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WE’RE SORRY, CANADA

| am a disappointed Canadian

reader. | bought your December '90
issue and in the story “Desert Shield
Showdown” you had every flag for
countries serving over there but the
Canadian flag. | am a proud ex-
Canadian Forces infantryman who
feels they should be acknowledged in
the job they are doing over there.

Philip Clarke

Mississauga, Ontario

“Desert Shield Showdown” pro-
vides unsurpassed coverage of the
events in the Middle East, but you
failed to mention the Canadian Armed
Forces’ assistance.

On 10 August 1990 Canada an-
nounced that it was sending two de-

- stroyers and a supply ship to the Gulf.
We recently sent a squadron of F18s.
Also in the Gulf are members of the
119th Air Defence battery, equipped
with Blowpipe missile launchers.

Canada was one of the first coun-
tries to join the U.S. in contending with
Saddam Hussein.

P.E. James
Halifax, Canada

We dropped the ball, straight-up and
simple, and send our apologies to the
Canadian armed forces, especially
those on-station in the Middle East. At
the time we were putting the “Desert
Shield Showdown” package together,

we were focusing a lot of attention on
the Mohawk Indian crisis in Quebec
and let slide the fact that the first
contingent of Canadians (navy) were
about ready to set sail. We do value

* our allies — especially our northern

neighbors — and regret we let their
contribution to Desert Shield pass
unmentioned.

NO KUWAIT
MERC MARKET

Regarding your Bulletin Board item
in the Nov. '90 issue entitled “Kuwait
Recruits Mercs,” the article is a “com-
plete fabrication” according to the Ku-
wait Embassy in London. Mr. Al
Khobaizi's office denies the quotation
in your article and draws attention to
the daily London-based newspaper,
The Evening Standard, as a possible
source of this rumor.

In any event, for the record, Kuwait
is not in the merc market.

C.J. Clark
London

When we went to press with that
issue, four independent sources in the
United Kingdom verified that the Ku-
walitis were indeed in the process of
establishing a pool of qualified military
personnel for service in the Middle
East. A Kuwaiti source in Washington,
D.C., to whom we read the piece, did
not deny the veracity of what we
printed. We believe that, in the initial
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“We don’t have that iarge an air force, Saddam. Those are vultures.”
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upheaval following the Iraqi invasion of
Kuwait (and before we fully committed
U.S. forces and support), the Kuwaiti
hierarchy grabbed at any straw —
including the use of mercs. Given that
they had at least $10 billion in unfrozen
assets, the idea of creating at least a
military training cadre composed of
qualified foreigners was certainly a
feasible proposition. Once things set-
tled down, however, and the U.S.
government (read Central Intelligence
Agency) became involved with the
Kuwaiti resistance, the idea lost its
momentum and deniability became the
Kuwaiti byword. Reports now reaching
us from the AO tell us that there are
foreigners actively involved in training
the Kuwaiti resistance and army-in-
exile. Beyond that, we cannot com-
ment.

ATROCITY BY
ANY OTHER NAME STILL
AN ATROCITY

| am concerned with the combat
ethics your article “The Big Lie,” by
Marty Casey (March '90) seems to put
forth. Regarding photos showing a
contra execution of a prisoner you say
that “The photos, although grisly,
showed an incident that is not uncom-
mon in guerrilla warfare where neither

~ side is in a position — or has the

inclination —to hold prisoners.” This
sentence, and the lack of any discus-
sion on this particular incident else-
where, seems to imply ihat such ac-
tions are to be expected.

An atrocity is an atrocity no matter
which side commits it. | don't hold all
the contras responsible for this one
atrocity any more than | hold the entire
U.S. Army responsible for My Lai, but it
must be made perfectly clear that this
type of action is reprehensible.

Timothy Bendel
Boulder, CO

We couldn’t agree more, but then,
we in the United States operate under
a set of values and code of ethics
whereby “atrocities” are reprehensi-
ble and repugnant to our way of
thinking. There are others in this world,
though, who don't see things as we do
— and that's simply reality rather that
posturing. We wish it could be
otherwise.
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CANADA’S CIVIL WAR

Congratulations on a great story
covering “Canada’s Civil War” (Dec.
'90). Finally a story comes out of the
situation that shows the full story
truthfully. Most people agree that we
cannot tolerate lawlessness or anar-
chy in a country. Many people aren't
just mad at the natives but also the
government which is to blame for the
crisis. | would like to say “well done” to
the Canadian Forces soldiers who took
a lot of crap from everyone and still
maintained their professionalism and
got the job done.

Brad Blois
New Glasgow, Canada

| would like to comment on your

article in December '90 issue on the
brothers up North on the Oka reserva-
tion. I'm from the Navajo reservation
here in New Mexico and would just like
to thank the SOF publishers for ex-
pressing their concerns for us Native
Americans who still hold our most
sacred lands with honor and respect.
Thanks to Managing Editor John Cole-
man

Fritzdarrel K. King Sr.

Shiprock, New Mexico

Your piece on “Canada'’s Civil War”-
was the most informed article on the
military exigencies of the Oka/
Kahnawake/Chateauguay crisis yet
written. Keep up the good work.

P.E. James
Halifax, Canada

Your story on “Canada’s Civil War”
attempts to glorify the Mohawk Warri-
ors as heroes who are fighting for their
ancestral land. This is far from the
truth. Even some Mohawk chiefs have
condemned the so-called Warriors as
a gang of criminals and terrorists who
are protecting a huge gambling and
smuggling empire on the Mohawk In-
dian Reserves. They have abused and
intimidated many of their own people
who are opposed to these criminal
activities. The real heroes are the
3,400 soldiers of the Canadian army
who showed incredible patience and
restraint and brought the three-month
standoff at Oka to a peaceful end.

Robert Denneck
Winnipeg, Manitoba

Given the extraordinary circum-
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stances under which they operated, |
too was impressed with the Canadian
military | encountered during my two
trips up to Canada. In the main, | was
also impressed with the Mohawk War-
riors behind the barricades. There
were ample opportunities and provo-
cations for both sides to start throwing
bullets at each other yet, as | wrote in
the article, no one really did want to
fire the first shots — and they didn't. |
hope the same level of patience carries
over into the courtroom, where the next
battles between government and Mo-
hawk will take place. As that story
develops, we'll keep you posted.

— John Coleman

COLT BROUHAHA

| would like to thank Paul Danish for
his very informative article on the Colt
AR-15 (Aug. '90). | was not aware what
the Colt firm was doing to this fine
weapon. Being a fan of the AR-15, |
was disgusted by what | read. Not only
are they ruining a fine weapon and
practically robbing potential buyers
with the new price, they are also giving
in to the anti-gunners.
| am in the Army and use an M16
almost every day. | own an AR-15A2
and a CAR-15. If Colt goes through
with its plans for the AR-15 | won't buy
another one. For that matter | probably
won't buy another Colt product.
B.R. Hicks Jr.
Ft. Richardson, AK

Why do you come down so hard on
Colt for redesigning their AR-15 into
what the bureaucrats call a “Sporter”
so that they can still be sold to us?

On page 24 of the same August
issue you sing the praises of H & K for
selling the “new HK Hunting rifle SR9”
which is an HK 91 with a new stock, no
bayonet lug, and solid flash sup-
pressor. | also understand that Spring-
field Armory and perhaps other import-
ers are doing the same to skirt the
inane BATF import regulations.

Importers and other manufactures
have no choice but to comply with
the law. C'mon guys ... give 'em a
break! Aren't we better off with the
modified guns than no guns at all?
Let's stop shooting ourselves in the
foot by swinging after the bell.

P. Benevento
North Haven, CT

MARINE PERSPECTIVE

Concerning your December 'S0
issue and unit locations in Saudi Ara-
bia, | know all units’ exact locations
and one inaccuracy particularly irri-
tates me. The 82nd Airborne has never
been close to where you show they
are. They are what we call REMFs.

We are not the ones having USO
shows and getting publicity. We are
here to do a job and you don't hear us
complain. We have too much discipline
to. We like it the good old fashioned
way — the Corps way — Harder the
Better!

A U.S. Marine
Saudi Arabia

Whoa! Calm down, Gyrene. First,
we intentionally put unit locations in
only the most general areas of opera-
tion. No sense in giving Saddam and
his minions any more intel on deploy-
ments than what they already have.
Second, it's good to see that “friendly”
unit rivalry between the Corps and
Army Airborne is alive and well. If the
balloon goes up over there, we think
you'll both appreciate having each
other covering your flanks.

SOF INTELLIGENCE

| am an Intelligence officer in the
Royal Australian Air Force Reserve
and | find SOF invaluable for current
updates of various groups and coun-
tries. | give many current Intel briefings
to various squadrons and aircrew and
your articles often act as a starting
point as additional interest information.
| am at present entering all my copies
of SOF into a computer database for
quicker access.

* B.M. Dundas-Taylor

Queensland, Australia

COMBAT CRAFT FAN

| really like the Combat Craft column
over the Combat Weaponcraft column
of the past. Articles like “First of Things
is Water,” (Nov. '90), and “POW Stay-
ing Alive” (Dec. '80) show that there's
more to staying alive in war than
outflanking the enemy.
Joe Cavanaugh
Onamia, MN W&
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COMBAT CRAFT

by Chuck Fremont

LONG-RANGE desert operations
challenge the most skilled land naviga-
tion experts because of the repetitive
nature of the terrain, the often feature-
less topography, poorly defined bor-
ders and low-visibility conditions due to
sandstorms. Other navigation prob-
lems are also compounded by the
difficult environment.

The same piece of desert looks
different at different times of the day.
Land forms that show up sharply in the
morning sun are lost in the afternoon
glare. Mesas and gullies suddenly
appear with the advent of evening
shadows and vanish again with the
night. The moon seems to rise on an
entirely different world.

During the British intervention in
Kuwaitin 1961, when Iraq’s threatened
invasion was thwarted by rapid deploy-
ment of Royal Marine Commandos to
Kuwait, three Royal Marines were cap-
tured by Iraqi forces when they miscal-
culated their position and crossed the
border into hostile territory. In October
1990, during Operation Desert Shield,
a French team was also captured by
Iraq due to a similar mistake.

So far, no American troops have
won an expense-paid trip to Baghdad
because of a navigational error, but it
could happen. The techniques outlined
below, adapted from principles taught
in NAVSPECWAR (SEAL) and Army
Special Forces Waterborne Infiltration
training courses, may keep you or your
men from becoming “guests” of Sad-

Desert Navigation:

Dead Reckoning to Stay Alive

DEAD RECKONING

PLOTTING SYMBOLS
MODIFIED FOR LAND USE

EXAMPLE OF A DESERT
DEAD RECKONING PLOT
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dam Hussein.

U.S. training doctrine for mecha-
nized infantry operations emphasizes
land navigation by terrain association.
This is the preferred method for sev-
eral reasons: the speed of mechanized
combat, the need for rapid and accu-
rate coordination with Army and Air
Force aviators during air-land battle,
the inability to leave a vehicle to check
azimuth with a hand-held compass
(most U.S. infantry vehicles lack on-
board compasses), and the high prob-
ability of human error with compass
and celestial navigation. But terrain
association in the desert isn't the same
as in the Fulda Gap, and other naviga-
tion methods may be necessary.

Early Answers

The earliest type of navigation,
known as “piloting,” relied on recogniz-
able landmarks. But when early sailors
began venturing over the horizon and
beyond known landmarks, they devel-
oped a method of navigation that
became known as "dead reckoning.”
Dead reckoning built on piloting, by
advancing from a starting point or
known position by a given course and
distance. Course could be determined
either by compass or celestial naviga-
tion, and distance was calculated by
keeping track of time and speed.

Because dead reckoning involves
speed through water, rather than
speed over bottom, it gives the sailor
an approximate position that needs to
be corrected whenever possible by
taking a “fix,” or position check, from
landmarks as they come into view.
Known positions, courses and fixes are
noted in the navigator's log or plotted
on charts. Dead reckoning is often
used in Special Operations waterborne
infiltrations because it doesn’t require
sophisticated navigation aids and in-
struments and is pretty straight-
forward.

Dead reckoning on land is a little
different than in water. First, you don’t
have to worry about effects of current
and wind drift. Distance can be kept
track of by vehicle odometers, eliminat-
ing the time-speed-distance calcula-
tions of nautical navigation. And land-
marks may be a little more available,
allowing more frequent position

Continued on page 79
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SAVE GAS! CUT ENGINE WEAR IN HALF!

Slick 50, the space-age miracle engine
treatment applauded by Consumer’s Digest
independent
laboratories throughout the world, and over
15-million satisfied automobile, truck, RV,
boat, and heavy equipment users, is now

magazine, prestigious

available to you.

One treatment with Slick 50 can cut your
engine wear in half and make your engine run
smoother, quieter, faster, and cooler than ever
before. Slick 50 makes an unmistakable
difference you can hear and feel in both newer

and older cars.

The Secret Is PTFE

PTFE is an abbreviation for polytetrafluoroethylene.
The Guinness Book of World Records calls PTFE the
slipperiest solid substance known to man-—the
equivalent of wet ice on wet ice. The Space Shuttle
Columbia uses PTFE in its gears and bearings because
it's the only chemical {ubricant that can withstand the
heat and corrosive elements of space. It won't rust, is
immune to acids and alkalines, and the more pressure
it's under, the more slippery it becomes.

Slick 50's unique actuated formulation bonds these
powerful PTFE resins to the mechanical surfaces of all
internal combustion gasoline and diese!l engines,
creating a strong, protective coating that can
dramatically reduce friction and wear.

7 Ways Slick 50 Can Save You
Money and Increase Reliability

Although individual results may vary, tests have shown

that Slick 50 effectively:

1. Reduces gas consumption.

2. Prolongs battery life by decreasing drag on starter,
resulting in less amperage being required for start-
up. (Makes cold weather starts faster and easier.)

3. Helps extend the life of internal metal, mechanical
engine parts.

4. Lowers peak engine operating temperatures, helping
to prevent overheating and oil breakdown even under
the most demanding conditions.

. Increases horsepower and compression (especiaily

important for small economy cars and large RVs).

Lowers maintenance costs, reduces repairs, and

minimizes or eliminates costly overhauls.

Makes an automobile last longer and keeps its resale

value high.

w
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How to Conquer Your
Engine’s #1 Enemy—
Lubrication Starvation

Slick 50 is a metal treatment that bonds actuated PTFE
to all mechanical moving engine parts, creating a
strong, durable, lasting, dry-film protective coating that
provides fuli-time lubrication even when there is
insufficient oil on the parts like at start-up and when
engine heat has broken down the oil. Instead of metal
rubbing against metal, PTFE glides against PTFE,
reducing friction and wear. It is this unique ability of
Slick 50 to dramatically reduce friction that's
responsible for its cutting engine wear by 50% or more.

Most Often Asked
Questions About Slick 50

How is Slick 50 applied?

Slick 50 is easy to use. At your next oil and filter change,
simply substitute one quart of Slick 50 for one quart of
new oil being added. Drive the car for 30 minutes, and
teave Slick 50 in the crankcase. As the engine operates,
the oil will carry Slick 50 throughout the engine where it
bonds to the porous metal surfaces.

Does it have to be used with every oil change?
Certainly not. One treatment with Slick 50 provides anti-
wear protection for more than 50,000 miles. It remains
bonded to the engine parts no matter how many times
the oil is changed.

MARCH 91

PLEE ENGINE TREATMENT -

UNIQUE ONE IME TREATMENT
FOR GAS AND DIESEL ENGINES

Does Slick 50 have any affect

on automobite warranties?

No. The use of Slick 50 does not in any way affecta car’s
warranty. Petrolon, the manufacturers of Slick 50, has
letters on file from automobile and engine
manufacturers to document that fact. Siick 50 carrier oil
meets or exceeds all specifications that Detroit applies
to products added to an engine. New engines need at
least a 3- to 4-thousand mile burnishing-in period. Stick
50 should not be added until the first oil change.

Internationally-Recognized
Labs Unanimously Agree
on Slick 50 Benefits

@ Consumer’s Digest Magazine in the March/April
1982 issue, stated: “We were somewhat skeptical at
first, but it turns out that Slick 50 does exactly what
Petrolon, the manufacturer, claims it does. In fact,
the more we looked, the more facts stacked up on
the products side. The substance does, in fact,
suspend the oil and wili adhere to engine parts. The
process by which this is accomplished is a closely-
guarded secret.... Slick 50 does reduce engine heat

and ordinary wear, and our informal tests indicate

that it will improve gas mileage by about 2 or 3 miles
per gallon.'

B INCREASE POWER

B IMPROVE PERFORMANCE
B SAVE THOUSANDS OF $$$ ON REPAIR
BILLS, MAINTENANCE & OVERHAULS

B The premiere EPA-recognized engine and
lubricant testing lab in the U.S. conducted a strictly-
controlled experiment using industry standard ASTM
procedures. They found that a Slick 50-treated engine
showed 50% less engine wear than an untreated
engine and fuel consumption was reduced. To our
knowledge, it is the only product of its kind to pass the
punishing wear reduction tests conducted by an EPA-
approved lab using nationally accepted ASTM standard
procedures.

B The Automotive Services Council for
Pennsylvania torture-tested Slick 50 and televised the
astounding results on WTVE. Three cars, with 75,000 to
129,000 miles on their odometers, were treated with
Stick 50. Six months later, the oil was drained from each
vehicle, and the cars were driven, without the oil plugs,
for about a haif hour. The water temperature never rose,
and the engines sustained no apparent damage.

Testimonials

B Increased Power Wins Races

Dirt track champion, winner of over 40 modified stock
car feature racing events and recent winner of 11 races in
15 starts, says: “We've tested lots of products and found
Slick 50 to be the best there is. It allows us to push the
car to the limit and not be worried about hurting the
motor”

Andy Belmont, NASCAR “Rookie of the Year”
National Champion NASCAR
Charlotte/Daytona Dash Series

B Increased Gas Mileage by 20%
B Fewer Repairs & No Major Breakdowns
in 200,000-Mile-Plus Fleet Vehicles
“Our newspaper has a fleet of 65 vehicles that have been
completely treated with Slick 50 products, including
engines, automatic or manual transmissions and
differential drive gear boxes. As a resuit of the treatment,
gasoline mileage increased by 20%, and engine break-
down decreased tremendously.”

# Eliminated Repairs on Police Cars
H Fuel Savings

“Thank you for the cost-effective, budget-saving benefits
of Slick 50 engine treatment. | bought the product about
four years ago for treating our city police cars. Since that
time, we are happy to say, all car engines have been vir-
tually trouble free. They haven't needed any repairs at all.
Also our fuel savings have been noticeable.”

Money-Back Guarantee

Now your car can run better, faster, quieter, smoother,
and last longer than ever before. And you could easily
save thousands of dollars in gasoline, maintenance,
and repair bills. Find out for yourself why over 15-million
people are excited about Slick 50. We're so sure you'll
be excited too, that we offer a 100% money-back
guarantee. Call or write today.

| want to extend the life of my engine, improve

B TUV, the West German
equivalent of our Underwriter’s
Laboratories and foremost
automotive testing authority in

increases in both gas mileage and
horsepower resulting from a
reduction in friction.

eS, performance, and save money.
___One quart of Slick 50 at $29.95 plus $3.95 shipping & handling. I
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plight. ‘“Watch it, or I’ll spaghetti you,”
he brutally replied.

We had moved only a few yards when a
curvaceous, big-bottomed girl caught his
eye. Prince took another step, eyeing the
local talent, though this time he refused on
second inspection. The girl was lucky,
unaware that she had nearly  ‘‘volun-
teered’’ to join the ranks of his presidential
bodyguards.

Further on, he saw one of his undercover .

boys driving a new car. Again the
entourage was brought to an abrupt halt.
Prince got out, having already decided that
the man was guilty of looting. The driver
tried desperately to explain, imploring
him, ‘‘Please sir. Pleeease.’’ Prince wasn’t
interested, ordering his men to seize the
cowering man, who was dragged before
the headlights of his car. Prince picked up
a nickel-plated magnum revolver. With a
bright flash and a mighty roar, the gun
fired. But Prince missed his target, and the
driver bolted for the darkness — a totally
natural reaction if you ask me — but to
everyone else it confirmed his guilt.

What followed was like some primal
drag hunt, with jeeps wheeled off the road
and into the bush to hunt the guy down.
But the African bush was not big enough
to hide him from Prince’s baying
bloodhounds. In a short time, he was
brought back struggling and whimpering,
a livid red gash on his head.

‘I can’t buy a life,’” Prince shouts, ‘‘but
I sure can take a life.”” His men threw the
driver, now as good as dead, into the back
of a jeep to be dealt with later. As we drove
back to the base camp, his witches were
cackling with sickening, ghoulish delight.

““It really pisses him off when our boys
try and loot. You know, Samuel Doe died
in our bathroom,’’ one of them said.

‘“And it only takes one bullet for one
man,”” a commando said, referring to
Prince’s Machiavellian form of discipline.
As the field marshal went by, the
commando quickly hid a can of Bud
pilfered from the Prince’s stock. ‘‘Oh,
we’re not afraid of him,”” he continued,
“‘but you’ve gotta accord him the respect,
as he is a field marshal.”

Prince was often on the rampage, ‘

dealing out his singularly rough *‘justice”’
to those unlucky enough to cross his path
— a horrifying spectacle of man’s inner
cruelty, bent on blood. I had no illusions
when a former nurse, recently dragooned
into Prince’s team of bodyguards said,

‘‘Everyone is afraid of him. You can never -

tell what mood he’s in.”’ For her, survival
meant pleasing Prince. ‘I tell you, my
friend, he’ll kill you if he wants to.” I
believed her.

It was evident that all of Prince’s men
were afraid of his mercurial moods. I
certainly was — he had killed one
foreigner just for giving one of his
““wives’’ a lift. His senior officers and
even his deputy knew that his justice was
summary and capricious, always final, and
very much dependent on how many Buds
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he has popped.
A Parade Fit for a Prince

Back at base, Prince’s anger was
assuaged with a soothing, cold can of beer.
‘“Tomorrow, my men want to make me a
three-star general,”’ he said, beaming with
drunken delight at the thought of further
aggrandizement. This would be just
another addition to his legion of
meaningless titles. He lit a fat cigar,
having enjoyed the evening so far. Prince
likes killing and blood cools his temper.

He looked across at his chief of staff,
known colloquially as ‘‘Mr. Hard Ass,”
and noticed he was wearing a cap with four
stars. His jaw dropped. This will not do.
No one upstages Prince; people ‘‘must
accord him the respect.’’ ‘‘In fact,”” he
stammered, ‘‘they are going to make me a
five-star general.”

But he wanted the evening to end on an
historic note, as his now-usurped and
out-starred chief of staff barely bothered to
stifle a bored yawn. ‘‘Mr. Hard Ass’’ has
heard it all before. ‘‘Come here
tomorrow’’ said Prince, unaware that as a
field marshal, he was already a five-star
general. ““‘As tomorrow I suspend the

constitution and declare my military

government.”’

The next morning, a sultry hungover air
permeated the camp. It did not auger well
for Prince’s parade, as the ground was
awash from rain and was a muddy
quagmire. A report came in of an ambush
along a road that was supposedly under
Prince’s control. He emerged, looking
decidedly jaded, wearing ammunition
pouches with sartorially matching,
dangling grenades. He started yelling into
his walkie-talkie, demanding reports from
equally confused commanders: ‘‘Hullo
Tango. Hullo Tango. This is Sunshine.
This is Sunshine! ... Emergency over ...
What the hell’s happenin’ over dere?”’

A voice replied over the mushy static,
calling for reinforcements. Espying three
would-be shirkers slinking off into the
woods, Prince raised his Kalashnikov in
their direction. ‘“They’re gonna die,’’ one
of his Beirut bodyguards wryly
commented. But they were spared, only to
be sent to the front singing out Prince’s
war chant:

““Sounds of music,
sounds of guns.
Sounds of bazookas,

sounds of reggae.”’

‘“‘Here, you can go with them,”’ Prince
said, handing me a Kalashnikov with three
unwieldy magazines taped together. He
promised he would join me at the front in
a while. Having dispatched me and his
men to the front, the field marshal retired
to his office for some hair of the dog, his
mouth parched and promotion forgotten.

Karim, my Amal driver, was not
impressed. ‘‘He won’t come,’’ he snorted,
as five youths in wigs clambered into the
back of a Chevy pickup. Their pop-gun

- Beretta SMGs were hardly reassuring as

we careened down the muddy track. It was
along this road that Charles Taylor’s boys
had “‘revved up”’ Prince Johnson’s boys:

‘‘Be ready now,’’ Karim warned, as we
bounced by two shot-up jeeps. Karim had
barely finished speaking when a burst of
automatic weapons fire came from the
undergrowth, 100 meters from the road.
Karim shifted down and accelerated out of
the corner. With hardly a chance to return
fire, we were soon goné. Karim was a
veteran of many battles and was scornful
of the Liberian rebels. ‘“They’re no good,”’
he said. :

‘“‘Mr. Hard Ass’’ had reached Mount
Barclay with his ‘‘spearhead platoon,”
overcoming only minor resistance. Tay-
lor*s men had melted back into the bush,
leaving the INPFL strung out along the
road with tenuous control at best. The
fighting between the two groups has
resulted in few casualties on either side.
With battle lines changing daily, it is the
civilians who are taking the brunt, and
both sides are suspicious of fifth
columnists.

Karim laughed when I asked when
Prince was going to join us. The fighting
had not been tough, the only casualties
being civilians killed by Taylor’s men
some weeks before. The plan was to wait
for the 1st Battalion Nigerian Airborne to

Tink up with them.

Back at base, Prince was going over
finances with his Lebanese ‘‘tax collec-
tor,”” Mustaffa, and his shrew of a German
wife. They had convinced Prince that as he
was now Monrovia’s ruler, he could tax
the profiting Lebanese merchants to fi-
nance his revolution. Mustaffa would turn
up regularly with suitcases full of worth-
less Liberian dollars. What Prince didn’t
seem to realize was that all transactions
were being made in Uncle Sam’s bucks,
not Liberian.

I Stand for Democracy

Hearing that we had run into a spot of
bother in the Chevy, Prince launched into
a personal dissertation on his quarrel with
Taylor. ‘‘I went to Libya in 1987 with
Charles Taylor and 167 men, all Gio and
Mano tribesmen. I was studying
Khadaffi’s green book at Fatah University.
Certain portions were fine for me and I
took what I wanted and rejected what I
didn’t want. I have no connection with
Libya now ... That’s why I preach
democracy and stand for democracy.

‘I turned up on the [Ivory Coast] border
to find Taylor had not sent the arms he
promised. Life or Death. No retreat, no
surrender. This is where I got those words
from. So with eight men and a borrowed
cutlass and shotgun, we arrested the officer

"of an army detachment on last year’s

Christmas Eve. He only gave us his arms
under pressure, so we killed him and took
over the ammo dump. From that my
revolution started.

‘“We have been fighting a serious war
against Taylor since then. The only solu-
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seven to eight by train.

Thankfully, the train was nowhere to be
seen when I flew over'the crossing, which
resembled a ski jump as much as anything
else. Afterwards I ran into the first of many
detours from the road, none of which
showed up on either of my two maps. With
a compass, some recognizable landmarks,
and common sense, I found the one dirt
trail that led to Barra Matina Norte, which
turned out to be a single house with a
small pier.

The first teams arrived at the finish
about four hours after starting. Teams
continued to straggle in until mid-
afterncon. After their arrival times were
recorded, they boarded their support
vehicles for the road trip to Grano De Oro.

Though the physical distance between
Barra Matina Norte and Grano De Oro is
only 120km, the last 25km are what the
French referred to as route de terre — dirt
road. Calling this last stretch a dirt road is
like calling a marathon a jog around the
block. While true, it doesn’t begin to give
you the full picture. The route to Grano De
Oro indeed started as a dirt road, became a
four-wheel drive trail, then degenerated
into a goat track. Twenty-five klicks took
us two hours in four-wheel drive low.

It was just beginning to get dark when
we arrived at the cow pasture which served
as the bivouac site. We found ourselves
deep in CR’s mystical cloud forest, an area

of perpetual rain — up to 360 inches a’

year. The rain is a light, constant drizzle
that soaks you to the skir within minutes
of exposure. We set up our shelters and ate
Lurp rations. It was my first experience
with these bags of epicurean delight. They
beat the heck out of MREs and C-Rats, but
the plastic spoon was still the best part.

At 0300 the Cows Came Home

It rained all evening and throughout the
night. Just before 0300 I woke to find a
large member of the bovine family
standing next to my tent. A French team
had knocked over the fence allowing the
cows to wander among the tents. I glared at
it in a daze, trying to communicate that
now would not be a good time to relieve
itself. It was gone when I again woke,
leaving no large oval-shaped surprises.

At 0530 on 2 December, the first team
set off for the most grueling part of the
Raid. Depending on how teams finished in
the canoeing, they started at timed
intervals on a hike from Grano De Oro to
San Gerardo, a distance of more than
70km over some of the roughest terrain CR
has to offer.

From Grano De Oro through three
checkpoints at Sitio Hilda, Point 3333 and
Chirripo (the highest point in southern
Central America), the teams were racing to
be first across the mountain. It always
rains at this altitude, there are rivers to
cross, serious mud to contend with, and
only unmapped, often overgrown, Indian
trails to walk along. It was more than many
teams could handle.
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The support teams and I left via the
route de ‘‘terror’’ we came in on and drove
the circuitous road around the mountain to
Cartago and on to San Isidro, then back up
into the forest of clouds to San Gerardo.
Like almost every place we camped, San
Gerardo didn’t appear on anything but the
most detailed of maps. To no one’s
surprise, it was raining; there were brief
respites from' the constant drizzle, but it
basically rained for three straight days.

We received updates on the teams as
they reached the checkpoints (note that the
teams take the name of their sponsors). At
Sitio Hilda, Cafe Brit (Costa Rican
premium coffee) showed up first, with
L’Arche (a French restaurant chain similar
to Howard Johnson’s) 40 minutes behind.
Delmas (a French shipping business) came
in another 20 minutes back. At Point 3333,
Cafe Brit still held the lead, but non-
sponsored Team Costa Rica had moved
into second, with Delmas just behind. At
the third checkpoint, Chirripo, Team Costa
Rica was in first place, Cafe Brit in second,
and L’Arche in third.

Team Costa Rica pushed its way into
San Gerardo just after 1300 on 4
December. Cafe Brit was close behind
with the French Groupe D’Intervention
Gendarmerie Nationale (GIGS) — the
national military police antiterrorist group
sponsored by Gore-Tex — moving up to
third. The Gabonese woman on the
Delmas team developed altitude sickness
and gave up. Members from several teams
surrendered, and at least three were
evacuated by helicopter on the first two
days alone. Many looked like death
warmed-over by the time they wandered
into San Gerardo.

Rafting the General

The next leg called for rafting down the
Rio General from San Isidro to Paso Real,
a distance of more than 70km. At Paso
Real the teams switched from raft to canoe
for the final 30km stretch to Palmar Norte.
Here, they were picked up by their support
vehicles and driven along 17km of
labyrinthine dirt tracks, deep in coffee
country, to the hamlet of Sierpe.

The waters of the Rio General are class
4 and 5 whitewater rapids. This means that
they are fast and more-or-less safe, though
deaths are not unheard-of on class 5 rapids.
Teams were not allowed to travel between
1730 and 0530 on any portion of the river
due-to the danger of rafting at night.

River travel allowed the teams to cover
ground in much shorter time than traveling
on foot. By 7 December, the lead teams
were canoeing toward the Pacific Ocean
along the Rio Sierpe to Guerra, where they
disembarked and made their way 60km on
foot along the Osa Peninsula to Carate. In
Carate each team took on three horses for
the final 40km stretch to the finish.

Horses proved to be a mixed blessing.
For those who knew how to handle them,
three members from a team could ride at a
steady pace. Most, however, had no

horsemanship skills and could barely get
them to move. At least one team
abandoned a slow-moving horse.

There was no way to follow the teams
once they left Sierpe, as the river ran
through virgin rain forest. The next place
to catch a glimpse of the raiders was
outside of Puerto Jimenez, the major town
on the Osa Peninsula and the finish line for
the Raid Gauloises.

We spent a night in Palmar Norte, where
sleeping space was so rare locals took in
some of the overflow by renting out rooms
in their houses. I was saved from having to
sleep in a closet (a bargain at $6 a night) by

‘a British camera team 1’d helped earlier.

They were trying to follow the Raid in a
Toyota sedan — an impossibility. Their
car didn’t even last one day along a
sort-of-paved road.

Highway to Hell

If there is a highway to Hell, it must
look a lot like the Inter-Americana
between Palmar Norte and the
Panamanian border. With potholes that
could more accurately be classified as
foxholes, and the occasional street-wide
trench, this stretch of road ages cars fast. I
saw numerous car carcasses along the side
of the road, and it was no mystery how
they got that way.

Driving on this ‘‘road’’ was reminiscent
of a Mad Max movie, and a recipe for
disaster. Though they always blew by too
fast to see, I could swear all the truck
drivers had mohawks and full-body
tattoos. My personal lowlight came when a
Raid Gauloises support vehicle, stacked so
full of gear it blocked its rear window and
mirrors, passed me, came to a complete
stop in the middle of the highway, then
proceeded in reverse unmtil, over my
screaming homn, it slammed into my
vehicle. That’s when I learned of CR’s
simple, no-hassle insurance system: If the
damage is to your car, it’s your fault. C’est
la vie.

There’s a world of difference once you
get off the Inter-Americana and onto the
road to Rincon. This is the nicest 21km of
continuous road in the country. The
motorcyclist in me took over as we sliced
through the serpentine red-paved roadway.
We didn’t see so much as a single human
being as we made our way to Rincon, past
mountains of blood-red earth. The local
name for it is terra rosa — literally, red
earth. It’s actually oxidized iron — rust
— that has mixed with the dirt to turn it a
blood red.

At Rincon, the road becomes dirt again.
It’s slow going to Jimenez, but at least the
rivers are bridged (mostly with World War
Il-era Bailey bridges). Jimenez and most
of the Osa peninsula are effected by a freak
weather pattern that, like the cloud forests
of the central mountains, results in huge
amounts of rain, upwards of 150 inches a
year.

Few people live out in this almost
prehistoric land, and over 108,000 acres
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FAST AND

FURIOUS

HE lead man of the FAST (Fleet

Antiterrorist Security Team) kept to
the shadows alongside the still-silent
building at the Naval Operations Base
(NOB), Norfolk. Glancing back in the
gloom, he could barely make out the five
other Marines close behind him, all in
camouflage paint, loaded with grenades
and carrying pistols, 9mm submachine
guns, 12-gauge shotguns with OO buck,
and M16A2s. The beating of a helicopter
in the distance was growing louder. It
wouldn’t be long now.

The unthinkable had finally happened.
Terrorists were making their first massive
strike in the United States, at the home port
of the Atlantic fleet in Virginia, and were
trying to do as much damage (and cause as
much embarrassment) as they could before
being overwhelmed by the American re-
sponse. However, no sooner had the
terrorists gotten aboard NOB than their
plans went awry. They’d cut their way
undetected through the fence after a car-
fire diversion at the main gate, but soon
afterwards had been forced to start shoot-
ing and so disclose their presence when a
roving patrol of the Security Force Battal-
ion spotted them. The terrorists hurriedly
split up into nine seven-man groups and
ran for previously selected objectives on
the base. The good news was that soon
after their night-time incursion, eight of
these terrorist teams had already been
rolled up by quick action — the bad that
there was at least one group still loose, and
if they were equipped like their fanatic
brothers-in-arms already down, they had
automatic weapons and rucksacks full of
ammunition and Semtex plastic explosive.

The Response

The Marine Corps has in place and
ready to go in both FMF (Fleet Marine
Force) Atlantic and Pacific, two
companies of FAST Marines. The Atlantic
Company consists of eight officers and
~ 337 enlisted men, the Pacific Company six
officers and 250 enlisted men, all equipped
and trained to be the cutting edge of the
sword that deals with terrorists who
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attempt to board U.S. Naval installations
with evil intent. FAST is a state-of-the-art
response to the contemporary threat to our
country from fanatics of the Third World.

FAST companies are part of a fairly new
formation, the Marine Corps Security
Force Battalion (MCSFBn). Four years
ago, after a high-level study team
determined that the terrorist danger was
real and not likely to go away, and that we
had to have in our people inventory
Marines specially trained for anti-
terrorism, these two baltalions on the East
and West Coasts were organized and came
on line in the spring of 1987. Marine Corps
Security Force Companies of the
MCSFBn replaced most of the Marine
barracks security elements all over the
world, but they operate with a consid-
erably wider brief than this traditional
—and very largely ceremonial — unit of
the *“Old Corps.”

In December 1988 Marines stood their
last watches at naval installation gates
everywhere, and MCSFBn, the size of a
beefed up regiment, began the serious
work of developing effective training and
procedures to thwart the terrorist threat.
This included antiterrorist training for
security at the MCSF companies in places
such as Norfolk and Charlestown,
Virginia, and Kings Bay, Georgia —as
well as those in London, Rota, Naples, and
Bermuda. On the Pacific side, this meant
companies in Adak, North Island, Diego
Garcia and Alameda.

They also train the Marines who are
assigned to detachments aboard ships of
the fleet. One of the most important of
MCSFBn tasks is to prepare cadre to go
out and conduct training programs in
marksmanship and tactics for shore
installation sailors who might one day find
themselves putting this training into
practice in dealing with terrorist raids.

Fast and Furious

The Fleet Antiterrorist Security Team is
the shock troop element of the MCSFBn.
With its eight officers and 337 enlisted
men, it’s about a third bigger than the

average Marine Corps letter line company.
It breaks down into a company
headquarters and six platoons of three
squads each, a squad consisting of two
teams of six and seven men respectively.
Endemic to these platoons are specialist
““Close Quarter Battle’” (CQB) groups
whose metier is room clearing. There is
also a Weapons Platoon, equipped with
mortars, machine guns, and SMAWS
(short-range man-portable antitank
weapons).

There are two ways to come to FAST
—by assignment as a Marine '03, or by
volunteering — but making the grade and
staying there takes some considerable
doing. Enlisted Marines get to a FAST
company after boot camp, seven weeks of
MCT (Marine Combat Training), and
another seven weeks of SOI (School of
Infantry), the MOS school for Marine
grunts.

Then it’s on to the Marine Corps
Security Force- Battalion and four more
weeks of specialized training which will
give the Marine what he needs to begin
pulling his weight when he gets his FAST
assignment. Coming from Boot Camp via
MCT and the SOI, of course, the FAST
aspirant is already a disciplined, trained
Marine, but he still has plenty to learn here
before he can call himself a FAST Marine.

Training to be Prepared

SOF spent three days observing some of
this training at Camp A.P. Hill in Virginia,
a venerable Army field training base, and
at the MCFSBn facility (unnamed for
security reasons) on the Virginia-North
Carolina border. Though some of the
MCSFBn antiterrorist training is
classified, one thing for sure is that it’s
heavy on weapons work. Trainees fire
many rounds through an assortment of
fairly exotic weapons at close range dis-

LCpls. Mario Peco (foreground) and John
Newman of FAST company Weapons
Platoon, MCSFBn, man an M60E3 machine
gun after simulated chemical attack on U.S.
Naval Station, Mayport, Florida. Photo:
SSgt. Earnie Grafton, USMC PAO
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FAST IN JUST CAUSE: CRITIQUE
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crops and other terrain features that
must be steered around.

No Problem

In practice, though, this isn’t too big
a problem. A good driver will pick a
feature or point on the horizon to drive

‘toward while maneuvering around ob-

stacles. The navigator, who will proba-
bly be the vehicle commander, needs
to keep track of general direction,
major course changes, speed, time
and distance covered on his map plot.
This information can be plotted using
the same symbols used in nautical
navigation (see illustration). Odometer
distance should be corrected as nec-
essary to account for minor steering
adjustments during cross-country driv-
ing. Every minor turn need not be
plotted.

What the navigator does need to do

is estimate position at least every half

hour and take fixes whenever he is
able. This should be done routinely
while on the move. If there is doubt
about a position and a good landmark
comes into view — and the tactical
environment allows — it may be worth-
while to stop, get out of the track, and
shoot a good back azimuth with the
lensatic compass. If you keep a good
course plot, you'll always have a linear
feature — the plotted line — to cut with
the azimuth line. This will give you a
pretty good position estimate even if
you can only shoot an azimuth to one
feature.

(Note: We've all been taught in
Basic Training not to make marks on
our maps, in case of capture. | would
suggest that if marking the map will
help us avoid capture and complete
our mission, it's OK. But use some
common sense and don't list unneces-
sary information — “Battalion CP” with
a position fix, for instance.)

The navigator should also be look-

ing ahead on the map and predicting

terrain features to shoot fixes on over
the next 30 to 60 minutes. He can also
give the driver a heads-up on danger-
ous terrain ahead.

If you're fortunate enough to be in a
vehicle equipped with a compass,
dead reckoning will be simplified. Air-
craft compasses and better vehicle
compasses — such as those sold for
the serious off-road and rally market
—have adjustments to compensate for

iron surroundings, but hand-held com-

passes shouldn’t be used inside a
track, Humvee or whatever unless you
know for certain what the induced
compass error is and know that the
error remains constant while the vehi-
cle is moving.

So desert dead reckoning is actually
a combination of compass (or celestial)
navigation combined with terrain asso-
ciation, resection, and pace count,
mechanized style, with an odometer.
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to return your boat you may do so for a refund or ex-
change. Any letter postmarked after March 30 will be
returned. LIMIT: one (1) boat per address, no
exceptions. Send appropriate sum together with your
name and address to: Test Dept. #A329 Dunlap Boat
Mfg., 517 W. Garfield Ave., Glendale, CA 91204. Or
for fastest service from any J:art of the country call
FREE before midnight seven days a week. Have credit
card ready.

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-637-3823
Ask operator for BOAT TEST #A329
Before midnight 7 days a week.

Have credit card ready

NOTICE
To
CALIFORNIA
RESIDENTS

Some firearms advertised in this magazine may or may not be
lawful for sale in Califomia.

Those specifically not allowed for sale in California are:

A. All of the following rifles:
l.w"mkalgsﬂrdkovs(AK)sedes

3. Beretta AR-70 (SC-70)

4.CETMEC3

5. Colt AR-15 series and CAR-15 series

6. Daewoo K-1, K-2, Max 1, and Max 2.

7. Fabrique Nationale FN/FAL, FNLAR and FNC
8. FAMAS MAS223

9. Heckler & Koch HK-91, H-93, HK-94 and PSG-1
10. MAC 10 and MAC 11

11. SKS with detachable magazine

12. SIG AMT, SIG 500 Series, and SIG PE-57
13. Springfield Armory BM59 and SAR-48
14. Sterfing MK-6 and SAR

15. Steyr AUG

16. Valmet M62, M71S and M78

17. Amalite AR-180 Carbine

18. Bushmaster Assault Rifle (amngun)

19. Calico M-900 Assautt Carbine

20. Mandall THE-TAC-1 Carbine

21. Plainfietd Machine Company Carbine

22. PJK M-68 Carbine

23. Weaver Arm Nighthawk

B. All of the following pistols:
1.0z1
2. Encom MP-9 and MP-45
3. MAC 10 and MAC 11
4. INTRATEC TEC-9
5. Mitchell Arms Spectre Auto
6. Sterling MK-7
7. Calico M-900
C. All of the following shotguns:
1. Franchi SPAS 12 and LAW 12.
2. Gilbert Equipment Company Striker 12 and
SWD Street Sweeper
3. Encom CM-55
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opportunity includes:

Special Forces.

completion of exercises.

as observers.

The all-inclusive price is $2.988.
Send a stamped self-addressed #10
envelope for tour brochure to:

INTERNATIONAL ASSOCIATION
OF AIRBORNE VETERANS
606 W. Barry St., Suite 181
Chicago, IL 60657 USA

(312) 327-3120

e Offical Royal Thai Army BALLOON wings and Royal Thai Army parachute wings, aswell a

® A special programme of military displays and demonstrations.

& Excursions to the exotic sites in and around BANGKOK, a luxury river boat cruise to the Summer Palace
and the ancient THAI capital, and an excursion to the Bridge on the River Kwai.

® Spectators and guests are welcome to participate in all ground activities and to attend the jump exercises

e Ground training refresher and BALLOON jump at the Thai Special Warfare Command.
® A static-line jump from a C-123 Fairchild “Provider” (work-horse of the Vietnam War) with the Royal Thai

The ten-day tour includes round trip airfare from San Francisco (special connecting air fares available);
deluxe hotel accomodations with breakfast; many other meals and all military and site-seeing tours. Optional
add-on tour for further jump and B.P.P. wings award, and "Golden Triangle"Jungle Safari.

NON-JUMPING
VETERANS AND
FAMILIES ALSO WELCOME

If you're active, reserve or veteran military airborne quabfied, static-line jumper, this once-in-a-lifetime

scertificates on

presents

SOF WORLD
CHAMPIONSHIP
3-GUN TACTICAL
SHOOTING MATCH

a confrontation with an armed adversary.

E. Harding, Bakersfield, CA 93308

7/
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SEPTEMBER 18-21, 1991
DESERT SPORTSMAN’S RIFLE CLUB
LAS VEGAS, NEVADA

Patterned after military and police courses and designed to test practical
shooting skills with rifle, pistol and shotgun. Each shooter is required to engage
targets before, during and after negotiating man-made obstacles or natural
terrain features. Course scenarios are those that could be encountered during

Limited to 210 competitors.

Over $60,000

in cash and prizes to the winners.

To be a part of the World Championship 3-Gun Tactical Match and to receive
further information, please send a business size SASE to: Michael Horne, 408
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ing vehicles and 36 artillery pieces. The 6th
is headquartered in Nimes.

9e Division D’Infanterie de Marine: Six
marine regiments and one regiment of
engineers make up the 9th. The marines
provide an amphibious capability and are
geared for air transport as well. Its regi-
ments contain some 72 light armored
reconnaissance vehicles and 30 artillery
pieces. The 9th is headquartered in Nantes.

11e Division Parachutiste: With over
14,000 men the 11th is the largest of the
FAR's divisions. Thirteen regiments belong
to the 11th, including the Foreign Legion’s
2nd Parachute Regiment. Among its ele-
ments are air delivery troops, marine para-
chutists, russards with the ERC 90 armored
reconnaissance vehicle and an airborne
engineer regiment. The division is capable
of commando and reconnaissance opera-
tions, antitank operations and antiair de-
fense. The 11th is headquartered in Tou-
louse.

27e Division Alpine: France’s specialist
for mountain and arctic warfare, the 27th
contains roughly 10,000 men, 1,100 anti-
tank missile launchers and 36 light armored
vehicles. The division is made up of nine
regiments. In addition to operating in the
mountains and in extreme weather, the
division is also capable of fighting in an
urban environment. The 27th is headquar-
tered in Grenoble.

In addition to the above five divisions, the
FAR also has a command element and a
logistics brigade headquartered in Maisons-
Lafitte, near Paris. The commander of the
FAR is also the senior French officer
present in Saudi Arabia, and commands all
French forces operating there. The logistics
brigade provides the division with units
specializing in everything from field medi-
cine to water purification.

Altogether the FAR numbers some
42,000 highly trained soldiers, able to
perform a wide variety of combat and
training missions. Charged with the defense
of France as well as protecting her interests
overseas, the FAR provides the French
government with a credible and capable
force when military intervention is the re-
quired response to a crisis.

—JIM "

TARGET SADDAM

Continued from page 51

feels the scary part of being this close to
the front is not knowing what’s going to
happen.

““Like when we first got here on August
12th, if they would have said here’s your
ammo and you’re heading up north, it
would have been over with by now, but
this waiting game is a killer,”” Alcaraz
explains.

‘“The men upstairs know what’s going
on, but they don’t tell wus,”” Cpl.
Christopher McNeely from Cape
Girardeau, Missouri, says. ‘‘But I guess
when they’re ready to tell us, we go do
whatever they want us to do.”

McNeely thinks a move is in his
immediate future. ‘I think we’ll go north.
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I don’t see us spending all this money to
come over here, sit here and just go home.
I see us doing something,”” he insists.
McNeely confesses he’s scared like
everybody else on his crew, but he feels
he’s had the best training money can buy,
and he’s ready to ‘‘Do it.”’ That’s why he
joined the Marine Corps.

To cope with stress, the Pace-Setters
spend their spare time reading letters from
home to each other. ‘‘Occasionally, we
write each other’s families,’’ Alcaraz says.

Like others in the battery, Alcaraz is just
waiting for the other shoe to drop in this
standoff with Saddam — ‘‘Waiting for
word to CSMO — Cut The Shit and Move
Out.”

Which Way is Hell

You can tell a lot about a Marine by just
reading inscriptions on his Kevlar cover.
Things like, ‘‘Merry Christmas,’” ‘‘I Love
You,” and an occasional question like,
“Which Way Is Hell?”’ on the helmet
Alcaraz wears.

Which way is Hell? ““Up north in
Kuwait,”’ replies the young leatherneck.
‘““That’s where Hell is, and that’s where
we’re headed.” R

ARMAGH AMBUSH

Continued from page 73

Belfast and other Republican strong-
holds all over Northern Ireland. The PIRA
had suffered its most crushing defeat since
the beginning of the present conflict.
Black flags appeared all along the Falls
Road. A total of eight terrorists had been
killed without the loss of a single SAS
soldier. The tragic death of an innocent
motorist and the wounding of his passen-
ger, were the only events that marred an
otherwise perfect antiterrorist operation.

Once again the SAS had triumphed
against terrorism. It would be a long time
before the East Tyrone brigade recovered,
but, as the SAS knew only too well,
recover they would and this was proven on
the following Remembrance Day at Enni-
skillen.

John Stanley is the nom de guerre of a
retired SAS soldier who served in the
British army for 22 years. Traveling all
over the world with the SAS, Stanley saw
active service in the Middle East, Northern
Ireland and the Falklands. ®

TRACKS TO IRAQ

Continued from page 55

Regiment, 24th Infantry Division.

SOF: Are you guys ready to rock ‘n’
roli?

A: I honestly feel we’re prepared to do
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whatever it is we’re called upon to do. I
was telling them [his men] just this
morning before you got here that one of the
biggest stress removers is knowing that

you know how to deal with the things

you’ve been given to deal with.

I mean just knowing if you’re a tank
gunner, you know how to gun. If you’re an
infantry soldier, you know how to move
and shoot in these sand dunes. If you’re
under NBC [Nuclear, Biological or
Chemical] attack, you know how to use
your gear. And I really believe that my
soldiers are ready.

We don’t want to [fight], and of course

" nobody knows how we’re going to react to

what would probably be a tremendous
blooding should we have to fight, but I
think they’re ready.

SOF: Is it going to be a bloodbath?

A: Yeah, I think there will be serious
casualties.

SOF: How much are field
commanders like yourself counting on
air power to chop up Iragi armor and
fortified positions?

A: A great deal. I think it would be a big
mistake for us not to bring the full brunt of
what we can airwise against the enemy,
before we ever attempted anything on the

ground. And I really think that’s the key to

our Success.

We can soften up the underbelly with
our air to the point that I think we can
make a real fair fight even outnumbered.
And I’'m impressed. I’'ve heard numbers of
systems that are available, and I hope we
don’t fight, but I'll tell you, I think if we.
did, the air war will determine it even
before we get committed.

I just don’t think they [Iraqis] appreciate
the capacity we have to target their
systems and take ’em out before we get in
harm’s way. If we bring everything to bear
at a certain place at a certain time, we will
make an impact rather quickly, I think.

Strike in the Night

SOF: Conventional wisdom says this
whole thing will start at night. From a
commander’s viewpoint, what would it
be like?

A: I think we’re looking at about five
days of air war where battalions like mine
aren’t involved. We’re staging
somewhere, but we’re not really involved
in a fight. We might be reacting to some
artillery or Scud missiles or maybe even
some chemicals if he [Saddam] is crazy
enough to use them, but I see an air war of
about 72 hours where it’s pure air and I
honestly, in my own mind and heart, think
that in about 24 hours to 48 hours, we’re
going to win that war.

And then the air belongs to us, and that’s
when we can divert the effort...to take out
antiair systems and their air force, and
[then] use those assets and put em against
command and control, artillery, and
ground targets, and when we got those
working in conjunction with the ground,
that’s when we would move. Personally, I

see a very cold, dark night [when the
shooting starts] and by the time the sun
comes up the next morning, I think we will
have made 20-30km. There’s been some
contact and some fighting, but not a whole
lot from a ground maneuver point of view.
When the sun comes up, the Iraqis will be
looking for a place to hide. But we will
keep pressure on them, maintain contact
and wait for nightfall so we can go back
at ’em.

SOF: So, they’ll get no rest?

A: Right. They can’t fight us like they
fought Iran where they took a break and
did logistics [resupplied] and then went
back to the war. There aren’t going to be
any 12-hour breaks this time. It’s going to
be a continuous fight. But it’s not going to
be easy. I think it will be bloody. But I feel
confident that we can do what we’re
supposed to do.

SOF: Where are we going to lose the
troops if the air takes it to them first?
Where’s the blood letting going to be on
our side?

A: They’ve got tremendous artillery
capability and if we don’t take that out
before we commit to ground troops, we’re
going to take some tank hits. They’ve got
a pretty good tank in the T-72. They have
experience, but I think our guys will learn
fast under combat conditions and will
make up the deficit, 'their experience
versus ours. We have an edge
technologically. What we’re lacking is
combat experience, but I think it will come .
very quickly should we be called upon to
fight.

Things To Watch

SOF: What’s your biggest concern?

A: I’'m concerned about differentiating
between friend and foe on the battlefield.
The Syrians also use Soviet-built T-72s.
And the only way we can tell friend from
foe is their position on the battlefield.
Somebody smarter than us, or a level
higher than us, has got to put us in a
position on the battlefield so we aren’t
going to be looking at Syrian T-72s at the
same time we might be looking at Iraqi
T-72°s, or we’re going to have .a
significant problem, cause as you know,
through thermal sights the signature is the
same. It doesn’t distinguish patterns of
paint or camouflage. I mean it’s a concern.
It really is. Our training has taught us that
the guy who shoots first wins a tank
engagement. If he’s in range, you’ve gotta
shoot. We can’t be fooling around
wondering whether it’s a Syrian or an
Iraqi. It’s gonna have to be cleared up for
us before we shoot. And I think it can be
done simply by positioning on the
battlefield.

[Note: To avoid shooting Syrian tanks,
the multinational force has placed Syrian
armor on the far western or left flank — but
battle lines change during the course of
combat.]

SOF: What about the young
American tanker? He’s not going to
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Wear the Badge of a

DETECTIVE

® NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED

\ ¢ Your spirit of adventure, danger, and
self reliance can lead you to an excit-
ing career opportunity. Solve myster-
ies, bring criminals to justice, protect
the innocent. Experts gnide you every
step of the way. Men and women
needed to work in challenging situa-
tions, withstanding hardships,
%R make on the spot decisions.
?@ Learn the latest investiga-
I,7 tive techniques using special
law enforcement equipment

. . the same equipment
used by the FBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Start your
OWn investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all
equipment. Send for free details.

Approved by Calif. Depi. of Public Instrucs.

THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Détective Tralning
DEPT. §G102, P O. Box 23750. Santa Ana, CA 92799 b
Rush me your “Detective” Career Kit—No salesman will cail. l
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SURVEILLANCE

SHERWOOD - The first name in surveillance
equipment. Complete line of investigative,
communications & countermeasures equipment.
CONTACT THE SURVEILLANCE SPECIALISTS

SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATES, LTD.
PO Box 5355, Somthampton, PA 18966
(215) 357-9065

ﬂ NIGHT SIGHT
~@ LO w\ PAINT™

/ NEVER MISS YOUR TARGET
DUE TO LOW LIGHT CONDITIONS

This luminous paint glows in the dark
Easy to ap pdy on your sights

Qur klt will do 30+ sights

For use on rifles, handguns & shotguns
A must for low light hunting & defense
Send check or money order for $11.95 plus $2.00
shipging & handling to: J-GAR C0., P.0. Box 182
Petersham. Mass. 01366-0182

( BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) )
> VHS ONLY $39.95

By the massed bands of the

Royal Marines. A spectacular

rousing performance.

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS

Department 6
L P.O. Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205

J

The Most Powerful
Sllngshot in the world

fan, -
Poq
o
&
We Pay Postage = “e s

More “muzzle” energy than snm;’ .22 cai. cartrldges

Shoots 184 gr. lead ball (50cal.) 200 ft. per sec.’

Over 300 yard range.

Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel. rabbit, raccoon,
cat, dog, fox, badger, ever :nyole

Shoots 50 cal. holés clear thru 1/4" nlyuood

Up to 50 Ib. draw (can you pull it )

-
Will Send C.0.D. 702-361-8341
Ron Sinclair ~ 279 E. Warm Springs Rd. #6, Las Vegas, NV 89123

U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP

s White top Gold insignia and wisor braid
Leather chin strap State size wanted $S89.00
Knights Cross with its 17" neck ribbon
and oak leaf with swords $21.00

We pay postage. Our 224 page full
illustrated catalog (free wnﬁ order) ¥5.00
W.W. #2 Ltd., Box 2063 -F. St. Louis, MO 63158

MO 6 1 supy

R.D. #10 BOX 10419, NEWTON, NEW JERSEY 07860

COMBAT me'-"w
ASSAULT VEST 3

Woodland Camo

9o

5.56mm/7.62mm/Imm SMG

6 targe pockets hold 12 30 rg
556 mm magazines. 12 7 62mm
o 12 9mm SMG 2 chest acces:
sory pockets 2 large nside
pockels hold 12 mote magazines,
kaife, pistol, elc Atlaching pomls
on back lor Ahce Gear Guick
release buckles One size Nits all

TB201)948-626000

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS:

From time {o time, we make our list of

customers’ names and addresses

available to carefully screened com-
panies to send announcements of their
products or services.

If you prefer not to receive such mail-

ings, and want your name on our sub-

scriber list only, please write us, en-
closing your mailing label.

Please address your request to:
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE
P.O. Box 348
Mt. Morris, IL 61054
Attn: Customer Service

ORADERING INSYAUCTIONS: Muney Dréor. wuul
chacks or Vs & Mastor Card gladly accopted.

CO0's. AR merchandise ls 100% gearantond. nulduu
of Alasks, Hawall aud Puarts Rico adé 5% far shipplay.

» Up to $5000 free and clear—30 days.
» Survive w/o a salary » Cash income.
» How to be working in 48 hours.

o Get coliege dggrees by mail.

* Racasslon-prdof jobs, careers.

« $100,000 credit on signature aione.
» Business money secrets, sources.

CRED IT o Viga/MasterCard—no credit check.
FREE 40-page catalog

EDEN PRESS « Box 8410-AF » Fountain Valley, CA 92728

MONEY

Men & Women! Make BIG Moneyl! Be a...

PRIVATE
INVESTIGATOR

““Clue"’ into big profits, excitement, intrigue and adventure
with your own Pl. business! $100,000 a year or more made
as your own boss! Amazing one-of-a-kind business
home-study course tells alll Train to be part of the fastest
growing profession in the country Qunckly learn:

* How to get on the ‘‘fast track’ to big money
* All fundamentals of private investigation and

surveillance
* How to start your own detective agency
* Where to buy state-of-the-art electronic detection
equipment
* How to operate from home, no investment required
* ID Card & Diploma awarded!
Free Information:

UNITED STATES ACADEMY OF
PRIVATE INVESTIGATION

P.O. BOX 2133
DEPT. INVESTIGATIONS (SF

—————

DEBTS? BILLS PILING UP? Bad credit is no problem.
We'll help. Licensed/Bonded. Apps accepted $500-
$50,000. Not a loan company. UAC, Dept. SF, PO Box
26295, Birmingham, AL 35226 or call 1-(800) 326-8284.
(161)
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CABLE-TV BOXES

Descramblers ® Converters
FREE CATALOG
TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO.
12062 Southwest 117th Ct., Suite 126
Miami, Florida 33186
800-442-9333

FORBIDDEN TECHNOLOGY: A STRANGE

AND GENUINELY DANGEROUS LOOK. #Buiid-

ing Toflon™.Coated Bullets Jamming Speed

Radar sTitanlum Warheads eActivating Inert

Gmudu-:nﬂypemocum Encrymlqn sRocket
Ine Ryro E:

A Wire eDefeating Alarms eForbldden Tech

Ing sUitrasonlc Weapons eMore! 8.5x11, 258

meaty pages. A Fresh & Lucid Look at Forbid-
den Technology! $33 domestic postage paid.
Reglatry Distributing, 1618 17th St, Ste 312,
Denver, CO, 80202. Sold only to Inform.

A S!ungr ang D-nguous Look
at Fortudden Technalog;

Mick Tyner

SUPPORT
SOF
ADVERTISERS

SURPLUS

ARMY SURPLUS: Large inventory New and Used, Plus
Survival Items. Send $1 (Refundable) for Price List: Hugh
Wade's Oakshire Place, Hwy 51 South, Union City, TN
38261. (161)

SOVIET ARMY CAP BADGES Only $5.00 for the Badge
and get our Large Listing of Soviet Military Camouflage.
Insignia & Equipment. Lowest Prices in the U.S., AH.A,
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (161)

BEST PRICES FOR GENUINE Army surplus, clothing,
camping and survival equipment. Free Catalog. Sierra
Surplus, P.O. Box 1597, Bishop, CA 93515. (161)

SURVIVAL

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICE (Candles, Bombs, Pots,
Grenades) — Send $2.00 (refundable with order) for
catalog of these and much more! Call 1-900-990-7036 Ext.
1017 for inside information. Call cost $1.99. Signus, Box
33712-W13, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (161)

EMERGENCY CANDLES. Made of high melt point
micro-crystalline wax. Two candles per package with
special reflective box. Over 120 hours burn time. Excellent
for home, car, camping, etc. Send $7.95 + $2.50 S&H to
Battlesight Supply, PO Box 16043, Colorado Springs, CO
80935. (161)

WILDERNESS SURVIVAL COURSES: Summer & winter,
5 days, 500 acres private reserve. Free brochure.
Wilderness Training Center, Box 168F, Chateaugay, NY
12920. (161)

NUCLEAR BOMB SHELTER PLANS. Exiensively re-
searched and drawn by licensed architect for todays
weapons. Don't be surprised —be prepared! Send $39 to:
Nuclear Sheiter Designs, PO Box 568, Glenwood Land-
ing, NY 11547, (161)

TRAINING

U.S. NAVY SEAL FITNESS PROGRAM. Gain strength
and self confidence. Get in shape using the methods of the
world's most elite combat unit. Send $10.95 to T-N-S Ent.,
PO Box 5644, Virginia Beach, VA 23455. (164)

NATIONAL ACADEMY of Investigative and security
sciences. Guaranteed quality professional training. For
free information send S.A.S.E. to: National Academy, 225
Broadway, Suite 520, San Diego, CA 92101. (165)

RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD training. Catalog
and information $6. ($10 foreign). USTC, 2020 N.
Broadway, Ste. 103, Santa Ana, CA 92706-2622. (164)

DO PULL-UPS ANYWHERE! With a free-standing pull-up
bar. For free info write: The Exerciser, 316 E. Bridger Ave.,
Dept. 339, Las Vegas, NV 89101. (161)

VEHICLES

1S IT TRUE? JEEPS FOR $44 through the US Gov't? Call
for facts! 504/649-5745 ext. 5-6823. (162)

VIDEOS

DRAMATIC VIETNAM FILMS, now on VHS. Not for
squeamish. $19.95. MWL, PO Box 6146, Omaha, NE
68106. (161)
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