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FREE DANNER 
BOOT CATALOG 

Select your new boots from this detailed full-color catalog showing 
the complete selection of styles and sizes. Includes Danner black boots 
with the Gore-Tex® fabric sock lining, guaranteed waterproof 
Choose from all-leather or lightweight leather and Cordura® nylon 
combinations, with Vibram® lug or crepe soles. Danner makes tough 
boots and shoes for people who work on their feet. And inside every 
pair are 40 years of experience. CALL 1-800-345-0430 from 9 to 4 
Pacific Time, or send this card today for your FREE Danner catalog. 

Name ___________________ Phone# _____ _ 

Address __________________________ _ 

City _______________ Stat"------- Zip. ____ _ 

D Check here if you'd like a FREE catalog featuring Danner Hunting, Hiking, and Fishing boots. SF 



DOES YOUR 
GUN COLLECTION 

STOP AT THE 
20TH CENTURY? 

GLOCK 17, 
9mm semi-automatic pistol. 
Catalog No. 17001 

__ r,\... 
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GLOCK 19 Compact 
9mm semi-automatic pistol. 
Ca talog No. 19001 

II you don't own one ol these, 
if probably does. 

The GLOCK is the vanguard of a whole new era in 
handgun manufacturing and design. An era which is 
destined to reach wel l into the 21st century, but is avail­
able to you now. 
Space Age Polymers 
What makes the GLOCK unique among the field of 
9mm semi-automatic pistols is the use of lightweight, 
high strength polymers in its frame and magazine. This 
space age polymer technology not only makes 
the GLOCK an extremely comfortable and dur­
able pistol, but also a very affordable one. 
NATO Adopted 
Developed for the Austrian military, and 
adopted by NATO, the GLOCK has proven 
itself on both sides of the Atlantic to be a tough 

and reliable semi-automatic.Tested in mud, rain, sand, 
ice and heat, it performed flawlessly- continuously f iring 
10,000 rounds or more without a problem. 
More of What You Want 
From its simple takedown to its remarkable accuracy, al I 
GLOCK models offer you more in the way of easy han­
dling than any other pistols in history. And more in the way 
of capacity, too. Because fully loaded, the GLOCK 17 

will hold up to twenty rounds. And the GLOCK 
19 Compact has the capacity for eighteen. 
Get Ready Now 
Be the first on your block to own a G LOCK, and 
get a jump on next century's technology. For a 
full color brochure, see your nearest G LOCK 
dealer, or write or call GLOCK, Inc. today. 

GLOC~ INC. 
P.O. Box 369 •Smyrna, Georgia 30081 

(404) 432-1202 
NA TO Stock No.: 1005-25-133-6775 

Telex: 543353 Glock Atl UD 
Fax: (404) 433-8719 
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Lessons of Afghanistan 

ASSUMING there is not a last-minute betrayal, as this issue of 
Soldier of Fortune reaches the newsstands the Soviet Union 

will be ending its bloody adventure in Afghanistan. The Afghan 
mujahideen have won one of the greatest victories of the 20th 
century. Are there any lessons Americans can learn from the Afghan 
expeiience? 

There are plenty, but two stand out. 
The first is that new weapons such as the FIM-92A Stinger 

antiaircraft missile and the Milan antitank missile are fast 
redressing the balance on the battlefield in favor of the grunt. The 
former denied the Soviets free movement by air; the latter - which 
I saw and photographed during a recent visit to a mujahideen base 
in Afghanis tan - will deny the Soviets the roads should they 
choose to stay. 

The most striking thing about these weapons is that while they 
presently cost a lot - about $40,000 for a Stinger - it didn't take 
very many of them to get the job done (fewer than 1,000 Stingers 
have been supplied) and they are going to get a lot cheaper and 
more common in the future, as the price of their electronics comes 
down. Western armies better think long and hard about how they 
intend to employ helicopters and armor on future battlefields where 
such weapons will inevitably become nearly as common as squad 
automatic weapons - or to what extent they can be employed at all. 

Second, a country whose people keep and bear arms is infinitely 
better prepared to resist a foreign invader than one whose people 
do not. When the Soviets invaded Afghanistan on 27 December 
1979, the most common rifle in the country seemed to be the .303 
Lee Enfield - some ancients even took to the field with 
muzzle-loading Jezails ·- and practically no Western observers gave 
the badly divided mujahideen the remotest chance of prevailing. 
What the experts failed to recognize, however, was that the quality 
of the weaponry was almost beside the point; the knowledge of how 
to use it and willingness to use it were what was decisive. 

What the Soviets found in Afghanistan was, to borrow a phrase, a 
people numerous and armed, one which viewed fighting for its 
liberty as an intrinsic part of its culture. Two years after the 
invasion, the mujahideen had a strong and growing force in being; 
in contrast two years after Poland suppressed the Solidarity trade 
union - which began its struggle about the same time as the muj 
- its supporters were reduced to making floral crosses in public 
squares .. 

America and other countries supporting the muj, including 
China, Saudi Arabia and Egypt, sent in more than 400,000 
Kalashnikov assault rifles (which among other things turned the 
Soviets into major ammo suppliers for both sides) but those were 
only the tools to finish the job. Men who viewed armed resistance 
to tyrants as an act of civic duty and a matter of personal honor 
and had done so for centuries are what made the difference. 

When we come to understand that, our own liberty will be more 
secure. ~ 
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MANUAL Of THE 
MERCENARY SOLDIER 

A Guide to M ercenary War, 
Mone y, and Adve nture 

b y Paul Ba/o r 
"The Whores of War." Modern mer­
cenaries make their livmg in today's 
most volatile hot spots. Old pro Paul 
Baler. reveals the experiences and 
tricks of the trade that have kepi him 
alive on three continents for more 
than four decades! An authoritative. 
msider's guide! SV2 x 81h, hardcover. 
320 pp. 519.95 

THE RUGER .22 AUTOMATIC PISTOL 
Standard/ Mark I/ Mark II Series 

by Duncan Long 
Here is the definitive book about 
the pistol that has served more than 
a million owners so well. Exploded 
diagrams show how to field-strip 
and reassemble with a minimum of 
fuss. and photos illustrate varia­
tions. modifications and accessories 
for one of the most popular .22 
automatics ever made. 5~ x 81h, 
softcover. photos. illus .. 168 pp. 

$12.00 

SPECIAL FORCES COMBAT 
FIRING TECHNIQUES 

by Frank A. Moyer and 
Robert ). Scroggie 

The Uzi , Finnish Soumi and Soviet 
AKM assault rifle are among the 
more than 60 American and foreign 
firearms tested in this U.S. Army 
study. Discover the most effective 
positions. best response maneuvers 
and best kill-hit areas. illustrated by 
dozens of photos. in this compre­
hensive inanual. B'h x 11 , hardcover, 
photos. 120 pp. $19.95 

PRIVACY 
How To Get II. How To Enjoy It. 

by Bill Kay:i ing 
8 19 Brother has nearly succeeded m 
complelely underm1n1ng our consu­
tutional nght to lead pnvate lives 
Learn how to secure and maintain a 
private world of your own. Keep 
secret your bank records. address. 
phone. tax and credit info. employ­
ment records. etc. B'h x 11 , softcover, 
illus .. 128 pp. $18.95 

REVENGEVILLE 
Sick Humour for the Deranged Mind 

by Michael Connor 
If you have been crossed and double-crossed too many times. if you need to settle an old 
score in a novel way, if you've been nursing a grudge, wait ing for the right opportunity to 
strike back - in short, if the time has come to embark on a punit ive expedition into the 
jungles of w ild justice, welcome to Revengeville. Let Michael Connor guide you through a 
world slightly beyond the boundaries of good taste and decency, as he reveals the 
rewards of creative spite. This is British humor with a vengeance. Drawing from an arsenal 
of tools includ ing bird crap, fleas, handcuffs, inflatable dolls, pigs and piranhas, this book 
helps you devise effective counterstrikes to put your tormentors in their place. If the time 
has passed to turn the other cheek, we have a few suggestions . . . offered for entertain­
ment purposes only, of course! 5 V2 x 81/2, hardcover, il lus., 182 pp. $17.95 

1lK47 
\,,··'V-;..l'!~ 

The Complete 
Kalashnlkov 

family 
·- of-· 

/\ssault Rifles 

DDllCftll lOllO 

.... --;u· -· UNDERCOVER 
. ~_P.ER_~TIONS 

·1 A Manual lor lhe 
Private Investigator . 

c· OU Pl.J:'I' 1: 
uom; m 

rs. s\wrn; 

AK47: 
The Comple te Kalashnikov Family 

of Assault Rifles 
by Duncan l ong 

The Soviet AK47/ AKM assault rifle 
1s tough and dependable. and has 
spawned many spinofls worldwide. 
These rifles are now available in the 
U.S .. but solid 1nforma11on 0 11 them 
1s scarce. Learn about specs, ammo 
and more-find out why the AK47 
1s the world's most widely used 
gun. S'h x 8'h. soltcover. photos. 
illus .. 192 pp. $14.00 

UNDERCOVER OPERATIONS 
A Manual for the Private 

Investigator 
by Kingdon Peter Anderso11 

Working inside America's corpora­
tions, the undercover agent exposes 
theft. drug abuse. waste and fraud. 
This insider's guide to this intriguing 
and lucrative field covers training. 
negotiating fees, infiltrating the work­
place. establishing a cover. avoiding 
entrapment charges, report writing 
and more. 511, x 81r.. softcover. 88 pp. 

SB.OD 

THE COMPLETE BOOK O f 
U.S. SNIPING 

b y Perer R. Senich 
Trace Amencan sniping malenel 
from its infancy to today's soph1st1-
cated systems with this volume. 
compiled from Senich's early books. 
Limited War Sniping and The 
Pictorial History ol U.S. Sniping. 
Almost 400 photos. plus information 
gleaned from official documents and 
military archives. pack this definitive 
work. 8V2 x 11, hardcover. 375 pho­
los. 288 pp. S34.95 

PANANANDATA ROPE FIGHTING 
Filipino Choking and 
Binding Tech niques 

PAN A NANDATA by Amante P. M.irin». Sr. 
ROPE: FfGHTl 'G On the streets. you must delend 

yourself with any available weapon 
•. ; This book outlines the deadly use of 
·~ ;{ /\. ~ ropes. chains. belts and neckties to 
r , bind. choke and subdue an attacker. 

Your assailant may think you' re 
llifrfi•.. unarmed. but he'll know otherwise 

~"·~~11;,:::.;~ .. ,~ when your belt is tightening around 
L.::::::::::::=....J his throat! 51h x a1h. soi tcover. photos. 

128 pp. $1 4.00 

CREDIT 
THE CUTTING 
EDGE 

. 
' 

U.S. ARMY 
SPECIAL FORCES 

A·TEAM 

VIETNAM 
COMBAT MANUAL 

TO RIDE, SHOOT STRAIGHT AND 
SPEAK THE TRUTH 

by Jeff Cooper 
Combat mind-set. proper sighting, 
tac tical resident1at architecture. 
nuclear war - these are some of the 
many subjects explored by Jeff 
Cooper in this Illustrated anthology 
The author also discusses various 
arms. fighting skills and the impor­
tance of knowing how to defend 
oneself. and one's honor, in our 
rapidly changing world. 51h x B'h. 
hardcover. illus .. 384 pp. S26.00 

CREDIT 
The Cutting Edge 
b y Scou French 

This hard-and-fast course in pro­
fessional credit counseling reveals 
step-by-step instructions on how to 
legally repair damaged credit the 
same way lhe pros do it and offers 
more devious tricks that work like 
financial black magic. The 70 least­
known credit facts. getting cards 
with no credit check. dealing with 
collection agencies and more! 8V2 x 
11, softcover, 264 pp. 519.95 

U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM VIETNAM COM BAT 

MANUAL 
This is the real thing, a reprint of the 
A Detachment Handbook issued to 
all Special Forces A-Teams during 
the Vietnam War. Everything from 
camp construction to interrogation 
procedures to psyops is covered. A 
must for collectors of military and 
Vietnam memorabilia. 8 Y2 x 11, soft­
cover, illus .. 296 pp. 519.95 

SCREW UNTO OTHERS 
Revenge Tactics fo r All Occasiom 

Watch out! The Master Trickster 1s 
back with over 140 mischievous tac­
trcs custom-designed for that special 
someone who has made your hfe 
miserable. Th1s revenge manual 
shows how to use technology, ma­
nure. newspapers, and more to help 
you savor your vengeance and leave 
you chortling! Choose your v1clrm 
with care ... then give him hell' For 
entertainment purposes only! 5y, x 
BV2. hardcover, 240 pp. $17.95 
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Send to: CUTLERY SHOPPE 
Dept SF, 5461 Kendall Street, Boise, ID 83706 
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Get cxx full color catafog, 
with great deals on the top 
knife brands. Just send $1 
or can 208-376-0430 to get 
your copy, PLEASE, do not 
caUthe·soo- number as we 
reserve flese fines for OJS-­

tomers placing orders ... 
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INl~ORMA'flON UNE: 1-208-378-0430 
ADD SHIPPING: $5 to48 states--$7 APO & FPO-· $8 for C.O.D. 48 states only-- $10 Alaska, Hawaii & 
Canada. Foreign orders (excluding Canada), please write for shipping costs. PAYMENT: We accept 
VISA, MASTERCARD, C.O.D. (cash only}, Money orders & checks (checks allow 21 days to clear). 

FAX Machine Orders: 1-208-376-7608 
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BURMA 
SHAKEDOWN ... 

The present 
incompetents running 
Burma - they seized 
power in a coup last 
September after massive 
street demonstrations 
forced the previous 
incompetents running 
Burma out of office -
have discovered some 
clever new ways to 
enhance revenues. 

They apprehend 
people leaving banks 
after making 
withdrawals and ask 
them to make a 
"donation" of 200 kyats 
(about $32) to the 
armed forces in honor 
of their "valiant fight 
against insurgents." 
Hundreds of thousands 
of kyats have been 
raised. 

They are also 
rounding up people, 
mostly students, on the 
streets of Rangoon to 
serve as "porters" for 
military patrols in rebel 
areas. This is also a 
fund-raising measure, 
because the porters will 
be turned loose just as 
soon as their families 
pay a ransom. The 
going rate seems to be 
between 10,000 and 
18,000 kyats. 

The money allegedly 
goes to families of 
troopers KIA or WIA 
against the Karen and 
Shan rebels, whose 
support has - surprise 
- been growing by 
leaps and bounds. 

Insurrection, 
incidentally, isn't the 
only bumper crop in 
Burma this year. It 
seems the opium 
harvest will be the best 
in years, the result of 
unusually good weather 
in the Golden Triangle 
and the army spending 
its time shaking down 
the civilian population 
instead of fighting 
druggers. 
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Canopy frame and nose gear of MIG-21 on display 
In mujahideen museum are what is left after 
aircraft's encounter with a Stinger. Born-again 
aviator is presumably visiting Allah. 

SOFCOIN 
OPS ... 

Afghanistan. Nicaragua. Mozambique. The names 
and places change, but the story remains the same 
- brave people around the world fighting for 
freedom. 

Now you can make an investment that will help 
their cause. 

SOF is pleased to announce the Freedom Fighter 
Commemoratives Collection. Freedom, Inc., has 
been commissioned to create these beautifully 
minted, one-ounce silver medals honoring the 
Jamiat-i-lslami freedom fighters of Afghanistan, the 
contras of Nicaragua, and the Renamo freedom 
fighters of Mozambique. The cost - $35.00 each or 
$33.00 each with purchase of three or more. Won't 
you join the fight for liberty? Order by writing 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine, Dept. PI-2, P.O. Box 
693, Boulder, CO 80306, or call 1-800-323-1776. 

MUJGET 
MILANS ... 

As this issue goes to press, we've 
just received word that Soldier of 
Fortune Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown is on his way back from 
Afghanistan with what we believe 
are the first photographs to reach 
the West of French Milan antitank 
missiles in the hands of the 
mujahideen. 

The introduction of the Milan into 
the war could be a major 
development. The Milan is the 
French-made, antiarmor missile that 
the Chadian army used with 
devastating effect against Libyan 
tanks in 1987 (see "Libyan Desert 
Defeat," SOF, Pebruary '89). 

The Chadians mounted Milans on 
the back of Toyota pickup trucks 
and attacked Khadaffi's tanks using 
traditional desert cav tactics - two 
trucks would attack a single tank 
from opposite sides. Typically, the 
victim couldn't traverse his turret fast 
enough to get either, let alone both, 
although the Chadians were said to 
take some casualties when one of 
the missiles would miss the target 
and take out the second truck. 

While the mountain valleys of 
eastern and northern Afghanistan 
don't lend themselves to a precise 
duplication of Chadian tactics, putting 
modem antitank missiles in the hands 
of the muj could have as profound 
effect on the outcome of the war as 
the earlier injection of Stinger 
antiaircraft missiles did (See David 
Isby's articles, "Sons of SAM," page 
28, and "Flying for Moscow," page 
54, in this issue) . That is because 
Milans could limit Soviet and Kabul 
regime armor movement on the 
roads as severely as Stingers limited 
Soviet and Kabul regime helicopter 
movements in the air. 

Since going home is about the 
only military movement in 
Afghanistan the Soviets are really 
interested in completing, that could 
be a distinctly sticky wicket. It may 
no longer be a question of whether 
the Soviets will voluntarily leave 
Afghanistan by 15 February, but 
whether they will be allowed to 
leave (See "Afghan Death March," 
SOF January '89) . 

That might explain why the 
SovComs started direct negotiations 
with the muj at the end of 
November last year. Frist sub ject of 
discussion, POWs and M!As. 

An intriguing question is exactly 
who gave Milans to the muj. SOF 
will have a full report on this 
development in a future issue. 
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13988 $10.95 4507 $19.95 2964 $19.95 14176 $12.95 

4705 $10.95 13574 $12.95 3509 $24.95 

1so1tcover 

I 2121 $12.95 

3780 $24.95 

I 3566 $12.95 1289 $18.95 2634 $19.95 3426 $18.95 

EllWIN P. HOYT 
2139 $19.95 5298 $24.95 4143 $18.95 1438 $24.95 I 3418 $ 9.95 
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Valley 

Campaign 
David Martin 

3293 $17.95 I 1347 $16.95 5306 $24.95 4184 $24.95 3913 $29.95 4960 $24.95 5389 $14.95 t 4200 Sp. Ed. 
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3541 $18.95 5215 $24.95 4150 $18.95 3954 $18.95 3947 $19.95 5413 $21.95 
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3285 $19.95 0737 Sp. Ed. 3624 $18.95 3517 $22.95 2774 $24.95 3590 Sp. Ed. 
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WARASI 
KNEW IT 
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24Yz"x19" WW II MAPS 
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~ /W )IJU S I llJ~J~ with member~ship~:;;::J 
Here's how the Club Plan works: You'll get 4 books for only 98¢ plus shipping and handling, 
and your two FREE World War II maps, when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject 
any application. However, once accepted, if you are not completely satisfied wi th your introduc­
tory books, return them within 10 days at our expense. Your membership will be canceled and you 
will owe nothing. The FREE maps are yours to keep in any case. 
Huge selection: As a Club member, you'll have over 350 titles to choose from-a tremendous 
variety of the very best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustrations and 
maps. Many books are difficult to find anywhere else. 
How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions (sometimes altered 
in size to fit special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers' hardcover edition 
prices. A shipping and handling charge is added to each shipment. 
Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you'll receive the free Military Book Club 
magazine describing coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times a year, you 
may receive offers of special Selections, always at discounts off publishers' edition prices. If you 
want the featured Selection(s), do nothing-shipment will be made automatically. If you prefer an 
11\ternate-or no book at all- indicate this on the order form and return it by the date specified. 
'tbu'll have at least 10 days to decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive unwanted 
Selections, you may return them at our expense and owe nothing. 
The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular low Club 
prices during the next 2 years. You may resign anytime after purchasing your 4 books, or con­
tinue to enjoy Club membership for as long as you like. 

Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers' edition prices quoted above. 
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Yes, please accept my mem- Mr. 

bership appl ication and send me ~~' · 
the 4 books marked in the !--'---------------~ 
boxes to the right, plus my 
2 FREE World War II maps. Bill 
me only 98¢ plus shipping and 
handling for the 4 books. I agree 

Address Apt. No. 

to the Club Plan presented in this City State Zip 
ad, and understand that I need f--''---,----- - -------=::::....---1 
buy just 4 more books at regular 
low Club prices anytime I want 
during the next 2 years. 
Risk-Free guarantee: If not 
delighted after examining my 
4 Selections, I may return the 
books wi thin 10 days at Club· 
expens~. My membership will 
be canceled and I will owe 
nothing. No matter what I decide, 

Ii 
'.:::====::::'.'===============~=--;:o~sa~,;;--'2 / 

2 FREE WORLD WAR 11 MAPS 
# 6502 

~
I may keep my FREE World 

ar II maps. ----

If under 18, parent must sign.-------­
Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian 
members serviced from Canada. where offer is slightly 
different. ______ 6 7 / MO~ 
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SOF GETS 
SUPPORT IN SUIT . .. 

Appeals briefs in the $9.4 million 
lawsuit against SOF were filed by 
our attorneys on 1 November. 
Shortly afterwards significant 
reinforcements for our side arrived in 
the form of a strong friend of the 
court brief submitted by a number of 
the country's largest publishers and 
publishing organizations. 

Among those joining in the brief 
urging that the judgement against 
SOF be dismissed were the 
American Newspaper Publishers 
Association, the American Society of 
Newspaper Editors, the Association 
of Area Business Publications, the 
Association of Newspaper Classified 
Advertising Managers, the Dallas 
Times Herald, the Hearst 
Corporation, the Louisiana Press 
Association, Inc., the Magazine 
Publishers of America, Inc., the 
Mississippi Newspaper Association, 
the National Newspaper Association, 
Scripps Howard, Inc. , the Texas 
Daily Newspaper Association and 
Time Incorporated. 

They argued that if the judgement 
against SOF were allowed to stand, 
the precedent would impose 
"devastating liability" on 
publications and "seriously damage 
constitutional freedoms." 

Thanks, guys. It's a great feeling 
when the cavalry comes riding over 
the hill. 

(Copies of both the appeal and 
friend of the court briefs are 
available by writing to Soldier of 
Fortune, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306, Attn: Zada Johnson. A 
donation of $25 to help cover 
expenses would be welcomed.) 

NRA ELECTIONS 
COMING UP . . . 

NRA members will be receiving 
their official ballots for Board of 
Directors members in the February 
issue of the official journal of the 
NRA. SOF Editor and Publisher 
Robert K Brown, isn't on it this time 
- his term on the board doesn't 
expire until 1991 - but Richard 
DeChambeau, who has worked 
extensively with Brown on public 
access issues is seeking a seat. 
Brown strongly urges all eligible 
NRA members to watch for the 
ballot and exercise their right to vote. 
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Now HEAR THIS! 
YOU HAVE REACHED 

THE WRONG NUMBER! ... 
If you tried to get additional 

information about the 1989 SOF 
Convention, to be held 20-24 
September at the Sahara Hotel in 
Las Vegas, by calling Convention 
Director Bill .)3rooks, you probably 
got the wrong number. Due to a 
typo in the February issue of SOF 
Bill's area code was incorrectly 
listed. The correct number for Bill 
Brooks is (205) 244-1916. 

Our sincere apologies to the party 
who got all the calls intended for Bill. 

KUDOS FOR 
SOF STAFFER ... 

Soldier of Fortune Assistant Editor 
Tom Slizewski, an expert on war 
gaming, is recipient of the 1987 
Charles S. Roberts award for Best 
Game Review/Design Analysis/Play 
Analysis for an article he published 
on Victory Game's "Central 
America" simulation. The awards, 
presented annually by Fire & 
Movement magazine, are decided on 
the basis of a reader ballot 
appear:ing in a number of 
publications. 

Slizewski just recently returned 
from the Everglades, where he 
accompanied German and American 
airborne troops on a training 
exercise. Full report to follow in an 
upcoming issue. 

SOF contributor D('\vid Isby, 
whose articles on American Stinger 
missiles and the Soviet Helicopters 
that are their prey appear in this 
issue, has twic~ won the award. 

SAY NO TO LENIN 
YES TO TOURISM . .. 

That most sensitive of all 
barometers, tourism, shows things 
are not going well for communists in 
two countries. 

The Guatemalan Tourist 
Commission (INGUAT) reports that 
tourism in that country increased 15 
percent in the first eight months of 
1988 compared to the same period 
a year ago, rising to 268,344 visitors 
from 233,948. That still isn't a 
record, but it represents a doubling 
of tourists from the same period 
when the guerrilla problem was 
much worse and only 126,506 
people visited the country. 

Meanwhile, Vietnam, whose usual 
way of saying it wants to be friends 
with you is to send back another 
consignment of MIA remains, is 
being uncharacteristically cooperative 
with film makers planning to make a 
movie out of British author Anthony 
Grey's 1982 novel "Saigon" (the 
book's name not withstanding). 

Senior government officials are 
said to have agreed to the use of the 
original battlefields in the filming and 
Vietnamese troopers as extras. 

Grey thinks the cooperative 
attitude stems from the fact that 
Hanoi is desperate to open up to the 
West and attract tourists and foreign 
exchange. 

SWISS ARMY 
TO RECYCLE ... 

Snicker if you will, but Switzerland 
is about to let a $6.3 million contract 
to re-equip its three bicycle 
regiments. 

Three Swiss firms have submitted 
proto- types, which are about to 
undergo field tests. The winner will 
supply bikes that will equip some 
3,300 soldiers. 

The new bike will replace a model 
that has been in service since 1905. 
It will have two gears, be capable of 
carrying 330 pounds, weigh around 
48 pounds and cost less than $885. 

Why bicycles? "Bicycles are quick 
and quiet," says army spokesman 
Colonel J. Peter Flueckiger. "A truck 
or car makes noise you can hear 
from afar, especially at night." 

Soldiers in the bicycle regiments 
keep their wheels at home, along 
with their rifles, ready to mobilize in 
an emergency. Fully equipped bike 
troops can carry up to 175 pounds 
of equipment, and the army figures 
that up to a distance of 25 miles 
they can actually be mobilized more 
quickly than motorized troops. 

HONOR 
ROLL. .. 

El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund 
contributors: 

Commandante Ethiopia; Ken 
Schustereit. 

Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund 
contributors: 

South Bend Anti-Communists. 
Refugee Relief International, Inc. 

contributors: 
.. Ke~ Schustereit; Maecenas; R.H. 

Tex Houston. 
Our heartfelt thanks go out to these 

people and the numerous other donors 
who requested their names not be 
printed.~ 
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VIETNAM. YOU HIVE TO SEE IT m UNDERSTAND IT. 
THE CBS VIDEO LIBRARY ANNOUNCES A REVEALING NEW 

VIDEOCASSETTE SERIES, THE VIETNAM WAR WITH WALTER CRONKITE. 

Vietnam. Never was a war cial battle ... from the streets of 
more thoroughly examined and Hue to Khe Sanh, where 6, 000 
documented. Yet cold facts Marines held off over 40, 000 
don't tell the whole story. Or North Vietnamese . . . and to 
answer the underlying ques- Saigon, where MPs shot it out 
tions. What made this war so 117 W::-c:.onlltt with a Vietcong suicide squad in 
different and so tough to fight? Did the U.S. Embassy compound. 
we really lose on the battlefield? "The Tet Offensive" is an eye-
What was it like for the fighting opening experience you won't find 
man? 

To understand Vietnam, you 
need added perspective. You need 
to see and hear it for yourself. And 

THE ARST VIDEOCASSETTE IN THIS EXCLUSIVE 
COLLECTION FROM THE CBS VIDEO LIBRARY 

"THE TET OFFENSIVE" 
now you can. In the new videocas- FOR JUST !4 95 
sette series The Vietnam War with • • • . . with subscript on 
Walter Cronkite, graphic CBS com- ~ ---------------­
bat footage has been assembled to gr CBS VIDEO LIBRARY 

anywhere else. And you can own it 
for just $4. 95-a full $25 off the reg­
ular subscription price. 

As a subscriber, you'll broaden 
your understanding of every stage 
of the war. Future videocassettes 
will arrive approximately every 4-6 

weeks, always for a 10-day, risk 
free examination. Each is $29. 95 
plus shipping and handling. There is 
no minimwn nwnber you must buy 
and you can cancel your subscrip­
tion at any time. 

For faster service, use your 
credit card to order and call toll 
free 1-800-CBS-4804. Or mail 
the coupon. In return, you'll gain an 
understanding of Vietnam only your 
VCR can deliver. 

give you a complete picture. g I Dept. VGB, P.O. Box lll2, Terre Haute, IN 47811 

' f::B Through ~ I YES, enter my subscription to T HE VIETNAM WAR WITH WALTER CRONKITE under the terms described in 
ambushes and ~ this ad. Send me "The Tet Offensive" at the introductory price of $4. 95, which I am paying as indicated below (fill 
&.- fight boo §I 111). Also send me future cassettes (at $29. 95 plus shipping and handling) on 10 days' approval, with no obligation 
ill e s, - I to purchase. 
by traps and ~ I Check one: 0 VHS 0 BETA Check how paying: 

· Ph :;; 0 CHECK ENCLOSED for $4. 95 (future cassettes billed with shipment). 
srupers, an- §, I 0 CRE DIT CARD Charge my series purchases, beginning with $4.95 for my first cassette, to: 

• toms and SAM ~ I 0 American Express 0 VISA 0 MasterCard 0 Diners Club 

Vl3 
Vl4 

missiles, you'll wit:- i I Account No. Expires !( ness it all. You'll follow ~ I s· - --------------- - - ----
American soldiers into ~ I ignature _______ _______ _ _________ _ 

action from the Mekong Delta to the ~ I NAME ___________ PHONE < J _________ _ 

DMZ. Your first videocassette, -~ I ADDRESS An ___ _ _ _ 
"The Tet Offensive," will show you ~ I CITY STATE z1p _ _ ____ _ 
the full scope of the war's most cru ~ I NOTE: CBS Video Library reserves the right to reject any application or caned any membership. Offer limiled to continental U.S. (excluding - - 1 Alaskil) and Canada. Canadian residents will be scrvii:ed from Toronto (offer may vary). Applicable s ales tax added to all o rders. 

MARCH 89 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 9 



SUPPORT FIRE 
FROM USMC ... 

Sirs: 
I just finished 

"Rangers in Grenada: 
The Untold Story" 
(SOF Nov. '88). In 
many of your articles 
you do a great job in 
bringing out the feel of 
combat and the faces of 
death, but this piece 
failed to let your readers 
understand the rigors of 
combat. 

Many of the men, if 
not all, had never heard 
a shot fired in anger 
before. And let me say 
that someone shooting at 
you is a far cry from the 
rifle range or running 
around the swamps 
shooting blanks. 

I think the higher 
ranking officers were at 
fault in Grenada, not 
the men themselves, as 
your article implies. 
From the word go, the 
brass had their head in 
their ass. I'm not 
pretending to be Mr. 
Strategy, but for over 
200 years the Marine 
Corps has been fighting 
under an amphibious 
doctrine. So why risk 
the Rangers and 
Airborne by putting 
them into this role? Just 
because it's the only 
war in town is absurd. 

I've now been on 
Grenada for 15 months 
and have talked with 
many of the natives. 
They haven' t forgotten 
the sacrifice made by 
those 19 men. As you 
stated, four Army and 
two Marine soldiers died 
due to combat, the 
remainder because of 
mistakes. Shouldn't we 
be asking why this is so? 
General Al Grey, 
USMC, said it best, 
"Marines are warriors, 
and warriors die. But 
the more realistic you 
train, the less you'll 
bleed in time of war. " 

Damn good job 
doggies! 

Sgt. Mark 
Kirkland, 
USMC 

St. George's, 
Grenada 
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FLAK 

NO HUMOR 
IN ATROCITIES . .. 

Sirs: 
You quote with approval Mr. McAsh's The Book 

of the Great Ranger, (Bulletin Board, SOF Dec. '88) 
including ' 'Thou shalt not cast interrogatees from a 
slick at 2,000 feet - if there's anyone looking." 1 
realize this was supposed to be humor but fail to 
see anything funny in comments more typical of 
macho posturing among young troops. 

Killing prisoners of war is against American and 
international law. More than that, it is stupid. The 
professional macho will argue that throwing a 
prisoner from a helicopter will loosen the tongues of 
the rest. This is correct, but it does not guarantee 
that they will tell the truth. In Silence Was A 
Weapon a former military intelligence officer 
recounts a posting as province adviser to an area 
where beating a prisoner with the left hand was 
considered subtlety. No worthwhile intelligence was 
obtained. However, through his humane treatment 
he was consistently able to obtain timely, accurate 
intelligence about enemy locations. He was able to 
convert not only defectors but hardcore NVA 
regulars captured only after prying a red hot AK out 
of their hands. 

Mistreated prisoners will not cooperate, much less 
volunteer information, and are much less likely to 
induce other enemy soldiers to stop killing 
Amelicans and surrender. Regardless of our 
personal feelings, war in the last half of the 20th 
century is heavily political. Battles are often fought 
for public relations purposes. On the other hand, 
battles can be won on the ground and lost in the 
newspaper. 

Atrocities violate our conception of national 
identity, stiffen enemy resistance, weaken friendly 
will, disrupt our alliances, distract military and 
politcal assets, destroy intelligence assets, are 
morally and legally wrong and practically stupid. 

Kevin L. Jamison 
Kansas City, Missouri 

SOFISA 
GOVERNMENT FRONT . .. 

Sirs: 
After all these years I feel I can no 

longer subscribe to SOF. It's sad that 
our tour of duty has ended. SOF 
gave a view of the news that few 
could match. But I now feel that 
SOF has become a government 
front and that it propagates the 
government's viewpoints. I'm 
cancelling because SOF has joined 
ranks with the CIA/State Department 
and bought off on their "acceptable 
casualties" doctrine concerning 
POWs in Southeast Asia. I've sent 
money to the Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund in the past and 
support that cause, but what about 
your loyalty to fellow Americans 
being kept in rotting cages and caves 
in Laos and Vietnam. 

Also, the articles .about Colonel 
Gritz and Scott Barnes remain an 
injustice to the United States. With 
your contacts it seems unreal that 
SOF could not get anything out on 
the POWs. Of course if you did and 
turned them over to the government 
they would fall into the dusty vault 
they call their active files. 

We are protecting the senior brass 
who so ineptly caused us to lose in 
Vietnam. President Johnson and 
Robert McNamara assembled a 
group of generals who sacrificed 
many troops through their policies. 
The troops who were left behind are 
being offered up to save their 
useless reputations. I will have no 
part of this. 

John G. Backes 
Hartford, Wisconsin 

I appreciate your concern and hope 
you will read the magazines I'm 
forwarding to you and that the 
articles will give you insight 
regarding our concern and 
involvement with the POW issue. 
Please note in our Jan. '82 issue we 
could not describe our real mission 
into Laos. For security reasons, we 
did not tell the whole story until 
1985. 

Scott Barnes and Colonel Gritz 
are, at best, misguided zealots, at 
worst, unprincipled con men. We 've 
got the proof If you can show us 
otherwise, please do so. - RKB 
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AFGHAN 
CHILDREN 
THANK SOF 

READERS ... 
Sirs: 

Upon checking our 
post office box today, 
we were surprised and 
very pleased to find 
several letters and 
contributions from 
readers of the 
December 1988 issue of 
Soldier of Fortune 
magazine. 

You have done a 
very kind and generous 
deed in giving space to 
our project to aid the 
Afghan people. Thank 
you on behalf of all the 
Afghan children for 
helping on such a large 
scale. 

Dana Rawding 
Afghanistan 

Resistance 
Relief Center 

Annandale, 
Virginia 

USA IS 
NO 

DEMOCRACY ... 
Sirs: 

In "Peace Through 
Superior Firepower" 
(SOF Dec. '88) Mr. 
Scroft says, " I would 
fight to the death if 
anyone threatened the 
democracy of the 
United States. " This 
from a West Point 
graduate? Please advise 
Mr. Scroft that the 
United States is not a 
democracy but a 
federal, constitutional 
republic. 

This is a common 
error, but I'm sure the 
author would prefer to 
be technically accurate. 
Kudos for otherwise 
excellent text and 
photos. 

Lee Knoper 
Cochise, Arizona 
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SNIPING VERSUS 
FIREPOWER . .. 

Sirs: 
Reader Michael D. Ledbetter in Flak (SOF Nov. 

'88) commented that autoloading rifles should be 
sniping rifles because they're better in firefights than 
bolt-action rifles. Peter G. Kokalis concurred. Maybe 
that in itself is a reason to use bolt-action rifles for 
sniping, so that just maybe the people will get it in 
their heads that snipers are for sniping and not for 
firefights. 

I belong to the local gun club, and we have all 
types of shooters. One thing I've noticed is that in 
competition, specialists rule the roost. The firefighter 
and sniper are at opposite ends of the spectrum. 

As to the bolt gunner not having a chance against 
the AK-47 gunner, consider this: Most of the highest 
scores in both rapid fire and slow fire at Camp 
Perry are shot by bolt gunners. In my own gun 
club, in most rapid-fire rifle competitions bolt 
gunners do most of the winning, but they also make 
up most of the competition. In a combat situation 
the auto shooter who doesn' t win in the first second 
that he pops behind cover isn' t going to be around 
long. 

Roger K. Fike 
Paso Robles, California 

Peter Kokalis replies: It would be comforting if every 
military sniper could be assured that he would never 
be involved in a firefight on the battlefield. But, 
unlike Camp Perry or gun club competitions, targets 
encountered in combat usually have the capacity to 
return fire. Furthermore, at Camp Perry, turn-bolt 
rifles are not permitted in Service Rifle matches and 
few competitors shoot semiautomatic sevice rifles in 
the NRA Match Rifle category, so a direct 
comparison is not possible. In combat scenarios 
featuring target-rich environments against seasoned 
enemy personnel, the sniper will have less than two 
seconds to fire an aimed second shot before they 
take cover. Under these circumstances a 
semiautomatic rifle will surely prevail. Finally, the 
ever pragmatic Soviets have provided every 
mechanized infantry platoon with a semiautomatic 
Dragunov-armed sniper, and that should tell you 
something. 

BE PROUD 
OF YOUR SERVICE ... 

Sirs: 
William Lane's Parting Shot 

("From Saigon to Central Casting," 
SOF Dec. '88) comments were 
timely and true. We all feel deeply 
about people we knew and the 
memories they left with us. This 
"post traumatic stress" nonsense is 
something contrived by shrinks to 
insure government checks for their 
substandard practices. It also gives a 
guy a handy excuse to be a failure 
- how convenient! 

Be proud of your service and quit 
whining to the liberal assholes that 
want to forever rob you of your 
dignity. Your "floor shows" go a 
long way toward legitimizing their 
cowardly exodus to Canada. We 
never lost the war; those three-piece 
suiters in Washington gave it away. 

T. W. Pardee 
Haines, Alaska 

WHAT ABOUT 
THOSE SURVEYS . . . 

Sirs: 
As a subscriber, I dutifully 

responded to every one of your 
surveys over a year ago and 
remember reading that you'd fill us 
in on the results. Did I miss an issue 
or has this been shelved? I'm 
curious about what other SOF 
readers like, and look forward to 
seeing these results. Hope this is still 
going to happen. Can you tell me 
when? 

Marty Sereti 
Bombay, India 

When we ran the surveys, we 
underestimated how many responses 
we would receive and did not 
anticipate how much time the 
Houston trial would take out of our 
time available for " extra " duties. We 
are currently nearing the end on the 
survey grading. You can expect the 
results to be printed within the next 
three to four issues. 

LETTERS 
Your input has made FLAK 

one of SOF's most popular 
columns. Write and tell us your 
opinion of SOF or any subject 
you consider worth our readers' 
attention. We reserve the right 
to edit for content and brevity. 
Send letters to FLAK, c/o SOF, 
PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. ~ 
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t;:;;;;;;:;:;;:;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;;;;;;;;; • !111 6r111 ir Blick Skill * 
Sizes: XS, S. M, L XL (Regular Lengths Only) . . . ITEM #C-500 0 

7 The field jacket is deS1gned for 3 season wear. 

0 
In winter you can bunon in the liner (see below) 

0 or wear a vest or heavy sweater under ii . 

$54.95/each. :I 

Oi • Lightweight Hooe · 
•• Concealed in Collar 
=r • Epaulets ---L<>' 
tn • Gusse"ed Back Sizes: XS , S, M, L, XL 
I for Freedom of (Send us your chest 
z Movement size for proper fit) 

0 • 4 Huge ~~~v~~"f~ \~~)per 
:I Outside Choose: Olive Drab 

Pockets (00) Green or Wood· 
j • Outershell land Camouflage 
C of 50% Co"on/ (Also Black or Tan 
U 50% Nylon - ' Commercial Mtt. to GI 

I 
\'later & Wind Specs. - Reg. Length 
Repellant Only) 111• #C-478 

M Reg Length $54.95 
I") • Adjustable • Long Length $59.95 
OI Cutts -- Extra Large 
~ • Drawstring \'laistban Long $84.95 

~ D M65 Liner - designed to be bu"oned into the M65 Field Jacket. 
, these liners are lightweight . polyester-libertilled . and very warm . Order same g size as your field jacket. Sizes : XS , S, M, L, XL 111• #C-475 $19.95/ea . 

41\1 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Masks are lightweight non-itch: non-allergic: 100% 
stretch acry lic woven in a bulky knit. Maximum pro­
tection from wind and cold. 

D Angle Head Flashlite­

Thrs is the heavy duty <ij§1¢1111¢18HI 
plastic flashlight issued to all m1l1 tary uni ts 
The flashl ight 1s waterproof . non-glare and teatures 4 
different lenses which can be easily insta lled or 
removed . It can clip onto the belt or suspender for 
hands lree operatic~: opera tes on 2 standard D cell 
baMenes and comes complete with a spare bulb . 
Brand new. sold in the GI box . 
Choose: 

.J 

.J 

3 
I 

Ill 
Ill 
a: ... 
.J 
.J e 
a: 
Ill 
a .. O Ranger Combat Cap-Woodla~d <e>-

111 Camouflage-1atest Army issue. 
Ill This wintef'Mlight cap features lined flaps wh ich 

D Ki lt Fm M11k 
Olive Orab (00) green or black .... II•• #R-165 $6.95/each. ~ 

I: can fold out to keep your ears warm and tuck into "" 
II. the hat when the weather's balmy. Sizes run small . 
.J A./ao1nll1b/e /nO/lvtDrtb (DD)Green . lt1• #~ e S12es. 7, 7-114, 7-112, 7-314 ... $8 .50/each . ~ 

1111: 
Ill 
D 
1111: 

0 

O Drill Inst ructor/ Smokey the 

Bear Hat-Formally called the Campaign Hat. 
this 1s a really fme Quahty pressed !ell headpiece 
A hat with character No one who ""'ars 1t 
escapes a personahty change. An uncon· :~ 
trollable urge to shout orders or heap abuses. 
pursue flamers or wr1te traH 1c tickets Lei your l(ue 
or w1Sttu1 self be heard . Commercially manufactured ii•• #H-300 
to exacting specs. S12es: 6-71810 7-314 .. $23.95/each. 
D Genuint Lt alhtr Chin Strap II•• #H-305 $2.95/each . 
D Acorn Hal Cord (as shown) II•• #H-310 $8.95/each. 
(Specity color silver. gold metallic. black/gold . metathc. yellow. red or 
light blue) . 

\MMEDIATE SHIPMENT 
SHIPPING COS1S 

Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with 
each order Amounts shown include costs of postage . packaging . 
insurance and handling. 

Orders up to $10 .00 
Orders lrom $10 01 to 20.00 
Orders from $20 .01 to 35 .00 
Orders lrom $35 01 to 50 .00 
Orders from $50 .01 to 70 .00 . 
Orders from $70 .01to90 .00 
Orders over $90.00 . . . . . . . . .. . . . .. . .. 
Canadfan Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. 

$3 .75 
4.50 
5.25 
5.90 
6.90 
7.90 
6.90 

3 holes for maximum protection. 
~Mii: 

• Blick ir 01111 Dnb (OD) 
6r111 . . .. . ........ ITEI #H·HD . ..... . . $5.15/mk. 

• Cl•11fl111 (b11r111 II bri1kt 1r1111I . . . .. ITEI #H-310 
......... . ....... . . . .. .............. SB.15/11ck. 

D B11l1cl1n (Ou H1l1) Face M11k 
One hole accommodates eyeglasses or other equipment. 
llick .. . .... ...... ITEI #H-315 . . ....... $5.15/mk. 

CAMOUFLAGE 
Commando Camouflage 

Headne_t - Spandoflage 
Expandable camouflage mesh lits 
comfortably on any size head Cool in 
summer. warm in winter. this revolutionary 'o.J'.?:li~lli: 
new mesh material can be 
cut (bul will not unravel) 10 lorm eye·holes '' 
lor the comfort of eyeglass wearers. 
Choose: Woodland Camouttago, 
Otsort Camouttago °' 
Sotld B~ck ..... 111• #Q-Z75 

$5.95/each. 

~~~~~~~~~--'?~/."" 

Camouflage Face Paint -
Each metal tube contains 2 colors of tacepaint which 

• Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (A Kaufman s Ex 
cluS1ve) 2 GI stainless steel tags specially treated to be non-glare flat 
black plus 2 black ( 4 .. and 24 " ) ball chains # X-675 $6.00/set. 

can be easily 1removed with soap and water. Current military issue . 
Chooso: Woodland Camo (greon & loam); dosort camo (llgh1 greon & 
sand); snow camo (white & loam) . .... 111• #Q·HD . $3.DMube. 

•All In-Stock Items 
Shipped Within 24 Hours. 

Satisfaction Guarantead 
or Your Money Back. 

1°800°545·0933 - CALL MON -SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Time) e-4H•~t-
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I WAS THERE 
by Dave Bray 

Air Cav Rescue 

WE were bivouacked outside the 
runway fence at Camp Holloway's air­
field near Pleiku - once again working 
the la Orang Valley area to the south in 
search of more North Vietnamese reg­
ulars to pick a fight with - when the 
l/9th Cav pulled off an attack and a 
rescue that would have made a movie 

·.director blush with shame had he ex­
pected the public to believe such a thing 
could really happen. 

As one of the H-13 Scout pilots for 
the 1/9th , I had already flown my 
morning missions and had an entire 
day to kill in the dust and wind of that 
day in March of '66. 

I couldn' t help but think of Kipling's 
line in "Gunga Din" - "Where the 
'eat would make your bloody eye­
brows crawl," as I walked across the 
airfield to the sparsely stocked Camp 
Holloway PX. 

There was damned little to buy in 
the place, but I picked up something or 
other just to be doing something and 
entered the check-out line. 

Be hind me in line was CW0-3 
George Sabens, one of our l/9th 
gunship pilots. He asked me if I was 
going to buy myself any film, and I told 
him "no," so he asked if I would buy a 
couple of rolls of 35mm for him. Sup­
plies being so short in the PX, film was 
rationed. 

I did so and we walked out together. 
George was on the maintenance de-
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Huey gunship, with tree sticking out of 
nose section, extracted from crash site 
just minutes after hitting the ground. 
Photo: Barrie Turner 

partment's doodle-bug motor scooter 
and offered me a ride back to our 
bivouac area and I accepted. 

As he dropped me off in front of my 
pup tent, several Hueys were running 
up and someone was yelling for him to 
"saddle up. " Since this was not un­
usual in the l/9th, and since no one 
was calling for me, I decided to crawl 
into my tent and try to sleep the heat 
away. Glancing at my watch, I could 
see it was exactly 1400 hours. 

Using my flight jacket as a pillow, I 
tossed and turned for what seemed like 
an eternity- but could not sleep. The 
dust filtering into my overheated tent 
sandpapered my eyes, and I finally de­
cided to get up and get some air. 

It seemed like I had been inside a long 
time, but a glance at my watch showed 
that it was only 1430 hours. My "nap" 
had taken exactly 30 minutes. 

As I left the tent and stood upright, a 
jeep was slowly passing a few feet in 
front of me. George Sabens was in the 
right seat. In back sat Michael Johnson, 
his co-pilot. Both were liberally splat­
tered with iodine and had many cuts 
and scratches. 

"Whoa!" I held up my hand. "What 
happened to you guys?" 

The jeep stopped and George 

pointed across our encampment to 
where a Chinook was just setting down 
a heavily damaged gunship with a 
small tree embedded in its nose. Shak­
ing his head, George, who was one of 
the oldest people in BT roop at age 40, 
told his story. 

When George had dropped me off 
at my tent 30 minutes earlier, WO 
Johnson already had his gunship 
started and running up. Two of the 
Scout Pilots, Captain Fritz and Neil 
Weems, had spotted a company of 
NVA regulars in a large stand of small 
trees a few miles to the east of us - just 
north of Route 19 and west of Mang­
Yang pass. 

Doing what the aircrews of the l/9th 
did whenever and wherever they saw 
an enemy soldier, Fritz and Weems cal­
led for the gunships and the infantry of 
our "Blue" platoon and immediately 
went into the attack, knowing that the 
only way to "maintain visual contact at 
all costs" was to make Charlie eat dirt 
while waiting for the arrival of the 
gunships and infantry. 

Just a few minutes from our bivouac 
site, the location was close enough that 
the departing Hueys could see Weems 
and Fritz making their firing runs 
almost as soon as they were airborne. 

Leading the gunrun, Sabens was on 
the rockets while Johnson was on the 
flight controls of the UH-18. Carrying 
a total of 14 rockets and over 6,000 
rounds of 7.62mm for the quad M60s, 
the chopper was almost max-gross as 
far as lifting power went. 

In an identical B model behind them, 
CW0-2 Barrie Turner and CW0-2 
Doug Tucker were also putting their 
rocket and flex gun fire into the enemy 
position as they dove at nearly 150 miles 
per hour in their gun run. 

Suddenly, Sabens realized that they 
were at too high of a sink rate, and he 
took over the flight controls in an effort 
to pull them out of the dive. But the B 
model went nose first into the stand of 
12- to 15-foot tall saplings. 

Seeing this, Turner and Tucker 
broke off and watched as their sister 
aircraft bounced 150 feet back into the 
air and went backwards before once 
again crashing to the ground. 

" George , it's been a good 40 
years,'' was all that Sabens could think 
as he hurdled backwards through the 
air, expecting the chopper to explode 
upon impact. 

For some reason the 600 pounds of 
JP4 aboard did not explode as the 
chopper crashed to the ground a 
second time and rolled over on its side. 

After a long second, Sabens and 
Johnson, all tangled up in belted 
M60 ammo, realized they were alive, 
as were the two crewmen in the back. 

Continued on page 74 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 13 



RuGER REVOLVERS 
Ruger has expanded its successful 

GP-100 revolver series with two new 
stainless steel models - a 4-inch, 
fixed-sight .357 Magnum and a 
3-inch, 5-shot SP-101 .38 Special. 

Like their predecessors, all internal 
parts are installed either through the 
top or bottom of the frame, thereby 
eliminating side plates. Both feature 
thick frames with extra width in those 
critical areas which support the barrel. 

The grip portion of the frame 
holds compressible, rubber 
wraparound grips with polished 
Goncalvo Alves panel inserts. In 
addition to providing structural 
reinforcement, these wood panel 
inserts permit the hand to easily shift 
into proper firing position. 

In the Ruger tradition, both the 
mainspring and trigger guard latch 
are massive coils. At 28 ounces, the 
SP-101 is Ruger's smallest and 
lightest double-action revolver yet. 
The plain-Jane GP-100 weighs in at 
38 ounces. Suggested retail for 
SP-101 is $370 while the GP-100 
sells for $390. 

Contact Sturm, Ruger and Co., 
Inc. , Dept. SOF, Lacey Place, 
Southport, CT 06490. 

ScoRPION 
Though unabashedly designed for 

plinking fun , the slick little TEC-22 
Scorpion is also adequate for potting 
small game. Blowback-operated and 
firing from the closed-bolt position, 
this semiauto pistol bears a quite 
intentional resemblance to the 
famous Czech Vz61 Scorpion 
machine pistol. 

Weighing 29 ounces with an 
overall length of 11.2 inches, the 
TEC-22 Scorpion can be 
comfortably fired from the Weaver 
position. Although the barrel is only 
4 inches long, accuracy potential is 
excellent - due in no small 
measure to the generous 6.5-inch 
sight radius. The front sight has a 
round post with protective ears, 
while the rear sight is a large, open 
square-notch design. 

This pistol's light weight is largely a 
consequence of the receiver, which is 
fabricated from extremely tough 
30-percent, glass-filled black nylon. 

Any Ruger-type 10/22 magazine 
can be used in the TEC-22 
Scorpion, including the 50-round 
Mitchell Arms magazine. A 30-round 
magazine, manufactured by 
Ram-Line®, Inc., is included. A 
storage compartment in the pistol 
grip holds ammunition and/or 
cleaning equipment. 

Barrels can be changed by the 
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TOP GUNS 

operator. An optional barrel with 
threaded muzzle nut is available for 
$29.95. TEC-22 Scorpion will 
accept a muzzle brake and replica 
sound suppressor. Suggested retail 
price complete with one magazine 
and hard-plastic carrying case is 
$172.95. 

Contact Intratec, Dept. SOF, 
12405 S. W. 130th Street, Miami, FL 
33186; phone: (305) 232-1821. 

HIGH POWER 
Its origin goes back to John M. 

by Tom Slizewski 

Browning's last pistol patent -
applied for on 28 June 1923. After 
his death in 1926, Fabrique 
Nationale d 'Armes de Guerre in 
Herstal (Liege) , Belgium, directed 
Dieudonne Saive to modify 
Browning's design, and by 1935 the 
first Grande Puissance (High Power) 
pistols were delivered. After a 
production series of more than 1.5 
million, FN has recently announced 
its decision to cease production. 
Fortunately, for those of us who still 
admire this classic single-action 9mm 
Parabellum pistol with its 
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DYNAMIC TRAINING TAPES FROM VIPER VIDEO 
ALL VIDEOS GUARANTEED TO BE OF HIGHEST QUALITY AND PRESENTED BY AUTHENTIC EXPERTS 

PROFESSIONAL 
* BODYGUARD * 

MEN & WOMEN EVERYWHERE NOW HAVE THE 
OPPORTUNITY TO ENTER THE EXCITING AND 
PROFITABLE FIELD OF THE PROFESSIONAL 
BODYGUARD. FULL OR PART TIME BE FIN­
ANCIALLY REWARDED FOR YOUR SKILLS. ALL 
TAPES ARE PRESENTED BY THE WORLD 'S 
PREMIER BODYGUARD SCHOOL, MARTIAL ARTS 
SECURITY SERVICE, INC. CERTIFICATION AND 
DIPLOMAS AVAILABLE UPON COMPLETION. 
TAPES 60 MIN. OR LONGER IN LENGTH. 

1. PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD: 
AN INTRODUCTION 

#GUARD1 ... Reg. $69.95 . Ltd . Offer $49.95 

2. BODYGUARDING AND THE LAW 
#GUARD2 . Reg. $69.95 . Ltd. Offer $49.95 

3. TERRORIST THREAT TO BODYGUARD 
OPERATIONS 

#GUARD3 .. Reg . $69.95 . . Ltd. Offer $49.95 

4. BODYGUARD COMBAT SHOTGUN 
#GUARD4 ... Reg. $69.95 . Ltd. Offer $49.95 

5. BODYGUARD COMBAT PISTOL CRAFT 
#GUARDS ... Reg. $69.95 . Ltd . Offer $49.95 

6. BODYGUARD FIREARM WEAPONRY VOL. 1 
#GUARD6 ... Reg. $69.95 . Ltd. Offer $49.95 

7. BODYGUARD FIREARM WEAPONRY VOL. 2 
#GUARD7 ... Reg. $69.95 . Ltd . Offer $49.95 

8. BODYGUARD SURVIVAL 
#GUARDS ... Reg. $69.95 . Ltd . Offer $49.95 

9. BODYGUARD CLIENT PROTECTION VOL. 1 
#GUARD9 ... Reg. $69.95 . Ltd . Offer $49.95 

10. BODYGUARD CLIENT PROTECTIONVOL. 2 
#GUARD10 .. Reg. $69.95 . Ltd. Offer $49.95 

11. BODYGUARD SPECIAL PURPOSE 
NON-LETHAL WEAPONS VOL. 1 

#GUARD11 .. Reg . $69.95 . Ltd . Offer $49.95 

12. BODYGUARD SPECIAL PURPOSE 
NON-LETHAL WEAPONS VOL. 2 

#GUARD12 . Reg. $69.95 . Ltd . Offer $49.95 

13. BODYGUARD DETENTION, CONTROL, 
AND SEARCH TECHNIQUES 

#GUARD13 .. Reg . $69.95 . Ltd. Offer $49.95 

14. BODYGUARD SELF-DEFENSE 
#GUARD14 . Reg. $69.95 .. Ltd . Offer $49.95 

15. BODYGUARD WEAPON RETENTION 
& TAKEAWAY TECHNIQUES 

#GUARD15 .. Reg. $69.95 . . Ltd . Offer $49.95 

16. WOMEN IN BODYGUARDING 
#GUARD16 .. Reg . $69.95 . Ltd. Offer $49.95 

17. BODYGUARD AMBUSH COUNTER 
MEASURES VOL. 1 

#GUARD17 .. Reg. $69.95 . Ltd. Offer $49.95 

18. BODYGUARD AMBUSH COUNTER 
MEASURES VOL. 2 

#GUARD18 .. Reg. $69.95 . Ltd . Offer $49.95 

19. BODYGUARD MENTAL & 
PHYSICAL FITNESS 

#GUARD19 .. Reg. $69.95 . . Ltd . Offer $49.95 

20. BOMB THREATS TO VEHICLES & 
BODYGUARD PERSONNEL 

#GUARD20 . . Reg. $69.95 : Ltd. Offer $49.95 

21 . BODYGUARD PERSPECTIVES 
& REFLECTIONS 

#GUARD21 .. Reg. $69.95 . Ltd . Offer $49.95 

22. BODYGUARD WEAPONS CARE 
& MAINTENANCE 

#GUARD22 .. Reg. $69.95 . Ltd . Offer $49.95 

23. BODYGUARD TRAUMA CARE 
#GUARD23 . Reg. $69.95 . Ltd . Offer $49.95 

24. BODYGUARD OPERATIONS 
#GUARD24 . . Reg. $69.95 . Ltd. Offer $49.95 

25. BODYGUARD EXAM REVIEW 
#GUARD25 . . Reg. $69.95 . Ltd. Offer $49.95 

* BODYGUARD SPECIAL! 
ORDER ALL 25 TAPES PAY FOR 
ONLY 16! GET 9 FREE! YOU SAVE 
$450.00. SEND ONLY $874 , IN­
CLUDES SHIPPING. 

* FOR INFO ON THE M.A.S.S., INC. 
SCHOOL , CONTACT WILLIAM 
UNGERMAN AT 1-714-547-2566. 

AUTHENTIC 
NINJUTSU 

BY ROBERT BUSSEY 

1. NINJA COMBAT 
TACTICS VOL. 1 

Includes all the fundamentals ol Nin­
jutsu. Stretching, conditioning, break 
falls. kicks. punches. obstacle course 
and more. #NJA-1 
60 min. Limited Offer $49.95 

2. NINJA COMBAT 
· TACTICS VOL. 2 

Teaches stealth (an of invisibility). un­
derwater evasion. trap construction. 
camouflage techniques and more. 
#NJA-2 
60 min. Limited Offer $49.95 

3. NINJA COMBAT 
TACTICS VOL. 3 

GREEN BERETS 
SPECIAL FORCES 
COMBATIVES 

HIGH RANKING ARMY GREEN BERET, BLACK BELT, 
AND VIETNAM VETERAN, JIM WEBB, TEACHES YOU 
THE NO-NONSENSE FIGHTING TECHNIQUES OF 
AMERICA'S ELITE MILITARY FIGHTING CORPS. 

1. CLOSE QUARTER FIGHTING 
VOL.1 

Numerous Hand to Hand Techniques designed to drop 
an attacker in his tracks. 
#SF-A . . . 60 min. Only $49.95 

2. CLOSE QUARTER FIGHTING 
VOL. 2 

Teaches realistic Military Techniques used against Gun 
and Knife Wielding Attackers. 
#SF-B . . .. 60 min. Only $49.95 

3. SENTRY NEUTRALIZATION 
Green Beret Stealthing and Killing Techniques for Tak­
ing out Enemy Guards and Sentrys. 
#SF-C ........... 60 min. Only $49.95 

4. SPECIAL FORCES EXERCISE 
AND CONDITIONING WORKOUT 

The Complete Tough Special Forces, VYorkout Reg ime 
for Building Todays tv'todern Warrior. 
#SF-D .......... . 60 min. Only $49.95 

5. INSIDE THE SPECIAL FORCES 
Jim ~bb candidly ta lks about the Military's Approach 
to Combat. what it takes to become a Green Beret. his 
experience as an Interrogator in Vietnam and more. 
#SF-E ........... 60 min. . . Only $49.95 

Teaches over 100 dynamic Ninjutsu *SPECIAL FORCES SPECIAL! 
hand to hand fighting techniques. A ORDER ALL 5 TAPES, PAY FOR 
must for everyone. #NJA-7 ONLY 3, GET 2 FREEi. YOU SAVE 
60 min. Limited Offer $49.95 
4. NINJA WEAPONS $100.00! SEND ONLY $165.00, IN-

TACTICS VOL. 1 CLUDES SHIPPING. 

WHEN PEOPLE ARE IN TROUBLE 
THEY CALL THE POLICE; WHEN 
THE POLICE ARE IN TROUBLE, 
THEY CALL S.W.A.1: LEARN THE 
SURVIVAL SKILLS OF LAW EN­
FORCEMENTS ELITE! EACH DY­
NAMIC VIDEO APPROXIMATELY 
60 MIN. OR LONGER fN LENGTH. 

1. SWAT SELECTION, 
ORGANIZATION AND 
IMPLEMENTATION 

#SWAT 1 . ....... Reg. $89.95 
Limited Offer $49.95 

2. SWAT ESSENT IAL 
EQUIPMENT NEEDS 

#SWAT 2 .... . ... Reg. $89.95 
Limited Offer $49.95 

3. SWAT INITIAL RESPONSE 
TO TACTICAL INCIDENTS 

#SWAT 3 . . . . . . . Reg. $89.95 
Limited Offer $49.95 

4. SWAT NIGHT COMBAT 
#SWAT 4 ........ Reg. $89.95 

Limited Offer $49.95 
5. SWAT BUILDING AS­

SAULT, ENTRY 
& CLEARING 

Teaches the lethal techniques ol the 1--K•N-IF•E-F.IG•H•T•l•N•G---------t 
Hanbo (4' staff) Bo (6° staff) and 
Yawara (Palm Stick) . #NJA-J Most valuable tape on knife fighting ever witnes-

#SWAT 5 . . . ..... Reg. $89.g5 
Limited Offer $49.95 

6. SWAT COUNTER­
SNIPER TECHNIQUES 60 min. Limited Offer $49.95 :~~~~~~~~.d;~~~~::.ii~ess'~1:~~·=~ 

5. ·NINJA WEAPONS =~~-~ore. 60 min Reg. $69.9!. Limited otter $49.tt 
TACTICS VOL 2 

Teaches the Tekagi (tiger claws) 
Shuriken (throwing stars). and Nini• 
Blow Gun. #NJA-4 
60 min. Limited Offer $49.95 

6. NINJA WEAPONS 
TACTICS VOL. 3 

Teaches the deadly Ninja Sword. 
Fighting Ninja Net. and Survival 
Rope Climbing techniques. #NJA-5 
60 min. . . . . . . Limited Offer $49.95 

7. NINJA WEAPONS 
TACTICS VOL. 4 

Teaches Ninjutsu Knife Fighting tech­
niques and defMses aQainst gun 
attacks. #NJA-6 Only $49.95 

8. NINJA MAN EXCLUSIVE 
VIDEO INTERVIEW 

Meet World renowned Ninjutsu Mas­
ter Roben Bussey up close in th is 
exclusive video interview_ #NJA-8 
60 min. Limited Offer $49.95 

FILIPINO STICK FIGHTING 
Teaches how to master the 3' stick as a highly 
effect ive weapon of self~efense . Also Includes 
advanced double stick technk:luea and more. 
#PV-F 60 min Reg. $69,9!. Limi ted otter $49.'» 

HAPKIDO CANE TECHNIQUES 
The Korean art of Hapkido specializes in the 
fighting cane. Tape teaches how to use a walking 
cane as a deadly self~efense weapon. 
#HAP-G 60 min Reg . $69." Limited offer $49." 

*AIRBORNE* 
PARACHUTE COURSE 

1. PARACHUTE GROUND TRAINING 
Ground training to include classroom, mal­
functions, hanging harness, PLF's, drag drill, 
P.T., and more. 
#AIR-1 . .. 60 min ... . Limited Offer $9.95 

2. PARACHUTE AIRPLANE JUMP 
po..----------~ Jump commands, Jumpmaster briefings and 
* NINJA SPECIALI ORDER ALL 8 
TAPES, PAY FOR ONLY 5, GET 3 FREE! 
YOU SAVE $150.00! SEND ONLY 
$274.00 INCLUDES SHIPPING. 

VIPER VIDEO 
104 E. AVE. JUNIPERO 
SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 

DESCRIPTION & ORDER NO. 

inspections. In-flight to DZ, The Jump, Prop 
Blast ceremony and graduation. 
#AIR-2 ... 60 min. . . . Limited Offer $9.95 ---------CREDIT CARDS ORDER TOLL FREE 

1-800-332-4442; 24 HRS. A DAY 
7 DAYS A WEEK. 1-n4-498-n65 
SEND FOR FREE CATALOG 

OVER 250 VIDEO TITLES SOF '88 

VHS BETA PAL PRICE 

Add $3."' ea. Tape S&H 

TOTAL 

#SWAT 6 ... . . . .. Reg. $89.95 
Limited Offer $49.95 

7. SWAT COMBAT IN 
BUILT-UP AREAS 

#SWAT 7 . . . .... . Reg. $89.95 
Limited Offer $49.95 

8. SWAT HANDGUNS 
AND SHOTGUNS 

#SWAT 8 .... . . .. Reg. $89.95 
Limited Offer $49.95 

9. SWAT ASSAULT RIFLES 
& AUTO WEAPONS 

#SWAT g ........ Reg. $89.95 
Limited Offer $49.95 

10. SWAT PHYSICAL 
CONDITIONING 

#SWAT 10 .. . ... Reg. $89.g5 
Limited Offer $49.95 

11. SWAT MARTIAL ARTS & 
COMBATIVES TRAINING 

#SWAT 11 . ... . .. Reg. $89.95 
Limited Offer $49.95 

12. SWAT HOSTAGE 
NEGOTIATION UNIT 

#SWAT 12 ....... Reg. $89.95 
Limited Offer $49.95 

13. SWAT TACTICAL 
RAPELUNG I #SWAT 13 .... . .. Reg. $89.95 

Limited Offer $49.95 f 14. SWAT COMBAT 
SURVIVAL 

I . . 
I 

I 
I 

I 

#SWAT 14 . ...... Reg. $89.95 
Limited Offer $49.95 

15. SWAT TRAINING TO WIN 
ftSWAT 15 .. . .. . . Reg. $89.95 

Lim ited Offer $49.95 
16. SWAT TEAM 

OPERATIONS 

PAYMENT 0 CHECK OMO OVISA DAMEX OMC OCASH i----1 
#SWAT 16 .. ... . Reg. $89.95 

Limited Offer $49.95 

NAME: (PRINT) I VIPER ------------1 VIDEO 
STREET: ------------------- SAVINGS 

CITY: --------------------1 COUPON 

I 17. SWAT FINAL EXAM 
PREPARATION & TEST 

I REVIEW 
#SWAT 17 .. ... . ... Reg. $89.95 

Limited Offer $49.95 STATE: ______________ ZIP: ----1 $10.00 
Off AJIY 110£0 

PHONE. I VALUED AT 149 " I * SWAT SPECIAL! 
CREDIT CARD No: ---------------1 DRo•Hr1GPH££RR .r~!1r I ORDER A LL 17 TAPES PAY 
EXPIRATION DATE: " "" 

DOES NOT APPLY FOR ONLY 11, GET 6 FREE! 
•US Currency Only• NO COD's• CHECKS HELD UNTIL CLEARED ) TO OTllER OffUS. , YOU SAVE $300! SEND ONLY 
OUTSIDE US MUST TRIPLE SHIPPING COSTS L____ $594.00 INCLUDES SHIPPING. 

L-----------------.L... - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ____________ _. 



And it's affordable. 
One look tells you the new TEC-22 

Scorpion is hot. Dramatic. Innovative. 
But its best feature may be the one 
you don't see. 

The price tag. 
Designed and built with compute rs 

and space-age mate rials, the Scorpion 
offe rs the latest technology in a pisto l 
that's amazingly inexpensive to own 
and operate. 

Complete with its own, hard plastic 
carrying case for handy sto rage and 
travel , the Scorpion is light and com­
pact, easy to carry and maneuver. 

And full of features- only 3 compo­
nent parts, a 30 round magazine that 
can be "jungle clipped" to 60, ambi­
dextrous safety and operating lever, 
storage grip. 

• ... (fntratec) mtikes a gun tbq.t 
doesn't cost an arm and a leg, yetjunc­
ticms tdth impecaible reliability. " 

. -Jerry Ahem, 
Petersen s Handguns 

AN/ PVS-4 FEATURES: 
• 25mm Second Generation Intensifier • Muzzle Flash Protection. 
ABC & Manual Gain Control • Adj. Illuminated Reticle w/Cell to 
Match .223 or .308 • 4x Optical System • "AA Battery Adapter 
• Detachable Eyepiece - adapt to photo or Video Camera 
• Mounting Systems Avai lable (P.0 .R.) 

INCLUDES: 

The TEC-22 Scorpion is fun and 
affordable. 

And hot. 
See the Scorpion at your local 

deale r today. 

Look for our rugged and affordable 
TEC-9 series. 

t·l)INTRATECI 
12405 S.W. 130th St. 
Miami , Florida 33186 

• Night Sight w/Daylight Cover • Securing Knob to hold on AR 15/ 
M 16 • "AA" Battery Adapter • Lens Cleaning Kit • Heavy Field 
Carrying Bag • Storage Case • Pocket Manual $3750.00 $4500.00 

New W /Recond. Send $4.00 for comprehen.siue 
Ca talogs of our S TANO Devices. CALL OR WRITE, 

Intensifier 
NewW/New 

Intensifier 

Surveillance Target Acquisition Night Observation Components 
P.O. BOX 6274 - SAN BERNARDINO. CALIFORNIA 92412 USA 

(714) 882-5789 I (7 14) 883-2728 I FAX (7 14) 883320 1 
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large-capacity, 13-round magazine, 
its continued availability remains 
assured by licensed production by 
foreign concerns such as Argentina's 
state-owned military complex, 
Direccion General de Fabricaciones 
Militares (DGFM). 

Their version features a finish of 
baked enamel over phosphate and 
black plastic grip panels. The fixed 
sights consist of a rounded front 
blade and an open square-notch 
rear sight. Trigger pull weight on our 
test specimen was a fairly crisp 
seven pounds. 

Construction and operation of this 
locked-breech, short-recoil operated 
Argentine High Power are identical 
to those produced in Belgium. 
Unlike Browning's M1911 Colt 
design, there is no pivoting link 
under the High Power's barrel. 
Instead, a more substantial lug on 
the barrel's underside has been cut 
with a forward and upward sloping 
camway. As the barrel and slide 
travel rearward in recoil , this "barrel 
nose" strikes a cam in the frame that 
unlocks it from the slide and 
terminates its forward movement. 

To avoid metal fatigue in the 
barrel lug, the forward contour of the 
cam slot was squared off to direct 
recoiling forces up and into the barrel 
itself. This early pre-World War II 
modification has been retained in the 
Argentine version. A series of 
cost-effective alterations introduced 
by FN, principal of which was a 
visible extractor with roll pin and 
spring, have also been incorporated 
into the DGFM High Power. 

Magazines do not drop freely from 
the frame when the magazine 
release button is depressed. That the 
feed ramp needs a bit of polishing, 
and the trigger exhibits minor 
backlash are the only small 
criticisms, and ones easily corrected 
by any competent pistolsmith. 

With a suggested retail of only 
$450, complete with one magazine, 
the Argentine High Power delivers 
FN quality for a Latin price. 

Contact Armscorp of America, 
Inc., Dept. SOF, 4424 John Avenue, 
Baltimore, MD 21227; phone (301) 
247-6200. ~ 
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You don't have to be in the 
service to appreciate a good boot. 

But it helps. 
Thirty-mile forced 

marches, maneuvers 
in Alaska-it's 

familiar territory 
to a company 

that began outfitting loggers and 
trappers 54 years ago. 

So we weren't surprised 
to hear a while back that some 
lieutenants from Fort Lewis were 
buying our boots and dyeing them. 

"Why don't you make 
these in black?" they asked. 
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: 

Our 1000 denier Cordura~ nylon insets have ten limes the 
tensile strength of leather. And less than half the weight. 

·-
That sounded like an order 

to us, so we had our full-grain 
~~ leather tanned 

black inside and 
out (that way it 
doesn't show 
white at the 

0ne/irefif?hter seams), cut it 
saicl our Thinsulate insulation tw · Ches taller 
was so good he couldn 'Itel/ bis 0 lll 
bootswereonjire. at the top (so you 
can tuck your pants in), and added 
D-rings (for dress wear). 

And now we' re even taking 
orders from raw recruits. All over 

- the country. 
But you're not 

the only people who 
work with your feet. 

Think of the police. 
Firefighters. 

Letter carriers. 
We did, and 

ones wbo invente waterproof ~ 
Gore-'fexTM liner seven years ago. we now ouer 
the full range of service footwear, 
including the only walking shoes 
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p 

with components proportioned to 
size. And with heel wedges designed 
to disperse shock. 

No matter what you 
do, call Danner for the 
boots and shoes 

to do it in.Because chances are its not 
your feet that are killing 
you. Chances are it's the 
other way around. 

Call us for a 
free brochure or 

the name of your nearest 
Danner dealer. 

1-800-345-0430. 
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WEAPONS AND TACTICS OF 
THE SOVIET ARMY. By David C. 
Isby. Jane's Publishing Company, 
Dept. SOF, 115 5th Avenue, New 
York, NY 10003. 1988. 516 
pages. $45.00. Review by G.B. 
Crouse. 

DAVID Isby's Weapons and Tac­
tics of the Soviet Army, first pub­
lished in 1980, is the recognized source 
on all things related to the Soviet army. 
However, recent political events, the 

MACCAT. By Alex McColl. Sol­
dier of Fortune Magazine Adven­
ture Books, published by Tor 
Books, Dept. SOF, 49 W. 24th 
St., New York, NY 10010. 1988. 
Paperback. $3.95 (plus $1.00 
postage and handling). Review by 
Major General John K. Singlaub, 
U.S.A. (Ret.) 

HOW do you write an unclassified 
account of something as sensitive and 
secret as the Studies and Observations 
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war in Afghanistan, and the develop­
ment of new weapon systems and 
technologies have all led to changes in 
the Red Army in the last eight years. 
Accordingly Isby, who follows these 
events closely, has thoroughly revised 
and updated his book for its 1988 
edition. 

Isby, author of Jane's Armies of 
NATO's Central Front, Russia's War in 
Afghanistan and Ten Million Bayonets, 
is an acknowledged expert on Soviet 
military affairs, has served as a legisla­
tive assistant on Capitol Hill and as an 
adviser on defense and foreign affairs 
in Washington, and has contributed 
countless articles on the Soviet military 
and the war in Afghanistan to Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine, Jane's Defence 
Weekly and other professional military 
publications. 

Recogizing the interrelationship that 
exists between weapons and their us­
ers, Isby covers both in depth - start-

Group of Military Assistance Com­
mand Vietnam? You do what Colonel 
Alex McColl has done. You write a 
novel, about a fictitious Major Charlie 
Hamilton in a fictitious organization 
called MACV Concept Analysis T earn 
(MACCAT) for short. You switch 
around the names and places, reshuf­
fle the organizational diagram, leave 
out mention of the really sensitive acti­
vities and try to keep in the color and 
flavor of what was going on by por­
traying typcial incidents and episodes 
in the exciting and sometimes bizarre 
life that we led. 

For former SOG soldiers, MAC CAT 
will bring back vivid memories of 
adventures so strange that you some­
times wonder whether they really hap­
pened, even though you were there in 
the middle of them. For everyone else, 
here at last is a series of vivid and accu­
rate portrayals of a few of our diverse 
activities, ranging from tough straight­
forward infantry battles, through stealthy 
recon patrols, to the Byzantine intrica­
cies of what went on in that strange 
grey area where politics, combat op­
erations and secret intelligence over­
lapped. 

McColl knows what he's talking 
about. He served under me as a major 
in OP-35 of SOG for a good part of 
1968. OP-35 was the outfit that ran the 
cross-border operations into Laos and 
Cambodia. McColl was involved, 
among other things, in setting up the 

ing with assault rifles and infantry 
squads and progressing up through 
armored fighting vehicles and offen­
sive tank tactics. Nothing in between is 
omitted. Artillery , air defense 
weapons , nuclear, biological and 
chemical weapons, helicopters, infan­
try combat vehicles, signals and elec­
tronic gear and combat support vehi­
cles all receive their own chapters. 

Elite organizations such as recon­
naissance, airborne, air assault and 
special operations forces and their 
unique equipment are all dealt with in 
great detail, as are Soviet tactics in the 
Third World and Afghanistan. In short, 
nothing is left out, and although Gor­
bachev's announced reductions of 
500,000 troops and 10,000 tanks are 
too recent to have been considered, 
Isby' s book remains the most accurate, 
complete and authoritative guide 
available on the Soviet military 
machine. 

Captain Alex McColl, while serving 
as a District Senior Adviser, 
Republic of Vietnam, 1967. McColl 
was later promoted to major and 
assigned to MACV-SOG. Involved 
with Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
since its inception, McColl joined 
the staff in July 1982 and currently 
serves as Special Projects Director. 
Photo: Alex McColl 

recon team leaders' school at Long 
Thanh, in a project that planted 
booby-trapped ammunition into enemy 
supply caches, and in putting wire taps 
on enemy telephone lines in Laos. He 
also served as District Senior Adviser in 
one of the less desirable corners of II 
Corps; which was the subject of his 
previous novel, "Valley of Peril." .. 

McColl's experience has enabled 
him to produce a book that rates rather 
well <lbove average as a lively and 
readable adventure story. ~ 
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QTY. ITEM NO. 

Please include $1 . 75 for the fi rst 
item ordered - include 75¢ for 
each additional item for postage 
and handling. Overseas orders 
add 30%. Please allow 4-6 weeks 
for delivery. 

#2004 SOF Black Ball Cap with Scrambled Eggs. $9.95 
#2020 SOF Silver Ball Cap with Oak Leal Cluster -

your favorite pin or award fills the center. $9.95 
#2021 SOF White Ball Cap with Oak Leal Cluster. $9.95 
#7130 SOF Leather Coasters (set of 4). $5.95 
#7120 SOF Stein - Clear glass with red SOF logo. Holds 12 ozs. $7.50 
#7100 SOF Shot Glass - Clear glass with red logo. Holds 4 ozs. $4.95 
#7090 SOF Can Wrap - Black wrap with logo In white. $4.95 
#5005 SOF Sports Bag - Black with SOF logo. Large size - custom made. $24.95 
#5007 SOF Urban Recon Pack - Grey with black straps. This pack is insulated 

and will keep your favorite beverage cold. (Not for use with ice.) $9.95 
#5006 SOF Sports Bag - Large custom made In grey with black straps. $24.95 
#7051 SOF Tie - Navy blue with SOF logo in red. $12.50 
#1515 SOF World Tour Jacket - Black Satin Jacket with SOF World Tour logo in yellow. 

Sizes s, m, I, xi $49.95 
Size xxl $51 .95 

SIZE AMOUNT 

SUB TOTAL 

Postage & Handling 

3.6% Sales Tax 
(Colo. res.) 

TOTAL 

SOF EXCHANGE 

Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 

We accept lelephone orders on MasterCard and VISA - call toll-free 
1-800-323-1776, operator 131. 

PAYMENT: 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 CHECK ENCLOSED 

CARD#----------------------
EXPIRATION DATE _________________ _ 
NAME ______________________ _ 

ADDRESS·----------------------
CITY _____________ STATE __ z1p __ ~3~1a=9 

For customer service calls, dial (303) 449-3750. 



SIUNGUNS Use Coupon 
Below or 

Call TOLL FREE 

1-800 
.-.-~ 

ll}'< QUARDIAN Security Products 527-4434 4001 E. FaMol Phoenix AZ 85028 

ZAPPER 
STUN 
GUN 

50,000 volts of power! 
Th is quality stun gun will instantly 
"scramble" any assailant's nervous 
system causing immediate, but 
temporary paralysis! By simply 
touching your attacker anywhere, 
he will drop to the ground a helpless 
blob of "jelly.· Effective even 
through many layers of clothing. 
Operates on a regular 9-volt battery. 
Measures 6 x 2 x 3/4 inches. 

#A007 ......... $49.95 

X8000 
STUN 
GUN 

80,000 volts of power from a ~­
volt battery! This gun is the height 
of hi -tech know-how. Just touching 
an · assailant for one second will 
cause a loss of balance, loss of 
muscle control and a dazed 
condition. A 2 second jolt will have 
him on the ground completely 
immobilized. Measures 6 .9 x 2.4 x 
1.7 inches. Real awesome power! 

#SH23 ......... $79.95 

"IMMOBILIZER" 
STUN 

D~~ 
100,000 volts of stunning and 
immobilizing power! This non-lethal 
Stun Device is visually intimidating 
with its high intensity discharge 
affective up to 20 feet on most 
attackers. This unit is designed for 
law enforcement, guards, watchmen 
or anybody exposed to potentially 
hostile situations. This "Super Stun 
Gun" measures 12 x 1.5 inches. It 
uses 8 AA cell batteries with a 
recharge jack built in. A membrane 
switch is recessed for safety consid­
erations. This one is awesome! 

#AC1 ......... $119.95 

9-volt Battery and 
Charger Kit..$15.95 
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LIGHTNING 
ZAPPER 
STUN 
GUN 

This unique stun gun is similar to our. 
regular Zapper in a most enlighten­
ing way. In addition to the stopping 
power, it also delivers a burst of high 
intensity light directly into the 
attackers eyes. Chances are that his 
optic nerve will be so overdosed 
with excess light energy that he will 
not be able to see you let alone 
continue the attack. If he does, the 
"Lightning Zapper" delivers its 
painful bite, leaving him dazed and 
confused. 7 inches long. 

#AOOS ......... $59.95 

This is one of our most popular 
models. It features a unique curved 
handgrip. This design protects you 
from being attacked from behind . It 
has a full 50,000 volts of power. The 
state-of-the art micro-chip tech­
nology assures you against activator 
switch burn out and loss of voltage. 
The "Defender" is powered by a 
normal 9-volt alkaline battery or a 
rechargeable 9-volt. Comes with a 
handling strap. The "Defender" 
measures 6.5 x 2 x 3/4 inches. 

#WC1 .......... $54.95 

:,1r ~~1\111~1:iij~;~1:11.i ·. 
······••:·~~··~~J9~t~~·~~:iof.:e1~~~~~~i~l -~~lf-~i~~~·~B:J1~;··············· 

}tow DOES ITWORK? It pu!S _quta highvolta.geshciCk. / ··•·· > 
:Jolit:h it to a person ; goes througti clothing : ( ··.•.•-< )·•·· < · · 

·· .. WI-I~! Eff'EGI.OOES IT .liAVE? Stiort circuil!> .• the musd~< ... ··. 
system.•Wmri)9bilizesf9tseveral minutes. Will not cause ·•:• < · 

···•· pernfaneritharijl. /. > .) .. t .·<• < < >>· ·. < >• ·. 
{ HOW IS IT LEGAL? ·. No license or penmilrequired .. It can be ··• •. · •.. 
. u$ed ~s reasonabieforce to resist attack. You i:;an carry it > · 

cohtealed or riot : .• Some State & local laws may varv . . ( 
WHERE CA.NI KEEP IT?. Clips to a belt; Fits in a purse; Keeip . 

•·•••· one in your 9 r; ori.e in ~ourhouse; Carry in a·holster. · 

MINI 
·ZAPPER 
STUN 
GUN 

The smallest, lightest stun gun 
available. Th is gun weighs only a 
few ounces and measures less than 
4 inches, but it packs a full 50 ,000 
volts of biting, stunning power. New 
space age technology has enabled 
us to produce this full-strength stun 
gun in a small package about the 
size of a normal beeper. Comes 
with a handy belt clip . Uses a 9-volt 
battery. Measures 4 x 2.3 x 1.3. 

#SH1 .......... $59.95 

"FX" 
STUN 
GUN 

The advanced personal protector. 
The FX includes a loud, piercing 
personal alarm siren, a high intensity 
strobe light AND 50,000 volts of non­
lethal stopping power. It is powered 
by one alkaline 9-volt battery or a 
rechargeable battery. The FX 
measures 7 .5 inches long by 2.5 
inches wide. Protect yourself 
against rape, murder, or assault with 
the new space-age "FX" stun gun . 

BT1 ............ $79.95 

I Dealer Inquiries Invited! Ordering Information: 
By Mail: Use coupon below or separate sheet. Include check, money 
order or credit card information. 
By. Phone: Call 1-800-527-4434. Have all product and credit card 
information ready. Arizona residents call 1-602-371-1023 Hours 9 AM 
to 5 PM MST Monday-Friday. Sorry, no COD orders accepted. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed! 
We accept VISA, MASTERCARD or AMERICAN EXPRESS 

NOVA 
XRSOOO 
STUN 
GUN rG~~;~s;~~yP~~ci~~~~~-, 

4001 East Fanfol • Phoenix, AZ 85028 I 
100% American made and used by 
hundreds of police departments 
around the world, the Nova will 
instantly "scramble" an attacker's 
nervous system causing immediate 
but temporary paralysis. The faster 
pulse rate assures instant dropping 
power. Requires a 9-volt Ni -Cad 
batte ry and charger. Measures 6.25 
x 2.24 x 1 inches. 

#NV1 .......... $69.95 

Qty. Number Description 

Charge my: 0 MasterCard 0 Visa 0 Amex 

Credit Card Number 

Expiration lliite 

D Check Enclosed 0 Money Order 

SubTotal 

S hipping 

Tax 

Total 

Price 

$3 .50 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Name ______________________ I 
Address _____________________ , 

City State ___ Zip J ------------------SOLDIER OF FORTUNll 21 



WITH BRITISH SNIPERS TO THE REICH 

MAKE 'EM PAY 
Ultimate Revenge Techniques from 

the Masler Trickster 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man in the 

-=~,.,,,,~21"1=-I world and author of the infamous Get 
Even brings you more dirty tricks, 
schemes. scams and stunts. Getting 
back at a landlord, p61itician, sales­
man, utility, restaurant, or super­
market is a cinch with over 130 
creatively nasty techniques. For 

••1!8':~_...J entertainment purposes only! 5'h x 
av,, hardcover. 224 pp. 517.95 

HOW TO FIND ANYONE 
"" ANYWHERE 

'""' tu •ii<t.> by Ralph D. Thoma. 
\'.'l.\'IJ'\K ,~ '-''' llt-.K I', Here is a vir"tual encyclopedia on the 

;:c: ,,, topic of skip tracing. Learn how to 
1!.~lt::,:tn,:~8t.~~~~;~~ quickly rnake national sweeps for 

.. ·•· · · data, design and execute pretexts 
that work. get the la test equipment 
and much more. This is the material 
that can make or break your investi­
gations. 8 112 x 11, sollcover. 61 pp. 

----------- $19.95 

. DON_l~T.EC-O~I:, 

PUT "EM DOWN. 
TAKE 'EM OClTI 

PUT 'EM DOWN, TAKE 'EM O UT! 
Knife Fighting Techniques 

from Folsom Prison 
by Don Pemecosr 

Anyone. including you. can be the 
subject ol a knife attack. Maximize 
your chances !or survival by learn mg 
realistic aspects of knife attack and 
defense. These deadly techniques 
were developed in the violence of 

Knife F1ghting Folsom Prison and go far beyond 
rechnlques from what you learn in karate class. 

.__F .. o.-ts-.om....,P._r'"'1so'"n'--_. 51.$ x 8 'h. softcover. 50 photos. 

Catching 
Spies 

64 pp. SS.OD 

CATCHING SPIES 
. Principles and Practice 

of Counterespionage 
by H. H.A. Cooper am/ 
Lawrence }. Red linger 

What the public hears about the 
world of espionage is only the tip of 
the iceberg. What goes on under the 
surface? Who are these spy.catch­
ers? Who are their prey? This in­
depth look discusses spy mania. 
backgrounding, moles and U.S. ef­
fectiveness in the War of Spies. 5112 x 
av,, hardcover. 40S pp. $24.95 

GET EVEN: 
The Comple te Book o f Dirt y Trick.., 
A h1lanous overview of the melhods 
people use to get even wi th big bus1-
ne55. governmenl and enemies 
More soph1s11ca lP.d and involved 
lncks are 1r.cluded. such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mrif1a members 
and pohlical dirty tncksters Ove1 80 
sections presenl dirty tncksranging 
from the simple to the elaborate For 
entertammenl only! 5 1/:. x 811~ . hard­
cover. t92 pp $17.95 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED! 
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by Captain C. Shore 
Foreword by Peter R. Senich 

One of the great books on military shooting, With British Snipers to the Reich focuses on 
the individual British sniper-his techniques and weapons. Written by a man who was an 
officer and sniper instructor in the Brit ish Army of the Rhine during the advance through 
Europe in 1944-45, it contains fascinating bits of information that only a man who has 
stalked an enemy in combat could know. Shore also includes firsthand observations on 
the foreign weapons they encountered, hostile and friendly, as well as comments on the 
sniping efforts of several of the major combatants in the war. With chapters such as 
History of British Sniping, German Weapon Train ing and How a Sniper Was Made, th is 
long out-of-print book will please both the shooter and the mil itary historian. 5Y2 x BY,, 
hardcover, photos, 400+ pp. $24.95 

KICKASS! 

CHEAP SHOTS, AMBUSHES, AND 
OTHER LESSONS: A Down and Dirty 
Book on Slreetfighting and Survival 

by Marc "Animal" MacYoung 
Streetflghting is a down and dirty 
topic. and the author. an ex-street­
flghter. shares his hard-learned les­
sons here. Want to know how to 
recognize a mugging setup? How to 
avoid getting sucker punched? It's 
all here. as wel l as tips on bullies. 
weapons. martial arts vs. streetfight­
ing and more. 5'h x 8112, soflcover. 
photos. 264 pp. S15.00 

KICKASS! 
More Mayhem from 
the Master of Malice 
by George Hayduke 

Just when you thought it was safe to 
turn the other cheek, Hayduke and 
his pals return with their own twisted 
version of the Golden Rule: Do unto 
olhers before they do unto you! 
Kickass! is intended for entertain­
ment purposes only. 51h x 8V2, 

..__. ____ _, hardcover, over 200 pp. $17.95 

SPEC I Al 
FORGES 

HANDBOOK 

SPECIAL FORCES HANDBOOK 
Covers such topics as guerrilla tac­
tics and the composition of opera­
tional detachments; demoli tion 
techniques, such as cratering. rail 
cuts, and improvised incendiaries: 
unconventional warfare: guerrilla 
forces' missions: air operations: 
weapons: communications: first -aid 
techniques and survival skills. 4114 x 
6, soltcover. illus .. 216 pp. SS.DO 

HOW TO GET ANYTHI NG 
ON ANYBODY 
by Lee lapin 

Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi­
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick tech­
nology, how polygraphs and voice 
lie detectors can be tricked and 
much more, including more than 
100 sources !or equipment and 
superspy systems. 81h x 11. sofl­
cover, illus .. 264 pp. S30.00 

ACTION CAREERS 
Employment in the High-Risk 

Job Market 
IJy Ragnar Ben.\Ofl 

The woods are full of people who 
wish they had taken a shot at adven­
ture when lhey had the chance. But 
it's not too late. Adventurer Ragnar 
Benson details 24 action-packed 
careers. mcluding Pl. bounty hunter. 
stunt man. gunrunner and rodeo 
cowboy. and how to break into them. 

~-------' 5\? x 8\?. hardcover. 360 pp. $19.95 

-WANTED-
ORIGINAL MANUSCRIPTS ON MARTIAL ARTS, 
SURVIVAL, MILITARY SCIENCE. WEAPONRY. 
REVENGE AND OTHER RELATED SUBJECTS. 
SEND A COPY OF THE MANUSCRIPT TO 
PALADIN PRESS, P.O. BOX 1307, BOULDER, 
COLORADO 80306. 

THE 

LE~J~,-·~ .. 
_) " 

J ..... ;,, , ... ., 

US .HMl UlCUl fOM:U 
lllUllCl.LMUOIOOI 

THE LEWIS GUN 
by }. David Truby 

Now in its second edition. this well ­
researched pictorial history chroni­
cles one of the earliest and greatest 
light machine guns. Combat scenes 
realis tically depict the horror 
wrought by Lewis' "Military Mower," 
which saw action in both world 
wars. Of special interest are the 
more than 70 photos of aircraft with 
Lewis guns mounted on them. 8112 x 
11 , hardcover, photos. 216 pp. 

$29.95 

U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

Paladin's brand-new update of this 
classic best~seller gives you the info 
you need to stay alive and stay well 
in the l ield- 600 pages show how to 
treat all kinds of diseases and injur· 
ies. In a new compact format. this 
book gives you !he knowledge that 
makes the Special Forces medic so 
valuable. 4 'h x 7%. weatherproof 

______ _. soltcover. illus .. 608 pp. $19.95 

';'MAKE ·, .. 
MY DAY! 

MAKE MY DAY! 
Hayduke's Best Revenge Techniques 

for the Punks in Your Life 
by George Hayduke 

j\~:;~~~~7't~\:~-~ ~~:rd~~t~ \~i~a~~-~~~ ~a~a~~~~~~~ 
~~..:." -,,.. busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 

...,~ ·~ from readers who rallied to George's 
/ ~ ' . stirring cry ("Do unto others before 

they get unto you") fill this antic 
anlhology that will amaze and amuse 

..., <>t:gAGi< 11",·iM.1Kil: you. Make My Day! is intended for 
._ ______ entertainment purposes only. SV1 x 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

--~ 

8'12, hardcover. 224 pp. $17.95 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the field 
cl military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip­
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered. as 
are SEAL weapons. communica­
tions, driving, infiltration and exfiltra­
tion. survival. and more. 8V2 x 11 , 
sollcover. photos, illus., 240 pp. ..._ _____ ___, $14.95 

MODERN SNIPER RI FLES 
~ by Duncan Long 

This on-depth look at today's sniper 

·A~od\•n iiSnip1.;'i; 
1m1y;\\ ., ·,, 

rifles covers all aspects of their per· 
formance capabilit ies. Weapons 
expert Duncan Long evaluates .22 
LR, single-shot. bolt·aclion. semi-
auto and large-caliber rifles, as well 

. . ~ as the scopes. ammunition and ac­
~·~ cessories that will maximize their 

~ sniping potential. 81h x 11 , softcover. 
._ _____ _. illus .. photos. over 100 pp. $16.95 
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 

ESPIONAGE & INVESTIGATIONS 
WIRETAPPING ANO ELECTRONIC 

SURVEILLANCE .. .. . .. .... ...... .............. . $10.95 
COVERT SURVEILLANCE & ELECTRONIC 

PENETRATION . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.95 
HOW TD AVOID ELECTRONIC EAVESDROPPING AND 

PRIVACY INVASION . . . . .. $12.95 
HOW TD FIND MISSING PERSONS: A HANDBOOK FDR 

INVESTIGATORS. . .. S 9.95 
MAKING SPIES: A TALENT SPOTTER'S 

HANDBOOK .......... ......................... . $19.95 
UNDERCOVER WORK: A COMPLETE HANDBOOK .. S 9.95 
FINDER'S FEE: THE SKIP TRACER'S TEXT . . ........ $19.95 
YOU CAN FINO ANYONE' .......................... $11.95 
DEA CLASSIFIED INTELLIGENCE REPORTS: IN-

SIDE SECRETS OF THE SMUGGLING TRADE ..... $15.00 
SPYGAME: WINNING THROUGH SUPER 

TECHNOLOGY. . . $30.00 

ACTION CAREERS 
THE RESCUERS: THE WORLD'S TOP 

ANTI-TERRORIST UNITS ........................ $19.95 
SABERTDDTH: THE RIP-ROARING ADVENTURES 

OF A LEGENDARY GAME WARDEN . . . $19.95 
CAREERS IN SECRET OPERATIONS: HOW TD BE A 

FEDERAL INTELLIGENCE OFFICER .............. S 8.95 
DETECTIVE'S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION TRAINING 

MANUAL . . ........ $14.95 
KEEP 'EM ALIVE: THE BODYGUARD'S TRADE . ..... . $10.00 
DEAD CLIENTS DON'T PAY: THE BODYGUARD'S 

MANUAL . . $12.00 
BOUNTY HUNTER . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $12.00 
OBTAINING YOUR PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR'S 

LICENSE .... ............ ........ S 8.00 
ACTION CAREERS: EMPLOYMENT IN THE HIGH-RISK 

JOB MARKET .............. . . $19.95 
BOOYGUARDING: A COMPLETE MANUAL .. $14.95 

WEAPONS 
THE AR-15/M16: A PRACTICAL GUIDE. . $16.95 
MODERN BALLISTIC ARMOR: CLOTHING. BOMB 

BLANKETS, SHIELDS. VEHICLE PROTECTION . 
EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO KNOW .... ......... S 8.00 

SELECT FIRE 10/22.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $10.00 
STREETSWEEPERS: THE COMPLETE BOOK OF 

COMBAT SHOTGUNS . .. ......... ... ............ $17.95 
FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL . . $16.95 
THE MINl-14: THE PLINKER. HUNTER. ASSAULT. 

AND EVERYTHING ELSE RIFLE . . . . $10.00 
THE M9 9MM SEMIAUTD PISTOL: 

DP.ERATOR'S MANUAL . . . S 6.00 
COMBAT AMMUNITION: EVERYTHING YOU NEED 

TD KNOW ... 519.95 
THE GOG REPORTS: EXOTIC AND COVERT 

WEAPONS. . ............ . ..... $15.00 
THE COMBAT SHOTGUN AND SUBMACHINE GUN: 

A SPECIAL WEAPONS ANALYSIS . . .... $16.95 
SURVIVAL GUNS ....... . . ... $14.95 

KNIVES & KNIFE FIGHTING 
SURVIVAUFIGHTING KNIVES ...................... 514.00 
WARRIOR'S GUIDE TD KNIFE FIGHTING . . . . $12.95 
COLD STEEL . . .......... $16.95 
COMMANDO DAGGER: THE COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED 

HISTORY OF THE FAIRBAIRN-SYKES FIGHTING 
KNIFE . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $29.95 

BLOODY IRON .. . .. $10.00 
BLADE MASTER: ADVANCED SURVIVAL SKILLS FDR 

THE KNIFE FIGHTER ............................ $10.00 
THE COMPLETE 8LADESMITH: FDRGl~G YOUR WAY 

TD PERFECTION. ... . .... $25.00 
SLASH AND THRUST . . . ...... S 8.00 

FOR CONVENIENT RETAIL 
ORDERING 

VISA OR MASTERCARD, CALL TOLL FREE 
7 days a week, 24 hours a day 

1-800-642-8300, ext. 24. 
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NEW l.D. & MONEY 
CONSTRUCTION OF SECRET HIDING PLACES ..... 5 8.00 
GUERRILLA CAPITALISM: HOW TD PRACTICE 

FREE ENTERPRISE IN AN UNFREE ECONOMY. . $10.95 
FLIMFLAM MAN: HOW CON GAMES WORK .. . ...... $17.95 
MONEY FDR NOTHING: RIP-OFFS, CONS AND 

SWINDLES . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... $17.95 
SAVE YOUR LICENSE . . $14.95 
HOW TD HIDE ANYTHING . . ............. $10.00 
ARMCHAIR MILLIONAIRE . . S 8.95 
GUERRILLA TACTICS IN THE JOB MARKET: HOW TD 

WIN THE JOB OF YOUR LIFE . $19.95 
DISGUISE TECHNIQUES: FOOL ALL OF THE PEOPLE 

SOME OF THE TIME ........ ..... . .. ............. S 8.00 
HOW TD USE MAIL DROPS FDR PRIVACY AND 

PROFIT. .. . .. . ............. . .... $12.50 
THE ECONOMIC GUERRILLA: A GOLDEN 

OPPORTUNITY HANDBOOK. . ... S 8.00 
CLEAN SLATE: THE NEW LAWS ...... . ............. $24.95 
THE BIG BOOK OF SECRET HIDING PLACES ....... $10.95 
DIRECTORY OF U.S. MAIL DROPS: WITH AN 

APPENDIX FDR FOREIGN COUNTRIES. . .... $ 9.95 
FINANCIAL INVESTMENT EXPERTISE: THE COMPLETE 

GUIDE TD TERMS, DEFINITIONS. AND 
WINNING STRATEGIES ......................... $17.95 

TAKE THE MONEY ANO STRUT! A PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATOR'S GUIDE TD COLLECTING A 
BAD DEBT ................. ... ................. $19.95 

ALL ABOUT CARNIVALS: CARNY CONS . . . . . . . .. S 6.00 

POLICE SCIENCE 
THE POLICE SNIPER: A COMPLETE HANDBOOK ... $12.95 
NEVER SAY LIE ... . .......... . .......... $19.95 
S.W.A.T. TACTICS ................................. $10.00 
S.W.A.T. TEAM MANUAL .......... .... ...... . ...... $12.00 
S.W.A.T. TRAINING ANO EMPLOYMENT . . .. $14.00 
THE FINGERPRINT IDENTIFICATION SYSTEM ...... $10.00 
LEGAL HANDBOOK FOR SPECIAL AGENTS . . . $12.00 
FBI WOUND BALLISTIC EVALUATION .............. 5 8.00 
THEY WRITE THEIR OWN SENTENCES: THE FBI 

HANDWRITING ANALYSIS MANUAL . . ... S 8.00 
KILL DR GET KILLED . . .... $24.95 
RIOT CONTROL: MATERIEL AND TECHNIOUES . . .. $19.95 

MILITARY SCIENCE 
PHYSICAL TRAINING OF THE SOVIET SOLDIER . . S 8.00 
NIGHT FIGHTER'S HANDBOOK ............ ...... .. $10.00 
RANGER HANDBOOK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... S 8.00 
DE DPPRESSD UBER: THE ILLUSTRATED HISTORY 

OF THE U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES . . $29.95 
FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION PARATROOPER COMBAT 

MANUAL ............... $19.95 
THE GERMAN ASSAULT RIFLE 1935-1945: THE 

DEFINITIVE STUDY . . ... ............ $39.95 
LONG-RANGE PATROL OPERATIONS: RECONNAIS-

SANCE. COMBAT. ANO SPECIAL OPERATIONS ... $14.95 
THE SOVIET AIRBORNE FORCES .......... S 8.00 
HOW TD KILL TANKS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S 8.00 
BORDER SECURITY/ANTI-INFILTRATION 

OPERATIONS .............. . . $10.00 
SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONS TECHNIQUES ..... $17.95 
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TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT. HOW THE UNDERDOG 
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THE REVENGE BOOK . .. S 8.00 
MAD AS HELL: A MASTER TOME OF 
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TENANT'S REVENGE: HOW TD TAME YOUR 
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YOUR REVENGE IS IN THE MAIL .. . ... . S 9.95 
THE SQUEAKY WHEEL: COMPLAINING FOR 
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FORGIVE? FORGET IT! CREATIVE REVENGE AT 

ITS BEST . $17.95 
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HEADING out on another run, the 
drug dealer's black limo quickly pulls 
away from the curb. Three car lengths 
back, a white Ferrari pulls from the 
curb and starts a mobile surveillance. 
Sound absurd? !tis. But almost nightly, 
a defender of 1V justice pulls a surveil­
lance in this manner and never gets 
burned. In the real world, if one sur­
veillance in 10 can be successfully 
completed, the team is either very 
lucky or very good. 

This article will outline different 
types of surveillances, their purpose, 
desirable qualities for surveillance 
officers, and how to prepare for and 
successfully complete a productive 
surveillance. Because every situation 
will vary, this article is not gospel but a 
comprehensive overview from which 
you may draw as you formulate your 
own surveillance techniques. And as 
you plan, always figure in a disaster 
factor. Remember Murphy's Law, be­
cause you can bet your last speed load­
er that what can go wrong will go 
wrong. 

Surveillance is a necessary facet of 
law enforcement. When used correctly 
it can be extremely useful, but when 
used incorrectly it can bring negative 
results and embarrassment to your de­
partment. 

Some agencies have specialized un­
its for surveillance. Just as traffic divi­
sion writes tickets, these units handle 
all surveillances. There are very few 
smaller departments, however, that 
have the luxury of a separate surveil­
lance unit. Some large agencies have 
specialized surveillance units that are 
larger than the manpower of some 
small departments. What is the answer 
for a small department, or a large de­
partment with a small budget? 

Like many other situations in law 
enforcement, departments can benefit 
if they join together to form a metro 
surveillance team. Maybe one depart­
ment has night vision equipment, 
another department has video equ"ip­
ment and a third has listening equip­
ment. In this case, the best solution is 
for such departments to pool their re­
sources and work together. This is a 
common practice and can work for the 
mutual benefit of all agencies involved. 

Why is a surveillance conducted? 
Specifically to: 
• Obtain evidence that would not be 

accessible through other investigative 
techniques; 

• Obtain probable cause for search 
warrants; 

• Establish the veracity of informants; 
• Obtain information which may be 

used later in an interrogation; 
• Obtain detailed information about a 
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~~==::::.;· COMBAT 
EAPONCRAFT 

by Ronald E. Dodd 

Surveillance Techniques 

suspect's activities, routines and loca­
tions frequented by him; 

• Locate suspects by watching known 
acquaintances and hangouts; 

• Catch suspects in the commission of a 
crime. 

Although there are countless crimes 
that may call for a surveillance, the 
three most common are kidnapping, 
extortion and narcotics trafficking. Of 
these three, by far the most demanding 
is kidnapping, followed by extortion 
and then narcotics trafficking. Kidnap­
ping calls for a non-expendable sur­
veillance - one which cannot be com­
promised at any cost. Extortion cases 
will fall into the non-expendable cate­
gory when lives are involved. Narcotics 
surveillance will usually fall into the ex­
pendable category. Most narcotics 
dealers are creatures of habit, which is 
often how they are discovered in the 

ON WATCH 
Ronald E. Dodd is a detective 

lieutenant with many years in the 
field for the $ed Bank Police De­
partment in Tennessee. This is his 
first article for Sq/dier of Fqrtune. 

Certain telltale signs virtually 
guarantee this vehicle has been 
sitting here for some time. A 
suspect will wonder why. Wouldn't 
you? Author tells how to avoid such 
stakeout mistakes. Photos: Tom 
Slizewski 

first place. Thus on certain occasions 
an expendable surveillance may be 
just what is called for. The surveillance 
officer may lure the dealer into making 
a mistake. 

The most common types of surveil­
lance usually are mobile, where the 
officer or surveillance team will be 
moving with the target of the surveil­
lance. Officers may utilize an auto­
mobile , aircraft, boat , bicycle, 
motorcycle or any other form of trans­
portation necessary to successfully 
complete the surveillance. In a station­
ary surveillance there will be con­
tinuous observation of the target, 
usually from a fixed point. A typical 
surveillance mission, however, will 
often be a combination of both. 

In surveillance, a prerequisite char­
acteristic of vehicles, personnel and 
equipment is that they be ordinary in 
appearance and appropriate for the 
locality. Take for example the white 
Ferrari. While it looks good on 1V, 
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how far could such a vehicle follow you 
before it became quite obvious? Most 
criminals are not stupid (just the ones 
that get caught), so don't make it easy 
for them. Dress for the area in which 
the surveillance will be working. If the 
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surveillance is in the most wretched 
part of town, surveillance personnel 
should not dress in three-piece suits. If 
the surveillance vehicle just yells 
"POLICE," guess who is going to be 
the first one to notice. Many car lots will 

loan vehicles to police officers for sur­
veillance needs. Try to pick out the 
most common-looking vehicle on the 
lot, with the most common color. Stay 
away from loud, flashy vehicles. They 
will only draw attention to the surveil­
lance. 

A surveillance officer must have the 
ability to remain calm and inconspicu­
ous under pressure. On your first sur­
veillance you will think you have been 
made before you cover a block. Don' t 
be intimidated because the suspect 
keeps looking over his shoulder. He 
naturally is going to be nervous- he is 
the violator. Be creative: wear clothes 
that can be reversed for a quick change 
of appearance , keep sunglasses of 
different types in your pocket, wear 
hats. Don't hesitate to use these if you 
think the surveillance is about to be 
compromised. Have a logical cover 
story prepared in the event you come 
face to face with the suspect or are 
challenged. 

Try to pick out ordinary-looking 
officers for surveillance personnel. If 
the surveillance is in an all black neigh­
borhood and the only officer available 
is white, consider whether it is wise to 
initiate the surveillance or wait until a 
black officer is available. The same rule 
applies to clothes as vehicles; stay 
away from flashy items. Check all 
background information that can be 
obtained. What type of neighborhood 
will the surveillance team be working 
in? How do the locals dress? What lan­
guage do they speak? Learn to be a 
chameleon. Learn how to play a role. 
Be like the area. Know what type of 
restaurants are in the area. Make sure 
you haven' t busted the owner on a 
health violation. 

Know the type of vehicles the sus­
pect will be driving. If he is driving a 
Corvette, you don't want to be driving 
a VW bus. Do not always rely on vehi­
cle registration plates, as they can be 
readily changed. Try to anticipate the 
route that the suspect will take, but be 
careful and not try to second-guess the 
suspect. You may end up with egg on 
your face . Make sure your weapon is 
well concealed; telltale bulges under 
your coat will give you away. 

The surveillance officer will not al­
ways have access to camera equip­
ment or a recorder, so the officer 
should be trained in the skills of 
observation and memory. What the 
officer observes in the blink of an eye 
may be crucial to the surveillance. 
Once in a secure position, the surveil­
lance officer should record everything 
that has happened on a standard log 
form. This record will be subject to the 

Continued on page 79 
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SOI~ SIDEARMS 

FROM BRAZIL 
Taurus .357 Series Keeps 

Pace With The Best 
Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 

ONE of the few handgun cartridges to 
derive its numerical designation from 

its actual bullet diameter, the .357 Magnum 
was introduced in 1935 by Smith & Wes­
son. During the early 1930s, Colonel Doug­
las B. Wesson of Smith & Wesson and the 
legendary Philip B . Sharpe conducted ex­
periments with various maximum loads to 
develop a high-velocity revolver round suit­
able for hunting purposes. Using a Smith & 
Wesson .38/44 Outdoorsman, they found it 
to be capable of withstanding what were at 
that time phenomenal pressures for a re­
volver (35,000 to 38,000 psi). This led to a 

26 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

proposed new cartridge and revolver de­
signed jointly by Smith & Wesson, DuPont, 
Hercules and Winchester. The case length 
was purposely made 1110 of an inch longer 
than that of the .38 Special to preclude use 
of the .357 Magnum in revolvers cham­
bered for the lower-pressure ammunition. 

It remained the most powerful handgun 
cartridge in the world until introduction of 
the .44 Magnum in 1955. After more than 
50 years, interest in the .357 Magnum 
shows little sign of diminishing. Although 
largely overshadowed by the recent wide­
spread adoption of large-capacity , double-

After its inception in 1935, the .357 
Magnum reigned for 20 years as the world's 
most powerful handgun cartridge. Sturdy, 
reliable and economical revolvers, such as 
the Taurus Model 66, assure its continued 
popularity well into the foreseeable future. 

action 9mm Parabellum pistols throughout 
the U.S . law enforcement community, 
many departments still cling to their .357 
Magnums, and its popularity in civilian cir­
cles as a self-defense and hunting cartridge 
continues unabated. 

Forjas Taurus , S .A., in Sao Paulo, Bra­
zil , manufactures a series of .357 Magnum 
revolvers priced considerably under their 
U.S. competition. They bear no more than 
cosmetic similarity to their Smith & Wesson 
ancestors . The Model 66 series, available 
with either 3-, 4- or 6-inch barrels , is fur­
nished in standard blue, satin nickel or 
stainless steel. Fully adjustable rear sights 
are standard. A version with a full-length 
barrel shroud, called the Model 669, was 
introduced in 1988 (blue or stainless steel 
with either a 4- or 6-inch barrel). Those 
seeking only fixed rear sights can obtain the 
Model 65 in blue or satin nickel with either a 
3- or 4-inch barrel. They all loosely resem­
ble the Smith & Wesson K-frame series. 

We chose a stainless steel Model 66 with 
a 6-inch barrel and a satin nickel specimen 
with a 4-inch tube for our test and evalua­
tion. Suggested retail prices are $297 and 
$244.50 respectively. All revolvers in this 
series have mill-finished, drop-forged 
frames. 

Our 6-inch test specimen was fabricated 
from 4 16 stainless steel. The top of the 
barrel and frame have a glass-beaded , non-
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glare matte finish. The remaining surfaces 
on the barrel , frame and cylinder carry a 
moderately high-gloss polish that rivals 
anything produced in the United States. 
With the exception of some unsightly 
scratches on each side of the front sight 
blade, all visible milling marks have been 
removed. The satin nickel specimen is just 
about flawless in this regard. The fit of all 
metal and wood components is excellent. 

Cylinder-to-forcing-cone gap is 0.003 
inch on the 4-inch Model 66 and 0.006 inch 
on the 6-inch specimen (0 .003 to 0.008 inch 
is the generally accepted tolerance range) . 
Fore-and-aft cylinder play is minimal on 
both revolvers , but the lateral play is almost 
excessive on both. The cylinders hold six 
rounds, and rotation is to the left (counter­
clockwise). The ejector rod does not quite 
permit complete ejection of the empty 
cases . The cylinder latch is patterned after 
that of Smith & Wesson and must be pushed 
forward to swing out the cylinder. 

The barrels are equipped with a full-length 
solid rib and an integral ejector shroud. In 
1984 Taurus stopped pinning barrels to the 
frames after perfecting a method of precision 
threading that eliminated this requirement. 
All barrels are five-groove with a right-hand 
twist of one turn in 18% inches . The 4-inch 
Model 66 has an overall length of9.5 inches 
and weighs 35 ounces. Overall length of the 
6-inch Model 66 is 11.5 inches with a weight 
of 38 .5 ounces. 

A guide-in-coil-type mainspring is set 
into the square-butt frame. The wide, 
target-type triggers have six grooves (speed 
freaks can have them easily ground away) . 
Of far greater importance are the trigger­
pull weights . Single-action pull weight on 
our 4-inch specimen was a rather gritty 3. 75 
pounds. The double-action pull weight was 
an entirely reasonable 9.5 pounds with 
abs9lutely no loading at the end of the 
stroke. The 6-inch stainless steel Model 66 
was exactly a half pound heavier in both 
single- and double-action . 

Mounted in the frame , the floating firing 
pin must be struck by the now ubiquitous 
transfer bar, which , in turn, receives the 
hammer's full impact. Should the finger slip 
off the trigger while the hammer is falling 
forward, the transfer bar will drop down­
ward , out of the hammer's path , and the 
firing pin will not be driven forward . 

The sight system holds no surprises for 
U.S. revolver shooters. Both front sights 
are of the serrated ramp type . The front sight 
blade on the stainless steel Model 66 has a 
red plastic insert of dubious value. Rear 
sights consist of a micrometer click type , 
open square notch , with white outline on the 
stainless steel version . Tum the windage 
adjustment screw counterc lockwise to 
move the rear sight and the point of impact 
to the right. 

All Taurus grips are rather crudely check­
ered and fabricated from Brazilian Gua­
juvira , an attractive tropical hardwood. 
Each grip panel carries the Taurus escutch­
eon. Our stainless steel Model 66 is equip­
ped with large , oversize target stocks in a 
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Two examples of the excellent Taurus 
Model 66 series of revolvers: stainless steel 
6-inch and satin nickel 4-inch. 

Smith & Wesson configuration . These 
stocks position the hand lower on the re­
volver and provide more consistent finger­
to-trigger alignment. The 4-inch Model 66 
has standard grip panels which exactly 
match the contour of the square-butt frame . 

After it was first introduced in 1935 , the 

. 357 Magnum cartridge was reported to de­
liver a muzzle velocity of 1,510 fps when 
driven out of the Smith & Wesson 83/s-inch 
barrel. By the 1950s, the U.S. Commercial 
Standard was 1,450 fps. Original factory 
ammunition was provided with only three 
bullet types: a round nose (RN) with a metal 
point , a solid lead semi-wadcutter (SWC) 
and a conical-shaped , armor-piercing bullet 

Continued on page 70 

TAURUS M66 SPECIFICATIONS 
Caliber: ... . . . . ... . . .. . 357 Magnum. 

Operation: ... . ..... . . Six-shot revolver. Single- and double-action. Internal trans-
fer bar safety . Floating firing pin . 

Weight, empty: . . . .. .. 3-inch barrel , 32.5 ounces; 4-inch barrel , 35 ounces; 6-inch 
barrel, 38 .5 ounces. 

. Length, overall: .. . ... . 3-inch barrel, 8.5 inches; 4-inch barrel, 9 .5 inches; 6-inch 
barrel, l l. 5 inches. 

Barrel: .. . ... . .. . .... . Five-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 18314 
inches. Integral shroud and solid rib . 

Barrel length: .. . . . . . .. 3, 4 and 6 inches. 

Stocks: .... . .... . . .. .. Checkered Brazilian Guajuvira. Target or service configua-
tions. 

Sights: . . ..... . ....... Long serrated ramp-type front with red plastic insert on 
stainless steel versions. Micrometer click-type rear with 
open square notch; adjustable for windage and elevation 
zero; stainless steel versions equipped with white outline. 

Finishes: ... . . ... . ... . Blued , satin nickel or stainless steel. 

Price: .... . ...... . .... Blued, $234.00; satin nickel, $244 .50; stainless steel, 
$297 .00 . 

Manufacturer: ... . . . . . Forjas Taurus , S .A., Dept. SOF, Av. Victor Manzini 450, 
Sao Paulo, Brazil, CEP 04745. 

U.S. distributor: .. . . .. . Taurus International Firearms, Dept. SOF, 4563 SW 71st 
Avenue , P.O. Box 558567, Ludlam Branch, Miami, FL 
33155; phone (305) 662-2529. 

T&E Summary: . .... .. Sturdy and reliable - witJ:i a price that should appeal to all 
aficionados of the wheelgun . 
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MIL Mi-24 and Mi-25 Hinds - the big , 
ugly helicopters that became the symbol 

of Soviet aggression in the Third World, much 
as Stuka became the symbol of Nazi Germany 
at its height-have fallen on hard times . 

Hinds, and the Soviet military technolo­
gy of which they were a product, seemed 
ascendant in the 1970s and early 1980s. In 
the hands of the Soviets in Afghanistan and 
their friends elsewhere (Cubans, Angolans, 
Nicaraguans, Ethiopians , Vietnamese), 
Hinds struck hard against their guerrilla 
opponents. Today , things have changed. 

In a turnabout that may force large 
changes in international relations , by 1986-
87 Hinds were no longer the rulers of the air 
over Afghanistan, Nicaragua , or Angola. A 
major reason for this is the fact that the Hind 
is now threatened by man-portable , surface­
to-air missiles (SAMs). 

The SAM itself is not new. Soviet-built 
SA-7 Grail heat-seeking, man-portable 
SAMs were used in the early 1970s in the 
Middle East, Rhodesia , Guinea and South 
Vietnam, but since the mid-1980s the im­
pact of SAMs has become greater than it 
ever was in the previous decade . 

Helicopters like the Hind are vital in 
counterinsurgency operations. They pro­
vide responsive , accurate firepower, while 
artillery requires forward fire bases, and 
fixed-wing aircraft often show up too late 
and end up destroying everything in the 
general vicinity of the target (not good for 
winning hearts and minds). Transport heli­
copters are vital for mobility, especially if 
you are fighting in a Third World country 
without a good road network . General Sir 
Walter Walker, commander of British 
Commonwealth forces on Borneo during 
the conflict with Indonesia in the 1960s, 
said, "a battalion with six Wessex helicop­
ters was worth more to me than a brigade 
without them.' ' With different helicopters, 
the quote could easily belong to any Soviet 
general in Afghanistan . 

Limiting the use of helicopters in a coun­
terinsurgency war gives the guerrillas a 
powerful, possibly decisive advantage. ~ut 
the impact of man-portable SAMs is by no 
means limi ted to guerrilla wars . Both sides 
count heavily on their helicopters in case of 
a future war in Europe. NATO sees antitank 
helicopters as supplementing the weapons 
along the line of contact, blunting the Soviet 
armored spearheads as well as acting as part 
of mobile reserves, slowing down Soviet 
penetrations until reserves can counterat­
tack. Helicopters are also needed to strike 
behind the Soviet front lines, denying them 

28 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

SOI~ TACTICS AND TECHNOLOGY 

SONS 
OF SAM 

Man-Portable Missiles Put Sting 
on Chopper Warfare 

the advantage of deciding the time and place 
for battle . For the Soviets , helicopters are 
needed to provide ''air accompaniment, '' the 
firepower for deep penetrations of NATO 
positions , while transport helicopters will in-

by David Isby 

BELOW: Although Redeye is leaving U.S. 
service, it will remain in use by contras and 
U.S. allies while supplies remain. This is 
Danish version of Redeye, the Hamlet. 
Photo: Danish Ministry of Defense 
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sert troops to help create the " front in the 
enemy rear" and provide resuppiy. 

In Europe, both sides would meet more 
intense: opposition than in any of the conflicts 
of the 1980s. But the evidence of SAM suc­
cesses in 1986-87 throughout the world cer­
tainly raises questions about the survivability 
of the helicopter - and those who go into 
battle in them - in any future conflict. Is the 
helicopter in danger of being driven from the 
battlefield by the man-portable SAM? 

SAM Background 
The idea for a man-portable SAM origin­

ated in the late 1950s, soon after air-to-air 
missiles became practical weapons. Today 
the United States, western Europe, the 
Soviet Union and an increasing number of 
other nations (most notably Egypt and Chi­
na) produce a wide variety of SAMs. 

The man-portable SAM is a difficult de­
sign compromise. It must be light if it is 
going to be carried by its gunner (although 
some, like the RBS-70 and Mistral, require 
a multi-man crew). This means that max­
imum weight should be in the 35-pound 
area. It must be cheap, because part of the 
reason you want such a weapon is so it can 
see widespread use. Yet it must be accurate 
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and lethal , because a Hind that has just been 
missed by a SAM is quite likely to tum very 
ugly indeed . 

In the 1970s, man-portable SAMs were 
largely synonymous with the Soviet SA-7 . 
Today, it is the U. S. -designed General 
Dynamics FIM-92A Stinger that poses the 
greatest challenge to the continued viabi lity 
of air assault operations. 

The Stinger was used in combat by the 
British Special Air Service (SAS) in the 
Falklands. Six missiles fired yielded only 
one Argentinian Pucara twin turboprop 
ground attack aircraft destroyed , due possi­
bly to the fact that they were used by un­
trained gunners (the trained gunners having 
been lost in a helicopter accident before 
battle) . The French in Chad have used 
Stingers to deter the Libyans from using 
their air power against Chadian forces, 
who , in tum, started to receive their own 
Stingers from the United States in 1987. 
While there was no hostile air action, Sting­
ers were carried by the 82nd Airborne Divi­
sion's air defense artillery troopers on Gre­
nada in 1983. 

All the versions of the Stinger that have 
been used in action are of the initial produc-

Soviet Mi-24 Hind-D readied for flight. 
Photo: DoD 

tion type . The current model, the Stinger­
POST (Passive Optical Scanning Tech­
nique), is much more resistant to counter­
measures than were its predecessors. While 
available for supply to the Afghan resist­
ance, it has not yet been used. 

The phenomenal success of the Stinger in 
Afghanistan has brought it, and the class of 
weapon it represents, to world attention. 
Less well known, but equally significant, 
was the successful use of the Stinger by 
UNIT A guerrillas in Angola. The contras in 
Nicaragua received no Stingers, but have 
used the Stinger's predecessor, the U.S.­
designed Redeye, and various versions of 
the SA-7, with good effect. These successes 
have raised the question: Has the man­
portable SAM made the helicopter an en­
dangered species in low intensity conflicts? 
Considering that the Stinger and the SA-7 
are both just the bottom end of a whole 
range of SAMs, the question also remains: 
What about U .S. and Soviet helicopters in 
higher intensity conflicts? Can they possi­
bly hope to survive? 
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The challenge to hel icopter operations in 
Third World conflicts was most dramatical­
ly shown in Afghanistan . The Stinger ex­
ceeded the most optimistic expectations for 
its performance, achieving a peak kill rate 
of 68 percent. In the fir:st few weeks of its 
use, the kill percentage was estimated at 70 
percent: The first 10 missiles fired yielded 
six helicopters and a fighter-bomber shot 
down and a closed Jalalabad airfield . The 
first batch of 150 missiles, most of which 
went to the two Hezbi-i-Islami parties (the 
radical Hezb-i-Islami, led by Gulbuddin 
Hekmatyar, and the Islamist Hezbi-i-Islami 
of Younis Khalis), were followed by a batch 
of 300 that went to all seven major parties 
and , later in 1987, another batch of 200. 
Over 250 Blowpipe missiles were also sup­
plied . More than 150 aircraft and helicop­
ters were destroyed in the first nine months 
of Stinger use. While the air war in Afghani­
stan had scarcely been cost-free previously 
(in 1986, U.S . Air Force Lieutenant Gener­
al Leonard Peroots of the Defense Intelli­
gence Agency reported the loss of 500 air­
craft to the resistance throughout the war up 
to the introduction of the Stinger), it was the 
Stinger that caused the Soviets to lose con­
trol of the skies over Afghanistan, which 
apparently was the final seal on the Soviet 
decision to seek to end the war by non­
military means. 

CONSUMER'S GUIDE 
TO MAN-PORTABLE 

SAMS 

UNITED ST ATES: Stinger. Current 
world beater. Both standard Stinger and 
Stinger-POST (Passive Optical S.can­
ning Technique) probably offer as good 
a capability as any man-portable SAM 
today. Able to engage targets fron;i all 
angles . While it has been attacked by 
critics as overly complex, Afghans and 
Angolans have managed to ,usejt effec­
tively. As with all other man-portable 
SAMs, it consists of two basic elements: 
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In Angola, there are far fewer Stingers than 
in Afghanistan - annual U.S . aid to the resist­
ance there has been only $15 million and total 
number of Stingers supplied fewer than 100 
rounds- but they still managed to account for 
a substantial number of downed fighter­
bombers and helicopters. The Angolan resist­
ance movement's (UNITA) president, Dr. 
Jonas Savimbi, reported the destruction of 
37 communist aircraft in the first eight 
months of 1986, although this apparently 
included some destroyed by South African 
forces . A Stinger was probably used on 4 
July 1987 to destroy a Hip near Bie, in cen­
tral Angola, followed by a number of other 
helicopters . On 28 October 1987, a Stinger 
destroyed a Cuban-flown MiG-23 Flogger 
fighter-bomber. In late 1987, Dr.Savimbi 
said that the Stinger had neutralized com­
munist air power on the battlefield. As for its 
accuracy , he said "with five missiles , I got 
five planes." 

In Nicaragua, despite the lack of Sting­
ers , the contras have managed to reduce the 
Sandinista battlefield advantage of air 
mobility, claiming 15 helicopters destroyed 
in 1987. The Sandinista commander of the 
Sixth Military Region , Lieutenant Colonel 
Salvatierra Rivera, admitted that the contras' 
SAMs forced his use of helicopters to be '' cau­
tious and well-planned." It certainly has 
changed the war from the days when the Hind 

gripstock, including the trigger and 
sight$, and tube, containing one missile . 
It can also be mounted on helicopter as 
air-to-air missile. Currently being de­
ployed by several U.S . allies . 

UNITED STATES: Redeye. 1950s­
technology infrared homing pi;edecessqr 
to Stinger must be seen as second-best 
today ' although it can still be used effec­
tively, as witnessed by the contras ' use 
of them. It can usually only be used 
against aircraft moving away from the 
launcher, as it is a tail-chase weapon. 

SOVIET UNION: SA-7 Grail. Basic 
Soviet version. It suffered frotn many 

Swe<Jish·built Bofors RBS-70 SAM. 
Large launch unit can be carried by 
three men but is usufilly mounted on 
ligh~ vehicle. Photo: David Isby 

limitations - 5,000 were fired in 1973 
Midqle Ifast.-W aJ", result~ng in two Israeli 
aircraft destroyed, two possible, and 28 
damaged. Most easily defeated by coun­
termeasures of any man-portable SAM. 
Check date on any round before using . 
Battery - which must be turned onbe­
fore firing and has a maximum life of 60 
seconqs (and in,.reality often only about 
1 I seconds) - is weapon's Achilles' 
heel. Shelf life of a missile is supposed 
to be 10 years , but iq practice it is often 
half that. This reflects bad quality con­
trol endemic to these missiles , including 
those made .in Czechoslovakia and Po-. 
land, which is so bad it i$ often mistaken 
for sabotage. 

SOVIET UNION: SA-7b Grail. More 
commonly encountered version of SA-
7. While sharing same basic capabilities 
and limitations as SA-7, it is less sus­
ceptible to countermeasures. While it is 
also a tail-chase weapoff, its uncooled 
lead sulfide seeker head . allows it to 
home in on sun glinting off an aircraft's 
canopy, giving it limited all-aspect capa- · 
bility. CzechosloV'.akia and Poland . are 
among countries that produce this ver­
sion under license, and these versions 
have been used by the contras. This is 
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variant that frequently turns up in the 
hands of international arms dealers, with 
usual market price of about $50,000 per 
missile. 

SOVIET UNION: SA-14. Improved 
SA-7, also uses infrared homing. Dates 
from late 1970s and has been widely 
exported; customers include Sandinistas 
(who have used it to destroy at least one 
contra helicopter), Cuba and Angola. 
Because Soviets have exported it so 
widely, it is thought not to be anywhere 
near as sophisticated or capable as the 
Stinger. 

SOVIET UNION: SA-16. Latest 
Soviet infrared homing man-portable 
SAM is recognizable by conical nose 
cap of its firing cannister. More sophis­
ticted than SA-14, it is still believed not 
to incorporate any Stinger technology 
or to be as effective. It has been ex­
ported to Angola and Finland, among 
other countries. 

SOVIET UNION: SA-16FO. "SA-16 
Follow-on," laser-g uided SAM that 
Soviets are believed to have u1,1der de­
velopment or, indeed, may already have 
in service. Believed to be similar to 
U.S.-designed Rockwell Sabre SAM 
that was designed to meet same speci­
fications as the Stinger, but use laser 
guidance. If it uses infrared guidance, 
the United States should expect it to re­
flect Stinger technology. 
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EGYPT: Ain Sala. Egyptian-made ver­
sion of SA-7b incorporates much west­
ern technology that is intended to give it 
all-angle capability. Launcher comes 
with night sight. Reported in action in 
Afghanistan. Egyptians are looking to 
export these weapons, especially in 
Middle East. 

CHINA: HN-5A. Improved Chinese­
built version of SA-7b. They have been 
widely exported to Iran. Like SA-7b, 
they must be fired in salvos to be effec­
tive. Chinese arms sales policies mean 
these are likely to become widespread. 

SOUTH AFRICA: Man-Portable 
SAM. South Africans have completed 
development of their own advanced 
man-portable , surface-to-air missile, 
supposedly more advanced then Soviet­
made systems South Africans have faced 
in Angola for many years. Little is 
known of this new weapon. 

GREAT BRITAIN: Blowpipe. Com­
mand-guided weapon. Gunner must "fly" 
the missile to target using thumb trigger, 
keeping cross-hair in sights lined up with 
target and flare in missile's tail. If this 
sounds complicated, try it with a Hind 
coming in to rattle your dog tags. Guid­
ance method puts a premium on gunner 
training and mandates much simulator 
time, making it less effective than fire­
and-forget weapons for Third World 
guerrillas. Guidance system allows head-

was undisputed master of the skies. 
Answering the Threat 

Helicopters are not about to lie down and 
die in the face of the SAM threat. As did jet 
fighter-bombers when they were first 
threatened by surface-to-air missiles in the 
1960s and early 1970s , helicopters are 
evolving. The harsh Darwinism of the mod­
em battlefield ·mandates that helicopters 
and, more important , the men and armed 
forces that use them, change in three ways: 
technical, tactical and operational. 

Technical countermeasures are those 
driven by technology. Because they are the 
most concrete, they are easiest to catalog. 
Shielding the exhaust of a helicopter to re­
duce its infrared signature is a simple move, 
yet one that is partially effective against 
SA-7s. The Rhodesians were among the 
first to introduce it, and by the mid- l 980s 
Soviet helicopters in Afghanistan featured a 
set of shields on the fuselage side that acted 
as baffles around the engine exhaust. Active 
infrared countermeasures include flares dis-

U.S. Army AH-64 attack helicopter, armed 
with Hellfire antitank guided missiles 
(A TGMs) down in the weeds, which is 
where Army realizes they will have to 
operate in future conflicts. Photo: David 
Isby 

on shots on closing targets, unlike its 
contemporaries, the Rede ye and SA-7. 

GREAT BRITAIN: Javelin. Standard 
British Army man-portable SAM. Uses 
improved version of Blowpipe's com­
mand guidance, without need to use 
separate thumb trigger. Heavily depend­
ent on operator skill , its large launch unit 
means it is relatively heavy weapon, so 
Javelin teams must be in top physical 
shape if they are to keep up with light 
infantry forces. Unlike infrared-guided 
missiles , they are not fire-and-forget 
weapons, a tactical drawback. 

SWEDEN: RBS- 70. Laser-homing 
SAM requires crew of three to move 
tracker, mount and missiles , and it is 
frequently mounted on a jeep. Laser gui­
dance makes it heavier, but also less 
susceptible to countermeasures. Gunner 
also requires more elaborate training 
than with a weapon such as the Stinger. 
While Sweden 's arms export laws are 
intended to limit availability of RBS-70 
on international arms market, reportedly 
a number were delivered to Iran via 
Singapo~e . 

FRANCE: Mistral. Just entering pro­
duction in mid-1988, it uses same im­
proved infrared laser guidance as Sting­
er-POST. Heavy, multi-man system, 
many will be mounted on light armored 
cars, which will have thermal sight for 
night engagements. 
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pensed from an aircraft in flight to decoy 
away heat-seeking missiles - something 
the Soviets have been doing in Afghanistan 
for years . Having a source of infrared radia­
tion on your helicopter will jam the seeker 
head of an infrared missile . The Soviet Hot 
Brick system used in Afghanistan uses this 
principle. Mounted on the dorsal spine of 
the helicopter aft of the engines, it generates 
infrared radiation that will hopefully pre­
vent a missile's seeker head from "seeing" 
the engine's radiation and Jocking on . It is 
not even as effective as the Vietnam-era 
AAQ-4 used by U.S . helicopters , now su­
perseded by more advanced systems OI), 
most of our battlefield helicopters. 1,, 

Tactical countermeasures to SAMs ar . 
~: 

STINGER! 
Critics Rave About Afghanistan's Long­
Running Hit: 

"What turned this whole thing around 
was the provision of the Stingers. It's a 
pity and scandalous that we didn't do 
this earlier in the war." - U.S. Senator 
Gordon Humphrey, R-New Hampshire, 
one of the Congressional architects of 
U.S. policy in 1984-88). 

' 'I . . . spent four days with the mujahi­
deen last week, and the Russians are 
taking a terrible pasting on the ground 
and all we saw of the Soviet air force 
were fighter bombers at extremely high 
altitudes, 20,000 feet, and they would 
not come down, although. they popped 
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those performed by helicopter crews, them­
selves. Flying very low, under the mini­
mum altitude of the missiles , is the most 
obvious, and it has been practiced by almost 
every helicopter force faced with a SAM 
threat. It can be effective, especially against 
earlier SAMs. The South African air force 
in Namibia and Angola has had over 160 
SA-7s fired at its helicopters and none have 
hit, in large part due to the use of extreme 
low-altitude flight. But this mandates a high 
level of pilot skill, especially in terrain more 
mountainous than that encountered by the 
South Africans . Night flight is another 
countermeasure, and is the one most widely 
adopted by the Soviets in Afghanistan. The 
Soviets have also succeeded in combining 

Stinger and Afghan gunners have 
decimated Soviet aircraft over 
Afghanistan. Photo: David Isby 

flares." - Congressman Charlie Wil­
son, D-Texas, an invaluable supporter 
of the Afghan cause. 

"There are only two things Afghans 
must have: the Koran and Stingers ." -
Ahmad Shah Massoud, resistance com­
mander, north Afghanistan, 1987. 

' 'The Soviets don ' t use their helicopter 
gunships very much anymore . They are 
now mainly used for operations at night 
rather than on the battlefield . '' -
Mohammed Amin Wardak, resistance 
leader, Wardak Province, 1987. 

night and low-level flight in Afghanistan; 
they managed to use this tactic to insert a 
multi-battalion sized air assault force in the 
rear of resistance forces during the relief of 
Khost in December 1987-January 1988. 

Operational countermeasures include all 
those tactics which do not entail directly 
countering the SAM or its users. In 1987-
88, the Soviets tried to pressure the Pak­
istanis into cutting off the supply of Stingers 
to the Afghan resistance by orchestrating 
the world's largest campaign of state­
supported terror against Pakistan , sup­
plemented by cross-border air strikes. An 
intense series of air attacks on 23-26 March 
1987 targeting refugee camps was in appar­
ent retaliation for Stinger use. Other Sting-

"Jet flights have been reduced by 50 
percent this year." - Jalulladin Ha­
qani, resistance leader, southern Paktia 
Province, 1987. 

"They are afraid of our Stingers . The 
Russians think we shell their posts just to 
lure their aircraft. We do. " - Abdul 
Ghani, resistance leader, Paktia Prov­
ince. 

"Stinger has really frightened them. 
They have depended on their air capabil­
ity , but that capability has now 
tremendously decreased. This has raised 
our morale and allowed us to take the 
initiative. Stinger has had a major tacti­
cal and strategic significance in our 
struggle." -Rahim Wardak, resistance 
leader. 

"Stingers have effectively changed the 
equation. They have allowed the resist­
ance to set up real sanctuaries.' ' -Oliv­
er Roy, French scholar and Afghanistan 
expert, 1987. 

"Only a handful of jets fly into the val­
ley every day at very high altitude to 
drop a few bombs before leaving the area 
as soon as possible, apparently afraid of 
the mujahideen' s sophisticated antiair­
craft weapons . Helicopters have become 
a rare sight." - Floris Van Stratten, 
Dutchjournalist, Hajibad, Kunar, 6July 
1987. 

" A devastating weapon marked 'made 
in U.S.A.' " - Izvestia, July, 1987. 

"(Stingers) ... created additional diffi­
culties for Afghan Army and Soviet 
troops . This led to additional casualties 
among Afghan and Soviet troops and the 
air force ." - Soviet deputy Foreign 
Ministry spokesman Boris Pyadyshev, 
16 July 1987. 

"Your [American] missiles and your 
women, they are both very dangerous. " 
- sexist utterance by Soviet journalist, 
Khost, Paktia Province, January 1988. 
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ers were lost to air strikes while they were 
hidden in caches or being moved on con­
voys. Others were sold to or seized by the 
Iranian Revolutionary Guards, turned over 
to the communists in return for large re­
wards, or captured in battle. In Afghani­
stan, Angola and Nicaragua, diplomatic 
moves by the communists have stressed the 
importance of cutting off aid to guerrillas -
including SAMs - to achieve peace. On 
the battlefield, the Soviets have tried to 
target Stingers before they have been used, 
in convoys, caches, or assembly areas. 

The man-portable SAM is but a part of 
the overall trend in modern war: Everything 
gets more mobile and more deadly. With the 
rise of the light antitank weapon (LAW) -
the first one was the Panzerfaust used by the 
Germans in the Second World War- every 
infantryman acquired the power to kill a 
tank. But this did not drive the tank from the 
battlefield. It did mandate that the tank, 
more than ever before, fight as part of a 
combined arms team and apply sound, basic 
modem tactics. Today, no tank commander 
without a well-developed death wish would 
take his force into battle like a squadron of 
battleships, moving in a neat formation, 
regardless of terrain. Rather, tanks on the 
modern battlefield move like infantrymen, 
some dashing from cover to cover while 
others fire, combining fire and movement. 

Helicopters can survive even on the high­
intensity battlefield if they adapt the same 
way. Attack helicopters now almost univer­
sally use terrain masking to get within 
range, then "pop up" only long enough to 
acquire their target, fire , and get back down 
behind the terrain, hopefully before the 
enemy can respond. Just as today's tanks 
are dependent on support by other arms, so 
are helicopters. If in a future war in Europe a 
U.S. commander were ordered to make an 
air assault on the Soviet side of the Forward 
Line Own Troops or FLOT (what the British 
call " the coal face" or "the sharp end") in 
conjunction with a counterattack, he would 
not fly in daylight, at medium altitude, or in 
massed formations, as was often done in 
Vietnam. Rather, the helicopters would 
move out at night, using low nap-of-the­
earth flight tactics and making maximum 
use of terrain concealment. Artillery would 
be used to suppress air defense weapons 
along the corridor the force would fly 
through. The Air Force would help too, 
with "Wild Weasel" defense suppression 
aircraft to engage any radar-directed SAM 
systems or antiaircraft guns that tried to 
engage the incoming helicopters. F-15 
fighters with look-down, shoot-down capa­
bility could help counter Soviet air-to-air 
helicopters that would try to intercept the 
incoming air assault. The new threats re­
quire that helicopter pilots train harder and 
under more taxing simulated combat condi­
tions. They mean that there must be enough 
long-range artillery weapons - like the 
227mm Multiple Launch Rocket System 
(MLRS) to suppress enemy air defenses and 
enough Wild Weasels and F-1 Ss to provide 
fixed-wing support. Because these assets 
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are in short supply, it means that in a war in 
Europe it is likely that U.S. helicopters will 
do most - but by no means all - of their 
work on their own side of the FLOT. 

But the Soviets, committed to the battle­
field offensive, are not so lucky. They can­
not keep the bulk of their attack helicopters 
on their own side of the FLOT, shifting 
them as a mobile source of firepower or as a 
reserve backstop as NATO would. They 
would have to go out and attack, and so 
render themselves vulnerable to air defense 
weapons. 

A Stinger gunner in a potential future 
conflict in Europe would soon end up en­
vying the Afghans. Many of the factors that 
made for successful Stinger use in Afghani­
stan would not be present in a war in 
Europe . Foremost is the Identification , 
Friend or Foe (IFF) problem. The Afghans 
resolved that quite nicely: If it flies , it dies. 
In a war in Europe, however, there would be 
a bewildering variety of allied and enemy 
aircraft filling the skies, and Stinger gun­
ners wiH have to use their IFF equipment to 
make very sure who they are firing at. This 
will mean that some opportunities for a kill 
will inevitably have to be passed up . The 

TOP: Redeye surface-to-air missile. Photo: 
U.S. Army 

ABOVE: Even in early years of Afghan 
war, mujahideen could still inflict losses. 
This Mi-24 or Mi-25 Hind-D or -E was shot 
down in Panjshir IV offensive in 1981. 
Photo: Jamiat-e-Islami Afghanistan 

Stinger cannot effectively engage targets 
hidden by cloud , and Europe has much 
more restricted visibility than Afghanistan. 
The Stingers supplied to the Afghans had no 
night sights. (No Stingers in service in 1988 
had them, although they were under de­
velopment.) In a potential conflict in 
Europe, however, the Soviets will stress 
round-the-clock operations. The Soviets 
will also have a much higher concentration 
of forces available than they had in Afghani­
stan, allowing them also to use the tactics of 
putting down suppressive artillery fire along 
corridors used by helicopters or fighter­
bombers and by concentrating their aircraft 
together so as to saturate the defenses in a 
small sector, then bursting through into the 
rear area. Despite its potential lethality, 
Stinger gunners will not have it all their own 
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TOP: Soviet Mi-24 Hind-D fires ATGM. 
When faced with modern air defenses it will 
have to use minimal exposure techniques, 
rather than high-altitude attack such as 
shown here. Photo: DoD 

ABOVE: AH-I belongs to older generation 
of attack helicopters. Next generation will 
have to be more "stealthy," with smaller 
visual, infrared and radar signatures. 
Photo: Bell Helicopter 

way in a fu ture high-intensity conflict. 
Future of the Helicopter on the 

Modern Battlefield 
The U.S . military must be aware that it 

cannot avoid the same sort of opposition the 
Soviets encountered in Afghanistan . Even if 
the current Soviet man-portable SAMs -
and the SA-7 has now been supplemented 
by the upgraded SA-14 and SA-16 - are 
not the equal of the Stinger and the im­
proved Stinger-POST, the Soviets had 
already gotten their hands on · Stinger tech­
nology - obtained by Soviet intelligence 
via Greece - before they captured any in 
Afghanistan. In addition, the Soviets are 
believed to be developing, if not deploying , 
laser-guided SAMs similar to the Swedish-
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designed RBS-70, so the United States must 
have suitable laser countermeasures. 

One way the United States has acted to 
keep these new weapons from driving heli­
copters off the battlefield has been by the 
standard trident of technical-tactical­
operational countermeasures, as well as by 
developing new aircraft. The AH-64 
Apache is more likely to survive than the 
AH-1 Cobra: It is more maneuverable , has 
less of an infrared signature, and is less 
vulnerable to battle damage. The Marines' 
new MV-22 Osprey tilt-rotor will move 
faster than the current CH-46, reducing ex­
posure time. The proposed LHX multimis­
sion helicopter would incorporate a broad 
range of countermeasures. 

But the United States has long known that 
even a light air defense can exact a terrible 
toll in helicopters. The initial North Viet­
namese use of SA-7s in 1972 yielded a 33 
percent kill ratio: each three fired shot down 
one helicopter. Because the rules of engage­
ment on Grenada prevented attack aircraft 
from saturating a target area with bomblets 
before the gunships went in, two Marine 
AH-ls were shot down by the same ZU-23 
23mm antiaircraft battery. To survive on the 
modem battlefield , helicopters are going to 

have to use many of the same sophisticated 
tactics as fighter-bombers. Just as strike air­
craft have their fighter escorts, today anti­
tank helicopters may well require helicop­
ters armed with air-to-air missiles and can­
non to guard against enemy air-to-air heli­
copters or, more importantly , to destroy the 
enemy's antitank helicopters. With the in­
creasing number of radar-directed SAMs 
and air defense artillery systems, a light 
anti-radiation missile (ARM) mounted on 
helicopters could help counter them. All of 
this will certainly detract from the helicop­
ter 's main battlefield missions, but it will 
not make them impossible. 

The impact on the Soviet mili tary of the 
Stinger and its counterpart is potentially sig­
nificant. Since the 1970s, the Soviets have 
spent many billions of rubles creating a 
large, sophisticated, and powerful helicop­
ter force where before there was none. If a 
bunch of Third World guerrillas with hand­
held SAMs can defeat this force , what 
would happen if it came up against NATO? 

The Soviets must have considered this 
but have apparently come to the decision 
that they can still operate their helicopters in 
a potential future conflict. Twice in recent 
decades, the Soviets have conducted Jarge­
scale public reevaluations of major ele­
ments of their armed forces . After tank 
forces using Soviet equipment and tactics 
were soundly defeated in the 1973 Middle 
East War, the Soviets were very worried 
that the tank had been rendered obsolete. 
But, emerging from the debate came the 
usual range of solutions - technical, tactic­
al and operational - to keep this from hap­
pening. Similarly, after the 1982 Lebanon 
War, the defeat of large numbers of Soviet­
made air defense weapons in the hands of 
the Syrians led to a large-scale reevaluation 
of that aspect of the Soviet military. But the 
defeat of Soviet helicopters in Afghanistan 
has led to no such debate, no such reevalua­
tion . This suggests either that the Soviets 
have decided it is too painful to discuss 
these things in public when the losses are 
their own, unlike the previous two occa­
sions when they were Arab losses, or that 
the Soviets have decided that the helicopter 
is indeed heading toward obsolescence , or 
that they already have decided they can 
adapt the helicopter to modem conditions. 
Their answer will only be seen in the future 
as the Soviets reveal new helicopters and 
how they intend to use them. 

But despite the fact that the helicopter is 
here to stay on the modem battlefield, the 
man-portable SAM has still had a 
tremendous impact on Third World con­
flicts. The man-portable SAM is one of the 
chief reasons why today great powers can­
not have small wars . To counter an oppo­
nent using man-portable SAMs will require 
a great deal of resources and sophistication. 
The use of man-portable SAMs in Afghani­
stan, Angola, and Nicaragua is another ex­
ample of high technology in the Third 
World changing the face of regional con­
flicts. Wars in the Third World , regardless 
of who they are fought against, today tend to 
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AIRMOBILE AND AIR 
ASSAULT FORCES 

The vote of confidence in the helicop­
ter as still having a significant place on 
the modem battlefield is shown by the 
fact that most of the world's major 
armies still maintain airmobile and air 
assault forces . 

UNITED STATES: lOlst Air Assault 
Division at Ft. Campbell, Kentucky, is 
the world's largest formation of its type. 
In addition, each U.S. Army corps and 
division has capability, respectively, for 
a battalion or company air assault with 
organic helicopter assets. Marine Corps 
- the first force in the world to embrace 
air assault operations - relies heavily 
on helicopters for "vertical envelop­
ment,' ' but it does not have specialized 
units, relying on line Marine battalions. 

SOVIET UNION: Though late comers 
to air assault (their first two-battalion lift 
was in 1967 maneuvers , while the Unit­
ed States was doing the same thing every 
day in Vietnam), by 1988 the Soviets 
had 11 air assault brigades and four air­
mobile brigades. In addition , there are 
over 25 air assault battalions, held at 
army and corps level. The war in Af­
ghanistan has involved many of these 
units and shown the Soviets the import­
ance ofheli borne operations. Each of the 
five naval infantry brigades has one air 
assault battalion. At least some high­
readiness motorized rifle divisions and 
motorized rifle brigades (including those 
in Afghanistan) have one of their motor­
ized rifle battalions trained in air assault 
operations . 
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82nd Airborne Division troopers mount 
up on UH-60A Blackhawk for air assault 
on Grenada, 1983. Even a small number 
of man-portable SAMs on island would 
have made U.S. operations much more 
difficult. Photo: SP4 Jon E. Long, U.S. 
Army 

FRANCE: Only other air assault divi­
sion in NATO is the 4eme Division 
AeroMobile. France 's 4 DAM is , like all 
French divisions, about half the size of 
its U.S. counterparts. It is part of the 
Force Action Rapide, and while its pri­
mary mission is acting as vanguard for 
French forces fighting in Germany, ele­
ments have also been deployed to Chad 
against Colonel Khadaffi. 

GREAT BRITAIN: Britain followed 
the U.S. Marine Corps' lead of not hav­
ing specialized air assault units for many 
years. Now the 19th Airmobile brigade 
based in England is tasked with operat-

Soviet SA-14 Gremlin surface-to-air missile. 
Photo: David Isby 

be fought with the latest weapons rather 
than the hand-me-downs of the more soph­
isticated nations . This is certainly not limit­
ed to SAMs. The Iranian Silkworm anti­
shipping missiles changed the balance of 
power in the Gulf. Today, Libya has more 
tanks than Great Britain: Colonel Khadaffi 
is not an easy opponent. This spread of high 
technology weapons , along with the politi­
cal costs of conflicts in the world today, 
makes them harder to wage. 

That is the reason why the man-portable 
SAM is so crucially important . In Afghani­
stan, the Stingers were the single most im­
portant element in persuading the Soviets 
that withdrawal was better than persever­
ence. In Angola, Stingers helped show the 
communists that they could not prevail on 
the battlefield, and so instead they turned to 
negotiation . Where the Hind was a symbol 
of war a decade ago, in 1989 it appears 
possible that the Stinger may become the 
symbol of peace. ~ 

ing in Germany in any future conflict. It 
is supplemented by other infantry also 
trained in heliborne operations , both 
regulars and Territorial Army (especial­
ly the territorial battalions of the Para­
chute Regiment) . The Royal Marines 
have no specialized air assault units, but 
they make extensive use of Royal Navy 
Sea Kings, as they demonstrated in the 
Falklands. 

FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GER· 
MANY: While the three brigades of the 
German airborne division all retain their 
jump capability, they will probably be 
used as a heliborne reserve for each of 
the three German corps, operating in 
conjunction with each corps' antitank 
helicopter regiment. If the Soviets man­
age a breakthrough, the paratroopers fly 
in with lots of antitank weapons as !he 
anvil. They then stop the Soviets, and 
the helicopters will swing into action as 
the hammer on their flanks. 
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DEADLY 
LIVE FIRE 
Peruvian Police Drill to Perfection 
by Gene Scroft 



RIGHT: Della troops roll away from 
:eueeding van. As van passes the troops 
assume firing pqsiuons. Photo: Gene Scroft 

WITH a "whoosh" something flew 
over my shoulder. 

I had heard that sound before. If I had 
been anywhere else in Latin America, I 
would have been worried. As I was on the 
firing range near Lima watching three of 
Peru's elite police units going through a 
series of Jive fire drills , I wasn't concerned. 
I thought the projectile that had just passed 
over my head was just part and parcel of the 
all the ordnance going off on the range. 

Then someone hit me in the hip with a 
baseball bat. 

LEPT: American instructor, working for 
the Peruvian government, test fires a 
7.62x51mm HK21 GPMG prior to 
demonstration. Photo: Robert K. Brown 
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ABOVE: Delta troops blow door prior to 
entry. Photo: Robert K. Brown 

SCROFT IN SOUTH 
AMERICA 

Gene Scroft, a graduate of the U.S. 
Military Academy and former Ranger 
officer, is a frequent contributor to Sol­
dier of Fortune Magazine . He has re­
ported from Afghanistan , Lebanon, 
Nicaragua and most recently El Salvador 
and Guatemala . Fully recovered from 
his wound in Peru , Scroft is again on 
assignment in South America. 

I knew immediately that I had been shot. I 
spun around and ended up on my back, 
clutching my leg . There was a large hole in 
my right front pocket, but I couldn't see 
very much blood and there was little pain. It 
didn ' t seem like much of a wound, so I was 
surprised that I had to take deep breaths to 
keep from passing out. I was quickly stuffed 
into a van and we sped off to the police 
hospital in Lima. 

When I was hit my first thought was that 
someone had actually discharged his 
weapon to the rear. I discovered in the hos­
pital, however, that I had been shot in the 
butt - that is, from behind. The round 
entered my right cheek, made a neat hole 
through my femur and exited my right hip. 

• The angle of the wound indicated that it 
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originated from far behind the reviewing 
area! This, and the fact that no one was 
identified as the firer, made me suspicious, 
but there wasn't enough information to con­
clude that it was anything but an accident. 

Soldier of Fortune Editor / Publisher 
Robert K. Brown and I were at the range 
that day for a demonstration on the first 
anniversary of the fou11ding of Peru's elite 
police paramilitary forces. Three groups 
from DOES (Direccion de Operaciones 
Especiales) are charged with operating 
against both terrorists and increasingly vio­
lent drug runners . Delta was created to fight 
terrorism in the large urban areas along the 
coast; BOES (Battalion de Operaciones 
Especiales) concerns itself with the Andean 
highlands where Sendero Luminoso guerril­
las hold sway over large segments of the 
predominantly Indian population; and 
GOES (Grupo de Operaciones Especiales) 
handles the huge eastern jungles with their 
drug armies . 

First out on the range was the Delta team. 

GRINGO CO~JN PERU 
.< ! 

The task was a simple one. All the 
trainee had to do was tum around on 
command and fire his 9mm Star automa­
tic at twe silhouettes positioned 25 
meters away. Simple except for the fact 
that a crazy gringo was standing directly 
in front of one of the targets! Without 
hesitat' the trainee turned and fired 
t s: Miraculo~sly, the gringo 
w y untouclied, leaving behind 
the u'ncovered target with two neat holes 
in its forehead. 

This foreigner wasn't just some con­
fused tourist who got lost on his way to 
Machu Picchu. This was American Her­
bert Dunn, chief instructor for the Peruvian 
police special forces. Herb explained that 
he conducted the silhouette drill to teach 
his trainees target acquisition. Great idea 
Herb., but who is going to give remedial 
instruction if they screw up? 

In the states, Herb was a deputy sher­
iff in Pulaski County, A:rkansas. He 
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They engaged targets on the run while AK 
rounds were fired at their feet or, in the case 
of some low-crawling troops , near their 
heads. Team snipers armed with scoped 
Heckler and Koch G3s then engaged targets 
at 300 meters that were placed only inches 
above the heads of seated volunteers. A 
police van, with its lights flashing , then 
made a headlong rush toward a Delta squad 
standing in column. They calmly kept their 
positions until the van was only a foot or two 
away, then quickly rolled to the side and 
took up firing positions against the fleeing 
van. I've seen a lot of dog-and-pony shows 
in my time, but I must admit that I was 
impressed. 

The next scenario was equally impres­
sive . A mock village was constructed on a 
hillside and was occupied by an aggressor 
force made up of Delta members. They were 
attacked by another team that deployed on 
line by conducting parachute landing falls 
from the back of a moving truck. The team 
immediately opened fire on the aggressors 

with live ammunition! Small arms fire and 
40mm grenades impacted all around the 
aggressors as they scrambled into a pit that 
had been dug for their protection. 

One aggressor wasn't quick enough and 
got caught out in the open. He was deter­
mined to put on a good show no matter 
what, so he pointed his empty weapon at his 
attackers and yelled ' 'dat-dat-dat. ' ' Rounds 
were impacting so close to this guy that I 
wasn't sure if the Delta team were excellent 
marksman trying to thrill the visitors or just 
poor shots missing the center of his chest. 
Either way, I was sure that he was going to 
buy the farm. 

As I scrambled to the range's left security 
berm to get a better shot of the action, ex­
ploding detonating cord buried in front of 
the firing line sent dirt 50 feet into the air. 

RIGHT: Delta soldier on parade. His AKM 
has infrared laser device that marks target 
with a spot visible through the infra-red 
goggles around his neck. Photo: SOF Staff 

offeFed him1 a: job training th~itL{iolice 
special forces. The pelfoe trafriing 
started as a part time operation but it 
soon demanded so much of his time that 
Herb quit his security job to work full 
time with the police. 

Herb believes in realism when he 
trains. In all shooting tasks he fires his 
HK G3 rifle at the ground inches from 
the shooters .. "It's easy to hit targets 
when evei:ytHing is silent and1calm," 

·. HeFb eXiplains ; ''but when the ~lj~t starts 
to fly,, that's when you prnve you can 
shoot. '' 

On one exercise a trainee had just 
completed a demanding obstacle course/ 
shooting exercise in which he 'hit all of 
his targets. Pleased with his perform­
ance, he turned back toward the starting 
point. Herb jumped him from behind, 

Milfiil~flig,;;F:}teok .his pistol as he wrestled per 
· to the grouhd.~ <1nd severeLy c4a . the 

liked being a cop but craved more adven­
ture than Pulaski County had to offer. 
One day he just chucked it all, grabbed 
his wife and twe kids and headed for 

.Peru, the birthplaceof his wife, Kimi, 
He wanted to use 'his pblice experi'.. 

ence to start a private security company 
in Peru. This turned out to be more diffi­
cult than he expected. In Peru, who you 
know, and pay off, is often more impor­
tant than what you know. In time he was 
able to get a job working security for a 
rich Peruvian businessman but this was a 
far cry from running his own company. 

Eventually Herb met some high offi­
cials in the Peruvian interier ministry. 
They attended some ofthe pistol training 
Herb gave interested businessmen on the 
weekends and were impressed. They 

stunned trainee for letting his .guard 
down. HeFb' is a tough task master but 
I'm sure that the trainee will never again 
let go of his pistol. 

Herb finally started his own company 
and is doing well protecting business­
men in chaotic Peru. He now spends 
little time with police. I was surprised to 
see that he uses mal)y of the same tech­

' niques that he 4sed in police>tra;ining 
when demenstrating his servi<les to 
clients, though he hasn' t wrestled any of 
them to the ground yet. 

Herb is one of a rare breed of man in 
this sanitized world- a true adventurer. 
He threw caution to the wind, moved to 
an alien land and with guts, determina­
tion and skill, became a success at a very 
deadly business. In the crumbling situa­
tien in Peru, increasingly controlleo by 
narcos, communist terrorists and •right 
wing death squads, men like Herb will 
be the survivors. 

MARCH 89 





BELOW AND RIGHT: Herb DufUl; then 
serving as an adviser to the Per~Vian police­
spec:ial forces, fires his HK GJ ~ front of a 
trainee attempting to engage his target. 
Photo: Gene Scroft 

The diversion not only swprised the crowd 
but also gave the hapless aggressor a chance 
to escape into the pit. 

A moment later I got whacked with the 
AK bat. 

Seven days after I was sbot, I was kicked 
out of the hospital for obnoxious behavior. 
They wanted to keep me in for at least 10 
more days but I wasn't about to lie there for 
that long and told them so in no uncertain 
terms. Not that the treatment was bad - far 
from it. As the only gringo in the place I 
drew the curious attention of most of the 
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nursing staff - pretty ladies all. I even 
received gifts from some folks at the Amer­
ican embassy. One of them was a coffee 
mug shaped like a woman's breast with its 
huge erect nipple serving as the drinking 
spout. The nurses loved it, calling it my 
"pornografia." 

The neat hole in my leg indicated that it 
was probably an AK round that did the deed 
(7 .62x39mm rounds are known for their 
clean wounds). X-rays indicated that there 
wouldn't be any lasting damage . They also 
showed a piece of shrapnel buried deep 

within my other cheek - a reminder of 
what I thought was a glancing blow from a 
Soviet grenade in Afghanistan over three 
years ago. I don't mind a few battle scars, 
they mark you as being there, but do they all 
have to be in such an undignified place? 

A month after I was shot an incident at the 
same site changed my ~nd about whether 
my injury was accidental. Herb Dunn, an 
American trainer of the special police units, 
was driving from the range with his wife 
when someone shot out his rear window. 
Luckily, no one was hurt, but this was no 
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accident. Someone was out to kill him. 
The DIRCOTE (Direccion Contra Ter­

rorismo), Peru ' s special anti-terrorist 
directorate, told Herb that the communist 
MRTA (Tupac Amaru Revolutionary 
Movement) had ordered his death because 
of his work with the police. In light of this 
information, the most probable explanation 
of my shooting is that I was mistaken for 
Herb by MRTA assassins. I guess all grin­
gos look alike to the Tupacs. 

Embarrassed police officials claimed that 
someone used a silenced weapon to shoot at 
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Herb and me from outside the compound. 
The low ground around the camp and the 
numerous guards along the perimeter makes 
this unlikely. Though the authorities vehe­
mently deny it, Herb and l believe that the 
police have been infiltrated and that the 
shots came from inside the compound. 

Terrorist infiltration is not as farfetched 
as it may seem. Only days after Herb was 
attacked, one of President Garcia's elite 
presidential guard was arrested and admit­
ted to being a Jong time member of the 
Maoist Sendero Luminoso guerrilla move-

ment. In October, 14 soldiers were killed in 
a Sendero Luminoso attack on their bar­
racks. It was later discovered that the killing 
was started by one of the troops who was 
actually a Sendero infiltrator. 

If you 're looking for a great adventure 
vacation, try Peru. Drug annies, fanatic ter­
rorists, beautiful women and chaotic poli­
tics. What more could you ask for? 

Just take some advice from one who 
knows - watch your ass! ~ 
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THE crack of M 16 fire broke the night 
calm over Xejuyeu. "Damn, they nev­

er let us sleep," Captain Mike said. I 
glanced at my watch and saw it was 0300; 
three hours had passed since the first rounds 
woke us up at midnight. This is how the war 
is now in Quiche - a war of harassment. 
After eight years of heavy losses, the guer­
rillas are vastly outnumbered and out­
gunned by the Guatemalan army. Still , 
they persist in harassment, and staging an 
occasional ambush when conditions are in 
their favor. 

I lay in bed, awake now, wondering if the 
next rounds would come flying through the 
thatch roofofour ranchito. By 0430, I man­
aged to fall asleep again, only to be 
awakened at 0530 by soldiers bustling about 
preparing for a morning mission. By 0600, 
42 soldiers, 50 refugees and I filed out of the 
perimeter of Xejuyeu into the surrounding 
mist-covered mountains. Rations were low, 
and we were going to a milpa (a subsistence­
style com field) three klicks out to harvest 
some com that the refugees had planted 
earlier while working for the guerrillas . If 
the refugees were seen by the communist 
guerrillas, they would be shot, because they 
had left the guerrillas only the week before 
to apply for amnesty and to be relocated by 
the government to a "new model village." 
Guerrillas don't take kindly to being left by 
their workers . The refugees worked fast 
gathering com and yams as the soldiers 
stood guard around them. We were done in 
short order, and all returned safely inside 
the perimeter ofXejuyeu. Although we had 
no confrontation with the enemy, Captain 
Mike said they had seen us for sure and were 
pissed. Not only did we have their workers, 
but now we had their food, too. 

I had arrived at Xejuyeu by Huey from 
Nebaj the afternoon before, approximately 
35 klicks to the south. Captain Mike, com­
manding officer of Cobra Company, 3rd 
Battalion, had returned with me, as had an 
army medic . We had been waiting in Nebaj 
for five days for a time when there was both 
a free Air Force helicopter and a break in the 
cloud cover over Xejuyeu. At this time of 
year that was only about one hour a day. 
Twice we had left Nebaj in the Huey only to 
return 50 minutes later after not being able 
to land in the cloud-choked valley at Xe­
juyeu. 

When we finally arrived, we were 
greeted by the lieutenant left in charge when 
the captain was away. He informed us that 
the guerrillas had done their best to make 
sure no one got too well rested. Also, refu­
gees were still trickling in; there were now 

LEFT: Catchiquel Indian soldiers on patrol 
outside the perimeter of Xejuyeu. 

GUATEMALA EXPERT 
Joe Cavanaugh is a freelance writer 

who spent a number of years living in 
Guatemala. 
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Mountainous Quiche is scene of guerrillas' 
war of harassment. After eight years of 
heavy losses, guerrillas are now 
outnumbered, outgunned and out of favor 
with the people. 

158 of them. 
The refugees were hungry and ragged, 

and many were suffering from one illness or 
another. They would soon be moved to 
Nebaj , where they could be cleaned up and 
resettled in a new village. Cloudy, rainy 
weather and lack of sufficient helicopters 
made chances for a quick airlift to Nebaj 
look slim. Two wounded men left in the 
Huey that had brought us. One was a civil 
patroller who received a fragment in the 
eye; the other was a refugee who was shot in 
the arm by guerrillas while escaping. The 
bullet had gone in and out of his bicep and in 
and out of his forearm. He had waited for 
eight days with nothing but aspirin to kill the 
pain until the chopper could get him out. 

The first afternoon the medic made 
rounds of the refugees in the poorest shape. 
I talked with many of them, asking about 
how they had joined the guerrillas and the 
conditions in which they had lived. It was 
the same story I had heard many times be­
fore from the lxil Indians in Nebaj and Acul. 
Communist insurgents started infiltrating 
the region more than I 0 years ago. They had 
lured many lxiles into fighting with them or 
working for them by promising them many 
things. The guerrillas told the Indians they 

would kill the rich, divide up their land and 
distribute it equally. They told the Indians 
that if they helped, the guerrillas would take 
care of them, that they would give them 
" protection," clothing and medicine, and 
pay them 10 quetzales a day (three times the 
national minumum wage) . The guerrillas 
told them that if they stuck it out to the end 
of the war, they would all end up with a nice 
piece of land, a car to drive, better wages, 
better schools , etc . , etc. Instead, after eight 
years of promises and hardships, here they 
were - dressed in rags , hungry, mal­
nourished, sick, and wondering what they 
would eat and where they would sleep the 
next day. 

One of the refugees (who claimed he 
wasn't a combatant but one of the working 
population) just happened to know where 
some of the guerrilla positions were on the 
mountainside from which we were receiv­
ing enemy fire. With the help of binoculars, 
we could see some dried vegetation on the 
otherwise green hillside. The refugee ex­
plained that the guerrillas had semi-bunkers 
dug into the hillside in some natural rock 
outcroppings. There, they had erected 
thatch roofs about a foot and a half in height 
where they could stay out of the rain and be 
protected from return fire by the rocks and 
shallow trench they had dug. He explained 
they would stay under such shelters for days 
at a time, firing off and on at the soldiers in 
Xejuyeu. 

Luckily for us , their leaf roofs had dried 
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and turned brown, although they were still 
only barely visible at 600 yards. The captain 
decided that this night we would strike 
back . We positioned two FN MAGs and 
two mortars to fire on the positions. Range 
was calculated as best we could. One of the 
positions was just to the left side of a huge 
cieba tree, and we hoped it would be visible 
in the moonlight and aid us in directing fire . 

The rest of the afternoon passed calmly. I 
asked the captain if I could spend the night 
with the soldiers up on the hill with the 
mortars. He replied, "Sure, if it will be com­
fortable enough for you. " I knew it wouldn ' t 
be " comfortable," but I wanted to be right 
there when things started happening. So I 
took my blanket and crawled under one of 
the tarps with the troops and waited. lt rained 
hard for the first three or four hours and then 
started clearing off. By midnight, the large 
cieba tree was visible and we were ready. 

Pretty soon the guerrillas· started firing , 
first a single round, then two bursts. I turned 
to the corporal next to me and said, "There 
they are. " The soldiers let loose simul­
taneously with both MAGs and two mortar 
rounds . Tracers streaked across the valley , 
and mortar rounds exploded with a great 
illumination . One round was off by quite a 
bit , but the other exploded just to the left of 
the cieba. MAGs fired short bursts into the 
surrounding area and then stopped and all 
was silent. Captain Mike came running up 
in the darkness with his SAR-48 and asked 
"Que Paso?" I replied, " La hechamos la 
verga." (We gave it to 'em) . The enemy 
stopped firing and everything was quiet the 
rest of the night. 

Next day, another family of six refugees 
came into Xejuyeu. I made rounds with the 
medic and rested up from the excitement of 
the night before. In the afternoon , I headed 
out on patrol with the captain and one pla­
toon. We were to dismantle the enemy's 
positions and carry the leaf back to Xejuyeu 
for use in erecting a shelter for the new 
refugees. Three refugee men accompanied 
us as guides. A lieutenant took another pla­
toon to patrol the other side of Xejuyeu, 
where the guerrillas could be repositioning 
themselves. We made our way up the steep 
hillside covered with thick vegetation to the 
first enemy position . It was a shallow bunker 
with a very low leaf roof. A trail led to another 
thatched position about 60 meters away. 

I mentioned to the captain that it didn 't 
appear there were any casualties from the 
night before . He replied that the insurgents 
always put maximum effort into carrying 
off their dead, so the soldiers wouldn ' t build 
up their morale by seeing how many enemy 
they had killed. 

We dismantled the roofs and were bun­
dling up the leaf when the crack of rifle fire 
echoed toward us. 'The captain ' s men laid 
low and held their fire. Guerrillas were be­
low us now and d ose. maybe I 00 yards 
away. We waited for more fire to determine 
their positions before opening up, but they 
had apparently run off. All remained quiet. 
We continued to dismantle their positions 
and then headed back to camp, taking a differ-
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ABOVE: Soldiers dismantle guerrilla 
position outside perimeter of Xejuyeu after 
night fight where cieba tree was used for 
directing fire. 

BELOW: Soldier (wearing maroon beret) 
helps refugees arriving in Nebaj. 

ent route to avoid ambush. Refugees carried 
their leaf. Just outside of Xejuyeu , the point 
man discovered a pungi-stake trap before 
anyone stepped into it. Captain Mike told me 
there were many such traps in the area. 

During the early 1980s, the whole north­
ern part of Quiche, along with many other 
areas of Guatemala, was under complete 
enemy control. It had taken eight years for 
the army to make it from Nebaj to Xejuyeu, 
which had been occupied by another army 
company just four months earlier. Before 
then it had been a guerrilla base. The previous 
company had suffered three KIA and 17 WIA. 
Captain Mike's company had only been there 
a month and had suffered no casualties yet. 
They had come eight days by foot from Nebaj 
and had been ambushed twice enroute. 

On my third day at Xejuyeu all troops 
stayed inside the perimeter. No patrols were 
sent out, because we had heard on the radio 
there was a civil defense patrol lost in the 
area. Captain Mike did not want to run into 
them and have an accidental confrontation 
since they were dressed in civilian clothing 
and could be mistaken for guerrillas . 

That night , we were again kept from our 
sleep by the guerrillas firing into the en­
campment and shouting ideological mes­
sages, most of which we could not hear. We 
would shout back: " Faggot guerrillas -
come on in and eat fried chicken with us. 

You've lost the war!" 
It rained off and on every day, and at 

times there wasn' t much to do . I chatted 
with the officers or mingled with the refu­
gees and heard about their li fe with the 
guerrillas. They had been exposed to con­
stant ideological lectures from the insur­
gents, most of it directed against ' ' los grin­
gos" in the United States . We Americans 
were the guerri llas ' enemy, and they were 
fighting against us, because we supported 
the Guatemalan army . I explained to the 
refugees that in reality one reason the war 
had lasted so long in Guatemala was that the 
United States helped so little . They had 
been told that the guerrillas were near vic­
tory in Guatemala and El Salvador, and 
would next go through Mexico and ulti­
mately to the United States . It all didn' t 
sound much like the "landless peasant re­
volt" portrayed by much of the media in this 
country . The refugee population had had no 
accurate outside news for e ight years now, 
and the guerrillas were in complete com­
mand of their thoughts. 

Sporadic enemy fire broke up the monot­
ony of the afternoon. The children , clogs 
and chickens all scattered fo r cover, and 
then all would regroup, laughing and joking 
minutes later. 

The evening of my fourth day the com­
manding officer at Santa Cruz de Quiche 
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ABOVE: Captain Mike, commanding 
officer of Cobra Company, 3rd Battalion, 
arrives in Xejuyeu aboard Guatemalan air 
force Huey. 

BELOW: After arriving at Xejuyeu all 
refugees are gathered together and told by 
the captain, with the help of Indian 
interpreters, that more food has arrived, as 
well as a military doctor and medical 
supplies. 

radioed orders that the refugees would have 
to arrive in Nebaj by foot because of limited 
choppers. We (Cobra Company) would 
accompany them as far as Che!, a 12-hour 
walk from Xejuyeu. From there, the civil 
defense corps would accompany them to 
Chajul, from where they could be taken to 
Nebaj in army trucks. The whole trip would 
take the refugees more than a week. No one 
was amused at the thought of taking 164 
refugees, most of them women and children 
in poor health, on a 12-hour hike through 
jungle-covered, enemy-infested mountains 
to Che!. The captain discussed it with his 
lieutenants , and they decided it would be 
best to leave early the next morning and try 
to make it to Estrella Polar, 10 hours away, 
by dark. The refugees were then told to be 
ready at 0530 the next morning with all their 
possessions. 

The following morning everyone was 
ready , and by 0600 we were all leaving the 
barricaded protection ofXejuyeu. Forty sol­
diers , two lieutenants, 160 refugees and I 
filed along a series of footpaths that led to 
Estrella Polar. It was a gray, drizzly day. 
Refugees trudged along, carrying thei r 
chickens, turkeys, pots, pans, brothers, sis­
ters , and babies. Considering their health, 
age, sex, and bare feet, they moved along 
surprisingly well. They were tough and 
weathered from years of hard work and dis­
comfort. The terrain was rough, very steep 
and muddy. There were pungi-stake traps 
everywhere, most of which were already 
uncovered by previous patrols. We passed 
by old guerrilla camps that the civil defense 
had burned and large clearings planted with 
com, beans, yams and sugar cane. By late 
afternoon, the refugees were very tired and 
the point men had to stop frequently to let 
everyone catch up. At 1600 a downpour 
started, and everyone was soaked to the 
bone by the time we reached the small vil­
lage of Estrella Polar. 

Cobra Company received one of the 
warmest welcomes I've ever had in my life. 
All the villagers came by, wishing us good 
afternoon and giving us hot coffee with 
chile. They pitched in with tortillas for the 
soldiers and beans and coffee for the refu­
gees. The officers and l were given a place 
to sleep inside one of the shacks, where we 
dried off by a warm fire and ate chicken 
soup and hot torti llas. Everyone was re­
lieved that we hadn't been ambushed and 
that things had gone surprisingly smoothly. 

Early the next morning, the civil defense 
corps gathered in front of the small town 
hall. They were from neighboring Che! and 
Finca la Perla and were waiti.ng to escort the 
refugees to Chajul. Some of the troops 
accompanied the civil defense continent and 
the refugees as far as Chel. From there, the 
refugees were on their own. 

We spent the day at Estrella Polar resting 
and eating. The soldiers were not only hun­
gry, but bored with their C-rations. Every­
where I looked they were eating and snack­
ing, and by noon they had virtually bought 
the place out. Many carried basic foodstuffs 
back with them to Xejuyeu. That evening, 
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we arranged to hire three civil patrollers 
who knew the bush well. They would 
accompany us to Xejuyeu the next day, as 
we were to take a different route back. The 
commanding lieutenant thought the guerril­
las had surely seen us leave with the refu­
gees and would be waiting in ambush for us 
on the return trip . 

Next morning, we started out with aver­
tical ascent of the side of the mountain. The 
trail was muddy and slippery , but we made 
good time - I Yi hours to the top. The 
morning passed uneventfully as we humped 
up and down the mountains. 

Shortly after a 1030 break, we came to an 
overgrown mil pa. It was a small valley with 
maybe 300 acres of 4-foot second-growth 
bush surrounded by jungle . Our lieutenant 
ordered everyone to spread out and stay 5 
meters apart. One lieutenant and 15 men 
stayed behind with one MAG and two M79s 
to cover us while we crossed. 

Sure enough, when we were spread out 
across the valley - crack-crack-crack and 
everyone was down . We immediately heard 
the MAG open up in back ofus, followed by 
a volley of grenades from the M79s. 
Apparently the guerrillas were only 300 
meters from our rear group. Those of us in 
the valley opened up with semi-automatic 
Gali! fire and the enemy fire immediately 
stopped. It had been a good call by the 
lieutenant and one that the guerrillas hadn 't 
expected. We took a quick head count and 
then inched our way up and out of the valley 
to the cover of the forest. From there, we 
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Army lieutenant gives the shirt off his back 
to refugee girl. 

took up positions to cover the rear group as 
they rapidly crossed the milpa. The lieuten­
ant concluded it was probably only four or 
five guerrillas who had been grubbing yams 
out of the hillside and had not set up for an 
actual ambush, proving that the loss of their 
workers (the refugees) was effective in 
combating the insurgents. For now, they 
had to grub for their meals themselves in­
stead of devoting their time to ambushing 
patrols. 

We continued on our way. Within a half 
hour of Xejuyeu, our guides left us to return 
to Estrella Polar. Everyone was very eager 
to reach the perimeter as we crossed the 
milpas surrounding Xejuyeu. We arrived 
with no further delay and everyone was 
content. The chopper had brought in more 
supplies the day before, so everyone had 
plenty of C-rations plus all the goodies 
brought from Estrella Polar. 

We passed several uneventful days. We 
were just discussing whether the guerrillas 
had moved off when the familiar high­
pitched crack ofMl6s broke the silence one 
afternoon. This time it appeared that they 
were 1,000 meters away and none of the shots 
even came close to us . Three hours later, they 
fired another six or eight shots from the oppo­
site side and shouted more of their psychologi­
cal messages that no one could understand. 
They were again very far away, although one 

shot did clunk into the rocks a few yards from 
the captam and myself. 

At night, Captain Mike and I would sit up 
and swap stories. He was a very educated 
man with a lot of combat experience. I had 
had a great deal of close contact with the Ixil 
Indians over the last eight years and shared 
some of my stories with him as well. We 
both came to the same conclusion as to what 
hinders victory most of all: Everyday people 
in the United States (and in Guatemala City) 
don't have any idea what's happening in Gua­
temala or the rest of Central America. They 
are content with their sheltered lives ofVCRs, 
stereos and new cars and won' t worry about 
anybody taking it away until it's too late. 

"When will the people of the United 
States wake up to communist expansion?'' I 
asked Captain Mike. "Nose," he replied. 
''Maybe when they're on the Rio Grande.'' 

Monday morning we received word 
that a chopper was coming to leave the 
month's payroll. One of the lieutenants 
and I packed up for the trip back to Nebaj. 
He had been at Xejuyeu for a month and 
was anxious for his R & R. 

By 1000, we could hear the chopper and 
moved up to the landing pad. It was a civil­
ian Bell helicopter converted for military 
use by the addition of machine guns and 
rockets . It was still blue and white though, 
and it stuck out like a sore thumb. It touched 
down, and we threw our equipment and 
ourselves in as the guerrillas opened up. This 
time they were close - 300400 meters -
and they were connecting with the Bell. 

"Vamanos ! " screamed the lieutenant 
and we were off. A half-dozen refugees 
huddled down on the floor as one of the door 
gunners let his machine gun rip. For us the 
chaos only lasted seconds and we were out 
of range. But we heard later in Nebaj that 
the troops at Xejuyeu engaged the enemy 
for a full 20 minutes after we left. Luckily, 
there were no casualties except for a few 
minor repairs on the Bell. 

Nebaj was busy that day, with choppers 
buzzing in and out, unloading refugees and 
loading supplies. I had lunch with a good 
friend of mine from Acul, a neighboring 
model village. He is in the civil defense and 
an experienced combatant himself. He told 
me that just the day before , only two klicks 
out of Nebaj , half way to Acul, guerri llas 
had stopped villagers returning to Acul with 
supplies purchased in Nebaj. They had rob­
bed them of all their goods, including a case 
of beer intended for resale in one of the 
small tiendas . The civil patrollers later gave 
chase ' ti! dark but never caught up. 

My friend remarked that seven years ago, 
the guerrillas didn't have to rob, because 
people were glad to give. Now, the Indians 
mistrust them and no longer support them. 

Hopefully, with no one to support them, 
the guerrillas will wither and fade into the 
mountains - forever. ~ 

Young soldier stands perimeter guard at 
Xejuyeu. Although the guerrillas won't 
attack en masse, they will stand off and 
throw in harassing Ml6 rounds . 
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JUST after midnight, the Chinese rocket 
came in low and fast - straight toward 

the military and civil airfield on the edge of 
Peshawar, Pakistan . The rocket was almost 
certainly fired by Sovi et-hired Pathan 
tribesmen - wild men ready enough to kill 
but ignorant when it came to sighting even a 
simple 107mm rocket launcher. They ' d 
almost certainly have had only a pile of dirt 
for a launch platform out in the no man's 
land of the Pakistani Tribal Territories . 

So the rocket nose dipped too soon to hit 
the runways but remained right on target for 
the elite suburb of University Town, home 
for scores of anti-Sov iet foreigners who 
work with the Afghan mujahideen and the 
3.2 million refugees forced .out of Afghani­
stan by the communists . University Town is 
also a favorite suburb for Peshawar's in­
fluential and rich. Though only loaded with 
incendiary material, the rocket ' s concrete­
penetration capability was going to cause an 
awful lot of death and damage in any living 
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Ghulam Hussain with parts of recovered 
(hot) warhead. 

room into which it burst. 
Then the miracle. Missing a doctor ' s 

house by what must have been only inches, 
it roared into an empty building lot and 
slammed four and a half feet into soft 
ground under a pile of sand! There it stayed, 
smoking and hot but unexploded. 

'' I heard the noise but thought it was just 
some scaffolding falling ," a young boy 
from the neighboring house told me the next 
morning. "The builders sometimes work at 
night , you know. '' 

That was right. It was the month of 
Ramadan, the Moslem fast. Muj fighting 
across the nearby border inside Afghanistan 
and poor people in Peshawar were usually 
strict about not eating or drinking from day­
break to sundown. Manual laborers often 
worked at night when they could drink water. 

"I just went back to sleep, " the boy said . 
The site watchman saw the fine whiff of 

smoke when he woke that morning . He call­
ed the police. They radioed the bomb dis­
posal squad headquarters. When the call 
came in I was sitting with the head of the 
squad , retired Major Ghulam Hussain. He 
put down the phone and smiled at me grim­
ly . It just proved the very point he 'd been 
making to me. He called for a car and we 
moved out into the already hot morning . 

Peshawar looked peaceful. Deceptive , 
that , as Ghulam Hussain had been explain­
ing. According to U.S . State Department 
figures , 45 percent of all the world 's deaths 
and injuries by terrorism last year occurred 
in Pakistan . By my count of the official 
handouts to local newspapers , that was 197 
people dead. Sixty in one horrendous day in 
Karachi. And if you look at the figures 
closely , 70 percent of the killings were in 
and around Peshawar. 

The killers, according to the ordinary man 
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SOI~ COUNTERTERRORISM 
Sergeant Shah Naseem 

with metal casing of 
mine found in 

the Kabul River. 

ALL 
BOMBS 

CONSIDERED 
Pakistan Police EOD Squad Defuses Peshawar 
Text & Photos by Len McGrane 

ON THE SCENE 
Len McGrane is a Peshawar-based 

freelance writer. Drawing on his know­
ledge of the area and his skill with the 
local language , McGrane finds stories 
where others dare not tread . This is his 
first contribution to Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine . 
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in the street, are Soviet agents . Everywhere in 
this crowded city where I have talked with 
people in the local Pashtu language , they 
blame Kabul and the communists. 

Ghulam Hussain had to be more careful 
about what he said , of course. " The killers 
are the people who don ' t want the Pakistan 
government to support the Afghan refugees, '' 
he explained. "The people who are against 
Pakistan 's existing foreign policy ." 

Broadly speaking, that policy is that the 
refugees are welcome to stay for a while in 
Pak camps; that Najibullah and the com­
munists should be thrown out of Kabul; and 
that the muj who have been pushing back 
the Soviets so doggedly for over eight years 
have the right to form a new Afghan govern­
ment now that the Soviets are retreating north. 

People here buy bits and pieces of this 
policy , although almost to a man they want 
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the refugees out. They say kabulis (the local 
name for refugees) are pushing up house 
rents , taking jobs , keeping the price of un­
skilled labor down and putting Pak lives at 
risk with all the bombing . The saboteurs are 
playing successfully on this . Each bomb 
blast brings on another round of complaints 
about refugees . Local patience is wearing 
thin, people say. 

Surprisingly , even with the Geneva 
Accords signed and the Soviets beating a 
retreat from Afghanistan, the Peshawar 
bombings are not slowing down . Rather, 
Ghulam Hussain feels they are building up 
to an almighty climax. 

''This is our hour of crisis. I feel the cases 
of sabotage are on the increase . On a very 
sharp increase. The conflict in Afghanistan 
is still going on. The mujahideen say they 
were never a party to the Accords , and they 
will carry on their job. They are encouraged 
by the Americans to go on. So the war is 
going on. Sabotage is part of the war, so 
naturally it will also go on." 

All very logical. All very chilling. 
''They paused for a period of about two 

months [around the time the Accords were 
signed in Switzerland] to see if there was 
any change in the Pakistan attitude. That 
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TOP: Ghulam Hussain in hole trying to pull 
out rocket motor. It is most unusual in this 
culture for an officer of Ghulam Hussain 's 
rank to do manual work in presence of his 
subordinates. 

ABOVE: Motor is finally brought out and 
washed clean by Sgt. Shah Naseem and 
others. 

was just the lull before the storm, though. I 
feel they have now come to the conclusion 
that this war wi ll go on and so have resumed 
their activity again ." 

They sure have. The night before we 
spoke , 14 people had been blown up in a 
single blast . The killers are usually not 
Afghan communists but local Pakistani 
Pathans. " They are mostly mercenaries, on 
hire ,'' Ghulam Hussain told me . ''There are 
quite a few people who can be hired , because 
hired killing is a profession in these parts ." 

An understatement. Blood fe uding and 
revenge killings are rampant among the 
Pathan tribesmen around Peshawar and 
along the wild border with Afghanistan. 
I've personally met a number of armed 
Pathans on the run from cousins or rival 
landholders. Some of them hide in villages 

in the mountains between here and Afghani­
stan , in the Qabil , the Northwest Frontier 
Province 's five Tribal Agencies of Mala­
kand, Khyber , Kurram , South Waziristan 
and North Waziristan . There 's no law in the 
Qabail except for the Koran , the tribe and 
the rifle. So if a man gives them protection 
in his house, almost no one can touch them. 
Even the tough Frontier Constabu lary, 
who ' ve operated in the Qabail for more than 
I 00 years , are often unable to recover kid­
nap victims or arrest assass ins. And it 's 
from these safe villages that hired killers 
drift down to the plains with Kabul 's bombs 
under their shawls and the gleam of rubles in 
their greedy eyes . 

''They are being paid ,'' Ghulam· Hussain 
said grimly . 

I'd already heard this from a diplomatic 
source . He 'd claimed the paymaster was 
WAD, the Wazarat-e-Aaminyat, Kabul' s 
dreaded secret police . 

Kabul had a sliding pay scale for its ter­
rorists , the diplomat said - the more dam­
age, deaths and publicity , the greater the 
payment. A senior Peshawar police official 
agreed with this , even giving the murder 
rates. At least 10,000 rupees (Rs) for an ex­
plosion , and as much as Rs200,000 (approx. 
U.S. $10,000) for a larger explosion. 

I wondered if there would be any pay­
ment for the Chinese rocket as we drove 
round a comer and were spotted by a mid­
dle-aged policeman hefting an old .303 Lee 
Enfield rifle. He waved us tow ard a 
cramped lane. We nosed through it and 
found ourselves in the building lot. 

Out of the air conditioned car into a blast 
of heat , handshakes all round with a small 
police guard, and then Ghulam Hussain Jed 
the way to the smoking pile of sand. He 
stopped, looked at the hole and made his 
decision . '' It 's an indcendiary rocket,'' he said 
briskly. " Find a length of reinforcing rod! " 

His sergeant , Shah Naseem, went off and 
came back with 20 feet of straight, rusty steel. 

"Put it into the hole! " 
Shah Nasseem gingerly slid it in . He was 

sweating. 
" Go ahead!" Ghulam Hussain snorted. 

"It ' s not dangerous! " 
Four feet, six inches down it gently hit 

something. " Is it knocking?" Ghulam Hus­
sain demanded. 

"Yes , sir.'' 
" Good. Then pull out the steel and lay it 

along the line of the hole! " 
Nasseem pulled the rod out and laid it in 

the grass - in the exact direction the rocket 
had come from. "Ichini crossroad!" Ghu­
lam Hussain announced to me with a grunt. 
" It was fi red from lchini . Five to five and a 
half ki lometers away. " 

He turned to Shah Naseem. ' ' Dig it out! ' ' 
That took some time . There was only one 

shovel on the site . And a few feet down the 
flammable material in the ruptured warhead 
sputtered to life. Flames roared out of the 
hole as the rocket gobbled up fresh ai r. The 
digging stopped until the rocket had burned 
itself into a smoking mass. 

More digging brought the end of the rock-
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et motor into view. Someone got a hose and 
cooled the metal. But nobody could actually 
get a purchase on the round end of the motor 
and pull it out. Even Ghulam Hussain 
climbed down into the now gaping trench to 
have a go. 

More digging. Out came the motor. 
Then, bit by bit, the disintegrated warhead. 
Empty now - but sullen even in its impo­
tence. The parts were washed. Thirty-three 
inches and 18.2 kilograms of punch. The 
motor and warhead were sent off to a police 
station, where they would be ready as evi­
dence in the extremely unlikely event that 
the terrorists who had fired the rocket were 
ever caught. 

Ghulam Hussain and ·I climbed into the 
car and headed back to the small office he 
works from, just along the off-limits opera­
tions room at central police headquarters. 
Terrorists have made Peshawar their play­
ground. And if there's one man standing 
between them and the people, it's this 58-
year-old, grey-haired explosives expert. 
Young policemen are reluctant to sign up 
for duty with his squad. They think it's too 
dangerous. So the whole responsibility is 
left to 10 men like himself - retired army 
engineers who dispose of bombs in order to 
supplement their army pensions. 

Ghulam Hussain grew up fascinated with 
guns and explosives in the wild, ungov­
erned Malakand Agency. To get there you 
drive north from Peshawar. Once past the 
Pak customs and police checkpoint at Siar­
kot, a touch more than an hour after leaving 
the safety of Peshawar, you're on your own 
in the Agency. Villages dot the plain. Up 
ahead, mountains guard the Valley of Swat. 
The bazaars are stocked with electronic 
goods from the Soviet Union and Japan, 
brought in by smugglers from depots at 
Landikotal and perhaps Jalalabad, over the 
border inside Afghanistan. 

At the top of the Malakand Pass is the 
village of Thanna, Ghulam Hussain's 
ancestral home. It saw the bloody battles 
with the British in 1898 that the young Win­
ston Churchill wrote up so glowingl;x for the 
Victorian press of England. And from it 
have come a surprising number of men who 
worked their way up to very senior posts in 
the Pakistan army. 

Ghulam Hussain is part of this fighting 
tradition. He joined the army,· graduated as 
an ammunitions technical officer in 1963, 
among other things did a five year stint in 
quality control in the big Pak ordinance 
factory at Wah, two hours west from Pesha­
war, and in 1975 came to the bomb disposal 
job on the border. Since then he has seen 
terrorism literally explode in Peshawar. 
Terrorism became increasingly sophisti­
cated from 1978 as weapons sent in by the 
United States and others for the muj were 
diverted into local arms markets, where 
some were used against Pakistanis and 
Afghans in Peshawar. 

In 1984 the bombings started in earnest. 
Then, terrorists used nothing more than hand 
grenades and crude improvised explosive 
devices (IEDs). Now they do things in style. 
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Leaving their refuge in tribal agencies on 
Afghanistan border, paid agents of WAD, 
Afghanistan secret police, launch rockets 
from north and west of Peshawar, and plant 
bombs and mines in the city. 

Ghulam Hussain opened a cupboard in his 
office. Two Chinese-made RPG-7s were in­
side, both taken from saboteurs. Ghulam 
Hussain told me RPGs had been fired at a big 
government gasoline storage site at Nasir 
Bridge, near a large refugee camp on the 
edge of the Qabail, and at the Sukhi Bridge 
police outpost in the same area. 

He took me out of his office to a small 
room at the end of the veranda. It was pack­
ed with boxes of plastic mines, ammunition 
and Chinese 107mm rockets .. All courtesy 
of terrorists who'd fumbled. 

Shah Naseem hefted up a Mark II SA-7 
SAM onto his shoulder. Its glass eye glinted 
evilly in the gloom. "You can pick them up 
on the black market here for Rs500,000 
[U.S. $25,000]! Fire it at a plane, and its a 
sure shot!" Ghulam Hussain said, thump­
ing the black plastic cover back on the end 
of the deadly green tube. A Mark I was 
propped up in a comer. 

The storeroom used to hold more. But 
earlier in the year the Ojhri ammo dump in 
Islamabad had gone up in a tremendous 
explosion that killed dozens, maybe hun­
dreds, of people. Apparently the dump was 
a major supply depot for the muj. The ex­
plosion could have been triggered by 
saboteurs, or possibly by clumsy army men. 
Whatever had happened, Ghulam Hussain 
decided he wouldn't take chances. He 
didn't want a smaller repeat at his own 
office, so he'd sent most of the rockets, 
mines and ammunition away to an army 
dump. But even if the storeroom was safer 
now, I was glad to get out into the late 
morning sun again. 

His squad is finding hand grenades all the 
time. I was sitting in his office one morning 
when two stick grenades were brought in. 
The necks were taped together. One activat­
ing wire was exposed. Terrorists had put 
this little package next to a house on the 

edge of open ground where kids play, in 
Saddar Colony on Punda Road. 

Ghulam Hussain shook his head. "Chil­
dren or anybody might have pulled the wire!" 

•'What would the killing area have 
been?" I asked. 

"It depends. But up to 20 meters." 
But its the IEDs that Ghulam Hussain is 

most involved with. Until earlier this year 
the bombs were almost always the same: 
simple Russian lead switches, longer lasting 
than Western chemical switches. Simple, 
unsophisticated- but deadly. And possibly 
not being used anywhere else in a terrorist 
zone. I say that because Ghulam Hussain 
took a set of the switches to a training pro­
gram in the States in late 1987, only to find 
his handlers had never seen them before. 

That training turned out to be next to 
useless. "I told them their training was not 
applicable to us. Our circumstances are 
different. They don't concentrate on the 
time device that goes into a bomb. They are 
more booby-trap oriented. So they will 
advise you not to touch the bomb, whereas 
we are more time conscious. We straight 
away go for the heart of the bomb in the 
shortest possible time. 

"Their approach is different. Very scien­
tific and equipment oriented. They can ·afford 
to be. They've got wheelbarrows and robots 
and work with closed-circuit television. 

"But I don't believe in that. We'reapoor 
country. We can't buy robots. And if we 
had them we would have to use them twice 
and thrice a day, so who would be maintain­
ing them? 

"We're grateful. The Americans have 
given us vehicles and a few things." 

The Pak Government bureaucrats have 
been less helpful. Funds for a Rs170,000 
(U.S. $8,500) electronic stethoscope were 
approved two years ago, he said. Yet the 
boys in the Ministry of Industry have still 
not released the money. The result is that 
Ghulam Hussain and .his squad work with 
little more than hand pliers and tin cutters. 

And courage. "You know," Ghulam 
Hussain leaned across his desk, •'this 
work's 10 percent technical and 90 percent 
psychological. 

"To defuse a bomb, a technician has to 
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go to the bomb. He has to enter the killing 
area. There isn't any other way to do it. 

"And he's going to get afraid. lfyou can 
overcome the fear of being blown up , you 
can defuse any bomb." Then, lowering his 
voice, "Or, if you're a saboteur and you can 
overcome the fear of being caught by the 
police , you can blow up anything. 

" It 's my very strong conviction and reli­
gious belief that for every individual there is 
a specified, preordained, preplanned , pre­
destined second when he will die. 

" That doesn 't mean that the human in­
stinct for survival isn't in me . Fear is with 
me. All the physical symptoms that are 
associated with fear come with me. I sweat. 
My heart races. 

"But religion is the sublimation of in­
stinctive behavior. There's a struggle in my 
mind when I go to a bomb. And I control my 
instinctive fear with my religious belief. 

'' Any time device can go off at any time. 
It may be a second left. It may be an hour. 
Every time it is unknown . It 's equally 
dreadful. But you have to go to the killing 
area of the bomb to defuse it , like I told you . 

" Personally , I don't recommend that all 
the time bombs be defused. If the area is 
secure, the people have shelter, and it may 
be detonated without much damage to proper­
ty, then of course let it go off in its own time. 

"Yet for us in the squad for these last 
seven years the sight of a bomb is irresist­
able. We just have to jump on it. Kill it 
before it kills. We can't control ourselves. 

"We are determined not to do this next 
time. But every time ... maybe its some 
sort of madness. 

"Even my own seniors, ... my super-
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ABOVE: Mirror fragments from mine 
recovered in the Kabul River. The device 
behind is a Soviet sensor unit used to 
command detonate directional 
fragmentation mines. 

visor has admonished me a number of 
times . Don't go, he tells me. And I admon­
ish myself. My children do. People don ' t 
expect me to go . I say, next time 1 won't go . 

"Even now I say I won't go. But let us 
see the next bomb! 

" I carry on my job. " 
The job is 99 percent time bombs . Some 

of them hardly big enough to put a black 
mark on a wall , like two that exploded 
harmlessly outside a couple of muj offices a 
few nights before our interview. 

Others would frighten you. The 15-kilo 
monster that absolutely demolished a four­
story hotel in the heart of the old city the 
night before our talk put the wind up me. 
Fourteen people were killed in that one , 
most of them muj , but a woman and child as 
well . I wondered how much that would be 
worth in Kabul 's books? 

Occasionally the squad has handled the 
re latively easily defused, wire-controlled 
devices, mostly on the railway lines where 
terrorists are running about an even battle 
with the police. The problem for the police 
is that almost all the trains out of Peshawar 
leave at night. So even with spotter trains 
running ahead , the first few miles of line 
outside Peshawar have become " danger­
ous, " Ghulam Hussain said. 

This summer Kabul upped the terrorism 
odds with sophisticated, previous ly un­
known floating bombs . So far two have 

been found . The first one exploded when a 
woman picked it out of the river near Michni 
village. The second one Ghularn Hussain 
de liberately detonated . They drifted down 
the Kabul River, which passes th rough the 
mountains between here and Afghanistan , 
runs past the Warsak Dam at the old British 
military fort ofMichni , and spreads out over 
the plains near Peshawar before convergi ng 
on the Indus River at the strategically vital 
Attock bridge. 

They ' re army green, about a foot square, 
6 inches deep , covered with Soviet mark­
ings and very professio nally sealed -
something like cookie tins. But instead of 
cookies inside , there is a sophisticated clus­
ter of electronic components and a sizable 
piece of explosive. Just how much explo­
sive , Ghulam Hussain doesn ' t know yet. 
They are new to him. But they ' ve got a 
mirror inside , and so he ' s guessing they' re 
remotely controlled devices. 

" They mark a new phase in the war," he 
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said. Another new stage is about to begin 
inside Afghanistan - finding the hundreds 
of thousands of mines that the Soviets have 
planted in the approaches to villages and 
discarded military bases. 

When the United Nation 's Prince Sadrud­
din Aga Khan was in town during mid­
summer, promoting U.N. plans to raise 
$1.4 billion for the return of refugees and 
the rebuilding of their country , two of his 
staff made a special visit to Ghulam Hus­
sain 's office. They had a simple request: 
Would Ghulam Hussain train U .N. disposal 
parties to clear mine fields. 

"I said , OK, but that I didn ' t have any 
facilities for training. We 'd need a class­
room, training aids, an explosion ground , 
and so on. They said they'd talk with their 
director and let me know.'' 

Ghulam Hussain glanced at a corner of 
his room. Two white plastic mines glared 
back at him . Afghanistan was full of them. 
"They're non-detectable . They don't have 
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any metal in them. Just one fine steel pin, 
deep inside . When they ' re buried , no detec­
tor can pick them. '' 

So he 'd told the prince 's envoys that re­
turning refugees would have to make com­
pletely new pathways to their old villages. 
Then they should take shovels and slowly , 
carefully , ever so gingerly dig up all the 
fields and open land around their settle­
ments . " There's no other way! " 

Sending tanks in with fl ailing crabs or 
pushing 200-foot-long explosive snakes 
onto the mine fields might work in some 
places, but those are army techniques and 
would cost too much money. Anyway , they 
were utterly impractical for a whole coun­
try , he said . 

"Extensive human effort , that' s the only 
way," he said " They ' ll have to take risks ." 

He does - all the time. Policemen have 
been blown up by bombs. But only because 
they fiddled with them rather than calling 
the squad . None ofGhulam Hussain 's men 

After some digging, incendiary material is 
exposed to air and bursts into names. 
Squad waits for this to die down. 

have died on duty . However, early this sum­
mer Ghulam Hussain came uncomfortably 
close to it. His men telephoned him one 
weekend. There was a big bomb ticking 
away in a cooking oil tin outside the Kabuli 
police station in the Kissa Khanna bazaar, 
right in the commercial heart of the old 
quarter of Peshawar. Would Gh ulam Hus­
sain come and defuse it? 

"Somehow they couldn '!Summon up the 
courage to go to it themselves ." Ghulam 
Hussain did. He cut into the tin and reached 
for the switch. 

" The moment I picked up the swi tch and 
threw it away it went off in the air. Meaning 
that hardly a couple of seconds had been left 
for the bomb to go off. " 

Peshawar will need more luck and guts 
like this as the terrorists' tempo steps up. ~ 
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SOI~ AFGHANISTAN 

FLYING FOR 
SOF Debriefs Four Afghan Hip Pilots 
by David Isby 

ROTORBLADES of four Mi-17 Hip-H 
helicopters flashed in the Afghan sun­

light. Their dull, weathered sand-and­
spinach camouflage, each fuselage marked 
with a two- or three-digit buzz number and 
the national insignia of the quisling Demo­
cratic Republic of Afghanistan, provided 
little cover against the clear, blue sky. At 
2,000 meters above ground level the loud 
whop-whop-whop of the Hips announced 
their presence down the valley . The noise 
alerted other Afghans , waiting anxiously on 
a mountain crest overlooking the valley. 
They checked their weapons one last time, 
in the adrenaline rush of nervous expectation. 
In the helicopters, 16 pairs of eyes were 
looking for the men on the mountain crest. 
Like them, the crews of the helicopters were 
all Afghans, as were their passengers. 

The four helicopters were returning to 
Jalalabad airfield after a resupply mission to 
the Kabul regime garrison at Assadabad in 
the Kunar Valley. No one was relaxing. In 
the back of each Hip, two gunners held on to 
their flexible door-mounted 7 .62x54R PKMB 
machine guns. It was November 1986, and the 
air war in Afghanistan was becoming more 
deadly for the men in the helicopters. Resist­
ance 12.7mm DShKM "Dashika" and 
14.5mm ZGU-1 " Ziqroiat" heavy machine 
guns, rare six years before , had now become 

commonplace . Resistance gunners , to 
whom deflection shooting and the concept 
of leading a target was once alien , had 
learned through the harsh Darwinism of 
guerrilla war the skills and techniques of 
antiaircraft warfare. The heavy machine 
guns were now backed up by heavier 
weapons; in the Kunar Valley , a few Oerli­
kon-designed single-barrel light 20mm can­
non had been in action, especially around 
the besieged Kabul regime fort at Barikot. 
The year 1986 also brought more surface­
to-air missiles to the hands of the Afghan 
resistance . A few British-made Blowpipe 
SAMs had been unsuccessfully used at the 
Battle of Zhawar in March. ln the Logar 
Offensive in August , however, massed fir­
ing of Soviet-designed SA-7 SAMs by 
fighters of the two Hezb-i-Islami resistance 
parties led to heavy losses among Soviet and 
Kabul regime helicopters . Most important , 
the American-built Stinger SAM had en­
tered combat. It was first used in Nangarhar 
Province , not far from where the Hips now 
were, on 26 September 1986, when three of 
a four-ship formation of Soviet Mi-24 Hinds 
had been shot down in quick succession, the 
survivor returning with the message that the 
essence of war in Afghanistan had changed. 
Throughout the next month , more Soviet 
helicopters and aircraft were lost to Stingers 

Ml-8117 HIP PERFORMANCE 
(Second figures are for Mi-17 Hip-H where different.) 

ENTERED PRODUCTION: ....... 1966 / 80 

MAXIMUM TAKE-OFF WEIGHT. 12,000113 ,000kg 

INTERlNAkPAYLOAD .. ........ 4,000kg 

EXTERNAL PAYLOAD .......... 3,000kg 

FUSELAGE LENGTH ..... . . . ... 18.31 /l8.42m 

ROTOR DIAMETER . . . . . . . . .. . 21 .29m (5 blades) 

ENGINES: . . .. . . .... . ...... .. ... 2xl, 500/l,900shp Isotov 
TB-2-117 A I TV3-H 7MT turboshafts 

MAX SPEED . . .. . .... . ....... . ... 260km I h 

RANGE (LOADED) . ...... . . ..... 460/ 495km 

FERRY RANGE .. . ........... . . 950km 

INITIAL CLIMB RATE ... . . ..... 6.5m l sec 

SERVICE CEILING/ ........ ... . . 4,50015,000m 

HOVER CEILING. . . . . . . . . ... l ,800m 

TROOPS .. .. ................ ... 32 / 36 
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12-ship formation of Soviet Mi-8 Hip-Cs, 
each carrying four 57mm rocket pods. 
Formations such as this were actually flown 
in Afghanistan before introduction of 
Stinger surface-to-air missiles. Photo: U.S. 
Navy 

but none of the Kabul regime , whose crews 
kept a sharper lookout and relied on the 
automatic decoy flare-dispensers fitted to 
each helicopter. 

" Missile! Left and high! " 
The radio call came at the last instant. 

The Hip crews had been looking below , at 
the floor of the valley. This missile had been 
fired from above, from the mountain crest 
they had just passed. An SA-7, which needs 
to see its target against a background of sky , 
could never have been launched down on a 
target. Ignoring the decoy flares , the missile 
curved in on the lead Hip , exploding in a 
white-yellow blast seen but not heard over 
the engine noise in the other helicopters. 

'Tm hit! Going down! " 
It was the only message from the lead 

Hip . There were no survivors from the four 
aircrew and 15 troops flying as passengers 
in the chopper that became the Kabul re­
gime air force's first Stinger casualty. 

Watching from the left-hand seat of 
another Hip in the formation that day was 
Turan (Captain) Is 'haq. Is ' haq (not his real 
name , as with all Hip pilots) was to spend 
the next several months flying against in­
creasing numbers of Stingers and Blow­
pipes , as Afghan resistance fighters, who 
already controlled 80 percent of the land of 
Afghanistan , now started to take back the 
sky over their country. 

Who are the men who fly the Hips? They 
have much in common with the men who 
flew the Fokker triplanes of Jasta 11 along 
with the Baron Yon Richthofen or Mitsu­
bishi Zero fighters in 1942: They had the 
right stuff long before any journalist learned 
the term . Even though they were fighting 
for dark and tyrannical regimes and were 
responsible for the deaths of many good 
men, these pilots were basically little differ­
ent from those fighting against them , as has 
been shown in many amicable postwar 
reunions of combat pilots who were once 
bitter opponents. The Kabul regime heli­
copter pilots are in a more difficult situa­
tion. They are basically an adjunct of the 
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Soviet air force , fighting their own people , 
whereas the Germans or the Japanese could 
at least say they were fighting for their coun­
tries against foreign nations. The Kabul reg­
ime helicopter pilots are fighting against 
their country for a foreign nation . This is 
one reason why fo ur Kabul regime helicop­
ter aircrew - ls' haq , as well as Abdul , 
Hamid , and Ibrahim - are all now with the 
Afghan resistance. They came over in diffe-
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rent ways-flew their helicopter, were shot 
down, or walked. They had stayed with the 
air force for a variety of reasons. Lack of 
opportunity to change sides played a role. 
Some used their position to work for the 
resistance , by passing information or by 
attacking targets they would deliberately 
miss or rendering their ordnance " safe" 
before delivering it. They were afraid that if 
they joined the resistance they would be 

replaced by committed communists who 
would not pass information or miss targets. 

The helicopter pilots of the Kabul regime 
wi ll be critical in determining whether the 
regime can independently resist after the 
Soviets have left (if, indeed , they do leave). 
The Sov iets certain ly can tum over lots of 
helicopters to their erstwhile all ies , but it is 
unlikely that they can find and keep enough 
trained helicopter crews to sustain the war 
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effort. The Kabul regime air force is by no 
means a pro-Soviet force . hi 1986, the 
pilots of a Kabul regime fighter squadron at 
Shindand air base blew up their MiG-21 
Fish beds and then ran for the hills. In 1987 , 
Kabul regime pilots rioted at Bagram air 
base. Clearly, the Soviets cannot make up 
slack by increasing the Kabul regime air 
force. There are few Afghans willing and 
able to fly helicopters for the Kabul regime . 

All these Kabul regime helicopter pilots 
were in the 377th Helicopter Regiment, 
based at Kabul International Airport. In 
1987 , the 377th was responsible for Kabul 
regime helicopter operations in the east of 
Afghanistan south of the Hindu Kush. The 
377th is a composite unit. It has three trans­
port squadrons with a total of 22 to 42 Hips,. 
(Mi-17 Hip-H models in 1987) and an attack 
squadron with six to 14 Hinds (Mi-25 Hind­
Ds in 1987). The numbers vary because 
losses throughout the war were heavy in the 
377th. By 1982 , it had lost all its prewar 
equipment. Of 16 Hinds in the 377th in 
1984, before the Stingers arrived, JO were 
destroyed wi th in two years; of 70 Mi-l 7s 
supplied in 1984, 26 were destroyed in two 
years. The losses were heavier in 1986-88, 
and the 377th 's personnel losses have in­
cluded at least one commanding officer. 
The 377th lost six helicopters to Stingers 
and two to Blowpipes from October 1986 to 
July 1987. But Is 'haq believes total com­
munist air losses in the fi rst year following 
the introduction of the Stinger were 150 lost 
to all causes. 

The Soviets have not found a single 
answer to the Stinger, but have followed a 
multi- tier systems approach. On individual 
aircraft they have continued the use of coun­
termeasures that originated against the less 
effective heat-seeking SA-7s that have been 
in combat since 1980. These include auto­
matic decoy flare dispersers that are normal­
ly kept on whenever a helicopter is taking 
off, landing or in a high-threat area. Soviet 
fighter-bombers use the same flare dispen­
sers. Transport aircraft use a larger flare , 
burning at 6 ,000 degrees C as opposed to 
the 3,000 degrees C of the flares used by the 
helicopters and fighter-bombers . Appearing 
on the spine of Soviet helicopters are "Hot 
Brick" infrared jammers . These are in­
tended to emit infrared energy that barrages 
the seeker head of a missile so that it is 
unable to lock on to the emissions from the 
target aircraft. A system of baffles has been 
fitted around the exhaust of the turboshaft 
engine to reduce the infrared signature, 
making it more difficult for miss iles to ac­
quire the target and' ' Jock-on .'' The 377th ' s 
Hinds, but not its Hips , were fitted in 1987 
with a missile warning system designated 
" LIP." This is apparently a radar system 
and shows the bearing and range of an in­
coming missile so that evasive action can be 
taken. The problem with all these coun­
termeasures is that they do not work against 
Stingers . Even against SA-7s their effec­
tiveness was not complete. Hips dropping 
flares have been lost to the SA-7b. 

Flying above the Stingers - the coun-
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Ground crew loading helicopter's main 
battery - 57mm S-5 HE rockets - into 
32-tube rocket pods. Photo: Courtesy David 
Isby 

termeasure adopted by communist fighter 
bombers - is not possible in an Mi-17. Not 
only can they simply not fly high enough , 
but , Ibrahim said, in the 377th they would 
not use the onboard oxygen system for fear 
that ground fire might rupture a charged 
oxygen tank. Consequently, high-altitude 
flight was fatiguing and dizzying . 

The communist helicopter crews thus had 
an interest in doing unto the Stingers before 

·' 

they could do unto them. Locating resist­
ance SAMs so that they could be destroyed 
by artillery, airstrikes, or special operations 
forces was a critical Soviet countermeasure . 
''The government promised any pilot who 
finds a place where there are Stingers or 
Blowpipes 150,000 afghanis [about $3,000 
U .S .]," Is'haq remembers , with both 
Kabul regime and Soviet aircrew being 
eligible for this reward. 

In addition. helicopter attack missions 
would be directed against locations of sus­
pected resistance antiaircraft machine guns 
or SAMs . These were often detected when 
resistance crews opened fire on passing air-
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ABOVE: Soviet Mi-17 Hip-H drops off 
motorized ri!lemen in air assault exercise. 
Photo: DoD 
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BELOW: Mi-17 Hip-H destroyed by RPG-7 
while low flying during Jadji fighting, May 
1987. Photo: Afghan Media Resource 
Centre 

craft. Others are detected by reconnaiss­
ance. Is'haq explained : "Antonovs [twin­
engine turboprops , flying above SAM 
range] and helicopters are used for recon­
naissance. They go over mujahideen bases 
and photograph them. Then before an 
attack , they point out mujahideen positions 
to other pilots , then attack aircraft come and 
hit targets." 

l s' haq also knew of the use of HUMINT 
(human intelligence) for targeting . KHAD 
(Kabul regime secret police, controlled by 
the Soviet KGB) would try to locate resist­
ance air defenses, and KHAD agents wou ld 
provide the target location on a map , or even 
by accompany ing the helicopters on a 
strike. While the Kabul regime did not have 
a COMINT (communication intelligence) 
capability, Is ' haq said the Soviets did , 
flying in Antonovs and big Mi-6 Hook heli­
copters. While resistance radio discipline 
was poor and secure voice capability ex­
tremely limited , the Soviets lacked lan­
guage-qualified airborne intercept operators 
to exploit this . 

Is'haq knew the Soviets were working on 
improved SAM countermeasures: ' 'None 
were tried yet, against Blowpipe or Stinger , 
on aircraft, but the Russians are trying to 
make a device against them [the SAMs] . 
The Russians try first to capture Stingers 
and are trying hard to do research in the 
Soviet Union ." 

The Blowpipe was not as effective as the 
Stinger , although it did not always seem that 
way to those on the receiving end. The 
missile itse lf is slow and training­
dependent , because the gunner must literal­
ly " fly" it to the target, using a thumb 
trigger to keep the flare in the missile's tai l 
and the target aircraft lined up together in 
the cross hairs. This is a di fficu lt procedure, 
and training requires extensive use of simu­
lators. But this guidance system also gave 
the Blowpipe a powerful psychological im­
pact , because even though it was less accu­
rate and effective than the Stinger, there 
were no technical countermeasures against 
the Blowpipe. The knowledge that nothing 
could be done against the Blowpipe was 
tremendously demoralizing in the 377th. 
When one new Soviet helicopter crew, stop­
ping over at Kabul International, asked a 
veteran 377th pilot what the best coun­
termeasure was against the Blowpipe, he 
replied only, ''Read the Koran. ''. While the 
Soviets provide a short Afghan-specific 
training course for all their helicopter air­
crew sent to Afghanistan or to the units 
(both the air force and KGB border guards) 
stationed in the Soviet Union near the bor­
der , the Soviets took the Afghan's advice 
literally. Throughout Afghanistan , Soviet 
helicopter crews would read a verse of the 
Koran aloud before each mission and would 
then spit on their aircraft for luck. But by 
early 1987 , Is'haq could see that " morale 
had gone down" among Soviet helicopter 
crews worse than his own regiment; evading 
imagined Stingers "without any shooting, 
two Soviet helicopters collided." 

One counter that the Soviets use to the 
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Stingers and the Blowpipes is not available 
to the pilots of the 377th: night operations. 
Afghan helicopter pilots are usually not 
used for night flying. This is apparently due 
more to the need to keep an eye on them than 
any desire to avoid combat: Hamid says his 
unit was prohibited from overflying some 
Soviet installations in the Kabul area. Is 'haq 
recalls, "when there was a 100 percent risk 
of danger, Afghan pilots would be sent. On 
safer operations, Soviet would be sent." 

These flight restrictions did not reflect a 
lack of instrument qualifications . Once, 
Is'haq's unit was ordered to medevac a 
wounded Soviet advisor from the Kabul 
regime garrison at Chamkani, in Paktia 
Province, then completely under low cloud 
and well under minimum conditions . On the 
ground, the Soviet advisory team was afraid 
no helicopter could get through- until they 
heard the rotors above them. Then they told 
their Afghan allies that this was proof of the 
superior instrument flight capabilities of the 
Soviet air force . They had to change their 
tune very quickly when they saw that the 
glorious Soviet air force was socked in, and 
the medevac Hip was Afghan. The helicop­
ter crew received promotions for some very 
nice flying. 

Abdul flew Mi-8 Hip-Cs in the first year 
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Resistance hand-drawn copy of approach 
path for communist airfield. This was used 
to position SAM teams to engage aircraft on 
landing o'r takeoff, when they were most 
vulnerable. This sort of expertise was 
provided by former Kabul regime aircrew 
working with the resistance. Photo: David 
Isby 

of the war, flying from Kabul. He survived 
not only the ground fire, but the repeated 
purges of the officer corps in 1978-80, all 
the while passing information to the resist­
ance. Abdul started out flying transport mis­
sions. He recalls that he would often ferry 
party activists to distant villages in 1978-79 
to "educate" the locals in the glories of 
communism. He added that he would often 
have to fly back to the same village a few 
days later with a platoon of troops to pick up 
the activist's body. 

Abdul was not a great fan of the Hip-C. It 
was hard to trim at low speeds, he said. "I 
had to use my left leg on the controls a lot to 
correct," he remembered. The Hip-C's hot­
weather and high-altitude performance left 
much to be desired. While simple and robust, 
the Hip-C's major components had limited 
life, which strained the Kabul regime's capa­
bility to sustain its helicopters in action. 

VIP-transport version of Mi-8 Hip-C broken 
down inside hangar for maintenance. Photo: 
Courtesy David Isby 

Abdul also recalled the Hip-C's landing 
gear as being relatively fragile; there were a 
number of accidents when landing gears 
collapsed on fu lly loaded helicopte rs 
brought into rocky landing zones, the rotor 
blades shattering and slicing through those 
waiting on the ground as the helicopter 
keeled over. Abdul avoided these mishaps, 
as well as the increasing resistance gunfire. 
The Mi-8s he flew lacked armor plate (un­
like the Mi-17, which has 8mm external 
steel plates below the cockpit), protected 
fuel tanks, or a crash-worthy fuel system. 
For Abdul, the Mi-8 " was more a transport 
than a combat helicopter." 

As the war escalated, Abdul started 
flying attack missions. Some Hips were fit­
ted with gunsights and 250-kilogram, high­
explosive bombs or pods of 32 57mm rock­
ets on each of the Hip-C's four attachment 
points. " I would set the bombs on 'safe' 
before dropping them. The 57mm rockets 
were very inaccurate." A 12. 7mm DShKM 
heavy machine gun was also mounted in the 
nose of some Mi-8s, supposedly for range­
finding in rocket attacks. " When the tracers 
hit the target , we were supposed to fire the 
rockets, but it never worked that way." 

But , soon after the Soviet invasion , 
Abdul could no longer play the dangerous 
game of a double agent. There had been 
Soviet advisors with the Afghan helicopter 
force since the 1950s, but in 1978-79 their 
numbers increased and after the December 
1979 invasion, the Soviets took control. So 
Abdul, with his crew, decided to join the 
resistance and flew a Hip-C to Abdul's 
home village. His large family was waiting 
there to give him a hero's welcome. The Hip 
was camouflaged against possible air 
strikes, and the rocket pods were taken off 
and made into improvised ground launch­
ers. Since 1980, Abdul has done his fighting 
on the ground, with the resistance. 

Hamid was a flight engineer on an Mi-17 
Hip-H when it was shot down in Jadji, Pak­
tia, in June 1986, when Soviet battlefield 
success was at its height. Hamid survived 
many of the most intense battles of the war 
in 1984-86 flying attack (using 57mm rock­
ets) as well as air assault and resupply mis­
sions. In 1985, Chris Hooke, an Australian 
journalist, got to be on the receiving end of 
two Mi-17s making a rocket attack in Pak­
tia, at a time when Hamid was operating 
there. The helicopters came over the top of a 
hill, about 500 feet above ground level, 
firing 57mm rockets six at a time at 500- to 
750-meters' range-certainly not the mini­
mum-exposure tactics that were in use by 
1987. But by then the attack missions had 
become almost exclusively the responsibil­
ity of the Hinds. 

Among the resupply missions were 
flights into the mountains of Nuristan -
remote and distant, in the heart of the Hindu 
Kush between the Panjshir Valley and the 
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Pakistan border. The beneficiary of these 
flights was Sarwar Nuristani , who , while 
claiming to be a resistance leader, worked to 
fragment the Nuristan resistance , block 
lines of communication to the Panjshir Val­
ley, and pass intelligence back to Kabul. It 
was the 377th 's job to keep this useful mole 
well supplied with weapons and money. 
Both Hamid and Is ' haq flew missions to 
deliver them. 

When Hamid was in the 377th, there 
were 10 Soviet advisors in the unit: "They 
enjoyed full authority in the appointment 
and transfer of officers . They drew maps 
and plans and dispatched us through the 
regimental commander." This was typical 
of the advisor system throughout the Kabul 
regime military , in which the Soviets main­
tained day-to-day operational control. But 
by 1987 , Is'haq found that the Soviet advi­
sor strength in the 377th had been reduced to 
one man - Sarogen. His rank unknown (he 
wore a " sterile" Kabul regime flight suit), 
Sarogen was the shadow of the 377th's 
commanding officer, the Soviet-trained 
Lieutenant Colonel Assef, and he sat in the 
command room with him. Is'haq reports the 
relationship between the two men was 
friendly. Many Afghan aircrew, however, 
greatly resented the Soviets. 

Ibrahim qualified as a helicopter pilot 
after finishing the full 21-month course of 
the Kabul regime's Air and Air Defense Force 
Academy, including pilot training at Mazar­
e-Sharif (other helicopter pilots went to the 
Soviet Union for training). There were 67 
helicopter pilots in Ibrahim' s class who 
graduated in 1982. When he joined the re­
sistance in 1985 , 32 of them were still alive. 

While he was with the 377th, Ibrahim 
flew mainly resupply missions to commun­
ist outposts throughout Afghanistan -
Panjshir Valley , Khost, Gardez, Barikot , 
and Asmar - always armed with at least 
one .nose-mounted machine gun and four 
57mm rocket pods , plus one or two door­
gunners when the load permitted . Forma­
tions of two to 12 Hips were used , hauling in 
food, ammunition, and passengers , and fre­
quently bringing out dead and wounded. 
The Mi- l 7s flew in two-ship elements and 
four-ship flights. None of the four Afghans 
reported the 377th using the three-ship ele­
ments and five-ship flights the Soviets have 
been reported as sometimes using . Flights 
operate either in trail or line (75 to 90 meters 
between aircraft), echelon, or staggered 
trail. A variation of the standard "fluid 
four' ' formation seems to be common, with 
multiple flights either following in trail or 
being stepped up above. 

Sometimes, the landing zone at the small­
er outposts was under so much resistance 
fire that the helicopters were unable to land 
but rather had to drop their supplies from 
1,000 meters' altitude while moving. 
However, unlike the twin-turboprop Anto­
nov transports also used for these missions, 
the 377th 's Mi-l 7s had no targeting sight to 
help the crew see where they were dropping 
their cargo. In 1984, Ibrahim was among 
the crews tasked with dropping food to a 
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besieged Kabul regime outpost in Jadji , 
Paktia Province . Even at 1,000 meters they 
found resistance fire heavy and , aimed 
purely by rough windage , few of the bags of 
food landed within 200 meters of the out­
post. Ibrahim had only a limited 50-degree 
downward view from the Mi-l 7's cockpit 
and could not see below and behind at all 
(hence the need for someone in the rear to 
look for enemy gunfire or SAMs), and this 
hindered accuracy. After dropping only 
three bags of food , Ibrahim 's " kicker, " 
who was pushing the bags out of the rear 

MI-8/17 HIP STATS 
The Mi-8 / l 7 Hip - a large, un­

armored, turbine-powered aircraft - is 
the standard Soviet transport helicopter 
and is the helicopter that has equipped 
the 377th throughout the war. The Hip 
has a conventional all-metal, semi­
monocoque fuselage with a tricycle 
landing gear. Some Soviet versions (but 
not those supplied to the Afghans) are 
fitted with a Doppler radar for low­
altitude navigation; the antenna is 
mounted underthe tail boom . In addition 
to one large passenger door, there is a 
rear clam-shell door plus a hook and 
winch for external use . 

The Mi-8 Hip-C that Abdul flew (de­
signated Mi-8T in Soviet service) en­
tered production in 1962. It can carry 12 
stretchers in the medevac role. The out­
riggers have a total of four hard points. 
The other Afghans flew the Mi-17 Hip­
H, which replaced the Hip-C as the 
Kabul regime ' s standard assault and 
transport helicopter. It incorporates 
components and systems developed for 
the Haze A,SW helicopter. Up-engined, 
its outriggers have triple hard points as 
on the Hip-E. The tail rotor is shifted to the 
port side. The cargo hold is slightly en­
larged. Dust deflectors and improved sing­
le-engine performance (2,200 shp possible 
in single-engine operation) makes it more 
efficient in combat operations . 

Hips carry armament internally and 
on the hard points of the outriggers; their 
circular portholes usually have gunports 
for passengers to use their weapons . In­
ternal armament can consist of a 
12.7mm or 7.62x54R machine gun 

door of the Mi-17 , was hit and killed by 
ground fire , forcing Ibrahim to return to 
base. The garrison eventually fell from lack 
of food. 

The experience of the Soviet aircrews in 
Afghanistan must be close to that of these 
four Afghans. But it may well be, when 
Soviet helicopters are long gone from the 
skies of Afghanistan , helicopters of the 
Afghan air force - a free Afghan air force 
- will continue their difficult tasks , but this 
time , in peace. ~ 

Commercial versions of Mi-8 Hip-C aJI 
have military roles on mobilization. 
Photo: U.S. Navy 

mounted under the cockpit. Soviet Hip­
Es operating in Afghanistan, presum­
ably in the attack role, have a long­
barreled, 30rrun grenade launcher, be­
lieved similar to the AGS-17 , mounted 
in the same way, but they never provided 
this weapon to their Afghan allies. Hips 
in Afghanistan also have one or two rear­
ward-firing PKMB 7 .62x54R machine 
guns on a flexible mount in the doors. 
Each hard point can carry one 250 kilo­
gram bomb, chemical weapons cannis­
ter, 57mm rocket pod, or TKAB-481 
12. 7mm machine-gun pod. Sagger anti­
tank guided missile (ATGM) launch 
rails can be carried as well . Hips drop 
PFM-1 "B utterfly " antipersonnel 
mines from two external containers on 
the fuselage sides, each with a 144 mine 
capacity. Hips can be used to produce 
smokescreens . 

Maneuverability of the Hip is limited 
compared to that of the most recent 
Western helicopters. Hip-Cs are prohib­
ited from negative-G maneuvers. At 
least in the earJy stages of the war, Abdul 
reported that Kabul regime Hip-Cs had 
to shut down their engines to refuel, the 
"hot" refueling familiar in NATO op­
erations being prohibited. This was a 
safety consideration - the Soviets did 
not have the same limitations . Perform­
ance of the Hip-C is marginal when 
loaded in hot weather at high altitude 
landing zones. 
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SOI~ ELECTRONIC WARFARE 

NAVY WIZARDS 
Smoke and Mirrors in Defense of the Fleet 



by John B. Dwyer 

You could make it out now and then , 
just over the horizon, north of the U .S. 

carrie r group in the South China Sea. 
Seventh Fleet sai lo rs in 1967 knew the con­
figuration well. The harmless looking ship 
had been shadowing them si nce they 'd 
taken station in the Gulf of Tonkin prepara­
tory to launch ing air strikes against North 
Vietnam. 

Double-hulled, 63-foot, 
air-sea rescue boat, 

primary support craft of 
Beach Jumpers in World War II. 

Photo: National Archives 

But it wasn' t as harmless as it looked. It 
was a Soviet inte lligence-gathering trawler 
brist ling wi th antennae. S ince the early 
1960s the ubiquitous vessels had appeared 
on the scene to monitor acti vities like Polar­
is submarine sea trials and nuclear weapons 
tes ting in the Pacific range . 

Aboard the destroyer USS Jenkins a 
lieutenant studied the trawler through his 
binoculars. He 'd seen it during previous 
duty in the Sea of Japan. Though it was the 
enemy , he'd come to have a grudgi ng re­
spect for their capabilities . He and his men 
had analyzed carrier-based aircraft com­
munication c ircuits and learned that pilots 
and combat air controllers were such crea­
tu res of habit that they used the same code 
words repeatedly on bombing missions. It 
was a pattern that Soviet listeners on the 
trawler soo n deciphered. The fa mili a r 
words were eas ily associated with a location 
or combat tactic and connected with the 
same ones used on prev ious sorties . A path­
fi nder aircraft, for instance , might declare a 
primary target as closed-in and would then 
OK the secondary one by an identifiable 
code word. Trawler technicians only had to 
radio that data to NY A antiaircraft units at 
the secondary target areas where they 'd be 
waiting fo r Navy jets. As soon as the lieute­
nant got the information he was wai ting for 
he and his men would be able to deny the 
trawler that vi tal data and any other intelli­
gence it might obtain from the carrier ' s op­
erat ions . 

As he walked back to his cubbyhole, 
actually a portable , secure communications 
shelter installed at Subic Bay, some of the 
destroyermen who'd seen him before won­
dered who he was. Nobody they 'd talked to 
had a clue. 

Before making it back to his " office," 
the lieutenant was hai led by a yeoman who 
info rmed him he was wanted in the radio 
shack. The coded message he was given , 
relayed from the carrier, was, he knew, 
from a Naval Security Agency signals in­
telligence source. De-crypted, it told him 
what he needed to know - the frequency or 
channel being used by the intelligence traw­
ler and the time frame during which it was 
actively engaged in monitoring and record­
ing fleet operations. 

Crammed inside the secure she lter space 
was a row of " black boxes, " in this case 

UNCONVENTIONAL 
NAVY OBSERVER 

This is is John Dwyer's sixth article 
for Soldier of Fortune Magazine. A 
Vietnam veteran, Dwyer specializes in 
maritime special oper.ttions. His !)!e­
vious articles include "Navy SEALs in 
Libya," Febuary '88, "Surface Ac­
tion," May '87, "Swamp Warrior,'' 
December '86, "UDTs in Korea 
September '86, and "SEAL Saga • 
October ' 85. 

Leaving Hollywood for the Navy, Douglas 
Fairbanks Jr. was instrumental in 
convincing the Navy to create Beach 
Jumpers. After service with Admiral Louis 
Mountbatten's combined operations staff 
(which controlled commando operations), 
Fairbanks became convinced of need for 
special units to support amphibious 
operations. Photo was taken while 
Fairbanks, then lieutenant commander, was 
serving as special operations officer for 8th 
Fleet in August 1944. Photo: courtesy Capt. 
Douglas Fairbanks Jr., USNR (Ret.) 

sophisticated , high-power jammer transmit­
ters . They were operated by a team of highly 
skilled specialists who , like the lieutenant, 
were members of Beach Jumper Unit One, 
Western Pacific Detachment. Based at Sub­
ic Bay , Philippines , and Futemma, Okina­
wa, they were part of a group of elite elec­
tronic warriors deployed , ashore and afloat , 
to Vietnam since 1966. 

When the destroyer had maneuvered as 
directed , several hundred yards away from 
and aside the trawler with the carrier abaft, 
the Beach Jumpers got down to business. 

In World War II they called it " barrage 
jumping. " Injecting more meaning into the 
phrase, the BJU-1 team termed it " down the 
throat jamming. " And that' s exactly what 
they did. With the ir highly directional 
antennae aimed at the trawler, six jammer 
transrr.itters with special modulators were 
turned on. Blasted into the ears of flinching 
Soviet listeners , and no doubt eliciting a 
salty flow of Russian expletives, was a vari­
ety of bagpipe-sounding , shift-pulse or ran­
dom noise that wrecked the trawler's intelli­
gence gathering mission . Ivan would learn 
nothing about 7th Fleet carrier operations -
U.S. Navy Beach Jumpers would make sure 
of that. 

What came to be called Beach Jumpers 
(itself a cover name) was one of several 
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special naval units fom1ed in 1942- 1943 to 
support amphibious operations. Borrowing 
a concept from the British and adapting it to 
their own needs , the U.S. Navy trained spe­
cialist volunteers at Camp Bradford , Virgi­
nia, and Ocracoke Island , North Carolina, 
to man Beach Jumper Units One through 
Nine as secret tactical cover and deception 
teams. The mission of these unique units 
was to utilize special devices and techniques 
to deceive, divert and confuse the enemy as 
to the actual time and place of amphibious 
landings ... making them believe, for in­
stance, that instead of it happening at Point 
A, the assault would actually occur at Point 
B , 100 miles to the west. 

From 1943 to 1945 the BJs, as they called 
themselves, operated from lightly armed 
63-foot air-sea rescue boats, PT (Patrol Tor­
pedo) boats and LCis (Landing Craft, Infan­
try) in special task groups. Using sonic de­
ception " heaters" (which broadcast the re­
corded sounds of assault landings - clank­
ing anchor cables, creaking tanks, etc.), 
towed naval balloons wiih attached radar 
reflectors (which made small boats look li ke 

Change of command ceremony, Beach 
Jumper Unit One, July 1966. At right is 
Captain Phil Bucklew, a legend in Navy 
special warfare community, for whom Navy 
Special Warfare Center is named. Photo: 
DoD 

cruisers on enemy radars), chaff-filled rock­
ets, communications deception, pyrotechnics 
and jammers, they successfully deceived the 
Germans and Japanese from Salemo and 
southern France to the Philippines in daring 
night missons. 

Disestabl ished after World War II , BJ 
units were reconstituted in July 1951 as 
Beach Jumper Unit One, at Naval Amphi­
bious Base (NAB) Coronado, California, 
and Beach Jumper Unit 2, at NAB Little 
Creek, Virginia . The BJs were placed under 
the commanders of the Amphibious Forces, 
Atlantic and Pacific Fleets. The Navy put 
the Beach Jumpers at the lead of a special 
warfare initiative to meet the new strategic 
and tactical challenges of the Cold War era. 
Commando and advanced electronic war­
fare capabilities would be added to their 
tactical cover and deception mission . Un­
fortunately, the Korean conflict, which had 
first priority on resources and manpower, 
negated most of that ambitious program. 
But the BJs nevertheless made valuable 
contributions; playing the aggressor force, 
simulating nuclear explosions during sche­
duled fleet amphibious exercises, testing 
communications security, and evaluating 
new hydrofoil craft. As ever, they were a 
versatile force. 

At one point the commanding officer of 
BJU-2, Lieutenant Commander Phil Buck­
lew (a highly decorated World War II Scout 

& Raider veteran and experienced special 
warfare operator), was summoned to the 
Pentagon. He was asked if he could rig a 
fishing boat with suitable electronic gear 
and sail it into the Caspian Sea to monitor 
Soviet Fleet maneuvers. Though he didn' t 
relish the job, Bucklew replied that, though 
he 'd have to start the project from scratch , 
fitting out the vessel, he could do it. 
Apparently it was a case of the super-secret 
National Security Agency assessing an op­
tion. Bucklew never heard anything more 
about it. The event points out, however, that 
as far back as the mid-50s, the Navy and 
other government agencies appreciated the 
kinds of electronic warfare capabilities the 
BJs were developing. Already they had 
jammers so powerful that , if used anywhere 
near their bases , they'd have wiped out 
communications for large sections of the 
coast. 

During that same period, the BJs trained 
aboard such submarines as the USS Sea 
Lion (APSS-3 15) so that they could be clan­
destinely inserted and extracted. 

In October 1963, U.S. naval special war­
fare came of age with the establishment of 
Naval Operations Support Group, Pacific 
(special warfare training and efforts , espe­
cially those focused on Southeast Asia, 
were now concentrated on the West coast) 
which placed under one commissioned 
command all special warfare units - UDT 
(Underwater Demolition Team), SEAL 
(Sea, Air and Land) teams, Boat Support 
Units and the Beach Jumpers . 

Equipment and operational techniques 
were developed and employed as required 
to conduct not only tactical but strategic 
deception in support of U .S . national policy 
objectives. This would invariably involve 
the BJs in clandestine or covert electronic 
special warfare. Beach Jumper personnel 
were called upon to provide planning in 
their field of expertise for the chief of naval 
operations and for all major fleet staffs . 
BJU-1 and its Western Pacific Detachment, 
which was manned on a rotating six-month 
basis , for instance, gave planning support to 
the staffs of the Commander-in-Chief Paci­
fic (CINCPAC), Commander-in-Chief , 
Pacific Fleet (CINCPACFL T) and Seventh 
Fleet. 

The war in Vietnam provided a unique 
challenge to the officers and men of BJU-1. 
Their mission at the time, as stated, was: 
' 'Assisting operating fleet forces in provid­
ing tactical cover and deception in support 
of naval warfare; conducting manipulative 
and imitative deception, and transmitting 
psychological warfare material by radio or 
sound." 

In the first place they had to tailor that 
mission to the particular requirements of 
unconventional warfare. They then had to 
carry out tasks with a minimum of personnel 

Aboard such destroyers as USS Jenkins, 
Western Pacific Detachment of Beach 
Jumper Unit One supported 7th Fleet 
operations during war in Vietnam. Photo: 
DoD 
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and assets. As it turned out , the BJs were 
limited to conducti ng primaril y psycho­
logical warfare (psywar) and electronic 
countermeasures (ECM) operations . 

Psychological Warfare: Though limited 
in what they could accomplish , BJs did 
what they could conducting psywar activi­
ties , especially in support of operations in 
the Mekong Delta. They would, fo r exam­
ple, use backpack-portable, 250-watt loud­
speaker-telephone sets to broadcast psywar 
material from aboard river patro l . boats 
(PB Rs) or whi le in the fie ld with SEAL 
squads to either shake up the YC, or, at 
other times, for the benefit of the civilian 
population. 

Also in the De lta , BJ tea ms would 
accompany SEALs for special sensor em­
placement miss ions. After being led by 
SEALs to a known YC trai l, the BJs would 
get to work and set out highl y sensiti ve 
acoustic and seismi c intrusion detectors 
(Acous ids). T hese dev ices had mi cro­
phones at the base of their antennaes which 
could be activated by remote control. Being 
able to moni tor YC moveme nt w ith 
Acousids, and having the intelligence data 
they provided, sometimes gave SEALs the 
edge they neede d to pl an effec tive 
ambushes, whi le also lett ing them generally 
keep tabs on the enemy. 

While their World War II forebears were 
able to use manipulative deception tech­
niques successfully and often, it was a diffe­
rent situation for the BJs in Vietnam. 

In one case they drew up a pl an to foo l 
North Vietnamese inte ll igence observers by 
feedi ng them fa lse informat ion that would 
keep NY A gro und fo rces off balance 
enough to delay or prevent a poss ible attack. 
However, the plan was never executed since 
it requi red a level of sophistication and 
knowledge the South Vietnamese army just 
didn 't have. But then, even when BJ offi­
cers approached U.S. Army field comman­
ders with suggest ions or plans fo r deception 
operations that they could have conducted , 
they discovered that most of those comman­
ders wanted noth ing to do with them. 

As has been stated, the BJs were short on 
personnel and assets. This meant that the 
kinds of missions j ust described had to be , 
fo r them, nothing more than sidelights. It 
was at sea, aboard suitable :ilatforms, usual­
ly destroyers , -chat ti1e officers and men of 
BJl '-1 made their most valuable contribu­
tions not only off the coast of Vietnam but 
throughout the Pacific theater with their 
forte , electronic countermeasures. Even be­
fo re deploying to Vietnam there were BJ 
teams aboard 7th Fleet carrier stri ke-force 
ships ready to conduct a vital countermea­
sure mission. 

After the Korean conflict and through the 
early 1960s , carrier strike fo rces operating 
off the coasts of the People's Republic of 
China and the Soviet Union represented a 
primary deterrent against attack by the 
Soviets . As a resul t, those carriers were 
principal targets for the Soviets . Aware of 
this, the Navy called upon the Beach Jump­
ers to work up a tactic to protect the fl attops. 
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September 1969. Sailors from Beach 
Jumper Unit One train with 250-watt, 
man-portable loudspeaker and portable 
telephone of type used in Vietnam. Photo: 
DoD 

They called it the " missile trap." 
T he main threat to carriers was air­

laun ched mi ss il es, spec ifica ll y, radar­
guided ' ' beam riders.'' In the event one was 
ever fi red at a carrier, BJ teams aboard a 
destroyer in the vicini ty were prepared to 
make their ship a missi le trap. The scenario 
went like this. 

If and when the BJs detected enemy air­
craft illuminating the carrier force wi th their 
radars , they prepared to initiate counter­
measures. Should an ai rcraft achieve " lock 
on," signi fyi ng it was about to launch a 
missi le, BJs would immediately start send­
ing signals up the beam of a launched mis­
sile. Since the missile was being guided 
initially by data from the ai rcraft and pro­
grammed to ride its radar beam on left, 
right , up or down vectors , the BJs countered 
with exactly opposite signals. If their equip­
ment " read" the aircraft's guidance signals 
telling the missile to go left , it would send a 
stronger signal telling it to veer right. By 
these guidance-confus ing radar counter­
measures it was hoped that eventually the 
miss ile would fa ll off harmlessly into the 
ocean. But, if it reached what was called the 
"cross over" point without having been 

th rown off course, then the destroyer became, 
in effect, a missile trap -1he missile's own 
radar homing in on the signals being sent by 
the BJs. Sacrifice a destroyer, save a carrier. 

When these missions were first given to 
the BJs by the Navy , the missile-trap team 
officer in charge worked on a need-to-know 
bas is , meaning the destroyer ' s skipper 
wasn' t aware that, if it came to it, his ship 
would become a missi le decoy to be pur­
posely damaged or sunk. Luckily fo r every­
one concerned it was a situation that never 
occurred . 

In other operati ons aboard destroyers 
with carrier task forces , BJ teams played 
pass ive and active countermeasures decep­
tion games with Sov iet coastal listening 
posts. 

In the pass ive mode an entire task force , 
carrying out a Beach Jumper plan , would go 
completely e lectronically silent in the Sea of 
Japan . From the sudden vacuum thus cre­
ated , BJs were able to assume hostile radar 
radiations, pick out radio call signs and vari­
ous telltale electronic "fingerprints" up to 
500 mi les away . 

Then, to confuse and deceive those same 
shore-based monitoring stations, BJs went 
on the attack. Using sophisticated equip­
ment they themselves had developed to cov­
er certain task-force operations, they pro­
ceeded to feed those stat ions the signals and 

Continued on page 74 
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SOI~ MEMORABILIA 

BLOOD CHITS 
Aviators' Last Hope Resurrected for Good Cause 
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by SOF Staff 

"WRAPPING oneself in the flag" is 
a term usually reserved for those 

of dubious intent who would identify them­
selves with the Flag , Mom, Apple Pie or 
something else of undoubtable purity in 
order to establish innocence-by-associa­
tion. But there have been those who wrapped 
themselves in the flag for other reasons. At 
the last stand at Gundamuk during the Brit­
ish retreat from Afghanistan in 1842, Cap­
tain Souter of the 44th Foot (see " Afghan 
Death March," SOF, February '89) wrapped 
the colors around himself in order that he 
might save them - but when he was cap­
tured the flag saved him, as the Afghans 
reasoned he must be tremendously impor­
tant to wear the flag , so they spared him to 
trade for enormous ransom . 

About a hundred years later, the Brits 
were again fighting in Afghanistan , this 
time flying 30's-era planes while Pathan 
rebels along the Indian frontier were dem­
onstrating there was no end to their skill in 
winging low-flying aircraft with rusty En­
fields . RAF crews always carried special 
papers which promised safe conduct and a 
large cash reward for any tribesman who 
would deliver the downed flyer intact to 
British lines . Armed with these documents, 
captured airmen were an infinitely better 
insurance risk than captured ground pound­
ers, although immunity from live dis­
memberment was not absolutely certain. 

Military aviators have carried survival 
kits of one sort or another almost as long as 
they have been fighting in the air . When 
they began fighting in the air above terrain 
which friendly forces did not occupy , one of 
the best survival toolc p;-aved to be positive 
identification in several languages which 
would solicit help and/or promise rewards t<? 
those assisting the downed aviator with his 
physical needs and safe return to his people . 

After Jimmy Doolittle flew B-25s from a 
carrier and bombed Japan in 1942 and then 
headed his bomber force north to crash-land 
in China , he found his way to a Nationalist 
Chinese army unit. When the Chinese offi­
cer heard Doolittle ' s story that he had flown 

Continued on page 70 

Beautifully framed and suitable for display 
in den, office or collection, these Blood 
Chits are the genuine article, in mint 
condition. 
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As reported in the July 
'88 issue of Soldier of 

Fortune Magazine, the 
U.S. Army has adopted a 
new sniper weapon system 
(SWS), the M24. In the 
opinion of this author and 
others experienced in this 
field , the Army has 
adopted a sniper weapon 
system that is badly 
flawed. If that were not 
enough , by any reasonable 
comparison the Army is 
also paying nearly twice 
what it should have to pay! 

First , let me corroborate 
that the M24 does not lack 
in accuracy. In fact, it is 
an extremely accurate 
sniper rifle. However, 
although all good sniper 
rifles are accurate , not all 
accurate rifles are good 
sniper rifles. The rigors of 
combat demand that a 
military sniper rifle be 
rugged, reliable. 
field-maintainable , and 
flexible enough in design 
to meet the wide variety of 
missions it may have to 
fu lfill. I seriously question 
whether the M24 meets 
these criteria. 

Let us first examine the 
rifle's action. The rifle is 
built on what appears to be 
a standard Remington 
M700 long action. This is 
a superb sporting rifle 
action , one of the strongest 
and safest actions ever 
made . It also has an 
extremely fast lock time. 
However, as the basis for 
a general-purpose military 
sniping rifle , it has major 
shortcomings. The 
extractor is entirely 
satisfactory for a sporting 
rifle , but it leaves much to 
be desired for military use . 
Should the extractor break , 
the sniper may well have 
his rifle out of commission 
- wi th no way of readily 
putting it back in 
commission unless he 
carries an additional bolt, 
because replacing the 
M700 extractor requires 
special tools. Compare this 
wi th the French FRF2 
sniper rifle or the British 
L96A I sniper rifle where 
the extractor of either can 
be replaced in less than ·a 
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minute without special 
tools. If the M700 
extractor almost never 
broke , this would not be 
too important, but my 
interviews with gunsmiths 
indicate that the M700 
extractor does break. This 
is not surprising because of 
its relatively small size and 
thin construction and the 
stress placed on it by the 

strong caroming action 
upon opening the M700 
bolt. Gunsmith Kerry 
Gleezen , for example, told 
me he had recently 
attended a Remington 
seminar where a major 
topic of discussion among 
the gunsmiths there was 
the high incidence of 
Remington extractors 
breaking. Gleezen plies his 
trade in a state where 
shotguns are the regulation 
deer weapon , but in spite 
of this he has replaced 
several M700 extracors 
over the years . Indeed, 
Remington Model 700 
extractors break often 
enough on sporting rifles 
that the B-Square 
Company has found it 
financially feasible to 
market a special tool 
enabling gunsmiths to 
install new extractors in 
Remington bolts . As it 
costs $32 , it is unlikely 
gunsmiths would buy this 
tool if there were no 
demand to replace broken 
extractors, and Brownells 
(a leading U.S. gunsmith 
supplier) told me they have 
sold " quite a lot" of this 
item . 

New M700 bolts have 
been redesigned to allow 
replacement with only a 
notched screwdriver. Does 
this mean the M24' s 
extractor is then 
field-replaceable if the 
sniper carries this tool and 
a spare extractor? Gleezen 
says, " Maybe , but if 
you're going to try that in 
the field , you 'd better have 
a pocketful of extractors. '' 
Because of the strong 
caroming action on 
opening of the M700 bolt , 
tremendous force is 
exerted by the extractor; 
with a combat-dirty or 
rusted chamber you can 
either tear the base off the 
cartridge or break the 
extractor. 

It goes without saying 
that a good soldier should 
never let his chamber get 
rus~y . . . but it happened 
to me in Vietnam on a 
sniper mission when we 
had to pull out under fire 
and keep moving until the 
next morning. By the time 
I had a chance to clean the 
weapon , it had a rusted 
chamber. Since a mil itary 
sniping rifle can be 
expected to get much more 
use under far more 
difficult conditions than 
any sporting rifle , one 
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could expect extractor 
breakage to occur often 
enough (in a military arm , 
at all is often enough) to 
present a problem . I find it 
particularly questionable 
that the M24 combines 
both a vulnerable extractor 
with the fact that it cannot 
be readily replaced . This is 
especially so since totally 
satisfactory, stronger 
extractor designs, which 
can be easily replaced , 
have been around since 
before the tum of the 
century and are currently 
avai lable off-the-shelf. 

One of the major 
reasons given to justi fy 
replacing the M 14-based 
M21 sniper system with a 
new system was the fac t 
that the M2 I was not field 
maintainable . It is ironic 
that the M24 is also not 
field maintainable with 
regard to its bolt group. 

Should a sniper in a 
conventional Army unit 
break an extractor, there 
are channels fo r that rifl e 
to be turned in fo r repair. 
This was invariably the 
case in Vietnam with the 
U.S. Marine M40 sniper 
rifle, also based on the 
Remington M700 action. 
However, fo r many special 
operations missions there 
are no readily available 
channels through which to 
return the sniper system to 
a repair fac ility . Even if 
there were, in all 
likelihood the mission 
would have to be scrubbed 
to do so . This is such a 
serious problem that one 
Special Forces sniper who 
was responsible for the 
sniping program for an 
entire SF Group told the 
author that he was 
suggesting each M24 be 
fi tted with two complete 
bolt assemblies for special 
operations. That way , 
should an extractor break , 
the sniper could replace 
the enti re bolt and continue 
the mission . In spite of 
this obvious need, and in 
spite of Remington's offer 
to fit two complete bolts to 
each rifle, the Army turned 
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down this option. In an 
unconventional warfare 
(UW) mission, resupply is 
almost entirely by air with 
no way to return weapons 
fo r repair. In such cases , 
the SF weapons men 
would have to carry in any 
special tools and spares to 
keep the M24 in operation. 

The deficiencies with 
the M24 extractor are only 
a problem if something 
breaks. I regard the fac t 
that the M24 does not have 
a detachable magazine as a 
major and inexcusable 
deficiency , even when 
everything is functioning 
correctly . The M24 can 
only be loaded one round 
at a time. It has a 
magazine capacity of only 
four rounds and a fully 
loaded capacity of only 
five rounds , including one 
in the chamber. In any 
engagement that takes 
more than fi ve rounds, fo r 
all practical purposes the . 
M24 reverts to being a 
single-shot weapon. If you 
are thi nking , " So what if 
it can' t be quickly 
reloaded , snipers only fi re 
one or two shots at a time 
anyway ," think again! 
This is a misconception 
brought about by the 
ambush style of sniping 
conducted by the Marines 
in Vietnam. The fact is 
that a sniper rifle should 
be a flex ible weapon 
employable in the wide 
range of circumstances 
where precise small-arms 
fire can be effecti ve 
against enemy personnel or 
equipment. 

A good example would 
be the mechanized 
battlefield our forces are 
likely to encounter in 
Europe, the Middle East, 
or parts of Africa. A 
common sniper mission 
when fac ing tanks and 
armored personnel carriers 
is to engage all vehicle 
commanders who are 
exposed from their 
hatches. Obvious! y, if any 
vehicle commander can be 
hit , it will greatly affec t 
that vehicle's operation. 
Even if they are not hit , 
such sniping will force all 
arn1ored vehicle 
commanders to " button 
up , '' mini mizing their 
vision and hampering their 

Ghillie-suited sniper uses his 
No. 2 man as a rest while he 
sights ART-scoped M21. 
Author prefers such a 
weapon over the M24 for its 
detachable magazine and 
rate of fi re if needed. Photo: 
courtesy DoD 

movement and target 
engagement capabili ties . 
Such a scenario will 
present the sniper with 
multiple moving targets 
that a five- round capac ity 
and single-shot reload 
capability probably could 
not handle. 

In urban warfare , 
snipers are often used to 
control avenues and sectors 
to prevent enemy 
movement and advance. 
Often, snipers are used to 
engage enemy crew-served 
weapon positions, such as 
machine-gun bunkers, gun 

pits, etc., to silence the 
weapon unt il maneuvering 
forces can actually destroy 
the pos ition. Any such 
sniper mission can eas il y 
require a rate and quant ity 
of fire that the M24 could 
not supply. Isn' t it a little 
ironic that during World 
War I , Corporal Alvin 
York was able to kill 25 
enemy soldiers , silence an 
entire German machine 
gun battalion of 35 
machine guns and capture 
132 enemy pri soners using 
a cl ip-loaded , peep-sighted 
M 19 17 Enfie ld , but he 
probably could not perform 
the same feat 70 years 
later with the " modern " 
M24 SWS because of its 
inability to maintain a 
suffic ient rate of fire? This 
is progress? 
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Besides specific 
missions that can require a 
higher rate and volume of 
fire than the M24 can 
supply, there are frequent 
chance encounters when a 
sniper makes accidental 
contact with an ·enemy 
patrol while going out or 
coming back from a 
mission. Usually the sniper 
is only accompanied by an 
observer armed with an 
M l6Al. The author has 
talked with Army snipers 
who had just that happen 
to them in Vietnam , and 
al-I were happy that they 
had detachable-magazine 
fed weapons that could be 
reloaded quickly . They 
owed their li ves to the fact 
that they could lay down a 
suffic ient base of accurate 
fire to force the enemy 
patrol to halt long enough 
fo r them to disengage. 
Trying to do the same with 
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a five-shot rifle that must· 
be reloaded one round at a 
time is , to say the least, 
hazardous to the health of 
the sniper. 

A limited magazine 
capacity such as that of the 
M24 also largely prohibits 
the use of the sniper rifle 
for searching fire . 
Searching fire is used 
when the enemy cannot be 
seen , but his general 
location can be identified 
from his fi re . This is a 
typical situation in heav ily 
wooded terrain. One 
particul arly good example 
of the use of precision 
searching fire was by a 

sniper in the 1st Cavalry 
Di vision in Vietnam. 
While he was traveling 
with a line company, the 
unit made contact with a 
large enemy fo rce . He 
crawled forward to the 
point of contact and began 
engaging suspected enemy 
firing positions with 
precise searching fire. He 
fired close to the ground , 
spacing his rounds a few 
inches apart while 
traversing the suspected 
enemy pos it ions. He 
managed [O kill nine 
enemy ·in that one 
engagement with thi s 
technique; however , to 
accomplish this he also 
expended several 20-round 
magazines of ammunition, 
something the M24 could 
never do. 

There are also those 
times when the sniper is 
operating in extreme cold , 
forcing him to wear 
trigger-finger mittens or 
gloves . The prospect of 
trying to reload a sniper 
rifle with single rounds 
under the pressure of such 
circumstances makes my 
blood run cold . 

The lack of a detachable 
magazine also severely 
hinders the sniper's ability 
to switch types of 
ammunition to best engage 
a specific target. Earlier it 
was mentioned that the 
sniper may engage enemy 
equipment as well as 
personnel. It is in fac t part 
of current U.S. special 
operations doctrine to use 
precise rifle fire to 
neutralize enemy 
equipment wherever 
poss ible. Targets can range 
from fuel tanks or blivets 
to radar dishes, even 
aircraft or missiles on the 
ground . Thus a sniper may 
need to switch his 
weapon 's loading from 
match ball to armor 
piercing or armor piercing 
incendiary . With a full 
M24, the rounds which are 
already in the weapon 
must be removed singly or 
by dropping the fl oor 
plate . Then the weapon 
must be reloaded one 
round at a time. Compare 
that with just removing a 
magazine and replacing it 
with another one loaded 
with proper ammunition 

fo r the particular fi re 
mission. 

Frankly , it makes no 
sense to me that U.S. 
snipers must be 
encumbered with a weapon 
that feeds from a 
fo ur-round fi xed magazi ne 
which must be reloaded 
one round at a time . This 
is particularl y nonsensical 
considering the fact that all 
the standard U.S. Army 
sniper rifles since late 
World War II could be 
quickly reloaded using 
clips (M IC and M ID) or 
magazines (M l 4 or M2 1). 
It is even stranger to adopt 
such a weapon in light of 
the fac t that the British 
L96A 1, the Parker-Hale 
M85, the French FRF2, 
the Steyr SSG, the 
Springfield Armory M21, 
the German H&K PSG- 1 , 
the Israeli Gali! Sniper 
rifle and the Soviet SYD 
sniper rifles , among 
others, all use detachable 
magazines. It is a design 
shortcoming that is totally 
inexcusable , as we are not 
talking here about 
developing new and 
sophisticated technology . 

What is part icularly 
ironic is the fact that the 
Army required Remington 
to replace the aluminum 
trigger guard and floor 
plate assembly of the 
M700 action with one 
made of steel. Since 
Remington does not make 
such an assembly in steel 
it was fo rced to have the 
steel assemblies custom 
made for the rifle , at 
considerable additional 
expense. The net result 
was to raise the cost of the 
rifle unnecessarily , make it 
heavier, increase the 
number of rustable parts, 
and still not provide a 
de tachable magazine. A 
similar or even smaller 
expenditure could have 
easily equipped the rifle 
with a minimal-capacity 
but detachable box 
magazine. For example , 
the latest Brownells 
gunsmith supply catalog 
offers a magazine 
conversion assembly fo r 
the Remington M700 long 
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action. Called the 
"Kwik-Klip," it offers a 
steel, four-round magazine 
complete with aluminum 
trigger guard and floor 
plate for a retail price of 
$55.90. While a 
four-round magazine is 
less than ideal, it is far 
better than single-round 
reloading. Such a system 
could undoubtably be 
modified to handle I 0- or 
even 20-round detachable 
magazines. Better yet 
would be a trigger guard 
assembly like that found 
on the Parker-Hale M85 
sniper rifle, which would 
accept the 
already-in-service Ml4 
magazines. 
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Another expensive 
design shortcoming of the 
M24 .is its backup iron 
sights. Unlike the British 
L96Al, the Parker-Hale 
M85, the U.S. M21, the 
Israeli Galil sniper rifle, or 
even the Soviet SYD, the 
M24's iron sights are not 
integral with the weapon. 
They are designed to be 
carried separately and 
mounted when needed. 
The potential for these 
separate sights being lost, 
damaged, or otherwise 
unavailable for mounting 
when needed is extremely 
high considering the 
confusion and hard knocks 
of combat. In addition, 
M24 iron sights are the 
match-target type, which 
are expensive, bulky and 

relatively fragile. They do 
enable the sniper to carry 
on his mission should the 
telescopic sight become 
unusable for some reason, 
but they are not nearly as 
satisfactory for most 
situations as the backup 
sights found on the M2 l or 
on the latest British sniper 
rifles. 

For example, if a sniper 
were parachuting or 
rappelling iii from a 
chopper, he would 
normally detach his scope 
to prevent damage. With 
the other sniper rifles · 
mentioned, he would have 
excellent iron sights 
already on the rifle and 

ready for use when he hit 
the ground. With the M24 
he would either have to go 
in without sights mounted 
or with a high probability 
of damaging his iron sights 
because they are so bulky, 
fragile and exposed. 
Assuming the iron sights 
are mounted on the M24, 
once on the ground the 
sniper would then have to 
completely remove both 
the front and rear sights 
and stow them away 
before the telescopic sight 
could be mounted. It 
provides an unnecessary 
delay at an often critical 
time, with a high 
probability that the iron 
sights will be lost when 
the change is being made 
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worried about the scope 
holding zero or breaking 
than I would about 
breaking an extractor.'' 

Regards lack of 
integral imn sights, Land 
states , "A sniper has no 
need for iron sights; his 
backup man engages tlie 
close targets , if any." 

Regards .300 Win Mag 
potential, Jim continues: 
"Marine Corps long-range 
rifle teams have been 
using the .300 Win Mag 
for 600- to 1000-yard 
shooting for years and like 
it. fjust got back from 
Picatinny Arsenal, and 
they are struggling to get 
the .300 approved right 
now. The troops want it, 
but supply people have 
misgivings about adding 
another caliber to supply 
channels, which was 
precisely what prevented 
the Marine Corps from 
adopting the .300 Win 
Mag as a sniper round.'· 

We asked Land if, 
based on his experience 
with the Marine Corps 
sniping program, he was 
satisfied with the M700 
Remington or if he 
would prefer an 
autoloader (M21, or 
other). He replies, "No! 
With an autoloader, the 
sniper tends to get 
involved in the firefight, 
which is not his mission, 
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and when this happens 
his mission suffers. In 
Vietnam, we spotted 
more enemy troops from 
the flash of the sun off 
the flying brass from 
their Kalashnikov assault 
rifles than from any other 
cause; for this reason I 
prefer a bolt-action which 
will allow the sniper to 
slowly extra.ct the spent 
case and put it back in 
his pocket. Brass from an 
autoloader must be 
policed up if you don ' t 
want to give away a hide 
you might want to use 
again." 

Kokalis also has some 
further observations: 
" The U.S. Anny is 
reportedly disgruntled 
with its new M24 SWS. 
At $4,995 per crack, 
they will never be able to 
procure enough to move 
them from 
battalion-issue-only down 
to company level , where 
they areclesperately 
needed. Each Soviet 
mechanized rifle platoon 
has one Dragunov-armed 
sniper. Furthermore, it 
has been reported that the 
aluminum bedding block 
has, in some instances, 
broken away from the 
Kevlar/graphite/glass-fiber 
reinforced stock, and that 
the completely adjustable 
buttplate assembly 

(another specified 
requirement of the RFP) 
has proven itself to be a 
white elephant of no 
value in the field . 
Finally , after completion 
of its commitment to the 
U.S. Anny, Leupold 
intends to drop its entire 
military/police scope 
line. To convince 
Congress they needed the 
M24, the previously 
issued and 
AMTU-inspired M21 (a 
scoped and tuned Ml4) 
was denounced until it 
became an anathema 
beyond redemption. Now 
these very same general 
officers are planning to 
shuffle back through the 
halls of Congress with a 
request for what they are 
now calling the 
'Ml4/lmproved ' (a 
scoped and tuned 
Ml4)." 

-Don McLean 

Readers with combat 
sniper experience are 
invit~d to address their 
comments and 
observations to the 
FLAK editor at SOF. 

The M24 SWS - is the 
honeymoon over? Photo: 
courtesy Remington Arms, 
Inc. 

under the pressure of 
combat. 

Another typical situation 
is when there is a driving 
rain. Such weather 
conditions make use of a 
telescopic sight nearly 
impossible , but available 
visibility will often still 
allow use of iron sights out 
to several hundred meters. 
Such weather conditions 
can often come and go 
quickly. With the M24 the 
sniper would take off his 
scope and for a short but 
significant time have a 
rifle with no sights. 
Likewise in the reverse 
situation. With intergal 
iron sights, the sniper 
cannot be caught with his 
pants down , so to speak. 
Integral, well-protected 
iron sights are a far better 
solution . 

The announced contract 
price for the M24 SWS 
was $4,995 for the first 
500 units , with the price 
dropping $1,000 for 
additional orders. Good 
sniper rifles don 't come 
cheap, but that seems a bit 
much. For comparison, 
consider Remington 's own 
Model 40-XB KS 7.62mm 
in the repeater version. It 
is basically equivalent to 
the M24 , although the 

· Kevlar stock and 
match-grade barrel are of 
different make and style 
than the latter. Suggested 
retail is $1,147. Add to 
that about $1,000 for the 
Leupold Ultra lOX scope 
and a generous $500 for 
the back-up iron sights, 
scope case, deployment kit 
and case, and we are up to 
$2 , 64 7. Since retail prices 
are being used , one can 
assume that a volume buy 
would realize a price near 
$2,100. 

H-S Precision 
manufactures the exact 
stock used on the M24 
SWS. It is also a leading 
manufacturer of the highest 
grade of barrels and other 
precision shooting 
equipment and accessories . 
The H-S Precision catalog 

Continued on page 78 
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BLOOD CHITS 
Continued from page 64 

bombers from a boat, bombed Japan , and 
now had just jumped from his plane onto the 
Chinese mainland, the officer responded in 
effect, " suuuuure you did! " Doolittle had 
no ID , and when he tried to reason with the 
officer , his explanations were simply dis­
missed. To the officer Doolittle was merely 
an unkempt foreigner with a gun and no 
verifiable explanation for his presence. Had 
Chinese troops not found his parachute, 
which had been stolen by some local farm-

ers, he'd have been in deep trouble. 
Far better was the system of the Flying 

Tigers and later the 14th U.S. Army Air 
Forces under Chennault. They had a 
"Blood Chit" or " Escape Flag" sewn into 
the linings of their A2 or GI jackets or flight 
suits. It featured a Nationalist Chinese flag 
and Chinese writing that promised a reward 
to anyone helping the downed airman back 
to his lines. Originally, these Nationalist 
flags were sewn to the outside of the suits, 
until men started coming down in commu­
nist-held Chinese territory. 

Later, in other theaters, airmen used the 

THE TRUE STORY OF LT.GEN. 
MITCHELL L. WERBELL Ill 
AND "WHISPERING DEATH" 
AVAILABLE NOW ON THIS 
EXPLOSIVE DOCU·VIDEO. 
The True Facts Of This Brave 
Soldier Revealed By His Sons. 
Recently slandered in death by N net­
works and supermarket scandal rags as hav­
ing been a "Georgia Hitman" for porno 
publisher Larry Flynt, The General barks 
back through sons Mitchell IV and Geoffrey. 
Accusations of WerBell having been paid 
$1,000,000 to "hit " Frank Sinatra, Bob Guc­
cione and Hugh Hefner were libelous and 
untrue, and this docu-video sets the record 
straight by unveiling the mystery of General 
WerBell's admittedly complex life via secret 

files from his personal archives. Shot on location at the Sionics Anti-Terrorist Training Center at 
the WerBells' Powder Springs, Ga. farm, it's 45-minutes of truth, action, high-impact fire fights, 
and the inside story of the late General's "whispering death" concept that confounded the 
experts. Incredible but true. BQV345 $14.95 

THE PATHFINDER bY At MAR Awesomely sharp on 
both top and bottom for TOTAL el!'ectiveness. Overall length 193/. " ; Blade 
length 14" ; Handle 53/. " ; Thickness 31,/,'. Blade steel, AM6; Rockwell Hard­
ness RC 57-59. Black, glass-filled Zytel handle. Comes w ith deluxe sheath set 
up for cross draw. Features: 2 small Velcro closure pockets, quick attach belt 
loops, eyeleted lacing loops and drain hole. /v\:lde of coated Cordura® 
Nylon. /v\:lde in Japan. AMP401 $249.95 

PIT ·STOP® 14-DAY·PWS DEODORANT 
Amazing anti-bacterial deodorant blocks body odor for 8-14 
days OR LONGER and does not contain Aluminum Chlorohy­
drate used by other products because excessive concentrations 
have been discovered in Alzheimer's victims. Use under arms or 
on feet for odor-blocking while in the field, hunting, or? Personally 
used and recommended by Brigade President Mtchell L.WerBell IV 
PBD201, Pit Stop Underarm Deodorant $13.95 
PFD100, Pit Stop Foot Deodorant $15.95 

I ORDER TOLL FREE 800/118·7344-

~~ 

FREE Brigade Quartermasters ACTION GEAR catalog _ 
1 I with order. Or send $2.00 for Catalog. ·-' ~Qu•"""1) 

O Order enclosed, send FREE cataioS 0 52 enclosed, send CATALOG only 

I Na~ ,, .J 
I .Address ~ 

City State - .,, 

1025 Cobb International Blvd./Dept. 60-U 
.~nnesaw, Georgia 30144-4300 __ _ 
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United States flag. After World War [I and 
during Korea, the Bay of Pigs, and through­
out the war in Southeast Asia, the U. S. Air 
Force included the Blood Chit as part of the 
survival kit every aviator carried . Flyers for 
"civilian" Air America (AA) operating in 
Southeast Asia had to make do by spreading 
word through the bush telegraph that return­
ing a downed AA flyer intact to U.S. offices 
would make the returner quite wealthy, and 
by wearing hea vy, de-linkable go ld 
bracelets and chains which could be bar­
tered for favors, food or freedom. 

In spite of their relatively wide issue to 
conventional military flyers , these Blood 
Chits have always been a hard item for 
collectors to find, because they are periodi­
cally updated and reissued and the old ones 
are destroyed. Some became available dur­
ing the Southeast Asia withdrawal; others 
were kept by individual users as souvenirs. 
They are always a collector's item due to 
their rarity and historical significance; with­
out access to a combat flyer's duffel bag, 
originals are hard to come by . 

SOF friend Brigadier General Harry C. 
" Heine" Aderholt (USAF, Ret. ) is offering 
to sell limited numbers of genuine, like-new 
and serially numbered Blood Chits, double­
matted in silver- or gold-colored metal 
frames, in five different issues: (I) South­
east Asia, West Central Pacific: 1961 50-
star issue in Vietnamese, Thai, Chinese, 
Cambodian, Laotian, Burmese, Malayan, 
Indonesian, Tagalog, Visayan, French and 
Dutch; (2) Korean Conflict: 195 1 48-star 
issue in Japanese, Korean, Chinese; Ger­
man, French, English , Russian, Burmese , 
Hindu and Urdu; (3) European Theater: 
1961 48-star issue in Persian, Turkish, Ital­
ian, Finnish, German, French , Swedish, 
Arabic , Greek, Polish , English and Rus­
sian: (4) USSR and Satellite Countries: 
1960 48-star issue in Arabic, German, 
French , Polish , Czech, Slovak, English, 
Greek, Bulgarian, Russian , Turki sh , 
Rumanian; and (5) Bay of Pigs and Cuban 
Missile Crises: 1960 50-star issue in 
French , Spanish, Portuguese and English. 

These are available directly fro m 
Aderholt (23 Miracle Strip Parkway, Ft. 
Walton Beach, FL 32548; phone 904-243-
4601) , postpaid and satisfaction or money 
back guaranteed at $140 each , or $550 for 
the set of five , while they last. Any profit 
from the sale of these will go to a fund to 
help Victims of the Christie Institute (i.e. 
lawyers ' fees). A worthwhile goody for 
your collection of military history or to hang 
on your back bar, and a very worthwhile 
cause will benefit. ~ 

.357 MAGNUMS 
Continued from page 27 

with a full metal jacket (FMJ) . All weighed 
158 grains and were essentially non-deform­
ing but offered excellent penetration. 

An incredible aura of mystique sur­
rounded the .357 Magnum cartridge for 20 
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REPLACE~WITH J 
THIS ~THIS 
Replace Ma Bell with the Duck that talks - the 
original QUACK Phone. Amaze your pals - pick 
up your Duck and dial! This colorful two-piece 
wood decoy has a full feature tone/pulse/redial 
phone built into its body. When the phone rings . 
err, QUACKS, the duck's LED eyes light up, too. 
The QUACK Phone is handcrafted and painted in 
bright duck colors. It 's a lot more attractive than 
your siandard phone and a conversation piece to 
boot! FCC approved and discount long distance 
service compatible. Order OU2 for just $79.95 
postpaid. 

, X -SHOCK 

A WATCH THAT'S 
TOUGH AS YOU! 

X-SHOCK-PLUS 
with more features than ever 

Here's a watch that can stand up to your rough 
treatment and begs for more. The X-Shock-Plus is 
specially made for men on the GO - construction 
workers, truckers. bikers. police. flyers. military, 
hunters & sportsmen. This handsome watch is 
finished with flat black case and band. It's lightweight 
(under 5·oz.) and trim. yet heavy-duty. Secret to its 
tough performance are EIGHT miniature shock 
absorbers that protect X-Shock-Plus's hi-tech 
electronic workings. These shock absorbers are 
surrounded by a rugged stainless steel case which 
in turn is covered by a urethane resin casing. THREE 
LEVELS OF PROTECTION to take the most destructive 
abuse! Bang it. .. drop it. .. stomp it ... freeze it. .. X· 
Shock-Plus is water and shock resistant to 1,650-feet. 
Any torture you could subject X-Shock-Plus to would 
probably kill you first! X·Shock-Plus's exclusive tough 
construction is reason enough to buy. But check out 
this long list of features, including NEW sports 
functions: Super QUARTZ OIGITAL accuracy: 12/24 
hour (military/European) time: light for viewing in the 
dark: displays hour. minutes. seconds. AM/FM. 
month, date. day of week: auto-calendar: daily alarm 
and hourly chime: dual time zones: 24 hour 
stopwatch accurate to 1/100th second: records 2 
spliUlap times plus cumulatives of those times: pacer 
sets from 65 to 215 beats per minute: calculates 
distance walked/run in miles/kilometers : 
programmable stride from 1'' to 10': repeatable 

·countdown timer setable from 24 hours to O: comes 
complete with long life Lithium battery. S52.00 
postpaid or two for S99.00 and three for $141 .00 
postpaid. Liquid filled. slide on compass fits on band. 
$4.00 each. 
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For just $55.00 because it's made of all The 
Right Stuff. The classic Fighter Flight Jacket 
with DISTRESSED LEATHER look: light to 
medium brown color, soft & supple, looks and 
feels worn yet this jacket is brand new! Made 
of Dura-Hide, a man-made leather that defies 
you to tell it from the real thing. Here's your 
chance to pick today's most popular flyer/racer 
style at a very reasonable price. And check out 
these features: Handsome white Sherpa col­
lar: heavy duty brass zippers; horizontal (zip­
pered) and vertical front pockets; heavy duty 
knit cuffs and waistband; stylish epaulets on 
each shoulder; 100% nylon lining; 6-ounces 
polyester body fill for warmth that doesn't 
weigh you down. This rugged jacket is double 
stitched for longer wear and generously cut for 
comfortable fit. Order TODAY for $55.00 plus 
$3.00 shipping; two for $100.00 and three for 
$135.00 (add $1.50 shipping each add/ jacket). 
Sizes: S (34-36) M (38-40) L (42-44) XL (46) 
XXL (48-50). 

PORTABLE 
SECURITY ALARM 

This is not a stereo speaker! 

The SUPER 6X Is the Loudest and 
Longest Range portable elec­
tronic security (perimeter) alarm 
around! 
Looks like an ordinary desktop stereo speaker, 
but it actually has a powerful infrared sensor 
with a whopping 60 x 60-foot range built into the 
cabinet. Whenever an intruder steps into scan­
ning field, Super 6X emits an incredibly loud, 
piercing alarm. And the whole unit is powered 
by six pen light batteries. Small (7" x 4-1 /2" x 
8") and lightweight (about 3-lbs.). Take it any­
where - ideal for ANY security situation in the 
home, shop, work site, yard; for surveillance 
and military applications. Features: security 
key switch arms/disarms the unit; entry and 
exit delay adjustments; automatic reset timer; 
blinking indicator lights; terminal strip with 
built-in ports to accept accessories such as 
sensors on doors/windows, AC adaptor, pres­
sure sensitive mat, external horn, etc. One 
year warranty. The Super 6X will absolutely 
BLOW YOU AWAY with its range and loud db 
.alarm. Order TODAY for just $68.50 postpaid. 

DISTANT SOUND 
DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES 
SOUND5000 
TIMES 

The VanSleek 
FARFOON® 

The most sophisticated yet developed. Made 
for professional hunters to hear approaching 
animals at a great distance, the VanSleek has 
now been discovered by the security industry. 
On city terrain sounds leap across blocks and 
streets. Guards are using VanSleek in prison 
yards to listen to convicts. The range of uses of 
the VanSleek Farfoon is astonishing and satis­
faction is overwhelming. Receptivity plus. 
VanSleek is superior to direct receiver 
products ... utilizes a built-in 3-1 /2" parabolic 
dish for Sound Mirror effect previously found 
only on larger, more expensive units. Conven­
ient size, small enough for use in tight places. 
Weighs about 2-lbs. Solid-state circuitry. Pow­
ered by 6 pen-light batteries for increased am­
plitude. $148.00 postpaid and worth it! 

PHONE RECORDER 

I 

Electronic marvel tapes phone calls 
automatically. A "no hands" control 
for connecting cassette recorder to a 
telephone line, simply connect one 
cord to cassette recorder & the other 
cord into ANY modular jack in the 
house. Set recorder for "record" & 
whenever a receiver is lifted on any 
phone on the premises, the recorder 
will automatically record. When the 
receiver is hung-up, the recorder 
automatically stops. Just $22.50 
postpaid and that includes a FREE 
duplex adaptor. 

TEAR GAS 

MACE® 
Don't mistake MACE with 
lesser tear gas aerosols. 
Chemical MACE delivers a 
potent punch of highly 
purified CN tear gas to 
incapacitate an assailant 
allowing you plenty of time to 
get away. MK-VI unit comes 
in individual gun'like case 
with real trigger action. 
Unique pistol grip allows quick hand orientation 
and sure action; attach to key-ring, purse or belt. 
Fires about 25 half-second bursts. Order one for 
$14.50 and SAVE by ordering six for $60.00. 

$63 postpaid 

50,000VOLTS! 

The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun can protect you 
from attackers. STUN GUN will instantly 
"scramble" attacker's nervous system causing 
immediate (temporary) paralysis ! By simply 
touching your attacker, even through many 
layers of clothing, he will drop helpless. STUN 
GUN is not lethal and is safe to user. Cannot 
transmit shock back to you. Requires 9v nicad 
battery and charger, $16.00. The Nova is sold 

·with a FREE leather holster for $63.00 post­
paid. This is the authentic American made 
product. Put 50,000 volts in the palm of your 
hand. Order today! 

BUG BOX 
You Need The 
BUG BOX 
For Telephone 
Privacy 

Assure complete telephone privacy with this 
telephone tap detector. It's the only device we 
know of that prevents same line eavesdropping 
PLUS notifies you of unauthorized intrusion 
onto your line. While most tap-detectors must 
screw onto your phone's mouthpiece, the BUG 
BOX is totally independent: plug your modular 
phone into tiny (3" x 2· x 1 ") BUG BOX, then 
plug BUG BOX into the wall jack. Now you've 
got TOTAL privacy - BUG BOX's indicator light 
lets you know tt someone is eavesdropping 
AND if someone has intentionally (or uninten­
tionally) tapped your lines inside our outside 
the house from the line feed. BONUS: Attach 
BUG BOX to every phone in your house, then 
you, ANO ONLY YOU, can access the phone. 
BUG BOX not only tells you if someone else is 
on the line, it KEEPS THEM OFF with its Pri­
vacy Shut-out Circuit. THEY CAN'T LISTEN IN 
EVEN IF THEY WANTED TOI Buy one BUG 
BOX and use its indicator light to tell you if 
someone else has come "on line·; buy as 
many BUG BOX's as you have phones, and 
have it both ways - total Privacy Shut-out plus 
visible light indicators. We know of NO OTHER 
TAP DETECTOR THAT HAS BOTH THESE 
FEATURES/ Order BUG BOX for $48.00 post­
paid, and each additional unit for $30.00 each. 
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This is not a misprint. Our Purchasing 
Agent made an incred ible buy on these 
reconditioned un its and now we can pass 
this saving on to you. The AN/PVS-2, with 
its high performance nitrogen filled lens 
and high gain 25MM intensifier tube, is 
the best performing first generation scope 
issued in quantity to the US. Military. We 
sold this unit for many years at $2,750.00, 
but now can offer it at almost a 50% price 
reduction. ORDER ONE TODAY AND 
SAVE. These "like new" units won't last 
long at THIS PRICE. The chances of this 
offer ever being repeated are slim to 
none, so if you ever wanted a high quality 
Star light scope, the time to act is now! 
First generation reconditioned 
intensifier 
4 X Magnification 
Range 400 to 600 yards for weapon 
aiming, up to !'2 mile for surveillance, 
depending on light level and terrain. 
6 MONTH LIMITED WARRANTY 
This versatile unit, with optional adaptors 
can also be weapon mounted , or used for 
low light level photography. 

Shipped with: Tripod/ pisto l grip adaptor, 
daylight Jens cover, combat eyeguard, 
operating manual and batteries. Add 
$100.00 for AR15/ M16 mounting system. 

(not for export) 

Other mounting systems are available, 
prices on request. Add $15.00 for regular 
UPS shipping , $30.00 for Next Day Air. 

ALSO AVAILABLE- CURRENT STATE OF 
THE ART AN/ PVS-4 2ND GENERATION 
NIGHT VISION SYSTEM-This is the finest 
unit available today. We are the National 
Distributor for O.E.C., the current military 
contractor for 15,000 units of the 
AN/PVS-4. We can offer you the same unit 
the military receives at a MUCH LOWER 
PRICE than our competitors, due to this 
large production volume. CALL FOR 
PRICE QUOTE. 

We use genuine MIL-SPEC A.R.M.S. 
mounting sytems. 
We offer a full line of top quality products, 
plus the unsurpassed service knowledge 
of night vision experts. We service, and 
stand behind, every product we sell. For 
more information on additional night vision 
systems, goggles and viewers write or call: 

• Excalibur 
Enterprises 
P.O. Box 266 
Emmaus, PA 18049 
215-791-5710 
FAX 215-797-3922 

Send $4.00 for complete catalog 

AIRGUN COMBAT GAME EQUIPMENT 
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We Will Not Be Undersold On Paint Pellets 
•Selection of Marketing Guns •No Franchise or Royalty Fees 
• Washable Marking Peffers (6 Colors) · •Bulk Rates 
• Complete Game Supplies • Prompt Professional Se1Vice 
• High Cash Profit/Low Prices •All Orders Shipped UPS 

Dealer Info. Write: THE ULTIMATE GAME: 
P.O. Box 1856, Ormond Beach, Florida 32075 
P.S. Call Us At: 904/677·4358 or 904/677·4363 

Call Toll Free· 1·800-USA GAME or 1·800·872·4263 

years after its inception . Chester Gould's 
famous comic-strip character, Dick Tracy, 
consistently stopped fleeing vi llains by 
cracking their engine blocks with his .357 
Magnum. It was widely acclaimed as the 
world's most " powerful " handgun car­
tridge - whatever that meant. After half a 
century , our knowledge of what is actually 
required to produce effective handgun 
ammunition has only recently grown in an 
asymptotic manner (See "Killing Effect," 
SOF, December '88). 

Penetration remains the most important 
single parameter. The bullet must penetrate 
deeply enough to crush, cut and break 
through the human body' s vital structures 
and organs. We need at least 12 inches of 
penetration through soft tissue and prefer­
ably up to 20 inches . Once we have the 
required penetration, the heaviest handgun 
bullet that makes the biggest hole will do the 
most damage. That means we' re right back 
to 158-grain slugs in caliber .357 Magnum/ 
.38 Special. If we can expand a soft-point or 
hollow-point bullet in this weight to no 
more than twice its original diameter and 
significantly increase the size of the wound 
track without sacrificing penetration , we're 
on the course to effective performance. 
Driving such a bullet at the highest possible 
velocity is certain to be counterproductive, 
as it will invariably result in over expansion 
and under penetration. 

Black Hills Shooters Supply (Dept. SOF, 
3401 South Highway 79, Rapid City, SD 
5770 l ; phone 605-348-5150) markets a 
.357 Magnum load that appears to meet 
most of the requirements for truly effective 
ammunition in this caliber. Using Reming­
ton's 158-grain Jacketed Hollow Point 
(JHP) bullet, they have dumped just enough 
propellant in the case to drive the projectile 
at no more than 1, 100 fps out of the 4-inch 
barrel of our Taurus Model 66, with a stand­
ard deviation of only 19 fps. At this velocity 
the bullet expands to no more than .6 1 cali ­
ber. Expansion is usually perfectly symmet­
rical , as the individual petals on the scallop­
shaped jacket peel back evenly at the canne­
lure (crimping groove). SOF's tests indicate 
that after about 12 inches of penetration in 
soft tissue , a portion of the mushroom's rim 
usually breaks away to leave a projectile of 
approximately .47 caliber (weighing 120 to 
130 grains) which penetrates to a total depth 
of 17 to 20 inches. Overall , this is just about 
what we ' re looking for - suffic ient 
penetration and reasonable expansion. 
While the 158-grain unjacketed lead hol­
low-point bullet in this caliber offers some­
what better performance , leading is a se­
rious problem. 

Accuracy testing of the Taurus revolvers 
and Black Hills ammunition was conducted 
at a range of 21 feet , a realistic distance for 
the most probable self defense scenarios. 
When fired offhand using a strong Weaver 
position , slow-fire , double-action shooting 
will produce groups under 3 inches. Picking 
up the cadence will enlarge the group size 
- this is as it should be . Shooters should 
never attempt target accuracy in stress en-
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Looking For Some Fun, Travel and Adventure? Ready to Join With Other Free World Jumpers in 
the Camaraderie of Airborne? Then You're Ready for the International Association of Airborne Veterans' 

Fifth Annual Paratrooper Tour of Israel! 

This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity will put you in 
the air and ·under the canopy with the Airborne 
Forces of Israel. If you're art active, reserve or vet­
eran military airborne-qualified, static-line jumper, 
then you'll want to stand in the door for: 
• Ground training airborne refresher course and a 
static-line parachute jump from the historic C-47 
Dakota with Israeli paratroopers. 
• Your official Israeli armed forces jump wings and 
certificates awarded by a senior member of the 
Israeli army. This event is officially recognized by the 
Israeli government, and active duty and active 
reserve personnel wi ll receive letters of authorization 
allowing them to wear these wings on thei r uniforms. 
• An Israeli army military briefing on the Middle East 
situation. 

29 MAY to 5 JUNE 1989 
• Banquets with army veterans and airborne staff. 
• Official wreath-laying ceremonies at the Israeli 
Paratroopers Memorial. 
• Visit restricted military sites in Israel and on the 
Golan Heights and a hands-on display of captu red 
Russian and German tanks. 
• Attend briefing at the "Good Fence" position 
between Israel and Lebanon. 
• Visit Holy si tes in Jerusalem; Masada; Jericho; the 
Sea of Galilee; the Negev Desert and swim in the 
pead Sea. 
This eight-day tour includes round-trip airfare from 
New York; ground transportation in Israel; deluxe 
hotel accommodations with breakfast; and most din­
ners; and all military and historic tours. 

Supplementary five-day tour in the Negev Desert 
with destination of Eilat on the Red Sea also 
available at extra cost. 
Airborne troops are fi rst in , last out, so don't wait! 
Only 200 participants can be handled by our Israeli 
hosts, so we must make this a fi rst-come, first­
served registration . You'll receive your complete 
information packet and itinerary as soon as possible. 
A $250• registration fee is required and must accom­
pany this form so that we can slot you on the 
manifest. (•Registration fee is refundable up until 60 
days prior to the tour.) 
Fill out the registration coupon below, and mail it 
with your cashier's check or money order made 
payable to : I.A.AV., Suite 181, 606 W. Barry Street. 
Chicago, IL 60657. 

OFFICIAL APPLICATION: 
ISRAEL '89 

THE TOTAL PACKAGE INCLUD­
ING AIRFARE AND ALL 
GROUND ARRANGEMENTS IS 
U.S. $2 ,285.00 PLUS $100 IN­
SURANCE. A $250.00 DEPOSIT 
IS REQUIRED WITH THIS AP­
PLICATION. MAKE CHECK PAY­
ABLE TO: l.A.A.V. SPACE IS 
LIMITED TO 200 JUMPERS. THE 
TRIP IS AVAILABLE ON A FIRST­
COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS. 

AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY! ,,. 
r - ~ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - ' ~ ' ~ 

0

V - - -MAIL TO: l.A.A.V., SUITE 181 : .. U 
606 W. BARRY STREET, CHICAGO, IL 60657 ft':~ 
312/327-3120 ~ .. ..,,....,,,.,~ 

Name __________ _ _ Military Branch----------

Address ___________ _ Serial # _____ Rank _ ___ _ 

City ______ State __ Zip Code __ Units of Airborne Service--------

Te lephone#~(--~------- Dates of Service: From _ _ _ _ To ___ _ 

State of Health Awards and Badges - ------- -------• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •~ 
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vironments. Placing all your shots within 
the approximately 8x 12-inch area of the 
target's upper torso (commonly referred to 
as the " center of mass" ) with as much 
speed as is practical is far more important 
than obtaining precisely aimed 1-inch groups. 

Felt recoi l in this usually ass-kicking cali­
ber is greatly moderated by use of the rela­
tively mild Black Hills ammunition. Two 
significant corollaries follow as a conse­
quence. Recovery times for second-shot target 
reacquis ition are noticeably reduced, and the 
revolver is subjected to far less punishment. 

Those still mesmerized by rotating cylin­
ders would be well advised to closely ex­
amine the Taurus Model 66 series . These 
Brazilian wheelguns are every bit as sturdy 
and reliable as their U.S. look-alikes and 
considerably less expensive. Rumor has it 
that within a reasonable length of time 
Taurus will commence production of their 
handguns within the U.S. zone of interior. 
For further information , contact Taurus In­
ternational Firearms, Dept. SOF, 4563 
Southwest 7lst Avenue, Miami , FL 33155; 
phone 305-662-2529. ~ 

I WAS THERE 
Continued from page 13 

They came to life, grabbed their 
M16s and un-assed the wreckage -
expecting an explosion any second. 

GENUINE GOV 'T. ISSUE 

M-65 FIELD J ACKET 

As they cleared the chopper, the 
company of NVA ran through the sap­
lings to kill or capture them, but just as 
the first NVA came into sight, four D 
models, 15 feet above the ground and 
pulling in every ounce of power that 
they could to maintain a hover, came 
to a stop above them. 

From off the skids where they had 
been riding, the "Headhunters," 20 
men strong, jumped 15 feet to the 
ground and landed fighting. 

From one of the D models a crew­
man leaned out and pointed directions 
to Sabens and company, who ran 
about 30 yards to a clearing where the 
D model landed and picked them up 
for the three-minute ride back to our 
base camp. 

As the infantrymen beat back the 
NVA, a ' hook came over with its sling, 
and a hookup man scrambled down 
and rigged the downed bird for sling­
loading out. 

As George and I spoke, the infantry­
men were still in contact with the NVA, 
and between them, the gunships and 
scouts they killed quite a few - while 
sustaining only one casualty them­
selves. One trooper broke an ankle 
jumping to the rescue. 

God, what a movie that would have 
made, I thought as George and the 
others headed for the coffee point -
but who would believe it? The only 

N2-B Extreme Cold 
Weather 

Flight 

Jacket 

thing missing were bugles as the Cav 
rescued its own. ~ 

NAVY WIZARDS 
Continued from page 63 

fingerprints of a nonexistent carrier. What 
the Soviet listeners received , as the real 
carrier conducted operations miles away, 
was a combination of live broadcasts simu­
lating carrier activities (imitative deception) 
and prerecorded electronic background 
signatures transmitted in the 2- to 30-
megacycle low frequency range that were 
intended to be , and were, easily detected, 
identified and pinpointed by the Soviet ' s 
worldwide listening/directional signals in­
telligence (SIGINT) system. 

And before they did a number on Soviet 
intelligence trawlers shadowing the 7th 
Fleet in the Gulf of Tonkin , BJ teams were 
giving them hell in the Pacific Missi le Test 
Range. There , the trawlers lurked to listen 
to and copy classified data-li nk frequencies 
along the range during missi le tests. 

This was back in 1965 when the BJ s first 
developed and installed their secure , port­
able communications shelters aboard des­
troyers. Their jamming system consisted of 
six variable UHF (225 to 400 megahertz) 
channels, each of which could be modulated 
with selected jamming signals. With the 
shore-based launch sites at their backs, the 

Battle Dress Uniform (Fatigues) 
Brand New • Latest Issue • First Quality 

BDU 
Pants feature: Double fabric \ \ 
seat and knees; 6 pockets (2 • 
slash front pockets, 2 rear ( ' 1 I ~- -
pockets with button flaps, ::- ·• 
2 large bellows pockets on . L ~ 
thighs); adjustable waist tab; \ ,<._ 
button fly; drawstring cuffs. ~ ' 

Double fabric elbows; I I 
Shirts feature: LJ I 
4 pockets (bellows style) I j ,' 

·1 bl · Woodland Camouftage -...._<"'_"'. """'~ 
Ava1 a e in 50/50 nylon/cotton Wood- f1l 50/50 NyCo Pants or Shirt •27.95 ea. 

Please do not mistake this for a 
similar ad-WE are the ORIGINAL! 
The very latest U.S. Army issue all -weather field 
jacket made of 50% nylon/50% cotton with water 
repellency is fully lined and is manufactured 
under strict quality standards by a prime govern­
ment contractor in the United States. Excellent 
for hunting, work or leisure. 
SIZES: XS, S, M, l., XL '44.95 
(Olive Drab [0.D.] '46.95) Longs in M and L in 
Woodland Garno & O.D. only, add •5.00. XXL add 
•6.00; XXXL add •10.00. For proper fit specify 
chest measurement AvaUabte In currant gov't. 
colono: Woodland Camouflage, Olive Drab or Tiger 
Stripe Camouflage, SWAT Black, Police Navy, 
Winter White, Khaki, Day Desert Camouflage. 

M-65 Cold Weather L iner 
(button-in) in Olive Drab or Black •16.95 

Bov's Jacket (identical to adults) 
in Woodland Camouflage only. 
Sizes 4-6, 8"10, 12-14, 16-18 •38.95 
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land Garno and 50/50 poly/cottoo 0.D./ 
Navy/Winter White/Khaki/Black and Heavy weight, Gen. Gov't Issue. 2 100% Cotton Rip Stop •28.95 ea. 
Day Desert S, M, l., XL •29.95 Designed for tem~eratures of -10' to Day Desert CamOullage 
G.I. Jungle Fatigues (O.D.) 32'F. USAF Sage. s. M, L, XL •84.95 50150 Nylon Cotton •28.95 ea. 
Slant pocket 100% cotton/poplin •28.95 Gov't N3-B Snorkel Parka OHve Drab (OD) Green 

Heavyweight full-cu\ mid-thigh lengt!1. USAF 100% Cotton Rip Stop '28.95 ea. 
I nsulated Coverallscamo, Sage. WaterrepellenL s, M, 1., XL •99.95 s.w.A.T. Black 
green woodland, S, M, l., XL •39.95 ECW Parka (made by prime Gov't f1l 100% Cotton Rip Stop •29.95 ea 
~~~a~~:L ::rn fm~mi~~co~~;:J~i:.~~~~~i! 2 50/50 Poly/Cotton •29.95 ea. 

Commando Sweater from65 ' to-40' F. S,M,L,XL '189.95 r~g~rv:p~~~o:'~~N;ea. 
Made in England, 100% virgin wool, MA-1 Reversible Flight Khaki 
Crew Neck: Olive Drab (O.D.), Black, Jacket lntermedi'ate wei'gh' Gov't 100% Cotton Rip Stop •29.95 ea. 
Woodland Garno. V-neck w/eps: Black ' 
and USAF Blue. Sizes 34-46 •42.95 ~~~~· USAF Sage Grr'. ~.Bl.,la~t M~9S = C~~~ Rip Stop •29.95 ea. 
Sizes 48 & up add •4.00 
Gov't. 5-Button Sweater NEW Air Force Issue Solid Grey 
Army Brown, 100% wool •24.95 Leather Flight Jacket 100% Cotton Rip Stop •29.95 ea. 
Black acrylic •22.95 Sizes 38 to 46 •199.95 Urban Camouflage 

C b t Bo ts Sizes 48 & up add 10% 50/50 Poly/Cotton •29.95 ea. 
om a 0 New Gov'L Issue, 

139 95 Acryl1'c lin'mmed M-65 Hood Subdued Urban Camouflage . water resistant speed-lacing . (no white) 

Mail proper amount plus $3.95 (double for Canada) ~~~;l 5ol50 Poly/Cotton •29.95 ea. 
(TN residents add 7% sales tax) for shipping and handling to: Issue. Authentic Trebark® Camouftage 
GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. I°"~ PantsorShirt•29.95ea. 
7215 Kingston Pike, Dept. SF, Knoxville, Tennessee 37919 OnD.' Sizes: XSI S, M, l., XL (regular and long lengths) 

• 

ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-521-7977 C3C '17.95 XXL add 4.00 XXXL add 16.00 
in TN (615) 588-5945 .is. Fur Trim Gen. G.I. Sleeping Bags New-Intermediate Cold 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back •19.95 Weather (6'6") •79.95 Extreme cold •199.95 

MARCH 89 



Like a puzzle 
nearing completion, all 
the pieces to the 10th 
Annual SOF Convention 
and Exposition are falling 
into place ... 

MARCH 89 

10th Annual 
SOF 

Convention 
&Expo 

Sept. 20-24, 1989 
Sahara Hotel 

Las Vegas, Nevada 

SOF Convention 
Registration 

Preregistration fee is $135.00 
if received by September 10, 
1989. After that date registra­
tion fee is $150.00. Early Bird 
registration deadline date is 
July 4, 1989. All Early Birds 
receive a special 10th Anni­
ve~acy Commemorative 
Badge - which will be given 
out at the Convention. No can­
cellation refunds will be given 
after August 31, 1989. 

10th ANNCIAL SOF CONVENTION REGISTRATION 

YES! I want to be a part of the SOF 1989 Convention and receive my special 
Early Bird 10th Anniversary Commemorative Badge (to be given out at the 
convention). 

I understand my Early Bird registration must be received by July 4, 1989 to 
qualify for my Badge. 
D Payment enclosed - payable to SOF Convention '89 
D MasterCard D VISA 

Card#------------- Exp. Date __ _ 

Signature------------------

(please print) 

Name=------------------~ 

Address:-------------------

City:---------- State: __ Zip Code: __ _ 

No cancellation refunds will be given after August 31, 1989. 

Mail to: SOF 1989 Convention & Expo 
P.O. Box693 
Boulder, CO 80306 
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Used by pro athletes! 
Exclusively offered by 
rHE FITNESS GROUP for only 
$39.95 plus· $5. shipping and han.dM9· 
The Impact resistant, engineering polymer chambers 'ere . 
seeled wllh tellon 0-rings and titted with tough cushioned grips. 
Order now, this is a limited lime special price. 
You are guaranteed to build forearms that screem.P<!wer and 

Call 1·800·346·6134 for MaiterCard, . 
or mail check, money order, MasterCard or Visa number to 

TRAiii A/ID Wiii 
WITH THE FG·1. 

THE FITNESS GROUP, PO Bo{( 251, Edmonds, WA 98020. (206) 171·6660. 
PROUDLY MADE IN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
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destroyer would pull as close as possible to 
the trawler but stay far enough away so as 
not to impede his maneuvering room. After 
positioning their directional antenna, the 
BJs would fire up their jammers and deny 
Soviet listeners any sensitive, classified mis­
sile data ... and do it in a way that did not 
interfere with range data telemetry up-links. 

It must be stressed at this juncture that 
Beach Jumper Unit One personnel serving 
with the Western Pacific Detachment were 
an integral part of its special warfare effort 
both at the planning and operational level . 
The commanding officers of the BJU-1 for 
the Vietnam era were men with naval 
careers dating back to World War II who 
had specialist expertise in communications , 
radar or electronics, plus unconventional 
warfare training , and who had served pre­
vious tours with Beach Jumper units . 

When the Beach Jumper 's participation 
in Vietnam operations came to a close in 
1972, BJU-1 was renamed Fleet Composite 
Operational Readines s Group One 
(FL TCORGRU- l). Command rank was up­
graded from lieutenant commander to cap­
tain for commanding officers. 

For their Vietnam service and in recogni­
tion of their support of special riverine op­
erations, BJU-1 and its Western Pacific De­
tachment were awarded the Presidential 
Unit Citation, Navy Unit Commendation , 
and two Meritorious Unit Commendations. 

On 1August1974, FLTCORGRU-1 was 
designated a subordinate command of the 
U.S. 3rd Fleet, and on 1 June 1986 was 
renamed Fleet Tactical Deception Group 
Pacific (FL TDECGRUPAC) by the chiefof 
naval operations to make its mission more 
readily identifiable to the fleet. The group' s 
activities now cover the entire spectrum of 
naval warfare. They support the Pacific 
Fleet during scheduled exercises and in real 
world and ontingency matters , to include 
counterterrorism. Teams from FLTDEC­
GRUPAC might be found in aircraft car­
riers , cruisers, destroyers, as well as am­
phibious ships. 

The unclassified mission statement of 
FLTDECGRUPAC is "to assist comman­
ders in the planning and conduct of tactical 
military deception operations." As has 
been shown by the kinds of activities they 
conducted under this general heading dur­
ing the Vietnam era , it can safely be 
assumed that today 's electronic warriors are 
capable of conducting a variety of covert 
and clandestine deception missions not only 
on the tactical but at the strategic level. The 
following is a scenario of the kind of task 
FLTDECGRUPAC might be called upon to 
handle today , related to the author by a 
former commander of BJU-1 . 

Problem: The Soviets have bugged the 
U.S. Embassy in Moscow. 

Commanding Officer, FLTDECGRUPAC 
is secretly directed by the CNO to draw up 
and execute a plan to defeat the electronic 
listening devices . 

His proposed solution: To compromise 
them by use of electronic manipulative cov­
er and deception means. Deployed 
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Buy Direct & Save ! Visa, Mastercar~, and Am~r~can Express 
accepted! Low prices! No Mm1mum Order! 

Call 1-312-253-7080 for Fast Delivery! Top Quality Merchandise! 

New LS45 Lasersight 
The LS45 projects a highl y visible 
beam of concentrated laser light 
onto the target. By simply adjust­
ing windage and elevation the0 dol 
will match the point of impact. Can 
be seen at night at up lo 500 yards. 
Built 10 stringent milspecs - in use 
by mili tary and police special 
units . Compact -7 l/2"x I 3/8"x2". 
Weighs less than 8 oz. Universal 
base fit s Weave r and o the r 
dovetai ls. Full 12 month warranty. 
#3 10002 $429 .95 

New hand-held crossbow is com­
pact, silent and deadly. Powerful 
40 lb. draw. Micro-adj ustable 
sights. Al uminum body, contoured 
pistol grips. 11-1 /4" overall. 
Comes with 3 - 6" bolts. 
#2 14005 $49.95 

Grenades 

~~" Look and fee l like the real thing but 
completely harmless. Full weight 
with detachable lever and pin. 
Th ree styles - Pineapple WW II 
(O). Egg Vietnam issue (I) , or 
Baseball Current issue (2). 
#172 1G( ) $9.95 ea. 

New "Big Daddy" 
80KV Zapper 

Brand new ! 80,000 vplts of stop-
p in g powe r. Co mp act 
6.9"x2.4"x 1.7". Tough black ABS 
construction with belt clip. Easy 
on/off rocker switch. The effects 
are devastating - causes extreme 
pain , muscle spasms, loss of bal­
ance, dazed condition. Will immo­
bilize any attacker no matter what 
his size fo r up lo 20 minutes. No 
permanent damage and no way to 
injure yourself. Uses 9 volt ni-cad 
battery. Weighs 8 ounces. 
#3 10805 ~ $69.95 
Battery & Charger 
#3 10801 $19.95 
Mini Zapper - 45,000 volts. 
Size: 4. I "x2.3"x 1.3". 
#3 10802 $59,95 $49.95 
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"Little Black Box" 
Amazin g dev ice automaticall y 
starts your recorder whenever the 
telephone is picked up and stops re­
corder when phone is hung up! At­
taches anywhere along the line. 
Plugs into any recorder. Creates no 
interfe rence or noise on the line. 
Miniature - I "x2"x2". Warning: 
Not to '>e used for surveillance! 
#3 10101 Alligator Clip 
#3 I 0 I 02 Modular Hookup 
Please Specify ' $29.95 

New 10-Hour Recorder is the 
ideal compan ion fo r "Little Black 
Box". Modified to record or play 
voices for a full I 0 hrs ... 5 hrs each 
side. Bu ill-in condenser mike, auto 
shut-off at end of tape; tape in­
cluded. Runs on batteries or AC. 
#3 10200 $159.95 

Super-Tough Sportsman's 
Alarm Chronograph 

"The Tough One" 
Rugged, masculine styling. Black 
urethane resin casing and band is 
water resistant lo I 00 feet. Lighted 
digital precision quartz accuracy! 
Features include hour, minutest 
seconds, 12/24 hour (m ilitary) 
time, AM/PM , month , date, day of 
week, daily alann , hourly chime, 
24 hour stopwatch with l/ IOOth 
second accuracy up to 30 minutes 
and I sec. thereafter, times splits, 
laps, time-outs I st and 2nd place 
fini shes. With long life battery. 
#XS5000 $19.95 

Eight shot .22 caliber revolver or 
six shot automatic fires tear gas 
cartridges or blanks as fast as you 
pull the trigger. Heavy-duty metal 
construction with quick, easy ejec­
tion. Checkered grips. Comes with 
holster, tear gas and blanks. 
8-Shot Revolver 
#260110 Blue 
#260120 Chrome 
6-Shot Automatic 
#260510 Blue 
#260520 Chrome 

New CO 
Powe rec'! 
338 Auto 
Patterned after 
the popular P-38 

$19.95 
$24.95 

$2 1.95 
$26.95 

auto. Looks and feels like the real 
thing! Fires an entire magazine of 
BB's - 20 rounds as quickly as you 
can squeeze the trigger. 80 shots 
per CO, cartridge. Fires . I 77 cal. 
BB's at 350-400 fps. 
#464338 $39.95 

Solid brass Mini-N uck keychain 
keeps your keys handy. Also can 
be used as a bottle opener. 
#BN2 $5.95 

All New! 
New Z-77 
Automatic. Fires 

BB's 
and CO, 
Availabie 

20 rounds as fast as you can 
pu ll the trigger! Authentic SMG styling. 
20-shot magazine. Folding stock. adjust­
able sling. Solid steel smoothbore barrel. 

80 shots per CO, cartridge. Fires . 177 BB's at 
350-440 fps. Weighs 2 lbs. 3 oz. Length: Closed 16 1/2", Open 25". 
#464407 Z-77 Automatic $49.95 

MX-7 
~--'""jiii.-6 Mega-Dart 
..,, The Super Powered Dart Gun. 

Drives a wire dart 1hru 1/2" plywood! 
Hard-hill ing uccuracy up to 50 yards and 

more ! Veloci1y exceeds 720 fps. Boll ac1ion loading­
fast and easy for repeat shoot i ~g. Easy lo use - just pull back the 

power handle and fire. Includes a shoulder stock for stability and 
accuracy. Uses .40 caliber darts. Silent and deadly! Comes wi th I 0 darts. Length with 
stock 40". Accessories available ! Call for infonnation. 
#46 1100 MX-7 Mega-Dart Rifle $69.95 

Ordering Information 
By mai l: Use coupon or separate sheet. Include check , 
money order or credit card in formation. 
By phone: Call 1-3 12-253-7080 for fast deli very. Have 
all cred it card and product information ready. Hours 9 
AM to 5 PM CST Monday-Friday. COD charge is $5.00 

Satisfaction Guaranteed! 

Super Snooper 
Bionic Ear is a new extremely 
sensitive, directional e lectronic 
listening device. Amplifies all 
sounds through stereo headphones 
(included). Actually hear a whis­
per at a I 00 yards; a car door shut­
ting fi ve blocks away; a hunting 
dog on the trail up to two miles. 
Automatic shut-off circuit meas­
ures incoming signal to protect 
from high volume noise. Uses 9-
volt battery. Warn ing: Not to be 
used for eavesdropping. 
#3 10300 $84.95 
Bionic Booster increases re­
ceiving area 37 times for greater 
listening power. Snaps on and off. 
#3 10301 $34 .95 

"The Black Book of Di r ty 
Tricks" 

"Improvised Munitions Hand­
book , the most sought after 
here-to-fore impossible to ob­
tain Anny Manual. Includes 
revealing chapters on: Mines & 
Grenades, Small Amis Weap­
ons & Ammo, Mortars & Rock­
ets, Incendiary Devices , Fuses, 
Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. 
Te ll s how to make Rocket 
Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns 
and Recoilless Rifles from easy 
to obtain materia ls and more! 
#B B $10.00 

Handcuffs 
Official Detective type carried by 
police officers. Nickel plated hard­
ened steel. 2 keys. 
#270200 Single Lock 

#270220 Double-Lock 

$14 .95 
$19.95 

World's Largest Survival 
Knife 
"The Big One" 
This is the Kni fe you've been 
waiting for ! Made tough, it 
features a big I 0 inch 420 
stainless steel blade. Sports­
men, hunters. fishennen. 
and campers wi ll fi nd 
"The Big One" can take 
it no matter how tough 
the task. It 's more 1han 
just a kni fe. Features: 
• S" wa tertight black 
aluminum hollow 
handle. 
• Screw on/off liq­
uid fill ed compass. 
• Rugged black 
leather sheath 
wi~h sharp­
ening 
stone. 

ru res wire 
saw. marches. 
needles, nylon 

li ne. fishhooks. 
and sinkers. 

#1771 8 $24.95 

Phaser 
The safest personal defense prod­
uct available. Ultra-high emi ssion 
fire extingui sher valve shoots tear 
gas at distances up to 20 feet. 
Renders assai lant instantl y help­
less, causing extreme burning to 
eyes, nose and throat. Will not 
cause permanent injury. 
#26 1200 Pol ice Phaser $ 19. 9 5 
#261201 Mini Phaser $14.95 

r-------------, Your Supply Depot, Ltd. 1 
1831 W. Algonquin Rd., #215, Mt. Prospect, IL 60056 I 

For Fast Delivery Call (312) 253-7080 

Dept. SF-11 I 
Qty Number Descripti on/Size/Color 

Charge my: Subtota l 

D Visa D MasterCard D Amex Shipping 
Phone # Tax 
Exp irat ion Date 

Totat 

Price 

~ 

~ 
~ 

---

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

1: 
Credit Card Number 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 

City ______________________ _ 

State Zip. ______ _ 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Supply. Depot docs not warrant that you may legall y purchase, possess or I 
carry air guns.stun guns, dart guns, etc. By ordering you acknowledge that 

I vou arc an adult and there arc no legal restrictions to purchasing. .J 
... ____________ _ 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 77 



FLTDECGRUPAC teams would first study 
the embassy routine, then prepare detailed 
plans and scripts for their deception 
scheme. They would then develop relevant 
techniques, design specialized equipment 
(if not already on hand) and implement the 
plan. Near the bugs in the embassy, decep­
tion team personnel would, in. effect, put on 
a show for the clandestine Soviet listeners, 
reading from scripts and conducting realis­
tic play-acting to purposely mislead them 
and thus cover actual embassy activities and 
intentions. 

Today, Fleet Tactical Deception Groups 
follow in the footsteps of their Beach Jum­
per ancestors as the Navy's elite electronic 
deception masters supporting U.S. mari­
time strategy and naval operations around 
the world.~ 

SNIPER SNAFU 
Continued from page 69 

offers what amounts to the same rifle as the 
M24, except it uses their equivalent match 
barrel. It has the same stock and the same 
Remington M700 action. Retail price of this 
rifle without sights and other accessories is 
$1,289. Adding on $1,500 for the scope, 
iron sights, etc., we have $2, 789 retail. 
Again assuming a volume contract dis­
count, we have a price of about $2,300. 

Given these two comparable examples, 
why does the M24 SWS cost $4,995? The 

major reason appears to be marketplace in­
eptness on the part of the Army in requiring 
Remington to supply expensive special 
modifications and supplementary equip­
ment along the lines of the classic $600 
toilet seat. In this case, instead of the con­
tractor ripping off the government, it 
appears that the government is ripping off 
itself. A Remington spokesperson confided 
to me that the company is worried that even 
at the admittedly high contract price for the 
M24 it may not make any money on the deal 
because of all the special requirements the 
Army has heaped on it. One of these is a 
one-year, no-fault warranty on the M24 
SWS. For a nondevelopmental procurement 
of a supposedly "off-the-shelf" sniper 
rifle, it seems that the M24 SWS has an 
awful lot of new developmental and non­
off-the-shelf features about it. 

I will let you be the judge of whether the 
Army is paying too much for the M24. I will 
add, however, that a reliable source in the 
Army states that the Army's own Marks­
manship Training Unit at Ft. Benning told 
the M24 procurement officers that the MTU 
could build the M24 in-house for $2,000, 
although they do not currently have the pro­
duction capacity to meet the Army's needs. 

How is it possible for the Army to adopt a 
. sniper rifle with a non-field-maintainable 
bolt group and non-integral iron sights and 
without a detachable magazine? It is possi­
ble because whoever wrote up the original 
specifications, out of ignorance, did not re­
quire such features and was apparently 

working without a genuine understanding of 
sniper missions and requirements. In addi­
tion, the required feature of convertibility to 
.300 Winchester Magnum eliminated prac­
tically every other 7 .62mrn NATO sniper 
rifle in the world, since they invariably use 
short actions specifically set up for the 
shorter cartridge. 

The trials for the M24, if you want to call 
them that, had only two entries, one by 
Steyr and one by Remington. The Steyr 
entry did not meet accuracy requirements 
and was eliminated, leaving only the Rem­
ington entry. The poor performance of the 
Steyr came as a surprise, since the Steyr 
SSG is widely regarded as one of the most 
accurate off-the-shelf sniper rifles on the 
world market. A source that examined the 
Steyr entry stated that it had the appearance 
of a jury-rigged piece. This was probably 
because the normal Steyr sniper rifle is built 
on the company's shorter action, and the 
entry had to be on its long action to 
accommodate the convertibility require­
ment. Whatever the reason, the Steyr did 
not shoot well enough. The Remington won 
by default. 

The M24 was procured as a Non­
Development Hem (NDI). The NDI 
approach to procurement was chosen be­
cause the need for a better sniper rifle in the 
Army had reached a critical point. In fact, 
the need had been critical for many years. As 
early as 1975, I was briefed at Ft. Benning 
that if any significant number of brigades 
exercised their optional sniper Table of 

He/d)nconju'iiction with the 19~~-- .· O~ & EXPO,twe Three-Gun 
~Jnternati0nal Shooting Match i_$ ,,, · ' ,Yr.ses and is 
·designed to test practical s~(Jcf _._ __ _ _ .. _ _ _ . a _ _., n. Each shooter is 
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Organization and Equipment (TOE), as 
would likely happen in event of a major 
military confl ict, the Anny had insuffic ient 
M2 l Sniper rifles to meet the need. Obsolete 
.30-06 MID sniper rifles would have to be 
issued to many units . The M2 l was labor 
intensive to produce, expensive and hard to 
maintain. I was told then by the person re­
sponsible for sniper rifle development in the 
Infantry Combat Development Office that 
what was needed was some sort of off-the­
shelf sniper rifle. In spite of this obvious 
requirement for the development of a new 
sniper rifle, nothing significant was done to 
procure one for another 11 or 12 years. 

The result of all that waiting was that a 
new sniper weapon system was needed 
quickly - hence the NDI approach. The 
way the NDI system is supposed to work is 
that the military, in this case the Army, 
draws up specifications for what it needs. A 
Request for Proposal (RFP) is sent out to the 
industry. Individual manufacturers submit 
test samples of their item, which are all 
tested against the desi red specifications. 
Manufacturers whose entries satisfactorily 
pass the tests then submit competitive bids , 
with the lowest bid winning the contract. 
There is much more to it , but that is it in a 
nutshell. The idea behind the NDI approach 
is that the military gets a piece of equipment 
that can do the job required at a competitive 
price without spending money or time on 
R&D. When everything works right it is a 
good approach. For example, in spite of all 
the controversy and stumbling on the part of 

the Army, the NDI approach got the mili­
tary an excellent 9mm pistol - M9 Beretta 
- at a good price, . 

A key to the success of an ND! procure­
ment lies in the original specifications or 
requirements submitted to the industry. 
Since in this case these specifications did 
not requi re a detachable magazine or a field­
maintainable bolt group, it was to be ex­
pected that at least some entries would lack 
such features. The inclusion of the require­
ment for convertibility to .300 Winchester 
Magnum for some possible futu re use was 
totally unreasonable for an ND! sniper rifle 
procurement. It was unreasonable because 
NDls are supposed to draw from already­
developed technology. Not a single one of 
the world 's sniper rifles had convertibility 
from 7.62mm NATO to .300 Winchester 
Magnum as a feature in its original form. 
Since Steyr and Remington already pro­
duced sporting rifles in .300 Winchester 
Magnum, they were able to make a quick 
adaptation and come up with entries . 

Regardless , inclusion of the .300 Win­
chester Magnum requirement eliminated 
the vast majority of the world 's very finest 
7.62mm NATO sniper rifles from the com­
petition , even though what we wanted was a 
"shelf" 7 .62mm NATO sniper rifle! When 
only two entries were received , the trials 
should have been stopped. Then the situa­
tion should have been reevaluated. But be­
cause the trials weren' t stopped for lack of 
participation and the Army proceeded lem­
ming-like to the next step of procuring from 

the lowest (and in this case only) qualified 
bidder, there will undoubtedly be criticism 
that an e ntry was sho wn favoritism. 
Although that criticism is not justified , it 
looks even worse when the extremely high 
price of the winning (and only) entry is 
considered. 

What should be done? In my opinion, 
procurement of the M24 should be stopped . 
New trials should be held in which the con­
vertibility-to-. 300-Winchester requirement 
is dropped , or only included as a desirable 
but not mandatory feature. The new speci­
fications must require field-maintainable­
and-replaceable bolt parts, a detachable 
magazine and rugged, integral , fine ­
adjustment peep sights. The sniper rifles of 
our allies such as the British, French, Ger­
mans, etc., should be included in the trials 
for comparison, even if their manufacturers 
do not want to enter the morass of a U.S. 
sniper-rifle contract. Small , independent 
manufacturers should not automatically be 
eliminated , since they may be able to sub­
contract major production to a larger manu­
facturer or expand themselves to meet Army 
production requirements. ~ 
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review of defense attorneys prior to 
court, so make sure it is precise. If mu!-
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FREEDOM FIGHTER COMMEMORATIVES 
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Russian Commando Video's 
Lethal Hand to Hand Combat Techniques 
of the Superior Russian Military Special Forces SPETZ NATZ 
By Soviet Defector Arkady Anc~tolev former Russian Special Forces Officer/Com­
bat Instructor & Chief Instructor of Mercenary AR6 Paratrooper Legionnaires for 
Rhodesia and South America. 

Phoenix Productions Inc. 
P.O. Box 25 Newtown Br. 
Boston, Mass. 02258 

1-800-525-3503 
1-800-248-1094 

(In Mass.) 

MIC VISA 

DESCRIPTION AND ORDER NO. 

NAME-------------­

STREET------------~ 
CITY _____________ _ 

STATE/ZIP------------

Vol. I - Lethal In-Close Fighting 
Simple and effective techniques of utiliz­
ing your body as a deadly killing machine 
to protect yourself. Proven in years of 
combat. 
#SN-1 Reg. $69.95 Intro. offer $49.95 

Vol. II - Lethal In-Close Fighting 
Defense against more than one attacker 
and fighting from the ground. 
#SN-2 Reg. $69.95 Intro. offer $49.95 

Vol. I - Lethal In-Close Weapon 
Fighting 
Knife fighting techniques Arkady used in 
combat to protect himself and may some­
day save you. 
#SN-3 Reg. $69.95 Intro. offer $49.95 

Intro Special - Buy all 3 tapes, $100.00 
plus shipping. 

U.S. currency only. No C.O.D.'s. 
Checks held until cleared. 
Outside U.S., triple shipping costs. 

VHS BETA PAL PRICE 

ADD $3.00 EACH TAPE, S&H 

IN MASS. ADD 5% MASS. TAX 

TOTAL 

CREDIT CARD __________ _ 

CREDIT CARD NO. ---------­

EXPIRATION DATE----------

Due to the violent nature of these films, Phoenix Productions Inc. will sell these films only to 
viewers 18 years of age and older. These films are intended solely for self-defense and instruction­
al purposes. 
By purchasing any of these tapes, the buyer agrees that Phoenix Productions Inc. and its 
employees can not be held responsible for any injuries and or death due to the use or misuse of 
information on these tapes. 

I certify that I am 18 years of age or older ----------------

~ ~ 0( ':O'I>"' 

~;f ~v; ~ i..~v"' cP~ 
o~ « ~ ·,">"' o~ 

o'v'v .;> ~._,o ~~<; 
-<.: "<;o ~'I> '04 

<;:)" 0 " 

<o v;s-o~;:i,0 Ai 
'?' '?' E x tended Magazine Release $22.95 

o'"' .§' 
c; o°' Mag . Well 

,,,~ Extended Satety $24.95 

L~w Enforcement Inquires In vi ted !!ff ~JJ:::o n 
8

ea ver tai
1 

Grip 

// // ~- .. -'·-~ /J. Safety .......... $21.95 .4. . .4.. D~ C.-0-· 
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Send $2 for complete catalog 

80 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

~-"' 
Wilson .45 Match Magazine $23.95 

8 -Round .45 Magazine by MAG-PAC $23.95 
9-Round 10MM Magazine by MAG-PAC $26.95 

tiple officers are involved in the surveil­
lance then one officer should be 
assigned log duty. While this may seem 
like a mundane chore, it is a crucial part 
of the surveillance. 

A surveillance officer should always 
remain alert. The activity which the 
surveillance is supposed to observe 
may happen in the blink of an eye. 
Don ' t get caught daydreaming, o r 
worse - sleeping. If the surveillance 
has worn on to the point where the 
officer becomes bored or exhausted, 
he should be relieved or replaced. 

Most surveillances are very dull be­
cause the officer will either be riding all 
over town or cooped up in a van for 
hours at a time. In these cases, an offi­
cer must have extreme patience and 
good endurance. Remember your ulti­
mate purpose: obtaining information. 

Conducting a successful surveil­
lance requires plenty of advance pre­
paration. Study files on the subject for 
any information that might prove use­
ful. Make sure you have the correct 
name and address. Have a good de­
scription, a photograph if possible, in­
cluding known characteristics and 
mannerisms. Obtain files on known 
associates of the subject. 

If practical , surveillance officers 
should make a thorough reconnais­
sance of the area to determine traffic 
conditions and identify suitable van­
tage points, paying particular attention 
to dead-end streets. A common trick 
for identifying a tail is to go up a dead­
end or one-way street , proceed 
through a red light or engage in similar 
anomalous behavior to see if the sus­
pected tail will follow suit. 

An important thing to remember is 
to always carry enough cash for an 
extended surveillance. Don ' t carry 
large bills; large denominations will 
draw attention to you as they are often 
hard to break. Make sure you have 
plenty of change in the event phone 
calls are necessary. 

When more than one officer is in­
volved in a surveillance, the Murphy's 
Law effect increases geometrically. 
Therefore, very deliberate, detailed 
planning is necessary. One of the pa1ii­
cipants should be designated as the 
officer in charge (OIC) . The OIC 
should have the final word on all deci­
sions pertaining to the operation. 
When controlling numerous officers, a 
system of tactics and communication 
should be devised, disseminated and 
thoroughly understood by all partici­
pants. It is at this point that the Mur­
phy's Law plan should be finalized. 
Every officer should understand the 
contingency plan in the event it be­
comes necessary to use it. 

Make sure each surveillance officer 
has a radio which is operational, that 
your teams all have common frequen­
cies available and all officers know 
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OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 
SOF EXCHANGE• P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 •Phone 1-800-323-1776 opr. 131. 

BUCKLES• PINS• HATS• PATCHES• CLOTHING• ODDS & ENDS 
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A #7010 SOF Logo Pewter Buckle $6.95 
#7012 SOF Logo Military Buckle Sliver $11.95 
#7013 SOF Logo Military Buckle Black $11.95 
#7014 SOF Web Belt Black $3.50 
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#7022 SOF Logo Beret Badge Red $7.00 
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#5005 SOF Duffie Bag $24.95 
#5007 SOF 6-Pak Cooler $9.95 
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XXL available for $1.00 addition-
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#7003 Camo Shield Patch $4.95 
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'Y 
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Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 3/89, P.O. Box 687, Boulder CO 80306 
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We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA - call us toll-free -
1-800-323-1776, operator 131 . For customer service calls, dial (303) 
449-3750. 
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TRIGGER ... 

* NO ALTERATIONS 
REQUIRED 

Yes, from plinking to home defense, the Tri-Burst TM 

Trigger Activator will allow your gun to shoot three 
round bursts at a full automatic-type rate accurately 
and controllably. This device is perfectly legal and 
backed by our lifetime warranty. Comes comple.te 
and ready to install in seconds. Get one now while 
you still can! 

Please send me Tri-Burst at $39.95 ea. 
0 Model A-AR15 & DAEWOO 0 Model B-every­
thing except STEYR AUG. (Col. Residents add 3 % ) 

Type Rifle (IMPORTANn - --- ----

STUN! 
STAGGER! 
STOP! 
Any assailant with 
instant protection 
telescoping steel 
coils. 

Original patent made in West 
Germany. Gun blued . Flexible 
steel coils extend instantly 
with a flick of the wrist. 
SPECIFICATIONS: 

BLITZ: .51/a" closed, 131/4" 

open, 51/2 oz. 
SIPO: 6" closed, 16" 
open, 10 oz. 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

BLITZ: $10 9P~US 2.00 

palm sized 
with 

Includes 
pocket 
clip & 
hand 
strap 

1995 SHIPPING 
SIPO: $ PLUS 2.00 SHIPPING 

TO ORDER: Send check or money order to -

IN CO ~fti"iE~~b~~~ 
P.O. Box 3111 Dept. SOF B(2) 
Burbank, CA 91504 

82 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

what they are, and that each unit has a 
fully charged battery plus at least one 
spare. Earphones are optional, but 
when working a foot surveillance a 
person wearing a set of Walkman-type 
headphones is far less conspicuous 
than a person holding a portable radio. 
A hand-held microphone is preferable 
for the same reason. Be sure that either 
a secure channel or a code system is 
being used. Never use radios on an 
unsecure channel since violators and 
news media use scanners to monitor 
law enforcement channels. 

If the surveillance is to be lengthy, 
arrangements should be made for a 
command post ( CP) so that officers will 
have a central location to report to or 
return to if the need arises. The CP 
should have secure telephone lines 
and backup equipment such as char­
gers for portables, extra cameras, film , 
maps of the area, extra information 
packets on the suspect, a place to rest 
and, most important, an area for your 
log person to work in and maintain the 
central log. Easy access in and out of 
the CP is important. 

Suitable relief should be planned for 
the officers. It's tough being cooped up 
in a van for eight hours, feeling like the 
OIC has forgotten you. After about 
eight hours an officer's attention will 
start to wander. An eight-hour shift on 
a four-hour bladder can be torture -
an empty bleach jug can help. For this 
and reasons such as simple fatigue , an 
officer's time on post should be closely 
monitored by the OIC. 

In certain narcotics surveillances it 
will be imperative that the officer be 
close enough to the suspect to over­
hear conversations that may prove 
fruitful as well as witness transactions. 
The o~e-man foot surveillance is the 
most difficult surveillance task to per­
form, as the suspect must be kept in 
sight at all times since he may make a 
drop or pick-up at any given time, or 
make contact with the main man, etc. 
Thus one-man surveillances should 
be a~oided whenever possible. This 
type surveillance will usually be very 
close and often dependent on pedes­
trian traffic and the physical environs. 
When walking on the opposite side of 
the street, the officer should keep 
almost abreast of the suspect. It is al­
ways necessary to be close enough to 
observe the suspect when he enters 
buildings, turns corners, or makes simi­
lar abrupt moves. 

The probability of success will in­
crease with the use of two officers. It 
affords greater security against detec­
tion and reduces the risk of losing the 
suspect. On streets that are crowded 
with pedestrian and vehicular traffic, 
both officers should normally remain 
on the same side of the street as the 
suspect, with the first officer some dis­
tance back. Officers should have a 

stereo High Adventures 
proudly presents _ . . 

TheWarbird 
Trilogy: 

TheRaid 
On Ploesti! 

The Fighting 
Flying Tigers 
The Fur y Of 

The sea Hawks 
THE WARBIRD TRILOGY is an action 

filled tri·pack of great adventures on 
three one hour stereo audio cassettes. 
These tough, new action dramas are 
not old nostalgic "ra.dio shows." They 
are new full stereo dramas with an all 
Hollywood cast. Uncensored and elec­
trifying in their boldness, they are 
NOT recommended for children. 

"The Raid on Ploesti" is the true 
story of "Killer Kane," the toughest 
S.0.8. that ever strapped himself into 
the left seat of a 8·24 Liberator and 
led his pilots straight into the jaws of 
hell! 

You'll also receive "The Fighting 
Flying Tigers," and "The Fury of the 
Sea Hawks"stirring tributes to WWll's 
combat pilots. 

This is three solid hours of excite· 
ment. This is . . . THE WARBIRD 
TRILOGY! 

All 3 cassettes $ 2 9. 9 5 
send $29.95 plus $3 shipping & handling to: 

FERDE CiROFE FILMS 
3100 Airport Avenue, Suite 220 

Santa Monica, CA 90405 
Visa & Mastercard Include card no. & exp. date. 
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In Calif. !800J 826-6146 
CA residents add 6%% sales tax. 

MARCH 89 



prearranged plan for switching their 
positions. On streets which are not as 
crowded, the second officer can walk 
abreast on the opposite side of street. 
In order to avoid detection, officers 
should periodically change positions to 
ensure that they are not compromised. 

With a team of more than two offi­
cers working the surveillance the 
chances of success are greatly en­
hanced. This will also help detect 
countersurveillance (the suspect hav­
ing one of his men follow him to see if 
he is being watched) . A sufficient num­
ber of officers on the detail will also 
allow for continual rotation and even 
an officer dropping out if he feels that 
he has been spotted. 

The progressive or leapfrog method 
of foot surveillance is a technique an 
officer should try to avoid because of 
the possibility that the suspect may 
change his routine. The leapfrog 
method is where an officer will plan on 
moving ahead of the suspect and then 
watching his actions. If the suspect has 
a set route or pattern, this method can 
be useful since it will allow the surveil­
lance team to pick up the suspect later 
in his route if they lose contact. But, 
bear in mind that even if the suspect 
appears to be predictable it does not 
mean that he will use the same route 
every time. Do not try to second guess! 
Leapfrogging should be used only if 
continuous tailing of the suspect is too 
risky. 

By the use of combined foot/auto 
surveillance, officers will always be 
assured of transportation if the suspect 
should board a bus, train , or meet up 
with someone who has transportation. 
Several officers can also be carried in 
the surveillance vehicle, and the offi­
cers on foot can be frequently changed 
to avoid detection. Common sense 
must be exercised in the operation of 
the vehicle, as either fast or slow move­
ments or erratic driving patterns may 
make it highly noticeable. Try to stay 
with the flow of traffic. 

Single-vehicle surveillance shares 
the same problems that exist with one­
man surveillance, but if only one car is 
available you will have to make do. 
The vehicle should be behind the sus­
pect' s at all times, with the distance 
varying with the amount of traffic. In 
city traffic no more than three vehicles 
should be allowed between you and 
the suspect. If at all possible stay to the 
rear of the suspect's vehicle since this 
position is the least likely to draw atten­
tion. In rural or open areas it is wise to 
give the suspect as much lead as possi­
ble. If the road has few intersections 
then the surveillance vehicle may even 
lose sight of the suspect at times. For 
night surveillance make sure all of your 
external lights are in working order and 
avoid using your high beams as much 
as possible. If you can get to the sus-
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• Passive 2nd Gen. 
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Night Vision Scope 

PREDATOR V-C 
Pocket Scope 
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lens and C mount 
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weight, weatherproof, 
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• Full Military Spec. 
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color camcorder 

We Have The Largest Selection 
of Night Vision for Video 

PREDATOR VI 
Night Vision Goggles 
• Passive 2nd Gen. 

or Still Photography • "Hands Free" 
Operation 
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·- CONTROL, INC. 

Call Mr. Brite 
1-800-722-4490 

I Send $25 for our 1989 catalog of exciting eleccronic 
surveillance produces, appli cable towards purchase. 

I CCS Communication Control, Inc., 160 Midland Avenue, 

Call for free demonstration at any of our authorized distribmors 
Port Chester, NY 10573 800-722 -4 490 or in NY, 

I 212-557-3040. World Headquart ers 
160 Midland Ave., Pon Chester, NY 10573 
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S.A.S. SURVIVAL MANUAL 
This large volume contains the com-

plete SAS Survival Course. Written by 
John Wiseman who served 26 years 
with the Special Air Service (SAS) and 
was head of Survival Training. 

It is dedicated in preparing you to 
survive outdoors , on land or sea, i ri any 
weather, anywhere in the world . 

Literally thousands of detailed illus­
trations are packed in over 280 pages 
of this informative stud y on surv iva l. 
Full color illustrations depicting ed ible 
and poisonous plants , poisonous 
snakes and reptiles , dangerous insects, 
dangerous sea creatures and even 
medicinal plants are included. 

From improvised she lters and weapons to navigation by stars to first aid , this is 
the most concise book ever published on the subject of survival. 
No. C516 - 288 pg. 9x9'h (postpaid) ..... ... .... .. ..... ................. . , .. ...... Only $16.95 

Other Titles of Interest 

Poor Man·s James Bond C65 .... ......... St7.50 
Intruder In Your Hom e C474 .. .. .. .. .... . S14.95 
US Army Sniper Training C277 . .. .•. . ... S14.95 
Survival Guns· Mel Tappan C509 ....... . S16.95 

rt-~~;~;;,~-(s~~~~;1 
I £ P.O. Box 1625, Dept.SF• El Dorado, AR 71730 \ 

I ~ Visa, MasterCard, Am. Express I 
I DELTM1l!ll.. (Include Number and Expiration) I 

US Navy Seal Combat Manual C56 ..... . . . S14.95 
The Soldier's Handbook C507 

by Lt. Col. Anthony B. Herbert ......... St00.00 
I Please send __ copies of " Survive Safely Anywhere," I 
I #C516 @ $16.95 ea. postpaid. Also send: I 

Colt AR-t5 / M·16 A2 
Complete Manual C333 ....... . .. .. . ... S14.95 

The Anarchist Cookbook C66 ... . ........ S21 .95 

- All Prices Include Postage -

Complete Color Catalog . 112 pg . .......... S2.00 
FREE WITH OROER 

I I 
I Name I 
I Addr.,ss I 
I City State __ Zip I 
~-~~--~--------J 
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STEINER 
MILITARY-MARINE 

BINOCULARS 

PENETRATING LIGHTPOWER 
Steiner-Germany, the No. 1 Military 
binocular for more than 40 nations. The 
toughest, the brightest. From Israeli Com­
mandoes to Special Forces to Navy Seals. 
When you put it on the line, demand the 
best. Get yourself a Steiner Binocular. 
Steiner. The right gear for the right man. 

The new Steiner 
7 x 50 Commander 
RS 2000 with built 
in compass and 
rangefinder. 

STEINER~ 
Pioneer Marketing & Resean:h 

216 Haddon Ave., Westmont, NJ 08108 
(609) 854-2424 • (800) 257-7742 

In Canada: Steiner Optlk Canada, Inc., 500 Ouellette Ave., 
Windsor, Ont., N9A 1B3, (519) 258-7263 

M1A/M14 
Pro Scope Mount 

B-Square's new no-gunsmlthlng 
military scope mount for the M1AI 
M14 rifle. is quick on and off with a 
single knob attachment and returns 
to zero. It has elevation adjustment to 
help align hi-power sniper scopes 
and is see-under so the gun's sights 
can be used with the mount installed. 

B-Square's mount has a standard 
dovetail, as well as NA TO $tanag 
provisions, and. is l~ng enoug.~ for 
mounting all A1mpo1nt and m1l1tary 
devices. It has improved style lines 
and a matte finish to match the gun. 

Suggested list in only $99.50 
complete with 1-inch standard dove­
tail rings. Contact vour dealer! 

1i51 8-SQUARE CO. 
L!:!J Fort Worth, Texas 
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pect's vehicle. without endangering 
your case, a handy trick is to pull one of 
the tag lights loose and leave it hanging 
directly below the bumper. The bright 
white light will stand out, making night 
surveillance easier. 

Wherever possible a two-car surveil­
lance should be used. Again, this will 
increase the probability of success in 
the surveillance. In city areas during 
daylight, both surveillance vehicles 
should be behind the suspect's auto. If 
the streets allow, the second car can 
parallel the target. When the suspect 
makes a turn the second car will be in 
position to follow him and assume the 
surveillance lead. While operating on 
interstate highways, one can go ahead 
to the next exit in the event that the 
suspect leaves the roadway. One of the 
easiest ways to blow an interstate sur­
veillance is to have the suspect look up 
and see the same auto in his mirror at 
every stop. 

With a multiple-vehicle surveillance, 
members of the surveillance team can 
even monitor the suspect from the 
front. This method can also be efficient 
in night surveillance using tips men­
tioned earlier. Three or more vehicles 
in the surveillance are like three or 
more officers - the more the merrier, 
as long as control and good com­
munication are maintained. 

Using the leapfrog surveillance tech­
nique with an automobile is much safer 
than in a foot surveillance because the 
officer will have more mobility. Autos 
should be stationed at intervals along a 
known route. After the suspect's car 
has passed, one officer can pass the 
suspect's auto and take up another 
position further down the road and 
wait for the suspect to pass again. In 
this manner surveillance can be main­
tained witnout actually following the 
suspect. This technique has the same 
disadvantages as a foot surveillance. 
The most obvious is that the suspect 
may change routes suddenly. 

The use of aircraft for surveillance is 
very efficient, as they can follow a sus­
pect without drawing attention. When 
used in conjunction with appropriate 
ground surveillance, success is almost 
a certainty. Utilizing aircraft in your sur­
veillance makes it doubly important 
that a secure form of communication 
be used. The pilot should also have an 
observer. If possible, mark the sus­
pect' s vehicle in some way to make it 
easier to track from the air. 

Stationary or fixed surveillance is 
usually done from a position that will 
give maximum visibility of the target, 
yet afford the officers some freedom of 
movement. The base may be a house, 
apartment, van, boat or any other 
number of locations. The base should 
have an exit which will allow officers to 
freely come and go without detection. 
A stationary surveillance is appropriate 

SAFE! 
FOR 
DISPLAY 

M1921 
THOMPSON 
01-700 . 

" STAGE PROP GUNS" .... $
295 

PPD 

GOV 'T .. 45 
AUTOMATIC 
01-300 .. 

GERMAN 
P-08 
PARABELLUM 

357 
POLICE 
MAGNUM 
01-108 . 

CANNOT 
BE MADE 
TO FIRE! 

MILITARY KNIVES QUALITY REPRODUC· 
TIONS OF FAMOUS. HISTORICAL EDGED WEAPONS AND 
MILITARY KNIVES. 

U.S. MJ FIGHTING KNIFE. 
07-048 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $21 PPD 

.2;awmmmm11m1mmpe "' !"' -a;;;-.... 

FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIFE 
07-014 . . . . . . . . . . ..... $41 PPO 

·-., -
nr' ,,. , ,/ U !vf W.'1,::( vf{)(r:.! _..,.,, 

--·-·---~·-

ALL KNIVES HAVE SCABBARDS 

GERMAN HJ YOUTH KNIFE 
07-09 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35 PPO 

FREE GIFT with every paid order from this ad , or send for 
FREE catalog. Phone Toll Free: 1-800-544-3456 Ext. 515 

MEDALS & BADGES PERFECT REPLICAS 
HIGHEST QUALITY. 

THIS " RUPTURED DUCK" IS 
MADE FROM ORIGINAL DIES. 
U.S. WWII DISCHARGE BUTTON 
14-018 . . . . $11 PPD 

GERMAN WWI " BLUE MAX" 
14-01 (W/RIBBON) .... . $29 PPD 
14-77 (NECK CHAIN) . . .. $16 PPO 

~ ~:·:i,~ib/\.l,31, 
15·118 (RAF) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $18 PPD 
15-11C (RFC) . .......... ... .. . . $13 PPD 

FREE GIFT with every paid order from this ad , or send for 
FREE catalog. 

D FREEColorcatalogof 1-----­
Militaria. Replica Model Guns, I 
Stage Prop Guns, Historic I 
Swords, Suits of Armour, 
Flags, Medals, Badges & More. I ----------· I COLLECTOR'S ARMOURY 

I 800 SLATERS LANE, DEPT. SO 
I BOX 59, ALEXANDRIA, VA 22313 

I SEND:---- - --,­
I O MONEY ORDER 0 CHECK ENCLOSED 
I Credit Card Orders: 1-800-544-3456 Ext. 515 
I NAME ___________ _ 

. • ADDRESS _________ _ _ 

I CITY ___________ _ 

I STATE/ZIP _ ________ :-::---
... __ . MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) IF NOT SATISFIED- --
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Join the ranks of America's 
Finest Fighting Men with these 

authentic stereo cassette recordings. 
• Run to their famous running cadences. 
• Share their legendary marching chants. 
• Relive their training and combat. 
• Be inspired by their music. 
#410 Run 10 Cadence #510 Marching Cadences 

U.S. Mannes U.S. Mannes 
#420 Run 10 Cadence #520 Marching Cadences 

Army Airborne Army Airborne 
H430 Run 10 Cadence #530 Marching Cadences 

Army Rangers Army Rangers 
H440 Run 10 Cadence #540 Marching Cadences 

Army lnlanlry Army lnfanlry 
#450 Run lo Cadence #560 Marching Cadences 

Marines Vol. II Green Berels 
#460 Run lo Cadence #803 U.S. Air Force 

Green Berels Basic Training 
#470 Run 10 Cadence #805 Marine Bool Camp 

Airborne Rangers Parris Island 
#700 America's Bugle #806 Marine Bool Camp 

Calls San Diego 
#930 VIETNAM Wilh U.S. #850 Gen. MacArlhurs 

Fighling Man! Farewell Address 

Send coupon- with check or money order. All 
cassettes S9.95. This offer good only in U.S.A. 
& Canada. Write for free catalog. 100% return 
guarantee. 

Credit Card orders 1-800-642-1144 .-----------1 
I NAME l ADDRESS 

I CITY 

I ZIP 

STATE 

PH. NO. 

I PLEASE SEND FOLLOWING CASSETIES: $21 
I ~~~~~~~~~ 
I ~~~~~~~~~ 
I I -SU_B_TO-TA_L ___ ___ A_D_D-SH- IP_P_ING- S-2.-50 

I "-CA-'R-"E-'-SID'-'E-'-NT~S_A~DD~6_",_TA_X ___ T.c01_A_L --
Documentary Recordings I P 0. Box 99788, San Diego, CA 92109 
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when it is anticipated that it will cover 
an extended period. 

Surveillance officers using a vehicle 
for their stationary surveillance points 
should take care to not let the little 
things give them away. For instance, 
consider a vehicle sitting at the curb in 
the middle of the summer with an indi­
vidual in it and the windows rolled up. 
The car has been sitting there for sever­
al hours. It will not take a genius to 
figure out that the car is running and 
the air conditioning is on. Next case, 
the windows are down and there is a 
pile of cigarette butts outside the driv­
er's door, and coffee cups all over the 
dash .. . next to a walkie-talkie. Such 
small details as these can kill your sur­
veillance faster than a speeding bullet. 

A tip for stationary vehicle surveil­
lance where only one officer is in­
volved is for the officer to be sitting on 
the passenger side of the vehicle as if 
he were waiting for someone. This 
does not draw as much attention as a 
person sitting at the steering wheel. 
REVIEW THE BASICS: 

Plan, prepare and properly equip for 
a successful surveillance; if you can 
pool manpower and equipment re­
sources with another agency for 
mutual benefit, do so. 

Always plan for the Murphy factor, 
and make sure all officers know what 
the contingency plan is. 

Take good notes as soon as possible 
- a recorder is recommended; keep a 
chronological log. r 

Deploy enough equipment to get 
the job done - don' t wait until you're 
in the field to think "why didn't I bring 
the VCR?" 

Try not to arouse the suspicions of 
uniformed police in the area who are 
not part of the surveillance team. 

Don' t automatically assume you've 
been spotted when your suspect acts 
suspiciously. Stay in your role until 
confident you've been burned. 

If you get burned, do not im­
mediately go to the office or CP - the 
suspect may then be tailing you. 

Always be on the lookout for possi­
ble countersurveillance. 

Never peek from behind doors, 
around buildings, poles and so forth -
such sudden and obvious movements 
will certainly draw attention to you. 

Always look and act as if you belong 
to the area you're in; consider your 
dress, your demeanor, your vehicle, 
your speech and your actions. 

Be leery getting information from 
hotel clerks, bellboys and others who 
might be on the payroll of the suspect. 

Last, but not least, it is not dishonor­
able to "blow" a surveillance; every­
one involved in this kind of work has 
done it. Professionals will learn from 
their mistakes and use that hard-won 
information to do better on the next 
surveillance. ~ 

MILITARY SURPLUS 

BOU Wood., jkt. or pants, each ...... $22.95 
The complete set ... .. ........... ........... $43.50 
BOU, Hot Weather, each .... ....... .... $24.95 
The complete set, ............. .. ........... $47.50 
BOU, Desert, jkt. or pants, each .. .. $24.95 
The complete set ... ......... .... ........... $47.50 
Tiger Stripes, jkt. or pants, each ... . $24.95 
The complete set .. ......... ............ .... $47.50 
Black Swat, jkt. or pants, each .... ... $24.95 
The complete set ...... .. .. ....... .......... $47.50 
M65 Field Jacket, Woodland or 00$47.95 
M65 Field Jacket Liner, OD ........... $ 15.95 
MA-1 Pilots Jacket, OD or Black .. .. $45.95 
N3-B Arctic Parka, OD .. ............... $103.95 
N2-B Arctic Parka, OD ............. ...... $79.95 
BOU Hat, with earflaps, Woodland .. $6.95 
G.I. Boonie Hat, Wood., Blk., Tiger .. $9.95 
Woodland Camouflage T-Shirt ......... $5.25 
G.I. lntermed. Cold Sleeping Bag .. $74.95 
G.I. Sleeping Pad, OD ......... ..... ....... $9.50 
LC-1 "ALICE" Pack, Medium, OD .. $44.95 
LC-2 "ALICE" Pack Frame ............ . $44.95 
Pack and Frame together .. ............ $85.95 
G.I. Anglehead Flashlight, OD ......... $5.25 
G.I. OD 1-quart plastic canteen ....... $.1.50 
G.I. Canteen Cup with wire handles $6.50 
G.I. 2-quart Canteen and Cover .... $14.95 
LC-1 Nylon Canteen Cover .............. $5.50 
LC-1 Nylon Suspenders ... .............. $ 11.95 
LC-1 Nylon Compass Pouch ..... ....... $2.50 
LC-2 Nylon Pistol Belt, Med. or Lge. $7.95 
LC-1 Nylon Mag. Pouch, 30 round .. . $7.50 
G.I. Butt Pack, OD ......... ............. ... $12.95 
G.I. .45 Auto. Magazines ................. $4.95 
G.I. M16 Magazines, 30 round .... .... . $6.75 
G.I. M-7 Shoulder Holster: Black ... $23.95 
G.I. Hip Holster, Black ...... .. : ........ ... $ 17.95 
Meal Ready to Eat, Case ... ...... ... ... $55.95 
Individual Meal, our choice ...... ... .... . $5.25 
Dummy Hand Grenade, Pineapple .. $4.95 
Dummy Hand Grenade, Baseball .... $4.95 
G.I. Wet Weather Poncho, OD ... ... . $17.95 
G.I. Wet Weather Poncho, Wood .. $26.95 
G.I. Poncho Liner, Woodland ......... $28.50 
USMC Combal Knife ...... ............. ... $20.95 
USAF Pilots Survival Knife ............ . $15.95 
US Navy "SEALS" Knife .. .. ....... ..... $35.95 
G.I. Waterproof Match Container .... . $1.25 
G.I. Camouflage Facepaint.. ............ $1 .95 
G.I. Mechanics Tool Bag, OD ...... .. $15.95 
USAF Pilots Sunglasses, Lge. Lens$27.95 
USAF Pilots Sunglasses, Sm. Lens$24.95 
G.I. Riflebore Cleaner, 3 for ............. $1.00 

For clothing please send sizes. Military 
manuals, ribbons, patches, badges, etc., 
paintball supplies and much more are also 
available. All Military items are genuine G.I. 
and in new condition. 
For complete catalog send self-addressed 
stamped (65¢) envelope, outside U.S. send 
$2.00. 

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS 
Cash, check or money order. Mastercard 
and Visa accepted. Minimum Postage, U.S. 
$2.75, foreign $7.00. 

J.R. SALES CO. 
1206-28th AVE. E. #D(F) 
ELLENTON,FL.34222 

(813) 722-0380 
Orders only: (800) 727-2827 
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BADBOYe 
SHARPENING THE MIND • HARDENING THE 

BODY • MAKING THE MONEY • USING 

THE RIGHT CONTACTS • BUILDING THE· 

POWER BASE • PROJECTING YOUR NEW 

IMAGE • HAVING THE BEAUTIES • LIVING 

THE ADVENTURE 

TAKE IT NOW! 
THE KICK-ASS TAPE COURSE! $19.95 

BAD BO Ye 

~~~~KOR ~~~ MONEY 
ORDER . 

DRAWER 1225, FAYETTEVILLE, AR 7270 2 

Cit y _______ State/Zip ___ _ 

Signature 

I certif y that I am ove r 18 years of age . 

PHOTO l.D. KITS 

,--- SelectFro~---l 
0 Bounty Hunter D Master Ninja 
0 Air America D V'Nam Combat Vet. 
D MAC-V (CIA) D Phoenix Program 
0 Marine Sniper D Press Card 
D Army Sniper D Pilot 
D Certified Parachutist D Black Belt 
D Certified SCUBA Diver 0 Weapons Specialist 
D Suppressed Weapons Specialist 

T~~~E $11 . 95 
KITS 

NATIONAL l.D. CENTER 
1600 Fairfield, Suite 233-S 

Shreveport, LA 71101 
24 hr. Order No. 1-318-222-2970 

SAME DAY SHIPMENT! 
Large Catalog FREE with Purchase 

NAME ___________ _ ___ _ 

ADDRESS~--------------
C ITY /ST A TE/Zl P _ _ _________ _ 

I CARD # Exp. Date, ___ _ 

D D D D D D 
~S~ M/C ~oney Order_ Check_ C~ ~~ 
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A CCU-Wedge 
increases 
AR·15/M16 
accuracy. 
Drop ACCU-Wedge in 
rear of lower receiver 
to eliminate play and 
buffer cycling system. ~ 

I 

~~-. 
Dept. SF, Northampton, MA O 1060 

Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 

COMPLETE PRIVACY! 
• Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
• Become "lnvlslble'1 to Investigators 
• Stop Generating Financial Records 
• Communications Privacy •. Phone, Mall 
• How to Stay Out of Government Flies 
• Begin Eliminating Negative Records 
• How to Create Helpful New Records 
• Generating Quick Cash Income 
• Hiding Your Assets • Privacy Afloat 
• Banking Alternatives • "Low Profile" 
• Privacy from Taxes • Nomadic Living 
• Multiple Addresses 
• Hideouts, Deep Cover 
• How to "Disappear" 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT - and MOREi 
Don't wait! Order TODA YI! 

ONLY $18.95 .. -----­• EDEN PRESS 
I 11623 Slater "C'', Box 841().AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 I 
I Your JD Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add I 

Choice lo FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 
I !California residents please add 6% sales tax.1 I 
I D Send latest Book Catalog - FREE. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I City I 
I &~ ~D _I 
... ____________ .. 

$11.95 

SECRETS OF MODERN 
KNIFE FIGHTING 
by David Steele 

8'h" x 11:· 149 pages , 180 photos . Knife Fighting history , 
techniques , and strategy to Insure the personal survival of 
Law Enforcement , Military , and Civilian who must: " GO IN 
HARMS WAY. " 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
State of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. "Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;" NBC News states .... $33.00 

HK t 

1 i(•Zli(S&.50 

Heckler & Koch G3 (Selective Fire HK 91) Owners Manual OR 
Heckler & Hock HK33 (Selective Fire HK 93) Owners Manual 
• Assembly/ disassembly • All liring modes shown in a step by step 
• Operation/maintenance / sequence of diagram s' showing the 

repair function of all parts involved 
More than 50 pages with photos and diagrams. 

$11.95 
MERCENARY'S 
MANUAL 
VO. II 
written by Terry Edwards 
edited by Robert K. Brown 

11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD. N. HOLLYWOOD , CA 91601 • ATTN. GLADYS 
(818) 763·De04 OPEN 7 DAYS 
Prices subject to change. • Calalog S2.00 • Orders pa id with money order 
or credit card sen! immedialely, personal check orders held 4 weeks . 

MEN, WOMEN, BOYS, GIRLS 
CURRENT GENUINE MILITARY GOV'T 

ISSUE M-65 FIELD COAT 
Woodland Camouflage and Olive Green 

HOOD DRAWCORD 

The latest U.S. Army Field Jacket made of 50% nylon 
and 50% cotton with water repellency. Features a zip-in 
hood. heavy duty lront zipper and snaps. Orawcord on 
the hood. waist and bottom of jacket Four 14J large out· 
side pockets with snaps. Great lor sk iing. bicycling. 
hunting. hiking. work or leisure. 
Men-Women Only Boys-Girls Only 

$39.50 $35.95 
SIZES: Men-Women-X-Sml. Sml. Med. Lge. X-Lge 
COLORS: Men-Women - Woodland Camoullage. Olive 
Green. Swat Black. Jungle Tiger Stripe 
SIZES: Boys-Girls - Sml J4·6J. Med JB-1 OJ. Lge JI 2- 141. 
X·Lge 116-1 Bl 
COLORS: Boys-Girls - Woodland Camoullage 
M-65 Button In Lini ng St 5.50 plus S3.00 shipping & handl ing 

Send for Pro-Forma Invoice on Foreign Orders 
Mastercard and Visa accep te d. Add 6"o. 

Slate size and color and mail $39.50 or S35.95 plu s 
S4.00 per jacket lor shipping and ha ndli ng lo: 

ALPINE MILITARY S ALES 
P.O . Box 18380 • Knoxville, TN 37928-2380 

TELEPHONE NO: 615-922-7667 
Sati sfa c tion Guaranteed or You r Mo ney Back 
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MOVING? 
.. . . 

PLACE LABEL HERE 

MR I MS 

Street Apt. rlo. 

City J State I Zi p 

Mail it to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, 
P.O. Box 348, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

PAINT GRENADES! 
Hand Grenades • Booby Traps 

Paint Shotguns • Security Devices 
Not a balloon filled with paint wrapped in paper 
mache, but actual exploding hand grenades and 
booby traps that throw several paint balls in a 1 to 
4 meter radius. Especially made for the Survival 
Game, or marking and stunning burglars and 
prowlers. Pull pin ignites charge in 0 to 7 seconds. 
No shrapnel, easily camouflaged. Materials avail­
able locally, build several the same day! 
Illustrated step by step instructions. Trip wire or 
command detonation, no fragmenting casings or 
metal shrapnel. 
For fun and excitement, you can't beat grenades. 

Send $ J 9.95 cash, check or money order to: 

CAL 
P.O. Box 231 

Sedona, AZ 86336 

3" left breast logo 
9" centered logo 

HOODED SWEATSHIRTS 

T-SHIRTS 9" centered logo 

TANK TOPS 9" centered logo 

SATIN JACKETS 
Red, White, Royal Blue, Black 

Sizes available on items above. 
Medium, Large, Extra-Large 

$18.50 
$18.50 

$24.50 
$18.50 

$14.50 

$8.75 

$9.95 

$49.50 

BASEBALL CAPS One size fits all $8.25 

EMBLEMS 
Embroidered $5.00 Printed $4.00 

MILITARY HAT PINS 
$4.00 

$9.95 
BEER STEINS (23oz.) $12.50 

Cloak & Dagger Publications 
P.0.Box 8301 Hooper, Utah 84315 

Visa/MasterCard - Money Orders - Cash C.O.D. 
UPS Shipping & Handling $2.50 
Catalog $2.00 - FREE with order! 

24 HR. ORDER HOTIJNE - (801) 399-1202 
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The 111 / /Tll" H~avy Duty 
/"'1 V / / /"'1 D1pstand 

Train to Peak Performance with this mass and strength 
building apparatus. Your arms and chest will quickly 
respond to this exercise. Perfect for abdominal leg raises 
and your heaviest weighted dips . 

The u111ma1e uooer Body workout 
Built to last a lifetime, engineered for perfect balance and 
stability. Constructed of heavy gauge chromed steel, with 
cushioned grips and a non-slip base. 48 inches tall 
36 inches wide at base. 22 inches wide at grips. 28 lbs. 

Only . $99.95 
P.IUs $15 S&H 

Limited Quantify 
Dl't/B1 llOW 

1"8DIJ-84H134 
• 24 Noun 

MC/V/AMEXIC.O.D. 
or send oheck/M.O. 

to the; 

FITIEll BBDlll' 
P.O. Box 251 

Edmonds, WA 98020 
Orders Shipped U.P.S. 

Immediately. 

,_LY Mllll • 
m nma smn OF._.. 

BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds "Threat L evel 
II-A" tested in accordance with the NILECJ­
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T -shirt . 

Front & Back Protector .. . ... .... . $175.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels .. . . . . .... . . $35.00 ppd. 

Offic ially t ested by the U .S . Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov­
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O . Box 1754. 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s12ss 
1.dd $1.05 H ndl. 

Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath­
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!/ 

WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept BK-3-SF 
156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 

C I A 
The legendary 

"get out of i~!I 
• • • free cards 

Exact reprints of the covert identification cords car­
ried by members of the CIA controlled MAC­
SOG.(Militory Assistance Command-Special Opero­
tions Group' .... 00 NOT DETAIN OR QUESTION HIM!­
He is authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry un­
usual personal weapons. poss into restricted areas 
requisition equipment of all types. • 

CAUTION-SOLD AS WAR RELICS ONLY! 

A Originol .~lti-color folding W. cord ! ~5.00 
Second version of the above. issued $ 
in 1971! Two color. wallet size!... ... 5.00 B 
Air America Pilot's ldentificotion Cord 

C end Pass ....... Siagon, Late War!... ..$5.00 
National l.D. Center All 3 

1600 Fairfield Ave . Suite 233-S2 f $ l 2 OO 
Shreveoprf. LA 71101 Or -

1-318-222-2970 (24hours) V/SA/ MC/ Chk. 

DEVELOP THE BODY YOU'VE ALWAYS DREAMED OF. ADD 
INCHES TO YOUR CHEST, ARMS, AND THIGHS. SCULPT YOUR 
STOMACH, BUTTOCKS, AND CALVES. THE BODY SCULPTOR 
BURNS FAT, TONES MUSCLES, AND RELIEVES TENSION. 
ADJUSTABLE ELECTRICAL IMPULSES WORK YOUR MUSCLES 
MORE EFFECTIVELY THAN REGULAR EXERCISE. IT'S 
MEDICALLY PROVEN, EFFORTLESS AND SAFEI . 

USE IT AT HOME, IN THE OFFICE, TRAVELING, EVEN WHILE 
WATCHING T.V. OR READING. WE ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE 
RESULTS IN 30 DAYS OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 

COMPLETE INSTRUCTIONS 
PORTABLE 
EXPANDABLE 
FREE CARRYING CASE 
MAKES AN IDEAL GIFT/ 

BODY SCULPTOR 400: 
4·PAD UNfl WI BA lTERIES 
ONLY $159• $5POSTAGE 
&HANDLING 

BODY SCULPTOR 800: 
IJ.PAD UNIT WI BATTERIES & 
AC ADAPTER, ONLY $295 • 
$10 POSTAGE & HANDLJNG 

CALL NOW FO.R ,IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
l"9P\ 1(800\428-7825 EXT. 33 • 
Wiiiil/ 24 HRS/DAY 7 DAYS!WEEK 

FOR INFORMATION CALL (714) 854·5951 
OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TODAY TO: 

DAVID STEELE ENTERPRISES, INC. 
64 Lehigh Aisle, Suhe 400, Irvine, CA 92715 

Srulptor 400 Qty ____ Sculptor 800 Qty ___ _ 

D Checks a Money Order Enclosed 
0 Visa/MC# _________ Exp. Date _ _ 

Name ________ ______ _ _ 

Address --- ---- - - --- ---
City State _ __ Zip 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 



Be a DETECTIVE 
AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

•LEARN & 
EARN 
AT HOME 

Men · Women · Learn fro m the experts. Train at home for an 
exciting part or full time career as a p rivate detective o r 
security consultant. Start your own business o r work for 
others. Step-by-step you wi ll learn how to conduct any 
investigation. how and where to lind that firs t job. and 
much more. Credent ials and employment assis tance. 

The BEST !rain ing availab le at the BEST • 
price.. Prove it lo yourse lf by inves tiga ting · 
before you invest. Send NOW for full lacls. • 

-- --~ ~ · l ,:!J,f,m,f,,,,,,,1,,/111,dl <11,1.11, ·, 

r . llJ ----------------, I ht 1973 GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION I 
I Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 
J Rush FREE tacts Show me how I can learn at home to be a Priva te I 
I Investiga tor . No obtiga l ion . No salesman will caU . I 
I NAME AGE-- I I ADDRESS I l CITY STATE ZIP ~ 

-- !itt!.'J!lt¥@!!!'.i¥ ___ _ 

{."~ '~ t~ '~ 
TIMBERSHEPHERCY® 
fts featured in SWAT MAGAZINE, Nov. '83, 

Survival Guide Magazine, Aug '84, 
American Survival Guide Magazine, Feb, '87, 

Cover feature story ATLANTA WEEKLY 
Atlanta Journal-Constitution Sunday 

Magazln11, Jan 31, 1988 

"'.. Home & Family Protection 'f' All Trainers Dept. of Defense Certified. 
-Pups & Professional Training Available­
Lifetime Replacement Guarantee for 
Genetic or Temperament Disorders. 

-Excellent With Children -
Shipping Available Worldwide 

"Developed and Bred Solely by" . .. 

LRRP K-9 SERVICES, INC. 
Box 1620 M-30, Alken, South Carolina 29802 

Phone 24 hours: 800-648-3351 or 803-649-5936 
- SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE -· 

The famous C.l.A. 
"Get out of jail free" card 

An exact reprint of the C.l.A. Covert Opera­
tions l.D. card carried by members of the SOG 
(Studies and Observations Group) in S.E. Asia 
during the Viet Nam Era. 
" ... Do not detain or question him! He is autho­
rized to wear civilian clothing, carry unusual 
personal weapons, pass into restricted areas, 
requisition equipment of all type.s .. .. " 
"If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc .. . printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 
RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 

Devil's Brigade 
Box 1625, Dept. 0389 
El Dorado, AR 71730 

112 page catalog 
$2.00 

(Free with order) 

JIMMY LILE 
"The 
Arkansas 

but / 
unequaled" .L..: ·-""' ·"'· 

Rt 6 Box 27 Russellville, AR 72801 1501) 008-2011 

1············ Soldier Of Fortune 1 
I Subscriber Service I 
I P.O. Box 348 I 
I Mt. Morris , IL 61054 I 
I D Change of Address: Please 

I allow six Weeks . Attach labe l I 
with your old address and write 

I D your new address be low . 

1
1 

I New Subscriber: Fill in your 
name and address below. lJse I 

I separate sheet for gift orders. 

I D Renewal: Attach label. I 
D One year $26.00 I 

•··············· · .... ........... . 
I "· .: I .... 
I I 
I PLACE LABEL HERE I 
I I 
I . I .... ..... ... .... ········ ····· ·· ·• 
I I I MR/MS 

I Street Apt. No. 

•~~~~~~~-
• City/Slate/Zip 

I 
I 

Area Code Telephone Numbe r 

n Payment Enclosed 
for o ther su bscripti o n questions or prob· 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I I lems o r for rules o utside the U.S. an d 

I 
Ca n ada . pl ease write a no te a nd se nd I 
en tire form to the address above. ···········-· 

ELITE · ·f, FIGHTING '.(J ;; , •. } 

FORCES ' .. - . 
THE BATI'LE OF KHE SANH and 
MEN WITH GREEN FACES 

Two films on one videocassette! 
The Battle of Khe Sanh provides 

an exciting account of the epic 77-day 
struggle for Khe Sanh-one of the fierc­
est battles of the Vietnam War-this 
siege, which was part of the most pow­
erfully coordinated enemy offensive of 
the war, was broken by nearly unprece­
dented display of airpower. This film 
depicts the courage displayed by the 
main defenders of the area-the 26th 
Marine Regiment-who tenaciously held 
off the enemy during the siege. 
PLUS: Men with Green Faces: Action­
packed film on the U.S. Navy's elite fight­
ing force-the SEALS-see how they 
prepare for and conduct unconventional 
w arfare operations; parachute-jump train­
ing, jungle patrols, demolitions and hit­
and-run attacks. 59 minutes, Color. 
No. V 18 S19.95 

To Order: Please send check or money 
order for S 19. 95 plus S3.00 for shipping 
to: J. Flores Publlcatlons, PO Box 
163001-8, Miami, FL 33116-3001. 

Visa or MasterCard Orders Call 
TOLL FREE 1-800-635-2047 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 
FREE CATALOG 

WITH OUR NEW FULL COLOR 
MILITARY & EQUIPMENT 
CATALOG YOU'LL BE SET! 
Catalog Features: Military, Tactical & 

Survival Equipment, Rappelling Gear, Boots, 
Knives, Firearm Accessories, Jackets 

For Color Catalog Send $3.00 To : 

THE QUARTERMASTER 
Dept. SF. 750 Long Beach Blvd. 

Long Beach, CA 90813 
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N.Y.P.D. L.A.P.D. 

T-SHIRT - 100% Heavyweight cotton. 
S-M-L-XL $10.00 

POLO SHIRT 
S-M-L-XL 

Highest quality polo. 
$18.00 

SWEAT SHIRT 
S-M-L-XL 

Top quality sweat. 
$18.00 

HATS - Highest quality cloth/mesh. 
Available in BLACK or NAVY $9.00 

Shirts available in: WHITE, BLACK, 
GRAY, or NAVY. Please specify. 

TOP-STEP 
DEPT. SF 

P.O. Box 3692 
Simi Valley. CA 93063 

Shipping & Handling - $2.00 per item 
Canadian & overseas orders add $5.00 

CA residents add - 60/o sales tax 
Satisfaction guaranteed or money back. 

THE HOUND DOG 
Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughlout the world loday. corporalmns. prolessronal 
men. and businessmen are spending milhons annually 10 in­

sure privacy in their olhces and homes where 1mponan1 plans 
and pohcy making dec1smns are discussed and formulaled 
The .. HOUND DOG'' 1s a wise inves1ment for anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden. 
or may be hidden in the luture. m either home or ofl1ce. No 
radio transmitter. no matter how well it may have been hid­
den. can escape detection by the " HOUND DOG .. 

The .. HOUND DOG .. rs an advanced electrornc instrument 
designed for the sole purpose of locaimg hrdden 1ransm1tters 
An average size oflice or room can be thoroughly searched m 
only a maner ol minutes The .. HOUND DOG .. snif!s out any 
transm11ters hidden m pictures. walls. desks . chairs . etc . 
regardless ol 1he1r operaung freQuency. 

The ··HOUND DOG .. is simple 10· use. Single knob ad1ust· 
ment calibrates lhe meter and any transm1t1er signal received 
1s md1ca1ed by !he meter movemenl By simply sweeping the 
probe past wans. chairs . p1c1ures. desks. etc . the presence 
of any transmitter will cause a nse rn lhe meter reading The 
meter reading will continue to nse as the probe approaches 
!he transmmer 

We beheve you wilt hnd lhe ""HOUND DOG" " outperforms 
most other units selhng !or several limes !he prrce. This item 
has been built since 1962. Each one is backed by a 3·year 
warranty by us. 

Meter Calibrate 

~EN 

SIZE . 1.6x2.4x8.21NCHES $195,00 
USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many li"nes more power1ul than olher transmlters. 
Transmits up to V. mile lo any FM radkl ·E.asy 10 
Assemb~ Kit • up to 9V banef)' {not Ind.) 

' $19.95 
Call 407·725-1000 or send $195.00 plus $5.00 shipping for Hound 
Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for FM Transmitter to USI 
Coip. P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902. COD's OK. For a 
catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers & other speciality items 
enclose $2.00 to US! Coip. 
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WEAR THE BEST! 
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>-
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~ 

' l 
T·SH IRT - This high quality. blue ringed shirt 
carries the official tour color 3 .. crest of Air 
America. S·M·L·XL. $9.95 
POLO SHIRT - This high quality while polo car­
ries the official tour color 3" crest of Air America 
S·M·L·XL. $17.95 
SWEAT SHIRT - Highesl quality l!'hite sweat 
shirt with the tour color Air America 3" crest 
imprinted on it. S·M·L·XL. $18.95 
HATS - High quality cloth/ mesh available in 
black. navy/white. navy and camo. $8.95 
SPECIAL- Save $6.00! All tour items $49.00 

National ID Center 
1600 Fairfield, Suite 233 - A 

Shreveport, LA 71101 
1-318-222-2970 

VISA OR MASTERCARD ACCEPTED 
Shipping & Handling on all orders - $3.00 

Shipped Via U.P.S. 

WILL YOUR BANK 
GIVE YOU ONE OF THESE? 

OURS WILL, GUARANTEED. 
Call Toll Free for FREE Application 

1-800-635-4382 
or write to: 

SEABOARD FINANCIAL 
SERVICES 

2100 Mediterranean Ave.• Suite 43 
Virginia Beach, VA 23451 

THE WORLD'S LARGEST 
GUN PARTS SUPPLIERS 
PRESENTS ITS NEW #13A CATALOG 
Featuring an inventory of over 250 million gun parts 
in house. A 430+ page catalog with exploded drawings 
that are invaluable to the gunsmith or hobbyist. Com­
mercial, military, antique and foreign gun parts 
(many exclusively available from us) are listed and 
priced along with accessories, surplus & specialty 
items. A veritable encyclopedia of gun parts, this 
catalog will pay for itself time and time again with 
information and time saved in identifying parts. 

SURFACE FOREIGN -$8.95 U.S. $5 95 
AIRMAIL WRITE FOR QUOTE send 
GUN PARTS CORP. BOX SOF·3. W. HURLEY. NV 12491 

914·679-2417 TELEX 145331 FAX9146795849 

I 

I 
THE ADVENTURE 
CONTINUES ... 

ZEE± 

136 pages of high quality and functional 
gear; genuine mi.litary clothing and equ ip­
ment for outdoors, surviva l and the 
streets. Send $3.00 for copy of our fu ll 
color cata log. 
Name: _______________ _ 

Address:---------------
City: _ _____________ _ 

State: _______ Zip : ___ _:_ __ _ 

M ail This Ad To: 

WORLD'S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EOUIPMENT 

Dept. SF03 

~855 Centennial Av~Radcliff, KY 40160-9000 _J 

PAINT BALL! 
r~e Action Sport 

of the BO's .. 
" 

\i_ I 

Over 35 
differern guns 

"World's Largest Selection" 
EVERYTHING for Paintba// Gamest 
Play the game or start your own. 

@J b · .... Im itJ 
{f' PM~ ' 007CUSTOM' 

' f T ,, .... SMG-60 

Pistols • Machine Guns • Rifles • Shot Guns 
Grenade Launchers• Como Clothes 

Safety Equipment• Ammo • Accessories 
Rapid Fire Adult Air Guns 

p..\.';,O Quality Knives & Swords 
Air-Soft Guns "Largest Selection" 

CCJMMAND PosT,INc. 
P.O. Box 1500, Dept., S F 

~-... " Crestview, FL 32536 .lk. 
(904) 682-2492 -~-

Send $3.00 for 60 i:;>age full line catalog 
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~'Jl~OUTFITIERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 
~~' SOF EXCHANGE• P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 •Phone 1-800-323-1776 opr. 131. 

T-SHIRTS!• T-SHIRTS!• T-SHIRTS!• T-SHIRTS! 

#•'\llGEB~ 

' 

"··] 
38-40 SURAWONG .ROAD 

2347021 

BANGKOK 
#1025 
Lucy's Tiger Den 
White 02.95 

#1033 NEW! 
POW/MIA 
$9.95 

#1018 
Seal Team 
Sliver $9.95 

#1011 
Grenada 
Sliver $9.95 

GRENADA 

#1005 

#1024 
Anytime Khadafft 
U. Blue U0.95 

Front 

SOG 
Black 
$9.95 

Back 

Back 

#1015 Front 

Wortd Tour 
Navy, Long Sleeve 
$14.95- or -
Black Short Sleeve 
#1003 $10.95 

#1006 

#1002 - Peace 
White $9.95 

Front 

Back 

#1021 
Delta + 
U. Blue $9.95 Front 

LEBANON 
Help A Syrian Meet Allah 

iffe 
"Hey, we just 
stepped in some 
Shiite! " 

#1008 Back 

Visit Lebanon 
Tan $9.95 

AEROFLOT #1031 

-~~~-· 
Aeroflot 
Sliver with 
design In Red 

OFFICIAL AIRLINES OF $10.95 
THE AFGHANISTAN 

ll!IVASIOI![ WITHDRAWAL 

8ifii~ 

~ #1009 
SOFHK 
Black $9.95 

Special Forces 
Black $9.95 

Marines 
.-----------,Gold $9.95 

PARTICIPANT 
#1027 
Rhodesian Anny 
White $9.95 

SPECIAL FORCES 

/~ 

• SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE LIVING BY CHANCE 

LOVING BY CHOICE 

#1001 
KILLING BY PROFESSION 

SOFLogo Front 
anca.u.Fo•cu 

Black $9.95 

>fl} #1032 NEW! 
FON 
$9.95 

Back 

QTY. STYLE NO. SIZE AMOUNT 

T·Shlrts available In S, M, L, XL. 
SUB TOTAL 

XXL.available for $1.00 addition-
al. Pluse Include $1.75 for the Postage & Handling 

first Item ordered - Include 75¢ 3.6% Sales Tax 
for each addlt lonal Item for post· (CO rea.) 
age and handling. Overseas 
orders add 30%. Please allow 4-6 TOTAL 
weeks for delivery. 

.---~-------. 

MARINES 
IET ME Wiii Y1UI 

llUlllS llHI MlllllS, 
lllRlJlllllYIUI 

DAMM llJTS JJOWJI 

Back 

Front #1007 
S.E.Asla 
Black $9.95 

SOF EXCHANGE 

RHODESIAN 
ARMY 

Mall to: SOF EXCHANGE, ST 3/89, P.O. Box 687, Boulder CO 80306 

PAYMENT: 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 CHECK ENCLOSED 

Card#---------------------
Exp. ____________________ _ 

NAM"'--------------------~ 

ADDRESS'-------------~------
CITY ____________ ST A TE___ Zl P ___ _ 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA - call us toll-free -
1-800-323-1776, operator 131 . For customer service calls, dial (303) 
449-3750. 



CLASSIFIED 
- '11:· • 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - $2.00 per word per inser­
tion - $40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID and 
received by the 1st, four months prior to Issue cover date. 
Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (for our Illes) and full pay­
ment. Advertisers offering information packets for a fee 
must send a sample of packet (packets will not be re­
turned). Name, address and telephone number are to be 
Included In your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 2 
words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as DI, SGT, 
20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphenated 
words and telephone numbers are counted as two words. 
No personal services ads accepted. We reserve the right 
to refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine 
to be objectionable. Mail classified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

READE'l'lS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI­
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB­
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE- SHOULD SEEK ASSIST­
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE­
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SEJRVICE ADVER­
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 

NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna­
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con­
sult the local law enforcement au­
thorities in their area. 

APPAREL 
CAPS, WITH MILITARY insignias of elite fighting forces. Send 
SASE for illustrated folders. A&D Products. Box 286·S039. 
Belair, MD 21014. (140) 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE Current Issue 
in .. LIZARD .. Pattern Camouflage, $69 Suit; Matching Camo 
Caps $17. A.H.A. , Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221 . (137) 

VIETNAM 
VETERANS 

RINGS 

cWMF/F. Hart 
Royalties go to Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund 

Cast in stainless steel. Expertly modeled 
Vietnam Veterans' statue and the RVN medal 
are displayed in bold relief on ring sides. Bezel 
reads VIETNAM VETERAN. 
Red or Blue European spine/ stones . . . . . . . .. $69.95 
Marine Corp emblem mounted on red stone ........ . . $79.95 
Green spins/ and birthstones avsl/sble ......••. • $79.95 

Size accuracy is very important due to the hardness of 
the metal. Allow 6·8 weeks delivery times. Add $2.00 
for shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 

EAGLE LTD· 1051 Opal Dr. 
Prescott, AZ. 86303 • (602) n8-5656 
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CONTRA AIR CAP- Full foam baseball style cap, camo with 
green front, black FON logo wilh wings and star $11 .00 post 
paid. BOMB TECH CAP - $10.00 post paid. CLUB FED -
Quantico, VA- T-shirt, S·~·L·XL, $12 post paid. Texas resi­
dents add 7%. Visa, MasterCard , Check, MO. Send SASE for 
complete product list. Fayle Street Embassy, PO Box 881, 
Baytown, TX 77522·0881 . (137) 

COMBAT FLYER SCARVES white, pure silk, 70 .. L x 9"'W. 
$24.95 ppd. Check or money order only. Mulberry Lane, Box 
196, Newport, VT 05855. (137) 

VIETNAM " SPECIAL OPERATIONS" TIGERSTRIPE, as 
worn in .. The Green Berets .. & .. Tour of Duty .. $70.00 Suit, 
Shortbrimmed Boonie Hats $16.00. A.HA, Box 21606, De­
nver, CO 80221. (137) 

DIAMONDBACK BEER T-SHIRTS 50-50 shirts with diamond 
back rattlesnake, a great homebrew. Send size and $6 to Dick 
Robbins, 164 Haverhill St., North Reading, MA 01864. (137) 

FAMOUS GERMAN JACK BOOTS $59 ppd. Sz 6-12 Limited 
Supply, Used # 1 condition. Catalog 1000's items $1.00. 
AMMO DUMP, 2607 Hennepin # 405, Minneapolis, MN 55408. 
(140) 

PORTUGESE CAMOUFLAGE FIELD JACKETS, Light­
weight Jacket in " LIZARD" Pattern Camo NEW $48.00. 
A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (137) 

JR CAMO BOU JACKETS $15; 2 for $26. Pants $12; 2 for 
$22. all ppd, Sz 8-18, used, washed. Huge catalog $1. AMMO 
DUMP, 2607 Hennepin # 410, Minneapolis, MN 55408. (140) 

FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS Unissued, best 
prices, vast inventory. Brazil ian, Omani, Indian, German, 
Pakistan i, Iraqi, Egyptian, many others. Send for las test listing. 
812-876-2171. Western Survival, PO Box 48, Spencer, IN 
47460. (140) 

BOOKS • MAGAZINES 
MOST UNIQUE, INFORMATIVE, REALISTIC KNIFE FIGHT­
ING book ever published! Put 'Em Down - Take 'Em Out -
Knife Fighting Techniques from Folsom Prison, by Don Pente­
cost, Paladin Press. $12.95 plus $2.00 postage/handling. 
Make check payable: Don Pentecost, (PO Box 172, Lake 
Elsinore, CA 92331). Free information, additional products: 
Amis-Kali , Philippine training, Tired of the same old S.S.? The 
latest counter-violence of America's toughest maximum secur­
ity prison. Learn from the only individual who has "been there .. 
and willing to instruct. (139) 

LEARN PRISON KNIFE FIGHTING Most unique, informative, 
realistic knife fighting book ever published! Put 'Em Down -
Take 'Em Out! Knife Fighting From Folsom Prison, by Don 
Pentecost, Paladin Press. $12.95 plus $2.00 postage/hand­
ling. Make check payable: Don Pentecost, (PO Box 172, Lake 
Elsinore, CA 92331) . Free information/additional programs: 
Phillipine-Thail and overseas self-defense training. World ulti­
mate program experience. Amis-Kali, private prison knife fight­
ing instruction, Philippine aflerhours entertainment, investor 
opportunities. Author (Don Pentecost) world's foremost knife/ 
prison weapon instructor will exchange experience/private in­
struction for two-year expenses paid stay in Philippines. (138) 

REGIMENml INSIGNIA & WEAPONRY 

@) 
• SAS • RAF • BLACK WATCH 
• PARA • AM • CAMEAONS 
• ASDG • AN • GUARDS etc. 

Import Catalog $1.00 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 

Department-'> 
P.O. Box 50473 • Nashvllle, TN 37205 

W.W. II COLLECTORS o\ EH 40.000 rn:us 
Hats·Badges·Medals of al l Nalions. 
U.S. Officer's Cap (new from 
origina l U.S. maker), tan wi th 
brown leather visor, chin strap 
and U.S. Eagle pin. State sfze S, 
M, or Lg ...... $58.00 

~1?y~~isrra~~~~a~~ 2~.~90 

(Free with order) 

W.W.#2 Ltd., Box 2063-T, St. Louis, MO 63158 

F!\EEOOM COUNT!\\' 

20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, starting at $9850. 
Trout fishing, backpacking , camping . Elk, deer, moose, 
bear. ADJACENT to National Forest, near establ ished towns. 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN­
TEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

-FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE­
CALL TOLL FREE 1-8Q0-5q2-5990 

TREASURE STATE RANCHES 
210 Mi lwaukee Street, Dept. S 

Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-tOOO 

" MOST DANGEROUS BOOK EVER PUBLISHED" NBC, 
can you duplicate CIA tricks; save on surveillance gear; listen 
thru walls; see in the dark; get unlisted phone numbers, crediV 
personal records; chemically read through envelopes; etc? 
HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY, 264 pages, 
81klc11 , $33. postpaid , CEP INCORPORATED, PO Box 865-
8QK, Boulder, CO 80306, (303) 443-2294. (137) 

" 101 WAYS TO EASE OUT OF THE RAT RACE" .. . start 
planning NOWI Over 200 pages tell how to change identity, 
drop your cost of living to zero, make your earnings tax free, 
where to move for privacy and much more! $14.95 to: Cheribe 
Publ ishing Co, Box 100, Wolverton, MN 56594. (139) 

MILLIONAIRE'S LIFESTYLE on $500/monthl Adventure! 
Travel! Cheap living! English-speaking tropical country offers 
all! End poverty! Booklet $5. Somera, 8910-SF, Twin Falls, 
San Diego, CA 92129. (1 37) 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS Protect property. Win custody. 
Sharpest tactics revealed. 228-page book, $16.95. Visa/MC 
accepted. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Valley, 
CA 92728. (140) 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN WAR BOOKS unobtainable 
USA. Write: SASS, PO Box 1645, Alberton 1450, South Africa. 
Catalog $1. (140) 

.625 MAGNUM~ 

•Our .625 Cal. Blowguns are up to 20% Faster and More Powerful than 
the smaller .38 to .40 Cal. Blowguns. 
•Our Blowgun out-performs co2 pellet guns. 
• Each Blowgun comes with 1 dart cllp, 24 all purpose darts, 6 
broadhead darts, 6 stun darts, and rubber tip .. . . 2 Ft. Model 525.50, 3 
Ft. Model $27.50, 4 Ft. Model $29.50, 4 Fl Toke Down Model $31.50. 

Accept VISA - MasterCard -$2.50 shipping & handllng on all orders. 
To order our tree catalog call 602-855-8095 

J.R. STUPERO • PO Box 209-5 o Lake Havasu, AZ. 86403 .. -.... 
* * ADVISORY PERSONNEL NEEDED 
Pilots, performance drivers, motorcyclists, scuba, parachutists, gym­
nasts , martial arts, military/law enforcement specialists , special 
effects. National registry needs talent for film/TV projec1s nationwide 
membership certificate and ID carc:I. Send $26.25 applicalion fee 
(refunded if not accepted) Sluntmasters Association , 1130 6th Ave., 
Ste. 111 , SO, CA 92101 . Free directory sent when published. 

11;;er-~LA~M;INATION INCLUDED 
·ROOM FOR PHOTO, DATA, 

AND DATES OF SERVICE! 
'MULTI -COLOR/ OFFICIAL TYPE! 
·FINISH IN PRIVACY AT HOMEI 
• FREE CATALOG WITH ORDER! 

,~---~====v " LARGEST SELECTION IN USI 

~=rft~~g~g~i1r?ta~~d~t~'::si~~.~r~~~!n~r~~~~~~~St~~~ in~~~il 
24h~hi~~O~~K~~E~ __ 

0 RA- 1 ARMY RANGER 0 82-1 82nd AIRBORNE 
0 Sf-1 SPECIAL FORCES 0 101-1 101sl AIRBORNE 
0 SL- 1 SEAL TEAM 0 RC-1 MARINE RECON 
0 Df-1 DELTA FORCE 0 PP-1 PHOENIX PGM. 

National l.D. Center $4.95 ea. 
1600 Frnrfreld Ave . Suite 233-SU 3 FOR $11.95 

Shreveoprt LA 71101 ALL 8 FOR $23.95 
1-318-222-2970 (24hours) VISA/ MC/ UPS-COD 

BUTTERFLY KNIVES 
The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines - used by their 
fighting forces . Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 
The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever iocks the 
handle securely 
in the open or 
closed position . 

Model K98-P 
saso Ea. 

and ' 1 •0 UPS charges 
WESTBURY SALES CO. 

DEPT P-3-SF 
156 Post Avenue 

Westbury, NY 11590 
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NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna­
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should , con­
sult the local law enforcement au­
thorities in their area. 

IS YOUR LIFE WORTH 3 BUCKS? Our new catalog of milit­
ary, outdoor & survival gear is! Dog Tags $5.50/set. Ground 
Zero, PO Box 228A, Croton, OH 43013. (140) 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror­
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15/year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (141) 

INTRIQUE PUBLICATIONS 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • PRIVACY 

LEGAL SELF HELP • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS 
NEW IDENTITY e NEW WAYS OF FIGHTING BACK 

THESE AND MANY MORE CONTROVERSIAL 
SUBJECTS AVAILABLE 

HUGE 64-Pg DISCOUNT CATALOG - $1 .00 (ref.) 

INTRIQUE • 1008X Tenth St. Sacramento, CA 95814 

illll.ITJ\llY ~ \'ElllCtES 

ADS ·AltTICJ,ES • ~'EWS 
One year 

6 issues - - - $12 
Two years 

12 issues - - $2~ 

Subscribe now. 
P.O. Box 1748L 

Union, N.J. 07083 

THE iUAitllE'l'Pf,ACE 
Hm illIUTAltY \TEHH;uis 

The Black Falcon---

'.ci~~Wcih~g~~~~oo · 
Flight Jacket - Fully 

Lined w/lnside Map 
Pocket, Zip Comp. On 

Sleeve, Double-Entry 
Front Pockets, Heavily­

Padded Elbows 

CREDIT CARO PHONE ORDERS 
CALL 15121 697 8900 
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UNARMED COMBAT Survive the Streets! New, Ultra­
powerful self-delense system. Hardcore book reveals secrets, 
$13. Libra Enterprises, PO Box 31719, Dept. SOF, San Fran­
cisco, CA 94131-0719. (137) 

INVESTIGATIVE NEWS! America's number one, all new, in­
formation newsletter. Each issue is jam packed with informa­
tion and articles on skip tracing, bounty hunting, surveillance, 
street survival, interrogation techniques, undercover, execu­
tive protection , terrorism, criminal investigations and civil litiga­
tion. Also included are book and product reviews, confidential 
reports and hard to find information. One year subscription only 
$39.95. Satisfaction guaranteed. INVESTIGATIVE NEWS, 
407-SF W Santa Clara, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (137) 

YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! Secretly obtain unlisted phone 
numbers, confidential postal and DMV records, birth/death, 
credit and confidential court records. Author reveals every 
source, method and trick known . Locate old friends, lost lover, 
debtors and enemies. For profit, fun or adventure, satisfaction 
guaranteed. For your copy of YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! send 
$14.95 plus $1.50 postage. TARGET BOOKS, 407-BW. Santa 
Clara, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (137) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY Many ·unusual informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures : 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 
11354. (141) 

THE BEST OF JEFF COOPER I To Ride, Shoot Straight, and 
Speak the Truth is a hardcover collection of essays on 
firearms, shooting techniques and more. Send $29.50 ppd to: 
Paladin Press, PO Box 1307-9DQK, Boulder, CO 80306. (303) 
443-7250. (139) 

NEW BOOK CATALOG! 50-page catalog describes over 300 
fascinating titles. The best books available on weaponry and 
dozens of other subjects! Send $1 to: PALADIN PRESS, PO 
Box 1307QT, Boulder, CO 80306. (140) 

CLANDESTINE ALARMS MANUAL $15. M.O. to Phoenix 
Manuals, Ste. 107, 3131 E. Thunderbird, Phoenix, AZ 85032. 
Allow 6 weeks. (137) 

SILENT BIRDMEN dramatic 496 page story of a 20-year-old 
Vietnam helicopter pilot. The 281 st AHC, Fifth Special Forces 
PROJECT DELTA. Hardcover signed on request. $24.95. 
Albert Rampone, Rampone Ridge Road, Knob Noster, MO 
65336. (138) 

SURVEILIANCE 
Investigative :md securi ty aids, optical equip­
ment. executive protection. communications 
and countermeasures. 

Send $2.00 10 1he Surveillance Specia lislS -
Sherwood Communications Assoc. Ltd. 

P.O. Box 5 ~1 S Soutl1amp1on, PA 18%6 
{215) 357-9065 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 

SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 
P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE - ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 

OVER 900 TITLES-ALL AT DISCOUNT PRICESI 
MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE 

PRIVACY • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTITY 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 

SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • CRIME • REVENGE • CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 

Sub - Iron Cross - Wound 
Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size , not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. #1 or #2 (state choice). We have most 
complete stock of W.W. #2 German bad es-caps-Ila s, 
etc. in U.S. I I 

Postpa1 ent ree wit any or er) . 
Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG - $5.00. 

W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 

ORIGINAL CIA Black Book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $12.95 ppd . GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 228A, Croton , OH 43010. (140) 

SURVIVAL FICTION (100 plus novels reviewed) $6. Stephens 
Press $1 lnfopacket, free with purchase. DON STEPHENS, 
Drawer 1441SFB, Spokane, WA 99210. (137) 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS big money and adventure with 
our proven professional techniques. Learn how in our critically 
acclaimed bestseller. Send $14.95 to Tower Hill Press, PO Box 
1132, Doylestown, PA 18901. (142) 

WORLD INTEL REPORT Hot spots! Weapons! Intel! Analysis! 
US$3 for sample. US$32.50 for 24 issues (one year guaran­
teed) Robert C. Smith, PO Box 1265, Merchantville, NJ08109-
0265. (141) 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
IMPORT-EXPORT, a home business, or a great side business 
for adventurers. Details. Birdco, Box 1249-SF, Chiefland, FL 
32626. (139) 

BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER Cheap, Simple, Portable, Free 
Details, Bumper, PO Box 22791 (ABM), Tampa, FL 33622. 
(140) 

$200/DAY POSSIBLE I Buying, selling scrap gold, silver, plati­
num in your area. Free information: Recycling, Box 11216SF, 
Reno, NV 89510-1216. (137) 

BEST FFL LICENSE KIT! Professional Gun Dealer Kit gives 
you everything you need! License forms, regulations, profes­
sional advice, hundreds of wholesalers, and phones! 
Moneyback guarantee! $4.95. SHOOTERS GUNSHOP, PO 
Box 379-SF, Hopwood, PA 15445. (137) 

BE A GUN DEALER! Buy firearms wholesale! Kit includes 
license application, instructions, advice. Sell from home/apart­
ment. $5. Sandhill Arms, Dept. SF1, Box 336, Roswell , NM 
88202. (139) 

COLLECTORS 
RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES medals, 
books and militaria. Send $1 for list. Kap/ans, Box 890638, 
Lyndhurst, 2106 Johannesburg, South Africa. (140) 

VIETNAM VETS & COLLECTORS Combat tapes, books, 
souvenirs, posters, militaria and more. Send two 25e slamps 
for catalog . Bien Hoa Productions, (DSOF) , Box 56, Fayettevil­
le, AK 72702. (140) 

BRITISH MILITARIA Authentic collectibles for the serious col­
lector, from the 1800's through WWII , send $5 for catalog, $12 
overseas. British Collectibles Ltd., Dept. A, 2113 Wilshire 
Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (140) 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN­
TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests. Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of 
Elite British/Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO 
Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (137) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination/conspiracy re­
search materials: Videocassettes, audiotapes, photographs, 
literature. Catalogue $3. Collector's Archives, Box 2, Beacons­
field, Quebec. H9W 5T6. (137) 

WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, helmets, 
everything! Illustrated catalog $10. (refundable) Disco, Box 
331-X, Cedarburg, WI 53012. (143) 

BRITISH WWII STEEL HELMET wl liner and chin straps, VG. 
$14.95 pp. Send $1. for current listings : Globe Militaria, Inc., 
RFD 1 Box 269, Keene, NH 03431. (138) 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, DI pins, 
T-shirts, New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. Sat­
gong Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (138) 

STOWSAFE 
SPRING-LOADED 

FOLDING GRAPPLE HOOK 

l, 
•RUGGED 
• E.Z. ACTION 
• USEFUL 
• RELIABLE 

~ 
EMERGENCY 

•RECOVERY 
• SALVAGE 
•SURVIVAL 

$98~ 
• HOLSTER AVAIL. 

Plus $5 Shipping 
and Hand I. 

VI SA and Mastercard Accep ted 
• Send fo r Free Brochure • 

STOW SAFE 
Post Offi ce Box 771 

Sandpo int , Idaho 83864 
208-263-8946 
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WWII GERMAN MILITARIA Insignia, flags, medals, uniforms, 
daggers, camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog, $2. 
Krupper, Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (138) 

WWII RELICS ! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd , Collector's 
Armory! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog $5 (refundable). Relics, Box 261-D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (139) 

EMPLOYMENT 
JOBS, CRUISESHIPS, TUGS, SHIPS, RIVERBOATS, OIL­
RIGS: Women-Men. Work month-home month. USA plus 
overseas. Information $3. Marine Employment, Box 242, Cen­
tral , IN 4711 0. (137) 

GOVERNMENT JOBS $15,400-$72,500 Now hiring. Excel­
lent Benefits. Call 1-312-742-1 142 Ext. J331A. (137) 

FIREARMS• ACCESSORIES 
NEW GUN LAW JUST PASSED ATLANTIC ARMS can now 
sell most any resident of the USA any rifle or shotgun without 
first having any special permit or license. Check local ordi­
nance concerning possession. No mail order. AK47 3 mags, 
bayonet $325. British Mark Ill $95. Commando Arms .45 Car­
bine $275. SKS w/30 rd. clip $275. H&K M91 cal. .308, 20/ 
rdclip $875 Law 12 auto shotgun $485. Spas 12 auto/pump, 12 
ga. $485. Write or call (718) 447-5153 , or (718) 351-7677, 203 
Port Richmond Ave., Second Floor, Staten Island, NY 10302. 
(137) 

FOR SALE 
JANE FONDA SUCKS bumper stickers 4x15". Color. Show 
your contempt for America's traitors. $3. 75. AMG Partners, 
Box 276222, San Antonio, TX 78227. (139) 

MILITARY PRC-6 RADIOS, walkie-talkies, 51 .0 MHZ crystal , 
handset, antenna, manual. New, sealed boxes $59, add $4 
shipping. ARS Electronics, RD-2 Box 265, Waterville, NY 
13480. (138) 

GERMAN M43 WWII HELMETS cpl w/liner & strap $69 plus $5 
pp. Genuine steel like new - very limited supply. VISA/MC 
612-377-6714 . Complete ca talog $1. (or 4-25e stamps) 
Adolf's, 2607 Hennepin, #310, Minneapolis, MN 55408. (141) 

S.E.A.L. CAMOUFLAGE BERETS , Current Issue with Metal 
Crest $25, 1960's Tigerstripe Beret & Crest $25, Marine Type 
Tigerstripe Cap with Crest $25. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, 
co 80221 . (137) 

BOOBY TRAP ALARMS smoke grenades, llares (aerial­
ground), fuse, bird bombs, simulators, pyrotechnics. Catalog 
$2. Aztec, Dept. S-1, Box 1888, Norcross, GA 30091. (140) 

MILITARY ELECTRONICS: CPR C-26 Infantry Manpack 
Hadio, compact, 50-54 MHz FM, Receiver-Transmitter sec­
tions, case, antenna, crystal: $17.50 a piece complete, $32.50/ 
pair. Patrol Seismic Intrusion Device (PSID) TRC-3: $42.50 a 
piece, $147.50/set of four. R-108 Vehicular/Field Receiver, 
20-28 MHz: $27.50 mint. Baytronics, PO Box 591, Sandusky, 
OH 44870. (139) 

CAMOUFLAGE PONCHOS Current Marine Issue, Ripstop 
Nylon NEW $25. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (137) 

GET THE ADVANTAGE! The following supplies will get you 
respect, protect you , and give ~ou the advantage! Authentic 
badges made from diecast steel: SPECIAL POLICE, SPECIAL 
OFFICER, SECURITY GUARD. Silver, $13. Gold , $15 . 
Optional l.D. badge case, $6. Handcuffs: Police issue style, 
double lock, nickel plated, $24. Handcuff carrying case, heavy 
gauge black leather with belt hook, $19. In today's world you 
need the advantage ! We have what it takes. All prices include 
shipping/handling . Send cash, check, or M.0 . to Ideal Dis­
count, 228 Main St., Brocklon, MA 02401. (138) 

The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 
S\\"''"\ " ... 
t-.c.'\) /oo 

011 % ~ 
Qt.I). Qlla' 

"'1QQ'~ . .. 

We Pay Pos tage'~'~. 
0 

* More " muzzl•" • • •rn than so:'/ .22 cal. cartridges. * Shoots 184 gr. lu d ball 150 ca l.) 200 ft. P•r s•c. * Om 300 yard rang•. * Kill instantly grous•. duck, squirrel. rabb i t, raccoon, 
cat, dog, f01, badg• r, u•n coyol• . 

* Shoal s 50 ca l. hol•s clur thru 1/ 4" plywood. * Up to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?). 
Slingshot with 4 extra power bands: S20!! 
Ext ra power bands: 13!! per sel. A~imo : SB !! per lb. 

,, ,-.o0'.. ,, 
c:.C,• • <t.~' ~o\.e ~!f c...• 
~" •••• .,. •••• ~~';> 

c,'f. ,,,, ~<f'<Pto' <\'-
41 f'>\. V'-' o"e.f \C, · V 

.... ~..,... • .... \,<'~-··· .... ~"'~ 
'- f) • c,e\. c,t>\.·.~\<:JJ ' .• 

b~•• Will Send C.0.D. 702-361-8341 
Ron Slndair 279 E. Wwm Springs Rd. #6, Lis Vegas, NV 89123 
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DOG TAGS Set of 2 tags, long and short chain. 5 iitteen space 
lines. $4/set. No extra charge for print ing or shipping. Hill, 2908 
Elm Hill, Nashville, TN 37214. (140) 

U.N. OBSERVER/PEACEKEEPER BERETS Sky Blue Beret 
with U.N. Enamel led Metal Crests $28. A.HA, Box 21 606, 
Denver, CO 80221 . (137) 

DOG TAGS! GENUINE MILITARY JD! Double set w/chain and 
silencers. SPECIAL! $5.iset. 5 lines, 15 characters each line. 
Send payment with your tag information to: ALLIED SUR­
PLUS, Dept. SFDT, 5618 Jefferson, New Orleans, LA 70123. 
Army Surplus Catalog also available, only $1 . (1 40) 

.SO CAL MACHINE GUN Complete Inert Shells. (Slight Sur­
face Tarn ish). 194 3/4 Marked Issue. Packed 10 rds. per box: 
25/$13.50 plus $4; 50/$23.50 plus $6; 100/$42.50 plus $9. 
Metal belt links 6e each . Free ammo/art illery listing! Joe 
Jelinek, 1201F Cottage Grove, Chicago Heights, IL 6041 1. 
312-758-2183. (140) 

MONTAGNARD BRACELETS Solid brass 'Yard bracelets 
again available. Limited quantities. Send $19.95 each to Mon­
tagnard, PO Box 123644, Fort Worth, TX 76116. Allow 4 weeks 
for delivery. (138) 

REMEMBER BASIC TRAINING? Former Green Beret, Pre­
ston Ransone, brings ii to life again on an audio cassette that 
wi ll have you laughing and groaning. Send $9.95 to PMR 
Productions, Box 805, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. (137) 

SURVEILLANCE-COUNTERMEASURES! Weapons, Secret 
Devices, More " Huge" Complete Catalog $5 (refundable). Pro­
tector, PO Box 520294, Salt Lake City, UT 84152. (137) 

FREE 
SAVE$$$ ON AMMUNITION & ACCESSORIES No licence 
required to purchase. For our FREE 36 page catalog mail us 
your name and address or call (24 hours) 404-446-2429. 
ATLANTA DISCOUNT AMMO, Dept. M, Box 627, Norcross, 
GA 30091 . (140) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. Send $1 
for postage. Melisa, PO Box 1755, Dept. SFB9-C, Honolulu, HI 
96806. (140) 

FREE CATALOG I Army Navy surplus, collectible WWII items, 
Nazi regalia, medals, fl ags, weapons, send five (5) 22e stamps 
postage. Ammo Dump, 2607 Hennepin # 433, Minneapolis. 
MN 55408. (140) 

LAW ROUND, INERT 
66MM N EW $65 

Shipping included 
continenul 
U.S. only. 
VISNMC 
C0Ds$3 

602-749-5730 

C&T ENTE RP RISES 
P.O. Box 18564 T ucson, AZ 85731 

THE X8000 STUN GUN: 

11
80,000 volts of power! This stun gun is the height of 
hi-tech know-how. Just touching an assailant for one 
second will cause a loss of muscle concrol and have 
him on the ground completely immobilized for up to 
20 minutes. The perfect self-defense device to have 
when you 're faced with danger. 
SH-5 . . . $79.95 plus $2.00 shipping & handling. 

CIA LEITER OPENER & CATALOO FREE WITH ORDER 
NORTHWEST SECURITY CONSULTANTS 

4521A Van Nuys Blvd., Suite I 17, Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 

AFRICA-K ORP. CAP & GOGGLES 
German 1942 Mfg ORIGINAL sand & dust 90Jlllles. 

sllll m !heir pocket pouch. 
:::._, Tan Ole. caps =New REPLICA. State S·M· or 

Lg S11e. Both - Only $39.00 
We pay postage. Our 250 page fully illustra ted 

catalog $5 00 {FREE wrth Older) 

St. Loula, MO 83158 

UJl](1lJUJLJJ[lJ0 G I SUPPLY 
R.D. # 10 BOX 1041 9, NEWTON, NEW JERSEY 07860 

c 0 M BAT FO< ~t..!2c':.togt 
AS SAU LT VEST 

Woodland Came s76oo 
5.56mm/7.62mm/9mm SMG 
6 1argeoockt:IS~ 1230 ro 

556 mm maQaJ~ 12 762mm 
or 12 9rrrn SMG 2 Ches! ac.ces· 
sor y oockel s 2 la19e 1ns1<1e 
oockets tlol!I 12 more ma9at1nes. 
knt le. P1Slol, e1c Attactingpornis 
on back tor A~c '! G~r OUICk 
1e!ease buckles One siie r11s ltl 

DllDUlllG lllSTllUtTIOU : Mmy 01(1r. Jfruu l 
ch ck1 er 'tin & 11111111 t11• 11a•1y m1,11•. ID 
coa·1. All •mk1dl1111IDD% 1nru tn t. 11 u i.11t1 
11 A111h, H1w1ll 11fhertl ll lct Uf S% l11 1kl,, l11. 

INSTRUCTION 
" PHONES BUGGED?" Find Out! Easy to follow steps written 
by expert . No expensive equipment. Residential only. Details 
$5. Box 3255, Boston, MA 02101. (139) 

GREEN BERETS JOURNAL Self Reliance How To-Monthly 
Journal for Great Living Today and Tomorrow by America's 
Best. Example $2. ASC, PO Box 5188, Athens, GA 30604. 
(140) 

KNIFE FIGHTING, MENTAL TRA INING Street combat­
complete certified home study. Books, videos, mini-manuals 
by Bth degree black belt and chief combat instructor for US 
Police Defensive Tactics Association. Dr. John LaTourrette, 
PhD. Detai ls $2 lo Applegate Enterprises, Dept.SF 890, Biddle 
Rd., Ste. 337, Medford, OR 97504. (137) 

LEARN HOW TO start and operate your own profitable busi­
ness at home. Free detai ls: Coney Enterprises, Room 302A, 
Dept. SOF, 1306 Merrimac Drive, Adelphi , Maryland 20783. 
(137) 

INVESTIGATORS LICENSES Fifty State Directory $14.95. 
Postpaid. lnfoki t on Commissioned Ranks, training, Custom 
Identification, Badges, $2. Includes Espionage Newsletter. 
Eagle, Box 6303, Corpus Christi, TX (SF) 78466. (141) 

/:;)COMBAT GLASSES 
/ ,..... ~~ • frls under gas & scuba mask 
...J:_,,J ....__,.,, • accepts prescripti on lenses -VISA 

Frame only: = $29i~ Frame with 
prescription lenses 

$59~ 

1-316-684-2362 
171 0 S. Hillside 

Wichita. KS 672 II 

U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 

SAUNDERS 
Box 3133-SF •Naples, FL 33939-3133 

II I *** JJ \ ~ J ~t.~"'
0 

MILITARY MEDALS 

Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges. Fine Display Cases. Min iature Medals , 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed ! 
c::J o FREE CATALOG ! o 

"W'ifff'E''rooA:vT-.::·M·E·iii\'Ls·: .. ·s·O'x 15219sF 
FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS. IN 46216-9998 

P.O. Box 2568 • Columbus. GA 31902 U.S A 

$12.95 
100% RIP 

STOP CODON 

EMBROIDERED 
NAME TAG 

Add $2.95 

Add $3.00 Shipping 

1-800-24 7-4541 
GA Call Collecr (404) 689·3455 

Catalog $2.00 
Refundable w11h order &• • '.;\\ii 
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NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna­
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con­
sult the local law enforcement au­
thorities in their area. 

KNIVES • BA YO NETS 
RANDALLS, Blackie Collins, Buck Custom. AIMar. Gerber. 
Buck. Pacific, Victorinox, Case. Puma. Kershaw. Western. 
Kabar, Explorer. Aitor. Benchmark, Lakota, Cold Steel. A.G. 
Russell. Browning, Frost. Parker. Taylor. Leatherman, Re­
mington, Spyderco. Wyoming, Eye Brand, DMT. Lansky, Cata­
log $2. Carolina Cutlery, PO Box 12819, Winston-Salem, NC 
271 17. (137) 

R~~~~~~~~2.~.~~,~~E efLJ 
except,it hasasecret bulftm10om momtor. 
llanyoneelsecalfs th1s telephone. 11r1ngs andwo1ksasusua!. and1hemom1or 
willnol!Umon 
Only YOU can call and listen 10 an room conversations by using a secret code. 
and never be detected! 

$175.00 - 6 month Warranty - Phone Tap Catalog $3.00 
USTEN ELECTRONICS, 603 Elgin, Muskogee, OK 74401 , 1-800·633-TAPS 

TURN YOUR IDEAS INTO C,A$H! 
How To Write A War Movie! ··· 
Professional screenwriting 
book takes you s tep-by-step 
from story to screenplay & how to market it! 
Send $14.95 by check or money order to: 
AVA T AR/sof, POBox3176,Cerritos, CA 90703-3176 

Record lelephone conversahons in your ollice or 
home Connects between any casselle or tape 
recorder and your telephone !ine. Stans auto­
ma1ically when phone is answered. Records bolh 
sides ol conversa11on Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. 

$19 .95 EACH °'' >>< '"'' 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerful man 1rher lransm~lers . 

Transmits up to 11• mile to any FM radlO -Easy to 
Assemble K~ · up to 9V banery (not incl.) 
For catalog ol Transm.n1ers. Voice Scramblers and 
other speciany items. enclose S2 00 lo USI Corp 

Call 407·725-1000 or send $19.95 + $1.00 
shipping per Item to: USI Corp., P.O. Box 

SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902 COO'a OK. 

A.ppNJ><d by Calif. Dept. of Public lnstrwt. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training , 

I 
DEPT. SF902, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 

Rush me your "Detective" Career Kit-No salesman will call. I 
1... Al•-'I 
1~- I 
1,~~!!-----------:J 
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KNIVES, SURVIVAL GEAR Wholesale. volume discounts, 
top quality. satisfaction guaranteed. Catalog $1. Rebitski & 
Co .• DSF. 2770 Sherry Lane, Green Bay. WI 54302. (140) 

MAILING SERVICES 
LETTERS REMAILED $.1 each. Confidential, dependable. 
Send mail. instructions. payment to: B. Thomas, PO Box 
022083, Brooklyn, NY 11202-0045.Low bulk/yearly rates. 
Questions? Send SASE. (1 37) 

MAIL FORWARDING State Income TAX FREE Florida. Low 
Cost. Reliable. Confidential. Free INFO: Call 800-321-9950 or 
write FAST FORWARD # SF. Box 917729, Longwood, FL 
32791. (142) 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as 
$7/month. Not a box number but your own address and ste. 
number. Also available-phone number. remailing, mail for­
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en­
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE. 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ. 85029. (137) 

CONFIDENTIAL MAIL FORWARDING Fast, easy, inexpen­
sive and very, very private. Write for details "SJ", PO Box 
66302, Los Angeles, CA 90066. (140) 

FORT BRAGG, NORTH CAROLINA ADDRESS Confidential 
remailing service. Owner retired VN vet. Details: Jolor-1, PO 
Box 70422, Fort Bragg. NC 28307. (137) 

PRIVATE/CONFIDENTIAL OVERSEAS MAIL DROP Profes­
sional remailing/forwarding. Economical rates. Private num­
bered address $24.95/year. KA TTEGAT. TSTPO 98108, Kow­
loon, HONGKONG. (142) 

PRIVATE MAIL SERVICE Letters Packages, whatever. re­
route, hold or rendezvous at your convenience. Wilson, PO 
Box 22, Amherst, OH 44001. (141) 

PRIVACY-CONFIDENTIAL mail forwarding/receiving single 
remails $1., since 1981 . street address, phone available. 
OMD, Box 608039-SOF (131) Orlando, FL 32860. (142) 

MAIL PRIVACY forwarding/remailing. For details write: 
POSTAL SHOPPE. 369 East 900 South. Salt Lake City, UT 
84111. (137) 

"HAVE A CANADIAN ADDRESS" Confidential. dependable. 
Write: Security Mail Services. PO Box 404, Winnipeg, Manito­
ba, R3M 3V3. Phone: (204) 788-4656. (138) 

r .... 'llJ~i::l!!i::: U.S.A.F. SURVIVAL MANUAL for downed pilots. 
Survive in hot, cold, desert, ocean, nuclear, or 

. hostile environments. Procure food, water, shelter. 
Ideal for hunters, backpackers, sportsman, etc 
121 waterproof, illustraled pages. This book 
could save a lifel $12.95 post paid to: MANTA 
ENTERPRISES 3015 N. Ocean Blvd.Room 16.J 
FT. Lauderdale, Fla. 33308 Allow 3-6 weeks. 

EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO 

I J:tvl on Video for the first time 1$39.951 
75 minutes of pageantry, precision formation marching and .military 
ceremonial splendor. 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
Deportment 6 

PO. Box 50473. • Nashville. TN 37205 

U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 
h1te top Gold insignia and visor braid 
eather chm strap Sta te size wanted 589.00 

nights C ross with l lS 17" neck ribbon 
a·nd oak leaf with swords $2 1.00 

We pay postage. Our 224 page fully 
illustrated catalog (free with order) $5.00 

••l'A~ :l:!•Jl•l•l•llth),,tM 

Id .. Box 2063 ·F, St . Loui•. MO 63158 

cA:J Are You Safe From 
C{P Harmful Radiation? 
VIGILANS I Breakthrough in 

radiation detection. 
RADIATION ALARM State-of-the-art alarm 

will alert you and your family lo possible effects of deadly 
radiation. Batlery powered (not incl.) or optional wall 
transformer. Maintenance free - belongs in eve!}' home! 

Send check or money order: $149.00 
INSTRUMENTS UNLIMITED 

2227 Artesia Blvd., Suite 200, Redondo Beach, CA 90278 
(CA residents add 6112% sales tax.) (213) 214-3130 

Include this ad for FREE Wall Transformer - $12 Value 
100% Satisfaction or Money Back! 

MAIL SECRETLY Receiving/Forwarding Remails 75-Meyer. 
Box 51-SF, Middle Port. NY 14103. (137) 

REMAILING: West Germany $2 includes postage. Confiden­
tial forwarding, receiving. holding. Brochure $1. TWG. Post­
fach 1151 , 6460 Gelnhausen. West Germany. (142) 

MISCELLANEOUS 
MILITARY HOTLINE Intelligence-Current Situation Summar­
ies-Special Operations-Plus More for Military Profession­
als-Example $2. ASC. PO Box 5188, Athens. GA 30604. 
(140) 

INTERNATIONAL CAMOUFLAGE & EQUIPMENT 1989 
Catalog of Camouflage Uniforms from the U.S. and over 25 
Countries. $1 . INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY. Box 
21606. Denver. CO 80221 . (137) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. BPEC SF1187, 
Box 444. Los Alamitos. CA 90702. (137) 

RUSSIAN GEAR Catalog of Original & Reproduction Uniforms 
& Insignia. Send $1 for photo & catalog. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver. CO 80221 . (137) 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly list. BPEC SF1287, Box 444. Los Alamitos. CA 90702. 
(137) 

WALL SAFES, FLOOR SAFES, CAR SAFES Unseen Doors. 
False Walls. Optional hydrolics, spring loaded, or conventional 
pivots. Hidden underground structures. Some completely self­
contained. Self-build plans, or will build to suit. All work con­
fidential. For information send $2 (refundable). CUSTOM EN­
GINEERING AND DESIGN. PO Box 93, St. Helens. OR 
97051 . (138) 

40-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG Cash income opportunities. 
Secret loans. Home businesses. Get new credit. jobs, de­
grees, foreign passports (26 countries). Send $1. EDEN 
PRESS. Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (140) 

MILITARY INSIGNIA CATALOG Over 6,000 different items 
and genuine military clothing and equipment. Send $2. Kauf­
man's West Army & Navy Goods, Dept. A-312, 1660 Eubank, 
Albuquerque. NM 871 12. (140) 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY Catalog of genuine issue 
camouflage uniforms, equipment, berets and insignia $1. 
B.M.S .. Box 21606. Denver. CO 80221. (137) 

FREE MILLION DOLLAR SOLDIER POEM 10 verses. $1 per 
copy postage/handling. McCoy Associates, 3078 Woodway 
Rd., Roanoke. VA 24014. (137) 

INTERNATIONAL GARAGE SALE Closeout & limited quanti­
ty sale list 50¢ AH.A.. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (137) 

FIREWORKS, PYROTECHNICS SUPPLIES B and C Class . 
Chemicals, Fuse, Casings. Addresses of 20 mailorder com­
panies plus useful comments on each. Only $3. Patriotics, PO 
Box 538, Dept. s. Durham. NH 03824. (137) 

LAW ENFORCEMENT IMPACT WEAPONS Training manu­
als, hinged handcuffs. Catalog $1 (refundable) Ronin Police 
Equipment. Box 94, Billerica. MA 01821 . (138) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Pots, 
Grenades) Largest, most extensive selection of new smoke 
products. Send $2 (refundable with order) for catalogue of 
these and much more! Signus. Box 33712-DK, Phoenix. AZ. 
85067. (1 40) 

OPTICS 
BINOCULARS, SPOTTING SCOPES, CLOTHING Free cata­
log! Finest brand names and lowest prices. Steiner. Swarovski. 
Zeiss. Nikon, Bushnell. Buck. Repair all brands binoculars. 
scopes. Optical Advantage. Box 32791 F1 . Baltimore, MD 
21208. (301) 653-3306. (137) 

The Original ADVENTURER'S™~ 

B ULLWHIP 
~ 

_,1 .... 
t::-~<J'.-,"" 

JU/I!~· l·l 
.,.J'J'.l'i"Y.1\ !J~ 

Thick, 
High-Grade 
Leather 

From· 

4 TO 6 WEEK DElJVERY 

CATTLE BARON" LEATHER· CO. 
• soua LEATHER CORE - The ORIGINAL As 

Used in EXPEDmONS Around the Worfd 
• All HANO-PlAITTD. THICK, Genuine 

TOP-GRAIN BELTING LEATHER wl 
peqnanent THICK TIP 

• Original " Auddy­
Brown" Color 

• LEATHER COVERED 
HANDLE & BALl W/ 
WRIST LOOP 

NO HASStES • PIJ DElAYS TARGET USE TM 

Add 5% Shipping & Ins. In U.S.A. PfllCES: ORIGI:~~~~ trr.~ ~~!:::~ 
- Foreign Add 25% - LEATHER BELT CARRIER $9.95 

MOH THES~ IULLWHIPS •A FORMIDABLE SURVIVAL TIXll. • 
~~~E~g~ T~~~E& ~g~v~~~!~ When Swurig Property,. KlNETlC ENERGY Makes 
- THEY ARE GENUINE. 1he_!!~~~~~BU=:·~ 
Ill nllR y 8Y • WHIP-HANDlMG lnstruclions Included. 
MASTER WHIPMAKERS The HIGHEST QUAUTY, TOOOHEST 8UU.WHIPS 
··eewm 01 Cheap lmitalionl Available_ Peffeclty 8AlANCED For ACCURACY. 

CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

. MC, Check P.O. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-3 
or M.0. To SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 78201 
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SECURITY PRODUCTS 
PROTECT YOURSELF FROM ELECTRONIC EAVESDROP­
PING! Scrambler phones, transmitter detectors, tape recorder 
detectors, executive security products, surveillance books and 
much more ! Catalog $3 (refundable) DIVERSIFIED 
WHOLESALE PRODUCTS, PO Box 1275, SF, Redondo 
Beach, CA 90278. (139) 

SURPLUS 
MILITARY SURPLUS CATALOG! Over 120 pages of military 
security, survival, recreational, clothing knives, and literature, 
genuine GI issue equipment for the military O[ outdoorsman. 
Send $2 (relunded on lirst purchase) to Eagle's View Lodge, 
PO Box 557, Dept. SOF, Waterford Works, NJ 08089. (140) 

ARMY SURPLUS Large inventory new and used, plus survival 
items. Send $1 (refundable) for price list: Hugh Wade's Oak­
shire Place, Hwy. 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. (137) 

GENUINE MILITARY CLOTHING, Gear, Equipment, and In­
signia. Our name has meant quality for over 65 years. Catalog, 
$2. Kaufman's West Army & Navy Goods, Dept. A-312, 1660 
Eubank, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (140) 

$3. GETS 1,000 ITEM Fully Illustrated Military Surplus Cata­
log. Deduct $3 lirst order. New-Used Military Surplus Clothing, 
Camping Gear, Survival Gear, War Game Supplies. Old Sarge 
PX, 4344 Archer Ave., Dept. 171-9, Chicago, IL 60632. (139) 

GENUINE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES surplus clo­
thing equipment, etc. Send $1 for current catalog. Pederg­
nana, PO Box 1062, Oakpark, IL 60304. (137) 

SURPLUS BONANZA!! Buy Direct from Government. We 
show you how! Your area (Guaranteed!!!) Official Directory $3. 
Sandhill Surplus, Dept. SFA, Box 336, Roswell , NM 88202. 
(139) 

SURVIVAL 
THE SURVIVAL CHECKLIST! Finally, everything you need to 
survive natural or man-made disasters. Cost $5. Value price­
less. Ground Zero, PO Box 228A, Croton, OH, 43013. (140) 

SURVIVAL FOODS Ready Reserve & Yurika Storage Foods. 
Neo-Life & Multiway Food Supplements. Free information. 
Spartan Distributors, PO Box 2085-A, Spring Valley, CA 
92077. (140) 

TRAINING 
RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD TRAINING Catalog 
and information $5. ($7 foreign) USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, 
Ste. 103, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (140) 

VEHICLES 
IS IT TRUE you can buy Jeeps for $44 through the US govern­
ment? Get the facts today! Call 1-312-742-1142 ext. 331-A. 
(137) 

CADILLACS, MERCEDES, PORCHE, etc buy direct from 
government. Seized in drug raids. Available in your area. Save 
$thousands$ 216-453-3000, ext. A8181 . (137) 
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HAT PINS - P 
600+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

" 

FREE 24 Page IL LUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Dealer Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER'S MFG- CO. 
4015SF PROGRESS BLVD . 

PERU, IL 61354 

(8 15 223-1159, Ask For David 

KOREAN 
VETERANS 

RINGS 
Cast in stainless steel. 

Expertly modeled Korean 
Service medal and United 

Nations medal are displayed in bold relief on 
ring sides. Bezel reads KOREAN VETERAN. 

Red European spinel stone . . . . . . . . . $69.95 
Birthstone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79.95 
10K Gold available (inquire for price) 

Size accuracy is very important due to the hard­
ness of the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery 
times. Add $2.00 for shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 

EAGLE LTD• 1051 Opal Dr. 
Prescott, AZ 86303 • (602) 778-5656 
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VIDEOS 
NAVY SEAL VIDEOS! Museum Collection includes: "NAVY 
SEALS IN VIETNAM" Cowritten by Seal Team One Members. 
Covers uniforms, weapons, equipment - all gear peculiar to 
SEALS $15.95. Also "Navy Seals On Patrol" - Incredible rare 
footage of Real Seals on patrol! Shot in Vietnam 1968 by Seal 
Team One Members. See entire operation performed and 
explained! A MUST for every serious collector $21.95. Also 
"MEN WITH GREEN FACES" and "SOMEONE SPECIAL" 
Navy Special Warfare Tapes $24.95 each. $ave get all four 
$76.95. Prolit from sales benefit UDT-SEAL MUSEUM. LOTI 
GROUP, Dept. A, 8341 SW 157 Ave. Ste. 311 , Miami, FL 
33193. (141) 

WANTED 
RHODESIA VETS AND RHODESIANS Contact AVA, PO Box 
1221, Agoura Hills, CA 91301 or call (213) 234-9201. The AVA 
is a non-political, non-military/paramilitary organization. (142) 

~ 
SUPPORT 

SOP 
ADVERTISERS 

FREE CATALOG 
UNIQUE 

ESPIONAGE & MILITARY MEMORABILIA 

:llietorirnl lfiili tnrn ,Art unb <fi olledibJre 
P.O. BOX 1806 - SF Lafayette, CA 94549 

Phone 24 hours (415) 283·1771 

LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 

lllLY $995 
POSTPAID 

Fire s 22 cal. tear 
gas or blank ainmo. &At · .. '~ 
Solid me ta l. 6 sho)~ clip 1· """"'"''• 
fed. R.apid firing. with rn- ' • , 
struchons. . ':'k1 \ 
For self-pro tec tion , th eat re , dog . ,,;;;W, 
training , sports. Purchaser must ' · 

11 1 
··; ··;

0 be over 21. Money back guaran tee. 1~,: ~;kn 04 

WESTBURY SALES CO. c.w., ... 
Dept. TA·3-SF, 156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 

THIS SPACE 
RESERVED 

FOR YOUR PRODUCT 

(303) 449-3750 
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PARTING SHOT 
by Thomas J. Berger 

Case Closed on USS Liberty 

I have always been impressed with 
SOF's dedication to accurate and fair 
reporting. Therefore I feel compelled 
to respond to R. R. Fraser's inaccurate 
and highly biased Parting Shot article, 
"No Justice for USS Liberty," in the 
September 1988 issue of SOF. 

Among several misstatements of fact 
is Fraser's contention that, " ... a thor­
ough investigation of the affair has 
never taken place." Actually, as 
Secretary of Defense Robert McNa­
mara told Congress on 26 July 1967, 
"It was the conclusion of the investiga­
tory body, headed by an admiral of the 
navy in whom we have great confidence, 
that the attack was not intentional. " 

On what he admits is nothing more 
than "speculation" stimulated by a 
two-year-old unofficial and unsup­
ported article, Fraser insists that the 
tragedy could not possibly have been 
an accident. The facts lead to the 
opposite conclusion. Radio transmis­
sions reportedly overheard by Liberty 
crewmen identifying the ship as Amer­
ican occurred, as Fraser admits, "prior 
to the attack" and were presumably 
between low-flying warplanes headed 
for bombing runs on Egyptian targets. 
Mordechai Hod, former Israeli Air 
Force Chief, has stated that no Israeli 
planes were sent on reconnaissance of 
the ship prior to the attack. Israeli posi­
tions at El Arish had come under fire 
from an Egyptian ship that morning. 
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French-built Dassault Mirage Ills, 
shown here, along with Dassault 
MD-452 Mystere IVs, attacked the 
USS Liberty on 2 May 196 7. The 
attack heavily damaged the ship, 
killing and wounding over 200 U.S. 
sailors. 

TheLibertywasonly 14milesoffthe 
Sinai coast and far from the 6th Fleet to 
which it belonged. Even our own gov­
ernment did not know where the 
Liberty was, since orders to remain at 
least 20 miles from the Egyptian coast 
were issued by the Joint Chiefs of Staff 
but never received by the Liberty. 
Furthermore, as reported by a high­
ranking former Israeli naval officer, 
Shlomo Erell, to the Associated Press 
on 5June 1977, "We were advised by 
proper authorities that there was no 
American ship within 'l 00 miles." 
According to testimony of crew mem­
bers, in the investigation which R. R. 
Fraser says never took place, the lack 
of wind before -the attack would have 
made it difficult if not impossible to 
recognize the American flag which 
went down in the first assault, and the 
Liberty admittedly bore a resemblance 
to the Egyptian ship El-Quseir. 

Also, the initial report on the Liber­
ty's speed put it (erroneously) at 22 
knots which, along with its high masts 
and elaborate antennas, suggested 

that it was a military vessel. The com­
bat-experienced readers of SOF know 
that with so many confusing factors in 
the heat of an all-out war tragic mis­
takes are not only possible but readily 
understandable . In view of recent 
events in the Persian Gulf, including 
accidental attacks on both planes and 
ships by American forces and others, 
even less militarily sophisticated indi­
viduals should see how easily such 
tragedies can occur. 

In any case, why would Israel divert 
warplanes from important military 
targets in Egypt, its most formidable 
enemy, to purposely destroy a ship 
belonging to its staunchest ally? The 
hypothesis outlined by Fraser can only 
be described as ludicrous. The theory 
that Israel feared the Liberty was using 
its monitoring equipment to uncover 
and expose to American disapproval 
". . . their plans to invade Syria" is 
obviously spurious for two reasons. 
First, the Liberty's location, far south 
(just off the Egyptian-Israeli border) 
was hardly an optimal or logical posi­
tion for monitoring activities on the 
northern border with Syria. More to 
the point, why would Israel, already 
under attack by massive Arab armies 
on two fronts, feel any need to hide its 
response to Syrian aggression? The 
other suggestion for an Israeli motive is 
even more ridiculous. The idea that 
Israel "simply botched" a plan to "sink 
the ship with all hands" and somehow 
blame the Arabs in order to ''build anti­
Arab and pro-Israeli sentiments among 
the American people" ignores the fact 
that American sentiment was already 
heavily in favor of Israel. To risk the 
complete loss of support of their 
strongest and most loyal ally by sinking 
one of our ships and then to have 
"simply botched" the job would sug­
gest that Israel was not only incredibly 
stupid but also militarily inept. These 
are qualities which clearly do not apply 
to the state of Israel. 

Finally, Frasser's claims that after 
Israel's apology" ... the U.S. govern­
ment considered the episode over" is 
simply not true. Either because of 
ignorance or, more likely, his obvious 
anti-Israeli sentiment, Fraser neglected 
to mention the fact that Israel also paid 
nearly $13 million in reparations to the 
United States and to the families of the 
victims. The last payment was received 
in December 1980, and only then was 
this tragic episode finally closed. Fras­
er's inane suggestion that it should be 
reopened as the focus of yet another 
costly and pointless congressional in­
vestigation is absurd. ~ 
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SURVEILLANCE • COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 
INFORMATION SECURITY • VIP PROTECTION 

WORLD'S SMALLEST LASER GUNSIGHT 
Aim with the speed of light! 

State of the art weapons sight. Our laser is used by more SWAT 
teams, armed forces, sportsmen and individuals for self defense 
than all other lasersights combined-,,,-1---~l~>c--,,=:-== 
• Only 6" long 

• Weighs just II ounce_isllliillf!ilJiiii • Uses standard · 
9 volt batteries 

• Fits rifles, pistols 
and shotguns 

• I year factory warranty · 

Reg. $495. Only 5399. 
Dealers caill Mounts avallable for most firearms. $45. e.11. 

ULTRA II The size of a quarter, it is so 
sensitive It can pick up sounds 
20' away and transmit them to 
any FM radio receiver (even the 
one In your car] up to several 
blocks awayl Ultra II uses a four 
stage circuit and quality compc>­
nents to achieve maximum 

performance. Uses 9 volt battery. Simple final assembly required. 
Intended for testing and experimentation; illegal to use for 
surveillance. Reg. $195. Special 5149. 
Lithium 9 Volt Batteries SIS u. [Lasts 2-3 times longer] 

INFINITE EAR 
Listen into your home or business from 
any phone in the world! 

[jila '"'oo'-"'"'"-'"ONC> YOU to hear every sound in the build-
• Ing It is placed Into. The Infinite Ear 

plugs into any modular phone jack or 
can be attached anywhere along the 
phone line. Simple to use, just dial the 

. .Jil& I phone number and use the special 
lK-!.... -!l·~ Y pocket size, coded tone generator 

[included]. Now you can listen into 
your premises for as long as you like. Great peace or mind when 
you are away! The Infinite Ear with attachments aOd complete 
Instructions. Reg. $389. Special only 5249. u . 

TRANSTEC 
Don't be trapped by hidden "bugs" 

Transtec fi ts into your pocket and 
silently vibrates when It detects an R.F. 
transmitter (bug] in your presence, 
from up to 20' awayl It warns you but 
doesn't tip off anyone else! When it 
gives a warning signal, Transtec can 
now be used with its special antenna 
attachment to verify that an actual 
"bug" is present (not an Innocent 
signal] and then can be used to 
"sweep" and locate it. 
Transtec 5695. 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

EVALUATOR 
New microprocessor checks 
for phone taps 

Evaluator Is based on 
new technology, never 
before available. Other 
"tap detectors" are only 
simple voltage meters, and 
they just won't pick up real 
taps. The Evaluator takes a 
fingerprint of the voltage, 
resistance and capacitance 

of your Individual phone line, stores it ln memory, and then 
performs a check every minute, 24 hours a day and warns you with 
a flashing LED readout if conditions change. 

Easy to use, sets up In minutes and monitors your line for "taps" 
or any other abnormal changes. $695. 

Must be installed on a "clean" line. See our CM-3 complete 
countermeasure package $2,495. 

Note: California, along with most other states, has expanded Its 
wiretapping laws to allow local and state agencies to tap phones. 
This may compromise your privacy! 

TELEPHONE SCRAMBLERS 

5299. u. 

Fits over any phone. 
Secure conversations be­
rween two or more persons 
[each needs a scrambler]. 
With over 13,000 access 
codes, all an eavesdropper 
will hear Is "garbage." 
Quick and easy to use. 
Works on cellular, tool 

Minimum of 2 required [Ship/ Insur. $10.] 

AUDIO JAMMER 
Defeats room bugs! 

Produces pseudo-random noise that will 
defeat all microphone-based eavesdropping 
devices. 

Difficult to filter out and if properly used, 
all an eavesdropper will tiear Is a loud hiss. 

Audio Jammer (pocket size) Reg. $195. 
Sale 5129. (Ship $S.SO) 
Audio Jammer II high-power unit 
avallable -calll 

This 
remarkable, 
rechargeable 
flashlight Is also 
an electric stun 
gun,. Carry 

50,000 volts of power with you day or nlghtl Security that's 
always in your hand when you "need itl High impact, lightweight. 
Complete with recharger. 5149. [Ship/ Insur. $5.50) 

ELECTRONIC VOICE CHANGER 

Works over any phone, 
makes your voice totally 
unrecognizable! 

Change your voice from 
deep to very high or vice 
versa. No one will know who 
Is calling. 

Reg. $498. 
Umlted offer 5298. 

BULLET PROOF VESTS 

BUG DETECTOR 

Stops .357 magnum and 9 mm 
. pistol. High quality vest made from 
22 layers of Kevlar. Rated class llA. 
Covers front and back for full 
protection. 

Compare these vests with others at 
over $400. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

Only 5269. (Ship/Insur. $10.] 
Optional hardplate available. Stops 
9 mm sub-machinegun. 599. 
Call nowi 

Professional quality hand held 
transmitter ["BUG") detector uses 1 
state of the art L.E.D. readout to 
indicate the presence or an R.F. signal' 
and will lead you to the source. 

Also enables you to quickly determine 
If the signal is an actual bug by listening 
through the headphones [included). 

Will detect room bugs, telephone 
transmitters, bumper beepers, etc. 
Instructions included. High quality! 

DL-1000 Hand Held Detector 5695. ·[Ship/Insur. $10.] 

WARNl:NG 
NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION 

OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPMENT IS SOLD 
SUBJECT TO PUBLIC LAW 90-351, TITLE ill, 18 U.S.D., 
SECTION 2511, ALL LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL 
ORDINANCES, RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC. IT IS THE 
SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE BUYER [NOT THE SELLER] 
TO CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL FOR INTERPRETATION 
OF ANY LAWS APPLICABLE TO THE AREA OF 
INTENDED USE. 

• Complete countermeasures system. Enables you to professionally check for phone taps, room bugs, 
carrier bugs, laser listening devices, and morel Detalled instruction manual lncludedi comes In ntted 
briefcase. S2.49S. [Ship/Insur. $24.50] 

•Telephone recorder switch and special 8-hour recorder. Uses standard 120-mlnute cassettes. Starts 
and stops automatically. Voice activated. Complete 5165. [Ship/Insur. $7.) 

•Frisk 'Em metal weapons detector. Special 559. [Ship $2.) 

• IBM PC Computer Securiry.·Data encryption. Calli • Professional long range parabolic microphone. 

We are security professionals. We will be happy to answer your questions and provide you with 
the latest in privacy assurance devices. · 

If you need ... the straight scoop ... high quality equipment ... great service, at fair prices .•• 

Send $3. (refundable) for our latest CATALOG. You won't find the quality and selection 
anywhere else. 

Executive Protection Products1 Inc. - The Professionals 
1834 First Street • Suite S • Napa • California • 94559 • (707) 253-7142 

MasterCard • VISA • American Express • COD 



P.O. Box 22204 
Portland, OR 97222 
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