never left him. 
And now he has published the best durn book ever assembled on 
the topic of Cowboy Action Shooting. Whether you're "just 
startin' out" in Cowboy Action Shooting, or this is your "opening 
for a new territory," this is absolutely required reading. 

Author Gary Kieft, aka Mogollon Munk, covers in great detail 
every important topic related to this fastest growing of all the 
shooting sports. Starting with the first ever Cowboy Action 
Shooting Match, held in December 1979, Kieft takes us through 
the development of SASS (the Single Action Shooting Society) 

with its current membership of over 20,000. The author discusses 
the alias which every cowboy shooter must have, as well as the all­
important topic of safety and both cowboy etiquette, shooting 
techniques and the ubiquitous gun carts we use to tote our gear. 

Three chapters cover the firearms used in Cowboy Action 
Shooting. With sixguns, the argument remains Ruger vs. Colt. 
Myself, I shoot Colts. Sometimes I stuff Uberti-made Schofields 
in my leather and Kieft discusses those as well. The advantages 
and disadvantages of different barrel lengths is also covered. With 
the pistol-caliber lever-action rifles/carbines you have two alter­
natives to begin with: the toggle action of the M1866 Henry and 
M 1873 Winchester or the vertical locking block of the M 1892 and 
M1894 Winchesters and Ml894 Marlin. The vertical locking 
block system is smoother, faster and in most other regards superi­
or and most top competitors use lever-actions of this type. While 
you will encounter a few exposed-hammer doubles, the most 
prevalent scatterguns are "hammerless" doubles or exposed-ham­
mer slide-action (almost always the Winchester Model 1897) 
types. Personally, I have little faith in the Model '97's action, but 
the split on the firing line seems to be about fifty-fifty. Most are 
12-gauge, but some wimps use 20-gauge smoothbores. 

The chapter on gunsmithing is followed by an all important 
discussion of the various cartridges used in Cowboy Action 
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used Black Hills Ammunition (Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 3090, Rapid City, SD 57709; phone: 605-
348-5150 - call for the location of your nearest 
dealer, if there is none, Black Hills will ship to 
you at retail) and they have clearly become the 
leader in this highly specialized field. In an 
attempt to save some of my Black Hills ammu­
nition for Cowboy Action Shooting competition, 
I slipped in some reloads. The result was more 
than a dozen squib loads without a propellant 
charge, which locked up my revolvers and rifle 
each and every time. There's a lesson there and 
it doesn't need to be belabored. 

Clint says, "If I could get steadier, I'd get 
steadier. " So, although we shot also from off­
hand, sitting and kneeling, if possible you 
should go to prone. A corollary of this is Clint's 
belief that with regard to the rifle, "If I could get 
closer, I'd get closer." We shot first at a station­
ary ·paper target with a white dot at approxi­
mately 25 and 50 yards from the sitting and 
lrneeling positions; 75 yards from sitting and 
prone and 100 yards prone only. This was fol­
lowed by multiple-shot sequences on steel 
plates. ·we ended with a drill referred to as 
"Rolling Thunder:" :five steel plates and five 
shooters with five loaded rounds . They fire in 
sequence, first a one plate only, then two and 
finally all five. It's each shooter 's responsibility 
to top off b.is magazine as others are shooting. 
This is excellent practice iu reloading ui1der the simulated stress of 
a gunfight. 

In the afternoon we assembled at the Terminator, where we 
learned that "tactics is architecture and billiards." We ran the 
Terminator with .both revolvers and the lever-action Iifle. 

We also cycled av.er to ThundervilLe where we deployed with 
lever-action rifle§.' On the second run , we started wi,rh any rounds 
left in the magazine from the first run. Shooting until empty, we 
were forced to load while moving (with the rifle at half-cock). The 
targets were falling steel plates that would drop only if hit squarely 

Shooting to include: for revolvers the 25-20 Winchester, .32-20 
Winchester, .38 Special/.357 Magnum, .38-40 Winchester, .44-
40 Winchester, .44 Special, .44 Magnum (reduced loads) , and of 
course the .45 Colt. Long-range 
rifle, side-match cartridges pro­
filed include the .30-30 
Winchester, .30-40 Krag, .38-55 
Winchester and the .45-70 
Government. There is also a sec­
tion on reloading for cowboy 
competition which, not surpris­
ingly, features Dillon 's superb 
equipment. 

There are also chapters on gun­
leather, the long-range, derringer, 
pocket pistol , "original double­
action revolver" and plainsman 
side events, as well as horseback 
competition. A section on clothing 
is followed by fascinating sketch­
es of the top and/or most colorful 
shooters in the game. The book 
ends with appendices containing 
the SASS Shooters Handbook, the 
CMSA (Cowboy Mounted 
Shooting Association) guidelines and a resource li st for cowboy 
action shooters. Throughout the book, thumbnail biographical 
sketches of famous Hollywood cowboys (such as John Wayne, 

Instructor and well-known holstermaker Thad 
Rybka (left) illustrates the third count of the 
five-count drawstroke. 

by substantial loads. 
On the morning of the fifth day we assem­

bled at Yellow Range for work with the scatter­
guns. There were three Winchester Model 1897s 
and 13 double-barrel shotguns. Of the later, one 
was a Stevens, one a Lefever, one a Russian 
Baikal imported by EAA and 13 were Brazilian 
IGA shotguns imported by Stoeger Industries. I 
have been using an IGA and am not satisfied 
with the quality. The buttstock-to-receiver inter­
face is poor and all-too-frequently the buttstocks 
will crack after no more than several hui1dred 
rounds. The Baikal coach gun appears to be of 
substantially better quality and featnres an inter­
esting modular trigger mechanism. Manufac­
tured by IZHMECH in Izhevsk, Russia, SOF 
will be submitting the Baikal coach gun to test 
and evaluation in the very near future. Shotgun 
practice was on steel plates from about 20 yards 
with movement, firing one or two and then 
reloa,ding. We also foed a RoUing Thunder exer­
cise w.ith the shotgun. Several of the ladies used 
20-gauge smootbbores, but 12-gauge predomi­
nated. Throughout the course I fired the popular 
Winchester AA Low Recoil , Low Noise 12-
gauge shotshelJs. You will need up to 400 shot­

shells to finish the Pre-1900 course. The morning ended with tran­
sition drills from the rifle to the handgun. 

Broken up into groups of four, we spent the afternoon riding 
on the stagecoach and running stages through " Villa Tormenta." 
The Thunder Ranch stagecoach was built on top of a trail er and 
is towed by a p.i.ckup truck with steel armor plate in the bed to 
protect the du.iver. Each student made two run s with the shotgun 

Continued on page 72 

Tom Mix, Ken Maynard, Roy Rogers - to whom the book is ded­
icated - Wild BiJl Elliot and others) and early rodeo stars are 
illustrated with four-color reproductions of their respective movie 

and show posters. 
All of this is more than 

enough to guarantee a place on 
the bookshelf of everyone even 
remotely interested in Cowboy 
Action Shooting. However, the 
absolutely stunnin g all-color 
photography places Beyond the 
Wild Bunch in a category it 
shares with few other gun books, 
if any. When I first met Nyle 
Leatham he was a staff photogra­
pher for the Arizona Republic. 
Retiring after more than 30 
years, he began photographing 
IPSC events for American 
Handgunner. Ny le is well­
known in firearms circles for the 
state-of-the-art technology he 
brought to downrange shooting 
competition photography. He has 
more than outdone himself with 

thi s book as the overall impact of hi s photos is simply overpow­
ering. Don ' t mi ss this spectacular gun book. 

- P.G.K. 

MARCH 2000 J( SOLDIER OF FORTUNE • www.sofmag.com 53 



Presently Huck said: 
"What does pirates have to do?" 
Tom said: "Oh, they have just a bully 

time - take ships and burn them, and get 
the money and bury it in awful places in 
their island where there's ghosts and things 
to watch it, and kill everybody in the ships 
- make 'm walk a plank." 

"And they carry the women to the 
island," said Joe; "they don't kill the 
women." 

"No," assented Tom, "they don't kill the 
women - they're too noble. And the 
women's always beautiful, too. " 

"And don't they wear the bulliest 
clothes! Oh no! All gold and silver and di'­
monds," said Joe, with enthusiasm. 

"Who?" said Huck. 
"Why, the pirates." 

(from The Adventures of Tom Sawyer, 
by Mark Twain) 

R 
iracy, sanitized by distance from 
the ghastly atrocities that victim­

ized water-borne commerce and 
ons, became grist for many a land­

locked pulp writer of the 19th century. And 
when filtered through the imagination of 
Samuel Clemens and the character of Tom 
Sawyer, it was a plausible option for a 
swashbuckling career by adventurous ado­
lescents. 

There is no public-relations effort as 
effective as time, and the parade of years 
since the first heyday of piracy has also 
helped romanticize the bloodthirsty persona 
of pirates to that of colorful and eccentric 
cartoon characters who love parrots and 
monkeys and address everyone as "Matey." 

Walt Disney and other insufferable 
romantics not withstanding, however, the 
reality of piracy was such a grotesque 
scourge on the planet that it led to the 
world's first broad-based, cooperative law­
enforcement agreement, promoted by seafar­
ing states such as England, France and the 

PART I 

The Buccaneers And Their Reign Of Terror 
by Fl"aV\k t-lopkiV\s 
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United States, wh ich declared pirates would have no safe haven any­
where and would be fair game for any armed authorities, anywhere, 
any time. A contemporary historian of Sam Clemens recorded a more 
typical pirate deed in The Buccaneers and Their Reign of Terror 
when recounting the taking of an Engli sh man o' war: 

" ... he beheaded the ship 's captain with a mig hty stroke of hi s 
cutlass , and chopped open his chest to remove hi s heart, gnaw­
ing on the st ill palpitating member to the cheers of hi s crew of 
brigands ... " 

The rea lity of piracy was, and is, quite remote indeed from the 
urchin with a plast ic cutlass bumming Halloween treats on your 
front porch. You may think of them then, and now, as Char lie 
Manson with a boat. As a ru le they gave no quarter: The li ves aboard 
the hapless merchanteer they captured had less meaning to them 
than a bottle of grog. And the grog of the time was not that good. 

As Did As History 
Marine piracy developed concurrently with the first seagoing 

enterprises, as those who used to rob caravans took to the sea after 
the same prey. Marine piracy flourished for centuries until the 
advent of in ternational agreements such as The Law of Nations, an 
increase in the size of merchant vessels, and the vastly upgraded 
naval patrolling of common shipping lanes relegated it to the back­
waters of the planet, and largely to the dustbin of history. 

:ii Photojournalist Nitin Vadukul went to sea with 
-5 these pirates in the South China Sea - current 
~ hotbed of marine piracy. The fact that one car­
z ries a Chinese-made M14 copy, made for the 

New People's Army in the Philippines, implies 
there may be a connection. 

It is, however, enjoying a global resur­
gence as modern pi rates find enticing and 
abundant new targets to plunder, and new 
technologies help them continue an old pro­
fess ion. Tabulated statistics by the United 
Nations, the International Marine Bureau, 
the international press and various marine 
securi ty organizations all agree: Piracy on 
the high seas may well be one of the growth 
industries of the new millennium - it 
increased by more than 150% in the three 
years of 1994-1997, and will have doubled 
overall during the last decade. 

As in times past, when vessels ply ocean 
waters heavily laden with precious cargo for 
which there is a ready illicit market, and 
there is no effective counter-force, piracy 
blooms. Typical of hundreds of recent inci­
dents was the general cargoship Cheung 
Son, attacked in December 1998 by a 
Chinese gang thought to be headed by Weng 
Siliang and Zhu Youwang. All 23 hands 
aboard the Cheung Son were brutally mas­
sacred and thrown overboard. After a year­
long search through 12 provinces and 
municipalities, and under a great deal of 
internatioinal pressure, Chinese authorities 
had arre ted Weng and Zhu as we went to 
press. From the larges t seagoing freigh ters 
with loads of a lumi num ingots , sugar and 
oi l, to pitifully unseaworthy craft carrying 
defenseless refugees, to the fiberglass 
yachts of the wealthy, all seagoing traffic 
worldwide is once again vulnerable. 

The Semi-Noble Tradition of 
Marine Theft and Vandalism 

But we digress: "What is past is prologue," 
and we need to know from whence came 
these pirates, who so long lay in hibernation. 

Small boats are especially vulnerable to pirate attack, even moreso if 
they have a handy transom door or low gunwales - but large vessels 
underway with million-dollar cargoes are just as vulnerable to today's 
high-tech pirates. 
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Pirates? Oh) yes, everybody knows they used to roam the seas rob· 
bing and pillaging: Mention " pirate" today and thoughts run to sal­
vaging treasures and relics from sunken pirate ships. (left) 
Encrusted cannon retrieved from wreck of Blackbeard's Queen 

ln the early days of seafaring, there was 
often a melding of nat ional marine interes ts 
and piracy as ancient Phoenicians, Greeks, 
Carthaginians and Romans vied with one 
another for control of seaborne commerce: 

Anne's Revenge is lowered to deck of RV Dan Moore. (below) 
Additional 7' cannon is recovered from Revenge off Beaufort, N.C. 
Interesting salvage, sometimes profitable - but few realize that 
today modern piracy is a billion-dollar business. 

period, when highly capable naval crews were 
disbanded and seaworthy warships were sold . 
Many were so ld for legitimate commerce and 
carried cargo - and many, already well-pre­
pared fo r war, were used by privateers who 
sailed under letters of marque for various 
powers. Some subsequently decided to stay in 
the business even without letters of marque, to 
become some of the most colorful pirates in 
history. 

Attacking the competition at sea held the 
additional benefit - if you preva iled - of 
realizing hi s cargo. Rugged Vikings and 
Norsemen traveled south from Scandinavia 
via the Hebrides and Shetland Is lands, raiding 
the shipping of the then-coll aps ing Roman 
empire, and raid ing - sometime settling in 
- poorly defended coastal vi llages along the 
west European coast. The Moors held sway 
along the coasts of North Africa, venturing 

Time has encrusted the anchor of 
Blackbeard's flagship, and time has erased 
the popular memory of pirates as wanton 
killers, vandals and thieves. 

A letter of marque was authority given to 
pri vate persons to fit out an armed ship and 
use it to attack, capture, and plunder enemy 
merchant vessels in time of war - think of 

into the Mediterranean as Roman control waned, although piracy 
was a problem even at the heyday of the Roman empire - Juliu s 
Caesar was once held captive by pirates . 

Piracy really came into its own after the wars of the Renaissance 

(above) Weapons and trivia from Blackbeard's ship included brass blun­
derbuss barrel, 4· and 24-pound cannon balls, sounding weight and touch­
hole cover from cannon. Marine archeologist in the year 2300 studying a 
sunken pirate vessel from 2000 will find: AK47 receivers, RPG-7 rocket 
launchers and PG? rounds, radar and NVG gear. Times and tools change 
- pirates do not. (right) Placer gold recovered incidentally at wreck of 
Queen Anne's Revenge assayed as high as 95% - suggesting it came 
from what is now the American Southwest, or central America, and was 
pirated when running the Caribbean gauntlet from the New World to Spain. 
Placer found in Georgia and the Carolinas was typically lower in gold. 
Today's pirates steal mostly the hardgoods of international commerce. 

them as sea-going meres. This was a win-win 
situation wh ich a llowed attacks on the enemy 's trade at no cost to 
the sponsoring government, and these privateers were rewarded by 
what they could capture - very much li ke the recent Serbian spon­
sorship of "Arkan" and his band of rapine pill agers who were 
unleashed to plunder Bosni a and Kosovo. 

The offi cers and crew of a pri vateer could keep a large part or all 
of the money captured, but when a privateer was less successful 
there was a great temptation to become a pirate and plunder what­
ever ship came along. As throughout hi story, those who win often 
rewrote the rules, and having been commissioned by a letter of mar­
que was no guarantee to a privateer of amnesty from prosecution if 
things did not go in their favor on the high seas. A privateer captu red 
by hostil e forces was often tried for piracy and summarily executed. 
And it often happened that warring cou ntries would make peace and 
a pri vateer wou ld not get the word until he returned to his home port 
from a foray, onl y to be subsequentl y prosecuted for attacks on ships 
of a now-friendl y nat ion. Perhaps this element was a consideration 

with privateers who decided to 
continue the ir careers as free­
booter under their own fl ag -
the .Jolly Roger. 

During the 16th Century, 
Spain was at war with England 
(Elizabethan Wars) and the Dutch 
Republic, which was trying to 
secure its independence. Spanish 
galleons that carried the treasure 
plundered from Central and 
South America th rough the 
Caribbean to Spain were favored 
targets of the privateers (and the 
pirates, which were often hard to 
di stingui sh in that place and 
time). The remoteness of the 
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Caribbean from Europe worked an advan­
tage for England, who at the time had con­
siderable colonial interests in North 
America. 

Letters of marque were discontinued by 
the many countries who signed the 
Declaration of Paris in 1856. The United 
States, as well as several other countries, 
however, only signed the international 
treaty much later: The Un ited States was in 
no rush to bind ourselves to this agreement, 
as we were more dependent on the use of 
privateers to increase our maritime power, 
as we then lacked a world-class navy. 

town and drove most of his rnen into the 
swamps. General Andrew Jackson to ld 
Governor William Clairborne he had been 
right to punish "those hellish bandits" and 
"the undersigned calls not upon pirates and 
robbers to join him in the glorious cause." 

Jean Lamte 
The diary of a particular time can often 

best be revealed through the life and times 
of the players on that hi storical stage. Who 
better to illustrate the dichotomy of gov­
ernments who found privateers-cum­
pirates tool s of convenience than Jean 
Laffite, pirate, pardoned American patriot 
- and once again pirate. 

A pact with the devil: the British Royal commis­
sion of Captain Kidd, patriot privateer who ended 
up hanged as a pirate. (below) In the Middle 
Ages, pirates along the coast of Germany were 
dealt with perfunctorily. Here they are lined up 
and beheaded like poultry. 

Realpolitic won the day, however, when 
Jackson arrived in New Orleans to find 
only 700 regulars , little ammunition and 
few cannon. Some 2,000 Tennessee and 
Kentucky volunteer frontiersmen showed 
up, and men varying from freed slaves to 
merchants to Choctaw Indians rallied 
around the flag - but Jackson still lacked 
ammunition , cannoneers and ships to guard 
the water flanks of the city. 

When Laffite, still with a price on his 
head, showed up at General Jackson 's HQ 
to reiterate his offer of help - this time 
with no strings attached - Jackson had 
had time to sober up from the heady wine 
of liberty, and he made an instant decision: 

Little authentic is known about the early 
life of Laffite, except that he was born in 
France 1780, running away to sea at 15 . He 
became famous as the leader of a colony of 
pirates and smugglers located on the 
Baratarian coast south of New Orleans 
from 1810 to 1814. Laffite was a genuine 
buccaneer - one who was commissioned 
by a letter of marque to prey specifically on 
Spanish shipping. He was a privateer with 
a letter of marque issued by Cartagena (a 
breakaway Spanish possession that eventu-
aJly became part of Colombia) . This is analogous to a trading vessel 
today flying under a Liberian flag: The legitimacy is shaky at best, 
but it does satisfy the international paperwork requirements. Laffite 
illega lly disposed of his plunder through merchant connections and 
luxury shops owned by him and his brother Pierre, on fashionable 
Royal Street in New Orleans, doing quite well. He also dealt in 
black ivory - slaves captured from Span ish ships, which he sold at 
$1 a pound - bargain prices after the 1808 U.S. law forbade the 
importation or more slaves. 

Although hi s p1ivateer commission and letter of marque were 
"legitimate," Laffite did represent competition to other powers who 
also did well for themselves preying on the Spaniards as they ran the 
Caribbean gauntlet with treasures they had in turn pillaged from 
native cultures in Central and South America. ALI attempts to run 
him off, however, were in vain. Even an 1814-foray by U.S. 
Commodore Patterson with a naval flotilla which captured Laffi te 's 
ships, did not destroy Lafitte's business nor influence in the area. 

Strange Bedfellows 
As the Baratarian gulf was an important approach to New 

Orleans, the Briti sh, as part of their operations against the city in 
1814, offered Laffite 30,000 
pounds and a commission in 
the Royal Navy for his help. 
Laffite, however, forwarded 
the papers on to the 
American authorities, offer­
ing to aid the Americans in 
exchange for a pardon of him 
and his men. His reply came 
in the form of the fleet of 
American gunboats that 
dashed into Laffite' s home 
port and captured the pri zes 
anchored there, seized much 
of bis goods, set fire to his 

"We accept your offer. It is timely and the 
United States is grateful." Jackson put 
Laffite and his men in charge of artillery at 
the battle of New Orleans, where they sin­
gularly distinguished themselves against 
the British. As a result of their pivotal ser­
vices in the Battle of New Orleans , 

l
'iij President James Madison issued Laffite 
~ and his men a full presidential pardon. 

'~ This gave Laffite an opportunity to pur­
~ sue an honorable career, but instead in 1817 
~ he took some l ,000 followers and occupied 

i1ioo0.,.. __ ~" the site that is now Galveston, Texas, from 
were he could continue doing what he liked 

best: harvesting Spanish galleons hauling New World booty back to 
Spain. Laffite gradually lost control of his men and in 1821 several of 
his lieutenants attacked American ships, and American pressure was 
brought to bear. Laffite thereupon hand-picked a crew of his best men 
to outfit his favorite vessel the Pride, and sailed into the realm of 
misty legends from whence he had come. 

Blackbeard 
Blackbeard was the professional monicker of English pirate 

Edward Teach (possibly Thatch), born at an unknown date in 
Bristol. Blackbeard turned to piracy after a successful career as a 
British privateer during the war of Spanish Succession (1701-13). 
He was first heard of as a pirate in 1716, and the following year he 
converted a captured French merchantman into a 40-gun warship 
Queen Anne s Revenge. 

He soon became notorious for his outrages, attacking ships in the 

The legendary Jean Laffite was merely a pirate until needed at Battle 
of New Orleans, where he became a patriot. Although short on detail, 
these woodcuts accurately illustrate boarding tactics and ruthless­
ness of pirates. 
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Sir Henry Morgan sacked Spanish Panama as a privateer, but on 
his return found peace had been declared with Spain - making 
him a pirate. He was tried as a pirate - but later released and 
knighted when peace with Spain fell apart. 

Caribbean and the Atlantic Coast of North America from l 716 to 
1718. Blackbeard operated from a base in North Carolina, with 
whose British Governor Charles Eden he spli t the proceeds. After a 
relatively short but profitable career terrorizing coastal settlements 
and shipping in Virginia and the Carolinas, he was fina lly killed on 
22 November 1718 during an engagement with a British force sent 
from Virginia. 

Blackbeard had established his base in a North Carolina inlet, 
forcibly collecting shipping toLls in Pamlico 
Sound, under his prize-sharing agreement 
with Governor Eden. At the request of a 
committee of Carolina planters, Alexander 
Spotswood, lieutenant governor of Virginia, 
sent a British naval force under Lieutenant 
Robert Maynard, who after a hard fight, 
succeeded in killing Teach; Blackbeard's 
body was decapitated and his head stuck on 
the bowsprit of his ship. The most famous 
aspect of Blackbeard, aside from the heavy 
black beard that earned him his nickname, 
was that his great buried treasure has never 
been found - if it did indeed exist. 

Captain William Kidd 

the folly of attempting to deal with crooked politicians and kings. His 
story is that of a man with in.itially honorable, if vain, intentions who 
was forced to swim with sharks and ended up used, abused, and scap­
goated at the end of a rope. 

Kidd was born about 1645 at Greenock, Renfrew, Scotland and 
his early career is obscure. By 1689 Kidd was sailing as a legitimate 
privateer for Great Britain against the French in the West Indies and 
off the coast of North America. Jn 1690 he was an establ ished sea 
captain and ship owner in New York City, where he also owned 
property. At various times he was commissioned by both New York 
and Massachusetts colonies as a privateer, to rid their coasts of 
enemy privateers. 

In London, in J 695, Kidd received a royal commission to appre­
hend pirates molesting the ships of the East Jndia company in the 
Red Sea and the Indian Ocean. It was this final voyage that lead to 
his downfall , and the aftermath of that voyage that put him so in the 
public spotlight that his true history became lost in the swirling 
mists of legend. An excellent short history by Bruce Heydt in British 
Heritage magazine recounted how the genuine Captain William 
Kidd, as contrasted the figure of legend, fell victim to hubris. 

Royal Screwing 
Kidd went to England in hopes of serving his king as captain of 

a Royal Navy warship. While he waited for a royal vessel to com­
mand, the Whig-dominated Board of Trade was considering a re lat­
ed problem - the pirates who were wreaking havoc with the trade 
between England and her Indian colonies. What the Crown needed, 
they decided, was an aggressive privateer. who could accost the 
pirates on their own turf and terms - and perhaps prey on the occa­
sional French merchantman when the opportunity presented itself. 
As luck would have it, Kidd had come hat- in-hand asking for a com­
mand as the Board came to that conclusion. 

Kidd balked at accepting merely another commission as a priva­
teer, but the officials pointedly questioned the loyalty of any British 
subject who would refuse to serve the king in any useful capacity 
and hinted suggestively that if Kidd should cboose to return to 
America, then his ship might not clear customs. In the end, howev­
er, it was the withering carrot of hope for a Royal Navy commission 
that convinced Kidd he might as well , reluctantly, lead a privateer 
against the Red Sea pirates. 

Since they had essentially shanghaied Kidd, the Board of Trade 
fe lt no great pressure to offer him any wage. And since they wel l 
understood how tempting it might be for even a true patriot wi th an 
armed ship to engage in a li ttle lucrative side activity, to guarantee 
that Kidd would leave British or allied shipping alone, they demand­
ed that he post a staggering 20,000-pound bond, which forced him 
to sell his own ship and find a private investor in order to meet hi 
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No other pirate so well illustrates that 
pirates were the stuff of legends, as does 
Captain Kidd. That this tragio-comic char­
acter would be the most highly romanti­
cized of all pirate characters points to the 
delusion of attempting to learn from leg­
ends. That this initially high-minded man 
would end up sentenced to hang in public 
view until his body rotted away points to 

Ann Bonny (left) and Mary Read were female pirates and part of Calico Jack 
Rackham's (inset) crew when captured; each was sentenced to death by admi­
ralty court in Jamaica in 1720 (both pregnant at the time). They both cheated the 
hangman: One died in prison, one disappeared, thought to have escaped. 

SB www.sofmag.com SOLDIER OF FORTUNE ~ MARCH 2000 



The infamous Blackbeard ravaged shipping and settlements 
along colonial Carolina coast, splitting with corrupt British 
governor. British task force finally got him and (inset), took 
his head home with them on the bowsprit (silver-plated 
"authentic" Blackbeard skulls are often seen on display from 
Carolinas to Virginia). 

obligation to outfit a privateer. But Kidd's bloodletting by the Board 
of Trade, politicians and Royalty was not yet complete. 

Kidd and hi s crew were to be paid only from their increasingly 
meager share of the proceeds of any booty they might capture: No 
booty - no pay. In addition, in any case they had to assume the 
whole cost of the entire voyage. If this does not convince the read­
er that Kidd was the victim of lowly pirates in high places, consid­
er that the members of the board each skimmed an immodest per­
centage of the proceeds for themselves - so immodest indeed that 
they all signed the agreement with an alias - and King William 
himself grabbed 10% right off the top (he also signed with an ali as). 

Kidd spent several months preparing the newly built 34-gun sh ip 
the Adven1ure Galley and set sai l the end of February I 696 - but 
the Crown was not through with him yet: He was barely underway 
when a Royal Navy warship stopped the privateer and press-ganged 
Kidd 's best crewmen, leaving him only a skeleton crew, barely 
enough to sail the vessel, let alone wage war on experienced and 
well-armed pirates. Once again under sail , Kidd cut a course not fo r 
the Indian Ocean, but back to New York, where he recruited 85 new 
hands to replace those press-ganged by the Royal Navy. 

From this point on, accounts vary. Kidd's version was that he sim­
ply attempted to fulfi ll his mission, ignoring the deadline but other­
wise sticking to his end of the (bad) bargain . Accord ing to those who 
accused him, when he did not come up with the spoils (that they did 
not have the guts to steal themselves), he turned to piracy. 

Good Kidd Gone Bad? 
At his trial, Kidd portrayed himself as acting in good faith, torn 

between the need for placating a riotous crew demanding some 

Continued on page 74 

"Honor amongst thieves" is probably the original oxymoron, but not even 
a criminal enterprise can succeed without some sort of agreed-upon and 
enforced rules. Piracy was no exception. The typical pirate was not some­
one you would bring home to dinner, but they all realized they must work 
together. Disputes and treachery among pirates was not uncommon, but it 
would have been unproductive chaos for all concerned had they not 
worked within a framework of protocols. The various "artic les" signed by 
pirates as they entered service on a pirate sh ip varied, but as all were 
based on pragmatism, they each contain simi lar elements. 
These articles used by Bartholomew Roberts (Black Barty) were recorded 
in 1724 by Captain Charl es Johnson: 

1 - Every man has a vote in Affairs of Moment; has equal title to the fresh 
provisions, or strong liquors, at any time se ized and use of them at 
pleasure, unless a scarcity make it necessary, for the good of all, to 
vote a retrenchment. 

2 - Every man to be called fairly in turn, by list, on board of prizes, 
because, they were on these occasions allowed a shift of clothes: but, 
if they defrauded the company to the value of a dollar, in plate, jew­
els, or money, marooning was their punishment. 

3 - No person to game at cards or dice, for money. 
4 - The lights and cand les to be put out at eight o'clock at night: If any of 

the crew, after that hour, still remained inclined for drinking, they 
were to do it on the open deck. 

5 - To keep their piece, pistols, and cutlass clean, and fi t for service. 
6 - No boy or woman to be al lowed amongst them. If any man were found 

seducing any of the latter sex, and carried her to sea, disguised, he 
was to suffer death. 

7 - To desert the sh ip, or their quarters in battle, was punished with death, 
or marooning. 

8 - No striking one another on board, but every man 's quarrels to be 
ended on shore, at sword and pistol. 

9 - No man to talk of breaking up their way of living, till each had shared 
a 1000. If in order to do this, any man should lose a limb, or become 
a cripple in the ir service, he was to have 800 dollars, out of the pub­
lic stock, and for lesser hurts, proportionally. 

10 - The captain and quartermaster to receive two shares of a prize, the 
master, boatswain and gunner, one share and a half, and other offi­
cers, one and a quarter. 

Another example of pirate's articles are these by pirate John Phillips, as 
recorded by Phi lip Gosse in 1924: 

1 - Every man shall obey every civi l command; the Captain shall have 
one full share and a half in all pri zes, the master, carpenter, boatswain 
and gunner shall have one share and a quarter. 

2 - If any man shall offer to run away, or keep any secret from the com­
pany, he shall be marooned with one bottle of powder, one bottle of 
water, one small arm and shot. 

3 - If any man shall steal any thing in the company, or game, to the value 
of a piece of eight, he shall be marooned or shot. 

4 - If at any time we shou ld meet another marooner (that is, pirate) , that 
man shall sign his articles without the consent of our company, shall 
suffer such punishment as the captain and the company shall think 
fit. 

5 - That man that shal l strike another while these articles are in force, 
shal l receive Moses's law (that is, 40 strikes lacking one) on the bare 
back. 

6 - That man that shall snap his arms, or smoke tobacco in the hold, 
without a cap to his pipe, or carry a candle lighted without a lantern, 
shal l suffer the same punishment as in the former article. 

7 - That man that shall not keep his arms clean, fit for engagement, or 
neglect his business, shall be cut off from his share, and suffer such 
other pun ishment as the Captain and the company shall think fit. 

8 - If any man shall lose a joint in time of engagement, shall have 400 
pieces of eight; if a limb, 800. 

9 - If at any time you meet with a prudent woman, that man that offers to 
meddle with her, without her consent, shall suffer present death. 

-FT 
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Thf Pricf of llonor 
By David Hackworth. 1999. Published by Doubleday, a divi­

sion of Random House, Inc., 1540 Broadway, New York, NY 
I 0036. 489 pages. $25.95. Reviewed by Carl Bernard. 

David Hackworth's choice 
of genre, the nove l, to 
honor the men with whom 

he fought in the nation 's recent 
wars is particularly apt. The 
fighting done by a low-level 
infantry unit ties its men togeth­
er in a special kind of bond out­
s iders can seldom understand 
well enough to share. Most 
readers of Hack 's powerfu l 
description of the battle in 
which the besieged unit is 
des troyed will become sub­
merged in a world that their 
ages, location, cho ices or just 
plain chance allowed most of 
them to escape. "Paying the 
blood tax" is a concept readily 

understood by anyone who has had men he knows and loves killed 
with him. Yes, love is the only possible description for the regard 
that men whose brief time with one another often leads to some of 
them dying to keep thei r fellows living. But regardless of their indi­
vidual backgrounds, all of Hackworth's readers will be gripped by 
grim circumstances that forever tempers the souls of those who 
fight at this level. 

Pragmatically, the human costs described by the author are revealed 
in a fascinating set of circumstances drawn from those our newspapers 
describe nearly every day. The unconscionable promotion of irre levant 
products by military industrialists who opportunely keep their factories 
running (and their bonuses corning in) sets a stage. The book's "F-44" 
aircraft-whose imposition motivates this novel 's villains-bears an 
uncanny resemblance to the acquisition of the F-22 dividing our 
Congress today. Pasting the real name of an American general on 
this villain is an unsubtle vengeance by the author that will not be 
lost on other veterans. Journalists who described this man as "The 
Butcher of the Delta" will not be surprised by the choice of names. 

That soldiers in danger focus on thoughts of sex to maintain 
their sanity surprises no one. The role of women in the book and 
their re lations to its active males goes well beyond this natural 
romantic focus. Making two of its heroines journalists combines 
persuasive ly the power of exotic sex and the more important power 
their profession acquires from exposure of real happenings in the 
decision centers of Washington. Blatant "cover-ups" of fa ilures and 
faults is far more difficult now than it was in the past. 

Jean Larteguy, the French author of novels about the ir 
"Revolutionary Wars" in Indochina and North Africa, was a worthy 
trailblazer for Hackworth. Both combine the qualities of real men and 
their actual c ircumstances to make fascinating, credible stories very 
real. The CG of the Special Warfare Center at Fort Bragg would not 

Continued on page 68 

Thf r\itzvah 
By Aaron Zelman and L. Neil Smith. 1999. Published by Maze! 

Freedom Press. Distributed by Jews for the Preservation of Firearms 
Ownership, Inc., P.O. Box 270 143, Hartford, WI 53027; phone: 
414-673-9745; fax: 4 14-673-9746; website: www.jpfo.org . 245 
pages. $ I 0.95 postpaid. Reviewed by Peter G. Kokalis. 

The Talmud explic itly states, 
"lf someone comes to kill 
you, arise quickly and kill 

him. " How many American Jews 
know this or would ever think to 
put this admonition into practice? 
Tragically, very few. The fact is 
that the vast majority of ethnic 
Jews in the United States are 
politically left-liberal, and also 
militantly opposed to the Second 
Amendment. I have always 
found this to be a strange aberra­
tion, as almost every Jew in 
Israel is walking around packing 
an UZI, M 16 or, at the very least, 
a handgun - and, justifiably so. 
Several years ago, I asked two 
friends of mine, who were offi­
cers in the elite Golani Brigade, 
what they thought of the 
American Jews' almost paranoiac aversion to both fireanns and the 
concept of self-defense. The ir response was, "They' re sheep, but they 
send us money." My good friend, Aaron Zelman, and co-author of this 
fascinating novel, has referred to these anti-gun /andsleit (countrymen) 
of his as possessed with a " railroad box car mentality." While this 
statement would surely infuriate these hop/ophobes (a te1m Jeff 
Cooper coined long ago for those with a hysterical aversion to guns) 
no encl , it doesn't come close to the dynamite packed into The Mitzvah. 

The 1-1.ebrew word " mitzvah ' can be taken to mean either a com­
mand or a good deed. Surprisingly, the central character of the novel 
is a 55-year-old Catholic priest. He is met unexpectedly at the 
story 's opening in a cab at O ' Hare International Airport in Chicago 
by an o ld man, totally unknown to him - a diamond broker from 
Antwerp, Be lgium. Albert Mende lsohn not only packs a Dan 
Wesson .357 Magnum revolve r (revolve rs don ' t leave empty cases 
for the FBI to identify using its "Star-Fire" system), but he is, in 
fact, Monsignor John Greenwood's uncle. The totally anti-gun 
Greenwood was shoved into the doorway of a printshop of a Roman 
Catholic German couple at the age of two as his parents fled 
Frankfurt in the 1940s. What happens to John Greenwood, actually 
Abram Rosen, as he gradually accepts this revelation and slowly 
evolves into a pistol-packing priest, is the grist of this riveting 
nove l's mill. A long the way we meet Jews who fought against the 
Holocaust wi th '98 Mausers, not just their mouths, a pro-gun bar 
mitzvah speech that enrages a congregation of knee-jerk liberals, 
and some frightening and s inister a llegations about the anti-gun 
puke occupyi ng the White House. 

Continued on page 68 
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Come to sunny St. Petersburg, Florida on 
28 February 2000 for a day of 

heart-pounding, high-speed 
racing against SOF 
Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown, Contributing Editor John 

Donovan, and SOF TV star Tim Abell. 

111111111E/JIAl1S PIO 
JllCll CIAllPllllll, 

Get behind the wheel of a High 
Performance VB Race Truck and 
see who wins. Trophies will be 
awarded to the l st, 2nd, and 

3rd place finishers. Photos of 
winners and participants will 

appear in an upcoming issue of SOE 

This will be a full day of fast-action instruction and - more importantly - SEAT TIME! 

lti 1'1e 1-a •'l': 
Your day begins with an overview of the day's schedule 

and introduction to your hosts. You will take a track tour 
and be instructed on safety procedures. You will then select 
your uniform and have your photo taken with your race 
vehicle. Then it's directly onto the first two sessions of on­
track instruction. Your crew chief will help get you situated 
with the controls of your vehicle. 

After a catered BBQ lunch, it's back in the seat for the third 
and fourth on-track sessions, with reduction of cones. Then 
the flag is down for the heat races, approximately 10 to 15 
laps. The day finishes with a presentation and gift to all 
participants. 

Southem Thu11de1Js Master l11structo1·s: 
' I 

Together they have over 50 years of racing experience in SCCA, 
FIA, PARTS and NASCAR. 

Special rate for Soldier of Fortune Race Doy: 
$895 includes all the day's activities, helmet and driving suit. 
Does not include lodging or airfare. Optional add-ons for 
Saturday: wild boar hunting or saltwater fishing. Coll for details 
and rates. 
Contact: Phalanx Outdoor Adv entures, 
Crest Building, P.O. Box 320775, 
Tampa, FL 33679 
Phone: 800-329-2254 
E-mail: 71610.47S@compuserve.com 
"The source for worldwide adventure." 

SOF Race Day is 28 February 2000 - space limited! Sign up now! 



(clockwise from above) KIA Ethiopian sol­
diers who failed in attempt to rush 
Eritrean positions. Most were gunned 
down or taken out in hand-to-hand fight­
ing near (and in) the Eritrean trenches. 

Fin assembly of (perhaps) a 1,000-pound 
bomb looks on as Eritrean unit passes 
nearby. 

Russian T54/5s live on as stationary 
artillery. 

Elements of an Eritrean army unit near 
the Tsorona battle front. Most are ragtag­
looking but extremely capable fighters. 
Uniforms don't make the soldier. 
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E
ritrea's Capital, Asmara, is like no 
other in Africa. There are no sounds 
of traffic, or smell of exhaust fumes. 
There are no beggars and no 

garbage. The mornings are crysta l clear and 
the air is as fresh . From the hotel balcony, 
Asmara looks more like a provincial town 
somewhere in Italy than the capital of one 
of Africa's poorest countries. Italian-style 
architecture can be seen everywhere, from 
the gas station to office and government 
buildings that grace the palm-lined boule­
vards. On the streets, there is no sense of 
rush. People walk leisurely and ride bicy­
cles, take time to chat with friends and 
enjoy cups of espresso at outdoor cafes. The 
day starts early with employees of the pub­
lic and private sectors al ready at work by 
8:00 a.m. 

At nine o'clock in the morni ng my 
phone rings. A man from the Information 

Text & Photos by 
Norbert Sch i lier 

M inistry asks if I want to join a group of 
journalists going to the battle front at 
Tsorona. Eritrea and neighboring Ethiopia 
have been at war over a border dispute 
s ince May 1998. Eritrea also c laims that 
Ethiopia wants to topple its head of state, 
President Isayas Afworke. I accept to join 
the ministry's tour and rush to get ready. 
The planned time for departure is in a half­
hour. Having already been in Asmara for 
two days, I have a hard time bel ieving that 
there is a border war raging only a few 
hours away from the capital. Evening local 
newscasts and daily newsbreaks bring 
home the fighting. However, Asmara still 
seems like a peaceful sleepy town. No 
police, no sounds of fighter jets overhead 
and no air raid sirens. Most notably, there is 
no military presence. Life is so normaJ that 
the war seems to be fabricated in some 
Hollywood studio and put on TV for every­
one's enjoyment. 
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Women soldiers can be seen alongside their male counterparts. Their bravery is second 
to none and many have exhibited extreme valor under enemy fire - since bullets aren't 
gender-sensitive. 

6 4 www.sofmag.com 

I go down to the lobby and meet a small 
g roup of locally based journalists. We are about 
15 in a ll , representing a patchwork of different 
media and nationalities. The ministry has 
arranged transport in four Toyota Land 
Cruisers. Outside, the temperature is cool, 
about 10 degrees Celsius. Asmara is 2,400 
meters high so cooler temperatures this time of 
year are no1mal. 

It doesn' t take long for the Italian influence 
and the cool air to all but disappear. Outside the 
capita l, the road slowly degenerates to a single 
lane full of potholes. We continue to wind our 
way down from the ' highlands' blasting the 
horn at every turn in hopes of alerting oncom­
ing Lrnffic. All of a sudden we stop. The drivers 
get out and cover the Land Cruisers with mud, 
from the roofs to the wheel hubs. In the end, all 
that is left are two holes on the front windshield 
allowing the driver to see. This tactic is used to 
prevent the 'enemy ' from spotting a sunglare 
from the vehicles. From there on, the trip 
becomes unbearable. We turn off the main road 
and continue along a dirt track. Inside the vehi­
cles there is nothing to see except for the mud­
covered windows. We drop more than 1,000 
meters and the heat inside is stifling. Opening 
the windows is not a security risk, but rather a 
health hazard. The dust kicked-up by the 4x4s 
in front makes it impossible to breathe. I close 
the window and hope that our driver will 
maneuver his way to the front of the pack. That 
doesn' t happen, so we remain blindfolded in an 
oven racing over the African savanna. 

free Admission To A Theater or War 
The war zone is officially marked by two 

soldiers standing at the side of the road, 
Kalashnikovs in-hand. The first two vehicles 
race through paying no attention to the guards, 
which only infuriates them. We attempt to pass 
and the guards stop us at gunpoint and then tell 
us to turn around and go back to some village 
to get official permission. This permission 
comes in the form of a soldier who needs a ride 
to the front. 

We catch up with the rest of the group hav­
ing tea at a small roadside cafe. It turns out to 
be the last inhabited place. From there on, the 
villages we pass are all deserted. 

As we near the fl at plains that border Eritrea 
with Ethiopia, our drivers take separate paths 
fo r security reasons. For the first time since 
turning off the main road, we are able to roll 
down the windows and look out over the 
scenery. In the distance, columns of smoke can 
be seen rising into the sky, marking the spots 
where tanks or other military vehicles have 
been destroyed. A small mushroom cloud rises 
close by, but the sound from the explosion is 
drowned out by the roar of our engine. The bat­
tle theater is la id out before us. Af ter making a 
few quick turns which put us back at the foot 
hills, we are now looking for the first time at 
units of the Eritrean a rmed fo rces. The 
Eritreans took like a ragtag army dressed in 
everything from M ichael Jackson T-shirts to 
Rambo-style Fatigues. There are no uniforms 
here. But from my previous vis its in 198 1 and 
199 1 I remember them being highly efficient. I 
was impressed with the mobility and discipline 
these small units possessed. The Eritrean Army 
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is one of the few outfits where women fight 
alongside men. This haphazard way of dress ing 
goes back to their pre-independence guerrilla 
days when blending in was more important 
than looking good. 

We stop, get out and start walking up the 
side of a hill. Surrounding us on all the hill s are 
members of the Eritrean Anny. Shells continue 
to be heard as we make our way up. The sounds 
of explosions don 't bother the so ldiers who 
seem quite relaxed resting under bushes. 
Temperatures are now soaring to higher than 40 
degrees Celsius. At the top of the hill we see 
our first prisoners of war. Actually, they tell us 
that they deserted the Ethiopian Army and 
made their way here to seek refuge from this 
"pointless war." More shells rain down and an 
officer instructs us to stay low and make our 
way down the other side of the hill. So down 
the other side we scramble, more fearfu l of trip­
ping and breaking an ankle than being hit by a 
mortar. At the bottom d1ere is a military camp 
where soldiers are seen washing themselves in 
giant drums filJed with water. The surrounding 
landscape is dry and harsh. Water being scarce 
the soldiers use it frugally. 

"Basking" In The Noonday Sun 
Not knowing what to do or see next I seat 

myself under a bush to get out of the noontime 
heat. Suddenly an officer comes up and says 
that they are taking us to the front. We pile back 
into the Land Cruisers with a bunch of soldiers 
and race off over the barren landscape. We stop 
at the site where a fa llen comrade is being 
buried. From there we are told that we must 
continue on foot. The commander div ides us 
into small groups of five and we walk in a sin­
gle file keeping well below the brush cover. 
Now, the sounds of war can be heard from all 
directions. We walk quickly and quietly behind 
the group in front. Some of the journalists who 
can1e previously told me that last time they got 
caught in crossfire and were lucky to have sur­
vived. One of those veterans even brought 
along a bulletproof vest, but because of the heat 
decided against wearing it. 

We walk for over a kilometer in the direc­
tion of the smoke . As we near the battle front 
the sounds of crack ling gunfire become more 
in tense. In the distance we can see the 
Eritrean front lines with tanks behind an earth 
barrier extending as fa r as the eye can see. 
From where we are the ea rthen berm seems to 
be covered with so ldiers sun ning themselves. 
However, as we get closer I qui ckly reali zed 
my mistake. 

The so ldiers are dead. Hundreds of them are 
strewn over the hill side. Many of the bodies 
still have fresh blood oozing from their 
wounds. 

The Ethiopians underestimated the strength 
of the Eri trean lines and stunned them wid1 one 
massive offensive, only to be beaten back. All 
the Ethiopian casua lties died at close-range. 
Dozens lay in the Eritrean trenches. According 
to the Eritreans this most recent battle lasted 
three days. 

During the course of 45 minutes our hosts 
hustle us along the front lines to view the car-

Continued on page 70 

(above) Remains of the fierce three-day battle as Ethiopian troops await burial - likely in a 
common grave - as a BTR keeps silent vigil. (below) Ethiopian (left) who hid for eight hours 
beneath a torched tank stumbles in shock toward an Eritrean interrogator, who offered water 
to his enemy. 
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Armalite 
Gneral George S. Patton had an eye for a rifle. He said the Ml .30-

6 Garand was the finest battlefield instrument ever developed. If 
Id "Blood and Guts" were around today he would probably rec­

ognize the Armalite AR l 0 .308 as the logical successor to that title. 
The AR!O series of rifles as produced by Armalite, Inc. (Dept. 

SOF, P.O. Box 299, Geneseo, IL 6 1254; phone: 309-944-6939) is on 
the extreme forefront of practical rifle design. Mark Westrom, presi­
dent of Annalite, donated to the Navajo Police an AR LOA4S flat top, 
Special Purpose Rifle with a stainless match barrel and MILSTD 19 13 
base. It is complemented by a rigid Armalite one-piece mount and 
rings holding the very fine optic: Bausch and Lomb Elite 4000 2.5-
10X scope supplied by Bushnell Sports Optics Worldwide (Dept. SOF, 
9200 Cody St. , Overland Park, KS 66214; phone: 800-423-3537). 

The AR I 0 combines the best M 16 technology and handling 
characteristics with the longer-range capability and terminal ballis­
tics of the M 14. Of course, battle rifles with two-piece stocks may 
be less useful in close-quarters than an Ml or M 14 with a bayonet 
attached. But the impact of improved indirect fire weapons and 
high-tech air-to-ground systems has all but e liminated the need for 
the bayonet and the buttstroke in modern warfare. When it comes to 
accurately launching bullets, the basic M 16 design, particularly in 
.308 caliber, is difficult to beat. 

The terrain and cond itions in which the Navajo Police operate 
more resemble military operational circumstances than those of 
urban police forces. The terrain is open and most of the population 
lives in remote areas on higher terrain. They can see cops coming 
from far away. In addition, it is the riJle, not the handgun, which is 
the favorite weapon on the reservation. And the incidence of vio lent 
crime, particularly murder, is considerably higher on the reservation 
than it is elsewhere. 

It is at ranges far beyond the buttstroke and bayonet that the AR I 0 
begins to show its capabilities both as a battlefield instrument and as 

a law enfo rcement tool of rapid incapacitation. According to a study 
by Dr. Gary Roberts, the M l6/ARl5 firing the best .223 loads has sig­
nificantly reduced wounding capacity beyond 150-200 yards. 
However, mechanics of semiauto recoil absorption, rapid self-loading 
and larger magazine capacity allow the AR shooter to recover faster 
and engage more targets or more easily re-engage the same one. 

At ranges much beyond 500 yards, the longer intervals required 
for target identification and selection make recovery from the shot far 
less important. What is important at those ranges is precise accuracy. 

Westrom says that his AR l0A4 rifles are guaranteed to shoot 1.5 
minute of angle. That is fa irly modest. The USMC accuracy spec for 
its very well-built bolt-action sniper rifles is I MOA. Their reason­
ing is that a man is about 36 inches from nose to crotch and shoot­
ers have found that with the right ammunition, like Black Hills' 
168-grain match, the AR I OA4 can meet the very best law enforce­
ment bo lt-action, countersniper rifle specification of .5 MOA. 

One of the reasons the Armalite shoots so wel l is because 
Westrom has spent a great deal of time with his chest in the gravel 
shooting in competition. He is not mere ly someone who decided to 
try to turn a profit in the gun business, he is a distinguished riJleman 
and a career Army officer who spent much of his career working on 
building better MI 6s at the Rock Island Arsenal. The accuracy of all 
Armalite rifles is testament to his approach to quality control. 
Armalite advertises " unparalleled quality" and backs that claim by 
guaranteeing their rifles for the life of the purchaser. 

Some of the most die-hard M 16-haters have come to admire the 
AR I 0. Amo ng those is Major Dick Culver, USMC (Ret.), the 
"daddy" (as he describes it) of the Marine Corps Scout Sniper 
School. C ul ver says that even after the problems with the MI6 
were fixed, the result " ... left us saddled with a service rifle that 
shoots a cartridge not powerful enough to be used on anything larg­
er than ground hogs according to most state hunting laws. The lat-
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est version is almost as heavy as the M 14 without any of the MJ 4's 
redeeming features ." 

What does Culver say about the AR IO? "I ' m fascinated with 
the concept! It shoots better out o f the box than the M 14, takes 
less armorer maintenance and delivers far bette r terminal balli s­
tics than any available .223 o r 5.56 round . Since the M 14 is now 
a foo tnote in history, the AR I OA2 would be the logical succes­
sor. It would certa inly be my cho ice of a ll the currentl y avail­
able service-type rifles ." 

Cul ver, who spends a great deal of his retired time teaching 
counter niper techniques to law enforcement officers, says that the 
AR 10 " in the flat-top design with the stainless steel barrel is an 
excellent law enforcement countersniper rifle and requires much 
less maintenance to guarantee success of the mission. It is a most 
excellent rifle in my opirtion. If I were going to form a sniper school 
today, I would seriously consider the Annalite AR 10A4S as one of 
the top choices. Personally? A flat-topped AR I 0 is a 'gotta have.'" 

-John Hogan 

Ontario's SP2 Air Force Survival Knife 
A worthwhile addition to Ontario's 

new Spec Plus line is their Air Force 
Survival knife. The issue USAF sur­
vival knife has long been one of the first 
ones I'd throw in a field kit, as it was 
about the right spec for the common 
cutting and light sawing jobs encoun­
tered on the average non-specific-mis­
sion field junket. Although a practical 
design, the o ld GI model w ith its 
leather-washer handle was subject lo 
rot, and slippery when wet, and when 
using the saw on the back o f the blade, 
the steel cross guard would work blisters in no time. 

Ontario has gone one-up on the original design, retaining the 
good blade configuration but upgrading the handle with molded 
Kraton of superior fo1m and ergonomics, and coating the blade with 
black I 095 powder epoxy. This coating is more than corrosion resis­
tance: Your hands are much less likely to freeze to it, and it makes the 
knife quieter in use, and easier to clean than the GI phosphate finish. 

The metal cross guard on the original model has been rep laced 
by a molded feature that is part of the grip. This is far more com­
fortable on a hard thrust or when sawing, and al though it could be 
cut, it will never let your hand on the blade as it is genuinely tough 
stuff. The full-tang feature has been retained, and over-molded in 

Kraton that has a grooved, more flat 
shape with a pronounced belly that helps 
the tool stay oriented in the hand. The 
butt now features a brass-lined lanyard 
hole, handy for environs or states of 
sobriety conducive to dropping things. 

The blade is of 3/ 16" carbon steel, 
and the saw teeth on the back are of a 
straight-chisel pattern that cut on the 
forward stroke, suitable for worrying 
one's way out of aircraft or sawing 
small poles for shelter, etc. The powder 
epoxy coating is abrasion resistant, and 

the only places it wore off on our tests were the points of the saw 
portion, and the old GI coating would have worn there as well. On 
the test model we received , the top edge of the c lip-point blade was 
sharpened as well as the blade itself, a worthwhi le featu re when you 
have to pound the point in to start a cut. The SP2 comes in a tough 
leather and Cordura sheath. 

The SP2 Air Force is a definite one-up on the original GI, and 
the originals we've owned always did what we asked . As the rest of 
the Spec Plus line, The Air Force is good gear at a good price. 

Ontario Knife Company, De pt. SOF, 26 E mpi re St. , 
Franklinville, NY 14737; phone: 7 16-676-5527; fax: 716-676-5535. 

- Don McLean 

Pocket ChainSaw 
T here is something inherentl y American 

about cutting down a tree (an observation we 
make with clear conscience, havi ng spent several 
seasons in the foggy woods of the Northwest with 
a hoe-dad and canvas bag of seed lings, planting 
tens of thousands of trees for the next generation). 
There is also something seminally 'Merican about 
a love of tools, too, so we were predisposed to 
like a handy tool that is made to cut trees. like the 
Supreme Products' Pocket ChainSaw. 

We say handy in the sense it comes in a 
crew-top, round tin about the size of a can o f 

snuice, to ride discreetly in your pack, pocket or 
glove box until needed to get a windfall out of the road or fall some 
poles for shelter or firewood. The maker bills this handy item as the 
"world 's fastest-cutting pocket saw"' and it may well be. We used 
to carry a Canadian Forces surplus item of s imi lar concept that came 
in a heavy leather belt pouch and weighed a couple pounds - but 
the Pocket Chai nSaw weighs a fracti on and does more work for less 
effort. This is not an industrial item you' d choose to work with fo r 
an eight-hour shift, but for occasional or emergency use it can be 
worth its weight in gold. 

When we stumbled across it. maker at the SHOT Show, he was 
busily sawing up- with little apparent effort - some bone-dry 4x4 
timbers. The ability to cut dry wood is important, because that's 
what you want f9r a fire, and if all you have is a Bowie or a small 

hand-axe to cut firewood you'll tend to cut only 
small stuff - and spend all night feeding your 
twigs into the fire every few minutes. Far better to 
cut a few logs of decent dimension so you can 
bank the fire and get some sleep. 

Unlike some competi ng designs that are 
adapted from a cha insaw chain, the Pocket 
ChainSaw cuts with little effort. and much faster. 
Since it cuts in both directions, no time (or work) 
is spent returning the b lade without getting any 
work done. It also cuts around corners, and since 
the tooth design and thin kerf require relatively 
little effort, if you loop the blade around the log 

being cut, you are actually cutting on three sides at once. 
With an overall length of28 inches and 124 bidirectional teeth, one 

could in theory cut a 24-inch log if he had the patience and somebody 
to pull on the other end; it will cut a green 3-inch log in 10 seconds or 
less. Intended capacity is somewhere in between. The heat-treated steel 
teeth are resharpenable. Gloves help a lot for extended use, as does run­
ning a short stick through the encl loops for a T-handle . With a length 
o f 550 cord on each end, the unit can be thrown over a limb for high 
cutting. lt is the handiest business we ever tried for cutting off a 
buried u·ee root (dig a tunne l for it, and cut from the bottom up). 

And. it's Y2K compliant. 
Available from Supreme Products, Inc., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 

550, Sterling Hts., Ml 483 11 -0550. - Don McLean '9( 
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PROOF OF 

Hue Chung Kun Tao - Specializing in the Whip 
"The Secret Science of the Mind" 

U.S. Army Special Forces Combat hand-to-hand video 
(S.E.R.E.) taught by Master Guy Savelli* (Special Force Assn. #A-900) 

hired by Colonel Nick Rowe (Contract #0.A.K.F 40-85-M-3933). 

Send for Special Free Video Brochure! 
Call 1-888-245-8833 Toll Free 

www.worldkungfu.com 
• Master Guy Savel li has been tested at Duke Un ivers ity, the Mind Science Foundation, JFK 

Universi ty, The Psychical Research Institute and Tile Special Fo rces Laboratory at Fort Bragg. 

Rolling Lock™ Strong 

3.75 inch ATS-34 Blade, 5.05 Grip Textured G-10 Handle 
Hardened Stainless Liners, REKAT Rolling Lock™ Pocket Clip 
$169.95 ATS-34, Black T Coated $169.95, Talonite Blade $325.00 
Pioneer Series "Fix Blade Performance in a Folder." 

0 0 
0 

c 

Clip Point 

0 

; - 0 

Tanto Point Drop Point 
3.2 inch ATS-34 Blades, 4.05 inch Textured G-10 Handle 
Hardened Stainless Liners, REKAT Rolling Lock™ Pocket Clip 

$139.95 ATS-34 Blade Black T Coated $149.95 

Round Eye Knife and Tool L.L.C. 
P.O. Box 818 Sagle, ID 83860 (208) 265-8858 Fax (208)263-0848 

Credit Card Orders Only (888)801 -8858 Email: roundeye@nidlink.com 

The Price Of Honor 
Continued from page 60 

allow his instructors to make the novels of 
Larteguy (The Centurions; The Praetorians) 
required reading for his students. There was 
"too much sex" in them. Explaining this fault 
to our students got these very valuable guides 
to a new kind of war sold out each month at 
the local bookstore. Sadly, our decision mak­
ers of that day were generally immune to 
new concepts, and we went into an 
unwinnable war with a particularly ' inappro­
priate force. 

The political and operational dimensions 
of the Operations Other Than War 
Hackworth is describing so realistically will 
be much less mysti fy ing to the readers of his 
work than to those not exposed to it. 
Example: The page " missing" from a central 
document in this book is much like the miss­
ing page from the FBl's report on Waco, 
which has just become a public matter. His 
description of the impotence of air power in 
c lose combat - the "aimed fire war" 
described by General Ridgway - and the 
continued dedication of our chiefs to its use 
in Kosovo, speak to a potent possibility of 
providing readers of his novel a more realis­
tic perception of the world in which we live. 
Hackworth believes each soldier has a Limit­
ed reservoir of courage that can be used up. 
This happens to one of his central figures, 
misidentified by the villain flying a mile high 
over a critical combat action. The vi llain is as 
mistaken here about what actually happened 
below them as our pilots fiying two miles 
higher than this were in Kosovo. 

"Page-turner" is an overworked term 
used to promote books. It is appropriate, 
however, fo r this one. Most readers will not 
have the combat experience to properly 
appreciate what is being said. Almost all of 
them, however, have enough experience 
with sex that the well placed military and 
political lessons mixed with it will get 
somewhere into their consciousness. 

The Mitz11ah 
Continued from page 60 

ls The Mitzvah a pro-gun polemic? Of 
course it is. But anti-gun polemics are print­
ed on an a lmost dai ly basis on the front 
pages of the Washington Post, New York 
Times, Los Angeles Times and countless 
other newspapers, as well as being broad­
cast on the major televis ion networks. Are 
only liberals allowed to shower us with their 
vic ious, demonizing anti-gun doctrine? 
They'd like that, wouldn' t they? I'm so con­
vinced that The Mitzvah will enrage the left 
into an apoplectic frenzy that I personally 
purchased ten copies to d istribute. So far, 
I've given s ix super libs major chest pains. 
Highly recommended fo r both those of us 
who really know what freedom means and 
those who lost track of it somewhere along 
the way to their socialist utopias. ~ 
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Cowboy Shooting 
Continued from page 43 

9, Phoenix , AZ 85015; phone: 602-547-
1942) is both a well-known professional 
fas t-draw artist and a highly regarded single­
action-revolver pi stolsmith who smoothes 
up these kinds of wheel guns for some of the 
top Cowboy Action Shooting stars. 

Our Cavalry Model required some work 
on the latch mechanism, but the Wells Fargo 
Model and New Model Russian Revolver 
needed only action work and tuning. All three 
now feature trigger pull weights of 2.5 to 2.75 
pounds - maybe too light for gunfighting, 
but just right for competition shooting. 

The New Model Russian revolver has a 
raised area at the top of the back strap to 
inhibit rotation of the revolver during recoil 
and a rounded butt. These changes were 
stipulated by General Gorloff 's ass istant, 
Captai n Ordinetz, together with the distinc­
tive finger rest at the bottom of the trigger 
guard. While I have trouble getting used to 
the finger rest, the New Model Russian 
revolver 's grip frame is, for me, more com­
fortable than that of the Schofield, which is 
a bit too small fo r my hand. 

Overa ll , however, both the Schofie ld 
and New Model Russian revolvers are both 
accurate and exhibit a low recoil impulse 
due primarily to their substantia l weight. 
For rapid target acq uisi tion , I prefer the U­
notch rear sight on the New Model Russian 
to the Schofie ld 's Y-notch. 

There were no problems of any kind dur­
ing SOF's test and evaluation of these 
revolvers. They can be highly recommend­
ed as authentic reproductions of historic 
small arms. lt remains to be seen how well 
the latch mechani sms on these wheel guns 
will hold up under the rigors of Cowboy 
Action Shooting competition . The so lid 
frame-and-barrel des ign of the Colt Single 
Action Army revo lver is in compari son an 
already proven perfo rmer in that arena. JZ 

POINTS OF CONTACT 

Black Hills Ammunition, Dept. SOF 
P.O. Box 3090, Rapid City, SD 57709 

phone: 605-348-5 I SO - call for the location of 
your nearest dealer. If there is none, Black Hills 

will ship to you at retail 

Bob James, Dept. SOF 
5130 North 19th Avenue, Suite 9 

Phoenix. AZ 85015 
phone: 602-547-1942 

Navy Arms Company, Dept. SOF 
689 Bergen Boulevard, Ridgefield, NJ 07657 

phone: 201-945-2500; fax: 201-945-6859 
website: www.navyarms.com 

Sam Andrews, Dept. SOF 
Andrews Custom Leather 

22610 N.W. I 02nd Avenue 
Alachua, FL 32615 

phone: 904-462-0576 - send $2 for catalog. 

"I N A CRISIS, YOU WILL NOT RISE TO 
THE OCCASION BUT RATHER DEFAULT 
TO YOUR LEVEL OF TRAINING. 11

0.cooLEY,JR 

'£.ch person is ultimately responsible for his/her personal 
safety and defense. In a threatening situation, are you pre­
pared and confident that you can control the outcome? 
With proper training, your answer should be YES! • 

......,.,___,. 

'I(,e C.R.T.C . Strike Force Series of Self 
Defense Videos are patterned after Bennie Cooley's 
highly acclaimed instructional courses for civilian, law 
enforcement, and military personnel. With over 17 years 
of technical/combat training/teaching in specialized operations, 
Bennie Cooley is extremely qualified and presents the infor­
mation in a progressive, technically advanced format. 

CRTC Strike Force Videos 
Offensive Handgun Take-Away - (60 min.) 

Advanced Firearm Take-Away - (60 min) 

Handgun Retention & Tactical Strikes (60 min) 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or return for refund! 

C~L T~C~,Jnc~ Mastercard 
Visa Crisis Resolutio11 Trai11i11g Co11sulta11/s 

$29.95 ea. 
or all 3 for 

Check or M. 0. 
3415 Rawson St. • Dept. SF03 INQUIRIES & $80.00 

$3.95 per shipment 
shipping & handling Idaho Falls, JD 83406 .......... _... •• ORDERS 

Phone: (208) 525-3329 • Fax: (208) 523-9711 www. benniecoo/ey. com 

Send 
$1.00 For 
Complete 

Planet Ammo 
Exotic Catalog 

Planet Ammo Video 

'REFUNDAB!E UPON PURCHASE' 

~~ 
517 Concord Drive 

FUN POWER 

·-·~::~~~T· :.-!~!.-.. Popular PYROTECHNIC Products Popular HIGH POWER Products 

12 Ga. DRAGON'S BREATH 12 Ga. BOLO 
Three Second Flnme Thrower - 3/Pak Two lead Slugs Connected by s· Steel Wire - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. BIRD BOMBS 12 Ga. BOUNCER 
Shoots an M-ao Bomb90+ Yards· J/Pak Two Large Zytol Bah/Non-Lethal· 3/Pak 

12 Ga. COMET TRACER SLUG 12 Ga. CHAIN REACTION 
Brigit Long Buming/Non-Cormsive • 3/Pak Su; Inch Steel Chain/Expands Strike Area - 3/Pak 

12 Ga. FLASH BOMBS 12 Ga. DETONATOR 
a.rd ~2ba~:. ~iAt SiiRla~NJIPak Loada~2EG'~i"dl)Q~ki85oS/E'ti J!Pak 

110 Yard Ear Piercing Whistler • 3/Pak Impact Disintegrating lead Shot Slug • 3/Pak 
12 Ga. NAPALM INCENDIARY 12 Ga. DOUBLE TROUBLE 

Sparks Burst On Impact Then Bums· 3/Pak Two Slugs with Ono Shot - 31Pak 
12 Ga. POWER BUl~'KS 12 Ga. FLECHElTE 

120 Decibel Concussion · 6/Pak Multiple Steel Darts torTr81Jma EHect • 3/Pak 
12 Ga. SUPER FLARES 12 Ga. HAMMER 

0f~1 G~ .5~MQKEsi•M B~k Lead Baaf ~a{;~~uMtt:l1 NMISSil.Esa.3/Pak 
Hulldreds 01 Cubic Feet Of Thick Smoke· 3/Pak Steel Core Slug For Super Panalmt1on - 3/Pak 

.22LR TRACER ROUNDS 12 Ga. PIT BULL 
Non-Corrosive Bright Tmee 100· Yards· 10/Pak Super POWERFUL Slug & Six 00-Buck Pellett· 3/Pak 
ARTILLERY SMOKE BOMBS 12 Ga. STINGER 
Thick GRAY Smoke· Bums for 3 Min. - 6fPak Stoi;teen 00-Plastic Pellets PepperObjectrve · 31Pak 
MUSTARO SMOKE BOMBS 12 Ga. SHREDDER 

Thick YELLOW Smoke • Bums for 3 Min. • 6/Pak Multiple Steel Tacks Shred Like A Ro.zor - 3/Pak 
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It's true! As a Master of G-Jo Acupressure, you 
can "erase" pain (and most other common ail­
ments) in seconds ... using nothing but the touch 
of your finger! G-Jo is based on a network of 
secret pressure points (many of them used in the 
martial arts). When an injury occurs, simply reach 
for the right G-Jo point ... "trigger" it in a special 
way ... and sigh iD. relief! 

Be up and ready for action in moments -- or 
help your loved ones, friends or students -- using 
this remarkable technique. G-Jo is so foolproof it 
works for skeptics as well as "believers." Armed 
with this secret, ancient knowledge, you too can 
now erase pain and suffering anytime, anyplace! 

This skill is vital for those in the martial arts ... healing arts ... survivalists and 
outdoors men -- or anyone who ever finds himself far from doctors, medicines 
and hospitals. G-Jo is safe for all ages ... natural ... effective in healing 
hundreds of injuries and ailments ... and it works instantly! Not only for the 
relief of serious injuries -- G-Jo relieves headaches ... backaches ... and 
most other common ailments in seconds! 

In fact, G-Jo is so powerful and effective, it can even become your total 
health care program! Yet this profusely illustrated training program is so easy, 
you can actually become certified as a Master of G-Jo Acupressure in as 
little as one weekend of study! It's the world's only home-study acupressure 
program available. Act now! 
The G-Jo Institute, Dept201, PO Box 1460, Columbus, NC 28722 

Or Call (828) 863-4660 :mt!IO!ii.Ji!igtiijf@.!.Jiji@~ 
"Teaching G-Jo Acupressure Since 1976" www.g-jo.com 

VIDEOS AVAILABLE 
THUNDER RANCH, INC. 

rhe people who are bri nging you 
world class facili ries and rraining 

NOW! 
Training videos are now available from 

Clint Smith and Thunder Ranch. 

No promises of what's to come. Thunder 
Ranch and its doctrine are available here 

and now with quality videos on Defensive 
Handgun, Handgun Tactics, Urban Rifle, 

Defensive Shotgun, Vehicle Defense 
& Low Light Techniques. 

$29.95 each plus shipping 
2000 course schedule avai lable now. Contact 

Thunder Ranch, Inc., HCR I Box 53 
Mountain Home, Texas 78058 

(830) 640-3 138 • Fax: (830) 640-3 183 
www.thunderranchinc.com 

TRAIN AT YOUR HOME RANGE. 
MOBILE TRAJN!NG TEAM AVAJLABLE. 

CALL FOR DETAILS. 

Continued from page 65 

nage that they had bestowed on the 
Ethiopian attackers. Beyond the Eritrean 
defense line lay a blacke ned ground covered 
with burning tanks and more c ha1Ted bod­
ies. We are warned not to venture out there 
as the area had been sowed with anti-tank 
mines. Surpris ing ly there is no smell of 
death that usually surrounds battle areas. I 
take time to take as many photos as possi­
ble. Suddenly I catch someone in my lens 
staggering towards me from the minefield. 
The soldier appears in a state of shock; he 's 
covered in grease, dirt and blood. He wan­
ders toward our group and collapses. An 
Eritrean officer walks over to him, picks 
him up with the help of a few soldiers, asks 
him a few questions and then instructs the 
soldiers to give him water. It turns out that 
he is an E thiopian soldier and had been hid­
ing under a torched tank for e ight hours. He 
must have seen our group of foreigners and 
fe lt it safe to come out o f hiding. 

The carnage I saw during my short stay 
a t the front was indescribable. The dead 
fa r o utnumbe red the li ving. It reminded 
me of my experiences during the Iran-Iraq 
war whe re an estimated million people 
d ied in the course of e ight years. Like the 
Pers ian G ul f war, this conflic t had no 
regard for the dead. It d idn ' t make a d if­
fe rence whether the soldie r had iden tifica­
tion or not. T he names of the deceased 
were rare ly recorded. Whe n the bodies 
began to sme ll they were covered w ith d is ­
in fecta nt a nd cl umped into a common 
grave, no names attached. Back home, if 
the fami lies we re lucky they might rece ive 
a form le tte r fro m the government 
anno unc ing that the re son died a brave sol­
dier de fending his home land. 

Our time at the front was com ing to an 
encl . Fearful of an imminent counterattack, 
the Eritreans decide to scurry us out of the 
area. T hey gathered us and we leave in the 
same small groups, walking s ingle file and 
using the treeline as concealment. 

Back in the Land Cru isers we raced over 
the same ground that we had covered only 
hours before, past deserted vi llages, military 
patrols and back to c ivi lization. We finally 
stop at the first inhabited village. There at the 
same roadside cafe in the middle of nowhere 
with no running water or e lectricity a waiter 
comes up and asks me what I want to drink. 
Sti ll dazed from the s ites and sounds of bat­
tle, l look up and mumbled, "Beer." Then, 
realizing how ridiculous my order is, I ask 
instead for tea. A few moments later, the 
waiter returns with a cup of tea in one hand 
and a bottle of beer in the other. In d isbelief I 
grab for the beer and am surprised to feel the 
..;hill that meets my hand. 

Norberl Schiller has long worked as a 
phO!ographer for Der Spiegel, AP, Time 
and Newsweek, among orhers, mainly in 
!he Middle Easl. ';<( 
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A Wall1 On The Wild Side 
Continued from page 39 

aren't going to go away. Drugs aren' t par­
ticularly a black problem. Go to the bleak 
fourth-generation welfare towns on the 
south s ide of Chicago - Markham , 
Robbins, Ford Heights - and watch the 
open-air drug markets. The deaiers are all 
black. The customers are almost entirely 
white, mostl y downscale. The rich white 
lawyers in the pricey suburbs do lots of 
drugs, but it's white powdered cocaine, not 
crack, and they don 't buy from dime-rock­
ers in Robbins. Hispanics grow the stuff and 
import it. Talk to cops in pure white suburbs 
about what drugs are available in the high 
schools. Answer: all of them. Ask your 16-
year-old daughter. She knows as much 
about drugs as the hippies in the Haight did 
in 1972. It 's not blacks. It 's all of us. 

How dangerous is police work? Not as 
much as cops like to think. Anybody who 
has been in a real firefight - maybe outside 
of Danang with mortars coming in like rain 
and a lot of full-auto - has seen more 
incoming in I 0 minutes than the NYPD will 
see in a decade. But you can get killed, and 
it on ly takes once if it 's you. And you never 
know when it 's going to come. A cop I met 
in Arlington, Va., recently went with hi s 
partner into an alley to check on some guy 
who was painting hi s car there. It was real­
ly a nuisance call. Turns out the guy was a 
two-time loser painting a stolen car. Strike 
three for him. Life without parole. They get 
hard to deal with when that happens. 

Very friendly, the cop walked to the car 
to get the registration. The bad guy didn 't 
have it, so he turned and shot one of the 
officers with a nine. Completely unexpect­
ed. The cop 's vest saved him. The other cop, 
a rookie, drew fast so the bad guy didn 't get 
off a lot more shots. I'm not sure where the 
funeral was held . It can happen any time, 
which is why this reporter wears a level­
three vest wi th a trauma plate. 

Hidden Danger 
Two of the most dangerous s ituations 

fo r cops don ' t seem especially di cey. One 
is the traffic stop. The cop thinks he 's stop­
ping some guy fo r a missing tailli ght. The 
guy is in fact a drug mule with a big load 
or he's wanted on a murder warrant and 
looking at seri ous time. He isn ' t going to 
get caught, and he doesn't know why he's 
being stopped. Think how long it doesn ' t 
take to open a car door with your left hand, 
turn to lean out, and fire with your right 
hand. That 's why at night the cop will care­
fu lly point hi s spotlight at the side-v iew 
mirror of the stopped car. He wants to 
blind the dr iver. It's also why cops hate 
tinted glass; they can' t see what the occu­
pants are doing. It's not a fun fee ling to 
walk up on a dirtball van with dark glass in 
a bad section of town. 

Domes ti c di sputes are the worst. 
Husbands and wives get really emotional 

and crazy. All sorts of powerful instincts 
are involved. What happens is that the 
woman ca ll s the cops to come get her hus­
band. The cops show up. She wants him 
arres ted, she says . "Are you sure?" ask the 
cops. "Yes, I hate the sonofabitch, take 
him ." " You sure, lady?" "Yes, yes, take 
him , I ' ll fil e charges ." So they hook him 
up, and the wife comes screaming at them 
with a knife, yelling, "Get your goddam 
hands off my man! " No, it doesn 't make 
sense. It just happens. 

Warrant Service 
Hi gh-risk wa rrant service is another 

chancy undertak ing. Recentl y, I did one 
with the Cook County Sheri ff' s Police near 
Chi cago. The SWAT team there is full ­
time, well-t ra ined, and good. A lot of 
departments make the mistake of thinking 
that six part-time guys wi th SWAT jackets 
are a SWAT team. Not in thi s jw·isdiction. 
The target was a drug dealers' house in the 
suburbs. These ops are pl anned like mili­
tary operations. As often happens, the cops 
had a confidenti al informant who had told 
them the layout of the house and where 
guns might be and so on. If department of 
publi c works has blueprints for a buildi ng, 
they' ll get them. 

So at the station a dozen guys in Ninja 
gear and a lady cop with a dope dog spent an 
hour going over diagrams of the house, 
where to put the blocking teams in case the 
bad guys leaked out the windows (on the cor­
ners, so they could see two walls at once), the 
approach (hedges gave cover), whether the 
door was locked, whether the frame was soft 
enough fo r a Hydro-Ram to spread it if the 
battering ram didn 't work, whether kids were 
around (bad news), and who would shoot the 
dog that li ved there if it proved hostile. (It 's 
hard to work with 90 pounds of Rottwei ler 
hangi ng from your carotids.) 

The idea is to achieve complete surprise, 
paralyze the bad guys with the explosive 
suddenness of the entry - they ' re watching 
TV when "crash," bl ack-suited guys with 
subguns erupt into the room. The flashbang 
- an explosive pyrotechnic dev ice that 
makes a tremendous bang and violent fl ash 
- is used sometimes to stun the targets. We 
got in the veh icles and set out. It 's funn y. 
You 'd think there'd be drama and excite­
ment in a tac tical fo rced entry. Not exactly. 
The cars rolled quiet ly up, the teams were 
out in two seconds, the ram hi t the door -
Blam! "Getdowngetdowndowndown NOW! 
Downdowngetdown! " Then , "Clear! Clear! 
Clear ! Clear!" It was over in 30 seconds. 
Done right, they all are. Three Hi spanic 
guys were in cuffs on the fl oor and the dog 
came in to find the dope. Which he did. 
Then the cop I was staying with, a buddy 
from way back, and I went to his place in 
the nice suburbs, where he has a swell wife 
and a nice pooch and people don 't kill each 
other. It was like leaving a hon·or movie and 
walking into the sunlight. 

Fred Reed is a longrime SOF correspon­
dent. ?:' 
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Our Triple Action 
has the strongest 
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SHEEPHERDER® 
AMERICA ' S # 1 Heat - Cook - Bake Stov e 

Be prepared and 
Self-reliant! 

Patent Pending 
Charcoal Color 

A must item for emergency use! 
This modern Wood/Coal-burning Heat-Cook Stove with OVEN has classic 
"old-time" appearance and dependability used throughout the world. 
Exhaust venting is easily accomplished by placing near windows for 
temporary pipe venting or a fireplace. Teflon adjusting slide su pports 
standard. Ideal for use as an open-air campstove. Wt. 189 lbs. 
SPECIFICATIONS: l:l "steel plate, ai r-tight construction, brass fittings and 
handles, cooking surface 28" x 20", oven size 16" deep x 12" wide x 
9" high with lift-out rack, overall size 25" long x 16" wide x 19" high 
includes large 8" x 8" x 16" firebox. Options include Oven Temp. Gauge, 
Oven View, 15" Leg Extensions, Stainless Steel, Side-mount map-on 
2.2 gal. cap. Water Reservoir, and Mobile Home Air Intake Kit. Other 
models and sizes are also available. 
"Big Bear", 35% larger, now available! s99 5 !!Q 

$ 5 99 50 (Low Freight rates!) 
- F.0 .8. Salt Lake City, Utah 

Sorry, no C.0.0 . orders 
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SUPER PRO 
SERIES 

The MPXS-20 Super Pro Se­
ries Lock Pick Set contains 14 
assorted picks, a broken key 
extractor, and 5 tension tools 
housed in a rugged top grain 
zippered Leather Case. 
MPXS-20.. .... ........ .... .... .. .. .. ............... ... $44.95 

~SOUTHERN 
~ORDNANCE 
Manufacturers & purveyOfs of locksmithing Tools, Pellet Riffles, SwOfds, Knives, 
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Gunfighting Today ••• 
Continued from page 53 

and two with the rifl e. To ach ieve any 
success whatever on the steel plate tar­
gets you must appl y the concept of "neg­
ative lead" together with the same type of 
fo llow-through required with sporting 
clays. There are three firing pos itions on 
the stagecoach: the "Hondo" position on 
top of the coach (the least stable), shot­
gu n (next to the "dri ver") and from inside 
the coach. 

Villa Tormenta 
A sign on the gate leadjng to "Villa 

Tormenta" states "Por Estas Puertas Pasan 
Los Mejores Vaqueros" ("Through these 
gates pass the best cowboys."). There are 
six stages in the "Villa Tormenta:" Alpine 
Restaurant, Flagler Grain Merchants, The 
Bridge, OK Corral , Open Range and Bucket 
of Blood. The stages are si mil ar to those 
fo und in Cowboy Action Shooting, with the 
exception that you are not allowed to mi ss . 
If you do, you continue shooting at the plate 
until you strike it, which, of course, simu­
lates the reality of a real gunfight. 
Furthermore, you usually must reload as 
you work your way through the stage. In 
every course I have ever taken at Thunder 
Ranch Chnt has always stressed, "Don' t 
shoot fast, shoot good." 

Thursday evening we fired revolvers on 
the Red Range with movement, using both 
ambient light and kerosene lanterns to illu­
minate the targets as best as possible. 
Throughout the evening we continually 
ejected empty cases and loaded fresh rounds 
using tactile procedures onl y with the 
revolver always faci ng downrange and with 
visible focus on the potential threat. With no 
flashlights or tritium self-luminous sights, 
hi t potential slides downward drastically in 
the dark. 

On Friday, between running stages in 
"Vill a Tormenta," everyone made two 
revolver runs on the stagecoach in the 
morning and two rnns with the weapon of 
choice in the afternoon. At first thought it 
might seem that the shotgun would be 
ideal for thi s type of shooting, however, 
most did better with either the revolver or 
rifle. Go figure. 

This is one of Thunder Ranch's most 
fasc inating courses. It was my seventh time 
at TR and I certai nly know better than most 
the type of dedication you need to bring 
there. If you wi ll only try to match the kind 
of intense effort Clint Smith himself focus­
es on Thunder Ranch 's classes, the rewards 
can be very high for you. In addition, Pre-
1900 is so much fun , you might just fa ll 
over laughing several times a day. You can' t 
ask for anythjng more. 

Remember, pardners, "If yo u're not 
shootin', you hould be load in '. If you 're 
not loadin', you should be movin '. If you 're 
not movin ', someone's gonna cut your head 
off and put it on a stick." ~ 

SUPER TIIUMB® 
The World's Leading 

Magazine Loading Tool 

Only $6.95 
Ask your 

local dealer 

STl - for most staggered magazines 
ST2- for Para-Ordnance and most Glocks 
ST3 - for virtually all single stack magazines 
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I Was There 
Continued from page 29 

pounding out round after round . But they 
seemed to have zero effect as the Ch inese 
l 22s continued to impac t. 

"Keep your head down, Frenchi e!" 
Zippo screamed as ran back to the bunker. 
"These bastards will kill ya! " 

"I still have many things to do before I 
die," I yelled back, trying to keep up my 
bravado. 

Zippo considered having some ammo 
and artillery rounds airdropped but ni xed 
the idea. Our camp was small and the 
enemy didn ' t need any charity resupplies. 

All day I darted about the camp snap­
ping a many photos as I could. The pound­
ing dragged on, and on. Carlson was under­
standably down - he kept thinking of hi s 
wife awaiting in him Bangkok - but he 
accompanied me as we scurried around 
snagging food and water to take back to the 
command bunker. 

Zippo was on the radio ordering harsh 
action: He was calling in air and arti llery to 
destroy the French house and swimming 
pool , which just two days before had been 
so tranquil. 

"Don' t do it, Zippo! If you destroy the 
house of Monsieur Godell , you are goi ng to 
destroy the wine cell ar! " 

Smiling, he repeated, "Destroy it. " 
Later I learned he had made the correct 

decision. The house and pool area were 
swarm ing with VC mortar teams. 

American jets zoo med by above us 
whil e FACs and choppers c irc led and 
maneuvered on the periphery of the bat­
tle zone. 

All the while, the relentless shelling 
wore on. We were told that VC and NVA 
were all around us, in the rubber trees , along 
the airstrip. I still didn ' t understand why the 
Americans were not bombing the rubber 
plan tation! 

At dusk, I decided to venture out aga in . 
The dispensary was packed with the dead 
and dyi ng. Our base was more than half­
destroyed. The ground constantly shook, 
as if some persistent earthquake were 
occurring. 

Zippo then got word that tanks were 
en route. 

"You ' re gonna see another Dien Bien 
Phu, Frenchie." 

"No," I said, "a second Pearl Harbor." 
At 0300, on 6 April , the shelling stut­

tered to a ha lt. Worn out , we fell into a 
fitfu l sleep on the hard floor of our co m­
mand bunker - perhaps our las t ni g ht 
on earth . 

Next month, the battle continues with 
hon"ific cost. Th en. we fast forwa rd to 
1999, when Frenchie an.cl Zippo revisit the 
battle zane. 

Yves-Michel Du.m.on.d resides in 
England. )'( 

Russian Roulette 
Continued from page 47 

ministry to direct the operation - so pass­
ing on the responsibili ty - while interior 
ministry officers insisted the southern sector 
was the army's responsibility." 

We spent our last few days in Chechnya 
attempting to hitch a ride along wi th the 
first OMON troops to enter Gudermes. 
Every day we'd drive up to the formations 
of armor, artillery and in fantry that sur­
rounded the city to find a friendly platoon 
commander willi11g to risk his commission 
by allowing us to go TDY with him. 

We were nearing the end of our possibil­
ities when luck found us, and it was 
annou nced that Chechen forces holding 
Gudermes agreed to quit the city and allow 
the Russians to occupy it without having to 
fi ght door-to-door. 

This was the chance we had waited for, 
and after presenting a small gift of $200 and 
a Leatherman Tool , we were crushed into 
the rear of a Russ ian Army mini-van 
between three very drunk interior minisu·y 
officers and a petty Kremlin official who 
refused to speak with us all the way. 

Our final stop was a partially destroyed 
schoolhouse on Gudermes ' outskirts, which 
was to act as di vision headquarters once 
everyone anived . 

We were told that if we drove down a 
road toward a small village near Gudermes 
there would be a contingent of Russian 
Army tankers who would gladly make us at 
home. 

We arranged for a ride, and 5 miles 
down the road we were nearly killed by the 
fastest-wheeled BMP we'd ever seen in our 
li ves as it came within inches of our car. 

Ambushing Us 
What greeted us around the corner near­

ly made our blood freeze over. The BMP 
was now across the road with five very 
mean-looking Russ ian Army commandos 
blocking our way. A bullet-riddled Russian 
Army staff car stood smashed into a barbed­
wire fence alongside the road and two 
white-smocked Russian soldiers were drag­
ging along a very stunned and bloody 
Russian militiaman who looked to have just 
been shot. Another uniformed body was 
slumped half out of the car 's open door. A 
huge red puddle was staining the half-inch 
of snow that had fallen the evening before. 

A single bullet crack came over our 
heads, causing everyone to snap to attention . 

"Get out of the way!" screamed one of 
the commandos. "Leave. Now!" 

"It 's an ambush," our dri ver told us , as 
we quickly scrambled back into the car and 
ordered him to dri ve back towards the 
Ingushetian border. There would be plenty 
more fighting to cover in Chechnya, we told 
ourselves. Sooner or later, we 'd be back. 

Mark H. Milstein is SOF' s longtime 
Senior Foreign Correspondent. )'( 
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New Piracy 
Continued from page 59 

booty, and honoring his commission. He tes­
tified that by the time he reached the coast of 
Africa his men were close to mutiny and, 
starved for a rich victim, forced him to 
attack a fleet of 15 Indian merchantmen. He 
steered toward the fleet but broke off 
engagement and fled upon finding them 
escorted by two armed Dutch ships and 
a Royal Navy vessel. A month later he 
stopped a Moorish ship, only to find her 
commanded by an English captain, and 
thus not a legitimate prize, although he 
detained the captain and his Portuguese 
mate to serve as pilots. 

Continuing on in a vein that would 
please any Hollywood comedy director, 
Kidd pursued still another possible 
prize, some accounts say it was under a 
Dutch flag, only to fi nd a fellow New 
Yorker in command. He allowed the 
ship to go on unmolested, he would later 
testify, because he had "no commission 
to take any but the King's enemies and 
pirates." Prosecution for the Crown 
would later counter that he let the ship 
go free because its captain proved to be 
a fellow pirate. Historical accounts other 
than his own, if true, would cast doubt 
on the demeanor he tried to portray, as 
when he arrived off the Comorros in 
February 1697, and still had not found a 
quarry in August, he made an unsuccess­
ful attack on a small flotilla of ships car­
rying Mocha coffee from Yemen. He 
later finally succeeded in capturing sev­
eral similar small ones. 

At any rate, when the Dutch mer­
chantman sailed away unharmed a vio­
lent argument broke out on the 
Adventure Galley over whether this 
potential prize should have been allowed to 
go free. Conflicting accounts obscure the 
details, but all agreed that in a bruhaha with 
his gunner William Moore, Kidd crowned 
him with a wooden bucket and he subse­
quently died - providing the British prose­
cution with a basis for a charge of murder. 

How To Apprize A Prize? 
Nearly a full year after he had been 

expected to return to New York, Kidd final­
ly came upon what seemed like his bonan­
za, but it proved to be a mixed blessing, 
which gives a good illustration of how flex­
ible and perplexing were the legal guide­
lines that applied to privateers. This mer­
chantman was a real tar-baby: It was owned 
by Indians, carrying Persian cargo, with a 
Moorish crew and an English captain. All 
sailed together, Kidd claimed, under a 
French pass. Ahah ! The pass was crucial to 
the matter. If it existed, it provided undeni­
able proof that the Quedah Merchant was a 
legitimate prize. At trial , Kidd insisted the 
pass had been among the papers that had 
been taken from him fo llowing his arrest, 
but the court denied his pleas to be given 
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access to them. Kidd produced witnesses 
who claimed to have seen the pass, but the 
Crown's court, at fu ll steam on a rai lroad 
job, simply ignored the testimony. 

If taken lawfull y, the Queddah 
Merchant's cargo of si lk, gold, j ewels, 
sugar and guns could have compensated 
Kidd's sponsors for his over-extended voy­
age, and it cou ld have pu lled Kidd 's chest­
nuts out of the fire. But rather than head fo r 
New York with the prize, Kidd set sail for 
St. Mary's, Madagascar, an infamous pirate 

Captain Kidd, disappointing - and even 
worse, embarrassing - his powdered-wig 
British sponsors, was sentenced as a pirate to 
hang in chains until his corpse rotted away. 

haven. When he arrived, a single under­
manned pirate ship, which should have been 
easy prey for his 34-gun vessel, lay at 
anchor in the harbor. But instead of finding 
himself at an advantage, Kidd found him­
self at the pirate ship's mercy when most of 
his own crew deserted to the enemy shi p. 

After negotiating his release, Kidd made 
his way safely back to the west Indies 
aboard the Queddah Merchant he had cap­
tured. He later scuttled the Adventure Galley 
at St. Mary's, he said, because she had 
become unseaworthy - an unlikely story 
since she was a nearly new vessel. Kidd next 
sailed to Anguilla, reportedly because he had 
taken on paying passengers to the West 
Indies in order to pay fo r the trip. There he 
learned he was a hunted man, and he made 
the fatal decision to deliver himself to the 
hands of Colonial authorities in New York. 
He left the Queddah Merchant at the island 
of Hispanola, bought a new ship, the 

Antonio and sailed to New York City, where 
he tried to persuade the Earl of Bellomont, 
then colonial governor, of his innocence. 

Get A Rope 
Since Engli sh law did not allow pirates to 

be tried in the colonies, Kidd was taken back 
to England. Unfortunately, the fallout from 
his ill-fated trip preceded him to London. 
The identity of his crooked Whig sponsors 
became public in 1698, and the revelation led 
to an uproar over the government's habit of 

making personal profits from the com­
missioning of pri vateers. The Tory 
opposition in Parl iament wanted to cen­
sure and/or impeach leading Whig 
lords, but the Whigs closed ranks and 
voted them down. 

ln Kidd, the Tories saw a potential 
ally who could provide the impetus 
necessary to bring down the Whig 
ministry, if he would but reveal all 
details of his commission and repudi­
ate the Board of Trade. Whigs, on the 
other hand, had no interest in allowing 
the matter to be researched too deeply, 
and rather than let a useful scapegoat 
go free, they impeded Kidd 's defense 
by confiscating all his papers, and 
insisting all hi actions had been 
unsanctioned. 

Kidd was denied counsel - even a 
clear statement of the charges against 
him. When the trial began, he learned 
to his surprise that in addition to five 
counts of piracy, he stood accused of 
the murder of William Moore, whom 
he had dispatched wi th the bucket. 
Quickly rail roaded, Kidd was sen­
tenced at Execution Dock, his sentence 
calling for his body to remain swinging 
in public view until it rotted away. 

Perhaps the most accurate ju.dging 
of Kidd's life was made by writer 
Harold Thompson in 1940, when he 

described Kidd as "a man neither very good 
nor very bad, the fool of fortune and the tool 
of poli tic ians, a pirate in spite of himself." 

Thus died Captain Kidd, in a manner not 
unlike piracy itself, when he had become 
neither profitable nor politically expedient 
fo r the movers and shakers of commerce 
and politicians at large. 

The Ii ves and ti mes of these most noto­
rious pirates serve to illustrate in microcosm 
the macrocosm of the early pirate phenom­
enon. Of the thousands who plied this ille­
gitimate craft upon the high seas, nearly all 
squandered their ill-gotten gains and died in 
ignominy. Like the slave trade, piracy was 
overrun by history when it exceeded the tol­
erance of the world at large. 

But piracy upon the high seas, in the air 
and on land-trade routes, is realizing a dra­
matic comeback. Next month we will exam­
ine these new pirates, their victims and 
prizes, and where they work - then the 
who-and-how of modern antipiracy and 
counterpiracy enterprises. 

Frank Hopkins is a frequent contribu1or 
to SOF. ~ 
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WHEN CALLING 911 JUST WON'T DO. 

LRRP K-9 
SECURIT Y SERVICES 

Pups and Trained Adults Available 
Brochure $3.00/ Brochure 8. Video $8.00 

Mo;or Credit Cords Affepted 
Box 1620-MA · Aiken, SC 29802 

(803) 649-5936 

10% Pepper Sprays 

Key Chain Sprayer 
Retail $19.95 

Sample $6.25 Sample $4 .25 

Electronic Stun Guns 
Security Plus"ll 
100,000 Volt Security Plus" 
Straight or 300,000 Volt 
Curved Curved Only 
Retail $69.95 Retail $139.95 
Sample $22.25 Sample $45.95 

Security Plus" 160,000 Volt Baton 
Retail $129.95 
Sample $43.95 

Home study course. Learn locksmithing for 
a great career, or to start a profitable at-home 
business of your own. Key-making machine 
included. Send or call 24 hours a day. 

FREE LITERATURE: CALL 800·223-4542 

Home study. Do what you should have done a 
long time ago-get your H. S. diploma and qualify 
for higher pay and better jobs! 

FREE LITERATURE: CAU 800-223-4542 

COMPLETE LINE OF 
CONCEALABLE VESTS 

STARTING AT 
$249.95 

AND TACTICAL 
INCLUDING TAC/CON, 

LEGIONNAIRE, IMPERATOR, 
NATO, OVERVEST 

STARTING AT 
$175.00 

For Armor Catalogue send $4 .00 
or $15.00for1500 page complete set 

Inter-American 
Security Products, Inc. 

PMB 456 • 13615 S. Dixie Hwy., 
Miami , Florida 33176-7254 

Ph.: (305) 256-0370 
Fax: (305) 235-0603 

E-Mail: interam @gate.net 
Shop online: www.interamer.com 

Lead On, Soldier! 
• Survival & Camping Gear 

• Shooting Accessories 

• GORE-TEX® Outerwear 

• MREs 

• Blankets 

• First Aid 

•Tools 

• Knives 

• Boots 

• tJniforms 

• Water Purification 

For Your FREE Full-Color Catalog Call 

1·800·317·9455 

1 . ATDC™ is used to dramatically increase 
testosterone levels up to 337°/o. Higher 
testosterone levels means faster, easier 
muscle growth. 

2 month cycle $29.95 

2. Boron Is another product that has been 
used by serious body builders all over the 
world to raise testosterone levels up to 
300o/o. 

3 month cycle $19.99 

3. G .. H.R.X .. releases growth hormone in an 
abundance like no other. Extraordinary 
results are expected when combining 
testosterone enhancers like 1-2. 

60 Tabs $21.00 

4 . L.S.C .. is a very potent product with a 
combination of sterols, amines, electrolites 
and much more. This finishing product has 
been used to build muscle, strip away fat , 
and get a tremendous pump. 

60 Tabs $19.95 

PURCHASE PRODUCTS 1,2,3 and receive #4 
FREE! 

1. _ ATDC 2 month cycle $29.95 + $5.C>O S&H 
2. _ Boron 3 month cycle $19.99 + $5.00 S&H 
3. _ G.H.R.X. 60Tabs $21 .00 + $5.00 S&H 
4. _ L.S.C. 60Tabs $19.95 + $5.00 S&H 
__ Special , Buy 3 Bottles get 4th FREE 580.94 shipping ll'lcluded 
__ Add $10.00 for Priority Mall 
__ International orders add 25%. (C.0.0.'s U.S. only) 
__ Yes, I would like a FREE catalog with my order 



SUPPLY 

MEN& WOMEN! 
Train al home for an exciting part 
or full-time career as a Private 
Detective. Start your own agency 
or work for others. Learn all the 
latest techniques from the 
experts. Taught by former mili­
tary intelligence specialists, 
police and private detectives. 
The only course of ifs kind, the 
unique Global Schoof of 
Investigation program will make 
you a PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 

A Sound Advantage 

Wide range of sound amplifiers for hunting 
& surveillance 

1-800-533-3277 
P.O. Box 1988 Manitowoc, WI 54221 

WWEST PRICES GUARANTEED! 
• Largest Selection in the USA! 
• Super Savings: Save up to 40%! 

Industry Leader Since 1991 ! 
• 2-Year Warranty! 

Iron-Clad Money-Back Guarantee! 

Litton~ 
USA 

ORDERS: 1-800-424-8222 
Info: 949-415-1 034 • Fax: 949-415-1035 

::E • - !ill 
MOROCVISION 

fight the night ·· 
219 Broadway #307/SF, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 

Home study. Solve crimes, find missing per­
sons, expose frauds. Work for attorneys and 
insurers- or start your own at-home business. 

H a.- Free literature: 800-223-4542 

• Soft, comfortable, concealable body 
armor that weighs less than 3 lb. 

• Vests are made with 18 layers 
of DuPont Kevlar 

• 5 year warranty on ballistics 
• Adjustable ballistic panel carriers i'ii)Ve 

•plus shipping & handling 
X·LARGE AND XX-LARGE ALSO AVAILABLE 

All orders must be pre-paid or C.O.D. 
Preferred Shipping: via FedEx 2/3 Day Service 

I 1'1 I [3: I [d;1~1:1111i11;1;l 1'1 [,]; I 
37637 Five Mile Rd. Ste. 324 

Livonia, Ml 48154 • (734) 394-2134 

TELEPHONE LISTENING 
DEVICE WITH 

12 HR. RECORDER 

Record telephone conversations in your office or 
home. Starts automatically when phone is 
answered, records both sides of phone conversa­
tion. Recorder stops when phone is hung up. 
$99.95 + $7 shipping. For telephone listening 
device separately $19.95 + $2 ship. 

Transmits to any FM 
radio up to 1/2 mi. 
Easy to assemble kit. 
Up to 9V (not Incl.) 
$29.95 + $2 sh. 

For comprehensive 50 page catalog of Micro Video, 
VHF transmitters, Surveillance and Counter­
surveillance and much more! Send $3.00. 

CALL 407-725-1000 

USICORP 
P.O. Box SF2052 Melbourne, FL 32902 

COD'S OK 



SUPPLY 

S&K Labs Boron 
This product has been h istorically used to 
raise Testosterone levels up to 300%. 
When you raise your bodys testosterone 
level you drastically increase your body's 

you like to sculpt your body with huge 
healthy hard muscles and get that lean 
awesom e body builder physique? Our 

10mg Boron is 3 times the strength o f 
a lmost all competitors. If you are not 

completely satisfied with the growth you 
obtain, return it for a full refund! 

3 month cycle for only$19.99 

$19.99 + S&H C.0.0 .'s WELCOME 
Uso your personal check over tho phone or order by cash on delivery 

ORDER NOW!!! is~3£~~2~822 ~ 
r.r.T.'I MONEY BACK GUARANTEE! E!lI!llll 
~ Call24 hrsnday7daysawcekor ~ 
-------~~ch,;;~r_:o~~r~: ______ _ 

• S&K Labs, P.O. Box 2025 
Pompano Beach, Florida 33061 

__ 1 Bottle (3) month cycle $19.99 + $5.00 S&H 

__ Special, Buy 2 Bottles get 3rd FREE $49.98 shipping lncl. 

__ Add $10.00 for Priority Mail 

__ International orders add 25%. (C.O.D.'s U.S. only) 

__ Yes, I would like a FREE catalog with my order 

Name: 
Address: ____________ _ 

Thin, Lt. Wt. & Able To Pass Un-Noticed 
Through X-Ray & Metal Detectors. 
Protect Yourself At Work, School & 
Traveling. Protection From 9mm To 
.44 Cal. Magnum. Anti-Knife Layer 

Available In All 5 Panel Sizes. 

Citizen Shield Corp. 
(512) 834-2705 

www.citizenshield.com 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE makes its list of customers' 
names and addresses available to carefully screened 

companies to send announcements of their 
products and services. 

If you prefer not to receive such mailings and want 
your name on our subscriber list only, please write 

us, enclosing your mailing label. 
Address your request to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Attn: Customer Service 

P.O. Box 348 

NOW YOU CAN GET... 

ID BY MAIL 
20 SOURCES-FULLY ILLUSTRATED 

• Birth and Baptismal Certificates 
• Drivers Licenses (blank)-50 States 
• Blank Social Security Cards 
• College Degrees-Bachelors, MA, PhD 
• High School Diplomas, also GED 
• Photo ID Cards-all 50 States 
• "Professional" ID Cards-over 200 Styles 
• Job Reference Kits, Past W-2 Forms 
• Foreign & Camouflage Passports 
• Police/Military ID and Patches 
• Photographer ID, Press Credentials 
• Embossing Seals, Rubber Stamps 
• "Do-It-Yourself" ID Kits 
•Secured MasterCard at 2X Deposit 
ALL-NEW64-PG. BOOK! 

ID BY MAIL 

S24.9S 
Cash, Check, Money Order, 

Visa/MC accepted, No CODs 

EDEN PRESS 
Box 8410-AD 

Fountain Valley, CA 92728 ~~~~~~~I~ 
0 Latest Book Catalog FREE 



SOLDIER OF FORTUNE CLASSIFIEDS GET RESULTS! Start getting your results at only $3 per word per insertion, $60 minimum. 
Prepay two months for 10% discount; six months for 20% discount; or 12 months for 30% off. Repeat your same ad in another 
section for half price. "Dingbats" ( V' , e; • ), bold words (other than first 3-4): $5.00/each extra. Computer word count of gram­
matically correct copy. EXAMPLE: PO Box 693 = 3 words; 80306 and 303-449-3750, etc. each= 1 word; abbreviations such 
as DI , SGT, 20mm = 1 word. No ads accepted by telephone. Ad copy must be typed. Include authorizing signature, mailing 
address, telephone or fax number (for our fi les). Mail classified ads with payment (check, wire transfer, money order or 
Visa/MC) to SOF, Attn : Classified Dept. , 5735 Arapahoe Ave., Suite A-5 , Boulder, CO 80303. Phone : 303-449-3750; fax: 303-
444-5617; e-mail: trent@sofmag.com. 

NOTICE To ADVERTISERS: We reserve the right to refuse any ad for any reason and to delete or change any copy that we con­
sider objectionable, false or in poor taste. It is our policy not to accept advertisements for personal services, including 'will do any­
thing' or 'go anywhere' type ads. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee must send sample (non-returnable). 

l!aDETE~ 
Explore a secret world! Fascinating 
new career.Experience a new \ 
adventure every d~. ~ 
Dynamic home stu y course. 
Diploma, Badge. State approved. 

FREE DETECTIVE CAREER INFO. 

1·800·742·9007 Dept. 301 
www.detectivetrainin 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY -- CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 
Send $9.95 to: BUSHPILOT 

P.O. Box 211296 
Bedford, TX 76095-8296 

Catalog with purchase -- Allow 4-6 weeks 
http://www.bushwings.com 

2000 ADVERTISING DEADLINES 

ISSUE AD DEADLINE DH SALE DAR 

May 2 February 28 March 

June 1 March 25 April 

July 5 April 30 May 

August 3 May 27 June 

September 31 May 25 July 

October 5 July 29 August 

November 2 August 26 September 

December 30 August 24 October 

Army, Navy, Air Force, Marines 
• Call now! Toll-free! 

1-888-223-1159 
• Custom pins & patches available. 

Dealer inquiries welcome. 

by Hoover's Mfg. , Co. 
P.O.Box 547SF, Peru, IL 61354 

Fax: 1-815-223-1499 

SHOCKING PLANS! 190+ Publications. 
Impossible to find underground info! 
Hacking, revenge, moneymaking and lots 
more. Very unusual stuff! Free catalog. 
TIC P.O. Box 876SF, Hurst, Texas 76053. 
www.theinformationcenter.com 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Government 
assass ination conspiracy exposed . 

I :i1i1l :tt:I g1J :J ! M:i i til I Fl CONSTITUTIONAL POPULIST REPUB­
LIC: more than a redneck in a pick-up with 
a dog in the back. Support the North 
American Reader. 1-514-285-2849 -WEB 
SITE www.knownet.net/reader. 

Videocassettes, manuscripts, pho-
tographs, books. Catalog : $3.00. COL­
LECTOR' S ARCHIVES; Box 2, 
Beaconsfield , Quebec. H9W 5T6 CANADA BECOME A PUBLISHED AUTHOR- 75-

year tradition of quality book publishing , 
promotion, distribution. "Author's Guide to 
Subsidy Book Publishing" 1-800-695-9599. 

Mack Bolan and 007 not spicy enough for your 
reading palate? Try "The Listener Thieves" at 
Not4Sissys.com These Novels Rock! 
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CORRESPONDENCE COURSES AND 
MILITARY MANUALS. Combat Skills, 
Weapons , Tactics, NBC, more. Catalog 
$5.00. llPD/ACCP, Box 1237, Alpine, T X 
79830 

so1.n11m 011 1101\'l'UNE llUSSIA! 
Collectors item, published in Moscow. 
Various months. Invaluable resource for 
researchers, military and intelligence pro­
fessionals. Printed in Russian only. $5.00 
each/3 for $12. Overseas, add $3 for first 
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r-----------------, 
WORLo·s LARGEST 

. SURPLUS MARKET 
for used military vehicles: 
jeeps, tanks, HMMWVs, -==5:rl}_ 
military trucks, more. 
100's of ads, tech tips, 
how-to, articles, event 
listings, much more! 

HILITARY ~ VEHICLES 
llUfA!'lJD 

1 year (six BIG 100+ page issues) 
USA $18, Canada $28, (Sample $5) 

12-L2 lndianhead, Morristown, NJ 07960 

L-----------------~ 

DESCRAMBLE 
Cable for $14.95! (Kit) 

Satellite $19.95 
Gets fill channels! Why pay hundreds? 800-752-1389 

MARK YOUR CALENDAR! 
SOI~ CONVEN'fION 2000, 

celebrating 25 years of 
SOLDIEll 01~ l~fHl'l'UNE 
Magazine, coming to 

Las Vegas, 
I I- I a Of~'l'OHEil 2000 

issue and 1 .00 each after for Priority Mail. 
SOF Russian Issues, 5735 Arapahoe 
Ave. , Suite A -5 , Boulder, CO 80303-
1340.\V\V\V.SOl11UAG.COM 

COLLECTORS 
BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COL­
LECTORS. R eg imental insignia and 
accessories of elite Regiments ; including 
SAS ; Pa ratroops; Roya l M a rines ; Black 
Watch ; Guards, e tc. 45-page illustrated 
Import Catalog $6.00. BRITISH REGALIA 
IMPORTS, Department 6A , PO Box 37, 
Palm Harbor, FL 34682. 

V' SOUHEU (ff 1101\'l'UNE BACK 
ISSUES ARE available. Most years/issues 
sti ll in stock. Only $5 each includes 
domestic S&H . Write , fax or e-mail to 
request a comprehensive list. SOF Back 
Issues, 5735 Arapahoe, Su ite A -5, 
Boulder, CO 80303. Fax : 303-444-5617; e­
mail:barba ra@sofmag.com 

lMPlOYMENT . 
CAREERS IN SPECIALIZED SECURITY 
GUIDE! Executive/ M arit ime/Tactical/ 
Nuclear Security Fields. Send $16.00: 
Enterpri s ing Securities , 4135 LaVista 
Road , Ste. 6 10-PMB 115, Tucker, GA 
30085 

entering the hollow 
backstrap that is open 
ALL THE WAY to the 
pistol's internal action!! 

"THE PLUG" installs or 
removes in a second on 

Does NOT permanently alter pistol or interfere with magazine 
insertion or ejection. Improves the look & feel of the GLOCK. 

DEPT. APPROVED & CARRIED ON DUTY BY POLICE 
ACROSS THE USA. ORDER NOW AT ONLY 

VISA, M/C, 
AMEX, DISC 

$5.00 plus $ 1.25 shpng/hndlng 
(fore ign orders S lO ccrl. U.S.) 

ca ll 570-669-7027 (orders only) Mon to Sat 9am-11pm EST 
Or mail check or money order WITH MODEL# to: 
0.W.L. ENTERPRISES. Box 146, esquehoning, PA 18240 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH REGIMENTAL 
INSIGNIA & ACCESSORIES ETC 

• SAS • PARA • ROYAL MARINES 
• RAF •GUARDS • BLACK WATCH ETC 

45 PAGE ILLUSTRATED IMPORT CATALOG 56.00 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6, P.O. Box 37 
Palm Harbor, FL 34682 

FINANCIAL 
MONEY AVAILABLE NOW! Let the 
Gove rnment Finance your b usiness 
idea. Satisfaction Guaranteed . We have 
the answers! Cal l To ll Free: 1-800 -226-
360 1 , ExtensionBF7770. www.nationalin­
focorp.com 

• Did this get your attention? It's a 
"Dingbat." So a re v and e. Add them to 
your SOF c lassified ad for $5/each. 

FREE 
• SPOOK TECH:The Spy Shop Catalog 
- W e sel l over 300+ Covert Spy Products 
at wholesa le prices. Cal l 1-904-788-87 45 
for FREE COLOR CATALOG 

KNIVES - BAYONETS 
COLD STEEL Spyderco, Gerber, SOG, 
Benchmade, S mith & W esson and more . 
Huge discounts! Free list. KNI VES PLUS 
MAI L ORDER , (800) 687-6202 
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13983 Industry Avenue 
~--- Becker. MN 55308 

PHONE 1-612-261 -5600 
~ FAX 1-612-261 -5599 

www.dpmsinc.com 
e·ma il : dpmsinc@aot.com 

Business Hours: 
M·F 8 a.m. lo 5:00 p.m. Central nme 

I 

Have a life of intrigue 
excitement, adventure! 
Learn from the REAL 

1
._ ______ ___, experts: 
Investigation • Surveillance • Skiptracing 

Start Your Own Business 
State Approved • Diploma Awarded 

Free Broclt11re! United States Academy 
Call Or Write of Pr iva te Investi&a1ion 

I (310) 657-6333 I s e~e~iv8~f11;~pA 9b~13 
VISIT OUR SPY SHOP 
"On The World Wide Web" 

www.spytechagency.com 
"On The Sunset Strip" 

85 19-8521 W. Sunset Blvd. 
West Hollywood, CA 90069 

- Web Site Features -
Pl Agency · PI Academy· Spy Shop 

011/i11e over 2500 i11vestigat io11- surveilla11ce 
co 1111/er111 eas11re produ cts, books & videos!! 

MILITARY EVENTS, 
AIR SHOWS & REUNIONS 
e Attention Military, Veterans: SOl,DlllU 
011 l'OU'l'UNE will run a 30-word notice 
here for one month, half price, for any 
legitimate reunion , military base open­
house, air show, battle re-enactment, 
firepower demonstrat ion or simi lar mil i ­
tary event. Non-commercial events 
only; standard rate applies to for-profit 
events. \V\V\V.SOl'MAG.COM 

MISCELIANEOUS 
LET THE GOVERNMENT PAY for your 
new or existing home . Over 1 00 d ifferent 
programs avail able. Free recorded mes­
sage: (707) 448-3210 . (8KW5) 
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~ PR£S£NTS HIGH THREAT 
~ £R, EXECUTIVE PROTECTION 

~- PHO~N~~~~~ONA 
APRIL 17-21 2000 •APRIL 24-28 2000 {MON. - FRI.) 

INSTRUCTED BY U.S. SPECIAL AGENTS WHO HAVE 
PROTECTED DIGNITARIES IN HOSTILE FOREIGN ENVI­
RONMENTS, THIS ACTION-PACKED COURSE FEATURES: 

- REALTIME SCENARIOS 
- EXOTIC WEAPON TRAINING 

- SHOOTING FROM MOTORCADE 
- COMBAT SHOOTING QUALIFICATION 

COURSE FEE $1,495.00 
1 [BOO) 282-5754 

SERIOUS INOUIRIES ONLY • LIMITED CLASS SLOTS AVAILABLE 

SEND $2.00 for 8-PAGE CATALOG 
MILITARY AWARDS I CERTIFICATES I MEDALS 

UNIVERSITY I COLLEGE I HIGH SCHOOL 
FOR ENTERTAINMENT & COLLECTORS 

Couch Potato Publishing 
443 FOX RUN DRIVE, BLUE RIDGE, GA 30513 

E-mail: WOSCPP1998@YAHOO.COM 

!'l'l!!llOM COUNTl'lY 

~ 
20 big acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at 
$19,950.00. Trout fishing, backpacking, camping, Elk, 
deer, moose, bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near 
established towns. Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks 
nearby. GUARANTEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, 
WARRANTY DEED. FREE color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
"Video Available" 

CALL TOLL-FREE 1-800-592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Miiwaukee Street, Dept. 5 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 

PHOTO l.D. CARDS 
Birth Certificates 

High School Diplomas 
College Degrees 

Trade School Diplomas 
Martial Arts Certificates 

Investigator, Security Certificates 
Marriage, Divorce Certificates 

Much More! 
Call Now! FREE BROCHURE! 

1-702-471-4444 
M.P.C. 

SALE: M a le Power Pack. Creates/builds 
muscle, strength , stamina, e ndura nce. 
Elevate Testosterone level 200%. 
Enhances virility- Instant recovery. Safe. 
1 -800-878-8844 

• Did this get your attention? It's a 
"Dingbat." So are v and •- Add them to 
your SOF c lassified ad for $5/eac h . 

MINE, GRENADE & FIREARMS 
POSTERS: 50+ set; single posters and 
poster books avai lable. Securesearch, 
Inc ., 3500 Pharmacy, U-4, Toronto, ON. , 
Canada M1 W 2T6. (1-416) 492-5349, Fax: 
(1-416) 492-3656 

BO 

SURVEILLANCE 
COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 

Electronic Devices 
• Spy Pinhole Cameras $9900 
•Wireless Video • Voice Changer 

• Micro Recorders •Bug and 
Phone Tap Detectors • 

Locksmithing 
• Phone Call Register • Shotgun Mies 

• Realtime 15 Hour Telephone 
Recording System $14900 

• Vehicle Tracking System • And more ... 
Catalog $5°0 

We will not be undersold 
www.spyoutlet.com 

SPY OUTLET 
P.O. Box 337, Buffalo NY 14226 

(716) 695-8660 I 691-3476 

I 
LEARN HOW YOU CAN GET A ifQ.& I 
DRIVEffS LICENSE FAST AND EASY. I 

~~~R~~~~~~~A"6i1~~~~~t~~ : 
PAST RECORD. I 00% GUARANTEED. : 

1 ·. fOR SQME VERY REVEALING INFORMATION/ I 
I QUALITY RESEARCH, DEPI 53 : 

~-------~~~~~.l~ .. '.!~C:.'?.h~'!~~~~~~~.e-~.:~1.:2. •• -' 

All major brands. 
30-day money back guarantee. 

I -year warranty. 

JCB ELECTRONICS 
1-800-579-3285 

SOCIAL NUDISM LIFESTYLE! New 
videos! Free Catalog! Write : FPSO, Box 
191 H , Montreal, Canada H3G-2K7 (E­
Mail: freecat@total.net) 

NEED ALTERNATE USA ID? Privacy, 
protection, peace of mind. Only $1898.00. 
Hilton A . Vandamme, 214-890-6884, 24 
hours a day. Stric tly confidentia l consulting 
services. Now call when ready with avail­
able funds . 

ESPIONAGE UNLIMITED: Your one stop 
shop for surveillance, counter surve illance, 
privacy, new ID's and new identity, asset 
protection, covert weapons , investigations, 
and more. (802) 864-0951. www.espi­
onage-store.com 

SURPLUS 
GOVERNMENT AUCTIONS in your area! 
Must sell: Cars, trucks , computers, more! 
G reat deals! Call: 1-800-601 -2212 , Ext. 
SP7770 www.nationalinfocorp.com 

Need NEWID? 
CREDIT·PRIVACY • 
Our Books Help You Get• New identity• Credit• New SSN 
• ID by mail• College degrees • Better jobs •Credit repair 
• Cash businesses • "Free Money" www.edenpress.com 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG: 1-800-338-8484 
EDEN PRESS • Box 841 0-AB •Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

Y2K PRODUCTS 
MRE'S (USGI) w/ heaters $70/12 + shipping 
MILLENNIUM BEAN MIXES 
One man month in a stackable bucket 
Choose Millennium Bean, Pea, Rice, Chili, 
or Minestrone. $40/60 servings 
3600 Calorie Food Bars $65/12 
MRE Chocolate Brownies $100/100 
MRE Wheat Snack Bread $60/80 
MRE Poundcakes $75/100 Assorted 

Cataloe $2 Survival Checklist $5 
PONDEROSA SPORTS & MERCANTILE 

6854 Highway 55 208-793-3121 
Horseshoe Bend, Idaho 83629 

Extended Slide Lock For 1$9.95 P.P.0.1 

GLOCK@ 
• DROP IN REPLACEMENT• FITS IN ALL HOLSTERS 

Manufactured in U.S.A. by: 
Ranch Products PO BOX 145 Malinta, OH 43535 

TRAINING 
" SUPERIOR TRAINING FOR PROFES­
SIONALS!" Executive Protection , 
M a ritime Security, COP, Technical 
Surve illance, Counte r Inte llige nce, 
Investigations Management, Caree r 
D eve lopment, and Tactica l Courses. 
Ente rprising Securities (770) 723-1683 or 
www.e nterpris ingsecurities.com 

WEBSITES 
FOR ONLY $25/month you can list your 
Website or Internet URL + 10 words 
right here. This is a great way to get out 
the word on your site! 

• COVERT SPY GEAR-
www.SpookTech.com, 1-877-464-4SPY 

ACTION KNIVES Automatics, Butte rflies, 
Nunc haku s, Stars , Batons , Lasers, 
Knuckles , More. www.actionknives.com 

POLICE BADGES, Guns, Weapons "Find 
Icon Win Gift" www.maxsell.com (954-568-
1480) 

XTREMELY-SHARP.COM Swords , 
Knives, Armor, B lowguns, Crossbows , 
Martial Arts Equipment, and such ... 
C heckout our webs ite ! http://exte mely­
s harp.com (Mention "FORTUNE" for 5% 
off!) 

GET THE GOVERNMENT out of your 
b a nk account.. . go offshore NOW! 
http://pe rmane nttourist.com 

WWW.SOl'iUAG.COiU Coming soon : the full 
line of SOUHllU 01' l'OU'l'UNll logo items, 
including !-shirts, hats, mugs & g lasses. 
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by Robert K. Brown 

What's In A Name? 
A Growing Epidemic of "White House-Speak" 

Hits A Once Well-Respected Soldier 

What ' s in a na me? Jn the B ill Clinton W hite House, 
words a re everything. How can we ever forget 
the Pres ident 's sworn tes ti mo ny last yea r whe n 
1e was confro nted with the fac ts of hi s sex ual 
·e la ti o nship with W hite Ho use in te rn Mo ni ca 

Lewi nsky? O ur "Li a r-i n-C hief' ' looked st rai g ht in to the 
camera and s tated, " It depe nds upon what yo ur defi ni tio n 
of the wo rd ' is' is ." Huh ? 

T hi s, of course, was af te r he deni ed on natio na l te lev i­
sion that he had a sex ual re lat io nshi p with th e Reubenesque 
intern . Who coul d ever forge t whe n he utte red those famo us 

General Barry McCaffrey. A Clinton clone? 

words: "I d id not have a sex ual relatio nshi p with th at 
woman, Miss Lewin sky!" We all know he li ed. Don' t ' cha 
just love it ? 

I guess that particul ar a ilment is catching. Seems that 
ret ired U. S. Army Genera l Barry McCaffrey (C linton's Dru g 
Cza r) got a cl ose of it as we ll . 

General McCaffrey has been very part icular in taking 
the word "war" out of the " War on Drugs" te rmino logy. 

D uring a Congress ional Hea rin g thi s past August up on 
Capitol Hill , th e retired fo ur- star fl ak for Slick Willi e ex hi b­
ited the gutl ess sy mpto ms of hi s Commander-in-Chi ef. 

When questioned by a congressman about the strength and 
capabiliti es of the Colombian " narcoguerrill as ," the FARC. 
the ge nera l stepped back and sa id, "We've had th is long, 
ster il e debate over wheth er to ca ll them 'NARCO-guerril­
las. ' " He we nt on to tell the congressmen, "I don ' t know 

"This guy was a four-star 
general, who once headed 
U.S. Southern Command in 

Panama? And now ... he 
can't figure out what to 
call the FARC? Where in 
the hell has he been?" 

what to ca ll the m, but without questio n, the FARC income 
depends upon dru g produc ti on." 

OK, let's go back to the genera l's tes timony to the same 
com mittee at the House Government Reform and Overs ight 
hearin g on I October 1996, where he cal led the same FA RC 
organizat ion " narco-guerrill as. " Why were they ·'narco­
guerrill as" the n and open to questi on now, Genera l? I guess 
it j ust depends on yo ur definiti on of the word "is .' R ight, 
Genera l? 

Congress men Dan Burton (R. -lnd. ), Ben Gi lman (R.­
N. Y.) , John Mica (R.-Fla.) , Asa Hu tchinson (R.-Ark.), Bob 
Barr (R.-Ga.) and Mark Souder (R .-lncl .) could onl y shake 
their heads in amazement. One Capitol H ill staffer with a 
tro ng backgro und in mili ta ry and law enforcement opera­

ti ons in wa r-torn Colombi a stated: "This guy was a fo ur- star 
genera l, who once headed U. S. Southern Command in 
Panama? And now ... he can' t fig ure out what to ca ll the 
FARC? Where in the hell has he been?" 

No wo nder th e so-called "War On Drugs" is being lost. 
If a fo ur-s tar ge nera l can' t make up hi s mind as to what to 
ca ll an inte rn at ional terrori st orga ni zatio n ... how in the hell 
can we be expected to he lp the Colombian government fight 
the m? Was hington ins iders agree that it 's time fo r a new 
Drug Cza r! )( 
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www.SURUIUALSTORE.com 

SOJ.))JEll 01~ l~Oll'l'IJNE 
llA(;J{ ISSUES 

NEW! View detailed list of back 
issues and order on-line at 

AFFORDABLE, PERSONAL WEB pages. 
Make a statement wi th you r own. http:// 
home.att.net/ - poofy/w ebdesign .html 

Authentic U.S. Govt. Issue A rmy I N avy 
Surplus. Best prices - Online cata log 
WWW. AM ER I C A N AR MYN AV Y.CO M 
Phone 888-566-A R MY 

Adco ................... 72 
Automatic Knife 

Resource Guide ...... 34 
Baden K-9 . . ............ 27 
Blackhawk Industries ..... 8-9 
Boker Knives ............ 29 
Bud K Worldwide ......... 11 
Chase-Durer ........ Cover 4 
Citizen Shield Corp . ....... 77 
Cold Steel .............. 71 
CRTC .... . .. . .. . ....... 69 
CZ-USA .... . ... . ....... 31 
Direct Action Video ....... 25 
Eden Press ........... . . 77 
Edges2 ................. 35 
Energy House ........... 72 
Excalibur Electro 

Optics Inc. . . . . . . . . . . 16 
G. G. & G ................ 10 
G-Jo Institute .... ... ..... 70 
Global School 

of Investigation . . ..... 76 

.50 Caliber Shooters 
Association .. . .... . ..... 34 

Armalite, Inc .............. . 66 
Andrews Custom Leather .... . 42 
Black Hills Ammunition .. .41, 52 
Bob James .. . . . ... . ...... .43 
Brigade Quartermasters .. . ... 16 
Bushnell Sports Optics .. . .. . . 66 
Cabela's . .. .. .............. 6 
Chronicle Books .. . . . ....... 20 

INFORMATION SERVICES 
Know who you are dealing with? 
Locate Telephone Number and 
Addresses , Identity Verification , 
Criminal Records Checks, Motor 
Vehicle Reports , Background 
Checks, Business Reports, Marriage 
and Death Records, More. Contact: 

JGS Inc. 
P.O. Box 120176, 

Staten Island , New York 10312-01 76 
71 8-984-9012, Fax: 718-356-7256 

EAVESDROPPING is unbelievably widespread! 
Are you sure you're safe? Would you like to learn 

how others (without prior experience) earn $250 HR 
in the fascinating field of COUNTER-SURVEILLANCE? 

Call for FREE CATALOG! 

www.Spy-City.com 
800 732-5000 . 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 

Glock .................. 17 
Great Southern Security ... 19 
Hatherleigh Publishing .... 18 
Innovative Sports ........ 21 
Inter-American Security 

Products ............. 75 
Investment Arms ......... 15 
L.A. Law Enforcers ....... 75 
Land Shark .. .. ....... .. 33 
L.A.R. Grizzly . . . .... . .... 35 
Lile Handmade Knives .... 75 
LRRP K-9 Services ....... 75 
Master Guy Savelli ....... 68 
Matthews Police Supply ... 76 
Michigan Body Armor ..... 76 
Military Media ....... . .... 7 
MoroVision Night Vision ... 76 
Paladin Press ............ 5 
Pioneer .... . ... . ........ 29 
Planet Ammo ............ 69 

PRODUCT INDEX 
Dillon Precision Products ... .. 52 
Fearless Freddy's ..... . .... . 10 
GT Knives . ............... 18 
Heinie Leather Products ...... 18 
Jews for the Preservation of 

Firearms Ownership ...... 60 
LKL Innovations .... . ....... 20 
Mazel Freedom Press ........ 60 
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Federally owned land currently available in AK, AZ., AR, CA, 
CO, ID, MT, NV, NM, OR, UT, WA, WY for $2.50 per acre. 
U.S. citizens entitled to purchase up to 160 a c res per 
person. For complete information package including maps, 
telephone helpline, filing forms, etc. send $20 check or money 
order to: FEDERAL LAND CO., Dept L, Box 21598, 
Washington, DC 20009. (Note: this is not homestead­
ing - lands are sold outright.) MONEYBACK GUARANTEE! 

~!'!~.~~ 'e~! ti 
.:r· Inventory 
' Sale 

SAVE ON SELECT SIZES 
• America's # I Arch·Type Manufacture r 25X34 • 30X46 
• 20YeorWorronly 
• EosyfinoncingAvoiloble 40X56 ·SOXI16 
• EasyDo·ll·Yourself Conslruction 

• free 16 Page Brochure STC:C:!..'iilt:JSTC:~® 

Professional Career 
Development ....... 75, 76 

Round Eye Knife & Tool . . . 68 
S&K Labs ........... . 75, 77 
Silver Creek Industries .. . . 76 
Silverman's ............ . 24 
SOF Back Issues .... . .... 72 
SOF Logo Products .. .. ... 32 
SOF Three-Gun Matches ... 77 
SOS T-Shirts & Jackets .... 26 
Southern Ordnance ....... 72 
Southern Thunder ........ 61 
Southpeak Interactive .. 12-13 
Steve Arnold's 

Gunroom ......... 14, 20 
Tac-Jae 2001 ........... . 34 
Taurus International . . Cover 2 
Thunder Ranch .......... 70 
U.S. Cavalry ............ 75 
USI Corp ............ . ... 76 
watertanks.com ..... Cover 3 
Wiggy's ........... . ... . 73 

Michaels of Oregon ......... 16 
Military 

Parachuting Tours ..... . .. 32 
Navy Arms Company ........ .40 
Ontario Knife Company ...... 67 
Paladin Press ............. . 34 
Random House/Doubleday . . .. 60 
Supreme Products Inc. . ...... 67 
Thad Rybka . . ............ .49 
Thunder Ranch ........... .49 
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Water "Mini -Pi llows" • 5 Gallon Hedpoks • 5 Gallon Cubitoiners • 7.5 Gallon Ecosets 
Fresh Dehydrated and Powdered Food • Whey Better Milk® Powdered Mix • Groins, 
Beans, Frui ts & Posto in bulk • AlpineAire Food • High Calorie Food bars • Billy Bee 
Honey • Complete. Practical Food Packages • Universal Health Shelf Stobie Food • Ark 
Enterprises "Food Storage" Packages • The "Bag· • Water Bogs • 30 mil FDA-Approved 
Storage Bog • Emergency Water Storage Tonks • Custom Barrels • Openheod Barrels 
Plastic Barrels • Wolerkeeper Storage Tonks • Super Tankers • Rainwater Collection Tonk 
The "Easy Order" Specia ls • Portable Wa ter Filters • PUR Water Purifiers • APF Water Fil­
tration System • Kotodyn® Ceramic • Water Filter • Berkefeld® Emergency • Water Filter 
• Tonkless Gos Water Heaters • Stainless Steel • Water Destiller • Redi Chlor - Chlorine 
Tablets • 32 to 128 oz. • Jars & Bottles • Kitchen Sprouters • Bock to Basics Groin Grinder 
• Excalibur Food Dehydrator • Bulk DrumsStoinless Steel Drums • Food Storage Pails • 
Mylar Food Storage Bogs • 12 Volt Well Pump • Water Emergency Hondpump Manual 
"Deep Well" Pump • Cylindrical "Wel l Bucket" • All Purpose Pump • Survival Food Tabs • 
Omega Water StorogeTonks • 100% Ozonoted water • Poly Tonks • Terra Tonks The 
Water Box • Water Crates • Y2KKore Ki t • Fuel Preserver • Aerobic Oxygen • The Bed 
Rizer • Traveler Fleece Blanke! • The Blowgun • Survival Bees Wax Candles • 100 Hour 
Candles Candles "buy" the bulk • Lamps, Lanterns & Accessories • Liquid Paraffin/Lamp 
Oil • Y2k Condie-making Kit • Cose of Candles in a Con • The eternolight • Condie 
Lanterns & More • Gos Masks • Potassium Iodide • Herbal Medical Kits • First Alert Fire 
Extinguisher • Hand Powered & Solar Flashl ights • The "Forever Flashlight" • Medical Kits 
Ozone Machine • Omega Fuel Storage • Petro Guard Tonks • Y2k Emergency Energy Kil 
Hand Powered Radios • !Solari & Accesso ries • Volcano Stove • Convenient FoldAStove 
Global Solar Oven • Solar Rechargeable Lantern • Solar Battery Chargers • Solar Power 
Panels & more • Rechargeable Batteries • Chemical Light Sticks • Portable Toilet 
Portable Gos Storage • EVAC-U8® Smoke Hood • Protective Clothing • 4.3 oz. Water 
Pockets • Wonder Wosher 

Shop our entire selection ON THE WEB @ 

www.watertanks.com 

Or coll toll free for our FREE 1999 Catalog : 

1-888-742-6275 



SIGN ON WITH THE PROFESSIONALS! 
You're a man of action. So make SOLDIER OF FORTUNE your source of exclusive 
information on the world's hotspots and the latest news on mercenaries, weapons, 
self-defense, clandestine operations and survival in a changing world. You can't afford 
not to know. 

City ____________________ State __ Zlpcode _ _ _ 

Slan•Nu ---------------------------~ 
0 Biii Mo (U.S.A. Only) 0 Pa11111mt enclooed (U.S. Funds only pleaH) 
Pleue charge my 0 VISA 0 Mute< Charge 

Exp. Date-----
Account No. ___________ ~ 

USA, Canada, Mexico 
2nd Class (Brown Wrapper) 
1st Class (Sealed Envelope) 

Overseas 
Surface 
Air 

1 Year (12 Issues) 
0 826 (Save 87) 
0 850 

0 833 
0 870 

Please mak• check or money order payable to: 

2 Years (24 laaues) 
0 8 52 (Save $14) 
0 8100 

0 8 66 
0 8140 
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available 
with these 
colored dials 
and all black 
bands. 

SEE 
CHASE-

DURER 
WATCHES AT: 

ARIZONA Scottsdale 
SCHUBACH (888) 724·8222 
CALIFORNIA Beaumont SWISS ARMY 
POCKET PALS (909) 7 69- 1820 Burbank 
TIMEPIECE (818) 559- 9557 Century City 
ARVA (310) 556- 1317 Chico SCOTT'S 

ssoo value NOW ONLY $249 
CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL: 

800-544-4365 
Ask for operator A334 

NOW, CHASE-DURER WATCHES AT 
MARKS & MORGAN JEWELERS 

Gainsville, FL The Oaks Mall (352) 331-8396 
Jacksonville, FL The Avenues Mall (904) 363-2080 
Orlando, FL The Florida Mall (407) 855-5719 
Charleslon, SC Northwood Mall (843) 572-1171 
Savannah, GA Savannah Mall (912) 925-4907 

FIFTH AVE. (530) 899-7080 Fresno KARKAZIAN (559) 224-90 19 Gronodo Hills BOYADJIAN (818) 83 1-0753 Huntington Beach DIAMOND 
OBSESSIONS (714) 841 -5859 loJollo CJ.CHARLES \858) 454-5390 Los Angeles ASK JEWELERS 1323) 512-8812 Newport Beach NEWPORT 
CLOCKS AND WATCHES (949) 723-2333 North Holywood GENERALES (818) 763-9768 Redlands GALLAGHER (909) 798-5446 Son Bernardino 
TEKIN BROS. (909) 888-2369 Son Luis Obispo 8 ANTHONY (805) 544-8988 Sonto Clora COUNTY COMM (408) 244 -4750 Toriono DARVA (8 18) 
881 -4653 Thousand Oaks THE GOLD STORE (805) 495-5464 Vocoville GUNS & GEAR (707) 451-1199 Yorba Lindo DAVID HAYMAN (7 14) 996-
9032 COLORADO Denver RIGHT TIME (888) 846-3388 Longmont LARKSPUR {303) 684-818 1 CONNECTICUT Wethersfield STERLING JEWELERS 
1860) 529- 1187..El.QRII1A_Boco Roton ALTIER (561 ) 395-3462 Clearwater ZOLTAN (727) 536-4478 Miami GOLDTIME CORP. (305) 534-8898 Palm 
Harbor MARC ANTHONY (727) 789-9005 Sorosoto SARASOTA GOLD & SILVER (94 1) 37 1-1644 Tampa ALDO BRIONI {Bl 3) 253 -2288 G.ALLAN 
(81 3) 968-4834 Vero Beach DUBOSE (561 ) 770-9 160 ~Auguslo DORIS DIAMONDS (706) 733-6747J:!A.WA!LWoipohu DIAMOND CO. 

(808) 676-3440 INDIANA Zionsville JEWEL BOX (317) 873-5076 MASSACHUSEilS Florence MURDUFF'S {413) 586-8760 ~ 
' Grandville SIEGEL (616) 531 -6282 MISSISSIPPI Jackson TOWNSEND (601 ) 982-2366 .!iQl!Il:I ~ Fayetteville RHUDY'S (9 I 0)488-

2971 Sal isbury DEE'S {704) 636-7110 NEW HAMPSHIRE Nashua DESMARAIS {603) 883-5060 NEW~ Atlantic City BRANDEIS AT 
CAESARS (609) 340-1335 Bayonne AARON GOLD{201 I 823-1720 Englewood LESSON (20 1) 568-0907 Gloucester City GLOUCESTER (856) 

456-4113 Passaic Pork KALIN (973) 777-5526 South River GRECO (732) 254-6 161 fil'lAQA Los Vegas BERGER & SON (702) 737 -7118 
CIRCUS CIRCUS 1702) 739-0033 Reno HORSESHOE {775) 323 -4554 NEW YORK New York FINESSE {2 12) 96 7-6853 LAS AMERICAS 
(2 12) 966-4556 Schenectady NORTHEASTERN (518) 372-3604 Staten Island BANDSTAND (71 8) 983-7996 Qtl!Q Cleveland PRINCETON 

1216) 295-0855 OKLAHOMA Oklahoma City TRUST HOUSE {405) 842 -0554 PENNSYLVANIA Eoslon BEVERLY PALM (610) 258-7256 
Harrisburg JEWELBOX 888-539-5269 Jenkintown FANTASTIC (215)885-9296 Philadelphia GOVBERG (21 5) 557- 1002 Stroudsburg 

STOECKEL (717) 421-0590 RHODE ISLAND Middletown WATCHES ETC. (40 1) 847-4 t 79 TENNESSEE Memphis TOWN & COUNTRY (901) 
763-3921 TEXAS Wimberley JOHN GREER & ASSOC. (5 12) 847-1046 VIRGINIA Mel.eon DIAMOND CREATIONS (703) 883- 1818 

WASHINGTON Lo Conner TWO MOONS (360) 466-1920 Redmond All WOUND UP (425) 556-9442 Vancouver PACIFIC JEWELERS {800) 432-
3410 " AND AT I oo·s o r Oll !ER r lNE JEWELERS NATIONWIDll CALL rnR A STORE NEAR YOU. 

CHASE·DURER 270 No. Canon Dr # l 402-A334 BeverJ.x Hills, CA 90210 
310-550-7280 / Fax: 310-550-0830 www.CHASE-DUKER.com 
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