











































































































































































































Held Hostage!

Continued from page 41

Our first stop was the ordnance depart-
ment to view a steel smorgasbord of inter-
national weapons. They issue an eclectic
mix including Israeli 5.56mm Galil assault
rifles; Singapore 5.56mm SR-88 assault
rifles (slated to replace the Galil as the
FOES basic weapon); Belgian P90 5.7mm
personal defense weapons; 7.62x51mm
scoped sniper rifles; South Korean USAS
12, automatic 12-gauge shotguns with 25-
round drum and 10-round banana mags for
point men; South African 40mm grenade
launchers (see separate story, this issue);
South African Armbrust 60mm AT rocket
launchers; Russian RPG-7s.

After the heavy stuff, Lobo displayed a
silenced Beretta. I told him it reminded me
of the silenced .22 Rugers we used in
Vietnam on barking village dogs. “We
called the weapon,” I said, “a hush puppy.”

Lobo laughed and said, “Let me show
you our hush puppy.” Out came a bolt-action
.50-caliber sniper rifle complete with HE-
tipped rounds accurate to some 1,500 meters.

Water Warriors

After ordnance, Lobo showed me their
commo, boats, and dive gear. The basic FOE
manpack radio is the British HF RACAL
with burst transmittal and throat mike.

FOES use French inflatables: Zodiac
F470a and 380s. They prefer the smaller,
four-man 380 because it is fully inflatable,
rather than having a rigid component, and
accepts air as well as C0,. The 380 is easier
to handle aboard submarines during wet-
deck launches. FOES also have a number of
four-man ocean kayaks.

FOE combat swimmers use a French
Spiro-Technique rebreather but are dissatis-
fied with its cheap construction. They prefer
the Draeger’s LAR-V that U.S. SEALSs use,
but the Spiro-Technique costs half as much.
They believe, however, that Peru manufac-
tures a limpet mine and timer superior to the
U.S. model. (It was designed by Fritz: The
mine impressed SEALSs a few years ago and
they wanted it, but were frustrated by our
“buy U.S.” policy.)

I was introduced to officers in charge of
FOE basic and jump schools, graduates of
BUDS class 143. We’d never met, but I
knew of their class: Some 116 trainees
including 16 officers started the course and
12 finished. This was an astronomical attri-
tion rate, even for BUDS, and all U.S. offi-
cer-trainees quit. Only Zorro and Aguila
could hack it.

When I mentioned this, they laughed and
Zorro said, “Yeah, that caused some prob-
lems for the instructors who use the senior
trainee for admin duties. The instructors were
pissed because we were the only officers left
and they couldn’t use — in their words — a
‘f**king foreigner’ as senior trainee.”

I cringed at the instructors’ Ugly
American comment but Zorro and Aguila
didn’t seem to take offense. In fact, they
delighted in calling each other a “f**king
foreigner.”

Lobo suggested I tour the training areas
with Aguila while Zorro rounded up some
operators to show off the gear a FOE pla-
toon uses to shoot, move, and communicate.

I noticed a 4x6-foot concrete pit barely
large enough to hold the three trainees who
clawed at its slick walls to escape. A foul odor
issued from the pit. Aguila passed it without
comment. I later learned this horror chamber
was called the “snake pit,” a purely Peruvian
innovation with no BUDS’ equivalent.

We came to a more benign and familiar
object: a ship’s bell gleaming in the sun
above a neat row of helmet liners — the
infamous quitter’s bell that trainees had to
ring when they’d had enough. Count the
helmet liners, just as at BUDS, to determine
the number of quitters in a class.

Aguila said he’d heard BUDS stopped
using the bell because some admiral said it
was too humiliating, violated the trainee’s
human rights. “Actually,” I replied, “it was
a general who removed the bell. SEALs
are opcon to a joint command headed by
the army.”

“Well,” Aguila said, “you tell BUDS that
trainees in Peru have no human rights.”

We paused briefly at the swimming pool
where trainees were fending off panic as they
suffered the rigors of ‘“drown-proofing.”
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; Poor Man’s Artillery

! Continued from page 51

warhead is probably preformed fragments
and therefore is about as effective as mod-
ern 60mm mortar rounds. A larger
Bulgarian antipersonnel round is the
approximately 85mm OG-7V. This round
also incorporates what appears to be pre-
formed fragments for increased antiperson-
nel effectiveness. The final Bulgarian AP
round is the OG-7VE. This round bears a
striking resemblance to the Russian TBG-7
thermobaric round and may thus be similar.
It is unlike any of the other newly-devel-
oped Bulgarian AP rounds, which leads to
the conclusion that it may be thermobaric.
As with tandem warheads, we have previ-
ously discussed thermobaric munitions.

A Weapon For The 21st Century

As to the future, the RPG can easily be
converted into a bargain-basement antitank
guided missile. The Israelis have already
developed a laser guidance system that can
be adapted to virtually any light antitank
weapon. In the case of the RPG, the stan-
dard VP-22 point-initiating, base detonating
(PIBD) fuze is replaced with a “smart” fuze
which incorporates a thermal battery, a laser
detector, a piezoelectric generator and guid-
ance canards. A new laser-designator sight
is fitted to the RPG-7 launcher which con-
trols the flight of the PG-7 “missile.” All
that is required of the gunner is to hold the
faser designator on target and the PG-7
“missile” will tly to the point of aim. At 500
meters, the probability of hitting a tank is
raised from virtually nil to 80%. At closer
ranges, the probability of hit rises. Of
course, the probability of kill directly
relates to the type of PG-7 warhead being
used, but this Israeli development demon-
strates once again the innate versatility of
the RPG-7 system.

The versatility of the RPG-7, of course.
lies in the ability of the weapon to be adapt-
ed to virtually any new warhead technology,
as demonstrated by the PG-7VR and TBG-
7 rounds and the “quick and dirty” ATGM
conversion developed by the Israelis. Thus
the RPG-7 maintains its viability and eftec-
tiveness while other infantry antitank rock-
ets and “bunker buster” weapons are out-
paced by technology. Another advantage of
the RPG-7 is the fact that every RPG-7
launcher is capable of firing every PG-7
rocket. The simplicity of the RPG-7 concept
is not only what has kept it viable for over
30 years, but this simplicity of concept is
what will keep it soldiering on into the
future, well into the 21st Century.

Former head of technical intelligence
forthe Marine Corps, Charles Q. Cutshaw
is now Associate Editor of Jane’s Infantry
Weapons, Editor of Jane’s Ammunition
Handbook, and Contributing Editor for
Small Arms at Jane’s International
i Defense Review. %
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