



































they attack en masse with incredible
viciousness. The NRA has shown
weakness with predictable results.
Donald M. Reilly, Annual
Member
Donald J. Reilly, Life Member
dJackson, Mississippi

LAYING
WITH FIRE. ..
Sirs:

My only question is, “What in the
hell is going on here?”’ First we see
an assault on our right to own and
use modern firearms and now the
country’s highest court tells some
flag burning puke that what he did is
within his rights? [ am sure that I
speak for most of America’s veterans
when [ say, “Like hell he is!”

I have a message for anyone who
would like to burn the flagin my
presence. Try burning a flag in front
of me and you’ll get a free trip to
the hospital to think about the error
in your ways! Those of us who
would die for that flag are “mad as
hell and we’re not going to take it
anymore!” You can take that to the

bank!
: Richard L. Fields
Stanwood, lowa

Like everyone else, | was annoyed
by the Supreme Court’s decision on
flag burning being a freedom
protected by the First Amendment.
What is the difference between
burning a flag, a cross, or painting
swastikas?

All three forms of “‘expression are
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done to antagonize the viewers.” If
one is to be covered, then the others -
should be also.

My interpretation of the First
Amendment is that | have the
freedom to express words and
values. I do it in good taste and in
ways that conform to society’s
standards.

The Court decided that the
freedom of expression should be
protected even if it is in bad taste.
The above forms of ‘“‘expression”
are in bad taste and definitely do not
conform to society’s norm. [ guess
that is what freedom is all about.

Carmine Pescatore
Freehold, New Jersey

HAT WAS
NO HIND......
Sirs:

Re: Soviet Hinds in America (Flak,
SOF, July '89), what Mr. Fusselman
saw was a Korean War-era Sikorsky
H-55 specially converted to
resemble the Hind-D/E by liberal use
of fiberglass — not the Made in
USSR version. . . .

dJack E. Hammond
Defense Data
Spiceland, Indiana

Several sharp-eyed readers have
pointed out to us that the armed
forces are acquiring U.S.-built Hind
imitations based on the Sikorsky
H-55 for training and R&D
purposes. See ‘“Homebrewed
Hinds,” on page 50 of this issue.

HE GREEN
LIE...
Sirs:

Your comments on ‘‘Viet-Vet
Impostors” (Bulletin Board, SOF,
Aug. '89) were a little on the
“Tiananmen Square” side. Please
consider this, if you will.

When [ joined up in the early
1960s, I had a high school friend
who was going to join with me on
the “Buddy System” that the
services had going then. [ was
accepted, but he was rejected for
astigmatism. Xin loi! But, he wanted
to go.

And this is precisely the point I want
to make. You-all know the many
divisions brought about in our society
as a result of the war. Now, many
people are looking back at the war
years and feeling shame for coming
down so hard on the soldiers who
went voluntarily or by draft to
Southeast Asia. [ will grant you that
there are a lot of “cowboys” out
there, but there are also beaucoup
people who wanted to go but for one .
reason or the other could not, and
there are even those who disagreed
with the war who now feel shamed
they did not go.

My buddy is just such a person.
Even in my presence he will tell
people of “our” exploits in uniform.
I personally think that it's a pity,
even a tragedy, like so much else
that made up the war. Perhaps we
to some degree share in this
problem, as there has been a recent
“glorification” of the war through
books, films and the like. Every man
wants to be brave, or wishes that he
could be, so don’t come down so
hard on these people. As long as
they’re not asking for Gl benefits or
trying for public office, no sweat.
Besides, it is said that imitation is the
sincerest form of flattery.

Semper Fi!

Boyce C. Wright
Florida

Granted, there are some who did
not serve through no fault of their
own or for entirely honorable
reasons, but we can’t sanction
saying that you participated in a war
when you did not. That is living a
lie, and those who do it dishonor
both themselves and those who
were there. To take it one step
further, how many troops actually
had bullets thrown their way? To
hear it told now, there couldn’t have
been more than 10 or so logistics
types in Vietnam for the number of
“There I was up to my neck in VC”’
stories currently afloat. But, we
begrudge those far less than
distorting actual service in the war. X
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I WAS THERE

by Al Muick

Gettin’ Down in the Dump

IT was a typically miserable, drizzly
day at U.S. Army Field Station, Augs-
burg, Germany (for some reason the
field station always seemed to be
shrouded in mist). And I, in addition to
having again come down with the
“Augsburg cruds,”” had been dubious-
ly selected for “classified trash detail.”
Litile did [ know that I'd end up with
one helluva story to tell for the rest of
my life.

Classified trash detail at Field Station
Augsburg was quite an experience.
Trash used to be simply burned until
some genius at NSA or the Pentagon
decided that the Russians could take
those millions of pieces of burned
trash, put them back together, and
smear some chemical on them to make
everything legible again. I figured by

" the time they did all that the crap would

be outdated anyway, but who listens to
a Spec 4? The new grand solution was
to mulch everything down with bleach
and water, and then dry it until every-
thing came out looking like that valu-
able piece of paper you so carelessly
left in your pocket while doing the
laundry. This mess was then packed
into big bales about twice the size of a
hay bale and was loaded onto a five-
ton truck equipped with rollers on the
surface of the bed .

Well, on this traditionally lousy spring
day in 1983, Sergeant Streeter, Jimmy
the etemal PFC, and I set out to accom-
plish our mission of transporting the
bales to the dumping site, about a kilo-
meter away. Sergeant Streeter always
rode on the back of the five-ton with the
bales, in blatant violation of all military
safety codes as well as common sense,
and this day was no exception. Jimmy
was driving and nursing a hangover and
trying to make conversation with me
while I was nursing my cruds. | eventual-
ly had to ask him to be quiet because
everything was coming to me through a
haze of beery halitosis. We rode most of
the slow kilometer in silence.

When we eventually got to the
dump site Sgt. Streeter removed the
grates that were holding the bales in on
the rear of the vehicle. The trick to
dumping the damn bales was to slam
the vehicle in reverse as fast as you
could and then brake like a maniac just

before the truck went over the edge of
the dump site and the force of gravity
and Newton’s Law would make the
bales slide off the rollers and into the
dump. You didn’t want to have to
move them manually because they
were extremely heavy.

Today we didn’t even bother to
check if Sgt. Streeter was off the rear of
the truck and reversed as fast as we
could, hitting the brakes at the
appropriate moment. This was fol-
lowed by a scream of “‘you aaaassss-
hoooooooles,” as Sgt. Streeter sailed,
along with the bales, in a none-too-
graceful arc into the dumping site. Af-
ter several moments of abject horror
we braved the odds and climbed off
the five-ton to gaze over the edge of
the pitand see if our good sergeant was
still among the living. Now you must
realize that this dump was also used to
dispose of the chow hall slop and other
unmentionable things, and he just
seemed to land in the middle of all of it.
Fighting his way to the top of the hill
through attacking flies, tin cans, and
disgusting looking slime, he berated us
for being the idiots we were. The geni-
talia of all of our ancestors came off
very badly indeed.

Sergeant Streeter eventually made it
to the top and realized he’d be up on
charges if he touched us, so pissingand
moaning he frantically searched for
some inanimate object to vent his frus-
tration on. Spying an old soccer ball
lying in the comer of the dump, he ran
over and dealt it a kick worthy of an
international soccer star. Jimmy and |
both scanned the skies, desperately
looking for a sign of that ball as it
cleared the tree line. Our search was in
vain, as we soon heard the sergeant
screaming from pain, not anger. As |
looked back over at him, I noticed that
the soccer ball had only rolled about
four inches, and upon further inspec-
tion proved to have three holes bored
into it in a familiar pattem.

Yes friends and neighbors, it was a
bowling ball painted up to look like a
soccer ball, and Sgt. Streeter’s jump
boot was pushed halfway back into his
foot. He had broken every toe on his

Continued on page 85
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50,000 VOLTS NS
OF POWER!!! :@,
Defend yourself iﬁ
againstmuggers, R
dopers, rapists or N

any attacker without

deadly force. Our

Stun Guns will

instanty “scramble”

any assailants nervous system
causing immediate, but temporary
paralysis! By simply touching your
attacker anywhere, he will drop to
the ground a helpless blob of "jelly".
Effective even through many layers
of clothing, our Stun Guns are not
lethal and are safe to the user. They
cannot transmit shock back to you.
Operate on 9-volt rechargeable
battery (not included). Our regular
Stun Gun has a full 50,000 volts of
stopping power and our exclusive
“Lightning™ Stun Gun also includes
a built-in high-intensity strobe fight
to disorient your assailant
A007...Regular Stun.....$49.95

A008.. Lightning Stun..$59.95

9-volt battery & Charger kit..
UNTT.cooocen $15.95

Long-Distance
Parabolic
MICROPHONE

WIRETAP
DETECTOR

This quality telephone tap detector
utilizes a double check system of
tap detection. We have found no
other phone detectors comparable
in price or that can offer the
following features: (1) Both a light
emitting diode and meter readout.
(2) If a bugging device is inserted or
activated or if an extension is picked
up while your line is in use, the LED
will go out and the meter wili fall into
the danger zone. (3) If a series bug
is detected or someone is on an
extension, all lines will be shut down
except for the first two lines to
connect. (4) If a bugging device is
inserted or another extension is
lifted while your phone is not in use,
you will be alerted by the meter and
the LED glowing. Comes complete
with modular jack and plug and
instructions.

ST-1..Tap Detector...$79.95

NARCOTICS
ANALYSIS KIT

The reagents supplied in this kit will
enable you to test for all types of
narcotics, barbiturates, ampheta-
mines and dangerous drugs. This
kit also includes a color reaction
chart that is extremely important
when making presumptive tests.
Comes with a complete instruction
manual and all necessary imple-
ments in a sturdy carrying case.

You've never seen anything quite
like our new "Silver” dollar Spy-Coin
before. This coin is actually made
from real Dollar coins with a secret
compartment hidden inside.
Perfect to carry your microfiim or
other items completely concealed.
OM-4..Spy Coin........ $33.00

Telephone

With this device, all of your tele-
phone conversations can be auto-
matically recorded on your tape
recorder. Once connected, it will
automatically turn your tape recorder
on when the phone receiver is lifted
off the hook, record both sides of
the conversation with crystal clarity
and then turn the recorder off and
await the next telephone usage.
Dead time on the tape is eliminated.
It will also record the tones or pulses
of the outgoing calls, enabling you
to determine the dialed numbers if
necessary. Completely silent
functioning with no clicks heard on
the line. This device is not intended
for surreptitious surveillance.

#SM-24........ veeene$29.95

Big Catalog $1.00
Free with Order

| Mail In Orders:
Send check, MO or charge information to:

Guardian Security Products

4001 East Fanfol - Dept. SF-10

Phoenix, Arizona 85028

CAP-STUN
Spray Weap

nstantly effective non-
lethal weapon!
Cap-Stun is a unique new product
using oleoresin capsicum derived
from hot peppers as its active agent.
Cap-Stun is a formula designed to
replace Chemical Mace and all other
tear gas aerosols and comes in four
sizes for most needs. Propellent
blend and valve design provide the
proper spray pattern so effectively
to safely subdue all attacks. Cap-
Stun has been field use proven
superior to mace and CS tear gas in
that it WILL control a drunk,
psychotic, attack dog as well as drug
abusers. Cap-Stun acts as an
inflammatory agent rather than an
iritant like the tear gasses. The
inflamed mucous membrane cells
swell to prevent all but life support
breathing as well as dilating the eye
capillaries so the attacker is physi-
cally blinded for the duration with no
harmful aftereffects. Each Cap-Stun
comes complete with leather holster
#LP-1 ...$14.95
#LP-2....2 oz........... $22.95

Ordering Information:

By Mail: Use coupon of separate sheet.
Include check, money order or cradit card
information.

By Phone: Call 1-800-527-4434. Have
all product and credit card information
ready. Arizona residents call 1-602-
371-1023.

Satisfaction Guaranteed!
Dealer inquiries invited:

Charge Card Orders:
TOLL FREE

1-800-527-4434
in Arizona
(602) 371-1023
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Map shows Angola’s 15 provinces. Author
journeyed from Jamba, UNITA’s
administrative HQ, to Cachingues.

few hours.

Sitting far from the fighting in UNITA’s
Jamba headquarters and listening to what
seemed like wildly exaggerated claims
raised a lot of skepticism. According to
UNITA, its guerrilla forces operated with
near impunity throughout most of Angola
with support from the local population,
while FAPLA seldom ventured outside its
heavily defended bases without the direct
support of their Cuban allies. It all sounded
too much like propaganda. So I finally said,
if what you’re saying is true, then show me.
And they did.

From my first trip with UNITA to the Ben-
guela railway line (see ‘‘Angola’s Forgotten
Front,”” SOF, August *89), I remembered the
landmarks and bases as we ground slowly
northward for a week: Likuwa, UNITA’s
main logistics base; Mavinga, the objective of
nearly every Cuban/FAPLA offensive; Kom-
bambi and Chilombo — all of it seen from the
back of a lorry heavy with supplies and my 15
bodyguards. At Chilombo we turned west to
UNITA’s administrative and coordination
center for Bie Province, where we were
greeted by Captain Paulo Saul, our guide to
the front headquarters.

A few hours more brought us to the edge
of a shana— a wide savannah — bordering
the Kwanza River. This was the end of
UNITA’s ‘“‘consolidated area.”” We were
ferried across the Kwanza on inflatable
boats and continued on foot to the Bie front
headquarters, where I was welcomed by
Lieutenant Colonel Implakavela. Already
advised by radio of my coming, he greeted
me with the information that a major opera-
tion was being planned.

Major Chimuku Etila Liakevela, the
operational commander for the attack, ex-
plained that reconnaissance units already
had two enemy bases under observation. As
soon as they radioed their intelligence re-
ports on enemy troop strengths and disposi-
tions, we would begin the march. Three
days later we headed west.

With three columns totalling over 1,000
people — at least 200 of whom were mem-
bers of the local population carrying food
and ammunition — I was amazed that we
moved during daylight hours. Major Chi-
muku seemed unworried about possible air-
strikes by Angolan fighter-bombers or
gunships. When I finally voiced my concern
as we were crossing a wide shana, he only
smiled. ‘“We hope they come,’’ he said.
Though I never saw any, I assumed the
confidence was due to U.S.-supplied Sting-
er missiles.

On the fourth day, a halt was called and
the officers and senior NCOs gathered
around a scale model of the FAPLA garri-
son post they would be attacking. It was
Cachingues, an important garrison post for
Cuban and FAPLA supply convoys moving
along the tarred road from Huambo to the
major base at Menongue. The men who
would be leading the special penetration
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which my fellow Afghan companions slid.

At Duranie we had to transfer to alternate transport. We soon
found ourselves riding in huge trucks crammed full of sacks of
flour and sleeping bags. At least now the going promised to be
warm and soft. Each man climbed into three sleeping bags and
huddled down out of the wind as we set off at a torturous pace,
following an all but invisible track across a white wasteland
littered with the derelict remains of other, less fortunate trucks.
Some were being dug out of drifts. Others had tipped over in
the river beds and water swirled around them washing away the
last of the supplies they were carrying.

Finally the trucks could go no further and supplies had to be
transferred to horseback. My own schedule kept me back a few
days to film in a muj camp. By the time I set off, a few days
later, I was left with a small escort of six muj. We spent our
last night before departure in'a mosque jet, a communal
hospitality room set aside for visitors to a village. It was basic
but warm, which made the early 0430 introduction to another
Afghan winter day seem all the colder.

Our way lay over two mountain passes under observation
from Soviet and Afghan army positions. We had to clear the
first pass before sunrise. The pace was steadily uphill and beads
of sweat soon began to trickle down our straining faces. Once
on top of the first pass however, the temptation to stop and rest
was soon forgotten as our sweat-soaked clothes began to freeze
into a crisp outer layer. With dawn ever closer and all the
attendant dangers of our exposed position, we hurried on.
Downhill was faster but more treacherous underfoot. Following
a gully down we emerged with the first light into a small valley
called Argundy. Nothing disturbed the dawn other than the
crunching of the iced snow crystals beneath our feet, and the
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occasional heavy artillery shell exploding indiscriminately in the
far distance and echoing in the stillness of frozen morning air.

The sky turned a deep crimson-orange and quickly brightened
into day. On the other side of the plain, a dark ridge jutted out
of the valley floor. On top were several square-shaped buildings
which formed an Afghan army observation point. Although still
several clicks off, the muj gave it the respect it deserved and
hid their AK assault rifles under the blankets which they all
wore draped around themselves like thick, warm capes. They
repeatedly admonished each other not to create a target by
walking in a bunch, but tended to bunch up nonetheless for
mutual moral support as we walked out across the exposed
valley floor. It made me very nervous.

Up ahead, jutting out of the snow, were two burnt-out
Russian BTR 70s, precariously perched at a steep angle against
the side of a gully. They were fire-blackened and rusted brown
in color, with only a trace of their original olive green
camouflage. One still had a plainly visible number 734 on the
side in white lettering. Both were peppered with bullet holes. I
wondered if the Soviet soldiers who had once sat in them as
they drove up the valley had presumed themselves safe, encased
in all that metal. Next to the ‘‘small arms rash’’ were
occasional violent tears where RPG rockets had found their
mark; jagged metal blades buckled back into the fire-scorched
interior. The small blister turrets that once housed 14.5mm
HMGs were torn aside several meters clear of the body work.

We spent the rest of the day waiting in a small village until it
was late enough to make a start for the second pass.

Mid-afternoon we set off; the way snaked up through
snow-filled gullies for several hours until we finally reached the
saddle of the mountain a few hours later. Here the small knot of
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21ST CENTURY

" COMBAT RIFLE

clude both moving and stationary targets
located over a wide angular area to further
stress the firer. Additionally, the test per-
sonnel will not know what target will
appear, how many will appear at one time
(up to three), or how long they will remain
exposed. Moving targets will also operate at
two different speeds.

To compound stress even more, the
shooters will undergo strenuous physical
exercise just prior to firing and their heart
rates will be monitored during the firing
stages. Peer pressure, team competition,
battle-noise and return-fire simulators will
also be employed to further stress and moti-
vate the test participants. It’s unlikely we
could ever come closer than this to por-
traying a combat environment. However,
we must never forget that actual combat will
always remain the ultimate test bed of both
men and their equipment.

The four weapons entered in the ACR
trials were developed by Heckler & Koch,
Inc. of West Germany, Steyr-Mannlicher
Ges. m.b.H. of Austria, Colt Industries and
AAl (Aircraft Armaments, Inc.) Corp.
Weapons developed by McDonnell-
Douglas (a flechete-firing rifle which
proved to have an erratic shot dispersion)
and Ares (a rifle using telescoped ammuni-
tion that was plagued by light primer hits)
were dropped from the trials when they
failed to demonstrate sufficient system or
ammunition reliability by the required due
date.

Heckler & Koch G11

Heckler & Koch’s revolutionary caseless
G11 bullpup was first exposed to the public
in an exclusive report that appeared in the
March, 1982 issue of SOF. Since that time,
development has continued and numerous
modifications have been made.

The G11 is gas operated with a unique
radially reciprocating chamber. The single-
column, 45-round magazine is attached to
the rifle above the barrel and serves also as a
pointing aid for snap shooting. A feed arm
pulls each round downward, projectile nose
first, directly into the chamber. The cham-
ber then rotates 90 degrees into the horizon-
tal firing position. After ignition of the
round, the chamber rotates 90 degrees in the
opposite direction to the original feed posi-
tion. This is somewhat reminiscent of the
principle used in the Cookson and Lorenzo-
ni repeating flintlocks.

Initial charging is accomplished with a
rotary cocking device on the left side of the
weapon. By removing the magazine and
rotating the cocking handle, a chambered

Heckler & Koch’s G11, left side. Note the
rotary cocking device for initial charging.
By removing the magazine (above the
barrel) and rotating the cocking handle, a
chambered round is cleared and exits
through a door in the bottom of the stock
(under the cocking handle) which opens at
an appropriate moment.

OCTOBER 89

Is Army Courting Hit Probability
at Expense of Killability?

Heckler & Koch’s G11, right side. A
multi-powered scope is built into the
carrying handle and provides 1X power for
shorter ranges and 3.5X for beyond 300
meters. Overall length of this bullpup is
only 29.5 inches, but it weighs 8.6 pounds,
empty.

round is cleared and exits through a door in
the bottom of the stock under the cocking
handle which opens at an appropriate mo-
ment. Magazines can be loaded one car-
tridge at a time, or by means of 15-round
clips that are packed in a sealed plastic box.
An indicator at the top of the magazine
identifies the quantity of ammunition re-
maining.

A further innovation is the rotary firing
pin which pivots around its own axis to
expose a spur that digs into the primer to
cause ignition.

A multi-powered scope, developed by
Swarovski, is built into the carrying handle
and provides 1X power for shorter ranges and
3.5X for ranges beyond 300 meters. The
weapon is sealed to prevent the intrusion of
debris or water and an integral check valve is
thus required to relieve propellant gases.

There is a four-position selector switch
near the pistol grip on the left side; the
positions are safe, semiautomatic, three-
shot burst and full-auto. The cyclic rate at
full-auto is 450 rpm and approximately
2,000 rpm at three-shot burst. This latter
rate insures that the third round in the burst
will leave the muzzle prior to significant
muzzle climb, thus minimizing the group
dispersion. The concept was pioneered by
Heckler & Koch in the now almost forgotten
VP 70 machine pistol, which had a three-
shot burst rate of 2,200 rpm.

There is, therefore, no need of a muzzle
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Security Agency (NSA). Those with action-
oriented billets often spent time with Delta
and other special operations units perfecting
their commando and anti-terrorist skills.
Because of internal fighting within the
Pentagon and the U.S. intelligence com-
munity, ISA had to coordinate all of its
activities with the CIA. In an effort to main-
tain its independence, ISA commanders
clashed, at one time or another, with the
Joint Chiefs of Staff (JCS) and the lead-
ership of Delta, SEAL Team Six, Seaspray,
and the Air Force’s special operations wing.
During the 1985 hijacking of TWA flight
847, ISA teams accompanied Delta and
SEAL Team Six commandos to Akrotiri,
Cyprus, to prepare for a rescue mission into
Lebanon in the event that negotiations that
eventually led to the release of the hostages
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broke down. Similarly, ISA operatives
were standing by with Navy SEALs to re-
take the Italian cruise ship Achille Lauro
later that same year. The seajackers. mem-
bers of the Palestine Liberation Front
(PLF), surrendered to Egyptian authorities
and the operation was called off. ISA per-
sonnel, however, were part of an operation
which successfully freed eight American
hostages in the Sudan, after they had been
kidnapped by south Sudanese rebels. Using
intelligence collected by ISA operators on
the ground and special training provided by
Delta, Sudanese commandos were able to
rescue the American church and relief agen-
cy officials.
Profile of an ISA Operator

The military personnel assigned to ISA all

generally had some special operations back-

/%
s

ground and experience. Most received addi-
tional training once they joined ISA. New
recruits went through an ISA six-month basic
training course, and afterwards were given
additional training by the CIA, FBI and Secret
Service. Those involved with ISA’s action
component also trained with Delta and other
special operations units.

For a profile of a typical ISA operator,
*‘Scuba’’ is very representative. Since he is
still involved in special operations with
another military unit. his real name cannot
be used. “*Scuba’’ was bornon 2 July 1947,
in Oregon, where he was raised and edu-
cated. In 1968, he dropped out of college
and joined the army. Upon graduation from
OCS (Officer Candidate School) at Fort
Benning in 1969, he was sent to jump
school and then was attached to the Sixth
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Special Forces Group at Fort Bragg. Late in
1969, he began a three-year tour of duty in
Vietnam, mainly conducting long-range re-
connaissance missions and surveillance of

fning to the states in 1972, he
served twi years with the Second Armored
Divisionand was sent to the Advanced In-
fantry. Course. Upon graduation he was
transferred to the First Infantry Division at
Fort Riley, Kansas. During his three-year
stint at Fort Riley, he got his degree in
political science and sociology. After a tour
of duty with the Tenth Special Forces
Group, he was assigned to FOG, the fore-
runner of ISA. “‘Scuba’’ held top positions
- with ISA’s operations squadron and with its
deep cover unit. He stayed with ISA until
his retirement in 1987.
Lebanon: Hothouse of International
Terrorism
During the past 14 years, Lebanon has
come apart at the seams. In many respects it no
longer exists as a viable nation. It is dominated
by foreign armies and armed militias, repre-
senting different religious factions. One of the
unforeseen consequences of the Lebanese
civil war has been the rise of the long-
oppressed Shi’ites of Lebanon, spurred on by
the Iranian revolution and the wave of Islamic

fundamentalism that has swept over much of -

the Middle East.

The leaders of revolutionary Iran viewed
Lebanon as another potential Islamic repub-
lic. Iran joined the PLO and its leftist allies
in an effort to destroy the power of Leba-
non’s Christian minority, who were re-
garded as allies of Israe] and descendents of
the hated Crusaders. As many as 1800 Rev-
olutionary Guards (Pasdaran) were sent to
Lebanon, most based in the Bekaa Valley.
By 1983-1984, Iranian operatives had taken
over Hezbollah, the so-called Party of God,
and were using it to wage war on Lebanese
Christians and all sources of Western influ-
ence and culture in the country. The United
States was regularly described by the
Ayatollah Khomeini and other top Iranian
leaders as the *‘great Satan,’” and Hezbollah
terrorists, often with the aid of Syria, struck
out repeatedly at U.S. targets in the country.
The U.S. embassy and the embassy annex
were both bombed, as was the U.S. Marine
barracks at Beirut International Airport,
with the loss of 241 American servicemen.
On 16 March 1984, the CIA’s chief-of-
station, William Buckley, was kidnapped in
Beirut by Iranian terrorists. Buckley died in
captivity the following year after having
been subjected to continuous torture and
abuse. Over the months that followed Buck-
ley’s abduction, other Americans living in
Lebanon — journalists, educators, a hospi-
tal official, a priest, and at least one mental-
ly impaired individual — were also seized
and disappeared into the terrorist nether-

world.
Virtually all of the Western intelligence

organizations were ‘‘blind’’ when it came to
dealing with the rising tide of Iranian- and
Syrian-backed terrorism in Lebanon. Not
only were their respective intelligence ser-
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American hostages in Lebanon were held at
the Sheik Abdalla Barracks near Ba’albeck
in the Bekaa Valley and in the Bir el Aabed
district of Beirut, both Shi’ite controlled
areas. Rescue mission was planned as a
two-pronged strike.

vices forced to deal with a totally fluid situa-
tion, where nothing remained the same for
long, but all had traditionally ignored Leba-
non’s Shi’ite community. In the past, the
Shi’ites had not been a major factor in Leba-
non. Even the Israelis, with a massive net-
work in Lebanon had paid little attention to
radical Shi’ite factions like Hezbollah and
its Iranian masters — until it was too late.

After the traumas of 1983-1984, and with
the epidemic of hostage-taking that began in
1985, the United States was desperate to
develop intelligence ‘‘assets’’ in Lebanon.
A crash program was launched to collect
timely information about terrorist threats
and to locate the American hostages.
According to a top-ranking ISA officer,
‘‘When the hostage crisis started taking on a
life of its own, we were tasked to provide
intelligence and potential support for any
type of rescue operation. Delta was told.to
start planning a rescue operation and we
were tasked, apparently by DIA and Delta,
to start a collection operation [intelligence ]
to support Delta’s entry into Beirut.”’

A small number of ISA men had worked
undercover in Beirut ever since the bombing
of the U.S. Marine barracks, but given the
urgent need for results and the enormity of
the task, it rapidly became clear to ISA
officials that they would need to find new
allies and recruit new personnel for the op-
eration.

Recruiting the Network

‘“It was a blind date,”’ recalled a
Lebanese national living in Washington,
D.C., who got a mysterious phone call in
October 1985. The caller invoked the name
of a mutual ‘‘friend’’ in Beirut and asked if
Michael would join him for a drink.
Michael assumed it was a purely social
meeting and agreed without hesitation.
When he arrived at the bar at 1600 hours the

following day, he was met by a tall, slender
American with a moustache. The man was
dressed in a business suit and had a mid-
Western twang.

In contrast to Michael’s expectation of a
casual evening of drinks and chit-chat about
mutual friends, the American was all busi-
ness. He introduced himself as a representa-
tive of the U.S. Government, but apolo-
gized for his inability to show Michael any
identification. Not one for small-talk, the
American came straight to the point. He
wanted to meet a senior Lebanese Forces
intelligence official, who lived outside of
Lebanon and was a friend of Michael’s. He
told Michael that there was a highly-
sensitive matter that he wanted to discuss
with the Lebanese Forces official — some-
thing that would benefit both the United
States and the Christian community in
Lebanon.

Michael listened to the man but did not
initially commit to help him. The conversa-
tion then turned to the situation in Lebanon.
After about an hour, the man told Michael
that he had to leave. ‘‘I’ll call you,’” he said,
and then gave Michael what later turned out
to be a false name, Paul Dunbar.

Uneasy about the strange meeting,
Michael got in touch with his friend and told
him what had happened. Although they had
no idea where the contact might lead, ‘‘my
friend decided to carry on with the ‘game’,”
says Michael.

Two weeks later a second meeting was
arranged at an Irish pub in the Washington
suburb of Alexandria. When Michael ar-
rived this time, he found Dunbar seated at a
table in back of the pub with an associate.
The associate was six feet tall and all mus-
cle. ““He looked every bit an infantry sol-
dier,”’ recalls Michael. Unlike the first
meeting, this time Dunbar was far more
relaxed and easygoing, although his com-
panion barely uttered a word. Dunbar asked
Michael if he enjoyed Washington and they
talked about several extraneous subjects.
Finally, the conversation took a serious
turn. Dunbar told Michael that he was look-
ing for information about Lebanon, very
specific information. Michael responded
that he needed to know who wanted the
information. Dunbar would only say that
they were ‘‘operating under an inter-agency
mandate’’ and were involved in ‘‘anti-
terrorist activities.’” Michael asked them to
describe the kind of information they were
seeking. ‘‘Information about terrorist
groups in Lebanon,’’ came the reply. Then,
as if an afterthought, Dunbar indicated that
they were also interested in any intelligence
about the American hostages.

‘It was very clear to me that their main
interest was the hostages,”’ says Michael,

- “‘since there are far better sources than me

for information about terrorist groups in
Lebanon.’’ They told Michael if he could
set up the meeting with his friend, they
would introduce him to their superiors, so
that he could verify their bona fides.
After the meeting, Michael contacted his
friend, the Lebanese intelligence official
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who went by the name of ‘‘Shanon,’’ and
made arrangements for him to come to
Washington. Although a Christian, born in
Lebanon, Shanon had been raised and edu-
cated in Europe and was, in many respects,
more European than Lebanese. However,
with the outbreak of the Lebanese civil war,
Shanon had voluntarily joined the Christian
fighting militia, the Lebanese Forces (LF),
and quickly rose to the top rung of its intelli-
gence apparatus, even though he was only
in his early 30s. He became chief of the LF
international section and was sent abroad to
liaise with and establish ties to other intelli-
gence agencies, mostly in the West. In prac-
tical terms, he was the chief representative
of the Lebanese Forces in the West. But
more important to ISA, over the years he
had developed many unique contacts both
within Lebanon’s Shi’ite community and

Hezbollah. He had meticulously assembled

a network of informers, friends, and other
contacts in Lebanon, and had the ability to
reach into virtually any-faction or militia for
information.

ISA had selected the right person. Now it
was a matter of recruiting him.

Despite misgivings, Shanon agreed to
meet in Washington with Michael’s myste-
rious ‘‘friends.”” Michael and the two ISA
men picked him up at National Airport and
they took great care to avoid being spotted
or tailed. ‘“We changed cars three times,
drove in circles, and took other evasive ac-
tion,”’ recalls Shanon. ‘‘In the end, I was
not sure that they even knew where they
were heading.”’

Finally, after about 45 minutes of driv-
ing, they pulled into a hotel near the airport.
Shanon was shown to a large suite, where he
met two other Americans, identified as
Dunbar’s “‘ultimate superiors.’’ One intro-
duced himself as ‘‘Mr. Lake,’’ and the other
remained anonymous.

The meeting was strained and formal; no
one relaxed. Shanon was asked about his
access to sensitive information, especially
relating to various terrorist groups operating
in the Middle East, and about the Soviet role
in the region. They also wanted to know
about certain terrorist activities in Europe.
Shanon responded to the inquiries warily,
giving short clipped responses, usually
‘‘yes’’ or “‘no.”’ Finally, they began a prob-
ing series of questions about the Lebanese
Forces, its organizational structure, chain of
command, and certain key figures.

Shanon was able to quickly ascertain that
they were special operations veterans and
had spent some time in Beirut during the
1985 TWA 847 hijacking. It was also readi-
ly apparent that their only real concern was
the American hostages. What troubled Sha-
non was why they weren’t working through
normal channels. Since the Lebanese
Forces maintained intelligence ties to CIA,
DIA, and the Israelis, it seemed strange that
they would use such a circuitous route to
obtain his cooperation.

As the meeting drew to a close, Shanon
concluded that Dunbar and his companions
were ‘‘for real’” and their operation was sanc-
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tioned. Security considerations, he decided,
explained the elaborate secrecy and distance
from other intelligence organizations.

He agreed to help the American effort,
and in the months that followed became the
central figure in a network of Lebanese in-
telligence operatives that would ultimately
pinpoint the precise location of all the
American hostages. This information, in
turn, precipitated the most serious rescue
attempt to date to wrench the hostages from
their Shi’ite captors.

Momentum

It took about four months before the
Lebanese component was fully operational
and transmitting hard information back to
ISA. All of the data received by ISA was
turned over to CIA and NSA (National
Security Agency) for further verification.
This led to the positioning of a spy satellite
over Lebanon that was dedicated to gather-
ing intelligence about the hostages and, as
part of that function, to checking out Sha-
non’s information. For the most part, Sha-
non’s information turned out to be extreme-
ly accurate and precise.

On 17 May 1986, for example, ISA re-
ceived a message from Shanon’s operations
center regarding the ‘‘transfer of the hos-
tages to the region of Hakrak.”’ According
to the message, *‘the source of Riad Tleis of
Hezbollah have verified that the prisoners
and foreign hostages were transferred from
the locality of Brital [Britel] and the Sheik
Abdalah barracks (in Na’albek) to a Hezbol-
lah military camp located in the region of
Hakrak [Hermel] in the heights of the north-
emn Bekaa.”

Several weeks later, Shanon’s operatives
reported further developments. ‘‘On 12

_June 1986, the American hostages were -

transferred from ‘Miqraq’ fort (compound)
in the Ba’albek area to the headquarters of
the Iranian Revolutionary Guard [sic] lo-
cated at ‘Breetal’ [Britel] town; and they are
still there,”’ wrote the ISA man who trans-
cribed the message.

As Shanon’s men closed in on the hos-
tages, the U.S. spy satellite monitoring
events in Lebanon was repositioned to get a
better look at the village of Britel in the
Bekaa Valley. This followed receipt of the
following message, which was translated
from French:

Please note the positioning of the hos-
tages:

1. CR [cable reference] 46 where the
hostages are probably 70 percent being de-
tained at the moment.

2. Concerning Breetal [Britel] village (in
the Bekaa) specific sources identify the de-
tention area of the hostages in the ‘al-
Husayniya’ building or barracks situated at
the Breetal village with map coordinates:
221440/189200. Coordinates from the
‘Shiek Abdallah’ barracks (the main bar-
racks for Hezbollah in the Bekaa valley) in
the Breetal (also Brital) area with the de-
ployment of the DCA.

194480/227980

193980/227980

194420/227620

PS Coordinates of the Mosque of Brital
are 188700/221500.

So successful was the operation that Sha-
non’s men were generating literally hun-
dreds of pages of intelligence material every
week. ‘“We did not bargain over the intel,”’
says Shanon. ‘‘The traditional way the
Lebanese Forces and the Lebanese Govern-
ment handled intel of this kind was to send
90 percent and bargain over the rest. We
gave ISA everything we got. Everything on
the Palestinians, Shi’ites, Libyan agents,
Iranian agents, Syrian activities.’’ In addi-
tion, America’s clandestine cooperation
with the LF began to take other forms. Dur-
ing the September 1986 hijacking of Pan
Am flight 73 to Pakistan, for example, the
LF permitted Delta Force to secretly use its
facilities in East Beirut in anticipation that
the plane would ultimately be diverted to
Lebanon. The hijacking, however, was re-
solved in Karachi after a shootout. Shanon’s
operators also gave the United States valu-
able intelligence about terrorist operations
in other parts of the world, including an
attack on a U.S. base in Turkey.

So Close Yet So Far

By the middle of the summer of 1986,
Shanon’s men had, according to ISA
sources, identified where all of the U.S.
hostages were being held. CIA sources, by
contrast, claim that, ‘“They had a fix on five
hostages and did not know where the others
were. . . . It was a cat and mouse game, and
you can’t launch an operation based on this
kind of intelligence.”” An ISA officer dis-
agrees. ‘‘They [Lebanese Forces intelli-
gence] provided us with the exact location
of every hostage,”” he claims. They told us
where they were being moved to, each new
location. We were able to verify this by
other means. We could have launched the
operation and freed the hostages.’’

. So good was the information being supplied
to ISA that the other U.S intelligence agencies
soon were in an uproar. Since ISA had little
analytical capability, the information from
Lebanon, in its raw form, was fed into the
computerized data banks of the U.S. intelli-
gence community. This meant that CIA,
NSA, the National Security Council, and cer-
tain elements at the State Department ultimate-
ly had access to it. As aresult, they bombarded
ISA with scores of questions and clarifica-
tions, often demanding to know the precise
source of a specific piece of intelligence.
*“‘Everyone wondered where we were getting
this unusual and accurate information,”’ said a
former ISA man.

Despite bureaucratic jealousies and bick-
ering, however, in July 1986, planning for
an operation to rescue the hostages in Leba-
non was authorized. That same month, an
ISA colonel with the code name *‘Gabby,”’
traveling undercover and in disguise, was
dispatched to Lebanon to get a firsthand
look at the situation. He arrived at the
Christian-controlled port city of Juniyah
and spent 10 days in-country. He inspected
the staging areas set up by the Lebanese
Forces and actually observed some of the
sites where the hostages were being held. At
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the same time, Gabby was assessing —
before American forces were placed in
jeopardy — the efficacy of the Lebanese
Forces intelligence network and the key in-
dividuals that would be part of any future
operation. H¢ was even permitted to meet
with some of the LF intelligence ‘‘assets’’
and informers.

Satisfied with what he had seen, upon Gab-
by’s return ISA began pulling together a res-
cue operation, working with other special op-
erations elements that would be involved. By
the end of August, most of the planning was
complete and intelligence collection had been
stepped up to monitor the situation in Lebanon
as closely as possible. Shanon’s network was
working around the clock on logistics matters
and to detect any changes in the hostages’
condition or location that would affect the
operation. Overhead, U.S. KH-11 spy satel-
lites were conducting photo recon missions so
that highly detailed maps of certain areas in
West Beirut and the Bekaa Valley could be
produced. NSA, meanwhile, had accelerated
its “‘collection’’ activities, and was monitor-
ing virtually all phone traffic in the country.

The Plan

The final mission plan called for assem-
bling a combined force of 50 to 60 Delta and
SEAL Team 6 commandos on a supply ship
steaming with the Sixth Fleet. At a desig-
nated location north of Cyprus, the com-
mandos would be transferred under cover of
darkness to a Christian-operated cargo ves-
sel, which traveled regularly between Leba-
non and Larnaca, Cyprus. There would be
four empty cargo containers on deck to con-
ceal the presence of the commandos. While

“the commandos would be ferried to the
Christian vessel in small boats, their equip-
ment would be transferred via ship-to-ship
cables. The whole procedure was not ex-
pected to last more than a half hour.

The equipment being carried by the com-
mandos included special eavesdropping de-
vices that permitted them to monitor events
in bunkers, closed rooms, and cellars; satel-
lite communications gear to link the com-
mandos directly to the White House, the
Joint Chiefs, and mainframe computers
operated by the intelligence community; a
secure communications system that would
allow the raiders to communicate among
themselves without fear of compromise;
and portable computers designed to transmit
and receive encripted messages. In addi-
tion, they carried certain special weapons,
explosives, first aid gear, and equipment for
breaching doors. Shanon and his men were
asked to provide them with unmarked AK-
47s, M16s, and Uzis that could be used in
the operation and left behind. The comman-
dos were supposed to dress in civilian cloth-
ing or non-identifiable battle fatigues.

Once the vessel reached the port of
Beirut, it would put in at dock number five,
which was controlled by the Lebanese
Forces. The five containers, with the com-
mandos and their equipment inside, would
be off-loaded and taken to a remote storage
area within the port. Later that night, a
Lebanese Forces convoy — including jeeps
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Bir el Aabed area of Beirut, where some of
the American hostages were being held, lies
northeast of a big Palestinian stronghold in
the Borj el Brajne district. Palestinians’
Sabra and Chatilla camps, destroyed by
successive rounds of fighting with Israeli,
Christian, and Shi’ite forces, lay to the
north, due east of stadium.

and six-wheeled trucks — would pick them
up and transport them to Christian-
controlled East Beirut. There, at safe houses
provided by the LF, the commandos would
divide into three pre-assigned teams.

Guided by Shanon’s men, the first team
would enter Moslem West Beirut and make
their way to Bir el Aabed, where some of the
hostages were being held. The second team,
also guided by Lebanese Forces intelligence
operatives, would strike out for the Bekaa
Valley and the Sheik Abdallah Barracks. The
third team would remain behind, held in re-
serve in case either of the other two units
encountered serious problems.

To transport the commandos inside
Shi’ite-controlled areas, station wagons,
sedans, and Land-Rovers bearing:Amal and
Hezbollah markings had been assembled.
The necessary travel and identification
documents had been bought, stolen, and
otherwise obtained, and then provided by
Shanonto ISA, where they were duplicated.

X Z v K -.: ...
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The operation would be masked by
threatening maneuvers, conducted by two
Lebanese Forces intelligence teams, de-
signed to draw Shi’ite and Hezbollah units
away from the target areas. However, as
one American participant remembers, ‘‘We
did not rely heavily on the Lebanese Forces
to fight or even to conduct operations that
could have supported us. We were ready to
do the operation alone, single-handed, and
come home with the hostages.”” Although
the Christian-dominated Lebanese Army
had also expressed, through the CIA, its
willingness to be of assistance in the event a
rescue was attempted, for security reasons
the offer was not accepted.

‘“The operation was ‘Made in the U.S. of
A.’,”’ says an ISA operator. ‘“We could
have used additional support, but the idea
was to carry out a clean, neat, quick opera-
tion. Every support activity would only
have complicated matters. This was sup-
posed to be a quick and dirty operation.”’

Timing was all important. The strikes
against the two Hezbollah prisons were to
be closely coordinated. There was little
margin for error. It was expected that the
raiders would meet with little resistance at
the two prison facilities, since Hezbollah
and the Pasdaran operated on the principle
that it was not the number of guards but the

frequent movement of the hostages that
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guaranteed their security. As a result, there
were only a small number of guards at each
facility. Once the operation at Bir el Aabed
was complete, the commandos and, hope-
fully, the hostages, would head for the
coast, using one of a number of potential
escape routes. There, they would rendez-
vous with ISA operators and be evacuated
by means of swift boats or helicopters to
U.S. naval vessels standing by a short dis-
tance away.

The operation in the Bekaa was more
complicated and the escape options more
limited. The plan called for the teani that hit
the Sheik Abdallah Barracks to reach the
coast and to leave via the sea. In the event of
an emergency, however, there was a direct
line of communication to the Israelis.
Although they had not been informed of all
of the operational details, the Israeli defense
and intelligence establishment had agreed,
in a ‘‘worst case’’ situation, to come to the
assistance of the commandos or to provide
for “‘quick entry’’ into Israeli-controlled
territory.

Internecine Warfare

As usual, there were those at the U.S.
embassy in Beirut and in the American in-
telligence community that were opposed to
a high risk operation to rescue the hostages.
Some opposed any operation that was not
under their personal or institutional control;
others refused to enlist behind any idea that
was not their own. There was a third categ-
ory, however, of ‘‘weak sisters’’ and so-
called *‘Arabists,”” mostly at the State De-
partment, that harbored intense antipathy
toward Israel and its Lebanese Christian
allies. For political and ideological reasons,
they were not above “‘selling out’’ an opera-
tion that would strengthen American ties to
the Christians or provide Ronald Reagan
with a dramatic victory in Lebanon.

Relations between the ISA operators and
the U.S. embassy in Beirut were virtually
nonexistent. The embassy was viewed as
having its own agenda, which did not in-
clude a military rescue of the hostages. Be-
cause of what were seen as past betrayals,
ISA and the special operations components
involved in the rescue mission treated the
American ambassador, the CIA chief-of-
station, and other embassy personnel as
‘“‘the enemy.’”’ By contrast, they viewed
Shanon and his men as ‘‘friends,’”’ whose
agenda was right out in the open. ‘‘They
wanted to get recognition for the LFI
[Lebanese Forces Intelligence],’’ says a for-
mer ISA officer, **and wanted support from
the U.S. of their independent stand in Leba-
non.”’ Despite certain bureaucratic prob-
lems, however, the CIA ended up providing
ISA with cover and other support.

The operation received a major setback in
July when a number of the ISA men and
commandos were pulled out of the Lebanon
operation in order to beef up security in New
York. Federal officials were afraid that
there might be some kind of foreign terrorist
attack in conjunction with the Statue of
Liberty centennial celebration on the Fourth
of July that was to be attended by the presi-
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dent, although there was little hard evidence
to sustain such fears.

Between August and October 1986, ISA
and the commandos rehearsed the operation
and *‘‘sat on their suitcases’’ waiting for the
signal to ‘‘go.”’ The Lebanese Forces even
provided two ships and there was a dry run
involving the transfer of men and equipment
from one vessel to the other.

End of the Road

On 11 October 1986, the fax machine
began to whine in the small office in sub-
urban Virginia, near the Pentagon, that
served as the operational nerve center of
ISA. The message being transmitted had
originated in Beirut and was forwarded to
the Arlington address from Montreal, via
secure telephone line. As the slick pages
were spewed from the secure machine, a
boyish-looking major grabbed them and
jammed then into a red cardboard folder.
There were no identifying markings on the
pages or on the folder.

The major quickly crossed the corridor
with the folder tucked underneath his arm
and opened a heavy steel-reinforced door
which, like the pages and the folder, was
unmarked. He did not knock. Across from
the door, behind an almost-bare govern-
ment-issue metal desk, was a grim-faced
lieutenant colonel. Without a word, the ma-
jor handed the folder to his superior and
stood motionless in front of the desk.

The colonel placed the folder squarely on
the desk in front of him, opened a locked
drawer, and extracted a small code pad. He
perused the faxed pages slowly, glancing
from time-to-time at the code pad. Once he
had finished, he reviewed the message a
second time for accuracy, then handed both
the folder and the code pad to the major.

“Read it,”” he said bitterly. ‘“We’re in
trouble. The bad guys won.”’

The major took a chair and did as in-
structed, a sense of dread begin to grow in
his gut. The message confirmed his worst
fears. Finally, he closed the folder and re-
placed it on the desk, along with the code
pad.

“It’s all over, colonel. Finished,”’ said
the major in a stony voice. ‘“What now?”’

The colonel didn’t reply. He knew that
this was the end of the line and that their
promising military careers were most likely
over. He also realized that the American
hostages were unlikely to be freed any time
soon.

The text of the message was as follows:

***¥10/11/86 12:56

Attn: Frankie/Oscar [code names for ISA
officers]

From: Shanon [the Lebanese network]

Subject: Current situation

We believe the DST [French intelligence]
and your bad guys [CIA] are on Tessin’s
[Syria’s] side.

Number of reasons:

1. On 10/11/86 meetings were held in
Tessin [Syria] between SIS [Syrian Intelli-
gence Service] and DST. At the same time
the Iranian Minister for the Revolutionary

Guards, Mr. Mohsen Daoust is in Tessin
[Syria] for conversations with Tessin
[Syria] high level.

2. Colonel Ghazi Kanaan, chief of SIS in
our place [Beirut] left Martyr [Lebanon] in a
hurry to Tessin [Syria] to take part in in
number one.

3. Big bargaining is being discussed:

A. A deal on Cargo [hostages] with the
complete approval of the bad guys [CIA],
DST. Green light for Tessin [Syria] on the
subject. ,

B. To take over by Tessin [Syria] the
western suburbs [West Beirut]. .

C. Complete cover to Tessin [Syria] in
exchange for the Cargo [hostages].

D. Green light to Tessin [Syria] to move’
on Felix [Lebanese Christian Forces] and
put Felix finally out of the ‘‘Game’’ [rescue
operation].

E. It’s clear that this will happen in the
next weeks.

Baba on Felix [ISA’s independent net-
work in Lebanon and the Lebanese Christ-
ian Forces]

Best regards.

Keep you informed.

The rescue operation was being sold out.
But why? And by whom? The colonel could
only guess at the answers to those questions,
but within weeks it would become abun-
dantly clear. First, came the revelations
about the Reagan Administration’s secret
arms-for-hostages dealings with the Iranian
government. Then, on 29 October 1986 the
French and Iranian governments publicly
announced that they had reached a settle-
ment involving a $1 billion loan. This
would pave the way, nearly two years later,
for the release of the French hostages being
held by Hezbollah.

In retrospect, there could be little ques-
tion but that the rescue mission had been put
on ‘“‘hold,”’” and subsequently ‘‘sold out,”’
because White House policymakers and in-
telligence officials were afraid to undertake
any rescue operation that might impact
negatively on their secret negotiations with
Iran. In their defense, it could be asserted
that they felt that negotiations, rather than
force, held greater promise for the success-
ful release of the hostages. Nevertheless, in
hindsight there is little question but that they
became so committed to the Iranian initia-
tive that they lost sight of everything else,
and gave far too little thought to the con-
sequences — for the hostages — if their
negotiations failed. )

By the time Lt. Col. Oliver North was
fired from the National Security Council
staff, on 25 November 1986, for his part of
the Iran-Contra scandal, the clandestine op-
eration being mounted by ISA and its
Lebanese network had already been dis-
mantled. Virtually every trace of the opera-
tion was shredded or burned. It was almost
as if it had never existed. The most success-
ful operation to penetrate Hezbollah and to
collect vital intelligence on Lebanon was
over, and along with it any chance of secur-
ing the release of America’s long-suffering
hostages. & .
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dinner in a restaurant on the Thai-
Cambodian border. Four months ago I was
working as a bureaucrat for a state govern-
ment in the northeastern United States.
Steady desk job, good money. I was en-
gaged to be married. Shit, the wedding had
been scheduled for next Saturday, I thought
over my fried rice with chicken. But I de-
cided to make some changes. My mother is

not happy. ®

WHY THE
NORTH WON

Continued from page 65

the battlefield in the end was the 130. And
there as no answer to it. None.

SOF: Militarily, therefore, defeat for
South Vietnam was a pretty straightfor-
ward textbook case of collapse before a
well-engineered blitzkrieg. Turning to an
aspect of the war in the villages which we
neglected to discuss earlier, were you
familiar with ‘‘Phoenix’’ as we waged it?

RT: Yes, though it wasn’t new at the time
it came in. The methodology had been
going on for a long time. Everyone under-
stood, certainly in the front line areas, that
even though a village seemed secure, there
were enemy people inside, and you had to
find out who they were. That they had been
trying to do. But what used to happen was
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that by patrolling ’round the villages and so
on, you were constantly running into enemy
parties, and there were little battles. Half a
dozen people would be shot on both sides.
What happened during the Phoenix Pro-
gram was that they said you’ve got to target
this infrastructure. In other words, the peo-
ple upon whom the guerrillas are dependent
to survive. So the next time you have an
incident, and you kill three, two of them
have got to be called infrastructure. That
way you know you're getting the infrastruc-
ture. And that’s really all that happened.
Nothing different was actually happening
on the ground to what had happened before
’round villages with popular forces and re-
gional forces operating in the populated
areas. There were just constant clashes.
Now, you tried to identify the dead and call
some of them infrastructure. In other words,
you were getting your infrastructure, be-
cause this was made the target. This was
called assassination whereas in fact it was
what had been happening for years — bat-
tles happening around the villages.

SOF: Just before I came to London I
was reading a curriculum on the Vietnam
War that is being offered to high schools.
In it the authors talk about 40,000 people
being assassinated under the program.
Dale Andradé, an author who has been
researching in the classified records, can
find evidence of only 3,000 ‘‘hits.”’

RT: I would think that was very close to
what got classified as infrastructure, but it
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GLAMOR PHOTOGRAPHER
HELICOPTER GUNSHIP PILOT
INTELLIGENCE OFFICER, NO.1
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER
LOCKSMITH, CERTIFIED
MERCENARY, REGISTERED
MASTER NINJA

MARINE SNIPER. NO. 1
MAC-V, CIA, LATE WAR
MAC-V, CIA, EARLY WAR
ORGANIZED CRIME BUREAU

“YOU CAN RUN

INTERNATIONAL
BOUNTY HUNTER'S
ASSOCIATION

BUT YOU CAN'T HIDE™

TEE SHIRTS -Full four color emblem

was no more than the usual battle data. They
didn’t really know who was who. But,
there’s no doubt that they got better at it.
They weren’t just terrorizing people. Let me
give you an illustration. You know, 1 was
sent out by Nixon at one time to reorganize
the whole Vietnamese police, which we did.
It took us two months to work it out, and we
gave them a report which Thieu accepted and
put into operation. The police were reorga-
nized. Of course, that took a lot of time. This
was only in 1970. One of the interesting
points that followed from this reorganization
was that during the invasion of 1972 there
was not one single incident in Saigon carried
out by the Viet Cong. Yet you know what
Saigon was like, don’t you? People every-
where, living in rabbit warrens and all. But
not one single incident, not even a hand
grenade in the park. Now, that’s the meaning
of having proper police control inside the
town! And they had achieved that by 1972,
which was interesting. You wouldn’t have
had that if the government was sustained
only by terror. Colby [former CIA director]
is the one who knows more about this than
anyone else. I’m not saying there weren’t the
odd assassinations, but I would be surprised
if the actual assassinations were such that
they numbered more than a few hundred. Of
course, assassinations on the other side were
a great deal more.

SOF: Since Vietnam, we’ve been in-
volved in El Salvador and other places —
and, of course, there are numerous other
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intensity warfare”’ written by lieutenants
and captains who have never ‘‘been
there.”

RT: What’s more, I think everything
which is happening now is fascinating. You
have this enormous army, all working
according to a plan to train for a war which
they are not going to get because they are a
sufficient deterrent to that war. Therefore,
they are not going to get it, and they’re not
trained for the war that they are going to get.
I think it’s fascinating.

SOF: So we’re left in rather a hopeless
position right now.

RT: Yes, you are. Unfortunately, you are
in that hopeless position of a country unlike-
ly to be able to get a bipartisan foreign
policy. And if you can’t get a bipartisan
foreign policy, you can’t have a consistent
foreign policy. Look at how that destroyed
your Vietnam war effort!

SOF: This is what I have told Filipino
personnel involved in their counterin-
surgency: do it yourself and, for heavens
sake, whatever you do, don’t depend
upon the Americans.

RT: Right, local self-sufficiency worked
for you in Thailand. You got Thailand right.
George Tanham was the U.S. Embassy’s
insurgency person for Thailand. The Thais
reached a stable war situation. Once they
were there, they didn’t know which way
things would go. Suddenly, events went
their way. China came out on their side,
because it didn’t want the Vietnamese to be
able to expand further. Simultaneously, in-

ternal problems wracked the movement.
The insurgency fell apart.

SOF: At least some people get the full
marks!

RT: Anyway, I’ve put it all in here — the
lessons [pats manuscript of his book, Make
For the Hills, to be published summer 1989
in London by Cooper]. You know, this one
covers the fall of Hong Kong onwards. It
covers more than just Vietnam, though I’ve
put all that in because it shows what'’s in-
volved. After all, 1 spent a year of the war
behind the Japanese, so I know what goes
on in guerrilla camps. Organization and
leadership are crucial. But two points are
key to this whole business we’ve been dis-
cussing: you start where you are, and you go
with what you've got. Learn that. &

21ST CENTURY RIFLE

Continued from page 57

from a 1930’s Buck Rogers movie. In one
form or another it’s been around for a long
time, but not that long. AAI's ACR is an
outgrowth of the Special Purpose Individual
Weapon (SPIW) program, which, in turn,
was an offshoot of Project SALVO (1952-
1960). Originally, the SPIW was to be a
hand-held weapon that fired a controlled
burst of small darts, plus a 40mm grenade
launcher, all in an envelope weighing less
than the M1 Garand.

By 1973, the United States had pulled out

of both Vietnam and the SPIW program.
SPIW’s last gasp was the 1974 transforma-
tion of AAI's XM70 (which fired the erratic
XM645 10-grain flechette initiated by a
cost-prohibitive piston primer that boosted
the cost of the ammunition to more than $3
per round) into the so-called serial bullet
rifle (SBR) chambered for a micro-caliber
4.34x45mm cartridge with a 28-grain pro-
jectile.

The SBR featured an impingement-type
gas system and a trigger mechanism that
fired semiautomatic and the first round of a
three-shot burst with the bolt closed, while
the second and third shots of a burst were
fired from the open-bolt position. AAI's
ACR has an entrapped-gas operating sys-
tem. Propellant gases enter a cylinder
through the barrel’s gas port to drive a pis-
ton rearward. The weapon fires from the
closed-bolt position in all modes.

A selector lever above the trigger on the
right side provides for semiautomatic and
three-shot burst fire. Unless it was designed
exclusively for left-handed shooters, it has
been placed on the wrong side of the rifle (a
hump to the rear of the ejection port deflects
flying brass to protect southpaws). The
safety is located forward of the trigger hous-
ing on the left side where it cannot be
reached by the thumb with the shooting
hand in the firing position. When placed on
safe, a barrier is activated which prevents
insertion of the finger into the trigger hous-
ing. The pistol grip configuration resembles
that of the M16A1.
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The full-length, synthetic rigid stock is
integral with the lower receiver molding.
Both front and rear sling swivels are located
on the underside of the weapon — an age-
old tradition that serves no useful function
except for those strutting about the parade
ground. The upper receiver, which also
appears to be fabricated from a synthetic
compound, extends out to the front sight
and has 28 slanted cooling slots on each
side. Once more, there is a full length aim-
ing rib along the upper surface. A longitu-
dinal slot on the left side accommodates the
retracting handle, which is probably not re-
ciprocating. The lower handguard, also
synthetic, is checkered at the rear on each
side and slotted at the front for ventilation.

The magazine-well, which accepts a spe-
cial 30-round, staggered column detachable
box-type magazine, is equipped with a flap-
per-type catch-release. The well has been
modified to prevent insertion of standard
M16 magazines. Since the gas port was
moved rearward to accommodate the pres-
sure curve of the flechette ammunition, fir-
ing the M855 cartridge in this weapon
would raise the port pressure to catastrophic
levels.

A pronounced muzzle device was de-
veloped for the saboted flechette projectile.
It is said that it significantly reduces muzzle
climb and decreases the dispersion of the
burst pattersn.

The Trijicon tritium-powered optical
sight (see accompanying article) and the

rear iron sight are interchangeable. There is
a spring-loaded, quick-release lever on each
side of the receiver to facilitate the
changeover.

What goes around comes around. The
4.32x45mm micro-caliber cartridge has
been abandoned, and a steel, fin-stabilized,
subcaliber flechette once more speeds out of
AAI’'s ACR muzzle at 4,600 fps. It weighs
10.2 grains with a diameter of approximate-
ly 1/16 inch and an overall length of 1%
inches. Its point is sharpened and the shaft
surface roughened to provide the necessary
friction between the flechette and the four
plastic sabot segments which are held
together by an ‘‘O’’ ring at the rear. As with
the Steyr flechette, the sabot segments are
fabricated from a liquid crystal polymer.
When the assembly (weighing about 21
grains) exits the muzzle, propelled by a
non-standard but conventional powder,
wind drag separates the sabot segments
from the flechette. The flechette package is
inserted into a standard 5.56x45mm brass
case and primer. Chamber pressures gener-
ated by this ammunition are on the order of
55,000 psi.

Overall length of the AAI ACR is 40
inches. The weight, without magazine or
sights, is 7.8 pounds. The flechette round
requires a barrel twist of only one turn in
every 85 inches. AAI’s entry represents de-
cades-old technology.

The principal focus of the ACR project is,
quite obviously, to increase hit probability.

That’s a noble endeavor, but some other
important considerations seem to -have fal-
len through the cracks. Every rifle we have
adopted in this century, from the Model
1903 Springfield through the M1 Garand,
M14 and M16 series, has been capable of
far more than just acceptable accuracy. In
the hands of trained soldiers, the hit prob-
ability was, and remains, of the highest
order. To expect ‘‘technology’’ to replace
intensive training is nothing short of a
national disgrace. Instead of spending a
good portion of their time squatting in park-
ing lots to pick up cigarette butts, our troops
(at least those expected to pull the triggers)
and our nation would be better served by a
renewed effort at the firing ranges with
competent training personnel.

All of the ACR prototypes are too heavy.
Reducing the soldier’s load should have
been another primary goal of these trials.
The program’s directors will dismiss this
objection by repeating that they are con-
cemed with “‘the technology embodied in
the prototype rifles, rather than the indi-
vidual rifles themselves.’’ They should be
reminded that the package’s weight is part
and parcel with its ‘‘technology.’’

However, my most serious concern is
that the ACR program has almost complete-
ly ignored the question of wound ballistics.
It makes no sense to improve hit probability
at the expense of lethality. Of what value is
it to eliminate aiming and ranging errors
with “‘technology’’ instead of adquate train-
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decided that we would have to have a fol-
low-up for the BAR as well, and that this
should be a variation of the basic infantry
rifle. In other words, the decision was made
on type, rather than on function, just the
opposite of the George approach. The result
was a comic opera series of designs, begin-
ning with the M15, a heavy barreled version
of the then-new M14 rifle. When this
proved unsatisfactory, various modifica-
tions were made to the basic M14, none of
which were satisfactory in view of the sus-
tained fire and mechanical reliability re-
quired of a squad automatic weapon.

The adoption of the M16 brought that
whole project to a halt, but still left many
people in the Army with a vaguely unsatis-
fied feeling. We ‘‘needed’’ a squad automa-
tic weapon (notice the persistent emphasis
on type, rather than on purpose). In all char-
ity, something was needed. The short range
and low penetration ability of the M16 left
U.S. infantry units seriously handicapped.
This was coupled with a decline in marks-
manship, reduced emphasis on fire control
within squads, and a general tendency for
troops to believe that automatic fire, by
sheer noise, could accomplish something
that aimed fire could not. When it became
apparent something was needed which the
5.56 caliber could not deliver, the com-
manders in the field did the obvious.

The tactical solution was to increase the
number of M60 machine guns. These
weapons provided the range and power that
the M16 lacked, and conscientious and bat-
tle-wise leaders found that by controlling
the fire of the M60s, they could largely
compensate for the shortcomings of ineffec-
tive rifle caliber and marksmanship. In
effect, they recognized a needed function,
and filled the requirement by employing a
type of weapon that was designed for a
different purpose.

In the meantime, the pursuit for a type
replacement for the BAR went on. Nearly
three decades after the BAR was honorably
retired, and two decades after the adoption
of the M16, we finally have a Squad Auto-
matic Weapon, the M249 SAW. Unlike the
BAR (or the M60), which fired a full-power
cartridge, the M249 fires the same cartridge
as the M16 rifle. And unlike the BAR,
which was initially teamed with a bolt-
action rifle and later an autoloading rifle,
the M249 is teamed with the M16, which
can deliver the same automatic fire. What
advantage does the M249 offer over the
M16 except that it is belt-fed?

We know what type weapon the M249 is,
but its function or purpose is unclear. Some of
its defenders are quick to point out that it
“provides the squad with a high volume of
fire’’ — but what we need is a high volume of
hits, and at a greater range. A SAW should
provide something the basic infantry rifle can-
not, or it has no reason for being there. Did we
ever have any difficulty in shooting up all the
ammunition we could carry? Even when all
we had to shoot it in was the M16? Does the
M249 have greater range and penetration than
the M16? Is it more accurate or more reliable
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than the M16? The answer to all of these
questions is no.

What we have in the M249 is a weapon of
the same range and power as the M16, but
with no more accuracy, no more reliability,
and considerably increased weight. The
M249, in addition to its other shortcomings,
fails to answer the fundamental question ‘‘If
it can’t deliver a greater volume of more
accurate fire at greater range, what’s it
for?”’ R

FULL AUTO
Continued from page 20

that served as the basis for making the
ban on semiautomatic versions of 43
different types of military rifles perma-
nent, the BATF asserted that [PSC-type
matches are not covered by the 1968
law and that informal sport shooting,
“plinking,” is “primarily a pastime and
could not be considered a sport for the
purposes of importation ...”

In short, the BATF has arbitrarily
chosen to drastically narrow the defini-
tion of what constitutes a sporting use
of a firearm in order to accommodate
an already-made political decision to
ban importation of a class of weapons.
It had to do so because the truth simply
doesn’t fit into the picture the agency
and anti-gun politicans are endeavor-
ing to paint for the non-shooting pub-
lic. It never has and it never will. That,
however, does not change the fact that
the decision is outrageously deceitful
and exiremely dangerous. The deceit
is obvious; the danger lies in the fact
that by denying that some of the most
common uses of firearms are *legiti-
mate sporting purposes’’ the BATF has
sown the seeds of a future assault on
domestically produced firearms which
have a military ancestry.

I, and every member of the SOF
staff, are mad as hell that we have to
justify our constitutional rights to Sena-
tors Howard Metzenbaum and Ed-
ward Kennedy, Drug Czar William
Bennett and others of their ilk. I expect
you are as well or you wouldn’t be
reading Soldier of Fortune.

None of us have access to the five to
$10 million a day in free publicity that
the. NRA has estimated the media is
donating to the gun grabbers. Our col-
lective voices can be heard and mea-
sured only if each and every one of you
takes the time and effort to contact the
President and your senators and repre-
sentative. Write or phone President
George Bush at the White House,
1600 Pennsylvania Ave., NW._,
Washington, D.C. 20500 (phone:
202-456-1414). Contact your sena-
tors at the United States Senate,
Washington, D.C. 20510 and your
congressman at the U.S. House of
Representatives, Washington, D.C.

20514. Ask to be connected with your
senators and representative by phon-
ing the Capitol Hill switchboard at 202-
224-3121. Let them know in polite,
but no uncertain, terms that you are
opposed to gun control and that it has
no effect on curbing crime.

Finally, we must all unite with mem-
bership in the National Rifle Associa-
tion (1600 Rhode Island Ave., NW.,
Washington, D.C. 20036). Dues are
$25 per year.

If you don't, the sun will soon set on
American gun owners just as surely as
it did in Great Britain. &

BULLETIN BOARD

Continued from page 6

LEASE PASS
THE BUCK...

Senator Orrin Hatch (R-Utah)
writes in a recent issue of Defense
and Diplomacy magazine that
“foreign capital infusions into the
Warsaw Pact countries have
increased by $8 billion from 1985 to
1987, and now amount to $2 billion

"per month” (emphasis ours).

Jean-Francois Revel, author of Why
Democracies Perish noted recently
that “‘we must not help them
surmount their crises while they
remain communist, for unless the
sickness is able to run its course,
they will never fundamentally
change.” Revel quotes the
prediction of mid-19th century
author Alexander Hertzen:
“Socialism will go on developing
through all its phases until it
achieves its extremes and
absurdities. . . The struggle to the
death will begin anew, as

socialism. . .is vanquished in its turn
by the revolution to come.” But if
Gorby can pere-stroke $2 billion a
month from Western banks, that
should at least help the Sovs pay the
rent, especially since the landlord
canceled their lease in Afghanistan.
The USSR's tab at Western banks is
now over $58 billion; they’d like
another $100 billion over the next
five years.

STOP THE
GUN GRAB
OF ’89
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NOTICE TO READERS
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is
a magazine of national and interna-
tional distribution. There may he
products for which sale, possession
or interstate transportation may be
restricted, prohibited or subject to
special licensing requirements in
your state. Purchasers should con-
sult the local law enforcement au-
thorities in their area.

ENCLOPEDIA OF REVENGE — The Most devastating manu-
al ever published! Over 1000 entries, completely cross refer-
enced. It would take 15 books 1o equal the information jam-
packed in this giant 8%2x11 hardcover volume. $49.95 plus
$3.50 shipping/handling to Anchor Publishing, PO Box 2630-
C, Landover Hills, MD 20784. Visa/Mastercard orders calt
orders 24 hours. {301) 459-0738. {144)

we
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SHIPRING
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——

Gl SUPPLY R.D. #10, BOX 10419 - Dept. SOF
NEWTON, N.J. 07860

U.S. LARGE COMBAT
FIELD PACK

WITH FRAME  (Lc2-aLicE PACK)

$II 00

SPECIAL
Criginal and current Gl issue Long Range Special
Mission Model has a total of 6 oulside pockets.
‘D' rings inside the main companiment to shorten
pack if not fitled to capacity. Qur pack is complete
with GI Frame straps, Kidney Beft, etc. Rip Stop
Q.0. Nylon will carry 70 [bs, easy.

Send $2.00 ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS: Money Ordes, personal
For 200 ftem Catajog!  thecks or Visa & Master Card gladly accepted. NO

£0D's. All merchandise is 100% guaranteed. Residents
=201 )948-6260@ of Alaska, Hawaii and Puerto Rico add 5% for shipping.

MOVING?

Tessseeeascone cusesrsessensnon

PLACE LABEL HERE

esssescosnascnen esssessscnarense

MR/MS

Street

City/State/Zip

Mail it to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine,
P.O. Box 348, Mt. Morris, IL 61054

Be a DETECTIVE

AND EARN YOUR BADGE

NO EXPERIENCE NEEDED

MEN — WOMEN —
TRAIN AT HOME FOR

AN EXCITING PART OR
FULL - TIME CAREER

AS A PRIVATE DETECTIVE,

START YOUR OWN AGENCY
OR WORK FOR OTHERS.

) LEARN ALL THE LATEST

TECHNIQUES |y

FROM THE ‘\“V*”’:
EXPERTS. i X

VALID IN ALL 50 STATES

GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION

Box 1918 Hanover, MA 02339
NAME AGE
ADDRESS
CITY STATE __ ZIP

YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! secretly obtain uniisted phone
numbers confidential postal and DMV records, birth/death,
credit and confidential court records. Author reveals every
source, method and trick known. Locate old friends, lost lovers,
debtors and enemies. For profit, fun or adventure. Satisfaction
Guaranteed. For your copy of YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! Send
$14.95 plus $1.50 postage. TARGET BOOKS, Dept. B, 13575
Martinique, Chino Hills, CA 91709. (144)

SUCCESS THROUGH KNOWLEDGE. Get controlled circula-
tion periodicals. Topics: professional security management,
alarm industry, terrorism, police theory, etc. These trade jour-
nals are not available to the general public. Many contain
information on latest technology, equipment, industry trends,
and employment opportunities. List of tittes, publishers,
addresses, and a "how to” guide to get you started. $15 to
HyperThink, PO Box 114, New Town Branch, Boston, MA
02258. (144)

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES
LET THE GOVERNMENT FINANCE YOUR NEW OR EX-
ISTING BUSINESS. Grants/loans to $500,000 yearly. Free
recorded message: 707-449-8600. (KW5) (144)

WW2 GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni-
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World's biggest cataiog
$2. Krupper, Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (150)

WORLDWIDE authentic military medals, wings, insignia. Five
different medals from 5 different countries $98.50. Catalogue
$2 cash. Invicta, 740 Gladstone, Ottawa, Canada. K1R 6x5.
(144)

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials.
Videocassettes, photographs, literature, Zapruder film. Cata-
logue: $3. Collector's Archives, Box 2, Beaconsfield, Quebec.
HOW 5T6. (150)

MILITARY RELIC INVESTMENTS! Telephone “hot” line.
From common daggers, helmets, uniforms, weapons and
medals to rare investment items. What do you need? We'll
locate and ship. We also buy. Call John at612-689-1146. (144)

RARE FIND Philippine bolo (native sword-machete) | T S,
7805 Evening Star Drive, Ft. Worth, TX 76133, Dept S/F. (144)

WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, helmets,
everything! lllustrated catalog $10. (refundable) Disco, Box
331-X, Cedarburg, WI 53012. (155)

LEARN GOLD, SILVER, PLATINUM SCRAP RECYCLING
business. $75,000 year possible. Spare time. Free informa-
tion: Recycling, Box 11216SF, Reno, NV. 89510-1216. (147)

IMPORT-EXPORT, A profitable sideline business. For com-
plete details send $7 to: Townes & Blackwell Publishing; PO
Box 140523-A; Austin, TX 78714. Or write for our free catalog.
(144)

COLLECTORS

RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES Medals
Books & Militaria Send $1 for list. Kaplans Box 890638, Lyn-
dhurst, 2106 Johannesburg, South Africa. (147)

UNIQUE

Histarical Military Art and Tollectibles
P.O. BOX 1806 - SF Lafaystte, CA 94549
Phone 24 hours (415) 283-1771

MILITARY COLLECTORS
postpaid. * German War Badges ¢ postpaid.

3

Sub — Iron Cross — Wound
Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your
choice W.W. #1 or #2 (state choice). We have most
complete stock of W.W. #2 German badges-caps-flags,
i OVER 40,000 ITEMS IN STOCK.
id. {Sent free with any order).

Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG - $5.00.

W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158

2 The

BOMBER JACKET

0
Ori

ALL BLACK
TOP-GRAIN LEATHER
* ESPECIALLY TAILORED
FOR BIG-BORE
SHOULDER HOLSTER
CONCEALMENT!
* This Is The Original
‘DEUTSCH KOMMANDO®
Flight Jacket — Fully
Lined w/inside Map
Pocket, Zip Comp. On
Sieeve, Double-Entry
Front Pockets, Heavily-
Padded Elbows

75+ Available in Even Sizes 38-52.

/ 4106
"Worn By Adventurers, DEVI‘.’IEVEE';V ONLY 5249'9531171;:”3’/5‘ s

Pilots and
Soidiers World Wide"  The Toughest Jacket Around
CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS

CALL (512} 697-8900
COLOR CATALOG
$3.00

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO.
% Send Check, M.O.

P.O. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-10
VISA or MC To: SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 ,gg

Black Falco%

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Patches, books, DI pins, T-shirts.
Catalog $1. SATGONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208.
{150)

WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd., Collector's
Armory! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. lllustrated
catalog $5 (refundable). RELICS, Box 261-D, Cambridge, MN
55008. (145)

) E f

EPHON
This is a normal functioning telephone!
EXCEPT it has a secret built in monitor.
Only YOU can call and monitor all conversations, using a
secret code, and never be detected! Range Unlimited
$175.00 - 6 month Warranly - Phane Tap Catalog $3.00
LISTEN ELECTROMICS, 603 Etgin, Muskogee, OK 74401
1-800-633-TAPS

r

20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850.
Trout fishing, backpacking, camping. Etk, deer, moose,
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near established towns.
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN-
TEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE
color brochure, photos, maps.
—FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE-—
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-592-5990

TREASURE STATE RANCHES
210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S
Deer Lodge, Montana 53722 - (406} 846 1000

AN “EXPLOSIVE” GIFT!
COMPLAINT STOPPER

Uniaue Desk OrNAMENT
AUTHENTIC OLIVE-DRAB GRENADE
ON 4 x 6 WALNUT BASE.
YELLOW LETTERS ON BLACK PLATE.

Price $199% + $25¢ Postage

STA-BRITE PRODUCTS

4 WOODSHIRE CT  BALTIMORE, MD 21207 ® (301) 655-6366
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