








































































































































































































would create an impossible administrative
burden by forcing the agency to continuous-
ly retrograde its investigations attempting to
resolve these issues.”

So a person — using lawful, existing
Privacy-Act power for redress to correct a
record that causes government to improper-
ly treat that individual as “prohibited” from
owning firearms — would impede law
enforcement, invade the privacy of infor-
mants, be a danger to the health or safety of
law enforcement personnel, and would cre-
ate an impossible administrative burden on
the organs of the state?

A government attorney working on a
similar federal data base told SOF, “NICS is
not supposed to be an investigatory data
base. It is informational. Everything is yes or
no; up or down. If it were ‘law enforce-
ment,’ with information such as that which is
provided by undercover agents or confiden-
tial informants, there might be a clear reason
for exemption. But not here. No way.”

Not Fish, Just Foul

In fact, during June hearings before the
House Judiciary Committee’s Subcommittee
on Crime, FBI officials testified emphatical-
ly that NICS was “not law enforcement.”
Nobody on the commiittee asked the obvious
question, “Then what the hell is it?”

In its Privacy Act exemption regulation,
FBI officials are giving Americans an ironclad
guarantee that errors will happen, and flatly
refuse to stand behind accuracy of any of the
vast majority of the data they will receive.

Here’s how they say it: “Since most of
the records are from state and local or other
federal agency records, it would be impos-
sible to review all of them to verify that they
are accurate.” -

Dirty data will be a huge problem. A
Justice Department lawyer — who spends
his days defending regulations — told SOF
the FBI proposals were “intrinsically dan-
gerous and very badly drafted.” He likened
dirty data possessed by the FBI on an indi-

. vidual to the possession stolen property.

“There is a simple principle of law that
fits here. It doesn’t matter whose hands it is
in, stolen property is still stolen property all
the way down the line. Dirty information is
dirty information. And if it is possessed and
used against an individual citizen by the
FBI, the agency can’t cop out because they
got it from another source.”

If the FBI does possess and use incorrect
information to turn down a gun sale, you,
the hapless, innocent, refused buyer, will
lose your Second Amendment rights on the
spot. In the regulations, the dealer cannot be
informed as to the reason a sale is denied,
nor can the buyer be told. The dealer is
merely given a unique number. For the
buyer; there will be a form to fill out, and a
process that has not yet been configured
could be in the works.

For the innocent buyer given a red light,
this is the beginning of a nightmare.

It’s not just that you are turned down for
that particular gun sale: You are marked as
a prohibited person. Every time your name
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pops up in their supercomputer and in some
other agency’s super computers, you are
listed as a prohibited person. Until your
name is cleared, you can’t own guns. And
who knows with whom this information
might be shared?

The FBI also says that if you are turned
down, your word counts for nothing. “...
because the purpose of the system is to ver-
ify information about an individual, it
would not be realistic to rely on information
provided by the individual.”

So the FBI sees itself as cop, prosecutor,
judge and jury to a citizen’s rights. Anyone
given a mistaken thumbs down is screwed.

So, Sue Me, Hyuk, Hyuk, Hyuk ..

The FBI in its regulations says a person
can get unscrewed by suing the govern-
ment. Even if you are rich enough, try suing
government and winning.

The ostensible
hook for demanding |
their  exemptions
from the Privacy Act
is that the NICS
scheme is “law
enforcement.” But,
when FBI officials
told congress the
opposite — that
NICS was “not law
enforcement”.
that claim was to
cover the govern-

fee, gents.” But don’t think in terms of $14,
do a little math: It’s worth the wrath of con-
gress, especially if you get your way.

As of August, 22 states will not serve as
“point of contact” for either handgun or long-
gun purchases under NICS, meaning dealers
in those states must directly contact FBI offi-
cials at their computer lair in West Virginia.

In four additional states, the point of con-
tact will be shared; handguns handled at state
level and long guns by the feds. In Delaware,
it’s split even further with shotguns and rifles
being handled by different levels of govern-
ment.

The regulatory mess aside, what this
means — unless some force of sanity inter-
venes in the form of congress or the courts
— is that in all of those jurisdictions, the FBI
will charge a fee of $14 a pop for gun pur-
chases. )

It is estimated by industry experts that
the FBI could be directly handling 9,000
transactions an hour.

So, 9,000 calls at
$14 equals $126,000
an hour. And
$126,000 an hour
times  60-business
hours per week equals
$7,560,000; times 52
| weeks totals
1 $393,120,000 a year
into the pockets of a
federal police agency
with no congressional
authorization to take

ment’s plan to

charge a fee for
the “service” of
running  back-
ground checks.

,,,,,,,,,

Under totally
unrelated laws
dealing  with

fee-for-service for non-gov-
ernment activities such as fingerprint work
for private entities, the FBI is allowed to
charge a fee. Those laws predate Brady, so
they don’t apply. Yet the FBI claims that’s
where they get the power to charge a fee for
background checks on potential gun buyers.

Only in the Clinton Administration can
something be “law enforcement” and “not
law enforcement” at the same time.

In the last of five published regulations,
the FBI has announced it will indeed charge
a fee of $14 per firearms transaction as part
of NICS. This, mind you, follows on the
heels of U. S. Senate passage of an appro-
priations rider banning any fee and prohibit-
ing any retention of records of people who
are cleared under NICS. New Hampshire’s
U. S. Senator Bob Smith’s measure also
gives any citizen standing to sue the gov-
ernment if either stricture is broken: Bubba
Clinton has promised to shut down the gov-
ernment over this issue. (Try translating that
into shutting down Judge Starr’s
Independent Counsel operation.) A 69 to 31
roll call Senate defeat for the gun tax is a
pretty stout vote.

You would think the FBI director would
look at such a vote and say, “Let’s forget the

that money.

And gunners will pay.
For what? For some-
thing congress says the
FBI must do as their
duty as a taxpayer-fund-
ed government agency.
The congress did, after
all, already appropriate $200 million for
NICS over the past five years. That seemed
like a lot, but pales to chicken feed com-
pared to what the FBI could raise on its
own — from gun buyers — over that same
period of time: almost $2 billion. And they
say it’s not a tax.

Instant Check, or
Blank Check?

Further, there is nothing but their regula-
tory good word to keep the FBI from upping
the ante — $20, $50, $100. Almost sounds
like the hype ending one of those pesky
fund-raising letters.

If congress lets them get away with this,
the FBI will be blending government and
commerce. Sound familiar? What next?
Will be the FBI go into competition with the
People’s Liberation Army, making slave-
labor Barbie knock-offs to pay for “Brady
III, The Next Edition?” That’s the direction
this is ultimately headed.

Freelance journalist Jim Norell has
worked the pro-gun issue with congress, and
as a consultant with pro-gun groups, for 25
years. R

67






Targeting Sudan

Continued from page 51

in Arabia. cultivating powerful contacts in
the Arab world. However, with Desert
Storm he unfurled his banner when he came
out unequivocally for Saddam Hussein. It
was a bad mistake; the only people in the
Arab world who were keeping his people
from starving were those most bitterly
opposed to the Iraqi dictator.

Since then. many Iragis tend to use
Khartoum as something of a “clearing
house™ prior to their infiltrating western
countries, usually by way of Egypt or some
black West African states, including those
from which Washington has recently with-
drawn its embassy staff.

Puppet State

In present-day Sudan, it is Tehran’s
mullahs who call the shots. Recent intelli-
gence sitreps point to dozens of insurgent
or guerrilla training camps in the desert
outside Khartoum that are run by
Iranians. These host a variety of malcon-
tents from just about every country in the
Islamic world (and quite a few others
besides, including dissidents from India.
Eastern Europe, the former Soviet Union,
South Africa and even as distant as
Malaysia, the Philippines and Singapore).

Tehran has spread its net wide. Sudan’s
xenophobic isolationism helps. It is not sur-
prising therefore, to hear that there are large
numbers of Afghan nationals fighting
Sudanese Christian dissidents in the south
of the country. This is one of the reasons,
incidentally. why the SPLA (Sudanese
People’s Liberation Army) enjoys such
strong American government support.

It is necessary to look carefully at the
proceedings of the three meetings (over a
iwo-day period) that took place at al-
Turabi’s house last year. Details were some-
how [eaked by the Arabic-language. Paris-
based newspaper Al-Waran al-’Arabi (31
October 1997).

Present with Turabi was Dr. Nafi (Ali
Nafi). coordinator of “the Agency” (intelli-
gence operations) and chief planner of the
assassination attempt on the life of Egypt’s
President Mubarak in Addis Ababa two years
before. It was at this meeting that plans were
hatched to bring the “‘chemical and bacterio-
logical factory”™ in Khartoum into produc-
tion. Seven more issues were adopted:

1. The Islamic Arab Peoples™ Conference
(an annual affair which was allowed to
lapse) would be revived. Its purpose. it was
reiterated, was “for the exporting of Islamic
revolution and the participants committed
to (Jihad) holy war.”

2. The conferees decided to rcbuild,
open and expand military training camps
in the Sudan. Their activities would be
geared to include some states which were
considered to have “strayed from true
Islamic objectives.”
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3. Ali Nafi was charged with exporting
revolution to Eritrea, and possibly assassi-
nating President Afwerki,

4. Ibrahim al-Salussi was tasked with
supervising the camps. Head of the secret
police, Ghazi Salah-al-Din would look for
local financing. It is believed that he
approached bin Laden for cash.

5. Operations would be intensified to
support  extremist Igwan  (Moslem
Brotherhood) activities in Egypt. Financial
and logistic support to get weapons into
Egypt would be offered.

6. The meeting recommended financing
for a foreign press effort “that supports the
Islamic Arab Peoples’ Conference, defends
Sudan and backs Islamic ideals.” They also
agreed to publish a periodical from the
Sudanese Embassy in London.

7. This dealt with the chemical and bio-
logical warfare factory in the Khartoum-
Bahri suburb of Kubar. It was agreed that
this would be done in conjunction with the
Iragi and Iranian governments.

8. Members would direct a call to Arab
Afghans and intensify contacts “so that they
would join their brothers in Khartoum™ (to
fight the Christian infidels in the south).

Bankrolling Bombers

It is noteworthy that much of what has
happened in the Sudan more recently has
coincided with the reactivation of foreign
military bases in the country. More
Iranian military personnel have arrived,
together with several arms shipments
from China that were off-loaded at Port
Sudan. Manifests of these cargoes indi-
cate a new level of sophistication in the
war in the south including a greater
emphasis on air power. The Sudan has
taken delivery of a variety of Russian-
built helicopter gunships, as well as late-
generation MiG fighters.

Nobody has indicated who would pay
for all this since the Sudan is hopelessly
bankrupt. Also, three-quarters of its popu-
lation is illiterate. More important, still,
there is very little popular support for the
war in the south that has gone on intermit-
tently for 40 years. In call-up letters sent to
almost a quarter of a million young
Sudanese last year to report for military
training, only a few hundred did so. And
though Khartoum is secretive about the
number of casualties it is taking in this
dreadful internecine conflict, these are
believed to be higher than ever.

Onc diplomatic observer in Khartoum
ventured that if the casualties were ever
made public. the government would be
thrown out the next day. This was possibly
one of the reasons why President al-Bashir
recently made an offer to allow the
Christian south a limited form of autonomy.
The offer was rejected by the SPLA. proba-
bly because the war has been going quite
well for them of late.

Al Venter is SOF's Contributing Editor

Jor Africa, and has just returned from East

Africa. R
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Most elec- __:.z
tnc lock pick ads —————
are grossly exagger-

ated - and most electric

lock picks are grossly overpriced.

Enter the E100HO by SouthOrd. Ma-
chined aluminum construction and a 4.5 volt
motor combine with precision, durability and fac-
tory support to bring you the greatest value in the industry. In-
cludes four picking needles, three tension tools, and adjustment
wrenches. E100HO (assemblad) - $179.95

E100HO Kit - $99.95
AUTO
WEDGIE -

For police officers, repo
people, wrecker drivers, auto repair
shops, car dealers, and anyone who
needs to open a vehicle, this tool that we fondly
call “The Auto Wedgie”, is about all you'll ever need.

Forget about spending hundreds of dollars on specialty tools,
bent wire devices, jigglers, tryout keys and so on. This “wonder
tool”, by SouthOrd, opens.just about every car, van, and small
truck on the road—even the new models that are immune to a
slim jim. We know it all sounds just too good to be true—but buy
one, and you will be a believer! The set comes complete with a
Slide Rod, and a Nylon Wedge for compromising convertibles.
SJW-3$79.95

SAP
GLOVES

I love these gloves—used
them for years! They're great protec-
tion when climbing fences during a foot
pursuit, just riding your 'cycle, or protect-
ing your knuckles when some cowboy decides to run his face
into them! Each glove has 8 oz of powdered lead embedded in
the knuckie area. Discreet protection. State size when ordering
D-100 (deerskin) $69.95 pr. D-50 (cowhide) $39.95 pr.

BRASS
KNUCKS

A blast from the past! These “1928" knuckle dusters take us
back to the days of prohibition, black sedans, and “Tommy" guns.
They look great just laying on your desk, holding down those
important papers. And believe it or not, they are so slick that
many of our customers have used them to make foot pegs for
their Harleys!

KNB (brass) $13.50 each; $24.40 per pair

KNA (aluminum) $8.00 each; $14.50 per pair

SOUTHORD x
RECON FIGHTER ).

Ok guys, if you like a fighting knife that's built like a Hummer,
we've gotone for ya! This beauty is heavy—and heavy duty. All
stainless steel construction with checkered rubber handles. The
feel reminds me of my old S&W 66 with the Pachmyers—it's
rugged, reliable, and it won't let me down! Believe it—once you
buy one of these “picks”, you'll never let it go! Comes complete
with a Web sheath. Overall length, eight and one quarter inches.

s SOUTHERN
ORDNANCE

‘@b
THE SOUTHERN ORDNANCE CATALOG - loaded with hard to finditems

& N A N"‘t
- Locksmith Tools, Pellet Riffies, Crossbows, Switchblades, Transmitlers,
Bug Detectors, Books, and Videos, Boxing Equipment, Pofice Supplies and
Much, Much, Much More! Only $5.00 or FREE with any order.
CHECK, MONEY ORDER, VISA, MASTERCARD, AMERICAN EXPRESS, OPTIMA
WARNING Check State and Local Laws Must be 18 years or older lo order

www.southord.com

e-mail: sales@southord.com

P.0. Box 279 + Babson Park, FL33827

k carL: (941) 638-2499 . rax: (941) 638-2486 j
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Continued from page 22

Continued from page 55

Ameli, a 5.56x45mm machine gun that
looks like a scaled-down MG42, has turned
out to be an insubstantial piece of junk and
the Spanish army has recently abandoned it.

Bruce’s second volume, Machine Guns
Of World War [, covers the single most
important period of machine-gun develop-
ment. The author examines seven weapon
systems in great detail: the German Maxim
MGO8. Vickers Mk I and Hotchkiss Mle
1914, all of which did great execution on the
line; the MGOS8/15 and Lewis Mk I, the
incipient origins of the light machine gun
form; the world’s first successfully deployed
submachine gun, the MP18&/I; and the first
attempt at an assault rifle, the wretched
Chauchat Mle 1915. This volume closes with
a brief section on developments after the war.

Both the German MGO8 and the Vickers
were, of course, Maxim machine guns. The
Vickers was no more, or less, than a Maxim
in which the “knee break” of the lock con-
nector was inverted, permitting the height of
the receiver to be reduced by 2 inches. The
Maxim, as fielded by the Germans, weighed
49 pounds with water, its tripod another 77
pounds. The weights for the Vickers were 40
and 50 pounds, respectively. Both of these
weapons were called heavy machinc guns,
until the advent of the .50 caliber Browning
MG, after which they were referred to as
medium machine guns. The Maxim MGO08
and Vickers remain the two great classic
belt-fed machine guns of all time, and there
is precious little to criticize about either.

The German attempt at a light machine
gun, the Maxim MGO08/15, is another mat-
ter. While used with horrendous effect
against Allied offensive advances, the 08/15
was less than ideal as an assault machine
gun. With water in its jacket and a full load
of ammo in its belt carrier, the 08/15
weighed 43 pounds. This compared unfa-
vorably to its contemporary, the Lewis gun,
which tipped the scales at 32.75 pounds,
complete with bipod and loaded 47-round
magazine. Often called the “Belgian
Rattlesnake,” the Lewis was precursor to
the concept of fire and movement that pre-
vails on today’s battlefield.While the
French Hotchkiss, the world’s first effective
air-cooled machine gun, was reliable,
robust, accurate and well designed and exe-
cuted, we cannot say the same for the
Chauchat. Although the concept was cor-
rect, the weapon fell far short in the very
areas in which the Hotchkiss excelled.

By today’s standards the German
MP18/1 would be clumsy and far too hecavy
(11.6 pounds with loaded magazinc).
Introduced at the very end of World War [,
it was quite etfective in the hands of elite
German assault teams for clearing trench-
es. It was so highly regarded that after thc
war it led to the development of an entire
small arms class and ultimately to today’s
ubiquitous MP5, W
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was looking for. “He is being obliged to
accept second-tier professionals including
people from the Balkans who know very lit-
tle about combat in Africa or, for that matter,
anywhere else,” he confided. “Though some
are former EO personncl. others really don’t
belong in uniform.”

A contact in South Africa told
Intelligence Review that some of Savimbi’s
recruiters — people such as Johan
Niemoller and Tom Saunders, the latter a
driver with one of the SA Reconnaissance
Commandos — had been associated with
Savimbi for years. Morc recently, they had
been transiting mercenaries to UNITA
through Brazzaville and other points to the
east, including Kampala.

Niemoller, a wealthy farmer who made
his fortune supplying special forces equip-
ment to the SA army, has been linked to
arms thefts from a Parachute Battalion
headquarters. He is wanted for questioning
by the SA Police following the deaths of
two people in these weapons’ heists.
Niemoller is said to be linked to the murder
of anti-Apartheid activist Anton Lubowski,
in Windhoek, in the mid-'80s.

Paying The Tab

Who is paying for all this? There is some
evidence that UNITA’s mercenary salaries
are being funded from abroad. Payments are
apparently being made in U.S. dollars even
though Savimbi — in spite of his widespread
illicit diamond mining activities — is known
to be critically short of foreign currency.

Meanwhile, tension in Angola continues
to escalate. Both sides have made wild
claims about incidents which have resulted
either in exchanges of fire or their followers
being driven out of their positions. UNITA
commanders cite the forced evacuation of
more than 200 towns in the interior because
of MPLA military actions. A report in the
Johannesburg Srar on 25 July, said UNITA
had lost control of at least 31 wealthy dia-
mond mines last year. It was driven off
dozens of others at gunpoint. This is one of
the reasons, the paper states, why Savimbi
has mobilized.

Luanda’s FAA command, in contrast,
says that the 100 or so people killed late
July near the north-east mining town of
Masukku was one of a series of UNITA’s
“barbaric and brutal attacks.” There were
also 88 garampeiros (illegal diamond min-
ers) burnt alive at Bula, the government
claims. While Luanda claims the perpetra-
tors were UNITA bandidos, there is some
doubt about this.

A Savimbi spokesman said the 400-odd
soldiers responsible for this atrocity were
FAA troops on the rampage. “We do not go
around killing innocents,”™ he said.

Observers in Luanda maintain that mat-
ters deteriorated markedly after U.N. Special
Envoy Alioune Blondin Beye died in an air

crash while approaching Abidjan airport in
the Ivory Coast last July. Beye. himself an
African, had written several reports about
Angolan government police and army abus-
es. He was also the author of a document
which used strong language to attack the
Luanda government for “fomenting war.”
His outspoken views caused some govern-
ment officials to accuse him of being sym-
pathetic to Savimbi, though Beye, before his
death, protested that this was not so.

What is known, is that Luanda had been
deeply suspicious of Beye's “peacekeep-
ing” rolc in the country. He had publicly
voiced dissatisfaction about corruption in a
society where the leaders lived in grand
style while the rest of the country starved.
At the same time, it has always been an
open secret in Luanda that nothing that
Beye supplicd on behalf of the U.N. — in
foodstuffs, humanitarian aid or in the trans-
port needed to get it all there — came with-
out a price-tag attached. While he couldn’,
in the long term, actually cut off interna-
tional humanitarian aid, Beye had installed
a complex and time-wasting bureaucracy
that would not function without the right
“incentives.” It is interesting that, in spite of
a variety of U.N. checks and balances in
place. his influence appeared to have
extended deep into the private sector.

Several flight crews with the South
African aviation company responsible for
flying this man around Africa and to whom
the author had access after the Abidjan acci-
dent, were convinced that Beye's aircraft —
a King Air which had just returned from
major service — was sabotaged before take-
off from Lome. While this claim has not been
substantiated, the U.N. is concerned enough
to have ordered an official investigation into
circumstances surrounding the incident.

With Beye gone, and his successor Issa
Diallo only just arrived. Luanda has
launched a powerful propaganda war
against Savimbi. This is in contravention of
the 1994 peace agreement. Since UNITA
switched off its own radio station. Vorgan,
in compliance with the accords, Angolans
are now being bombarded with what
Western diplomats refer to as “fabricated
news reports of UNITA atrocities.” This has
led some western and NGO officials in
Luanda to suggest that panic is being stirred
up intentionally as a prelude to President
dos Santos launching a full-scale attack on
Savimbi’s rebel armies.

According to the London Economist (8
August), “the propaganda campaign has
become so virulent that the U.N. as well as
the Amcrican embassy have issued state-
ments denouncing the use of *false informa-
tion” and ‘provocative rhetoric.” UNITA
now threatens to reactivate its radio station
and start broadcasting again.”

Al J. Venter is SOF's Contrihuting
Editor for Africa.

Editor's Note: Look for the second part
of this article in an upcoming issue. W
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