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ARMY&NAVY GOODS z
+ We're America's Army and Navy Store!!
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¥ Kaufman’s Catalog -
A $3.00 Value.
(An award winner, g
our catalog has .
been acclaimed
presidents and
. heads of state)
. Call for your copy.

[ ] e ., 4
B Medic’s Kit Bag -
e styled like the ones

used in Vietnam. Nylon
with 3 zippered com-
partments that fold
open. New.

Item #8-290. . . $27.75.

SATISFACTION
GUARANTEED

B Camouflage T-Shirt -
Top quality, 50% cotton, 50%
polyester. Choose:
O Woodland Camo
Item #7-510. . . $6.95.

O Desert Camo
item #T-511..... $8.95. Y
O Tiger Stripe Camo
Hem #7-512.........$8.95. "L"
a Urban Camo
,’ ltem #T7-565......... .
O Big Folks Woodland Camo
S8 ttem #A-625
% XL........c....... $9.95
o XXL.............. $12.95

B Jogging Shorts -
50% cotton, 50% polyester.
Sizes XS-XL (tell us your
warst size when ordering}.
Choose:

Woodland Camo.

Urban Camo.

Olive Drab (OD) Green.’
Item #C-240. . . $6.75.
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(with our soldier logo)

when you order over _ |

$35.00 of our stuff.
ST
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HE’S GIVING STUFF AWAY'!
But just for a limited time (until he regains
his sanity or August 25th, 1989, whichever
comes first). So order quickly!
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_/ Our Front Door!

(when you order $50,000 of _ Sk

our stuff)

Waterproof

- ° .

indestructable piastic;
waterproof, non-glare,
clips onto belt.

Uses 2 standard D cell bat-
teries {not included) and comes
complete with spare bulb and
extra lenses.
ftem #R-165.........

$6.95

All In-Stock
items Shipped Within
24 Hours.

one 24"). Choose:

Black Commando Set . . . ltem #X-675
Bl Printing For Dog Tags -

Item #X-685 . .. only $1.50 per tag ($3.00/set).

glare rubber bumpers for tag.
Item #X-650

Bl T-Shirts - with a boid, yel subtie message.
Made in USA. 50% cotton. 50% polyester. Dynamic full
$9.75/each.

color silkscreent Choose: S, M, L. XL

M Brass Screened
Eyelets g
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W Jungle Hats -

PPN 1 LD 3

cotton ripstop Sizes: S(7); M(7%): L(7V2). XL(7%).

Cartridge Holder Hat Band
(except Dessert Camo)

These “boonie hats” are the real thing" Each in 100%

VASTE €]

o9 “gre

Regulation GI dog tags set
of 2 tags and 2 chains {one 4",

Stainless Steel Set. .. ltem #X-670 ... $4.00.
$6.00.

print anything that fits! (6 lines. 15 spaces per line).
Sorryl No Dog Tag Printing Orders By Telephone.

B Dog Tag Silencers - black non-

$1.95/pair.

Matches

. {one box free when you order
Lat Iea_sl $15.00 of merchandise).

Looks like an ordinary
summer cap. Squeeze the
brim, it plays a tung!
$11.95/each; 2 for 22.00.
Choose:

O US. Army (Tune: As
the Caissons Go Rolling
Along), ltem #415

O U.S. Marines (Tune:
From the Halls of Mon-
tezuma), Item #H-410
O U.S. Air Force (Tune: Off We Go Into the
Wild Blue Yonder). ltem #H-420

O U.S. Navy (Tune: Anchor's Aweigh), ltem #H-405

we'll

Specify: Gold or Black Frame
Choose:
O Standard size (52 MM lens)

O Large Size (58 MM lens)

N M
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ORDER T

Item #R-330.............cooiiiiniiien,
ftem #R-335......... ... ...t

Worn by US. pilots of Navy, Marines, Army. Air Force
and NASA! Precision ground glass lenses are gray/
green in color, block 80% of visible light and provides
UV protection. Straight. paddle temples.

. e PR SHIPPING ———— oL
O Woodland Camo................. em - 1 '800'545'0933
O Olive Drab (D) Green ... ltem #H-225 Please include appropriale shipping costs from chart below with MONDAY-SATURDAY
O Tiger Stripe Camo......... ... ltem #H-230 each ordesr Amounts shown include costs of poslage. packaging.

IS O SolidBlack .............. .. ltem #H-235 insurance and handling < ded
OKhaki........cocovveiieneeinn. Item #H-240 Orders up to $10 00 $375 . 3 \‘S
Choose Anyone ......................... $12.95, Orders from $10 01 to 20 00 4.50 ‘
4 Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 525 : “rl?q'l‘

u Jlm%le Hat - 4 copy of the real thing Orders from $35.01 10 50.00 590 a9 Bine
made in the USA. A great value at $7.95/each! Orders from $50 01 to 70 00 690 ARMY&NAVY GOODS
ftem #H-245. Select: Orders from $70.01 to 90.00 790 :

O Tiger Stripe Camo
O Black

-: O Woodland Camo
8 O Ofive Drab {OD) Green
",
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Orders over $90.00 .. . S .
Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated.
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(505) 293-2300 oJ
Dept. A-305 1660 Eubank NE Albuquerque NM 87112 -

































DOES YOUR
UN COLLECTION
STOP AT THE
20TH CENTURY?

EUEE W e w iy

GLOCK 17,
9mm semi-automatic pistol.
Catalog No. 17001

The GLOCK is the vanguard of a whole new era in
handgun manufacturing and design. An era which is
destined to reach well into the 21st century, but is avail-
able to you now.

Space Age Polymers

What makes the GLOCK unique among the field of
9mm semi-automatic pistols is the use of lightweight,
high strength polymers in its frame and magazine. This
space age polymer technology not only makes
the GLOCK an extremely comfortable and dur-
able pistol, but also a very affordable one.
NATO Adopted

Developed for the Austrian military, and
adopted by NATO, the GLOCK has proven
itself on both sides of the Atlantic to be atough

OCK

GLOCK, INC.
P.O. Box 369 ¢ Smyma, Georgia 30081
(404) 432-1202
NATO Stock No.: 1005-25-133-6775
Telex: 543353 Glock Atl UD
Fax: (404) 433-8719

GLOCK 19 Compact
9mm semi-automatic pistol.
Catalog No. 19001

If you don’t own one of these,
it probably does.

and reliable semi-automatic. Tested in mud, rain, sand,
ice and heat, it performed flawlessly—continuously firing
10,000 rounds or more without a problem.

More of What You Want

From its simple takedown to its remarkable accuracy, all
GLOCK models offer you more in the way of easy han-
dling than any other pistols in history. And more in the way
of capacity, too. Because fully loaded, the GLOCK 17
will hold up to twenty rounds. And the GLOCK
19 Compact has the capacity for eighteen.
Get Ready Now

Be the first on your block to own a GLOCK, and
get a jump on next century's technology. Fora
full color brochure, see your nearest GLOCK
dedler, or write or call GLOCK, Inc. today.
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—mrmcis FIREWORKS

A SQUARE HEAD FOR A SQUARE DEAL

Tall Paul, Inc.
P.O. Box 248
Eagleville, Mo. 64442

FREE BONUS WITH ORDER!

FREE PUNKS WITH EACH DRDER ’

$40 Orders: 1 Free gross (144 rockets) of Alr Travel Bottle Rockets

$100 Orders: 1 Free gross (144 rockets] of Air Travel Bottle Rockets and 480
Firecrackers

$200 Orders: 12 Frae gross (1.728 rockets) of Alr Travel Bottle Rockets

$500 Orders: 1 Free case (3,600 rockets) of Black Cat Bottle Rockets

$750 Orders: | Fres case (3,800 rockets) of Black Cat Bottle Rockets and

for the $7.50. VIP Air Service is $17.50. Air freight to Hawaii-and

Anchorage is $27.50. No shipments made to OR, Canada, CA,

Expiration Date

PAYMENT WILL BE ACGEPTED BY
CREDIT CARD OR MONEY ORDER ONLY!

NO PERSONAL CHECKS PLEASE.
MasterCard, VISA or Discover Only!
Fillin and sign. O MasterCard O VISA O Discover

DELIVERS FIREWORKS TO YOU

Order Early - Call Toll Free
1-800-525-4461 or (816) 867-3354
VISA - MasterCard - Discover

Orders shipped Parcel Service Truck for $7.50 shipping and
handling Orders can be shipped to relatives in adjoining states

Phoenix Metro, MA, MN, GA, RI, ME, CT or Madison, WI. Call for

delivery information. We need your street address or location. We
cannot ship to post office boxes. We reserve the right to

Credit Card Number

substitute for out-of-stock items. Absolutely no C.0.D. orders

1 Frea case of 16,000 Black Cat Firacrackers accepted. If you have any questions, cail 816-867-3354. Signature
AMT. | UNIT |NO. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM BRICK | CASE TOTAL AMT. | UNIT | NO. DESCRIPTION OF ITEM 00Z |GROSS| TOTAL
1 | 40/12 Firecrackers - Br. 480 pcs., Case 15360 pcs. | 6.00 [127.00 Missiles and Helicopters
2 | 80/16 Firecrackers - Br. 1,280 pcs.. Case 15.360 pes. | 13.25 |127.00 36 | Junior Jets w/Reports 8.60 | 86.00
3 1 40/50 Firecrackers - Br. 2,000 pcs., Case 16,000 pes. | 19.50 |132.00 37 | Two-Stage Helicopter Spin Up - $2.00 ea. 16.80 |168.00
4 110/200 Black Cat - Br. 2,000 pcs., Case 16,000 pcs. 21.75 [156.00 38 | Two-Stage Space Jets (12 to pkg.) 4.00 | 40.00
5 | 40/12 Black Cat - Br. 480 pcs.. Case 15,360 pcs. 6.75 |150.00 39 | Reconnaissance Planes (1 pkg. of 6 - $3.95) 725| 72.50
6 { Lady Crackers - Br. 1,600 pcs.. Case 51,200 pcs. 11.00 }208.00 40 | Plane Flying at Night (12 to pkg.) 725 72.50
7 | Jumping Jacks - Br. 576 pcs., Case 11,520 pcs. 12.25 1220.00 41 | Flying Disc or Satellite 250 | 25.00
Underwater Firecrackers BOX | CASE 42 | Large Missile - $1.75 each 17.50 [175.00
8 | M-60 - works in water, Box 72 pcs., Case 1,440 pcs" 15.00 1241.00 43 | Giant Missile - $2.15 each 21.50 {215.00
Sky Rockets 00Z (6ROSS Smoke and Novelties 00Z |GROSS
9 | Pop Bottte Rockets, report - 144-85.00, 3,600-596.00 5.00 44 { Two Colored Smoke 2.00 | 20.00
10 | Black Cat Bottle Rockets - 144-$6.00, 3,600-$112.00 6.00 45 | Cherry Smoke Balls (assorted colors) 2.00 | 20.00
11 | Whistling Moon Travelers - 144-89.95, 2,880-$157.00 9.95 46 | Small Tanks 6.80 | 68.00
12 | Fierce-Tiger Soaring Rocket 6.80 | 68.00 47 | Pull Fireworks - Burglar Alarm 275 27.50
13 | Clustering Bee Rocket 6.80 | 68.00 48 | Cigarette Loads 425 | 4250
14 | wild Geese Rocket 6.80 | 68.00 49 | Auto Foolers (whistle, smoke and bang) 710 71.00
15 | Butterfly Rocket 6.80 | 68.00 PKB. (0ZPKG
16 | Parachute Rocket with Flare 6.80 | 68.00 50 | Red Rat Chasers (144 to pkg.) 8.30 | 83.00
17 | 4 0z. Skyrocket w/Stars or Report 9.00 | 90.00 51 | Party Snappers (50 to pkg.) 90| 9.00
18 | 6 0z. Skyrocket w/Stars or Report 10.50 1105.00 52 | Aircraft Carriers (2 to pkg.) 2.80 | 28.00
19 | 8 0z Skyrocket w/Stars or Report 1M75{117.50 53 | Champagne Party Popgpers (pkg. of 12) 210| 21.00
Night Display Shells EACH | DOZ. 54 | Whistling Jacks (24 pcs. to pkg.) 125 | 12.50
20 | Saturn Missile Battery - 12 shot 1.80 | 18.00 55 | Rocket Guns (pkg. of 12) 7.00 | 70.00
21 | Saturn Missile Battery - 25 shot 3.50 | 35.00 56 | Ground Bloom Flower (pkg. of 6) 90 | 10.80
22 | #100 Florat Shell 950 | 95.00 Sparklers and Fountains BOX |0Z.BX.
23 | #200 Giant Floral Display 11.80 1118.00 57 | Sparklers - 10" (96 pcs. $4.50) 450
24 | 100-shot Magical Barrage 6.50 | 65.00 58 | Sparklers - 14", Morning Glories (144 pcs. $12.95) 12.95 [129.50
25 | Frightened Bird 400 | 40.00 59 | Sparklers - 20" (12 to box) 8.75] 87.50
26 | Soiree 5.00 | 50.00 60 | Black Snakes - 72 snakes $2.35, 288 snakes $7.00 235
27 | News Transmitter 4.00 | 40.00 EACH | DOZ.
28 | Kaleidoscope 450 | 45.00 61 | No. 3 Assorted Colors Cone - 7" Fountain 1.15| 1150
29 | Garden-in-Spring 6.50 | 65.00 62 | Jumbo Carnival Cone 210 21.00
30 | 96 shot Colored Pearl 9.25| 92.50 Roman Candles 00Z. {6ROSS
31 | 48 shot Colored Pearl 4.00 | 40.00 63 : Roman Candle - S shot 6.70 | 67.00
32 | Box of 12 Festival Balls 14.50 |145.00 64 | Roman Candle - 8 shot 840 | 84.00
33 | Night Parachute 85| 850 65 | Roman Candle - 10 shot 11.00 (110.00
34 | Day Parachute 85| 850 Assortments EACH | 00Z.
35 | Marching Cicada (61 4-inch firing tubes) 18.99 {189.90 66 | Mad Hornet Assortment Box - $34.00 value 24.00 [240.00
67 | Black Hornet Assortment Box - $45.00 value 30.20 [302.00
Name. 68 | Scott’s Giant Family Bag - $75.00 value 53.80 [538.00
(please print) Add Freight Costs of $7.50 750
Address Total Amount Enclosed
{Include Rural Route and Box Number. We cannot ship directly to a post office box. Include zip cede.) Send Certitied Check or Money Order
This merchandise sold on the representation of the buyer that the same will be used strictly in
City State Zip accardance with the laws of the state of destination and is sold upon condition that the seller shall not be
liable in any civil action or any accident or injury occasioned' during the transportation; handling,
Phone ( ) Sorrer |- hraby tate and promise, 5.5 contian of his el At ve campriod o the leayamon

Signature of Purchaser

State of D on of this and have, or will, obtain any necessary permits required by Law
and will use or sell these Fireworks listed above in strict compli with i laws, whether
City, State or Federal. | also understand as a condition of this sale that | am over eighteen years of age.

AT TALL PAUL'S WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS - CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-525-4461
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SOF Convention
Registration
Preregistration fee is $135.00
if received by September 10,
1989. After that date registra-
tion fee is $150.00. Early Bird
registration deadline date is
July 4, 1989. All Early Birds
receive a special 10th Anni-
versary Commemorative
Badge — which will be given
out at the Convention. No can-
cellation refunds will be given
after August 31, 1989.

Like a puzzle
nearing completion, all
the pieces to the 10th
Annual SOF Convention
and Exposition are falling
into place ...

10th Annual
SOF
Convention
& Expo
Sept. 20-24, 1989

Sahara Hotel
Las Vegas, Nevada

10th ANNUAL SOF CONVENTION REGISTRATION

YES! | want to be a part of the SOF 1989 Convention and receive my special
Early Bird 10th Anniversary Commemorative Badge (to be given out at the
convention).

| understand my Early Bird registration must be received by July 4, 1989 to
qualify for my Badge.

[JPayment enclosed — payable to SOF Convention '89

[JMasterCard  [JVISA

Card # ' Exp. Date
Signature

(please print)

Name:
Address:
City: State: Zip Code:

No cancellation refunds will be given after August 31, 1989.

Circle T-shirt Size: Mail to: SOF 1989 Convention & Expo
S M L P.O. Box 693
XL XX Boulder, CO 80306
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A letter torn up and discarded beside the highway gave an
insight into Russian morale. Addressed to Andrei Sershenko
from his aunt, it described the emotional feelings of the people
back home in the Soviet Union. Dated 15 May [1988], the day
the pull-out began, his aunt writes of the family’s concern for
him and his comrades: =

‘‘ Andrewshka, how are things there after your arrival? You
only have five months to serve. I cannot believe they will keep
you there until the end, for all nine months. In nine months all
our soldiers will have to be withdrawn from Afghanistan. You
are all in our thoughts, and we live exclusively for news from
Afghanistan ... The heat is hard enough to survive without the
war, but they [the mujahideen] don’t keep quiet — the dogs!

*‘Andrewshka watch out for yourself, preserve yourself, we are
waiting for you impatiently . .. I write to you often so you don’t
miss home ... So I kiss you my berry, Your aunt Nadia.’

Something had gone wrong. The Soviet retreat had begun
early and commander Hamid was stranded 40 kilometers south
of his destination — Kabul city. Hamid was a mujahideen
guerrilla commander within the Afghan capital, and for three
frustrating weeks he had watched Soviet convoys roar past,
preventing him from joining his men. Now he was on three
packs of cigarettes a day, pushing four, and the air in the farm
house was acrid with smoke and anxiety. A few hundred meters
away Soviet paratroopers could be seen on the highway.

Communications with the city’s underground were proving
impossible, and as time slipped by Hamid’s secret mission
risked being compromised. The waiting was proving to be too
much. ‘“We could hijack a petrol tanker, empty out all the fuel
and then drive into Kabul hiding in the back.”’

““What?!! Are you serious.’’ I had accompanied a few
harebrained mujahideen missions in the past, though this
proposal promised to surpass them all. It was clear that he was
being very serious. ‘‘Don’t you realise that the fumes would kill
us if we sit inside the fuel tank? And, anyway you can’t stop

.smoking!”’

*‘I won’t smoke,”” Hamid assured me, drawing on another
Kent. ‘“Also, we could leave the petrol caps open.’’ It could
have been Hamid’s cigarette habit that on reflection saved us
from suffocation, or even worse, immolation. Perhaps it was
the prospect of attempting to capture a tanker from under the
noses of elite paratroopers. But, mercifully, it was decided to
wait a little longer for word from the city.

Hamid’s mission was to distribute a message from Abdul
Hagq, Kabul’s main mujahideen commander, to the Afghan
military and the citizens of Kabul calling on.their support in the
wake of the Soviet withdrawal. Without such support, Haq

" realized that the mujahideen are incapable of overthrowing the
communist regime. Haq offered me the unique opportunity of
traveling with his men, demonstrating the rhujahideen’s
following within the regime’s forces, and their ability to move
about at will within the capital.

Word came eventually. The message was written on a piece
of cloth sewn into the clothes of a 14-year-old schoolboy who
had managed to hitch a ride out to us. A specially adapted
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vehicle with a secret compartment would be coming to pick us
up soon.

It was 0400 when we departed, passing beneath a copy of the
Koran held by a mullah. The mujahideen kissed it; I rather
self-consciously crossed myself. We were going to Kabul, the
heart of Soviet-occupied Afghanistan, which would be crawling
with communist troops, both Russian and Afghan.

Hamid had dressed in the latest fashion in shalwarkamize
pyjamas, Afghanistan’s national costume, and crowned with a
black silk turban. Spraying himself with a liberal amount of Joy
perfume, a custom common to urban Kabuli males, he put his
Christian Dior dark glasses on and prepared to run the gauntlet
dressed like a rich trader.

Hidden in the secret compartment, I could see out as the
driver eased the truck along the potholed track and onto the
highway. Dawn was giving way to the pale blue light of
morning as the first armored vehicles of the Soviet paratroopers
took up positions along the road. It was chilly and the troops
were wrapped up in their quilted khaki jackets. Some were
eating breakfast and drinking tea as we drove past. Our Kabul
number plates seemed to justify our presence to these somnolent
soldiers. Within the hour, however, they would be firing into
the farming area on either side — a sort of reconnaissance by
fire to discourage ambushes.

We drove on, past a knocked-out school whose walls
displayed the graffiti of a Soviet unit. Piles of shell cases lay in
what had been classrooms. The torn and twisted skeletal
remains of tanks, trucks and armored personnel carriers littered
the roadside. Beyond lay the ruins of destroyed villages. Their
few remaining walls stood like tombstones in a desolate
graveyard. Our driver drove carefully by, negotiating the craters
left by mujahideen mines from past attacks.

Stopping at the first checkpoint, he called out to what
appeared to be a deserted blockhouse. A figure pulling on a pair
of blue jeans stumbled out, and recognizing our driver, he
waved us on. Nearby, a faded billboard showed an aged
Chernenko clasping Babrak Karmal to his chest in apparent
amity. Both presidents have since departed; their actions a
lasting legacy to the people of Afghanistan. Smoke from
campfires rose on the hillside beyond, where troops were
mustering in front of their tanks for an early morning parade.
Artillery barrels bristled from the crest of every hill, all pointing
away from the city toward the hinterland, toward what is
‘‘bandit country’’ to the Soviets. Then' another cursory
checkpoint, through which our driver was passed with a wave,
before we rounded a bend in the road — and were abruptly
flagged down by three Soviet paratroopers. This was
unforeseen, and the driver didn’t seem to have the banter to
deal with them. I crouched down in my hiding place and tried
not to breathe.

‘I know you won’t talk if you are caught. Anyway if you
are, you can scream a lot; then you’ll be too busy to talk.”
These departing words of advice had been given to me by
Abdul Haq before I left for Afghanistan with his men. His faith
in my stoicism, I now felt, had been a little premature.

A junior sergeant put his head through the driver’s window.
Like his two comrades, he had his AK-74 assault rifle slung
over his shoulder. Their collars sported the green airborne
symbol of a parachutist flanked by two aircraft. He had a red
enamel Komsomol badge over his heart — Lenin’s portrait
mounted on a red flag. It is only awarded for meritorious party
service. ‘‘Do you want to buy a box of biscuits?’’ he asked.
““Or a grease gun?”’

All three were barely out of their teens, led by a street-wise
comrade who probably hustled Levis from tourists in Red

. Square. They had now turned soldiering in a communist army

into a profitable profession. Our driver was not impressed,
telling the sergeant his prices were outrageous, as he could buy
such things in the ‘‘black bazaar’’ for half as much. I had heard
reports that departing soldiers had been selling their boots,
clothing and equipment, even an instance of one selling a
Kalashnikov rifle, but I hadn’t really believed them. Now here

MAY 89








































































lent areas to present a number of shooting
scenarios.

Mike Horne and his staff set up a fine
array of matches for the 88 competition,
and one of the most interesting was the first
stage of the rifle event. This stage was
called ‘‘Elephant Valley’’ and called for
200- and 400-yard rifle shooting. The fir-
ing positions were prone at a dusty, rock-
covered point, then next to a wall of lava
rock, then finally from a sand-bagged pit.
Each of the three positions was designed
to be awkward and uncomfortable. The
contestant was given a maximum time of
180 seconds to fire eight rounds from each
position, for a total of 24 shots.
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very promising, and I am sure in 1989 we’ll
see more interest in this approach. The
opportunity to bring your buddies to Las
Vegas, shoot together in a big three-gun
match, and have an all-’round great time is
hard to beat. Some adjustment will be made
to the ‘‘open’ class to ensure that team
members are in fact from the same geo-
graphic area.

Shooting the SOF Three-Gun Match was
one of the most enjoyable competition
events I have ever been in. I plan to go back
again in '89 ... as a shooter. ¥
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I volunteered for the famous Life magazine
photograph. Though some disapproved of
this decision, my first concern was my fami-
ly and letting them know I was alive.

Bombing raids were increasing in intensi-
ty, and the guards and interrogators were
showing more hostility and cruelty at each
meeting with us. I took this as a good sign;
maybe they’d give up their aggression
against the South.

In March 1967, I was again returned to a
cell with two others after three and a half
months of solitary. I kept talking about the
Big Six and told them maybe it meant six
years. My cellmates hooted and heckled.
They weren’t too happy with my prediction,
nor my sense of humor.

The years passed, but confinement with-
out release in view was a slow death. The
story of Perkins and his Big Six was making
the rounds of the camps for humor. I learned
to take the ribbing. Somehow we made it
through, year by year, overcoming the de-
pravation, degradation and humiliation
forced on us by a cruel and inhumane
enemy. We could manage thinking only in
six-month blocks of time; perhaps release
either at Christmas or the Fourth of July.
Maybe there’d be an exchange of prisoners
now that Ho Chi Minh had died. Maybe
we’d just say we achieved our objective and
go home.

May 1972 saw a resumption of U.S.
bombing of North Vietnam. The climax be-
fore the end, I thought. The rapid increase in

activity over the North surely meant the war
would end soon. The Big Six was right on
target. Six years.

I was moved along with 200 others to a
camp near the Chinese border — near a
town called Cao Bang. Six years came and
went. We all had bets on the day the war
would end. I decided that no matter what its
import, the Big Six had been something to
think about and had kept me entertained for
six years. Now I forgot about it. I was
thinking that I might spend 10 years or more
in prison. The rest of my life?

January 1973. We were trucked back to
Hanoi, certain we were going home soon.
The enemy confirmed our hopes, reading to
us the news about the signing of the cease-
fire and provisions for our release. We were
really going home.

Someone shouted in my window as |
packed my few provisions. ‘‘Hey, Perkins.
Guess what! From the day you were shot
down until the signing of the cease fire, it’s
six years, six months and six days.’’ The
Big Six hadn’t failed me.

In 1986, 13 years after my release, I went
to purchase a license plate for my van. On
the spur of the moment I asked the clerk,
“‘Do you have a plate with any sixes on it?"’
She regarded me like an escapee from the
netherworld, but I got the plate.

Only after I returned to the states did I
find out that ‘‘666’° was the sign of the
antichrist. My Christian Science upbringing
had protected me from that bit of lore. It was

exactly then I remembered the call sign for
our aircraft the day it was shot down —
Devil 01! &

CONGO HORROR

Continued from page 71

they had dropped their packs and weapons.
Bumbry soon returned, and we set about
helping the villagers as best we could.

There had been two nuns at Okonda: the
young one we saved, and an older one we
didn’t. When 1 first entered the church I was
standing slightly behind the altar, and off to
the left side. From that position | couldn’t
see the front of the altar, a rather large affair
made of rough-hewn wood with a cross
towering above it. Perhaps it was a good
thing 1 could not, for the rebels had used the
altar to butcher the old nun.

They had stripped her naked, but had not
assaulted her sexually, probably because
she was elderly, and obese. Instead, they sat
her upright with her back to the altar, and
nailed her hands to it in apparent mimickry
of the crucifixion. Then they cut off her
breasts with a bayonet and, in a final act of
savagery, drove the bayonet through her
mouth into the altar behind, impaling her in
an upright sitting position. Evidence of a
struggle showed that she had not died in-
stantly from the bayonet wound, but had
probably succumbed to the loss of blood

b
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peacekeeping.

The nun was evacuated to Stanleyville to
get proper treatment. She required a number
of sutures in her vagina, and would need
burn treatments as well. I didn’t admire her
decision to remain in enemy territory when
she was given ample opportunity to leave,
but I did admire her spunk. When we met
she looked me straight in the eye and said,
*“Thank God you came.”’ She had been
badly beaten, but not defeated.

As for me, I had turned 19 only two days
previous, and still suffered from the naive

“upbringing of a good Christian family. I lost

a lot of that upbringing at Okonda. There
was no honor here, no virtue. The standards
of behavior taught in the homes, churches,
and schools of America had no place in
battle. They were mythical concepts good
only for the raising of children, to be cast
aside forever from this moment on. No, I
didn’t feel guilt, shame, or remorse at kill-
ing my fellow man — I felt pride! R

CORSICAN CAPER

Continued fiom page 57

general opinion was that it had been a suc-
cess, which was hardly a surprise. Despite
some practices which to my *‘fresh-from-
training’’ mind were: unusual, it had been
efficient from beginning to end. Of course, I

was to discover soon enough that safe train-
ing standards are necessary, but in the field,
risks, daring action, improvisation, initia-
tive, practical common sense and real ad-
renaline are the prime movers.

We arrived back in time for the weekend.
This was fine for most of my brother offi-
cers as they either lived ashore with their
families or in well-appointed quarters. For
me there was a new complication. During
our brief absence from Toulon the venerable
Deux Mondes had been towed across the
harbor to a floating dry dock close to the
town. The ‘‘French’’ sanitation, ventilation
and cooking facilities were suddenly even
more ‘‘French’’ (if that was possible) and I
felt that my decision to live ashore in the
officers’ club was a justified expense to the
British Crown. In fact I was to be seldom
there, for another intensive period of train-
ing began that Monday.

In those days all French Commandos
Marine were parachute qualified, with
much of their training taking place at a naval
air station close to St. Tropez. It seemed like
an opportunity not to miss, not that my
French hosts were going to let me!

I stayed in the naval air station wardroom;
the weather was glorious and the Riviera
beckoned although, in practice, we did not
get ‘‘ashore.”” The mess was very lively.

All commandos had to complete 10
jumps before being allowed to free-fall, and
although this was not a required military

skill most did qualify. That Monday we
mustered at the airfield, were issued with
parachutes and our drills checked. It was
then that I had to admit that I was not para
trained. The French had assumed that, like
themselves, all British commandos had
attended a basic parachute school. I was
keen to jump; indeed I was on line for a
course in England, but at that precise mo-
ment had not done so. There was much
discussion. I appealed to their apparently
relaxed interpretation of regulations, but
there was to be no bending of this particular
rule and on this matter they were deter-
mined. However, I was allowed to watch
the training from the aircraft and was in-
structed (with a wink) to remain fully kitted,
“‘In case you fall out!”

The Nord Atlas 17 circled the field as I
watched the novices jump — all faultlessly
— before we climbed to a better altitude for
the free-fallers. As soon as the aircraft was
empty we landed, and those who had
jumped packed their own ’chutes before
jumping again. Everyone completed three
jumps. There was, on that day, no tactical
setting but just straight-forward parachute
training. That night was different with a
jump into a DZ deep in Les Alpes Maritimes
— the mountains to the north. My abiding
memory was the low-level flight between the
mountain peaks guided only by the faint
light from the moon’s first quarter. Again, it
was an impressive, if hair-raising perform-
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