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In early 1944, an OSS operative could order anything from a 
dart pen to a .22 caliber cigarette. Today, you can order any­
thing from gut-wrenching combat memoirs to the latest 
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HERE'S WHAT YOU GET WHEN YOUR MEMBERSHIP IS ACCEPTED ... 
A GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION. If you're not 100% satisfied with the 3 books 
you've chosen, return them within 10 days at our expense and owe nothing. 
OSS Special Weapons & Equipment is yours free to keep . 

THE FREE CLUB MAGAZINE. You'll receive up to 15 issues a year. Each issue 
reviews the Featured Book Selection(s) plus a wide variety of alternate books 
from the Club's extensive library. 

SHOPPING MAOE SIMPLE_ To get the Featured Book Selection(s), do nothing­
it will be sent automatically. If you prefer another book-or none at all-simply 
return your Member Reply Form by the specified date. A shipping and handling 
charge is added to each order. 

HUGE DISCOUNTS ON HARDCOVER BOOKS- Save as much as 30% off publishers' 
edition prices. Club books are sometimes altered in size to fit special presses. 

AN EASY-TO-MEET OBLIGATION. Take up to 2 years to buy 4 more books at 
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return the book at our expense. 
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COMMAND GUIDANCE 

T
HE communist regimes of East­
ern Europe have collapsed and 
the Soviet Union is disintegrat­
ing. Liberal Democrats are fin­

ished as a national political force in this 
country. Sociology departments of Ivy 
League universities are next. Death to 
intellectual tyrants ! 

Fresh winds of change are blowing 
through the stinking swamp of this 
country's intellectual 
community at long 
last. We need about 
a Force 9 gale to 
really clear it, but 20 
years of stagnant 
" politically correct" 
liberal doctrine is fi­
nally being ques­
tioned in such fo­
rums as The New 
York Times . It 's 
damn time - SOF 
has been a lonely 
voice questioning 
leftist dogma for 16 years, and we 
appreciate the company. Welcome 
aboard , NYT. 

In the past year, such leftist dogma 
as the unilateral disarmament of this 
nation, sanctions against the Republic 
of South Africa, the continued ap­
peasement of Third World dictators and 
the basic leftist notion that Western 
civilization is intrinsically evil , have 
been increasingly challenged . 

Nowhere is new thinking more 
needed than in the gun control debate. 
For years , proponents of gun control 
stated as fact the idea that gun laws 
would reduce crime. This was accepted 
by the media despite hard evidence to 
the contrary. Those fighting gun control 
weren't much stronger intellectually; 
the NRA attacked gun control princi­
pally as a threat to hunters. 

But the Second Amendment has 
nothing to do with hunting and every­
thing to do with protection against 
tyranny. The intellectual community is 
beginning to recognize this. News pho-

by Robert K. Brown 

tos of freedom fighters in Li thuania, 
pitifully armed with sing le-barreled 
shotguns against Soviet Black Berets 
- paratroopers ordered to battle by the 
man who just won the Nobel Peace 
Prize - made the point better than a 
thousand well-reasoned arguments. 

The fact that the U.S. Constitution 
protects the right of individuals to keep 
and bear arms for use by a we/1-

regulated militia -
meaning military 
weapons to me -
must be emphasized 
in the ongoing gun 
control debate. With 
tremendous ad ­
vances in small arms 
technology on the 
horizon , there will be 
an ever-w id ening 
gap between the 
weaponry availab le 
to civi lians versus 
those available to 

military and police forces . 
You may think your HK-91 or MPS is 

real high-speed, but compared to an 
advanced combat rifle firing caseless, 
frangible ammunition at Mach 1 cyclic 
rates, it's pretty tame. 

Our military and police forces clearly 
need and deserve the best weapons 
available, because these are the tools 
by which they live or die. But this 
country's long tradition of civilian pos­
session of military weapons, with some 
obvious and sensible exceptions, is 
fast ending. I'd like to have a Stinger, 
but I understand why I can't. 

What I can 't accept is the outright 
banning of contemporary individual 
small arms. These are the tools of 
freedom . We must hold the line here. If 
the Brady Bill passes in the Senate, the 
next move at the federal level will be 
against semi-automatic battle rifles. 

Pray that we don't end up with a 
president who wins the Nobel Peace 
Prize .~ 
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YOUR RPG .... Peter G. Kokalis 
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using a variant captured in Salvador, 
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ubiquitous weapon 52 
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Gander Air Crash - Page 44 
Photo: J .L. Atlan!Sygma 

PALE 
SHOOTERS .. . ... John Kreiger 
Bob Brown, commander in chief of 
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FLAK 

EPW HERDING In the Persian 
Gulf. my company's mission was to 
handle enemy prisoners of war 
(EPWs), and we really handled a lot of 
them. At our first temporary holding 
cage, we had more than 1,500 Iraqis 
detained - all had surrendered. 

On the way to our second site, the 
landscape was a picture of hundreds 
and hundreds of blown-up and burnt­
out T-62s, T-55s, BMPs, trucks and 
jeeps. Our military had literally annihi­
lated the Iraqi forces . At our second 
site, we processed more than 3,500 
additional EPWs, 70% of whom were 
Saddam's "elite" Republican Guards, 
although they didn't look very "elite" 
to me. 

The Iraqi soldiers didn't look fam­
ished or starved, but they did look 
ragged in their motley assortment of 
uniforms. I honestly couldn't say which 
one of them was wearing the "correct" 
uniform. Seeing this made me think of 
how important uniformity and discipline 
are on the battlefield . 

I want to thank the SOF staff for its 
support for us while we were in the 
Persian Gulf. 

Sgt. Earnest D. Fletcher, AUS 
218th MP Company, 
14th MP Brigade 

TIME-LIFE BUCKS ... In the April '91 
issue of SOF, I was shocked and 
disappointed to see the full -page ad 
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Perhaps on their way to see Sgt. Fletcher 
and his cage, Iraqi EPWs march west to a 
safer lifestyle - escort: courtesy 82nd 
Airborne. Photo: Yves Debay/Agence 
Ernoult Features 

placed by Time-Life Books Inc. Both 
Time and Life magazines have run 
entire issues espousing strict gun con­
trol ; never have they offered an issue 
or an article allowing an opposing point 
of view or rebuttal. 

Time-Life Inc. owns both maga­
zines, Time-Life Books, Time-Life 
Video Libraries and Sports Illustrated. 
This corporation is one of the most 
anti-gun corporations there is; they are 
totally dedicated to the philosophy that 
no private citizen should be allowed to 
own any kind of firearm for any reason. 

Your readers should know that 
when they buy any of Time-Life's 
products, they are supporting gun­
control by further enriching that corpo­
ration. 

If SOF considers the support of 
Second Amendment rights a priority, I 
would not expect to see any more ads 
from Time-Life in your magazine, re­
gardless of how militarily oriented the 
subject matter is. 

Dennis E. Barbre 
Detroit, Michigan 

Since running Time-Life ads in our 
March and April '91 issues, we have 

received numerous letters condemn­
ing this decision. SOF has never wa­
vered on its position regarding the 
Second Amendment - we strongly 
believe in the right of every individua l 
to keep and bear arms. However, we 
owe our readers a brief explanation 
regarding why we decided to accept 
Time-Life's advertising, and especially 
that company's money. 

SOF donates literally tens of thou­
sands of dollars annually to pro-gun 
organizations and causes. By accept­
ing money from Time-Life for advertis­
ing in SOF, we are able to turn that 
money right around and use it to help 
defeat those causes that Time-Life 
supports. In essence, then, Time-Life, 
through SOF, is donating thousands of 
dollars to the pro-gun movement. 

SOF will continue to take money 
from "the other side," but be assured 
that that money will be going to support 
causes SOF believes in, most certainly 
including one of our highest priorities, 
the Second Amendment. 

- John Bressem, 
SOF Advertising Director 

LOUDER THAN WORDS ... On behalf 
of the Buffalo Creek Gun Club of 
Broomfield, Colorado, I wish to extend 
thanks to Colonel Robert Brown for his 
donation of 2,500 rounds of 7.62 PMC 
ammunition to our 1991 Colorado Jun­
ior Highpower Rifle Team. Your gift will 
definitely make a dent in our ammuni­
tion needs. 

We now have 17 youngsters who 
appear to have the skill to make a 
respectable showing at the national 
shooting championships to be held at 
Camp Perry, Ohio, in late July and 
early August of this year. 

Once again, thank you for your 
continued support. 

Jim Starr 
Broomfield, Colorado 

BRENDAN'S BLARNEY ... I just re­
ceived the June '91 issue of SOF, and 
feel compelled to respond to Brendan 
McCrudden's FLAK letter. It is a great 
pity, but it would seem this chap has 
spent too much time reading IRA 
propaganda and believing it. 

The IRA may be fighting for a 
"united" Ireland, but "free" and "demo­
cratic" are two words which cannot be 
used to describe its cam paign . 
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COMBAT AMMO OF THE 21st CENTURY 
by Duncan Long 

You don't have to be in uniform to face combat. Any encounter that could result in injury or 
death to you or those you wish to protect is combat. It could be in the streets, on the battlefield 

or in the middle of the night in your own home. Helping you to win these armed showdowns is 
what Combat Ammo of the 21st Century is all about. Duncan Long - one of the world's foremost 

authorities on weapons and ammunition - has conducted an exhaustive study of modern ammo based 
on actual case studies of their stopping power on the streets (where it really counts) as well as in state-of­

the-art labs to update what had been considered the definitive ammo reference, Combat Ammunition: 
Everything You Need to Know. Take a look at the new lighter, more powerful cartridges that promise to 

dominate well into the next century: the hot new .40 S&W, the 1 Omm Auto and the stealthy subsonic 9mms. 
Follow simple, step-by-step instructions and make your own exotic tracers, flechette and sabot rounds, caseless 

ammo and fragmenting bullets. 8 1 /2 x 11, softcover, photos, illus., 216 pp. $30.00 

BUSINESS 
PARTNERS 

THE POWER OF 
POSITIVE REVENGE 
A Winner's G uide to 
Exacting Vengeance 
by Michael Connor 

More than just another revenge book, 
this is a breakthrough in vengeance! 
It harnesses the energy al negative 
th inking and turns ii into positive 
revenge. The principle of "every 
action has an equal and opposite 
reaction" can change your life! For 
entertainment purposes only! 5 1 /2 x 
8 1/2. hardcover. 232 pp. $19.95 

ARRIVE ALIVE 
Tony Sco tti's Complete 

Cou n tera m bu sh-Anti terrorist 
Driving Course 

Here's a crash course in recog· 
nizing and escaping ambushes on 
!he road before !hey become 
unsolvable and deadly emergen­
cies. Action-packed footage shows 
h igh-speed turns. b rak ing and 
ramming . See actual assassin­
ations recreated and analyzed for 
mis takes and solut ions. Color, 
approx. 40 min., VHS only. $59.95 

BUSINESS PART ERS 
T he Bes t Pistol/Ammunition 

Combinations for 
Personal Defense 

b y Peter Alan KtJsler 
Here is a practical and real ist ic 
assessment of which modern bullets 
work best in which handguns to get 
the job done in a life-or-death situa­
tion. From the truth about wound bal· 
listics to the debate over the most 
effective calibers. this book holds 
nolhing back. 5 1 /2 x 8 112. hardcov­
er. photos, illus .. 200 PP- $22.95 

JUST SAY NO TO DRUG TESTS 
How to Beat the Whiz Q uiz 

by Ed CfJ rson 
Urinalysis is a blatant violation of 
human freedom and dignity. and now 
you can fighl back! Ed Carson. who 
handled drug tesling for a large U.S. 
military base, reveals how the tests 
are done and how to beat them. He 
did it successfully for eight years 
using the exact methods outlined in 
this book. Find out how to preserve 
your life-style and keep your job. 5 
1/2 x 8 1/2. softcover. 48 pp. $10.00 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 
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U.S. N AV Y SEAL 
COMBAT MAN UAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting , with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equipment 
and laclics employed by !his elite 
fighting force are covered. as are 
SEAL weapons, communications. 
diving. in filtration and exfiltration, 
survival and more. 8 1 /2 x 11. soft· 
cover. photos. illus .. 240 pp. $19.95 

GET EVEN 
T he Complete Book 

of Dirty Tricks 
by George Haytluke 

A hilarious overview of !he methods 
people use lo get even with big 
business. government and enemies. 
These dirty tricks range from the 
simple to the elaborate, including 
more sophisticated schemes devised 
by CIA and Mal ia members and 
political dirty tricksters. For enter­
tainment only. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2. hard· 
cover. 208 pp. $19.95 

THE I RA QI A RMY 
O rganization and Tactics 

From SCUD missle units to the elite 
Republican Guard. here's the most 
up·lo·date lactical handbook on every 
aspect of the Iraqi army recently 
decimated by U.S.-led coalition forces 
during Operation Desert Storm. This 
-nanual provides valuable insight into 
the U.S. military's doctrine of quick 
and violent attack that will shape the 
face of modem warlarl:! into the next 
century. 5 t/2 x 8 112. sohcover, illus .. 
192 pp. $15.00 

LEAD POISONING 
25 True Stories from the 

Wrong End of a Gun 
by Chris Pfouts 

Everyone, including you. runs the 
risk of being shot, either by intent or 
by accident. By reading what these 
shooting survivors have to say 
about the ir experience - the 
p eceding signs, the lessons 
learned - you can learn how to 

avoid a bullet in the first place. An 
extraordinary book. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2. 
hardcover. 184 pp. $21 .95 

U.S. NAVY SEALs 
World War JI · Korea · Vietnam 

• 

Middle East · Grenada· Panama 
Elite warriors of stealth, sabotage and 
silenl missions of death. SEALs have 
been the U.S. military·s shock force 1n 
50 years of global conflict In !his new 
video release. you'll see rare footage 
al SEALs in action from WWII to 
today's Mdirty little wars." Much of this 
matenal has never been available 10 
the public .. unti l now. Color. 
approx. 35 min .. VHS only. $29.95 

SEA Ls 
U DT /SEAL Operations 

in Vietnam 
by T.L. Bosilievac 

The definitive book on U.S. Navy 
SEALs' role in Vietnam. Accoun1s of 
combat missions reveal incredible 
acts ol skill and valor by SEAL troops 
under lire . Sixteen pages of rare 
photos show SEALs in training. on 
patrol in VC territory and moving up 
canals in the Mekong Delta. 5 1/2 x 8 
112. hardcover. pholos. 272 pp. 

$26.95 

MANSTOPPERS 
. Select i ng the Right 

• 

D ouble-Act ion Pistol 
This video will help you select !he 
right double-action auto pistol for your 
personal defense needs. Technical 
advisors Col. Rex Applegate. Wiley 
Clapp. Tom Campbell and Chuck 
Karwan contributed to the evaluations 
of the latest autos from Colt. S&W. 
Ruger. Glock. SIG-Sauer and others. 
From the right caliber to the nght 
safety. this video covers it all. Color. 
approx. 60 min .. VHS only. S59.95 

T H E CREDIT G AME 
Playing To Win 

• 

If you' re taking a beating on the 
financial playing field , chances are 
you just need some coaching in the 
mechanics of deve~oping - and 
defending - your credit raling. Watch 
the credit game m action and find out 
how even the little guys can play to 
win. Gel the low·down on game rules. 
winning strategies and. when all else 
fails, how to cheat! Color, approx. 35 
min .. VHS only. S34.95 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES ~---• ~"- PALADIN PRESS 
1~ P.O. Box 1307-1 IS 

----~ C REDIT CARD O RDER S CALL TOLL FREE 
~ 1 · 80 0 -392-240 0 liiiiiiiiiiii!I 

STREET l ETHAl. ...... .. .•.. .... $15.95 

SCREW U NTO OTHERS . ... .. $19.95 

U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 

M EDICAL H ANDBOOK .... . $19. 95 

I TO THE PRIMITIVE ..... .. . . $15.00 

A BOUNCER'S GUIDE TO 

BARROOM BRAWLING ... .. $ 17. 95 

BAIL ENFORCER .......... •.. ... $ 1 6 .95 

MtNt-14 SUPER SY TEMS ... $16. 9 5 

C REDIT: 

THE C UTTING EDGE ......• $25 .00 

BOUNTY H UNTER .•.. ... . . .... $ 12.00 

How TO f1No A NYONE, 

A NYWHERE ... ......•.. .... ... $ 1 9 .95 

BREAK C ONTACT, 

CONTINUE MISSION .. .. . . . $22.95 

To R10E, SHooT STRAIGHT, AND 

SPEAK THE TRUTH ...•...... $ 26.00 

CREDIT SECRETS . .. .....•.....• $1 2 .00 

U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 

A -T EAM V IETNAM 

C OMBAT MANUAL. ... . . .... $19.95 

I "~ ,,~:·~~·;;;z,~:!:~ '""' 
I 

iliiiiiil Call 24 hours a clay, 7 days a ~ 
week. from anv slale bul Alaska. Send SI .00 for I 
S0·1Jage CATALOG of JOO litles (free wilh order!. 

0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD EXP 

I 
CARDI 

0 CHECK/ MONEY ORDER 

SUBTOTAL ---1 I NAME~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ PLEASE I~CLUDE 
A DDRESS POSTAGE & H ANDLNG ~ MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES I NVITED 

Paladin Press • P.O . Bo x 1307• Bo ulder, CO 80306 • (303)443-7250 
( \lirfontoµ1is rm .' 111m n:l 1lt'm1hfo. /Jr111w ;,;f-!d lfl/H!S wiJJ Im n.oµ lru:f!d .) I: - - - ~ ...: - T=- I 
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FLAK 

McCrudden's idea that a united Ireland 
is " the only solution" is simplistic crap. 
He and other IRA sympathizers would 
do well to remember that the Sinn 
Fein/IRA mafia gave support to Sad­
dam Hussein during Operation Desert 
Storm. Also, the assistance Ireland 
begrudgingly gave to the Coalition was 
miserable. Meanwhile, American and 
British servicemen fought side by side 
to defeat the tyrant of the Middle East. 
Thanks to SOF for the view of the 
RUC's operations here in Northern 
Ireland. We only get the left-wing 
media's IRA view of things, and only 
token criticism of IRA atrocities. 

Kenneth Gilmartron 
Northern Ireland 

ON ANG LICO ... I would like to correct 
an error which appeared in the story 
"SOF Invades Kuwait" in your June '91 
issue. In the story, Colonel Brown 
writes, " It was Marine Recon who 
called in Marine air and artillery sup­
port .. . for the battle of Khafji ." 

It was not Marine Recon, but rather 
Marines from the 1st and 2nd Air Naval 
Gunfire Liaison Company (ANGLICO), 
1st Surveillance, Reconnaissance and 
Intelligence Group. who called in the 
support. (Don't feel bad , even the 
Marine Corps Public Affairs office got it 
screwed up.) 

Also, ANGLICO teams attached to 
the Eastern Province Arab Coalition 
(EPAC) led the way into Kuwait City. 
But ANGLICO teams rarely are cred­
ited with their deeds. More often, their 
actions are attributed to Recon, Spe­
cial Forces or other elite units. Please 
give credit to these fine Marines. 

CWO Thomas G. Tomka 
2nd ANGLICO (3rd Det.) 
Long Beach, California 

LINCOLNSHIRE CALLING ... I am the 
admin officer for the Vietnam Historical 
Research Group in Great Britain, and 
would like to correspond with Ameri­
cans who spent time in Vietnam. 
Maybe we could swap stories, photos 
and other items that would be of use to 
our group. 

As a Vietnam research group, we 
exhibit all of the equipment that is 
owned by our members at various 
public displays. We are people from all 
walks of life who are very interested in 
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many different aspects of that war. 
Keep up the good work with your 

mag, and congratulations, America, for 
a superb result in the Desert Storm 
conflict. Our boys were proud to have 
served alongside your boys. 

Robert Timmins 
No. 1 Tennyson Ave. 
Mablethorpe Lincolnshire, 
LNl21HF, England 

GOING, GOING ... Thank you SOF for 
your coverage of the H'mong Chao Fa 
struggle in Laos. No one knows or 
cares about this group's situation, least 
of all the media. I've been working 
privately on getting the Chao Fa some 
publicity, but it will take a few more 

Courtesy of the Thai government, 1, 709 
Chao Fa men, women and children are 
being forcibly repatriated to Laos near the 
village of Mound Phieng. Pathet Lao troops 
have already attacked several returning 
villagers with chemicals; when the majority 
are marched back, a massacre is possible. 
SOF is there - stay tuned. Here, a victim of 
a previous chemical attack with Thai 
soldier. Photo: SOF file 

months, plus saving my pennies, to 
develop. Thanks to SOF, the Chao Fa 
struggle against the Pathet Lao gov­
ernment hasn't yet completely van­
ished from sight in the United States. 

Also, thanks for coming of age, 
SOF. You have the right stuff. 

Peter Kessler 
Bronx, New York 

THE OLD DEBATE ... Here we go 
again - the old debate of armor vs. 
mobility ("Marines For All Seasons," 
July '91 ). In my view, building an 
infantry fighting vehicle for the Marines 
would be an extremely difficult task. 

It has been determined that an 
armored vehicle impregnable to mod­
ern antiarmor missiles and heavy guns 
would have to weigh something like 
100 tons, and need a 2,000-3,000 hp 
engine just to move it. After making 
such a vehicle capable of carrying 
troops, equipping it with a heavy 
enough gun, and protecting it with 
sufficient armor, it would be too heavy. 
There are other possibilities, however. 
The GM Canada/MOWAG type LAV-
25 8x8 is one versatile design, al­
though I feel its 25mm gun is insuffi­
cient. The military seems to realize 
this, too, and is considering a 35mm 
gun, which fires the Oerlikon 
35x228mm round, as well as a new 
50mm round. 

In my view, the Marines should 
upgrade the LAV-25 with a bigger gun, 
and also procure a highly mobile fire­
support vehicle which would use a 
large tank-type gun. The latter vehicle 
ought to be a heavy-wheeled 8x8 
similar to the OTO Melara 6638 G 
Centauro, or the new South African 
Armscor AFV-76. 

The AFV-76 is very fast (75 mph), 
weighs about the same as the Bradley 
IFV, and has armor capable of with­
standing hits from Soviet Zu-23 23mm 
automatic guns. 

Brian P. Dumas 
Easton, Connecticut 

Something on your mind? Write and 
tell us about it. We reserve the right 
to edit for content and brevity. Send 
letters to: FLAK, c/o SOF, PO Box 
693, Boulder, CO 80306 ~ 
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• --Desert Storm Patches 

M 

5. 

6. 

Item# 

NAnoNALDEfEHS~&SWASIA 
(.th.1Wu'611UJ for!Je,,w;Z S~) 
RIBBONS NQW IN/I CAil for~! 

1. DS-606 Desert Storm patch, large . . . S3.95 
2. DS-605 Desert Storm patch, small .. . .... $3.50 
3. DS-611 Mission Accomplished, large ... . . $3.95 
4. DS-610 Mission Accomplished, small . . $3 .50 
5. DS-620 Desert Storm US Flag . . $3.50 
6. US-912 US Flag in Desert Colors (2" X 3") $2.95 

US Navy UDT/SEAL Swim Trunks 
Prized possessions of the elite Navy SEALS. these no frills 

shorts are made for action. Features: large back pocket; 
button fly ; adjustable cinch waist belt; military spec hard­
ware and construction . Made in USA. 
Sizes: 30, 32 , 34, 36, 38, 40. Item # C-230. Choose: 
D Khaki (official color; 50% cotton/ 50% poly) .... $21.95 
D Tiger Stripe (Vietnam pattern, 100% cotton) .... $24.95 

Desert Storm T-Shirts 
bold , multicolor designs are silkscreen­

ed onto a heavyweight 50/ 50 t-shirt. 
Made in USA. 
(Shirts # 1, 4, 6 have bright overlay print 
of " USA Kicks Butt" ; shirt # 3 overlay 
print of " Mission Accomplished") 
Any shirt $10.95/each; 
any 3 for $9.95/each. 1. 

Item # 
1. DS-205 Tank 
2. DS-206 Welcome Home Flag 
3. DS-207 Soldiers with Gas Masks 
4. DS-21 0 Jet Plane 
5. DS-211 Welcome Home Eagle 
6. DS-212 Soldiers wtth Helmets 

US Navy UDT /SEAL 4. 

Shirts Each shirt is boldly emblazoned with the 
official SEAL emblem silkscreened onto the 

est. Made in USA. 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL. Choose: 
D T-shirt, Navy blue- heavyweight 

50150 fabric Item #T-605 . .. $9.95 
D SEAL Special Operations 
Reversible Shirt- super heavy.weight 

(2 shirts in 1' ); 100% cotton. Navy blue 
reverses to bright gold for emergency 
spotting & signalling . 
ltem#T-606 .$19.95. 

SHIPPING 
~ease include appropriate shipping costs from chart 

below with each order. Amounts shown include costs of 
postage, packaging , insurance and handling . 
Orders up to $10,00 . . . $3.95 
Orders $10.01 to $20.00 . . . $4.95 
Orders $20.01 to $50.00 . $5.95 
Orders $50 01 to $70.00 . . . . .. $6.95 
Orders $70.01 to $100.00 . . . . .... $7.95 
Orders $100.01 to $200.00 . . .......... $8.95 
Orders over $200.01 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.95 

Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. 

Action Videos - all are about 30 minutes in 
VHS format . . ..... $14.95/each. 

General Norman H. Schwarzkopf-
A chronicle of this warrior's life . . Item # B-61 D. 
Navy SEALS - The Real Story -
action footage from Vietnam' . . Item # B-605. 
Apache Attack Helicopters- ride in the cockpit & see the 
awesome power used in Operation Desert Stonm 1 . 

.. Item #B-640 

Designed by the US Army Psychological Operations group 
(PSYOPS), millions of these leaflets were dropped by US 
F· 16 jets onto the entrenched Iraqi troops. Proof of their el· 
fectiveness was seen dramatically on TV sets around the 
world as thousands of Iraqi soldiers surrendered while wav­
ing their Safe Conduct Pass leaflet above their heads' 

Kaufman's has meticulously reproduced the original 12 
PSYOPS Propaganda Leaflets . We have printed them in ex­
acting detail and send them complete with English transla­
tions . Several of the leaflets share the same front , a full color 
counterteit of the 25 Dinar (Iraqi currency) because the Iraqi 
soldier could be shot for possessing propaganda from the 
enemy. This way , the soldiers could fold the leaflet in half 
and it looked like a regular bill' Also included in the set is the 
now-famous Safe Conduct Pass. 

Read for yourself the powertul , psychologically compell­
ing arguments that convinced tens of thousands of Iraqi 
troops to lay down their arms rather than fight II 

Item #DS-150 . . '9.95/set 

IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 

WE SHIP C.O.D.- C.O.D. FEE $5.95 

Sony! No Dog Tag PrlnUng Orders By Telephone. 

• Dog Tag Silencers - biack. non­
glare rubber bumpers for tag. 
Item #X-650 ......... . ... . . ... .. . $1.95/palr. 

WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42ND ST., 

NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 
(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 
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FORMER FRENCH 
LEGIONNAIRES, NOTE ... 

Former members of the French For­
eign Legion now res iding in the United 
States are to have their own associa­
tion. Membership requirements in­
clude: engages vo/antaires for at least 
five years unless service interrupted by 
wounds or sickness ; engages volan­
taires for 1914-1918 or 1939-1945 
wars and service with a Regiment de 
March of the Legion or in a unit of 
foreign volunteers ; widows, direct de­
scendants or ascendants of officers, 
NCOs or legionnaires who have died in 
direct service to France. 

Any person resident in the United 
States who meets the above qualifica­
tions should contact John A. King , PO 
Box 1147, Laramie, WY 82070. Please 
state your qualifications and , if possi­
ble , enclose a copy of your Certificate 
de Bonne Conduite, your matricule or 
other documentary evidence. 

MIDDLE EAST EMPLOYMENT 
Accord ing to The Fischer Report, 

the cost of rebuilding Kuwait could 
easily top $100 billion and take from 
seven to 1 O years. Many companies 
are already on site: Bechtel Corp. has 
a contract for rebuilding the oil indus­
try, Turner International is restoring the 
royal palace and the ministerial com­
plex, and many companies hold con -
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tracts with the Kuwaiti government 
directly. 

If you want more information on 
employment in the Middle East, write 
or call : Group Fischer, Manlink Serv­
ices, 110 Newport Center Dr., Suite 
150, Newport Beach, CA 92660; 
phone (714) 759-3374; fax (714) 
760-1972. 

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT 
SOF Publisher/Editor Robert K. 

Brown was re-elected to the NRA 
board of directors for another three­
year term, garnering the third-highest 
number of votes of all candidates. 

AFGHANS ABANDONED? 
Conspicuously absent from the 

1992 budget request from the Bush 
administration to Congress was contin­
ued funding to support the Afghan 
freedom fighters. Nationalist Chinese 
. .. contras .. . mujahideen ... 
who 's next? 

MURDER OF KAL FLIGHT 007 
According to Accuracy in Media , the 

U.S. press and TV networks have 
refused to react to astounding Soviet 
revelations in Izvestia about the shoot­
ing down of Korea Air Lines flight 007 
in September 1983. At the time, the 
Soviets claimed they mistook the civil ­
ian airliner for an American spy plane 

and shot it down when it refused to 
heed a radio warning . U.S. media 
accepted this version; NBC even made 
a TV movie starring Angela Lansbury 
as a grieving mother who blamed the 
U.S. government for using a passen­
ger plane on a spy mission . 

In interviews published 24 and 25 
January, Lt. Col. Bennadi Osipovich , 
pilot of the plane that shot down KAL 
007, admitted that he was ordered by 
his superiors to lie about the details: he 
now admits that he knew the plane he 
shot down was not a reconnaissance 
plane; he did not try to contact KAL 007 
by radio; he did not fire any warning 
shots; and KAL 007 was flying with its 
lights on , unthinkable for a reconnais­
sance mission . 

What about some reaction from the 
New York Times and networks that 
were so quick to accuse the U.S. of 
causing the death of 269 passengers? 

RIVERBOAT CAPTAINS 
American expatriates in Riyadh, 

Saudi Arabia, are offering to commis­
sion any returning Desert Storm troops 
or journalists as Arabian riverboat cap­
tains in their organization , The Notable 
Or Anyway Honorable Society of Ara­
bian Riverboat Captains (N .O.A.H.S. 
A.R.C.). 

The fact that there are no rivers or 
streams in Saudi Arabia hasn't 
stopped such notables as Colin Powell 
from accepting a commission . 

Privileges include "authorization for 
navigation on all rivers between the 
Red Sea and the Persian Gulf, free 
tugboat service in the event of mirage 
grounding, priority over ships of the 
desert at highway crossings, and ac­
cess to all legal alcoholic beverages 
during off-duty hours" (there are no 
legal alcoholic beverages in Saudi 
Arabia). 

For your commission, send self­
addressed , stamped envelope to 
N.O.A.H.S. A.R.C., 48 Los Palos 
Drive , San Luis Obispo CA 93401 . 

SOF KNOWS PUBLISHING 
EXCELLENCE 

For the second year running , SOF 
was a finalist in Magazine Week 's 
publishing excellence awards in the 
category of "men's lifestyle," against 
such competition as Playboy, Men's 
Health and Private Clubs. 
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A "Cut Above" The Rest! 
Introducing the new Gryphon M30Al 

A knife is only as good as the materials from which it's made, and from point to pommel, the 
new Gryphon M30Al is unsurpassed! It should be--it was designed by world famous knife 

maker Robert Terzuola. Absolutely no compromise has been made to bring you the M30Al--the 
finest combat knife money can buy. You will feel the quality of the M30Al the first time you 
pick it up. It's produced by skilled craftsmen in Seki, Japan. Nestled in the mountains, Seki 
has been Japan's sword-making capital for centuries. 

The best blade money can buy 
The M30Al 's razor-sharp 6 1I4" blade is made from ATS-34 steel, the choice of most 

premier custom knife makers in America--and w hat a blade it is! The massive full­
length tang extends to, and becomes part of, the lanyard hole for maximum strength. 
Each blade is double hollow-ground by hand, expertly sub-zero quenched and double 
tempered for added durability and edge retention. Each blade is Rockwell tested 
(Re 58-59) to assure perfection. The Rockwell test mark is clearly visible on the 
blade of each M30Al. But that's only the beginning. 

A handle you can hold onto 
Without a properly designed handle, your knife is next to worthless. The 

Gryphon M30Al has a handle designed to fit anyone's hand comfortably. 
The handle is made from durable DuPont Zytel which has been UV and 
heat stabilized--the result, a handle that is impervious to the elements. 
You'll get a secure grip in any position because the handle is lightly 
checkered and slightly ridged for a positive, non-slip grip. The low top 
guard allows you to place your thumb on the back of the blade for 
maximum control and extra leverage when cutting. 

A sheath truly worthy of this knife 
A knife as fine as the Gryphon M30Al deserves a superior 

sheath. Gryphon Knives realized the importance of a top-quality 
sheath and teamed up with renowned sheath-maker Blackie 
Collins to create something special. The result of Blackie's 
handicraft is a fan tastic Cordura sheath, made specially for 
the Gryphon M30Al. It's stitched with heavy thread and 
quadruple-riveted. It's lined with a thick rubber welt to 
protect the user and the knife blade. And it's finished off 
with a sturdy snap closure which keeps your knife secure 
in its sheath. A Bianchi military-spec belt fastener is 
included for use with G.I. pistol belts. A handy leg tie-
down keeps the sheath doubly secure. 

An ironclad guarantee 
Each Gryphon knife is backed in full by an 

ironclad lifetime guarantee against defects. We 
know you'll love your Gryphon M30Al. But just 
in case you don't, we'll take it back, no 
questions asked. Just try it for 30 days. Use it. 
See how it performs for you. If you're not 
completely satisfied the Gryphon M30Al is 
everything we claim, simply return it for a 
prompt, courteous refund. 

For fastest service, l:EI 
USA & CANADA Toll-Free Order Line [··•·l 

f:.\~GRYPHON 
~KNIVES 

GRYPHON MJOAI 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Blade steel . .. ATS-34 
Re hardness ....... 58-59 
Blade length .... .. 6 l / 4H 

~~,"!~~,~~~~~,~~ ::~}lt-4" 
Weight, knife .. ... 8.4 oz 

~~~chit~ ~-1·~~~'..I.~ ::: f.~~~~ 

--------~ 
Mai l o rd er for m 0 

Yes, please rush me _ Gryphon M30A 1 combat knives@ 
$225 each. I understand that if I am not completely satisfied 

I may re turn my order \vithin 30 days £or a full refund. Please 
include the latest Cutlery Shoppe catalog with my order. 

Your Name ____________ _ 

Add ress _____________ _ 

City, Sla le, Zip _________ _ 

Daytime Phone ( __ ) -------

0 Check o r Money Order e nclosed (checks held 21 days) 

D Please charge my VISA, MASTERCARD or DISCOVER 

Credit card # 

Expiration da te ___ _ 

Authorized signature-----------

Mail to: Cuilery Shoppe Dept. SF 
5461 Kendall Streel 
Boise, Idaho 83706-1248 

Shipping & Handling: call }.;,§,QQ:?.~_!:,1?72 ii X $5 to 48 states--$10 for C.O.D. (cash only-48 states) --$7 to P.O. 
Box, APO, FPO, AK, HI, PR & VI -- SlO Jo CANADA. Foreign 
orders please call, write or fax for shipping costs. 
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SOFSCOOP 
Defence magazine noted that a 

recent technical symposium of the 
Small Arms Systems Division of the 
American Defense Preparedness 
Association featured SOF's tech editor 
Peter Kokalis giving an expose of the 
7.62x62mm Soviet low-signature car­
tridge, unearthed November 1989 in El 
Salvador by SOF correspondent Ed 
Bishop (see "Mystery Bullet," May '90 
and "Silent Killers" sidebar to "Com­
Bloc Connection," July '90) . The world 
reads it first in SOF. 

FREE OLLIE 
The Supreme Court let stand an 

appeals court ruling that vacated all 
convictions against Oliver North in the 
Iran-Contra affair. North was convicted 
of accepting an illegal gratuity, aiding 
and abetting obstruction of Congress, 
and destruction of documents. The 
ruling was that his conviction in a lower 
court may have been affected by 
witnesses being allowed to refresh 
their memories by listening to North's 
congressional testimony, after his hav­
ing been granted immunity from prose­
cution for his testimony. 

Independent Counsel Lawrence 
Walsh said he will proceed with a 
hearing that will try to determine 
whether the conviction was the result 
of tainted testimony. If it is found that 
the testimony was tainted, the convic­
tion and perhaps the indictment will be 
thrown out of court. 
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LOST CHANCE 
A military sniper from an elite 

SpecOps unit had Saddam Hussein in 
his crosshairs during a secret mission 
last October, but opted to shoot the 
Iraqi president with a camera instead. 
According to information checked out 
by Seattle television station KIRO-TV, 
the sniper was roughly 800 meters 
away from Hussein as the Iraqi leader 
came through the Kuwaiti airport. " I 
nudged my buddy and said, 'Does that 
look like who I think it is? ' And he didn't 
know so I put up my scope and looked 
at him." 

The sniper, who spoke on the condi­
tion that his unit not be identified, said 
his team's mission, which took place 
months before the actual beginning of 
the Gulf War in January, involved 
gathering intelligence and photo­
graphs of Iraqi weapons and positions. 

SOF spoke with KIRO, and came 
away satisfied that the story is true. 
Why didn't the sniper take his shot 
when he had the chance? " If I would 
have done it," the sniper told KIRO, "a 
lot of people would have been happy 
even if I did flub up my mission . But 
(the) mission comes first and I wasn't 
told to do it (take out Saddam) ." Too 
bad ... 

MiG OVER KEY WEST 
Major Orestes Lorenzo Perez, for­

merly a pilot in Castro's air force, 
defected to the United States on 20 
March 1991 by flying his supersonic 

MiG-27BN Flogger from Cuba to Key 
West. His daring, low-level escape 
flight was apparently undetected by 
American air defense radar, and the 
Cuban pilot had to circle Boca Chica 
Naval Air Station several times while 
waiting for permission to land. Unable 
to establish radio contact, Perez flew 
with his landing gear extended to 
signal his peaceful intentions. After 
getting a green light to touch down, the 
pilot received a warm welcome from 
Navy personnel , who treated him to 
fast food from McDonald's (or was that 
MiGDonald's?) and a six-pack of beer. 
NORAD officials, who admit that no 
attempt was made to intercept Maj. 
Perez's MiG, are still trying to explain 
why the air defense network failed to 
notice the high-speed defection. 

VIOLETA FAILS TO DELIVER 
According to the National Center for 

Public Policy Research (NCPPR) , a 
Washington, D.C., think tank, Nicara­
guan President Violeta Chamorro has 
failed to implement reforms she prom­
ised during her campaign. Her pledge 
to expand democratic freedoms and 
human rights , place the Nicaraguan 
military and police under civilian con­
trol, and institute sweeping economic 
reforms to foster free, competitive en­
terprise and encourage foreign invest­
ment were largely responsible for the 
$300 million aid package the U.S. had 
to send to Nicaragua last year. 

Dissident members of her UNO 
(National Opposition Union) party have 
claimed that her government has en­
tered into a secret alliance with the 
Sandinista party, moving it away from 
a reform agenda. They cite as evi­
dence Chamorro's veto of legislation 
approved by the UNO-dominated Na­
tional Assembly that would have cut 
$19.6 million from the Sandinista mili­
tary budget. 

The NCPPR has called for the U.S. 
to suspend further support for the 
Nicaraguan government until 
Chamorro makes a "determined effort 
to implement exigent military, eco­
nomic and political reforms ... U.S. aid 
to Nicaragua should serve as a hand­
up, not a hand-out."~ 
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B D • f & S $$$ f Visa, MasterCard & American Express! u y I rec ave . Call 1-708-640-777 4 for Fast Delivery! 

Tap Detector 
Protection for 
your phone. 
computer 
modem. 
FAX or 
1elex. 

Tap Detector -
an indispensable too l 

'~ whi c; h leis you know when 
anyone is lapping ei1her your 
home or office phone. If the 

green ligh1 goes out you know 
someone is listening in! You can 
then continue your conversation. 
alter its course or simply end it. 
Use ··Tap Detector"' and have 
peace of mind. Easy instructions. 
#31 1400 (Reiai l 55e.) $29.95 

"The Big One" 
World's Largest 
Surviva l Knife 

Thi s is the knife you've been 
wai ling for! Made tough, it 
features a big I 0 inch 420 
stainless steel blade. Sports 
men, hunters, fishennen, 
and campers will find 
"The Big One" can lake 
it no mailer how tough 
the 1ask. It 's more than 
just a knife. Features: 
• 5" watert igh1 black 
aluminum hollow 
lrnndle. 
• Liquid filled 
com pass. 
• Rugged black 
leathe r sheat h 
wi th sharp­
en ing stone. 

• Survival 
kit inside 

handle fea-
tures wire 

saw, matches, 
needles, nylon 

line, fi shhooks, 
and sinkers. 

# 177 18 
$29.95 

Double-Lock Handcuffs 
Official Detect ive 1ype carried by 
pol ice officers. ickel plated. 
#270200 $15.95 

ew ThumbcufTs $9.95 

Grenades 
Look and feel like 
the real thing but 
are co mpl e te ly 
ha rml ess. Full 
we igh! with de­
lachab le lever 
and pin. WW 11 
Pineapple. 
# 1721GO $9.95 

Black Book of Dirty Tricks 
Improvised Mun i1ions Handbook-1 he most sought 
after here-10-fore impossible 10 obtain Am1y Man­
ual. Revea li ng chapters on: Mines & Grenades. 
Sma ll Arms Weapons & Ammo. Mortars & Rock­
ets, Incendiary Dev ices, Fuses. Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms. Te lls how 10 make Rocket Launch­
e rs, Pistols, Sho1guns and Recoilless Rifles from 
easy 10 obtain materia ls and more! # BB $10.00 

Compact , s ilem and dead ly. Powerful 40 lb. 
draw. Micro-adjustable sights. Aluminum 
body, contoured pistol grips. 11 - 1/4" overall. 
Cornes wi th 3 - 6" bolls. 
#2 14005 $49.95 

Badges & 
ID Case 

Fla11111 your 
a11thority! 

6 Styles 

Professional badges-Special Investigator. Security 
Guard. Spec ial Officer. Deputy Sheriff, Special 
Police, Private Detective. 1-1 /2" wide. 2-1/4" high. 
Nickel plated brass. Specify model when ordering. 
Comes complete with badge holder and ID Card. 
#B5 $9.95 

Look-a- like, f<:>e l-a-like, 
and shoot-a- like model of the 
famous .357 Python. Fires .1 77 
caliber pellets al velocitie up to 
390 fps. 6" rifled sreel barrel for 
incred ible accuracy. Comes wi th 
6 and I 0-shot cylinders. 
#464403 (Reta il $85.) $69.95 

$3.95 
$4.95 

.1 77 Cal. Pelle1s, 250/pkg. 
C02 Cartridges, 5 to pack 

RAMBO® Knives 
Available at Last! 
Licensed reproductions 
of the actual kni ves 
used by Sy lves te r 
Sta llone in the 
movies: 
First Blood. 
Rambo II & ~ 

Rambo Ill. /; 

comes with a 
top quality 

leather sheath! 

RAMBO First Blood 
14" overall , 9" stainless 

steel blade.#K I 00 $89.95 
RAMBO® Firs t Blood , 
Part II : 15-3/8" overall , IO" 
s1ainless s1ee l blade. 
# KI 0 I $89.95 
RAMBO® III: 16" overall . 
I I" sta inle s s1eel blade. 
#KI 06 $99.95 

New 70,000 Volt Mini-Zapper 
Smallest, li gh1es1 stun gun available. Weighs only a 
few ounces bul packs a 1r1.000 volt bite that wil I stop 
any auacker. One second jolt causes muscle spasms 
and dazed condition but no permanent damage. 
Under no condition can you suffer a charge-back 10 
you r body. I year warranty. Uses 9 vo lt bauery. 
#3 10802 $49.95 
Ni-Caci Battery & Charger #310801 $ 19.95 
New Big Daddy - 120,000 volts of stopping power. 
#3 10805 $89.95 

Tear Gas Guns 
Ei!!hl shot .22 ca liber revolver or 6-shol 
automatic fires tear gas cartridges or 
blank as fas t as you can pu ll the trigger. 
Heavy-d ut y meta l construction wi th 
quick, easy ejection. Checkered grips. 
Comes with holster, tear !!as and blanks. 
#260 I I 0 Blue Revolvet $29.95 
#260510 Blue Automatic $29.95 
Exira Tear Gas ( I 0) $4.00 
Blank (50) $4.00 

Not a toy! You must be 21 to order! 

"Little Black Box" 
Amazing device automatica lly starts 
your recorder whenever the te le­
phone is picked up and slops recorder 
when phone is hung up! Attaches 
anywhere along the line . Plugs into 
any recorder. Creates no interference 
or noise on line. I "x2"x2". Warning: 
Not 10 be u ed for surveillance! 
#3 10 101 Alligator Clip $34.95 
#3 10 102 ModularPlug $34.95 
New IO-Hour Recorder is the ideal 
compan ion for "Lillie Black Box". 
#310200 $159.95 

"Phaser" Super Tear Gas 
The safest personal defense product ava il ­
able. High compression jet spray will stop 
auackers al distances up to 20 feel. Render 
assa ilam inslanlly helpless, causing ex treme 
burning 10 eyes. nose and throat. Works on 
dogs, drunks, psychotics and drug users. Wi 11 
no! cause permanent injury. 4-5/8" . 
#26 120 1 

" Super Snooper" 
Extremely sensi 1i ve, pointable, electron ic 
I istening device amp Ii fies and feeds all avai 1-
able sounds 1hrough stereo headphones (in­
cluded). Aulomatic shut-off circui1 meas­
ures incoming signal and protects you from 
harn1ful high volume noise. You can hear a 
whisper al I 00 yds.: a car door shuning at 5 
blocks: your dog hot on a trail 2 miles away. 
Uses standard 9-volt ba11ery. Warning: No1 
10 be used fo r eavesdropping. 
#3 10300 $99.95 
Bionic Booster increases the receivi ng sur­
face area 37 times, making it more direc­
tional and powerful. Snaps on and off eas il y. 
#3 1030 I $39.95 

Ordering Information 
By Mail: Use coupon or separate shee1. Mail with check, money orderorcredi l card info 
10 You r Supply Depol. Ltd., 183 1 W. Algonqui n Rd ., #2 15, Mt. Prospect, lL 60056 
By Phone: Call 1-708-640-7774. Have all product and credil card information ready. 
Hours 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. CST Monday-Friday. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! r,-----------------, Your Supply Depot, Ltd. Telephone: (708) 640·7774 

1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 SF991 

QI)'. Number Descriplion/S ize/Color Price 

Sublutal 
Charge my: Visa 0 MasterCard D Amcx D Shipping/Hand. $5.50 
Expiralion D:11c _ _________ _ 7% Tax-/L Res 011/y 

C:ord# ___________________ _ Total 

Name. _ ____________________ ____ _ 

Address _____________ ____ _______ _ 

City ________________________ _ 

State _____ Zip _____ _ 
Phone --------~ 

Supply Dcpo1 docs not warrant that you may lega lly purchase. possess or carry air guns. stun 
guns. c1c. By ordering you acknowledge that you arc an ndu h :.md there arc no legal restrictions 

L.:o purchas ing. .J 
._ _____________________________ __:__ -----------------
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IN REVIEW 

THERE seems to be a small 
reawakening to the fact that 
41 years ago the United 

States led other countries of the United 
Nations in a vicious no-quarter war 
against a communist aggressor which 
took the lives of 33,629 Americans. 

A war memorial to Korean veterans 
is finally going to be located in Wash­
ington, D.C. - although the artistic 
bureaucrats there are delaying com­
pletion by hand-wringing arguments 
about just how "warlike" it ought to be. 

TV commentators and newspaper 
editorial writers discovered, some to 
their surprise, that the Persian Gulf 
War wasn't the first to be fought under 
auspices of the U.N. There is even the 
occasional bumper sticker (usually on 
a pickup truck) : "Korea Vet And Proud 
Of It." 

Now, D.M. Giangreco, an editor for 
the U.S. Army professional journal 
Military Review, has produced a picto­
rial history of that bloody conflict. 
Although the author is not a Korean 
War veteran , his work furnishes an 
eloquent depiction of what it meant to 
be a fighting man on that Asian pen­
insula. 

Giangreco has done a superb job in 
text and photo selection alike. His 
photos are not the tired old familiar 
shots from the commercial sources so 
often seen as Korean War illustrations. 
Most of these were taken by unsung 
Army or Marine combat photogra­
phers, some of whom died doing their 
jobs. Others come via Navy and Air 
Force aerial cameras. 

Also, this author names specific 
units and often identifies the men and 
circumstances. "Privates Robert Smith 
and Carl Fisher of the 25th Infantry 
Division fire on communist troops from 
their ridgetop position 500 yards west 
of Haman, Monday, 4 September 
(1950)," for example. 

Korean War veterans, when exam­
ining this book, will remember their 
youth - and where they left it in that 
land of extremes. 

But Giangreco has accomplished 
more than serving up poignant memo­
ries to aging participants of a war long 
forgotten by most who did not serve in 
it. The Korean War will one day be 
recognized as one of the great turning 
points of history. Soviet Union-inspired 
international communism came to a 
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great thundering collapse in 1989-
1990, much to the world 's surprise. 

But that collapse began in 1950 
when the U.N., under American leader­
ship, met the challenge of brutal armed 
aggression by a communist invader of 
a peaceful neighbor. Korea can be 
compared to the Civil War battle of 
Antietam: a tactical standoff, but a 
tremendously significant strategic vic­
tory for freedom. And this book both 
commemorates and immortalizes 
those who paid the price to achieve 
that triumph . 

War in Korea 1950-1953 by D.M. 
Giangreco, published by Presidio 
Press, 1991 . $40. Reviewed by Bob 
Poos. 

I F Bo Jackson knows football and 
baseball, L.H. "Bucky" Burruss 
knows Special Ops. There is no 

novelist in the world today who has a 
more thorough, complete, and intimate 
professional knowledge of this particu­
lar subject, as Burruss' second novel 
very impressively demonstrates. 

After serving four straight tours with 
Special Forces, including two years 
with the Nha Trang Mike Force in 
Vietnam, Burruss later completed the 
British SAS course and was one of the 
first two officers recruited by Colonel 
Charlie Beckwith to form the original 
nucleus of Delta Force. 

As the S-3 (operations officer) of 
Delta, he participated in the attempted 
rescue operation in Iran, and, as the 
deputy CO of Delta, later participated 
in the Grenada operation . Since his 
retirement as a lieutenant colonel in 

1986, he has written three books: his 
own autobiography, Mike Force, and 
another novel, A Mission for Delta. 

The fact that he is not yet a particu­
larly good novelist does not seriously 
detract from the unique value of his 
stories for those real connoisseurs of 
this sub-genre of the adventure novel. 
For sheer authenticity based on exten­
sive, insider knowledge, plus an une­
qualed network of former comrades-in­
arms to call on, if necessary, to get all 
the little technical details just right, 
Burruss already ranks with the likes of 
J.C. Pollock in a special class of 
authors. 

Unlike the technical authenticity of 
Tom Clancy's stories, most of this kind 
of information is simply not available in 
public libraries. Burruss has personal 
knowledge both of the kind of people 
who excel in Special Operations, and 
of the kind of detailed planning and 
training on which such operations are 
based . He thinks like an S-3 of Delta 
Force, and when he is thinking about 
the detailed nitty-gritty of what it actu­
ally takes to make a real-world, real­
time Special Forces operation work 
properly, he writes the way a Special 
Forces' S-3 thinks. 

Clash of Steel may not be great 
literature, but it certainly is a great read 
for those hypercritical SOF readers 
who are themselves combat veterans 
of real Special Forces units, whether 
Army, Navy, Marine or Air Force. 
Reading this story is like being inside a 
restricted area listening to a classified 
briefing and brief-back for a special 
mission so hairy that no one would 
even believe it, if they hadn't already 
seen comparable ones in other circum­
stances. 

Specifically, Clash of Steel is about 
what the 10th Special Forces Group 
has been trained to do for the past 30 
years, if Mother Russia and her War­
saw Pact allies had ever decided to try 
to rush the Fulda Gap: stay behind and 
fight them to the death in small teams 
with some very sophisticated antitank 
and antiaircraft weapons. Burruss' 
story is set in Iran, but there is no doubt 
about the original theater for which 
these special tactics and technology 
were developed. 

Clash of Steel by L.H . Burruss, 
published by Pocket Books, 1990. 
$4.95. Reviewed by James Mcleroy.~ 
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The International Arthurian Society 
C/o The Franklin Mint 
Franklin Center, Pennsylvania 19091 
Please enter my order for the authorized re-creation 
of King Arthur's Excalibur sword. Crafted of hand­
polished tempered steel and embellished with 
sterling silver and 24 karat gold electroplate. The 
custom-designed display is included at no addi­
tional cost. 

I need send no money now. I will be billed in 10 
equal monthly installments of $67.50' each, begin­
ning prior tO shipment. "Plus mystatcsalcstax. 

Please mail by September 30, 1991. 

SIGNATURE ______________ _ 
.... LL ORDERS ARE. SUBIECT TO ACCEPTANCE. 

MR/ MRS/ MISS _____________ _ 
PLEASE PR!f\:I Cl.EARLY. 

ADDRESS _______________ _ 

CITY/STATE/ ZIP ____________ _ 
85468- 76 



WORLD SITREP 
ANGOLA 

Peace accord signed in Portugal by Presi­
dent dos Santos and Jonas Savimbi, 
ending 16 years of internal war. U.S., Soviet 
representatives in attendance. 

BOLIVIA 
First of 112 U.S. military advisers arrive to 
assist in training armed forces in counter­
drug operations. 

CUBA 
Daily bread ration cut to 3 ounces per 
person ... Remaining 2,000 troops with­
drawn from Angola .. . Plans to w ithdraw its 
1,500-man force from Congo, deployed 
there since 1975. 

CSFR 
Last Soviet tank in the Czech and Slovak 
Federal Republic - part of a Prague 
monument honoring Soviet soldiers - is 
repeatedly painted pink, the last time by 
15 anticommunist lawmakers protesting 
charges against student for "cultural 
desecration.·· 

ENGLAND 
Introduces heavily armed antiterrorist vans 
to patrol capital round the clock, react 
immediately to any terrorist attacks; 
"armed response vehicles" to be oper­
ated by Scotland Yard's tactical firearms 
unit - cops on beat usually unarmed ... 
Royal Air Force considering a buy of F-117 
stealth attack craft. 

ETHIOPIA 
President Mengistu flees as rebel troops 
take capital of .Addis Ababa; rebels topple 
Marxist government, now seek to restore 
order ... Anti-American protesters shot by 
rebels .. . Eritrean rebels say they w ill form 
independent government . . . Officials ap­
peal for help to feed 1 million refugees 
from neighboring Somalia and Sudan. 

GERMANY 
Terrorist Susanne Albrecht sentenced to 
12 years for killing banker, attempted 
assassination of Gen. Alexander Haig when 
he was NATO commander. 
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ALBANIA AFGHANISTAN 
Exiled King Zahir Shah proposes plan for 
peace that includes free elections and 
parliamentary system; embattled commu­
nist President Najibullah offers truce to 
rebels, to give U.N.-sponsored peace plan 
chance to work. 

General strike involving nearly a half-millfon 
workers paralyzes all main industries during 
d ispute with communist government over 
wages. 

INDIA 
Former Prime Minister Gandhi assassinated 
by terrorist bomb in Tamil Nadu State 
during elections, ending Gandhi/Nehru 
dynasty that ruled India since independ­
ence and partition; confusion, violence in 
wake of assassination ... India Congress 
Party asks widow Sonia to be new chief; 
she declines .. . Tamil woman arrested for 
bombing. 

IS RAEL 
To receive F-15 fighters and funding for 
development of Arrow missiles ... Has sold 
Python air-to-air missile technology to PRC 
for PL-8H naval air-defense system. 

ITALY 
Four Lupo-class frigates and six 
Assad-class corvettes originally 
built for Iraq (valued at $2.5 
billion) seeking a market since the 
embargo on Iraq; probably will 
go to Algeria. 

KUWAIT 
Cost of rebuilding 
oil industry now 
estimated at $40-
$50 billion. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 
Croatia declares itself an independent state 
in document signed by republic's presi­
dent, Franjo Tudjman ... Anny reserves 
called up after defense minister declares 
that a cMI war has begun. 

LEBANON 
Lebanese anny on high alert after Israeli jets 
blast guerrilla base, killing official of Syrian­
backed Amal militia and two visiting Pales­
tinian rebel commanders. 

MEXICO 
Drug gangs at Matamoros prison clashed, 
ignited riot, in which 18 inmates were 
killed; Federa/es called in. 
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USSR 
Georgia's nationalist leader, Zviad 
Gamsakhurdia, wins landslide victory in first 
direct presidential election in Soviet his­
tory; he p ledges his secessionist republic 
"is now a democracy" ... Rioting in Anne­
nia described as "civil war" by Soviet 
authorities. 

NEPAL 
Nepali Congress party wins first 
democratic parliamentary elections 
after three decades of absolute 
monarchy; in opposition will be a 
communist alliance ... Interim Premier 
Bhattarai quits after losing his legisla­
tive seat; King Birendra accepts resig­
nation, asks him to stay on until new 
government fonned. 

TUNISIA 
More than 300 arrested, including 100 
soldiers, for taking part in alleged funda­
mentalist Islamic p lot to overthrow Presi­
dent Ben Ali. 

SURINAME 
Caretaker President Johan Kraag, installed in 
bloodless coup last December, says he 
welcomes remarl< from Pentagon official 
that U.S. invasion not ruled out in event of 
no democratic elections; folks want closer 
ties w ith Netherlands, but army likely to 
maintain its grip. 

SRI LANKA 
Ruling party of President Premadasa wins 
elections by large margin; balloting can­
celed in northern and eastern areas embat­
tled by Tamil secessionists. 

SPAIN 
Car bomb rocks cMI guard barracks in 
northeastern Spain, killing nine people 
including four children, injuring 50; govern­
ment blames Basque separatists. 

SOUTH KOREA 
Large-scale antigovernment demonstra­
tions - more than 200,000 protesters 
fight riot police in Seoul. 

SOUTH AFRICA 
Traditional spears banned in 13 · b lack 
townships ... Approximately 1,000 Zulus 
attack squatter camp, hacking/burning to 
death more than 25 people. 

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA 
Trials of dissidents at highest level 
since 1989 crackdown ... Bush ad­
ministration continues most-favored 
nation trading status with PRC ... 
Amnesty International claims sum­
mary executions, torture, arbitrary 
arrests have increased sharply since 
Tiananmen Square massacre. 
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BATTLE BLADES 
by Greg Walker 

C
OLD Steel, the company that 
introduced the Tanto 1 O 
years ago, has recently 
added a new product to its 

fine line of cutlery - the Survival­
Rescue Knife (SAK). 

The SAK concept provides the seri­
ous knife user with an incredibly sturdy 
cutting instrument for less than $75. 
Cold Steel determined it could produce 
such a blade by offering the best 
materials possible in a simple, yet 
functional, desigh. 

Lynn Thompson, Cold Steel's chief 
executive officer, working closely with 
custom knife maker and Cold Steel 
employee Dan Maragni, elected to rely 
on the firm's selected Carbon V steel 
as the basis for the blade. As with the 
Tanto, we see Kraton, a rubber syn­
thetic, used in the handle's fabrication. 

Thompson is the first specialty-knife 
entrepreneur to use this new material 
in a production knife. Maragni's cutlery 
acumen is clearly demonstrated in the 
wonderful simplicity of the knife's lines 
and proper edge geometry. Relying on 
the classic clip-point pattern of the 
Bowie knife, the SAK offers a flat­
ground cutting edge of 5 1 /2 inches. 

First-generation knives were ground 
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Lynn Thompson's SAK was available for 
immediate deployment to Operation Desert 
Storm - SpecOps personnel report the 
knife performed beautifully. 

quite thick, making the edge difficult to 
sharpen, as reported by Spec al 
Forces personnel carrying them into 
Kuwait. Cold Steel has already revised 
the primary grind on its second­
generation knives with a finer, sharper 
edge. This change does not weaken 
the SAK blade's ability to withstand 
severe lateral stress. 

Carbon steel will discolor, rust and 
pit more readily than its stainless 
cousin. Therefore, Cold Steel provides 
the SAK with a "nightfinder" surface 
coating which is baked onto the blade. 

M OS epoxy is an excellent rust/ 
corrosion preventative, and is 
a wise choice as far as protec­

tive coatings are concerned. It does 
wear somewhat along the SRK's 
ridges, spine and blade tip with use. 
Also, it can be scratched during chop­
ping and scraping applications, or if 
you're not particularly adept at 
sharpening. When this happens, thin 
lines of rust will appear unless the 
blade is cleaned and oiled in a timely 

Cold Steel's SRK 

fashion. 
The knife's Kraton handle is molded 

around the full tang, with the brass­
lined lanyard hole positioned just 
below the SRK's butt. Recent field 
tests conducted by Fighting Knives 
suggest that Kraton may be the best 
rubber synthetic available for knife 
handles. 

Kraton is resistant to petroleum­
based products such as gasoline and 
insect repellent, and holds its shape 
even under the intense heat of the 
desert. Dan Maragni sculpted an ex­
tremely comfortable handle, offering 
side checkering and grooves for an 
enhanced grip. The knife utilizes a 
single lower guard which is integral to 
the handle. 

The SRK's sheath takes the form of 
a black Cordura scabbard. Although 
the coarse nylon is one of the most 
abrasive sheath materials in terms of 
affecting a knife's finish, its toughness 
makes it quite durable in the field . The 
SAK is held in place by a single snap 
'n' strap security system, and the wide 
belt loop will easily accommodate the 
issue military web belt. A leg tie-down 
is provided for additional security dur­
ing airborne/waterborne operations. 

Field testing of the SAK here in the 
States shows it to be a tough and 
reliable companion away from home. 
The knife becomes an extension of 
one's hand due to the wonderful er­
gonomics of the design and the use of 
Kraton in the handle. The knife's 
weight is forward, making it ideal for 
light to medium splitting and chopping 
tasks. The SRK's 6-inch blade (overall 
length) is easily maneuvered, resulting 
in a knife that is ideal for basic infantry/ 
camp applications, as well as close-in 
fighting. 

First to use the SAK was the mi litary, 
specifically those units which were 
deployed to the Persian Gulf during 
Operation Desert Shield/Storm. I know 
of at least 12 SRKs that went to 
SpecOps forces in September 1990. 

In terms of combat, the SAK per­
formed at the highest level, according 
to one Green Beret from the 5th 
Special Forces group. Both knife and 
sheath withstood the rigors of desert 
deployment well. The cutting edge 
demonstrated an expected inclination 
to rust due to the carbon steel's "raw" 
exposure to the elements. Again, 
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RUGER-The Standard Since '49 
Since irs introduction in 1949 right down to today no 
other pistol has captured the imagination of the American 
shooter like Ruger's semiautomatic .22 pistol. 

Dependable, durable, accurate: Over one million of this 
series of continually refined semiautomatic pistols have 
been produced for forty years by the original manage­
ment and engineering team The Ruger Mark II cannot 
be duplicated or improved upon by any other manufac­
turer It is the uncontested leader 

As the pistols produced for the U.S. Armed Forces, each 
new Ruger Mark II Government Target Model is individ-

ually targeted at the factory with a unique Ruger patented 
laser sighting device. The factory-test target is packaged 
with each gun. 

The semiautomatic .22 Ruger was the pistol for 1949. 
It is the pistol for 1991. It will be the pistol for 2029. 

1.(2)J STURM, RUGER .-r & Company, Ine. 
123 Lacey Place, Southport, Connecticut 06490 

Free inscruccion manuals for all Ruger fireanns are available upon requesr. 

Encireconce ncs © 1989 by Sturm, Ruger& Company 



STEYR SSIJ.Tlle new 
generation is llerel 

The new generation of counter-sniper rifles is here today-and the name is STEYR. 
We've expanded the legendary Steyr SSG line to meet the ever-increasing demands of 
modern day S. WA. T. teams with the SSG Piii, featuring an all new HS Precision synthetic 
stock-and the SSG PIV, the world's first counter-sniper rifle designed for urban police. 
When your life depends on the best, depend on Steyr! 

For more information on all Steyr products call (205) 
655-8299 or write GS/, P.O. Box 129, Trussville, AL 35173-or 
send $3.00 to the address above to receive a new Steyr 
catalog and Steyr arm patch. 

ATTEllTIDllm·. ~~ma1-
AR 15 & CAR 15 BERETIA AR 70 MAC 11/9 MIA 

......... ,i' CASHIER'S CHECK OR MONEY ORDER .. 

I ~ PERSONAL CHECKS DELAYS ORDER 

HEU-RRE SYSTEMS INC. 
""'- / P.O. Box 549, Olathe, CO 81425 

U.S.Pa1. a ()herP~tfUP(lt\d 
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ARMALITE AA 180 FAL TEC 9 30 CARBINE 
' AK 47 CONFIGURATION MINI 14 TEC 22 DAEWOO Kl . K2 

SKS TYPE 56 MINI 30 HK 91. 93. 94 
II you do, have you considered converting to FULL AUTOMATIC SELECT 
FIRE but red tape or jail time got in the way? And have you wanted to 
" Rock 'n Roll" and bought toys with cranks. levers, or three bursts that 
didn 't work! WELL. the HELL-FIRE ... trigger actuation system is here~ 
You won't ever find anything close r to a select-fire conversion. BATF 
approved and legal. 

...... How the HELL-FIRE·u system works: When the unit is installed behind 
Wiii your trigger (in seconds.) it can be micro adjusted to create a "stafic" con­

dition. This condition is offset when you pull your gun's trigger and 
countered by the bolt action. You actually will " FEEL" the trigger move 
against your finger at the same rate your gun would fire if it were con­
verted to full automatic. More than anything else the HELL-FIRE trig­
ger actuation system works! 

Please Send Me __ HELL-FIRE .• Systems <it •29" ea 

DEALERS JUMP ON THIS! 

Not~ Name ____________ _ 

BuN·toNLY Address-------------
2995 City ________ Srate __ Zip __ 

COMPLETE! Co!ori!dO Aesiden1s Add 3% 
Orders only -1 -800-833-4370 

proper cleaning and oiling will solve 
this problem. 

No breakage or bending of the tip 
was reported, even under earnest 
prying efforts by the owner. One sur­
prise was some troops' preference for 
throwing the SRK, something it was 
not designed for. 

0 
ne thing you cannot use the 
SRK for is hammering, due to 
the all-Kraton handle/pommel. 

As there are few times one would have 
to rely on a field knife for such an 
application, I don't think that this is a 
serious concern . 

A final note on the finishes - Cold 
Steel is also offering the SRX, a 
high-end version of the SRK, featuring 
a lustrous satin finish and rolled edge. 

A nice option available for the SRK 
is a custom-built Kydex sheath offered 
through the Cutlery Shoppe (1-800-
231-1272). Kydex, a plastic synthetic, 
is molded around the knife so that a 
precise fitting is attained for your spe­
cific blade. The retention system is 
integral to the sheath, doing away with 
the conventional methods associated 
with knife security. 

I recommend the SRK highly. It is a 
first-rate battle blade at an affordable 
price. User-friendly due to careful de­
sign and exacting manufacturing stan­
dards, Cold Steel's latest offering is a 

Cold Steel witnessed a number of its knives 
go overseas. These included (from top to 
bottom) the SAK, Trail Master Bowie, 
Magnum Tanto, Tanto, and Master Hunter. 
One Marine hot-wired an Iraqi officer's jeep 
with his Tanto during the push into Kuwait. 

worthy complement to their now­
legendary Tanto, a knife I feel is the 
perfect fighting tool. The SRK earned 
its battle streamers in both Kuwait and 
Iraq, a fitting testament to Lynn 
Thompson's ability to support the 
troops with the very finest "cold steel" 
available. 

For further information, contact Cold 
Steel (1-800-255-4716). Also ask the 
staff about their Special Projects cata­
log. A new division of Cold Steel, 
Special Projects offers a host of excel­
lent products at a tremendous value for 
your hard-earned dollar.~ 
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oin the Law Enforcement Alliance of America, Inc. The 
law enforcement organization that fights for crime victims, 
tough laws and law-abiding citizens' constitutional rights. 

The Law Enforcement Alliance of America, Inc. (LEAA) is a 
nationwide organization of law enforcement professionals whose 
goals include: 
• Drafting, promotion and enactment of legislation that protects 
crime victims, aids the law enforcement community and serves 
the law-abiding public. 
•Working on behalf of all Americans who still cherish traditional 
values and freedoms defined within the Constitution. 

• Advocating strict enforcement of all current laws that protect 
law-abiding Americans. 
•Advocating mandatory sentencing, li fe without parole for 
certain felon ies and the death penalty as effective deterrents to 
crime in America. 

Join LEAA, a group willing to fight the bureaucrats who have 
abandoned the death penalty and other important crime-fighting 
measures whi le trying to pass more useless gun control laws. 
The LEAA executive director states, "Law enforcement should 
join together to encourage politicians and judges to enforce the 
20,000 local , state and federal crime control laws currently on 
the books. Help us work for laws that support law enforcement, 
victims' rights and constitutional freedoms. " 
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Centre Tower I 7700 Leesburg Pike I 
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I desire the following LEAA membership: 
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$20 0 Sustaining Member (All other private citizens) 

$100 0 Benefactor Member (Clubs, organizations and individuals desi ring affiliation) I 
~1,000 0 Patron Member (Life Membership) Sf-9 1 I 
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SOF "Supergun" 

TRADITIONALLY a defensive 
weapon, the handgun has 
been a badge of authority in 
the United States military. The 

only notable exception ·to this were 
19th century cavalrymen who used 
large-caliber revolvers for mounted 
close combat. 

For today's Special Operations 
Forces (SOF) however, the handgun is 
more than a defensive weapon. ~­
cordingly, the U.S. Special Operations 
Command (USSOCOM) at MacDill Air 
Force Base, Florida, has submitted a 
Joint Service Operational Requirement 
(JSOR) for the development and field­
ing of an offensive handgun to U.S. 
Special Forces, SEALs, Rangers and 
Delta Force. 

Requirements for this weapon may 
make it a significant leap in the evolu­
tion of the fighting handgun. First and 
foremost, it is to be chambered for the 
(you guessed it) .45 ACP cartridge. 
While 9mm and 1 Omm fans may 
scream that this is a step backward, 
the requirement is based on the need 
for near instant incapacitation from a 
single torso hit. Wound effects tests 
conducted by the Department of De­
fense indicate that this is best accom­
plished with large bullets. 

This new handgun is to be used for 
silent sentry removal and for close 
quarters battle (CQB). Growing urbani­
zation throughout the world (especially 
the Third World) has increased the 
requirement for SOF to be able to 
effectively conduct urban CQB. This 
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COMBAT CRAFT 

Stalking mode 

Active aiming 
module 

weapon would obviously assist SOF in 
their counterterrorist mission. 

Sentry removal has long been rec­
ognized as a tactical problem often 
encountered in SpecOps. It is also a 
frequent cause of mission failure be­
cause of the high probability of com­
promise when neutralizing sentries. 
The new offensive handgun is envi­
sioned to meet these needs and assist 
SOF in conducting strike or direct 
action missions and in unconventional 
warfare. 

There are two modes of use for a 
handgun called for in the requirement: 
the stalking mode and the assault 
mode. The stalking mode will configure 
the weapon with its suppressor and 
detachable sight package in place. 
The assault mode will not include the 
suppressor, but will include the laser 
sight package. Empty pistol weight 
must not exceed 3 pounds. Pistol 
weight with a 10-round magazine and 
suppressor attached musf not exceed 
5 1/2 pounds. Pistol length without 
suppressor cannot exceed 1 o inches 
- 16 inches with suppressor in place 
- and pistol height is to be a maximum 
of 6 inches. 

To allow manufacturers maximum 
design flexibility, the method of opera­
tion was not specified. Trigger opera­
tion must allow single-action and dou­
ble-action operation at the discretion of 
the user. The pistol must have an 
ambidextrous external manual safety 
that fully blocks the trigger, allowing 
condition one (cocked and locked) 
carry. "Safe" must be up and "Fire" 
must be down as on the M1911A1 .45 
pistol. The weapon must also have a 
frame-mounted decocking lever that 

by Jack Sampson 

the user can manipulate with the firing 
hand, similar to the SIG family of 
pistols. 

Double-action trigger pull must be 
between 8 and 15 pounds. Single­
action pull must be between 3 and 5 
pounds. Obviously, single-action firing 
would allow for precise shot placement 
in sentry removal situations, and rapid, 
accurate follow-up shots. Double­
action carry would be very safe and 
leave the pistol ready for instant us~ if 
necessary. 

Further requirements are that the 
weapon be magazine-fed and hold at 
least 1 O rounds of .45 cal. ammunition. 
This will probably require a staggered 
column magazine and a well-designed 
grip if the weapon is to be comfortable 
for shooters with small hands. The 
weapon must fire with the magazine 
removed. And the weapon's safety, de­

cocking lever, magazine re­
lease and slide stop/slide re­

lease must all be ambidextrous and be 
operable with the firing hand alone. 

The "supergun" is to have two 
separate sighting systems. 

First is the standard square front 
post and rectangular notch rear that 
the world's competition shooters use. 
Iron sights must be adjustable and be 
capable of accepting Tritium inserts in 
the popular three-dot pattern if the 
shooter desires. 

Also, the pistol is to be equipped 
with a detachable sight package that 
should provide the user with fantastic 
advantages in a night close quarters 
gunfight. This sight package will be 
similar to the compact laser sights now 
commercially available, with some 
significant improvements. The sight 
must project a standard red dot on a 
black target visible at a range of at 
least 25 meters under normal light 
conditions. 
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I 0,000 FIREARMS BARGAINS 
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The sight package must also project 
an infrared laser beam that is invisible 
to the naked eye but can be seen with 
the current issue night vision equip­
ment used by the U.S. military (AN/ 
PVS-4,5 and 7). It must project a dot 
visible at 25 meters on a moonlit night 
to a user equipped with night vision 
goggles (NVGs). Finally, the sight 
package must have a flashlight with an 
adjustable beam that will allow an 
operator to identify a face at 25 meters 
in total darkness. The sight package 
must be small, and cannot interfere 
with the use of the iron sights or 
suppressor. The sight package must 
be adjustable for windage and eleva­
tion and give a 3-inch group at 25 
meters. It must also be waterproof and 
shock resistant. A stated earlier, the weapon is 

o come with a detachable 
ound suppressor and an inte­

gral slide lock mechanism. The specifi­
cations for the sound suppressor are 
as follows: the suppressor must reduce 
the muzzle blast to a level not detecta­
ble by human ears at a distance of 50 
feet or more; further, muzzle blast must 
be less than the noise of bullet strike, 
the strike of the round must not be 
altered by more than 2 inches after 
attachment of the suppressor, and the 
suppressor must be attachable or de­
tachable without tools in less than 15 
seconds. 

By utilizing the suppressor and the 
slide lock mechanism, the weapon 
would be nearly silent because both 
the noise of the muzzle blast and the 
noise of the mechanical operation of 
the weapon would be reduced or 
eliminated. The only drawback of the 
slide lock mechanism is that it by 
nature makes the weapon a single shot 
repeater, thus imposing serious tacti­
cal limitations. The pistol must also be 
usable in the suppressed mode with 
the slide lock off. 

The JSOR is quite specific concern­
ing ammunition. "Of the many calibers 
considered, the .45 ACP will cause the 
most rapid human incapacitation with a 
body cavity strike when using projec­
tiles that are legal under the law of land 
warfare for use against combatants." 
Game, set, and match for the Cooper/ 
Hatcher school of defensive handgun 
cartridges. The basis for the JSOR 
selection of cartridges was wound 
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Assault mode 

ballistics research that indicated that 
incapacitation was most reliably pro­
duced by large bullets producing large 
tissue cavities resulting in massive 
trauma and circulatory collapse. 

As for the 9x19mm, the JSOR 
specifically states that with shooters in 
intense COB situations, "The 9mm 
NATO cartridge, which trades .off 
trauma-producing capability for ease 
of operation by average individuals, 
NATO inter-operability, and cost," is 
inadequate. In addition to requiring the 

"supergun" to fire .45 ball (FMJ) 
ammunition, the JSOR outlines a 

need for new, improved ammunition 
that complies with law of war ammuni­
tion requirements (i.e., only ball 
ammunition on combatants), but gives 
a statistically significant improvement 
in one-shot performance over current 
FMJ rounds. This will be achieved by 
designing and procuring a high velocity 
.45 cartridge (1250-1400 .fps) with an 
improved projectile shape and/or -
construction. The "supergun" must be 
able to withstand the increased cham­
ber pressure of the new round for 
30,000 rounds with a 99% reliability 
rating. 

A second ammunition requirem~nt 
is for a non-FMJ expanding bullet, 
presumably for use against targets not 
covered by the law of war (i.e., terror­
ists). This round is to have maximum 
impact on target and should not shoot 
through the target. The usefulness of 
such a round for hostage situations 

(particularly inside aircraft) is obvious. Other types of ammunition called 
for include a plastic training 
round and an armor-piercing 

round capable of defeating type Ill 
body armor. With all four types of 
ammunition called for in the JSOR, 
U.S. SOF would be well equipped to 
deal with just about any currently 
envisioned tactical situation. 

Any weapons designer and manu­
facturer that can meet or exceed the 
performance requirements specified 
for the offensive handgun will have 
indeed built a "supergun." The 99% 
reliability rating mentioned above will 
mean that the gun will have a higher 
mean rounds between failure than any 
currently existing handgun tested by 
the U.S. military. The weapon must be 
compatible with current parachuting 
techniques and equipment (both static 
line and freefall), and place no limita­
tions on combat swimmers. Finally, its 
performance must not be degraded by 
the harsh environments in which SOF 
typically operate. The JSOR calls for 
prototype procurement in the spring of 
1992, and procurement of up to 9,000 
weapons in late 1993 or 1994. 

Procurement and fielding of the 
offensive handgun will make U.S. SOF 
the best armed close quarters shooters 
in the world. This gun, combined with 
their superior training, will give U.S. 
SOF a distinct advantage in a close 
quarter fight, and it will be an even 
more formidable weapon in defense of 
U.S interests in any future conflict.~ 
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Law Enforcement's Use of F 

• 
N the night of 3 
March this year, a 
Los Angeles resi­
dent by the name 
of George Holli­
day happened to 
witness the end of 

a high-speed chase, involving at least 15 
Los Angeles police officers and Rodney 
King, a recently paroled convict, who had 
served time for robbery. Holliday had a 
recently purchased home video camera 
wi th him, and he taped what he saw. The 
2-minute tape has won him a minor place 
in the history of both amateur photography 
and law enforcement. 

The tape showed several officers beat­
ing the shit out of King, who was kicked 
and struck numerous times with night 
sticks while he lay prostrate on the 
ground . (His lawyer claims he 
was hit 56 times and is asking 
$56 million in damages, or $1 
million a blow.) At least four 
officers appear to have been 
directly involved in beat­
ing King; the others pre­
sent made no attempt to 
stop them. 

The liberal media spent 
more than a month last 
spring endlessly rebroad­
casting Holliday's home 
video of Los Angeles cops 
beating Rodney King. For 
the left, the tape was the 
"smoking gun" they had 
been looking for more than 
20 years. The law enforce­
ment community has been 
unanimous in condemning 
the conduct shown in the 
King tape, but that has not 
stopped leftists from as­
serting that the tape shows 
normal police conduct, 
rather than aberrant behav­
ior - and that normal 
police behavior is both 
gratuitously violent and 
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by Paul Danish 

racist. 
The result, if not the intent, of the 

Rodney King video has been to persuade 
many Americans that police officers are 
berserkers with hair-trigger tempers who 
capriciously mete out punishment to the 
innocent and guilty alike. Police profes­
sional publications are saying that it will 
take a decade to repair the damage the 

King incident has done to public percep­
tions of Jaw enforcement, and no 

one is contesting the point. In 
the weeks after the inci-
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being asked by citizens they had stopped 
for minor offenses if they intended to beat 
them up "like the guy in L.A." 

There is, however, another side to this 
story and as usual, the media has chosen 
not to present it. 

The police side of the story is that while 
Rodney King certainly appears to have 
been the victim of a grotesquely excessive 
use of force, he isn't exactly nature ' s little 
nobleman. King had been convicted of and 
served time for robbery, a crime of 
violence. The incident that ended in his 
beating started when he was stopped for 
speeding by a female California Highway 
Patrol officer, and he responded by attack­
ing her and fleeing in his car. King was 
stopped after a high-speed chase, a situa­
tion that can be as dangerous as a gun fight 
for an officer but can endanger a lot more 
bystanders as well. 

They Usually Want To Fight 

One veteran California police officer 
says an officer in a chase has anywhere 
from one to five near-collisions for each 
minute it goes on. 
I IT he guy you are chasing is 

running with tc tal disregard 
for the safety of anybody on 

the street," he said. "All they are 
concerned with is escape. All you are 
concerned with is trying to stay with him, 
to catch him, and not run over some kid, 
some old lady, or T-bone some citizen or 
family's car in an intersection, or not hit 
another policeman, or not just lose it on a 
comer and broadside into a pole or 
something. You chase this idiot for 
however long the pursuit may last .... and 
at the termination point they usually jump 
out and run like quail in all directions .... 
and they usually want to fight if you 
manage to catch them.'' 

Cops involved in chases are pumping as 
much adrenalin as anyone involved in 
combat. That doesn't justify beating the 
suspect to a pulp after he has been 
subdued, but it does begin to explain how 
such a thing can happen. 

SEPTEMBER 91 

Beyond that, what the media really 
hasn ' t shown is the context in which those 
officers, and American law enforcement 
officers generally, have to perform their 
duties. That is a story that is told with 
statistics, not sound bites, and the media 
should have its nose rubbed in them. 

I tern: According to the FBI, American 
law enforcement officers made more 
than 14 million arrests in each of the 

last two years, including more than 
685,000 a year for serious crimes of 
violence. In 1989, the latter included 
22,000 for murder, 39,000 for rape, 
165,000 for robbery, and 459,000 for 
aggravated assault. In addition, there are 
more than 978,000 arrests for simple 
assaults, more than 776,000 for disorderly 
conduct, and 3.2 million for drunkenness, 
drunk driving, and liquor law violations, 
which, like the more serious crimes of 
violence, have the potential of turning into 

life-threatening incidents for the officer. 
Item: Every year, approximately 150 

law enforcement officers are killed in the 
line of duty. Every year approximately 
60,000 are assaulted (more actually, since 
the statistics cover less than 75% of the 
population and 70% of the nation's law 
enforcement officers). More than 9,000 of 

those assaults involve firearms, knives, or 
other dangerous weapons. 

Item: Every year more than 500,000 
Americans are convicted of a felony , and 
approximately one in five of those 
convictions represents a crime of violence. 
Astonishingly, fewer than 50% of those 
persons convicted o f felonies are 
sentenced to prison. 

Item: As for those convicted felons who 
do see the inside of a prison, law 
enforcement officers can look forward to 
doing business with them in the future. A 
Justice Department study of 16,000 
convicts released from state prisons found 
that 25% of them had been re-arrested after 
six months and that more than 62% of 
them had been re-arrested after three years. 
It also found that each of those who were 
re-arrested were charged with an average 
of four new offenses. Nor was it just a case 
of the cops picking on ex-cons, either; two 

Plainclothes and uniformed Miami 
police confuse one citizen's head for a 
bowling ball. How much force Is too 
much? Photo: Brian Christopher/ 
Gamma-Liaison 

out of three who were re-arrested after 
three years were subsequently convicted of 
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Police confront an angry and emo­
tional New York crowd protesting 
the beating death of a black youth, 
Yosef Hawkins, by whites during the 
dog days of summer 1989. Photo: 
Stephen Ferry/Gamma Liaison 

another serious crime and wour.d up back 
in state prisons. 

Item : In 1988, the Los Angeles Police 
Department had to deal with more than 
300,000 serious crimes, including 736 

homicides, 2,006 rapes, 26, 182 robberies, 
37,812 aggravated assaults, and 233,995 
property crimes. And as big cities go, Los 
Angeles - gangs and all - was a 
relatively safe place to be; its crime rate of 
88.4 per 1,000 population ranked 32nd 
among the 50 largest U.S. cities. (Atlanta, 
with a crime rate of 176.1 per 1,000 
population, was first.) 

A Quarter-Million Assaults On Police 

American Jaw enforcement officers, in 
other words, have to deal with an 
unremitting cascade of criminality, 
including millions of incidents a year 
which have a real potential of endangering 
their lives and the lives of innocent third 
parties if they fail to use an appropriate 
amount of force. 

Out of the millions of incidents in which 
officers must use force to make an arrest, 
how often do they use an inappropriate 
amount of force? Following the King 
incident, the U.S. Justice Department 
reviewed some 15,000 cases of alleged 
police brutality that had been reported to it 
in the previous six years. Fifteen thousand 
cases may seem like a lot, until you realize 
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that it took approximately 80 million 
arrests to generate them. The average 
number of arrests in each of the last six 
years was 13 million; the average number 
of excessive force complaints to the U.S. 
Justice Department in each of those years 
w<is 2,500. If the officers were in the 
wrong in all 15,000 cases, which they 
weren't, there are about 19 incidents of the 
use of excessive force for every 100,000 
arrests. Law enforcement professionals 
will readily say that one is too many, but 
the fact remains that a misconduct rate of 
less than two-hundredths of a percent is 
not persuasive evidence that Americans 
are being brutalized by their police. During 
the same six-year period, there were 
approximately a quarter-million assaults 
on police officers. 

T:e foregoing arithmetic should begin 
o put the King incident back in 

perspective. So should at least two 
other considerations. 

First, the decision as to how much force 
should be used in making an arrest is not 
always an obvious one. An officer who 
uses too little can endanger both himself 
and innocent citizens; an officer who uses 
too much can hurt or kill a suspect. The 
decision as to how much is " enough" is a 
judgment call on the part of an officer, and 
one that very often has to be made in less 
than a second in circumstances in which 
his or her adrenalin level is surging. The 
remarkable part is that in the 
overwhelming majority of cases, they 
make the call correctly. 

Moreover, what appears to be 
"excessive" force to a bystander or a 
television camera may in fact be the proper 

level of force to use. One law enforcement 
consultant recently pointed out that even if 
arresting officers use precisely the correct 
amount of force, most people would be 
uncomfortable watching it happen. 
Physical force is a way of making a person 
do something he or she otherwise would be 
disinclined to do - such as quit struggling 
or submit to being handcuffed, either by 
physically overpowering the suspect or by 
subjecting the suspect to an unendurable 
amount of pain if he or she resists (as in the 
case of a come-along hold). It isn ' t a 
pleasant thing to watch - particularly for 
someone who has no real understanding of 
how much is enough . 

A nd the number of people who 
don't is surprisingly large. 
Recently, a police department 

arranged a "hands-on" demonstration for 
members of the press of how much force is 
needed to arrest even a small person who 
chooses to resist. Three large male 
reporters were asked to handcuff a 95-lb. 
female officer who was to resist their 
attempts to do so. They couldn't do it. 
Second, the King video is shocking not 
only because it is violent, but because it is 
unusual. The 80 million arrests over the 
past three years have produced only a 
handful of video tapes or photographs 
showing law enforcement officers 
supposedly using excessive force. When 
the producers of network news shows go 
looking for footage of police brutali ty, 
they don't have much to choose from. In 
the past three months, network news has 
produced no more than four or five tape 
sequences or photographs of alleged police 
brutality. The most commonly aired were 
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the King tape and a tape shot by NBC 
News allegedly showing an officer 
shoving the head of handcuffed suspect 
through a plate-glass window. A trial of 
the officer involved in the latter incident 
ended in a hung jury. Considering the 
number of video cameras in the country , to 
say nothing of the number of still cameras, 
and the interest in both law enforcement 
generally and police conduct in particular, 
the paucity of photographic evidence of 
excessive use of force is remarkable. 

Several Bystanders With Cameras 

And it is all the more remarkable when 
you consider that a lot of people have been 
beavering away trying to get more. In 
Houston, Officer J. R. D'Eugenio was 
trying to arrest a man who appeared to be 
intoxicated. When he told the man he 
would have to go to jail, the suspect 
refused and turned around and pushed 
D'Eugenio. 

"At that time, I noticed another [man] 
standing behind me with a video camera, 
filming the whole thing," D 'Eugenio 
reported. "It was an obvious setup." And 

Indicted Foothlll Div. Sgt. Stacey Koon 
!left) and Officer Timothy Wind plead 
Innocent to charges of assault and 
using excessive force during their 
videotaped beating of Rodney King. 
Photo: Roger w. Vargo/L.A. Dally News 

a dangerous one at that. A crowd of 
between 75 and 100 gathered at the scene 
and began throwing rocks and bottles. 
D 'Eugenio said he heard four or five shots 
fired as he drove away. 

The incident took place in a section of 
the city with such a high level of drug- and 
gang-related violence that officers have 
been ordered not to enter it without 

backup. According to Police Chief 
Elizabeth Watson, drug dealers in the area 
are trying to push officers into doing 
something to arouse anti-police feelings to 
divert pressure - something l ike a local 
version of the King video. In San Diego, 
officers were attempting to ci te a resident 
for littering when the individual started to 
fight. The officers on the scene called for 
backup, and when the backup units arrived 
they found several bystanders with 
cameras and video recorders 
photographing the incident. Not 
surprisingly, a complaint of excessive 
force has been filed and an investigation is 
underway. 

There are some consequences that will 
flow from the King affair and the media's 
treatment of it. Most are predictable. At 
least one may be unexpected. 

There will be renewed and louder cries 
for civilian review boards, and for giving 
them sweeping control of hiring, firing and 
discipline. 

There will be more vigorous 
prosecution of officers accused of using 
excessive force - and probably more 

LAW ENFORCEMENT ALLIANCE OF AMERICA 

THE silent majority of America 's 
700,000 law enforcement profes­
sionals may be about to find their 

own voice. 
Frustrated by the failure of "political " 

police chiefs to accurately reflect, or even 
address, the real concerns of the majority of 
working law enforcement officers, some of 
those officers have founded a new organi­
zation, the Law Enforcement Alliance of 
America (LEAA). It intends to fight for such 
issues as the right of law abiding citizens to 
keep and bear arms, victims' rights, manda­
tory sentencing for violent and repeat of­
fenders, and sufficient funding for prisons to 
end revolving-door justice. It also intends to 
stand up for the First Amendment and other 
fundamental rights of law enforcement 
officers. 

"We always hear of criminals' rights," 
says Brenda Maples, president of the Alli­
ance and a Memphis, Tennessee, police 
lieutenant. "But we want to be sure that the 
rights of law abiding citizens, victims and 
law enforcement officers are also re­
spected. " 

"We've experienced political chiefs," 
adds Leroy Pyle, LEAA's executive director. 
"We will defend officers' First Amendment 
rights." Pyle has first-hand experience in 
that regard . A former San Jose, California, 
police officer who spoke out in favor of gun 
ownership , he incurred the wrath of San 
Jose Chief Joe McNamara, who spent 
years unsuccessfully trying to shut him up. 

For years , a handful of "political" police 
chiefs have presumed to speak for the law 
enforcement community. Chiefs like Daryl 
Gates in Los Angeles and McNamara in 
San Jose loudly espouse gun control and 
liberal sociology as the way to combat 
violent crime in America - and then claim 
they reflect the thinking of the majority of 
law enforcement professionals. They don 't, 
and the men and women on the street who 
are actually trying to enforce the law are 
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increasingly coming to resent it, particularly 
since the political chiefs haven't hesitated to 
stifle dissenting views from officers within 
their own departments. 

Pyle says anti-gun "political policemen" 
like McNamara and Gates put their political 
interests at the top of their agenda and 
ignore the real issues that are favored by 
the taxpayers who pay their salaries. "As a 
result, they're driving a wedge between the 
honest citizen and the law enforcement 
officer, creating distrust, " he says. "We 
intend to represent those people, private 
citizens and police officers, whose rights 
are being trampled on and violated . We 
want to be sure that the victim retains his or 
her right to self-defense. We would also like 
to see legislation that devotes as much time 
and effort to protecting the victim it does for 
the criminal." 

I n San Jose, McNamara's anti-gun views 
led him to decree that an officer couldn't 
recommend a gun for self-defense to a 

citizen if he were asked to do so either on or 
off duty. Pyle says that sort of regulation 
shows disrespect for officers' First Amend­
ment rights as well as citizens ' Second 
Amendment rights. 

The LEAA was founded last year by "a 
whole bunch of cops who got tired of the 
criminal justice system not working," in the 
words of LEAA board member Richard 
Beckman, a Cloverdale, California, police 
department sergeant who was Parade 
Magazine's Officer of the Year in 1989. It 
has already attracted more than 5,000 
members. 

Maples says that the Alliance is the first 
group of law enforcement officers who are 
taking up the cause of victims' rights, and 
that making contact with victims' advocacy 
groups will be one of its first orders of 
business. So will representing the pro­
Second Amendment views of the over­
whelming majority of rank-and-file law en­
forcement officers. 

"We believe that any law-abiding citizen 
should have a right to own a firearm ," 
Maples says. "The criminals will obtain their 
guns illegally, just as they obtain their drugs 
illegally, and they will continue to obtain 
their guns regardless of waiting periods and 
stricter laws. 

"The general public is being fooled into 
thinking a waiting period will keep the 
criminal from obtaining guns. It will simply 
make the law-abiding citizen wait longer 
before he or she can obtain a legal gun," 
she said . 

As an alternative to waiting period 
legislation, the Alliance supports 
instantaneous background checks, 

such as the one currently operating in 
Virginia and the NRA-backed Staggers bill 
that anti-gun liberals in the House of Repre­
sentatives killed last May in favor of the 
Brady Bill's seven-day waiting period for 
handgun purchases. 

Maples says she thinks police officials 
who favored the Brady Bill instead of the 
background check did so because they 
have a position they must maintain. 

"Many times these officials will use the 
issue of gun control because they have no 
answers of their own" to soaring crime 
rates, she said. "This is a typical quick fix 
which they throw out" and portray as a 
police position " ... when it in fact is not the 
position of the rank and file. " 

Law enforcement professionals inter­
ested in joining the LEAA can do so by 
calling (703) 847-2677, or by writing Law 
Enforcement Alliance of America, Center 
Tower, 7700 Leesburg Pike, Falls Church, 
Virginia 22043. Include name, rank, and 
address; membership dues are not yet 
being assessed for active officers. Sympa­
thetic members of the public can also join 
the organization, but must pay a $20 
membership fee . [See LEAA's ad on page 
19 of this issue.] 

-P.D. 
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The phenomenon of gang violence 
crosses all racial lines. Here, L.A. cops 
read Asian gang members the riot act 
before slapping on the cuffs. Photo: 
Bob Rlha/Gamma·Ualson 

convictions. Thanks to the King affair, 
Americans who have traditionally 
believed that the police enforce the law 
fairly are having doubts. 

By the same token, there will be an 
explosion in excessive force lawsuits. 

There will be an avalanche of bills 
regarding police misconduct introduced in 
Congress and state legislatures, and they 
will pass, because even those politicians 
who have been generally supportive of the 
police won't have the intestinal fortitude 
to oppose them. 

There will be more calls for improved 
police training and more rigorous 
screening of applicants. 

And above all, officers can expect to 
spend a lot more time on candid camera. 

Within the next 10 years, video cameras 
will become as common as Instamatics are 
today. And thanks to the King case, a lot 
more people will be pointing them at cops. 

T:e result will be more Rodney King­
ype videos; if you roll the dice often 
nough, eventually you are going to 

crap out, and cops roll them more than 
35,000 times a day. Worse, the larger 
number of videos will also result in many 
more officers being called upon to justify 
their actions in administrative 
proceedings, even when no misconduct 
has occurred. That is because once a video 
record of a contact has been made, the 
temptation for defendants to lodge a 
complaint will be overwhelming. They 
have nothing to lose and a lot to gain. 

Cops Will Look Away 

All of which could lead to an 
unexpected consequence - one that those 
in the media should think about long and 
hard. Cops, like ordinary citizens who 
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suspect a crime is taking place, may 
increasingly choose not to get involved. 
Recently SOF asked a West Coast police 
officer with more than 20 years experience 
- whose identity will not be revealed for 
obvious reasons - if the media ' s treatment 
of the Rodney King incident had affected 
the way the did his job. 

His answer is worth quoting at some 
length: 11w hat they 've served to 

do is lessen the level of 
service and interest to 

the public, because I know I'm doing my 
best to avoid confrontations - which 
simply means I don't stop sometimes 
when circumstances might warrant it, 
because I just don 't want the hassle .... You 
still gotta' do what you gotta' do. If you 
get someplace and there's a big fight going 
on, there's no way around it, you gotta' 
wade in there and work on it. If you start 
chasing a car that happens to be stolen, 

Man In the hot seat. L.A. Police Chief 
Daryl Gates, a long·tlme gun control 
advocate, Is now under pressure from 
many community groups, as well as L.A 
Mayor Tom Bradley, to resign over the 
Rodney King affair. Photo: Douglas 
Burrows/Gamma-liaison 

well there's no choice. You've got to 
continue to chase it .... you do what you do 

because you're a cop and that 's what 
you ' re supposed to do .... but there 's a lot 
of avoidance you can do too .... I roll on 
most fights, but I don't drive real fast. I' m 
older and I'm not apt to drive over my 
head. It's my opinion that at least the more 
experienced officers are going out of their 
way to avoid some of these confrontational 
situations if they can. The young ones, 
they ' re still stupid ... " 

A " less confrontational" police force, 
in other words, is one that is less likely to 
be there when you need it. Those who 
continue to demand unrealistic levels of 
accountability from police, may, if they 
keep it up, get their wish. 

What can police departments do about 
all this? Obviously they can continue to 
improve screening and training, and 
continue the effort begun more than 20 
years ago to become more professional. 
But that does not address the central 
question raised by the Rodney King affair: 
How do you enforce the law when 
everyone with a home video camera is out 
to second guess you? 

In at least two ways: 
First, police can start using cameras 

themselves. The "other side" of the 

Two members of a Los Angeles 
C.R.A.S.H. fantl-hoodlum patrol) unit 
brandish their 12-gauge riot shotguns. 
The proliferation of gangs and the 
vlolence they perpetuate In their bat· 
ties for control over territory to sell 
crack cocaine has turned many neigh· 
borhood police patrols Into "search 
and destroy" missions. Photo: George 
Rose/Gamma-liaison 

Rodney King story that the public needs to 
see is the reality of what cops have to deal 
with day in and day out year after year 
after year. It's only when they see the river 
of shit cops wade through that they can 
start making an informed judgment of how 
much force constitutes excessive force . 

T:is doesn't mean police departments 
ave to start mounting video camera 
rrays on top of patrol cars (although 

doing so would probably convict a couple 
hundred felons for every internal affairs 
investigation in triggered) but it does mean 
that departments should ask the media to 
give more air time to the miles of tapes 
shot by bank and store security cameras 
showing crimes in progress. 

Not long before the Rodney King video 

Continued on page 87 
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THE FINE ART C>F 

by Robert K. Brown 

SOF Special Projects Director, Alex McColl (leftJ, wears Iraqi police hat, belt and holds Iraqi 
police patches. He wears a stylish lraql army jump suit with lieutenant's shoulder boards. 
His accomplice poses with lraql wool pullover with shoulder boards, Iraqi belt and Iraqi 
combat helmet. On his back Is Soviet RPG-7 carrying pack. In background Is Kuwaiti flag 
presented to RKB by Kuwaiti Resistance. Above Items wlll be auctioned at SOF Convention 
In September. Photos: Tom Slizewskl 

L
ooting. A time-honored mili­
tary tradition as old as warfare. 
And I certainly planned to do 
my best to do my part to 
follow said tradition when we 
invaded Kuwait. 

I'd had a little experience in Vietnam 
but nothing really exciting. Grenada pro­
ved more productive. Picked up brand new 
Soviet web gear and the communist New 
Jewel Movement flag that flew over the 
Grenada Defense Ministry, as well as 
several pounds of interesting documents 
shortly after the U.S. invasion (see SOF 
February ' 84) . Afghanistan provided a few 
odd goodies; Panama was picked clean by 
the time I got there. 

However, Desert Storm proved to be a 
bonanza fo r the quick-thinking, sharp­
sighted vandal. 

Upon moving into the Iraqi defensive 
fortifications, the Saudi armored calvary 
paused to let the troopies look, see and 
grab . Advice to the looter: First, look for a 
backpack, suitcase or other container, as 
large as possible, to carry looted items. 
Size of the container may be limited by 
amount of space you are allotted in the 
vehicle you are traveling in. If you are 
hoofing it with the troops, weight and 
volume will be determined by your 
strength, stamina and greed. 
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Fill container with first items at hand 
and upgrade containers contents as you 
find more valuable gear. For example, 
replace dirty Iraqi underwear surrender 
flags with cheap berets and badges. 

Always allow indigenous troops to go 
into bunkers first to detonate the odd 
booby trap. If you are properly equipped (I 
was not), you will have 100 feet of 
parachute cord and a small grappling hook. 
Gingerly attach hook to item of interest, 
proceed to an area providing cover from 
fragments, and pull. Do not consider 
something that has the protective capabil­
ity of a bamboo wall as satisfactory cover. 
Of course, if the bad guys have been clever 
and wired a 122mm arty shell or 500-
pound bomb: you lose. However, these 
small risks always enhance the looting 
experience. No pain, no gain - no risk, no 
return. 

A small flashlight is needed to peer 
into the cracks and crevices of 
bunkers - to determine which 

uniforms are with or without blood and/or 
bullet holes, depending on your require­
ments. You may have limited time, and a 
light will help determine which bunkers to 
focus on. 

I followed the above procedures but 
threw all the shit away during the second 
phase of my looting. 

G 

Kuwaiti tank commander poses with lraql 
binoculars picked off battlefield. Photo: 
Robert K. Brown 

Upon entering Kuwait City I was be­
friended by a Kuwaiti family who put me 
in touch with the Kuwaiti Resistance who 
chauffeured me around the AO. We found 
a horn of plenty (plenty of burned-out and 
shot-up Iraqi armor, trucks and stolen 
Mercedes) on the Highway of Death from 
Kuwait City to Basra, where U.S. forces 
interrupted the fleeing Iraqis and blew the 
dog shit out of them. 

In this 200-acre junkyard, a sharp 
pocket knife to cut open locked duffel bags 
or suitcases full of personal gear proved 
invaluable. 

A 2-foot piece of iron pipe to break 
handles on locked CONEX containers or a 
set of lock picks would have let me access 
God-knows-what. Oh, well , next time. 

Do not waste your precious loot space 
with items you think might be appreciated 
by girlfriends or fem ale office personnel. 
Out of a stolen Mercedes, I rifled a carton 
of cologne, vintage unknown, and packed 
it all the way back to Boulder - and they 
barely sniffed it. Our typesetter, Deborah, 
used it to freshen her kitty litter box. I 
mean, but it was from the battlefield! The 
bottles weren't cracked, the boxes weren't 
scratched. And to think I could have 
brought back another half-dozen Iraqi 
belts. 

Next war, I'll be better prepared.~ 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 29 



'' 

2/4 Marines Pursue and Exploit Sadda 
Text & Photos by Bob Newman 

"' 

UWAIT was burning. 
From my vantage point 

in the northern Saudi­
bian desert, I ~ee 
the menacing glow of the 
Kuwaiti 01 wells. They 
had !1een set ablaze via 
a ynamije 1jJ- . TNT 

charges JJ.laced lit the •iacal Iraqi 
hordes, w o l'tP'pre~ring for a <f}Uick 
escape ba~o £lleir mangled homeland. 

eNo'oJrd later learn that many of these 
ly tecf were already heading 

home, with no intention to face the two 
1 

Marine divisions to their south. The Ma-
. es were anxiously waiting, straining at 

their t~ers to cut loose on the thieves, 
murderers, bandits and hoodlums of Sad­
dam Hussein's doomed army. 

Sewn among the fiery oil fields were 
elaborately built and supposedly well­
defend!d m5stac1e belts. These defenses 

1 were composed of complex systems of 
trenches, minefields, reinforced concrete 
"h~<Jil.its" and barbed wire ,that Sad­
dam s distraught henchmen hi pe1i uh:! 

"• slow the inevitable, devastating assault of 
the renowned 2nd Marine Division. Their 
plan was to make the ornery leathernecks 
vulnerable to Iraq's South African-
155mm G-5 howitzers, widely' be\ 
be the world's best. 

The howitzer~ could - and most of the 
world thought probabl . () - lob 
chemical munitions such 'Sarin, an 
incredibly deadly nerve agent, "3.nd other 
nasties like mustard gas at the charging 
" devil dogs." 

This. infor\nation, ~us the fact that , 
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Iraq's huge, seasoned army had been able 
to sustain a brutal, eight-year war with 
Iran, despit.1: tremendous losses and a 
bankrupt ecopomy, steeled us for the 
battle. In a few short hours, we would be 
smack dab in the middle of it. 

Fof eks, the Marines of the Camp 
~ ed 2nd Marfoe Division had 
been lay· a helf ~ of rts, in the 
vast expan of ~astelari outh of the 

udi-Kuwaiti border. Shifting froJ pl~ 
to place, we got a feel for desw life and 
operations'.~r constant movement kept 
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'' 
Amtracs await their cargo of Marines and 
small arms. 

INSET: Retreating Iraqis abandoned this 
howitzer in such haste that there was still a 
live round in the chamber. 

the Iraqis guessing as to our exact wherea­
bouts and tactical disposition. Our brothers 
of the 1st Marine Division from Camp 
Pendleton in Southern California, were up 
to the same !tic and ruses. Come G-Day, 
they would cover our right flank all the 
way to Kuwait City. 

Payback Is A Bitch 

As-'1. stood irr the timeless sands of the 
ancien sert kingdom on that chlily 
February night, I couldn ' t help but laugh 
about how quickly and radically my life 

had changed. Less than five months had 
passed since I left the infamous Navy 
Su rv iv a I-Ev as ion-Resistance-Escape 
(SERE) School, deep in the pristine Blue 

tr!tains of Western Maine. 
J had spent three fascinating years there, 

a ERE instructor. During that most 
t .mefllorable of tours, my comrades and I 

'"ta'ugflt "high Lisk of caprure" Navy and 
Marine personnel (such as ~vy SEALs 
and Ma~ine Force Recon), the art of 
s,t~ing alive and out of enemy hands. The 
course Included wilderness survival apd 
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The amtracs, waiting high and dry in the 

desert, now came to life, ready to take 

us on our imminent journey into hell. 

evasion, resistance to interrogation, 
indoctrination and exploitation, and 
escape policies and procedures. Now I was 
facing the ultimate survival course, ground 
combat in the desert, as a member of a 
Marine infantry company - after a 14 
year warm-up period. 

In the gloomy pre-dawn darkness, the 
word was passed down the line to 
mount-up. Hastily donning our familiar 

vestments of war, we clamored aboard the 
rumbling amphibious assault vehicles, 
known to Marines as "amtracs." Wearing 
Kevlar helmets and flak jackets, our web 
gear was loaded down with horrendous 
amounts of rifle , pistol, machine-gun and 
grenade launcher ammunition, plus our 
chemical protective masks, personal 
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firearms and knives. 
The amtracs, waiting high and dry in the 

desert, now came to life, ready to take us 
on our imminent journey into hell. This 
was our hot, long overdue date with a 
dictator who needed to die in a big way. 
The men of 2nd Battalion, 4th Marines, 
were just the folks to provide Saddam with 
the chance to perish in a glorious manner. 

Taking my seat beside the trac's 
lowered ramp, I looked at my mortar 
section leader, Sergeant Joe Negron. 

"What goes around comes around, 
Neg," I said. 

"Yeah, it does," came the unsmiling 
reply. "Payback is a bitch." 

The ramp was raised and, wi th a lurch, 
the metallic beast roared ahead, bent for a 

A Marine motorcycle messenger studies his 
map before departing ta his destination 
toward the front . 

freshly blown gap in the Saudi "berm." 
This was the 12-foot-high wall of sand the 
Coalition forces had built to keep prying 
Iraqi eyes from seeing the preparations 
their enemy was making for a serious 
"butt stompin." 

After a few minutes, the amtrac 
crewman in the rear of the "hawg" heard 
the words come through his headset. These 
were the words that we had been waiting to 
hear since our arrival in Southwest Asia on 
New Year's Eve. "Lock and load!" he 
shouted, over the roar of the vehicle's 
engine. The sound of bolts going home 
never sounded so sweet - nor so ominous. 

Brazen Soldiers Of The Sea 

"We're through the berm!" he 
bellowed, moments later. And then : 
"We're in Kuwait!" 

This bit of news had the expected effect 
on the gyrenes crammed in around me 
- they went nuts. 

My men exchanged the traditional high 
fives and loud "Oooh-raahs!" I looked at 
them and thought about how different they 
appeared to me now than when I first met 
them only four months earlier. 

On that warm October morning 
when we had our first face-to-face, 
they struck me as being far too 

young to be in the Corps. Now, looking at 
them in the light of war, their once fresh, 
unmarred faces reflected the strain and 
hazards of desert combat. I couldn' t see 
them being anywhere else but in our 
jinking war chariot. I knew then that these 
Marines - the latest in a long line of 
brazen soldiers of the sea - would keep 
me alive, and I them. 

Peering out the tiny slit of a window set 
into the trac's ramp, I could see another 
amtrac nearly identical to mine, about 40 
yards behind. Beyond it, I knew there were 

Iraqi troops caught in the open were 
vulnerable to accurate bursts of white 
phosphorus. 

dozens more, all filled with Marines. 
A fast-approaching dot on the horizon 

appeared and I soon recognized it as an 
A-10 "Warthog," loaded for bear and 
heading for the hunting grounds to our 
north. Slung beneath its wings and 
fuselage were various pieces of ordnance, 
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but it was the multi-barreled Gatling gun 
sticking out from underneath the aircraft's 
nose that got my attention. 

I had seen this awesome weapon in 
action before, and I knew that the 
personnel and vehicles it was turned loose 
upon stood little chance of survival. 
Named after its inventor, John Gatling, 
this fearsome weapon had come a long 
way since it first saw battle back in 
the 1800s. 

Funny. I didn ' t feel the least bit sorry for 
its intended victims. Perhaps I would be 
made to account for this blatant lack of 
sensitivity at some other time, in some 
other place. Then again, perhaps I 
wouldn ' t. I had a sneaking suspicion that it 

American-mode cannisters of bomblets 
would occosionoffy foil fo exp/ode, resulting 
in friendly casualties. 

was to be the latter. 
We came to a halt beside a Marine 

artillery battery. Their M198 155mm 
cannons were arrayed across the sand, 
pointing in different directions. A 
crewman lowered the trac's ramp and we 
piled out. 

Off to the left were several former 
Iraqi artillery pieces, now just 
twisted hulks of metal lying in the 

desert. I couldn't tell what destroyed them, 
but was pleased with their demise 
nonetheless. 
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The almost casual post-war encampment of 
"Fox" company. 

There was a commotion going on to our 
rear. The battery was swinging into action. 
Gigantic tan barrels were moving about 
and soon they were all aiming in the same 
direction. Somebody was about to pay for 
as yet unseen crimes or foolhardy acts, 
brashly committed somewhere north of 
our position. The mighty guns belched 
flame and smoke, sending their steel 
emissaries of destruction downrange upon 
the oblivious Iraqis. 

The ground shook as the 155s spoke, as 
if a dozen freight trains were all passing by 
simultaneously. l couldn ' t imagine what it 
was like to be on the horrifying receiving 
end of the big cannons. I silently prayed 
that I would never find out. 

As the mission ended, two sleek F/A-18 
Hornet strike fighters whisked by 
overhead, their undersides strewn with an 
assortment of bombs and missiles. I 
wondered if I had trained either of their 
pilots up at the SERE school. The lordly 
birds of prey disappeared into a cloud 
bank, and a moment or two later we were 
rewarded with the "Whomp! Whomp! 
Whompwhoompwhoompwhoomp! ' ' of 

exploding bombs in the distapce. 
Things were getting interesting. 
We reboarded the amtracs and opened 

the protective overhead hatches. Two 
grenadiers, each armed with an M203 
grenade launcher mounted beneath their 
M16s, took up positions alongside two 
squad automatic weapons (SAWs), their 
respective guns at the ready. 

I also took up a position atop the trac, an 
AT-4 antitank rocket nestled in my lap. 
We had been informed before setting out 
that a number of Iraqi T-62 and T-72 main 
battle tanks were still operating in the area. 
I didn't see how they, could get anywhere 
near our amtracs, given the impressive 
collection of tank-busting weapon systems 
we had defending our front, but I wasn't 
about to take any unnecessary chances. 

Shortly after noon, as we advanced on 
our first objective, the sky suddenly 
grew dark. Within a matter of 

minutes it appeared to be dusk. Our 
well-dispersed formation was forced to 
take up positions closer to one another so 
that we could maintain visual contact with 
the tracs to our left, right, front and rear. 
This made us somewhat more vulnerable 
to attack, but given the necessity of 
maintaining our tactical integrity, we had 
no other option. 

Then it happened. The .50 caliber 
machine gun mounted on the trac to my 
right front opened up on a target ahead of 
it. But the dense oil smoke from the nearby 

lance Cpl. Doug Robertson half-loads a 
60mm HE round for delivery downrange. 

burning wells had created an artificial 
twilight and prevented me from seeing the 
target. Damn! What the hell was out there? 
A tank? Several tanks? A charging mob of 
deranged Iraqis, headed for martyrdom? 

It didn't matter though; they had seen 
us. Somebody called in an artillery strike 
soon after the '' .50 cal '' started cooking. 
The guns again rained shells down upon 
the enemy, still obscured by the thick 
smoke. 

Four 120mm mortar shells impacted 
several meters in fron t of a trac off to my 
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ACoalition forces .50 cal. mounted on a 
pickup truck races past a tank en-route to 
Kuwait City. 

In deed it does! As the crew of this Iraqi T-62 
tank discovered when it was hit with an 
a rmor-piercing shell. 

left. The round 's whistling steel created a 
brilliant shower of sparks as the shrapnel 
bounced off the front of the vehicle. The 
trac continued on as if nothing had 
happened, its covey of Marines safely 
tucked away inside. 

Our artillery retaliated, and the Iraqi 
mortar posi tion was never heard from 
again . After the war, I tried to find out if 
the enemy rounds had been detected and 
traced by our counterbattery radar, but I 
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They don't make T-62s like they used to. 
The burnt out wreckage of this Iraqi tank 
gives silent testimony to the effediveness of 
the Coalition air campaign. 

never received a definite answer. 
After this encounter with the nol-quite­

ready-to-quit Iraqis, our assault slowed 
down as we allowed our forward-deployed 
antitank forces and supporting M-1 tanks 
to clear the area ahead . Little trouble was 
found. 

Night fell with the "Magnificent 

The round's whistling 

steel created a brilliant 

shower of sparks ... 

. \ ~ -
... . , ,· · 

Capt. Schlaepfer (le~) and author crouch in 
front of entrance to bunker that yielded 
dozens of Iraqi EPWs. 

Bastards" of 2/4 still in the attack, again 
eating up ground at a quick pace. The 
"Dox " Company Commander, Captain 
Drew Schlaepfer, spotted one of our 
regimental objectives through his night 
vision goggles. He quickly asked for the 
go-ahead to take it, which he got almost 
instantly. 

The objective was a widely scattered 
group of buildings of various sizes, be­
lieved to be part of a migrant workers 
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FORBIDDEN SOUVENIRS 

e Iraqis brought one hell of a lot 
of weapons with them to the 
Mother of All Battles," although 

they displayed little willingness to use 
them. Most fell into the hands of the 
good guys. However, the U.S. Army's 
weapons souvenir policies of previous 
wars were not extended to the Gulf 
War. 

Our quest at SOF to find the ration­
ale - or lack thereof - for the new, 
more restrictive souvenir guidelines 
boldly took us where no magazine has 
gone before - to the final frontier: 
Army bureaucracy. 

The Department of Defense 
claimed the order was initiated by 
Central Command and advised us to 
direct our inquiry to them. Central 
Command insisted the order origi­
nated from DoD and told us to get back 
to them. 

After enough long distance calls to 
rival the phone bill of any teenage girl, 
Lieutenant Commandef John Jendro 
of the Navy was the first to help us. 

He confirmed that the order was 
indeed initiated by U.S. Central Com­
mand and was sent to all of the 
component branches. It was up to 
each branch to interpret and enforce 
the directive. 

General Order-1 has four parts: 
1. All captured firearms are to be 

evaluated for intelligence value. 
2. All captured firearms are property 

of the U.S. Government. 
3. No captured firearms are to be 

retained by the troops. 
4. Permitted to be kept are helmets. 

canteens and bayonets ("properly 
packaged" and not transported on the 
soldier's person or kit bag). 

When asked why this policy pre­
vented troops from keeping firearms 
that were consistent with BATF guide­
lines, no one, including Lt. Cmdr. 
Jendro, had a definitive answer. Nor 
was anyone able to explain why this 
policy had been changed from the 
Vietnam War, where soldiers were 
allowed to keep weapons such as SKS 
rifles and Tokarev pistols - both 
weapons conforming to BATF guide­
lines. 

Lt. Cmdr. Jendro said that "the 
number one priority and overriding 
concern was the safety at the troops," 
and therefore they were not allowed to 
take back any firearms. He went on to 
say that allowing soldiers to keep such 
weapons "would impact negatively on 
the safety of the troops." 

When pressed as to why a more 
restrictive policy was adopted than in 
previous wars, Jendro said, "Some­
where up the line a decision was made 
... Beyond that, I don't have an an­
swer." 

Neither do we. 
The BATF has announced an am­

nesty whereby any Desert Storm sol­
dier who discovers some nasty Iraqi 
weapon in his or her gear can turn it in 
without getting spanked. If previous 
gun amnesty programs are any indica­
tion of how this one will work, the boys 
at the BATF will be lonelier than the 
Maytag repairman. 

-Bob Glass 
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camp. As we overran the area, the captain 
decided that we should take a closer look 
around. Sergeant Negron deployed one of 
his 60mm mortars and had the mortarmen 
run an illumination mission. Just as the 
first round lit up the night sky, the radio 
inside the trac came alive with chatter. The 
place was crawling with Iraqis! I ran back 
for the high explosive (HE) rounds, but 
never had the opportunity to get them out. 
They were surrendering! 

We fired our remaining illumination 
rounds, and then sped over to where the 
enemy prisoners of war (EPWs) were 
being rounded up. One of the tracs had 
come to a stop near a small opening in the 
desert floor that led to a large underground 
bunker where most of the Iraqis had been 
hiding. Only a handful of the 38 Iraqis we 
rounded up had been found wandering 
around nearby. 

The grenadiers were firing their illumi­
nation rounds over the outlying buildings, 
and the EPWs were 

mentation, and was quite lush compared to 
the desert. 

We took up a hasty defensive position 
beside the highway in a grove of trees. We 
would soon learn that this area contained 
one of the most staggering collections of 
weapons and ammunition I had ever 
encountered. We found crates and crates of 
RPGs, grenades, surface-to-air missiles, 
Sagger surface-to-surface missiles, rifle, 
machine gun and pistol ammunition, and 
so on. 

We occupied this area until our 
extraction to Saudi Arabia in 
May, but were rewarded with a 

memorable sight as the war drew to a 
close: the triumphant entrance of the 
Coalition forces into Kuwait City. Saudi, 
Egyptian, Kuwaiti and other Arabic forces 
were given the honor of taking back the 
once-beautiful city. I didn't know it at the 
time, but as I stood beside the road, taking 
in the historical sight, this magazine's 

bathed in the lights 
from the "Hum­
mers" and amtracs. 

This area contained one of the 
A hasty interroga­
tion of one of the 
Iraqis told us that a 
tank had left the po-

most staggering collections of 

sition a few hours 
earlier. He said that 
a ZSU 23-4 antiair­
craft gun was also 
somewhere in the vi­
cinity, which may 
have explained the 

weapons and ammunition I had 

ever encountered. 

gigantic crater beside the Iraqi bunker, 
obviously put there by a slightly off-target 
pilot. Judging by the size of the crater, 
though, I would say he definitely got their 
attention. 

In the bunkers and buildings nearby, we 
uncovered tremendous caches of weap­
ons, including hundreds of SA-7 sur­

face-to-air missiles, and untold numbers of 
AKs and other firearms. The following 
morning we turned the EPWs over and 
pressed on, taking up a pursuit and 
exploitation phase, which meant that we 
had them by the balls. So far, we had come 
through the obstacle belts of Saddam's 
much-publicized "death trap" unscathed. 
And we were now leaving the region 
known to aviators as the "ice cube tray," 
a name it received because of its likeness 
to the same when viewed from 
the air. 

As we rolled on toward Kuwait City, the 
procession occasionally was held up so the 
hard-nosed riflemen could clear a trench or 
bunker, or take a prisoner or two. Just after 
sunset we hit the sprawling United Agri­
culture Research Facility, which had until 
very recently been home to the Iraqi 3rd 
Armored Brigade, who fled at the sight 
of us. 

This vast region is adjacent to a major 
artery leading to Kuwait City, and is lined 
with trees and shrubs. The interior was 
used before the war for agriculture experi-

publisher, Robert K. Brown, was among 
the cheering throngs of soldiers. 

Today, Kuwait is again free - a fact 
that puts every tyrant on the face of the 
earth on notice: their days of oppression 
are numbered. 

The events described in this article are a 
matter of historical record. The opinions 
and views of the author are his own and 
should in no way be construed as those of 
the Department of Defense, t.he Depart­
ment of the Navy or the U.S. Marine 
Corps. 

Marine Gunnery Sergeant Bob Newman 
served as the weapons platoon sergeant in 
"Fox" Company, 2nd Battalion, 4th Ma­
rines, during the Gulf War. A recon 
Marine parachutist and diver, he has 
served with various units in Europe, the 
Far East, Africa, Australia and now South­
west Asia . 

A naturalist, outdoors writer and pho­
tographer, he is founder of L.L. Bean 's 
Public Clinic Program 's ' Wilderness Sur­
vival' seminar. Newman has been pub­
lished in numerous magazines and is a 
former columnist for The Maine 
Sportsman. 

The gunny is a licensed instructor for 
the National Association for Search and 
Rescue (NASAR). He Jives in North 
Carolina with his wife, Susan, and daugh­
ter, Britta.~ 
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anna 
A 20-Year Reunion with Vietnam's Tokyo Rose 
Text & Photos by Don North 

WE called her Hanoi Han­
nah. She called herself 
Thu Houng, the fra­
grance of autumn. But 

her job was to chill and frighten, not to 
charm and seduce. 

"How are you, GI Joe? It seems to me 
that most of you are poorly informed about 
the going of the war, to say nothing about 
a correct explanation of your presence over 
here. Nothing is more confused (sic) than 
to be ordered into a war to die or to be 
maimed for life without the faintest idea of 
what's going on" - Hanoi Hannah, 16 
June 1967. 

The wartime words of Hanoi Hannah, 
part of the loud soundtrack for the Vietnam 
War. It may have been the first war fought 
to a rock ' n' roll background, but for 
American Gls, along with the beat came 
the message: disinformation from the 
enemy in Hanoi and misinformation from 
the U.S. Army in Saigon. Even so, radio 
brought music and messages with a famil­
iar sound to soldiers who thought the war 
was the end of the earth, and to many it 
didn ' t matter who was broadcasting -
Radio Hanoi or U.S. Armed Forces Radio. 

I returned to Vietnam a few weeks ago 
for the first time since the war, and mixed 
with the list of economists, generals and 
journalists I asked to interview, was Thu 
Houng, the lady we knew as Hanoi 
Hannah. The meeting was arranged. We 
would meet on the roof cafe of the Rex 
Hotel in Ho Chi Minh City for coffee at 
1000 hours. 

As an ABC News correspondent during 
the war, I tuned to her broadcasts regu­
larly. Radio Hanoi's broadcasts in English 

Hanoi Hannah, or Thu Houng, the fragrance 
of autumn. Interviewing her was like 
Dorothy parting the curtains hiding the 
Wizard of Oz. The great and terrible Hanoi 
Hannah turned out to be a mild-mannered 
announcer who read Stars and Stripes. 
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were just another source of information or 
disinformation to be checked out and 
sorted in the communications pudding of 
the Vietnam War. Some days on Radio 
Hanoi you just might hear useful informa­
tion, such as a message from an American 

An old Marine (Ken Watkins), an old 
journalist (Don North), and an old 
broadcaster meet on the roof of the Rex 
Hotel, Saigon. 

POW or the first hint of a policy shift in 
Hanoi's politburo, but mostly it was highly 
exaggerated reports of the war and curious 
messages to American Gis from Hanoi 
Hannah. 
' 'American Gis: Don't fight this 

unjust, immoral and illegal 
war of Johnson's. Get out of 

Vietnam now and alive. This is the Voice 
of Vietnam broadcasting from Hanoi, 
capital of the Democratic Republic of 
Vietnam. Our program for American Gis 
can be heard at 1630 hours. Now here's 
Connie Francis singing, 'I Almost Lost 
My Mind' " - 12 August 1967. 

In Vietnam, you habitually tuned to 
whatever newscasts your transistor would 
pick up. NBC was the first choice for radio 
news and most reliable, but often hard to 

pick up. On TJ.S. Armed Forces Radio 
even a major battle could sound like a 
minor skirmish if it didn't favor U.S. or 
Vietnamese government forces, but you 
learned to read between the lines of the 
newscasts. Sometimes you would hear 

your own TV or 
radio reports from 
Stateside broad­
casts, picked up 
and rebroadcast 
over U.S. Armed 
Forces Radio, as 
long as they 
didn ' t mention 
American set­
backs or were crit­
ical of Washing­
ton policy. 

Radio could be 
heard in most 
areas of South Vi­
etnam, particu­

larly at night, and I would often join 
groups of American Gls having a few 
beers before bed and setting the dial for 
Hanoi Hannah for a few laughs. 

The GI's radio was, after the rifle, his 
most valuable possession. Like his rifle 
butt, the radio was usually wrapped in 
frayed black tape for protection. They 
would laugh and hoot over Hannah's 
attempts to scare them into going home or 
her suggestions to frag an officer. If their 
unit was mentioned, a great cheer went up 
and they pelted the radio with empty beer 
cans. 

We would ask each other how the hell 
she could know the stuff she knew. 
Inevitably, the stories of her insights and 
military intelligence grew with each tell­
ing, and she was often credited with 
broadcasting Viet Cong offensives in ad­
vance and within hours of battles, knowing 
the names and hometowns of dead Ameri­
can soldiers. 

"Now for the war news. American 
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casualties in Vietnam: Army Corporal 
Larry J. Samples, Canada, Alabama ... 
Staff Sergeant Charles R. Miller, Tucson, 
Arizona .. . Sergeant Frank G. Herrera, 
Coolidge, Arizona ... " - 15 September 
1967. 

Former U.S. Marine Ken Watkins 
joined me on the roof of the Rex for 
the meeting with Hanoi Hannah. 

Ken is now a counselor at the Vietnam 
Outreach Center in Houston, Texas. He 
had returned to join a group of veterans 
from Garberville, California, to build a 
health clinic in Vung Tao. Ken had been 
confronting many old ghosts of his Viet­
nam duty in the past weeks. Hanoi Hannah 
would be yet another phantom to encoun­
ter face to face. 

Ken was a reg­
ular listener of 
Hannah's during 
his time as a 
corpsman with 
the U.S. 1st Ma­
rines based at 
Marble Mountain 
in 1966. "The 
signal was pretty 
good around Da 
Nang," Ken re­
called, "and we 
would tune in 
once or twice a 
week to hear her 
talk about the 
war, a war I was 
beginning to 
quest io n and 
wanted to hear 
discussed. 

So an old Marine and an old journalist 
waited that sunny Saigon morning on the 
roof of the old Rex for the real Hanoi 
Hannah to appear, waiting for reality to 
sweep away years of bitter old images in 
the mills of our minds. 

Dragon Lady? Prophet? Psy-warrior par 
excellence, or what? Like so many of the 
phantoms encountered in Vietnam, she 
was not what she seemed. 

She was no phantom, she didn't look 
like a dragon lady, and she was on time. A 
pleasant looking woman, slim, well­
groomed and attractive, showed up at 1000 
hours sharp on the Rex roof accompanied 
by an escort from the External Affairs 
Press Office. 

Don: What about the foreigners who 
helped you during the war? 

Hannah: The Australian journalist 
Wilfred Burchet helped us from time to 
time and a French woman, Madelaine 
Riffaud. We did several interviews with 
Cora Weiss and Jane Fonda. We asked 
Jane Fonda if she would like to meet 
American pilots in Hanoi, but she refused, 
she didn't want to. I saw the pilots 
sometimes and we broadcast statements 
but I never interviewed them either. They 
were authorized to listen to our broadcasts. 
And we broadcast tapes sent to us from 
Americans against the war. These were 
most effective I believe. Americans are 
xenophobic. They will believe their own 

people rather than 
the adversary, 
even a friendly 
enemy voice. 

Don: Did you 
ever evaluate the 
effects of your 
broadcasts? 

Hannah : No, 
during the war it 
was difficult to get 
feedback except 
through foreign 
news reports, but 
we knew we were 
being heard. 

Don: What 
were your main 
aims? 

" U.S. Armed 
Forces Radio 
didn't talk about 
the war really; 
they ignored the 
issues or public 
attitudes at home. 
Hanoi Hannah 

Hanoi Hannah broadcasts from Radio Hanoi during war. Much of the music she played was 

Hannah: We 
mentioned that 
Gls shou ld go 
AWOL and sug­
gested some frig­
ging, or, that is, 
fragging. We ad­
vised them to do 
what they think 
proper against the 

donated by American anti-war protesters. Photo: courtesy Don North 

didn't necessarily 
make sense, and there was a certain 
awkwardness; she used American English 
but really didn't speak our language in 
spite of her hip expressions and hit tunes, 
even tunes that were banned on U.S. Army 
radio. The best thing going for her was that 
she was female and had a nice, soft 
voice." 

"Any of her broadcasts you particularly 
remember?" I asked Ken while waiting 
for Hannah to arri:ve. 

"Whenever she named our unit, the 1st 
Marines, and where we were, that always 
stands out in my mind. Some of us thought 
she had spies everywhere, or a crystal 
ball" 

"Do you still feel anger toward her, 
Ken?" 

"Sure, some antagonism; add it to the 
Vietnam list. But this trip back is about 
corning full circle on a lot of things and she 
is another voice from the past I want to 
confront in person." 
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The wartime sounds of Radio Hanoi 
came flooding back. "We gotta get out of 
this place, if it's the last thing we ever do. 
We gotta get out of this place, .surely 
there's a better life for me and you" - an 
Eric Burdon song, regularly heard on 
Radio Hanoi, banned on U.S. Armed 
Forces Radio. 

D on: Thu Houng, you played a lot 
of American rock music. Where 
did you get it? 

Hannah: Yes, yes, we bought the music 
from progressive Americans who came to 
visit Hanoi. We also have our own music, 
but I think that the Gls like to listen to 
American music. It's more suitable to their 
ears. 

Don: What prompted your government 
to begin your broadcasts to American 
soldiers? 

Hannah: It wasn't a new idea. During 
the war against the French we had this kind 
of broadcast for the French soldiers. 

war. 
Don: But there 

were few, if any, 
defections of Americans. Did that surprise 
you? 

Hannah: No, we just continued our 
work. We believed in it. I put my heart in 
my work. 

Don: Many American soldiers think 
you received excellent intelligence on 
their unit positions and battle readiness 
and casualties. What was the main source 
of your information on U.S. troops in 
Vietnam? 

Hannah: U.S. Army Stars and Stripes. 
We read from it. We had it flown in every 
day. And we also read Newsweek, Time 
and several newspapers. We could also 
intercept the AP and UPI wires and of 
course we bad the news from our Vietnam 
News Agency and we rewrote it. We had 
many sources of news. We took remarks of 
American journalists and put it in our 
broadcasts, especially remarks about casu­
alties ... high casualties. There was the list 
of missing in action, and those who were 
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killed on the battlefield. We read the news 
with the native place (hometowns of Gis). 

Don: Sometimes the North Vietnamese 
anny, when they killed Americans, would 
find letters to their families. Did you ever 
get such letters and read them? 

Hannah: No. Maybe the anny, but not 
our radio station. 

Don: Do you remember any articles in 
particular that you used? 

Hannah: Yes, Arnaud de Borchgrave in 
Newsweek. I remember we used his 
articles. And Don Luce about the tiger 
cages in South Vie tnam . We would often 
say to the Gis that the Saigon regime was 
not worth their support. 

Don: Did you ever announce attacks 
before they took place? Many soldiers in 
Vietnam thought you did. 

Hannah: No, but, um ... I don't think ... 
For example, if we made a sum up of war 
news maybe the Gis would guess some­
thing. I don ' t know . We never informed 
that such and such a battle would take 
place. That we would not do. 

Don: You never gave any hints of what 
would take place? 

Hannah: Well, in our talks we said that 
if they were in Vietnam, how could they 
avoid the war zone and maybe they will 
get bad change, maybe killed. But it's not 
that such and such a battle took place. 

Mike Roberts, 41, from Detroit, Michi­
gan, remembers Hanoi Hannah. Mike was 
a Marine in a Hawk missile battalion just 
outside Da Nang through 1967 and 1968. ''A Vietnam black GI who re-

fuses to be a victim of racism 
is Billy Smith. It seems on the 

morning of March 15 a fragmentation 
grenade went off in an officer's barracks in 
Bien Hoa Army Base killing two gung ho 
lieutenants and wounding a third. Smith 
was illegally searched, arrested and put in 
Long Binh jail and brought home for trial. 
The evidence that clearly showed him 
guilty of all charges and specifications was 
this: being black, poor and against the war 
and the Army and refusing to be a victim 
of racism. " - 30 March 1968. 

Mike Roberts summed up the black 
veteran's attitude to Hannah's broadcasts. 
"I remember June 1967. I was sitting in a 
tent with about 13 guys from Charlie 
Company. We were all on mess duty and 
we were gambling, drinking and having a 
good time shootin' craps, talking about the 
world, listening to music, and you know, 
one guy kept saying, 'Shhh, shhh, be 
quiet,' and everybody said, 'What? What?' 
and he said 'There's a riot in Detroit!' And 
everybody stopped. 

"U.S. Armed Forces Radio was sayin' 
yeah, there ' s a riot in Detroit. I guess the 
governor called in the troops .. . there was 
some loss of life. There was no feeling of, 
you know, what were they rioting for? 
What possibly could they want? We all 
knew what they wanted, you know what 
I'm sayin.' So of course we would feel 
some sort of empathy for the folks back 
home .. . the guys in the street who were 
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U.S. Marine casualty loaded into chopper at 
Dong Ha. Within a few days, his name would 
be read by Hanoi Hannah over Radio Hanoi. 

struggling or rioting. 
"Hanoi Hannah came on soon after that, 

and she knew what guard unit was called 
in, what kind of weapons were used ... you 
know what I'm sayin. ' That ' s when it 
started to hit home .. . 

"We knew what kind of firepower and 
what kind of devastation that kind of 
weapon could do to people, and now those 
same weapons were turning on us, you 
know, our own military was killing our 
own people. We might as well have been 
Viet Cong ... you know what I'm sayin'? It 
was just bad news, but Hanoi Hannah 
picked up on it and she talked about it. 

"And clearly if she knew about it, 
Armed Forces Radio did, too. They knew 
more than they broadcast. That was really 
the first time I started hearing Hanoi 
Hannah call upon blacks to rethink their 
situation there. 'Why are you fighting? 
You have your own battle to fight in 
America.' We were smoking herbs, you 
know, and listening to Hanoi Hannah. 

"Now, most of the guys that I hung out 
with didn't stay up all night waiting for 
Hannah to come on. But there were times 
when ... like during bunker watch at night 
... we wanted to listen to Hanoi Hannah .. . 
to see what she had to say. But we didn't 
really see her as our friend ... somebody 
who is looking out for our best interest and 
would keep the Viet Cong from killing us 
if they had a chance.' ' 

T om Walles spent eight years in 
Vietnam and Thailand with U.S . 
Anny Special Forces. During his 

time in the Central Highlands, Tom partic­
ularly remembers one broadcast. 

"We had a young lieutenant who had 
just turned 22 years old and we wanted 
him to come down and celebrate his 
birthday at headquarters. He got a sampan 
with a couple of security guards and they 
started down the river. One of the enemy 
reached out and handed them a grenade 
and killed two of them in the boat. We 
found the boat later, and there was a 
birthday card bought at an American PX 
pinned to his chest that said ' Happy 22nd 
Birthday, Lieutenant ... this will be your 
last.' A day or two later, we picked up 
Hanoi Hannah saying that, uh, congratula­
tions to Lieutenant so and so, it's too bad 
he won't make his 23rd birthday." 

Jim Maciolek served at Lai Khe with the 

1st Division in 1966. " When we heard 
Hannah mention our unit we would give a 
toast to her and then throw our beer cans at 
the radio. If she knew where we were, so 
did everybody else. But Armed Forces 
Radio was on constantly, too. It was run by 
the U.S. military so we heard what they 
wanted us to hear. I think I would have 
liked to hear about the opposition to the 
war that was being staged back home. That 
way I would have been better prepared 
when I got back home ... seeing hippies, 
people chanting slogans, people with black 
arm bands ... that was all new to me. " 

Hanoi Hannah could always be assured 
of at least one captive audience, the 
American POWs "authorized" to hear her 
broadcasts in the Hanoi Hilton. A speaker 
wired into every room made Hannah 's 
commentaries impossible to ignore, al­
though some tried . Lieutenant Com­
mander Ray Voden, of McLean, Virginia, 
endured her broadcasts for almost eight 
years after being shot down over Hanoi on 
3 April 1965 . 

' 'Hanoi Hannah's broadcasts 
often stirred up arguments 
among the POWs; there 

were near fist fights over the program. 
Some guys wanted to hear it, while other 
guys tried to ignore it. Personally, I 
listened because I was never influenced 
and usually gleaned information reading 
between the lines. 

"They always exaggerated our aircraft 
losses, often claiming hundreds of U.S. 
planes shot down around Hanoi when we 
had not heard antiaircraft fire for weeks. 
Once they piped in the BBC news by 
mistake and for once we really heard what 
was going on in the world. The music was 
the best part of Radio Hanoi and some­
times they played American tunes that 
were supposed to make us homesick, but 
they had the opposite effect. One time they 
played 'Downtown' by Petula Clark and 
everyone started dancing and yelling for 
an hour ... just went wild. Another one that 
gave us a hoot was ' Don ' t Fence Me In,' 
by Ella Fitzgerald, I think. 

''I taped Christmas messages for Radio 
Hanoi a few times, most of us did ... It was 
no big deal, but they would make life 
miserable for you if you didn't. I've no 
hatred for them now. They were doing 
their job and I was doing mine. But, no, I 
wouldn't go out of my way to meet Hanoi 
Hannah if I were given the chance today.'' 

Gerry Clark, from Detroit, had been in 
country just two weeks when he heard 
Hanoi Hannah. "After welcoming our 
unit, Hanoi Hannah said she had a surprise 
for us. She said that in honor of Ho Chi 
Minh's birthday, there would be an enemy 
attack. Just then I heard small arms fire in 
the distance. It grew steadier and louder 
until it became a full-scale attack on the 
Da Nang Air Base." 

George Hart, from Boston, remembers 
Hanoi Hannah's broadcasts that men-

Continued on page 86 
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HR EE-hundred-seventy-six 
American servicemen and 
women died, along with 
scores of Coalition soldiers, in 
the recent Gulf War to defend 
Saudi Arabia and oust Saddam 
Hussein 's forces from Kuwait. 
Yet the man who started the 

war, who pillaged Kuwait and torched its 
oil fields, who held American hostages as 
"human shields, " who used weapons of 
mass destruction against his own people 
and sent Scud missiles hurtling toward 
Israel, who twice in a single decade 
launched wars of aggression - is alive 
and well and remains in power in Iraq. He 
is engaged in a crash program to rearm and 
revital ize his shattered military and, ac­
cording to recent reports, much of his 
chemical, biological, and nuclear capabili­
ties remain intact. 

The U.S. public is not happy about 
Saddam 's resilience and recent polls indi­
cate that most Americans believe that 
Saddam's downfall should have been the 
chief goal of the Bush administration, 
regardless of U.N. resolutions calling only 
for the removal of Iraqi forces from 
Kuwait. The ruthless suppression of upris­
ings in northern and southern Iraq, and the 
resulting suffering of the Kurds, is seen as 
the inevitable result of stopping short of 
ousting Saddam from power. 

Some observers go even further. Why, 
they ask, was it necessary to go to war with 
Iraq when our problems were chiefly with 
one man? Wouldn ' t it have been better, 
they want to know, to have killed Saddam 
than to have sacrificed so many fine young 
Americans on the battlefield? 

Humorist Dave Berry agrees. He has 
suggested that the State Department be 
abolished and in its place, there would be 
the "Department of a Couple of Guys 
Named Victor." Instead of "sending hun­
dreds of thousands of our people to fight 
hundreds of thousands of Iraqis all because 
of one scuzball , I'd say, ' Victors, it would 
not depress me to hear that Saddam 
Hussein had some kind of unfortunatel y 
fatal accident in the shower.' " 

President Bush, for his part, has made it 
clear that our problem was not with the 
Iraqi people, but rather with their leader­
ship. On 21 January, he even called it the 
"war against Saddam." There is little 
question that we were fighting an individ­
ual instead of a nation . Iraq is by every 
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A Navy SEAL in the Saudi Desert with his M14 rifle. This rifle, a descendent of John Garand's original 
masterpiece, when properly bedded and scoped, makes an exceptional sniper rifle, although 
one was never tried on Saddam. The U.S. military ordered a number of these rifles with 
hand-honed triggers, _special barrels and other modifications, and they are now known as the 
M21 . Photo: courtesy Dale B. Cooper 
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COULD WE HAVE 
HIT SADDAM? 

General Norman Schwarzkopf noted on 20 
January 1991 that the U.S. does not have "a 
policy of trying to kill any particular 
individual." Photo: DoD 

standard an out-and-out dictatorship, char­
acterized by a cult of personality that 
hasn ' t been seen since Mao Zedong. 
Saddam's portrait graces virtually every 
home. From billboards to government 
offices, T-shirts, wristwatches, and even 
the country' s currency - you can ' t escape 
his smiling visage . Monuments to him dot 
the landscape, and much of the country ' s 
infrastructure - or at least what ' s left of it 

is named after him. 

To Kill Or Not To Kill 

A few public figures, such as Senator 
Alfonso D' Aman to (R-NY), 
wondered aloud why we didn ' t go 

after Saddam. The Bush administration, by 
contrast, took the position, even after the 
war started, that Saddam was not a specific 
U.S. target. The United States, announced 
General Norman Schwarzkopf on 20 
January 1991 , does not have "a policy of 
trying to kill any particular individual. " 
This, of course, was in direct contrast to 
statements made last fall by Air Force 
Chief of Staff General Michael Dugan, 
who told several reporters that, in the event 
of war, the United States would attempt 
not only to target Saddam, but his family 
and mistress as well. Dugan was fired by 
Secretary of Defense Dick Cheney for his 
indiscreet remarks. 

Despite overwhelming evidence that 
our problem was with Saddam and that his 
removal from the scene would, in all 
likelihood, have resulted in an Iraqi 
pullout from Kuwait and a more benign 
regime in Baghdad, little effort was made 
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by Neil Livingstone 

to target him directly, either before or after 
the onset of hostilities. Many reasons were 
cited for such restraint, including the 
existence of a presidential ban on 
assassinations. But in reality, the problem 
was far more complex and involved 
practical issues as well as legal, moral, and 
political ones . 

Could we, from a purely operational 
point of view, have " taken out" 
Saddam? Not necessarily. While 

the United States is the only superpower in 
the world today, without equal in terms of 
its military power and intelligence 
capabilities, it is clear that Saddam was, 
and remains, a formidable target. 

In order to kill Saddam Hussein, it 
would first have been necessary to locate 
him, and that would have been no easy 
task. The Israelis, who keep close tabs on 
all Middle Eastern leaders, regard Saddam 
as the most difficult Arab leader to track. 
In contrast to those like Yasir Arafat, 
whose every move they closely monitor, 
Israeli intelligence sources say that prior to 
the war they could locate Saddam at best 
three times a week, and even then, not with 
precision. Since the Gulf War, they said, 
he has nearly dropped out of sight. 

The Coalition allies were also hampered 
by the fact that they had few agents in Iraq, 
and thus little hard intelligence about 
Saddam or his movements. Once the war 
started, the situation became even worse 
because the U.S. jamming of Iraqi 
communications made it difficult, if not 
impossible, for deep-cover agents to stay 
in contact with their governments. As a 
result, fixing Saddam 's whereabouts was 
largely a hit-and-miss proposition. 

Former Israeli Prime Minister Golda 
Meir observed that, " One of the first 
lessons that most Arab rulers learn is the 

In place of the State 
Department, some 
have suggested a 
new agency be 
created, the 
"Department of a 
Couple of Guys 
Named Victor,'' to 
deal with people like 
Saddam Hussein. 
Photo: R. Sachs/ 
Sygma 

connection between secrecy and 
longevity." One of the most secretive 
leaders on earth, Saddam Hussein has 
made paranoia an art form . The Iraqi 
strongman is nothing if not unpredictable. 
He adheres to no fixed schedule and often 
changes his itinerary spontaneously. His 
rare public appearances are never 
announced in advance. He avoids regular 
hours, and often fai ls to show up at 
scheduled events, even those in his honor. 

Elusive Scuzball 

Indicative of his unpredictability, on 17 
January, the morning after the war began, 
he was filmed touring a neighborhood 
where several targets had been hit. He 
stepped out of his car for a quick photo 
opportunity and greeted passers-by on the 
street, who seemed genuinely surprised to 
see him. Unlike so many other Middle 
Eastern leaders, whose movements are 
major productions, Saddam appeared to be 
traveling with only a few highly trusted 
bodyguards in one or two unmarked 
sedans. By moving around this way, 
Saddam certainly reduces the chances that 
there will be a breach of security or that 
anyone can lay a trap for him. 

S addam, moreover, is no tourist. The 
last time he is known to have 
traveled outside the Arab world was 

a 1975 trip to France, three years before 
becoming leader of Iraq. This does not 
mean, however, that he spends very much 
time in the same place. He 's always on the 
move and rarely sleeps in the same bed for 
more than a few nights. He employs many 
ruses and his movements around Iraq are 
masked by phony communications traffic. 
Most of the time he spends hunkered down 
in a vast network of heavily guarded 
palaces and bunkers throughout the 
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Sgt. Ryan sits with heavily camouflaged sniper 
rifle nestled In his lap. The weapon is an 
M40A 1. It starts out as a Remington 700 
bolt-action rifle and is fitted with a heavy 
stainless steel barrel, hand-tuned trigger, 
fiberglass stock, a fixed 10-power magnifi­
cation scope and a sound suppressor. Photo: 
courtesy Dale B. Cooper 

country . According to one source, he has 
83 palaces and residences at his disposal. 

His personal Praetorian Guard is 
5,000 strong, and they are the 
most highly rewarded and 

coddled troops in all of Iraq. They swear 
personal loyalty only to Saddam, not to the 
state or even his Ba' ath party. But even 
they are not completely trusted. To guard 
against plots hatched within the Iraqi 
government, Saddam wrapped himself in 
layer after layer of competing and often 
overlapping security, each layer charged 
with spying on the layers around it, and all 
watched over by a pervasive secret police 
establishment. Saddam's inner circle is 
composed largely of men from his home 
village of Takrit, many of whom have 
blood and kinship ties to him. 

Saddam responds in kind to the 
devotion of his bodyguards. When his 
eldest son, Uday, killed one of his favorite 
bodyguards (and chief food taster) in a 
drunken rage (the "official" version says 
the man was playing his stereo too loud), 
Saddam reportedly had him arrested and 
imprisoned, only later commuting the 
sentence to exile because of the "insistent 
demands" of the murdered man's family 
that he show leniency. Uday is now back in 
Iraq, but no longer is being groomed as his 
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father's successor. Actions like that 
impress bodyguards and instill loyalty. 

T hose with appointments, including 
foreign leaders, are never certain 
until the last minute where, or 

even if, they will meet with Saddam. After 
his ] 990 trip to Baghdad, former U.S. 
Assistant Secretary of State John Kelly 
said that the Iraqi dictator had the most 
extensive security that he had ever 
witnessed in a quarter-century as a 
diplomat. Although riding in an official 
car and accompanied by senior Iraqi 
foreign ministry officials, Kelly and his 
party were stopped at three separate 
checkpoints at gunpoint and allowed to 
pass only after their documents were 
checked and their identities verified. 
During the entire meeting with Saddam, 
Kelly said that the Iraqi dictator was 
surrou nded by arm ed bodyguards. 
Saddam's personal interpreter was so 
frightened, presumably of making some 
kind of inadvertent mistake, that his hands 
trembled throughout the meeting, Kelly 
recalled. 

As war approached , Saddam's 
ordinarily strict security became even 
more rigorous. CNN correspondent Peter 
Arnett, who covered the war from 
Baghdad, was offered an unexpected 
interview with Saddam after the beginning 
of the air war. As a precondition to the 
interview, he was strip-searched, with the 
Iraqi security men inspecting "every 
pocket and seam of my clothing. My 
wallet, watch, pe n and notebook, 
handkerchief and comb were put into a 
plastic bag and taken away. They were 
even reluctant to return my trouser belt 

until I objected," Arnett recalled. 
Arnett was allowed to put his clothes 

back on and he then had his hands 
immersed in some kind of disinfectant. 
Finally, he was ordered to remain in the 
lobby of his hotel and not touch anything 
or talk to anyone until his escort arrived, 
some hours later. 

Squirt Gun Assassin 

Saddam is, after all, a former assassin, 
and he knows most of the tricks of the 
trade. It was his assassination, while still a 
teenager, of a prominent supporter of 
former Iraqi strongman Abdul Karim 
Qassem that first brought Saddam to 
prominence. As a reward for his derring­
do, he was asked to lead an assassination 
squad charged with killing Qassem 
himself. Owing to a breech of security, 
Saddam and his confederates knew the 
route of Qassem 's motorcade, and the Iraqi 
leader narrowly escaped their trap. It is a 
lesson Saddam has never forgotten. 

Saddam, on the other hand, was not 
the most successful assassin in the 
world. His operation to kill Qassem 

has been described as "a fiasco." A 
member of Saddam's team, who was 
supposed to block Qassem 's limousine 
and the accompanying escort vehicles with 
his car, couldn't find his car keys at the last 
moment. An argument ensued among the 
plotters over what to do next, which was 
interrupted only when Qassem's convoy 
appeared in the distance. Saddam and his 
men broke off the argument and opened 
fire on the Iraqi leader' s car. In the fierce 
gunfight that followed, Saddam and one of 
his confederates were wounded, and they 

SEPTEMBER 91 



fled from the scene without having 
accomplished their mission. 

Five years later, Saddam was chosen to 
lead another assassination attempt, this 
time against one of Qassem's successors. 
But like the first plot, th~s one also came a 
cropper. Nevertheless, Saddam celebrates 
his role as an assassin, and his murderous 
exploits have been embellished and 
incorporated into the national lore. And he's still at it. 

In 1971, for example, Saddam 
asked an Iraqi religious leader to 

wear a tape recorder underneath his robes 
during a meeting with Kurdish leader 
Mustafa Barzani. He was instructed to 
push a button to start the recorder as the 
meeting got underway. However, 
unbeknownst to the Mullah, the tape 
recorder was in reality - you guessed it 
- a bomb. The Mullah dutifully followed 
his orders and pressed the button just as tea 
was being served at the outset of the 
meeting. The tea server absorbed most of 
the blast, along with the hapless Mullah, 
and Barzani escaped with only minor 
injuries. 

It is hard to get the drop on a man with 
such a diabolical mind. Nevertheless, there 
have been more than a dozen serious 
attempts on his life since he took power, 
including those in 1982, 1984, 1985, 1987, 
1989, and perhaps even one during the 
recent Gulf War. Most of the plots have 
been hatched by those closest to him. 
Accordingly, even Saddam's cabinet 
ministers reportedly must hand over their 
personal sidearms, or at least their 
magazines, to his bodyguards while in the 
"great man's" presence. 

Some of the plots, however, have been 
carried out by the fundamentalist Shia 
Daawa Movement. In 1989, for example, 
they narrowly missed killing Saddam, 
along with Jordan's King Hussein and 
President Mubarak of Egypt, who were 
visiting Iraq at the time, when a truck 
loaded with explosives was discovered 
before it could be detonated. 

During his bloody rise to power, 
Saddam came to believe that compassion 
is weakness, and that an enemy not 
liquidated is an enemy who may one day 
liquidate you. He is absolutely ruthless, 
and moves against suspected foes at the 
first sign of disloyalty. Even his own 
brother-in-law fell victim to his paranoia 
in a helicopter "accident," which was 
strangely similar to a number of other 
chopper crashes that removed potential 
rivals from the scene. 

Saddam: Good To His Word 

Then there is the famous story of Dr. 
Riyadh Ibrahim, the former minister of 
health. Dr. Ibrahim was the only member 
of the Iraqi cabinet foolish enough to give 
an honest answer when asked by Saddam, 
in 1982, if he should step down from 
power in order to win a cease-fire with Iran 
during the protracted war between the two 
countries. Saddam thanked the doctor for 
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his candor, then had him escorted to 
another room. There, Saddam drew his 
sidearm and executed his health minister 
on the spot. Dr. Ibrahim's wife appealed to 
the dictator to release her husband, and 
Saddam promised that he would return the 
doctor to his wife the following day. Good 
to his word, Saddam sent Dr. Ibrahim 
home in a small black bag; he had been cut 
into pieces. 

Torture is institutionalized in Iraq and 
no one is immune. Iraqi torture chambers 
also flourished during the occupation of 
Kuwait. After the Iraqis fled the country, 
authorities found a large inventory of 
instruments used to torture Kuwaitis. 
These included wood planes used to shave 
away skin, pliers for pulling fingernails 

All the comforts of home - heated pool, 
mosque, kitchen - in reinforced concrete 
and hundreds of feet below the ground. The 
4, 700-pound penetration bomb, designated 
the GBU-28, or "bunker buster," was not 
delivered Into the Iraqi theater of operations 
in time to threaten Saddam. 

and toenails, power drills, blow torches, 
bats and truncheons, razors, knives, bottles 
used to rape women, and devices for 
administering electric shocks. T hus, anyone considering a plot 

against Saddam must consider the 
consequences if it does not 

succeed, not only to themselves but to their 
families. In the past, Saddam has wiped 
out the entire families of those who 
conspired against him. In view of his 
extraordinary security and his vicious 
response to anyone opposing him, 
Coalition intelligence services rated the 
chances of some kind of internal coup or 
assassination, prior to Iraq's military 
defeat, as extremely remote. Similarly, 
they discounted the possibility of 
"turning" a member of his Praetorian 
Guard involving that person in a plot to kill 
Saddam, since it would have required 
someone with a death wish. 

Military planners discussed the 
possibility of the so-called "silver bullet" 
option, where Saddam would be killed or 
incapacitated by a lucky shot, simply 

because he was in the wrong place at the 
wrong time. They held out at least some 
hope that U.S. or Coalition forces might 
hit him in one of the many command-and­
control centers that were on the priority 
target list, or that they might catch him out 
in the open, perhaps in transit between two 
locations. According to some reports, this 
nearly happened during the air war when 
Saddam's 50-vehicle convoy was blasted 
by U.S. warplanes on the highway 
between Baghdad and Basra. 
Unfortunately, he escaped without a 
scratch. Although snipers could have 

infiltrated into Baghdad, there was 
little prospect that they would have 

gotten close enough to Saddam either to 
shoot him or target one of his aircraft with 
a surface-to-air missile. Coalition planners 
finally concluded that the only place where 
there was any real likelihood of nailing 
him was in one of his bunkers, especially 
the $80 million underground bunker built 
by the West Germans beneath the 
presidential palace in Baghdad. 

They examined a number of methods of 
attacking the bunkers, including cruise 
missiles and so-called "smart" munitions. 
But most of the weapons did not pack 
enough punch, concluded military 
analysts, to rip through the tons of concrete 
shielding the bunkers. The U.S. had 
15,000-pound bombs (BLU-82s), so­
called "daisy cutters," in its arsenal, and 
used them against Republican Guard 
fortifications in southern Iraq. But such 
bombs could only be delivered by 
lumbering C-130s, and were far from 
surgical weapons. 

In order to attack Saddam's bunkers, 
military engineers launched a crash 
program to develop a new bunker-buster, 
which arrived in theater only days before 
the war ended. The powerful new 4, 700-
pound penetration bomb, designated 
GBU-28, was created by boring out old 
8-inch artillery barrels, welding them 
together, and filling them with high 
explosive. Equipped with fins and a laser­
guidance system, the bombs were tested in 
Nevada before being shipped to the 
Middle East. One of the test weapons, say 
Air Force officials, drove so deep into the 
desert floor that it has not yet been 
recovered. 

Inadequate Info 

Special operations forces also could 
have been sent to attack Saddam's 
bunkers, either with explosives or by 
pumping chemical agents into the target 
bunker's ventilation system. But such 
operations would have been extremely 
risky and would have required more 
real-time intelligence about Saddam's 
movements than was available. 

In summary, from a purely operational 
point of view, the United States had a 
number of options for "taking out" 

Continued on page 96 
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Were 248 U.S. Paratroopers Killed by 

Home for the holidays - 248 tired soldiers of 3rd Battalion, 
502nd Infantry, lOJst Airborne Division (Air Assault) are on 
the last leg of their long journey home. 

They have just completed a six-month tour of duty with the 
Multinational Force and Observers (MFO) in the Sinai and 
now, with Christmas just two weeks away, are flying back to 
Ft. Campbell, Kentucky. 

It's been a Jong flight from Cair:o, Egypt, stopping first at 
Cologne, Germany, and now Gander, Newfoundland, for 
refueling. On board the chartered Arrow Air DC-8 the mood is 
cheerful; the men are looking forward to spending the season 
with their families and friends . 

At 0543 Gander time, Arrow Air flight 1285 is cleared for 
departure. The ''Big A'' DC-8 roars down the runway, its four 
engines at maximum thrust, and takes off into the cold, early 
morning air. 

And then something terrible happens. 
The aircraft suddenly levels off. Low and losing airspeed, it 

starts to veer to the right and then, too quickly, the DC-8 goes 
down, crashing into a densely wooded ravine barely a 
kilometer from Gander International. 

There will be no survivors. All 248 soldiers on board, as well 
as the plane 's eight crew members, have been murdered. 

by John Landers 

F
IVE years have gone by since the worst aviation 
disaster in Canadian history. During that time, 
the families of the victims have buried their 
dead, several official "investigations" have 
been conducted, and the parties responsible for 

the deaths of 248 American servicemen remain free and 
unaccused. 

While many of the details of this tragedy may never be 
known, the facts uncovered so far clearly indicate that the 
Arrow Air crash at Gander on 12 December 1985 was no 
accident, and neither was the ensuing cover-up. Canada's 
Aviation Safety Board (CASB), which handled the initial probe 
of the crash, chose to ignore overwhelming evidence of 
terrorist involvement and instead blamed the disaster on 
"excessive wing icing." 

That the U.S. government simply accepted this verdict and 
refused to conduct an independent inquiry is both remarkable 
and disturbing. It has become increasingly clear that there are 
a number of people who are hoping, for various reasons, that 
the entire matter will be forgotten. For the families of the 
victims, however, and for those who care about the men and 
women that protect our nation, forgett-ing is impossible. 

The soldiers killed at Gander were mostly members of the 



Terrorists? 

IOlst Airborne who had been temporarily assigned to the 
Sinai-based MFO. Created to enforce the terms of the 1979 
Israeli-Egyptian disengagement treaty, the MFO was consid­
ered a prime target for terrorist attack at the time of the crash. 

Just IO months earlier, on 14 February 1984, the MFO's 
American director-general, Leamon Hunt, had been shot to 
death by terrorists in Rome, where the force is headquartered. 

Message from Islamic Jihad 

Shortly after the crash in Newfoundland, a French news 
agency in Beirut received a telephone call from a man claiming 
to represent Islamic Jihad, the pro-Iranian Shi' ite Moslem 
terrorist organization. 

The anonymous caller boasted that Islamic Jihad was 
responsible for the crash, having placed a bomb on board the 
aircraft to prove their "ability to strike at the Americans 
anywhere." Limited news of the Gander crash was already 
being broadcast around the world, but the caller seemed to have 
detailed knowledge of the plane' s passengers and flight plan 
that had not yet been made public. 

In addition, he claimed that the bomb had been set to explode 
when the DC-8 was over the northeastern United States. An 
unexpected refueling delay in Cologne had put the flight so far 



behind schedule that the plane went down 
in a relatively unpopulated area instead. 

In Gander, meanwhile, eyewitnesses 
from around the airport were telling both 
investigators and the media that the Arrow 
Air plane had exploded before it hit the 
ground. Others described seeing fire 
coming from the aircraft as it was tak­
ing off. 

Cecil Mackie, who was driving a truck 
along the Trans-Canada Highway when 
the doomed jet passed overhead at less 
than 100 feet, told reporters that "there 
was a flame on the bottom'' of the aircraft, 
and that, "It seemed like there was no 
engine noise ... just a rumbling." 

Despite numerous reports that some sort 
of fire and/or explosion had occurred, the 
U.S. government immediately tried to 
dismiss the possibility that the crash had 
been the result of a terrorist attack. At a 
hastily organized news conference, White 
House spokesman Larry Speakes told the 

feet into the air." Some testified later that 
they had been cautioned about live 
ordnance, possibly even chemical 
munitions, being scattered throughout the 
area. 

Other firefighters were instructed to 
search the wreckage for certain pieces of 
the plane's cargo. Of special interest, it 
seems, were a number of large wooden 
crates - contents unknown - and a 
satchel containing, according to different 
reports, a "mid-month payroll," "pay 
vouchers," or a considerable amount of 
cash. 

In the middle of this confusion, a 
Canadian Forces Explosive Ordnance 
Disposal (BOD) team appeared at the 
scene. The officer in charge, Lieutenant 
Colonel T.C. Badcock, later authored a 
book, Broken Arrow, about his role at the 
crash site. He claimed his unit was ordered 
to gather up military ordnance, which had 
evidently been part of the plane's cargo, 

The U.S. government immediately 

tried to dismiss the possibility that 

the crash had been the result 

of a terrorist attack. 

press that there was "no evidence of 
sabotage or an explosion in flight." 

Robert Simms, the Pentagon's chief 
spokesman, told reporters that there were 
"no indications of explosions prior to the 
crash or of hostile action." A spokesman 
for the Defense Department joined the 
chorus, stating that there was "no 
evidence of sabotage." Officials 
aggressively ignored Islamic Jihad's claim 
of responsibility. 

Just four hours after the crash, an entry 
was made in the Pentagon duty officer's 
log: "Suspect icing of the wings as the 
cause of accident." 

Evidence In Flames 

The wreckage was, of course, still 
burning. Rescue workers had been rushed 
to the crash site. Fires, fed by thousands of 
gallons of jet fuel, were out of control. The 
scene grew even more chaotic as airport 
officials, military personnel, and the Royal 
Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) began 
to arrive. Firefighters struggled to get their 
equipment to the scene, and the police 
began to cordon off the area. 

Rescue workers who were at the crash 
site that morning recall being rocked by 
dozens of "unusual" explosions while 
they tried to battle the flames. Many of 
these blasts were powerful enough to 
cause "mounds of rubble to lift several 
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even while the DC-S's wreckage was still 
blazing. 

Badcock maintains that the munitions, 
some of which appear to have been live 
light antitank weapons (LAW) rounds, 
were quickly and carefully removed from 
the scene. Other objects, which he declines 
to describe due to national security 
concerns, were also supposedly recovered 
and taken away. Predictably, no official 
records of such actions have ever been 
made public. 

Back in Washington, officials were 
huddled in emergency meetings, trying to 
organize some sort of response to the 
disaster. The National Transportation 
Safety Board (NTSB), along with the 
Federal Aviation Administration (FAA), 
immediately dispatched a group of 
advisers to the crash site. The FBI, at the 
invitation of Canadian authorities, sent an 
explosives expert, a member of the FBI 
disaster team, a metallurgy expert, a legal 
attache, and a forensic photographer to 
Gander. 

In the Pentagon, the decision was made 
to send a team to the scene as soon as 
possible, ostensibly to assist the RCMP in 
recovering the victims' remains. The 
Army team was under the command of 
Major General John Crosby, the Army's 
assistant deputy chief of staff of personnel, 
who has since retired as a lieutenant 

general. 
By mid-afternoon in Gander, most of 

the fires from the crash had been brought 
under control. Though much of the 
wreckage would continue to bum well into 
the next day, a preliminary investigation of 
the crash site could soon be conducted. 

A firefighter finally located the missing 
money satchel; he later estimated that it 
weighed at least 75 pounds. Where the bag 
and its contents went after they were 
turned over to authorities at the scene 
remains uncertain. The mysterious 
wooden crates, or whatever was left of 
them, were apparently never recovered. 

Who's Calling Whom About What? 

The U.S. Army response team, which 
was already at the site, was busy relaying 
details of the situation back to 
Washington. A report, compiled 
afterwards by the Union of Canadian 
Transport Employees (UCTE), revealed 
that ''within the first 24 hours of the crash, 
more than 500 telephone communications 
were made between American officials at 
Gander and the U.S. State Department, 
Justice Department, and Pentagon." 

A subsequent request from the CASB 
for information about these conversations 
was denied by the U.S. government. 

Late in the day, Crosby met with 
representatives of the CASB, the FAA, the 
NTSB, McDonnell Douglas and Pratt and 
Whitney at an organizational meeting. The 
RCMP was put in charge of the site, and, 
in accordance with international civil 
aviation law, the CASB was tasked with 
investigating the cause of the crash. 

Afterwards, according to Crosby, 
Canadian officials went with him "just 
prior to sunset" to see the wreckage. 
"Because of the risk of disturbing 
evidence at the crash site," he maintains, 
"no other member of my team was 
allowed to visit the site." Firefighters, as 
well as other personnel, continued to work 
in the area throughout the night, though, so 
it's doubtful the scene could have been 
accurately preserved. 

In any case, access to the site was now 
being controlled, in a curious fashion, by 
the RCMP. The FBI's legal attache, who 
had been sent to Gander at the request of 
Canadian authorities, would never be 
allowed to visit the crash site. 

Two representatives from Arrow Air, 
Ross Mallery and Michael Mendez, who 
arrived on the morning of 13 December, 
also received a peculiar reception. 
Initially, neither was allowed access to the 
crash site or the investigation command 
center. Nine hours later, after watching 
members of the Army, the NTSB, the 
CASB, and the news media tramp in and 
out through the police line, Mendez was 
finally escorted out to the crash scene. 

Mendez later reported some of the day's 
other events in an internal memo which 
was sent to an Arrow Air executive. In the 
memo, he stated that, "The NTSB 
representative, George [Seidlein], 
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Although mem bers of the news media tromped 
through police li nes, Canadian officials allegedly 
controlled the crash site so tightly that they didn't 
grant the FBI permission to conduct an investiga­
tion . P hoto: Sceve l..i ss/Gamma-Liaison 

mentioned that Crosby wanted to bulldoze 
over the crash site immediately." 

This, he added, ''was also understood 
by the claims adjuster for AAU 
[Associated Aviation Underwriters], 
Bruce Mally." Crosby has, at various 
times, attributed the bulldozing request to 
Canadian officials, claimed he was quoted 
out of context, and denied ever making 
such a statement. 

On 14 December, the FBI's team of 
experts quietl y departed from Gander. The 
FBI claimed afterwards that they "had not 
been granted permission by the Canadian 
government to conduct any investigation 
of the cra sh." Furthermore, their 
involvement in the matter was 
unwarranted , since "there was no 
indication that the crash was caused by an 
explosive or destructive device, or other 
criminal act. " 

As the investigation of the crash 
developed, Canadian authorities appeared 
to be determined to blame the crash on 
wing icing. This one-tracked approach is 
puzzling, given the fact that no ice formed 

Rescue workers and fire fighters were instructed to 
search wreckage fo r some large wooden crates and 
a satchel contain ing either "pay vouchers'' or a large 
amount of cash. Photo: Joe Traver/Gamma­
Liaison 
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on the wings of a Boeing 737 which took 
off from Gander airport just minutes prior 
to the Arrow Air crash . 

Another Boeing 737, which landed at 
Gander shortly after the DC-8 went down, 
also showed no signs of wing icing. 
Furthermore, the experienced ground crew 
that refueled the Arrow Air flight, the men 
who pumped fuel into the aircraft's wings 
just before takeoff, testified that the plane 
was completely free of ice when it taxied 
out to the runway. 

The CASB's obsession with wing icing 
also totaJly discounted the many reports of 
an in-flight fire or explosion. Harold 
Marthinsen, director of accident 
investigation for the Air Line Pilots 
Association (ALPA), noted that the 
board's bias toward icing was plainly 
evident during the questioning of 
witnesses. 

When Evidence Isn't Evidence 

At one point, the CASB ' s chief 
investigator, Peter Boag, went so far as to 
tell reporters that, "There is no evidence to 
support [the eyewitness accounts]." Since 
eyewitness testimony is generally 

accepted as being evidence, it's clear that 
Boag decided to ignore facts that didn't 
support the wing icing theory. 

The possibility that the DC-8 was 
downed by terrorists was never seriously 
investigated by the CASB. Even though an 
international aviation terrorism alert was 
in effect at the time of the Arrow Air crash, 
and in spite of the fact that Islamic Jihad 
had claimed responsibility, the leaders of 
the Canadian board repeatedly refused to 
hear or examine evidence that suggested 
foul play. 

Bitter disagreements about the nature of 
the investigation soon erupted between 
members of the CASB. One of the board's 
10 members, Roger L. Lacroix, a former 
fighter pilot and brigadier general in the 
Canadian Forces, publicly resigned. Four 
others on the board eventually refused to 
sign the CASB's draft report on the crash, 
and instead published their own dissenting 

Troops of I 0 I st Airborne stationed in Egypt mourn 
their dead comrades at a ceremony in Shann el 
Sheik. Photo: M. Elkoussy/Sygma 

opinion . 
The five remaining board members 

released their official findings on 8 
December 1988, almost three years after 
the DC-8 went down. To no one's surprise, 
the report declared that wing icing was the 
"probable cause" of the Arrow Air crash. 
"The balance of evidence," according to 
the CASB, "did not support the 
occurrence of a pre-impact fire or 
explosion, either accidental or as a result 
of sabotage." Boag proclaimed that the 
CASB's investigation had been 
"extensive, detailed, and very thorough." 

The U.S . government immediately gave 
its stamp of approval to the board's 
verdict. Ronald L. Sheed, chief of the 
NTSB's major investigation division, 
found "no substantive problems with the 
draft report.'' The deputy assistant director 
of the FBI, Nicholas O'Hare, also 
supported the CASB's findings, 

Continued on page 76 
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SOF Technical Editor, Peter G. Kokalis, armed with East German MPiKMS-72 and wearing Eagle Industries load-bearing vest, with 
Salvadoran SRT members carrying Soviet Dragunov, Steyr SSG 69 and M16A 1s with M203 40mm grenade launchers. Photo: Chris Mayer 

S 
OLDIERS, usually expert shots 
operating from concealment, 
who selectively engage individ­
ual enemy targets, have, since 
the late 18th century, been 

called snipers in the British army. 
During the Civil War, both Union and 

Confederate troops employed large-caliber 
percussion rifles, weighing up to 40 lbs. 
and often equipped with scopes of high 
magnification and limited field of view, to 
record kills at dis-

now fashionable 
to refer to law 
enforcement per­
sonnel equipped 
with scoped rifles 
as "countersnip­
ers." This tauto-
1 o gical silliness 
aside, rifles with 
optical sights per­
mit trained police 

lances considered 
incredible even 
by today's stan­
dards. They were 
called "sharp­
shooters.'' 

Armed with heavy-barrel M1A, ERE 
countersniper fires from drainage ditch during 
field exercise. SOF trained 14 members of the 
elite ERE in sniper tactics and marksmanship. 

Over the last 
decade the (erm 
''sniping'' has 
taken on a sinister 
tone with definite 
terrorist, or at 
least criminal im­
plications. As a 
consequence, it is 
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special reaction 
team (SRT). 

Back To 
El Salvador 

ERE countersniper maneuvers through heavy 
brush with Steyr SSG 69 during field exercise 
which emphasized cover and concealment. 

Even as the SOF 
training team was 
·departing from El 
Salvador in June 
1990, after con­
ducting an intens­
ive five-day train­
ing course in the 
handgun , H&K 
MPS submachine 

marksmen to ob­
tain the precise tar­
get discrimination 
so often required 
in hostage situa­
tions. Counter­
snipers are com­
monly an integral 
component in the 
composition of a 
law enforcement 

gun, combat shot­
gun and M16Al rifle for the Equipo de 
Reaccion Especial (SRT, or ERE) of the 
Policia Nacional (National Police - PN 
- see November ' 90), I was determined to 
return and provide countersniper training 
for this unit. 

Consisting of 50 enlisted personnel and 
one officer, their mission includes sniper 
incidents, barricaded terrorists with 
hostages, VIP protection and 
counterterrorist operations in general. In 
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OOL 
SOF's Technical Editor Trains 
Salvador Special Reaction Team 

addition, the ERE 
continues to raid 
Farabundo Marti 
Liberation Front 
(FMLN) safe­
houses on an al­
most daily basis, 
capturing terror­
ists and large 
caches of weap­
ons, munitions 
and explosives. 
All of these scen­
arios provide 
potential applica-

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 

ERE countersniper fires Steyr SSG 69 using roll 
bars of PN pickup truck as support. 

The lightweight 
piston is driven 
back by the gases 
passing through 
the barrel ' s port in 
the gas cylinder. 
Transferring its 
energy to the bolt 
carrier, which then 
moves rearward, a 
lug on the bolt 
(running in a cam 
path on the carrier) 
rotates the bolt to 
unlock it. As the 

tions for highly skilled marksmen with 
scoped rifles. 

carrier and the bolt go back together, the 
recoil spring is compressed to drive the 
carrier forward again. As the bolt is rotated 
into locking, the carrier trips an auto safety 
sear before firing can take place. 

The Dragunov magazine holds 10 
rounds and since this is a rimmed 
cartridge, care must be taken that the round 
on top is in front 

inches. Field of view is six degrees. There 
is an excellent rangefinding reticle pattern 
that has been adapted from the RPG-7V's 
optical sight. The PS0-1 is a fine piece of 
glass. 

H
owever, in my opinion, the 
Dragunov has been vastly 
overrated by Western authorities. 

It is a mass-produced, field-issued, 
selected-marksman rifle. It is not a sub­
MOA, precision tool intended for surgical 
kills at distances of 800 meters and greater. 
There are just too many parts twisting and 
turning in any Kalashnikov-type firearm 
and few Dragunovs will shoot better than 2 
MOA at 100 meters. At best, trained 
operators can only expect first-round 
capability at 500 meters or less. Overall 
length is 49 inches and it weighs about 9.5 
lbs., empty, with scope. The skeletonized, 
wood-laminate buttstock does little to 
minimize the sharp recoil of this full­
power rifle cartridge. 

Three different sniper systems are 
inventoried by the ERE. They have one 
captured Dragunov (SYD). Although the 
serial number on the bolt carrier was 
obliterated with a center punch, that of the 
receiver ground off and all the Cyrillic 
markings on the PS0-1 scope windage and 
elevation turrets crudely gouged out, the 
origin was clearly Soviet. 

G
as-operated and firing from the 
closed-bolt position, the 
semiautomatic-only Dragunov 

employs the same rotary bolt system as the 
Kalashnikov assault rifles and RPK squad 
automatic. There is a two-position gas 
regulator, for normal and adverse 
conditions, that can be rotated using the 
rim of a 7.62x54R cartridge. This rifle 
operates by means of a short-stroke piston 
which is not attached to the bolt carrier as 

of the rim of the ERE countersniper fires Steyr SSG 69 from PN 
cartridge beneath substation rooftop. 
it. 

Furthermore, 
s tanda rd-issue 
Soviet 7.62x54R 
Type LPS ball 
ammun1t1on is 
capable of only 
mediocre accur­
acy. When intro­
duced after World 
War II, it was 
identified by a 
silver or white tip 
on its steel-cored, 
148-grain boattail 
bullet. In recent it is on other Kalashnikovs. 
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The four power 
PS0-1 scope 
features battery­
powered reticle 
illumination. But 
the batteries are of 
a type unique to 
this unit. A rubber 
eyecap provides 
the correct eye 
relief of 2.72 
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Fortunately, the highly­
regarded Steyr-Mannlicher 
SSG 69 (Scharfschutz­
engewehr, Model 1969) 
bolt-action sniper rifle 
predominates in the ERE 
inventory . The standard 
sniping rifle of the Austrian 
army and numerous other 
law enforcement agencies 
and military units, it is, in 
general, a superb off-the­
sh elf choice for this 
application. 

by cold hammer forging, a process 
originally developed by Steyr. The billet is 
fixed on a mandrel with the rifling raised 
in relief. A series of hammers force the 
rifling onto the bore and simultaneously 
form the barrel's exterior contours, work­
hardening both the bore and exterior 
surface. Steyr does not remove the oval­
shaped hammer marks on the exterior 
surface and this lends a distinctive 
appearance to their rifle barrels. 

Cyrillic markings on Dragunov PS0-1 scope adjustment 
turrets were obliterated to disguise origin which, nevertheless, 
was obviously the Soviet Union. 

When fed match-grade 
7.62x51mm NATO am­
munition, the SSG 69 will 

While Steyr's sporting rifles mate the 
barrels and receivers by the standard 
threading method, the SSG 69 is mated by 
a shrink-fit process that involves fitting a 
cold barrel to a heated receiver. After 
cooling, a 10-ton press would be required 

to separate the two 
components. All 
of this is intended 
to enhance the 
barrel' s harmonics 
and improve the 
inherent accuracy 
potentia l. The 
barreled actions 
are phosphate­
finished and rest in 
a green ABS 
Cycolac synthetic 
stock which can be 
adjusted for 
length-of-pull by 
adding or remov-

years the color code was dropped, as 
stocks of the older yellow-tipped Type L 
149-grain and 182-grain Type D 
ammunition were exhausted. Soviet 
7.62x54R match-grade ammunition has a 
200-grain boattail bullet loaded into a 
brass case. 

I 
encountered none of the latter among 

any of the captured ammunition I 
examined. I selected Type LPS ball 

manufactured in 1983 and 1987 with 
factory code "188" for use in the course. 
This Soviet factory purportedly produces 
match-grade ammunition and given a 
choice, the freshest stocks are always to be 
preferred. 
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almost always 
shoot at least 0.5 
MOA at 100 
meters. It has a 
number of out­
standing features, 
with few defic­
iencies. Overall 
length is 45.6 
inches and the 
weight, empty, 
hovers just over 
10 lbs. with a 
scope. 

SSG 69 barrels 
are manufactured 

Urban and rural environments intermingle on the 
outskirts of San Salvador where ERE 
countersnipers fire Steyr SSG 69s from hilltop. 
Buttstock has been camouflaged with ranger 
tape. 
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ing buttpad spacers. 

B
olt lift is a very short 60 degrees. 
The bolt handle is also distinctive 
with a configuration of the butter­

knife type. The bolt itself is of two-piece 
construction with a body and bolt handle 
sleeve. On this short sleeve are the six 
rotating locking lugs, symmetrically 
arranged in pairs. Rear locking of this type 
permits shorter bolt travel than the front 
locking '98 Mauser system, but, in theory, 
is less desirable since the entire bolt, not 
just the head, is compressed when locked 
in battery and the receiver has been 
weakened somewhat by the cut-out on the 
right side in front of the locking shoulders. 
Steyr has compensated for this by both 
strengthening and lengthening the receiver 
so the barrel is seated with its chamber 
within the receiver walls. 

The extractor is of the Italian Carcano 
type and can be easily removed. Complete 
disassembly of the bolt for replacement or 
cleaning of the striker assembly, although 
periodically required, is somewhat 
complex and best left to those with an SSG 
69 armorer's manual. The one-piece firing 
pin is long and spares are advisable, 
although their protrusion must be initially 
adjusted by an armorer. 

Both single and double-set triggers are 
available. Most are well-advised to opt for 
the single trigger, which can be adjusted 
for length and pull-weight. The alloy 
trigger housing, which fits in a recess in 
the receiver and is held in place by two 
pins, also contains the bolt stop 
mechanism. The bolt body is grooved to 
accept the bolt stop as it not only limits the 
bolt's rearward travel, but prevents the bolt 
body from rotating when the bolt handle is 
lifted. To remove the bolt from the 
receiver the trigger must be pulled fully to 
the rear. 

The safety is on the right side of the 
receiver. When slid to the rear it locks both 
the sear and bolt. Slide it forward to fire 
the rifle. 

The trigger guard/magazine-well is a 
complicated, single piece of molded black 
plastic. The five-round, Steyr-Mannlicher­
type rotary magazine fits flush within the 
stock and is also made of plastic. It is, in 
my opinion, the weakest link in the SSG 
69 system and is prone to breakage. A 
plastic, 10-round box-type magaz ine is 
also available, but it extends beneath the 
stock and is even more fragile. 

Emergency iron sights have been brazed 
to the barrel. The front blade, protected by 
a sheet-metal hood, can be adjusted for 
elevation zero. The open, square-notch 
rear sight can be adjusted for windage 
zero. But this is a sniper rifle and a scope 
is mandatory. A longitudinal rib machined 
onto the receiver accepts Steyr quick­
release, lever-operated clamp mounts. 

Two of the ERE SSG 69 rifles were 
equipped with Redfield 3-9X variable 
scopes. The ocular's focus adjustment ring 
on one of these scopes was inoperative. 
The other seven rifles were fitted with 
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scopes marked " Mannlicher 6X." They 
were built by Burris in substantial 
quantities in the early 1980s for Steyr of 
America. They are not Mi!Spec, but rather 
a commercial scope produced for a Steyr­
Mannlicher sales promotion. One of these 
Burris scopes had broken cross hairs. 

Awful Ammo 

With the U.S. M118 Special Ball 
ammunition issued to the ERE, we were 
never able to reach the SSG 69's true 
accuracy potential and the very best 
groups were no better than 1.5 MOA. 
Headstamped "LC 87'' with NATO cross 
in circle, this ammun1t1on was 
manufactured at Lake City Arsenal in 
1987. The 173-grain FMJ M72-type bullet 
(the old .30-caliber match bullet) was 
produced on Lake City's very tired bullet­
forming dies that have seen better days 
by far. 

In the U.S. Army, M118 has been 
relegated for practice only and replaced by 
the M852 match round which uses the 
superb Sierra 168-grain MatchKing 
Hollow-Point Boattail (HPBT) bullet. This 
latter ammunition is almost equivalent to 
Federal's famous 308M match 
ammunition (which uses the same bullet). 
Because the M852 round has a hollow­
point bullet, "Not For Combat Use" has 
been stenciled on the .50-cal. ammo-can 
containers. Yet this bullet was designed 
for accuracy, not expansion. You figure 
it out. 

T
he ERE also has one M21 sniper 
system and one heavy-barrel 
(stainless steel) Springfield 

Armory MlA. The screw that interfaces 
the Leatherwood ART scope to the M14 
was missing, so the M21 was not used. The 
MlA had a camouflaged synthetic stock 
with a leather cheek piece, an M14E2 
bipod and was in almost new condition. 
While overly heavy, it performed without 
stoppages and with accuracy almost 
approaching that of the SSG 69s 
throughout the course. 

An intensive three-day course was 
designed for the ERE that would provide 
level 1 training in basic marksmanship, 
maintenance and the urban tactics required 
of police countersnipers. Chris Mayer, a 
police officer with 17 years experience 
with a major Southern California law 
enforcement agency, was selected as my 
co-instructor. 

The vehicle assigned to us during our 
stay with the PN was a 1970s-vintage 
Nissan Sunny four-door sedan. Used for 
undercover operations, it was a classic 
example that driving the streets of San 
Salvador can be more lethal than a 
firefight with the FMLN. With both 
bumpers hanging on by a thread and the 
body crushed by an infinite number of 
fender benders, we were far more likely to 
be taken for urban terrorists than police 
instructors. The springs were shot and the 
chassis bottomed out with every rut and 
bump in the road - of which there must 
have been millions. Our translator, Rene 
Serrano, seemed bound and determined to 
add to this woeful car's battle scars as he 
smashed abruptly against every curb we 
parked by. 

We were presented with the option, on 
the first day of the training cycle, of either 
riding back and forth to the range facility 

mmediately after 
our arrival we were 
each issued a 
Kalashnikov with . 
seven magazines 

- once again located at the PN substation 
in San Marcos, about 6 klicks south of the 
PN HQ in San Salvador - in the Nissan or 
in one of two pickup trucks assigned to the 
troops. Inviting targets that two pickup 
trucks loaded with armed, uniformed 
soldiers would be, we opted for the trucks. 

Around Town Kalashnikov 

Immediately after our arrival we were 
each issued a Kalashnikov with seven 
magazines. Mayer was given a captured 
North Korean Type 68 AKM. A rarely 
seen variant, the Type 68 differs in 
numerous ways from the Soviet AKM. 
Although it has a stamped sheet-metal 
receiver, there is no anti-bounce device. 
The mahogany-stained and varnished 
wood furniture is typical of all North 
Korean Kalashnikovs. 

The muzzle device, barrel diameter 
(smaller on the Soviet AKM), gas block, 
front sling swivel, buttstock and its means 
of attachment to the receiver body are all 
those of the AK-47. The front sight 
assembly has lightening holes on the sides 
- a peculiarity of North Korean AKs. 
There is a roller on the rear sling swivel 
and the receiver rivets are of the Eastern 
European type. 

At my request, I was issued an East 
German MPiKMS-72 with side-folding 
stock. In anticipation of this, I brought 
with me a load-bearing vest designed by 

Continued on page 73 
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SOF How To: 
Firing Your RPG 
.Text & Photos 
by Peter G. Kokalis 

hoosh ... As the rocket sails downrange, the ' ' RPGist'' and his assistant tum into a blur of motion 
and then momentarily disappear in a cloud of smoke and powdery volcanic dust from the range at 
San Marcos, El Salvador. 

After a bright flash produced by ignition of the rocket's booster, the warhead can be seen heading 
toward the target, a 55-gallon drum in front of the entrance to a small cave, 80 meters away. There's 
no mistaking the sound of the impact of the PG-7 grenade's shaped-charge. The drum vaporizes. 

When we first worked with the Equipo de Reaccion Especial (ERE, or Special Reaction Team) in June 1990, I was 
distressed to learn that during the November 1989 FMLN offensive, the ERE was thrown into the line as infantry 
armed with nothing more than M16Als (some equipped with M203 40mm grenade launchers), 12-gauge 
shotguns and Heckler & Koch MP5A3 submachine guns. 

Prior to our arrival in February 1991 to conduct Level 1 countersniper training with this unit (see "Sniper 
School," this issue), I attempted to obtain several Soviet PKM GPMGs·for use as support weapons. They were 
not available, but when we arrived I discovered that the ERE had access to three captured RPG-7Vs - two 
of Bulgarian origin (as evidenced by the" 10" in circle marked on the left side of the trigger assembly) and 
one of unknown origin with bi pod and wooden launcher-tube insulator. 

All of the RPG-7Vs that I have examined in El Salvador have had the right anq left sides of the large, 
conical-shaped blast shield at the rear end flattened. Although I am not certain, I believe this is an attempt 
to compress the weapon's envelope for storage in a vehicle's hidden compartment when the weapon is 
smuggled into the country. 

The RPG-7 (Reaktivniy Protivotankovyi Granatomet: rocket antitank grenade launcher) was introduced 
in 1962 and modified shortly thereafter to the RPG-7V. It remains in use, in one form or another, throughout 
the world. It weighs only 19.6 lbs., and provides good hit probability at ranges of 300 meters and less. 
Designed principally for use against armored veh.icles, it can be employed as well against fortified bunkers 
and buildings. 

Firing The RPG 

Anyone can master the procedure for firing an RPG-7V in just a few minutes. Here's how it's done, step 
by step: 

1) Inspect and, if necessary, clean the launcher tube interior, i.e., remove any paper or other 

Improvised clinometer attached to left side 
of RPG-7V by FMLN for the slant range 
computation required to effectively employ 
8lmm mortar bomb mated to PG-7 rocket 
motor. 
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Top to bottom: product-improved PG-7 
grenade with improved fuzing, ignition and 
motor performance; U.S. 81 mm bomb 
mated to PG-7 rocket motor; OG-7 
antipersonnel fragmentation round. 
Standard PG-7 grenade con be identified 
by fluted warhead; and PG-7 boosters of 
assorted ComBloc origin. 





debris from the 
booster. 

2) Check the firing 
pin protrusion . 

or hail , as the piezo­
electric fuze may short 
circuit. 

3) All grenades 
should be carefully 
examined for external 
damage (especially 
the fuze , nose and 
nozzle tube) and more 
important, for evi­
dence of tampering, 
as captured munitions 
can be sabotaged. 
Look for unusual 

RPG-7V training device - barrel is 
exposed when dummy nose cone is 
unscrewed. Screws are turned in or out to 
adjust windage and elevation zero by 
bending the barrel one way or the other. 

12) Number 2 taps 
the RPGist on the head 
and informs him that 
the weapon is loaded. 
13) Cock the hammer 
by applying downward 
pressure with the 
thumb. 

14) Push the cross­
bolt safety to the left. 

15) Press the right 
cheek against the 
insulator and align the markings or crude 

marks that appear to have been put on the 
grenade after manufacture. Check the 
wax-like sealant on the warhead for 
evidence of removal. 

4) Remove the plastic shipping cap from 
the end of the rocket. Also examine the end 
of the rocket for evidence of tampering. 
Check the rocket and booster threads to see 
that they are clean. Attach the booster 
element by screwing it clockwise until it's 
hand tight. There is sometimes a bent 
spring washer at this interface. 

5) Assume the firing position on the left 
side of the launcher with the hammer 
uncocked (up) and the 
cross-bolt safety on. 

sights on target. 
16) Hold your breath and squeeze the 

trigger slowly. Felt recoil is almost 
imperceptible. Stay on target. 

17) After firing, run like hell to another 
firing location, as the RPG-7V's smoke 
signature will immediately disclose your 
position. 

Tips On Tactics 

While the prone position is the most 
stable, it's also the least comfortable as the 
elbows must be placed on the ground and 
the body pivoted 45 degrees away from the 

launcher 's axis to 
avoid the backblast. 
You must also make 
sure the muzzle is at 
least 6 inches above 
the ground, otherwise 
the stabilizing fins will 
strike the ground after 
they extend and deflect 
the rocket. 

6) The operator (or 
"RPGist" as he is 
called in the Israeli 
Defense Force) then 
places his firing hand 
on top of the launcher 
tube and indicates to 
his assistant gunner 
(commonly referred 
to as the "AG" or 
"No. 2") that he is 
ready. 

7) Number 2 posi­
tions himself on the 

RPG-lV training device with bolt handle 
unfolded and bolt group removed from 
action. Note spring-loaded trip lever on 
action which releases the device's striker 
when driven upward by firing pin. 

When there is 
sufficient cover, the 
kneeling position 
should be employed, 
as it is both stable and 

right side of the launcher and wipes the 
rocket with his hand from the venturis 
rearward to remove any debris. 

8) Keeping his body to the right of the 
launcher and away from the front of the 
tube, No. 2 inserts the grenade into the 
launcher tube. 

permits the team to 
move quickly after firing a round. When 
firing from the kneeling position over a 
wall or window ledge, there must again be 
at least 6 inches of clearance for the fins. If 

the wind. 
No optical sights were captured with 

these weapons and that was just as well, as 
they are too complicated. Stay with the 
iron sights, and in climates like El 
Salvador's, the higher secondary front 
sight must be rotated into position. Adjust 
the rear sight for range and hope you get a 
second shot for correction if there are 
heavy crosswinds. 

Munitions of four different types for the 
RPG-7V have been encountered in El 
Salvador. Most common is the standard 
PG-7 grenade, which has a maximum 
diameter of 85mm. Its fluted nose cone has 
a diameter of 73mm. This 5-lb., rocket­
assisted, fin-stabilized, shaped-charge 
HEAT (high-explosive, antitank) round is 
muzzle-loaded and percussion fired. 

A piezo-electric fuze produces 
sufficient voltage to activate an electric 
detonator at the rear of the round when the 
grenade's nose is crushed against an inner 
skin. After ignition of the explosive 
charge, the explosion is focused by the 
cone shape of the outer shell into a 
super-hot gas jet. This jet punches through 
armor plating with enough residual energy 
to expand inside a vehicle after penetration 
and initiate a secondary explosion. 
Subsequent to this, the copper cone 
collapses, forming a thumb-sized, 
teardrop-shaped, momentarily molten slug 
which passes through the hole in the armor 
plate as a solidified projectile. 

The. warhead arms after 5 meters of 
flight. Initial velocity is 580 fps, but the 
booster motor ignites after the rocket has 
passed l 0 meters from the muzzle and the 
velocity is increased to 965 fps. Soviet 
PG-7 HEAT rockets will self-destruct at 
920 meters if not detonated prior to this 
range. Soviet PG-7 rounds can be 
distinguished by a bright red tracer 
element that burns as brightly as a 
highway flare. 

RPG AP 

I also examined several Soviet OG-7 
antipersonnel fragmentation rockets, 

which employ the 0-
4M impact fuse used in 
their 82mm mortar 
series. Even more 
interesting were 
several specimens of 
the new product­
improved Soviet 
HEAT round which 
can be distinguished. 

9) Number 2 rotates the grenade while 
pushing firmly until the slotted-head 
indicator stem, located to the rear of the 
venturis, moves into the notch on the top 
edge of the launcher 's muzzle . This is 
absolutely essential to insure alignment of 
the firing pin and primer - failure to do so 
is a primary cause of misfires. 

10) Number 2 checks the rear, as this 
weapon is almost as dangerous to the rear 
as it is to the front. The backblast danger 
area stretches 20 meters to the rear and 8 
meters in width. 

you are firing from 
inside a building 
(which I do not 
recommend as the 
blast is deafening), 
you need at least 6 
feet of clearance to 
the rear to prevent 
injury from the 
backblast. Strong 
head winds will drop 
the RPG-7V rocket's 
point of impact, while 
tail winds will raise 

RPG-lV training device with bolt handle 
folded and chambered cartridge ready to 
insert into launcher tube. 

by its warhead -
itlentical to that of the 
SPG-9 recoilless 

11) Number 2 then removes the safety 
cap retained in the grenade 's nose by 
pulling the tape attached to it and taking 
the cap off. They should be retained in case 
the round is not fired. The safety cap 
should not be removed during a heavy rain 
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the point of impact. Compensate 
accordingly by aiming either higher or 
lower. However, crosswinds are even 
more detrimental to the RPG-7V's 
performance. Crosswinds affect the 
stabilizer fins more than the nose so that 
the head of the rocket, and thus the flight 
pattern , are invariably turned into 

antitank gun. Its cone 
diameter has been reduced to 70mm, but 
the fuzing and ignition systems, as well as 
the motor performance, have all been 
improved. The nose cone is not fluted and 
is slightly longer than that of the older 
PG-7 so that it appears to be thinner. 

Continued on page 83 
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PALE SHOOTERS 
I 

twas something I had always wanted 
to do, but I never had quite the right 
tools, quite the right opportunity. 
Now, everything was right ... every­
thing was painfully right. 

Memories began to creep into my head. 
recalled a day last month when my 

screeching clock went off at something 
like 5:00 a.m., blasting me and my mind 
from warm quilts and visions of sandy 
beaches and smiling Malaysian females . 
Then there was the night last week when 
Jack Daniels came to visit - all I could 
hear the next morning were nonstop, 
ear-piercing electronic tones and beeps, 
viciously penetrating into my skull. 

Revenge may be a dish best served cold, 
but out here, in the desert near Phoenix, 
revenge would be served under a glaring 
sun with three sticks of dynamite and a 
caliber 7.62x51mm NATO L4A2 Bren 
light machine gun. 

Everything was in place. The alarm 
clock was taped to the dynamite on a small 
wooden stake ... the Bren, feeling better 
than ever, was loaded to the top of the 
magazine and ready to thunder ... my 
memories were starting to get to me. 
Finally, there was nothing more to do but 
aim, squeeze the trigger, and say bye-bye. 

"Bye-bye," I whispered, after which 
everything 150 feet away went reaching 
for the sky in an incredible explosion of 
wood, dirt, tape, rocks, 7.62x51mm metal 
and alarm clock. Debris was still falling to 
the ground 15 seconds later. I just sat there 
and watched it fall. Somehow, a great 
event had just taken place. I felt free . In the 
back of my mind, I was thinking I would 
never have to wake up early again. 

I got up and smiled back to camp, where 
Peter Kokalis, SOF's technical editor, sat 
listening to the rest of our motley crew tell 
jokes about Iraqi women and their un­
sound sexual ways. Peter was there in 
body, but his thoughts were more likely 
focused on the MG42 GPMG, with a new 
configuration and a rate reducer in the bolt 
body which has reduced the cyclic rate of 
that gun from a healthy 1,300 rounds per 
minute to only 850. 

Bob Brown, SOF's publisher, was 
snoozing away in Peter's van: 50 feet 
away, someone had decided to crank up 
"Ma Deuce," Peter's .50 cal. Browning ... 
someone else began firing a Kalashnikov. 
Then there were three: mixing in with this 
came the low-pitched thumping of the 
Marlin Model 1914 "Potato Digger" ... 
then a Stoner 63A - everything on full 
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by John Kreiger 

Photos by Peter G. Kokalls 

auto. More exploding 
dynamite ruptured the 
desert air. Bob lay there, 
sound asleep, the happi­
est man I'd ever seen. 
The louder it got, the 
more relaxed he looked . 
And I thought I had seen 
strange things before. 

Gathered down here 
with "Dr. Death" 
Brown and "Pantera 
Rosa" Kokalis, were 
the rest of Kokalis' 
"Emma Gees" 
"Cookie" Foster, "Big 
Bear" Mayer, " Pig 
Boat" Kramer, "Weasel " Whitmore, 
"Court Jester" Underhill, "Blind Pew" 
Pastika, "Smily Deily" Sandige, "Skid 
Row" Dodd, "Door Gunner" Butler, 
"Big Al" Noredeen, "Dildo" Dillon, and 
myself, "Sailor Boy" Kreiger, for some 
fun in the sun with a 
bite. 

I was there to better 
acquaint myself with 
firing various machine 
guns - something I 
needed to do if didn't 
want to find myself le­
thally surprised on some 
jungle trail while work­
ing as a correspondent 
for SOF. Everyone else 
was just there to shoot 
and have fun. Condi­
tions for this were right: 
scattered around our 
camp were perhaps 50 
of the most interesting and most exotic 
machine guns ever made. 

For four days in the Arizona sun, we 
relaxed, soaked up rays, told totally stupid 
jokes to one another, ate bizarre concoc­
tions of food, drank beer and exaggerated 
stories around fires at night. More impor­
tant, we shot - as in thousands and 
thousands of rounds. 

B
ob Brown could not understand 
why he couldn't waste the nearby 
microwave relay towers. Peter pa­

tiently explained to Bob that the towers 
were American - not Iraqi or Soviet or 
Cuban or Vietnamese - that they were 
ours, so he couldn ' t take them out. Bob, 
slowly sliding into a relaxed, more laid­
back state of mind, eventually agreed. The 
towers are still there. 

As for this novice "Emma Gee," I 

"Dr. Death" Brown, SOF's publisher, fires 
.SO cal. Browning, "Ma Deuce," at 600-
meter targets. "Pantera Rosa" Kokalls 
would not allow him to shoot at nearby 
microwave relay towers. 

With a single squeeze, author realizes 
sweet revenge on merciless, beeping alarm 
clock. Caliber 7 .62x51 mm NATO L4A2 
Bren LMG and three sticks of dynamite 
proved perfect for the task. 

landed in Phoenix a pale, stressed-out 
mess. After firing the first few hundred 
rounds, however, I became a study in 
(sunburnt) relaxation. Blasting away for 
hours under the hot sun, everything began 
to look and feel just fine. Together with a 
better understanding of automatic weap­
ons, I left Arizona with a decent new 
prescription for stress: take two aspirin, 
two Kalashnikovs, a Swedish "K," and 
call me in the morning. 

When I got back to Colorado, reality 
began to set in, and I had to buy a new 
alarm clock. But I can live wi th it ... until 
next time.~ 
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arAt he Top 
£The 

Mountaineers Climb 
to Destruction in Pakistan 

by Gary Speer 

Photos by Galen Rowell 



or 

Soldiers clean ice-cold rifles below an unclimbed peak 
in Chulung \lilley, Baltistan. Photo: Galen Rowell B

OOM! We looked around, expecting an avalanche. 
Nothing moved in the vertical rock and ice of the 
Karakorum Himalaya. BOOM! Again we scanned the 
hanging glaciers and steep snow nearby. 

"Don ' t worry," Major Kahn, our liaison officer, said. "It's only 
mortar shells being fired - there is no avalanche. " 

Relief filled our weary minds. Nature ' s destructive powers had 
given us a reprieve. We had, instead, only incoming mortar rounds 
and bullets to worry about. 

Tt is a war at the top of the world. High in the remote vastness of 
the Western Himalayan range - a place properly known as the 
Karakorum mountains - rages a slow-motion border war between 
India and Pakistan, slugging it out like punch-drunk fighters in the 
12th round. Soldiers on both sides are dying, but seldom because of 
enemy fire. Out of every 10 who are killed, eight die because of the 
harsh mountain hazards: altitude sickness, crevasses, avalanches and 
bitter cold. 

The second highest mountain in the world - K2 - looms only a 
few miles away from where the fighting takes place. And directly 
above the Pakistani encampment is the eighth highest mountain in 
the world - 26,420-foot Hidden Peak (or Gasherbrum I). 

Though the region is one of the most spectacular mountain areas 
in the world, it has virtually no use. Impossibly severe storms, 
temperatures that reach minus 60 degrees in the winter, and its 



Porters carrying loads for mountaineers toward 
Hidden Peak. F.ve ntual\1 . porters rclt $8 a day was 
not enough for their work - an d went on strike. 
Photo: Gary Speer 

location (more than JOO miles from the 
nearest road), make it one o f the most 
inh ospitable regio ns in the wo rld . 

Because , howeve r, some of the 
world 's highest mounta in s are 
there, and its bea uty is so compel­

ling, cl imbing expeditions have been 
drawn lo Karakorum sin ce the 1800s. In 
the past five years, despite the increased 
tensions of this smolde ring border war, as 
many as 20 expedi tions a year have tri ed to 
climb peaks in the vici nity of the Siachen 
Glacier, where most of the fi ghting is 
taking place . 

In 1958, an Ameri can team was the fi rst 
to climb Hidde n Peak -called ' ' Hidden" 
because it is out of view until one gels very 
close to it , as it is surrou nded by the other 
Gasherbrum Peaks. In 1988, I led an 
exped ition tha t hoped to comm emorate 
that climb - a "30 year" anni versary 
expedition tribute. Our team had no idea of 
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the fighting that was going on in the very 
place we intended lo set up a base camp. 

Veterans Of A Different Stripe 

No one in our very small American 
team had ever experienced war, though 
several in the group were old enough to 
have served in V ietnam . At age 36, I 
organi zed the expedition as a kind of 
"warm -up" for a planned attempt on ML 
Everest. Though I had climbed 20,000-
foo t Mt. McKi nley, by a new and di fficult 
rou te, and had been up many dozens of 
high mountains, it was only in the 
Himalaya that one can attain extreme 
altitude, and it was that k.ind of experience 
I fe lt was crucial for 29,028-foot Mt. 
Everest - the highest mountain in the 
world. 

The other members of the expedition 
had all climbed fo r many years, but their 
experience was limited to the relatively 
tame challenges of the North American 
continent. They were : Gary Silver, a 
40-year-old entrepreneur of exceptional 
athletic talent, despite his encroaching 
m iddle age; Phil Boyer, a computer 

analyst at Washington State University ; 
and Dr. Chip Woodland, a 32-year old 
emergency room physician from Boulder, 
Colorado. 

A fter paying $2,000 for a permit to 
climb Hidden Peak, we received 
official pe rmission from the 

Mini stry of Tourism - an agency of the 
Pakistani governm ent based in Islam abad. 
The months before the expedition ' s 
planned departu re date - 20 May - were 
spent in daily training, phone calls, buying 
or borrowing equipment, and generally 
organiz ing the food and other necessities 
of high-altitude expedition mountain­
eering . 

A long with 2,000 pounds of gear and 
food, the team arrived in Islamabad on 20 
May, and was assigned a liaison officer 
- Maj . Mohammed Ali Kahn. One 
quickly learns th at in this Islamic country, 
every third man is likel y to be named 
" Mohammed, " "Ali " or some 
combin a tion thereof. Because " the 
major" (as we decided to call him) was 
about 30 pounds overweight, and our trek 
to the base camp would be exceptionally 
arduous , he became the object of 
considerable derision from my teammates. 
In actuality, we were wondering whether 
he would be able to complete the approach 
march at all. 

The team added a sirdar (guide) to help 
with various logistics, and in particular, 
assist with organizing and leading the 
Balli porters who would carry our loads to 
base camp. Our group, which was then 
comprised of six members, flew on to 
Skardu in the northern reaches of the 
province known as Balti stan. We were 
taken to the K2 hotel , near the white sandy 
delta of the Shi gar and Indus rivers. Above 
the confluence of these two mighty rivers 
is the old Skardu Fort, its s tone and clay 
crumbling in the dusty winds of the region. 

For centuries, the Karako rum and its 
sister range Himal aya were so remote and 
impenetrable that many people and 
villages became islands of primitive life, 
immune to the changes evolving outside. 
Baltistan - the northernmost part of what 
is today Pakistan - was often protected 
only by its high and vast isolation . In the 
late 16th century , a legendary leader rose 
to power and gained control over much of 
the surrounding mountain kingdoms. 

Torturous Journey Through T ime 

He married a princess from India named 
Mindok Gya lm o and continued his 
exploits. The leader - Ali Sher Khan 
- went back to command his army in 
further conquests. Meanwhile, his wi fe 
imported sculptors, engineers and other 
artisans from Delhi in her Ind ian 
homeland. During Khan ' s long absence, 
Queen Mindok built great aqueduct 
systems and a road to the fort that still 
overlooks the city. 

When Ali Sher Khan returned, he told 
her: " You have built an aqueduct, and for 
that you should be rewarded . But you also 
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constructed a path for my enemies to my 
fort, and for that you should be hanged!" 
Queen Mindok was spared her life, but not 
her heart: the king's reaction to her "good 
deeds" broke her heart and she died soon 
after. I n 1841. the Balti people of Skardu 

were conquered by an army of Dogra 
invaders from Jammu and Kashmir in 

the south. With the help of the Dards from 
Hunza in the east. the Dogra army was able 
to overcome Baltistan's natural defenses 
by building bridges long enough to span 
the wide Indus and Oras rivers. After a 
long siege at the Skardu fort, the Balti 
defenders finally surrendered. 

Beneath the fort, the Balli people were 
forced to gather in a great circle and watch 
their leader - Rahim Khan - die a 
torturous death. Rahim was bound and laid 
out in the middle of his followers' circle. 
First Rahim·s right hand was chopped off, 
and then, to cauterize the wound, his 
bleeding stump was splashed with boiling 
ghee (a kind of cooking oil still used 
throughout the region). 

His ear was cut off next, then his nose, 
then his tongue. Each amputation was 
followed by the painful cauterization. 
After enduring hours of the unbelievable 
torture, Rahim was hacked to bits in front 
of the crowd, and his blood drained into 
Skardu's parched earth. 

Today, the Balti are a peaceful but 
proud people. The conflict in the region 
has less to do with them and more to do 
with obscure national boundaries of the 
two countries that were once one. Because 
of the inherent differences between the 
Hindu and Moslem religions, Pakistan 
claimed independence in 194 7. It was then 
that Baltistan·s geographic isolation again 
played a part in history's unfolding. 

The area was so remote, untamable and 
vast, details of the Pakistan-India 
severance left it unknowing, disputing, or 
simply unconcerned about its ownership. 
India wanted to claim the area, which had 
been under both Indian and British rule for 
nearly 100 years. But because most of the 
Balli people had been converted to the 
Moslem faith, the people of Baltistan 
decided to join Pakistan instead. 

High Stage For Conflict 

In Skardu, Maj. Kahn gave this 
explanation: "As Moslems, they were 
very definite about not being part of India. 
Pakistan waged a war of liberation against 
India in 1948. Our brave army defeated the 
invading armies of India."' 

The people of Baltistan territory, for the 
most part. consider themselves citizens of 
Pakistan, though the residents of some 
villages are so far from civilization that 
even the concept of "nationhood" may be 
hard for them to fathom. Also, there is 
some resentment among Shi'ite Moslems 
(often devout followers of the Ayatollah 
and his successors), and despite Pakistan's 
claim to the region, resident Baltis are not 
yet allowed to vote. 
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Our expedition hired several four-wheel 
drive trucks, loaded ourselves and all our 
gear into them, and proceeded 30 miles by 
road to a village called Dasso. It is the end 
of the road, and where we planned on 
hiring the 40 porters who would carry 
25-kilogram loads for us on the 120-mile 
journey to the Gasherbrum base camp. 

Though previously concerned about 
being able to find enough Balli men from 
which to select strong porters, my fears 
were soon allayed. As we arrived in Dasso, 
there was a large crowd of men - perhaps 
over 100 - who were waiting for us. 
Word had.somehow spread from Skardu, 
and since $8 a day is more than three times 
the daily wage for most, the crowd had 
grown both in size and in determination. 
Rugged, work-hungry men milled about 
the dirt road or sat on rocks above the area. 
Some had traveled as far as 30 miles 

extend the road, expeditions today face 
only a 12-day, 120-mile trek to the 
Gasherbrum base camp. The dirt road 
begins a tortured path toward the small 
Balti villages and, eventually, the 
"capital" of Karakorum - Askole. The 
army had hoped to build a road all the way 
to Askole, some 35 miles farther toward 
the Siachen Glacier, but soon found that 
the Braldu River Vctlley was as awesome a 
foe as any human power. The canyon rises 
up at more than a 50-degree angle for most 
of its 8,000- to 10,000-foot rise to the high 
mountains. 

The Braldu, especially during the 
months of June through August, when the 
winter snows melt, turns into a raging, 
flooding torrent. Having grown up in 
Idaho, where some of North America's 
wildest rivers (such as the Salmon and the 
Snake) challenge rafters of all abilities, I 

His ear was cut off next, then his 

nose, then his tongue. Each 
amputation was followed by the 

painful cauterization. 

hoping to be selected. 
When they learned I was "leader," they 

assailed me with their record booklets 
- some forged - that told of their good 
performances as porters for other 
expeditions. Overwhelmed, I ordered them 
to line up at the gate to the village's 
military compound, which we were given 
permission to use. Not knowing a word of 
Balti, I yelled and screamed in English, all 
the while gesturing with my hands. A 
dozen or so lined up, but the vast majority 
still anxiously sought my attention in the 
hopes of getting on as porters. T he major, too, was assailed, and in 

frustration, bandied about a big 
stick, yelling at the men in Urdu 

(Pakistani) and swinging wildly at them. 
Great waves of laughter rolled through the 
crowd as the major flailed away, and from 
my vantage point it appeared as if he were 
doing a stand-up comedy routine for the 
villagers. He did, however, manage to 
clear an area about 50 feet wide, and this 
gave us space to show the men what we 
expected. Eventually, we had them in a 
line, and our team physician, Chip, began 
a preliminary inspection of each man's 
general fitness, or lack thereof. 

Before the 1950s, expeditions to the 
Karakorum faced a month-long, 360-mile 
trek from Kashmir. Even in the '60s and 
'70s, expeditions hiked from Skardy to 
Dasso, nearly 300 miles round trip. They 
had to raft across the Shigar River, usually 
using inflated goat skins, or Zahks. 

Mostly because of the army's efforts to 

can say that the Braldu makes both of 
Idaho's wildest look like pathetic creeks. 
The Braldu River, and its steep canyon, 
made the road dead-end only miles from 
Dasso. If the Braldu is someday tamed by 
dynamite and jackhammers, it will be a 
marvel not only of engineering, but also of 
highway maintenance. 

Mecca For Mountaineers 

The further into the Karakorum we 
journeyed, the further back in time we 
went. The Braldu Gorge had once been the 
small Balti villages' best defense against 
invasion. And until the completion of the 
road to Dasso, had also been a defense 
against the invasion of Western culture, 
and concurrently, medicine and 
technology. The average lifespan is about 
35 years. Waterborne diseases run so 
rampant that roughly one out of five 
infants die during their first year from 
diarrhea and dysentery. Bal ti villagers live 
in stone-and-mud huts heated by choking 
wood fires. Askole, Chongo, Chokpo and 
other villages remain locked in medieval 
time capsules. 

Over these ancient, anachronistic Balli 
villages came the intrusive chop-chop of 
French-made helicopters on their way to 
the Siachen Glacier with fresh supplies. 
Two or three times daily we would see 
choppers overhead going in or out, and the 
major began to unveil some of the 
mystery, or at least as much as he knew, of 
the conflict. 

In terms of altitude, this is the highest 
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In one of the most remote and primiti\-e parts of the 
world, supply helicopter; occasionally fl ew in . 

war in hi story. Soldiers· fingers freeze to 
their triggers. Death from high-altitude 
pulmonary edema is comm on. So is death 
fro m hyp othe rmi a, crevasse falls , 
ava lanche, and on ra re occas ion, mortar 
fire . The rul es of engagement are clear: if 
there is a ta rget - fi re . Co nsequentl y, 
much of the fighti ng is done by guessing 
abo ut enemy positions. then lobbi ng 
mortar she ll s over hi gh passes , or 
pounding howitze rs into the cobalt blue 
sky over the high moun tai ns. 

.. It is very difficu lt to move arou nd," 
the major said, knowing full-well that he 
wou ld soon be there to fee l the effects for 
himse lf. "A soldier cannot run more than 
a few feet wi thout becoming breathless. " 

P ursuing one of the few strategic 
milit ary reasons for climbing a 
mountain , both Pakistani and 

Indian fo rces rushed to reach the top of a 
21 ,200-foot high peak that commanded an 
area near the Chumic Glacier. Apparentl y, 
the rationale was si mpl y to be the .. first on 
top .. - as if any rea l advantage was to be 
gai ned. It was the Indian army that was in 
the lead on this ascent , and the Pakistan 
army decided to play a dicey game of 
catch-up. 
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Jn the icy, howling winds, the Pakistanis 
tied two soldiers to the chopper 's runners 
and hoisted them to the summit from the 
base camp. The gamble, obv iously, was 
whether or not these brave men would 
even survive such a precariously exposed 
ride wi thout dying from exposure. They 
lived, however, and landed on the summit 
just in time to hold off about a dozen 
Indian soldiers on the verge of overland 
success. 

Good Help Is Hard To Find 

We began to have trouble holding off 
prob lems of our own. The porters, almost 
from our first day trekking lo the base 
camp, seemed dissatisfied . There was a lot 
of talk among them about money and pay, 
wh ich was confusing to me as leader, since 
we were clearly going by governm ent pay 
standards: 150 rupees ($8) per day. (Now, 
carrying 55 pounds of someone else ' s gear 
10 miles a day over treacherous terrain 
may sound like a job that should pay more 
than $8 an hour, but keep in mind that 
Pakistan is a very poor count ry - we were 
paying better wages than cou ld be found 
by any of the Balti men elsewhere . 

Near the halfway po int, one of the 
porters became ill with altitude sickness, a 
possible forerunner of something more 
serious - like death. Our doctor, Ch ip, felt 
that he should be paid and sent back down 

Despite appearances, Indian-Pakistani war in 
Baltistan claims fe w lives in combnat - most die 
because of altitude or weather. 

the Baltoro to lower altitude, since he was 
just beginning to get symptoms and could 
easi ly make his way back. We paid him, 
and sent him on his way. Word soon 
spread, however, about how much we had 
paid him, and porters began a restless 
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rumble of conversation. That night, at a 
camp 60 miles (or halfway) into the 
Karakorum, our team began to feel uneasy 
about the porters. It was a troubled sleep. 

The next day, the porters refused to 
move. Tensions were high as the major 
and our sirdar tried to negotiate with the 
"leaders" of the porter strike. Gary Silver 
grabbed his ice axe from one porter ' s load, 
expecting a confrontation. We were 60 
miles from any legal authority, in a 

pay them one-third more than the $8 a day 
- not the $16 they were demanding. 
Disgruntled but willing to compromise, 
the porters picked up their loads held 
together with crude rope and tree branches, 
and continued up the Baltoro Glacier. 

Part of our problem in negotiating was 
language. The porters spoke Balli, an 
obscure and unwritten dialect of Tibetan. 
The Pakistanis spoke Urdu, as foreign to 
Balti as Japanese is to English - and 

It seemed that the Pakistani army 

was occupying the spot where we 

intended to place our base camp. 

w ilderness where the only code was that of 
survival. There were .:10 porters, six of us, 
and the potential for a real massacre, if the 
porters felt that the sack full of rupee notes 
Phil Boyer was carrying was worth the 
disappearance of a few crazy Americans. 

Seeing no other way out of our 
predicament. I told the major to tell them 
we were carrying only enough money to 

~ot the friendliest of environ ments in which to fight 
a war, locals can at least appreciate incredible views 
of the Karakorum Range. 
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English, of course, is what we spoke. By 
the time our English made its way to Urdu, 
and then Urdu into Balli, the messages 
were likely garbled. 

It 's amazing that we man aged to get 
anywhere, let alone 120 miles through 
some of the most savage mountains on 
earth, carrying some 2,000 pounds of gear, 
with a major war in Afghanistan going on 

Pakistani soldiers armed with Kalash nikovs tell 
mountaineers they have hit the end of the road. 

30 miles to the north - and a border 
conflict that we were unknowingly headed 
right into. 

Don't Climb Over Our War 

We began to see what was going on 
w hen we arrived at a place called 
Concordia, at the junction of several huge 
glaciers - one of the most spectacular 
mountain vistas in the world . From the 
Concordia confluence one can view 
Gasherbrum IV, Mitre Peak, Mustagh 
Tower, and the second highest mountain in 
the world, the icy pyramid of K2. 

But also at Concordia was a Pakistani 
outpost, where several soldiers manned a 
small Quonset hut, a telephone (wired 120 

miles from Dasso to the base camp), and a 
small heliport. Faces blackened by 
constant exposure to high-altitude 
sunshine, the soldiers apprised the major 
of the situation. 

The major came to me, and somberly 
related the situation . It seemed that the 
Paki sta ni arm y was occupying the very 
spot where we had intended to place our 
base camp. Not on ly that, but the 
commanders were apparently not allowing 
any non-army personnel near the area of 
the camp. To do so, they believed, would 
make climbers targets for the Indian 
arm y's mortar shelling. 

"Well, " I replied, " you are a major; it's 
likely that you outrank any commander 
here in the field. You can override that 
order, right? " 

" Ah, this is not so easy, " the major 
repli ed. " Those orders come from very 
high up . I cannot override orders like 
this. '' 

' 'We' ll just have to see what 
happen s when we get 
there," I said, somehow 

feeling confident there would be no 
problem . After all , clim bing Hidden Peak 
- the eighth highest mountain in the 
world - would likely be as dangerous as 
most wars - maybe even more dangerous. 
At any rate , we hadn ' t traveled halfway 
around the world, endured a 120-mile 
approach march , porter strikes, and risked 
cholera and amoebic dysentery to be 
turned away by warring nations. 

Two days later, we arrived at the site 
where several other expeditions were 
trying to climb peaks in the region. It was 
the main base camp fo r Gasherbrum II , 
only 2 miles away, and within view of the 
Pakistani encampment, our hoped-for 
base . The other expeditions had liaison 
officers too, and they informed us it would 
be an impossible task to persuade the army 
to allow us to climb anywhere near Hidden 
Peak, or to have a base near them. 

Still determined, I asked the major, who 
by then was near exhaustion, to please go 
see their commander, and explain that we 
had permission from the Ministry of 
Tourism - as though the mortars would 
stop firing simply because of that letter of 
permission. 

" It is my job to ensure your safe travel, 
and that you accomplish your goals," the 
m ajor sa id, " but I cannot stop a war. 
Besides that my friend, I cannot move one 
inch from this place." 

"Fine," I said, "we will make base 
camp here, with the other expeditions. And 
Ali (our cook, who had been in the 
military) wi ll go on to meet with the 
commander." 

The major wrote a very official­
sounding letter, and sent it with Ali, but it 
was to no avail. After three days, we 
realized that there was nothing we could 
do. Meanwhile, the mortars continued to 
be fired, and we could see the lonely 

Continued on page 83 
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Tepesculnt/es are 
usually fired In a 

salvo In the manner 
of barrage rockets 

from an Improvised 
support such as these 

cobbled-together 
metal frames. 

When a Tepesculntle round 
does hit Its target, the nearly 

80 pounds of explosives It 
carries Is capable of 

considerable destruction, as 
shown by the remains of this 
car, hit at llopango Air Base. 

by Steve Salisbury 

LEFT: Salvadoran officials 
comb through wreckage ldt 
when FMLN Tepesculntle 
.. mortar, .. fired at Estado 
Mayor, missed and hit clvtllan 
home. There's a reason they 
look grim: victims were an 
eight-year-old glrl and her 17· 
year-old brother. 

ABOVE: Salvo soldiers Inspect 
captured Tepesculntle 
components. At right are LPG 
tanks modified to be launcher 
tubes; center are smaller LPG 
tanks that comprise explosive 
projectiles; at left are Improvised 
plywood obturatlng discs, 
propellant charges, and bags of 
cement used to stabilize tubes for 
firing. 

Photos Courtesy Salvadoran Armed Forces 

W
ITH an improvised and inaccurate - but deadly -weapon that incorporates features of a mortar and a fougasse, but is often 

employed as a poor man 's multiple rocket launcher, the Farbundo Marti Liberation Front (FMLN) has upped the ante in 
civilian lives for its terrorist war on the government of El Salvador. 

Pictured above are various forms of the Tepescuinrle "mortar" presently being used by the communist FMLN to wreak 
havoc near and around - seldom on - government installations. The "tube" of the device is simply an LPG or propane tank with one end 
cut off. The end, left intact, serves as the chamber, into which four sticks of explosives, which act as a propellant, are inserted. On top of 
this sits a circle of plywood that serves as a rough obturating disc, necessary because of the incredibly sloppy fit of the projectile in the 
oversize bore. 

The HEAC (high-explosive, anti-child) projectile is a smaller propane tank that has been filled with roughly 80 pounds of high 
explosives. Electrically fired, the weapon system features an RSD (random, self-determining) terminal guidance system, engaged when the 
weapon is optimistically pointed in the direction of a target. 

Unfortunately, the RSD guidance system has shown a preference for civilians, children in particular. The range varies from 600 to 800 
meters. By any standards, the weapon is inaccurate, but close counts with a warhead that contains nearly 80 pounds of high explosives, in 
a terrorist war where human life is of no consequence.~ 
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UPDATE: 
Namibia One 
Year After 
by Jim Hooper 

T O the Kaiser it was German 
South West Africa. To the 
South Africans, who snatched 

it from Imperial Germany during World 
War I, it became simply "Southwest. " To 
the new, popularly elected government 
headed by President Sam Nujoma of the 
South West Africa People's Organization 
(SWAPO), it ' s the U.N.-approved Na­
mibia, land of milk and honey. To many 
others, however, it's a once-viable country 
being sucked dry, the vacuum filling with 
banana republic paranoia. 

Armed and trained by Cuban "Inter­
nationalists" in Angola, SWAPO guer­
rillas fought a 27-year (and largely ineffec­
tual) insurgency war against South African 
forces in northern Namibia. By the mid-
1980s, Pretoria, recognizing the low­
intensity conflict as a political and eco­
nomic millstone, began casting about for a 
face-saving solution. Jn 1989, as part of a 
delicately balanced agreement with Ha­
vana that called for a staged withdrawal of 
Cuban forces from Angola (which was 
Fidel's own millstone), South Africa 
agreed to U.N.-supervised elections. The 
irony is that Nujoma, a Marxist revolution­
ary who vowed to continue the war if he 
didn 't win, emerged from the subsequent 
political battle as that rarest of African 
luminaries - a democratically elected 
head of state. 

Given SWAPO's success under West­
ern-style elections, and the recent failure 
of Nujoma's East-Bloc comrades-in-arms, 
one assumes he's learned a thing or two. 
Wrong. Although rigor mortis already may 
have stiffened the body dialectic of Marx­
ism elsewhere in the world, SWAPO 
seems determined to bring it to life in 
Namibia - bankruptcy and all. 

A year after independence, the coffers 
of diamond- and uranium-rich Namibia are 
bare. Yet, in a country where the mean 
annual income is barely $800, a president 
with a sixth-grade education enjoys a 
tax-free monthly salary of $6,500, guaran­
teed for life. Dozens of old cronies enjoy 
similar bloated salaries, and drive new 
German luxury cars as recompense for 
their years of struggle in exile. Yet they 
don't drive as much as they like; the prime 
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minister's long motorcade stopped at a gas 
station in the dusty town of Otjiwarango to 
fill up, but were refused service because 
the government's account was six months 
in arrears. That, however, didn't stop 
Nujoma from announcing soon thereafter 
the formation of two new government 
ministries al an annual cost of $650,000. 

But fleecing the treasury isn't Nujoma 
and Co.'s only agenda. As with most 
paranoid Third-World politicos, they've 
also started sharpening their pangas for the 
traditional beheading of the watchdog free 
press. 

According the The Namibian news­
paper, Deputy Information Minister 
Danny Tjongarero recently announced that 
"the media at present provides no infor­
mation that is relevant to the lives of 
ordinary people." Media attempts to em­
barrass and find fault with the government, 
Tjongarero said waspishly, "are creating 
the impression of chaos, corruption and 
mismanagement.'' 

SWAPO, therefore, has been forced into 
"formulating a national policy to deal with 
the extent to which freedom of the media is 
protected, the pattern of media ownership 
encouraged, and the degree to which it 
could foster the country's cultural aware­
ness." The government has launched its 
own newspaper, New Era, staffed by 
foreign journalists - Nordic, Zimbab­
wean, even liberal South African - whose 
politics have been deemed impeccably 
correct. The next step, according to Mr. 
Hans Feddersen of the fiercely independ­
ent AJ/gemeine Zeitung, could be the 
licensing of journalists. 

"For those who dare to criticize 
SWAPO, you can be sure their applica­
tions will come under careful, slow scru­
tiny," Feddersen said. "And until you've 
lived in Africa, my friend, you don't know 
what slow is." An editorial in the Wind­
hoek Observer dryly noted that "New Era 
will provide a mouthpiece [for] the gov­
ernment .. . which the free press has 
apparently failed to do. So to counter this 
apparent failure, the taxpayer must 
cough up." 

That's where it gets sticky, you see, for 
out of a population of 1.63 million, the 

This young Namibian is now enjoying the 
benefits of Marxist-Socialism, while the 
former police counterinsurgency operator 
has seen his benefit check go to the ANC. 
Photo: John Coleman 

country has less than 65,000, mostly 
white, taxpayers. And it's fiscal misman­
agement of government revenues that has 
been one of the chief targets of Namibia's 
free press. To outsiders, tales of ineptitude 
raise eyebrows and chuckles; seen through 
the eyes of the few tax -paying Namibians, 
each story is another nail in the coffin of a 
once-viable country. 

Example? Pretoria transfers millions in 
pension and medical funds to SWAPO for 
the thousands of black Namibians who 
fought under South African leadership 
against SWAPO guerrillas. Nujoma, in a 
fit of comradely solidarity, donates more 
than $550,000 of it to the African National 
Congress (ANC) in South Africa. 

Example? President Robert "Comrade 
Bob" Mugabe of Zimbabwe announces 
he's to make an official state visit. The 
Namibian Defence Force (NDF) scram­
bles to find a few cannon to fire an official 
welcoming salute. The NDF bas plenty of 
Russian cannons - free ones - but almost 
a year after independence they're still in 
Angola, no one having thought to bring 
them down. So the NDF goes to Annscor, 
South Africa's state-owned arms man­
ufacturer. Armscor's cut-rate price on four 
obsolete cannons is a deal they can hardly 
refuse, but it doesn't do much to diminish 
SWAPO's blatant disregard for U.N. sanc­
tions against South Africa, which Nujoma 
continues to demand of the rest of the 
world. As it was, Mugabe delayed his visit. 

And tourism - particularly from South 
Africa and Germany - has always been 
one of Namibia's major sources of reve­
nue. No longer. President Nujoma's 100-
man bodyguard, ever on the alert for spies 
and assassins, has done a marvelous job of 
dissuasion. A Gennan near the seaside 
resort of Swakopmund, understandably 
confused by shouting soldiers, armored 
cars and the antiaircraft cannons surround-

Continued on page 87 
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KflWTHOOLEI 
RECO" 
by Peter Busslan 

AT Mae Sam Laep, the Salween River takes a big bend 
and you can see the long, motorized canoes clattering 
up and down for miles. I meet up coincidentally with 

a Karen fem ale general who has spent 25 years fighting against 
the Burmese. 

We head down river in one of the canoes - the dense jungle 
on both sides strikes me since I never saw anything like it in 
rape-the-land Thailand. The female general talks the whole two 
hours we 're in the ·canoe: I'm listening, but also worried about 
getting permission to get into Mannerplaw, the Karen National 
Union (KNU) base camp. After a Karen major in a grass hut 
fa dios around and,sign1; some papers, however, I'm cm ·my way. 
After arriving at Mannerplaw, I spend four days trying to get 
permission to go out on a patrol. So my overriding question is: 
What the hell is going on? Getting anything done here is like 
pu lling teeth. · 

(Weeks later, I came down with cerebral malaria in Bangkok, 
and finally realized what the problem was with the Karen: Their 
brains are totally shot from running around the jungles with no 
an timalarial drugs. I have a single case, which takes up to a year 
to fully hea l. I can't imagine getting the disease every year, 
which many Karen do. After four months, I'm just now getting 
my memory back again . ... Life in the Burmese jungl.e.) 

But, like gelling permission to enter Mannerplaw, I finally 



get permiss ion to join a patrol. The next 
day. I head out with about 12 Karen 
soldiers. It "s hot and we do about IO miles 
the first day, settling under a large canopy 
of teak the first night. We eat the usual 
me al of ri ce and fish paste. 

l"m with a resupply outfit. We ' re loaded 
down. bu t there doesn ·t seem to be any real 
plan except to hook up with the soldiers 
fi ghting at the front. 

We continue moving for two more days. 
I keep he aring stories of attacks by the 
Burmese. In this dense jungle, you can be 
10 or 20 fe et away from the enemy and not 
even know it. It"s nearing the dry season, 
and our biggest danger is being spotted by 
the Burmese, wh o are in control of several 
hill s along our route. 

Several of the Karen soldiers speak 
some English. They all tell me that they ' re 
particularl y worried this year, as the 
Burmese have just purchased some Mi-2 
attack helicopters from Poland, F-7M 
fighters from China. and G-4 ground­
attack aircraft from Yugoslavia. 

Mannerpl aw was bombed last year 
without this increased firepower; that it 
will be bombed thi s year seems inevitable, 
only this time it probably will be de­
stroyed. 

The next day, we're tromping up an­
other hill when everyone suddenly takes 
cover in the bushes, me tagging along, but 
not knowing why . The guy next to me 
grabs my arm hard and pushes his grimy 
hand in my face. I twist around with the 
direction of his grasp and there they are: 
The Burmese arm y camped on a hillside, 
500 meters aw ay. 

We sit there a long time, a few Karen 
communicating using hand signals. The 
rest of us just sit. And sit. And sit. And 
don't say a word. Everyone knows we ' re 
dead if they see us, especially me - the 
Burmese are notoriously hard on journal­
ists (see "Killed In Action ," Novem­
ber "89). 

Come nightfall, we head out. Most of 
these guys know the trail , and there's a 
littl e moon light to guide us. Nevertheless, 
I stumble a couple of times and get some 
pretty sour looks . We walk a good part of 
the night ; I can' t remember ever being so 
exha usted. 

Later, we reach a small ravine with a 
creek in the bottom . We fol low the creek 
fo r about 2km and meet up with a group of 
about 40 more Karen soldiers. Most are 
asleep; two or three are wounded . I find 
out the group has also lost a couple of men 
aft er tangling with the same group of 
Burmese we passed on our way here . 

We sleep fo r a few hours and then head 
back to Mannerplaw , minus our supplies. 
The wounded soldiers are with us for the 
return trip. 

We make it back uneventfully, although 
one gu y is bit by a snake and I never see 
him again . 

Peter Bussian is a freelance photojour­
nalist based in Sanra Fe, New Mexico. ~ 
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Burmese 
Road 

To 
Rain 

B urma received little notice in 
the Western press over the 
years until the summer of 

1988, when violent antigovernment 
demonstrations forced the abdi­
cation of then-prime minister, Gen­
eral Ne Win. 

This triggered a bloody struggle in 
major Burmese cities between pro­
democracy groups and government 
forces . It also united the "hill tribes" 
that have fought a guerrilla war 
against the Burmese government 
for more than 40 years. 

Ne Win, who led the Burma So­
cialist Program Party (BSPP), came 
to power in a coup in 1962 and 
launched the "Burmese Way to So­
cialism," which turned out to be the 
"Burmese Road to Ruin." In short, 
Ne Win 's brutal, authoritarian re­
gime is noted for turning one of the 
richest countries in Southeast Asia 
into one of the poorest. 

Ne Win is perhaps best known as 
the head of state who kicked the 
fender of the American ambassa­
dor's automobile to show his dis­
pleasure with U.S. policy in the 
region. 

Ne Win was replaced by General 
Sein Lwin. Nicknamed "the butcher" 
for his history of violently suppress­
ing Ne Win's opponents. he was 
forced to step down after govern­
ment troops fired on unarmed dem­
onstrators in Rangoon, leaving thou­
sands dead. 

A new civilian leader, Maung 
Maung, attempted to cool the situa­
tion by promising multi-party elec­
tions, but this never materialized 
because a military coup replaced 
him that September with Defense 
Minister Saw Maung. Saw Maung 
dissolved the government and re­
placed it with the State Law and 
Order Restoration Council 
(SLORC), which was composed al­
most entirely of military officers. 

Saw Maung positioned SLORC 
as an interim government pending 
resolution of Burma's crisis, and 

also promised elections. Instead, he 
delivered a brutal crackdown on 
opposition groups. 

Military units indiscriminately fired 
on demonstrators and bystanders. 
House-to-house searches for 
opposition leaders often resulted in 
summary executions. Street patrols 
shot innocent civilians without pre­
text. And anyone showing sympathy 
for the protesters, including mem­
bers of the government, was ar­
rested. 

In the second half of 1988 alone, 
an estimated 10,000 Burmese fled 
to India, Thailand and Bangladesh. 
Many took refuge in the mountains 
with ethnic guerrillas such as the 
Karen. Some began training in mili­
tary and political skills. 

The government offered an am­
nesty program to those who fled. 
However, nearly all of the 3,000 who 
returned to Burma under the pro­
gram were soon reported "missing." 

In Nc)Vember 1988, the opposition 
movement took the first step in 
forming a unified structure that could 
legitimately challenge Rangoon. 
Some 22 organizations, including 
seven ethnic organizations (Karen, 
Shan, Mon, Kachin, Arakanese, 
Chin and Karenni), formed the Dem­
ocratic Alliance of Burma (DAB) to 
coordinate military and political ac­
tivity. 

T he only major group. ex­
cluded from the DAB was 
the Burmese Communist 

Party. Despite a useful afmed 
strength of 8,000 men, it was ex­
cluded because of its advocacy of 
one-party (communist) rule . 

The elected chairman of the DAB 
was Bo Mya, who was also presi­
dent of the Karen National Union 
(KNU) and general of the Karen 
National Liberation Army (KNLA). 
The Karen figured prominently in the 
DAB, because they fielded about 
50% of its armed military strength of 

Continued on page 75 
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become one of its 3,538 agents . Today, 
then: are only 271 agent vacancies. M-any 
preferred candidates have experience as 
cops, narcotics detectives or soldiers. 

" The DEA looks for that kind of 
experience," Mullen explains. 

Special agent candidates must be 21 to 
34 years old, with good health and a solid 
background. Drug abuse in any form 
disqualifies them. They must be U.S. 
citizens and willing to transfer anywhere 
in the United States. Foreign assignments 
are voluntary. 

l{nowing a second language is a 
plus. The DEA may provide lan­
guage training, but you have a 

better chance of becoming an agent if 
you' re already skilled in a second lan­
guage. Spanish is the first choice, but 
others are valuable. 

Once they are appointed, trainees, 
" basic agents," learn their tradecraft in a 
15-week training program at Quantico, 
Virginia, sharing faci lities at Hogan's 
Alley with the FBI. Training covers close 
combat, city and rural combat, night fire, 
shoot/don ' t shoot conditions, court proce­
dure, investigative techniques, drugs and 
narcotics identification, criminology, and 
practical field problems. 

Basic agents undergo firearms training 
with handguns, rifles, shotguns and auto­
matic weapons. A few years ago, DEA 
agents carried 58 different varieties of 

Ready, aim, fire on sllmeball drug 
lords around the world. In 1990, 
DEA agents made nearly 22,000 
arrests and seized more than S 1 .5 
billion In asssets. 
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SPECIAL AGENT 
MINIMUM QUALIFICATIONS 
•Be a U.S. citizen 
•Age 21-34 
• Excellent physical condition 
• Valid driver's license 
• Have uncorrected vision of not less 
than 20/200 in both eyes, corrected 
20/20 in one eye and 20/40 in the other 
• Able to relocate to another city in the 
United States 
• College degree in any field {with 
provisions) 
Contact: Drug Enforcement Admini­
stration, Office of Personnel, Special 
Agent Recruiting Unit. Washington, D.C. 
20537 for more information. 

handguns. Today, they use four basic 9mm 
models, using other weapons when work­
ing undercover. They must qualify with a 
12-gauge pump shotgun, an M16 carbine 
and a submachine gun. 

The training is physically hard, mentally 
demanding, and stressful - precisely the 
conditions agents face on the streets. One 
high-level DEA official estimates that a 
new agent will have to draw his or her 
weapon within a week after leaving the 
academy. 

Special agents are masters of the 
buy-bust technique and frequently 
work undercover, which was manda­

tory until Mullen made it voluntary. 
Role-playing provides undercover skills. 
On assignment, they pose as wealthy drug 
dealers, drug trafficking pilots, money 
launderers, boat operators, even dishonest 
cops. But undercover, things don't always 
go as planned. 

In February 1988, undercover DEA 
agents were attempting to buy 2 pounds of 
heroin from Thai drug dealers. But the 
dealers never intended to sell the heroin; 
their game was to kill and rob customers. 
Two undercover agents were shot to death. 
A third agent was shot in the leg, and two 
drug dealers were killed. 

To date, 36 special agents and six 
clerical staff members have been killed. 

While special agents are skilled at 
protecting themselves physically, other 
problems prove insidious. One, says Mul­
len, is temptation - the lure of money and 
drugs. Therefore, the background investi­
gation is key in recruiting. 

There's also the cynicism that becomes 
a trademark characteristic of narcotic cops 

After being selected as a candidate, 
which Isn't easy, DEA agents must 
undergo 15 weeks of extensive 
training with handguns, rifles, 
shotguns and automatic weapons. 

and agents exposed to society's lowest 
elements. "That's why you can 't leave an 
agent undercover for too long, " 
Mullen says. 

But for a sharp, dedicated agent, the 
DEA provides a chance to make a differ­
ence in the world. In 1990, DEA agents 
made 21,799 arrests and seized more than 
$1.5 billion in assets. 

"You seize several metric tons of 
cocaine, and you've saved a number of 
lives," Mullen says. "That's the most 
satisfying aspect. " 

Pay for special agents with experience 
tops $50,000 a year. Starting salary for a 
GS-7 is $21,023, for a GS-9, $25,717; 
overtime pays a 25% premium. Retirement 
is mandatory at 55 years old. ''An agent 
has to be quick and alert, and there comes 
a time ... ," Mullen, who retired the day he 
turned 50, says. 

But new special agents don ' t face 
running out of work. While cocaine is the 
current priority, heroin is gaining. The 
U.S. will always have some level of drug 
abuse, Mullen says. "I don't think zero 
abuse is attainable. We are a drug­
consuming society. Heroin is making a 
comeback. It will probably continue be­
cause of the turmoil in the Middle East and 
Asia. Availability of heroin will remain 
high and that 's why enforcement, interdic­
tion, and education are our best answers. 

"I don ' t see the solution coming from 
other countries. They are not going to 
solve our problems for us. " 

Solving the nation 's drug problem re­
mains in the hands of DEA special agents, 
working with other law enforcement 
agencies. 

"I hate to think of where we 'd be as a 
nation without DEA's special agents," 
Mullen says. " We haven't stopped drugs, 
but think of how much worse it would be 
without the DEA. " 

Morgan Tanner has 10 years' experience 
covering international conflicts for Na­
tional News Service and is a frequent 
contributor to SOF (see " Crack in Amer­
ica, " June '89).'9( 
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SHOT SHOW AND 
by Galen Geer 

SOF Publlsher Robert K. Brown with doe he dropped at more than 300 yards using 

the Nikon scope to solve a problem that had troubled him the year before. 
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E
ACH year SOP Publisher Bob 
Brown, some members of his 
staff, and a few guests join 
together for a few days of deer 
and elk hunting in Colorado. 

The hunting is for meat, not trophies, and 
it provides SOF an opportunity to test 
products from the annual Shooting­
Hunting Outdoor Trade (SHOT) Show. 

We believe the following products will 
appeal to all SOF readers who enjoy 
outdoor adventure. All products discussed 
here were either tested by us in last year 's 
hunting camp or will be tested this year. 

Boots 

Temperatures during our last hunt 
ranged from below zero to 65 degrees. We 
had snow, freezing rain and mud. I tested a 
new boot fr9m Northlake Boots made with 
a Gore-Tex fabric bootie inside and 
insulated with Thinsulate. I wore the boots 
through temperature extremes in snow to 
mud, and my feet stayed dry and 
comfor.table. While mountain hiking, the 
boots diCln't slip. For more information, 
write: Northlake Boots, 1812 Columbia, 
Dept. SOP, Franklin, TN 37065. 

Clothing 

Walls, of Fort Worth, Texas, 
manufacturers outdoor clothing that 
appeals to law enforcement personnel, big 
game hunters and other professionals who 
work outdoors. One of Walls' newest 
products is its Tracker jacket with blaze 
orange on one side for rifle-season hunters 
and camouflage on the other. For more 
information, write: Walls Public 
Relations, Dept. SOP, 219 S. Main St., 
Fort Worth, TX 76104. 

"Hunter's back" is a common malady 
after hours of big game hunting. V-ileo is 
manufacturing a sports belt designed to 
redistribute the pressure on the spine by 
placing it around the torso. The belt helps 
straighten the spine, which allows the 
hunter to be more comfortable, even while 
hiking. Wayne Geer tested the belt during 
the SOF hunt, and be felt it was very 
effective. For more information, write: 
Valeo, Dept. SOF, W229 N. 1687 
Westwood Dr., Suite A, Waukesha WI 
53186. 

Safety Products 

Safety products for shooters and hunters 
caught SOF's attention at the SHOT 
Show. Hunters are using safety eyewear 
more often while hunting although glasses 
specifically for hunters have not been 
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TELL 
widely available. Protective 
Optics has tints designed to 
meet the needs of both range 
shooters and hunters. These lenses are 
impact resistant and shatterproof. During 
the SHOT Show, the company 
demonstrated their lenses' durability by 
hitting them with a hammer. For more 
infonnation, write: Protective Optics, 
Dept. SOF, 23785 Cabot Blvd., Suite 311, 
Hayward, CA 94545. 

Hearing protection is another roncem. 
Action Ear demonstrated an electronic ear 
protector that also enhances sounds. 
Hunters who have hearing problems can 
wear these new ear protectors and enjoy 
better hearing, yet when a shot is fired, the 
electronics close down and the noise is not 
transmitted to the ear. For more 
information, write: Silver Creek 
Industries, Dept. SOF, PO Box 1988, 
Manitowoc, WI 54220. 

Safety includes knowing where others 
are, whether hunting or on the 
shooting range. Communications 

Group Inc. (CommTech) is offering 
compact two-way Montana radios. These 
are ultra-high frequency (460 Mhz) radios 
that operate on newly released channels 
with ranges of up to 4 miles. For more 
information, write: CommTech, Dept. 
SOF, 441 Donelson Pike, Suite 420, PO 
Box 148242, Nashville, TN 37214. 

An interesting safety product for SOF 
readers who own guard or hunting dogs is 
the Leash O' Life. This patented dog­
restraint system allows a dog to be carried 
safely in the back of a pickup, yet prevents 
the dog from jumping or falling out. For 
more information, write: Leash O' Life, 
1945 Alvina Dr., Missoula, MT 59802. 

Cutlery 

Venison is only as good as the care it 
receives in the field; it should be skinned 
and cooled as soon as possible. We killed 
eight deer during our last hunt, and several 
of the hunters used knives from the 
Western Cutlery Hunter Series, the Model 
R-16 fixed-blade knife, to field dress 
their deer. 

In camp, Westem's Model R-14, a 
skinning knife, was one of the knives used 
to get hides off of deer as quickly as 
possible. For more information, write: 
Western Cutlery, Dept. SOF, 1800 Pike 
Rd., Longmont, CO 80501. 

The SHOT Show is a cutlery showplace, 
and Gerber introduced a new knife that 
should be popular with sportsmen: the 
Gator, a rubber-handled folding knife with 

SEPTEMBER 91 

SOF Surveys Latest 
Hunting Gear 

32 Simmons· ProHunter series of scopes 

cover all hunting needs. Photo: 

courtesy Simmons Optics 

Compact laser mount and laser from 

B·square Is popular with a variety of 

shooters. Photo: courtesy B·Square 

Jason's new compact 20x 

portable spotting scope 

Includes a carrying case and 

tripod. Photo: courtesy 

Jason/Images 
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11The scope on a hunting rifle can 

Taking hlgh-quallty, proper equipment 

to camp can mean the difference be· 

tween a good adventure and disaster. 

Photo: courtesy Galen Geer 

a 3 3/4-inch 
blade. For more 
information, write: Fiskars/Gerber, Dept. 
SOF, 14200 SW 72nd Ave., Portland, OR 
97223. 

Al Mar's Vagabond is also ideal for 
hunters. This is a knife that can be used by 
the hunter in the field or for chores around 
camp, and it has the added attraction of a 
compass set into the handle. Another Al 
Mar knife, the Mini Bulldog, answers the 
need for a sportsman's pocket knife for 
small jobs around camp. For more 
information, write: Al Mar Knives, Dept. 
SOF, PO Box 1626, 5755 S.W. Jean Rd., 
Suite 101, Lake Oswego, OR 97035. 

Ammunition 

Sporting ammunition is always 
evolving. For hunting in Africa, 
A-Square has introduced the .470 

Capstick, named for one of today's most 
prolific Africa hunting writers, Peter 
Capstick. The .470 ammo is available in 
three different 500-grain types. For more 
information, write: A-Square, Dept. SOF, 
Route 4, Simmons Rd., Madison, IN 
47250. 

A new hunting bullet from Sierra is the 
.375 250-grain Sierra Boat Tail (SBT). 
Although primarily for tougher game, the 
. 375-caliber bullets are proving popular 
with elk hunters because the bullet's punch 
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Oneida Labs' new Strike Eagle bow Is 

an example of the growth In archery 

technology. Photo: courtesy Oneida ,, . _ 

Labs 

at longer ranges gives more first shot kills 
of big game. Sierra also has issued the 3rd 
edition of its reloading guides for rifles 
and handguns. For more information, 
write: Sierra Bullets, Dept. SOF, 1400 
West Henry St., Sedalia, MO 65301. 

Optics 

The scope on a hunting rifle can make or 
break the hunt. My son, Chris, killed his 
first deer using a British .303 equipped 
with a Simmons 3-10x44. On my 
Winchester Model 70 .375 H&H, a Bausch 
& Lomb Balvar 1.5-6x32 was on its debut 
hunt but did not get used on an elk. 

My standard deer gun, a Remington 700 
BDL .30-06, is equipped with a Bushnell 
Banner 3-9x Lite Site that has proved itself 
year after year. Bob Brown was using a 
Nikon 3-9x40 scope on his .308 Steyr. The 
Nikon scope replaced a scope that proved 
inadequate for Western deer hunting the 
year before. 

All three scopes proved their worth. 
Chris brought his deer down at 200 yards 
using the Simmons scope. At the SHOT 

Show, Simmons introduced an entire new 
line of scopes, the ProHunter Series, to 
cover all hunting needs. I took one of my 
deer on a 400-yard shot with my .06 and 
Brown brought down a deer at 300+ yards 
using the Nikon scope in falling light. The 
success of the shooters at various ranges, 
all of them in awkward lighting, proved 
the performance characteristics of their 
scopes. 

For more information, write: Simmons 
Optics, Dept. SOF, PO Box 217, Heflin, 
AL 36264; Bushnell/Bausch & Lomb, 
Dept. SOF, 300 N. Lone Hill Ave., San 
Dimas, CA 91773; Nikon Sport Optics, 
Dept. SOF, 623 Stewart Ave., Garden 
City, NY 11530. 

J ason Optics is expanding its line of 
scopes and accessories. A recent 
introduction popular with hunters is a 

spotting scope window mount. Jason has 
also expanded its line with a Compact 20x 
spotting scope kit that includes a carrying 
case and tripod. For more information, 
write: Jason/Images Group, Dept. SOF, 
PO Box 28, Easton, PA 18044-0028. 

The SHOT Show displayed many other 
optics developments not aimed 

specifically at hunters. One of the most 
significant was the "Quick-Detachable 
Laser Mounts" and laser sights developed 
by B-Square. Designed to reduce the 
profile of guns equipped with laser sights 
and to enhance the versatility of autos and 
revolvers, the mounts are popular with 
serious shooters of all types. For more 
information, write: B-Square, Dept. SOF, 
PO Box 11281, Fort Worth, TX 76110. 

Hunting Aids 

One of the more interesting new 
products is the Backseat, a combination 
backpack and camp stool. Waterfowlers 
can use the Backseat in their blind and to 
carry shells; big game hunters can use it 
for a day hunting pack. Around camp, the 
folding stool can be removed from the 
pack. For more information, write: Lake 
Country Sales Inc., Dept. SOF, PO Box 
239, Elysian, MN 56028 . 

SOF readers who want a top-quality day 
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Northlake Boots field· 

tested by the author 

after a full hunting 

season. Photo: Galen 

pack should consider the Teardrop Wool 
Pack or Loon Internal Frame Pack from 
ScanSport Inc. These are quiet packs made 
from traditional wool and leather products, 
and are superior to most " modem" pack 
fabrics . For more information, write: 
ScanSport Inc., Dept. SOF, PO Box 700, 
Enfield, NH 03748. 

Hunting Camp 

A hunting camp should be 
comfortable . Monta na 
Canvas has introduced a 
new, lightweight, synthetic canvas 
material that reduces the weight of 
outfitter tents. According to the company, 
a 16x20-foot canvas tent weighs more than 
100 pounds, but only 40 pounds with the 
new material. For more information, write: 
Montana Canvas, Dept. SOF, PO Box 390, 
Belgrade, MT 59714. 

C
ampfire grills for hunting camp can 
make camp life tolerable. At our 
next hunting camp we will evaluate 

a large grill introduced at the SHOT Show 
called the Kott Kampgrill. The Kott grill is 
3 feet long and 18 inches wide with a 
warming rack. For more information, 
write: Kott Manufacturing, Dept. SOF, PO 
Box 2025 , 422 W. Adams, Harlingen, TX 
78551. 

Getti ng to and from hunting camp, 
whether in the Rockies or Africa, can be a 
chore. Cabela's has developed World 
Traveler luggage designed for rough 
handling. For more information, write: 
Cabela's Inc., Dept. SOF-MM, 812 13th 
Ave., Sidney, NE 69160. 

Reloading/Sighting-In 

The last step taken before going into the 
fie ld is sighting- in. Accuright 
manufactures a portable shooting bench 
that can be used on the range or taken to 
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or break the hunt.,, 

the field. The bench rotates 360 degrees 
and is made from mechanical tubing for 
stability. For more information, write: 
Accuright, Dept. SOF, PO Box 1062, 

Livingston, MT 59047. 

Archery 

Archery hunting for North 
American and African game 

has been growing in 
popularity . Oneida Labs' 

compound hunting bows are at 
the forefront of archery technology. At the 
SHOT Show, Oneida introduced the Strike 
Eagle bow, a prime example of the new 
technology. The let-off choices on the 
Strike Eagle are from 50-65%, and an 
innovative outboard limb system sets the 
bow apart from others. For more 
information, write: Oneida Labs Inc., PO 
Box 366, Syracuse, NY 13201. 

The Feather Flex decoy company 
introduced a new target system for archery 
hunters who want to practice in their own 
yard. The targets are made from 
crosslinked 

Al Mar Mini 

Bulldog Is a 

pocket knife 

that can be 

carried for 

quick chores. 

Photo: 

courtesy Al Mar 

polyethylene foam with different targets 
on 12 different foam sheets. Each target 
has a different center of impact for longer 
life. The system stops all field points and 
weighs only 6 pounds, so it is easily 
carried, even into the field, for practice. 
For more information, write: Feather Flex, 
Dept. SOF, Swan Lake Rd., Bossier City, 
LA 7111.1. 

C
rossbows, too, are gaining in 
popularity for big game hunting; 
two companies active in the 

crossbow field are Barnett International 
and Horton. At the SHOT Show, Horton 
introduced its SAFARI Crossbow, which 
will appeal to crossbow hunters. For more 
information, write : Horton Manufacturing 
Co. Inc., Dept. SOF, Waterloo Rd., 
Suffield, OH 44260. 

Galen Geer is SOF's Contributing Editor 
for Outdoor Affairs.~ 

New two-way radios from Comm~ch 

are designed to appeal to 

outdoonmen. Photo: 

courtesy Comm~ch 
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#8036 -
The Dictionary 
of Espionage 
by Henry S.A. Beckett. 
A comprehensive guide to 
spook speak. 
$17.95 

#8006 -
Knife Self-Defense 
for Combat 
by Michael D. Echanis . 
First in a series dealing 
with hand-to-hand com­
bat as taught to the Spe­
cial Warfare Branches of 
the United States Military. 
$9.95 

#8012 - An Illustrated 
Guide to Modern 
Elite Forces 
by Max Walmer. A con­
cise guide to today's elite 
forces of the world. Over 
34 units are covered from 
17 different countries. 160 
pages filled with b&w and 
color photos. $11.95 

Auailable Now For A Limited Time Only! 

SOF's DESERT STORM COLLECTORS SERIES 

Receive 9 issues of SOF's Desert Storm coverage, plus the special "War in 
the Middle East," plus a handsome SOF binder ... 

THEROAD10 
KALAM.ATA 

ALL FOR ONLY $35.95 
A Vcllue of more than $50.00 #7034 

#8037 - The Road 
to Kalamata 
by Mike Hoare. A straight 
forward account of 
Hoare's 4-Commando ac­
tions while in the service 
of Moise Tshombe's new­
ly created Independent 
State of Katanga. Hard­
cover. $17.95 

The Elite: Story of the 
Rhodesian SAS by Bar­
bara Cole. The exploits of 
the famed Rhodesian 
Special Air Service from 
its inception to its dis­
bandment. 
#8019 - $19.95 
#8023 - Special leather 
collectors' edition 
$100.00 

#8021 -
The Soldier of Fortune. 
Adapted from Soldier of 
Fortune Magazine. A 
book filled with photos 
and stories of the elite 
men and elite units. Spe­
cially priced at $7.95 

#8038 - Portugals 
Guerrilla War 
by A.J. Venter. This is a 
book about a ten-year war 
in Portuguese Guinea. 
This war is not just 
another African military 
conflict. On its outcome 
hinges the destiny of all 
Africa. Hardcover. $9.95 

#8026 -
The Elite: A Pictorial 
This 168-page hardcover 
edition covers the exploits 
of the famed Rhodesian 
Special Air Service, from 
its inception to disband­
ment, in front-line, you­
are-there photography. 
$21.95 

#8025 - Mercenary 
Commander 
Here's the inside story of 
mercenary work - Africa 
style. From the 1960s Bel­
gian Congo to the 1980s 
Seychelles, Colonel Jerry 
Puren fights the wars only 
the toughest can survive. 
384 pages with excellent 
photographs. Hardcover. 
$29.95 

#7033 - SOF Magazine Binder Holds 12 issues. $10.95 
#8020 - Shoot a Handgun by Dave Arnold. A complete manual of simplified handgun instructions. $9.95 
#8022 - The Best of Survive A handy guide comprising the finest how-to articles from Omega's Survive Magazine. $2.95 
#8039 - Secrets of Modern Knife Fighting .A comprehensive guide on knife fighting. $9.95 

BOOK# QUANTITY 

SUB TOTAL 

Please Include $3.00 for 
the first item ordered - Postage & Handling 
Include $1.00 for each ad-
dltional Item for postage 3.7"/o Sales Tax 

and handling. Overseas 
(Colo. res.) 

orders add 40%. Please 
allow 4-6 weeks for dellv- TOTAL 

ery. 
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PRICE SOF EXCHANGE BOOKSHELF 
Mail to: SOF Exchange ST 9/91 , P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard, VISA or C.O.D. - call toll·free -
1-800-743-56241 NEW FAX YOUR ORDER 303-444-5617! 

PAYMENT: 0 VISNMASTERCARD 0 CHECK ENCLOSED 0 COD 

CARD#·~-------------------~ 

EXPIRATION DATE ________________ _ 

NAME~---------------------

ADDRESS·---------------------
CITY ____________ STATE __ ZIP ___ _ 

For customer service calls, dial (303) 449-3750 - between 9:00 a.m. and 4:00 
p.m. mountain time. 
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SNIPER SCHOOL 
Continued from page 51 

Eagle Industries Unlimited Inc. (Dept. 
SOF. -WO Biltmore Dr., Suite 530, Fenton, 
MO 63026 : phone : 3 I .+-343-754 7) . · 
Manufactured to U.S. MilSpec. the LBV­
USA was fabricated from 500 Denier 
Cordura in woodland pattern camouflage 
to match the Salvadoran-issue cammies. 
The LBV-USA holds six Kalashnikov 
magazines in the top four pouches and two 
grenades or other small items in two lower, 
utility pouches. 

In two long, narrow pouches next to the 
magazine's pouches I carried my Swiss 
army knife and a two-cell Legend 
fl ashlight. Both sides of this vest, the 
lower pack panel and the shoulder harness 
have 2 1/4-inch webbing double stitches 
for attaching extra gear with military side 
clips. A standard pistol belt can be 
attached to the bottom of the LBV-USA to 
accommodate a holster and canteens. In 
my opinion, you don ' t need any more 
equipment than that fer most operations 
and you can forget about the pistol as well. 
This excellent vest carries a list price of 
$139.95. Eagle Industries also generously 
donated four cases of holsters, knife 
sheaths and other law enforcement web 
gear to the ERE. 

As dangerous as El Salvador remains 
(17 soldiers were killed by a command­
detonated mine ambush in Chalatenango 
during our stay), you cannot walk into a 
restaurant or stroll down a shopping mall 
with an AK without turning a few heads. 
Whenever a low profile was mandated, I 
packed a Wayne Novak (Novak ' s .45 
Shop, 1206 1/2 30th St., Parkersburg, WV 
26101; phone 304-485-9295) modified 
Browning High Power loaded with Black 
Hills 147-grain subsonic JHP. 

Complete with Novak' s superb Lo­
Mount rear sight, dovetailed front sight 
-both wi th Trijicon self-luminous 
crystals, stippled back strap, bevel carry 
package and tuned trigger, this hot setup is 
called the "Anti-Terrorist Tactical High 
Power. " Sam Andrews, Jr. (1040 S.W. 
11th Terrace, Gainesville, FL 32601; 
phone 904-376-8809 -catalog $3) 
provided what I feel is the best shoulder 
holster available, his Lightweight Rig with 
special harness system. My backup was, as 
usual, an S&W Model 640 stainless steel 
Centennial .38 Special loaded with Federal 
158-grain Lead Hollow Points stuffed into 
one of Bruce Nelson 's inside-the-pants 
Summer Specials. 

Chris also carried a S&W .38 Special 
with Federal ' s " FBI " loads. As backup he 
relied on a hammer-shrouded Model 49 
" Bodyguard" in a Bianchi inside-the­
pants holster. His primary piece was a 
customized Colt Lightweight Commander 
(pre-"series 70" ) with Black Hills 185-
grain JHPs in a strongside Gordan Davis 
holster with rearward muzzle rake. 

The day before the course was 
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All of our short sleeve T-Shirts & long sleeve Sweat 
Shirts are made High-Quality 50/50 blend fabric to reduce 
shrinkage. All art & letters are silkscreenedforyears of wear. 

Persian Gulf 
War Games 

1991 

"1ST Place Persian Gulf War 
Games 1991" 

White & Red on Dk. Blue 
Order No. T-53 (T .Shirt S,M,L,)(1.) ........ $9.95 
Order No. T-53 (T .Shirt XXL) .............• $11.95 
Order No. SW-53 (Swoet S,M,L,XL) .... $16.95 
Order No. SW-53 (Swoet XXL) ...•..••..•• $18.95 
Order No. CAP-53 (Cep One Slm) .....•. $8.95 

"Shot Smiley Face" 
Yellow & Red on White 

Ordo< No. T-32 (T·Shlrt S,M,L,)(1.) ........ $9.95 
Order No. T-32 (T·Shlrt XXL) .............. $11.95 
Order No. SW-32 (Swoet S,M,L,XL) ..•• $16.95 
Order No. SW-32 (Swoet XXL) .........•.. $19.95 
Order No. CAP-32 (Cep One size ) ....... $8.95 

'When It Absolutely, Posltlvely 
has to be Deystroyed Overnight" 

Gold on Red 
Order No. T-51 (T.Shlrt S,M,L,XL~ ....••• $9.95 
Order No. T -51 (T .Shirt XXL) •.•••••....... $11.95 
Order No. SW-01 (Sweet S,M,L,XL) .... $16.95 
Order No. SW-01 (Swoet XXL) .......•.... $18.95 
Order No. CAP-51 (Cep One size ) ....... $8.95 

"NAVY SEAL's" 
Gold on Blue 

Order No. T-52 (T·Shlrt S,M,L,XL) ...•.. $13.95 
Order No. T-52 (T·Shlrt XXL) ..•.........•• $15.95 
Order No. SW-02 (Sweet S,M,L,XL) .... $19.95 
Order No. SW-52 (SWeet XXL) .......••... $Zl .95 
Order No. CAP-52(Cep One size ) ........ $9.95 

8350 North 7th Street, SF-9 
Phoenix, Arizona 85020 

"Made In America 
Teseted In Japan" 

White & Red on Dark Blue 
Order No. T-40 (T .Shirt S,M,L,XL) ........ $9.95 
Order No. T-40 (T .Shirt XXL) .............. $11.95 
Order No. SW-40 (Swoet S,M,L,XL) .... $16.95 
Order No. SW-40 (Swoet XXL) ........•••. $18.95 

" I Don't Dial 911 " 
Red & Blue on Lt. Blue 

Order No. T-41 (T .Shirt S,M,L,XL) ........ $9.95 
Order No. T-41 (T.Shlrt XXL) .•......•..... $11.95 
Order No. SW-41 (Swoet S,M,L,XL) ..•. $16.95 
Order No. SW-41 (Swoet XXL) ............ $18.95 
Order No. CAP-41 Ce One size .•••••.. $8.95 



scheduled to begin we inspected the range, 
zeroed ou r AKMs and gave a lec ture back 
at the barracks on disassembly/assembly 
and maintenance procedures for the SSG 
69, Dragunov and M 14/M 1 A. 

1-1 Countersnipers 

The next morning at 0700, 14 men 
assembled at the range to participate in the 
course. Among them were the unit 
commander, First Lieutenant Aristides 
Merlos Flores, and the first sergeant, 
whom I had previously nicknamed 
" Sargento del Almacen" (literally, 
" Sergeant of the Supply Room " ). Four of 
the other 12 had taken the weapons course 
provided by SOF in June of 1990. They 
were "Mafia," " Atlactl," "Casa Seri a," 
(Serious Matter) and " Guapo ," 
(Handsome). The other eight were known 
by equally bizarre monikers: " Mala Cria" 
(Child of Bad Parentage), " Tractor," 
"Fosforo " (Match - because of his red 
hair as a child), "Muneco " (Baby Face), 
" Chindondo" (Lump on the Head), 
"Caballo" (Horse), " Tison " and 
"Chivo" (Goat). 

I will, of course, forever be known as 
"Pantera Rosa " (Pink Panther) by the 
ERE, and Chris was quickly named "Oso 
Grande " (Great Bear). 

Those introductions aside, we 
proceeded to zero all the rifles at 100 
meters that were fit for service . Redfield 
Precision Sight-In Targets were used for 
this purpose. Throughout the course we 

employed Dualatron and Know Your 
Enemy humanoid-type targets 
supplemented by balloons. Bores were 
cleaned after every five shots . Cleaning 
and maintenance procedures were stressed 
continually. 

The principles of marksmanship were 
discussed, including breathing, trigger 
control and follow through , sigh t 
alignment and the basic firing positions. 
While prone, kneeling, squatting, si tting 
and standing positions were all 
demonstrated and practiced, particular 
emphasis was placed on the improvised 
positions that will most often be required 
in real scenarios. All shooting during Day 
l was from 80 meters in the prone position 
from behind a small berm. As we had only 
six target frames, the 12 students were 
divided into two-man teams and alternated 
firing the exercises. Lieutenant Merlos and 
the unit ' s first sergeant fired whenever it 
was possible to do so. 

On the second day we started back at the 
80-meter line, where we kept all those who 
could not yet manage consistent five-shot 
groups in the head (from below the hairline 
to just under the nose). The others were 
moved to the hills above the range to fire 
head shots at 100 and 200 meters. While 
many expect that sniper training should 
emphasize shooting at ranges of 500 
meters and beyond, the fact is that police 
countersnipers operating in urban 
environments rarely engage targets 
beyond 100 meters, and most often, their 

-
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Stra.:ight :ffre»m ithe so1L.llrce 
2507 Weslo A.venue, Grand Junc-tlon, Colorado 81505 

(303) 464-5931 (800) 677-8489 
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targe ts are much cl o~e r. 

Later in the day, after re-zeroing three 
rifles with loose scope ring screws, 100-
meter shooting commenced from behind 
wrecked cars and inside a bus at paper 
targets and balloons. They were reminded 
that whenever you take cover behind a car, 
you should position yourself in back of the 
engine block as it provides the best 
protection from incoming rounds. 

This was followed by a field exercise 
that tested the students' marksmanship 
skills together with their ability to cope 
with the improvised firing positions that 
would be forced upon a countersniper 
operating in San Salvador. All shooti ng 
was from approximately 100 meters. The 
students were required to run 50 meters to 
a sandbag bunker and fire one head shot. 
Using cover and concealment, they then 
crawled to a ditch and fired two shots 
using a small .steel bridge for support. 
From there they once again crawled to a 
small berm and fired another shot. Finally, 
they ran to a pile of debris and fired their 
fifth and final shot. No time limit was 
placed on this exercise, as precise head 
shots were deem ed to be more important 
than speed. 

Five Torso Hits 

Day 3 began with the only long-range 
shooting of the course, as each student was 
required to make five torso hits on a 
300-meter target. After this, they practiced 
shooting from the roof of the PN 

Video Catalog with 1 OO's more videos on 
shooting, hunting, and defense only 3.00 or 
FREE with any video order! 
Dealer inquiries invited Shipping 1 video-
2.50; 2 videos -3 .50; ea. additional -.50 
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substa tion as this location provides urban 
cuuntersnipers \v i th an unre~tricted field of 
fire from wh ich they are usua ll y less 
detectable . Mov ing up to 25 meters, snap 
shoot ing from the kneeling posi ti on was 
stressed . as urban countersnipers ca n be 
confronted with unexpected. close-range, 
moving targets at any time during an 
operation . 

At the end of the day , the grad uation 
exercise was conducted. It consisted of the 
previous day' s field exerci se w ith several 
added ingredients. Each man was required 
to ex it the rear o f the pickup truck to 
commence the exerci se . 

Between the small berm and the pile of 
debris we placed another truck and two 
shots were fired from the rear of thi s truck 
using the ro ll bars above the cab as 
support. Th is increased the total shots fired 
to seven and everyone was required to 
reload from behind cover on the bed of the 
truck. In additi o n, w hile th ey were 
crawling from the bunker to the ditch, I 
fired bursts from a Kalashnikov 6 inches 
over their heads from a distance of only 2 
feet. (Note: SOF does not endorse this type 
of realism as it requires a highly trained 
shoo ter firi ng directly over combat­
exp e rienced troops w ho wi ll not 
panic.) 

Al l of the students started out very 
poorly and few of them could consistently 
place five shots into the designated area of 
the ta rgets' heads by the end of the first 
day. Initially, trigger jerking and flinching 

were problems for many of them. 
However, they are a highly motivated 

group and most practiced dry firing each 
evening for several hours in the barracks. 
By the end of the course a ll were 
performing in a competent manner. W hile 
the M118 ammunition avai lable to us 
precluded sub-MOA groups fro m the 
caliber 7.62x51 mm NATO rifles, a lm ost 
all shot wi th acceptable accuracy under 
the intense stress of the final 
exercise. 

Fosforo received the top award for his 
performance in the course. Perhaps he had 
more to prove than the others. A war 
orphan, Fosforo represents an aspect of 

ROAD TO RUIN 
Continued from page 65 

20,000 soldiers. 
This force was sometimes dis­

missed as no threat to the 180,000-
man Burmese army. However, the 
DAB claimed it could field a force of up 
to 100,000 men if it were supplied with 
arms. To this end, it actively sought 
government and private funding from 
Western sources. But to no avail. 

In May 1990, under international 
pressure and threats of losing foreign 
aid, SLORC conceded to holding gen­
eral elections. The elections voted 
SLORC out, but its members declined 

Salvado ran culture th at has no para llel in 
the United States . Adopted by the PN, he 
was sheltered, fed , clothed and sent to 
school. During that time he served as an 
orderly in the Direccion Genera / de Po/icia 
Nacional. Eventua ll y, he became a police 
officer and worked hi s way up to the el ite 
ERE. 

There are rumors that the war will soon 
end in EI Salvador. After almost a decade 
of wi tnessing that tortured country 's 
anguish, I have my doubts. In any event, 
the ERE must proceed to level 2 of their 
countersniper training. SOF will be there 
to provi de it fo r th em . ~ 

to abdicate power. The democratic 
opposition leader, Aung San Suu Kyi, 
who won the elections, was put under 
house arrest. 

Then, with world attention focused 
on the Persian Gulf War, SLORC took 
the opportunity to step up efforts 
against pro-democratic opposition 
groups. Reports chalk up thousands of 
new arrests , including hundreds of 
Buddhist monks. This forced the oppo­
sition to form a provisional govern­
ment-in-exile in camps along the Thai 
border. 

Thai logging companies, with tacit 
Thai government support, are alleg­
edly providing logistical support for the 
Burmese troops, as the companies 
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have reportedly closed deals w ith 
SLORC that target teak forests in 
Karen-controlled areas. 

As a result, the Karen are being hit 
hard by stepped-up military sweeps. 
The Thai government also is turning a 
blind eye to Burmese raids on Karen 
outposts staged from Thailand . Ru­
mors persist of a major offensive tar­
geted against the Karen headquarters 
at Mannerplaw. 

Tragically , the death of the KNU and 
DAB probably will mean the death of 
thousands of honorable people, not to 
mention the death of democracy in 
Burma . ~ 

- Peter Boczar 

HOMECOMING 
Continued from page 47 

explaining that " no credible evidence has 
surfaced which would lead us to believe ... 
that the Arrow Air flight crashed as the 
result of an act of criminality, terrorism, or 
sabotage.' ' 

Dissenting Opinion 

However, the four dissenting members 
of the CASB were harshly critical of the 
official report. In their opinion, which was 
publicly released on 14 November 1988, 
they asserted that, " Witness testimony and 
detailed meteorological evidence establish 
that the wing of the Arrow Air DC-8 could 
not have been contaminated with ice 
during the take-off run at Gander on 12 
December 1985." 

The CASB's investigation of the crash 
was, the dissenters maintain, inept and 
incompetent. Contrary to standard 
procedures, the aircraft was never 
reconstructed, and wreckage was not 
selected for forwarding to the 
investigation center at Ottawa; it was 
"bulldozed into piles and discarded." 

The members' examination of the 
physical evidence was further hindered by 
the fact that wreckage photographs which 
were "not needed to support the majority 
analysis were not organized or labelled." 
Also, a coroner ' s inquest, which is 
required by law in Newfoundland for cases 
of sudden and unexpected death, was 
never conducted. 

The dissenting opinion argues that the 
Arrow Air crash was caused by an in-flight 
fire . This assumption is supported by 
eyewitness accounts and other key 
evidence. For instance, it is known that the 
crew discharged at least one of the 
aircraft's fire extinguishing bottles before 
the crash. Investigators also determined 
that the master fire warning light, which 
must be physically activated by the pilot, 
had been turned on prior to the moment of 
impact. 

Most important, autopsy reports reveal 
that many of the soldiers on board were 
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At last ... 
a voice of reason in the FOP 

Tom Possumato 
candidate for National FOP President 

I'm not a hunter or a I am a firm believer in 

sports enthusiast, but I can't states' rights. I don't be-

see taking away the enjoy- lieve in forcing down the 

ment of those who are. I throat of another state the 

view gun ownership as a 

right guaranteed by the U.S. 

Constitution. " 

Tom Possumato is a career police 
officer from Newark, NJ, now chal­
lenging two-term National FOP Presi­
dent Dewey Stokes. 

very strict gun control laws 

that we have in the State of 

New Jersey. " 
On Aug. 15, during the National FOP 

Conference in Pittsburgh, PA, Tom is 
taking on one of the nation's most 
outspoken proponents of gun con­
trol. Dewey Stokes has supported 
virtually every gun control measure 
introduced at the federal level in the 
last four years. 

Paid for by the Committee to Elect Tom Possumato 
139 Washington Street, Newark, NJ 07102, 201/642-0390 
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'' Says Tom: New Jersey 

has the toughest gun laws in 

the nation. But have we 

seen a significant drop in 

gun-related crime? Not 

according to police statis­

tics. 

HThat' s why I strongly 

favor greater penalties 

against those who commit 

crimes with weapons. As 

National FOP President, I 

will appeal to the member­

ship to press for laws that 

take criminals off the streets 

" and keep them off. 

If you favor a 

"Voice of Reason" 
Spread the Word! 

vote 

Tom 
Possumato 
for 
National FOP President 
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exposed to fire in the plane before it went 
down. Hydrogen cyanide, which is found 
in smoke generated by the burning of 
plastics in aircraft in teriors, was found in 
the bloodstreams of many of the victims. 
This indicates that those who died 
instant ly in the crash inhaled it before the 
DC-8 hi t the ground. 

An in-flight fire. not wing icing, is the 
only explanation for such evidence. 

The dissenting report postulates that this 
in-flight fire was caused by some kind of 
detonation in the forward cargo bay. 
During the investigation, Irving Pinke!, an 
explosives expert, was sent by Arrow Air' s 
insurance company to examine the DC-S's 
wreckage. 

What he found was " a roughly circular 
hole some 11 inches in diameter in a 
fuselage sidewall. The hole, located just 
above the floor line in the passenger cabin, 
seemed to be punched out explosively ... 
The partial w indow frame above the hole 
seems to be distorted outward as if from an 
in ternal blast." 

The dissenting opinion also discusses 
the possibility of terrorist involvement in 
the crash. They note that Islamic Jihad, 
which claimed responsibility, certainly 
had the capabil ity of planting a bomb on 
board the aircraft. " The organiza tion had 
demonstrated great sophistication in the 
use of explosives,'' the report observes, 
.. and may have been responsible for the 
terrorist a ttack that killed 241 American 
members of the multinational 

peacekeeping force at the Beirut Ai rport in 
1983." 

Iran-Contra Connection 

Further, the report provides this 
interesting bit of evidence: "At the time of 
the Arrow Air accident, the U.S. 
government was negotiating with the 
Islamic Jihad for the release of six 
American hostages.' ' In fact, the Reagan 
administration ' s secret arms-for-hostages 
deal had just gone sour. 

Less than a month before the Arrow Air 
crash, officials in Washington had agreed 
to send Iran a shipment of improved 
HAWK missiles in exchange for American 
captives. Then, for some reason, the 
administration decided to back out. 
Lieutenant Colonel Oliver North 
repeatedly tried to convince members of 
the National Security Council that such a 
move would enrage the Iranians and 
Islamic Jihad. 

Three days before the crash, on 9 
December 1985, North desperately sent 
out a memo, predicting that, "U.S. 
reversal now in mid-stream could ignite 
Iranian fire - hostages would be our 
minimum losses." His warning was 
ignored; the next day the State Department 
notified Tehran that the deal had been 
called off. 

It ' s certain that Islamic Jihad also had 
considerable opportunity to carry out an 
attack against the Arrow Air flight. The 
dissenting members of the CASB, and 

others c lose to the investigation. fee l that 
security for the flight was completely 
inadequate. Testimony at the board ' s 
public inquiry revealed a number of 
unconscionable lapses. 

An Army military customs team, which 
had been sent to Cairo airport to inspect 
the flight, was not allowed to examine the 
aircraft, supposedly because officials 
didn ' t have time to process ramp passes for 
them. 

According to the dissenting opinion, the 
soldiers ' "baggage and cargo were loaded 
without military supervision," during 
which time " the auxiliary power unit 
fai led twice, leaving the aircraft in 
darkness with only one semi-uniformed 
guard , believed to be an Egyptian 
soldier." Also, " It is reported that fighting 
broke out among the ground handlers 
beneath the tail of the aircraft, possibly 
during one of the blackouts." 

According to Captain Arthur 
Schoppaul, who piloted the Arrow Air 
flight from Cairo to Cologne, "ground 
security was very poor" at both airports. 
During the plane ' s refueling stop in 
Germany, for example, the DC-8 was 
cleaned by unsupervised employees of 
various nationalities. Given such shoddy 
security procedures, it is sadly evident that 
any interested terrorist could have planted 
a bomb on board without difficulty. 

Myster y Crates 

Just as disturbing, though, are reports of 
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WEAPONS : Caspian 
Arms .45; VIETNAM -
civilian MIAs in Indochina; 
WEAPONS: Skorpian 
machine pistol ; HIS­
TORY: Dezin formatsia , 
Soviets con Allies in t11e 
Balkans; MIDDLE EAST: 
SOF on the green line in 
Beirut ; ELITE UNITS : 
Korea 's mounta in in­
fantry. 
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For pistol, rifle, only 2-7/8" x 3/4"! 
LATR1 Sub Mini Laser Site . . $199.50 

100,000 Volt INTIMIDATORwand 
affective up to 20 ft! ITM10 .. $129.50, 

Body Heat Detector- all new . 
technology! BHT10 ......... $99.50 

Mini Shock Modules for hand 
wands, guns, electrify vehicles, objects. 
Effective, easy to u~e. SHK10 . $29.50 

Phone Tape System, Automatic, 
with LPx4 recorder. ATRSYS . $175.00 

3 Mile Voice Transmitter, ultra­
sensitive kit, FMV1 K . . . . . . . . . $39.50 

FREE With any Order for Products Above: 
Pocket Aame Thrower Plans! 

Caution required, PFM1 . ... ... reg. $10.00 

AMAZING CONCEPTS 
•ORDERS: 800-221-1705 ·FAX 603-672-5406 
Send Check, Cash, Money Order, COD, MC, Visa to: 

Dept SF, PO Box 719, Amherst, NH 03031 

SOF'S Own 
100% American 

T-Shirt 

#1046: White 

T-SHI RT SIZES 
S.M.L.XL 
$1 0 .95 
$1 .00 extra for XXL 

Display your pride in your cauntn,i by 
wearing a classic. 

This 50/50 T-shirt is available for only 

$10.95 
,- - - - - - soi= EXCHANGE - - - - - I 
I P. O . BOX 693, Dept. 9 91, Bouldu, CO 80306 USA I 

Call Toll-Free· Mastercard. V1SA or COD orders: I 
1-800-800-7630. Operator Carole. 
For FAX orders: (303) 444-5617 

Customer Service : (303) 449-3750 

PAYMENT: _ VISA _MI C _ CHECK _coo I 

CARO • ------- EXP. __ _ 

I SIGNATURE----------

1 NAME ------------
ADORESS I 
CITY STATE __ ZIP __ I 

IOTY.I ITEM NO. ISIZE PRICE 

I I 
I I 
I I I 

SUB TOTAL 
P&H 

3 .7% Soles Tax {CO Residents) 
TOTAL 
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1 

unauthorized cargo being loaded onto the 
plane shortly before the take-off from 
Egypt. In order to make room for the six 
large wooden mystery crates (each of 
which was reportedly the size of a 
telephone booth and weighed hundreds of 
pounds), 41 GI duffel bags were thrown 
out of the aircraft's cargo hold and left on 
the tannac at Cairo. 

Lieutenant General (Retired) Burton 
Patrick, who commanded the lOlst 
Airborne at the time of the crash, admits 
that leaving the soldiers' personal gear 
behind was "highly unusual." 

In addition, a report from the UCTE 
states that four smaller wooden crates, 
"each weighing approximately 180 
pounds, were loaded into the cabin bin. 
These boxes were sealed and loaded on 
orders from Colonel Marvin Jeffcoat of the 
MFO, in charge of the battalion unit. 
Although the contents were unknown, 
their dimensions of 6 feet by 2 feet by 14 
inches combined with their weight led to 
the possibility of many types of weapons 
being stored inside.'' 

Investigators have nev~r been able to 
discover just what was in any of these 
crates, because the flight's original cargo 
manifest has somehow disappeared. The 
transportation of explosives, flammables 
and other dangerous substances on 
passenger-carrying aircraft is strictly 
prohibited, with good reason, by the FAA, 
the International Civil Aviation 
Organization, and the Defense 
Department. 

If the Arrow Air DC-8 had been 
illegally loaded with small arms 
ammunition, trip flares, or othh, more 
hazardous materials, even a smal/ terrorist 
bomb could well have been the c~talyst for 
a deadly chain-reaction. The suspiciously 
thorough post-crash destruction of the 
aircraft suggests that if a bomb dip explode 
as the plane was departing Gander, it set 
off something else, perhaps whatever was 
sealed in those wooden crates. 

It ' s also possible that a volatile piece of 
undeclared cargo, carelessly carried or 
loaded on board, simply self-ignited, in 
which case whoever placed it in the DC-8 
should be held accountable for the crash. 

Whatever happened, had the flight not 
been carrying some secret and potentially 
explosive cargo, 248 soldiers might not 
have died. 

Until we know exactly why Arrow Air 
Flight 1285 crashed, we are powerless to 
prevent it from happening again. The 
various official investigations into the 
disaster have distorted some facts and 
ignored others. The only truth yet revealed 
is that even the most basic security 
precautions would have prevented this 
horror. 

The aircraft should not have been 
allowed to leave Cairo without its 
scheduled military customs inspection. A 
search of the passengers, their luggage, 
and the plane ' s cargo during loading 
would have uncovered any potential 

SO F's 
"OPERATION 

DESERT 
STORM" 

PHOTO 
CONTEST 

A lot of shots were fired in 
the Persian Gulf War, 
many with a camera. SOF 
magazine will be offering 
some serious prizes for 
your best photographs, ei­
ther black and white or 
color. Photographs can be 
of anything, but action 
shots probably will be 
judged higher than others. 
Also, feel free to submit 
any stories of the media or 
other strange things you 
may have seen in the 
Gulf. 

Prizes are as follows: 

Grand Prize 
$1,000 plus a 1-year 
subscription to SOF 

2nd Place 
$500 plus a 1-year subscription 

to SOF 

3rd Place 
$250 plus a 1-year subscription 

to SOF 

4th Place 
$100 plus a 1-year subscription 

to SOF 

5th-30th Place 
1-year subscription to SOF 

Send your best work to: 
SOF Photo Contest, PO 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. Appropriately, win­
ners will be chosen on 2 
August 1991 - exactly 
one year after The Mother 
Of All Screw Ups began. 
Please print name and address on back 
of all photos to expedite return. 
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Celebrate the Victory! 
Men of Action: Join Your Peers at the 1991 SOF Convention 

You know how it feels to fight and to win. You've 
experienced the skill, the pride, and the camaraderie of 
men committed to victory. Now, you can celebrate it once 
again at the 1991 SOF Convention -- where proud 
soldiers of all U.S. military actions come to rock 'n' roll . 

Come and join in the contests, 
weapons demonstrations, seminars, 
and good times that give you both fun 
and an opportunity to enhance your 
knowledge and abilities. On the battle­
field or on the mean streets of the city, 
you give your best, and you deserve 
time to celebrate your accomplishments. 

• Battle of the Blades. Test your 
wits and eye-hand coordination in this 
challenging contest. Show your skill at 
using an 8-inch knife to perform 1 O 
daring feats. Warning: Not tor the timid. 
Included free only for the first 200 con­
ventioneers who pre-register by Aug. 
16, 1991. Sponsored by Al Mar Knives. 

• Pugil Sticks and Other Com­
petitive Matches. PrElpare now for 
these tough tourneys. Run, pump, sweat, and get into 
shape so you can compete for cash prizes. Your body will 
thank you - so might your wallet. 

• Seminars. Learn the truth from men who've been 
there. An outstanding SOF Convention event. 

Grass Roots Gun Activism, 
SpecOps in Desert Storm, 
Desert Storm "Warthogs," 
Communist-Insurgent Infrastructure, 
H'mong Betrayal in Laos, 
Narco-Guerrilla Warfare, 
Soviet Force Today, 
Nicaragua and Today's Contras, 
Terrorism Weapons and Tactics, 
Afghanistan's War Today, 
And many more. 

• EXPO. Stay informed on the latest ammo, weap­
onry, and merchandise. Nearly 200 exhibitors will bring 
their finest gear for your examination. Runs Fri., Sat., 
and Sun. Free admission to registered conventioneers. 

• Firepower Demo. These exotic, big weapons will 
speak to you on a gut level. 

• The Famous 3-Gun Interna-
tional World Champio p Match. 
Desert S b. Sept. 
17 s. Pres-
tig or expert shoot-
ers - and those who want to be. 

• Camaraderie. Meet your bud­
dies. Make new contacts. 

• Special Events. Participate in 
these hands-on events! Contact each 
event sponsorfor more info. Each re­
quires special registration and fee. 

The Desert Storm Combat Rifle 
Marksmanship Training. A 4-phase 
range training session including es­
tablishing battlesight zero, slow fire, 
fire and maneuver, and much more. 

Martial Marksmanship Institute. (619) 375-4855. 
Combat Medicine Workshop. Intense 3-day hands­

on training in advanced medical care for tactical environ­
ments. (916) 635-3822 

Evasive Driving. Professional instruction and prac­
tical exercises. Important for police, dignitaries, execu­
tives, VIPs, and bodyguards. (919) 864-9806 

Military Knife Fighting. Serious fighting skills in­
cluding grips and postures, secondary and primary tar­
gets, blocks, counters and more. (913) 682-6518 

Pistol Match. The Gun Store's popular pistol video 
combat range event. (702) 454-111 O. 

NRA Instructor Class. Learn how to teach "per­
sonal protection" and you can become eligible to be 
certified. (714) 956-2439 

Plus many more events. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine's 12th Annual Convention & EXPO 
Sept. 18 - 22, 1991, Sahara Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada 
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Pre-register now by sending $99 before August 16, 1991, ($125 after August 16, 1991) with registration card to: 

SOF Convention, P.O.Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 (Phone 303 449-3750, FAX 303 444-5617) 
Sahara Hotel room reservation is $65 single or double plus tax. 

Call Hotel 1-800-634-6666 and identify yourself as an SOF Conventioneer for this special room rate. 
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Say what you mean! 
WearanSOF 
Exchange T-shirt. #1018 Seals. Back 

logo. Grey. $9.95 

#9490 NEW! 
Smoke a camel. Red & 
blue design on white 
shirt. $10.95 

WE FLEW 
10,000 MILES 

TO 

SMOKE 

#1021 Delta Force. Great 
back logo, blue. $10.95 

SOF EXCHANGE 
A CAMEL!___,___.. 

P.O. Box 693 DEPT 9-91 
Boulder, CO 80306 USA 

Call Toll-Free for MC, VISA, C.O.D. 
orders:1-800·323·1776,0perator 
131 . For FAX orders: (303) 444-5617. 
Customer Service: (303) 449-3750. 
PAYMENT: VISNMC CHECK COD 
CARD# - - -

EXP. ~--------~ 
NAME ~~~~~~~~~­

ADDRESS~~~~~~~~­

CITY--- STATE - ZIP __ 

QTY. ITEM NO. SIZE PRICE 

SUBTOTAL 
P&H 

3.7% Salos Tax (Colo. Aosidonts) 

TOTAL 
T·Shirt sizes S, M, L, XL. $1.00 extra for XXL l 
Add $3.00 for first item ordered plus $ 1.00 per I 
each additional item for postage and handling.J 
Overseas orders add 40%. Allow 4·6 weeks for 
delivery. -------

#1028 MAC SOG. 
Skull logo on back. $10.95 

#1007 S.E. Asia. 
Eyecatcher. $9.95 

#1009 SOF/HK. 
Tasteful small logo. $9.95 

#1006 Marines. Fllbk 
logo, gold. $9.95 

•. 

#1005 SF. Skull logo 
on back. $9.95 



danger. 
ll ·s tragic that 241i American soldiers 

have been murdered, either by negligence 
or intent, and it's an outrage that the U.S. 
government has so far chosen to be an 
accessory to the crime - if only after 
the fact. 

By refusing to fully investigate the 
Arrow Air crash, the FBI, the NTSB, the 
FAA, the Department of the Army and 
others have failed their responsibility to 
the soldiers that serve our nation . 

ls there some terrible secret that they 
feel obligated to protect, or would the truth 
simply prove too unpopular for certain 
politicians? Until the cause of the crash is 
uncovered and those involved are held 
accountable, the families of the victims 
can only wonder. 

Florida-ba sed freelance writer John 
Landers is a frequent contributor to SOF.Y( 

PAKISTAN 
Continued from page 61 

22,000-foot outpost at a place called 
Conway Saddle. The Pakistanis had 
managed to place a tiny Quonset hut there, 
and kept it occupied constantly . At the 
longest, the men would last a week before 
the deterioration of high altitude had taken 
its toll on mind and body, and the troops 
would have to be replaced with fresh 
soldiers. 

Failure And Tragedy 

The major felt bad that he could not 
avert the army ' s intent to keep us away, 
and in consolation, offered that we could 
climb any peak in the area we chose . We 
opted for Gasherbrum 11, the second 
highest in the Gasherbrum group, and 
another one of the great peaks of the world. 

Soon after we began stocking camps for 
Gasherbrum 11, however, Phil Boyer came 
down with pulmonary edema, and Chip 
decided Phil had to go back to a lower 
altitude, and then back home. (Pulmonary 
edem a is a potentially fatal altitude illness 
where the lungs fill with fluid .) The best 
treatment is to descend, and that ' s what 
was done. It left only Gary Silver and me 
for the attempt on one of the highest 
mountains in the world. 

When Gary and I were finally ready for 
an assault, he felt nauseated and decided 
not to climb. I went up alone. Because 
Gary was apparently concerned about his 
health, he decided to make a dangerous 
descent over a crevasse-filled glacier 
alone. For reasons I never understood, he 
badly wanted to get to base camp. After 
five days of intense solo climbing, I got 
within a few hundred feet of the summit 
before I turned back, exhausted from the 
effort. 

On my way back down to base camp 
- six days after I'd left Gary - I met him 
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again at 23.000 feet. Surprisingly. he said 
he felt much better and had joined up with 
a Swiss mountaineer from a nearby expe­
dition . But soon after we crossed paths, 
Gary and his partner were caught in a 
storm at 24,000 feet for three days. Gary 
fell ill again, and died on the mountain 
from cerebral edema, another high-altitude 
illness. 

I was left alone. Six porters arrived as 
we had previously planned, and the major 
and I began the long hike back out to 
civilization. Word of Gary's death would 
have to wait until either the major or I 
could get to a telephone, and the nearest 
one was in Islamabad. During the eight­
day hike out, I tried to grasp the series of 
events that led to the tragedy, and how I 
would tell Gary ' s wife - and his 14-year­
old daughter - what had happened. 

Obviously, his body chemistry had been 
short-circuited by the lack of oxygen. But 
why hadn ' t he known? Why him , instead 
of me? He was, after all, by far the superior 
athlete. Was it all predestined, as the major 
had said? Part of some " Great Plan " of 
Allah ' s? Or was it that we simply put our 
head on the chopping block in this danger­
ous game one too many times? 

As we began the hike from the Gasher­
brum II base camp, I looked up toward 
Conway Saddle, where the morning sun 
illuminated a patch of Quonset huts. A 
sparkle of light bounced off the metal of 
the shelter. I thought of the Pakistani 
soldiers up there, gasping for air, dodging 
incoming at the same time. 

But even war, I realized, cannot over­
come the sheer savage power of high 
mountains. Though slightly bruised from 
the effects of war, the Karakorum still 
reigns magnificent. The thunderous rum­
ble of an avalanche, or the windy white­
out of a storm, remind me that nature is in 
command. The war there is as ephemeral 
as the map-drawn lines over which they 
fight. The mountains will remain, I real­
ized, long after the effects of man and his 
wars have disappeared. 

Gary Speer is a Seattle-based photojour­
nalist and mountaineer. This is his first 
story for SOF. " A Ridge Too Far," a 
video of this expedition, is available for 
$22.95 (postpaid) from: Video Presenta­
tions, 2326 6th Ave. #230, Seattle, WA 
98121.Y( 

RPG 
Continued from page 54 

Most peculiar was a round jury-rigged 
by the FMLN which consisted of a U.S . 
81mm mortar bomb (probably captured 
from the Salvadoran army, which issues 
the U.S. M29Al 81mm mortar), without 
its tail section, mated to a PG-7 rocket 
motor and booster. This 9-lb. monster was 
apparently designed to provide the 
terrorists with an indirect-fire, man-

COUNTERFEIT GUNS 
FULL-SIZE WORKING REPLICA MODELS 
They"re realistic. These classic models look, weigh, feel 
and handle like the expensive originals. Metal parts are 
hand assembled ; you can spin the cylinders, work the 
slide action & release the clips. Completely Safe 

NON-FIRING - OELIVEREO FULLY ASSEMBLED 

Slide, safeties & action 
work like original. Can be 
disassembled. Over 32 metal 
parts. Lgth. 9.5". Wt. 2.5 lbs. 
*#01-300 (SlandMd Rnish) .... $107PPD 
*#01-3005 (Nickel Flnish) ......... $119PPD 

WWII 
Dagger 

t· 
German Diplomatic Dress. Lgth. 15". Wt. 1 lb. 
#22·4042 ........... .... .... ............ .... ......... ......... .. . $50PPD 

M92 Model 
Blank Gun 
18shot 
single/double action. Slide, 
safety, trigger & clip work. 50 
precision metal parts. Can be 
disassembled. Used in TV/movies. 

*38-614 (l:8.5", Wt:211bs . . $260PPD 
38-122BC (10-Bmm blanks) . $10PPD 

1873 
Peacemaker 
Single action 

works like original, w/wood 
grips. Can be partially 

disassembled. Lgth . 11 .5". Wt. 2 lbs. 
#22-1186/G.... ..... . . $66PPD 

U.S. Marshal's Badge 
Made from original dies. 
#14-711 .............. .. ................. $14PPD 

1860 
Army Revolver 

Action works like original, 
w/wood grips. Can be partially 

disassembled. Lgth. 13". Wt, 2.1 lbs. 

#22-1083/l ..... . ........ $70PPD 

- --~ 

Letter Opener 
Minature detailed Civil War Sabre. Lgth. 8.5" 

#22-3005 .... ...... ... .. ... ... ........ .. ... ..... .. .. ... ...... .... $15PPD 

GATLING 
GUN 

Hand Crank 

A classic 1/sth scale 
limited edition, w/ metal movable parts. 

#22-411 .. ........... ... .................. .... .. .. $159PPD r--------------------1 
I COLLECTOR'S ARMOURY Oept. so * so1d wiorange 1 
I P.O. Box 59 , Alexandria, VA 22313 P~";,11N;:c~~~t~~ I 
I Send D Free Color Catalog theatrical use. 1 

D Money Order D Check Enclosed O Dealer Information I 
I Credll Card Orders-Call Toll Free 1 (800) 544-3456, ext. 515 : 

I Name: I 
I Add,.ss: I 
I Ci ty/Slate/Zip: I 
L - - - - - .. Money Back (Leu Postage) If Nol Satisfi ed- - - - __ .J 
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MILITARY 
MOUNTS 

Also Available: 
0 AR 15/16 NATO "see thru" mount 
0 SIG 550 0 AR 180 
0 H&K91 0 MlA 0 FN FAL 

Also Available: 
0 SKS No gunsmithing 

Receiver Mount 
0 SKS Handguard Mount 

for LER scopes 

Bo SQUARE Manufactures 
a Full Line of Military and 
Speciality Mounts. 

Ask Your Dealer or Call. 

1-800-433-2909 

Ba SQUARE 
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portable weapon to employ against 
Salvadoran army personnel, buildings 
(such as the Direccion Genera/ de Policia 
Nacional, PN HQ) and electric power 
facilities. 

The RPG-7V with a wooden launcher­
tube insulator had an improvised 
clinometer attached to its left side for the 
slant range computation required to 
effectively employ this round from 
defilade. To date, what is in effect a 
short-range (probably no more than 100 
meters), lightweight 81mm mortar has 
demonstrated only mixed results when 
used against electric power facilities. 
Nevertheless, I remain grateful that our 
quarters at the PN HQ are located deep 
within the building , as this HE 
fragmentation bomb is capable of inducing 
severe migraine. 

Bolt-Action RPG 

Had it not been for a single defect which 
precluded its firing, we were provided with 
a unique training device for the RPG-7V, 
probably of Soviet origin. It is, in essence, 
a single-shot, bolt-action firearm, 
chambered for the 7.62x39mm cartridge 
and encased within a dummy housing of 
PG-7 configuration. Fabricated from 
sturdy milled forgings, the body of this 
training device was marked with a 
communist star, the year of manufacture 
(1976) and the serial number "HP 
(Cyrillic) 2646." The bolt was matching 
to this serial number. All components, 
except the bolt assembly which has been 
left "in-the-white," have been finished 
with black baked enamel. 

The bolt has two large and opposed 
locking lugs on its forward end. The front 
edges of the locking lugs are rounded. 
When the bolt is in battery, the lugs are 
horizontal, i.e., to the right and left - in 
the manner of the Soviet Mosin-Nagant 
rifle. This is the reverse of the ' 98 Mauser 
locking system, where, when the bolt is 
locked, the lugs are vertical , one up and 
one down. The bolt handle folds down 
after chambering a round so the device can 
be inserted into the launcher tube. It also 
serves as an additional safety lug at the 
rear end. The bolt can be removed by 
depressing a spring-loaded catch/release 
lever at the rear end of the receiver body. 
There is a conventional claw extractor on 
the bolt head and a spring-loaded ejector 
inside the receiver body. 

The device is aligned in the launcher 
tube in the same manner as a PG-7 
grenade. When the RPG-7V trigger is 
pulled, its firing pin drives up through the 
hole in the launcher tube to impact on a 
spring-loaded trip lever on the training 
device, which, in tum, releases the spring­
loaded striker to ignite the cartridge's 
primer. Trip lever movement is blocked by 
a spring-loaded safety pin on the side of 
the device which is depressed inward, to 
permit upward pivoting of the trip lever, 
by the interior wall of the launcher tube. 
This safety pin, either defective or worn, 

EL SALVADOR/NICARAGUA 
DEFENSE FUND 

In February 1990. the anti-Sandinista coaMion 
headed by Violeta Chamorro won the elections in 
Nicaragua. The Sandino-Communists refused to 
hand over control of the army, the police and the civil 
service : they are usurping effective power in defiance 
of the elected government. The former Freedom 
Fighters have not received help they were promised 
when they disbanded, and their leader Enrique 
Bermudez was murdered on February 16, 1991 . 
Peaceful means of ending the Sandinista usurpation 
of power have gotten nowhere. The Chamorro 
government is seen as ineffective and compromising, 
the economy, if anything, is getting worse. So the 
armed resistance is being reactivated , thus far with no 
help at all from the US Government. They need 
combat and jungle boots. boot socks, cammie and 
OG fatigue uniforms (medium and small sizes) web 
equipment. canteens, compasses, K-Bar knives, 
binoculars and so on. We also need money. Please 
do NOT send firearms. ammunition or explosives. 
None of the funds collected are used for staff salaries 
or other administratative expenses. 

EL SALVADOR/NICARAGUA DEFENSE FUND 
5735 ARAPAHOE AVENUE 

BOULDER, COLORADO 80303 
Donations are NOT tax dedudable. and for that reason are all the more 
_.all19d. 

Available for a Limited Time Only 

SO F's 
"War in the Middle East" 

Special Issue 

For only $6.50. 
This special issue contains chronological cover­
age of Desert Shield to Desert Storm with front 
line reporting by Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown. War in the Middle East also has a pull 
out map of the Persian Gulf region highlighting 
troop placement. Order now. quantities limited! 

CLIP & MAIL TO: MS/, 1750 30th St. , Suite 
498, Boulder. CO 80301 

NAME-------------

ADDRESS -----------

CITY ____________ _ 

STATE ____ ZIP _______ _ 

Credit Card# _______ Exp. __ 

Make checks payable to Mountain Star International 
Or call 1-800-800-7630 for faster delivery. 

Payment must accompany order, U.S. funds only. 
Offer valid while supplies last. 
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Recession 
Crime Rate 
Rises For 
3rd Consecutive 
Year 
(Burglar-Proofing Your Home, Practical Survival #1) oettin9 

YI Or S e . l survival #l) 
. Yracuca e 

'[our Life, 
. n-Proof1ng 1nsuranc 

(Recessio t 

Exp 
(.\faking ,, 
G .iour o 

un powd . 'n1 
Practica l Se1. . 

urv1vaJ 

Energy 
costs 
at High 
Point E 

([Free 1 En erg:· 

For Anywhere_. · s ·al Practical urYl\ 

Overcrowding 
Families 

Urban 
Toll on 
(Homesteadin~ \11 #~c 
Practical Survwa 

1990s, 

- -------------------.-------------------- -0 YES! Send me 1 year (6 issues) of Practical Survival for only $18.00. I D YES! Send me 1 year (6 Issues) of Practical Survival for only $18.00. 

I SAVE .24% & RECEIVE THE PREMIER ISSUE FREE I I SAVE .24% & RECEIVE THE PREMIER ISSUE FREE 

Name 1 Name ___________________ _ 

Address -------------------

City--------------------

State ==-=~-=--=-==-..,.,.,..-=--=---:------:--:---=--:-.6.IJIL--.,~-----,--
PAYMENT ENCLOSED (U.S. funds only) 0 VISA 0 Mastercard 

Card I 

Signature 

SEND TO: 1750 JOTH, STE. 498, BOULDER, CO 80301 
OR CALL 1·800-800-7630 

Exp Data 

PS991 

Paym1nt mu1t accompany ordor, U.S. fund• only. Offer valid In U.S. l po11u1lon1, 
Including APO·FPO addr111u. (Off1r good for a llmll1d tlm1 only./ Canada add $5.00 
(lnclud11 GST) . Allow 6·8 weeks for firs! copy lo arrive. Explr11 1/81. 

Address 

City --------------------

State ==-=:-o--=--=--=-=-=-~-=---=---=----:--=-----=,..,-.fL--=-c-,--------..,.-
PAY ME NT ENCLOSED (U.S. funds only) 0 VISA 0 Mastercard 

Card I ____________ __.E~x'l'-'p._...Da..,.ta.._ __ 

Signature 

SEND TO: 1750 30TH, STE. 498, BOULDER, CO 80301 
OR CALL 1.SOQ.800-7630 

PS991 

Paym1n1 muat accompany order, U.S. fund• only. Offer valid In U.S. l po11ualons, 
Including APO·FPO add1111u. (01111 good for a limited time only./ Canada add $5.00 
(lncludea Gsn. Allow 6·8 weeks for flrat copy to arrive. Explru 1/81. 
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The World's Most Advanced Shotgun 

USAS-12 
Select Fire or Semi Automatic Models Available 

"THE USAS· 12 IS AN EXCELLENT AND EXCITING WEAPON" "FOR SERIOUS WORK, IT SEEMS IMPOSSIBLE TO TOP" 
- Law and Order - Swat 

"AN INTERESTING GUN THAT WORKS QUITE WELL" ''CLOSE RANGE HIT PROBABILITY FAST RECYCLING 
TIME COMBINE TO MAKE THIS SHOTGUN EFFECTI VE" 

- Soldier of For1une 

- Guns& Ammo 
"A REAL SERIOUS SHOTGUN" 

- Gung-Ho 

UNIQUE DESIGN 
• Gas Operaled 
o Reduced Fell Recoil 
• Controlable 
• Rapid Firing 360 Rounds Per Minute 
• Quick Reloading 
• Multi-projectile Capability 
o Maximum Short Range Hit Probability 
•Used By U.S. Federal Agencies 
o Used By the U.S. Military 

TECHNICAL DATA 

Gauge: 12 
Barrel Length : 181 /4 inches (460.3 mm) 
Overall l ength : 38 inches (960.5 mm) 
Weight of Gun: 12 pounds (5.5 kg .) 
Finish: Parkerized 
Choke: Cylinder Bore 
Shell Size: 2 3/4 inch (60.98 mm) 
Magazine Capacity: 10 Round Box 

20 Round Drum 

Gilbert Equipment Company, Inc. 
P.O. Box 9846 •Mobile, Alabama 36691 

Phone (205) 344-3322 • Telex 505524 • Fax (205) 344-0989 

MIL-TIME@ THE SPECIALIST IN 
MILITARY DESIGN 

QUALITY 
WATCHES 

THE AMERICAN SERIES 

PRECISION WEST GERMAN QUARTZ ANALOG MOVEMENT WITH 
DATE DISPLAY • 12/24 HOUR MARKINGS • LUMINOUS HANDS 
AND HOUR INDICATORS • SOLID BRASS CASE • SHOCK AND 
WATER RESISTANT • STAINLESS STEEL BACK • SCRATCH 
RESISTANT MINERAL GLASS CRYSTAL • WATER RESISTANT 
LEATHER BAND • BI-DIRECTIONAL TIME RING BEZEL 
LONGLIFE BATTERY • LIFETIME LIMITED WARRANTY 

ACCURATE-RUGGED-HANDSOME 

MODELS AVAILABLE : MARINE CORPS(SHOWN) 
NAVY, AIR FORCE , 82ND AIRBORNE , 101ST 
AIRBORNE , lST CAVALRY , 7TH INFANTRY 
SPECIAL FORCES ABN, RANGERS 

SPECIAL OFFER 

$69.95 
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VISA/MC ORDER TOLL FREE 
1-800-328-3227 
IN CA. 415-871-6726 

OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TO 
MIL-TIME 
456 SAN MATEO AVENUE , SUITE 1 
SAN BRUNO , CA. 94066 
ALL ORDERS ADD $3 . 50(CAN . $7.00)S/H 
CA. ADD $5.07 TAX 
NO EXTRA S / H TO OVERSEAS MILITARY 

was too short on our specimen and would 
not depress sufficiently when the training 
device was inserted into the RPG-7V to 
release the unit 's trip lever. 

The barrel is exposed for adjustment 
when the dummy nose cone is unscrewed. 
Barrel length is 19 3/8. inches with four 
very deeply cut groves and a right-hand 
twist of one turn in 9.25 inches (235mm). 
Zero adjustment is quite unique. Two 
screws with jam nuts located at the rear 
end of the barrel and at 90-degrees 
juxtaposition to one another are turned in 
or out to adjust both windage and elevation 
zero. By this means the barrel is actually 
bent one way or the other. 

While no substitute for tac air or arty 
support, mortars or squad automatics, the 
RPG-7V provides the ERE with a more 
effective punch than the M203 40mm 
grenade launcher, should they ever again 
be forced into the trenches to stem the tide 
of another FMLN offensive.~ 

HANNAH 
Continued from page 39 

tioned specific Gis by name and said their 
girlfriends were sleeping with someone 
else back home. A few days later, he 
remembers the soldiers named got " Dear 
John" letters from home confirming what 
Hannah had said. 

Today, the "Voice of Vietnam " still 
broadcasts from the same old ramshackle 
building at 58 Quan Su Street in central 
Hanoi. The equipment survived the war 
years and generations of patient repair. 
Only the announcers are new. A new staff 
of Hanoi Hannahs in their early 20s can be 
heard on Radio Hanoi ' s English service. 

Thu Houng does not like being com­
pared to Tokyo Rose of World War II . 
Tokyo Rose was folksy and " down 
home" American in her broadcasts; Hanoi 
Hannah maintained a friendly , but correct 
and distant approach with her listeners. 
There was always a Vietnamese formality 
just under the surface of her voice as she 
suggested defection might be a good idea. 

Interviewing Hanoi Hannah was like 
Dorothy parting the curtains hiding the 
Wizard of Oz. The great and terrible Hanoi 
Hannah turned out to be a mild-mannered 
announcer who spoke English and read 
Stars and Stripes. 

Don North 's first assignment as a war 
correspondent was in Borneo with the 
British Royal Marines and Gurkhas fight­
ing the army of Indonesia. In the 1960s, he 
was a correspondent in Vietnam and 
Indonesia . The Me/ Gibson role in The 
Year of Living Dangerously is in part 
based on North's experiences in Indonesia. 
In the 1970s he specialized in stories in the 
Middle East for NBC News. Since 1983, 
he has produced TV news and documen ta­
ries about El Salvador, Nicaragua, Af­
ghanistan and Lebanon.~ 
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POLICE 
Continued from page 28 

was shot, a camera in a 7-11 store filmed 
the commission of a robbery. Without 
warning, the perpetrator dropped the fe­
male clerk with a flying kick to the head, 
and then emptied the cash register. I think 
I saw that tape air once on one network. In 
light of the attention Rodney King re­
ceived, I think it deserved considerably 
more air time than that. Police departments 
have access to a lot of crime videos, and 
they should make it a priority to see that 
criminal violence receives a lot more air 
time on television - enough that ordinary 
Americans begin to understand the reality 
of what cops must contend with. 

Second, departments have to educate 
citizens to recognize what constitutes an 
appropriate use of force w hen they see it 
and what does not. Cameras may not lie, 
but a lot of people showing home movies 
do, and if the v iewers have no way of 
interpreting and judging what they are 
seeing, they are likely to be taken in. And 
the truth is that while most Americans 
have been weaned on a diet of make­
believe violence on TV, they have very 
little knowledge of the real thing, because, 
ironically enough, the media goes to 
extraordinary lengths to shield viewers' 
sensitivities. 

That is a luxury that we can no longer 
afford. The video camera is here to s tay. 
Increasingly people are going to shoot 
home videos of cops doing their job, warts 
and all , and increasingly television sta­
tions are going to run those tapes. The only 
defense is to make sure ordinary people 
have the knowledge to understand what 
they are seeing and make their own 
judgments about it. 

Paul Danish is a former contributing 
editor for SOF and a Jong-time civil 
libertarian.~ 

NAMIBIA 
Continued from page 63 

ing Nujoma 's approaching motorcade, 
didn ' t get out of the way quickly enough. 

His rental car was immediately reduced 
to Swiss cheese. That he was hit only once 
was a miracle, but the limp wi ll be a 
life-long reminder of Namibia. Last year 
two South Africans were stripped, strung 
up by their ankles and beaten to extract 
confessions of spying. Curiously, tourism 
seems to have dropped off lately. Must be 
that people have no real sense of adventure 
anymore. 

Although Nujoma still pays lip service 
to the democratic process, political 

Continued on page 96 
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K N I F E COMPANY, U. S. A. ® 

15875-G S.E. 114 Street 
Clackamas, Oregon 97015 

• Combat Talon designed by 
Walter Brend. 

• 3.5" Hitachi ATS-34 blade, 
8.07" overall length. 

• Liner-lock,® bullseye 
thumb lug. 

• One hand operation. 

• Black anodized 
aluminum handle. 

• Black ballistic 
nylon sheath. 

• Made in 
USA. 

#600 
Walter Brend 

Combat Folder 
Suggested List 

$129.95 

For the Name of your 
Nearest Dealer Contact 

BENCHMADE: (503) 655·6004 

Retail Sales Accepted 
MC/VISA, Check or Money Order 

Dealer Inquiries Welcome 

LIFE SHARP GUARANTE 

A big glass for a big job. 
The Steiner 15x80 Observer. 
For border observation, security surveillance, 
or forward observation there is an increas­
ing need for a high power binocular 
with low light level operation capability. 
The Steiner 15x80 Observer is the high power 
that is selected by armed forces and special 
operations groups worldwide. Built by Steiner, 
the 15x80 Observer uses many of the current 
U.S. Army's M-22 low light level capability 
features. The 15x 80 is now available with 
optional laser filter and compass or reticle 
systems. 

The Steiner 15x 80 Observer is built in 
strict accordance to MIL-1-45208, the most 
uncompromising quality control specifi­
cation in the military optics business. IA 
For more information, contact Bert Fein, 
Director of Government Sales. 

STE IN ER !he sh~rpest eyes / 
m the field. 

U.S. Marketing Office: Pioneer 
Marketing and Research Inc., 216 
Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108. Phone 
1-(800) 257-7742 (In NJ (609) 854-2424). FAX: (609) 858-8695 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 87 



a: w 
~ 
0 
0 
..J 

> ..... 
a. 
Q. 
::::> 
fl) 

PRIVATE 
INTELLIGENCE 

SECRETS 
by James L. Drake 

AS FEATURED IN: 

FAMILY CIRCLE MAGAZINE! 
INCLUDES HOW TO: 

Detect a Two-Way Mirror, 

Protect Your Privacy, 

Find Missing Persons, 

Skip-Tracing, Auto Tailing, 

Spot Lying Gestures, 

Conduct Surveillance, 

Detect Phoney Medical 

Doctors and/or Prescriptions , Low Profile 

Living, Stop Paper Trails, Perform Handwriting 

Analysis, Buy Electronic Spy Equipment Direct 

From Japan, Use The Freedom Of Information 

Act,(Complete With Form), Drug Screening, and 

MUCH , MUCH MORE! 

8 '12 x 11 , 112 pp., illus., quality softcover . 

$16.95 plus $3.00 P&H. Book Catalog $1 .00. 

Money Back Guarantee. ................•................. 
Please send me ___ copies of 
Private Intelligence Secrets at 
$16.95 each, plus $3.00 P & H. 

Ohio Residents add 5'12 Sales tax. 

Name 
Address 
City _ _ _ State __ Zip __ _ 

ALPHA PUBLICATIONS 
P.O. Box 308-MH • Sharon Center, OH 44274 USA 

WHY PAY MORE? 
Save With These 

CLOSEOUT SPECIALS!!! 

QI 
AU-Purpose Lantern 

Features both Fluorescent 
light and signal light w/twin 
flashers. Use batteries &for 
plug into cigarette lighter. 

#107 $17.95 
~11'!'1'~ 1 ··-~~2~ J 
? -- ....... ::: . .J 

Stun Um 
Chemical Defense Weapon 
Fast. simple and easy to use. 
Effective on animals and per­
sons . No need to open carry-

ing case to operate. 
#111 (A) 14gm $15.95 

(B) 22gmS19.95 

Swiss Army Knife 
Stainless Steel. 3 1 /4" knife 

is ~ 2 tools in one. 
#105 510.95 

Survival Tool 
Features a cutting edge, 
inch scale, saw blade, can 
opener, wire stripper, com­
pass & file. Includes case. 

#109 $7.95 

E.G. ETC. 

PO Box 44142-Los Olivos. Phoenix, AZ 85064 

Yes. Please send 
(Indicate Quantity) 

_#1(5 

_#1(13 

_#107 

__ #111 

Enclosed. please find my __ check or __ M.0 . 

for$ plus $2.50 P&H for each item 

Total Amount Enclosed $. ___ _ 

NAME 

ADDRESS -----------­

CITY STATE __ ZIP----

CA, NY, Ml add approp. sales tax. 
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li------n I ;ilJ ! llf4\IJ (1)1 
MACHINE GUN ~ 

I OWNER'S MANUALS I 
DESCRIPTION, SPECS., FUNCTIONING, 
DISASSEMBL YIASSEMBLY, CLEANING, REPAIR 

& MAINTENANCE, STOPPAGES & IMMEDIATE ACTION, ... 

I AND MORE. ILLUSTRATED, COMPLETE AND AUTHENTIC. HK I 
G3 (HK91) 54 PGS. $12.00, HK33 (HK93) 52 PAGES $12.00, UZI 
47 PGS. $9.00, MAC 10 35 PGS. $9.00, MP40 27 PGS. $8.00 
REISING SUBMACHINE GUN, 23 PGS., $6.00, BROWNING MA-
CHINE GUN, CALIBER .30, WATERCOOLED. MODEL OF 1917. 

1

128 PGS., $7.00, HOTCHKISS MACHINE GUN, MODEL OF 1914, I 
8MM, 59 PGS., $7.00, MAXIM AUTOMATIC MACHINEGUN, .30 
CALIBER, MODEL OF 1904, 74 PGS., $7.00, BENET-MERCIE 
MACHINE RIFLE, MODEL OF 1909, .30 CALIBER, 83 PGS., 
$7 .00, COLT AUTOMATIC MACHINE GUN, MODEL OF 1895 30 

I CALIBER, 53 PGS., $7.00, VICKERS MACHINrnUN, .30 CA.Ll-1 
BER, MODEL OF 1915, 70 PGS., $7.00, WALTHER MPK&MPKL 
SUBMACHINE GUN, 9MM, 23 PGS., $7.00, SWEDISH "K", M45, 
M45B, 9MM, 24 PGS., $7.00. SURVIVAL BOOKS, 

Li
l 1106 MAGNOLIA BLVD., NORTH HOLLYWOOD~ 

CA 9160H818J 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS ------
TELL THE WORLD YOU SERVED! 

From $98 
in PRECIOUS metal 

ARMY-NAVY 
AIR FORCE-MARINES 

PRESTIGE RINGS you'll wear with pride. World's 
largest selection of military rings. Over 1000 combi­
nations. Visa orMasterCard . Money Back Guarantee! 

Send $1 for full color catalog today. 

T-1 JEWELRY CO. 
Box 2730 S-11 Apache Junction. AZ. 85217 

,,...C<"'90ft IQ Aoyll ••nar, ......,.,. 

FINEST QUALITY & 
LOWEST PRICES 

AVAILABLE IN 
MILITARY AND 

HUNTING EQUIPMENT 
Complete Line of Fielri & Survival Gear 

FREE! 
FULL COLOR CATALOG 

NAME: ___________ _ 

STREET: _________ _ 

CITY: ST __ ZIP __ 

Mail to: GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
7215 Kingston Pike, Dept. SF, Knoxville, TN 37919 

LOCKSMITHING! 
Basic Locksmith 
Techniques 

INCLUDES: 
•Video (VHS) 
How to Pick Locks 
• Professional Lock 
Picks 
• Instruction Manual 
•Catalog 

SEND TODAY! $79.50 +2.50 
handling $82.00 Check, Money Order, 
US Funds Only) 
1------0R-----~ 

Without Video (Same, instruction 
manual, professional picks, catalog) 

$49.50 +2.50 handling ($52.00 Check, 
Money Order, US Funds Only) 

Send $82.00 or $52.00 To . . . 

AMERICAN SYSTEMS 
2100 Roswell Road 

Suite 200C-223 
Marietta, GA 30062 

COURSES: 
* Commando * Counter Terrorism 
* Airborne * Raid/Rescue 
* Executive Protection (Bodyguard) 
* Estate/Yacht/Aircraft Security 

FIREARMS TRAINING 
* Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns (All Levels) 
* Machineguns/Suppressors 

SEPTEMBER 91 



Jj'h A DESERT STORM e FAVORITE: SS9.9S 
Sugg. Retail. 

Strongest 
Sharpest 
Knives in 
the World 
Are Just 
a Phone­
Cal/Away 

See over 35 exciting blades in full 
color. Prices from $10 to $275, 
and all tremendous value for 
money! Call for free catalogs: 

tOLOfTEEL 
800/258-1655 

Sam to 5pm PDT. You must be over 18. 

For Sport -You Aim 
In Combat - You Point 

At the close ranges of combat (2 to 
8 yards) only the tried and true method 
of instinctive pointing works. 

In his videos. John Mcsweeney, a 
weapons expert and combat veteran 
teaches you his system of natural 
shooting. As an 8th degree karate black 
belt he also gives you the best of karate 
in his system of unarmed self-defense. 

Point-Shooting Video (60Min) $24.95 
Tiger Moves (30 Min) $19. 99 

Power strikes (60 Min) $24. 99 

Unarmed Self-Defense l<90Min>S29.99 

Unarmed Self-Defense 2<90Min)$29.99 

Pay by check, money order or credit card 
To:CITY VIDEO PRODUCTION, Inc. 

350 West Ontario, Suite 4SF 
Chicago, II. 60610 (312) 915-0220 

If you pay by Visa/Moster Card please include 
name. number and expiration date of card. Add 
$3.00 for shipping and handling. Illinois residents 
include 8% sales tax. Aliow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 

SEPTEMBER 91 • 

(BLCKLE BACK SIDE) 
limild l!.Jilion 
Of 1,00J BUCKLES 

BLCKLE NO c::=J 
DEDICATED TO 
All THE TROOPS 
VMl PROUDLY 
SERVED THEIR 

COUNTRIES IN THE 
PERSIAN GUlf 

SOLID ANTIQUE BRASS - $49.00 
SOLID STERLING SILVER 1,000 LIMITED EDITION • $249.00 

ORDER • FREE ENGRAVING & SHIPPING • NOW 
di Vinci Ltd. • P.O. Box 20666 • Las Vegas, NV 89121 

{702) 456-5008 or 800-872-2888 
AM EX OR CHECK · U.S. FUNDS ONLY · NV RESIDENT ADD 6% TAX 

AFFORDABLE 
LEGENDS ••• 
THAT ANYONE 
CAN OWN. 
See your local • 
dealer or send 
$2.00 for color ,p 
catalog. .;;/" 

.... ' .. ·' ., 

LEGENDARY ARMS, INC. 
P.O. Box 20198-SOF, Greeley Square Station 

New York, NY 10001-9994 (212) 532-9055 

·~·~·~"~ 

i' .. ,~4 (1£ ~ 
~ . l~ 

9 JO ~ 11 . 12 

11111111111111111111111111111111111 

1. 1833 Dragoon Saber ............................ 159.99 
2. 1860 Cavalry Saber ............................... 99.99 
3. 1850 Foot Officer's Saber .................... 224.99 
4. CS Cavalry Officer's Saber .................. 299.99 
5. Nashville Plowworks ............................ 224.99 
6. 1861 Naval Cutlass ............................... 159.99 
7. 1862 US Army Officer's Non-Reg . .... 299.99 
8. 1850 US Staff & Field Officer's ......... 224.99 
9. 1840 US NCO Sword ........................... 134.99 
10. 1902 Army Off. Presentation Sword 399.99 
11. 1840 Musician's Sword ....................... 129.99 

12. CS Foot Officer's Sword (Memphis) 199.99 
·ces may change without notice. Color Catalog 

5.00. MCNC/AMEXICKIMO acce ted. 

"61:1J1"•····7::Jlf•>~·•<M.~»»~»W•0C<>~•··'~"=CJ 

Max/Capacity Products Inc. 
Manufacturers of Maaazines ano Accessones tor me Wortd s Fmesl Firearms 

'\t~'&%\WilV£i~fJt:\.='"·3f&littifi3N%W!t'4'.W 

~h~ FLAGS 
Tell The World You Served! • 

Size 3' x 5' with Grommets 
Made of Cotton and Polyester 

Indoor or Outdoor Use 
only $19.96 Each Two for $36.00 ----------Select From 

I DU.SA D AIR BORNE I 
0 VIETNAM VETERAN 0 IST. CAVALRY 

I ARMY D KILL EM ALL LET I 
I 

D P.OW./M.l.A. GOD SORT EM OUT I 
0 U.S.M.C. BULL DOG D SKULL & BONES 

I D NAZI (WWII) D CONFEDERATE I 
D ARMY D MESS WITHE BEST 

I B ~~v~ORCE D ?J~~I~~ rn~ER~ST I 
I D MARINES OR LEAVE I 

0 COAST GUARD 0 SPECIAL FORCE'S 
I IDEAL STUDIOS, Dept. 100 I 
I P.O. Box 41156 • ChicaQo, IL 60641 I 

Plus $3.00 Shipping & Handling. For Prompt I delivery send cash, cashier's check or money order. I 
I Name I 

Address --- ---- ----

1 Cily. Slate. Zip I 
L Viet Nam Veteran Owned .J ----------SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 89 
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Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 

COMPLETE PRIVACY! 
• Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
• Become "Invisible'! to Investigators 
• Stop Generating Financial Records 
• Communications Privacy .. Phone, Mall 
• How to Stay Out of Government Flies 
• Begin Eliminating Negative Records 
• How to Create Helpful New Records 
• Generating Quick Cash Income 
• Hiding Your Assets • Privacy Afloat 
• Banking Alternatives • "Low Profile" 
• Privacy from Taxes • Nomadic Living 
• Multiple Addresses 
• Hideouts, Deep Cover 
• How to "Disappear" 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT - and MORE! 
Don't wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 
r:-----­EDEN PRESS I 11623 Slater "C'', Box 8410-AP, FOYntaln Valley, CA 92728 I 
I Your {D Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add I 

Choice D FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) I (Calllornia residents please add 6% sales tax.) I 
I D Send latest Book Catalog - FREE. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I City I 
I State Zio _I .. ------------.. 

THE HOUND DOG 
Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout !he world today . corporations. profe ss ional 
men . and businessmen are spending millions annual ly 10 m· 
sure privacy m lheir offices and homes where 1mponan1 plans 
and policy making dec1swns are discussed ;rnd formu lated 
The " HO UND DOG .. 1s a wi se mvestmem lor anyone who has 
reason 10 bel ieve 1hat an eavesdropping device 1s now hidden. 
or may be hidden m !he future . m either home or off ice No 
radio transm1 t!er. no maner how well 1t may have been hid­
den. can escape detec 11 on by !he "HOU ND DOG" 

The " HOUND DOG" is an advanced elec tronic ms trumen l 
designed for !he sole purpose of loca ti ng hidden transrrnners 
An average size olhce or room can be !horoughly searched m 
only a maner of mmules The ··HOUND DOG " snd ts out any 
1ransm1 11ers hidden in pictures. wa lls. desks . chai rs. etc 
regardless ol their operating frequency 

The " HOU ND DOG .. 1s simple to use Slng!e knob ad1us1-
men1 calibra tes the meier and any transm1t1 er signal received 
is md1caled by the me!er movement By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls . chairs . pictu res . des ks. etc . the presence 
of any transm11ter wrll cause a flSe in the meter reading The 
meter reading will continue to flSe as the probe approaches 
the transm1 1ter 
We believe you w1ll l1nd !he " HOUND OoG ·· outperforms 

mos! other uni ls selling for sevE.::1al 11mes tlie price This item 
has been buil t since 1962 Each one 1s backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us 

Meter Callbrale 

e~~;· ;pi/····i····~ r \·······> J 
16 inches ''-'*"%\t::S&%<1hSS»-0~ 

SIZE 1.6x2 .4x8 .21 NCHES $195.00 
USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 

Call 407-725-rnoo or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping tor Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmitter to LISI 

i Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COD's OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers & other speciality items 
enclose $2.00 to LISI Corp. 
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DESERT STORM 
RING 

A Great 
Welcome Home 

Gift! 

Alpha Silver 
(Blue Stone) 
S49.95 

Alpha Two 
Tone Gold (Red 
Slone) $54.95 

Birth Stone 
available $9.00 
extra 

Send Order to : 
(Include Ring Size) 
BUSH PILOT 
P.O. Box 541384 
Dallas . TX 75354-1384 LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
Usting of other service rings al same price available upon request 

Featuring an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. ASOO+ page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com­
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts . 

r P"Ho1o c'AR"o Ki1s "'\ 
I MONEY BACK I 

GUARANTEE! 

I · •. I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I 
I 
I t1ons1 You provide only a photo Your I D Card can be fmished 1n !he I 

privacy of your hornet The result is a d1stmct1ve professional 1denl1-
I ~ i fa tion system! The h1ghestquatitycards in the US! Lost your original 
~D2...:!eplace ~w!_!elect F~ These Kit~ __ 

C04 O Bounty Hunter C06 0 Mercenary 
C204 O Private Deleclive C41 0 Intelligence Officer 
C45 0 MAC-V (CIA). #1 C2180 Video Photographer 
C60 O MAC·V(CIA). #2 C46 0 Special Forces 
C72 O Special Agent C4 7 0 Seal T earn 
C52 O Air America Pilot C 18 0 Pilot 
C01 O Press Card C34 0 Identification Card 
C50 O Phoenix Program C17 0 lnl'I Drivers Permit 
C49 O Delta Force C 11 0 Private lnvestigalor 
C25 O Parachutisl. Cert. C02 0 Bodyguard 
C26 O SCUBA, Certified C12 0 Security Consultant 
CO Wea ans S C51 0 Special Operalions 

s~fv IJ~llJC·>}-i 
NIC Law Enforcement Suoply 

(NIC, INc.) 220 Carroll Box 5950-SH 
Shreveport, LA 71135-5950 

24 hr. Order No. 318-222-2970 

Address-----------------

City/State/ZIP---------------

Card # Exp. Date __ 

\ 0 VI 0 M/C 0 CHK 0 MO FAX# 318-869-3228 I "-----------_, 

Have you ever 
been cheated 
playing cards? 

Richard n.1rnc r l1as <:Ill 
inte rnatio1121I repu1atio n as the 

world's 111ost skilled ca rd chea te r. 

Now Mr. Turner exposes o n v ideo 
tape 11ow 111illions of do lla rs arc 

won and los t p lay ing ga111cs s uc l1 
as poker. blackjack, bridge. ancl 

o thers. In this 2-v olu111c VHS rape 
series . The Chea t revea ls m o re 

than 1 oo tccl1niques used by borh 
a111a1 eur and professiona l 

cl1ea ters. The techniques arc 
shown and exposed, so111c in 
slow 111otion. fro 111 bel1ind tl1e 

dea ler and under a g lass table. 

PROTECT YOURSELF! 
'.'lO-C li-l)" llHltlt'y-b t1d.- g1 1c1r<ltllt ' C . 

V ol. l or 2 only S '.{~LDD eiL (+ S.+.oo S&l I): 
Bot ll \'olutl ll's onl y· sn+.n~J. 

Ord<'r 1ogt' tht'r (+ Sfi.<X> 5& 11). 
C;, lliforni <:1 n-s idl·rns <1tl<I s 1; 11 e sc 1lcs 1;1x. 

1>.0 . Box 81 524 • S<rn Diego. Ci\ 92 I :{8 

NOTICE 
To 

CALIFORNIA 
RESIDENTS 

Some firearms advertised in !his magazine may or may nol be 
lawful for sale in California. 

Those specifically not allowed for sale in California are: 

A All or the following rifles: 
1. Avtomat Kalashnikovs (AK) series 
2. UZI and Galil 
3. Beretta AA·70 (SC·70) 
4. CETME C3 
5. Coll AR-15 series and CAR-15 series 
6. Daewoo K-1, K-2, Max 1, and Max 2. 
7. Fabrique Nationale FNIFAL, FN/LAR and FNC 
8. FAMAS MAS223 
9. Heckler & Koch HK-91. H-93, HK-94 and PSG-1 
10. MAC 10and MAC 11 
11 . SKS with detachable magazine 
12. SIG AMT. SIG 500 Series. and SIG PE-57 
13. Springfield Armory BM59 and SAA·48 
14. Sterling MK·6 and SAR 
15. Steyr AUG 
16. Val met M62, M71 S and M78 
17. Arma lite AR-180 Carbine 
18. Bushmaster Assault Rilte (armgun) 
19. Calico M-900 Assault Carbine 
20. Mandall THE-TAC-1 Carbine 
21. Plainfield Machine Company Carbine 
22. PJK M-68 Carbine 
23. VVeaver Arm Nighthawk 

B. All of the following pistols: 
1. UZI 
2. Encom MP-9 and MP-45 
3. MAC 10 and MAC 11 
4. INTRATEC TEC·9 

5. Mitchell Arms Spectre Auto 
6. Sterling MK-7 
7. Calico M-900 

C. All of the following shotguns: 
1. Franchi SPAS 12 and LAW 12. 
2. Gilbert Equipment Company Striker 12 and 

SWD Street Sweeper 
3. Encom CM-55 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE 
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BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds "Threat Level 
II-A " tested in accordance with the NILECJ­
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt . 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the A berdeen Prov­
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATIHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 Dept. SF 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 
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LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s129s 
Add $1.05 Hndl. 

Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath­
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip . Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fu/Iv Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-9-SF 
156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 

ASSAULT WEAPON 
ACCESSORIES 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 
Orpheus .. . ...... . ......... . 18 

Paladin Press .. ... . ........... 5 

Pioneer & Company .... .. ... . . 87 
Practical Survival Magazine . . ... 85 

SOF Back Issues ... . ......... 79 
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At Your Command 
Take charge with U.S. Cavalry's high-quality 

, en 
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I lJ 

I military, outdoor and adventure merchandise. 1 

1 Over 100 full-color pages including official mili- 1 
tary uniforms, knives, survival and camping 

1 gear, working collectable firearms, target practice 1 

1 aids, personal protection devices, binoculars, 1 

1 
and much more. For a catalog, send your name, 1 
address and $3.00 to:. 

I Name: 1 

I Address:-----------
1 City:------------

State: ______ Zip: ____ _ 

U.S. C/IVJl/,Bf~ ® 

I WORLD'S FINEST MIUTARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT I 
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ADVERTISING POLICY: Publication of any 
advertisement in Soldier of Fortune Magazine is not 
an endorsement of the advertiser or of the 
product(s) or service(s) advertised. either by SOF 
Magazine or by the Editor and Publisher. 
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CLASSIFIED 

• ;ii; • • 
CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - $2.00 per word per 
insertion -$40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID. 
Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature. a telephone number (for our files) and full 
payment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send sample of packet (packets will not be 
returned) . Name, address and telephone number are to be 
included in your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 2 
words; 80306 = 1 word . Abbreviations such as DI , SGT. 
20mm, U .S. count as one word each. Hyphenated words 
and telephone numbers are counted as two words. No 
personal services ads accepted. We reserve the right to 
refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine to 
be objectionable. Mail classified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SGLDIER 
OF FGRTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY 
VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR 
THE LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CON· 
TAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE 
A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST 
POSTAL INSPECTOR AND AtSO CONTACT 
OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE DOES NOT INTEND FOR ANY 
PRODUCT OR\ SERVICE AD\7ERTfSED TO BE 
USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 

NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna­
tional distribution. There may be prod­
ucts for which sale, possession or 
interstate transportation may be re­
stricted, prohibited or subject to spe­
cial licensing requirements in your 
state. Purchasers should consult the 
local law enforcement authorities in 
their area. 

1991 
ADVERTISING 

DEADLINES 
DEC issue ..... AUG.14 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
Classified Dept. 

PO Box693 
Boulder, CO 80306-0693 

U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 
A 1940 through Current ~ 

'
"Large Catalog, $2.00 (.,jj~r, 

SAUNDERS 
Box 3133 •SF • Naples, FL 33939-3133 I 

APPAREL 
WORLDWIDE MILITARY CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, from 
over 35 countries! Largest Selection! Best Prices! Catalog $1 .00 
A.HA, Box 21606 Denver, Co 80221 (167) 

DON'T F CK WITH ME: T-shirt S·M·L-XL (XXL $1 extra). 
$12.95. kid $3 for 1st ttem. $1.00 each addttional for P&H. 
Send to B&B Enterprises, Box 244, Oregon, IL 61061-0244. 
VISA/MasterCard P<:cepted. (167) 
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r- - -Si'reei"'"Leihal- -..., 
I SPEED KILL I I [B"' Can you hit a man 11 times or more In one second or less? I 
I 

[B"' Can you drop a man to his knees with one blow? I 
[B"' Can you win a fight In 3 soconds or less? 

I WE TRAIN PEOPLE WHO CAN! FREE DETAILS I 
Warrior Publlcatlons 

L 6252 Dark Hollow Rd., Medford, OR 97501 1503) 535-3188~ 
CUT OUT AND MAIL THIS AD TODAYI -----------

TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 

~ ~ 
SIZI 1cu. in. 

Record lelephone conversahOns in your oH ice or 
home Connects between any cassetle or tape 
recorder and your lelephone !ine . Stans auto· 
matically when phone is answered . Records bolh 
sides of conversation . Stops recorder when 
ptione is hung up 

$19.95EACH O•y "" ""' 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times moll! power1ul than "llher lra nsmhte~ . 

Transmit.<,; up to 1/i mile ro ariy FM rndio -Easy lo 
Assemble Kh · up lo JI/ banery (.101 rnci ) 
For catalog of Transmnters. Vo1Ce Sc ramblers and 
olller specianv ~ems. enclcse S?. 00 to LISI Corp 

Call 407·72>1000 or oend $19.95 + $1.(IO 
ahlpplng per Item to: USI Corp., P.O. Box 

SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD'a OK. 

STEALTH 
T-SHIRTS 

$11.00 
+$2.00 P&H PER ORDER 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
PEGLER ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 726, DEPT. SF 
MONTROSE, CA. 91021·0726 
CALIF. RESIDENTS ADD SALES TAX 

DESERT 3-TONE CAMOUFLAGE, U.S. 1991 Issue 3-lone 
Used by Special Operations Troops in "DESERT STORM" 
Unlssued $70.00 Sutt. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 (167) 

I SUPPORT THE UNITED STATES MILITARY T-shirts or hats, 
or God Bless the American Troops T-shirts or hats. One size ltts 
all, Send $9.95 plus $3 p+h per ttem to CIMS, 118 East 59th 
Street, Sutte 301 New York 10022. (167) 

BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 
DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody. 
Sharpest tactics revealed. 228 page book $16.95. Visa/MC 
accepted. EDEN Press, Box 8410-DD Fountain \alley, CA 
92728. (168) 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE - The Most devastating 
manual ever published! Over 1,000 entries, completely cross­
referenced . It would take 15 books to equal the information 
jam-packed in this giant 8 1/2 x 11 hardcover volume. $49.95 
plus $3.50 shipping/handling to Anchor Publishing., PO Box 
263Cl-E, Landover Hills, MD 20784. Visa/Mastercard orders call 
24 hours. (800) 448-6280. (167) 

THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK is now available again' 
Complete, uncensored edition . Send $22 to Barricade Books, 
PO Box 1401 ·Z, Secaucus, NJ 07096. (180) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials. 
Videocassettes, photographs, literature, Zapruder film. Cata· 
logue: $3. Collector's Archives; Box 2 Beaconsfield, Quebec. 
H9W 5T6. (176) 

NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50 page catalog describes over 300 
fascinating titles. The best books and videos available for men 
of action and adventure' Send St .00 to: Paladin Press, PO Box 
1307-1GQT. Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 443-7250. (170) 

HOME SECURITY! This booklet reveals secrets to secure your 
premises with common inexpensive materials. Survive by 
securing. Send $10.00 to S.C., 3350 Shelby Street, #200, 
Ontario. California 91761 . (167) 

MARINE CORPS BOOK LIST ... over 400 titles. Send $2 to 
cover mailing. CKM Books. P.O. Box 1625 Palm Springs, CA 
92263.(167) 

BECOME A PROFESSIONAL SKIP 
TRACER & MISSING INDIVIDUAL 
INVESTIGATOR! 

AMERICA'S FASTEST GROWING INVES TIGATION 

INDUS TRY. LEARN SK I P TRACI NG & MT INVESTIGA­
TIONS. ACCOUNTS FOR OVER 60 OF PI WORK & GENERAL 
TNVESTICATJONS. LEARN THE "RIGHT STUFf11 TO TRACK 
DOWN & LOC1\TE SKIPPERS & Ml s 1 THROUGH ATC ' S EX­
CLUSIVE PROFESSIONAL TRAINING PROGRAM - 552 PA­
GES , 7 BOOKS TN l ! T NC LU DES llUGE REFERENCE GLOS­
SARY (OVER Boo CUR RENT M1\JOR PRIVATE & PUBLIC 
SOURCES OF INFORMATION), CHARTS, CHECKLISTS, ON­
LTNE DATABASES &. MORE! GLOSSARY UPDATED ONCE A 
YEAR ( 1991 CURRENTLY AVAILAllLE) . 

CONTAINS DOZENS OF EXCLUS I VE TNVESTTCATTON FEATU­
HES & PATTEHNS. LEARN l N LESS THAN 2 MONTHS . 
START AGENCY \fl TH MINIMAL INVESTMENT. TREMENDOUS 
OP POHTUNTTTES - 50- 1 OOK - TN THI S 11 FTELD OF THE 
FU1'UHE 11

• IKKEDIATE COHMERCJ AL APPLICATIONS FROM 
DAY I TN HUSTNF..SS ! 

(~ FOR COMPLETE INFORMATION SEND $2.00 (RE­
FUNDABLE) FOR ATC'S 16 PAGES INFO-PACK. 

ATC: THE LEADER IN TRACING EXPERTISE 
& Ml INVESTIGATIONS' 

American Tracing Corp. * 289 College Street, Burlington, VT 05401·8320 * 
BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) 

.

c, .· VHS ONLY$39.95 
By the massed bands of the 
Royal Marines. A spectacular 
rousing performance. 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6 

P.O. Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205 

"HOME FALLOUT SHELTER" Complete book for building a 
nuclear fallout shelter inside the average home basement. Book 
includes all designs. step-by-step construction directions, and 
required material lists for building five different shelters. Send 
St 2.00 ppd . SMS Publishing, Box 3520, Dept. SOF, Ann Arbor. 
Ml 48t06. (167) 

THE AMERICAN SURVIVALIST - What happens when 
criminals have the upper hand? Learn how to beat them at their 
own game. Send $14.95 to: McCord Enterprises, 61 Lynn Drive, 
Dept. SOF. Andover. NJ 07821 . (167) 

LEAD POISONING: 25 True Stories lrom the Wrong End of a 
Gun - Everyone. including you, runs the risk at being shot, 
erther by intent or by accident. By reading what these shooting 
survivors have to say about their experience - the preceding 
signs. the lessons learned - you can learn how to avoid a bullet 
in the first place. An extraordinary book. 51 /2x81 /2, hardcover, 
184pp. Send S25.95ppd . lo Paladin Press, Box 1307-lGQK, 
Boulder. Colorado 80306, (303) 443-7250. (167) 

GET EVEN: The underground revenge newsletter. The newslet­
ter ol guerilla techniques lor the underdog! Sample $2 .00 
Scanning Unlimited P.O. Box 44344, West Allis, WI 53214.(167) 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
INVENTIONS:NEW PRODUCTS WANTED: We are a full 
service marketing and patent development company. For free 
inlormation call TLCI 1-800-468-7200 24 hours/day - USN 
Canada. (167) 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or existing small 
business. Grantsnoans to $500,000. Free recorded message: 
707-449-8600. (KW5) (167) 

COLLECTORS 
WWII RELICS! Cheaper than certain "well-known" relics 
dealers! We beat their prices for flags, daggers.medals.helmets. 
Catalog, $5 (refundable). Telephone: 6f2-689-1146. MILl­
TARIA, Box 261 -D, Cambridge, MN 55008.(169) 

UNITED NATIONS BERETS, Sky blue Beret wtth Enamelled 
U.N. Badge Unissued $30.00. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 (167) 

VIETNAM Collector' Patches, books, DI pins T-shirts . Catalog 
$1. SATCONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (178) 

WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia. flags, medals, uniforms, 
T-shirts, posters. camoullage. World's biggest catalog, $3.00. 
Krupper, Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY t 3208 (178) 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES Medals and 
unrtorms lor sale. For a list send $f to Kaplans, Box 890638, 
Lyndhurst 2106 South Africa. (168) 

STONER 63A parts wanted, Jay Tee's, PO Box 39, Marhsall, IL 
62441 . (170) 
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WHERE DO OVER 8000 SUBSCRIBERS 
TURN FOR ARTICLES, ADS & NEWS ABOUT 
MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS & MORE? 
SUBSCRIBE TO. . . ~ 

:HIU'l'AllY ~ \TEHICU~S 
MAGAZINE 

DON'T MISS OUT! 
SUBSCRIBE NOW! 

1 Year (6 Issues) S 15 • 2 Years ( 12 Issues) S25 

P.O. Box 1748-L e Union, NJ 07083 
HIE MAUUE'l'l'l.At:E 

Hm MIU'l'AUY \ ' ElllCl.ES 

****************** 

BRITISH.'SCOTIISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. Regimental 
Insignia: Blazer C<ests: Ties: Plaques: Tankards: Berets: Belts: 
Officer's Canes; Patches; Prints; Posters: Medals; Books; 
Cassettes: Videos etc.. cl elite British/Scottish Regiments. 
including SAS. Paratroops, Guards. Black Watch, Royal 
Marines. RAF & RN. etc. Import Catalog $4.00. BRITISH 
REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6. PO Box 50473, Nashville, TN 
37205. (169) 

S.E.A.L. & SPECIAL FORCES TIGERSTRIPE, Vietnam!Thai 
Pattern Camo Unttorms: as seen in ''THE GREEN BERETS" . 
NEW $72.00 Suit. A.HA. Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221 
Mastercard & VISA Accepted! (167) 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY. America's La•gest Supplier of 
CURRENT ISSUE British Equipment. Camouflage, Headgear 
etc.. Catalog $1 .00, B.M.S., Box 21606, Denver. CO 
80221(167) 

EDUCATION 
TERMPAPER assistance. 19.278 topics available' 306·page 
catalog -rush $2.00. Research. 11322 Idaho. #206EX. Los 
Angeles, CA 90025. TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 800·351-0222 
(California: 213-477-8226) (179) 

EMPLOYMENT 
OVERSEAS, STATESIDE. $100 to $1000 daily. Now hiring. 
FREE list. ZINCS 11 7, Box 585, Dearborn, Ml 48120. (168) 

OFFSHORE JOBS! Immediate openings! All Skills! USN 
Overseas! $18.000-$95.000 per year! Work Month/Home 
Month! Free Details! Write today! Offshore, Box 4478-10, Biloxi, 
MS 39531. (Please send stamp) (1 67) 

EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY! Assemble products at home. 
Call for information. 504/641-8003 ex1. 6823. (168) 

CARIBBEAN ISLANDS \\lllNT YOU!!! Live! Work' Invest! Full 
information on requirements, contacts. jobs! British Virgins. 
Antigua. St. Kitt's. St. Vincent. Montserrat' START PACKING! 
Caribbean Review, PO Box 24165, London. Canada, N6H 5C4. 
Only $10.00 U.S. (168) 

INTERESTING CAREER LISTINGS : Police . Security , 
Investigation, Intelligence. Nationwide, some international. 
Exe<:u1ives to $80,700. Positions explained. 3 monthly issues: 
$16.95. PSIC/FO. PO Box 1562, Decatur, IL 62525. (167) 

FOR SALE 
GULF MR COLLECTORS ITEM First time ottered anywhere. 
Now you can own a numbered edition. Chronology of the Gulf 
Crisis. Beautttul, perfect for proud display to show your 
patriotism. To order send $9.95. check or money order to: BOZ 
& Accessories. 310 1st fwe NW Su~e #1, Mandan. ND 58554. 
Allow 4 to 6 weeks for delivery. (167) 

1 ST MEDICAL BANDAGES. 1st quali1y. Inventory clearance at 
sacrificed prices. More than 100,000 units available for shipment 
anywhere. International parties may contactf'(vette Bruyas­
France Tel/33 77 94 73 74. (167) 

HAIR REGROWTH 4 MONTHS! New potent formula cures 
baldness. Prevent hereditary baldness. Halts receeding hairline. 
Box 1213-S, Makati 1299, Philippines. (167) 
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From Germany· aus JENA 
Elcperience 1he Ult1male 
in BRILLIANCE & 
CLARITY! 

aus JENA 
Porro & Roof 

Prism 
Binocu lars 
Military 

Binoculars 
Riflescopes 

The world 's finest in 

!~~~~:b1e~ptics is now 

Europtik, Ltd . 
PO Box 3 19 
Dunmore, PA 18509 
(7 17) 347-6049 

The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 
lj\.\t\\\ c. 

c•' ,._,c.\). /oo 
Al1 % 

\)ti) lfQ...,Q' 

">IQ~ . 
TV/ D , ..., 
we ray Postage '~. u 

" " s,,,, . * More muzzle •nergy than som• .22 cal. mtridgu. * Shoots 184 gr. lud ball 150 cal.) 200 fl. per m . * 01er 300 yard range. * Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel. rabbit , raccoon, 
c•t. dog, fo1, b•dger, "'n co1ot•. 

* Shoots 50 cal. holis elm thru 114" pfJwood. * Up to 50 lb. draw (c•n you pull it ?) 
Slingshot witb 4 extra power bands: $25.<XJ . 
Extra power bands: $4.<XJ per set. Ammo: $8.<XJ per lb. 

,, .-..d'\ ,, . -"'-· ,~ c:<":i• ~.~' ~o.._ 'f/1o;.ef • c...• 
.l~ •••• ". ••• .l~';> 

c,>r-"' '"' ~<fl . 10' t-"' 
~ •' <I' o'°' \~.<fl <1 CJ 

'~" ••• .-\,«;...-·• ' ~"" 
..... ,,• c.~~ c.•\.·."f:\rP ' •• 

0.t>•• Will Send C.0.D. 702-361-8341 
Roe Sinclair 7415 South V.llty Vltw Bh·d., Las Ve1as.. NV 89118 

NAZI GENERALS CAP 
State . . . S.M. or l g. Size = $88.00 
Shoulder Boards, ..... Set= 31 .00 
Collar Tabs . . ... Set "" 18.00 
Complete, . . Knights cross = 21.00 

The Complete Se! IN STOCK 
al14 = $137.00 We pay postage 
Catalog = $5.00 Free with Order 

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG of police and investigation equip­
ment. $2. IPEC, Dept. SF-165, Box 7638, Sunnymead, CA 
92303. (167) 

PHONE CALL RECORDER in total silence it will automatically 
record every phone call. Attaches anywhere along the phone 
line. Works off batterys or house current. For complete system 
recOl'der and modular auto box. Send $139.95 plus $10.00 
postage and insur. to J.F.C. 461 Moody St. Suite 225 Waltham, 
MA 02154. Not to be used in any illegal manner. (167) 

OPERATION DESERT STORM CDMMERATIVE PLAQUE 
Multi Color. Beautiful design done on real parchment paper and 
8.5"x11 ·· wood and glass frame. Perfect for a loved one or friend 
who served in the Gulf. or any patriotic American. Send $1 0.00 
plus $3.00 for S&H to Star Enterprises. 11 Plainview Road, New 
York 11735. Money back guarantee. (167) 

OPERATION DESERT SHIELD or Just Cause coin $10.00 each 
plus $3.00 postage. Call t -601-833-6891 for card orders. 
Complete coin list S2.00. Phillips-West Monticello-Brookhaven, 
MS 39601-3304. (170) 

MINIATURE FM TRANSMITIERS! Tracking Transmitters! 
Voice Disguisers! Bug Detectors! Phone Snoops! More! Surveil­
lance items available assembled or build them yourself. Catalog 
$2.00: Xandi Electronics, Box 25647, Dept. 40T, Tempe AZ 
85285-5647. (167) 

BOLIVIAN LAND FDR SALE. Jungle or cleared for farming with 
houses. Wrije to: R.C. LTDA. Calle Bolivar 262 Santa Cruz 
Bolivia. (167) 

MAGNETIC PADLOCKS. New Quality design, tamperproof 
10,000 magnetic key combinations. Excellent Security. $9.95 
each, $2.00 S&H. Trans World Merchandise. 235 E. Colorado 
Blvd .. Suite 132. Pasadena. CA 91101. (167) 

BUY MILITARY CHEMICAL LIGHT STICKS, the perfect source 
of light le~ any emergency or survival situation. For sample and 
brochure. Send $2.50 Check or Money Order to: Chemlije, Box 
5242, Novato, CA 94949. (168) 

HIGH POWER ROCKETS AND MOTORS; Easily exceed the 
speed of sound. Fly heavy payloads over ten miles high. Catalog 
$5.00: Mach Four Propulsion. Inc .. PO Box 376, Pittsford, VT 
05763. (167) 

UNUSUAL BOOKS/VIDEOS! Surveillance, Counter-measures. 
weapons, survival. revenge. government, military hundreds 
more! Discount Catalog $4.00. Freedom Book Company, Box 
520294-C. Salt Lake Ci1y. UT 84 t 52. (167) 
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I These shocked the CIA! They were ILLEGALLY produced I 
I for Russion black market use! Each is bound inside a I 
rigid. red. folding l.D. case. The case is embossed with 

'

the cyrilic letters of the KGB! The insid e (shown above) I 
Is printed o n a special security paper used exclusively by 

'

the KGB. Each folio is blank and com es with complete I 
instructions! No shipments to USSR! For Historical Use Only! 

.o. Z30 .. $29.95: Money Ba
1
ck ~u~rante:e;--v'.s~/Mf i 

NIC, Inc. 

··-~ (31 

ANVIL t P.O. Box 640383F t El Paso, TX 79904 

DISPLAYS YOUR RIGHT TO BEAR ARMS 

I CUSTOM BADGE & ID CASE I 
24 KARAT GOLD PLATE 

OFFICIAL SIZE AND WEIGHT 

CHOICE 
OF STATE 
SEAL OR 
US COAT 
OF ARMS 

EACH PANEL 
ENGRAVED 

TO YOUR 
SPECIFICA­

TIONS 

HAND CRAFTED GENUINE LEATHER CASE 

ONLY $39.95 + 3.00 S/H 
SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

OLYMPIC BADGE COMPANY 
P.O. BOX 8509 

GARDEN CITY, RHODE ISLAND 02920 
TELEPHONE# 401 -781-0051 

SKY SOLDIERS LEAD THE lllllY cottee mug with glider. 
parachutist and air assault wings. $10. VAAD-SOF. Box 7682. 
The Woodlands, TX 77387-7682. (172) 

SPANISH WWII GAS MASK S10 plus $3.50 UPS. Bacon Creek 
Gun Shop, P.O. Box 814, Corbin, KY 40702-0814. Free mailing 
list. Foreign inquires invited. (168) 

FREE 
PRIVACY CATALOG Cash income opportunities. Home busi­
nesses. Asset protection. New credit, jobs, degrees. New 
identity. Foreign passports. Eden Press. Box 84 10-SR, Fountain 
ll!lley. CA 92728. (168) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. Send $1. 
for postage: Melisa. P.O. Box 1755 Dept. SF90-L. Honolulu. HI. 
96806. (170) 

THE REAL TRUTH ABOUT BALDNESS. No transplants. 
toupees. topical applications, or novelties. NEW process is 
simple. HEALTHY, all nalural. and absolutely FREE. Grow your 
own confidentially ... guaranteed! Home remedies P.O. Box 3871 
Shawnee Mission. Kansas 66203. (167) 

FREE CATALOG -Military/Government ID's. certificates, print 
with official insignias: 1 oo·s ... CouchPotato Publishing. 8642 
Centre Court , Largo Florida 34647, or (813) 399-2631 (refunda­
ble). (167) 

FREE THROWING KNIFE CATALOG AND INSTRUCTIONS. 
Send sett-addressed. stamped envelope to: Tru-Bal South, PO 
Box 1281 , Cape Canaveral , FL 32920. (167) 

FREE BROCHURE. Imprinted Sportswear. Classic Military 
Insignia Designs. Write for yours today: Custom T's SOF-1, 
7713 Colebrook, Orlando. FL 32818. (167) 
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THE DANGER OF 

EXPLOSIVES 
..u ·: . u.. ~-* /' ~- ~) ·,') 

DESERT STORM COLLECTIBLES 
Authentic Reproductions of Dangerous 

Explos ive Warning posters made for 
d istribution in KUWAIT. 

Pnnled on Museum Oual11y 1ac1d·free) paper 
Srze 23 x 31 Surtab~ For Framrng Send 57 00 + 53 00 

shrpprng/ handlrng 10 
Nix and Associates 

2 3 01 La.z:yhollow , Suite #3SSA 
Houston, Texas 77~3 

Cash, Checks, & Money Orders accepted 
Allow 3·4 w eeks for delivel'J 

BOUNTY HUNTERS WANTED 
Natlon·wlde need for Bail Bond lnvest iga· 
tors. Over 3,700 Bail Bond agencies are experienc· 
ing a greater number of bond skips. Get your foot in 
the door as a Bail Bond Investigator. Message tells 
how! Have pen and paper ready. Call 1·900·535·9292, 
ext. 397. ($2.00 per minute toll) 

TUNDRA 
SHEPHERDS 

Perteet Night Vision, 1,000 lbs. Jaw Pressure, 
1,000 lbs. Knockdown power. Ultra Keen 
Perception. The Ultimate Sentry & Loyal 
Companion. Top Quality German Shepherd 
Import Bloodlines. Alaskan Tundra V\blf -
V\brld's Largest Strain. Solid blacks for Invisi­
ble Night Duty. Unconditional Guarantee on 
Genetic Defects. USDA licensed & inspected. 
IMlrldwide Shipping. Pups or Adults. 6 color 

WKE Ltd. 
Rt. 1 Box94 

Chebanse, IL 60922 
(815) 697-2678 

r Gr~t~;e;i; vci ;;aTr!1 
I Home study. Learn high-prof it repairs • • , I 
I 

without investing in high-tech instruments . /~Bl I 
FREE BOOKLET: 800·223·4542. Ni;., rt' 

I ~~~r:ss ~~ • ' I 
I City State_ Zip__ ~'~• I 

The School of VCR Repair. 2245 Perimeter ' 
I Park, Dept. VK171 . Atlanta, Georgia 30341 i 1. ; J 
._ ___________ _ 

KNIVES & BAYONETS 
EXCLUSIVE KNIVES Paratrooper 530. Manne x-9 540. Swiss 
Army 520. Pen Knife 530. Rambo Survival 540. Fast Shipment. 
Scott. Box 661. Lake Luzerne. NY 12846. (168) 

MISCELLANEOUS 
ORIENTAL LADIES seeking American husbands. Respectable 
ladies from good fam1lies. the kind you couldn't meet in bars or 
on the street. English speaking. educated. loyal. tolerant. 
traditional. Meet hundreds of beautiful , charming. feminine 
ladies for less than you spent on your last date. Free 
information Introductions. Box 230SF. 2421 W. Pratt Blvd .. 
Chicago. tL 60645. (1671 

94 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

1500+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

" 

FREE 24 Page tLLU5. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Dealer Inquires W elcome 

HOOVER'S MFG. CO. 
4015SF PROGRESS BLVD. 

PERU, IL 61354 

(8 15 223-1159, Ask For David 

BIG 

PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATOR 

" Clue" into big profits, exciteme nt . intrig ue and adventure 
with your own P.1. business! $100,000 a year o r mo re m ade 
as you r ow n boss! Amazing o ne-of-a-kind business 
home-study course tells a ll! Train to be pa rt of the fastest 
growing profession in the country. Q uic k ly learn: 

* How to get o n the .. last track" to big mo ney 
* Alt fundam entals o f p rivate investigatio n and 

s urveillance 
* How to start your own detective agency 
* Whe re to buy s tate-o l -the-art electronic detection 

equ i p m e n t 
* How to operate fro m home. no investment required 
* ID Card & Diplom a awarded ! 

Free Information: 

• Full Size U.S. Medals , ge 
UN and RVN Medals • Display Cases 

• Miniature Medals • Manuals on 
• O llicial Ribbons Claiming Medals 
• Rank Badges • All Services 
• Personal Service • All Guaranteed! 

SEND $ 1.00 TODAY FOR COLOR CATALOG! 

MEDALS OF AMERICA 
1929SF FAIRVIEW ROAD 

FOUNTAIN INN, SC 29644 

NORTH VIETNAMESE HELMET STAR Limited edition metat 
replica. true to original. Only S9 95 ea., 2 tor S17.95 (includes 
taltlpostage). Check or money order 10: Task, 100 E. Ohio. 
•532-S. Chicago. IL 60611 . Allow 3.4 weeks for detivery. (168) 

SKS. AK47. or AKM Technical manuals $6.00. Mainlenance 
manuals SS.00. Big Cutaway nomenclature posters 59.00. 
Atlied. Drawer 5070-FC. Gtendate. Al.. 85312. (167) 

YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! secrelly oblain unlisled phone 
numbers. birth/death. credit and confidential court records. 
Author reveals every source known. Locate old friends, lost 
lovers. debtors and enemies. For profit. tun or adventure. 
Satisfaction guaranteed. Send $14.95 ptus $1.75 postage. 
BOOKS OF INTRIGUE. Depl. B. 13575 Martinique. Chino Hills. 
CA 9f 709 (CA residenls add sates lax). (167) 

DON'T MISS THIS! Amazing story about Adolf Hiller. vatuable 
photographs included! Send $4 to: Ted. 13003 Wilde Gten. 
Houston. TX. 77072. (167) 

SECRET SCANNER FREQUENCY Direclories! Federal. Potice. 
Surveillance. Survival. Military. Car Phones. More! Big catalog! 
CAB. PO Box 56-F. Cammack, NY 11725. (169) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send 52. for potice catalog. B-PEC Depl. 
SF591 Box 7638. Sunnymead. CA 92303 (f 67) 

DEBTS? BILLS PILING UP? Bad credil is no problem. We'll 
help. Licensed'1londed. Apps accepted $500-$50,000. Nol a 
loan company. UAC. Depl. SF. PO Box 26295. Birmingham, AL 
35226 or call 1-(800) 326·8284. (167) 

GET SECRET GOVERNMENT RECORDS! Find oul what the 
government has on you! Obtain defense. military, State 
Department. FBI. CIA reports and much more. Confidential 
report tells how. Satisfaction Guaranteed. Send S3.95 plus 
51 75 postage. BOOKS OF tNTRIGUE. Depl. B-2, 13575 
Martinique. Chino Hills. CA 91709. (f 67J 

R & R FOR SINGLE MEN. Enjoy ptayful vacalions in lhe 
Philippines and Thailand with exotic oriental escorts 24 hours a 
day. VACATION. Box 43 (SOFJ. Bellerose. NY 11426. (167) 

GENUtNE mititary surplus clolhing & gear' Send $1.00 
redeemable with order to Missouri Wilderness Catalogue 
Company. 636 Cleveland Ave., #SOF. Kirkwood. MO 63122. 
(168) 

50.000 BIG MAPS (Anyptacel: Iraq. Vietnam. Ohio - Anyplace! 
Taclical. Surptus. Navy. CIA. topographies. Catalog $3.00 
(refundabte) Allied. Drawer 5070-F, Glendale. Al. 85312. (167) 
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FORBIDDEN T!.CHHOlOOY: A STRAHOI. 

~ 
AHO G£HUM1. Y OAHOUK>US LOOlt 9&10. 
ing l eflon'"'·c.o..ed &..1~ • .• lanm1ng Speed 
Radat • T rtan1Um Wlll'nea:>s •Actllol<llling lnltt1 Gre-
nac>e-s • tfypefsecu1e fno~ion • Rcx.aet We.· 
pt)"d.Ciardesi•nePyfo~ •WearingAWlfe 
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BUS HPILOT W I NGS 
BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 

SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 
P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE - ALLOW~ WEEKS 

SURVEILLANCE 
SHERWOOD · The first name in surveillance 
equipment. Complete line of investigative, 

communications & countermeasures equipment. 
CONTACT 111£ SllS\'EIUANCE SPECIAUS1S 

SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATFS, LTD. 
PO llo• USS, So•-ploll, PA 18"41 

(21S) H H o6S 

JOIN NOW! Become a member of Easl Wesl Bodyguard 
Alliance. As a member you will receive: A membership ID Card. 
An Alliance Patch. Access to Alliance Information Resources. 
Send 530 for 1 year membership lo: Easl West Private 
Proteclion (Bodyguard Atliance) 3830 Madeline Dr. #4 San 
Jose. CA 95127 (1671 

NEED CASH $500.00 TO $50,000.00? Debi consolidation' 
Major bank credit cards? " Instant credit" obtained by mail. 
53.000.00 credit line. No cosigners. No credit check! Free 
information write National Credit. PO Box 1105. Ozark, AL 
36361 -1 105 or call (205) 774-3394. Credit ext. Mag-1000. (167) 

IS RAEL MtLtTARY PRODUCTS: New. 1991 , catalogue. 1.D.F. 
webbing. helmets. uniforms. insignia. T-shirts. Send S2 (refund­
abte) for catalogue or $12 for sample ol 4 insignias. l.M.P .. PO 
Box 31006. Tel Aviv 61310 lsraet. (167) 

VIETNAM: A BEDTIME STORY. coloring & activity book $9.95 
Ppd. Crazy Annie Producl ions. 17868 Hwy. 18. Bnkr 307, Apple 
ltllley. CA 92307. (167) 

VALKYRIE SWAN KNIGHT VETERANS: Tired of being on the 
beach? Re-up wilh The Goddess Freya. Noss. Gersemi, Loki. 
buddies. High Desire inquiries only 10 203-453-2697. 24 hrs. 7 
days. (170) 

SOUTH VIETNAM BUSINESS CARDS!! (Bars. Massage 
parlors. shops elc.) Three ditterenl cards & tist of olhers S1 PP. 
Quinn RT. 4 Box 845 Chickamauga, GA 30707.(167) 

FORT, Plain of Reeds. Vietnam: 11x14 color pholo suitabte for 
framing 511 .95. Brochure S1. Tim Kerr. PO Box 9342. Seattle, 
Wash. 981 09. (167) 

BURGLARS - Corrections Officer has interviewed hundreds of 
them. Learn what I know. $4 SASE to D. Kilpatrick, P.O. Box 
20083. Fort Worth, TX 76102-8083. (167) 

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER! Lalesl de-classified governmenl 
reports. National Security. Military Procurement. More. No 
foreign orders please! S7 to: lnfosearch Technologies. T. Dunn, 
PO Box 4476 Allentown, PA 18105. (167) 

MALE POWER PACK. Creates/builds muscte. slrength. stam· 
ina, endurance. Can elevate testosterone level 200%. En­
hances male potency, virility. Safe. 1-800-878-8844. (1 67) 

BUY UP NORTHERN CANADIAN PROPERTY (wilderness) dirt 
cheap, acres and acres. great hunting grounds, and survival 
training area. S1 0 to CtMS, f 18 East 591h Slreet, Suite 301 . New 
York 10022. (167) 

GET A PEACE OF THE ACTION. Desert Slorm sand. Send 
$5.00 money order with sase to: RWB. 12178 Greenspoint Dr .. 
Box 430. Houston, TX 77060. (169) 
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/~~ AFRICA-KORP. CAP & GOGGLES 
/' A \ Gerrnan19"42Mlg. OR!GINALSaoo&dusl!IDOllies. 

jl> l Sidi in their pocket pouch . . ;:u Tan Ole. caps =New REPLICA State S-M- 0< 

Lg. S11e. Both - Only $39.00 
We pay postage. Our 250 page luUy 1Uustrated 

catalog SS 00 (FREE with 0<der) •·•'4 tt ;f l1l1I1I1I •• :t: El t;Jjltltf :w 

St. Louta, M083158 

.625 !llAGNUJlt 

The world's most powerful blowguns are on the move 
-We're down &dirty-See you at the SOF EXPO. Call 
or write for immediate info on our products. 

J.W. McFARLIN COMPANY 
P.O. Box 209. Lake Havasu City. AZ 86405-0209 

Tel . (602) 855-8095 

COMMISSION. You earned it on beaches. shifting sands, in 
jungles. now receive yours as Colonel of Irregulars. Send 
519.95 to Colonel. PO Box 268, Athens. WV 24712. (167) 

MEET WOMEN WORLD WIDE Free 32 page catalog. America's 
most respected correspondence club since 1974. Cherry 
Blossoms. 190FT Rainbow Ridge. Kapaau. HI 96755 808-961-
2114 (172) 

MILITARY INSIGNIA CATALOG Over 6,000 different items and 
genuine military clothing and equipment. Send $2. Kaufman's 
West Army & Navy Goods. Dept. A-159, 1660 Eubank, 
Albuquerque. NM 87112. (167) 

SURPLUS 
1500 ARMY HELMETS. Good Condition. Some new. Call 
315·337-0177 Anytime. (167) 

BEST PRICES FOR GENUINE ARMY SURPLUS, clothing, 
camping and survival equipment. Free Catalog. Sierra Surplus, 
P.O. Box 1597, Bishop, CA 93515. (167) 

SOVIET & lllARSAW PACT EQUIPMENT, Uniforms, Insignia, 
Headgear & Camouflage. Catalog $1.00. A.HA. Box 21606, 
Denver. CO 80221. SPECIAL: Soviet Cap Badge & Catalog 
$5.00. (167) 

GENUINE MILITARY CLOTHING, GEAR, EQUIPMENT, AND 
INSIGNIA. Our name has meant quality tor over 65 years. 
Catalog $2. Kaufman"s West Army & Navy Goods. Depl A-159, 
1660 Eubank , Albuquerque, NM 87112. (167) 

MILITARY CLOTHING, FIELD GEAR, BOOTS, Flight and field 
jackets. and more. Call Toll Free (800) 533-3470 fo r FREE 
CATALOG. Lee-Jackson Milrtaria. PO Box 8663. San Jose, CA 
95155. (167) 

MILITARY SURPLUS & SURVIVAL ITEMS: Large Inventory, 
New and Used. Mail $1 .00 (refundable) for Price Lisi: Hugh 
Wades. 2120 West Reelloot Ave., Union City, TN 38261 .(167) 

SURVIVAL 
SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Pots. 
Grenades) - Send $3.00 (refundable with order) for catalogue 
of these and much more! Many exclusive products. Signus. Box 
33712·W19. Phoenix, AZ 85067. (167) 
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Send For Free Brochure Made in USA 

DESERT SHIELD/ DESERT STORM RINGS 
Both Theatres of Operation Embossed Around Stone 

Other Rings Offered: 
• WORLD WAR II VETERAN 
• KOREAN VETERAN 
• VIETNAM VETERAN 
• PURPLE HEART 
• All MILITARY DIVISIONS 
• OPERATION PANAMA 
• FIRE · POLICE · EMS 

ALL RINGS $95 Refund Sterling Silver - $145 
(Gold or Silver Finish) Guarantee Solid Gold - $350 

~ FOLEY'S P.O. Box S46 i= Skaneateles. NY 131S2 Tel, 3 1S-68.5 -6914 

AEGIMENmL INSIGNln & WERPONRY 

® 
• SAS • RRF • BLRCH WATCH 
• PARA • RM • CAMERONS 
• RSDG • RN • GUARDS etc. 

Import Catalog $4.00 

BRITISH REGnun IMPORTS 
Department-6 

P.O. Box 50473 • Noshvltle, TN 37205 

Authenticated Jesse James Gang 
Photograph Discovered! 

~- . ; 
~ 

~ 
Seated. L to R: Frank James. Jesse James, Robert 
Younger. Standing Rt.. Bob Ford, LL , Charl ie Ford. 

Beaulilu l 81/2x11 , amazing delail , semi gloss reproducti on. 
Only sgss plus 53 P&H (Check or Money Order) 

HOUSTON PUBLISHING CO. 
PO BOX 1596, CARSON CITY , NEVADA 89702 

SURVIVAL and primrtive skills - how-to books give you the 
edge. Kits. plans and ready made "Aztec" spear throwers. 
Survival. Box 440003, Aurora, CO 80044-0003. (169) 

DISCOUNT CAMPING!BACKPACKING, SURVIVAL EQUIP­
MENT. Free catalog. 24 hours 1-20 1-487-2830. G3 Business 
Products. PO Box 25, River Edge, NJ 07661. Dept. SOF. (176) 

WE'VE GOT WHAT IT TAKES FOR SURVIVAL. Big monthly 
newsletter, low cost survival papers. weekend and one week 
training operations, regional groups and newsletters, more. 
Information $2.00, Full Years Membership $20.00. Live Free, 
Box 1743, Harvey, IL 60426. (167) 

TRAINING 
U.S. NAVY SEAL FITNESS PROGRAM. Gain strength and self 
confidence. Get in shape using the methods of the world 's most 
elite combat unit. Send $10.95 to T-N·S Ent.. PO Box 5644, 
Virginia Beach. \A 23455. (170) 

POLICEIU>W ENFORCMENT TRAINING . National Academy 
of Investigative & Security Sciences. Guaranteed Quality 
professional train ing courses For FREE information send 
S.A S.E to National Academy. 3435 Camino del Rio South. 
Suite 307 . San Diego. CA 92 108." " (171 ) 

SPECIAL FORCES. SAS, U>W ENFORCEMENT have re­
ceived training from us. at our facil ity. Now you can too! 
Profess ional and confidential. Information, SJ.DO to :RSDI, P.O. 
Box 592662. Orlando. FL 32859. (167) 

RANG ER. AIRBORNE. BODYGUARD training. Catalog and 
information $6. ($10 foreign) . USTC. 2020 N. Broadway. Ste. 
103. Santa Ana. CA 92706·2622. (171) 

INVESTIGATION -SECURITY VOCATIONAL DEGREES. 
Internationally recognized. Personalized curriculum for either 
beginners or professionals. Prospectus -$1.00, LS.DA Box 
6303, Corpus Christi, TX 78466·6303. (169) 

VEHICLES 
IS IT TRUE JEEPS FOR $44 through the US Gov"t? Call 
forfacts• 5041649-5745 e>ct . S-6823. (167) 

MZ (ETZ), Russian Military Motorbike, fully equipped saddle bag 
(nags, tools, spade, elc.), spare cam, camouflage light, 2 
separate seats. Built in '85 but can do 500 mis, 21 hp, 2 stoole. 
1 cyl, Price $3000/each. delivered east coast Fax for photo and 
information Fx: 49-2666-8357. (167) 

r-------------------1 
I - BE A PARALEGAL! I 
I America 's No. 1 home study paralegal I 
I program. Attorney-instructed . Prepare I 
I 

now for your law career! School of Para· I 
legal Studies, Dept. LKl71 2245 Perim-

1 eter Pk., Atlanta, GA 30341. Or call today. I 
I FREE CAREER BOOKLET: I 
I ' CALL 800·223·4542 I L-------------------J 
mnllilf~/.lfflir.IGI SUPPLY 201-948-6260 
W~WLILIWW'Cl Rt. 10 Box 10419 Dept. SOF 

NEWTON, N.J. 07860 

We have not seen a hammock of this good quality in a 
long time. This Hammock isacopyoftheHemmock used 
in WWII and Vietnam. It is a combination insect proof 
hammock or stake it as a tent. Full length canopy keeps 
you dry and the nylon netting keeps those flying and 
crawlin insects off of ou. 

Cashiers check . money or.ae1. per sona l cnecks or Visa & Ma s1er ard 
gladty accep1ea NOCODs Allme1chana1se1s l 00%9ua1anteea 
Residents ot .Alaska. Hawa 11 and Puerto Rico add 5% 101 c;mpping 

TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 
12062 Southwest 117th Ct., Suite 126 

Miami, Florida 33186 
800-442-9333 

•High Tec h Synthetic 
Mak•• It lnvi•lble 
T o Meta i Oetecllon . 

•High Stre ngth Kee " 
Do uble Edg e With A 
Reinforced Poi nt . 

$2.05 Shipping 
Han d ling 

MAR KS II & CO . 

P .O. Box 150655 

Arlington . T X 76015 

$1 " For RUS H DELIVERY 

SHOCKING MANUALS!! 
Survival Electronics, Computers, Security, Weaponry, Rocketry, 
Phones, Energy, Financial, Medical.1 00+. Plus Special Projects 
and Technical Research Services. Confidentiality Guaranteed! 
Send $3 for catalogs. By John Williams, former Senior Engineer 
(Lockheed) and Computer Science Professor (NMSU) - as seen 
on CBS "60 MINUTES" . .Since 1971. 

CONSUMERTRONICS 
2011 CRESCENT DR. P.O. DRAWER 537 

ALAMOGORDO, NM 88310 (505) 434-0234 

VIDEOS 
NON-CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS and Tactics. Never be 
without a weapon again! Convert almost any object into an 
effective weapon. This unique video shows you how. FREE 
DETAILS. M.A.V.P ., 3607 Old Bay Springs Road. Laurel. MS 
39440. (167) 

TRAIN DRUG DETECTOR DOGS. Finally .. . secrets of !he pros! 
Videos on licensing, theory, selection. tra ining, proofing. search 
patterns. $125. St. Augustine Canine Center, 5720 US 1 N. SI. 
Aug., FL 32095 VISA. (167) 
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A._.,.-tl by Calif. Dtpl. of Public lttsln«:I. 

THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 
r DEPT. SG 109 PO Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 1 
I Rulli> - your "Delecllve" Clliwr Ktt-No ui..m.n will call. I 
I •-I ,.._. I 

L~-----------;a 
f LEARNGUNsMiriit~~]fl'"[~]_~ 
I you a pro with rifles, shot-

guns, pistols. Free booklet: 800·223·4542. I 
I ~:~r:ss I I City State_ Zip _ _ , 

The School of Gunsmithing, 2245 Perimeter 

L Park, Dept GK171 , Atlanta, Georgia 30341 J ------------
NAMIBIA 
Continued from page 87 

subtlety is not part of SWAPO's lexicon; 
fo r the second time since gaining power, a 
motion of no confidence by the opposition 
was denied debate by the government. And 
in preparation for Namibia's first anni­
versary Independence Day celebrations, 
President Nujoma invited Fidel Castro, the 
world ' s last unreconstructed Stalinist, as 
the sole guest of honor. El Lider, whose 
history of opposition to democratic plural­
ism is longer than his beard, sadly declined 
the invitation, pleading other commit­
ments. His place was taken by President 
Mugabe, another determined pro-sanc­
tions and one-party-rule advocate. 

Comrade Bob, you'll be relieved to 
know, was able to hear the South African­
made cannon salute after all. As an 
exasperated Hans Feddersen observed in 
an editorial : " There are no words." 

Jim Hooper, author of Beneath the Visit­
ing Moon: Images of Combat in Southern 
Africa, has written extensively on the 
conflicts in Angola and Namibia . He 
recently returned tq Namibia to file this 
report - and managed to leave one step 
ahead of the security police. '9(_ 

ASSASSINATION 
Continued from page 43 

Saddam. Whether the effort would have 
been successful is open to question. The 

96 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

W.W. II COLLECTORS O\ ..:ic 40.000 .-nus 
Hals·Badges·Medals ol all Nations. 
U.S. Officer's Cap (new from 
original U.S. maker), Ian with 
brown leather vi sor, chin strap 
and U.S. Eagle pin. State size S, 
M. or Lg . ... . . . . . . $68.00 

ru'1?v~~is~~~d1~a~~ 2lg.~9e 
(Free with order) 

W.W.#2 Ltd., Box 2063-T. St. Louis, MO 63158 

SOF CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING 
(303) 449-3750 

Should Your Bos.'i Ha ve Wings? 

It fl**tDlet lwJ ~ 

~~{2;7 - ...... ' . J;_· / ] --:- ~-"' ' -~ :-.. -.. , ' / , ~ . '. ' 
~"'-.......... '"· ' . . . ).../ . 

Tt.M Pt.u.. woc.U. k ~ ~~, 

White 50/50, 3 color imprint 
T-shirt $12.95 • Sweatshirt $18.95 

Ceramic Mug $9.95 
ShiDDine and Handline. included 

Sl·nd Chrrk or MO to: The Ri te Stuff, P.O. Box 670, Ki llen. AL 3564 5 
Fnr \1 1.;a ur MC C:ill l ·!UXl·K69-0R53 • A llow6 lO K weeks delivery. 

only certainty is that a real commitment, in 
terms of intelligence and resources, would 
have been necessary to get the job 
done. 

Few leaders could have survived the 
crushing defeat inflicted on Iraq by the 
U.S. and its Coalition allies. But Saddam 
has managed to persevere through a 
combination of tenacity and ruthlessness. 
Today, Iraq is isolated and still the focus of 
economic sanctions, which President Bush 
and other Coalition leaders say will be 
removed only after Saddam Hussein has 
been swept from power. Although 
rebuilding at a furious pace, Iraq owes 
billions of dollars in war reparations and is 
still coping with internal unrest. 

The Israelis, who base their national 
defense on a policy of assured retaliation 
for all transgressions against their country 
and its people, are not finished with 
Saddam. Defense Minister Moshe Arens 
and other senior Israeli officials publicly 
promised that there would be retaliation 
against Iraq for the unprovoked Scud 
attacks on Israel's civilian population. 
According to Arens, the Israelis will chose 
the time, place, and method of retaliation . 
Few can doubt that they intend to carry out 
their threat or that their target will be 
Saddam Hussein. Given Israel's capacity 
to reach far beyond its borders to strike 
down its enemies, Saddam is unlikely to 
be sleeping very well these days. 

UPDATE 

In recent days, new facts have emerged regarding 
the "hunt" for Saddam Hussein. In the early 
1980s, Saddam Hussein had purchased nine 
American-made motor homes called "Wander· 
lodges," manufactured in Georgia. Shortly before 
the onset of the air war, Saddam had been 
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photographed inside his vehicle meeting with a 
group of his commanders. 

Saddam Hussein apparently gave several 
Wanderlodges to favored military commanders, 
and kept at least one for himself. Unlike celebrity 
versions, Saddam's motor home apparently had a 
fairly spartan, though functional , interior. Painted 
forest green, his private Wanderlodge, as a 
mobile command-and-control center, was a obvi· 
ous target for U.S. military planners and became a 
top priority during the conflict. U.S. commanders 
knew that ii they could just locate Saddam's 
private motor home they stood a good chance of 
getting him in the bargain. No one could object, it 
generally was agreed, because the destruction of 
a command-and-control center during wartime 
clearly was beyond the scope of the prohibitions 
of assassination. 

Warplanes were dispatched on a round -the· 
clock basis to search out and destroy Saddam's 
rolling home-away-from-home. Methodically, sec­
tor-by-sector, they roamed across the skies over 
Iraq looking for the distinctive green vehicle. 
Satellite photos were scanned for any sign of it 
and signals and other electronic intelligence 
carefully sifted for any clue of its location. Unfortu· 
nately, Coalition intelligence never got a real fix on 
it. 

The only time ii was in U.S. gunsights appar· 
ently was by accident. As noted in the accompa­
nying story, U.S. F-16 pilots strafed a 50-vehicle 
convoy on the road between Basra and Baghdad 
several weeks after the onset of the air war. 
Unbeknownst lo the attacking pilots, Saddam's 
Wanderlodge was in the middle of the convoy. 
According to sources at the Pentagon, both ends 
of the convoy were chewed up, but the vehicles in 
the middle survived. This may have been Sad­
dam's closest brush with death during the conflict. 

At least two Wanderlodges, presumably used 
by Iraqi generals, were destroyed during the war, 
but Saddam's personal command-and-control 
center on wheels escaped without known dam· 
age. And Saddam lived to fight another day. 

Neil Livingstone is an adjunct professor at 
several institutions, including Georgetown 
University. His areas of expertise include 
terrorism and security topics. '9(_ 
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All responsible firearms owners practice basic firearms 
safety. 
Thoroughly read and understand the users manual that is 
supplied with yourfirearm. Never use any f irearm unless you 
can completely understand its operation and safety features. 
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