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4 BOOKS FOR 9BC. Send no money now. You'll be billed 98¢, plus 
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A GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION. If you're not 100% satisfied 
with your books, return them within 10 days at our expense and 
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variety of alternate books from the Club's extensive library. 
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COMMAND GUIDANCE 

T
he Brady Bill has passed the 
House of Representatives. By 
the time you read this, it will 
probably be under consid­

eration by the Senate, where pro-gun 
senators from Western and rural states 
will hopefully prevail over their urban, 
anti-gun colleagues. 

But the fight will be a tough one, and 
it is critical that all of us who value the 
right to keep and 
bear arms make our 
voices heard in this 
debate. We cannot 
afford to stand si­
lently by as the Sec­
ond Amendment is, 
piece by piece, re­
pealed. 

Brady is viewed 
by gun control advo­
cates as important 
because it repre­
sents a defeat of the 
NRA. The NRA has allowed itself to 
become the issue in this latest debate. 
Its failure to forge politically effective 
coalitions led directly to this defeat - a 
defeat that will open the door to 
"effective" legislation, as Rep. Edward 
Feighan, D-Ohio, the Brady Bill's prin-

. cipal sponsor in the House, phrased it 
on a recent "Nightline" interview. 

I think we all know what Feighan, 
Metzenbaum and Kennedy view as 
"effective." 

Americans are fed up with crime, 
and for good reason. More than 
100,000 Americans were victims of 
violent crime in 1990, according to FBI 
statistics. Gun control is being sold to 
the American public as crime control 
despite hard evidence to the contrary. 

The average American is not a 
firearms enthusiast, and the idea of a 
waiting period seems to make "com­
mon sense. " 

But Brady is not significant because 
of the waiting period requirement. The 

by Robert K. Brown 

real significance of Brady lies in the 
fact that it requires citizens to ask for 
police permission to exercise their 
Constitutional rights. 

Imagine the editorial firestorm in the 
media if the press were required to get 
police or court permission before pub­
lishing news stories that might ad­
versely affect someone's life - for 
example, the naming of rape victims, 

as The New York 
Times and NBC 
News did in the case 
of the alleged rape at 
the Kennedy com­
pound in Florida. Yet 
this is precisely what 
Brady does with our 
Second Amendment 
rights. 

This is not accept­
able. No voice has 
been stronger in sup­
porting the working 

police officer than SOF. But the role of 
the police in a free country does not 
include passing judgment on whether 
citizens should be allowed to exercise 
their civil liberties. Those rights are 
inalienable. 

What the police are supposed to do 
is bring lawbreakers to justice, and 
American cops do a damn fine job of 
this. But the revolving-door criminal 
justice system that the Kennedys and 
Metzenbaums and liberal activists 
have given us makes a mockery of the 
efforts of our working police officers. 

The predictable results of 20-plus 
years of plea-bargaining, suspended 
sentences, shackles on our police 
officers and criminal-rights measures 
are confirmed by crime statistics. Now 
we, the law-abiding citizens of this 
country, are being asked to surrender 
our civil liberties because . criminals 
have gained so many freedoms. 

Excuse me if I don't think this makes 
"common sense."~ 
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COVER : A joke making the rounds in 
Washington, D.C., goes something like this: 
"What is General Schwarzkopf going to do 
after he retires? " Response: "Anything he 
wants." General , you deserve whatever you 
can get. But as the Bear - and everyone 
else who served in Vietnam - knows, it's 
been a long and rocky road from Vietnam to 
Iraq for the military. We took a close look at 
Norman Schwarzkopf's journey this month, 
to see how our rice-paddy war affected the 
way he ran this one. It's a thoughtful look at 
the man who finally restored public confi­
dence in our military machine and the men 
and women who run it. Just who is the 
Bear? You can find out, beginning on page 
46. Photo: Black Star/Brack 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Noted Sgt. Rescoe (left), "There's been a 
lot of support by Americans, and believe 
me, we appreciate it. But when Joe 
Conforte supports the troops, he really 
supports the troops." Photo: Craig Sailor, 
Reno Gazette-Journal 

PATRIOTIC PIMP PLEDGES 
NO-COST NOOKIE --· 

Heart-warming support for our 
troops in the Gulf has taken many 
forms, most reflecting what the individ­
ual or organization had to offer: letters 
from school kids, books from individu­
als and libraries, homemade cookies 
from veterans organizations, a country 
full of flags and yellow ribbons to let the 
troops know we cared. 

Companies welcomed troops home 
with special deals on cars and VCRs, 
and Joe Conforte, manager and former 
owner of the Mustang Ranch east of 
Reno, Nevada, announced last De­
cember that troops who had served in 
the Gulf would be donated a 24-hour 
date with their pick of the litter -
market value $1,000 - if they bring 
proof they served in the Gulf (and are 
not married - ethics, you know). 

Conforte claims so far more than 
500 returning troops have taken him up 
on the offer, and a thousand have 
written from Saudi saying they were 
coming soon. Usual arrangements are 
a split between the prostitutes and 
Mustang Ranch, but Conforte is pick­
ing up the tab for the girls, noting, "You 
know, this is all IRS deductible. It is." 
We can assume he knows, as last year 
Mustang Ranch was glommed and 
auctioned by the IRS toward $15 
million they say he owes from a 1977 
tax conviction. 

Sergeant Howard Rescoe and Cpl. 
Robert Regalado of the 1st Marine 
Division created something of a flap 
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when they showed up at Mustang in 
dress blues and made the front page of 
Reno papers. Noted Marine spokes­
man Sgt. Nephi Limb at Camp Pendle­
ton, "They were on authorized leave 
status in authorized leave uniforms ... 
(but) it's not something we endorse. It's 
not something we want to see the 
Marines take part in. The Marine Corps 
cares very much about its image." 

After-action reports were not availa­
ble at press time. 

So much for Mom and apple pie. 

COLT RAMPANT AGAIN? 
After a hiatus that had gun owners 

wondering whatever happened to 
Colt's support of the Second Amend­
ment, there has been a change at the 
helm, and Colt is actively fighting the 
California attorney general's petition to 
ban the sale of Colt Sporter Rifles. 

"The emotional controversy over the 
ownership of sporting firearms contin­
ues to cloud the basic issues which 
plague our society," Colt President 
Ronald E. Stillwell said, "not the least 
of which is holding criminals responsi­
ble for their crimes. It is clear that 
telling the people of California that 
crimes and the drug problem will be 
diminished by banning firearms is 
nothing more than voodoo crime con­
trol." 

As do most gun owners and manu­
facturers, Colt supports legislation that 

would provide strong penalties for 
criminal misuse of all firearms - but 
opposes any legislation banning sport­
ing firearms such as the Colt Sporter. 
Company spokesmen reiterated that 
Colt firmly believes in the rights of all 
law-abiding citizens as provided under 
the Second Amendment. 

SOF WINS FIRST AMENDMENT 
SUIT ... 

In a benchmark decision for First 
Amendment rights and responsibilities 
of the media, liability charges against 
SOF were recently dismissed by Or­
ange County, California Superior Court 
Judge Jack Mandel. The suit, which 
claimed that the magazine should be 
responsible for an advertisement ap­
pearing in the publication, had been 
filed by two individuals who were 
injured while watching the.purchaser of 
a book, supposedly advertised in the 
magazine, use said book to build a 
munitions device which exploded. 

REDCROSSTHANKSSOF;SOF 
THANKS YOU ... 

Dear Mr. Brown: 
On behalf of the United States Air 

Force hospitals in England and the 
American Red Cross, warm thanks for 
your very generous gift of books [for 
troops wounded in the Gulf.] Patients 
here have been delighted, not only 
with the reading pleasure, but for the 
support and good wishes these gifts 
represent. 

The war ended much sooner and at 
lower cost to our troops than we dared 
hope; all our casualties have by now 
been returned from England to the 
USA, and the three contingency hospi­
tals have been packed up. The books 
you sent will be used in the two 
permanent USAF hospitals here, a 
happy reminder of the concern felt 
back home. 

Sincerely yours, 
Margaret M. Jennings 
Hospital-Community Liaison 
American Red Cross 
Hospital Community Liaison 
RAF Lakenheath 
APO New York, NY 01979 

And thanks where thanks is due: the 
tons of books we forwarded to the 
troops in Saudi and to the USAF 
hospital graciously came from you, 
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ARRIVE ALIVE 
Tony Scotti's Complete 

Counterambush-Antiterrorism Driving Course 
Over 50 percent of all kidnappings and assassinations occur while the victim is traveling in a car. This 

action-packed, instructive video is a crash course in recognizing and escaping ambushes and other 
problem situations on the road before they become unsolvable and potentially deadly emergencies. The 

instruction is the best: with clients in 23 countries on 5 continents, Tony Scotti's School of Defensive Driving is 
recognized as the world's top high-speed evasive driving school. Dramatic footage shot from perspectives 

outside and within the vehicle clearly demonstrates how to perform the J-turn, the bootlegger's turn, hard braking 
and single- and multiple-car ramming. Then, actual assassinations of the past are recreated and analyzed - what the 

victims did wrong and what they could have done to avoid the ambush and escape with their lives. This eye-opening 
video will make a valuable training tool for police, bodyguards, corporate security and military personnel, chauffers or 

anyone who wants to know how to gain an edge in an emergency situation. ARRIVE ALIVE. ORDER NOW! Color, approx. 
40 min., VHS only. $59.95 

MAKE 
MY DAY! 

T HE MASTER BLADESM JTH 
Advanced Studies in Steel 

by fim Hrisoulas 
This advanced study of steel reveals 
forging secrets that for centuries have 
been protected by guilds. Never­
before-seen instructions, diagrams and 
photos explain the tricks behind using 
Japanese mokume gane, differential 
heat treating, power hammers, and 
other techniques to make kukris, wavy 
blades, spears and swords thal bear 
the master's mark. B 1/2 x 11, hard· 
cover, pho1os. illus., 296 pp. $45.00 

TH E CREDIT GAME 
Playing To Win 

If you 're taking a beating on the 
financial playing field, chances are 
you just need some coaching in the 
mechanics of developing - and 
defending - your credrt rating. Watch 
the credit game in acijon and find out 
how even the little guys can play to 
win. Get the low-down on game rules, 
winning strategies and. when all else 
fails, how lo cheat! Color, approx. 40 
min., VHS only. $34.95 

MAKE MY DAY! 
Hayduke's Best Revenge 
Techniques for the Punks 

in Your Life 
Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag of bully· 
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers w ho rallied to 
George's stirring cry ("Do unto 
others before they do unto you") fill 
this antic anthology that will amaze 
and amuse you. Make My Day! is 
for entertainment only. 5 1 /2 x B 
1/2, hardcover, 224 pp. $19.95 

U.S. NAVY SEALs 
World War II · Korea · Vietnam 

Middle East · Grenada · Panama 
Elite warriors of stealth, sabotage and 
silent missions of death, SEALs have 
been the U.S. rnilitary·s shock force in 
50 years of global conflict. In this new 
video release, you'll see rare footage 
of SEALS in action f rom WWII to 
today's ~dirty little wars.~ Much of this 
material has never been available to 
the public . until now. Color, 
approx. 35 min., VHS only. $29.95 

MAN STOPPERS 
Selecting the Right 

• 

Dou ble-Action Pistol 
This video will help you select the 
right double-action auto pistol for your 
personal defense needs. Technical 
advisors Col. Rex Applegate, Wiley 
Clapp, Torn Campbell and Chuck 
Karwan contributed to the evaluations 
of the latest autos from Colt, S& W, 
Ruger, Glock, SIG-Sauer and others. 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

•• 
.. . ~' 

From 1he right caliber 10 the right 
safety, this video covers it all. Color, 
approx. 60 min., VHS only. $59.95 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting , with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equipment 
and tactics employed by this elite 
fighting force are covered, as are 
SEAL weapons, communications, 
diving, infiltralion and exfiltralion , 
survival and more. 8 1 /2 x 11 , soft­
cover, photos. illus .. 240 pp. $19.95 

BREAK CONTACT, 
CONTINUE MISSION 
by Raymond D. Harris 

A widely praised account of the 
shadow war fought by MACV·SOG in 
Laos, Cambodia and North Vietnam. 
SOG vet Ray Harris tells the story of 
Ted Garner, a recon sergeant running 
missions out of the CCC compound. 
who discovers the truth behind the 
SOG motto: "You have never lived until 
you've almost died." 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
hardcover, fiction. 368 pp. $22.95 

SEA Ls 
UDT/SEAL Operations 

in Vietnam 
by T.L. Bosiljevac 

The definitive book on U.S. Navy 
SEALs' role in Vielnam. Accounts of 
combat missions reveal incredible 
acts of skill and valor by SEAL troops 
under fi re. Sixteen pages of rare 
photos show SEALs in training, on 
patrol in VC territory and moving up 
canals in the Mekong Delta. 5 112 x 8 
1/2, hardcover, pho1os, 272 pp. 

$26.95 

BUSINESS 
PARTNERS 

~- HOW TO BEAT 
1111 CREDIT 
BUREAUS 
~ 

·:.~::.:_; Th~~~J~~ ·s 
Consumer 

Credit 

~. HUH llHHUl\11 ~· 
:;J.~;;;:-;~~:.~};$;$;$::$;~ 

BUSINESS PARTNERS 
The Best Pistol/Ammunit-ion 

Combinations for 
Personal Defense 

by Peter Alan Kasler 
Here is a practica l and real is tic 
assessment of which modem bullets 
work best in which handguns to get 
the job done in a life-or-death situation. 
From the truth abou1 wound ballistics 
to the debate over the most effective 
calibers. this bock hokls nothing back. 
5 1/2 x 8 1/2 , hardcover. photos, 
illus., 200 pp. $22.95 

PAYBACK! 
Advanced Backstabbing and 

Mudslinging Techniques 
by George Hoyduke 

The "Dirty Harry of Literati," a.k.a. 
George Hayduke, strikes again with 
another deadly shot of revenge. 
Get back at life's bullies, bad guys 
and bureaucracies with these tear­
jerki ng t idbits of do- i t-yourself 
terrorism. For entertainment pur­
poses only. 5 1/2 x 8 112, hard­
cover, 196 pp. $19.95 

HOW TO BEAT THE 
CREDIT BUREAUS 

The Insider's Guide to 
Consumer Credit 
by Bob Hammon d 

In this sequel to his best-selling book, 
Credit Secrets, Hammond describes 
the deceptive web spun by the power· 
ful credit bureau syndicate. He tells 
how to get a copy of your credit report, 
interpret it and then force the bureaus 
to wipe the slate clean. Get back on 
solid financial ground for good. 5 1/2 x 
B 112, softcover, 136 pp. $12.00 

U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM VIETNAM COMBAT 

MANUAL 
This is the real thing, a reprint of the A 
Detachment Handbook issued to all 
Special Forces A-Teams during the 
Vietnam War. Everything from camp 
construction to interrogation pro­
cedures to psyops is covered. A must 
for collectors of military and Vietnam 
memorabilia. 8 112 x 11. softcover, 
illus .. 304_pp. 519.95 

10% Summer Discount ~---• ~·t PALADIN PRESS 
I P.O. Box 1307-IHS 
lliii:. Boulder, CO 80306 

----::1 CREDIT CAR D ORDERS CALL TOLL FREE 
~ 1-800-392-2400 lillii!lll!l 

Take advantage of the " Specia l Summer 

Discount " on the order form and deduct 10% 

from any order of $40.00 or more! This offer is 

being extended to you, our valu ed customers. It 
is our way of saying, " Have a good summer! " 

ORDER NOW t o t a k e adva ntage of t h is 

opportunity ! Offer ends A u gust 31, 1991. 

{Offer available ta retail custom ers only.) 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
Paladin Press • P.O. Box 1307 • Boulder, CO 80306 • (303)443-7250 

(Videotapes are nonreturnable. Damaged tapes u·ill be rep/need./ 
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I PLEASE SEND M E THE FOLLOWING TtTLES : 

I 

ltiilittj Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a ~ 
week, from any state but Alaska. Send$ I .00 for I 
SO-page CATALOG of 300 titles (free with order). 

0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD EXP. 

I 
CARD# 

0 CHECK / MONEY ORDER 

I NAME~~~~~~~~~~~~~~­
ADDRESS~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

SUBTOTAL ---1 
10% SUMMER D ISCOUNT 

ON ORDERS OVER $40 --­
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POSTA GE & H ANDLNG ~ 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

our readers, whose response to our 
request for help was staggering. It was 
our privilege to pass along your sup­
port for our troops in Desert Storm. We 
couldn't have done it without you. 

KOREAN WAR MEMORIAL COIN ... 
Oft in the past, when a government 

- ours included - wanted to finance a 
project, they printed money to do it. 
This time, however, they're minting 
special commemorative silver dollars 
to sell , proceeds going to the project. 
On 6 May 1991 the U.S. Mint struck the 
first of 1 million Korean War Memorial 
Coins. They cost $31 paper dollars for 
a proof coin , or $26 for an uncirculated 
coin, and may be ordered from the 
U.S. Mint by calling (800) 652-3838, or 
writing Customer Service Center, U.S. 
Mint, 10001 Aerospace Dr., Lanham. 
MD 20706. If you don't have paper 
dollars to trade, they will accept plastic 
promises via Visa and Mastercard . 

A $7 surcharge in the price of these 
memorial coins goes toward comple­
tion of the Korean War Veterans Me­
morial in Washington, D.C. One and a 
half million Americans fought in Korea 
- more than 103,000 were wounded; 
more than 33,000 were killed; more 
than 8,000 remains are still unac­
counted for. When the Korean War 
Veterans Memorial was authorized , it 
was with the stipulation that it be paid 
for by private funds, and the $7 sur­
charge will help. This minting repre­
sents an easy way to provide money 
for that worthwhile project, and it repre­
sents a rare chance to send money to 
the U.S. Treasury and get something 
tangible in return . Photo: courtesy 
U.S. Mint. 

CBS: NRA MEMBERS, YES -
NRA ADS NO ... 

The CBS "All-Star Salute to the 
Troops" show featured NRA stalwart 
Charlton Heston and a number of other 
national entertainers who are ardent 
NRA supporters. The NRA wanted to 
help sponsor the show, but their first 
two ads, dealing with the Staggers 
Instantaneous Check Bill vs . the 
Feighan-Brady bill, were rejected. So 
the NRA offered an ad dealing with the 
Second Amendment - which was 
rejected as "too political. " Next the 
NRA proposed an ad dealing with the 
NRA's role in training U.S. Olympic 

6 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

shooters: rejected . Then the NRA sub­
mitted their latest gun safety ad for 
hunters: shot down. Controlled media 
in the USA? Nawww ... 

F.O.P. CANDIDATE FAVORS 
PRIVATE FIREARMS ... 

Career police officer Tom Pos­
sumato, 51, of Newark, NJ, candidate 
for president of the Fraternal Order of 
Police stated in a position paper on 
gun legislation : As a police officer and 
a family man, I am truly disturbed by 
the increasing number of crimes com­
mitted with guns in this country. But I 
don 't believe that legislation aimed at 
curtailing ownership by law-abiding 
citizens is the answer. 

I am not a member of any gun 
organization, nor am I a hunter or 
sports enthusiast. Nonetheless, I can 't 
see taking away the enjoyment of 
those who are. I view personal gun 
ownership as a right guaranteed by the 
Constitution of the United States and 
to limit that right is to 

according to our state 's annual crime 
reports . 

That's why I strongly favor greater 
penalties against those who commit 
crimes with weapons. As National FOP 
President, I would appeal to the mem­
bership to press for laws that take 
criminals off the streets and keep 
them off. 

My opponent, Dewey Stokes, has 
favored virtually every gun control 
measure introduced at the federa l level 
during his four years as president... In 
taking an iron-fisted position , Stokes is 
speaking for all of us at the local and 
state levels, saying that we want law 
enforcement resources in every state 
to be allocated toward checking out 
law abiding citizens. But under terms of 
the Brady Bill, the federal government 
would provide no funds to cover these 
administrative costs. 

Stokes is part of the movement that 
would compel local law enforcement to 
spend its resources on background 
checks that could take an officer away 
from other duties for an entire day. 
Even if the checks were optional, there 
is nothing in the Brady Bill to protect 
police from liability in cases where 
citizens accuse them of negligence. 

I believe that it is a failing on the 
president's part to treat these issues as 
if he alone were the voice of the FOP. 
I know that there is a significant portion 
of members in this country who do not 
agree with Stoke's gun control 
position. 

As president, I will listen to 
everyone 's views on gun control before 
carrying a torch to Congress. ~ 

ignore the simple truth 
that criminals are the real 
cause of increasing gun 
crime. 

AWDTUISOME 
llERE IS FOR MY 

There are limits, in my 
opinion, to legal gun 
ownership. Access 
should certainly be 
barred to those with a 
history of mental illness 
or to those with criminal 
convictions. In New Jer­
sey, we have the tough­
est gun laws in the na­
tion. But have we seen a 
significant drop in gun­
related crime? Not 

TOUR OF DUTY AT 
nlE MUSTANG RANC~ ... 
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A "Cut Above" The Rest! 
Introducing the new Gryphon M30Al 

A knife is only as good as the materials from which it's made, and from point to pommel, the 
new Gryphon M30Al is unsurpassed! It should be--it was designed by world famous knife 

maker Robert Terzuola. Absolutely no compromise has been made to bring you the M30A1--the 
finest combat knife money can buy. You will feel the quality of the M30A1 the first time you 
pick it up. It's produced by skilled craftsmen in Seki, Japan. Nestled in the mountains, Seki 
has been Japan's sword-making capital for centuries. 

The best blade money can buy 
The M30Al's razor-sharp 61/4" blade is made from ATS-34 steel, the choice of most 

premier custom knife makers in America--and what a blade it is! The massive full­
length tang extends to, and becomes part of, the lanyard hole for maximum strength. 
Each blade is double hollow-ground by hand, expertly sub-zero quenched and double 
tempered for added durability and edge retention. Each blade is Rockwell tested 
(Re 58-59) to assure perfection. The Rockwell test mark is clearly visible on the 
blade of each M30A1. But that's only the beginning. 

A handle you can hold onto 
Without a properly designed handle, your knife is next to worthless. The 

Gryphon M30A1 has a handle designed to fit anyone's hand comfortably. 
The handle is made from durable DuPont Zytel which has been UV and 
heat stabilized--the result, a handle that is impervious to the elements. 
You'll get a secure grip in any position because the handle is lightly 
checkered and slightly ridged for a positive, non-slip grip. The low top 
guard allows you to place your thumb on the back of the blade for 
maximum control and extra leverage when cutting. 

A sheath truly worthy of this knife 
A knife as fine as the Gryphon M30A1 deserves a superior 

sheath. Gryphon Knives realized the importance of a top-quality 
sheath and teamed up with renowned sheath-maker Blackie 
Collins to create something special. The result of Blackie's 
handicraft is a fantastic Cordura sheath, made specially for 
the Gryphon M30A1. It's stitched with heavy thread and 
quadruple-riveted. It's lined with a thick rubber welt to 
protect the user and the knife blade. And it's finished off 
with a sturdy snap closure which keeps your knife secure 
in its sheath. A Bianchi military-spec belt fastener is 
included for use with G.I. pistol belts. A handy leg tie-
down keeps the sheath doubly secure. 

An ironclad guarantee 
Each Gryphon knife is backed in full by an 

ironclad lifetime guarantee against defects. We 
know you'll love your Gryphon M30A1. But just 
in case you don't, we'll take it back, no 
questions asked. Just try it for 30 days. Use it. 
See how it performs for you. If you're not 
completely satisfied the Gryphon M30A1 is 
everything we claim, simply return it for a 
prompt, courteous refund. 

For fastest service, IZ I 
USA & CANADA Toll-Free Order Line [1U 1J 

call }.;1§.QQ:~.~J.:-J.?72 ~ 

t;\~GRYPHON 
·~KNIVES 

CRYPHON M30A 1 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Blade steel ........ ATS·l4 
Re hard ncss ........ 58·59 
Blade length ...... 6 I / 4" 

~~"!"j~~h~~~~~,~~ ::j}11[4" 
Weight, knife ..... 8.4 oz. 

~:1chil~ ~-~~~~-~ ::: t~~:~ 
--------~ 

Mail o rd er fo rm 0 

Yes, please rush me __ Gryphon M30A 1 combal knives@ 
$225 each. I undersland thal if I am not completely satisfied 

I may return my order within 30 days for a full refund. Please 
include the latest Cutlery Shoppe catalog with my order. 

Your Name 

Address 

City, State, Zip ___________ _ 

Daytime Phone ( __ ) 

D Check or Money Order enclosed (checks held 21 days) 

D Please charge my VISA, MASTERCARD or DISCOVER 

Credit card#-------------

Expiration date ___ _ 

Authorized s ignature _________ _ 

Mail to: Cutlery Shoppe Dept. SF 
5461 Kendall Stree t 
Boise, Idaho 83706-1248 

Ship ping & Handling: 
$5 to 48 states --$10 for C.0.D. (cash only-48 states) --$7 to P.O. 
Box, APO, FPO, AK, HJ, PR & VJ -- $10 to CANADA. Foreign 
o rde rs please call, write or fax for shipping costs. 



PALADIN 
PRESS 

:t 
A SPECIAL SUMMER 

DISCOUNT 

.. Take advantage of the "Special Summer Discount" on the order 
form and deduct 10% from any order of $40.00 or more! This 

offer is being extended to you, our valued customers. It is our way of 
saying, "Have a good summer!" ORDER NOW to take advantage of this 

opportunity! Offer ends August 31 , 1991. 

(Offer available to retail customers only.) 

GET 
EVEN 

·-
~211.!.)J.lli 

GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 

of Dirty Tr icks 
by George Hoyduke 

A hilarious overvtew of the methods 
peopl e use to get even with big 
business, government and enemies. 
More soph1st1cate and involved tricks 
are included, such as ones devised by 
CIA and Mafta members and political 
dirty tr icksters. Th ese dirty tricks 
ra nge from the si mple to the ela · 
borate. For entertainment only. 5 112 x 
8 1/2. hardcover, 208 pp. $19.95 

SCREW UNT O OTHERS 
Revenge Tactics 

for All Occ.lsions 
by George Hayrlukc 

Watch outt The Master Trickster 1s 
back with over 140 mischievous tac· 
tics custom-designed lo• that special 
someone who has m;ide your hfe 
miserable . Th is revenge manual 
shows how to use technology, ma­
nure. newspapers and f"'1ore to help 
yo u savor your vengeance' For 
entertainment onlyl 5 112 x 8 112. 
hardcover. 252 pp. $19.95 

LIVING IN TROUBLED l.ANl)S 
Bea ting the Terro rist Threa t 

Overseas 
hy Pat rick Cnl/in.fi 

Written by a CIA officer who spent his 
career planning and 1mplernent1ng 
secunty programs for Amer icans 
stationed abroad. th is 1s a com­
prehensive guide to reduci ng your 
vulnerability to terrorism. Improve the 
odds against you with tactics that have 
been pul to the test 1n some of the 
most dangerous areas of the world. 5 
1/2 x 8 112. sottcover. 192 pp. $15.00 

COMBAT AMMO OF 
TH E 21 st CENTURY 

f}y Duncm1 f~ong 
You don't have to be 1n uniform to face 
combat. Any armed encounter is com­
bat. This update of Combat Ammu­
nition : Everything You Need to 
Know shows you how to win these 
showdowns by selecting or making 
modern. fight·stopp1ng ammo - includ· 
ing .40 S& W, 1 Omm Auto. subsonic 
9mms. tracer rounds . uechette car· 
tridges and more. 8 1/2 x 11. sohcover. 
photos. illus .. 216 pp. $30.00 

HOW TO GET ANYTHI NG ON 
ANYBODY 

b y Let' Lapin 
Gel lhe goods on others wi th th is 
encyclopedia of advanced investi ­
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any targetl Info on lock-pick techno· 
logy. how polygraphs and voice lie 
detectors can be tricked and much 
more. including more than 100 
sources for spy equipment. 8 112 x 
11 , softcover. illus .. 272 pp. $30.00 
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CREDIT SECRETS 
H ow to Era se Bad Credit 

by Bob Hamm ond 
Solve your financial problems once 
and for all! These proven methods 
show how to eliminate debts and 
establish a perfect credit rat ing . 
Discover the inside tricks used by 
lawyers and professional credit 
consultants with this easy-to-follow 
program. 5 1 /2 x 8 112, softcover, 
80 pp. $12.00 

STREET LETHAL 
Unarmed Urban Comba t 

by Sammy Franco 
Want to survive a real streetfight? The 
fancy leaping kicks and pre-planned 
responses taught in traditional martial 
arts will not work on today's city 
slreets. Discover Contemporary Fight­
ing Arts. a hard-hitting combat system 
that ends streettights quickly. 5 1/2 x 8 
1/2, sottcover, photos. 192 pp. $15.95 

U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

by Glen K. Craig 
Paladin's new upcate of this classic 
best-seller gives you the in fo you 
need to stay alive and stay well in 
the field by showing how to treat all 
kinds of diseases and injuries. In a 
new compact form a t, this book 
gives yo u th e kn ow ledg e that 
makes the Special Forces medic so 
valuable. 4 1/2 x 7 1/4, weather­
proof sottcover, illus .. 608 pp. 

$19.95 

TO RIDE, SHOOT STRA IGHT 
AND SPEAK THE TRUTH 

by /eff Cooper 
Combat mind-set, proper sighting , 
tact ica l residential arch it ecture . 
nuclear war - these are some of the 
many subjects explored by Jeff 
Cooper in this illustrated anthology. 
The author discusses various arms, 
fighting skills and the importance of 
knowing how to defend oneself, and 
one·s honor, in our rapidly changing 
world. 5 1 /2 x 8 112, hardcover, lllus .. 
384 pp. $26.00 

RIGHTEOUS REVENGE 
Gelting Down to Getting Even 

by George Haytluke 
Have you got a score to settle with 
someone? George Hayduke and his 
merry band of pranksters are back 
with more than 100 all-new. devilishly 
delicious tricks designed to drive the 
bad guys to damnation and deliver the 
good guys from the grips of their 
tormentors. For entertainment pur· 
poses only! 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, hardcover. 
240 pp. $19.95 

WANTED 

~lllf~ 
IN S I INC T 

'-l'An 
l'OISO I NC --··.., 
I . . 

THE 
IRAQI ARMY -----c 
t)IH,:\'\!17:\llll:\! 

:\'.'. lll:\1 I Jt\ 

DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 

ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON MARTIAL ARTS . SU RVIVAL, MILITARY SCIENCE, 
WEAPONRY. REVENGE AND OTHER RELATED SUBJECTS. SEND A COPY OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT TO PALADIN PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307, BOULDER, COLORADO 80306. 
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KILLER INSTINCT 
Unarmed Combat 
for Street Survival 
by Sammy Franco 

To survive the violent streets of urban 
America. you must equip yourself 
with a vicious animal instinct. Tap into 
the mental. spiritual and physical 
components of Contemporary Fight· 
ing Arts, an advanced system of 
unarmed co mbat th at otters the 
modern warrior a brutal and efficierit 
arsenal. 5 1 /2 x 8 112. softcover, 
photos. illus., 112 pp. $1 5.00 

THE POWER OF 
POSITIVE REVENGE 
A Winner's Gu ide to 
Exacting Vengeance 
by Michael Connor 

More than just another revenge book, 
this is a breakthrough in vengeance! 
It harnesses the energy of negative 
thinking and tu rns it into positive 
revenge . The pr inciple of ~ every 
action has an equal and opposite 
reaction" can change your lite! For 
entertainment purposes only! 5 1 /2 x 
8 112. hardcover, 232 pp. $19.95 

FIELD KNIFE EVALUATIONS 
The Good, the Bad, and 

the Ugly of Hard-Use Knives 
b y ferry Younkins 

How does that blade you'd like to own 
measu re up when put to the test? 
Finally, here's a resource that tellz you 
- objectively. Younkins reveals how 
some of the best examples of hard­
use cutlery cut, whittled. chopped and 
chiseled in the field , then appraises 
them accordingly. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, sott­
cover, photos. illus .. 304 pp. $24.95 

LEAD POISONING 
25 True Stori es from th e 

Wrong End of a Gun 
by Chris PfouB 

Everyone, including you , runs the 
risk of being shot. either by intent or 
by accident. By reading what these 
shooting su rvivors have lo say 
about their experience - the 
preceding signs, the lessons 
lea rn ed - you ca n learn how to 
avoid a bullet in the first place. An 
extraordinary book. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
hardcover. 184 pp. $21.95 

THE IRAQI ARMY 
Organization and Tact ics 

From SCUD missle units to the elite 
Republican Guard, here's the most up­
to-date tact ical handbook on every 
aspect of the Iraqi army recent ly 
decimated by U.S.·led coalition forces 
during Operation Desert Storm. This 
manual provides valuable insight into 
the U.S. military's doctrine of quick and 
violent attack that will shape the face of 
modern warfare into the next century. 5 
1/2 x 8 1/2, soflcover. illus .. 192 pp. 

MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE 

$15.00 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
REVENGE & HUMOR 

Make 'em Pay! .................. . ............................... $ 19.95 
Your Revenge Is in \he Mail 
Revenge Book: The Chilling Sequel .. 
Forgive? Forget It! ................. . 
The Joy of Cold Revenge ................... . 
Get Even 2: More Dirty Tricks 

From the Master of Revenge .... 
B.S.ing: The Secrets of Success 

9.95 
. . . ... 10.00 

.. 19.95 
...... 10.00 

..... 19.95 

in the Business World.... . ......................... 12.00 
Techniques of Harassment... ............. 19.95 
Sweet Revenge: A Serious Guide to Retribution ...... 19.95 
Care & Feeding of Tenants....................................... 8.95 
Up Yours! Guide to Advanced Revenge Techniques 19.95 
Mad as Hell: A Master Tome of Revengemanship .... 19.95 
The Revenge Book ....... ................ .. 8.00 
Tenant's Revenge: How to Tame Your Landlord....... 9.95 
Kickass! More Mayhem From the Master of Malice .. 19.95 

PERSONAL FREEDOM & MONEY 

How to Hide Anything. .. $ 10.00 
Credit: The Cutting Edge... . ....................... 25.00 
DEA Stash and Hideout Handbook.. . ...... ......... 10.00 
Modern Weapons Caching ....................................... 14.00 
Privacy: How to Get It. How to Enjoy It ................... 18.95 
Sneak It Through...... . ............... 12.00 
Financial Investment Expertise: The Complete Guide 

to Terms. Definitions, and Winning Strategies ... 21.95 
Flimflam Man: How Con Games Work .. . .......... 17.95 
Electronic Fund Transfer Systems Fraud ....... 15.00 
Save Your License .......... ... . ........ 14.95 
The Armchair Millionaire ... . 10.95 
Disguise Techniques: Fool All of the People 

Some of the Time.. 8.00 
Computers: Crimes, Clues and Controls .................. 10.00 

ESPIONAGE & INVESTIGATIONS 

How to Avoid Electronic Eavesdropping 
and Privacy Invasion ....... $ 12.95 

Find 'em Fast: A Private Investigator's Workbook .... 12.00 
Undercover Operations: A Manual for the 

Private Investigator. 10.00 
Detective's Private Investigation Training Manual .... 14.95 
Obtaining Your Private Investigator's License.... 8.00 
Practical Guide for Private Investigators .. 12.00 
How to Investigate by Computer: 1990 .. . .......... 35.00 
SpyGame . . . ... 30.00 
CIA Flaps and Seals Manual.. 6.95 

WEAPONS 

AR-15/M 16 Super Systems .................... $ 19.95 
The CZ-75 Family: The Ultimate Combat Handgun ... 16.00 
The AR-15/M16: A Practical Guide ....... 16.95 
The Ruger .22 Automatic Pistol: 

Standard/Mark I/Mark It Series .......................... 12.00 
Combat Ammunition: Everything You Need to Know .24.95 
The Combat Shotgun and Submachine Gun: 

A Special Weapons Analysis ............................ 16.95 
Warsaw Pact Weapons Handbook....... . ........... 20.00 
Assault Pistols, Rifles and Submachine Guns . 21.95 
World's Deadliest Rimfire Battleguns ... 16.00 
The Shotgun in Combat ....................................... .. .. 10.00 
Shooting to Live ............ .................. . .......... 10.00 
Home Workshop Guns for Defense and Resistance: 

Vol. II. The Handgun..... . ............... 14.00 
The Lewis Gun ................................ 39.95 
The Complete Book of Combat Handgunning .......... 16.95 
The Mini-14: The Plinker, Hunter, Assault, 

and Everything Else Rifle ..... . ..... 10.00 
Streetsweepers: The Complete Book of 

Combat Shotguns... . .............. 17.95 
Automatics: Fast Firepower, Tactical Superiority ..... 18.00 
Sturm, Ruger 10/22 Rifle and .44 

Magnum Carbine.. . ......... 12.00 
The Fighting Rifle ........... . ............................. 16.95 

AUGUST 91 

ACTION CAREERS 

Expatriate's Employment Handbook ... . ............. $ 15.00 
Bail Enforcer ........ ................ . ............... 16.95 
Bounty Hunter .. . ............................... 12.00 
Keep 'em Alive ......... 12.00 
Roadrunners: Combat Journalists in Cambodia ...... 24.95 
Manual of the Mercenary Soldier: A Guide to 

Mercenary War, Money and Adventure ............ 24.95 
Dead Clients Don't Pay ................. 12.00 

MILITARY SCIENCE 

Patrolling and Tracking... .. $ 8.00 
Night Fighter's Handbook. ........ ...... ........ .. 10.00 
Long-Range Patrol Operations: Reconnaissance, 

Combat, and Special Operations .. 19.95 
Communications Equipment 

of the German Army: 1933-1945 ..... ................ 30.00 
Radio Equipment of the Third Reich: 1933-1945 ... .. 25.00 
Ranger Handbook ............................ . . ....... 10.00 
The German Assault Rifle: 1935-1945 ....... ........ 49.95 
Physical Training of the Soviet Soldier... 8.00 
African Mere Combat Manual.... . ........ 15.00 
How to Kill Tanks .. .. 8.00 
The Soviet Airborne Forces ... 8.00 
The Scout..... .. ........... ................ 6.00 
Special Forces Combat Firing Techniques ... 19.95 
Special Forces Air Operations ................. . ......... 15.00 
Special Forces Waterborne Operations ....... . ... 15.00 
De Oppresso Uber: The Illustrated History 

of the U.S. Army Special Forces . . .. . .. 29.95 
Special Forces Operational Techniques .. .. 17.95 

SURVIVAL 

Never Say Die: The Canadian Air Force 
Survival Manual.. . .............. $ 10.00 

Survivalist"s Medicine Chest..... . ......... .. 10.00 
Aircrew Survival .............................. ...... ................... 14.00 
Ragnar's Ten Best Traps ........................................ 10.00 
Survival: A Manual That Could Save Your Lile ......... 16.00 
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FLAK 

REPLY TO "STUCK" ..• 
I would like to respond to the writer 

of "Stuck at home" in the June '91 
issue of SOF. Let me say that while the 
writer's eagerness to serve in the Gulf 
is commendable, his sour grapes 
are not. 

The Army (and other services) had 
certain requirements to fill and (fortu­
nately) had enough units to fill them. 
Not everyone gets a chance to be a 
hero. Those National Guard units that 
went did exactly the same thing the 
Regular Army did: follow orders and go 
where they were sent. 

The mission of the Guard is what­
ever the policy makers say it is. Cur­
rently, that mission is not limited to 
replacing Regular units in garrison 
duty. 

I now have 16 years in the military 
- four in the Coast Guard and 12 in 
the Army National Guard. If I am ever 
called, I will do the best job I can; if I am 
never called, I will do my best to train 
those who follow me so they'll be ready 
if they get called. 

What I won't ·do is complain about 
unfairness when I can be accomplish­
ing my mission. 

Capt. Dennis P. Morehouse 
Oregon Army National Guard 
Roseburg, Oregon 
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BUNGLED VAKA ... 
On page 29 in your June '91 issue, 

in the story titled "Tigers In Paradise," 
there is a photo of a vehicle with a 
caption that reads, in part, " ... Soviet­
built armored car known locally as a 
Vaka." 

In fairness, the photo is not taken 
from the most advantageous angle 
and people in the vicinity partially 
obscure the vehicle. Nonetheless, the 
caption is incorrect. 

The vehicle in the photo is actually a 
British Alvis (now British Leyland) Sar­
acen armored personnel carrier. The 
Saracen was built in Britain in the 
1950s-1 960s; a companion vehicle 
built on the same chassis was the 
Saladin armored car, mounting a 
76mm gun. Both vehicles saw exten­
sive service with the British army in 
various parts of the world. 

Lt. Col. G. Davidson Smith 
Royal Canadian Dragoons (Ret.) 
Ottawa, Canada 

SOF received two letters (the other 
from Barry Nelson) about our Yaka 
misidentification. We apologize for the 
mistake, and will use more care in 
making future identifications. 

CARE FOR COASTIES ... 
Congratulations on the fine article, 

"Piranha Patrol" [June '91]. It is not 
often that the Coast Guard receives 

recognition for the more interesting 
aspects of its duties. The Drug Interdic­
tion Assist Team (DIAT) program must 
be one of our nation's best-kept se­
crets ; I have talked to many active-duty 
Coast Guardsmen who do not even 
know of its existence. 

What international publication other 
than SOF would care about a few 
Coasties earning their pay? Keep up 
the good work. 

Lt. J.L. Echols 
U.S. Coast Guard (Rel.) 
Satellite Beach, Florida 

DANGEROUS IGNORANCE ... 
I am a senior at a university in 

Brooklyn, New York, and I need to 
write to air out some frustrations. My 
speech class recently had a debate, 
the topic of which was: "Do people 
have the right to own firearms?" A 
colleague and I debated in the affirma­
tive; three others debated that people 
do not have the right to own firearms. 

More than anything else, the debate 
showed how supremely ignorant anti­
gunners are of the gun issue. But it 
didn't end there. We continued the 
debate outside of class, and I began to 
realize how pompous and hypocritical 
these anti-gun people are. One of 
them, who is a good friend despite our 
opposing views, was offered a gun 
magazine to read so he could see how 
"the other side" views the issue. He 
derided the idea and said he was so 
anti-guns, he wouldn't read it. 

When I mentioned a Flak letter in the 
December 1989 issue of SOF about a 
woman who was raped after she sur­
rendered her weapons, he claimed it 
was forged! These people have been 
brainwashed into thinking that when­
ever someone is shot, a fascist outcry 
to ban everything from law-abiding 
citizens must follow. 

Despite the fact that an incredible 
majority of shootings can be traced to 
illegal sources (remember, I'm in New 
York), they want no one aside from the 
police to own guns. The idea of a 
citizen protecting himself from thugs is 
completely lost on them. 

I subscribe to Time and the New 
York Times, as well as SOF, to balance 
the information I receive. I think that if 
people are going to be so vehemently 
against something, they should first 
know what the hell they're talking 
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FLAK 
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I SURVIVED 
OPERATION 

DESERT STORM 
about, which the anti-gunners do not. 

One last thing: I enjoy your maga­
zine mostly for its informative and 
intriguing foreign war coverage - you 
people are providing us an invaluable 
service by reporting on these "forgot­
ten" conflicts . 

Jerry Park 
Brooklyn, New York 

REGISTER YOUR ROCK ... 
I recently read an article in Parade 

magazine by Jack Anderson . In the 
story, Jack was assaulted and mugged 
by a man wielding a 3-foot-long pipe . I 
think Jack was right by suggesting we 
license pipes and have a seven-day 
waiting period before one can be 
purchased from the plumbing store. 

Blame the weapon you are attacked 
with; not the criminal using it. In the 
Bible, Cain killed Abel with a rock. 

"\guess this is the only place left for us to settle." 
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Maybe we could take care of the 
unemployment problem by numbering 
and registering all rocks . Also, more 
people have been killed in automobile 
accidents in our country than in all of 
the wars we have been involved in. But 
the slaughter goes on . Bernard Goetz 
was attacked by youths with sharp­
ened screwdrivers .. . 

Shall I go on, or does anyone else 
see the big picture? 

Siegfried J. Pinchut 
Garden Grove, California 

WHATIZIT? ... 
Please refer to the article titled 

"Target Saddam" in your March '91 
issue. The article was very interesting 
and timely to artillerymen ; I have a 
problem, however, with the semantics 
used relating to weapons in the story. 

A "howitzer" used to be a short­
barreled, high-angle, plunging-fire, rel­
atively low-velocity cannon as com­
pared to a "gun," which had a higher 
velocity, longer range and flatter 
trajectory. 

My earliest experience with these 
weapons was 56 years ago with the old 
Coast Artillery, when I was a range 
officer on a 155mm GPF of French 
descent. Our group took over from the 
12th Marine Defense Battalion in the 
Russell Islands. 

The old 155mm GPF was a very 
accurate weapon, excellent for harbor 

defense. Our needs and interests at 
Russell, however, were primarily anti­
aircraft, for which we had various 
weapons to choose from. 

My question: Is the weapon on page 
50 of "Target Saddam" considered to 
be a "howitzer"? The barrel looks far 
too long, i.e., more like the old "gun." 
Please clarify. 

Col. James H. Jensen 
AUS (Ret.) 
San Mateo, California 

The weapon in the article is officially 
classified as a 155mm howitzer M198, 
although its maximum range (with the 
same weight of projectile) is about the 
same as the old 155mm guns M1 and 
M2 (now called M59) of World War II 
fame that replaced the 155mm GPFs. 
The self-propelled version of the 
155mm howitzer and the 8-inch howit­
zer have also gone to long-barreled 
forms with "gun" type ranges. 

In short, the distinction between 
"gun" and "howitzer" has become very 
indistinct. Still, even the latter-day 
howitzers have the capability of high­
angle fire and variable charges. -Alex 
McColl 

DIRTY IN THE DESERT ... 
I am a U.S. Army tanker who served 

in Operation Desert Storm. I am writing 
to you regarding media coverage of the 
war. Almost everything shown was of 
the "pretty" side of the war. 

Units like the 82nd and 101 st Air­
borne, 24th Mech. and the Marines 
were all that was ever seen or heard of 
in the media. I am a member of the 
most powerful unit in the world, the 
Spearhead 3rd Armored Division . But 
we received little or no media cover­
age. We didn't live the "pretty" life like 
many in the Rapid Deployment Forces. 
We lived down and dirty in the desert. 
We didn't have fancy desert uniforms; 
we were the "men in green." 

We need no sympathy; just recogni­
tion like the other units got. We are all 
proud Americans who served our 
country until the end. Spearhead! 

Cpl. Matt Green 
3rd Armored Cavalry 

Something on your mind? Write and 
tell us about it. We reserve the right 
to edit. Send letters to: FLAK, c/o 
SOF, PO Box 693, Boulder CO 80306~ 
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BATTLE BLADES 
by Greg Walker 

The Parrish Survivor went south in 1983 
after being spotted by Green Berets 
needing a rugged, multipurpose field knife 
at a reasonable price. A superior design 
featuring Parrish's unique triple-tooth saw, 
the Survivor remains available for $225, 
making it one of the best custom cutlery 
buys on the market. Photo: RP Knives 

SOF's involvement with knives has 
been a long one. It began in 1975 
when we published the David Steele 
classic, "Underwater Knife Fighting 
Techniques, " and has continued ever 
since. 

Over the years SOF has introduced, 
evaluated, reviewed and promoted an 
impressive array of combat blades. As 
retired Colonel Rex Applegate com­
mented, "The kinds of bladed weap­
ons encountered may vary from the 
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common pen 
knife to the 
World War 
fighting knife , 
complete with 
brass knuckles. 

" The razor , 
the popular 
hunting knife , 
knives with re­
tracting or snap­
out blades, the 
standard pocket 
knife, the kitch­
en or butcher 
knife, or the real 
fighting knife -
may be em­
ployed in an as­
sau It. All are 
dangerous and 
can inflict seri­
ous wounds; 
but some are 
more to be 

feared than others." SO F's forays into 
the world of edged weaponry has 
indeed reflected this thought. 

In April 1991 , Bob Brown and I met 
to discuss SOF's long-dormant cutlery 
column . "You can't undermine the 
value of a good knife, " Brown said . 
"That's why my magazine has always 
tried to service our readers' interest in 
the field." After two days of talks, SOF 
is pleased to announce the rebirth of 
Battle Blades. 

As per Soldier of Fortune tradition, 
we will shoot from the hip, and shoot 
straight when talking about blade 
ware. Parallel to this philosophy is my 
intention to present viable, factual , 
up-to-date information on the many 
forms of blade ware available today. 

There will be no destruction testing 
for the simple reason that I can break 

Parrish Survivor 

any knife given the proper setting and 
tools. There will be no knives evalu­
ated or announced in SOF which are 
previously known to perform at less 
than their advertised levels. 

In short, we'll be looking at on ly the 
best to begin with so as not to waste 
your time and money when searching 
for that perfect "silent partner. " 

RP Knives: Parrish Survivor 

It was in early 1984 when 
examined my first Parrish Survivor, 
purchased by a friend while the two of 
us were serving with Special Forces. It 
was an impressive looking knife and its 
field performance in Panama's triple­
canopy jungles was attested to by its 
owner. For $225 I thought he'd gotten 
a heck of a deal. 

My own Survivor has been a 
constant companion since 1986. Made 
in June of 1985, it was the 487th such 
knife out of 1 ,000 delivered to date. 
Bear in mind that 1,000 knives of any 
particular model translates as a 
superbly successfu l project. Given 
Parrish is a custom knifemaker , 
spending roughly 10 hours on each 
Survivor's fabrication from start to 
finish , this is an impressive testament 
to the knife's popularity. 

" Most have gone to Special 
Operations personnel, although quite 
a few are being bought by guys in the 
French Foreign Legion. I know of at 
least three that were deployed to 
Desert Storm; their owners were a 
pilot, a Green Beret and a paratrooper 
from the 82nd Airborne." In addition, 
Parrish sold a small number of this 
model to a Special Operations unit 
which issues them for spec if ic 
missions. A source wishing to remain 
unidentified said these knives were 
most likely deployed to the Gulf during 
Desert Shield. 

The Survivor's 8-inch blade is 
formed using the stock removal 
method of knife-making. This means 
that it is ground by hand from a billet of 
steel as opposed to being forged or 
stamped. Considering the intended 
use of the knife as a field tool, the 
selection of 440 C stainless steel is a 
good one as it is a respected standard 
in the industry, possessing high carbon 
content (0.95 to 1.2%) as well as 
chromium level (16 to 18%). 

Parrish developed the unique triple-
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Keep the Pride Alive! 

Remember 
Desert Storm 
A Timely Reminder 
Time marches on, but this beautiful wall clock 
reminds everyone who sees it of our troops' victory 
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SO F's 
"OPERATION 

DESERT 
STORM" 
PHOTO 

CONTEST 
A lot of shots were fired in 
the Persian Gulf War, 
many with a camera. SOF 
magazine will be offering 
some serious prizes for 
your best photographs, ei­
ther black and white or 
color. Photographs can be 
of anything, but action 
shots probably will be 
judged higher than others. 
Also, feel free to submit 
any stories of the media or 
other strange things you 
may have seen in the 
Gulf. 

Prizes are as follows: 

Grand Prize 
$1,000 plus a 1-year 
subscription to SOF 

2nd Place 
$500 plus a 1-year subscription 

to SOF 

3rd Place 
$250 plus a 1-year subscription 

to SOF 

4th Place 
$100 plus a 1-year subscription 

toSOF 

5th-30th Place 
1-year subscription to SOF 

Send your best work to: 
SOF Photo Contest, PO 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. Appropriately, win­
ners will be chosen on 2 
August 1991 - exactly 
one year after The Mother 
Of All Screw Ups began. 
Please print name and address on back 
of all photos to expedite return. 
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tooth saw which measures 4 3/4-
inches along the blade's 1/4-inch-thick 
back. An aggressive pattern, it cleans 
itself while employed, and I have never 
experienced disappointment while 
having to utilize it as a saw. Equally, 
this feature rips canvas, rubber, thin 
plastics and cloth with ease. Use the 
proper, edged tool for the task and 
save yourself time, energy and 
possible injury. 

The cutting edge is applied at 
roughly an 18-degree angle and is 
wonderfully durable. I've gone for as 
long as a week before having to hone 
my knife, and then I use a DMT 
diamond hone (fine) which brings the 
edge back up in less than 30 seconds. 

I have long preferred the spear point 
as a design feature on survival knives, 
and Parrish 's is both carefully 
executed and strong enough to 
withstand prying, twisting and 
moderate bending employments. 
(Note: Parrish fully sharpens the broad 
tip 's false edge, which allows for 
excellent penetration and a secondary 
cutting edge.) 

The hollow handle is formed from 
304 stainless steel, as is the hefty 
double guard . This is one of the best 
such steels for working blade ware 
fixtures and is seen extensively on 
those knives coming from respected 
custom makers. Bonded to the blade 
using a two-part process, this is one 
survival knife which defies breakage at 
this critical juncture. 

There is a 3 1/2-inch deep 
compartment available for 72-hour 
survival items (matches, aspirin, water 
purification tables), this sealed by a flat 
butt cap using an 0-ring made from a 
synthetic rubber called Buna-N. In 
more than five years of use I have yet 
to encounter moisture contamination 
of the compartment when properly 
closed. 

The Survivor's metal handle is 
knurled for greater grip retention, and 
Parrish provides a synthetic slip-over 
like those used on police riot batons for 
further insulation/retention in cold 
climates or around a water 
environment. 

Criticism about metal-handled 
knives centers around one's hand 
possibly freezing to such a material 
during use. Having lived and hunted in 
Alaska, my only comment is that smart 
people wear gloves under these 
conditions, and know enough not to 
touch an exposed metal surface of any 
kind when outdoors. 

Further , co ld hands become 
inoperable under harsh temperatures 
- so much so that working with an 
implement becomes impossible as the 
degree of exposure escalates. 

As for weight, I don't find the 
Survivor to be cumbersome in the 
least. · It is blade-heavy , which 

"The RP Survivor is the best metal-cutting 
saw I have tested .. . Parrish's knife is for 
real. " Tony Tocci's observations came from 
this talented cutlery writer's in-depth testing 
of a number of survival knives for Knives 
Illustrated in 1989. What makes it work so 
well is Robert Parrish's exclusive triple­
tooth pattern. Photo: RP Knives 

accounts for its tremendous chopping 
capability. 

Parrish provides both a leather and 
a black Cordura sheath for the Survivor 
- the customer's choice. I prefer the 
leather format as it is strongly stitched 
and riveted, offering a durable outer 
pocket for storage concerns and a 
sturdy strap 'n strap arrangement 
which is more than effective as a 
security system. 

Both sheath packages are designed 
to fit the standard-width military pistol 
belt. I seldom use a leg tie-down cord 
as all such systems restrict leg 
movement. At the same time, I have 
tied the sheath down prior to parachute 
operations to prevent the scabbard 
from flapping around during exit from 
the aircraft. This also holds true when 
involved in cast and recovery 
operations when performing coastal/ 
riverine missions. 

My observations on the Survivor 
center on its admirable workmanship 
and sound design. Robert Parrish has 
been a knifemaker for 20 years and 
he's learned his lessons well . Number 
487 has been with me a long time and 
has seen both field and urban activity. 
I have no complaints about its 
performance. 

Of notable interest is Parrish 's 
pricing, held at $225 despite economic 
winds of whim which have seen 
custom knife prices soar. There is a 
six-month waiting period , but no 
deposit is required to order. A catalog 
is available for $2, and I advocate 
getting one as Parrish does a number 
of both working and art knives which 
are impressive. 

If you're looking for a rugged, well­
made knife with the features we've 
discussed, look no further than Robert 
Parrish . 

Greg Walker is a former Specia l 
Forces sergeant who served in Latin 
America. He is currently executive 
editor of Fighting Knives magazine and 
is a long-standing member of the 
Special Operations Association.~ 
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Grab an Adrenaline Rush, 
Come to the SOF Convention 
Where else can you enjoy yourself so thoroughly 

with people who really know how to rock 'n' roll? Join us 
for the contests, weaponry, and good times that give you 

both fun and an oppor­
tunity to enhance your 
knowledge and abili­
ties. You work hard, 
and you deserve time 
to play hard, too, espe­
cially when enjoying 
yourself builds your 
skills and knowledge. 

• Battle of the Blades. Test of your wits and eye­
hand coordination in this challenging match. Show your 
skill in using an 8-inch knife to perform 10 feats. Warning: 
Not for the weak at heart. Even 
if you're fit, this event will test 
your stamina. Included free 
only for the first 200 conven­
tioneers who pre-register by 
Aug. 16, 1991. 

• Pugll Sticks and Other 
Competitive Matches. Pre­

Action with a Purpose 
1991 SOF Convention/EXPO 

pare now for these tough matches. Run, pump, sweat, 
and get into shape so you can compete for cash prizes. 
Your body will thank you - so might your wallet. 

• EXPO. Stay informed on the latest in weaponry, 
ammo, and merchandise. Nearly 200 exhibitors will bring 
their finest gear for your ex­
amination. Runs Fri., Sat., 
and Sun. Free admission to 
registered conventioneers. 

• Seminars.Dramatic 
facts from men who've been 
there. Men who will tell you 
truth of what they've seen. 
You won't learn this info any­
where else. An outstanding 
SOF Convention event. 

• Firepower Demo. 
These exotic, big weapons 
will speak to you on a gut 
level. 

• The Famous 3-Gun 
International World Cham­
plonsh Ip Match. Desert 

Sportsman's Rifle Club. Sept. 17-21. Over $50,000 in 
prizes. Prestige and great prizes for expert shooters­
and those who aspire to be. 

• Camaraderie. Catch up with old friends. Make 
new contacts. 

• Special Events. Don't miss your opportu­
nity to participate in these exciting events! Each 
requires special registration and fee. Pre-regis­
tered conventioneers will receive by mail com­
plete details on event description and fee. 
Pistol Match at The Gun Store. Desert Storm 
Combat Rifle Marksmanship Training : 
taught by the Martial Marksmanship Institute. 
Combat Medicine Workshop : practical 
hands-on training. Military Knife Fighting. 
NRA Instructor Course. Plus many more 
events. 

Early Registration Special.. ... $99 
(Until Friday, Aug. 16, 1991. After Aug. 16 ..... $125) 

Battle of the Blades included only to first 200 
who pre-register. No exceptions. 

(Battle of the Blades sponsored by Al Mar Knives) 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine's 12th Annual Convention & EXPO 
Sept. 18 - 22, 1991, Sahara Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada 
Pre-register now by sending $99 (Before August 16, 1991) with registration card to: 
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SOF Convention, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306 (Phone 303 449-3750, FAX 303 444-5617) 
Sahara Hotel room reservation is $65 single or double plus tax. 

Call Hotel 1-800-634-6666 and identify yourself as an SOF Conventioneer for this special room rate. 
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WORLD SITREP 
AFGHANISTAN 

BURMA 
Fighting on two fronts along Thai border: in hills opposite Mae 
Sariang at Phaw Hta between government and Karens/dissident 
students. Second front between Thai troops and druggies: 
backed by Burmese government, druggies from Wa hill 
tribesmen (formerly with defunct Communist Party of Burma) 
getting it on with Thais and drug warlord Khun Sa at same time. 

BANGLADESH 
Up to 300,000 
feared dead in after­
math of cyclone 
and floods. 

Khost fallen - on to Gardez, 
capital of Paktia. Regime hit Asad­
abad three weeks later with 
Scuds, claims Paks helped in 
Khost offensrve; Islamabad says 
no. Is Khost domino or bargaining 
chip? 

CAMBODIA 
Government asks international community 
for a million tons of rice to make up for 
shortages caused by drought and disloca­
tion of 150,000 rice-growing peasants 
during harvest season. 

COLOMBIA 
Haggling with guerrillas over 
site for proposed discussions 
of proposed peace talks. 

EGYPT 
Will buy 46 Turkish-built F-16 fighters 
for $1 .6 billion - financed by U.S. 
military loans. 

EL SALVADOR 
Leftist guerrillas claim army deliberately killed 
nephew of Nicaraguan President Chamorro 
and 13 other rebels in ambush. 

ETHIOPIA 
Americans evacuate as rebels 
close on Mdis Ababa. 

GERMANY 
Asks for U.S. business 
participation to help re­
build industry in eastern 
Germany. HUNGARY 

GREECE 
Expelling 200 Palestini­
ans in wake of bomb 
that killed 20 people, 
including the Palestinian 
carrying it. 

Negotiating bilateral treaty with USSR to 
replace former military bonds; new treaty 
not to exclude possibility of joining other 
countries - even Western nations - in 
other pacts . .. Suzuki of Japan to build 
joint-venture hatchback car here. 

HONDURAS 
.Accused U.S. of violating national sover­
eignty after they busted a narcotraficante 
plane that turned out to be part of a DEA 
setup. 
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JAPAN 
Six navy vessels (four mine 
sweepers, supply ship, support 
ship) working Gulf waters; esti­
mates are multinational forces 
have another four months to go 
to clean up mines. 

LAOS 
As Lao People's Revolutionary Party 
(LPRP) meets, politburo gets reshuf­
fled; four dropped so far. 

LEBANON 
Seventeenth annrversary of civil war that has 
killed an estimated 150,000. Quiet for now. 

LESOTHO 
Coup by army officers - second in five 
years - disposed military ruler Justin 
Lekhanya. 
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YUGOSLAVIA 
Armed Serbs fighting Croatian po­
lice, many killed on both sides ... 
Croatian vice president's helicopter 
fired upon .. . 700,000 workers went 
on strike in Serbia, demanding four­
months back wages. 

LUXEMBOURG 
All 12 European Community leaders 
call for an international tribunal to try 
Saddam Hussein for war crimes, 
atrocities, genocide. 

MONGOLIA 
Soviet forces nearly gone. Improving rela­
tions with PRC allow cutting of forces, 
much military equipment on the block. PRC 
interested in squadron of Mi-24 Hind 
choppers - older models, but of interest 
to PRC to upgrade their chopper capability 
and manufacturing expertise. 
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VIETNAM 
To improve image, wipe 
out corruption, communist 
party has purged some 
78,200 members. 

NIGERIA 

USSR 
Senior military officials say army on 18-month 
countdown to disintegration; troops restive over 
slow depoliticization - in 1985 there were 600 
draft evaders, in 1990: 30,000 ... Gorbachev asks 
Washington for another $500 million in credit (in 
addition to $1 billion granted in December) to buy 
com and other commodities ... Snow Brand Milk 
Products of Japan suspends shipments of baby 
formula until Sovs settle their bill ... Paratroops 
airlifted to Yerevan, Armenia, when fighting along 
Armenian-Azerbaijan border killed 36. 

SWITZERLAND 
The 30,000 holders of anonymous bank 
accounts, mostly foreign, will have to start 
registering 1 July 1991 . Swiss officials cite 
problems over deposits of illegal money. 

SYRIA 
Buying Chinese M-9 sur­
face-to-surface rockets 
with 375-mile range. 

SINGAPORE 
Army commandos stormed hi­
jacked Singapore Airlines Airbus, 
took out four Pakistani hijackers, 
released 114 passengers un­
harmed. 

PHILIPPINES 
Road construction projects on 
Luzon, critical for development of 
agriculture, being hampered by NPA, 
who fear loss of sanctuary. 

PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC 
OFCHIHA 

Massive security operations in attempt to stem 
fighting between Christians and Moslems. 

Buying 24 Su-27 ground­
attack aircraft from Soviets for 
$700 million and negotiating 
with Iran for the Su-22 and 
MiG-29 fighters, plus Su-24 
and Su-25 ground-attack 
planes fiown there by Iraqis; 
PRC wants to swap tanks, 
artillery, other ground-force 
weapons, possibly M-class 
tactical missiles if international 
community doesn't object 
too strongly .. . Food prices 
raised "to curb waste." 

HORTH KOREA 
that 12 

more than 100,000 

PAPUA HEW GUINEA 
Teetering on anarchy; government instigating program to stop violent crime wave 
- curfews, more cops, more prosecutors, more jails. Critics suggest government 
attack crime in government first. 
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Rates of Fi re 
Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 

THE "cyclic rate" of a machine gun is 
defined as the theoretical maximum 
rate of fire of the weapon operated 
continuously with an infinite supply of 
ammunition, disregarding the require­
ment to change magazines or belts. It 
is always expressed in rounds per 
minute (RPM) . Who cares? 

Everyone from the designer to the 
end user should care as the cyclic rate 
affects everything from hit probability 
to component life. A wide range of 
factors affect a machine gun's cyclic 
rate. Some of the most important are 
the method of operation (gas, recoil, 
retarded or pure, unlocked blowback), 
the mass of the reciprocating parts, 
port pressure (in gas-operated weap­
ons), ammunition, fouling, buffers, re­
coil springs, magazine stripping pres­
sure, belt load, atmospheric conditions 
and lubrication. 

Cyclic rates on blowback-operated 
submachine guns can be adjusted by 
increasing or decreasing the mass of 
the bolt group. The cyclic rate of the 
M1921 Thompson submachine gun 
was lowered from 800 rpm to 600 rpm 
on the M1928 version by means of a 
heavier actuator. 

Reducing the port pressure on a 
gas-operated machine gun by dimin­
ishing the amount of gas permitted to 
reach the piston will lower the cyclic 
rate, but all too often decreases the 
reliability . Increased fouling will work to 
the same end. 

High pressure ammunition and ex­
treme heat will increase cyclic rates 
somewhat. An increase in the ambient 
temperature will raise a bullet's muzzle 
velocity at the rate of approximately 1 
1/2 feet per second (fps) per degree 
Fahrenheit and this will result in higher 
cyclic rates. Lubricants will also slightly 
increase cyclic rates, that is until they 
trap enough debris to increase the 
coefficient of friction of the reciprocat­
ing parts, at which time the cyclic rate 
will start to go down. 

Weak recoil springs with low force 
constants will generally lower the cyclic 
rate. Stronger springs will increase 
rates of fire up to a point. If the recoil 
spring is too stiff, the bolt group will be 
unable to complete its rearward travel 
and the resulting "short cycle" will 
either cause a runaway or a failure to 
feed. Buffers of various types can also 
be employed to moderate cyclic rates 
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and increase compon­
ent life. 

Added to this compli­
cated set of parameters is 
the fact that manufacturers 
frequently fudge about the 
cyclic rate in their specifica­
tions tables, as they are 
acutely aware that high cy­
clic rates generally de­
crease the hit probability of 
shoulder-fired weapons. A 
classic case in point is the 
Mini-UZI. IMI claims this 
worthless little bullet hose 
has a cyclic rate of 900 rpm . 
In truth, it's in excess of 
1,200 rpm. 

How can you determine 
the actual cyclic rate of a 
given machine gun and am­
munition combination? 
What effect does the type 
and amount of lubrication 
you're using have on your 
weapon 's cyclic rate? How 
does an environment like 
the Lower Sonoran Desert 
affect a submachine gun's rate of fire? 
Does the length of a free-hanging belt 
significantly affect the cyclic rate? Do 
you need to increase maintenance 
intervals? 

Until now, unless you were prepared 
for a megabucks investment, there 
was no answer to these questions. 
Practical Applied Computer Technol­
ogy Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 531525, 
Grand Prairie, TX 75053; phone 1-
800-722-8462) is justifiably well-known 
in IPSC and reloader circles for their 
PACT™ MKlll Championship Timer/ 
Chronograph . At no extra cost, they 
have just added a cyclic rate counter 
option to the PACT MKlll. 

Measuring only 5 inches wide by 5 
1 /4 inches long by 2 1 /4 inches thick 
and weighing just 16 ounces, the 
PACT MKlll timer is self-contained, 
except for the optional chronograph 
detector screens and infrared printer. 
Powered by a 9-volt battery, a belt clip 
on the rear permits operation by the 
shooter himself. A microphone and the 
membrane-type keypad that controls 
all functions are located on top of the 
unit. At the rear are the on/off switch, 
input jacks for the chronograph sky­
screens and other more complex func­
tions and an infrared beam projector 

FULL AUTO 

M3 "Grease Gun" chugs away at only 405 
rpm. Shooter determines the cyclic rate of 
his full auto weapon and ammo combination 
with PACT™ MKlll attached to his side with 
belt clip. 

for the cordless printer. A 32-character 
liquid crystal display on the front pro­
vides the required information. 

The PACT MKlll timer reads in 
thousands of a second and will hear 
shots that are as close as .03 seconds 
apart. That's the equivalent of 2,000 
rpm, which will cover most full auto 
weapons with the exception of esoter­
ica like the Heckler & Koch VP70, 
which fires three-shot bursts at the rate 
of 2,200 rpm. In any event, the VP70's 
three-shot string does not give enough 
data points at .001 second resolution 
for an accurate reading. To maximize 
the accuracy of the results, the meas­
ured burst should contain at least 20 
shots. 

To use the PACT MKlll timer for this 
purpose, first turn the unit on and wait 
for the screen to display "TIMER COM­
MAND:" Then push the "SET/MENU" 
key twice and the display will read 
"SWITCH TO FULL AUTO?" Push the 
"PRT YES" key and the screen will 
read "FULL AUTO COMMAND:" Push 
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COUNTERFEIT GUNS 
FULL·SIZE WORKING REPLICA MODELS 
They're realistic. These classic models look, weigh, feel 
and handle like the expensive originals. Metal parts are 
hand assembled; you can spin the cylinders, work the 
slide action & release the clips. Completely Safe 

NON-FIRING - DELIVERED FULLY ASSEMBLED 

Slide, safeties & action 
work like original. Can be 
disassembled. Over 32 metal 
parts. Lgth. 9.5". Wt. 2.5 lbs. 
*#01·300 (Standard Rnish) .. .. $107PPD 
*#01·300S (Nickel Finish) ........ . $119PPD 

WWII 
Dagger 
• { ~ 

German Diplomatic Dress. Lgth. 15". Wt. 1 lb. 
#22·4042 ......................... ......... .... .......... ... ..... SSOPPD 

M92 
Military 
Slide, trigger & clip work. Can 
be partially disassembled. 
Lgth. 8.5" Wt. 3 lbs. 

*#22·1254 .............. .. ......... .. . $102PPD 

1873 
Peacemaker 
Single action 

works like original, w/wood 
grips. Can be partially 

disassembled. Lgth. 11 .5". Wt. 2 lbs. 
#22·1186/G ................. $66PPD Q., 

U.S. Marshal's Badge 
Made from original dies. 

'Otl'Utr ~ 
,, US. 
'lfJIRSllf>-\. 0 #14·711 ......... .. ............... ..... .. $14PPD 

u 

1860 
Army Revolver 

Action works like original, 
w/wood grips. Can be partially 

disassembled. Lgth. 13". Wt. 2.1 lbs. 

#22· 1083/l ....... ..... .. $70PPD 

Letter Opener 
Minature detailed Civil War Sabre. Lgth. 8.5" 

#22·3005 ... .. .. ......... .. ... .. .. .... ..... ....... .... ... ... .. ... $15PPD 

GATLING 
GUN 

Hand Crank 

A classic 1/sth scale 
limited edition, w/ metal movable parts. 

#22·411 .. .. ... .. ........... .................. .... $159PPD r.--------------------, 
I 

COLLECTOR'S ARMOURY, Dept. SO * sold wtorange 1 

P 0 B 59 Al d . VA 22313 plug. Nol sold to 1 I . . ox ' exan na, Cali! . excepl tor 

I Send O Free Color Catalog theatrical use. 1 

O Money Order D Check Enclosed D Dealer Information I 
I Credit Card Orders-Call Tait Free 1 (800) 544-3456, ext. 515 : 

I Name: I 
I Address: I 
I City/St1te/Zip: I 
L - - - - - . Money Bick (Leu Postage} II Nol S1llslled- - - - __ .J 
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"GO" and fire when ready. When the 
burst is complete push "RVW" (Re­
view) and the cyclic rate will appear on 
the screen. 

If you want to save this information, 
you'll need the cordless infrared printer 
(manufactured by Hewlett Packard 
and powered by four AA batteries). 
Simply turn the printer on and position 
it so that it can pick up the infrared 
beam at the rear of the PACT MKlll 
timer. Then push the "PAT YES" key 
on the timer and the cyclic rate, shot 
number, interval between each shot 
and the cumulative time interval will 
print out on thermal paper. 

We tested the PACT MKlll timer with 
a caliber .45 ACP M3 "Grease Gun" 
SMG; a belt-fed , caliber 5.56x45mm 
NATO, Stoner 63A machine gun; a 
World War I-vintage caliber .303 British 
Vickers, water-cooled me­
dium machine gun and a 
Model 1893 Gatling gun. 
The ambient temperature 
was 65 degrees Fahren­
heit. We fired four 20-round 
bursts, using Black Hills 
230-grain FMJ, through the 
M3. Most sources give the 
M3's cyclic rate as 350 to 
450 rpm . Our test specimen 
averaged 405 rpm, vali ­
dating its reputation as the slow mover 
of submachine guns and indicating 
why no selector lever was ever re­
quired . As spongy as its trigger is, even 
the rankest amateur can tick off single 
shots with this 8-pound cake 
decorator. 

Firing the Stoner 63A at the lowest, 
middle and highest gas regulator set­
tings provided even more interesting 
information. Twenty-round, free­
hanging belts of PMC M193-type ball 
ammunition were used. The cyclic 
rates attained were 715, 830 and 860 
rpm, respectively. At 715 rpm , th is 
weapon 's reliability will be no better 
than marginal and the middle gas 
regulator position should always be 
used except after long periods of firing 
without maintenance when heavy foul­
ing induces sluggish operation. At that 
time, the gas regulator should be 
moved to its highest setting . Midway 
through the belt, the time interval 
between shots began to decrease at 
each of the three gas regulator set­
tings. This is to be expected . As the 
belt load decreases, less energy is 
required to lift the belt and more of the 
system's available energy is directed 
to driving the bolt group rearward with 
a corresponding increase in the 
cyclic rate. 

Belgian -made ball ammunition, 
headstamped " FN 66" was fired 
through the Vickers. Vickers' cyclic 
rates vary from 450 to 550 rpm and our 
test specimen averaged 527 rpm, indi­
cating that the fuzee spring tension 

had been adjusted correctly for this 
ammunition. 

The Gatling gun we tested was set 
up to use 17-round sheet-metal feed 
strips. Cheaper to manufacture than 
the more complex Gatling feed mecha­
nisms, such as the Accles drum, these 
feed strips have one fatal flaw. They all 
too frequently jam in the gun. When not 
jammed and turning the crank as fast 
as practical , we generated a surprising 
cyclic rate of 657 rpm. 

There is no end to the type of full 
auto weapons' experimentation that 
can be conducted with the PACT MKlll 
timer. It costs only $299.95 plus ship­
ping. For a nominal charge, older 
PACT MKlll units can be modified to 
include the cyclic rate counter. The 
optional infrared printer is $125; com­
pared to what was previously availa-

When coupled with the cordless infrared 
printer, the PACT'"" MKlll provides a 
permanent record of the cyclic rate, shot 
number, interval between each shot and the 
cumulative time interval. Unit also serves as 
a timer for action shooting practice - and a 
chronograph when skyscreens are added. 

ble, this is more than reasonable. 
However, the PACT MKlll timer also 
provides two other distinctly different 
and important functions, each one of 
which by itself is worth the price. 

Most SOF readers are interested in 
combat handguns and their application 
to self-defense scenarios. As devel­
oped by Jeff Cooper, the principles of 
the combat handgun are threefold: 
Deligentia (Accuracy), Vis (Power) and 
Celeritis (Speed) - collectively known 
as "DVC" by Gunsite graduates. 
Power, at least to the extent possible in 
a handgun, can be provided by the 
caliber .45 ACP cartridge. The two 
other elements are motor skills and 
can only be maintained by frequent 
practice. The paper or steel targets we 
employ will assess our progress with 
regard to accuracy. 

Keeping track of the speed of your 
draw stroke and target acquisition 
presents a problem easily solved with 
the PACT MKlll Championship Timer, 
which is used by all the top IPSC and 
NRA action shooters. It provides you 
with a start beep (instant or delayed) to 
commence presen tation of the 

Continued on page 110 
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B D • f & S $$$ f Visa, MasterCard & American Express! . uy /fee ave • Call 1-708-640-7774 for Fast Delivery! 

Tap Detector 
Pro1ec1 ion for 
your phone. 
computer 
modem. 
FAX or 
telex. 

Tap Detector -
an indispensable wol 

which lets you know when 
anyone is 1apping e ither your 
home or office phone. I f 1he 

green l ight goes out you know 
someone is l istening in ! You can 
then cont inue your conversat ion. 
aher its course or simply end i1. 
Use "Tap De1ector" and have 
peace of mind. Easy instructions. 
#31 1400 (Retail SSB.) $29.95 

"The Big One" 
World's Largest 
Survival Knife 

This is the knife you've been 
wai l ing for! Made 1ough. it 
fea1ures a big I 0 inch 420 
siainless steel blade. Spans 
men, hunters. fis hermen, 
and campers will rind 
"The Big One" can iake 
ii no ma'itcr how tough 
the task. It 's more than 
just a kn ife. Feai-ures: 
• 5" wa1en iuh1 black 
aluminum 11ollow 
handle. 
• Liquid filled 

• Survival 
kit inside 

handle fea-
tures wire 

saw. matches, 
need les. ny lon 

line, fishhooks. 
and sinkers. 

# 17718 
$29.95 

Double-Lock Ha ndcuffs 
Official De1ec1ive type carried by 
pol ice officers. N ickel pla1ed. 
#270200 $15.95 
New ThumbcuITs $9.95 

Grenades 
Look and feel like 
1he real 1hino. but 
are co111ple1el y 
harml ess. Full 
weight with de­
l ac hab le lever 
and pin . WW 11 
Pineapple. 
# 172 1GO $9.95 

Black Book of Dirty Tricks 
Improvised Munitions Handbook-the most sought 
after here-10- fore impossible to obiain A rmy Man­
ual. Reveali ng c hapters on: Mines & Grenades. 
Small A rms Weapons & Ammo. Monars & Rock­
e1s, Incendiary Devices. Fuses, lgn ilion & Delay 
M echanisms. Tell s how IO make Rocket Launch­
ers. Pistols. Sho1guns and Recoi lless Rifles from 
easy to obtain maleri als and more! #BB $ 10.00 

Compact, silent and dead ly. Powerful 40 lb. 
draw. Micro-adjustab le sights. Aluminum 
body, contoured pisto l gri ps. 11 - 1 /4" overa ll. 
Comes with 3 - 6" bolts . 
#2 14005 $49.95 

Badges & 
ID Case 

Fla1111t your 
a11tilority! 
6 Styles 

Pro fess ional badges - Special Investigator. Security 
Guard. Spec ial Officer, Depu1y Sheriff, Special 
Police. Private De1ective. 1- 1/2" wide. 2- 1/4" l1iuh. 
N ickel pla1ed brass. Speci fy model when ordering. 
Comes co111ple1e w i1h badge holder and ID Card. 
#B5 $~95 

Look-a-like, ft>e l-a- li ke, 
and shoot-a- like model of the 
fa mous .357 Python. Fires . 177 
caliber pe ll ets at velocities up to 
390 fps. 6" rifled stee l barrel fo r 
incredible accuracy. Comes with 
6 and I 0-shot cy linders. 
#464403 (Retai l $85.) 
. 177 Ca l. Pellets, 250/pkg. 
C02 Cartridges, 5 to pack 

RAMBO@ Knives 
Available at Last! 
L icensed reproduc1 ions 

$69.95 
$3.95 
$4.95 

of lhe actual kni ves 
used by Sylvester 
Stallone in the comes wilh a 

movies: ~ 
First Blood, 

1 
lcalhcr shcalh! 

Rambo II & ~ ""' 

Rambo Ill.I/ 
lop quality 

.i. RAMBO® First Blood 
14" overa ll , 9" siainless 

steel blade.#K I 00 $89.95 
R AM BO® First Blood , 
Part II : 15-3/8" overall , 10" 
stainless steel blade. 
#K IOI $89.95 
RAMBO® Ill : 16" overall. 
I I " stainless s1eel bl ade. 
#K I 06 $99.95 

New 70,000 Volt Mini-Zapper 
Smallest, li ghtes t stun gun available. Weighs on ly a 
few ounces but pac ks a 7(J ,000 volt bite that will stop 
any attacker. One second jolt causes muscle spasms 
and dazed condition but no pe rmanent damage. 
Under no condition can you suffer a charge- back to 
your body. I year warranty. Uses 9 volt batte ry. 
#310802 $49.95 
Ni-Cad Battery & Charger #3 1080 I $J 9.95 

Tear Gas Guns 
Eight shot .22 ca li ber revolver or 6-shot 
automat ic fires tea r gas ca rtridges or 
blanks as fast as you c;,1 pull the t~igger. 
Heavy-d ut y meta l cons truct ion with 
quick. easy ejec tion. Checkered grips. 
Comes with holster. tea r gas and blanks. 
#260 I I 0 Blue Revolver $29.95 
#2605 I 0 Blue Automatic $29.95 
Extra Tear Gas ( I 0) $4.00 
Blanks (50) $4.00 

Not a toy! You must be 21 to order! 

"Litt.le Black Box" 
Amazing device automatica ll y start s 
yo ur reco rde r whenever the te le­
phone is picked up and stops recorder 
when phone is hung up 1 Attaches 
anywhere along the line . Plugs in to 
any recorder. Creates no interference 
or noise on line. I "x2"x2". Warning: 
Not to be used fo r surve i !lance! 
#3 10 10 1 Alligator Cli p $34.95 
#3 10 102 Modul arPlug $34.95 
New 10-Hour Recorder is the idea l 
companion fo r "Lillie Black Box". 
#310200 $159.95 

"Phaser" Super Tear Gas 
The safest personal defense product ava il ­
able. High compress ion jet spray will stop 
attackers at di stances up to 20 feet. Renders 
assa il ant instantl y he lpless, caus ing ex treme 
burning ro eyes. nose and throat. Works on 
dogs, drunks, psychotics and drug users. Wi 11 
not cause permanent injury. 4-5/8". 
#26 120 1 $14.95 

"Super Snooper" 
Ex tremely sensiti ve. poinrablc. elec1ronic 
li s1ening device ampli fi es and feeds all ava il­
able sounds through stereo headphones ( in­
cl uded). Au1oma1ic shut-off circu it meas­
ures incoming signal and protects you from 
harmful high volume noise. You can hear a 
whisper at I 00 yds.: a car door shuning a t 5 
blocks: yo ll rdog ho1 on a !Ta il 2 miles away. 
Uses standard 9-volt batte ry. Warning: No1 
to be used fo r eavesdropping. 
#3 10300 $99.95 
Bionic Boos le r inc reases rhc receiv ing sur­
face area 37 1i mcs. maki ng it more direc­
lional and powerful. Snaps on and off eas ily. 
#3 1030 I $39.95 

Ordering Information 
By Mail : Use coupon or separale shec1. Mail w i1h cl1eck , money order or crcdi1 card in fo 
IO Your Supply Dcpol. Lid., 183 1 W. A lgonquin Rd .. #2 15. Mt. Prospcc1. IL 60056 
By Phone: Ca ll 1-708-640-7774. Have all produc1 and credi1 card infomiation ready. 
Hours 9 A.M. 10 5 P.M. CST Monday-Friday. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! r,-----------------, Your Supply Depot, Ltd. Telephone: (708) 640-7774 

1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 SFB91 
Q1y. Number Description/Size/Color 

Charge my: Vis;i D MasterCard D Amcx D 

Expira tion D:i lc __________ _ 

Subtol:il 
Shipping/Hand. 

7% Tax-/L Res Only 

Card# ___________________ _ Tomi 
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-

Name _ _______ ___ ______________ _ 

Address _______ ____ ___ ____ _____ _ _ 

City _ _______ _ ___ _____________ _ 

State _ _ ___ Zip --- ---
Phone ---------

Supply Depot docs no1 warrant 1ha1 you may legally purchase. pos~css or carry air guns. ~tun 
guns. e1c. By ordering you :H.: knowlcdgc 1hat you arc 1111 11du lt :md there arc no legal restr ic1ions 

New Big Daddy - 120,000 volt s of stopping power. 
#3 10805 $89.95 I 10 purchasing.. .J 
'--------------------------------=-~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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COMBAT CRAFT Signaling in the Sticks 
by Dave Ganci 

MURPHY'S Law dictates that at 
one time or another, every 
vehicle ever made will break 

down in the boondocks - be it a jeep, 
Humvee or pickup truck. And when it 
does break down, the driver will realize 
he forgot to tell anyone where he was 
going or when he would return. He will 
be ... stranded. And he's going to want 
to be rescued - ASAP. 

Even without a vehicle, anyone who 
spends a great deal of time in the 
boonies can easily find himself in 
circumstances that require rescue. 
The trick is letting someone know you 
need help. 

As a corollary to the above cited 
Murphy's Law: When disaster strikes, 
chances are you forgot to bring any 
signaling devices, and gave no thought 
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to who would notice your absence or 
when anyone would come looking for 
you. Chances are you aren't sure 
where you are. 

If you have radio contact with a base 
operator or CB contact with another 
vehicle, you can give an approximate 
location - using these transmission 
methods as signaling tools. But you 
still must improvise ground and air 
signaling devices to attract the atten­
tion of those looking for you. If you 
have no radio capability, you must 
depend on makeshift signaling tech­
niques to grab the eye of any passing 
aircraft or ground vehicle. Either way, 
you have to act fast and make your 
situation known. 

The first thing you need to do if you 
have a vehicle is to open all the doors, 

trunk-lid and hood - a universal dis­
tress signal. Then you need to take an 
inventory of everything in your posses­
sion that might aid you in signaling for 
help; your job is to make yourself as 
conspicuous as possible to anything 
that flies, drives or walks. 

Old newspapers, magazines or 
cardboard make good fire tinder; old 
clothes, tarps, covers or flags provide 
attention-getters - especially if bright 
colored; gasoline from the fuel tank is 
the best fire-starter; the side or rear­
view mirror can be used for a signal 
mirror; the horn can be used for 
audible signaling; floor mats, spare tire 
and anything rubber can be burned 
- making black smoke which is highly 
visible for long distances; road flares 
for igniting fires; spray paint for mark­
ing up the vehicle ... anything that will 
make your immediate environment 
stand out from its surroundings. 

After the inventory is made, signal 
fires must be set up. Brush and wood 
must be gathered to build three fires 
about 40 feet apart in a triangle - at 
least 100 feet away from the vehicle. 
The piles should be pyramidal and at 
least 4 to 5 feet high. The paper 
materials should be stuffed into the 
middle of the piles ... the gasoline and 
road flares ready for ignition. Large stones or tree limbs can be 

used to lay out a 50-foot "X" on 
the ground - close to the fire 

triangle. The "X" is the easiest shape 
to spot from the air and will draw the 
eye to the other signals. 

If the terrain is barren of burnable 
material, three road flares can be used 
for the fire triangle. If no flares are 
available, three boulder piles (spray 
painted if possible) or three bunches of 
seat-cover material - if a different 
color from the ground - can be used. 

Three of anything is the universal 
distress signal. 

Mirrors can be used to reflect the 
sun into the eyes of the pilot or vehicle 
driver in the distance - or into the 
eyes of a person on foot for that matter. 
This is a technique that takes practice. 
The would-be rescuer must be at such 
an angle from the sun that the reflect­
ing beam can be easily flashed into 
his eyes. 

The horn can be used to signal 

Continued on page 27 
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OPERATION DESERT ~Tn 
tllSSION ACCOtlPl,ISIIEI) 

M 

-Desert Storm Patches 
5. 

Desert Storm PSY OPS 
Propaganda Leaftets 

6. 
Item# 

NATIONAl [)£f EHSE& SW ASIA 
(.tk~(l7d,dJ !Pr lJe4uiC S'bru1t,) 
Rt!J80NSNOWIN/ICA/lfor~! 

1. DS-606 Desert Storm patch, large . . . S3.95 
2. DS-605 Desert Storm patch, small . S3.50 
3. DS-611 Mission Accomplished , large . . . . S3.95 

Mission Accomplished , small . S3.50 4. OS-610 
5. DS-620 Desert Storm US Flag ........... S3.50 
6. US-912 US Flag in Desert Colors (2" X 3") S2.95 

US Navy UDT /SEAL Swim Trunks 
Prized possessions of the elite Navy SEALS, these no frills 

shorts are made for action . Features: large back pocket; 
button fly; adjustable cinch waist belt ; military spec hard­
ware and construction . Made in USA. 
Sizes: 30, 32, 34, 36, 38, 40. Item # C-230. Choose: 
D Khaki (official color ; 50% cotton/50% poly) .... S21 .95 
O liger Stripe (Vietnam pattern , 100% coMn) .... $24.95 

Desert Storm T-Shirts 
bold . multicolor designs are silkscreen­

ed onto a heavyweight 50/50 I-shirt. 
Made in USA. 
(Shirts # 1, 4, 6 have bright overlay print 
of " USA Kicks Butt"; shirt # 3 overlay 
print of " Mission Accomplished " ) 
Arry shirt $10.95/each; 
any 3 for $9.95/each. 1. 

Item# 
1. DS-205 Tank 
2. DS-206 Welcome Home Flag 
3. OS-207 Soldiers with Gas Masks 
4. DS-210 Jet Plane 
5. DS-211 Welcome Home Eagle 
6. OS-212 Soldiers with Helmets 

US Navy UDT / SEAL 
Shirts Each shirt is boldly emblazoned wi th the 

official SEAL emblem silkscreened onto the 
hest. Made in USA. 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL. Choose: 
D T-shirt, Navy blue- heavyweight 

50/ 50 fabric ltsm #T-605 . . $9.95 
0 SEAL Special Operations 
Reversible Shirt- super heavy.weight 

(2 'shirts in 1' ); 100% cotton. Navy blue 
reverses to bright gold for emergency 
spotting & signalling. 
Item #T-606 . . .. $19.95. 

SHIPPING 
Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart 

below with each order. Amounts shown include costs of 
postage, packaging , insurance and handling . 
Orders up to $10._00 . . ............. $3.95 
Orders $10.01 to $20.00 ..... _ . • _ .•.. • ..... $4.95 
Orders $20.01 to $50.00 .......... • .. . ..... $5.95 
Orders $50.01 to $70.00 ...... . • . .. . .• _ .... $6.95 
Orders $70.01 to $100.00 ......• . _. _ .. ..... $7.95 
Orders $100.01 to $200.00 .......... .. ..... $8.95 
Orders over $200.01 _ .. $10.95 

Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated . 

Action Videos - all are about 30 minutes in 
VHS format. . . $14.95/each. 

General Norman H. Schwarzkopf-
A chronicle of this warrior's life . . . Item # B-610. 
Navy SEALS - The Real Story -
action footage from Vietnam1 ... Item # B-605. 
Apache Attack Helicopters- ride in the cockpit & see the 
awesome power used in Operation Desert Stonm 1 _ 

...... Item #B-640 

Designed by the US Army Psychological Operations group 
(PSYOPS) , millions of these leaflets were dropped by US 
F-16 jets onto the entrenched Iraqi troops . Proof of their ef­
fectiveness was seen dramatically on TV sets around the 
world as thousands of Iraqi soldiers surrendered while wav­
ing their Safe Conduct Pass leaflet above their headsl 

Kaufman 's has meticulously reproduced the original 12 
PSYOPS Propaganda Leaflets . We have printed them in ex­
acting detail and send them complete with English transla­
tions . Several of the leaflets share the s3me front , a full color 
counterfeit of the 25 Dinar (Iraqi currency ) because the Iraqi 
soldier could be shot for possessing propaganda from the 
enemy. This way, the soldiers could fold the leaflet in half 
and it looked like a regular bill I Also included in the set is the 
now-famous Safe Conduct Pass. 

Read for yourself the powerful, psychologically compell ­
ing arguments that convinced tens of thousands of Iraqi 
troops to lay down their arms rather than fight 11 

Item # DS-150 . . . . '9.95/set 

I 

IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 

WE SHIP C.O.D.- C.O.D. FEE $5.95 

Sorry! No Dog Tag Printing Orders By Telephone. 

• Dog Tag Silencers - black. non­
glare rubber bumpers for tag. 
Item #X-650 .................. ... $1 .95/pafr. 

WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR 
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42ND ST., 

NEAR TIMES SQUARE. 
(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE) 



I 0,000 FIREARMS BARGAINS 
Are you a gun trader? Gun collector? 
Or are you just plain interested in guns? 
If you are, you'll profit from reading the 
bargain-filled columns of SHOTGUN 
NEWS, published 3 times each month. It's 
the leading publication for the sale, pur­
chase and trade of firearms and acces­
sories of all types. Established in 1946, 
THE SHOTGUN NEWS has aided thou-
sands of gun enthusiasts locate firearms, 
both modern and antique -- rifles, shot­
guns, pistols, revolvers, scopes, mounts . . . 
all at money-saving prices. The money you 
save on the purchase of any one of the 
more than 10,000 listings 3 times a month 
more than pays your subscription cost. 
You can't afford to be without this unique 
publication. As it says on the cover, it's 

Shatr:mun 
news 

THE TRADING POST 
FOR ANYTHING THAT SHOOTS 

''THE TRADING POST FOR ANYTHING THAT SHOOTS". 
Minimum Advertising Rates - Maximum Results 

Write for Media Kit 36 ISSUES U Yearl ONLY $20.00! 
THE SHOTGUN NEWS Sh~l:-:1unT::.:E.:·~::'.'.. :::-::.:::::·:'.·~~ l -~'~;...z~~.~'.~.1 

P.O. BOX 669, HASTINGS, NEBRASKA 68902 ''.fr.;z:'~;~.:~: ... n-.w.~1 
PHONE 1-402-463-4589 FAX 1-402-463-3893 

• 

MASTERCARD & VISA E 
SUBSCRIPTIONS ONL y ! VISA 

CALL 1-800-345-6923 
Please Charge My Order to: 0 MasterCard D VISA 
Card Number - ------------- Exp. Date __ _ 

Enclosed find r emittance for$ __ . Kindly sen~ me THE SHOTGUN N E WS for _ yearfsl 

108 Issues $58.00 72 Issues $39.00 36 Issues $20.00 
(3 Years) (2 Years) (1 Year) 

Canada, Mexico, ond oll other foreign countries, $100.00 · SAMPLE COPY $3.00 

(Please Print) 

NAME - ------------------ - -

ADDRESS------ ----- - --------

CITY - --- - - ------------- - - -

STATE _ --:c _ _ ____ __ ZIP ----------
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COMBAT CRAFT 

vehicles or persons out of shouting 
range - three beeps of two seconds 
each, spaced two seconds apart and 
repeated every 20 seconds. This is the 
same sequence used for gunshots. 

Headlights can be turned on at 
night, also using the same frequency 
as the horn. They can be taken out of 
the moldings and turned upward to 
signal aircraft. 

Tarps, old clothes or flagging can be 
laid out and held down with stones next 
to the large "X." The brightest piece of 
material should be tied onto a long 
branch and used for waving at aircraft. 

Let's say you got lucky and were 
rescued within 24 hours. For your next 
trip, you decide to equip yourself with 
the best signaling devices and not get 
caught short again. 

First, always leave a detailed itiner­
ary of your journey and keep track of 
routes traveled. Next, gather a couple 
of commercial (red) smoke bombs and 
a couple of military aerial flares - the 
biggest available. (The pen flares are 
all right at night but virtually worthless 
during the day.) Try out all of the above 
to make sure you know how to 
use them. 

Get the best brass police whistle 
available. The whistle will carry almost 
as far as the vehicle horn and certainly 
farther than the human voice - which 
becomes useless after repeated 
shouts. 

Military signal panels should be on 
the list. They provide a bright purple 
and red surface for aircraft to spot. 

A strobe light is a must. Military 
issue is best but there are some good 
ones available commercially. They can 
be seen for miles at night by both air 
and ground searchers. A Sunday newspaper stuffed into 

a ruck or vehicle trunk makes a 
great signaling "X" when laid 

out and anchored by dirt. 
A pair of heavy-duty gloves for 

collecting wood and brush is thrown in 
along with a couple cans of red and 
orange spray paint. 

The most important signaling item of 
all is then added. As a matter of fact, 
two should be procured - just in case 
one breaks: the signal mirror. The best 
kind is the military Mark 3 Type 2. 
There are two sizes. The big one is a 
must. And you must practice with it to 
perfect your signaling technique. 

AUGUST 91 

1. ~etluire 
doctor, 
serious injuries 

111'(,,Requi.re·; ·· ""~1·,;.-.; 
co niij!1ass arid •• ' 

·4. Re~uire 
foodj~n9 
··wate~l'.:; 

m. a. ·p··"·· ···" 
' ',,:' '. ,' '·!.·'.~~'. <'. \ , ,, 

t;R'.Qu·N(6~to~lAl•R;'~iA)q~-i~G$f? ... 

The key to using all available sight 
and sound signaling techniques is 
timing. Aircraft can fly by quickly, or be 
too high or too far away, or be going in 
the wrong direction. Vehicles can be 
too far away or traveling too fast. If the 
signal fires are wasted on either, they 
must be rebuilt. 

If an aircraft is heading to the scene 
- and it isn't over 500 feet above the 
terrain - it's probably looking for 
something. If it's very high and moving 
fast, it's probably not aware of your 
emergency. The trick is to wait until the 
target is as close to your position as 
possible - and heading toward it. 
Then light everything up at once, wave 
the clothing, jump up and down, throw 
dust into the air, beep the horn, try the 
signal mirror - attempt to will the pilot 
or vehicle driver to see the signals. 

In short, make the biggest display 
possible to grab the rescuer's eye and 
ear. That's the best way to get back 

into town in time for happy hour. There is a special signaling device 
sold only to aircraft owners and 
pilots - which can only be used 

in the case of a downed airplane. It's 
called the human emergency locator. It 
transmits a distress signal to a network 
of satellites which transmit to the U.S. 
Air Force Rescue Center. The Rescue 
Center then mobilizes a rescue mis­
sion that pinpoints your location. This 
device is basically a hand-held ELT. or 
emergency location transmitter, and 
can be used to augment the ELT that is 
required equipment on most aircraft. 
The ELT also transmits a location 
message. 

Emergency Locator Products Corp. 
manufacturers such an instrument. It's 
called ELP-1000 and sells for $254.95. 
It can be ordered from ELP Corp., 
Dept. SOF. 15650 Fifth Industrial 
Court, Bayshore, New York 11706; 
(516) 666-5049.~ 
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Searching 
For Justice 
After 
Just Cause 
by Steve Sa I is bury 
Photos by Peter Noble 

FACING PAGE: 
Faces still covered in 
camo paint, weary 
U.S. Army soldiers 
take a break during 
extensive live-fire 
exercise. There are 
now about 10, 000 
U.S. troops in 
Panama -slightly 
fewer than the 
number before 
Operation Just 
Cause. 
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PAIN AND 
PANIC IN 
PANAMA 
THE terror began an hour before midnight for the guests of the 

Hotel California in the heart of Panama City. It was just a week 
before Good Friday when half a dozen assailants - armed with 
Kalashnikovs, shotguns and pistols - barreled out of a blue Japanese 
sedan and attacked the hotel. 

According to witnesses, they stormed both the 
reception area and the adjacent in-house restaurant. 
Not content to loot only cash registers and safes, the 
nylon stocking-masked robbers systematically 
mugged the guests of the six-story, economy-class 
hotel floor by floor. 

Apparently not concerned with the threat of 
police intervention, the gang shouted that they were 
police looking for Colombians as they kicked room 
doors open, bashed terrified victims with rifle butts 
and pistol handles and stripped them of cash, 
jewelry and other valuables. 

Gun metal against skulls and limbs splattering 
blood wrought chilling screams that reverberated through the 
hallways, turning them into corridors of horror. 

Days later in the hotel restaurant, guest Jose Herrera still trembled 
as he recounted the terror. 

Startled by all the commotion, the middle-aged computer engineer 
cracked open his door and spied a trio of the bandits busting into 
another room. He locked the door, put on his clothes and called the 
police. As soon as he hung up, the door burst open. The next thing he 
knew a shadowy figure armed with "a machine gun and a silver 
revolver" began pistol-whipping him. 

Smack! The cold steel came down on the back of his head, 
shooting streaks of pain into his cranium. "The money!" the robber 
demanded. Driven by fear and shaking uncontrollably, the mild­
mannered, bespectacled man emptied his pants pockets and was then 
ordered to open his attache case. Herrera turned on the light to 
comply with the demand when he· saw the face of his tormentor. The 

Graffiti in Panama 
City reflects the 
apprehension many 
Panamanians feel 
about the integrity 
and effectiveness of 
their PDF police 
force. 
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"I'm Panamanian. 
Don't kill me. Please 
don't kill me. He 
took me into another 
room to shoot me 
-to kill me ... '' 

man had pulled the nylon stocking mask back over his head so he 
could breathe easier. 

"He had blood on the mask," Herrera recalled. " I thought he 
had killed someone. It seemed that he busted a person 's head and 
blood splashed him. I was afraid. 

"I' m Panamanian. Don't kill me . Please don't kill me," Herrera 
remembered pleading. "He took me to another room to shoot me 
- to kill me - for I turned on the light and he was without his mask 
on. And another [robber] told him to let me be . I was begging them 
not to kill me. He told me to lie on the floor, and I remained there 
trembling for an hour." 

No Need To Dial 911 

The robbers plundered the hotel unopposed for about an hour 
before fleei ng. Police posted nearby didn ' t intervene. Only an hour 
after the heist did a couple of cops arrive to make a cursory check. 
'·They [the robbers] were sure the police were not going to come. 
More sure, they had connections with the police, " Herrera charged, 
an accusation echoed by other guests and the hotel management. 

"For me, it was 100% trained people with a lot of experience 
with weapons. For me, it was the police," Herrera said. Police 
Internal Affairs subsequently was called to investigate this still 
unresolved case. 

A year and a half after an American military assault deposed one 
of the world's most hated tyrants, strongman General Manuel 
Noriega, from his stranglehold on Panama to a Florida jail to face 
charges of cocaine trafficking, things have gotten worse. 

This small, yet vital, Central Ameri can nation is now plagued by 
an unprecedented crime wave, the violence and scope of which 
have even shocked Panamanians accustomed 
to a chronically serious crime problem. 

"I would say it (the crime rate) has 
probably increased 100%, at least, since the 
invasion," Panama's first civilian police 
director in half a century, Ebrahim Asvat, 
said. "Certain types of crime are more 
common now than they were before, like 
armed robbery," he added. 

Police statistics recorded 13 bank 
robberies in 1990 and six in the first quarter 
of this year, while press reports put the figure 
as high as 30 during the 15 months following 
Noriega ' s ouster. And last year's 192 
homicides nearly equalled the 202 civilians 
the Un ited States Southern Command 
estimates were killed during Operation Just 
Cause. (Critics of the invasion speculate that 
at least 10 times as many civilians were 
killed during the U.S. military operation, 
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though they ha\'e failed to provide li sts of the dead to back their 
claim.) 

Much of this explosion of crime can be traced to the thuggish 
legacy of Noriega 's defeated and disbanded Panamanian Defense 
Force (PDF). A combination of army and paramilitary police, the 
PDF at its peak had about 17,000 troops. It was used primarily by 
the generalisimo to terrorize Noriega 's political opposition and 
anyone else who crossed him . 

Social Control By Terror 

"The crime rate has increased because of several factors," 
Director Asvat said in a late March interview in his modest office. 
"First, there was a huge distribution of weapons during the period 
of the invasion by the PDF to the community - to anyone who 
wanted a gun. The second thing is previously we had social control 
by terror. 

"The PDF had not only terrorized the delinquents, it had also 
terrorized the population. That was the way social control was 
exercised in Panama. And the other aspect that 's important is that 
the PDF was also the regul ator of organized crime in Panama. So 
most of the in-fighting we see right now is due to the fact that there 
is no regulator anymore." 

Another important factor is that the unemployment rate has 
hovered around 20% over the last three years - according to 
statistics provided by the U.S. Embassy in Panama. And now the 
ranks of the unemployed include many disgruntled former Noriega 
troops - among them as many as 6,000 ex-PDF members purged 
or "retired " from Panama 's new, reconstituted police force. 

State terrorism has disappeared with the emergence of a civilian 
democratic government (though jailed Noriega supporters accused 
of criminal wrongdoing decry political persecution). But some 
vanquished soldiers - even among those now serving as 
policemen - appear to be continuing the PDF tradition of 
terrorizing citizens; though now for their personal gain instead of 
executing Noriega's orders of political repression . 

"There's information that indicates that in a series of criminal 
occurrences, apparently of common order, ex-military men and 
others who work in the National Police and the Judicial Technical 
Pol ice are found involved," Attorney General Rogelio Cruz was 
quoted in a Panamanian newspaper. 

Since the American invasion, a demilitarized public force, 
pledged to uphold democratic values and apolitical professional 
standards, has replaced the PDF. Yet, given no other practical 
alternative to fill its ranks, it is currently almost entirely made up of 
PDF people who have decided to "let bygones be bygones," 
according to a corporal who had been in the PDF. 

As of late March, 10,600 of the 10,900 members of the National 
Police (the largest branch of the Public Force, which also includes 
the separate Judicial Technical Police investigative branch of less 

PDF police check a map before patrolling some of Panama City's most 
crime-infested streets. 



Plainclothes PDF policemen arrive on the scene ofa reported burglary. 

than 900 agents and the small maritime and air services, together 
numbering about 800 members) were former PDF, according to 
Director Asvat. 

This has raised the question of their loyalty to the civilian 
government, the leaders of which - including President Guillermo 
Endara and both of the country 's vice-presidents (Pan ama has two) 
- the PDF has bludgeoned, arrested and prevented from taking 
office after they apparently defeated Noriega by a landslide in 
elections held in May 1989. 

Director Asvat was confident that the purging of all high-ranking 
PDF officers, from lieutenant colonel up, along with half of the 
majors and captains, would greatly help the situation. Thal, in 
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Many U.S. Army units, from the engineers to 
the medical corps, have made major 
contributions to the Panamanian people's 
efforts to rebuild their post-Noriega 
homeland. Wide smiles on the faces of these 
children best express the feelings many 
Panamanians have toward U.S. troops. 

conjunction with the ad mini ster ing of 20- and 
120-hour courses designed to reform remaining 
ex-PDF soldiers into professional police 
officers would be enough, accord ing to Asvat, 
to keep the Public Force straight as new agents 
were recruited and former Noriega troops 
phased out. 

Opinion surveys show most Panamanians are 
wary of such optimism. In a Dichter and Neira 
poll conducted in March 1991, more than 70% 
of those surveyed responded that they had no 
confidence in the police. More than 54% 
affirmed their belief that the Public Force is 
still the PDF in civilian disguise, as opposed to 

only about 32% who replied in the negative. An d 49% of the 
respondents answered that they thought civilian authority didn ' t 
have control over "military men, " while 38.5% responded that 
they thought it did. 

Memories are still fresh of a two-day, early December 1990 
rebellion orchestrated by former PDF men. They freed retired 
Colonel Eduardo Herrera Hassan, a dissident PDF officer opposed 
to the Noriega dictatorship who became Public Force Director in 
the new government before being arrested on charges of conspiring 
against the state . 

The PDF force rescued him from an isl an d j ail by helicopter and 
persuaded him to lead their group of between 50 and 100 armed 
men , apparently including active-duty police, in a bloodless 
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Your tax dollars at work: one of many construction and irrigation 
proj ects the U. S. military has taken on throughout Panama. 

takeover of a section of police headquarters. 
President Endara had to call on American soldiers to quell the 

"coup attempt," in the words of government officials, a term 
Hassan disputes, claiming he only intended to call attention to the 
plight of security forces degraded by civi lian politicians. The 
re tired colonel was recaptured when a U.S. Army battalion 
intervened in an action that reportedly produced no deaths and few 
injuries. 

Most of the rebels escaped, according to Panamanian and 
American officials, includ ing the alleged revolt ' s mastermind, 
re tired Captain Jorge Bernal (who later appeared in the Guatemalan 
Embassy seeking political asylum). As many as 100 policemen 
suspected of backing the rebellion were discharged. 

Terrorists In The Shadows 

The rebels who avoided capture are suspected in the flare-up of 
crime in the Panama City area. Another gang of former Noriega 
soldiers and mili tants is reportedly criminally active in western 
Chi riqui province. It remains lo be seen whether these two bands 
are connected to each other or to the shadowy terrorist group, M-20. 

M-20, short fo r "Movement of the 20th of December, " the date 
the U.S. invasion commenced in 1989, has claimed responsibility 
fo r a string of minor terrorism and sabotage against U.S. targets, 
incl uding a grenade attack al the crowded My Place discotheque 
early last year tha t reported ly killed one American serviceman and 
wounded four others, along with several Panamanians. (Some 
believe a jealous Panamanian could have perpetrated this allack 
following a dispute with American patrons over a girl and later 
anonymously blamed it on M-20 to cover his tracks.) 

Since the December uprising, Panama has been relatively 
peaceful ; at least there has been a lull in politically oriented 
violence. Yet a deepening political crisis has shaken this country of 
2.4 million inhabi tan ts . Confusion, incompetence, backstabbing 
and recrimi nation reign as the governing coalition of four political 
parties - whose common ground was ousting Noriega and lillle 
else - has come apart. 

Panamanians have lost confidence in their government. A recent 
poll showed only 14% of those surveyed believe President Endara 
is effective; no politician rated higher than 35 %. And in a more 
disturbing blow to Endara ' s image and credibility, it was 
subsequently reported that he had been a board member and 
treasure r a few years ago of several companies accused in an 
affidavit by DEA Agent Yvelle Torres of laundering cocaine 
money. 

President Endara, under no indictment himself, denied any 
wrongdoing and dismissed the leaking of the affidavit ' s contents by 
a leader of the. Revolutionary Democratic Party , an opposition party 
identified with the previous Noriega regime, as politically 
motivated. 

Government officials and legislators seem more interested in 
bickering among themselves than defusing the time bomb of 
deteriorating social, economic and political problems. 
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' 'There ·s going lo be a powder J..eg soon,·· warne d Isabel Corro, 
founder and chair of the Association of Family Members of 
Casualties of the U.S. Intervention. Corro's group demands 
identification of the victims of Just Cause, and calls for the 
honoring of the dead PDF soldiers, declaring 20 December 1989 a 
day of mourning. 

"And if there isn ' t a stop now, " she said, "at any moment 
there ' s going to be an explosion, and urban guerrillas will invade. 
The only thing missing is a voice that says ' let·s go.' " 

Many Panamanians view such a warning as alarmist. But if it 
comes to the unlikely extreme of guerrilla warfare, the voice to 
inspire it could quite possibly be that of a disgruntled member of 
the Public Force . The root causes of the December rebell ion, 
claimed by its front man, Hassan, run deep in the Public Force. 

Eight-hour work days (as compared lo barracks life in the PDF) 
don't make up for the profound unhappiness police feel over low 
salaries ($280 a month for a bollom-level agent, the same as in the 
PDF) and the removal of many privileges they enjoyed under 
Noriega, such as free transportation and meals. But what has taken 
a severe toll on their morale is the humiliation they feel from being 
demeaned by unforgiving government leaders and rejected by 
much, if not most, of the public, suspicious of their history in 
Noriega's ranks. 

"ll 's sad, but the people of Panama are easily manipulated and 
managed," a Public Force lieutenant confidentially told me. (I was 
conversing off-the-record with several disillusioned policemen, all 
veterans of Noriega ' s army, in a dingy, ill-lit office at a Panama 
City station .) " There are more drugs now. There is more corruption 
now - not only in the police, but in high levels of the government, 
everywhere. And still, people dwell on the past." 

"We want to live in peace, but we want respect ," a sergeant 
added, summing up the anger of his comrades. "Before, there was 
respect and discipline and confidence in the Defense Force. But 
now our leaders don ' t even respect us. Panamanian Vice-President 
Ford called us faggots who don ' t confront the criminals. In the past, 
we had fewer problems with criminals because we would kill them. 

.38 S&Ws vs. UZis 

''But today we catch them and the judges let them go. And if we 
do anything wrong arresting them, we can go to jail. For us to make 
progress in fighting crime we have to have the support of our 
leaders. They don't even give us our 8% annual pay raise like we 
got before [in the PDF]. We have lo be better equipped, better 
armed. We carry .38 Smith and Wessons while criminals 
sometimes are armed with UZis." 

The United States government has provided the Public Force 
with communications gear and Chevrolet Corsica patrol cars. But 
tons of Cuban-supplied AK-47s and other assault weapons captured 
by the U.S. Army during the invasion are now stored in military 
warehouses in Pennsylvania, according to Police Chief Asvat. It ' s 
rare to see Public Force agents carrying an automatic rifle; and 
when you do, it's usually a Taiwanese-made T-65, a shoddy copy 
of an American M16, the police complain. 

U.S. Army dentist works with Panamanian health professional treating 
people in a local clinic. 
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A policeman keeps vigil under the weary eyes of a frightened and 
distrustful public. Most PDF policemen used to work for Noriega. 

Not being issued combat rifles is normal for American police, 
but forci ng Panama's former soldiers to exchange their automatic 
weapons for revolvers has been like forcing a writer to give up his 
word processor for a typewri ter; and it is a painful reminder that the 
government distrusts its own security force. 

A lieutenant lamented: "I chose to join the PDF because I 
wanted to have a career in the military. After all my training and 
studies I now have to work as a policeman. Being a cop is very 
good. But it's sad when you can ' t have the career you want, for 
which you've always prepared and enjoyed for several years. The 
Defense Force ' s mistake was getting involved in politics. And now 
rm paying for it." 

Government efforts to insulate the current of police disconten.t 
wi th poor public relations have been like wrapping an exposed 
incandescent wire with Scotch tape: it smolders through the weak, 
transparent cover. 

"When the government took power, it demilitarized the 
Panamanian troops because it didn't want military men," Isabel 
Corra said. Her father was a PDF lieutenant killed during Just 
Cause. 

' 'The government took away the large-caliber weapons because 
it was afraid of a coup. If he (President Endara) says all the police 
are on his side and everyone backs him and everyone loves him, for 
what reason did he have to resort to Southern Command to seize 
Hassan (in the frustrated December rebellion] and not to the Public 
Force? He knows the force doesn ' t like him." 

How do the police feel about their erstwhile commander-in ­
chief, Gen. Manuel Noriega? 

Noriega Should Be Shot 

"He should be shot by firing squad, " the sergeant of the group 

Violent crime has become so rampant in Panama it is necessary for 
police to post heavily armed guards outside of banks on paydays. Here, 
a policeman stands guard with a 5.56mm Type 65 assault rifle made 
in Taiwan. The rifle is essentially a hybrid weapon exhibiting features 
taken directly from the M16A l and AR-18. 
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U.S. Military Role in Panama Two Years 
After Just Cause 

Fearful of potential rebellion from the ranks of the hastily 
created Publ ic Force, almost completely composed of former 
Noriega soldiers, the Panamanian government allowed U.S. 
infantry forces initially to carry out joint patrols with the lightly 
armed Public Force on a large scale. 

"We had a joint patrol ratio back then of about three 
American infantry soldiers to one Panamanian National Police 
(PNP) officer," U.S. Army First Lieutenant Paul Fredenburg 
said. 

Gls were at first wary of their new partners - especially given 
that thei r erstwhile enemies of just a few days prior carried .38 
revolvers and often followed their American supervisors on foot 
patrols. But hesitancy disappeared quickly, according to both 
Panamanian police and American soldiers, and both sides 
operated together without confl ict. 

According to Bill Ornsby, Southern Command Army spokes­
man, about 50 U.S. Special Forces troops, supported by 
another 200, continued to operate until mid-fall 1990 in the cities 
and countryside. They gathered intelligence, took inventory of 
Public Force and community needs, and acted as a liaison 
between Southern Command and community leaders and 
police. But this operation has been scaled down to a handful of 
American Special Forces troops, generally dressed in civilian 
clothing to maintain a low profile. 

Currently, the American military presence in Panama has 
returned to slightly below its pre-invasion strength of about 
10,000 troops in the Panama Canal area. Its field relationship 
with the Public Force has been reduced to "courtesy patrols" of 
usually one U.S. MP teamed up with one Panamanian cop to 
maintain order in public places were there are U.S. citizens or 
interests. 

"We don't want to have anything military to do with the Public 
Force," a U.S. Embassy spokesperson in Panama City said. "In 
a democracy you have a civilian police force. We want to assist 
the Panamanian government in its decision to form the Public 
Force as a civilian police force. Demilitarization is the word ." 

Perhaps the U.S. Armed Forces' greatest contribution now to 
peace and stability in Panama is its constant civic action. 

"We're here to help Panamanians," Second Lieutenant Deno 
Murphy of the 142nd Medical Battalion said. He and 20 other 
American soldiers were helping about 30 Panamanian doctors, 
dentists, veterinarians and their assistants in the dusty town of 
Ocu. "We're getting good, positive field tra ining and it's an 
opportunity to work medically on a real-world mission. We're not 
here to take anything away from the Panamanians. This is 
their show." 

"The United States Army has come to our community and we 
feel very happy, " Kendall Royo, head of the Ocu chapter of the 
Red Cross, said. "We feel very grateful to the American Army 
and to the United States for this help they've been doing not 
only in Ocu, but in the other areas of the country. We cooperate 
with them at every moment they need us." 

All U.S. military units (not including minor exceptions such as 
embassy details) are scheduled to withdraw from Panama by 
31 December 1999 as part of the Panama Canal Treaties. But, 
given the mutual goodwill and friendship existing between the 
U.S. Armed Forces and the Panamanian people, it's a good bet 
Gls will still be carrying out civil action in Panama well beyond 
that date. 

-S.S. 

of policemen I talked with in the dingy office said. His comrades 
vociferously seconded the suggestion. 

"He betrayed us ... Noriega is a chicken. He took the easy way 
out and ran and deserted us,' ' a wiry agent wearing a dark baseball 
cap added. "It showed he had personal interests he wanted to 
protect and no honor to defend the country. Before we didn't 
believe those stories of him being a narcotrafican te [narcotics 
trafficker] . Now I think he deserves to be shot. " 

"We were ready to fight the gringo invaders and defend our 

Continued on page 113 
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KPNLF, ANS and Khmer Rouge fighters with captured T-54 tank shortly ofter liberation of Kamping Puoy. Next stop: Phnom Sruk. 
Photo: Peter Bussian 

§0 F c({))JrJr<e§p({))nJents J ({))Rn CaJtnlb({))Jian F ({))JrC<e§ 
In Attack On Phn({))Jtn SruJk 

°by Peter B11.llssian 
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CROSSING into Cambo­
dia from Thailand, just 
south of the Site 2 
refugee camp, I felt as 

though I had just time-warped back 
50 years. 

The single dirt track led on for­
ever across the beautiful land that 
cried out in pain from its recent past: 
four years (1975-1978) of brutal 
Khmer Rouge rule, when as many as 
4 million people were killed; then 
12 years of civil war, up to the 
present day, with the Vietnamese­
backed People's Republic of Kam­
puchea (PRK) communists in 
Phnom Penh. 

I wondered how such fertile land 
could lead to such death and de­
struction. 

Reaching the headquarters of the 
Khmer People ' s National Libera­
tion Front (KPNLF), one of the 
non-communist resistance factions 
fighting the PRK, I was met by a 
heavy-set man who looked to be in 
his 50s, General Pan Thai, head of 
the general staff. 

observation than anything else. 
Khmer Rouge were easy to pick out 
(even aside from their uniforms) 
because they never smile and if you 
try to take their picture, they scowl 
and give you a look that kills. (See 
"Chaotic Cambodia" sidebar for 
more on who's who.) 

I cleaned up a bit and walked 
around, studying the map that Tom 
Peterson had brought. The plan for 
attack was to head south, take the 
village of Kamping Puoy, then head 
south again and take Phnom Sruk 
from the east. 

Hopefully the enemy PRK troops 
would be expecting us from the west. 
At the same time, other KPNLF 
regiments would attack four other 
towns and blow up two bridges on 
Highway 6, the main east-west artery 
in Cambodia, isolating the enemy 
soldiers. 

Over coffee, I was told that there 
would be a campaign to take the 

KPNLF troop odiusts sling on freshly captured AK-47 in 
town of Phnom Sruk, 40km east of preporotion for oHock on Phnom Puoy. Photo: Mox Weale 
Thmar Puok, the KPNLF stronghold 

The attack was scheduled for 0200 
the following morning, but then we 
got delayed for a day at the last· 
minute. No explanation, but I as­
sumed because this was a coordi­
nated attack, leaders were still trying 
to get everything and everyone in 
place. 

and center of civilian operations. As 
the general talked, a strange beast from his private zoo paced the 
ground eating rocks. 

I wondered what I would be eating for the next week. 
An hour later, we were off down the dusty road toward Thmar 

Puok. I lucked out, as the other two journalists with me, Soldier of 
Fortune correspondent Torn Peterson and photographer Max 
Weale, speak fluent Thai, which made communication a snap. 

The soldiers in the truck were light-hearted. After 12 years of 
bloody civil war, they had become pros, heading out to do a job they 
had done so many times before, enjoying the ride and the company. 
It was three hours to Thmar Puok, where we had a great lunch of 
God-knows-what. I didn't ask. Then we headed out - another four 
hours by truck. 

Every Man A Liberation Front 

Pulling up to our rendezvous, I was amazed to see two ancient 
Soviet tanks. One didn ' t run and was being towed to battle to be 
used for its gun. Life in the fast lane. There were many soldiers 
from each of the rebel groups milling around, mostly U.S.-backed 
KPNLF and Chinese-backed Sihanoukists. 

There were even a few Khmer Rouge around, more for 
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The next afternoon, we headed out 
across a vast field. The back of the 

Nissan truck was packed full of soldiers and gear and, once again, 
my flabby Western body was wincing in pain. The guy next to me, 
or under me, mimicked explosions and pointed to the field. Bingo. 
Land mines. Great. Then I found out that only one guy with us knew 
the road - and he wasn't driving. 

§ o all eyes were on this guy, the driver watching him in his 
rearview mirror ... I was watching him too, instead of 
breathing. It began to get dark and I thought about New 

Mexico and how I would never see it again. 

Land Of The Legless 

We kept veering off the road, then had to back up and try again. 
On one occasion we got stuck, got out and started pushing. Visions 
of legless refugees invaded my thoughts. The little Soviet mines 
used here are perfect for popping off your leg just below the knee. 

But we got through the field - all still walking. I sucked in air 
and passed out cigarettes, making friends. We spent the night in a 
very small village just across the river from the enemy PRK troops. 
Our guys were drinking Mekong whisky and fading off to sleep. 

Waking early, we had the usual breakfast of rice and fried frog, 
freshly caught that morning. I had some American rations and 
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passed around some five-year-old beef stroganoff. Then we headed 
off on foot and wagon to take Kamping Puoy, which didn't take 
long after the (working) tank arrived. 

After a while, the KPNLF soldiers had their tank positioned just 
outside of the village. Apparently, as soon as the enemy troops saw 
it, they got scared. But it took a brief firefight to get them to 
surrender. We took about 15 PRK troops as prisoners. There were 
no casualties. 

None of the younger people in the newly liberated village had 
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Captured PRK troops after liberation of Kamping Puoy. POWs are 
treated well by the resistance for various reasons, including 
propaganda value. Photo: Peter Bussian 

ever seen a foreigner; they stared at me beyond belief. I gave the old 
ladies some Copenhagen in exchange for betel nut. All of us 
got sick. 

Next, we traveled by oxcart to meet up with artillery support to 
take the main objective - Phnom Sruk. Tom Peterson broke his 
foot in an oxcart accident, but stoically said it didn't hurt. 

At our new camp we put up our hammocks as a soldier picked 
little red berries and handed them out to us, giggling hysterically as 
our mouths puckered and we spit them out. I wasn't laughing. A 
few guys sat around the fire roasting chicken. The commander was 
perched cross-legged under a tree, talking on the radio - and 
listening intently to the battle going on just a few kilometers away 
at Phnom Sruk. 

We had been on the move for two days now, first liberating the 
village of Kamping Puoy, then moving into this position. The 
troops were dead tired; this little respite meant a lot. But not 
for long. 

The radio erupted with 
screaming voices. The 
front line soldiers were in 

Preparing for battle on 
the two T-54 tanks (one 
pulls the other) shortly 
before the attack on 
Phnom Sruk. Photo: Max 
Wea le 
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Residents of Komping Puoy cheer KPNLF troops ofter liberating the ir town - 1) for kicking the PRK out, 2) for not destroying their homes in 
the process . Photo: Peter Bussion 

trouble. Five enemy tanks had opened fire from Phnom 
Sruk. Guys scrambled off down the hill to fi re off a few 
rounds from their captured, Soviet-made 122mm guns. 

The rest of us loaded up the trucks with supplies in 
anticipation of fa lling back. KPNLF guys on USAID­
supplied dirt bikes clattered off down the land-m ine 
infested road to fi nd a new camp. 

Then we hunkered down to wait for the fi re. We dug 
holes, more fo r something to do than fo r any real hope that 
they would save us if a shell landed dead-on in the camp. 
Every few minutes, a faint explosion could be heard fa r 
off to the southeast. 

N o one uttered a sound. Then I heard an enormous 
whizzing sound and the shells landed. Most of 
them hit around 1,000 meters to the west. But, as 

the hours grew, the shells got closer. Everyone was 
wondering how close they had to get before we could bolt. 

Finally, the order came. As Tom Peterson, Max and I 
were evacuating by motorcycle, troops began piling into 
their enormous, ugly Soviet trucks. Soon, we were off 
down the bumpy road. As the last truck pulled out, a shell 
exploded right in the middle of the camp. A li ttle further 
down the road, another shell exploded 3 meters off the 
right side of the truck, amazingly doing no damage. 

After reaching our destination, everyone was ta lking at 
once - tales of our " close one" and the disappointment 
at fail ing to take Phnom Sruk. Hands were flailing. We 
broke out the Mekong and talked deep into the night, 
keeping a watchful eye on the horizon - and ears wide 
open . We could have to fall back again. 

After about two hours, the shelling started agai n. We 
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;HIAl'\D JLJ~'\fG CAMBODIAN POWs 
During my stay in Cambodia, I 

found it interesting the way POWs 
were treated by various factions in 
the war. 

One late morning, I came across 
a group of nine POWs; a few 
KPNLF troops stood guard. The 
captured men were all in their late 
teens or early 20s, wearing stan­
dard-issue, faded PAK khaki 
uniforms. 

They appeared more relieved to 
be out of the fight and still alive than 
fearful of having been captured. 
The conversations between the 
POWs and their captors appeared 
to be quite relaxed. 

The general attitude among 
resistance troops I met was that 
these men had been forced by the 
PAK regime to serve in the army 
and, therefore, were victims of the 
government like everyone else. Be­
cause of this, the KPNLF troops 
didn't seem to harbor any personal 

hatred for the individual PAK 
soldiers. 

The senior-ranking POW was a 
20-year-old sergeant named Yea 
Sophi. He said the contingent he 
had left with from Kompong Cham 
by truck started with 700 men, but 
by the time they arrived at Phnom 
Sruk, only 500 remained due to 
desertions on the way. 

From here, the POWs would be 
sent to the rear for interrogation. 
Resistance policy is to release 
nearly all POWs after interrogation. 

The purpose of this is have the 
released prisoners return home 
and spread the word of their hu­
mane treatment at the hands of the 
resistance. 

By doing this, the KPNLF serve 
the cause of the resistance by 
encouraging even more desertions 
and surrenders. 

- Tom Peterson 
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CHAOTXC CA.f\'\lBODIA: FORECAST CALLS FOR BLOOD 

]For Cambodia, 1991 
began with continuing, 
but still unsuccessful, ef­

forts to find a political solution to 
that country's devastating civil 
war. 

The question of a political 
solution rests with a plan 
drafted by the Permanent Five 
members of the United Nations 
(U .N.) Security Council (the 
U.S. , the UK, the USSR, 
France and China). 

Called "the last best chance 
for peace in Cambodia, " this 
plan calls for the U.N. to as­
sume administrative authority 
over the country, deploy a large 
peacekeeping force to maintain 
security, and organize free and 
fair elections so that the people 
of Cambodia (the Khmers) can 
choose who will govern them. 

sign anyone who is violating the 
peace plan. 

Fourth, the U.N. is to verify 
that all Vietnamese troops have 
been withdrawn from Cam­
bodia. 

The resistance has accepted 
the plan without reservation. 
The PAK has not. 

Early in October 1990, the 
first meeting of the SNC col­
lapsed when disputes arose 
over its composition. The PAK 
objected to resistance presi­
dent Prince Sihanouk's role as 
chairman, as well as his even 
being a member of the SNC. 

chea), who ruthlessly ruled 
Cambodia from 1975 to 1978. 
Therefore, they have said that 
they will agree to having forces 
from both sides moved to 
designated areas, but will not 
agree to disarm or demobilize 
their own soldiers. 

The U.N. has tried to explain 
to the PAK that any attempt to 
grab power will be prevented by 
U.N. ·peacekeeping forces. 
Additionally, the two non­
communist resistance factions, 
the Khmer People's National 
Liberation Front (KPNLF) and 
Sihanouk's forces, the Armee 

Nationate 
Sihanouki­
ste (ANS), 
have said 
that they 

would as­
sist the 
U.N. in 

keeping 
tabs on the 

Khmer 
Rouge to 

estimates there are still 10,000 
to 30,000 Vietnamese troops in 
Cambodia.) 

The resistance has been 
capitalizing on this discontent 
by increasing its political and 
civil-affairs operations in rural 
Cambodia. 

Also, preoccupied with its 
own problems, the old patron of 
communist Southeast Asia, the 
Soviet Union, has announced 
that it is cutting military and 
economic aid both to the PRK 
in Phnom Penh, and Hanoi. 

Thus. in general, the PRK 
troops remain confined to the 
main population centers and 
communication routes. Its peri­
odic efforts to push into resis­
tance-held areas with its gener­
ally poor-quality troops have 
been short-lived and unsuc­
cessful. The initiative of where 
and when to strike rests mainly 
with the resistance, even 
though they are often short of 
ammunition and supplies. 

As part of the plan, a 12-
member Supreme National 
Council (SNC) has also been 
formed to represent Cambo­
dian sovereignty during the 
transitional period of U.N. ad­
ministration. The SNC is com­
posed of six members from the 
People's Republic of Kampu­
chea (PAK) government and 
six from the resistance (two 
from each of the major three 
factions). 

The resis­
tance, in 
turn, ob­
jected to 
PAK lead­
er Heng 
Samrin 's 
prime 
minister 
Hun 
Sen's de­
mand to 
beSNC 
vice-chair-
man. 

Al­
though 
the resis-

Young ANS troops being issued RPG­
launchers prior to assaults on PRK­
held towns of Kamping Puoy and 
Phnom Sruk. Photo: Max Weale 

prevent 
them from 

concealing 
troops am! 

The non-communist resis­
tance has received some mili­
tary aid from China and Sin­
gapore, along with non-lethal 
assistance from the U.S., which 
ranges from trucks and radios 
to medicine and Meals, Ready 
to Eat (MREs). 

To ensure that one side or 
the other doesn't take advan­
tage of the plan, a number of 
measures have been set down 
by the U.N. 

First, the U.N. is to supervise 
the vital ministries of defense, 
interior and foreign affairs to 
ensure they are in neutral 
hands. 

Second, all armed forces of 
the PRK and the resistance are 
to be disarmed and demobi­
lized under U.N. supervision. 

Third, U.N. officials are to be 
placed in both the offices of the 
resistance groups and the PRK 
with full powers to monitor 
operations and remove or reas-

tance later dropped its objec­
tion to Hun Sen, the PAK has 
continued to reject Prince Siha­
nouk. The resistance feels that · 
without Sihanouk, the SNC 
would become dominated by 
Hun Sen and used as an 
international platform to push 
the PRK's (and Vietnam's) 
agenda for Cambodia. 

A ll of this, however, has 
been largely overshad­
owed by the PAK rejec­

tion of the U.N. plan. 
The PRK rulers in Phnom 

Penh claim that the plan con­
tains no safeguards to prevent 
a return to power by the Khmer 
Rouge (officially known as the 
D.K. - Democratic Kampu-

were out of ammunition, so we clammered into the old trucks and 
started off down the road, heading straight for Thmar Puok and the 
Thai border. Along the way, we passed through little villages, 
where people all came out and cheered. It was cold and I had frigid 
AK-47s embedded in my backside. 

We heard on the radio that the rest of the KPNLF offensive had 
been a success: four towns were taken and both bridges were blown 
up on Highway 6. Only our group had failed to take Phnom Sruk, 
the main objective. The men told me this was common. 
Ammunition and military hardware are in constant short supply for 
the KPNLF, giving the Khmer Rouge the upper hand in the 
resistance. 

Finally we reached Thmar Puok, practically civilization, ate and 
went to bed - in a real bed. 

The next morning, we high-tailed over to the border. General Pan 
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power-grab. 

weapons 
for a 

The Permanent Five nations 
also feel that if the PAK is 
allowed its conditions, the re­
sistance would also demand 
theirs, and the plan would even­
tually collapse from endless 
bickering over the terms. 

l'lowever, to date, the PAK 
government remains steadfast 
in its rejection of the plan. The 
PAK has also decided to or­
ganize its own national elec­
tions in 1992, with or without a 
political settlement. 

The resistance feels that the 
PAK is simply afraid of losing 
power in a free election, and 
views the PAK as nothing more 
than a puppet of Vietnam. (It 

I mportantly (and danger­
ously), however, it is be­
lieved that the exclusively 

Chinese-supported Khmer 
Rouge have ample stocks of 
both ammunition and supplies. 
But, even while the KPNLF 
attack on Phnom Sruk failed 
because of ammunition and 
supply problems, the other ob­
jectives along and near High­
way 6 were taken. However, 
even here, the resistance was 
forced to quickly pull back north 
of Highway 6 after overrunning 
five positions and destroying 
two bridges to avoid PRK fire-

Cont. on page 106 

Thai was in a good mood after the success of the last few days. On 
the whole, the offensive went great - relatively light KPNLF 
losses: 10 dead and a few wounded. (See" Attack On Phnom Sruk" 
sidebar for strategy and weaponry used in the battle.) 

Also, a lot of territory had been gained. PRK forces were now cut 
off from resupply on Highway 6. In a few days the rebels would try 
for the village of Phnom Sruk once again - this time knowing the 
situation better and hopefully with more ammo. 

General Pan Thai needed to go teach a military class and was on 
the run . We said our good-byes and crossed over into Thailand. 

Back in the Thai border town of Aranyaprathet, I headed for the 
local ice cream parlor. 

Peter Bussian is a freelance photojournalist based in Santa Fe, New 
Mexico.~ 

AUGUST 91 



T he main objectives of 
th is attack were the dis­
trict town of Phnom Sruk 

(about 300km northwest of 
Phnom Penh) and a series of 
PRK-held posts and bridges 
along a 15km stretch of Highway 
6 between Sisophon and Siem 
Reap. 

Max Weale, Peter Bussian 
and I went in with the forces 
attacking Phnom Sruk. 

If totally successful, the 
operation would cut the only 
remaining road link to Siem 
Reap, a provincial city of about 
70,000 people, and the nearby 
Angkor Wat temple complex, the 
symbolic heart and soul of the 
Khmer nation. 

In May and June of 1990, 
forces fighting against the PRK 
had already taken control of up 
to 75km of Highway 6 east of 
Siem Reap toward the central 
Cambodian city of Kompong 
Thom (about 150km north of 
Phnom Penh) . 

The isolation and fall of Siem 
Reap and Angkor Wat would 
have serious political and mili­
tary implications for the PRK 
regime. 

Since then, the PRK forces 
had been left with only one way 
to resupply and reinforce Siem 
Reap and most of northern and 
western Cambodia by road from 
the capital. This involved making 
a detour around the southern 
portion of Lake Tonie Sap along 
Highway 5 from Phnom Penh 
through Battambang and Siso­
phon. 

The town of Phnom Sruk cov­
ers approximately 2 square kilo­
meters and lies about 15km 
north of Highway 6, to which it is 
linked by a dirt road called High­
way 815. A number of villages 
are located around the town , 
mostly to the north. The town 
itself was said to be largely 
empty of its civilian population. 

The terrain around Phnom 
Sruk is, almost without excep­
tion , totally flat and open. Only 
the sparsely wooded areas 
about 3 to 5km to the north and 
on the eastern edge of the town 
itself provided any significant 
cover. 

Enemy forces defending the 
area reportedly consisted of 
about 500 to 600 men drawn 
from regular troops of Regiment 
11, Division 1 709, local forces, 
and A-3 field police. The bulk of 
these troops (perhaps 300 to 
400) were deployed to hold 
three strongpoints located in the 
southeast, center and southwest 
of the town. 

The main position was re­
ported to be located in the south­
west corner of Phnom Sruk, 
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around the district office. The 
position in the southeastern 
edge of town was also said to 
hold ammunition and weapons 
stores. A string of defensive 
positions were reported to be in 
place along a series of villages 
close to the northern outskirts of 
the town. 

The eastern and western ap­
proaches to the town were said 
to be heavily mined. 

The remainder of the PRK 
forces were deployed outward to 
a number of small posts around 
Phnom Sruk. Five kilometers 
northeast and northwest of town 
the villages of Kamping Puoy 
and Trapeang Thmar, respec-

lively, held understrength com­
panies of only 30 to 40 
men each. 

At Kok Trek , south of Phnom 
Sruk on Highway 815, were an 
estimated 80 to 100 troops. This 
position was of special interest 
since it possibly also contained 
the command post of Regi ­
ment 11. 

A lso, about 100 to 150 
troops deployed in sev­
eral platoon posts were 

strung out in a south to northeast 
picket line starting from a 
wooden bridge on Highway 815 
spanning 0-Rumchek stream, 
which intersected the road 8km 
southwest of town. The outpost 
line ran from the bridge to the 
village of Bosabov, just south­
east of Phnom Sruk. 

In addition to the standard 
support weapons of mortars and 
recoilless rifles, these troops 
were also backed up by two field 
guns positioned inside the town , 
one 76mm, the other 122mm. 

Two T-54 tanks were report­
edly in place at Kok Trek. From 
time to time these vehicles 
would drive up to Phnom Sruk 
where a third T-54 was reported 

to be positioned. The vehicle in 
town was said to be non­
operational but kept there to 
reinforce the strongpoints as a 
sort of big, steel bunker. 

The main PRK position (which 
could provide rapid support to 
Phnom Sruk) was at Pranet 
Preah, about 25km to the south­
west below Highway 6. An esti­
mated 500 troops (some report­
edly Vietnamese) were based 
there with a number of T-54s, 
artillery pieces and BM-21 truck­
mounted multiple rocket-launch­
ers. 

Another post manned by 200 
local troops with one 130mm 
field gun was located at Rum-

dual village on Highway 6 about 
1 5km south of town and east of 
the intersection of Highway 815 
with the main road . 

Basically, the resistance 
operational plan called for si­
multaneous assaults against nu­
merous targets over a wide area 
employing maximum speed and 
shock of action to break and 
confuse the PRK forces. 

All attacks would go in shortly 
before or after midnight to take 
advantage of the darkness to 
conceal movement and gain 
maximum surprise . 

While the Phnom Sruk area 
would be the objective of Opera­
tion Zone 3 troops (reinforced by 
other elements) , the targets to 
the west would be hit by Opera­
tion Zone 5 troops and the 
KPNLF 1 Brigade. 

Five hundred KPNLF soldiers 
would push from the northeast 
on Kamping Puoy (the town 
itself) and the picket-line strung 
out southeast of it. Simulta­
neously, KPNLF forces would 
attack from the northwest 
through Trapeang Thmar with 
another 500 men. 

Also approaching from the 

northwest would be a KPNLF 
force of 500 men that would 
close with Highways 815 and 6 
to block any PRK attempt to 
reinforce Phnom Sruk. This 
force would destroy the wooden 
bridge at 0-Rumchek, mine 
Highway 815 and set up 75mm 
recoilless rifles to engage any 
armor moving along the road . 

Supporting fi re would be pro­
vided by a small battery of three 
captured Soviet-made 76mm, 
85mm and 122mm guns in addi­
tion to one BM-6 107mm mul­
tiple rocket-launcher firing from 
positions about 1 Okm north of 
Phnom Sruk. 

Closer in , 82mm mortars 
would add their fire to the attack 
from baseplate positions about 
3km north of the town. The 
command post would locate for­
ward positions to within a few 
hundred meters of the artillery. 

Additionally, the post at Rum­
dual would be rocketed by about 
30 107mm rockets in an attack 
to divert the defenders' attention 
away from Phnom Sruk during 
the initial stages of the assault. 

Also supporting the resis­
tance would be the two T-54s 
captured from the PRK in earl ier 
battles. 

The resistance field com­
manders expressed full confi­
dence in their soldiers' morale 
and abilities. Their only concern 
was their limited stocks of 
rocket-propelled grenade (RPG) 
and artillery rounds. But they 
hoped to overcome this by a 
fast, hard-hitting advance, which 
would carry them right into the 
town before PRK forces could 
react properly. 

§ till, there were nayging 
concerns, as ammunition 
shortages had already 

caused an earlier disaster at 
Phnom Sruk. In February 1990, 
resistance forces captured the 
town but then lost it in a counter­
attack shortly afterward when 
they ran out of ammo. As many 
as 200 men were captured by 
the PRK in that action. 

The armor which the resis­
tance had planned to use in 
spearheading the attack was 
now also out of the picture. The 
two tanks had to work in support 
of each other with the infantry. 
And, the commanders didn't 
want to risk losing the still­
operational tank. Without it, the 
non-operational T-54 would 
have to be abandoned, since 
only the operational tank could 
tow it away in the event of the 
attack being called off. 

Only a rapid ammunition 
resupply, now being organized, 
could get the attack moving 
again. - Tom Peterson 
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''THE 
General Norman Schwarzkopfs Complete 

• Iraqi 
Forces 

Coalition 
Forces 

• 

SAUDI ARABIA 

• 

Before the air war began, Iraqi forces outnumbered Coalition troops 3 to 2; 
U.S. and Coalition forces were concentrated and aligned opposite the enemy in 
Kuwait, reinforcing Iraq's belief that an attack would come over the 
Saudi-Kuwaiti frontier. An active naval presence in the gulf presented the 
threat of an amphibious landing. 

SAUDI ARABIA 

At 0400, two Saudi task forces (A) moved up the coast, penetrating Iraqi 
defenses. The /st and 2nd Marine Divisions (B) punched through the border 
near where Iraq expected an assault to begin. The biggest surprise took place to 
the west: French forces and one brigade from the U.S. 82nd Airborne Division 
(C) drove toward As Salman airfield. Hours later, the 10/st Airborne 
Division (D) moved north to establish a forward fuel and ammunition base. 
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Special Forces"-* • 

• 
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-Lo~ Bases~ · 

SAUDI ARABIA 

With Iraq's ability to perform air reconaissance wiped out by the air war, 
Coalition forces shifted to the west unobserved, gaining the vital element of 
surprise. Logistics bases were created by moving thousands upon thousands of 
tons of supplies. U.S. Special Forces(*) were dropped behind enemy lines w 
provide friendly reconnaissance . 

• 

SAUDI ARABIA 

Later that day the surprise invasion in the west continued as the U.S. VII 
Corps (A), which included the 1st British Armored Division, mounted a 
massive assault into Iraq. The 24th Mechanized Infantry Division (B) also 
broke over the western border, and the JOI st Airborne (C) continued pressing 
north to the Tigris-Euphrates Uzlley. That afternoon an Egyptian-led A rab 
force (D) and a second Saudi force (E) broke across the Kuwait border further 
to the east. 
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Briefing on Operation Desert Storm 

SAUDI ARABIA 

French lorces were po· 
Sftlone<I on the extreme 
lef1 ffan lc of the Coalilton 
thruS1 to protect against 
an Iraqi anack from the 
west. 

• As Salman 

·~· 

U.S. soldiers with the 10 tst Airborne D1lfl· 
sion - the .. Screaming Eagles· -
consolidated ihe1r hold on !he main highway 
m the Euphrates Rtver valley. a two-lane 
roadway lhat could have been used as an 
escape route tor retreating Iraqi forces. 
Meeting vu1uaHy no resistance. lhousands of 
soidiers fanned out to local vlllages aboard 
Black Hawlt. Cobra and Chinoolc heHcop1ers. 
d!stnbuttng water and attempting to counter 
Iraqi propaganda that U S. soldiers were 
cr...i1ian·devourrng cannibals. 

IRAQ 

On 27 February 1991, General Norman Schwarzkopf gave a 
briefing to the press and the world on the strategy behind Operation 
Desert Storm. Here is a complete text of that briefing: 

I 
promised some of you all a few days ago that as soon as the 

opportunity presented itself, I would give you a complete 
rundown on what we were doing, and, more importantly, 
why we were doing it; the strategy beh ind what we were 
doing. 

I've been asked by [Defense] Secretary [Richard B.] Cheney to 
do that th is even ing, and so, if you will bear with me, we ' re going 

Saudi troops (A) continued driving up the Kuwait coast. Off the coast, U.S. 
Special Forces pursued mine-clearing operations, keeping alive the threat of an 
amphibious landing. British forces (B) dr<T1Je east, as did additional Arab 
forces (C) and the VII Corps (D). The 24th Division (E) thrust to the 
Euphrates River and blacked east-west roads, cutting off Iraqi forces. French 
troops set up a defensive line in the west. 

Behind defensrve Imes west of Basra estab· 
lished by the Repubhcan Guard. ttiousands of 
other Iraqi troops onginally posrt1oned 1n 
Kuwait poured north toward Iraq. 1amming 
roads and creating bottlenecks as they sough! 
to escape into Basra or across makeshrft 
bndges over ttie Euphrates River. 

U.S. and British armored forces. in !he largest tank 
battle since World War II . anmhifated most of eight 
Repubhcan Guard divisions fn nonhwest Kuwait and 
souttieast Kuwait. cornp1e1mg the virtual destruction 
of the hatf-m11Hon-man lraai army of occupation Only 
one or al most two 1nlantry d1v1s1ons were left 
relatrvery intact among the Guard: wrth other d1v1s1ons 
reduced to as lrttle as two banahons before fleeing 
from pursuing forces of the U.S. Army·s VII Corps 
and XVIII Airborne Corps. 

IRAN 

Nine British soldiers died when an 
American A· 10 warplane mistakenly 
fired on two British infantry fighting 
vehicles belonging to the Royal Regi· 
ment of Fusiliers. The accident came 
despite what a British m il~ary spokes· 
man described as "mutual recogn ~ion 
symbols .. painted on the British vehi· ----•c1es. The 2nd Marine Division and the 

Army's Tiger Brigade consolidated 
their grip on highways and crossroads 
west and northwest of Kuwait City. 
meeting little opposition and sealing 
off escape routes from the capitat 

SAUDI ARABIA 

Supply depots for Coalition forces Coalition forces have taken about 
85,000 prisoners of war , according to 
U.S. officials. and !hat number 
continues to grow. 0 40 

MILES 

Charts ust d by pnrmission of tht Washington Post. 
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Gen. Norman Schwarzkopf points to operations map during his 27 February 
briefing. Photo: J. Langevin/Sygma 

to go through a briefing. 
This goes back to 7 August to 17 January. As you recall, we 

started our deployment on the 7th of August. Basically, what we 
started out against was a couple of hundred thousand Iraqis that 
were in the Kuwait theater of operation. I don't have to remind you 
all that we brought over initially defensive forces, in the form of the 
101st [Airborne Division], the 82nd [Airborne Division], the 24th 
Mechanized Infantry Division, the 3rd Armored Cavalry, and, in 
essence, we had them arrayed to the south behind the Saudi task 
force. Also, there were Arab forces over here in this area arrayed in 
defensive positions. And that, in essence, is the way we started. 

Jn the middle of November, the decision was made to increase 

They put a very, very heavy barrier of infantry along 
here and they proceeded to build an extensive barrier 
that went all the way across the border, down, and 
around, and up the side of Kuwait. 

Basically, the problem we were faced with was this: 
When you looked at the troop numbers, they really 
outnumbered us about 3 to 2. And when you consider 
the number of combat service support people we had, 
that ' s logisticians and that sort of thing, in our armed 
forces, as far as fighting troops, we were really 
outnumbered 2 to 1. 

In addition to that, they had 4,700 tanks versus our 
3,500 when the buildup was complete, and they had a 
great deal more artillery than we do. 

I think any student of military strategy would tell you 
that in order to attack a position, you should have a ratio 
of approximately 3 to 1 in favor of the attacker. And, in 
order to attack a position that is heavily dug-in and 
barricaded, such as the one we had here, you should 
have a ratio of 5 to I in the way of troops in the favor of 
the attacker. 

So, you can see basically what our problem was at 
that time. We were outnumbered at a minimum 3 to 2 as 
far as troops were concerned; we were outnumbered as 
far as tanks were concerned; and we had to come up 
with some way to make up the difference. 

I apologize for the busy nature of this chart, but I 
think it's very important for you to understand exactly 
what our strategy was. What you see here is a color 
coding where green is a "go" sign or a good sign as far 
as our forces are concerned; yellow would be a 
"caution" sign, and red would be a "stop" sign. Green 
represents units that have been attrited below 50% 
strength; the yellow are units that are between 50 and 
75% strength; and of course the red are units that are 
over 75% strength. 

What we did, of course, was start an extensive air 
campaign, and I briefed you in quite some detail on that 
in the past. One of the purposes I told you at that time of 
the extensive air campaign was to isolate the Kuwaiti 
theater of operation by taking out all the bridges and 

supply lines that ran between the north and the southern part of Iraq. 
That was to prevent reinforcement and supply coming into the 
southern part of Iraq and the Kuwaiti theater of operation. We also 
conducted a very heavy bombing campaign, and many people 
questioned why - why the extensive bombing campaign. This is 
the reason why . It was necessary to reduce these forces down to a 
strength that made them weaker, particularly along the fron t-line 
barrier that we had to go through. 

We continued our heavy operations out in the sea because we 
wanted the Iraqis to continue to believe that we were going to 
conduct a massive amphibious operation in this area. And I think 
many of you recall the number of amphibious rehearsals we had, to 

the force because by that time huge 
numbers of Iraqi forces had flowed in 
the area and generally in the disposi­
tion as they're shown right here, and 
therefore, we increased the forces and 
built up more forces. 

I would tell you that at this time we 
made a very deliberate decision to 
align all of those forces within the 
boundary looking north towards Ku­

include Imminent Thunder [a Marine 
amphibious training operation on the 
beaches of Saudi Arabia before the 
beginning of the ground war] that was 
written about quite extensively for 
many reasons. 

But we continued to have those 
operations because we wanted him to 
concentrate his forces, which he did. 

Once we had taken out his 
eyes, we did what could best 

be described as the Hail 
Mary play in football. 

I think this is probably one of the 
most important parts of the entire briefing I could talk about. As 
you know, very early on, we took out the Iraqi air force. We knew 
that he [Iraqi President Saddam Hussein] had very, very limited 
reconnaissance means. And therefore, when we took out his air 
force, for all intents and purposes, we took out his ability to see 
what we were doing down here in Saudi Arabia. 

wait, this being King Khalid military city over here. So, we aligned 
those forces so it very much looked like they were all aligned 
directly on the Iraqi position. 

We also at that time had a very active naval presence out in the 
Gulf. And we made sure that everybody understood about that 
naval presence. One of the reasons why we did that is because it 
became very apparent to us early on that the Iraqis were quite 
concerned about an amphibious operation across the shores to 
liberate Kuwait, this being Kuwait City. 
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Once we had taken out his eyes, we did what could best be 
described as the Hail Mary play in football. I think you recall, when 
the quarterback is desperate for a touchdown at the very end, what 
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he does is. he steps up behind the center, and all of a sudden every 
single one of his rece ivers goes way out to one Oank, and they all 
run down the fi e ld as fast as they possibly can and into the end zone, 
and he lobs the ball. 

In essence that's what we did. When we knew he couldn ' t see us 
any more, we did a massive movement of troops all the way out to 
the west, to the extreme west, because at that time we knew he was 
still fixed in this area with the vast majority of his forces, and once 
the ai r campaign started, he would be incapable of moving out to 
counter thi s move, even if he knew we made it. 

There were some additional troops out in this area, but they did 
not have the capability or the time to put in the barrier that had been 
described by Saddam Hussein as an absolutely impenetrable tank 
barrier that no one would ever get through; I believe those were 
his words. 

So this was absolutely an extraordinary move, I must tell you. I 
can' t recall any time in the annals of military history when this 
number of forces have moved over this distance to put themselves 
in a position to be 
able to attack. 

area so that they continued to think that we were going to be 
attacking along this coast, and therefore fixed their forces in this 
position. 

Our hope was that by fixing the forces in this position and with 
this attack through here in this position, we would basically keep 
the forces here and they wouldn ' t know what was going .on out in 
this area. And I believe we succeeded in that very well. 

At 4 o 'clock in the morning, the Marines, the 1st Marine 
Division and the 2nd Marine Division, launched attacks through the 
barrier system. They were accompan ied by the Tiger Brigade, U.S. 
Army Tiger Brigade of the 2nd Armored Division. At the same 
time, over here, two Saudi task forces also launched a penetration 
through this barrier. 

But while they were doing that, at 4 o ' clock in the morning over 
here, the 6th French Armored Division, accompanied by a brigade 
of the 82nd Airborne, also launched an overland attack to their 
objective up in this area, As Salman airfield. And we were held up 
a little bit by the weather, but by 8 o ' clock in the morning, the IOI st 

Airborne Air As­
sault launched an air 
assault deep in the 
enemy territory to 
establish a forward 
operating base in 
this location right 
here. 

Let me talk about 
each one of those 
moves. 

But what 's more 
important - and I 
th ink it's very, very 
important that I 
make this point -
and that· s these lo­
gistics bases. Not 
only did we move 
the troops out 
there, but we liter­
ally moved thou­
sands and thou­
sands of tons of 
fuel , of ammuni­
tion, of spare parts, 
of water and of 
food, out here into 
th is area, because 
we wanted to have 
enough supplies on 
hand so that if we 

Iraqis had 4, 700 tanks tu Coalition's 3,500, but most ended up like the one above. Photo: Robert K. Bruwn 

First of all, the 
Saudis over here on 
the east coast did a 
terrific job. They 
went up against a 
very, very tough 
barrier system. 
They breached the 
barrier very, very 
effectively. They 
moved out aggres­
sively and contin-

launched this and if we got into a slugfest battle, which we very 
easily could have gotten into, we'd have enough supplies to last for 
60 days. 

So it was an absolutely gigantic accomplishment, and I can ' t give 
credi t enough to the logisticians and the transporters who were able 
to pull this off, to the superb support we had from the Saudi 
government, the literally thousands and thousands of drivers, 
really, of every national origin , who helped us in this move out 
here. And of course, great credit goes to the commanders of these 
un its who were also able to maneuver their forces out here and put 
them in this position. 

But as a result, by 23 February, what you found is this situation. 
The front lines had been attrited down to a point where all of these 
un its were at 50% or below. The second level , basically, that we 
had to face - and these were the real tough fighters that we were 
worried about right here - were attrited to some place between 50 
and 75 %, although we still had the Republican Guard located here 
and here, and part of the Republican Guard in th is area, they were 
very strong; and the Republican Guard up in this area, strong. 

And we continued to hit the bridges all across this area to make 
absolutely sure that no more reinforcements came into the battle. 

This was the situation on 23 February. 
I shouldn 't forget these fellas. That SF stands for special forces. 

We put special forces deep into the enemy territory. They went out 
on strategic reconnaissance for us. And they let us know what was 
going on out there, and they were the eyes that were out there, and 
it's very im portant that I not forget those folks. 

Our plan initially had been to start over here in this l)rea and do 
exactly what the Iraqis thought we were going to do, and that's take 
them head-on into their most heavily defended area. Also, at the 
same time, we launched amphibious Oanks and naval gunfire in this 
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ued their attack up the coast. 
I can't say enough about the two Marine divisions. If I use words 

like brilliant, it would really be an under-description of the 
absolutely superb job that they did in breaching the so-called 
impenetrable barrier. It was a classic, absolutely classic, military 
breaching of a very, very tough minefield, barbed wire, fire 
trenches-type barrier. 

They went through the first barrier like it was water. They went 
across into the second barrier line, even though they were under 
artillery fire at the time. They continued to open up that breach. And 
then they brought both divisions streaming through that breach. 
Absolutely superb operation, a textbook, and I think it ' ll be studied 
for many, many years to come as the way to do it. 

I would also like to say that the French did an absolutely superb 
job of moving out rapidly to take their objective out here, and they 
were very, very successful, as was the lOlst. And again, we still had 
the Special Forces located in this area. What we found was as soon 
as we breached these obstacles here and started bringing pressure, 
we started getting a large number of surrenders. I think I talked to 
some of you all about that when I briefed you on the evening of the 
24th. 

We found we got a large number of surrenders. We also found 
that these forces right here were getting a larger number of 
surrenders and were meeting with a great deal of success. 

We were worried about the weather. The weather, it turned out, 
was going to get pretty bad the next day, and we were worried about 
launching this air assault. And we also started to have a huge 
number of atrocities, of really the most unspeakable type, 
committed in downtown Kuwait City, to include reports that the 
desalination plant had been destroyed. And when we heard that, we 
were quite concerned about what might be going on. 
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Based upon that and the situation as it was developing, we made 
a decision that rather than wait until the following morning to 
launch the remainder of these forces, that we would go ahead and 
launch those forces that afternoon. 

So this was the situation the afternoon of the 24th. The Marines 
continued to make great progress going through the breach in this 
area and were moving rapidly north. The Saudi task force on the 
east coast was also moving rapidly to the north and making very, 
very good progress. 

We launched another Egyptian-Arab force in this location and 
another Saudi force in this location, again to penetrate the barrier, 
but once again to make the enemy continue to think that we're 
doing exactly what he wanted us to do, and that's make a head-long 
assault into a very, very tough barrier system, a very, very tough 
mission for these folks here. 

But at the same time, what we did was continue to attack with the 
French. We continued - we launched an attack on the part of the 
entire VII Corps where the 1st Infantry Division went through, 
breached an obstacle and minefield barrier here, established quite a 
large breach, through which we passed the 1st British Armored 
Division. 

At the same time, we launched the 1st Armored Division, the 3rd 
Armored Division, and because of our deception plan and the way 
it worked, we didn ' t even have to worry about a barrier. We just 
went right around the enemy and were behind him in no time at all. 

The 2nd Armored Cavalry Division and the 24th Mech Division 
also launched out here in the far west. And I ought to talk about the 
101 st because this is an important point. 

Once the 101st had their forward operation base established here, 
they then went ahead and launched into the Tigris and the 
Euphrates Valley. There's a lot of people who are still saying that 
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USS Wisconsin fires guns during Operation Desert Storm. Naval presence 
kept Iraq worried about an amphibious attack to liberate Kuwait. Photo: DoD 

the object of the United States of America was to capture Iraq and 
cause the downfall of the entire country of Iraq. 

Ladies and gentlemen, when we were here, we were 150 miles 
away from Baghdad, and there was nobody between us and 
Baghdad. 

If it had been our intention to take Iraq, if it had been our 
intention to destroy the country, if it had been our intention to 
overrun the country, we could have done it unopposed for all intents 
and purposes from this position at this time. But that was not our 
intention. We had never said it was our intention. 

Our intention was purely to eject the Iraqis out of Kuwait and to 
destroy the military power that had come in here. So, this was the 
situation at the end of February the 24th in the afternoon. 

The next two days went exactly like we thought they would go. 
The Saudis continued to make great progress up on the eastern 
flank, keeping the pressure off the Marines on the flank here; the 
Special Forces went out and started operating small boat operations 
out in this area to help clear mines but also to threaten the flanks 
here and to continue to make them think that we were, in fact, going 
to conduct amphibious operations. 

The Saudi forces that came in and took - and Arab forces that 
came in and took - these two initial objectives, turned to come in 
o.n the flank heading toward Kuwait City. 

The British passed through and continued to attack up this flank, 
and, of course, the VII Corps came in and attacked in this direction. 
The 24th Infantry Division made an unbelievable move all the way 
across into the Tigris and Euphrates Valley and proceeded in 
blocking this avenue of egress out of - which was the only avenue 
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... when we were here, we were 150 miles away from 
Baghdad, and there was nobody between us and Baghdad. 

of egress left because we continued to make sure that the bridges 
stayed down. So, there was no way out once the 24th was in this 
area and the lOlst continued to operate in here. 

The French, having succeeded in achieving all of their 
objectives, then set up a flanking position, a flank guard position 
here to make sure that no forces came in and got us from the flank. 
By this time, we had destroyed or rendered completely ineffective 
over 21 Iraqi divisions. And, of course, that then brings us to today. 
Where we are today is we now have a solid wall across the north of 
the XVIII Airborne Corps, consisting of the units shown right here, 
attacking straight to the east; we have a solid wall here, again, of the 
VII Corps, also attacking straight to the east. The forces that they 
are fighting right now are the forces of the Republican Guard. 

Again, today, we had a very significant day when the Arab forces 
coming from the west and the east closed in and moved into Kuwait 
City, where they are now in the process of clearing Kuwait City 
entirely and assuring that it's absolutely secure. The 1st Marine 
Division continues to hold Kuwaiti International Airport; the 2nd 
Marine Division continues to be in a position where it blocks any 
egress out of the city of Kuwait, so no one can leave. To date, we 
have destroyed over 29 - destroyed or rendered inoperable; I don't 
like to say "destroyed" because that gives you the vision of 
absolutely killing everyone, and that's not what we are doing - but 
we have rendered completely ineffective over 29 Iraqi divisions, 
and the gates are closed. There was no way out of here; there was 
no way out of here; and the enemy is fighting us in this location 
right here. 

We continue, of course, to have overwhelming air power. The air 
has done a terrific job from start to finish in supporting the ground 
forces, and we also have had great support from the Navy, both in 
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Crew at Patriot missile site, Riyadh. Photo: Robert K. Brown 

the form of naval gunfire and in the support of carrier air. That's the 
situation at the present time. 

Peace is not without a cost. These have been the U.S. casualties 
to date. As you can see, these are the casualties that we had in the 
air war. Then, of course, we had the terrible misfortune of the Scud 
attack the other night, which, again, because the weapon 
malfunctioned, it caused death, unfortunately, rather than a proper 
function. 

The loss of one human life is intolerable to any of us who are in 
the military. But I would tell you that casualties of that order of 
magnitude, considering the job that's been done and the number of 
forces that are involved, is almost miraculous as far as the light 
number of casualties. It will never be miraculous for the families of 
those people, but it is miraculous. 

Anyhow, this is what's happened to date with the Iraqis. They 
started out with over 4,000 tanks; as of today, we have over 3,000 
confirmed destroyed, and I do mean destroyed or captured. And, as 
a matter of fact, that number is low because you can add 700 to that 
as a result of a battle that's going on right now with the Republican 
Guard. So, that number is very, very high, and we 've almost 
completely destroyed the offensive capability of the Iraqi forces in 
the Kuwaiti theater of operation. The armored vehicle count is also 
very, very high. And, of course, you can see we're doing great 
damage to the artillery. The battle is still going on, and I suspect 
that these numbers will mount rather considerably. 

It is not a Nintendo game. It is a tough battlefield where people 
are risking their lives at all times, and great heroes are out there, and 
we ought to all be very, very proud of them.~ 
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I 

Genius of Desert Storm 

AVE after wave of applause 
rolled through the U.S. House 
of Representatives with mem­
bers of Congress from both the 
House and the Senate standing 
in respect, even adulation. The 

smiles and the cheers thundered on as 
General H. Norman Schwarzkopf, the 
genius of Desert Storm, stepped with 
dignity up to the dais to deliver a spell­
binding speech to a capacity audience. 

He thanked God, the president, Con­
gress and the American people. He spoke 
with unashamed pride and love when he 
thanked the troops. "Who were we?" 
Schwarzkopf asked. "We were 541,000 
soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and 
Coast Guardsmen. We were the thunder 
and lightning of Operation Desert Storm. 
We're the U.S. military and damned proud 
of it." 

Without his actually saying as much, his 
presence spoke also of another war in 
which he had served - Vietnam. The last 
senior Army officer to address Congress 
was Gen. William Westmoreland, com­
mander of U.S. Forces in Vietnam. In his 
address on 28 April 1967, he spoke of 
victory and triumph that would never 
come. Westmoreland told Congress, 
"Backed at home by resolve, confidence, 
patience, determination and continued 
support, we will prevail in Vietnam over 
the Communist aggressor." 

Schwarzkopf seemed to be trying to 
exorcise the ghost of Vietnam. In a direct 
contrast to Westmoreland's unfulfilled 

by Richard Mackenzie 

hope for bipartisan support for the Viet­
nam War, Schwarzkopf thanked the Amer­
ican people for what they had already done 
during the Gulf War. "Because of you, 
when that terrible first day of war came, 
we knew we would not fail. We knew we 
had the strength of the American people 
behind us. And with that strength, we were 
able to get the job done, kick the Iraqis out 
of Kuwait and get back home.'' 

With his words, Schwarzkopf unfurled 
the Desert Storm victory like a giant 
banner whipping in the wind. He would 
also march in the glow of that glory on 10 
June in New York City when he headed 
what New York Mayor David Dinkins 
called the Mother of All Ticker Tape 
Parades. 

If Schwarzkopf invoked the memory of 
Vietnam in his appearance before Con­
gress, he carried it with him in Desert 
Storm. So did virtually every senior com­
mander of the U.S. Forces. Vietnam 
permeated aspects of the operation across 
the board - from the decision not to 
release enemy casualty statistics and 
thereby get into the "body count busi­
ness" to the way that air operations were 
conducted. 

"The Bear" 

With two tours in Vietnam and a key 
role in Grenada, Schwarzkopf is one of the 
most highly decorated soldiers among the 
Pentagon's senior commanders. He was 
first an infantryman, then trained as a 
paratrooper with the lOlst Airborne. 
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General H. Norman Schwarzkopf. 
Photo: A. Tannenbaum/Sygma 



Standing 6 feet 3 inches with the bulk that 
contributes to his nickname, ''The Bear,'' 
he is the model of a decent family man 
according to the deputy commander in 
chief of CentCom, Lieutenant General 
Calvin A. Waller. He does have a temper, 
which he has been known to unleash on 
those who work for him. 

Wounded twice while in Vietnam, 
he earned two Purple Hearts, 
three Silver Stars, two Bronze 

stars with "V" device, Master Parachutist 
Badge, Combat Infantryman Badge, 
Legion of Merit, Defense Superior Service 
Medal, the Distinguished Service Medal 
with Oak Le a f C lusters and the 
Distinguished Flying Cross. 

Throughout the two months of Desert 
Storm, I spoke with Schwarzkopf and half 
a dozen of the key generals helping him 
run the war. Each of them had been a 
young officer in the conflict in Southeast 
Asia. Each vowed not to repeat what they 
thought were the mistakes of Vietnam. 
More important, they vowed not to have 
earlier errors imposed on them. 

Lightning Deception And The Hail 
Mary Attack 

The day before senior Iraqi soldiers 
traveled overland to Safwan in southern 
Iraq in effect to surrender, Schwarzkopf 
sat in his headquarters at the Saudi 
Arabian Ministry of Defense and Aviation, 
stretching back in a chair to talk about the 
war he was about to win. He spoke of what 
will be studied by military historians - the 
lightning deception he pulled off, the 
" Hail Mary" attack. He spoke of his 
childhood, controversies of the siege on 
Baghdad and of his love for the troops. 

"I have loved soldiers since my first 
platoon," he said after a long, emotional 
pause. " I learned a long time ago that the 
American soldier, if he is properly 
resourced and properly led, will do 
anything in the world you ask him to do. 
That's this," he added, waving his hand in 
arc across an imaginary map. "I don't 
know of many armies in the world that 
would have ever done the Hail Mary play, 
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Contrary to the way the Vietnam War 
was run, In the Persian Gulf, President 
Bush left decisions up to the military. 
Photo: Markowltz/Sygma 

even begun to think they could have done 
it. An awful lot of people told me I was 
crazy. A lot of my staff, my subordinate 
officers, doubted our capability to do that. 
Then once you ' re out there, whoosh! Not 
just do it, but be able to logistically 
support it. '' 

Eventually and inevitably, our 
conversation turned to Vietnam and how 

its specter had hung over the blazing desert 
crisis. "It did," Schwarzkopf said. "But 
remember: The United States military did 
not lose the war in Vietnam. Period . In the 
two years I was in Vietnam, I was in many 
battles. I was never in a defeat." 

He grinned sheepishly. "Carne pretty 
close a couple of times. But we were never 
defeated. The outcome of the Vietnam 
War was a political defeat, but it was not a 
military defeat. Despite the number of 
times you heard the petty dictators and 
people like that always talk about the 
glorious way the Viet Cong defeated the 
U.S. military, it's a myth. It never 
happened.'' 

But, he added, it taught him and those of 

his era a lesson. " Those of us who were 
involved in that type of war had to analyze 
how that war was conducted. And we had 
to determine that the next time we went to 
war, we probably had to do it in a different 
way. Not necessarily from the military 
standpoint but from the po li tical 
standpoint." 

Air Force Lt. Gen. Charles A. Homer, 
who ran the air war, agreed: "Many of us 
came through the same experience in 
Vietnam and saw all the gross errors in the 
operation there and vowed it would never 
happen again.'' 

A t the height of the war, Marine 
Brigadier General Richard I. Neal, 
the man who ran the underground 

war room in Riyadh at night as deputy 
director of operations of U.S. Central 
Command, sat back in an office in the 
Riyadh Hyatt Regency Hotel, relaxing for 
a brief time before going on duty . "We 
don ' t have the 'Johnson looking at the map 
and picking the targets' mentality. Thank 
God, those days are over.'' 

"That," Gen. Homer added, "was 
"disaster." 

General Neal said that in his time in 
Vietnam he did not see such interference 
firsthand. "I was a lieutenant and a captain 
there. My war was what was to the left and 
to the right of me. But it was a terrible way 
to run a war. I realize we are under the 
leadership and the direction of the civilians 
and that's the way it should be. But once 

General Dad with son, daughter and 
Mrs. Schwarzkopf at homecoming on 
21April1991. Photo: Ed Kennedy/ 
Sygma 

political decisions are made - President 
Bush has left it up to the folks who know 
what they're doing." 

Army Brig. Gen. James D. Starling, 
director of logistics and security assistance 
for Desert Storm, the man who headed up 
the miracle of keeping an Army supplied 
during the "Hail Mary" operation, said 
Vietnam hung over the Gulf War, 
especially for Schwarzkopf. "I have often 
heard him talk about his experience in 
Vietnam and the unwillingness of people 

AUGUST 91 



to support that operation - from Congress 
to the U.S. public. He was bound and 
determined that, if he was going to do it, he 
would only do it if he had the backing of 
Congress and the defense establishment 
and the President and everybody 
involved." 

Schwarzkopf also was determined that 
the lowest-ranking grunt felt he had a "just 
cause, .. Starling said, that "everybody 
was behind him and supported him 
100%." 

A senior logistics officer who acted as a 
spokesman for the U.S. Forces early in the 
war, Brig. Gen. Pat Stevens, was the first 
to voice the real reason that Schwarzkopf 

Schwarzkopf Is one Vietnam-era 
veteran who flnally got his parade. 
Photo: A. Tannenbaum/Sygma 

would not allow the release of a body 
count of enemy dead. "A number of us 
who served in Vietnam went through the 
experience of getting into that," he told a 
news conference in which reporters were 
pressing him for statistics. "I have a great 
deal of sympathy for you all in trying to 
report the facts, and that often leads you 
into numbers ... I wish there was some way 
to get away from that, because frequently 
they're not meaningful. " 

H is own memory of Vietnam and 
"the body count business" was 
negative, he said, citing how 

inflated figures were sometimes given. 
" We had instances, unfortunately, in 
Vietnam where there were incorrect 
numbers being furnished. It ' s like any 
young person and a lot of aider people who 
are competing to achieve results, for very 
good purposes. They' re frequently going, 
perhaps, to go awry on that. So we don ' t 
find it healthy to do that." 

Scottish-born Marine Major General 
Robert B. Johnson, Schwarzkopf's chief of 
staff, served twice in Vietnam, his first 
tour starting in May 1965 and his second 
as a rifle company commander from 1967 
to 1968. He, too, said he found the "body 
count business" unhealthy. 

Each time one of the men spoke, his 
eyes revealed a mind remembering. For 
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the generation now leading the U.S. 
military, there are memories of soldiers 
coming home from Vietnam to a public 
that sometimes spat on them at airports or 
accused them of being "baby killers." It 
was many years before the Vietnam 
veterans got their parades or their 
monument. 

It was so distasteful to Schwarzkopf at 
the time that he considered packing it in, 
even though he had spent most of his life 
heading toward a military career. 

Stormin' Norman's Boyhood 

Born in Trenton, New Jersey, on 22 
August 1934, Schwarzkopf said his 

Schwarzkopf gives complete briefing 
on daring and Ingenious strategy 
behind Operation Desert Storm. Photo: 
J. Langevln/Sygma 

earliest memories are of his father hosting 
the popular radio show, "Gangbusters." 
The elder H. Norman Schwarzkopf was a 
veteran of World War I and had headed the 
New Jersey State Police where he led the 
investigation into the kidnapping and 
murder of the infant son of famed aviator 
Charles Lindbergh. The father rejoined the 
Army during World War II and was sent to 

Iran where he spent the next five years 
reorganizing the Iranian national police 
force. Young Norman rarely saw his father 
until he joined him in Iran in 1946. 

"I wasn't your normal, tough, macho 
young boy," he recalled. He said that may 
have been the influence of living his 
younger years with his mother and two 
sisters, ''the fact that I had this 
responsibility on my shoulders. " 

Childhood experiences would 
contribute to his disdain for Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein. Schwarzkopf remem­
bers being "pushed around a lot" but can't 
say why. "I learned to hate the bully. I 
learned to hate the playground group that 
went around pushing other people around. 
I never ran with that bunch as a young 
boy." 

I 
n 1946, he joined his father in Iran, 
with his mother and sisters coming six 
months later. He lived and went to 

school in Iran, Rome, Germany and finally 
Switzerland before returning to the United 
States where he got a football scholarship 
at Valley Forge Military Academy. He 
followed in his father ' s footsteps to West 
Point, graduating 42nd out of 485 in the 
class of 1956. 

In 1963, he was sent to the University of 
Southern California to study for a master' s 
degree in mechanical and aerospace 
engineering. In 1965, he was ordered back 
to West Point to start teaching. He pushed 
to go to Vietnam, however. The Army 
eventually transferred him on the 

condition that he return to the academy 
after his tour of duty to honor another 
two-year teaching tour. 

Refusing To Follow Orders 

A quarter of a century later, he recalled 
one of his first assignments in Vietnam, 
after he was sent up-country to Pleiku. 
Once there, he refused to carry out an 
operation because the safety of his men 
was not covered. "I was a young captain, 
three days short of being promoted to 
major, advising the Vietnamese. 

"We were getting to go into a military 
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operation during the la Drang Valley 
campaign, and had been given this 
wonderful operations order written in 
(perfect general staff-style) by the senior 
Vietnamese headquarters. Then I 
discovered that, contrary to the order, we 
had no fire support or any advance air 
strikes. 1150 I went back and advised my 

Vietnamese counterparts not 
to go. Three or four hours 

later, I was hauled before an array of 
colonels. 'Captain,· one of them said, 'how 
dare you say not go? Who are you to 
decide what adequate air support is? ' " 

"'Sir, with all due respect,' I answered, 
'when I'm the senior man on the ground, 
and it ' s my ass hanging out, adequate air 
support is about a hundred sorties of 
B-52s, all in direct support of me. I may be 
willing to accept something less, but that's 
just barely adequate when it's my butt on 
the line.' '' 

"Of course, they got furious. But that's 
my approach to the military operations. 
You're talking human lives, and my 
responsibility is to accomplish the 
objective with a minimum loss of the 
troops under my command. That's my job 
- not just accomplishing the mission." 

The colonels got over it. 
Promoted to major a month after he 

arrived in Vietnam, Schwarzkopf was the 
senior man in a small group of advisers 
sent with I ,000 South Vietnamese 
Airborne lo try to rescue a Special Forces 
camp in Due Co, guarding Highway 14, an 
old two-lane road built by the French that 
ran into Cambodia. 

Tale Of Two Silver Stars 

A bloody battle raged for two weeks. It 
was during that encounter that one of the 
most famous photographs of Schwarzkopf 
was taken, showing him helping to carry a 
wounded South Vietnamese soldier to 
safety. For rescuing and reorganizing the 
beleaguered paratroopers at Due Co, 
Schwarzkopf was awarded his first Silver 
Star. 

He won the second on Valentines Day 
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"The Bear" thanked God, the 
president, Congress and the American 
people. Photo: Sygma 

1966 as he led a paratrooper attack on a 
Viet Cong position. The citation states: 
"Exposing himself to intense hostile fire, 
he was wounded four times yet refused to 
take cover or medical evaluation until 
consolidation of the objective and the 
evacuation of wounded subordinates was 
completed.'' 

In his book, Friendly Fire, C.D.B. Bryan 
tells the story of an operation on 17 
February 1970 in which two members of 
Charlie Company of Schwarzkopf's 1st 
Battalion, 6th Infantry, were killed by U.S. 
artillery. The parents of one of the soldiers 
for a long time accused Schwarzkopf 
himself of covering up the facts around the 
incident. Author Bryan thoroughly 
investigated the case in his book, which 
was first published in 1976, absolving 
then-Lieutenant Colonel Schwarzkopf and 

Colin Powell and Norman Schwarzkopf 
share a Ilg ht moment. 
Photo: Orban/Sygma 

concluding that the parents were wrong 
and that Schwarzkopf was blameless. 

Minefield Horror 

Bryan also provided the definitive 
account of one of Schwarzkopf's most 
harrowing experiences in Vietnam. On 18 
May 1970, a portion of his Bravo 
Company became trapped in a minefield. 
One soldier stepped on a mine. The 
explosion wounded the company 

commander and a lieutenant. The men 
called for a medical evacuation helicopter. 
Schwarzkopf was orbiting in a UH-1 Huey 
command and control helicopter when he 
heard the call. 

On landing, he turned over his 
helicopter to lake out the wounded, then 
fixed his allention to the rest of the patrol , 
who were frozen in panic. Calmly but 
firmly, he told them to retrace their steps. 
As they began to do so, a private stepped 
on another mine, blowing him in the air 
with an explosion that also wounding 
Schwarzkopf and his artillery liaison 
officer, Captain Bob Trabbert. 

Finally, step by terrifying step, 
Schwarzkopf reached the private who lay 
writhing with one of his legs snapped with 
the bones exposed. Schwarzkopf called for 
someone to cut some branches from a tree 
to use as a splint. As a soldier started to do 
so, he stepped on another mine. Its fu ll 
force hit Capt. Trabbert. 

"Oh, my God" Schwarzkopf yelled. 
One of Trabbert ' s legs was blown off, an 
arm snapped back to expose the white 
bone of the elbow socket and a hole blown 
in his head. Though he looked sure to die, 

Gen. Schwarzkopf"s triumphant return 
to U.S. soil. Photo: Ed Kennedy/Sygma 

Trabbert would survive. Three others were 
killed instantly. 

So it was not surprising that when a 
New York Times reporter in a question at 
Gen. Schwarzkopf's victory briefing 
assumed that the Iraqi fortifications were 
not as intense as had been expected, the 
Vietnam veteran snapped, "Have you ever 
been in a minefield?" 

"No," the young journalist replied. 
"All there has to be is one mine, and 

that's intense. There were plenty of mines 
out there, plenty of barbed wire. " 

The "whole reason" he volunteered for 
Vietnam a second time, he said, was 
because he honestly believed he could be a 
better battalion commander, could 
accomplish the mission with less loss of 
life. After his first tour, he said, he came 
home with "probably the greatest feeling 
of satisfaction." 

"I slept in the mud, ate rice and 
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Vietnamese food wi th chop sticks for one 
sol id year ... And I really felt that I was 
honestly helping people. " 

What he found when he went back the 
second time, he said, was a "cesspool." 

Facing Doubts 

If he had doubts in Vietnam, he also had 
them in Saudi Arabia. "Sure," he told me, 
" Clausewitz calls it the ' fog of war.' I am 
sure that when Xerxes lined up at the 
Battle of Arbella and sat there with his 
hundreds of thousands of forces facing 
Alexander the Great on the other side with 
his very few forces, Alexander probably 
had a hell of a lot of second thoughts. He 
probably thought, 'Holy Smokes!' 

" Back in those days, if 
you iost, you and your entire 
army were just lined up and 
slaughtered. So I 'm sure 
Alexander the Great had a lot 
of second thoughts. OK? 
Maybe even Xerxes had 
second thoughts: 'Hmmm! 
What am I going to do if this 
guy really is as tough as they 
say he is? ' So you never 
know. There's no guarantee 
in this business.'' 

He and the chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff, 
Gen. Colin Powell, had that 
discussion, he said " [We] 
went through all the mental 
calculations and said, ' This 
should work, this should 
prevail.' And yet at the same 
time, you can dream up your 
worst scenarios. It ' s not fear 
but this feeling in the pit o.f 
your stomach. But there's an 
old expression, 'Don't take 
counsel of your fears .' " 

· He also had long ago 
learned to watch out for 
other emotions. He felt pity, 
he said, for the cannon 
fodder Iraqi President 
Saddam Hussein had 
positioned on the front line. 
"Very much so," he said. "I 
think everybody did . I think 
we all felt sorry for the front 
line Iraqi troops because we knew they 
didn ' t want to be there. But, in balance, 
I've got to tell you, I had a lot of friends in 
Vietnam who saw some poor fellow out 
there that was about to surrender, took pity 
on him and ended up getting shot by him. 
In the fina l analysis, those guys in the front 
line tre.nches were perfectly prepared to 
shoot and kill us. I'm sure if they'd won 
this thing and we hadn't they 'd all be 
crowing about the number of us they'd 
killed. '' 

No one e·ver dared to spit on 
Schwarzkopf when he came back to "the 
world" from Vietnam, but he was 
insulted, he has said, when he spoke at 
civic groups after returning. At one 
meeting, someone in the audience asked 
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him if he had ever napalm ed babies. " I 
don ·1 need this gaff,'' he said at the time, 
planning to quit the Army. Finally, 
however, he was able to come to grips with 
the Vietnam aftermath. 

When Desert Storm was still Desert 
Shield, Schwarzkopf said he believed 
there already had been a turnaround in 
public opinion. He recalled flying into 
Grenada. In the distance from his 
helicopter, he saw red graffiti on a building 
in the capital of St. George. He expected it 
to say "Down with the U.S." or 
something similar. In fact, it said " God 
Bless America! " 

" I' m 100% sure we did the right thing 
in Grenada. First of all , I think it was 

During battle to rescue beleaguered 
paratroopers at Due Co, Vietnam, 
Schwarzkopf helped carry wounded 
South Vietnamese soldier to safety. He 
received first Silver Star after this 
battle. Photo: AP/Wide World 

healthy for the military to have been 
involved in an operation that the American 
public had resolutely endorsed. Also it was 
good to have been involved in an operation 
that was recognized by everybody as a 
very successful one, given the recent 
history of the armed forces, which some 
people considered a tie, and Vietnam, 
which others fe lt was a defeat. " 

Remembering Vietnam is an emotional 
experience for the general. " The Vietnam 

experience left a lot of scars." he said. "I 
was on the Cambodian border at a time 
when the rules were that the enemy could 
attack across the border and beat up on you 
and do anything he wanted. But when you 
started to get the upper hand, he coul~ run 
back across the border and you weren ' t 
allowed to chase him. That's not my 
favorite way to fight a war." 

He summarized his philosophy of war. 
" When you go to war, you' re going to war 
all the way. That '.s exactly where I come 
from . No more Cambodian border 
situations for me." 

Come August 1991 , there will be no 
more wars for Schwarzkopf. He retires 
from the Army after service and leadership 

of more than one-third of a 
century. 

As he reflects on his 
achievements, he wants to 
make certain that the credit is 
shared . ''Any commander is 
onl y as good as his unit, as the 
troops he is commanding. And 
that ' s why I love 'em. I have 
seen soldiers time and time 
again do things they didn ' t 
have to do. 

''I want to go back to a 
fundamental . theory of 
leadership. Leadership is not 
getting people to do what they 
ordinarily do. Leadership is 
getting people to willingly do 
that which they ordinarily 
wouldn't do. 

"If I stood at the door," he 
said, gesturing to the passage 
to an outer office, "and I said, 
'Everybody coming through 
that door gets a $50 bill, I'd be 
overrun. That 's not leadership. 
The ultimate challenge of 
leadership is asking someone 
to do something that may get 
them killed. In order to do that, 
you have to establish in the 
minds of the people you're 
asking that you' re more than 
just a title or position. 

''By virtue of your rank, you 
have the right to ask them to 
die. It takes a hell of a lot more 

than that before they ' re going to do that." 
He stopped and stared toward a map of 

the endless Arabian deserts. "I'll bet 
you," he said finally, "there were 10,000 
acts of heroism in the last four days. You 'II 
never know about it. Nobody thinks he ' s a 
hero when he does it. But I'll bet you there 
were 10,000 out there on that battlefield." 

Richard Mackenzie covered Desert Storm 
in Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and southern Iraq 
for a national news weekly. He won a 1989 
National Headliner Award for his gripping 
and investigative coverage of the war in 
Afghanistan, where he spent months on 
end slogging through the Hindu Kush 
mountain range to write about the Afghan 
resistance.~ 
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I ...__ 

Young Guns (left to right): Capts. Scott Walsh, Mike Kenny, Art Tommassette, 
Dave Salanthe and Adam Greer. Photo: SSgt. Taylor 

Photo: OoO 
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Dale 8. Cooper is an experien 
freelance writer who has covered o 
tions from Just Cause in Panama to 
Operation Desert Stonn. He is a frequent 
contributor to SOF. 
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The Harrier the Better for Mari ~ e Jet Jocks 
by Dale B. Cooper 

AUGUST 91 

HEY called themselves The Young Guns - "Vapor," 
"Pisser," "Turbo," "Salt" and "Rosey" - five hotshot Harrier pilots ... but only one 
of them would find out how hot he was. Literally. 

On 25 February, the second day of the ground war in Kuwait, Captain John S. Walsh 
(call sign "Vapor"), 28, from San Ramon, California, took a hard hit from a hand-held 
surface-to-air missile (SAM). The shoulder-fired Iraqi missile turned his AV-SB into a 
giant blowtorch. 

Walsh, part of VMA-542, used every ounce of strength be bad to manhandle his 
burning attack aircraft over friendly lines before safely ejecting from the dead bird . It 
was a hair-raising experience for the Young Gun. 

He was flying north to pounce on Iraqi troops before they sank tlieir teeth into the left • 
flank of the 2nd Marine Division. About 25 minutes after taking off from an 8,000-foot 
runway at King Abdul Aziz naval base in the eastern province of Saudi Arabia, Walsh 
and his lead, Major Dan Peters, 34, from Pensacola, Florida, hit a large armored cQlumn 
at first light. 

After dumping their ordnance, Walsh and Peters returned to Tanajib Alrfield, a 
forward base where they refueled and rearmed. Returning to the target, tliey had to get 
in line behind other sections hitting the tanks. 

The weather was bad on 25 February - a 10,000-foot cloud deck and thick, black 
smoke from burning wellheads under the cumulus lid. 

Descending through the clouds and smoke; Walsh and Peters were the third 
section going 'back in to hit the target. Walsh got separated from Peters in the clouds, 
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and joined up on another section. 
"I got hit in the right rear nozzle as I 

turned onto the target at about 8,000 feet," 
Walsh said. "The blast blew a lot of the 
right flaps off, put a lot of holes in the 
wing, and set fire to gas in the wing 
tanks." 

Two F/A-18 forward air controllers 
(FACs) saw Walsh get hit and came 
up alongside to assess damage and see 

what they could do for him. Peters (call 
sign "Salt") also caught up. 

"What a blaze," Peters said as he stared 
at sheets of flames cascading over the 
wing and rippling back along the fuselage 
of Walsh 's AV-SB Harrier. 

''The fire is about three times the length 
of the plane," radioed one of the G IBs 
(guys in the back) in an F/A-18 escorting 
Walsh south toward friendly lines. 

"It {the SAM) really knocked the hell 
out of the plane, '' according to Walsh, 
whose initial reaction was one of anger. 
But there was no way he was going to 
punch out over Ku-
wait after the 
punishment he and 
other pilots had in­
flicted on Iraqi 
tankers for almost 
two hours. ''They 
would have killed 
me for 
he said. 

sure,'' 

Flying A Burning 
Harrier 

The plane's 

The F/A-18s flew ahead to check out 
which runway was the best one, but Walsh 
couldn't get his gear down. Too many 
systems shot for a straight-in landing, but 
how about a vertical landing? When he 
moved the nozzles, the plane became 
"squirrely," so he immediately put the 
nozzle back to where it was. 

Walsh overflew the runway trying to 
"blow" his gear down with a back-up 
system, but it didn't work. The two in-line 
wheels went down, but the outriggers 
wouldn't. And there's no way you can land 
a Harrier in a configuration like that if you 
want to walk away in one piece. 

It's a good thing Walsh's landing gear 
wouldn't come down because the Marines 
had not taken the airfield yet. Walsh would 
have landed amid a thousand Iraqi soldiers 
with only his 9mm Beretta. 

Just as Walsh was talking to his 
wingman and the FACs about where 
would be the best place to "punch-out" so 
he wouldn't run into any bad guys on the 

"What a wild ride,' ' he recalled. He 
barely got two swings in the chute before it 
thudded to the ground. Luckily, he landed 
in soft sand; the parachutes are rather 
small and don't let you down very gently. 

Staggering to his feet as the parachute 
dragged him across the sandy desert, he 
popped his chute harness, regained his 
senses, and ran a little ways south where 
he jumped into an Iraqi trench and got on 
the horn (survival radio) to the guys 
upstairs who were circling above him. 

"I'm okay," Walsh radioed, as a cloud 
of dust appeared on the horizon . Company 
coming, he thought. Good guys or bad 
guys? Too far to tell. But as they got 
closer, he determined they were members 
of a Marine patrol from Task Force 
Shepard who saw the plane go down and 
set out to find the pilot. Talk about 
roadside service. 

Walsh suffered a compression fracture 
in his vertebrae and bruised feet, but was 
back on the flight schedule the following 

day. As it happened, 
the war ended 
before he got back 
into the saddle. 

A Young American 
Dies In The Gulf 

Walsh was lucky. 
Captain Trey Wil­
bourn, who would 
have become the 
sixth Young Gun 
had he lived, wasn ' t. 
The 27-year-old 
native of Huntsville, 
Alabama, was killed 
when his Harrier 
failed to come off a 
target on the night of 
23 February. 

engine was still 
running, but not 
performing very 
well, as Walsh 
limped south with 
a fire that was 
consuming fuel at 
an alarming rate. 

Laser-guided bombs awaiting delivery to Kuwait, address unknown. Was Wilbourn 
shot down? Or did 
he lose situational Suddenly, he 

realized he hadn ' t 
gotten rid of his ordnance, which by this 
time probably was sizzling like a T-bone 
steak on a barbecue grill. Burning was one 
thing, but blowing up in mid-air would 
really ruin his day, so he punched off the 
bombs and lightened his load a bit. 

With his systems beginning to fail, and 
a few miles from friendly lines, Walsh 
began to look for a ''divert,'' some road he 
could set down on and perhaps save his 
Harrier. 

Then like a light bulb being switched on 
in his brain, he remembered an intel brief 
that morning at which he was told 1st 
Battalion, 7th Marines, had seized control 
of Ahmed 'Al Jaber Airfield, the south­
ernmost of three airfields in Kuwait. 
Although the main runways had been 
cratered, one was left untouched for use as 
a possible forward base. 

"With parts of the right wing beginning 
to fly off, and the aircraft losing altitude, I 
knew I had to get this plane down 
quickly," he said. 
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ground, the Harrier decided for him. 
"The flight controls froze up and the 

plane flipped over on its back," Walsh 
said. He wound up "punching-out" upside 
down at about 900 feet. But Harriers have 
very good ejection seats. 

Upside Down Punch-Out 

"They won't shoot you into the ground 
if you're upside down," he said as he 
talked about pulling the ejection handle. 
''All I remember is a blinding flash above 
my head as det cord blew the canopy to 
bits, and flames between my feet as the 
rocket motor under my seat ignited and 
hurled me clear of the aircraft, which had 
stopped burning by then.'' 

I t felt like a hundred pairs of hands were 
tugging on his body as Walsh blasted 
into a 250 mph slipstream. An explosive 

charge blows the parachute open, slowing 
pilots down to zero airspeed. Spinning 
around in the chute, Walsh saw his pfane 
hit the ground and explode in a fireball. 

awareness, as an F/ 
A-18 FAC suggested, and simply fly into 
the ground? No one knows. Army Graves 
Registration found precious little at the 
crash site in Kuwait. An investigation was 
unable to determine the cause of the 
mysterious crash: just a big hole in the 
ground, and a lot of small pieces of debris 
- all of which you could hold in 
your hand . 

Wilbourn, call sign "LZ" because of 
his flat-top haircut, was one of the most 
popular pilots in VMA-542. He was killed 
two days before Walsh was shot down by 
a SAM. 

Ironically, Maj. Peters was with both 
men. "When we took off at about 1930 the 
weather was sketchy, but by the time we 
rendezvoused with our FACs, it had 
improved. Wilbourn was leading the hop. 
I was the wingman. It was the second hop 
of the day for us," Peters said. 

Peters led Wilbourn earlier in the day on 
a battlefield prep mission: hitting enemy 
positions in anticipation of the ground war. 
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VMA-542 Harrier over twin spires of Kuwait 
City on day the war ended. Photo: courtesy 
VMA-542 

This was Wilbourn's 37th sortie over 
Kuwait - his next lo last. 

Usually, F/A-18 Deltas, or "Fast 
FACs," fly ahead, find a lucrative target, 
and lead the Harriers to it, but for some 
unknown reason on the first hop, fuel or 
mechanical, there was no Fast FAC 
available for Peters and Wilbourn on the 
day before the ground war kicked off. So 
the Harrier pilots decided to press on and 
find their own targets. 

There was a lot of trash over the target 
area, a combination of clouds and 
smoke from the burning oil fields, but 

Peters found a hole and led Wilbourn 
down through the clouds. But he was 
unable to find the specific target that was 
listed on their schedule to hit. 

"LZ" Takes The Lead 

Coming off target, Peters said, "Trey, I 
just can't find a thing down there at this 
time worth hitting," but Wilbourn replied, 
"Hey, I just saw something on my 
left-hand side as I came out." So Peters 
passed Wilbourn the lead. 

"As I rolled in, he got shot at just 
off-target by two hand-held SAMs, but 
they missed him," Peters said. Both pilots 
plastered the trenchline and returned to 
base where they refueled and rearmed with 
MK83 1,000-pound bombs for their 
upcoming night mission. 

Although Trey Wilbourn was not yet 
section leader-qualified, it was not unusual 
for him to lead the hop under the watchful 
eyes of a more experienced pilot such as 
Dan Peters. Talk about on-the-job training. 
This was it. 

Since AV-8Bs don't have any forward­
looking infrared systems (FLIRs), they 
depend on OV-10 Broncos, F/A-18 Hor­
nets, A-6 Intruders or ground FACs to 
mark the targets for them. A pair of 
Fl A-18Ds were running low on fuel, and 
couldn't handle the Harriers. However, as 
Peters and Wilbourn were about lo call it a 
night and head home, one of the Fast FACs 
said an A-6 working some bombing raids 
on tank concentrations near the Ali Al 
Salem Airbase just west of Kuwait City 
could use some • • • • • • • help. _ 

tanks instead of trench lines. " 
The game plan called for the A-6 

Intruder to drop his last MK82 (500-pound 
general purpose bomb) on the cluster of 
tanks that had huddled together for the 
night, and the Harriers would drop their 

• • • • • • • • high explosives on 
the A-6 's mark. 

Ironically , the 
A-6 pilot had been 
one of Wilbourn's 
squadron mates 
when he flew with 
VMA (AW) 121 
during an eight­
month cruise on the 
USS Ranger before 

"It was then that I 
Peters followed 

Wilbourn to the 
target in trail, about 
a mile and half 
behind his lead, 
dipping down to 
about 18,000 feet as 
they approached the 

realized he had 
crashed.'' 

he transitioned to • • • • • • • • 
Harriers. 

"After a healthy exchange on the radio, 
we were really pumped up at the thought 
of getting lo work with an A-6," Peters 
said, "and especially to gel a crack at 
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tank park. Ten miles 

• • • • • • • out, Wilbourn and 
Peters could see two 

fires burning on the ground from a previ­
ous strike. "A piece of cake," thought 
Peters ("Salt") as he watched "LZ" roll 
over and go in for the kill . 

''As his born bs left the racks, I heard his 
tone, ' ' Peters said, ''and saw his first 
bombs impact the ground. Right on target. 
Then shortly thereafter, I saw a second, 
more brilliant explosion on the ground." 

"LZ" Didn't Answer 

At the time, Peters thought Wilbourn 
had some bombs go long, and hit some­
thing big. He came up on his mike and said 
"Wow! Pretty big secondary." But "LZ" 
didn't answer. Peters had been running an 
air-to-air tactical air navigation (TACAN) 
program so he could keep track of how far 
they were apart, but his TACAN's DME 
(distance measuring equipment) wasn't 
reading anything ahead of him. 

"It was then that I realized he had 
crashed," Peters said. He orbited the area 
looking and listening for any sign of life in 
the darkness before flying home alone and 
reporting the missing aircraft. Peters will 
always wonder what happened to Wil-
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Captured camouflaged Iraqi artillery. Photo: 
courtesy VMA-542 

bourn. There had been reports the Iraqis 
had reduced the amount of tracers in their 
ammunition, so it's possible some of the 
antiaircraft artillery (AAA) in the area 
killed Wilbourn before he hit the ground. 

But one member of VMA-542 who did 
not want to be identified said pilots 
only have a second or so to "pull 

out" when they drop their bombs. The 
slightest hesitation "and you hit the 
ground going 600 miles per hour," the 
veteran pilot said. 

In his eulogy at memorial services for 
the young Harrier pilot, Lieutenant Colo­
nel Ted Herrnan, commanding officer of 
VMA-542, said, "We can ask ourselves, 
' Why? Why Trey Wilbourn?' The Greeks 
and the Romans prayed before a battle that 
if they must die, it be an honorable death, 
death which served a purpose. 

"Trey's death was such," Herman said. 
"He risked his life 38 times to neutralize 
Iraqi artillery and tanks. Every mission he 
flew diminished the threat to our Marines 
on the ground. Trey Wilbourn was a credit 
to the Corps. He was proud to be a Marine; 
proud of his squadron. And we are proud 
of him. We will miss him." 

But Wilbourn's death didn ' t sink in for 
several days. These men were up to their 
stripes in sorties. Then all of a sudden, this 
guy everyone loved like a brother wasn ' t 
responding to the jokes and jibes in the 
ready room. Then it hit like a 10-pound 
hammer as squadron mates gathered his 
personal belongings and inventoried his 
gear. 

Showtime For Liberation 

The plan for the liberation of Kuwait 
was divided into four phases. Phase 1 
called for long-range air strikes on Iraq; 
phase 2 for the rollback of enemy air 
defenses; phase 3 for battlefield pre­
paration; and phase 4 called for close air 
support during the ground war. 
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So it came as no surprise to Herrnan 
when the AV-8Bs were scrambled on the 
morning of 17 January to silence Iraqi 
artillery positions just north of the Saudi­
Kuwaiti border. 

The flightlines at Jubail were jumping: 
Pilots running to their planes, ground 
crews checking and rechecking bombs, a 
few last minute messages being scribbled 
on munitions with magic markers. 

"The whole friggin' country of Kuwait 
was bristling with antiaircraft and missile 
batteries, but the squadron's first combat 
sortie since Vietnam encountered an eerie 
silence across the border," Herman said as 
he recalled in vivid detail his first mission. 
I 'We were surprised at how 

clearly the targets stood out. 
When you looked down, an 

artillery revetment stood out like a great 
big sore. No camouflage. Just sitting there. 
In the open. Guns everywhere." 

He remembers licking his chops like a 
dog in a meat market. "So many targets to 
choose from. Hundreds of them. Which 
one do I hit?" Herman hit a half-moon 

shaped artillery revetment with six guns in 
it. Wingmen followed suit. 

"There was absolutely no opposi tion," 
be said as be and his wingmen rolled in 
and shot up the joint with 300 rounds each 
of 25mm cannon shells. Of the six artillery 
pieces in that revetment, one was flipped 
over by 1,000- pounders and two others 
were smoking. None of the sophisticated 
threats he had been warned about by intel 
surfaced - no SAMs, nothing! 

"Ground crews jumped up and down as 
we returned to base with empty bomb 
racks and scorched flash suppressors on 
our 25mm guns,'' he said as he proudly 
unfurled the squadron's red and gold flag 
he carried into battle. 

Jubilation turned to meditation the next 
day, 18 January, when it was learned that 
an OV-10 Bronco had been shot down on 
the first hop of the morning, and its 
two-man Marine crew captured. 

Herrnan had a close call when he and 
Walsh rolled in on a series of Iraqi 
trenches. "Just as I was getting ready to 
pickle (drop ordnance), this white flash 
went right past my nose, causing me to 
flinch and pull off the target without 
dropping my bombs." 

Kiss A SAM Site Good-bye 

Herrnan looked up to see a smoke trail 
going toward Walsh. "I yelled, 'Break! 
Break! Get your flares out!' "Dash-3 (the 

.second section leader) in trail also broke 
into the clouds. Dash-4, his wingman, and 
the last Harrier in the four-plane strike, 
saw the smoke trail and followed it down 
to an intersection where Will Hechinger 
dropped four 1,000-pound bombs on the 
SA-7 site. Kiss a SAM site good-bye. 

Although the threat of AAA and SAMs 
never materialized to the extent forecasted 
by military intelligence, it was there in 
varying degrees with every sortie, and 

Aerial view of infamous Highway 8 littered 
with burning vehicles after air strikes. Photo: 
Lt. Col. led Herman 

AUGUST 91 



would ultimately account for the downing 
of five AV-8Bs and two OV-lOs in 
southeast Kuwait where 12 Iraqi divisions 
were crowded into an area of 35x70 miles. 

In the beginning, pilots didn't know 
what muzzle flashes on the ground looked 
like. It took two weeks for some, including 
Herman, to realize that what they thought 
were little puddles of water or oil, or 
shards of flying glass, were actually 
antiaircraft gunners trying to kill them. But 
fire coming their way was mostly 
ineffectual. 

" Geez, I Hope They're Not 
Shooting At Me" 

" 'Geez, I hope they ' re not shooting at 
me' is the most common thought that 
comes to mind, " Herman said, " but most 
times it doesn't matter. Just a second or so 
later you 've salvoed your load and are on 
your back jinking away, glancing over 
your shoulder to see if anybody's shooting 
at your wingman who followed you down 
into a hai l of fire . You pop a few flares for 
insurance, then get the hell out of there ." 

T he danger of being shot down like 
Walsh was negated by flying high 
(staying out of SAM and AAA enve­

lopes), but to guaran tee hits with Rockeyes 
(MK-80 cluster bombs), the VMA-542s 
had to go lower. In the latter weeks of the 
air war, palls of black, sooty oil smoke 
from burning wellheads in southern 
Kuwait forced the squadron to go even 
lower. During the second and third weeks 
of the war, two AV-8Bs were shot down 
and their pilots made POWs. 

The Harriers of VMA-542 flew more 
than 1,200 sorties between 17 January 
when the air war began and 27 February 
when the ground war ended. They dropped 
more tha n 2 .5 • • • • • • • • • 

told me. "Number one, you ' re nervous 
about having your ass handed to you, and 
number two you want to do your job and 
do it right, and you can screw things up 
under pressure.'' 

Young Gun Adam Greer, a 26-year-old 
captain from Dallas, Texas, was as 
nervous as hell on his first hop. "We were 
kind of assholes and elbows," Greer (call 
sign " Rosey" ) said, " because we had no 
idea what to expect. We went in there with 
Sidewinders looking for MiGs. All we 
wanted to do was drop our ordnance and 
get the hell out of there.'' 

Sitting Ducks On The Highway To Hell 

Hunting for the Harriers was particu­
larly good on 26 February along Highway 

8 north of Kuwait .. ....... City, the road that 
became known as million pounds of 

ordnance and ex­
pe nded 150 ,000 
rounds of 25mm 

It made no sense to fire the infamous "High­
way to Hell." 
Fleeing Iraqis had 
jammed the road 
with tanks, APCs, 
semis and private 

ammo. 
Young Guns like 

" Pisser," aka 
Ca p t. Michael 

BBs ... when Harriers 
had cluster bombs. 

Kenny, 26, from • • • • • • • • • 
Ogden, Utah, had a field day destroying 
eight arti llery sites, three tanks, four 
armored personnel carriers (APCs), 10 
other vehicles and three buildings. 

Major Wade Straw, 43, from New Bern, 
North Carolina, kept the numbers for his 
squadron. And they are impressive. 

"We destroyed between 80 and 100 
tanks, almost 300 artillery pieces and 
APCs, troops and a lot of buildings," 
Straw reported. He saw more than his 
share of combat in Vietnam, logging 1,100 
hours of combat time as a Cobra pilot with 
the 1st Air Cavalry - five years of flying 
in one year. 

Despite extensive combat experience, 
Straw was as nervous as Kenny, the new 
kid on the block. "You ' re nervous about 
two things," Straw, who was awarded 
three Silver Stars for heroism in Vietnam, 
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cars they had stolen 
• • • • • • • • • in Kuwait. Every-

body was in a big hurry to get back to the 
Iraqi border, but they bogged down and got 
caught in the open like sitting ducks on 
a pond. 
CC I twas a smorgasbord," according to 

Capt. Dave Ellis, 32, from Paisely, 
Florida, who beat up on the fleeing 

column with six cluster bombs, each 
cluster containing 250 bomblets. Ellis 
ended the war with 27 confirmed tank 
kills, three APCs, and 10 other vehicles. 

Major Jimmy Lee, 34, from Atlanta, 
Georgia, call sign "Rebel " for obvious 
reasons, led the second section to roll in on 
Highway 8. "The F/A-18 FAC told us this 
target just came open," he said, "and to 
get in there as fast as we could, because it 
was going to be a multiple-target 
situation. " The FAC wasn ' t fooling. 

" It was a parking lot!" he said . 

Captured Iraqi artillery in Kuwait abandoned 
by Iraqis who surrendered rather than fought. 
Photo: courtesy VMA-542 

"Bumper-to-bumper traffic leading up to 
the parking lot where there was mass 
confusion as vehicles tried to get out of the 
way of falling bombs. We knew there were 
military vehicles in that convoy, and we 
also knew there were bad guys in civilian 
cars down there, so we had no misgivings 
about bombing the hell out of them, ' ' Lee 
continued . He also had six MK-20 
Rockeye cluster bombs on the racks which 
he dropped two at a time, 150 yards apart, 
creating a killing zone the size of two 
football fields. 

"Inside that area, there was total 
destruction, ' ' he said. He never got a 
chance to rake the column with his 300 
rounds of 25mm cannon fi re. It made no 
sense to fire BBs at the enemy when the 
Harriers had cluster bombs. 

When Lee came off the target he could 
hear guys "checking in " all over the sky. 
" Everyone in ·southern Kuwait knew 
something big was going down on High­
way 8, and they didn 't want to miss the 
party." 

Captain Dave Salathe, 28, from 
Bedford, Pennsylvania, also expected 
more from the Iraqis, but didn' t complain. 
After releasing his ordnance, Salathe 
rolled over on his back to avoid being hi t 
by flak which looked like the Fourth 
of July. 

Salathe did have some good BDA 
(battle damage assessment). He got his 
wife, Sharon, the adjutant at MAG-26, 
another Marine Air Group in the theater, 
pregnant during one of her conjugal visits. 
" I think I was the only Marine in Saudi 
Arabia smiling before the ground war 
started,' ' Sa lathe laughed. 

Salathe said he wants to have the baby 's 
little bottom tattooed wi th "Made in Saudi 
Arabia," but First Lieutenant Sharon 
Salathe may have something to say about 
that .~ 
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by Munremur MacGeirircinn 

Photos by Robert K. Brown 
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O
peration Desert Storm may well 
go down as one of the greatest 
mili tary campaigns in history. 

Part and parcel of the campaign was a 
highly sophisticated deception plan that 
covered the actual operations like a cloak 
of darkness. Although Desert Storm plan­
ners deny it, it appears that much of the 
fabric of that cloak involved releasing 
information in such a way as to mislead the 
Iraqis as to the planners' true intentions. 

As the dust settles, information from 
various sources, including interviews with 
participants, reveals that Desert Storm also 
was the largest Special Operations 
(SpecOps) campaign in history. Just how 
large it was can be gleaned from the size of 
the forces involved. Special Operations 
Command, Central Command (SOC­
CENT), a headquarters consisting of only 
31 people, expanded almost tenfold, and 
commanded some 3,000 SpecOps troops 

SOCCE:\'T troops take breather next to FAVs (fast 
attack vehicles) at Kuwait City International 
Airport. Fast (80 mph), adaptable, FAVs carried 
+Omm Mk 19 Mod 3 automatic grenade launcher, 
M60s, "Ma Deuces," M 136 (AT+) light antiarmor 
weapons, TOWs and 30mm ASP-30 cannons. 
:\!any driven by SEALs carried M 14 in mount by 
driver. 

of all services. 
The first shots of Desert Storm were 

fired by SOCCENT elements, who crossed 
into Kuwait and Iraq prior to the air war. 
Some sources indicate that these elements 
were sent to target and take out critical 
installations such as radars, air defense 
batteries, and command, control and corn­
m u n ications facilities, but th is is 
unverified. 

What can be verified is that of the five 
doctrinal SpecOps missions, four were 
carried out during the war in the Persian 
Gulf. Members of SOCCENT carried out 
unconventional warfare (UW) inside Ku­
wait, assisting members of the Kuwaiti 
Resistance. Strategic Reconnaissance (SR) 
made a major contribution, since SOC­
CENT elements provided virtually all of 
the on-the-ground intelligence available to 
the Coalition forces . 

Direct action (DA) missions were car­
ried out from day one, as SOCCENT 
elements knocked out key installations. 
Unverified sources claim they brought 
back samples of Iraqi radars and similar 
top-secret equipment. 

By far the greatest SpecOps contribu- -
tion to Desert Storm, however, was foreign 
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internal development (FID). It 's no exag­
geration to say that U.S. Special Forces 
teams were the glue that held the Pan-Arab 
forces together. Initially, it was obvious 
that to work together on the battlefield, the 
Arab forces would have to have U.S. 
representatives on the spot to request air 
support, logistics support, and coordinate 
actions with other Coalition forces. 

Within a few days, it became obvious 
that these on-the-spot troops would have to 
do more than that: they would have to 
provide training and technical assistance 
of all kinds if the Pan-Arab forces were to 
play their assigned roles in the corning 
ground war. 

It quickly became obvious that there 
simply weren't enough Special Forces 
types in-theater to do the job, and the call 
went out for volunteers. Many of those 
who responded had no background at all in 
Special Forces, but the need was so great, 
they were accepted anyway. In the end, 
this turned out to be an advantage. 

M
any of these conventional 
infantrymen, tankers and logis­
tics types had skills not usually 

found in Special Forces, and they under­
stood the needs of conventional forces 
even better than their Special Forces 
buddies. On the other side of the coin, 
many conventional types had no training 
in dealing with other cultures, and some of 
them experienced difficulties in under­
standing their Arab counterparts' ways of 
doing things. 

Creating An Army From Scratch 

One of the first FID problems was to 
create a Kuwaiti army from scratch. Here 
the Special Forces troopers encountered 
the first of many touchy problems. The 
Saudis, who were supposed to outfit the 
Kuwaitis, seemed less than keen. They 
were friendly on the surface, but there 

Col. Jesse Thompson, SOCCENT commander (in 
LBE) and Saudi counterpart. As noted by Gen. 
Schwarzkopf, SpecOps played a significant role in 
the Persian Gulf \\'ar effort. Many operations will 
undoubtedly remain classified for some time. 

obviously was some reluctance from the 
top to building a first-rate Kuwaiti force. 

This points out one of the key issues 
encountered by SOCCENT - there were 
obviously some hidden political agendas 
among the Arab nations in the Coal tion. 
These were often reflected in the way the 
Arab forces treated the SOCCENT 
training elements. 

The Saudis were polite and correct. The 

Kuwaitis were enthusiastic and friendly . 
The Egyptians were a little touchy - they 
considered themselves the most 
sophisticated and capable of the Arab 
forces, and probably were correct. They 
still had the stamp of Saad el Shazli 's 
brilliant leadership from the early 1970s. 

The Syrians frankly regarded the 
American Special Forces troopers as spies. 
SOCCENT elements were not allowed to 
collocate with the Syrian units they were 
supposed to be helping, and all attempts to 
provide any training were met by the same 
refrain, "The sun hasn't shone from 
Damascus. " Finally, with the ground war 
in the offing, the Syrians began to see 
reality - no Special Forces, no air 
support. The clouds went away, and the 
sun came out. 

In combat, the Pan-Arab forces were a 
little slower than the Americans 
anticipated - not because they held back, 
but because they take a thorough approach 
to war. The Egyptians, in particular, 
probably because so much of the Western 
desert is still sown with mines from World 
War II, have a healthy respect for mine 
fields and clear their lanes meticulously. 

Also, they have a clear understanding of 
the impact of enemy observation in the 
desert - probably learned during their 
many clashes with the Israelis. At one 
point, a tower in the midst of an Iraqi 
position held up the Egyptian advance. 
While the debate about how to deal with 
this was going on, the accompanying 
Special Forces team unlimbered an M24 
sniper rifle and brought the observer 
tumbling down with a single shot. 

T
hat settled the issue - a total of 
336 Iraqis, the entire battalion, or 
as many as hadn't already deserted, 

surrendered. That has to be some kind of 
record for a single 7.62 x 51mm round! 

During the actual ground war, the 
Special Forces teams provided liaison, 
coordinated air support, and generally 
provided Central Command (CENTCOM) 
Headquarters with " desert truth" -
accurate reports on the status and location 
of Arab forces. 

Applying "Desert Truth" 

The ground war was kicked off by a 
planned total of nine SR teams who were 
scheduled to go in at G-minus 48 hours. 
Because of the Soviet peace initiative, this 
was pushed back to G-minus 24, then one 
of the missions had to be scrubbed due to 
interference with the XVIII Airborne flight 
plans. The remaining eight teams went in, 
although one had to abort when it was 
"painted" by Iraqi radar on the way. 

Another team had to abort on the 
ground. The area where they landed was 
too open and rocky (satellite intelligence 
can't tell the texture of the soil, or lack of 
it). With no place to hide, and no way to 
dig a hole, the team had to call for 
extraction. 

Continued on page 116 
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by Galen Geer 

Photos courtesy Captains 
Salomonson and Marks 

0 
N the second day of the 
Persian Gulf ground war 
two A-10 pilots, complet­
ing their third mission, re­
ported they were coming 

home with zero bullets and zero missiles. 
Someone joked that the two pilots set a 
record for shooting up the most ordnance 
in one day. 

One of the pilots explained they de­
stroyed or damaged 33 tanks that day, 23 
of which were confirmed kills. That got 
someone's attention. Suddenly the 76th 
Tactical Fighter Squadron's (TFS) Captain 
Eric "Fish" Salomonson and First Lieu­
tenant (now Captain) John "Karl" Marks 
were certified heroes. 

"I was glad to be doing my job," 
Salomonson said. "It was what I trained 
for, what I was over there to do. On that 
day I was just able to do it a little better." 

Other people thought differently. The 
next day Salomonson and Marks were 
asked to talk to an Air Force reporter about 
their mission, to which they agreed. After­
ward the young Air Force journalist asked 
if they would meet a ·press pool and talk 
about their three missions. 

"We didn't think much about it," 
Marks said, "but we said, 'sure, why not? 
We were surprised when the press pool set 
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up cameras for CNN and about 15 report­
ers started asking questions. 

''We flew one more mission,' ' Marks 
explained, "and then the war ended." The 
two Warthog pilots, however, had become 
heroes. 

The "job" for both men started years 
before, when they first entered the Air 
Force, following somewhat different paths 
to the day when they flew side by side on 
their three missions to glory. 

Bordering States, Different Paths 

Captain Salomonson entered the Air 
Force in November 1986, through the 
Reserve Officer Training Corps (ROTC) 
program at Colorado State University in 
Fort Collins, Colorado, where he majored 
in industrial construction. Lieutenant 
Marks made his way to the Air Force two 
weeks after he graduated from the 
University of Kansas with a business 
degree, also in 1986. 

A fter entering the Air Force, 
Salomonson found himself at Shep­
herd AFB in Wichita Falls, Texas, 

for pilot training, after which he was sent 
to the Air Force' s pilot survival schools. 
The land survival school at Fairchild AFB 
in Washington state was followed by water 
survival school at Homestead AFB, 
Florida. Marks took his initial flight 
training at Columbus AFB, Mississippi, 
and was picked for his first choice, 
fly ing A-lOs. 

Following survival school, the next 
phase of training for both Salomonson and 
Marks was Fighter Lead-In at Holloman 
AFB, New Mexico, for 

brings its pilot home. 
During the war at least 15 A-10 pilots 

were able to fly their crippled aircraft 
home in spite of horrific damage that 
would have brought most other aircraft 
down. One plane had a 6-foot hole in the 
leading edge of the wing and the pilot still 
made it back. Another pilot, from the 76th 
TFS, bad most of his rear controls shot 
away and came home using emergency 
trim only. Although he skidded off the 
runway and smashed the landing gear, he 
was able to walk away. 

Anatomy Of A Warthog 

The first A-10 was flown in 1972; it 
entered Air Force service 

two months, learning 
the basics of flying 
fighters. The last school 
for both Salomonson 
and Marks was at 
Davis-Monthan AFB, 
Tucson, Arizona, where 
they learned to fly the 
A-10 Thunderbolt II. 

"We know the 
Iraqis were 

afraid of us, be-

five years later as the 
A-lOA. The main 
armament is the GAU-8 
Avenger 30mm, seven­
barreled rotary cannon, 
firing high-velocity, 
armor-piercing depleted 
uranium rounds which 
punch through more 
armor than either lead or 
steel; plus every fifth 
round bas an explosive 
tip packing its own 
punch. 

Salomonson gradu­
ated from the A-10 
school near the end of 
August 1988 and was 
sent to Korea, where he 
flew A-lOs out of 
Suwon AFB until 
November 1989 when 
be returned to the States 
and reported to England 
AFB, Louisiana, and 

cause POWs 
said when they 
saw our distinc­
tive profile they 
knew we were 
going to put a 
hurt on them. " 

The A-10 can also 
carry up to 8 tons of 
air-to-ground munitions 
including various bombs, 
AGM-65 Maverick 

joined the 76th Tactical Fighter Squadron. 
For Marks, the route to England AFB 

was more direct. "After I finished all my 
schools my first assignment was England 
Air Force Base," be said. 

Their aircraft, the A-10 Thunderbolt II, 
is seldom called the "Thunderbolt" by 
pilots or anyone else; the plane is 
affectionately known as the "Warthog" 
because it lacks any graceful appearance. 
Pilots, however, quickly come to love the 
"Hog" because it is the deadliest ground­
attack aircraft in the world and usually 
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missiles and AIM-9 
Sidewinder air-to-air missiles an.d an array 
of electronic countermeasure gear. 

T he pilot sits in a tub made of 
titanium armor that can withstand 
hits from guns as large as 23mm. 

Redundant controls for the aircraft include 
a cable system stretched through different 
parts of the aircraft. The heavily armored 
twin engines, two GE turbofans, develop 
nearly 10,000 pounds of thrust and are 
located high on the rear of the fuselage for 
maximum surface-to-air missile 
protection. 

-- :: 

A-10 Thunderbolt II on runway near 
Dhahran, Saudi Arabia. 

Neither Salomonson nor Marks is 
thrilled with the prospect of seeing the 
A-10 phased out of the Air Force arsenal. 
"The numbers speak for themselves," 
Marks said. "The A-10 accounted for 
more armored targets destroyed than any 
other aircraft type. It is the right aircraft for 
that role." 

Salomonson agreed, pointing out that 
the A-10 is an aircraft that performed its 
mission superbly in its first combat test. 
"We know the Iraqis were afraid of us," 
Salomonson said, " because POWs said 
when they saw our distinctive profile they 
knew we were going to put a hurt 
on them." 

When Iraq made the fatal jump and 
invaded Kuwait, the 76th TFS was one of 
the units sent over in the early days of the 
build-up to defend Saudi Arabia and buy 
the world some time. 

"Once the decision was made," 
Salomonson recalled, "we were ready." 

T o go over, the pilots had to fly their 
fighters from their Louisiana base 
to Saudi Arabia and go to war. 

"We expected to be flying into combat," 
Marks explained, "and we flew over 
cocked and loaded. The aircraft were 
loaded with missiles and bullets and the 
pilots were wearing their sidearms.'' 

The flight to war began on 27 August 
with the squadron's 24 fighters organized 
into cells of six aircraft each with a 
KC-135 tanker mother-ship serving as a 
flying gas station and provid ing 
navigation. 

"The flight from Myrtle Beach, South 
Carolina, to Spain,' ' Salomonson said, 
"was the longest flight ever for any A-10 
pilot." For most pilots the flight to Spain 
was 13 1/2 hours. A few pilots, like John 
Marks, actually had longer flights. "I was 
flying spare forward, where we take off 
with the cell in front in case one of them 
drops off,' ' be said. 

The flight plan was laid out so that no 
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pilot was ever in a pos1tion where he 
would not have enough fuel to reach safety 
in an emergency. After resting in Spain, 
the squadron completed its flight into 
harm's way. On 31 August, the A-10s 
landed at a Spartan air base near Dhahran. 
' 'we landed, turned around and 

prepared to go to war," 
both men explained, adding 

that no one was really sure what was going 
to happen next. "We knew there was 
nothing between us and the Iraqi army," 
Marks said, "so we were ready." 

Into Saudi Arabia 

Salomonson said they landed in Saudi 
Arabia and began sitting on alert. "We 
were waiting, but we also began a building 
process. We settled ourselves and the 
maintenance and support people in, then 
began a building-block approach to our 
role in the build-up." 

"We had only limited routes we could 
fly," Salomonson and Marks explained. 
"Slowly the squadron established more 
military operating areas working with 
growing numbers of the ground units, 
becoming better equipped to handle the 
problems of combat." 

"When the war started," Salomonson 
said, ''we were operating exactly the way 
we needed to for a successful combat 
role.'' 

Marks agreed, adding, "We were ready 
to fight from the first. Iraq didn't invade 
Saudi Arabia, giving us the time to become 
100% ready. For weeks, the one unspoken 
word was the '0-word' for '0-ffensive.' 
We talked defense, we trained defense, we 
were there to defend - not attack.'' 

The "O" word began to creep into 
conversation when pilots looked a few 
weeks ahead, wondering how they would 
go on the offensive, planning the tactics 
they would employ to fight and win. A 
forward operating location (FOL) near 
Hafar al Batin was readied and the pilots 

62 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

were able to anticipate many of the tactics 
employed during the war. 

"When they told us on the 16th that 
'this is it,' we are going to war, we were 
ready,'' Marks said. The early targets were 
the Iraqi radar, command and control sites, 
anything giving the Iraqis eyes and ears. 
Both pilots recall the ease A-10 pilots had 
in destroying "dug-in" targets. 

"From our perspective, if we could see 
it, we were able to put ordnance on it,'' 
Salomonson said. Most of the targets were . 
in revetments protecting the equipment 
from a near miss - something Warthog 
pilots seldom do. 

Thanks For The Targets 

"When they parked their tanks it was 
really good shooting," Salomonson said. 
"We rolled in, shot, and left." 

"All we could say," Marks added, 
"was 'thank you very much' and 
shoot it." 

Iraq did use decoys but they didn't work 
very well. Warthog pilots could tell if a 
target was a decoy if it left tracks. A tank 
leaves big tracks in the desert. When the 
"Hog" pilots didn't see tracks, they 
became suspicious. 
' 'They parked their tanks in a 

row of revetments 100 yards 
apart," Marks explained. 

"We could fly over them and if we saw 
tracks we knew it was a tank. We could 
count them: tank, tank, decoy, tank, truck 
... and shoot them." 

Throughout the air war the most 
frequent combat mission was to fly a"kill 
box" 30 minutes by 30 minutes, which 
amounted to 100 square miles of ground. 

"We would be given our kill box," 
Marks explained, "and if there were any 
specific targets in there we would shoot 
them up first, then anything else we could 
find.'' Hog pilots became very good at 
spotting targets even if the Iraqi army did 
try to dig them in. On occasion an Iraqi 

Salomonson (left) and Marks pose with A-10 
"Warthog." 

would try to drive across the desert. 
"You wouldn't believe it," 

Salomonson said, "we'd be there and 
some crazy Iraqi would try to drive across 
the desert. You could roll in on a moving 
target like a. truck, strafe it with ·your guns 
and watch it slide off the road in a ball of 
flame. For us, to take out something like 
that was, well, great, because we. knew it 
was some equipment that would never 
move again." 

For the 76th, 2 February was a black 
day, as Capt. Dale Storr was shot 
down over Kuwait. Both 

Salomonson and Marks were paired off to 
fly search and rescue alert that day, and 
took off to search for him. Later they 
learned Storr had been captured within 
minutes after parachuting to safety. 

In the 76th, pilots rotated flying jobs and . 
wingmen, and senior pilots are flight 
leaders. Both Salomonson and Marks are 
flight leaders but, because of the way 
missions were drawn, often flew together. 
When they flew together Salcimonson's 
seniority made him the flight leader. The 
pair proved a lethal combination when the 
ground war opened. 

''We wanted the ground war to kick 
off," Salomon son explained, "because we 
were running out of targets. We figured the 
Army would flush targets out for us." 

It worked; in the opening hours of the 
ground attack Salomonson and Marks 
found themselves flying over Iraq in front 
of 7th Corps' lead elements. They could 
see the forward attacking elements and the 
impacts of multiple rocket-launchers 
(MRLs). Five miles in front of the lead 
elements, with the artillery getting closer, 
they were busy "plinking" tanks for the 
grunts. 

At the end of the first day they left seven 
tanks burning and three others damaged. 
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They also smashed some artillery 
positions with the 30mm gun, setting the 
artillery rounds off in the gun pits. 

A Pilot's Dream 

The next morning, Salomonson and 
Marks were supposed to be on alert, sitting 
out the war unless needed. They went to 
their airplanes, started the engines for a 
check and were told they had work to do. 

"We took off in pitch black," 
Salomonson said. A night flight of A-lOs 
discovered some tanks and shot the lead 
and trailing tanks, trapping them. The 
surviving tanks drove off the road into 
revetments on both sides of the road. 

A fter a brief conversation between 
the two flights of A- lOs and a third 
flight that flew in to help the attack, 

the targets were divided. The second flight 
of A-lOs were to shoot the targets on the 
east side while Salomonson and Marks 
took the tanks to the west. 

"It was an A-10 pilot's dream," Marks 
said. "They were hot from running and the 
infrared-sensing Mavericks easily locked­
on so we could shoot them." 

After shooting their missiles they rolled 
in and began shooting the tanks with their 
30mm guns. When the four A-lOs 
finished, 20 of the 30 tanks they had 

CAPTAl\J 
[M]mD(M] 

discovered were burning. Salomonson and 
Marks returned to the FOL for fuel 
and ammo. 

"We refueled, rearmed, and were ready 
to go for the second mission of the day," 
Salomonson said. This time they were sent 
closer to Kuwait City where a Marine 
F-18D Hornet, working as a forward air 
controller (FAC), gave the coordinates for 
some dug-in tanks. 

The combination of weather, antiaircraft 
threat from 37mm guns and the growing 
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cloud of thick, black smoke from 
the oil fires put a new, dangerous 
edge on the mission . There was 
nothing in the rule book that said 
they had to take on the tanks. But 
they did. 

"The Marines and Coalition 
troops were between 5 and 10 
miles away, headed up the road 
right for those tanks ," 
Salomonson remembered. If the 
tanks weren't destroyed they 
would catch the approaching 
Marines in their sights. The 
two pilots attacked the tanks. 

"It wasn't easy," Marks 
recalled. ''The rain was 
making the wind screen 
blurry . To shoot the 
Maverick you first line-up 
optically on the target. It 
was so bad that to shoot we 
were closer than we 
normally were with the 
guns." 

16 Down 

As the attack pro-
gressed, Salomonson had better luck with 
his Mavericks than Marks so, for the first 
few passes, Salomonson shot his missiles 

and Marks followed him with a strafing 
run. After Salomonson shot his missiles 
they reversed roles. 

''When we were through we had seven 
burning tanks," Marks said. As they flew 
down the road they found some more 
targets and Marks was able to leave 
another tank burning with a missile. As he 
pulled off the target, Marks realized he 
was in the middle of a thick cloud of flak. 

"I told 'Fish' to pull off, that we had 
thick flak," Marks remembered. "I started 
jinking my aircraft to avoid it." 

The maneuvers paid off. Marks escaped 
the flak. The two ships headed for their 

!st Lt. John "Karl" Marks after mission over 
Kuwait/Iraq. 

main operating base. By this time they had 
killed 16 Iraqi tanks. But the day 
wasn't over. 

''We landed and were refueled and 
rearmed. Operations asked if we knew 
where those tanks were; we said we did," 
Salomonson explained. "So they sent us 
back to kill more tanks.'' 

At first, Salomonson and Marks strayed 
too close to the coast and found 
themselves attracting triple-A, so they 
moved inland a few miles and met another 
Marine F-18 FAC who directed them to 
tanks south of Kuwait City. This time the 
tanks were dug-in around an "X" 
intersection. The A-lOs were equipped 
with both infrared and contrast-seeking 
Mavericks, plus their 30mm guns. When 
the attack ended, Salomonson and Marks 
left seven more tanks burning and four 
others damaged. 

They were heroes and didn't know it. 
That wasn't important. Every day of their 
Air Force career had been leading toward 
this one day over the sands of the Middle 
East when the two pilots, flying the ugliest 
fighter in the American arsenal, would 
personally prove that when given a 
mission, and the freedom to complete it, 
they were among the best fighting men in 
the world. Just like other Americans were 
proving it day after day in the Persian 
Gulf War. 

Galen Geer, a former SOF staffer, is 
currently our Contributing Editor for 
Outdoor Affairs. He's written extensively 
on military, tuearms and bunting topics.~ 
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Killer Marine Copters Ride JLo~v in the §ky1 

High in the SaddRe1 Over Kuwait 

by Dale B. Cooper 
Photos courtesy Captain Randy Hammond 



T ASK Force Ripper, the first 
Coalition unit to assault Iraqi 
positions in Kuwait, could not 
have accomplished its task 

without help from two squadrons of Cobra 
gunships. 

The Cobras were the airborne eyes for 
Task Force Ripper as 6,000 grunts kicked 
Saddam· s ass back to Baghdad and slaugh­
tered his soldiers like sheep. A sign 
hanging around the neck of a dead Iraqi 
tanker issued a stark warning to other 
Iraqis who passed by the burned-out hulk: 
"Don't Fuck With The Marines." 

One of the Cobra pilots, who made 
many Iraqi soldiers wish they had never 
heard of Kuwait, earned the handle "King 
Cobra·' for his exploits on the battlefield. 

Captain Randy Hammond, 32, of Teme­
cula, California, chalked up more Iraqi 
kills than any other SuperCobra pilot in 
Kuwait. 

Hammond, a member of the "Scar­
faces" (HMLA-367) from Camp Pendel­
ton, California, destroyed 10 tanks, three 
armored personnel carriers (APCs), eight 
other armored vehicles, three antiaircraft 
artillery (AAA) pieces, including a pair of 
S-12s (85mm guns) and a ZSU 23-4 Quad 
23mm self-propelled antiaircraft vehicle. 
Hammond also killed an unknown number 
of Iraqi soldiers. 

"I couldn't tell how many I killed," 
Hammond said, "because pieces fly eve­
rywhere when you hit 'em with 20 mike 
mike [20mm cannon fire]." 

Hammond's squadron was "hell on 
skids" when it came to knocking out 
enemy armor and artillery. The Scarfaces 
outshot the Gunfighters (HMLA-369) by a 
country mile: destroying a total of 104 
pieces of equipment, including 44 tanks 
and 51 APCs. The four helicopters that 
make up the air division Hammond leads 
accounted for 27 of the 44 tanks destroyed. 
And 21 of those kills came during three 
sorties on the second day of the war. 

Hammond's air division also recorded 
the only Cobra kills on a pair ofT-72 tanks 
under the lights (illumination flares), a 
difficult task given the Cobra's lack of 
night-fighting equipment. 

What you're about to read is the account 
of Capt. Hammond, a flight lead in charge 
of four AH-1 Whiskey-model SuperCo­
bras, and what happened to him from the 
"git go." 

"It's Started" 

"I was laying in the rack on 17 January 
when our sergeant major ran into our tent 
at 0330 and said, 'It's started.' We could 
hear jets roaring overhead as we turned on 
the radio and heard reports from Baghdad, 
Riyadh, Dhahran and various places that 
the air war had begun," Hammond 
recalled. 

"Nineteen January was the first time 
my squadron was activated. We were 
standing alert that night at Al Mishab 
airfield in Saudi Arabia when our RPVs 
(remote-piloted vehicles) detected some 
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enemy tanks moving down the coastal 
highway toward the Saudi border town of 
Khafji. 

"We were scrambled and sent to an area 
called the 'Elbow,' where Kuwait meets 
Iraq at a 90 degree angle on the 
southwestern border of Kuwait. We went 
out there to support some LAVs (light 
armored vehicles) that were under attack," 
Hammond said. 

By the time he and his flight of three 
Cobras showed up (one went down in the 
chocks with mechanical problems and 
could not launch), the Iraqis had retired 
back toward the border after crossing 
swords with the LAVs and being 
pummeled by some A-10 Thunderbolts. 
Seven Marines aboard one LAV became 
the first KIAs of the Kuwaiti conflict when 
a Warthog (A-10) hit their LAV by 
mistake with an unforgiving Maverick 
missile. 

"We received some multiple rocket­
Iauncher and 
heavy machine­
gun fire from the 
Iraqis," Ham­
mond, who illum­
inated the area 
with flares and 
returned fire, 
keeping the Iraqis 
at bay, recounted. 

As the sun 
came up on 30 
January, the 
combat situation 
changed. "Now it 
was our game," 
Hammond said 
with determined 
confidence. "We 
were ready to roll. The LAVs that had 
taken a beating during the night were 
directed to move to a position on the 
Saudi-Kuwaiti border, and his flight 
moved up well forward of them, about 
5,000 meters, and began clearing the 
area." A t a police post on the border, 

Hammond's flight spotted three 
T-62 tanks, engaged them with 

TOW missiles and destroyed them all. 
Continuing to press the attack, he swung in 
toward 15 other vehicles, knocking out yet 
another tank moving toward the LAVs. 
Nine Iraqi soldiers ran into the open, threw 
up their hands and started waving 
white flags. 

"My co-pilot, Capt. Mark Phillips (who 
did most of the flying while Hammond 
operated the weapons systems in the rear 
seat), used our helicopter to round 'em up 
like cows and called for the LAVs to come 
and get them," Hammond recalled. "The 
tanks took a 180-degree heading back into 
Kuwait as the LAVs moved toward their 
objective.'' 

As Hammond's flight pressed the 
attack, it became the target of AAA fire 
-a good tactic for the Iraqis to employ, 
being that all helicopters are vulnerable in 

a hover. 

Numero Uno 

But before he backed off, Hammond got 
the first tank kill by an allack helicopter in 
the Persian Gull 

"As these guys headed out of town 
[Khafji], we started shooting TOWs at 
them," he said. The TOW Hammond fired 
at the T-62 was a wire-guided missile 
(packing an 8.6-pound shaped charge) that 
proved to be very effective against tanks. 

"When I hit it, the turret blew apart," 
Hammond said, "and we got a pretty good 
secondary (explosion) out of it." The 
TOWs his helicopter carried in side racks 
were more effective on enemy armor than 
Hammond thought they'd be. 

He also was about to see a spectacular 
display of marksmanship by his second 
section lead, Capt. Steve Rudder, and his 
co-pilot, First Lieutenant Brian McCrarey, 
who put "one helluva TOW shot" into a 

fleeing T-62, 
beyond the normal 
range of a TOW. 

"The only ex­
planation I have" 
Hammond said, 
"is somebody at 
the factory put 
some extra wire in 
it, because that 
baby reached out 
more than 4,000 
meters and hit the 
tank, causing its 
turret to flip 
upside down and 
land on the open 
hole like a 
tiddlywink.'' 

Hammond and his buddies were 
chomping at the bit to get at the Iraqis. 
''We worked our ass off from the time we 
arrived in Saudi Arabia until we pulled the 
first trigger," he said. "You know after six 
months with no beer, no fun, and no 
women, we were chomping at the bit." 
But nailing some tanks relieved a lot of 
their pent-up emotions. 

The Scarfaces were not called upon 
again until the first night of the ground 
war, 24 February. HMLA was on alert at a 
forward arming and refueling point 
(FARP), a place codenamed "Lonesome 
Dove," near the "Elbow." 

A call came in for a mission 15km south 
of Ali Al Salem airfield. 2nd Marine 
Division needed help from Scarface. "The 
division had pushed north and 
consolidated its position for the night," 
Hammond said. H e lamented the fact that his 

SuperCobra had limited night­
fighting capability, but, as one 

battalion commander put it, "You dance 
with who you bring, and if you bring bad 
equipment, you still have to dance." 

The thermal imagery system (TIS) on 
some of 2nd Division's MlAl tanks had 
picked up heat signatures from 40 to 50 
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Iraqi T-72 tanks heading their way . 
" It was probably the toughest !lying 

rve ever done,· ' Hammond, who was 
flying with night-vision goggles , 
confessed . " Flying through heavy fire and 
smoke significantly degraded the 
capability of the goggles. " It was a real 
challenge for Hammond and his wingmen 
just to keep from smashing into one other. 

A n OV-10 Bronco forward air 
controller (FAC) had Hammond's 
section fly about 5 to 7 miles 

forward of their own friendlies, where they 
encountered the Iraqi armor. 

But the fire and smoke were too heavy 
to get a laser spot from the Bronco for a 
Hellfire missile engagement. Hammond 
led his Cobras in closer, illuminated the 
target with 2 I fl ares , and destroyed the 
lead T-72 in the column with a TOW 

In rapid-fire succession, Hammond 's 
flight put seven TOWs into seven more 
tanks, forcing the column to grind to a halt. 
"It was like shooting fish in a barrel, " he 
grinned. The lack of light forced his flight 
to move dan-
gerously close to 
the tanks. 

Bear had shifted the armor to the east 10 

meet the enemy head-on. 
''The enemy was still out of range from 

the M-60A 1 main guns, so they cleared us 
in front of the friendly tanks," Hammond 
said. He then wasted no time destroying 
about 10 Iraqi tanks and vehicles, taking 
200 enemy POWs in the process. He also 
picked off a couple of antiaircraft positions 
during the roundup. 

Out of ammo and missiles, he returned 
to "Lonesome Dove" to refuel and rearm. 
But turning your back on the enemy is 
dangerous for a helicopter pilot. "The 
Iraqis would lay down on top of their 
AK-47s pretending to be dead, " 
Hammond explained, "but when we 
turned our tail to them , they 'd jump up and 
try to shoot us in the back.' ' 

Appointment With Allah 

Such tactics caused Cobra crews to save 
some 20mm ammo just in case one of 
Saddam's soldiers wanted to commit 
suicide. "We were always willing to 

schedule an 

With all of the 
smoke, Hammond 
found himself in a 
50-foot hover 
over some dug-in 
T-72s and hun­
dreds of Iraqi 
infantry in trench­
es, all looking up 
at him. " Definit­
ely not the place 
to be," he sighed. 

<filg,g1r'lessive Cobira 

p!Ilol r ve eveir 

1D1<0~Yn. He haJ a 

appointment with 
Allah for them," 
Hammond joked. 

It seemed like 
every time Ham­
mond 's flight of 
four Cobras went 
out on a mission, 
everybody and his 
brother took a shot 
at them. But the 
Iraqis didn ' t em­
ploy their anti­
aircraft guns (S-
60s and ZSU 23-
4s) like they 
should have. 

ve1~y §i:rrnn.g J e§iire lo 

cro ou 1: 1n1J kiH the .Q 

Two missiles 
were launched 
against Hammond 
as his wingman, 

19 

ene n11y. 

Capt. Steve Rudder, rolled in and started 
scattering the enemy with 20mm cannon 
fire . 

No Apparent Fear Of Death 

"Yeah, Rudder has no apparent fear of 
death, " Hammond reflected. The missiles 
fi red at Hammond were bigger than 
shoulder-fired projectiles. ''They had a 
real big launch signature, probably an 
SA-8 or SA-6 - possibly an SA-9." He 
then called in the grid coordinates, after 
which Marine artillery saturated the area 
with high explosives. 

But the main Iraqi engagement followed 
in what was described to Hammond by 
Colonel Richard Hodary, Papa Bear Task 
Force commander, as "the largest tank 
battle the Marine Corps has ever been 
involved in. '' 

A total of 75 enemy tanks were 
destroyed - 24 by Cobras. Hammond got 
nine tanks, all but one of a half-dozen 
AAA positions, nine vehicles and 
two APCs. 

When Hammond arrived on the scene, 
Papa Bear's right flank was being attacked 
by a large Iraqi armored force, and Papa 

66 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

"I think there was a real breakdown in 
their command and control," Hammond 
theorized. None of the Scarfaces were 
scratched, but a couple of their Cobras got 
dinged. One took a bullet through the 

blade and another took a chunk of shrap nel 
in its side. But they stayed airborne. 

Corporal Bryan R. Freeman, working as 
a FAC in a TOW-equipped Humvee, 
spotted the source of fire being directed at 
Hammond, and lased the bui lding from 
which the hail of fire was coming. 

"We put six Hellfire missiles and four 
TOW missiles into it," Hammond smiled, 
"silencing it good." The explosion not 
only destroyed the building, but also 
knocked down a tall antenna, which fell 
across two gun positions. A double kill for 
the Cobras. Freeman was awarded a Silver 
Star for his heroics. 

After blowing the building to bits, 
Hammond and Freeman teamed up to 
destroy another four or five tanks before 
the main tank element of Task Force Papa 
Bear called for Hammond to engage an 
enemy command post defended by about 
40 Iraqi troops and a pair of antiaircraft 
batteries. 
6 6 we put six Hellfires into it 

and destroyed everything 
on that hill that moved 

with rockets and 20mm," Hammond 
recalled. 

After the Iraqis saw their command post 
go up in smoke, 200 of them raised their 
hands in the air, bringing down the curtain 
on the last shooting engagement of the war 
for Capt. Randy Hammond. 

"Greatest Force-Multipliers" 

Lieutenant Colonel Jim M a ttis , 
commanding officer of 1st Battalion, 7th 
Marines, spearheading the first Coalition 
assault into Kuwait, had nothing but praise 
for the Cobra pilots. ' 'They were the 
greatest force-multiplier out there on the 
battlefield in Kuwait, and we couldn ' t 
have won the war without them," he said. 

Capt. M ark Phillips poses with Czech N BC offi cer 
in front of his Cobra. An American and Czech 
soldier fighting on the same side would have been 
unthinkable just a year ago. 
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The glory of drawing the first blood and 
the: must blood would nut have been 
possible had Hammond not had an 
unselfish Marine aviator as his second 
section lead. 

Captain Rudder and his co-pilot, 1st Lt. 
Brian McCrary, continued to press the 
attack, destroying the source of the tracer 
fire with their 20mm gun. "Rudder saved 
our skin,· · Hammond, who wrote up 
Rudder for a Silver Star, said. 

"Rudder is the most aggressive Cobra 
pilot 1 ·ve ever known,' ' Hammond pointed 
out as he talked about his brush with death. 
"He had a very strong desire to go out and 
kill the enemy." 

Although HMLA-367 wound up with 
the most Cobra kills in the Kuwaiti theater 
of operations, HMLA-369, the 
Gunfighters who were the first Cobras to 
arrive in Saudi Arabia, earned a reputation 
for busting bunkers. 

Captain Eric Hastings, 32, from 
Dunnigan, California, has no idea how 
many missions he flew in Kuwait. "You 
just got up in the morning and started 
flying wherever the FAC wanted you 
to fly. " 

K
hafji was the first place the 
Gunfighters got their guns wet. 
HMLA-369 was the first Cobra 

squadron to arrive on the scene, engaging 
Iraqi mechanized units on the northern end 
of the Saudi border town and knocking out 
two APCs. 

The U.S. air battle ended abruptly, 
however, when it was announced that 
Coalition ground forces would drive the 
Iraqis out of Khafji. This was an obvious 
political move by Central Command 
designed to allow the Saudis a piece of the 
action in retaking one of their own 
cities. 

Taking The Heat Off 

Like the Scarfaces, their cousins from 
Camp Pendleton, the Gunfighters, were 
not called again until the night of the 
invasion. A Gunfighter, Tony Larson, got 
a direct TOW hit on an Iraqi mul tiple 
rocket-launcher, sending it sky-high and 
taking some heat off cannoneers in the 3rd 
Battalion, 11th Marines. 

Hastings and his section helped Lt. Col. 
Mattis' men at the Emir ' s farm by 
hovering over a tree line and checking to 
see if anyone was home in a series of 
bunkers below. Hastings probably shot 
more rockets and 20mm than any other 
Cobra pilot, but he didn't carry any 
Hellfires or TOWs, so he couldn't bag any 
Iraqi tanks. 

Captain Russell McGee, 27, from 
Graham, Texas, flew the front seat, or 
gunner/navigator position, in his Cobra, 
along with Capt. Perry Maas. 

" Khafji was the first time we fired in 
combat, " the lanky Texan recalled, "and 
it was the first time we fired al enemy 
targets on night-vision goggles." McGee 
and his mates were awakened from a deep 
sleep and told lo " saddle up and high-tail 
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The future is here. Capt. Randy H ammond wearing night-vision goggles which enable him to fly and fight in 

pitch-black darkness. 

it to Khafji." 
Maas, McGee's back-seater, 29, from 

Northfield, Minnesota, said that the 
Cobras took a back seat to the jet jockeys 
after Khafji. There was no need for close 
air support until Task Force Ripper 
breached two Iraqi mine fields inside 
Kuwait on the morning of 24 February. 
Then the fat was in the fire for both the 
Gunfighters and the Scarfaces. 

M
aas remembers the day he was 
sitting in the waiting room at Al 
Mishab airfield when 

"kaboom," a missile hit the base. "Wow, 
did we hit the floor fast, ' ' he said with 
raised eyebrows. 

McGee remembers the diplomatic roller 
coaster ride before the air war began on 17 
January. Although there was still hope that 
Saddam would blink first and back out of 
Kuwait gracefully, "Intel reports we were 
receiving gave Cobra pilots a different 

picture,'' McGee recalled. 
Captain Dave Koellein-Dewaele, 

"K.D." for short, said that the cease-fire 
came as shock to him. K.D., 30, from 
Oakdale, Minnesota, fired Hellfires at 
bunkers and BTR-60s, the Soviet version 
of a Marine Corps LAV. K.D. said he'll 
remember the '' 100-hour war' ' as a ''piece 
of cake. ' ' 

The only time the Iraqis fought was 
when they were in the~buming oil fields 
and the Marines couldn't see them. "If 
they had chosen to fight in there, it would 
have been a real nightmare because of the 
limited visibility," K.D. explained. 

Although the Gunfighters didn ' t chalk 
up any tank kills, they still remind the 
Scarfaces that they were the first Cobra 
squadron to arrive in Saudi Arabia, and 
had Saddam headed south, they would 
have been the only cowboys around at the 
OK Corral.~ 
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& . & w· e blew the turret 
off every T-72 

,,. we hit," Corpq-
ral Vernon Foren­

pohar, a 25-year-old Marine Reservist 
from Selah, Washington, said. Foren­
pohar and 110 other members of Bravo 
Company, 4th Tank Battalion spear­
headed the 2nd Marine Division's 
ground assault into Kuwait on 24 
February. 

Bravo's blitzkrieg is what legends 
are made of in 'the United States Marine 
Corps. By the end of the advance into 
Kuwait, Bra;vo Company, call sign 
"Predator," had destroyed 59 Iraqi 
tanks, 30 of which were Soviet-built 
'r-72s. 

Bravo is also credited with destroy­
ing 28 BMPs (mechanized infantry 
combat vehicles), seven BTRs (ar­
mored persennel carriers), 20 trucks, 
one ZSU-23-4 (an armored antiaircraft 
weapon), and four Toyota Land Cruis­
ers. A total of 119 ·Iraqi vehicles were 



1y Dale lB. Cooper 

Photos by Corporal Vernon Foirenpohair 

Y tCI\Jkim.a Yank Marine 
Reservists Kick7 Bash and 

Take Nam.es 
destroyed by Bravo Company. 

The farmers, truck drivers, plumbers 
and college students who were called to 
active duty in Bravo established a combat 
record unequaled in Marine Corps history. 
It also may have dispelled long-standing 
myths about Marine Reserve units' ability 
to fight. 

After a brief - but bloody - action, the 
commander of the 2nd Tank Battalion to 
which Bravo was attached, flew over the 
battlefield to survey the damage. When he 
asked how many tanks did that amount of 
damage, he was told 13. 

"He couldn't believe it," First Sergeant 
Robert D. Martin, who joined Bravo two 
days before it was activated and deployed 
to the Persian Gulf, said. 

Military intelligence had warned "Pred­
ator" to expect Soviet-built T-72s on the 
battlefield, but after confronting the best 
armor Saddam had, none of the Marines 
had anything good to say about the highly 
touted tanks or their Iraqi crews. 

"The T-72 is a piece of shit," Cpl. 
Forenpohar, whose crew chalked 17 kills 
on the turret of his tank, said. "Every T-72 
we hit had a catastrophic turret separation 

- in other words the turrets came off the 
tanks. The only tanks we hit that didn't 
lose their turrets were the ancient T-54/ 
55s. They stayed intact. The T-72s disinte­
grated. 
& & In some cases, the turret ring 

which holds the turret in place as 
it traverses was still attached to 

the tank hulk. The impact of a 120mm 
round completely ripped the seams out of 
the welds and blew the whole turret off the 
top of the hole." 

Unlike BMPs, which Forenpohar hit 
with high explosive rounds at ranges of 
1,500 meters or less, he never got close 
enough to any Iraqi tanks to see the 
round's impact. Muzzle-flash and smoke 
obscured most of the distant targets. 

Desert Butter At Reveille 

Forenpohar, who is one of the "top 
guns" in Bravo, having destroyed eight 
tanks, five BMPs and four trucks said, "It 
was just a major explosion and a lot of 
secondaries as ammunition cooked off." 
Six of the eight tanks he killed were T-72s. 

Bravo went through the Iraqi armor like 
a hot knife through butter. Thirty-three of 

the 34 tanks destroyed during the so-called 
"Reveille Engagement" were blown to 
bits in a battle that lasted only 80 seconds. 

Before Bravo fought its first 
engagement with enemy armor, it had to 
breach two mine belts. Everyone had 
moved into position on the night of 23 
February, with the exception of 1st Sgt. 
Martin and a maintenance crew who had to 
replace an engine in one of the tanks. With 
a lot of huffing and puffing, the task was 
finished and the tank delivered to its crew 
15 minutes before the attack began. 

What you're about to read are 
eyewitness accounts of those battles by 
young men from the Yakima Vcilley of 
Washington state. 

"We hit the first minefield at about 
0600 on the morning on 24 February," 
Forenpohar, who drives a truck in civilian 
life, said. "The engineers lost three or four 
60s (M-60 tanks) trying to breach the mine 
field as we waited for enemy artillery to 
begin raining down on our heads at any 
moment." He said this happened as 1st 
Battalion, 8th Marines, funneled through a 
narrow gap in the first minefield. 
& & They (the engineers) finally got 

one of the lanes cleared on our 
right flank,'' Forenpohar said. 

"I think it was Green Lane Six. Then 1st 
Platoon sent their plow-tank through to 
proof the lane, make sure it was clear of 
mines." 

Halfway through the minefield, Sgt. 
Bob Trainor's tank, "The Four 
Horsemen," hit an Iraqi mine, blowing the 
left track off and damaging the road 

Bravo went through the Iraqi arllllor 
like a hot knife through lbuttero 
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0 0 0 by the 6.n1c the 
66 RcwciHc Engagclllent9 1 had ended1 he had 

hit §J?Ycn tank.s with seven rounds ~a perfect scorco 

wheels. " We got a flat tire," Trainor, a 
27-year-old operator at the Hanford 
Nuclear Plant on the outskirts of Richland, 
Washington, said. 

W hat did it feel like when his tank 
hit a 25-pound Iraqi mine? 
"Oh, shit," he said, "it was 

spooky. Real spooky inside." But no one 
in his crew was hurt - just shaken up. 

"It was the closest thing to death I want 
to get to," the driver, Lance Corporal 
Amel Narvaez of Bremerton, 
Washington, said. Narvaez 
lost intercom commun­
ication with the rest of the 
crew after the mine exploded. 

No Gas; Flat Tire 

Although all of the 
MlAls in Bravo were 
hermetically sealed and offered 
crews the best possible 
protection from a gas attack, 
Trainor said he almost "freaked 
out" when a fine mist began 
fi lling the crew compartment of 
his tank after it hit the mine. 

When Lance Cpl. Sebens James 
yelled "gas!" Narvaez looked 
around the compartment and said 
to himself, "This is not a good way 
to go.' ' But fear of being gassed was 
short-lived. The misty vapor was the 
result of a ruptured hydraulic line, 
and not the dreaded chemical attack. 

Unable to move with a "flat tire," 
Trainor abandoned his tank on the 
battlefield, but had to have some help 
getting safely back to the rear. 

Warrant Officer Larry Fritts, a 30-
year-old plumber from Snohomish, 
Washington, came to Trainor's rescue, 
hitting at least three mines with his tank, 
"Torture Chamber," as he plowed a safe 
lane to the disabled " Four Horsemen." 
Fritts was following Trainor through the 
breach when "Four Horsemen" hit the 
mine. None of the crewmen were hurt, but 
the blast sure rattled their cages. 

"It burned our gun barrel, blew the 
fenders off, and blew the track off, ' ' 
Trainor said. But the mine didn't blow his 
tank off the ground. "It takes more than a 
25-pound mine to lift a 72-ton tank off the 
ground.' ' 

The MlAl is custom-built around a 
four-man crew, not eight, but somehow 
Fritts stuffed Trainor's crew into his tank. 
Backing up in his own tracks, Fritts ferried 
the "Four Horsemen" to safety where 
they watched the company roar through 
the breach and disappear in a cloud of dust 
on the horizon. 
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About 15 to 20 klicks beyond the second 
minefield, an intel report came over the 
radio saying to expect "enemy vehicles 
within about 5,000 meters." As soon as 
Bravo broke over a small rise in the desert, 
Cpl. Forenpohar saw several BMPs, T-55 
tanks and dismounted infantry. 

"We opened fire for about 15 minutes," 
Forenpohar said, just before the 

The sobering spectacle of a .50 caliber 
Browning M2 heavy-barrel machine 
gun with 1,000 rounds of ammo as it 
sits atop "Torture Chamber." 

Iraqis threw in the towel and started 
waving white flags. Bravo took 273 enemy 
prisoners of war (EPWs) in the so-called 
"Candy Cane" engagement. 
6 6 B MPs are probably the neatest 

pieces of armor to blow up. 
You can actually see the HE 

(high explosive) round penetrate," 
Forenpohar said. " It's like peeling a tin 
can open; just as you see the flash of the 
round going through (the vehicle) you see 

the sides cave in and then the secondary 
(explosion) cook off. They just go up in 
flames. Every piece of ammunition inside 
of it goes off. It's about the neatest Fourth 
of July fireworks display you'll ever see in 
your life.'' 

T he Iraqis closed to within 1,000 
meters, point-blank range for the 
120mm German-made smoothbore 

guns on the MlAls. Forenpohar had his 
sights on the first two BMPs that exploded. 

Cruiser Shoot 

After taking out the first four or five 
BMPs and a couple of T-55s, Bravo rolled 
up on line and began firing at anything 
moving on the battlefield, including a few 
Toyota Land Cruisers that were flying 
across the desert floor at speeds of 
50 mph. 

Warrant Officer Fritts nailed three of 
the four fast-moving wheels, leaving 
only one of the Land Cruisers rolling 
across the desert after 120mm rounds 
hit the other tiny vehicles. As 
darkness swallowed up the smoky 
battlefield, another 200 EPWs were 
rounded up and Bravo "retro­
graded,'' or moved, to the rear for 
the night. 

About 10 klicks from their first 
engagement of the Gulf War, 
Bravo circled the wagons for the 
night ("coiled up," as the tankers 
say), putting the commanding 
officer's and executive officer's 
tanks in the center of the circle, 
and backing up the other 11 
tanks so that everyone was 
facing "outboard" with a 
combined 360-degree field­
of-fire. 

The men of Bravo had been going "hell 
bent for leather'' for almost 24 hours, 
crashing for a couple hours of sleep on top 
of the tanks. However, reveille sounded 
early on the second day of the Gulf War. 

At about 0545 on the morning of 25 
February, a lance corporal in 1st Platoon 
looking through his tank ' s thermal 
imaging system (TIS) told his gunner he 
thought he saw something "out there" in 
the darkness: some spots or heat sources. 
The exact nature of the target was 
unidentifiable at such a long range. 

The gunner, Cpl. Brad Briscoe, 23, from 
Selah, Washington, who graduated from 
college a few weeks before his unit was 
activated and deployed to the Gulf, got 
down inside the tank and looked through 
the TIS. 

''After a few minutes of staring at spots 
on the scope,'' Captain Alan Hart said, 
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Defense Secretary Dick Cheney talks to 
soldiers of Desert Storm from atop 
M-60 tank just days prior to outbreak 
of hostilities. 

" he (Briscoe) mentioned it to me." Hart, 
1st Platoon leader, heard some " rumblings 
out there," but thought they were friendly 
vehicles -perhaps scouts roaming the 
perimeter. 

A s Hart, a 29-year-old farmer from 
Moro, Oregon, was walking back 
to his tank, Cpl. Briscoe stopped 

his platoon leader again and said he 
thought he had seen something. At this 
poi nt, Hart became alarmed at the sound, 
which by th is time had become louder. 

"It sounded like the deep rumble of 
diesel engines with the clank of tracks on 
a Caterpillar - nothing like we have on 
the M-60s or MlAls," Hart said. He then 
started runn ing around his section of the 
coil, shaking his men awake to tell them 
there were tanks out there, and ordering 
them to mount up immediately . 

" I hopped in my tank and took a look 
through the thermal sight and identified 
well over a dozen enemy vehicles out 
there," Hart said . By this time, he was on 
the radio hollering for the company to 
"stand to and come on line." 

Only Forenpohar responded 
immediately. The rest of Bravo couldn't 
move until their tanks came to life. From 
the time the driver punches the "start 
button " in an MlAl, it takes 40 seconds 
for the turbine-powered tank to "wind up" 
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and get moving. 

"Gotta Shoot These Guys!" 

As Hart 's tank moved toward the 
oncoming threat, his gunner kept yelling in 
the intercom, "Sir ... We gotta shoot these 
guys! ... Gotta shoot these guys!" The 
gunner, Cpl. Lee Fowble from Edmonds, 
Washington, could see Iraqi gun tubes 
traversing in his direction. 

Hart moved his tank up on line with his 
wingman, Forenpohar, but couldn't fire 
yet because the loader on his tank, " Hot 
Bitch, " was still on the back of the tank. 
"Had I fired," Hart said, " the blast would 
have blown the loader off the tank and 
severely injured him." 

By the time the loader was safely inside 
his tank, Fowble had put the cross-hairs on 
an Iraqi tank, and Hart ordered his gunner 
to fire. 

"Just as I was starting to fire," Hart 
said, ''I heard the CO (Capt. Ralph 
Parkison) come up on the net (radio) and 
order Bravo to come on line. When my 
gunner fired, I saw the round go out and 
smack a T-72 and blow the turret off." He 
then gave a staccato series of commands as 
his tank started blasting away: " Shift left 
... Fire! Shift left ... Fire!" 

In the opening salvos, Hart destroyed 
four enemy tanks, and by the time the 
" Reveille Engagement" had ended, he 
had hit seven tanks with seven rounds - a 
perfect score. "By then, I couldn ' t identify 
any more active targets," he said. 

"The battle took only 80 seconds," 

Fritts recalled. "Yeah," Hart added, 
"after 80 seconds, everything that was 
visible was blow n away by Bravo 
Company." For the next 10 minutes, Hart 
could see vehicles trying to flee to the east 
getting picked off at long range by his 
fellow tankers. "Every round was 
hitting, " he said. 

Hart nailed four tanks before the rest of 
the company started fi ring; however, he 
expressed fee ling sorrow for the Iraqis. 
"Everything was exploding. Those guys 
couldn ' t tell where we were. They had no 
idea which direction to go. They just knew 
their vehicles were exploding beneath 
them ." 

The euphoria that fo llowed the "turkey 
shoot" was brief. Especially when the 
Marines saw what thei r guns had done. 
iS iS K don ' t thin k right after the 

firefight they felt the same as, say, 
infantrymen. They were up on a 

high for a while, but reality started to dawn 
on them when they saw 72 prisoners 
surrender," 1st Sgt. Martin grimly 
recounted. 

The casualties were severe. Iraqi 
soldiers were missing arms and legs, and 
Martin said the mood changed to one of 
humanitarianism. The battle was over. 
Now it was time to take care of the 
wounded. 

Hart remembered announcing over the 
radio to not shoot the Iraqis if they were 
moving away from a burning vehicle. "It 
was so easy to kill them, " he said. "There 
was no satisfaction in mowing them down 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 71 



-.•. , 

TOP LEFT: The human price of war: burnt body of an Iraqi tanker and his tombstone 
-a shattered T-72. 

TOP MIDDLE: Marine stands beside carcass of Soviet T-62 in Iraqi desert. 

ABOVE: Cpl. Forenpohar sits triumphantly atop his M 1A 1, nicknamed "Torture 
Chamber." Marine desert insignia and tally of enemy armor destroyed decorate 
turret. 

with our machine guns, so we didn't kill 
any survivors." 

The Soviet-built T-72 was simply no 
match for the MlAl. A tank is a tank, but 
the Ml Al is a totally different breed of cat 
on the battlefield, where it is designed to 
go "head to head" with any piece of armor 
known to man, and defeat it. 

MIAls Roast T-72s 

"We knew there was nothing out there 
that could penetrate our frontal armor," 
Capt. Brian Winter of Yakima, 
Washington, said. Winter, Bravo ' s 

executive officer, believes the MlAl is the 
best-protected and best-powered armored 
fighting vehicle in the world. He feels so 
strongly about the invincibility of the 
MlAl, he named his tank "War Wagon." 

"It's the baddest ride on the open 
desert,'' Hart boasted. He added that he 
would not want to go to war in a T-72 
- which blows apart when you hit it. ''The 
turret flies off. Everyone inside is 
incinerated to ash. There's nothing 
identifiable in there and it melts down to 
nothing. The armor is very thin and the 
thing goes up like a candle." 

Poor design makes the T-72 a disaster 
waiting to happen, according to Winter. 
The 31-year-old sheriff's deputy from 
Yakima County said the Soviet-built T-72 
tanks he faced in Kuwait were flaming 
coffins waiting for someone to strike a 
match. 

"Fuel is stored along the right fender of 
the T-72 in five or six fuel cells," Winter 
explained. "And they aren't armored, 
either." When the Iraqis struck south in 
search of American units, they turned their 
highly vulnerable right side to Bravo 
Company. 
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Tactically speaking, the Iraqis were 
asleep at the switch and didn't wake up 
until it was too late. "I couldn't believe 
how they came be-bopping across the 
desert with their guns pointed skyward," 
Capt. Hart said. "They weren't ready. to 
fight us." 

Hart's tank knocked out a total of eight 
tanks, four infantry fighting vehicles, and a 
half-dozen trucks .. 

Forenpohar's crew could have knocked 
out 19 instead of 17 enemy vehicles had it 
not fired a couple of high-explosive 
antitank (HEAT) rounds off a sabot reticle. 

LEFT: Charred remains of a T-72 now lie silent in the Iraqi desert. 

TOP RIGHT: Turret of a T-72 after being blown off its chassis. 

ABOVE: T-72, the pride of Soviet armor, awaits its final voyage to scrap heap. 
Unlike earlier T-55s and T-62s, T-72s lost their turrets when hit. 

[The sabot is a lightweight carrier which 
enables a subcaliber projectile to be fired 
from a larger caliber weapon, giving the 
projectile an incredibly high velocity and 
ultimately greater penetrating ability.] 

"We screwed up," Forenpohar 
chuckled, explaining that his gunner got in 
a hurry and forgot to throw the switch from 
"sabot" to "HEAT." 

Bravo was an M-60Al tank unit before 
the war. Activated in mid-December 1990, 
the unit was sent to Twentynine Palms, 
California, home of the Marine Air and 
Ground Combat Center, for a crash-course 

on how to operate the MlAl Abrams. For 
Bravo Company, transitioning from M-
60Als to MlAls was like climbing into a 
Cadillac after driving a Ford. 

"We wanted to know how to fight in the 
MlAl in worst-case scenarios," Winter 
explained, " because we fel t if something 
could go wrong, it would, and we wanted 
to be able to fight in the tank manually 
with most of the major systems down.'' As 
it turned out, the MlAls borrowed from 
the Army and stenciled with "USMCR" 
on the fenders, performed as advertised: 
spectacular! y. 

re ~Ye ~vcire. They haJ no iJea which Jiircction to go. 
ire exploding beneath them.. 9 9 
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But Bravo was a fast study, raising 
questions about the preparedness of Army 
Reserve units wh ich were not deemed 
" comb at ready" in t ime for the 
ground war. 

"Motivation is the key to success, " 1st 
Sgt. Randy Wilcox, a member of the 
13-man inspector-instructor staff in Ya­
kima, Washington, said. ' 'That and a 
'can-do ' atti tude. My Marines wanted to 
prove that they could compete 
on the battle-
fi eld with 
any unit, Ma­
rine or Ar­
my. " Wilcox 
was as proud 
as a ' 'new 
papa" about 
his boys. 

Prior to the 
Gul f War, the 
4th Tank Battal­
ion was on the 
chopping block. 
USMC Head­
quarters in Ar­
lington Hall, Vir­
ginia, was talk­
ing about keeping 
only two Reserve 
tank compan ies . 
And Bravo Com­
pany was slated to 
be one of the "cho­
sen few. " 

"The men knew 
their unit was on the line," Wilcox 
recalled, "but we ' re blessed with a lot of 
talent. Many of the men are college­
educated, and can master complex weap­
ons systems like the MlAl in a matter of 
weeks. For example, crews transitioning to 
the Abrams are usually given seven weeks 
to learn the system, but Bravo had only 
two-and-a-half weeks before it shipped out 
to Saudi Arabia. " 

A fter intensive training in the Cali­
fornia desert, the company was 
sent to a camp called "Thunder­

bolt," where it picked up Army MlAls 
from Europe - some of the tanks XVII 
Corps shipped to the Persian Gulf from 
Germany in late December 1990. 

The 14 tanks Bravo borrowed from the 
Army had been used by regulars. They 
were missing fire extinguishers, wrenches, 
tool kits, grease guns - all kinds of things. 

Shunted from unit to unit like an 
unwanted stepchild, Bravo was eventually 
assigned to lead the ground assault against 
Iraqi units in Kuwait in support of the 1st 
Battalion, 8th Marines. The rest of the 
story is history. 

Why didn ' t the Iraqi tankers, who had 
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some 4,000 tanks in the Kuwaiti theater of 
operations, do better in battle? " ! think a 
lot of them were scared and confused," 
Cpl. Forenpohar said, "because our air 
(power) had pretty well kicked the shit out 
of their morale. I don ' t think they had the 
will to fight anymore. Some of them acted 
like they were waiting for us to show up so 
they could surrender." 

In 

The crew of "Torture Chamber" sits 
atop its newest war trophy, a captured 
Soviet-built BMP. 

fact, a captured Iraqi officer who had been 
educated in the United States verified this. 
"The ones who did have the will to fight 
didn ' t have the proper training," Foren­
pohar added. 

Fearsome No More 

Corporal Forenpohar had been told so 
much about the T-72 tank, he was scared to 
death of it. "But it was a false fear," the 
young tanker said. As far as Forenpohar is 
concerned, the T-72 is only a mod­
ified T-55. 

"The armor is thin; there's no 
protection for the crew. The 125mm gun 
shells are brought up from a storage area 
beneath the floor. It takes 12 seconds to 
load a T-72. My gunner can load almost 
three rounds in the same time," 
Forenpohar confidently said . 
6 6 li depend on my TC (tank 

commander) to spot what we 
see," Brad Briscoe explained, 

"but the only difference between enemy 

tanks and cardboard targets is the T-72s 
blow up when they get hit. '' Briscoe said 
anxiety was high when Bravo went 
through the two minefields and fought the 
first couple of engagements, but after that 
everyone settled down. 

"I don't know why, " 
Briscoe said. ' 'Maybe 
we were just tired or 
used to the routine by 
then, but it was an 
easy game ... a turkey · 
shoot.' ' 

As for why the 
Iraqis didn't make a 
better showing in 
battle, "I d o n't 
know whether they 
were poorly train­
ed, or just didn't 
have the will to 
figh t," he reflect­
ed. Briscoe went 
to work fo r the 
Boeing Ai rcraft 
Company in 
Sea tt le as an 
electrical engin­
eer after return­
ing from the 
war. 

Several 
days after the 

"Reveille Engagement," Bravo 
dismounted and walked across th e 
battlefield. Briscoe and his buddies 
couldn't believe what they saw. Blackened 
corpses of Iraqi soldiers lay grotesquely 
sprawled beside their burned-out tanks, 
armored personnel carriers and infan try 
fighting vehicles. 

Ammunition was still "cooking off" 
inside the blackened hulks. The sand 

Wreckage of Soviet T-55 bears witness 
to the devastating penetrating power 
of sabot round fired from M 1A 1. The 
sabot is essentially a lightweight 
carrier that enables the firing of a 
subcaliber pro;ectile through the bore 
of a larger caliber weapon resulting in 
super velocities and awesome 
destruction. 
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around the vehicles was scorched black by 
heal shooting out of the burning vehicles. 
The scene looked like something from 
Dante·s Inferno. After the initial 80-
second slaughter, additional Iraqi armored 
vehicles appeared through the smoke, 
trying to determine what had taken place. 

Sore Thumbs To Dead Thumbs 

It was a costly mistake. MIAls are 
equipped with thermal sights that can see 
through dense smoke - the Iraqis stood 
out like sore thumbs. It is believed that at 
least 80 Iraqi tankers were killed in the 
battle that began and ended before dawn. 

C
asualties in Bravo were extremely 
light; no one was KIA (killed in 
action). Warrant Officer Fritts 

broke his knee cap. One of the loaders in 
1st Platoon crushed two fingers during an 
ammo exchange, but refused to be 
evacuated. 

"He continued to 
lock and load ," 
Fritts said, "al­
though he was in a 
lot of pain. The 
rush of adrenaline 
kept him going 
until a corpsman 
was able to treat 
his crushed 
hand. ' ' 

The driver of 
another tank suf­
fered a severely 
broken arm 
when it was 
struck by a tra­
versing turret. 
While waiting 
in an ambush 
position, the 

recounted, " the tank in front of me. to the 
left of me, and righ t of me, and behind me, 
blew up. " 

"He said it all happened at once," Fritts 
added. '' He looked back and crews were 
getting out of their tanks to get away from 
the fires, and he told his crew to 
evacuate." The enemy officer told Marine 
interrogators he was on top of his tank 
ready to jump off of the front fender when 
it blew up, hurling his body into the air. 

When Fritts watched survivors walk 
toward his position, carrying badly burned 
and wounded comrades, he wondered how 
Saddam Hussein could be so cruel as lo 
send some of his best men to their deaths. 
"He sacrificed them," Fritts bitterly said. 
"He sacrificed his army." 

Destination: Pet Cemetery 

After two days of "running and 
gunning, " Bravo moved to a defensive 
position outside of Kuwait City, a place 

the Marines called 

first sergeant like Roht:rl Mart in smi le 
from ear to ear. 

"I'd say the kids passed their final 
training test with the highest possible 
score," Martin gleamed. "When you 
consider that amount of damage was done 
by one company, with no casualties, it's 
difficult lo imagine. I think the leadership 
was good, but the kids came around and 
did their job." 

T he Marine Corps apparen tly 
concurs with that assessment. 
Martin said that the commander of 

the 1st Battalion of the 8th Marines 
indicated that Bravo could receive a 
Presidenti al U nit Citation for its 
achievements on the battlefield. 

In the meantime, Bravo will have to be 
content with a war trophy at their training 

The pride of Saddam's armor, a 
"dreaded" T-72. This was one of the 
few destroyed T-72s that did not lose its 
turret when hit by American shells. 

center in 
Yakima. 
After its 

heroic ac­
tion, in 

which some 
119 Iraqi ve­

hicles were 
knocked out, 

Bravo Comp­
any was 

tank com- .....,,, 

mander dis- ~~~~~~~~~~~-:!'~~~~~~~~~~~~-:::~~:;::~~~~~~~~~'. mounted and went forward to free the 
driver's caught arm. 

Although his comrades think the Iraqis the "pet cemetery" because of all the 

allowed to 
keep a slightly 

used and 
abused Soviet­

made T-72 
tank by Major 

General 
William Keys, 

commanding 
general of the 

2nd Marines Division. lost the will to fight, Fritts feels the ones he animals slaughtered there by the Iraqis. On 
tangled with on the second day of the war the way, a few enemy vehicles were 
were determined to inflict maximum engaged, adding to Bravo's total of kills. 
casualties on his fellow Marines - But for all practical purposes, the battle 
especially those hauling fuel, ammunition was over. 
and water forward in a "log," or logistics In 48 hours, G-2 (Marine Intelligence) 
train, of trucks and four-wheel drive said Bravo had broken the backs of the 8th 
vehicles. Mechanized Battalion and the 6th 

An Iraqi lieutenant who was captured Mechanized Battalion of the 3rd Iraqi 
during the " Reveille Engagement" (or Armored Division, in that order. The effect 
" turkey shoot" as some members of was the destruction of 20% of that 
Bravo prefer to call the battle), revealed division 's entire armored capability. "Not 
that his armored regiment had been given bad for 13 tanks," 1st Sgt. Martin 
an azimuth to follow until they made commented. 
contact with American forces. Earlier, G-2 had believed that the 

"If we hadn ' t been where we were that carnage was caused by the 
day, about 15 miles south of Kuwait City, combined efforts of wire-guided 
the Iraqi force would have engaged our weapons (TOWs) and air-to-ground 
" log" train, which had no armor-defeating missiles from close-air support aircraft, 
capability," Fritts said. but Bravo's "First Shirt" set G-2 straight 

During interrogation, the Iraqi officer on the matter. 
acknowledged that his unit didn't know Bravo 's baptism-by-fire could not have 
what hit it. "Our column was headed been more brutally effective or efficient. It 
across the desert when all of a sudden," he was the kind of performance that makes a 
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"The T-72 is intact," Martin said, 
"except for a small hole where it was hit 
by a LAW (a hand-held, light antitank 
missile]." No one was inside the tank 
when it was hit. The Iraqi crew had 
apparently abandoned it on the battlefield. 

After the war ended, Bravo hitched a 
tank retriever to the war trophy and 
dragged it all over the desert behind a tank 
known as " Hawg Boss II." The retriever 
crew attached a white flag to the Iraqi 
tank's antenna so that no one would shoot 
it again. 

The tank was shipped back lo the States 
by the Military Sealift Command, and 
thanks to the efforts of retired Marine Bob 
Erskine in Yakima and three railroads (the 
Norfolk and Southern, Burlington and 
Northern, and Washington Cen tral), 
agreed to haul the Iraqi tank to Yakima 
where "Predator" will proudly display 
their war trophy outside their Reserve 
training center.'?( 
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DESERT 
L@GISTICS 

W HEN historians write 
about the "four-day" war 
in the Persian Gulf, they 
will ·conclude that MPS, 
the Maritime Preposition­

ing Ships program, played a key role in 
halting the spread of S~ddam Hussein's 
aggression. 

U.S. Marines were ready to fight long 
before other ground units and MPS is the 
reason why. Unlike other Coalition troops, 
they didn't have to wait months for their 
tanks and artillery to arrive by ship. 

The 'Marine Corps keeps a big chunk of 
its rolling stock and supplies at sea in three 
oceans, the Western Pacific, the Eastern 
Atlantic and the Indian Ocean. According 
to the former Marine Commandant, Gen­
eral P.X. Kelly, "One phone call gets it 
all." 

Each MPS squadron contains 30 days of 
supplies for three full Marine amphibious 
brigades totaling 46,000 men. The Marine 
brigade is the "punch" of MPS. It's built 
around the basic component of Marine 
combat power - the infantryman. 

In addition to three full battalions of 
infantry equipped with rifles, machine 
guns and mortars, the brigade has a fourth 
maneuver battalion equipped with tanks 
and two battalions of field artillery, with 
36 medium (155mm) and heavy (203mm) 
caliber cannons between them. 

To take on armored forces, each Marine 
brigade has 96 TOW launchers. Six im­
proved Hawk and 72 Stinger missile­
launchers protect the brigade from air 
attack and 109 fast LVT-.7 assault amphib­
ian vehicles get infantrymen ashore with 
dry feet. 

Each amphibious brigade has 68 heli­
copters, both transport and attack chop­
pers, including eight CH-53E Super Stal­
lions, America's premier heavy-lift heli­
copter, capable of hauling up to 16 tons. 
There are also 24 AH-lTs, the deadly 
Cobra gunship that fires a mix of TOW 
and Hellfire missiles, rockets and machine 
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The 
Supplying of an 

American 
Army 
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guns. 
There are 78 fixed-wing aircraft as­

signed to the brigade for close air support. 
Among them are two squadrons of F/A-18 
Hornets and 20 new AV-SB Harriers. 
There is also a squadron of A-6E Intruder 
all-weather attack planes and a comple­
ment of photo reconnaissance and elec­
tronic aircraft. 

Mountains of Material 

But the unexpected swiftness of the 
Coalition victory in the Gulf War has left 
the U.S. military with mountains of 
surplus material in Saudi Arabia, with 
even more on order. 

A s of 5 March 1991, when the first 
troops began to head home, 450 
American ships had off-loaded 

almost 3 million short tons of dry cargo, 
including tanks, trucks and artillery, and 
878,000 short tons of containerized cargo 
- everything from soda pop to shoelaces, 
along with 6.1 million short tons of fuel. 

"This war was a logistics war," 
according to Brigadier General Charles 
Krulak, who was charged with equipping 
and supplying the 85,000 Marines who 
took part in Operation Desert Storm. 
Supply units are normally in the rear with 
the gear, but not this time. Commanders 
took the calculated risk of moving supply 
bases as far forward as possible. 

Logistics Base Charlie, a key supply 
point, was located just 9 miles from 
Kuwait. Charlie handled at least 10 C-130 
transport planes a day, each one loaded 

with 12 tons of bottled water, food, 
medicine and ammunition. 

Army engineers carved the "log base" 
out of the desert, turning a mile-long 
stretch of highway into a runway. "With a 
wheel base of 15 feet, landing a C-130 
Hercules on a highway was tricky," 
Colonel Clay Bailey of the 317th Tactical 
Airlift Wing said. 

Just as in Vietnam, ground crews 
unloaded pallets of cargo in less than 10 
minutes while the planes' four engines 
were still running. Helicopters with huge 
cargo nets slung beneath them hauled 
urgently needed supplies to front line 
units. 

Saudi Arabia contributed most of the 6 
million gallons of water and 18 
million gallons of fuel that were used 

daily. One hundred flights each day from 
the U.S. and Europe brought in food, 
ammunition and spare parts. Most of the 
giant C-5As and smaller C-141s landed at 
Dhahran Air Base. 

The "Desert Express," a squadron of 
C-141 Starlifters, became Uncle Sam's 
answer to Federal Express. Priority parts 
were put aboard C-141s in the States and 
flown via Spain to Saudi Arabia in 18 
hours. 

The bulk of the "consumables" -beans 
and bullets - were hauled forward by 
truck. The backbone of the local supply 
effort was a fleet of 3,000 U.S. and 2,000 
Saudi vehicles. "My people drove 3,000 
miles a day and hauled 1 million gallons of 

RIGHT: Bradley fighting vehlcle being 

unloaded from MPS vessel In Saudi 

Arabia. More than 3 mllllon short tons 

of dry cargo had been unloaded from 

450 American ships by 5 March 1991. 

Photo: DoD 

INSET: Lt. Col. Wllllam Clayton In front 

of 1 mllllon MREs stored at his desert 

camp. 
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What the well-fed so ldier Is eating 

these days. Note the combination of 

5audl and American foodstuffs as well 

as the bottled water. 

fresh water a month to the troops," 
Lieutenant Colonel Sue McConaghy, a tax 
auditor in civilian life, said. 

In December 1981, then-President 
Ronald Reagan ' s Secretary of the Navy, 
John Lehman, sent a formal proposal to 
Congress asking that a merchant ship 
conversion and charter approach be taken 
to provide MPS. 

1 If By Land; 2 If By Sea 

And, although Democrats and 
Republicans in Washington still argue 
about who was responsible for MPS, 
long-term prepositioning of equipment 
and supplies for the Marine Corps meant 
the difference in the Gulf War. The 
equipment the 13 ships carried to the war 
zone was used by the Marine units flown 
to the scene by the Military Airlift 
Command. 

M PS squadrons are capable of off­
loading at piers or from offshore 
with special equipment with 

which they have been fitted .. "We 
unloaded these ships so fast, " Corporal 
Don A. Gaines, a supply warehouseman 
from Flint, Michigan, said, "there weren't 
enough trucks available in-country to haul 
all of this stuff to the guys up front." 

The four ships in MPS-1 carried 2,300 
vehic les, ev e rything from 155mm 
howitzers to Humvees. Of the 2,300 
vehicles, only 17 wouldn ' t start and had to 
be jump-started. 

Armored vehicles and other rolling 
stock were gassed en route to Saudi 
Arabia. But it took about a week to get 
them ready for combat. Weapons had to be 
mounted on gun stations and radios 
installed before armored vehicles were 
painted desert camo and hauled to the front 
on flatbed trailer-trucks. 

In addi tion to tanks, trucks and light 
armored vehicles, which were parked 
wi thin inches of each other aboard the 
ships, there were 2,800 steel containers on 
deck. The dunnage from those 8x8x20-
foot containers created a mountainous pile 
of packing at the port of Al Jubail. 

For the fi rst time since World War II, 
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the U.S . military 
depended more on 
sealift than airlift, 
causing Department 
of Defense 
contingency 
planners to rethink 
the airlift /sealift 
ratio for future 
operations. One and 
a half ships used by 
MPS can carry as 
much tonnage as all 
of the airlift 
capability available 

- a fact even the top brass could not 
ignore. 

Sealift In 
The Future 

Looking back on the successful 
operation, Lt. Gen. Thomas Kelly said 
Desert Storm demonstrated the need for 
increased sealift capability. But the need 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 
""We go to summer 

camp for two 
weeks every year, 
but we've never 

seen anything this 
big. It'll go down in 

history as one of 
the biggest supply 
operations ever." 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

for increased transport by sea does not 
mean an end to airlift. Prepositioning of 
equipment and supplies for a Marine 
amphibious brigade and Navy support 
element reduces the number of airlift 
sorties required from 4,500 to 249 or less. 
Little or no additional airlift or sealift is 
needed for resupply in the first month of 
combat. That ' s the beauty of the MPS 
program. 

However, the combat arms 
of any country are only as 
good as their logistical 
support. For every three U.S. 
soldiers on the front lines, 
there are seven others 
providing logistical support. 

' ' This is the biggest 
operation I've ever been 
involved in, " Major Guth G. 
Germand from Lakeland, 
Florida, said. Germand 
commands the 593rd Area 

Support Group his men were 
responsible for millions of tons of food and 
ammunition and hundreds of thousands of 
individual items that keep an army going. 

"We're the retail outlet, " said Capt. 
George White, commanding officer of the 
251st Supply and Service Company, an 
Army National Guard unit from 
Lewisburg and Tellahoma, Tennessee. 
Each unit in the field sent trucks to 
White's warehouses to pick up food and 
water. 

I t cost more that $4.5 million a day just 
to keep U.S. service personnel fed. 
Almost 13 million Meals, Ready To 

Eat (MREs) were consumed every month, 
enough to feed a city of 140,000 for the 
same duration. The Army also provided 4 
million pounds of coffee and almost 7 
million pounds of sugar. 

"We go to summer camp for two weeks 
every year," Second Lieutenant Sandy 
Beard from Nashville, Tennessee, said. 
"But we've never seen anything this big. 
It'll go down in history as one of the 
biggest supply operations ever." 

Piggly Wiggly Beware 

Walking through a warehouse in Al 
Jubail which stored 3.2 million MREs on 
one side and 1.2 million "T's," or unitized 
tray rations, on the other side of the 
football field-sized warehouse, Major 
Greg McCorkle, a National Guardsman 
from Jackson, Mississippi, said, "When it 
comes to rations, Piggly Wiggly (a 
supermarket chain) has nothing on us. " 

Japan was prevented by its constitution 
from contributing any troops to the 
multinational force, but sent non-lethal 
items such as Toyota cars and buses, and 
thousands of recreational items. 

"It's unreal, just unreal," Sergeant First 
Class Timothy C. Page of Dublin, North 
Carolina, said, as he helped Specialist 
Christopher Valasic stack TVs in a 
warehouse at Al Jubail. "The Japanese 
sent top-of-the-line stuff," he continued, 
"Sony, Mitsubishi, Hitachi, NC and 
Sanyo." 

Captain Jones said someone will have to 
account for all of these recreational items, 
but doesn't know what will happen to all 
of the TVs and VCRs when the troops go 
home. "After all of the stuff I've seen," 
Jones said, "It'd make the biggest yard 

Off·loadlng group watches as M·60 
tanks roll In. 
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sale the world has ever seen." 
U.S. Navy supply ships poured 

hundreds of tons of supplies an hour into 
warships as they steamed off the coast of 
Kuwait. Commanders said the four-day 
resupply effort was the largest of its kind 
ever attempted. 

The 224th Support Battalion (Forward) 
set up shop in the Saudi desert before a 
logistical base was built. As the support 
arm of the 24th Infantry Division 
(Mechanized), the 224th moved three 
times during its stay in Saudi Arabia, each 
time inching closer to the front lines. 

Like sister supply units, the 224th had to 
improvise constantly . For example, bottled 
water became so hot it could not be 
consumed until some enterprising soldier 
came up with the idea of wrapping water 
bottles in wet socks. 

Captain Suzanne Hickey, a West 
Point graduate from Gaithersburg, 
Maryland, said she will always 

remember the soldiers in her company 
who had a "can do" attitude despite many 
adversities in the desert. 

Munitions On The Move 

Sergeant Danny Mathis from Macon, 
Georgia, managed an ammunition transfer 
point in the desert. Mathis and his men 
moved 300 short tons of ammo a day to 
tank and artillery positions. As soon as an 
area was clear of unfriendlies, Mathis 
would send his trucks forward to replenish 
ammunition stocks. 

Obviously, military planners at the 
Pentagon gained much valuable 
knowledge during Operation Desert 
Storm. Accountability, however, was 
probably the biggest lesson learned during 
the supply side of the operation. 

"You have to understand that MPS 2 
and 3 came to Saudi Arabia very early in 
the war, and they had a threat to meet. So 
getting equipment into the hands of troops 
was the primary objective," a Col. 
Dockendorff said as he watched an M-60 
tank clank off a steel ramp. 

When an Army unit reported the theft of 
50 vehicles, officials assumed they had 
been swiped for parts. But bar codes 
helped locate the vehicles, 10 of which 
were parked in the wrong place . The other 
40 were transferred to the Marines by 
mistake. 

When logisticians assigned to 
ARCENT, the Army's Central Supply 
Command, planned for the Gulf War, they 
planned for a prolonged conflict of at least 
60 days in duration. Before the ground war 
began, the Department of Defense signed 
contracts for almost 6 million camouflage 
jackets and trousers, 1.4 million pairs of 
the newly designed "Schwarzkopf" boot, 
and 44,000 vests to protect front line 
soldiers and Marines from shrapnel. 

Since the cease-fire, the Defense 
Personnel Support Center (DPSC) in 
Philadelphia has been trying to turn off the 
supply spigot. But Frank Johnson, a 
spokesman for the center said, "It's like 
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trying lo turn a river around." In the first 
four days after President Bush ordered 
combat ceased, more than 50,000 tons of 
weapons and supplies were air and 
sealifted to Saudi Arabia. 

Within the first week of the cease-fire, 
Brig. Gen. John Cusick, commander of the 
DPSC, issued a "stop work" order on a 
$63.5 million rations contract with Vanee 
Foods of Berkley, Illinois. 

In order lo avoid paying heavy 
cancellation fees, the Pentagon divided its 
orders for an item among several contracts 
with different companies; signing them a 
few at a time. Now that Desert Storm is 
over, the remaining contracts the Pentagon 
planned to award won't be signed . 

Ammunition Disposal 

"Clearing out excess hardware will 
probably take a year," Maj. Peter Keating, 
an Army spokesman at the Pentagon, said. 
Ammunition will have to be inspected, 
cleaned, repackaged and put back aboard 

ARCENT"s motto is: " Good logistics is 
combat power. " Although Pagonis said he 
got a C-minus in tactics at West Point, he 
knows the importance of logistics. The 
British defeated German Field Marshal 
Erwin Rommel 's Afrika Korps in World 
War II by building bases forward as they 
went so they wouldn ' t have to backtrack 
for supplies. That's exactly what Gus 
Pagonis did in the Gulf War. 

Green To Tan To Green 

Now that the war is over, Crosbie Saint, 
the four-star commander of Arrny forces in 
Europe, is worried about repainting his 
armor NATO green. " It was a bitch 
getting them painted desert tan," Saint 
growled, "And now I've got to paint them 
green again. " 

Before the bulk of the U.S. forces head 
home, they' ve got to empty massive 
supply depots. Unexpended ammunition 
has to be "sured," or made safe to 
repackage. The Bush administration must 

ships, or disposed of in an r------:----~:::;::;:::::;:::::::::--1'ii'"lliii;;:J 
environmentally safe way if it 
can ' t be reused. 

In past wars, the Army 
dumped fuel and other noxious 
substances into the ground, but 
today a lot of stuff just can ' t be 
dumped. This time, military 
expert David Isby said it will 
take time, effort and money to 
properly dispose of unwanted 
material. 

Vehicles bought 
specifically for the Gulf 
buildup may be sold to foreign countries 
(subject to Congressional approval) 
through the State Department ' s foreign 
military sales program. 

Some Iraqi equipment captured by 
Coalition troops, such as modern, Soviet­
made T-72 tanks and BMP-2 armored 
personnel carriers, will be shipped to the 
United Stales, stri pped down and 
examined to glean technical information . 
The rest of the Iraqi equipment will either 
be sold as scrap or destroyed. 

Lieutenant General William "Gus" 
Pagonis earned his third s tar by 
successfully pulling off the largest 
logistical move in the history of warfare. 

I n the first 100 days of Operation Desert 
Shield, Pagonis' people moved 
150,000 troops through the aerial port 

at Dhahran and unloaded 150 ships at the 
seaport in Al Jubail with no accidents. 

ARCENT, which Pagonis heads, is like 
a civilian corporation . "You stock the 
shelves," Pagonis said. "And as the goods 
are sold, you move merchandise from the 
warehouse lo the store.'' 

But logisticians never have a good day. 
"There's always going to be a disconnect 
somewhere," Pagonis added as he sat in 
his office amid charts and graphs. "That's 
why we shoot for a good hour." From day 
one, Pagonis said his mission was to build 
up theater stocks to sustain combat forces 
for up to 60 days wi thout resupply . 

Working on the engine of one of the 

thousands of trucks used to haul 

"beans and bullets" to forward posl· 

tlons. Of the 23,000 vehicles aboard 

the four ships In MPS·1, only 17 had to 

be jump-started. 

also decide what equipment can be left in 
the Gulf, what can be sold, and what can be 
thrown away. 

The military adopted a ''first in - first 
out" order of departure for the Desert 
Storm troops. The order applies to 
everyone except logisticians. 

The "bui ld-down" may be more 
complicated than the "build-up." 
According to Pentagon spokesman Pete 
Williams, "It's kind of like packing your 
car - it takes longer to repack it than it 
does to unpack it." 

Logisticians made history in the Gulf. 
General Pagonis doubts their 
accomplishments will ever be achieved 
again. "Never have so few moved so many 
so far in such a short period of time," he 
said. 

General William G.T. Tuttle, who heads 
the Army Materiel Command, said getting 
tons of equipment ready for shipment 
home reminded him of a fireman who gets 
his hoses all muddy at a fire, then has to 

Continued on page 116 
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T
HE dramatic U.S.-led vic­
tory in the Persian Gulf 
War demonstrated con­
vincingly the media ' s shal­
lowness and inaccuracies 

in reporting the defense build-up under 
President Ronald Reagan. 

Seldom has our press been so consis­
tently wrong on an important public issue. 
An "Iron Triangle" of leftists, "whistle 
blowers" and their patsies in the media did 
their best to convince us that the weapons 
systems being developed by the Pentagon 
over the past decade were largely worth­
less junk. 

The nay-sayers' moans continued to the 
brink of war. On 5 September Scott Pelley 
of the " CBS Evening News" denounced 
the Apache assault helicopter as so com­
plex, and prone to breakdowns, that it 
would be useless in war. David Shribman 
of the Wall Street Journal wrote on 17 
January, "In this war, American illusions 
[sic J about high technology could be 
among the victims." Charles Lane wrote 
in Newsweek on 21 January that pilots 
feared the "fast flying F-15E and the 
Army's gadget-laden Apache helicopter 
will be of little use against Iraqi tank 
columns." 

There was much more in this vein. 
So what happened when our hardware 

was put to the test of war? The U.S. 
obliterated or scared off one of the world's 
largest military machines. The Iraqi arse­
nal included a 1 million man army, fighter 
jets, bombers, thousands of tanks, high­
tech weaponry and chemical and biologi­
cal weapons potential. 

The Soviets had provided Saddam Hus­
sein with some of their best weapons. But 
the war ended in only 43 days, with the 
ground campaign lasting a scant 100 
hours. On the U.S. side, only 122 persons 
were killed in action, with 21 missing in 
action. General H. Norman Schwarzkopf 
called the light casualties miraculous. 
President Bush referred to our soldiers as 
"first-class talent." They deserved - and 
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got - first-class weapons. 
Many Americans were surprised at 

these successes because we have been 
saddled with a media that does second­
class work when reporting defense issues. 
If policy makers had heeded news organi­
zations and anti-defense activists, some of 
our best weapons would not have been 
deployed. These include the surface-to-air 
Patriot missile, the M-1 Abrams tank, 
Tomahawk cruise missiles, the F-15 Eagle 
fighter, the Airborne Warning and Control 
System (AWACS), the Bradley Infantry 
Fighting Vehicle, and the Apache heli­
copter. 

Be A Patriot, 
Not A Scud 

In the early days 
of the air war, 
Americans rejoic­
ed at film footage 
of the Patriot 
missiles knocking 
Iraqi Scud mis­
siles out of the 
sky. Secretary of 
Defense Richard 
Cheney com­
mented, ''A dec­
ade of gloom­
and-gloom re­
porting made a 
lot of people 
forget that we 
do, in fact, lead 
the world in 
advanced technol­
ogy.,, 

The Patriots, made 
by Raytheon, hit 45 of 
the 47 Scuds launched by 
Iraq. The Patriot is a 
complex weapon utilizing 
sophisticated radar and 
electronics and requiring quick 
thinking by soldiers who operate it. 

While our media couldn't ignore the 
Patriot's success, the Gannett news 

service was one of 
the few news organiz­
ations to detail how Vice 
President Dan Quayle, as 
Senator from Indiana, "deserves a 
lot of the credit for the improved 
version ' ' of the weapon that worked so 
well in the Gulf. 

Gannett wrote that Quayle and aides 

"spent years fighting an obscure ••lll•f'!ll 
battle to fund what is known as 
ATBM - anti tactical ballistic 
missile defense. In short, 
that means building 
weapons to knock 
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Inaccuracy in Media Proves the Rule 
in Gulf War Reporting 
by Cliff Kincaid 
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down the short-range missiles in the 
arsenals of the Third World armies." 

A Heritage Foundation report 
ignored by the major media 

cited the " strong opposition " 
in the 1980s lo Quayle's 

drive, with the support of 
the Reagan administra­

tion, to transform the 
Patriot into a weapon 

capable of destroy­
ing ballistic mis­

siles in flight. 

(The Patriot was originally designed to 
shoot down warplanes.) The House Armed 
Services Committee voted against the 
modification in 1984. But the Senate 
approved funding fo r the program. 
Without the Patriot, Israel would surely 
have entered the war, breaking up the 
anti-Iraqi coalition and making Gen. 
Schwarzkopf' s task more difficul t. 

The Media "Hall of Shame" 

Second-guessing has become popular 
since the war ended. It is legitimate to give 
credit, as in the case of Quayle and the 
Patriot upgrade, and also to fix blame. The 

Washington Times ran a biting 

Bradley Infantry 
Fighting Vehicle 
Photo: David C. Hogan 
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series inducting individuals and groups 
into a ' ·Desert Hall of Shame ' · because of 
their wrong predictions about the war. 

T he Washington Post published its 
own "correction" of the record on 
28 February, detailing how 

" experts" misjudged the cost and conduct 
of the war. Buried deep inside the article 
was a telling criticism attributed to an 
anonymous Pentagon official: "If you 
have been reading press accounts of the 
American military for the past 10 years 
you would come away with the impression 
that we·re the gang that couldn ' t shoot 
straight with weapons that don't work." 

During the Reagan defense build-up, 
several organizations and individuals used 
the media to agitate sentiment against the 
hardware that proved so successful in the 
Gulf War. The record shows a strong 
interlock between these groups and 
individuals and the 111edia. One of the 
media's most popular sources of military­
bashing material was the Center for 
Defense Information (CD!), cited in the 
Washington Post article as an " anti-war 
Pentagon watchdog group" that predicted 
that I0,000 Americans would be killed and 
35,000 wounded in an overland drive to 
Baghdad. 

Lefty Angel's Role 

CD! was founded in 1972 with money 
from General Motors heir Stewart R. Mott, 
a longtime angel for leftist groups in 
Washington, and a big contributor to 
George McGovern's 1972 run for 
president. CD! is headed by Gene R. La 
Rocque, a retired Navy admiral, and its 
staff includes other former officers. This 
brass is protective coloration for a group 
whose record indicates hostility to 
virtually every new weapons system. 

CD! aligned itself with a host of 
"military reformers" in Congress and 
elsewhere . Gary Hart, whose 1984 
presidential campaign derailed after his 
womanizing became a public scandal, was 
a prominent leader of this pack. Hart wrote 
in his 1983 book, A New Democracy, 
"Not only are we buying equipment so 
expensive we can't afford enough, we are 
buying equipment so complex it doesn't 
work well on the battlefield." 

Bob Andrews, a Vietnam veteran, 
former CIA officer and Senate staffer who 
now works for a major defense contractor, 
says the impression created by such 
"bedroom commandos" as Hart was that 
America ' s defense was in the hands of 
"fools and bunglers." But the Gulf War, 
he says, demonstrated that the high 
technology worked. "Across the board, " 
Andrews says, "the low-tech arguments 
became irrelevant, like the flower children 
of the 1960s.'' 

During the build-up, he charges, the 
military reformers and anti-defense 
activists found allies in the media who 
served as "professional spitball artists" 
against practically every weapons system. 
"Most of these low-tech weapons people 
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\\·ere pushing for something that could nut 
project American power overseas. " 

CBS And National Defense 

A good case can be made that if CBS ran 
our defense establishment, the U.S. would 
have lost the Gulf War. CBS ' s anti­
defense bias began in earnest in 1971, 
when it aired ''The Selling of the 
Pentagon," an anti-military program 
characterized by wild exaggerations and 
dishonest editing. 

In 1981, CBS News aired a five-hour 
series on national defense slanted to 
undermine the consensus in favor of the 
military buildup that Reagan had made an 
issue in his campaign. Correspondent Dan 
Rather asked, " Do we make ourselves 
stronger by unquestioning faith in new 
weapons technologies?" 

Andrew Lack, the senior producer of the 
series, was the executive producer of a 19 
July 1983, CBS Bill Moyers program, 
" Pentagon/Underground." It was largely 

Apache attack helicopter. Plwto: David C. 
Hogan 

based on material supplied by the Project 
on Military Procurement, a Pentagon­
bashing group then led by a young woman 
named Dina Rasor, who was featured on 
the show. 

Moyers attacked the defense budget in 
general but purported to expose flaws in 
the M-1 main battle tank and cruise missile 
technology. Rasor and an assistant, Paul 
Hoven, called the M-1 a failed system that 
often broke down, guzzled gas, and needed 
too many oil changes. She said the cruise 
missile " may be a rerun of old failures" 
and that, if sent on a mission, it may just 
''get lost. '' 

D uring the Gulf War, both systems 
performed flawlessly. The M-1 
helped lead the ground assault into 

Kuwait and Iraq. The Tomahawk cruise 
missile, manufactured by General 
Dynamics and McDonnell Douglas, has a 
range of 1,500 miles and carries warheads 
within a few feet of their targets. 
According to Aviation Week and Space 
Technology, cruise missiles hit their 
targets more than 90% of the time. 

CBS' popular "60 Minutes" program 
also specialized in ill-reported exposes of 

weapons systems. For example, on 15 
February I 987, correspondent Harry 
Reasoner narrated a story about the FMC 
corporation ' s Bradley Fighting Vehicle, a 
troop-transport and a scouting vehicle with 
a 25mm gun and TOW antitank missiles. 

Reasoner began the story by appearing 
in front of a large picture of the Bradley, 
under the story tagline "$12 Billion of 
Your Money." The segment featured 
"whistle blowers" who questioned the 
Bradley's safety and reliability. Not 
surprisingly, the story was more flawed 
than the Bradley. "60 Minutes" misled 
viewers about one of the most thoroughly 
tested systems in our arsenal, one that met 
or exceeded the Army 's standards and 
proved its value in the Gulf War. 

Spiking The Good News 

Defenders of programs on Pentagon 
scandals claim their purpose was to 
highlight problems so that they could be 
solved. But the constant use of dishonest 
tactics by Moyers and others suggests the 
real reason was to smear the U.S. military 
and get weapons canceled, not fixed. The 
emphasis on test failures was also 
misleading. Weapons indeed fail many 
tests. "But that ' s why you test these 
things," Bob Andrews explained, "so you 
can find out where they fail and then you 
fix them. " 

I n 1989, ABC refused to air "Early 
Warning," a documentary favorable to 
the military in which it had invested 

$1.5 million. Narrated by David Hartman, 
the former host of ABC's "Good Morning 
America," it was produced with Pentagon 
cooperation. 

It ended up on the Fox Network. An 
ABC spokesman said his company wanted 
something that went in a "different 
direction." They preferred "The Business 
of Defense: Flaws in the Shield," which 
they aired 1 December 1988. Sensing what 
ABC was up to, the Pentagon withheld its 
cooperation, charging that ABC reporters, 
including moderator Tom Jarriel, 
"showed little or no interest in our 
repeated offers to ' tell the whole story' in 
a balanced way that would show ABC 
viewers the complete cycle of the 
procurement process." 

The Rasor's Edge 

By finding the occasional Pentagon 
miscue - such as the infamous $7,622 
coffeepot - Dina Rasor of the Project on 
Military Procurement built credibility 
when she worked to kill support for 
weapons systems. One of her chief targets 
on the Moyers show was the M-1 tank. 

She bragged that she had scored a 
"grand slam" when the Washington Post, 
New York Times, and the Wall Street 
Journal ran stories on 20 September 1982, 
about a Pentagon memorandum revealing 
that the M-1 tank had failed a test. Other 
reporters picked up the story and various 
papers wrote editorials condemning the 
Army's management of the tank. 
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The AH-64 Apache attack helicopter 
was another weapon that Rasor ' s group 
said would not work. Her associate, 
Gregory Williams, said the helicopter, 
produced by McDonnell Douglas, was too 
costly , too fragile and there was " doubt" 
as to whether its main weaponry, the 
Hellfire missile, would work. 

A fter the war ended, Pentagon 
officials told Aviation Week that 
the Apache had the highest 

operational readiness rate among U.S . 
Army rotor craft in the Gulf War. They 
said that one Apache helicopter alone was 
credited with destroying eight Iraqi 
Soviet-made T-72 tanks. 

Rasor's organization is now known as 
the Project on Government Procurement 
(PGP), and she works elsewhere. But the 
mission remains unchanged. PGP is 
sponsored by the Fund for Constitutional 
Government, whose president, Anne B. 
Zill, was formerly Washington representa­
tive for leftist philanthropist Mott. She is 
on the PGP board along with Christie 
Institute conspiracy theorist Daniel 
Sheehan. Bob Andrews remembers Rasor: 
" She was a woman who had no personal 
experience in the military. She was better 
with her mouth and a press release than she 
was with any analytical ability on military 
issues." 

Burned By The Cockburns 

Rasor also has strong ties to far-left 
journalists - a connection that did not 
deter CBS from putting her forth as an 
"authority" on defense. In her book, The 
Penragon Underground, Rasor discloses 
that she was approached to do the 1983 
Moyers/CBS show by Moyers producer 
Leslie Cockburn, the wife of Andrew 
Cockburn and sister-in-law of Alexander 
Cockburn, a prominent British communist. 

Leslie Cockburn shares the family 
ideology. She produced stories on the CBS 
program " West 57th " charging 
involvement by the CIA and Nicaraguan 
freedom fighters in drug smuggling. 

All of the Cockburns have used 
influential media organs to tum public 
opinion against a strong U.S. military . 
Andrew Cockburn, who served as a 
contributing editor for the trade 
publication Defense Week, once took the 
line that we didn ' t have to worry about the 
Soviet military because it had inferior 
equipmen t. 

But he also doubted the effectiveness of 
U.S . weapons. He complained in a 22 July 
1986 New York Times article that the 
Stinger antiaircraft missile was too 
" puny" to do much damage to its targets. 
He claimed a "humid climate" could 
" play merry hell with the Stinger ' s 
electronic innards." Later, Stingers were 
widely credited with helping to force the 
Soviets out of Afghanistan. 

Yet Andrew Cockburn also complained 
when our weapons worked . After 
President Reagan ordered air strikes 
against terrorist-related targets in Libya, 
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he argued on ABC's 
" Good Morning Amer­
ica'' that the raids were 
" callous" and " not the 
thing that a power like 
the United States should 
be engaged in ... " 

Brother Alex has 
enjoyed U.S. hospitality 
for more than a decade, 
deriding America all the 
while . His main 
American outlet is The 
Nation , but until 
recently his column 
appeared regularly in 
the Wall Street Journal . 
ll was in the Journal that 
he maintained that 
American troops were 
being sent into battle in 
the Gulf with "weapons 
badly made by man­
ufacturers colluding 
with the Defense 
Department in the 
padded invoice and the 
faked test. " 

He repeated this 
charge in a column in 
The Nation before the 
ground war began . 
''From information 
surviving censorship in 
Saudi Arabia, a somber 
picture emerges of poor 
liaison, dubious equip­
ment [and] badly 
prepared troops, '' he 
wrote. " .. . Kuwait will 
most likely be vigorous­
ly contested, house by 
house, and just as the 
battle there could bog 
down, so too could the 
U.S. rush toward the 
rivers northwest of 
Basra come to grief." 

Cockburn ' s record is 
consistently spavined 
when he writes about 
defense. He charged in the 24 September 
1981 Wall Street Journal that the AWACS 
"does not work" and is a " preeminent 
example of the Pentagon's disastrous 
high-tech procurement policies over the 
past generation." 

So what happened when the weapon 
was tested in battle? Aviation Week and 
Space Technology said that the AWACS 
"played a pivotal role in crushing Iraq ' s 
air and ground based military elements. " 
Allied planes flew more than 110,000 
sorties, and AWACS operators controlled 
the "great majority " of them. 

Weapons Still Under Fire 

Despite these successes, the PGP still 
claims that some weapons didn ' t work 
well enough , or haven ' t really been tested . 
Research associate Kevin Paige is nagging 
at the Patriot's success by claiming that it 

Tomahawk cruise missile. Phoro: DoD 

only operated under "favorable combat 
conditions" and onl y demonstrated "part 
of its required mission capabilities." 

A current target of the Pentagon-bashers 
is the B-1 bomber and the B-2 Stealth 
bomber, which strategists would like to 
have configured so that they could be used 
both for strategic nuclear and conventional 
missions. The Air Force wants the B-1 as 
a replacement for the aged B-52. 
Lieutenant General Charles A. Homer, air 
commander in the Persian Gulf, said he 
cold have put both planes to deadly use in 
the air war. But Congressional delays 
supported by Pres ident Carter have 
delayed their development. 

Uninformed media reporting has 

Continued on page 11 7 
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Abdul (ab'-dool) n. Generic term for an 
Arab, syn. [derog.J Rag-head. 

All-Terrain Vehicle n. [Journalese] Any 
rented vehicle. 

Bone Dome n. The new helmet made of 
ball istic (Kevlar) fabric. Also "Fritz" 
helmet due to similarity to old German 
design. 

Bullet-Stoppers n. pl. {derog). Naval 
reference to Marines. 

Chocolate Chips n. U.S . desert cam­
ouflage uniforms. 

Wf GOT AT LfA;T 
200 NINJA WOMfN 

IN K-MAP.T ? 
GONf fLUl;!H • 

~ 

Cleansed v. pt. part. Cleared of enemy 
troops and/or civilian inhabitants. 

Cold, Cold, Smoked The Bitch phr. 
Description of successful air-to-air com­
bat. 

Dune Goon n. Iraqi soldier. 

Echelons Beyond Reality n. Higher com­
mand syn. Higher Higher. Derived from 
the existence of echelons above corps­
national command authority. 

Elvis adj [Brit.] Out of date, dead. 

Foxtrot n., v. Phonetic alphabet, short for 
the ubiquitous F-word. 

Gone Elvis n. Missing in action (MIA), 
e.g., "He' s gone Elvis." 
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Headache n. Journalist. See also "media 
puke." 

High-Speed, Low-Drag n. High-tech, 
state-of-the-art. 

Homer n. Iraqis. From Horner Simpson, a 
fumbling cartoon character replacing 
Gomer, from Gomer Pyle, which was 
used by Vietnam-era troops. 

Homies n. Tight (as in good or close) 
friends. From ghetto slang "homeboys." 

Janitor n. Grunt's self-deprecating label, 
based on the idea that "police call" is the 

only infantry skill that can be 
translated to an equivalent 
civilian career, also grunt and 
hump-a-lot. 

K-Mart n. Kuwait. As in the 
rival of Target - Iraq. 

Little Hollywood n. The 
Dhahran International Hotel's 
rear veranda, from which all 
the American networks broad­
cast. The Blue Domes visible 
in the background were ca­
banas and storage facilities . 

Media Puke n. Journalist or 
officer sitting out the war in 
hotels. Syn . Headache, JIB 
rat, Patriot Baiter, Pencil, 
PONTS (Brit.) Persons Of 

No Tactical Significance, Video Canary. 

Ninja Women n. Arab women in black 
abbaya syn. BMOs. 

Nuclear Coffee n. Mixture of MRE 
instant coffee, cocoa, artificial creamer, 
and sugar packets with hot water in a 
canteen cup. 

Patriot Baiters n. pl. TV correspondents, 
esp. denizens of Little Hollywood, also, 
Video Canaries. 

Pencil n. Headache without a camera. 

Quick-Turn Burn n. Rapid refueling and 
rearming for aircraft between sortees. 

Rotor-Heads n. pl. Helicopter pilots. 

Sammy, also Saddammy, Saddy pr. n. 

Saddam Hussein. 

Scud Puppies n. Patriot missile crews. 

Scud-A-Vision n. pl. CNN television 
news channel. 

Scudded v. pt. part. Drunk. 

Scudinavia n. [lsr.J Area in western Iraq 
used to launch Scud missiles. 

Self-Propelled Sandbags n. pl. Marines. 

Semper Gumby phr. "Always Flexible, " 
a take-off on the Marine motto, Semper Fi. 

Septic Yanks n. pl. (Brit.) Tanks; garbled 
Cockney rhyming slang, sometimes used 
also to refer to American troops. 

Service The Target v. To destroy the 
enemy. 

Slimed v. pt. part. Hit by chemical 
weapons. Derived from the movie Gbost­
busters. 

Spud n. Scud missile, a disparaging term 
relecting their poor performance. 

T-Rats n. "T" or Tray rations. Large 
TV-dinner-like rations composed of one 
food item per tray for feeding large groups 
of troops. These did not work too well. 

Target-Rich Environment n. Iraq. 

Tread-Heads n. Tankers. 

Tragic Kingdom n. Kingdom of Saudi 
Arabia. 

Tree-Eaters or Snake-eaters n. pl. Spe­
cial Operations troops. 

Video Canaries n. TV Journalists. Taken 
from the canaries used by miners to detect 
the presence of dangerous gas. (May be 
derived from Stephen King' s book, The 
Stand, where canaries are monitored to 
detect radiation leakage.) 

The preceding was excerpted from The 
Official (Lite) History & Cookbook of the 
Gulf War, published by Electric S traw­
berry Press, Dept. SOF, 791 1 West Road, 
Houston, TX 77064; phone (713) 466-
4808. To get your copy send check or· 
money order for $5.95 plus $1.25 postage. 
There's lots more where this came from. '9( 
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Before American military personnel 
commenced The Mother Of All Evictions 
in the Middle East earlier this year, they 
had ample time to sit around at night 
discussing their opposition. Once the evic­
tion began, however, this was seldom a 
very serious affair. More often, American 
soldiers, sailors and Marines were able to 
find deficiencies or, shall we say, blem­
ishes in the Iraqi character. Naturally, 
these "blemishes" soon turned into jokes. 
Some of the better ones follow: 

Q: What does Saddam Hussein have in 
common with his father? A: Neither one 
knew when to pull out. 

Q: Why won't Saddam Hussein Jet his 
children play in the desert? A: Cats keep 
covering them up. 

Q: How do you break things up in an 
Iraqi bingo game? A: Call out "B-52." 

Q: Why isn't Saddam Hussein doing the 
bar scene in Baghdad anymore? A: Now 
he can stay home and get bombed. 

Q: What's the latest product from 
Anheuser-Busch? A: It's called "Scud 
Light"; it takes at least six of them to get 
a hit. 

Q: What is Saddam Hussein's latest 
military victory? A: One of his Scud 
missiles made an intercept of a Patriot 
missile. 

Q: What's the latest thing in contra­
ceptives? A: The Patriot condom; it's a 
complete protection against the Scuds. 

Q: What was the terrible dilemma 
facing the Iraqi troops in Kuwait before the 
ground offensive began? A: They could 
either get Saddamized or Bushwhacked. 

Q: Why do they avoid teaching sex-ed 
and driver-ed on the same day in Iraqi 
schools? A: It confuses the camels. 

Q : What are the only two things in Saudi 
Arabia that work? A: The Patriots and the 
expatriates. 

Q: What' s the most popular Saudi war 
song? A: "Onward Christian Soldiers." 

Q: What do you call an Iraqi with a 
sheep under one arm and a goat under the 
other? A: A bisexual. 

Q: What do you call an Iraqi with a 
trainload of sheep? A: A pimp. 

Q: How many Iraqis does it take to 
change a light bulb? A: Four - one 
turning the light bulb, one killing the 
owner of the house and his family, and two 
carrying out the TV set. 

Q: What's the definition of a queer 
Iraqi? A: One who prefers sex to looting 
and killing. 

Q: What' s the Iraqi definition of Proce­
dural Due Process? A: Kill 'em all, let 
Allah sort 'em out. 

Q: How does Saddam Hussein define 
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the difference between counterinsurgency 
and genocide? A: There's a difference? 

Q : What's the Iraqi rule for processing 
refugees? A: Shoot first; check for ID 
cards after the bodies have cooled. 

Q: What's the basic tactical doctrine of 
the Iraqi army? A: If it shoots back, 
surrender to it; if it isn't armed, kill it. 

Q: What 's Saddam Hussein's guideline 
for improving sexual morality among the 
Kurds and Shi ' ites? A: "Dead men get 
no tail." 

Q: Why is Iraq the largest country in the 
Middle East? A: Its army is mostly in 
Saudi Arabia, its air force is in Iran, most 
of its people are in Turkey, and its 
economy has gone to hell. 

Q: What's the Iraqi rule on "winning 
hearts and minds?" A: Screw the hearts 
and minds, get the automobiles and 
TV sets. 

Q: What's the Iraqi rule on environ­
mental protection and energy conser­
vation? A: Torching oil wells is fun! 

Q: Why are the Iraqis not 
stupid? A: Looting and killing 
unarmed civilians is safer and 
easier than fighting the 
24th Mech. 

Q: Why are Iraqis stupid? A: 
If you don ' t leave enough survi­
vors for a burial detail, eventu­
ally the dead bodies become a 
health hazard to your own 
troops. But since when has the 
Iraqi chain of command been 
much concerned for the health 
of its own troops? 

Q: Did you know that Iraqi 
scientists have discovered a cure for 
AIDS? A: One round 7.62 x 39mm ball; it 
also cures leukemia and Alzheimer's 
disease. 

Q: What do you call an Iraqi with an IQ 
of 110? A: A village. 

Q: What's the most popular Iraqi birth­
control technique? A: It' s called the 
post-natal ballistic method. 

Q: Why is Saddam Hussein getting an 
a~ard from womens' lib? A: For the 
thousands of women whom he's freed 
from domination by their husbands. 

Q: What' s the Iraqi army's rule on 
protecting civilian property? A: Don't 
steal anything you can' t carry away; smash. 
it in place. 

Q: What's the Iraqi army's guideline on 
protecting civilians? A: Conserve ammu­
nition - don't shoot ' em a second time 
unless the screaming and moaning is really 
getting to you. 

Q: Where's the safest place to be during 
a Scud attack? A: Wherever they're trying 

to hit. 
Q: What's the regimental march of the 

Iraqi missile corps? A: "This Scud's for 
you." 

Q: What's the regimental mascot of the 
Iraqi missile corps? A: "Scuds" Macken­
zie, a real party animal. 

Q: Why are the gays running Saddam 
Hussein for mayor of San Francisco? A: 
Anyone who successfully Saddamized two 
whole countries (Iraq and Kuwait) has to 
be right up there with Johnny Wadd. 

Q: Have you heard the latest Iraqi legal 
insight? A: "I don't find anything in the 
Koran or the statute book against killing 
Kurds, Shi'ites or Kuwaitis." 

Q: Do you know why Iraqis are not 
circumcised? A: That way they have a 
place to store their chewing gum when 
surrendering. 

"Did you hear that Saddam Hussein has 
been nominated for the Nobel Peace 
Prize?" 

"Really? What for?" 

"Eliminating minority unrest and con­
trolling the population explosion." 

''Oh. I thought it might have something 
to do with advancing human rights and 
protecting the environment. ' ' 

The following jokes are popular at 
USAF bases in England. (Submitted by 
Staff Sergeant Charles "Chuck" Wood, 
USAF.) 

Q: How do you get 45 Iraqis into a 
phone booth? A: Tell them it's not theirs. 

Q: What do you do with 45 Iraqis in a 
phone booth? (Multiple choice) 

a. Call them and play the Israeli national 
anthem. b. Lock the door and tell them to 
starve. c. Kill 'em all; let the phone 
company sweep 'em out. d . All of the 
above. 

Analysis of Answers 
If you answered: 
a. You have a sense of humor. b. You 

are an Iraqi dictator. c. You are a Marine. 
d. You read Soldier of Fortune magazine.~ 
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TASK FORCE 
RIPPER 

U.S. Marines Go for Iraq's Throat 
by Dale B. Cooper 

DDS seemed stacked against the Marines of Task Force Ripper, the first Coalition 
ground unit to assault Kuwait. 

"From the intel estimates, we were way outnumbered," First Lieutenant Brian C. 
Hormberg, 25, from Houston, Texas, said. Hormberg was executive officer of Alpha 
Company, 3rd Tank Battalion - the armored unit that plowed safe lanes through two 
Iraqi minefields in Kuwait on G-Day, 24 February, the day the ground war began against 
Iraqi troops occupying the tiny state. "But looking back, numbers didn't mean a damn 
thing,'' he added. 

When the fog of war cleared after the three-day blitzkrieg into Kuwait, Task Force 
Ripper had destroyed 176 tanks, hundreds of other armored vehicles, and captured more 
than 10,000 enemy soldiers - all at the unbelievable cost of no KIAs (killed in action) 

and only 11 WIAs (wounded in action), all of whom returned to duty. 
"We were looking at casualty figures in the vicinity of 10%," Task Force Ripper commander Colonel Carl Fulford, 

47, from Statesboro, Georgia, recalled, "which would have come out to be about 600 or so." Early on in Operation 
Desert Shield/Desert Storm, Col. Fulford told his subordinates that Iraq's will to fight would determine how fierce the 
coming battles would be. 

"Hussein certainly had the equipment to make the war very deadly," Fulford said, "but as we watched our rounds 
hit his tanks and explode into balls of fire and turrets go flying off, we couldn't help but think what would have 
happened to our aluminum-hulled amphibious assault vehicles (AAVs) containing 18 to 20 Marines, had one Iraqi 
missile or tank round hit them." 

Enemy rounds went flying through advancing Marine units, but none hit. "It was as if we were up against the Gang 
That Couldn't Shoot Straight," Lieutenant Colonel Jim Mattis, commanding officer of 1st Battalion, 7th Marines, 
said. Mattis, from Richland, Washington, celebrated his 40th birthday in the field. 

Ripper's lightning thrust into Kuwait was conducted by two reinforced battalions of infantry: 1st Battalion, 5th 
Marines and 1st Battalion, 7th Marines. The infantry was backed up by 3rd Tank Battalion; 3rd Battalion, 11th 
Artillery Regiment; 1st Combat Engineer Battalion and other supporting units. A couple of weeks after these units 
arrived back at the Marine Air and Ground Combat Center at Twentynine Palms, California, they talked about their 
involvement in the "100-hour war." 

For Second Lieutenant John Anderson, this was the chance of a lifetime: an opportunity to lead men into combat. 
A "butter bar" fresh out of the infantry officer course (IOC) at Q4antico, Virginia, the 24-year-old political science 
major from Cal. State Fullerton took charge of 2nd Platoon, Bravo Company, just three days before shipping out for 
Saudi Arabia. 

2nd Platoon was chosen as Ripper 's lead assault platoon. Anderson said he and the 69 men in his platoon were ready 
to get the show on the road: "We knew the sooner we drove the Iraqis out of Kuwait, the sooner we'd go home." 

Private First Class Gerald Fern, an M60 machine gunner from Pueblo, Colorado, was "good to go" on G-Day, but 
the 20-year-old leatherneck was afraid, because he didn't know what to expect. "I took 2,800 rounds of 7.62mm ammo 
into Kuwait and came out with the same amount," he said. "But I don't regret not firing a shot." 

Private First Class Cody Ernst, 18, from Morehead, Minnesota, was pleasantly surprised when Iraqi soldiers 
surrendered instead of fighting - especially when he approached a line of trenches with a jammed M16. 

Just before dark on 23 February, members of Task Force Ripper donned their chemical suits. Infantrymen climbed 
into AAVs. "We were packed inside like sardines," according to one leatherneck, who said his "trac" had 24 men 
in it. 

Further back in the darkness, tankers from 3rd Tank Battalion made one last check of their mine plows and newly 
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installed Israeli-made mine rollers on their 
M-60 tanks. Cannon cockers from 3rd 
Battalion, 11th Marines, moved their 
M109 (155mm) howitzers into what their 
commanding officer, Lt. Col. Mark 
Adams, called a "flying box" formation. 
Adams was able to move his battalion en 
masse like fighter planes in formation 
across the desert at 40 mph. 

I
n the inky darkness of northern Saudi 
Arabia, Task Force Ripper uncoiled 
like a giant brown desert viper. Ist 
Battalion, 7th Marines, began mov­

ing to the line of departure at 0515, 
crossing it a short time later. About 0600, 
Tiger 3 (tanks from Alpha Company) 
reported the minefield was close to their 
front. Lieutenant Hormberg, in "Sagger 
Magnet," nicknamed for six antennas on 
his command tank, watched as three 
platoons of four M-60s each approached 
the breach. As the sun peeked over the 
horizon at 0620, Captain Rick Mancini, 
commanding officer of Alpha, and Capt. 
Craig Baker, commanding 

field. Obstacle clearing detachments 
(OCDs) from both teams, Team Tank and 
Team Mech, began the task of breaching 
the minefield. 

Team Tank fired their MK58 single­
shot line charge, 1100 pounds of C4 on a 
chain, into the minefield, but it failed to 
detonate as advertised. When combat 
engineers were unable to prime it manu­
ally, Capt. Mancini called one of his 
MK154 three-shot line charges forward. It 
fired, but had to be fused and detonated 
manually. A plow-equipped M-60 tank 
advanced the length of the first blast, and 
another charge was fired to complete the 
breach. Again, failure to detonate. The 
OCD again sent an engineer out to manu­
ally prime the charge. By 0644, Lane 4 
was clear. Over in Lane 3, things were 
looking up as a one-shot line charge 

"/wished 
I was a butterfly," 

Maj. Mike Applegate, commanding officer of 
Delta Co., the assault amphibious outfit that 
carried 1st Bn., 7th Marines to Kuwait City. 
Note burning oil wells visible in the 
background. Photo: Cpl. Lou Cappelli 

detm:iated properly, but as Sergeant Scott 
Helm's tank was halfway through "proof­
ing the lane" with a mine roller, he struck 
what was probably an Italian double­
impulse mine. The crew was OK, but 
damage to the left road wheel and roller 
arm created a mobility kill . 

S 
ergeant Helms missed all of the 
action by the time his tank was 
repaired and he rejoined Alpha 
Company outside Kuwait City, 

but he had a ringside seat at the first 
obstacle belt as planes from 3rd MAW 
(Marine Air Wing) attacked in waves of 
two planes each every seven minutes. 

First Lieutenant Brent Wilhoit, 26, from 
Johnson City, Tennessee, and 24 members 

officer of Bravo, popped a 
red star cluster indicating 
they had found the mine-

the 220-pound Marine chuckled. 
of Charlie Company, 1st 
Combat Engineer Battalion, 
became frustrated when 
seven of nine line charges 
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India Battery, 3/11 ready for action in Kuwait. Photo: LCpl. Jesse 
Patch 

LCpl. Gerald Fern, an M60 machine gunner in 2nd Platoon, didn't fi re 
a shot during the Gulf War. Photo: 2nd Lt. John Anderson 

failed to detonate properly. Twice, arrest­
ing cables snapped, breaking continuity of 
the electrical circuit, but Wilhoit said the 
rest of the malfunctions involved fuses not 
arming in flight. Wilhoit's men had to 
dismount from their tracks and go forward 
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to light 40-second fuses. 
"The first time we got out was when 

Helms' tank became disabled in the mid­
dle of the minefield," Cpl. James 
Chapman, 29, from Port Huron, Michigan, 
reported. "I wished I was a butterfly," the 

220-pound Marine chuckled as he recalled 
gingerly putting one foot in front of 
another in the minefield. 

There were more malfunctions at the 
second minefield, 34km inside of Kuwait, 
but Marine combat engineers breached it 
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Tanker from 3rd Tan k Bn. read ing 
smuggled copy of Penthouse Magazine 
before heading into Kuwait. Photo : LCpl. 
Jesse Patch 

anyway. Lieutenant Colonel Mattis be­
lieved every engineer who ran out to prime 
charges manually was " Bronze Star mate­
rial. " 

Resistance stiffened at the second 
obstacle. ' ' I could hear shrapnel 
hitting the side of my vehicle," 
Lt. Anderson said. "Snow­

storm ., (codename for incoming fire) gave 
him a reality check. " You knew at that 
point that this was for real. ' ' 

" I think they thought it would take us 
24 hours to reach the second breach, " 
Mattis said , " giving them enough time to 
move guns and reposition ammunition 
supplies, but they guessed 

Lt. Col. Jim Mattis, commanding officer of 1st Bn. , 7th Marines explains tactical situation to 
Delta Co., the amphibious assault team that went into Kuwait in AAVs Photo: Sgt. Maj. Dwight 
Walker 

the second breach. That was twice as fast 
as we did during rehearsals. And this was 
with the added pucker factor of 82mm 
mortar, 122mm artillery and machine-gun 
fire." 

Before the invasion, Marines from First 
Reconnaissance Battalion walked 18 
klicks from the Kuwaiti border into the 
first minefield and then crawled through it. 
The Recon Marines spent two nights in 
"Indian Country," fo llowing enemy pa­
trols and reporting back by satellite. It was 
"by far the best in tel I received," Mattis 
reported, " even better than satellites and 
reconnaissance aircraft. ' ' 

The 3rd Tank Battalion accounted for 
some 59 kills of T-55s, T-62s and T-72s. 
"One sabot round hit the frontal arc of the 
turret on a T-72, " Lt. Hormberg, the XO 
of Alpha Company, said. "It went through 
the turret, engine, then out the ass-end.'' 
No question about the ability of M60 main 
guns (105mm) to defeat Iraqi armor, and 
unlike the heavier gunned (120mm) MlAl 
which Alpha has transitioned to since the 
war, the M-60s can fire WP (white 
phosphorous) rounds and be fitted with 
dozer blades. 

Most of the tanks destroyed by Alpha 
had been abandoned, according to 2nd Lt. 
Daniel Smith, 24, from Le Roy, New 
York. Smith, 1st Platoon Commander in 
Alpha, said some of the dug-in tanks he hit 
burned for hours. 

One of the longest shots was a 2,200-
meter kill of a ZSU 23-4, an antiaircraft 
gun mounted on a tracked chassis. "But 
most of our shots were 500 meters or less, 
just over the berm, " according to Sgt. 

"What kind of 
a war was this where 

Kevin Kessinger, 27, from Rochester, New 
York, TC (tank commander) on the battal­
ion commander' s M-60. 

Pitch Black At Noon 

The smoke from burning oil wells was 
so dense, tank commanders such as Staff 
Sergeant David Stefanko opted to keep the 
hatches open so he and his loader could see 
where they were going. 

It takes a good battery five to 10 
minutes to set up its howitzer and 
fire . " If they take more than 10 
minutes, they're too slow for me, " 

Lt. Col. Mark Adams, 42, from Eldorado, 
Arkansas, reported. Adams, commander of 
3/11, was responsible for providing fire 
support for 1/5 and 1/7, the two reinforced 
infantry battalions in Task Force Ripper. 
They couldn't advance until his batteries 
were in place. 

Adams is still amazed at how his cannon 
cockers fought in virtual darkness. "I can 
recall one day at noon when it was pi tch 
black, blacker than the blackest n!ght," he 
said. "What we had was the enemy 
shooting at us that we couldn't see because 
of burning oil wells.'' 

A "down and dirty" artillery duel with 
the Iraqis never materialized. Lieutenant 
Colonel Adams credits aerial 
bombardment of Iraqi positions in Phase 3 
(las t two weeks) of the air war leading up 
to G-Day with negating the threat. "After 
being hit day after day, they were too 
scared to come out and shoot.' ' 

First Lieutenant John Scott, 26, of 
DeKalb, Illinois, interrogated some of the 
captured Iraqi soldiers. ''The ones we took 
told Kuwaiti interpreters they didn't want 
to be there," Scott said. "They were 
forced to fight." 

The Gulf War had to be the weirdest war 
wrong. It took 1st Battalion 
40 minutes to clear the first 
minefield , but only eight 
minutes to make it through 

the enemy couldn't wait to surrender?" 
ever fought by young 
Marines. Their fathers and 
grandfathers had to engage in 
bloody hand-to-hand combat 
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Members of Alpha Co., 3rd Tank Bn., back 
home at Marine Air and Ground Combat 
Center in Twentynine Palms, California. 
Photo: Dale B. Cooper 

in Vietnam, Korea and World War II. But 
LCpl. Rosendo Diaz, from Tipton, 
California, is still dumbfounded by the 
hordes of Iraqi soldiers passing his truck as 
he pulled his gun north: ''They were 
waving, smiling and flashing 'V' for 
victory signs," Diaz recalled. "What kind 
of a war was this where the enemy 
couldn 't wait to surrender?" 

M
oments after the second 
minefield was breached at 
midday on 24 February, 
hundreds of Iraqis waving 

white flags began to crawl out of bunkers 
and trenches. In the process of rounding up 
the EPWs (enemy prisoners of war) and 
herding them south, Lt. Wilhoit and his 
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combat engineers uncovered a cache 
containing RPGs and blew it up in place. 

"The Iraqis had enough ammo in that 
bunker to put up a helluva fight had they 
wanted to," Wilhoit said. "All they had to 
do was open up and it would have been 
like Iwo Jim a all over again." 

In addition to stockpiles of ammunition, 
some of the bunkers Lt. Scott and the intel 
people entered looked like looted 
hardware stores. "There were TVs, home 
appliances, air conditioners, fire alarms, 
even carpet samples," Scott laughed. 

"We did a number of things to lessen 
their will to fight," Lt. Col. Mattis said. 
"We wanted them to know we weren't 
going to kill them, and when Iraqis hiding 
in trenches saw their comrades being 
herded to the rear and the wounded being 
treated, that lessened their will to fight 
even more.'' 

However, the overwhelming number of 
EPWs began to bog down Team Mech's 

Left to right, happy campers are: 1st Lt. 
Brian Hormberg, 2nd Lt. Dennis Sullivan, 
LCpl. Mark Craft, and LCpl. Shane Paynter. 
Reactive plates on turret are designed to 
defeat RPGs and other explosives by 
blowing the shaped charges outward, not 
allowing penetration of hull. Photo: courtesy 
Brian Hormberg 

advance through the minefield. Elements 
of the combat train had to be called 
forward to relieve line companies of their 
task of stripping, searching and 
shepherding prisoners to the rear. 

"Tankers hate to have infantry close to 
them," Lt. Anderson, who was pressed 
into service as a "traffic cop" directing 
Iraqis south, said. "The amount of EPWs 
coming my way reminded me of Angel 
Stadium after a Dodgers home game." 

Get Out Of Kuwait Free 

S 
ome of the Iraqis were waving 
white flags; others were waving 
"Get Out of Kuwait Free" cards 
that were dropped on them by 

high-flying B-52 bombers. One of these 
cards showed an Iraqi soldier thinking of 
his wife and two children as he surren­
dered to an American GI. On the reverse 
side, in Arabic, were instructions on how 
to surrender: 

1. Remove the magazine from your 
weapon. 

2. Sling your weapon over your left 
shoulder, muzzle down. 

3. Have both arms raised above your 
head. 

4. Approach the Multi-National Forces' 
position slowly with the lead soldier 
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holding th is document above his head. 
5. If you do this , you will not die. 

Some Marines said the Iraqis were 
waving white T-shirts that they had saved 
for the occasion. One group of EPWs 
approached Anderson carrying a 4x20-foot 
banner. But not every Iraqi surrendered 
peacefully . A couple of Marines were 
wounded when an Iraqi soldier pulled the 
pin on a grenade he was carrying under his 
shirt. From that point on, prisoners were 
ordered to " strip down to their skivvies." 

Bravo Company rounded up five or six 
hundred Iraqi prisoners on the first day 
alone. So many were coming forward , 
Marines simply waved them south as they 
moved north in their amphibious assault 
vehicles. " There were thousands of them 
coming through, " Anderson remembered; 

1st Bn. combat engineers shooting line 
charge into first minefield inside Kuwait. 
The charge is a chain of 1, 100 pounds of 
C4, rocket-assisted. Photo: 1st Lt. Brian 
Hormberg 

so many he couldn't count them. 
Once past the second minefield, Task 

Force Ripper paused long enough to 
re-arm and re-fuel before attacking the 
Emir ' s farm south of Kuwait City. Artil ­
lery was called in and Cobra gunships fired 
Hellfire and TOW missiles into bunkers, 
tanks and anything else that posed a threat 
before Marines formed on-line and swept 
toward a tree line containing a series of 
bunkers and trenches. 

M
assive wellhead fires in t)le 
oil fields caused the com­
mander of Task Force Rip­
per to turn his back on the 

fires , thinking no one could survive amid 
the flames, and race toward Al Jaber 
airfield before dark. But Col. Fulford ' s 
heart almost stopped when he began 
receiving intelligence reports about mech­
anized forces preparing for a counterattack 
on his completely exposed right flank. 

Enemy tanks tried to use the smoke to 
mask an attack on Ripper's right flank, but 
were stopped dead in their tracks by 
Cobras with TOW missiles. Lance Corpo­
ral Aymond saw an Iraqi tank hit by a 
TOW. "The turret was ripped off the tank 
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and blown about 50 meters into the air." 

"We've Been Waiting To Surrender" 

After the Emir ' s farm, a few skirmishes 
were fought, but for all practical purposes, 
the war was winding down for Ripper. 
Corporal John Pereira, 21 , from Miami, 
Florida, and his fire team captured an Iraqi 
tank commander when they stormed a 
building in which he was hiding. "He was 
just elated to see us," Pereira said . The 
Iraqi captain asked Lt. Anderson what took 
him so long. "We' ve been waiting to 
surrender, " the captured officer told him. 

Anderson chatted with the Iraqi officer. 
" He said Saddam was an asshole who 
tricked troops into coming to Kuwait." 
The captain spoke perfect English.He told 
his captors he was educated at the 

One of two line charges that detonated in 
Iraqi minefield as advertised . Remainder 
malfunctioned and had to be primed 
manually by combat engineers. Photo: 1st 
Lt. Brian Hormberg 

University of Illinois, majoring in 
agriculture, and that he fought in the 
eight-year war against Iran. " But this isn't 
my war, " he said . 

Corporal Pereira came loaded for bear. 
" I personally had an AT-4 (antitank 
weapon), my M 16, two bandoleers, four 
grenades and a 5-pound satchel charge for 
my gunner. " Pereira had so much 
ammunition on him, he could barely walk. 
" We were so weighted down , we sunk up 
to our ankles in the sand." And, although 
he didn ' t fire a shot, the war was a learning 
experience for him. " It helped me 
overcome a lot of fears," he said. 

After a brief firefight at the Emir's farm, 
Task Force Ripper headed norlh toward 
Ahmed Al Jaber airbase where four 
Coalition aircraft had taken hits from 
antiaircraft guns. By dark, Ripper was 
poised just outside the airfield near three 
cone-shaped German-built bunkers 
capable of holding hundreds of enemy 
troops. Smoke poured from one of the 
bunkers, obviously the target of an air 
attack. Many of the bunkers at Al Jaber 
had been abandoned. Dozens of oil wells 
silhouetted Task Force Ripper as it settled 

down for the night. 
On the nex t day, 25 February, one of 

Ripper ' s infantry-laden Amtracs hit a 
mine. Radios crackled with the dreaded 
words: "Gas! Gas! Gas! " But no chemical 
agents were detected, and the "all clear" 
was given. Less than half an hour later, the 
same thing happened again when chemical 
detection vehicles took inaccurate 
readings. The oily smoke was making it 
difficult to determine if chemical agents 
were being used. As it turned out, they 
were not used, despite the discovery of gas 
shells in bunkers. 

26 February found 1st Battalion, 7th 
Marines, engaged in two simultaneous 
firefights near what was supposed to be an 
abandoned quarry, but turned out to be an 
Iraqi ambush of the combat train. 

C
obras had taken thermals on two 
BTR-50/60s and reported they 
were cold (abandoned), but 
when Cpl. Timothy Drake from 

Winslow, Maine, and other Marines in the 
"logistics train" drove by, Iraqis inside 
the armored personnel carriers (APCs) 
opened up on them. 

Under cover of LCpls. Craig Forsythe 
and Sean Lentini, 2nd Lt. James Welborn 
moved in and destroyed one of the BTR-
50s with a single anti tank shot. The young 
officer earned a Silver Star for this action. 
The second BTR-50 was destroyed 
moments later when Pfc. James 
Wommack, LCpl. Robert Hart and Sgt. 
Josefa Elisiara provided cover for 1st Lt. 
David Raynor and LCpl. David 
Castle Iman . 

Soviet Swiss Cheese 

A section from the " Mobile Dragons" 
Platoon also engaged the enemy. While 
LCpls . Eric Hamilton and Harry Hom kept 
the Iraqi heads down with M203 grenade­
launchers, LCpl. James Grier closed in and 
destroyed the only remaining machine-gun 
bunker with a single shot. Drake was 
surprised that the M203s made "swiss 
cheese" out of the Soviet-made APCs. 

By 1500 hrs. , visibility was down to less 
than 200 meters. A series of brief 
engagements with enem y T-54/55 tanks 
were fought as the battalion continued its 
attack toward Kuwait City. 

At 2300, a patrol from Team Mech lead 
by Sgt. Charles Eckhoff slipped into 
Kuwait City to scout for enemy activity. 
Six hours later, the patrol returned, having 
made no contact. 

As the sun rose on 27 February, 1st 
Battalion saw Kuwait City directly in front 
of them. Because of limited visibility the 
day before , many Marines couldn't 
comprehend how close they were. Charlie 
Co. awoke to find four fully functional 
ZSU 23-4 antiaircraft artillery (AAA) guns 
abandoned in front of its position. 

Blowing horns and random shots could 
be heard throughout the city as jubilant 
Kuwaitis waved American, British and 

Continued on page 123 
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CRASHING INI 
il<RAl<OWI 
SOF With Elite 6th Pomeranian 
Airborne Assault Brigade 
by Tom Bates 

OUP qualified. That's 
SOF. 

Journalistic coups 
in military reporting 
are what SOF readers 
count on. We usually 
score them under the 

noses of, or in spite of, foreign armies and 
intelligence services. 

This time was different. SOF was the 
first Western news source invited by a 
Warsaw Pact government to inspect its 
elite fo rces. In this case, it was the Polish 
Ministry of Defense that wanted us to see 
its elite 6th Airborne Assault Brigade in 
Krakow, the unit where they hide their 
Spetsnaz (Special Operations) forces. 

Tums out SOF has picked up quite a 
reputation among Warsaw Pact armies for 
its on-the-ground reports on the Soviets in 
Afghanistan. 

''The Soviets hate you,'' the new Polish 
vice minister of defense told me. "That's 
a great compliment as far as we're con­
cerned. You must know what you're doing 
if you anger them so much. Having our 
elite forces on the pages of SOF is our new 
democratic government's gift to the 'peace 
loving' Mr. Gorbachev. There could be no 
greater symbol of defiance to that totalitar­
ian regime, no greater expression of our 
new independence, of our defiant national 
character, than to be in your fine maga-
zine." 

We didn't need more of an invitation 
than that. Just weeks after Poland's new 
anticommunist government was in place, 
SOF was on the ground in Krakow, Poland 
- headquarters for the 6th Pomeranian 
Airborne Assault Brigade ( 6 Pomorska 
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Brygada Desantowa-Sztunnowa). 

Spetsnaz With a Smile 

As I stood at the railway station in 
Krakow waiting for my military escort to 
6th Brigade headquarters, I kept flashing 
back on the "old days" in the early 1980s 
when I'd spent a lot of time in Poland and 
elsewhere behind the Iron Curtain. In those 
days, an American in an SOF T-shirt 
loitering anywhere in the East Bloc was 
destined for a dark bole. That sort of 
tension was missing now. At least in 
Poland. 

It's one thing to sense a change in the 
civilian atmosphere. It's quite another to 
expect a similar transformation in a 
nation's military, particularly one that bas 
been so intertwined with the Soviets for 
the past 35 years. 

My thoughts were thrust back to the 
present as Lieutenant Colonel Krysztof 
Mamczur of the 6th Airborne Brigade 
briskly tapped me on the shoulder, 
snapped a salute, and introduced himself 
in flawless, unaccented English. As a 
reflex I turned to my friend and interpreter, 
Bartek Zborski, to have him extend some 
formal words of greeting. "No need for 
that," Lt. Col. Mamczur interrupted. "I 
speak a little English. Welcome to 
Krakow." 

A "little" English? I could just as easily 
have been talking to a traffic cop in Iowa. 
"Where'd you pick up that little bit of 
English of yours?" I asked him. 

"Spetsnaz!" be said with a wide grin. 
"Ever heard of them?" That cleared that 
up! 

After boarding the Soviet-made GAZ 

jeep that would take us to brigade 
headquarters, we suffered what was to be 
the only technical glitch during the entire 
visit - the GAZ wouldn ' t start. After the 
fourth or fifth try, Mamczur and the driver 
exchanged glances of disgust, Mamczur 
nodded with closed eyes, and the driver 
jumped out of the jeep, opened the hood, 
banged furiously on God-knows-what in 
the engine compartment, and the jeep 
sprang to life. 

Soviet legacies 

''Any bets on who sold us this rust 
bucket?" Mamczur asked of everyone in 
the jeep. "As you can see, Mr. Bates, 
Soviet high-tech needs a lot less glasnost 
(publicity) and a lot more perestroika 
(restructuring).'' 

W e all bad a good laugh at the Soviets' 
expense as we sputtered off toward 

brigade headquarters. I was received in the 
brigade commander's mildly sumptuous 
office by his deputy, Colonel Henryk 
Miszkiel. 

He seemed a bit uneasy, but not because 
he was afraid of revealing any secrets to a 
Westerner. "You must understand," he 
bad my interpreter explain, "This is all 
very new to us .. . hosting outsiders ... 
especially Westerners ... particularly an 
American. Having you in this office five 
months ago would have been our ticket to 
some place very unpleasant. 

"And we don't have anything like your 
public affairs office to give you what I 
think you call a 'dog-and-pony show.' So 
this is the first day of school for me. If I 
seem nervous, it's because though I wel­
come the recent changes in our govern-
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TOP: Pollsh Airborne forces are slated 
for an air cav role In future. Here. 
troops of 6th Pomeranian Assault 
Brigade deploy from Soviet Ml-6 Hook 
heavy general-purpose hellcopters. 
Troop In center foreground has Pollsh 
version of Soviet LP0-50 flamethrower. 
Photo: Pollsh Defense Ministry 

ABOVE: A stick of 6th Pomeranian 
Assault Brigade trainees jump over 
central Poland. Photo: Pollsh Defense 
Ministry 
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hough all this information 
was now officially declassi­
fied, old habits die hard. 

ment, I can't unlearn 30 or 40 years of 
communist-inspired paranoia. Forgive me. 
If you have any advice for me on how to 
better handle such a visit, please tell me. 
We don't want you to leave here disap­
pointed." 

Though my Spetsnaz escort was nomi­
nally the lowest-ranking officer in the 
room, there was no doubt, even after being 
introduced to the brigade commander later 
in the day, that Mamczur carried all the 
authority. All eyes turned to him for 
approval whenever I asked specific ques­
tions about the brigade's order of battle, 
command structure, and so on. 

Though all this information was now 
officially declassified, old habits die hard. 
They still needed to be reminded of that by 
someone who traditionally had the unspo-

ken authority over such matters. And 
Mamczur had the resume to command that 
authority - he had served as an adviser in 
Egypt, Syria, Iran and Iraq, and at the 
United Nations in New York. 

According to Miszkiel, the 6th Pomera­
nian Airborne Assault Brigade was origi­
nally formed in May 1957 as a division 
with about 4,000 men. It was downsized to 
brigade strength in 1989 and currently has 
2,500 men, though they anticipate reduc­
ing that number to 2,000 some time in 
1991. Average age of recruits is 20 years, 
with officers averaging 30 years old. 

Long Tradition of Airborne 

Poland has a long tradi tion of military 
parachuting, having had a parachute unit 
before World War II. The 6th Brigade was 
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ABOVE: 6th Pomeranian Assault Brigade troops train In river-crossing near Krakow, Poland. Troop In foreground has 
foldlng-stock AKMS (PMKMSJ fitted with 40mm grenade launcher. Photo: Polish Defense Ministry 

ABOVE: Trainees from 6th Pomeranian 
Assault Brigade go through "monkey's 
Jungle" course patterned after World 
War II British training. Readers wlll 
recall free Poles trained extenslvely In 
England to retake homeland from 
Nazis. Photo: Tom Bates 

RIGHT: SOF correspondent Bates tries 
out P-64 plstol designed by Stanislaw 
Kochanski. Photo: Bartek Zborskl 
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ABOVE: Author's gracious hosts for his 
tour of Polish Airborne forces were (L 
to RI Col. Henryk Mlszklel, Brigade 
Cmdr. Jacek Sokol, Lt. Col. (SpetsnazJ 
Krysztof Mamczur. Photo: Tom Bates 

ABOVE: 6th Airborne Brigade troops 
Jump with up to 1 30 kllos of gear: 
weapon and 90 rounds of ammo, three 
trag grenades, knife, altimeter, mess 
kit, rations and water for three days. 
Photo: Tom Bates 
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formed in 1957 from the remnants of two 
Polish units from World War II - the 6th 
Pomeranian Division and the 1st 
Independent Parachute Brigade, which 
fought alongside the British and jumped at 
Arnheim. Now that Moscow no longer 
dictates Poland's military policies, the 
brigade is trying to disassociate itself from 
years of Soviet domination. 

A s Miszkiel noted, ''We want to 
reestablish the honorable traditions of 

Poland ' s two World War II units that were 
combined to form the 6th Brigade. Like 
you Westerners, we are also now free to 
come up with our own motto for our unit. 
We've always been envious of slogans like 
'He Who Dares Wins' and so on. This 
might sound silly to you, but it represents 
a big step forward to us.'' 

Now stationed in Krakow, today's 6th 
Brigade is Poland's Airborne strike force . 
It is a unique unit in Poland's military. 
More lightly equipped and less heavily 
mechanized than its Soviet counterparts, 
this is the unit from which Poland 's 
Spetsnaz are gleaned and trained for 
deep-penetration missions. 

Previous Warsaw Pact doctrine subordi­
nated Poland's military to Soviet leader­
ship, integrating it into Soviet strategy in 
Europe for an offensive role against 
NATO forces with the assumption that 
ground warfare would take place outside 
Poland. The 6th Brigade was earmarked 
for rapid offensive strikes against NATO 
forces in northern Europe, specifically 
Belgium and Denmark. 

Not Just New Paint 

They trained to fight on foreign soil, 
with their Spetsnaz units given special 
language training in Flemish, French and 
Dutch. The brigade's mission was to 
create an "external front" in these coun­
tries, to tie up the aggressive capability of 
the opponent, contributing to a quick Pact 
victory that would preempt or minimize 
NATO nuclear strikes on Poland. 

Polish military doctrine as of 1990 has 
changed that strategy. Defined as a 
defensive strategy, the Polish military has 
been resubordinated to national command 
and directed to operate solely on Polish 
soil. Its new mission is to protect national 
interests rather than to advance Soviet,. or 
any other country's, goals. A similar shift 
in military doctrine has taken place in all 
of the countries of the former Warsaw 
Pact, which was officially disbanded in 
February 1991. 

From what I could see during my short 
visit with the 6th Brigade, this new 
doctrine was more than eyewash designed 
to fool NATO. In addition to downsizing 
from division to brigade strength, the 6th 
Airborne Brigade is moving strictly to an 
air cavalry concept, according to Mamczur 
and Miszkiel. 

"This new defensive preparedness does 
not mean we aren't prepared to attack, " 
Miszkiel said. "The opponent must be 
thrown out of Poland and encouraged 
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never to return uninvited. Our brigade 
troops will remain Airborne-qualified 
even though we are abandoning most of 
our fixed-wing assets. 

"Para training gives Special Operations 
troops an added physical prowess they 
need and an esprit de corps that no other 
kind of training can equal. We also want to 
be every bit as qualified as other nations' 
Special Operations forces, such as your 
Special Forces. ' ' 

Before going out to observe training, 
Miszkiel and Mamczur explained that the 
brigade is composed of four battalions: air 
cavalry, artillery, antiaircraft and logistics. 
Each battalion has its own separate 
medical, engineer, communications, and 
antichemical units. 

There is also one reconnaissance 
company per battalion. 
These recon companies are 
manned exclusively by 
Spetsnaz. These Special 
Operations personnel are 
selected from the other 
brigade ' s troops during the 
basic training cycle . 
According to Miszkiel, 
"Our Spetsnaz are the 
cream of the cream. They 
are the brightest, 
physically strongest troops 
who show a high degree of 
motivation and personnel 
resourcefulness. 

"I think in English you 
would say they are good at 
'thinking on their feet.' " 
After basic training, these 
Spetsnaz personnel train 
separately from the rest of 
the brigade for their long­
ra nge reconnaissance 
mission. I was not allowed 
to observe their training. 

only the finest-trained and devoted troops 
are in their ranks. Poland's 6th Airborne 
Assault Brigade stands as the crown jewel 
of the old Warsaw Pact elite forces. 

Total training time for the brigade is 24 
months, with the first two and a half 
months devoted to basic training. In 
addition to becoming Airborne-qualified 
(minimum five day jumps and two night 
jumps, plus five night HALO - bigh­
altitude, low-opening -jumps), all troops 
receive training in marksmanship, anti-

Troops of 6th Pomeranian Assautt 
Brigade prepare to fire PGN-60 anti­
tank grenades from PMK-DGN-60 
(modified AK-471 rifles equipped wtth 
LON-1 launchers. Photo: Polish De­
fense Ministry 

oland's military is 
the largest of the 
former Warsaw 

Volunteer Elite 

The Airborne Brigade is 
made up entirely of 
volunteers from conscript· 

Pact, and the best 
equipped. 

ed Polish troops who have completed their 
two years' compulsory service. They must 
have exemplary records from their prior 
service to be admitted. According to 
numerous sources, there are always more 
volunteers than openings. 

T his gung-ho attitude toward the mili­
tary in Poland is evident at first glance 

when one sees their uniformed personnel 
in the streets of any city. They are clearly 
proud of their association with their na­
tion's military - you can see the profes­
sionalism in their manner. 

The Soviets discouraged elite units of 
the former Warsaw Pact from becoming 
too large or autonomous since they could 
be used to resist Soviet missions, or to 
improve solidarity with their neighbors. 
Though no single Warsaw Pact elite unit 
compares in size or firepower to the 
massive Soviet Airborne potential, the 
small size of these units guarantees that 

NBC (nuclear, biological, chemical) tac­
tics, mountain climbing, skiing, scuba 
diving, sailing, hand-to-hand combat, 
fieldcraft, and training with foreign small­
arms. Classroom study in strategy and 
tactics supplements this field training. 

By the end of the 24-month cycle, each 
troopie must have qualified in two specific 
arms .and/or specialties, such as Sagger 
antitank missile/rifle, radio operator/ 
driver, etc. 

Poland's military is the largest of the 
former Warsaw Pact, and the best 

equipped. "In comparison with other 
Polish and other non-Soviet military units, 
the 6th Pomeranian Brigade bas excellent 
equipment," Mamczur explained. "[But] 
the Soviets were never quick to respond to 
requests; they made sure never to send us 
their best equipment, and in some impor­
tant cases they never supplied us with all 
that an elite unit like ours needs. 
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"For instance, we have no · APCs. Can 
you believe that? Part of this has to do with 
Soviet bureaucratic ineptitude, but much 
has to do with Soviet suspicion of its client 
states.'' 

Again, a very candid remark from 
someone of Mamczur's position. From my 
travels in Poland in the early 1980s and 
discussions then with various Solidarity 
leaders, the 6th Brigade (then a division), 
although deployed in the 1968 invasion of 
Czechoslovakia, was never known for 
being pro-Soviet. 

Airborne troops train near Krakow; In 
foreground Is trooper with PMK (AK· 
47), rear trooper has RPK SAW with 
40-round box magazine. Poles also 
Issue Soviet PK machine guns, 
Dragunov sniper rifles. Photo: Polish 
Defense Ministry 

ported by rail and road. Other than these 
artillery pieces, the unit is lightly armed: 
"commando" knife, the Polish P-64 au­
toloading pistol and the P63 (Wz63 in 
some Western literature) machine pistol in 
9mm Makarov, the RAK submachine gun, 
their PMK version of the Soviet AK-47 
and PMKM version of the AKM rifles 
with Polish-made PPS sound suppressors, 
Soviet night scopes, Sagger antitank 
guided missiles, recoilless rifles, 120mm 
mortars, 82mm automatic mortars used as 
antitank weapons, SAM-7s, and twin 
23mm antiaircraft guns. "We're able to 
buy Western armaments now," Mamczur 
said enthusiastically. 

When I asked what the 6th Brigade 
would be most interested in from the 
United States inventory, he replied, "With 
the exception of the Ml6A2, you name it, 
we want it. APCs are high on our list ... the 

Bradley would be 
nice ... your night 
vision equipment .. . 
and that Stinger .. . 

ou might notice,,, 
Mamczur quipped, 
"there are no pic­

tures of Gorbachev, or any­
thing else that might remind 
us of the Soviet Union.,, 

what a remarkable 
weapon! That kind 
of fire-and-forget 
technology brought 
the Soviets to their 
knees in Afghan­
istan. But the 
M16A2 is much too 
finicky a weapon for 
use in the various 
likely theaters of 
today's conflicts. So­
viet AKs and AKSs 
[AKMS) fire every 
time you pull the 
trigger, no matter 
how poorly main­
tained, no matter 
how foul the weather 
or surrounding condi­
tions.'' 

With that editorial­
izing behind us, we 
left command head­
quarters and headed 
by car to the small­
arms training center 

In fact, it was widely assumed at the 
time I was first there that the Soviet 
hesitation to intervene in Poland during the 
days of the Solidarity uprisings was due 
largely to their concern about possible 
resistance from this renowned Polish Air­
borne division. It was no secret on the 
street that Poland's armed forces were 
generally viewed by Soviet leaders as 
perhaps the most troublesome and Poland 
as the least reliable country in the Soviet 
harem. Paradoxically, because of its com­
petence, it was Poland's military that 
played a key role in overall Soviet anti­
NATO military strategy. 

Aside from the character and special­
ized training of its troops, the 6th Brigade 
is unique from Poland's other military 
units in that it has heavy artillery trans-
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for the 2nd Assault 
Company of the 6th Brigade and to two of 
the four battalion training areas outside 
Krakow: the antiaircraft battalion at Koto­
berg, then the air cav battalion at Niepo­
tomice. 

Range facilities at the small-arms train­
ing center were similar to what would 

be seen on any U.S. base. And young 
troops were just as cocky and relaxed as 
their American counterparts: "Take my 
picture - make me rich and famous? ... 
Put me on cover of Rolling Stone? ... You 
know any California girl for me? ... Can I 
have SOFT-shirt?" 

A tour of the barracks at Kotoberg and at 
other battalion facilities reminded me of 
barracks on U.S. Army bases in Germany. 
Same bunks (though thinner mattresses), 
same posters of Rambo and naked women 

on the walls. 

New Face of Liberty 

''You might notice, '' Mamczur 
quipped, "there are no pictures of 
Gorbachev, or anything else that might 
remind us of the Soviet Union. We're our 
own country now. Not a puppet. That goes 
for the military even more so. Once you 
give it a chance, the individual soldiers' 
personalities start to give character to a 
place. This is nothing new to an American, 
I'm sure, but for us it's completely 
unheard-of. It's a good thing. Allowing 
this sort of expression of individualism 
makes for better soldiers. That's 
something the Soviets will never 
understand.'' 

A t my other stops at the training 
facilities, I thought I'd test 

Mamczur's claim that Poland 's new mili­
tary was there to protect Poland 's own 
national interests rather than advancing the 
Soviets'. I'd regularly ask every troopie I 
saw, "Who's the enemy now? Who are 
you aiming at when you fire your 
weapon? " The answer was uniform and 
enthusiastic: "Whoever comes across our 
border uninvited - whoever doesn't be­
long in Poland.'' 

After running the obstacle course (re­
ferred to as "the monkey's jungle," the 
design of which they claim came from the 
British in World War II) with some troops 
and observing some basic parachute train­
ing (the regimen of which is entirely of 
Polish origin, and not based on Soviet 
training techniques), we returned to staff 
headquarters at the end of the day, where I 
met with Brigade Commander Jacek 
Sokol. 

Though as affable and responsive to 
questions as anyone I'd ever met, this guy 
looked like he was half Hun and half 
Bedouin tribesman. And though more than 
50 years old, he damn near ripped my arm 
out of its socket when he shook my hand. 

To help everyone loosen up a little, ht: 
broke out a bottle of something that tasted 
like plum-flavored napalm. The mood and 
conversation lightened up. 

SOF's Underground Fans 

"We all know about Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine," Sokol proclaimed. "The 
higher-ranking officers all read it when 
they can find a copy. We first heard about 
it back in 1980 - your reporting on 
Afghanistan really made the Soviets mad. 
We heard about it from them. We wen: 
told never to read this magazine. So 
naturally, we had to get our hands on as 
many copies as we could! We don't agree 
with everything we read in it, but it has 
military information that no one can get in 
this country, even if you have security 
clearance." 

When I asked what they disagreed with 
most, they all claimed that they felt the 
reporting on El Salvador and the rest of 

Continued on page 106 
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~ POLAND'S FIRST CIVILIAN 

r~lCE. MINISTER OF · DEFENSE 

llo liver North. Now 
there's someone your 
nation should be 
proud of," Bronislaw 
" Bronek" Komorow­

ski, Poland's first civilian vice minister of 
defense commented when I spoke with him 
in his office at the Defense Ministry in 
Warsaw. 

"People love him here - hawks and 
doves alike. He's a man you can trust. A 
man who has the courage to face the devil 
head on, who has the courage to defend his 
convictions, no matter what the sacrifice." 
That brief exchange truly illustrates Poland's 
bull-by-the-horns national character, and the 
character of their newly democratic govern­
ment. Poles aren't afraid of getting their 
hands dirty defending their liberty, and are 
now beholden unto no one - especially the 
Soviets. Komorowski had been appointed 
vice minister of defense just days before I 
visited him. 

Mere months before he was an outlaw - a 
former Solidarity leader whose sacrifices in 
toppling the communist regime had made 
him a wanted man for nearly a decade. 
When the tables turned, Komorowski's anti­
communist courage paid off when the new 
democratic leadership appointed him to this 
high post. 

As one of six Polish military vice minis­
ters, and the first civilian to be named to this 
post, Komorowski's missions are formida­
ble: erase the Soviet-mandated Marxist­
Leninist ideological indoctrination programs 
in Poland's military and restore Poland's 
nationalist traditions and values. This is not 
an easy assignment, considering his officer 
corps, and most of his colleagues, were 
trained in either the Soviet Union or East 
Germany. 

Komorowski is meeting this challenge 
head on: "The restructuring of Poland's 
military involves a transformation from a 
decidedly offensive force that was a Soviet 
puppet to a defensive force that answers 
only to Poland's independent. democratic 
government. 

"This restructuring began in early t 990 by 
reducing the army by 33,000 men. disband­
ing 68 units and reorganizing 147 ... To date 
we have withdrawn from service 400 tanks, 
700 guns and mortars, 600 armored per­
sonnel carriers and 80 aircraft. Thirty military 
buildings have been converted to civilian 
use. and many arms-manufacturing facilities 
are being retrofitted to handle civilian 
manufacturing. Our draft will be reduced 
from two years to 18 months ... 

"By the end of 1990, the Polish army will 
be reduced by another 10,000, leaving 
300,000 men in uniform. This is 0.8 percent 
of the population of Poland, ranking it 13th 
among armies in Europe." 

Changing numbers of men and equip­
ment is the easy part. Changing the mental­
ity of an entire military establishment is 
another story. Komorowski's first policy 
decision was to arrange a tour of the USAF 

AUGUST 91 

jazz band from Rhein-Main Air Base in 
Germany to every major Polish military 
installation, complete with barbecue. beer 
and fireworks. 

"This might sound like an insignificant bit 
of showmanship to you, but American jazz is 
a powerful weapon of freedom. The Soviets 
always did what they could to ban it, or to 
make their own 'politically correct' jazz. 
Believe me, American jazz is your country's 
most underrated and best export. It's the 
best antitotalitarian subversive weapon I 
know of. As an American, you probably don't 
know what jazz sounds like to people who 
have grown up in the paranoia of a totalitar­
ian system. Its sound is uniquely nonpoli­
tical. It's liberating. It captures the feeling of 
freedom. I ls ymbolism is very important to 

people who have grown up in 
these perverse totalitarian systems. The 
idea of having the American Air Force play 
this jazz music to our troops might seem 
strange to you. But it is a great symbol to 
those Poles who will hear and see this event. 
It signals once and for all the death of 
communism and the birth of freedom in our 
country. 

"When I was in Solidarity, we all read over 
and over again smuggled copies of your 
Declaration of Independence, of your Con­
stitution, and the writings of Jefferson, 
Adams, Franklin and Lincoln. Like jazz. 
these writings were poison to the Soviets. 
Like jazz, America represents the ideals of 
freedom and independence that make com­
munism run and hide. It is these ideals 
I want to instill in our armed forces 
personnel ... 

"When I see American servicemen, offi­
cers or enlisted personnel, they project an 
aura of pride in their country and self-respect 
that you don't see in communist armies .. . 
American military patches are so prized over 
here among all the people. The slogans they 
choose to represent their units, the vitality of 
the symbols they choose, are greatly ad­
mired over here ... We're often envious of 
that spirit and vitality. And I do believe that it 
is American servicemen who uniquely repre­
sent this. 

"Just now, I have sent word to all units in 
Poland that they are free to ,invent their own 
mascots and slogans, to design patches and 
decals for their personnel, and to display 
them proudly ... It is a great gift to have the 
freedom to define yourself and the groups 
you associate with rather than to have 
someone else define who you are. 

"We are also building a Polish military 
history museum and a military history insti­
tute to encourage research into Poland's 
military past to do what we can to reveal the 
truth that the Soviets tried to erase from our 
people. Courses in history, particularly 
covering the period from before World War II 
to the present, will be offered to the troops to 
teach them what the Soviets never let us 
learn. Basically, I'm putting together an 
infrastructure to allow our soldiers to redis-

cover their roots. Administratively, my goal is 
to establish what you Westerners call a 
'public affairs office.' I also want to use this 
public affairs office to solicit foreign military 
visitors to come and examine our troops, 
and to arrange exchanges so our troops can 
go train with Western troops." 

At the time of my visit, Poland was still a 
member of the Warsaw Pact, which was 
officially disbanded in February 1991 . 
Komorowski commented : "The Warsaw 
Pact today is now more of a political­
economic alliance. not a military one. Poland 
will not have to worry about choosing to stay 
in what is called the Warsaw Pact because I 
believe the alliance will dissolve on its own 
very soon. 

"Still , I think all nations in the region, East 
and West, must think in terms of maintaining 
stability in Europe rather than striving toward 
absolute national autonomy. Too many 
internecine conflicts could erupt as the 
newly liberated nations of Central and East­
ern Europe lose the common enemy of the 
Soviets and revive old quarrels among 
themselves. 
I lyhe current instability in the Soviet 

Union is a threat to everyone. But 
the prospect of a reunified, armed Germany 
has Poles more worried ... Poles dislike the 
Soviets, but there is a strong residual fear 
and distrust of a powerful Germany. We'll 
remain in the Warsaw Pact as long as ii 
exists if only to pacify this fear. After the Pact 
dissolves, we will have to consider new 
options. 

"With that said, I must tell you, and you 
can see from history, that Poland has always 
had an affinity to the West, particularly with 
the United States. There was a standing 
joke among Polish military officials during 
the communist domination that defined the 
ideal military strategy for Poland: Declare 
war on America at 23:59 hours on Sunday 
night, then at one second after midnight on 
Monday, promptly surrender uncondition­
ally!" 

As our conversation drew to a close, 
Komorowski presented me with a medal 
newly commissioned by the Defense Minis­
try for all visiting foreign dignitaries. "The 
face you see on this medallion is that of 
Thaddeus Kosciusko. the Polish general 
who fought in your Revolutionary War. 

" Kosciusko represents the values neces­
sary for fighting for liberty, whether one's 
own or someone else's. All defenders of 
liberty are friends of Poland. Mr. Bates. 
please accept this Kosciusko medal as a 
symbol of Poland's love of the American 
people and of our desire to emulate what is 
best and noble in your country." 

- T.B. 

[Note: Despite the continued tumultuous 
state of politics in Poland, Komorowski is 
one of three ministers of defense who have 
survived the several rounds of reshuffling. 
As of March 1991, he is still the only civilian 
vice minister of defense in that country.) 
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MOUNTAINS 
OF MILITARIA 

Cache 'n' Carry Arms Deal in Colombia 
Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 
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S
ince the mid-19th century 
every carpet-bagging mer­
chant of death from the infa­
mous Sir Basil Zaharoff to 
Sam Cummings has peddled 

his wares in every Spanish-speaking mili­
tary oligarchy on the North and South 
American continents. 

Cartagena, Colombia, has always been 
one of the major ports-of-call on their 
itinerary. Colombia's population of 29 
million, ravaged by the Medelll'n drug 
lords, has an armed force, including regu­
lars, reserves and paramilitary, numbering 
close to half a million. Every one of these 
hombres slings a fusil of one type or 
another. 

Colombia's inventory of small arms 
reads like the table of contents from Jane 's 
Infantry Weapons. Their stockpile of sub­
machine guns alone includes the Danish 
Madsen M46, M50 and M53; Walther 
MPK; H&K MP5A3 and MP5K; Israeli 
UZI and Mini-UZI; U.S. M3Al "Grease 
Gun" and Ingram MAClO. Rifles in 
recent service consist of Galils (both 
calibers 5.56x45mm NATO and 
7.62x5lmm NATO), Beretta AR70, H&K 
G3, FN FAL, FN SAFN, U.S. Ml4, .30 MI 
Carbine, .30 MI Rifle and FN-manufac­
tured '98 Mausers. These latter three items 
have recently been imported to the U.S. in 
substantial quantity for sale by Springfield 
Sporters Inc. (Dept. SOF, RD #1, Penn 
Run, PA 15765; phone 412-254-2626). 

Springfield Sporters is not exactly a 
household name among U.S. gun owners, 
except for those firearms cognoscente who 
hypnotically scan the 164-odd pages of 
classified and display advertising in the 
Shotgun News three times a month. 

Bill Rodgers, who fought the Japanese 

LEFT: Stacked like cordwood, an amazing 

array of 72,000 military rifles await delivery 

to collectors and shooters in one of 

Springfield Sporters' warehouses. 

SOF's Tech Editor, Peter G. Kokalis, test 

fires M1 Garand from Colombia. These 

rifles were sent to Colombia in the late 

1950s. Photo: Thomas N. Foster 
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as a U.S. Marine in the Pacific during 
World War II, started by selling and 
trading a trunk full of gun parts for 50 guns 
and the first month 's rent on a small gun 
store in Pittsburgh. During the late 1950s 
he purchased a large quantity of '03 
Springfield parts, including 50,000 barrels, 
with the intention of building and market­
ing a Springfield-type sporting rifle. The 
actions were to be made in Spain. He 
decided instead to sell the components. 
From this evolved what is essentially a 
mail-order business located since 1959 in 
a spot-on-the-road called Penn Run, which 
is in Indiana county - an agricultural area 
in western Pennsylvania, 10 miles east of 
Pittsburgh. 

Tons of Guns 

The Springfield Sporters complex now 
lies on 3,000 acres of farmland with seven 
warehouse buildings. In addition to 
components, they have since the beginning 
specialized in older military rifles. In 
particular, Rodgers is one of the world's 
acknowledged authorities on the Mauser 
Model 1898 turn-bolt in all of its literally 
hundreds of variations. With passage of 
the 1968 Gun Control Act and its 
prohibition against the importation of 
military small arms, Rodgers was forced to 
subsist on his existing inventory. 

On 30 October 1984, the Dole 
Amendment to the 1968 Gun Control Act 
was signed by President Reagan. The Dole 
Amendment reclassified small arms 
manufactured between 1899 and 1946 as 
curios and relics, exempting most older 
military arms from the previous stringent 
import restrictions. There have been 
subsequent exemptions of more recently 
made arms. 

After passage of the Dole Amendment, 
Rodgers was unable to secure small arms 
in the quantities he required from his then 
current importer. A year was spent in 
establishing a network of overseas agents 
and improving his warehouse facilities to 

handle the antic­
ipated increase in 
activity. At pres­
ent, Springfield 
Sporters is one of 
the top two 
importers of 
surplus military 
rifles in the 
United States and 
first in the 
importation- of 
military small 
arms parts. Their 
largest warehouse 
building contains 
10,000 square 
feet of storage 
area in which 

72,000 rifles are housed. 
In March 1990, Springfield Sporters 

was the only bidder on an enormous 
amount (a total of 40 containers, of which 
about 20 were filled with material that was 

legally importable to the U.S.) of obsolete 
military equipment and arms offered by 
the government of Colombia. Far more 
than a multimillion-dollar letter of credit is 
involved in negotiating and procuring a 
major surplus arms deal from a foreign 
government. There are pitfalls and hidden 
expenses of which the average person is 
totally unaware. 

Part of the negotiated agreement was the 
stipulation that Springfield Sporters hire 
the Colombian army to provide security 
when the containers were moved from 
depots surrounding Bogota, more than 
1,000 miles past Medellin to the sea port of 
Cartagena. Rodgers had to pay for use of 
the military vehicles, shielding aircraft and 
feeding the soldiers. Just one of the food 
bills alone amounted to $3,200! 

Grand Garands 

Of great interest to SOF readers will be 
the thousands of .30 Ml rifles 
('' Garands ' ' ) that Rodgers retrieved from 
Colombia. "In my opinion," General 
Patton said, "the M 1 rifle is the greatest 
battle implement ever devised." While 
that is arguable, it was, without doubt, the 
finest infantry rifle fielded during World 
War II and the Korean War. To this day, it 
remains immensely popular with U.S. 
shooters and collectors. Sometime during 
the late 1950s nearly 19,000 Ml Garands 
were delivered to the Colombian armed 
forces through either the Military 
Assistance Program or via U.S. foreign 
military sales. They were of every 
manufacture and vintage. 

T
ype-classified on 9 January 
1936, the M 1 Garand was the 
first military semiautomatic 
rifle to be issued in substantial 
numbers. Large quantities were 

produced and by the time production 
ceased in the 1950s, approximately five 
and a half million had been made. During 
World War II the Garand ·was produced by 
Springfield Armory and Winchester 
Repeating Arms Company. While 
Springfield Armory remained the principal 
supplier during the Korean War, 
Harrington & Richardson produced 
428,600 and International Harvester 
Corporation, with assistance from 
Springfield Armory, manufactured 
337,623 of the 1.4 million produced during 
the 1950s. 

Although at 9 1/2 pounds it's no 
lightweight, the U.S. Rifle Semiautomatic 
Caliber .30 Ml is relatively simple and 
tremendously sturdy. Gas operated, its 
rotary bolt mechanism, along with 
numerous other features, was continued in 
the Ml4. Capable of superb accuracy, it 
can be faulted only with regard to its 
8-round en bloc clip which cannot be 
"topped off" and is automatically ejected 
after the last round has been fired. 

It has been said that the distinctive 
pinging sound associated with the clip's 
ejection sometimes led to fatal results for 
soldiers in close contact with the enemy or 
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when firing from concealed positions. This 
often repeated carping has never been 
documented. Confusion and noise reign 
supreme on the battlefield and the sound of 
a small sheet-metal clip striking the 
ground could not possibly be detected in 
such bedlam. 

A
ll Ml Garands I inspected at 
Springfield Sporters' 
warehouse were all in very 
good condition or better and 
most had excellent bores. 

Although some exhibited exterior finish 
wear and will be re-parkerized (a 
phosphate process), they were not pitted 
and significantly better than the Ml 
Garands recently imported from South 
Korea, most of which had "sewer pipe" 
bores and were re-parkerized over heavy 
pitting. The price is more than reasonable. 
Springfield Armory specimens sell for 
$280 while those produced by either 

Militaria retrieved from Colombia includes 

Mauser bayonets; .30-06 and .30 M1 

Carbine ball ammunition; inert 81 mm 

mortar rounds and rifle grenades; M1 

Garand grenade launchers and grenade 

launcher sight assemblies; ordnance tools, 

BFAs, case deflectors and flash hiders for 

the .30 M1 Carbine; and numerous other 

bits and pieces of interesting and unique 

military equipment. 

Winchester, H&R or International 
Harvester cost $310. 

Attention Collectors 

An interesting indigenous leather sling 
is available for these rifles at $10 each. 
More important to Garand collectors and 
shooters are the enormous quantity of 
unissued parts that Springfield Sporters 
imported. These include almost all the 
small components and both barrels and 
operating rods, the latter two of which 
were formerly extremely difficult to 
obtain. Their illustrated catalog is only $2 
and contains a cornucopia . of military 
rifles, parts, accouterments and other 
militaria. 

Twelve of the Ml Garands I examined 
were quite unique. Eight were originally 
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manufactured by Springfield Armory, the 
other four by Winchester. The rear covers 
on all twelve were marked "R-74 
INDUMIL (for lndustria Militar, Bogota, 
Colombia) NATO." Holes had been 
drilled in the front and rear handguards and 
the front portion of the stock to 
immediately distinguish them from other 
Garands. Through installation of chamber 
inserts these rifles were converted to 
caliber 7.62x5lmm NATO. This was 
never a completely satisfactory method for 
converting the Ml Garand to 7.62x5lmm 
NATO as these inserts will sooner or later 
be ejected with an empty case. Rarities 
such as this should be admired by 
collectors, but not fired, as the inserts are 
difficult to reinstall properly. 

SOF's test specimen was a Winchester 
(serial #159954) produced in March, 1942. 
A commercial barrel without MilSpec 
markings had apparently been installed by 

the Colombian gov­
ernment during the 
time frame when this 
rifle was standard 
issue in their armed 
forces. The bore was 
perfect and the rifle 
shot 2 to 3 MOA 
from the bench at 
100 yards with 
military ball ammu­
nition and employ­
ing the rifle's issue 
iron sights. 

This was achieved 
with ammunition 
provided to us by 
Springfield Sporters, 

of which there are millions of rounds of 
two types. INDUMIL .30-06 military ball, 
produced at Fabrica Gral. Jose Maria 
Cordoba, was loaded into a brass case 
(headstamped "IM 30 66 30") that is 
Boxer-primed with the primer staked at 
three points. The propellant charge 
consists of 55 grains, nominal, of a round 
ball powder. The 155-grain FMJ (Full 
Metal Jacket) bullet has a flat base with a 
copper-alloy jacket over a lead core. 

Ball ammunition of this caliber was also 
supplied to Colombia by Fabrique 
Nationale. FN's brass case is Berdan­
primed and head­
stamped "F N 71." 
The 58-grain 
propellant charge is 
a round ball iden­
tical in appearance 
to that loaded in the 
INDUMIL cases . 
The FMJ bullet also 
weighs 155 grains, 
nominal, and has a 
flat base with a 
copper-alloy jacket 
over a lead core. 
However, it is one­
half millimeter 
longer than the 
INDUMIL bullet 

with a slightly more pronounced ogive. I 
do not know if either of these loads carry 
corrosive primers. 

This ammunition is available belted in 
Browning Machine Gun (BMG) links (22 
cents/round) or in Ml Garand 8-round en 
bloc clips (25 cents/round). Specify the 
INDUMIL, as it ' s Boxer-primed and 
reloadable. I saw literally mountains of 
Garand clips in the Springfield Sporters 
warehouses. In fact, the shipping crates of 
these clips were so enormous and heavy 
that the largest fork lift in Cartagena 
collapsed at dockside when it attempted to 
lift one of the crates and all of its hydraulic 
fluid was forced out. 

Also available in substantial quantity 
are .30-06 crimped blanks (INDUMIL, FN 
and U.S.), rifle grenade ballistite rounds 
(U.S. Lake City Arsenal), non-crimped 
blanks with red cardboard plugs and 
gallery rounds with wooden bullets. 

You can come close to the correct zero 
on an Ml Garand without even firing it. 
Make certain that the rear sight peep 
aperture is bottomed out. Loosen the screw 
on the elevation drum (left side of the rear 
sight assembly). Rotate the elevation knob 
forward to "200" and then eight clicks 
further forward. Take pliers and gently 
clamp the elevation knob while you 
tighten the screw on the drum. This is 
usually close enough for government 
work. 

Mighty Mausers 

W
ithout doubt, the Model 
1898 Mauser rifle in all 
its multitude of forms 
was the most successful 
military turn-bolt ever 

designed. German agents and Mauser 
rifles were at one time ubiquitous 
throughout Latin America. U.S. small 
arms of the era, such as the single-shot 
Remington Rolling-Block breech loader, 
provided scant competition for Mauser's 
slick five-shot repeaters. Today, there are 

A small portion of the thousands of U.S. M4 

.30 M1 Carbine bayonets with both leather 

and plastic handles brought back from 

Colombia. 
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Markings on rare experimental M1 Garand 

and Model 52 bolt-action rifles indicate 

conversion from .30-06 to 7.62x51 mm 

NATO. Note Colombian crest on receiver 

ring of Mauser. 

more '98-type actions and rifles in the U.S. 
than any other bolt-action. With good 
reason, as it is strong and almost foolproof. 
The Colombian Mausers imported by 
Springfield Sporters are chambered for the 
still-popular .30-06 (7.62x63mm) 
cartridge, a full-power military round in 
every sense of the word, which was 
adopted by the Colombian armed forces 
during the time frame in which they 
received the Ml Garands. 

C 
olombian-contract Mausers 
were manufactured by FN 
(Fabrique Nationale 
D' Armes de Guerre, Herstal, 
Belgium) in the 1950s. They 

all carry the Colombian national crest with 
"COLOMBIA FUERZAS MILITARES" 
over the chamber. The FN markings 
appear on the left side of the receiver. They 
are of two types. Most are Model 1952 
rifles with 23 3/8-inch barrels. This model 
has a horizontal bolt handle. The top hand 
guard extends to the receiver ring. The 
serial numbers appear on the right side of 
the receiver and the bolt handle. They were 
matching on all the specimens I examined. 
The finish is either phosphate or charcoal 
gray enamel over phosphate. 

Except for numerous storage dings on 
the wood furniture, the overall condition is 
excellent with very good to perfect bores. 
Some exhibit indigenous repairs, such as 
welded front sling swivels and front barrel 
band springs formed by hand from drill 
rod. The price is only $120 each. An 
unusual Mauser '98-type indigenous 
leather sling with a pebble-grained 
exterior surface is available in new 
condition for $10. 
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For those seeking tum-bolt actions to 
sporterize, brand new stripped bolts, 
receivers and barrels are available for $95 
the set. The receivers are marked with the 
Colombian crest under "REPUBLICA DE 
COLOMBIA," ".30" and " R. FAMAGE 
1957. " This latter marking appears to 
signify Reformado. Fabrica de Material de 
Guerra (Modified. Factory of Military 
Equipment). The date indicates the year in 
which earlier FN-produced Model 30 short 
rifles were converted from 7x57mm (the 
prior standard military rifle caliber of 
Colombia) to .30-06 and rebuilt. The 
receivers and barrels are blued and the 
bolts, with bent handles, are "in the 
white. " 

Eleven of the Model 1952 rifles were 

"user friendly. " All that I examined were 
in very good or better condition with 
excellent bores. They represent every 
manufacturer with the exception of Irwin­
Pederson Arms Company. Those 
manufactured by Inland Manufacturing 
Division and Saginaw Steering Gear 
Division of General Motors, National 
Postal Meter, Underwood-Elliot-Fisher, 
Quality Hardware Machine Corporation, 
Standard Products Company, IBM and 
Universal (not U.S. military) are priced at 
$180 each. Those produced by Winchester 
or Rock Ola (a jukebox manufacturer) will 
cost you an additional $30 because of their 
name recognition. 

Brand new, unissued components for 
the .30 Ml Carbine are also available. 

.--~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~--. They include such 

Holes were drilled into the handguards and 

forward portion of the stocks on 

experimental M1 Garand (top) and Model 

52 Mauser to indicate conversion to caliber 

7.62x51mm NATO. 

converted to caliber 7.62x51mm NATO 
by chopping the barrels about a half-inch 
at the chamber end. As with the 
experimental Colombian .308 Ml 
Garands, the handguards and front portion 
of the buttstocks have been drilled with 
holes to distinguish them from caliber 
.30-06 Mausers. In addition, the receiver is 
marked "R-INDUMIL-80-50 7.62 MM 
NATO." Apparently both these and the 
.308 Garands represent an experimental 
dead end, as no more are known to have 
been produced. 

One hundred of the Colombian Mausers 
imported by Springfield Sporters were 
Model 1953 carbines with 17 1/2-inch 
barrels. The bolt handles are bent in the 
cavalry style and all serial numbers match. 
They are rare and will set you back $300. 
But, these mothers, weighing just over 
seven pounds, belch three-foot tongues of 
flame, cause permanent ear damage to 
everyone on the firing line and slam you 
rearward like a pile driver. They should be 
left hanging on the wall of your gun room. 

Friendly Carbines 

The thousands of .30 Ml Carbines that 
were part of the Colombian deal are more 

desirable parts as 
barrels, stocks, bolts, 
receivers and slides. 
In addition, I noted 
accessories of every 
type including some 
that are quite hard to 
find like the bolt 
disassembly tool, 
Dutch-made blank 
firing shell deflector 
and BFA and 
thousands of M4 
bayonets with both 
leather ($55) and 
plastic ($30) hand­
les. The following 

seven full-auto M2 parts are not available: 
hammer; selector and spring; and the 
disconnector and its spring, plunger and 
lever. The BATF has ruled that possession 
of any or all of these parts contravenes the 
National Firearms Act, unless you have a 
registered .30 M2 Carbine or trigger 
housing. 

R 
odgers returned with a large 
assortment of .30 Ml 
Carbine ball ammunition to 
include: Federal ("FC 30 
CARBINE,'') Winchester 

("WC C 5 5,") Remington ("RA 5 5") 
and Dynamit-Nobel ("GEC030Ml. ") 
They range in price from 18 to 21 
cents/round. 

Note that SOF readers should avoid 
recently imported .30 Carbine ball ammo 
that is headstamped "LC 52". It was not 
manufactured at Lake City Arsenal. 
Highly corrosive, the head stamp is 
counterfeit and it was, in fact, produced in 
the PRC for clandestine distribution 
during the early 1950s and late 1960s to 
the Philippine Huks (Hukbalahap - a 
contraction of a Tagalog phrase meaning 
" People's Anti-Japanese Army"). Red 
plastic blanks manufactured by 
Bakelittfabrikken in Oslo, Norway are 
available from Springfield Sporters and 
will cycle the .30 Ml Carbine's gas­
operated action. 

Limited quantities of some other 

Continued on page 11 O 
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Another Casualty in the Vietnam POW /MIA War 
by Susan Katz Keating 

0 fall the legacies of Vietnam, perhaps the most bitter is the 
question of prisoners of war and those listed as missing in 
action. As long-time SOF readers know, the resolution of 

the POW/MIA question has been one of our magazine's highest 
priorities. 

We've invested thousands of hours, hundreds of thousands of 
dollars, and racked up countless travel miles in the United States, 
Southeast Asia and elsewhere to attempt to do what our own 
government apparently has not - try to resolve the issue or, at the 
very least, answer the question: did we leave American service 
personnel behind in Vietnam, Laos, Cambodia or China? 

Unfortunately, and most frustratingly, our efforts resulted in 
more questions than answers. Ifwe had more resources - say, the 
resources available to a government - to pursue the hundreds of 
tantalizing leads we've uncovered during the last 16 years, then 
perhaps some answers would have appeared. Perhaps. 

There is one thing that is certain about our search, and that is our 
motive. Many of us here at the magazine served in Vietnam. We 
wanted answers, no matter whose toes we stomped in the process. 
There were no hidden agendas, no politics, no reasons not to 
uncover the truth. If someone had been left behind, we wanted them 
home. Simple as that. 

It might not be that simple, however, in Washington. 
For years, allegations have been made that the United States 

government, or at least elements of it, has been less than honest 
with the American public about the POW/MIA issue; that, in fact, 
the government purposefully ignored valid information on POWs 
and MIAs or failed to act on information it acknowledged. In 
essence, many of the allegations state there have been cover-ups to 
save the careers of any number of senior political and military 
types. 

These allegations may, or may not, be true. As Bob Brown put it, 
"Do I think there's a little room under the Pentagon where a group 
of people pull the strings of a massive conspiracy? No." And 

neither do most people who have studied the POW/MIA issue to the 
degree we have here at SOF. 

But there are problems. Over the years we've seen good men and 
women move into government positions that dealt with Southeast 
Asia POW/MIAs - and move out again with a Force 10 frustration 
level. 

Such was the case with Army Colonel Millard Peck, who for 
eigh t months headed up the Defense Intelligence Agency's (DIA 's) 
special office for POW/MIA affairs, ostensibly the government's 
point office for resolution of the issue. 

A few days before this issue went to print, we received a letter 
that read, in part, "I am currently in government service, working 
on the Southeast Asia POW/MIA issue, and therefore cannot give 
you my name. The fact that I am sending you a copy of this letter 
is an indication of the extreme frustration I am feeling, as I consider 
what I am doing to be tantamount to insubordination. 

"But I can certainly understand Col. Peck's feelings as I am also 
convinced that all of us al the working level of this issue are 
expendable, and that our government is not making a serious effort 
Id resolve the fates of the unaccounted for in Southeast Asia ... I 
wish I could give you more, but I want to be able to salvage what 
is left of my career ... " 

Enclosed with that Jetter was a copy of the following 
memorandum by Col. Peck, dated 12 February 1991, and a copy of 
his cover letter to same, dated 28 March 1991. 

We sent long-time SOF contributor Susan Katz Keating out to 
track down Col. Peck - a daunting task as he was avoiding the 
press - but upon hearing that Susan was representing SOF, be 
agreed to talk with her during a series of meetings. 

We don't know if Col. Peck's memo will actualiy push the 
POW/MIA issue back up to the front burner in Washington. 
Perhaps. More likely, it will simply become another chapter in the 
government's POW/MIA Book of Shame. 

-John Coleman. 

BACKGROUND: MILLARD A. PECK, COLONEL, INFANTRY, USA 
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Colonel Mike Peck was commissioned into the infantry, and is a former Special Forces 
operative with more than 20 years of service. Among myriad assignments, Col. Peck has 
served on the French Staff College in Paris and at the NATO Defense College. 

During three tours of duty in Vietnam he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross, 
the Silver Star with Oak Leaf Clusters, the Bronze Star for valor with Oak Leaf Clusters, the 
Army Commendation Medal for valor with Oak Leaf Clusters, the Purple Heart with Oak 
Leaf Clusters, the Air Medal with Oak Leaf Clusters, and numerous foreign awards. 

He has worked extensively with Montagnard tribesmen in Vietnam, and was an 
instructor at West Point. Prior to being named chief of the special office for POW/MIA, he 
was assigned to the DIA as duty director for intelligence and also as chief of the Asia 
division for current intelligence. 

- S.K.K. 
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DATE: 28.~!arch 1991 

OFFICE! POW,...MIA 

SUBJECT: A Farewell 

TO: All Personnel 

1. The purpose of this memorandum is to bid farewell to the Office and to wish everyone the very best. I will sincerely miss 
each one of you, and will always retain fond memories of our efforts together and the many triumphs we were able to achieve as 
a t.eam. Becauj!e of the intensity of our activities and being under constant political fire, the bonding that I felt for you was 
similar to that which occurs to soldiers in cotnbat, and I came to love you as brothers and sisters. 

2. The attached document fairly well sums. up how I feel about the entire issue, although I subsequently lined out several 
pqrtions. I am co.nvinced that nopneworking within the present • •structure, '• will ever satisfactorily resolve the question 
of whether or not u.s. prisoners were held after the cessation of hostilitie.s in Vietnam or elsewhere. 

3·. It is my plan to pursue the issue.via other avenues, and while so doing, will work diligently to give the POW-MIA office the 
credi·t it so richly deserves, and to ensure that your reputation, in a.11 circles, is defended and upheld. Your honor and 
interests wi.fl always be one of my highest priorities- and when l say that, I mean it. 

4: •':Many thanks to everyone,· for your support i your devotion i your hard work i and you·r dedication to excellence. God bless you 
al,l • •. . 

Erielosures 

ATE last year the Defense 
Intelligence Agency's 
(DIA's) special office for 
POW /MIA affairs received 
yet another in a long string of 
eports out of Southeast Asia. 

This one was of recent 
vintage; it purports to describe an event 
that took place that same month, and not a 
decade earlier. A number of sources, who 
told SOF they had disguised certain ele­
ments, said the story came from a Viet­
namese peasant. The peasant claimed he 
had been hunting jungle plants in the 
densely forested Central Highlands. 

In the course of his work he heard the 
sound of an idling engine. Peering out 
from his cover, the peasant saw a bus 
containing what he assumed to be laborers. 
The men got off the bus, relieved them­
selves by the side of the road, and 
continued on their way. The episode made 
the peasant forget about his hunt, and sent 
him scrambling down the mountain: the 
men on the bus were middle-aged 
Caucasians. 

The report of this incident found its way 
to the DIA as a possible sighting of 
American prisoners still held after the 
Vietnam War. Although the U.S. gov­
ernment says that the resolution of su~h 
cases is the highest national priority, little 
time was spent either tracking down the 
peasant or making plans for further action. 

According to a source within the POW/ 
MIA office, it was immediately dismissed 

Adieu, 

MIBLARD A. PECK 
Colonel, Infantry 
USA 

out of hand on the grounds that the witness 
was not credible. Civilian analysts appar­
ently focused on their own doubts that the 
Central Highlands were not proper plant­
hunting grounds, and therefore concluded 
that the entire story was bogus. 

Colonel Millard A. (Mike) Peck, at the 
time head of the POW /MIA office, thought 
the report was worth investigating, if only 
because it stood out from the typical 
pattern of live-sighting hoaxes. A deco­
rated war hero with three tours in Vietnam, 
Peck knew his highlands and he knew his 
peasants. 

Certain elements made sense to him, 
and he pressed for a continued inquiry. 
Nevertheless - his status as boss notwith­
standing - Peck was ignored. The report 
was filed away with scores of others like it, 
deemed not credible. For Peck, this was 
yet another straw leading to the collapse of 
the camel's back. 

Memo On The Wall 

I n the dawn of Friday, 28 March 1991, 
Col. Peck slipped into the DIA unde­
tected, and nailed a 5-page single­

spaced memo to the door of his own inner 
sanctum. He then withdrew, intending 
never to return. 

Titled "Request for Relief," the memo 
was addressed to the DIA's chief, Lieuten­
ant General Harry Soyster. Among other 
things, the memo charged that the govern­
ment routinely brushes aside or debunks 
live-sighting reports on American service-

men held in captivity after the Viet­
nam War. 

"That national leaders continue to ad­
dress the prisoner of war and missing in 
action issue as the 'highest national prior­
ity' is a travesty ... " Peck wrote. "It 
appears that the entire issue is being 
manipulated by unscrupulous people in the 
government, or associated with the gov­
ernment." 

Elsewhere he described his office as 
having "the mindset to debunk." 

P eck took pains to exonerate the DIA 
from intentional wrongdoing, but 
said that outside political pressures 

had rendered the POW office ineffective. 
"The sad fact," he wrote, "is that this 
issue is being controlled and a cover-up 
may be in progress.'' 

The memo, dated 12 February, was 
discovered around 0730. 

Pandemonium 

"It was pure. pandemonium when they 
found it," one DIA staffer said. "The 
deputy division chief just about fell over. 
They immediately started doing damage 
control (Department of Defense - DoD 
- officials feared that the memo had been 
released to the press, and busied 
themselves preparing a response), and an 
hour later it was in front of (Defense 
Secretary) Cheney. All they could think of 
was, "What if this gets out? And what the 
hell was Cheney going to do?" 

Cheney, according to the same source, 

''The sad fact is that this issue 
is being controlled and a cover-up 

may be in progress.·'' 
AUGUST 91 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 103 



DATE: 12 FEB 1991 

REPLY TO ATTN OF: POW-MIA 

SUBJECT: 

TO: 

Request for Relief 

DR 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

memorandum 
U-0173/POW-MIA 

1. PURPOSE: I, hereby, request to resign my position as the Chief of the Special Office for Prisoners of War and Missihg in Action 
(POW-MIA). 

2 • BACKGROUND: 

a~ Motivation. My initial acceptance of this posting was based, upon two primary motives; f i.ri;;t;., :i;. ha.d hellrd t;hat the job was highly 
contentious and extremely frustrating, that no one would volunteer for it because of its complex political nature. This, of 
course, made it appear challenging. Secondly, since the end of 'the Vietnam war, I. had heard the persistent ruinors of American 
Servicemen having been abandoned in Indochina, and that the Government :was conducting a •'cover-up•• so as not to ):>e emb11rrassed. 
I was curious about this and thought that serving as the Chief of POW-MIA would be an opportunity to satisfy my own interest and help 
clear the Government• s name. 

b. The Office• s Reputation. It was interesting that my previous exposure to the POW-MIA offj,c;e,, whi.le .as~ic;ined to DIA, both as a 
Duty Director for Intelligence (DOI) and as the Chief of the Asia Division for Current Intelligence (JSI-3), was negative. DIA 
personnel who worked for me, when dealing· with or mentioning the Office, always spoke about it in.deprecat.ing tones, alluding to 
the fact that any report which found its way there would quickly disappear into a' 'black hole.•• 

c. General Attitudes. Additionally, surveys of active duty militarr personnel indicated that a high percentage ( 83% )believed 
that there were still live American prisoners in Vietnam. This idea was·.·further promulgated in a number of legitimate veterans• 
periodicals and professional journals, .as well as the .. media in general, which held that.wher.e there wa,s so much smoke there must 
be fire. · 

d. cover-up. The dark side of the issue was particularly unsettling because of the persistent' rumors and innuendoes of a 
Government conspiracy, alleging that U.S. military personnel had !:>een·.left behind to the victorious communist governments in 
Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia, and that for '•political reasons•• or running the risk of a second Vietnam War, their existence was 
officially denied. Worse yet was the implication that DIA's Special office for POWs and MIAs was an integral part of this effort 
to cover the entire affair \JP so as not to embarrass the Government no.r the Defense.Establishment. 

e. The Crusade. As a Vietnam veteran with a c;ertain amount of experience in Indochina, I was int.erested in the entire POW-MIA 
question, and willingly volunteered for the' job,· viewing .it as a sort of holy crusade. · 

f. The Harsh Reality. Heading up the Office has not been pleasant. My plan was to be totally honest and.forthcoming on the entire 
issue and aggressively pursue innovative actions and concepts t(1clear up t,he li~e sighting business, thereby refurbishing t.?e 
image and honor of DIA. I became painfully aware, however, that I was not really in charge of my own office, but was merely a 
figurehead or whipping boy for a larger and totally Machiavellian group.of players outside of DIA. What I witnessed during my 
tenure as the cardboard cut-out • •Chief• • of POW-M.IA could be. euphemistically labelled as disillusioning. 

3. CURRENT IMPRESSIONS, BASED ON MY EXPERIENCE: 

a. Highest National Priority. That National leaders continue to address the prisoner of war and missing .in action issue as the 
''highest national priority'• is a travesty. From my vantage point, I observed that the principal government players were 
interested primarily in conducting. a • •damage limitation exercise, • •, and appeared to. knowingly and deliberately. generate an 
endless succession of manufactured crises and ''busy work. • • Progress consisted in frenetic activity, with little s'ubstance and 
no real results. 

b. The.Mindset to Debunk. The mindset to •'debunk'• ,is alive and well. It is held at all levels, .and con;tin!Je!> to pervade the POW-MIA. 
Office, which is not necessarily the fault of DIA. Practically all analysis is directed to finding fault with the source. Rarely 
has there been·any effective, active follow through on any of the sightings, nor is there a responsive '~action arm• •to routinely 
and aggressively pursue leacls • The latter was a moot point, anyway, sinc;e 7he Office was continuously buried in an avalanche of 
' •ad hoc• • taskings from every quarter, all of which required an immediate response. It was impossible to plan ahead or prioritize 
courses of act.ion. Any real eff.ort to pursue live sighting reports or exercise .i.ni tiative was diminished by the plethora of •'busy 
work•• projects directed by higher authority outside of DIA. A number of these grandiose endeavors bordered onthe ridiculous, 
and-quite significantly-there was never an audit trail. None of •these taskings was ever requested formally. There was, and still 
is, a refusal by any of the pl<iyers to follow noP11al intelligence channels in dealing with the.POW .. MIA Office, 

c. Duty, Honor, and Integrity. It appears that the entire issue is being manipulated by [unscrupulous l people in the Government, 
or associated with the Government. Some are using the issue for personal or political advantage and others use it as a forum to 
perform and feel important, or worse. The sad fact, however, is. that .. this hsue is being controlled and a cover-up may be .in 
progress. The entire charade does not appear to be an honest effort, and may never have been. 

d. POW-MIA Officers Abandoned; When I assessed the Office for the first time, I was somewhat amazed and greatly disturbed by the 
fact that I was the only military off icer·in an organization of· more than 40 people. Since combatants of all Services were lost in 

Note: Areas originally blacked out by Col• Peck are indicated by brackets. 

RESPONSE: NATIONAL LEAGUE OF FAMILIES 
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demanded that all charges in the memo be 
answered by close of business that day. 
Although the memo contained a number of 
volatile (and substantial) claims, DoD was 
apparently haunted by two strange facts. 

One, the memo was dated more than a 
month prior to its posting; and two, large 
portions had been blacked out by Peck. 
(Col. Peck is thought to have blacked out 
portions of his memo in order to prevent 
certain charges from being seen by one of 
the staff members, a woman closely tied to 
Ann Mills Griffiths of the National League 
of Families.) Why had the colonel sat on 
his resignation for so Jong, and where was 
the original, unexpurgated version? 
Clearly, something was amiss. 

An internal inquiry was launched. 
Meanwhile, the same mechanism which 
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Vietnam, I wouldhave thought there wo_uld at least be a token service representation for a matter of the ''highest National 
priority.'' Since the normal mix of officers from all Services is not found in my organization it would appear that the issue, at 
least at the working level,. has, in fact, been abandoned. Also, the horror stories of the succession of military officers at the 
0-5 and 0-6 level who have i_n some manner ' •rocked the boat• ' and quickly come to grief at the hands of the Government policy makers 
who direct the issue, lead one to the conclusion that we are all quite expendable, so by extrapolation one simply concludes that 
these same burea.ucrats would ' 'sacrifice' ' anyone who was troublesome or contentious -including prisoners of war and missing in 
action. Not a comforting thought. [Any military officer expected to survive in this environment would have to be myopic, an 
accomplished sycophant, or totally insouciant. l 

e. The' DIA Involvement. DIA's role in the affair is truly unfortunate. The overall Agency has generally practiced a "damage 
limitation drill'' on the issue, as well. The POW-MIA Office has been cloistered for all practical purposes and left to its own 
fortunes. The POW Office is the lowest level in the Government '•effort'' to resolve the issue, and, oddly for an intelligence 
organization, has become the ' 'lightening rod' ' for the entire establishment on the matter. Th'e policy people manipulating the 
affair have maintained their distance and remained hidden in the shadows, while using the Office as a ' 'toxic waste dump'' to bury 
the whole ••mess•• out of sight and mind in a facility with limited access to public scrutiny. Whatever happens in the issue, DIA 
takes the blame, while the real playe:I's remain invisible. The fact that the POW-MIA Office is always the center of an investigation 
is no surprise. Many people suspect that something is rotten about the whole thing, but they cannot find an audit trail to ascribe 
blame, so they attack the DIA/POW-MIA· ' •dump, ' ' simply because it has been placed in the line of fire as a cheap, expendable decoy. 

f. • 'Suppressio Veri, Suggestio Falsi.'' Many of the puppet masters play a confusing, murky role. [For instance, the Director of 
the National Leagµe of Families occupies an interesting and questionable position in the whole process. Although assiduously 
•'churning•• the account to give a tawdry illusion of progress, she is adamantly opposed to any initiative to actually get to the 
heart of the problem, and, more importantly, interferes in or actively sabotages POW-MIA analyses or investigations. She insists 
on rewriting or editing all significant documents produced by the Office, inserting her own twist or meaning to what was 
originally prepared. This is then touted as the DIA position. She apparently has access to top secret, codeword message traffic, 
for which she is supposedly not cleared; and-she receives. it well ahead of the DIA intelligence analysts. Her influence in 
••jerking around'• everyone and everything involved in the issue goes far beyond the ••war and MIA protester gone straight'' 
scenario. She was brought from the '•outside'' into the center of the imbroglio, and then, cloaked in a mantel of sanctimony, 
routinely impedes real progress and insidiously• •muddles up•• the issue. one wonders who she really is and where she came from 
... I 

4. CONCLUSIONS: 

a. The Stalled Crusade. Unfortunately, what began on such a high note never succeeded in embarking. In some respects, however, I 
have managed to satisfy some of my curiosity. · 

b. Everyone is Expendable. I have. seen .. firsthand how ready and willing the policy people are to sacrifice or '•abandon' ' anyone who 
might be perceived as a political liability. It is quick and facile, and can be easily covered. 

c. High-Level Knavery. I feel strongly that this issue is being manipulated and controlled at a higher level, .not with the goal of 
resolving it, but more to obfuscate the question of live prisoners, and give the illusion of progress through hyperactivity. 

d. ' •Smoke and Mirrors.• ' From what I have witnessed, it appears that any soldier left in Vietnam, even inadvertently, was, in 
fact, abandoned years ago, and that the farce that is being played is no more than political legerdemain done with ''smoke and 
mirrors,'' to stall the issue un.til it dies a natural death. 

(e. National League of Families. I am convinced that the Director of this organization is much more than meets the eye. As the 
principal actor inthe grand show, she is in the perfect position to clamor for ''progress,'' while really intentionally 
impeding the eff9rt •. And, there are 11umerous examples of this. Otherwise, it is inconceivable that so many bureaucrats in the 
''system' ' would instantaneously do her bidding and humor her every whim.] 

f. DIA's Dilemma. Although greatly saddened by the role ascribed to the Defense Intelligence Agency, I feel, at least, that 
I am dealing with honest men and women who are generally powerless to. make the system work. My appeal and attempt to amend this 
role perhaps never had a ch~nce. we, all, were subject to control. I particularly sa.lute the personnel in the POW-MIA. Office 
for their long suffering, which I regrettably was unable to change. I feel that the Agency and the Office are being used as the 
''fall guys' ' or ' •patsies'' to cover the tracks of others. · 

5 • RECOMMENDATIONS: 

a. One Final Vietnam Casualty. So ends the war.and my last grand crusade, like it actually did end, I guess. However, as they 
say in the Legion, '• je ne regrette rien ••• '' For all of the above, I respectfully request to be relieved of my duties as Chief 
of the Special Office for Prisoners of War and Missing in Action. 

b. A Farewell to Arms. So as to avoid the annoyance of being shipped off to some remote corner, out of sight and out of the way, 
in my own ''bamboo cage'' o~ silence somewhere, I further reque~t that the Defens.e Intelligence Agency, which I have 
attempted to serve loyally and' with honor, assist me in being retired immediately from active military service. 

cc 

previously served to discredit live-sighting 
reports appeared to have been set in 
motion against Peck. Word started leaking 
out of the Pentagon that Peck had not 
performed well on the job. He had 
supposedly thrown in with the "lunatic 
fringe." 

qualities. 

MILLARD A. PECK 
Colonel, Infantry 
USA 

But if the 28 March memo raised a set of 
se·rious questions, the original version, 
obtained by Soldier of Fortune, presents a 
more sinister view of the entire issue. In 
the portions he later blacked out, Peck 

deliberately blocking progress. 
"Although assiduously 'churning' the 

account to give a tawdry illusion of 
progress," Peck wrote, "she is adamantly 
opposed to any initiative to actually get to 
the heart of the problem, and, more 

It was suggested that 
after spending only eight 
months on the POW/ 
MIA issue, he was in no 
position to have any 
knowledge of the 

Peck charges that the DIA is 
manipulated by shadowy 

''puppet masters. '' 

importantly, interferes in 
or actively sabotages 
POW-MIA analyses or 
investigations.'' 

Also disturbing is the 
solution to the memo's 12 
February date and its 28 
March appearance. complex subject. 

Whereas previously he had been hailed for 
his "blank slate" on POWs (on the 
grounds that his inexperience meant he 
had no preconceived axe to grind), he was 
now being discredited for the same 
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charges that the DIA is manipulated by 
shadowy "puppet masters" who 
intentionally obfuscate the issue. He 
singled out Anne Mills Griffiths, director 
of the National League of Families, as 

"It was dated 12 February because it 
was delivered 12 February," says a source 
close to Peck. "Nailing it up there on the 

Continued on page 118 
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CHAOTIC CAMBODIA 
Continued from page 38 

power and armor. Its aim to totally cut the 
road and further isolate Siem Reap from the 
west never panned out. 

On the other side of the coin, this was 
followed by the PRK's own unsuccessful 
attempt to the take the KPNLF liberated 
zone and KPNLF HQ of Boeng Trakuan in 
early March - unsuccessful despite the 
employment of a force of 6,500 men (includ­
ing 2,500 Vietnamese according to the 
KPNLF), supported by artillery and 15 T-54 
tanks. 

Militarily, there are a number of areas in 
Cambodia which will likely become a focus 
of heavy fighting in 1991 . These are as 
follows: 

1. Battambang. This city of 300,000 (the 
second largest in Cambodia, located 
250km northwest of Phnom Penh) has 
been the target of various operations since 
early 1990, although most of the fighting 
reportedly remains in its outlying areas. 
Highway 5 and the rail line from Phnom 
Penh could also become even bloodier. 
The severing of Highway 5, which runs 
through Battambang, would virtually cut off 
western Cambodia from the central part of 
the country. 

2. Siem Reap and the Angkor Wat temple 
complex. Fighting over the dry season 
could further threaten Siem Reap, the 
PRK's main hold in northern Cambodia, and 
Angkor Wat, the symbolic monument of the 
Khmer people. 

3. The Kompong Thom -Kompong 
Chnang-Kompong Cham triangle. These 
three provincial towns, northeast of Phnom 
Penh,have seen increasing activity lately. 
Resistance control of this area would di­
rectly threaten Phnom Penh from the north. 
From the Kompong Chnang area, the 
resistance could also cut the westward­
running Highway 5. 

4. Kompong Speu. With its provincial 
center located only 45km southwest of 
Phnom Penh, th is area is a potential dagger 
pointed at the heart of the PAK. It also 
straddles Highway 4 running from the main 
port of Kompong Som to the capital. 

5. The KPNLF liberated zone in north­
west Cambod ia. This 2,500 square­
kilometer area is expected to see more 
fighting aimed at pushing the resistance 
back to the Thai border throughout the dry 
season, which lasts roughly from January 
to May. 

Given the overall political-military situ­
ation in this war, it is not totally impossible 
that most of western Cambodia could come 
under resistance control in the near future. 

In January, Prince Sihanouk of the ANS 
charged that the PAK and Vietnam are now 
preparing for this scenario by planning to 
pull back to eastern Cambodia which would, 
in effect, partition the country.~ 

- Tom Peterson 

POLAND 
Continued from page 96 

Central America made the governments 
allied with the United States look too 
good, too innocent. They also claimed that 
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MORE SOF BACK ISSUES ... 

••• STILL THREE FOR FREE 
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Techniques; Fighting for Keeps; My Fights Against Fidel. Cold 'Weather Operations; Escape & Evade from Angola. #67 May 1983: AKS-74; SOF Looks at LRRPs; CIA:s 
#22 August 1979: Mad Mike's Meres in the Congo; #42 April 1981: Afghanistan's 'Nlnter War; SAS at War Korean Caper. 
Saigon: The Toughest Beat in the Wlrld; Handgun in Malaya; Betrayal in North Korea. #68 June 1983: Appointment in Angola; USS Ranger, 
Stopping Power. #43 May 1981: Sex & Psywar; Marine Recon; SOF MX Peacekeeper. 
#23 September 1979: Wlr1d Practical Pistol Champion- Staffer Inside Afghanistan. #69 July 1983: Operation Hastings, RVN; Central 
ship; Duel of Master Snipers; South African Motorcycle #44 June 1981: SOG Special; PCM//MIAs in SE Asia; America - the War on Our Doorstep; Inside Free 
Troops. Angola. 
#24 October 1979: Whtte Devil of ...-----------------------------------.., #70 August 1983: Costa Rica; 
Mozambique; Sidewinder SMG; eon- SOF Back Issues, Dept. SF891 •P.O. Box 693 • Boulder, CO 80306 Falkland War 'Weapons; Ivan's 
tact Lenses for Shooters. S Sen ) Armory. 
#25 November 1979: Chopper Jobs; YE ' d me (Write In Issue Numbers: #71 September 1983: Crisis in 

Nicaragua: The End; In Memoriam: 1st Issue #-----$5.00 2nd Issue #-----$5.00 3rd Issue #-----$5.00 Central America; Correspondent 
Col. "Bull' Simons; Return to Parris 4th Issue #-----$5.00 5th Issue #-----$5.00 6th Issue #-----$5.00 Httches Up 'Nlth the Cavalry in II 
Island. Corps; Soviet RPK-74. 
#26 December 1979: Korean Com- 7th Issue #-----ZREE 8th Issue #-----ZREE 9th Issue #-----ZREE #72 October 1983: SOF Goes 
bat of Nerves; SOF with Border Pa- 10th Issue #-----$5.00 11th Issue #-----$5.00 12th Issue #-----$5.00 to the Movies _ The Final 

trot ; Strategist Plots WWlll. D I Have Enclosed $30 For g Issues (a $45 Value) Option and Blue Thunder, Rich-
#27 January 1980: Stakeout : DI Have Enclosed $45For12 Issues and a Binder (a $70 Value) ard M. Nixon on El Salvador; 
Rizzo"s Raiders; Field Gear Needs D I Have Enclosed $ For The Issues Indicated Above ($5 each) Korea Waits for War. 
Face Lift; Cobray School. Fon>lgnOnlersAdd:S3lor 1stlssue;$1 EachAdd"l.luue. #73 November 1983: SOF 
#28 February 1980: Shootout: .45 Visa or Mastercard Orders: Number Joins Marines in Lebanon; Bob 
vs. 9mm; Only U.S. PCM/ to Escape Denard, Master Mere; Yanks in 

DBeurne.ngts. SE Asian War; Soviet Black Exp. Date: ___ ........,$ignature Honduras. 
#74 December 1983: SOF Ex­

#29 March 1980: Soviet Nuclear Name elusive Reports on War Around 
Plans; 'West Germany's GSG 9; 'Nill ------------------------------- the Wlrld From Afghanistan to 
IA?lunteer Army Fight? Angola. 
#30 April 1980: Texas Airborne NG; 
SOF Interviews Afghan Rebel City, State, Zip 
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ttEARD TttE 
"EWS? 
Then read what's beina said about the CZ-99, 
the new, world-class 9mm DA pistol 
from Zastava, Yuaoslavia: 

" ... this is a well-made, strong, 
reliable, and accurate pistol with 

an amalgamation of the Best Features 
of the best service 9mm's." 

GUNS & AMMO, March, '91 

" . .. the pistol proved unusually easy and 
pleasant to use" and "Recoil and muzzle jump 

are very soft, making fast repeat shots a snap. " 

AMERICAN RIFLEMAN, February, '91 

"It is very well made, accurate, and reliable . . . " and 
". . . has all the desirable features of a defensive auto 
pistol . . . " 

PETERSEN'S HANDGUNS, Spring '91 

"The CZ-99 performed well, digesting evetything it was fed - from 100-grain 
Hornady FMJs to Blue Tip 158-grain Uzi FMJs - with 100 percent reliability." 

COMBAT HANDGUNS, April, '91 

" .. . a truly benchmark design. " 
AMERICAN FIREARMS INDUSTRY, April '90 

". . . one of the most exciting prospects in a pistol to come along in quite an age. " 

GUN WEEK, August, 1990 

"This new 9mm pistol gobbled up all types of ammunition" and "I was amazed 
at this pistol's accuracy with only 4-114 inches of barrel." 

GUN WORLD, February '91 

"Accurate, reliable, and loaded with small but important features not found on 
the numerous competing designs. " 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, January '91 

NOW IN .40 S & W! 

The CZ-99 is imported exclusively by T -D Arms and distributed by: 
T-0 Arms Nationwide Sports BRNO USA Inc. Nationwide West 
30464 23-Mile Rd. 70 James Way 19800 Center Ridge Rd. 1460 Linda Way 
New Baltimore, Ml 48047 Southampton, PA 18966 Rocky River, OH 44116 Sparks, NV 89431 
Tel. 313-949-1890 Tel. 215-322-2050 Tel.800-323-{)645 Tel. 702-358-2054 
FAX 313-949-1989 FAX 215-322-5972 FAX 216-331-3579 FAX 702-358-2093 

D T-D ARMS ltd. 
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the image portrayed of the Soviet military 
made their soldiers look too loyal, too 
invincible. What did they like most about 
the magazine? Coverage of the SOF 
Convention in Las Vegas was the 
unanimous reply. 

Out of curiosity, I asked them about an 
article I had written on Soviet incursions 
into Alaska. Though they had not seen the 
article, they replied that "of course" the 
Soviets are interested in Alaska. "They 
have a very good arctic capability - better 
than the Americans, I believe,'' Mamczur 
said. 

"American early warning radar is based 
in Alaska. What better place to train Soviet 
long-range reconnaissance teams in 
sabotage on foreign territory? It's a part of 
Spetsnaz training to successfully infiltrate 
an enemy's territory. Alaska is so close to 
Siberia, with a coastline that is impossible 
to guard. Have Soviet Spetsnaz been in 
Alaska? It's a silly question you ask." 

Good-Bye ... For Now 

As I prepared to leave, all three men 
spoke of how anxious the 6th Brigade is to 
test its skills against Western forces in 
friendly competition, particularly against 

We're free to 
make changes 

now. 
U.S. Special Forces. They are proud of 
their brigade but openly admit that being 
denied resources and access to Western 
ways by the Soviets for so many years has 
prevented them from developing a fighting 
force worthy of their new national pride. 

Sokol and Mamczur offered to host a 
future SOF Convention in Krakow, or 
sponsor an SOF jump tour with the 
brigade. "We know," Mamczur said, "it 
would be of interest for you Americans, 
former military people, to come jump with 
us, earn our brigade jump wings, and train 
alongside our best troops. In return, we 'd 
like to pick your brains about what you 
think of our training, our troops. We're 
free to make changes now. We need some 
critical review of our forces from the 
outside, from people who know." 

That's an offer too good to refuse. Can 
you imagine what Poland's former Soviet 
goon-handlers would think of SOF' s 
annual pugil stick competition being held 
in Krakow? Of the firepower demo? Of Bo 
and the girls? Of Master Blaster John 
Donovan? Who better than Robert K. 
Brown to show the free Poles how free 
men play? How 'bout it, Bob? 

Tom Bates, a former SOF editor, has 
traveled widely in the USSR and countries 
of the former Warsaw Pact - before and 
after the rusting away of the Iron Curtain. 
He is now president of Profit magazine, a 
journal serving the new entrepreneurs of 
former Warsaw Pact nations.~ 
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3&-40 SURAWONG ROAD 

•ntl02l 

BANGKOK 

P.O. Box 693 DEPT 8-91 
Boulder, CO 80306 USA 

Call Toll-Free:Mastercard.VISA or COD 
orders:1 -800-323-1776.0perator 131. 
For FAX orders: (303) 444-5617. Cus­
tomer Service: (303) 449-3750. 

PAYMENT:_VISNMC _ CHECK _ COD 
CARD#~---------~ 
EXP~----------~ 
NAME~---------­
ADDRESS~---------
CITY ___ _ 

ITEM NO. SIZE PRICE 

SUB TOTAL 
P&H 

3.7% Sales Tax !Colo. Resldenls) 

TOTAL 
T-Shi1l Siles s. M. L. XL. $1 .00 C•l •a '"'XXL. 

, AddS3.00for firs! itcmorderedplusS1.00per each 
additional item for postage and handling. Overseas 
orders Bdd 40%: AllCMI 4·6 weeks for delivery. L---------



FULL AUTO 
Continued from page 22 

weapon. Each time you fire, the timer 
will simultaneously record and display 
the shot number, split time between 
shots and total time. When you com­
plete your string just press the review 
key to see the time information for 
each shot. It can also provide you with 
a stop (par) beep for fixed time runs 
and dry firing . You can use the 
"Keyed" beep function to improve your 
tactical reload times and the "Bench­
mark" beep function to simulate mov­
ing targets. 

If you practice self-defense shooting 
as much as you should, unless you're 
Daddy Warbucks, you reload, and 
when utilized in its chronograph mode, 
the PACT MKlll is a perfect comple­
ment to your Dillon progressive re­
loader. For this you will need a set of 
M5 skyscreens and glint guards at 
$69.95 and a skyscreen bracket at 
$24.95. After you've plugged the sky­
screen detectors into the start and stop 
jacks on the back of the unit, each time 
you fire a shot past the skyscreens the 
display will indicate the shot number 
and the average velocity of all rounds 
fired up to that point. 

Any anomalous shot can be deleted 
from the summary by pushing the 

"LAP NO" key, erasing it from the 
computer's memory. When you have 
completed the string, the PACT MKlll 
will display a statistical summary of all 
shots fired. Successively pushing the 
"RVW" key will provide the following 
information: high and low velocities 
and their shot numbers, standard devi­
ation in both fps and the coefficient of 
variation percentage, mean absolute 
deviation in fps and its percentage of 
the average velocity, extreme spread 
and average velocity. IPSC competi­
tors can also use the PACT MKlll to 
compute the power factor of their 
loads. All of this information can also 
be preserved by means of the infrared 
printer. 

I use the PACT MKlll as a cyclic rate 
counter, action shooting timer and 
chronograph. When all of its capabili­
ties are thus utilized, it represents an 
incredible value.~ 

MILITARIA 
Continued from page 101 

intriguing fireanns were included in the 
Colombian arms deal. Not the least of 
interest to collectors is the Winchester 
Model 61, a nifty little .22 rim fire 
slide-action rifle. Its feeding system was 

close to perfect as the cartridge rim was 
guided up a T-slot in the bolt face from the 
time it left the tubular magazine until it 
was chambered. It was manufactured from 
1932 to 1963 and the specimens I observed 
were all close to collector-grade. 

I also looked at some Remington Model 
513 T "Matchmaster" and Model 513 S 
"Sporter" .22 LR bolt-action rifles with 
six-round detachable box magazines. Long 
discontinued, this series was first 
introduced in 1940. There are also a 
number of Colt Woodsman .22 LR 
semiauto pistols, about half of which are 
the Match Target model. 

There was a crate of INDUMll, 12 
gauge single-barrel, break-open shotguns 
and even some French Model 1874 Gras 
rifles. Chambered for the 1 lx59R Gras 
cartridge, the Model 1874 was no more 
than the Chassepot - a bolt-action needle 
gun - modified to fire a metallic center 
fire cartridge. The 1 lmm Gras cartridge, 
with a 385-grain (no larger than normal for 
this time frame) lead projectile, had an 
amazing lifespan, as the last order received 
by the manufacturer, Gevelot, came from 
Yemen in 1955. 

Several warehouses at the Springfield 
Sporters site are filled with nothing but 
militaria and inert ordnance from 
Colombia. How about an inert mortar for 
your living room? An 81mm British 
Stokes-Brandt complete with a full set of 
accessories, 30mm subcaliber device, base 

The Leader in Surveillance and 
Detection Technology 

AN/PVS.78 
Mono-Tube 

Goggle 

$405000 

Night Vision. o, n, & 
III Gen.) 

AN/PVS-4 Weapon Sight 
$285000 New with excellent 

condition intensifier 

SC/Stano-500 
Pocketscope 

NVG-500 
Starlight Goggles 

New$530000 
$305000 

AN/PVS-28 Weapon Sight 
$169500 Plus$100.for 

weapon mount. 

STANO Components 
P.O. Box 2048 • Carson City, Nevada 89702 

(702) 246-5281 I (702) 246-5283 I Fax (702) 246-5211 
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SEISMIC 
Intrusion. Detection. 

STANO TRC-3 
Wireless-Intrusion Device 

$47500 

Wire-Intrusion Device 

$27500 

With Zoom Monocular 

$169500 
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Plan your family vacation now ... 

Soldier of Fortune's East Coast Convention/EXPO 

Action for the Whole Family 
March 13-15, 1992, Orlando, Florida 

What could be more 
perfect for your family 's 
action-packed vacation 
than the SOP Convention/ 
EXPO in sunny Orlando, 
home to Disney World and 
great poolside relaxation? 

Our readers have long 
been asking us for a Convention/EXPO on the East 
Coast. In response, we've put together a very 
special adventure for the whole family: 

• EXPO located in the 
Orange County Conven­
tion and Civic Center-a 
man's paradise of hundreds 
of exhibits where you can 
see-and in most cases 

buy-the latest in paramilitary weaponry, ammo, 
equipment, gear, and merchandise. 

• Lush hotel swimming pools and glorious 
shopping malls for pampered relaxation. 

• Excitement and fun-filled days at Disney 
World, Sea World, Epcot, and Universal Studios. 

•Evening activities include a Friday barbecue 
with great en-
tertainment 
and a Satur­
day banquet 
with a special, 
surprise guest 
speaker. 

•Seminars 
on interesting 
topics by ex­
pert speakers. 

•Opportu­
nities to make 
new friends. 
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This unique SOP Con­
vention/EXPO offers edu­
cation and adventure for 
your family. Don't miss it! 
Where else would you 
rather be in mid-March than 
in sunny Orlando, Florida? 

You'll enjoy the con­
veniences we've included for you: a free shuttle be­
tween the EXPO and the SOP Headquarters at the 
Orlando Marriott 
on International 
Drive, free park­
ing for EXPO visi­
tors, bar and food 
service in the 
EXPO, and chil­
dren under 16 al­
lowed in with par­
ent. Plan now to 
attend to get the 
best rates on rooms 
and airfares. Don't delay. Rooms will fill up fast. 

Register before Jan. 31, 1992 for the special 
price of $100. (After this date - $125 .) SOP 1992 
Orlando Convention/EXPO, P.O. Box 693, Boul­
der, CO 80306. Or call (303) 449 - 3750. 

,----~GISTRATIO~ORM ____ I 
I 0 YES! Here is my registration for the SOF 1992 Orlando I 
I Convention/ EXPO. ($100 before Jan. 31. 1992-$125 after.) I 
I Method of payment: 0 Check 0 VISA 0 Mastercard I 

: CREDIT CARD I II 

I 
EXP DATE I OF PEOPLE A TIEN DING I 
NAME_~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

1 ADDRESS I 

I CITY STATE ZIP I 
I Mail To: SOF 1992 Orlando Convention ear Registration, I 
L ____ PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 803~ ____ _J 
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U.S. Navy SEAL Print 
by Max Crace 

' ' \ /-·,,, 

1l1is striking print from Ma~ Grace. co-author of Vi­
sions, shows a U.S. Navy Seal . Authentic from his Viern:un 
Pat tern Tigers to his Stoner Weapon Sys1em. TI1e first 250 
prints are Limi ted Edi tions. Signed and numbered by lhe 
an ist. Limited Edi tions are printed on museum quality 
paper. I T x 22" 
CP-8LE (Limited Edition) .......................... $49.95 
CP-8LEF (Framed Lim. Ed. ) ................. $150.00 

U.S. Navy SEAL Combat Manual 
This is i1, rhecombat ··Bible·· for the U.S. N:l\)' SEAL ·s. 

TI1ese men lrn\'e a reput3tion as some of Aml!rica 's tough­
est. 111ey have 10 be since tl.1ey are specialists in 1l1erleadly 
arts of specu1J warfare - 1r.'UI1ed 10 att a<.·k from hml, se:t or 
a ir. This is the la t ~t :w:-ii lable edition wirh a11 itm:1Zing 
amount of i11fon11 ation on evel)1lh i11g fom1 us ing :t h:u1d­
held sonar to sentry srnlki ng acd blowin t: up anyth i11 g the 
enerny can build. S '/:"xi J" , 140 pp. illus., soft ro\'er. 

Order No. C-56 ......................... ................ $19.95 
UDT/SEAL Operations in Vietnam 
111is books tells rJ1 e inside story nf the Under W:iter 

Demolil ion Teams & SEAL' s during 1he viein:un war. 
Wrinen by an ac:t ive duty SEAL Orticer. 156 pages, HC. 
Order No. C-692 ................ .......................... $24.95 

Navy T-Shirt, Sweat Shirt 
~·",_, , _ ~ and Cap 
'·· f~f'..fr~· .:;-:.;, :..... . High qua.lity 50150 blend wil l 
· .,: ~··'!T,~fi-./t,'..··~::.., give years of long wear .1nd gook 

• ' "'·' .... ,,, I k T SJ . SJ I d ~YfJ2f"t.~~:< '.'\.. oo ·s. · urt 1s 1o r1 s eeve an 
<::1 ;;(;~ .... ~· Swe.;t ~hins are long s.lee,:e. ·~1 e 

· · Se.-1! f ndent and lertcrmg 1s silk· 
SEAL'S scr~ned in go ld on blue shirts. 

S. M. L. XL& XXL 
T-S hirl No. T-52 (S.M.L,X L) . ........ SlJ.95 .. . Add S2 fo r XXL 
Swc-a t ShirlNo. SW-52 (S.~1 .L.Xl..) ... $19.95 .. Add S2 for XXL 
Cap No. CAP-52 (one .size (its all ).. ........ . .. .. ...... .$9.9:\ 

Patches & Pins 

SEAL Ttidonl-Palch No. L-251 ( 6'/,'') .. ........ .... . $9.75 
SEAL Team 1- Palch No. K-006(.''h" l ........ ......... $5.95 
SEAL Team 2-Patch No. K-070(4"1 .................... $5.95 
SEAL Toam .'-Palch No. K-238(4") ................. .. . $5.95 
SEAL Team 4--Palch No. K-!29(4"1 .......... .......... $6.95 
SEAL Team S.-Patch No. K-146(.''h"l ..... ............ $5.95 
SEAL Team 6-Palch No. M-846(4") ...... ............. $6.95 

The following items are also ava ilable. but not sho,m. 
SEAL Beret Flash-Patch No. K-326 (Blk/Gld) ............... . Sl.95 
SEAL Beret Flash-Patch No. K-291 (BluelGld) ...... ........ $4.95 
Underwater Demolilion Team 22-Patch No. M-7J9 .. ..... .$.S.9S 
Unduwate-r Demolition Patch - Palrh No. K-177 ...... . - . .S.S.95 
UDTVeteran- Pal<'h No. K-218 ... .... ..... - .... .... ................... $5.95 
Naval Spec Warfare Tea m 2- PatC'h No. M-7.19 .......... ..... $S.9S 
Na\lal SeciaJ Warfare G roup - Patch No. K-.1S5 ...... ... .... .$S.9S 
SEAL Trident Lapel Pi n No. M.060 (Gold tone) ........... .. .. S7.95 
SEAL Trident Lapel Pin No. K-270 {S ilver lone) .............. $7.95 

:::·:· SEAL Team J Lapel Pin-Pan No. K-212 ......... .... ..... Sl.95 

... _"""'AM""" . . """'. $."""•."""'~"""' .. -. ...... """'&:"""'1m-~"""'mi-t6."""'· ·"""'fil1"""·'fil'ii-et:"""· s:"'-" ... = - . . :sma:Cfif.4'k::!ir~--.::orawlim·-- · ·--... 
CREDIT: GARDOltDERS ONL¥filiU ooi . DELTA PRESS 
· .......... .. . · : ~;.;.,: ·. · . ,;,.. · · · P.O. Box 1625 Dept SOFS I 

.:.:·.,:::.:.:... : ·.'~:un+ .. ume · .· OEALERS El Dorado, AR. 717.H . 
. ·. : .. · .. ;·:::· : : · . · ·· · · :1\,0:~ ~ · · . . INQUJRES ... 

...... :: .. ·· ::: .. : :· · ·~ -:~· : . .' · ~ . . WELCOM • For a BO page Color · · 
::·.:·:::·~fl~ .. Q~·Ciiff 1~1~%4.~ ·. ·. Catalog Send S3 oo £ 
t};:;\:;:;:;::::J!':~J~~ij~ijij~Jfit~~JAJ~~~1,{:;:;:; :·:·:·:·:·:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::.:::::: .. . FREE WITH ORDER .. ·:·:-:-

8350 North 7th Street, SF -8 
Phoenix, Arizona 85020 

plate and bipod - all in a wooden chest 
- can be yours for $900. A 60mm Stokes­
Brandt mortar is $600 with accessories and 
U.S. 60mm Ml9 with subcaliber device 
goes for $700. Inert 8lmm practice rounds 
of two types are available, as are inert U.S. 
M31 practice rifle grenades, new, 
unprimed 75mm Bofors brass shell casings 
(tube of two for $10) and Ml2Al heavy 
antitank practice mines. 

There are crates upon crates of leather 
cartridge pouches, oilers, cleaning rods 
and brushes, combo tools, broken case 
extractors, M7 A3 grenade launchers for 
the Ml Garand, MlA2 rifle grenade 
adapters for the U.S. Mk2, '98 Mauser 
bayonets of almost every variation, 
Madsen M53 SMG parts and magazines, 
FN M52 R-75 and Danish Madsen-Saetter 
machine gun tripods, gas masks, 
observation telescopes, USN and bronze­
framed International Flare Signal Div., 
Kilgore Inc. flare pistols, and Thompson 
SM Gs sans the barrel and receiver. The list 
goes on almost ad infinitum. It would 
literally takes years to prowl through every 
packing crate in Springfield Sporters seven 
warehouse buildings. 

Logistics involved in mov ing a 
shipment of thi s size are almost 
overwhelming. Importers of surplus 
military equipment must be more efficient 
and cost effective than the governments 
with whom they are dealing, as their 
operating expenses must be added to the 
price paid for the material itself and will be 
reflected in the final price charged to the 
consumer. 

At $280 each the Ml Garands offered 
by Springfield Sporters are about half what 
specimens of lesser quality were selling 
for less than a year ago. That is 
commentary enough on Bill Rodgers' 
operation . 

GARAND 
BIB LIOG RAP HY 

Those interested in shooting and/or collect­
ing the U.S. Rifle Semiautomatic Caliber .30 
M1 require detailed information concerning 
its operation, production history and main­
tenance. The following five references pro­
vide essential information for serious buffs 
of this superb battle rifle . 

A Collector's Guide to the M1 Garand 
and the M1 Carbine. By Bruce N. Canfield. 
1988. Andrew Mowbray Inc. Dept. SOF, PO 
Box 460, Lincoln, RI 02865. 154 pages. 
Illustrated. Hard cover $35, or soft cover 
$20 + $3 .50 p&h each. A basic introduction 
to the M1 Garand (and .30 M1 Carbine as 
well) w ith excellent close-up and historical 
photos. 

The M1 Garand of World War II. By Scott 
A. Duff. 1987. 77 pages. Illustrated. $9.95 + 
$1 .75 p&h. Important information on identi­
fication of parts and their evolution and 
series production with serial numbers. 

The M1 Garand: Post World War II. By 
Scott A. Duff. 1989. 139 pages. Illustrated. 
$17.95 + $3 p&h. Production , deliveries and 
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serial numbers of Korean War-era M1 
Garands. Good photography of small parts. 
Historical photos with emphasis on produc­
tion facilities and equipment. 

Both of the above, which contain infor­
mation not found in any other reference, are 
avai lable from Scott A. Duff, Dept. SOF, PO 
Box 414, Export, PA 15632. 

The Book of The Garand. By Major 
General Julian S. Hatcher. 1948. 293 
pages. Illustrated. Reprinted by the Gun 
Room Press. Rutgers Book Center, Dept. 
SOF (catalog $1), 127 Raritan Avenue, 
Highland Park, NJ 08904. $24.95 + $1.95 
p&h. A classic gun book. Covers the history 
of early military semiautomatic rifles, devel­
opment of the Garand and its rivals, func­
tioning, operation, maintenance, match 
shooting and the M1 Rifle in action during 
WWII. Unfortunately, most production infor­
mation was still classified at the time of its 
writing. 

Ordnance Tools, Accessories & Ap­
pendages of the M1 Rifle. By Billy Pyle . 
1988. 203 pages. Profusely illustrated. G&S 
Publications, Dept. SOF, PO Box 34005, 
Houston, TX 77234-4005. $23.95, including 
p&h. Photographs of every accessory, mu­
nition and piece of equipment ever fie lded 
for the M1 Garand, including bayonets, 
BFAs, web gear, optics, grenade launchers 
and rifle grenades, flash hiders, cleaning 
equipment, gages and training aids such as 
the bizarre "trigger squeeze convincer." A 
mind boggling compilation of Garand 
esoterica.~ 

PANAMA 
Continued from page 33 

country," their lieutenant explained. "We 
had been preparing for it for two years. We 
were prepared to counterattack with 
120mm mortars. We plotted Fort Clayton 
and other gringo military installations. We 
were going to wage guerrilla warfare 
without limits against the gringos: 
terrorism, taking hostages, everything. 

"I had received training in guerrilla 
warfare from the Sandinistas in Nicaragua. 
We knew we couldn't defeat the United 
States Army, but we thought if we made it 
really bloody for the gringos and caused 
them a lot of pain, public pressure in their 
own country would force them to 
pull out. " 

The lieutenant and his men insisted they 
would have carried out their plan had it not 
been for unidentified fifth columnists in 
the high command who treacherously 
recalled their key prepositioned armament, 
including mortars, .50 caliber machine 
guns and surface-to-air (SAM) missiles. 

The scores of police I interviewed were 
unhappy the United States resorted to 
remove Noriega by an invasion that 
humiliated them and killed and wounded 
so many innocent civilians instead of 
choosing another, less destructive, method 
to bring the dictator to justice. 

" They should have used the CIA to get 
him," was a common criticism. But they 
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DO YOU OWN ANY SEMI-AUTOMATIC 
WEAPONS ON THIS LIST? 

AR 15 & CAR 15 BEAETIA AA 70 MAC 11/9 
ARMALITE AR 180 FAL TEC 9 
AK 47 CONFIGURATION MINI 14 TEC 22 
SKS TYPE 56 MINI 30 HK 91, 93, 94 

MIA 
30 CARBINE 
DAEWOO KI . K2 

11 you do. have you considered converting 10 FULL AUTOMATIC SELECT 
FIRE but red tape or jai1 time got in the way? And have you wanted 10 
" Rock 'n Row· and bought toys with cranks. levers. or three bursts that 
didn't work! WELL, the HELL -FIRE .. trigger actuation system is here! 
You won't ever find anything closer to a selecl-fire conversion. BATF 
approved and legal. "1••• How the HELL·FfRE ... system works: When the unit is installed behind 

" your trigger (in seconds.) it can be micro adjusted to create a ''sla!ic'' con­

SEND YOUR NAME. ADDRESS AND QUANTITY DESIRED TO: 

dition. This condition is offset when you pull your gun's trigger and 
counlered by the bolt action. You actually will "FEEL" the trigger move 
againsl your linger at the same rate your gun would ftre ii it were con· 
verted lo fu ll automatic. More than anything else lhe HELL -FIRE trig· 
ger actuation system works! 

Please Send Me _ _ HELL-FIRE. Systems at s29•s ea 
'41irri.... I' CASHIER'S CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 

I ~ PERSONAt CHECKS DELAYS ORDER 

HEU-RRE SYSTEMS INC. 
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WORKS ON DRUG ADDICTS - PSYCHOTICS -
MUGGERS - EVEN DOGS 
AND DRUNKS! 
STOPS ATIACKERS UP TO 
15 FEET AWAY WITH A 
4 FOOT WIDE SPRAY! 
ONE SINGLE BLAST FROM THE 
PROTECTOR BRINGS A GROWN 
MAN TO HIS KNEES YET IS SAFER 
AND FAR SUPERIOR TO MACE! 
e HIGH-COMPRESSION, WIDE-ANGLE SPRAY -

can be used for up to 5 years! 
e CAUSES NO PERMANENT DAMAGE OR INJURY ...:..._ 

fully tested, proven safe! 
IT LOOKS LIKE YOU'RE HOLDING A PERFUME SPRAYER .. 
but when danger threatens , the touch of your finger INSTANT­
LY produces a BLAST of man-stopping spray- that can save 
you from robbery or attack ... AND EVEN SAVE YOUR LIFE! 

A MUST FOR COLLEGE STUDENTS ON CAMPUS .. . 
MOTHERS WITH YOUNG CHILDREN ... WORKING WOMEN 
WHO TRAVEL ALONE .. . SHOPPERS IN PARKING LOTS .. . 
ANYONE WHO WANTS TO FEEL SAFE & PROTECTED! 

In today's age of robbery, rape and random gang attacks, I 
"THE PROTECTOR" can keep you out of danger! And rt's not I 
just for women - men will use it to safeguard their loved I 
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'All daims are based on tests done on magnum si1e ~ctured in ad. 

(the protector contains tear 
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fls you know there is no guarantee that any personal protection 
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Respectfully, SGT. BEN MANCE 
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THE OFFICIAL SOF 

Operation Desert Storm 
Show Your Support! 
Wear these T-shirts and remind 
people of our men and 
women in Saudi Arabia. 
Or send one to a soldier 
on the desert sands. 

#1042: White 
#1043: OD Green 
#1044: Black (front only) 

T-SHIRT SIZES 
S,M,l,Xl 
$12.95 
$1.00 extra for XXL 

#1037 Desert Shield.white. 
$9.95 #1038 OS tan. $9.95 

#9490 10,000 miles. a real 
SOF favorite, white. $10.95 

IN CANADA 
MWllO'.HTO. IOll! ·~Sl 
HIM:ll100,!IBER1A Jl'ljffi 
IID\!~il1tlFJ:J.~illi 

#t040 Saudi Yach! Club, 4 
colors on while. 50/50. $10.95. 
#t04t 100% cotton. $12.95 

T-SHIRTS 

#1045: White 

T-SHIRT SIZES 
S,M,L,XL 
$10.95 
$2.00 extra for XXL 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 

SOF EXCHANGE 
PO Box 693, Dept. 8/91, Boulder, CO 80306 USA 

Call Toll-Free: Mastercard, VISA or COD orders: 
1-800-323-1776, Operator 131 . 

For FAX orders: (303) 444-5617 
Customer Service: (303) 449-3750 

PAYMENT: VISA _M/C __ CHECK _COD 
CARD # EXP. ___ _ 

SIGNATURE~-------------­

NAME ~--------------­
ADDRESS --------------~ 
CITY ______ STATE ZIP __ _ 

QTY. ITEM NO. SIZE PRICE 

SUB TOTAL 
P&H 

3.7% Sales Tax (CO Residents) 
TOTAL 

Add $3.00 for firs! ilem ordered. plus Sf.00 per each addilional ilem for 
postage and handling. Overseas orders add 40%. Allow 4·6 weeks for delivery. 
Colorado residents add 3.7% sales tax. 



JEFF COOPER'S 

AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE 

••• THE CRISIS MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS"• 
Take the init iative and dominate your envi­
ronment. Train with the professionals at 
API. Learn modern weaponcraft: practical 
shooting, skillful gunhandling, mental con­
ditioning and applicable tactics with Jeff 
Cooper and the incomparable API staff. 
Consider the API Advantage: 

• We originated and have continuously evolved 
modern small arms techniques. 

• We offer courses in rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
(machine pistol by departmental arrangement) 
for every level-introductory, refresher, 
remedial , intermediate, and advanced. 

• Our curricula are based on extensive research 
into smallarms conflict, both in the past and 
as now occurring. We teach what happens. 

• Our student-teacher ratio is three-to-one on 
the range and one-to-one in tactical simulation. 

• We are a complete private smallarms training 
facility, encompassing over twenty firing 
ranges and indoor/outdoor tactical simulators, 
plus gunsmithing services on the premises. 

• We also provide off-campus and customized 
courses for military, government, law enforce­
ment and private audiences, anywhere in 
the free world. 

WE ARE "THE FIRST WITH THE MOST" 
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For more information about courses 
and current scheduling, write: 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
P.O. BOX 401-S 

PAULO EN, ARIZONA 86334 

harbored no grudges against Americans as 
a people. In fact, they spoke very highly of 
their American law enforcement 
instructors and the courses they 
administered. 

Typical of sentiments expressed by 
fonner PDF members, Public Force Cpl. 
Roque Maconi told me as he took a rest 
outside the gate of an American National 
Guard base that he guarded on the 
Caribbean coast: " We were fighting for 
Panama, for patriotic reasons, not so much 
for Noriega. 

"We've Always Been Friends" 

''I have nine years of service [first in the 
PDF and now the Public Force J and nine 
years working in conjunction with you 
[Americans]. For I worked together with 
the American military police and we've 
always gotten along wonderfully. Even 
through all that crisis we passed, we 've 
always been friends.'' 

Military Police Capt. Roger Fleer of the 
Missouri National Guard echoed this 
sentiment. "Our relationship with the 
Panamanians has been great, " he said after 
greeting the Panamanian corporal. 

If only all Panamanians could be 
friendly between themselves. 

Reshaping the anny of a brutal tyrant 
into a civilian police force sensitive to the 
rights of both suspects and the community 
is painful. 

"This is a transitional period," Asvat 
emphasized, referring to the Public Force. 
''We are going through a very traumatic 
internal transition. We are also trying to 
complete a process of demilitarization. We 
are trying to bring new blood into this 
institution. This is a project. You cannot 

1 
say if it is successful or not in two or three 
months. This is going to take five years. " 

Panama will probably have to rely on 
fonner Noriega soldiers for its public 
security much longer than that, given the 
slow, methodical pace of training fresh 
recruits. In the beginning quarter of this 
year, police point out, the first class of new 
blood - 228 cadets - graduated from a 
16-week basic course at the new Police 
Academy, established last September at 
Gamboa in the canal area with support 
from the U.S. Justice Department. 

Last year, a cadre of 48 second 
lieutenants were commissioned after 
graduating from an eight-week Basic 
Police Officer Training Course at the 
Federal Law Enforcement Training Center 
in Glynco, Georgia, according to the U.S. 
Justice Department. 

Training future law enforcement 
personnel is very important. But if today's 
police don't receive the respect they 
desperately are struggling to earn, it may 
be a long time before Panama can bring its 
crime problem under control. 

Note: Wire service dispatches have 
reported the Panamanian police chief was 
replaced in April fo llowing a break-up of 
the government coalition. While these 
reports didn't identify the police chief by 

I 
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"Lubricated and 
electronically tested condoms 
designed with the hardened 

veteran in mind" 

From its big muzzle to its tapered smooth bore, 
each Desert Shield Condom is designed to 
stand up under the heat of intense surface-to­
surface contact. Perfectly aerodynamic, this 
heat seeking missle finds its mark every 
time-and with no premature blow-ups. 

Each Desert Shield is individually electronically 
tested to ensure reliability-protects like heavy 
armor when the shooting starts. Also, they're 
coated with a non-irritating lubricant to 
facilitate breaching operations. 

Quality, superfine latex 
condoms-great for laughs, parties, 

gifts, and friends. 

Design and text as shown on box. 

----------TO ORDER: {Eac~~~~~~~;ains) 
3 packs @ $9.95 x __ Qty = $ ___ _ I 

I I 1 o pack @$24.95 x __ Qty = $ ___ _ 

6.5% Sales Tax ( CA. residents)$ I I 
I 
I 
I 

Total$ I 
Enclose personal check, M.O., or cashier's 
check - NO CASH I 

I Name 

I Address 

I City State Zip 

To: Big Star Concepts, Inc. 
P.O. Box 1857 I 
Monterey, CA 93940 

I 
I 
I 

I Please allow 2 - 3 weeks delivery. I 
1 0 Check here for retailer or distributor information I .._. _________ ... 
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A.R.M.S. Scope Mounts - When it's all on the line, only the best will do! 
A.R.M.S. Scope Mounts and Rings are built to exacting NATO Mil.-Spec. 
standards and are used by U.S. and Allied military forces the world over. 

AR-15A1/A2 see-thru universal scope mount ............................. # 2190 ....... $59.95 
HK-91/93/94 see-thru universal scope mount {black) .... ............. #10130 ..... $165.00 
HK-91/93/94 see-thru universal scope mount (stainless) ........... #10131 ..... $205.00 
FN-FAL LAR standard scope mount (replaces dust cover) ........ #15101 ....... $98.00 
FN-FAL PARA standard scope mount (replaces dust cover) ...... #15102 ..... $120.00 
M1A/M-14 scoi:ie mount foundation (use with #15113) .. .. ........... #15112 ..... $135.00 
Throw lever Q.D. univ. top scope mount (fits Weaver rail) .. .. ...... #15113 ..... $135.00 
Multi base Q.D. univ. top scope mount (fits Weaver rail) ............. #15103 ....... $42.00 
Throw lever Q.D. mount for AN/PVS-4 (fits Weaver mount) ....... #15115 ..... $150.00 
NATO STANAG steel 30mm scope rings (low, med. or high) ..... #15123 ....... $65.00 
1" adapter inserts for #15123 NATO STANAG scope rings .... .... #15118 ....... $29.95 

ll&iiiil!li1~?-~· ·liliffiITTilrr·rm"ff....61 NEW Leitz Wild Cat (Combat Acquisition & Targeting) 3.5X Scope: 
11' -- . · ;,111111111111111~ 

· • Developed for combat use and field tested by the Canadian Armed Forces 
• Q.D. Throw Lever mount for Weaver rail bases (fits A.R.M.S. universal top bases) 

Guaranteed to return to zero despite repeated detachment and reattachment to the weapon 
Mount incorporates windage & elevation adjustments and a range dial to 800 m for SS-109 ammo 
Replaceable green tritium light source to illuminate the reticle for superior low light gerformance 
Super tough w/rubber armor (drop tested 1.5 m onto concrete w/8 kg weapon) ... #WIL CAT ... $1, 195.00 

We handle a wide variety of accessories for AR-15's, 1911 type pistols, Ruger Mini-14/30's, Ruger 
10!22's, HK-91193194's, M-1 Carbines, AK's, SKS's, Uzi's, M1A 's, Contender's, AR-7's & Shotguns. 

Genuine Colt AR-15 4X quick detach scope w/integral see-thru mount ... ................... #2116 ... ... . $299.50 
Armson A.C.O.G. (Advanced Optical Combat Gunsight) 4 X 32 scope for AR-15 ...... #ACOG16 $695.00 
Armson Trijicon se1f-luminous Day/Night AR-15A2 front sight post .. ..... .. ................... #2224 .. ... .... $25.95 
Armson O.E.G. (Occluded Eyesight Gunsight) Day/Night sight for AR-15A 1/A2 ........ #3AR15 .. .. $219.00 
Cherokee Delta Cheekpiece for scoped AR-15A 1/A2 rifles (similar to Colt Delta) ...... #2189 ......... $75.00 
Colt AR-15 .22LR Conversion Kit (fire inexpensive .22LR ammo in your AR-15) ....... #R6222 .... $164.95 
Atchisson Mark Ill .22LR Conversion Kit for the AR-15 .............. ... .. .... ... ......... ............ #JC-15 ..... $139.00 
AR-15 Shotgun Combo Mount (attaches Rem. 870 or Moss. 500 under AR barrel) ... #M###15 .... $69.95 
Thermold AR-15 30rd. magazine (made of strong DuPont Zytel nylon) .. .... ..... .. ......... #2200 .. ....... $15.95 

These are only a few of the thousands of parts and accessories that we handle! 
Send $2.50 for our complete 100+ page catalogue. Dealer inquiries are welcomed. 

:r u onze . . . . VISA DELIVERY @ A th . d l··H·I == FED. EXPRESS 
Parts Distributor ,., ,., ,,. oNLY$3MORE 
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The Salute 
Continues: 

Our ''Remember 
Pearl Harbor'' 

Commemorative 
Open the solid oak display case 

and examine this limited-edition 
U.S. Navy 7" Mark 2 combat knife. 
The high-luster blued finish blade 

presents an 18 karat gold-inlay profile 
of the USS Arizona. It commemorates 

the servicemen of Pearl Harbor and 
America's entry into World War IL 

You're holding a rarity. The newest in 
our military commemorative series. 
Only 2000 will be made. And made 

with pride, by a company which made 
millions of combat knives for Amer.ica's 

servicemen during World War II. 

Camillus. Traditions and 
Innovations. 

Camillus Cullery Company 
Camillus, New York 13031 

name, it 's logical to believe it was Director 
Asvat. 

Steve Salisbury is SOF's Senior Foreign 
Correspondent. He lives in Guatemala and 
has filed numerous stories from Central 
and South America for SOF. ~ 

LOGISTICS 
Continued from page 79 

wash them and put them away for the next 
fire. That's what must be done in the 
coming months in Kuwait and Saudi 
Arabia. 

How long will it take to pack up and 
head home? General Tuttle thought it 
would take six months for the Anny to 
"regain its readiness." General Pagonis 
said the heavy combat power should be out 
of Saudi Arabia in a few months. Remov­
ing stores of ammunition may take longer. 

Pagonis hopes his team of logisticians 
can be home by Christmas.~ 

SPEC OPS 
Continued from page 59 

One other team ran into difficulty when 
it was discovered by a little girl. Although 
they knew their secrecy was blown, they 
held fire - how can you shqot a child? A 
little later, the child came back with two 
men and pointed out the team's location. 
Once more the team held fire. 

A half hour later, a bus load of Iraqi 
troops showed up, and a brisk firefight 
developed. Fortunately, there were a lot of 
A-10 Warthogs and some Blackhawks on 
call, and these provided covering fire 
while the team was extracted. This was 
definitely a hot extraction - later, a 
Black.hawk pilot found where three 7.62 x 
39mm rounds had impacted on his seat 
armor. 

At least two other teams were 
discovered in the course of the first day 
and had to be extracted. Despite all this, 
Special Forces accomplished their 
mission, which was to determine how the 
Iraqi forces were reacting to the attack, and 
if they were moving. 

There were some key SpecOps lessons 
in the course of Desert Storm. One of them 
was that SpecOps isn't a mature 
component of the force. Although on a par 
with the other theater components -
Anny, Navy, Air Force and Marines - the 
SOCCENT commander was only a 
colonel. That makes things a little 
difficult, since the other service 
component commanders were all three­
buttons_ 

Another lesson was that logistics 
planning can be a real problem if not 
adequately prepared in advance. Some 
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SOCCENT staffers apparently expected 
support to appt:ar by magic, and had 
problems with the detailed procedures 
necessary to get support where it was 
needed, when it was needed. 

Finally, there was no clear anticipation 
of how cri tically important liaison officers 
and communications were going to be. The 
magnitude and importance of the FID 
missions with the Pan-Arab forces were 
completely underestimated. To the very 
end of the war, there was a constant 
scramble to keep up with the support 
requirements of teams in the field. 

Final Analysis: Not Enough To Go 
Around 

In the end, though, maybe the biggest 
problem was summed up by one Special 
Forces veteran, as he told of encountering 
a Marine unit that had walked up from 
Saudi Arabia, breached the Iraqi defenses 
by hand, then walked all the way to 
Kuwait City. 

They still had their basic load of 
ammunition, although they were down to 
one meal a day, having given most of their 
rations to surrendering Iraqis. ''They were 
pissed about the whole thing," he said, 
then paused for a moment, thinking. "The 
problem was, there just wasn't enough war 
to go around.'' 

Munremur MacGerrcinn, a military 
analy st and former infantry officer, is a 
frequent contributor to SOF.'9( 

YELLOW PRESS 
Continued from page 83 

particularl y harmed the B-2 Stealth 
bomber. A new study, "The B-2 and 
Network News," by Stephen Aubin of 
Boston University ' s Center for Defense 
Journalism, published by the Aerospace 
Education Foundation, accuses the TV 
networks of distorting news about the 
aircraft and misleading the public about 
the stakes involved in the decision to 
fund it. 

Aubin documents the familiar pattern of 
emphasizing images of high cost, failed or 
delayed test flights, defective parts and 
corrupt or incompetent defense 
contractors. When the aircraft had a 
successful test on 26 August 1989, only 
the " CBS Evening News" covered it, and 
with a brief report. 

Aubin writes, "In the case of the B-2, . 
any American who had the misfortune of 
getting all of his news from the networks 
would have no idea about how cost relates 
to its mission, the technological advances 
made, the links to arms control, or even 
some of the controversies surrounding its 
technical capabilities, like range and 
aerodynamics.' ' 

Bob Andrews, who fought in the battles 
for high-tech weapons over the years, has 
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A ~ig glass ~r a ~ig jo~. 
The Steiner 15x80 Observer. 
For border observation , security surveillance, 
or forward observation there is an increas­
ing need for a high power binocular 
with low light level operation capability. 
The Steiner 15x 80 Observer is the high power 
that is selected by armed forces and special 
operations groups worldwide. Built by Steiner, 
the 15x80 Observer uses many of the current 
U.S. Army's M-22 low light level capability 
features. The 15x 80 is now available with 
optional laser filter and compass or reticle 
systems. 

The Steiner 15x80 Observer is built in 
strict accordance to MIL-1-45208, the most 
uncompromising quality control specifi­
cation in the military optics business. 
For more information, contact Bert Fein, 
Director of Government Sales. 

S' EI N ER !he sh~rpest eyes 
in the field. 

U.S. Marketing Office: Pioneer 
Marketing and Research Inc., 216 
Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108. Phone 
1-(800) 257-7742 (In NJ (609) 854-2424). FAX: (609) 858-8695 

MIL-TIME@ THE SPECIALIST IN QUALITY 
MILITARY DESIGN WATCHES 

THE AMERICAN SERIES 

PRECISION WEST GERMAN QUARTZ ANALOG MOVEMENT WITH DATE DISPLAY • 
GOLD MODELS 18K GOLD PLATED• 12/24 HOUR MARKINGS• LUMINOUS HANDS 
AND HOUR INDICATORS • SOLID BRASS CASE • SHOCK AND MTER RESISTANT 
• STAINLESS STEEL BACK • SCRATCH RESISTANT MINERAL GLASS CRYSTAL • 
LEATHER BAND • Bl-DIRECTIONAL TIME RING BEZEL • LONGLIFE BATTERY • 
LIFETIME LIMITEDMRRANTY 

ACCURATE-RUGGED-HANDSOME 

MODELS AVAILABLE: MARINE CORPS (SHOWN) 
NAVY, AIR FORCE, 82ND AIRBORNE, 101 ST 
AIRBORNE, 1 ST CAVALRY, 7TH INFANTRY 
SPECIAL FORCES ABN, RANGERS 

SPECIAL OFFER 

$69.95 DESERT STORM 

VISNMC ORDER TOLL FREE 
1 -800-328-3227 
IN CA. 415-871-6726 

OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TO 
MIL-TIME 
456 SAN MATEO AVENUE, SUITE 1 
SAN BRUNO, CA 94066 
ALL ORDERS ADD $3.50 (CAN. $7.00) S/H 
CA. ADD $5.07 TAX 
NO EXTRA S/H-TO OVERSEAS MILITARY 
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said, "The people who write about 
weapons systems should be as accountable 
as the people who build and use them.' ' On 
that basis, our troops, the Pentagon and the 
defense contractors who supplied them 
should be hailed with flying colors. But 
many reporters deserve a dishonorable 
discharge. 

Reprinted courtesy of Accuracy in Media, 
Reed Irvine, Editor.'?( 

PECK 
Continued from page 105 

door was the only way to get any attention 
on the actual charges. There had already 
been several attempts to bring these issues 
to the attention of the DIA, and to get some 
action on them, but to absolu tely no avail. 
It was as if the topic had never even been 
mentioned. '' 

Was there a deliberate effort to sweep 
these charges under the rug, or to write 
them off as the ranting of an overworked 
zealot? 

According to the source, it was already 
well known that the POW/M IA shop was 
a source of great frustration to previous 
occupants of the top slot. When Peck took 
over the job, he was serious about 
fulfilling the mandate to gather 
intelligence data on live -sightings of 
American POWs. 

Realizing that many compelling cases 
exist from previous U.S. wars, Peck took 
his mandate to extend beyond the Vietnam 
War. 

The Best Laid Plans 

"My plan was to study Korea and 
World War II, and put together a group to 
travel where they had to," said Peck. "I 
wanted to put all that information together 
and start tracking it down. The leaders of 
the DIA, to their credit, signed off on it 
immediately.'' 

Late last year, six new slots were 
created within the DIA for the purpose of 
examining those areas. (The six slots were 
subsequently scrapped as it was felt that 
there were too many problems involved 
with doing historical analyses from long 
ago, and that efforts would be better 
directed toward investigating new 
information on the Vietnam cases.) 

Despite the outward sign of movement, 
howe ve r, Peck felt that impeding 
undercurrents were at play. Whenever he 
was about to make progress in one area, he 
would be given an emergency make-work 
task in another. He came to conclude that 
any support for his leadership was at best 
superficial. Indeed, the DIA later canceled 
plans to research POWs from World War 
II and Korea. 

Early this year, Peck requested a 
meeting with Soyster. Peck presented a 
slide show and charts, in whic;:h he outlined 

118 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

a number of complaints and 
recommendations. According to the 
source, there was no substantive response. 

Peck then declared himself in writing, in 
the memo dated 12 February. According to 
the source close to Peck, the colonel 
approached both Soyster and another DIA 
official as they came out of a meeting, 
handing each a sealed copy of the 
complete memo. Peck loitered in the 
hallway outside Soyster's office, 
expecting the DIA chief to burst out 
momentarily in response to the memo. 
After a time, Peck decided Soyster was not 
coming out. Peck left the building. 

Several days passed before Soyster got 
in touch with Peck. As the source tells it, 
Soyster did not discuss the matters 
contained in the memo, but rather talked 
about finding a new billet for Peck. 

Hear No Evil ... 

Peck continued to work as head of the 
POW/MIA office, expecting to be 
debriefed on the charges he had made. He 
was not made party to any inquiry , nor did 
anyone contact him regarding any of the 
statements made. The censored version of 
the memo (along with a note thanking and 
praising his staff) was posted on 28 March 
because it was the anniversary of the date 
he joined the military many years earlier. 

"It was a symbolic gesture," the source 
said. 

If the gesture was lost on all but Peck 
and a few close associates, the dramatic 
tone of the memo is such that it creates a 
sense of alarm in even the most casual 
reader. But underneath the unproven 
allegations and blood-stirring rhetoric 

remains a compelling question: Do any 
live Americans remain against their will in 
Vietnam? 

"There has never been an honest effort 
to find out," said the source. "But even if 
there are none alive, the issue is: Were 
there men left behind after the Vietnam 
War ended?'' 

The United States is unlikely to obtain 
an answer to that question as long as it 
continues its current manner of dealing 
with the Vie tnamese, he continued. 

''Vietnam never saw an end to the 
war," the source said. "They wanted to 
gain trade and recognition, and assume 
their rightful place in the community of 
nations. They are trying for normalization 
of relations with the U.S., and there are 
people here who have a road map for that 
process. 

"We tell them that in order to achieve 
that goal, they have to account for our 
missing men. But we just want bodies or 
bones. As long as they produce bones, we 
won't bother them. In the DIA, we think 
they're holding back skeletons of hundreds 
of men, which they hope to sell back to 
us.' ' 

In the rush to repatriate remains, he 
says, no one is interested in pursuing leads 
on live-sightings. 

This is not to say that Mike Peck and his 
colleagues are the only ones interested in 
live-sightings. Retired General George 
Vessey, the president's special envoy on 
POW /MIA matters, developed a plan for 
identifying possible live prisoners. 

Vessey had gathered approximately 120 
cases of Americans last known to be alive 
and well in Vietnam. His theory was that if 
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the United States could figure out what 
happened lo those men, then it would 
shrink the pool of possible live captives. 

Vicious Games 

" It was a good approach, but it hasn't 
worked," said the source. " The reason is, 
the Vietnamese have been duplicitous and 
reticent to deal with this. They were 
supposedly going lo establish an office in 
Hanoi where we could go through their 
archives and work on this, but they're not 
cooperating. They hate our guts and they 
lie to us. 

" Their goal goes beyond just the 
military victory, but for an economic one, 
as well. If they are able to attain 
normalization, they will have won again, 
just by waiting." 

An example of Vietnamese nose­
thumbing surfaced last November, he said, 
when Foreign Minister Nguyen Co Thach 
was visiting the United Slates. In a 
meeting with Gen. Vessey, Thach handed 
over two photos of a black American he 
identified as Walter T. Robinson . He also 
gave a serial number, which matched that 
of a Walter T. Robinson who had served in 
the war. Thach claimed the man had been 
living in Vietnam, and was now ready to 
come home. There was no indication 
whether he was a prisoner of war or a 
deserter, simply that he was there. 

There was only one snag. The Robinson 
who served in Vietnam was white, was 
never taken prisoner, and is currently 
living in the American Midwest. In 
addition, Walter T. Robinson 's name had 
surfaced many times previously in 
connection with live-sighting cases, and it 
was always a scam of some sort. 

Peck and his analysts immediately 
concluded this was yet another in a long 
line of hoaxes. They recommended no 
action be taken. Nevertheless, officials in 
the DoD insisted the story be given high 
priority. A government Learn consisting of 
a physician, a lawyer, a psychiatrist and 
assorted others traveled to Hanoi - only 
to discover there was no American. 

And the Vietnamese explanation? Once 
the U.S. team arrived in Hanoi, the 
Vietnamese imm edia tely began 
backpedall ing. They said they had never 
stated unequivocally that an American was 
ready to come out. They said they were 
merely passing on information they had 
received. 

It later emerged that another Walter T. 
Robinson had been a crew member of the 
G/omar Ja va Sear, a merchant ship that 
went down off the coast of Vietnam in 
1983. He was also whi te , and disappeared 
when the ship sank. Despite the racial 
difference, the crewman's sister was 
shown photos of Thach ' s Walter T. 
Robinson and, predictably, said it was not 
her bro the r. The government team 
returned, empty-handed and confused. 

Within Peck's office, there was wide-

Continued on page 123 
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WORLD SURVIVAL INSIIIUIE 
Box 394, Tok, Alaska 99780 

(907)~ 

DEALERS!! 
BRITISH ARMY COMBAT CLOTHING 

SAS. SMOCKS, DESERT CAMOUFLAGE, WINDPROOF ARCTIC 
SMOCKS, CAMO COMBAT CLOTHING, TROPICAL UNIFORMS, 
PROTECTIVE CLOTHING, LIGHTWEIGHT UNIFORMS, CAPS & 
BERETS 

COOKSON AND CLEGG HAVE BEEN MANUFACTURING FINE 
MILITARY CLOTHING SINCE 1926. DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. 

COOKSON & CLEGG LTD. 

BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE, ENGLAND. 

TELEPHONE: 0254 59876 FAX: 0254 682276 -P.O. BOX 11 
MOSLEY MILL, HUTCHINSON STREET, BLACKBURN, LANCASHIRE BB2 3BX 

All are in Excellent Condition! 

THE STASI WAS THE ELITE SECURITY 
FORCE TRAINED BY AND MODELED 
AFTER THE KGB! ALL UNIFORMS 
WERE OBTAINED FROM THE ST ASI 
H.Q. COMPLEX IN EAST BERLIN! Each 
of our uniforms comes from the elite Felix 
Dzershinski Watch Regiment. Dzershinski 
was the founder of the Soviet Intell igence 
Service that became the KGB! This elite 
unit was allowed to use his name! Each 
uniform has the sewn cuff title of the regi­
ment! All uniforms are of officer quality 
material! Each uniform is original( com­
plete as described, and consists o : 
* One ST ASI Visor Hat 
* One ST ASI uniform tunic, 

ST ASI shoulder boards, 
ST ASI collar tabs, and cuff 
title of the elite F.Dzershinski 
Watch Regiment! 

* STASI uniform pants! 
This is a ONCE-IN-A-LIFETIME opportu­
nity to own a piece of Cold War history! 

Nam"'------------
Address. ___________ _ 

City/State/ZIP _________ _ 

Card*-----=-- Exp. Dote __ 
c c c c Catalog $2.00 

VISA M/C Check M/0 Free With Order 

NIC Law Enforcement Supply 
24 hr 220 Carroll-UF; Box 5950 
~~~~: Shreveport, LA 71135-5950 Complete Uniform $99.00 

Order No. U-01 ; +$3.00 P&H 222-2970 Fax# 318-869-3228 

~---------------------J 
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At Your Command 
Take charge with U.S. Cavalry's high-quality 
military, outdoor and adventure merchandise. 
Over 100 full-color pages including official mili­
tary uniforms. knives. survival and camping 
gear, working collectable firearms, target practice 
aids, personal protection devices, binoculars, 
and much more. For a catalog, send your name, 
address and $3.00 to:. 
Name: -~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-
Address: ___ ___________ _ 

City: - ---------------
State: _______ Zip: ______ _ 

WORLD'S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 
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Just Released! The only career guides that can launch 
your career In the CIA, DEA. ond FBI! QualHlcatlons; 
conditions of employment; sample exoms; weapon 
requiremenls; 100s of other Important facls! Act now! 
No. B 146 CIA Career Manual with exam; 217 pg .. $19.95 
No. 8147 FBI Career Manual with exam; 220pg .. $19.95 
No. 8290 DEA Career manual with exam; 240 pg.$19.95 

NIC Low Enforcement Supply 
220 Carroll Street Box 5950 CDF All 3 for 

Shreveport. LA 71135-5950 $55.00 
ORDERS 318-222-2970 VISA/ MC/MO/CK 

FAX 318-869-3228 

LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 
s12e5 
Add $1 .05 Hndl. 

Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath­
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fu/Iv Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-8-SF 
156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 

Featuring an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. ASOO+ page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com­
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories. surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 

·· ~~08lfffiw~1~~?t.g~a~~~: ··· ······ 1~&~1~~•·•· 
GU' PARTS CORP BOX SFB W HURLEY NY 124Q1 

914-679-2417 FAX 914 679 5849 

TELL THE WORLD YOU SERVED! 
From $98 

in PRECIOUS metal 

------

ARMY-NAVY 
AIR FORCE-MARINES 
PRESTIGE RINGS you'll wear with pride. World's 
largest selection ot military rings. Over 1000 combi­
nations. Visa or MasterCard. Money Back Guarantee! 

Send S1 for full color catalog today. 

T-J JEWELRY CO. 
Box 2730 SH1 Apache Junction, AZ. 85217 

t'vcc~• tO Royll Mnna,... ~I 

THE HOUND DOG 
Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughlou: !he world today. corporations . proless1onal 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually w m· 
sure pnvacy in their offices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and lormulatcd 
The " HOUND DOG" is a wise mves!ment for anyone who has 
reason 10 believe Iha! an eavesdropping device is now hidden. 
or may be hidden m the 1uture. 1n either home or ofl1ce No 
radio lransmitter. no matter how well 11 may have been hid­
den. can escape detecuon by lhe " HOUND DOG" 

The " HOUND DOG .. 1s an advanced elec1ron1c instrument 
designed for the sole purpose of rocat1ng hidden transm111ers 
An average srzc oll1ce or room can be tt1oroughly searched m 
only a maner of minutes The " HOUND DOG " smfls ou1 any 
1ransm11ters hidden in pictures. walls. desks. chairs. elc . 
regardless of their operalmg frequency 
The ·· HQUNO OOG "" 1s simple 10 use Single knob ad1ust· 

ment cal1bra1es the meter and any 1ransm1t1er signal received 
is rnd1ca!ed by the meter movement By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls. chairs . pictures. desks . etc the presence 
ot any 1ransmiller w1 11 cause a rise in !he me1er reading The 
meter reading w1H continue ro rise as !he probe approaches 
!he transmllter 
We tieheve you wlll hnd !he " HOUND DOG" ou1 performs 

most other units selling for sevt1al 11mes !he price This 11em 
has been built since 1962 Each one 1s backed by a 3·year 
warran ty by us 

Meler Calitirate 

SIZE .. 1.6' 2.4 '8 .2 INCHES $195.00 
USES A COMMON RADIO BATIERY 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many limes more powerful than other transmllers. 
Transmits up to y, mile to any FM radio ·E.lsy lo 
Assemble Kil · up to 9V banery {not Incl.) 

' $19.95 
Call 407-725--1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping for Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1 .00 shipping for FM Transmitter to USI 
Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COD's OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers & other speciality items 
enclo5" $2.00 to USI Corp. 

'INTERNATIONAL' COMBAT TRAINING 

COURSES: 
* Commando * Counter Terrorism 
* Airborne * Raid/Rescue 
* Executive Protection (Bodyguard) 
* Estate/Yacht/Aircraft Security 

FIREARMS TRAINING 
* Pistols, Rifles, Shotguns (All Levels) 
* Machineguns/Suppressors 
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Front Back 

Quality screen-printed American 
made 50/50 black T's in adult sizes 
L & XL. 

Send $12.00 check or money order 
(no COD's please) plus $2.50 P&H 
continental U.S. & military. All 
others include 40% of total order. 

MRN ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 17009 

TUCSON, AZ 85731 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS CALL 

1-800-729-8316 

BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds "Threat Level 
II-A" tested in accordance with the NILECJ­
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/ 4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov­
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.0. Box 1 7 54 Dept. SF 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 
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TIMBERSHEPHERCYID 

Home & Family Protection 
All Trainers Dept. of Defense Certified. 
-Pups & Professional Training Avai/able­
Lifetime Replacement Guarantee for 
Genetic or Temperament Disorders. 

-Excellent With Children -
Shipping Available Worldwide 

"'Developed and Bred Solely by"' . . . 

LRRP K-9 SERVICES, INC. 
Box 1620 ME, Aiken. South Carolina 29802 

Phone 24 hours: (803) 649-5936 

!.-!, '-----.,-.,,~-- ---~.,...~---,~.,~-. _ __J '!;,;. 

The Big Ones! 
Now this is 
a knife ... 

-----······ 

~ Special Sale! 
Both for $39.95 

Beautiful rosewood handles and brass handguards. 
Giant Bowie Authentic style modeled with thP. original in 
mind. 14-314" overall with an unbelievable 10·1 14" heavy 
gauge carbon steel blade. Leather sheath. $22.50 
Arkansas Toothpick Nobody will pick a bone with this. 
The biggest toothpick knife we have ever seen. 18" overall. 
12-1/4" double·edged blade. Leather sheath. $22.50 
Send check or money order for immediate shipment! Add 
$3.00 for shipping. Ill. residents add 7% tax. Visa/MC call 
Toll-Free 1·800-843-4105. In Illinois 1-800-225-2501 . 

Money back guarantee if not pleased! 
Bal1anl CU!lory Oept. SF·891 

1495 Brummel Ave., Elk Grove, IL 60007 

AFFORDABLE 
LEGENDS ••• 
THAT ANYONE 
CAN OWN. 
See your local 
dealer or send • 
$2. 00 for color ,~. 
catalog. .,-.P 

:/-';T 

FOR SELF DEFENSE 

TRACERS • EXPLODING BULLETS 
SUBSONIC • BEEHIVE™ • MUTLIPLEX™ 
FLAMETHROWER • 12ga DUSTBUSTER 
HEAVYWEIGHT• 12ga STRUNG BUCK 

12ga BLOCKBUSTER • 12ga BUCK & BALL 
ANNIHILATOR-X • & MORE. 

Special purpose, general purpose, and Very 
Unique Accessories shipped directly to you, 

ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOG $200 

- NO LICENSE REQUIRED -

Respond within 30 days and we'll also include a 
coupon for 4 FREE Exploding Targets (a $5 value). 
ORDER YOUR CATALOG TODAY! 

CROWN SPECIALTY CO. 
DEPT. SF, P.O. BOX 17 

ATMORE, AL 36504-0017 

' BEEHIVE and MULTIPLEX 810 cradema•kS ol Powe• Plus En1a1pr1ses Inc 

Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 

COMPLETE PRIVACY! 
• Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
• Become "Invisible'! to Investigators 
• Stop Generating Financial Records 
• Communications Privacy_ . Phone, Mall 
• How to Stay Out of Government Files 
• Begin Eliminating Negative Records 
• How to Create Helpful New Records 
• Generating Quick Cash Income 
• Hiding Your Assets • Privacy Afloat 
• Banking Alternatives • "Low Profile" 
• Privacy from Taxes • Nomadic Living 
• Multiple Addresses 
• Hideouts, Deep Cover 
• How to "Disappear" 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT - and MORE! 
Don't wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 .H~l~ ~·~ .• .. ------ -~--• EDEN PRESS --1 11623 Slater "C", Box 841D-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 I 
I Your jO Regular P&H, $2.00 {Please add I 

Choice lo FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 
I (California residents please add 6% sales lax.) I 
I D Send latest Book Catalog - FREE. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
.City I 
IS~ Do _I 
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FINEST QUALITY & 
LOWEST PRICES 

AVAILABLE IN 
MILITARY AND 

HUNTING EQUIPMENT 

Complete Line of Field & Survival Gear 

FREE! 
FULL COLOR CATALOG 

NAME, _________ _ 

STREET: _________ _ 

CITY: ST __ ZIP __ 

Mail to: GREENE MIUT ARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
7215 Kingston Pike, Dept. SF, Knoxville, TN 37919 

Point Shoot -You 'll Hitl 
Aim - You'll Miss II 

At the close ranges of combat (2 to 
8 yards) only the tried and true method 
of instinctive pointing works. 

In his videos. John Mcsweeney, a 
weapons expert and combat veteran 
teaches you his system of natural 
shooting. As an 8th degree karate black 
belt he also gives you the best of karate 
in his system of unarmed self-defense. 

Point-Shooting Video 
Tiger Moves 
Power Strikes 
Unarmed Self-Defense l 
Unarmed Self-Defense 2 

$24.95 
$19.99 
$24.99 
$29.99 
$29.99 

Pay by check . money order or credit card 
To CITY VIDEO PRODUCTION, Inc. 

350 West Ontario, Suite 4SF 
Chicago, II. 60610 (312) 915-0220 

If you pay by Visa/ Moster Card please include 
name. number and expiration date of card. Add 
$3.00 for shipping and handling, Illinois residents 
include 8% sales tax. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. 
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: THE CLASSICS t 
t RETURN t . ~ 

: I.QNG DISTAJV,gE WHYWALTZ? t 
it ;a2il: WHEN ~ 
~ jiPS IDUCAN it 
• The Next Best ROCKmROLL • 
it Thing To .....-n'Z"lf' it 
it (D Being There @ it • • • • ! T·SHIRTS ! 
• • i ®G.L Tl~LO: ~ 
t ~~~~G~ 4~rr::. t • .d;JJ':p "C • 

t DON 'T RUN t 
• • • • • • • • • ~Wi~:~m: • t l'IJUll'Oll\Tllll @) t 
• • • SIZES : S,M , L ,XL, XXL FREE CATALOG!! -ft t COLORS •While , Gray, Tan ,& Lt .Blue t 
• T-SHIRTS- $9.95 XXL-$11 . 95 • 
it Add $3 P &H for 1st sh irt & $1 for ea. additional -ft 
t Send Ck.,M.O., Visa /M.C. No. To• ~ 
• CLOUDLAND ENTERPRISES NO C.0.D. ::::: 
1C DEPT. SOF3 "" 
it 839 S. Germantown Rd. Canada Add $3 1C 
it Chattanooga, Tenn. 37412 Foreign Add 30 % ! 
······················~ 

~~~FLAGS 
Tell The World You Served! • 
IEIBDI 

Size 3' x 5' with Grommets 
Made of Cotton and Polyester 

Indoor or Outdoor Use 
only $19.96 Each Two for $36.00 ----------Select From 

I D U.SA D AIR BORNE I 
0 VIETNAM VETERAN 0 IST. CAVALRY I ARMY D KILL EM ALL LET I 

I 
D p 0 W./M IA GOD SORT EM OUT I 
D U.S.M.C. BULL DOG D SKULL & BONES 

I 
D NAZI (WWI I) D CONFEDERATE I 
D ARMY D MESS WfTHE BEST 

I D NAVY DIE LIKE THE REST I 
D AIR FORCE D AMERICA LOVE IT 

I D MARINES OR LEAVE I 
D COAST GUARD D SPECIAL FORCE'S 

I IDEAL STUDIOS, Dept. 100 I 
I P.O. Box 41156 • Chicaqo , IL 60641 I 

Plus $3.00 Sh ipping & Handling. For Prompt I delivery send cash , cashier's check or money order. I 
I Name I 
-~ I I City. State. Zip ---------

L Viet Nam Veteran Ow ned .J ----------

JIMMY LILE 
"The 
Arkansas 

but 
unequaled" 

knives Im the 
movies, "first Blood" 
& "Ramoo· 

2721 So. Arkansas Ave .• 
Russellville, AR 72801 (501) 968-2011 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 
From time to time, we make our list of 
customers ' names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com­
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 
If you prefer not to receive such mail­
ings, and want your name on our sub­
scriber list only, please write us, en­
closing your mailing label. 
Please address your request to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 

Fraternal Order of 
Police Members: 

Vote For 
TOM POSSUMATO 
National FOP President 
A vote for Tom is a vote for: 

• new legislative directions 
• a solid financial futu re with 
innovative fund-raising 
• expansion aimed at nonmem­
ber research and new member 
satisfaction ratings 
• public image gains for the 
FOP, not for outsiders borrowing 
FOP credibility 

Tom 's FOP Leadership 
Record: 

1978 - present: Full-time Union 
President. Newark, NJ , Lodge #12 
1987 - 1989: National Trustee, 
New Jersey State Lodge 
1985 - 1987: Treasurer, Grand 
Lodge. National FOP 
1982 - 1986: President, New 
Jersey State Lodge 

(See story, Bulletin Board column , 
this issue) 

Space donated on behalf of The Committee 
to Elect Tom Possumato for National FOP 
President, 139 Washington Street, Newark. 
NJ, 07102, phone: (201) 642-0390. 

AUGUST 91 



NOTICE 
To 

CALIFORNIA 
RESIDENTS 

Some firearms advertised in this magazine may or may not be 
lawful lor sale in California. 

Those specifically not allowed for sale in California are: 

A. All of the following rifles: 
1. Avtomat Kalashnikovs (AK) series 
2. UZI and Ga!il 
3. Beretta AR-70 {SC-70) 
4. CETMEC3 
5. Colt AR-1 5 series and CAA-15 series 
6. Daewoo K-1. K-2. Max 1, and Max 2. 
7. Fabrique Nationale FNIFAL, FNllAR and FNC 
8. FAMAS MAS223 
9. Heckler & Koch HK-91 . H-93, HK-94 and PSG-1 
10. MAC 10 and MAC 11 
11 . SKS with detachable magazine 
12. SIG AMT. SIG 500 Series. and SIG PE-57 
13. Springfield Armory BM59 and SAR-48 
14. Sterling MK-6 and SAR 
15. Steyr AUG 
16. Valme! M62. M71S and M78 
17. Arrnalile AA-180 Carbine 
18. Bushmaster Assauli Rifle (armgun) 
19. Calico M·900 Assaull Carbine 
20. Mandall THE-TAC-1 Carbine 
21. Plainfield Machine Company Carbine 
22. PJK M-68 Carbine 
23. V\leaver Arm Nighthawk 

B. All of the following pistots: 
1. UZI 
2. Encom MP-9 and MP-45 
3. MAC 10 and MAC 11 
4. INTRATEC TEC-9 

5. Mitchell Arms Spectre Auto 
6. Sterling MK-7 
7. Calico M-900 

C. AU of the following shotguns: 
1. Franchi SPAS 12 and LAW 12. 
2. Gilbert Equipment Company Striker 12 and 

SWD Street Sweeper 
3_ Enoorn CM-55 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE 

spread feeling that the entire fiasco would 
have been avoided if the DoD had simply 
listened to the experts at the DIA 

Tax Dollars At Work 

" They completely ignored their own 
intelligence," the source said. "We abso­
lutely told them not to bite, but they went 
ahead and did it. Then they knocked 
themselves out trying to guess what the 
Vietnamese were really up to. 

The answer is, they were up to jerking 
us around. Some Vietnamese intel clerk 
was probably going through his files, saw 
there were two Walter T. Robinsons, and 
decided to have some fun with us. They 
did it just to jerk us around. They did a 
very good job.' ' 

It is not known whether any safeguards 
against future hoodwinking have been put 
in place at the Pentagon - and, con­
versely, if any credence has been given to 
Peck's charges that legitimate reports are 
not properly analyzed. 

Colonel Peck, in the meantime, is still in 
the Army, working a desk job until his 
retirement comes through. He is not 
sure of his future plans. The POW-MIA 
office, however, has a new director. He is 
Robert Scheetz, a career government em­
ployee with no prior experience with the 
issue. 

Susan Katz Keating is a Washington-
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DEA/FBI qmm Ammo 
Sub-Sonic Win. 147gr. H.P. 

WINCHESTER"'"< 
9mmWGER 
SUBSONIC 

147 gt JACKffiD-CONTROLllD EXPANSION 
FOR LAW ENFORCEMENT USE ONLY 

NOT FOR RETAIL SALE 

( Wll-lf1'1l!T OI JOC:• Gr~"'Dlll • - •••.....,. .. ~,.,..-. tt. .. ) 

FBI tests proved this ammo superior to all other 9mm rounds 
tested! FE0-9 ammo is carried by agents of the DEA. FB!. & 
CIA. 1t has previously been restricted to Law Enforcement 
Use Only. We now hove a supply that may be purchased by 
the general public! (over 21 ; UPS ground delivery only to 
street addresses!) This sub-sonic ammo is perfect for alt sup­
pressed weapons, as well as regular pistols ..... Ltd. Quantity! 
Special price; Box of 50 rounds ... $26.95 + $3.00 UPS 

2 Boxes (100 rds) .. $49.00 + $4.00 UPS 

NIC Law Enforcement Supply 
220 Carran Street Box 5950 SFA BOX Of 50 

Shreveoprl, LA 71135-5950 $26. 95 
ORDERS 318-222-2970 VISA/MC/MO/CK 

FAX 318-869-3228 

J. 

$7995 
Convert Your SKS! 

With the NEW FOLDING STOCK 

ORDER HOT LINE INQUIRIES 

800-666-9190 417-667-9190 
FAX 417-667-9191 

Call or write for FREE product brochure listing Bullpup 
Stocks, Ramline, Choate, Eagle, 

Butler Creek & More. 
Add $4.00 Shipping (Continental 48 States) .All others cal 

or write for shipping rates. Add $3.50 for C.0.D. 
Sales Tax • MO 6.5%, IN 5%, N.C. 5% 

Frank's Center, Inc. 
P.O. Box 530 - Nevada, MO 64772 Dept S.F. 

based journalist who specializes in mili­
tary and intelligence issues. She has 
covered POWs for the last 6 years. She is 
a U.S. Army veteran.~ 

RIPPER 
Continued from page 91 

Kuwaiti flags in celebration of their 
liberation. A Marine from Company C was 
struck by a stray round in the upper ann 
and slightly injured. 

As the war ended, 1/7 found itself in the 
strange position of protecting Iraqi EPWs 
from Kuwaiti Resistance forces, who 
obviously wanted to kill them for 
atrocities committed in Kuwait City. Some 
Iraq.is, however, did not want any 
protection. As Alpha Co. A was 
conducting a sweep, it came across four 
wounded Iraqi soldiers. While Cpl. Kerry 
Lee, a machine-gun section leader from 
Cottonwood, Arizona, was searching one 
of them, the Iraqi lunged at Lee and was 
instantly killed by a Marine covering his 
section leader. 

Devil Dogs Devastate Iraqis 
In Desert 

Overall, the "Devil Dogs" of 1/7 

Attitude Express 
P.O. Box 326 

Robinson Creek, KY 41560 

r:NIA 

~ 
IVIAN 

DESERT 
STORM , 

s,m,xl,xxl ($1 extra tor xxO $1295 

Item #1001 White/Blk. Lttrs. 
Item #1002 Desert Sand/Blk. Lttrs. 

Also Available: I'm A 1 Woman Desert Storm 
FREE Attitude Adjuster can w/eacb order--S5 95 yalye 
Qty ttem Size Price 

Canada-Add $3.00 Subtotal: 

$3 Fut Item ; $1 ea. additiaia! Item P&H: 

Residents of Kentucky: 6% KY Tax: 

Total 

Address---------------

City/Smtellip -------------

0 Check D WO Allowrt 4-6 Weeks Delivery Tine 

destroyed 19 T-54/55s, 18 T-62s, two 
T-72s, two 82mm mortar positions, 19 
APCs, one radar dish, one T-12 (lOOrnrn 
antitank gun), one tower, six artillery 
pieces, and took more than 2,000 EPWs. 

Then Task Force Ripper began moving 
south toward Saudi Arabia - its mission 
had been accomplished. 

Before pinning on his first star and 
heading across country from Twentynine 
Palms to headquarters, USMC, Task Force 
commander Col. Carl Fulford discussed 
the three basic mistakes he felt Saddam 
Hussein made when he invaded Kuwait on 
2 August 1990: 

"The first mistake he made was not 
attacking south into Saudi Arabia and 
seizing the ports of Jubail and Ad 
Dammam. Although that would have 
extended his lines considerably, it would 
have taken away our primary ports of 
debarkation for supplies. 

"Secondly, he had no concept of how to 
fight a modern force with air support, and 
although he had some air of his own and 
some air defense weapons, he certainly 
didn ' t have the ability to coordinate it, and 
it became clear very early that he was no 
match for our air assets. 

Thirdly, I don't think he convinced his 
own people of what they were fighting for 
and why it was worth dying for. 
Ultimately, I think that's why the Iraqi 
soldier was not willing to fight."~ 
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CLASSIFIED 
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CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - $2.00 per word per 
insertion -$40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID. 
Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (for our files) and full 
payment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
fee must send sample of packet (packets will not be 
returned). Name, address and telephone number are to be 
included in your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O . Box 693 = 2 
words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as DI , SGT, 
20mm, U.S. count as one word each . Hyphenated words 
and telephone numbers are counted as two words. No 
personal services ads accepted. We reserve the right to 
refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine to 
be objectionable. Mail class ified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., P.O . Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

11 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND C~SSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY 
VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR 
THE LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CON· 
TAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE 
A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES 
OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST 
POSTAL INSPECTOR AND ALSO CONTACT 
OUR ADVERTISING DEPARTMENT. SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE DOES NOT INTEND FOR ANY 
PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVERTISED TO BE 
USED IN ANY l~LEGAL MANNER. 

NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna­
tional distribution. There may be prod­
ucts for which sale, possession or 
interstate transportation may be re­
stricted, prohibited or subject to spe­
cial licensing requirements in your 
state. Purchasers should consult the 
local law enforcement authorities in 
their area. 

1991 
ADVERTISING 

DEADLINES 
NOV issue. 
DEC issue. 

. JUL.17 
AUG. 14 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
Classified Dept. 

PO Box693 
Boulder, CO 80306-0693 

APPAREL 
INTERNATIONAL MILITARY CAMOULFAGE ,Summer Cata· 
log of Genuine Issue Camouflage Uniforms from over 35 
Countries! Catalog $1.00.A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 . (166) 

DON'T F CK WITH ME: T-shirt S·M·L-XL (XXL $1 extra). 
$12.95. Md $3 for 1st rtem, $1.00 each additional lor P&H. 
Send to B&B Enterprises. Box 244, Oregon, IL 61061-0244. 
VISNMasterCard Accep1ed. 

U.S.A. CAMOUFLAGE SUITS Genuine Issue B.D.U.'s Wooc­
land $58.00, Desert Came $58.00., Tigerstripe $58.00, S.W.A.T. 
Metro Garno $62.00. XXLarge & XXXLarge Surts $75.00. 
A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, CO B0221 . MasterCard & VISA 
Accepted! (166) 

GOD BLESS THE AMERICAN TROOPS T-shirts or hats. 
Welcome home our Boys. One size fits all, send $9.95 each plus 
$3 post-handling to: CIMS, 118 East 591h Street, Suite 301, NY 
10022. (166) 
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r- - -srreet"Leih8r---, 
I SPEED KILL I I l:B" Can yuu hit a man 11 times or more In one second or less? I 
I 

[B" Can yuu drop a man to his knees with one blow? I 
l:B" Can you win a fight In 3 seconds or less? 

I WE TRAIN PEOPLE WHO CANI FREE DETAILS I 
Warrior Publications 

L 6252 Dark Hollow Rd., Medford, OR 97501 1503) 535-3188~ 
CUT OUT AND MAIL THIS AD TODAYI -----------
Should Your Boss Have Wings'! 

White 50/50, 3 color imprint 
T-shirt $12.95 •Sweatshirt $18.95 

Ceramic Mug $9.95 
Shinnin11 and HandlinP included 

Send Chcd or MO to: The Rile Stuff, P.O. Box 670, Ki llen. AL 35645 
r:nr V 1 ~a or MC Call 1-800-869-085'.\ • Allow 6 to 8 weeks delivery. 

A Su • ngo a n<! OJngerO~• Loe ~ 

• I Fot1>o<1<1e" T ecnnolo9~ 

FORBIDDEN TECHNOLOGY: A STRANGE 
ANO GENUINELY DANGEROUS LOOK. •Build­
ing Teflonlllll-Coated BuUets •Jamming Speed 
Radar eTlt.anlum Warfleads •Activating Inert 
Grenades •Hypersecure Encryption •Rocket 
Weapons -Clandestine Pyro Expoa9 •Weartng 
A Wlre •Defeating Alanna •Forbidden Tech 
Marketplace •Survelllance Photography 
•Computer Viruses •Scrambllng/Oescrambl­
lng •Ullrasonlc Weapons •More! 8.5x11, 258 
meaty pages. A Fresh & Lucid Look at FortMd­
den Technology! $33 domestic postage paid. 
Registry Distributing, 1616 17th St, Ste 3n., 
Denver CO 80202. Sold onlv to lntonn. Mick Tyner 

BLIND'EM! 

Stop an attacker in his tracks 
with a flash bulb As Big As Your 
Fist! Blind and confuse for up to 
8 hours. Completely legal! No 
direct contact required. Portable! 
Loud alarm, too! 

NOW ONLY $24995 ! 
lndudes shipping & handling. Money-bad< guarantee! 

~':~r~~~~: 201-947-5252 
Or send check/money order to: 

Integrated Privacy & Defense Systems 
2460 Lemoine Ave. Fort Lee, NJ 07024 

Alloo.\/4-i.. DEJLER INQURES NJRooidenl5Add 
fOfdeW&ry lt-MTED 7%SalecsTax 

COMMEMORATIVE DESERT STORM VICTORY SHIRTS! 
Blaci<! Sharp! Screenprinted Fighting Eagle/Missiles! Only 
$12.50 PPD! Sunrise! - PO Box 167, Kensington, Maryland 
20895. (166) 

BOOKS & PUBLICATIONS 
DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody. 
Sharpest tactics revealed. 228 page book $16.95 . Visa/MC 
accepted. EDEN Press, Box 8410-DD Fountain \l!lley, CA 
92728. (168) 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE - The Most devastating 
manual ever published! Over 1,000 entries, completely cross 
referenced. It would take 15 books to equal the information 
jam-packed in this giant 8 1/2 x 11 hardcover volume. $49.95 
plus $3.50 shipping/handling to Anchor Publishing., PO Box 
2630-D, Landover Hills, MD 207B4 . Visa/Mastercard orders call 
24 hours. [BOO) 44B-6280. (166) 

THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK is now available again! 
Complete, uncensored edftion. Send $22 to Barricade Books, 
PO Box 1401-Z, Secaucus, NJ 07096. [1 BO) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials. 
Videocassettes, photographs, lrterature, Zapruder film. Cata­
logue: $3. Collector's Archives; Box 2 Beaconsfield, Quebec. 

H9W 5T6. (176) 

$2. " Shipping 
Handling 

MARKS II & CO . 
P.O. Box 150655 

Arl ington. TX 76015 

$1 " For RUSH DELIVERY 

PLEASE ALLOW 2 • 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

BOUNTY HUNTERS WANTED 
Natlon·wlde need for Bail Bond lnvestiga· 
tors. Over 3,700 Bail Bond agencies are experienc­
ing a greater number of bond skips. Get your foot in 
the door as a Bail Bond Investigator. Message tells 
how! Have pen and paper ready. Call 1·900·535·9292, 
ext. 397. ($2.00 per minute toll) 

W.W. II COLLECTORS O\ .:ic 40.000 rn:us 
Hals·Badges·Meda ls ol all Nations. 
U.S. Officer' s Cap (new lrom 
original U.S. maker), Ian wi lh 
brown leather visor, chin strap 
<.1nd U.S. Eag le pin . Stale size S, 
M, or lg . . .. . $68.00 

~i?y~~~~~~~~a~~ 2i~.&f9 0 
(Free with order) 

W.W.#2 Ltd .• Box 2063-T, St. Louis, MO 63158 

NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50 page catalog describes over 300 
fascinating titles. The best books and videos available fo r men 
of action and adventure! Send $1 .00 to: Paladin Press. PO Box 
1307-1GQT, Boulder, CO B0306. [303) 443-7250. [170) 

HOME SECURITY! This booklet reveals secrets to secure your 
premises with common inexpensive materials. Survive by 
securing. Send $10.00 to S.C., 3350 Shelby Street. #200. 
Ontario. Calfomia 91761. (166) 

GET EVEN: The underground revenge newsletter. The newslet­
ter of guerrilla techniques for the underdog! Sample $2.00, 
Scanning Unlimrted, PO Box 44344, West Allis, WI 53214. (166) 

"HOME FALLOUT SHELTER" Complete book tor building a 
nuclear fallout shelter inside the average home basement. Book 
includes all designs. step-by-step construct ion directions. and 
required material lists for building five different shelters. Send 
$12.00 ppd. SMS Publishing, Box 3520, Dept. SOF, Ann Arbor, 
Ml 48106. (166) 

THE AMERICAN SURVIVALIST - What happens when 
criminals have the upper hand? Learn how to beat them at their 
own game. Send $14 .95 to: McCord Enterprises. 61 Lynn Drive, 
Dept. SOF, Andover, NJ 07B21 . [167) 

LEAD POISONING: 25 True Stories from the Wrong End ol a 
Gun - Everyone, including you. runs the risk of being shot, 
erther by intent or by accident. By reading what these shooting 
survivors have to say about their experience - the preceding 
signs. the lessons learned - you can learn how to avoid a bullet 
in the first place. An extraordinary book. 5 1/2x8 1/2, hardcover, 
184pp. Send $25.95ppd. to Paladin Press, Box 1307-tGOK. 
Boulder, Colorado 80306, [303) 443-7250. [167) 

THERE AIN 'T NO JUSTICE, and damn little revenge. Secur~y/ 

Survival book list $2, [refundable) . Tech-Group, Dept. SOF, PO 
Box 1132, Fremo.nt, CA 9453B. [166) 

THROWING WEAPONS! Learn How-to throw knives, axes, 
spears, shurikens and more. Softbound book, 104 pages. Order 
NOW. Send $9.95 postpaid to: Patrick Publications, Dept. 121, 
PO Box 96297, Las Vegas, NV 89193-6297. [166) 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS/RANGER Field Techniques manual. 
Learn from the best in: tactics, basic skills, intelligence and 
unconventional operations. Include Survival, demo, E/E, finger 
printing, land nav, air/water opns and much more. 380 pgs on 30 
subject areas. Send $19.95 + $2.50 P/H to: PSI, PO Box 2841, 
Sumter, SC 29151-2B41. (166) 
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Macedonian 
Battle Sling 

Long Rang' Artlllery for Alexander the Great 
Alexander the Great conquered hi1 world using slingers as his 
first line of battle o ffense. Using 1/ 4 pound lead balls, lhc 
formidable M.ai::filonhin Battle SUng would deliver death from 
the sky at an astonishing 500 yards-safely beyond the range of 
even the strongest enemy archers. 

• Authentic reproduction! 

• 100% 5 OWlce black:mith heavy grade 

lealhec! 
4 • Savage power! A gcnuineGolialh Id Iler! 

• 250 yard range with rocks, much more 

with steel or lead balls ... golf balls great! 

• LegitimalC inSlruCtions (only one ovcr-
h.andswing-notwirlinS:aOOut thc hcad!) 

• 100% hand made in the USA! 
• Life time frcc replacemem if ever broken! 
• Survivalists! l1'sa multi use survival tool 

that will las1 for years! 

• Beginners can hit a garbage can at 100 
feet afLer only one hour of practice! 

• Defend yourself! 

S~-~~l~~~/t t.'Qt_":ro;J:: ~7~~,~~=~~f 
Ron Sinclair 7415 South Valley Vie"' Bh•d. 

Las Vegas. NV 89118 
When you run out of bullets, you can always Ihm rocks! 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 

SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 
P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE -ALLOW~ WEEKS 

UNARMED COMBAT. Survive the streets' Super sell-defense. 
Confidence. Power. Hardcore book reveals secrets. $12. Libra 
Enterprises. Box 31719, San Francisco. CA 94131 . (166) 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS SNIPER Vietnam stories. Check or 
money order $8.50 + $3.00 S/H. TAG Press. P.O. Box 752, 
Dothan, AL 36302. (166) 

GEORGE BUSH: 'The Establishment's Man· by James J. 
Drummey Trojan Horse in the White House working to subvert 
U.S. sovereignty and create a 'New World Order.' Must reading 
for all Americans. S7 Ppd. W. Springer, Box 50. Gregory. SD 
57533. (166) 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
INVENTIONS;NEW PRODUCTS WllNTED: We are a full 
service marketing and patent development company. For free 
information call TLCI 1 -800-468-7200 24 hours/day - USN 
Canada. (166) 

LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE your new or existing small 
business. Grantsnoans to $500.000. Free recorded message: 
707-449-8600. (KW5) (167) 

WORLD'S NEWEST FAD. BRASS BALLS! Desk set. Key 
chain, Mirror Hangers. Local Dealers - Manufacturer's Reps 
Wanted. Free Flyer - Big Profi1s. Arizona Gold'n Classics. 1327 
S. Polley Ann. Tempe, AZ. 85281-6319. (166) 

COLLECTORS 
UNITED NATIONS BERETS, Sky Blue Beret with Enamelled 
U.N. Badge. Unissued $30.00. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 . ( 166) 

VIETNAM TYPE M1968 JUNGLE CAMO. Slant Pockel 4 
Pocket Jacket & 6 Pocket Pants. Sui! $73.00, Boonie Hat 
$19.00. A.HA. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . Masl erCard & 
VISA Accepted! (166) 

VIETNAM Collector? Pa1ches, books, DI pins T-shirts. Catalog 
$1 . SATCONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (178) 

WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uniforms, 
T-shirts, posters, camouflage. World's biggest catalog, $2.00. 
Krupper, Box 177SF, Syracuse. NY 13208 (178) 

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES Medals and 
uniforms for sale. For a list send S1 to Kaplans. Box 890638. 
Lyndhurst 2106 South Africa. (168) 

STONER 63A parts wanted, Jay Tee's, PO Box 39, Marhsall. IL 
62441 . (168) 

BRITISH•SCOTIISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS. Regimental 
Insignia: Blazer Crests: Ties; Plaques: Tankards: Berets; Belts: 
Officer's Canes: Patches: Prints; Posters: Medals: Books; 
Cassettes: Videos etc., of elite British/Scottish Regiments. 
including SAS, Paratroops, Guards. Black Watch. Royal 
Marines. RAF & RN. etc. Import Catalog $4.00. BRITISH 
REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO Box 50473, Nashville, TN 
37205. (169) 
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l>"'"'"otG 
1 •05U.Gl -GI SUPPLY R.D. # 10, BOX 10419 - Dept. SOF 

GI ~-~. NEWTON, N.J. 07860 

ISS~tf,ri l--"' U.S. LARGE COMBAT 
!.,.,-.: ·~,1 - _1. FIELD PACK 
:r.fi~ \\ o"t'fl WITH FRAME IL<2·•11t"ac•t 

'"~~ s11900 ~J\f;.if SPECIAL 
'., ~· Original and current GI issue long Range Special 

" , Mission Model has a total of 6 outside pockets. ~ ... ,,.., .. ,,., .. _, __ m pack if 001filled10 capacity. Our pack is complete 
with GI Frame straps. Kidney Belt. etc. Rip Stop 
0.0. Nyton will carry 70 lbs. easy. 

Se d $2 oo ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Money Order. pmonal 
F 200 ~ Catalog! checks or Visa & Mas~er Card gladly ample~. NO 

or em coo·s. All merchandise 1s 100'4 guaranteed. Residents 
::£(201 )941Hi260;= ol Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico add W. for shippino. 

REGIMENmL INSIGNIR & WERPONRY 

@
• SAS • RAF • BLACH WATCH 
• PARA • RM • CAMERONS 
• RSDG • RN • GUARDS etc. 

Import Catalog $4.00 

BRITISH REGnun IMPORTS 
Deportment-6 

P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 

BIG 

PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATOR 

" Clue" into big profits, excitement. intrigue and adventure 
with your own P.I. bus iness! S100,000 a year or more m ad e 
as your own boss! A m azin g on e -o f-a-kind b usiness 
h om e-study course tells a ll ! Tra in to be part o f the fastest 
g ro w ing p ro fession in the country. Q uickly learn : * H ow to get on 1he '' fast track" to b ig m oney 

* A ll fundam entals of private investiga tio n a nd 
surveillance 

* How to sta rt your own detective agency 
* Whe re to buy sta le-o f-the -a rt e lectron ic de tectio n 

e q u ipm e nt 
* How to o p e rate from h ome, no investme nt required 
* ID Card & Diploma awarded! 

Free Information: 

UNITED STATES ACADEMY OF 
PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 

P.O. BOX 2133 
DEPT. INVESTIGATIONS (SF 

GERMAN MILITARY BUFFS! Available for the first time' A 
video delailing the uniforms. etc. of the East German military 
forces. VHS, color, 2 hrs. Send $59.95 plus S3.00 postage to: 
WWMC. PO Box 150223, Cape Coral. FL 33915. No personal 
checks. (166) 

IRAQI IDENTIFICATION DOCUMENTS: As carried by the 
vaunted Republican Guards. Genuine replicas of actual identifi­
cation cards recovered from a bunker complex by US 
infantrymen during Desert Storm. Order no $3.00 each or 2 for 
S5.00 send money order to A&M Associates, P.O. Box 4093, 
Killeen, Texas 76540. (166) 

EDUCATION 
TERMPAPER assistance. 16.278 topics available' 306-page 
catalog - rush $2.00. Research, 11322 Idaho, #206EX. Los 
Angeles, CA 90025. TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222 
(California: 213-477-8226) (167) 

EMPLOYMENT 
MARITIME CAREERS. Booklel contains information about 
salaries. job descriptions. educational and certification require­
ments. special schools. Send $5.00 to: lnformalion and Ideas. 
PO Box 681329-392. San Antonio. TX 78268-1329. (166) 

OVERSEAS, STATESIDE. $100 to $1000 daily. Now hiring. 
FREE list. ZINCS 117, Box 585. Dearborn. Ml 48120. (168) 

FEDERAL LNI ENFORCEMENT: Employment guide lists over 
30 Federal AgenUOfficer careers: Job Descriptions, Qualifica­
tions. Application Procedures and more. $8.95. FCF Guide. PO 
Box 2176. Brunswick, GA 31521-2176. (166) 

EASY WORK! EXCELLENT PAY! Assemble products at home. 
Call for information. 504/641 -8003 ext. 6823. (168) 

CARIBBEAN ISLANDS W\NT YOU!!! Live' Work' Invest' Full 
information on requirements, contacts, jobs! British Virgins, 
Antigua. St. Kitt's. St. Vincent, Montserrat' START PACKING! 
Caribbean Review, PO Box 24165, London. Canada. N6H 5C4. 
Only $10.00 U.S. (168) 

KUWAIT EMPLOYMENT average pay $40.00 hour. For 
employer list send $16.00 and SASE to Joe Buchholz, 14306 
Cornishcrest Rd., Whittier. CA 90504. (166) 

u~l,-J.>.> 
THE DANGER OF 

EXPLOSIVES 

DESERT STORM COLLECTIBLES 
Authentic Reproductions at Dangerous 

Explosive Warning posters made for 
distribulion in KUWAIT. 

Prinled on Museum Ouahly (ac1d·lree1 paper 
Sile 23 x 31 Sunable For Framing Send $7.00 + S3 00 

sh1pp1ng1handhng 10 
Nix and Associates 

2301 Lazyhollow, Suite #355A 
Houston, Texas 77~ 

Cash, Checks. & Money Orders accepted 
Allow 3·4 weeks tor delivery 

• Up to $5000 free and clear- 30 days. 
• Survive w/o a salary • Cash Income. 
• How to be working in 48 hours. 
• Get college degrees by mall. 
• Recession-proof Jobs, careers. 
• $100,000 credit on slgnalure alone. 
• Business money secrets, sources. 
• Visa/MasterCard-no credit check. 

... lllllmilllll ... FREE 40-page catalog 
EDEN PRESS • Box 8410-AF • Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

1500+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

" 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Dealer Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER'S MFG. CO. 
4015SF PROGRESS BLVD. 

PERU, IL 61354 

8 J 5 223-J J 59, Ask For Dov id 

FIREARMS & ACCESSORIES 
SPORTING AND MILITARY RIFLES, pislols and ammunition. 
20·50% below retail. Why pay more? Catalog S2 relunded with 
first order. MK2 Company, Dept. SOF, PO Box 462367, 
Garland, TX 75046. (166) 

MACHINEGUN-LIKE PATIERN FROM YOUR 12 GA. SHOT· 
GUN! Send SASE for info to: Advantage, PO Box 80348. 
Springfield. MA 01138. (166) 

FOR SALE 
ARAB HEADCLOTHS. Red/White & Black!Whi1e S30.00. With 
Cords $45.00. A.HA. Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221. (1 66) 

HAIR REGROWTH 4 MONTHSI New potent formula cures 
baldness. Prevent hereditary baldness. Halts receeding hairline. 
Box 1213-S, Maka1i 1299, Philippines. (1 67) 

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG of police and investigalion equip­
ment. S2. IPEC, Dept. SF-165. Box 7638, Sunnymead. CA 
92303. (167) 

MINIATURE FM TRANSMITIERS: Tracking transmitters! 
Voice disguisers! Bug detectors! Phone snoops! More! Surveil· 
lance rtems available assembled or build them yoursetf. Catalog 
$2.00: Xandi Electronics, Box 25647, Dept. 40R, Tempe, AZ. 
85285-5647. (166) 

OPERATION DESERT STORM COMMERATIVE PLAQUE 
Mutti Color. Beautiful design done on real parchment paper and 
8.S" x11 " wood and glass frame. Perfect for a loved one or friend 
who served in the Gulf. or any patriotic American. Send Sl 0.00 
plus $3.00 for S&H to S1ar Enterprises, 11 Plainview Road, New 
York 11735. Money back guarantee. (167) 
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Jerzees T-Shirt s by Russel - U.S.A. MADE 
Two color print on black 50/50 blend. 

Available with or wi thout 
"AMERICA KICKS ASS." (Specify) 

Sizes SM L XL ... $12.00 each XX L .. $13.00each 

Add $2.00 shp/ hdlg fo r each sh irt o rdered. 

Please speci fy size! Send check or money order to : 
VASCO. P.O . Box 24. Limerick. PA 19468 

Allow 4 weeks delivery. Dealer inquiri es invited. 

The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 
s·,.\t'\"' f. 

··' ~c."J. /oo 
l)O.\i % ~ oe Q//Q' 

"iqri'~ . 

We Pay Pos tage'~ 1~. u 
* Mort " muzzle" energy than so:'/ .22 cal. cartridges. * Shoots 184 gr. lead ball 150 cal.) 200 (I. per sec ." 
* Over 300 yard range. * Mill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel. rabbit , raccoon. 

cat, dog, fox , badger, eY!n coyote. 
* Shoots 50 cal. holis clear thru 1/4" plywood. * Up to 50 lb. draw {can you pull it ?). 

Slingshot with 4 extra power bands: $25.00 
&tra powe,-bands: $4.00 per set. Anuno: $8.00 per lb. 

, , ,~oO\ ,, 
• .. i ,~ 

.(.C:,• '{.~,. ""~o\. 'f:J'l.e'C ':>• • 
~~ e.6'1>~ t '\. 66• ~f(, 

c,'r- '''" )<f' cf' (O< (,~ 
~ '.1°''1. ~ o-i:6 \C,· ~ 

' ~'!:- ... .. ,,. ..... ' ~~ 
"- ~· c,e.'t. ce.\·.~\.<f:J '- .• "!'°•• Will Send C. O.D. 702-361-8341 

Roa Slncblr 7415 Soulh Valley View Bh·d., Las Ve1as., NV 89118 

OPERATION DESERT SHIELD or Just Cause coin $10.00 each 
plus SJ.OD postage. Call 1-601-833-6891 for card orders. 

Complete coin list 52.00. Phillips-West Monticello-Brookhaven, 
MS 39601 -3304. (170) . 

IT"S HERE!!! The Call Identifier Displays phone number of 
person calling you on easy to read LCD. S89.95 PPD . Debbie 
Shannon Enterprises. Box 740, Jackson. Alabama 36545. (205) 
246·7154. (166) 

MACE ... The Rear Stuff. not an inferior substitute. Just spray 
and walk away! Instant protection against assault. Effective 
range up to 12 feet. Only $18.95 + $2 .00 S&H. WNYC, 202 
Allen. Buffalo. NY 14201 : 1-800-477-9692. (t66) 

MAGNETIC PADLOCKS. New Quality design. tamperprool 
10.000 magnetic key combinations. Excellent Security. S9.95 
each, S2.00 S&H. Trans World Merchandise. 235 E. Colorado 
Blvd .. Su~e 132, Pasadena. CA 91101 . (167) 

MONTANA MAGNIFICENT! MAJESTIC! Own 20 acres or 
more. some bordering national forest. Private hunting, fishing: 
beautiful timber. creeks, ponds. mountain meadows from 
$299.00lacre . Beaver Creek Ranches. Inc .. Box 1509-SF. 
Noxon. MT 59853. (406) 847-2421 . (166) 
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U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 
~ 1940 through Current ~ 
If' Large Catalog, $2 .00 (,'iir.i 

SAUNDERS 
Box 3133 • SF • Naples. FL 33939-3133 I 

Pouches for Galil. 
AK, M- 16 Mags. 
First Aid Kits. 
Rations and extra gear. 
Genuine. Authentic. 
SADF issue. brown nylon. 
Money back guaran1ec. 
Visa/Mastercharge. 
American faprcss. check. 
money order or call 
1-800-234-2775 
Fax: 4t5-861-3957 

SINCE 1939 

$139-99 l<APlAflS 
Free Catalog: Call or wnte for Kaplan's Free Catalog 
Fea turing miliiary gear from around the world 

I 055 Market Street • San Fmncisco. CA 94 I03 

BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) 

c.. . VHSONLY$39.95 
By the massed bands of the 
Roy.ii Marines. A spectacular 
rousing performance. 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6 

P.O. Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205 

ANVIL I P.O. Box 640383F I El Paso, TX 79904 

HIGH POWER ROCKETS AND MOTORS; Easi ly exceed the 
speed of sound. Fly heavy payloads over ten miles high. Catalog 
$5.00: Mach Four Propulsion. Inc., PO Box 376, Pittslord, VT 
05763. (167) 

UNUSUAL BOOKSNIDEOSI Surveillance, Counter-measures. 
weapons. survival, revenge, government. military, hundreds 
more' Discount Catalog $4.00. Freedom Book Company. Box 
520294-C. Salt Lake City. UT 84t52. (166) 

SKY SOLDIERS LEAD THE WAY coffee mug with glider. 
parachutist and air assaull wings. $10. \h\AD-SOF. Box 7682, 
The Woodlands. TX 77387 -7682. (172) 

AUTHENTIC SHARK Jf!WS, 12" wide. Awesome novelty for 
fishermen with sense of adventure. humor. $15.00. Richard 
Bondira. 715 N. Erie St .. Rockville, IN 47872. (166) 

FREE 
PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income opportunities . Home 
businesses. Asset protection . New credit. jobs, degrees. New 
Identity. Foreign passports. Eden Press, Box 8410·SR. Fountain 
1.0lley. CA 92728. It 68) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. Send $1 . 
for postage: Melisa. P.O. Box 1755 Dept. SF90-L, Honolulu, HI. 
96806. (170) 

FREE LISTING! Ammo: militaria, artillery, re-enactments, 
collectors; hobbyists. etc .. Joe Jelinek, 1201-F Cottage Grove. 
Chicago Heights. IL 60411 . (166) 

THE REAL TRUTH ABOUT BALDNESS. No transplants, 
topical applications. vitamins. or novelties. NEW process is 
simple, Healthy, all Natural, and absolutely free . Grow your own 
confidentially guaranteed! Home Remedies. Box 3871 , 
Shawnee. Kansas 66203. (166) 

FREE THROWING KNIFE CATALOG AND INSTRUCTIONS. 
Send sett-addressed. slamped envelope to: Tru-Bal South. PO 
Box 1281, Cape Canaveral , FL 32920. {t66) 

"NO SCALPEL" 
VASECTOMY 

• Microsurgical laser vas reversal 
• Impotence therapy 
• Prostate cancer screening 

W. LLOYD GLOVER, JR., M.D. 
Urology !Ex-Grp Srgn-ISFGAJ 

10721 Main Street 
Fairfax. \'irginia 220.\0 

rNear Dulle~ Airpon1 

(703) 591-5443 

SURVEILLANCE 
SHERWOOD - The fust name in smveillance 

equipment. Complete line of investigative, 

communications & countenneasures equipment. 

CONTACT 1BE SIJIMllLIANCE SPt:CWJSJ'S 

SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS MSOCIATI!S, L1D. 
PO llo1 BH, So•.._,._, PA 18"6 

(2n) 3SH065 

FREE CATALOG - Milijary/Govemment ID's, certificales. 
prints with official insignias; 100's, including Desert Storm .. 
CouchPotato Publishing, 8642 Centre Court, Largo, Florida 
34647. (166) 

INSTRUCTION 
INVESTIGATION CAREER: Quick, easy home study. 12 
lessons. Become a professional. Free information. Shaw 
Investigation (Since 1971) Call (800) 272-6680. (166) 

MISCELLANEOUS 
MILITARY INSIGNIA CATALOG Over 6.000 different items and 
genuine military clothing and equipment. Send $2. Kaufman's 
West Army & Navy Goods. Dept. A-159. 1660 Eubank, 
Albuquerque. NM 87112. (166) 

L/llN BADGES AND PATCHES Send $1 for list or $8 for t2 
monthly lists. B-PEC. Dept. SF291, Box 7638. Sunnymead. CA 
92388. (166) 

FRENCH ARMY & FOREIGN LEGION CAMO Current Issue 
F-1 Suits in " LIZARD" Pattern Came; Unissued Suit $70.00, F-t 
Came Cap $15.00, A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221 . 
(166) 

ORIENTAL LADIES seeking American husbands. Respectable 
ladies from good families . the kind you couldn't meet in bars or 
on ttie street. English speaking, educated. loyal. tolerant. 
traditional. Meet hundreds of beautiful . charming, femin ine 
ladies for less than you spent on your last date. Free 
information. Introductions. Box 230SF. 2421 W. Pratt Blvd., 
Chicago. IL 60645. (167) 

NORTH VIETNAMESE HELMET STAR Limited edition metal 
replica. true to original. Only $9.95 ea .. 2 for $17.95 (includes 
tax/postage) . Check or money order to: Task, 100 E. Ohio, 
#532-S. Chicago, IL 60611 . Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. {t 68) 

CHRISTIAN1PATRIOT/SURVIVALIST book and product cata­
log only $1.00. Bohica Concepts, POB 546-SOF, Randle, 
Washinglon 98377. (166) 

MINIATURE ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE DEVICES, Cata­
log $5.00, refundable. F&P Enterprises. Box 51272, Palo Alto. 
CA 94303-C. (166) 

COMPETENT MILITARY TACTICIANS NEEDED for replays of 
WWII and Civil War games. Write to HSI, 99 Court Street. WMe 
Plains. New York 10601 . (166) 

SECRET SCANNER FREQUENCY Directories' Federal , Police. 
Surveillance. Survival. Military. Car Phones, More! Big catalog! 
CAB, PO Box 56-F, Cammack. NY 11725. (169) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2. for police catalog. B-PEC Dept. SF 
t 189. Box 7638, Moreno. CA 92303 (167) 
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SURVEILLANCE ~ 
TELEPHONE ~~ 

This is a normal functioning telephone' 
EXCEPT it has a secret built in monito1 . 
Only YOU can call and monitor all conversations, using a 
secret code, and never be detected! Range Unlimited 

S175.00-6monthWarrilnlv· PhoneTapCalalog S:l.00 
LISTEN ELECTRONICS, 603 Elgin, Muskogee. OK 74401 

1-800-633· TAPS 

Try Burning 
This One ... 

.· .. · ·····' 

ASSHOLE* 
....... ,.1 ... , ........ --iilll•--·1•11·---- :11:·----

Dy"ll9rnc .Fun Color 51 sc1ccn Send Check - M.0 - Credit Card 
Top Qunl!ty l OO'll. P1est>run~ Conon Ricki D Shlrts 
Shirts PO Box 498 
"Specify wnh 01 wnhout "ASSHOLE' Salina. KS 67402-0498 
Specify Size S-M·L-XL·XXL 

oee;er AA:j Ouann:y 
White T·Sh1rt $10,00 I Black Sll .00 1~1.lfll!S 
\\lh1te Sweo1sh1rt S1600 I Black $17.00 

(913) 825·6378 Postage Add S1 .50 PER Shirt 

- ····· ..... ···-· ·~ ·-
DEBTS? BILLS PILING UP? Bad credit is no problem. We'll 
help. Licensed/Bonded. Apps accepted $500-$50.000. Not a 
loan company. UAC, Dept. SF, PO Box 26295, Birmingham, AL 
35226 or call 1 ·(800) 326-8284. (166) 

EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS & ENAMELED PINS. your design, 
excellent quality, free catalog, A.T. Patch Co .. PO Box 682, Rm. 
133, Littleton, NH 03561 (603) 444·3423, FAX (603) 444-2371. 
(t66) 

WE ARE YOUR RELIABLE PARTNER IN confidential and 
sens~ive work, High-Tech Trading and Economic advising. ACP 
Incorporation, Box 309, Pecos, NM 87552·0309, USA. FAX: 
(505) 757-8879. (t66) 

GENUINE military surplus clothing & gear! Send $1 .00 
redeemable with order to Missouri Wilderness Catalogue 
Company, 636 Cleveland Ave., #SOF, Kirkwood, MO 63122. 
(168) 

NINJA - SELF DEFENSE handihrown fireball with smoke. 6 
minimum $12.00. Must be 18 years old to order. Include $8.00 
special pyrotek shipping charge. Check-Money order: Unique 
Worldwide Discounts. Suite 530 (SF) 2020 W. Pensacola St., 
Tallahassee. FL 32304. (166) 

SUPPORT THE TROOPS Get your "God Bless the Troops 
Operation Desert Storm 1991 : Lovely 18k1 gold. Electroplated 
tie clips, w~ every purchase $1 .00 will be donated to Dept. of 
Defense to help support OPERATION DESERT STORM. Send 
only $22.80 plus $1 .95 S&H to: ASA Marketing, 750 Washington 
St., Sutte #7256, South Easton, MA 02375. (166) 

NEED CASH $500.00 TO $50,ooo:oo? Debt consolidation? 
Major bank credit cards? " Instant credit" obtained by mail. 
S3.000.00 credit line. No cosigners. No credit check! Free 
information write National Credtt. PO Box 1105. Ozark. AL 
36361-t 105 or call (205) 774-3394. Cred~ ext. Mag-1000. (167) 

ISRAEL MILITARY PRODUCTS: New, 1991, catalogue. l.D.F. 
webbing, helmets. uniforms, insignia, T ·shirts. Send $2 (refund· 
able} for catalogue or $12 for sample of 4 insignias. l.M.P., PO 
Box 31006. Tel lwiv 61310 Israel. (167) 

VIETNAM: A BEDTIME STORY, coloring & activity book $9.95 
Ppd. Crazy Annie Productions, 17868 Hwy. 18, Bnkr 307, Apple 
lelley. CA 92307. (1 67) 

VALKYRIE,SWilN KNIGHT VETERANS: Tired of being on lhe 
beach? Re-up with The Goddess Freya, Noss. Gersemi. Loki, 
buddies. High Desire inquiries only to 203-453·2697. 24 hrs. 7 
days. (170) 

NOW UNRESTRICTED - DESERT STORM'S BLUEPRINT! 
··operations Airland Battle Doctrine (FM100·5)." "The Army's 
keystone warlighting manual ... The principal tool of professional 
self-education in the science and art of war," says Headquarters 
Department of the Army. A must for history butts. $17.95 (plus 
$2 S&H), Bill Ross Publishing, PO Box 53t488. Grand Prairie. 
TX 75053. (166) 
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FREEDOM COUNTRY 

~ 

/ 

20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9BSO. 
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Faren, near established towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN· 
TEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

FULL MONEY·BACK GUARANTEE 
'Video Available' 

CALL TOLL FREE 1 ·800·592-5990 
TREASURE STATE RANCHES 

210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 
Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846·1000 

AFRICA-KORP. CAP & GOGGLES 
German t 942 Mlg. ORIGINAL sand & dust goggles, 

sltll m lhelC pockel pouch. 
{:.D Tan Ole. caps =New REPLICA. Stale S·M· °' 

Lg S12e. Both • Only $39.00 
We pay poSlage. Our 250 page lully 1Uustrated 

catalog SS 00 (FREE with 0<der) 

•••'•j;fl•l1I•l•liij:EJGE)i.X1f:W 

• Full Size U.S. Medals. ge 
UN and RVN Medals • Display Cases 

• Miniature Medals • Manuals on 
• Official Ribbons Claiming Medals 
• Rank Badges • All Services 
• Personal Service • All Guaranteed! 

SEND $1.00 TODAY FOR COLOR CATALOG! 

MEDALS OF AMERICA 
' 1929SF FAIRVIEW ROAD 

FOUNTAIN INN, SC 29644 

FORT, Plain of Reeds, Vietnam: 11x14 color photo suitable for 
framing $11.95. Brochure S1. Tim Kerr. PO Box 9342, Seattle, 
Wash. 98109. (t 66) 

EX-FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION LEGIONNAIRES - An 
Association of ex·legionnaires is being organized in the United 
States. Contact John A. King, PO Box t 147, Laramie, WY 
82070 or call 307-742-4713 for further information. (166) 

KNOWLEDGE IS POWER! Latest de-classified government 
reports. National Security, Military Procurement, More. No 
foreign orders please! $7 to: lnfosearch Technologies, T. Dunn, 
PO Box 4476 Allentown, PA t8105. (167) 

WilR MAPS. Anyplace' Milttary, tactical, Navy, CIA, polttical, 
topographies. 50,000 maps listed, $3.00 (refundable). Allied, 
Drawer 5070-FO. Glendale, AZ. 853t 2. (166) 

A GUIDE TO NO FAULT DIVORCE, save time and money. 
Send $5.95 to RWC Publications, PO Box 847, Lorton, Virginia, 
22199. (166) 

GET A PEACE OF THE ACTION. Desert Storm sand. Send 
SS.00 money order with sase to: RWB, 12t 78 Greenspoint Dr., 
Box 430. Houston, TX 77060. (169) 

COMMISSION. You earned it on beaches, shitting sands, in 
jungles. now receive yours as Colonel of Irregulars. Send 
$19.95 to Colonel, PO Box 268, Athens, WV 247t2. (167) 

SECURITY PRODUCTS - Stun Gun: $54.95: Sabre Tear Gas: 
$10.95: Spyderco Delica: $34.95; Mace: St4.95: Police Leaded 
SAP: $24.95: Md $3.00 shipping. APPLEBY ENTERPRISES. 
2t t-C Enola St., Enola, PA 17025. (166) 

OPTICS 
BINOCULARS. SPOTIING SCOPES, ritle scopes. telescopes. 
tripods - all brands - best prices, advice - largest selection 
around - Call Binocular City, Free 1·800·473-1621 anytime. 
(t66) 

SECURITY PRODUCTS 
SECURE COMMUNICATIONS via computer. Don't risk sensi­
tive data. Free info. Heartfield Software, 330 W. Uintah #233. 
Colorado Springs, CO 80905. (166) 

• -" .' •Your spirit of adventure, danger , and 

M~
.- -.... self reliance can lead you to an excit-

" ··· ing career opportunity. Solve myster-
. ~ : v. ies, bring criminals to j~stice, protect 

UR ·· ~~' the innocent. Experts guide you every 
IECRET !'>tep vf the way. Men and women 
EOUIPMENT needed to work in challenging situa· 

=:~··:~:.'C:;. ~tions~ withstanding hard~~ips, 
1rt1tcauP.1t,MHi,Lat make on the spot ~ec1S1~ru1. 
.......,., Lodi:,ld: a.a, _ _ Learn t he latest mvestiga-
=::'',~~· :ri::• _ · _ ' tive techniques using ~pecial 
11ii691H:r_,,.,~... _, law enforcement equipment 
._....,. , . . . the same equipment 

used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Stan your 
OWll investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

Approved by Co/If. Dept. of Pub/le /1u1rw:1. 

THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 
r
1 

DEPT. SG108 PO Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 ,, 
Rullh r1H1 your "Detective" Cllreer Kit-No aal,,.,,,.n wl/I call. 

I _..._1 
1::.:..,~ I L--------------:.1 

Record telephone conversations in your ot11ce or 
home C\:Jnnects between any ca5set1e or rape 
recorder and your lelephone 1ine Star1s aulo· 
ma11cally when phone 1s answered Records bolh 
sides of conversation Siops recorder when 
phone 1s hung up. 

$19.95EACH ''' 0>< '"'' 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many 1rnes mort! powertul man 'lther 1ransm1uers 
Transmits up 10 v~ rn11e 10 ariy FM radio ·Easy 10 
Assemble Kn · up 10 JI/ bane1y (:101 111c• ) 
For calalog ol Transm111ers. Voice Scramblers ano 
other specianv ~ems . enclcse S?. 00 to USl COJP 

Call 407·725-1000 or send $19.9S + $1.00 
shipping per Item to: USI Corp., P.O. Box 

SF-20s2, Melbourne, FL 32902 coo·s OK. 

r G-;:.;rm-;,;ey i; VCR ~pai;!1 
I Home study. Learn high-profit repairs .- - ~ I 
I without investing in high-tech instruments. ((~· · I 

FREE BOOKLET: 800·223·4542. 811>\ ~ 

I Name 1 I 
Address ~, · . 

I City State_ Zip_ _ ~~· I 
The School of VCR Repair, 2245 Perimeter 

I Park, Dept. VJ171, Atlanta, Georgia 30341 ' ' J 
.. ___________ _ 

SURPLUS 
ARMY SURPLUS: Large Inventory New and Used, Plus 
Survival Items. Send $1 (Relundable) for Price List: Hugh 
Wade's Oakshire Place, Hwy 51 South, Union City. TN 38261 . 
(166) 

CAMOUFLAGE FROM 35 COUNTRIES! Current Listing Sl.00. 
l.M.S., Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221 . (166) 

GENUINE MILITARY CLOTHING, GEAR, EQUIPMENT, AND 
INSIGNIA. Our name has meant quality for over 65 years. 
Catalog $2. Kaufman's West Army & Navy Goods. Dept A·t 59. 
1660 Eubank, Albuquerque. NM 87112. (166) 

MILITARY SURPLUS, cresls, patches. knives. camping sup· 
plies. For catalogs send $3.00 (refundable) to JBJ Enterprises, 
Dept. SOF, PO Box 164, Bradley Beach. NJ 07720. (166) 

SURVIVAL 
SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs. Pots. 
Grenades) - Send $3.00 (refundable with order) for catalog of 
these and much more! Many exclusive products. Signus. Box 
33712-W18, Phoenix, AZ. 85067. (166) 

SURVllAL and primitive skills - how-to books give you the 
edge. Kns, plans and ready made "Aztec" spear throwers. 
Survival. Box 440003, Aurora, CO 80044-0003. (169) 

DISCOUNT CAMPING/BACKPACKING, SURVIVAL EQUIP· 
MENT. Free catalog. 24 hours 1 ·201-487·2830. G3 Business 
Products, PO Box 25, River Edge, NJ 07661. Dept. SOF. (176) 

TRAINING 
U.S. NAVY SEAL FITNESS PROGRAM. Gain strength and self 
confidence. Get in shape using the methods of the world's most 
elne combat unn. Send $10.95 to T ·N·S Ent., PO Box 5644, 
Virginia Beach, \A 23455. (170) 
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TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 

12062 Southwest 117th Ct., Suite 126 
Miami, Florida 33186 

800-442-9333 

BECOME A PROFESSIONAL SKIP 
TRACER & MISSING INDIVIDUAL 
INVESTIGATOR! 

AMERICA'S FASTEST GROWING INVESTIGATION 

INDUS TRY. LEARN SKIP TRAC TNC t-t Ml IN VESTTGA­
TIONS. ACCOUN TS FOR OVER 60% OF PT WORK & GENERAL 
INVESTT GATIONS . LEARN THE 11 RTGHT STUFF" TO TR1\ CK 
DOWN & LOCATE SKTPPERS &. Mi s ' THROUGH A.TC' S EX ­
CLUSIVE PROFESSTONi\L TRA TNT NC PR OGRM-1 - 5')2 PA ­
GES, 7 BOOKS TN I ! INCLUDES l!UG F. REFERENCE GLOS­
SMl Y ( OVER 800 CU RHENT MAJ OR PRIVATE &. PUBLI C 
SOURCES Of I NFORMA TION), CHAR TS, CHECKLISTS , ON­
LT NE DA TABASES f, MORE ! GLOSSARY UPDATED ONCE 1\ 
YEAR ( 1991 CURRENTLY AVAILABLE). 

CONTA1NS DOZEN S OF F.XCLUSl VF. I NVESTTGAT TO N FEA TU­
RES &. Pi\TTERNS . L1~ 1\HN JN LESS TH AX 2 MO~THS . 

START AGENCY WI TH MIN IMAL TNVF.STMENT . TREMENDOUS 
OPPORTUNI TT ES - 50- JOOK - TN nns "FTF.LIJ OF THE 
FUTURE", TMKEDT ATE COMMF.RCl AL APPLJCATTONS FROM 
DAY I rN HUSJNF.SS ~ ·r 

,_ FOR COMPLETE • INFORMATJON SEND $2.00 (RE-
,_ FUNDABLE) FOR ATC'S 16 PAGES INFO-PACK. 

ATC: TllE' LEADER IN TRACING EXPERTISE 
& Ml INVESTIGA TIONS! 

American Tracing Corp. * 289 College Street, Burlington, VT 05401·8320 * 
NAZI GENERALS CAP 

State . .. . S.M. or lg. Size = $88.00 
Shoulder Boards, . Set = 31 .00 
Collar Tabs . .. . .. . . Set = 18.00 
Complele . .. . Knights cross = 21 .00 

The Complete Se! IN STOCK 
all 4 = $137.00 We pay postage 
Catalog = $5.00 Free with Order 

Box 2063F St. Louis, MO 63158 

MUSCULAR BOOY IN SIX WEEKS! Unique 24 minute 
program! Write: Kisha, Box 147, Dept. CS . Duquesne. PA 
15110. (1 66) 

""POLICE L/JW ENFORCEMENT TRAINING. National Acad · 
emy of Investigative & Security Sciences . Guaranteed quality 
professional training courses. For FREE information send 
SAS.E. to National Academy. 3435 Camino del Rio South. 
Suite 307. San Diego. CA 92108."" (166) 
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I BE A PARALEGAL! I 
I America's No. 1 home study paralegal I 
I program. Attorney-instructed. Prepare I 
I now for your law career! School of Para· I 

legal Studies, Dept. LJ171 2245 Perim· 
I eter Pk., Atlanta, GA 30341. Or call today. I 
I FREE CAREER BOOKLET: I 
I CALL 800·223·4542 I L-------------------J 

WHERE DO OVER 8000 SUBSCRIBERS 
TURN FOR ARTICLES, ADS & NEWS ABOUT 
MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS & MORE? 
SUBSCRIBE TO. . . ~ 

MIU'l'AllV ~ l'EllICI.ES 
MAGAZINE 

···· ··· ················ ············ 
DON'T MISS OUT! 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 
1 Year (6 Issues) $15 • 2 Years (12 Issues) $25 

P.O. Box 1748- ~ • Union, NJ 07083 
Ill E ~I Aim E'f'Pl.At:E 

ron MIU'l'All\' \'l~lllCl.ES 

****************** 
RANGER. AIRBORNE . BODYGUARD training. Catalog and 
information $6. ($10 foreign) . USTC. 2020 N. Broadway . Ste. 
103. Santa Ana. CA 92706·2622. (171) 

VEHICLES 
IS IT TRUE JEEPS FOR $44 through the US Gov"!' Call for 
facts' 504/649-5745 ext. S-6823. (167) 

VIDEOS 
NAVY SEAL VIDEOS! Complete museum collection $19.95 
each. Save Money: Any 3 for $55! Any 6 for $99' ""MEN WITH 
GREEN FACES "" 30 minutes color. "'SOMEONE SPECIAL 
(1972)"" 30 minutes color. '"SUBMARINE TRUNK TRAINING '" 30 
minutes color. "'THE LONELY 111\RRIER'" 30 minutes B&W. 
"" NAVY FROGMEN"" 30 minutes B&W. '"SEALS IN VIETNAM "" 
17 minutes color. '"SEALS ON PATROL'" 15 minutes color . Also 
available at $29.95 each or 2 for $50.00: '"SOMEONE SPECIAL 
(1989)"" 30 minu1es color. '"NPllY SEALS: INSIDE LOOK"" 30 
minutes color. All sales benefit the UDT SEAL museum. Send 
check or MO to LOTI Group Productions. 13891 N. Kendall 
Drive. Suije #64. Miami. FL 33186. (166) 
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Send For Free Brochure Made in USA 
DESERT SHIELD/DESERT STORM RINGS 
Both Theatres of Operation Embossed Around Stone 

Other Rings Offered : 
• WORLD WAR II VETERAN 
• KOREAN VETERAN 
• VIETNAM VETERAN 
• PURPLE HEART 
• ALL MILITARY DIVISIONS 
• OPERATION PANAMA 
• FIRE · POLICE · EMS 

ALL RINGS $95 Refund Sterling Silver · $145 
(Gold or Silver Finish) Guarantee Solid Gold - $350 

~~ FOLEY'S P.O. Box 546 L. Skaneateles. NY 13152 Tel , 31S·68S ·691 4 

SHOCKING MANUALS!! 
Survival Electronics, Computers, Security, Weaponry, Rocketry, 
Phones, Energy, Financial, Medical. 100+. Plus Special Projects 
and Technical Research Services. Confidentiality Guaranteed! 
Send $3 for catalogs. By John Williams, former Senior Engineer 
{Lockheed) and Computer Science Professor (NMSU) - as seen 
on CBS " 60 MINUTES" . Since 1971-

CONSUMERTRONICS 
2011 CRESCENT DR. P.O. DRAWER 537 

ALAMOGORDO, NM 88310 (505) 434-0234 

SURVIVAL VIDEO! two hours covers all aspects of Emergency 
Wilderness survival. Hosted by experienced military survival 
instructor. Includes free $7.50 survival aid. Easy order call Pro 
Image Video. (305) 258-8861 . $39.95 Visa. Mastercard Wei· 
come. (166) 

SPECIAL FORCES SURVIVAL TRAINING VIDE0.2 hrs. 
practical lijesaving instruction. Includes pamphlet. $19.95 ppd. 
Somerset Productions. PO Box 3041-SOF, Columbus. GA 
31903-0041 . (166) 

NON-CONVENTIONAL WEAPONS and Tact ics. Never be 
without a weapon again! Convert almost any object into an 
effective weapon. This unique video shows you how. FREE 
DETAILS. M.A.V.P .. 3607 Old Bay Springs Road . Laurel . MS 
39440. (167) 

TRAIN DRUG DETECTOR DOGS. Finally .. . secrets ol the poos• 
Videos on licensing, theory, selection. training. proofing . search 
patterns. $125. St. Augustine Canine Center. 5720 US 1 N. St 
Aug .. FL 32095 VISA. (166) 

WANTED 

PATRIOTIC Gun Owners. Veterans. Pol ice. NRA. SAF. Mil itary. 
to defend the Second Amendment. Secret Order ol the Patriot. 
PO Box 740. North Scituate. RI 02857 Fraternal. (166) 
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PERSONAL & BUSINESS PRIVACY AND SECURITY 
ISRAELI INSTINCTIVE SHOOTING METHOD - Revealed! 

Learn to shoot FAST, safely and with deadly 
surgical precision. This video reveals for the first 
time, the step by step training method used by 
all of the "special units" of the Israeli military. 

Shooting course as taught by ISDS, an Israeli 
government approved company that specializes 
in counterterrorism and VIP protection. 

These techniques have been proven to work in 
"real world" situations time and t ime again. 
Anyone can learn the Instinctive Shooting 
Method after watching this video with just a few 
hours practice. 

Produced and filmed on location in Israel with 
Israeli instructors. 

Learn from the best! Be prepared when it really 
counts. 

Fast moving one hour video is a complete 
condensed version of the Israeli Instinctive 

Instinctive Shooting Video 
Retail $69.95 
Introductory Price 549.95 (Ship/Insur. $4.) 

BODY WIRE TRANSMITTER- Room Monitor 
EP-151 transmits your voice or other sounds up 

to 1,000 feet away to the matching receiver 
(included) with this small (cigarette pack size) 
crystal controlled VHF transmitter. (See warning.) 

Reg. $399. SALE 5299. Complete 
(Ship/ Insur. $10.) 

"TELEPHONE 'TAPS' & 
'ROOM BUGS; 
How They're Done, 
How To Defeat Them" 

This exclusive video clearly demonstrates how easily 
wiretapping and room bugging can be done and what 
you can do to protect your privacy. 

A leading expert in countersurveillance begins with a 
detailed examination of telephone taps. The major 
fallacies of "tap detection" devices are exposed, 
followed by a discussion of the ONLY reliable methods 
to detect taps and safeguard your communications. 
Learn the major features of common taps, including 
slaves, parasitic and nonparasitic devices, telephone 
recorder devices and more. Also included is an 
examination of how cellular and portable phones and 
even FAX machines can be tapped. 

Part 2 of the 
video examines 
the ins and outs of 
room bugs, includ­
ing transmitters, 
wired microphones, 
laser listening 
devices, contact 
and parabolic 
mikes and body 
wires. See how these 
insidious bugs can 
be disguised as 
electrical outlets, 

smoke detectors, pens, calculators and cigarettes. 
The video concludes with a look at the best 

counterrr.easures against tapping and bugging, 
includir0 how to detect transmitters, sweEping and 
detect;on gear that works and tips on how to perform 
a physical search of a room. 

Don't let others invade your business or personal 
life. Find out how to protect yourself today! 

Available in VHS format only. 
Reg. $99. DIRECT 549.95. (Ship/ Insur. $4.) 

ALSO AVAILABLE 
• Body Wire & Bug Detector Transtec silently vibrates when it detects a hidden 

transmitter. Pocket size. Reg. $795. Sale 5695. (Ship/ Insur. $10.) 
• Scrambled Walkie Talkies VHF, 5 watt, 4 channel, hand held, 3-7 miles, recharge­

able. Hodel VHF-30 5595. ea. Minimum two required. 
• Telephone Scrambler Portable, 13,000 access codes, works over any phone 

including cellular. 5299. ea. Minimum two required. (Ship/ Insur. $10.l Ultra High 
Level Units from 52,695. 

• Stunlight Lightweight combination 40,000 volt stungun and rechargeable flashlight. 
Ready when you neEd it. 5159. (Ship/ Insur. $7.50) 

• Briefcase Recording System Totally hidden micro-casette system. Records from 30 
feet away. 5399. (Ship/Insur. $15.) 

• Shotgun Microphone With amplifier and headphones. Hand held, directional. Range 
varies with conditions. 5249. (Ship/ Insur. $10.) 

• Mini-Microphone Size of a pencil eraser, 25' wire, built-in amplifier, operates for 
months on one standard battery. Fits our long play recorders. AL-1 599. (Ship/Insur. $5.) 

• Professional Countermeasures System Complete in briefcase. Detects bugs and 
taps, hidden microphones, recorders, etc. $2,995. (Ship/Insur. $30.) 

• Llsergunslght FA-4 Only 4" long, weighs 3.5 ounces. 16 hours on one battery. 200 
yard plus range. Fits in the µaim of your hand. Built-in weaver rings, mounts available 
for most weapons. 5299. (Ship/Insur. $10.) Mounts 545. ea. (Ship/ Insur. $3.50) 

• Contact Microphone Ear-200 with built-in amplifier, recording jack provided. 
Cigarette pack size. 5249. (Ship/ Insur. $10.) 

• Telephone Ear Listen in by telephone! Just attach to telephone line in home or 
business, dial up .ind enter secret code, now you can listen to room sounds from any 
telephone in the world. 5249. (Ship/ Insur. $10.) 

• Long Term Storage Food One year supply. 51,076. (Ship/Insur. $154.) 
• Weapons Detector Garrett Super Scanner, hand held. 5179. (Ship/Insur. $7.50) 
• Narc Bag Looks like a standard waist pack, but one quick jerk on the front and a 

hidden holster compartment is revealed. This system is fast and well concealed. For 
small revolvers and medium autos. Black nylon only. 539.95 (Ship/ Insur. $5.) 

• Operations Recorder Voice activated, auto reverse, records for four hours on one 
casette tape. Small size. Works with auto start or mini microphone. 5289. 
(Shipilnsur. $7.50) 

ULTRA 
II TRANSMITTER 

Small, powerful. Microphone will pick up a 
whisper 20 feet away. Works with any FM receiver, 
tuneable 88 to 128 Mhz. Up to '/; mile or more! 

Powered by 9 volt battery for several days. 
Easy final assembly required. No soldering, takes 
S minutes. For use as security room monitor or 
testing and exPErimentation only. See warning. 
Ultra II 599. (Ship/ ln;ur. $3.50) 110/9 Volt 
Continuous Power Supply 529: ppd. 

SPY TECH VIDEO 
Watch as 

each product 
is demon­
strated, learn 
how they can 
give you the 
"edge:· 30 
minutes­
VHS only. 

Spy-Tech Video Catalog 514.95 (Ship/ Insur. $3.) 

VOICE CHANGER 
Fits over the handset of any telephone and 

electronically changes your voice to protect your 
identity. 5298. (Ship/Insur. $5.) 

MICRO 
SURVEILLANCE 
TV CAMERA 

Size of a cigarette pack. Pin hole lens will see 
through a V•" hole. Camera can be hidden almost 
anywhere and has built in lens and microphone. See 
and listen. Can be hooked u to a VCR or TV. 

Complete 5699. (Ship/ Insur. $10.) 

PHONE RECORDING 
SYSTEM 

Totally silent, 
starrs and stops 
automatically, 
our exclusive, 
specially modi­
fied, selectable 
8or12 hour long 
play recorder 
every time any 
telephone on 
the line is used. 
Records both 
sides of the conversation. (See warning.) long Play 
8/12 Hour Recorder 5125. (Ship/ Insur. $7.50) 
Autostart 559.95 [Ship/ Insur. $3.50) 
SAVE-BOTH UNITS ONLY 5165. (Ship/Insur. 
$10.) Optional Alligator Adaptor Clips for 
attaching anywhere on the line. 510. (Ship/Insur. 
$3.50) 

WARNING NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPMENT IS SOLD SUBJECT TO PUBLIC LAW 90-351, 
TITLE 111, 18 U.S.D., SECTION 2511, ALL LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL ORDINANCES, RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC. IT IS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE 
BUYER (NOT THE SELLER) TO CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL FOR INTERPRETATION OF ANY LAWS APPLICABLE TO THE AREA OF INTENDED USE. 

Executive Protection Products, .Inc. - The Professionals 
1325 lmola Avenue West • Suite S • Napa • California • 94559 • (707) 253-7142 
MasterCard • VISA • American Express • COD • 24 Hour Voice Mail Order Desk • F,i x r707l 253-7149 
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A DIVISION OF COLD STEEL,INC. 

,, When Lynn Thompson started'Cold Steel over ten years ago, he was determined·to 
•. make high quality.knives.that were tough, sharp, and excellent value t0r money. He 

-• .. :.:' : succeeded; ano Cold Steel has become the industry leader in sport and combat knive~ . 
. ·:· , , . ; Lynn·is constarttly:experimenting and developing new Ideas. '!- , 
; ... ~. 

Call TOU. FREE for a 
Cold Steel Brochure 
800/258-1655 
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