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LETTER FROM SARAJEVO

In November 1991 | wrote an article
on the conflict in Yugoslavia that some
readers deemed to be pro-Croat and
anti-Serb. Hate mail and irate phone
calls flooded Soldier Of Fortune's offices
denouncing me for attacking the Serbs
in Croatia. Having just returned from
Sarajevo in Bosnia-Herzegovina, the
former capital of Yugoslavia, | want to
report the following incidents:

An 11-year-old girl ventured from
her artillery-battered home in Dobrinja,
a suburb of Sarajevo, to search for
food and water while her family huddled
in the basement of their home. Minutes
after she entered the street, a sniper's
round hit her and she dropped to the
sidewalk. A 40-year-old neighbor was
shot in the hip by the same sniper as
she ran to the child's aid. Both died in
the street.

A convoy of vehicles carrying
families fleeing from mortar, artillery
and tank rounds raining on Sarajevo
was stopped by Serbian guerrillas and
the occupants ordered out. Children
and parents were quickly separated
and the fathers were told the children
were to be executed on the spot.

When the fathers pleaded to be shot
instead, they were told that the
children's deaths would send a

message far stronger to the Croats
and Moslems. Kalashnikovs made
quick work of defenseless children and
the Serbs left.

Croat and Moslem civilians of all
ages were blown apart in Sarajevo
streets by Serbian tank-fire as they
waited in line for bread.

| never said that all Serbs were
murderers of defenseless women and
children, but it seems to me that Serbs
shelling Sarajevo and those guilty of
murdering the children and elderly
seeking bread can't be classed as just
“good old boys!”

Mike Williams

Zagreb, Croatia

DRUG WAR DISASTER

Regarding your article on “Cuban
Cocaine Cabal" {(July '92), at the risk of
sounding trite, how much longer is it
going to take America to realize that
much of our drug problem is a
communist conspiracy? There is no
way we as a nation can continue to
fight a “drug war” without invading and
occupying most of our Latin neighbors
or declaring the Constitution null and
void.

As a Libertarian, | believe that our
drug prohibition is 100% identical to
alcohol prohibition. The increase in
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crime and hard drug use parallel it in
every manner. The worst part of the
drug war is the threat to our liberty.
The entire Bill of Rights is in jeopardy,
especially the Second Amendment,
because the commie-libs blame guns
and not people for their actions.

What is the biggest fear of
communists? A free market. Fidel will
not last another day if the drug lords
have their black-market carpet yanked
from under their feet. Neither will the
drug lords.

As far as I'm concerned, you can
have your joint if | can keep my Smith.

David M. Holden

High Ridge, Missouri

PRIVATE SECURITY GUARDS NOT
UP TO SNUFF

Last year your magazine published
an article involving the Department of
Energy and the Emergency Reaction
Team [‘Nuclear Snake Eaters,” April
'91] that it used to handle extreme
problems. What your magazine did not
explain is that this and other special
teams in the government are actually
composed of private security
personnel.

It seems that some of the so-called
high threat level areas — the State
Department, the Department of Energy
and a few others — are protected by
security guard companies with little or
no authority and lacking all but the
minimum training to actually carry out
its support mission.

Not matter how well intentioned it
may be to put a program together to
save the American taxpayer money,
rest assured in the long run it costs
more money because of high employee
turnover due to low morale, conflicting
orders, requirements and
specifications, minimal training,
constant harassment, no benefits and
less-than-qualified leadership.

It will never replace a highly
motivated, well-trained professional
ERT force.

Name Withheld

We would like to hear from other
knowledgeable readers on this subject,
preferably with specifics. — RKB

KING GEORGE

As we approach election time, let
us all remember “George The-Assault-
Rifle-Ban Bush” has been responsible
for banning more firearms than any
Democrat ever did.
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His call for, and support of, the
Crime Bill with its waiting periods, anti-
gun provisions and trashing of your
legal rights under the guise of drug/
crime controls would abort what little
freedoms you have left.

|, for one, will vote Libertarian, for it
is better to fight for the truth than to
pave the way for our own destruction
by electing those with a proven record
of being our enemy. A vote against
the Second Amendment is a vote
against us all personally, and we have
every right to tell this current “King

George” to get stuffed.

Those who will not stand up and tell
Bush “No New Gun Laws” will deprive
themselves and their offspring of liberty
and justice for generations to come.

Robert Harrison

Hollywood, Florida

The NRA has told Bush he'’s going
to have to demonstrate that he
deserves gun lobby support by doing
one or more of the following: fire BATF
director Higgins, revoke the import ban
on assault rifles, admit he made a

mistake in supporting said ban, and
guarantee he will veto the Brady Bill.

The Bush crowd thinks irate gun
owners have no place else to go. NOT!
We can focus all our efforts and money
into Congressional elections.

By the way, if we want a pro-gun
Congress, every gun owner must
register and vote! — RKB

PSYCHOPATHS & MERCS

| have seen your magazine at the
supermarket and bookstores but never
thought twice about buying one,
because | thought all it was was just a
bunch of psychopaths with guns and
ads for mercenaries.

One day, on impulse, | bought one
and it hit home. | was shocked at how
much bullshit the media has been
feeding me.

In my first issue (June '92) there
were stories about the Gun Gestapo
and BATF abuses of gun-owners’
rights. When | read your “Command
Guidance” in the July '92 issue | blew a
fuse at how stupid the BATF is.

Mr Brown, | can’t thank you enough
for opening my eyes. | am now (as of
yesterday) a member of the NRA.

Erik Booher, Age 15

Zionsville, Indiana

As a reader for many years, | was
interested to see (in “Gun Gestapo,”
June '92) the BATF doing a great
impression of the SS in World War 1l
— not to mention Czechoslovakia,
Yugoslavia and China.
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NEWS, published 3 times each month. It’s
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ieutenant Colonel Billy Diehl and three other F-16 pilots were rolling in on a “kill box” in Kuwait; 30 square
miles of territory where no one but bad guys were dug in. It was early afternoon on 24 February 1991 — the
ground war against Iraq was only a few hours old.

Diehl, commander of the 17th Tactical Fighter Squadron from Shaw Air Force Base (AFB), South

Carolina, was working with some “Fast FACs” — Forward Air Controllers from Hill AFB, Utah, who were
also flying F-16s.

Diehl’s flight of F-16C Fighting Falcons had just been cleared to roll in on some Iraqi tanks when one
of the FACs (known as “Pointer-73”) asked Diehl if he had heard a transmission on “Guard,” an emergency UHF
channel reserved for military units in trouble. Someone on the ground was talking to airborne command-and-control
about needing air support.

“By the tone of his voice, you could tell he needed help and needed it fast,” Diehl recalled.

Diehl received orders to forget the Republican Guards armor and immediately head north. His flight was tapped
to be the leading element of what would became a daylong Search And Rescue (SAR) effort involving 16 F-16s, and
two MH-60 Blackhawks.

Diehl recognized the initial coordinates passed along by Pointer-73 from the airborne command post. “One
hundred sixty miles north of here is Baghdad,” Diehl told himself while punching coordinates into his computer,
“We’re going to Baghdad.”

A Vietnam veteran with 20 years of flying under his belt, Diehl at first thought the U.S. Air Force had an airplane
down in the area. But as his four ships drew closer, they could hear the FAC talking to guys on the ground, a team
of U.S. Army Special Forces (SF). As he made the half-hour, high-speed trip, Diehl couldn’t help but think, What
the heck are they doing that far north?

Leading the second four-ship of F-16s, Captain Bill Andrew shouted, “Holy shit!” when he learned where they
were headed.

By the time Diehl’s flight reached the area where Chief Warrant Officer 2 Richard F. “Bulldog” Balwanz and his
eight-man team of Green Berets were locked in heavy combat with at least a company of Iraqi soldiers, one of the
FACs had visually identified the team’s position in a drainage ditch on the desert floor. (For the story of how
Balwanz’s A-Team got into this situation, see “Bulldog Balwanz and His Eight-Man Army,” May ’92).

Needle In A Haystack

The FACs had locked
on the A-Team’s global
positioning system, which
can pinpoint a unit’s posi-
tion to within 60 feet any-
where in the world. Butfrom
10,000 feet up, the ditch
looked like a scratch in

the sand.
“Aswe headedinbound,

the FACs were trying to
pinpoint the location of the
Iragis they wanted ustohit,”
Colonel Robert B. Van Sice
explained. Van Sice, deputy
director of operations for
the 363rd Tactical Fighter
Wing, was flying the No. 3

position on Diehl’s wing.

Having learned the fine
art of close-air-support fly-
ing F-4D Phantoms in 1969
out of Phu Cat, Vietnam, Van Sice explained how it was very difficult to see the features FACs pointed out on the
ground. Unlike Southeast Asia, where there were rivers, trails and mountains, the ground in the Gulf region wasbarren
and devoid of distinctive terrain.

“The biggest fear in a rescue attempt like this is putting ordnance on the good guys, and killing your buddies on
the ground,” Diehl noted; it took 10 minutes for Pointer-73 to show him exactly where the friendlies were situated

F-16s Take Heat Off Green Berets
Trapped In Iraq

by Dale B. Cooper
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SILENT

othing lifts self-styled weapons
cognoscentioutof theirarmchairs
faster than a villain on the boob
tube waving about a revolver with
a sound suppressor. They will
quickly inform theirnovitiates that
the gap between the cylinder and
the rear end of the barrel pre-
cludes a significant reduction in
the sound pressure level, no mat-
ter how efficient the suppressor attached to the barrel’s muzzle
may be.

They are theoretically correct. However, these experts appear
to have had no influence upon either Irish
Republican Army terrorists or Chicago gang-
sters, both occupational groups from whom
have been seized countless examples over
the years of all makes and calibers of wheel-
guns to which have been attached sound
suppressors of one degree of sophistication
or another.

In an effort to increase the efficiency of a
sound-suppressed revolver, some years ago
the designer Siegfried Hubner of West Ger-
many developed a system that enveloped the
barrel, cylinder and front portion of a Smith
& Wesson Model-10 frame. The end result
was incredibly clumsy, and most designers
have restricted themselves to both locked-
breech and blowback semiautomatic pistols.

While there is no front cylinder gap to
contend with, semiauto pistols spit empty
cases all over the scenery and there are some
operational circumstances under which this
might compromise the mission.

C. Reed Knight Jr., of Knight’s Arma-
ment Co. (Dept. SOF, 7750 9th St. S.W.,
Vero Beach, FL 32968; phone: 407-562-
5697), designed the American 2000-model
pistol, which Colt produces. Knight also re-
introduced the Stoner 63A weapons system
(see “Stoner’s Super 63,” July '91) and recently commenced series
production of the SR-25 countersniper system (see “Death in the
Tall Grass,” August "92). He is known principally, however, for
the sophisticated sound suppressors he supplies to the U.S. mili-
tary (see “Silence is Plastic,” August '89). In my opinion, Knight
easily ranks among the top three sound-suppressor designers in the
world today (all three are located in the United States).

Faced with a Request For Proposal (RFP) for a relatively close-
range (100 to 200 meters), sound-suppressed sniper weapon with
the potential for rapid follow-up shots and no empty cases to police
up, Knight responded with a tour de force totally unique in the
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Knight’'s unusual
Revolver Rifle,
chambered for

special .30-caliber
telescoped ammuni-
tion, offers the

potential for rapid
follow-up shots and
no empty cases to
police up, along with
sniper capability out
to 200 meters.

annals of sound-suppressor history. Knight’s successful response
to the RFP combines special telescoped ammunition of two
calibers with different modified Ruger revolvers (a GP-100 and a
Super Redhawk) to which have been attached sound suppressors.
It is, of course, all quite a bit more complicated than this.

The so-called “Revolver Pistol” starts out as a stainless steel
Ruger GP-100. It’s an excellent, and very rugged, starting point.
Both the mainspring and trigger-guard latch spring are massive
coils. In addition to the hammer and the trigger, most of the small
internal parts are stainless steel. Mounted in the frame, the floating
firing pin must be struck by a transfer bar, which in turn receives
the hammer’s hit. Should the finger relieve pressure on the trigger
while the hammer is falling forward, the transfer-bar safety will
drop down and the firing pin will not be
driven forward.

The cylinder’s capacity is six rounds, and
the crane/cylinder assembly swings out of
the frame in the usual manner after its spring-
loaded latch button is depressed. In the firing
position, the cylinder is securely locked to
the frame in two places — by a strong pilot
bearing at the rear of the cylinder, and by a
robust locking bolt at the front of the crane,
which engages a matching slot at the end of
the frame. This mechanism was invented by
Ruger and first used in the Redhawk re-
volver.

For increased strength, the cylinder lock-
ing notches are substantially offset, not cut
into the weakest part of the cylinder walls
over the centers of the chambers. Cylinder
rotation is to the left; the ejector rod does not
rotate with the cylinder and serves only to
activate the ejector, not as a bearing point for
front locking of the cylinder.

While the trigger system remains unal-
tered, the factory barrel is replaced with a
caliber-5.56mm barrel, 3 inches in length.
This stainless steel barrel has six grooves
with a right-hand twist of one turn in 6
inches. The front of the cylinder face is cut
back by a half-inch.

The fast-twist rifling is required to stabilize the 47-grain, flat-
based projectile with its needle-sharp point that’s guaranteed to
penetrate most current body-armor types.

This screw-turned brass bullet leaves the muzzle at 1,025 feet
per second (fps). The bullet is encased in a piston made from a
space-age synthetic called Ultem. Both are loaded into a Winches-
ter .38 Special case and powered by an unspecified propellant of
undisclosed charge weight. Upon ignition, the piston moves
forward a small amount and its beveled face interfaces with the
rear end of the barrel to seal the front cylinder gap. A rubber O-ring
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tion, along with a 500th anniversary 1992-
1993 calendar which notes important dates
in U.S. history.

It's definitely a “period piece” of mu-
sical work that will be enjoyed by both
old-music aficionados and die-hard Barry
Sadler fans — hard-core R 'n’ R and heavy-
metal fans can expect to be disappointed:
1t is, after all, largely patriotic music.

The response to this recording has been
such that a stirring stage production incor-
porating the album’s music was put to-
gether and, at the invitation of the U.S.
Information Agency, was set to debut on 3
August at the United States’ pavilion at
Seville's Expo '92. The stage production
closes on 12 October 1992, which is the
500th anniversary of Columbus’ landfall
in the Bahamas.

Appropriately enough, as Collins noted,
the Of Thee I Sing production is dedicated
to the memory of the man who nurtured
the first seeds of the idea, from its incep-
tion into a musical product: Barry Sadler.

“This is only proper,” Collins said, “be-
cause it was Barry Sadler’s insight and
dedication that brought this album to life.
In traveling around the country, and even
around the world to promote this project,
I've been amazed at how many people out
there still know and love Barry Sadler. He
touched their hearts a quarter of a century
ago with a great song, and they’'ve never
forgotten him.” ®

MULLAHS

Continued from page 39

fort with Cuba was triggered by Iran’s
hope to purchase one or more tactical nukes
from one of the republics of the former
Soviet Union. In May 1991, a high-level
Iranian delegation made overtures to
Tajikistan, Kazakhstan, and Azerbaijan in
search of a possible purloined weapon.
Initial discussions were said not to be en-
couraging in Tajikistan and Azerbaijan,
but in mid-October a second Iranian del-
egation arrived in Kazakhstan, led by Dr.
Mahdi Khmrani, a top aide to Iranian in-
telligence chief Ali Falahian.

A graduate in nuclear physics from the
University of California, Dr. Khmrani is
reported to have purchased three nuclear
devices from Khazakhi officials for a fig-
ure rumored to be $165 million. Secret
bank accounts were opened for the
Khazakhi officials in Luxembourg,
Liechtenstein and Switzerland. Intelligence
sources say the bombs were transferred to
Iran through Turkmenistan by truck in
December 1991. Reportedly the weapons
could be made operational by mid-1992.

In an effort to secure a more sophisti-
cated delivery system, Iranian president
Ali Akbar Hashemi Rafsanjani struck a
secret deal in late October 1991 with a
high-ranking Chinese delegation to Tehran,
headed by President Yang Shangkun. By
the terms of the agreement, China com-
mitted to provide Iran with both medium —
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MEN — Bring down
attackers instantly,
safely with new

LIQUID-BULLET.

20 FT. CIRCLE-OF-SAFETY
High-power stream defends
you from safe distance

n [nstantly disables multiple
attackers
# Used by police and military

= Up to 80 times more effective
than MACE*

m Stops vicious dogs, too

u No after-effects

These days, men need a defense weapon
as much as women. Men are 3 times more
likely to be violent crime victims.

Forget women’s defense sprays. Their
dainty vapor is likely to blow in your
own face. Sprays have short range. You
must be dangerously close to your
attacker to use them.

Safe around kids

You need a smart weapon. One that
drops attackers from a safe distance. And
can't harm kids when not in use. New
LIQUID-BULLET protects you in a 20
ft. Circle-of-Safety with a high—power
chemical stream. Its effect is up to 80
times greater than MACE*. 1t costs less.
And, unlike MACE, it brings down
dangerous animals, too (take it camping).

Your attacker’s skin feels on fire. His
eyes close, blinding him. He fights for
breath; gets dizzy, disoriented. He's
helpless for 20 minutes. Yet with no after-
effects. LIQUID-BULLET is harmless
and legal.

The Safe, Smart Defense Weapon

DOUBLE GUARANTEE

1. 30-day satisfaction or your money refunded.
2. FREE lifetime refills.

LIQUID-BULLET, INC., 20533 Biscayne Blvd., Suite 4490, Miami, FL 33180 sF7
Yes, send [ I Key-Ring LIQUID-BULLET at $17.95, [[] 2 at $33.95, [] 3 at $44.95.
[] 1 Holster LIQUID-BULLET at $35.95, [ ]2 at $59.95, ] 3 at $84.95, plus $2.05 ship./hand.
(Fla. res. add 6% tax.). I enclose [ ] check [] money order

= [IgUI0 BULLET = |

Accurate even with poor aim

This new weapon is used by police,
FBI, and military. A safety catch keeps
it safe until you use it. Flip the catch
and it stops attackers as well as any gun.
Theres no reloading, no cocking, no
noise. No need for accuracy — its hi-
power stream lets you find your target
even with poor aim. Any skin it touches
produces crippling effects. Invisible dye
marks your attacker for 48 hours.

All chemical sprays have a shelf life
of about 2 years. But only LIQUID-
BULLET guarantees free lifetime refills.
If you won’t carry a gun, carry LIQUID-
BULLET. Throw your wife’s spray away
and give her this. It could save your lives.

Key-ring LIQUID-BULLET (20 ft. ‘Circle-of-Safety’)

HOLSTER LIQUID-BULLET
{401t ‘Circle-of-Safety’)

in nylon-holstered canister
with Velcro strap, for bicycle,
wrist or ankle.

Major credit cards call
1-800-L-BULLET

(O Credit card: Type No. Exp. date Tou! §
Signature Name Address
City _~~_ State Zip Phone ( }

(3 PRIORITY ORDER (Gets immediate attention. Add $1.00) [] | am over I8,

Dealer or Distr. inquiries: 800-525-5538, Ext. 80.

2 Liqud Bulet 1992
*MACE & 0 regstered federdl trodemark of Def-Tec Corp
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COUNTERFEIT GUNS

that are inexpensive to own and safe to display in your
home. They are realistic, full size working metal models
that look, feef, weigh and handie like the expensive
originals. You can work the action, release the clip and
" dry fire these high quality models.
CANNOT BE
FIRED!

ISRAELI UZI
SUBMbA(:IHINE| GUN ?
Used by Israeli troops ™ ?
in the historic 6-Day
War, the Entebbe Raid. ¢
Adopted 30 other
nations as the most
successful sub-
machine gun on the
market today.

Over 72 parts
folding metal stock
detachable 32-round
magazine. Length 25”
Wt. 9 Ibs.
#01-705M....... $310 PPD

Exact Replicas

1921
THOMPSON
as used by FBI & U.S.
combat troops. Over 59
parts, including vertical foregrip, detachable wood butt-
stock & 20-rd. magazine. Lgth. 35". Wt. 9.5 Ibs.
Disassembles like original.
....................................... $299 pPD

Full size (non-firing) models iook, weigh,
and handle like the originals.

M-16 ASSAULT RIFLE
The ultimate defense arm as
used by S.W.A.T. forces. Made
famous by U.S. troops in S.E.
Asia. Full size. Bolt functions like :
original—over 70 ABS plastic and metal
parts. CANNOT BE FIRED. Lgth. 39”. Wt. 5 Ibs. -
Declared “non-gun” by the Federal Gov't.
#39-2707...cccoiiienennenne $300 PPD

FULLY ASSEMBLED

U.s. 45
AUTOMATIC
A favorite of GI's for 80
yrs., from WWI to Viet-
nam. This metal “non-
firing” replica model is exact in
every detail-even the grip safety
works. Blued finish. Can be
disassembled. L: 8.5"
W: 2.5 Ibs. #01-300
$107 PPD

M92
AUTDMATIC
This massive 9mm was
chosen to replace the

.45 auto. Made famous
in Operation Desert Storm,
this blued “non-firing” metal model
actionworks like the original. Can be
partially disassembled. L: 8.5: W: 3 1bs. §
#22-1254....cccoins $102 pPD

COLLECTOR’S ARMOURY
800 SLATERS LANE, DEPT. SO
BOX 59, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313

Not sald to Cafif. except
for theatricat use.

SEND: X SEND FREE CATALOG
Credit Card Orders: 1-800-544-3456 Ext. 515
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ADDRESS

CITY/STATE/ZIP

MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) IF NOT SATISFIED
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against King. But Judge Weisburg did per-
mit the jury to hear that King was on
parole at the time of the 1991 chase and
arrest, and that terms of his release for-
bade him to use alcoholic beverages or
associate with felons.

Nor would the judge permit testimony
that King had traces of marijuana in his
system the night of his arrest. Weisburg
said the defense had not proven King was
under the influence of the drug.

Paul DePasquale, an attorney for ac-
cused Officer Timothy E. Wind, argued
that the drug test result was relevant be-
cause it showed King had reason to resist
arrest and fight the officers. “As a pa-
rolee, King knew he would be sent direct
to prison because the presence of canna-
bis is a misdemeanor,” DePasquale stated.

But prosecutor Alan Yochelson rebut-
ted that the presence of marijuana in
King’s urine did not prove he had used
the drug in violation of his parole. “It
could have been before the conditions of
parole arose, and could have been in his
body for several months,” Yochelson said.
Weisburg accepted this argument.

Also stricken was any mention of
King'’s arrest of 28 May 1991 on a charge
of trying to run down an undercover po-
lice officer after he had tried to pick up a
transvestite prostitute. King was cleared
of the charge two months later.

In their summations, as reported by
Serrano of the Los Angeles Times, law-
yers “gave contradictory portrayals of
King ~ that of an innocent victim of an
unprovoked attack, or of a violent man
whose beating resulted from his refusal to
obey orders.”

Attorney Michael Stone, speaking for
Powell, said officers are not paid to win
“second-place ribbons” when fighting ag-
gressive suspects. He said they are nor-
mal human beings who are fearful of “roli-
ing around in the dirt with the likes of
Rodney King.”

If society demands that officers un-
necessarily risk their lives, Stone said,
“the thin blue line that separates the law-
abiding from the not-law-abiding disinte-
grates, These are not ‘Robocops.” They
hurt, and ... they bleed and they die, just
like everybody else.”

After many days of deliberations, the
jurors acquitted the officers on all charges
save one against Powell, that of unneces-
sary use of force. On 15 May, a judge
granted the district attorney’s request that
Powell be retried on that charge.

In a breach of common sense, if not
any formal journalistic code of ethics, on
the day after the verdict was announced
the Los Angeles Daily News obtained and
printed the names of the jurors. The
Ventura Star Free-Press reprinted the
Daily News’ story. A few days later, the
Star Free-Press 1an a letter from one of
the alternate jurors, which read, in part:

“Our judicial system dictates that when
a person is on trial, he is judged by a
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able) such designs I've encountered.

The ATAK's blade is laser-cut from
American 01-type high-carbon steel.
After a unique 14-hour treat, the blade
is double hard-chromed, then coated
with a non-reflective Kalgard “skin,” re-
sulting in a high-carbon steel blade
both corrosion-resistant and fairly non-
reflective. | was able to peel the Kalgard
coating away from the point/tip area of
the ATAK, but I've done the same on
nearly every such blade subjected to
this kind of testing. To replace the non-
reflective option, simply spray the blade
with flat-black paint.

McClung's handle is ergonomically
designed to give a sure grip, regard-
less of hand size. Formed from S-Glass
epoxy composite, the grip is impervi-
ous to damage.

My own cutting, prying and lateral-
stress tests confirmed what the SEALs
had earlier discovered: The ATAK cuts
cleanly and quickly, requiring no touch-
up honing during three days' testing in
the desert. The blade performed well
even after pounding the first 2.5 inches
of cutting edge through steel banding
material, a task normally reserved for
tin snips. Prying open ammunition
crates was no challenge whatsoever
for the ATAK.

At one point | managed to apply an
enormous amount of lateral stress to
the blade and watched it flex at least
Ya-inch from true. No damage was done
to the blade, which returned to true as
soon as | removed pressure.

Carry-wise, | found the ATAK won-
derfully comfortable. The scabbard sys-
tem rides with the body during move-
ment and does not interfere with sit-
ting or prone positions. Removal and
replacement of the knife in its sheath
is quick, easy and usually silent.

Overall comments from SpecOps
people | showed the ATAK to were
positive. Its simple, straightforward
design and quality workmanship re-
sulted in above-average performance
across the board. McClung, a materi-
als scientist who has developed a num-
ber of exotic items for the CIA, is de-
voted to creating working knives to
meet the requirements of the user. He
has succeeded with the ATAK, the first
SEAL combat knife worthy of being
considered so.

A civilian model of the ATAK will
become available in 1993. Of particu-
lar note is that the SEALS’ new knife is
made entirely in the United States. I'm
immensely impressed with the ATAK
knife. It is a 21st-century combat knife
designed and developed around rock-
solid performance requirements, as de-
termined by professional users.

For further information, you should
contact Mad Dog Knives by phoning:
1-800-4MAD-DOG®R
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BO GRITZ

Continued from page 43
jungle operations,” wrote retired U.S.
Army Col. Alex McColl, formerly of
MACV-SOG and a Soldier Of Fortune
Contributing Editor.

Unfortunately for Gritz and his troop
of true Bo-believers, his Pied Piper tactics
since retirement have not been uniformly
professional — sometimes not even com-
petent. For instance, on one of his forays
into Laos looking for POWs, he led 11
men into the jungle armed only with three
semiautomatic UZIs.

Monaghan had been initially invited to
join Gritz's POW rescue effort, but like
several other former Green Berets, he
bailed out early when Gritz’s judgment
came into question.

“From start to finish, it was a pipe
dream,” Monaghan recalled. “He’s not
able to always differentiate between fact
and fiction ... preferring to live in a fan-
tasy world. He believes whatever he’s into
at the moment. And to that end, he will
associate with anyone who will listen and
give him the adulation he thinks he de-
serves.”

“I'm not a front
man for any-
body — I will

never be used by

anybody.”

“His troops [in Vietnam] worshipped
him,” maintained Howard Stevens, a
former Green Beret comrade-in-arms. “I
think the world of Bo. But sometimes I
think he’s a 54-year-old kid looking for
another war to fight. I can’t believe he’d
affiliate himself with some of these
people.”

There are examples of Bo deliberately
misleading his public. On 29 May 1981, in
a speech at a Vietnam veterans’ luncheon
at the Statler Hotel in Buffalo, New York,
Gritz described his personal participation
in a special-operations team mission in
Vietnam where Staff Sergeant George
Hoaglund was severely wounded and, ac-
cording to Gritz, committed suicide to re-
lieve the other members of the team from
the burden of trying to get him out. It’s a
good story, except for two things: Gritz
was not present during the action in which
Hoaglund was killed, and Hoaglund did
not kill himself.

Populist Party campaign literature con-
tains some Gritz stretches. In numerous
brochures, Gritz claims he was cited by
General William Westmoreland as “the
American soldier” of the Vietnam War in
Westmoreland’s book, A Soldier Reports.

But a review of the general’s book
reveals only that Gritz was described as
“daring,” and that Westmoreland charac-
terized Gritz's special ops exploits as “un-
usual.” Westmoreland did praise Gritz's
Cambodian forces on their amazing re-
covery of a flight recorder from a U-2 spy
plane shot down inside enemy territory,
and he noted Gritz's successful struggle
to take the 3,200-foot Nui Ba Den moun-
tain near Tay Ninh City.

However, in Gritz’s version of the black
box’s recovery, the team ambushed an
enemy force, then interrogated a prisoner
who led them to a base camp which they
stormed, taking back the black box. Yet
other members of the team say none of
these things happened: They say Gritz just
happened, by blind luck and coincidence,
to find the black box in the brush.

In an SOF interview for this article,
Westmoreland said Gritz had taken a
phrase from the book out of context. “The
American soldier” was merely the name
of one chapter and was “no reference to
him [Gritz] at all. It was about many men,
the typical American soldier.”

Despite contrary facts, Gritz told SOF
he was “not seeking alliances with anyone
... I have no relationship with the Christic
Institute and never have had a relation-
ship with the Christic Institute.”

“My campaign is very simple,” Gritz
said. “I'm for the Constitution. I'm
grassroots ... I do not believe that we’re
going to be voting as Americans in 1996
unless we restore our constitutional gov-
ernment. And we're not going to dc that
as ‘Republicrats,” which is one party with
two names when it reaches the presiden-
tial levei. If we don’t vote in 1992, by
1996 we may be defending what few rights
we have with bullets.”

“Everything comes out of Rockefeller,”
he added. “It’s all part of the Council on
Foreign Relations, the Trilateral Commis-
sion — it’s all globalist. George Bush is
the ballcarrier and he’s got it on the 1-
yard line, and it’s first and goal — we’ve
got to stop them now.”

As for Ross Perot, Gritz said, “Anyone
that would support Perot right now, the
way he stands, would buy a pig in a poke.”
Gritz remains convinced that he will
emerge victorious in November.

“My candidacy will catch fire in Sep-
tember or October, when the media wakes
up to discover that I am on the ballot in
enough states to win the election,” Gritz
said. “And when I get my 15 seconds of
national television time, I believe my state-
ments will be a patriotic testimony to 250
million Americans — they will deter-
mine that it’s true.

“Because I'm not a front man for any-
body,” he said. “I will never be used by
anybody.”

Former Associate Editor Jim Pate re-
mains a frequent contributor to Soldier
Of Fortune. ®
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