





10,000 FIREARMS BARGAINS

Are you a gun trader? Gun collector?
Or are you just plain interested in guns?
If you are, you'll profit from reading the
bargain-filled columns of SHOTGUN
NEWS, published 3 times each month. It's

the leading publication for the sale, pur-

chase and trade of firearms and acces-
sories of all types. Established in 1946,
THE SHOTGUN NEWS has aided thou-
sands of gun enthusiasts locate firearms,
both modern and antique - rifles, shot-
guns, pistols, revolvers, scopes, mounts. . .
all at money-saving prices. The money you
save on the purchase of any one of the

more than 10,000 listings 3 times a month
more than pays your subscription cost.

You can’t afford to be without this unique FOR ANYTHING THAT SHOOTS

publication. As it says on the cover, it’s
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Randall Made Knives is the authorized history of Bo Randall and his blades, told in his own words and those of the people who knew him
best — his family, his co-workers, his friends and his customers. Compiled through meticulous research that included comrespondence,
original sketches, catalogs, purchase orders, personal interviews and rare photographs (including one never-before-seen
very first knife), this books spans the years from 1936 when Bo took up knifemaking as a hobby, through World War Il when U.S. Gis
discovered his fighting knives, to the present where his son, Gary, carries on the tradition. Find out the stories behind each of Bo's knives,
including his all-time best-sellers, the Fighter and the Stiletto; the knife that orbited the Earth and landed in the Smithsonian, the Astro; his
bowies; and the one in the Metropolitan Museum of Modem Art, the Pro-Thrower. Destined to become the historical reference on Bo
Randall and Randall Made Knives for collectors, knifemakers and historians. 8 1/2 x 11, hardcover, photos, ilius., 304 pp.

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES

CreoiT SECRETS: How
10 ERAsE BAD CREDIT..$12.00
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RANDALL MADE KNIVES

The History of the Man and the Blades
by Robert L. Gaddis

BLACK MEDICINE: THE VIDEO
Vital Targets, Maximum Punishment

A graphic demonstration of how to exploft
the vuinerable vital points of the human

y. The | - b s In
some of the most violent bars and
roadhouses in the country — focus on
strikes that they know from experience will
put a man down. Some of the techniquee
in this video are only appropriate for life-or-
death sttuations. Therefore, this film /s for
Information purposes only. Color, approx.
50 min., VHS only. $20.98

HANDGUN MUZZLE
FLASH TESTS
How Police Cartridges Compare
by Robert Olsen
Foreword by Evan P. Marshall
The real kilier for most cops may not be
Teflon-tipped bullom but rather muzzle flash
- from the cops' own handgunal Thlu
f g study itlumi the p .
evaluates camidgea and taiis how to get rid
of flash. The info In this book could save
your lite! 8 1/2 x 11, photos, softcover,
illus., 144 pp. $20.00

KGB ALPHA TEAM
TRAINING MANUAL
How the Soviets Tnintd for Personal

How to Get
A NY"[‘!*I ING

AT'E_P&(A Combat, A i and Sub i
TRAINING Preface by Jim Shortt
MANUAL A rare glimpse into how Soviet Spetsnaz
and KGB units protectsed and defended their
country from perceived enemies — Inside
and outside its borders. | special
':En_—ﬂ:é:'f aet!::lons for Acllprl:ladTeamls on;:s,;ulr;at:t;g,
berson sabotage an nappling. X :
R softcover, photos, illus., 320 pp.  $20.00
GETEVEN
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks
by George Hayduke

A hilarious overview of the methods people
use to get even with big business, govern-
ment and enemies. These dirty tricks range
from the simple to the elaborate, including
more sophisticated schemes devised by CIA
and Mafia members and political dirty
tricksters. For entertainment only. 5 1/2 x 8
1/2, hardcover, 208 pp. $10.98

STREET LETHAL: UNARMED

AususH! Navy SEALs I

URBAN COMBAT........cus $15.95

U.S. NAVY SEAL
COMBAT MANUAL

&

DRuG TESTS .....covnienn e $10.00
Screw Unto OTHERS .....$19.95
How t0 FIND ANYONE

ANYWHERE......cvs0eeussene .$19.95
BOUNCER'S GUIDE TO
BARROM BRAWLING ...... $17.95

Fists, Wirs, anp A
WICKED RIGHT .0oiernrnnsn. $14.00
U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES
MepicaL HanDBOOK .....$19.95
RienTEOUS REVENGE.......
BOUNTY HUNTER....0osvreun

DeaoLy ACTiON (vIDEO) $29.95
Privacy: How to GET IT.

How 10 ENJOY IT. ........$18.95
U.S. Army SpeciaL FORCES

A-TeAM VIETNAM

COMBAT MANUAL.......... $19.95
SEAL SNIPER TRAINING

PROGRAM ..covvveerserennen $30.00
BARROOM BrawLiNg

({1011 T $29.95
HANDBOOK FOR VOLUNTEERS

oF THE IRA...
MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE — DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED
Paladin Press « P.O. Box 1307 « Boulder, CO 80306 * (303)443-7250
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THE ULTIMATE SNIPER
An Advanced Training Manual for
Military and Police Snipers
by Maj. John L. Plaster, USAR (Ra.)
This highly readable and
tralning book covers the practical, Md -test-
od detalis of sniping's three great skiil arees
— marksmanshlp, fieldcraft and tactics.
Rifies, scopes, ballistics, target detection,
stalking, hides, camo, countersniping, spe-
clal ops, police vs, milltary and much more.
8 1/2 x 11, softcover, photos, illus. 484 pp.
$29.95

U.S. MARINE CORPS SCOUT-SNIPER
World War I and Korea
by Peter R, Seaich
The culmination of 20 years' research, this is
undoubtedly the most thorough and accurate
account ever published of the tralning,
equipment and combat experience of the

scout-sniper during this important chapter In_

the history of Marine Corpe sniping. includes
rare combat and training photos of scout-
snipers in action. § 1/2 x 8 1/2, hardcover,

photos, iiiua., 240 pp. $30.95
HOW TO GET ANYTHING
ON ANYBODY
by Lee Lapin

Get the goods on othera with this
encyclopedia of advanced Investl-gative
and surveillance techniques. Here are
expert ways to secretty bug any target! Info
on lock-pick techno-logy, how polygraphs
and voice lie detectors can be tricked and
much more, Including more than 100
sources for spy equipment. 8 1/2 x 11,
softcover, ilua., 272 pp. $30.00

U.S. NAVY SEAL
COMBAT MANUAL

Ono of the rarest FMs ln the field of military

ting, with ep hasis on
underwater demolition technlquoa and
explosives. Equipment and tactics
employed by this elite fighting force are
covered, as are SEAL weapons, com-
munications, diving, infiltration and
exfitration, survival and more. 8 1/2 x 11,
soft-cover, photos, lllus., 240 pp. $17.88
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BOULDER, CO 80306
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HOW TO BECOME
A MASTER HANDGUNNER
The Mechanics of X-Count Shooting
by Charles Stephens
This valuable tutorial offers a basic formule
for mm-rlng ths sport of piltol lhooﬁng
and Master H

Chariie Stophonl presents the 6 km to
success: grip, alming as you pull the trigger,
focus, controlled movement, stance snd
total follow-through. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, eoftcover
photos, 84 pp. $10.00

SECRETS OF GUNFIGHTING
ISRAELI STYLE
with Eugene Sockut
Learn practical combat shooting from the
man who taught israeli paratroopers and
commandos. Combat-tested tips on gun
rlgn. primnry and bcckup weapon cholcs,
target combat
stances under unu unsighted polm firing,
dealing with sudden close-range attacks,
handling multiple attackers and more. Color,
approx. 60 min., VHS only. $20.98

BOOK II - HOW TO GET
ANYTHING ON ANYBODY
The Encyclopedis of
Personal Surveillance
by Lee Lapin
This long-awaited follow-up to the best-
seliing first volume is a gold mine of the
latest techniques and tricks of intelligence
collection. Learn how to bypess computer
pauwordu. look or listen through solid
is, gather personal data on anyone and
rnuchmonlamxﬂ softicover, phomo.
lliva., 232 pp.

HANDGUN STOPPING POWER
The Definitive Study

by Even Marshall and Ed Sanow
Dramatic first-hand accounts of the results
of handgun rounds fired Into criminals by
cops, storeowners, cabbles and others are
the heart and soul of this iong-awaited
book. This is the definitive methodology
for predicting the stopping power of
handgun loads, the first to take into
account what realfy happens when a bullet
meets & man. 8 1/2 x 11, hardcover,
photos, 240 pp. $30.95
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barbarians to re-education camps.
In a 1984 tribute to CPUSA
theoretical wallah Herb Aptheker, Dr.
Cole stated that “of all human
barbarities, the least bearabie is the
absurd [and] Reaganism is absurd.”
Fellow members of the loyal
opposition, if this person is in charge
of Clinton's transition team “education
cluster,” you'd better start packing
your bags for the re-education camps.

TOP CUBANS INVESTIGATED ...

Federal officials in Miami have
confirmed that top Cuban officials
including Fidel Castro's brother Raul
(who as minister of the Revolutionary
armed forces controls Cuba's airports
and ocean travel) are targets of
renewed U.S. drug-trafficking
investigations. Tom Cash, chief of the
Miami office of the Drug Enforcement
Administration, stated, “There have
been a series of ongoing investigations
... the record is replete with names
ranging from military officers to high
governmental officials in Cuba.” He
noted that Raul Castro has been
mentioned repeatedly.

IRAN’'S SUDANESE SURROGATE...

As many as 12,000 Iranians, most
of them Revolutionary Guards, are in
Sudan. Egypt in particular is worried
at the prospect of Sudan allowing Iran

to establish a military stronghold, and
to allow its territory to be used
for training terrorists. Sudan is
strategically located — it borders on
eight North African nations — as a
springboard for lran to extend
its influence into Africa.

Iranian arms shipments began in
August 1991, when 1,000 tons of
small arms and ammunition from iran
were delivered to Sudan in addition
to Chinese-made arms, F-6 aircraft
and ammunition.

Under military agreements
between lran and Sudan, Iran will
pay for Sudan’s purchase of Chinese
and North Korean weapons, and Iran
will supply oil and interest-free loans
to Sudan. In exchange, Iran gets
rights to Port Sudan for military and
civilian purposes for 25 years, with
an option to renew for an additional
15 years.

The Sudanese Bashir government
has also been obtaining weapons
from Libya — recently trading
Khadaffi 50,000 tons of sorghum
valued at $4 million ... while at the
same time requesting 133,000 tons
of grain from international aid
organizations.

Sudan is reportedly establishing
training camps for radical Palestinians
and other militants forced to leave
Libya or Syrian-controlled Lebanon.

Both Western and Middle Eastern
diplomats in Sudan are convinced that
Abu Nidal, one of the most notorious
international terrorists, is operating
in Sudan. Said one Western diplomat,
“Sudan has become the safe haven
of choice for terrorists.”

PC = PERSONAL COMPUTER.,
OR POLITICALLY CORRECT?
James Brantley, author of
“Dereliction Of Duty” in the January
'93 SOF, and author of “Gays In The
Military” on page 56 of this issue,
reports that Navy Commander Frank
Dooling, the operator of GENIE’s
Military Roundtable, banned Brantley
from the Roundtable shortly after
release of the January '93 SOF.
Dooling was mentioned in Brantley’'s
article for having deleted the topic on
women in combat, and forbidding
further discussion of that topic.
Aithough Commander Dooling said
he banned Brantley for a “blatant
violation of policy and the intimidating
nature of a statement to a Military
Roundtable staff member,” we
learned that Brantley's “blatant
violation of policy” had been asking
someone “if the military considered
Clinton a yellow-bellied draft dodger.”
The question was censored and
Brantley was told “it had been
removed ‘due to the inflammatory

It’s called the USP

Universal Self-loading Pistol).

It’s coming in 1993.

It’s worth the wait.

In a world of compromise, some don’t.
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DERELICTION OF LOGIC?

James Brantley's feature “Dereliction
Of Duty” [SOF, Jan. ‘93] makes a lot of
good points and | have a tough time
arguing against his concerns about
females serving in infantry units,
because the physical requirements are
simply too much. But his reasoning is
flawed or incomplete.

| am writing my seventh military
aviation novel, which among other
things deals with women in combat,
specifically women combat aircrew
members. | have spent a lot of time
discussing the topic with a great many
people, and along with my own
observations as an Air Force veteran, |
have concluded that, with a few
exceptions, women who choose not to
be child-bearers can play a useful and
significant role in the U.S. military. They
can't do every job, but they can be
great soldiers if they are allowed to be.
Sure, you can find whiners, weaklings,
cowards, buttheads, idiots and
malingerers in every combat unit in the
world — these are not traits that belong
only to women, as Brantley seems
to suggest.

Brantley, as do a lot of other authors
on this topic, likes to point out the high
rates of homosexuality in female military
units. | don't advocate having blatant
homosexuals, male or female, in the
military or anywhere else — but neither
do | advocate having psychopathic,
paranoid, sadistic, brutal, ignorant,
racist, bigoted, perverted or maniacal

persons in the military. But if every
person who fell in one of these
categories left the military, how many
soldiers would we have left?

Brantley laments the fact that
women don't have as stringent physical
fitness requirements as men. Physical
fitness standards were designed by
men for men, and should not apply to
women. Just because a woman can't
carry a case of artillery shells or can't
carry a fire hose shouldn't mean that
women shouldn’t be allowed to serve
in the Army or Navy. If she can’t carry
the damn hose up the damn ladder,
get someone who can and put her to
work at the helm or on the radio.

Sure, if I'm trapped in a burning
cockpit, | want the biggest, brawniest
guy out there to pull my ass out — |
don't want a 100-pound woman who
got the job by a quota system to do it.
But I've done hundreds of aerial
refuefings behind female crews,
received hundreds of radar vectors by
female controllers, been jacked-up by
dozens of female sky cops and
accepted hundreds of planes from
female crew chiefs, so nobody can
tell me women soldiers can't cut
the mustard.

Dale Brown

Folsom, California

Jim Brantley replies: / never
suggested that women were buttheads,
idiots or malingerers. Nor did | suggest
women were weaklings — | presented
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test data to prove it. | mentioned
cowardice in female soldiers because
the numbers were significant when
compared to the number of women
that came under fire. Recruitment
screening and observant NCOs
eliminate the people with mental and
attitude problems Mr. Brown seems to
think the military has in large numbers.

Don’t .dismiss physical fitness
requirements so lightly. Males are
discharged from active duty for failure
to maintain these requirements, even
though they do fine on the female
scale. Yes, you can find jobs military
women can do. Someone in a
wheelchair can sit at a radar scope.
However, military jobs are called
“specialties” because they are only one
dimension of a soldier’s duty. Soldiers
must break down equipment, load it
for shipment and reassemble it upon
arrival. Tents must be assembled,
latrines dug, and defensive positions
prepared. Support troops act as an
emergency pool to replace infantry
losses. A military unit's effectiveness
at all these tasks decreases as the
number of females increases.

A captain doesn't have the luxury of
sorting out the capable and incapable
for damage control tasks when an
Exocet missile slams into his ship wiping
out one-third of his crew. Any sailor
has to be capable of doing any damage
control task, or the survivability of the
ship is reduced. Injured sailors who
have to rely on female shipmates to
carry them to safety are going
to die.

BRANTLEY ON THE MONEY

James Brantley's article “Dereliction
Of Duty” hit the nail on the head. The
critical need for muscular strength in
operational units, constantly belittled
by civil rights Nazis (most liberals)
caused at least one medical unit to
become non-operational in Europe.
According to U.S. News & World
Report’s Oct. 1982 issue, one mobile
field hospital was unable to set up due
to the large number of women in the
unit. The present policy of ignoring the
physical limitation of women
undermines morale and the integrity of
the armed services. It is past time for
the military to set a single physical
standard for men and women.

Graham A. Bell

Manassas, Virginia
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How would you feel if after four years
of fighting World War I, you came
home to find your wife was a chain-
smoking alcoholic and had nightmares
every night for years about the three
guys she killed at Anzio. And every
other young woman was the same way.
That would really help society recover
from a war. Let’s face it once and for
all, on a philosophical level, no matter
how qualified a woman is to fight in a
war, do we as a society want to let
them, and do they really want to?

I know I'm gonna get blasted for
this, but I'm gonna say it anyway, |
think women should be the mothers,
healers and peacemakers. The world
is bad enough already with half the
human population wanting to kill each
other, let's not get the other half in
uniform and psyched up to kill also; if
that happens, we're really going to be
in trouble.

Bill Johnson, USMC (Ret.)

Mountain View, California

I would like to thank you for
publishing the truth about women in
the military, something politicians and
the “mainstream” press never do.
Thanks.

| am so impressed by Brantley's
article, I'd like to send a copy to every
member of Congress and the producer
of each so-called news program on
TV. To do this, I'l need about 600
copies of the article. If you make
reprints available, please send a price
list. If you don't, I'd:like to request
copyright permission to print 600 copies
for free distribution to news
organizations and elected officials.

Steven Putt

Normal, llinois

SOF does not have reprints available
of individual articles, only the entire
issues the article appeared in. However,
SOF readers should feel free to

reproduce and distribute copies of our
articles, provided that the article is
reproduced in its entirety, SOF is
credited, and the distribution is for non-
profit informational use only.

BAG THE USSR

Just a quick note. Isn't it about time
the USSR disappeared from the World
SitRep map? ‘

Eugene Brenycz

Irvington, New Jersey

Since on a monthly basis you can’t
tell the countries without a scorecard
in the “former Soviet Union,” we've
decided not to include the borders of
the “independent republics” just yet.

SOF’s VOICE SILENCED?

| was disappointed to read about
your legal predicament. In a
deteriorating America where the
government, time and time again,
kisses the ass of the media, it was
almost unbelievable. But | attribute the
difference in treatment to the fact that
your magazine speaks out.

SOF has a reputation for reporting
about things and situations that many
in the government would rather be
forgotten. And what better way to
force your silence than to force
your bankruptcy.

In my opinion, your magazine could
not have known about the possibility of
these incidents. Your magazine did not
cause the crime, nor should you be
held responsible for the crime. In fact,
you should be commended for your
efforts to help the men and women
who helped America in her defense.

| sincerely hope that your magazine
will be able to continue reporting the
truth about the American government
and the world.

David Edwards

West Union, South Carolina
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See this month’s “Command
Guidance” for an update on our
legal situation.

NO SPECIAL RIGHTS FOR COPS

I completely disagree with Officer
Huckabay's argument [SOF, Feb. '93
“FLAK"] that police officers should have
special, out-of-jurisdiction, concealed-
carry rights. This bonehead idea has
only come up lately, as so many
jurisdictions have gone berserk over
firearms-carry in general. In days past,
visiting or traveling police officers were
given sort of a “free ride” out of
professional courtesy; now they often
run afoul of idiotic local bans.

The argument that they might run
into past arrestees is pure eyewash —
of the few dozen cops killed each year
by acts of violence, virtually none are
killed in revenge incidents.

My family on vacation deserves the
same protection as a traveling cop’s
does — no more, no less.

By the way, am | the only ex-soldier
who's aggravated by the increasing
tendency of police departments to

. cover non-veteran officer's coffins with
~ the U.S. flag? | don't expect to be

buried wearing a badge | didn’t eam,
and non-veteran cops shouldn’t be
buried under a flag they didn't serve.
No offense, guys, but your state or
municipal flag is more appropriate.
MSgt. Gid L. White, USA (Ret)
Fredericksburg, Virginia

JUMPING MOTHER RUSSIA

| enjoyed reading Robert
MacKenzie’s article about the Russian
(former Soviet) jump school [‘SOF
Jumps Mother Russia,” Nov. '92].
Laying claim to being the first active-
duty U.S. Army paratrooper to jump
into Russian territory, and that only
because | had the door position, | would
like to add some comments.

| find the Russian D-6 canopy
superior to the American T-10 series,
not only because it can be turned
without any forward drift, but also
because its opening mechanism gives
it HALO capabilities without the need
for special HALO training. A major
drawback of the D-6 is its harness.
Similar to the T-10, it is a three-point
harness, however, instead of quick
releases it features regular snap hooks,
which makes taking if off at wind speeds
over 5 knots quite exciting.

MacKenzie got the name of the
organization which sponsored the jump
wrong. It's Intermational Airborne Travel
(IAT). Anyone interested in their future
operations around the world may
contact them at P.O. Box 71404, Fort
Bragg, NC 28307.

Airborne Ali The Way!

Bernie Hasenbein

Fort Bragg, North Carolina
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120,000 volt
STU N G U NS MAXI-BLASTER
Stun Gun

This gun utilizes two 9-volt batteries
and has dual coils to produce a full \

This model is used by over 600 120,000 volt kick! Its extremely loud electrical discharge is quite enough to discourage any
law enforcementagencies. The | attacker. Includes on/off safety switch, a battery indicator light and a built-in belt clip.

best quality and probably the OM10. .. Maxi-Blaster . .. $99.95
a?:;?‘g.st hitting” stun gun Lightning-XL
STROBE LIGHT

Stun Gun

This 60,000 volt stunner is combined with a high-intensity strobe
light. When the switch is pressed, a charge will fire across the test
probes and a bright light will flash. The strobe light is designed to disorient
SRSk and disturb the attackers vision.

- EVQ2... Lightning Stun Gun. .. $49.95

5% STRENGTH

®
1,500,000 Heat Units BODYG UARD

. MADE IN US.A. PEPPER DEFENSE SPRAY
<y \...—_‘

The Instantly Effective Non-Lethal
Self Defense Weapon

BodyGuard® is a unique new product using oleoresin capsicum (red pepper) as
its active agent. BodyGuard® is a formula designed to replace all other defensive
tear gas aerosols and comes in sizes to fit most applications. BodyGuard® acts
as an inflammatory agent which swells the mucous membranes (eyes, nose,
throat, and lungs). BodyGuard® has been field-use proven superior to "Mace®
and CS and CN tear gas in that it WILL control a drunk, psychotic, attack dog as
well as drug abusers. BodyGuard®is the perfect self defense spray for everyonel

|

BSD2... 1/20z. w/ Holster . .. $14.95 | B G d ® 1
Range: 6-8 feet « 15 one second shots I ear u ar |
Height - 3 1/4" + Diameter - 7/8" I BearGuard® is an effective easy to I
BSD13...30z. w/ Holster...$22.95 | &, use repellent that can be carried by
Range: 15-20 feet * 5 - one second blasts I w2 hunters, hikers, fishgrman, backpack- I
Height - 5° « Diameter - 1 3/8" I @/ ers, forest rangers, wildlife conserva- I
BSD16 ... 90z. Fogger Unit ... $29.95 | tlonlstts orbanyone \./lvdho is Ilklelﬂ t:) en- l
Range: 20-25fest « 8 - one second blasts I countera bear f)rWI. amn_.'a' tilizing I
Height - 7° + Diameter - 2* the same active ingredient as our
™ i BodyGuard®, BearGuard® uses a |
PN E U - G U N ' | 10% strength that is only intended to |
n — | be used on animals! |
Air Powered Ballistic Baton I BG2... BearGuard 90z...$49.95 |
The'PNEU-GUN" (pronounced new-gun) Is a
fistful of securlty. Risonly 14incheslongwhen |_ R R ———————, _I
ossr?efrgbled c;nd ﬁre;ﬂouf °||ecif(3/ p?"%oﬂ'é%% ,—FO_R WC—V_I—SA_ _ME—X_ E 6. —_—— — _l
‘Shotbag" at a muzzle velocity o - A or C.0.D. LL
fp.s. One CO2 gas cartidge supplies sufficient | TOLL FR,EE' 1-’800 538’ 0787 C.A .
energy to knock down a 300 Ib. assallant 20 : "5~ orwriteto: |
1‘bee"'rlsf<lzwt§'y+ Tllwe 'PNEU-GIU{;J' orI{ poYered | Sonic Technology, Inc. |
allistic baton Is awesome! You have fo see ia | N ADD $5.00
It In action to believe Just how effective If | 180105 E. Via Linda, Ste 103-261 |
really s. Don't confuse *PNEU-GUN" with old cotisdale, AZ85258
style *stun guns', "Un-Guns® or 'Bean Bag [ Please Ship: T
Guns®’. There Is no comparison In power,
quality, range, effectiveness or sheer beauty ’ l Name: |
of design. Keep onein your car, next to your AGT ... "PNEU-GUN"
bed of hond_y for that unexpected emer- A'I'réun Kit ... $169.95 Address: |
encey. The "PNEU-GUN" alr powered ballls- (includes Airgun, 4 Shotbags, 6 CO2 | . I
¢ baton Is the perfect alternative to a carlidges, mga,check,m‘ﬁbck ond
handgun. Legal, effective, yet safe to use.  caps. loading cartidge, Instruction book) [__QitL ______ State: _Zip:_____|
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West buzzed the field to ensure no other
aircraft were in the pattern.

Many civilian C-130s landing in So-
malia were met by “technicals,” typically
a Toyota pickup bristling with heavy ma-
chine guns and a half-dozen young men
wearing reflector sunglasses and carrying
AKs and M16s. “Welcome to Somalia,”
they'd say as journalists got off the trans-
ports. “That’ll be twenty bucks.™ Aircrews
had to shell out $200 — the “landing fee”
according to the guys with guns.

UNICEF, the Red Cross, CARE. World
Vision and the Lutheran World Federa-
tion (which sponsored my flight) all paid
through the nose for “technical assistants™
to protect food convoys from airfields
like Mog-West to their compounds
in Mogadishu.

“Basically, we've been held hostage
by these thugs. If we wanted to move any
food or go anywhere, we had to pay them
off first,” said Paul Mitchell of the United
Nations” World Food Program. “Without
them, we couldn’t function.”

I was lucky. The local welcoming com-
mittee apparently looked at the fog and
thought no planes would be landing at
Mog-West. By the time they reacted, we
were on our way to town. Sorry guys. You
win some. and some are rained out.

There were no ground crews, no fork-
lifts — just a handful of Somali men to
unload the lifesaving food. In less than a
half-hour, the Southern crew was crank-
ing up and turning around for Nairobi,
where “hot showers and whiskey sours”
awaited them. There were none of these
where I was going.

I watched the Southern Air Transport
take off and disappear into a fog bank at
the north end of Mog-West as the Fox TV
crew and I threw our gear into the back of
a tandem trailer truck that would haul the
Uni-Mix to Save The Children, a relief
agency in Mogadishu. The 40-mile trip
would take almost as long as it took us to
fly to Somalia from neighboring Kenya.

Every Somali’s Got A Gun

Anything or anyone that moved in So-
malia, moved under armed guard. The con-
voy to Save The Children’s compound
was protected by three technical trucks —
all pickups loaded with young men armed
to the teeth.

I soon learned not to stare. As we left
the airstrip and drove through a tiny vil-
lage. I noticed several gun trucks parked
under acacia trees to conceal them from
the air, sporting recoilless rifles and anti-
aircraft cannons. While trying to deter-
mine if the weaponry was Soviet or
chicom, I locked my eyes on the targets
too long: An angry young man with an
AK made eye contact and drew his index
finger across his throat. Enough said, pal.

Later — I thought it was my imagina-
tion at first — a young Somali boy ap-
peared to be pointing a 12.7mm Soviet
heavy machine gun at me from a Toyota
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truckload of technicals bringing up the
rear of our armed convoy. Every time I
moved to a different side of the truck, the
muzzle of the gun seemed to follow.

I finally had had it, and stood up and
shook my fist at him, motioning him to
point the machine gun away from me.
That was like giving any L.A. gang mem-
ber the finger. The Toyota pulled along-
side the tractor trailer and I suddenly was
staring down the barrels of a half-dozen
AKs, plus two RPGs.

But T didn’t blink. Instead, I laughed
and took their picture. What a group shot!
The truck they were riding in looked like
something out of a Mel Gibson “Mad Max”
movie. Unfortunately, that shot was on
one of a couple dozen rolls of film that
were stolen along with my backpack.

We passed many technicals heading
out of Dodge before the Marines arrived,
taking their crew-served weapons with
them. Later, I would see these gun trucks
as far north as Baidoa and other towns in
the interior.

Our armed convoy finally pulled into
Mogadishu. What a hellhole! I have never
seen so many guns, even in a combat the-
ater. It seemed like every swinging dick in
town had an AK, FAL or M16 hanging

from his shoulder. There were thousands
of automatic weapons in the hands of
young men, some of them mere boys —
snotty-nosed little kids trying to act like
men — pathetic. By the careless way they
handled the weapons, it was obvious that
none of these guys had ever been trained.
1 saw dozens of rifle grenades bouncing
around loose in the back of pickup trucks.
It’s a miracle none of them exploded.

The Fox TV crew and I were dumped
off at the Save The Children compound.
“You’re on your own now,” the convoy
coordinator warned.

Welcome To The Hotel
Mogadishu

Reporters flooding in before the Ma-
rines landed paid exorbitant prices for cars,
guards and interpreters, and took every
room in what for at least two weeks was
Mogadishu’s only hotel. Satellite dishes
soon sprouted like mushrooms.

“It was crazy,” said Mohammed Jirdeh
Hussein, who opened the first hotel, a
shabby 58-room establishment that had
previously been closed more than a year.
He called it the “Sahafi Hotel” after the
Arabic word for journalist. Up until Presi-
dent Bush left, Hussein had reporters sleep-
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At least once a year, operatives

from CCC (Command and Control Cen-
tral), the supersecret special operations
unit under the aegis of MACV-SOG
(Military Assistance Command Viet-
nam — Studies and Observations
Group) based in Kontum, would run a
SLAM (Search-Locate-Annihilate-
Monitor) mission along one of the many
branches of the Ho Chi Minh Trail com-
plex in Laos and Cambodia in an at-
tempt to disrupt the enemy’s
supply lines.

The SLAM missions were unique. A
large “Hatchet Force™ of indigenous troops
and their Special Forces advisers would
helicopter into a Laotian or Cambodian
target area, secure it, set up perimeter
defenses fortified with dozens of clay-
mores, then dig foxholes, construct bun-
kers and attempt to shut down the
southbound North Vietnamese Army
(NVA) traffic, whether it be troops, mu-
nitions or matériel.

Generally, the Hatchet Force was
around 150 troops, about a company in strength and organized
into platoons tailored to specific missions. Force members usu-
ally included several M60 machine gunners, a 60mm mortar
team, LAWs and, on some missions, a 90mm recoilless rifle.

Additionally, several recon teams would be inserted for pe-
rimeter patrol. At least one CCC recon team was always on
standby at the Dak To launch site as a “Brightlight” team to go
into hot targets to extract any friendly casualties or to do BDAs
(Bomb Damage Assessments) following B-52 Arclight missions.

Usually, these Brightlight teams would be heavily armed, with
hundreds of extra rounds plus grenades and M79s. Team mem-
bers generally carried no food — only one canteen of water and
extra medical supplies.

In March 1969, CCC commander Lieutenant Colonel Fred Abt
and his S-3 section put the finishing touches on a spectacular
SLAM mission — code-named Operation Nightcap. On paper the

Hatchet Force
& Spike Teams

Cholke Ho Chi
Minh Trail

by Isaac Staats

mission sounded easy: block all traffic on a particular artery of
the Ho Chi Minh Trail for a week, along Highway 9.

As on many other SLAM missions, the Hatchet Force was
successfully inserted with three recon teams: one each to the
north, south and west of the Hatchet Force, while the Hatchet
Force troops quickly dug in. This was on 19 March 1969.

Charlie Reacis

Without coming under significant enemy fire, the troops were
inserted in the Tri-Border area north of Cambodia. Meanwhile
RT (Recon Team) South Carolina was placed on Brightlight
standby at Dak To.

Once the Hatchet Force was on the ground, it didn’t take long
for brother Charles to react. Before nightfall, the NVA would
have the troops surrounded: This particular section of the Ho Chi
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Minh Trail complex was apparently vital to the communists.

Within hours after insertion, the Hatchet Force’s perimeter
was being probed by NVA. Friendly intelligence sources moni-
tored NVA radio communications directing an NVA battalion
toward the target area to harass the special operations troops. The
longer the Hatchet Force was on the ground, the more intense the
NVA attacks became. Then, just before nightfall, tragedy struck.

Because of the quick and strong reaction of the NVA, the
Hatchet Force had called in numerous air strikes. On one of the
napalm runs, an F-4 Phantom made an east-west run instead of
going north-to-south. It was never clear who made the error,
whether it was the radioman or the pilot. But the napalm canister
hit a foxhole on the eastern perimeter. killing at least a half-dozen
Montagnards from the Hatchet Force.

The eastern perimeter was critical as it was about 200 meters
from the road the force was supposed to be interdicting. Within
minutes after the mistaken air strike, NVA mortars knocked out
the 90mm recoilless rifle team also on the eastern perimeter,
wounding the Special Forces crewman trained to operate the
weapon and his indigenous ammo bearer.

Before darkness settled in, the fighting escalated to its highest
intensity of the day as enemy mortars began to bracket the Hatchet
Force. The NVA mortarmen had become highly skilled by this
point in the war and took little time to zero in on a stationary
target. Taking advantage of waning twilight, NVA soldiers also
moved a couple 12.7mm heavy machine guns into position.

Volunteer Recoilless Gunner

Because the recoilless rifle team was knocked out, Lt. Col.
Abt — working from his HQ monitoring the extensive radio
traffic — asked if anyone who could operate a 90mm recoilless
rifle was willing to take a last-light flight into the team perimeter.
The One-Zero (team leader) on RT South Carolina, a young,
cocky second lieutenant from Trenton, New Jersey, code-named
Winston Duke, approached Abt at the Dak To launch site and
volunteered. A chopper making a final water and ammo resupply
dropped the young lieutenant inside the perimeter at last light on
day one.

Although he had been in-country only three months, the lieu-
tenant had run numerous missions with recon teams inside the
Laotian and Cambodian areas of operation, where MACV-SOG

teams had operated in complete secrecy since the early "60s.

Of course the NVA and the folks in those areas knew about the
MACV-SOG Spike Teams (recon teams usually composed of a
couple SF advisers and up to nine indigenous troops) and Hatchet
forces, but the American public was not told about them, nor of
the heroics of men running those missions and the pilots and
aircrews who daily put their lives on the line supporting them.

Back then, U.S. Green Berets and Air Force personnel who
supported those missions and “disappeared™ in the Prairie Fire
(Laos) and Daniel Boone (Cambodia) areas of operation were still
listed as Missing In Action in South Vietnam — a lie that didn't
bother the State Department pinstripes. Americans honored for
valor in those areas, like Fred Zabitoski who received the Medal
of Honor for his heroics in Laos, were given citations reflecting
that their actions occurred in South Vietnam.

On one of his earlier missions in Laos as a One-Zero, Duke
had sat along a trail and observed the NVA moving trucks with
their night lights, called black lights, dimly illuminating the path.
The lights were barely visible away from the route because the
NVA welded a metal flanges over each light, which directed its
beam toward the ground, eliminating most of the horizontal glare.
On that mission, Duke had been unable to get tactical air to nail
the convoy — but the experience would aid his performance in
Operation Nightcap.

Duke was inserted on a hilltop about 300 meters from the
roadway, and Abt calmly told him to pop anything that moved
down the Ho Chi Minh Trail complex.

Asia’s Largest Road Gang

What the American public, and especially the media, did not
realize was that by 1969 what had once been a small series of
little bike trails and footpaths was now an ever-growing complex
of roads and trails, with more than 40,000 troops and 20,000 to
60,000 laborers and road-building personnel assigned to maintain
and operate just the Laotian section. Some branches were so large

For several days in March 1969, a dug-in and besieged Hatchet
Force choked the Ho Chi Minh Trail, enabling the U.S. Air Force
to destroy more than 70 NVA trucks along with the supplies and
troops they carried.

Illustration: Ralph Butler
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that two M-60 tanks could have driven down them side by side
without detection by airborne observers.

And, down those trails Ho Chi Minh’s dedicated little charges
moved everything from troops to nuts and bolts. Additionally
there were numerous smaller trails, some of which grew over-
night. The speed with which the NVA and the support personnel
rebuilt bombed-out roads and con-
tinuously expanded the complex won
the grudging admiration of Air Force
personnel who flew over them, while
amazing the MACV-SOG troops who
photographed and monitored the trails
from the ground.

Instead of popping anything that
moved, Duke and the recon team he
attached himself to that first night
spent a lot of time ducking 60mm
mortar fire and 12.7mm heavy ma-
chine gun slugs — weapons which
the NVA took great pains in moving
every few hours to avoid concentrated
fire from the Hatchet Force perim-
eter. That night they were also probed
several times in coordinated attacks
by the NVA,

All too often during the night, the
NVA probers would get close enough
to throw dozens of Chicom grenades
into the perimeter, sometimes tying
several together and chucking the
bunch into the good guys’ position on one fling. “Whenever they
threw one in, we'd return the favor by chucking one or more M-
26s back at them,” Duke recalled years later.

Fortunately, although the Chicom grenades went off with a big
bang, they had a very poor fragmentation pattern. “I had several
go off three or four feet from me,” Duke said. “Usually, the noise
was the worst part of the explosion.” He noted how each night
during Operation Nightcap the U.S. troops threw 60 to 80 U.S.
grenades. Unfortunately, one of every four thrown failed to
detonate.

Angels With Bombs

Of far greater concern were the 60mm mortar barrages. Each
night “we took 100 or more hits inside our perimeter,” Duke said.

Early on day two, the NVA mortarmen again demonstrated
their skill when a 60mm mortar round scored a direct hit on the
bunker housing all the officers. Fortunately, no one was seriously
injured, but the command post was moved.

Even though it was only day two, “we knew we couldn’t get
off the hill,” Duke noted. “On the other hand, we were in a
fortified position. During the first day the indigs dug excellent
foxholes and put tops on some of them. Although we were well-
armed, we were expecting to get overrun at any time.”

“We Kicked Their
Ass And Took

Numbers
For A Few
Days.”

One major factor which prevented the Hatchet Force from
being overrun was the tactical air-support backing them up. By
day two the operatives had priority air coverage, identical to that
given MACV-SOG recon teams when they ran missions into
Laos. Once a team requested assets, any aircraft available, includ-
ing F-4 Phantoms heading toward North Vietnam, were diverted
to the recon team because they gen-
erally faced horrendous odds, such
as a four, six or eight-man recon
team vs. a company Or more
of NVA.

Among the air assets available
as backup were gunships, Cobras,
A-1E Skyraiders, fast movers like
the F-4s, and Spectre C-130 gun-
ships. At night, the Spectres (See
“Spectres Over Laos,” SOF May
’88.) could circle above a team and
provide ground support for
several hours.

When needed, the crew’s gun-
ners could lock their four 7.62mm
miniguns and two 20mm Vulcan
cannons onto a ground target, co-
ordinating the gunfire by linking
the plane’s computers with a strobe
light held by a team member on the
ground. A team member could di-
rect the gunfire from that ship to
within 5 feet of his position. In a
worst-case scenario, a team leader could call it on his own team’s
position.

Day two was not without its successes. Around noon one of
the recon teams on the operation slipped away from the perimeter
and caught an NVA officer and a handful of troops moving down
the trail. Within seconds the small NVA component was elimi-
nated in a short, furious burst of deadly fire. The recon team
recovered all the papers from the whacked NVA officer, includ-
ing his orders to attack the Hatchet Force.

By the end of day two, a pattern of enemy conduct was
evolving: After an intense peppering of mortar fire, they’d probe
the perimeter and lob in several dozen Chicom grenades. In
between these attacks, resupplies of water, ammo, hand grenades,
claymores and mortars were helicoptered inside the perimeter to
the besieged troops.

Grenades At Close Quarters

By nightfall of day two, at least three American NCOs and
several MACV-SOG troops were medevaced with wounds suf-
fered during the NVA mortar attacks.

On the third night, Duke found himself remembering World
War II movies he viewed as a child, where stealthy Japanese
jungle squads got so close to U.S. troops that they chucked
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Love Association.

The argument on the cost of ridding
the military of homosexuals was based on
a 1992 Government Accounting Office
(GAOQ) report stating that the military spent
$500 million from 1980 to 1990 to rid
itself of homosexuals. We could take the
cost argument seriously only if we ac-
cepted the idea that funds shouldn’t be
expended investigating fraudulent enlist-
ment and sodomy. It is interesting to note
that over the same period covered by the
GAO report the military spent almost three
times as much to treat AIDS-infected ho-
mosexual military personnel as it spent
trying to kick them out.

Citing a military medicine report, NBC
News stated that 42% of the military people
who are HIV-positive admit they were in-
fected through homosexual acts. Such an
admission to a doctor during an
epidemiologic assessment interview is con-
fidential and not forwarded to command-
ers for action under the Universal Code of
Military Justice (UCMIJ). HIV-infected
military personne! can be retained on ac-
tive duty until they reach 30% disability
and are then discharged for care by the
Department of Veterans Affairs. Depart-
ment of Defense (DoD) records show the
cost of caring for each HI'V-positive mili-
tary person was some $200,000.

5% Of Troops, 42% of AIDS

Over the past 10 years the military has
expended $3 billion on AIDS-infected per-
sonnel, $1.26 billion of which went to
treat homosexuals. The fact that 5% of
our military population (homosexuals) ac-
counts for 42% of military AIDS cases is
in itself a convincing argument to con-
tinue the current policy to exclude homo-
sexuals.

Incredibly, homosexual and AIDS ac-
tion groups are lob-
bying for an end to
the HIV testing of
military personnel,
and for halting HIV
testing as a require-
ment for enlistment.
One reason we can
get soldiers to put
themselves at risk is
their belief that they
will be assisted by
fellow soldiers when
wounded and that
field hospitals are
there to treat their
wounds. The pres-
ence of a high-risk
HIV group in mili-
tary units would
bring about a funda-
mental change in
this expectation,
along with loss of
confidence in the
safety of military
blood supplies.
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Will a soldier who most likely has cuts
and scrapes on his hands from normal
field tasks, or who is even wounded him-
self, rush to the side of a homosexual
soldier to stanch a spurting artery or apply
a field compress? This same reluctance
would be true if the wounded soldier were
unknown to another soldier, if there were
a reasonable chance he might be homo-
sexual.

A good example of what the presence
of people who are HIV-infected or in a
high-risk group would do to unit cohesion
is provided by basketball player Magic
Johnson. Although there was little chance
Johnson could infect another player, some
teammates and other players in the Na-
tional Basketball Association expressed
reservations about playing with him. Bas-
ketball players from other countries threat-
ened to boycott the Olympics if Magic
were allowed to play — and this wasn’t a
blood-soaked battlefield. The loss of trust
in fellow soldiers, in medical care and in
the ability of leaders to resolve these is-
sues could prove fatal for an army locked
in battle.

Homosexuals In NATO

Even though these issues are of con-
cern, some nations do allow homosexuals
in their military services. Significantly,
conscription is still used in many of these
countries, so policies allowing homosexu-
als seem based as much on thwarting
claims of homosexuality to avoid con-
scription as they do upon “human rights.”
Perhaps countries protected from foreign
forces by a large American Army can bet-
ter afford to experiment with social issues
in their military services.

Although some foreign military ser-
vices do allow homosexuals in their ranks,
stringent rules on homosexual acts between

N et

soldiers are strictly enforced in ali of these
foreign forces. Among NATO countries,
only Britain, Italy, the United States and
Turkey expel homosexuals. French homo-
sexuals who convince physicians that ser-
vice would be “psychologically punish-
ing” to them can be excused from service.
Germany allows homosexuals, but doesn’t
consider them suitable for senior positions.
Canada opened its military to homosexu-
als in 1992 due to a lawsuit, while Austra-
lian resistance folded at the news that
Clinton intended to allow homosexuality
in U.S. forces.

Homosexuals entered the Dutch armed
forces in 1974, but a recent report by C.J.
Thuijsman of the Dutch navy states that
discrimination and verbal abuse against
homosexuals is still widespread. Some
cases of physical assault were also men-
tioned. Thuijsman noted that “homosexu-
als of both sexes face an unfriendly mili-
tary environment,” adding many go to
great lengths to stay in the closet. If the
Dutch, the most liberal and arguably open-
minded people in Europe, can’t success-
fully integrate homosexuals, what would
happen in our military?

Israel accepts homosexuals after a suc-
cessful psychological exam, but doesn’t
allow them to hold security-related jobs.
Homosexuals are banned from the U.S.
military by a Department of Defense (DoD)
policy directive, not by law. Military ad-
ministrative discharge regulations allow
discharges of admitted homosexuals based
on this policy.

The UCMIJ comprises federal laws
passed by Congress that are applicable
exclusively to military personnel. People
caught soliciting for, or performing, ho-
mosexual acts are charged with a viola-
tion of Article 125 of the UCMIJ (sod-
omy). Conviction carries a maximum sen-
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President Clinton is fortunate in that
the need to remove Article 125 from the
books will provide a perfect delaying tac-
tic to avoid issuing an immediate order
lifting the ban.

Clinton might hope that ordering the
attorney general not to contest any law-
suits challenging the homosexual ban
would achieve his intended goal. The prob-
lem he would have there, however, in-
volves the previous court rulings that ho-
mosexuality is “compelling evidence™ that
a person has broken and will break mili-
tary sodomy laws in the future. Can a
president avoid barring people from the
military whom the courts have already
ruled will break military law? Would the
courts fail to take these previous “compel-
ling evidence™ rulings into consideration
prior to ruling on an order to lift the
gay ban?

Article 125 again reveals itself as be-
ing pivotal to the issue, and there appears
little chance that Congress would strike it
down. It is unfortunate that a new presi-
dent, who already has a record subject to

question in regard to draft avoidance, has
chosen to start out his term of office by
attempting to face down both the military
and Congress on an issue both oppose. It
presents a lose-lose situation for President
Clinton. Any failed attempt to resolve the
issue with Congress early in his presi-
dency would mean lost credibility in ef-
forts to get other legislation through. Fail-
ure to take timely action to fulfill his cam-
paign promise will bring down the wrath
of the gay lobby.

The military is going through one of
its most dramatic reductions in force ever,
which is causing a great deal of insecurity
among military professionals who don’t
even know how long they’ll remain em-
ployed. The issue of women in combat
has caused additional trauma. Now
America’s military establishment is be-
sieged with a campaign to admit homo-
sexuals to military service.

Politicians should remember that deci-
sions regarding the social makeup of the
military should not be based on how it
might be made to work in a laboratory-
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like setting among select volunteers sit-
ting in peacetime stateside garrisons. Mili-
tary forces exist to fulfill a mission: That
mission is to fight and win wars in the
national interest. Nothing should even
be considered that will compromise
that ability.

Politicians should remember that deci-
sions regarding social makeup of the mili-
tary should not be based on how they
might work among volunteers sitting in
peacetime garrisons stateside. These deci-
sions should be based on how they would
affect a wartime army of draftees engaged
in combat overseas.

An engineering consultant on aircraft
safety systems, James Brantley is a gradu-
ate of the State University of New York, a
20-year USAF veteran and a Vietnam vet
with nearly a decade in the Asian theater.
His article “Dereliction of Duty” in the
January 1993 SOF explored the issue of
women in the U.S. combat arms. The au-
thor invites feedback. His Compuserve ad-
dress is 76170,3610. His GENIE address
is J.Brantley3. X

By Charles Kaufman

n The comic sirip “Beefle
Batly” will infroduce a

new gay soldier character.
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ANIMAL TERRORISTS

Continued from poge 63

tion required between a variety of agen-
cies. Those involved so far include the
FBI. the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco &
Firearms (brought in because they have
jurisdiction in firebombing incidents), the
Michigan State Police, MSU's Department
of Public Safety and state and local law-
enforcement agencies from states other
than Michigan.

More than 150 people, most of them
students and faculty, have been inter-
viewed. A local search warrant and sev-
eral served in other states helped pull to-
gether revealing arson evidence. Subse-
quently, a secret federal grand jury was
convened and since then the leaders of
PETA have become the focus of the in-
quiry into the ALF attack.

By early June 1992, PETA founders
Alex Pacheco and Ingrid Newkirk had been
subpoenaed to appear before the grand
jury. They were ordered to submit finger-
prints, pictures and handwriting samples
by early July. Since July, little has been
published concerning the grand jury’s ac-
tivities.

Unfortunately, the history of PETA/
ALF intelligence activities is that of a
terribly effective apparatus. By using the
Freedom of Information Act and the Pub-
lic Information Act, they have been able

to acquire copies of blueprints of facilities
they wish to target. They also regularly
obtain extensive material from the gov-
ernment regarding funding and grant in-
formation.

More ominously, a pattern of activity
has emerged indicating that intimidation
tactics are becoming more widespread. In-
dividuals engaged in medical research are
now being targeted. These hapless people
find their personal lives systematically
sabotaged and disrupted. Many research-
ers have even been subject to death threats.

In the useful article “Battling the Ani-
mal Liberation Front” appearing in the
September 1990 issue of The Police Chief,
some disturbing events are reviewed. As-
sistant Chief Harry Hueston II reports that
police and security operations were ex-
tensively probed and surveilled at the Uni-
versity of Arizona. In that case, the ALF
was making good on a year-old promise to
return. The terrorists moved in and around
the research areas in vehicles well-
equipped with radios and police band scan-
ners. They sought to observe police reac-
tions to various situations. One ALF tac-
tic, of course, is to generate a police call
away from the event location.

The importance of the work being put
at risk by the ALF-and their comrades
should not be underestimated. Literally
millions of lives hang in the balance. Cures
for AIDS, various cancers, heart disease
and other killer plagues are within sight

and can likely be found within our life-
times, but only if medical research is vig-
orously continued. The success of such
critical work must not become dependent
on the whims of a vocal minority operat-
ing outside the democratic process.

As Dr. Christine Williams, Michigan
State’s director of University Laboratory
Animal Resources, observed of the terror-
ism, “It’s a hell of a way for a civilized
society to come to conclusions about the
value of research for the benefit of people
and animals. I'd hope that we'd not let
this type of behavior, violence and prop-
erty destruction influence what we’d hope
would be a rational decision-making pro-
cess.” She and her colleagues at MSU
have bravely spoken out. They have done
so realizing they may be further endanger-
ing their own lives, because they are keenly
aware of the magnitude of the stakes for
the lives of so many others.

James McQuaid designed the detailed
combat simulation Central America:
America’s Backyard War and has written
extensively on covert operations topics. X

CROATIAN GUNS

Continued from page 55

The most distinctive characteristic of
any ground version of the PK machine
gun is its skeletonized buttstock, which in
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of the fact that they were coming to Baidoa.
By telegraphing their next move, the
Marines reduced dangers of direct
confrontations with armed gangs of
young Somali thugs who had been
terrorizing the population.

At 0510, day began to break in Baidoa.
Twenty minutes later a pair of Marine Sea
Cobras (AH-1Ws) from the USS Tripoli
came roaring up the road at treetop
level, accompanied by a couple of
Huey gunships.

With the Marines coming, the
technicals knew they only had a few shop-
ping days left before Christmas, so they
were trying to grab everything they could
get their hands on.

The gunships were loaded for bear. The
Cobras carried enough ordnance to blow
Baidoa to tiny bits. Each of the Whiskey
models carried 2,500 pounds of HE —
everything from TOWs to Hellfire mis-
siles. And their mini-guns were charged,
with orders to “vaporize” any opposition.
None materialized, thanks in part to ef-
forts by U.S. envoy Oakley who had met
with local leaders in Baidoa the day be-
fore. The two town elders ordered every-
one with a gun 4o stay off the streets.
Many townspeople turned their weapons
over to Marines at the airport. More than
100 weapons were confiscated, along with
a large cache of explosives.

A handful of nomads who had built
dome-like shelters along the road leading

into Baidoa stood beside smoky campfires
and watched as the armored column
passed by shortly after 0600. Later, the
first Marines who patrolled the streets
of Baidoa were greeted by children
shouting “Rambo!”

By the time the Marines reached the
airport, it was apparent to everyone that
the bad guys who had been tooling around
town in technicals were not in the mood to
cross swords with the Marines. Several
had tried a few days earlier near the U.S.
Embassy; they died.

Ii¥'s Killer Time

Before Marines took control of nine
former military airfields in Somalia, those
strips would shut down for three hours
each day so drug planes from Ethiopia
could land and unload tons of khat. Re-
porters who tried the local vice said it
gave them a real buzz by the end of the
day. Somalis who chewed khat were so
wired by dark that they did crazy things
like shoot at low-flying Marine helicop-
ters. Return fire, however, usually ended
their drug habit.

Although Somalis consider khat a way
of life, the Marine Corps considered it to
be an illegal substance and took it away
from any Somali who wandered into
their positions.

The arrival of Marines in Mogadishu
caused a shortage of khat; merchants in
the market threatened to retaliate if

Marines didn’t allow the drug flights
to continue.

By the time I arrived in Baidoa, the
local banditos were buzzed out on khat.
Somalis strip the leaves off the plants and
then peel the tender bark off tiny stems.
Eventually, they nibble on the stalk itself,
like rabbits.

The situation was bad — much worse
than I had expected. Main Street had a
surreal quality, like something out of a
spaghetti western. I expected to see Clint
Eastwood come walking from one of the
bars, biting on a cigar.

Weapons were everywhere. Bad guys
hung out of Toyota trucks and cars with
no glass; hundreds of them. The sound of
a firefight at the northern edge of town
could be heard above traffic. By the time I
worked my way to the edge of town, the
wounded were being transported by wheel-
barrow to a hospital operated by the Inter-
national Medical Corps (IMC).

Running inside, I found a nurse from
Seattle, Washington, tending a Somali man
who had been hit in the hips by a burst of
AK fire. As Leslie Iverson worked, she
explained how his pelvis had been shat-
tered by a bullet, his bladder burst, “and
heaven only knows what internal damage
... ” Blood dripped off the examining table
and pooled on the floor. Every time Iverson
and an assistant tried to examine the ex-
tent of the man’s wounds he screamed in
pain. Since IMC was out of painkilling
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drugs like morphine, the man was lifted
from the table, placed on a stretcher and
carried to a nearby building where the
doomed were sent to die. Iverson said
the poor soul would probably be
dead by sundown.

Death’s Doorway

On the way into the emergency room, I
had passed three women who looked like
they were resting in the courtyard. “Ex-
cuse me.” I said as I stepped over them
and rushed up the steps. A half-hour later
on my way out, they were still laying
there. It wasn’t until I stooped down and
looked into one woman's face that I real-
ized she was sleeping, all right — eter-
nally. She and the other two women had
died within a few feet of medical attention
— not an uncommon sight in Baidoa,
where fresh graves fill almost every empty
field in town.

The local hospital run by the IMC was
full of wounded. The operating room
looked like a butcher shop. Amputated
limbs lay in piles; bloody bandages were
scattered about. The scene looked like
something Matthew Brady might have re-
corded for posterity during the American
Civil War.

Friends and families of the wounded
maintained a silent vigil at their bedsides
in the recovery room, fanning flies away
with sweat rags. Most of the wounded had
been kneecapped, or shot in the lower part

of the leg, leading one to believe that the
banditos couldn’t shoot straight. But in
Somalia, a crippled person enjoys privi-
leges other people don’t. For example, a
crippled man can hobble into any ware-
house in the country and take what he
wants, and no one tries to stop him.

Baidoa’s population had by now swol-
len to more than 70,000 as refugees fled
factional fighting in southern Somalia.
They had crossed more than 200km of
wasteland on foot in search of food, water
and safety, only to.find none of the above
in Baidoa.

The trek to Baidoa became a death
march for many Somalis. One of the refu-
gees told me he had buried his wife and
eight children along the way. Russ Kerr,
vice president for World Vision, one of
the many relief agencies in Baidoa, said
husbands and wives had an unwritten pact
between them.

A Time To Sow, A Time
To Weep

“Being the strongest, the husband would
give his ration of food to his wife and
children,” Kerr said. “When the husband
collapsed and died, the wife would stop
eating so that her children might live. Soon
she, too, would die. An older child would
step forward and carry his younger brother
and sister until he or she dropped dead.
However, it was not uncommon to
find several children lying atop their

mother’s body in the desert, all victims
of starvation.”

Many of the almost 50,000 refugees
who fled to Baidoa were farmers, and Kerr
told me that if those folks don’t return to
the land by planting time, Somalia’s so-
called “breadbasket™ will be bare come
harvesttime in July.

Yet this famine that killed more than
2 million Somalis and threatens to destroy
another 1 million was created by rival
clans who stole food supplies sent to feed
the hungry.

“That’s why we came to Somalia,” said
Marine Colonel Greg Newbold as he
played traffic cop on Main Street in
Baidoa, supervising the first food convoy
escorted there by Marines.

A half-dozen LAV-25s and Humvees
armed with TOW missiles, 40mm gre-
nade launchers and .50-caliber machine
guns escorted two pickup truckloads of
Australian biscuits and Uni-Mix. Over-
kill, but the Marines wanted to make a
point to the armed bandits who had held
Baidoa hostage. The message was simple:
There's a new guy in town, and he’s bad.

Within a day after Marines rolled into
Baidoa, they were riding shotgun on semi-
loads of supplies headed for outlying vil-
lages. By 28 December, Marines and mem-
bers of the Army’s 10th Mountain Divi-
sion from Fort Drum, New York, had se-
cured key food distribution points in eight
Somali towns and cities such as Oddur,
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the southern port city of Kismaayo, and
Belet Huen.

While Marines fanned out into the in-
terior of Somalia, the search for a perma-
nent solution to the country’s problems
continued at the diplomatic level.

But Somalia is like a jigsaw puzzle
with many pieces missing. Sadly, some of
the missing pieces may never be found,
such as the whole generation lamented by
Dr. Johnston of CARE USA.

A regular contributor, Dale B. Cooper
covered the Gulf War on the ground for
SOF, and continues his grunt-level cover-
age of American troops with their deploy-
ment to Somalia. Next month he looks at
the isolated firefights that took place dur-
ing Operation Restore Hope.X

SOF TEAM
Continued from page 39

much meat, drank respectible amounts of
good, cheap red wine and, of course, ogled
the young lovelies.

All Croatians we spoke with
emphatically noted that they did not need
or want troops from the West — or even
offensive air strikes. “We simply want the
opportunity to defend ourselves,” is the
way Glasnovic put it. “How can we
successfully fight the Serbs and their T-
84s with our few captured T-54/55s? We're
even forced to reload rounds for our tanks
main guns. For God’s sake, give us a
fighting chance by removing the arms
embargo,” he said.

The above comments were reiterated
by General Ruso, a former French
Legionnaire who is OIC of the Croatian
special operations forces. “We need
MILANS; we need TOWSs,” he exclaimed.
“The United Nations embargos Saddam
Hussein. Why not the Serbs? What the
Serbs are doing in Bosnia is just as bad if
not worse than what Hussein did in
Kuwait.” Amen, brother.

As we go to press, it appears the Serbs
have been pressured into an agreement
that would divide Bosnia-Herzegovina into
10 semi-autonomous provinces. But even
if this plan is accepted and implemented,
the Balkan cauldron will continue to
bubble. The Serbs still occupy a third of
Croatia and it is unlikely the Croatians
will ever be able to assemble the military
strength to force them out, which is the
only way they could likely be made
to leave.

Also, if the war spreads to neighboring
Kosovo, which is 95% ethnic Albanian,
the Albanians will enter the fracas. And if
Albania goes head-to-head with the Serbs,
the Turks will probably join in as they
have recently signed a treaty with Albania
to that effect.

If the Turks fire-up the Serbs, the
Greeks are sure to want a piece of the
action. And on and on and on and on:
shades of 1914.%
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stamina, endurance. Can elevate testosterone level 200%!
Enhances virility. Safe. ON SALE: 1-800-878-8844 (186)

MEET THAI'ASIAN WOMEN! seeking romance,
lifemates. through correspondence. 200 photo catalog.
Brochure: TAL. P.O. Box 937(SOF), Kailua-Kona. H!
96745 (187)

PASSPORT ESTABLISHES SECOND IDENTITY. WITH
5 BACKUP PHOTO IDENTIFICATIONS. ACCEPTED
U.S. CUSTOMS. MAXSELL, BOX 23021, Ft. Lauder-
dale, FL 33307 (305) 568-1480 (188)
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SHOCKING MANUALS!

ponry, Rock-
etry, Phonu, Energy, Flnlnclul l.dlcal 100+ ofers [nclude
Special Projects and Technical Ressarch Services, and hard-
wars. Confidentially Guaranteed! Send $4 for new Combined
Catalog. By John Williams, former Senior Engineer (Lockheed), Professor
of Computer Science (NMSU). As seen on CBS "60 Minutes." Since 1971.

CONSUIMERTRONICS

2071 CRESCENT DR., P.O. DRAWER 537

ALAMOGORDO, NM ‘88310 1505!-434-0234
— —

YOUR MILITARY MEDALS'

LARGEST INVENTORY IN THE U.S.A. |

TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE

% Record telaphone conversations in your office or

home Connecls betwsen any casseile or tape

recorder and your lelephone line. Starls auto-

matically when phona is answered. Records both

sides of conversation. Stops recorder when
sut 1cu. in.  phone is hung up.

slgoos EACH Oy Dsc Avai

Super Powerful
FM TRANSMITTER
Many times more powerfui than other fransmiiters.
Transmits up to % mile 1o any FM radio -Easy to
Asscmble Kt - up o 9V baltery (not incl.)
For cataiog of Transmaters, Voce Scrambiers and
other specialty kems, enciose $2.00 to USH Corp

enlmmmounmnm+ $1.00

| RI1D 1] | : R
Beautifully handicrafted
of finest material

n eDNAk . - oPC
t > o | ut-y NIVE
. R I
-
9

Low Prices, Quality guaranteed, prompt delivery
Send your trade inquiries to: —

=

CLASSIC INDUSTRIES
P.0. Box 129, WAZIRABAD-52000, PAKISTAN.

PH: (0437) 3320, FAX +92 431 84212

+ FULL SIZE US MEDALS . SKILL BADGES

- UN AND RVN MEDALS . DISPLAY CASES

- MINIATURE MEDALS . MANUALS ON

+ OFFICAL RIBBONS CLAIMING MEDALS

- RANK BADGES . PATCHES.... ALL GUARANTEED !

SEND $2.00 TODAY FOR ALL NEW COLOR CATALOG [
MEDALS OF AMERICA

1929S2 FAIRVIEW ROAD
FOUNTAIN INN ,S.C. 29644

BUSHPILOT WINGS
BADGE QUALITY PREE RHODIUM

SEND 6.95°T0: BUSHPROT

P.O. BOX 541384

DALLAS, TX 75354-1384

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE — ALLOW 4-8 WEEXS

T CROSS

REMEMBER LA RIOTSON T.V...
Don't let your private property go public . . .
Police your own, with all weather 3 inch wide yellow police
barricade tape. Goes up in minutes and could Save you a
fortune. 100 feet piece of protection for just a $20.00 bill. Got E
aBIG place? 1,000 feet = $70.00. (We pay shipping costs), | 8

leD®E Box 2063(x) St Louis, MO 63158

POLICE LINE DO NOT CROSS

$S340 10N 00 INTT30N04  SSO83 LON 00 INM 304

POLICE LINE DO NOT CROSS nnruummj

Fire Fly - Quick Kill Sight
Designed for Police

Now Availahie to Sportsmen

orrect and incorrect sight
pictures using the Fire Fly sight.

Muzzle too Muzzis CORRECT

Muzzie 100 high

RUSSIAN LADIES, TRULY BEAUTIFUL, want to meet
YQU! FREE photobrochure. Russian Connections, P.O.
Box 888851-SF, Atlanta, GA 30356; (404) 458-0909 (189)

BEAUTIFUL RUSSIAN WOMEN! through overseas cor-
respondence! eager, sincere, and faithful! FREE 32 page
- 500 photo catalogue. CLUB PRIMA, 13164 Memorial
Drive. #233DD, Houston. Texas 77079. (713)973-1515
anytime. (186)

COMBAT TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS, TACTICAL QUADS,
AIR PHOTOS (Europe, Vietnam, Mars, ANYPLACE!)
Amazing catalog $3.00 (refundable). Monarch, POB
42003-A203. Phoenix, AZ 85080 (186)

BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING YOU! Your FBI, NSA,
Justice, State Dept. records - $29,95. Extended pkg -
$49.95. also includes IRS, CIA, DEA, DoD. Send name,
address. birthdate, SSN, check: BLUETREE, Box 4177F,
Mountainview, CA 94040 {186)

F.B.I/U.S. GOVERNMENT SEIZED VEHICLES! '88 COR-
VETTE $400.00, '88 Toyota $150.00, '84 Jeep $50.00.
Thousands available! 24 hrs! (401) 934-3357, ext. SF1.
(186)

CAMOUFLAGE FROM 50 NATIONS! New Catalog of
Military Camouflage from throughout the World. $1.00.
.M.S.. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 (186)

" OPTICS

MILITARY ISSUE COMBAT SPECTACLES AND AVIA-
TOR GLASSES. With or without prescription, info and
prices: LECLAIR'S, P.O. Box 1075. Radcliff, KY 40160
{188)

SECURITY PRODUCTS

BURGLARIZED-VICTIMIZED, eighteen year Police vet-
eran offers instructional pamphlet showing inexpensive
methods 1o deter burglars. Protect your property. send
§5.00 to: LK Enterprise, PO Box 1403, South Bend, IN
46624. IN residents send $0.25 sales tax. (186)

ROOM SURVEILLANCE $149.00 - ROOM AND PHONE
$249.00 - Remote telephone recorder and room monitor
$479.00. $3.00-catalog: Listen Electronics, 603 Elgin,
Muskogee, OK 74401. 1-800-633-8277 (186)

lar right too low
Aircraft Aluminum —  Length 47 ~— Wi %2 oz.

Day/Reduced Light Combat Sight
“I looked through the sight and at the
target with both eyes open. The results
were amazing, targets fell as if | were
sweeping them over with a broom. It didn’t
malter whether they were aerial or ground
targets; they fell!”
John A. Mulier, PhD, CWO USAR
"I was amazed at how the front post is
immediately picked up and super-imposed
on the target. The patented hole-in-the-sight
concept allows any reflected light from the
target to be returned to the eye of the shooter;
a greal Jow-light shotgun sight.”’
Rick Stapies - Police Firearms Training Unit, Overiand Park Kansas
4 U.S. PATENTS ISSUED — FOREIGN PATENTS PENDING
Include Fire Fly s 95 plus $3 postage
Madel # with order (MN residents
MODEL # EM-108 fits all vent rib. and sales tax]
double barrel & over and under | VISA / MASTERCARD ACCEPTED
MAIL OR PHONE YGUR ORDER T0:
JAS, Inc.
P.O. Box O

Rosemount, MN 55068
(612) 890-7631

shotguns. also muzzie-loaders with
octagon barvel.
MODEL # MOC-110 fits 12. 16 and

20- gauge plain barrel bead
shotguns  DEALERS NEEDED!

URPLUS

MILITARY SURPLUS & SURVIVAL ITEMS: Large in-

ventory. new and used. Mail $1. {refundable) for price
list: Hugh Wade's. 2120 West Reelfoot Ave.. Union City.
TN 38261-9732. (187)

MILITARY CLOTHING, GEAR, BOOTS, JACKETS, COL-
LECTIBLES, ETC. Call (408) 295-1136 for FREE CATA-
LOG or WRITE: Lee-Jackson Militaria, PO Box 8663,
San Jose, CA 95155. FOREIGN catalogs are $3.00. (186),

NOT FREE-BUT CLOSE! Camping, Boots, Tents, Mili-
tary Surpius. Books, Karate, Survival, Knives, Swords,
Blowguns. Backpacks. Catalog $2.00 (refundable): Gen-
eral Logan PX Store, 3222 S. Logan. Suite SOF, Lan-
sing. Mt 48910 (191)

LOVE THY NEIGHBOR - BULL SHIT - FIND OUT what
they really think! Cordless telephone and baby monitor
frequencies. Don't be a fool. protect yourself! Send $4.00
cash to: SDS, Box 1521, Rowlett, Texas 75088 (187)
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FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE, Current
Issue F-1 Uniforms in "LIZARD" Pattern Camouflage,
Unissued Suit $70.00, F-1 Camouflage Cap $15.00.
AH.A, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 (186)

/I iBea paralegal!i

I
: the Dept. of Labor. Train
|

I Free career book:

J ciy

the Badge of a

DETECTIVE

‘“,uvuﬂwSs NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED
« Your spirit of adventure, danger, and
“ self reliance can lead you to an excit-
ing career opportunity. Solve myster-
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect
the innocent. Experts gnide you every

step of the way. Men and womes

needed to work in challenging
m tions, withstanding hardshipe,
. Log make on the spot decisdons.
Loshpiek Buns, Learn the latest investiga-
Yo, inbrered tive techniques using special
e law enforcement equipment

own investigative agency. Save up to 26% and more on all
equipment. Send for free details.
Agproved by Colif. Daps. of Public Inserncs.
THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Specist Delective Training
Dept. G304 P.0. Box 25750. Santa Ana CA 92799 1
Rush me your “Detective” Career Ki-~HNo salssmen will call l
| e o]
| Minm |

‘--------------‘

AMERI(‘AS NO.1 HOME STUDY PROGRAM:

The paralegal field will
grow faster than any other
in the 90s, according to

now for a great career
working with attorneys.

State Zip.
I School of Paralegal Studies, Dept. LE171 |

LZZ-IJ Perimeter Pk.. Atlanta. Georgia 30341J

U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA
1940 through Current

Large Catalog, $3.00

SAUNDERS
Box 3133 +5F + Naples, FL 33939-3133

SURVIVAL

SMOKE BALLS. CARTRIDGES, CANDLES, BOMBS,
POTS, GRENADES. Largest selection anywhere. $3.00
gets our 56-page catalogue (refundable with order) of
500 products. Signus, Box 33712-W38, Phoernix, AZ
85067 (186)
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