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MODEST
PROPOSAL...
Sirs: )

The biggest obstruction to an
effective criminal justice system (and
[ use the term lightly) is the
character of those who guide,
maintain and write the laws for that
system. It seems that those who
write the laws have bent over
backwards to provide the criminal
with ever more ingenious ways of
escaping justice. There is nothing
more threatening to law and order
than a greedy judge or lawyer who
has graduated from his practice and
ACLU-type thinking into a position
whereby he can write or influence
passage of ridiculous loopholes
simply to further his colleagues’
noble profession. True justice is far
down on such a person’s list of
priorities. In my opinion, he is more
of a criminal than the misguided
Richard Ramirez or adorable Ted
Bundy, in that his actions and efforts
perpetuate the continuous murder,
rape, robbery and poisoning of the
public, all in the name of providing
current and future attomeys with
six-figure incomes.

For the sake of argument let’s
assume reform has taken place. Now
what about penalties? Make them
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swift, sure and merciless. And make
no mistake about the drug situation
in this country. If we’re serious
about putting an end to the
problem, we’re simply going to have
to start executing a lot of drug
dealers. Anyone dealing over a
pound pays with his life and all
small-time dealers go to jail for life
— no parole, no time off for good
behavior, no weekend furloughs and
no questions asked. Sound severe?
You bet it is! The money to be
made in the drug trade is simply
overpowering and consequently the
penalties are going to have to be
even more overpowering if they are
to have the desired deterrent effect.
What about possession? If it's more
than a pound, confiscate everything
the person owns and deport him
from the country forever; under a
pound, confiscate everything he
owns and warn them that a second
conviction for any amount will result
in permanent deportation.

Let's come down hard on the
criminal instead of tying the hands of
police. Ban criminals, not guns.
Being a realist, I doubt that any
serious change will come anytime
soon, if at all. Therefore, my only
advice to the general public is this —
acquire a means of self-defense,
become proficient in its use and
don’t leave home without it.

Frank Leech
Palm Desert, California

EMPORARY BANS

TEMPORARY

CONFISCATIONS...
Sirs:

The people of the Soviet state of
Georgia are presently finding out the
hard way Gorbachev’s policy of
glasnost comes with a high price tag.
Soviet troops recently fired on Geor-
gians demonstrating for an auton-
omous government, killing 19 peo-
ple. Dan Rather calmly announced
on the CBS Evening News that
Soviet troops were in the process of
temporarily collecting thousands of
hunting rifles from the citizens of
Soviet Georgia. Thanks, Dan, for the
national exposure of the best argu-
ment there is against registration of
firearms.

This same Dan Rather will tell you
to be reasonable and register your
firearms. You have nothing to fear
from your government, he will
contend. He will tell you that
registering your weapons will
decrease crime.

I contend that my government has
nothing to fear from my being
armed, so long as it is working for
the people of America. The Second
Amendment was written to ensure it
will continue to do just that, as well

" as providing for the defense of that

government by the people.

Gun owners wake up! Write your
elected officials at all levels of
government. Let them know you will
not tolerate ANY restrictions on your
rights as free men to be armed. Do
it now, before armed troops at your
door temporarily collect your
weapons,

George R. Roberts
Louisville, Kentucky

Letters expressing support for the
Second Amendment swamped our
offices after assault rifle bans were
introduced in numerous states and a
nationwide ban was enacted on
importing such weapons. Space
restrictions prohibit us from printing
more of your comments, all of which
echoed Mr. Roberts’ sentiments,

LETTERS

Your input has made FLAK one
of SOF’s most popular cokemns.
Write and tell us your opinion of
SOF or any subject you consider
worth our readers’ attention. We
reserve the right to edit for content
and brevity. Send letters to FLAK,
c/o SOF, PO Box 693, Boulder,
CO 80306. X
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lT’S 0400. You're wet, tired and
smell so bad that even mosquitoes
keep their distance. Your patrol has
come to a halt in front of the fourth
road in 500 meters and muffled curses
follow the flank security element as it
stumbles over bodies on its way for-
ward. Thirty minutes later you finally
get the word to move out, only to halt
100 meters on the far side of the obsta-
cle because flank security failed to fol-
low the column across. At this rate it
will take another four hours to cover
the Klick to your objective, and unless
your target is deaf and blind, the noise
your unit is making completely rules
out surprise.

This scenario probably sounds famil-
iar to anyone who has ever participated
in a patrol. Variations of it have been
repeated in almost every large (20 men
or more) patrol that I have seen, in
training or in combat. The problems
stem not so much from faulty execution
of tactics as from the tactics themselves.
The plain truth is that many tactics
treated as dogma in the U.S. Army and
in armies of many of its allies just don’t
work worth a damn.

In this article I will list the most fre-
quently recurring tactical faults that I
have seen in armed forces throughout
the world and will suggest some reme-
dies. I know that everyone has their
own methods, but [ also know that my
suggestions work because | have per-
sonally seen each of them succeed in
combat. Note at the outset that this
article deals primarily with patrols of 20
or more men but even smaller patrols
can benefit from some of the sugges-
tions offered.

Leader Position — You must lead
from the front. Placing the patrol lead-

Jungle Overwatch formation
developed by U.S. Army is best bet
for patrolling in hostile territory.

PL =Patrol Leader
TL=Team Leader
APL = Assistant Patrol Leader

COMBAT
EAPONCRAFT

by Lance Motley

Avoiding Bungles in the Jungle

er (PL) a third or half way back is non-
sense born of the ‘‘management is
leadership” disease from which some
armies suffer. Because of thick foliage
and limited visibility, patrols spend
much of their time traveling in column
formation. If the PL is the seventh man
back he can't possibly direct naviga-
tion and make the dozens of immedi-
ate decisions necessary to control the
patrol. One of two things occur if the
PL is not up front: either the point
becomes the de facto commander or
the patrol constantly halts so the PL
can move to the front to make deci-
sions. Either case is unacceptable.

The problem is solved by having the
PL walk in one of the first three column
positions. I recommend that he be the
#3 man in daylight and the #1 man
(that’s right, the point!) at night. In both
cases the first team leader (TL) should
be directly behind the PL as this
arrangement allows him to quickly use
his lead men (the point and slack) for
far side security and reconnaissance
missions and gives him easy access to
his first TL if a maneuver or flank secur-
ity element is needed.

At night the PL should be on point.
In darkness everyone follows the man
to his front. If you are not out front
navigating, then you are following.

Many argue that the PL can keep the
point on azimuth from the slack (#2)
position with whispered commands
and taps on the shoulder. Every time |
have seen this tried it turns into a clus-
ter, with the PL constantly correcting
the point’s direction and the point
paying more attention to his rear than
to his front. If the PL is close enough to
touch the point he might as well lead. If
the PL can’t navigate and maintain
frontal security at the same time then
he isn’t coordinated enough to be in
command. If he doesn’t take the point
because he is afraid of dying then he is
a coward and has no place in combat.

Danger Areas — Don't take all day
crossing danger areas. Yes, security is
important, but there is a great deal of
security inherent in speed. When con-
fronted with a small or linear (i.e. trail,
road) danger area, placement of near
and far side security is a must. If you
come to a road while you are in an
open field, drive on! You are already in
adanger area and it would be foolish to
halt the patrol to set up security in this

Effective circular perimeters are
hard to emplace, particularly at
night. Author recommends triangle
perimeter because of wide fields of
fire and easy emplacement.

First Team
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Like a puzzle
nearing completion, all
the pieces to the 10th
Annual SOF Convention
and Exposition are falling
into place ...

SOF Convention
Registration
Preregistration fee is $135.00
if received by September 10,
1989. After that date registra-
tion feeis $150.00. No cancell-
tion refunds will be given after
August 31, 1989.

10th Annual
SOF
Convention
& Expo
Sept. 20-24, 1989

Sahara Hotel
Las Vegas, Nevada

10th ANNUAL SOF CONVENTION REGISTRATION

YES! [ want to be a part of the SOF 1989 Convention! Sign me up for only $135.00.

[ Payment enclosed — payable to SOF Convention '89
[TMasterCard  [JVISA ‘

Card # Exp.Date

Signature

(please print)

Name:
Address:
City: State: ZipCode:

No cancellation refunds will be given after August 31, 1989.

Circle T-shirt Size: Mail to: SOF 1989 Convention & Expo
S M L P.O. Box 693
XL XXL Boulder, CO 80306
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CAP-STUN
Spray Weapon

Defend yourself against muggers, dopers, rapists or any
attacker without deadly force. Our "Stun Guns” will
instantly “scramble” any assailant's nervous system
causing immediate, but temporary paralysis! By simply
touching your attacker anywhere, he will drop to the
ground a helpless blob of "jelly”. Effective even through
many layers of clothing, our Stun Guns are not lethal and
are safe to the user. They cannot transmit shock back to

A COMPLETELY DIFFERENT KIND OF
DETERRENT SPRAY!

CAP-STUN is the instantly effective non-lethal
weapon. ltis the premium productof its kind
available. Itis aninstantly effective organically
based non-lethal spray. A one-second burst to
the face will dilate the capillaries of the eyes

you. Operate on a 9-voit battery (not included). Several

: causing temporary blindness. {twillinduce
models available.

chocking, coughing and nausea, and mucous
membranes will swell to prevent all but life-
support breathing, giving rapid "knockdown™
and preventing further aggres sive activity.

STANDARD STUN GUN:
Our best selling gun. 60,000
volts of stopping power.
#A007.......... $49.95

CAP-STUN acts as an inflammatory agent, rather than an irritant

like Mace and tear gasses. CAP-STUN will even control subjects
such as persons not able to feel pain, persons under the influence

of drugs or alcohol, psychotics, and dogs......all areas where Mace
and other products are notoriously ineffective. CAP-STUN cani-
sters contain a solution of 1% oleoresin capsicum derived from

hot peppers as the active ingredient. The propellent blend and

valve design provide the proper spray pattern in a cone-shaped

mist with an effective range of 10 feet. The formulain CAP-STUN
will not decompose, degenerate or otherwise be altered by age.

All effects are strictly temporary and will disappear within 30 minutes.
CAP-STUN is now being successfully used as a non-lethal weapon
by over 500 law enforcement agencies. Although designed for and
used primarily by law enforcement, CAP-STUN is an ideal personal
weapon and is now available from GUARDIAN Products to the general
public. CAP-STUN is designed to replace chemical Mace and other
tear gas products and comesin four sizes for all needs. Each CAP-
STUN comes complete with leather holster.

STROBE STUN GUN:
Built-in strobe light adds
blinding flash effect to the
50,000 volts of stun effect.
#A008.......... $59.95

POCKET STUN GUN:
Smallest, lightest stun gun
available. Weighs only few

ounces and less than 4 inches #LPs5........ 1/2 oz.......... $12.95 - .
long. 50,000 volts of power. #LP1 3/4 14 By Mailqu:engogu;lagrflog:nsaeg;gt:e sheet
#SH-uneenn $59.95 &L Yo/ ] P T OFrrrree $14.95 Include check, money order or credit carg
information.
#LP2......... 202 $22 95 By Phone: Call 1-800-527-4434, Have
X8000 STUN GUN: all product and credit card information
80,000 volts of power! #LP6.......... 4 oZ........... $25.95 ready. Arizona residgents call 1-602-
This gun is mean and very x 371-1023.
effective. Has loud "crack”. Big Catalog $1.00 Satistaction Guaranteed!
SH23........$89.95 Free with Order Dealer inquiries invited:

Mail In Orders: Charge Card Orders:
DEFENDER STUN GUN:

. Send check, MO or charge informationto:  TOLL FREE
Popular curvedhead design. Guardian Security Products 1-800-527-4434
Full 50,000 volts of power. : :
4001 East Fanfol e Dept. SF-8 in Arizona

Very durable and rugged.
#ESP-1......... $54.95

Phoenix, Arizona 85028 (602) 371-1023

We Accept VISA, MASTERCARD
or AMERICAN EXPRESS!

We Ship UPS
Please provide street address

NOVA XR5000 STUN GUN:
American made. Used by Police

Departments around the world | Qty. | Number Description . Price l
Comes complete with Ni-Cad | | [
battery, charger & holster. I |
$89.95 | I l
I Charge my: E MasterCard D Visa [, Amex SubTotai T I
| Credit Card Number —— Shipping { As} EQ* I
NOVA SPIRIT STUN GUN: | Cneek tmttosed 1 Money Order Total |
The very best stun device money | - |
9-Volt Ni-Cad BATTERY can buy. Includes long life non- Name o
and CHARGER KIT rechargeable lithium battery. I Address _ - |
#UNT3 $16.95 #NV-2........ $129.95 | i State vip l
1 ity R A —
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EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW

SELECT FIRE 10/22

STREETSWEEPERS: THE COMPLETE BOOK OF
COMBAT SHOTGUNS

FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL
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OPERATOR'S MANUAL
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BLOODY IRON
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SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONS TECHNIOUES .
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REVENGE & HUMOR
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GETS JUSTICE

GET EVEN 2: MORE DIRTY TRICKS FROM THE
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THE REVENGE BOOK

MAD AS HELL: A MASTER TOME OF
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TENANT'S REVENGE: HOW TO TAME YOUR
LANDLORD

YOUR REVENGE [S IN THE MAIL

THE SQUEAKY WHEEL: COMPLAINING FOR
FUN & PROFIT

FORGIVE? FORGET IT! CREATIVE REVENGE AT

UP YOURS! GUIDE TO ADVANCED REVENGE
TECHNIQUES

SELF-DEFENSE

COMMANDO FIGHTING TECHNIQUES

PRINCIPLES OF PERSONAL DEFENSE

BLACK MEDICINE IIIl: LOW BLOWS

FIGHT FOR YOUR LIFE! THE SECRETS OF STREET
FIGHTING $ 8.

EMPTY HAND, LOADED GUN: THE ULTIMATE SYSTEM
FOR CLOSE COMBAT

GUERRILLA WARFARE

HANDBOOK FOR VOLUNTEERS OF THE IRISH
REPUBLICAN ARMY

AMBUSH AND COUNTER AMBUSH .

THE AUSTRALIAN GUERRILLA: SNIPING

SECRET FREEDOM FIGHTER: FIGHTING TYRANNY
WITHOUT TERRORIZING THE INNOCENT

SNIPING

U.S. ARMY SNIPER TRAINING MANUAL
THE GERMAN SNIPER 1914-1945
SNIPING—U.S. MARINE CORPS
COUNTER SNIPER GUIDE

SNIPER! SNIPER! (VIDEOTAPE)

SURVIVAL

SURVIVAL RETREAT: A TOTAL PLAN FOR RETREAT
DEFENSE

SURVIVAL MEDICINE: NATURE'S WAY
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COMBAT SURVIVAL
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Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders:
1-800-642-8300, ext. 24. Call 24 hours a
day, 7 days aweek. Call from any state but
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GAINST the din of outgoing recoilless

and RPG fire, I was only half aware of
the first tank round. It came in on a low, flat
trajectory, impacting short in the field a
good 100 meters off to the right. But there
was no missing the second.

It exploded close to the house with a
deafening crack that left my ears singing.
The air was thick with dust, smoke, leaves
and confused shouting as guerrillas scram-
bled for cover. My first thought was that the
muj with the tanker’s helmet who’d been
firing an 82mm recoilless had to be dead.
But God was with him that day: the low mud
wall he’d been crouched behind took most
of the blast. The rest shredded the tree. One
piece of shrapnel found his shoulder. He
staggered back across the open ground like a
drunkard, dazed, bleeding and oblivious to
the rounds snapping though the branches
above him — but still hefting the 82.

Once he was behind the farmhouse out of
direct line of fire, another fighter took the
recoilless from him. He and two others with
RPGs formed a loose fire team and prepared
to move back out. Ducking across open
ground the first guerrilla was down under
cover of the wall. Then, crouched low, the
others made their dash. Slinging my camera
bag onto my back, I followed. Once behind
cover again, we spread out fast along the
wall. A couple of Kalashnikov-wallahs
joined us, dodging and splashing along an
irrigation ditch that flowed through what a
few days before had been a peaceful sub-
‘urban farm. It was now the front line in the
battle for Jalalabad, Afghanistan’s second
city and the key to Kabul.

Three hundred meters of open field and
the strip of tarmac that was the main high-
way into the city now separated us from
government positions, some already ablaze.
On the further side of the road was the
airport, linchpin of regime defenses on the
eastern flank of the embattled city. From the
farms where the muj had taken forward
positions, hangars, buildings and bunkers
along the perimeter were clearly visible.
And hidden in the treeline somewhere was
at least one angry T-55 battle tank.

On the afternoon of 20 March, Jalala-
bad’s eastern defenses were under the
heaviest pressure they’d faced since the be-

. ginning of the battle. Since 0930 muj multi-
ple barrel rocket launcher (MBRL) batteries
had been pumping salvos of 107mm rocket
fire into both the airport and the nearby
corps headquarters without respite. Further
to rear in the overrun 11th Division base at
Samarkhel, Soviet D-30 122mm artillery
pieces were also pounding the two strong-
points that now stood between the advanc-
ing guerrillas and the city. This was the
heaviest artillery barrage of the battle, the
air constantly alive with the whistle-crump
of falling shells. In several years working in
Afghanistan, I’ve seen a fair spread of ac-
tion. But this was something new. As I
crouched behind that wall watching Jalala-
bad Airport burn and waiting for the next
T-55 round, it was uncomfortably obvious

that this was no hit-&-run guerrilla skir- A
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Mujahideen lines of assault around
Jalalabad during 20 March offensive.

“mish. I was on the sharp edge of a conven-

tional conflict in which the stakes for every-
one were suddenly very high.

The speed at which the battle for Jalala-
bad escalated had surprised even the muj. In
a dramatic move that catapulted Jalalabad
onto the front pages of newspapers across
the globe, the mujahideen had opened their
attack on 6 March. In a brief 48 hours,
forces loyal-to the National Islamic Front of
Afghanistan (NIFA) punched through the
outermost defense line at Surkh Dewal (Red
Wall), a good 20 klicks from the city prop-
er. Then they pushed on to overrun posts on
the heights overlooking the Afghan Army
11th Division base at Samarkhel and the
plain of Jalalabad beyond. With Samarkhel
under fire from above, the triumphant guer-
rillas swept on down the highway toward
the city, encircling the sprawling base in a
pincer movement (see map).

Until May 1988, Samarkhel had been
home to the Soviets’ 66th Motor Rifle Bri-
gade. Much of that unit’s equipment had
been handed over directly to the Afghans at
the beginning of the Soviet pullout. The
base’s fall on the evening of 8 March after
brief but intense fighting, handed to the
guerrillas not only hundreds of prisoners,
but also scores of still serviceable trucks,
armored vehicles, and MBRLs — along
with. two fully operational D-30 batteries.
Speed, audacity and brittle regime morale
made for the guerrillas’ biggest coup in a
10-year-old war.

From Samarkhel to the airport is a short
six klicks down a straight tree-lined road
that cuts across lush paddy fields. Moving
up it a few days later, evidence of desperate
regime counterattacks was still fresh: the
gutted hulk of a BMP, the charred remains
of two soldiers by its rear hatch, T-55s
bogged in hurriedly dug emplacements by
the roadside, a couple of BTR-60s, aban-

doned by crews who still lay where they’d
been cut down as they ran.

By 10 March the mujahideen had reached
the airport perimeter defenses, and began
infiltrating around them, moving into a belt
of villages called Khosgumbad that lies be-
tween the Kabul River and the northern
edge of the airport. The battle had carried
them to the airport and the corps HQ, with
the city just two klicks away. But at that
point the advance stalled, its headlong
momentum exhausted, and the guerrillas
without supplies or plan for further attack.

Now, a week later, across the open fields
in front of us were some of the toughest
units Najibullah could muster. Samarkhel
had been an army installation, and the aver-
age Afghan conscript has never had much
stomach for fighting the muj. The- airport
was a different ball game. In days leading
up to the offensive of 20 March, regime
forces had broken through the roadblock of
the Kabul-Jalalabad highway, two convoys
reaching the city. And even though the air-
port was now closed and under almost con-
stant fire, Mi-6 and Mi-8 transport choppers
could still reach the city itself. A few days
before, sitting up at an artillery OP on
heights above Samarkhel with a panorama
of the battlefield spread out below, I'd
watched them through field glasses, as
many as 10 in line, thumping in low over the
city in tightening circles to disappear amid
the trees of Bagh-e-Shahi Park.

With the choppers and convoys came
reinforcements, including units of the pres-
idential Special Guard along with commit-
ted communist party activists. Many were
rushed directly to the points of greatest vul-
nerability on the two most critical fronts: the
airport and corps HQ to the east, and posts
screening the Behsud Bridge to the north.
Spanning the Kabul River and linking the
city to the hotly contested Behsud District,
the bridge was critical to the defense of
Jalalabad.

Already in and around the city were
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the area for fortifications or camouflaged
guns, but noticed neither.

Every detail was important to Captain
Martin, U.S. Military Attache to Guatemala
and the other countries of Central America
— El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua and
Costa Rica. He was the eyes and ears of the
War Department’s Military Intelligence Di-
vision. Martin’s trip from his Guatemala
City home to San Salvador afforded him the
opportunity to gather the raw intelligence
data that would flesh out the reports he
regularly dispatched to the General Staff in
Washington. Descriptions of terrain and
man-made structures, even cattle ramps,
that could possibly serve or deter invading
or defending warriors would be studied by
the Military Intelligence Division staff.
Martin evaluated everything in terms of
potential wartime utility. By an 1893 Act of
Congress, the Military Attache’s mission,
simply stated, was to ‘‘obtain foreign mili-
tary information from abroad.’’

It was April 1915. Civil war and anarchy
ebbed and flowed through Mexico, from the
Guatemala border to the Rio Grande. The
night before, Capt. Martin had learned from
his chats with the ship’s crew that Pancho

Villa’s forces had withdrawn from a pre-.

vious port-of-call at San Blas, Mexico. It
was rumored on the coast that the Villistas’
very survival depended on rapid resupply.

The United States closely monitored the
Central American republics while nurturing
her commercial assets there, particularly the
recently inaugurated Panama Canal and the
burgeoning United Fruit Company. Amer-
ican secret agents kept an eye on foreign
entrepreneurs who jockeyed to carve out
commercial footholds of their own in Latin
America.

The opening rounds of ‘‘The Great War’’
occupied the Old World powers, and
Europe’s bloodbath oftentimes sloshed in-
trigue or turmoil into unlikely locales far
from the trenches.

Martin traveled in civilian clothes,
though of course his intelligence gathering
mission as Military Attache was known to
the Central American governments. In any
case, local authorities viewed all foreigners
with suspicion. ‘“The arrival or departure of
any official in Guatemala or Salvador is
carefully noted and an attempt made to thor-
oughly identify the traveler, his destination,
etc.,”’ Martin wrote.

Martin rode ashore in a lighter with other
passengers and cargo to be disembarked at
Acajutla, then proceeded to the Comman-
dancia to present his credentials. Tending to
some business in the Wharf Company office
before his train departed for San Salvador,
he noticed a fellow American that he initial-
ly mistook for a Wharf employee.

The American, attired in faded khaki
trousers, olive drab shirt, leather leggings,
army shoes and campaign hat — obviously
‘‘aMarine or Army officer travelling incog-
nito’’ — aroused Martin’s curiosity.
Sources in Guatemala suggested that a
Marine officer was traveling in the vicinity,
but this man’s uniform bore no insignia.
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Captain Martin assumed he was a Marine.
Shortly thereafter, when he saw the stranger
outside making notes of the Acajutla pier
and surroundings, Martin approached him
and, ‘‘beyond hearing of anyone,”’ intro-
duced himself.

The American introduced himself asa U.S.
government geographer stationed in Man-
agua. Fritz Duquesne was his name. Martin
later reported, ‘‘He resembles somewhat Cap-
tain Douglas MacArthur, General Staff.”’
Apparently in his early to mid-30s, Duquesne
stood about six feet tall with black curly hair,
dark blue eyes, fine physique, ‘‘excellent teeth
and continually smiles.’’ He said that he had
horses at La Libertad and mentioned an Amer-
ican acquaintance, an engineer, in Ateos, El
Salvador.

‘‘His manner indicated he was familiar
with the form of greeting between officers
of the services,”” Capt. Martin noted. He
mentioned Duquesne’s military bearing and
uniform. Martin decided that Duquesne’s
“‘geographer’’ identity was a thinly veiled
cover for a military intelligence agent.
‘‘Upon assurances that I was whom I
claimed to be,’’ reported the Military
Attache, ‘‘he did not deny his identity
although not admitting it.”’

Martin decided that
Duquesne’s ‘‘geographer’’
identity was a thinly veiled
cover for a military
intelligence agent.

Upon arrival in San Salvador Martin in-
quired about the mysterious officer at the
American Legation. They had no knowledge
of him. Captain Martin went on with his busi-
ness, met with Salvadoran government offi-
cials and dined with the cooperative Minister
of War on 27 April. Early the next morning he
left San Salvador to accompany Minister Boaz
Long, a senior State Department official, to La
Libertad by train and mule. Minister Long was
to board the City of Para in La Libertad that
afternoon. Bidding farewell to the Minister,
whom should Martin run into again, but Du-
quesne.

There onboard the City of Para they chat-
ted amiably for about half an hour. Du-
quesne held a ‘‘roving commission,”” he
said, and ‘‘knew the Marine Corps officers
at Managua intimately and continued to ex-
press himself in a manner similar to what
might be expected from an Army or Marine
officer.”” Around Duquesne’s neck hung a
pair of regulation Goerz binoculars. The
man’s knowledge of Nicaragua — ‘‘the
anti-American sentiment of the people, the
American Minister, ... suppressed edi-
tions of newspapers containing violent
attacks upon the United States ...”" —
amazed the Military Attache.

The industrious Duquesne had also *‘se-
cured a great deal of information’’ during a
two-month foray to Guatemala many weeks
before. Rather loquaciously, he confided

his findings to Martin, speaking, among
other things, of ‘‘the extraction of private
letters from the files of high officials in
Guatemala.’’ Martin was astounded by his
‘‘remarkable inside knowledge of the poli-
tical conditions in Guatemala, individual
characteristics, etc., etc.”” Duquesne had
even managed to meet several times with
Guatemalan President Manuel Estrada Cab-
rera, thanks to an expatriate Italian named
Monteforte, Chief of the Guatemalan Im-
migration Bureau. Duquesne bragged of
having ‘‘trailed Monteforte all over the
United States, but did not give the reason.”’

Monteforte was another strange case who
had rocketed to importance in Guatemala
since he surfaced there three years before in
1912. Years later an American intelligence
operative accurately described Mario de Mon-
teforte’s rise to power, saying ‘‘He’s a man of
considerable aplomb and savoir-faire, and
promptly made his way into good society in
Guatemala and wormed himself into the good
graces of President Manuel Estrada Cabrera.
There can be no doubt that this Monteforte
acted as the bravo and assassin for the Presi-
dent.”” Administration of a feared secret police
force fell among the numerous responsibilities
of this shady Italian.

Surprisingly, Duquesne seemed *‘thor-
oughly familiar’* with Monteforte’s secret,
scandalous history, even more so than Capt.
Martin. It was known that Monteforte had
served almost six years of a seven-year sen-
tence for a ‘‘big jewel robbery’’ in Mexico
before his release on good behavior in 1906
or 1907. His escapades in Maracaibo —
masquerading as Italian artillery officer
Giuseppe d’Erico, and in Cairo — as one
Carlo Paladini — probably had not yet been
uncovered by the paper-laden intelligence
organizations of the day. The Venezuelan
Monteforte disappeared ‘‘suddenly after
passing many drafts for large amounts.”’ In
Egypt this illegitimate son of a Neopolitan
Camorra boss (vice Italian count, as he
claimed) served nine months for horse
thievery. By 1911, there was said to be an
outstanding warrant for Monteforte for ‘‘the
murder of his paramour in Buenos Aires,”’
or so read the 1920 report of Dr. Forbes, a
U.S. Military Intelligence Division infor-
mant in Guatemala.

Before the City of Para left La Libertad
that day, 28 April 1915, Capt. Martin told
Minister Long of the ‘‘remarkable state-
ments’’ related by Duquesne. Martin may
have pointed out, as he subsequently wrote
to his military superiors, that ‘‘{Duquesne]
said he reported directly to Mr. Garrison,
the Secretary of War, and did not know
what was done with his reports.”” As he left
the ship the steward asked him to post a
letter. It was addressed to a Mr. Ricardo
Gaw in Ateos, from Fritz Duquesne, return
address: ‘‘U.S. Legation, Managua.”’

Both Duquesne and Minister Long rode
the City of Para only the short djstance to La
Union, El Salvador. On the way Duquesne
provided a detailed explanation of the hy-
drography of Fonseca Bay and the topogra-
phy of the surrounding country to Minister
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SOF GUN GRAB '89

SITREP

by Paul Danish

HE wave of anti-gun hysteria that

swept through the media last winter
spawned gun-grab legislation throughout
the country as well as in Washington. The
good news is that more than a few of these
state and local bills have already had a spike
put in them. The bad news is that some are
passing, including sweeping restrictions on
semi-autos in California, the nation’s most
populous state, and a favorable outcome to
the fight at the federal level is by no means
certain.

First the good news: Gun grab attempts
have been totally or partially spiked in Ari-
zona, Colorado, Rhode Island, Tennessee,
and Washington state, and in several cities
including Indianapolis and Des Moines.

In Arizona, where gun control is about as
welcome as the clap, the announcement that
Republican House Majority Leader Jim
Meredith intended to sponsor an assault rifle
ban ignited a firestorm of public outrage that
exploded so quickly that the idea was
dropped even before a bill could be formally
drafted. Dillon Precision, the reloading
equipment manufacturer, played a key role
in rallying the troops; employees volun-
teered to call Arizona customers urging
them to raise hell with their legislators. A
week later the state house was digging out
from under more than 1,000 telegrams and
hundreds of angry letters, and the proposal
was dead.

In Colorado, a bill to ban assault rifles
was executed in the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee by a 4-5 vote, after a furious, month-
long campaign by angry gun owners who
flooded the legislature with more than 2,500
telegrams and turmed out more than [00
citizens to testify against it at public hear-
ings. The pro-gun uprising has resulted in
the formation of the Firearms Coalition of
Colorado, a statewide grassroots coalition.
It is now mobilizing to fight national gun-
grab legislation — and to end the political
careers of anti-gun legislators in next year’s
election.

In Rhode Island, the Senate Judiciary
Committee defeated an assaultrifle banona
6-12 vote. A bill to establish a seven-day
waiting period for all gun purchases — and
requiring prospective buyers to list all their
addresses for the last 10 years — was as of
this writing stalled in the Judiciary Commit-
tee but not yet dead.

In Tennessee, the Senate Judiciary Com-
mittee defeated a bill seeking to outlaw
handguns.

In Washington state, the Senate Judiciary
Committee killed a proposed ban on semi-
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automatics.

In West Virginia, a bill establishing a
permissive concealed carry law and repeal-
ing a number of anti-gun provisions in the
state code was signed by the governor.

In Indianapolis, the city-county council
defeated a proposed semi-auto ban [-8.

In Des Moines, the city council rejected a
semi-auto ban 0-5 with two abstentions.

In Clemsford, Massachusetts, voters shot
down a proposed semi-auto ban 50-350 at
the annual town meeting.

Unfortunately, there is no shortage of bad
news.

In California, the governor signed a bill
banning the sale of 50 different types of
semiautomatic rifles and requiring present
owners to register their weapons. This has
resulted in a surge of assault rifle sales. The
legisiation did not include the Ruger Mini-
14, but it did establish a procedure whereby
the state attormey general can get a court
order from any judge to ban any ‘‘rapid
fire”” weapon in the future. The only silver
lining in the cloud is that the state law
appears to override the even more restrictive
city ordinances in Los Angeles, Stockton,
and Berkeley, which ban possession of
semi-autos.

In Maryland, the legislature has approved
a law extending the state’s seven-day wait-
ing period for handgun purchase to selected
semi-auto rifles.

In Michigan, legislation is pending (S.B.
325) that would extend current handgun re-
strictions to most semi-auto rifles.

In New Jersey, there is the possibility of a
state-wide referendum on anti-gun legisla-
tion.

In Cleveland, the city council passed a
ban on the sale and possession of assault
rifles. It is being challenged under the Ohio
constitution, which contains a clause stat-
ing: *“The people have the right to bear arms
for their defense and security, but standing
armies in time of peace are dangerous to
liberty, and shall not be kept up; and the
military shall be in strict subordination to
the civil power.”’

The most crucial gun control fight of the
year will come in Congress, of course.
There are now no fewer than five bills being
considered there, the worst being H.R. 669
by Representative Howard Berman (D-
Calif.), which would ban possession of
most semi-autos as well as their sale, im-
portation, and manufacture. Fortunately it
doesn’t seem to be going anywhere.

The most serious threat seems to be com-
ing from S. 386 by Senator Howard Met-

zenbaum (D-Ohio), and its companion bill
H.R. 1190 by Rep. Pete Stark (D-Calif.).
Those bills ban manufacture, sale, and im-
port of selected semi-autos and require
some form of registration for existing own-
ers (we can’t be specific because the spon-
sors keep fiddling with the bills).

Bills by Rep. Sam Gibbons (D-Fla.) and
Sen. Dennis DeConcini (D-Ariz.), which
impose various import restriction schemes,
don’t seem to be going anywhere but could
turn into threats since the situation is so
fluid.

Meanwhile, the Bush administration’s
import ban was scheduled to expire in mid-
June. and the BATF was due to report on
which semi-autos had *‘legitimate’” sport-
ing uses in its estimation.

Perhaps the most grotesque anti-gun
move so far this year is not legislative. It is
the brainwashing campaign mounted by
anti-gunners in the New York City School
system intended to indoctrinate children
with anti-gun propaganda.

Schools have started passing out book-
marks embossed with anti-gun slogans,
such as *‘Fact: Murder and other crimes
committed with firearms occur more often
where guns are most plentiful and gun con-
trol laws least strict.”” (That is a demonstra-
ble lie. New York City has some of the most
restrictive gun laws in the nation — and one
of the highest murder rates.)

Even worse is the **See a gun, call 911"
campaign in the schools, which encourages
children to report firearms to police. Since
the most likely place New York children
will see firearms is at home — New Yorkers
own an estimated two million firearms,
most of which are held unlawfully under the

city’s gun laws — the anti-gunners are
trying to get children to inform on their
parents.

No fewer than 12 million American
women own firearms, and the number of
women buying guns is growing much faster
than the number of men. And now there is a
new magazine aimed at them.

Women & Guns does not offer bland
fare. In a recent issue editor Sonny Jones
discussed ‘‘ballistofeminism,’” a term
coined by Los Angeles Daily News editorial
writer Debra Saunders to describe “‘the
healthy reaction to the plodding earnestness
of earth mother/feminists who want to turn
the world into a child-proof day care center
with no toy guns.”’

Editor Jones also had this tart riposte to
the gun controllers’ specious claim that
there are ‘‘enough’ guns in the country:
““There aren’t enough assault rifles in this
country until I own one,’’ says she.

Although it is aimed at a female audi-
ence, Women & Guns magazine should
appeal to anyone who finds no virtue in
being a victim. It is also an excellent way to
introduce that significant other in your life
to the other side of the gun issue. Publica-
tion is monthly, and the introductory sub-
scription rate is $18 a year. To subscribe,
write Women & Guns, Dept. SOF, 201
Paradise Point, Hot Springs, AR 71913. %
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