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This is the new Be 

It looks identica 
tothe92F 

in every detail ... 

. . . except one. 
(.40 cal.) 

Everything that makes the Beretta 92Fthe standard handgun for the U.S. Armed Forces and 
over one thousand police departments you'll find in our new Model 96. The same legendary reliability 
The same ergonomic design. The same safety features. The same ease of maintenance. In fact at first 
glance, the Beretta 96 is the Beretta 92F .. except for a single detail. The 96 is chambered for the new 
.40 cabber cartridge with eleven-round firepower. 

While other manufacturers have been rushing their .40 caliber pistols into production, we've 
been designing and testing our Model 96 the traditional Beretta way Slowly Thoroughly With the 
necessary engineering to ensure that the new 96 is just as reliable as the legendary 92F Result. . . a .40 
cabber handgun that lives up to the only standard acceptable to Beretta. The best. 

The new Beretta 96, in standard and double action-only models, is now ready Contact your author­
ized Beretta dealer for complete information, or Beretta U.S.A. Corp. ~ 
17601 Beretta Drive, Accokeek, Maryland 20607. (301) 283-2191. 'SJ® Beretta U.S.A. 
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COMMAND GUIDANCE 
BUSH IS A WUSS BUT SLICI< WILLIE IS WORSE 

by Robert K. Brown 

Bush and his advisers are some of 
the dumbest dorks around, especially 
when it comes to dealing with the gun 
lobby. Bush was stampeded into ban­
ning the importation of assault rifles 
and has put at serious risk his support 
among the 5 million voters who vote 
pro-gun . Dumb, dumb, dumb. And you 
can bet your bippie he 's not going to 
get many votes from the left-wing anti­
g u n crowd. And I've 
been told they are afraid 
of negative publicity 
from the anti-gun media 
if they repeal the ban on 
assault rifles or take a 
stand against the Brady 
Bill. Wuss, wuss, wuss. 

All other factors be­
ing equal , the big prob­
lem is the "baggage" 
Slick Willie would bring 
to the administration if 
elected. 

How would you like a cabinet with 
Daniel Sheehan as attorney general , 
Tom Hayden as secretary of defense, 
Peppermint Pattie Schroeder as sec­
retary of the Navy. Jane Fonda as 
secretary of the Army, Jesse Jackson 
as secretary of state? How about Jerry 
Brown as director of Central Intelli­
gence ; Sarah Brady as director of 
BATF; Ice T as director, Department 
of Justice; Louis Farrakhan as ambas­
sador to Israel , Sister Souljah ambas­
sador to South Africa, Jennifer Cassolo 
as ambassador to El Salvador, and 
Molly Yard as ambassador to Saudi 
Arabia . 

I would suggest that if we gun-rights 
supporters think we have problems with 
the out-of-control Gestapo-like Bureau 
of Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms under 
Bush , God knows what it would be like 
under the direction of a Slick Willie 
appointee. 

Slick Willie has already stated he 
will ban the manufacture, sale, impor­
tation and possession of "assault rifles" 
without defining what these terms 
mean. 

You may feel bitter about Bush , as I 
do, and puke when you th ink of Slick 
Willie playing saxophone in the 
White House, but do not let that stop 
you from voting . If you cannot bring 

yourself to vote for the 
wuss, at least vote for 
pro-gun candidates in 
local and federal elec­
tions. 

Your vote is impor­
tant. It makes a differ­
ence. As was stated last 
month in this column , 
13% of eligible voters 
control the outcome of 
an election. Don't fail to 
be part of that 13%! 

And you can get off your dead ass 
and have even more of an impact by 
volunteering to assist in manning the 
NRA's and grassroots organizations' 
phone banks. And encourage your 
friends and relatives to register and 
vote. Follow up with a phone call to 
see if they have registered and voted. 
Offer to drive them to the polls if nec­
essary. 

If you don 't , then don't whine to 
SOF about losing your gun rights not 
so far down the road . 

In closing , keep in mind if you vote , 
vote for pro-gun candidates in state 
and congressional elections; if you don't 
vote. or vote for one of the third-party 
candidates who haven't a prayer of 
being elected , that's the equivalent of 
casting a half-vote for America 's most 
prominent draft dodger and would-be 
gun grabber - Slick Willie . Sarah 
Brady, Director of the BATF? God help 
us all.~ 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

MEMO FROM RKB: 
TO: All Soldier Of Fortune Read­

ers, Advertisers, Subscribers, Suppli­
ers, Employees, Conventioneers , 
Shooters and Friends. 

Subject: Decision by the U.S. Court 
of Appeals for the 11th Circuit in Braun 
vs. SOF. 

As most of you are by now aware, 
on 13 August 1992, the U.S. Court of 
Appeals for the 11th Circuit affirmed, 
by a 2-1 vote, the verdict and judg­
ment of the U.S. District Court, award­
ing a judgment of $4,375,000 to the 
plaintiffs in this case. This is not good 
news. If this judgment becomes final 
and is collected, SOF is out of busi­
ness. But we are still some way from 
that point. We have every intention of 
pursuing the appellate process. Mean-

It's a sensitive RSCAAL: the Remote 
Sensing Chemical Agent Alarm. built by 
Brunswick Defense. The Marines now 
have 100 units. and the U.S. Army just 
awarded a $9.9 million contract. Army 
will use units to protect troops in the 
field. at bases and will integrate it into 
the "Fox"" Nuclear Biological Chemical 
Reconnaissance System (NBCRS). 
Photo: courtesy Brunswick Defense 
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while, the Agreed Order staying at­
tempts to collect this judgment remains 
in effect, and we are definitely still in 
business. 

Soldier Of Fortune Magazine will 
continue to cover the hot spots of the 
world, the gun rights and POW/MIA 
issues, the elections, new develop­
ments in the military and police, other 
firearms issues and so on, in the style 
to which our loyal readers have be­
come accustomed. Bills will continue 
to be paid; advertising and subscrip­
tions contracts will continue to be hon­
ored. We are still in business. 

As an editorial in the Boston Herald 
said regarding the appellate court de­
cision: "Malarkey ... Soldier Of Fortune 
committed no crime, no negligent act. 
The men who planned and executed 
Richard Braun's death are the guilty 
parties. No publication should be pun­
ished when someone takes out an ad. 
If and when this case goes to the Su­
preme Court, the justices will do well to 
roll back this attack on press freedom." 

In short, we ain't dead yet and we 
plan to win this battle. With your ongo­
ing support we will do exactly that. 

Robert K. Brown 
Editor & Publisher 

SOF will be petitioning for review 
of this decision by the U.S. Supreme 
Court. Indications are that our li­
ability insurer will not be funding 
this effort. That means that SOF has 
to find the funds to do this. We need 
your help. 

OMEGA FIRST 
AMENDMENT 
LEGAL FUND 
c/o Carson-Thomas 
& Associates P.C. 
1790 30th St., Suite 418 
Boulder, Colorado 80301 

Donations are not tax-deductible. 
With your support we shall prevail. 

QUOTE OF THE MONTH 
"There are no atheists in foxholes, 

there are no liberals in riots. " 
Simi Valley, California, gun dealer 

Steve Cotter referring to the leap in 
his sales following the L.A. riot. 

HUNTING STORY CONTEST 
No, not your most outrageous lie 

about that 400-yard shot in the rain 
with iron sights that got your trophy 
buck. This contest is for outdoor writ­
ers who have written a pro-hunting 
story, one that has been published by 

30 September 1992. The Winchester 
Good News on Hunting! Writers Con­
test is sponsored by the Winchester 
Division of Olin Corp., which is putting 
up $15,000 in cash prizes. For details, 
contact Kevin Howard at The Farrel 
Group, Box 23770, St. Louis, MO 
63121 ; phone: 314-991-3555. 

GURKHAS FOR HIRE 
The Brits, cutting troops in the wake 

of the Cold War, are reducing the 
present force of 7,500 Gurkhas by 
some 2,500 over the next five years. 
Having served the Crown for more than 
175 years, the Gurkhas first came into 
Her Majesty's service when an 1816 
treaty gave the Crown the right to re­
cruit Gurkhas in Nepal. Since that time, 
Gurkhas have served loyally and well. 
But what's a RIFed Gurkha to do? 

Major Chris Hardy, a former Royal 
Pioneer corpsman in Hong Kong, left 
Her Majesty's service to become a "mili­
tary resettlement director" at 
TechSearch Asia Ltd., and he may have 
the answer: Hire 'em out for bodyguards 
and corporate protection. For a mere 
$2,200 per month - $1 ,900 if you pro­
vide accommodations and Nepalese 
food - you get a loyal, well-trained 
Gurkha to check your hotel room for 
assassins before you enter, shake 
down your car for bombs before you 
fire it up, disarm and do a little hand­
to-hand with intruders and so on. Such 
a deal. But better act fast, the oil com­
panies are snapping 'em up. 

DESERT STORM VETS NOTE! 
Veterans Affairs Secretary Edward 

J. Derwinski has urged all Gulf War 
vets to register with Veterans Affairs 
so they can be screened "even if they 
at this point don't have any special 
problems." The VA is offering a medi­
cal exam to any Gulf War veteran who 
wants to become part of its registry, 
and is suspending ordinarily complex 
rules for receiving treatment. 

Veterans Affairs spokesman Terry 
Jemison stated, "We're starting to see 
more and more anecdotal reports" of 
strange symptoms from Gulf War re­
lated illnesses. There have been many 
reports of parasitic infections, service 
personnel complaining of chronic fa­
tigue, hair loss, headaches, bleeding 
gums, depression, aching joints and 
skin rashes. 

Of some 100,000 reservists and Na­
tional Guardsmen who served in the 
Gulf, the VA has seen or treated about 
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LIFE AFTER DEBT: The Complete Credit Restoration Ki; 
by Bob Hammond 

Taking up where he left off in his two previous books, Credit Secrets and How to Beat the Credit Bureaus, author Bob 
Hammond makes a dramatic departure from traditional approaches to personal finances in Life after Debt. This is not a rehash 
of old information. It is an outline of positive action that all consumers .• regardless of income, can take to attain solvency, and it 
reveals insider secrets not previously available to the public. Now you, too1 .can I.earn what the professionals charge thousands of 
dollars for, including how to successfully resolve billing errors, rapidlyf reduce debt through guerrilla measures, go bankrupt The Complete Credit 

Restoration K it without going broke, use hardball I ·· · · s to intimidate creditors and deal with the special prqplems associated with women, 
minorities and previously married ontains the most recent and comprehensive rence materials available on 
consumer credit and personal finan ~.. ·uus., 464 pp. ..· " QO 
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CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 

by Bob Hammond 

$39.95 

Solve your financial problems Once and for 
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GET 
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Realistic Defensive Techniques 

M,.th Marc "Animal~' Mac Young and 
Richnrd Dobson 

Real knife f ights are cha racterized by 
lightning-fast ambushes, vicious gang attacks 
and multiple stab wounds .. Here are hundreds 
of effective techniques and tips tha.t will keep 
yoq alive if you ever must face a crackhead, 
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min., VHS only. ·. · $29,95 
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17 .000. Derwinski said. "We are telling 
our people [in the VA] that [the veter­
ans] could have problems that could 
be caused by smoke, contaminated 
food or drink, burning oil wells , all sorts 
of environmental conditions that the 
troops ran into.·· Local VA medical cen­
ters will be trained to look for any un­
usual patterns of disease in the Gulf 
War vets, and three special referral 
centers will be set up to offer treat­
ment. The effort is to preclude a re­
peat of the Agent Orange debacle, ac­
cording to Derwinski. 

The VA has asked Congress to au­
thorize a special program to track the 
health of Desert Storm vets . Vets with 
service-connected disabilities already 
have priority access to VA medical ser­
vices, but changes in the law are re­
quired for the VA to offer exams and 
follow-up consultation to vets who oth­
erwise lack eligibility for outpatient care . 
Contact your congressional represen­
tatives and ask them to support this 
VA request for authorization. 

QUEER FOR ALLAH 
The U.S. House Task Force on Un­

conventional Warfare warns of a gov­
ernment-run counterfeiting operation in 
Iran, which with help from Syria is flood­
ing the world with hundreds of millions 
of dollars worth of counterfeit U.S. $100 
bills - and has the potential to do 
billions. The Task Force documents the 
Iranian central government bank's use 
of U.S.-trained printers and U.S.-made 
note-printing machinery to create un­
known millions of nearly perfect $100 
bills, which Iran sells at a discount to 
the Syrian secret service, which in turn 
sells at a markup to various traders 
who use "dollars" in both legitimate and 
criminal trade. 

This huge and well-orchestrated 
scam also gets much of the money 
into the international banking system 
via banks involved in laundering drug 
money. Recently, Iran has begun mov­
ing the queer cash into former Soviet 
states, especially Central Asian repub-

lies, and Syria has used the counterfeit 
for strategic weapons purchases. "It is 
estimated that the potential is there for 
billions of dollars in counterfeit currency 
to soon be in circulation , mainly out­
side the U.S. banking system,·· the task 
force reports. 

The report continues: "Tehran com­
mitted itself to undertake this [counter­
feiting] project early in 1990, and al­
most immediately the IRGC [Iranian 
Revolutionary Guard Corps] intelli­
gence and SAVAMA [another intelli­
gence organization] began dispatching 
senior operatives to the West to search 
for and buy needed items to imple­
ment the plan." 

The task force says there is a sec­
ond , parallel counterfeiting operation 
under Syria's direction run by the 
Hezbollah (Party of God) in the Bekaa 
Valley of Lebanon. This operation pro­
duces $100 and $20 bills, which are 
passed mostly in Africa. These are of 
much lower quality, with thinner paper 
and flatter printing . 

Syrian operatives have shipped 
crate loads of fake U.S. $100 bills to 
the former Czechoslovakia and to the 
Ukraine as payment for high-perfor­
mance weapons, including tanks and 
missiles, the task force report says. 

B\LL?. .• B\LL? ... 
0\\ NN \DR-Q\l\C.K~ 
C\li "\DGOR'C~~~ 

RKB - he's the boss, and doesn't often 
get permission to go near machinery -
carries a load of medical supplies from 
the SOF warehouse to start its journey 
to Burma, where it's desperately needed 
by the Karens. Colonel Alex McColl, 
director of Refugee Relief International, 
looks on and reminds the cameraman 
that medical supplies of all kinds 
(anything that doesn 't require cold 
storage or have to be locked up) are 
desperately needed by people all over 
the globe. You can send it to RRI, and 
they ' ll see it gets to those who need it 
most. Call Col. McColl at 303-449-3750 if 
you have medical supplies to donate. 
Photo: SOF staff 

BEIRUT VETERANS 
A new organization is being formed 

for veterans of Beirut, and at its helm 
is retired Marine Major Robert Jordan, 
who was the DoD and Marine spokes­
man at the time of the embassy bomb­
ing. A reunion is planned for a future 
date; time to be decided at a 23 Octo­
ber meeting. For information on the 
BVA, contact: Robert T. Jordan, Ex­
ecutive Director, Beirut Veterans of 
America, 141 O Springfield Pike, Suite 
31 B, Wyoming , OH 45215; phone: 513-
948-0058 

THE REUNION NETWORK 
54th Signal Bn & Attached Units 

2-4 October, @ Radcliff/Ft. Knox, Ky. 
POC: Elmer A. Goetsch (715) 546-
2340 

13th Armored Division Assn . 14-17 
October, @ Louisville, Ky. POC: Miller 
M. Hanly (304) 343-8288 

USS Rudyerd Bay (VCE81NC 77/ 
VC 96) 9-11 October, @ San Diego, 
Calif. POC: Carlos W. Broyles (619) 
277-2819 

USS Denver (CL58) Assn 1 0-14 Oc­
tober, @ Tyler, Texas POC: John 
Bloomer (618) 466-2419 

USS Berry (DD248/APD29) 11-12 
December, @ Pascagoula, Miss. POC: 
John S. Stout (313) 835-0792 

NOVEMBER 92 



New Desert Storm Awards!!­
Official Issue, Approved Feb, '92 

by The US Dept. of Heraldry. 
Civilian Service in Desert Storm- awarded by the US 
Department of Defense to all civilians who served 1n the 
Gulf during Operation Desert Slorm/ Desert Shield. 
Choose: Item # 
Full Size Medal MM-293 
Mini Medal MM-294 
Ribbon, full size Rl-294 
Lapel Button MR-294 

Price 
$19.95 

9.95 
1.25 
7.95 

l#N;};m.11 
•Stealth Jet Fighter Wristwatch 

An incredible watch 1 Exacting scale model of the 
Stealth F-1 17 Jet Fighter in non·rellective black. On com· liberation of Kuwait-awarded by the government of 

Saudi Arabia to all military personnel who served in the 
Gulf during Operation Desert Storm I Desert Shield . 

KUWAIT mand. you 'll hear the plane's turbines whine until they 
LIBERATION roar while the Gattling gun fires deadly bursts cf machine 

gun fire1 Touch a hidden button and an accurate LCD Choose: Item # 
Full Size Med~I MM-295 
Mini Medal MM-296 
Ribbon, full size Rl-296 
Enamelled Mini Ribbon MR-296 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

• Our Finest Military Rings­

~,IC. luF flllA•C1 fN'll ~f P~~! 

WE SHIP C.O.D.­
C.O.D. FEE $5.95 

Sorry! No Dog Tag Printing Orders By Telephone. 

Desert Storm Marines Desert Storm Special Forces 

Army Navy 

• Dog Tag Silencers - black. non· 
glare rubber bumpers for lag 
Item #X-650 . . . 

watch pops out of the fuselage. 
The plane measures almost 3" long and 2" wide from 

wingtip to wingtip. The rubberized watchband will fit the 
wrist of any pilot aged 8 to 88. 
Item #R-228 . . . .. $14.95 

This tank does it all1 Touch a button and the cannon 
flashes red while the sounds of battle (machine guns. 

~===~m~m~~~~;!!~fjbombs. rockets) explode around you ' Another hidden button shoots an accurate LCD watch out of the armor! 
Tank measures a huge 2" 1ong X 1'/o" wide X 1 " tall. 

USMC Special Forces 

Our solid brass rings have been plated wilh 18 karat 
gold. Then each is hand fitted with a brillianl Austrian 
faceted crystal onto which we have etched the service 
logo in gold leaf1 You will be delighted with lhe quality and 
fine detailed craftsmanship. Made in USA. 
Sizes: 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, 13 . . . . . . .. .. .. $39.95 / each 
Choose: 
•U.S. Army . . . Item #B-400 
•U.S. Navy ..... . .............. ... Item #B-401 
•U.S. Air Force .......... . . . . ...... Item #B-402 
•U.S. Marine Corps . . Item #A-775 
•Special Forces . . .... ... Item #A-779 
• Desert Storm - Army .......... . . ... Item #B-406 
• Desert Storm - Navy . . . . . . . • . . . .. . Item #B-407 
• Desert Storm - Air Force ... . ........ Item #B-408 
• Desert Storm - Marines . . . . . . . ... Item #B-409 
•Desert Storm - Special Forces . ..... .. . Item #B-410 

WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINALSTOREAT319W.42ND ST., 

NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 
(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 
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Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart 
below with each order. Amounts shown include cost of 
postage, packaging. insurance and handling. 

Orders up to $10.00 . . . $3.95 
Orders from $10.01 to $20.00 . $4.95 
Orders from $20.01 to $50.00 ....... $5.95 
Orders from $50.01 to $70.00 . . . $6.95 
Orders from $70.01 to $100.00 . . .... . $7.95 
Orders from $100 01 to $200.00 ....... . $8.95 
Orders over $200. 01 . .. $1Q.95 

Canadian Orders - Send Double Amount lfldlcated 

ORDER TOLL FREE 
1-800-545-0933 

MONDAY- SATURDAY 

The turret swivels and the rubberized tank tread band 
adds lo the look. Perfect for kids aged 8 to 88. 
Choose: Desert or Woodland Camo paint 
Item #R-225 . . .... ... .. ......... $14.95 

• U.S. Aviator Sunglasses -

Worn by U.S. pilols of Navy. Marines. Army. Air Force 
and NASA1 Precision ground glass lenses are gray/ 
green in color. block 80% of visible lighl and provides 
UV proleclion. Slraighl. paddle lemples 
Specify Frame: Gold, Silver, or Black. 
Choose: 
D Standard size (52 MM lens) 
Item #R-330 . . .. . .. . ............. . . .... $31.95. 
D Large Size (58 MM lens) 
Item #R-335 ....... . .... .. .. . .. . . . . .. . . $34.95. 
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9118-9999* $27.95 6767 $17.95x 

1768+ $18.95 6247 $14.95 

8219+ $9.95x 7260-9999* 6593 $19.95 
$27.50 

'" CJV lL WAR 
T REASUHY 

_ . .... .&..,./--' ...... ,. 
···-'·-• ... .J.-11-. . .__,_....__,~ 
-~~ 

Alb<nA. f\loli 

0760 $21.95 7971 $24.95 2907 $12. 95x 

5728 $24.95 6445+ 0463 $24.95 

111.: 

COMPLETE 

8052 $27.95 7187-9999* $39.95 

1073+ $14.95 

THE 
PENINSULA 
CAMPAIGN 

8060 $19.95 

6742-9999* 
$35.00 

7716 $22.00 

7955 $16.95x 

6668++ $19.95 

PRICES SHOWN ARE FOR PUBLISHERS' HARDCOVER EDITIONS. 
CLUB HARDCOVER EDITIONS SAVE YOU UP TO 30%. 
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5504 $24.95 

MILITARY 
LESSONS 

OFTllE 

GULF 
WAR 

6437 $24.95 

9050+ $14.95 

7849+ $9.95 

7278 $27.95 5637 $19.95 

4895-9999* 7104+ $15.00 
$35.00 

7682 $25.00 7161 $21 .95 

~n111~ 
~ ..... ~® 

' G'J ~ :t! 
7765-9999* $29.95 6791+ 

0216 $24.95 

BWNDERING 
TO GLORY 

1\~IPOJ.EON'S 
MllJTARl' -Z\ ::~~~~~/GNS 

0141 $40.00 

7732 $19.95 

$14.95 

1289 $18.95 

5405 $16.95 

9134 $22.95 

* Counts as 2 choices + Softcover ++ Fiction 
x Special edition exclusively for Club members 
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f:t~:!~~~:!t 
(!f~Wt'sl"ltl'$~l$\.~mW . 

~~1rom1~~\M~~'Oa<J, 

tan Ho~9. an{l ~{)h~ ~~ak~ 

4069 $14.95x 

8359 $19.95 

7989 $29.95 

llGE'l'll 
'IUUGII! 
~.b&,,.W!'l.sSool: • 

TOM J!ITlGEHAJ.11 

3988+ $10.95 

7211 $24.95 

FORWARD 

l 
6866 $24.95 

1149 $17.95 

8342 $25.00 

5785 $16.95x 1024 $21.95 9100 $35 .00 

0778+ $19.95 8334 $30.00 6643 $24.95 5819 $19.95 

'l'HE 

6361 $27 .95 

7567 $29.95 

MIRACLE AT 
MIDWAY 
~\V.f'FtANGE , ,.,..,,.. 

Fr 
4887 $16.95x 

9043+ $15.95 

HERE'S WHAT YOU GET WHEN YOU JOIN... 1111 J'J11\J{'T ~A-;;:-T;;.heMilitary;;;;kC/ub- Ple~ writebook I ~~ ... 1: •I 6550 East 30th Street numbers here: If you 

A GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION. Once your membership's accepted, l, HOO I{ fl ... IJH® ** Po Box 6.357 b~~eka~h~r~~.~~:~~~ 
we'll send the 3 BOOKS you 've chosen plus PISTOLS OF THE WORLD. . . " ~n6~~~~g~~~· IN subst itute for it. Sim ply 
If you're not 100% satisfied with the 3 books, return them within 1 o Your #1 Source for M1htary Books er~~~ ~~lt~hi~ ~~~~i~6b~~ 
days at our expense. Membership will be canceled and you 'll owe noth- YES! Please enro ll me in The Military Book Club of the book you prefer. 

ing. PISTOLS OF THE WORLD is your free gift to keep . according to the risk-free membership plan described FREE sooK #7609 

THE FREE CLUB MAGAZINE. You 'll receive up to 16 issues a yea r. Each in this ad. Send me Pistols of the World FREE, plus 
issue reviews the Featured Book Selection(s) plus a wide variety of the 3 BOOKS I've indicated. Bill me just 98¢ , plus 
alternate books from the Club's extensive library. shipping and handling. 

SHOPPING MADE SIMPLE. To get the Featured Book Selection(s) , do 
nothing-it will be sent automatically. If you prefer another book-or 
none at all-simply return your Member Reply Form by the specified 
date. A shipping and handling charge is added to each order. 

HUGE DISCOUNTS ON HARDCOVER BOOKS. Save as much as 30% off 
publishers ' edition prices. Club books are sometimes altered in size to 
fit special presses. 

AN EASY-TO-MEET OBLIGATION. Take up to 2 years to buy 4 more 
books at regular low Club prices. Afterwards, you may resign member­
ship anytime. 

RISK-FREE RETURN PRIVILEGES. If you get an unwanted book 
because your Club magazine was delayed and you had less than 10 
days to respond, simply return the book at our expense. 

NOVEMBER 92 

SAVE MORE-BUY YOUR FIRST BOOK 
NOW FOR $3.99! 
D Send me the book I've indicated and reduce 
my commitment to only 3 more books. Bill me 
an additional S3.99, plus shipping and handling . 

Mr./Mrs. 

(write book number) 

I I I I I 
37474 90 

37475 91 
If you select a book thal 

counts as 2 choices, write 
the first 4 digits of the book 
number in one row of boxes 

and 9999 in the next. 

Miss/Ms·-----------...,-1,,,_,,,-,,~,,,,..., 1 ________ _ 

Address -----------------Apt. ___ _ 

City ____________ state ____ Zip ____ _ 
Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only . Canadian members serviced from Canada, where offer is 
sl ightly different. Sales tax added where applicable. We reserve the right to reject any application. 

L __________________ ~0~11 192_J 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

People 1, Brucellosis Buffalo O 
The. 9th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap­

peals has ruled that the 11th Amend­
ment bars the Fund For Animals' suit 
against the state of Montana for par­
ticipating with the federals in a plan to 
hunt bison migrating out of Yellowstone 
National Park. Free from natural preda­
tors, the bison herd has increased be­
yond the park feed resources; migrat­
ing bison - infected with the microbe 
that gives domestic cows brucellosis 
and people undulant fever - pose a 
threat to cattle, people and resources 
outside the park. 

Assault Traps? 
Bronx Congressman Jim Shauer 

proposes to make trapping illegal in 
the United States. His bill, H.R. 1354, 
would not only outlaw the most com­
mon trap - the steel leghold - it would 
make it illegal to even "possess" fur 
from a "trapped animal." Huh? Do these 
pea-brains actually think a leghold trap 
leaves a mark on the fur? 

The Shauer bill would make it a 
felony (not a misdemeanor) to pos­
sess either a steel-jaw leghold trap or 
the fur from any animal caught in such 
a trap. The most astounding facet of 
fu~K~~o~fue~ctfu~fu~m~ 
guided piece of legislation started off 
with 115 co-sponsors - and not just 
the usual collection of legislative flakes, 
but some who certainly should know 
better. 

Banning the steel leghold trap would · 
not just be a deathblow to commercial 
trapping. The Wildlife Society, the pro­
fessional organization of wildlife biolo­
gists, has repeatedly stated its official 
conclusion, after years of study, that 
the steel-jaw leghold trap is the most 
efficient and humane tool for the job. 
Without it, they would be hamstrung. 
Private conservation organizations like 
Ducks Unlimited, the Isaak Walton 
League and the National Audubon So­
ciety agree. These groups also protect 
their preserves and control the over­
population of furbearers by means of 
the steel-jaw leghold trap. 

Animal rights groups have been 
pushing the ban with dishonest slo­
gans such as "Get a feel for fur -
slam your fingers in a car door." Here's 
our best offer to them: We'll stick any 
two bodily parts that contain a bone 
into a leghold trap, if we can slam any 
one of yours in a car door. 

The enforcement provision of the 
bill establishes that "any individual hav­
ing authority to enforce this act" may 
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conduct search and seizure and "make 
arrests without a warrant." The kicker? 
Any animal "rights" group that turns in 
a trapper, dealer or furrier in violation 
would get half the fine. 

The Grand Plan? 'The fur industry 
will be the first domino to fall," said 
Dan Mathews of People for the Ethical 
Treatment of Animals (PETA). Next in 
line are hunting, farming and biomedi­
cal research. "So what if we put a few 
businesses under?" 

But are "businesses" the real target 
of the bent-headed animal Nazis? Put­
ting People First states, " ... it is just 
the opening salvo in an agenda to dras­
tically reduce the human population 
through starvation and disease." 

"Humans have grown like a can­
cer," says PETA founder Ingrid Newkirk. 
"We're the biggest blight on the face of 
the earth." Call your congress per­
sons and ask if they support this bill. If 
they say yes, ask them if they've actu­
ally read it. 

Hunter Harasser Guilty 
A Montana jury of three men and 

three women has found a Missoula 
man guilty of hunter harassment, un­
der a Montana law that forbids anyone 
to interfere with the legal "taking" of an 
animal. Animal rights nutzoid John 
Li.liburn was charged with stopping 
hunter Hal Slemmer of Billings from 
shooting a buffalo last year, by stand­
ing in front of Slammer's rifle. Liliburn's 
lawyer immediately filed a notice of 
appeal and requested a stay of sen­
tence, which was approved. 

Animal Rights Book Donation 
Spurned 

A school board in Bloomsburg, 
Pennsylvania, has said "Thanks, but 
no thanks" to a donation of two animal 
rights propaganda pieces targeting 
young kids. The Animal Rights Hand­
book and Kids Can Save The Animals 
were turned down after the board voted 
to reject them. School director Carl 
Risch said the books "are riddled with 
insinuations that are meant to make 
non-conforming students feel guilty," 
adding that the books urge students to 
resist the use of animals In science 
classes, to demand vegetarian fare in 
school cafeterias and to boycott zoos, 
circuses and rodeos. 

One of the books, Kids Can Save 
The Animals, was written by Ingrid 
Newkirk, director of PET A. 'This is a 
fringe group and it has a lot of radical 
ideas, but they don't explain that to 

IN DEFENSE OF PEOPLE 

children," Risch said. PETA spokes­
man Steven Simmons said Kids Can 
Save The Animals is not propaganda. 
Riiiight. 

Who's Endangering Whom? 
Thus far, it has cost hundreds of 

millions of dollars to administer the 
Endangered Species Act (ESA), a well­
intentioned but seriously flawed law that 
has been a dismal failure at protecting 
endangered species, but which has 
become very successful at locking up 
millions of acres of land, throwing 
people out of work and depriving Ameri­
cans of their Constitutional rights to 
private property. 

The ESA is due for re-authorization 
in 1992, but Congressional leadership 
is trying to delay it until after the elec­
tions. The eco"Nazis are fighting to 
make the ESA even more draconian; 
some voices of moderation are hoping 
to alter it so it performs its intended 
purpose. 

As it stands now, the average cost 
for upkeep of an endangered species, 
according to 1985 estimates of the U.S. 
Fish and Wildlife Service, is $2.6 mil­
lion. Of the species currently under 
consideration for listing, some 65% are 
bugs, i.e., insects, crustaceans, gas­
tropods. For instance, there are 296 
"endangered" snails, 90 in Alabama 
alone. There are flies· from the 
Tabanidae family - bloodsuckers that 
even the radical National Wildlife Fed­
eration admits are "often serious pests 
of man and animals." Sounds to us like 
that qualifies them as perfect candi­
dates for a federal handout! 

Meanwhile, in the Pacific Northwest, 
the feds have set aside 6.9 million acres 
- an area larger than Massachusetts 
and Rhode Island combined - as spot­
ted owl habitat. The cost of this in 1990 
was $9.7 million, but is estimated by a 
congressional panel to cost 60,000 jobs 
and $3 billion in personal income -
and The Wall Street Journal reports a 
25% increase in the cost of wood prod­
ucts, directly attributable to the listing 
of the spotted owl. This spotted owl, 
incidentally, is genetically the same as 
the one which flourishes in California. 

Whoooo's in charge here? 
The local bumper sticker of choice 

in Oregon now is: Out Of Toilet Paper? 
Use a Spotted Owl! Good idea, but if 
you can't get a spotted owl, try the 
Congressional Record.'?( 
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Convert your Mini-14 
or 10/22 to the Max ... 

Currently in use by FBI , CIA and other elite law enforcement and military 
units. Featured in the movies "Total Recall" and "Delta Force''. Now 
available to you. Ideal for sportsmen, hunters and home security. 
Converts your barrel heavy long rifle to a compact exciting new weapon 
system. 26-1 /2" overall. Installs in minutes. No gunsmithing required. 
Made in USA of black space age reinforced polymer. 
10/22 Bullpup Stock $89.95 

$89.95 
$159.95 

Mini-14 Bullpup Stock 
Rem. 870, 12 Ga. Bullpup Stock, 20" barrel or longer 
Maximum Firepower! New 50 Round Magazine for 10/22. Easy-loading, reliable, 
and durable. Made in U.S.A. Only $34.95 
The Ultimate Firepower! New 90-Rd. Drum for Mini-14 and AR15/M16. Guaran­
teed to fit and ieed. Made in USA. Specify model. Only $69.95 

Tap Detector 
Protection for 
your phone, 
computer 
modem, 
FAX or 
telex. Lets you know 

when anyone is 
1 ~-' tapping your home 

or office phone. If the green 
light goes out you know some­
one is listening in! Order now 
and have peace of mind. 
#311400 (Retail $Se.) $29.95 

"THE BIG ONE" 
World's Largest 
Survival Knife 

it no matter how 
tough the task. 
• 5" watertight 
black aluminum 
hollow handle. 
• Liquid filled 
compass. 

•Leather 
sheath. 

•Survival 
Kit in 

handle. 
$29.95 

"BLACK BOOK OF DIRTY TRICKS" 
Improvised Munitions Handbook - the most 
sought after, impossible to obtain Army 
Manual. Revealing chapters on: Mines, Gre­
nades, Small Arms Weapons, Ammo, Mor­
tars, Rockets, Incendiary Devices, Fuses, 
Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. How to make 
Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns, and 
Rifles from easy to obtain materials and more! 
#BB $10.00 

Badges & 
ID Case 
Flaunt your 
Authority! 
6 Styles 

Nickel plated Professional badges - Special 
Investigator, Security G;.iard, Special Officer, 
Deputy Sheriff, Special Police, Private De­
tective. Specify model when ordering. 
#BS $9.95 

Ranger Vest 
Eight pockets to 
keep everything 
you need handy 
and at your side. 
Hide away hood 
in collar. Wood­
land camo. Im­
port but excel­
lent quality. 
S, M, L, XL. 
Only $39.95 

Fires .177 cal. pellets 

.22 CAL. TEAR GAS PISTOL 
Eight shot .22 caliber revolver fires tear -
gas or blanks as fast as you pull the 
trigger. Heavy-duty metal construction. 
Checkered grips. Comes with holster, 
tear gas and blanks. 
#260110 Blue 
#260120 Chrome 
Extra Tear Gas (10) 
Extra-Loud Blanks (50) 

$29.95 
$29.95 

$4.00 
$4.00 

Amazing "SUPER SNOOPER" 
Y.ou can hear a whisper at 100 yds., a car 
door shutting at 5 blocks; your dog hot on 
the trail 2 miles away. Extremely sensitive, 
pointable, electronic listening device am­
plifies all available sounds through head­
phones. Uses 9-volt battery. Warning: Not 
to be used for surveillance. 
#310300 Special Price $99.95 

"Super Phaser" Tear Gas 
The safest defense product available. High 
compression jet spray stops attackers at 
distances up to 20 feet. Makes them 
instantly helpless, causing extreme burn­
ing to eyes, nose and throat. Works on 
dogs, drunks, psychotics and drug users. 
#261201 $14.95 

"LITTLE BLACK BOX" 
Amazing device automatically starts your 
recorderwhenevertelephone is picked up 
and stops recorder when phone is hung 
up! Attaches anywhere along the line. 
Plugs into any recorder. Creates no inter­
ference or noise on the line. 1 "x2"x2". 
Warning: Not to be used for surveillance 
#310101 Alligator Clip $34.95 
#310102 Modular Plug $34.95 
New 10-Hour Recorder $159.95 

"Ninja" Pistol Crossbow ,,. 
Compact, silent and deadly. Powerful II 
40 lb. draw. Micro-adjusable sights. · 
Aluminum body, contoured pistol grips. 
11-1 /4" overall. Comes with 3 arrows. 
#214005 (Retail $69'95] $49.95 

• ORDERING INFORMATION 

II Cards 

.. ~ 

By Mail: Mail coupon or separate sheet with payment or credit card info 
to Supply Depot, 632 W. Algonquin Rd., Des Plaines, IL 60016 
By Phone: Call 1-708-640-7774. Have all information ready. 
Hours 9 AM to 5 PM CST Monday - Friday. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! 

~------------------, I Your Supply Depot, Ltd. 632 W. Algonquin Rd., #100 
I Phone: (708) 640-7774 Des Plaines, IL 60016 SF 1192 I 
I I 
I I 
I I 

Double Lock Handcuffs 
#270200 $15.95 

to 390 fps.6" rifled steel barrel. 
Incredible accuracy! Comes 
with 6 and 10-shot cylinders. 
#464403 (Retail $85) $69.95 •1 I ---------------1 I Powerful 70,000 Volt Mini-Zapper 

Smallest, lightest stun gun available. Packs a I I 
70,000 volt bite that will stop any attacker. Five I Name: - ----- ------------- -- I 
second jolt causes muscle spasms, dazed con-

1 Address: - ----·- - ------- ------ I dition, loss of balance, falling to the ground, but 
no permanent damage. Under no condition can I City/State/Zip: ---- ---- ----- ------ I 
you suffer a charge-back to your body. 1 year I D Please Send New 1992 Catalog. $1.00 Enclosed I 
warranty. Uses 9 volt battery. Supply Depot does not warrant that you may legally possess or carry air guns, stun guns. 
#310802 (Retail $69:-95) $49.95 I etc. By ordering you acknowledge that you are an adult and there are no legal restrictions . .J 

... _________________ _ 
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ADVENTURE QUARTERMASTER 

Parabellum 
Tools 

Viper Paddle 
Holster from 

De Santis 

: Desantis Holster & 
• Leather Goods has re-

Mitchell Arms is offering a replica, in nicely 
finished nickel, of the original disassembly/maga­
zine loading tool issued with the German 
P-08 pistol, for $9.95. The nickel finish is to comple­
ment the stainless steel P-08 recreation also mar­
keted by Mitchell. For more information on the 
pistol or tool, contact Mitchell Arms Inc., Dept. 
SOF, 3400 "I" West MacArthur Blvd. , Santa Ana, 
CA 92704; phone: 714-957-5711. 

• leased a new paddle 
: holster that is ergonomi-
• cally designed for all-day comfort - the Viper, style No. 65. 
• The Viper features a thermal-molded , self-locking polymer 
• paddle allowing the cant to be adjusted from butt-forward to 
• crossdraw, and any angle in between. No belt is necessary • • with the Viper, and its placement and removal are effortless. 
• The holster itself is made from premium saddle leather and is 
• available for most popular handguns. For more information, 
• contact Desantis Holster & Leather Goods, Dept. SOF, P.O . • • Box 2039, New Hyde Park, NY 11040-0701; phone: 516-

354-8000. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Doc Doolittle's 
Neoprene 

Shooter's Glove 

PYI Inc. introduces a 
new 2mm neoprene 
shooter's glove that's right 
on target - frigid digit pro­
tection for fishing , hunting , 
police and military applica­
tions . Once wet, most 
gloves aren't very warm -
but these are, just like a diver's wet suit. In use by police across the 
country , these gloves offer the ability to fire a weapon without removal. 
The fingers are pre-curved for comfort, and the glove provides a good 
grip on natural and synthetic surfaces. For more information, contact 
PTI Inc., Dept. SOF, 7831 196th St. S.W., Edmonds, WA 98020; 
phone: 206-670-8915. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

, Colorful New 
GunRunner 

The best camouflage isn 't always a "cam­
ouflage" look. The best camouflage is to look 
like everything else around you ; the new 
Michaels of Oregon "GunRunner" fanny-pack 
holster comes in bright yuppie colors , just like 
the millions of fanny packs you see bouncing 
along behind an equal number of compulsive 
runners all over the country. 

While the colors are designed to keep the 
armed undercover officer truly undercover, the design of the GunRunner 
makes it easy to carry, conceal and draw an autoloader or revolver from . 
The pack has three compartments: the rear one designed to conceal a 
handgun, the center one for extra ammo or gear, while the front compart­
ment contains a removable badge holder, secured with Velcro. 

The GunRunner is sold in police outlets and gun stores everywhere. 
For more details, contact Michaels of Oregon, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
13010, Portland OR 97213. 
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New Beretta 
Centurions 

Beretta U.S.A . has 
added two new models to 
their line of large-frame au­
toloading pistols: the Cen­
turions , available in 
9x19mm and .40 S&W. 
They are essentially the full­
frame Beretta 92F, but with 
a compact barrel and slide 
on a full -size frame. This 
gives a shorter overall 
length (7.8 inches, com­
pared to the 8.5-inch stan­
dard length) and lighter 
weight (32.2 ounces com­
pared to 34.4 ounces), but 
retains the full 16-round ca­
pacity of 9mm rounds in the 
92F, and the 11 rounds of 
.40 S&W in the 96 model. 
The Centurions are also of­
fered in double-action-only 
models. For more informa­
tion on Beretta's line of 
quality firearms, knives and 
accessories , contact 
Beretta U.S.A. , Dept. SOF, 
17601 Beretta Drive , 
Accokeek, MD 2060 7; 
phone: 301-283-2191 .~ 
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The Actual Jacket Worn by U.S. Navy "Top Gun" Pilots! 

The Authentic U.S. Navy Genuine Goatskin 
G-1 Flight Jacket 

leather Armor for Top Guns. 
It takes more than skill - it takes pure guts to land thirty 
tons of steel and explosives onto the heaving deck of a 
U.S. Navy flattop. So when the Navy designed a flight 
jacket for its pilots, only the best would do. These brave 
warriors deserved battle gear that would stand the test 
of time. Since 1938, the G-1 Leather Flight Jacket has 
been official military-issue to the brave pilots of the 
United States Navy. During World War II, the G-1 saw 
action in F-4U Corsairs and F-6F Hellcats. From there, 
it was on to the jet age: Korea and Vietnam, F2H 

Banshees and F-4 Phantoms. 
Today, the U.S. Navy G-1 is 

regulation issue gear to the world's most 
elite pilots, the " top guns" who rule the 
skies in carrier-launched F-14 Tomcats 
and F/A-18 Hornets . And Cooper 
Sportswear is proud to be the exclusive 
supplier of the goatskin G-1 's to the 
U.S. Navy. Now, through this special 

offer, you can own the verY. same jacket issued to U.S. Navy 
pilots. This is not a foreign-made rewoduction - this is the 
actual jacket SUQQlied to U.S. Naval Aviators. 

Made in the U.S.A. by Cooper, 
Official Supplier to the U.S. Navy. IN 

The Cooper G-1 is made in the U.S.A. using 
materials and methods specified by the 
U.S. Navy. Three pounds of premium 
goatskin ensure ruggedness and U. S . A . 
great looks. Knitted cuffs and waist band 
and a satin lining provide warmth and comfort. Official details 
include a lush pile collar, vented back, and regulation inside 
map pocket. As good as the G-1 looks brand new, it actually 
gets better looking once it's broken in. 

Pay just $50.42 per month. 
The Cooper U.S. Navy G-1 Flight Jacket can be yours for 
just $295* (plus $7.50 shipping and handling), payable in six 
convenient monthly installments of $50.42 charged to your 
credit card. Satisfaction guaranteed. If you are not delighted 
with your jacket, simply return it in original condition within 
30 days for exchange or refund. Order today. Available in even 
sizes 36-52 regular and long. Call about larger sizes (to 60) 
available for $65 more. 
Phone orders normally shipped next business day. © 1992 MBI 

CALL TOLL-FREE: 1-800-367-4534 
Willabee & Ward 
47 Richards Avenue 
Norwalk, Connecticut 06857 

CALL TOLL-FREE: 1-800-367-4534 

Satisfaction 
Guaranteed 

Please send me ___ Cooper G-1 U.S. Navy Goatskin Flight 
Jacket(s). 

Size (Even sizes 36-52): _ _ _ _ D Regular D Long 

For each jacket, charge 6 installments of $50.42* to my credit card. 

D MasterCard D VISA D Discover D American Express 

Credit Card # Exp. Date 

Name _____ ___ ~.,=~=s•~•R=1N=rc~,.=•R=~~-------

Address --- ----- ------- ---­

City/State/Zip-----------------­

Signature·------~~-~----------
(All orders subject to acceptance) 

D I prefer not to use a credit card and will pay by check. Enclosed is my 
check for $295 plus $7.50 shipping/handling, a total of $302.50* for 
each jacket. 

·Any applicable sales tax will be billed with shipment. 610-510 



Sudan 
Sudan People's Liberation Army appears poised 
to continue civil war despite loss of headquarters 
town of Torlt. SPLA troops, who are mostly 
Christian and animist, continue to hold some 
positions and show no sign of surrendering to 
Islamic fundamentalist government forces .. . 

Turkey 
Turkey dedicates giant 
Ataturk Dam on 
Euphrates. tightening Its 
control of Mideast water 
supplies. Dam is one of a 
series Turkey has built on 
Euphrates and Tigris r1ver 
systems, giving Turks 
substantial leverage over 
Syria and Iraq. both of 
which depend on 
Euphrates as a principal 
source of water ... 

Ukraine 
Ukrainian-Russian squabble over 
how to divide Black Seo fleet of 
former Soviet Union heats up 
when a frigate bolts from a 
training exercise. hoists Ukrainian 
flog and escapes to Odessa with 
Russian ships In pursuit. Ukrainian 
government announces It will 
keep the vessel ... 

Madagascar 
Opposition splinter group briefly seizes stote­
run radio station and declares overthrow of 
Marxist (until recently) President Didier 
Ratsiro k.a , who has run the Island country 
since 1975. Takeover attempt. which ended 
with four participants being captured, Is 
latest In a series of protests against 
Ratslrak.a 's rule going on now for more than 
a year .. . 

Lebanon 
Israeli air force continues 
to pound Hezbollah 
targets in southern 
Lebanon with two raids In 
early August; attacks 
were 23rd and 24th Israeli 
air strikes into Lebanon so 
far this year ... 

Khmer Rouge continues to violate terms 
of cease-fire accords by refusing to turn 
In their arms. Khmer claim Vietnamese 
troops are still In-country and that 
Phnom Penh government has not 
handed over sufficient weapons of its 
own to U.N. peacek.eepers ... 

• \ 

Afghanistan 
U.S. DEA estimates this year's 
opium output at 800 tons. 
double last year's yield. 
Afghans appear to be 
turning to opium as a means 
of financing postwar 
reconstruction and 
bankrolling continued 
conflict among guerrilla 
factions. which recently 
claimed more than l ,CXXJ 
lives In and around Kabul ... 

Jane 's Defense Weekly reports 
latest estimates of Iraqi eq uip­
ment inventory puts tonk force 
at 2.000 to 2.500, compared with 
5,000 to 5,500 tank.s prior to 
Desert Storm. APC and IFV force 
is down to 3,000. from 5, l 00 
before Gulf War. Iraqi air force Is 
said to have about 300 air 
frames left. of which ~ome 150 
have flown since April. Force 
hod more than 700 a ircraft 
before war ... 

Philippines 
Universal Studios and Walt 
Disney Co., of all people, 
have both asked to take 
over Sublc Bay naval base 
after U.S. Navy pulls out later 
this year. Universal wants to 
build a studio complex on 
the 98,000-acre site, while 
Disney Is proposing a Pacific 
Rim Disneyland. Other 
companies have suggested 
casinos. plastics manufactur­
ing or a shipyard. A commit­
tee headed by mayor of 
Olongopo is to recommend 
preferred use for the site ... 



Poland 
Polish government releases 287 cases of 
Czechoslovakian tank components that had 
been bound for Syria. Parts had been Im­
pounded since June. when it was discovered 
they had been described In shipping docu­
ments as auto parts ... 

Germany becomes first 
country to begin 
implementing Conven­
tional Forces in Europe 
treaty by starting 
destruction of excess 
tanks. The good news is 
that Initial batches of 
tanks to be cut up 
come from former East 
German inventory ... 

Israel 
Major explosion at Israel 
Military Industries' munitions 
plant at Nol Yam. north of Tel 
Aviv, destroys three under­
ground storage bunkers. kills 
three and injures 47. Blast. 
which caused millions In 
damages and deposited 
debris more than three miles 
away, was second major 
explosion at an Israeli 
munitions storage facility this 
year ... 

Checking a series of reverses. Armenian fighters in Nagorno­
Karabakh retake several villages and kill approximately 100 
Azerbaljanls in the process. Armenian KIAs are put at six 
dead ... 

Bosnia-Herzegovina 
U.N. Security Council passes resolu­
tion authorizing use of force to ensure 
relief supplies get through. Resolution 
comes following d isclosure of Serbian 
concentration camps in Bosnia­
Herzegovina. and In wake of a 
successful Serbian offensive forcing 
withdrawal of Croatian forces from 
Posavina region ... 

Kuwait 
Two U.S. mechanized Infantry 
and two armor companies 
from 1st Cavalry Division. an 
element of the 5th Special 
Forces Group, along with 
Amphibious Squadron One 
and the 11th Marine Expedi­
tionary Unit conducted joint 
training exercises with revived 
Kuwaiti armed forces. 
following renewal of Iraqi 
claims to Kuwait and three­
week standoff between 
Baghdad mob and U.N. 
inspectors In front of Iraq's 
agriculture ministry ... 

Sri Lanka 
Ten senior officers commanding 
government operations against 
liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam 
are killed by mine blast on 
recently recaptured Kayts Island. 
a few miles from Tigers' stronghold 
on Jaffna Peninsula .. . 

Vietnam 
Russia tells Vietnamese government It 
wants to continue to keep a military 
presence at former U.S. naval base at 
Cam Ranh Bay. Former Soviet Union 
previously announced its intention to 
pull out. but Russian military appears to 
be having second thoughts; it currently 
runs a communications facility at Cam 
Ranh and not much else ... 

Taiwan 
Bush administration Is 
reconsidering its long­
standing refusal to sell F-
l 6s to Taiwan. The 
reconsideration comes 
after reports of Taiwan's 
Interest in purchasing 100 
Mirage 2000-5 fighters from 
France. In June. Taiwan­
ese request to buy 150 
F-16Cs was turned down 
by U.S. Selling F-16s would 
save jobs at General 
Dynamics' Fort Worth 
plant. while signaling 
China of U.S. displeasure 
with Chinese human rights 
violations and missile sales 
to Third World .. . 

China 
China and Vietnam could 
be headed for a new 
military clash over 33 islands 
in the Spratly littoral. which 
both countries c laim. Oil 
exploration is presently 
underway in those Islands ... 

_,.. 



Grand Prize 
Your choice 

'I 
I I 

All-Expenses Paid Safari> , 
Round trip from NYC. JFK A/P to and from Johannesburg, South Africa, for one 
person. Transportation to and from hunting areas, guide, tracker and skinning 
fees paid. Daily hunting fees for up to ten days. Trophy fees for: 

A) 1 Greater Kudu Bull B) One Wildebeest Bull 
C) 1 Warthog D) 1 Impala Ram E) 1 Zebra 
F) 1 of either a Gemsbok, Blesbok or bush buck 
G) Shipping of the above capes and horns to World or 
Trek Taxidermy, Pueblo, Colorado 

·' 

An action-packed trip for two to the SOF Convention/Expo 
Sept. 15-19, 1993, Las Vegas, Nevada. Roundtrip airfare, 4 nights at the ~ 
Sands Hotel, $500 in spending money, full admission to the 
SOF Convention/Expo, plus all convention privileges!! 

Second Prize Ruger Magnum Rifle 
Win a Ruger Model 77 .375 H & H Magnum 

carried by RKB during 1992 African hunt. 

Th!rd, Fourth 
& ·. Fifth Prizes Inscribed Al Mar I<nives 



YES SIR! SIGN ME UP! 
D Enter my name, send me a 1-yr. sub. for $20.00. 
D Enter my name, send me a 2-yr. sub. for $38.00. 
D Enter my name in the sweepstakes only. 
D New subscription D Renewal 

D Payment enclosed (U.S. funds only) 
D MasterCard D Visa Exp. Date _____ _ 

Card # ________________ _ 

Signature ________________ _ 

l. 

~\i 
I 
I. 
17i 
4'h 
Ii: 

t 
l 
j; 

NAME------------------ r~: 

ADDRESS _______________ i 

CITY ________ STATE __ ZIP __ _ 

DAY PHONE 

EVE PHONE 

Payment must accompany order. Offer good in the U.S. and 
Possessions, including APO-FPO addresses, for a limited 
time only. Canada add $10.00 per year (includes GST 
#R128476249). Allow 6-8 weeks for delivery of first issue. 

POSTMARK DEADLINE: 20 November 1992 
SWEEPSTAKES DRAWING: 28 December 1992 

COL. BROWN'S IRONCLAD GUARANTEE 
If for any reason you're dissatisfied, cancel your 
subscription and we'll refund the unused balance. 

No questions asked, period. 

(SEE ATIACHED SWEEPSTAKES RULES) 
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COMBAT WEAPONCRAFT 
Marksmanship: Closeup & Professional by Andy Stanford 

Some who watched laser-guided 
bombs impacting targets in Kuwait and 
Iraq have prematurely announced the 
demise of infantry combat. But, as 
readers of this magazine know, for ev­
ery Desert Storm, there are dozens of 
Panamas, Grenadas and Vietnams. 
Sorry fo lks, Star Wars hoopla to the 
contrary, the days of the small unit 
action are far from over. 

Despite the fact that combat marks­
manship is as important as ever, it is 
becoming something of a lost art. What 
makes this even more surprising is that 
a lot of good work has been done in 
this field during the last decade or so 
by private-sector entities - API / 
Gunsite, the Soldier Of Fortune Three­
Gun Match, and the Southern Califor­
nia Tactical Combat Program conspicu­
ous among these. 

Much of the problem with today's 
general rifle training stems from a fail­
ure to understand the goal of such 
instruction. What is ultimately needed 

by the "infantryman, comma, one each" 
(i.e., non-sniper) is accurate fire, deliv­
ered quickly from field firing positions, 
at ranges usually not more than 200 
meters. 

In fact, the truth of the matter is that 
most engagements occur far closer. 
Fortunately, weaknesses in a unit's 
shooting skills can usually be corrected 
through local initiative, depending on 
the availability of training ammunition 
and a range - and the permission or 
forgiveness of the officer in charge, as 
applicable - along with a clear focus 
on the goal. 

Appropriate lecture is the first step. 
A minimized syllabus consistent with 
the K.l.S.S. principle will provide the 
best results, especially since most 
people would rather shoot than listen 
to an instructor, anyway. Material cov­
ered should include marksmanship fun­
damentals (zero, sight picture and trig­
ger control), field firing positions and 
gun handling, as described below. 

However, before any weapons train­
ing begins, a brief but thorough discus­
sion of firearms safety is always in or­
der. Four rules , as articulated by Jeff 
Cooper at Gunsite, serve to cover this 
subject well: 

1. All guns are always loaded. 
2. Never let your muzzle cover any­
thing you are not willing to destroy. 
3. Keep your finger off the trigger, un­
less the sights are on the target. 4. Be 
sure of your target and what is 
beyond. 

With everyone aware of what is re­
quired to keep from shooting someone 
accidentally, instruction can commence 
regarding what is necessary to shoot 
someone on purpose. 

Before a rifleman can use the sights 
to align his rifle with the target, the 
weapon must be zeroed (sighted in). 
With the weapon zeroed, the sights 
can now be used to align it with the 
target. Those issued iron-sighted weap­
ons must be taught the importance of 

The Leader in Surveillance and 
· · Detection "rechnology 

Night Vision(I, II, & 111 Gen.) 

AN/PVS-4 Weapon Sight 
s329500 New with Excellent 

Cond. Intensifier 

AN/PVS-78 
Mono-Tube 

Goggle (II Gen.) 

s4500°0 
(Mil. Spec.) 

SC/Stano-500 
Pocket scope 
$3395°0 

NVG-500 
Starlight 
Goggles 

ssaso~ 

Catalog 
~400 

AN/PVS-28 
Weapon Sight 

M18 Infrared Binocular REcoNo. 
• 4.5x Optics 
• 'Cat' Lenses 
• Uses 1 'C' Battery 
• S-1 Photocathode 

s1195oo 

Seismic Intrusion 
Detection 

AN/PSR·1A 
Wire-Intrusion 
Device 

s1 a9500 Plus $100. for 
weapon mount. s27500 

AN/TVS-28 MINI-NOD 
Reconditioned Unit 

s3550°0 
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STANO Components 
P.O. Box 2048 · Carson City, Nevada 89702 

(702) 246-5281 / (702) 246-5283 I Fax (702) 246-5211 
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focusing on the front sight, not the tar­
get. The combat rifleman will need to 
use an adjusted point of aim ("Ken­
tucky windage") - instead of adjusting 
the sights as competitive match shoot­
ers do - to provide lead on moving 
targets, hold off for wind drift, and hold 
over for bullet drop. 

Trigger control is the key to marks­
manship, in combat as well as on the 
range. Students must understand that 
the trigger needs to be pressed 
smoothly, straight to the rear. Natu­
rally, just how well each shooter can 
accomplish this will on ly become ap­
parent during live fire . Nonetheless, 
stressing th is point in lecture - and 
discussing flinching, the No. 1 enemy 
of good shooting - will reap benefits 
on the range and in the field . 

An understanding of shooting posi­
tions is essential for applying the above 
fundamentals in the "real world ." Prone, 
kneeling , offhand and perhaps squat­
ting positions have the most utility to 
the combat rifleman . Instruction in the 
correct use of artificial support is an­
other necessary departure from a com­
petitive marksmanship curriculum: The 
target shooter's loop sling is rarely , if 
ever, used in combat firing . 

Clearly, firing in combat often in­
volves more than getting into position 

NOVEMBER 92 

U.S. Marines on patrol in Lebanon: 
Life in combat is not a KD range. 
Photo: Fred Reed 

in a leisurely manner and firing a shot. 
Therefore , gun-handling skills are re­
quired to facilitate .quick and positive 
manipulation of the weapon under 
stress , without conscious thought. 
Loading , reloading , carrying , and pre­
senting the weapon should be taught, 
with an emphasis on efficiency and 

economy of motion (and on safety rules 
2 and 3). Malfunction clearance is an­
other important subject, and all stu­
dents should be shown the immediate 
action required to clear common 
weapon stoppages. 

Obviously, classroom-type instruc­
tion on these topics will not impart pro­
ficiency with a weapon in and of itself. 
The only way shooting skills will be­
come reflexive is through hands-on rep­
etition. A building-block approach to 
live-fire training is best, as this takes 
into account the fact that the students 
must "walk before they can run." The 
following steps provide this logical pro­
gression: 

1. Firing groups prone over sup­
port: This phase of training accom­
plishes two things: The shooter can 
zero his weapon and also practice 
sighting and squeezing the trigger with­
out the additional problem of a shaky 
firing position . 

2.Slowfire from fie ld positions : 
Shooting should be done at a fairly 
close range initially, to build shooter 
confidence. Practicing a correct shoot­
ing position and marksmanship funda­
mentals are the goals of this stage of 
training. 

Continued on page 69 
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BATTLE BLADES Blades For Black Berets 
Text & Photo by Greg Walker 

Richard Batson has been making 
knives since 1958, fashioning his first 
blades for friends who couldn't afford 
expensive combat knives. Since then, 
he figures he's made over 500 knives. 
turning to the trade as a full-time 
bladesmith in 1972. Batson specializes 
in combat cutlery, his clients being al­
most all military professionals, mostly 
members of U.S. Army special opera­
tions units. The demands of special 
warfare are well known to Batson, 
whose background includes more than 
one tour of combat in Southeast Asia 
as a Green Beret. 

One hears about Richard's work by 
word of mouth. He does not court cut­
lery collectors, nor does he depend 
upon knifemaking to pay his bills. 

"I enjoy making my knives because 
I know they'll be used," Baton offered 
during a recent interview. "That's why I 
price them all the way I do. Most PFCs 
can't afford a really good knife. I know 
I couldn't when I was in the service." 
Indeed, Batson allows a 40% discount 
to active-duty military personnel, his 
priority of work related to how soon a 
soldier needs one of his several blade 
models. "I rely on APO addresses to 
verify their military status," Richard 
says, "although if I talk to a man long 
enough, I can tell if he's for real or not." 

I was fortunate enough to receive 
four examples of Richard's work for 
review and evaluation. Two were bor­
rowed back from active duty sources, 
the remainder coming from the maker"s 
limited on-hand inventory. My primary 
interest concerned itself with the Batson 
Ranger Knife (model B-RK), a combat 
blade immensely popular with the 
Army's Ranger battalions over the past 
several years. 

"Richard Batson is the unofficial 
knifemaker to the Rangers," one source 
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The Batson Ranger Knife has seen 
service in Central America and the 
Persian Gulf. As a combat knife, it is 
one of the more original designs 
available. 

told me. "His Ranger Knife pattern was 
approved by the Regiment, and he en­
joys a strong following within the unit." 

So popular are Batson's creations 
that USSOCOM commander General 
Carl Stiner owns several of his combat 
blades. A presentation B-RK was re­
cently donated to the Ranger Regi­
ment at Fort Benning, Georgia, for an 
upcoming regimental ceremony. No 
other custom knifemaker enjoys this 
kind of relationship with the Army's 
"Black Berets." 

Our evaluation knife features 
Richard's standard clip-point grind, al­
though he offers four other grind varia­
tions depending upon what a client's 
needs are. The blade form is reminis­
cent of the Vietnam-era "SOG Recon" 
combat knife, developed by Ben Baker 
at the request of SOG's ground opera­
tors. Batson·s is a fully functional blade 
pattern that makes the most of the 
uniquely American bowie concept so 
favored by Bo Randall. 

At 7.5 inches long, the blade is 
ground from 1/.-inch 01 Parkins steel, 
the only cutlery steel Richard will work 
with. A 3-inch sharpened clip is present 
(to enhance penetration while allowing 
for effective back-slashing), as is a 
three-tooth sawback pattern capable 
of cutting aircraft aluminum such as 
found on the MH-60 helicopter. 

Batson variable-hardens his blades, 
a process that allows for a hard edge 
and softer blade back. This translates 
into a knife both durable and tough at 
the correct stress points. At Fighting 
Knives magazine. I've broken more 

than one supposed "combat knife" un­
der minimal field conditions; most of 
these blades were lacking the harden­
ing processes applied to the B-RK. 

Both the pommel and double guard 
are formed from steel, with a lanyard 
hole present at the base of the pom­
mel for those wishing the added secu­
rity of a field cord. The guard is like­
wise drilled, each hole allowing a fix­
ture point should you need to lash the 
knife to a stout stick, forming a field­
expedient survival spear. This is a prac­
tical feature to have on one's knife. For 
example, the Army's "C"-level SERE 
course teaches construction of just 
such a spear to its students for both 
food gathering and self-defense. 

Our blade was Parkerized, although 
four alternate fin ishes are available 
upon request. Parkerizing protects the 
blade from excessive rusting, discol­
oration and pitting, while cutting down 
on the steel"s natural tendency to re­
flect light. Most Rangers prefer a black­
ened knife, as their operations take 
place during the hours of darkness, an 
environment where sharpened "signal 
mirrors" are frowned upon. 

Batson offers his handles in small, 
medium and large sizes, seeking to 
custom-fit each knife to the hand of his 
client. Micarta and CocoBolo are of­
fered as handle materials, both ex­
tremely durable and resistant to wear, 
heat damage, cracking, splitting, and 
moist environments . Our evaluation 
model arrived in a CocoBolo format, 
far more attractive than Micarta. 

Sheath wise, Richard depends upon 
Sullivan's Leather, in Tampa, Florida. 
Each scabbard is double-stitched, with 
reinforcing copper rivets (blackened) 
added to further ensure the sheath's 
staying together under adverse condi­
tions. A single strap- 'n'-snap security 
system locks the Ranger into its leather 
home, with a nylon cord present on the 
belt loop, which can be slipped over 
the knife's handle and tightened for 
additional security. An adequate leg 
tie-down cord is also present. 

The B-RK is nicely balanced, tend­
ing to be blade-heavy. The knife is 
well-suited for light to medium chop­
ping activities, although I would rec­
ommend the saw feature be replaced 
with Batson's anvil back. This will allow 
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the knife to be used in conjunction with 
a wooden club or mallet for serious 
splitting chores. Edge-holding is excel­
lent, with touch-up work accomplished 
using a diamond hone. The sharpened 
false edge works well and is truly sharp. 
Grind lines were clean , crisp and bal­
anced. We did not attempt sawing 
through an aircraft frame, as one was 
not available. 

The medium handle runs slightly 
lean , allowing for an exceptionally 
strong grip to be realized when the 
knife is in-hand. In addition , Batson 
sculpts a series of finger alignment 
"grooves" into the handle to further 
enhance grip retention . These are 
thoughtfully spaced and more than ad­
equate where size is concerned. Un­
like most such grooves. these did not 
feel awkward , nor did they detract from 
the knife"s usefulness during employ­
ment. 

Overall , the Batson Ranger Knife is 
as capable a combat blade as one 
could hope to own. Its design/applica-

No other custom 
knifemaker enjoys 

this kind of 
relationship 

with the Army's 
"Black Berets." 

!ion is sensible, based upon the maker's 
firsthand experience in the jungles of 
Vietnam and Laos. Workmanship was 
superb on all four models. with fit and 
finish considerations revealing Batson's 
expertise as a painstaking craftsman. 
More impressive is the reasonable price 
structure offered by Richard to his cli­
ents. At a time when far too many 
cutlery outlets are asking for the moon, 
Batson asks only for a fair wage where 
his work is concerned . 

Also reviewed were the Batson 
Ranger Dagger, Small Ranger model 
and the Batson Combat Knife. Each 
displayed unique design as well as solid 
construction and attention to detail. The 
Ranger Dagger is nearly as popular as 
the B-RK among the Regiment's per­
sonnel. Batson told me. 

I heartily recommend the combat 
creativity of Richard Batson, the Ranger 
Regiment's preferred knifemaker. For 
further information regarding prices and 
ordering , contact this extraordinary 
bladesmith at (703) 532-5276, or write 
to Dept. SOF. 6239 N. 22nd St., Ar­
lington , VA 22205.~ 
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A combination of the finest quality 
materials and classic styling add up to 
the Blackjack Classic Model 1-7 ... the 
award winning blade with one of the 
sharpest edges you will ever own. 

We took the best features of a classic 
design, added others that we especially 
liked and included crafted Blackjack 
blade geometry to create the "American 
Made Knife of the Year" as voted by our 
peers in the industry. 

Beautiful, durable and practical. The 
performance and strength of the 
Classic Model 1-7 is so outstanding 
that we guarantee it for life. Ask your 
dealer today for this classic design 
available at a price you can afford. 

NO GIMMICKS ... JUST PERFORMANCE 

CRAFTED Will-I PRIDE 

INll-IE USA 

BLACKJACK KNIVES, LTD 
Classic Blades 

1307 W. Wabash Ave. 
Effingham, IL 62401 

217/347-7700 
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SOf 'S 1993 
AFRICAN 
SAFARI 

You started reading about Africa in the first 

issue of Soldier of Fortune Magazine; now 50F can 

help you hunt Africa and experience the thrill of 

Africa's big game. 

THE 1993 SAFARI SEASON 
SOF's Outdoor Editor, Galen L. Geer, has 

arranged for a May, 1993 Safari where a 
limited number of SOF readers can join Soldier 
Of Fortune Editor Publisher Robert K. Brown 
and Geer on a 10-day South African and 
Zambian Safari. 

In addit ion to the Safari, SOF Magazine 
and Geer are now offering a complete African 
Safari booking service through an agreement 
with Roe's Safaris and one of the country's top 
travel agencies. SOF and Geer will map out 
your Safari, planning your hunt in South Africa 
and Zambia for the best trophy opportunities. 

An SOF safari can include buffalo and lion 
with trophy plains game of your choice. SOF 

Safari will arrange transportation, solve passport 
problems, and your adventure will be with Roe's 
Safari, one of the top African outfitters. 

The SOF Safari service is 
available for an individual 
hunter or sportsmen who want 
to take advantage of group 
discounts. 

Let SOF's world-traveling 
experience and internat ional 
connections get you to Africa 
to hunt the world you've only 
read about until now. 

For more information on the 
1993 Safari Season, including 
rates for both the SOF Safari or 
other bookings write: 

SOf Safari 
P.O.Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 



FLAK 

LOOKING FOR WAR IN ALL THE 
WRONG PLACES 

I've just finished reading "Looking 
for War in All the Wrong Places'' [Sep­
tember '92). I served with many of the 
guys mentioned in the article. 

I was in the same platoon as "Attila 
the Hun" for about a month. He was 
forever bitching about the hygienic con­
ditions in our combat zone. Spent most 
of his time in the cookhouse compul­
sively cleaning everything in sight. A 
decent guy, but no soldier. 

As for Kevin , I have to take sharp 
exception to Rob Krott's referring to 
him as a "kid ." I served with Kevin at 
Vincovci and knew him as a bighearted 
guy I'd be proud to share a foxhole 
with any day. He was a man and a 
good soldier who did a lot more for 
Croatia than the nose-in-the-air Mr. 
Krott. So what if Kevin had a bad­
conduct discharge, drank like the 
Irishman he was, hung around in broth­
els and brawled with the MPs? It's what 
a guy does in the field that counts. 

I ran into a lot of military tourists like 
Krott in Croatia. They drop around, take 
a few phony Rambo pictures, sneer at 
real soldiers and then boogie off to sell 
articles to SOF. 

As for the "stewed to the gills" Croat 
soldier at the train station, it was guys 
like \him who stopped the communist 
tanks at Vukovar with little more than 
AKs and Rakija. Lots of Croats have 
bad teeth; it's a poor country, Mr. Krott. 

Tom Chittum 
Lake Hopatcong, New Jersey 
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FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION 
BROUHAHA 

I would like to reply to the letter in 
the June ·92 "FLAK" by Mr. Joel Neale. 
I will agree with you on one point, Mr. 
Neale: The USMC is the finest fighting 
force in the world . I would like to point 
out that the Legion is neither poorly 
trained nor backward, but a fine pro­
fessional body of soldiers. I have my 
suspicions that you couldn't take the 
training or discipl ine of military life. That 
being the case, you would never make 
it in the USMC, either. 

David Moore 
London, England 

In response to this letter and an­
other one by Wayne Reveen in our 
August ·92 "FLAK" column, Mr. Neale 
writes: 

"I went to the Legion, not believing 
all its lore, but expecting a physical, 
disciplined and trained army ready to 
fight at a moment's notice, anywhere, 
anytime. Believe me, I researched the 
topic well in advance, even receiving 
literature from the Legion 's headquar­
ters in Aubagne. 

Like any army, the Legion has its 
share of enlisted GI bullshit, but it would 
have been nice to get in shape or at 
least learn some fighting maneuvers 
and tactics. All I learned was how to 
sing and march 88 steps a minute. And 
when I got to 2REP it wasn 't much 
better. 

In my section of 52 men at Instruc­
tion (the first four months of Basic) , the 

attrition rate was two guys and that 
was because of a broken ankle and a 
heart condition. I finished honor Le­
gionnaire out of 50, with no physical 
challenge whatsoever. In four months, 
I think we ran 10 times. " 

Joel Neale 
Vernon, British Columbia 

BAD DEAL FOR BO 
Repeal of the federal income tax? 

Abolition of the Federal Reserve? Strict 
adherence to the Constitution? James 
"Bo" Gritz sounds like a winner. He'd 
certainly be a viable alternative to the 
economic miasma of the Reagan-Bush 
years. Viva Bo! 

Emmett Wofford 
El Paso, Texas 

don't know Colonel Gritz ["Bo 
Knows Politics," September '92), and I 
don't dispute most of Jim Pate's ar­
ticle, but I think you should turn your 
reporters to do some research on Bush 
and his New World Order. 

This New World Order will destroy 
the United States as we know it. If you 
will do some research, you will find that 
it will make the U.S. subservient to the 
United Nations. 

I would direct you to the "Interna­
tional Convent on Civil and Political 
Rights," to which the United States is a 
signatory. This will allow George to turn 
rule over to the United Nations in the 
event he declares a national emer­
gency, such as the drug problem or 
riots in L.A. It will allow U.N. peace­
keeping forces to come into the United 
States and suspend the U. S . 
Constitution. 

I don't know Jim Pate, but he cer­
tainly seems to be a big Bush sup­
porter. I don't know Eustace Mullins, 
but apparently he has done quite a bit 
of research on the Federal Reserve 
System, wh ich is neither federal nor 
reserve . It is owned by private banks, 
of which one or more is owned by 
Jewish interests in England. That is a 
fact and just to tell the truth does not 
make one anti-Semitic, anti-black, anti­
white , anti-American or anti-anything. 

If you think the Democrats are bad 
and want to take away guns and make 
the federal government bigger, just wait 
until George Bush has his way. Cer­
tainly, neither Bush nor Clinton are in­
terested in preserving the American 
way of life. They are both only inter­
ested in a global society, with the su-
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I 0,000 FIREARMS BARGAINS 
Are you a gun trader? Gun collector? 
Or are you just plain interested in guns? 
If you are, you'll profit from reading the 
bargain-filled columns of SHOTGUN 
NEWS, published 3 times each month. It's 
the leading publication for the sale, pur­
chase and trade of firearms and acces­
sories of all types. Established in 1946, 
THE SHOTGUN NEWS has aided thou-

Sh[®tr:mun 
news 

THE TRADING POST 
sands of gun enthusiasts locate firearms, 
both modern and antique -- rifles, shot­
guns, pistols, revolvers, scopes, mounts ... 
all at money-saving prices. The money you 
save on the purchase of any one of the 
more than 10,000 listings 3 times a month 
more than pays your subscription cost. 
You can't afford to be without this unique 
publication. As it says on the cover, it's 

FOR ANYTHING THAT SHOOTS 

"THE TRADING PmT FOR ANYTHING THAT SHOOTS". 
Minimum Advertising Rates - Maximum Results 

Write for Media Kit 36 ISSUES fl Yearl ONLY $20.00! 
THE SHOTGUN NEWS 

P.O. BOX 669, HASTINGS, NEBRASKA 68902 
PHONE 1-402-463-4589 FAX 1-402-463-3893 

• 

MASTERCARD & VISA = 
SUBSCRIPTIONS ONL y ! VISA 

CALL 1-800-345-6923 
Please Charge My Order to: D MasterCard D VISA 
Card Number _ _________ ___ _ Exp. Date __ _ 

Enclosed find remittance for$ __ . Kindly sent! me THE SHOTGUN NEWS for _ yearisl 

108 Issues $58.00 72 Issues $39.00 36 Issues $20.00 
(3 Years) (2 Years) {1 Year) 

Canada, Mexico, and all other foreign countries, $100.00 ·SAMPLE COPY $3.00 

(Please Print) 

NAME ----- ----------------

ADDRESS------------- -------

CITY ---------------------
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per-rich in control and all of us as 
slaves. 

George and his "free trade" policy 
has sent and will send millions of jobs 
overseas and put millions more Ameri­
cans out of work. Let's have some ar­
ticles on this to help wake up the Ameri­
can people before it is too late. 

William S. McClelland 
Altoona, Florida 

After reading the September 1992 
article on Bo Gritz, I am not going to 
renew my subscription. 

The hatchet-job article by Jim Pate 
must have been written for him by the 
Anti-Defamation League. Mr. Brown, 
why nat look at yourself. You are a 
pro-Zionist stooge because Jewish 
magazine dealers control newsstand 
circulation . 

You don 't know beans 
about the background of Op­
eration Desert Storm. We 
fought it for Israel. Truly, the 
Zionist Jews have befouled the 
United Sates. Their influence 
into SOF is so obvious. If you 
would read "The Spotlight" you 
might learn what's really going 
on . 

Fred Huntley 
Nevada City, 
California 

MORE ON L.A. RIOTS 
After reading the article en­

titled "War Zone Los Angeles" 
in the August '92 issue, I won-
der: Is Jim Morris the nom de plume of 
former President Jimmy Carter? 

The noble pose of understanding 
the oppressed is worthy of the Tooth 
Fairy himself. 

But then I don't blame Jim Morris 
for espousing pacifism in his story as 
much as I blame your editors for pub­
lishing the story. You are getting soft in 
the head. 

Next, in a future issue, I expect to 
read that, as "responsible" citizens, you 
have voluntarily turned in your guns, 
and all day long you go around hum­
ming "Imagine" by John Lennon. 

Mike Crawford 
Cumming, Georgia 

I can 't tell you how disappointed I 
was in your decision to carry Jim Morris' 
"War Zone Los Angeles" in your Au­
gust '92 issue. Seems Mr. Morris was 
feathering his nest by adding to his 
writer's portfolio while pandering to the 
typical Southern California media "po­
litically correct" mentality. 

He plays softball with the 
unimpressive Mayor Bradley while "dis­
ing" out the usually capable former 
LAPD Ch ief Darryl Gates as 
"yesterday's man." He fawns over TV 
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reporter Jody Baskerville for her (un­
deniable) courage while glibly glossing 
over the predominantly boneheaded 
reporting that we were served up dur­
ing the riots; and he describes the LA 
Times' coverage of the LAPD as "some­
times biased ." (That's ·like calling 
Pravda 's Cold War international news 
coverage "sometimes pro-Soviet!" 

Let SOF be SOF: Granted that 
LAPD (and Gates) mishandled the ri­
ots - but let's not make liberal bleed­
ing-heart excuses for the murder and 
mayhem that transpired simply be­
cause Gates and his prestigious LAPD 
have at times been less than perfect 
over the years. 

Mike O'Donnell 
San Bernardino, California 

··~ 

Jim Morris responds: 
Times have changed. After years 

of being bashed by liberals for having 
fought in Vietnam, I am now getting 
hate mail from SOF readers for my 
piece on the L.A. riots. 

Some of the criticism is justified. I 
did not mention that the national media 
hadn 't played the entire Rodney King 
tape because I didn 't know it. The me­
dia must bear responsibility for not re­
porting information that they had in their 
possession, but that is another article. 

Some readers seem to think I said 
the officers were guilty. I did not cover 
the trial, do not have all the facts , and 
have no opinion on that. I merely re­
ported that the verdict was not well­
received by the city, which should be 
self-evident by now. 

Other readers think that shoot-to­
kill orders should have been issued to 
the police. Probably such an order 
would have more than halved the death 
toll and cut property damage by two­
thirds. But there is no political support 
for such a move here - none. The 
guy who issued the order would have 
gone to jail. 

I believe that the vast majority of 
blacks and Hispanics in this city are 

decent people who did not riot and 
were the principal victims of the riots. 
The damage in South-Central will be 
there for years. In my neighborhood 
everything was up and running in a 
week. 

It is a fact that many members of 
minorities in L.A. are scared to death 
of the cops. The city has paid out mil­
lions of dollars in judgments for false 
arrests, wrongful beatings and wrong­
ful deaths, just in the 18 months I 've 
lived here. 

I still believe that the majority of 
LAPD officers are professionals, cool 
in a crisis and as fair as they can be. 
But some of them are not, and just like 
a drunk soldier on pass, one guy with 
an attitude makes them all look bad. 

As for Gates, most of the people 
who criticized me for holding 
him responsible admitted 
themselves that he had 
screwed up. Nine years I was 
in the Army, and I know of too 
many incidents where com­
manders got good people 
killed, then skated because 
they were in the old-boy net­
work. Gates set the tone for 
his department. 

The blacks are here, so are 
the Hispanics, legal or illegal, 
like it or not. Their opinions 
don 't have to be agreed with, 
but they have to be acknowl­
edged. All the minorities in L.A. 
constitute a majority now. 
Which means that when mil­

lions of people become so pissed off 
that they are willing to burn down their 
own neighborhoods, you have to at 
least take a look to see if they have a 
legitimate bitch. 

When I wrote this article I was try­
ing to be impartial. I have covered and 
been in many fights. I have never seen 
one where all the good guys were on 
one side. Life ain 't that simple. 

OFF-DUTY AND ARMED 
Re : "Let Off-Duty Cops Carry" 

["Command Guidance," August '92] : 
We don't need to support H.R. 4897 

when we have the Second Amend­
ment to the Bill of Rights . 

If all off-duty cops were armed, no 
one would be safe anywhere near a 
bar. Off-duty cops are forever shoot­
ing each other in and near bars. 

The Second Amendment makes a 
lot more sense. As far as I know the 
word "infringed" has not acquired a new 
meaning even in Newspeak. All we 
have to do is convince our leaders to 
obey the Supreme Law of the Land -
our Constitution . 

Peter E. Ozols 
Darien Connecticut 
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Yes, I'd like to order frames 
at $24.95. {P&H included) 

Each cover comes complete with custom-fitted 
lucite frame and display stand. Simply send a 
clear focused color print (the larger the better). 
Negatives, slides and wallet size photos are not 
acceptable. Your photo will be returned to you in 
its original condition along with the finished 
cover in about 2-3 weeks. For quicker delivery 
your cover can be shipped Air Express within 7 
days {please add $5.00 per cover). We reserve 
the right to reject any photos that do not meet 
SOF's standards of taste and decency. Please 
mail your photo with stiffening to prevent creas­
ing. 

PUT YOUR 
FAVORITE FACE ON 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE 

Your Favorite Color Photo 
on a simulated cover 

Great Gift 

Just $24.95 

HEADLINES AVAILABLE 
•America's Secret Weapon 
•Warrior of the Year 
•Female Warrior Destroys 

Commie Platoon 
•World's Most Dangerous Mere 

Check the headline you want and number of 
photo(s) on back. 
_America's Secret Weapon-1 
_ Warrior of the Year-2 
_ Female Warrior Destroys Commie Platoon-3 
_ World's Most Dangerous Merc-4 

Name --------------

Address-------------

City State Zip 
Pay by check, money order or charge it to 

MasterCard Visa 

_ American Express 

Card# ----------Exp. __ 

Signature - -----------­

Date --------------
Check Method of Shipping Desired 

_ Standard UPS {total $24.95 per photo) 

Air Express (total $29.95 per photo) 
Make checks payable to Soldier of Fortune Cover 
Offer. Florida residents add 6% sales tax. 
Send completed coupon, payment and photo to 
Soldier of Fortune Cover Offer, c/ o Fotozines, 
4210 L.B. Mcleod Rd ., Ste. 115, Orlando, Fl 
32Bl 1 
Please give us a phone number where you may 
be reached during the day should we have o 
question about the order L_J ____ _ 



Every cop I have ever talked to is 
anti-gun. Every cop I see on TV is anti­
gun. Every cop who writes to the news­
papers is anti-gun. Sure. they say 
they are pro-gun. Then when you talk 
to them it's "but we ought to register 
handguns" or "there is no reason to 
own an assault rifle." 

Why would I want to give a cop a 
privilege when they don't even want to 
give me my rights? When they get into 
trouble off-duty let them call 911 and 
let the police protect them just like all 
the anti-gun pukes want me to do. 

Name Withheld 
Vancouver , Washington 

"Let Off-Duty Cops Carry." Hell. yes. 
And all citizens without mental prob­
lem and criminal records. too! It's called 
the Second Amendment. Not just cops 
but all good citizens are obligated by 
our Constitution to responsibly carry 
arms. concealed or exposed . and sup­
port and protect our loved ones . our 
life and our property. 

Frederick V. Bowles 
Oakland . California 

I ag ree that there is a bewildering 
variety of local laws. rules and inter­
pretations concerning gun carry per­
mits in the United States. But I am 
wondering about the ramifications of 
local off- duty cops (and retired cops) 
having the right to carry anywhere in 
the United States as proposed by Bill 
H.R. 4897 in the Congress . 

The major reason these cops want 
to carry a concealed weapon is to pro­
tect their own ass. Protecting others is 
a "benefit" that might occur. Giving off­
duty and retired cops national-carry 
permits would make it harder for law­
abiding ci tizens to obtain a concealed 
carry permit. 

The reasoning is very simple. Since 
cops (and retired cops) now can have 
their carry permit for life. why would 
they want a "civilian" to carry concealed. 
Remember. retired cops are not cops . 
but only "citizens" like you and me. 
They have no police powers . Why 
should they have more power than me? 
I probably have more knowledge about 
guns than most cops. 

Cops will become elitists and above 
the law. as Congress is today. I'm afraid 
that th is proposition for off-duty cops 
(and retired cops} to carry nationwide 
at anytime/anywhere until death wi ll 
prove to be the deathblow for law-abid­
ing citizens to obtain carry permits. 

William R. Salvesen 
Sundown Arms Co. Inc. 
Palisades Park, New Jersey~ 
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Comr>asses 

$89.50 

Stocker & Yale offers mili tary 
watches which conform to 
MIL-W-46.374E. Shown is a 
general-purpose analog with 
tri tium self-illumination. 

Stocker & Yale Inc. has 
manufactured instruments for 
over 40 years, supplying 
reliab le compasses to the U.S. 
Army, Marine Corps and 
foreign armies. STOCKER & 
YALE is the largest U.S. 
manufacturer of compasses. 

Milila101 Walches 

To Order Call: 1·800·800·7630 
SOF Magazine or mail to: 
Soldier of Fortune P.O. Box 693 
Boulder Co, 80306 
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MasterCard CJ Visa CJ 
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dut y hours that severely 
embarrassed the govern­
ment. Th ese includ ed 
rai ds on liquor shops and 
roughing up fo reign 
guests in the best hotels. 
along with drunken visits 
to Kab ul' s street of si n, 
durin g which the boys 
were given to taking off 
into the night with shriek­
ing whores flun g over 
th ei r shoulders. 

Commanded 
by an illiterate 
fo rmer fa rm­
ha nd called 
Abdul Rashid 
Dustam. th e 
53rd is re­
nowned nation­
a 11 y for two 
things. Firs t, 
they are unques­
tionably the 
toughest figh t­
ers in Afghani­
stan, a quality 
which recom­
mended th eir 
services with in­
creasing fre­
quency to Presi­
dent Najibullah 
(and which was 
eve ntuall y to 
cost him hi s 
job). Second, 
the 53rd - bet­
ter known sim­
ply as "Dustam" 

Supporters of Ahmad Shah Massoud's 
Jamiat party help themselves to weap­
ons from Presidential Palace after tak-

Sitting on the top of a 
truck watching the col ­
umn forming up, I fe lt I 
was witnessing a unique 
time warp in which the 
13th and 20th centuries 
had met. Here were 
Genghis Khan ·s hordes 
fresh off the steppes and 
into a Soviet munitions 
plant. Horses exchanged 
for APCs , bows fo r 
RP Gs . swords fo r 
Kalashnikovs. 

ing over Kabul. 

- are celebrated for their leisure-hour 
pursuits: looting. rape , pillaging. arson, 
armed assault and. not infrequently. mur­
der. 

About the only thing the 53rd appears 
not to be into is protection rackets. By the 
time these boys have had their fun , there 's 
not a lot left to protect. They are. in short, 
the Lost Command of the Second Afghan 
War (1989-??). and if you' re doing any­
thing as foolhardy as tryi ng to govern the 
country, you ignore them at your peril. 

Dustam first rose to nati onal notoriety 
during the Soviet pullout of 1988-89. as 
Kabul . Afghanistan's capital, found itself 
increasingly short of enthusiast ic fighters . 
Into the breach stepped Dustam with an 
irregular formation that was subsequently 
built up as the communist regime 's only 
real mob ile reserve. 

The troops were 
mostly bearded with long unkempt hair 
and turbans, wearing di stinctive knee­
lengt h cordu roy smocks ove r traditional 
baggy Afghan pants. Save for the office rs. 
all wore slippers rat her than boots. 

They also injected real meaning into 
that much ove rwo rk ed term " heav il y 
arm ed.'' Based in the northern city of 
Mazar-i-Sharif. Dustam has inherited huge 
quantities of Soviet stocks pushed into 
Afghanistan in th e months lead ing up to 
January I 992's joint Sovict-U.S. arms cut­
off to Afghan istan. 

The 53rd are mechanized with hun­
dreds of BMP-1 s, BMP-2s and T-62 main 
battle tanks donated by Ivan since the end 
of the Sov iet pullout. At small-unit level. 
the RPG and RPK general -purpose ma­
chine guns have virtually achieved the sta­
tus of personal weapons. wi th the AKM 
assa ult rifl e an afterthought, a mere side­
arm. 

Around I 000 hours that morning, we 
ground past the gates of the recently liber­

We found them on the banks of the Kabul 
River. about a block away. 

In those chaot ic days, the "Hezbis" 
were all over the city. occupying various 
ministries or barracks. But they were most 
effectively dug-i n atop a long sugarloaf­
type featu re called the Tappah-e-Shahada, 
or Martyrs· Hill , surm ounted by a cem­
ete ry for war dead and by the domed mau­
soleum of King Nadir Shah. Martyrs' Hill 
dominates much of easte rn and central 
Kabul , and if you have severa l T-55 tanks 
on it as the Hezbis then did , you have a 
mean field of fire. 

They also had units entrenched below 
the hill. along the south bank of the Kabu l 
River. Some had occupied Mikrorayon 
One, a comple x of bleak. Soviet-sty le 
apartment blocks. Others had taken over 
the barracks of the Sarandoi 40th Regi­
ment military police, further along the 
riverbank near the sports stadium . Further 
east. several suburbs close to the hilltop 
fortress of Bala Hissar we re ·also in Hezbi 
hands. 

In short. there were large numbers of 
Hekmatyar·s men in town. Nobody -
themselves included - knew how many , 
but if you reckoned on 6.000 to 7.000, you 
probably wouldn't be fa r off. 

Dus tam 's primary task was to dislodge 
the Hezbis from the commanding heights 
of Martyrs· Hill. That meant crossing the 
river at two key bridges: the Bridge of 
Mahmud Khan, near the sports stad ium, 
and the Mikrorayon bridge. It would then 
be poss ible to sweep the areas at the bot­
tom of the hill. link up with 53rd elements 
near Bala Hissar. and push up the hill 
from two sides. 

Rahman ·s column was tasked with tak­
ing the Bridge of Mahmud Khan . We ap­
proached down a street from the north 
toward an old clock tower that sits in the 
middle of a traffic roundabout located at 
the northern end of the bridge. As the lead 
ve hicles neared the tower. the Hezbis on 
the southern bank assumed - reasonably 
enough - that our intentions were not 
friendl y and opened up with a storm of 
small- arms fire. 

The Uzbeks were ready. Most of the 

In th at role they became dangerously 
indispensable. Essentia ll y a mercenary 
army of more than 30.000 troops. the 53rd 
fought on a contract basis and was air­
li fted into every si ngle hot spot in sou th­
ern and eastern Afghanistan to hold the 
line for Kabul. 

ated palace 
look ing for 
Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar's 
H e z b- i ­
fs lami, the 
lean, mean, 
hard men 
of th e Is­
lamic revo­
lution who 
had un­
wise ly at­
tempted to 
take ove r 
Kabul be­
fo re the 
other muj 
ar ri ved . 

Uzbek militiaman on BTR indirect-fires AGS-17 grenade launcher over 
bridge and into enemy positions. 

Overwhelmingly drawn frr m the down­
trodden Uzbek minori ty of the north. the 
soldie rs of the 53rd also took special 
delight in set tling historical scores with 
the Push tuns of the south - Afghanistan's 
traditional rulers. Duty in the south meant 
killing Pushtan mujahideen. lay ing waste 
Pushtun villages and terrorizing civilians 
- work the 53rd enjoyed as well as were 
paid for doing. 

They 'd also done a stint in Kabul in 
I 990. Militarily, this involved a protracted 
clearing operation in Paghman , a 
mujahideen stronghold on the doorstep of 
the capital. In town. the 53 rd is better 
remembered for operations in their off-

32 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE NOVEMBER 92 



militiamen had debussed I 00 meters down 
the street and were advancing warily along 
the sidewalks toward the clock tower when 
the firing began. The army kept moving. a 
BTR taki ng up position to one side of the 
clock tower. On the other side. a T -62 
ground to a halt. its gun covering the south­
ern riverbank along with a BMP-2. 

The river was no more than 40 meters 
across. a turbid flood enclosed between 
brick embankments. Across it. the Hezbis 
had positions in front of the Sarandoi bar­
racks in a row of two-story shops. some 
tumbledown mud buildings and empty 
containers. From the clock tower to their 
positions over the river 
was mayb e 100- 150 
meters - not whites-of­
the-eyes stuff. but if 
you're looking down the 
wrong end of a 115mm 
tank barre l. close 
enough. 

wouldn' t otherwise have.). The air reeked 
of cordite and the noise was deafen ing. 
But our advance was still stalled. 

What Was SOF Doing Here? 

None of which explains what a corre­
spondent fo r Soldier Of F ort1111e - a pub­
lication not famous for its communist sym­
pathies - was doing holed up with a 
bunch of hard-core Kabul regime militia 
on the receiving end of ordnance paid for 
by American taxpayers and fired by a 
leading fac tion of Afghan freedom fi ght­
ers. The answer. of course. is simple: In 
the Land of A Million Kalashnikovs. where 

There was a rush for 
cover behind the clock 
tower as automatic fire 
scoured the northern ap­
proaches to the bridge. 
Some militiamen began 
pushing into a small 
doorway at the base of 
the tower. which led to a 
narrow spiral staircase 
and upper windows pro­
viding a better field of 
fire down onto the build-

53rd Militia Div. T-62 fires on Hezb positions across 
Kabul River. 

ings over the river. Other 
fighters crouched behind the T-62. 

Rahman himse lf - who believed in 
leading from the front - was standing up 
beside the tank. coolly directing the troops 
bunched behind the tower as he surveyed 
the prospects of moving across the bridge. 

They were not good. To our immediate 
front. the road was swept with fire. Along 
the embankment at the nearer end of the 
bridge. several militiamen were already 
flat behind the cover of a low wall. One 
guy. wounded in the initial firing. lay on 
his back grimacing in pain. 

I made a dash up some steps into the 
little garden around the base of the tower. 
A wounded militiaman was dragged out. 
apparently a victim of shrapnel from a 
rocket that hit the tower ·s other side. 

Rah man was not yet prepared to risk 
limited armor out on the bridge. He needed 
to clear buildings near its southern end 
first. They were already taking heat. 

From one side of the tower. the T-62 
began fir ing its main gun. supported by 
30mm cannon fire from a BMP-2 that had 
pulled up close by. On the other side. the 
BTR chipped in with short. savage bursts 
from the 14.Smm HMG on its turret. Then 
a guy surfaced from inside and began loos­
ing off with an AGS-1 7 automatic gre­
nade launcher atop the vehicle (The AGS-
17 on the top of an AFV is a common 
sight now in Afghanistan; it gives the ve­
hicle a dangerous indirect fire capabi lity it 
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the double cross and the alliance of con­
venience are national art forms. nothing 
is ever what it appears. 

Ex-President Najibullah learned this 
simple tru th earlier this year. the hard 
way. The lesson cost him his job. and if 
there is any justice in this world it may 
yet cost him his life. 

Early this yea r. it appeared th e 
mujahideen. divided and squabbling as 
usual. were a containable problem. Wash­
ington and Moscow·s arms cutoff went 
into effect on 1 January. Three months 
earlier. major muj offensives backed by 
Pakistan and targeted on the southeastern 
cities of Gardez and Jalalabad had flopped. 
Islamabad was now clearly tiring of a war 
without end over the border in Afghani­
stan and a refugee presence without end 
at home. Pak istani big business wanted 
stabil ity in Afghanistan and a safe transit 
route to the alleged riches of the now 
independent Centra l Asian states. 

But Najib"s real problem was less from 
the muj than from the growing ethnic 
tensions in his own regime. A smart po­
litical juggler. he was always ready to 
pre-empt trouble. play ing one group off 
against another. But with the Soviet Union 
gone and the West not ready to oblige 
with recognition and bucks. he was fast 
running out of time and tricks. 

Najib himself is a Pushtun. but a large 
number of the people doing the figh ting 

for his regime. both milit ia and regulars. 
were from the Taj ik and Uzbek northern 
minorities. They had become increasingly 
powerful and increasingly tired of serving 
as cannon fodder for Push tun generals. On 
top of this. they weren·t getting paid on 
time. 

By late 1991. Najibullah had decided it 
was time to cut this potential threat down 
to size and move more loyal Pushtun com­
manders in to key positions in the north. In 
mid-Janu ary . Maj or General Abdul 
Momen. a Tajik commander of the 70th 
Brigade of the elite National Guard based 
in Heiratan. got his marching orders. He 
was to hand over his command to a 
Push tun. 

Mutiny 

Momen·s response was to tell Najib's 
northern zone commander - another 
Push tun - where he could put his orders. 
This was not quixotic display of injured 
pride; Momen had powerful friends . One 
was 53rd Division boss Abdul Rashid 
Dustam; another was Sayyid Mansur 
Naderi. leader of the lsmaeli community. 
whose 80th Militia Division controlled 
much of the road between the northern 
border and Kabul. Overnight, Najibullah 
was staring down the barrel of a mutiny of 
northern chiefs. who between them could 
field up to 200.000 armed men. 

A standoff of several weeks followed, 
during which Najib struggled to patch over 
the rift, even agreeing to dump his north­
ern zone commander. But in March events 
began to move with dramatic rapidity when 
northern mujahideen commander Ahmad 
Shah Massoud swung onto the offensive. 
capturing several northern towns from the 
regime. Then Dustam 's 53rd took over the 
northern capital of Mazar-i-Sharif. seal­
ing Kabul"s loss of northern Afghanistan. 

In April. a desperate situation became 
enti re ly un tenable. In less than a week, 
Massoud·s guerrilla alliance. the Supervi­
sory Council. moved to capture a string of 
key bases north of the capital - the towns 
of Jabal Saraj and Charikar. the 2nd Divi­
sion headquarters at Qala-ye-Surkh. and 
the air base of Bagram. home to the 40th 
Division. As ant i-Najib army command­
ers swung over to Massoud. these bases 
fe ll without a shot being fired. 

Then. on Friday. 17 April. Massoud 
entered a forma l alliance with the north­
ern mutineers Dustam. Momen and Naderi. 
By then. Najib was already history - and 
knew it. 

On 15-16 Apri l. the United Nations· 
Afghan point man Benon Sevan had at­
tempted a bizarre midnight rescue of the 
Afghan dictator. personally arriving in 
Kabul by U .N. jet to pick Najib up and fl y 
him to Ind ia. 

But Sevan was too late. Earlier the 
same day. troops of the 53rd - with obvi­
ous clearance from senior anti-Naj ib ele­
ments of the regime - had fl own south 
from Mazar in AN-32 transports to take 
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control of Kabul's Khwaja Rawash air­
port. 

When Najib reached the airport with a 
Sevan aide . he was turned back by an 
Uzbek officer of the 53rd and forced to 
seek shelter in a Kabu l U.N. compound 
where he formally signed his resignation . 
He ·s sti ll there. drinking a good deal and 
thinking over where he went wrong. 

The regime was now on auto-pilot. run 
by a clique of generals and communist 
politicos led by For­
eign Minister Abdul 
Wakil. Their sole re­
mai ning task was to 
oversee a surrender 
that Massoud had de­
termined would be 
unconditional. Mili­
tarily. however, the 
regime in Kabul was 
still holding together. 

Massoud have stood out as men of cha­
ri sma and vision. And it was clea r from 
the infighting during the anti-Sov iet wa r 
th at when the communist regime fell. 
there·d be trouble between th ese two. 

Both leaders are "fundamentalists .. -
men committed to building an Islamic 
state . Dividing th em are issues of person­
ality. pot :t ica l sty le.·and race . Massoud. a 
Tajik guerr ill a leader and member of the 
Jamiat party. has an essentially northern 

consti tuency (but he is 
also popular in 
Kabul). He believes in 
the politics of consen­
sus. Hekmat ya r, a 
Push tun politician, has 
a primari ly Pushtun 
following and believes 
- as Lenin did - in 
a ti ght , disciplin ed 
party (led by him) that 
knows best. Those 
whose ideas differ 
have tended to meet 
abrupt ends. 

Like Massoud . 

l flew in on Fri­
day. 17 April. to find 
the airport in 
Dustam · s hands and 
other units of the gar­
rison in their posts. 
The next day I 
crossed the lines driv­
ing north of Kabul to 
Charikar. controlled 
by Massoud· s men 
along with gove rn­
ment units of the 2nd 
Division. 

Maj. Gen. Abdul Rahman, leader of 
attack to secure the Bridge of 
Mahmud Khan. 

Hekmatyar also had 
supporters inside the 
regi me. Some had 
been with him for 
yea rs: ot hers were 
latecomers who saw 
in the muj leader a de­
fend er of Pu shtun 

l found Massoud 
himself at the 2nd Division base of Qala­
ye-Surkh and talked to him that evening. 
He made it clear he had no intention of 
advancing on Kabul - something he was 
quite capable of doing militarily. Any push 
into the city which broke the defense belt 
would. he argued , automatically mean 
thousands of other muj from a plethora of 
different parties walking in. Inevitably. 
there would be fighting. looting and chaos. 

All of this was true enough. but in one 
very real sense, Massoud didn't need to 
go in. for the simple reason that his own 
allies already controlled the city. Uzbek 
militi amen of the 53rd Division controlled 
the airport. whi le the top ge nerals of the 
Kabul garrison inside the city were the 
same men who 'd arranged for the blood­
less surrenders of Jabal Saraj. Charikar. 
and Bagra m. Whatever muj political coun­
cil from Peshawar assumed power would , 
in the final analysis. be answerable mainly 
to Massoud and his new ally. Dustam. 

The loser in all this was Massoud·s 
arch -riva l Gulbuddin Hekmatyar and his 
well-organized Hezb-i-lslami party . wi th 
its wide international connections - not 
least with Libya - and its nas ty reputa­
tion for strong-a rm methods. During the 
war. the Hezbis had clashed with virtually 
every other muj factio n in the country -
and occasionally with the Soviets. 

But in an otherwise lackluster lineup 
of muj leaders. only Hekm atyar and 
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power aga inst north-
em minorities grown 

too big for their boots. All were Pushtun 
and almost all came from the hard-line 
Klzalq faction of the ruling communist 
party. Many were in the Sarandoi mili­
tary police. an internal security organiza­
tion answering to the Interior Ministry . 

Hekmatyar's attempt to seize power in 
Kabul was built mainly on the backs of his 
supporters in the Sarandoi during the last 
week of April. He probably began to move 
after the Massoud-Dustam juggernaut took 
the area north of Ka bu I and the airport. 
Activating his regime contacts. he began 
infiltrating un armed men into the city to 
link up with sy mpathetic Sarandoi and 
army units. 

Anatomy Of A Coup 

Muj from Hezb strongholds in the sur­
rounding provinces meanwhile began to 
march on the city. Massoud reacted by 
moving units south from Charikar to the 
northern gates of the city . Both sides were 
on the start line. The only real question 
was who was going to jump first. 

It was Hekmatyar who moved first. 
Hi s countercoup began on the night of 
Friday. 24 April. and was in the open by 
Saturday morning. 

Around 0800 that morning. I was driv­
ing out to the eastern defense perimeter to 
check out overnight changes. On the city's 
perimete r. regime troops and muj from 
various parti es had long since shaken 

hands. Both sides had agreed th at in the 
interests of avo iding chaos. the muj could 
en ter the city - but only without weap­
ons. But no one had been counting on 
Hekmatyar. 

On the main road out of town to the 
east I ran into Greg. a South African pho­
tographer. and we stopped to exchange 
notes. I asked him whether he heard any­
thing about Hezbi infiltrators in town. 

'·Hezbis? Yeah, sure. I just saw a whole 
base full of them ... ·· 

We were back at the suburban barracks 
Greg had left within fiv e minutes. Along 
the driveway. sco res of muj were squa t­
ting eve n as fresh arrivals filed in behind 
us. All were armed with rifles. RPGs or 
LMGs. Upstairs in th e main building we 
found th e office of the base ·s CO. The 
corridor outside and the room itself were 
crowded with muj . But we pushed our 
way through to find Malim Jan. a tall. 
thickly mustachioed Pushtun. in uniform 
and at his desk entertaining some of 
Hekmatyar·s biggest commanders from 
north of Kabul. 

The top muj commander introduced 
himse lf as Engineer Mohammed Tareq. 
He was courteous enough. explaining that 
his men - more than 1.500 - had moved 
through the defense perimeter during the 
night aft er an army regiment had gone 
over to them. More were arriving: they 
were now in town to ensure security in 
cooperation with the Sarandoi. And if no­
body caused prob lems. eve rything would 
be fine. If. on the other hand ... 

Hezb had arrived. 
That was around 0900 Saturday . By 

midmorning. armed Hezbis were popping 
up all over town. They controlled the Inte­
rior Ministry ; th e Sarandoi 40th Regiment 
HQ; Martyrs · Hill ; the Kabul provi ncial 
offices; the Dehmazang police station. and 
the list went on ... 

Around noon. Hezbis were seen argu­
ing with officers of the National Guard at 
one of the Presidential Palace gates, and 
minutes later they had taken control of the 
armor there . 

Suddenly the bastards were everywhere. 
And everywhere I stopped to talk to them 
it was the same story: "We have come to 
ensure the security of Kabul. " 

By midday, Massoud was reacting fast. 
At the airport, Supervisory Council muj 
were being choppered in from Bagram, 
while on the northern side of the city other 
Jamiat fighters were moving into town. In 
the west. Shi.ite factions (who have a huge 
following in Kabul) had taken over the 
road leading out to the Darulaman De­
fense Ministry, the Soviet Embassy and 
several secret police directorates. In the 
east. the 16th Armored Division base had 
surrendered to Sunni muj of the Harakat­
i-Enqalab. Kabul was falling to the muj on 
a first-come, first-served basis. 

By early afternoon. J am iat 
plainclothesmen - obviously guys from 
the urban underground - had appeared at 
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Uzbek RPG team ventures out 
from behind covering armor 
and establishes position 
behind low embankment wall. 

the gates of the palace complex 
at Pushtuni stan Square with a 
BMP. This put them less than 
100 yards from the gate con­
trolled by Hezb. They began 
talking to the troops at the gate. 

The stakes were rising fast: 
Control of the palace complex 
me ant control of the symbolic 
center of political power in Af­
ghanis tan. 

Later that afternoon the 
Jamiat militia were joined by 
uniformed muj in woolen caps, 
cammie fatigu es and boots -
unm istakably Massoud's Super­
vi sory Council regulars 
choppered in. In Pushtunistan 

Militiaman fires on retreating Hezbis after Mahmud Khan 
bridge has been secured. 

Square. crowds of civilians milled around, 
some cheering and throwing flowers on 
Jamiat armor. 

But this was no wild outpouring of 
popular joy: the atmosphere was uncer­
tain, oppressive. In the distance came the 
crackle of small-arms fire . Celebration? 
Or the first shots? 

National Guard troops in the palace 
were meanwhile being told to change into 
civil ian clothes and head for home. l stood 
by the gate watching small groups emerge 
from barrack blocks in their civvies, car-
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ry ing tin trunks of personal belongings 
over their shoulders. Their weapons they 
left behind ; before long, rifles were being 
handed out by the armful to Jamiat civil­
ian supporters - or to anyone else who 
came along. 

Central Kabul was now sliding toward 
an inevitable explosion . The political 
chemistry was simply too unstable to avoid 
it. At nightfall the tension broke dramati­
cally , like a tropical storm. Across the 
city , a cacophony of automatic fire from 
thousands of weapons erupted in an orgy 

of high-velocity pyrotechnics 
- the first and most spectacu­
lar display of what was to be­
come a deadly evening ritual 
over the coming weeks. It 
lasted well over two hours; a 
sound and light show that cov­
ered the night sky above Kabul 
in a fantastic kaleidoscope of 
tracer fire and exploding flares. 
This was "Happy Fire." 

Exactly when the celebra­
tions ended and the war began 
is difficult to say. The two 
probably overlapped by an 
hour or so. I'm a light sleeper, 
and that night in the Kabul 
Hotel it seemed gunfire was 
always on the edge of my con-
sciousness. At some point in 
the night , the fight for the 
Presidential Palace began. By 

midmorning Sunday , 26 April , Kabul was 
at war. 

We decided to move toward Bala Hissar 
where a T-62 was defending the gate . As 
we were working our way along the front 
of some row houses, a couple of civilians 
and us came under fire. Plaster work was 
suddenly being drilled out of the wall right 
above our heads. 

I still don ' t know who the hell was 
trying to kill us or from where . Everybody 

Continued on page 65 
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SOMETIMES THE 

GOOD GUYS 

n 20 June 1991 , drug kingpin 
Pablo Escobar helicoptered to 
a recently built prison near the 
town of Envigado and turned 
himse lf in to Colombian au­
thori ties. Months earlier the 
three Ochoa brothers , one at a 

time. did the same at a prison located in 
the town of ltagui. 

All the heads of the powerful and vio­
lent Medellin Cartel we re now behind 
bars. Colombians breathed a collective 
sigh of relief. Most of the international 
press wiped its hands of the whole sub­
ject and conjured in the minds of Ameri ­
cans the image of beaten men locked into 
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Spartan ce lls by a victorious gove rnment. 
The war was over. 

Hardly. 
The drug lo rds were not so much 

"beaten" as they were bored. As the most 
hunted criminals on earth, perhaps in his­
tory , the Medellin Ca rtel leaders had been 
playing hide-and-seek with authoriti es fo r 
more than six years. For the las t two, they 
had been se riously on the lam and Colom­
bian authorities had indeed gotten close 
severa l times. On one occasion it was re­
ported Escobar had bee n fo rced to fl ee 
into the jungle clad only in his under­
shorts. Not much of a life for one of the 
richest men in the world. 

Since Escobar's surrender, President 
Cesar Gav iri a has taken great pride in the 
fac t that the drug lord surrendered to "Co­
lombian justice ... Also, U.S. Presi den t 
George Bush liked to point out that Ameri­
can anti-drug policies were succeeding. 
Despite hard questions and occasiona l 
snickers from internationa l press corre­
sponde nt s stat ioned in Colombia. the 
Gaviria administration stuck to its posi­
ti on that Escobar and his 14 top li euten ­
ants were housed in a " max imum security 
pri son. 

That facade came crashing down on 22 
July 1992. 

At 1100 hours that day . Gaviria sum-
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As we go to press, Escobar has been 
indicted in New York for conspiring to 
plant a bomb that blew up an Avianca 
Airliner in 1989, killing 11 O people, 
including two U.S. citizens. 
The U.S. government has offered a $2 
million reward for information leading 
to Escobar's capture. 
Photo: AP/ Wide World 
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Escobar s Penthouse 
"]ail" & the River of 

Death 
by David Rivera 

moned Colombia"s National Security 
Council to hear a report by the new Na­
tional Prosecutor General. Gustavo de 
Greiff. The report pulled no punches. There 
was. said de Greiff. "conclusive proof' 
that Escobar was still running his cocaine 
operations. What"s more, prison authori­
ties were allowing known criminals to en­
ter at will for meetings with Medellin Car­
tel leaders. Finally , the most damning in­
formation of all - a dispute had broken 
out within the cartel, and top members 
accused of disloyalty were brought to the 
prison to be interrogated by Escobar per­
sonally. They w.ere then tortured. killed, 
dumped outside of town and incinerated . 

The government had to face the truth 
and take action. President Gaviria ordered 
immediate militarization of the prison. 
Defense Minister Rafael Pardo gave the 
order to acting armed forces commander 
General Manuel Murillo. Murillo then or­
dered Medellin-area army commander 
Brigadier General Gustavo Pardo (no re­
lation to the defense minister) to carry out 
the order. What followed can only be de­
scribed as a fiasco. The Three Stooges vs. 
Attila the Hun, if you will. 

On 20 July, Gen. Pardo had received 
Colombia's highest military honor for 
antiguerrilla operations; now, two days 
later, he seemed paralyzed. Hours passed 
and frantic calls from the Presidential Pal­
ace revealed the order had not been car­
ried out. Finally Gaviria ordered the Na­
ti on a I Director of Prisons , Colonel 
Hernando Navas, and Vice Minister of 
Justice Eduardo Mendoza to go to the 
prison to find out why nothing was hap­
pening. They arrived just before dark. 

They entered the unsecured prison and 
were promptly taken hostage by cartel 
members who threatened to kill them. One 
of Escobar' s most dangerous hit men, John 
"Popeye" Velasquez. kept a Mini-UZI 
pointed at Mendoza's head while the vice 
minister talked with Gaviria ·s personal 
secretary by phone. 

It was now approaching midnight. Two 
top government officials were being held 
hostage and Gen. Pardo 's 4th Brigade had 
done little more than put up a loose cor­
don around the prison. In frustration, offi­
cials at the Presidential Palace cut Gen. 
Pardo out of the loop and appointed a 

Official photos of Escobar's cell 
somehow missed his three-room suite, 
queen-size waterbed, full kitchen, 
private bath with Jacuzzi, stereo, giant­
screen TV, fax machine and more. 
Photo: R. I. Emblin 

colonel to head the operation. Special 
forces troops were ordered to fly to 
Medellin from Bogota to take control of 
an operation which now had hostage res­
cue as its prime objective. General Pardo 
continued to amble around the area, doing 
nothing. Inside, prison guards took up de­
fensive positions to protect the traffickers 
from the army. 

Just before dawn, the special forces 
were in place. The signal was given and 
they stormed the prison . In contrast to 
every other aspect of the operation. this 
went flawlessly. Under a hail of automatic 
weapons fire. the troops freed the two hos­
tages, killing one prison guard in the pro­
cess and capturing 24 others as well as 
five carte I leaders. 

Unfortunately, "Don Pablo" Escobar 
and nine others were long gone, having 
walked out through a prearranged "escape 
door" in the prison's wall. They ran into a 
group of 4th Brigade troops, but gave them 
a plate of potato salad and a promise of 
"big money." The soldiers let them pass. 

In the first few days after the escape 
there was a flurry of activity and 
communiques. Escobar said he would sur­
render again if he were allowed to return 
to the same prison; the government agreed 
to keep the army out. For its part, the 
government sacked Gen. Pardo, Navas, 
Mendoza, the prison director, the sub-di­
rector, all the guards and various other 
heads who looked suspiciously like sacri­
ficial lambs. 

But as more and more details came to 
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HOSTILE TOWN AT THE END OF THE EARTH 

The "town" of Puerto Estrella is located 
330km northeast of Santa Marta. at the tip of 
the peninsula that juts out into the ocean. It 
lies at the end of the Guajira desert, a totally 
inhospitable patch of earth that resembles 
southern Iraq. Late last year, the govern­
ment established an· Anti-Narcotics Police 
(ANP) "base" at the edge of town. Everyplace 
else in the desert region is controlled by 
narcos. 

I flew there this past June aboard an ANP 
C-47 cargo plane, now christened a BT-67 
Guardian after a conversion update done by 

Basler Turbo Conversions in Oshkosh. Wisconsin. The plane was donated to the ANP by the 
United States as part of its assistance program. 

After landing on the dirt airstrip, we stepped out into a landscape that could best be 
appreciated by Salvador Dali. Beneath a relentless tropical sun and ceaseless wind , the land 
had been turned to a uniform beige color, with only scattered. scrawny desert bushes for 
relief. The ocean was an electric silver color. Just offshore lay the hulk of a freighter which 
ran aground long ago. 

Except for the ANP. I didn't see any human beings the entire time I was there. despite the 
fact that the town has a population of about 200. Trash was scattered everywhere: doors 
swung and clattered in the 30 mph wind. It hadn't rained for eight months. I felt as if I were on 
the alien planet of a long-dead civilization. 

Welcome to Puerto Estrella 

The police explained we were not welcome here. The desert's residents. primitive Guaju 
(pronounced "wha-you") Indians. had been making good money the last few years working 
for the narco-traffickers. The ANP base drastically reduced that income. and the police were 
thoroughly isolated. The Guajus refuse to sell anything. even a soft drink, to the agents. The 
30-man garrison has to have everything, even water, airlifted to them. 

Because the ANP budgets only slightly more than $1 per day for each man's food 
(transportation costs eat up the budget) , the men have to get by on little more than rice. Their 
barracks is a broken-down, single-story building with mattresses on the floor. No showers, of 
course. The beach is their toilet 

Despite the hardships, morale is good and they perform their mission well. It is. simply, to 
try to deny the narcos the use of dozens of clandestine airstrips dotting the desert. They do 
this by using 20-pound dynamite charges to blow holes in the airstrips at intervals of one-third 
the strips' length. In the previous two months. the agents had dynamited 13 of them. 

We took off in a Bell OH-58 helicopter. Only 10 minutes out. we saw a truly amazing sight: 
parallel landing strips, each one 50 feet wide and 5,500 feet long. big enough to accommo­
date a DC-4. They ended at the water's edge, marked by a light tower! During a one-hour 
overflight of the area I saw more than a dozen airstrips. many with fresh tire tracks. 

Unfortunately, blowing up the strips is only a temporary setback for the traffickers. They 
hire the Guajus to simply fill them in again. Still, the Puerto Estrella ANP base has greatly 
diminished the area's use and made life more complicated and expensive for the traffickers. 
Under the circumstances. this counts as a victory. 

light, it became apparent that a return to 
anything like the status quo would be im­
possible. On 27 July, Defense Minister 
Pardo admitted publicly that Escobar had 
been in complete control of the prison 
since the day he "surrendered." 

Reports coming out through the first 
days of August proved once again that 
truth is stranger than fiction. Consider: 

-D. R. 

full of automatic weapons, gas masks, cash, 
jewels and sophisticated communications 
equipment, including cellular telephones. 
They even found photos showing prison 
guards acting as waiters during numerous 
parties the cartel members threw for them­
selves and their families. 

On Saturday 1 August, Defense Minis­
ter Pardo, Murillo and de Greiff toured 
the prison. In addition to the items de­
scribed above, they found four " country 
houses" located in the woods behind the 
prison, which served as weekend geta­
ways for Escobar and his men. The houses 
were camouflaged with artificial vegeta­
tion to make them harder to detect through 
aerial photography. Inside the prison they 
found a large quantity of women ·s cloth­
ing and numerous pornographic magazines 
and videos. In the words of de Greiff. "All 
this makes me nauseous."· 

Colombians , tired of narco-terror. 
wanted to believe Escobar was in "prison." 
From their president on down, no one 
wanted to know the painful truth. When it 
was finally forced on them, it was far 
more bitter than even the most cynical 
foreigner could have imagined. 

What next? Colombia ' s armed forces 
are still searching for the elusive drug 
lord , and the United States is providing 
the most sophisticated technical assistance 
available. But as long as money talks, 
Escobar walks. 

THE RIVER OF DEATH 

The city of Santiago de Cali is 
Colombia's third largest metropolitan area 
and is said to be home to Colombia ' s most 
beautiful women. 

Equal to the beauty of its women is the 
viciousness of its drug traffickers. The 
Cali Cartel, headed by Rodriguez Orejuela, 
has always kept a low profile. killing only 
when "necessary " (which has proven an 
effective strategy - at the time of th is 
writing there are no arrest warrants out for 
Orejuela.). But the disruption of cocaine 

Escobar's "cell" was, in reality, a three­
room suite of 100-square meters. No con­
crete block walls here, brother. No bars, 
either. He had a queen-size waterbed, full 
kitchen, private bath with Jacuzzi, top-of­
the- line stereo equipment, giant screen 
te levision, couches, bookshelves, expen­
sive paintings, a computer, a fax machine 
and more. There was even a dollhouse for 
his daughter to play with when she came 
to visit. 

The Cauca, Colombia's River of Death, has yielded an estimated 300 bodies as of 
June this year. Photo: R. I. Emblin 

Special forces troops found stor'age bins 
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processing caused by the Medellin Cartel's 
problems created a temporary vacuum. 
which was filled by a new group of traf­
fickers operating in what authorities be­
lieve to be a loose. constantly shifting 
federation outside control of the traditional 
traffickers. This group is willing to branch 
out into opium poppy production. and the 
members are not at all unwilling to use 
extreme leve ls of violence to satisfy their 
greed . They are Los Traquetos. 

Cali is located in the department , o r 
state. of Valle de\ Cauca. so named for the 
region ·s most prominent feature. the Cauca 
Rive r. But late las t year the river acquired 
a new name: el Rio de la Muerte . the 
River of Death. 

At the end of the small town of Beltran . 
the Cauca River bends. forming a natural 
eddy that ofte n traps float ing objects -
such as corpses. As of 31 December 1991. 
79 bodies had been fished out. only a 
fraction of the total that float by. In rural 
Colombia. time see ms to stop and things 
continue unchanged. seemingly outside the 
normal rh ythms of the late 20th century . 
In 1992. the gruesome floating parade con­
tinues . As of June . an estimated 300 
corpses had participated. 

The v ictims. almost all young men in 
their late teens and early 20s, have all 
been tortured. Fingers smashed. stomachs 
slashed open and filled with rocks - cas­
trated - some have been bathed in acid. 

According to experts in Bogota. Los 
Traque tos have taken control of a large 
part of the Cauca valley. often working 
with corrupt local police and military com­
manders. They have purchased thousa nds 
of acres of land. and silenced opposition. 
A se nior police official in Bogota said , " It 
would be very hard to replace Pablo 
Escobar and the Medellin Cartel as the 
most violent, but these people are trying. 
They are trying very. ve ry hard ." 

Not all victims end up in the river. In 
Dece mber of last year. a group of 20 Paes 
Indians - men. women and children - · 
was massacred by gunmen carrying 
Kalashnikovs and other automatic weap­
ons. The Indians had been living on the 
edge of a sprawling hacienda which had 
recently been purchased by a trafficker. 
Their presence was inconvenient. 

Sometimes The Good Guys Win 

Colombian authorities believe Ivan 
Urdinola is one of the most important of 
Los Traquetos. He is deeply implicated in 
cocaine trafficking and opium poppy cul­
tivation. The U.S. Drug Enforcement Ad­
m inistra tion (DEA) agreed, citing a 
7-ton lo ad o f cocaine seized at the 
Miami airport this past April as 
belonging to Urdinola 's organization. 

Unlike many other traffickers, Urdinola 
comes from an upper-middle-class family 
and he even received a university educa­
tion . One could conclude, though , that the 
humanities were not his favorite subjects. 

Acco rding to police intelligence 
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sources. Urdinola is responsible fo r a large 
pe rcentage of River of Deat h victims. A 
U.S. narcot ics expert said Urdinola regu­
larly hires young peasa nts to work in his 
cocaine labs and other operations for a 
few months. At the end of that time they 
are paid and sent off down the road. How­
eve r. before tha t day comes they a re 
"j udged." Did any of them ask too many 
questions? Stick the ir noses into an area 
w here they had no busi ness? Act suspi­
cious or nervou s? Th ose who don ' t pass 
judgment are fo llowed . kill ed and thrown 
in the river. And Urdinola gets his money 
back . He ·s also killed a number of unco­
operative police, the occasiona l farmer and 
anyone else who might wander too close 
for hi s comfort. 

Recen tly. he became convinced that a 

Caribbean Sea 

.Medellin 
•Envigado 

• •Bogota 
• Cali 

group of 35 personal bod yguards had 
planned to double-cross him on a drug 
deal. He had them all tortured and killed, 
then thrown into the river to show that his 
"j ustice" is swift and sure . 

But, as 1992 wore on, his luck began to 
slip. 

Things started out well for him , and 
his move into opium poppy cultivation 
was clearly a success . A former associate 
said, " He' s a man with ambitions. What 
he wants, he gets. And his goal was to 
make himse lf the king of opium poppies." 

But the River of Death was, so to speak, 
making waves. In early '92, Anti-Narcot­
ics Po lice (ANP) mounted a major intelli­
gence operation against him , identifying 
and mapping the various haciendas in the 
Cauca valley that served as hi s operational 

bases. At 0500 on 26 April , 50 ANP agents 
surrounded one of the haciendas. Urdinola 
himself, wea ring pajamas. went outside to 
see what was going on. Simultaneously , 
ANP teams raided six other locations, ar­
resting 80 people and seizing ve hicles. 
weapons, communications equipment and 
computer records. 

Urdinola put up no resistance, telling 
hi s w ife . 'Tll be back in three days." Ac­
cording to inte lligence sources, he had been 
tipped off about the raid but fi gured that 
he had e nough " putr' to get himse lf out 
easi ly. After all. he had a long-s tanding 
rel at ion ship with Rodriguez Orejue la, the 
"Teflon narco: · 

But he may have fa lle n victim to his 
own arroga nce. According to a highly 
placed intelligence source, Urdinola was 

bringing down too much 
heat on the Cali-a rea 

about these: 

players. Too many 
bodies. too much 
publ icity. The U.S . 
government put the 
city off limits to 
Americans. So, ac­
cording to this 
sou rce. Rod riguez 
Orejuela " fed '' 
Urdinola to the Co­
lombia n govern­
ment, as the 
Medellin Cartel 
got rid of Carlos 
Lehder severa l 
years ago w hen his 
antics caused too 
much trouble. At 
th e t im e of this 
writing, to 
everyone's sur­
pri se, Urdinola is 
still behind bars 
of the traditional 
variety. 

Someone once 
said, "There are 
lies, there are damn 
lies, and there are 
statistics . ., Make 
your own judgment 

- In 199 1, Colombian authorities 
seized 72 tons of cocaine, more than the 
entire est imated U.S. consumption of 1986. 
In the first four months of J 992. 16 tons of 
cocaine and base were seized . 

- U .S. military aid (all used fo r anti­
narcotic s operations) dec lin ed from 
$73 million in 1989 to $60 million in 

1992. Our State Department's Bureau of 
International Narcotics Matters support has 
stayed the same, at $20 million . 

- The Colombian government esti­
mates there are currently 20,000 hectares 
of opium poppies under cultivation . United 
States experts generally cite a figure closer 
to 15,000. Either way, Colombia is now 

Continued on page 65 
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PERFORMANCE 
H&K 

Pricey P7M 10 Does It 
Right In .40 S&W 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 

H 
ardly a month has gone by in 
the last two years that someone 
didn ' t introduce another pistol 
chambered for the .40 S&W 
cartridge. Most were little more 

than re-chambered 9mm Parabellum en-
velopes. This appears to be a mistake. 
The .40 S&W round has proven too hot to 
be safely contained within a reworked 9mm 
package. A number of hastily introduced 
.40 S&W whizbangs are already exhibit­
ing signs of excessive wear, and a few 
have literally self-destructed. 

Hasty decisions are not one of Heckler 
& Koch's hallmarks. Robust reliability 
and sometimes a lust for over-engineering 
are. Heckler & Koch has just introduced 
the P7M10, a .40 S&W variant of the 
justifiably famous P-series. They are just 
about the last to do so. The P7M10 is 
noticeably heavier and appears to be larger 
and chunkier than the other pistols in this 
series. It is also incredibly reliable and 
built to withstand any punishment the .40 
S&W cartridge might deliver to its launch­
ing platform. 

The weight, empty and without a maga­
zine, of the P7M10 is 2.69 pounds. This 
compares to 1.75 pounds and 1.87 pounds, 
respectively, for the 9x19mm P7M8 (8-
round magazine) and P7M13 (13-round 
magazine) pistols. The barrel length re­
mains that of the 9mm P7's: 4.13 inches 
(105mm). Ov'erall length is that of the 
P7Ml3, which is 6.9 inches. At 5.68 

40 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

inches, the P7M10 is higher than both the 
P7M8 (5 .04 inches) and the P7M13 (5.3 
inches). The width, at the grip panels, is 
exactly that of the P7M10: 1.3 inches. 

Introduced in the late 1970s (See "New 
H&K PSP 9mm," Sept. '79.) as the PSP 
(Polizei-Selbstladepistole - Self-Loading 
Police Pistol), it was soon referred to as 
the P7, since this was the government no­
menclature applied to it during the West 
German Federal Police trials of that pe­
riod . It was nothing if not radical in de­
sign. 

With the exception of the P7K3 (See 
"H&K P7K3," June '89.)- an unlocked 
blowback version chambered for the .380 
ACP/.32 ACP/.22 LR cartridges - the 
P7-series pistols operate by means of gas­
retarded blowback. This operating prin­
ciple was first employed in the World 
War II-era German Volksturmgewehr 
(People's Assault Rifle - VG 1-5) and in 
an expe.rimental Swiss pistol developed 
by Eidgenossische Waffenfabrik, Bern. 
Much later, it was also used to operate the 
now almost-forgotten Steyr-Daimler-Puch 
9mm Parabellum GB pistol. 

Most often, gas pressure is used to 
unlock and open a firearm 's action . Re­
versing this principle, H&K designers used 
a gas-actuated piston to hold the breech 
closed until chamber pressures dropped to 
a safe level. After the cartridge is fired, 
gases are diverted into a cylinder below 
the barrel. Acting upon a piston attached 

to the front of a slide, they retard the 
rearward movement of the slide . This 
system eliminates the requirement for a 
locking mechanism, and permits both a 
lightweight slide and a less powerful re­
coil spring. 

The P7M 10 also retains the P7 series' 
unique hammerless, "squeeze-cocker" trig­
ger mechanism . When the squeeze­
cocker's hinged lever, located on the grip's 
front strap, is depressed with a force of 
about 15 pounds, the firing pin is cocked 
rearward by a sheet-metal transfer bar at­
tached to this cocking lever. The firing 
pin's rear end protrudes from the slide and 

serves as a cocking indicator. Only about 
1.25 pounds of pressure is required to keep 
the cocking lever depressed . When the 
trigger is pulled, the transfer bar is drawn 
downward, permitting the spring-loaded 
firing pin to move forward and strike the 
primer with the fastest lock time (the time 
it takes from completing the trigger pull 
until the firing pin strikes the primer) of 
any pistol on the market. 

After the pistol has been fired, the 
striker-type firing pin is recocked auto­
matically as long as the cocking lever re­
mains depressed. The trigger pull weight 
on Soldier Of Fortune 's test specimen was 
a spongy 3.25 pounds . Wide, and with 
nine grooves, the trigger provides an ex-
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cellent purchase for the finger. When the 
cocking lever is released, the firing pin 
moves forw ard to the uncocked position . 
Thus. all P7-series pistols may be carried 
safe ly with a loaded chamber. 

If a round fails to fire. the cocking 
lever can be released and squeezed again 
to recock the firing pin . When released, 
the cocking lever makes a loud clacking 
sound as it pivots forward. If you wish to 
uncock the P7M I 0 somewhat more si­
lently. you can manually retract the slide 
about a quarter-inch. then release the le­
ver and let the slide go forward under 
control. 

All of this requires proper training on 
the part of the operator. Any pistol's ulti­
mate safety is the shooter's trigger finger. 
To avoid an accidental discharge , the fin­
ger must be kept off the trigger until target 
acquisition is complete. As this is a basic 
rule. experienced personnel should have 
no trouble quickly and safely mastering 
the squeeze-cocker trigger mechanism. 

Of all-steel construction, the P7M10's 
slide and frame are milled forgings . The 
slide·s frontpiece , with a hole through 
which the fixed barrel passes during the 
recoil cycle. is integral with the slide forg­
ing. The breech-face/firing-pin housing 
has been robot-welded to the slide 's inte­
rior. Exterior finish is an oxide-type matte 
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black. A corrosion-resistant, satin nickel 
finish is available as an option. Both the 
rear strap and the cocking lever are lightly 
stippled . Overall. the craftsmanship dis­
pl ayed in the fabrication of the P7M 10 
reflects the traditional superb quality as­
sociated with all H& K products. 

Although there is a lanyard ring at the 
heel of the magazine-well. a rather super­
fluous feature on a pistol presumably not 
designed for cavalry troops, the P7M10 
leaves little to be desired with regard to 
human engineering. The grip angle is 
20 degrees. This is defined to be the angle 
the front leading edge of grip frame (not 

bullets of unconventional configuration. 
P7M10 magazines, of all-steel construc­
tion. are easily disassembled , and should 
be every time the pistol is cleaned. 

The magazine catch/release is located 
exactly where it belongs - directly to the 
rear of th e trigger. It 's also ambidextrous. 
Push down to operate. Empty magazines 
fall smartly away when released . and are , 
in fact , actually propelled downward by 
the catch-release mechanism. 

After the last shot has been fired, the 
slide is held to the rear by a spring-loaded , 
sheet-metal slide stop, which is pivoted 
upward by a bent on the steel magazi ne 

the cocking lever) makes with an 
imaginary line drawn perpendicu­
lar and downward from the bore 's 
axis. It is very close to the 17-
degree grip angle provided by the 
Colt M 191lA1. The trigger guard 
is squared off, slightly re-curved 
and grooved in accordance with 
the current fetish for such non-

Providing the highest 
possible quality, reliability 
and durability, Heckler & 
Koch's new P7M10 .40 S&W 
pistol was designed for 
armed professionals 
demanding milspec 
performance. 

follower. After in­
sertion of a loaded 
magazine , just 
squeeze the cocking 
lever and the slide 
will fly forward to 
strip a round from 
the magazine and 

sense. If you employ the proper 
Weaver hold, you will ignore this ergo­
nomic non sequitur. 

In spite of its 20-degree grip angle, the 
10-round staggered column, single-posi­
tion-feed, detachable box magazine is po­
sitioned almost vertical to the barrel's axis. 
This enhances feed reliability. even with 

chamber it. When 
the cocking lever is 

depressed, it pivots a bar with a hooked 
projection against small sprocket wheel in 
the frame that, in turn , grabs the slide stop 
and pivots it downward in a typically com­
plex Teutonic manner. 

If desired, the slide can be pulled manu­
ally to the rear and released to fly forward 
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in the normal fashion . The slide can also 
be locked to the rear by pressing the slide 
stop lever rearward. where it protrudes 
just above the left side magazine catch/ 
release, with either the thumb or forefin­
ger of the shooting hand, while retracting 
the slide rearward with the other hand 
until it locks. 

The black synthetic grip pa.nels are 
heavily stippled. They provide a secure 
grip, yet, unlike rubber, the hand can be 
shifted quickly if the initial grip was in­
correct. 

The rear sight is adjustable for wind­
age only. In daylight ifs easy to pick up 
the front sight blade, as the rear sight's 
open square is 0 .16-inch wide. The sight 
radius is 5.83 inches, which matches that 
of the P7M8 and P7M13. P7-series sights 
have three white dots, one on the steel 
front sight blade (also adjustable for wind­
age zero by drifting in its dovetail on the 
slide) and two on the rear sight. They 
look spiffy under the calm, controlled con­
ditions prevailing on a target range. But, 
on the street, under stress, when a "flash" 
front-sight picture is all that counts, they 
are meaningless as you will not see them. 

Fortunately, these white plastic dots 
can be removed from all P7 steel sights 
and easily replaced with more useful self­
luminous sights. I recommend their in­
stallation on all P7-series pistols, as they 
really enhance target acquisition under sub­
dued light conditions. 

Most of my carry pistols (and all of my 
MPS SMGs) are equipped with self-lumi­
nous sights. Tritium (an isotope of hydro­
gen) provides the energy source for self­
luminous sights of this type. Tritium gas 
and a phosphor particle are pressurized 
within a tiny glass capsule. Tritium cre­
ates soft beta rays which are converted to 
visible light when they strike the phos­
phor particle. The capsules are resistant 
to oil , water, corrosion and temperature 
changes. 

Most tritium self-luminous sights glow 
green, simply because this color is highest 
on the night visibility spectrum. How­
ever, operator alignment of three green 
dots in subdued light can be confusing, as 
this detracts from emphasis on the front 
sight and retards target acquisition. Inno-
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vative Weaponry Inc. (!WI, Dept. SOF, 
337 Eubank N.E., Albuquerque, NM 
87123; phone: 800-334-3573) has designed 
a multicolor night-sight system that fo­
cuses attention on the front sight and 
speeds target acquisition by a consider­
able margin . 

When installed on the H&K P7-series 
pistols, the three pre-existing holes in the 
sights are enlarged to·accommodate larger 
and brighter tritium capsules. The largest 
self-luminous dot (0.108-inch in diameter) 
is installed in 
the front sight 
and is green. 
The two 
smaller dots 
(both 0.093-
inch in diam­
eter) in the 
rear sight are 
either yellow 
or orange. In 
use , I have 
found the eyes 
instinctively 
focus on the 
green front dot 
with a strong 
three-di men-
sional triangu-

sembling the P7M I 0. First, remove the 
magazine and clear the chamber by re­
tracting the slide and then letting it travel 
forward into battery. 

The firing pin assembly must be re­
moved while the slide is mounted to the 
frame. Depress the cocking lever until the 
end of the firing pin is flush with the slot 
in the firing pin bushing. Push the firing 
pin bushing all the way forward and rotate 
it 90 degrees clockwise. Depress the cock­
ing level fully and remove the firing pin 

lation effect that helps 
to funnel the shooter's 
vision directly onto the 
target. I can person­
ally recommend IWI's 
multicolor system 
highly and without res­
ervations of any kind. 

Heckler & Koch's P7- bushing together with the firing 
pin assembly. Although usually 
not necessary, if you completely 

series now includes 
(left to right): P7M8 -
9mm Parabellum; 
P7M10- .40 S&W; 
and P7K3 available in 
three chamberings -

disassemble the firing pin assem­
bly, make sure that the collar pin 
is seated in the U-shaped collar 
slots after reassembly . . 380 ACP, .32 ACP and 

.22 LR. Press the checkered slide-re­
taining button (located on the rear 
left side of the frame) while re­

tracting the slide approximately 3/4-inch. 
Lift up the slide at the rear and push it 
forward off the barrel and frame. Remove 
the recoil spring and grip panels. 

To reduce glare in 
bright daylight, the top 
of the P7M10's slide, between the sights, 
has a modestly raised rib with seven lon­
gitudinal grooves. 

P7-series barrels are fixed and do not 
move during the recoil cycle. These bar­
rels are made by the cold-hammer forging 
process and feature H&K-pioneered poly­
gon bore profiles. Polygonal rifling seals 
propellant gases behind the bullet and in­
creases barrel life. 

P7M10, P7M8 and P7M13 barrel cham­
bers are fluted; those of the P7K3 pistol 
are not. Fluted chambers theoretically 
provide a thin film of gas between the 
case and chamber which serves to ease 
extraction. In fact, the P7M 10 will extract 
and eject an empty case even if the extrac­
tor is missing. The extractor, which 
doubles as a loaded chamber indicator. 
only aids in making case extraction smooth 
and uniform. 

For all of its innovative complexity, 
there is nothing complicated about disas-

H&K P7M10 is also 
available with a 
corrosion-resistant 
nickel finish. Photo: 
courtesy H&K 

Use the cylinder cleaning tool provided 
to remove carbon fouling from the gas 
cylinder, which is directly under the bar­
rel. Apply solvent to the cylinder wall 
with the bronze brush supplied. After 
cleaning and light lubrication of all com­
ponents, reassemble in the reverse order. 
Manually operate the slide to insure proper 
functioning. 

What about the P7M10"s accuracy po­
tential? Most engagements with a hand­
gun will take place at 21 feet or less. 
Firing a pistol from 25 yards off a Ran­
som Rest will provide information con­
cerning its theoretical accuracy potential, 
but nothing about its practical accuracy in 
a stress scenario. as I know of no instance 
where a Ransom Rest has been employed 
in a gunfight. 

Performance 

We fired the P7MIO at camouflaged 
combat targets from 21 feet in the Weaver 
position. Ammunition manufactured by 
Federal. Winchester, Hornady, and Black 
Hills was tested for accuracy. Most of the 
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H&K P7M10 SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber: .... .... ..... .. ............ ........... .. .40 S&W. 
Operation: ................. ....... ......... .. Gas retarded , piston-actuated 

blowback with fixed barrel. 
Feed: ..... ........ ... .... ....... .. .. ...... ..... .. 10-round, detachable, staggered-column, 

single-position feed , box-type magazine. 
Weight, empty 
and without magazine: .. ... ..... .... .. 2.69 pounds. 
Length, O\'erall: ...... .... .... .. ........ ... 6.9 inches. 
Height: .. .. ......... ... .... ..................... 5.68 inches. 
Thickness: ........ ........ ... ... ..... ......... 1.3 inches (grip frame area). 
Barrel: ............... ... .............. ..... .... Cold-hammer forged with polygonal rifling. 
Barrel length: ........................... ... 4.13 inches (105mm ). 
Sights: ..... ....... ....... .. ........ ......... .... Blade-type front sight with a single white 

plastic dot insert; open square-notch (0.16-
inch wide) rea r sight with two white dots. 
Both adjustable for windage zero only. Sight 
radius: 5 .83 inches . Self-luminous tritium 
sights available from Innovative 
Weaponry Inc. , Dept. SOF, 337 Eubank 
N.E., Albuquerque, NM 87123; phone: 
800-334-3573 . 

Finish: ......... .... ...... ........ .. .... .. ....... Matte-black oxide finish or optional satin 
nickel. 

Suggested retail price: ...... .... ....... $1,259, complete w ith two magazines and 
cy linder-cleaning tool and brush. 

Manufacturer: ............... ... ... ........ Heckler & Koch GmbH, Oberndorf/ 
Germany. 

Importer: .................... ... .. .. .. ... ..... Heckler & Koch Inc., Dept. SOF, 21480 
Pacific Blvd., Sterling, VA 22170; phone: 
703-450-1900. 

T&E summary: ..... ........... ....... .... Highest possible quality, reliability and 
durability. Heavy. Large grip frame area. 
Expensive. Designed for armed profession­
als demanding milspec performance . Cali­
ber stands between 9mm Parabellum and 
.45 ACP in effectiveness. 

·--------~ ...... , ... ,.,~-------. 
H&K P7M1 O pistol, disassembled for cleaning. 

180-grain Jacke ted Hollow Point (JHP) 
bullets tested consistently impacted five 
rounds into a ragged half-inch hole at this 
distance . T hat's excellent (and to no small 
degree a function of the P7M I o·s fixed 
barrel) and will more than do for gun­
fights . Bullets weighing only 155 grains 
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were not as accurate. 
As expected, reliability was of the high­

est order and there were no stoppages in 
the more th an 1,000 rounds fired . Per­
ceived recoil and muzzle jump were of a 
low level. also expected because of the 
pi sto l' s high mass. As a consequence of 

this latter characteri st ic. ta rget 
reacquisition during double tap drill s ap­
peared to be so mew hat fas ter. although 
thi s was not quantified . Ejec ti on of spe nt 
cases was powe rful and consistently 

15 feet to the right. However, only op­
erators with large hands need apply . This 
is no t a lady's purse pisto l, and shoote rs 
with smaller-than-no rm al hands. will have 
difficulty mas tering the P7M !O's massive 
grip frame area . 

SOF evaluated the terminal effects of a 
wide array of .40 S&W ammuni tion. Most 
was effective and it appears that the am­
munition manufac turers are starting to pro­
duce handgun bullets of the proper design . 

Federal's 180-grain JHP without a post 
ave raged 960 feet per seco nd (fps), ex­
panded to .65 ca liber and penetrated . w ith­
out fragmentation , from 12.3 to 12.5 inches 
of soft ti ssue . This is acceptab le perfor­
mance. Their 180-gra in JHP Hydra-Shok 
bullet with its goofy post is loaded into an 
impressive nicke led case. Its performance 
is less than impressive . Expanding to .68 
ca libe r. it penetrates only 11.7 to 11.9 
inch es of soft ti ssue w hile traveling at 950 
fps. That' s margin a l. and we surel y don't 
need to pay more for less. 

Winchester's 180-gra in JHP in this cali ­
ber a lso travels downrange at about 940 
fps. expands to .65 ca li ber with only mi­
nor fragment ation. and penetrates about 
12.5 inch es of soft ti ssue. 

Ho rn ady's and B lack Hill s · .40 S&W 
am muniti o n, w he n loaded wit h the 
Hornady 180-gra in JHP XTP bullet. turned 
in the best performance. Velocity ranged 
from 950 to 975 fps fo r the Hornady loads. 
and 850 to 890 fps for the Black Hills 
ammo. Expansion was ste ll ate-shaped. 
with the points averaging .68 caliber and 
the fl ats at about .64 ca libe r. There was 
no fragmentat ion and this bullet w ill pen­
etrate about 14 .2 inch es of soft tissue . 

Two 155-grain JHP .40 S&W bullets 
we re tested. Winchester ' s Silvertip trav­
els at about 930 fps. expands to about .62 
caliber and penetrates 12.4 to 13 inches 
with no fragmentation. Hornady's bull et 
in thi s weight pe rfor ms more erraticall y 
eve n when loaded by Black Hills. Ve loc­
ity varies by I 00 fps ( 1.050 to 1.150 fps). 
Expa ns ion is consistent at .62 caliber. but 
there is no ticeab le fragmentatio n of the 
lead-alloy core all along the wound track, 
and penetration varies from l 0.3 to 13.4 
inches. I believe we would be better served 
if a 200-grain JHP bullet was developed 
fo r the .40 S&W. Until th at occurs, 180-
grai n JHP bulfCts shoul d be se lected and , 
at prese nt. Hornady and Black Hills am­
muni tion provide the best performances 
in this weight. 

The P7M !O's envelope remains some­
what of an enigma. In overall length it is 
considerably more compact than many 
o ther pi stols chambered fo r the .40 S&W 
cartridge. But its g rip frame area is large 

Continued on page 68 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 43 



J(GB Agent in 
America)s 
Fourth Estate 

I.ESTO 
I. F. Stone, the left-wing journalist who 

was honored as ABC News' "Man of the Week" on June 16, 
1989. the day after he died. has been exposed as having been 
a paid agent of the KGB for many years. 

It has been disclosed by former KGB officers that Stone 
was on the Soviet payroll for at least 15 years. He finally 
terminated the KGB connection in 1968 because of the So­
viet invasion of Czechoslovakia. In naming I. F. Stone Man 
of the Week on World News Tonight, anchorman Peter 
Jennings said Stone had "a truly profound effect'" on Ameri­
can journalism. 

Jennings declared. "He always succeeded in prompting 
other people to think. Sometimes they were outraged. But 
there was no avoiding a connection with Stone ' s intellect and 
passion. For many people. it's a rich experience to read or 
reread Stone· s views on America's place in the world, on 
freedom. on the way government works and sometimes cor­
rupts:· Jennings said Stone's credo was, "to write the truth, to 
defend the weak against the strong, to fight for justice ... 

Jennings was not alone in praising " Izzy'" Stone, who was 
a faithful follower of Stalin throughout the entire reign of that 
cruel and bloodthirsty tyrant. Editorialists, obituary writers 
and a broad range of columnists, including Tom Wicker and 
Anthony Lewis of The New York Times, joined in lauding 
him. Media eulogies gushed over Stone at a memorial service 
in Washington. D.C., on July 18. 1989. Richard Dudman, 
Washington reporter for the St. Louis Post-Dispatch, opined that 
Stone's skepticism " made it sure that he wasn't a communist any 
more than he was a right-wing ideologue." 

At the time, we pointed out that Stone had been a communist 
at least until 1956, when many of the faithful were disi'llusioned 
by Nikita Khrushchev's secret speech exposing Stalin's crimes 
against his fellow Bolsheviks. We chided Jennings and other 
journalists who were gushing over Stone for not mentioning that 
their hero had long served one of the blackest tyrannies in re­
corded history. We suggested they should write the truth about 
their hero - none of them did. 

We did not know at that time that this icon of the journalistic 
fraternity had served for more than 15 years as a paid KGB agent! 
He took both money and his marching orders from Moscow. 
Moscow gold fin anced his publication, /. F. Stone 's Weekly, the 
peacenik bible. This four-page newsletter had a circulation of 
70,000 at its peak, and The New York Times noted in a 1989 
obituary tribute that "because so many of the readers were politi­
cal activists, journalists and academics, the influence was greater 
than its numbers suggest." 

In March 1992, retired KGB General Oleg D. Kalugin, who 
for years ran disinformation and other covert operations under 
the cover of press officer at the Soviet embassy in Washington, 
D.C., gave a speech in London; he said: "We had an agent, a 
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well-known American journalist with a good reputation, who 
severed his ties with us after 1956 .. . I myself convinced him to 
resume them. But in 1968, after the invasion of Czechoslovakia ... 
he said he would never again take any money from us." 

Kalugin did not name that journalist, but in the June 6 issue of 
the conservative weekly Human Events Herbert Romerstein re­
ported that during a visit to the Soviet Union "a high-ranking 
retired KGB officer with extensive knowledge about operations 
against the United States" had informed him that it was I. F. 
Stone. A few weeks earlier, a former high-ranking Soviet intelli­
gence officer, speaking off the record, had told Accuracy In 
Media (AIM) chairman Reed Irvine that Stone was one of several 
prominent journalists who were Soviet agents of influence. 

Romerstein (former member of the staff of the House Com­
mittee on Un-American Activities and head of the U.S . Informa­
tion Agency's Office to Counter Soviet Active Measures and 
Disinformation until his retirement in 1989) had gone to Russia to 
investigate Soviet disinformation and covert operations. His KGB 
source told him Stone had begun taking Soviet money before he 
started his weekly newsletter in 1953. That was the same year 
Stone published a book titled The Hidden History of the Korean 
War, which parroted the communist line that it was South Korea, 
not North Korea. which started the Korean War in June 1950. 
This disinformation was still kicking around as late as 1990, when 
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it showed up in a Public Broadcas ting Service TV document ary. 
Korea: The U11know11 War. 

Romerste in was told that after Khrushchev's secret 1956 speech 
disclosing so me of Stalin's crimes. Stone broke with the KGB 
but. as Kalugin had said in his London speech, he was re-re­
cruited. After the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia in August 
1968. Stone again broke his KGB tics. Romerstein 's source told 
him Stone was so upset that he wouldn't even let Kalugin pay for 
his lunch at their last meeting. 

Stone ·s contacts with KGB officers were observed by the FBI. 
An FBI su rveillance report cited in Curt Gentry's book , 
J. Edgar Hooi·er: the Man and the Secrets, noted : "On February 
11. 1966. at 1 :09 p.m. , the subject (Stone J was observed to meet 
Oleg D. Kalugin in front of Harvey ·s Restaurant, 1107 Connecti­
cut Avenue N.W., Washington. D.C. Together. they subsequently 
entered Harvey's Restaurant." (Ironically, Harvey's was the regu­
lar luncheon spot for FBI Director Hoover and his top aide Clyde 
Tolson.) However, the FBI is less helpful than the KGB in in ­
forming the American people about Stone's treasonous activities . 

-·-----

AIM filed a Freedom of Information request 
for the FBI files on Stone shortly after his death. To date , we have 
received only heavily censored documents through the year 1950 
and have been informed that it may be years before 
the remaining files are released . 

Fearless, Self-Financed Dupe 

The Stone mythology was of a fearless, self-financed journal­
ist who found his stories in the small print of obscure congres­
sional hearings. We now know that he lied for years about the 
financial underpinning of his weekly. 

By Stone's oft-repeated account, he started the weekly in 
1953 using a mailing list of readers of The Natio11 and the far-left 
New York newspapers for which he had written. He managed to 
get 5.000 subscribers at $5 each. The price remained the same for 
19 years. as the circu lation grew to 70.000. The mystery of how 
Stone managed to pay printing and postage bills for the four-page 
newsletter for such a pittance and indulge in such luxuries as an 
annual crossing of the Atlantic on the Queen Elizabeth fl has now 
been solved. (Former Washington Post editor Peter Osnos, Stone's 
research assis tant in 1965-66. wrote in The New York Times in an 
op-ed obituary tribute that these trips were "an irony he savored 
as a lifelong socialist.") 
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In a preface to an anthology. In a Tim e of Tor111e11t 1961-67, 
Stone wrote. ··1 was in the black every one of those years and pa id 
off the loans which he lped me begin. w ithout having to appeal to 
my readers or to wealthy fri ends to keep go ing. I paid my b ills 
promptly like a solid bourgeois ... I have been a who ll y indepe n­
dent newspaperman , standing alone. without orga nizational or 
party backing, beholden to no one but my good reade rs:· His 
KGB paymasters must have at least smiled when they read that. 

Castro ' s Cuba was high among Stone ·s loves. On the heels of 
the Cuban missile crisis, he described Cuba as "a popular democ­
racy, a kind of continuous town meeting under a popul ar dicta­
tor. " He said that Castro's exciting, pure revo luti ona ries were an 
inspiration for the liberal forces in the Soviet Union. He blamed 
the Cuban missile crisis on the United States. saying it "was the 
climax of the hateful attitudes and policies with which we have 
long sought to dominate, to destroy and to starve out an island 
neighbor." He said it would have been better to have left the 
missiles in Cuba rather than risk a nuclear war to force their 
removal. 

ruse . 

Probabl y Stone 's greatest disservice to the cause of free­
dom was in mobilizing opposition to the Vietnam War in 
the United States. After speaking at an anti -war "teach-in" 
in the spring of 1965. Stone wrote, "It was an inspiring 
occasion. Those intense and concerned young faces , eager 
to learn, filled one with hope . The teach-in moveme nt is 
making democracy meaningful ... " 

During the late 1960s and early 1970s, the media elite 
snickered when presidents Johnson and Nixon suggested 
that foreign governments influenced , even directed. th e anti­
war movement. Both presidents were ridiculed as para noid 
red-baiters who did not recogni ze a grassroots uprising. But 
there was Izzy Stone , paid with Kremlin gold , fan ning the 
flames of anti-war. draft-resisting sentiment among the youth 
of America. 

Selling Out South Vietnam 

Stone rejected the evidence that showed that South 
Vietnam's National Liberation Front (NLF) was a creature 
of the communist regime in Hanoi . In December 1963, he 
wrote: " In South Vietnam itse lf, the National Liberation 
Front has made it clear in a clandestine interview that it did 
not wish ' to exchange one dictatorship for another.' A demo­
cratic South Vietnam, an honorable and face-saving peace 
are possible. " Yet , as soon as the north won the war, it 
liquidated the National Liberation Front and subjected the 
south to Hanoi's dictatorial rule. Stone , the Stalinist, surely 
knew the communists were lying in pretending that the NLF 
was a genuine democratic movement. This was an o ld red 

Stone earned his KGB pay in helping the communists trans­
form the failed 1968 Tet offensive into a stunning psychological 
victory. On February l 9, l 968, after our forces had inflicted on 
the Viet Cong such heavy casualties that they were never again an 
effective fighting force , Stone wrote: " It is no longer necessary to 
argue the mendacity of our leaders and the incompetence of our 
military. Mr. Johnson has assured us that the successful surprise 
attack on 100 Vietnamese cities and towns was really a Viet Cong 
defeat ; if they suffer a few more such defeats, we ' II be lucky to 
settle for a coalition government in Hawaii. " 

Stone was quick to pick up The Associated Press correspon­
dent Peter Arnett's dubious claim that a U.S. major had said of the 
town of Ben Tre, "It became necessa ry to destroy the town to save 
it. " Stone wrote, "This will go down in th e history books as 
typical of our whole Vietnamese campaign. The whole country is 
slowly being burnt down to ' save it.· " This theme was quickly 
picked up and spread by other journalists throughout the United 
States and the world, even though it was palpably fa lse with 
respect to both Ben Tre and Vietnam as a whole. 

Tom Wicker, syndicated New York Times columnist, was one 

Continued on page 64 
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SLICI< WILLIE 
THE ARTFUL 

DRAFT DODGER 
by Colonel Alex McColl 

SOF being SOF, you can well imagine that a lot of 
bizarre documents turn up in our offices. But few are more 
bizarre than the now-famous letter dated 2 December 1969 that 
Bill Clinton wrote to Colonel Eugene Holmes, then Director of 
the ROTC program at the University of Arkansas. 

The version we have was printed in The New York Times on 
13 February 1992. No one in Clinton ·s camp has challenged the 
authenticity of this letter, i.e., the fact that Clinton , then a 23-
year-old graduate student at Oxford University in England, wrote, 
signed and mailed it. So we will take that as admitted. 

First a bit of background: Clinton graduated from Georgetown 
University in Washington, D.C. , in 1968 with a sufficiently im­
pressive record that he received a Rhodes scholarship to do two 
years of graduate study at Oxford. This being the period when the 
war in Vietnam was going on and the draft in effect, he received 
student deferments for his undergraduate studies. 

Apparently his draft board was so impressed that a local boy 
had a Rhodes scholarship that they gave him another year's 
deferment. In April 1969, however, he was told he would be 
called up in September or October of that year. During the sum­
mer of 1969 he took physical exams for officer programs with the 
U.S. Navy and the Air Force and was disqualified in both . 

So, on the basis of an informal indication that he would be 
accepted by the University of Arkansas Law School, he signed a 
letter of intent to enroll in the Army ROTC program that fall, and 
received a deferment for that, beginning in August 1969. This, of 
course, shielded him from the previously announced call-up. In 
fact, he never applied for, nor enrolled, either in the University of 
Arkansas Law School or the ROTC program. He went back to 
Oxford for the second year of his Rhodes scholarship and from 
there to Yale Law School. 

Eventually, his ROTC deferment was canceled, but by that 
time the draft lottery system was in effect and , by mere coinci­
dence of course, Clinton drew a high and therefore "safe" number 
- and never did a day of military service. 

His letter was mailed from Oxford, England. Excerpts of the 
text are set out in the sidebar. He starts out by thanking Col. 
Holmes for "saving me from the draft. " In the next six paragraphs 
Clinton sets out in clear, articulate words his opposition to and 
detestation for the Vietnam War and the draft. 

At this point, one is permitted to ask how come an individual 
with these views was signing a letter of intent to enroll in a 
program training people to be officers in the army fighting that 
war with a large percentage of draftees in the rank and file. 

The first duty of an officer is to lead and enthusiastically 
support what the chain of command is trying to do. If he ever did 
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have any intention of actually going through with his commit­
ment to the ROTC program, this involved at least a major switch 
from the views on the subject set out at such length and with such 
clarity in his letter. Keep in mind that this letter was written after 

WAR IS HECK: 
QUAYLE vs. CLINTON 

Of course, a parallel has been drawn between Bill 
Clinton 's maneuvers resulting in his not being drafted 
and the allegations made during the 1988 campaign 
concerning Dan Quayle's enrollment in the National 
Guard. One difference, of course, is that Quayle actually 
did join the Guard, while Clinton never did a day of 
military service; during the Vietnam War, a fair number 
of Guard units were called up and not a few served in 
Vietnam. 

The other has to do with the main-line coverage of 
these allegations. According to a tally by Media Re­
search Center, during the first 1 O days of the Quayle/ 
National Guard controversy the four major broadcast 
networks did 51 news stories exclusively on his National 
Guard service, along with some 158 further times the 
issue was raised during prime-time coverage of the 1988 
Republican National Convention . 

In the first 10 days of the Clinton draft avoidance 
story, the four networks aired only 13 stories on this 
matter. When the 6 February 1992 edition of The Wall 
Street Journal broke the Clinton episode, ABC News 
made it story No. 5 in their evening news broadcast, 
while CBS and NBC ignored it altogether. On 18 August 
1988, after the Quayle story broke, the four networks 
aired a total of 15 features on him. 

Similarly, a New York Post report that Clinton's cam­
paign has a $2 million line of credit from Jack Stephens, 
who has been linked to the BCCI scandal, was ignored 
by all but Reuters and The Boston Globe. And, reports in 
the New York Post and The Dallas Morning News of 
interviews with Gennifer Flowers' roommates corrobo­
rating the allegations of an adulterous liaison were ig­
nored by the rest of the media. Would this have been the 
case if the subject had not been the main-line media's 
fair-haired boy? 

-AM. 
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he had made the commitment to 
ROTC, walked out on it and 
gone back to Oxford. The other 
possibility is that the objective 
was "saving me from the draft '' 
during the critical two months 
of September and October l 969, 
with no intent at all of honoring 
this commitment. 

Then the letter goes on to 
explain that his decision not to 
be a draft resister was "to main­
tain my political viability within 
the system ... This is a bald ad­
mission that, in Clinton's sys­
tem of values, ambition and po­
liti ca l expediency come ahead 
of any sort of ethical values and 
principles. To say the least , an 
unsettling revelation concerning 
an individual who aspires to the 
highest office in the land. Ac­
cording to the letter to Col. 
Holmes. on 12 September 1969 
Clinton had w ritten to his draft Photo: R. Maiman/Sygma 

board asking to be drafted as 
soon as possib le : but, perhaps characteristically , he never mai led 
the letter. 

So other men, probably not as articulate, literate or cleve r as 
Bill Clinton. and certainly not as adept at avoiding doing wh at 
they didn 't care to do. but brave, loyal , willing men went and 
served and some of them died, while Bill Clinton was attending 
Oxford and the law school at Yale . Others, holding the Clinton 
view of the war but not his ideas about "political v iability' ' went to 
Canada or to Sweden or to jail. In view of w hat happened. in 
Vietnam. Laos and Cambodia beginning in 1975. they were wrong, 
but at leas t they upheld what they believed with more than words. 

Clinton supporters will say, " And so what? That was 23 years 
ago . Draft dodging was a recognized indoor sport in 1969, and the 
Bill Clinton of today isn ' t the Bill Clinton of 23 years ago.' ' 

Draft dodging, like any other sport, also had its rules; it's like 
the difference between tax avoidance and tax evasion. Outright 
lies and formal commitments to do something you never had any 
intention of doing strike us, at least, as a rather unsporting way of 
maki ng sure that someone else carried the rifle and got shot at. 

An L.A. Times story of late 
August indicates Clinton's 
uncle, Ra ymond Clinton . a 
politically well-connected car 
dealer in Hot Springs. Arkan­
sas, orchestrated political pres­
sure to delay his nephew's pre­
induction physical for more 
than 10 months so that he 
could complete his first years's 
graduate study at Oxford. This 
directly contradicts Clinton ' s 
repeated statements that he did 
not receive special treatment 
from his draft board . 
Somebody's lying here, and 
we don ' t think it was the 
former members and employ­
ees of the draft board who 
talked with the L.A. Times re­
porter. 

We find it more than a little 
unsettling that a man showing 
the ethical fle xibility and lack 
of character that Clinton did 
in this incident is seeki ng the 

presidency, particularl y considering the awesome powers and 
responsibilities of that position . And the matter of Gennifer Flow­
ers. w hatever else, does not indicate any fundamental change in 
values of Bill Clinton-1969 and Bill Clinton-1 992. Onl y that he 
has become more cautious about saying what he really th inks. 

As late as this past August, at an American Legion convention, 
Clinton aga in waffled on his draft dodging, adding new doubts 
about hi s truthfulness. Apparently th ere reall y isn "t much differ­
ence between Bill Clinton of 1969 and Bill Clinton of 1992. 

Fortunately for all of us, he was a rather young man w hen he 
wrote the letter to Col. Holmes and apparently could not resist the 
urge to set out a brilliantly articul ate discussion of his views and 
position. W hich are now very much part of an unsettling public 
reco rd . But the idea that the author of that letter may be presiding 
over Veterans Day ceremonies at Arlington National Cemetery, to 
say noth ing of the armed forces of this country , is even more 
unsettling.~ 

EXCERPT FROM BILL CLINTON'S 
LETTER TO COLONEL EUGENE HOLMES 

"First, I want to thank you, not just for 
saving me from the draft, but for being so 
kind and decent to me last summer ... 

"From my work I came to believe that the 
draft system itself is illegitimate. No govern­
ment really rooted in limited, parliamentary 
democracy should have the power to make 
its citizens fight and kill and die in a war they 
may oppose ... 

"I decided to accept the draft in spite of my 
beliefs for one reason: to maintain my politi­
cal viability within the system. 

"For years I have worked to prepare my­
self for a political life characterized by both 
practical political ability and concern for rapid 
social progress. It is a life I still feel com-
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pelled to try to lead. 
"When the draft came, despite political 

convictions, I was having a hard time facing 
the prospect of fighting a war I had been 
fighting against and that is why I contacted 
you. ROTC was the one way left in which I 
could possibly, but not positively, avoid both 
Vietnam and resistance. 

"After I signed the ROTC letter of intent I 
began to wonder whether the compromise I 
had made with myself was not more objec­
tionable than the draft would have been, be­
cause I had no interest in the ROTC program 
in itself and all I seemed to have done was to 
protect myself from physical harm." 
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John Donovan 1aughed. 
What else could he do? Soldier Of 
Fortune's Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown had just scrambled into a small 
tree a few inches ahead of the horns of an 
African Cape buffalo. He shouldn ' t have 
been laughing, but it was just plain funny. 

"There we were in deepest , darkest 
Africa," Donovan explained, "trying to 
capture wild Cape buffalo, one of the most 
dangerous animals in Africa." 

Drought and an over-

.. 
The day before, they had tried using a 

helicopter. I flew with Parson, photograph­
ing the panicked Cape buffalo. Another 
tactic was to herd them with pickups, but 
this became costly when the buffalo re­
peatedly charged the trucks. 

Then someone got the bright idea of 
using a long sheet of plastic to herd the 
buffalo toward the chutes, where curtains 
could be shut behind them. They then 
would be moved to the waiting trucks. It 

was around this time 
population of buffalo 
have forced the South 
Africans to capture and 
sell as many Cape buf­
falo as possible to save 
the herds. During last 
May's safari, SOF's hunt­
ing group was invited to 
participate in this capture, 
which was organized by 
the Latava Ranch on the 
Guyzankulu homeland. 

"We got out there and 
Rocco Gioia said that 

"It's better 
to have a 
handful of 

thorns than 
an ass full 
of horns." 

that Brown and 
Donovan got in­
volved. 

This plan sounded 
easier than it was. 
Brown offered to take 
Donovan 's picture af­
ter they had slipped 
under the fence and 
were standing inside 
the large end of the 
boma with the buf­
f a lo. "Donovan," 
Brown said, "you get 
up there next to the since Brown and I were 

former Special Forces 
types, we should just go right out there 
with the catchers carrying a 100-yard-long 
plastic curtain to herd the buffalo along," 
Donovan said. 

The buffalo had been rounded up by 
helicopter. Pilot Rob Parson, a former Rho­
desian, flew his Bell Jet Ranger at treetop 
level, sometimes dipping the skids below 
treetops, holding the rotors only a few feet 
above disaster to move each group of buf­
falo into a large enclosure called a boma. 

Once buffalo are in the boma, plastic 
curtains on cables are pulled shut to trap 
the confused animals inside the temporary 
fence. To move buffalo down the boma, 
which narrows like a giant funnel, the 
South Africans use a variety of techniques. 
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- John Donovan 

buffalo and I' II get 
some pictures of you getting run over." 

"That's typical Brown," Donovan re­
called. "As soon as we got in with the 
buffalo and started taking pictures, they 
charged us so we had to run back and roll 
under the fence. " 

Neither Brown nor Donovan were 
daunted; they went back under the fence 
and got chased out again until finally the 
Africans had the buffalo herded up in one 
corner of the boma. "So now we got the 
South Africans, and the native Africans, 
and the guys from the game ranch, all 
watching Brown and me. And we've got to 
go out there to help them herd buffalo by 
walking this 100-yard curtain toward 
them," Donovan explained . 

"We got Africans on one side of us, 
and Africans on the other side of us, and 
we got this sheet of plastic strung out and 
we ' re holding it like a 'Kilroy Was Here ' 
banner. And you don ' t want to stick your 
head up, because if the buffalo see your 
face over the top they ' ll know where you 
are and charge you . So you are kind of 
walking forward blind , not knowing if a 
buffalo is coming toward you or not. 

"We finally got the canvas all the way 
across but we were about 75 or 125 feet 
from the nearest canvas to roll under, when 
all of a sudden here they came! 

"By the time I dropped the canvas, 
Brown was behind me about 40 fee t tak­
ing pictures, probably hoping to see me 
get run over. You could tell the buffalo 
were on a roll and I dropped the canvas 
when I realized I was the only one stand­
ing out there. It had gotten awfully heavy." 

Donovan was in full stride when he 
realized there were only two trees of any 
size close enough to offer any protection, 
and those trees were only 8 inches in di­
ameter. "The tree I climbed up turned out 
to be a thorn tree," he said, "but I didn't 
know that at the time and didn't really 
care." After climbing his thorn tree, 
Donovan could look down and see Brown 
standing beside the second tree. 

"There he was, his eyes as big as horse 
turds," Donovan said, "and I yelled at him, 
'Brown, get your ass up in the tree!' " 

Donovan's shouts must have been 
louder than the thundering hoofs of the 
buffalo. Brown reached up and grabbed a 
tree limb but the limb bent under his weight 
and dumped him on the ground, tw isting 
his ankle. 

"Brown looked up at me and of course 
I started laughing," Donovan said . "It 
looked like Brown was going to get 
trampled into the dirt, but suddenly in one 
big hop, like out of a cartoon, he was up in 
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this tree as high as he could go, about 8 or 
9 fee t, but his hat fell off and was on the 
ground." 

A South African off to one side, safely 
up in another tree John hadn't seen, had 

·I I 1
1 

l!J: 

I • J IA 

been casually watching the two Ameri­
cans scramble away from the buffalo. He 
laconically told Donovan, "One shouldn't 
climb thorn trees." 

Donovan replied: "It's better to have a 
handful of thorns than an ass full of horns." 
With all the buffalo in one corner of the 
boma, everyone was able to get back on 
the ground, except Brown who was stuck 
in the tree because of his twisted ankle. 

Brown told Donovan he couldn ' t get 
out of the tree. One of the Africans gave 
him his hat and Brown got comfortable in 
the tree to watch. Everyone returned to 
carrying the canvas, but the buffalo 

FLY ME i 

by Galen Geer 

wouldn't cooperate and the same thing 
happened again. 

"This time:· Donovan noted, " I was a 
little closer to the smooth tree and when 
the buffalo came through, ol' Watash here 
was up in it and that South African was up 
in the thorn tree. Brown was still up in his 
tree enjoying the whole thing. " 

On the third try, the canvas herding 
trick worked and the buffalo were headed 
down the chute. Donovan, however, was 
laughing and harassing Brown for staying 
in the tree. 

After the buffalo were herded into the 
chute Donovan went back to get Brown 
out of the tree . That even ing. as the two 
relived the day ' s adven ture, Donovan ad­
mitted herding buffalo had been one of 
the biggest rushes of his life. 

Remembering Brown in the tree, he 
noted, " It was also amusing to see what a 
full-grown man Brown's age can do when 
he's impelled by stark terror. In one bound 
he was in this tree , and that's where he 
stayed until we got the curtain up on the 
third pass." 

" Of course," Donovan added thought­
fully, " if he hadn ' t gotten up the tree he 
would have been a dead man.·· Brown 
complained Donovan was laughing at him 
in his moment of peril, but Donovan coun­
tered that Brown had offered to take his 
picture while the buffalo ran over him. 

" There wasn ' t any meanness intended," 
Donovan insisted. " But you should have 

Continued on page 69 

Sanctions against South Africa are being lifted around the world, and we're happy to see 
the superb South African Airways (SAA) flying our friendly skies again. 

After five years, landing sanctions were lifted in October 1991 and travel time to Africa 
has been cut by nearly half. Big SAA 747s are now landing and departing from New York's 
John F. Kennedy Airport four times weekly with direct flights to Johannesburg. 

Although the direct flight is much shorter than when sanctions were in effect, it still takes 
a full 15 hours of flying time, with a single fuel stop in the Cape Verde islands. However, SAA 
has gone to exceptional lengths to provide for comfort of passengers. Complimentary South 
African wines (among the world's finest) are available throughout the flight, and gourmet 
meals are served. In comparison, our domestic carriers should cringe in shame at what they 
serve passengers. 

For the past three years SAA has been voted the best airline to Africa by leading international publications. The airline's motto, 'We 
didn't invent flying, we just perfected it," reflects their dedication to flying comfort. 

Soldier Of Fortune Magazine is proud to welcome South African Airways back to the United States. 
For more information on SAA, call 1-800-722-9675, or write: SAA, Dept. SOF, 900 Third Ave. New York, NY 10022-4771 . 

- G. G. 

NOVEMBER 92 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 49 



RO§§ PEROT\§ 
PLAN TO BRING OUR 

POW/MKAs HOME 
by Colonel Alex McColl 

On 11August1992, H. Ross Perot testified to the U.S. Senate Select Committee 011 POW/MIA Affairs. This 
article is based on his testimony and augmented, where possible, with information gathered by Soldier Of 
Fortune during our many years investigating the same subject. 

Ross Perot has been involved in trying to help U.S. mili- took the mail to Paris, the North Vietnamese refused to accept it. 
tary POWs in Vietnam and Laos, and their families , When the U.S . prisoners came home from North Vietnam in 
since late 1969. That's 1973, Perot funded a week-
more than 20 years. end bash in San Francisco 

In December 1969, after get- for them and for the men who 
ting the approval of President had taken part in the Son Tay 
Nixon. Pero t collected a raid.Perotleamedatthistime 
planeload of medical supplies that beginning in 1969, air 
and other items for POWs then crews flying north were 
being held in North Vietnam. briefed on Perot's support for 
He went to the trouble of get- the POWs; also, this had be-
ting advice from two returned come widely known among 
POWs on exactly what was POWs being held in North 
needed most. and paid for the Vietnam. 
whole trip. 

When the planeload got to 
Laos. the North Vietnamese 
Embassy would not let them go 
through to Hanoi. After days of 
negoti ations and a flight to 
Copenhagen to talk with the 
Soviet ambassador. Perot was 
denied permission to deliver the 
supplies. The only good that 
came of this incident was that 
it pub licized the plight of 
the POWs. 

That same Christmas. Perot 
funded a trip to Paris for a 
planeload of wives and children 
of POWs. This also helped draw 
public attention to the problem 
of the POWs. 

North Vie tnam ·s ambassa­
dor in Laos then said that if 
Perot were a true humanitarian. 
he would show the same inter­
est in North Vietnamese pris­
oners being held in South Viet­
nam. So. in the spring of 1970, 
again at his own expense and 
with the approval and concur­
rence of the U.S . government, 
Perot visited all the POW camps 
in South Vietnam. He took note 
of the fact that prisoners were 
well-cared for. filmed the whole 
thing and coll ected mail for 
de livery to the families of these 
NV A prisoners. When Perot 
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H. Ross Perot speaking in Denver, Colorado, before withdrawing 
from 1992 presidential race. Photo: Jim Pate 

Prisoners In Laos 

In the spring of 1970, 
Perot was told by a Pathet 
Lao leader named Soph 
Petrosy that the Pathet Lao 
were then holding "tens of 
tens" - which apparen tly 
meant at least 10 groups each 
of 10 - of American POWs. 
Petrosy has since repudiated 
this statement, claiming it 
was made for propaganda 
purposes to raise the morale 
and political consciousness 
of the Pathet Lao cadres. 

According to Perot, at this 
time he was also briefed by 
the CIA station chief in the 
U.S. Embassy in Laos on the 
numbers of POWs being held 
in Laos. Perot says that two 
of his associates were at the 
briefing, but that the station 
chief now cl a ims that the 
meeting never took place . So 
far , the name of the station 
chief hasn · t surfaced, nor has 
his version of these events 
been heard. 

Some 350 U.S . military 
and civilian personnel were 
then listed as "missing o r 
captured .. in Laos. Of these, 
nine Americans and one Ca­
nadian had been returned. 
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Perot meets with actor Richard Crenna, who portrayed Perot in 
a television miniseries about Perot's 1979 plot to rescue two 
employees from imprisonment in Iran. Photo: AP/Wide World 

Apparently these were men who were captured in Laos by the 
NV A. not by the Pathet Lao and were held in North Vietnam, 
not Laos. 

Other than the men mentioned above. Dieter Dengler (who 
escaped) and one woman named Rosemary Conway, none of the 
"missing or captured" in Laos have been recovered alive . The line 
taken by the communist government in Laos is 
that any who survived their aircraft's crash, or 
whatever, were killed by enraged villagers. 

During his testimony to the Senate Select 
Committee in Washington in August of this 
year. Perot emphasized several times that given 
all this, the burden of accounting for the pris­
oners they adm itted to holding at that tim~ is 
very much on the present government of Laos . 
Even now. there is no firm information on the 
four Americans that the Pathet Lao admitted 
holding. 

Man-Made Island 

POWs in Southeast Asia. The plaintiffs included a John Obassy , 
who claimed to have a film of U.S. POWs in Laos; supposedly he 
knew the names of the a lleged POWs in the film but refused to 
identify them. Given the allegations in the lawsuit, if the film ever 
did exist. th is is indeed bizzare even by the rather baroque stan­
dards of the POW/MIA issue . 

In 1986 Smith's lawyer wrote a letter to President Reagan 
stating that a man named Robin Gregson had a videotape showing 
live U.S. POWs in Vietnam. Reagan passed the matter to then­
Vice President George Bush. who contacted Perot . 

Everyone who became involved with the Gregson tape, from 
Bush and Perot on down (with the possible exception of Smith). 
proceeded quite aware that this was almost certainly a scam, but 
they pursued the matter to the end anyway, on the 1 % chance that 
it wasn't. 

Perot test ified that he got involved in the Gregson affair at the 
request of Bush, and that the asking price fo r the alleged tape was 
$4.2 million; that he spent $45.000 to get Gregson out of jail in 
Singapore so that he could produce the tape, and that Gregson 
came to Washington to appear before a House committee on 
POW/MIAs in 1986, but changed his mind and refused to testify. 

As it happens. Soldier Of Fortune is we ll-acquainted with the 
background of Gregson and his alleged tape. In 1983 we pub­
lished an article on a man variously called Sean o·Toole or 
Robert Toolis, who had allegedly encountered American POWs 
in Vietnam while there on an arms-buying trip for the Irish 
Republican Army (IRA). (See " Blarney ... SOF's POW/MIA Spe­
cial. Spring '83). 

In 1986 O'Toole called SOF Publisher Robert K. Brown and 
suggested he get in touch with a Gregson. formerly of the British 
Special Air Service (SAS), who was in Bangkok and had valuable 
information on American POWs still being held. 

Brown contacted our Bangkok correspondent, Jim Coyne, and 

According to Perot, in 1986 he and a retired 
general interrogated returned defector Bobby 
Garwood, who had come out in 1979. To what 
extent th is seven-year delay was due to legal 
constraints and "advice of counsel." and to 
what extent due to governmental incompetence 
and indifference. is not at all clear. Perot stated 
that Garwood referred to a ''.man-made island" 
where U.S. prisoners were held. According to 
another source, Garwood first brought up the 
"man-made island '' in 1985 when he was ap-

Perot with group of POW wives leaving Dallas, Texas, with two planeloads of 
Christmas gifts for U.S. POWs held in North Vietnam. Photo: AP/Wide World 

pealing his court-martial conviction. This was 
followed up then and since by the DIA, who found nothing to 
substantiate this story. 

Gregson's Famous Tape 

Mark Smith is a former U.S. Army major. At one time he was 
the commander of the Special Forces Detachment in Korea, 
whose area of interest included training operations in Thailand, 
collection of information on possible POWs in Laos and Cambo­
dia and the possibility of cross-border rescue operations. After he 
got out of the Army in 1984 he. Sergeant "Red" Mcintyre and 
others brought a lawsuit, which was dismissed, against President 
Reagan and others alleging a cover-up of information on live U.S . 
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asked him to interview Gregson. What follows is Coyne 's ac­
count of Gregson 's claims, and how Bush and then Perot came to 
be involved in this whole convoluted story. Even though Perot 
paid for the whole exercise. we suspect that quite a few of the 
details here will be news to him: 

Coyne's Account 

" Before I went to meet with Gregson, I sent a Thai associate 
ahead to stake out the meeting place at the Rex Hotel in Bangkok. 
He arrived an hour before I got there, sat in a comer and stayed an 
hour after I left. I took this precaution because Gregson suppos­
edly was connected with the IRA. That's how we found out that I 
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wouldn ·t have anything to do with me. 
"The next time I saw him was at an ice­

cream stand outside a theater. I said he llo 
to him. pretending nothing had happened. 
and he said. 'CIA. it's got to be the CIA.· 
And I said. ' No, I don"t work for the CIA." 
And he said, 'Well. listen. all I got to tell 
you is after the last time I talked to you. 
the embassy called me up and for the next 
month there was nothing but noodle ven­
dors, street cleaners and people trimming 
trees outside my house. ' I imagine those 
noodle vendors were Thai police. 

"I kept asking around about Gregson. 
One of the things that he told me at the 
meeting was that he had a contract to work 
on the Rolls-Royces of the Thai royal fam­
ily. He was trying to impress me with the 
fact that he was involved with the Thai 
royal family; what he didn't know was 
that I was a close friend of General Pichitr 
Kullavanijaya, who was at that time com­
manding general of the 1st Division, ' the 
King's Guard.' Perot is interviewed outside Soviet Embassy in Copenhagen during his unsuccess­

fully attempt to deliver two planeloads of gifts to American POWs in Hanoi. 
" I called Pichitr to ask him about this 

guy who was linked to the IRA and was 
working on the royal family s cars. Pichitr 

told me to come right over. When I got there Pichitr called in 
Lieutenant General Saneh Sittipunt, who was then assistant direc­
tor general of the Thai national police. Saneh is one of the most 
honest policemen in Thailand. 

Photo: AP1Wide World 

was under surveillance and was photographed and taped at this 
meeting. As soon as I left. two Thais and two Caucasians joined 
Gregson at the table and talked excitedly about our meeting. 

··Jt got my interest up that Gregson had gone to all this trouble, 
and I revised my original opinion that he was just another 
nut case. 

"Gregson had told me something I just couldn ' t ignore. He 
claimed that Lieutenant Colonel Denny Lane, the assistant U.S. 
Army attache in Thailand, had screwed him somehow and said 
the next time he saw him he was going to kill him. I felt obligated 
to call Lane at the embassy and warn him. 

"Saneh was then the number-two cop in Thailand. He asked 
for all my notes from the meeting, and I provided them to him 
right there, not even photocopies. And when he returned them to 
me it came v ia a police courier, in a police envelope, with a note 
say ing 'thank you very much .' 

"As soon as I called Denny, he said I should come right down 
to the embassy and talk to a Regional Security Officer. After I 
told the RSO exactly had happened. he said. 'We' ll take it from 
here.· That's when I knew I was in trouble . 

"Then I went to dinner with Jerry Waller, a world-famous 
British counterinsurgency expert who was with Thompson in 
Malaya. I mentioned Gregson and Waller said. 'Oh yeah. that guy 
says he ' s former SAS. but he·s not. Call Brian Reade. the first 
secretary at the British Embassy.' 

"Well, the first thing he did was call Gregson ·s number and 
ask if he had ever met with me. Of course, after that Gregson 

"Reade told me, ' lf I were you I'd break off all contact. He's 
a very dangerous guy - half-psychotic and very dangerous.· .. 

WHAT ABOUT BO? 
In transcripts of Perot's testimony. one subject was screamingly conspicuous by its 

absence. This concerned the several attempts. all unsuccessful, by retired Lieutenant 
Colonel James G. "Bo .. Gritz to recover American POWs in Laos. 

Operations "Velvet Hammer" (March 1981). "Grand Eagle" and "Lazarus" (both later 
in 1981) all received wide publicity at the time, which could not have escaped the eyes of 
Pathet Lao authorities. 

Since it appears from the transcripts that the decision has been made to declassify at 
least some of the signal-intercept intake from this period. it would be interesting to see the 
Lao and Vietnamese traffic for the periods during and after these operations, at least as it 
refers to American POWs in Laos or Vietnam. and especially in Laos. 

By that time, the Lao and Hanoi regimes must have seen that the $4 billion or so in 
reparations that they thought they were going to receive as a result of the Paris Accords 
of 1973 were not forthcoming. Even then. just one POW coming out and talking would 
have been a major propaganda disaster for them. 

It does not insult the imagination to speculate that at about this time they may have . 
come to the conclusion that the POWs had ceased to be a valuable bargaining asset and 
had become a potentially disastrous liability - and then taken what, to tham, would be 
the obvious corrective action. It would be instructive to see what. if any, reflection of this 
appears in the signal intercepts for this period. 

The record of these transcripts indicates Senator John Kerry is a competent attorney. 
Something we would dearly love to see is the transcript of a cross-examination. under 
oath. of Gritz by a well-prepared Kerry who has also read and analyzed these signal 
intercepts - stay tuned. 

- A. M. 
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A Beautiful Scam 

"Saneh finally filled me in on what 
Gregson was doing in Thailand. He 
would pose as a narcotics official from 
Interpol and have one of his boys -
he worked with a gang, half T hai, 
half foreigners, hippies and bums 
coming through Thailand. They'd find 
somebody that wanted to go smoke 
some Thai-stick or wanted to shoot 
up some heroin. and he 'd have one of 
his boys sell to this guy. 

"Then Gregson would go up and 
knock on the door and flash them this 
phony badge and arrest them, and all 
his Thais would come in and put them 
in handcuffs. All these guys are tour­
ists. scared to death, and Gregson 
would come and sit down and say, 
'Look, I know you· re having a hard 
time. and if you just give me the name 
of the person you got this from (one 
of his cohorts), and $2.000, !"II let 
you go. 

" So they would do it. They'd 
scrounge whatever money they had 
or cameras or whatever, give it to 
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JUST THE PARTY LINE 
A good deal of the committee's and the witnesses· time and attention during the U.S. 

Senate hearings was taken up with the question of who told Will iam Clements to tell Dr. 
Roger Shields to make the announcement, on 14 April 1973, that all the MIAs and possible 
POWs who had not come home in Operation Homecoming were dead. 

And this in the light of the "Eagleburger Memorandum" of 23 March 1973 that stated, 
among other things. that approximately 350 U.S. military and civil ian personnel were 
"missing or captured in Laos. " Plus many more were missing and not accounted for in 
South Vietnam. over North Vietnam and so on. 

Now. this could be the starting point for a fi rst-class political witch-hunt and for a whole 
crop of almost-credible conspiracy theories. Especially if one ignores the obvious. 

At that time. Richard Nixon. who was already under heavy attack from the Watergate 
scandal . was president and commander in chief. As such, he was and is ultimately 
responsible for the decision. So. forget the intermediate scapegoats. 

Notwithstanding the great effect of the December 1972 bombing around Hanoi. and the 
apparent willingness of our adversaries to do it our way. Nixon and Kissinger apparently 
believed that there was no congressional or public support for 
going on with the war. and certainly no support for going back 
in to recover the known POWs not accounted for. 

The idea was to put this whole unhappy episode behind 
us. By the light of hindsight this decision was dreadfully wrong, 
but it was made. 

And once the "party li ne" within the government was that 
there were no surviving POWs. it did not require a sinister 
conspiracy to breed the mind-set that got unduly rigorous in 
analyzing any and all live-sighting reports. And this mentality 
apparently went forward unchanged during subsequent 
administrations. 

-A. M. 

Gregson - Gregson w ould have one of his guys take the 
handcuffs off and they 'd walk. 

" Then th e guy, was let out of ja i l on an 
admin istrative error that had noth ing to do 
w i th Gregson and the wom an found out 
about it. When she demanded her money 
back . Gregson cla imed he had paid off 
Saneh; the number-two cop in Thai\and . 

" W ell , this A ustra lian went back to 
A ustralia and said th at Saneh had taken a 
$10.000 bribe to get her brother out of jai l. 
It all came dow n on Saneh ·s head. Then 
Saneh sued Gregson and won . It's a very 
convoluted story. but the long and the short 
of it i s Gregson was a we ll-known con 
arti st in Thailand. 

" So when Mark Sm ith came to my 
house in 1986 and said there was a former 
SA S guy in B angkok w ho had a fi lm show -

" It was a beautifu l scam. I f you' re a tourist in Bangkok. 
especially a drug tourist. you'd figure, 'I got the best dea l of my 
life . I j ust paid this cop $2.000 and he let me go. ' 

ing live A meri can POWs in Vietn am, I asked right away if his 
name was Robin Gregson. 

·'This is how Saneh found out about him . T hey had arrested an 
A ustra l i an hero in dealer. so Gregson had ca lled his fa mi ly in 
A ustral ia and to ld him that he could get this guy out of j ail in 
Bangkok. bu t he would need $10.000 to bribe somebody. T his 
A ustral ian' s sister came to B angkok and gave him $10.000. 

" We ll , Smith ' s j aw almost dropped to the floor, and I to ld him 
the w hole story of how I knew Gregson. For some reason. Smith 
took him se ri ously, though, and proceeded to w rite intell igence 

Continued on page 70 

Perot' s candidacy started after comments he made on the Larry King talk show; he quickly found strong support among 
Americans disgusted with business-as-usual Washington politicians. Photo: AP/Wide World 
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hopelessly incomplete . Few of items they 
donated were "historically significant.'' 

Cole and his professionals. determined 
not to repea t the collecting mistakes of the 
past. made a detailed "hunt list" ' in prepa­
rat ion for their desert expedition . "We con­
sidered previous wars and iisted what'was 
not abundant in the Army museum sys­
tem:· Aitken recalled. "We 

Only when Cole scheduled helicopter trips 
to Fallaka Island did the explorers leave 
their trusty vehicle behind. 

The team established a base at Camp 
Freedom near the Ministry of Education 
in Kuwait City, the egg-shaped metropo­
lis on the shores of Kuwait Bay. 'Leaving 
their prefab hooch daily at 0700 hours , the 

wanted what was rarest. and 
that meant getting the basic 
equipment and personal 
items from the soldier ' s kit. 
One museum item sadly 
lacking from past wars is 
footwear. What soldier wants 
to bring home a pair of 
smelly old boots from the 
battlefield?'' 

At the end of collection run, the team's converted 
ambulance, with springs sagging under a full load, pulls 
into base camp. 

From the mother of all 
junkyards, Cole's team 
would acquire "an instant 
base collection" from wh ich 
have-not museums could 
draw equipment. The Desert 
Storm collection was to be 
comprehensive enough to en­
able museum curators to 
build outstanding interpretive 
historical displays, complete 
with mannequins in full 
battle dress. 

As the roar of the jet en­
gines enveloped Aitken on 
his flight to Saudi Arabia, 
he pictured columns of de­
serted armor and other ve­
hicles standing silently in the 
sunlight. as the ground 
nearby was strewn with dis­
carded ammunition and 
equipment. The 46-year-old 
museum curator knew he 
was flying to the collecting 
opportunity of a lifetime . 

Team's cleaning table in Kuwait City displays variety of 
captured Iraqi weapons, including Soviet-designed PK 
(7.62x51mm) general purpose machine guns, RPK light 
machine gun, Kalashnikov assault rifles - even a 
pristine M98 Mauser, circa WWII. 

When Aitken and Speraw arrived in 
Dhahran. they joined Cole and all set out 
for Riyadh, Saudi Arabia, to meet with the 
commander of the 132nd Military History 
Branch. He qu ickly guided the team to 
Hafar al Batim and the rear of the heavy­
weight 7th Corps. On the third day, the 
fast-moving trio linked up with the 3rd 
Armored Division in Kuwait. 

"On the fou rth day," Aitken recalled, 
"we were in Iraq and saw the road signs 
pointing to Basra and Baghdad." 

Iraq On $5 A Day 

The expedition was strictly low-bud­
get. The team's sole means of transporta­
tion was an obsolete Dodge M886 ambu­
lance truck. acquired at Fort Meade. Mary­
land. Cole pressed the light vehicle into 
service as an artifact hauler. a towing trac­
tor and. of course. as an improvised desert 
RV. Often badly overloaded with artifacts, 
the indispensable truck slogged through 
deep baths of crude oil and jounced over 
rocky ground, carrying the team over 
23.000 miles in Kuwait and southern Iraq. 
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men would drive out to collect military 
artifacts. 

As the truck lurched forward, the men 
inside peered at a desert torn by tank tracks 
and littered with shell casings, ammuni­
tion crates and other war debris. But some­
times, depending upon whims of the wind, 
a surreal sky that resembled a towering 
black wall held Aitken ' s gaze. 

"Look how ungodly dark it is, " he 
would exclaim, looking toward the tall 
pillars of dense, acrid smoke rising from 
732 flaming oil wells, most of them set 
ablaze by Iraqis. The men were glad when 
their hunt took them miles away from the 
billowing clouds of poison . 

"We went off the roads in search of 
Iraqi bunkers - they were all over," Aitken 
said. "The best items could be found in­
side them." 

Approaching a bunker complex, they 
slowed their truck to examine the ground. 
Spotting MRE wrappers and plastic water 
bottles littering the area. they did not pause 
for closer inspection. Clearly, throngs of 
GI souvenir hunters had beaten the team 

to the site . "Drive on:· somebody would 
say, "this place has been vacuumed clean ... 

Soldiers were not the team's only com­
petitors . "Occasionally. the locals ap­
proached us. offering to buy guns:' Aitken 
explained . He had to refuse - selling 
arms to Arabs was not his business . He 
knew Kuwait's rulers had outlawed pos­
session of assault rifles by civilians. That 
had little effect on demand for the weap­
ons, however: The black market price was 
about $700 each. 

Helpful Natives 

Once. deeply engrossed in their work, 
they looked up with a start to see that a 
group of expressionless Bedouins quietly 
had surrounded them. There was no hos­
tile intent ; the stealthy intruders were 
merely curious onlookers. 

More often , the Arabs were mounted 
not on camels but on Japanese pickups. 
Aitken observed them scouring the battle­
field for weapons and other Iraqi valu­
ables. At times. when he showed them 
pictures of various East Bloc weapons. the 
locals cooperatively pointed in the direc­
tion of sites where specific treasures could 
be found . 

Since the desert had not been cleared 
of mines and other unexploded ordnance, 
Aitken was relieved when the Arabs ea­
gerly clambered into their trucks and led 
the way to abandoned Iraqi positions. 
"They raced ahead of us, driving like wild," 
he recounted. "We had trouble keeping up 
with them.'' The Americans could not un­
derstand how these enterprising Bedouins 
careening across the sand missed being 
blown to pieces. 

Early on, Aitken prudently had visited 
the EOD (Explosive Ordnance Disposal) 
people at 7th Corps to learn their safety 
rules. "Never approach an Iraqi defensive 
position from the front," the briefers 
warned. "Go in from the rear, on existing 
roads." They also instructed the team to 
avoid areas with tangles of barbed wire: 
These signaled the presence of Iraqi 
minefields. 

Ironically, however, the greatest threat 
to the artifact hunters was the American 
cluster bomb. Attacking aircraft had loosed 
thousands of these bombs over Iraqi posi­
tions, but more than 30% of the bomblets 
failed to explode. "I think many were 
dropped from very low altitude," Aitken 
said, "meaning they did not have time to 
arm themselves. Of course , the soft sand 
was a factor , too." 

Aitken kept his eyes peeled for the 
cluster bombs' white casings. And several 
times. the sight of a bomblet's triangular 
nylon fins protruding from a layer of deep 
sand forced him to halt abruptly. He would 
wipe the sweat from his brow and back 
out of the dangerous site. "Keep out of the 
sand - stay on the hard ground" he al­
ways told himself. "Just a mild distur­
bance will set off those darn things.'' For­
tunately, there were no mishaps. 
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Singling-out a bunker for inspection. 
Aitken would walk slowly toward its dark 
entrance carrying his .45. a long st ick and 
a fl ashlight. Ducking into it s g loomy 
depths. he would pause. whipping off hi s 
sunglasses to let his eyes adjust to the 
darkness. Then he would check for booby 
traps and other le thal hazards. 

"You stand mot ionless for 30 to 45 
seconds, make some noise and li ste n for 
rustling sounds:· Aitken explained. There 
were scorpions and seve ral species of poi ­
sonous snakes to deal with. Dead ly co­
bras , puff adders or asps slithered into 
bunkers in search of their prey. the desert 
rat. These fo ragi ng rodents. attracted by 
the scent of abandoned hulk food stores. 
infested many former enemy bunkers. 
Booby traps. on the other hand. were rare . 
The Iraqis scarce ly had time to set any. 

Americans expressed surprise at the 
primitiveness of Iraqi bunkers. Platoon and 
company bunkers gouged out of the ground 
had 2x4 supports and roofs of corrugated 
metal and pl ywood. The team located one 
div isional hunker built fro m prc­
cast concrete . hut this style was 
the exception . 

.. W hy. only a couple of inches 
of sand covered the roofs.·· Aitken 
noted ... There was no real over­
head p ro tectio n. Most of th ese 
bunkers offered on ly concea l­
ment:· He added that no Ameri­
ca n military man would have 
thought the enemy defensive po­
sit ion had been in place for as 
long as the fou r to six month s of 
occupatio n ... Americans would 
have brought in materi als to im­
prove thei r positio ns. The Iraqis 
just dug theirs and quit:· 

them. " Aitken said. "Saddam had to re­
equip after the Iran-Iraq war. but oil prices 
had slumped. so he went to the discount 
s tores of military hardware . He simpl y 
sacrificed qu ality fo r quantity:· The Iraqis 
searched worldwide. buying many blocks 
of materiel in sma ll quanti ties from vari­
ous sources. tak ing advantage of low prices 
whenever th ey could. 

Cole's tea m saw few examples of the 
sophist icated lo ng-range artillery of the 
type designed by Gerald Bull and so ld by 
Austria, South Africa and France. Most 
Iraqi units field ed the stand ard Sovie t 
l 22 mm. 130mm and 152mm designs. In 
any case. all Iraqi artillery was severely 
handicapped by the lack of counterbattery 
radar and forward observation capability. 

Walking around abandoned artille ry, 
Aitken found it easy to picture the Iraqis ' 
plight. especia ll y during a daylight war, 
as he sighted dow n the thick barrel of a 
152mm field gun . In the distance. the desert 
v iew was badly distorted by shimmering 
heat waves. He sq uinted agai nst the blind­

in g g la re of 
sun on sa nd, 
lookin g away 
afte r a few 
moments. Ev­
e ryw he re he 
saw the same 
m o no to n ous 
fl at landscape. 
H ow could 
anyone ca ll in 
a grid fo r a fire 
mission when 
there were no 
ref e r e nce 
points? 

The Iraqis could have built 
stronge r hunkers and fortifica­
tions. Near the enemy defensive 
positions. Cole ·steam discovered 
dozens of bulldozers. front-end 

Aitken holds Russian RPG-18 in 
front of his newest martial 

G l a ncing 
up at the bril-
1 i a nt sky . 
Aitken rea l­
ized the artil­
lery position 

mannequins, an Iraqi tank driver 
and Iraqi infantryman. 
Photo: C. Sturm 

loaders and other heavy construc-
tion machin ery looted from the Kuwaitis . 

Havi ng ex plored numerous positions 
we ll-stocked with weaponry. equipment 
and supplies. Aitken registered astonish­
ment at the diversity of materiel the Iraqis 
had acquired. "There was a jumble of 
equipme nt.·· he said. "Standardization was 
lacking ... He found Chinese artillery shells. 
Polish assaul t rifles. Romanian boots, uni­
fo rms looted fro m Kuwaitis. East German 
field bakeries. as well as ite ms from Paki­
sta n. S ingapore . South Korea and many 
other nations. Moreover. much of what 
Saddam· s forces had bought was of infe­
rior quality and in a "sorry state of ser­
viceability ... Rust had appeared on sur­
faces of many weapons. 

Aitken shook his head when he saw 
how many of the Chinese Type-63 per­
sonne l carriers the Iraqis had procured . 
"The Chinese themselves knew the type 
was inferior. They must have laughed when 
Saddam's people paid good money for 
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he occ upied 
"stood out like a sore thumb" from the ai r. 
Most sites were dug-in o nly 5 feet. Obvi­
ously. hostile aircraft or artillery w ith air 
observe rs could have knocked out this 
152mm heavy battery rather easi ly . Yes, 
he concluded. command of the air is in­
deed the key to victory in the desert. 

"One thing that he [Hussein] was not 
short of was ammunition." Aitken observed 
in understate ment. "And the troops car­
ried the Chinese Type-86-P gre nade in 
large numbers ... Great s tocks of shells. 
including those of the largest calibers, were 
stacked or spilled everywhere he went. 
"Most of it was fresh Chinese-made stuff. 
Half of it was very fresh and of Jordanian 
o rigin . It was st ill in shipping crates 
marked ·Aman. Jordan. · " 

"Now, I wonder how this happened?" 
Aitken had asked his comrades in mock 
ignorance . " Isn 't Jordan's arm y equipped 
by the West?" 

The grim pic ture of knocked-out Iraqi 

tanks. holed . blackened and bl istered. could 
be see n eve rywhere Co le's team set foot. 
Fe rocious A- I Os. Apache helicopters and 
ground weapons had blasted a swat h 
throug h Iraq i armor. " I cou ld not te ll what 
had killed the tanks ... Aitken admitted. 
" their dest ruction was so complete ." 

Mov ing undamaged tanks chosen fo r 
co llection back to base camp proved to be 
a daunting task . Th e overworked Dodge 
might pull a 4.4-ton 57mm antiaircraft 
gun , but not a 36-ton T-54 tank. Through 
clever, innovative negotiation, the museum 
team enlisted the aid of A merican units 
with tank recovery vehicles. 

Unfortunately. Cole could not lay his 
hands on a modern T-72M tank - the 
Army reserved the few fou nd intact for 
test ing and evaluation . None could be 
spa red for museum purposes. 

In the field . it appeared the Iraqi sol­
di er enj oyed few comforts available to his 
Ame rican oppon ents . The explorers found 
the same primitive conditions eve ryw here, 
even in border areas w here the eli te Re­
publican Guards had dug in. "There was 
no sig n of sa nitary facilities:· Aitke n said. 
''Apparently th ey always used cat holes . 
And we onl y saw three sleepi ng bags in 
our entire search ." 

Cook bunkers. designated for serving 
officers. existed on ly at battalion level. 
Iraq mainl y suppli ed its troops wi th bulk 
ratio ns: Sacks of beans and rice we re plen­
tiful. Ca nned food o r any ki nd of indi­
vidual rations were scarce . Fresh mutton 
was ava il ab le to some units - decaying 
carcasses of sheep were left be hind. teth ­
e red to bunkers for slaug hter. 

Water also was di spensed in bulk. The 
muse um tea m found bottled water at only 
one s ite . Many Iraq i units had to fill their 
cantee ns from water trailers parked in the 
open and heated by the merciless sun . The 
more fortunate drew water from 55-gallon 
drums or galvanized cisterns insulated by 
burial in the sand . 

Americans, by contrast, received pro­
cessed water in sealed bottles. In the desert , 
usi ng traditional canteens was avo ided as 
these provided breeding places for harm­
ful bacteria. 

Preservi ng The Spoils 

After more than three months of fie ld 
collecting, Cole's party began to devote 
progressively more time to the Herculean 
tasks of cleaning. inventorizing and pack­
ing during the hot months of June , July 
and August. Most of the recovered tro­
phies were loaded into containers bound 
for Anniston Army Depot in Alabama. 

Following his return to the States in 
Septe mber, Aitken trave led to Ann is ton to 
help in unpacking. more inventorizing and 
repacking. Many weeks later. thousands 
of valuable artifacts, havi ng been assigned 
stock numbers. s lowly began flowing to 
military museums across the United States. 

Continued on page 68 
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S aturation TV coverage of the Gulf 
War made familiar to the American 
public the odd silhouette of a new 

GT vehicle: the High Mobility Multipur­
pose Wheeled Vehicle (HMMWV), affec­
tionately known to the troops as the 
Humvee or, better yet - the Hummer. 

According to Susan Carney, manager 
of corporate communications at AM Gen­
eral. the Hummer's manufacturer, the rug­
ged 4-wheel-drive vehicle was originally 
built for the U.S. Army after the Pentagon 
identified requirements for such a unit in 
the late 1970s. At that time. much of the 
Army's aging rolling stock was deemed 
inadequate or obsolete. On a competitive 
bid basis. AM General was awarded the 
contract in J 983 to build the Hummer in 
accordance with the Army's specification 
"wish list." 

Although AM General ' s history goes 
back to the early 1900s. its roots are in the 
Willys/Kaiser/Jeep ancestry. The factory 
is located in South Bend, Indiana. where 
Studebakers were once produced . When 
the company was incorporated in 1971 it 
built a variety of vehicles, including buses. 
postal vehicles. 5-ton trucks and 15-ton 
haulers. The company built 350.000 jeeps 
in World War Tl and has already built 
some 100,000 Hummers. 

The Hummer's off-road performance 
is outstanding because of the original per­
formance targets established by the mili­
tary . The vehicle had to operate in desert 
as well as arctic environs, with or without 
armor. and had to be easily adapted to 
various applications, such as a cargo and 
troop carrier, TOW missile carrier, ord­
nance platform, ambulance, shelter car­
rier or other mi_ssion profiles. [Some eight 
such standa;d GI variants are illustrated 
in article sidebar.] 

During Desert Storm operations, the 
U.S. Marine Corps, Army, Navy and Air 
Force used some 20,000 Hummers for a 
variety of duties in Saudi Arabia and Ku­
wait, where the tough but unblooded ve­
hicle surpassed expectations for reliability 
and performance. 

Arnold Schwarzenegger was the first 
private individual to buy a Hummer (his is 
a one-of-a-kind modified weapons carrier), 
but it was Ed Mroz, World War TT under­
ground fighter and Soldier Of Fortune cor­
respondent, who was one of the first to 
test-drive the civilian Hummer early last 
May at the Hollister Hills Park off-road 
"testing grounds" in central California. 

"There were seven Hummers and the 
same number of test drivers and corporate 
representatives," Mroz said. "Other 4-
wheel-drive vehicles that tried to follow 
us were left in the dust. They met us later, 
having avoided the terrain we crossed. The 
Hummer is definitely not your garden­
variety off-road vehicle." 

The terrain they pounded the Hum­
mers over was what you· d find i.n typical 
military operations, where paved roads are 
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AM General's War Wago 
Text & Photos by A. Mroz 
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nowhere to be found and the landscape 
cannot be trusted to be flat. solid or pre­
dictable. 

According to Martin Similuk, commer­
cial Hummer program manager at AM 
General , the Limited Edition Hummer 
(which is available factory-direct to the 
first 1,000 people who reserve one) is of­
fered in four body styles: 4-door soft/open 
top (base price $40,500), 2-door pickup 
(base price $42,500), 4-door pickup (base 
price $44,000) and 4-door enclosed (base 
price $4 7 ,600). 

SOF's test driver noted how none of 
the Hummers are comfortable by com­
parison to an RV. The 2-door pickup has 
limited legroom and a fixed seat position , 

making it the least comfortable model. 
He found the diesel motor to be noisy -
but then it's not meant to be a Mercedes. 
On the highway its acceleration could be 
compared to an old Volkswagen Beetle. 
However, these drawbacks are minor if 
you 're looking for a truly tough vehicle 
for off-road operations. 

Coming To A Showroom Near You 

Once the Limited Edition Hummers 
are sold, AM General plans to establish 
dealerships in cities around the United 
States. Exact locations are to be an­
nounced. 

Where a Hummer really excels over a 
regular sport/utility 4x4 is in ground clear-
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ance and width. The Hummer's undercar­
riage rolls 16 inches above ground, ap­
proximately 6 inches higher than anything 
else in the field of available 4x4s . Addi­
tionally, the Hummer has a central pneu­
matic tire-pressure regulator, allowing the 
driver to control tire pressure for on/off 
pavement driving. The Hummer is also 8 
inches wider than most 4-wheel-drive ve­
hicles; with a 72-inch-wide track, this al­
lows it to handle 40% side slopes. 

The Hummer has a combination of 
minimum overhang and steep approach­
and-departure angles that lets it crawl over 
tree trunks, climb 60%-grade slopes and 
ford 30-inch-deep water. 

As AM Generars sales literature points 
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out, "The Hummer has demonstrated its 
unique capabilities in the harsh environ­
ment of ground combat ... A bonded and 
riveted aluminum body and a steel chassis 
make the Hummer tough and unusually 
resistant to corrosion, yet amazingly light 
and flexible for a vehicle with over 2 tons 
of payload capacity." 

The chassis of the Hummer is con­
structed on brutish steel rails with five 
cross members. The drive train is threaded 
through the frame to avoid contact with 
the ground . The 6.2-liter diesel V-8 engine 
produces 150 horsepower and transmits 
250 foot-pounds of torque through a 3-
speed automatic transmission, providing 
continuous 4-wheel-drive through a 

Gleason torsion differential. 
Standard features include fuel injec­

tion (as with all diesels) , 12-volt 85-amp 
alternator, 4-wheel inboard-mounted disc 
brakes, AM/FM stereo and cassette player, 
halogen_ headlamps. three-point seat belts, 
and individual bucket seats for either four 
passengers ( 4-door models) or two pas­
sengers (2-door models). 

A 36-month/36,000-mile warranty is 
standard . With the purchase of a Hummer 
the buyer receives a tour of the Hummer 
manufacturing facility , along with a spe­
cial one-day training session . 

Factory options include air condition­
ing, 120-amp alternator, trailer towing 
package with swing-away spare tire car-
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CARGO/TROOP CARRIER 
Soft Top Enclosure (2-Door Cab, Troop/Cargo) 

M998 W/0 W M 1038 W/W 

MAXI-AMBULANCE 
4 Utter, Basic Armor 

M997 

TOW MISSILE CARRIER 
Basic Armor 

M966 W/O W M1036 W/W 

S-250 SHELTER CARRIER 
M1037 W/O W M1042 W/W 

"Some 12 GI variants are in use: 
civilians can choose among four models. 

CARGOffROOP CARRIER CARGOffROOP CARRIER 
Soft Top Enclosure (2-Door Cab, Troop Seats) 

M998 W/O W M1038 W/W 
Soft Top Enclosure (4-Door Cab, Cargo) 

M998 W/O W M1038 W/W 

ARMAMENT CARRIER 
Basic Armor Wn.62mm M60 MG 

M1025 W/O W M1026 WIW 

ARMAMENT CARRIER 
Supplemental Armor W/.50 Cal M2HB MG 

M1043 W/O W M1044 W/W 

Length: 
Height: 
Width: 
Ground Clearance: 
Wheelbase: 
Track Width: 
Max Towed Load: 
Cruising Range: 
Max Speed: 
Grade Capability: 
Side Slope Capability: 
Approach Angle w/o winch: 
Approach Angle w/winch: 
Departure Angle: 
Run Flat Capability: 
Turning radius: 
Fording Depth: 
Combined Fuel 
Economy: 
Engine: 

Trannie: 
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SPECS 
184.5 inches 
72 inches 
86.5 inches 
16 inches 
130 inches 
72 inches 
5,000 pounds 
275 miles 
65 mph 
60% 
40% 
72 degrees 
47 degrees 
37.5 degrees 
30 miles 
25 feet 
30 inches 

13.5 mpg 
VS. 6.2L diesel, 150 HP @ 3,600 
rpm, mechanical governor, 379.4-
cubic-inch with 3.98 bore and 3.82 
stroke, 21.2: 1 compression ratio 

Automatic, maximum input torque 
rating of 451 lb.ft. : ratios; 1st - 2.48:1, 
2nd - 1.48:1. 3rd - 1.0:1 
Axles: Hypoid, ratio of 2.73:1, 
continuous torque rating of 1,281 lb. ft. 

Frame: 

Electrical 
Steering: 
Brakes: 

Suspension: 

Tires: 

Standard Civilian 
Enhancements: 

Standard On 
Limited Edition: 

Options: 

rier including wheel and tire, central ti re 
inflation system, 12,000-pound electric 
winch, underbody protection package, and 
brush and headlight guards. 

Mroz noted: " The driving technique 
for the Hummer involves having your left 
foot constantly on the brake, and the right 
foot on the accelerator. By alternating the 
force applied to gas and brake pedal. the 
Hummer automatically compensates its 
traction to the wheels, needed for the ve­
hicle to move. The technique is a little out 
of the ordinary, since on passenger cars 
with automatic transmissions, this is the 
so-called wrong way to drive." 

Although fr~eway speeds are attain­
able with a degree of patience (zero to 
60 mph is about 20 seconds, without load), 
the Hummer crawls over turf that would 
seem impossible in any other vehicle with 
tires. Maximum towing capacity is 5,000 
pounds and cruising range is 275 miles. 
Maximum speed is 65 mph. 

Thirty-six-inch tires on 16.5-inch rims 
help the Hummer stay ahead of the com­
petition, if there is any. SOF's test drive 
shows the Hummer is the ultimate go­
anywhere, do-anything backcountry/hunt­
ing/prospecting!survival vehicle. 

Additional specs and ordering infor­
mation are available from AM General; 
phone: 1-800-3-HUMVEE. 

Al Mroz is a California-based freelance 
writer.'91.. 

Steel box section, with five cross 
members 
12V, 85 amp alternator 
Power assist with variable 13/16:1 
Hydraulic, dual-reservoir master cyl­
inder, 4-wheel inboard-mounted disc 
Independent double A-frame, with 
open coil springs and hydraulic 
shock absorbers 
37x12.50R-16.5, load range D-radi­
als, with beadlock and run-flat device 

Map/dome light, console cover, roll-
up windows, sliding rear window, lock­
able doors, keyed ignition, bucket 
seats, padded interior, heat-sound in­
sulation, halogen headlights 

AM/FM stereo radio, cassette player. 
desert paint, 36-month/36,000-mile 
warranty, special training course at 
AM General plant, year mem-
bership in "Tread Lightly" program 
Central tire inflation system. brush/ 
headight guards. underbody skid pro­
tection, spare tire carrier, electric 
winch, air conditioning, trailer hitch, 
120-amp alternator 

- data courtesy AM General 
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Russian paratroopers are trained to 
engage the enemy as they descend. 
This trooper is firing blanks as he 
drops from the top of the Russian 
equivalent of a 34-foot tower. 

some 200km southeast of Moscow, I was 
able to test my hypothesis. 

Despite some fairly major cultural dif­
ferences, such as 200 years of democratic 
tradition and 40 years of Disneyland, Rus­
sian and American paratroops share many 
fundamental qualities : Loyalty, honor, 
pride in service , comradeship (in the mili­
tary, not the communist sense) and occa­
sional frustration with their political lead­
ers form a large part of their character, 
just as these do in American paras. 

Their experience in Afghanistan paral­
lels in many ways our own experience in 
Vietnam, including POW/MIA issues and 
problems with narcotics. Russian paras 
question the legitimacy of the Afghan war 
and express frustration, bitterness and sor­
row over its conduct and for friends killed 
for no clear purpose, echoing my own 
feelings about Vietnam. 

An indication of the importance that 
Soviet military planners gave to airborne 
forces is the large number of them to be 
found in the fo rmer Soviet, now Russian, 
military . Parachute units comprise seven 
divisions, totaling about 50,000 men. 

Additionally, there are nine indepen­
dent brigades of infantry, with another 12 
brigades of special forces (Spetsnaz). These 
units are equipped with large numbers of 
air-droppable armored fighting vehicles 
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(AFVs) and self-propelled (SP) artillery 
pieces, enabling them to fight as mecha­
nized infantry once they have been 
dropped. By comparison, American para­
troops adopt a light infantry role once out 
of their harnesses. 

Like the pre-volunteer U.S. Army , the 
Russian army is mostly manned by con­
scripts. Until recently , each Russian male 
between ages 15 and 18 was expected to 
complete between I 00 and 140 hours of 
basic military training to prepare him for 
military service. This has changed with 
the breakup of the USSR, and serious dis­
cussions about forming an all-volunteer 
army are underway. 

Drafted at 18, youths spend two years 
in the army. Volunteers who pass rigorous 
physical requirements can join airborne 
units. During their second year of service, 
they may further volunteer to be regular 
soldiers and, if accepted, receive further 
training. 

Clearly, as was seen during the recent 
Kuwait campaign, use of modern, high­
tech weaponry requires higher skill levels 
than can be found in soldiers with such 
short service requirements. Hence the pres­
sure for an all-volunteer military . 

After a year of force reductions, neces­
sitated by the new political and financial 
considerations, the Russian army has 
dropped from 214 to 190 active divisions 
and this trend is continuing. Remaining 
divisions are being reconfigured to be more 
efficient and harder hitting; these reduc­
tions are affecting the airborne troops as 
well. · 

Uncertainty about the future, their ca­
reers and their country has of course had a 
detrimental impact on morale, but the paras 
I met remained professional and optimis­
tic. 

Our group was organized by the Inter-

national Airborne Travelers Association 
(!AT A), based in Germany with a repre­
sentative in the United States. It was the 
first of its kind to jump at Ryazan . I man­
aged to snivel my way onto the first lift, 
and thus joined 15 others for a historic 
jump broadcast on Russian TV. 

American, English, German, Ital ian, 
Swiss, Greek and French jumpers made 
up the 16-man load, which is normal for 
an Mi-8 . One American father-son team 
and one German father-son combination 
took part, as well as an American father­
daughter team. 

Looking out the back of the Mi-8 from 
2,000 feet over our first drop zone (DZ), I 
saw that it was mostly an old airfield with 
runways and taxiways made of rusting PSP 
(perforated steel planking). I realized that 
landing in the middle of the DZ would not 
be a good thing to do, but given the lim­
ited steering capabilities of the Russian D-
6 parachute, I would have to spend some 
effort on canopy control to reach the softer 
sand on the DZ's edges. Inside our heli­
copter, the port stick of eight was already 
standing, and the jump master hooked our 
static lines to the anchor cable. 

Although the Russians use a static line 
system, it differs greatly from that used by 
most armed forces. The Russian static line 
pulls a drogue parachute from the top of 
the main, and the parachutist falls away 
with the drogue trailing behind him. The 
main parachute deploys by one of two 
methods: Either it has an automatic open­
ing device that can be set for varying de­
lays and is initiated at the same time the 
drogue deploys, or there is a manual rip 
cord which is pulled after a predetermined 
count, usually three seconds, 

Due to interpretation difficulties, it re­
mained unclear which was the primary 
opening system, but it seemed a good idea 

SORRY SPIGOT 
The AT-4 (Spigot) , roughly equivalent to the U.S. Army's TOW-1, should have performed 

about as well as its U.S. counterpart. Our observations during weapons and firepower 
demonstrations. however, led us to believe that U.S. armor had little to fear from the Spigot. 

We must have watched 20 firings from ground 
mounts and BMD mounts and saw not one Spigot hit 
any target on the range. We saw the wire-guided mis­
siles hit the ground 60 meters in front of the launcher, 
or fly in great curving arcs into the forests on the flanks , 
or fly impressively to the maximum range far beyond 
the targets . One of them, heading directly toward a 
vehicle hulk downrange, appeared to leap up and over 
the hulk just before impact, then drop back down and 
resume its former course. 

The gunners were all members of a demonstration 
unit and were presumably proficient. Perhaps they were 
conducting a disinformation campaign, but I think the 
guidance and steering mechanism of the AT-4 leaves a 
great deal to be desired. The Russians must think so, 
too, because they have since introduced a replace­
ment. 

-R.M. 
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to use them both. In my three jumps I 
once counted to four and pulled just as the 
automatic opener had activated; I once 
counted to three and felt the main deploy 
- the last time I counted to four and 
pulled slightly ahead of the auto-opener. 

One trooper reported waiting until a 
count of eight before pulling his rip cord. 
Several other people, obviously less expe­
rienced parachutists whom I watched from 
the DZ, must have pulled their main im­
mediately after stepping out of the heli­
copter. This is always a very foolish thing 
to do, as there is a slight chance that the 
main canopy can find its way to the tail 
rotor, with disastrous results. 

Regardless of the differences, the Rus­
sian system seemed just as reliable as our 
own, and in fact it seemed to eliminate the 
possibility of twisted suspension lines. 
Watching some 500 jumps, I did not see 
one instance of "twists ." 

Over The Drop Zone 

As our aircraft started its run-in, vari­
ous buzzers went off and the jump master 
gave us a final check and moved us to the 
tailgate. Over the DZ he tapped the first 
jumper, who correctly exited by merely 
hopping off the back. Three seconds later, 
No. 2 was tapped and went, as did the rest 
of the stick at three-second intervals. 

I should mention that a tight body po­
sition is essential to prevent the drogue 
from wrapping around an exposed arm. 
Stepping off the back of an Mi-8 in a slow 
stick is a very civilized way to jump static 
line . There is no prop blast or turbulence 
and the forward speed of the helicopter 
guarantees that everyone has their own 
private airspace. During our two days of 
jumping no one even came close to a col­
lision. 

White canopies. smaller than T-1 Os and 
seemingly about 28 feet in diameter, are 
favored by the Russians. They are pro­
vided with red rope-like lines (no toggles 

or loops) for turning, but have very little 
forward drive. Pulling both steering lines 
increases the rate of descent and does 
give some drive, otherwise the only con­
trol mechanism is to pull the appropriate 
risers at about 50 feet above ground to 
assist with a slower landing, as is done 
with other non-steerable canopies. 

Most of us managed consistently soft 
landings, but our PLFs caused consterna­
tion among the Russians who are trained 
to do stand-ups whenever possible and so 
thought that our falling-over indicated in­
jury. The only notable casualties were 
one dislocated shoulder and one hairline 
fracture in a lower leg bone. (The fellow 
with the broken leg reported that the mili­
tary hospital where he was taken was 
adequately equipped and staffed by very 
friendly do.ctors and nurses who were 
amazed to see an American .) 

Everyone managed two jumps the first 
day, and for our third jump we went to 
another DZ. This one was a grassy steppe 
big enough to accommodate the entire 
82nd Airborne Division in one pass, and 
our jumps - these from 3,000 feet -
went off without incident. 

That night we were awarded our wings 
in a ceremony which. although well­
intentioned, probably ranks as the most 
uncomfortable I have ever endured. A 
combination of heat, voracious mosqui­
toes (called "Russian crocodiles" by our 
hosts) swarming through open windows, 
and speeches badly and endlessly trans­
lated one-at-a-time into four languages 
while we were held at the position of 
attention by someone who forgot to give 
us "at ease," m'.lde parachuting by far the 
easiest part of earning one's wings. 

On the positive side , we were honored 
to have General Slyusar. a Hero Of The 
Soviet Union and career paratrooper, 
make a short speech about international 
camaraderie and the brotherhood of air­
borne soldiers before presenting us our 

Simulated attack on guerrilla base included deafening volume of missiles, 
cannon, machine-gun fire and incoming artillery simulators. 
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wings and certificates. 
We finally got to the vodka, but food 

was delayed while long-winded and inane 
speakers from our group (especially the 
French spokesman) tormented the audi­
ence with gratuitous blather, also badly 
and endlessly interpreted. Some hard-core 
types. in compensation. were still drink­
ing as we boarded the buses next morning, 
where more vodka was provided by our 
thoughtful Russian escorts in the spirit of 
good fellowship and in keeping with the 
" red" carpet treatmen t given us through­
out. We were also treated to a demonstra­
tion of Russian-style machismo when para­
troopers entertained us by breaking beer 
bottles over their own heads. 

In addition to parachuting, the !AT A 
tour included visits to several military fa­
cilities in the Ryazan area. We saw first­
line strategic bombers at an air base, went 
to the airborne museum, paid our respects 
at a number of World War II monuments 
and memorials, and toured the airborne 
officers academy. 

One of our stops at the airborne forces 
base included a demonstration of heavy­
drop rigging techniques. We were shown 
the whole series of 9-ton , BMD-type AFV 
variants and learned how they are pre­
pared for dropping. 

Happy Landings 

Unique to the Russians, and partly a 
spin-off from their space program, is the 
use of retro-rockets to help brake the de­
scent of heavy pallets. A development from 
their land recovery of space capsules, the 
rockets are ignited by altitude sensors and 
give several seconds of burn before the 
vehicle lands. 

Also, like their astronaut landing tech­
nique. armored vehicles are dropped wi th 
two crewmen inside. Astonishingl y, the 
driver and co-driver of each BMD are 
strapped into a styrofoam-padded pod 
which is loaded into the vehicle just be­
fore dropping. If all the parachutes deploy 
and the retro-rockets fire , the drivers can 
immediately put their vehicle into action 
- if the parachutes and rockets don ' t work 
... any Sheridan or Hummer crews out 
there eager to volunteer for U.S. trials can 
contact their chain of command for de­
tails. 

Another system to get vehicles and 
crews together has the vehicle commander 
jump with a radio remote-control. which 
he can then use to drive his vehicle across 
the drop zone to his position. in exactly 
the same way we drive toy cars. I would 
hate to be lying on the DZ getting out of 
my harness while remote control A TVs 
churn blindly all over the place, but the 
Russians don't seem to mind the concept. 

After our inspection of heavy-drop ca­
pabilities we were taken to the parachute 
training school, where some tour mem­
bers tried out various training devices . The 
skills taught were common to all para­
chuting schools, such as aircraft drill , exit 
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techniques, canopy control and landings, 
but some of the devices and techniques 
used were different from any I had seen 
before. For example, airborne candidates 
spend time spread-eagled inside a metal 
hoop, which is then spun vigorously (pre­
sumably to develop a sense of balance?). 

Enormous clanking metal racks, resem­
bling those used by dry cleaners to move 
clothing, carried jumpers 60 yards or so 
through the air before smashing them into 
the ground. Russian students managed to 
hit the ground running and clear the area 
before the next arrival. Americans, trying 
to do PLFs, could not get out of the way in 
time and were piled in a heap by the re­
lentless clothes rack. I am sure these ma­
chines achieve the aim of producing com­
petent paratroopers for the Russian air­
borne forces, but they do so in a manner 
foreign to Western experience. 

Other than the parachuting itself, a 
highlight of the tour took place at a field­
firing range in the forests outside of 
Ryazan . Our group was taken to a viewing 
stand overlooking a unit of seven BMDs 
dug into defensive positions. 

The scenario was that the "enemy" was 
about to deliver a simultaneous frontal 
and flanking attack and that the BMDs 
were to hold their ground at all costs. 
Fir ing was initiated by flares and for the 
next 10 minutes we were deafened by a 
heavy volume of missiles, cannon and 
machine-gun fire , and incoming artillery 

sim ulators. 
The BMD gunners were particularly 

impressive with their cannons, engaging 
single targets as well as delivering volley 
fire onto other targe ts . They were not so 
good with their wire-guided missiles. 
Roughly equivalent to the U.S. TOW and 
closely resembling the Milan, the AT-4 
"Spigot" has a difficult steering system 
that seemed to greatly impair accuracy, 
and missiles were flying all over the place 
(see sidebar). For sheer volume of fire­
power and expenditure of ammunition, 
the demonstration exceeded any I have 
seen before. 

Russia, a land of mystery to most 
Americans, continues to open her doors 
and welcome visitors. Ill-prepared by U.S. 
media reports and uncertain of what I 
would find, I was pleasantly surprised by 
most aspects of my visit. Russian para­
troops are indeed much like their U.S. 
counterparts, and I suspect that the Rus­
sian people share many of our personal 
values and concerns. Whether or not you 
visit on a military-type tour, I strongly 
recommend going over and studying the 
face of our longtime "enemy." 

Editor 's note: Soldier Of Fortune is 
looking into sponsoring a tour to Russia 
in 1993. Interested readers send inquiries 
to: SOF, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. Attn: Russian Jump Tour 

Robert MacKenzie, our Contributing Edi­
tor for Special Operations, has logged more 
than 250 military static-line and freefall 
jumps. Nineteen of these are combat jumps 
in southern Africa, including HALO and 
static-line combat insertions. ~ 

I. F. STONE 
Continued from page 45 

of many li beral journalists who were de­
voted readers of !. F. Stone·s Weekly. 
Speaking of Stone ·s criticism of the Vie t­
nam War in his column eulogizing the 
departed guru, Wicker said. "the war in 
Vietnam , more than any other experience 
in my professi9nal lifetime. validated in ­
depende111, searching, skeptical journal­
ism u11belzolden to official statements by 
official institwions ... [Emphasis added.] 

Stone·s propaganda work on behalf of 
the USSR was not journalism, much less 
" independent. searching and skeptica1.·· He 
swallowed communist disinformation 
w ithout hesitation and regurgi tated it for 
the benefit of willing dupes such as Wicker. 
The dissension he helped stir drove Presi­
dent Johnson from office. During his KGB 
years. Stone had particular appeal to the 
young. PBS still periodically airs a lauda­
tory film abou t hi s career. The Nation ' s 
fund-rai s in g arm hawks (for $20) a two­
hour tape of a "conversation" with Stone 
at age 80. 

Incredibly. the media gives posthumous 

Before you buy your next pistol or 
shotgun, why not 

watch a little TV first. 
See the new 40-minute HK & 
Benelli video tape to find out why 
these fireanns are so uncompromising! 

Call 1-800-262-2079 for your 40-minute P7/Benelli shotgun video tape. 

In a world of compromise, some don't. 
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immunity to their idol by suppressing the 
revelations about Stone's KGB ties. 
Romerstein ·s Human £Pents article was 
ignored by the major media. Even the con­
servative Washington Times limited its 
coverage to a brief gossip-column item 
and an editorial. Romerstein told us the 
only media call he received was from Ruth 
Sinai of the AP ' s Washington bureau. Be­
cause Romerstein 's source had insisted on 
his identity being kept confidential, Sinai ' s 
editors would not let her file a story on 
Romerstein's revelations. No journalists 
are beating down the doors of the FBI 
seeking confirmation from the bureau ' s 
files of what the KGB officer had dis­
closed. 

This article originally appeared in AIM 
Report, published by Accuracy In Media 
Inc. , 1275 K Street N. W., Suite 1150, Wash­
ington, DC 20005; phone: 202-371-6710.Y< 

ESCOBAR 
Continued from page 39 

the world's second-largest producer of 
opium gum (Burma/Myanmar is biggest). 

- The DEA estimates, based on lim­
ited sampling, that each hectare produces 
10 kilos of gum, which yields 1 kilo of 
heroin. That kilo sells for some $60,000 in 
Colombia, but is worth maybe $180,000 
in the United States. Each hectare pro­
duces three crops per year, so has an an-

(GEN I) 

The AN/PVS-28 mounted on M-16. 
(Rifle not included) 

AN/PVS-4 
(GEN II) 

nual value of a little more than a half­
million dollars. This means .Colombia is 
producing $7.5 billion in drug value (about 
the same as the gross national product of 
pre-war Croatia) if the cartels take it all 
the way to the streets. However, it is as yet 
uncertain exactly who is converting the 
gum to heroin , so the pie may be cut 
differently. 

- Through April of this year. 4 ,626 
hectares of opium poppies had been eradi­
cated , either through spraying with 
G lyphosate or through manual eradica­
tion. That ' s a potential loss for the narcos 
of $2.3 billion . 

- In 1991, more than 670 Colombian 
police were killed, mainly in anti-narcot­
ics operations . The United States, 10 times 
as large, lost 113 officers. 

Good news, bad news. What's the bot­
tom line? Despite an outward calm, and 
with the continuing loss of agents in the 
field, the "drug war' ' in Colombia may be 
all but lost. Colombian and foreign ex­
perts close to the situation say privately 
what no one is willing to even hint at 
publicly : The narcos, with their immense 
wealth, have penetrated deep within 
Colombia's legitimate political and eco­
nomic sectors. Nearly everyone has been 
co-opted to one degree or another. 

It looks like sometimes the good guys 
lose. 
David Rivera is a freelance journalist 
based in Colombia.'?( 

KABUL 
Continued from page 35 

was instantly flat, scattered across the 
ground between the shuttered shop front 
and a stagnant watercourse that ran along­
side the avenue. 

Major clashes were underway in the 
palace grounds where Dustam ' s troops ar­
rived to support Jamiat. Heav ier still was 
the fighting around the fortress of Bala 
Hissar, a strategic position dominating the 
main road out of Kabul south to Logar. 
Hezb was now battling to seize the old 
citadel from a mixed force of Jamiat , 53rd 
Division Uzbeks and regime National 
Guards whose HQ was in the fort. 

The Hezbis appeared to be attacking 
the fortress from the maze of houses and 
back streets to its immediate north and 
east (see map) and were close to the main 
gate under the ancient battlements. Infan­
try attacks were being aggressively sup­
ported by tank fire from Martyrs ' Hill , 
perhaps two klicks away. 

Jn the fortress complex itself, beneath 
the battlements, defenders had several 
tanks hull-down in revetments. One T-62 
had moved out in front of the gates to 
stem the assault. The two sides were trad­
ing intense tank, rocket and small-arms 
fire - the fortress was taking some heavy 
punishment. 

Approaching via back streets, the two 
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of us arrived on foot at a wide inte rsection 
in full view of both Bala Hissar and Mar­
tyrs' Hill. Only then did we realize we had 
walked more or less into the middle of a 
battle. 

I badly wanted to be off the street. As 
fate would have it , there was a small door 
a few meters away. I made a floundering 
lunge with one of the Afghans, and half­
kicked, half-pushed_the door open, almost 
fa lling into the darkness inside; to find 
myself in deep shit. . 

Deep Shit 

Plumbing in Kabul has evolved be­
yond the medieval only in certain select 
buildings; this was not one of them. The 
small room was a depository for human 
excrement. Not just in one spot, but all 
over its surface, ankle deep. I was back 
out in less than five seconds, yelling like a 
madman and pushing past the Afghan who 
was struggling to get in. 

The street was still being raked with 
machine-gun fire as I sprinted toward an­
other door farther along the street. Three 
of us arrived at the same time, pushing 
and shoving, the air alive with the crackle 
of small-arms fire. We burst in. 

On the cement floor of the passageway 
inside, a man was lying on his back bleed­
ing like a stuck pig from a wound in his 
lower abdomen. Beside him a near-hys­
terical woman was wailing and shrieking; 
crouched beside her were three young chil­
dren numb with shock and terror. 

The woman shrieked over and over in 
Persian : "For God 's sake, get a car! For 
God's sake, get a car!" Then the kids started 
howling and wailing. 

A furious battle continued outside. 
Hezbi tank fire was slamming into the 
walls of the fort, shattering the ancient 
brickwork in cascades of rubble, and blan­
keting the battlements in clouds of smoke 
and dust. 

But the Uzbeks and Jamiats were giv­
ing back as good as they got. The T-62 in 
front of the gates some 150 meters down 
the street was pounding the nearby houses 
at point-blank range. From the guardhouse, 
Uzbek militiamen yelling battle cries were 
sprinting out from cover to loose off from 
beside the tank with RPGs or simply blaze 
away with Kalashnikovs. They were drunk 
with battle. 

From positions on the slope directly 
under the battlements, 23mm antiaircraft 
cannon were firing back at Martyrs ' Hill 
in short, deafening bursts. But the violent 
muzzle flashes were attracting increasingly 
accurate return fire . 1 OOmm tank rounds 
were impacting among the trenches and 
weapon pits beneath the walls, sending up 
geysers of earth and smol;e. 

Retaliatory air strikes from a pair of 
MiGs were going in against Hezb posi­
tions on Martyrs ' Hill , but they couldn ' t 
have been much consolation to the de­
fenders of Bala Hissar. 

Across the boulevard toward the Bridge 
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of Mahmud Khan was a long row of shops 
that looked out across a wide sports field. 
One of the end houses was ablaze, flames 
roaring through the building. Across the 
intersection ran a group of terrified women. 
their flowing chadors billowing behind 
them and children clutched to their breasts, 
they fled past Uzbek militiamen firing 
RPGs across the field. 

But for all the din, destruction and 
death. the Hezbi infantry did not take Bala 
Hissar. They were. however, still well en­
trenched on Martyrs· Hill and positions 
under the hill. 

lt was only next day. on the Monday, 
that Jamiat and the Uzbeks began to get 
on top of the situation with the midday 
push across the Kabul River at the Bridge 
of Mahmud Khan. 

We were pinned down at the clock 
tower for perhaps one hour. Had the Hezbis 
delivered the sort of tank fire they were 
expending on Bala Hissar. we· d have been 
in bad trouble . But that day, the tank fire 
was all ours. · 

The infantry began to advance, as 
groups of Uzbeks ventured out from be­
hind the armor to find fresh cover behind 
the low embankment wall. From there they 
began putting accurate RPG fire into the 
positions across the river. 

Then the first BMP roared over the 
bridge and halted a few hundred meters 
from a burning shop on the other side. It 
appeared to be taking no return fire. 

At that point. a group of militia armed 
with RPGs and PKs moved onto the bridge 
and opened up on positions which the 
Hezbis were evacuating - fast. Leaving 
the militiamen on the bridge, I sprinted 
the last 50 meters or so to take cover 
behind the BMP. Then one of the T-62s 
moved over the bridge , followed by more 
APCs: then by a line of infantry. 

The bridge was secured. 
We were now at the edge of the sports 

stadium and in a position to outflank the 
Hezbis still in the Sarandoi base. Over 
Mikrorayon and Martyrs· Hill. a pair of 
Mi-24 gunships were in action, circling 
the area and loosing off rockets. It was a 
weird feeling. after 10 years of avoiding 
these fearsome insects. actually feeling 
glad to see them. 

The brunt of the battle for Kabul ended 
in the hours that followed . That afternoon. 
the Uzbeks advanced from the stadium to 
the base of the hill, taking only light casu­
alties . The Hezbis were beaten by superior 
and more mobile firepower and knew it. 
Rather than make a stand that night. they 
pulled out. 

In the shattered marble ruins of Nadir 
Shah ·s mausoleum. l sat with a group of 
the 53rd munching a breakfast of stale 
bread and lukewarm tea. looking out across 
the eastern suburbs which Hezb still held. 

An hour later. Sibghatullah Mojadidi. 
the muj"s new interim president. arrived 
overland from Pakistan. Also this same 
afternoon. against a background of artil-
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against bugging and electronic eavesdrop­
ping, a $50 value available to readers of 
Soldier Of Fortune for $29.95 (refundable 
w/purchase) plus $4 shipping and handling. 

_Not interested in dealership, but please 
send me CCS PRIVACY , 
SECURITY, SAFETY & SURVIVAL 
CATALOG(S) ._Enclosed is my check 
for$ _ _ Charge Mastercard_ Visa_ 
American Express_ Exp date _ _ _ _ 
Card # __________ _ 

Signature. _ _________ _ _ 

L - -
© CCS SF/1092 _J ----------------

~\\)~0 * * * ATTENTION * * * '7/]J~o 
Shooters, collectors, historians, military and firearms enthusiasts! 

This is the video series you've been waiting for! Rimfire Productions, Inc. presents the 
Classic Series, the most comprehensive firearms video programs ever produced. In 
cooperation with the William Douglas Military Museum, host Clark Hodges expertly 
guides y u through the history, development, operation, and model variations of the 
world's . ost famous firearms. 
Not just demos, these full-length professionally-produced programs cover all 
available infor · about each world-famous firearm and are guaranteed to please 
and educate the · criminating gun enthusiast. These exciting tapes include: 
modern computer~ taways, disassembly/assembly, buying tips, operational 
demonstrations, d · "II iently available in one source! 

THE FIRST TW 
READY NOW! 

Vol. 1: The Thompson Submachj~:(\ l'\ 
Gun - $24.95 ,~~·+ '· 

Complete coverage on all models, from th~ J!H9 10 
date. Rare prototype models in calibers .~ 7.63mm, 
9mm, .30 Carbine, and stainless steel Modef<M I A2. 
lncludes the Blish H-Block system, commercial 
and military models and almost every conceivable 
accessory used with the Tommy Gun . How you can 
legally own and shoot the ramous Thompson Sub­
machine Gun . 

Vol. 2: Colt/ Browning 
Pistol 1911 - $24 .95 

The most complete work to date on the .45 auto, 
all variations, including commercial, history, 
development, production ngures, dates or manu­
facture, inspector markings, model changes, and 
special tips on purchasing, shooting, and collecting 
these class ics . 

ORDER NOW! CALL TOLL-FREE! 

1-800-388-3726 

. , oductions, Inc. 
itt[ / Rd . - Dept. OG 

'u on, FL 34667 

City ____ _ 

Credit Card # _ _ _ xp. Date -. __ 

D M C D Visa Signa 
D VHS D 

Add $3.50 sh;pp;ng per tape + 7% sales tax 
Sorry, No COD"s 

Allow 3.4 weeks for delivery 

The Classic Series guarantees to make you an expert! 
Other videos coming soon from Rimfire Productions: 

Springfield 1903 Series AR/ l 5-M-16 
Ml Garand U.S. & Foreign Machine Guns 

Colt Single Action Army Browning P-35 

Winchester M94 
Ml Carbine 
P-08/ Luger 
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lery explosions and scattered fighting. 
power was formally transferred from the 
tired remnants of the communist regime 
to an interim government of the 
mujahideen. Politically it was headed by 
Mojadidi: the power behind the throne 
was its defense minister. Ahmad Shah 
Massoud. 

But in the wings stood the real con­
querors of Kabul - Dustam and his 
Uzbeks. As if to underline the point, on 
Tuesday night elements of the 53rd as­
saulted the Hezbis· last stronghold in cen­
tral Kabul. the Interior Ministry. The com­
plex was also the nerve center of the 
Sarandoi and the last bastion of hard-line 
communism in Afghanistan . Amid an orgy 
of looting and burning, SOF acquired a 
desk-top statuette of one Y. l. Lenin. a 
fitting memento of the final death throes 
of a bankrupt system . 

lf that was the end of communism in 
Afghanistan. it certain ly was not the end 
of the Afghan drama. Hekmatyar had ef­
fectively been pushed back out of central 
Kabul. but he still commanded a major 
following backed by artillery and armor to 
the south . His advance elements remained 
in the city's outer suburbs. a couple of 
klicks from Bala Hissar. After a decade of 
Pakistani and Western support, he remains 
a force impossible to ignore and is now 
preparing to capitalize on the inevitable 
Pushtun backlash to the rise of the minori­
ties and the new power equation . 

For his part. Massoud rules the Tajik 
northeast while Dustam dominates the 
Uzbek northwest. Central Afghanistan has 
fa llen under the sway of a powerful Iran­
backed Shi'ite faction. Kabul itself is a 
Beirut minus the Green Line. 

In short. Afghanistan , like Yugoslavi a. 
has moved out of the Marxist frying pan 
into a fire of ethn ic an imosities. In a re­
gion as volatile as West Asia, the flames 
may prove difficult to contain . 

Mike Winchester is an experienced com­
bat photojournalist who has spent 10 years 
co1·ering the war in Afghanistan.~ 

SULTANS 
Continued from page 57 

This distribution process, complicated by 
bureaucratic proced ures, will take months 
to complete. 

It is fortunate that the Oregon Military 
Museum in Clackamas has an expansion 
plan. By mid-January 1992, well over 200 
Desert Storm artifacts had arrived at the 
already crowded 6,000-square-foot facil­
ity. Even some Iraqi weapons, including a 
Romanian PK general purpose machine 
gun, an AKM assault rifle , a Sterling 
submachine gun, and a German MP-5 
submachine gun had trickled in. A Soviet 
AGS-17 30mm grenade launcher is also 
expected. 

Near the museum's entrance several 
martial mannequins, one wearing Ameri­
can "chocolate-chip" desert camouflage 
and three wearing Iraqi combat uniforms, 
confront visitors in a narrow hallway. 
Thanks to careful planning, Aitken 's col­
lection is so comprehensive that the Iraqi 
mannequins are correct down to their zip­
pered combat boots, designed to be easily 
removed for Moslem prayers. 

CWO 2 Terrill M. Aitken is the busy cura­
tor and sole paid staff member of the Or­
egon Military Museum. Oregon-based 
freelance writer Christian Sturm was an 
Army artillery liaison NCO in Vietnam.~ 

H&K 
Continued from page 43 

and chunky. and man-sized hands are re­
quired for complete control. It will no 
doubt conceal more easily than the large 
service pistols, such as the Beretta 92F, 
but it 's no lightweight and those who carry 
day-in and day-out may find that objec­
tionable . However, there's no free lunch, 
and I'll take the added mass with the added 
durability. 

There can be no doubt as to its quality 
or reliability , which are both at the high­
est possible levels. As is its suggested 
retail price, which is $1.259 complete with 
two magazines and cylinder cleaning tools. 
Add $40 for nickel finish. Sportsmen 

fl fl STAY IN CONTACT! 
IN THE FIELD-ON THE FARM-IN THE PLANT 
OR ANYWHERE INSTANT COMMUNICATION IS NEEDED 

• HANDLE EMERGENCIES 
• INCREASE EFFICIENCY 
• MOVE PEOPLE & EQUIPMENT 

111 BSJ§l!\J)" 
.::=-::- ORDERS ONLY CALL: 

5 WA~e~c•AL! 
BY MOTOR~tgtus PORTABLE 
s29aoo Mode/ Psa 

VHF & UHF FM 
2-WAY COMMUNICATIONS 
FOR PERSONAL & BUSINESS USE. 
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800·1'56·9300 
ALSO AVAILABLE: 

•PORTABLES AVAILABLE FROM 1-5 WAITS 
•MOBILES FROM 15-110 WAITS 

• NEW SYNTHESIZED OR CRYSTAL CONTROL 
• 2-32 CHANNELS 

• TOP QUALITY RADIOS FROM MOTOROLA. 
TRADE-INS ACCEPTED. 

Complete With ea• 
Cadmium battery gnf enna. nickel 

. e t clip & charger 

For Technical Information 
and in N. Y. State 

please call: 
516-667-7200 

CENTRAL MOBILE 
COMMUNICATIONS 

770 GRAND BLVD., DEER PARK, N.Y. 11729 
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may find the price a bit too steep. Armed 
professionals are accustomed to paying 
high dollar for high performance. For 
further information. contact Heckler & 
Koch Inc .. Dept. SOF, 21480 Pacific Blvd., 
Sterling, VA 22170; phone: 703-450-
1900)."' 

COMBAT WEAPON -
CRAFT 
Continued from page 21 

3. Rapid-fire drills from field posi­
tions: This should involve practice at 
quick position-assumption, reloading 
and shooting at a cadence appropriate 
to combat. Offhand. sighted snap­
shooting is another part of this phase 
of training. 

4. Advanced field firing exercises: 
The skills learned through range drills 
should be tested and reinforced at an 
increasingly advanced level, with physi­
cal and mental stress added where 
appropriate. Fire and maneuver 
courses, moving target engagements, 
and night firing are just a few of the 
possibilities. 

At least initially, all shot groups fired 
by the students should be examined 
by the instructor. Shooters who are 
having problems with trigger control -
evidenced by too large a group -

should be required to fire from a maga­
zine loaded with dummy and live 
rounds. Any tendency to anticipate the 
shot and jerk the trigger will be glar­
ingly apparent when the hammer falls 
on an inert cartridge. 

In addition to live-fire practice, dry 
firing is an excellent way to program a 
shooter's "skills memory" and requires 
neither a range nor ammunition. It is 
the best therapy for a flinch . Dry firing 
regularly, in increments of no more than 
30 minutes, can do wonders for a 
rifleman's proficiency at trigger control, 
position assumption and gun handling. 

Train like you fight: Actual gear to 
be used in the field should be worn 
during all drills and exercises (includ­
ing dry firing) , except during the initial 
phase of live-fire instruction. Load-bear­
ing equipment, flak jackets and hel­
mets may require changes in shooting 
positions or gear location , and it is bet­
ter to find these things out in practice. 
Also. firing strings must never require 
shooters to engage in actions that are 
tactically unsound. People wi ll revert 
under stress to the actions they learn 
in training. 

Finally, riflemen need to be exposed 
to the widest possible range of shoot­
ing problems. Conduct shooting exer­
cises in all kinds of terrain; the ground 
isn't always flat and level like the firing 
line on a target range. Remember, 

though, most firefights occur at fairly 
close range, so emphasize getting very 
quick at 100 meters and under, with 
night-firing and moving-target practice 
in addition to daytime, stationary-tar­
get engagements. 

All of the above may seem to be 
pure common sense - and it is. How­
ever, in military marksmanship train­
ing, common sense is often an uncom­
mon virtue. The unit or individual that 
trains in a realistic manner can exploit 
this situation. As a result of relevant 
training , the human factor will provide 
an edge that results in a clear advan­
tage in combat. 

Andy Stanford is director of the Martial 
Marksmanship Institute, a private-sec­
tor organization that provides small­
arms training and consulting for the 
U.S. military. He also is editor of Com­
bat Marksman, the journal of the Mili­
tary Marksmanship Education Foun­
dation."' 

BUFFALO 
Continued from page 49 

seen him. One hop and he was up in that 
tree and he stayed there until l helped him 
out of it. We went back through the buf­
fa lo shit and the knocked-down bushes 

CRIME IS A GROWTH INDUSTRY! "BETTER TO BE THE HUNTER, THAN THE HUNTED!" 

&.1Dil:: 
CIA 

ENTRANCE 
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CIA Entrance Exam 
217p. No.8146 .... $19.95 
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FBI Entrance Exam 
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POLICE 
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Law School Adm. Police Officer 
330p. No. 8352 .... $19.95 423p. No. 8353 .... $19.95 

CORRECTION 
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Enforcement Agent 
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DEA Agent 
240p. No.8290 .... $19.95 

Police; Sgt.-Lt.-Capt. 
320p. No. 8354 .... $19.95 

SPECIAL 
AGENT 
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Special Agent 
262p. No.8349 .... $19.95 

You as a Law Officer 
175p. No. 8355 .... $14.95 

BORDER 
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AGENT 
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Border Patrol Agent 
182p. No.8350 .... $19.95 
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State Trooper 
289p. No. 8356 ... $19.95 
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Correction Officer 
278p. No. 8351.. .. $19.95 

EMERGENCY 
DISPATCHER 

9U 
OPERATOR 

Emergency Dispatch 
207p. No. 8357 .... $14.95 

These official caree r manuals w ill prepare you for your new life as a c rime-fighter! 
Each manual has b een p repared by experts and includes important informa­
tion that will enable you to score high on the necessary exams I Each subject is 
covered with detailed explanations. and includes model exams. explanatory 
answers. and c onfidence building job techniques! Money-back guarantee! 

f"NIC LawEnforcementSupply order#C318)688-1365- --t 
I 

500 Flournoy Lucas Rd. I 
P.O. Box 5950-SBK Name 

I 
Shreveport, LA 71135-5950 Billing Address I 

• • Add S3.00 per order . I 
1www,www.www.,a Shipping & Handling Cuy/Slate/ZIP_ _ __ 

Officer Promotion Tests Traffic Enforcement Free Federal Dollars I 112 pg. Color Catalog $3.00; Card ' Exp. Date I 
$ $ $ FREE WITH ORDER' VI, MC. MO,CHK accepted FAX 318 688 1367 
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MIL-TIME@ THE SPECIALIST IN QUALITY 
MILITARY DESIGN WATCHES 

PRECISION WEST GERMAN QUARTZ ANALOG MOVEMENT WITH DATE 
DISPLAY • 12/24 HOUR MARKINGS • LUMINOUS HANDS AND HOUR 
INDICATORS • SOLID BRASS CASE • SHOCK AND WATER RESISTANT • 
STAINLESS STEEL BACK • SCRATCH RESISTANT MINERAL GLASS 
CRYSTAL • LEATHER BAND • Bl-DIRECTIONAL TIME RING BEZEL • 
PLATED IN NICKEL, MATTE BLACK OR 18K GOLD DEPENDING UPON 
MODEL • LIMITED LIFETIME WARRANTY 

ACCURATE-RUGGED-HANDSOME 

MODELS AVAILABLE: ARMY (SHOWN) 
MARINE CORPS. NAVY, AIR FORCE, 82ND 
AIRBORNE, 101ST AIRBORNE. 1ST CAVALRY, SPECIAL OFFER 
7TH INFANTRY SPECIAL FORCES ABN, RANGERS. 
COASTGUARD $69.95 

VISA/MC ORDER TOLL FREE 
1-800-328-3227 
IN CA. 415-871-6726 

OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TO 
MIL-TIME 
456 SAN MATEO AVENUE, SUITE 1 
SAN BRUNO, CA 94066 
ALL ORDERS ADD $3.50 (CAN. $7.00) S/H 
CA. ADD $5.07 TAX 
NO EXTRA S/H TO OVERSEAS MILITARY 

Preserve Your 2nd 
Amendment Rights! 
3J.OA ONV 
~3J.Sl93~ 

(Slick Willie wants to turn the Second Amendment upside down) 

~~~~~~ 

Your vote 

70 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

In 1960, a change of one vote per 
precinct in Illinois would have cost 
JFK that state and the presidential 
election. 

Slick Willie has stated he will ban 
manufacture, sale and possession 
of "assault rifles" without defining 
what those terms mean. 

Maybe you feel you can't vote for 
Bush but if you don't vote for 
pro-gun candidates running for 
Congress and at the local level, 
don't whine to SOF about losing 
your gun rights. 

and the only things left standing were our 
trees. Hell, I didn't know there were any 
trees there until I took off running, look­
ing for the first thing I could climb that 
would get me 6 feet in the a ir. 

Donovan shrugged off their brush with 
death. "T would do it again . The bottom 
line is it was exciting. and those few sec­
onds were just as exciting as anything I've 
done. It was as exciting as any parachute 
drop. Of course you have to come right 
down out of the tree and try again. Then, 
being there the third time when it finally 
worked was the reward. I have got a lot of 
respect for the guys who do this all time!" 

"I take this shit real serious," Donovan 
added. 

Galen Geer is SOF's Outdoor Affairs 
Editor.'?<. 

PEROT 
Continued from page 53 

reports saying that Gregson had this video 
tape. And this went all the way to Ronald 
Reagan, who turned it over to Bush. 

"So. there was Smith, saying that he 
wanted at his disposal a Boeing 707 with 
a crew and $4.2 million available at 24 
hours' notice, to be at Changi Airport in 
Singapore." 

"Smith was able to convince the pow­
ers-that-be that there was a film. The gov­
ernment wasn't willing to pay for any­
thing. so Bush went to his friend Perot to 
ask for money. Of course, to Perot, 
$4.2 million is no problem. So Perot agreed 
to go along with this and bankrolled Smith 
and I don't know who else. 

"It turned out Gregson was in jail in 
Singapore for some swindle that he was 
trying to do. unrelated to the POW busi­
ness, and his bail was $45,000, which 
Perot put up and got him out of jail. 
Gregson, Smith and everybody else were 
saying he was in jail because of a con­
spiracy to cover up his POW information. 

"All this time, Gregson was under sur­
veillance by just about every police agency 
in the world, because he was involved in 
drug trafficking, arms smuggling ... he 
was a con man with a rap sheet as long as 
all of our arms. The Singapore special 
branch was watching him like a hawk. 
They couldn "t figure out why all of a sud­
den all these high-power folks came out 
of the woodwork and bailed this guy out. 

"After he got out, I understand that 
Gregson and Mark Smith headed to 
Cyprus. Gregson reportedly was under 
DEA surveillance, because the people 
Gregson was going to talk to were all 
hashish dealers operating out of Beirut. 

Reeled Along Like A Fish 

"Somebody high up in the government, 
probably Bush, had the DEA providing 
assistance to Gregson and there was an 
elaborate plan to go into Beirut, because 
for some reason the Palestine Liberation 
Organization [PLO] supposedly had the 

NOVEMBER 92 



REFUGEE RELIEF 
INTERNATIONAL INC. 

There are still a lot of Nicaraguan refugees in 
Honduras. Our main activity the last few years 
has been sending medical and other suppl ies to 
them, and also to medical projects in Guatema­
la and El Salvador. The need is still there. Too 
many people are dying for lack of simple medic­
al care. 

Medical supplies of most types are still 
urgently needed. We can't handle items that 
have to be locked up or refrigerated or bulky 
items of equipment. Checks and money orders 
are welcome. None of the funds collected go for 
staff salaries or other administrative expenses. 

Please send letters and checks to : 
REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 

P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

Please send UPS and other packages to : 
REFUGEE RELIEF INTERNATIONAL 

C/O SOF Warehouse 
5735 Arapahoe Avenue 

Boulder, Colorado 80303 
All donations are tax deductible. Put a packing lisl wilh name and 

address of dooor wi1h each package, and indicale whether you 
wish to be listed as a donor in SOF. 

1=/GHTING 
r1REARMS 
U111ited #umber Bf Copies Left 
Fighting "1"9anns Is a COLLECTOR'S ITEM 

Edlmt and written by SOF's 
Technlcal editor PETER KOKALIS 

ORDER NOW!! 
while copies are available 
$5.00 (Includes shipping and handllngJ ------------ ---1Name ______________ 1 

1 
Address ______________ I 

City _____ State ___ ZiP----1 
I 0 MasterCard 0 VISA Exp. -----
1 Card# _____________ _ 
I Signature ____________ _ 

1 
Quantity ____________ _ 
SS.00 • Colorado residents add 3. 7% 

I Mountain Star International Inc., 
I 1750 301h St., Suite 498, Boulder, CO 80301 

For delivery call 1·800·800-7630 

videotape. 
"According to Gregson, the PLO were 

the people that had it originally , and since 
the U.S . government wouldn "t bu y it. they 
took it back. Believe me. the story had 
holes . It didn't make a whole lot of se nse 
and you wondered why the intelligence 
community would be reeled along like a 
fish on this. 

"Anyway . they all went to Cyprus and 
they came back without the tape. I don't 
know if they went to Beirut or not. Smith 
says they did - l have my doubts. Any­
way , all of this is being bankrolled by 
Perot as far as I know. 

" I kn ow Perot was behin d getting 
Gregson out of jail in Singapore. I know 
that Perot was asked by Bush to provide 
the money to purchase this tape. Given the 
state of everyo ne·s finances at that time, 
there 's no way th at Smi th and Gregson 
cou ld be flying all ove r the world without 
someone picking up the tab. and it cer­
tainly wasn't the U.S. government. So my 
deduction is th at it was Perot. 

"After they went to Cyprus. Gregson 
was refused entry back into Thailand and I 
have n't th e foggi est idea where he is now. 
But in Smith ·s statement and testimony 
before a House committee on POWs back 
in 1986. he wanted to have thi s guy named 
John Obassy testify and present a vi deo­
tape of Americans alive in captivity in 
Vietnam. Well. Obassy was Gregson. 

"Gregson came from wherever he was, 
got as far as Fayettevi ll e, North Carolina. 
confe rred there with Smith and Smith 's 
lawyer and decided not to testify. In his 
immigration documents Gregson listed as 
sponsor then-Congressman Billy Hendon , 
another POW/MIA activ ist. Smith was sub­
poenaed to testify, but refused to do so 
since he felt that neither the ad ministra­
tion nor the committee were taking the 
matter seriously , but were on ly interested 
in discrediting him and Gregson. 

[About this time , Billy Hendon de­
manded that the director of DIA give him 
$4.2 million for the tape, sight unseen, or 
sign a statement that he refused to do so. 
The DIA tried over and over to get access 
to the film , which was supposed ly in the 
sa fe of Mark Smith's attorney in 
Fayetteville, North Carol ina.] 

" ln short, I believe that Obassy/Gregson 
and Smith and thi s who le escapade were 
financed by Perot - that is my deduction. 
I don't have any ev idence . I don ' t have 
any papers that prove this. I know that 
Perot placed the $4.2 million to be used to 
purchase the tape in escrow in a bank in 
Singapore. and the mone y was 
re turned to Perot. 

"Later, Smith claimed he and Gregson 
were so upset with the U.S. government's 
handling of the affair that they burned the 
tape . When I asked Smith why he didn ' t 
prevent Gregson from doing thi s, after all 
the efforts Smith had made to collect evi­
dence of live U.S. POWs. he had no an­
swer. It is a real question in my mind 

COUNTERFEIT GUNS 
that are inexpensive to own and safe to display in your 

home. They are realistic. full size wo rking metal models 
that look, feel, weigh and handle li ke the expensive 

originals. You can work the action, release the clip and 
dry fire these high quality models. 

CANNOT BE 
FIRED! 

ISRAELI UZI 
SUBMACHINE GUN 
Used by Israeli troops 
in the historic 6·Day 
War, the Entebbe Raid . 
Adopted 30 other 
nations as the most 
successfu l sub­
machi ne gun on the 
market today. 

Over 72 parts 
folding metal stock 

detachable 32-round 
magazine. Length 25" 

Wt. 9 lbs. 
#01 -705M .... ... $310 PPD 

1921 
THOMPSON 
as used by FBI & U.S. 
combat troops. Over 59 
parts , including vertical foregrip, detachable wood butt­
stock & 20-rd. magazine. Lgth. 35". Wt. 9.5 lbs. 
Disassembles like original. 

01-700 ........ .. ...... .... ..... .............. $299 PPD 

Full size (non-firing) models look, weigh, 
and handle like the originals. 

M· 16 ASSAULT RIFLE 
The ultimate defense arm as 
used by S.W.A.T. forces. Made 
famous by U.S. troops in S.E. 
Asia. Full size. Bolt functions like 
original-over 70 ABS plastic and metal 
parts. CANNOT BE FIRED. Lgth. 39". Wt. 5 lbs. 

Declared "non-gun" by the Federal Gov'I . 
#39·2707 ... .......... .......... ... $300 PPD 

U.S. 45 
AUTOMATIC 
A favo rite of Gl 's for 80 
yrs., from WWI to Viet· 
nam. This metal "non­
firing " replica model is exact in 
every detail-even the grip safety 

works. Blued finish. Can be 
disassembled. L: 8.5'' 

M92 
AUTOMATIC 

W: 2.5 lbs. #01-300 
$107 PPD 

This massive 9mm was 
chosen to replace the 
.45 auto. Made famou s 
in Operation Desert Storm, 

FULLY ASSEMBLED 

this blued "non-firing" metal model 
actionworks like the original. Can be 
partially disassembled. L: 8.5: W: 3 lbs. 
#22-1254 ... .. ..... ............ $102 PPD 
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• • • • Polo shirts with the SOF logo! 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Address 

City State Zip 

Quonity Size S M L XL 

$3 .00 s/ h for first shirt. S 1 .00 for ea. additional shirt . 
Colorado residents add 3.7% sales tax. Please allow 
6-8 weeks for delivery. • 

••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

UNLEASH "HELL·FIRE:M' 

Pistol Mounts Available Far: 
GLOCK; S& W 
BERETIA; 92F, 96 FS 
COLTGOV'TMODEL; 1911 Frames 
SIG; P 220, 225, 226, 228, 229 

1.E'" 1.\t>G" o"fO" 
. ..d\~ o• p..tf<cl' 01.1.I' 

\ \. ·~fls tJ\?.~z•z.~u1'E.\.. "4' p...t"(1'o e,6~\.. f t yotttl"'~e.s.1'. " svt"\"z.\:\c 
' 6V " P-ce.s.O c, .. .iJ'S g. .. e,e.S.1' \.. c;o\6\ef o .. "{t\E. f'(l"let\c.z.0 c,u1 

Do you own any Semi·Automatic and want to Rock 'N Ro/II 
Model HFS Have you bought books or toys that didn 't work? Well. the 

all new " HELL·FIRE" Trigger System Is here! You w on 't find 
anything closer to a "Select Fire" Conversion, BATF approved 
and LEGAL! The unit Is In sta lled externa lly In seconcis. It does 
not Interfere w ith the normal operation of trigger. When 
engaged, you may fire bursts, to emptying complete magazines 
at a fu ll automatic rate accurately and legally! Hurry a nd 
get yours now before It's too late! 

Minimum age to orde r - I S years 

SEND YOUR NAME. ADDRESS AND QUANTITY DESIRED TO: 
......... ,# CASHIER'S CHECK OR MONEY ORDER ... 

H~ I. RRE~ PERSONAL CHECKS DELAYS ORDER 

....... - SYSTEMS INC. PREPAID 
"" / TM P.O. Box 549, Olathe, co 81425 

U.S. P.u, ' CM.. Pt:••U PP. Colorado Acsidenis Add 3% 

RUGER; MK2; P 85, 89, 90, 91 , 92 Call Us For A Dealer Near You! 
BROWNING; Hi-Power, Buck Mark 22; 5.5 () a•PEC 
CZ; 75 ; 85, TAURUS; P92,99,1 00,1 01 "" 
FIRESTAR; M 40; 43; 45 -
•Black or Silver (add $10 for Silver) ~ 55 Oak Co~ r't ' o·a ~:f1 ~" c:~~~~6 
·Range: 300 yards ""' Tel 510-820-1is3 Fax sio-820-8738 
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whelher th e tape ever ex isted at all. " 
Given the vast quantity of scams and 

deceptions that have clouded this matter . 
exte rn al statements. especiall y from the 
likes of Gregso n. on the date on which the 
tape was made arc less than overwhelm­
ingl y convincing. 

$J \lillion-Dollar Man 

A videotape made in 197 I. for instance. 
showing NVA guards and prisoners. might 
be of some va lue in establish ing th at rec­
ognizab le individuals shown in the tape 
we re alive in captivity Jhen. but is not 
ev idence of their status now. If this tape 
in fac t ex isted . there might or migh t not 

HE BELIEVES THAT, 
IF THERE ARE ANY 

STILL-LIVING POW s, 
NEGOTIATION, 

INCLUDING MAKING 
CONCESSIONS AND 
PAYING RANSOM, IS 

HOW TO DO IT. 

be convincing internal evidence suggest­
ing a date or time frame in which it could 
have been made . 

Also. in I 986 Bush asked Perot to do a 
follow-on study to the Tighe Commission 
repo rt. The Tighe Commission inquired 
into and made a report on the efforts of the 
Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) to co l­
lect and evaluate information and to deter­
mine. if possible. the facts concerning the 
2.000-odd U.S. MIAs in Southeast Asia. 

Based on what th e SOF staff has 
learned. it appears th at word never got 
down to the people in CIA. DIA and DEA 
that had the answers Perot needed, in­
forming them that he was a member of the 
president's Foreign Intelligence Advisory 
Board. had a "need to know" and thus was 
clea red for access to the full detai ls. 

Acco rding to one of SOF's sources in 
the course of this study. while being briefed 
by DIA, Perot said that he was not there to 
be lectu red , got up and walked out. Perot 
was in vited to Hanoi by the Vietnamese 
and after appropriate palavers with the ad­
mini stra tion and the Vietnamese , Perot 
made the trip. He was agai n in the some­
what equivoca l status of a private citizen 
with an informal blessing of "someone in 
the White House" and/or "someone in the 
Pentagon :· 

He actually made th e trip in April 1987, 
had long discussions with various Viet­
namese officials. got a rather clear percep­
tion of their viewpo int and brought home 
no live pri soners. 

In hi s Se nate te stimon y. Perot stated 
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all these efforts cost him more than 
S3 million. It is rather bitter irony that the 
only person who got out of confinement as 
a result of all this was Robin Gregson . 

Perot's Conclusions 

Reuters· transcript of Perot's testimony 
is 45 pages. single-spaced. Even though a 
lot of the discussion goes around and 
around. it can "t even be summarized here . 
Yet. there are two points on which Perot 
obviously feels very strongl y : 

(I) He believes that, if there are any 
still-living POWs. negotiation. including 
making concessions and paying ransom, 
is how to do it and Laos is the place to 
start. Laos and Vietnam are very hard-up 
and need our help. Perot feels the presi­
dential emissary, General Vessey. has too 
narrow a mandate and does not or is not 
permitted to spend enough time to do the 
job. This is Perot's explanation for the 
non-success of all negotiations 
to date. 

However. it should be pointed out that 
if even one live POW came out and re­
counted for the world to hear the hard­
ships and brutalities of 20 or more years 
of imprisonment. this would be a disas­
trous setback to the world"s perception of 
the Lao or Vietnamese regimes. The rul­
ers of these places are both Orientals and 
politicians; this would be a loss of face not 
to be contemplated. especially since they 
have repeatedly asserted they are holding 
no live POWs. 

(2) Perot believes the appropriate way 
to get at the truth of the government's 
handling of the issue would be to bring all 
individuals involved in the decision mak­
ing process together. then give them im­
munity and compel them to talk. 

As we see it. on the other hand. after 
what happened to Admiral Poindexter and 
Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North. congres­
sional promises of immunity are no longer 
credible. so this wouldn ·1 work . 

This is not to say that Perot doesn't 
come out looking better than most. A lot 
of people have made a business out of the 
POW/MIA tragedy . setting up "non-profit"" 
organizations. raising money, publishing 
newsletters. peddling conspiracy theories. 
making emotional appearances on talk 
shows and before congressional commit­
tees. and all the while living quite well off 
the issue . 

Furthermore. in 1980 Perot funded and 
conducted a raid to extract two of his em­
ployees being held in Iran. While this is 
not directly related to the matter of POWs 
in Southeast Asia. it shows a loyalty to­
ward his own employees that one could 
wish were more widely practiced. 

Perot seems to have "hewed to the line"' 
more than most on the real priority. which 
has to be bringing home any surviving 
American POWs in Southeast Asia. 

Colonel Alex McCo ll°is SOF's Director of 
Special Projects.°9( 
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TheFew­
TheProud ... 

The Salute 
Continues 

US Marine Corps 
Commemorative 

For nearly 200 years, the U.S. Marines 
have been there ... whenever duty 

called. Camillus built millions of knives 
for American servicemen in W>rld War 

' n, and our W>rld W.ir II commemorative 
series (begun in 1990) recalls those 

fighting knives and celebrates the 
dedication, valor and sacrifice of 

America's servicemen. 
Our third commemorative offering, the 

USMC2, features a high-luster, blued 
finish, r blade with an 18-karat gold 

inlay of the American flag being raised 
on Mount Suribacbi. Each knife comes 
with a solid oak display case ... only 

2,000 will be produced. 

Camillus - Traditions and 
Innovations 

Camillus Cutlery Company 
Camillos, New York 13031 
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COLLEGE DEGREES 
BY MAIL 

Now You Can 
Receive your -. 
College Degree 
throuQh Home 
Study1 Though 
most nev e r 
advertize, There 
are good schools 
available that offer 
usable, legitimate 
degrees entirely 
through home 
study! It is 
possible in as 
short as three 
months, for as little 
as $500.00 to 
achieve a new level 

!QQ. eonp(J(pl 
::~- ~g~,., 
/ h t•..-. .......... , '""'~:!:'"'• . ~ '•"·-····· ru, Mail 

"' ~---···~ ..... ·;.'=:.a, ··­................ 
. .... 1 • ..,. .. 

l1r 
Joh11 /k't11: /1/1.il 

of success in Ille 
by having acollege'----------..J 
degr0el Here they are--the top 1 oo schools, 
offering Bachelor's, Master's, Doclorate and Law 
Degrees. Colll!Qe Degrees by Mail describes: tu­
ition, majors,Cfegrees, phone numbers, college 
credit for life experience and equivalency exams. 
Also a long list of which schools to avoidl Money 
Back Guarantss!The NIC Catalog has hundreds 
of how to books, tools and toys for richer living in 
its color catalog. For a $3 catalog call 1-900-:!26-
2444 or FREFwith order! 

ONLY$12.95 
Please add $3.00 shipping and handling 

NIC Law Enforcement Supply 
500 Flournoy Lucas, #3, Box 5950-CD 

Shreveport, LA 71135-5950 

Name 

Address---------------­

.City/Slate/ZIP---------------

1 Card# Exp. Date __ _ 

~
D D D D 24-ho11orderNo. 318-688- 136-.,;5 

VISA M/C CHK MO Fax I 318-688- 1367 ----------
MAC-V-SOG COMMAND HISTORIES, 

ANNEXES A, M & N (1964-1966): 
First Secrets of the Vietnam War 

by Charles F. Reske 
"Charles Reske 's latest book on MACSOG is a continuation 
of the unsurpassed authenticity ot MACSOG activities contained 
in his MACSOG Command History, Annex B (1971 ·72) The 
Last Secret of the Vietnam War. " 

Jack Abraham. President 
Special Opera1ions Association 

A t last the whole truth can 
be told about America's 
clandestine shadow warriors. 

WHAT ARE ANNEXES 
A, N & M? 

They are the S1 udies and Obser­
vation Group Command Histories 

Cover Art Mas Crace spanning 1964·66. This was a time 
of optimism for 1he officers and men of Studies and 
Observation Group. MACSOG was on the cutting edge 
or the action, and a1 1his critical poin1, seemed 1he 
logical choice 10 lake the war directly into the enemy's 
homeland. The Annexes are enhanced by organiza­
tional charts, maps or Laos, Cambodia and Vietnam, 
together with photographs, diagrams and speci fi ca­
tions or SOG's PTF 'Nas1y Class' gunboais. 

In ANNEX ll. 1hc muhor 1old you 1hc END of 1hc MAC­
SOG S1ory ... Now he !ells i·ou the BEGIN ING. 
l.argc 81/i x 11 format. 176 pp .. i llus .. photos. maps. quality \Oftcovcr. 

Supplies Limited - Order Your Copy Today! 
Monsy-Back Guarantee 

S19.95 plus S3.50 P & H. (First Class Mail $6.50) 
Outside USA S7 .00 

Ca111 lo~ or Hurd 10 Find Books .... Sl.00 (Free with order) 

Alpha Publications 
P.O. Box 308-N •Sharon Center, OH 44274 

Please send ___ cop1es ol ANNEX A at S19.95 each, plus 
$3.50 P & H, 1SI Class $6.50. OH Residents add 51h% sales lax. 
Visa/MasterCard Welcome - FAX (216) 239-1392 

Name _______________ ~ 

Address ---------------
City State_ Zlp __ _ 

Also Available: MACV-SOG Command History ANNEX B: 
(1971-72) The Last Secret of the Vietnam War 

B'h x 11 , two-vol., 756 pp .. illus., maps, charts. sottcover . $49.95 
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FREE! 
Discount 

Knife Catalog 
• Save up to 50% or more 
• Huge selection 
• Top quality--no seconds 
• Fast service 
• Satisfaction guaranteed! 

cu~~ 
5461 Kendall Street Dept. SF 
Boise, Idaho 83706-1248 
Phone: 1-208-376-0430 
Fax:l-208-376-7608 

Featuring an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. A eoo+ page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com­
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 

SILVERMAN'S 
GENUINE BRITISH FORCES KIT 

• DPM SAS SMOCKS 
• DPM PARA SMOCKS 
• DPM JACKETS ('68 PAT) 
• DPM TROPICAL SUITS 
• WOOLEY PULLY'S 
• DENISON SMOCKS 
• WEBBING PLCE, '58, '37 
• DPM DESERT SUITS 
• RUCKSACKS 
• DRESS UNIFORMS 
• POLICE KIT 
• PARNSAS BERETS/BADGES 
• G10 ARMY WATCHES 
• W.W. II KIT 

Orders 
despatched 
by air mail 
£17.99 per 
order. Visa/MC 
accepted. 

,.... -
1 Send for FREE catalogue to: S ILVERMAN'S 

1 (SOF), Mile End, London E1 4PS. England 

1 Phone 071 790 5257/Credit card orders 
0717 900 900 FAX 071 791 0008 

I NAME 

I ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE/ZIP 
(SOF) 

THE HOUND DOG 
Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtou1 the world today. corporations. professional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually to in· 
sure pnvacy in their othces and homes where 1mponan1 plans 
and policy makmg decisions are discussed and formulated 
The " HOUND DOG .. is a wise investment for anyone wn::. has 
reason lo beheve !hat an eavesdropping device 1s now hidden. 
or may be hidden m !he lulure. in either home or oflrce. No 
radio transmitter. no matter how well ii may have been h1d· 
den. can escape detec11on by the " HOUNO DOG" 

The " HOUND DOG .. is an advanced e1ec1rornc ins1rumen1 
designed lor the sole purpose al locating hidden transmitters 
An average size ollice or room can be thoroughly searched rn 
only a maner ol minules. The " HOUND DOG" snilfs ou1 any 
1ransm1t1ers hidden m pictures. walls. desks. chairs. etc . 
regardless ol thelf operatmg frequency. 

The " HOUND DOG .. is simple to use. Single knoo ad7uS1· 
ment callbra1es lhe meter and any 1ransm111er signal received 
1s ind1ca1ed by the merer movement By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls. chairs. piclures. desks. etc . the presence 
al any 1ransm11ter will cause a nse in the meter reading The 
meter reading will continue to nse as the probe approaches 
the transmitter 
We believe you w1ll l111d the ··HOUND DOG'' oulperlorms 

most other units selhng tor seve1al limes the pnce This item 
has been bwlt since 1962 Each one 1s backed by a 3·year 
warranly by us 

Meter Callbrale 

ex~'~;llil 16 Inches S 

SIZE .. l .6x 2.4x8.2 INCHES $195.00 
USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many tmes mono -11ul ll1an other tr.msmlters. 
TrilJlsmits up 10 Yo mt~ to any FM radb ·Easy to 
Assemble Kl - up " 'JV battO!y (not Ind.) 

' $19.95 
call 407·725-1000 or aend $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping ror Hoood 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmltt8f to USI 
Corp. P.O. Box SF·2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COO'a OK. For a 
catalog ol tranamlttens, voice ocramblers & other epedallty ttams 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 

SNEAK·A·SMOKE 
(Camouflage For Your Cigarette) 

The Sneak-A-Smoke is a cigarette 
shield designed for the necessity 
of light discipline. 

• Smoke at night without 
being seen. 
• Protect your cigarette in 
adverse weather. 
• For smokers in the field 
or combat environment. 
• Perfect for security and 
SU!Veillance. 
• Small, lightweight and 
durable with penclip. 

• Comfortably carried in pocket or clipped 
to gear. 
• Available in three camouflage colors: 
- Black - Woodland Green - Desert Tan 

The Sneak-A-Smoke" provides the freedom to smoke 
in the dark without the risk of being seen. 

I RAYMOND ~srRiE.s-PQ e: sITT2S C.:1on OH "4410s I 
Teleph<ine: 12161 832-6049 I 

I Qty. COio• - - total 

Bl.IC~ 52 89 
Make check or M.O. payable to 
Raymond Ind. (Sorry. no COD's) 

GREEN 52 89 NAME 
TAN S2 89 

Sub total 

6"' tax-OH res 

Adel S1 DO SM I* ullll 

Total 

'-----

-~~~~~~~ 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE ZIP 

PHONE ( 
(Pl&aS8 print) 
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NOTICE 
To 

CALIFORNIA 
RESIDENTS 

Some fireanns advertised in this magazine may or may not be 
lawful for sale in California. 

Those specifically not allowed for sale in California are: 

A. All of 1he followi~ rifles: 
1. AV10mal Kalashnikovs (AK) series 
2. UZI and Galil 
3. Beretta AA-70 (SC-70) 
4.CETMEC3 
5. Coll AA-15 series and CAA-15 series 
6. Daewoo K-1, K-2. Max 1, and Max 2. 
7. Fallrique Nalionale FNIFAL, FNILAR and FNC 
8. FAIMAS MAS223 
9. Heckler & Koch HK-91, H-93, HK-94 and PSG-1 
10.MAC10andMAC 11 
11. SKS with detachable magazine 
12. SIG AMT, SIG 500 Series. and SIG PE-57 
13. Springfield Arroofy BM59 and SAR-48 
14. Sterli~ MK-6 and SAA 
15. Steyr AUG 
16. Valme! M62, M71S and M78 
17. Armalite AA-180 Gasbine 
18. Bushmaster Assautt Rifle (anngun) 
19. Caltco M-900 AssauN Carbine 
20. Mandall THE·TAC-1 Cart>ne 
21. Plainfield Madline Company Cart>ne 
22. PJK M-68 Cart>ne 
23. 'Weaver Alm Ntghthawk 

B. All of the followi~ pistols: 
1. UZI 
2. E:lCOm MP-9 and MP-45 
3. MAC 10 and MAC 11 
4. INTRATEC TEC-9 

5. Mitchell Anns Spectre Auto 
6. Slerli~ MK-7 
7. Calico M-900 

C. All of the following shotguns: 
1. Franchi SPAS 12and1AN 12. 
2. Gilbert Equipment Company Slliker 12 and 

SWD Street SWeeper 
3. Enoom CM-55 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE 

Foreign and Domestic. Over 
l 70 countries available. 
Topographic. Air charts. Sea 
charts. Old maps. Military 
and Travel maps Anywhere 
in tl1e world. 

AERIAL PHOTOS 
Entire USA. black and 
white and color infared. 
4 sizes to choose from. 
high and low altitude. as 
low as s 15.00 

SATELLITE PHOTOS 
Color and color infared. 
black and white. from 
s 15.00. Anyvvhere in 
the world. 

can or write for free catafog. 
WORLD IMAGE 
6348 W. 95th St. Suite- I 04S 
Oak Lawn, IL 60453 
(708) 233·0208 
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OWN A MACHINE SHOP 
Do your own machining and shop work with a 

Smithy 3-in-1 Lathe• Mill• Drill 

FIX IT YOURSELF! 
Easy to use! 

Save Money! 
Save Time! 

,As low as $995 

_ [s~J 
For FREE Fact 1 

Call: 
1-800-345-6342 

or write: 
Smithy Dept. SF 
Lathe • Mill • Drill 

3023 E. 2nd Street 
(Ask for operator ) The Dalles. OR 97058 

LEGIOllAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 
11295 

ACld $1.05 Hndl. 

Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath­
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal booUbelt clip. Money Back 
Guarant-1 If Not Fu/Iv Satisfied/I 

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT BK-11-SF 
156 Post .<wenue, Westbury. New Yori< 11590 

PRIVATE 
INTELLIGENCE 

SECRETS 
by James L. Drake 

Tricks of the trade complied by over 100 
lntell/gence agents! Inside Information 

usualiy only known to detectives. 
INCLUDES HOW TO: 
Detect a Two-Way Mirror, 
Protect Your Privacy, 
Find Out Any Peraon'• 
Bank Balance, Find MIMlng 
Peraona, Get A Non­
traceable Credit Card From 
Switzerland, Skip-Tracing, 
Auto Tailing, Spot Lying Geatures, 
Conduct Surveillance, Read Burned Documents 
Thlll Have Turned to Aah, Low Profile Living, 
Stop Paper Tralla, Perform Handwriting 
Analyala, and Much More - GET AN EYEFULI 
Large B1h x 11format,112 pp., illus., quality softcover. 
$16.95 plus $2.50 P & H. (First-Clue Mall $5.00) 
Cat•log of Oft·BNt Booka 11.00. (Catalog Free With Order) 

Sold for informational purposes only. 

Money-Back Guarantee If Not Dellghted. 
ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 

Alpha Publications 
P.O. Box 308-H •Sharon Center, OH 44274 

Please send me __ coples of Private 
Intelligence Secrets at $16.95 each, 
plus $2.50 P & H, 1st Class $5.00. 

Ohio ReoJdenta odd 5V."" Solff tu 

Visa/MasterCard Welcome 
FAX (216) 239-1392 

Name ____________ ~ 

Addreaa, ____________ _ 
Clty ________ Stale_.Zlp __ _ 

j 
I 

Developthebodyyou'vealwaysdreamedofhaving. 
Add inches to your chest, arms, and thighs. Sculpt 
your stomach, buttocks, and calves. The Body 
Sculptor tones muscles, and relieves stress and 
tens10n. Adjustable electrical impulses work your 
muscles more effectively than regular exercise. 
It's medically proven, effortless and safe! 
u~e ital home, in the office, travelling, even while 
reading or watching T. V. Resu I ts guaranteed in 30 
days or your money back! 
• 30-Day Guarantee 
• 2 Year Warranty 
•AC Wall Adaptable 
•Fully Adjustable 
• Com.pie le I nstruciions 
•Makes a Creal Gift 
•Shop & Compare 
BODY SCULPTOR 1004: BODY SCULPTOR 179: 

Fully adjustable Fully adjustable 
6-Pad unit w/ wall adapter 12-Pad unit w/ wall adapter 

ONLY $220 ONLY $425 
•Please include $10 for shipping & handling• 

• Foreigi1 orders add US$20.00 • 
CALL NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVE RY 

1-800-428-7825 EXT. 33 
_ ....2..r l:!!d .!.Sh~/Mon~O~ ~ _ 

David Steele Enterprises, Inc. SF1192 
64 Lehigh Aisle, Suite 100, lnfoe, CA 92715 

Sculptor 1004 (Qty): __ Sculptor 179 (Qty): __ 
D Check Enclosed O Morey Order Enclosed 

0 Visa/MC# Exp.--
Namc ______________ ~I 

Address--------------! 
CitY---------Statc-ZiP--­

Si aturc 

WARSAW PACT 
MILITARY BINOCULAR 

EDF 7x40 -manufactured by Carl Zeiss-Jena 
Thought to be the finest roof prism binocular 
ever made . Current issue throughout 
eastern bloc; never before offered to civilian 
market. Astounding optical clarity and 
brightness. Includes rangefinder reticle with 
tritium illuminator, infrared night vision filter, 
rubber armor, complete weatherproofing. 
Built to extremely rigorous military specs. 
Each piece new in the box with English 
instructions and individual serial number. 
Lifet ime warranty and money back 
guarantee if not satisfied. 
Exceptional price of $499 includes all 
shipping, handling. CA residents add 
7.75% sales tax. To order, fax M/C or Visa 
# to Sunset Cliffs Merchandising Corp., (fax 
#619-692-8199) or call 1-800-225-9407 for 
more info. Quantities are extremely 
limited; 2 pcs per customer please. 
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'INTERNATIONAL COMBAT TRAINING 

COURSES: 
* Commando * Counter Terrorism 
* Airborne * Raid/Rescue 
* Executive Protection (Bodyguard) 
* Estate/Yacht/ Aircraft Security 

FIREARMS TRAINING 
* Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns (All Levels) 
* Machineguns/Suppressors 

At Your Command 

., 

Take charge with U.S. Cavalry's high-quality 
military, outdoor and adventure merchandise. ' 

1 Over 100 full-color pages including official mili- 1 
tary uniforms, knives, survival and camping 
gear, working collectable firearms, target practice 1 

1 aids, personal protection devices, binoculars, 1 
and much more. For a catalog, send your name, 
address and $3.00 to:. 
Name:-------------~ 

1 Address: ------------­
City:~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
State: _______ Zip: ______ _ 

WOllLD'S FlllEST MIUTAllY AllD AD llE/llf'f1JllE EOUl,.,E#T 

I DEPT SF I 

L 2~55_ Ce!1te!1n~I ~ve;,,, Ra~cl!!f. ~y ~()1!l0:.~ .J 
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Elite Forces Combat Dagger 
·rile ul1ia111e suppressed we1pon for Men of Action· 

Onll S 19 95 
add 3 05 sh1pp1ng 

Comhal proven dc.:1ign, a 
powcrrull righLiog tni fc . I\ 513~ 

overall length . with a 4 - 511'~ double 
edged. razor sharp bl ade Sure grip handle 

wi th lanyard hole . Genuine leather boot/belt 
sheath with lightning fut thumb snap . filadc 
is 440 nainlcss , available in polished or new 
Commando blact Teflon coated (specify) 
Money ll1cl Guirantee ii not Fully S6tisfied !.I 

Granite State Ordnaru:e Dept. SF- I 
i3 Brookhaven Road, Kingston, N.H. 03848 

1911A1 
10mm ••• 
Auto-Ordnance 

All BDU's $28.95 each piece 
100% Cotton Rip Stop: Navy Blue, 
Black, Grey, Olive Drab, Tiger Stripe, 
White, Woodland Camo and 3-Color 
Desert Camo. 50/50 Fabric: Urban 
Camo (with White) Subdued Urban 
Camo (No White), Black, Navy Blue, 
Woodland Camo 50/50 $26.95 ea. pc.) 
XXL add $5.00; XXXL add $7.00 

• Olive Drab Jungle Fatigues (Slanl Pocket) .............. $28.95 
·Two Pocket Tuck·ln BDV Shirt .................................. $28.95 
• Anorack/Pullover Parka (Woodland Garno, Tiger 
Stripe, Olive Green, Black, Navy and Khak) ... ........ $34.95 

• Hi· Tee Super Magnum boot ... ................................... $68.95 
• Hi·Tec All Leather Super Magnum boot ................... $78.95 
•Desert Storm Boot (Tan), Official Issue .................... $54.95 
• Rough·Out Salari Boot (Tan) ................................... . $32.95 
• Speedlace Jungle Boot (Black) Official Issue .......... $59.95 
• Gomercial Jungle Boot (Black, Olive Green 

and Woodland Garno) ................... $28.95 
• Assault Entry/Rappelling Glove (Gen. Leather) 
Fingerless $24.95 /Full.Finger ................................. $29.95 

• Rubber Palmed Shooting glove (Gen. Leather) 
Fingertess $24.95 / Full·Finger ................................. $29.95 

•Gerber Patriot Kn~e ...................................... .. ...... $97.95 

Call Of write IOI FREE Catalog. Mail proper amount plus $4.95 
(double for Canada) (TN residents add 7.75% sales tax) for 
shipping hand handling to: 
GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC., ••IE 7215 Kjngslon Pille, Oepl, SF, Knoxvil1e, TN 37919 -ORDER TOU. 

FREE 1-«J0.52H!ITTinTN (615)588-~ 
Satistaction Guaranteed or Your Money Bacil: 

l?®ill O~®OffiW !I@~~g 

s9Ui11~11 
f)I? l?()ll'l'IJNI~ 

, Magazine Introduces 

The First Tennis Shoe Tough Enough 
To Carry Its Logo! 

By the time you read this, SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE Footwear. Franklin, TN, is 
delivering the first in a line of footwear that 
are truly shoes for professional adventurers. 
SOF-2 combines light weight with heavy duty 
toughness at a reasonable price of only $50. 
Sizes61/2-11,12&13. 

1 Send Check or Money Order To: I 
SOF Footwear PO Box 10, Franklin, TN 37065--0010 

I Attn: Barbara Smith I 

I CARD # Exp. date I 

D MasterCard 0 VISA 

NAME __ ~~-~-----~ 

ADDRESS_~~~~~~~~~ 

CITY------------­

STATE ZIP 
I Order will -be-sh-ip_ped_U_P_S __ T_N_r_e-sid-e-nt-sad_d_8 __ 3/4_%_tax.1 

----------------

Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 

COMPLETE PRIVACY! 
• Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
• Become "Invisible" to Investigators 
• Stop Generating Financial Records 
• Communications Privacy . . Phone, Mail 
• How to Stay Out of Government Files 
• Begin Eliminating Negative Records 
• How·to Create Helpful New Records 
• Generating Quick Cash Income 
• Hiding Your Assets • Privacy Afloat 
• Banking Alternatives • "Low Profile" 
• Privacy from Taxes • Nomadic Living 
• Multiple Addresses 
• Hideouts, Deep Cover 
• How to "Disappear" 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT - and MORE! 
Visa/MC: 800-338-8484 

ONLY $18.95 

.. ------ I I EDEN PRESS I I 1623 Slater "C". Box B410·AP Fountain Valley. CA 92728 I 
I Your {O Regular P&H, $3.00 (Please add I 

Choice 0 FIRST CLASS,$6.00 to order.) 
I (California residents please add 7.750/o sales tax.) I 
I 0 Send latest Book Catalog - FREE. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I City I 
I State Zip I 

.. ____________ .. 
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DUKE'S ARMY 
SURPLUS, INC. 

Quality and Savings 

Your Headquarters For A Complete 
Selection Of Genuine Military 

Equipment And Supplies 

FREE CATALOG 
1015-124 Atlantic Blvd. 

Atlantic Beach, Florida 32233 
(904) 390-6531 

li------n I iilJ ! W!\IJ L•JI 
MACHINE GUN ~ 

I OWNER'S MANUALS I 
DESCRIPTION, SPECS., FUNCTIONING, 
DISASSEMBLY/ASSEMBLY, CLEANING, REPAIR 

& MAINTENANCE, STOPPAGES & IMMEDIATE ACTION, ... 

I 
AND MORE, ILLUSTRATED, COMPLETE AND AUTHENTIC. HK I 
G3 (HK91) 54 PGS. $12.00, HK33 (HK93) 52 PAGES $12.00, UZI 
47 PGS. $9.00, MAC 10 35 PGS. $9.00, MP40 27 PGS. $8.00 
REISING SUBMACHINE GUN, 23 PGS., $6.00, BROWNING MA-
CHINE GUN, CALIBER .30, WATERCOOLED, MODEL OF 1917, 

1

128 PGS., $7.00, HOTCHKISS MACHINE GUN, MODEL OF 1914, I 
8MM, 59 PGS., $7.00, MAXIM AUTOMATIC MACHINEGUN, .30 
CALIBER, MODEL OF 1904, 74 PGS., $7.00, BENET-MERCIE 
MACHINE RIFLE, MODEL OF 1909, .30 CALIBER, 83 PGS., 
$7.00, COLT AUTOMATIC MACHINE GUN, MODEL OF 1895 .30 

I CALIBER, 53 PGS., $7.00, VICKERS MACHINEGUN, .30 CALl-1 
BER, MODEL OF 1915, 70 PGS., $7.00, WALTHER MPK&MPKL 
SUBMACHINE GUN, 9MM, 23 PGS., $7.00, SWEDISH "K", M45, 
M45B, 9MM, 24 PGS., $7.00. SURVIVAL BOOKS, 

L 
11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD., NORTH HOLLYWOOD~ 

CA 91601(818) 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS -- ---

ONLY 

19.95 
NOVEMBER 92 

BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum , 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds "Threat Level 
II-A" tested in accordance with the NILECJ­
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/4 lbs . Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 

Front & Back Protector $200 
Detachable Side Panels $40 

Chest Trauma Plate $35 
Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdzen Prov­
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 Dept. SF 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 

YOUR CHOICE ONLY 
REG. $ 2FOR 
$49.95 29.95 EACH $54.95 

Street Stroller 35" long, 17'' s ta inless steel blade polished to 
a mirror fi nish with brass 0 -r in g locks. Reg. $59.95 now $39.95 

Jungle Ranger The ultim ate outdoorsman1S knife. Stainless 

steelbladc,h~so)brassglt ll ."overall 

Special Forces Dagger Combat 1cs1ed. S1ainless Steel 
blade co mes with Quikill boot/bell leather shca lh. 8 5/8" onrall. 

Send'ctie~r ~ey~er~ $4.00 Shipping to: - -

For faster service, call toll free Eagle Mountain, Inc. 
1-800-367-9599 24hr/da ,. P.O. Box 900 
to order :%E: CD lllllil . Northporl , AL 35476 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 
From time to time, we make our list of 
customers ' names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com­
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 
If you prefer not to receive such mail­
ings, and want your name on our sub­
scriber list only, please write us, en­
closing your mailing label. 
Please address your request to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 

NEVER RUN OUT OF AMMUNITION 
Distinctive Bullet Pen and Pencil Set 

with the SOF logo! 

These distinctive sets are made in Germany from 
actual NATO expended brass shell casings with 

copper bullet tips which use standard ink and .7m 
lead refills, found in any stationery store. 

The Gas Lighter is recharged with a standard 
Butane cartridge. 

These treasures never tarnish and make a great gift 
for those who truly 

"Live by the Gun." 
--------- - --------------------, 

OMEGA GROUP, LTD. 
DEPT 11 /92 P.O. BOX 693, BOULDER, CO 80306 

FAX: (303) 444-5617 OR CALL 1-800-800-7630 
YES! Please send me the following items: 
__ #5018 Bullet Pen & Pencil Set at $19.95 ea. + ($3.00 P&H) 
__ #5019 Bullet Gas Lighter at $19.95 ea. + ($3.00 P&H) 

Subtotal NAME-----------------
S&H TOTAL ADDRESS _______________ _ 

Oversees orders add 40%. 
Colo. residents add 3.7'!1. 
sales tax. Allow 4-6 weeks 
delivery. 

CITY ________ STATE ___ ZIP __ _ 

CHECK ___ VISA ___ MASTERCARD ___ _ 

CARD # EXP.----
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~~~ 
CLASSIFIED 
~~ 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - 2.00 per word per in­
sertion - $40.00 minimum. Al l ads MUST BE PRE­
PAID. Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with 
authorizing signature. a telephone number (for our files) 
and ful l payment. Advertisers ottering information pack­
ets for a fee must send sample of packet (packets will 
not be returned) . Name. address and telephone number 
are to be included in your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O. 
Box 693 = 2 words: B0306 = 1 word . Abbreviat ions such 
as DI . SGT. 20mm. U.S. count as one word each . Hy­
phenated words and lelephone numbers are counled as 
two word;. No personal services ads accepted . We 
reserve the right to refuse. delete or change any copy 
which we determine to be objectionable . Mail classi fied 
ads with payment to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE. Classi­
fied Dept.. P.O. Box 693. Boulder. CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AN D CLASSI­
FIED ADVERTIS ING ARE ADVISED THAT 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES 
NOT VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVER­
TISEMENT AND/OR THE LEGALITY OF EV­
ERY PRODU CT CONTA INED HEREIN. 
SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM 
WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER. HE SHOULD SEEK 
ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL 
INSPECTOR AND ALSO CONTACT OUR AD­
VERTISING DEPARTMENT . SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE DOES NOT INTEND FOR ANY 
PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVERTISED TO 
BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 

NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine 
is a magazine of national and inter­
national distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
re-stricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in your 
state. Purchasers should consult the 
local law enforcement authorities in 
their area. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
DEADLINES FOR ALL CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING 
'93 Issues Deadline 
January ................ ...... .. Sep. 17 
Febuary ............ ........... Oct. 22 
March .. .. ................ ..... . Nov. 19 
April ........................... . Dec. 1 7 
May .............................. Jan.21 
June .............. .. .. ......... . Feb. 18 
July ........ .... .... .... .......... Mar. 18 
August ......................... Apr. 22 
September ..... ..... ......... May 20 
October .............. .. ........ Jun. 17 
November ................ .... .. Jul. 22 
December .. .. ....... .. .. ..... Aug. 19 

Classified Dept. 
P.O. Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306-0693 
Classified Ads Cannot Be 
Taken Over Telephone 

APPAREL 
FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE! From Austria. Germany. 
France. Rhodesia . Swiss .. Russia .+ many more! Send 
$1 .00 for catalog . WWM. 13017 Wisteria Or. #331SF, 
Germantown. MD 20874 (181) 

78 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

NAZI GENERALS CAP 
Slate .... S.M. DI Lg. Size • $88.00 
Shoutder Boards •..... Set • 31.00 
Collar Tabs . . . . . . . . Set • 18.00 
Complete, . . . Knights cross • 21 .00 

The Complete Set IN STOCK 
ell• • $137.00 We pay postage 
Catalog • $5.00 Free with Ordtlf 

TUNDRA 
SHEPHERDS 

Perfect Night Vision , 1 ,000 lbs. Jaw Pres­
sure , 1 ,000 lbs. Knockdown power, Ul­

tra Keen Perception. The Ultimate Sentry 
& Loyal Companion. Top Quality Ger­
mon Shepherd Import Bloodlines. A las­
kan Tundra Wolf - World ' s Largest Strain. 
Solid blocks for Invisible Night Duty. 
Guarantee. USDA licensed & inspected. 

Worldwide Shipp ing; Pups or Adu lts . 
Information $3. VISA/MC accepted. 

WKE Ltd. 
Rt.1Box94 

Chebanse, IL 60922 
(815) 697-2678 

HGIMtNmL INSIGNIA & WtRIONIV 
• SAS • RAF • ILACK WATCH 

(i ~ • PARA • RM • CAMERONS 
l) II • RSDG •RN •GUARDS .tc. 

Import Catalog $5.00 

lllTISH RtGftLlft IMPORTS 
Dspartm•nt-6 

P.O. lox 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 

WORLDWIDE MILITARIA & CAMOUFLAGE. America's 
Largest Supplier of International camouflage for the pro· 
fessional and collectors. New 16 page catalog of Cam­
ouflage & Gear from around the world $1.00: A.HA. 
Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221 (181 ) 

SPECIAL OPS TIGERSTRIPE CAMO. Authentic Viet­
nam(Thai pattern tigerstripe suils $72 .00, matching 
Boonie Hats $16.00: l.M.S .. Box 21606. Denver. CO 
80221 (181) 

BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 
WANTED: MEN OF ACTION! True Crime. pirating. in­
vest igation. hunting/trapping. outdoor cooking. wilder· 
ness skills. survival and police science book catalog · 
$1.00 Gaddis Publishing . Box 411476-SOF. Los Ange­
les, CA. 90041. (183) 

SUPPORT 
SOF 

ADVERTISERS 

MILITARY WATCHES 
SWISS QUARTZ MOVEMENT 
STAINLESS STELL CASE & 
BACK 12/ 24 HOURS MARK · 
INGS & SHOCK PROOF 
WATER RESISTANT UP TO 50~ 
WATER RESISTANT BAND 
FREE NYLON BAND 
WORLDWIDE WARR ANTY 

SPECIAL 
OFFER 

$69.95P.P. 
WE ACCE PT 
VISA/MC/AM~X 
MO/ DRAFT 
Cato log $2. 00 
FREE W/ ORDER 

S.O.F SUPPLY COMPANY 
G.P.O. BOX 3608 HONG KONG 

Deulet Inquires Welcome 

ORDER NOW FREE- FAX: 1-800-676-5457 

BOUNTY HUNTERS WANTED 
Natlon·wlde need for Ball Bond lnvestlptors. 
Over 3,700 Ball Bond agencies are experiencing a 
greater number of bond skips. Get your loot in the door 
as a Bail Bond Investigator. Message tells how! 
Have pen and paper ready. Call 1·900·988-9808, ext. 228. 
($21mm./5 minute call) Off duty mllltary welcome! 

MEN OF ACTION AND ADVENTURE - Paladin Press 
has been described as "the most dangerous press in 
America . ~ Millions of satisfied readers disagree. Outra· 
geous and controversial books and videos on fi rearms. 
exotic weaponry. unconventional warfare. espionage and 
invest igation. personal revenge. privacy. action careers 
and more• To order our 50-page catalog send $1 to: 
Paladin Press. Box 1307-2GOT. Boulder. Colorado 
80306. (303) 443-7250. (182) 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE - 1992 EDITION 
NOW IN SOFT COVER -The Most Devastating Manual 
Ever Published' Over 1000 Entries. Completely Cross­
Referenced . It would take 15 books to Equal the Infor­
mation Jam-Packed in this Giant 8 1/2 X 11 Volume. 
$19.95 plus $3 .50 shipping/handling to Anchor Publish­
ing. P.O. Box 2630-D. Landover Hills. MD 20784. Visa/ 
Mastercard Orders Call 24 hours. (800) 448-6280. (181 ) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination. research ma­
terials . Videocassettes. photographs. literatu re. Zapruder 
film . Catalogue: $3 . Collector's Archives : Box 2 
Beaconsfield . Quebec. H9W 5T6. (189) 

SOLDIERS ON SKIS: A Pictorial Memoir of the 10th 
Mountain Division · Vivid personal accounts. including 
a foreword by 10th veteran Sen. Bob Dole. and an 
outstanding collection of rare photos breathe life into 
the memories and pay tribute to the heroes who fought 
and died in WWII. 11 x 8 1/2. hardcover. photos. illus .. 
244 pp. Send $54 .00 ppd to: Pa ladin Press . P.O. Box 
1307 -2JOK. Boulder. CO 80306. (303)443-7250. (182) 

YOUR UNOFFICIAL GUIDE TO the Class 3 world' Call 
for a free sample of Machine Gun News. (501) 623-
4951 (181) 

FOURTH REICH! GERMAN ARMIES march into Ameri­
can cities. Read .. Germany In Prophecy··. $3 : Jericho 
Productions. P.O. Box 891285. Houston. TX 77829-
1285 SOF (182) 

PROPHECY NEWSLETTER. For God fearing gun own­
ers. Sample $3. 1yr. $30: Jericho Productions. P.O. 
Box 891285. Houston. TX 77289-1285SF (182) 

__ , 
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Pl 
P 8 Ribbons are black nylon with white 

silkscreened graphics and lettering. Q 8 Display indoors or outdoors around 
trees, mailboxes, lightposts and more. R Q 2" x 82" = $7.00 ea. 

3/4" x 24" = $7.00 for 3 

T N __ -_q_u_a_n_ti_ty_d_i_s_c_o_u_n_ts_a_v_a_i_la_b_le_-_ 

NEVER FORGOTl'EN 

S P.O. Box 328 
Algonquin, IL 60102-0328 

T CROSS POUCf Ullf 00 llTT CROSS flUf l/1£ al i j 
~ REMEMBER L.A. RIOTS ONT. V .... 
~ Oon·t let your private property go public . ~ · 
ij Police your own. with all weather 3 inch wide yellow police 
8 barricade tape. Goes up in minutes and oould save you a c: 
~ f0<1une. t 00 feet piece of protection for just a $20.00 bill. Got I!:; 
~ a BIG place? t .000 feet= S?0.00. (We pay shipping costs). 8 
= l•D•E Box 2063(<) St Louis. MO 63158 !!! 
a.. SSO/IJ 11M 00 311n 33nOJ SSOHJ .11* 00 3Nn Ilt1lld ~ 

HOW TO CONFIOENTIALL Y LISTEN TO PEOPLE'S 
SECRETS and earn up to S4.000 per week' Complete 
operations manual. $6.95 plus $3.00 s/h to: l.T.G .. Dept. 
1102. 366 Crestway. Brunswick. OH 44212 (181) 

MOST OANGEROUS OATABASE AVAILABLE! Every 
intelligence agency has theirs. Now it's YOUR turn ... Any 
IBM PC (compatible) gives you fast easy access to: 
Explosives. Incendiaries. Poisons. Weaponry. Computer 
Espionage. Unconventional Warfare and more' NO SOF 
should be without one. Fight terrorism by understanding 
its techniques. $200.00 elsewhere. For limited time. 
control your destiny for $39.95 ppd (check/mo): Joseph 
Schneider. 1958 Sunset Cliffs. #309. San Diego. CA 
92107. Specify 3.5/5.25 discs (183) 

SCREW THE BITCH: DIVORCE TACTICS FOR MEN. 
186 pgs .. $21.95. Send check/mo to: Data Technical 
Systems. 3280 Sunrise Highway. Suite 286. Wantagh. 
NY 11793 (181) 

UNARMED COMBAT. Illustrated book. Best self-de· 
tense tactics. Get tough' $12 postpaid: Libra Enter­
prises. 486 Molima. San Francisco. CA 94127 (181) 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or exist­
ing small business. Grants/loans lo $500.000. Free re· 
corded message: 1-707-449-8600. (KW5) (182) 

EARN CASH OAILY. FREE OETAILS. Send self-ad· 
dressed stamped envelope: Bradley Anderson. 12841 
Hawthorne Blvd. #14. Hawthorne. CA 90250 (181) 

COLLECTORS 
WWlt RELICS! Cheaper than certain ··well-known" rel­
ics dealers' We beat their prices for flags. daggers. 
medals. helmets. Catalog $5. (refundable). Telephone 
(612) 689· 1146. Militaria. Box 261-D. Cambridge. MN 
55008. (1 82) 

UNITEO NATIONS PEACEKEEPERS BERETS, 
Unissued sky blue beret with enamelled U.N. badge 
S30.00: A H.A.. Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221 (181) 

WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia. flags. medals. 
uniforms. T-shirts. posters. camouflage. World's big­
gest catalog. $3.00. Krupper. Box 177SF. Syracuse. NY 
13208 (190) 

RHODESIAN ANO SOUTH AFRICAN BAOGES. Med· 
als and uniforms for sale. For a list send $1 to Ka plans, 
Box 890638. Lyndhurst 2106 South Africa. (183) 
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UNUSUAL BOOKS 
MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 

100 s of Titles to Choose' 
CREDIT • EMPLOYMENT • EXOTIC WEAPONRY • MARTIAL 
ARTS • PRIVACY • NEW IDENTITY • DISQUfSES 
• SURVEILLANCE • FIREWORKS and Much, Much Morel 

Best Prices and Selection. Money Back Guarantee. 
Catalog . . . $1.00 

ALPHA PUBLICATIONS 
PO Box 308-M Sharon Center, OH 44274 

EXPERIENCE 

MILITARY SPEC. STITCHING AND MATERIALS ~ 
MONEY BACK GUARANTEE: CALL 1-800-392-0404 

ADVENTURE TECHNOLOGIES GREEN BAY, Wt 54305-2031 P.0.BOX 22031 

SHOCKING MRNURLS!I 
Survival Elactronica, Computers, Security, Weaponry, Rock­
etry, Phones, Energy, Financial, Medical. 100+ offers include 
Special Projects and Technical Aeae·arch Services, and hard­
ware. Confident iality Guaranleedl Send $4 for new Combined 
Col alog. By John Will iams, former Senior Engineer (Lockheed), Professor 
ot Computer Science (NMSU). As seen on CBS "60 Minutes." Since 1971. 

consumE.R. TR. orncs 
2011 CRESCENT DR., P.O. DRAWER 537 

ALAMOGORDO. NM 88310 SOS ·434-0234 

1'1•111•1~1~€•1!•Hl lliMirl•!•:eJ®1 
Reproduce your Dog Tag in 14KT Yellow or 
While Gold for 5189.95. Sterling Silver 
$65.00. Mail us your Tag and rt will be 
returned with the new Tag in about 3 weeks. 
using U.S. mail service. insured. If original is 
los1, please call for info. Send . AMR TRADING 
cneck. money order or charge rt. 36 W. 47TH. ST. 

20Yrs.Expeneoce EEJa£lTe1: 1.110-so1.as54 NYC. NY J00.16 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTOR? AUSTRALIA'S own 
pattern combat uniforms now available. SHIRT $45, 
PANTS $45. FULL SUIT $85, Sizes S.M.L.XL. Send 
U.S. funds: Troop Issue Mil itary. P.O . Box 872 . 
Archerfield Old. Australia (1 81) 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE, Last 
chance to purchase! Current F· 1 Lizard Carne suits. 
New $72.00. F-1 Garno caps $16.00: l.M.S .. Box 21606. 
Denver. CO 80221 (181) 

EDUCATION TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 19,278 top­
ics available' 306-page catalog-rush 52. Research. 
11322 Idaho. #206EX. Los Angeles. CA 90025. TOLL· 
FREE HOTLINE: 1-800-351-0222 (California: (310) 477· 
8226). (188) 

EMPLOYMENT 
OVERSEAS. STATESIOE. $100·$1 .000 daily. Now hir­
ing. FREE list. ZINCS 117. Box 585. Oearborn. Ml 48120 
(183) 

OFFSHORE JOBS! NOW HIRING! All Skills! USA/ 
Overseas' $28.000·595.000! Work month/home month' 
Free details' Offshore. Box 4478-10. Biloxi. MS 39531 
(181 ) 

ACCREOITEO OEGREES - Police Science. Security. 
Business Administration. etc. through correspondence 
- Catalog· U.S.·54 00. Foreign-56.00 (American cur­
rency) - St. John"s University 3~9~6SF. University 
Circle. Springfield. Louisoana 70462-91008. (184) 

FLORIOA NEEOS FIREFIGHTERS. EMT. POLICE. 
other governmental workers-trainees. Extensive listings: 
city. county. stale. fed. hiring departments. Send SASE-
55: Dept. S. Box 1425. Winterhaven. FL 33880 (181) 

SPECIAL AGENT . FEOERAL POLICE. Investigator 
and Security Specialist careers with the U.S. govern· 
ment. Guide gives descriptions. salary. entrance re­
quirements and more. VETS may get preference in hir­
ing. $7.95 to: BKG. P.O. Box 1220. New Haven. CT 
06510 (181) 

SECURITY EMPLOYMENT IN THE CARIBBEAN · 
Send 55 00 for the information-packed guide to: Smith 
Publications. P.O. Box 4992. Sevierville. TN 37862 (1 81) 

FUU.. SIZE US MEDALS . SKJU.. BADGES 
· UN AND RVN MEDALS . DISPlA Y CASES 
· MINIATURE MEDALS • MANUALS ON 
· OFFICAL RJ880NS CLAIMING MEDALS 
· RANK BADGES. PATCHES .... All GUARANTEED f 

SEND $2.00 TODAY FORAU.. NEW COLOR CATALOG I 

MEDALS OF AMERICA 
192952 FAIRVIEW ROAD 

FOUNTAIN INN ,S.C. 29644 

• Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
self reliance can lead you to an exdt· 
ing career opportunity. Solve myster-­
ies, bring criminals to justice, prot-d 
the innocent. Experts guide you every 
!¢.ep vf the way. Men and women 
needed to work in challenging situ&· :::=, )\1tions, withstanding hardshipe, 

...,._., ui make on the spot decisione. 
. ......... -. Learn the latest investiga· 

~"ll:;,..'*;" tive techniques using specill 
_ ,...._., law enforcement equipment 

.... . . . the same equipment 
- by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

~--·1 Cllllf.Dql. o/hMlt:llUllWt. 

THE ROUSE SCHOOi. of Special Delll:tlve Tnining 
•1 DEPT SG211 PO BOX 25750, Santa Ana CA S2799 1

1 ___ .. _·c.-~-..,,,-
1 ._, 
,..... I 
'~-----------;.I 

AUCTION INFORMATION 
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE 

• Demilitarized Defense Material 
• Clothing to Hardware, for information 
packet send $5.00 to: Precision Concepts 
P.O. Box 152477 Tampa, FL 33684 

r------------, AMERICA'S NO. I HOME STUDY PROGRAM: 

Be a paralegal! 
The paralegal field will 

grow faster than any other 
in the 90s, according to 
the Dept. of Labor. Train 
now for a great career 
working with attorneys. 

Free career book: !"if· 
800-223-4542 l ::·e: ·· 
Name.~---------------
Address ______________ _ 

City State __ Zip ____ _ 

School of Paralegal Studies, Dept. LMl 71 

L2245 Perimeter Pk .. Atlanta. Georgia 30341 J ------------
FIREARMS & ACCESSORIES 

REPLICA GUN CONVERSIONS - How to convert the 
non-firing replica guns into workable and firing weap­
ons. New booklet reveals proven method. Send 512.50 
lo Creative Concepts . 931 S. Roselle Rd .. Dept. 
202(SOF). Schaumburg. IL 60193 (1 81 ) 
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SECURITY CAP ~ 
All fabric black cap with embroidered 
silver eagle shield insignia. Only S 12 . 95 
post paid. Deluxe commander's cap. All 
white fabric with gold embroidery and 
scrambled eggs an visor. Only S 13. 95 
post paid . CA residents odd 7 .25% soles tax. 
Centurion Produds Co. 15 N Euclid Ave #206, 
Pasadena, CA 91101 

Electronic Bug $24.95 
As you can see, the FM-EAR is small. But it 
can pick up eNery whisper in a room and 
transmit it up to two blocks away to your FM 
radio. Sound quality is excellent! It's easy to 
use. just snap it on a 9 volt battery and hide itl 
Notice: Thie device Is onty to be used In 
conformity wtth Federal, State and Local 
laws! The FM-EAR is intended for security 
use only, such as listening for suspicious 
sounds in your garage or RV. 

GUARANTEE: ff you're not completety satisfied wtth the 
FM.EAR, just send It ~k ~ d~fo!.!,!!'ll~n«!!.._ 

Fast r (To order) 

1 
O Send a $24.95 check or moneyorder to: 

I Jaymea Electronic Mfg. 
Day 1269 Broadway 

Delivery Suite 196, Dept. c1 
El Cajon , CA 92021 

SURVEILLANCE 
COUNTERMEASURES Electronic Devices 

MiniaUe Transmitter Kits •. $29.95 & up Voice Changers, 
Vehicle Tracking, Touch Tone Decoders, Phone Scramblers, 

Phone Recording Systems, Bug & Phone Tap Detectors! 

German 1942 Mlg. ORIGINALsafll&m.stgoggles. 
slijl in !heir pocket poudt 

an Ole. caps z- REPLICA Slate S-M· or 
Lg. Size. Both - Only $39.00 

We pay poslage. Our 250 page l~ly ilustratod 
caratoo $5 00 (FREE wilh order) 
Wthi;fltltltUliii;LJl\JjUitl# 

St. Loul•, 110 83158 

TOOLS & TOYS FOR THE PROFESSIONAL - Discount 
Cat. $2.00 . Cold Steel : SRK $46.00. Recon Tanto 
$56.50 . SOG : Govt. Recon $58.00. Desert Dagger 
$71 .00. Spyderco: Rescue $35.00. Police $70.00. MO 
only • $4.00 s&h to: PJB. Box 763. Dept SOF. New 
Monmouth. NJ 07748 (181) 

FOR SALE 
DOGTAGS! TWO TAGS w/chains. your •nlormation im­
printed (5 lines. 14 spaces). $12.00 to: JBW. 1108 S. 
Moody Avenue. #S. Tampa. FL 33629-4725 (181) 

GOVERNMENT LAND now available lor claim (includ­
ing agricultural) . Up to 160 acres/person. Free recorded 
message: (707) 448-1887. (4KW5) (181) 
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TRUE 
CHALLENGE 

• • • 
TRUE GRIT 

JUNGLE SURVIVAL &. 
LEADERSHIP COURSE 

Conducted in the Heart of the Amazon River 
tropical forest. All trainjng under direct super· 
vision of former S.F. Sgt/Major and an Amazon 
River Captain, with some 37 years of jungle 
experience world-wide. The Amazon Jungle 
Indians are yo ur principal instructors . 
learn your survival sk ill s direct from these Forest 
People. See, and live in the grandeur of the 
Amazon Tropical Jungle. For Information: 

Contact our agents, MARGARITA TOURS, 
a division of Amazon River Expeditions SCRL. 

P.O. Box 2513 • Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33301·2513 
Telephone: (305) 764·8274 • Fax: (305) 463·0050 

FREEDOM COUNTRY 

~ 
20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850. 
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN· 
TEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
·video Available• 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-llOCJ.592·5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

21 o Milwaukee Straet, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge. Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODWM 

SEND $6.9S TO: BUSHPIL.OT 
P.O. BOX 541384 
DAU.AS, TX 75354-1384 

CATALOG WITH PUACliASE - AilUN 4-6 WEEKS 

.. STUN GUNS! 65.000 VT1" $29.95 ea. + $4 .00 s/h. 
Send payment to: Significant Lives. P.O. Box 108. 
Harrisonburg. VA 22801 (182) 

RADAR SET. AN/PPS4A. Sell contained unit weighs 
32 lbs .. operates on 24 vdc and has 8 Km range . $300.00 
Stephen Douglas. (916)688·5647. (182) 

. FREE 
40-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income. Credit 
repair. Home businesses. New identity. College degrees 
by mail. EDEN PRESS. Box 8410-SR. Fountain Valley. 
CA 92728. Call (800) 338-8484 . (186) 

FREE CATALOGUE · 5.000 + military/governmenVcol­
lege/NFUNational Guard insignias/logos placed on cus­
tom-made certificates. diplomas. awards. CouchPotato 
Publishing. 8642 Centre. Largo, FL 34647-1239 (181) 

FREE: Reloading equipment catalog and shooter's 
newspaper. Informative, exciting, controversial and 
FREE. from Dillon Precision Products. Call 1-800·421 • 
7632 or write: Dillon Blue Press. Dept 13. 7442 E. 
Butherus Dr., Scottsdale, AZ. 85260·2415 (181) 

INSTRUCTION 
MILITARY MINDED: DETAILED MISSION ANALYSIS 
and TACTICAL PLANNING GUIDE. $6: GIS. P.O. Box 
282 , Leavenworth, KS 66048 (181) 

r ,;; ; .;.:=e;o;;;,-- - - , 
I your love of animals! I 
I Home study prepares you for great jobs I 

:n animal care/veterinary assistance ... I helps you give your own pet top care, too. I 
School of Animal Science. Dept CM171 I 2245 Perimeler Park· Atlanta. GA 30341 a . I 

LFREE BOOKLET: 800·223·4542 ~ - I 
____________ ... 

BE A PROFESSIONAL SKIPTRACER & 
MISSING PERSON INVESTIGATOR! 

AMERICA'S FASTEST GROWING INVESTI· " 
GATION INDUSTRY! LEARN SKIPTRACING & 
MISS I NG PERSON INVESTIGATIONS. ATC' S IS 
THE NUMBER ONE PROFESSIONAL TRAIN I NG 
PROGRAM; PROFESS I ONAL TECHNIQUE TO 
TRACKDOWN FUG I T I V.ES, SKI PPERS & MIS-
S I NG PERSONS . TH I 5 EXCLUSIVE PROGRAM 
HAS BEEN DESCRIBED BY PROFESSIONAL BOUNTY 
HUNTERS AS THE "1 - 2- 3 HIDEOUT BUSTER". OVE R 
550 PAGES (7 PROF. BOOKS) . INCLUDES COMPLE ­
TE US & CANADA SEARCH REFERENCES (800 PR I ­
VATE & PUBL I C INFO . SOURCES) . CHARTS, 
CHECKLI STS, ONL IN E DAT ABASES . THE B EST 
TRA INING PROGRAM ALL AROUND! ----

DZ ' S OF EXCLUSIVE INVESTIGATION FEATURES . 
STUDY TODAY, ST ART TOMORROW! $50- $100 ,000 
YEAR !! ! START WITH MINIMAL INVESTMENT . PRO­
GRAM COMES WITH "FASTRACK GU I DE TO SUCC ES­
SFUL SK IP TRAC ING" FORMSETS AND MORE!!! 
TR EME NDOUS OPPORT UN I T I ES TODAY "J N TH1S 
FIELD OF THE FUT UR E"!!! . 

,,_.SEND $2.00FOR16 PAGES INFOPACKt 

ATC: PROFESSIONAL TRAINING IN 

TRACKING DOWN FUGITIVES! 

American Tracing Corp. 

* 
289 College Streel, Bur/inglon, VT 05401·8320 
~~~~~~~~~~* 

CONCEALED WEAPON LICENSE. learn the right way 
to apply! FREE details. SASE to: Tom Terry. P.O. Box 
6934. Napa. CA 94581 (183) 

INVESTIGATION CAREER. Quick. easy home study. 
12 lessons. Become a professional. Free information: 
Shaw Investigation (since 1971 ). Call (800) 272·6680 
(181) 

KNIVES & BAYONETS 
THE BEST OF KNIVES AT DISCOUNT PRICES! Free 
Catalog. CJ Enterprises. 7114 Dale Street, Dept SF, 
Pensacola, FL 32503-7249 (181) 

MISCELLANEOUS 
ROYAL COMMENDATION LOST? Professional quality 
replacements suitable for framing . For details write: 
University Press. P.O. Box 8562. Victoria. B.C .. CANADA 
V8W 3S2 (182) 

MEET WOMEN WORLD WIDE Free 32 pg photo cata­
log. America·s most respected correspondence club 
since 1974. Cherry Blossoms. 190FT Rainbow Ridge. 
Kapaau. HI 96755 808-961-2114 (185) 

ORIENTAL LADIES WANT HUSBANDS. Overseas cor­
respondence. The ladies you can't meet in bars. Intro­
ductions. 242 1 Pratt #230sf, Chicago. IL 60645. (181) 

MILITARY MEDALS CATALOGUE $1 .00. Ten issues 
$8.00. Vernon. Box 890280SF.Temecula. CA 92589-
0280 (184) 

EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS. ENAMELED PINS Your 
design. free booklet. A.T. Patch Co .. Dept. 133. Littleton. 
NH 03561 . (603) 444-3423. (Fax: 603-444-2371 ). (182) 

-DANGEROUS ITINERARY- Traveling to the Third 
World? Operating in Marine environment? Exposed to 
infectious diseases? Be prepared with Marine medical 
systems from fieldpacks to polymer cases. our selected 
prescription medications are second to none. 1 ·800-
272-3008. Professional Pharmacy in CT 1-203-866-3372. 
A military pharmacist's consultation is timeworthy. (189) 

TRIANGLE FORT. MEKONG DELTA. VIETNAM: 10 X 
14 color photo suitable for framing - $11 .95. Brochure 
$1 (forts. towns. countryside. helicopters). Tim Kerr. 
P.O. Box 9342, Seattle WA 98109 (181) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2.00 lor police catalog. S­
PEC Dept. SF192. Box 7638. Sunnymead. California 
92552 . (187) 

UNITED STATES SPECIAL FIELD FORCES: Govern­
ment chartered . Needs leaders as volunteer officers, in 
home town . Courageous. self-reliant. 18 or older. $2. 
Brings information. applications for commissions. Write: 
General : Box 432. Camp Bradley M.B.,FL. 32066. (184) 
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~~~l BUNS! ~~ ~ BODIES!! 
!ULLETS!!! 
~ 19.95 
~usl4.00fur shipping&hondling 

"As a helerosexual gun 
enthusiast, it's a must see ~ 
GGB Champ Joey Scavuse 

"Knockout Women. 
Shooting Knockout Weapons! 
The BEST gun video ever." 
lnt'I Weapons Expert 
Scatty Trost Jr. 

Send check or MIO to: 
Knucklehead Productions 
P.O. Box 291130 
Hollywood, CA 90029 

BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) 
c· . VHS ONLY$39.9S 

By the massed bands of the 
Royal Marines. A spectacular 
rousing performance. 

BRJTISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6 

P.O. Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205 

MEET THAI/ASIAN WOMEN! Seeki ng romance. life 
mates. through correspondence. 200 pholo catalog . Bro­
chure: CAL. P.O. Box 11495 (SOF) Honolulu. Hawaii 
96828 . 808· 734-0099 (181) 

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG OF POLICE AND INVES­
TIGATION EQUIPMENT. $2.00. IPEC, Dept. SF691. 
Box 7638. Moreno, CA 92303 (190) 

ASIAN WOMEN DESIRE CORRESPONDENCE! Over­
seas. sincere. attractive. Free details. photobrochure! 
SUNSHINE INTERNATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE. 
Box 5500-ZH. Kailua-Kona. Hawaii 96745 (808) 325-
7707 (1_8_1l _____________ _ 

R & R FOR SINGLE MEN. Enjoy a playful vacation in 
the Philippines and meet exotic dreamgirls . Big Apple 
Oriental Tours (SOF). 24912 Elkmont Ave .. Bellerose. 
NY 11426 (181) 

WHAT DOES BIG BROTHER KNOW ABOUT YOU? 
Request your Federal records . Basic package ($25): 
FBI. NSA. Justice. State Departments . Extended ($45): 
Basic plus IRS. CIA. DEA. Secret Service. DoD. Send 
name. address. birthdate. SSN. check: BLUETREE. Box 
4177-SF. Mountain View. CA 94040 (182) 

SECRET SCANNER FREQUENCIES! Federal. military. 
cellular. police. etc. Scanner/CB Modification books. 
Big Free Catalog' CRB. Box 56-F. Cammack. NY 11725 
(183) 

TEENAGE ASIAN GIRLS DESIRE MEN OVER 40! In­
troductions. Marriages. Videos. Tours. Ruyale. Box 957-
SF. Deertield Beach. FL 33443-0957 (305) 783-7885 
(181) 

OPTICS . · -
NIGHT VISION. Russian made. original packing $550. 
Laser attachment $450. Info $10 refundable. Limited 
quantity. PANOS. P.O. Box 19063. Athens 11710, 
Greece (1 82) 

. ' . 
· O~GANIZATIONS 

BROTHERHOOD OF UNDERCOVER INVESTIGATORS 
Membership now open to private secu rity officers. ex­
military. & concerned citizens (adults only) . One year 
membership includes 6 issue Newsletter, 10 card, Mem­
bers-only Merchandise Catalog. Confidentiality assured. 
Send $25 .00 chk/mo to: BUCI. PO Box 384366S. 
Waikoloa. HI 96738. (181) 
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I BE A LOCKSMITH. 
l Moneymaking Career Opportunity. 
I Send for a FREE Book to the 
I 
I 
i Dept. 
I 

Locksmithing Institute 
604-112 Fairfield, NJ 07004 I 

BIG 

PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATOR 

"Clue" into big profits, excitement, intrigue and adventure 
w ith your own P.I. business! $100,000 a year or more made 
as your own boss! Amazing one-of-a-kind business 
home-study course tells a ll! Train to be part of the fastest 
growing profession in the country. Quickly learn : 

* How to get on the "fast track" to big money 
* All fundamenla ls of private investigation and 

surveillance 
* How to start your own detective agency 
* Where to buy state-of-the-art electronic detection 

equipment 
* How to operate from home, no investment required 
* ID Card & Diploma awarded ! 

Free Information: 

&,OIU.Gl -GI SUPPLY R.D. #10, BOX 10419 - Dept. SOF 
GI ,.--,---:r!T-~~ NEWTON, N.J. 07860 

iss~e f -r-f :\ · U.S. LARGE COMBAT 
l, _.:--., ~ .1. FIELD PACK 

- " ".., "~ WITH FRAME !LC 2 -lllCl PACI! •• ~ .. ~ s11900 
~ .. NC" SPECIAL 

.... ~ .. ~ Original and current GI iss. ue Long R~nge Special 
Mission Model has a total ol 6 outside pockets. 
'D' rings inside the main compartment to shorten 

· pack if not filled to capacity. Our pack is complete 
with GI Frame straps, Kidney Beh, etc. Rip Stop 
O.D. Ny1on l>ill carry 70 lbs. easy. 

Send $3.00 OllDERING INSTRUCTIDllS: Money 011111, personal 

Fo< 200 Hem Callllogl • =~ ifi ~:nd':i;•1: 1~"C! 
ll!r{201)94M260. ~!Intl, Hmll md Puerto Rko add 511 I~ llllppiog. 

Send check or money orde1 plus$-\ 00 Sh1pp1ng & Handling 10· 

ud K World Wide MC or VISA call 

M~~~~=. 5Jl ~;.,e,~ SF 1-800-543-5061 

REMAILING SERVICE . 
CONFIDENTIAL ADDRESS. Mail rece ived here. then 
forwa rded to you worldwide . Voice mailbox. Mailpost. 
2421SOF Pratt. Chicago. IL 60645 (312) 764-0100 (181) 

· SECURITY PRODUCTS 
HOME SECURITY 27 WAYS TO SECURE YOUR 
HOME, send 53 .00 - No Checks. SASE to: Branch. 
P.O. Box 62123. St. Louis Park. MN 55436 (181) 

SURPLUS 
MILITARY SURPLUS & SURVIVAL ITEMS : Large in­
ventory. new and used. Mail $1 . (refundable) for price 
list: Hugh Wade's . 2120 West Reelfoot Ave .. Union 
City. TN 38261-9732. (181) 

Be a DETECTIVE 
AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED 
MEN -WOMEN -
TRAIN AT HOME FOR 
AN EXCITING PART OR 
FULL-TIME CAREER 
AS A PRIVATE DETECTIVE. 
START YOUR OWN AGENCY 
OR WORK FOR OTHERS. 
LEARN ALL THE LATEST 

, TECHNIQUES ,iA·\11 
~-srr,•' - FROM THE ~"/.'.!;;~.,'!.-

, ~ 1 _; EXPERTS. ~ ... Y~.~.~: ... ~ 
EST '~ '1111 ... 1' 
1973 CALL NOW 617-721-4292 

GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 
171C Park Street, Stoneham, MA 02180 

NAME~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

ADDRESS~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

CITY STATE ZIP 

.. 
1500+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

" 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Dealer Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER'S MFG. CO. 
401 SSF PROGRESS Bl VD. 

PERU, ll 61354 

815 223-1159, Ask For Dovid 

Stop being a victim10ne third al all radar-based 

~-
~eeding tickets are wren~ The Radar Jammer's 

ook Book explores al/I e tricks: lhreat detec-
ti on, X- and K-band jamming, radio jamming, con- Jammers voy jamming, cha If, high-speed evasion, 'slealih,' 
passive/active measures to beatlf!olo radar iJilus ~ii meanstodetectandjam LASE SPEEDG NS! 
Profusely illustrated, sprawling 8.5x11 format. $33 
domestic PPD. The most&ollticall~ lncor- Ek.-ctmnic \Varfan! 
rectbookinprinl' Regislry istributing, OOUnion on Che Highway 
Blvd. Sui le 430. Lakewood, CO, 80228. ..... .,__, 

SOLD ONLY TO ENTERTAIN! 

.625 

-BEWARE-
Th• World's Most Poworful Blowguns 

aro DOWN & DIRTY! 
Write or Call For Immediate Inro. 

J.W. McFARLtN COMPANY 
P.O. Box 209, Lake Havasu Ctty, AZ. 86405-0209 

Tel. (602) 855-8095 

MILITARY CLOTHING. FIELD GEAR, BOOTS, flight 
and field jackets. and more. Call (408) 295- 1136 for 
Free catalog. Lee-Jackson Militaria. PO Box 8663 . San 
Jose. CA 95155 . (181) 

CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS FROM 45 COUNTRIES! 
Current listing $1.00: l.M.S., Box 21606. Denver, CO 
80221 (181) 
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U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 
a\ 1940 through Current ~ 

"

Large Catalog, $.3.00 C;i'li 
SAUNDERS 

Box 3133 ·SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 I 

WHERE DO OVER 8000 SUBSCRIBERS 
TURN FOR ARTICLES, ADS & NEWS ABOUT 
MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS & MORE? 
SUBSCRIBE TO. . . ~ 

)llU'l'AllY $ VEllH~l,ES 
MAGAZllE ................................... 

DON'T MISS OUT! 
SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

1 Year (6 Issues) $1 5 • 2 Years (12 Issues) $25 

P.O. Box 1748-L e Union, NJ 07083 
nm MAllUE'l'Pl.ACE 

l;Oll MIU'l'All\' \ 1ElllCl.ES 

****************** 
Outdoor Education & Equipment 

Survival Card Deck 
First aid, campsites, shelters, fire starting, 
signals, water, food, becoming unlost. $6.95. 
Include $1.50 for shipping and handling. 
Send for free catalog of additional products. 

ARK LITE, PO Box 1484, Dept. OG, 
Lake Oswego, OR 97035. 

SURVIVAL 
SURVIVALIST! BUY. SELL. TRADE. Reach Thousands. 
New publication. Super low rates. FREE information : 
Jericho Productions . P.O. Box 891285. Houston. TX 
77289-12855SOF (182) 

CROSS CREEK TRAINING ACADEMY 
IMPORTERS AND TRAINERS 

of ONLY the HIGHF.ST QUALITY 
Belgian Malinols & German Shepherds 

IDEAL FOR 
HOME PROTECTION I POLICE SERVICE 

OR SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
Excellent for the Family with Children 

THE BREEDS OF CHOICE BY ARMIES 
& POLlCE DEPARTMENTS WORLD WIDE 

Tninod md cenlfied or ll.l".Ulined doga avllil.ble. 
We will tu.in a dog for yw.r indiviOO&l occdl. 

P.O. Box 7368, Nonb Augwta, SC29841 
(803)279.8716 • C.Uorwrill:forou:rbrocburc 

.50 CAL. BROWNING BULLET KEYCHAIN 

r- --~!!~ - ~ 
.._./ 't!. t £Z ~· -

SEND $6.95 + $1.00 SHIPPING TO: 
D.T. ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 4543 
W.PALM BEACH, FL 33402 

SEND 1 FOR CATALOG. FREE WITH ORDER. 

URBAN SURVIVAL! Camouflaged homemade "last 
dilch' personal defensive weapons plans . Catalog $1 : 
Sardaukar. Box 38531-S, Germantown. TN 38138 (182) 

TRAINING 
U.S. NAVY SEAL FITNESS PROGRAM. Garn slrength 
and self-confidence. Get in shape using the methods of 
the world's most elite combat unit. Send $10.95 to T-N­
S Ent.. PO Box 5644, Virginia Beach. VA 23455 (185) 

TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 
Record lelephone conversations in your office or 
home Connects between any casselle or tape 
recorder and your t.elephone line. Star1s aulo· 
ma1icalty when phone is answered . Records both 
sides of conversation. Stops recorder when 

s1u 1cu. in. phone is hung up . 

$19.95EACH 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many tines more powerful than other transmlters 
Transmits up to V. milt to any FM radlO ·Easy lo 
Asstmb~ Kn · up lo 9V banery (not incl.) 
FOi' catak>g ol Transm1Uers. Voic:e Scramblers and 
olf\er speci.lny nems. enclose $2 00 to USI Corp 

Cllll 407-725-1000 or - $11.115 + $1.00 
ohlpping per llom lo: USI Cofp., P.O. Box 

SF-20ll2, -.mo, FL 3211112 COD'• OK. 

SURVEILLANCE 
SHERWOOD - The first name In surveillance 
equipment. Complete llne of Investigative, 

communlcalioos & countermeasures equipment 
CGNTAtT 1111! fllllM!IUANCll llPllCWDTS 

81111111'00D OOIUlllNICATIONS A.UOCIATU, LTD. 
PO ... UH,_,..., P.4. 18'66 

(JH)"7·"6f 

VEHICLES 
IS IT TRUE .... JEEPS FOR $44 Through lhe US. Gov't 
Call for facts' 504·649-5745 Ext. S·6823 (181) 

VIDEOS 
NA VY SEAL WORKOUT VIDEO: Learn the exercise 
techniques of the Navy's most elite commando force. 
only $29 95. B&L Enterprises . PO Box 151331 , San 
Diego. CA 92175. (181) 

HONG KONG POLICE WORKOUT VIDEOS - 3 VOL 
SET · Self defense is not enough' Upgrade to simulla­
neous offense and defense while getting in shape. only 
$60. Equipment catalog $5: DEFENSEFAX, 1853 Guard­
ian way. Lawrenceville. GA 30243 (181 ) 

3!0A ONV H3!SI03H 
(Slick Willie wants to turn the Second Amendment upside down) 

~~~~~~~~~ 

Your vote 
will make a 

In 1960, a change of one vote per precinct in 
Illinois would have cost JFK that state and the 
presidential election. 

Slick Willie has stated he will ban manufacture, 
sale and possession of "assault rifles" without 
defining what those terms mean. 

Maybe you feel you can't vote for Bush but if 
you don't vote for pro-gun candidates running 
for Congress and at the local level, don't whine 
to SOF about losing your gun rights. 
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