




















































































































































































































PANAMA KILL
Continued from page 64

jungle and mountainous terrain. Urban oper-
ations were a new twist, even to him.

The shade on the targeted window moves
and the spotter catches the gleam of
sunlight on a barrel.

‘“He’s setting up for a shot,” the spotter
says quickly. .

Lucas peers through the 6X Adjusting
Range Telescope. He exhales, takes up the
slack in the trigger and squeczes.

The rifle booms, echoing in the room.

“He’s down. I saw him fall,” says the
spotter, eyes still glued to his binos.

For the rest of the afternoon Lucas
watches his sector, glancing occasionally
back at the window that outlined his first
target. There have been reports of another
enemy sniper team working out of the same
building.

Later, Lucas sees a woman open the door
to the room he fired into. She walks around
the apartment and finally out onto the
balcony. Her hands fly to cover her mouth
and she leaves quickly.

*‘Judging by her reaction, I’m pretty sure
we either killed him or hit him hard,”
Lucas says.

The sniper was on the upper floor of a
high-rise apartment complex. Confirming
the kill would entail clearing and securing
the entire building, and the operation would
be a manpower intensive, hours-long proc-
ess. There simply wasn’t time.

Again speaking of his PDF opposites,
Lucas says that they were well trained but
didn’t apply their training in a well-
disciplined manner.

““The positions they used were very
amateurish. They were shooting from be-
hind parked cars and from open balconies.
The guy I shot was wearing black on a
white balcony — a perfect target,” Lucas
explains.

The shot was approximately 750 yards,
with erratic cross winds blowing off the
coast less than a block away. Shrugging, he
calls it a “‘good™ shot.

“It’s not state-of-the-art. It’s a dinosaur,
really, but still effective.” Lucas half-
smiles, running a hand slowly across his
M2i.

The same might apply to the old soldier
himself. Not new — but effective even on
unfamiliar terrain.

MYSTERY BULLET

Continued from page 61

length when subjected to internal -pressure.
There was a plastic piston inside the
telescoped cup. The shell consisted of a
cadmium-plated steel case and base, 2.5
inches long with a slight taper over the last
one-third of its length. The payload was 12
pellets of No. 4 buckshot (.240 inch in
diameter), weighing 20 grains each. Muz-
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zle velocity was 450 fps. It was percussion-
primed and used a fast-burning propellant.
Commonly called the “‘Silent Shotgun
Shell,” it was not completely silent, but did
provide a lower sound signature than most
of the sound suppressors of this era.
Designed for covert operations, its lethal
range was quite limited. Because of its low
priority, this project never advanced be-
yond the prototype stage.

During 1969, the U.S. Army Concept
Team in Vietnam (ACTIV) field-tested 10
Smith & Wesson Model 29 .44 Magnum
revolvers modified with 2-inch smooth-
bore barrels and rebored cylinders. Another
attempt to eliminate smoke, flash and
sound, they were designed for use by
“‘tunnel rats.” Initially called the Tunnel
Weapon System, the name was eventually
changed to Quiet, Special Purpose Re-
volver (QSPR).

The unique feature of this system was its
special cartridge. The cartridge consisted of
a nickel-steel case (0.523 inches in diame-
ter and 1.87 inches in length) with a primer,
propellant, piston, sabot and 15 Mallory
ball pellets, each weighing seven grains.
The muzzle velocity was 750 fps and the
effective range was no more than 50 feet.
Upon firing, the piston drove the sabot and
pellets forward and then stopped as it
expended its energy by shearing a series of
threads at the case mouth. The piston acted
as a forward seal to contain all the
propellant gases and the resulting pressure.
This greatly reduced the muzzle blast, flash
and smoke. The sound was reported to be
only slightly louder than that of the hammer
striking the frame. However, misfires were
all too common and the wound ballistics
potential was unsatisfactory. The Limited
War Laboratory at Aberdeen Proving
Ground eventually developed a four-
segment multiple-projectile for the QSPR,
but by then the tunnel rats had lost faith in
the system. Moreover, the new payload
probably contravened the Hague
Convention.

No matter how close a hold is placed
upon new technology, once it is fielded it
will eventually be captured, compromised
and copied. As we have seen, the basic
concept and technology for low-signature,
captive-piston ammunition has been in
place for 20 years. It only remained for
Ivan to copy and (in this instance appar-
ently) perfect it.

The caliber of this clandestine cartridge
is 7.62mm, as the bullet is nothing more
than the standard projectile used in the
ComBloc 7.62x39mm cartridge. Of boat-
tail shape, its diameter is 0.310 inches. It
has a gilding-metal-clad steel jacket with a
steel core and a pronounced crimping
groove. Bullet weight is 122.5 grains,
nominal. The rimless (the 1fim diameter is
only 0.06mm larger than the case body)
case has an overall length of 62.8mm. It is
conventional practice to round off the case
length dimension to the nearest whole
millimeter. However, in this instance that
would dictate a nomenclature of

¢7.62x63mm,” which would duplicate the
metric classification for the U.S. .30-06
cartridge. To avoid confusion, we have
chosen to classify this new round as the
*7.62x62.8mm low-signature” cartridge.
Judging by its size, this would appear to be
a rifle cartridge, but it is not.

At this time, very little is known about
the pistol for which this cartridge is
chambered. Based upon information from
our sources about all that we can say with
any degree of certainty is that the frame
portion of the weapon is reminiscent of a
Makarov or Walther PP/PPK series pistols.
Although from the side it appears to have a
reciprocating semiauto slide with a safety
lever on the left side, it is, in fact, a
double-barrel weapon of break-open de-
sign. It has a blued finish with black,
checkered plastic grip panels. When we
have obtained a specimen of this weapon,
SOF readers will be the first to get more
complete information.

As a result of our detailed analysis, we
do know quite a bit about the cartridge
itself. The cartridge case has been fabri-
cated from either steel rod or formed by
rotary swaging of steel tubing. The case is
slightly tapered and beveled at the mouth.
The rim diameter is approximately
13.93mm. Head diameter is approximately
13.2mm at the shoulder and then to
12.66mm at the neck, which is probably of
reduced diameter only to insure positive
extraction. This cartridge probably
headspaces on the mouth rather than its
slight shoulder (the distance from the base
to the shoulder is 47mm). Case wall
thickness is approximately 1.58mm in the
body area and 2.46mm at the mouth (to
withstand the radial stresses that occur at
the internal stop shoulder when it is
impacted by the piston).

There is a greenish-brown lacquer finish
on both the exterior and interior of the case.
Both the case mouth sealant and primer
annulus are bright red in color. There is no
headstamp — obviously an attempt to
disguise the origin. Comparison of the case
lacquer and mouth sealant with specimens
of known origin, suggests the probable
country of origin to be either the USSR or
Bulgaria,

The percussion primer system is interest-
ing and innovative. It appears to have been
borrowed from artillery shell technology.
Set into the base of the case is a turned steel
disc held securely in place by a roll crimp
formed after the internal components have
been inserted. The unexposed portion of
this disc is, for some unknown reason,
brass plated. There is a small hole in the
center of the disc through which the end of
a small steel firing (or ‘“‘transfer”) pin
protrudes. When the pistol’s hammer
mechanism strikes this pin it is driven
forward to impact upon the primer, which
is seated in a black, anodized aluminum
ring housing. In size and shape similar to a
12 gauge shotshell primer, it has a conven-
tional anvil against which the primer
compound is crushed for ignition. The
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