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the renewed bombing campaign.

Although London might be criticized for
rigidity on the decommissioning issue, it
had successfully called PIRA’s hand. There
was no way PIRA could allow an Ulster
vote of any sort, because on the Ulster elec-
toral map — even on its own Republican
turf — PIRA was not the key player. Only
when exercising politics from the barrel of a
gun did it command an audience. And only
if a means were devised for an all-Ireland
poll could it hope that Republicanism could
achieve a majority (though, it should be
noted, in Ireland’s elections Sein Fein itself
regularly tallied less than 2%). London’s
refusal to force such a vote upon the target
population, the people of Northern Ireland,
was checkmate.

Still, the very dynamic of peace had for
the moment changed the playing field.
PIRA never did shrink from violence in its
own neighborhoods, simply turning from
guns to beatings and such. Beatings,
though, were not bullets and bombs. The
overwhelming sentiment for normalcy,
especially among its own constituency, pre-
sented PIRA with a dilemma and prevented
it from resuming its murderous campaign
on Ulster soil. To do so would have risked a
strong backlash.

Similarly, the Protestant paramilitaries
refused to abandon their own cease-fire and
thereby provide an excuse for a new PIRA
campaign. The majority community
remained in control, because PIRA’s
resumption of violence alienated all but its
most die-hard supporters, such as the
Kennedy wing. Even Ireland, headed by
Reynolds’ replacement, John Bruton, came
out in support of the Ulster vote scheduled
for 30 May.

Sensing disaster should Sein Fein not
appear at the gate, Adams thus led his party
into a reversal of its earlier position of non-
participation in the election. It garnered
15.5%, to earn 17 seats in the “Ulster
Forum.” (In contrast, the Protestant UUP
and DUP took, respectively, 24.2% and
18.8%, for 30 and 24 seats; Catholic SDLP
polled 21.4% for 27 seats.) Unfortunately
for the party, the government had made
clear in advance that without a formal com-
mitment to a renewed cease fire, Sein Fein
would not be allowed in the democratic
process. Not only was Adams unable to
deliver these goods, but PIRA itself
responded with further attacks, including a
massive bomb in Manchester that injured
more than a hundred civilians.

Though they did not strike back,
Protestant forces were obviously outraged,
the more so when U.S. Special Envoy
George Mitchell was seated, against their
will, as chairman of the Ulster Forum. The
majority was bound to erupt: They were
outraged at the continued presence of the
political arm of PIRA, Sein Fein, even as
bombs were going off; they were fearful lest
London ultimately cave to pressure from
Washington, rooted not in Irish interests but
in the expediency of American politics —
and they realized Sein Fein/PIRA’s “poli-

tics” were but a cover to facilitate their
objectives by feigning compromise tactical-
ly and operationally. Thus, the July 1996
“marching season” brought hard-core
Protestant and Catholic elements toe-to-toe.
Police errors compounded the volatile situ-
ation, and massive rioting occurred. The
culmination was a return of bombing to
Ulster itself.

The Future

There the situation in Ulster remains,
with the only clear losers being the politi-
cians who so naively believed that terrorists
would bargain away their raison d’étre for
something as silly as peace.

Commentators and politicians in the
Irish Republic have argued that British
shortsightedness or duplicity is what trig-
gered this return to the bloody status quo —
a position that can only be maintained if one
believes, in concert with PIRA, that the real
issue is the need for a solution to the “Irish
problem.” To the contrary, the crux seems to
be that PIRA and its minority of supporters
are unwilling to accept what the democratic
majority of a small piece of real estate, his-
torically determined and defined, has decid-
ed that it wants.

Since reform within democratic process
will not change this scenario for the fore-
seeable future, PIRAs’s only weapon
remaining is terrorism. That such terrorism
is wrong, even considering governmental
missteps in London and Belfast, should be a
given: Democracies have license to bungle.
In contrast, however, small, self-serving
groups within those democracies do not
have the right to unilaterally substitute vio-
lence for the possibility of political reform.

Dr. Tom Marks is an SOF senior foreign
correspondent. R
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correspondent Steve LeVine nervously
remarked, looking out the window for any
signs of incoming ordnance. (Last year a
missile killed Dudayev near Grozny,
Chechnya, after the Russians pinpointed his
satcom transmitter during a lengthy diplo-
matic call to Moscow.) The similarities
between the two military leaders struck all
of the foreign newsmen in the room. We
offered excuses: time to go find dinner or
take care of personal business. Cameras and
notepads in hands, we hastily departed.
Massood, unconcerned, spoke with Dostum,
his former north-country enemy turned anti-
Taliban ally (reportedly due to diplomatic
pressure from Moscow and Tehran).

Just because you’re a paranoid foreigner
doesn’t necessarily mean someone isn’f try-
ing to blow up the muj leader seated beside
you. But not this time, as it turned out.

" The next morning we again headed
south for the front lines. A Taliban MiG-19
fighter circled above, drawing anti-aircraft
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