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Desert Shield - the largest call-up of U.S. 
military personnel and materiel since Viet
nam. By the time you read this, we may 
already be at war with a madman, or we may 
still be holding that "line in the sand.' 
Whatever happens, it's our tens of thou
sands of U.S. military men and women who 
stand on the edge, and we owe them our 
deepest respect and greatest support. Sol
dier of Fortune Magazine dedicates this 
issue to those who answered the call . Photo: 
SIPA/Delahaye 
INSET: Canada suddenly found itself on the 
brink of a civil war, yet few in the United 
States seemed to know anything about it. 
Managing Editor John Coleman traveled up 
north twice to dig behind the scenes, and 
encountered thousands of young men 
standing ready to kill each other. Why? His 
story begins on page 38. Photo: John 
Coleman 
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COIMMAND GUIDANCE 
by Robert K. Brown 

I intend to use a single criterion in choosing candidates in this year's 
election. How a candidate stands on Second Amendment issues will 
determine how I will vote. 

This does not represent single issue voting on my part. A candidate's stand 
on the Second Amendment reveals at least as much about his or her value 
structure and character as it does about his or her feelings on the right to keep 
and bear arms. 

You do not have to dig very deeply into the voting records of the Congress, 
for example, to realize that those members who support gun rights are almost 
without exception the same ones who have voted for a strong military over the 
years, and that those who have voted for gun control are the same ones who 
regularly vote to gut the defense budget. Those favoring gun control include 
the same band of liberals who less than three months before Iraq's attempt to 
wipe Kuwait off the map proposed cutting the defense budget by 50% in 10 
years - and who have continued to favor that particular piece of low treason 
even as American fighting men deployed to Saudi Arabia. 

The same applies to crime. Those who support gun ownership have 
consistently voted to take back the streets from the criminal element. Those 
who favor gun control have consistently voted for the permissive approach to 
law enforcement that is swiftly rendering American cities unfit for human 
habitation. 

Those favoring gun ownership believe in the right of self-defense and the 
importance of self-reliance. Those opposing gun ownership believe that the 
right of self-defense poses a danger to the social order, and that the only way 
to insure domestic tranquility is to teach Americans to be personally helpless 
and reliant on government. That explains why they have squandered 
hundreds of billions of dollars in national treasure on the creation of a welfare 
state whose client groups have higher rates of poverty, illiteracy, drug 
addiction and overall dependency than they did before the programs designed 
to help them were put in place. 

History shows that those favoring gun ownership are the original 
environmentalists. It was advocates of the shooting sports who gave 
Americans a system of national parks and national forests that is the envy of 
the world and saved dozens of species from extinction. The gun control 
movement's view of environmentalism is the creation of a world in which the 
rights of rats are treated with more respect than the rights of human beings. 

The bedrock distinction is that those who are prepared to defend the right 
to keep and bear arms value their liberty more than their safety, while those 
who would subvert the Second Amendment propose throwing away their 
freedom in order to save their skins - despite the fact that the passage of 
20,000 gun laws has left the United States a demonstrably more violent and 
dangerous society than it was before. 

Make no mistake: The 1990 election will be pivotal in the fight to preserve 
the Second Amendment. Voting this year is more than a right; it is a duty. Gun 
owners who do not take it on themselves to discover the views of the 
candidates on gun control and vote to rid the government of anti-gun 
candidates are throwing away their their right to keep and bear arms - and a 
great deal more as well - as surely as if they took a torch and cut their 
weapons in half. ~ 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE (ISSN 0145-6784/USPS 120·510) i< publ~hcd monthly by SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, Inc., 
Boulder, Colorado. Second Clas.o; Postage Paid al Boulder, CO. POSTMASTER: Send address chauges lo SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, 
Subscription Department, P.O. Box 348, Ml. Morris, IL 61054. U.S. subscription rales for tweh·c monthly issues: $28.00. All foreign 
subscriptions add $21.00. U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Single-15.'iue Price - U.S., $3.95; United Kingdom, £2.60; Canada, $4.75. For 
subscription inquiries and address changes, please write SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, P.O. Hox 693, Uoulder, Colorado 80306, or call 
J-800-435-0715. 

CONTRIBlITORS: Mansucripts, photographs, drawings art submitted at the contributor's own risk. Material should be mailed lo 
Articles Editor, SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306), and cannot be returned unless accompanied by 
sufficient postage. Any material aapted is subj« l to such rt\'ision as is necessary to mttl the editorial requirements of SOF. All 
manuscripts must be typed double-spaced. All photographs should be credited and be accurately idcnlified. Paymcnl ""ill be made at 
rates current at lime of 11ublicalion. F.dilorial office phone number i'i 303-449-3750. 

Copyright © 1990 by SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 

2 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

MAGAZINE 
STAFF 

Editor/Publisher . . Robert K. Brown 

Managing Editor . . . . John Coleman 

Senior Editor . . . . . . . . . . . . . Don Mclean 

Technical Editor . . . . . . Peter G. Kokalis 

Associate Editors . . . . . . . . . . . . . s. Max 
Tom Slizewski 

Production Manager . . . . . Kathleen Allard 

Art/Production Assistant . . . Linda Keschl 

Electronic Graphics/ 
Layout . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Deborah Homer 

Foreign Correspondents 
Chief Foreign Correspondent . . . . . . . Tom Marks 
Senior Foreign Correspondent . . . . Steve Salisbury 
• Peter Douglas • Chuck Fremont • Jack Thompson 

Contributing Editors 
• Vietnam Veterans Affairs Col. Chuck Allen • Military 
History 'Mlliam Brooks 'Mlliam H. Northacker • Uncon
ventional Operations Brig. Gen. Heine Aderholt James 
P. Monaghan Maj. Robert MacKenzie • Military Affairs 
Alexander McColl Mike 'Mlliams • Paramedic Opera· 
lions Dr. John Peters • Explosives/Demolitions John 
Donovan • Aviation Dana Drenkowski • Africa Al Venter 
• Outdoor Affairs Galen Geer • Latin America Hugo 
Hartenstein 

Advertising/Marketing/ 
Expo Director ... ........ John Bressem 

Administrative/Convention 
Assistant . . . . . . . . . . . . . Dianne Mcleod 

Circulation ...... _ ..... .T. (Lefty) Wilson 
. . . . . . . . . . . Janice Brown 

Business Manager 
& Controller .... . ... . John H. McCulloch 

Bookkeeper . . . . . . . . . . . . Sharon Windsor 

SOF Exchange . . . . . . . . . . Carole Hayden 

Mail/Warehouseman . . . . . . . Jeff Bergeon 

Receptionist Lynne Manchester 

Special Projects Coordinator . John Kreiger 

In Memoriam 
Craig Nunn - Art Director • Lance Motley - Foreign 
Correspondent • Barry Sadler -Contributing Editor 

NOTICE: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and international distribu
tion. There may be products of which sale, 
possession or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to special
licensing requirements in your state. Purchasers 
should consult the local law enforcement authori
ties in their area. All data in this publication, 
technical or otherwise, is based upon personal 
experience or individuals using specific tools, 
products, equipment and components under 
particular conditions and circumstances, some of 
which may not be reported in the article and 
which Soldier of Fortune has not otherwise 
verified. Soldier of Fortune, its agents, officers 
and employees disclaim any responsibility for all 
liability, injuries or damages . 

DECEMBER 90 



PALADIN 
PRESS 

MODERN WEAPONS CACHING 
A Down-to-Earth Approach to Beating the 

Government Gun Grab 
by Ragnar Benson 

( The time to prepare is now. Firearms owners who have fought to hold onto their constitutional 
freedoms within the framework of the law must literally take their weapons underground-bury 

them- or expect to have them confiscated. In New Jersey, the wheels are already turning. Like 
something right out of Red Square, a law has passed requiring most owners of semiautomatic 

weapons to give them up. Ragnar Benson has spent years preparing for the kind of worst-case scenario 
that is taking shape in the U.S., and he has refined weapons caching down to a science. Now, with the need 

for such drastic measures looming ever larger on the horizon, you 'll learn how to construct a cache guaranteed 
to weather the elements for years to come, and you'll find out where to place it in order to outwit the authorities 

and beat their high-tech metal detectors. Follow Ragnar's example and look to the future with both mistrust and a 
will to prevail. 5 1 /2 x 8 1 /2, softcover, photos, 104 pp. $14.00 

DUNCAN LONG 

AR-7 
SUPER 

SYSTEMS 

-~· r 

AR-7 SUPER SYSTEMS 
by Duncan Long 

The lightweight. rugged AR·7 has 
long been a favorite of hunters, ex
plorers, survivalists and U.S. Air Force 
pilots. Now Duncan Long reveals his 
secrets about this classic rifle and the 
Explorer II. Learn how to upgrade this 
weapon with custom and do-i t· 
yourself modifications. how to field· 
strip and detail-strip, how to buy one 
used, and its value as a collector's 
item. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, sottoover, photos, 
illus., 144 pp. $15.00 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the rarest FMs in the field of 
military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equipment 
and tactics employed by this elite 
fight ing force are covered, as are 
SEAL weapons , communications , 
diving , infiltration and exfiltration, 
survival and more. 8 1/2 x 11, soft
oover, photos, illus., 240 pp. $14.95 

SEALs IN VIETNAM 
An Inside Look 

• 

In the jungles and canals of Vietnam. 
U.S. Navy SEALs waged a war of 
terror against the Vietcong . This 
action·packed video shows SEALs in 
training, preparing for missions and 
hauling in terrified VC prisoners. 
Voice·overs of SEAL veterans tell you 
what it was like to go out on deadly 
excursions deep into enemy territory 
and the special skills it took to gel 
back alive. Color, approx. 30 min ., 
VHS only. $29.95 

• 
FAST & FANCY SHOOTERS 

Watch the greatest handgunners , 
riflemen and shotgunners of all time 
in the fastest , fanc iest displays of 
shooting prowess ever seen. You'll 
marvel as gunners hit aspirin tablets 
from the hip at 10 feet, pick off in mid· 
air empty cases ejecting from a 
pump-action .22 rifle and blast a 
revolver at an incredible 600 rounds 
per minute ! Guaranteed to amaze, 
entertain and instruct anyone who's 
ever picked up a gun. Color, 75 min., 
VHS only. $59.95 

• 
GET EVEN 
The Video 

of Dirty Tricks 
Finally on film, George Hayduke·s 
greatest revenge tricks, showing you 
how to turn the tables on bullies. 
bureaucrats. big business and other 
bad guys. More than 100 uproarious, 
ingenious schemes make getting 
even easie r, safer and more fun! 
Rated "R" for revenge, Get Even is 
for entertainment purposes only. 
Color, 40 min., VHS only. $29.95 

SEALs 
UDT/SEAL Operations 

in Vietnam 
by T.L. Bosiljevac 

The definitive book on U.S. Navy 
SEALs' role in Vietnam. Aooounts of 
combat missions reveal incredible 
acts of skill and valor by SEAL troops 
under fire. Sixteen pages of rare 
photos show SEALs in training, on 
patrol in VC territory and moving up 
canals in the Mekong Delta. 5 1/2 x 8 
1/2, hardoover, photos, 272 pp. 

MAKE 
MY DAY! 

Ctnl.GF. HAYIJt ll\f. 

• 

MAKE MY DAY! 
Hayduke's Best Revenge 
Techniques for the Punks 

in Your Life 
Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag of bully
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers who rallied to 
George 's stirring cry (" Do unto 
others before they do unto you") fill 
this antic anthology that will amaze 
and amuse you . Make My Day! is 
for entertainment only. 5 1 /2 x 8 
1/2, hardcover, 224 pp. $17.95 

U.S. NAVY SEA Ls 
World War II . Korea · Vietnam 
Middle East· Grenada · Panama 

Elite warriors of stealth, sabotage and 
si lent missions of death, SEALs have 
been the U.S. military's shock force in 
50 years of global conflict. In this new 
video release. you'll see rare footage 
of SEALs in action from WWII to 
today's "dirty little wars." Much of this 
material has never been available to 
the public . until now. Color, 
approx. 35 min., VHS only. $29.95 

HOLIDAY DISCOUNT 

Use the " Holiday Offer" box on the order 
form and deduct 20% from any order of 
$50.00 or more! This offer is being extended 
to you, our valued customers. It is our way of 
saying, "Have a great Holiday Season!" 
ORDER NOW to take advantage of this 
opportunity! Offer ends January 1, 1991 . 
(Available to retail customers only.) 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE - DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 
Pa ladin Press• P.O. Box 1307• Boulder, CO 80306 • (303)443-7250 

(Video tapes are nonreturnable. Damaged tapes wW be replaced.} 
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BREAK CONTACT, 
CONTINUE MISSION 
by Raymond D. Harris 

A widely praised account of the 
shadow war fought by MACV-SOG in 
Laos, Cambodia and North Vietnam. 
SOG vet Ray Harris tells the story of 
Ted Garner, a recon sergeant running 
missions out of the CCC compound, 
who discovers the truth behind the 
SOG motto: "You have never lived until 
you 've almost died ." 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
hardcover, fiction, 368 pp. $22.95 

SCREW UNTO OTHERS 
Revenge Tactics for All 

Occasions 
by George Hayduke 

Watch out! The Master Trickster is 
back with over 140 mischievous tac· 
tics custom·designed for that special 
someone who has made your life 
miserable . This revenge manual 
shows how to use technology, ma· 
nure, newspapers and more to help 
you savor your vengeance! For 
entertainment only! 5 1 /2 x 8 1 /2, 
hardoover, 252 pp. $17.95 

h·l · l\, 011..i. 

BAIL 
ENFORCER 
IDll 
Wiii 
n!\ \,!, ~1 ... .l h ·1 · l l1a1h f 

$24.95 . 

PAYBACK! 
Advanced Backstabbing and 

Mudslinging Techniques 
by George Hayduke 

The "Dirty Harry of Literati ," a.k.a. 
George Hayduke. strikes again with 
another deadly shot of revenge . 
Get back at life 's bullies, bad guys 
and bureaucracies with these tear· 
jerking tidbits of do-it-yourself 
terrorism. For entertainment pur· 
poses only. 5 1/ 2 x 8 1/2 , hard
cover, 196 pp: $17.95 

BAIL ENFORCER 
The Advanced Bounty Hunter 

by Bob Burton 
America's most successful bounty 
hunter reveals advanced details 
and tricks of hunting and capturing 
humans. Learn how to obtain an 
arrest contract, surveillance tips , 
what to wear during a bust, how to 
work with the police, hazards of the 
use of deadly force. how to avoid 
your own arrest. legal precedents of 
the trade and more. 5 1/2 x 8 1/2, 
sottcover, photos. 216 pp. $16.95 
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BULLETIN BOARD 

Take a flying leap- next 19-28 April with 
the International Association of Airborne 
Veterans, in Thailand. Jump from a Royal 
Thai Air Force C-123 and a Royal Thai 
Special Forces balloon, plus enjoy tours, 
training and demonstrations. For info write 
IAAV, Suite 181 , Dept. SOF, 606 W. Barry 
St. , Chicago, IL 60657, or phone (321) 
327-3120. Photo: courtesy of IAAV 

SUPPORT OUR TROOPS IN THE 
MIDDLE EAST!... SOF is collecting 
paperback books for our service men 
and women on duty in the Gulf - you 
patriotic readers can help by sending 
what you have: single copies or a 
truckload. SOF will repackage and 
forward them to an Air National Guard 
unit which will fly them to Saudi land. 
Please help ! In consideration of the 
customs regulations and sensitivities of 
our Saudi Arabian allies, keep in mind 
that we cannot send books with pictures 
of women on the cover. Donors will be 
acknowledged in SOF if they desire. 
Send your paperbacks (be generous) 
to: Books For The Troops, c/o SOF, 
Box 693, Boulder CO 80306. 

MAIL FOR OUR TROOPS WEL
COME! SOME RESTRICTIONS 
APPLY ... As we go to press, American 
service personnel ashore in Saudi 
Arabia can receive only first class mail 
of 12 ounces or less, and mail 
addressed for any point in Saudi Arabia 
can be rejected if it contains pictures of 
nude or semi-nude people, pork or pork 
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by-products, alcohol, firearms, or 
religious material contrary to the Islamic 
faith. These restrictions do not apply to 
personnel aboard Navy ships operating 
in the Middle East. 

To write a specific service person, 
address them with full name, rank, 
serial number, organization and/or unit 
number, and appropriate Middle East 
APO or FPO number if known. If this is 
not known, address them at their last 
military address and it will be 
forwarded. Mail in support of our 
service people in general, or to service 
personnel you do not know, can also be 
addressed to the following : 

• Any U.S. Marine, Operation De
sert Shield, APO New York, NY 09848-
0006 (for land-based Marines) 

• Any U.S. Marine (or Sailor), Oper
ation Desert Shield, FPO New York, NY 
09866-0006 (for Navy and Marine per
sonnel on board ships). 

Mail may also be sent to "Any 
Soldier, Sailor, Marine, Airman" of the 
following specific units: 

• USS INDEPENDENCE CV-62, 
FPO San Francisco, CA 96618-2760 

• USS SARATOGA CV-60, FPO 
New York, NY 09543-27 40 

• USS DWIGHT D. EISENHOWER 
CVN-69, FPO New York, NY 09532-
2830 

• USS INCHON LPH-12, FPO New 
York, NY 09529-1655 

• USS NASHVILLE LPD-13, FPO 
New York, NY 09579-1715 

• USS FAIRFAX COUNTY LST-
1193, FPO New York, NY 09569-1 814 

• USS SCOTT, FPO New York, NY 
09587-1267 

• USS TAYLOR FFG-50, FPO 
Miami, FL 34093-1504 

• USS ROBERT G. BRADLEY 
FFG-49, FPO Miami, FL 34090-1503 

• USS ELMER MONTGOMERY 
FF-1082, FPO Miami, FL 34092-1442 

• USS SPRUANCE DD-963, FPO 
New York, NY 09587-1201 

• USS SAMPSON DDG-10, FPO 
Miami, FL 34093-1240 

• USS SAMUEL B. ROBERTS 
FFG-58, FPO New York, NY 09586-
1512 

• USS WISCONSIN BB-64, FPO 
New York, NY 09552-1130 

• USS MOUNT WHITNEY LCC-20, 
FPO New York, NY 09517-331 0 

• USS JOHN KNOX DD-983, FPO 
Miami, FL 34092-1221 

• U.S. ARMY 82ND AIRBORNE DI
VISION, APO New York, NY 09656-
0000 

• U.S. ARMY 24TH INFANTRY 
DIVISION (MECH), APO New York, NY 
09309-0000 

• U.S. ARMY 101ST AIRBORNE 
DIVISION, APO New York, NY 09309-
0000 

• USAF STRATEGIC AIR 
COMMAND, B-52 SOD 
COMMANDER, c/o NAVSUPPACT 
Diego Garcia, FPO San Francisco, CA' 
96685 

• USMC DETACHMENT, U.S. 
EMBASSY AMMAN, JORDAN, APO 
New York, NY 09892 

Get those cards and letters rolling 
folks, let our people in the Gulf know 
that you (and SOF) care! 

COMPUTER GEEKS 'N' GUN 
·RIGHTS ... Dozens of gun-related 
computer bulletin boards have been 
located and compiled by Combat Arms 
of Castro Valley, California, and a 
coordinated network is emerging 
thanks to their efforts. Yep, this time 
around Paul Revere may well make his 
rounds on a phone modem. Contacts : 
[voice] 415-538-6544, [BBS] 415-537-
1777, [Fido Net Node] 1 :161 :/357. 
Fastest way there is to keep up with the 
gun grabbers. Give 'em a ring and find 
out what's going on. Or is it a beep. Or 
a command. Whatever.~ 
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AFGHANISTAN: resistance leaders 
rejected proposal from Najibullah re
gime to set up joint commission, asking 
"V\buld the Allies have agreed for a 
moment to let the Nazis participate in 
elections?" ... ANGOLA: over 10,000 
have starved to death this year due to 
drought and famine ... ARMENIA: sent 
Moscow a "when in the 
course of human 
events• declaration, has 
enlisted paramilitary 
groups as parliamentary 
guards ... dissidents con
tinue to seize arms ... 
BULGARIA: food ration
ing in many cities, includ
ing capital of Sophia ... 
has elected Zhelyu Zhe
lev, first non-communist 
president in over 40 
years ... BURMA: Bur
mese security forces 
fired on peaceful demon
stration led by monks in 
Mandalay, killing four ... still no signs of 
the voted-out military regime leaving ... 
COLOMBIA: Gustavo de Jesus Gavi
ria, cousin of Pablo Escobar and head 
of cartel's terrorist and assassination 
activities, killed in shootout with Colom
bian narcs .. . CSFR: more than 
220,000 Czechoslovaks who suffered 
political persecution under the commies 
will split some $95 million in compensa
tion under new rehabilitation law ... 
CUBA: concertina and 100-yard no 
man's land around Spanish embassy 
where dissident Cubans are holed up ... 
five others holed up in Belgian embassy 
. .. meanwhile, with bread already ra
tioned, Cubans can now buy a chicken 
only every nine days ... DOR: hurting for 
spares, Jagdfliegergeschwader 3 has 
cut individual time on MiG-29s to five 
hours a month . . . pilots also miffed 
because the five billion marks saved in 
their retirement fund was siphoned off 
for other things by former regime ... all 
good things must end department: after 
generations of use by Prussians, 
Imperialists, Nazis and communists, 
East German army has scrapped the 
goose step in preparation for merger 
into a pan-German army ... EL SALVA
DOR: FMLN purges have wasted at 
least 40 of their own .. . recent Gallup 
poll indicated 72% of the folks there 
back Cristiani - while two Marxist 
politicos rated 11 and 12% respectively 
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WORLD SITREP 

... FRANCE: scheduled to reduce troop 
strength by 50,000 (presently 509,000) 
... FAG: arms giants Rheinmetall and 
Fried. Krupp to merge and be known as 
MaK System GmbH ... current plans for 
pan-German armed forces call for 
scrapping all Soviet equipment, includ
ing MiG-29 fighters . .. INDIA: military 

police captured Yasin Malik, head of 
Jammu-Kashmir Liberation Front, in 
night raid that killed 12 sleeping resi
dents, injured 15; total killed since 
Indian crackdown nearly 1,000 . . . IN
DONESIA: restoring relations with PRC 
after 23 years of discord that saw over a 
million killed in aftermath of PRC
backed coup attempt . . . ITALV: Presi
dent Cossiga calling for investigation of 
allegations CIA was behind wave of 
terrorist attacks in the 1970s, orches
trated through the P-2 Masonic Lodge 
. .. JAPAN: has freed up $5.4 billion in 
loans to China frozen after last year's 
bloody crackdown on freedom 
demonstrators .. . Mayor Hitoshi Mo
toshima apologized for Japan's aggres
sion before and during WWII at cere
mony marking 45th anniversary of atom 
bombing of Nagasaki ... LEBANON: 
fierce fighting in Sidon between Iranian
backed fundamentalists and rival Shi'ite 
group working with Palestinians ... Pal
estinian Revolutionary Factions (PRF) 
released another Swiss hostage ... 
LIBERIA: stalemate and bloody schism 
in rebel ranks between Taylor and 
Johnson, West African multinational 
force hopes to keep lid on while 
things sort themselves out ... Marines 
evacuated U.S. personnel who wanted 
out ... LIECHTENSTEIN: tiny country 
between Switzerland and Austria will 
become UN's 160th member .... MON-

GOLIA: faced with first election in 69 
years, communist party announced 
plans to allow private ownership of 
property ... PAKISTAN: embarking on 
MST project, prototype "Khalid' (P-90) 
scheduled for trials by next June, will be 
modified Chinese Type 69-11 with 
105mm rifled gun, uprated engine and 
improved armor ... meanwhile, police 
rounding up backers of old Bhutto 
regime ... PERU: new president Alberto 
Fujimori has declared state of emer
gency, sacked 200 officers and over 
1,000 national police, charging them 

· with corruption and links to paramilitary 
groups ... POLAND: gangs of thieves 
taking police head-on as crime contin
ues to skyrocket ... associate director of 
U.S. Peace Corps for education was 
tear-gassed, stabbed, had leg broken 
twice by thieves at train station in 
Warsaw ... PRC: China tested 50-200 
kiloton bomb at Lop Nor test site in 
Xinjiang province ... AT&T to sell PRC 
army $5 million worth of com mo gear ... 
SOUTH AFRICA: death toll continues 
to rise between warring tribal factions ... 
SOUTH KOREA: President Roh 
Taewoo said he would open gates at 
Panmunjon, invited North to do the 
same . . . SRI LANKA: 85 Tamils 
hacked to death, over 100 injured by 
Moslems seeking retribution for 400 
Moslems killed in Tamil attacks on 
villages and mosques ... SWEDEN: 
citing humanitarian reasons, Swedes 
will not extradite young hijacker of 
Aeroflot airliner back to USSR ... TAI
WAN: death-row inmates being offered 
option of fast bullet in brain instead of 
slow bullet in heart if they donate 
organs to medicine [not such a bizarre 
offer - doctors transplant hearts, not 
brains] ... THAILAND: will probably 
buy 300 of our surplus M60A 1 and 350 
M48A5 MBTs as part of a package that 
includes recovery vehicles, spares, 
electronics and small arms ... UNITED 
KINGDOM: Brits plan to cut Ghurka 
forces in half to only 4,000 after Hong 
Kong is handed over to PRC in 1997 ... 
URUGUAY: divers have found 
Spanish galleon El Preciado, believed 
to be carrying $400 million in gold ... 
USSR: recent visitors report mass star
vation in Turkmenistan ; mayor of 
Moscow suburb Oktobersky noted that, 
"Mr. Gorbachev canl feed his hungry 
people with the love Americans hold 
for him.·~ 
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ADVENTURE QUARTERMASTER 

FLOAT LIKE A 
BUTTERFLY ... 

VVhattwo-passen
ger recreational ve

hicle floats like a 
boat, maneuvers 

like a plane, and looks 
like a spaceship? The 

RX2000 hovercraft, that's what. 
It's designed to fly 6-8 inches above 

land, water, ice, marsh and even snow. VVith 
average fuel consumption estimated at about 2 gallons per hour, its two-cycle, 43 

horsepower engine powers the RX2000 at up to 50 mph. 
Rated payload is up to 450 pounds. Standard equipment includes tachometer, 

temperature gauge and bilge pump. The body is available in red, blue, yellow or 
white and is constructed of foam-filled fiberglass parts. Aside from recreational uses, 
this hovercraft would be handy for search and rescue units and meets all U.S. Coast 

Guard requirements for safety. Priced below $10,000 the RX2000 might prove an 
excellent replacement for that rusting old truck behind the shed. For more 

information contact Hover Dynamics, Dept. SOF, Rt. 12, Box 774F, Little Mill Rd., 
Cumming, GA 30130; phone (404) 889-5660. 

ADVENTURE MUGS? ... Put some action in 
your morning cup of coffee. Just add your 

1 favorite hot beverage to one of Kaufmann's 
_) "Magic Mugs" and watch the military 

action design change right be
fore your eyes. The photo 

shows the "before" and "after" 
designs. Magic Mugs work 

without use of dangerous 
chemicals and use just the 

heat from your drink to acti
vate. A C-130 drops airborne 

troops; an F-14 Tomcat scores a direct hit; the B-2 Stealth bomber disappears ... 
There are a total of 14 designs including Navy, NASA, Air Force and Airborne. Mugs 

are available from Kaufman's \/Vest, Dept. SOF, 1660 Eubank, Albuquerque, NM 
87112. Price is $12.95 per mug; two for $24.95 (add shipping cost of $3.95 

for first mug and $1 for each additional mug. Call Kaufmann's toll free 
1-800-545-0933. 

PRO BAG ... From Eagle Industries 
comes a new Pro Shooters Bag with 

compartments for everything from extra 
ammunition, radios, tactical gear and 

tools, to extra firearms, cameras and first 
aid supplies. Constructed of heavy-duty 

11 ounce Cordura nylon, this bag is 
padded with 7/a-inch closed cell foam. 

Velcro repositionable pockets and 
pouches allow you to configure the Pro 
Shooters Bag to meet your specific re
quirements. Other notable features in-

clude a roomy main compartment, gener
ous cargo pocket, zippered document 
and drop pocket. It can be carried by 

either the 2-inch-wide webbing handles 
or a detachable padded shoulder strap. 

For more information contact: Eagle Industries Unlimited, Dept. SOF, 400 Biltmore, 
Suite 530-S, Fenton, MO 63026. 
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TAC-LINE ... VVe've all found ourselves 
in the field needing a rope, string or 
thread; now there's a solution called 
Tac-Line. It's a compact dispenser that 
provides quick, tangle-free nylon para
chute cord rated at 550 pound test. 

A rugged 3Vvc3%x2-inch dis-

comes 
with a cloth 
belt case 
and is an 

penser con
tains 50 feet 
of cord with 
a built-in cut
ting blade 
for one-

ideal accessory for backpackers, po
lice, fire and rescue personnel or any
one who often finds himself in need of 
rope for tying, hauling or in-field repairs. 
More information available from Tac
Line, Inc., Dept. SOF, PO Box 441, 
Madison, OH 44057. 

NEW 
10MM ... 
Auto-Ordnance 
Corp recently re
leased their new 
1 Omm automatic pis-

. tol based on the same 
design as their Gov
ernment Model 1911 
A 1 pistol. The new 
1 Omm comes in blue fin-
ish with rubber wrap-around grips stan
dard. Contact Bob Lippman for addi
tional information: Auto-Ordnance 
Corp., Dept. SOF, Williams Lane, \/Vest 
Hurley, NY 12491 . 

IF YOU'VE RUN ACROSS A PROD
UCT good enough to share with SOF 
readers let us know. VVrite SOF, P.O. 
Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 
Attn: AQM.~ 
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Soar with us high over London where Spitfires and Messerschmitts clash in the skies. 
Dive with us deep in the Atlantic where the hunt goes on for a real Red October. 

Battle by battle, The Military Book Club lets you witness history as it's made. 
Get in on all the action. 

Clip the coupon and join us today! 

9522 $9.951 

MUD 
SOLD~ 

• Gro!!§.~ 

Take any 

4for98~ 
with membership 

0125 $19.95 1073 $14.95 9464 $19.95 0760 $21.95 9480++$19.95 1081 $17.95 9498 $24.95 9514 $27.95 5603 $22.95 

STOt E\W\LL 
JACKSON __ ,,, .. ~-
a; 
Joh n Bowers I 

rnro 
Cambodia 

SponJ!C;imp.:aipi. 
Su~Offen11•·e.1970 

'd!>. 
Keuh\\~lham Nol311 

riGE'l''E 
'nHJGll! 
'*""91e>8..yWl!.i8ool-1 

TOM Hl"ll;t:U Al.D 

$24.95 1396 $24.95 1149 $17.95 5728 $24.95 

0158 $19.95 0729 $18.95 0703 $18.95 1222++ $18.95 0679 $24.95 8292+ $16.95 3988+ $10.95 0315 $49.50 3913 $29.95 5520 $19.95 

HERE'S WHAT YOU GET WHEN YOU JOIN ... 
4 BOOKS FOR 98C. Send no money now. You 'll be billed 98¢, plus 
shipping and handling, when your membership is accepted. 

A GUARANTEE OF SATISFACTION. If you 're not 100% satisfied 
with your books, return them within 10 days at our expense. Your 
membership will be canceled and you 'll owe nothing. 

THE FREE CLUB MAGAZINE. You 'll receive 14 issues a year. Each 
issue includes the Featured Selection(s) plus a number of Alter
nates from the Club's library of over 230 books. Twice a year, you 
may also receive offers of Special Selections. 

SHOPPING MADE SIMPLE. To get the Featured Selection(s), do 
nothing-it will be sent automatically. If you prefer another book 
- or none at all-simply return your Member Reply Form by the 
date shown. A shipping and handling charge is added to each order. 

AN EASY-TO-MEET OBLIGATION. Take up to 2 years to buy 4 
more books at regu lar low Club prices. Afterwards, you may 
resign membership anytime. Or you may continue to enjoy the 
benefits of belonging to The Military Book Club. 

HUGE DISCOUNTS .. . as much as 30% off publishers' hardcover 
editions. Club books are sometimes altered in size to fit special 
presses. All are printed on high-quality, acid-free paper. 

RISK-FREE RETURN PRIVILEGES. If you get an unwanted book 
because your Club magazine came late (!nd you had less than 10 
days to decide, simply return the book at our expense. 

PRICES SHOWN ARE FOR PUBLISHERS' EDITIONS. 
CLUB HARDCOVER EDITIONS SAVE YOU UP TO 30%. 
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'l'llE •counts as 2 choices x Special edition exclusively for Club members +Sohcover ++Fiction 

)I II I ,,, lll'7 --------------, 
..t l • a ~t~LJ;~Jtary Book Club Please write book 

HOO I{ f~l_,IJH® *:*: ~050B~~s~jh Street numbers here. 

Your #1 Source for Military Books Indianapolis, IN I I I 
46206-6357 I I I 

YES! Please enroll me in The Military 
Book Club according to the risk-free 
membership plan described in this ad. 
Send me the 4 BOOKS I've indicated. 
Bill me just 98¢, plus shipping and 
handling. 

Mr./Mrs. 

I I I 
I I I 

1756 09 
If you select a book that 

counts as 2 choices, write 
the first 4 digits of the 

book number in one box 
and 9999 in the next. 

Miss/ Ms. ---------------------
please print 

Address ________________ Apt. 

City _____ ______ state ____ Zip ___ _ 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada onl y. Canadian members se rviced from Canada, where 
offer is slightly different. Sales tax added where applicable. We reserve the right to reject 
any ap pl1cat1on . 

L----------------------~~~~ 
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COMBAT CRAFT POW, You Can Come Back Alive 
by Bill Rosky 

IT'S happened to 137,800 Ameri
can fighting men since the onset of 
World War II: capture. And there 
needn\ be a war on for it to happen to 
you. Ask the surviving crew members of 

morale even under the most trying 
circumstances ... a never failing hope of 
rescue, able to repress hostility, physi
cally adaptable to a strange environ
ment, and willing to eat anything.· 

Eat Every
thing 

Let's look 
at that last 
item first. 
That's Rule 
No. 1 - eat 
everything 
thats edible. 
This means 
everything 
the enemy 
gives you to 
eat as well as 
anything you 

unlikely things. A corollary to this rule is 
that you hide all items as well as you 
can so they wont be confiscated by 
guards. 

Keep Clean 

Wash yourself and your clothing 
whenever you can. The last thing you 
need is disease and infection. Keeping 
clean is also important for morale 
purposes. 

Exercise 

Exercise to the extent possible, given 
your health and diet. It is not only for 
your overall mental and physical health, 
but you'll need all the strength you can 
muster if you see an opportunity to 
escape. 

Keep Your Mind Occupied 

can find to This is vital. If you are permitted 

the USS 
Pueblo, who 
were cap
tured by the 
North Kore
ans on 23 
January 
1968, and 
held for 11 
months after 
their vessel 
was seized 
on the high 
seas. (Not 
until the pas
sage of the 
FY 1990-91 
National De
fense Author
ization Act 
did the U.S. 

American POWs cheering their liberators at the infamous 
Japanese prison camp at Cabanatuan, Philippines, in 
January of 1945. Photo: National Archives 

supplement contact with other POWs, make the 
those rations most of it. You can go beyond chess 

grass, and checkers. Be creative. Nick Rowe 

government finally change their status 
from "detainees" to POWs - a mere 
22 years later.) Or ask the Marine guard 
detachment that was at the U.S. Em
bassy in Iran in 1979. 

Many books, magazine and newspa
per articles have been written by and 
about POWs. Their experiences have 
been the subject of numerous docu
mentaries, interviews, and studies. An 
examination of these sources yields 
important principles of survival. 

First, indelibly engrave this on your 
brain, and never forget it no matter how 
rough the going gets - even in the 
worst POW camps in every war; most 
men survive. In Vl.brld War II, 1 % of 
Americans held prisoner by the Ger
mans died in captivity, while 40% of 
those in Japanese POW camps died. In 
the Korean War 38% of Americans held 
captive by the North Koreans and 
Chinese died, compared to 15% of 
those who were POWs during the war 
in Vietnam. If what's past is prologue, 
this means that your odds of survival in 
a POW camp are between 60% at 
worst and 99% at best, but probably 
about 85%. Remember that. 

One study, published by the V/\s 
Office of Planning and Program Evalua
tion (Study of Former Prisoners of War, 
1982), concluded that survivors of 
POW camps were "possessed of high 
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bark, roots, and his fellow prisoners planned a 
leaves, insects, everything. Men have business enterprise in minute detail. 
died in POW camps simply because "Hacienda del Sol" was an idea for a 
they had an aversion to unfamiliar types resort hotel in Mexico. They planned 
of food. Lieutenant Colonel Nick Rowe, every detail, from the layout of the 
who was held captive by the vc for five rooms to menus, to uniforms for em-
years and was later responsible for ployees, to recreation facilities. 
developing the When, toward 
SERE (Sur- the end of the 
vival, Evasion, war in Vietnam, 
Resistance, numbers of pris-
and Escape) oners were quar-
School at Fort tered together 
Bragg, sum- and allowed to 
med up what communicate in 
your philosophy the Hanoi Hilton, 
must be in the the POWs set 
documentary up "Hanoi Uni-
"P.O.W. versity" and 
Americans in began to teach 
Enemy Hands." each other. In 
He said that he Scars and 
and his fellow Lieutenant Commander Richard A. Stratton in his Stripes, Navy 
prisoners held North Vietnamese prison cell. Photo: USAF Cross winner 
by the VC had a simple rule: "If it walks, and former A-6 pilot Eugene "Red" 
swims, flies, or crawls, and we can McDaniel says that they held classes 
catch it, it goes on the menu." four nights a week, and that there were 

two classes a night. Between 55 and 60 
Save Everything different subjects were taught, including 

Save everything you can get your 
hands on, even if you can\ think of any 
use for the item at the time - a piece of 
string, an old rusty nail, a piece of tinfoil, 
everything. You'll be surprised at some 
of the uses you'll find for the most 

French, Spanish, German, Russian, 
history, and real estate. For entertain
ment, prisoners related book and movie 
plots to each other. 

If you're isolated and unable to 
communicate with anyone, things will 
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be a thousand times worse. But dont 
give up. POWs in solitary have mentally 
built their dream houses brick by brick 
and board by board, including the 
plumbing and electrical wiring. They 
have mentally "replayed" their favorite 
movies, books, and plays. They have 
also written their own books, plays, and 
music. All in their minds. They have 
relived vacations they've had, every 
moment of them. They've worked 
countless mathematical problems and 
puzzles, all in their minds. Richard 
Stratton, a Hanoi Hilton alumnus, said, 
"When you're faced with total boredom 
in isolation in a prison system, you can 
make ... wonderful journeys through 
your mind to relive both the good and 
the bad that happened to you, to 
reconstruct events to see how they'd 
tum out differently. And there's just a 
wealth of material that will ... entertain, 
delight, and amaze you in your own 
background.· 

Resist, But Don, 
Be Stupid About It 

Strength is not the same thing as 
bravado. You're not a character in the 
movies. This is real life, and no one is 
watching. So dont make some kind of 
grand gesture of defiance like spitting in 
the interrogator's face or insulting him. 
You're not going to get an Oscar or an 
Emmy. Instead, what you're going to 
get, if you act like you're Rambo or 
Conan the Barbarian, is intense pain, 
possibly solitary confinement, reduced 
or no rations, and maybe even a 
shallow grave. If you feel you must 
emulate some celluloid character, try 
acting like Gomer Pyle, USMC. If the 
enemy is convinced that you're stupid, 
he just might leave you alone. Tell him 
you dont know the answer to that; you 
were just assigned to the unit. You've 
never been to that part of the front. 
You've never received any training on 
that weapons system. And so on. 
Whether the enemy believes you or not, 
"I dont know,· goes over far better 
than, "I wont tell you.· The former is a 
statement of perhaps questionable 
credibility; the latter is a challenge 
hurled into the face of the enemy. 

It's important that the enemy not 
draw you into any political discussions. 
This is an arena in which you can only 
lose. Just as you're not playing a part in 
a movie, you're not trying out for some 
school debating team. This is not the 
time or place to show off your knowl
edge of the Industrial Revolution, class 
struggles throughout history, and your 
understanding of the complete works of 
Karl Marx and Vladimir llyich Lenin. 
Good men, some of our very best, tried 
to do this in POW camps in Korea and 
Vietnam. All they got for their troubles 
was being singled out as "reactionar-

Continued on page 76 
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MIL-TIME® THE SPECIALIST IN QUALITY 
MILITARY DESIGN WATCHES 

THE AMERICAN SERIES 
PRECISION WEST GERMAN QUARTZ ANALOG MOVEMENT WITH 
DATE DISPLAY • 12/24 HOUR MARKINGS • LUMINOUS HANDS 
AND HOUR INDICATORS • SOLID BRASS CASE • SHOCK AND 
WATER RESISTANT • STAINLESS STEEL BACK • SCRATCH 
RESISTANT MINERAL GLASS CRYSTAL • WATER RESISTANT 
LEATHER BAND • BI-DIRECTIONAL TIME RING BEZEL 
LONGLIFE BATTERY • LIFETIME LIMITED WARRANTY 

ACCURATE -RUGGED-HANDSOME 

MODELS AVAILABLE: MARINE CORPS(SHOWN) 
NAVY , AIR FORCE, 82ND AIRBORNE, 101ST 
AIRBORNE , lST CAVALRY , 7TH INFANTRY 
SPECIAL FORCES ABN, RANGERS 

SPECIAL OFFER 

$69.95 
VISA/MC ORDER TOLL FREE 
1-800-328-3227 
IN CA. 415-871-6726 

OR SEND CHECK/ MONEY ORDER TO 
MIL-TIME 
456 SAN MATEO AVENUE, SUITE 1 
SAN BRUNO, CA. 94 0 66 
ALL ORDERS ADD $3 . 50(CAN . $7. 00 ) S/ H 
CA . ADD $5 . 07 TAX 
NO EXTRA S / H TO OVERSEAS MILITARY 

_ -.....::--... 7 1/2 TO 8" Cutting Edge 
High Carbon Stainless Steel Blade 

Kraton® Handle 
Leather Sheath 

IKING 
RAIDER 

I 1=i•J~:n~t~:i I AXE 

100% 
SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED! 

includes 
shipping 

Pie- a11ow 90 day• tor clellvety. ,-------------------------, IA G RUSSELL DOK, AG. Ship me one of these knives. Ifl don't like it I 
• 100% I understand that I can return it for a full refun~ 

I DeptF-012 DJ don't want to order today, but send me a free catalog. 
I 1705 Hwy 71 N Name I 
I Springdale, AR 72764 address Apt #_I 

1
501-751-7341 Catalogs City St.ate __ zip __ I 
800-255-9034 Orders Phone __ -__ - Check __ M0--1 

I MasterCard or Visa # __ -__ -__ -__ Exp 
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PALADIN 
PRESS A HOLIDAY DISCOUNT 

( 
Use the "Special Holiday Offer" box on 

the order form and deduct 20% from any 
order of $50.00 or more! This offer is being 

extended to you, our valued customers. It is our 
way of saying, "Have a great holiday season!" 

ORDER NOW to take advantage of this opportunity! 
Offer ends January 1, 1991. (Available to retail 

customers only.) 

GET 
EVEN 

How lo Get Even 
with Anybody 

Anytime 

KNIVES. 
KNIFE 
FIGHTING, 
tr RELATED 

~!'.~sitilE!.-
survive 0 .. . 

RfAL • 
Knife ""' .... 
f ight .. 
t1o<cAt.imol 

""""~ 

GET EVEN 
The Complete Book 

of Dirty Tricks 
by George Hayduke 

A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big 
business. government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved tricks 
are included, such as ones devised by 
CIA and Mafia members and political 
dirty tricksters . These dirty tri cks 
range from the simple to the ela 
borate. For entertainment only. 5 112 x 
8 1/2, hardcover, 208 pp. $17.95 

HIGH-TECH HARASSMENT 
How to Get Even With 

Anybody, Anytime 
by Scott Fnacb 

Harness the forces of science and 
technology to bypass computer 
passwords , beat ATM bank ma
chines, wreak havoc with magnets, 
spread terror with lasers, detect 
cof1'1)uter viruses and more. For 
information purposss only. 8 112 x 
11, softcover, photoe, 1111.18., 168 pp. 

$19.95 

A BOUNCER'S GUIDE TO 
BARROOM BRAWLING 

Dealing with the Sucker Puncher, 
Streetfighter, and Ambusher 

by Peyton Quinn 
As a bouncer in a biker bar and a 
participant in dozens of fights , Peyton 
Quinn knows the difference between 
fighting fact and fantasy. The result is 
a unique guide to self-defense that 
can save your ass in places where 
brawl ing is quick, dirty, and very 
violent. 5 112 x 8 1/2 , softcover, 
photos, illus., 264 pp. $17.95 

KNIVES, KNIFE FIGHTING, 
AND RELATED HASSLES 

How to Survive a 
Real Knife Fight 

by Marc "Animal" Mac Young 
Knife fighting is ugly business, so 
you'd better know what you're doing if 
you ever find yourself in one. This 
book will show you the down-and-dirty 
reality of knife fighting, from choosing 
the best knife to devious street tricks 
commonly used to get in the first 
strike. 5 112 x 8 112, sottcover, photos, 
illus, 128 pp. $12.00 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON 
ANYBODY 

by Lee Lapin 
Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick techno
logy, how polygraphs and voice lie 
detectors can be tricked and much 
more. including more than 100 
sources for spy equipment. 8 1/2 x 
11 , sottcover, illus., 272 pp. $30.00 

HOW TO BEAT ~. 

TH[ CREDIT " 
BUREAUS 

f! 

I 11 llr ;::;:g :iii 
l1mr ;:;,,_;m 

1., n11n 
1
• 

..,qua 1zt•r 
-~~;e~ ~1l~M~ 

l il lll'I 
VCIOI S;mtD"O 

CREDIT SECRETS 
How to Erase Bad Credit 

by Bob Hanunond 
Solve your financial problems once 
and for alll These proven methods 
show how to eliminate debts and 
establish a perfect credit rating. 
Discover the Inside tricks used by 
lawyers and professional credit 
consultants with this easy-to-follow 
program. 5 1/2 x 8 112, softcover, 
80 pp. $12.00 

HOW TO BEAT THE 
CREDIT BUREAUS 

The Insider's Guide to 
Consumer Credit 
by Bob Hanunond 

In this sequel to his best·selling book, 
Credit Secrets, Hammond describes 
the deceptive web spun by the power
ful credit bureau syndicate and tells 
how to get a copy of your credit report, 
interpret it and then force the bureaus 
to wipe the slate clean. Get back on 
solid financial ground for good. 5 1/2 x 
8112, sottoover, 136 pp. $12.00 

U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

by Glen K. Craig 
Paladin's new update of this classic 
besHfeller gives you the info you 
need to stay alive and stay well in 
the field by showing how to treat all 
kinds of diseases and injuries. In a 
new compact format, this book 
gives you the knowledge that 
makes the Special Forces medic so 
valuable. 4 1/2 x 7 1/4, weather
proof sottcover, illus., 608 pp. 

$19.95 

TO RIDE, SHOOT STRAIGHT 
AND SPEAK THE TRUTH 

by feff Cooper 
Combat mind·set, proper sighting, 
tactical residential architecture, 
nuclear war - these are some of the 
many subjects explored by Jeff 
Cooper in this illustrated anthology. 
The author discusses various arms, 
fighting skills and the importance of 
knowing how to defend oneself, and 
one's honor, in our rapidly changing 
world. 5 t /2 x 8 1/2, hardcover, illus., 
384 pp. $26.00 

BE YOUR OWN EQUALIZER 
How to Fight the 
System and Win 

by Victor Santoro 
All men are not created equal in 
America. Be Your Own Equalizer is 
for take-charge people who want to 
create their own opportunities. 
Read this book and learn how to 
work the angles so you will get the 
job and salary you want, command 
the respect you deserve and hold 
on to what's rightfully yours. 5 112 x 
8 112, sottcover, 104 pp. $10.00 

WANTED 

lh•· .... ·11 -t>d,·n ... 
.. 11 .1.1H1"'" ' 

UNREPENTANT 

SINNER 

MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE 

ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON MARTIAL ARTS, SURVIVAL, MILITARY SCIENCE, 
WEAPONRY, REVENGE AND OTHER RELATED SUBJECTS. SEND A COPY OF THE 
MANUSCRIPT TO PALADIN PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307, BOULDER, COLORADO 80306. 
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Seeing the World .... and 
Getting Paid for It! 

by Dennis Riley 
Open the door to a new life and a 
world of adventure. The author's 
simple, infallible job-search system 
has never failed to bring him an over· 
seas offer. He's made a living out of 
working (and playing) abroad for 
years. Now you can, too. 5 112 x 8 1/2, 
sottoover, photos, 144 pp. $15.00 

COMBAT RIFLES OF 
THE 21st CENTURY 

Futuristic Firearms for 
Tomorrow's Battlefields 

by Duncan Long 
Today's assault rifles are soon to be 
made obsolete by a deadly new breed 
of combat firearm currently being 
produced for the U.S. armed forces. 
Here is an exclusive look at cuttlng
edge futuristic designs and exotic 
ammo from Colt, H&K, Steyr and 
others. 8 1/2 x 11 , sottoover, photos, 
illus., 88 pp. $15.00 

SPECIAL FORCES HANDBOOK 
Covers such topics as guerrilla 
tactics and the composition of 
operational detachments ; demo
lition techniques, such as cratering, 
rail cuts and improvised incen
diaries; unconventional warfare ; 
guerrilla forces ' m issions ; air 
operations ; weapons : communi
cations ; first-aid techniques; and 
survival skills. 4 1/4 x 6, sottcover, 
illus., 216 pp. $8.00 

KAMIKAZE FIGHTING 
The Self-Defense of Last Resort 

by Mike Vasso/o 
In an all-or-nothing streetlight, you 
need the fighting spirit of a kamikaze 
warrior. Learn how to develop 
unbeatable fighting moves , un
shakable confidence and the mastery 
to come out on top. This hard·hitting 
book features power-building drills 
and realistic self.<fefense lessons. 5 
1/2 x 81/2, sottoover, photos, 168 pp. 

$15.95 

UNREPENTANT SINNER 
The Autobiography of 

Colonel Charles Askins 
More than 3 million readers have 
already enjoyed these tales from 
one of the legendary adventurers of 
the 20th century. Colonel Askins has 
served as a border patrolman on the 
Rio Grande, infantryman in WWII, 
paratrooper in Vietnam, competitive 
pistol shot and leading big-game 
hunter. 6 x 9, sottcover, 320 pp. 

$17.95 

DEALER INQUIRIES 
INVITED 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
REVENGE & HUMOR 

Make 'em Pay! ............. . 
Your Revenge Is in the Mail : ..... 
Revenge Book: The Chilling Sequel . 
Forgive? Forget It! ..... . 
The Joy of Cold Revenge ............... . 
Get Even 2: More Dirty Tricks 

............. $17.95 
9.95 

. ..... 10.00 
.... 17.95 

. 10.00 

From the Master of Revenge ............................ 17.95 
B.S.ing: The Secrets of Success 

in the Business World ................... 12.00 
Techniques of Harassment... ..................................... 17.95 
Sweet Revenge: A Serious Guide to Retribution ...... 17.95 
Care & Feeding of Tenants .... . .................... 7.95 
Up Yoursl Guide to Advanced Revenge Techniques 17.95 
Revengeville: Sick Humour for the Deranged Mind .. 17.95 
Mad as Hell: A Master Tome of Revengemanship .... 17.95 
The Revenge Book . 8.00 
Tenant's Revenge: How to Tame Your Landlord ....... 7.95 
Kickass! More Mayhem From the Master of Malice .. 17 .95 

PERSONAL FREEDOM & MONEY 

How to Hide Anything . ..................... ..................... $10.00 
Credit: The Cutting Edge........ .. 25.00 
DEA Stash and Hideout Handbook........... 8.00 
Privacy: How to Get It. How to Enjoy It. . ....... 18.95 
Sneak It Through.... ......................... . ............... 10.00 
Financial Investment Expertise: The Complete Guide to 

Terms, Definitions, and Winning Strategies ....... 17.95 
Flimflam Man: How Con Games Work ...................... 17.95 
Electronic Fund Transfer Systems Fraud .................. 15.00 
Save Your License ................................. 14.95 
The Armchair Millionaire ............. 8.95 
Disguise Techniques: Fool All of the People 

Some of the nme ..... 8.00 
Computers: Crimes, Clues and Controls .......... 10.00 

ESPIONAGE & INVESTIGATIONS 

How to Avoid Electronic Eavesdropping 
and Privacy Invasion ...................................... $ 12.95 

Find 'em Fast: A Private Investigator's Workbook .... 12.00 
Undercover Operations: A Manual for the 

Private Investigator.......... ...................... 8.00 
Detective's Private Investigation Training Manual. .... 14.95 
Obtaining Your Private Investigator's License ........... 8.00 
Practical Guide for Private Investigators ................... 12.00 
How to Investigate by Computer: 1990 ..................... 35.00 
How to Build a Bug proof Room .......................... ..... 12.00 
CIA Flaps and Seals Manual ......................... 6.95 

WEAPONS 

AR-15/M16 Super Systems .................................... $19.95 
The CZ-75 Family: The Ultimate Combat Handgun ... 16.00 
The AR-15/M16: A Practical Guide...... . ...... 16.95 
The Ruger .22 Automatic Pistol: 

Stand.ird/Mark I/Mark II Series...... . .. 12.00 
Combat Ammunition: Everything You Need to Know 19.95 
The Combat Shotgun and Submachine Gun: 

A Special Weapons Analysis ............................. 16.95 
Warsaw Pact Weapons Handbook....... . ....... 15.00 
Assault Pistols, Rifles and Submachine Guns .......... 19.95 
World's Deadliest Rimfire Battleguns .......... . ...... 14.00 
The Shotgun in Combat ....... . .... 10.00 
Shooting to Live ..................... 8.00 
Home Workshop Guns for Defense and Resistance: 

Vol. II, The Handgun... . ............. 12.00 
The Lewis Gun .......................................................... 29.95 
The Complete Book of Combat Handgunning .......... 16.95 
Bull's-Eye: Crossbows by Ragnar Benson ................ 10.00 
Streetsweepers: The Complete Book of 

Combat Shotguns... ...................... . 17.95 
Automatics: Fast Firepower, Tactical Superiority ...... 16.00 
Sturm, Ruger 10/22 Rifle and .44 

Magnum Carbine.... ...................... . .... 10.00 
The Fighting Rifle ..................................................... 16.95 
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ACTION CAREERS 

Keep 'em Alive: The Bodyguard's Trade ....... ........ $10.00 
Action Careers: Employment in the 

High-Risk Job Market .. 19.95 
Bounty Hunter ............. . . . ......................... 12.00 
Roadrunners: Combat Journalists in Cambodia ...... 21 .95 
Manual of the Mercenary Soldier: A Guide to 

Mercenary War, Money and Adventure ............ 19.95 
Dead Clients Don't Pay ..................... 12.00 

MILITARY SCIENCE 

Patrolling and Tracking................. . .................. $ 6.00 
Night Fighter's Handbook. . ..... 10.00 
Long-Range Patrol Operations: Reconnaissance, 

Combat, and Special Operations .......... ........... 14.95 
The Partisan Fighter's Manual ... ............ 8.00 
The German Assault Rifle: 1935-1945 ........ . 39.95 
Physical Training of the Soviet Soldier.. 8.00 
Ranger Handbook ............... ........ 8.00 
African Mere Combat Manual..................... .. 15.00 
How to Kill Tanks ....................................................... 8.00 
The Soviet Airborne Forces .............. ....................... 8.00 
The Scout......................... ... ...... 6.00 
Special Forces Combat Firing Techniques ................ 19.95 
Special Forces Air Operations ............... 15.00 
Special Forces Waterborne Operations ................. ... 15.00 
De Oppresso Uber: The Illustrated History 

of the U.S. Army Special Forces ....... 29.95 

SURVIVAL 

Never Say Die: The Canadian Air Force 
Survival Manual..... . ... $ 10.00 

Survivalist's Medicine Chest ................................ 8.00 
Aircrew Survival ...................... . ........ 14.00 
Ragnar's Ten Best Traps ................. . ..... 10.00 
Beat the Odds: nps for Day-to-Day Survival ..... ...... 10.00 
Survival: A Manual That Could Save Your Life ......... 14.00 
Fallout Survival: A Guide to Radiological Defense .... 12.00 
The Trapper's Bible: Traps, Snares, and Pathguards 8.00 
Live Off the Land in the City and Country .. 19.95 
Combat Survival..... . .. . ....................... 14.95 
The Good Booze Recipe and Cookbook.. .. ....... 7.00 
Life After Doomsday..................... . ................... 21.95 
The Survival Retreat: A Total 

Plan for Retreat Defense .......................... ....... 8.00 

SNIPING 

The German Sniper: 1914-1945 ............................ $ 49.95 
Counter Sniper Guide ..................... ...... 6.00 
The Australian Guerrilla: Sniping .... ..................... . 8.00 
U.S. Army Sniper Training Manual .................. 16.95 
U.S. Marine Corps Sniping ...... 14.95 

KNIVES & KNIFE FIGHTING 

The Complete Bladesmith: Forging Your 
Way to Perfection ..... . .......... $ 25.00 

Slash and Thrust .... ....................... 8.00 
Cold Steel ................................ . ....................... 16.95 
Commando Dagger: The Complete Illustrated History 

of the Fairbairn-Sykes Fighting Knife ... .... 29.95 
Blade Master: Advanced Survival Skills for the 

Knife Fighter..... . ................. 10.00 
Survival/Fighting Knives... . ............. 14.00 

SELF-DEFENSE 

Commando Fighting Techniques ........................... $ 12.00 
The Death Dealer's Manual ...... . ... 12.00 
Principles of Personal Defense ..... 8.00 
Get Tough.. .................................................... . ... 16.95 
No Second Chance! Disarming 

the Armed Assailant .. 
Save Your Hide! Tools for Self-Defense .. 
Fight for Your life I The Secrets of 

. ... 12.00 
········· 10.00 

Street Fighting..... ................................ 8.00 
101 Sucker Punches... ........................ . .. 10.00 

GUERRILLA WARFARE 

150 Questions for a Guerrilla ..... . 
Ambush and Counter Ambush ... . 

......... $ 8.00 
6.00 

Guerrilla Warfare .. . ...................... 6.00 
Total Resistance 
Handbook for Volunteers of the 

Irish Republican Army 

POLICE SCIENCE 

. 17.95 

4.00 

SWAT Training and Employment ......... $14.00 
The Fingerprint Identification System .............. ......... 10.00 
D.E.A. Narcotics Investigator's Manual ........ 50.00 
Crime Scene Search and Physical 

Evidence Handbook.. .. 14.00 
The S.W.A.T. Team Manual. ..................................... 12.00 
S.W.A.T. Tactics ...................... .. 10.00 
Legal Handbook for Special Agents .. . ....... 12.00 
Deep Cover: Police Intelligence Operations .... .. 14.00 
FBI Wound Ballistic Evaluation 8.00 
They Write Their Own Sentences: The FBI 

Handwriting Analysis Manual . 8.00 
Kill or Get Killed .. . ................................ 24.95 
Riot Control: Materiel and Techniques ...................... 19.95 
Hot Cars! An Inside Look at the 

Auto Theft Industry ........................................... 12.00 
Law Enforcement Investigations .............................. 20.00 
Get 'Em Out Alive: Hostage Negotiation Teams . ...... 10.00 
Never Say Lie: How to Beat the Machines, 

the Interviews, the Chemical Tests ................... 19.95 ..-----• ijt PALADIN PRESS 
1 P.O. Box 1307-0LS 
~ Boulder, CO 80306 

-----, CREDIT CARD ORDERS 
- CALL TO LL FREE = loiiiiiol 1-800-392-2400 

Call 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, from 
any state but Alaska. Send $1.00 for SO-page CATALOG I 

of 300 titles (free with order). I PLEASE SEND ME THE FOLLOWING TITL ES: 

-----------------

I - --1 
I 0 CHECK/ MONEY ORDER 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD SUBTOTAL ---1 

CARD# _________________ EXP. --- 20% Holiday Discount 

I NAME ---------------- ------On Orders Over $50.00 ___ 1 
PLEASE I NCLUDE 

ADDRESS--------------------- POSTAGE & HANDLING~ 
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IN REVIEW 

PAYBACK. By J.C. Pollock. Pub
lished by Dell Books, 1990. $4.95. 
Review by James Mcleroy. 
Like many SOF readers, I am unusually 
sensitive to technical authenticity and 
realistic details in novels involving any 
kind of special forces-type operations. I 
am also rather critical of descriptions in 
such novels of the kind of men who do 
this work professionally. 

Novelists, quite understandably, 
have practically no idea of the actual, 
nitty-gritty nature of real special opera
tions, since about the only way to gain 
such knowledge in depth is to have 
actually had both the special military 
training and the special combat experi
ence. J.C. Pollack is just such an author 
- a member of the Special Operations 
Association and a Vietnam SOG vet
eran. His three previous novels (Mis
sion M.l.A., Centrifuge and Crossfire) 
all focus on clandestine, special forces
type operations. His latest, Payback is 
not only his best, but also one of the 
very best in this whole genre. 

The plot revolves around an interna
tional search for revenge by a retired 
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Delta Force officer whose 
wife was savagely raped 
and murdered by a thrill
seeking psychopath, who 
also just happens to be a top 
KGB illegal. Unknown to the 

protagonist (Lt. Col. Jack Gan
non), this same homicidal sa

dist is the key actor in the secret 
plot of a KGB inner circle to 
indirectly bring down Gorbachev 

and/or the U.S. President by deto
nating a stolen U.S. nuclear bomb 

right in the middle of Mexico City. 
The GAU and the CIA both learn of 

the plot and desperately try to track 
down the KGB renegade, as does 
Gannon (for his own reasons) with the 

help of his special network of personal 
friends and professional colleagues. 

This bare-bones plot outline does not 
begin to do justice to the richness of the 
novel's technical details for the hard
core connoisseur of such esoteric fare, 
however. We're talking about HALO 
night jumps, special weapons, special 
communications, intelligence trade
craft, seaborne infiltrations, jungle pa
trols and firefights, ambushes, assassi
nations, field interrogations, prisoner 
snatches, Delta Force operations, NSC 
crisis meetings, DIA and GAU back
channel communications, CIA safe 
houses, Contras, SEALs, terrorists and 
- the technical centerpiece of the 
whole plot - a SADM (Special Atomic 
Demolitions Munitions), a man-porta
ble, 4.5 kiloton nuclear bomb. This kind 
of weapon actually exists, and some 
members of the U.S. Special Forces 
10th Group in Bad Tolz, Germany, 
really are trained to parachute with it 
into "denied areas: 

There is at least one glaring technical 
"no-no,· however, which most SOF 
readers will probably spot. In the real 
world, no one would even consider 
jumping an ultra-sensitive weapon like 
a SADM into an enemy area with the 
two-part numbers of the combination 
lock actually written down and carried 
on the persons of two of the team 
members. Obviously, they would each 
simply memorize their part of the com
binations, so that if either of them died, 
the weapon could never again be used 
by anyone after three unsuccessful 
attempts to open it by guessing the 
combination. There is also the sugges
tion at one point that a recon team 

carrying a 60mm mortar (presumably a 
hand-held tube) might somehow 
"preregister" an ambush target. 

The plot is generally quite plausible, 
and Pollack's writing itself has improved 
considerably with practice. Payback is 
an unusually authentic display both of 
special forces operational techniques 
and of their interface with clandestine or 
covert intelligence-agency operations. 
This is just about as close to "where the 
rubber meets the road" as a novel of 
this type is likely to get. I strongly 
recommend it to those SOF readers for 
whom military professionalism and 
technical authenticity count more than 
the superficial, Aamboesque cliches of 
most "spy-commando" tales written by 
amateurs. 

DEADLY FORCE: Fireanns, Self De
fense and The Law. By Alec Jason. 
Anite Productions, Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 375, Pinole, CA 94564. Phone: 
1~762-7233. 1990. One hour, 40 
minutes video. VHS or BETA. $49.95 
plus $3.50 shipping. Review by Peter 
G. Kokalis. 

It seems that little more than a 
hand-held video camera is required to 
film and market a firearms flick these 
days. "Experts," who have never fired a 
shot in anger and have no other bonafi
des outside of their background as 
advanced hobbyists, feel qualified to 
produce videos on deadly serious sub
jects, such as submachine-gun employ
ment techniques. Unfortunately, there 
are all too many other examples, as 
there is no dearth of shaky, out-of-focus 
frames filled with the flickering images 
of self-proclaimed weapons authorities 
strutting through their ego trips. The 
situation borders on the criminal, as 
some of these videos espouse tech
niques and products that may render 
the viewer stone cold dead or, at the 
very least, behind bars, should he be 
led to try them. 

Alec Jason, in refreshing contrast, 
has all the right credentials to produce a 
legitimate film about when you are 
legally justified in using a firearm in self 
defense and when you are not. Jason 
has law enforcement experience with a 

Continued on page 80 
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SPORT AXE 
LIGH1WEIGHT HANDLE MADE OF DURABLE LEXAN PUTS THE 
WEIGHT "OUT FRONl' WHERE IT SHOULD BE. HUMAN ENGi· 
NEERED FOR EASE OF USE. THE AXE HEAD IS MADE FROM 
TOUGH HIGH CARBON, STAIN RESISTANT STEEL 

Cutting edge: 2 314-
Head length: 43W 
Handle length: 12· 
Length overall: 14" 
Weight, axe: 21 .Joz 
Weight, case'. 3.2 oz 

AL 
MAK 

·BASED ON THE WWII O.S.S. 'ESCAPE' KNIFE/TOOL 
·TOOLS INCLUDE: WIRE CUTIERIPLIERS, PHILLIPS 

SCREWDRIVER, PLAIN EDGE BLADE. SERRATED 
EDGE BLADE, COMBINATION FILEISTANDARD 
SCREWDRIVER & LANYARD 

·AM.£ STAINLESS STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
·RUGGED BLACK NYLON BELT SHEATH INCLUDED 
• THE 4 x 4 IS A SUPERB TOOL & REPRESENTS THE 
QUALITY YOl/VE COME TO EXPECT FROM AL MAR 

Retail $135.00 #AM8001 11 g 
Your DISCOUNT Price $ .95 

MASTER HUNTER 
• RAZOR SHARP CARBON 5 BLADE 
• SUPER-PRACTICAL DROP·POINT STYLE 
• FULL TANG · LANYARD HOLE 
• KRATON HANDLE & INTEGRAL GUARD 
• BLACK CORDURA SHEATH INCLUDED 

PUSH KNIVES 
• COMFORTABLE KRATON HANDLES 
• BLACK LEA THEA SHEATHS WITH 

BOOT/BELT CLIP INCLUDED 
• URBAN SKINNER· SINGLE EDGE 
• TERMINATOR· DOUBLE EDGE 

ICSMHC 
Retail $70.00 
Your DISCOUNT Price 

GET A FISTFUL OF COLD STEEL 

Blade lengths: 
Tool length: 
Tool thickness: 
Weight. tool: 
Weight, sheath: 

3 & 2314" 
5314· 
518' 
7.8oz 
1.701. 

•ASTER HUNTER 
Bladel&nglh: 4112" 
l ength overall: 9 1/4" 
Blade thldmess: 3/16" 
Weighl.knile: 6.Soz 
Weight, sheath: 2.0 oz 

URBAN SKINNER 
ICSUSK 51 
~:,ilo~8tNTPrice $ .95 

URllll SKINNER 
Blade length: 2112" 
Length overall: 
Weight. knife: 
Weight.sheath: 

TERMINATOR 
ICSTRM 67 
~~~1D:Cg?INT Price s .95 

TEl•INATOR 
Blade length: 3314· 
Lenglh overall: 5 314" 
Weight, knile: 3.8 oz 
Weight. sheath: 2.3 oz 

ORDER TODAY! 
1-800-231-1272 

FALL 190 MINI-CATALOG 
DELTA DART 

• TRI-ANGULAR BLADE IS DESIGNED FOR MAXIMUM 
PENETRATION ANO STRENGTH 

• NYLON VERSION OF PAT CRAWFORD'S 'DEVIL'S DARl' 
• HIGH-TECH MATERIAL PROVES TO BE ALMOST UNBREAKABLE 
• EASY CONCEALMENT AT ONLY 112' DIAMETER 
• KNURLED HANDLE FOR A SURE GRIP 
• EASIL YRESHARPENEO WITH A FILE 
• UNLIKE THE FIBERGLASS 'KNIVES' ON THE MARKET THE 

PAST FEW YEARS, THE DELTA DART ACTUALLY PENETRATES 
• AT THESE PRICES, WE RECOMMEND BUYING SEVERAL 

OELTADAIT 
Blade: 3114" 
Overall: a· 
Weigh!: .7oz 

#DART . $ , .. . 95 
Your Pnce If EACH 

QUANTITY PRICE: 
3/$12 

10/S35 

READY EDGE fl~l• !l ~.,rr• 
• AWESOME SPYOER EDGE SERRATED BLADE 
• KRATON HANDLE· LANYARD HOLE 
• ABS PLASTIC SHEA TH WITH KEY RING A TI ACHMENT 
• AT THESE PRICES, WE RECOMMEND BUYING SEVERAL 

NEW FROM 
COLD STEEL 

READY EDGE 
Blade length: Z' 
Length overall: 4 112"' 
Bladelhickness: 3132· 
Weight.knife: 1.1oz 
Weight. sheath: .2oz 

O.S.S. SLEEVE DAGGER 

~~=-=-==- ...= = ==~=-TW 

#CSEOGE $ 1 'j SalePr~e .... 95 

2 - 5, s13,75 ea. 
6 or more, '12.00 ea. 

• CARRIED BY O.S.S. SECRET AGENTS DURING CLANDESTINE MISSIONS OF WWII, 
Blade length: 
length overall; 
Blade diameter; 
Weight. dagger: 

THE SLEEVE DAGGER BECAME A FAVORITE WEAPON OF THE 'SHADOW WARRIORS' 

Weight. sheath: • TRl·ANGULAR BLADE WITH BLOOD GROOVES -CRAFTED FROM A SOLID PIECE OF STEEL 
• BROWN LEATHER SHEATH WITH ADJUSTABLE LEG/ARM STRAP 
• RELIABLE BACK-UP WHEN YOU NEED IT MOST· OWN AN AUTHENTIC PIECE OF HISTORY! 

Retail $99.00 #OSS 74 
Your DISCOUNT Price $ .95 

HANDMADE BY WORLD CLASS CUTLER 
H.G. LONG, SHEFFIELD ENGLAND 

JAGUAR LINER LOCK FOLDER 

Fv'I -
AN AUTHENTIC SF OSS UNIT PATCH 

AS SHOWN BELOW IS INCLUDED FREE 
WITH EACH OSS SLEEVE DAGGER, 
A CUTLERY SHOPPE EXCLUSIVE 

• SUPER FAST ONE·HANO OPENING 
• 440 STAINLESS STEEL BLADES, Re 56 
• THUMB STUD OPENER 
• POSITIVE LINER LOCK DESIGN 
• DON'T LET THE PRICE FOOL YOU, THIS 

IS A TERRIFIC KNIFE FOR THE MONEYI 

JAGUAR sl g.95 #JAGK8S 
Your DISCOUNT Price Blade length: 3" 

Length open: 7112"' 
Length dosed: 4 112" 
Bladethickness: 3132"' 
Weight. knile: 4.5 oz 

GET ACOROORA 
SHEATH TO HT YOUR 

JAGUAR.ONLY$7. 
0RDER IGB8764 



BOWIES·BOWIES·BOWIES·BOWIES 

SOG 
SPECIALTY 
I< NIVES 

SOG 
SPECIALTY 
KN I V ES 

----

ORDER TODAY! 
1-800-231 -1272 

Ek BOWIE 
• RAZOR SHARP BOWIE BLADE 
• FULL TANG · FULL STRENGTH 
• BRASS X·HEAD FASTENERS 
• CONTOURED BLACK MICARTA GRIPS 
• BLACK NYLON WEB SHEATH INCLUDED 

#EKMS 124 
~~~~ 1orJ6~~~r Price S 95 

Ek BOWIE 
Blade length 6718" 
lcngthove1all: 13" 
Bladethickness: 3116" 
Weight, kni!e: 13.4oz 
Weight, sheath: 4.2oz 

COLD STEEL TRAIL MASTER 
• PHENOMINAL CARBON 5 BLADE STEEL 
• TEXTURED NON-SLIP KRATON HANDLE 
• THICK BRASS GUARD 
• RUGGED SHEATH INCLUDED 

#CSBWC 179 
~~~~i1ofl8~ZoNr Price S .95 

TRAIL MASTER 
Blade length: 9112" 
Length overall: 14112" 
Blade thickness· 5116" 
Weight.knife: 16.9oz 
Weigh!. sheath· 6.7 oz 

SOG TIGERSHARM: 
• HIGH CARBON BOWIE BLADE 
• FULL TANG · FULL STRENGTH 
• SHOCK ABSORBING KRATON HANDLE 
• BLACK LEATHER SHEATH INCLUDED 

#SSTGS 1 o" Relail $140.00 $ .95 
Sale Price 

TIGERSHARK 
B!ade length: 9" 
Lengthoveran : 
Blade thickness 114" 
Weight,kni!e : 17.Soz 
Weight, shealh : 7.0oz 

SOG MIDNITE TIGER 
• CUTLERY SHOPPE EXCLUSIVE 
• SUBDUED HIGH CARBON BLADE 
• FULL TANG · FULL STRENGTH 
• SHOCK ABSORBING KRATON HANDLE 
• BLACK CORD URA SHEA TH INCLUDED 

#SSMT 129 ~~)!i~,i;io oo S . 95 
MIDHITE TIGER 

Blade length: 9" 
Length overall: 14" 
Blade1hickness· 1/4" 
Weight.kni fe: 17.Soz 
Weight.sheath : 7.Soz 

AL MAR ALASKAl~ 
• EXQUISITE AL MAR QUALITY 
• A CLASSIC BOWIE WITH A MASSIVE 12" BLADE 
• AM-6 HOLLOW GROUND BLADE 
• FULL TANG · FULL STRENGTH • LANYARD HOLE 
• TITANWOOD HANDLE· STAINLESSCROSSGUARD 
• BEAUTIFUL BROWN LEATHER SHEATH INCLUDED 

#AM4009 225 ~~~i 1of§~~~NT Price $ .00 
ALASKAN 

Blade!ength: 12· 
Length overall: 
Blade thickness: 
We;ght.knife: 23.3oz 
Weight sheath: 9.0 oz 

BOWIES SHOWN IN SHEATHS 



BOWIES·BOWIES·BOWIES·BOWIES 
GERBER AUSTRALIAN 
• MASSIVE 9 112· CUP POINTBOWIE BLADE 
• 425 HIGH CARBON STAINLESS STEEL. Re 53·56 
• TRADITIONAL COFFIN-SHAPED KRATON HANDLE 
• BLACK CORDURA SHEATH INCLUDED 

#GB5978 94 
~:1DfJ~~~Nr Price S 95 

AUSTRALIAN 
Bladereng1h: 9112· 
Length overall: 14 314" 
Bladethickness: 5116" 
Weight, knife: 17.6oz 
Weight.sheath: 6.Soz 

GERBER OUTBACK 
• CUTLERY SHOPPE EXCLUSIVE 
• MASSIVE 9 112" CLIP POINT BOWIE BLADE 
• BLACKENED BLADE, GUARD & LANYARD 
• 4,25 HIGH CARBON STAINLESS STEEL, Re 53-56 
• TRADITIONAL COFFIN-SHAPED KRATON HANDLE 
• BLACK CORDURA SHEATH INCLUDED 

#GB5979 99 
~~~)1oTJ~WNr Price S .95 

OUTBACK 
Blade length: 9112" 
Length overall: 14 314" 
Bladethickness: 51\6" 
Weigh1.kn11e: 17.Soz 
Weight.sheath: 6.Soz 

GERBER PREDA TOR 
• CUTLERY SHOPPE EXCLUSIVE 
• NON-REFLECTIVE BLADE, GUARD & POMMEL 
• 440.A HIGH CARBON STAINLESS BLADE, Re 54·56 
• SHOCK-ABSORBING DUPONT HYPALON HANDLE 
• BLACK CORDURA SHEATH INCLUDED 

#GB5930 159 ~:10JJg~NTPrice $ .95 
PREDATOR 

Blade length: 9· 
Length overall: 14 112" 
Blade thickness: 114" 
Weight. knife: 16.3.oz 
We19ht. shea1h: 10.9oz 

GERBER BMF 
• CUTLERY SHOPPE EXCLUSIVE 
• NON-REFLECTIVE BLADE. GUARD & POMMEL 
• 440·A HIGH CARBON STAINLESS BLADE. Re 54·56 
• SHOCK-ABSORBING DUPONT HYPALON HANDLE 
• BLACK CORDURA SHEATH INCLUDED 

#GB5928 159 
~~~i~j~~WNr Price S .95 

BMF 
Blade length: 9" 
LenglhoveraR: 1<1 112" 
Blade thiduless: 1/<I" 
Weighl,krnle: 16.Soz 
Weigh!, sheath; 12.Boz 

AL MAR PATHFINDER 

PAJHANDER 
Blade length: 14" 
Length. overall: 19 112" 
Bladethickness:• 5132" 
Weighl, knile: 2J.7oz 
Weight, sheath: 8.0oz 

• FUNCTIONAL MACHETE BLADE DESIGN 
• AM-6 BLADE STEEL. Re 57.59 
• FULLY SHARPENED FALSE EDGE 
• DURABLE lYTEL HANDLE WITH BRASS GUARD 
• HEAVY DUTY BLACK NYLON SHEATH 

#AM4-011 
Aelail $250.00 
Your DISCOUNT Price s225.oo 

PAJHANOER SHOWN IN SHEAJH 

COLD STEEL A.T.C. 
• THREE YEARS IN THE MAKING ·· IN STOCK AT LAST! 
• INCREDIBLE CARBON 5 STEEL BLADE • FULL TANG 
• MASSIVE GURKHA KUKRl·STYLE BLADE. HONED RAZOR SHARP 
• COMFORTABLE SHOCK-ABSORBING KRATON HANDLE 
• INCLUDES REINFORCED 'BREAKFRONT' BLACK CORDURA SHEATH 

A.T.C. CARBON 5 A.T.C. 
Blade length: i2· 
Lengthovera!I: 1T 
Bladethicl<.ness: 
Weight. knife: 230oz 

#CSATCC 219 Retail S275.00 $ 95 
Your DISCOUNT Price • 

Weight, shea1h: 4.Soz 

! 
&!! 
'Ji 
' 
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KUKRI KNIVES 



SOG 
SPECIALTY 
l( NIVES 

KERSHAW 
MILITllRY BOOT 
• HAND FORGED FROM A 

SOLID PIECE OF STEEL 
• NON-REFLECTIVE FINISH 
• BLACK MICARTA HANDLE 
• BLACK LEATHER SHEATH 

WITH BOOT/BELT CLIP 
#KR4351 
Relail $105.00 s7 fJ 
Your DISCOUNT Pr~e 'f.95 

MILITARY BOOT 
Blade tength: 4 314· 
Length. overall: 9118" 
Blade 1hickness: 3/16" 
Weigh1.knife: 5.0oz 
Weigh!, sheath: 2.0oz 

COMBAT KNIVES 

MAI0:.11'" 

BOOT KNIVES 
GERBER MARK I 
• A CLASSIC BOOT KNIFE! 
• FULLY DOUBLE EDGED BLADE 

#GB5600 
RelaH $75.00 s52 95 
Your DISCOUNT Price • 

MARKI 
Blade leng1h: 5· 
Length, overall: g· 
B!ade thlckness 114" 
Woigtu,knlte· 5.302 
Woight, shealh: 2.002 

BOOT KNIVES 
IN SHEATHS 

GERBER GUARDIAN I 
• CUTLERY SHOPPE EXCLUSIVE 
• SERIAL NUMBERED FOR COLLECTORS 
• FULLY DOUBLE EDGED BLADE 
• PERFECTLY SIZED BOOT/CONCEALMENT KNIFE 

#GB5850 $ fJg g 
Your DISCOUNT Pn'ce If • 5 

GUARDIAN 1 
5" ,. 
31!6" 
4.2oz 
2.0oz 

GERBER MARK II WASP 
• CUTLERY SHOPPE EXCLUSIVE 
• WASP-WAISTED, DOUBLE-EDGE BLADE 
• CATS TONGUENON-SLIP HANDLE 
• SERIAL NUMBERED FOR COLLECTORS 
• BLACK CORDURA SHEATH INCLUDED 

#GB5705 $ 8 g 95 Your DISCOUNT Price • 

MARK 11 WASP 

Blade length: 6112"' 
Length.overall: 11 112" 
Blade th ickness: 1/4" 
Weight. knife: 7.2oz 
Weight.sheath: 6.4oz 

GERBER MARK II 
• CLASSIC COMBAT BLADE STYLE 
• DOUBLE EDGED BLADE WITH SERRATIONS 
• BLACK CORDURA SHEATH INCLUDED 

#GB5700 62 
~~~~"or~~Nr Price S .95 

MARKI! 
B!adeten91h: 6112" 
Length.overall: 11 112· 
Btadethickness: 114" 
Weigh1.kni1e: 7.loz 
Weight, sheath : 6..toz 

GERBER LMF rncnCAL 
• SLEEK MID-SIZE BOWIE 
• DUPONTHYPALON HANDLE 
• BLACK CORDURA SHEA TH INCLUDED 

#GB5957 107 
~~~)~JJ~bZoNr Price S ·95 

LM F 
Blade length: s· 
Length , overall · 10314" 
Blado!hickness: 1/4" 
Weight.kni!o: 108oz 
Weighl.sheath; 7.6oz 

SOG-TECH II 
• SINGLE BRASS GUARD FOR A STRAIGHT THUMB HOLD 
• DOUBLE-STITCHED BLACK LEATHER SHEATH 

#SSTEC2 
Aelail $120.00 89 
Sale Price $ .95 

SOB-TECH 11 

Bladeleng1h· T 
length overall: 121 /4" 
Btadethickness: 114" 
Weigh1, km1e: 13.1 oz 
Weight, sheath: 4.7oz 

AL MAR SERE 7-A 
• CLASSIC AL MAR COM BA TBLADE STYLE 
• STAIN RESISTANT AM-6 BLADE STEEL, Re 57-59 
• CAMO MICARTA HANDLE SLABS · FULL TANG BLADE 
• REINFORCED BLACK NYLON SHEATH INCLUDED 

#AM3007A 
Retail $215.00 1 93 
Your DISCOUNT Price $ .50 

SERE 7·A 
Blade length· r 
length overall : 12518" 
Blade!hickncss: 3/16" 
Weightknite: 15.0 02 
Weight.sheath: 7.5oz 

SHOULDER Hl~RNESS 
• CARRY YOUR GERBER BOOT KNIFE IN A 
COMBAT-READY, LOW-PROFILE POSITION 
• COMFORTABLETOWEAR • DESIGNED& 
MADE BY BLACKIE COLLINS • CUTLERY 
SHOPPE EXCLUSIVE 

#GB8722 sg 
Your DISCOUNT Price .95 



COMBAT KNIVES 
COLD STEEL S.R.K. 
Survival • Rescue • Knife 
• PROUDLY MADE IN THE USA 
• PARKERIZED CARBON 5 STEEL 
• REINFORCED CLIP POINT BLADE, HONED RAZOR SHARP 
• SURE GRIP KRATON HANDLE WITH INTEGRAL GUARD 
• BLACK CORDURA SHEATH INCLUDED 
• THIS IS A FANTASTIC KNIFE, AT AN INCREDIBLE PRICE! 

#CSSRK 
Retail SS0.00 
Your DISCOUNT Price s39.95 

COLD STEEL SPECIAL OPS TANTO 
• CUTLERY SHOPPE EXCLUSIVE 
• 400 SERIES STAINLESS STEEL BLADE· FULL TANG 
• LOW MAINTENANCE STAINLESS GUARD & POMMEL 
• SERIAL NUMBERED FOR COLLECTORS 
• Kl QUICK DRAW SHEATH INCLUDED 

Re!ail S1BO.OO #CSOPS 129 
Your DISCOUNT Price $ .95 

COLD STEEL MAGNUM II TANTO 
• COLD STEEL'S LATEST'BIG BLADE' 
• 400 SERIES STAINLESS STEEL BLADE - FULL TANG 
• LOW MAINTENANCE STAINLESS GUARD & POMMEL 
• BLACK CORDURA SHEATH INCLUDED 

Retail $190.00 #CSMGS l 1'9 
Your DISCOUNT Price $ .95 

U.S.M.C. KA·BAR 
• AUTHENTIC REPLICA OF THE FAMOUS 

WWII MARINE CORPS KNIFE 
• BLACK PARKERIZED HIGH CARBON STEEL 

BLADE, HONED RAZOR SHARP 
• COMPACTED LEATHER DISC HANDLE, 

TREATED TO RESIST THE ELEMENTS 
• BROWN LEATHER SHEATH INCLUDED 

Retail $40.00 #KBUSMC 29 
YourDISCOUNTPrice $ .95 

Ek M•4 
• CONTOURED BLACK MICART A GRIPS 
• FULL DOUBLE EDGE BLADE 
• BRASS X-HEAD FASTENERS 
• BLACK WEB SHEATH 

#EKM4 119 Re1a;1 5159.00 $ 95 
Your DISCOUNT Price " 

Ek SF•3 
• FULL TANG - FULL STRENGTH 
• PARACORD WRAPPED HANDLE 
• SHARPENED FALSE EDGE 
• OLIVE DRAB WEB SHEATH 

1EKSF3 79 
~:1ofJg9~NT Price s .95 

Ek WARRIOR 
• FULL-THICKNESS- FULL TANG - FULL STRENGTH 
• TRIPLE RIVETED AMERICAN WAUNUT GRIPS 
• NON-REFLECTIVE BLADE, CROSSGUARD & RIVETS 
• O.D. GREEN NYLON WEB SHEATH INCLUDED 
• POUND FOR POUND, DOLLAR FOR DOLLAR, THE 

Ek WARRIOR OFFERS MORE VALUE THAN ANY 
OTHER KNIFE IN lfS CLASS• 

#EKWR 
Relffil $69.00 $ ''9 95 Your DISCOUNT Price .. • 

COMBAT KNIVES SHOWN IN SHEATHS 

Blad& tength: 
LengthoveraD· 
Blade thk:Mess: 
Weight, kni!e: 
Weight, sheath: 

6518" 
12 112'" 
.150" 
8.6oz 
5.0 oz 

CUSTOMER COMMENT 

"You really have excellent products and 
service that keeps me coming back 
again and again! Thanks " 

Willie Snyder 
St. Paul , Minnesota 

Ka-bar® 

We 're Open For Your Convenience 
Mon-Fri Bam-6pm Sat 9am-5pm Mountain Time 

Toll Free Order Line: 

1-800-231-1272 
Customer Servic e & Information: 

1-208-376-0430 



SHARPENERS 
STANDARD 
SHARPMAKER 
• FOUR STONES, 2 FINE & 2 MEDIUM GRIT 
• PLASTIC STORAGE CASE & 

INSTRUCTION BOOKLET 

#SP203MF 
Retail $40.00 29 
Your DISCOUNT Price $ .95 

• THE LANSKY SYSTEM GIVES YOU OPTIMUM CONTROL OF YOUR SHARPENING ANGLE 
• AN INNOVATIVE CLAMP & HONING STONE GUIDE CREATE A PRECISE STONE-TO-KNIFE ANGLE 
• CHOOSE STONE· TO-KNIFE ANGLE OF 17. 20, 25 OR 30 DEGREES 
• EACH KIT INCLUDES CARRYING CASE. KNIFE CLAMP, STONE GUIDES. HONING OIL & APPROPRIATE STONES 

LANSmr STANDARD LANSKY DELUXE 
• THREE STONE KIT· 120, 200 & 600 GRIT 

#LSSTD 
Retail $33.00 s2 IJ 95 

• FIVE STONE KIT · 70, 120, 280, 600 & 1000 GRIT 

#LSDLX 
Re1.,1 $48.00 $ 3 6 95 Your DISCOUNT Price 'fi· Your DISCOUNT Price • 

LEATtiERMAN TOOL D.M.T. 
• MADE IN USA 
• 100% STAINLESS STEEL 
• MADE TO MILITARY SPECIFICATONS 
• POSl·STOP PREVENTS ACCIDENTAL BLADE CLOSURE 

LEATHERMAN TOOL 
B!adelength: 2314" 
Lcngthclosod: 4" 
Weight, tool· 5.4oz 

• ALL PARTS INTERCONNECTED. NOTHING TO LOSE Weight, sheath: .7oz 
• 25 YEAR MANUFACTURER'S WARRANTY 
• BLACK CORDURA BELT SHEATH INCLUDED 

#LT103 
RETAIL $74.00 ''9 
Your DISCOUNT Pnce $'1 .95 

#LT101 
RETAIL $58.00 36 
Your DISCOUNT Price S .SS 

#LT104 
RETAIL $80.00 5'' 
Your DISCOUNT Price S lf.95 

#LT102 
RETAIL $64.00 ''2 
Your DISCOUNT Price S't ·95 

SPYDERCO SHARPMAKERS 
OUR FAVORITE SHARPENERS! PRE-SET ANGLES MAKE 
THIS THE EASIEST SHARPENER YOU'LL EVER USE. 
INCLUDES TWO FINE & TWO MEDIUM GRIT TRI-ANGU
LAR 7" x 1/2" STONES. THESE CERAMIC TRIANGLE 
STONES ARE AN INCREDIBLE 9.22 ON THE HARDNESS 
SCALE (DIAMONDS BEING 10) WHICH MEANS THEY'LL 
SHARPEN ANY KNIFE YOU OWN. REQUIRES NO WATER 
OR OIL, MEANING NO MORE MESS. ABS PLASTIC BASE, 
TWO BRASS SAFETY RODS, EXCELLENT INSTRUCTION 
BOOKLET, AND STORAGE CASE. 

DELUXE SHARPMAKER 
SPYDERCO'S TOP OF THE LINE SHARPENING KIT 
INCLUDES THE STANDARD KIT, A PAIR OF DIAMOND 
SPEED SLEEVES (FOR FASTER STEEL REMOVAL), 
INSTRUCTION BOOKLET, AND PROTECTIVE COR· 
OURA STORAGE CASE. 

#SP203DX 
Aelai! $72.00 
Sale Price fJg 

s't .95 

LANSKY DIAMOND 
• FOUR DIAMOND STONE KIT · FINE, 
MEDIUM, COARSE & EX. COARSE GRIT 

#LSDMD fJg 
~~~~110T§g~JNT Price s'I .95 

DIAMOND SHARPENING STONES 

SIX 
6" x 2" STONE 

TWELVE 
12" x 2 5/B" STONE 
INCLUDES BASE & COVER 

#DMTW12F FINE 
#DMTW12C COARSE 
#DMTW12X EX. COARSE 
Retail S99.00 

~~~~DUNT Pr;ce $ 7 4.95 

INCLUDES BASE & COVER 

#DMTW6F FINE 
#DMTW6C COARSE 
#DMTW6X EX. COARSE 
Retail $43.50 

b~~~OUNT Poce $ 3 2 .95 

'"f] - T'" .. " -
- ,--- - r-..::--=:;;..---·-- -----~ 

' I I 

ORDER TODAY! 
1-800-231 -1272 



WHITE HUNTER 
• HOT DROP FORGED FROM A SOLID PIECE OF STEEL 
• PUMA SUPER KEEN STAINLESS STEEL BLADE 
• UNIQUELY SHARPENED BACK EDGE FOR CHOPPING 
• SELECT STAG HORN HANDLES TRIPLE PINNED TO THE FULL TANG BLADE 
• LARGE BRASS THONG HOLE. COMPLITT WITH LEATHER THONG 
• DOUBLE STITCHED TOP GRAIN LEATHER SHEATH INCLUDED 
• CHOICE OF BIG GAME HUNTERS WORLDWIDE 

OPM375 141 Retail 5235.00 $ 00 
Your DISCOUNT Poce 

0 

PUMA BOWIE 
• HOT DROP FORGED FROM A SOLID PIECE OF STEEL 
• PUMASTER HIGH CARBON STEEL BLADE 
• SELECT STAG HORN HANDLES TRIPLE PINNED TO THE FULL TANG BLADE 
• LARGE BRASS THONG HOLE, COMPLITT WITH LEATHER THONG 
• DOUBLE STITCHED TOF GRAIN LEATHER SHEATH INCLUDED 

Retarl $192.00 •PM396 115 
Your DISCOUNT Pnce $ ·20 

WHITE HUNlER PUMA BOWIE 
Blade length: .. Blade length: 6112" 
Length, overall: ,,. Length, overall: ,,. 
Bladettuckness. 3116" Bladethidtness: 118" 
Weightknite: 9.0oz Weight, knife: 7.3oz 
Weigh1.sheath: 3.5oz Weight sheath; 3.Soz 

COMBAT 
FOLDERS 

GERBER PARABELLUM 
• RUGGED FULL-SIZED LOCK BACK FOLDER 
• POSITIVE BOLT ACTION LOCKING SYSTEM 
• LIGHTWEIGHT DUPONT ZYTEL HANDLE 
• HIGH CARBON STAINLESS BLADE. Ac 57·59 
• PLAIN BLACK NYLON SHEATH INCLUDED 
• AN EXCELLENT FOLDER FOR THE MONEY 

IGB7049 IJ IJ 
~:,'~Tl68'/iNr Pnce s't't·95 

PARABEUUM 
Blade length: 4 114" HARPY 
Length. open: 9 112· Blade length: 
Length, closed 5114" Lengm.open· 
Blacleth!Ckness: 175" Leng1h. closed: 
Weigh1.kn1le 6.3oz Blade thickness 
Weight, sheath 1 6 oz Weight, kni!e; 

,. 
6112" 

110" 
37oz. 

SOGWINOER II 
END URA POLICE Bladeleng1h. J\f2" 

Bladelcnglh ' 3 710" Bladeleng1h 4114- Length, open 0 114· 
Length.OP<Jn 6 ,,,.. Length. open 9\f2" Length. closed· 4314" 
Length. closed. 43/4" Longth, closc<I 5 114" Blade!hickness: 3/16" 
B!ade!hickness ,,.. Blade thd<ness 110· Wnigh1.kmte: 76oz 
Wmgh1.kn1fe 2.7oz We19nt. kn1le; 57oz. Weigh1.stieath: '"' 

PUMA ~ 
Sofingen 

MEDICI 
• RARESTOF ALL PUMA KNIVES 
• PUMA SUPER KEEN STAINLESS BLADE 
• UNIQUE FLOATING GUARD 
• SELECT ST AG HORN HANDLES 
• GERMAN NICKEL SILVER BOLSTERS 
• HANDMADE BY SOLINGEN CRAFTSMEN 

MEDICI 

#PM563 126 Retail $210.00 $ 00 
Your DISCOUNT Pnce ' 

Blade teng\h. 3· 
Length, open 7 1/4" 
Length. closed. 4· 

TOMCAT 
01aoe1eng1h . 3112-
Length, open 0 114" 
Lcngth. closc<I 4314" 
Blade1hickness 3116" 
We19h1.kn1te. 76oz. 
We19nt. sheath: '"' 

Blade thickness 118" 
Welght. knHe: Jloz 

SPYDERCO HARPY 
• RAZOR SHARP SPYDER EDGE SERRATED BLADE 
• WICKED 'TALON' STYLE BLADE 
• UNIOUE POCKET CLIP FOR EASE OF CARRY 

!SPt008AS 
Retail S64.00 
Your DISCOUNT Prrce s49.e5 

SPYDERCO ENDURA 
• RAZOR SHARP SPYDER EDGE SERRATED BLADE 
• UNIQUE POCKET CLIP FOR EASE OF CARRY 
• DUPONT ZYTEL HANDLE -TEXTURED GRIP 

ISP1010RS 
Retail $40.00 
Your DISCOUNT Pnce 

SPYDERCO POLICE 

s31 .e5 

• RAZOR SHARP SPYDEA EDGE SERRATED BLADE 
• UNIQUE POCKET CLIP FOR EASE OF CARRY 
· '1 CHOICE OF LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS 

#SP1007RS 
Retail S87 .00 
Your DISCOUNT Pnce s59.e5 

SOG SOGWINDER II 
• QUICK OPENING THUMB STUD 
• AUS·BA BLADE STEEL. Ac 57·5B 
• KAA TON 'POINT POSITIVE" GRIPS 
• INDUCTION WELDED BOLSTERS & LINERS 
• DUAL MOUNTING BLACK NYLON SHEATH 

#SSWDR2 
Retail $90.00 
Your DISCOUNT Pace 

SOGTOMCAT 
• AWARD WINNING DESIGN 
• AUS·BA BLADE STEEL. Ac ;1.5a 
• KRA TON 'POiNT POSITIVE' GRIPS 

s69.e5 

• INDUCTION WELDED BOLSTERS & LINERS 
• DUAL MOUNTING BLACK NYLON SHEA TH 

#SSTC 
Retail S90.00 
Your DISCOUNT Pnce seg.95 

COLD STEEL LARGE SHINOBU 
• TRIPLE LAMINATED SAN MAI Ill BLADE 
• KRATON HANDLES FOR A SURE GRIP 
• BLACK NYLON SHEA TH INCLUDED 

#CSL GS 
Re1a11 SSS.CO 
Your DISCOUNT Pnce s6le5 

AL MAR SERE/ATTACK 
• TOP QUALITY. IN A BIG FOLDER 
• DESIGNED FOR 90% SURVIVAL 10% COMBAT 
• A~H BLADE STEEL. Ac 57-59 
• CAMQGREENMICARTASCALES 
• RUGGED SHEA TH INCLUDED 

Retail $19500 •AM3003-A 175 
You• DISCOUNT Pnce $ .95 

LARGE SHINOBU SERE/ATIACK 
01aoe1eng1h 3112- B!adolong1h ,. 
Length , open: 0 1/4" length, open 10· 
Length. closed: 4 3/4" Length, crosco ,. 
Bladethiekness: St32" Bladolhickness Sf32' 
Weighl kn11e: ""' Weight. kmte· 1\Soz, 
Weight. sheath 12oz Weigh1. sheath: 4 3oz 



MAIL ORDERS TO: 

Dept SF 
5461 Kendall Street 
Boise , ID 83706-1248 

MODEL# DESCRIPTION QTY. UNIT PRICE AMOUNT 

please print clearly 
If you need more space. please attach a separate sheet of paper 

Sub-Total 

Address _ _ _______ _ Apt. # (if any) 

City------------ State Zip 

Country _ ______ _ Dayt 
(very im 

ime Phone# ( ) 
porlant) 

We're Open For Your Convenience 
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm Sat 9am-5pm Mountain nme 

Toll Free Order Line: 

1 ·800-231-1272 
Customer Service & Information: 

l ·208·376·0430 
FAX Machine: l ·208·376-7608 

i~T-Li2 

s: 'l1llt .. lrl,,l1f) 

"Do not draw me without justice ... 
Do not sheath me without honour." 

V HANDMADE BY H.G. LONG & CO IN SHEFFIELD, ENGLAND 
V ORIGINALLY MADE FOR THE FIRST SPECIAL SERVICE FORCE. 

AN ELITE AMERICAN/CANADIAN COMMANDO UNIT OF WWII 
ol CLOSE QUARTER, COMBAT·INSPIRED "SKULL CRUSHER' POMMEL 
V LEATHER & BRASS WASHER HANDLE 
V CLASSIC "THUMBPRINT" STAMPED INTO THE RICASSO 
V DARK. GUN·BLUED BLADE, TAPERED TO A STILETIQ.SHARP POINT 
V BROWN LEATHER SHEATH WITH REINFORCED TIP INCLUDED 

Retail S189.00 129 
~~~;DISCOUNT Price $ ·95 

H Z STILETTO 
Blade length: 7 1/4" 
LcngthoveraU. 12114" 
Blade thictmess: Sf.32'" 
Wolghtknlle 7.1 oz 
Woight.shoath: 2.Boz 

Idaho Residents add 5% Sales Tax 

Shipping & Handling $5.00 
PO Box, APO, FPO add $2.00 

COD (48 states only) add $5.00 

AK, HI , USVI , PR & Canada add $5.00 

Two Day Air (48 states) add $4.95 

Overnight Ai r (48 states) add $9.95 

I Please Nole I TOTAL JI you have any questions as to the 
correct shipping charges, please call. 

Payment (checkoneJ 

D MONEY ORDER D CHECK (allow21ex1radays 1o clear) 

~ lllSA J D VISA ,, II·•] D MASTERCARD 

Customer Note: For your protection, we thoroughly investigate the validity of all month year 
credit card charges. To avoid verification delays, we prefer to send orders to your DJ OJ 
billing address whenever possible. 

Card Number Exp. Date 

I I I I 11 I I I 11 I I I 11 I I I I 

Cardholder's Signature ------------------

c 
(n 
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3 
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~ Q_(Q s: 0-
-0 0 CD > "'..J :y 

\J 0 2::: r-

0 



IRT 
OPERATION 

U.S.ARMV 

COLORS 
White or Desert Tan 

T-SHIRT SIZES 
S,M,L,XL 

$2.00 extra for XXL 

Have a relative or 
friend participating 

in Operation Desert 
Shield? Send them 

the official SOF 
Desert Tan T-Shirt. 

(Copyright Om•t1• Group, Ltd. 1fl90} 

Help support our men & women serving In Saudi Arabia. 
SOF Exchange will donate $1.00 to the USO 

for each of these T-Shlrts sold. 

#1037: White 
#1038: Desert Tan 
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Call TOLL-FREE for 
Mastercard or VISA 
orders: 1-800-323-
1776, Operator 131. 
For FAX orders: 
(303) 444-5617. 
Customer Service: 
(303) 449-3750. 

r - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
SOF EXCHANGE 1 

1 P.O. BOX 693, Dept. 12/90, Boulder, CO 80306 1 

I I 

1 PAYMENT: VISA MIC CHECK 

1 CARD # EXP. ----
1 SIGNATURE ____________ _ 

1 Please send me_ white T-shirts at $9.95 __ _ 
1 Please send me_ desert tan T-shirts at $9.95 _ 

TOTAL 
PH 
TOTAL 

1 CITY __________ STATE ___ ZIP ___ _ 
I I 

Add $3.00 for first Item ordered, plus $1.00 per each addltlonal hem for 
I postage and handllng, overseas ordert add 40%. AlloW 4-6 wHkl for dellvery. I 

1 ~lo~d~ r"!,'de!'ts _ad~ 3:,?% _aa!!' ~·- _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
1 
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I WAS THERE 
by Richard E. Melton 

AS we waited for the helicopters, the 
glowing embers of an orange morning 
filtered through the tall rubber trees 
surrounding our base camp. 

The rains had slowed somewhat and 
it was time for us to get back to the 
boonies. One company was going back 
to the now-deserted battalion perimeter 
(Soui Tri) we had left prior to the 
monsoons. The company had the mis
sion of clearing the area of VC for the 
rest of the troops and, as usual, Sarge 
and I were going in as point. 

Sarge was my dog; a German shep
herd trained to alert on air scents for 
enemy ambushes. We had been walk
ing point for nine months now and 
Sarge already had a reputation as 
being a most incredible animal. His 
eagerness for the hunt had saved 
countless American lives. In fact, Sarge 
was in so much demand that we rarely 
saw base camp. 

Everybody had formed groups of five 
or six men and spread out along the oil 
and dirt airstrip to await the helicopters 
that would take us to the L2. We were 
all nervous. The L2 had not been 
peppered last night. Peppering an L2 
meant that the artillery would drop 
shells around all night prior to the 
assault. The procedure would drive 
Charlie back and give the grunts a 
chance to get to the tree line safely. 

I asked a lieutenant why the L2 had 
not been peppered and he said, "This is 
supposed to be a surprise assault. " The 
look on his young, hollow face con
firmed what I and the rest of the troops 
were thinking ; surprises work both 
ways. That's why we were all nervous. 

"Get the Dog Man on the first heli
copter," yelled a captain. There were 
too many in the first two groups so I 
joined the third, which meant I'd have to 
hurry after landing to get to point. 

About 20 minutes later we were 
picked up and the assault began. We 
had at least 12 helicopters flying in 
formation. The trip toward Cambodia 
was just a blur; I was too apprehensive 
to relax. I should have been used to this 
by now - I'd been through it so many 
times before. 

Sarge was lying there staring at me 
with those large beautiful eyes of his. I 
stared back trying to communicate with 
eye to eye contact. You know Sarge, I 
never really wanted to like you, I 
thought. But it didnl quite work that 
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Author Richard E. Melton and Sarge. 

way, did it? 
I knew you were the one I wanted the 

first time I saw you at Fort Benning, but, 
at the time, I didnl quite understand 
how important you would be to my life 
and the lives of others, I thought. 

Breaking eye contact I focused on 
the jung le canopy below, lost in 
thought. What was this domesticated 
cousin of the wolf thinking? Had we 
aroused some primitive instinct? After 
all, Sarge was now a man-hunter, the 
leader of the man pack. He quietly 
warned the rest of the pack of danger. 
In another era would his warning signal 
a meal for the pack? Would his signal 
tell the other pack members to be quiet 
as now was the time to quietly stalk the 
source of the scent? 

I looked back into Sarge's eyes but 
couldnl find answers to my questions. 
Until recently Sarge wasnl one to 
reveal his feelings through his eyes or 
body language. From time to time 
during the last several months Sarge 
had let me enter his inner world, but 
only when he was relaxed in base 
camp. At first he did not communicate 
whether he was happy, sad , de-

Sarge 

pressed, or sick like the other dogs. 
Sarge started out more aloof than the 
rest. In some ways he was stoic and 
often, I think, fatalistic. He seldom 
signaled that he was thirsty or hungry, 
but now he was starting to show true 
affection for me and I returned his 
affection triple. 

Much too soon the L2 appeared 
under us. We were at tree-top level and 
headed toward the center of the L2. 
The first and second helicopters moved 
to a position about 1 0 feet off the 
ground when an explosion disinte
grated both helicopters right before my 
eyes. There was a big red fireball , then 
almost nothing, as if the two helicopters 
had never existed. God, I did not want 
to touch down. The doorgunners were 
firing madly at the tree line. We were in 
position to land, but the remaining 
helicopters assaulted the tree line to 
give us cover. 

Sarge and I jumped at the same 
time. Sarge was dead before he even 
hit the ground. His body landed as dead 
weight. He had caught a machine gun 
burst right across his chest. I tugged at 
the leash to get us away from the 
helicopter, but his weight stopped me. 

Then the realization of what just 
happened hit me. I stared at Sarge 
stupidly at first, numb with disbelief. 
Then in intermingling waves, shock 
rushed through me, and horror, and 
pain, and grief, and rage. Falling to my 
knees I cursed aloud, and even while 
cursing tears somehow found their way 
down my sweat soaked cheeks. 

My best friend was dead. Sarge had 
become almost human to me. In fact, I 
though of him as human. I grabbed a 
body bag from a medic and put Sarge in 
it. After all, he was a soldier and 
deserved to be treated like one. 

Well .. . one canl mourn forever. The 
dead must be buried. Back in base 
camp, Roger, another dog handler, 
volunteered to help me dig a grave, 
although I didnl ask for any help. We 
picked a shady spot under the rubber 
trees and unceremoniously started to 
dig. Roger was obviously trying to lift my 
spirits. 

"Short," yelled Roger. 
Short means you donl have too 

much time remaining in Vietnam. 
"I'm so short I need a step ladder to 

Continued on page 76 
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Buy Direct & Save' Visa, Masterc_ard and Ameri~an Express ?ccepted! 
• Low Prices! Top Quality Merchandise! 

Call 1-708-640-7774 for Fast Delivery! 
0
Mail Orders Accepted- Check or Money Order! 

New hand-held crossbow is com
pact, silent and deadly. Powe rful 
40 lb. draw. Mic ro-adjustab le 
s ig ht s . A luminu m bod y, con
toured pistol gri ps. l 1-1 /4" over
all. Comes with 3 - 6" bolts. 
#2 14005 $49.95 

Protection for 
your phone, 
computer 
modem, 
FAX or 
telex. 

Tap Detector -
an indispensable 

tool which le ts you 
know when anyone 

is tapping either your 
home or office phone. 

If the green light goes o ut you 
know someone is listening in! You 
can then continue your conversa
tion , alter its course o r simply end 
it. Use "Tap Detector" and have 
peace of mind. Easy instructions. 
#3 11400 (Retail &50.) $29.95 

Black Book of Dirty T ricks 
" Improvised Munitions Hand
book" is the most sought a fter 
here- to-fore impossible to ob
ta in Army Manual. Includes 
revealing chapters on: Mines & 
Grenades, Small Arms Weap
o ns & Ammo , M o rtars & 
Rockets, lncendiary Dev ices, 
Fu ses, Ig niti on & De lay 
Mec hani s ms . T e ll s how to 
make Rocket Launchers, Pis
tols, Shotguns and Reco illess 
Rifles from easy to obtain ma
teri als and more! 
#BB $10.00 

Grenades 
Look and fee l like 
the real thing but 
a re co mpl e te ly 
harm less . Full 
weight with de
tachable lev e r 
and pin. WW II 
Pineapple 
# l 72 IGO $9.95 

New 65,000 Volt 
Mini-Zapper 
Smallest, lightest stun gun avail
able. Weighs only a few ounces 
but packs a 65 ,000 volt bite that 
will stop any attacker. A one sec
ond jolt wi ll cause muscle spasms 
and a dazed conditio n but w ill not 
cause permanent damage. Under 
no condition can you suffe r a 
charge-back to your body. I year 
warranty. Uses 9 volt battery. 
#310802 $49.95 
Ni-Cad Battery & Charger 
#3 10801 $19.95 
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Phaser Super Tear Gas 
The safest personal defense prod
uct available . Ul tra-hig h emiss ion 
fire extinguisher valve shoots tear 
gas at di stances up to 20 fee t. 
Renders assai lant instantly help
less, causing extreme burning LO 

eyes, nose and throat. Will not 
cause pem1anenl injury. 
#26 1201 $ 14.95 

Badges & ID Case 
Flaunt your a uthorit y ! Profes
s ional badges in s ix sty les - Spe
c ial In vest igator, Security Guard , 
Special Office r, Deputy Sheri ff, 
Special Police, Private Detective. 
1-J/2" w ide, 2-1 /4" high. Nickel 
plated brass. Spec ify model when 
ordering. Comes complete w ith 
badge ho lder and ID Card. 
#BS $8 .95 

Double-Lock Handcuffs 
Official Detective type carried by 
police officers. Nickel plated. 
#270200 $ 14.95 

Seven sho t .22 caliber revolver o r 
6-shot automatic fires tear gas car
tridges or blanks as fast: as you can 
pull the trigger. Heavy-dut y metal 
con s truction with qui c k, easy 
ejec tion. Checkered grips. Comes 
wi th holster, tear gas and b lanks . 
7 -Shot Revolver 
#260110 Blue 
#260120 Chrome 
6-S hot Automatic 
#260510 Blue 
#260520 Chrome 
Extra Tear Gas ( 10) 
Blanks (50) 

New! 
Crosman 
CO, Pellet 
Rev-olver 

$24.95 
$29.95 

$24.95 
$29.95 

$4.00 
$4.00 

Brand new look-a- li ke, 
fee l-a-like and shoot-a- li ke .., 
model of the famou s .357 Python. 
Hand les and shoots like the rea l 
thing. Fires .1 77 caliber pelle ts a t 
velociti es up to 390 fps. 6" rifled
stce l barre l for incredible ~i ccu 
racy . Comes with 6 and JO-shot 
cylinders . 

#464403 (Rehril--${l5) $69.95 
. 177 Cal Pellets, 250/pkg. $3.95 
C0

2 
Cartridges, 5 to pack $4.95 

Brand New Clips & Magazines! 
G.l. Pouch and 2- .45 AC P, 7-rd. mags . 
Colt .45 ACP, 7 shot, blue steel 
Colt .45 ACP, I I shot , blue steel 
MI Carbine, 30 shot , blue steel 
Uzi 9mm, 32 shot, blue steel 
Browning Hi -Power, 13 shot, b lue steel 
Browning I-Ii -Power, 2 1 shot, blue steel 

New 3-Way Harness Knife 
Carry 3 ways - in shoulder 
harness - on belt -
o r leg. 

$19.95 
$7.95 

$ 14.95 
$7.95 

$19.95 
$19.95 
$24.95 

Razor-sharp 3-5/8" sta inless steel blade with sawback . Molded rubber 
non-slip hand le provides sure grip. With nylon harness. $19.95 

----- \,~ ~-----~ ; 
Rambo ID Miniature Bowie 
Exact replica of the g iant 16" Rambo® I II Bowie ... only thi s one is j ust 
6- 1/2" long ! Blade length is 4 ". Tang stamped RAM BO® Ill. Cowhide 
sheath. Hardwood handle. S tainless Steel handguard and butt cap. 
#K246 Miniature Rambo® JJI $29.95 
#K I06 RAMBO JU , Fu ll S ize (Retail-.s-+-36.) $99.95 
K111Je Design Patent pe11dillg by Gil /-li/J/Je11 of/-/ibben Enterprises.® !988Caro/co. 
All Rights Reserved. Used 1111der A11thori:atio11 

Ordering Information 
By Mail: Use coupon o r separate sheet. Mail order w ith check, 
money orderor credit card information to Your Supply Depot, Ltd., 
183 1 W. Algonquin Rd . #2 15, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 
By Phone: Call I-708-640-7774. Have a ll product and credit card 
in fom1ation ready. Hours 9 A.M. to 5 P.M. CST Monday-Friday. 

Fully Illustrated Catalog - Send $1.00 

-~ 
Super Snooper 

Extremely sensiti ve, pointab le, 
e lectronic listening device ampli
fi es and feeds all ava ilable sounds 
through stereo headpho nes ( in
cluded). Auto matic shut-off c ir
cuitmeasures incomi ng s ig nal and 
protects you from harmful high 
volume noi se. Yo u can hear a 
whisper a t I 00 yds.; a car door 
shutting at 5 blocks; your dog hot 
on a traiJ 2 miles away. Uses stan
dard 9-volt batt ery. W arning : Not 
to be used for eavesdroppi ng. 
#3 10300 $99.95 
Bionic Booster increases the re
ce iving s urface area 37 times , 
making ii- more directional and 
powerful. Snaps on and off eas il y. 
#3 10301 $39.95 

Wrist .Lock Slingshot 
Pi stol grip comperiti on slingsho t. 
The most versatile and powerful 
one made. Ideal fo r precise long 
distance shooting. 
#M IOI $9.95 

The GUN made for FUN! 
The GAT Air Pistol 

Thi s is unique as air pistol s go , 
shoots not on ly pelle ts and darts, 

"The Big One" 
World 's Largest Survi\'al Knife 
This is the knife yo u've been 
waiti ng for ! Made to ug h, i i 
fea tures a big 10 inch 420 
s tainless steel blade. S ports 
men. hu niers, fi shermen. 
and cam pers will find 
"The Big One" c.an take 
it no mailer how toug h 
the task. h 's more 1han 
just a knife. Fca1ures: 
• 5" watcnight black 
al um inum hollow 
handle. 
•Liq uid fi ll ed 
co mpass . 
• Rugged blac k 
leather shcmh 
with sharp
ening stone. 

lures wire 
saw, matches . 
needles. nylon 

line. fishhooks, 
and sinkers. 

# 177t 8 

$24.95 

"Little Black Box" 
A mazing dev ice au1omatica ll y 
stan s your recorder whenever the 
te le phone is picked up and stops 
recorder when phone is hung up! 
Attaches anywhere al ong Lhe line . 
Plugs into any recorder. Creates 
no interference or noise on the 
line. l "x2"x2" . Warn ing: Not to 
be used fo r surveill ance! 
#3 10 I OJ A ll igator Cl ip $34.95 
#3 10102 Modu lar Plug $34.95 

but also a cork which comes out 
with a crack. Comes with I 0 darts. 
pellets a long wirh a steel barre l rod. It (swell fini shed 
in matte black. High velocit y. Hard hitting! 
#G IOO $29.95 ~~!!'!!'!!!.!!' 

I""" - - Yo~;-S;ppl; Dep.;t", Ltd., 
For Fast Delivery 

Call (708) 640-7774 

Qty Number 

Charge my: 

1831 W. Algonquin Rd. #215, 
Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 

Illinois Residents add 7% Tax! 

Description/Size/Color Price 

Visa D MasterCard D Amex D 
Subtotal 

Sh ipping/Hand. ~ 
Totx-/l Res 011/y Phone -----------

Expiration Dale _____ _ Tei ta I 

Address --------------------

City --------------------

State ______ Zip ______ _ DEPT. SF32 
Supply Depot docs not warran l that you may lega ll y purchase. possess or 
carry air guns, stun g uns, e tc. By ordering you ack~1owlcclgc that you arc 

I an ad ult nnd Lhcrc arc no legal rcs1riC1ions to purchasing. .J 
._ ____________ _ 
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KEEP AND BEAR ARMENIANS? ... 
Loved the Gorby HCI membership, but 
I've got a new candidate: Saddam 
Hussein. On the news they explained 
how Hussein imposed a seven-day 

·waiting period on all Armenians in Iraq, 
to check their backgrounds before 
allowing them to purchase a plane 
ticket out. After seven days elapsed he 
denied them all the right to bear 
themselves and their possessions out 
of his country. 

It was right out of the HCI handbook! 
I wonder if Saddam is getting advice 
from Sarah Brady on how to abuse and 
deny Armenians their basic rights. I 
nominate Saddam Hussein for HCl's 
member roles. In addition to his love of 
waiting periods, I'm sure he opposes 
the proliferation of military-style 
weapons among the Americans 
camped out at his border, too! 

Matt Egzoff 
Liverpool, New York 

HISTORY LESSON ... Some gun 
owners desperately want to be loved 
and respected by gun-Nazis such as 
Howard Metzenbaum and Sarah 
Brady. I am informed by these 
individuals that gun owners must 
accept a few restrictions to their rights 
so that the concerns of the fearful may 
be addressed. Compromise, I am told, 
is a fact of life in American society and 
gun owners have to accept a little 
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infringement of their constitutional 
liberties (registration, waiting periods, 
being told what type of gun they may 
own, etc.) so that everybody will be 
happy. 

History would suggest a method of 
clearly identifying gun owners to 
authorities and the public at large. This 
gives me a better idea than registration. 
If my suggestion is followed the rights 
and liberties of gun owners will be only 
slightly impaired. 

Legislation should be enacted that 
would require all gun owners to wear a 
six-pointed yellow star on their clothing. 
Only people wearing this device would 
be allowed to own firearms. Gun 
owners would be assured that those 
who complied and wore the yellow star 
would have nothing to fear, but anyone 
who owns a firearm and does not wear 
the star would be subject to immediate 
punishment. 

If all gun owners would simply obey 

D 

this simple little law we could 
demonstrate our willingness to act in a 
reasonable and law-abiding manner. 

Kevin Harris 
Ferndale, Washington 

Guest response from Aaron Zelman, 
founder of Jews for the Preservation of 
Firearms Ownership: Kevin Harris' 
comments would be humorous if it were 
not for the terrifying realities that are 

currently facing loyal, patriotic gun 
owners. All of us must realize that there 
is no satisfying the gun grabbers! The 
Jews of Europe thought that they could 
satisfy the Nazis but they tragically 
learned that once you acquiesce to 
totalitarian demands, they will not only 
want more, but will take more. 

We must expose the anti-gun 
fanatics, who oppose the death penalty 
but support plea-bargaining, as 
cowardly and dishonest Friends of 
Felons. The elitist and leftist "Brady 
Bunch" has the same authoritarian 
philosophy as the Nazis; they should be 
made to wear a scarlet letter of shame 
for their dangerous anti-freedom 
agenda. 

Aaron Zelman 

(Ed. note: those interested in 
learning more about Second 
Amendment rights from a Jewish 
perspective can contact JFPO at 2872 
S. Wentworth Ave. , Milwaukee, WI 
53207. And ask them about the satirical 
tape Ode to Felons [fair music and 
excellent satire] which is guaranteed to 
have you nodding and chuckling.) 

ENCOUNTERS OF THE HAM KIND ... 
Concerning "Central America's Jungle 
Deli" ("Combat Craft" by Joe 
Cavanaugh), for the record a peccary 
or javelina is not a true pig - although 
still good to eat. True pigs all came from 
the Old World, being brought to the 
Americas by immigrants. The word 
jabali' is Spanish for wild boar, which is 
native to Spain and weighs up to 300 
pounds! 

Neverthe.less, for someone in the 
jungle trying to survive, words and 
names mean less, when meat is meat is 
survival. If any other 'Nam vets would 
care to share encounters with wild pigs 
of S.E. Asia, I'm now researching a 
book about wild pigs of the world. 

Darrel Nicholson, Owner 
Jabali' - Wild Boar 
N.Y. Mills, MN 56567 

As a farm kid in Oregon we had a 
couple pigs named Tojo and Tokyo 
Rose (this was long before Hanoi 
Jane), and I never met a pig I didnt like 
until one dark night of a NATO 
maneuver in Germany, when I stepped 
on a wild boar lying in the trail. Dont 
know why he was there, but my mission 
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MC/Visa & COD MC/Visa & COD 

Order toll free The DLJTiCHMr AN By Mai·/ Order toll free 
1-800-821-5157 Ii 1-800-821-5157 

SOUND DETECTOR 

DISTANT SOUND 
DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES 

SOUND5000 
TIMES 

$148 
postpaid 

The VanSleek 
FARFOON® 

The VanSleek Farfoon generation of Distant Sound Detectors combines the best features of older 
models to bring you the most versatile unit yet developed. Utilizes a 3· 1 /2" built· in parabolic dish 
with "spider-mount" super-sensitive microphone for Sound Mirror effect. previously found only on 
larger, more cumbersome sound detectors. VanSleek features handy size (weighs about 2-lbs.) , 
is easy to use in tight places. Made for professional hunters to hear approaching animals at great 
distance, the VanSleek has been discovered by the security industry. On city terrain, sounds leap 
across blocks and streets. Solid state-of-the-art circuitry. Sound cut-off. Powered by 6 penlight 
batteries for increased amplitude. Use VanSleek and enjoy mirrored sound gathering not 
possible with direct receiver products. Sold world-wide to government, military, police, hunters 
& fishermen. Discover the range of uses on land and sea; money back guarantee. $148.00 
postpaid. 

INSTANT HEAT 
For Car & Truck 

This winter, get 
INSTANT HEAT 

that puts out whopping 180-
watts, 600-BTU's of hot air. GET 

TOASTY WITHOUT WAITING FOR 
CAR ENGINES TO WARM UP! Six-foot cord lets you place Auto Heat 
where you need it most: in back, front, on dash. Ideal for defrosting 
windows. Comes with visor/seat pocket mounting clip or place on seat or 
floor. Lightweight, portable, small but oh so powerful. Stores easily under 
seat or in glove box. Made in the USA, Two year warranty. If you're sitting 
in a freezing car this winter, it's your own fault! Order Auto Heat for $39.95 
with each add' I unit $36.50 + $3.50 shipping per order. 

PHONE RECORDER 

Electronic marvel tapes phone calls automati· 
cally. A "no hands" control for connecting 
cassette recorder to a telephone line, simply 
connect one cord to cassette recorder & the 
other cord into ANY modular jack in the house. 
Set recorder for "record" & whenever a receiver 
is lifted on any phone on the premises, the 
recorder will automatically record. When the 
receiver is hung·up, the recorder automatically 
stops. Just $22.50 postpaid and that includes 
a FREE duplex adaptor. 
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You Need The 
BUG BOX For 
Telephone 
Privacy 

Telephone tap detector notifies you of un· 
authorized intrusion onto your line. Just plug 
modular phone jnto tiny BUG BOX, then plug 
BUG BOX into wall jack. An indicator light te lls 
you when someone is "listening in". BONUS: 
Attach BUG BOX to every phone in your house, 
then you , AND ONLY YOU, can access the 
phone. BUG BOX not only tells you if someone 
else is on the line, it KEEPS THEM OFF with its 
privacy shut-out circuit. Buy one BUG BOX and 
use its indicator light to monitor line intrusion; 
buy as many BUG BOX's as you have phones 
and enjoy total privacy shut-out plus visible 
light indicators. Sale price $30.00 postpaid. 

NiteSpy 

JASON Model #154 Super Powerful 
10 x 50 Binoculars in GENUINE 
REAL TREE CAMOUFLAGE. RE
AL TREE is the hottest camo going. 
These Binocs also have an extra
wide angle: view 367-feet at 1000 
yards , great for low lite conditions. 
They're rubber armored and mois
ture resistant ; feature ''fast focus" 
lever for precise & quick zeroing in 
on target. Carrying case included. 
Quality Jason optics thru and thru; 
limited Lifetime warranty. MFR LIST 
PRICE: $129.95. SAVE BIG WITH 
DUTCHMAN CLOSEOUT BUYING 
POWER - JUST $59.95 + $3.50 
SHIPPING. HURRY, THEY WON'T 
LAST LONG AT THIS PRICE! 

Sword Cane 

canes we have ever seen. A true col· 
Jcctor's piece from handle to sword 
tip. the detail of the si lver Eagle's 

For just $49 because it's made of all 
THE RIGHT STUFF. The classic 
WWII Bomber Jacket for the Avia
tor/Racer look. Made of DuraHide, 
a man-made leather that defies you 
to tell it from the real thing. This is 

your chance to pick up the hottest look today at 
a very reasonable price. Check out these 
features: Heavy duty Brass zippers ; horizontal 
(zippered) and vertical front pockets; zippered 
left sleeve utility pocket; heavy duty knit cuffs 
and waistband; heavy weight pile collar; stylish 
epaulets on each shoulder; inside storm flap for 
wind resistance ; 100% nylon lining ; 8-ounces 
polyester fill for warmth that doesn't weigh you 
down. This is the jacket taking America by 
storm ... don't miss out. Order yours TODAY for 
just $49.00 plus $3.50 shipping. Specify XS 
(30-32), S (34-36), M (38-40), L (42·44) XL (46), 
and XXL (48-50) and be sure to tell us BLACK 
or BROWN color. 

HIDING BOOK 

Protect your valuables 
With our 
Hiding 
Book 
$24 
postpaid 

1 
head perfec1ly complemenis 1he One of the slickest places to secrele money 
lustrous hardwood shaft has always been in a book. Think of how many 

.I 
(sheathed) and the tri-foil sword books a thief would have to look through. And 
(unsheathed). The sword is now you can hide larger things ... like a gun, or 
made of high-carbon steel; the a box of jewelry ... many things. And you can 

shaft of finely turned beechwood. Overall carry your hidden object with you in one of the 
length 36"; sword length from handle to tip, 32". "Hiding Books". Full size book, random titles 
Internal pin-in-channel mechanism locks/un- used, handmade, and velvet lined in red. 
locks the sword. Made in France by that coun- Brand new books. With cover closed you can't 
try's premier cane maker, and an absolute tell from any other book. The space inside is 5 
steal at $160.00 plus $3.50 shipping. x 8 inches. This is a top quality ilem. $24.00 

IMCiVi;~& coo "";r;;r; c";17oiifr~ 1-800':821-51s7 
I Mail in orders send check or money order to the address below. 

I 
I 
I 
I 

The Dutchman 
Dept. 1290 
P.O. Box 12548 
Overland Park, KS 66212 

I Name 

: Address 

Please ship: 
Item 

Total $ enclosed 

Cit · =:.<..~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

I State Zip ©1990 
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was to follow a string of engineer's tape 
to the latrine. Mission aborted. 

MALTA MEMORIES .... 1 was very 
interested in the article "Mediterranean 
Minefield" and the sidebar "Malta: the 
Unsinkable Battleship" that mentions 
the carrier HMS Illustrious upon which I 
served for three years. twas aboard her 
when she was bombed, taking six direct 
hits from the 500 kg German bombs as 
shown being unearthed at Takali. I 
returned to the Mediterranean in 1943 
aboard HMS Rosario with the 19th 
Minesweeping Flotilla and, based at 
Fort St. Angelo in Valletta, for the next 
two and a half years we swept mines all 
around the Mediterranean and Adriatic. 

Albert Jones, former P.O.S.M., 
Royal Navy 
Portage la Prairie, Manitoba 

I liked your story on Malta UDT, but 
you didnl tell it all regarding the mystery 
yacht. That was a Mossad action, and 
the yacht belonged to the PLO. Indeed 
that lieutenant took quite a risk. Those 
boys were well trained in England and 
in ltaly ... but this was a mystery bomb. 

Fritz Valona 
Sliema, Malta 

KUDOS TO THE COASTIES ... I read 
"Unsung Warriors" in your September 
1990 issue and was very happy to see 
SOF magazine recognize the Coast 
Guard at last. The article, however, 
failed to mention two missions of the 
USCG: the International Ice Patrol from 
Elizabeth City, North Carolina to 
Gander, Newfoundland that patrols the 
north Atlantic for icebergs (established 
after the sinking of the Titanic in 1912, 
with the result no ship has been lost to 
an iceberg since), and the Coast Guard 
icebreakers that each year break a 
channel into McMurdo Sound, 
Antarctica, and give transportation and 
support to scientific expeditions in both 
the Antarctic and Arctic regions. 

Also, the Chincoteague did not "fire 
the first round in the escalating war on 
drugs" - the Coast Guard has been 
firing on, and disabling, ships for years. 
The maximum we can use is a 3-inch or 
5-inch gun (the cutters that have them, 
that is), sending solid shot into the 
ship's engines. Such firing, however, is 
used only as a last resort, when there is 
no other way, and then to inflict as few 
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casualties as humanly possible. We 
can also call on Navy or Air Force jet 
fighters if a ship decides to get fractious 
and start shooting back - which has 
happened a few times. 

Thanks again, SOF,, for the 
recognition on our Big Birthday. 

Semper Paratus, 
D.W. Reiley, YN1 USCG 
(Retired) 

DON'T DEMORALIZE DEMINERS ... 
Regarding the story "Afghan 
Deminers" in the September 1990 
issue of SOF, on page 61 there is a 
photo of a man using a mine detector to 
locate mines. How would you like to be 
this guy? The Russians are known to 
use an electronic fuse that detects the 
signal generated by an electronic mine 
detector. When the mine detector 
passes over this mine, the mine 
explodes. Are the Russians using these 
devices in Afghanistan? 

During World War II the Russians 
were not concerned about fatalities 
when removing minefields (theirs or the 
Germans), as they used penal 
battalions to remove the mines, where 
casualties were of no concern to them. 

K.S. 
Sunnyvale, California 

I have no direct information that the 
Sovs deployed this type of mine in 
Afghanistan, but it is probably a safe 
assumption since they have been using 
this sort of device since World War II. 
Using Soviet penal battalions may still 
be a good idea for demining. 

RESPONSIBLE JOURNALISM? ... 
While impossible to keep anything as 
large as a submarine absolutely secret, 
the U.S. Navy has always kept a low 
profile publicity wise, with cause, on the 
Grayback574 SSG and other 
submarines used for the transportation 
and deployment of the Navy's Special 
Warfare Community. 

While I'm sure everyone in the know 
knows your publication is required 
reading for our intelligence people, the 
Bad Guys can also buy it for $3.50 
American. What a bargain! Better than 
reading Langley message traffic. Does 
Hanoi Jane have a complimentary 
subscription? Now I suppose next 
month you'll expose all the inner 
workirtgs of Great Britain's Special 

Boat Unit. 
Nice going, guys, if you're on the 

wrong side! 
Bet you wonl print this bastard. The 

marble's in your court? . 
B.M.C. Balser, USN Retired 
St. Petersburg, Florida 

Sure we'll print your letter, and many 
thanks for tipping us off to the fact that 
our Navy uses submarines other than 
the Grayback to deploy our special 
warfare boys, and about Great Britain's 
Special Boat Unit. We appreciate the 
input, and promise that your secret is 
safe with us (and accurate, too - we 
phoned the USSR embassy in 
Washington and they confirmed it). 

WELCOME BACK ... I just returned 
from three years in Panama; I was in 
Salvador in November. I find your 
articles like "Battle of Five Cities" very 
informative. I was there and it is right on 
the money - this kind of reporting 
enhances your image with real soldiers. 

I find the articles on weapons my 
major source of info on new 
developments in the ComBloc. The 
only place I ever saw anything on the 
AK-74 carbine (Krinkov) was in SOF. 
When we captured two of them in 
Panama five and a half years later, I 
knew what they were because of y'all. 
The same story on the T-65. Keep up 
the good work. 

I'm still waiting for your story on the 
7th SFG's participation in Just Cause. It 
is hard to keep up with current combat 
actions world wide, and your factual 
reporting goes places the big papers 
fear to tread. I'll keep my subscription 
as long as you keep producing quality 
work. 

(Name and Address Withheld) 
P.S. Please dont print this letter, you 

dont need the testimonial and I donl 
need the heat. Thanks. 

We do too need the testimonial! 
You're the men our staff and writers 
bust their butt and/or get shot at for, and 
if you're pleased with our work, then 
we're plumb tickled to death because 
we're sure not doing it for the money. 
(But we'll hold your name so you wont 
draw any flak from HQ.)'?{ 
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AS SEEN ON~ 

SAVE GAS! CUT ENGINE WEAR IN HALF! 
Slick 50, the space-age miracle engine 

treatment applauded by Consumer's Digest 
magazine, prestigious independent 
laboratories throughout the world, and over 
15-million satisfied automobile, truck, RV, 
boat, and heavy equipment users, is now 
available to you. 

• INCREASE POWER 
•IMPROVEPERFORMANCE 

• SAVE THOUSANDS OF$$$ ON REPAIR 
BILLS, MAINTENANCE & OVERHAULS 

•The premiere EPA-recognized engine and 
lubricant testing lab in the U.S. conducted a strictly
controlled experiment using industry standard ASTM 
procedures. They found that a Slick 50-treated engine 
showed 50% less engine wear than an untreated 
engine and fuel consumption was reduced. To our 
knowledge, it is the only product of its kind to pass the 
punishing wear reduction tests conducted by an EPA
approved lab using nationally accepted ASTM standard 
procedures. 

One treatment with Slick 50 can cut your 
engine wear in half and make your engine run 
smoother, quieter, faster, and cooler than ever 
before. Slick 50 makes an unmistakable 
difference you can hear and feel in both newer 
and older cars. 

The Secret Is PTFE 
PTFE is an abbreviation for polytetraf\uoroethylene. 
The Guinness Book of World Records calls PTFE the 
slipperiest solid substance known to man-the 
equivalent of wet ice on wet ice. The Space Shuttle 
Columbia uses PTFE in its gears and bearings because 
it's the only chemical lubricant that can withstand the 
heat and corrosive elements of space. It won't rust, is 
immune to acids and alkalines, and the more pressure 
it's under, the more slippery it becomes. 

Slick 50's unique actuated formulation bonds these 
powerful PTFE resins to the mechanical surfaces of all 
internal combustion gasoline and diesel engines, 
creating a strong, protective coating that can 
dramatically reduce friction and wear. 

7 Ways Slick 50 Can Save You 
Money and Increase Reliability 

Although individual results may vary, tests have shown 
that Slick 50 effectively: 
1. Reduces gas consumption. 
2. Prolongs battery life by decreasing drag on starter, 

resulting in less amperage being required for start
up. (Makes cold weather starts faster and easier.) 

3. Helps extend the life of internal metal, mechanical 
engine parts. 

4. Lowers peak engine operating temperatures, helping 
to prevent overheating and oil breakdown even under 
the most demanding conditions. 

5. Increases horsepower and compression (especially 
important for small economy cars and large RVs). 

6. Lowers maintenance costs, reduces repairs, and 
minimizes or eliminates costly overhauls. 

7. Makes an automobile last longer and keeps its resale 
value high. 

How to Conquer Your 
Engine's #1 Enemy

Lubrication Starvation 
Slick 50 is a metal treatment that bonds actuated PTFE 
to all mechanical moving engine parts, creating a 
strong, durable, lasting, dry-film protective coating that 
provides full-time lubrication even when there is 
insufficient oil on the parts like at start-up and when 
engine heat has broken down the oil. Instead of metal 
rubbing against metal, PTFE glides against PTFE, 
reducing friction and wear. It is this unique ability of 
Slick 50 to dramatically reduce friction that's 
responsible for its cutting engine wear by 50% or more. 

Most Often Asked 
Questions About Slick 50 

How is Slick 50 applied? 
Slick 50 is easy to use. At your next oil and filter change, 
simply substitute one quart of Slick 50 for one quart of 
new oil being added. Drive the car for 30 minutes, and 
leave Slick 50 in the crankcase. As the engine operates, 
the oil will carry Slick 50 throughout the engine where it 
bonds to the porous metal surfaces. 

Does it have to be used with every oil change? 
Certainly not. One treatment with Slick 50 provides anti
wear protection for more than 50,000 miles. It remains 
bonded to the engine parts no matter how many times 
the oil is changed. 
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Does Slick 50 have any affect 
on automobile warranties? 
No. The use of Slick 50 does not in any way affect a car's 
warranty. Petrolon, the manufacturers of Slick 50, has 
letters on file from automobile and engine 
manufacturers to document that fact. Slick 50 carrier oil 
meets or exceeds all specifications that Detroit applies 
to products added to an engine. New engines need at 
least a 3- to 4-thousand mile burnishing-in period. Slick 
50 should not be added until the first oil change. 

Internationally-Recognized 
Labs Unanimously Agree 

on Slick 50 Benefits 

• Consumer's Digest Magazine in the March/April 
1982 issue, stated: "We were somewhat skeptical at 
first, but it turns out that Slick 50.does exactly what 
Petrolon, the manufacturer, claims it does. In fact, 

•The Automotive Serv ices Counci l for 
Pennsylvania torture-tested Slick 50 and televised the 
astounding results on WTVE. Three cars, with 75,000 to 
129,000 miles on their odometers, were treated with 
Slick 50. Six months later, the oil was drained from each 
vehicle, and the cars were driven, without the oil plugs, 
for about a half hour. The water temperature never rose, 
and the engines sustained no apparent damage. 

Testimonials 
• Increased Power Wins Races 
Dirt track champion, winner of over 40 modified stock 
car feature racing events and recent winner of 11 races in 
15 starts, says: "VVe've tested lots of products and found 
Slick 50 to be the best there is. It allows us to push the 
car to the limit and not be worried about hurting the 
motor." 

Andy Belmont, NASCAR "Rookie of the Year" 
National Champion NASCAR 

Charlotte/Daytona Dash Series 

• Increased Gas Mileage by 200/o 
• Fewer Repairs & No Major Breakdowns 

in 200,000-Mile-Plus Fleet Vehicles 
"Our newspaper has a fleet of 65 vehicles that have been 
completely treated with Slick 50 products, including 
engines, automatic or manual transmissions and 
differential drive gear boxes. As a result of the treatment, 
gasoline mileage increased by 20%, and engine break
down decreased tremendously." 

• Eliminated Repairs on Police Cars 
• Fuel Savings 
''Thank you for the cost-effective, budget-saving benefits 
of Slick 50 engine treatment. I bought the product about 
four years ago for treating our city police cars. Since that 
time, we are happy to say, all car engines have been vir
tually trouble free. They haven't needed any repairs at all. 
Also our fuel savings have been noticeable." 

Money-Back Guarantee 
the more we looked, the more facts stacked up on Now your car can run better, faster, quieter: smoother, 
the product's side. The substance does, in fact, and last longer than ever before. And you could easily 
suspend the oil and will adhere to engine parts. The save thousands of dollars in gasoline, maintenance, 
process by which this is accomplished is a closely- and repair bills. Find out for yourself why over 15-million 
guarded secret. ... Slick 50 does reduce engine heat people are excited about Slick 50. We're so sure you'll 
and ordinary wear, and our informal tests indicate be excited too, that_ we offer a 100% money-back 
that it will improve gas mileage by about 2 or 3 miles guarantee. Call or write today. 

per gallon:· r-- _ 100% Money-Back Guarantee Order Form - -, 

I v. I want to extend the life of my engine, improve I 
• TUV, the West German 188, performance, and save money. Rush me risk free: 

equivalent of our Underwriter's I _One quart of Slick 50 at $29.95 plus $3.95 shipping & handling. I 
Laboratories and foremost 
automotive testing authority in - Two quarts of Slick 50 at $59.90. Free shipping. 
Europe, found substantial I Enclosed is my: 0 Check 0 Money order 0 Visa 0 MasterCard I 
increases in both gas mileage and Please make your check or money order payable to SLICK 50. 
horsepower resu lting from a California residents add $2.02 per quart sales tax. 
reduciion in friction . I I 
• Nordisk Motor Test Center, 
Sweden's most advanced 
motor-testing facility, reported a 
10% to 17% decrease in fuel 
consumption and attributes to 
Slick 50, "better sealed engines, 
performance increases and 
cleaner exhaust." 

Card # Expiration Date __ _ 

Name (PLEASE PRINT) _ ____ __________ _ 

I Address (FOR UPS DELIVERY) I 
City State Zip __ _ I SLICK 50 - Dept. 87 For Immediate Delivery I 
12015 Sherman Road Call 24 Hours Toll Free 

I North Hollywood, CA 91605 1-(800) 453-290~ I 
L- _ _ _ © :=eiv:,::ers _ _ ~2192...J 
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FULL AUTO 
by Peter G. Kokalis 

STERLING SMG PARTS ... Southern 
Ohio Gun Distributors, Inc., P.O. Box 
332, 100 South Mechanic, Lebanon, 
OH 45036, phone: 1-800-257-4867, 
has a limited supply of Sterling subma
chine gun accessories, including 10-
and 15-round magazines, 10-round 
double-stacked magazines, and scope 
mounts. As you've stated before -
parts for this excellent weapon are 
becoming extremely hard to find. 

· Paul Vetrone, Capt., USAF 
Duluth, MN 

THOMPSON DRUMS ... Where can I 
obtain original 50-round drums for the 
Thompson submachine gun at reason
able cost? 

Larrey Dodd 
Mesa, AZ. 

Century International Arms, Inc. 
(Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 714-C, St. Al
bans, VT 05478; phone: 802-527-
1252) has a modest supply of WWII 
vintage Thompson Type "L' from three 
manufacturers and all are in excellent 
condition. Least expensive, and most 
common, is the so-called "Bridgeport• 
variant (marked "AUTO-ORDNANCE 
CORP. BRIDGEPORT, CONNECTI
CUT, · but actually manufactured by 
United Specialties Co., Chicago, IL) 
which sells for $199.95. "Seymour" 
drums (marked "THE SEYMOUR 
PRODUCTS CO SEYMOUR, CONN. ") 
and the less common "Crosby" type 
(marked "THE CROSBY CO. BUF
FALO, N. Y.') are $224.95 each. Both 
the "Bridgeport• and "Seymour" drums 
are we/I-made, black oxide-finished 
and function reliably. "Crosby" drums 
feature a black paint-finish, are crudely 
fabricated compared to the other vari
ants and are generally not as reliable. 

LIBERTY ANTIQUE GUNWORKS ... I 
have a Smith & Wesson 1917 Army 
Model .45 ACP revolver that needs to 
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Mr. Machine Gun's Mail Bag 

be serviced internally, i.e. , new 
headspace shims and removal of ex
cessive cylinder end-shake. S&W has 
informed me that they do not repair 
revolvers or pistols manufactured prior 
to 1962. Can you recommend a gun
smith that specializes in older firearms? 

Randall M. Bessler 
Carson City, NV 

When it comes to the repair of 
obsolete S& W, Colt and other 19th and 
early 20th Century firearms, I can give 
my unqualified endorsement to David 
R. Chicoine of Liberty Antique Gun
works (Dept. SOF, 19 Key Street, 
Eastport, Maine 04631; phone: 207-
853-2327). A sampling of David's serv
ices include metal work: such as cham
bers lengthened, re-chambering, weld
ing and soldering, re-barreling, caliber 
conversion, action work, metal checker
ing and stippling and sight alteration 
and repair. Chicoine's re-finishing work 
includes London slow rust bluing, hand 
striking and polishing, hot caustic blue, 
temper bluing, color case hardening, 
slow rust browning, nitre bluing, electro
lytic plating and engraving repairs. On 
wood furniture David features oil fin
ishes of all types, stock restoration, 
checkering, re-stocking, stock repairs, 
bedding work and reinforcing. Liberty 
Antique Gunworks also has a substan
tial inventory of parts for older firearms 
and provides a firearms appraisal serv
ice as well. 

Early Model 1917 S&W revolvers 
have a somewhat thin cylinder wall and 
their cylinder notches are not offset, as 
they are on the Colt Model 1917 (New 
Service) .45 ACP revolver. If you have 
an S&W M1917 and want to shoot it, 
avoid factory ball and restrict the old 
beast's diet to either factory wadcutters 
or mild reloads. 

HEARING PROTECTION ... While ear 
muffs or plugs are hardly advisable in 
combat or while hunting, what type of 
hearing protection do you recommend 
during practice sessions or at machine 
gun shoots? 

Chris Mayer 
Riverside, CA 

Everything from disposable soft foam 
plugs to ear muffs with liquid-filled 
cushions will help to prevent further 
hearing loss. However, when used by 

partially deaf shooters like myself, it 
becomes impossible to even hear 
loudly spoken range commands. 

Silencio (Dept. SOF, 56 Coney Island 
Drive, Bldg. #22, Sparks, NV 89431; 
Phone: 702-359-4451) has developed 
a series of electronic hearing protectors 
with an amplifier that brings back to 
your ear the /ow-level, harmless sound 
lost to you by wearing standard hearing 
protection. With either the Silencio 
RSX-85 (two speaker monaural opera
tion) or RSX-87 (stereo reception) 
Rangesafe electronic hearing pro
tectors, you will hear clearly conversa
tion and range commands at about the 
level you would without ear muffs or 
plugs. 

When the sound level reaches 85 db, 
you can sense the amplifier shutting off. 
As soon as ambient sound levels return 
to a safe range, you will hear the 
amplifier switch back on. In a continu
ous high-level sound environment -
such as burst fire from a belt-fed 
machine gun - the amplifier will re
main off and you will hear a slight 
clicking sound as the circuit continues 
to test for a safe sound level to return to 

operation. 
Powered by a siagle 9-volt battery, 

the RSX-87 performed flawlessly dur
ing the entire 5-day small arms training 
cycle SOF recently provided the Spe
cial Response Team of El Salvador's 
Policia Nacional. 

M16 ARMORER'S WRENCH ... Where 
can I obtain the spanner wrench used 
to remove the AR15/M16 barrel and 
flash suppressor? I think we all need to 
start stocking spare parts for this en
dangered species. 

Lt. Mike Pastika, USAF 
WJodbridge, VA 

The standard armorer's wrench for 
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P.C.S.-U.S.A. Box 908, Castle Rock, CO 80104 
Gentlemen, please send me: 
___ P.R.O. Dagger(s) at $79 each 

Qty 

SOF 
12/90 

Add $6 Shipping/Insurance. CO residents add 3% sales tax 

Name: _________________ ~ 

Address: _________ _____ _ 

City: ________________ _ 

0 Check/MO State: __ Zip: _ _ ____ _ 

0 VISNMC # _______ _ 



tlll~II:Il~&-:.:.1$·· ~ti~ili§irlil0 
#4007 - Comm. style or #4008 -"Rectangle"Titanium 
Semi-Prepped Hammer for 1911 pistols .......... $76.00 
#4006 - long or #4006S short, Titanium /Carbon Fiber 
Match Trigger .............. ..... ...... ...... ......... ......... .. $29.95 
#4001 - Comm. style or #4002 - "Rectangle"(EDM 

4008 from A-6 Tool Steel) Semi-Prepped Hammer$59.95 
1------' #4005 - CAD-CAM "Forged"Serni-Prepped Sear .. $19.95 

4006 

#4022 - Shooting Star lORD-38 Super IPSC Stainless Mag. w/base pad ................................... $29.95 

11nr.awn) 
High-Sweep Beavertail Grip Safety: #4032 - blue ....... $29.95; #4033 - stainless .... .... .............. $31.95 
Hex Head Grip Screws (set of 4 w/wrench): #4048 - blue .... $7.95; #4048S - stainless .............. $8.95 
Extended Thumb Safety: #4043 - blue ..... $29.95; #4044 - stainless ................ ....................... .. $31.95 
Arnbidextrious Safety: #4045 - blue ..... $49.95; #4046 - stainless .............................................. $54.95 

(SMtrne::: 1::11EllNQERD 
S&A Mag-Guide, specify: blue or stainless, flat or arched, Officers or Government Model... ... $69.95 
S&A Arnbidextrious Mag Release (fits 1911 style pistols) .... .. .......... .............. .... .................. .. .. $69.95 
#4198 - Custom Grips for 1911 's, cut for S&A Mag-Guide. Specify CocoBolo or Bocate ........ $54.95 
#4196 - Urethane Buffs (very tough shock absorbing buffer pads) Pkg. of 5 ........................... .. ,$5.95 
#4197 - Urethane Mag. Pads: Red, Yellow, Black, Pink, Orange, Blue or Green. Pkg. of 5 ...... $9.95 

Gmt1.sam:rs J 
#W047DE - 8RD .45 Match Magazine w/extended base pad, stainless ............................... ...... $28.95 
#W064 - Full Length Recoil Guide System (Govt.,Gold Cup or Comm.) (l lpcs) ..................... $35.00 
#W300,45 - ACCU-COMP "DPK" Double Chamber Compensator Kit, .45 Gov't.. ................. $299.95 
#W300,38 - ACCU-COMP "DPK" Kit in .38 super w/supported ramp, Gov't. ......................... $324.95 
#4195 - Stainless Steel Magazine Weight for 1911 mags adds 1-3/4oz (screws included) .... ..... .. $7.00 

f®(!!Z~ ~4tfi¢tltl mM-t$ ~i$1~i:it¢r) 

-I Dealer lnquries Invited I 
G ~4~($;<!0 8§5~9l7~ 1 
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FED. EXPRESS 
DELIVERY 

ONLY$3MORE 

L L t'a4tcue ~-
P.O. Box 1995, Dpt. SF 

El Dorado, AR 71731 

Send $2 for complete catalog 

' 

the M16 series can be obtained from 
Browne/ls, Inc. (Dept. SOF, Route 2, 
Box 1, Montezuma, Iowa 50171-9889; 
phone: 515-623-5401) or sometimes 
from parts dealers that set up at local 
gun shows. 

However, the standard three-prong 
M16 spanner wrench can only engage 
three points of the 20 contact points on 
the fluted flange of the barrel nut. All too 
often, applying more than 75 foot 
pounds of torque will shear the top 
pulling point on the nut and also break 
the forearm retainer or slip ring. 

Peace River Arms & Accessories, 
Inc. (Dept. SOF, 2219 Olney Road, 
Lakeland, FL 33801, phone: 813-665-
1930) has designed a universal ar
morer's wrench for the AR15/M16 rifles 
with an injection molded Zytel nylon 
head containing 16 pulling lobes that 
will permit more than 200 foot pounds of 
torque to be applied to the barrel nut 
without damage. An integral support 
ring on this wrench prevents crushing of 
the nut under extreme torque and also 
prevents the wrench from camming out 
of contact with the barrel unit. 

The steel handle has cutouts for a 
th-inch-drive torque bar, all models of 
flash suppressors and all models of 
action tubes. 

From personal experience I can 
recommend it without reservation. The 
suggested retail price is $24.95. 

This unique wrench is best employed 
with the Peace River Arms action block 
kit that secures the receiver, not the 
barrel, in a vise. Manufactured from an 
injection molded polymer that is nearly 
crush-proof, the block only touches the 
receiver at its strongest points. Sug
gested retail of this all-important ar
morer's accessory is $34.95. 

.41 ACTION EXPRESS ... Enclosed, 
herewith, are the specifications for the 
.41 Action Express pistol cartridge. It 
appears to be an excellent choice for 
close quarter battle, offering perform
ance next to none. What is your opinion 
of this relatively new round? 

Colin M. Baines 
London, England 

All that glitters is not gold. Cleverly 
conceived, but poorly executed, the .41 
AE cartridge appears destined for no 
more than a brief footnote in the annals 
of firearms history. As the 10mm Auto, 
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and even newer .40 S& W, surge relent
lessly forward, the .41 AE lies dormant 
- plagued by several problems. 

Gun press puff-pieces aside, no pis
tol yet chambered for the "rebated' 
(i.e., the rim is substantially smaller in 
diameter than the body of the case) .41 
AE case has provided acceptable relia
bility. F.l.E. s TZ-75 Series 88 pistol 
operates flawlessly when chambered 
for 9mm Parabellum. Once converted 
to .41 AE, you can expect two or three 
failures to extract with every magazine. 
This just wont do for serious social 
purposes. It seems that the body
diameter to rim-diameter ratio is too 
large and thus during the recoil cycle 
the bottom of the empty casing im
pinges against the incoming round 
during extraction. This dislodges the 
empty case from the extractor, leaving 
the case only partially withdrawn from 
the chamber. In my opinion, this is a 
generic problem without a satisfactory 
solution. 

In addition, factory ammunition - at 
present offered only by /Ml (Israel 
Military Industries) - does not provide 
effective wound ballistics potential. 
SOF recently tested both the 200-grain 

FMJ and 170-grain JHP loads mar
keted under the Samson label. The 
non-deforming 200-grain FMJ projectile 
travels downrange at about 950 fps out 
of the TZ-755 4.5-inch barrel. It over
penetrates in soft tissue to a distance of 
approximately 32 inches. The 170-
grain Hollow Point bullet speeds up to 

about 1, 100 fps. However, it will expand 
in soft tissue only once out of every four 
shots. When it does expand, it goes to 
.63 caliber and drives into about 14.5 
inches of tissue. Thats ideal, but 75 
percent of the time it will not mushroom 
at all and then it overpenetrates to a 
depth of 35 inches. y(_ 

OFFICIAL VIETNAM MEMORIAL CLOCK 
The only clock approved and licensed by the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Fund, 

The Friends of Vietnam Veterans Memorial and Frederick Hart, sculpturer of the statue. 

Each clock is: 
•Made in the U.S.A. 
• 23xll inches and weight is 6 lbs. 
• Quality hardwood veneers 

with crystal clear coating 
•Highest quality quartz movement 

using one AA Battery 
• Gold foil gift box 
• Unconditionally guaranteed 

RIGHT: Order #5011 
BELOW: Order # 5012 

Marines at Iwo Jima 
$39.95 
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THREE SERVICEMEN SCULPTURE@F.E. HART & WMF 1984 • @COPYRIGHT 1990JEBCO PENDING 

Call TOLL-FREE for 
Mastercard or VISA 
orders: 1-800-323-
1776, Operator 131 . 
For FAX orders: 
(303) 444-5617. 
Customer Service: 
(303) 449-3750. 

\ 

SOF EXCHANGE• P.O. Box 693, Dept. 1290 • Boulder, CO 80306 
PAYMENT: VISA MIC CHECK 
CARD# EXP. __ 

SIGNATURE 
Please send me _ Vietnam Memorial Clock(s) @ 49.95 ea. ___ _ 

Please send me _ Marines at lwo Jima Clock(s) @ 39.95 ea. ___ _ 

NAME 
ADDRESS 

CLOCK TOTAL ____ _ 
P&H ____ _ 

TOTAL ____ _ 

CITY -------- ---- STATE __ ZIP __ 
Colorado residents add 3. 7% sales tax. 

Add $3.00 per item for postage and handling. Overseas orders add 40%. Allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. 
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THE 

DIE HARD 
by Pierre Dufour 

Photos courtesy of S.l.H.L.E. (Historical and Information Service of the Foreign Legion) 

I N the blistering afternoon heat of 
Djibouti, the DC-8 of the COTAM (Air . 

transport command) rolls to a stop in front 
of Arnbouli air tenninal. The steps are 
ready, but passengers hang back, choked 
by the stifling heat, their eyes dazzled by 
the brilliant sunlight. Sweat starts to pour as 
passengers approach the door, and clothes 
are soon dripping. At General Monclar 
barracks, the legionnaire rediscovers the 
marvels of air conditioning. Assigned to a 
company and a platoon according to his 
qualifications and the company's needs , he 
settles in for two years. 

Legionnaires train in Ftance, on 15km road 
march during basic commando course. 
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Quite apart from postings to the combat 
regiments in France, or the 2nd REP 
(Regiment Etranger de Parachutistes -
foreign parachute regiment) in Corsica, 
each legionnaire must spend two years of 
his initial five year contract in an overseas 
posting. He usually starts with a regiment 
that is tough due to climatic and geographi
cal conditions, to which are added tough 
activities in a hostile environment. Such 
are the 13th DBLE (Demi-brigade de 
Legion Etrangere -light foreign legion 
brigade) in Djibouti and the 3rd REI 
(Regiment Etranger d 'Infanterie -
fore ign infantry brigade) in French 
Guiana. Later on, with advancing age 
and seniority, the now-promoted 
legionnaire (all NCOs start as legion
naires, and 5% of these go on to 
become officers) will go the 5th RE 
(Regiment Etranger - foreign regi
ment) in the Pacific or Mayotte with 
the DLEM (Detachement de Legion 
Etrangere de Mayotte -foreign le
gion detachment of Mayotte). 

The newly posted legionnaire 
finds new leaders , new buddies, a 
new environment, many factors to which 
he must adjust. Even if rules have changed 
little, Djibouti is now independent, with the 
Afars and lssas living together as well as 
they can, and the legionnaire is taught his 
rights and his duties with regard to the local 
population and authorities. 

The regiment fo llows local Moslem 
customs. The weekly day off is Friday, and 
local Moslem holidays are treated the same 
as the traditional Christian holidays. Not 
unlike most soldiers, a typical legionnaire 
just posted to Djibouti starts out by explor
ing the red light district - Zone 6 where all 
the Eritrean and Ogaden refugees hang out 
since the control at the entrance to the town 
was removed, and Zone 2 with its Afar and 
Issa prostitutes who chew kat (the Arabian 
answer to betel nut) in the darkness of 

Mountain rappelling : far-flung French 
interests defended by the Legion demand 
the legionnaire train for all climates and 
terrain. 

shady bars. A few brawls later on , the 
legionnaire establishes his HQ at the Fleche 
Rouge or at the Bar de la Lune, perhaps the 
Mic-Mac or the A uberge. At dawn , the 
muezzin's call to prayer recalls the legion
naires to their barracks. A new day is about 
to begin. 

Deployment 

The 13th DBLE belongs to a French 
garrison of some 5,000 men kept in place 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 33 



according to agreements signed with the 
new government at its independence . At 
that time, the companies of the 13th DBLE 
were spread out al l over the country, with 
bases at Oueah (Reconnaissa nce 
squadron) , at Dikhil (1st Company) , at 
Ali-Sabieh (3rd Company), and at Holl
Holl (4th Company). Nowadays the 
regiment is some 850 men strong, and is 
made up of a regimenta l HQ, a 
Headquarters Company which runs the 
regiment and also includes Milan antitank 
missiles , 120 and Simm mortar sections , 
and a security platoon for the HQ. The 
Recon Squadron is divided into four 
platoons with Sagaie armored 
cars , and is still based at 
Oueah . The 3rd 
Combat Company 
is d ivided into 
several specialized 
platoom; around a 
headquarters 
platoon with 81 mm 
mortars. There are in 
add ition reconnais
sance divers, a 
demolition platoon, and 
a snipers platoon. The 
2nd " Works" Company 
is equipped with public 
works vehicles and keeps 
up the Legion's tradition as 
soldier-builders, working for 
the beqefit of the whole of the 
French garrison and helping to 
maintain the infrastructure of the 
Republic of Djibouti. In addition, 
the regiment comprises an active 
military police and an air delivery platoon 
that takes care of drops to units in the field. 
Lastly, a rotating company from the 2nd 
REP reinforces the regiment. It is relieved 
every four months. 

As the shock unit of the French forces in 
Djibouti , the 13th DBLE maintains its 
mobility through its vehicle park Geep, 
trucks , armored cars), and through the help 
of army aviation and the air force (using 
Puma helicopters and Transall troop 
carriers). 

Field Soldiers 

Thoroughly a soldier, the legionnaire has 
no need of heavy logistical support. He 
must , however, adapt to the particular 
conditions of desert warfare. That's the job 
of the commando training camp at Arta 
Beach, open also to regular French units 
and the Djiboutian army. Here one will find 
all the activities necessary to such a mission 
- in addition to snakes, scorpions , sharks 
and venomous eels. 

Renewing the habits of the veterans of 
the Sallara, the companies of the 13th 
DBLE spend most of the year in the field. 
Frontier patrols and desert raids are the 
mission of the Recon squadron. Stays at the 
Arta Beach · commando base, marches 
along the salt flats of the Lake Assa! 
depression, platoon level commando raids , 
and according to specialties, urban combat 
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trammg and population control represent 
the major activities of the 3rd Combat 
Company. The reinforcing company from 
2nd REP regimental or inter-service 
maneuvers provide regimental support, 
allowing the legionnaires to train in full
scale conditions , very often with logistical 
support from the navy and air force and in 
cooperation with the Djiboutian army. 

Legionnaires here become once again the 
desert rat of Cyrenaica, Libya desert 
warfare having cha nged little s ince 

CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT TO RIGHT: An 
exceptional haul of weapons captured from 
insurgents by the 2nd REP in Kolwezi. 

The Legion has protected French interests 
in every clime from desert to jungle. Here in 
the rainy season in Cameroon an AMC 
armored car of the 1st REC bogs down in the 
mud, 1980. 

Legionnaires of the DLEM train in the 
"Glorious Islands' off Mayotte, the Comoro 
island that elected to st;;iy French. 

Legionnaires in Djiboutian desert train in 
ambush reaction. 

Montgomery's 8th Army. Thirst and 
sunstroke are st ill omnipresent when 
waiting in sandy foxholes or behind rock 
shelters , and the sun turns the interiors of 
the armored vehicles into absolute ovens. 
The worst is at Yobocki with its 160 
degrees at 1400. 

Adventure in French Guiana 

French Guiana, on the east coast of 
South America, was for a long time 
considered the " land of all fai lures." 

French 
Guiana today 
is at the heart 
of exploring 
the unknown, 
of discovery 
and 
adventure . 
Tropical for
est cove rs 
89% of the 
35,000 
square mi les 
of the territo
ry. This equa
torial forest is 
like others in 

the Amazon basin -
thick, hot and humid, 
mysterious and . dan
gerous, and full of a 
rich and varied fauna 
and flora. A patch
work of different 
tribes make up the 
population, largely 
concentrated in the 
three towns of the 

coastal strip; Cayenne, Kourou and Saint 
Laurent du Maroni. The only way to reach 
the· interior where the Indian tribes remain 
and where the H'mong community, 
refuge~s from Vietnam, are relocated, is 
via the network of rivers and streams. 

. These are waterways where the current can 
change direction over several miles with the 
whim of the tides . It is in this new land that 
the legionnaires of the 3rd REI resettled 
after leaving Madagascar in 1973. 

The 3rd REI is composed of some 700 
men, divided into an HQ, a headquarters 
company, a reconnaissance and support 
company and two combat companies. 
Periodically, a company from a regin1ent 
based in France rotates in reinforcement. 
Directly urider the general commanding the 
Antilles-Guiana sector, the ·3rd REI has six 
main missions: 

• Frontier surveillance on the Brazilian 
and Suriname borders. 

• River patrols 
• Protection of the Space Center at 

Kourou 
• Road and infrastructure maintenance 
• Humanitarian aid (refugees from 

Suriname) 
To fulfill these various missions, the 3rd 

REI is based at Kourou with the new 
European space installation, but also 
comprises several bases along the rivers. ln 
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Nearing the end of the "Street Without Joy" 
legionnaire in French Indochina pauses to 
reflect. Luger pistol typifies the WW II 
castoffs with which the Legion valiantly 
fought a losing war. 

particular are Saint Georges de L.:Oyapock, 
starting point of many river and jungle 
patrols, and the jungle training camp 
(CEFE) at Regina on the banks of 
Approuague. The regiment has an 
additional works base near the Ariane 
launching pad, between the Kourou and 
Sinnamary rivers, and a leave center on the 
old prison island of Saint Joseph (Iles du 
Salut , of "Papillon" fame). Highly 
specialized, the companies are constantly 
on the go, with never a pause. 

In addition to its administrative role, the 
headquarters company includes an 81 mm 
mortar platoon which comprises the 
regiments ' heavy weapons, and two 
landing craft, unique in a French regiment, 
which are crewed exclusively by 
legionnaires and resupply the river bases. 
In charge of the defense of the space center, 

Legionnaires armed with U.S .. 30 carbines, 
late in the Indochinese war, reflect the strain 
of combat in an unsupported, impossible 
war. 

the 2nd Company uses 2 ULMs for aerial 
surveillance around the launch pads. The 
3rd Company specializes in amphibious 
operations, keeps the regiment's dugout 
canoes and teaches the legionnaires how to 
avoid the pitfalls of river navigation. Recon 
and Support Company, created in 1986 
when the Public Works Company was 
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THE LEGION: HAMMER IN THE FORGE OF HISTORY 

From 10 March 1831 to May 1990 -
from the creation of the Foreign Legion to 
"Operation Shark" in Gabon - during 
160 years of wars and battles the Legion 
has made French - and world - history. 
From the time of their creation, the foreign 
regiments distinguished themselves in 
Algeria and Spain. In North Africa, against 
Abd-el-Kader, the Legion was up against 
a tenacious foe and at the same time built 
Sidi-Bel-Abbes, which became its "town: 

In 1835 the Legion was lent to Isabella 
II of Spain who was fighting Don Carlos in 
a particularly cruel civil war. It was during 
this period that the foreigners were amal
gamated into mixed companies, replacing 
the traditional battalions of Germans, 
Italians, Poles or Swiss. During the Sec
ond Empire (1851-1871) the Legion took 
part in Napoleon Ill's campaigns in the 
Crimea against the Russians, fought in 
Italy with Garibaldi, against the Austrians, 
and in Mexico where the 3rd Company of 
the Regiment Etranger (Foreign Legion) 
under the command of Captain Danjou 
immortalized the name of Camerone on 
30 April 1863, and finally in 1870 during 
the Franco-Prussian war. 

Under the 3rd Republic, the Legion 
took part in all French colonial expeditions 
and conquered an empire. In Algeria once 
more, then Dahomey and battles in the 
Amazon, Sudan, Madagascar, and the far 
east with the conquest of Tonkin and the 
siege of Tuyen Quang in 1885, and the 
Formosa expedition. Finally, in 1906, 
under the command of Lyautey, the 
pacification of Morocco and the creation 
of a protectorate. 

In 1914, war broke out in Europe. 
There were so many volunteers that the 
Legion created four regiments to send to 
the front. The numerous Americans were 
incorporated into the 2nd Regiment de 
Marche du 2nd Etranger (2nd Battalion of 
the 2nd foreign regiment). Among their 
ranks were Alan Seeger, Kenneth Weeks, 
Henry Farnsworth, and many others. In 
1916, several transferred to the air force 
to create the famous Lafayette squadron, 
while still being administrated by the 
Legion. Among these aviators were Kiffin 
Yates Rockwell , James Bach, Colin 
Chapman and the first American ace 
- Raoul Lufbery, who had 17 confirmed 
kills. 

In 1939, the Legion mobilized once 
again. This time it raised five regiments of 
volunteers and send two specialized regi
ments from Algeria, including the famous 
13th DBLE, which at Narvik began an 
incredible journey that took it to London, 
then to Cameroon, and rounding the cape 
of Good Hope, to Eritrea and Egypt, 
before making history once again in the 
ranks of the glorious. 8th British army at 
Bir Hakeim and El Alamein. In 1944, the 
regiment was in Italy, took part in the 

disbanded, is in charge of AA defense of 
the space center with its 20mrn cannons, 
and helps the local economy with its works 
platoon, used on several civilian work sites. 
Since 1985, the regiment has several times 
welcomed rotating companies from the 2nd 

landings in the south of France and in the 
final campaigns in Alsace and Germany, 
alongside the Regiment de Marche de la 
Legion Etranger (RMLE) and the 1st 
Regiment Etranger de Cavalerie (1 st 
REC), reformed in Morocco in 1943 with 
U.S. equipment. 

Then came the period which a portion 
of the public, under the influence of 
Marxist propaganda, has been condi
tioned to call the "dirty wars": Indochina 
and Algeria. Going against U.S. policy in 
Southeast Asia, France found herself 
alone in Indochina. After Korea, when the 
Americans finally woke up, it was too late 
- but not through the fault of the brave 
soldiers of the French Union. For 10 years 
180,000 poorly equipped troops held a 
territory encompassing Laos, Cambodia 
and all of Vietnam. 

During this war, along with the 1 st 
REC, 13th DBLE, 2nd REI, 3rd REI, 5th 
REI, in 1948 the Legion created the 
legendary 1st and 2nd BEP (Bataillon 
Etranger de Parachutistes - foreign 
parachute battalion). Very soon came the 
time for sacrifices and the bitterness of 
defeat - October 1950, at Cao-Bang 
and Colonial Road N4 (RC4), a few 
victories with de Lattre de Tassigny and 
with Salan. In February 1952, at Hoa:Binh 
and Operation Crocodile in the Rue sans 
joie (street without joy) in Central Annam; 
in 1953, the fortified camp of Na San, 
against which general Giap's Bo-Dois 
failed in futile assaults, the fortress of 
Luang Prabang and the Plain of Jarres. 
Then the terrible time: 20 November 
1953, with Operation Castor, and the first 
paratroopers jumped on Dien Bien Phu. 

After 170 days of siege, this ill-fated 
cauldron became the grave of the French 
paratroopers and of the Legion. On 7 May 
1954, as the survivors left for the horrific 
Viet Minh prison camps, the two BEP, 2nd 
battalion of the 13th DBLE, 2nd of the 3rd 
REI, 1st of the 2nd REI, and two compa
nies of heavy mortars had been destroyed 
in the fire. 

Algeria marked the end of the French 
Colonial epoch. After the Indochinese 
debacle, all Legion units returned to North 
Africa. The BEPs had been renamed as 
REPs (Regiment Etranger de Parachutis
tes). They would become the "firefight
ers· of Algeria. With their companions of 
the REls and the RECs, they launched 
hit-and-run raids, they participated in the 
battle of Algiers, and they won the fearful 
battle of the frontier along the Algerian
Tunisian barrier. Then, as independence 
became inevitable, the 1st REP commit
ted its soul to a hopeless rebellion. In 
October 1962, the 1st REP left its home at 
Sidi Bel Abbes, and reinstalled itself with 
its souvenirs and traditions at Aubagne, in 
the south of France. 

-PD. 

REP, 6th REG (Regiment Etranger de 
Genie - foreign engineer detachment), or 
2nd REI. 

Training Mission 

The jungle is the legionna ire 's 
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playground, where he is a true pioneer, and 
where he is often called ''the jungle 
fo rcer. " R\!cal li ng the lessons of 
lndodtina, training is based on the idea that 
to fight in the jungle, one must be able to 
move and survive in it. Carried out with 
specialized means, training is divided into 
two phases: 

Acclimation, knowledge of nature and 
wildlife, survival , orientat ion and 
movement; and jungle combat with its 
logistics and particularities. 

This training is carried out at the CEFE at 
Regina. by the specialists of the jungle 
platoon, under the command of an officer, 
usually a lieutenant or captain, and a 
graduate of the arduous Brazilian jungle 
school at Manaus. Regina is a course in 
suffering. Danger is everywhere: in the air 
from a sniper's bullet, or the hedgehog-ball 
booby trap with its sharp spikes, or in the 
water where the anaconda or crocodile 
waits, or on the trail - too good not to be 
studded with booby-traps and which you 
must parallel, 10 yards into the jungle, 
using a machete to make your trail. 
Tropical rain storms soak the men, rotting 
clothes, equipment and food, and making 
progress even harder on the muddy trails , 
over obstacles or the booby-trapped jungle 
assault courses. 

Des igned for professionals, CEFE 
welcomes soldiers of many nationalities, 
among which we find men from U.S. 
Marine Recon, SEALs, Dutch Marineers 
from Curacao, Canadian paratroopers and 
French Marine infantry units from the 
Antilles-Guiana sector. Based on a prior 
experience, each of these units is given a 
course adapted to its level. 

Thus Marine Recon or SEALs, who are 
frequent visitors, are each time confronted 
with new difficulties and unknown traps 
created in the fertile imagination of the 
instructors. Usually, the course finishes 
with a survi val raid that inc ludes 
constructing a clandestine base, 
approaching an objective, destroying it or 
launching an attack, and exfiltrating either 
by river by building improvised rafts , or by 
jungle, forcing a path with machetes as 
discretely as possible , to reach a 
predetermined spot where an LZ must be 
cleared for the hel icopter to be able to lift 
off the personnel. 

For the regiment, graduation is the 
"deep jungle" mission: anywhere from 
one month to 45 days in the heart of the 
forest, two or three miles per day by 
machete, with a pack weighing over 100 
pounds containing essential equipment for 
jungle survival. On top of all this, they add 
chain saws, fuel, explosives, foraging rifles 
and ammunition, first-aid kits , signal gear 
and, nowadays, an Argos beacon. The 
mission usually starts with a river phase in 
canoes, and then the jungle phase as far as 
the borders - or in search of lost trails of 
the Emerillon or Oyampis Indians. The 
return is usually to Saint Georges de 
l'Oyapock or at Saul, the old gold town of 
Guiana. 
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BELOW: Combat firing drill from a dugout 
canoe on the Kourou river, Guiana. 

INSETS FROM LEFT TO RIGHT:On one of 
history's most distasteful toxic waste 
disposal missions, the Legion was assigned 
the task of seeing Yasir Arafat and his PLA 
safely out of Beirut on the Greek ship 
Atlantis. 

Firing the FAMAS assault riflt( from a dugout 
canoe during training in Guiana. 

Legionnaires in Guiana jungle training 
practice assault from a dugout canoe. 

Having seen the PLA safely depart 
Lebanon, a unit of the 1st REC patrols 
Beyhum, Lebanon in June of 1983. 

From One Ocean to the Next 

Off the coast of Madagascar, as advance 
sentries in the Mozambique channel , lie the 
Comoro Islands. Anjouan, Moheli , Grand 
Comoro . . . and Mayotte which chose to 
remain French. It is here that the DLEM is 
installed, originating from a company of 
3rd REI that stayed behind in the Comoros 
when the regiment left Madagascar for 
Guiana in 1973. Today, the legionnaires of 
the DLEM maintain a French military 

presence in this remote zone of the Indian 
ocean. Essentially a logistical support 
detachment, capable of combat due to its 
high state of readiness, the DLEM takes 
care of the squadrons of the I st REC 
(Regiment Etranger de Cavalerie - foreign 
armored cavalry regiment) which take turns 
as rotating companies. The island is perfect 
for amphibious and jungle warfare training. 

ln the South Pacific a thousand miles 
west of Tahiti the Legion guards a bastion 
of modem military science. It is on 
Mururoa atoll that France maintains its 
nuc lear weapons test-site (CEP) so 
controversial to New Zealand, Greenpeace 
and its hidden partners. Like the rest of 

CEP, the 5th RE is based on the atoll. An 
interservice regiment, this unit has two 
main functions. Its engineer components 
are in charge of maintaining the living 
facilities on the atoll (buildings, fresh water 
plant, logistics, drilling the test wells); the 
operational side is entirely devoted to 
protecting the faci lities and the test site, 
watching over any movement when tests 
are in progress, protecting "dangerous" 
transfers and watching for radioactive 
fallout. 
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Fulfdling Their Combat Mission 

Formerly the uncontested turf of the 
colonial infantry (the Marsouins), Chad 
welcomed the Foreign Legion for the first 
time in 1969. In April of that year, a 
detachment of the 2nd REP was sent to Fort 
Lamy (now N'Djamena) . In September, 
the rest of the regiment, reinforced by a 
company from the I st REP, joined the 
initial force. Successfully using the 
techniques learned in Algeria, they 
searched for information and immediately 
exploited it with all available means 
(helicopters, vehicles, and even a cavalry 
squadron during the rainy season), the 

legionnaires wiping out the rebel bands in a 
few months, while at the same time 
dismantling FROLINAT (Front de 
Liberation Nationale) political 
organizations. In April 1971 , the 2nd REP 
was repatriated to its Corsican base at 
Calvi , mission accomplished . 

As the danger to Chad from a 
FROLINAT resurrected in Libya became 
imminent, in 1978 the French government 
launched "Operation Tacuad." This time it 
was the tum of the l st REC to distinguish 
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itself. Teams from the 2nd REP trained the 
Chadian national armed forces, FANT 
(Forces Annees Nationales Tchadiennes), 
and led them in combat until 1980. With 
other units committed along the 15th 
parallel, the Legion cavalrymen and 
paratroopers inflicted over 700 casualties 
and captured a hundred heavy weapons, a 
thousand rifles and nearly 80 desert 
vehicles. 

On 9 August 1983 , France once again 
came to the aid of N'Djamena, and 
launched a progressive defense against the 
rebels, this time openly supported by the 
Libyans. "Opertion Manta" was made up 
of nearly 3,000 men deployed in three task 

forces supported by a logistical base. The 
1st REC and the 2nd REP were once again 
present in the now-familiar role of 
surveillance and training. After the 
FANT's victories which finally brought a 
period of calm to this interminable war, 
France moved the "Red Line" forward to 
the 16th parallel and, at the same time 
modified its commitment. 

Continuing Commitment in Chad 

"Operation Epervier" began on JO 

February I 985. Essentially an aerial 
operation, it included a land force to protect 
the bases and their infrastructure. The I st 
REC and the 2nd REP were again part of 
the force, joined by the 2nd REI. For the 
three Legion regiments, it was like the 
" Desert des Tartares." Khadaffi seemed to 
have finally learned the lesson of 1983, but 
at the end of 1986, the pace again 
quickened . On 2 January 1987, the FANT 
of Hissen Habre, who had reinforced his 
position as the head of the Chadian 
government, initiated an offensive and 
recaptured the town of Fada. Wholly 
committed, the Legion was in charge of 
logistics, medical support, and operational 
intelligence. In March , FANT liberated 
Wadi-Doum and Faya-Largeau. The 
amount of captured equipment was 
amazing. 

However, surrounding the two towns 
were numerous minefields and quantities of 
unexploded ordnance . Luckily, the 
retreating Libyans did not have time to 
improvise booby traps. As the 17th RGP 
(Regiment de Genie Parachutiste -
airborne combat engineer regiment) was in 
Lebanon, it was the 6th REG that was sent 
to demine the dangerous areas . It was 
during a mine clearing operation around 
Faya-Largeau that this newly created 
regiment had its first casualty. 

The Palm Grove of Loyada 

At the beginning of 1976 , the situation in 
the French Territory of the Afars and Issas 
(now Djibouti) was tense. In Eritrea and the 
Ogaden desert, battles had raged since the 
fall of Haile Selassie and his replacement 
by the sinister Marxist, Mengistu. And the 
Somalis had their eye on the TFAI and its 
port of Djibouti. At this point, 2nd 
Company of the 2nd REP was reinforcing 
the 13th DBLE. It was in charge of the 
barrier at the entrance to the town of 
Djibouti, preventing the desert nomads 
from bringing weapons into town. On 3 
February, one could feel the tension in the 
air as legionnaires in their trucks patrolled 
the town to keep order - when suddenly 
the news broke: a school bus with 3 I 
children of French military families aboard 
had been taken hostage by terrorists and 
was headed for the frontier post of Loyada. 

The terrorists demanded total 
independence for Djibouti, the liberation of 
al l political prisoners, the return of all 
confiscated weapons, and the rapid 
evacuation of the French army. The Somali 
border was immediately closed. At noon , 
the bus was intercepted at the Loyada palm 
grove and a stalemate developed. As the 
children waited in terror, police snipers and 
the Legion moved into position , waiting for 
an opportunity to eliminate all the 
kidnappers. The recon squadron from the 
13th DBLE blocked the frontier and 2nd 
Company/2nd REP was ready for an 
assault. On 4 February, all the terrorists 
were in the sniper's sights. At 1500 an 

Continued on page 78 
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CIVIL WAR 
' 'WE are about to become a nation 

which, forced to choose be
tween a potential massacre and a long drive 
to work, chose the massacre." 

So wrote Montreal's The Gazette colum
nist Jack Todd on 28 August 1990. For all 
the hundreds of news reports I read, heard 
and watched since I first started covering 
this story on 23 July, Mr. Todd 's analysis 
strikes closer to the heart of the matter than 
anything else I've come across. 

What's it all about? If you' re one of the 
few American readers who've heard any
thing at all about Canada's civil war, you're 
a distinct minority. Press coverage on 
Canada's Mohawk Indian crisis in the 
United States has been nearly non-existent. 
When I first traveled up to Quebec in late 
July at the invitation of the Mohawks to 
hear their side of the story, I stopped over in 
Detroit to await my flight to Montreal. I 
asked six fellow travelers what they knew 
about the Mohawk situation up in Canada. 

The bottom line: "Haven't heard any
thing about it. " This 13 days after a major 
Surete du Quebec (Quebec Provincial Po
li~e or SQ) raid on a Mohawk barricade set 
up in the small town of Oka, about 18 miles 
west of Montreal , where one SQ officer 
was killed. This after two Mohawk Indian 
Reserves, Kanesatake and Kahnawake, had 
become armed enclaves, surrounded by 
hundreds of police. This, perhaps the 
greatest Canadian crisis since the Quebec 
separatist FLQ violence in the '70s. Yet no 
one had heard anything, or at least paid any 
attention to it. 

To put some of this in perspective, at 
least in terms of understanding the basics of 
the events which have unfolded during the 
six months from March through August 
1990, a brief chronology is in order here as 
is an understanding of the players involved. 

On one side stood perhaps 6,000-7 ,000 
members of the Mohawk Indian Nation, 
and in sympathy with them a large number 
of the estimated 2 million Indians spread 
out over Canada (and in some cases dipping 
down into the United States) as well as a 
goodly number of white Canadians. On the 
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other side were arrayed the Quebec provin
cial government headed by Premier Robert 
Bourassa and a plethora of provincial 
ministers and deputy ministers, with his 
paramilitary SQ. Allied in part with the 
premier were a large number of Quebecois 
- French-speaking Quebecans - at least 
those directly affected by the crisis. And 
further involved (after a large dose of 
silence) stood the Canadian national gov
ernment headed by Prime Minister Brian 
Mulroney, scores of government ministers 
and deputy ministers, the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP) and the Canadian 
Army. Add to all that a team of 24 
international observers, the Red Cross, a 
host of official and unofficial mediators/ 
negotiators, Canadian and international 
human rights organizations, the media (in 
droves: SOF's Contributing Editor for 
Unconventional Operations, Robert Mac
Kenzie, was the 700th-plus SQ-accredited 
journalist for what 's been termed the 
" Mohawk Crisis"), and a variety of church 
find relief organizations. 

Events, in a straightforward chronology, 
went something like this: 

• On 11 March, Mohawk Indians at 
Oka, a small weekend-retreat town some 
18 miles west of Montreal, set up an earth 
and log barricade across a dirt road adjoin
ing Highway 344. The barricade was set up 
in protest of a planned expansion of a 
9-hole golf course to 18 and the building of 
a private housing project. According to the 
Mohawks, this expansion would involve 
cutting down a pine forest that they claim is 
their ancestral land and would overrun the 
Pine Tree Cemetery where Mohawk people 
are buried two deep because of the shortage 
of land. 

During subsequent weeks, federal and 
Quebec provincial negotiators attempted to 
mediate the dispute. Oka Mayor Jean 
Ouellette and his town council took the 
matter to court, resulting in injunctions that 
required the Indians to remove their barri
cade. They did not, which led to: 

• 11 July, and an early morning attack by 
at least I 00 well-armed SQ officers on the 

Indian barricade, since transformed into 
fighting positions and reinforced by armed 
men from the Mohawk Warrior Society. In 
a short, sharp engagement in which CS gas, 
concussion and smoke grenades, and a 
variety of automatic and semiautomatic 
weapons and shotguns were employed, the 
SQ were forced to withdraw, leaving a 
number of their vehicles and a variety of 
equipment behind in the hands of the 
Indians. One SQ officer, 31-year-old Cor
poral Marcel Lemay, was killed. The SQ 
claimed that he was shot by an Indian; 
Mohawks claim that in the confusion of the 
attack, Cpl. Lemay either shot himself 
accidentally or was caught in the SQ's own 
crossfire. Both sides denied that they fired 
the first shots. Police stopped shipments of 
food and other supplies from entering the 
barricades. 

Immediately, Mohawks on the Kahna
wake Reserve, located directly south of the 
major metropolitan center of the Island of 
Montreal , sealed off the Mercier Bridge, 
the direct link between the South Shore 
across the St. Lawrence Seaway and 
western Montreal. Concurrently, they es
tablished barricades on a number of access 
roads leading through their Reserve, effec
tively cutting off normal road travel to and 
from the South Shore and Montreal. Mo
hawks acted in sympathy with those up in 
Oka, they said, and would blow up the 
Mercier Bridge if any further attacks were 
launched. 

Hundreds of SQ officers moved in to 
surround the barricaded sites at Oka and 

RIGHT: Mohawk Warriors at the site of their 
11 July battle with Quebec's Provincial 
Police. Their sign sums up one of the major 
issues that brought Canada to the brink of 
war. Photo: John Coleman 

INSET: Mohawk Indian burned in effigy at 
Chateauguay by hostile civilians. Signs 
reading "No Indians Allowed' appeared in 
many local stores, and vigilantes took up 
positions at each barricade site, blocking 
access in and out of the Kahnawake 
Reserve. Photo: Pono Presse 
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Kahnawake. Access in and out of the 
barricades was severely restricted by the 
SQ; complaints were lodged of harassment, 
and that food and medical supplies were not 
being allowed through police lines. 

• On 12 July Quebec Indian Affairs 

Tensions continued to rise on both sides of 
the barricades. RCMP officers moved in 
the help man the barricades. 

• During the period 8- 12 August, Prime 
Minister Brian Mulroney appointed a medi
ator to work on the Indian preconditions, 

but also said that he 
would make the army 
available to the Quebec 
government. Both sides 
agreed on the three pre
conditions , but angry 
mobs in Chliteauguay 
began a three-day rock 
and bottle throwing riot 
aimed against provincial 
police manning their side 
of the barricade. Indians 
attempting to leave either 
site were harassed and 
physically threatened. 

"We have to do it, because we are the court 
of last resort for law and order. We cannot 
fail, because we are all that's left." 
Tactical commander Brigadier General Ar
mand Roy stated that only the total disman
tling of all the barricades and " uncondi
tional surrender" by armed Mohawks 
would stop the military operation. He said 
he would maneuver his forces toward the 
barricades but re-emphasized that the Almy 
would not fire the first shot. 

Minister John Ciaccia· 
met with Mohawks at 
Oka with the aim of 
" restoring public 
order." Mohawks told 
him that a precondition 
for serious negotiations 
was that the SQ must be 
removed. Ciaccia report
edly said that if the Indi
ans put down their 
weapons and tore down 
the barricades, the po
lice would leave. Nei
ther side bought it - the 
first of many impasses. 
Canada's federal govern
ment stayed out of the 
dispute, saying it was a 
Mohawk/Quebec provin
cial matter. As time 
went on: 

Mohawk Indians -
armed with an array of 
weapons including semi
automatic AK-47-type 
assault rifles, FN FALs, 

Mohawks were armed with a variety of 
weapons ranging from sidearms to 
light machine guns. No one's sure 
where it all came from, probably 
different sources - legal and 
otherwise. Photo: Pono Presse 

•On 14 August, Chief 
of the Defense Staff Gen
eral John de Chastelain 
announced that the Que
bec provincial govern
ment had requested mili
tary assistance, and he 
moved approximately 
2,500 Almy troops in 
toward the Oka and 
Kahnawake areas. 

The Almy released a video tape showing 
aerial photos of Mohawk positions, an 
estimate of the Mohawks' fighting capabili
ties, and an estimate of the Mohawks' 
military arsenal. The video also showed the 
array of forces employed by the Canadian 
military against the Mohawks. Plans were 
announced to evacuate civilians from local 
towns. Mohawk spokespersons responded 
in a press conference: " Now that war is 
being forced upon us, we will tum our 
hearts and minds to war and it, too, we will 
wage with all of our might. " Indians from 
across Canada warned that an attack on the 
Mohawk Reserves at Kanesatake and 
Kahnawake would be viewed as an attack 
on all Indians in Canada. Demonstrators on 
the LaSalle (Montreal) side of the Mercier 
Bridge threw rocks and bricks at a convoy 
of 60 vehicles containing elderly Mo
hawks, women and children as they evacu
ated Kahnawake in the face of what they 
felt would be an imminent Almy attack. high-powered hunting rifles, shotguns, a 

variety of sidearms ranging from 9mm to 
. 357 to .45 , Ruger Mini-14s, RPK 
machineguns; possibly .50 caliber machine 
guns and sniping rifles; and possibly RPG-7 
and M72 antitank weapons; with a variety 
of Molotov cocktails and other homemade 
explosives; and a host of booby traps 
ranging from deadfalls to fish hooks strung 
in trees - continued to fortify their 
barricades by building bunkers, establish
ing tank traps, and setting up fighting 
trenches throughout the thickly wooded 
areas in the two enclaves at Kanesatake 
(Oka) and Kahnawake. 

Hostile crowds of local citizens, primar
ily from Chateauguay and who were most 
affected by the closure of the Mercier 
Bridge (what would normally be a 15- to 
30-minute commute from the South Shore 
to western Montreal - involving some 
70,000 vehicles daily - rapidly became a 
2- to 5-hour drive via numerous detours to 
the Champlain Bridge, the next nearest 
access), began staging angry and often
times violent demonstrations. Signs sprung 
up in many local stores proclaiming, "No 
Indians Allowed." Indians were burned in 
effigy. 

•On 21 July, formal negotiations broke 
off, but informal talks between Mohawk 
negotiators and government officials con
tinued - and generally went nowhere. 
Mohawks wanted free access of food and 
medicine across the barricades, free access 
of advisers, and a team of international 
observers to monitor the situation as pre
conditions to further discussions. Govern
ment wanted the barricades to come down. 
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• Over the three-day 
period of 17-20 August, Canadian Almy 
troops moved in to replace federal and 
provincial police forces on the barricades . 
Indians broke off talks because of the 
" provocative" move. Many believed the 
move was to intimidate the Mohawks; 
others said it was because the police had 
lost control of the situation. 

• 24-26 August 
showed no lessening of 
tensions, or substantive 
changes in strategy by 
either side. Almy forces 
pushed forward in prob
ing maneuvers to test 
the Indians' reactions. 
Indians reiterated their 
long-held position: 
"We will not fire the 
first shot , but if we are 
attacked, we will defend 
our land and our peo
ple. " 

Oka 

I stood under a graceful canopy of 
towering pine woods, listening to the 
silence. An occasional breath of humid air 
dri fted up from the Lake of Two 
Mountains, but the woods remained quiet, 

the breeze so slight that 
the thick undergrowth 
didn't rustle, the trees 
didn't brush each other. 

An occasional 
mosquito buzzed by, 
attracted by our 
presence, but they too 
moved slowly. It seemed 
the heat of the midday 
sun had everything 
moving at a torpid pace. 

• During a press con
ference on 28 August, 
Prime Minister Mu
lroney supported the po
sition taken by Quebec 
Premier Robert 
Bourassa - namely, 
that it was now a mili
tary-option situat ion: 
" The Canadian Forces 
will do their duty and 
the barricades will come 
down." General de 

Once the military moved in, there were 
frequent meetings between Mohawk 
Warriors and soldiers on the 
barricades, at both Oka and 
Kahnawake. In some cases the meet
ings were cordial, in others, bitter. 
Photo: Dave Pugliese 

My two companions 
and I leaned against the 
rough bark of a pine, 
smoking cigarettes, 
occasionally wiping off a 
bead of sweat that ran 
down the sides of our 
faces. I used the back of 
my hand. They used the 
bandanas that, a half
hour ago, had covered 
the lower parts of their 
faces. We'd been 
together for a couple of 
hours now, and they 

Chastelain had said he hoped that the 
barricades would come down peacefully 
but that they would come down because, 

seemed to realize that I 
wasn't out to compromise them, that 
perhaps I wasn't working for the other side, 
that I wasn't going to take their pictures 
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without at least asking pennission. 
I asked one of them, who went by the 

nom de guerre of "410," if I could take a 
look at his weapon. He looked at his 
companion, "Lasagna," shrugged, and 
handed it to me. I pulled the two 30-round 
magazines - taped back to back - out of 
the magazine well, jacked back the bolt to 
check for an empty chamber, then had a 
look down the barrel. It was spotless. So 
was the rest of the weapon. Light coat of 
oil, obviously well cared for. 

"Haven't had a chance to zero it, but I 
expect I'll hit what I aim at," 410 said 
casually, matter-of-factly. 

"Have you shot it so far?" I asked him, 
handing the weapon 
back. 

He pushed the 
magazine back into the 
well, giving it a light tug 
to ensure it seated 
properly. "Yeah. When 
the SQ attacked, I put 
some rounds over their 
heads. Hell, if I'd 
wanted to, I could've 
nailed a bunch of those 
bastards." 

brink of civil war, and as we moved quietly 
through the tranquility of that late July 
afternoon, I was following two young men 
who were prepared to wage it. 

"Look at this," 410 demanded, pointing 
at a bullet-scarred tree trunk. On one side a 
jagged gash exposed the bright white inner 
core of the pine. Two other holes, barely 
visible by themselves save the splintered 
bark from the impact of high-powered 
bullets, were lodged about 3 inches from 
each other, about waist high. 

''The SQ keeps saying that they fired 
over our heads, up into the tops of the trees. 
Bullshit!" We walked from tree to tree, and 
each time one of my two escorts would 

point out bullet holes, 
most impacting between 
the level of chest and 
knee. I counted some 25 
to 30 before giving up. 

Lasagna nodded his 
head up and down in 
agreement. "It was a 
real clusterfuck, man. 
Those guys were 
running around - shit, 
they were firing smoke 
grenades and gas at our 
women and children. 
They tried to pull some 

As a last resort, the Canadian army . 
was called in to replace provincial and 
federal police forces. They continually 
stressed that they would not be the 
ones to fire the first shots. Photo: Dave 
Pugliese 

" Now you go walk 
around and find any 
holes in the trees corning 
from our side. We took 
up positions back there in 
the woods," Lasagna 
pointed back toward the 
thick undergrowth 
choking the ground 
between the stands of 
pine, "and could've 
blasted the hell out of 
them, but we didn 't. Go 
find holes in the trees 
corning from us." The 
area of the battlefield 
was small, and it didn 't 
take me long to cover the 

kind of flank attack against us and were 
running into each other. They keep saying 
that we shot Lemay .. . " Lasagna shook his 
head in disgust, frustration evident in his 
voice and in his eyes. "We didn't shoot 
him. He either shot himself or one of his 
guys shot him. If we'd wanted to shoot 
those guys down it wouldn't have been any 
kind of problem." 

"Com'on, let me show you something." 

entire position. I had to admit that I didn't 
find any traces of outgoing fire. A single 
.223 round impacting into a 20-inch pine 
could be easy to miss, but not 15 or 20, 
or 50. 

We settled back down under the shade of 

one side and hundreds of armed SQ officers 
on the other. And some 20 miles away the 
same scenario was being played on a larger 
scale. Major vehicle and railway bridges 
had been barricaded off, with threats that 
both would be blown up and dropped into 
the St. Lawrence Seaway if there were any 
further attacks launched against Oka. Other 
barricades had been erected and manned 
with heavily armed Warriors on one side 
facing off SQ officers on the other. 

Why? I asked. I knew the town wanted to 
expand its golf course over land claimed by 
the Mohawks. I knew the courts had sided 
with the town's claim to the land. I knew 
the Mohawks had refused to take down 
their barricade. I knew that Oka town 
Mayor Jean Ouellette had requested SQ 
assistance in taking down the barricade. 
And I knew that the SQ attack had failed. 

But surely, I asked, all this wasn't over a 
golf course? Wars had started over less, I 
knew. People have kilied each other over 
religion, race, natural resources, arbitrary 
lines drawn on maps, real or imagined 
verbal slights, political and economic 
differences, nationalism, and the thousand 
and one other reasons man finds reasons to 
kill each other - land included - but a 
golf course? 

"It's not that," 410 said, resting against 
a tree, strain and tiredness etching his face 
and eyes. A mosquito landed on his knee 
and he slapped it, hard. The action seemed 
to jolt him, and a sense of intensity surfaced 
in his voice. "They've been taking our land 
for hundreds of years, and we get nothing 
for it. We've wanted to go our own way, 
but they [the government] want to wipe us 
out, make us 'good Canadians,' make us 
forget we're Indians so they don't have to 
deal with us. 

" They treat us like shit. The SQ harass 
us every time. We take our claims to the 
courts and they ignore us. When a white 

Lasagna and 410 picked up their weapons, 
both semi-autos imported from China by 
Norinco, and we headed back into the 
woods. I followed the two young men, both 
members of the Mohawk Warrior Society, 
as we toured the battleground of 11 July 
1990. As I studied them, I couldn't help but 
think I was following guerrilla fighters I'd 
seen in scores of other wars: dressed in 
camouflage, wearing military load-bearing 
equipment , chest webbing, AK-type 
weapons with 30-round banana magazines. 

But it wasn't El Salvador or Nicaragua, 
or Namibia or Mozambique, or any one of 
a hundred insurgencies that at any given 
time haunt and bloody the Third World. It 
was Canada, a First World country that's 
prided itself on peace and peace-making. A 
Canada that's prided itself on fair play for 
all , and the recognition of equality for all 
men, for all peoples everywhere. A Canada 
that deplores violence. 

a single tall pine. 
Not 300 meters 
away stood a 
barricade across 
Highway 344, 
composed mainly 
of four SQ 
vehicles captured 
by the Indians 
during the 
abortive 11 July 
attack, reinforced 
by a giant felled 
pine. Perhaps 500 
meters further 
down the 
highway stood a 
sandbagged SQ 

Mohawk position on their end of the Mercier Bridge. 
They had threatened to blow the bridge and drop ii 
into the St. Lawrence Seaway if there were further 
attacks. Photo: John Coleman 

man does 
something wrong 
he' II get a year in 
jail . When an 
Indian does the 
same thing he'll 
get five years . 
We're tired of all 
that. We've' tried 
to work with 
them, tried to get 
them to listen to 
us and deal with 
us as a nation 
because that 's 
what we are - a 
sovereign nation. 
But they treat us 

Yet is was a Canada that stood on the 
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outpost, manned by a dozen Surete du 
Quebec officers armed with automatic 
weapons and shotguns. Right behind them 
stood Oka: residential houses, restaurants, 
shops, boat docks - just a small lake resort 
town that suddenly found itself in the midst 
of a war zone. 

And further, all around Oka stood 
barricades manned by armed Indians on 

like shit, like dogs." 
There was fury in his voice now. He'd 

been on the barricade since day one and 
was tired, edgy, frustrated; years of 
frustration finally given voice as we sat 
under the living pines that had seen the 
coming of the Indian so many years ago and 
then the white man, and now again the 
Indian who spoke not so much of the sense 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 41 



of oneness - but of war. 
"We're protecting our nation, our 

people. We didn't attack anyone. Our 
fight's not with the Canadian people; we 
get along well with the whites who live 
around here and they get along well with 
us . Our fight's with the Canadian 
government. They attacked us. It's our 
right to fight back." 

"What will you do if the government 
rolls armor against your positions?" I 
asked. "You can't hold out against that." 
This was long before that option was to 
become a reality. 

Both Lasagna and 410 said the same 
thing: "We'll fight. We won't fire the first 
shots, but if they attack us, we'll fight. And 
if it comes to it, we'll die, but we won't die 
alone." 

Was it just two radical ''terrorists" or 
"bandits" or "criminals" - as various 
provincial and national government 
officials were to call them - speaking for 
themselves, perhaps hiding behind the 
guise of " the cause" to further an agenda 
others would say involved illegal gambling 
and smuggling interests? Or were their 
words true, were they representative of the 
hundreds of other men who had taken up 
arms - and the thousands who supported 
their actions - in defense of what they 
believed was a legitimate title to 
nationhood? 

The sun was dropping down against the 
tops of the pines as my escorts led me 
through the woods toward the "approved" 
ex.it for journalists. Not knowing any better 
earlier, I had walked straight up Highway 
344, through the SQ's position (and 
received an angry tirade in French which, 
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even though I don't speak the language, 
obviously meant that I was all kinds of a 
son-of-a-bitchin' journalist) and into the 
Mohawk barricade. The Mohawk on duty 
there Was surprised as hell; he'd said I was 
the first journalist to ever try it. 

As we headed toward the existing golf 
course and the dirt road that I was to follow 
out, we came across another fighting 
position they called the Hell Hole manned 
by four more Mohawks, all with bandanas 
covering their faces , all armed with a 
variety of weapons . We stopped to chat for 
a few minutes, and I put some of the same 
questions to them that I'd asked of Lasagna 
and 410. 

In essence: Why are you doing this? The 
answers were the same: We're fighting for 
our people, our land, our culture. One large 
Mohawk, anger burning in his eyes and his 
words, reached inside his four-wheel drive 
truck and pulled out a handful of expended 
ordnance. 

"Look at this. Tear gas, shotgun shells, 
.223 ammo. This is the shit the SQ attacked 
our women and children with. We weren't 
blocking the highway; we weren't attacking 
anybody." He threw his proof of war back 
into the truck and whirled to face me. "You 
fuckin' press people are making us out to be 
criminals, saying we started all this." He 
moved in closer. He had me by at least 50 
pounds, and there were five other 
Mohawks standing close by, all armed. I'd 
seen it before, the line people cross when 
they're ready to fight. I could see it in his 
eyes, read it in his face. This guy wanted 
me, maybe not personally, but because I 
represented a whole lot of things he 
didn't like. 

"You fucking better get it straight," he 
yelled, moving even closer until we were 
face to face . I figured if he threw a punch, 
or even a shove, I was going to nail him 
with my camera. It was no-win either way, 
but I'd be damned if I was going to roll 
over. 

"Hey, hey! Take it easy, man. This 
dude's OK. He's from Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine. He's an OK dude." 410 stepped 
in, not between us, but just off the side. It 
was like a layer of Valium suddenly floated 

down over everyone. My would
bt: adversary took a step back, and 
the tension in his face instantly 
vanished. He held up both his 
hands. 

"Sorry, man. I'm just gettin ' 
tired, that's all." It was the only 
time during the scores of hours I 
spent with the Mohawks on their 
numerous barricades, during all 
my trips behind their lines, that I 
ever felt threatened by them. Just 
the opposite, in fact. They always 
treated me well, perhaps because 
as an outsider they felt I had no axe 
to grind, and if I was not always 
totally sympathetic to their 

methodology, I was at least up-front and 
fair. And, of course, they wanted a 
sympathetic story from our magazine. But 
there was no way they could have stage
managed the friendliness and considerate 
behavior I saw at every barricade, in every 
meeting, during every chance encounter at 
Oka and Kahnawake. 

We shook hands all around, and I wished 
them good luck. They warned me not to try 
and cross back through the SQ barricades 
because they were particulary unfriendly 
when it cillne to the press. I'd noticed on 
my way in. They'd detain me, search me, 
question me, and probably confiscate my 
film. I didn't .know if that was true, but I 
found out later from other members of the 
press corps that it was - and in some cases 
worse. Fortunately, a young Indian was 
making his way down into Oka, and he 
agreed to guide me through the woods and 
past the SQ checkpoints. 

I took a last look back at 410 and the 
other Warriors as my guide and I started our 
way across the golf course to the woods on 
the other side. I wondered if I'd ever see 
them again. One way-er another I figured I 
would - perhaps another visit inside their 
barricade, or perhaps in a photograph, their 
lifeless bodies resting quietly atop the land 
they claimed was theirs, and that would 
finally claim them. 

Kahnawake: "We Can Offer Peace, or 
We Can Oller War." 

It was hot and humid in the upstairs 
conference room of the Mohawk Nation 
Council Office in the small town of 
Kahnawake on the Reserve of the same 
name. Downstairs was a flurry of activity 
with phones constantly ringing, typewriters 
clattering, FAXs incoming and outgoing, 
people in and out on various missions, a 
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few news hounds tying up traffic with their 
videocams, sound equipment and other bits 
of media baggage, Waiting for a press 

. conference scheduled a few hours later. I'd 
noticed on a wall when I'd first wa1ked in a 
computer-generated printout that read, "I 
know I would not venture to treat them as 
subjects ... I believe they would on such an 
attempt very soon resolve to cut our throats. 
(1772)." It gave me the idea that these 
Mohawks were pretty damned serious 
about what they were doing. 

Upstairs, four of us sat around a 
conference table. Numbers would vacy 
during the six hours I interviewed the men 
who obviously called the shots; some 
would drift in and stay a few minutes, just 
listening, then drift out again. A few would 
stay, adding their· comments. Some wore 
sidearms, others carried hand·held radios. 
Cigarettes burned continuously. The one 
open window gave an illusion of fresh air, 
but that's all it was. My tape recorder 
slowly rolled, and my notebooks quickly 
filled. There'd been an initial problem with 
me recording the session, but I'd put it to 
them: "Look, you guys have things you 
want to say, and I want to get it right. If 
something comes up you don't want 
recorded, let me know and I'll shut it off." 

The others deferred to one, a soft-spoken 
man wearing a baseball cap. He nodded 
assent. My recorder ran for four hours, 
until I'd run out of tapes. 

It would take every page in this magaZine 
to recount our conversations of that 
afternoon in detail. In acceptable, 
mainstream journalistic tradition . I could 
pull out selected quotes from the 55 pages 
of transcripts sitting in front of me, or from 
the two full reporter's notebooks of notes 
and quotes. But it would not do those men 
justice. No single quote or even a series of 
dozens could aptly convey the messages 
they were trying to impart to me, an 
outsider, because their messages were all 
interrelated: a comment on one subject was 
integral to another, which in turn wove 
itself throughout a historical process, which 
in turn linked a tortuous path from past to 
present, from generation to generation of 
both white man and Indian and the 
problems both faced. 

It was an afternoon of men airing 
grievances, bitterness and frustrations that 
for years had been buried deeply by their 
people - but had simmered. And with 
each succeeding generation tension had 
grown. Their voice had not been heard by 
the government, they told me. They had 
been ignored; not even considered to be 
second-class citizens. The government was 
trying to strip them of everything they held 
of value. They had been pushed and pushed 
and had given and given. Now, they said, 
they would be pushed no more. Never 
again. 

Recognition as an independent, 
sovereign nation. Reclamation of or 
compensation for lands illegally taken from 
them. The end of "cultural genocide" 
- the assimilation of Indians into white 
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Canadian society. These were their 
demands. They would accept nothing less. 
They would talk, they would negotiate in 
good faith. But they wanted their society 
back. They would wa1k side-by-side with 
the white man, but they would not wa1k 
behind him. They echoed what the 
Mohawks behind the barricades at Oka had 
told me: "Our fight is not with the 
Canadian people. Government is where the 
trouble· starts. Always with. the 
government, with the· nameless, faceless 
politicians who sit in a chair and make the 
decisions for the people. A mockery of 
democracy. This is where the trouble lies 
all the time." 

"We will not fire the first shots. We will 
not attack anyone unless we are attacked 
first. We will defend our people, our 
nation. It's our right." 

"We can offer peace, or we can offer 
war." 

Cbfileauguay 

"I feel sympathy for the Indians," the 
RCMP officer at the Chateauguay 
barricade on Highway 138 told me the next 
day. He'd been called in from Toronto the 
day before, to help relieve the SQ who had 
been on duty the previous 16 days. Perltaps 
300 or 400 meters up the road stood the 
Mohawk barricade where. I'd stood 
yesterday, taking pictures and ta1king with 
the Warriors on duty, looking down at the 
police lines. Now I was on the other side. It 
was a strange feeling. 

''Our job is to stay between them," he 
said, pointing down toward the Mohawk 
lines, "and the locals." Around us stood 
about 30 gawkers, some with binoculars 
and cameras, a few speaking excitedly in 
French with the remaining SQ officers. 
Only a thin, yellow police-cordon tape 
stood between us, a pair of sandbagged 
police bunkers. 30 meters away, and the 
Mohawks just up the road. And the rule of, 
and hopefully respect for, law and order. 
The locals were getting more angry as each 
day passed. Their easy commute through 
the Kahnawake Reserve and across the 
Mercier Bridge into the western end of the 
Island of Montreal had suddenly become a 
daily battle of clogged side roads, massive 
traffic jams, and delays of up to four or five 
hours. Since the Indians couldn't be had 
- they were, after all, behind barricades 
and heavily armed to boot - the next best 
target for their frustrations were the police, 
both SQ and RCMP. 

"It'll get worse tonight. A lot more of 
them will come down here, especially since 
it's Friday night. A .lot of 'em will be 
drinking, too." He suddenly seemed to 
remember that he was ta1king with a 
member of the press; the professional, 
detached, public-servant manner returned. 

"I basically know as much about the 
situation as you do, from what I've read in 
the press. Our job is to keep the peace here, 
make sure nobody gets hurt." 

What happens, I asked him, if somebody 
fires a bullet from either side and a civilian 

gets hurt? 
"Then we go in." 

Mercier Bridge 

The Sfirere du Quebec officers standing 
under the Montreal side of the Mercier 
Bridge weren't too eager to talk with me, 
even though I had my accreditation badge 
from their office. Grudgingly, they said I 
could take some photos. I wandered 
around, snapping flicks of their bunker, of 
the vehicle and railway bridges blocked on 
the other end by the Mohawks. They 
seemed to get used to me after awhile, and 
we started exchanging a few words. 

"I've heard that the Mohawks have 
wired the bridges with explosives. 
Anybody check that out?" I asked one 
young SQ officer, his fair skin burned pink 
from the sun. 

"We've heard that rumor." He 
shrugged, his French accent heavy. "We 
hear sounds of metal being cut on the other 
side each night, and see some spades at 
times. But we don't know what they're 
doing. They've pulled up some rails on the 
bridge, .. " He let it trail off. He too seemed 
tired, edgy, frustrated - a young cop stuck 
in a situation he didn't understand. 

"You guys having any problems with 
the local citizens here? They giving you any 
trouble?" 

He tugged at his reddish-brown 
moustache, giving himself a second or two 
to think that one out. "No, not really. At 
least so far. They want to know why we 
don't go across and o~n the bridge, but 
that's not our decision to make, you 
know?" 

"How would you handle it if it was your 
decision?" I really didn't think he'd answer 
that one. Even though he wasn't wearing a 
name tag, and there.really wasn't any way 
to identify him, it was the kind of question 
police officers usually refer to their 
superiors, who in turn keep bucking it up 
the chain of command until you finally get 
a "no comment" from some PR type. 

But he did, at least to a degree. "Those 
people are breaking the law, and that's it. 
Quebec - Canada - can't let that go by. 
Our laws are for all the pe<>ple; you can't 
have some who say 'no, we won't obey the 
law.' I feel sympathy for the Indians; they 
haven't been treated well in many things." 
It was much the same thing the RCMP 
officer across the river had told me just 
hours earlier. "But how do we·do it? We're 
not trained for this kind of thing. We 
haven't had to do anything Lke this for 150 
years." 

"Do you think they ought to send the 
army in?" 

The young officer, surrounded by forces 
and events that no one in Canada seemed to 
understand, just shrugged again. ''That's 
not my decision." 

Stalemate 

That was to be the end of my story. A 
stalemate. Indians who wanted a separate 
nation, land, and the right to exist as a 
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distinct culture versus a provincial and 
national government which, in the way all 
governments must strive to maintain the 
rule of order if the society is to survive, 
were not prepared to effectively deal with 
this sort of crisis. Few First-World Western 
countries are. Had this sort of situation 
happened in the Eastern Europe of a few 
years ago , internal 
security forces would 
have rolled in and there 
would be broken heads 
and dead bodies and the 
situation would have 
been wrapped up in a 
matter of hours. If it 
happened in certain 
African , Central or 
South American 
countries today, the 
same thing would take 
place. 

Still others felt they fell somewhere in 
between. 

I decided not to decide. I felt a 
tremendous sympathy for their causes. So, 
too, did a majority of Canadians. If their 
extremely long and comprehensive list of 
grievances were only partially true, they 
had every right to say, "We will not be 

It was mid-morning, Monday, 27 August, 
the 48th day of siege. Armored personnel 
carriers were sitting off to our left and right, 
troops wearing berets sitting in the track 
commander's hatch behind .50 caliber 
Browning HB M2 machine guns, which 
were pointed generally northward 
toward the Kahnawake Reserve. 

' 'We were on 
maneuvers for a 
month and a half, just 
get back into barracks, 
the troops are heading 
out on leave, and we 
get called into this." 
He stood with his arms 
folded , dressed in 
battle kit, facing 
toward the Mohawk 
barricade about a half
mile up Highway 207, 
the southern access 
road into the Reserve. 
"But they're handling 
it well. They're good 
soldiers." 

That was our 
assessment too. 

But it was Canada, 
and no one knew how 
to handle it. Canadians 
were not head beaters. 
They were peace
makers. But the 
mammoth complex
ities of soveriegnty, 
"aboriginal rights" (as 
it 's termed in Canada), 
land claims, the idea of 
separate and distinct 
societies - all of which 
had been brewing for 
hundreds of years -
were brought to a head 
on 11 July when the SQ 
stormed the Mohawk 
barricade at Oka. It's 

Troops atop their Cougar fire support vehicle, with its 76mm gun. Mohawks eventually 
faced everything from the threat of tanks to TOWs to air power. Photo: Dave Pugliese 

MacKenzie and I had 
spent the previous day 
up at Oka, talking wjth 
some of the Canadian 
military up there about 
the situation they 
faced. A few days 
earlier, the Army had 
pushed up closer to the 
Mohawk positions by 
a kilometer and a half, 
a move designed to 

unclear as [ write this 
who gave the actual order to send in the SQ. 
It now doesn't really matter, because it 
became the flashpoint , the beginnings of a 
civil war in which one segment of the 
society took up arms against the other. 

Why? 

What fo llowed was a litany of 
accusations. To some, both white and 
Indian , the Warriors were terrorists , 
criminals, bandits; fighting to defend 
lucrative gambling interests and highly 
profitable cigarette/drug/gun smuggling 
enterprises; that, because they were armed, 
they were holding other Mohawks on the 
two Reserves hostage; that many of the 
Warriors were outside agitators and not 
Indians at all; that the Warriors did not 
represent - at all - the aspirations of the 
Mohawk peoples. That, in essence, they 
were thugs. 

To many others, both white and Indian, 
the Warriors were the legitimate armed 
force of a sovereign nation, who had taken 
up arms in defense of their country, their 
families, their homes; in a sense the citizen 
militia called to arms. They had been 
attacked by hostile forces, and were simply 
responding as resolute men of will felt they 
should. 
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pushed any further. " Yet their decision to 
resort to force of anns left me cold, left me 
with visions of dead and dying and maimed 
men on the battlefields of Vietnam and 
Rhodesia, where ideologies clashed and 
ideas of a better future died along with the 
best of their generation. It didn't have to 
happen that way. 

But I could also see their demands 
through the eyes of the provincial and 
national governments, and that vision was 
clear: they could not accede to the demands 
of an armed minority. They could not allow 
this as a precedent. They could not be 
intimidated. They could not abrogate their 
responsibility as leaders of their province 
and their country. The armed Indians 
would have to be disarmed - somehow, at 
some time - and the barricades would 
have to come down. 

How that was to be accomplished was 
unclear when I left Montreal at the end of 
July. It became much clearer when the 
Army was called in to take up positions 
around Oka and Kahnawake. 

The Army 

"My troops are pretty pissed off," the 
Canadian Army major told Bob MacKenzie 
and me as we leaned against our rental car. 

improve its tactical 
position - and to 

assess Warrior reaction to such a move. It 
had ended with a face-to-face confrontation 
between the Army lieutenant colonel and a 
Mohawk Warrior, bandana covering the 
lower part of his face. Push any further, the 
Warrior told the Army, and ' 'we will start 
to bury each other." " We won't be the first 
ones to fire," the Army commander had 
responded. The Army won that one; they 
kept their new positions. But the tension 
level was upped another couple of notches. 

As it was everywhere. Local citizens on 
both sides of the St. Lawrence Seaway 
were rioting against the police. Police were 
attacking back. Journalists were being 
roughed up and beaten by the same crowds 
as were some of the international 
observers. Angry mobs were turning back 
vehicles carrying food and other supplies 
destined for the Reserves. Indians trying to 
leave the Reserves were met by crowds 
armed with baseball bats and nail-studded 
boards. Even a few Army vehicles were 
attacked by mobs, jostled around, tail lights 
smashed out. Indians across Canada were 
threatening war if the Army attacked the 
Mohawks. Talks were on again, off again, 
each side accusing the other of negotiating 
in bad faith. 

But it was relatively quiet that Monday 
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morning on Highway 207. Bob and I had 
been accosted by a nail-studded-board
wielding local, trying to tum us back as we 
turned onto 207. "Go talk to that Army 
lieutenant there if you've 
got a problem," Mac
Kenzie ordered him . 
"We've got permission to 
go through to Army lines." 
After a confab between the 
nail man, the Sfirete du 
Quebec officers, and the 
Army, we were let 
through . Getting back out 
again might be a bit more 
of a problem , and it 
definitely was, but we had 
a more immediate situation 
to face. 

"What'll you do if they drop back into 
the woods, decide to go with a hit-and-run 
style of fighting?" 

"We' ll clear them out," he responded. 

political leaders. Easy words to say when 
you're not on the firing line, with your men 
standing face to face against other men who 
had publicly stated that they were ready to 

die rather than surrender. 
Just how do you describe 
" minimum force" to this 
major when he could, within 
an hour or a day hence, have 
two M 113 APCs and their 
crews burning like roman 
candles, two dozen troopers 
dead or wounded , and sniper 
fire popping around his 
head? 

My contacts behind the 
Mohawk barricades had 
assured us that we could 
come through their lines 
that morning. It was set up 
for 1000. Unfortunately, 
the Mohawks on that 
particular barricade hadn't 
gotten the word. For
tunately, they had a pretty 
good communications set-

"410" (left) and "Lasagna· point 
out impact points of rounds they 
say were fired by SOrete du 
Quebec officers during their 
abortive raid on the Oka Mohawk 
barricade on 11 July. 

Chinese-made, AK-type semi
auto, imported by Norinco. Some 
of the Warriors' weapons, 
including semi-autos like this, 
could be purchased legally in 
Canada with the appropriate 
paperwork. Others no doubt came 
from the United States. Still others 

If it came to that, he 'd use 
every damned weapon at his 
disposal. Artillery, tanks, air 
power; gas and HE and 
incendiary - he 'd use it all. 
He knew it , we knew it. To 
think anything else would 
mean he knew little of 
soldiering, cared little for his 
soldiers, that Canada had 
wasted a lot of time and 
money in training this man 
on how to do his job. But we 
had no doubts whatsoever Photos: John Coleman came from as yet undetermined 

up with their own head-
quarters, but it still took the 
better part of an hour to get 
approval . 

sources. about this major's abilities as 
a soldier and a commander. 
He'd do what he had to do . 
Not with any joy, certainly 
with a deep sadness if death 
became the answer to this 
crisis . But he'd do it. 

"Let me or my platoon 
commander know if you see 
anything interesting over 
there," the major said once 
word came across that we 

We chatted with the 
major in the meantime. He 
- quite wisely - would
n't divulge much of his 
tactical plan for taking the 
barricades (there were two) 
in his sector of operations, 
but did admit to some 
"prob ing " operations. 
Nothing to force a con
frontation, he told us, but 
enough to check out what 
he was up against. 

Warriors harass police with mirrors 
although one officer on the 
Chateauguay/ Highway 138 
barricade said, "It doesnt work. All 
we do is shift our binoculars a bit.· 
Much of "war" at both enclaves 
was psychological. 

Mohawk Warriors on the 
Kahnasake Reserve face off 
Quebec Provincial Police officers, 
stationed at the Chateauguay 
barricade a few hundred meters 
down Highway 138. 

were cleared to pass through 
Mohawk lines. 'Tm not 
worried about their bangs 
and booms; I want to know if 
they have any tank or vehicle 
traps along the sides of the 

" Really , the only 
problem that faces me now 
is if I send in my APCs 
buttoned up or with the commanders up and 
behind the .50s. They'd be the first people 
I'd shoot for if I were on the other side, 
prime sniper targets." 

"The Indians have told me repeatedly 
that they won't try to hold the barricades if 
you roll in on them," I mentioned. They 
had , in fact, told me time and again that 
they'd fade into the woods and initiate a 
guerrilla-style war if their hold on the 
barricades was threatened. Some at least 
had Vietnam experience behind them, and 
they knew the terrain. It would be a bitch to 
flush them out; the thick woods and 
swampy ground of Kahnawake would 
necessarily channel the Army's armor 
along established roads and trails, making it 
necessary to dismount the infantry to clear 
the area of operations . If, as some Warriors 
had indicated to me, they had anti-armor 
weapons, the major's APCs could become 
prime targets if they stayed on the roads. 
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"Section battle dri lls?" MacKenzie 
asked, referring to standard infantry small
unit tactics for engaging an enemy force. 

"Something like that. " We were all 
quiet for a minute or so, each one of us 
reflecting on the scenario of well-trained 
but untested Canadian troopers trying to 
clear thick woods, quite possibly booby
trapped, of determined men armed with a 
variety of weapons ranging from pistols to 
shotguns to assault-type rifles to light 
machine guns. 

It was the major who broke the silence . 
"Those are our people in there. We don't 
want to fight them; it doesn 't have to 
happen. But we are soldiers, and we've 
been given a mission. We' ll use the least 
force we have to, and we won't fire the first 
shots. But I will protect my soldiers ... " 
There was iron in those last words. I'd 
heard the words "minimum force" used 
over and over by senior military men and 

barricades. " 
We told him we would. 

I'd been up front with both 
sides since my first visit. I decided early on 
that my purpose was to analyze the 
situation from a purely military standpoint, 
and went public on numerous occasions, 
telling exactly what I'd seen and heard on 
both sides of the barricades. I figured that if 
both sides knew what they were facing in 
terms of military operations, then perhaps 
they'd be less likely to start throwing 
bullets at each other. In some ways, 
perhaps, I was used, but at least I was an 
impartial conduit of information , and with 
21-years' experience in things military, 
could provide a fairly accurate assessment 
of the tactical situation. Who knows if 
anyone decided to listen. 

Guerrilla War 

" The situation really hasn 't changed all 
that much," "Omega," my prime contact, 
told us as we sat once again in the 
conference room of the Nation Council 
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Office. "There are still talks, negotiations. 
But. .. " He looked tired, strained, perhaps 
a man nearing the end of his tether. 

"You 'II still fight?" 
"You know our position, John. We've 

tried to work with the government in good 
faith. Now it's provocation after 
provocation. The Army's trying to get us to 
shoot, first so they'll have an excuse to 
attack." 

"Wtll you stick to your plan - guerrilla 
warfare, taking the war into· the cities, if it 
comes to it?" 

"That's already prepared," another 
Warrior at the table said. He had started to 
bring that subject up earlier, but had been 
silenced by a sharp look from yet another 
Warrior who stood in the doorway, 
portable radio crackling in his hand. Yet it 
was something I'd discussed at length with 
scores of Mohawks on both Reserves: If 
they were attacked they'd start a guerrilla 
war, and take that war to Canada. Power, 
water, transportation, communications; 
maybe they'd hit 'em tomorrow, or maybe 
six months from now. There'd be no way 
Canada could defend itself from it, they 
said. From a purely military standpoint, I 
had to agree. 

''If the government thinks these guys are 
'terrorists' now," Bob MacKenzie 
mentioned later, "just wait and s~ what 
happens if they decide to start blowing 
bridges." He'd seen a lot of it during his 15 
years fighting against terrorists in southern 
Africa, and knew exactly what a small, 
hardcore, well-trained cadre could do 
against a government's infrastructure. 

Neither of us vieY.(ed these Mohawks as 
"terrorists," a political term applicable 
only to a certain point of view: One man's 
terrorist is another man's freedom fighter. 
We, in fact, didn't label them as anything 
because we weren't involved other than as 
military analysts, assessing their actual 
military capabilities against their claims of 
same. 

Could they take their war underground? 
Yes. The government couldn't arrest every 
Mohawk, or every other Indian and white 
sympathizer across Canada, it suspected of 
"terrorism." Yet would such a war be 
self-defeating? Would the Mohawks 
delegitimatize their many valid claims and 
grievences if they started attacking the 
mainstream of a society that, as a whole, 
sympathized with them? Yes. And 
absolutely yes. As we understand the word 
terrorist today, they would duly receive that 
label nationally and internationally. Their 
future support would henceforth come from 
places such as Libya and Iraq, Syria and 
Cuba. They would become pariahs, their 
historical grievences and legitimate claims 
forever lost in the wreckage of a car bomb, 
or amidst the tears as each side buried its 
dead, day after day, week after week. 

"I'm Gonna Die Tomorrow" 

"We're on red alert and no, no one's 
evacuating," the young Mohawk woman 
said into the phone. "Look, I've got to 
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go." Men, some armed with pistols, many 
with the ubiquitous hand-held radios, and 
women rushed in and out of the Council 
Office. We'd all just heard an 
announcement on TV that the Army was 
going to dismantle the barricades, one way 
or another. Again, it was "We will not fire 
the first shots." A short while later, at a 
hastily called press conference at 1730 that 
afternoon, Mohawk spokespersons 
reiterated their position: "We will wage 
war with all our might," if they were 
attacked, but they too would not fire the 
first shots. 

"Somebody's going to fire a first shot 
sooner or later," I said to MacKenzie. He 
agreed. 

The press corps, which had mainly 
traveled across the St. Lawrence by boat 
(one of the few relatively safe and 
accessible routes into the Kahnawake 
Reserve from the Montreal area), rolled 
their cameras, took their shots, recorded it 
all, then took off again by boat to make the 
evening news. 

Daylight was starting to fade, and Bob 

It would make a helluva 
story to be on the 

receiving end of the 
Canadian army attack 

........ there was little 
doubt in any Mohawk's 

mind that it was 
coming, and probably 

that night. 

and I figured it was time to make our way 
out, too. It would make a helluva story to 
be on the receiving end of the Canadian 
army attack - there was little doubt in any 
Mohawk's mind that it was coming, and 
probably that night - but we were fairly 
certain that the tactical commander would 
hold off, at least until first light. Night 
attacks against fortified and well-defended 
positions are the toughest of all military 
operations to carry out, even with 
experienced and battle-tested troops. And, 
considering that the ·Army was severely 
restricted in its application of force -
namely, they couldn't prep the place with 
artillery and other indirect and direct HE 
fires - as well as the fact that no one really 
did want to fire the first shots, we figured 
we'd make our way out and see what was 
happening on the other side of the fence. 

It didn't quite happen that way. 
Highway 207, our access route in earlier 

that day, was now firmly blocked off by the 
Mohawks. They'd moved a great big 
bloody bus in between huge mounds of dirt, 
and fortified it with railroad ties. 

"We've had orders to seal the road off," 
the Warriors on the barricade told us. ''The 
Army's coming in. You'll have to find 

another way out." They were friendly, 
keyed up certainly, but laughing and joking 
about the situation. 

"We're gonna WHOOP! some ass when 
those fuckers come in here!" 

"Hey, we got a couple of spare Mini-
14s. Why don't you guys hang around?"· 

"Got any women stashed in your car?" 
But it was serious, too. Some of those 

guys, standing atop their barricade and 
looking out over the few hundred meters to 
the Army's Lynx recon vehicles and 
Cougar and Ml 13 APCs, sitting quietly 
poised to throw a great deal of death their 
way, felt this would be their last night. 

"I'm gonna die tomorrow," a young 
fellow, perhaps no more than 17 or 18 years 
old, said as we both stood by the bus. He 
said it quietly, more to himself. Mosquitoes 
hummed through the fading light. Car 
horns and yells in French from the civilian 
vigilantes on the other side of the Army and 
SQ positions echoed around us. "But I'll 
take some of those bastards with me. That's 
a promise." 

On a large table just behind us other 
Warriors were busily cleaning weapons, 
checking magazines. Talk was subdued. 
Everyone seemed acutely conscious of 
noise security. Details were worked out as 
to who would man the left and right flanks 
of the position during the . night. Other 
vehicles pulled up behind us, and groups of 
two and three men joined the position until 
there were 25 or so, at least that we could 
see. There may have been more already out 
on the flanks. 

A few young women also drove up, and 
talked softly with some of the men. Again 
I heard: "I'll probably die tomorrow" from 
another Warrior. Forcefully, with steadfast 
conviction: "No you won't," from one of 
the women. 

Bob and I had both seen it before, in 
other places, in other wars. These men, at 
least some of them, felt the cold spectre of 
the unknown growing larger with each 
passing moment. Their lives had changed 
abruptly weeks earlier when they manned 
these barricades, but in the intervening days 
life had again taken on a reality of the 
known: the sun would rise and set, and life, 
such as it was on a barricade, would 
continue. Now, within minutes perhaps, or 
hours, life would again become an 
unknown. Perhaps forever. 

"Good luck to all you guys," Bob and I 
told them, and we meant it seriously. They 
seemed good people. Not psychos or 
bandits or criminals as far as we'd been 
able to tell. It wasn't for us to decide if what 
they were doing was right or wrong. They 
felt they were right, and on that warm, 
humid Canadian evening, that's all that 
really mattered. 

The Barricades 

About three hours later, MacKenzie and 
I finally made it out of the Kahnawake 
Reserve. When the Mohawks went on red 
alert, they immediately beefed up all their 
barricades to the point that it was 
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impossible for vehicle traffic to move in or 
out. I tried to think up some sort of story I 
couid tell Thrifty Rent-A-Car in the event 
we had to leave our car behind and travel 
through the lines on foot: "Say, we're 
behind the Indian barricades here at 
Kahanwake, the Canadian Army's ready to 
attack, we're surrounded by armed 
Mohawks, and your car's broken down. 
Can you come get 
it?" MacKenzie 
didn't think they'd 
buy it. I wondered 
how our business 
manager at the 
magazine would 
react to a $10,000 
bill from Thrifty 
Rent-a-Car for one 
Dodge Shadow, de
stroyed. 

MacKenzie and I had told them what we 
felt the outcome would be in terms that oniy 
blooded combat soldiers could: what it felt 
like to have bullets crash into your body, 
the effect of watching your buddy literally 
get his arm blown off. We had made them 
think hard, I believe, about what 
tomorrow, and the tomorrow after that, 
might bring for them and their people. That 

was all we could 
do. 

There were still a 
few suggestions 
that we stay and 
fight with them and 
a couple were half 
serious. But it 
wasn't our fight, 
and in their heart, 
they knew that. 

The Mob 
We drove from 

site to site as night 
started to settle in 
earnest, asking if 
there was any way 
out for us - and 
our car. Sorry, we 

Mohawk Warrior at the Chateauguay barricade 
takes a happy snap of Canadian Army trooper on 
watch in his M113 with .50 caliber M2 HB. The 
Mohawk crisis was a situation that no one in 
Canada seemed able to resolve - without the 
use of force. Photo: Dave Pugliese 

Army spotlights 
cut through the 
night and blinded 
us as we slowly 
drove down 207 

were told, but: 
"Hey! Soldier of Fortune Magazine! 

You guys coming to fight with us?" 
"Take our pictures, man! You gonna put 

us on the cover?" 
"You been to the other barricades? 

Yeah? Where the hell are all these antitank 
weapons we're supposed to have?" 

"Whatta ya think the Army's gonna do 
tonight?" 

At each barricade, each position, we 
were hit with dozens of questions. Men, 
mostly in their early to late 20s, were 
dressed in camouflage, wearing load 
bearing equipment, black carnmo cream on 
their faces and arms, carrying a variety of 
weapons. We told them what we knew: that 
the political situation hadn't changed, that 
Quebec and Canada were still going for the 
military option. We told them that the 
Army was geared up, that they were 
prepared to fight if it came to it, but we 
didn 't think they'd come in that night. 
Maybe some probing operations, but 
nothing concerted. 

"Let 'em come in and we'll kick their 
asses!" A voice shouted out. "Yeah, 
you're fuckin' right!" another answered 
back. But the other 20 or so Warriors at that 
barricade were quiet. The time for shouting 
was over. 

They finally moved the bus for us on 
Highway 207, after word came down from 
their HQ to let us pass through the lines. I 
think most of the Warriors there were sorry 
to see us go. We were an impartial link to 
the rest of the world. We hadn't condemned 
them. We took them seriously as a military 
force, if not in terms of a conventional 
army, at least with respect to their ability to 
organize and operate as a regulated military 
entity. We seemed to understand why they 
were doing what they were doing. We 
seemed to give a shit about tliem as people. 
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toward their pos
ition. We pulled up to the concertina wire 
spread across the road between two APCs, 
and got out of the car. Angry voices from 
the civilians some 20 meters away washed 
over us. They'd seen us come out, and 
thought we were Mohawks. 

Canadian troopers positioned themselves 
around us, weapons at the ready, and a 
sergeant major asked for our IDs. One of 
his corporals and a trooper started searching 
the car, while he vanished inside an APC to 
check us out via radio link with 
his HQ. 

While we waited, we figured we were in 
for some deep shit from the mob gathered 
the other side of the SQ barricade. We'd 
seen the bats, the nail-studded boards. 
They'd gone after everybody: civilian, 
police, Army, press. Bob and I were more 
than prepared to literally ask for sanctuary 
from the Army, at least for the night. 
Beyond that would be anybody's guess. 

While our car was thoroughly searched 
(including the air filter; what they thought 
we might be smuggling out was beyond 
us) , the sergeant major and two Sfirete du 
Quebec officers came over to talk. We 
were cleared through by the Army; they 
knew who we were. We could pass through 
their post to the SQ position. 

That's what had me worried. The SQ had 
been less-than-friendly to the press in 
general and me personally in the past. They 
had, on occasion, stood by and done 
nothing while mobs of locals had attacked 
Indians and press. They could, if they felt 
inclined, just throw us to the dogs. But they 
didn't. 

"We'll tell them you're with the press," 
a burly, friendly, SQ officer said to us, 
" that you're not Indians and aren't 
smuggling anything out. We know you're 
working with the Army, and we'll tell them 
that, too. But," he held up his hands, "you 

cross through them · at your own risk. 
Understand?" 

The other SQ officer seemed just as 
polite, just as friendly. "Keep your trunk 
open when you go through so they can see 
inside. Tum your inside light on so they can 
see you're not Indians. You have press 
badges? Good. Hold them up so they can 
see them." He turned and looked over at 
the crowd. "They're not too bad tonight. 
We' ll go talk to them." 

The Army pulled the concertina wire 
back, and we slowly drove forward. True 
to their word, the SQ was talking with the 
50 or 60 people blocking our way out. It 
was all in French, but we could see some 
smiles, some laughing. The wooden 
barricades were pulled aside, nail-studded 
anti-tire boards pulled away. 

Faces pressed in around us, bodies 
surrounded the car. "Bonjour, monsieur. 
Do you speak French?' "Why were you 
with the Indians?" "What channel are you 
with?" " Who do you write for?" 
Questions shot at us from both sides. 

"Hey, we're just American reporters up 
here from Colorado to cover this story," I 
answered the five faces crowding into my 
open window. 

Bob was going through the same thing on 
his side. "Were you up here to give the 
Indians military advice?" "Yeah," he 
answered. "We told them when the Army 
came in to run. " That brought some 
laughter. 

More questions were thrown at me, but 
by then the crowd was parting, s·ome people 
up ahead waving us forward . "Drive, 
John," from MacKenzie, and I slowly 
eased forward. 

"You better write the truth, eh! " a large 
fellow with a baseball bat yelled, gripping 
it above his head and taking mock swings at 
the windshield. And then we were through, 
headed back to Montreal. 

To those SQ officers on the Highway 
207 barricade that night: Thanks, guys. 

To the "Forgotten Seven" Warriors who 
manned their lonely barricade on the 
eastern side of the Kahnawake Reserve, I 
haven't forgotten you. 

And I have done my best here to write 
what I saw as the truth. 

Epilogue 

Canada and the Mohawk Indian Nation 
didn't go to war the next day, or even the 
next week. As I write these words a few 
days before this issue goes to print, the 
barricades have come down at both Oka 
and Kahnawake. The Army had moved in, 
and there were still armed Warriors around, 
but no pitched batties took place. 

That will unfortunately disappoint some 
on both sides of the barricades who, for 
their own reasons, wanted blood spilled. 
But they needn't worry, because the blood 
will come. There is hatred now in Canada. 
Hatred that will burn in this generation, and 
the next, and perhaps the next, too. 

It doesn't have to be that way. ·But then, 
we never do seem to learn, do we?~ 
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Medellin's Rampant Lawlessness 
Produces Teen-age Hit Men 
Text & Photos by Steve Salisbury 

TOP: Medellin police search suspected crack addict for "basuco' (the Colombian version of 
crack). Nothing was found. 

MIDDLE LEFT: Undercover lieutenant with UZI and uniformed cop stay alert for sicario 
ambushes in Medellin. 

MIDDLE RIGHT: Police search for drugs and weapon in Medellin. 

ABOVE: Policeman armed with Galil rifle questions residents of sicario-besieged Castilla 
barrio in search of sicarios, drugs and weapons. · 
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' '}'VE killed two men with this re-
volver," Vampire told me, caress

ing his .32 Smith & Wesson. We were in a 
modest house in one of the most violent 
barrios on the outskirts of Medellin, Co
lombia, the widely acknowledged cocaine 
and murder capital of the world. The 
18-year-old professional hit man claimed to 
have shot dead nine men in all since he 
began murdering for money about two 
years ago. 

Just looking into his cold, hard eyes was 
enough to convince me of his story's 
veracity, but it was also confirmed by 
relatives and neighbors . His detailed ac
counts of how he ruthlessly gunned down 
his victims would provoke fear, revulsion 
and condemnation from civilized society, 
but they inspired his 15-year-old best 
friend. His face glowed with admiration 
and envy as his role model Vampire related 
the pleasures and satisfaction of murdering 
someone - a "job" well done. During a 
recent interview with these boys on the 
condition I not reveal their names the 
brown-haired 15-year-old told me, 
"Maybe one day I'll get lucky and be 
contracted to kill someone, too." He 
claims he has already murdered a man, 
though not for pay. 

Committing cold-blooded murder had 
hardened the boys beyond belief and 
twisted the spirit of these otherwise genial, 
good-looking teenagers who just an hour 
ago took turns riding a Sting-Ray bicycle. 
As I loaded my camera to photograph 
them, they were toying with their hand
guns, feigning a gun fight. 

The next thing I knew one whirled and 
pointed his semiautomatic pistol in my 
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face. I was staring down the death tunnel of 
a Sterling .380. The 15-year-old boy's dark 
eyes blazed like hot coals as he aimed his 
pistol at my nose. He slowly pulled the 
trigger back. 

Click. I instinctively winced, but Jet go 
my breath in relief. There wasn't a car
tridge in the chamber. The 15-year-old 
laughed. "Hey, Jet's load it this time," he 
said. The muchachos insisted that I photo
graph them both aiming their pistols at my 
face, just a foot away - "like we're ready 
to shoot you. " 

'It would be a great effect if we fired at 

the same moment you took the photo," the 
15-year-old "joked." "That way you'd 
catch the smoke and bullet coming out of 
the barrel. 

" Ah, why don't we just kill the journal
ist and take his camera and tape-recorder," 
he continued. 

''No," answers Vampire. ''Then our 
story won't be published." 

The stories of Vampire and his amigo 
shed light on a homicidal phenomenon in 
Medellin seen nowhere else in the world 
- at least not to such a devastating extent: 
Thousands of children, adolescents and 
young adults are hired murderers . Their 
terror tactics have turned this beautiful, 
mountain-surrounded city of eternal spring, 
which until recently brimmed with tourists 
attracted by the city's renowned handicrafts 
and fashion clothing, into an urban wild 
west where fear is ubiquitous and many of 
its 2.2 million inhabitants live - and die 
_: at the mercy and whim of these 
contemporary Billy The Kids. In fact, they 
are so common and their slaughter has had 
such devastating impact, that Colombians 
have coined a new word for them: sicarios. 

Detectives of Medellin's Section of 
Judicial Police and Investigation (SDJN) 
believe there are at least 2,000 sicarios in 
the metropolitan area. Father Julio Jar
amillo, a Catholic priest who has written an 
extensive study on sicarios, estimates there 
are between 5,000 and 7,000 young people 
in Medellin who have committed murder 
for pay at least once. According to a police 
intelligence officer, kids as young as nine 
years old have been arrested for attempt
ing hits. 

Drug Traffic Link 

One point that Father Jaramillo, sociolo
gists , sicarios and Jaw enforcement offi
cials agree on is that drug-trafficking has 
been a major cause of this macabre epi
demic. ''This phenomenon of sicarios has 
been very intimately linked to the phenom-
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enon of the drug traffic," 
says Manuel Restrepo, a 
professor of sociology at 
Medellin's University of 
Antioquia. 

Not all murders by 
sicarios are linked to drug 
dealers . But the 
consensus is that an 
important part, if not the 
majority, of sicarios 
have been contracted at 
least once, directly or 
indirectly, by the 
fearsome Medellin 
Cartel - the world 's 
biggest and most 
violent- cocaine mafia 
- to police its 
operations, eliminate 
business rivals and 
retaliate against state 
prosecution and any-
one who interferes 
with the cartel's 
lucrative cocaine 
trade. 

Few regions of 
Colombia and 
segments of its 
society have been 
spared the ruthless 
handiwork of 
sicarios. These 
pistoleros - in 
most cases believ
ed to be working for drug lords -have 
gunned down government ministers, 
legislators, politicians (including three 
presidential candidates) , judges, witnesses, 
journalists, soldiers, . cops, religious 
workers and even humble street vendors. 
Allegedly contracted by drug barons, 
sicarios have been accused of bombing a 
crowded passenger airliner in flight and 
exploding car-bombs in Colombia's major 
cities. 

$4,000 Bounty on Cops 

Yet Medellin has by far suffered the 
most. ''This is a war," alflilllS Colonel 
Jorge Ferrero, Medellin 's police chief, who 
lost at least 215 agents to sicario attacks in 
a period of four months after the Medellin 
Cartel in March put a bounty on the heads 
of policemen (the current rate is about 
$4,000 in local currency for each cop 
killed, according to police and sicarios). 
Indeed, statistics reveal about twice as 
many people have been slain in this 
northwestern Colombia city in the first half 
of this year than in war-torn El Salvador 
during the same period. In the first six 
months of 1990, according to a police tally, 
3,377 people were murdered in Medellin 
and its metropolitan area, about 70% 
related to drug violence. Just in June, an 
average of 25 people were slain daily. 

" The city is crossed by many forms of 
violence," points out Professor Restrepo, 
mentioning common crime, personal ven
dettas , left- and right-wing extremism, 

Vampire, 18, (left) and his 15-year-old 
amigo, both profess to be Catholics. 
Vampire holds a Sterling .380 with a 
lengthened magazine adapted by "a friend 
in the army.· His friend holds Vampire's 
Smith & \'\lesson .32 revolver. 

labor and land disputes, as well as narcoter
rorism. " The deaths in Medellin caused by 
common delinquency are the highest. 
There is the problem of sicarios out of 
control, a common delinquency on the 
loose that doesn't have control, nor Jaw." 

Many of the murders associated with 
common delinquency, according to Lt. 
Colonel Rodriguez of the police, have the 
characteristics of sicario hits: a youth (or 
youths) - often traveling by motorcycle 
- guns down his victim and flees without 
any attempt of robbery. 

Other than being young, what is the 
typical profile of sicarios? 

According to Father Jaramillo 's study, 
" They are persons without future." They 
have generally dropped out of school by 
their· mid-teens and come from impover
ished, broken homes in marginal barrios 
where crime is high. In many cases, they 
have no father. And when they do, he often 
is alcoholic and disruptive, if not abusive. 
They are unemployed with scant hope of 
finding a good job. Frustrated and bored, 
they find escape from their bleak lives by 
joining street gangs. 

"They have been supremely neglected 
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by the state," emphasizes Father Javier 
Tobon, a Catholic priest who works reha
bilitating gang members and sicarios in the 
dangerous northeastern barrios. "The state 
isn't worried even by the conditions of 
streets and transportation, nor health [of 
these marginal areas] . It has had deaf ears 
to the calls [for help]. The time bomb is 
exploding." 

After Colombia resumed extraditing 
drug dealers to U.S. courts last year, the 
Medellin Cartel exploited these horrendous 
social problems to step up its war on the 
government to its fiercest level ever, 
seducing unprecedented numbers of these 
desperate kids with ' ' dinero facil" - easy 
money. , In a country where a cop earns 
about $140 a month, including hazardous
duty pay, the going rate of $4,000 to 
murder him is a fortune for a sicario. 

"But it's rare for sicarios to receive the 
total sum of money offered for a hit," says 
Vampire. According to him and other 
sicarios, for purposes of anonymity, effi
ciency and convenience the actual perpetra
tor of a murder usually relies on intermedi
aries, known as comisionistas, to sub
contract sicarios. Given that sicarios often 
operate in groups (some being the trigger 
men while others post watch) and share the 
profits, their individual cuts are further 
reduced. So while $4,000 is the Cartel's 
price on the head of a cop, ''there are many 
kids who will kill them for 20,000 or 
30,000 pesos [$38 or $57]," says Vampire. 

Further stoking the fires of this social 
explosion, the narcotraficantes, say both 
police and sicarios, have recruited street 
gangs as killer platoons and organized 
assassin schools, in one case allegedly run 
by former Israeli Defense Force Colonel 
Yair Klein and retired British Special Air 
Service mercenaries (see SOF, June '90). 

" The majority of the gangs work at the 
service of the Medellin Cartel," says 
Vampire. 

The sicario phenomenon is not just a re
sult of socioeconomic desperation coupled 
with the offer of easy money. There are 
other factors that complete the equation: 
psychological motives, boredom, a vac
uum of justice, and a standard of commu
nity ethics where drug dealing is accepted 
as just another business and sicario hits, 
while not accepted, are often overlooked as 
" settling scores." 

They Kill to Get Respect 

Recalls Vampire of why he became a 
sicario at age 16, "I was a very quiet kid 
and everyone had me restrained, suffo
cated. If I liked a girl, I couldn't talk with 
her because the other boys wouldn't let me. 
Well, I couldn't live like that. I swore to 
myself to get respect so that no one would 
mess with me. And I got it because around 
here they have respect for me. I am capable 
of killing anyone, whomever it may be." 

Related a 21-year-old gang leader, and 
confessed sicario, who identified himself to 
me as Juan Tabacco, " I don't have needs 
because at home they give me everything. 
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What happens is that I like being in 
adventures." Two weeks after I talked with 
Juan Tabacco and his gang, he was 
murdered by several young gunmen, shot 
four times in the head in the middle of 
the day. 

··This is not a question of war [as the 
fight against the drug barons and their 
sicarios is often compared]," insists Dr. 
Luis Guillermo Velez, an economist and 
expert on drug-trafficking and its violent 
repercussions. " When you speak of war, 
you speak of the possibility of peace, of 
negotiation and of amnesty. It gives status 
to the criminal, not the blame of criminality 
... You cannot negotiate with criminals. 
What we have to do is reestablish the rule of 
law and justice. Look in England or 
Holland, where young unemployment is 
over 35% more than Medellin's, they don't 
have our terrible levels of violence. But if 
the price were right and there existed 
almost no risk of arrest, conviction and 
punishment, the hooligans there would also 
be killing quantities of cops and other folks . 
But they don't because, even if they were 
offered good money, justice is firmly 
established there. " 

"The judicial system here is inopera
ble," says Lt. Col. Rodriguez of the police. 
"The judge doesn't want to act: first, 
because he's terrified of retaliation; second, 
he has personal interests, be they political 
or economic. Many cases of corrupt offi
cials have been seen. And our legislature is 
always to the advantage of the criminal ." 

Pablo Escobar, Jorge Ochoa and other 
Cartel leaders - all now fugitives in hiding 
- at one time or another have been 
reportedly detained by the authorities but 
released for " lack of evidence," even 
when allegedly caught transporting kilos of 
cocaine. 

Police also have been accused of corrup
tion. "We did a 'job' for 250,000 pesos 
[$480], but the police took 180,000," the 

Undercover cop with 
holstered revolver 

(left) questions 
resident in search of 
drugs or weapons 

in Medellin. 

deceased sicario Juan Tabacco told me, 
referring to a payment for a murder he and 
a comrade committed. "At the instant of 
doing the job, two cops caught us ." The 
cops let them go to collect their payment, 
claimed Juan Tabacco, so that they had the 
money for a bribe. "For us to recover our 
guns [an Ingram submachine gun and 
homemade pistol] - the guns they had 
taken away from us - it cost us 180,000 
pesos to pay off the cops." Freed, Juan 
Tabacco said he and his comrade were 
arrested by the same police two weeks later 
on their way to do another hit. This time, 
Juan Tabacco went to jail for nine months 
and his Ingram was confiscated. 

"Corruption Has Touched 
All Levels of Society" 

" Corruption has touched all levels of 
society," says Lt. Col. Rodriguez. " We 
are trying our best to fight it. " Indeed, a 
former Director of the National Police was 
recently stripped of his government pension 
by a military tribunal (the police are part of 
the armed forces in Colombia) for "illegal 
enrichment" related to his alleged associa
tion with the drug world and is now 
awaiting criminal trial. 

"Most of the Colombian police are 
honest," says an American Embassy offi
cial involved in combating drug-trafficking 
in a South American country. " I don't 
believe everybody has his price. " 

" It doesn't surprise me much that there 
are corrupt sectors," notes Dr. Velez, " but 
that there are sectors that still resist corrup
tion." 

Nevertheless, fighting corruption is a 
Herculean struggle. "In Medellin every
thing is easy through money because 
everyone earns a minimum," claims Vam
pire. " All sicarios get out of jail .. . Four 
months ago I put a bullet [not fatally] into a 
senora here next door. My boss gave 
money to the prosecutor. He simply re
ceived 40,000 pesos [about $75] and when 
the victim went to put a complaint against 
me, he accepted it but couldn't do anything 
because he was already bought." 

When a bribe doesn't decide justice, a 
bullet often does. Scores of witnesses, 
investigators, judges and other court offi
cials have been murdered in Medellin. 
" It's rare you find a witness who is brave 
enough to show up at court and publicly 
testify against a sicario or narco," said an 
agent of a police immediate reaction unit. 
Except for high-ranking officers protected 
by bodyguards, police spoke with me on 
the condition of anonymity for protection 
against Cartel reprisals . " I once tried to get 
information from a woman who witnessed 
her husband's murder by a sicario , but she 
wouldn't tell me who killed him because of 
fear," he continued. 

" If a sicario is under the age of 18, he 
probably eventually will be released be
cause he's a minor. And most of the 
sicarios who are adults go free because no 
one dares to testify against them," said 
another detective. "Right now we have 
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about 70 sicarios in detention who are ready 
to be released because they're minors. 
Without doubt, they will kill again. It's 
crazy. We bust our asses and risk our lives 
to protect the public and capture these 
murderers who kill our comrades only to 
see them set free where they will kill more 
of us." 

Police Accused of Revenge Killings 

" The only way to deal with sicarios is 
this ... " sputtered a motorcycle patrolman, 
gesturing with his hand as if he were 
shooting a pistol. The situation where 
sicarios can murder with virtual impunity 
has provoked police to wage a " dirty war" 
against them, according to residents and 
human rights activists. In a vicious spiral of 
retaliation, says a religious worker who 
wishes to remain anonymous, sicarios kill 
cops and cops kill suspected sicarios . 

In the first six months of 1990, police 
statistics reveal there have been 20 massa
cres of more than four victims each (a 
slaughter of 19 the most) in metro Medel
lin. Los Extraditab/es, the Medellin Car
tel's armed wing, blame some of the 
massacres on police. Police deny responsi
bility, dismissing the accusations as a narco 
disinfom1ation campaign, and blame the 
massacres on gang wars, the Cartel and 
sicarios. 

In a bizarre incident reported in early 
August in Colombia's biggest newspaper 
El Tiempo, several heavily-armed men 
dressed in plain clothes forced a group of 
young men to lie face down in a residential 
area and were threatening to kill them when 
an army patrol alerted by alarmed neigh
bors appeared on the scene. The armed men 
identified themselves to the soldiers as 
undercover agents of the police's F-2 
plainclothes unit and peacefully left. No 
arrests were made. Police chief Ferrero 
categorically denied these men were police. 
"Sometimes sicarios feign being police," a 
detective told me. ' 

"I don't discard that policemen or 
relatives of fal len policemen take venge
ance in isolated cases , but not the institution 
as such," said Col. Oscar Palaez Carmona, 
director of the Direction of Judicial Police 
and Investigation, Colombia's version . of 
America's FBI , in a 3 August interview in 
El Tiempo. 

The Associated Press quoted Omar 
Forez, the major of Medellin, as saying 
"Security forces who act outside the law 
are aggravating the state of violence and 
must be held accountable for their 
actions. " 

There have been no reports of police 
arrested for vigilantism. The perception of 
unpunished police excesses and corruption 
has caused many people to lose confidence 
in the security forces. " The police were 
allied with them [the narcos and their 
sicarios] until not long ago," charges a 
priest. ''They were allies in exchange for 
money. Now the police changed and came 
to act against them. When they came to act, 
they already had their authority lost. " 
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Plainclothes and 
uniformed police 

search suspected 
sicarios for weapons 

and drugs in 
Medellin. Nothing 

was found. 

"One of the biggest problems we have is 
the lack of solidarity from the people," 
laments Lt. Col. Jimenez. " This is mostly 
because people are afraid that if they 
collaborate with us they'll be killed by the 
narcos. " 

Stoolies = Death 
Extraditables = Bread 

This point was illustrated in the police 
cafeteria when an attorney conversing with 
police complained that the smell of cocaine 
cooked regularly by a neighbor bothered 
him. Asked by a detective the offender's 
name and address, he replied, "My God, 
no! I'd be a fool to tell you . If I did, they 
would kill me before dinner. " Everyone 
laughed. You don't have to travel far in 
Medellin to find walls scrawled with 
threats , such as: " Stoolies = Death. 
Extraditables = Bread." 

Another reason why residents don't 
collaborate with police is because Medellin 
is a city that revolves around the cocaine 
business. According to economist Dr. 
Velez, a significant part of its economy 
depends on drug money. Why bite the hand 
that feeds you? In fact, residents complain 
that the government crackdown on the 
Cartel has damaged the economy - and 
ordinary people are suffering its conse
quences . "Hey, before the government 
started persecuting them, the narcotrafican
tes were investing in the community, 
creating employment. People were going 
out at night, spending money. There were 
tourists. I was getting a lot of fares," said a 
taxi driver. "Now that they are on the run 
and there's all this violence, business is 
lousy. Tourists are gone. The streets are 
deserted after nine o'clock in the evening." 

"The United States is hypocritical. If 
coca grew in the United States, I bet you 
[Americans] would commercialize it and 
export it to us like your liquor and 

cigarettes," said a saleswoman, summing 
up the sentiments of many Colombians. 

"I don't agree with bombs or terrorism, 
but they [the drug lords] have built homes 
and given them away to the poor and done 
other things for the people, " said a grand
mother. "That's more than the government 
has done for us." 

The breakdown of justice and commu
nity reluctance to collaborate with police 
have led people to take justice into their 
own hands - often, ironically, by hiring 
those who have created lawlessness and 
agony: sicarios. 

''They accept sicarioship as a job in the 
barrios ," says Professor Restrepo. "The 
people don't condemn it; that's what's 
grave." 

"My brother has killed only bad peo
ple," rationalizes a sibling of Vampire. 

16,000 March for Peace 

As the body count and anguish mount 
along with chaos , so does outrage. Ration
alizations of murder like "hear no evil , see 
no evil," "settling scores," and "the good 
sicario" have started to give way to mass 
protests demanding a return to law and 
order and an end to the blood bath. On 16 
July 16,000 demonstrators marched for 
peace in Medellin. 

Sensing this outrage , on 27 July Los 
Extraditables announced a suspension of 
killing police as a "gesture of peace" in a 
bid to have the government policy of 
extradition revoked. As I write this only a 
few cops have been killed in Medellin since 
this suspension was declared. However, 
this is not a guaranteed ticket to peace. 
While homicide dropped during the first 
two weeks of August in Medellin , accord
ing to newspapers , kidnappings , armed 
robbery, and assaults jumped. And by the 
time you read this article, Cartel cop
killings may have raised their ugly head 
again. 

Inaugurated 7 August 1990, President 
Cesar Gaviria has set the rehabilitation of 
Medellin as a top priority. His government 
in Bogota has begun to implement a $100 
million emergency program to attack the 
terrible social problems in Medell in 's mar
ginal barrios and bolster the infrastructure 
of law enforcement agencies and courts. 

"Our justice is not only deficient with 
respect to the honesty of many judges, " 
says Father Javier Tobon, "but deficient 
with respect to the means to carry out 
investigations . Judges have to protest for 
the lack of office supplies or because they 
don't get paid or don't have offices to 
work in. " 

Mayor Omar Florez, as coordinator of 
this program, has enlisted help from almost 
every sector of the community. The Catho
lic church has taken the vanguard. 

"It's very important to get through to 
these boys in gangs and poor barrios before 
they become sicarios," stressed Father 
Tobon, who helps many of more than 100 

Continued on page 76 
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FORTRESS 

Island Republic Stands Fast 
Against Mainland Goliath 

ABOUT 125 miles off the southeastern 
coast of China lies Taiwan, an island 

of 13,885 square miles, approximately the 
size of Switzerland. Once known as 
Formosa, Taiwan is home to 21 million of 
the most industrious people in the world. 
Because they are living 
under a progressive, capi-
talist government, they 
enjoy a very high standard 
of living with per capita 
income of $5,000, less 
than 2% unemployment, 
and a 94% literacy rate. 
Over the last 30 years, 
economic growth has av-
eraged a remarkable 9% 
per year. 

Founded in mainland 
China on the first day of 
1912 by Dr. Sun Yat-sen, 
the Republic of China re
placed the feudal Ching 
Dynasty, destroyed by 
freedom-seeking Chinese 
in 191 I. In a context of 
competing warlords and 
civil strife, the new gov
ernment sought to unify 
the vast Chinese country. 
Based on the three princi
ples of "ethics, democ
racy, and nationalism," 
the government worked at 
creating a modem nation 
despite communist-in
spired civil unrest and 
armed insurrection. Then 
the Japanese invaded . 
From June 1937 until the 
war ended in 1945, Chi
ang Kai-shek, Dr. Sun's 
protege and successor, 
was preoccupied with 
fighting the invaders; his 
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ROC forces suffered over 1,000,000 casu
alties in the first 18 months alone. The 
communists, although also heavily engaged 

Republic of China 203 mm SP Howitzers on 
parade in Taiwan. 

,' 

against the Japanese, made full use of the 
chaotic conditions of the war to increase 
their influence, becoming very strong by 
the end of the war in 1945. While the rest of 
the world recovered and rebuilt, the Cru
nese continued fighting - this time against 

each other. Their ranks 
and equipment depleted by 
years of fighting, and fail
ing to perceive Mao's suc
cess in organizing the 
peasants , Cruang's Nation
alists were defeated. The 
government of the ROC 
moved to Taiwan. 

In 1949, Taiwan was a 
shambles. Fifty years of 
Japanese occupation after 
the Sino-Japanese War of 
1894 had led to considera
ble development, but dam
age from World War II 
combat had destroyed 
much of the island's infra
structure, and resources 
had been severely depleted 
by Japan's war require
ments. There was virtually 
no government and an 
agrarian economy pro
vided only a bare subsis
tence for the inhabitants. 
However, looking for a 
new location for rus Na
tionalist Chinese govern
ment and its 2,000,000 
supporters, both military 
and civilian, Chiang Kai
shek saw potential in the 
island despite its underde
velopment. Under strong 
pressure from Mao Tse
t u n g's Russian-backed 
communist armies, the Na
tionalists had to find a 
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refuge or face destruction from vastly 
superior forces. Chiang took his forces to 
Taiwan and the government of the Republic 
of China survived. 

Today the ROC is one of the Free 
World's most stalwart defenders. Facing an 
unreformed, unrepentant, and repressive 
regime of vastly greater military strength, 
the inheritors of Sun Yat-sen's legacy stand 
firm in their commitment to freedom. 
Every male citizen spends two years on 
active duty with a branch of the armed 
forces, and stays ready to take up arms 
again until 30 years old. Garrisons on 
K.inmen, Matsu, and some of the other 95 
nearby islands also occupied by the ROC 
maintain a constant deterrent to communist 
aggression. Spending about 30% - nearly 
$8 billion in 1989 - of its national budget 
on defense, the ROC has developed a 
formidable military machine. 

Of 406,000 men on active duty, the army 
musters 270,000; the air force 70,000; the 
navy 36,000; and marines 30 ,000. Another 
1.7 million men man the reserves. Despite 
President Carter's cutoff of formal relations 
in 1979, the abrogation at the same time of 
the 1954 Mutual Defense Treaty, and the 
scaling back of U.S. arms sales to Taiwan, 
equipment is modem and in good shape. 
The ROC manufactures small arms and 
ammunition, main battle tanks, and spare 
parts for nearly everything. Early this year 
two prototype advanced jet fighters, called 
the Indigenous Defense Fighter (IDF), flew 
successfully and mass-production is about 
to start. Thirteen locally built guided 
missile frigates based on the U.S. Navy 
FFG-7 (Perry Class) are planned, with the 
first three already nearing completion. 
Several types of surface-to-surface mis
siles, with vehicle- or ship-mounted launch 
systems are made in Taiwan. ROC leaders 

Author in front of entrance to underground 
hospital in Kinmen. 

have made their country virtually secure 
against an invasion from the mainland and 
correctly perceive that the military threat 
against them would most likely take the 
form of a blockade of Taiwan itself, or of 
smaller islands like Kinmen or Matsu . 
Given the superb state of Taiwan's men and 
equipment, such an operation would be 
incredibly expensive for Beijing. 

Politically the ROC is amazingly strong 
for a country recognized by only 23 other 
nations and whose seat in the United 
Nations was given to communist China in 
1971. Despite America's shift toward the 
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STUMBLING BLOCK TO INVASION 

In 1949 Chiang Kai-shek's Nationalist 
government and army moved to the 
island of Taiwan, accompanied by mil
lions of civilians fleeing from Communist 
domination. Hard on their heels, the 
armies of Mao Tse-tung prepared to 
follow the free Chinese to Taiwan and 
complete the conquest of the Chinese 
people. Before invading Taiwan, how
ever, it was necessary to destroy the 
Nationalist outpost on the island of Kin
men (Quemoy) only 1.5 miles from the 
mainland. Kinmen had to be captured by 
the Reds, lest it be used as a base from 
which to disrupt the invasion. 

Established in mid-1949, by Septem
ber the ROC garrison busily improved its 
positions in anticipation of a communist 
assault, but still had a long way to go 
before satisfactory defenses were com
plete. Chiang Kai-shek, pondering the 
situation, realized that a seaborne inva
sion required high tides, and noted that 
the next month, October, would bring the 
highest tides of the year. After conferring 
with General Hau Pei-tsun, then com
mander of Kinmen's defense forces (now 
Prime Minister), he decided to increase 
the level of alert during that period. This 
paid off. During the second week in 
October, ROC soldiers noted an unusual 
build-up of fishing boats in several places 
on the coast opposite them, counting 
more than 200. At the same time, reports 
were received of concentrations of the 
communist Third Field Army near the 
coastal fishing villages where the boats 
were gathered. In response, ROC armed 
forces increased their state of readiness 
to a war level. 

At 0015 on 25 October a sentry on duty 
on the Kuningtou peninsula on the north
west comer of Kinmen saw hundreds of 
fishing boats approaching. He fired his 
rifle to alert his fellow soldiers, and battle 
soon commenced. Landing 10,000 
troops in the first wave, the communists 
achieved local superiority and advanced 
a few miles off the beach while the boats 

mainland and betrayal of yet another ally, 
unofficial contact between the United 
States and Taiwan has remained firm, and 
our country and democratic institutions are 
still held in high regard. Taiwan's 
enormous economic strength has ensured 
its membership in many international or
ganizations and unofficial contacts with 
more than 120 countries. The obvious 
success of its free-market policies and 
democratic society are a constant reminder 
to a billion mainland Chinese that commu
nism is a failure . 

Domestic political problems are few and 
getting fewer. Elderly legislators, who 
arrived in 1949 without constituencies and 
have retained their seats without standing 
for election, are retiring. Modest internal 
dissension over a long-standing state of 
Martial Law was relieved in - I 987 when 
Martial Law was repealed by the late 
President Chiang Ching-kuo, who also 

went back for the next wave. By dawn, 
the garrison was beginning a series of 
counterattacks, and the next 10,000 in
vaders arrived in a storm of bullets, 
shells, dust and smoke. 

Not long after the landing of the second 
wave, the ROC air force and navy joined 
the fray, with the rapid destruction of 200 
fishing boaVlanding craft on the beaches. 
Mao's men were now trapped. Reinforc
ing their counterattacks with more troops 
and 22 M-5 light tanks, by the second day 
of battle the ROC had recovered most of 
its territory. The surviving invaders were 
pushed into a small pocket on the comer 
of the peninsula. Backs to the sea, 6,000 
of them surrendered, later to be rehabili
tated and join free Chinese society. None 
of the rest of the 20,000 ever returned to 
the mainland. 

Post-battle analysis indicates several 
factors which contributed to victory by 
ROC forces. Foremost was the high 
morale and determination of the de
fenders, ready to die for their cause. 
Planning and preparation before the bat
tle were of a high order, as was coopera
tion between army, navy and air forces. 
Finally, Mao's planners had underesti
mated the strength of Kinmen's defense 
and failed to commit adequate resources 
in the initial stages. 

With the defeat of his Third Field Army, 
Mao had to abandon any plan to invade 
the Nationalist Chinese on Taiwan. His 
Russian-backed forces, hitherto success
ful, had been thrown back in a resounding 
defeat. Chinese on Taiwan were much 
heartened by the victory and their resolve 
to build a new country was strengthened. 
International observers were given proof 
of the resolve and determination of Chi
ang Kai-shek's government and armed 
forces. Behind the shield of Kinmen, and 
the smaller island of Matsu to the North, 
Taiwan has prospered and developed 
into a stable, wealthy democracy. 

- R.M. 

initiated many other democratic reforms. 
The dissatisfaction of native Taiwanese 
because of many difficulties they faced in 
entering politics has subsided as the num
bers of their office-holders have increased 
- today the president of the ROC, Lee 
Teng-hui , is a native Taiwanese. A homo
geneous population, strong work ethic, 
prosperity and adherence to the "Three 
Principles" has further strengthened soci
ety. Recognition of the importance of 
political activity is widespread in Taiwan 
and not restricted to civilians. 

Political warfare is considered suffi
ciently important by the military to rate not 
only its own department (equivalent to 
Branch of Service), but a specialized 
college which produces officers for all 
services. Officers in the Political Warfare 
branch, after completing tours in infantry or 
other combat arms are then assigned to 
virtual ly every unit or ship. Unlike Political 
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STEEL THORN IN SIDE OF COMMUNIST CHINA 

Commissars in communist annies who 
report back to their own party HQ and often 
have greater authority than unit command
ers, however, ROC political officers are 
part of the unit in which they serve. Their 
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· duties are supportive of the unit's mission 
rather than to ensure compliance with a 
"party line. 1' 

Expecting a military advocating a recon
quest of mainland China and spouting 

aggressive rhetoric, we found a quiet 
conviction that democracy would inevita
bly prevail and that all Chinese would 
eventually be free. Although possessing a 
strong offensive capability, ROC armed 
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the population has formed a militia to 
help defend their land should the 
communists ever try another invasion 
such as the one attempted in 1949. 

A soldier's life on Kinmen is a 
spartan one. Assigned to the garrison 
by lottery - or by volunteering - a two 
year tour follows, without leave. Rela
tives of enlisted men can visit as a 
reward for exemplary service, and 
compassionate leave is of course 
granted for urgent personal affairs, but 
generally the troops' time off is spent 
close to their posts. While on pass they 
can visit local shops, bars and restau
rants but by nightfall they must all be 
back in barracks. Duty time is spent 
maintaining weapons, equipment and 
accommodation, training in MOS, and 
manning thousands of positions all 
over and under the island. 

Until very recently only military air
craft were permitted to land on Kin
men's airstrip. Now, however, civilian 
727s from Taiwan can also land, al
though flight schedules must coincide 
with those of air force transports. 
Because the island is in contested 
waters, all flights are escorted by ROC 
fighters - either F-104, or F-5E inter
ceptors. Touching down on the end of 
the runway, visitors are instantly re
minded that they are in a military zone. 
M-48 tanks in huge bunkers, troops 
and guns in more bunkers, and sol
diers on sentry duty line both sides of 
the runway. Everything is camouflaged 
with paint and natural vegetation. Re
vetted hardstandings for parked air
craft are also well hidden among the 
trees. 

The impression of being on a military 
base recedes, but never vanishes, as 
one leaves the airport. Travel around 
the island reveals many small towns 
and villages scattered throughout the 
forests and fields. Marketplaces are 
very well stocked and colorful, crops 
are flourishing, school kids in crisp 
uniforms abound. Civilian cars, trucks 
and busses share the roads with mili
tary traffic. However the park-like envi
ronment is only a soft green covering · 
over the concrete and steel beneath. 
The incredible fortifications would 
probably withstand even an atomic 
attack. With an attacker-defender ratio 
of three to one against standard de
fenses, the entire U.S. Marine Corps 
would be hard pressed to take Kinmen. 
Despite repeated attempts to conquer 
it, Kinmen stands, a bastion of freedom 
in the mainland's coastal waters, truly a 
steel thorn in the side of Communist 
China. -R.M. 

forces doctrine is primarily to ensure an 
impenetrable defense of Taiwan while 
communism falls apart in Asia, just as it is 
doing in Europe. They view the people 
living on the mainland as their brothers, 
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ABOVE: ROC Marines practice urban warfare techniques. 

ROC Marine Corps drill team on parade in Taiwan. 

and the government as a vicious aberration 
which history will soon erase. They use the 
example of their economic prosperity as 
one of their strongest weapons. The inheri
tors of Sun Yat-sen and Chiang Kai-shek 

are more than capable of preserving their 
legacy. 

Contributing Editor Robert MacKenzie is a 
regular correspondent for SOF.'9( 
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Saddam Hussein Gave a War and.;Everyone Ct~me 

~ [!] i': 
USA SAUDI ARABIA KUWAIT 

;1 For the past 15 
years, SOF readers 
have counted on this 
journal for accurate 
information on the 
wars the mainstream 
press couldn't be both
ered with - either be-S.,· t'. ~' ~ :. () 

~\\' ~v 
~~,. '!l"i<\ cause of their ideologi-

.~.., cal biases, the risks 
involved in covering them, or the simple 
Jack of commercial value. Theres not a big 
readership looking for stories out of Suri
name or Laos, for example. 

But now we 're involved in ·a major 
conflict, one that everyone is covering. 
SOF coverage of Operation Desert Shield 
actually began in last months is& with 
Colonel Brown's Command Guidance, 
calling for unconditional sum;nder by Sad
dam Hussein. Colonei Brown is in the 
Mideast as this issue goes to press, initiat
ing our firsthand coverage, and the follow
ing pages contain an intelligence analysis of 
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the Iraqi armed forces, a look at the role of 
U.S. Special Operations Forces in the 
conflict, and a map that's actually useful. 

As a monthly magazine we can't be as 
timely as the daily newspapers or the 
broadcast media, but we are a hell of Jot 
more accurate. You won't find SOF refer
ring to the 82nd as the " 82nd Tank 
Division" or the A-10 as an "attack 
helicopter, " a couple of examples of the 
horrendous reporting coming from the 
major media. And you'll get analysis and 
behind-the-scenes insight from SOF that 
you won't see anywhere else. 

One story that we 're involved with is the 
formation of the Kuwaiti resistance - the 
"Kuwait National Liberation Army. " Con
fidentiality and operational constraints pre
clude getting into the specifics right now, 
but when we're able, you'll get the details 
in these pages. 

SOF is proud to be considered a 
"friendly" by the U.S. military commu
nity, partly because most of us served there 

TURKEY PAKISTAN 

at one time and we know that lives have 
been Jost because of irresponsible journal
ism. So we will not publish anything that 
jeopardizes the Jives of U.S. and allied 
soldiers or the success of their missions. 
Bear with us if we /eave some details out of 
our stories - those who have been there 
will understand why. 

AMERICAN forces continue to deploy 
to the Middle East in our bid to end the 

latest overstep by Saddam Hussein. The 
situation grows more complex daily, conse
quently more confused - so, too, does the 
press analysis of the confrontation's mili
tary aspects. 

The average American reader would be 
hard pressed to know whether U.S. troops 
are about to face the Middle East equivalent 
of Rommel's Afrika Korps or those of his 
bumbling Italian allies. Thus far, the 
commentary, with a few notable excep
tions, has leaned toward the alarmist. A 
sample, from U.S. News & World Report, 
is \)'pica!; "Iraq's hµge tank army, operat-
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UK NETHERLANDS WEST GERMANY 

--
ing in open desert ideally suited' to tank 
warfare, is a match for a superpower." 
Other sources speak in wide-eyed awe of a 
million "battle-hardened troops," sup
ported by a massive chemical weapons 
inventory, advancing under the protection 
of planes flown by, according to the New 
York Times, " pilots whose skill and 
experience Aes them the most feared 
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AUSTRALIA USSR GREECE 

flyers in the Middle East. " 
They've gotta be kidding. The need for 

caution is.£.ommendable, but the- prose 
appears to have been borrowed from 
descriptions of 'the Israelis. Tel Aviv fields 
an army which might warrant such analysis 
- Baghdad fields a competent but limited 
extension of its mechanisms of internal 
repression . 

, 

-
*** 

~ CJ] 

SYRIA· ITALY BELGIUM 

" 

Photo: courtesy DoD 

);• 

This fact is critical when analyzing future 
conflict scenarios . We do, after all, have a 

' wealth of data from which to draw, because 
this month (August) marks only the second 
anniversary of the formal end to the 
Iran-Iraq War. 

Feet of Clay 

True, the Iraqis have amassed a 
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ABOVE: Soldier from 24th Mech. Div. sports 
Desert Shield tattoo. Photo: SIPNDelahaye 

A pickup game of poker always helps pass 
the time, even if it's 11 O degrees in the 
shade. Photo: SIPNDelahaye 

significant military machine. But it is a 
giant with feet of clay. Let us examine 
briefly the force components mentioned 
above: 

• Armor. Despite improvements in 
antitank weaponry, armor forces remain the 
main battle system for land warfare. Iraq 
has indeed "amassed 5,500 tanks , more 
than Hitler had on the eve of the Nazi 
invasion of Poland (USN&WR)," but at 
least 4,000 of those, according to the 
International Institute of Strategic Studies 
(USS), are outmoded Soviet-made T-54/-
55s and its Chinese version , the Type 
59169. Another 1,000 are Soviet T-62s, a 
better tank but one the Israelis handled quite 
easi ly during the 1982 invas ion of 
Lebanon. Only the remaining 500 T-72's 
can be classed as modem types. 

• Troops. The term " battle-hardened" 
implies a level of combat effectiveness 
belied by the facts. Nearly half of Lraq 's 
one million men are mobilized reservists . 
These and their regular counterparts had 
their hands full countering the poorly 
trained and equipped yet highly motivated 
human wave tactics of the Iranians. The 
Iraqis' own motivation stiffened when the 
Iranians drove them back and moved into 
Baghdad's territory. This, though, did not 
stop Iraqi troops from surrendering in 
relatively large numbers when the need (or 
opportunity) arose. Refugee reports from 
Kuwait have not indicated a dramatic 
improvement in troop mora le o r 
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ABOVE: C-130 Hercules practices dropping 
supplies to troops in the desert. Airfields are 
ample at this point but it may not always be 
that way. Photo: DoD 

Heat prostration casualties are not 
uncommon when the mercury hits 120 
degrees at noon and the only shade is where 
you build it. Photo: SIPNDelahaye 

competence (though looting and rape have 
apparently raised more than a few spirits). 

• Chemicals. Iraq's substantial chemical 
inv e ntory has been used in battle 
principally against unprepared troops and 
unprotected civilians such as Iraq's own 
Kurdish population. It is a defensive 
weapon of limited utility against a well
prepared, mobile foe. The Iranians were 
able to counter it using standard techniqud. 
" Human factor considerations" such as the 
debi litating impact of wearing protective 
clothing in the blistering heat, should be 
given as much attention as the chemical 
threat itself. 

• Airpower. Ground forces operating in 
the absence of proper air cover are sitting 
ducks , yet the Iraqi air arm turned in a 
decidedly lackluster perfonnance during 
the lran-Iraq War. In dogfighting they were 
not a match for the Iranians, and their close 
air support was largely ineffective. With 
respect to the latter, David Evans and 
Richard Campany, active duty officers 
writing in a 1984 issue of A tlantic, put the 
matter succinctly: " . .. Iraqi pilots have 
dropped most of their bombs from 25,000 
fee t - 24,000 feet too high for the pinpoint 
accuracy needed to destroy tanks and 
artillery batteries ." Iraqi pilots were to 
improve - but not by much - as the war 
went on and the Iranians proved unable to 
overcome their spare parts shortages. 

Such assessments sho uld not be 
interpreted as shrugging off the Iraqi threat. 

ABOVE: Soldier standing guard with M16 
and non-regulation towel headgear belongs 
to unit not yet equipped with desert BDUs. 
Photo: DoD 

Military hardware being offloaded at Saudi 
ports including gun tractors and M109 self 
propelled artillery. Photo: SIPNDelahaye 

Any force equipped with the sheer weight 
of am1ament the Iraqis have bought can 
inflict considerable damage on a foe , 
especially one which employs his own 
forces improperly. Yet the fact remains that 
quantitative assessments mean little if not 
paired with qualitative judgments . 

Assessed in this fashion, the Iraqi forces 
are deficient. In the Iran-Iraq War, they 
demonstrated the ability to coordinate a 
limited advance against a weak , unprepared 
foe. They halted due to command and 
control deficiencies. Time and again during 
the co nfli ct , Baghdad disp layed 
shortcomings in military leadership that 
crippled its fo rces . In leadership, the 
over-centralized chain of command -
Saddam Hussein holds all reins - proved 
incapable of making even the most routine 
tactical decisions in a timely and 
advantageous manner. Interservice and 
interarms coordination was rudimentary, at 
best. When success was achieved - in one 
notable engagement, the Iraqis were able to 
decimate a poorly deployed Iranian armor 
division in a massive ambush conducted 
from defensive positions - the officers 
responsible were not rewarded but shunted 
to the side (often liquidated outright). 

This is not simply politicization of the 
officer corps in the manner, say, of the 
political commissar system in communist 
armies. To Hussein , his military is a tool of 
repression and threat. Military competence, 
then , if allowed to go too far, would 
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F-15 Eagle fighter ready for action. Sun heats skin of F-15 expanding metal and creating fuel leaks. Dust and fog often shroud potential 
battlefields, reducing visibility to below 10 klicks. Windy cold fronts, starting in November, pick up huge quantities of dust and can reduce visibility 
to below 1,000 meters. Photo: DoD 

threaten his own position. Thus, it is 
snuffed out. This is emasculation canied 
out for no purpose save to secure the 
position of Hussein and can be compared to 
Stalin's decimating his own officer corps 
prior to World War ll. Only gradually, 
using time and space, was Moscow able to 
rebuild a functioning military machine. For 
Baghdad, there will be no such 
opportunity. 

Necessity for Action 

There will be no opportunity, that is, 
unless the American strategic direction of 
the war is as grossly incompetent as that of 
Hussein. For the Iraqi armed forces have 
been placed in a position that should lead to 
their complete defeat, and thus far the 
United States has played its cards 
remarkably well. 

In this they have been aided by Iraq 's 
failure to sustain the momentum of its 
advance. Any reasonable intelligence 
assessment prior to the attack on Kuwait 
could have predicted the general form of 
Western, especially American, response. 
Yet Hussein repeated his costliest error of 
the lran-lraq War. Then, in the initial 
weeks of conflict, lraqi forces - moving 
against the ill-prepared Iranians - easily 
reached their objectives. Then, acting upon 
orders from Hussein, they sat. This allowed 
the [ranians to regroup and insured that the 
war would become a costly, drawn out 
version of World War [ trench warfare. 

DECEMBER 90 

That the fighting stalemated was not 
surprising because the forces involved were 
strategically and tactically capable of 
little else. 

American military power is altogether a 
different story. Strategically, Hussein 
picked the most inappropriate time for an 
attack, because there are no strategic 
constraints upon U.S. courses of action. 
American forces, at loose ends since the 
demise of the Soviet threat, are well
trained, well-equipped and at full-strength . 
Their leadership, down through brigade 
level, is composed of Vietnam War era 
veterans . Operationally, the lraqi halt after 
grabbing Kuwait has provided the critical 
time needed for reinforcement. Tactically, 
shortcomings in heavy assets and 
equipment (particularly annor) requiring 
sea lift are being made good by Egyptian 
and Syrian participation in the allied effort. 
This effort itself, the largest such joint 
venture since the United Nations command 
of the Korean War, will be a difficult, but 
not insurmountable exercise in command 
and control that should be more than worth 
the trouble. 

Egyptian and Syrian forces, in 
particular, could prove useful for "fixing" 
the Iraqis in place while U.S. forces engage 
in envelopment. It is here that the 
weaknesses of Iraqi forces play to 
American strengths. Far more than is 
appreciated by the general public, the U.S. 
military has succeeded in rebuilding from 

its low point in the waning days of the 
Vietnam War. It has been specifically 
constructed for a campaign such as is 
unfolding. Difficulties will abound as it is 
found that lift and other logistics assets 
have been shortchanged in recent budget 
negotiations, but the force on the ground 
can be as powerful and flexible as 
Washington dictates. 

It is a force constructed for a war of 
movement . Its capabilities will be 
magnified by the complete control of the air 
and seas it can expect to enjoy once Iraqi 
capabilities in these areas are neutralized 
(which they would be fairly early in the 
campaign). Speculation concerning the 
need to break through lraqi defenses (at 
heavy cost) is misplaced. A glance at the 
map makes clear that Kuwait will not be 
liberated by slugging our way through that 
oil-rich hunk of land itself but rather by 
using U.S. niobility, particularly its 
capabilities for vertical envelopment, to 
strike ac ross the Iraqi lines o f 
communication. 

lraq's long border with Saudi Arabia 
makes this the most logical course of 
action, to include a direct push toward the 
only strategic target of consequence in the 
dictatorship - Baghdad, the lraqi capital. 

War Looms 

For the moment , Washington is 

Continued on page 80 
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DATELINE: SOMEWHERE IN 
THE GULF OF OMAN 

ANOTHER point
less adventure. 

No, it was worse than 
that. It looked like 
there would be no ad
venture, period. I was 
in my hotel in Dubai, a 
seaport in the United 
Arab Emirates on the 
Persian Gulf, waiting 

for a phone calJ from the 
military press liaison . He was 
supposed to tell me when and 
where I could go to do or see 
anythjng that resembled action, 
or even troops . 

Saddam Insane had invaded 
Kuwait while I was with an 
SOF team crossing the t's and 
dotting the i's on a coup in 
Trinidad. When we got back to 
the SOF offices the question 
was "How the hell do we get 
someone to the Middle East in 
time?" 

Shouldn't be too hard, I 
thought. First we calJed the 
Department of Defense Public 
Affairs Office in the Pentagon, 
who told us, " Nobody's going 
nowhere - not even the Penta
gon press pool. " 

who has a contact with the Saudi am
bassador. No tum down this time. The son 
of a bitch just wouldn't return my phone 
calls . 

A couple of hours later I was in a 
congressman's office making a courtesy 
call. My contact was on the phone talking 
to the ambassador of the United Arab 
Emirates requesting a visa for a reporter 
from the congressman's district. I started 

:10ticed me and rolled his eyes - this 
wasn't the first time I'd prevailed on him 
for a favor - and asked for a visa for 
me too. 

So that's how I got on the Road to Dubai 
- straight from JFK with stops in Paris , 
Geneva, and Zurich in between. Getting 
there was definitely not half the fun, but 
being there wasn't much fun either. I had 
checked into the ultra-modem Hyatt Re

gency - a huge, glass faced 
hotel with hundreds of rooms, 
and was waiting for a phone 
call. Twenty years ago Dubai 
was nothing more than a small 
village of 400 mud huts. Now it 
has a population of several 
hundred thousand and enough 
wealth to dump a million gal
lons of water a day on the 18 
hole golf course. This is typical 
of the changes that have swept 
over the oil-laden Persian Gulf 
in the last few decades. 

I figured sooner or later the 
U.S. would respond to pressure 
from the press to pressure the 
Saudis to open up. And I would 
be right next door when it 
happened. My Pentagon con
tacts had told me that DoD was 
running regional press pools out 
of Dubai. Pay your own way 
over, sucker, and get on the "I 
will go anywhere, do anything, 
photograph anybody, any
time" list. 

OK, Jose, we'll find another 
way. If we couldn't get in 
directly we'd have to sneak in 
the back door. Undaunted, I 
started working on getting a 
visa into Saudi. First step, as 
always , was to tap into the 
Special Forces old boy net
work. I called a retired SF 
colonel who heads up the U.S. 
office of an American finn 
which has had a sensitive con
tract with the Saudis for the last 
15 years. Certainly he would be 
able to pull the strings to get 

ABOVE: LCpl. Eric Toth, from Niantic, Conn., armed with M16A2/M203, 
typifies 70-man Marine detachment on USS Independence. On page 1 he 
appears flanked on his right by his CO, Cpt. Mike Dunnagan; on his left, 
1st Sgt Daniel Lopez. Photo: Robert K. Brown 

I contacted Major Olin Saun
ders , the local military press 
liaison rep. Saunders is reaIJy a 
chopper pilot and I knew he 'd 
rather be whump whump 
whumping around the desert 
than telling 2,500,000 journal
ists why they can 't go where 
they want to go. He graciously 
allowed me to become number 

something so simple 
as a visa. 

" No way, Jose. 
Hell, it takes us three 
months to get a busi
ness visa and we've 
had a contract with 
them for 15 years. A 
visa for a journalist. 
Ha Ha Ha. No such 
thing. You just don't 
get into Saudi coun
try. In fact, if you go 
to a tourist agency 
you'll find out there 
is no such critter as a 
tour of Saudi and 

F-14 catapults off USS Independence. 
Carrier is one of few if not the only military 
system ready for combat 24 hours a day, 
seven days a week. Photo: Robert K. 
Brown 

F-14 lands on Independence. Flight deck 
of carrier is considered one of the most 
dangerous environments in the world. 
Photo: Robert K. Brown 

2,500 ,001 on The 
List. Sitting in my 
hotel room l scanned 
the press list and no
ticed the name of a 
reporter for one of the 
major news weeklies. 
I scribbled on the 
back of one of my 
business cards, " Any 
interest in/knowledge 
of the Kuwaiti resis
tance?" 

He looked me up at 
coffee the next morn
ing, very interested in 
hearing what I knew 

there never has been. Sorry about that." 
Never say die. I had a contact in D.C. 

waving my arms, jumping up and down, 
saying, ' 'Me too, me too." The aide finally 

about any Kuwaiti resistance -which 
wasn't much . While we were talking he got 
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a phone call from Major Saunders, asking 
if he wanted to go on a photo opportunity 
on the USS Independence. I went into my 
hand waving and hopping routine and it 
almost worked, but the good major said 
there was only one seat available on the C-2 
Greyhound carrier transport plane. Luckily 
for me, the trip was postponed for two 
days, just Jong enough for the newsweekly 
reporter's visa to expire (tough shit). He 
left and I was next on 
the list. 

threat they might anticipate from the Iraqis, 
Captain Ellis, CO of the Independence, 
indicated he wasn't overly worried. "They 
have to find us, target us and launch. We 
have weapons to take care of any prob
lems." 

Captain Yakeley added , "We have lay
ered defenses, back-ups and back-ups to 
back-ups." When questioned about the 
attitude of the pilots regarding possible 

have good communication you have good 
morale." 

Captain Yakeley observed "The crew 
are young 18-20 year olds . .. they under
stand the press ... like to know what's 
going on. Captain Ellis frequently goes on 
the PA system and updates crew on 
significant developments." 

After the press conference, I asked to see 
the CO of the Marine Detachment on 

board. I was introduced 

We were fin ally 
wheels up from the air
field at !030 hours, after 
an unexplicable delay of 
several hours. After a 
gutsuclcing landing on 
the Independence some
where in the Gulf of 
Oman about an hour 
later we were shep
herded into a wardroom 
for a U.S. Navy dog and 
pony show. One of the 
briefing officers looked 
up from the press list and 
said, " I notice we have 
someone from Soldier of 
Fortune on board ... I'll 
have to talk to you about 
a job." I got nasty looks 
from some of the press. 
Screw 'em. 

A-6 Intruders ready for launch to be followed by F-14. Portions of the movie "Flight of the 
Intruder,' which is now scheduled to be released in January 1991 (see SOF, August '90), 
were shot on the USS Independence. Photo: Robert K. Brown 

to Captain Mike Dun
nagan , CO and I I-year 
vet of the Corps. He 
escorted me down into 
the bowels of the ship 
where the Marines were 
quartered . The entrance 
was covered with chain 
link fencing painted red 
and topped off with a 
sign that said something 
like "Marine Detach
ment. No Entry Without 
Permission. " The steel 
framed door was ac
cessed only by punching 
the proper code on the 
door lock. I thought it 
diplomatic of me not to 
question whether this se
curity measure was to 
keep the Navy out or the 

Captain Jay (Spook) Yakeley, Com
mander Carrier Air Wing 14, who had a 
combat tour in 'Nam and commanded the 
Navy Fighter Weapons school, " Top 
Gun," observed, " Saddam messed with 
the wrong people, 'cause he messed up our 
port of call schedule . .. we were supposed 
to be heading to Hong Kong." 

I asked Yakeley if John Milius, director 
of the film "Flight of the Intruder," which 
was partially filmed on the Independence, 
was right when he observed that a carrier 
was the only military system that was ready 
for war 24 hours a day, seven days a week. 
("Flight of the Intruder" is, as we go to 
press, scheduled for release in mid-January 
1990). 

He agreed with the comment, adding 
"The only thing we did when we arrived on 
station that was different [because of the 
Mideast crisis] was to load bombs and 
missiles onto the planes . . . We're ready, we 
know our capabilities. In fact, we hope they 
know our capabilities. 

" ln '72 flying over North Vietnam we 
weren't allowed to hit dikes . When the 
NV A found out through the press that we 
weren't allowed to bomb the dikes they 
moved all their anti-air ... so we don't want 
to talk about rules of engagement or what 
tactics we will use." 

When questioned regarding what type of 
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hostilities he answered, "More than a few 
pilots would smile if they came out. " 

When questioned about the Navy board
ing suspect ships, Rear Admiral Jerry 
Unruh, Commander of Carrier Group One 
responded, "We' ll not go into operational 
specifics regarding boarding of ships, such 
as number of boarding party, boarding 
techniques, etc. Boarding crews do include 
U.S. Coast Guard personnel. " 

Captain Robert Ellis added, "We're 
prepared for a long, drawn out tour. Most 
senior officers have been over here before 
. .. we know what we' re doing. Morale is 
good . Tapes are flown in from Diego 
Garcia. The crew understands what we're 
here for, that the stakes are high." 

Admiral Unruh went on to say " . .. if you 

Marines in. 
I told Dunnagan I'd like him to select one 

of his men as I wanted to shoot for a SOF 
cover. He made a quick decision and while 
the young troop got his gear on, introduced 
me to his First Sergeant, Daniel Lopez 
from Chula Vista, California, who has I 7 
years in the Corps. 

Over coffee, Dunnagan and Lopez ex
plained that they were on a two-year sea 
tour with the Independence. The troops 
volunteer for the assignment after l 0 weeks 
of boot camp. Volunteers are thoroughly 
screened and those accepted attend the 
Marine Corp~ two-week School of Infantry 
followed by a four-week Basic Security 
Guard School, where they spend a large 

Continued on page 87 

USS INDEPENDENCE (CV-62) 
Overall Length . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 ,070 feet 
Height from keel to mast top .. . ........ .. . . . .. . .. . . equals a 25-story building 
Flight deck area . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4.1 acres 
Telephones on board . ... . .. . . .. . .. . .. . .... . . . ... . .. .. . .. .. . .. .. 2,300 
Horsepower . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300,000 shaft horsepower 
Top Speed .. .. . . .. . . . .. ........ ..... . . . ... .. . . . . . . . .... over 33 knots 
Fuel consumption at full power . .. . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . .... 150,000 gallons per day 
Propellers (4) .. ....... . . .. . ..... . . . . . ..... . .. . . .. . ... 21 feet in diameter 
Anchors (2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 30 tons each 
Rudders (2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 45 tons each 
Fresh water plant . . . .. . . . . . . . .. .. .... .. ..... . . . . . . . 380,000 gallons daily 
Electrical power . .. . . .. .. . . . .. .. .. . . . .. . equivalent to a city of 40,000 people 
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SAUDI ARABIA 

SUDAN 

YEMEN 

ETHIOPIA 

ESCAPE FROM KUWAIT 

A s I write this , l sit 
in the first class 

cabin of a Saudi 
Airways 747 en route 
to London. I am using 
a portable word proc
essor on loan from a 
Gem1an banker, a fe l
low passenger on the 
same flight. My word 

processor, along with three Olympus cam
eras, lenses, film and all my belongings, 
are in the hands of an Iraqi soldier -
a soldier who put the muzzle of his AK-47 
to my head and demanded that l hand him 
all my belongings . 

At the time I recognized this soldier - if 
you can call him that - for what he was: a 
skinny little man who thought he was tough 
because he had a gun in his hand . Oh , how 
l wish that we had been on equal terms; I 
would have tom that bastard apart with my 
bare hands. There was an American jour
nalist with me at the time. He obviously 
read my thoughts and saw the danger"signs , 
because he whispered to me, "Cool it , 
man." I took his advice; he probably saved 
my life. l never got his name, all I know is 
like me he is an ex-serviceman who earns a 
living traveling around the hot spots of the 
world as a freelance journalist, and like me 
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he came to Kuwait for a little R&R before 
returning to Beirut. The only other thing I 
know is that he was a chopper pilot in the 
Vietnam War. 

l managed to escape from Kuwait as the 
Iraqis raped, looted and killed innocent 
civilians. l hope that he escaped too . The 
last time I saw him was three days ago, 
when he was being made to kneel in the 
middle of a road as an Iraqi soldier pushed 
the barrel of an AK-47 in his mouth , while 
other soldiers chanted , "American. Not so 
big now." I do so hope that he made it out; 
I owe him a few beers. 

I had considered Kuwait a good place to 
spend my R&R after covering events as a 
freelance photojournalist for the past two 
months in the hell holes of the Lebanon . I 
had already arranged to meet up with other 
British journalists with whom l had also 
served in the paras and was looking forward 
to just relaxing before sorting out the 
pictures l had taken during my time in 
Beirut and typing up the text for the various 
publishers who were waiting for my 
stories . 

There were rumors that Iraq was threat
ening to attack Kuwait , but very few took 
this seriously, and quite frankly I was here 
to enjoy myself not to chase stories which 
would probably tum out to be false. It was 

IRAN 

Gulf 

Arabian Sea 

+-
DIEGO 

GARCIA' 

the early hours of the morning when I was 
awakened by the deafening sounds of large 
caliber automatic fire followed by the loud 
thud of mortars and heavy shells exploding 
nearby. This was quickly accompanied by 
semiautomatic as well as small caliber fire 
very close to my hotel. Being violently 
awakened from a deep and peaceful sleep 
by the battle which now surrounded me, I 
thought I was still in Beirut. I tried to 
reason with my confused mind. 'Tm not in 
Beirut, I'm in Kuwait - what the hell 's 
going on ," I thought loudly to myself. 
Then it dawned on me, shit! The Iraqis 
have invaded! 

l hurried to the window which over
looked the main streets. My room was on 
the seventh floor so I had a good view over 
a large area. The sight was one of confu
sion: figures running in every direction in 
the dark, muzzle flashes coming from 
every conceivable direction , the sky full of 
tracer, intense fires scattered around the 
street as cars, buses, and trucks burst into 
flames, and huge bangs followed by a ball 
of bright orange flames as yet another 
mortar round fell. 

Picking up my tape recorder and camera 
equipment I rushed down the fire escape 

Continued on page 82 
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ABOVE: First American troops began deploying to Saudi Arabia in the middle of August. Photo: DoD 

LEFT INSET: Marines check their NBC gear for proper fit. Much has been said about Iraq's chemical arsenal but U.S. troops are prepared to 
meet the threat. Photo: SIPA!Delahaye 

RIGHT INSET: Sidewinder air-to-air missiles are being stockpiled in case of an air war. Photo: DoD 

' 

M1 Abrams tanks are not air transportable and have been shipped to 
Saudi Arabia on cargo ships. Photo: DoD 

F-4G Wi ld Weasel electronic warfare aircraft takes off from base in 
Saudi Arabia. Photo: DoD 
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M60 machine gun crew on Humvee guard airfield perimeter. Photo: 
DoD 

The pace is hectic at airfields all over as Air Force F-16 and other 
needed aircraft begin to deploy. Photo: DoD 
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Unit locations are approximate; subordi
nate units may be deployed some distance 
from indicated unit position. 

Neutral Territory and Zones: Established 
to permit free movement by nomadic tribes; 
national boundaries are observed for secu
rity and resource development purposes. 

Al Bidlyeh 

1 1 feniib 

Main Roads (paved. hard gravel): Dry weather desert tracks: 

Roads under construction: Caravan tracks (caution advised): ............. .. 

All weather desert tracks: 

WORLD RALLIES TO KUWAIT 

nam and Laos 
Vietnam. 

T he United States 
has a lot more al

lies in its efforts to 
assist friendly nations 
in the Middle East 
threatened by a fanati
cal Arab military dicta
tor than it did when it 
sought to tum back the 
invasion of South Viet-

by Communist North 

And the reason is simple: The world 
feels more threatened by unfriendly domi
nation of Middle Eastern oil fields than it 
did by communist aggression. 

The only major troop commitment by a 
foreign nation in Vietnam came from South 
Korea, which contributed two infantry 
divisions and a brigade to the fight against 
communism, supplemented by token but 
very good troops from Australia, New 
Zealand, Thai land and the Philippines. 
South Korea, of course, had itself been 
invaded by a communist neighbor, North 
Korea, in 1950. 

Otherwise , the U.S. was abandoned by 
its traditional allies in its effort to stop the 
spread of communism. The British main
tained trade relations with North Vietnam 
and the French even gave at least tacit 
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support to North Vietnam, some of it 
subtle , some not. 

But such is not the case in the Persian 
Gulf crisis. At least 13 European and Asian 
nations have either committed military 
forces or promised them in the endeavor to 
prevent Saddam Hussein from becoming 
the Hitler of the 1990s. Some frightened 
Arab neighbors of Saudi Arabia have also 
joined the multinational effort . 

Following is a breakdown of foreign 
military assistance promised as SOF went 
to press: 

Great Britain - Four major warships 
and three minesweepers . Also will send 12 
Tornado fighter/bombers to Bahrain sup
plementing 12 already in Saudi Arabia and 
12 tank-busting Jaguar jets in Oman. 

France - Some 3,500 men on four 
warships and the aircraft carrier Cle
menceau enroute. Plans to send recon
naissance units to the United Arab Emirates 
and military instructors to Saudi Arabia. 
Combat planes , warships and Foreign Le
gion troops from Djibouti and the Indian 
Ocean make up a total force of 8,500 men. 

Italy - Two frigates. 
The Netherlands - Two frigates . 
Spain - A frigate and two corvettes. 
West Germany - Seven anti-mine ves-

sels will be sent to the Mediterranean to 

replace U.S. ships positioned in the Persian 
Gulf. Will also provide U.S . forces with 10 
Fuchs (Fox) vehicles which test the air for 
chemical warfare agents. The German · 
parliament is trying to change its constitu
tion, imposed by the Allied powers after 
World War II, so it can lend more direct 
military aid. 

Belgium and Greece - Each have 
promised warships. 

Australia - Two warships. 
Soviet Union (yes, it's true) - Two 

warships. 
Bangladesh - Sending 5,000 soldiers to 

Saudi Arabia. 
Pakistan - Promises to send troops. 
Turkey - Has moved 10,000 men to 

reinforce its second army defending Tur
key's southern borders, bringing total 
strength in the area to 70,000 men . U.S . 
tactical bombers and F- l 6s based in Turkey 
are within striking distance of Iraq . 

Regional forces opposing Iraq include 
these: 

Arab forces - 2,000 men from Egypt, 
1,000 from Morocco and 1,200 from Syria. 

United Arab Emirates - A 40,000 
strong army with more than 200 tanks, an 
air force of 1 ,500 men and 80 planes plus a 

Continued on page 84 

DECEMBER 90 



TAKE YOUR BEST SHOT 
AT 



TAKE YOUR BEST SHOT 
AT 

SADDAM HUSSEIN 
courtesy of 

Sf)IJ)ll~ll 011 11f)RTIJNI~ llAGAZINE 

Let Iraq's Saddam Hussein 
And His Fanatic Wackos 

Know How You Feel. 

JUST FOLLOW THESE STEPS: 
Write down this address on an envelope: 

Iraqi Embassy 
1801 P. St. NW 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
(202) 483-7500 

Take this target to your nearest shooting range 
and ventilate it. (Invite your friends along, too.) 

Fold up the remains, slip them into your 
preaddressed envelope and mail it to the Iraqi 
Embassy. We're sure the followers of the Hitler 
of the Mideast will enjoy receiving Saddam's 
target as much as you enjoyed shooting it 



USS Independence, ready for war. On board is 
Carrier A-Wing 14, consisting of F-14A Tomcats, 
F/A-18 Hornets, A-6E Intruders, 6A-68 Prowlers, 
E-2C Hawkeyes, S-3A Vikings and SH-3 Kings. CO 
is Captain Jay "Spook" Yakeley. Photo: DoD 

SPEC OPS IN THE GULF WAR 

U .S . Special Opera
tions Forces -

Army R angers and 
Special Forces, Navy 
SEALs, Air Force 
Spec ia l Ope rations 
commandos, Marine 
Force Recon units, and 
other elite forces are 
already deployed in 

the Persian Gulf Area of Operations (AO) . 
What role can we expect these forces to 
play in resolving this conflict? Following is 
a quick and dirty look at the Special 
Operations Forces - SOFs - of each 
branch, along with some speculation of 
how they might be employed in the present 
confl ict. 

ARMY: 
Special Forces: Look for SF Operational 

Detachments "Alpha" (SFODAs, or "A
Teams ,") to be used against targets deep 
within Iraqi tenitory. Command , Control , 
Communication and Intelligence ("C31") 
installations as well as military, industrial 
and infrastructure targets such as power 
stations, chemical weapons plants, missile 
launch systems, etc., are likely SF targets. 
These " Direct Action" teams might also 
have follow-on missions such as assisting 
downed allied aviators. 
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Specially trained A-Teams and SFOD 
" Delta," sometimes known as " Delta 
Force," would be instrumental in any 
rescue of U.S. hostages held in Iraq or 
Kuwait. 

Special Forces A-Teams could also 
infiltrate prior to a planned or possible U.S. 
attack against Iraqi forces to provide special 
reconnaissance for conventional units; to 
assist with targeting air strikes, and other 
special warfare missions. Of all SOF units, 
Army SF would probably go in earliest and 
deepest. 

Rangers: Airborne Rangers are at their 
best in operations like Urgent Fury, where 
they jump in to seize airfields or secure 
landing zones in advance of a major force. 
Rangers go in light , making up in shock 
power what they may lack in heavy 
firepower. A possible Ranger mission in 
Kuwait: seizing Kuwait's international air
port in support of a hostage rescue. 

Pathfi nders: Army Pathfi nder teams 
jump in to mark drop zones, direct helicop
ters landing air assault forces , and prevent 
snafus such as occurred at Desert One. That 
screw-up in the Iranian desert occurred in 
large part because Pathfinder personnel 
weren't included to coordinate movements 
of aircraft on the landing zone. The U.S .. 
learned a lesson on that one, and Pathfind-

ers will be along on any miss ion involving 
airborne or airmobile operations. 

AIR FORCE: 
Less well known than Army SOFs, 

USAF Special Operations teams are be
coming increasingly critical for successful 
Special Ops missions. 

Combat Control Teams: CCTs parachute 
in along with Army Pathfinders in advance 
of major paratroop drops, or they may go in 
alone. But CCTs do a lot more than just 
mark a DZ: They may work with Special 
Operations aircraft in surgica l strikes 
against high-payoff targets , fo r instance. 

Special Operations Wing: Flying the 
latest version of the MC-1 30 Combat 
Talon, or " Blackbird" (not to be confused 
with the SR-71 spy plane) , specially trained 
air crews can infiltrate SOF units deep 
behind enemy lines. MC-1 30s carry e lec
tronic warfare equipment, remote sensing 
systems and may also have a variety of 
sophisticated weapons systems on board. 

Special Operations weather analysts: 
Airborne qualified and sometimes specially 
trained in SOF tactics, these "Grey Beret" 
weather wizards are now assigned to each 
SF Group . They make sure the Army 
doesn't do anything really stupid concern-

Continued on page 84 
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T roqpers of tt)e 82nd Airborne board C-14l 
for deployment to Saudi Arabia. Photo:· "' 
Spec. Miehp.el Hixso.r.i •• 49th Public Affairs 
Del. U.S. Army -

' <M'""""' ' 
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TERRORISTS BACK HUSSEIN 
During a recent 

demonstration in 
the United Arab Emir
ates - the largest in 
memory - one of the 
demonstrators carried 
a placard saying, 
"Down with the terror
ist Saddam." It was an 
apt description of Iraqi 

strongman Saddam Hussein. 
In recent months Iraq has become the 

"capital" of international terrorism, per
haps in anticipation of the current conflict 
in the Persian Gulf. Today there is wide
spread fear that Hussein will use his 
terrorist proxies as a weapon against the 
United States and the alliance that has been 
assembled in opposition to his invasion of 
Kuwait. 

Saddam Hussein's government has long 
been involved in supporting terrorism, 
although Iraq was removed from the U.S. 
State Department's list of state sponsors to 
facilitate the American tilt toward Iraq 
during its eight-year-long war with Iran. 
However, in recent months a variety of new 
terrorist organizations have appeared in 
Iraq, in addition to those already based 
there. 

The Palestine Liberation Front (PLF) 
faction headed by Mohammed Abbas, 
which is part of the Palestine Liberation 
Organization (PLO), always has been 
Baghdad-based, and has served as the main 
PLO conduit to the Iraqi government. It 
was the PLF that carried out the recent 
seaborne raid on Israel, and the 1985 
hijacking of the Italian cruiseliner Achille 
Lauro. During the Achille Lauro incident, 
Abbas's men murdered an elderly Ameri
can confined to a wheelchair, Leon Kling
hoffer, and dumped his body over the side 
of the vessel. Abbas and his apologists later 
tried to shift the blame to Klinghoffer's 
wife, who was being held at gunpoint in the 
ship's lounge, saying that she killed her 
husband in order to get his insurance 
money. 

The Arab Liberation Front (ALF), an
other constituent member of the PLO, also 
is headquartered in Baghdad, although it is 
not as active as the PLR Created by the 
Iraqi Ba'ath Party in 1969, it has approxi
mately 400 members and is headed by 
Abed el-Rahim Ahmed. 

Sometime around 1 April 1990, the 
notorious Palestinian terrorist, Abu Nidal, 
moved his headquarters and operations to 
Baghdad. This reportedly occurred after a 
falling out between Abu Nidal and one of 
his principal patrons, Libyan dictator 
Muammar el Khadaffi. Major elements of 
Abu Nidal's Fatah Revolutionary Council 
(FRC), also known as "Black June," had 
been based iri Libya for several years. In 
addition, the collapse of one communist 
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government after another in Eastern Eu
rope, which had long provided Abu Nidal 
and his killers with sanctuary and freedom 
of movement, forced the terrorist chieftain 
to circumscribe his operations and pull back 
to the Middle East in Search of a more 
hospitable political environment. Although 
the FRC is not affiliated with the PLO, 
there are reports of a recent rapprochement 
between Abu Nidal and PLO Chairman 
Yasir Arafat. 

During the last several months, Arafat 
has transferred some of 

Mubarak of Egypt. 
By supporting Saddam Hussein, Arafat 

has once again demonstrated that he is no 
friend of the United States or its allies. As 
a result, it is inconceivable that the United 
States could ever again enter into a dialogue 
with ihe PLO so Jong as Arafat remains 
chairman. Washington must make Arafat's 
removal a precondition to any resumption 
of the talks, along with a repudiation of 
Mohammed Abbas and the PLR 

Whatever the outcome of the crisis, there 
is one certainty: we will 

the most feared and 
ruthless covert units of 
the PLO to Iraq, in
cluding elements of 
Force 17, his praeto
rian guard, which has 
carried out a number of 
terrorist operations at 
Arafat's behest. In 
addition, the PLO's 
Special Operations 
Group (SOG), also 
known as the Colonel 
Hawari Force, has 
shifted some of its op-

By supporting 
Saddam Hussein, 

Arafat has 

see a dramatic upsurge 
in international terror
ism in the months and 
years ahead. Prior to the 
onset of open hostilities, 
it is unlikely that the 
United States and West
ern Europe will be the 
principal targets of 
Baghdad's surrogates. 
Instead, Hussein is 
likely to employ terror
ism against Saudi Ara
bia, Egypt, the United 

once again 
demonstrated that 
he is no friend of 
the United States 

or its allies. 

erations to . Baghdad. The SOG earlier 
absorbed much of the dreaded May 15th 
Organization, which had perfected the art 
of building nearly impossible-to-find avia
tion bombs. Abu Ibrahim, the master 
bomb-maker of May 15th, currently resides 
in Baghdad, and several of his proteges are 
thought to have been responsible for 
constructing the bomb that blew Pan Am 
103 out of the sky. 

Arafat's overt alliance with Saddam 
Hussein is one of the most interesting 
aspects of the present crisis. In addition to 
shifting some of the PLO's terrorist ele
ments to Baghdad, there are reports that at 
least one brigade of the Palestine Liberation 
Army (PLA) was involved in the invasion 
and looting of Kuwait. Palestinians living 
in Kuwait were said to have served as a 
kind of fifth column, preparing the way for 
Saddam Hussein's invasion by collecting 
intelligence for Iraq and possibly even 
carrying out acts of sabotage. In addition, 
Palestinians form the backbone of those 
forces collaborating with the Iraqis in 
Kuwait to keep the infrastructure going. 

Arafat is nothing if not a survivor. 
However, many Western observers specu
late that he finally may be finished, even if 
war doesn't break out in the Middle East. 
By casting his Jot with Saddam Hussein, 
Arafat has split the PLO and made his 
organization a pariah in many Arab capi
tals, especially those in the oil-rich Gulf 
states that have bank-rolled his revoJution 
over the years. It is hard, if not impossible, 
to imagine Arafat ever again being em
braced by King Fahd of Saudi Arabia or the 
Emir of Kuwait, not to mention president 

Arab Emirates, Mo
rocco, Turkey, and the other states in the 
region who have joined forces with the 
United States to oppose the Iraqi invasion 
of Kuwait. It will be used to destabilize 
those countries and demonstrate that there 
is a price to be paid for opposing Saddam 
Hussein's designs in the region. It also will 
be employed against other countries to 
discourage them from joining the U.S.-Ied 
alliance against Iraq. 

A significant increase in terrorism di
rected against the United States and West
ern Europe is likely to occur only after the 
outbreak of war, in an attempt by Iraq to 
open a "second front." However, it will be 
after Iraq is defeated on the battlefield that 
we will have to brace ourselves for a truly 
major wave of terrorism. Until that time, 
most Arab radicals will invest their hopes in 
Iraq's army iµid its ability to hold its own 
against the coalition of forces arrayed 
against it. This is not unlike the situation 
prior to Israel's smashing victory over the 
Arabs in the 1967 Six-Day War. Only then 
did the Palestinians realize that the Arab 
iirmies were not going to defeat Israel and 
that they would have to take their destiny 
into their own hands. The only weapon left 
to them was terrorism. 

In this same respect, if war breaks out 
and Iraq ultimately is defeated and Saddam 
Hussein toppled, the Palestinians and other 
Arab radicals throughout the region can be 
expected to launch a major terrorist offen
sive against the United States and its allies. 
And if we are not prepared, this terrorist 
war eventually may be more costly than any 
potential "hot" war in the Persian Gulf. 

- Neil Livingstone °"' 
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GOIN' MOBILE 

Saddam Hussein's 
invasion of Kuwait 

and ruthless effort to 
dominate the world's 
oil supply has already 
proved two things. 

·George Bush has the 
courage and resolve to 
mobilize the U.S. mili
tary reserve forces to 

meet Iraqi aggression that Lyndon Baines 
Johnson lacked in confronting communist 
aggression - one of the key reasons 
communism prevailed in Vietnam, Laos 
and Cambodia --.,,. and that the reserve 
forces no longer are a haven for those who 
would avoid danger while at the same time 
making a token gesture toward serving their 
country. 

For with the Middle East crisis only a 
little over two weeks old, Bush told almost 
50,000 Anny, Navy, Air Force, Marine 
Corps and even Coast Guard reservists they 
are subject to immediate call-up - with 
indications of more to come. 

On 25 August, Secretary of Defense 
Dick Cheney authorized the call-up of 
49,703 reservists, to be specific. He has the 
authority to summon 200,000 men and 
women in the Anny and Air Force National 
Guards and all service reserves, and con
templated putting 80,000 of them on 
immediate active duty: 

But, said a Pentagon source, the White 
House wanted to keep as low a profile as 
possible on the initial call to colors in order 
to maintain a measured response to the 
deepening crisis and avoid alarmism. 

The numbers called up would more than 
double if hostilities break out between 
allied forces and the 160,000 Iraqi invaders 
of Kuwait who are positioned along the 
border of Saudi Arabia. There, regulars of 
the 82nd Airborne Division and 7th Marine 
Expeditionary Brigade face them. 

As details of the reserve activation were 
being described to reporters, including this 
one, at a Pentagon briefing, General Colin 
L. Powell, chairman of the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff said he had some advice for Hussein. 

"Don't try to scare us or threaten us. 
Won't work, never has," Powell said in a 
speech to the Veterans of Foreign Wars 
convention in Baltimore. Pentagon spokes
man Pete Williams said 9,827 reservists in 
jobs critical to sustain the buildup in Saudi 
Arabia would be notified beginning the 
next day, 26 August, and another 36,876 
by the end of September. 

The Marine Corps received authority to 
mobilize 3,000 troopers but indicated that it 
wouldn't need very many of them for the 
time being. The Marines depend much less 

· than the other services on reserves for 
combat support and maintenance chores. 
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Marine call-ups would at first be limited to 
specific people in special slots. 

And the first 50,000 soldiers, sailors and 
airmen will be mostly in roles not directly 
related to combat. but particularly suited to 
the environment and demands of this 
deployment. Water purification and trans
portation units for the Anny, for example; 
medical personnel in the Navy, about half 
of whom are doctors, nurses and corpsmen; 
and airlift specialists of the Air Force rather 
than fighter or bomber crews. 

''Air Force transport pilots have been 
flying back-to-back flights between the 
East Coast and the 
Arabian penin-
sula," a 14,000-

support of more than 76% of the electorate 
- there are already hints of Congressional 
cowardice for which that body has become 
noted in the last couple of decades. 

Besides ordering reserve component mo
bilization, Bush took a step similar to that 
of President Truman at the Korean War's 
outbreak. He issued a "stop loss" order on 
active duty personnel to prevent losing key 
people due for discharge or routine transfer. 

Bush may have gained insight from the 
failure of Lyndon Johnson to institute a 
"stop loss" order in Vietnam. Veterans of 
the Anny's 7th Cavalry from Vietnam days 

remembered at their 
recent 25th reunion 
that it was threatened 

mile round trip, said 
Williams. "The 
problem is, they 
were simply flying 
so many flights that 
the pilots reached 
the maximum num
ber of hours recom
mended for safety 
measures." 

This call to colors 
is the first of re
serves to military 
duty since 1968 and 
the largest since the 
Berlin crisis of 

"Don't try to 
scare us or 
threaten us. 
Won't work, 
never has." 

with an immediate 
drain of critical man
power even as the 
savage Ia Drang Val
ley battle of 1965 
was being fought. 
Many troopers vol
unteered to stay with 
their units, and their 
comrades, rather 
than take the oppor
tunity to DEROS in 
the face of enemy 
fire - which they 
could legally have 
done. 

-General 
Colin L. Powell 

1961. 
Most of the 

conventional news media has been com
paring this mobilization to the 1968 call-up 
and referring to the latter as being a reaction 
to the Tet offensive of that year in Vietnam. 
It was not a response to Tet. It was caused 
by the communist North Korean seizure of 
the U.S. Navy intelligence ship Pueblo and 
most reservists at that time were positioned 
in Korea with some others in Europe. Only 
a minuscule number of reservists went to 
Vietnam. 

As far as the time element is concerned, 
President Bush can keep the reservists on 
active duty for 90 days under his own 
authority and extend that for another three 
months upon notifying Congress of his 
intent to do so. 

"We have the authority to use their 
services for 180 days," Pentagon spokes
man Williams said. "Beyond that, I just 
can't make any ·time commitment." Con
gress imposed these limitations upon the 
Commander in Chief after the Vietnam 
War but whether it had the authority to do 
that under the Constitution's separation of 
powers language remains an unresolved 
question. 

Although thus far Congress has reflected 
national support for Presidential handling 
of the crisis - polls show Bush enjoys 

This call-up is the 
first test of how well 

the Pentagon's "Total Force" concept will 
work. 

Under Total Force, which the Anny 
depends upon considerably more than other 
services, regular formations are filled by 
units from reserve components, either 
National Guard or "selected Reserve" 
outfits and individuals. In some cases this 
means regular combat units - infantry, 
artillery, armor, combat engineers - are 
being sent to the theater in an "all teeth" 
status of purely combat personnel, support 
and service functions later being filled by 
reservists. But the concept goes beyond that 
of "rounding out" active combat forces 
with reserve combat formations. 

For example, the 24th Mechanized In-
. fantry Division, one of the units deployed 

to the Middle East, has two brigades of 
regulars with a third "round out" brigade 
of reservists. 

Former Secretary of Defense Mel Laird 
was the original architect of this idea in the 
mid-1970s. He was inspired by outrage at 
the reserve forces being used by summer
time patriots who knew they would escape 
Vietnam duty through reserve service. 

Congress subsequently modified Laird's 
idea, largely because it is cheaper to 
maintain reserve forces than full-time regu-
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Jars, for obvious reasons. Congress 
shrugged off reservations by the profes
sionally military about placing too much 
emphasis on reserves. Regular officers 
pointed to poor performances by National 
Guard divisions during the Korean War and 
to the fact that some of those few reservists 
summoned to duty during the Puebloffet 
era actually went to court, claiming that the 
call-up was illegal and that they were too 
poorly trained to do their jobs. 

Congress dismissed those reservations 
with the contention that the examples were 
due to poor equipment and inadequate 
training afforded the reserves under previ
ous policy. First-rate equipment and im
proved training techniques would bring 
raised performance and improved attitude 
to nearly equal that of regular troops, 
Congress declared. 

No one with even rudimentary knowl
edge of military realities really believes 
that. All other considerations aside, it 
simply is impossible to imbue the same 
spirit and install the same expertise in 30 
days a year of training as can be done in 
365. Hopefully, however, reserve perform
ance will be vastly improved over that of 
previous crisis. 

For that matter, no military unit is at 
peak performance until it has been tested in 
the heat of armed conflict. And at least one 
of the units committed to the Middle East 
has a poor record to erase. While the 82nd 
Airborne and the Marine regiments on duty 
over there have splendid histories, the 24th 
Mech's predecessor, the 24th Infantry 
Division, does not. An out-of-shape, ill
trained 24th Division sent to Korea when 
that war erupted, suffered the ultimate 
disgrace of seeing its Commanding Officer, 
Major General William F. Dean, taken 
prisoner when his troops left him behind. 
Individual soldiers of the 24th performed 
heroically during those early days of Korea, 
but many of its units broke and ran upon 
encountering a tough, motivated enemy. 

Reserve performance in this crisis will 
determine to a large extent, shooting war or 
not, how much reliance will be placed on 
reserve elements in the future and on the 
basic Total Force concept. 

"It's a real test for the whole future of 
the reserves," says Martine Binkin, analyst 
on military manpower issues at the liberal 
Brooking Institution in Washington. "It 
will determine whether this unprecedented 
dependence on reserves is a reasonable 
option for our national security." 

As mentioned, the Marines are the most 
self-contained of all services and expect to 
call up the fewest number of reserves. Most 
initial Navy call-ups will be of reservists 
filling in slots in stateside locations vacated 
by full-time personnel assigned to the 
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Middle East or duty with the fleet. Some 
400 Navy reservists, for example, were 
ordered to duty at Bethesda Navy Hospital 
near Washington, D.C., to replace a like 
number of doctors, nurses and medics 
assigned to the hospital ship U.S. Comfort, 
deployed to the 
Mideast. 

Many Air Force 
Reserve and Air Na-

is so bad that sailors in the U.S. fleet far out 
to sea must constantly spray water on 
antennas and other electrical gear to keep it 
clean. 

·No computer ever made has ever been 
exposed to anything remotely resembling 

the conditions preva
lent in Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait- or Iraq. 

At least one group 
tional Guard pilots, 
navigators and 
flight engineers 
hold similar posi
tions in civilian life 
as do the aerial 
ground crews. In 
any case, most 
flight crews of the 
Air Guard and re
serve spend con
siderably more time 
training than do 
Army reservists and 
guardsmen. 

No military unit is 
at peak 

performance 
until it has been 

tested in the heat 
of armed 
conflict. 

of men greeted the 
Middle East crisis 
and even duty in the 
area with unre
strained enthusiasm 
- the deckhands 
and gang crews who 
man U.S. merchant 
ships. America's 
merchant marine has 
been in a state of 
decline for many 
years due to competi
tion from Third 

Also undergoing 
its first test is the 
Defense Depart-
ment's concept of computers and other high 
tech equipment serving as a "Force Multi
plier," making fighting units vastly more 
effective through automation. 

Although the Pentagon has been spend
ing billions on this idea, it has never been 
seriously tested. The theory is so attractive 
as a method of cutting military budgets 
while theoretically not reducing national 
security, few in Congress have challenged 
or expressed reservations about it. 

This writer has been covering the mili
tary/high technology scene for more than a 
year and his advice is: don't bet the rent 
money that computers are going to come 
any place close to performing the miracles 
expected of them. My prediction is. that 
computers and allied high technology will 
one day be a useful military tool but no 
more so than any other device in the 
inventory. And all of it will require a Jot of 
improvement before it reaches that stage of 
development. 

Although computers and other tools of 
automation have been tested to some extent 
and some of them "ruggedized" to meet 
military specifications, none has been sub
jected to anything like the hostile environ
ment of a Middle Eastern desert. 

Computers are subject to .malfunctions 
from static electricity, dust particles, to
bacco smoke, extreme humidity and heat. 
In the Middle East temperatures reach 130 
degrees Fahrenheit, dust and sand storms 
are the rule rather than the exception and as 
in any extremely dry climate, static elec
tricity is ever present. The dust in this area 

World ship lines and 
· U.S. companies 
whose ships sail 
under foreign flags 

like Panama, Liberia, Honduras and other 
nations whose crew pay, insurance and 
safety standards are below those of U.S. 
Coast Guard licensing requirements. 

Merchant sailors reacted with unre
strained glee to the recall of 40 ships from 
the civilian Ready Reserves Fleet main-

- tained by the Department of Transportation 
(001). And DOT Secretary Samuel K. 
Skinner says more vessels will be activated 
and put to sea as the situation demands. 

These ships will carry weapons, sup
plies, aircraft, vehicles and other military 
related cargo to Middle Eastern ports 
supplementing military transport vessels 
already pressed into service. 

It is the first time the Ready Reserves 
fleet bas been activated since it was created 
in 1976. 

DOT's Maritime Administration ac
quires and maintains the fleet by purchasing 
at scrap value ships which have become 
smplus or are considered obsolete for 
commercial purposes. As newer vessels are 
bought, older ones are retired - although a 
few of the venerable World War II and 
Korean War Liberty Ships so familiar· to 
veterans of those conflicts are still on hand. 

Maritime Administration maintains the 
craft in three categories of time required to 
activate them - five days, 10 or 20. The 
fleet is a familiar sight to boaters and 
sightseers -at the three principal sites of 
storage: the James River in Tidewater, 
Virginia; Beaumont, Texas; and Suisun 

Continued on page 85 
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A BETTER 
BELLY GUN 

S& Ws Model 640 Centennial 
Improves on a Classic 

Smith & Wesson's Model 640 Centennial 
epitomizes .38 Special snubnose revolvers 
with its fully concealed hammer and 
stainless steel construction. 

Revolvers are a long sight from mori
bund. They still have their aficionados 

and lethal applications. More centerfire 
wheelguns have been chambered for the 
.38 Special cartridge than any other. Devel
oped by Smith & Wesson, it was intro
duced with their Military and Police Model 
revolver in 1902. Over the intervening 
years it became the standard round of 
practically every police department in the 
United States. Recent emphasis on large-
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capacity, double-action, semiautomatic 
9mm Parabellum pistols notwithstanding, 
the .38 Special remains popular with law 
enforcement personnel, now principally 
when chambered in concealment-oriented, 
short-barreled revolvers. With good reason 
- especially when provided with effective 
ammunition. 

Smith & Wesson has recently announced 
the recreation of its well-known and long
departed .38 Special Centennial revolver in 
the form of a stainless steel version called 
the Model 640. In my opinion, it epito
mizes the snubnose genre. 

Smith & Wesson pioneered the use of 
stainless steel in handguns when a quarter 

of a century ago in October 1965 they 
introduced the Model 60 stainless steel 
Chiefs Special. So-called "stainless steel" 
is a high-chromium-content steel alloy 
developed shortly after the tum of the 
century in an attempt to develop corrosion
resistant metals for artillery barrel linings. 
Chromium reduces the alloy's susceptibil
ity to oxidation. 

Early problems, which were quickly 
solved, resulted in negative rumormonger
ing about stainless steel firearms that has 
persisted in vague and often undefined 
form to this day. This is unfortunate, as 
today's stainless steel firearms are superior 
in just about every regard to those manufac-
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tured from standard chrome-molybdenum 
ordnance steels. 

In 1952, 13 years prior to the introduc
tion of the Model 60 and during Smith & 
Wesson's centennial year, they announced 
two pocket revolvers, each with a fully 
concealed hammer - thus combining the 
salient features of the old Safety Model, 
introduced in 1887, with the newly de
signed 'J' frame . Called the "Centennial" 
Models, the aluminum alloy-frame ''Air
weight" version (later called the Model 42) 
was the first to be produced. After the first 
37 specimens were fabricated with alumi
num-alloy cylinders (with a total weight of 
only 11 Y. ounces), subsequent Centennial 
Airweights were equipped with steel cylin
ders and barrels, which increased their 
weight to 13 ounces. The all-steel version, 
known as the Model 40, followed shortly 
thereafter and weighed about 24 ounces. 
The Centennial revolvers were available 
with either a blued or nickeled finish and 
were equipped with 2-inch barrels. 

These revolvers were also fitted with a 
grip-safety on the frame's backstrap. Many 
users contravened this dubious feature by 
pinning the safety lever in the depressed 
position. Because the hammer was con
cealed within the frame, the Centennial 
revolvers could be fired double-action only 
- an acceptable trade-off for loss of an 
exposed hammer that all too often served 
only to snag on clothing during the draw 
stroke. Designed for close-range contact, 
those employing snubnose revolvers should 
rarely require the enhanced accuracy poten
tial provided by single-action operation. 

During the 24 years of their series 
production , sales of the Centennial revolv
ers were no more than mediocre. As a 
consequence, they were deleted from Smith 
& Wesson's catalog in 1974. What people 
can't have, they want. Immediately after 
production ceased, a cult developed around 
the " hammerless Centennials" and prices 
for mint specimens began to escalate in an 
asymptotic manner. Several years ago, 
unfired Model 40 or Model 42 Centennials 
were fetching between $700 and $800 each. 

The new Smith & Wesson, Inc. (Dept. 
SOF, 2100 Roosevelt Avenue, Springfield, 
MA 01102) - very much on the ascen
dancy - is also very much in tune with the 
current marketplace. Their new Model 640 
blends the features of the previous Cen
tennials, sans the grip-safety, with stainless 
steel construction. 

SOF's test specimen weighs but 20 
ounces, empty, with an overall length of 
6\4 inches. The frame is a mill-finished, 
drop-forging. The barrel, frame and cylin
der surfaces carry a moderately high-gloss 
polish. All visible milling marks have been 
removed. Cylinder-to-forcing-cone gap 
was 0.008 inch. This is bordering on the 
excessive as 0.003-0.008 inch is the indus
try 's generally accepted tolerance range. 
Both lateral and fore-and-aft cylinder play 
were minimal. The cylinder of this 'J' 
frame revolver holds five rounds and 
rotation is to the left (as with all S&W 
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Herrett's Detective stocks direct the bore's axis into alignment with the arm, fill the void 
between the trigger guard and the frame's front strap and drop down below the frame to 
adequately conform to the dimensions of the hand. Federal .38 Sp. FBI load shown in Bianchi 
Speed Strip. 

revolvers). The short ejector rod , which is 
not equipped with a shroud, does not permit 
complete ejection of the empty cases . The 
cylinder latch is that of the entire S&W 
series and must be pushed forward to swing 
out the cylinder. 

The 2-inch barrel has five grooves with a 
right-hand twist of one tum in 18% inches. 
S&W revolver barrels are no longer pinned 
to the frame, as a method of precision 
threading was developed that eliminated 
this requirement. 'J' frame revolvers were 
the first to drop this feature . Collectors and 
dealers now refer to " pinned-barrel 
Smiths" with the clear implication that, 

like " pre-64" Winchesters , they are in 
some manner superior to the current prod
uct line. This may enhance the value of 
their collection, but S&W barrels were 
never really retained by this pin, as it served 
only to align the barrel and frame during 
their mating both before and after finishing . 
Many years prior to eliminating this fea
ture, it became no more than cosmetic as 
the top of the barrels were grooved oversize 
to ease insertion of the pin. 

The sight system is simple and appropri
ate for the projected use of a snubnose 
revolver. A large square notch cut into the 
top strap complements a long, serrated 

S&W MODEL 640 CENTENNIAL SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber: ............... 38 Special. 
Operation: ........... Five-shot revolver; fully concealed hammer; double-

action only. 
Weight, empty: ....... 20 ounces. 
Length, overall: ...... 6V4-inches. 
Barrel: ............... Five-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 

18% inches. 
Barrel length: ........ 2 inches. 
Construction Stainless steel with moderate high-gloss polish; 
and finish: ........... mill-finished, drop-forged frame. 
Sights: ......... ~ .... Fixed; open square-notch rear; serrated ramp-type 

• front with 0.10-inch wide blade. 
Stocks: .............. T&E specimen fitted with Herrett's American black 

walnut, skip-checkered, made-to-order Detective 
stocks. 

Price: ................ Suggested retail, $408 with smooth, goncalo alves, 
roundbutt issue grip panels. 

Manufacturer: ........ Smith & Wesson, Inc., Dept. SOF, 2100 Roosevelt 
Avenue, Springfield, MA 01102. 

T&E Summary: ....... The apotheosis of snubnose revolvers; reissue of a 
classic in stainless steel and sans dubious grip 
safety; remarkable accuracy potential; maximum 
concealability; highly recommended. 
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ramp-type front sight blade. Both 
are fixed and neither have been 
covered with any type of white or 
red dots or squares - the current 
meaningless fetish. The front 
sight blade on the Model 
640 is 0.10-inch wide, 
previously only a fea-
ture of the LadySmith 
line . Standard front 
sight width for 'J' frame 
revolvers has been 
0.068-inch. Eventually 
all 'J' frame revolvers 
will carry the wider front 
sight blade which is easier 
to acquire and a welcome 
improvement. 

The Model 640 is equipped 
with a smooth and narrow trig
ger. This is the preferred type for 
double-action shooting as it maxi-
mizes the trigger finger's sensory 
perception during the firing stroke. 
Wide target-type and even narrow 
grooved triggers should be avoided on 
combat revolvers. 

As it came from the factory, our test 
specimen had a somewhat gritty 12-pound 
trigger pull weight. The more we shoot, the 
more trigger-sensitive we become . 
Smoothing and lightening the trigger on a 
revolver of this type is no task for novill
eros. Positive ignition with every pull of the 
trigger remains the first priority. Never 
- repeat, never - remove coils from the 
mainspring of a 'J' frame revolver. Con
tract with only a competent, highly
regarded pistolsmith to smooth the action 
on a wheelgun intended for serious social 
purposes. Frank Glenn (Dept. SOF, 16036 
North 49th Avenue, Glendale, AZ 85306, 
phone: 602-978-9089) is an armorer for a 
major Arizona law enforcement agency and 
well-known to pistoleros in the arid South
west. He brought the trigger pull weight of 
our Model 640 down to an extremely 
smooth 8.5 pounds with absolutely no 
loading at the end of the stroke and with no 
compromise to consistent primer ignition. 
Frank cut a few coils off the rebound spring 
and honed the top of the hook on the 
trigger, the sides and bottom of the rebound 
slide, the recovery surface on the hammer, 
the seat and rebound seat and finally, the 
face of the cylinder stop. 

Grip selection for small revolvers is 
more often than not the cause for considera
ble consternation and frustration . The grips 
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issued 

Bruce Nelson's #10 Summer 
Special holster minimizes bulk 
inside the pants while its "rough 
out' texture allows the leather to 
adhere to clothing for position 
stability. 

with the Model 640, 
which exactly match the contour of the 
bantam-sized roundbutt frame, just won't 
do. They maximize the ability to effectively 
conceal the weapon, but the tradeoff is 
unacceptable. There is precious little here 
to wrap a normal-sized hand around. The 
consequence is an increase in perceived 
recoil and barrel whip that adversely affects 
accuracy potential and reacquisition of the 
front sight when all but the mildest of loads 
are fired. (Laser-etched on the Model 640's 
frame under the cylinder is the following 
invitation to those obsessed with "power" 
- whatever that means: ''TESTED FOR 
+P+.") 

There are numerous alternatives, but 
most are unpalatable. You could install an 
aluminum Tyler "T" Grip Adapter. It only 
costs $7 and will fill out the grip enough to 
more effectively absorb recoil. Unfortu
nately, it does not increase the length of the 
grip portion of the frame. Furthermore, the 
fit of these adapters is often imprecise and 
they are insubstantially retained by no more 
than two tabs wrapped around the front 
strap and the pressure of the grip panels. 
Seven bucks will not purchase a satisfac
tory answer to the problem. 

Neoprene rubber grip panels in various 

configurations and sizes are popular. In El 
Salvador, they are considered to be the 
emblem of.a real professional and will be 
found mounted on most of the Browning 
High Powers in that country. They absorb 
recoil better than any other material you can 
attach to the frame of a handgun. But, if 
you should grip the weapon incorrectly 
during initiation: of the draw stroke their 
adhesive qualities do not permit rapid 
readjustment, with potentially fatal conse
quences. Neoprene grips should be rele
gated to sport shooting only. 

A set of grips that direct the bore's axis 
into alignment with the arm, fill the void 
between the trigger guard and the frame's 
front strap and. drop down below the frame 
to adequately conform to the dimensions of 
the hand, will, by definition , increase the 
overall package. The increase in envelope 
can, be minimized if the grips are custom
made to the specific shooter's hand and are, 
thus , no larger than necessary. 

Herrett's Stocks, Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 741 , Twin Falls, Idaho 83303-0741, 
phone: 1-800-635-9334) has been produc
ing made-lei-measure handgun. stocks for 
over 40 years. I purchased my first set of 
stocks (for a Clark-customized Ruger bull
barrel .22 LR target pistol) from Steve 
Herrell more than 30 years ago. Steve 
passed away in 1985 and the business is 
now operated by his son, Rod, who's been 
running around in wood shavings since he 
was· two years. old. Rod's a former law 
enfqrcement officer and provides a 20% 
discount to police personnel. 

Almost all (98%) of Herrett's stocks are 
mac\e from American black walnut, noted 
for its strength, beauty and resiliency. A 
precise hand diagram is required to order 
stocks from Herrett's. We ordered a set of 
their Detective stocks with skip checkering 
for our Model 640. Designed to assist in the 
concealment of small-frame revolvers, 
Herrett's even . requires information about 
the manner in which the weapon will be 
carried when hand-crafting a set of Detec
tive stocks for your revolver. 

Herrett's combat and target stocks are all 
brilliantly desigµed and superbly executed. 
They are not inexpensive when compared 
to grip p\lllels manufactured from space-age 
synthetics. But the Detective stocks hand
fitted to SOF's Model 640 Centennial 
provided the most significant reduction in 
perceived recoil with the least compromise 
in concealability - important considera
tions as the most effective ammunition in 
this caliber is Federal's No. 38G, a + P 
load. 

Nothing will compromise a small re
volver's concealment potential or presenta
tion into the firing position more quickly 
than stuffing it into a poorly designed 
holster. Or \¥Orse yet, as some gun writers 
have suggested~ no holster at all. Some of 
these armchair commandos have stated that 
because the Ce,ntennial 's hammer mecha
nism is conceaied within the frame, it is 
ideally suited to - and was in fact designed 
for - carrying loose in a coat pocket and, 

DECEMBER 90 



if the situation requires, firing from that single-action revolver which was intro- renowned reloading authority, Philip B. 
location. The fact that some brain-dead duced in March of 1876. Sharpe, the .357 Magnum cartridge was 
couch potato may have actually pulled off Traveling at about 790 fps out of a 4-inch conceived as a hunting round, for which 
such a stunt without managing to set barrel, it does not expand, but will usually purpose it will sometimes suffice. Non-
himself on fire, doesn't make it any less yaw 180 degrees in soft tissue and end its expanding, heavy bullets driven at high 
ludicrous. In the real world, combat hand- travel base forward. Where the bullet yaw velocity provide the deep penetration re-
guns should be fired from the ---------------------........, quired to drop large and often 
Weaver position with emphasis ~ dangerous game animals. In fact, 
on the flash front-sight picture. 38 Spec FBI Load all three of the original bullets 

158 gr lead HP • trod ced ·th thi cartrid For those who .have been prop- vel-880 ft/sec (4 In brl) ID u W1 s ge 
erly trained for such confronta- were 158-grain solids driven at 
tions no further elaboration is • 1.-~-·-:-:-·-,..--·--:·-- ~ Permanent cavity an astounding 1,450 fps: a round 

~~~~::: ~~~~~::·· §l~r~ 
Bruce Nelson (Dept. SOF, I ---... ;."".:...,.;.--·-.-- ----Temporary cavity . I!,'; that Dick Tracy employed to 

Combat Leather, P.O. Box crack engine blocks. 
8691 CRB, Tucson, AZ With the possible exception of 
85738, catalog $3) has all the 0 cm $ 1 ~ 1~ 2'o 2~ d2 comic strips, .357 Magnum re-
right credentials for designing volvers should never have been 
and producing the world's fin- V\bund profile of .38 Special FBI load. This 1581jrain semi-wadcutter, lead- applied to law enforcement envi-
est combat holsters. As Jeff alloy hollow point bullet will usually expand to .59 caliber and penetrate ronments. They are unnecessar-
Cooper's first staff instructor about 12.5 inches of soft tissue. Muzzle velocity drops by only 50 fps in a ily heavy and their propellant 
and a founding member of 2-inch snubnose with no significant change in wound ballistic potential. charges invariably drive hollow 
IPSC, who spent much of his point bullets at velocities which 
law enforcement career conducting fire- is at its maximum, 60 to 120 degrees, the cause them to over-expand and under-
arms training for the California Department height of the permanent cavity will increase penetrate. With properly designed hollow 
of Justice, Bruce combines this background to about 0.70 inch ·(the length of the point projectiles, .38 Special velocities are 
with 25 years as a premier holster designer projectile). Otherwise the wound track is no adequate. If you want to increase handgun 
and leather craftsman. larger than the bullet's diameter (.357-8 performance against human targets, then 

Bruce Nelson's designs are characterized inch). This load has a reputation for you need to increase the diameter of the 
by the following criteria: allowance for a over-penetration and it will usually pass bullet, not its velocity. 
full and final firing grip upon first contact through about 21 inches of soft tissue. Federal's bullet seems to be a bit softer 
with the weapon; weapon retention during That's not effective performance, but than the other makes of 158-grain semi-
reasonable physical activity; correct pistol there is an excellent and well-proven wadcutter LHPs. While this assures expan-
weight distribution - which differs dra- alternative. Federal Cartridge Company sion, and is thus the preferred loading, it 
matically between revolvers and semiautos; (Dept. SOF, 900 Ehlen Drive, Anoka, MN will cause moderate leading after no more 
snug holster and belt fit; and durability. 55303, phone: 612-421-0646) is one of than a box of 50. Bore leading in handgun 

Small revolvers are best concealed by several manufacturers who produce a ver- barrels is best removed by means of a 
inside-the-pants or ankle holsters. In 1967, sion of the so-called "FBI load." Federal 's Lewis Lead Remover kit which can be 
Nelson designed his justifiably well-known load No. 380 is a 158-grain semi- obtained from Brownells, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
#10 Summer Special. A, by now, much wadcutterLead Hollow Point (LHP) loaded Route 2, Box 1, Montezuma, Iowa 50171, 
copied design (both acknowledged and to + P velocity. phone: 515-623-5401). 
otherwise), it corrected problems inherent From a 4-inch barrel this ammunition I prefer the flat Bianchi Speed Strip for 
at the time in inside-the-pants types. A will average approximately 880 fps. Aver- carrying an extra five rounds in the pocket, 
metal-lined top band permits reholstering age velocity from the 2-inch barrel of our but these lead-alloy bullets deform easily 
with ease. The belt retaining strap is Model 640 was 830 fps - only 50 fps less, and should be stowed, if possible, where 
secured by a one-way "pull the dot" snap. still moving out and not enough of a drop to they will not knock about. 
Fabricated from thin leather and precision alter the round's wound ballistics potential. The Model 640 revolver provided to 
hand molded (as are all Nelson's holsters), This bullet will expand to .59 caliber and SOF for test and evaluation was remarkably 
the Summer Special minimizes bulk inside penetrate about 12.5 inches of soft tissue. accurate. At seven yards, firing from the 
the pants while its "rough out" texture Both expansion and penetration are ade- Weaver position, it would consistently 
allows the leather to adhere to clothing for quate and this load, which recoils sharply, place all five rounds of Federal No. 380 
position stability. This is normally a strong- can be recommended without serious into a 1 Y2-inch group. The accuracy 
side holster, but as fabricated for our Model reservations for those packing revolvers in potential of snubnose revolvers is often 
640, the retaining strap is vertical and thus this caliber. ridiculed. The overwhelming majority of 
the holster can, in this instance, be worn We could load this bullet into a .357 gunfights involving handguns occur at 
cross-draw also. Magnum case, which is 1110-inch longer ranges of less than 7 yards. At that 

For all its popularity, no cartridge has than the .38 Special case, and drive it at distance, most 2-inch revolvers are capable 
been subjected to greater abuse or more considerably higher velocities. However, of 2-inch groups. That's accurate enough 
derision than the .38 Special. All of this it's important to remember that if we drive against targets that bob and weave and 
tongue lashing would have been more a hollow-point bullet at too high a velocity, shoot back. 
justified had it been directed at the bullet it will inevitably over-expand and reduce With a suggested retail price of $408, the 
that was 'for so long the standard .38 Spl. the penetration to an unacceptable depth. It S&W Model 640 comes complete with a 
loading with law enforcement agencies in may also fragment to an undesirable extent. brass bore brush and an aluminum cleaning 
this country. There's a correct velocity for every expand- rod. It represents the apotheosis of the 

The 158-grain .38 Special Lead Round ing handgun projectile, and it is not the snubnose revolver, or "belly gun," and 
Nose (LRN) bullet differs very little from highest velocity possible. stuffed with a fistful of Federal's FBI load 
that used in the .38 Smith & Wesson Introduced in 1935 by Smith & Wesson will adequately serve, in a backup role, 
cartridge. designed b.y Daniel Baird Wesson and developed by Wmchester with input those forced to patrol the asphalt 
for the Model No. 2 Smith & Wesson from Douglas B. Wesson of S&W and jungle.~ 
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Items on Right (Clockwise from left.) 
#2004 Black SOF Ball Cap with scrambled 
eggs. Col. Brown's favorite. $10.95 
#2001 Maroon Beret. Sizes 6 1/2 - 7 3/4. 
(Beret badge not included.) $14.95 

Items on Left (Clockwise from left.) 
#7033 SOF Magazine Binder. Sturdy black binder keeps 
your issues protected and handy. Holds 12 issues. $10.95 
#5007 Urban Recon 6-pack carrier, grey. This insulated 
pack keeps beverages cold . (Not for use with ice.) $10.95 
#7090 SOF Can Wrap, black with white logo. $4.95 
#7070 SOF Coffee Mug, white with red logo. $6.95 
#7050 SOF Luggage Tag, white with black logo. $4.95 
#711 O SOF Ashtray, white with red logo. $4.95 
#7120 Stein. 12-oz., clear with red logo. $7.50 
#7100 Shot Glass. 4-oz., clear with red logo. $4.95 
#7130 SOF Leather Coasters. Set of 4 with logo. $5.95 

Patches (From left to right) 
#7003 Shield Patch. $4.95 
#7002 SOF Round Patch, OD. $2.95 
#7001 SOF Round Patch, red. $2.95 
#7060 SOF Patch, black. $4.95 

Badges (By vertical rows, from left) 
#7005 SOF Key Ring. $5.25 
#7024 Beret Badge, black. $8.00 
#7023 Beret Badge, silver. $8.00 
#7021 SOF Lapel Pin, silver. $5.95 
#7043 SOF Lapel Pin, gold. $5.95 
#7020 SOF Lapel Pin, red. $3.95 
#7022 Beret Badge, red. $7.00 
#7053 Death to Tyrants Badge. $5.95 

#2010 Khaki Field Cap. Lined. S,M. $22.95 
(#2011 Unlined Field Cap. S,L,XL. $12.00) 
#2021 SOF Ball Cap with Oak Leaf Cluster. 
Distinctive, brilliant white. $9.95 
#7014 Web Belt, black. (No Buckle.) $3.50 
#7012 SOF Silver Military Buckle . $11.95 
#7013 SOF Black Military Buckle. $11.95 
#2020 SOF Oak Cluster Cap, grey. $9.95 
#5005 SOF Duffie Bag. Large size. Black, 
sturdy rip-stop nylon for hard wear. $29.95 

Items Below (Clockwise from left.) 
#7051 SOF Navy Blue tie. Oh, so subtle way 
of letting your presence be known. $15.95 
#7200 SOF Mirrored Sunglasses. $9.95 
#7140 SOF Money Clip. $5.95 
#7045 SOF Zippo lighter. For those who 
value never-fail dependability. OD. $16.95 
#7006 Ranger knife. 4 in. blade, 9 inches 
overall. Grooved grip. Black with bronze SOF 
logo. An impressive instrument. $39.95 
#7161 SOF Watch. Red logo and black, 
waterproof band. 1-year warranty. $29.95. _ _;~==:;;:;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;:::'.:==:::=:;i 
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Item Above 
#5008 Otis Gun Cleaning Kit. A 
gun's best friend in ·the field holds 
cleaning rod, brass-slotted tips and 
'T' handles, patches, solvent, in-
structions. All in a pocket-size case 
with OD SOF logo. $29.95 

Items Below (From left.) 
#501 O SOF Fanny Pack. Roomy pack frees 
your hands for important activities. Durable 
black nylon with SOF logo. $24.95 
#5009 Omega Group Waist Pack. Conven
ient size when you want to travel light. Black 
nylon with white Omega logo. $14.95 
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10,000 
FIREARMS 
BARGAINS 

Are you a gun trader? Gun 
collector? Or are you just ~~;y
plain interested in guns? 
If you are, you'll profit 
from reading the bar
gain-filled columns of· 
SHOTGUN NEWS, now 
published 3 times each 
month. It's the leading 
publication for the sale, purchase and trade of 
firearms and accessories of all types. SHOTGUN 
NEWS has aided thousands of gun enthusiasts 
locate firearms, both modern and antique - rifles, 
shotguns, pistols, revolvers, scopes, mounts. . .a II 
at money-saving prices. The money you save on 
the purchase of any one of the more than 10,000 
listings 3 times a month more than pays your 
subscription cost. You can't afford to be without 
this unique publication. 

Free Trial Offer! 
Money Back Guarantee. 

That means you get 36 big issues. What's more, 
if you're not completely satisfied, just tell us. We'll 
immediately refund your money in full and you 
can keep the issues you already have. Fair enough? 
You bet! Fill in the coupon below and mail it 
today! 

SAMPLE COPY • $3.00 r-------, 
1 Sh~tr=mun 1~:0 1 
I Th::,:~an~"~:;11• n-w- I 

that shoots. 'Iii'" iill 

I Box 669, Hastings, NE 68902 I 
I [•'ll·•l 1·402·463·4589 [v1sA 11 
I Yes, Start my subscription to SHOTGUN NEWS I 
I for 36 issues, $18.00 enclosed - to be refund- I 

ed if I'm not completely satisfied. 

I I 
I Name I 
I I 
I Address I 

I City I 
I I 
I State Zip I 
I I 
I Card Number Exp. Date I .. _______ .. 
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KID KILLERS 
Continued from page 59 

young criminals and sicarios in the church's 
rehabilitation program. "A sicario is not 
easy to recover. It's necessary to rebuild 
values. Many of these boys have the 
problem of drug addiction to basuco [a 
cheap residue of cocaine]. Thus, it's neces
sary to rehabilitate the person in two ways. 
[But] we are not going to gain anything if 
we rehabilitate someone and don't have a 
place to put him to work." 

Father Tobon believes owning small 
businesses would keep these kids from 
returning to crime. "If we put one of these 
boys as laborer in a factory, he would start 
out earning the minimum wage [about $78 
per month] and depending on 50 or so 
co-workers after he had been the one to call 
the shots. He would feel frustration. Small 
business is going to make him feel an 
important owner and he can grow depend-
ing on his capacity." · 

"The priests and the mayor have good 
intentions, but I look at rehabilitation with 
skepticism," says Lt. Col. Rcidriguez. 
"Sicarios don't have the skills or education 
to find work that pays more than the 
minimum wage. After being used to receiv
ing a considerable sum of money, are these 
criminal minors going to settle for a 
minimum wage salary, when in three or 
four days they could make one or two 
million pesos [about $1,925 or $3,485, 
respectively] by murdering? They should 
go to jail for their crimes and pay their debts 
to society. 

Defying death threats from Los Extra
ditables, President Gaviria has proposed 
sweeping reforms to strengthen the judicial 
system and ensure that no one is above the 
law. Determined to guard justice against 
bribery and intimidation, President Gaviria 
declared, "The Executive has to offer 
armed protection to judges and investiga
tors. We shall establish ... protection of the 
identity of judges and witnesses, [and offer 
them] the possibility of safe houses." 

Barry Trial Showed American 
Hypocrisy 

With this Liberal Party firmly in eontrol 
of the legislature, it's almost certain these 
proposals will become law. Colombians are 
tired of injustice, anarchy and violence. 
They are also outraged by American hypo
critical ambivalence toward illicit drug 
consumption, recently highlighted by the 
lenient results of the trial of Washington, 
D.C., Mayor Marion Barry on 14 counts of 
perjury, cocaine possession and related 
charges. 

Referring to Barry's conviction on only 
one misdemeanor count, Colombia's for
eign minister, Luis Jaramillo, didn't try to 
hide from journalists his government's 
consternation over the verdict, calling it "a 
judgment that we Colombians cannot 
understand, that makes us feel alone, that 
makes clear that neither the determination 

for fighting drug traffic, nor the costs of this 
fight, are distributed evenly." 

Cocaine consumption is a minor offense 
- seldom punished - in the United 
States, but Colombians consider it a killer. 
Their case rests on the graves of thousands 
of their innocent countrymen slaughtered 
by Cartel sicarios financed indirectly by 
millions of Americans and other consumers 
who purchase Colombian cocaine. 

Steve Salisbury is a longtime Foreign 
Correspondent for SOR~ 

I WAS THERE 
Continued from page 22 

get up on the curb. How short are you?" 
asked Roger. 

"Roger, I'm just not in the mood, but 
if you really want to know how short I 
am ... Well, I'm so short I need a match 
box to sleep in." We both laughed, but 
there was something hard and lonely 
about mine. 

After that Roger respected my feel
ings and we just dug. Finally, it was 
done. I went and got the body bag and 
dragged it to the grave site. 

"Well, Roger, let's get it over with.· 
"Wait," he said. "I think we've got 

some company coming.· 
And we did. At first just a few, but 

then more kept coming. People from all 
over the camp were coming to our area. 
Groups of two, five and 10. Some 
soldiers I recognized from the boonies 
and others I didnt Most were people I'd 
never seen before. The base com
mander showed up in his jeep with a 
Catholic priest. The tears flowed. I 
wasnt crying for Sarge. I was crying for 
the outpouring of affection for a 
mere dog .. 

Colonel Bender offered me a folding 
chair and said, "Sit down son, and put · 
your fatigue jacket on. We'll handle this 
funeral for you.· 

The Chaplain stepped up and said 
words I'll never forget as long as I live. 
"What we are returning to dust here 
today was a soldier in every sense of 
the word. If he has a soul, may it rest in 
peace." · 

Then everybody departed as quietly 
as t~~y had come. Sarge's war was 
over." 

COMBAT CRAFT 
Continued from page 9 

ies· for "special" treatment. Face it. 
You are not, through dint of your 
magnificent eloquence and flawless 
logic, going to make believers in de
mocracy or proponents of capitalism 
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JEFF COOPER'S 

AMERICAN 
PISTOL INSTITUTE 

••• THE CRISIS MANAGEMENT SPECIALISTS••• 

Take the initiative and dominate your envi
ronment. Train with the professionals at 
API. Learn modern weaponcraft : practical 
shooting, sk illful gunhandling, menta l con
ditioning and appl icable tactics with Jeff 
Cooper and the incomparable API staff . 

Consider the API Advantage: 

• We originated and have continuously evolved 
modern smallarms techniques. 

• We offer courses in rifle, pistol, and shotgun 
(machine pistol by departmental arrangement) 
for every level- introductory, refresher, 
remedial . intermediate, and advanced. 

• Our curricula are based on extensive research 
into smallarms confl ict, bo th in the past and 
as now occurring. We teach what happens. 

• Our student-teacher rat io is three·to·one on 
the range and one-to-one in tactical simulation. 

• We are a complete private smallarms training 
fac ility, encompassing over twenty firing 
ranges and indoor/outdoor tactical simulators, 
plus gunsmithing services on the premises. 

• We also provide off-campus and customized 
courses for mili tary, government, law enforce· 
ment and private audiences, anywhere in 
the free world. 

WE ARE " THE FIRST WITH THE MOST" 

For more information about courses 
and current scheduling, write: 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
P.O. BOX 401 -S 

PAULDEN, ARIZONA 86334 

VIETNAM-
OUR GENERATION'S WAR 

From the first Marines to the fall of 
Saigon, NAM blings you the biumph and 
defeat of Americas longest war. 'Mth 
eyewitness accounts, unrivaled photos 
and graphics, weapons and tactics pro
files, and searching analyses of the wars 
development from both sides of the DMZ, 
NAM is the finest documentary of the war 
you'll evef read. 
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out of your captors. It's just not going to 
happen. Save your breath and your 
energy. It's better by far to act as if you 
know nothing about politics or econom
ics and could care even less. 

Bounce Back 
If you break under torture and sign a 
"confession" or give the enemy infor
mation, whether true or false, military or 
personal, they've won a round and 
you've lost. Is it all over now? 

No. To repeat: they've won a round. 
Not the fight. Despite the defeated way 
you feel in body and mind and spirit, 
you're not whipped. The POWs held in 
North Vietnam developed an SOP 
which got them through: If you've bro
ken down, make them start ·all over 
again with you the next time, not where 
they left off. 

In his book, When Hell Was in 
Session, Jeremiah Denton says that it 
soon became clear to American POWs 
that the North Vietnamese could break 
anyone into giving them something. As 
a senior POW, Denton passed this 
word, " If you are broken, donl despair. 
Bounce back as soon as you can to the 
hard line." In other words, as Denton 
put it, "We determined that we should 
resist until they broke us and, when we 
recovered, make them break us again." 

In his book, The Passing of the Night, 
Robinson Risner says that he told 
POWs who had broken, "Donl sweat it. 
Most of the rest of us have been 
through the same thing. Let us brief you 
and tell you how things are going to go. 
You'll get your guts back in no time." 

In With God in a P.O. W Camp, 
Ralph Gaither says that the basic 
principle was, "Hold out as long as 
possible, every time. Make the enemy 
work for everything they get. Donl give 
'em anything." 

The Code of Conduct provides no 
guidance on what to do after you've 
broken, and Denton and Risner and 
their fellow POWs in Hanoi formed this 
strategy to fill that void. It is interesting 
to note that an official Pentagon study 
group formed after the war recognized 
this problem and recommended that 
this "bounce back" theory be officially 
adopted. It was, and FM 21 -78 (Pris
oner of War Resistance), which was 
released on 30 December 1981 , says 
that if you have "failed to live up to your 
duties and obligations by breaking 
down, donl let it get or keep you down. 
If you do, you magnify the matter out of 
proportion. Recognize what has hap
pened. Your buddies will understand; 
they've probably been in the same 
situation. BOUNCE BACK and use the 
lessons of the past to plan for the future. 
The enemy wants you to despise your
self; donl do it!" 

So, if you're broken, donl condemn 
yourself and donl give up. Sleep if at all 
possible and eat if possible. Communi
cate with your buddies, tell them what 
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happened and draw strength from 
them. 

Being a PON is a traumatic, painful, 
and sometimes terrifying experience. 
You may receive some scars (mental or 
physical) that you'll carry for the rest of 
your life, but most men survive. You can 
too."" 

DAMNED DIE HARD 
Continued from page 37 

assault was launched against the bus and 
the Somali frontier post, covered by the 
9mm cannons of the armored cars. Despite 
heavy machine-gun fire, the children were 
released, and the kidnappers and 20 
Somalis were killed. Sadly, two children 
lost their lives in this bittersweet success. 

Kolwezi: "Operation Bonite" 
In May 1978, Zaire was once again the 

scene of bloody fighting due to tribal wars 
and economic rivalry. The mineral wealth 
of Shaba (Katanga) is among the richest in 
the world. Supported by the Cubans in 
Angola, the Marxist ''Katangese 
gendarmes" were making trouble for the 
purpose of re-establishing the Tschombe 
regime by destabilizing the .regime of 
president-for-life Mobutu Sese Seko Waza 
Bongo. In the beginning, thanks to his elite 
Kamanyola division and to a Moroccan 
expeditionary force sent by King Hassa II, 
Mobutu held back the "Tigers" of the 

Congolese National Liberation Front 
(FNLC) led by Nathanael M'Bumba. Soon 
however, against a backdrop of terror and 
massacres, the "Tigers" were driving 
toward Lumumbashi. In their route lay 
Kolwezi, a mining town with 2,400 
Europeans. 

The "Tigers" rapidly pushed back the 
7.airian armed forces (FAZ), except the 
311 th para battalion which held the bridge 
over the Lualaba. Three thousand heavily 
armed rebels killed tlie black population, 
then began to kill the imprisoned 
Europeans. At Mobutu's request, French 
President Giscard d'Estaing decided to 
intervene. The 2nd REP was given the job. 
On the night of 17 May the regiment left 
Corsica and flew to Kinshasa. Despite 
hesitation in Paris and the lack of 
intelligence, Colonel Emlin, commanding 
the REP, drew up a plan that took into 
account the conditions at Kolwezi (16 
square miles, heavy bush separating 
different sectors, residential zones around 
the center) and local difficulties (Zairian 
troop transports out of action, U.S. 
parachutes in poor condition and often 
useless). Finally, the plan was developed: 

• A first wave would jump on the old air 
club to the north of the town, comprising a 
headquarters, two companies and the heavy 
weapons section. These forces were to take 
the rebel-held post office, the school, the 
hnpala Hotel and the hospital. 

• The second wave made up of the 
remainder of the regiment would jump as 

soon as possible to reinforce the first wave. 
• After clearing the town, the 

legionnaires were to join up with the 
7.airian paratroopers who theoretically held 
the airfield south of town. 

On 19 May, four C-130 Hercules and 
one C-160 Transall dropped the initial three 
companies, who immediately drew fire. 
The legionnaires rapidly overran the 
"Tigers" and moved into town, where all 
was horror. There was only intermittent 
firing, but bodies lay decomposed and 
mutilated on the road or heaped in piles. On 
20 May, after a series of fights in the 
outskirts, the legionnaires held the town 
and had released the European hostages. To 
prevent a counter-offensive, Erulin 
deployed his forces in strongpoints and 
patrolled the town. During the following 
days the legionnaires cleared the Metal
Shaba factory after a heavy fight that 
required all regimental assets, and created a 
large security zone. On the evening of the 
28th, the "Tigers" had retreated over the 
Angolan border. The 2nd REP had 
successfully carried out its mission: 250 
rebels killed, two armored cars destroyed, 
over a thousand weapons captured 
including two SKZ cannons, 15 mortars, 
21 RPGs, 10 machine guns and 38 heavy 
machine guns. It cost the regiment five 
killed and 15 wounded. 

Madness in Lebanon 

The Legion's involvement in Lebanon 
was in two phases. First was in 1982 during 
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operation " Epaulard" with the 2nd REP, 
then in 1983 with the Multinational Forces 
(MNF) with the 31st Brigade during 
"Operation Diodon," which served 
alongside the Italians from the San Marco 
regiment, and the U.S. Marines of the I/8th 
Battalion of the 24th MAU in the hopeless 
situation in Beirut. 

For the 2nd REP, things began on 20 
August 1984, when the legionnaires 
embarked for Beirut. The main task was 
hardly what legionnaires would prefer: 
protecting the Palestinians who were 
evacuating their positions in Beirut and 
ensuring the dignity of their departure, 
which was organized by the Lebanese 
army. Caught between the Syrians and the 
Israelis , it was a rough task for the 
legionnaires . As a secondary mission , the 
Legion was to protect the civilian 
population and if possible re-establish 
governmental authority. After a stopover in 
Larnaka , Cyprus, the legionnaire 
paratroopers landed in Beirut on 21 August. 

The atmosphere was tense; the Israelis 
refused to give up their positions. The 
companies prepared for a clash but the 
Israelis, realizing that it was no militia 
facing them, gave in . To the west of the 
wreck-strewn port , the legionnaires 
replaced the Syrians and the Palestine 
Liberation Army. In their new positions, 
they went from surprise to smprise. The 
buildings of Beyhum Square were 
protected by earthworks and were veritable 
bunkers , hiding every possible booby trap 
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and built to withstand bombardments from 
heavy artillery and from the air. 

Protecting the PLO 

On 25 August, the evacuation of the 
Palestinians began . Trucks were 
overloaded with armed men , 
accompanying women and children. The 
noise was terrible; a fantasia of hundreds of 
automatic weapons rocked the city. There 
were recoilless rifles , mortars , RPGs, 
grenades and even an AA piece. Wearing 
brand new battle dress, under the eye of the 
Israelis, the Palestinians carried their 
luggage and individual weapons: 
Kalashnikovs or RPGs for the most part, a 
few G3s, Ml6s or Dragunovs, and less 
frequently, some Scorpions or Ingrams. On 
30 August, Yasir Arafat left Beirut. The 
airborne commandos of the 2nd REP 
escorted him to the boarding plank of the 
Atlantis, the Greek ship that would take 
him to Cyprus . To this point the 
legionnaires had embarked 4,371 
Palestinians. 

In May 1983, it was the tum of the 31st 
Brigade, essentially made up of Legion 
units, to enter the Lebanese quagmire. In 
Beirut, the Brigade was composed of the 
following units: a command and support 
detachment from the lst RE, two infantry 
regiments (2nd REI and 21st RIM 
[Regiment d 'Infanterie Marine - Marine 
infantry regiment]) , an armored regiment 
(I st REC) and a combat engineer regiment 
(17th RGP [Regiment genie de 

parachutistes - airborne combat engineer 
regiment]). On the second of June, all units 
were in their assigned sectors. In particular, 
a detachment from the computer 
department of the Foreign Legion, charged 
with developing an effective intelligence 
evaluation system, and a logistical aid 
system. 

The 2nd REI had the difficult sector that 
takes in Sabra and Chatillah. The 
legionnaires multiplied the number of 
controls and patrols, interceding between 
the opposing factions . The 7th Company 
created a commando training course for the 
Lebanese army at Roumieh. The !st REC 
deployed its armored cars in greater Beirut 
and its outskirts . The various squadrons, in 
between firing practice, were engaged in 
the mountain at Faraya and at Roumieh, 
patrolling on the road to Baalbeck which 
overlook the Bekaa valley where the 
Syrians and Israelis faced each other in a 
heavy silence. 

Shortly before being relieved by the 
paratroopers of the 11th Parachute 
Division, the legionnaires suffered the first 
attacks , which reached their climax on 28 
October 1983, killing over 200 U.S. 
Marines and French paratroopers. Starting 
on 25 August artillery fire flared up, then 
on 30 August and 7 September were car 
bombings . Five legionnaires , two senior 
officers from the 17th RGP, and three 
soldiers from the 3 lst Brigade were the 
price paid for the madness raging in Beirut. 

Aside from these recent operational 
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DEFEND YOURSELF 
Our right to bear arms has 
never been under such se
rious threat. Having suc
ceeded in banning semi
automatic weapons in 
California, anti-gun 
activists are aiming for 
total gun prohibition. 
That Every Man Be 
Armed is the outstanding 

---::J"• book on the history and 
meaning of the Second 
Amendment. The book is 
essential reading for every 

gun owner to know and defend his or her rights. 

"Tire book-length version of tire bumpersticker, They 
Can Have My Grm When They Pry It From My Cold 
Dead Fingers." -ETHICS 

"TJrJ encyclopedic book on tire Second Amendment, it 
is must reading for all those interested in tire right to 
possess firearms." - DON B. KATES, JR., Esq. 

"Tire most thorough examination of tire historical 
evolwion of tire right to keep and bear arms." 

-MUZZLE BLASTS 
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missions, Legion units are charged with 
ensuring French presence, cooperation and 
training missions, and humanitarian aid. 
They also carry out joint exercises with the 
African annies whose governments have 
defense treaties with France. Thus, Togo 

1 and Cameroon have received elements 
from the 2nd REP and the 2nd REI, under 
the terms of bilateral agreements. 

Regularly, for the Franco-Senegalese 
"N'Djambour exercise," the 2nd REI and 
the I st REC debark at Dakar. The 
legionnaires also know the Central African 
Republic perfectly, as it serves as a rear 
area base for forces in Chad, and many 
have had the opportunity of visiting the 
jungle training camp in Gabon , to which 
country detachments from the 2nd REP and 
2nd REI were sent recently during 
' 'Operation Shark." 

In Pakistan, mine clearing experts from 

1LibertyTree, Rniew and Catalog"' I I 
134 Ninety-Eighth Avenue, Oakland, CA 94603 

' 6th REG alternate with those from 17th 
RGP in a training program for the Afghans. 
In Zaire, commandos of 2nd REP recently 
helped search for a rafting expedition which 
disappeared in the Matadi rapids, thus 
breaking new ground in exploring the 
Congo river. Like their forbearers, today's 
legionnaires continue to have the whole 
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world for a stage. 

Pierre Dufour is a former Legion officer 
and the retired editor of Kepi Blanc, the 
official publication of the French Foreign 
Legion. He has written numerous books 
and historical essays, and is currently 
writing a book on American volunteers to 
the Legion during World War One.~ 

IN REVIEW 
Continued from page 12 

major police department in the United 
States. He produced the highly ac
claimed videos Deadly Weapons and 
Deadly Effects, both of which are used 
by law enforcement and military agen
cies throughout the world and are the 
most popular gun videos ever made. 

His most recent effort, Deadly Force, 
covers a topic of vital interest to anyone 
contemplating the use of a firearm in 
self defense. Using interviews with 
police officers, legal experts and real 
criminals, together with several dra
matic action scenes, Jason explores 
the ramifications of responding to an 
anticipated threat with lethal force. 

Jason's principal legal authority is 
Richard Seldeen, a former prosecutor 
with 23 years trial experience in the Los 
Angeles court system. Seldeen's broad 
knowledge of the law brings a great 
deal of credibility to Deadly Force. 
Several police officials also discuss 
exactly what they ask and look for at the 
scene of a shooting. The folkloric non
sense about dragging the bodies of 
those you have shot outside the prem-

ises back into the house is cm1ered in 
detail. 

A most enlightening segment of the 
film is Jason's interviews with several 
incarcerated criminals and their reac
tions to the armed homeowners who 
confronted them during burglaries and 
other crimes. Although the video's title 
alone would bring most anti-gun para
keets into violent tremors, they might be 
surprised to learn why hardened crimi
nals support their efforts to disarm the 
rest of us. 

The dramatic action scenes, used 
throughout the video to illustrate legal 
concepts such as "reasonable fear" of 
either death or great bodily injury, are 
realistic enough to stir the stomach 
juices of all except the brain dead. 

Jason's dilemma was to distribute a 
tape with legal advice so generic it 
would apply to all 50 states with their 
diverse and often contradictory statutes 
concerning the use of deadly force. His 
approach is to provide conservative 
legal guidelines within which virtually 
anyone in any state can safely operate. 
His advice is justifiably cautious and I 
personally believe that women, in par
ticular, can get away with a great deal 
more - especially on the street - than 
Jason indicates. 

That small criticism aside - as 
following Jason's guidelines will cer
tainly keep you out of the legal gray 
area - Deadly Force is must viewing 
for anyone who owns a firearm and 
anticipates its use in self defense.~ 

DESERT SHOWDOWN 
Continued from page 59 

.following a strategy that fixes Iraqi forces 
in place while economic sanctions take 
effect. Such a course will become 
increasingly less tenable to the American 
public. For his part, faced with slow 
starvation at home (let us assume for the 
sake of argument that the blockade is 
relatively effective), Hussein is unlikely 
simply to accept his fate . When the 
situation becomes more clear to him, it is 
more reasonable to assume he will lash out; 
thus, the United States must be prepared to 
fight. 

Such a conflict, when it comes, will 
involve heavy casualties, particularly in the 
initial stages when the Iraqi armor columns 
are being halted. Thereafter, U .S. forces 
can go over to the offensive and cut off the 
Iraqi forces in Kuwait, then destroy the 
threat by moving against the remainder. 

It is clear that for the present Washington 
is seeking a low-cost end to the conflict 
through blockade. Such hopes, however, 
are at odds with historical evidence and 
must not be allowed to cloud military 
realities. The likelihood is that we will have 
to fight. We had best be prepared to employ 
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You don't have to be in the 
service to appreciate a good boot. 

But it helps. 
Thirty-mile forced 

:,f~;;~11r marches, maneuvers 
rn midsoles an in Alaska-it's 
Vibram• oulsoles 
to /be uppers, we slilcb \ familiar territory 
tbem. 17iat way Ibey can 
be resoled someday to a company 
that began outfittmg loggers and 
trappers 54 years ago. 

So we weren't surprised 
to hear a while back that some 
lieutenants from Fort Lewis were 
buying our boots and dyeing them. 

"Why don't you make 
these in black? '' they asked. 

Our 1000 denier Cordura• nylon insets /Jave ten times !be 
tensile slrengtb o/ leatbe1: And less /ban balf /be weigbt. 

That sounded like an order 
to us, so we had our full-grain 

leather tanned 
black inside and 
out (that way it 
doesn't show 
white at the 

One/irefif!.bler Seams), CUt it 
said our Tbinsulate in,sulalion two inches taller 
was so good be couldn t tell bJS 
bootswereonjire. at the top (so you 
can tuck your pants in), and added 
D-rings (for dress wear). 

And now we' re even taking 
orders from raw recruits. All over 
~· the country. 

But you 're not 
the only people who 
work with your feet. 

Think of the police. 
Firefighters. 

Letter carriers. 
IVewere the We did, and 
ones who invente llJe waterproof ~ 
Gore-'fex"'linersewnyearsago. We now Ouer 
the full range of service footwear, 
including the only walking shoes 
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_CASUALTY 

with components proportioned to 
size. And with heel wedges designed 
to disperse shock. 

No matter what you 
do, call Danner for the 
boots and shoes 

to do it in. Because chances are its not 
your feet that are killing 
you. Chances are it's the 
other way around. 

Call us for a 
~~_.. free brochure or 

the name of your nearest 
Danner dealer. 

1-800-345-0430. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 81 



"Ter'tle" de las islas 
When the sea is flat calm, and the surge has subsided, swim 200 meters 
due north from the old lighthouse to visit the grave of many a ship. But 
beware and forewarned, the road to the North End is fraught with 
ghosts . .. and guarded by the Mexican Army. 
We placed our artist's rendering 
of the shipwreck's location on the 
pocket of our "Ter'tle" - which 
we cut of preshrunk cotton in 
"naval blue". Our signature on 
the cuff assures you its authentic. 
Our Ter 'tle isn't quite a "tee" nor 
a "turtleneck" , more a mock in long 
sleeve. Price $28.95. Shipping included. 
S-M-L-XL MIC - Visa 1-800-745-5255 

RH Westermeier Ltd. -Maritime Provisioner-
5201 W Raymond St. - Indianapolis, IN 46241 

DEUT$1;.".Hl.l\ND 
S ll1".H 
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Deutschland siegt 
an alien Fronten 

!l(are 

WWII 
Prints 

:from 
11 Germany is Victorius 

on all Fronts 11 

'lJe{ta Press This is a reproduction of a hard lo find 
German WWII propaganda Print. B&W, 
2l"x26" 

Order No. P-72 ................................ $8.95 

GENUINE GERMAN PROPAGANDA 
PRINT REPRODUCTIONS 

Large (approx. 24" x33 ")full color reprints of these scarce WWII German recruiting 
posters. Printed on lop quality museum quality paper after being meticulously restored lo 
their original stale by a High-Tech Laser Scaning System. 

WAFFEN·ff 
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... WIRKAMPFEN 
"We are lighting ... You must 

(also) work for victory" 
Order No. CP-37 ........... $20.00 

WAFFENSS 
"Armed SS·-- You can enter 
on becoming 17 years old." 
Order No. CP-35 ............. $20.00 

NEDERLANDERS 
"Join the light ... We are 

marchingaginstBolshivism ... 
The Armed SS needs you!" 
Order No. CP-38. ............ $20.00 

HERi'\1ANN GORING 
DIVISION 

"Come with us~ Division 
Hermann 

Goring .... Volunteer! See 
your armed forces command 

(recruiters)" 
Order No. CP-36 ........... S20.00 

Fora 64 page 
ColorCatalog 

Send$2.00 
FREE WITH 

ORDER 

our military in correct fashion. Such 
preparations do not include portraying the 
enemy as 10 feet tall. This he is not. 

-TomMarks ~ 

ESCAPE FROM KUWAIT 
Continued from page 62 

toward the ground floor, pausing only to 
put on my shirt and pick up a roll of film 
that I had dropped in my haste. As soon as 
I entered the main lobby I saw several 

· wounded civilians. Many were covered in 
blood; some also had been badly burned. A 
large number of the hotel guests, mainly 
Brits and Americans, were already giving 
the injured what first aid they could, under 
the circumstances. 

I wanted to get outside and take a closer 
look at what was happening, but stopped as 
I began to turn the idea over in my mind and 
decide whether or not going outside in the 
heat of battle would be suicidal. I reasoned 
I would not be able to take any photographs 
until it got light anyway. 

This hesitation was fortunate, because all 
of a sudden a shell exploded directly 
outside the main entrance, causing the large 
plate glass windows, doors and half the 
concrete structure to blow inward toward 
the main foyer. .It was several minutes 
before the dust settled and an injured 
Kuwaiti soldier dragged his wounded mate 
through the gaping hole that was once the 
main entrance to the hotel. I rushed to his 
aid. His friend had had it - half his head 
was blown away and most of his brain was 
hanging out of a huge hole which was once 
the base of his skull. Blood and bits of bone 
dripped onto the floor. His gallant friend, 
who had dragged him this far, was also in a 
bad way. He had been shot several times in 
the back. I could have gotten my clenched 
fist into one of the many holes. He died five 
minutes later. 

I wanted to get a better look at what was 
happening so I raced up the stairs to the roof 
of the hotel. On my arrival I found that one 
British and two American journalists were 
already there, and they moved to one side 
to give me enough room to Jay beside them 
on the flat roof. We watched the battle for 
several hours and as the sun slowly came up 
it was possible to distinguish the Iraqis 
from the Kuwaiti soldiers. 

Although greatly outnumbered, the tiny 
Kuwait army gave more than a good 
account of itself. Iraqi soldiers were pinned 
down on a beach for some two hours while 
the Iraqis, using British-built Saladin 
armor, bombarded the Kuwaiti barracks 
where most of the soldiers were dug in. 
There were many dead Iraqi soldiers lying 
in the streets, and tangled metal that had 
been military vehicles, along with at least 
two burned-out helicopters which were so 
mangled that it was impossible to identify 
what type they were. There was thick black 
smoke rising high in the air from buildings 
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and burned-out vehicles; it had been a hell 
of a fight. The only visible resistance 
against the superior Iraqi forces with their 
armor, infantry and helicopters was now 
the accurate fire from the Kuwaiti snipers 
who were concealed among_ the rubble of 
the city. 

It was obvious that things could only get 
worse and this was verified to us when 
several Europeans told us of atrocities 
carried out by the Iraqi soldiers. There were 
eyewitness accounts of captured Kuwaiti 
soldiers, many of whom had been 
wounded, being executed on the spot. And 
a German woman was allegedly raped 
before her husband's eyes. We had to get 
out of Kuwait and make for the safety of 
Saudi Arabia before we were also killed or 
taken as hostages. By this time we were 
aware that 35 British soldiers acting as 
military advisers to the Kuwait army had 
already been captured and flown to 
Baghdad. 

At the time of this writing, the Iraqis are 
attempting to seal the borders and are on the 
lookout for American and British citizens. 
If you are a Brit or a Yank they want your 
blood; they don't care if you are a man, 
woman or child, they will either kill you or 
take you hostage, depending on what mood 
they are in. I cannot give any details on how 
we escaped across 200 miles of desert and 
bypassed Iraqi checkpoints and tank col
umns, because these routes are still being 
used and friendly Arabs are risking their 
lives attempting to set people free; in fact 
one passenger on this flight has just 
informed me that a group of Brits in a 
convoy of cars crashed through one of these 
checkpoints, and one member of the party 
was killed. All I can say is that there are a 
lot of brave men over there risking their 
lives daily so innocent people will be free 
from the butcher of Baghdad. 

The British Victoria Cross and the 
American Congressional Medal of Honor 
are the highest honors for valor in the face 
of the enemy that our two countries can 
award to our servicemen. I do not know 
whether the Kuwaitis have an equivalent, 
but I can tell you that I have seen deeds 
worthy of both. Kuwait's young men were 
showing the highest degree of bravery in 
the face of the enemy. Unfortunately most 
of such medals would have to be awarded 
posthumously. 

There are rumors circulating that the 
Iraqis had an easy time - they did not. 
Although I cannot begin to estimate how 
many were killed, there are many bodies 
lying in the streets and inside burned-out 
armor and trucks; perhaps that is why they 
carried out reprisals against the gallant 
Kuwaiti soldiers and civilians who coura
geously defended their country against this 
Hitler of the Middle East. As soon as I can 
raise the cash to replace my equipment I 
will be returning to the Gulf to report the 
facts and hopefully watch the U.S. and 
British air force kicking their arses back to 
Baghdad. 

- Alan Malcher, England ~ 
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PASSPORT T-SHIRTS 

ACTION GEAR® 
TAC-LINE® 550 
CORD DISPENSER 
Backpackers, Hnnters, Military, Campers, Boaters, Climbers. 
At las~ a unique, patented, prepacked dispenser puts 50 feet of 
indispensable 550 lb. test nylon 7-strand parachute cord at yuur fin· 
gertips. Tangle free, ready for use. Self·amtained blade allow.; total 
one-hand operation. Knot tying chart shows how to use 550 Cord. 
Unique ambidextrous Cordurt' nylon case attaches with dual 
ALICE clips. 8 oz. 
Select: (01) Carno willD cord, (03) Black w/Black cord. 
1LCS[ ), Tac-Line with Case $17.95 

PASSPORT T-SHIRTS 
If you've ever dreamed of traveling to the far corners of the mrld 
and sto~ping off at some of the more exotic - even slightly dangerous 
- watering holes, then we've got something for you. Made in USA. 
100% cotton T-Shirts feature colorful fascmating designs that set 
your imagination soaring. M, L, XL. 

BONE CELLAR-ZANZIBAR 
Not for the squeamish. This underground saloon is located beneath 
an old fortress, interlaced with a maz.e of old tunnels and 
passageways. PST2 $12.95 

HUMPS-TANGIERS, MOROCCO 
An institution since the 1940's. Noted for its legendary Gin Martinis 
and hot American jazz. PST4 $12.95 

FLYING TIGERS BURMA ROADHOUSE -
RANGOON 
Established in 1946 by several pilots from the A.V.G. (American 
\blunteer Group) who flew P-40's in WWII. PS19 $12.95 

MEKONG RIVER YACHT CWB 
No such club, but a very real place. PST! $12.95 

RUSSIAN MIG-25 
Mikoyan MIG-25 was Russia's response to the proposed U.S. B-70 
bomber. Now, it's used as a Mach 2.8 high altitude photo
reconnaissance aircraft PST24 $12.95 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION 
LEOPARD PARATROOP 
C.AMO FATIGUES 
The real McCoy! Created in 1952 for the French Para Batta!lion 
(BEP) battling in Indochina against Giaji's forces. Genuine French 
Mil-Spec, 100% heavyweight cotton twill, dyed and printed to spec 
with 11npecable attention to details. Sil.es: [03)M, [04)L, [OS)XL. 
FLCl{ J, Leopard Carno Coat $80.00 
FLT2( ), Leopard Carno Trousers $65.00 

BRASS 7.62mm BULLET PEN 
Handmarle in W. Germany. P31707 $19.95 

ORDER TODAY TOLL-FREE 

1-800-338-GEAR 
VISA, MC, DISCOVER, AMEX 
OR SEND CHECK OR M.O. TO: 

60L 

~BRIGADE 
~9R1WJ~STERS 
l025-60L Cobb lniemational Blvd., Kennesaw, GA 30144-4300 

ASK FDR YOUR FREE CATALOG! 

Non-Lethal 
Stuns & Immobilizes 

Visually intimidating. High 
intensity discharge will discourage 

most attackers up to 20 feet. Uses two 
9-volt batteries (not included). Safety switch. 

LED indicator light and all necessary labeling. 

GUARDIAN Security Products • Dept SF12 
8350 North 7th St. • Phoenix, AZ 85020 

COD & Credit Card Orders - Call: TOLL FREE 1-800-527-4434 
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A big glass ~r a big job. 
The Steiner 15x80 Observer. 
For border observation , security surveillance, 
or forward observation there is an increas
ing need for a high power binocular 
with low light level operation capability. 
The Steiner 15x80 Observer is the high power 
that is selected by armed forces and special 
operations groups worldwide. Built by Steiner, 
the 15x80 Observer uses many of the current 
U.S. Army's M-22 low light level capability 
features. The 15x80 is now available with 
optional laser filter and compass or reticle 
systems. 

The Steiner 15x 80 Observer is built in 
strict accordance to MIL-1-45208, the most 
uncompromising quality control specifi
cation in the military optics business. 
For more information, contact Bert Fein , 
Director of Government Sales. 

STEINER !he sh~rpest eyes 
m the field. 

U.S. Marketing Office: Pioneer 
Marketing al'ld Research Inc., 216 
Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108. Phone 
1-(800) 257-7742 (In NJ (609) 854-2424) . FAX: (609) 858-8695 

. . • • • • • . . . . . ...... ··:·=·=·=·=·=·:·= . =·=·=·=·=· ··= • ; .... : .. = = = . = :-: ... -::·.·:·=·:·:·:·:·=·=·:·:·:· •. : :-:·:·=·=·=·=·=·=·=·=·=·.·=·=·:·:·:·:·:·=·:·=·=·=·=·=·=·=·:·=·=·:·=·=·=·=·=~m 

I This new~= ~.2 ~a~ r: o~~~T~re~:o 
.... knobs, screws, or extra parts . The new mount has both NATO Stanag I ~~~ .. i~llidrf~g.~i~i~8J''ovisions. Colt AR,15116 dovetail base, com· 
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WORLD RALLIES 
Continued from page 64 

1,500 man navy manning 15 small 
warships. 

Qatar will open for the first time military 
facilities to U.S.-led multinational forces. 

Saudi Arabia itself has an army of 
38,000 plus a paramilitary National Guard 
of 56,000; a 7 ,000 strong navy; air force of 
16,500. Weapons include 550 main battle 
tanks, 180 aircraft and eight frigates . 
Reportedly, some 58 out of 70 Kuwaiti 
warplanes fled during the invasion of that 
country and are now with Saudi forces. 

Uncle Sam - To date more than 
100,000 men and women committed to the 
Gulf. Ground forces include the 82nd 
Airborne Division, two brigades of the 24th 
Mechanized Infantry Division, a brigade of 
the lOlst Airmobile Division and essen
tially a division of Marines. About 36,000 
sailors and naval airmen are aboard 45 
warships either in or heading for the region. 
The fleet comprises .four aircraft carrier 
groups with 300 planes - and the battle
ship Wisconsin . Another 180 combat 
planes are in Saudi Arabia, including 22 
Stealth fighters. 

- Bob Poos ~ 

SPEC OPS 
Continued from page 65 

ing weather - especially if USAF aircraft 
are involved. They may also infiltrate with 
an A-Team on a recon mission to collect 
weather intelligence . 

Para-rescue Commandos: These troops 
are usually SCUBA qualified so they can 
jump in anywhere to rescue downed avia
tors . In case immediate rescue isn 't possi
ble, they go in with a heavy load of ammo. 
An A-10 or F-15 squadron doesn't leave 
home without them. 

USMC: 
Force Reconnaissance: Force Recon 

teams go in in advance of a main Fleet 
Marine Amphibious Force, infiltrating by 
air (static line at extreme low altitude or 
free-fall) , small boat (Zodiacs or sea kay
aks) or by swimming (SCUBA, LAR-5 or 
surface swimming) . Their mission may go 
beyond recon, including raids against criti
cal targets in support of the main Marine 
force . If the Marines land in Kuwait, Force 
Recon will be there waiting - and leading. 

Besides Force Recon, the USMC has 
been actively training individual Marines in 
SOF tactics - the days of " Hey diddle 
diddle, straight up the middle," are defi
nitely gone for the USMC. 

NAVY: 
SEALs: NAVSPECWAR- Naval Spe

cial Warfare - units are made up of SEAL 
teams and special support personnel: highly 
trained air crews, small boat crews to 
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handle the Sea Fox infiltration craft, com
munications and intelligence specialists , 
etc. SEAL teams have already deployed to 
the Gulf for blockade duty: They'll form 
the raiding parties that will capture any 
blockade-running Iraqi tankers. Instead of 
sinking supertankers carrying tons of crude 
oil , the SEALs will deliver the big ships to 
safe ports in the southern Gulf. 

SEAL teams are also likely to be used for 
raids and reconnaissance along the Kuwaiti 
and Iraqi coasts, and reports out of Britain 
are that SEALs landed in Iraq approxi
mately 15 August on a recon mission. 
Sometimes criticized for lacking infantry 
skills, the SEALs "lack of commitment," 
to put it politely, to standard infantry tactics 
gives them flexibility Army and Marine 
SOF units may lack. It also makes them 
quite unpredictable. 

COAST GUARD: 
Coasties have been getting a lot of 

live-ammo training lately, thanks to the 
drug war, and they know how to organize a 
boarding party. USCG ship and air crews 
are actively involved in small boat training 
with Army SF maritime operations teams . 
USCG personnel have already deployed to 
the Gulf to serve as ''prize crews" tasked 
with piloting captured supertankers to 
friendly harbors. Also expect USCG rescue 
teams - HH-3 helos with CG rescue 
swimmers on board - to supplement 
USAF and Navy rescue teams in event of 
major air operations. 

A lot of training , new equipment and 
thinking, coordinated by the multi-branch 
Special Operations Command, have radi
cally changed the U.S. Special Operations 
Forces over the past decade. Look for SOF 
to bring you the most accurate reports of 
their employment in the Gulf War. 

- Chuck Fremont ~ 

GOIN' MOBILE 
Continued from page 69 

them. 
In St. Louis, a resourceful DLA official 

bought every bottle of sun screen .lotion 
from K-Mart and other cut-rate outlets in 
the area for shipment to the men and 
women in Saudi Arabia. 

Besides the DOT's reserve fleet of ships , 
this mobilization is drawing on the Civil 
Reserve Air Fleet (CRAF), another civil
ian/military reserve organization created in 
1951 . General Johnson got immediate 
authority to requisition 17 civilian passen
ger planes and 21 cargo aircraft to use in 
Desert Shield. There were no immediate 
cancellations of commercial airline sched
ules , said the Air Transport Association. 
Cargo Carriers were not immediately af
fected because this is a slack season for 
freight shipments, the association said. 

However, that could change if Defense 
Secretary Cheney invokes CRAP 2. Under 
CRAP 2, the military could requisition 79 
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DISCOVER 
FLEX 
APPEAL! 
Now you can develop the body you've always dreamed of having. Add inches to your chest, aims, and 

thighs. Sculpt your stomach, bullocks, and calves. The Body Sculptor builds muscle and relieves tension. 

Adjustable electrical impulses work your muscles more effectively than regular exercise. It's medically 
proven, effortless, and safe! 

In fact, in a recent scientific study• the technology used in our equipment was proven to be far more 
effective than weight lifting for training or re-educating muscles. 

BODY SCULPTOR 400 BODY SCULPTOR 800:' -----· 4-Pad Unit w/ Battery 
ONLY $159 + $5 

Postage & Handling 

•Totally Porlabk 

8-Pad Unit w/ Battery 
& AC Wall Adapter 
ONLY $295 +$10 
Postage & Handling 

• Used by World Class Alhkles 
• Compkle with lnslruclions 
•FREE Carrying Case r -------------DA VID STEELE ENTERPRIS ES, INC. 

30-DAY 
MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE 

I 
64 Lehigh Aisle, Suite 400, Irvine, CA 92715 I 

Sculptor 400 (Qty) Sculptor 800 (Qty) I 
I [ ] Check or Money Order Enclosed 

Try the Body Sculptor Ca 30 day. 
at no ri>l<. lfyou don't - amazing 
....Wr., simply 1':tum the unit for 
a full 1':fund, no que>tiCEJ1 ukcd. 

I[] Visa/MC# Exp. Date __ • 

Name Day Phone I 
.Address-------------~ 

I'll send them to you from Tampa, the fine cigar 
capital of the world. Sample the cigars in 
my new Sterl ing Sampler and enjoy a 
wonderful new smoking sensation. 1'11 
include a generous sampling of vintage
leaf. ·1ong-filler and cut-filler cigars, all 
perfectly blended for mildness and flavor. 

These superb smokes are made with expertly 
blended Cuban-seed-leaf tobaccos grown and cured the 
old Cuban way in Honduras from seed smuggled out of Cuba . 
They 're mild, flavorful and extremely satisfying to the cigar smoker who 's 
looking for something new, something better, something exceptionally tasty. Experts 
can't tell them from Havanas. You won 't be able to either, when you try them. Natural wrapper. 
If you"re ready for a luxuriously enjoyable smoking experience. try them now. 

IVIT vrrcn IV 

CIGAR LOVERS 
I'll send you postpaid a selec
tio n of 42 factory-fresh 
cigars -vintage-leaf long-filler 
and cut-filler smokes. II these 
cigars aren't all you expected, 
return the unsmoked ones by 
United Parcel or Parcel Post 
within 30 days and I'll refund 
your money. No questions 
asked . Your delivered cost is 
only $10. 90 for 42 factory· 
fresh, Cuban-seed-leaf cigars . 

CREDIT CARD USERS 
SPEED DELIVERY BY CALLING 

r=------------, 
I THOMPSON CIGAR co. Dept. 8839 I 

5401 Hangar Ct., Box 30303, Tampa, FL 33630 I O.K. , TOM! Ship me the Sterling Sampler under your money-back guarantee I 
for only $10.90. 
D Check for $10.90 enclosed (Fla. residents add 6% sales tax) 

I D Charge $10.90 to my D VISA D MasterCard D American Express D Diners Club 
PLEASE PRINT 

Cred it Card No. Exp. Date 

name 

street 

Lci t~y------------~s•=•'=•----=''~P _ __ -_~=_j 
OFFER GOOD IN U.S. O NLY -----

TOLL-FREE 1·800-237-2559 
IN FLORIDA, CALL: 1·800·282·0646 
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HOME OF THE LEGAL 
RAPID FIRE FUN! 

(The Ultimate) 

Specify Rllle Type 

Fire single rounds, 
five, ten, or even fi fty 
round bursts with· 
out governmenl red 
tape. The Ultimate™ 
Is not regulated by 
the 8.A.T.F. - it's 
100% legal. 

$129.95 
Specify rifle_ model. 

FIREPOWER Magazine 'Slaff Report' says: "The 
Ultimate Is quality made .. . installs In five 
minutes .. . fires at a rate o f 600-700 r.p.m ... . and fun! 

The 10122, AR-15, Minl-14 and 30, M-1 carbine and AK 
models. 

Jus; when you .,., 
thought It was over. . . ' 

i ' """ . . i ·~ •. EGA£ ~II/ -«' ' 
··-. .• ,._. EPowE1111) 

That's right! The lnlernattonally known Trl•Bur11TM trigger 
ac tivator which allows three round bursts from any semi
automatic weapon Introduces "Inertia-Fire". •1,. This all new 
Tri-Burst comes with Instructions that wtll show you how 10 
empty three or all shots at a full automatic-type rate without 
any modfflcallons. The all new Tri-Burs t Installs In seconds 
and doesn't interfere with the normal operation of the trig· 
ger. The Trl·Burst is completely legal and carries a lifetime 
replacement warranty. Hurry, as this Is the last hurrah! 

*
Specify Mfg. and rifle model. .~ 13911 

- -~8 "l./ ONLY 
" oi'"e so1urc1 r 

1_'\J\%1.'< 
5 

t-1•9 ~ . ·-Guns & Al.!AltNG" ,, 
.. ,~(,.._ . . G"" '1" 4

1111110 l~ ~1 115 ecs1 
. "BEST LEGAL FULL AUTO" ....... ll~l~O~;rePower * 

.Soldier of Fortune · · · 

LEGAL "BURST FIRE" DEVICE 

BM F Activators 
• Accomplishes a cyclic ~ 
rate of approximately 450 ' 
rounds per minute and 
legal because of manual 
operation. a-. 

Fits most .22 rifles. 
~ .... ,, 

LIST 
$29.95 $1 S~c~ 

Call or write for FREE product brochure listing bull 
pup stocks (Ramline, Choate, E;;\gle, Butler Creek, 
Pachmayr, and more). 

800-666-9190 
417-667-9190 

FAX 417-667-9191 

Add $4.00 Shipping (Continental 48 States). All oth
ers call or write for shipping rates. Add $3.50 for 
C.0 .D. 

Sales Tax - Mo. 6.5%, In. 5.%, N.C. 5.% 

Frank's Center, Inc. 
P.O. Box 530 

Nevada, MO 64772 U.S.A. 
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already in service which, when the cns1s 
erupted, included 13 "maritime preposi
tioned" ships; eight "fast sealift" vessels 
which move at 33 knots; and 13 " afloat 
prepositioned" ships already in the Indian 
Ocean loaded with ammumt1on, medical 
supplies and other material for combat 
requirements. 

The logistics requirements of Desert 
Shield are awesome. In the first two weeks 
alone, more than two billion pounds of 
ammunition, weapons, food, medical gear 
and other military supplies moved to the 
approximately three divisions of U.S. 
troops in the area. While virtually all the 
troopers, except for Marines, went by air, 
95% of the supplies had to be sent by water. 

"We've moved a Midwestern city the 
size of Lafayette, Indiana, or Jefferson 
City, Montana, said General Hansford T. 
Johnson, CO of the U.S. Transportation 
Command. " And we've also moved their 
cars, trucks, food , household goods and 
water supply. 

The airlift for Desert Shield in the first 
two weeks exceeded demands of the entire 
Berlin Airlift of 1948 and in relative terms 
the combined air/sea lift supplying the 
prodigious demands of U.S. forces in 
Vietnam. 

Mobilization forced the Defense Lo
gistics Agency to open 24-hour-a-day 
emergency supply centers nationwide. 

DLA personnel began ordering such 
items as . tens of thousands of malaria 
prevention pills and $50 million worth of 
chemical warfare masks and protective 
clothing. DLA told three uniform factories 
to switch from producing standard jungle 
green camouflage uniforms to black, white 
and sand colored camrnies, 400,000 sets of 
them. 

In St. Louis, a resourceful DLA official 
bought every bottle of sun screen lotion 
from K-Mart and other cut-rate outlets in 
the area for shipment to the men and 
women in Saudi Arabia. 

Besides the DOT's reserve fleet of ships, 
this mobilization is drawing on the Civil 
Reserve Air Fleet (CRAF), another civil
ian/military reserve organization created in 
1951. General Johnson got immediate 
authority to requisition 17 civilian passen
ger planes and 21 cargo aircraft to use . in 
Desert Shield. There were no immediate 
cancellations of commercial airline sched-

, ules, said the Air Transport Association. 
Cargo Carriers were not immediately af
fected because this is a slack season for 
freight shipments, the association said. 

However, that could change if Defense 
Secretary Cheney invokes CRAF 2. Under 
CRAF 2, the military could requisition 79 
civilian passenger planes and 108 cargo 
ships. In the final stage, CRAF 3, which 
can only be called during a national 
emergency, the military fleet would be 
expanded by 258 passenger planes, 217 
cargo craft, and 31 Boeing 767s which 
would be used for medical evacuation 
purposes. 

The U.S. commercial surface trans-

For the Man Who 
Likes His Comforts 

You make no excusesforyourhabits, 
so why not do them in style? Mug is 
he-man sized at 12 oz. to keep coffee 
hot. Sturdycera micwithheftyhandle. 
White with red and black SOF logo. 
Ashtray is thick ceramic to withstand 
bumps and heat. Three grooves se
curely hold cigarettes. Gold rim with 
red SOF logo. 

#7070 SOF Coffee Mug, $6.95 
#7110 SOF Ashtray, $4.95 
(Add $3 P&H 1st item, $leach additional item.) 
Call To ll-Free to Order - VISA. MC only. 
1-800-323-1776, Operator 131 
Or Send Check, Money Order, COO to: 
SOF Exchange 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 

NOTICE 
To 

CALIFORNIA 
RESIDENTS 

Some firearms advertised in this magazine may or may not be 
lawful for sate in California. 

Those specifically not allowed for sale in California are: 

A. All of the following rifles: 
1. Avtomal Kalashnikovs (AK) series 
2. UZI and Galil 
3. Beretta AR· 70 (SC· 70) 
4. CETME C3 
5. Coll AA·15 series and CAR-15 series 
6. Daewoo K·1 , K·2, Max 1, andMax2. 
7. Fabrique Nationale FN/FAL. FN/LAR and FNC 
8. FAMAS MAS223 
9. Heckler & Koch HK-91, H-93. HK·94 and PSG·t 
10. MAC 10 and MAC 11 
11 . SKS with detachable magazine 
12. SIG AMT. SIG 500 Senes, and SIG PE-57 
13. Springfield Armory BM59 and SAA-48 
14. Sterling MK-6 and SAR 
15. Steyr AUG 
16. Valmet M62. M71S and M78 
17. Armalite AR· 180 Carbine 
18. Bushmaster Assaull Rifle (armgun) 
19. Calico M-900 Assault Carbine 
20. Mandall THE-TAC-1 Carbine 
21. Plainfield Machine Company Carbine 
22. PJK M-68 Carbine 
23. Weaver Arm Nighthawk 

B. AH of the lollowing pistols: 
1. UZI 
2. Encom MP-9 and MP·45 
3. MAC 10 and MAC 11 
4. INTRATEC TEC-9 

5. Mitchell Arms Spectre Auto 
6. Sterling MK-7 
7. Calico M·900 

C. All of the following shotguns: 
1. Franchi SPAS 12 and LAW 12. 
2. Gilbert Equipment Company Striker 12 and 

SWD Street Sweeper 
3. Encom CM·SS 
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portation system of railroads and truck 
fleets has "not even been challenged" by 
Desert Shield, said Gen. Johnson. 

Railroads have a long history of switch
ing practically overnight from peacetime to 
wartime status and commercial trucking, 
for all the money Congress spends on 
making highways strong enough to stand 
pounding from 18-wheelers, plays an insig
nificant role in national defense. 

"Even in an all-out war," military 
requirements would take only 2% of the 
nation's trucking capacity," Johnson said. 

Activated reservists will fare better upon 
their return to civilian life than did their 
brethren in previous conflicts. Some of 
them not a great deal better, to be sure, but 
at the very least all are assured of a return to 
the jobs they held when mobilized. There 
was no such policy in World Wars I and II, 
Korea and Vietnam. 

Otherwise, their status while on active 
duty depends on the employer. Nationally, 
employers are about evenly split on 
whether they will continue to pay reservists 
salaries while they are on duty in the 
Persian Gulf area. In all cases, including 
Federal government employees, the em
ploying agency has the right of decision. 

A nationwide poll of 62 large employers 
reveals that 46% of them plan to continue 
reservists full pay but usually for a limited 
time. Some will pay full salaries for periods 
ranging from three weeks to three months, 
while others pay compensation for up to 
four years with adjustment for considera
tion of military pay and with some periodic 
reductions . The other 54% of employers 
simply shut off pay when a reservist leaves 
the job. 

But the Soldiers and Sailors Relief Act, 
which guarantees job preservation, does 
more than merely that. It, for example, 
limits interest rates on loans to reservists to 
6%. And there are some other lesser 
benefits based on individual cases and 
needs. 

Regardless of what measure you use, the 
government is giving today's soldiers a 
fairer shake than in the past. 

-BobPoos ~ 

FREE ENTERPRISE 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 

I N last month's Bulletin Board , we 
reported that the government-in-exile of 

Kuwait is recruiting meres with solid 
military credentials for action in the Ku
waiti Resistance. From the initial reports 
we ' re getting on Kuwaiti Partisan opera
tions , it looks like you should pack a basic 
load of U.S . $100 bills if you plan to get 
involved. 

Apparently the Kuwaitis, who are long 
on cash but sho1t on anti-armor weapons , 
are destroying Iraqi tanks by the following 
tactic: 

I . A white flag is displayed to the tank 
crew by the Kuwaiti guerrilla leader, along 
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with a fistful of U.S. dollars , U. K. pounds, 
or Saudi Riyals , large denomination only 
please. 

2. The tank commander and " G" leader 
negotiate a reasonable fee (approximately 
U.S. $1 ,000 cash or other hard currency 
equivalent, no plastic) for the tank crew to 
take a break outside of the tank. 

3. Cash is exchanged; crew exits tank. 
4. Kuwaiti guerrillas empty a gas can 

down the turret hatch , followed by a match. 
Everyone is happy. No one dies; the tank 

is destroyed for the approximate black
market cost of a cheap anti-tank weapon. 
The normal intermediate step of a weapons 
purchase is avoided, costing an arms 
middleman some profit. Think of the 
practical advantages if this anti-armor strat
egy catches on. Cash is a lot easier to carry 
(and jump - ever exit a C-130 with a 
Dragon pack?) than AT weapons . It's a lot 
quieter to employ, good for night and 
unconventional warfare operations. And it 
creates a new slot on a Special FQfces team: 
CPA NCO. 

-Chuck Fremont ~ 

GULF OF OMAN 
Continued from page 61 

portion of their training , firing 870 
Remington and 590 Mossberg shotguns; 
.45s and Ml6/M203s. 

Dunnagan, when asked why Marines 
volunteer for sea duty, replied , " No better 
way to see the world and for the adven
ture ." 

We picked up LCpl Eric Toth , from 
Niantic, Connecticut, whom Dunnagan 
had selected for the photo session , and 
moved to a small isolated deck for the 
photo shoot. As expected , the Corps 
cooperation was superb , though I got the 
feeling toward the end that good LCpl Toth 
had no intention of considering a modeling 
career after he got out of the Corps. 
Unfortunately, by the time I got back the 
November cover had already been selected 
so Toth will have to settle for his photo on 
page 60. Time was running out, so 
Dunnagan hustled me up to the Vulture's 
nest where 1 could observe carrier landings 
and take-offs. (By the way, Captain , I 
sincerely apologize for screwing up your 
workout schedule). Duly awed by the 
efficiency of the whole operation and 
especially the young flight deck crew, I 
snapped several rolls of film and climbed 
aboard the C-2 Greyhound for the flight 
back to the air head. 

I spent a couple of more days unsuccess
fully trying to link up with the Kuwaiti 
resistance, and then headed back home for 
the SOF Convention. 

I want to express, formally, my ap
preciation to all on the Independence. I'm 
sure I speak for all SOFers in wishing them 
good luck . Kick ass , guys! 

- Robert K. Brown ~ 

GIANT 
HEAVY DUTY 

INFLATABLE BOATS 
2 MAN $38 
3 MAN $50 
4 MAN $65 

Before Midnight December 31 
As part of an advertising test Dunlap Boat Mfg. will send 
any of the above size boats to any reader of this publi
cation who reads and responds to this test before mid
night, December 31 . This test has been commissioned 
by the International Boat Exchange. Each Boat Lot No. 
(Z·26 PVC), is constructed of tough high density fabric 
(resistant to abrasions, sui:>-freezing temperatures, sun
light, salt & oiQ, and has electronically welded embossed 
seams, nylon safety line grommeted all around, heavy 
duty oar locks, equipped with attachments for a motor 

·mount to handle up to a 21/2 h.p. motor, 4 separate air 
chambers for extra safety in 4-man, self-locking safety 
valves ~ncludes a combined hand/foot inflator/deflator 
bellows style pump), has hull identification numbers per 
the United States Coast Guard Boating Standard, and 
is recommended for marine, ocean and fresh water 
recreation, camping, fishing or a family fun boat. Each 
boat will be accompanied with a LIFETIME guarantee 
that it must perform 100% or it will be replaced free. 
Add $7 handling & crating for each boat ordered, Dunlap 
Boat Mfg. pays all shipping (Continential USA). There 
is no other monetary requirement. If your order is 
received within the next ten days you will receive FREE 
a rugged water sport (waterproof) digital wristwatch 
specifically designed for water, diving, etc. (features 
second, minute, hour, date and month). Lights up at 
night, and is accurate to the 10th of a second each year. 
Should you wish to return your boat you may do so for 
a refund or exchange. Any letter postmarked after 
December 31 will be returned. LIMIT: one (1) boat per 
address, no exceptions. Send appropriate sum together 
with your name and address to: Test Dept. #A181, 
Dunlap Boat Mfg., 517 W. Garfield Ave. , Glendale, CA 
91204. Or for fastest service from any part of the coun
try call FREE before midnight seven days a week. Have 
credit card ready. 

CALL TOLL FREE HI00-637-3823 
Ask operator for BOAT TEST #A181 

Before midnight 7 days a week. 
Have credit card ready 

~-

SUPPORT AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 

GIVE THEM THE TOOLS 
TO FINISH THE JOB. 

The Afghans have driven the Soviet Army 
from their country, but the war's not over; they 
still have to get rid of the Communist puppet 
government. 

SOF's AFGHAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS 
FUND has raised and spent over $150,000 for 
things like tactical radios, mine detectors and 
various special projects; the need is as great as 
ever. We need to send them the tools to finish 
the job. 

Send your donation to : 
AFGHAN FREEDOM FIGHTERS FUND 

P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

None of the funds collected go to staff 
salaries or administrative expenses. Donations 
are NOTtax deductible, and for that reason all 
the more appreciated. 
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I THE ADVENTURE -I 
CONTINUES ... 

Over 100 pages of high quality and 
functional gear: genuine military clothing 
and equipment for outdoors, survival and 
the streets. Send $3.00 for copy of our 
full color catalog. 

Name: _ _ _____ ______ ~ 

Address: ____________ _ 

City: _ _____________ _ 

State: ______ Zip: _____ _ 

Mail Th is Ad To: 

U.S. CAVALRY-« 
WORLD 'S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 

· DEPT. SF-12 

~55 Centennial Ave_::__ Radcliff, KY 40160-9000 _J 

Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 

COMPLETE PRIVACY! 
• Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
• Become "Invisible'! to Investigators 
• Stop Generating Financial Records 
• Communications Privacy .. Phone, Mall 
• How to Stay Out of Government Files 
• Begin Eliminating Negative Records 
• How to Create Helpful New Records 
• Generating Quick Cash Income 
• Hiding Your Assets • Privacy Afloat 
• Banking Alternatives • "Low Profile'.' 
• Privacy from Taxes • Nomadic Living 
• Multiple Addresses 
• Hideouts, Deep Cover 
• How to "Disappear" 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT - and MORE! 
Don't wait! Order TODA YI! 

ONLY $18.95 .. -----• EDEN PRESS 
I 11623 Slater "C", Box 841G-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92n8 

I Your {D Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add I 
Choice D FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 

I (California residents please add 6% sales tax.1 I 
I D Send latest Book Catalog - FREE. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I City I 
1&~ no -• 
.. ____________ .. 
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Ju-jo 
MAGNUM 
MAGNUM FACTS. 

World's only 
impact-garrote
compliance 
keyholder. 
Weighs 4 oz., 
6" long. 
Hi-tech 
plastic 
makes it 
invisible 
to metal 
detection. 
Fighting 
handguard 
protects your 
hand from injury. 

BIO MECHANICAL ADVANTAGES. 

Increases punching force 6.Bx, choking 9x, 
pressure uses 89x over the unaided hand. 

ADAPTS TO ALL MARTIAL STYLES. 

Developed by 8th degree black belt & 
Green Beret to improve any fighting style. 
Block, throw, strike, choke-Magnum does it all. 

TOORDER:Ju-jo&Manual$2l.95. Training video 
$29.95. Spike-plug$3.00. Sheath$10.00. 

TO: ParaCombatives Box 7039 Dept SOF 
Evanston, !160201 

The Big Ones! 
Now this is 
a knife ... 

Beautiful rosewood handles and brass handguards. 
Giant Bowie Authentic style modeled with the original in 
mind. 14·3/4" overall with an unbelievable 10-1/4" heavy 
gauge carbon steel blade. Leather sheath. $22.50 
Arkansas Toothpick Nobody will pick a bone with this. 
The biggesttoothpick knife we have ever seen. 18" overall. 
12· 1/4" double-edged blade. Leather sheath. $22.50 
Send check or money order for immediate shipment' Add 
$3 .00 /or shipping. Ill. residen/s add 7% tax. Visa/MC cal l 
Toll-Free 1-800-843-4105. In Illinois 1-800-225-2501. 

Money back guarantee if not pleased! 
Ballard Cutlery Dept. SF· 12 

1495 Brummel Ave., Elk Grove, IL 60007 

Featur ing an inventory of over 350 million gun parts 
in house. A500+ page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories . surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY ANTIQUES, INC. 
AUTHENTIC - ORIGINAL R.A.f. 
BATTLE OF BRITAIN, PILOT'S 

WEB HOLSTER 
( ' 

~ 

For: 
Smith & Wesson 
Victory Model 
aka Model 10 
&M&P 

also fits: 
Enfield 
commando 
& 
Webley 
.38 
Revolver 

Own a piece of 
W.W.11 Aviation His
tory with an origi

. 

nal snap flap holster 
made in England (jur
ing the war & issued to 
RAF pilots. Avail. In Air 
Force Blue or Army 
Khaki (State Preference) 
and is W.W. II dated w I 
makers stamp in almost 
unissued cond. 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY ANTIQUES, INC. 
P.O. Box 355, Bernardsville, N.J. 07924 

Phone: 12011953-9333 - FAX:l201) 953-0941 

D Check D M.O. D VISA D M/C 

- - w· --"=-

"THE ULTIMATE K·9" 
Home & Family Protection 
All Trainers Dept. of Defense Certified . 
-Pups & Professional Training Available· 
Lifetime Replacement Guarantee for 
Genetic or Temperament Disorders. 

- Excellent With Children
Shipping Available Worldwide 

"Developed and Bred Solely by" . .. 

LRRP K-9 SERVICES, INC. 
Box 1620 ME, Aiken, South Carolina 29802 

Phone 24 hours: (803) 649-5936 
L__------~---~. ---' ! , 

·~ I,.~ t:i;. .1' 
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COURSES: 
* Commando * Counter Terrorism 
* Airborne * Raid/Rescue 
* Executive Protection (Bodyguard) 
* Estate/Yacht/Aircraft Security 

FIREARMS TRAINING 
* Pistols, Riftes, Shotguns (All Levels) 
* Machineguns/Suppressors 

"Some of the hairiest missions ever 
conceived . .. If the full story of the 
Special Operations Group is euer 
made public, it'll read like a com- •• .... l!!!!!l!lo...,.• 
bination of Robin Moore and H. 
Rider Haggard, with a little Jules 
Vern thrown in for color. The dif 
Ference is that it's all true . .. Some 
of our ops make the Israeli raid on 
Entebbe pale by comparison." 

- SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine 
At last the whole truth can be told about the "Elite" 
warriors of the Vietnam conflict, those who served with 
MAC-V.SOG. 

WHAT IS ANNEX B? Until now a TOP SECRET 
classified document. Only "a few" highly placed select 
members of the U.S. Government ever viewed the "Big" 
picture of this incredibly "deadly" game plan conceived 
by the CIA against the enemy. Now available to the gen
eral public for the first time!! 

Virtually everything you wanted to know about 11111-
ltaly Assistance Command - Vietnam - Special 
Operations Group (JllACVSOG) is contained in this 
massive two-volume se~ previously unknown and unsus
pected! Over 700 pages, 81hx ll , 58 organizational 
flow charts, maps, and detailed reports, perfect bound. 

Two-volume set: $49.95 
Separate \>Olames I or U (pleue state): $26.95 ea. 

Add $3.50 shipping and insurance; outside USA $7.00. 
Ohio residents add 51h% sales lax. 

MONEY·BACK GUARANTEE! VISA/MasterCard accepted. 
Send check, MO or credit card no .. exp. date and signature to: 

ALPHA PUBLICATIONS 
P.O. Box 308-SOF •Sharon Center, OH 44274 t:SA 
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JIMMY LILE 
"The 
Arkansas 

"Imitated 
but 

unequaled" 

2721 So. Arkansas Ave., 
Russellville, AR 72801 (501) 968-2011 

C I A 
The legendary 
"get out of jail 

• • • free cards" 
Exact reprints of the covert identification cards car
ried by members of the CIA controlled MAC
SOG.(Military Assistance Command-Special Opera
tions Group· in Vietnam!. .. DO NOT DETAIN OR QUES
TION HIM! He is authorized to wear civilian clothing. 
carry unusual personal weapons. pass into restricted 
areas. requisition equipment of all types ... 

CAUTION-SOLD AS WAR RELICS ONLY! 
No. C-60 Original. multi-color folding l.D. card!.. $5.00 
No. C-45 Second version of the.above. issued in 1971 . 

two color. wallet size with laminate .... $5.00 
No. C-53 Air America Pilot's Identification Card and 

Pass from Siagon. Late war issue!. ......... $5.00 

NIC Law Enforcement Supply All 
220 Carroll - SJ. Box 5210 3 for 

Shreveport . LA 71 135-52 l 0 $ l 2. 00 
1-318-222-2970 (24hours) VISA/ MC/MO 

TELL THE WORLD YOU SERVED! 
From $98 

in PRECIOUS metal 

ARMY-NAVY 
AIR FORCE-MARINES 

PRESTIGE RINGS you'll wear with pride. World 's 
largest selection at military rings. Over 1000 combi
nations. Visa or MasterCard. Money Back Guarantee' 

Send S1 for full color catalog today. 

T-.J JEWELRY CO. 
Box 2730 SLO, Apache Junction, AZ. 85217 

1Succ..uon to RoylU Military ..se ... lryJ 

AFFORDABLE 
LEGENDS ••• 
THAT ANYONE 
CAN OWN. 

• 

ri>Horo-----:-'.::\ ~ 
I CARD I :g 
I KITS I ~ 
I MONEY BACK I 

GUARANTEE! I 

I Our Pro fessional quality, I 0 
laminated photo cards will O 

I 
amazeyourassociates! We 

1 r;~~~~~e t~~d c:~~~ · i~~ir~1~~ " 

I lions! You provide only a I m 
g~~~~i·s~~~ri~~~~o p~e~~~o~ lJ 

I your home! The result is a I 
distinctive, professional sys· 

I ~~ds 1~~rie ~S~ero~u;~i~ I 
ong1na1 card? Replace 1t _ 

I no~nly $4.95 C030 Security I 
L ___ s~t~~e.:=_Kits: __ -1 
I 

C04 O Bounty Hunter C060 Mercenary I 
COS O Special Weps. Pmt. C41 O Intelligence Officer 

I
C450 MAC-V (CIA) , #1 C560 Marine Recon I 
C600 MAC-V(CIA), #2 C460 Special Forces 

IC090 Suppres'd Weps. Pmt C470 Seal Team I 
C520Air America P.ilot C180 Pilot 

I C01 O Press Card C 100 Concealed Weps. I 

l
csoo Phoenix Program C170 lnt'I Drivers Permit I 
C49 0 Delta Force C 11 O Private Investigator 

I 
C25 O Parachutist, Certified C020 Bodyguard I 
C260 SCUBA, Certified C120 Security Consultant 

I C07 O Weapons Specialist CS 1 O Special Operations I 

I •i•C·ti I 
I NIC Law Enforcement Suoply I 
I 

220 Carroll Street Box 5210-S?" I 
Shreveport, LA 71135-5210 

I 24 hr. Order No. 1-318-222-2970 (FREE catalog) I 

Name ----------------

1 Address I 
I City!State/ZIP I 
I Card # Exp. Date --• c c c c 
\ v1sA M/C Check MIO Fax # 318-869-3228 J "-----------' 

~~~FLAGS 
Tell The World You Served! • 
El .. , Iii ~ . 

. 
Size 3' x 5' with Grommets 

Made of Cotton and Polyester 
Indoor or Outdoor Use 

only $12.95 Each Two for $23.00 
... ________ _ 

Select From 
I 0 U.S.A. 0 AIR BORNE I 

O VIETNAM VETERAN DIST. CAVALRY I ARMY D KILL EM ALL LET I 
I 

0 P.O.W./M.l.A. GOD SORT EM OUT I 
0 U.S.M.C. BULL DOG D SKULL & BONES 

I D NAZI (WWII) D CONFEDERATE I 
D ARMY D MESS WfTHE BEST 

I B ~~v~ORCE o A~~k/~~ W9ER~ST I 
I 0 MARINES OR LEAVE I 

0 COAST GARD D SPECIAL FORCE'S 
I IDEAL STUDIOS I 
I P.O. Box 41156 ·Chicago, IL 60641 I 

Plus $2.00 Shipping & Handling.For prompt 
I delivery send cash , cashier's check or money order. I 

.~~ I 
Address 

I City , State. Zip I 

L Viet Nam Veteran Owned ..J ----------SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 89 
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LEARN 
LOCKSMITHING! 

Become a Master Locksmith 
Learn at home 

Be Your Own Boss! 

Basic Locksmith I Course: 
INCLUDES: 
• Video (VHS) 

How to Pick Locks 
• Professional Lock 

Picks 
•ID Card 
• Certificate 
· Catalog 

Earn uf> to $48.50 per hr., full-time or part-time. Be a 
locksniith after completing our program. Each course has 
its own video, tools, supplies. instruction, and certificate. 
After only 1 course, be able to open locked homes. offices, 
and autos. Train further about locks. autos, safes. etc. 

SEND TODAY! $79.50 +2.50 handling 
$82.00 Check, Money Order, US Funds Only} 
1--------0R-------1 

Without Video (Same course with written 
instructions, professional picks. Same as 
above with ID Card, Certificate, Catalog) 
$49.50 + 2.50 handling ($52.00 Check, 

Money Order, US Funds Only) 

Send $82.00 or $52.00 To .. 

AMERICAN LOCKSMITH 
2100 Roswell Road 

Suite 200C-223 
Marietta, GA 30062 

AN END OF AN ERA 

KGB 
Complete East Geman/Soviet Set 
Identification Shield-bronze with red and multi
color cloisonne. A beautiful work with KGB motto 
in raised letters below Soviet Shield. (approximately 
3'/,. x 1% inches) 
Badge Wallet-Full leather with die cut insert for 
badge. KGB shield is embossed in gold on wallets 
front. Inside identification papers holder. 
Identification papers-Wri tten in Russian and Ger
man (Iran slat ion provided). Raised lettering and ther
mograved red soviet seal. Space for photo. 
This is a limited offer-there will be no more sets 
after our present stock is depleted. (your funds will 
be immediately returned to you if we are unable to 
fill your order.) 

Complete KGB identification set 

Mole Ltd . 
Box 4000-67 
New Orleans, LA 70178 

$49.95 

Sold as a collectors item only. 
Allow 4·6 weeks for delivery 

90 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

MISSOURI 
WILDERNESS 
CATALOCUE 
COMPANY 

Hard To Find Military surplus Items 

NEW MILITARY ISSUE ~ 
WOODLAND CAMO BDU's --\~;.-
Sizes XS-XL SI~ 
Pants $25 00 . ~. 
Shirts . . 25.00 ~ 
Set Price . . 48 oo 
NEW MILITARY ISSUE WOODLAND CAMO or 
OD M65 FIELD JACKETS 
Sizes XS-XL. .... . .... .. ......... ... $50.00 

NEW MILITARY ISSUE M65 FIELD 
JACKET LINERS 
Sizes XS-XL. . .. $16.00 

NEW MILITARY ISSUE WOODLAND CAMO or 
OD BOONIE HATS 
Sizes 7, 7Y2, 7% . . ...... .. .. $11.00 

TO ORDER CALL: NI00·969-8124 
Mastercard and Visa Accepted 

(Please include credit card expiration date) 

send $1 For our complete List Of 
Military cear, Clothing & Equipment 

(Redeemable with First Order? 

Satisfaction Guaranteed! Add $3 for shipping and han· 
dling for orders under $50.00. FREE SHIPPING & HAN· 
DLING FOR ORDERS $50.00 & MORE. AL and HI add 15%. 
MO customers add 6% sales tax. Checks. money orders 
and cashiers checks accepted. 

MISSOURI WILDERNESS 
CATALOOUE COMPANY - SOF 

2362 N. Lindbergh Blvd. - St. Louis. MO 63114 
1-800-969-8124 

LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s12e5 
Add $1 .05 Hndl. 

Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fu/Iv Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-12-SF 
156 Post Avenue, Westbury, llew Yori< t t 590 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 
From time to time, we make our list of 
customers' names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 
If you prefer not to receive such mail
ings, and want your name on our sub
scriber list only, please write us, en
closing your mailing label. 
Please address your request to : 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 

LEGENDARY 
ARMS, INC. 

REPRODUCTION KNIVES AND SWORDS 

SPRINGFIELD 
BAYONET AND 
SCABBARD 
Item / B-4 
$39.99 

i' ,, • 
SPANISH 
CAVALRY 
SABER 
Item /S-3 
$59.99 

SCOTilSH 
CLAYMORE 1831 
ltem # SS-9 
$175.00 

' J · ·· ... ~.( t 11, 

U.S. MODEL 1840 
LIGHT ARTILLERY 
SABER 
Item / S-5 
$74.99 

l 
U.S. 1860 
CAVALRY SABER 
Item IS-6 
$84.99 

U.S. 
DRAGOON 
Hem # SH-3 
With Scabbard 
Price $149.95 

I 
U.S. FOOT 
ARTILLERY 
SWORD MODEL 
1832- llem #S-7 
$89.99 

ORDERING INFORMATION 
LEGENDARY ARMS, INC 

P.O. Box 20198-SF. Greeley Square Station 
New York. N. Y. 10001-99929<212) 532-9055 

Send checks or money orders. NY/NJ/W 
Cf/M N roidcms plc:isc 11dd appropri:uc sales tax 
S&ll in continental U.S. add 10% or SS. piece 

Hawaii, AhlSkn & roreign countries 
:idd 20% or SIS. pieceeCalaJog $2.00 

~- -Min. credit card order $25 
Void in Stares where prohibiled by law 

Check local laws before ordering 

THE HOUND DOG 
Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughloul the world today. corporauons. prolessmnal 
men. and businessmen are spending milhons annually tom· 
sure privacy m their oll1ces and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated 
The " HOUND DOG .. 1s a wise investment lor anyone who has 
reason to beheve thal an eavesdropping device 1s now hidden. 
or may be hidden 1n the luture. in either home or olhce No 
radio 11ansm111er. no matler how well 11 may have been hid· 
den. can escape delcchon oy lhc " HOUND DOG" 

The "HOUND DOG " is an advanced electronic ms1rumen1 
designed tor 1he sore purpose ol loca!lng hidden 1ransm111e1s 
An avei age size olhce or room can be lhoroughly searched in 

only a maner of mmules The " HOUND DOG" snifls oul any 
transrrnuers hidden m pictures. walls. desks. chairs. etc . 
regardless of their ope1a11 ng frequency 
The " HOUND DOG" is sunple to use Single knob adJUSI· 

ment cahbrates the meter and any 1ransm1uer signal received 
1s mdccaled by !he me1e1 movement By simply sweeping 1he 
probe past walls . chairs . pictures. desks. elc lhe presence 
ol any transm111er will cause a rise in !he meier reading The 
me1e1 reading w11J conhnue to nse as the probe approaches 
lhe transm111er 

We believe you w1ll l1nd the 'HOUND DOG" outperforms 
mosl other uni1s selhng tor sev1;:1al !Imes the pnce This nem 
has been built smce 1962 Eacn one is backed by a 3-vear 
warranty by us 

Meter CallOrate 

ex~~~~~t~~l~ 
16 mches 

SIZE. t.6 x 2.4 x 8.2 INCHES $195. 00 
USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many limes more pcl'Nerful than olher lransmllers. 
Transmits up to Y4 mile 10 any FM radi> -Easy to 
Assemble Kil - up IO 9V battery (not Incl. ) 

' $19.95 
Call 407-725-1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping for Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1 .00 shipping for FM Transmitter to USI 
Corp. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COO's OK. For a 
catalog of lransmitters, voice scramblers & other spt=tciality items 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 
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BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magn um , 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds "Threat Level 
II-A" tested in accordance with the NILECJ
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt . 

Front & Back Protector .• • - -$190.00 ppd. 
l>dach•ble Side Pimels. . • • • .$40.00 ppd. 

Offic ially tested by the U.S . Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height , chest 
and waist measurements . 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 Dept. SF 
Matthews, N .C. 28105 

Ph. (704) 847-8793 FAX: (704) 847-4447 

ADVERTISER PAGE 

A.G. Russell Co .... . .. .. ... 9 
Al Mar Knives ............ 30 
American Pistol Institute . .. 77 

B-Square Co. . .. ......... 84 
Brigade Quartermaster .. .. 83 
Collector's Armoury ....... 77 
Cutlery Shoppe ........ 13-20 
Danner Shoe Mfg . ........ 81 

David Steele Ent. Inc . ..... 85 
Delta Press ............ . :82 
Doubleday Book Club ...... 7 

Dunlap Boats . . .......... 87 
Dutchman, The .. ........ 25 
Executive 
Protection ... .... .. . Cover 3 
Frank's Center, Inc. . ...... 86 
Greene Military Dist.. ...... 78 
Guardian Prod. . .......... 83 
Heckler & Koch Inc ... Cover 4 
Kaufman's West ..... Cover 2 
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REGA 3, INC. 

8930 W. State Road 84 
Suite 315 

Davie, FL 33324 
Telephone (305) 472-0472 

UNIQUE AND IMPRESSIVE 
The emblems of U.S. Armed 
Forces and Elite Units 
elegantly embroidered directly 
onto high quality polo shirts, 
sweats and jackets. Partici
pate in color selection of not 
only the item, but the insignia 
itself . Turn color into subdued . 
It's your choice. 
Send for brochure/price list. 
Custom design work available 
for unit orders. Perfect for 
reunions . Write or call today! 

SPECIAL EDITION: 
OPEllA'fION 
,JIJS'I, (~AUSE 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 
LL. Baston Co . ........ . . 30 
Liberty Tree Network . ..... 80 
Mil-lime ...... .... ........ 9 

National l.D. Center ....... 79 

Paladin Press .... . .. 3, 10, 11 
PCS-USA ............... 29 
Pioneer & Company ..... . 84 
R.H. Westermeier ... . .... 82 
Shotgun News ... ... ..... 76 
Slick 50 .......... .. ..... 27 
SOF Back Issues .. .. ..... 92 
SOF Exchange 
...... .. 21,31,74,75,77,80,86 

Thompson Cigar Co. . ..... 85 
Your Supply Depot, Ltd. . .. 23 

SUPPLY LOCKER 
Alpha Publications ..... . .. 89 
American Schools ........ 90 
Auto Ordnance Corp. . .. .. 89 
Ballard Cutlery ........... 88 
Brigade Security 
Forces .................. 89 

THE HUNTER 
&THEHUNTED 

FINALLY, the secrets of the 
BOUNTY HUNTER! Written by 
a BOUNTY HUNTER! Learn 
how to find anybody or anything 
by reading actual case histories 
and the step by step text of how 
to FIND PEOPLE .WHO DON'T 
WANT TO BE FOUND. 

The BEST SELLER on the 
art of earning your living by 
HUNTING PEOPLE FOR 
BOUNTY. No blown out of 
proportion exaggerations, no 
phony fiction . This book is not 
for WANNABES or MOVIE 
BUFFS! This is the REAL LIFE 
text used by professionals 
worldwide, now available to you . 
Updated annually to let you in 
on the latest secrets and tech
niques! Get yours now by 
sending $18.95 in cash, 
cashier's check or money order 
only to: 

Leeward Press 
P.O. box 230362 

Portland, OR 97223 

Eden Press ...... ....... . 88 
Gun Parts Corp. . .. . ...... 88 
Ideal Studios .......... . .. 89 

International 

Military Antiques . .. . . .. ... 88 
Jimmy Lile Handmade 
Knives ........... . ... .. . 89 
LRRP Security Services . .. 88 
Leeward Press . .. ... . . .. . 91 
Legendary Arms, Inc. . ... . 90 

Matthews Police Supply ... 91 
Missouri Wilderness 
Catalogue Co. . .. . ..... . . 90 
Mole, Ltd . .. .. .... . .. . . . . 90 
Nat'I. ID Center . ... ... .... 89 
Para Combativ .. ... . . .... 88 
Rega 3 Inc. . .. . .. .. .... .. 91 
T-J Jewelry Co. . ......... 89 
U.S. Cavalry Inc. . ... ... . . 88 
USI Corp . ...... .. ... · .... 90 
Westbury Sales .... .. .... 90 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 91 

CJ) 
c: .,, .,, 
~ 
r-
0 
(") 

" m 
:D 



MORE SOF BACK ISSUES ... 

••• STILL THREE FOR FREE 
Buy just six back issues of SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE for $30 and we'll throw in 3 FREE ISSUES of 
your choice. OR buy nine back issues for $45 and we'll send you THREE FREE ISSUES PLUS A BLACK SOF 
BINDER to keep all 12 in. That's a $70 value for just $45. And we'll still give you FREE DOMESTIC POSTAGE. 
(Foreign Orders: add $3 1st issue, $1 each additional.) Act Now! ALL issues are available except #2 & #3. Single . 
issues $5.00 each. Here's just a partial list: 

#1 Summer 1975: U.S. Vietnam Vets Attempt to Fight The Punch for the Crunch. 
for Saigon; CIA Assassination of Trujillo; Col. Hoare & #45 July 1981: Making war Movies; Angola: The War 
His Meres in Angola. the V\.brtd Forgot. Part 1; Vietnam Experience. 
#4 Fall 1976: Vietnam Vet First American KIA in Angola; #46 August 1981 : Angola, Part 2; Ulster Defense 
SOF Interviews CIC of Rhodesian Army; American Mere Regiment; Marine Recon. 
in Israel. #47 September 1981: SOF Tests the UZI; A Day 'Mth 
#5 Yt1nter 19n: Ralph Thorsen: Modern Bounty Nicaragua's Jackals; Red Trail in Africa. 
Hunter; Terror in Beirut - An Inside Look at the PLO; #48 October 1981: South Africa's Boys in the Bush; 
SOF Interviews Sir Robert Thompson USMC Gears Up for the Future; U.S. Army Ranger 
#6 Spring 19n: SOF Recon: Action in South Africa; School. 
NRA Survival School; Paramedics in Guatemala. #49 November 1981 : The war in El Salvador; Our Man 
#7 September 19n: American Mere Destroys Cuban in Beirut; IPSC Nationals. 
Espionage Ring; SAC Errors in VN Airwar Operation, #50 December 1981: "Rebel' in Rhodesia; French 
Part 1 ; Rhodesia: "Castle Keep.' Foreign Legion; Nightmares from 'Nam. 
#8 November 19n: South Africa Army Prepares for #51January1982: Laos -The War That Never Ended; 
War; Israel Defense Force; SOF Interviews Mike Springbok Raid Grabs Russians; Leatherwood SMG. 
Echanis; SAC Errors in VN, Part 2. #52 February 182: Thailand's Battle Road; 1981 SOF 
#9 January 1978: Africa Is Burning; A Professional Convention; Killing for Mother Russia; USSR's Awe-
Soldier Evaluates CIA-Cuban Exile Ops; Freelancing in some AGS-17. 
Cambodia. #53 March 1982: Seychelles Mere Fiasco; H&K G-1 1 
#10 March 1978: Bounty Hunting in Africa; Grey's Caseless Gun; 1981 SOF Shoot; SOF Interviews Israel 
Scouts; Rangers at Tel; Walther P-38K Galili. 
#11 May 1978: Meres' Togo Assassination Try; Thai #54 April 1982: Rough & Ready Army Rangers; Capt. 
Army General Speaks Out; Cubans Torture U.S. PO/Vs Dring's Private Navy; Vinnell's Saudi Arabian National 
in Vietnam. Guard. 
#12 July 1978: French Foreign Legion Today, Part 1; #55 May 1982: Beyond Angola's Border; Leatherwood 
H&K Assault Rifle; South African Commandos. State-of-the-Art Scope; Air Assault into LZ Hell. 
#13 September 1978: French Foreign Legion, Part 2; Leader; Angolan Border Fire Fight. #56 June 1982: FN FAL; Alexander Solzhenitsyn 
SOF Interviews Cambodia's President-in-Exile; Mike #31 May 1980: Bushmen _ Montagnards of South Speaks Out; SOF Uncovers Sidearm Snafu. 
Echanis: Hands vs. Guns. Africa; Kings of the Khyber Ames; Khe Sanh; Camerone #57 July 1982: Make Mine M14; Soviet Surrogates at 
#14 November 1978: French Foreign Legion, Part 3; #32 June ~980:Vietnam Delta Ambush; V\.btt Pack U.S. Army National Training Center; USAF Spectre. 
SWAT in Action; South African Strike in Angola. Skipper; RSAS Cuban Killer. #58 August 1982: American Mere in Lebanon; M249 
#15 January 1978: Jeff Coopers "Gunstte'; SOF #33 July 1980: MGs for Rent; Vietnam: Why We Went, SAW, SOG in Cambodia. 
Interviews Gen. John K. Singlaub; SOF Rides wtth Why We Didn\ Vvln; SOF Takes a Dive. #59 September 1982: CETME MG82; Southern Philip-
Rhodesia's Armed Corps. #34 August 1980: Gunfight at Fort Hustler, RVN; SOF: pines' Shadow War; Spanish Foreign Legion. 
#16 February 1979: In Memoriam: Mike Echanis; Contact in Rhodesia; Marine Desert War Exercises. #60 October 1982: Death on Africa's Skeleton Coast; 
French Foreign Legion Update; American Rides with #35 September 1980: Assignment Afghanistan; In Bullets and Ballots in El Salvador; SOFs Thai Balloon 
Grey's Scouts. Cuban Waters; SAS Dares and Vvlns. Jump. 
#17 March 1979: U.S. Navy Seals, Part 1; SOF Jumps #36 October 1980: Jihad in Afghanistan ; Soviet Special #61 November 1982: SOF Inside Afghanistan; M16 and 
Vvlth Confederate Airborne; Colorado NG Shows Regu- Forces; Shot in the Heart. Military Marketeering. 
lars How. #37 November 1980: SMGs Find Home on the Range; #62 December 1982: Global Warfare Special -SBS 
#18 April 1979: U.S. Navy SEALs, Part 2; Tommy Gun; Bringing Smoke on SWAPO; Stunt Pilot's Plot. and SAS in the Falklands; Lebanon; Afghanistan. 
Rhodesian Ranch Security; W.E. Fairbairn: Grandfather #38 December 1980: Vietnam: Howa.rd's Hill; Mo- #63 January 1983: War in South West Africa; Life and 
of SWAT. rocco's Desert War; Augers Mini-14. Times of Hilaire du Berrier; Taiwan's Tunnel Vision. 
#19 May 1979: SMG vs. Pistol; AK-47 & Its Variations; #39 January 1981: Sharpshooting with Chairman Jeff; #64 February 1983: SOF Fires AGS-17; Gringo in El 
Soviets Slam SOF. Anatomy of a Combat Knife; Cambodia: Journey into Salvadors Bush; Britain's Gurkhas. 
#20 June 1979: Death in the Night in Vietnam; Col. Hell. #65 March 1983: Peru's Weird Warriors; SOF Conven-
"Bull' Simons Engineers Iranian Jailbreak; OPFOR: The #40 February 1981 : AK-47; Hanoi's Htt List; Recruiting lion '82; Viet Vet Salute. 
Friendly Enemy. Scams; SOF Convention Report. #66 April 1983: Bloody la Orang; SOF and the KGB; 
#21 July 1979: BATF Gestapo; Combat Tracking #41 March 1981 : Morocco's Murderous Marauders; China's American Hero; SOFThree-Gun Match. 
Techniques; Fighting for Keeps; My Fights Against Fidel. Cold Weather Operations; Escape & Evade from Angola. #67 May 1983: AKS-74; SOF Looks at LRRPs; CIAS 
#22 August 1979: Mad Mike's Meres in the Congo; #42 April 1981: Afghanistan's Vvlnter War; SAS at War Korean Caper. 
Saigon: The Toughest Beat in the V\.brld; Handgun in Malaya; Betrayal in North Korea. #68 June 1983: Appointment in Angola; USS Ranger, 
Stopping Power. #43 May 1981 : Sex & Psywar; Marine Recon; SOF MX Peacekeeper. 
#23 September 1979: V\.brld Practical Pistol Champion- Staffer Inside Afghanistan. #69 July 1983: Operation Hastings, RVN; Central 
ship; Duel of Master Snipers; South African Motorcycle #44 June 1981: SOG Special; POW/MIAs in SE Asia; America - the War on Our Doorstep; Inside Free 
Troops. Angola. 
#24 October 1979: Whtte Devil of .-------------------------------------. #70 August 1983: Costa Rica; 
Mozambique; Sidewinder SMG; Con- SOF Back Issues, Dept. SF1290 • P.O. Box 693 • Boulder, CO 80306 Falkland War Weapons; Ivan's 
tact Lenses for Shooters. Armory. 
#25 November 1979: Chopper Jobs; YES, Send me (Write In Issue Numbers): #71 September 1983: Crisis in 

Nicaragua: The End; In Memoriam: 1st Issue #-----SS.DO 2nd Issue #____..$5.00 3rd Issue #____..$5.00 Central America; Correspondent 
Col. "Bull' Simons; Return to Parris 4th Issue #-----SS.OD Sth Issue #____..$5.00 6th Issue #____..$5.00 Hitches Up Vvlth the Cavalry in II 
Island. Corps; Soviet RPK-74. 
#26 December 1979: Korean Com- 7th Issue #_____FREE 8th Issue #_____fREE 9th Issue #_____fREE # 72 October 1983: SOF Goes 
bat of Nerves; SOF wtth Border Pa- 10th Issue #____..$5.00 11th Issue #-----SS.OD 12th Issue #-----SS.OD to the Movies - The Final 

trol; Strategist Plots WWlll. 0 I Have Enclosed $30 For 9 Issues (a $45 Value) Option and Blue Thunder, Rich-
#27 January 1980: Stakeout: 0 I Have Enclosed $45 For 12 Issues and a Binder (a $70 Value) ard M. Nixon on El Salvador; 
Rizzo's Raiders; Field Gear Needs Korea Waits for War. 
Face Lift; Cobray School. O I Have Enclosed$ For The Issues Indicated Above ($5 each) # 73 November 1983: SOF 
#28 February 1980: Shootout: .45 ForelgnOrderoAdd: $3forfstlssue; Sf EachAdd'l.lssoe. Joins Marines in Lebanon; Bob 
vs. 9mm; Only u.s. PON to Escape Visa or Mastercard Orders: Number Denard, Master Mere; Yanks in 

During SE Asian War; Soviet Black Exp Date· Signature Honduras. 
Berets. · ·---- #74 December 1983: SOF Ex-
#29 March 1980: Soviet Nuclear Name elusive Reports on War Around 
Plans; West Germany's GSG 9; Vvlll ------------------------------- the V\.brld From Afghanistan to 

Volunteer Army Fight? Street------------------------------- Angola. 
#30 April 1980: Texas Airborne NG; 
SOF Interviews Afghan Rebel City, State, Zip 

'---------------------------------~ 
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CLASSIFIED 
. ft:·. 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - $2.00 per word per inser
tion - $40.00 minimum. All adds MUST BE PREPAID. Ad 
copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (for our files) and full pay
ment. Advertisers offering Information packets for a fee 
must send sample of packet (packets will not be returned). 
Name, address and telephone number are to be included 
In your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 2 words; 
80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as DI, SGT, 20mm, 
U.S. count as one word each. Hyphenated words and tele
phone numbers are counted as two words. No personal 
services ads accepted. We reserve the right to refuse, 
delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mall classified ads with payment to SOL
DIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., P.O. Box 693, Boul
der, CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE- SHOULD SEEK ASSIST
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONT ACT OUR ADVERTISING DE
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 

NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensin'g requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con
sult the local law enforcement au
thorities in their area. 

SURVEILLANCE 
SHERWOOD - The oot name in surveillance 
equipment. Complete line of investigative, 

communications & countermeasures equipment. 
CONT.\CT mE SU~ILIANCE SPliCWJSl'S 

SHERWOOD OOMMUNIC-'TIONS MSOCIATES, LID. 
PO Bo• U5S, So•-plotl, Po\ 18"6 

(215) 35HOli5 

LOTTO-$COPE 
CASINO-$COPE 
Youi· personalb..ed "Good Fortune" Astroscope. 
What secrets do the STARS hold for YOU? 
Learn YOUR numbers and WHEN you are 
destined to win. Send SASE to Treasure Host 
Dept R 5, P.O. Box 5030 Columbus, Ga 31906. 

APPAREL 
INTERNATIONAL CAMOUFLAGE & EQUIPMENT, \\Inter t990 
Cataklg ol Camouflage Uniforms, Headgear & Equipm€!1t Imm <Ner 30 
Coun!Jies! Cataklg Sl.00. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
(158) 

LE OIABLE MARCHE AVEC NOUS - Frencll Foreign Legion 
Paralrooper T-shirts. Original design £6.50 sler1ing each including 
shipping cos1s by surlace mail. IMO/Sterling Checks, NO DOLLAR 
CHECKS PLEASE. Epel'lier Outdoor Pursutts, PO Box 30, South 
Shields, NE33 IEP, England. (158) 

EAST GERMAN CAMOUFLAGE! Rain Pattern/Rice Fled< Sutt 
585.00, Came PoncholSheltemaH 535.00, E Genman Helmet $48.00. 
AHA Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . (158) 

COMBAT VESTS for M16. M14, UZI, Gafil, AK47, shclgun. Mi~pec in 
00, blad<, woodland camo. $1 Catalog. FMCO, 1525 Moon Terrace, 
SOF, Medford, OR 97504. (158) 
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BEATING RETREAT (60 Minutes) 
VHS ONLY$39.95 
By the massed bands of the 
Ro)"'dl Marines. A spectacular 
rousing performance. 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Department 6 

P.O. Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205 

BIG 

PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATOR 

" Clue" into big profits, excitement, intrigue and adventure 
with your own P.I. business ! $100,000 a year or more m ade 
as your own boss! Amazing one-of-a-kind bus iness 
home-study course tells all! Train to be part of the fastest 
growing profession in the country. Quickly learn : * How to get o n the "fast track" to big money 

* All fundamenta ls of private investigation a nd 
surveillance 

* How to s ta rt you r own detective agency 
* Whe re to buy s tate-o f-the-art electronic d etection 

equipment * How to operate from home, no Investment required 
* ID Card & Olploma awarded! 

Free Information: 

UNITED STATES ACADEMY OF 
PRIVATE INVESTIGATION 

P.O. BOX 2133 
DEPT. INVESTIGATIONS (SF 

STEALTH HIDEOUT ESCAPE SAW 
l'-" ____ • ___ ),__ __ 7 
Lo . 
A nonweapon that can go anywhere . Invisible to air
port metal detectors. Cuts chain , rope , hand-cuffs . 
and padlocks. Weighs 1h ounce , 5/16" thick, 31/•" 
long closed. Put it on your keychain ,wear it around 
your neck on a cord , sew it into the lining of your 
jacket , or slip it into your sock. A useful su r
vival/emergency repair tool for world travelers , sport
smen, and adventurers. 

Don 't get "caught" without it! 
Only sg.g5 PPD. two or more, $8.49 each . 

PAGER HOLSTER 

l
~~~~ss~0~Tg~~~tE:RoNT OF" 
CASE POPS OPEN AND HINGES 
DOWN. ALLOWING INSTANT DRAW 
OF GUN1 r:uPS TO BELT, SPARE 
AMMO CARRIER INSIDE CASE• 
FITS DAVIS DERRINGERS, BABY 

J~t~~?NSGF~~~ ::~:~: t~ORTH 
AMERICAN ANO FREEDOM ARMS 
22LR MINI REVOLVERS 1SHORT 

BARREL MODELS• 

$19.95 plus $1.50 S&H, or two for $34 .95 
SPLIT SECOND SECURITY, INC. 

P.O. BOX 16142-S, HOUSTON, TX. 77222 

H 
FORBIDDEN TECHNOLOGY: A STRANGE 
AND GENUINELY DANGEROUS LOOK. •Bulld-
Ing Teflonnt-Coated Bullets •Jamming Spaed 
Radar •Tltanlum Wartieada •Activating Inert w Grenades •Hyperaecure Encryptk>n •Rocket 
Weapons -Clandestine Pyro Expoa9 •Wear1ng 
A Wire •Defeating Alanns •Forbidden Tech 

800 
Marketplace •Survelllance Photography 
•Computer Viruses •Scrambllng/Oescrambt-
Ing •Ultraaonlc Weapons •Morel 8.Sx11 , 258 

tJoS1t•~-o~ ..... loo~ 
meaty pages. A Fresh & Lucid Look at Forbid-

~1J"..,_nTKIUIOIC>gy den Technology! $33 domestic postage paid. 

Mick Tyner Registry Dlatr1bullng, 1616 17th St, Ste 372, 
Denver CO 80202. Sokt ontv to lnfonn. 

BOOKS•PUBLICA TlONS 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. \\In custody. Sharpest 
lactics revealed. 228 page book $16.95. Visa/MC accepted. EDEN 
Press, Box 8410-DD Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (160) 

ELECTRONIC EAVESDROPPING DEFENSES revealed ~ new 1990 
reporl written by ex-government inlelligence officer. "101 Things You 
Should Know Abou1 Electron~ Eavesdropping." Haid hilling expose 
explains dangers ol bugging, wiretapping. attacks on telephones 
(cordless, cellular, saletltte, facsimile, Caller ID, PBXs and electron~ 
key systems). Learn about lasers, infrared and computer hazards 
(TEMPESD. Also tape recorders, mK:rophones, speakerphones, 
"infinity" lransrmters and debugging "sweeps,' etc. Expficil, startfing, 
well illustrated. Learn how lo protect yourseH, your agency, your 
ernp~yer or your client. "Must" reading for intelligence agenls, police 
and other investigators. To order, ser<J $14.95 to ACM, PO Box 4021 
GanhersOOrg, MD 20885. Or send $2 (refundable) for inl~Ligence 
catalog and samples. (158) 

INTERNATIONAL INVESTIGATORS' NEWSLETTER: Two issues 
$2.00. licensing Guidebook (Pl's, FFLS weapons) 514.95. Polee 
Badge Catalog Sl .00 Eagle, (S)Box 6303, Corpus Chnsti, TX 78466. 
(158) 

YOU TOO LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFrCER 
CAN BE A or CIVIL INVESTIGATOR 
HIGH EARNINGS! Learn about opportunilies in LAW 
ENFORCEMENT! 
YOU may be eligible to train at home lor a career in LAW 
ENFORCEMENT or CIVIL INVESTIGATION. Enjoy GOV· 
ERNMENT WORK, HIGH PAY, SECURITY, PEN· 
SIONS, PAID VACATIONS, SICK LEAVE, PROMO
TIONAL OPPORT\JNITIES, and FAMILY PROTEC
TION that these Law Enlorcement jobs otter. 
Rush INFORMATION (no obligationl how I may train lor a 
career as a Peace Officer or Private Detective. Dept. of 
Qualificat ions-Peace Officer Training Service. P.O. Box 
185, Hope Mills, NC 28348. 
Name ___ ______________ _ 

Street Address ______________ _ 

City ___ __ State _____ Zip __ _ 

.. ,, U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 
Wh il e top Gold 1ns1gn1a and vrsor braid 

Leather chin strap Stale size wanted S8900 

Kn ig ht s Cross with its 17 .. nec k ribbon 
and oak leat w11h swords s2 1.00 
We pay postage. Our 224 page fully 
illustrated catalog (free with order) $5.00 

••l.TA:f:E:I1)(1I•I•llZ:J11bfM 
Ltd., Box 2063 ·F, St . Louis, MO 63158 

r-------------------1 
I - BE A PARALEGAL! I 
I America 's No. 1 home study paralega l I 
I program. Attorney-instructed . Prepare I 
I 

now for your law career! School of Para· I 
legal Studies, Dept. · LP11 1 2245 Perim-

1 eter Pk., Atlanta, GA 30341. Or call today. I 
I FREE CAREER BOOKLET: I 
I / CALL 800-223·4542 I L-------------------1 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials. 
Videocassettes, photographs, riterature, Zaprucler film. Calalogue: $3. 
Collecto!s Arch~es ; Box 2 Beaconsfield, Quebec. H9W 5T6. (164) 

SURVEILLANCE! G<Nemmenl documert intended for training intelle 
gence agents. Never previoos~ available to the pubic. From the files 
ol an ex-intelligence officer. Everything you've always wanted to know 
about following peopk! or being lollowed. Covers foot, auto, stationary 
and airborne surveillance. "ABC" method, progress~e surveillance, 
use of pub!~ conveyances, surveiUance in restaurants, holels and 
office buildings, etc. Learn how to spot and how lo shake surveillance 
and rooch more ! To order, send $16.95 to ACM, PO Box 4021 
Gaithersburg, MD 20885. Or send $2 (relundable) for oor inteligerce 
catalog and sample reports. (158) 

BLACK MARKET BIBLE Send $19.95 check or money order lo 
C.T.S. Publsting Co., PO Box 89, Wiiiams, IN 47470. (158) 

VIETNAM. Never before published writings by combat veteran. ol that 
Southeast Asian hell. $9.95 NAM VETS, PO Box 870037. Mesqutte, 
TX 75150. (158) 

INSTANT MEMORY METliOD. Amazing success, power, wealth -in 
everything you do - Used by thousands with unbelievable results. 
Fast and Easy. Send for book today: $10.00 + $1.00 poslage. Dell 
Co., PO Box 5815, NW Washington, DC 20016. (158) 

NEW BOOK CATALeG! 50 page catalog describes over 300 
lascinating tttles. TOO best non-fiction books avrulable for men ol action 
and adventure! Send Sl.00 lo: Paladin Press, PO Box 1307-0GOT, 
Boulder, C080306. (158) 

UNARMED COMBAT! Be yoor own bodyguard. Practical self-delerse. 
Illustrated book $13.00. Libra Enlerprises, Box 31719-SF, San 
Francisco, CA 94131. (158) 

THE ANARCHIST COOKBOOK is now available again! Complete, 
uncensored edilion: Send S22 lo Barricade Books, PO Box 1401·Z, 
SecaUOJS, NJ 07096. (167) 

WANTED FOR PUBLICATION, war stories, poems, plays, songs, arl, 
photography. Send to: Silent Winiors, Box 414, Wtitby, Orlario, 
Canada L1 N 5S4. ( 158) 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE. Complete construction plans Imm 
the worlds mosl acclaimed designer of electron~ spy equipment Free 
Catalog. Wison, PO Box 5264, Augusta, GA30906. (161) 
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TUNDRA 
SHEPHERDS 

Perfect Night Vision, 1,000 lbs. Jaw Pressure, 
1,000 lbs. Knockdown power, Ultra Keen 
Perception. The Ultimate Sentry & Loyal 
Companion. Top Quality German Shepherd 
Import Bloodlines. Alaskan Tundra \Ablf -
\Abrld's Largest Strain. Solid blacks for Invisi
ble Night Duty. Unconditional Guarantee on 
Genetic Defects. USDA licensed & inspected. 
IAbrtdwide Shipping. Pups or Adults. 6 color 
photos $2. 

WKE Ltd. 
Rt. 1 Box 94 

Chebanse, IL 60922 
(815) 697-2678 

MILITARY COLLECTORS 
postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 

Sub - Iron Cross - Wound 
Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. #1 or #2 (state choice). We have most 
complete stock of W.W. #2 German bad es-caps- fla s, 
etc. in U.S. ' • I I II 

Postpaid . ( ent ree with any order). 
Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG - $5.00. 

W.W. #2 Lid. Box 2063-f, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 

SCIENCE OF VANISHING INK 
The mosl remarkable feature of this ink is: ii will vanish in a day 
or less. Tested in Olt lab. On every type of paper. CAJr dhemist 
was lllable lo find any evidence 01 any traces of any e~dence 
lo show that words were ever wrillen with this iri<. COM
PLETELY W<ISHNG. This ink is legal and has many legal 
u;es. 

Call Innovation Communication 408-286-5009 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con
sult the local law enforcement au
thorities in their area. 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 

LET THE GOVERNMENT ANANCE yoor new or existing small 
business. Grants/loans lo $500,000. Free recorded message: 
707-449-B600. (KW5) (t58) 

BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER. Cheap, ~mple, portable. Free delai~. 

Bumper, PO Box 2279t ABM, Tampa, FL 33622. (160) 

COLLECTORS 

WW11 RELICS! Cheaper lhan certain "well-known' rel~ dealers! We 
beat their prices for flags, daggers, meda~ . insignia, helmets. Catalog 
$5. (refundable). Telephone 6121689-1146. Mililaria, Box 26t-D, 
Cambridge, MN 55008. (t58) 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE, Current Issue Lizard 
Garno (F-1) Jacket & Trouser, NEW $68.00, Garno Caps $16.00, 
Garno Swim Sl'Klrt $t2.00. A.HA, Box 21606, Oenver, CO 80221 
MasterCard & VISA. (158) 
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Subscribe to . . . 

HIU'l'AU\' ~ 11mm;u~s 
ADS ·All'l'ICtES ·NEWS 

MILITARY JEEPS, TRUCKS, TANKS & MORE/ 
Over 5,000 peid subscribers larger circulation than 
any other magazine for military vehicle en
thusiasts . .. and still growing rapidly/ Many more 
advertisements than any other magazine .. . Ex
clusive comprehensive listing of upcoming 
rallies . . . and much moral 

SUBSCRIBE NOW! 
One Year (6 Issues) $12 

Two Years (12 Issues) $20 
Foreign - Canada $15, other $20 
US Dollars payable by US Bank 

Semple Issue $3 USA, $5 outside 

P.O. Box 1748·L, Union, NJ 07083 

H&K 
M-512 

Shotgun 
The H&K M-512 shotgun is the weapon of 
choice of West Germany's GSG-9, as well 
as the S.A.S. - now, it can be yours, too. 
Never intended for civilian safe, a limited 
quantity of this extremely rare semi
automatic assault shotgun have been 
brought into the U.S. No more will ever be 
imported. For information, call or write : 

KIESLER POLICE SUPPLY 
3300 Industrial Parkway 
Jeffersonville, IN 47130 

~ 
SIZI 1cu. in. 

(812) 288-5740 

Recorel telephone conversa11ons in your othce 01 
home Connecls between any casselle or tape 
recorder and your 1e1ephone 1ine . Stans aulo· 
ma11cally when phone 1s answered Records bolh 
sides of conversauon . Slops recorder when 
phone is hung up. 

$19.95EACH 01y ~" '"'' 
Super Powerful 

FM TRANSMITTER 
Many Imes more power1ul lhan 1ther transmllte~ . 

Transm11s up to 'I• mile to any FM radio ·Easy lo 
Assemble Krt · up 10 9V banery (not lflCI.) 

FOf catalog of T1ansmn1ers. Voice Scramblers and 
other speciany items. enclose $7. 00 to US1 Corp 

Call 4-07-725-1000 or oend $19.95 + $1.00 
shipping per Item to: USI Corp., P.O. Box 

SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD'a OK. 

SURVEILLANCE ~ 
TELEPHONE ~/~ 

This is a normal functioning telephone' 
EXCEPT it has a secret built in monitor. 
Only YOU can call and monitor all conversations, using a 
secret code, and never be delecled!,Ra~ge Unlimited 

5175.00 . 6 month Warriintv · Phone Tap Catalog S:l.00 
LISTEN ELECTRONICS, 603 El gln. Muskogee . OK 74401 

1-800·633-TAPS 

. VIETNAM Collector? Patches, books, DI pins T-shirts. Catalog $1. 
SATCONG, Box ITNF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (165) 

SOVIET MIUTARIA, Large Listing of Unif0ITT1S, Insignia & Equipment; 
Including Camouflage. Catalog $1.00, So~el Cap Badge & Catalog 
$5.00. A.H.A., Box 2t606, Oenver, CO 80221. (158) 

WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uniforms, 
T·shirts, posters, camouflage. \\Ortd's biggest catalog, S2.00. Krupper, 
Box tnSF, Syracuse, NY 13208 (t65) 

EDUCATION 

TERMPAPER assistance. 16,278 lop~ available! 306-page catalog 
-rush $2.00. Research , t 1322 Idaho, #206EX, Los Angeles, CA 
90025. TOLL FREE HOTLINE: BQ0.351--0222 (Calttomia: 2t3-477-
8226)(167) 

EMPLOYMENT 

OVERSEAS, STATESIDE, $t00 to $1000 daily. Now hinng. FREE list. 
ZINCS t 17, Box t3tt0, Las Vegas, NV 89t12. (t58) 

600+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

" 

FREE 24 Poge ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Dealer Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER'S MFG. CO. 
4015SF PROGRESS BL VD. 

PERU, IL 61354 
(815 223-1159, Ask For David 

~I i~~ IJ\ ~ J ~·~,,. 
MILITARY MEDALS 

Full Size U.S. ;ind Vietnamese Medals . 
Badges , Fine Display Cases, Ribbons, 
Miniature Med als, Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family, 

Personal Service ..... Full Guarantee 
Write Today! ..... ..... FREE CATALOG 

1111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111111 

MEDALS, 1929Sl FAIRVIEW RD 
FOUNTAIN INN, SC 29644 

357 MAGNUM Bullet Ke chain 
0

°"""~ ACTUAL HOLLOWPOINT 
. ROUND! 

Dooo ·;. Safe. Cannot be fired. Great gift idea. ONLY 
, ~ $4.95 or SAVE and get two for JUST $8.95. 

• . ~ Add s/h of $1.30 for one or $1 .60 for two. 

' .· " MAGNUM PRODUCTS 
Dept. 100 Box 111084, Aurora, CO 80042 

CO residents add 3% sales tax. Denver add 7.3%. 
Delivered within 60 da 

CABLE-TV BOXES 
Descramblers • Converters 

FREE CATALOG 
TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 

12062 Southwest 117th Ct., Suite 126 
Miami, Florida 33186 

800-442-9333 

INTERESTING CAREER LISTINGS: Pol~. Security, Investigation, 
Intelligence. Nationwide, some international. Execu1We5 lo $80,700. 
Positions explained. 3 monthly issues: $16.95. PSK:IFO, PO Box 
1562, Oecalur, IL 62525. (t58) 

KOREA JOBS: Most professions/occupations. Over 800 current 
listings! $29.95 (check or money order): Amy Haddon, 212 Waegwan 
I-Dong, Chi~ok-Gun, Kyong Puk, 7t8-800, South Korea (t58) 

FIREARMS• ACCESSORIES 

SPORTING AND MILITARY RIFLES, pist(js and ammunition. 20-50% 
below retail. Why pay more? Catalog $2 refunded with first order. MK2 
Company, Dept. SOF, PO Box 462367, Gartand, TX 75046. (166) 

FOR SALE 

VIETNAM T-SHIRTS oombat art without apology. Beaucoup patches, 
pins, ~deos. and more. Catalog S2, SLP, 1 t05 N. Main S~eet, 2A, 
Gaines~lle, FL 32601. (t58) 

CAMO AMMO PACK. Three separate compartments, loogh camou
flage n~on bett pack. Send $t 2.95 postpaid to JJM, PO Box 487, 
Stony Point, NY 10980. (t58) 

RAPE! ROBBERY! MURDER! Physically violent crime is rising! Be 
prepared! 90 minute audio cassett sell-defense oourse leaches you 
hard-core techniques lo slay afive. Send $13.00 lo Arillolta Enlerpnses, 
Box8, Boston Branch, McKeesport, PA t5t35. (158) 

TRIANGULAR FORT, IV Corp, Vietnam: 1 txt4 color pl'Kllo suitable 
for lraming Stt.95. 14x20 for $16.95. Brochure $1.00. limothy Ken; 
PO Box 9342, Seattle, WA 9Bt09. (t59) 

MERCENARIES CONTROL THE WORLD'S FATE: new boaJd game. 
Divisions raised from the worlds best warriors - Highlanders, 
Gurkhas, Prussians, Anzacs, Israelis, Palhans light for whatever player 
l'Kllds their homeland. Each ~ayer oorlro~ the army, navy, airtorce of 
a m~or power, inciuding elite un~s. Units are w!ighled making 
airborne, mannes and merc;s light better. This RISK/UKE boaJd game 
has 700 die-OJI pieces, and 20'x20' game board. Send $19.95 to 
Dunning Lid., PO Box 70497, Bellevue, WA 98007. (158) 

HAIR REGROWTH 4 MONTHS! New potent fOl'TTl\Jla cures baldness. 
Prevent hereditaf)' baldness. Halls receeding hairline. Box t 213-S, 
Makati 1299, Philippines. (t67) 
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REGIMENmL INSIGNln & WERPONRY 
• SAS • RAF • 8lACK WATCH 

fl '\\ • PRRA • RM • CAMERONS 
~ }} • RSDG • RN • GUARDS etc. 

Import Catalog $3.00 
BRITISH REGnun IMPORTS 

Department-6 
P.O. Bax 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 

CHINA BITCH 
Beau!Hul Color 

Photos of 
Women BAl1Eing 
Military Weapons 

Send $10 for 
3 color photos & 

pricelist 
also available 

Bx 10 Color Prints 
personally autographed 

with your name & message 
by one of the women of 

CHINA BITCH 

Send check or money ord er 
G & J 39 120 Argonaut Woy 

342 Fremont CA 94538 

U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA 
~ 1940 through Current ~ 
fr Large Catalog, $2.00 t-111li~i 

SAUNDERS 
Box 3133 ·SF • Naples. FL 33939-3133 I 

.22LR CONVERSION KITS 
Shoot your gun more and pay for your kit in ammo savings!!! 

AR15 ... $139, M16 ... $159 
MINl-14, AC556 ... $119 

AK47 ... $1 19, AK84 ... $99 
To order. phone (407) 268·1921 

or send $2.00 for more information to: 
JONATHAN ARTHUR CIENER, INC. 

Dept. SFtt. 6850 Riveredge Dr., Titusville, FL 32780 

CONFIDENTIAL CATALOG of police and investigatioo equipment $2. 
IPEC, Dept SF·158, Box 7638, Sunnymead, CA 92303. (164) 

MINIATURE FM TRANSMITTERS: Tracking transmitters! \bice 
<isguisers! Bug detectors! Phooe snoops! More! Surveillance ~ems 
available assembled or bui~ them yourself. Catalog $2.DO: Xandi 
Electrooics, Box 25647, Dept 400, Tempe, ~ 85285-5647. (158) 

FREE 

LEARN JUNGLE SURVIVAL IN TROPICAL COSTA RICA. For 
ilformation wri1e to: Jungle Suvival, Apartado 7, Golfito, Cosla Rica, 
Central America. (163) 

FREE 40-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash inrome opportun~ies. 
Secret loans. Horne bu~nesses. New credit, jobs, degrees, loreign 
passpor1s. EDEN RESS, Box 8410.SA, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
(160) 

FREE - See our laige selection of citations, dipkxnas, awards for 
martial arts, miMry and much more! Althival quality. Fast service. 
tette<ed to your specifications. Call or write today! Demographics, 
3232 SW35 Blvd., Suite 115, Gainesville, FL32608. (158) 

MERRY CHRISTMAS, GENTLEMEN: Your g~ is my latest catalog, 
free wi1h this ad. Steve Padergnana, Box 1062, Oa/qlarf<, IL 60304. 
(158) 

FREE THROWING KINFE CATALOG AND INSTRUCTIONS. Send 
setf·addressed, starflled envelope to: TruBal South, PO Box 1281, 
Cape Canaveral, FL 32920. (158) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. Send $1. lor 
postage: Melisa, P.O. Box 1755 Depl. SF9().L, Horciulu, HI. 96806. 
(t58) 

INSTRUCTION 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Free information, gel 
started in a high paying caieer. Write Central Investigation, Box 1894A. 
Provo, UT 84603. (158) 

INFRARED NIGHT VIEWER. Build your own with complete plans and 
instructions. Send SS. to: lnFralech SF, PO Box 1660, Southapton, PA 
18966. (t58) 

JUNGLE SURVIVAL TRAINING Eight day course. Belize, C.A. 
Instruction oo surviving in jungle enviroomenl. Free Brochure. 
Pathfinder, PO Box 397, Clearwater, FL 346t 7. 8131855-3458. (158) 
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BEAR CLAWS 

$35.00 each 

MODEL NO: K-2 
This tough double edge combat knife is used by the 
South American Special Forces. The curve allows a 
ripping action. It comes with a leather sheath. Allow 
4 to 6 weeks for delivery. Add $3.00 for Shipping & 
Handling. 

Write to: 

GRIMM IMPORTS 
Box 3056, CORONA, CA 91718 

Call (714) 272-1367 

W.W. II COLLECTORS O\ EH 40.000 rn:us 

Send $2.00 
For 200 Item Catalog! 

!£(201 )948-6260~ 

.. ,..,.ll 
SHlf'f'l .. G 

l f'OSU.Gl 

SEMINARS; Bounty hunting, body guaid and surv~llance by lop 
American prof~als. Miami and Las Vegas. Delaiis: NABEA PO 
Box 3990, Santa Barbara, CA 93130. (159) 

KNIVES • BAYONETS 

CHILEAN MAUSER BA\l'.lNET $18 prepaid. 48 stales certified funds 
ooly. AK, HI, Foreign inquiries invited. Bacon Creek Gun Shop. PO Box 
814·SCF, Corbin, KY 40702-0814. (158) 

MISCELLANEOUS 

\l'.lU CAN FIND ANYONE! Secretly oblain un~sted phone numbers, 
birth/deaths, credtt and oonlidenlial court records. Author reveals eve<y 
source known. Locate ~ friends, lost lovers, debtors and enemies. 
For profit, fun or adventure. Satisfaction guaranteed. Send $14.95 plus 
$1.75 postage. BOOKS OF INTRIGUE, Dept. B, 13575 Martinique, 
Chino Hins, CA 91709 (CA residents add sales lax) (158) 

VERY UNUSUAL sterling sM!r rings for the mifrtary man of action, 
$2.00 for brochure. Action Design, PO Box 8372, Pine Bluff, AR 71611 . 
(158) 

EXPORTCR·USA Mimaiy and general aviation equipment, industrial 
diesel engines, spare parts; rumored & bullet·proff vehickls. Anything 
hard to locate our specially. HSO Corp., 901 Lake SI., Fort \\brth, TX 
USA 76102. T~. 8171738-8292; FAX 817/626-1402. (158) 

MILITARY INSIGNIA CATALOG - Over 6,000 lfJffetenl tterns and 
genuine rrilitaiy clothing and equipment Send $2. Kaufmans llllst 
Army & Navy Goods, Dept A-521, t 660 Eubank, Albuque<que, NM 
871 12. (158) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all slates and Fetleral Gun laws, 
both $6.00. Police Catalog $2.00. Schl~nger, PO Box 882, New 
York, NY 10150. (158) 

ii~:!J'f lH'Nf~n 
• I . I NO PREVIOUS TRAINING NEEDED 

M
. ~ ' •Your spirit of adventure, danger , and 

- - " self reliance can lead you to an excit· 
,.~-~ ing career opponunity. Solve myster-

- ~: ~v. ies, bring criminals to justice , protect 
UIE ·· i~/ the innocent. Experts guide you every 
IECRET step c.if the way. Men and women 
EOUIPMENT needed to work in cha llenging situa-
a.wmuce 1:• 1111,nttllC. tions , withstanding hardships , 

-·'"r. 1111
· 

18111
"· JA1 k h t d .. =..:::~·;:~~· m~a~

00

th~ el a~~l i~:;:: _ _ , ..... .. ...... . hn" . ·a1 
tNIM ktlJlll, RaH•lll•I ttve tee 1.ques usmg ~peel 
...... 111-P'tnM••. law enforcement equipment 
._.. lhrl . . . the same equipment 

used by the FBI , the CIA , and the Secret Service. Start your 
own investigative agency. Save up lO 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send fo r free details. 

A ppNl'•d by Co/if. D•pt. of Pub/le lftstrw:t. 

THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 
p DEPT. SGO l I P.O. BOX 23750. Sanla Ana CA 92799 1 
I Ru• h me your "Detective" Career Kit-No ale.man wlll call. I 
I • - 1 
I :'.:.Wzi, I , _ __ ___________ ;.m 

Try Burning 
This One ... 

ASSHOLE* 
DYNAMIC FULL COLOR T-SHIRTS 
Oynomic Full Color S1!ksc::rccn 
Top Ouahty 1 ClO' Preshrunlt Conon 
Shirts 
·soeclfy wrth or wnhout ·ASSHOLE· 
Specify Size S·M·L·XL·XXL 
\.Ytute T·Sh1rt $1000 I Black $11 00 
'A'h1te Swealshlrt S 16 00 I Black S 17 oo 
Postage . Add $1 00 PER Shir l 

Send Check · M 0 · Credit Card 
Ricki D Shnls 
PO Box 498 
SehM_ KS 67402·0498 

~·An:iOuan:.·f 
ll'lQIJfl!!S 

(913) 825·6378 

MADE & PRINTED IN THE USA 

BE A REAL ESTATE 1 

APPRAISER Sl1-ffgure in- 1

1 come potential, 
home study course. Nat'I. Coif. of Appraisal, I 

~~~t<;~~~~;~to~fl·.aR;~~~tJ'.~~:·2~A 1 
Name I 
Address I 

I _: City State_Zlp __ I 
~-------- -- -- --- ----J 

B USHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 

SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 
P.O. BOX 541 384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE - ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 

SURVEILLANCE, counter-surveillance, weapons, bool<s! Guaranteed 
lowest prices• Huge calalog $5.00 (refunda!Je). Protector, PO Box 
520294.C, Salt Lake City, UT 84152. (158) 

REPLACE YOUR LOST MILITARY AWARDS. us and foreign ~ne 

unit convnerdations. Free i kJstrated isl Ewing, Box 993, Monlpelier, 
VT 05602. (158) 

HATE TO WRITE LETTERS? Never again be concerned with what to 
say. Letters composed to meet your specific needs. Slop wasting ""! 
more time and effort. ean 6161929-1149. (158) 

LAW BADGES ANO PATCHES send 51 for ~st or $8 for 12 moothly 
ist. BPEC, DEPT. SF790, Box 7638, Moreno, CA 92303 (159) 
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Our Flag ia tho aymbol thlt ahoold 
command respect. Show your sup
port. Get yoor official American Flag 
Sic:Cr with PROTECI' IT label 
aaosait. Scnd$3.00. checlcarmoncy 
order to American AssociaUons, 
P.O. Box 271794, Tampa, fl. 

33688-1794 ..;th aclf-addrcaacd atampcd envelope. 
20% af net p.-oa,eda go to Disabl<d American V ds. 

AFAICA·KORP. CAP & GOGGLES 
/ German 1942 Mlg. ORIGINAL sand & dust goggles. 

stdl m 1ne1t pocket pouch. 
Tan Ole. caps =New REPLICA. State S·M· or 
Lg. S11e. Both • Only $39.00 

We pay postage. Our 250 page lolly 1Uustrated 
catalog SS 00 (FREE with order) 

E1j:f;ll•l•hJ•liij:EJt>Lji•IlfJI 

St. Loula, MO 83158 

OVER 900 TITLES- ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICES! 
MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 

PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 

SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME • REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 

PLUS MANY 0 THER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS-OISCOUNTEO• 
HUGE 112 PAGE DISCOUNT CATALOG-$1 (Ref.) 

ANVIL • Box 640383F •El Paso, TX 79904 

1991 
CLASSIFIED 

ADVERTISING 
DEADLINES 

NOV. 20 
• DEC. 13 

MAR issue. 
APR issue 
MAY issue JAN. 16 
JUN issue • . FEB. 13 
JUL issue • • • • • MAR. 13 
AUG issue • APR. 17 
SEP issue • • • MAY. 15 
OCT issue JUN. 19 
NOV issue • • . . • JUL. 17 
DEC issue • • • • • AUG. 14 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
Classified Dept. 

POBox693 
Boulder, Co 80306-0693 

CUSTOM EMBROIDE~ED EMBLEMS, pins. Made from your design. 
Highesl qualilyllowest prices. Free calalog. Sladri, 61SF Jane, NYC 
10014 (212) 929-2293. (158) 

BLANK DD214's: $20, combal cef1ificales, good conduct lhru MOH. 
Blank $20. Cuslomized $50. You supply names, ranks, ser.ice, SN's, 
dales, time, b!iel ol delailed accounl ol action or cittion. We will 
customze your award complele with signalures. Tllese certificates look 
better than the original. Genuine U.S. Government issue medals. v.lite 
for details. OfflCe!'s oommission, blank $20. Typed and signed $35. 
Promotion warrants, all grades E· 1 thru General, $20 Blank, $35 Typed 
and signed. R&H Publications, PO Box 149, Springdale, AK 
72765.(159) 

SECRET SCANNER FREQUENCY [);reciones! Federal, Police, 
Surveillance, Survival, Milnary, Car Phooes, More! Big catalog! CRB, 
PO Box 56-F, Commack, NY 11725. (162) 

CRtMEAGHTERS send $2. lor police catalog. 8-PEC Dept SF 1189, 
Box 7638, Moreno, CA 92303 (164) 

INTERNATIONAL INVESTIGATORS' NEWSLETTER: Two issues 
S2.00. Licensing Guidebook (Pl's, FFl.s Weapons) $14.95. Pt>ice 
Badge Catalog $1.00. Eagle, (S)Box 6303, Corpus Chnsti, TX 78466. 
(158) 
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SHOCKING MANUALS!! 
Survival Electronics, Computers, Security, Weaponry, Rockelry, 
Phones, Energy, Financial, Medical. 100+. Plus Special Projects 
and Technical Research Services. Confidentiality Guaranteed! 
Send $3 for catalogs. By John Williams, former Senior Engineer 
(Lockheed} and Computer Science Professor (NMSU) • as seen 
on CBS " 60 MINUTES". Since 1971. 

CONSUMERTRONICS 
2011 CRESCENT DR. P.O. DRAWER 537 

ALAMOGORDO, NM 88310 (505) 434-0234 

LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 

~LY$995 
POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. "tear . 
gas or blcmk ammo. . · ~ 
Solid me ta l. 6 s ho* c lip ~ . 
~~:'t c~i~,i~ firing. i th m- • , 
F o r self-protectio n, the atre, dog 
training, sp o rt s. P urchase r must ' · . ·-····' 
be over 2 1. Money bac k guarantee. 1;e!11 1;;1e;~

10 

WESTBURY SALES CO. C"H~ol•. 

DEPT. TA-1 2·SF 156 Post Avenue, Westbury, NY 11590 
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. EXOTIC MINIATURE SURVEJLANCE DEVICES. Catalog $4.00, 
relundable. F&P Enterprises, Box 51272, Palo Alto, CA 94303.C. (158) 

BACKGROUND INFORMATION: lndiviOOal 00.tor, hidden bank 
accounts, credn checks, driving records, criminal histories, corporate 
records, more, nationwide searches, moneyback guarantee. $5.00 lor 
pacl<age,Jerin Security, 15000 Mad<, Detroit, Ml 48224. (1 59) 

DEBTS? BILLS PILING UP? Bad credit is no problem. We'll help. 
l.icensed!Bonded. Apps accepted $500-$50,000. Not a loan company. 
UAC, Dept. SF, PO Box 26295, Birmingham, AL 35226 or call (205) 
822-8284. (158) 

SURPLUS 

ARMY SURPLUS: Large Inventory New and Used, Plus Survival 
Hems. Send $1 (Relundable) lor Price List: HL\lh Wildes Oakshire 
Place, Hwy 51 South, Union Cily, TN 38261. (158) 

BRmSH MILITARY SUPUY, Americas Largest Suppfier of Genuine 
Cuoent Issue Camouflage & Gear, Color Photo & List $1 .00. B.M.S., 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (158) 

ATTEh110N OVERSEASE CUSTOMERS. Will buy, sell, broker 
rruLitary surplus, etc. Leonard Eniot, PO Box 814, Corllin, KY 
40702-0814 USA. (158) 

GENUINE MILITARY CLOTHING, GEAR, EQUIPMENT, AND INSIG
NIA. Our name has meant qualily for over 65 years. Catalog, S2. 
Kaufmans West AmrJ & Navy Goods. Dept. A-221, 1660 Euban~ 
Albuquerque, NM 87112. (158) 

MILITARY CLOTHING, FIELD GEAR, BOOTS, BADGES, INSIGNIA 
and more. Call tt>I free 8001533-3470. for FREE catalog. Lee-Jackson 
Militaria, PO Box8663, San Jose, CA 95155. (158) 

FIRE THE WORLD'S MOST 
i1c~~~ ("'~ POWERFUL 

· AIRGUN 
$129.95 

Kill Big Game Or Small Game 
High Impact Energy, No Flash 

No Smoke, Low Noise 
Fire As Rifle Or Shotgun 

Make Your Own Ammunition 
Launch Animal Capture Nets 

Call For Free Brochure. 

AIRPOWER SABOT CANNONS 
707 Wells Rd, 1 SOF, Boulder City NV 89005 
Visa & Mastercard Accepted 1-702-294-0100 

The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 

·\e'\\ 
';\ to.\'

~c.c.u. /oo 
00\i % 1 \)1?. Q,,a' 

<?iqq"t> • 

'• We Pay Postage '~, C/ 

* Mort "muzzlt" eneru than so:"/ .22 cal. cartridges. * Shoots 184 gr. Ind ball (50 cal.) 200 ft. ptr sec. * Oter 300 1ard rang•. * Kill instanll1 grouse, duck. squirrel. rabbit, raccoon. 
cat, dog, fox, badger, "'" co1ot•. * Shoots SO cal. holis clear thru 1/4" plywood • * Up to SO lb. draw (can you pull it ?). 

Slingshot with 4 extra power bands: $25.00 
Extra power bands: $4.00 per set. Ammo: $8.00 per lb. 

''• ,~oo\ ,, ... ~a .... r. \i 
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(Jt- '""" ,<P cP '

0
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' r'J• ve"- e•'-·:::\.(j) '.• 
b~,o•• Will Send C. O.D. 702-36/-8341 

Ron Sinclair 279 E. Warm Springs Rd. #6, Las Vegas, NV 89123 

SURVIVAL I 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, bombs, pots, Grenades) 
- Send $2.00 (receive $5.00 cred~) lor catalogue ol these and much, 
much more! Signus, Box 33712·W10, Phoen~. AZ. 85067. (158) 

EMERGENCY CANDLES. Made ol high melt point m~rtXryStalline 

wax. Two cand~ per package with special rellective box. Over 120 
hours bum time. Exoelent for home, car, camping, etc. Send S7.95 + 
$2.50 S&H to Ba~hl Supply, PO Box 16043, Colorado Springs, 
C080935. (158) 

JOIN THE CIVILIAN SURVIVAL INmATIVE. Send $2 lor information 
or $15 for one year membership and big monthly survival newsletter. 
Live Free, Box 1743, Harvey, IL 60426. (158) 

TRAINING 

RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD Training. Catalog and inlorma· 
tion $6. (10. loreign). USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, Ste. 103, Santa Ana, 
CA 92706-2622. (158) 

VEHICLES ' 

IS IT TRUE JEEPS FOR $44 through US Govt? Can lor (acts! 
5041649·5745 ext. S-6823. (1 58) 

VIDEOS 

SEE MILITARY AND POUTICAL HISTORY as ~ actually happened! 
WN1 through the Fal~ands Campaign. Over 300 titles on videocas· 
sette. Send $1 lor illustrated catalog. International H~toric Films, Dept. 
11V, Box 29035, Chicago, IL 60629. (158) 

POOR MAN'S JAMES BOND and CEP videotapes. On VHS PAL 
(European, Australian, etc. lormat) ARI, Sorgardsv. 12, 44500 Surte, 
Sweden. (160) 

DRAMATIC VIETNAM FILMS, now on VHS. Not for squeamish 
$19.95. MWL, PO Box $6146, Omaha, NE 68Hl6. (158) 
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SPY-TECH VIDEO 
This exciting video demonstrates 

all of the following items and reveals 
information not available elsewhere 

about surveillance and countersurveillance 
techniques and equipment. 

Watch as each product is demonstrated, learn how they can give you the "edge:· 
Products covered include: 

• 40,000 volt Stunlight • "Bug" detectors 
• EAR-200 contact microphone • Long distance microphones 
• Telephone security devices • Briefcase recorders 
• Body wire detector • Night vision 
• Special radios • Telephone scramblers 
• Telephone recording systems • Bulletproof vest 

MICRO SURVEILLANCE 
TV CAMERA 
Size of a cigarette pack. Includes cable and small 3" B&W monitor. Pin 
hole lens will see through a 'A" hole. Camera can be hidden almost 
anywhere and has built in lens and microphone. See and listen. Can 
be hooked up to a VCR. Complete Set S699. (Ship / Insur. $10.) 

CONTACT MICROPHONE 
EAR-200 contact microphone with built-in amplifier can clearly hear 
a baby cry through a solid wall. Recording jack provided. Ideal for 
search and rescue teams. Earphones and 9 volt battery included. 
Weighs only 4 oz. Reg. $295. Current Stock ONLY S199. 
(Ship/Insur. $10.) (See warning.) 

NEW 
LASER 
GUNSIGHT 
State of the art diode laser 
enclosed in a rugged 
aluminum housing. 
Usable range over 200 
ya rds at night. !" dot at 100 yards. Only weighs 3.5 oz. WITH 
batteries, just 4.5" long. Weaver style rings included. Fits rifle, pistol, 
shotgun with different mounts. Batteries run 16 hours continuous. 
Pressure switch activated, only on when you need it. Reg. $399. 
)ALE $299. (Ship/Insur. $10.) 

HELIUM NEON TUBE LASER GUNSIGHT 
The FA-6 is the world's smallest true helium neon tube laser gunsight. 
More powerful than the diode laser. 6" long, uses two 9 volt 
batteries, built in weaver rings, weighs II oz. Reg. $399. SUPER 
SALE ONLY $275. (Ship/ Insur. $10.) 

PROFESSIONAL 
COUNTERMEASURES 
SYSTEM 
For the detection of "RF bugs;· hidden microphones, carrier current, 
video cameras, laser listening devices, telephone eavesdropping 
modifications, and transmitters to 1.5 GHz. This is the most 
complete package that you can buy for under $15,000. CMS-3 
Complete with Detailed Manual $2,995. (Ship/ Insu r. $30.) 

BRIEFCASE 
RECORDING SYSTEM 
Records from up to 30 feet away. Microphone and microcassene 
recorder totally hidden even when case is open. Top quality leather 
case. Reg. $600. SUPER SALE $299. [Ship/Insur. $20.J 
[See warning.) 

• Micro camera systen, 
• Spy paper 
• Sub-micro recorder 
• Miniature laser gunsight 

Spy-Tech Video Catalog 
S14.95 (Ship/ Insur. $3.) 

• Body wires 
• And morel!! 

Freel $20 discount coupon included 
with purchase of the video. 

SHOTGUN MICROPHONE 
This hand held directional microphone is coupled with an amplifier 
and headphones. Good qual ity. Range varies with conditions. 
Retail $499. OUR PRICE $249. (Ship/ Insur. $10.)(Seewarning.J 

BULLETPROOF 
VESTS 
Stops .3S7 magnum and 9mm pistol. 
High quality, made from 18 layers of 
Kevlar. Rated Class llA. Protects front 
and back. These vests are comparable 
to others at over $400. Special 
Purchase Sale ONLY $269. Call 
now! [Ship/ Insu r. $10.) 
Optional Hardplate available
stops 9mm submachinegun. $99. [Ship/ Insur. $5.) 

Listen In 
By Telephone! TELEPHONE EAR 

This device enables you to listen to sounds in your home, office, 
warehouse, etc. from any telephone in the world. Just attach to 
telephone line, call number, enter ID code and listen. Reg. $399. 
SALE $249. (Ship/ Insur. $10.l [See warning.) 

WORLD'S SMALLEST MICRO
CASSETTE RECORDER 
Will fit inside a pack of cigarettes. The full featured RN-36 records 
for up to 90 minutes per side of a standard microcassette and 
comes with tie tack microphone, earphone, speaker/amplifier. Best 
microrecorder ava ilable. RN-36 Reg. $349. SALE $299. 
[Ship / Insur. $7.50) 

BUG DETECTOR 
DL-1000, hand held detector, goes with you anywhere to sniff out 
"bugs" in offices, homes, etc. L.E.D. bar graph indicator leads you 
right to the RF source. Audio verifica tion circuit confirms the 
presence of a real "bug" which prevents false alarm~ 95. 
[Ship/ Insur. $10.) -

BODY WIRE& 
BUG DETECTOR 
TransTec silently vibrates when it 
detects a hidden RF transmitter. Can 
also be used to "sweep rooms." Small 
as a pack of cigarettes. Reg. $795. 
SALE S695. (Ship/Insur. $10.) 

VOICE CHANGER 
Fits over the handset of any telephone and electronically changes your 
voice to protect your identity. $298. [Ship / Insur. $5.) 

WARNING NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPMENT IS SOLD 
SUBJECT TO PUBLIC LAW 90-351, TITLE Ill, 18 U.S.D., SECTION 2511, ALL LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL ORDINANCES, RULES, 
REGULATIONS, ETC. IT IS THE SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE BUYER [NOT THE SELLER) TO CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL FOR 
INTERPRETATION OF ANY LAWS APPLICABLE TO THE AREA OF INTENDED USE. 

~ ~ 
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Lightweight 
combination of a 
rechargeable flash
light and stungun. 
Carry 50,000 volts 
of protection with 

you day or night. Security that's always in your hand when you need 
it. Complete with Charger SALE $149. [Ship/ Insur. $S.) 

BODY WIRE TRANSMITTER 
EP-151 transmits your voice or other sounds up to 1,000 feet away to 
the matching receiver [included) with this small [cigarette pack size) 
crystal controlled VHF transmitter. Reg. $399. SALE $299. 
Complete [Ship / Insur. $10.l (See warning.) 

WALKIE TALKIE 
Model VHF-30 is a powerful and compact, 4 channel, 5 wan VHF 
crystal controlled radio. Only 6" tall. Range up to 7 miles line of sight. 
Built-in rechargeable batteries. High quality throughout. Comes with 
one channel installed, charger, and belt clip. $329. each. 
(Ship/Insur. $10. per pair) 
Exclusive! VHF-30 with Optional Built-In Scrambler. Keeps 
scanners, etc. from understanding what you say over the radio. 
Installed $595. each. [Ship/ Insur. $15. per pair) 

TELEPHONE SCRAMBLER 
The only way to protect your phone conversations is to scramble 
between the two parties. The SCRAMBLER has over 13,000 access 
codes, fits over handset, totally portable, uses 9 volt battery. 
Minimum of two required . Reg. $395. SALE $299. each. 
(Ship/ Insur. $10.) Higher Level Scramblers from $2,600. each. 

PHONE RECORDING SYSTEM 
Totally si lent, stam and stops automatically, our exclusive, specially 
modified, selectable 8 or 12 hour long play recorder everytime any 
telephone on the line is used . Records both sides of the conversation. 
[See warning.) Long Play 8 Hour Recorder $125. [Ship/Insur. 
$7.50) Autostart $59.95 [Ship/Insur. $3.50) 
SAVE- BOTH UNITS ONLY $165. (Ship/Insur. $10.J 
Optional Alligator Adaptor Clips for attaching anywhere on the 
line. $10. [Ship/ Insur. $3.SO) 

11Telephone 1 Taps' and 1 Room 
Bugs; How They're Done, How To 

This could destroy your 
business ... or your life! 

Defeat 
Them" 
This video clearly 
demonstrates in 
great detail how 
easily wiretapping 
and room bugging 
can be done and 
what to do to protect 
your privacy. 

A leading expert 
in the field of 
countersurvei llance 
and privacy 
protection walks you 
step by step through 
the process of how 
eavesdropping is done. 

This video will give 
you the knowledge that 

normally would take years and several thousand dollars to learn from 
someone "in the business" if you could get them to reveal their tricks. 
This is truly forbidden knowledge that isn't available anywhere else. 
• Shows in detail many of the devices that could be used to invade 
your privacy. 
• Demonstrates many of the detection devices available. 
• Honest answers about what's really out there. 
• What to look for and where to check. 

This exclusive video tells it alll This is information that many 
people would rather you didn't have. Privacy is your right. Don't let 
others invade your business or personal life, find out how you can 
protect yourself today. 
"Telephone 'Taps' and 'Room Bugs; How They're Done, How 
To Defeat Them" Available in VHS format only. Reg. $99. 
DIRECT $49. 95. (Ship/Insur. $4.J 

Executive Protection Products, Inc. - The Professionals 
1325 lmola Avenue West • Suite S • Napa • California • 94559 • (707) 253-7142 
MasterCard • VISA • American Ex1Jress • COD • 24 Hour Voice Mail Order Desk • F,ix [7071253-7149 
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FREE DANNER BOOT CATALOG 

sFL-------
Name 

Address 

City 

Select your new boots from our detailed 
full-color catalog, showing the complete 
selection of styles and sizes. 
Call us toll-free: 

1-800-345-0430 
from 9 to 4 Pacific time, or mail this card 
today for your FREE Danner Catalog. 

Phone# 

State Zip 



The complete line-up .. 
Benelli Ml Super 90 A de

fe nsive firearm, a ut ility shotgun, 
or a dependable sporting arm, all 
describe the M 1 Super 90. The 
Benelli inertia reco il operating 
system means fast-firi ng, re liable 
function with all types of 12 
gauge shell s, from light 2 3/4 
inch field loads to the most 
potent 3 inch magnums. Special 
ghost ring sights are now options 
on the M 1 SLUG and DEFENSE 
models. The M 1 Super 90 
FIELD mode l unites the quick 
handl ing M 1 receiver and tough 
polymer stock with a wide 
choice of sporting barrels . A 
complete set of screw-in chokes 
gives the MI FIELD unmatched 
versati lity for hunting under the 
toughest cond itions imaginable. 

The Benelli Black Eagle is a 

premium grade sporting shotgun 
that combines the advanced 
technology of the MI and 
Montefeltro Super 90 system 
with the classic design of 
vintage Benelli shotguns. The 
special two piece rece iver of 
steel and aluminum means 
unmatched strength and 
enhanced balance . A distinctive 
high gloss walnut stock and gold 
plated trigger round ou t the fin e 
lines of this select class shotgun. 
Black Eagles come in a variety 
of barrel lengths with a complete 
set of tough screw-in chokes. A 
new Black Eagle SLUG gun is 
now avai lable with a 24 inch 
rifled barre l and scope mounting 
base on the receiver top cover. 

Benelli Montefeltro Super 90 The Benelli M3 Super 90 
A direct descendent of the Ml , Combination Pump/ Auto 
the Montefeltro uses the same 
simple and re liable operating 
system. There is no complicated 
gas system to collect grime and 
powder res idues. No complex 
linkages or pistons to clean or 
maintain . Like all Bene lli 
shotguns, the Montefe lt ro 
disassembles complete ly without 
tools for easy cleaning and 
maintenance. The unique 
Benelli load ing system lets you 
change a she ll in the chamber 
without emptying the entire 
magazine. Something you' ll 
apprec iate if you need to change 
loads or want to safely unload 
the chamber. With the special 
buttstock adjustment kit the 
Montefeltro and Black Eagle 
shotguns can be easi ly custom
fitted to any shooter. 

Advanced semi-a utomatic 

shotgun s fo r sportin g, law 

e nforcement, and defense 

use. Available only at your 

A uthorized HK Dealer, for 

the location nearest you 

call (703) 450- 1900. 

joins the unique features of 
semi-automatic Bene ll i shotguns 
with a traditional pump ac tion 
favored by many law enforce
ment agencies. Rugged, reliable, 
and easy to operate, the M3 can 
be quickly converted from auto
loading to pump by flipping a 
single spring-loaded ring in the 
fo rearm. The M3 functions with 
all standard shotgun loads as 
well as gas grenades, flares , and 
rubber ammunition . Designed to 
operate under the most demand
ing cond iti ons, the M3 is now 
ava ilable with a tough fo lding 
stock and specia l ghost ring 
sights for fast target acquistion. 

In a world of compromise, some don't. 
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