



































ON’'T GUN DOWN
MERC CAMPS...
Sirs: '

Shame on you and Army National
Guardsman William Smith Jr.
(FLAK, November '88). First, he
should know as well as anyone that
you just don’t get on a bus and go
to jump school. And it is not free, it
does cost the taxpayer. With times
as they are, scarce money must be
allocated. As far as the rip-offs, what
“merc” school did he attend? Or
was he just talking out of his fourth
point of contact?

Most of these camps are run by
veteran infantrymen, not unpatriotic
rip-off artists. Many are doing what
they are specialized and needed to
do. So please do not side with this
lone individual, lest he suggest

everyone stop buying SOF and start -

buying Army Times.
Allen W. Brooks
Eldorado, lllincis

Mr. Brooks raises several good
points. Our response was based on
the fact that we get numerous letters
and phone calls from readers stating
their dissatisfaction with training
programs they’ve attended. This,
combined with media reports of
these operators being convicted of
crimes (Frank Camper in Alabama,
for example), injuring their students
or just plain taking their money, has
led us to be wary of these
“schools.” Many make job
placement claims they can'’t live up
to. There’s just not enough
good-paying security work out there
to employ everyone with a certificate
from “Security U.” If any readers
have attended a private
military/security/survival training
school they can recommend without
reservation, I'd like to hear from
you. Send your comments,
Attention: FLAK Editor.

CHANIS FAVORED
DOUBLE-EDGED
Sirs:
Many thanks for the superb knife
article by Chuck Karwan in the
September issue. It was refreshing to
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get an article on knives written by a
pro. Bagwell had his innings, now
it's time for a fresh approach. More

articles along this line would be most -

welcome.

I was interested to learn that Mr.
Karwan worked with the late Mike
Echanis. I'm very interested in Mike
and his career. Could you write an
article on him and his use of knives
in combat? I believe he carried two
Gerber Mk IIs. Why two? And why
the Mk Il in particular? Shouldn’t a
seasoned pro like Mike have carried
a 10-inch Bowie? Hand forged, of
course!

Philip D. Skinner
Suffolk, United Kingdom

Mr. Karwan replies: Thanks for the
kind words about my article. You
can look for more such pieces in the
future. Bill Bagwell had a lot of good
points in his columns, as well as
many [ strongly disagreed with.
Needless to say we look at combat
knives from a totally different
perspective.

I can understand your interest in
the late Mike Echanis. He was a
unique individual and close friend. |
can’t say much about Mike and
knives because we did not work
together much on that subject. We
worked together mostly on unarmed
fighting and disarming techniques.
As far as knives go, many of the
techniques he favored required
double-edged blades, which is why
he liked the Mk II. He trained in
traditional oriental knife fighting,
which uses a knife in each hand.

ON-AGGRESSIVE
STANCE...
Sirs:

dJust a couple points about
October 1988’s Flak column,

The weapon position being
queried by Mr. Douglas is known as
the non-aggressive stance and was
designed for use in Northern Ireland
because troops are there in a
peacekeeping role. It was thought
that this method of weapons carry
would less offend the local
population than patrolling with the
weapon ready to fire.

This is not to be confused with the
practice of carrying a weapon resting
on the forearm on long yomps.
“Watching my firing arm fall off
from muscle bunch after carrying an

- SLR for a couple of days?”’ Come

on guys, this sort of drivel doesn’t
do your reputation much good
among soldiers. I have carried an

SLR for the last five years, and often
for periods much longer than “a
couple days,” and have yet to have
my arm fall off. If you have trouble
carrying a weapon as light as an
SLR then perhaps you should look
toward another profession. How will
you cope with an M203, M269, or
God forbid, the GPMG, particularly
in & unit where slings are not in
common use?

Name withheld

1st Battalion

Royal New Zealand Infantry

Regiment

In terms of soldiering in a combat
zone (be it a declared one or not), a
“non-aggressive stance” that would
“less offend the local population” is
a position that will get soldiers killed
— period. And to assume that any
soldier armed with a weapon will, or
should, appear to be
“non-aggressive” is a notion
bordering on the absurd.
“Peacekeeping role” or no, troops
had better damned well look — and
be — aggressive if the need arises,
or they’ll soon be soldiers in
someone’s memory only.

Concerning our rationale for
carrying the buttstock of a weapon
above the firing forearm, we stand
by it. We were not talking about the
ability to simply carry a hand-held
weapon in the field — that’s a
soldier’s job — but rather one
technique that can be used while on
long patrols when the threat of
contact may not be imminent.

We too have carried SLRs at the
ready for extended periods in
combat, and have tried a number of
techniques to rest firing muscles
(which will tire and bunch under
constant strain) without greatly
diminishing our ability to quickly
return effective fire.

As we said, buttstock on forearm
may not be ideal, but it’s a variation
that works.

LETTERS

Your input has made FLAK
one of SOF’s most popular
columns. Write and tell us your
opinion of SOF or any subject
vou consider worth our readers’
attention. We reserve the right
to edit for content and brevity.
Send letters to FLAK, c/o SOF,
PO Box 693, Boulder, CO
80306. ¥
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[ Ranger Combat Cap-Woodland ,
Camouflage—iwst army issue.
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Bear Hat—Formally called the Campaign Hat,
this 15 a really fine quality pressed felt headprece
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Orders up to $10 00 $3.75
Orders from $10 01 to 20 00 4.50
Orders from $20 01 to 35 00 5.25
Orders from $35 01 to 50 00 5.90
Orders from $50 0110 70 00 6.90
Orders from $70 01 to 90 00 7.90

Orders over $90 00
Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated.

Commando Camouflage

O Knit Face Mask Hole) Face Mask

Masks are lightweight non-ilch; nan-allergic; 100%
stretch acrylic woven in a bulky knil. Maximum pro-
tection from wind and cold.

O Knlt Face Mask
3 hales tor maximum protection.

Chossa:
W Black or Ollve Drab (00)
Gromm............ ITEM #H-300. ....... $5.95/e3ch.
ITEM #M4-380
.................................... $6.95/each.

O Ballaclava (One Hule) Face Mask
One hole accommodates eyeglasses or other equipment.

ITEM #H-395......... $5.85/0ach.

m PLEASE. NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE.

- DDOQ Tag Silencers - viack. non-gtare cubber bumpers tor

MILITARY GOODS CATALOG
1989 edition. Over 80 pages. Loaded
with genuine military clothing, gear

0O Ballaclava (One

BB Sape Green or Black Shell
Sizes: XS, S. M, L XL (Regular Lengths Only) ...

ITEM #C-500
$54.95/each.

[JSpecial Forces Green Beret - Jaunty and
daring and classy — like the profes sional's who wear them These are

oficial reguistion berets of 100% vat dyed wool and meeting all mil:
tary specs Made expressly for us by the prime
9 govern ment contractor Also avaiable
Othicial headgear for

[] Green ~ #H-425
O Maroon #H-430
(1 Black  #H-435
] Red #H-440

"‘ d Sizes—6 7/8 to 7%
{Not sure of head size? Tell us how many tnches around your head where
you wear your hat We'll send the nght one ) $14.95/each.

(] Angle Head Flashlite-

This 1s the heavy duty » (CLENASRINISNED
plastic flashlight issued to all miitary units
The flashhight 15 waterproof. non-glare and features 4
ditferent lenses which can be easily instalied or
removed It can clip onto the belt or suspender for
hands free operation, operates on 2 standard D celi
batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb
Brand new. sold in the GI box
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Want us 1o print them? WE'LL PRINT ANY ~
THING up to 6 hnes and 15 spaces per line

_Printing . Ttom #X-885 only $1.50 per tag ($3.00/set).

ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL MON- SAT; 9:00—7:00 (Mountain Time)

Hem #X-650 $1.95/pair.

Headnet - Spandoflage -

Expandable camouflage mesh fils
comfortably on any size head Cooi in
summer. warm in winter, this revolutionary \w
new mesh matenal can be 2
cut (but will not unravel) to form eye-holes
for the comfort of eyeglass wearers
Choose: Woodland Camoutlage,
Deserl Camouftage or
Solld Black Mom #(-275
$5.95/each.

We’re America’s
Army & Navy Store!!

WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42ND ST.,
NEAR TIMES SQUARE.
{PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE)

7 ' SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545.0933 — CALL MON -SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Time)

Camouflage Face Paint -
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Choose: Woodland Camo (green & locam); desert camo (light green & Shipped . in 24 Hours.
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or Your Money Back.






BRITISH SMALL ARMS OF
WORLD WAR 2. The Complete
Reference Guide to Weapons,
Makers’ Codes & 1939-1946 Con-
tracts. By Ian D. Skennerton.
1988. Hardcover. 110 pages.
$25.00 plus $2.00 shipping.

AN INTRODUCTION TO BRIT-
ISH GRENADES. By Ian D. Sken-
nerton. 1988. Softcover. 56
pages. $14.00 plus $1.00 ship-
ping.

Distributed by IDSA Books,
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1457, Piqua,
OH 45356. Reviews by Peter G.
Kokalis.

SKENNERTON’S previous works
on British small arms have been justifi-
ably well-received by military
anglophiles. Both of his latest efforts
deserve a far wider circulation. There is
just no end to the fascinating informa-
tion lying between the covers of these
two small tomes.

British Small Arms of World
War 2 covers all of the numbers and
marks of the Short Magazine Lee En-
field (SMLE) rifles; rifle grenade pro-
jectors; the Sten, Lanchester, Thomp-
son, Patchett and experimental sub-
machine guns; the Vickers, Vickers
Berthier, Bren, Besa, Browning, Lewis
and Hotchkiss machine guns; mortars;
antitank weapons, such as the Boys
and the Projector, Infantry, Antitank
(PIAT); flame throwers; revolvers and
signal pistols; shotguns; mortars; and a
most esoteric category entitled swords,
dirks, sabers, epees and foils.

Lists of the exact items, makers, con-
tract dates, quantity, price and other
details are proceeded in each instance
by the weapon’s specifications and a
summary of its development, military
history, salient characteristics and dif-
ferences between marks, and total pro-
duction figures. Also included is a de-
tailed contractor code listing, both
numerically and alphabetically. But it
would be a sorry mistake to view this as
nothing more than a stodgy work in
military taxonomy.

There is more than enough here to
attract and grip even the neophyte.
Here are some intriguing examples.
Designed as a simple weapon featuring
ease of manufacture, total production
of the Sten SMG in Great Britian
approached 4,200,000. Depending
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on the mark and manufacturer, the
costwasonly $12 to $15 per gun. All of
the various marks of the Sten are illus-
trated and described. As for bayonets,
75,800 were produced for the Sten,
yet few survived or were issued and
most were apparently scrapped soon
after war’s end. Testing the Sten’s
eventual replacement commenced in
1942 at the Sterling Experimental En-
gineering Co. Works at Dageham.
They received approximately $18,000
to procure 20 prototypes of the original
Patchett design.

Surprisingly, only 9,152 Vickers Mk
1 water-cooled medium machine guns
were manufactured during the World
War Il period. This stands in stark con-
trast to total British production of the
Bren LMG, which reached 337,071 at
an average cost of about $160 each.
An order for 10,000 7.92mm Bren
LMGs was placed in Canada in Janu-
ary 1944, and these were no doubt
distributed to British clients throughout
the Far East immediately after the end
of the war. Although issue of the Lewis
gun was widespread after Dunkirk,
due to the shortage of Bren guns, none
were manufactured during World War
I, and all those reissued were resur-
rected from inventories and the con-
siderable quantities of new parts that
were manufactured. By 1942 the air
ministry was demanding 5,000
Browning .303 aircraft guns a week
from Birmingham Small Arms (BSA).

It goes on and on and there’s some-
thing to titillate on every page. Oh yes,
except for a few cavalry swords made
in 1935, the records indicate Wilkinson
to be the sole government supplier of
swords, dirks, sabers, epees and foils.

Books devoted entirely to hand gre-
nades are few and far between and
historical information on this subject is
scanty. A pity, as these nasty little
hand-pitched bombs trace their origins
to the 15th century and possibly even
earlier. At first they were employed
only in fortification defense. By the
17th century they usually consisted of
a hollow cast-iron sphere containing
powder and fitted with a fuze, with an
overall weight of approximately 2Y2
pounds. By 1760, however, hand gre-
nades all but disappeared from the bat-
tlefields. Even in the Napoleonic Wars,
little mention is made of them.

The Russo-Japanese War in the ear-
ly 20th century, and specifically the

siege of Port Arthur, marked the ren-
aissance of the hand grenade. Early
British service hand and rifle grenades
were influenced by the patents of Mar-
ten Hale and were characterized by
cane handles, fabric “tails,” and seg-
mented cast-iron fragmentation rings
around a brass body containing the
explosive charge.

World War I thrust hand grenades
into real prominence. The British
adopted more than 60 different pat-
terns during the four years of the
“Great War.” It was the golden age of
the grenade and British designs
reached their epitome with the so-
called “Mill's Bomb.”” Known in its first
configuration as the No. 5 Mark |, it
was relatively small, had no throwing
handle and had a time-delay, rather
than impact-detonated fuze. In the
two-month period of May and dJuly,
1915 alone, 3.5 million No. 5 grenades
were manufactured! Passing through
the No. 23 and No. 36 modifications,
the Mill's Bomb lives on to this day.
Just four years ago, | inspected crates
of them in a warehouse in Peshawar,
Pakistan, waiting delivery to the
Afghan mujahideen.

Every British hand and rifle grenade
from the World War I rod-type Hale
rifle grenade to the U.S. M26-type of
more recent vintage is illustrated clear-
ly and described fully in Skennerton’s
An Introduction to British Gre-
nades. There were some truly bizarre
British hand grenades.

No. 67 was a Lachrymatory (tear
gas) grenade consisting of a 100-watt
electric light bulb filled with SK or KSK
gas composition and sealed with plas-
ter of Paris. Paper labels attached bore
the following message: ‘“INSTRUC-
TIONS FOR USE — THROW BULB
ABOUT 20 FEET IN THE AIR SO AS
TO FALL AND BREAK UP WIND OF
THE OBJECTIVE.” Few ‘specimens
seem to have survived the war.

Every bit as peculiar was the No. 74,
or “Sticky Bomb.” It was an antitank
grenade fabricated from a spherical
glass flask covered by a “‘sticky”’ mate-
rial to adhere to the target, with a hing-
ed sheet-metal case to protect the
sticky envelope and fragile inner con-
tainer before use. Gratefully, there was
a throwing handle — presumably not
covered with adhesive.

Hand grenades are an important
component in the infantry’s arsenal.
Modern grenades are covered in
adequate detail by the recent Jane’s
Infantry Weapons annuals. But, those
seeking information on earlier deriva-
tives had no dependable material.
Skennerton has solved the British
equation in this historical enigma. Let
us hope others are now encouraged to
step forward and provide information
about the pomegranates of other

lands. &
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crease in intelligence. It has never stopped.

‘“‘Now there is an internal struggle in the
CPP over what stragegy to follow. The
hardliners, those who favor the more
aggressive stance, appear to have the upper
hand over the moderates, those who want to
keep organizing. The hardliners look at the
examples of Vietnam and Nicaragua, and
they think that they have reached strategic
stalemate, the phase of insurgency when the
guerrillas can battle the government on its
own terms and protect ‘liberated’ territory.
But they’re not even close, so their tactics are
not appropriate to the strategic situation.”

Hard-liner tactics emphasized greater
urban unrest using the fronts, stepped-up
assassinations of government and military
personnel using ‘‘sparrow squads,’’ and
direct attacks upon the national infrastruc-
ture and military units using the NPA. The
first two elements were principally to preoc-
cupy the government; the latter element was
to bring Manila to its knees economically
and militarily. In opposition to this
approach, moderates clung to tested Maoist
tactics of methodical political organization
in the rural areas, while military activity
was kept at a level sufficient to protect the
proselytizing effort.

The debate was far from academic.
Numerous purges resulted. The grim fallout
may be found in the mass graves discovered
in numerous areas by ‘security forces and
villagers. In the end, the hard-liners were
victorious, though in some areas the contest
continues.

What the hard-liners could not see, even
as they debated, was that the moment for the
CPP had passed. Political momentum had
shifted to the side of the government. Filipi-
nos turned out in astonishing numbers to
ratify a new constitution and to elect their
officials. No matter that there was a pro-
nounced lack of actual progress made in
addressing socio-economic issues. Political
power had returned to the people.

Commented Col. Vallejera, ‘“The big
gain on our part is that people now realize
the communists are after power, not just
reform. The ceasefire really allowed them
[the CPP] to organize, so we had our hands
full. But it also showed people their true
colors.”’

In such an environment, the CPP hard-
line strategy is a military and political mis-
take. Militarily, the NPA is simply not at a
level where it can go toe-to-toe with the
Philippine military. The communists have
demonstrated no ability to mass beyond
company size, and such concentrations re-
main the exception. Squad-sized govern-
ment patrols, which I have often accompa-
nied in some of the ‘‘worst’’ areas of the
Philippines, are reasonably safe, provided
they follow the most elementary rules of
security. Politically, the CPE/NPA use of
terror and the attacks on infrastructure have
caused a wave of disenchantment and revul-
sion among the people.

Even as the hard-line orientation has won
out within communist ranks, the security
forces have gone in precisely the opposite
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conjunction with the local authorities to
eliminate grievances and to ensure that re-
form laws and regulations are observed.
There is considerable cooperation with the
business community and landowners. To
consolidate gains, the army coordinates
with local detachments of the Philippine
Constabulary (PC), police, and ‘‘volun-
teers.”’ They safeguard the population
while the military goes after the hard-core
guerrillas.

The volunteer concept is an integral part
of the new approach — and surely it’s most
controversial. It is the essence of what is
termed countermobilization, turning the
communists’ own tactics back against them.
Where the communists attempt to mobilize
the populace against the government, the
authorities respond by countermobilizing
the people to fight the insurgents. Civilian
volunteers are given rudimentary training,
armed, and then used to augment security
force operations conducted in their areas.
When not in the field, the volunteers pro-
vide security for their villages and perform a
number of other defense functions. If
attacked, they respond and call for help. No
one is relocated or forced into *‘strategic
hamlets.’’ People are simply given the
means to defend themselves as part of an
overall security system.- The result is that
the normal breakdown of communist forces
into local, regional, and main force ele-
ments finds itself confronted at every. level
by equivalent government organizations.

Such mobilization of the people in favor
of the status quo is anathema to radicals.
Members of both the Philippine and Amer-
ican left have produced a slew of works
purporting to prove that the concept of
countermobilization is the product of U.S.
‘‘low-intensity warfare’’ doctrine and an
attempt to use the Philippines as a ‘‘proving
ground’’ for a diabolical brand of warfare.
In reality, it is an approach used by all who
have successfully fought guerrillas. Its most
recent noteworthy practitioners have been
the Thais, who call their volunteers ‘‘Rang-
ers.”” So successful has the Thai system
worked that it has been permanently in-
corporated as a form of territorial defense.

It will be recognized that these volunteers

-are the ‘‘vigilantes’’ upon whom so much

recent negative publicity has been lavished
by critics. ‘‘Vigilante’’ is a particularly ill-
chosen word due to its negative connota-
tions in English — a reason, no doubt, why
it is given such wide currency by opponents
of the concept. In areas such as Panay, the
use of the term volunteer is favored, since it
more accurately reflects the substance of the
program. ‘
A change of labels will not halt the critic-
ism, though, for it is an essential element of
CPP strategy to discredit the volunteer or-
ganizations. With them in place, the gov-
ernment is in a position of strength. Without
them, it is virtually impossible to win, be-
cause the guerrillas are then free to strike
whenever and wherever they choose.
There are certainly dangers attendant in
arming any population. Military or police
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to encourage and influence the voting. In
1963 Tambalboye dismissed all the north-
ern ministers in the government. War broke
out immediately. Forces from the north,
predominantly the Front de Liberation
National de Tchad (FROLINAT), fought
well against the Tambalboye’s forces, the
Armee National de Tchad (ANT). Few
African wars, even the Rhodesian conflict,
can match the Chadian wars for endless

acronyms.
By 1969 FROLINAT had made signifi-
cant gains and was threatening the capital,
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Chad, with illogically drawn borders, a
legacy of French colonialism, has been in
various stages of conflict since 1963. It
wasn’t until Hissen Habre’s victories over

Libyans that peace appeared possible.

and hence the government of Tambalboye.
Although reluctant to do so, Tambalboye,
under pressure from his defense minister,
General Malloum, invoked a treaty signed
at independence which called for French
military assistance to be provided in times
of strife. What constitutes strife as distinct

from the normal state of affairs in Chad is
difficult to determine. Then-President
Charles DeGaulle complied, launching
what would be the first of four military
interventions into Chad. All would be at the
invitation of the Chadian government.

DeGaulle dispatched five companies of
the 2nd Foreign Parachute Regiment (2nd
REP) and one company from the 2nd For-
eign Infantry Regiment (2nd REI). By early
1970 these Foreign Legion troops had been
joined by 1,000 French marines and 1,000
air force personnel. Overall troop strength
exceeded 3,500 men.

The French fought extremely well, driving
the rebels north into the Tibesti mountains and
southern Libya, while suffering only eight
killed in action and 90 wounded. But while
the French achieved a military victory, they
failed to conduct civic action programs or
take steps to ensure political stability. When
the French forces departed in December of
1971, the problems which had led to the
insurgency still existed. In addition, the
north was alienated more than ever.

A new element in the equation was in
place by the time the French departed Chad.
Muammar Khadaffi was now in power in
Libya. Eager to widen his influence, Kha-
daffi gave support to the defeated rebels.
The emergence of Khadaffi and the depar-
ture of the French convinced Tambalboye
that he needed to change his ways. In a
bizarre turn of events, Tambalboye began
stirring up anti-French feelings, which led
to riots in the capital, and then formed an
alliance with Khadaffi.

This ‘‘friendship’’ continued until 1975.
General Malloum, deciding that he had had
enough of this silliness, staged a coup which
led to the death of Tambalboye, Malloum
assuming power, a resumption of the war,
and the second French intervention. Two
new leaders emerged in the north to fight
Malloum: Hissen Habre and Goukouni

FEBRUARY 89

































During March 1839, a massive Brit invasion force entered the
Bonan Pass in southern Afghanistan to seat the deposed Shah
Shooja and unseat the Dost Mohammad, the rightful and
popular ruler. Shooja had been exiled (without the customary
blinding), was grossly incompetent, and commanded national
enmity rather than national respect. While the Dost would have
better served Jack’s interests as a puppet ruler, the myopic and
greedy bureaucrats who planned the affair selected Shah Shooja
instead. Of the three scenarios which were the basis of the
Shimla Manifesto (the British statement of intent to protect their
interests in India), the course chosen was the worst and became
the foundation for many subsequent disasters.

The British promised the Afghans a short military stay,
preferring to leave Jack’s senior envoy, Sir William H.
Macnaghton, in charge and young Sir Alexander Burnes
(Kabul’s playboy and head party animal) as his number two
man. Despite promises, the army stayed. Jack’s troops imported
their families, establishing a permanent base. The obvious loss
of sovereignty, unpopular puppet government, Burnes’ constant
*“defiling’’ of Afghan women, and a severing of tribute proved
too much to bear. Tribute was traditionaly paid to the hill tribes
to let commerce pass unmolested. The halving of this bribe
money by Jack’s leadership was viewed by Afghan chiefs as a
major breach of trust, and open insurrection soon followed.

Under the leadership of Dost Mohammad’s son (Akbar Khan)
and other chiefs, treachery and conflict grew. Brit troops were
routingly mugged or murdered and armed conflict erupted. On 2
Novethber 1841, Sir Alexander Burnes’ Kabul residence was
breached by a mob of Ghilzees (the people native to the
Kabul-Jalalabad area), which took his life by cutting him to

_ pieces. His body was eventually recovered, but not before
portions were hacked into strips and tossed into trees in his
garden. A little over a month later, daily military confrontations
were the rule, and the military cantonment north of Kabul was
under an effective siege. Rations were cut, and furniture
became firewood. The military commander, Major General
Elphinstone, was a mental and physical basket case, totally
unable to command.

To gain time while he solidified plans to annihilate the
British and Indian feringhee kaffirs (foreign infidels), Akbar
stalled by tempting British surrender with false promises of food
and safe conduct out of Afghanistan.

On 23 December 1841, Sir William Macnaghton went 400
yards outside the cantonment gate to meet with Akbar and
company. Even with an escort of officers and light cavalry,
Macnaghton felt ill at ease, knowing Akbar had the edge no
matter what the British proposed. Though. there had been terms
accepted by both parties from a previous agreement, Akbar
chose to play envoy Macnaghton for a fool by offering an
alternate and ‘‘better’’ plan. Macnaghton went for it, and Akbar
seized him. The envoy struggled firing a shot at Akbar as he
went down. He was cut to pieces within seconds. Akbar quickly
ordered the three escort officers to be carried away from the
crowd to safety. Two made it riding double, but a Captain
Trevor was grabbed off the back of a horse and cut up. The two
surviving officers were detained in a room in Kabul. That same
day crowds paraded body parts of Cpt. Trevor and Macnaghton
through the streets. The envoy’s hand was dropped in front of
the two officers held prisoner and was then carried away. While
the heads of Trevor and Macnaghton were carried about on
pikes, their trunks were hung on meat hooks for public display
in the city market.

The outlook was very bleak. Winter was dropping snow on
Kabul and the surrounding mountains daily. With Kabul’s
altitude of 6,000 feet, December and early January saw nights
below zero and days well below freezing.

As a serious confrontation was shaping up, we should
examine weapons parity. The standard British firearm was the
Brown Bess musket of the U.S. Revolutionary War era. At ten
pounds, the 55-inch-long musket had a .75 caliber bore and
39-inch barrel. With a mint Bess, a top shooter could score at
50 yards. The firing rates were two to three rounds per minute
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in controlled volleys, or five rounds of reduced accuracy in a
hot firefight. Just prior to the retreat, the British and Indian
troops were the laughingstock of Afghanistan as they fought
with worn muskets that couldn’t hit anything beyond 10 to 12
yards. Luckily, the Brits had been issued new muskets of the
same type just before the army left Kabul. Afghan jezails (a
Midddle-Eastern equivalent to the Kentucky rifle but with bores
of .50 to one inch), on the other hand, could cleanly kill at 200
to 300 yards. Long-range firing at massed targets was effective
to 800 yards. The jezail featured a notch cut in the stock for
steadying the weapon on rocks or other available objects to take
advantage of its range and accuracy.

Out of firewood and nearly out of food, Gen. Elphinstone
ordered an evacuation. His force would have to cover 90 miles
to Jalalabad over deep snow, narrow ravines, mountains, and
freezing rivers — and on five and a half days’ rations. No
thought was given environmental survival except by those few
with sufficient insight to use local clothing for warmth and
carry native ‘‘trail rations’’ such as dried fruits, barley, and nuts.

Kabul’s dawn on Thursday, 6 January 1842 revealed a
frozen, foot-deep blanket of unbroken snow, extending as far as
could be seen. Subfreezing dry wind beneath the clear sky cut
to the bone, but not as sharply as the Afghan steel and lead yet
to come.

The first day of the great catastrophe had arrived. Ending
night-long deliberations over Akbar Khan’s promises, the
decision to form for a march had been made. At about 0700,
engineers began to.cut the perimeter barrier and moved out to
install a temporary ‘wooden-plank bridge across the icy Kabul
River.

Those walking wounded who
tripped or fell from exhaustion were
hacked to pieces by Ghilzee children
or their elders.

By 0800 baggage was being positioned outside the
cantonment. The 2,200 animals organized as transport supported
4,500 Queen’s regulars and Jack’s mercenaries, as well as the
12,200 Indian camp followers and dependents. About 200
Afghans milled around the perimeter, ready to plunder whatever
the garrison left behind.

At 0902 the first elements moved out. Spearheading the
three-section column was the advance guard under Brigadier
Anquetil. This element consisted of roughly 600 men of the
44th Foot, 260 sappers and miners, three mountain train guns
with 30 artillerymen, and one squadron of irregular horse,
perhaps 70 of Captain Skinner’s Horse and 70 of the 4th
Irregular Horse.

-Some of the Indian families surged forward, paying no
attention to march element order, which disrupted movement.
Afghan children armed with knives darted in and out of the
formations, cutting and stabbing as they went. In some
instances, the Ghilzees would slit the throats of young Indian
children and gang-stab Jack’s soldiers and women. Those
walking wounded who tripped or fell from exhaustion were
hacked to pieces by Ghilzee children or their elders.

The Kabul River bridge crossing was temporary in nature,
consisting of 250 wooden planks which were to be picked up
and reused along the march where necessary. Engineers spent
hours in and out of the freezing water readying the bridge while
the column formed. To have built it earlier would have left it
vulnerable to Ghilzee souvenir hunting.

A second section formed and moved out under the leadershlp
of Brigadier Shelton. Responsible for guarding the British
wives, children, treasure, and baggage, Shelton’s march
element consisted of the dependents, 70 bodyguards, sick and
wounded, two horse artillery guns with 30 artillerymen, the
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“Thank God it's Friday,”” was the re-
frain. That says it all, not just for our patrol,
but for the Philippines as well. The country
has long had the talent; now it also has a
strategy to win. I have seen it on Panay. )¢
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Continued from page 23

radiotelephone operator (RTO) can
monitor the radio hands free in a
normal mode with the volume turned
down, so battery power is conserved
and silence maintained. The helmet
ear protection area serves to muffle the
radio static, so the RTO can hear, but
the enemy and men around him
cannot. The problem with leaving your
radio on squelch and hanging it on
your LC-1 suspenders (another
practice that looks salty) is that the
radio is totally silent until a message is
received, and an unexpected
transmission can announce your

presence to the enemy. If your battery
is weak, a weak signal might not pick
up on squelch, whereas if your radio is
in normal mode, but with the volume
turned down, you can usually pick it
up. Another advantage is that the RTO
isn't as obvious a target for enemy
snipers.

The only other option is to march
along with your handset pressed into
your ear, which ties up your arm and
wears out your ear. This is what a lot of
RTOs have to do. On one three-day
operation as the company
commander's RTO, | did this for 72
hours straight with no relief. At the end
of the operation, my ears rang for a day
or two. There simply weren't enough
bodies to go around who knew how to
communicate to allow relief for our
company’s RTOs, and maintaining
communications in the fluid, moving
environment of the regiment-sized
operation was simply too important to
turn on the squelch and hang up the
handset.

The Israeli army RTOs hang their
radio handsets upside down on the
outside of their Kevlar helmets, using
the camouflage band to secure it. This
way the RTO can listen for messages
with his hands free. When he wants to
communicate, he simply removes his
handset from the helmet band and
talks. This is a very good idea, but |
would suggest that we take it a step
further by hooking the handset inside
the helmet where it will be protected
and ready for monitoring and talking
without removal.

To attach the radio handset, first un-
snap your helmet and lay it down.
Take your boot blousing band and
loop it around the right connection
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Russian Commando Video’s

Lethal Hand to Hand Combat Techniques
of the Superior Russian Military Special Forces SPETZ NATZ

By Soviet Defector Arkady Anatolev former Russian Special Forces Officer/Com-
bat Instructor & Chief Instructor of Mercenary AR6 Paratrocper Legionnaires for
Rhodesia and South America.

Phoenix Productions Inc.
PO. Box 25 Newtown Br.
Boston, Mass. 02258

Vol. | — Lethal In-Close Fighting
Simple and effective techniques of utiliz-
ing your body as a deadly killing machine
to protect yourself. Proven in years of
combat.

#SN-1 Reg. $69.95 Intro. offer $49.95

Vol. Il — Lethal In-Close Fighting
Defense against more than one attacker
and fighting from the ground.

#SN-2 Reg. $69.95 Intro. offer $49.95

Vol. | — Lethal In-Close Weapon
Fighting

Knife fighting techniques Arkady used in
combat to protect himself and may some-
day save you.

#SN-3 Reg. $69.95 Intro. offer $49.95

Intro Special — Buy all 3 tapes, $100.00
plus shipping.

U.S. currency only. No CO.D:s.
Checks held until cleared.

Outside U.S., triple shipping costs.
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IN MASS. ADD 5% MASS. TAX
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STREET
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Dye to the violent nature of these films, Phoenix Productions Inc. will sell these films only to
viewers 18 years of age and older. These films are intended solely for self-defense and instruction-

al purposes.

By purchasing any of these tapes, the buyer agrees that Phoenix Productions Inc. and its
employees can not be held responsible for any injuries and or death due to the use or misuse of

information on these tapes.

| certify that | am 18 years of age or older
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