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REPLY TO “STUCK” ...

I would like to respond to the writer
of “Stuck at home” in the June '91
issue of SOF. Let me say that while the
writer’'s eagerness to serve in the Gulf
is commendable, his sour grapes
are not.

The Army (and other services) had
certain requirements to fill and (fortu-
nately) had enough units to fill them.
Not everyone gets a chance to be a
hero. Those National Guard units that
went did exactly the same thing the
Regular Army did: follow orders and go
where they were sent.

The mission of the Guard is what-
ever the policy makers say it is. Cur-
rently, that mission is not limited to
replacing Regular units in garrison
duty.

I now have 16 years in the military
— four in the Coast Guard and 12 in
the Army National Guard. If | am ever
called, 1 will do the best job | can; if |am
never called, | will do my best to train
those who follow me so they’ll be ready
if they get called.

What | won't do is complain about
unfairness when | can be accomplish-
ing my mission.

Capt. Dennis P. Morehouse
Oregon Army National Guard
Roseburg, Oregon

BUNGLED YAKA ...

On page 29 in your June '91 issue,
in the story titled “Tigers In Paradise,”
there is a photo of a vehicle with a
caption that reads, in part, " ... Soviet-
built armored car known locally as a
Yaka.”

In fairness, the photo is not taken
from the most advantageous angle
and people in the vicinity partially
obscure the vehicle. Nonetheless, the
caption is incorrect.

The vehicle in the photo is actually a
British Alvis (now British Leyland) Sar-
acen armored personnel carrier. The
Saracen was built in Britain in the
1950s-1960s; a companion vehicle
built on the same chassis was the
Saladin armored car, mounting a
76mm gun. Both vehicles saw exten-
sive service with the British army in
various parts of the world.

Lt. Col. G. Davidson Smith
Royal Canadian Dragoons (Ret.)
Ottawa, Canada

SOF received two letters (the other
from Barry Nelson) about our Yaka
misidentification. We apologize for the
mistake, and will use more care in
making future identifications.

CARE FOR COASTIES ...
Congratulations on the fine article,

“Piranha Patrol” [June '91]. It is not

often that the Coast Guard receives
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recognition for the more interesting
aspects of its duties. The Drug Interdic-
tion Assist Team (DIAT) program must
be one of our nation’s best-kept se-
crets; | have talked to many active-duty
Coast Guardsmen who do not even
know of its existence.

What international publication other
than SOF wouid care about a few
Coasties earning their pay? Keep up
the good work.

Lt. J.L. Echols
U.S. Coast Guard (Ret.)
Satellite Beach, Florida

DANGEROUS IGNORANCE ...

| am a senior at a university in
Brooklyn, New York, and | need to
write to air out some frustrations. My
speech class recently had a debate,
the topic of which was: “Do people
have the right to own firearms?” A
colleague and | debated in the affirma-
tive; three others debated that people
do not have the right to own firearms.

More than anything else, the debate
showed how supremely ignorant anti-
gunners are of the gun issue. But it
didn’'t end there. We continued the
debate outside of class, and | began to
realize how pompous and hypocritical
these anti-gun people are. One of
them, who is a good friend despite our
opposing views, was offered a gun
magazine to read so he could see how
“the other side” views the issue. He
derided the idea and said he was so
anti-guns, he wouldn't read it.

When | mentioned a Flak letter in the
December 1989 issue of SOF about a
woman who was raped after she sur-
rendered her weapons, he claimed it
was forged! These people have been
brainwashed into thinking that when-
ever someone is shot, a fascist outcry
to ban everything from law-abiding
citizens must follow.

Despite the fact that an incredible
majority of shootings can be traced to
ilegal sources (remember, I'm in New
York), they want no one aside from the
police to own guns. The idea of a
citizen protecting himself from thugs is
completely lost on them.

| subscribe to Time and the New
York Times, as well as SOF, to balance
the information | receive. | think that if
people are going to be so vehemently
against something, they should first
know what the hell they’re talking

AUGUST 91






about, which the anti-gunners do not.
One last thing: | enjoy your maga-

zine mostly for its informative and
intriguing foreign war coverage — you
people are providing us an invaluable
service by reporting on these “forgot-
ten” conflicts.

Jerry Park

Brooklyn, New York

REGISTER YOUR ROCK ...

I recently read an article in Parade
magazine by Jack Anderson. In the
story, Jack was assaulted and mugged
by a man wielding a 3-foot-long pipe. |
think Jack was right by suggesting we
license pipes and have a seven-day
waiting period before one can be
purchased from the plumbing store.

Blame the weapon you are attacked
with; not the criminal using it. In the
Bible, Cain killed Abel with a rock.

4 guess this is the only place left for us to settle.”
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Maybe we could take care of the
unemployment problem by numbering
and registering all rocks. Also, more
people have been killed in automobile
accidents in our country than in all of
the wars we have been involved in. But
the slaughter goes on. Bernard Goetz
was attacked by youths with sharp-
ened screwdrivers ...
Shall | go on, or does anyone else

see the big picture?

Siegfried J. Pinchut

Garden Grove, California

WHATIZIT? ...

Please refer to the article titled
“Target Saddam” in your March '91
issue. The article was very interesting
and timely to artillerymen; | have a
problem, however, with the semantics
used relating to weapons in the story.

A “"howitzer” used to be a short-
barreled, high-angle, plunging-fire, rel-
atively low-velocity cannon as com-
pared to a “gun,” which had a higher
velocity, longer range and flatter
trajectory.

My earliest experience with these
weapons was 56 years ago with the old
Coast Artillery, when | was a range
officer on a 155mm GPF of French
descent. Our group took over from the
12th Marine Defense Battalion in the
Russell Islands.

The old 155mm GPF was a very
accurate weapon, excellent for harbor

defense. Our needs and interests at
Russell, however, were primarily anti-
aircraft, for which we had various
weapons to choose from.

My question: [s the weapon on page
50 of “Target Saddam” considered to
be a “howitzer”? The barre! looks far
too long, i.e., more like the old “gun.”
Please clarify.

Col. James H. Jensen
AUS (Ret))
San Mateo, California

The weapon in the article is officially
classified as a 155mm howitzer M198,
although its maximum range (with the
same weight of projectile) is about the
same as the old 155mm guns M1 and
M2 (now called M59) of World War
fame that replaced the 155mm GPFs.
The self-propelled version of the
155mm howitzer and the 8-inch howit-
zer have also gone to long-barreled
forms with “gun” type ranges.

In short, the distinction between
“gun” and “howitzer” has become very
indistinct. Still, even the latter-day
howitzers have the capability of high-
angle fire and variable charges. —Alex
McColl

DIRTY IN THE DESERT ...

I'am a U.S. Army tanker who served
in Operation Desert Storm. | am writing
to you regarding media coverage of the
war. Almost everything shown was of
the “pretty” side of the war.

Units like the 82nd and 101st Air-
borne, 24th Mech. and the Marines
were all that was ever seen or heard of
in the media. | am a member of the
most powerful unit in the world, the
Spearhead 3rd Armored Division. But
we received little or no media cover-
age. We didn't live the “pretty” life like
many in the Rapid Deployment Forces.
We lived down and dirty in the desert.
We didn't have fancy desert uniforms;
we were the “men in green.”

We need no sympathy; just recogni-
tion like the other units got. We are all
proud Americans who served our
country until the end. Spearhead!

Cpl. Matt Green
3rd Armored Cavalry

Something on your mind? Write and
teil us about it. We reserve the right
to edit. Send letters to: FLAK, c/o

SOF, PO Box 693, Boulder CO 80306 %
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COMBAT CRAFT

by Dave Ganci

URPHY'S Law dictates that at

one time or another, every

vehicle ever made will break
down in the boondocks — be it a jeep,
Humvee or pickup truck. And when it
does break down, the driver will realize
he forgot to tell anyone where he was
going or when he would return. He will
be ... stranded. And he's going to want
to be rescued — ASAP.

Even without a vehicle, anyone who
spends a great deal of time in the
boonies can easily find himself in
circumstances that require rescue.
The trick is letting someone know you
need help.

As a corollary to the above cited
Murphy's Law: When disaster strikes,
chances are you forgot to bring any
signaling devices, and gave no thought
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to who would notice your absence or
when anyone would come looking for
you. Chances are you aren't sure
where you are.

If you have radio contact with a base
operator or CB contact with another
vehicle, you can give an approximate
location — using these transmission
methods as signaling tools. But you
still must improvise ground and air
signaling devices to attract the atten-
tion of those looking for you. If you
have no radio capability, you must
depend on makeshift signaling tech-
niques to grab the eye of any passing
aircraft or ground vehicle. Either way,
you have to act fast and make your
situation known.

The first thing you need to do if you
have a vehicle is to open all the doors,

Signaling in the Sticks

trunk-lid and hood — a universal dis-
tress signal. Then you need to take an
inventory of everything in your posses-
sion that might aid you in signaling for
help; your job is to make yourself as
conspicuous as possible to anything
that flies, drives or walks.

Old newspapers, magazines or
cardboard make good fire tinder; old
clothes, tarps, covers or flags provide
attention-getters — especially if bright
colored; gasoline from the fuel tank is
the best fire-starter; the side or rear-
view mirror can be used for a signal
mirror; the horn can be used for
audible signaling; floor mats, spare tire
and anything rubber can be burned
— making black smoke which is highly
visible for long distances; road flares
for igniting fires; spray paint for mark-
ing up the vehicle ... anything that will
make your immediate environment
stand out from its surroundings.

After the inventory is made, signal
fires must be set up. Brush and wood
must be gathered to build three fires
about 40 feet apart in a triangle — at
least 100 feet away from the vehicle.
The piles should be pyramidal and at
least 4 to 5 feet high. The paper
materials should be stuffed into the
middle of the piles ... the gasoline and
road flares ready for ignition.

arge stones or tree limbs can be

used to lay out a 50-foot “X" on

the ground — close to the fire
triangle. The “X" is the easiest shape
to spot from the air and will draw the
eye to the other signals.

If the terrain is barren of burnable
material, three road flares can be used
for the fire triangle. If no flares are
available, three boulder piles (spray
painted if possible) or three bunches of
seat-cover material — if a different
color from the ground — can be used.

Three of anything is the universal
distress signal.

Mirrors can be used to reflect the
sun into the eyes of the pilot or vehicle
driver in the distance — or into the
eyes of a person on foot for that matter.
This is a technique that takes practice.
The would-be rescuer must be at such
an angle from the sun that the reflect-
ing beam can be easily flashed into
his eyes. .

The horn can be used to signal

Continued on page 27
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bargain-filled columns of SHOTGUN
NEWS, published 3 times each month. It's
the leading publication for the sale, pur-
chase and trade of firearms and acces-
sories of all types. Established in 1946,
THE SHOTGUN NEWS has aided thou-
sands of gun enthusiasts locate firearms,
both modern and antique -- rifles, shot-
guns, pistols, revolvers, scopes, mounts. ..
all at money-saving prices. The money you
save on the purchase of any one of the
more than 10,000 listings 3 times a month
more than pays your subscription cost.
You can’t afford to be without this unique
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COMBAT CRAFT

vehicles or persons out of shouting
range — three beeps of two seconds
each, spaced two seconds apart and
repeated every 20 seconds. This is the
same sequence used for gunshots.

Headlights can be turned on at
night, also using the same frequency
as the horn. They can be taken out of
the moldings and turned upward to
signal aircraft.

Tarps, old clothes or flagging can be
laid out and held down with stones next
to the large “X.” The brightest piece of
material should be tied onto a long
branch and used for waving at aircraft.

Let's say you got lucky and were
rescued within 24 hours. For your next
trip, you decide to equip yourself with
the best signaling devices and not get
caught short again.

First, always leave a detailed itiner-
ary of your journey and keep track of
routes traveled. Next, gather a couple
of commercial (red) smoke bombs and
a couple of military aerial flares — the
biggest available. (The pen flares are
all right at night but virtually worthless
during the day.) Try out all of the above
to make sure you know how to
use them.

Get the best brass police whistle
available. The whistle will carry almost
as far as the vehicle horn and certainly
farther than the human voice — which
becomes useless after repeated
shouts.

Military signal panels should be on
the list. They provide a bright purple
and red surface for aircraft to spot.

A strobe light is a must. Military
issue is best but there are some good
ones available commercially. They can
be seen for miles at night by both air
and ground searchers.

Sunday newspaper stuffed into

a ruck or vehicle trunk makes a

great signaling “X” when laid
out and anchored by dirt.

A pair of heavy-duty gloves for
collecting wood and brush is thrown in
along with a couple cans of red and
orange spray paint.

The most important signaling item of
all is then added. As a matter of fact,
two should be procured — just in case
one breaks: the signal mirror. The best
kind is the military Mark 3 Type 2.
There are two sizes. The big one is a
must. And you must practice with it to
perfect your signaling technique.
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The key to using all available sight
and sound signaling techniques is
timing. Aircraft can fly by quickly, or be
too high or too far away, or begoing in
the wrong direction. Vehicles can be
too far away or traveling too fast. If the
signal fires are wasted on either, they
must be rebuilt.

If an aircraft is heading to the scene
— and it isn't over 500 feet above the
terrain — it's probably looking for
something. Ifit's very high and moving
fast, it's probably not aware of your
emergency. The trick is to wait until the
target is as close to your position as
possible — and heading toward it.
Then light everything up at once, wave
the clothing, jump up and down, throw
dust into the air, beep the horn, try the
signal mirror — attempt to will the pilot
or vehicle driver to see the signals.

In short, make the biggest display
possible to grab the rescuer’s eye and
ear. That's the best way to get back

into town in time for happy hour.

here is a special signaling device

sold only to aircraft owners and

pilots — which can only be used
in the case of a downed airplane. It's
called the human emergency locator. It
transmits a distress signal to a network
of satellites which transmit to the U.S.
Air Force Rescue Center. The Rescue
Center then mobilizes a rescue mis-
sion that pinpoints your location. This
device is basically a hand-held ELT, or
emergency location transmitter, and
can be used to augment the ELT that is
required equipment on most aircraft.
The ELT also transmits a location
message.

Emergency Locator Products Corp.
manufacturers such an instrument. It's
called ELP-1000 and sells for $254.95.
It can be ordered from ELP Corp.,
Dept. SOF, 1565D Fifth Industrial
Court, Bayshore, New York 11706;
(516) 666-5049.5%
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STORMIN'
NORMAN

CHWARZKOPF

Genius of Desert Storm

AVE after wave of applause
rolled through the U.S. House
of Representatives with mem-
bers of Congress from both the
House and the Senate standing
in respect, even adulation. The
smiles and the cheers thundered on as
General H. Norman Schwarzkopf, the
genius of Desert Storm, stepped with
dignity up to the dais to deliver a spell-
binding speech to a capacity audience.

He thanked God, the president, Con-
gress and the American people. He spoke
with unashamed pride and love when he
thanked the troops. ‘““Who were we?”’
Schwarzkopf asked. ‘“We were 541,000
soldiers, sailors, airmen, Marines and
Coast Guardsmen. We were the thunder
and lightning of Operation Desert Storm.
We’re the U.S. military and damned proud
of it.”’

Without his actually saying as much, his
presence spoke also of another war in
which he had served — Vietnam. The last
senior Army officer to address Congress
was Gen. William Westmoreland, com-
mander of U.S. Forces in Vietnam. In his
address on 28 April 1967, he spoke of
victory and triumph that would never
come. Westmoreland told Congress,
‘“‘Backed at home by resolve, confidence,
patience, determination and continued
support, we will prevail in Vietnam over
the Communist aggressor.’’

Schwarzkopf seemed to be trying to
exorcise the ghost of Vietnam. In a direct
contrast to Westmoreland’s unfulfilled

by Richard Mackenzie

hope for bipartisan support for the Viet-
nam War, Schwarzkopf thanked the Amer-
ican people for what they had already done
during the Gulf War. ‘‘Because of you,
when that terrible first day of war came,
we knew we would not fail. We knew we
had the strength of the American people
behind us. And with that strength, we were
able to get the job done, kick the Iragis out
of Kuwait and get back home.”’

With his words, Schwarzkopf unfurled
the Desert Storm victory like a giant
banner whipping in the wind. He would
also march in the glow of that glory on 10
June in New York City when he headed
what New York Mayor David Dinkins
called the Mother of All Ticker Tape
Parades.

If Schwarzkopf invoked the memory of
Vietnam in his appearance before Con-
gress, he carried it with him in Desert
Storm. So did virtually every senior com-
mander of the U.S. Forces. Vietnam
permeated aspects of the operation across
the board — from the decision not to
release enemy casualty statistics and
thereby get into the ‘‘body count busi-
ness’’ to the way that air operations were
conducted.

*“The Bear”’

With two tours in Vietnam and a key
role in Grenada, Schwarzkopf is one of the
most highly decorated soldiers among the
Pentagon’s senior commanders. He was
first an infantryman, then trained as a
paratrooper with the 101st Airborne.
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ASK Force Ripper, the first
Coalition unit to assault Iraqgi
positions in Kuwait, could not

. have accomplished its task
without help from two squadrons of Cobra
gunships.

The Cobras were the airborne eyes for
Task Force Ripper as 6,000 grunts kicked
Saddam’s ass back to Baghdad and slaugh-
tered his soldiers like sheep. A sign
hanging around the neck of a dead Iraqi
tanker issued a stark warning to other
Iraqis who passed by the burned-out hulk:
“Don’t Fuck With The Marines.”’

One of the Cobra pilots, who made
many Iraqgi soldiers wish they had never
heard of Kuwait, earned the handle ‘‘King
Cobra for his exploits on the battlefield.

Captain Randy Hammond, 32, of Teme-
cula, California, chalked up more Iraqi
kills than any other SuperCobra pilot in
Kuwait.

Hammond, a member of the ‘‘Scar-
faces’’ (HMLA-367) from Camp Pendel-
ton, California, destroyed 10 tanks, three
armored personnel carriers (APCs), eight
other armored vehicles, three antiaircraft
artillery (AAA) pieces, including a pair of
S-12s (85mm guns) and a ZSU 23-4 Quad
23mm self-propelled antiaircraft vehicle.
Hammond also killed an unknown number
of Iraqi soldiers.

““I couldn't tell how many I killed,”’
Hammond said, ‘‘because pieces fly eve-
rywhere when you hit ’em with 20 mike
mike [20mm cannon fire].”’

Hammond’s squadron was ‘‘hell on
skids’’ when it came to knocking out
enemy armor and artillery. The Scarfaces
outshot the Gunfighters (HMLA-369) by a
country mile: destroying a total of 104

pieces of equipment, including 44 tanks -

and 51 APCs. The four helicopters that
make up the air division Hammond leads
accounted for 27 of the 44 tanks destroyed.
And 21 of those kills came during three
sorties on the second day of the war.

Hammond’s air division also recorded
the only Cobra kills on a pair of T-72 tanks
under the lights (illumination flares), a
difficult task given the Cobra’s lack of
night-fighting equipment.

What you’re about to read is the account
of Capt. Hammond, a flight lead in charge
of four AH-1 Whiskey-model SuperCo-
bras, and what happened to him from the
“git go.”

““It’s Started”’

‘I was laying in the rack on 17 January
when our sergeant major ran into our tent
at 0330 and said, ‘It’s started.” We could
hear jets roaring overhead as we turned on
the radio and heard reports from Baghdad,
Riyadh, Dhahran and various places that
the air war had begun,”” Hammond
recalled.

‘“‘Nineteen January was the first time
my squadron was activated. We were
standing alert that night at Al Mishab
airfield in Saudi Arabia when our RPVs
(remote-piloted vehicles) detected some
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heavy machine-

enemy tanks moving down the coastal
highway toward the Saudi border town of
Khafji.

‘“We were scrambled and sent to an area
called the ‘Elbow,” where Kuwait meets
Iraq at a 90 degree angle on the
southwestern border of Kuwait. We went
out there to support some LAVs (light
armored vehicles) that were under attack,”
Hammond said.

By the time he and his flight of three
Cobras showed up (one went down in the
chocks with mechanical problems and
could not launch), the Iragis had retired
back toward the border after crossing
swords with the LAVs and being
pummeled by some A-10 Thunderbolts.
Seven Marines aboard one LAV became
the first KIAs of the Kuwaiti conflict when
a Warthog (A-10) hit their LAV by
mistake with an unforgiving Maverick
missile.

‘““We received some multiple rocket-
launcher  and

a hover. .
Numero Uno

But before he backed off, Hammond got
the first tank kill by an attack helicopter in
the Persian Gulf.

‘“As these guys headed out of town
[Khafji], we started shooting TOWs at
them,’’ he said. The TOW Hammond fired
at the T-62 was a wire-guided missile
(packing an 8.6-pound shaped charge) that
proved to be very effective against tanks.

‘““When I hit it, the turret blew apart,”
Hammond said, ‘‘and we got a pretty good
secondary (explosion) out of it.’’ The
TOWs his helicopter carried in side racks
were more effective on enemy armor than
Hammond thought they’d be.

He also was about to see a spectacular
display of marksmanship by his second
section lead, Capt. Steve Rudder, and his
co-pilot, First Lieutenant Brian McCrarey,
who put ““one helluva TOW shot’’ into a

. fleeing T-62,

gun fire from the
Iraqis,”” Ham-
mond, who illum-
inated the area
with flares and
returned fire,
keeping the Iraqis
at bay, recounted.

As the sun
came up on 30
January, the
combat situation
changed. ‘‘Now it
was our game,’”’
Hammond said
with determined

beyond the normal
range of a TOW.
“The only ex-
planation I have”
Hammond said,
‘“is somebody at
the factory put
some extra wire in
it, because that
baby reached out
more than 4,000
meters and hit the
tank, causing its
turret to flip
upside down and
land on the open
hole like a

confidence. ‘‘We
were ready to roll. The LAVs that had
taken a beating during the night were
directed to move to a position on the
Saudi-Kuwaiti border, and his flight
moved up well forward of them, about
5,000 meters, and began clearing the
area.”

t a police post on the border,
AHammond’s flight spotted three

T-62 tanks, engaged them with
TOW missiles and destroyed them all.
Cantinuing to press the attack, he swung in
toward 15 other vehicles, knocking out yet
another tank moving toward the LAVs.
Nine Iraqi soldiers ran into the open, threw
up their hands and started waving
white flags.

““My co-pilot, Capt. Mark Phillips (who

did most of the flying while Hammond

.operated the weapons systems in the rear

seat), used our helicopter to round ’em up
like cows and called for the LAVs to come
and get them,”” Hammond recalled. ‘“The
tanks took a 180-degree heading back into
Kuwait as the LAVs moved toward their
objective.”

As Hammond’s flight pressed the
attack, it became the target of AAA fire
—a good tactic for the Iragis to employ,
being that all helicopters are vulnerable in

tiddlywink.”’

Hammond and his buddies were
chomping at the bit to get at the Iraqis.
‘“We worked our ass off from the time we
arrived in Saudi Arabia until we pulled the
first trigger,”’ he said. ‘“You know after six
months with no beer, no fun, and no
women, we were chomping at the bit.”
But nailing some tanks relieved a lot of
their pent-up emotions.

The Scarfaces were not called upon
again until the first night of the ground
war, 24 February. HMLA was on alert at a
forward arming and refueling point
(FARP), a place codenamed ‘‘Lonesome
Dove,’’ near the ‘“Elbow.”’

A call came in for a mission 15km south
of Ali Al Salem airfield. 2nd Marine
Division needed help from Scarface. ‘“The
division had pushed north and
consolidated its position for the night,”
Hammond said.

¢ lamented the fact that his
HSuperCobra had limited night-

fighting capability, but, as one
battalion commander put it, ‘“You dance
with who you bring, and if you bring bad
equipment, you still have to dance.”’

The thermal imagery system (TIS) on
some of 2nd Division’s M1A1 tanks had
picked up heat signatures from 40 to 50
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Yakima Yank Marine

Reservists

destroyed by Bravo Company.

The farmers, truck drivers, plumbers
and college students who were called to
active duty in Bravo established a combat
record unequaled in Marine Corps history.
It also may have dispelled long-standing
myths about Marine Reserve units’ ability
to fight.

After abrief — but bloody — action, the
commander of the 2nd Tank Battalion to
which Bravo was attached, flew over the
battlefield to survey the damage. When he
asked how many tanks did that amount of
damage, he was told 13.

‘‘He couldn’t believe it,”’ First Sergeant
Robert D. Martin, who joined Bravo two
days before it was activated and deployed
to the Persian Gulf, said.

Military intelligence had warned *‘Pred-
ator’’ to expect Soviet-built T-72s on the
battlefield, but after confronting the best
armor Saddam had, none of the Marines
had anything good to say about the highly
touted tanks or their Iraqi crews.

““The T-72 is a piece of shit,”’ Cpl.
Forenpohar, whose crew chalked 17 kills
on the turret of his tank, said. ‘‘Every T-72
we hit had a catastrophic turret separation

Kick, Bash and

T&k@ N AINES

— in other words the turrets came off the
tanks. The only tanks we hit that didn’t
lose their turrets were the ancient T-54/
55s. They stayed intact. The T-72s disinte-
grated.

§ T n some cases, the turret ring

]:[which holds the turret in place as

it traverses was still attached to

the tank hulk. The impact of a 120mm

round completely ripped the seams out of

the welds and blew the whole turret off the
top of the hole.”

Unlike BMPs, which Forenpohar hit
with high explosive rounds at ranges of
1,500 meters or less, he never got close
enough to any Iragi tanks to see the
round’s impact. Muzzle-flash and smoke
obscured most of the distant targets.

Desert Butter At Reveille

Forenpohar, who is one of the ‘‘top
guns’’ in Bravo, having destroyed eight
tanks, five BMPs and four trucks said, ‘It
was just a major explosion and a lot of
secondaries as ammunition cooked off.”’
Six of the eight tanks he killed were T-72s.

Bravo went through the Iraqi armor like
a hot knife through butter. Thirty-three of

the 34 tanks destroyed during the so-called
““Reveille Engagement’® were blown to
bits in a battle that lasted only 80 seconds.

Before Bravo fought its first
engagement with enemy armor, it had to
breach two mine belts. Everyone had
moved into position on the night of 23
February, with the exception of 1st Sgt.
Martin and a maintenance crew who had to
replace an engine in one of the tanks. With
a lot of huffing and puffing, the task was
finished and the tank delivered to its crew
15 minutes before the attack began.

What you’re about to read are
eyewitness accounts of those battles by
young men from the Yakima Valley of
‘Washington state.

‘““We hit the first minefield at about
0600 on the morning on 24 February,”’
Forenpohar, who drives a truck in civilian
life, said. ‘“The engineers lost three or four
60s (M-60 tanks) trying to breach the mine
field as we waited for enemy artillery to
begin raining down on our heads at any
moment.’”” He said this happened as 1st
Battalion, 8th Marines, funneled through a
narrow gap in the first minefield.

66 hey (the engineers) finally got

ll one of the lanes cleared on our

right flank,’’ Forenpohar said.

I think it was Green Lane Six. Then 1st

Platoon sent their plow-tank through to

proof the lane, make sure it was clear of
mines.”’

Halfway through the minefield, Sgt.
Bob Trainor’s tank, ‘‘The Four
Horsemen,’” hit an Iraqi mine, blowing the
left track off and damaging the road

Bravo went through the Iraqi armor

like a hot knife through butter.
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DESERT
LOGISTICS

HEN historians write
about the ‘‘four-day’’ war
in the Persian Gulf, they
will -conclude that MPS,
the Maritime Preposition-
ing Ships program, played a key role in
halting the spread of Saddam Hussein’s
aggression.

U.S. Marines were ready to fight long
before other ground units and MPS is the
reason why. Unlike other Coalition troops,
they didn’t have to wait months for their
tanks and artillery to arrive by ship.

The Marine Corps keeps a big chunk of
its rolling stock and supplies at sea in three
oceans, the Western Pacific, the Eastern
Atlantic and the Indian Ocean. According
to the former Marine Commandant, Gen-
eral P.X. Kelly, ‘‘One phone call gets it
all.”

Each MPS squadron contains 30 days of
supplies for three full Marine amphibious
brigades totaling 46,000 men. The Marine
brigade is the ‘‘punch’’ of MPS. It’s built
around the basic component of Marine
combat power — the infantryman.

In addition to three full battalions of
infantry equipped with rifles, machine
guns and mortars, the brigade has a fourth
maneuver battalion equipped with tanks
and two battalions of field artillery, with
36 medium (155mm) and heavy (203mm)
caliber cannons between them.

To take on armored forces, each Marine
brigade has 96 TOW launchers. Six im-
proved Hawk and 72 Stinger missile-
launchers protect the brigade from air
attack and 109 fast LVT-7 assault amphib-
ian vehicles get infantrymen ashore with
dry feet.

Each amphibious brigade has 68 heli-
copters, both transport and attack chop-
pers, including eight CH-53E Super Stal-
lions, America’s premier heavy-lift heli-
copter, capable of hauling up to 16 tons.
There are also 24 AH-1Ts, the deadly
Cobra gunship that fires a mix of TOW
and Hellfire missiles, rockets and machine
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The

Supplying of an

American
Army
Text & Photos

by Dale B. Cooper O
guns.

There are 78 fixed-wing aircraft as-
signed to the brigade for close air support.
Among them are two squadrons of F/A-18
Hornets and 20 new AV-8B Harriers.
There is also a squadron of A-6E Intruder
all-weather attack planes and a comple-
ment of photo reconnaissance and elec-
tronic aircraft.

Mountains of Material

But the unexpected swiftness of the
Coalition victory in the Gulf War has left
the U.S. military with mountains of
surplus material in Saudi Arabia, with
even more on order.

s of 5 March 1991, when the first

troops began to head home, 450

American ships had off-loaded
almost 3 million short tons of dry cargo,
including tanks, trucks and artillery, and
878,000 short tons of containerized cargo
— everything from soda pop to shoelaces,
along with 6.1 million short tons of fuel.

‘““This war was a logistics war,”
according to Brigadier General Charles
Krulak, who was charged with equipping
and supplying the 85,000 Marines who
took part in Operation Desert Storm.
Supply units are normally in the rear with
the gear, but not this time. Commanders
took the calculated risk of moving supply
bases as far forward as possible.

Logistics Base Charlie, a key supply
point, was located just 9 miles from
Kuwait. Charlie handled at least 10 C-130
transport planes a day, each one loaded

with 12 tons of bottled water, food,
medicine and ammunition.

Army engineers carved the ‘‘log base”’
out of the desert, turning a mile-long
stretch of highway into a runway. ““With a
wheel base of 15 feet, landing a C-130
Hercules on a highway was tricky,”
Colonel Clay Bailey of the 317th Tactical
Airlift Wing said.

Just as in Vietnam, ground crews
unloaded pallets of cargo in less than 10
minutes while the planes’ four engines
were still running. Helicopters with huge
cargo nets slung beneath them hauled
urgently needed supplies to front line
units.

audi Arabia contributed most of the 6
Smillion gallons of water and 18

million gallons of fuel that were used
daily. One hundred flights each day from
the U.S. and Europe brought in food,
ammunition and spare parts. Most of the
giant C-5As and smaller C-141s landed at
Dhahran Air Base.

The ““Desert Express,”” a squadron of
C-141 Starlifters, became Uncle Sam’s
answer to Federal Express. Priority parts
were put aboard C-141s in the States and
flown via Spain to Saudi Arabia in 18
hours.

The bulk of the ‘‘consumables’’ — beans
and bullets — were hauled forward by
truck. The backbone of the local supply
effort was a fleet of 3,000 U.S. and 2,000
Saudi vehicles. ‘“My people drove 3,000
miles a day and hauled 1 million gallons of

RIGHT: Bradley fighting vehicle being
unioaded from MPS vessel In Saudi
Arabia. More than 3 miilion short tons
of dry cargo had been unloaded from
450 American ships by 5 March 1991.
Photo: DoD

INSET: Lt. Col. Willlam Ciayton In front
of 1 million MREs stored at his desert
camp.
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OPERATION DESERT JOKES

Before American military personnel
commenced The Mother Of All Evictions
in the Middle East earlier this year, they
had ample time to sit around at night
discussing their opposition. Once the evic-
tion began, however, this was seldom a
very serious affair. More often, American
soldiers, sailors and Marines were able to
find deficiencies or, shall we say, blem-
ishes in the Iraqi character. Naturally,
these ‘‘blemishes’’ soon turned into jokes.
Some of the better ones follow:

Q: What does Saddam Hussein have in
common with his father? A: Neither one
knew when to pull out.

Q: Why won’t Saddam Hussein let his
children play in the desert? A: Cats keep
covering them up.

Q: How do you break things up in an
Iraqi bingo game? A: Call out ‘‘B-52.”

Q: Why isn’t Saddam Hussein doing the
bar scene in Baghdad anymore? A: Now
he can stay home and get bombed.

Q: What’s the latest product from
Anheuser-Busch? A: It’s called ‘‘Scud
Light™’; it takes at least six of them to get
a hit.

Q: What is Saddam Hussein’s latest
military victory? A: One of his Scud
missiles made an intercept of a Patriot
missile.

Q: What’s the latest thing in contra-
ceptives? A: The Patriot condom; it’s a
complete protection against the Scuds.

Q: What was the terrible dilemma
facing the Iraqgi troops in Kuwait before the
ground offensive began? A: They could
either get Saddamized or Bushwhacked.

Q: Why do they avoid teaching sex-ed
and driver-ed on the same day in Iraqi
schools? A: It confuses the camels.

Q: What are the only two things in Saudi
Arabia that work? A: The Patriots and the
expatriates.

Q: What'’s the most popular Saudi war
song? A: ““Onward Christian Soldiers.”’

Q: What do you call an Iraqi with a
sheep under one arm and a goat under the
other? A: A bisexual.

Q: What do you call an Iraqi with a
trainload of sheep? A: A pimp.

Q: How many Iraqis does it take to
change a light bulb? A: Four — one
turning the light bulb, one killing the
owner of the house and his family, and two
carrying out the TV set.

Q: What’s the definition of a queer
Iragi? A: One who prefers sex to looting
and killing.

Q: What’s the Iraqi definition of Proce-
dural Due Process? A: Kill ’em all, let
Allah sort ’em out.

Q: How does Saddam Hussein define
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the difference between counterinsurgency
and genocide? A: There’s a difference?

Q: What’s the Iraqi rule for processing
refugees? A: Shoot first; check for ID
cards after the bodies have cooled.

Q: What'’s the basic tactical doctrine of
the Iragi army? A: If it shoots back,
surrender to it; if it isn’t armed, kill it.

Q: What’s Saddam Hussein’s guideline
for improving sexual morality among the
Kurds and Shi’ites? A: ‘‘Dead men get
no tail.”’

Q: Why is Iraq the largest country in the
Middle East? A: Its army is mostly in
Saudi Arabia, its air force is in Iran, most
of its people are in Turkey, and its
economy has gone to hell.

Q: What’s the Iraqgi rule on ‘“‘winning
hearts and minds?’’ A: Screw the hearts
and minds, get the automobiles and
TV sets.

Q: What’s the Iragi rule on environ-
mental protection and energy conser-
vation? A: Torching oil wells is fun!

Q: Why are the Iragis not
stupid? A: Looting and killing
unarmed civilians is safer and
easier than fighting the
24th Mech.

Q: Why are Iragqis stupid? A:
If you don’t leave enough survi-
vors for a burial detail, eventu-
ally the dead bodies become a
health hazard to your own
troops. But since when has the
Iragi chain of command been
much concerned for the health
of its own troops?

to hit.

Q: What’s the regimental march of the
Iraqi missile corps? A: ‘“This Scud’s for
you.”

Q: What’s the regimental mascot of the
Iraqi missile corps? A: “‘Scuds’’ Macken-
zie, a real party animal.

Q: Why are the gays running Saddam
Hussein for mayor of San Francisco? A:
Anyone who successfully Saddamized two
whole countries (Iraq and Kuwait) has to
be right up there with Johnny Wadd.

Q: Have you heard the latest Iraqi legal
insight? A: “‘I don’t find anything in the
Koran or the statute book against killing
Kurds, Shi’ites or Kuwaitis.’’

Q: Do you know why Iragis are not
circumcised? A: That way they have a
place to store their chewing gum when
surrendering.

*‘Did you hear that Saddam Hussein has
been nominated for the Nobel Peace
Prize?”’

‘‘Really? What for?"’

Q: Did you know that Iraqi
scientists have discovered a cure for
AIDS? A: One round 7.62 x 39mm ball; it
also cures leukemia and Alzheimer’s
disease.

Q: What do you call an Iraqi with an IQ
of 1107 A: A village.

Q: What’s the most popular Iraqi birth-
control technique? A: It’s called the
post-natal ballistic method.

Q: Why is Saddam Hussein getting an
award from womens’ lib? A: For the
thousands of women whom he’s freed
from domination by their husbands.

Q: What’s the Iraqi army’s rule on
protecting civilian property? A: Don’t

steal anything you can’t carry away; smash.

it in place.

Q: What’s the Iraqi army’s guideline on
protecting civilians? A: Conserve ammu-
nition — don’t shoot ’em a second time
unless the screaming and moaning is really
getting to you.

Q: Where’s the safest place to be during
a Scud attack? A: Wherever they’re trying

‘“Eliminating minority unrest and con-
trolling the population explosion.”’

“‘Oh. I thought it might have something
to do with advancing human rights and
protecting the environment.”’

The following jokes are popular at
USAF bases in England. (Submitted by
Staff Sergeant Charles ‘“‘Chuck’ Wood,
USAF.)

Q: How do you get 45 Iraqis into a
phone booth? A: Tell them it’s not theirs.

Q: What do you do with 45 Iragis in a
phone booth? (Multiple choice)

a. Call them and play the Israeli national
anthem. b. Lock the door and tell them to
starve. c¢. Kill ’em all; let the phone
company sweep ‘em out. d. All of the
above.

Analysis of Answers

If you answered:

a. You have a sense of humor. b. You
are an Iraqi dictator. c. You are a Marine.
d. You read Soldier of Fortune magazine. ®
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TASK FORCE
RIPPER

U.S. Marines Go for Iraq’s Throat

by Dale B. Cooper

DDS seemed stacked against the Marines of Task Force Ripper, the first Coalition
ground unit to assault Kuwait.

““From the intel estimates, we were way outnumbered,”” First Lieutenant Brian C.
Hormberg, 25, from Houston, Texas, said. Hormberg was executive officer of Alpha
Company, 3rd Tank Battalion — the armored unit that plowed safe lanes through two
Iraqi minefields in Kuwait on G-Day, 24 February, the day the ground war began against
Iraqi troops occupying the tiny state. ‘‘But looking back, numbers didn’t mean a damn
thing,”” he added.

When the fog of war cleared after the three-day blitzkrieg into Kuwait, Task Force
Ripper had destroyed 176 tanks, hundreds of other armored vehicles, and captured more
than 10,000 enemy soldiers — all at the unbelievable cost of no KIAs (killed in action)
and only 11 WIAs (wounded in action), all of whom returned to duty.

‘“We were looking at casualty figures in the vicinity of 10%,’’ Task Force Ripper commander Colonel Carl Fulford,
47, from Statesboro, Georgia, recalled, ‘‘which would have come out to be about 600 or so.”’ Early on in Operation
Desert Shield/Desert Storm, Col. Fulford told his subordinates that Iraq’s will to fight would determine how fierce the
coming battles would be.

“‘Hussein certainly had the equipment to make the war very deadly,’’ Fulford said, ‘‘but as we watched our rounds
hit his tanks and explode into balls of fire and turrets go flying off, we couldn’t help but think what would have
happened to our aluminum-hulled amphibious assault vehicles (AAVs) containing 18 to 20 Marines, had one Iraqi
missile or tank round hit them.”’

Enemy rounds went flying through advancing Marine units, but none hit. ‘‘It was as if we were up against the Gang
That Couldn’t Shoot Straight,”” Lieutenant Colonel Jim Mattis, commanding officer of 1st Battalion, 7th Marines,
said. Mattis, from Richland, Washington, celebrated his 40th birthday in the field.

Ripper’s lightning thrust into Kuwait was conducted by two reinforced battalions of infantry: 1st Battalion, 5th
Marines and 1st Battalion, 7th Marines. The infantry was backed up by 3rd Tank Battalion; 3rd Battalion, 11th
Artillery Regiment; 1st Combat Engineer Battalion and other supporting units. A couple of weeks after these units
arrived back at the Marine Air and Ground Combat Center at Twentynine Palms, California, they talked about their
involvement in the ‘*100-hour war.”’

For Second Lieutenant John Anderson, this was the chance of a lifetime: an opportunity to lead men into combat.
A “‘butter bar’’ fresh out of the infantry officer course (IOC) at Quantico, Virginia, the 24-year-old political science
major from Cal. State Fullerton took charge of 2nd Platoon, Bravo Company, just three days before shipping out for
Saudi Arabia.

2nd Platoon was chosen as Ripper’s lead assault platoon. Anderson said he and the 69 men in his platoon were ready
to get the show on the road: ‘“We knew the sooner we drove the Iraqis out of Kuwait, the sooner we’d go home.”’

Private First Class Gerald Fern, an M60 machine gunner from Pueblo, Colorado, was ‘‘good to go’’ on G-Day, but
the 20-year-old leatherneck was afraid, because he didn’t know what to expect. “‘I took 2,800 rounds of 7.62mm ammo
into Kuwait and came out with the same amount,”” he said. ‘‘But I don’t regret not firing a shot.”’

Private First Class Cody Ernst, 18, from Morehead, Minnesota, was pleasantly surprised when Iraqi soldiers
surrendered instead of fighting — especially when he approached a line of trenches with a jammed M16.

Just before dark on 23 February, members of Task Force Ripper donned their chemical suits. Infantrymen climbed
into AAVs. ‘“We were packed inside like sardines,’” according to one leatherneck, who said his ‘‘trac’’ had 24 men
in it.

Further back in the darkness, tankers from 3rd Tank Battalion made one last check of their mine plows and newly
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/CRASHING IN

KRAKOW

SOF With Elite 6th Pomeranian
Airborne Assault Brigade

by Tom Bates

OUP qualified. That’s
SOF.

Journalistic coups
in military reporting
are what SOF readers
count on. We usually
score them under the
noses of, or in spite of, foreign armies and
intelligence services.

This time was different. SOF was the
first Western news source invited by a
Warsaw Pact government to inspect its
elite forces. In this case, it was the Polish
Ministry of Defense that wanted us to see
its elite 6th Airborne Assault Brigade in
Krakow, the unit where they hide their
Spetsnaz (Special Operations) forces.

Turns out SOF has picked up quite a
reputation among Warsaw Pact armies for
its on-the-ground reports on the Soviets in
Afghanistan.

‘‘“The Soviets hate you,’’ the new Polish
vice minister of defense told me. ‘““That’s
a great compliment as far as we’re con-
cerned. You must know what you’re doing
if you anger them so much. Having our
elite forces on the pages of SOF is our new
democratic government’s gift to the ‘peace
loving’ Mr. Gorbachev. There could be no
greater symbol of defiance to that totalitar-
ian regime, no greater expression of our
new independence, of our defiant national
character, than to be in your fine maga-
zine.”’

We didn’t need more of an invitation
than that. Just weeks after Poland’s new
anticommunist government was in place,
SOF was on the ground in Krakow, Poland
— headquarters for the 6th Pomeranian
Airborne Assault Brigade (6 Pomorska
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Brygada Desantowa-Szturmowa).
Spetsnaz With a Smile

As I stood at the railway station in
Krakow waiting for my military escort to
6th Brigade headquarters, 1 kept flashing
back on the ‘‘old days’’ in the early 1980s
when I'd spent a lot of time in Poland and
elsewhere behind the Iron Curtain. In those
days, an American in an SOF T-shirt
loitering anywhere in the East Bloc was
destined for a dark hole. That sort of
tension was missing now. At least in
Poland.

It’s one thing to sense a change in the
civilian atmosphere. It’s quite another to
expect a similar transformation in a
nation’s military, particularly one that has
been so intertwined with the Soviets for
the past 35 years.

My thoughts were thrust back to the
present as Lieutenant Colonel Krysztof
Mamczur of the 6th Airborne Brigade
briskly tapped me on the shoulder,
snapped a salute, and introduced himself
in flawless, unaccented English. As a
reflex I turned to my friend and interpreter,
Bartek Zborski, to have him extend some
formal words of greeting. ““No need for
that,”” Lt. Col. Mamczur interrupted. ‘I
speak a little English. Welcome to
Krakow.”

A ““little’’ English? I could just as easily
have been talking to a traffic cop in lIowa.
“Where’d you pick up that little bit of
English of yours?’’ I asked him.

‘‘Spetsnaz!’’ he said with a wide grin.
‘“Ever heard of them?’’ That cleared that
up!

After boarding the Soviet-made GAZ

jeep that would take us to brigade
headquarters, we suffered what was to be
the only technical glitch during the entire
visit — the GAZ wouldn’t start. After the
fourth or fifth try, Mamczur and the driver
exchanged glances of disgust, Mamczur
nodded with closed eyes, and the driver
jumped out of the jeep, opened the hood,
banged furiously on God-knows-what in’
the engine compartment, and the jeep
sprang to life.

Soviet Legacies

‘““Any bets on who sold us this rust
bucket?’”’ Mamczur asked of everyone in
the jeep. ‘“As you can see, Mr. Bates,
Soviet high-tech needs a lot less glasnost
(publicity) and a lot more perestroika
(restructuring).’’

We all had a good laugh at the Soviets’

expense as we sputtered off toward
brigade headquarters. I was received in the
brigade commander’s mildly sumptuous
office by his deputy, Colonel Henryk
Miszkiel.

He seemed a bit uneasy, but not because
he was afraid of revealing any secrets to a
Westerner. ‘‘You must understand,’”’ he
had my interpreter explain, ‘“This is all
very new to us ... hosting outsiders ...
especially Westerners ... particularly an
American. Having you in this office five
months ago would have been our ticket to
some place very unpleasant.

‘“‘And we don’t have anything like your
public affairs office to give you what I
think you call a ‘dog-and-pony show.” So
this is the first day of school for me. If 1
seem nervous, it’s because though I wel-
come the recent changes in our govem-
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DATE: 28 March 1991 .
OFFICE: PdW—MIA
SUBJECT: A Farewell
TO: All Personnel

all...

Enclosures

1. The purpose of this memorandum is to bid farewell to the Office and to wish everyone the very best. I will sincerely miss
each one of you, and will always retain fond memories of our efforts together and the many triumphs we were able to achieve as
ateam. Because of the intensityof our activities and being under constant political fire, thebonding that I felt for youwas
similar to that which occurs to sold:.ers ;.n combat, and I came to love you as brothers and s:.sters .

~2.The attached document fairly well sums up how I feel about the entire issue, although I subsequently lined out several
portions. I amconvinced that nooneworking within the present ‘‘structure, '’ will ever satisfactorily resolve the question
of whether or not U.S. prisoners were held after the cessation of hostilities in Vietnam or elsewhere.

3.'It ismyplanto pursue the issue.via othér avenues, and while so domg, will work' d:.hgently to give the POW-MIA office the
credit it so richly deserves, and to ensure that your reputation, in all circles, is defended and upheld. Your honor and
interests will always be one of my highest priorities — and when I say that, Imean it.

4 Many thanks'to everyone, ‘for your support, your devot:.on- your hard work- and your dedication to excellence. God bless you

Adieu ’

MILLARD A. PECK
Colonel, Infantry
usa :

ATE last year the Defense

Intelligence Agency’s

(DIA’s) special office for

POW/MIA affairs received

yet another in a long string of

eports out of Southeast Asia.

This one was of recent

vintage; it purports to describe an event

that took place that same month, and not a

decade earlier. A number of sources, who

told SOF they had disguised certain ele-

ments, said the story came from a Viet-

namese peasant. The peasant claimed he

had been hunting jungle plants in the
densely forested Central Highlands.

In the course of his work he heard the
sound of an idling engine. Peering out
from his cover, the peasant saw a bus
containing what he assumed to be laborers.
The men got off the bus, relieved them-
selves by the side of the road, and
continued on their way. The episode made
the peasant forget about his hunt, and sent
him scrambling down the mountain: the
men on the bus were middle-aged
Caucasians.

The report of this incident found its way
to the DIA as a possible sighting of
American prisoners still held after the
Vietnam War. Although the U.S. gov-
ernment says that the resolution of such
cases is the highest national priority, little
time was spent either tracking down the
peasant or making plans for further action.

According to a source within the POW/
MIA office, it was immediately dismissed

out of hand on the grounds that the witness
was not credible. Civilian analysts appar-
ently focused on their own doubts that the
Central Highlands were not proper plant-
hunting grounds, and therefore concluded
that the entire story was bogus.

Colonel Millard A. (Mike) Peck, at the
time head of the POW/MIA office, thought
the report was worth investigating, if only
because it stood out from the typical
pattern of live-sighting hoaxes. A deco-
rated war hero with three tours in Vietnam,
Peck knew his highlands and he knew his
peasants.

Certain elements made sense to him,
and he pressed for a continued inquiry.
Nevertheless — his status as boss notwith-
standing — Peck was ignored. The report
was filed away with scores of others like it,
deemed not credible. For Peck, this was
yet another straw leading to the collapse of
the camel’s back.

Memo On The Wall

n the dawn of Friday, 28 March 1991,

Col. Peck slipped into the DIA unde-

tected, and nailed a S-page single-
spaced memo to the door of his own inner
sanctum. He then withdrew, intending
never to return.

Titled ‘‘Request for Relief,”” the memo
was addressed to the DIA’s chief, Lieuten-
ant General Harry Soyster. Among other
things, the memo charged that the govern-

ment routinely brushes aside or debunks

live-sighting reports on American service-

men held in captlvny after the Viet-
nam War.

‘“That national leaders continue to ad-
dress the prisoner of war and missing in
action issue as the ‘highest national prior-
ity’ is a travesty .. ** Peck wrote. ‘It
appears that the entire issue is being
manipulated by unscrupulous people in the
government, or assoclated with the gov-
ernment.”’

Elsewhere he described his office as
having ‘‘the mindset to debunk.”

eck took pains to exonerate the DIA
Pfrom intentional wrongdoing, but

said that outside political pressures
had rendered the POW office ineffective.
““The sad fact,”” he wrote, ‘‘is that this
issue is being controlled and a cover-up
may be in progress.”’

The memo, dated 12 February, was
discovered around 0730.

Pandemonium

‘It was pure pandemonium when they
found it,”” one DIA staffer said. ‘“The
deputy division chief just about fell over.
They immediately started doing damage
control (Department of Defense — DoD
— officials feared that the memo had been
released to the press, and busied
themselves preparing a response), and an
hour later it was in front of (Defense
Secretary) Cheney. All they could think of
was, ‘“What if this gets out? And what the
hell was Cheney going to do?’’

Cheney, according to the same source,

“The sad fact is that this issue
is being controlled and a cover-up
may be in progress.”’
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UNITED STATES. GOVERNMENT

“DATE: 12 FEB 1991

B nu RS S memorandum

SUBJECT: Request for Relief
o, : '~’b:q b e U-0173/POW-MIA .

1. PURPOSE I, hereby, request to res:.gn my pos.tt:.on as the Chief of the Special Office for Prisoners of War and Missing in Action
(POW=-MIA). . : .

2. BACKGROUND:

a. Motivation. My 1n1tial acceptance of this postingwas based upon two primary motives first, I had ‘heard that the job was highly
contentious and extremely frustrating, that no one would volunteer for it because of its complex political nature. This, of
course, made it appear challenging. Secondly, since the end of the Vietnam War, I had heard the persisteént rumors of American
Servicemen having been abandoned in Indochina, and that the Government was.conductinga ‘‘cover-up’’ so as not to be embarrassed.
Iwas curious about this and thought that serving as the Chief of’ POW-—MIA would be an opportunity to satisfy my own interest and help
:clear the Government'’s name. . . 3

b. The Office”s Reputation. It was interesting.that my previous exposure to the POW-MIA Office, whlle ass:Lgned to DIA, both as.a
Duty Director for Intelligence (DDI) and as the Chief of the Asia Division for Current Intelllgence (JSI-3), was negative. DIA
personnel who worked for me, whendealing with or mentioning the Office, always spoke about'it'in deprecatingtones, alludingto.:
_the fact that any report which found its way there would quickly disappear into a ‘ ‘black hole.’’

c. General Attitudes. Additionally, surveys of active duty military personnel indicated that a high percentage (83%) believed
that there were still live American prisoners in Vietnam. This idea was further promulgated ina number of legitimate veterans’
periodicals and professional journals, as well as the. media in general, which held that where there was so much smoke there must
be fire.

d. Cover-Up. The dark side of the issue was particularly unsettling because of the persistent rumors and innuendoes of a
Government conspiracy, alleging that U.S. military personnel had been:left behind to the victorious communist:governments in
Vietnam, Laos, and Cambodia, and that for ‘‘political reasons’’ or running the risk of a second Vietnam War, their existence was
officially denied. Worse yet was the implication that DIA’s Special’Office for POWs and MIAs was an :l.ntegral part of this effort
tocover theentire affair up so as not to embarrass the Government nor the Defense Establishment.

e. The Crusade. As a Vietnam veteran with a certain amount of experience in Indochina, I was interested in the entire POW-MIA
question, andwillingly volunteered for the job, viewing it as a sort of holy crusade. i

f£. The Harsh Reality. Heading up the Office has not ‘been pleasant. My plan was to be totally honest and forthcoming on the entire ~

-/issue and aggressively pursue innovative actions and concepts to.clear up the live sighting business, thereby refurbishing the
image and honor of DIA. I became painfully aware, however, that I was not really in charge of my own office, but was merely a
figurehead or whipping boy for a:larger and totally Machiavellian group.of-players outside of DIA. What-I:witnessed during my
tenure as the cardboard cut-out ‘' ‘Chief’’ of POW—MIA could be euphemistically labelled as dis.lllus:.oning.

3. CURRENT IMPRESSIONS BASED ON MY EXPERIENCE:

a. Highest National Priority. That National leaders continue to address the prisoner of war and missing in action issue as the
‘‘highest national priority’'’ is a travesty. From my vantage point,.I observed that the principal government players were
interested primarily in conducting a ‘‘damage limitation exercise,’’ and appeared to knowingly and deliberately generate an
endless succession of manufactured crises and ‘ ‘busy work. '’ Progress cons:.sted in frenetic actiVity, with little substance and
no real results. ; : i

b. The Mindset to Debunk. The mindset to ‘ ‘debunk’’ is alive.andwell. It is held at all levels, and continues to pervade the POW-HIA.
Office, which is not necessarily the fault of DIA. Practically all analysis is directed to finding fault with the source. Rarely

has there beenany effective, active follow through onanyof the sightings, nor is there a responsive ‘ “action arm’’ to routinely

and aggressively pursue leads. The latter was a moot point, anyway, since the Office was continuously buried in an avalanche of
‘*ad hoc’’ taskings fromevery quarter, all of which required an immediate response. It was impossible to planahead or prioritize

.courses of action. Any real effort to pursue live sighting reportsorexercise initiative was diminished by the plethoraof / ‘busy

work’’ projects directed by higher authority outside of DIA. A number of these grandiose endeavors bordered on the ridiculous,

and—quite significantly—there was never anaudit trail. None ofthese taskings was ever requested formally. There was, and still

is, arefusal by anyof the players to follow normal intelligence channels in dealing with the POW-MIA Office. :

c. buty, Honor, and Integrity. It appears that the entire issue is being manipulated by [unscrupulous] people in the Government,
or associated with the Government. Some are using the issue for personal or political advantage and others use it as a forumto
perform and feel important, or worse. The sad fact, however, is that this issue is being controlled and a cover-up may be in
progress. The entire charade does not appear to be an honest effort, and may never have been.

d. POW-MIA Officers Abandoned. When I assessed the Office for the first time, I was somewhat amazed and greatly disturbed by the
fact that I was the onlymilitary officer in an organization of more than 40 people, Since combatants of all Services were lost in

Note:'Areas originally blacked out by Col: Peck are indicated by brackets.

demanded that all charges in the memo be
answered by close of business that day.
Although the memo contained a number of
volatile (and substantial) claims, DoD was
apparently haunted by two strange facts.

One, the memo was dated more than a
month prior to its posting; and two, large
portions had been blacked out by Peck.
(Col. Peck is thought to have blacked out
portions of his memo in order to prevent
certain charges from being seen by one of
the staff members, a woman closely tied to
Ann Mills Griffiths of the National League
of Families.) Why had the colonel sat on
his resignation for so long, and where was
the original, unexpurgated version?
Clearly, something was amiss.

An internal inquiry was launched.
Meanwhile, the same mechanism which
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Vietnam, I would have thought there would at least be a token Service representation for a matter of the.’’highest National
priority.’’ Since the normal mix of officers fromall Services is not found in my organization it would appear that the issue, at
least &t the working level, has, in-fact, been abandoned. Also, the horror stories of the succession of military officers at the
0-5 and 0-6 level who have in some manner ‘ ‘rocked the boat’’ and quickly come to grief at the hands of the Government policy makers
who direct the issue, lead one to the conclusion that we are all quite expendable, so by extrapolation one simply concludes that
these same bureaucrats would ‘ ‘sacrifice’’ anyone who was troublesome or contentious —including prisoners of war and missing in
action. Not a comforting thought. [Any military officer expected to survive in this environment would have to be myopic, an
accomplished syéophant, or totally insouciant. ]

e. The DIA Involvement. DIA’s role in the affair is truly unfortunate. The overall Agency has generally practiced a ‘‘damage
limitation drill’’ on the issue, as well. The POW-MIA Office has been cloistered for all practical purposes and left to its own
fortunes. The POW Office is the lowest level in the Government ‘‘effort’’ to resolve the issue, and, oddly for an intelligence
organization, has become the ‘’lightening rod’’ for the entire establishment on the matter. The policy people manipulating the
affair havemaintained their distance and remained hidden in the shadows, while using the Office as a * ‘toxic.waste dump’’ to bury
the whole ’ ‘mess’’ out of sight and mind in a facility with limited access to public scrutiny. Whatever happens in the issue, DIA
takes the blame, while the real players remain invisible. The fact that the POW-MIAOffice is always the center of an investigation
is nosurprise. Many people suspect that something is rotten about the whole thing, but they cannot find an audit trail to ascribe
blame, so they attack the DIA/POW-MIA‘ ‘dump, ' ' simply because it has been placed in the line of fire as a cheap, expendable decoy.

£. ‘"Suppressio Veri, Suggestio Falsi. '’ Many of the puppet masters play a confusing, murky role. [For instance, the Director of
the National League of Families occupies an interesting and questionable position in the whole process. Although assiduously
‘*churning’’ the account to give a tawdry illusion of progress, she is adamantly opposed to any initiative to actually get to the
heart of the problem, and, more importantly, interferes inor actively sabotages POW-MIA analyses or investigations. She insists
on rewriting or editing all significant documents produced by the Office, inserting her own twist or meaning to what was
originally prepared. This is then touted as the DIA position. She apparently has access to top secret, codeword message traffic,
for which she is supposedly not cleared, and she receives it well ahead of the DIA intelligence analysts. Her influence in
' *jerking around’’ everyone and everything involved in the issue goes far beyond the ‘‘war and MIA protester gone straight’’
scenario. She was brought from the ‘‘outside’’ into the center of the imbroglio, and then, cloaked in a mantel of sanctimony,
routinely impedes real progress and insidiously ’‘muddles up’’ the issue. One wonders who she really is and where she came from
vel)

4. CONCLUSIONS:

a. The Stalled Crusade. Unfortunately, what began on such a high note never succeeded in embarking. In some respects however, I
have managed to satisfy some of my curiosity.

b. Everyone is Expendable. I have seen firsthand howready andwilling the polyicy people are to sacrifice or ‘‘abandon’’ anyone who
might be perceived as a political liability. Itis quick and facile, and can be easily covered.

c. High~-Level Knavery. I feel strongly that this issue is beingmanipulated and controlled at a higher level, not with the goal of
resolving it, but more to obfuscate the question of live prisoners, and give the illusion of progress through hyperactivity.

d. *’Smoke and Mirrors.’’ From what I have witnessed, it appears that any soldier left in Vietnam, even inadvertently, was, in
fact, abandoned years ago, and that the farce that is being played is no more than political legerdemain done with ’‘smoke and
mirrors,’’ tostall the issue until it dies a natural death.

[e. National League of Families. I am convinced that the Director of this organization is much more than meets the eye. As the
principal actor in the grand show, she is in the perfect position to clamor for ’‘‘progress,’’ while really intentionally
impeding the effort. And, there are numerous examples of this. Otherwise, it is inconceivable that so many bureaucrats in the
’ 'system’’ would instantaneously do her bidding and humor her every whim. }

f. DIA’s Dilemma. Although greatly saddened by the role ascribed to the Defense Intelligence Agency, I feel, at least, that
I am dealing with honest men and women who are generally powerless to make the system work. My appeal and attempt to amend this
role perhaps never had a chance. We, all, were subject to control. I particularly salute the personnel in the POW-MIA Office
for their long suffering, which I regrettably was unable to change. I feel that the Agency and the Off:.ce are being used as the
'*fall guys’’ or ’‘patsies’’ to cover the tracks of others. ’ e

5. RECOMMENDATIONS :

a. One Final Vietnam Casualty. So ends the war and my last grand crusade, like it actually did end, I guess. However, as they
say in the Legion, ‘’je ne regrette rien ... ‘’ For all of the above, I respectfully request to be rel:.eved of my duties as Chief
of the Special Office for Prisoners of War and Missing in Action. ’

b. A Farewell to Arms. So as to avoid the annoyance of being shipped off to some remote corner, out of sight and out of the way,
in my own ‘‘bamboo cage’’ of silence somewhere, I further request that the Defense Intelligence Agency, which I have
attempted to serve loyally and with honor, assist me in being retired immediately fromactive military service.

MILLARD A. PECK
: Colonel, Infantry
cc UsAa

previously served to discredit live-sighting
reports appeared to have been set in
motion against Peck. Word started leaking
out of the Pentagon that Peck had not
performed well on the job. He had
supposedly thrown in with the ‘‘lunatic
fringe.”’

It was suggested that
after spending only eight
months on the POW/
MIA issue, he was in no
position to have any
knowledge of the
complex subject.
Whereas previously he had been hailed for
his ‘‘blank slate’> on POWs (on the
grounds that his inexperience meant he
had no preconceived axe to grind), he was
now being discredited for the same
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qualities.

But if the 28 March memo raised a set of
serious questions, the original version,
obtained by Soldier of Fortune, presents a
more sinister view of the entire issue. In
the portions he later blacked out, Peck

Peck charges that the DIA is
manipulated by shadowy

“puppet masters.”

charges that the DIA is manipulated by
shadowy ‘‘puppet masters’’ who
intentionally obfuscate the issue. He
singled out Anne Mills Griffiths, director
of the National League of Families, as

deliberately blocking progress.
‘“‘Although assiduously ‘churning’ the
account to give a tawdry illusion of
progress,”’ Peck wrote, ‘‘she is adamantly
opposed to any initiative to actually get to
the heart of the problem, and, more
importantly, interferes in
or actively sabotages
POW-MIA analyses or
investigations.”’
Also disturbing is the
solution to the memo’s 12
February date and its 28
March appearance.
““It was dated 12 February because it
was delivered 12 February,’’ says a source
close to Peck. ‘‘Nailing it up there on the

Continued on page 118
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FULL AUTO

Continued from page 22

weapon. Each time you fire, the timer
will simultaneously record and display
the shot number, split time between
shots and total time. When you com-
plete your string just press the review
key to see the time information for
each shot. It can also provide you with
a stop (par) beep for fixed time runs
and dry firing. You can use the
"Keyed” beep function to improve your
tactical reload times and the “Bench-
mark” beep function to simulate mov-
ing targets.

If you practice self-defense shooting
as much as you should, unless you're
Daddy Warbucks, you reload, and
when utilized in its chronograph mode,
the PACT MKIIl is a perfect comple-
ment to your Dillon progressive re-
loader. For this you will need a set of
M5 skyscreens and glint guards at
$69.95 and a skyscreen bracket at
$24.95. After you've plugged the sky-
screen detectors into the start and stop
jacks on the back of the unit, each time
you fire a shot past the skyscreens the
display will indicate the shot number
and the average velocity of all rounds
fired up to that point.

Any anomalous shot can be deleted
from the summary by pushing the

“LAP NQO" key, erasing it from the
computer’s memory. When you have
completed the string, the PACT MKHI
will display a statistical summary of alt
shots fired. Successively pushing the
“RVW?” key will provide the following
information: high and low velocities
and their shot numbers, standard devi-
ation in both fps and the coefficient of
variation percentage, mean absolute
deviation in fps and its percentage of
the average velocity, extreme spread
and average velocity. IPSC competi-
tors can also use the PACT MKIII to
compute the power factor of their
loads. All of this information can also
be preserved by means of the infrared
printer.

| use the PACT MKIIl as a cyclic rate
counter, action shooting timer and
chronograph. When all of its capabili-
ties are thus utilized, it represents an
incredible value.

MILITARIA

Continued from page 101

intriguing firearms were included in the
Colombian arms deal. Not the least of
interest to collectors is the Winchester
Model 61, a nifty little .22 rim fire
slide-action rifle. Its feeding system was

close to perfect as the cartridge rim was
guided up a T-slot in the bolt face from the
time it left the tubular magazine until it
was chambered. It was manufactured from
1932 to 1963 and the specimens I observed
were all close to collector-grade.

I also looked at some Remington Model
513 T ‘“‘Matchmaster’” and Model 513 S
‘‘Sporter”” .22 LR bolt-action rifles with
six-round detachable box magazines. Long
discontinued, this series was first
introduced in 1940. There are also a
number of Colt Woodsman .22 LR
semiauto pistols, about half of which are
the Match Target model.

There was a crate of INDUMIL 12
gauge single-barrel, break-open shotguns
and even some French Model 1874 Gras
rifles. Chambered for the 11xS9R Gras
cartridge, the Model 1874 was no more
than the Chassepot — a bolt-action needle
gun — modified to fire a metallic center
fire cartridge. The 11mm Gras cartridge,
with a 385-grain (no larger than normal for
this time frame) lead projectile, had an
amazing lifespan, as the last order received
by the manufacturer, Gevelot, came from
Yemen in 1955.

Several warehouses at the Springfield
Sporters site are filled with nothing but
militaria and inert ordmance from
Colombia. How about an inert mortar for
your living room? An 81lmm British
Stokes-Brandt complete with a full set of
accessories, 30mm subcaliber device, base
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said, ‘‘The people who write about
weapons systems should be as accountable
as the people who build and use them.’”” On
that basis, our troops, the Pentagon and the
defense contractors who supplied them
should be hailed with flying colors. But
many reporters deserve a dishonorable
discharge.

Reprinted courtesy of Accuracy in Media,
Reed Irvine, Editor. €

PECK

Continued from page 105

door was the only way to get any attention
on the actual charges. There had already
been several attempts to bring these issues
to the attention of the DIA, and to get some
action on them, but to absolutely no avail.
It was as if the topic had never even been
mentioned.”’

Was there a deliberate effort to sweep
these charges under the rug, or to write
them off as the ranting of an overworked
zealot?

According to the source, it was already
well known that the POW/MIA shop was
a source of great frustration to previous
occupants of the top slot. When Peck took
over the job, he was serious about
fulfilling the mandate to gather
intelligence data on live-sightings of
American POWs.

Realizing that many compelling cases
exist from previous U.S. wars, Peck took
his mandate to extend beyond the Vietnam
War.

The Best Laid Plans

‘““My plan was to study Korea and
World War I, and put together a group to
travel where they had to,”” said Peck. ‘I
wanted to put all that information together
and start tracking it down. The leaders of
the DIA, to their credit, signed off on it
immediately.”’

Late last year, six new slots were
created within the DIA for the purpose of
examining those areas. (The six slots were
subsequently scrapped as it was felt that
there were too many problems involved
with doing historical analyses from long
ago, and that efforts would be better
directed toward investigating new
information on the Vietnam cases.)

Despite the outward sign of movement,
however, Peck felt that impeding
undercurrents were at play. Whenever he
was about to make progress in one area, he
would be given an emergency make-work
task in another. He came to conclude that
any support for his leadership was at best
superficial. Indeed, the DIA later canceled
plans to research POWs from World War
IT and Korea.

Early this year, Peck requested a
meeting with Soyster. Peck presented a
slide show and charts, in which he outlined
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a number of complaints and
recommendations. According to the
source, there was no substantive response.

Peck then declared himself in writing, in
the memo dated 12 February. According to
the source close to Peck, the colonel
approached both Soyster and another DIA
official as they came out of a meeting,
handing each a sealed copy of the
complete memo. Peck loitered in the
hallway outside Soyster’s office,
expecting the DIA chief to burst out
momentarily in response to the memo.
After a time, Peck decided Soyster was not
coming out. Peck left the building.

Several days passed before Soyster got
in touch with Peck. As the source tells it,
Soyster did not discuss the matters
contained in the memo, but rather talked
about finding a new billet for Peck.

Hear No Evil ...

Peck continued to work as head of the
POW/MIA office, expecting to be
debriefed on the charges he had made. He
was not made party to any inquiry, nor did
anyone contact him regarding any of the
statements made. The censored version of
the memo (along with a note thanking and
praising his staff) was posted on 28 March
because it was the anniversary of the date
he joined the military many years earlier.

“‘It was a symbolic gesture,”’ the source
said.

If the gesture was lost on all but Peck
and a few close associates, the dramatic
tone of the memo is such that it creates a
sense of alarm in even the most casual
reader. But underneath the unproven
allegations and blood-stirring rhetoric

remains a compelling question: Do any
live Americans remain against their will in
Vietnam?

““There has never been an honest effort
to find out,’’ said the source. ‘‘But even if
there are none alive, the issue is: Were
there men left behind after the Vietnam
War ended?”’

The United States is unlikely to obtain
an answer to that question as long as it
continues its current manner of dealing
with the Vietnamese, he continued.

“Vietnam never saw an end to the
war,”’” the source said. ““They wanted to
gain trade and recognition, and assume
their rightful place in the community of
nations. They are trying for normalization
of relations with the U.S., and there are
people here who have a road map for that
process.

““We tell them that in order to achieve
that goal, they have to account for our
missing men. But we just want bodies or
bones. As long as they produce bones, we
won’t bother them. In the DIA, we think
they’re holding back skeletons of hundreds
of men, which they hope to sell back to
us.”’

In the rush to repatriate remains, he
says, no one is interested in pursuing leads
on live-sightings.

This is not to say that Mike Peck and his
colleagues are the only ones interested in
live-sightings. Retired General George
Vessey, the president’s special envoy on
POW/MIA matters, developed a plan for
identifying possible live prisoners.

Vessey had gathered approximately 120
cases of Americans last known to be alive
and well in Vietnam. His theory was that if
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