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START BY EXAMINING 
NAZI GERMANY'S 
DEADLIEST WEAPON, 
THE SS. ITIMEI 

Yes,lwouldliketo lll:I• 
examine The SS as my ----~ 
introduction to THE THIRD eooKe 
REICH series. Please send it to 
me for a 10 day free trial. Also 
send me future volumes under 
the terms described in this ad. 

NAME 

ADDRESS APT. 

CITY 

STATE/PROVINCE ZIP/POSTAL CODE 
Canadian residents. please moll form In envelope. 

All orders subject To approval. Price subject to change. 
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DIFFERENT 
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Don McLean 
FDR had a covert plan to 
bomb Japan long before 
Pearl Harbor. SOF 
uncovers details of how 
U.S. mercenaries nearly 
caused "Day of Infamy" 
for Japan 66 

A BRIGHT 
SHINING LIE 
G. 8. Crouse 
Analysis of David 
Sheehan's new book on 
Lt. Col. John Paul Vann 
76 

Page 66 - Flying Ttgen 

Page 50 - Alaaka 

HOLY CITY 
SAPPERS 
Robert Rosenberg 
Jerusalem bomb squad -
brave men in a dangerous 
world 78 
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II 
Peter G. Kokalis 
SOF Technical Editor 
examines wound ballistics 
for rifle calibers. 84 

COVER 

COVER: Eskimo Scouts from Little Diomede, Alaska, 
pause on frozen sea ice In Bering Strait during patrol of 
U.S.-Soviet border. Blue cliffs of Big Diomede, home to a 
contingent of Soviet military personnel, loom In the 
background just one mile away. SOF staffer Tom Bates 
joined the Scouts In Alaska's arctic periphery to 
Investigate reports of Soviet Spetsnaz commando 
Incursions Into our last frontier. His SOF exclusive, "Red 
Rumors Rising," page 50, explores the tangled web of 
fact and fantasy regarding these alleged Intrusions and 
reveals Information that Is sure to stir the pot In 
Washington and Moscow. Photo: Tom Bates 
INSET: Marine manning jeep-mounted TOW during 
Operation Urgent fury. Catch the final chapter In SOF's 
comprehensive Grenada series beginning on page 30. 
Photo: Complx/Alan Oxley 
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~COMMAND GUIDANCE S(JI~ 
,I ' by Robert K. Brown Editor/Publisher tr Robert K. Brown 

Thank You, Mr. President 

ON 20 JANUARY 1989, President Ronald Reagan will stand 
down as commander-in-chief. How has his command fared in 

the eight years of his watch? 
Without question, Reagan's greatest accomplishment as 

commander-in-chief was to restore respect for the armed forces and 
make the profession of arms an honorable and honored calling 
once again. 

When Reagan took command, the armed forces were still feeling 
the effects of the Vietnam war - or more accurately, the 
anti-military sentiment whipped up by the war's opponents. In eight 
years he restored discipline, raised morale, raised pay and rearmed. 

These accomplishments are supremely important, because no 
nation in history, no matter how advanced it supposedly was, has 
long denigrated its fighting men and survived to tell of it. When 
Reagan took office, denigrating its fighting men was precisely what 
America was doing. Reagan ended the rot. 

There is more. 
He has built up the Navy to within striking distance of a 600-ship 

fleet, provided the Air Force with planes far superior to anything 
the Soviets have been able to put in the air, and equipped the Army 
with the most advanced armor, attack helicopters, and rocket 
systems available. 

Thanks to Reagan, America and her allies have at their disposal 
the most advanced arms in the world, and the implications of that 
have proved to be enormous. 

Brave men fought the Soviet Union to a standstill in Afghanistan, 
but the thing that led the Soviets to conclude they had to withdraw 
was the introduction of U.S. Stinger missiles. 

Terrorist states such as Libya and Iran discovered there were 
limits to what America would tolerate, and that when we chose to 
punish their aggression, there was precious little they could do 
about it. 

From Lebanon to Angola, in battles large and small, the folly of 
challenging American arms with Soviet ones has been luridly 
demonstrated over the past eight years, repeatedly casting doubt on 
the value of the Soviet Union as a military patron. 

If these things were lost on Reagan's critics, they were not lost 
on Mikhail Gorbachev. The Soviets embarked on perestroika 
(restructuring) not out of boredom with Socialism but out of a 
cold-eyed recognition that they could no longer compete militarily. 
By rearming, Reagan didn't just force the Soviet Union to end some 
foreign adventures; he forced it to begin restructuring its society. 
For a generation, we have had to settle for a policy of containing 
communism. Under Reagan the process of rolling it back has 
begun. 

Thank you, Mr. President. And godspeed. ~ 

S@LDIEQ OF F9 RTUNE (ISS~Ol45'67841USPS 120·510) Is publlsheif,ipontlljv.bv 
TUNE Magazine, Inc., Boulder; Colorado. Second Ciaos Postage Pald'l t Boulder, 
Send address changes to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Sub1crlptlon Department. P<O. Box Mt.Mom~. IL 
61054. ~.S. subscription; rates fortw!'Jvemopthly l•uea: ~6.00. Canada, Mextcq;and ~I othyJ:oun~e•o: 
$33.00. Special domritlc and foreign rates"on request. O:s . FONDS ONl!Y. Sffigle·lnue Pifl:e -li.S.; . 
$3.00: United Kingdom, £2.50: Canada, $3.95. 

CONTRIBUTORS; Maljuscripts, photl>!lfllp!Js. drawings •re aubmlttedfat the ~ntrtbuto,·s . own dsk. 
Material should be malled to Articles Editor, SOLDIER OF>FORTUNE, P.O. Box 693, Boulder; eo 8~. 
and cannot be .returned unless accompanied by sufficient postage. Any material accepted le eu 
ouch nlllslon ao Is necessary,J,C), metit;the editorial requlnlrnenta of SOl".,All manu•ta IP,USt 
double-spaced. All photograph. ehowd be credited and be accurawly tdentlllecfl\Payment wlll\tie 
rateil current at time of publication. 

> . ' ~;.. } ~ 

Copyright ©'1988 by SOLDIER OF FORUJNE Magazine, Inc,. All Rl,ehta B8aerved 

2 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

Managing Editor 
Jim Graves 
Senior Editor 
John Coleman 
Technical Editor 
Peter G. Kokalis 
Associate Editors 
Tom Bates 
G.B. Crouse 
S.Max 
Don Mclean 
Assistant Editor 
Tom Slizewskl 
Copy Editor 
Paul Danish 
Art Director 
Craig Nunn 
Production/Art 
Assistant 
Patricia Masters 
Advertising Manager 
Shirley Raley 
Typographer 
Louise Dankel 

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
Vietnam Veterans Affairs 
Col. Chuck Allen 
Edged Weapons 
Bill Bagwell 
Military History 
William Brooks 
Wiiiiam H. Northacker 
Unconventional Operations 
Brig. Gen. Heine Aderholt 
James P. Monaghan 
Maj. Robert MacKenzie 
Martial Arts 
Barry Sadler 
Duke Paris 
Military Affairs 
Alexander McColl 
Paramedic Operations 
Dr. John Peters 
Sniplng/Countersnlping 
Jim Leatherwood 
Exploslves/Demo//tlons 
John Donovan 
Aviation 
Dana Drenkowski 
Law Enforcement 
Evan Marshall 
Africa 
Al Venter 
Outdoor AHalrs 
Galen Geer 

Omega Group Ltd.: 
President 
Robert K. Brown 
Executive Department 
Manager 
Zada L. Johnson 
Advertising Director 
John Bressem 
Art/Production Manager 
Kathleen Allard 
Circulation Director 
Robert J. Rolfson 
Subscription 
Circulation Manager 
Cherry Chavez 
Controller/Business 
Manager 
Terri A. Greene 

CHANGE OF ADDRESS/ 
SUBSCRIPTION 
PROBLEMS: Six weeks 
notice ls required on all 
changes of addres8. 
Please Include current 
malling-label Information 
with all correspondence. 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, 
Subscription Department, 
P.O. Box 348, 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054. 

e 
JANUARY 89 



I 

iif 
f '=fUl=Pt=f;=T=I, 
• IUHHt Of' , 

f .S.lt.\'lf!!.n~ 

•

l'ttttfl .. "it~ir• 

. 
. 

KICKASS! 
More M~yhem from 
the Mosler of Malice 
by George Hayduke 

-. . . 

! 

Just when you thought it was safe to 
turn the other cheek, Hayduke and 
his pals return with their own twisted 
version of the Golden Rule: Do unto 
others before they do unto you! 
Klckassl is intended for entertain­
ment purposes only. S'f.i x 8 'f.i, 

"--~---- hardcover, over 200 pp. $16.95 

1989 MILITARY HISTORY CALENDAR 
by Raymond R. Lyman 

Who was the first American commander to strike back in 
the aftermath of Pearl Harbor? How did Herman Goering 
help the British RAF win the Battle ol Britain? Where were 
the first tanks used in battle? The answers can be found in 
the 1989 Miiitary History Calendar. This year's edition is the 
best yet, with hundreds of fascinating events from the great 
and small wars that influenced the history of our time. More 
than 40 photographs reveal the face of war in this century. 
Make 1989. the SOth anniversary of World War II, the year to 
learn the facts. 12 x 13, photos. $8.95 

. llI<47' 
1.--+'~ 

The Complete 
Kalashnikov 

family 
·- of - · 

llssault Rifles 

DDl!Cftll LOllO 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi­
ness. government and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty triCksranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. For 
entertainment only! S'h x B'h, hard­
cover. 192 pp. $16.95 

AK47: 
The Complete Kalashnikov Family 

of Assault Rines 
by Duncan l ong 

The Soviet AK47/AKM assault rifle 
is tough and dependable, and has 
spawned many spinoffs worldwide. 
These rifles are now available in the 
U.S., but solid information on them 
is scarce. Learn about specs. ammo 
and more-find out why the AK47 
is the world's most widely used 
gun. 51h x 81h, softcover, photos, 
illus .. 192 pp. $14.00 

THE COMPLETE BOOK OF U.S. SNIPING 
by Peter R. Senich 

The American military sniper-he stands as a solitary figure in our nation's history of fighting 
strategy. In this volume, for the first time, serious military students and martial arms collectors 
can trace American sniping materiel from its infancy to the sophisticated systems currently in 
use. With almost 400 photos, plus information gleaned from original reports, official corres­
pondence and the personal archives of those within the military establishment, Peter Senich 
documents the chronological development of both the United States Army and Marine Corps 
sniper arms and related optical sights-from the Civil War era through the confl ict in 
Vietnam, where first-class sniper training clearly demonstrated the value of precision marks­
manship. Drawn from the classics Pictorial History of U.S. Sniping and Limited War Sniping, 
this huge volume contains hundreds of new photos. This is the definitive volume on U.S. 
sniping. 8Y2 x 11 , hardcover, 375 photos, 288 pp. $34.95 

U.S. ARM\' 
SPECIAL FORCES 

A-TEAM 

~ 

@ 
VIETNAM 

COMBAT· MANUAL 

smm f llCfS 
c111u 

flllH 
JfClllllfS 
fHlll. MOlU ... 

101111 J, S(IOU(f 

UNDERCOVER OPERA TJONS 
A Manual for the Private 

Investigator 
by Kingdon Pe1er Anderson 

Vilorking inside America's corpora­
tions, the undercover agent exposes 
theft, drug abuse. waste and fraud. 
This insider's guide to this intriguing 
and lucrative field covers training, 
negotiating fees, infiltrating the work­
place. establishing a cover, avoiding 
entrapment charges. report writing 
and more. S'h x 81h, softcover, 88 pp. 

$8.00 

U.S. ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
A-TEAM VIETNAM COMBAT 

MANUAL 
This is the real thing, a reprint of the 
A Detachment Handbook issued to 
all Sp~cial Forces A-Teams during 
the Vietnam War. Everything from 
camp construction to interrogation 
procedures to psyops is covered. A 
must for collectors of military and 
Vietnam memorabilia. B'h x 11, soft­
cover. illus., 296 pp. $18.00 

SPECIAL FORCES COMBAT 
FIRING TECHNIQUES 

by Frank A. Moyer and 
Robert J. Scroggie 

The Uzi. Finnish Soumi and Soviet 
AKM assault rifle are among the 
more than 60 American and foreign 
firearms tested in this U.S. Army 
study. Discover the most effective 
positions. best response maneuvers 
and best kill-hit areas, illustrated by 
dozens of photos. in this compre­
hensive manual. 81h x 11, hardcover, 
photos, 120 pp. $19.95 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING 
ON ANYBODY 

by Lee l apin 
Get the goods on others with this 
encyclopedia of advanced investi­
gative and surveillance techniques. 
Here are expert ways to secretly bug 
any target! Info on lock-pick tech­
nology, how polygraphs and voice 
lie detectors can be tricked and 
much more, including more than 
100 sources for equipment and 
superspy systems. BY, x 11, soft­
cover. illus., 264 pp. $30.00 

PUT 'EM DOWN, TAKE ' EM OUT! 
Knife Fighting Techniques 

from Folsom Prison 
by Don Pentecost 

Anyone. including you. can be the 
subject of a knife attack. Maximize 
your chances for survival by learning 
realistic aspects of knife attack and 
defense. These deadly techniques 
were developed in the violence of 
Folsom Prison and go Jar beyond 
what you learn in karate class. 
S 'h x B'h. softcover, 50 photos, 
64 pp. $8.00 

THE 1989 CALENDAR OF CREATIVE REVENGE 
••• featuring the awesome, hysterical, and ridiculous 
humor of lh•t Master of M•yhem, George Hayduke 

Make a date to get even with that nasty so-and-so who's 
done you wrong. Pencil in your revenge plots on the first­
ever Paladin "get even" calendar . .. you know what 
George Hayduke says: "Thou shalt bide thy time before 
activating a revenge plot!" Thirteen months of madness 
pack this guide to a 1989 full of Haydukery. complete with 
hilarious color illustrations and descriptions of George's 
favorite stunts, plus a listing of the Eleven Commandments 
ol Revenge (lest ye forget!). A great holiday stocking stuffer 
for the Hayduke fans on your listl 12 x 13, color illus. 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

..... 

. 
' 

$9.95 

MAKE MY DAY! 
Hayduke's Best Revenge Techniques 

for the Punks in Your Life 
by George Hayduke 

Hayduke is back and meaner than 
ever with this all-new bag ol bully­
busting tricks. Hundreds of ideas 
from readers who rallied to George's 
stirring cry ("Do unto others before 
they get unto you" ) fill this antic 
anthology that will amaze and amuse 
you. Make My Dayl is intended for 
entertainment purposes only. 51.h x 
8'f.i, hardcover. 224 pp. $16.95 

U.S. NAVY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of military collecting, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip­
ment and tactics employed by this 
elite fighting force are covered, as 
are SEAL weapons, communica­
tions, driving, infiltration and exlilrra­
tion, survival, and more. B'h x 11, 

L-------...1 sottcover. photos. illus .. 240 pp. 
$14.95 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
, ............. . 
t PALADIN PRESS ~ Call TOLL FREE for credi t card orders: 

I I P.O . BOX 1307- SAS liliiiillll 1-800-642-8300, ext. 24. Call 24 hours a 

• • , bu1 Alaska. Send $1 .00 for 50-page I U.S. ARMY SPECIAL 
FORCES MEDICAL 
HANDBOOK . ... . 

THE RESCUERS: THE WORLD'S 
TOP ANTI-TERRORIST 

. $19.95 

UNITS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $17.95 

FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL .... $16.95 
STURM, RUGER 10/22 RIFLE 

AND .44 MAGNUM 
CARBINE . . ..... . . . ... ..... $10.00 

SPECIAL FORCES OPERA TJONAL 
TECHNIQUES . . . ...... . ... $16.95 

I BOULDER CO 80306 m day, 7 days a week. Call from any sta1e 

I Jlliil.l Pho n e (303) 443-7250 CATALOG of300 1itles(freewithorder.) 

I Please send me the following titles: : 

I ~~~~~. MAKING SPIES: A TALENT 
SPOTTER'S HANDBOOK . . $16.95 

RUGER :n AUTOMATIC 
PISTOL: STANDARD/ MARK I/ 
MARK II SERIES .. . .... .. ... .. $12.00 

MANUAL OF THE M ERCENARY 
SOLDIER: A CAREER GUIDE 
TO MERCENARY WAR, 
MONEY, AND 
ADVENTURE .. .. . . . .. . .. . .. $17.95 

JOY Of COLD REVENGE . . $10.00 
MAKE 'EM PAY! ULTIMATE 

·~~~~~- I I Paymen1 : 0 Check orMoneyOrder, 0 VISA, D MasterCard. 

1 
Card No. - ---------------Exp. ___ SUBTOTAL ----- I 
NAME - -------------------- Please include I 

REVENGE TECHNIQUES FROM THE 
MASTER TRICKSTER ........ $16.95 

THE LEWIS GUN . . . . . . $25.00 
CATCHING SPIES . .. . ... $24.95 
MODERN SNIPER RIFLES .... . . $16.95 
SCREW UNTO OTHERS: REVENGE 

TACTICS FOR ALL 
OCCASIONS ... ........ . . .. $16.95 

I $3.50 postage 
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CONTRACT LET 
FOR M16A2s ... 

In an apparent 
setback to Colt 
Industries, Firearms 
Division, FN 
Manufacturing, Inc. 
(Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
104, Columbia, SC 
29202) was awarded a 
$112 million U.S. 
Government contract for 
the manufacture of 
266,961 M16A2 rifles. 
Unit price of the rifles is 
$420, which was 
$57.50 lower than the 
Colt bid. 

FNMI also received a 
contract to manufacture 
30,106 M249 SAW 
(Squad Automatic 
Weapon) units. The 
latest version of the 
M249 will include a heat 
shield over the barrel, 
folding barrel-removal 
handle, non-adjustable 
gas system with a 
nominal cyclic rate of 
750 rpm, M16A2 
muzzle device, and a 
hydraulic buffer housed 
within a solid plastic 
outtstock. 

ANNIVERSARY 
FOR 
THE GRAND 

PRIX . .. 
Good news. Lucy's 

Tiger Den may be no 
more, but we just 
received word that The 

·Grand Prix on Patipong 
Road in Bangkok is 
alive and well and, what 
is more, has announced 
plans for a three-day 
gala celebration 
February 4 , 5 and 6 to 
mark its 20th 
anniversary. 

Founded and still 
operated by Rick 
Menard and F. Murray 
Boyle, it is the hangout 
for ex-spooks, Air 
America pilots, meres, 
adventurers, and 
journalists, replacing 
Lucy's as the favorite 
watering hole for 
American expatriates. 
You get a full shot for 
your money and lots of 
LBFM's. 
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Dami Why can't I ever find the right ammo to go 
with my outfit? Photo: Christopher Springmann 

SOFBANNED 
IN CABINDA ... 

Over the years we've taken shots at 
Chevron-Gulf oil operations in the small Angolan 
exclave of Cabinda, primarily because CG funds the 
Marxist Angolan government (and its Cuban. 
mercenaries) in its fight against pro-Western UNITA 
forces led by Dr. Jonas Savimbi. 

Well, we've finally gotten under CG's skin. 
Among a host of items not allowed in-country: 

"No counter revolutionary r:naterial. Magazines such 
as Soldiers of Fortune [sic], The Independence Wars 
in Africa, subversive literature, subversive videos.' ' 

It gives us that warm, fuzzy feeling to know that 
we've been singled out as "subversive" by the 
Marxist Angolans. We're obviously doing it right. 

S OFSTAFFER 
DOES IT AGAIN . .. 

The December 1988 offering of the SOF 
Adventure Book Series published by Tor Books is 
SOF Staffer Alex McCall's MACCAT It's based 
(more or less) on his adventures in 1968 in OP-35 
of MACVSOG, and gets Major Charlie Hamilton, 
whom you met in his first book, VALLEY OF 
PERIL, into a whole new series bf adventures. 

PEACE CREEP 
GROUNDED .. . 

The Rocky Flats nuclear weapons 
plant, which is about 10 miles south 
of SOF's offices, attracts peace 
demonstrators the way Knotts Berry 
Farm attracts fruit flies. 

Most of the time they content 
themselves with picketing, holding 
hands, and passing out flowers and 
propaganda, but occasionally they 
try to block the gates. 

When that happens, the police 
arrest them, book them, and release 
them in an endless cycle reminiscent 
of George Bush's revolving door 
crime commercial during the 
presidential campaign. 

Which is why we were particularly 
pleased to see that when protestor 
Catherine Hunziker managed to get 
herself arrested twice at the same 
demonstration - by returning to it 
and getting rearrested after being 
booked and released the first time 
- Jefferson County Judge Robert 
Morris came up with a punishment 
that uniquely fit the crime. 

Morris sentenced Hunziker to 
wear an "electronic shackle," a 
monitoring device which keeps track 
of her whereabouts. If she strays 
further than a couple hundred feet 
from her house, a monitor attached 
to her telephone automatically 
notifies the police. She also is 
required to pay the costs associated 
with the monitoring device, which 
works out to about $2,500. 

Peace protestors have always had 
a lot in common with spoiled 
children, and it is hard to think of a 
more appropriate way of dealing 
with them than sending them to 
their rooms. Our only reservation is 
that cooping someone up with their 
kids for six months seems to verge 
on cruel and unusual punishment. 

Now YOU SEE IT 
NOW YOU DON'T .. . 

By the time you read these words, 
the Air Force may have finally taken 
the wraps off the stealth fighter and 
given the taxpayers a look at exactly 
what they're getting for their defense 
dollars. 

The service came within an inch 
of showing off the ship - whose 
existence has been rumored for 
years but never officially 
acknowledged - in early October, 
but at the last minute changed its 
mind, apparently in deference to a 
gentlemen's agreement between 

Continued on page 8 
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D USAF Heavyweight Flight Jacket-Type N2B 
DESIGNED FDR TEMPERATURES OF -10° TD 32" F. 

• Polyester Ftbert1ll 
Lining - (Maximum 
Warmth Per Ounce) 

~ 0 Wdtch Cap-

' i ~o USAF F light Jacket- .. 

\ These night jackets are E 
· 1 ssuod to miliWy ltior< and ~ 

are designated Type MA 1 tor 
lntennodiate Cold. (Tlis C 

~~:e~== l 
~ = , comfort in a temperature zone ~ 
~, ' ' ot about 20 ° to 55 °F). Look ~ ' -' "t /,' for tho military designation. 0 
fl t sizes and stock numbers ! 
· , ,, inside tho Iott pocket Tho 
· ooter shell ard lining are 100% 0 

nylon making the jacket corn- 0 
pletely wind and waterprnot The t:. 

Interlining is 100% polyester fiberfill for I 
the highest degree of warmth per ounce. This jacket is reversible: ootside o 
in your choice of either sage green or blue ard the inside is survival 9. 
orange. It leatures: two hip pockets ootside as well as inside, sewn pen OI 
and pencil holders plus zippered easy access storage pocket in the lett 
sleeve. This a snappy, convenient. warm, lully lunctiooal jacket and tt t; 
happens to be the latest lashion trerd. iC 

• D Field Jacket - Type M65 100% Woot-
-1n one form or another, this jacket has g been the military workhorse for over 40 
.. years and is still going strong. 

Specify: In 

;;;;;;;;r;t;;;:;;:;:;:;;;:;;;;;r.;; • S111 &nu tr ll1ct Sit ll. * 
Sizes: XS. S. M, L XL (Regular Lengths Only) ... ITEM #C-500 0 

,.. Tile field jackel is designed for 3 season wear. b In winier you can button in lhe liner (see below) 

0 or wear a vest or heavy sweater under it 

. . . . . . . . . . . . $54.95/each. 2 

Oj 8 lightweighl Hood · 
,. Concealed in Collar ---Jllr."O..._ 

t( • Epaulels ----&;I! 

In • Gussetted Back Sizes: XS, S. M. L, XL 

1 
for Freedom of (Send us your chest z Movement size for proper fit) 

0 • 4 Huge ~~~v~~nf~ \~~I per· 
2 Outside Choose: Olive Drab 

fllckets (DD) Green or Wood-
j • Outershell land Camooftage 
C of 50% Cotton/ (Also Black or Tan 
(,) 50% Nylon - Commercial Mtt. to GI 

I 
water & Wind Specs. - Reg. Length 
Repellanl Only) lft• # C-476 

M Reg Length $54.95 
C') • Adjustable Long Length $59.95 
OI Cutts - - - Extra Large 

~ • Drawstring \Yaistban 
1 

Long $84.95 

'If 0 M 65 Liner - designed to be buttoned inlo the M65 Field Jackel. 
~ these liners are lightweight. polyesler·fibertilled. and very warm. Order same g size as your field jackel. Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL lft• #C-475 $19.95/ea. 

Cl' 

D Angle Head Flashl ite­

Th1s 1s the heavy duty • <fl§1¢1111¢18tll 
plastic flashlight issued to all military units 
The flashl ight 1s waterproof . non-glare and leafures 4 
different lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed. It can clip onto the bell or suspender for 
hands free operation: operates on 2 standard 0 cell 
banenes and comes complete with a spare bulb 
Brand new, sold 1n the GI box . 
Choose: 

Ill 
Ill 
II: 
Iii. ... ... e 
a: 
Ill 
D 

Ill Camo uflage-1a1est Army issue. 
... D Ranger Combat Cal}-Woodla~d (>, 

Masks are lightweight Mn-itch: non-allergic: 100% 
stretch acrylic woven in a bulky knil. Maximum pro­
tection from wind and cold. 

0 Kiit Face Mask 
Olive Orab (OD) green or black llt• #R-165 . $6.95/each. ! 

Ill This wintef'M!ight cap features lined flaps which a: can fold oul to keep your ears warm and tuck into ~ 
Iii. the hat when the IW<lther's balmy. Sizes run small. .. 
_. Also 1vall1bfe In Othre Oreb (OD) Green. If•• #~ 
_. Sues. 7. 7-114. 7-112. 7-314 .... $8.50/each. ~ 

~ O Drill Inst ructor/ Smokey the 

Ill Bear Hat-F<>rmally called the Campaign Hat. 
D this is a really line quality pressed felt headpiece 
S A hat with character No one who \Wars ti 

0 ~r~~~~s u~~5s0~oa~~,~~:sn~; h~~ a0b:c~~~ ~ 
pursue flamers or wnre 1raH1c llckets Lei your true 
or w1sttu1 sell be heard Commercially manufactured llt• #H-300 
to exacting specs. Sizes: 6·718 to 7·314 . $23.95/each. 
D Genuine Leather Chin Strap II•• #H-305 $2.95/each. 
D Acorn Hat Cord (as shown) II•• #H-310 $8.95/each. 
(Specify color· stlver. gold metalhc. blackloold. metallic. yellow. red or 
light blue). 

IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 
SHIPPING COSTS 

Please include appropriate shipping costs lrom chart below w1fh 
each order Amounts shown include costs of postage. packaging. 
insurance and handling 

Orders up to $10.00 
Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 
Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 
Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 
Orders from $50.01 to 70 00 
Orders from $70.01 to 90.00 
Orders over sgo.oo . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Canadfan Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. 

$3.75 
4.50 
5.25 
5.90 
6.90 
7.90 
8.90 

3 holes lor maximum protection. 
C••u: 

• lllct tr Olin Onb 100) 
&nu ............ . ITEI # H-310 .. . .. ... $5.15/nc•. 

• Cl•ult111 !Rmnn II •~1•t tr1111) .. .. . ITEI #H-310 
. .. . . ... . . . . .. . . . .... . .............. Sl.15/nc•. 

D B1ll1cl1n (On H1lel Face Mask 
One hole accommodates eyeglasses or other equipmenl. 
lttct .. . . ..... . . . . ITEI #H-315 ......... S5.15/m •. 

CAMOUFLAGE 
Commando Camouflage 

Headnet - Spandoflage 
Expandable camouflage mesh lits 
comlortably on any size head. Cool in 
summer. warm in winter. this revolutionary 
new mesh material can be 
cut (but will not unravel) to form eye·holes '' 
for the cornlon of eyeglass wearers. 
Choose: Woodland Camooftage, 
Desert Camoollage or 
Solid Black ..... llt• # 0·275 

$5.95/each. 

Camouflage Face Paint -
Each metal tube contains 2 colors of lacepaint which 

• Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (A Kautman s Ex 
elusive) 2 GI stainless steel tags specially treated to be non·glare flat 
black plus 2 black (4 and 24 I ball chains #X-675 $6.00/set. 

O Regulation GI Dog Tags-

can be easily removed wtth soap and water Current military issue. 
Choose: Woodland Camo (green & loam): desort camo (light green & 
und); snow camo (whfte & loam). -· . llt• # 0-HO $3.00/lube. 

*All In-Stock Items 
Shipped Within 24 Hours. 

Satisfaction Guarantsed 
or Your Money Back. 

-.~ .. ~a ORDER TOLL FREE 1 ·800·545·0933 - CALL MON -SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mount•ln Time) 9"4H •M.-
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82i6 $17.95 3798 $17.95 

S SOt,DlkR OF FO~TUNE 
11 I I, \ 

~"" 
' t T~ I 

MAY IRICK 
WAR 

CHENNNAT 
AND THE 

fU'...ciTIGERS 

DUAN!lCHUtn 
3236 $18.95 3640 S19.95 

'1,111~ l\71\Y l'I, lll~ilLLJ' l\71\S! 
Only a powerful few knew what was really happening during World War II. 

For countless others the trenches, beaches and air raids made the war just as 
personal-yet far more deadly. 

The Military Book Club gives you the war from all perspectives. From the 
front lines in Europe and the Pacific ... to behind the scenes in Washington and 
Berlin. You get "insider" stories, rare photographs and more. Battles fought on 
land, sea and air. Join The Military Book Club. And see war as only a few have. 
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5314 S15.95 3947 S19.95 5215 S24.95 4150 S18.95 4127 S19.95 5231 S28.95 

(llE\'ISED EIH'l'N)N) 

MICHAEi. SIUNNEll 

0224 S12.95t 5306 S24.95 

'1111{1~ j- llf)f)l{S (' C)C 
1'1~"17 L~I~f)ll e~t::t 

3442 S29.95 4978 S17.95 

liGE'l''I 
'mUGll! 
N:llf-'!1t>&.,ol.a.<1Jw.liool • 

l'UM l·Tl7;1amA1.11 

3988 S10.95 

3418 SP. ED. 

~iiiiTiRY 
S•ALLAR•S 

Of THE 211111 CEITllllY ·-----·· 
·-=·~-=-~ 

1347 S16.95 

0851 S12.95 5017 S19.95 4168/9999 S26.95tt 

2 FULL COLOR 
24¥2" x 19" WW II MAPS 

4630 SP. ED. 

4994 S19.95 

~VIETNAM 
WAR 

2550 S14.95 

) ., ,. l\Tf)lllJ) l\T1Ul II 
I J .. (JS ~ )fJlJIS J~JlJ~J~ ~i!~bership 
Here's how the Club Plan works: You'll get4 books foronly98~ plus shipping and handling and 
your FREE WW II MAPS when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any applica­
tion. However, once accepted, if you are not completely sati sfied with your introductory books, 
return them within 10 days at our expense. Your membership will be canceled and you will owe 
nothing. The FREE MAPS are yours to keep in any case. 
Huge selection: As a Club member, you'll have over 350 tit.les to choose from-a tremendous 
variety of the very best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustrations and 
maps. Many books are difficult to find anywhere else. 
How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions (sometimes 
altered in size to fit special presses). Club editions save you up to30%off publishers' hardcover 
edition prices. A shipping and handling charge is added to each shipment. 
Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you 'II receive the free Club magazine 
describing com ing Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition , up to 4 times a year. you may 
receive offers of special Selecti ons. always at discounts off publishers' prices. If you want the 
featured Selection(s). do nothing-shipment wi ll be made automatically. If you prefer an 
Alternate- or no book at all-indicate this on the order form and return it by the date specified. 
You 'll have at least 10 days to decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive an unwanted 
Selection, you may return 1t at our expense and owe nothing . 
The choice is always yours: Youronlyobligation is to take just4 books at regular low Club prices 
during the next 2 years. You may resign any time after purchasing your 4 books, or continue to 
enjoy Club membership for as long as you like. 

Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers' edition prices quoted above. 
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t Soft cover. t t Counts as 2 choices. -----------, 

I I 
1 

Yes, please accept my membership ~~s . 1 

I application and send me the 4 books Ms. I 
I marked in the boxes to the right , plus I 

my FREE WW II MAPS. Bill me only 

I 98~ plus shipping and handling lorthe Address Apt No. I 
4 books. I agree to the Club Plan 
presented in this ad, and understand I I that I need buy just 4 more books at City State Zip 

I regularlowClubpricesanytimel want NOTE: Some books count as 2 choices: ii you pick any of I 
during the next 2 years. No-risk 
guaranfee: If not delighted alter ex- these. please write 9999 in the next box. 

I amining my4 selections, I may return I MFARPE5Ew#6w501~ 1 I \ j 1 
I 

the books within 10 days at Club ex- . ' . . . . 
pense. My membership will be ossss I 
canceled and I will owe nothing No I matter what I decide, I may keep my II undc1 18 paren1 must sig f 
FREE MAPS Members accepled 1n USA and Canada only Canadian members 

L serviced from Canada where offer 1s sllghlly d1fleren1 SF 
1189 

._. 0~; I 
_______ I ____ - - - - - - - - ~ 
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After the Pentagon announced It would use 'disinformation' to protect 'black' 
projects, the Testors company brought out a model of the stealth fighter 
(top). Monogram model (bottom) which appeared this year Is more angular 
and probably closer to what leaked reports say Is reality. Then again ... 

Republicans and Democrats in 
Congress not to unveil any glitzy 
new weapons systems before the 
election. 

Even so, a couple of tantalizing 
details seem to have slipped out, 
evidently because the Air Force 
circulated a draft press release about 
the plane prior to the 
non-announcement. The most 
interesting of these is that the 
configuration of the stealth fighter is 
"boxy and angular," rather than 
smooth and rounded as has been 
widely reported for years. 

What makes this detail particularly 
intriguing is that five or six years ago 
Pentagon brass announced they 
were going to use disinformation -
lie, to put it plainly - in order to 
protect the security of "black" 
defense projects. Nobody paid much 
attention to the announcement at 
the time, but about a year later a 
model company brought out a 
stealth fighter kit - featuring a 
smooth and rounded airframe. 

Since the aircraft design in the 
Soviet Union consists largely of 
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plagiarizing the latest in U.S. fighters 
- witness the MiG 29 that looks like 
a cross between the F-15 and F-18 
- we suspect this news will not be 
received well at the MiG and Sukhoi 
design bureaus. (Sorry, chaps, but 
they should have taught you in 
school that it's wrong to copy your 
neighbor's homework.) 

Another detail that leaked is that 
the official designation of the stealth 
fighter is the F-117, not the F-19 as 
has also been reported for years. 
Which means that Air Force briefing 
officers were telling the truth all 
these years when they denied the 
existence of the F-19. 

SOF was told earlier this year that 
the crews who fly the stealth fighter 
out of Nellis call it the 'Wobbly 
Goblin. ' That might not be true 
either, but if it ain't it ought to be. 

POLITICAL 
WAR GAMES ... 

Did last fall's debates between the 
presidential candidates leave you 

underwhelmed? Israel's former 
defense minister Ariel Sharon - of 
all people - may have found a way 
to put a little zip into such 
proceedings. 

During Israel's recent elections, a 
group calling itself the Israeli Council 
for Peace and Security, consisting of 
some 200 senior reserve officers 
including a clutch of generals, issued 
a statement asserting that Israel 
could withdraw from the West Bank 
and the Gaza strip without 
unacceptable risks to its security. 

Sharon, a former general who, 
among other things, led the Israeli 
thrust across the Suez Canal that 
ended the Yorn Kippur War, 
violently disagrees with that 
contention, and he proposed a 
unique debate to settle the issue: A 
nationally televised war game in 
which the two sides could test each 
other's theories for a peace 
settlement in the Middle East. 

After some hestitation, the Israeli 
Council for Peace and Security, 
turned down the challenge, but the 
concept intrigues us. 

Imagine a similar contest to test 
the defense philosophies of Michael 
Dukakis and George Bush, instead 
of last fall's tedious debates. 

War games, after all, both in the 
form of simulations and actual 
maneuvers, have long been 
accepted as legitimate means of 
testing new strategies and tactics. We 
think it would have been fascinating 
to see how the candidates' theories 
on defending Western Europe, for 
example, stood up to such a test -
and, for that matter, how the 
candidates performed in the role of 
commander-in-chief. 

It would certainly be more 
informative than watching Michael 
Dukakis parade around in a tank 
that was about four sizes too big for 
him. 

H ONOR 
ROLL. .. 

El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund 
contributors: 

Wesley M. Whitley, Conservative 
Caucus of Lower Delaware; Jason 
Houts; Customers of G.I. Supply #2, In 
memory of Helena Sostrin. 

Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund 
contributors: 

Customers of G.I. Supply #1; 
Customers of G.I. Supply #2; Joe 
Russell; Loren Roberts. 

Refugee Relief International, Inc. 
contributors: 

Dr. Michael Mitchell, Hominy 
Medical Clinic 

Our heartfelt thanks go out to these 
people and the numerous other donors 
who requested their names not be 
printed.~ 
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SHARPENTIER 
SWORD CANE A 
GREAT BUY AT 
$89.00 POSTPAID 

Carried by woodsmen in r 
the French forests and 
countryside, the Shar-
pentier is a quadra-foil 
sword cane in the finest 
tradition. 32" high-car­
bon steel blade inside; 
outside is a highly lac­
quered beechwood 
shaft and handle. The 
handle boasts handsome, genuine 
horn on its nose. 36" overall length. 
Pin-in-groove locking mechanism; 
quarter turn locks & unlocks." This 
sword cane is handmade in a small 
French village. It's a quality piece 
through and through, and a collec­
tor's must at $89.00 postpaid. 

NIGHT GUARD 

JUST PLUG IT IN ... now you've got a portable 
security system with built·in alarm AND flood­
light! Does NOT require hard wiring - just plug 
NiteGuard into any standard outlet, aim it to­
wards area you want to protect, and you've got 
instant security. Powerful INFRARED SEN­
SOR scans huge area 50-feet long and 100-
feet wide. When intruder is detecled, 
NiteGuard Pal-1 provides DOUBLE protection 
from its floodlight and loud 85db alarm (for 
floodlight only, a switch disarms alarm). You 
can use this security system inside or out. It 
comes with yard spike, wall mounting bracket 
and padded bottom for table top use. TAKE 
NITEGUARD WHERE YOU NEED SECU­
RITY, WHEN YOU NEED SECURITY. Quick & 
easy to use. Bonus: NiteGuard Pal-1 system 
also can operate additional lighls automatically 
thanks to receptacle on main unit. This allows 
you illuminate secondary areas or set up an 
entire perimeter security system, all from the 
main sensor. NiteGuard is ideal for protecting 
your home, shop, boat, RV, campsite, plane, 
construction site ; perfect for surveillance & 
military applications. Take anywhere - small 
(6" x 4" x 8") and light (3.5-lbs.). One year 
warranty. $84.00 + $3.00 shipping. 

JANUARY 89 

For just $46 because it's made of all 
THE RIGHT STUFF. The classic 
WWII Bomber Jacket for the Avia­
tor/Racer look. Made of DuraHide, 
a man-made leather that defies you 
to tell it from lhe real lhing. This is 

your chance to pick up the hottest look today at 
a very reasonable price. Check out these 
features: Heavy duty Brass zippers; horizontal 
(zippered) and vertical front pockets; zippered 
left sleeve utility pocket; heavy duty knit cuffs 
and waistband; heavy weight pile collar; stylish 
epaulets on each shoulder; inside storm flap for 
wind resistance ; 100% nylon lining; 8-ounces 
polyester fill for warmth that doesn't weigh you 
down. This is the jacket taking America by 
storm ... don't miss out. Order yours TODAY for 
just $46.00 plus $3.00 shipping. Specify XS 
(30-32) , S (34-36), M (38-40), L (42-44) XL (46), 
and XXL (48-50) and be sure to tell us BLACK 
or BROWN color. 

STROBE LIGHT 

This emergency strobe can be seen up to FIVE 
MILES thanks lo Xenon Tube construction. 
Compact & lightweighl (about 6-oz.) security. 
Two models: 1) Portable "pin on" (powered by 
one D cell battery) and 2) "suction cup" model 
for use on boats, cars (operates off cigarette 
lighter). Both strobes are weather proof and 
made of tough plastic. SIXTY FLASHES per 
minute! Versatile applications for use in emer­
gency situations, ideal for military operations, 
signalling, etc. Al this low price keep one in 
every vehicle you own - $19.00 for one, with 
each additional unit $14.00 each postpaid. Mix 
and match models, your choice. 

That's right, !or only 
$46.00 you can hirle this 
aviator/racer watch . It's 
finished in handsome 
gunmetal black with 
matchingblackstainless 
steel band. The classic 
watch, because it has all 
The Right Stull - lrom 
its All Business outside 
to its high-tech electronic 

woikings. This is today's most popular watch - the perfect 
blend of history and s1yfe for men on the GO. Check out these 
features: Both Analog AND Digital time displays with luminous 
hands and numeral markers and LCD display: allows lor dual 
timezonesettings:has12/24European/Militarytimesettings; 
reads hours. minutes. seconds. AM/PM, month, date and day 
of '.Wek: has a daily alarm and hourly chime; has a one-hour 
stopwatch with 11100th second resolution : limes splits. laps, 
time-outs and 1st/2ndplacelinishes; has a rotary time ring 
bezel. is water resistant to 50 meters (165-leet): has a Ph year 
baltery: and mineral glass cry.;ta! so it will never scratch! PLUS 
the inlricate QUARTZ movement is accura1e 10 an amazing +/-
15 seconds a month. At $46.00 postpaid it's a deal. but save 
by buying two for S86.00 and save again when you order three 
for $120.00 postpaid . 

HIDING BOOK 
Protect your valuables 
With our 
Hiding 
Book 
$24 
postpaid 

One of the slickest places to secrete money 
has always been in a book. Think of how many 
books a thief would have to look through. And 
now you can hide larger things ... like a gun, or 
a box of jewelry ... many things. And you can 
carry your hidden object with you in one of the 
"Hiding Books". Full size book, random titles 
used, handmade, and velvet lined in red. 
Brand new books. With cover closed you can't 
tell from any other book. The space inside is 5 
x 8 inches. This is a top quality item. 

WORLD WAR II ACTION VIDEOS 

As Low 
As $9.99 each 

Buy one or buy all ten ... they're simply the finest WW II Action Videos ever made. Narrated by 
Ronald Reagan and James Stewart; directed by John Huston and Frank Capra. Order one video 
for $19.95 + $2.00 shipping; FIVE for $75.00 + $3.50 shipping ; ALL TEN for $99.90 + $5.00 
shipping. Choose from these titles: 
DIVIDE & CONQUER - Hitler's conquest of Europe by Frank Capra BATTLE OF BRITAIN -
England stands alone, by Frank Capra VICTORY AT SEA - U.S. subs in action + U.S. fighter 
planes in action, narrated by Ronald Reagan BATTLE OF RUSSIA - Chilling footage on the 
Eastern Front STILL WELL ROAD - Gen Joe Stillwell in jungles of Burma, narrated by Ronald 
Reagan THUNDERBOLT - narrated by James Stewart + BATTLE OF CHINA - NUREMBURG 
TRIALS - ATTACK IN THE PACIFIC - BATTLE OF SAN PIETRO/MARINES HAVE LANDED 

$63 postpaid 

50,000 VOL TS! 

The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun can protect you 
from attackers. STUN GUN will instantly 
"scramble" attacker's nervous system causing 
immediate (temporary) paralysis! By simply 
touching your attacker, even lhrough many 
layers of clothing, he will drop helpless. STUN 
GUN is not lethal and is safe to user. Cannot 
transmit shock back to you. Requires 9v nicad 
battery and charger, $16.00. The Nova is sold 
with a FREE leather holster for $63.00 post­
paid. This is the authentic American made 
product. Put 50,000 volts in the palm of your 
hand. Order today! 

TEAR GAS 
PENalyzer 

CS Tear Gas 
$8.95 

Looks like an ordinary ball point 
·-:- /pen, complete with pocket clip. 

\ But pull off the cap and you've 
got a potent punch of CS Tear 
GAS at your disposal. Wear 

gj PENalyzer in your shirt pocket 
~ and have unobtrusive security no 
i matter where you are. 8g aresol 

shoots disabling blast 6 to 8 feet . 
PENalyzer is filled in France by 
one of the world's oldest and 
largest manufacturers of chemi­
cals and equipment for 
police/military application s. 
Special Dutchman price of $8.95 
each or six for $29.00 postpaid . 
Hurry, supplies are limited on this 
very unique product. 

MACE® 
Don't mistake MACE with 
lesser tear gas aerosols. 
Chemical MACE delivers a 1 
potent punch of highly;>- ~, / 

puri fied CN tear gas to '~' 
incapacitate an assailant 
allov•ng you plenty of time to ' 
get away. MK-VI unit comes 
in individual gun'like case " 
with real trigger action . 
Unique. pistol grip allows quick hand orientation 
and sure act ion; attach to key-ring, purse or belt. 
Fires about 25 half-second bursts. Order one for 
$14.50 and SAVE by ordering six for S60.00. 
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SOVIETS AS 
SOURCES ... 

Sirs: 
I am disgusted at how 

gullible the U.S. news 
media is. Today the 
evening news showed 
scenes from an Afghan 
mujahideen attack on a 
Soviet air base in Kabul. 
According to the "news 
reporter," nine people 
were killed. The press 
accepted a Soviet .report 
that five of the dead 
were children. Now 
what would children be 
doing in a Soviet air 
force base, unless they 
are pilots? Which they 
may just be. 

Alex Mendez 
Calexico, 

California 

RANGER 
RANK 

WRONG ... 
Sirs: 

Your story 
"Operation Urgent 
Fury" (SOF Nov. '88) 
by Mark Adkin was very 
informative. 

On page 90 of the 
article, my brother Mark 
Rademacher is listed as 
a private. Mark, 
however, was a sergeant 
in the Rangers at this 
time. He was a proud 
American, and I'm sure 
he was honored to 
make the ultimate 
sacrifice. Could you 
print the correction? 

Peter 
Rademacher 

Attica, New York 

We took great care to 
get our facts straight on 
the Urgent Fury series, 
but inevitably, errors slip 
through. Consider the 
matter corrected and 
please accept our 
apology for the 
oversight 
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WHEN WE REALLY 
FELT ALIVE ... 

Sirs: 

FLAK 

Wish to tell you that the Parting Shot in SOF 
November 1988 by R. B. Anderson was just great. 

Anderson's comments about his service in 
Vietnam are exactly the same as I have of combat 
service in World War II and Korea. It was a time 
when we were really alive. You Vietnam vets have 
nothing to be ashamed of. They wouldn't let you 
fight to win. You are just as good as we who went 
into WW II and Korea and deserved better from our 
country. 

Russell E. Jones (SFC Ret.) 
Loogootee, Indiana 

~== 
ME'f, I 

STANDBVTME 
PRESIDENT'S POLiet 

IN NICARAGUA. 

START CONSERVATIVE 
ACTIVISTS MOVEMENT? . .. 

Sirs: 
In your October 1988 issue you mentioned both 

General Dozier's candidacy for Congress and B. 
Dalton's decision to cease carrying SOF, and 
encouraged readers to support the former and 
oppose the later. I have, in fact, done both by 
sending a small contribution to General Dozier's 
campaign and writing a letter of complaint to B. 
Dalton's. 

I want to thank you for bringing up these issues 
in SOF. Conservatives all too often feel that there is 
little they can do to change matters. While 
grumbling and cursing have a certain emotional 
satisfaction, it is far more useful to actually do 
something. We have to divorce the word "activist" 
from the left; a conservative activist movement has 
to be developed. A buck or two here, a few letters 
there times the half-million SOF readers can make 
a diff~rence. Please continue to provide the 
leadership you have shown over the years. 

Bryan R. Johnson 
Blacksburg, Virginia 

AUSSIES WERE 
GOOD ALLIES . .. 

Sirs: 
It was with great pleasure that I 

saw your article on Australians in 
Vietnam ("Deadly Day for Diggers," . 
SOF July 1988). It is rare to have 
the U.S. recognize its allies' efforts. 
As Lyndon Johnson said in 1962, 
"The Korean War was a 90 percent 
American effort and therefore all 
American." Thus when other people 
read the U.S. interpretation of world 
history, it tends to make them 
cautious, even wary, of so-called 
"allied" efforts. The lack of mention 
of one's allies, or at best as a 
footnote of history, tends to deter 
any future aid by friendly 
governments. 

It is strange then that you ended a 
good article on a typically uneventful 
Aussie patrol in 'Nam by stating that 
it suffered several KIA and WIA, and 
then comparing the overall 
Australian effort to the U.S. debacle. 

This requires a quantum leap in 
logic. It is also wrong. Unlike the 
U.S., Australian troops were not 
hamstrung by gutless politicians nor 
a hostile press at home. Although 
we used conscripts, they were 
closely selected so that only one in 
20 of those in the set age group (20 
to 24 years old) were sent. Their 
greater age than U.S. conscripts 
mitigated in favor of greater stability 
due to greater "life experience" per 
individual. Our army also had 
long-term experience in jungle 
warfare, having prior to Vietnam 
fought in Malaysia. In 'Nam we were 
given Phouc Tuy, and we held it. 

So please in the future try not to 
denigrate your "allies" just because 
their armies aren't as large or their 
buttons as shiny. They too can read. 

Steve G. Purtill 
Queensland, Australia 

SOF did not read the author's 
comment about Australian 
effectiveness against the VC!1VVA as 
denigrating. Daryl Henry, the author, 
is a Canadian who wrote for the 
Canadian and Australian press 
during the war. He was simply 
saying that SEA TO troops had as 
difficult a time with the enemy as did 
American units. /ncidently, most 
American troops in Vietnam were 
not draftees, over 74 percent were 
volunteers. 
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Looking For Some Fun, Travel and Adventure? Ready to Join With Other Free World Jumpers in 
the Camaraderie of Airborne? Then You're Ready for the International Association of Airborne Veterans' 

Fifth Annual Paratrooper Tour of Israel! 

This once-in-a-lifetime opportunity will put you in 
the air and under the canopy with the Airborne 
Forces of Israel. If you're a~ active, reserve or vet­
eran military airborne-qualified , static-line jumper, 
then you'll want to stand in the door for: 
• Ground training airborne refresher course and a 
static-line parachute jump from the historic C-47 
Dakota with Israeli paratroopers. 
• Your official Israeli armed forces jump wings and 
certificates awarded by a senior member of the 
Israeli army. This event is officially recognized by the 
Israeli government, and active duty and active 
reserve personnel will receive letters of authorization 
allowing them to wear these wings on their uniforms. 
• An Israeli army military briefing on the Middle East 
situation. 

29 MAY to 5 JUNE 1989 
• Banquets with army veterans and airborne staff. 
• Dfficial wreath-laying ceremonies at the Israeli 
Paratroopers Memorial. 
• Visit restricted military sites in Israel and on the 
Golan Heights and a hands-on display of captured 
Russian and German tanks. 
• Attend briefing at the "Good Fence" position 
between Israel and Lebanon. 
• Visit Holy sites in Jerusalem; Masada; Jericho; the 
Sea of Galilee; the Negev Desert and swim in the 
Dead Sea. 
This eight-day tour includes round-trip airfare from 
New York; ground transportation in Israel; deluxe 
hotel accommodations with breakfast; and most din­
ners; and all military and historic tours. 

Supplementary five-day tour in the Negev Desert 
with destination of Eilat on the Red Sea also 
available at extra cost. 
Airborne troops are first in, last out, so don't wait! 
Dnly 200 participants can be handled by our Israeli 
hosts, so we must make this a first-come, first­
served registration. You'll receive your complete 
information packet and itinerary as soon as possible. 
A $250" registration fee is required and must accom­
pany this form so that we can slot you on the 
manifest. ("Registration fee is refundable up until 60 
days prior to the tour.) 
Fill out the registration coupon below, and mail it 
with your cashier's check or money order made 
payable to: I.A.AV., Suite 181, 606 W. Barry Street. 
Chicago, IL 60657. 

OFFICIAL APPLICATION: 
ISRAEL '89 

THE TOTAL PACKAGE INCLUD­
ING AIRFARE AND ALL 
GROUND ARRANGEMENTS IS 
U.S. $2,285.00 PLUS $100 IN­
SURANCE. A $250.00 DEPOSIT 
IS REQUIRED WITH THIS AP­
PLICATION. MAKE CHECK PAY­
ABLE TO: l.A.A.V. SPACE IS 
LIMITED TO 200 JUMPERS. THE 
TRIP IS AVAILABLE ON A FIRST­
COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS. 

AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY! • r---------------------- . ·~ ---MAIL TO: l.A.A.V., SUITE 181 . · ' . , I 
606 W. BARRY STREET, CHICAGO, IL 60657 & I 
3121327-3120 .,,,...,,, · I 
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Name ___________ _ Military Branch ----------

Address _ __________ _ Serial# _ _ ___ Rank ____ _ 

City ____ __ State _ _ Zip Code _ _ Units of Airborne Service----- - - -

Telephone#_(---------- Dates of Service: From ____ To _ _ _ _ 

State of Health Awards and Badges -------- -

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I ---------------------• • • • • • ----~ 
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CHRISTIC 
TROUBLES ... 

Sirs: 
Apparently the recent editorial in 

SOF was correct, payback really 
hurts. The legal expenses incurred 
by the Christie Institute in their 
lawsuit were apparently sufficient to 
cause them to close down their L.A. 
office. While this is a good thing, 
General Singlaub and his advisors 
must go on the offensive to prevent 
them from regrouping. If there is a 
defense fund in existence to raise 
funds for a lawsuit againt the Christie 
Institute, please inform your readers. 

Roy C. Hofschneider 
Upland, California 

Yes, there is a defense fund (Gen. 
John K. Singlaub Defense Fund, c/o 
Friends of John K. Singlaub, 801 
Brickell Ave., Suite 1901, Miami, FL 
33131). Those SOF readers who 
can 't contribute funds can still strike 
a solid blow against the left by 
writing their congressmen and 
encouraging them to contact 
Representative Robert Doman 
(R-Calif.) to support his call for the 
IRS to revoke the tax-exempt status 
of the Christie Institute on the 
grounds that they are engaging in 
political activity and propaganda 
efforts on behalf of the left. 

SUPPORTING THE 
USA WITH ZEAL. .. 

Sirs: 
I was shocked to read in Flak 

(SOF July 1988) that the U.S. Navy 
Motion Picture Service would screen 
a Jane Fonda film aboard a U.S. 
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warship. Is this a case of someone's 
morbid sense of humor? What's 
next, Communist Party speeches? I 
totally support the letter writer in his 
stand. 

I remember during the Vietnam 
war those long-haired commie peace 
freaks spitting on our soldiers when 
they returned home, and it made 
me damn angry. And I'm just as 
angry, like the rest of patriotic New 
Zealanders, about our country's 
nuclear free Pacific policy. 

Our pinko leaders, who are 
controlled by the Greenpeace idiots, 
don't seem to realize that they are 
helping the advance of communism, 
or do they? 

Americans have the support of 
loyal New Zealanders everywhere 
and the admiration of those who 
fought alongside you in World War 
I, World War II, Korea and Vietnam. 
God bless you and your country. 

D. Kiwi 
Tauranga, New Zealand 

Several readers wrote letters to the 
Navy Motion Picture Service trying 
to get Jane Fonda films off US. 
Navy ships. What they got for their 
trouble is a stock "it's a free country 
and we don 't mind putting defense 
dollars into the pocket of traitorous 
bitches" Jetter. Rumor has it that 
Navy brass in charge of motion 
picture acquisition want to christen 
our next CV "Tokyo Rose. " This is 
an entirely unsubstantiated rumor 
and probably not true. 

AGIFT 
FROM MURDERERS ... 

Sirs: 
I'm not sure if this has made 

national news, but the citizens of 
Boulder, Colorado, have just been 
bequeathed a teahouse from one of 
our Marxist "sister cities," 
Dushanbe, USSR. For those of you 
not following the war in Afghanistan, 
Dushanbe is the staging area for 
Soviet bombers flying air strikes 
against targets in Afghanistan. These 
targets are primarily civilian, as 
military ones don' t exist, except 
perhaps in Pakistan (whose air space 
they violate on a daily basis). 

Boulder's Sister City program has 
linked our town with such other 
notable locations as Lhasa, Tibet, 
and Jalapa, Nicaragua, and I'm sick 
to death of local governments 
fashioning their own foreign policy 
initiatives. They should represent 
their electorates' views, not their 
own. Look at the facts: 
• The Soviet Union is waging a 

campaign of genocide against the 
Afghan people. 

• Afghanistan has, by conservative 
estimates, suffered one million 
casualties directly attributable to the 
Soviet invasion. 

• Children by the thousands have 
been killed and maimed by the 
Russians' indiscriminate bombing, 
mining and executions. 

• Communism as practiced by the 
Soviet Union has resulted in a 
ruthlessly brutal regime that has 
killed more of its own people than 
any other in recorded history, 
including the Nazis. 
Should any city government in 

America be associated with these 
murderers? Much less should it have 
a brother/sister relationship with 
them, and should we allow them to 
buy our friendship with 
blood-stained gifts? Soon we'll have 
city councilpersons accepting gifts 
from war criminals. Ovens from 
Auschwitz, anyone? 

T. M. M. 
Boulder, Colorado 

We understand your outrage - and 
are right behind you. It's curious to 
us that so many sister city programs 
around the country form their 
"meaningful relationships" with 
towns under totalitarian, Marxist 
regimes. 

LETTERS 
Your input has made FLAK 

one of SOF's most popular 
columns. Write and tell us your 
opinion of SOF or any subject 
you consider worth our readers' 
attention. We reserve the right 
to edit for content and brevity. 
Send letters to FLAK, c/o SOF, 
PO Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. ~ 
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Genuine, 
Automatic And 
Completely Finished 
Sold In Legal Kit Form * 

Model #702 Full Auto* Panther 
Heavy duty and built to stay that way, the Model 702 utilizes a 
cam-spring activator within Its large contoured _grip. Touch the 
button and it delivers a finely honed blade of mil-spec stainless 
steel. Instantly retractable. A full 9 Inches. 

~Now thru December sale priced at $14.95 

Model #817 Full Auto * Lever Hunter 
The gleaming brass and polished rosewood handle conceals a 
spring loaded blade of Rockwell hardened brushed stainless 
steel. Touch the lever, and the blade arcs out with a flash, and 
locks Into eight Inches of elegant and rugged knife. $39.95 

~ On sale thru Decemberonly .......... $19.95 

Model #860 Full Auto* Stealth 
Midnight black, High Impact Mii-Spec ABS Resin handle pro­
vides light-weight yet heavy-duty action. Touch the button and a 
sleek blade of Vanadium Stainless Steel leaps out, ready for any 
situation. Front opening and Instantly Retractable. 8'h" 

~On sale thru December only . . $14.95 

Model " 120 Full Auto * The Sicilian 
Beautlfully Handcrafted In Italy, the classic lines of the Model 
120 have earned a reputation from the hills of Corsica to the 
asphalt jungles of New York. This truly collectible knife features 
Swiss steel guards, full brass liners, deep-swirl pearlescent 
grips. Touch the button and out arcs a flashing, sleek blade of 
heavy gauge razor sharp Chromex steel. 8314 " Model # 120 

Supplies guaranteed only thru March '89. $49.95 

•Attn. collector and Sportsmen: Though legal in pans form. in certain areas the 
completlon of these kits may violate certain laws. Please check your area before 
ordering or assembling, as compliance wilh any such law is the purchaser's 
responsibill!y 

The Minuteman Model #434 Full 
Auto* Now Free. 
The unique, classic design of the Minuteman 
Full Auto traces Its history to Germany, where i t 
was first seen in 1895. Handforged of European 
steel and Mexican Rosewood, the precise full· 
auto action snaps out a clip point blade of 
polished and beveled 440· stainless steel. Over 
8" of serious knife. 

Normally $29.95 Now yours FREE with 
any of the above! 

Also Freel The New 1989 Edg e Company Catalog ••• 
125 Incredible kn/lfes In b lazing color. 

Call Toll Free 1-800-445-1021 
EDGE HOTLINE SEVEN DA YS A WEEK. 

P.O. BOXB26 
BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301 

TO ORDER 
CALL TOLL-FREE 
1-800-445-1021 

OR SEND TO: ,- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -, 
THE EDGE COMPANY SF1 I 

P.O. eox B26, eRAnLEso110·. vr 
1 05301 E-:-3 1-a oo.445.1021 c;c : 

Gentlemen, please RUSH the following: 
(check proper boxes) 

OModel 702 DModel 81 7 DModol 860 OModol 120 
Qty__ Qty._ Qty_ Qty._ 

OYea, please also rush my FREE Full Auto Model • 

434 M\nuteman. 

Add $1 .50 Per Kit Shipping and Handling 

OCheck or Money order Enclosed S-----

D MasterCard 111 Exp. Cate...__ 

OVlsa Card ,..,, Exp. Date __ 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE IP 

I Certify That I Am Over 18 Years of Age. 

Signature------------

I 

Police & Mtlltary must send photocopy ol l.D. I 
to rece ive 15% dlecount. ________ _:_ _______ , 

EDGE COMPANY KNIVES ARE GUARANTEED FOR LIFE 



WHEN my sons asked me, "What 
did you do in the big war, Daddy?" I 
answered truthfully: " I spent World 
War II flying Corsairs and yelling, 'Red 
One, you' re clear! ' and 'Red One, 
break right! ' or 'Red One, break left!" ' 
Red One was Captain Kenneth A. 
Walsh, Congressional Medal of Honor 
winner and killer of 21 Japanese Zero 
fighter planes. 

Even in wartime, we Marines prac­
ticed tactics. And I could whip Walsh 
10 for 10 in a practice dogfight, so 
naturally I asked why I couldn't shoot 
down just one or two. After all, I was a 
20-year-old second lieutenant (know it 
all) , and he was an "ancient" 32-year­
old captain with an inch or two of fat 
hanging over his belt. 

His answer was always the same: 
"We Marines have to keep our name 
in the headlines back in the States for 
recruiting purposes.'' His real mission, 
though, with tacit approval of higher 
headquarters, was to catch Army Air 
Corps pilot Richard I. Bong, who had 
40 kills. Marine ace Gregory "Pappy" 
Boyington, before his string ended 
with his being shot down and cap­
tured, had 28 kills. Marine Joe Foss 
was stateside, probably forced to go on 
a War Bond-selling tour; he had 26 
kills. And so it was up to Ken Walsh, on 
his second tour of duty, to keep the 
Marines' banner flying high. 

Bong was in the Pacific with us, so 
we were familiar with his P-38 Light­
ning exploits. David S. McCampbell, 
U.S. Navy, was also in the Pacific and 
had 34 kills, but we weren't chasing 
him. Maybe because he was a fellow 
Naval aviator. If communications were 
better, we might have been chasing 
Army Air Corps pilot Francis S. Bag­
reski, who had only31 kills with his P-47 
Thunderbolt But he was in Europe, so 
we didn't hear much about him. 

In retrospect, I should have realized 
that "recruiting" was a weak excuse 
for building up the kills of an already 
genuine war hero. After all, Congres­
sional Medal of Honor winners return­
ing for a second tour weren' t exactly a 
dime-a-dozen. Keeping morale up in 
the combat zone and on the home 
front would have been a more rational 
and honest reason. Recruiting was no 
problem at home. Choice billets such 
as aviator were over-subscribed. I had 
to wait two months after passing all 
tests and being accepted before I was 
called to active duty in 1942. 

Every family with sons was extreme­
ly proud when they joined up. Those 
whose sons were 4-F and exempt from 
service actually acted ashamed and 
embarrassed. Fathers wondered if they 
had defective genes to have sired physi­
cally unqualified sons who had to suffer 
the disgrace of rejection. We bought 
War Bonds, not savings bonds. We had 
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I WAS THERE 
by Steve Furimsky, Jr. 

Of Aces and Wingmen 

Members of VMF-222 (author 
kneeling on left) enjoy a photo 
opportunity with members of a USO 
tour including, among others, Irving 
Berlin (second from right). F4U 
Corsair can be seen in background. 
Photo: Courtesy Steve Furimsky, Jr. 

a War Department, not a Defense De­
partment Anyone caught defecting to 
Sweden to avoid fighting would have 
been lynched. People accepted ration­
ing of food and gas and even a 35 mph 
speed limit to save rubber. They saved 
their tin cans, which were sent to Detroit 
to build tanks, trucks and jeeps on for­
mer automobile assembly lines. Every 
serviceman was a hero; those not in 
service told us, "If I were just a few 
years younger, I'd be in there right be­
side you." No, recruiting was not a 
problem. Volunteering and patriotism 
were in. 

I think Captain Walsh did a job on 
the generals and colonels at Wing 
headquarters. Consequently, he had 
permission to act independently of our 
squadron, to the profound consterna­
tion of our CO, Major Hal Harwood. 
We flew several two-plane missions 
from Okinawa to Japan specifically to 
look for the training fields of Kamikazi 
pilots, who didn't have much flying 
experience, where kills could be built up 
in a hurry. We took off with three full 
auxiliary fuel tanks and jettisoned them 
as they emptied. That allowed us to 
arrive over Japan with full internal 
tanks, permitting us to engage in high­
performance dogfights and still have 
enough fuel to return to base. 

Still, we never found a training field 
that afforded us a turkey shoot. In fact, 

our only kill ended up as Walsh's 21st. 
We were coming home when just 
north of the northern tip of Okinawa 
we saw a Zero flying at wavetop, 
bracketed by two Corsairs at about a 
thousand feet. All three were going 
balls-out. When that Zero reached the 
mainland he would have to tum. Either 
way he went would put him under one 
Corsair which would simply have to 
nose over to gain speed, close and 
splash him. 

We were at about 12,000 feet and 
Walsh said to me, "You' re always 
bitching about not getting to shoot, so 
go down there and splash that Zeke." I 
had to beg off. I was down to about 15 
or 20 gallons of gas and counting on 
fumes to get me home. He sent me off 
alone as he went down and splashed 
that Zero, literally from under the 
noses of those two Corsairs. Those 
pilots were so pissed it took three days 
for them to confirm his kill. I heard they 
did it then only under duress. 

Meanwhile, I made an idle descent, 
called the tower and asked for landing 
instructions. Tower said our airfield 
was under attack, and they were 
broadcasting from their bunker, but if 
the strip wasn't potholed, I was on my 
own to land. I lowered gear and flaps, 
and - with the airstrip in sight- I got 
jumped by two Zeros. One settled on 
my ass and started dinging me with 
short bursts. I was looking into my rear 
view mirror, watching blue-red flashes 
spitting out of his guns, when out of 
nowhere came Bob Rouse in his Cor­
sair and turned him into an orange 
fireball. 

Another zero moved into my six 
o'clock and let off a burst. Then he saw 
Bob completing a high wing-over and 
head for him at about a three-quarter/ 
head-on angle. He broke off to the left, 
and Bob had him smoking almost im­
mediately, when another Corsair that I 
never saw blew him out of the sky. I 
massaged my heart from my throat 
back down to its normal position, land­
ed, turned into a grass patch, shut 
down before I ran dry, got out and laid 
in a ditch, and watched one hell of a 
dogfight above the strip and over the 
ships in the harbor. Those ships were 
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~ ~ 
~~ovo~~ VIDEO LIBRARY OF THE PROFESSIONAL ~~~'9~~ 

;~Q~ *BODYGUARD* 0~~~ 
MEN AND WOMEN EVERYWHERE NOW HAVE THE OPPORTUNITY TO ENTER THE EXCITING AND PROFITABLE 
FIELD OF THE PROFESSIONAL BODYGUARD. PRESENTED BY AMERICA'S PREMIER BODYGUARD ORGANIZATION, 
MARTIAL ARTS SECURITY SERVICE, INC. THE FOLLOWING 25 TAPES INCLUDE ALL REQUIREMENTS NEEDED TO 
BECOME A RECOGNIZED BODYGUARD. OFFICIAL DIPLOMAS AND CERTIFICATION AVAILABLE UPON 
COMPLETION. TAKE PRIDE IN YOUR ABILITIES AND BE REWARDED FINANCIALLY BY BECOMING A MEMBER OF 
THE WORLD'S FINEST BODYGUARD SCHOOL. WHETHER FULL OR PART TIME, A CAREER AS A PROFESSIONAL 
BODYGUARD IS WAITING FOR YOU. GET STARTED TODAY! 

1. Professional Bodyguard An Introduction 
An overview and Insight Into the profession of personal pro­
tection by William S. Ungerman, President of Martial Arts 
Security Service Inc., the premier bodyguard formation In the 
world. THIS IS WHERE IT BEGINS. 
ORDER #GUARD I .......... REG. $59.95 ......... LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

2. Bodyguarding And The Law 
Examines In-depth the critical area of the legal and moral 
responsibilities of the pro bodyguard Including concealed 
weapon laws and deadly force use. CRITICAL INFORMATION. 
ORDER #GUARD 2 ......•... REG. $59.95 ........•• LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

3. Terrorist Threat To Bodyguard Opera­
tions 
A thorough examination of the terrorist phenomenon as It al· 
facts the professional -yguard. Covers terrorist organize· 
lion, capabilities, origination, and tactics. STUNNING 
MATERIAL. 
ORDER #GUARD 3 .......... REG. $59.95 .......... LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

4. Bodyguard Combat Shotgun 
A dynamic tape on the employment of the fighting shotgun In 
bodyguard, police, and other combat roles. This video Is lull 
of hitherto unavailable "tips and tactics" and provides a 
complete training regimen for the bodyguard trainee. NOT 
FOR THE FAINT OF HEART! 
ORDER #GUARD 4. . . . . REG. $59.95 .......... LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

5. Bodyguard Combat Pistol Craft 
Tips, tactics, and combat pointers for maximizing your poten­
tial In a gunfight. Pro -yguard instructors will take you 
through live fire exercises that will give you the edge In any 
deadly encounter. THIS TAPE WILL MAKE YOU A SURVIVOR! 
ORDER #GUARD 5 .......... REG. $59.95 ......•••. LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

6. Bodyguard Firearm Weaponry Vol. I 
This tw<Hape set Includes a special look at revolvers, pistols, 
assault rifles, and automatic weapons that are available to -
and may oppose ·the pro -yguard. LOTS OF COMBAT AC· 
TION: INCREDIBLE WEAPON ARRAYS. 
Tape 1 • Handguns 
ORDER #GUARD 6 ......... REG. $59.95 ......... LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

7. Bodyguard Firearm Weaponry Vol. II 
TAPE 2 • Assault Rifles a Automatic Weapons 
ORDER #GUARD 7 .......... REG. $59.95 ...••..... LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

8. Bodyguard Survival 
Staying alive In the profession! A critical video In the series. 
This tape will reveal the essence of -yguard tactics as well 
as cover psychological a philosophical aspects. IF YOU'RE 
SERIOUS ABOUT BODYGUARDING, DON'T MISS THIS ONE! 
ORDER #GUARD 8 .......... REG. $59.95 .......... LIMITED OFFER 49.95 

9. Client Protection Techniques Vol. I 
A rare Insight Into those special 'tactics and consummate 
skills the pro -yguard employs In the defense of the client. 
These tapes will take you "live" on location for maximum Im· 
pact and visual effect. Watch and learn from "The Bodyguard 
Elite." Two volume set. 
Tape 1. Bodyguard Protective Formation; Establishing the 
Security Post; Working the Principal. 
ORDER #GUARD 9 ...•...... REG. $59.95 .......... LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

10. Client Protection Techniques Vol. II 
Tape 2. Route Recons; Site Surveys; Estate Security; The Sale 
House. 
ORDER #GUARD ID. . ...... REG. $59.95 ......... LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

11. Bodyguard Special Purpose 
Non-Lethal Weapons Vol. 1 

This info-packed set covers chemical defense and electronic 
stun weapons as well as Impact and control devices. You will 
receive Instruction on the defensive flashlight, Yawara, 
Kubotan, Tear Gas, laser, various batons, as well as the Ton­
ia, Nunchaku, and other weapons. 
Vol. I • Chemical a Electronic Stun Weapons 
ORDER #GUARD II.. ....... REG. $59.95 ......... LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

12. Bodyguard Special Purpose 
Non-Lethal Weapons Vol. II 

Vol. II • Impact Striking, Restraint a Control Devices. 
ORDER #GUARD 12 ......... REG. $59.95 ......... LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

13. Detention, Control 
And Search Techniques 

Spectacular look at special techniques to control, search, and 
restrain. Also covers an examination of your legal right to de­
tain, use force, search, cuff, etc. For Bodyguards, Police, 
Security. 
ORDER #GUARD 13. . . . . . . . REG. $59.95. . ...... LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

14. Bodyguard Combatives 
and Self Defense 

Street-proven effective techniques used by the world's finest 
pro bodyguards. Here Is a complete look at refined military 
hand to hand and martial arts techniques speclflcally applied 
for the personal protection professional • you! 
ORDER #GUARD 14 ......... REG. $59.95 ......... LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

15. Bodyguard Weapon Retention 
And Takeaway Techniques 

The secrets of the "Executive's Own Secret Service" as they 
show you how to keep your own weapons while taking-away 
the opposition's and defending the principal. This Is the or· 
chestrated violence of the protection profession In action. 
ORDER #GUARD 15 .•......• REG. $59.95 ... , ..... LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

16. Women In Bodyguarding 
The "deadlier of the species" In an ever-expanding role In 
what was once an exclusive male domain. Find out how and 
why. 
ORDER #GUARD 16 ......... REG. $59.95 ........ LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

17. Bodyguard Ambush Countermeasures 
(Two Volume Set) Vol. I 

The dymamlcs of "client transfers In the kill zone", "combat 
from vehicles", target recognition and acquisition techni­
ques, Immediate threat assessment, the "Bootlegger" and 
"J" turns from high-speed vehicles, and the deadly drill 
against ambush, plus much more, Is ail here. THIS tape set Is 
without peer, and absolutely the finest demonstration of 
close range combat, ambush extraction, and survival tactics 
ever seen. The terrorist ambush Is "mass murder at point 
blank range." Survive It and win with this two-tape set. II It's 
action you crave, this Is sensory overload! 
Vol. I • The vehicle as a defensive shield; Target acquisition, 
recognition, and sequencing; Combat lrom Vehicles; Road 
block bustln' and much more. 
ORDER #GUARD 17 ......•.. REG. $59.95 ........ LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

18. Bodyguard Ambush Countermeasures 
(Two Volume Set) Vol. II 

Vol. II· Bodyguard driving skills; Client transfers In the KZ; In· 
dlvidual a team duties: Ambush suppression; Terrorist tac· 
tics In the urban ambush. 
ORDER #GUARD 18 ... REG. $59.95 ......... LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

19. Bodyguarding- Beyond Techniques 
Martial Arts Security Service, Inc. pro -yguard Tom Muzlla 
will take you "beyond technique" Into mental and physical 
conditioning. This Is the finest preparation and maintenance 
program available for both trainees and practitioners. 
ORDER #GUARD 19 •........ REG. $59.95 •..•.•... LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

20. The Bomb Threat To 
Vehicles and Personnel 

The terrorist penchant for killing Impersonally with bombs 
makes this tape mandatory. You'll learn how to deal effective­
ly and premptorily with vehicle bombs and package ex­
plosives. 
ORDER #GUARD 20 ......... REG. $59.95 •........ LIMITED OfFER $49.95 

21. Bodyguarding -
Perspectives & Reflections 

Wiiiiam S. Ungerman, President of the bodyguard formation 
regarded as the Excaliber of protective organizations, talks 
Informally and Informatively about his career In The Proles· 
slon. His Insights, recommendations, and product reviews 
will go a long way towards understanding the career poten­
tials offered by bodyguardlng. 
ORDER #GUARD 21 ......... REG. $59.95. . . . . . . . LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

22. Bodyguard Weapons 
Care and Maintenance 

Take care of your weapons and they'll take care of you; 
neglect them and ... This tape will Instruct you In the proper 
techniques of care, cleaning and field maintenance of all 
classes of weapons from revolvers to machine guns. 
ORDER #GUARD 22 •........ REG. $59.95 ......•.. LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

23. Bodyguard Trauma Management 
From gunshot and knife wounds to the Heimlich technique 
and CPR, this tape will take you through those emergency 
field first aid procedures that will save the client's • or you • 
Ille. This Is combat medical aid when you don't have 
paramedics! 
ORDER #GUARD 23 ......... REG. $59.95 ......... LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

24. Bodye:uard Operations 
You've gone ihrough the training tapes .In the Bodyguard 
Academy series. Now It's time to take your skills out on the 
street as you "go tactical" with the Bodyguard Elite pro 
bodyguard team. You will pick up Iha prfnclpal at lhe airport 
and then conduct a lull -yguard operation, applying the 
skills you've learned In this tape series. Beautiful Clients. 
Blazing gunfights. Karate battles. This program Is the payolll 
ORDER #GUARD 24 ......... REG. $59.95 ......... LIMITED OffER $49.95 

25. Bodyguard Final Exam Review 
And Test Preparation 

This tape will !eke you through a complete, detailed survey of 
the Bodyguard Academy curriculum with a particular locus 
on the examination for credential. Upon completion of this 
video review, and In conjunction with the Instructional tapes 
In the Academy series, this video will prepare you to take Mar· 
tlel Arts Security Service, Inc's Bodyguard final exam. 
ORDER #GUARD 25 .•.•••... REG. $59.95 •.......• LIMITED OFFER $49.95 

·· 1 •ALL v10EosG1JA"Rimfioro eeo"F f'He Hio'HE"sr iiRoF'Ess10N'ArauA"LiTYi E°AcH-TiPi A'PP'RoXiM"ArETY&oMiN. c5RT6NoEFi iNtE"NGiti* 1 
OCheck For FREE Catalog · Over 300 TIUes. r - - - - - * A LIFELONG INVESTMENT IN SKILL a KNOWLEDGE * I 

CHECK TAPES WANTED I VIPER I * Must Include $3.00 shipping for each tape gl 
~ ~S p ~ET\ ~PAL5 D I VIDEO : Payment: DCheck OMO DVisa DMC . DAm. Exp. ~I 

~: B 1: D s: D 9: D 10: D : ~~~g~ I ~~:.:~ (print) ~ l 
11.D 12.0 13.0 14.0 15.D $1000 I -, 

CREDIT CARD HOLDERS ORDER TOLL 16. 0 17. 0 18. 0 19. 0 20. 0 I • 1 City: 1:! 1 
FREE, 7 DAYS. 24 HOURS A DAY! 21. D 22. D 23. 0 24. D 25. D I v::'ATVls':.· 1 state: Ip: w 
1-800-332-4442 D BODYGUARD SPECIAL! I DRllHHR.UMIT Phone: ) ~I 

ORDER ALL 25 TAPES PAY FOR ONLY 16 - I OllE PER TAPE II Credit Card No.: we I 
DUTSIDEU.S. CALL 1-714-498-7765 G OOOillOTAPPLY 

ET 9 FREE! YOU SAVE $450.00! ENCLOSE I m OllER CJFERS. I Expiration Date: -1 
•U.S. CunencyOnly •NO coo·s •CHECKS HELD UNTIL CLEARED ONLY $875."' FOR COMPLm SET. PRICE I I 
ou1smws. MUST TRIPLE SHIPPING cosTs INCLUDES SHIPPING & HANDLING. - - - - - ...J Signature: I --------------------------------------------------------------

VIPER VIDEO, INC. 
P.O. BOX 5226 

SAN CLEMENTE, CA 92672 



putting up some heavy flak, but I 
thanked God that our guys were flying . 
through it to get at those Zeros. 

When it was over and planes started 
landing and taxiing into revetment 
areas, I walked back to our ready 
room. Ken Walsh was in and had 
already told them what happened at 
the north end of the island. Since I had 
not returned, they assumed the worst. 
When I got to the ready room, I was 
asked where the hell I came from, as 
they thought I was dead. I said, "Not 
hardly." John Wayne borrowed that 
phrase from me and later used it in one 
of his movies. Honest, I heard him say 
it in Big Jake. 

After Charles A. Lindbergh died, it 
was reported that he flew combat mis-

sions with Marines in World War II, 
even though he was a civilian. Over the 
next few months, letters-to-the-editor 
columns in newspapers blossomed 
with names of about 200 guys who 
claimed they flew with him on those 
hops. Here, to the best of my recollec­
tion, is the real story. Around April 
1945, VMF-222 was flying out of 
Samar, Philippines. One day we were 
called together in the ready room and 
told that Charles Lindbergh was to 
come in and fly with us. Although a 
civilian, he wanted to fly a bombing 
hop in a Corsair, as he was a special 
consultant to Chance-Vought, the air­
plane's builder, and wanted to report 
on the plane's characteristics as a dive­
bomber. This hop was to be consid-

And it's affordable. 
One look tells you the new TEC-22 

Scorpion is hot. Dramatic. Innovative. 
But its best feature may be the one 
you don't see. 

The price tag. 
Designed and built with computers 

and space-age materials, the Scorpion 
offers the latest technology in a pistol 
that's amazingly inexpensive to own 
and operate. 

Complete with its own, hard plastic 
carrying case for handy storage and 
travel, the Scorpion is light and com­
pact, easy to carry and maneuver. 

And fu ll of features- only 3 compo­
nent pan s, a 30 round magazine that 
can be "jungle clipped" to 60, ambi­
dextrous safety and operating lever, 
storage grip. 

• . . . (lntratec) mokesaguntbat 
doesn't cost an arm and a leg, yet func­
tions with impeccable reliability. " 

-Jerry Ahem, 
Petersen's Handguns 
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The TEC-22 Scorpion is fun and 
affordable. 

And hot. 
See the Scorpion at your local 

dealer today. 

Look for our rugged and affordable 
TEC-9 series. 

t·l)INTRATECI 
12405 S.W. 130th St. 
Miami, Florida 33186 

ered top secret hush-hush, as it was 
against somebody's laws for civilians to 
fly in combat (CIA types must get a 
chuckle out of that). If by sheer bad 
luck we lost Lindbergh, it would be 
considered a national catastrophy. Af­
ter much ado as to who would fly with 
him, it was decided that it would be an 
eight-plane hop with Ken Walsh as 
leader. Lindbergh was to fly in my 
wingman slot, and I was to fly tail-end 
Charlie. 

Lindbergh, however, would have 
nothing to do with that arrangement. 
He insisted that he fly as tail-end Char­
lie, the better to observe our forma­
tions and tactics. Everyone knew that 
the last plane in a run stood more 
chance of being hit than the first. The 
brass were very uncomfortable with 
this arrangement, but Lindbergh's 
view prevailed. Our mission was to 
bomb a known enemy daytime 
bivouac area at bottom of a deep gully, 
whose position had been transmitted 
to us by the Filipino Guerrilla Radio 
Network on Negros Island. The hop 
was uneventful, except that I had a 
hung bomb. I made a second pass and 
dropped it, bomb rack and all, and we 
returned to base. We were all sworn to 
secrecy again; Mr. Lindbergh thanked 
us all and called us ' 'real professionals'' 
and left after that one hop. 

Our mail was heavily censored for 
some time to assure that none of us 
bragged to mom and pop about flying 
with the famous Lone Eagle. Time 
dims memory, and I don't recall exact­
ly who all was on this hop or in what 
position they flew, other than Walsh, 
Lindbergh and myself, but the names 
Frank Stratton, Bobby Welsh, Red 
Lindner, Howard Scheue, and Hugh 
Winnell come to mind. At the time, the 
only Marine aviation units with Cor­
sairs were at Samar and Zamboanga, 
Mindanao, so unless Lindbergh went 
down to Mindanao and flew missions 
with 190 or so other guys, that's all 
there was to it! 

I have reminisced unashamedly 
about the good old days when great 
aviators, often against great odds, just 
bored in, flew right up the enemy's 
butt, killed him, and then dodged the 
debris: Bong (Army) , McCampbell 
(Navy), Boyington, Foss and Walsh 
(Marines). I name only those, knowing 
there were others, mostly because they 
were ones we discussed daily in our 
ready room bull sessions. No slight to 
other great fighter pilots is intended. 

But let's also hear it for the unsung 
wingmen of these great top-gun fighter 
jocks. Their dedication, ability, forti­
tude and just plain guts were no less 
than those who got headlines and 
credit. To paraphrase a golden-oldie: 
"They also serve who stand on the 
rudder pedals and yell, 'Red One, 
break left!' " ~ 
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ARMED FOR ACTION 
T-SHIRTS 

TO ORDER- CALL 1-800-234-4647 TOLL FREE 

G-82 - Bad to the Bone 
G-88 - Fear No Evil 
G-93 - Terrorists Are Sick 
H-15 - U.S.M.C. 

G-84 - Waste Em All 
G-89 - Death Is Certain 
G-94 - The Strong Survive 
J-59 - U.S. Marine Corps ... 

G-85 - America Love It ... 
G-90 - God Guns Guts 
G-96 - Fight Crime 
J-60 - Born To Kill 

G-86 - Live Free Or Die 
G-91 - Have Gun Will Travel 
G-98 - Gun Control 
J-61 - Death Before .. . 

G-87 - Gun Control Sucks 
G-92 - Brave Men Only ... 
H-10 - U.S. Navy Ships 
J-69 - Armed and Deadly 

- - - - - - ANY SHIRT ONLY-$11.95 PLUS-$1 }>opos-TAGE & HANDLING PER SHIRT- - - - - -
ORDER SIX OR MORE SHIRTS & WE PAY ALL SHIPPING COSTS! 

QUANTITY SHIRT# SIZE 

T-shirts available In S, M, L, XL. 
$1 each postage 

and handling 
Out of country orders add $3.00. WA State res. add 
C.O.D. orders $2 more. 7.8% Sales Tax 

TOTAL 
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AMOUNT CALL 1-800-234-464 7 OR 
MAIL TO: SPOKANE INNOVATIONS 
2711 E. SPRAGUE SPOKANE, WA 99202 
PAYMENT: 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 CHECK ENCLOSED 0 C.O.D. 
CARD# _________ ~ Expires ____ _ 
NAME _________________ ~ 

ADDRESS ________________ ~ 

CITY _______ _ STATE ___ ZIP ___ _ 

PHONE( 
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Brn~DING A 
BECKER KNIFE 

As knife connoisseurs everywhere 
will testify, you can never have too 
many knives. This is a good thing, 
since so-called "new" and 
"revolutionary" knives cross my 
desk every week. Considering that 
blades have been with us in one 
form or another since the stone age, 
one might think little innovation is 
possible in knife design. Machax 
designer Ethan Becker begs to differ. 
His blade, while not revolutionary, is 
certainly evolutionary, incorporating 
aspects of several legendary blades 
to create a new classic. 

Since the demise of Blackjack 
Knives, their Mamba (Adventure 
Quartermaster, SOF October '87) 
has become unavailable. This opens 
the door for Machax, which is a 
virtual look-alike of both the Mamba 
and the Gurkha's famed kukri, 
though an improved version. 

Made of American 4140 chrome 
moly steel and featuring a Zytel (a 
virtually unbreakable plastic 
compound) handle, Machax was 
designed with versatility foremost in 
mind. Hand-in-hand with versatility 
comes compromise, however, and 
Machax has certainly made some. 
It's too short in its machete role, a 
bit light as a hand axe, and too large 
and bulky for casual carry. 

On the plus side, Machax is all but 
unbreakable and comes with a 
lifetime guarantee against breaking. 
It's a black finish 9 1/2-inch full-tang 
design, treated with graphite 
enhanced phosphate to resist 
corrosion and discoloration. It chops, 
pries and hammers adequately and 
gets top marks for all-around use, 
which is what it was designed for. 
The nylon sheath is a well thought 
out marvel that's functional without 
being gimmicky. 

Machax rates five stars and even 
at $129.00 (including sheath) is 
worth the money. A one-ounce 
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ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE 

lighter version called Warrior 
Machax is also available. Contact 
Becker Knife & Tool, Dept. SOF, 
PO Box 44179, Cincinnati, OH 
45244; phone (513) 231-9446. 

Sw1FTKILL 
SILENT KILL 

First time I fired Break Free's new 
Linear Bow I put an arrow clear 
through an unopened 80-pound 
sack of concrete mix on which my 
intended target was stacked. While 
less than impressed with my 
marksmanship, the speed with which 
the arrow passed through the 
hard-packed gray powder left 
onlookers stunned. A bow that 
achieves this kind of penetration 
with an ordinary target arrow 
deserves a look. 

Crossbow hunting, and to a 
greater extent, bow hunting 
generally enjoy a substantial 
following worldwide. Linear Bow 
could well revolutionize this popular 
sport. It incorporates advantages of 
both bow and crossbow and 
sacrifices little in the process. In 
appearance it resembles a crossbow, 
but instead of firing short bolts it 
fires regular-sized arrows. This gives 
Linear Bow the speed advantage 
offered by crossbow bolts, up to 275 
feet per second, and the 
accuracy/stability inherent in longer 
projectiles. 

Linear Bow Model 220 weighs 7 
112 pounds, is 36 inches long and 8 
inches wide, features an adjustable 
buttstock that can be configured to 
fit almost anyone comfortably and 
costs $295.00. A smaller Model 200 
is available for $255.00. 

Both versions can be equipped 
with accessories ranging from 
attachable quivers to scope mounts 
and various strength power bands. 
Linear Bow's applications for special 
operations use should not be 

by Tom Slizewski 

overlooked. Armed with hunting-tip 
arrows, Linear Bow becomes a 
deadly, and silent, weapon. 

Contact Break Free for further 
details at: Dept. SOF, 1035 South 
Linwood Ave., Santa Ana, CA 
92705-4396; phone (714) 
953-1900. 

Box THAT BARKS 
It's halfway between bedtime and 

alarm time when you hear the mad 
barking of what sounds to be a rabid 
German Shepherd in your house -
and you don't own a dog. You 
panic for an instant, but soon realize 
it's Radar Watchdog tirelessly on the 
job. 

• ' 
Radar Watchdog is a novel new 

home security item from RAM 
products; think of it as the home 
equivalent to a field listening post. In 
a nutshell, Radar Watchdog is a 
radar device that emits a barking 
sound when movement is detected 
within a pre-set range, which varies 
from 2 to 10 feet to its front. All 
electronics necessary to bring Radar 
Watchdog to life are contained in a 
7 1/2-inch high by 6-inch wide metal 
box. Watchdog is user-friendly and 
requires little of you: just set the 
activation range and volume and 
plug it in. Since it's activated by 
radar, most walls and obstacles don' t 
hinder its effectiveness. Just face it in 
the direction you want it to watch 
and, voila, instant security. 

Granted, Radar Watchdog won' t 
provide companionship or fetch 
ducks, but it won't leave little 
surprises in your yard either. Retail 
price is $179.00, but Adventure 
Quartermaster readers who act now 
pay only $135.00. 

Contact RAM, Dept. SOF, 8306 
Wilshire Blvd. #10, Beverly Hills, CA 
90211 ; phone (213)559-1988. ~ 
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S!UN .GlJNS 
ti;< GUARDIAN secti~ity Products 
. 4001 E. F~ht6r Ph~entx Ai 8so18> · 

ZAPPER 
STUN 
GUN 

50,000 volts of power! 
Th is quality stun gun will instantly 
"scramble" any assailant's nervous 
system causing immediate, but 
temporary paralysis! By simply 
touching your attacker anywhere, 
he will drop to the ground a helpless 
blob of "jelly." Effective even 
through many layers of clothing. 
Operates on a regular 9-volt battery. 
Measures 6 x 2 x 3/4 inches. 

#A007 ......... $49.95 

X8000 
STUN 
GUN 

80,000 volts of power from a ~­
volt battery ! This gun is the height 
of hi-tech know-how. Just touching 
an assailant for one second will 
cause a loss of balance, loss of 
muscle control and a dazed 
condition. A 2 second jolt will have 
him on the ground completely 
immobilized. Measures 6.9 x 2.4 x 
1.7 inches. Real awesome power! 

#SH23 ... ...... $79.95 

"IMMOBILIZER" 
STUN 

D~~ 
100,000 volts of stunning and 
immobilizing power! This non-lethal 
Stun Device is visually intimidating 
with its high intensity discharge 
affective up to 20 feet on most 
attackers. This unit is designed for 
law enforcement, guards, watchmen 
or anybody exposed to potentially 
hostile si tuations. This "Super Stun 
Gun" measures 12 x 1 .5 inches. It 
uses 8 AA cell batteries with a 
recharge jack built in. A membrane 
switch is recessed for safety consid­
erations. This one is awesome! 

#AC1 ......... $119.95 

9-volt Battery and 
Charger Kit..$15.95 
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LIGHTNING 
ZAPPER 
STUN 
GUN 

This unique stun gun is similar to our 
regular Zapper in a most enl ighten­
ing way . In addition to the stopping 
power, it also delivers a burst of high 
intensity light directly into the 
attackers eyes. Chances are that his 
optic nerve will be so overdosed 
with excess light energy that he will 
not be able to see you let alone 
continue the attack. If he does, the 
"Lightning Zapper" delivers its 
painful bite, leaving him dazed and 
confused. 7 inches long. 

#AOOS ......... $59.95 

I Dealer Inquiries Invited! 

NOVA 
XRSOOO 
STUN 
GUN 

100% American made and used by 
hundreds of police departments 
around the world, the Nova will 
instantly "scramble" an attacker's 
nervous system causing immediate 
but temporary paralysis. The faster 
pulse rate assures instant dropping 
power. Requires a 9-volt Ni-Cad 
battery and charger. Measures 6.25 
x 2.24 x 1 inches. 

#NV1 .......... $69.95 

_Use coupon 
< . Below or .. ·.· .. ' 

Call TOLL FREE 

This is one of our most popular 
models . It features a unique curved 
handgrip. This design protects you 
from being attacked from behind. It 
has a full 50,000 volts of power. The 
state-of-the art micro-chip tech­
nology assures· you against activator 
switch burn out and loss of voltage. 
The "Defender" is powered by a 
normal 9-volt alkaline battery or a 
rechargeable 9-volt. Comes with a 
handling strap. The "Defender" 
measures 6.5 x 2 x 314 inches. 

#WC1 .......... $54.95 

1-800 
521-4434 

MINI 
ZAPPER 
STUN 
GUN 

The smallest, lightest stun gun 
available. This gun weighs only a 
few ounces and measures less than 
4 inches, bu t it packs a full 50,000 
volts of biting, stunning power. New 
space age technology has enabled 
us to produce this full-strength stun 
gun in a small package about the 
size of a normal beeper. Comes 
wi th a handy belt clip. Uses a 9-volt 
battery. Measures 4 x 2.3 x 1.3. 

#SH 1 .......... $59.95 

"FX" 
STUN 
GUN 

The advanced personal protector. 
The FX includes a loud, piercing 
personal alarm siren , a high intensity 
strobe light AND 50,000 volts of non­
lethal stopping power. It is powered 
by one alkaline 9-volt battery or a 
rechargeable battery . The FX 
measures 7.5 inches long by 2.5 
inches wide. Protect yourself 
against rape, murder , or assault with 
the new space-age "FX" stun gun. 

BT1 ............ $79.95 

Ordering Information: 
By Mail: Use coupon below or separate sheet. Include check, money 
order or credit card information. 
By. Phone: Call 1-800-527-4434. Have all product and credit card 
information ready. Arizona residents call 1-602-371-1023 Hours 9 AM 
to 5 PM MST Monday-Friday. Sorry, no COD orders accepted. 

Satisfaction Guaranteed! 
We accept VISA, MASTERCARD or AMERICAN EXPRESS 

ra~7d;~~~rltyP7o~ct;~;~~-
4001 East Fanfol • Phoenix, AZ 85028 : 
Qtv. Number Description Price 

Charge my: D MasterCard D Visa D Amex 

Credil Card Number 

Expiration Date 

D Check Enclosed D Money Order 

Su bTotal 

Sh ipp ing 

Tax 

Tota l 

$3. 50 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Name~---------------------~ I 
Address ______________________ , 

City State ___ Zip J ------------------
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2024 HOURS 
Inside the depths of the Nicara­

guan jungle, a small printer silently 
rolls out a series of coded letters and 
symbols. Seconds later, a radio tele­
phone operator (RTO) removes a 
pocket-sized code book from its pro­
tective plastic bag and translates t1'1e 
incoming message. Within minutes, 
300 contra freedom fighters are 
moving base camp Lema, located on 
the muddy banks of the Rio Coco, up 
into the sa fety of the multiple­
canopied mountains nearby. 

The urgent message warned of a 
Soviet-made AN-26 bomber being 
dispatched from its runway near Man­
agua. Destination: the contra base 
camp. Armed with 500-pound bombs, 
its mission is obvious to the freedom 
fighters who, thanks to the radio warn­
ing, have ample time for a bug out. 

The sudden r.elocation of Camp 
Lema reminds me of a well-rehearsed 
grade school fire drill. No one panics as 
food and munitions are quickly packed 
by a designated team. Hand-held 
!COM radios crackle with instructions 
as other teams are made responsible 
for moving the sick and wounded. 
Another team coordinates movement 
of civilian refugees who have come to 
Camp Lema searching for food and pro­
tection from local Sandinista patrols. 
2310 HOURS 

Already the camp has taken on the 
appearance of a Western ghost town. 
A few chickens scurrying among the 
empty banana leaf hooches are all that 
remain. Security teams are positioned 
in place on the outer perimeter, armed 
with shoulder-fired antiaircraft mis­
siles. Each team has one of the !COM 
units that keeps everyone left behind in 
touch - and help, in a small way to 
dispel the loneliness of the jungle night. 
2348 HOURS 

During several weeks with the con­
tras, I have been impressed with the 
!COM 144 MHZ radios that now link 
the Redeye missile teams together in 
their vigilant watch for Sandinista air­
craft. The !COM units offer hundreds 
of operating frequencies with the touch 
of a button on the built-in keyboard. 
Communication integrity is main­
tained with the daily changing of oper­
ating channels and the plus or minus 
600 KHZ cross-talk capability built into 
each unit. 

The radios all come to life as one 
team hears the faint drone of the AN-
26 engines. Almost two minutes go by 
before I am able to pick out the Jow­
pitched sounds above the many night 
noises of the jungle. My city living has 
dulled the senses that can mean life or 
death for those around me. For the 
next 20 minutes, the engine's sounds 
fade in and out as the Sandinista/ 
Cuban pilot attempts to locate our 
position. The former camp will be 
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~~____.J· COM BAT 
EAPONCRAFT . 

Text & Photos by W. L. Srawed 

Contra Commo 

Contra recon patrol leader with 
ICOM radio protected by a used 
plastic IV bag. Off-the-shelf 
equipment and such battlefield 
ingenuity have provided the contras 
with an effective commo net. 

With average sunlight, five or six 
hours on this solar panel will 
recharge the Nicad batteries of an 
SC130, making the panel worth 
carrying on extended patrols. 

Base camp radio shack with Loral 
SC130 crypto keyboard and silent 
printer. Secure commo, silent when 
necessary, can be critical to saving 
lives and completing missions. 

nearly impossible to spot visually due 
to the pilot's high altitude. After the 
United States Congress approved sale 
of the Redeyes to contra forces, the 
Sandinistas learned the hard way ab­
out the reliability of U.S.-made, heat­
seeking missiles. It soon becomes 
apparent that the pilot is not keen on 
dropping within Redeye range to get a 

better look. 
0130 HOURS 

As the piri AN-26 returns its bomb 
load to Managua, ICOMs crackle with 
orders to stand down. Radios in hand, 
the contras climb silently up into the 
dark protection of the mountainside 
jungle. 

Much of the freedom fighters' success 
can be attributed to having adequate 
supplies and excellent communication 
equipment· in the field. All major AOs 
(Area of Operations) are now equipped 
at the base camp level with modem 
radios to direct the dozens of smaller 20-
to 30-man teams assigned to each camp. 
The communications challenge for the 
contras has been a major headache due 
to the extremes in both terrain and clima­
tic conditions. Jungle places tremendous 
demands on any type of equipment, but 
it is an especially harsh proving ground 
for anything with dials, meters, chips, 
and diodes. 

The Loral Terracom SC130 has 
proven to be a reliable unit for use in 
most contra base camps. These port­
able radios appear to be ruggedly built 
and provide a general frequency range 
of from 2-12 MHZ. This particular 
range of bands allows the use of both 
ground and skywave transmissions, 
and thus is more flexible than the U.S. 
military PRC 77 which is limited to 
line-of-sight communications. The 
SC130 has enjoyed world-wide use 
since the 1970s and has proven itself a 
workhorse. Power is normally supplied 
by built-in nickel-cadmium 12-volt 
batteries. Most base camps and AOs 
have Honda 300 kilowatt generators, 
which can be used to recharge the 
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Nicad batteries. I observed a few lead­
acid batteries being used at camps 
deemed more "secure," which means 
not likely to be moved or relocated in a 
hurry. The usual antenna is a simple 
dipole type strung among jungle cano­
pies. Power output of the SC130 is 
variable between 5 and 20 watts. 

Often seen at base camps was a 
modem crypto keyboard and printer 
that interfaced with the SC130 to pro­
vide secure lines of communications 
with other base camps scattered 
throughout Nicaragua. This basic, no­
frills system is what keeps the contras in 
touch with their HQ for planning clan­
destine missions, ordering supplies, 
passing on intel, and requesting eya­
cuation of wounded. 

The SC130 weighs about 16 
pounds and frequently sees action with 
long-range recon patrols and special 
commando forces. Under field condi­
tions, a center-load whip antenna is 
mounted to the SC130. If the patrol 
expects .to stay in the field for more 
than a few days, the RTO carries a 
compact, folding solar panel that is 
used to recharge the radio's batteri.es. 
Attached to the panel is an amp meter 
that aids the RTO in aligning the panel 
for maximum solar intake. Most RTOs 
reported that it normally takes an aver­
age of five or six hours to recharge the 
battery, depending on how drained 
the battery is and the amount of avail­
able sunshine. 

Security teams positioned around 
the outskirts of base camps stay in 
close touch using the programmable 
!COM units. Of primary concern to the 
contras are surprise attacks by Soviet­
made Hind D helicopters, known as 
" flying tanks" because of the large 
amount of ordn.ance they carry. To 
counter the Hind, Redeye missile 
teams are deployed in a circular 
fashion some 5-6 miles outside the 
camp. If one of the teams identifies a 
group of Hinds approaching, they im­
mediately use their ICOMs to radio 
alerts to the other teams. With the in­
stant communications now available, 
chances are the Hind will either take a 
Redeye up its exhaust on the way into 
camp, or the second and third teams 
will send it a heat-seeking greeting card 
on the way out. Any evasive tactics on 
the Hind ' s part are immediately 
radioed to other teams not directly 
observing the maneuver - making 
escape for the Soviet helo very diffi­
cult at best. These little radios have 
been a great equalizer, as evidenced 
during a recent firefight when Sandi­
nista troops were calling for air support 
from nearby Hind Os. The pilots Te­

fused to come to the aid of their com­
rades due to the chance of being spot­
ted by a contra with an !COM and/or a 

Continued on page 25 
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U.S. ARMY SNIPER TEAM WEAPON:XM-21 
"ONE SHOT-ONE KILL" was the reputat ion gained b y t he U .S. Arm y sni pers 
in V ietnam us ing an accu riz ed M- 14 with an ART scope. Fi rst rou nd Ki lls at 800 
y ard s w ere common. Thi s excellent pa int ing is the late st effort s by MAX 
CR ACE.co-author of Visions of Vie tnam. The f irst 25 0 pr in ts are a / JM/TED 
EDITION , 24 "x l 71'2", sig ned and numbered o n heavy st ock.mu seum quality 
paper.A lso avail ab le in open ed it ion, o n poster paper and su itab le f or frami ng. 

,------------
OPEN EDITION, printed on poster stock, unframed I Mail to: DELTA PRESS 
Order No. CP-14 (shipped 1n mail tube) . .... . .. $11 .95 pp I P.O. Box 315 Dept. 189 
LIMITED EDITION, signed and numbered by artist I EL DORADO, AR 71730 
Order No. CP-14LE . . (museum stock) . .. . . . .. $49.95 PP I Call: 501 _862_4772 
(112 pg catalog $2.00, free with order) dealers welcome I Visa, Mastercard Welcome 

I 

UJ;J... ACCU-COMP " LE-K" Bbl. 
& Compressor Kit .. . . ... . . . . . . $250 

1IJild- Competition 
Match Trigger $17.50 

I 
Extended Magazine Extended Safety $24.95 

Release $22.95 Stainless or Blue 

UJ;J.., Beavertai l Grip 
Safety, S.S., or Blue $21 .95 ..,... Extended Ejector $21.95 

.38 Super Ejector $22.95 

~ .45 Match Stainless 
Steel Magazine $23.95 

8-Round .45 Magazine by MAG-PAC $23.95 
Wt11- Commander Style Hammer 9-Round 10MM Magazine by MAG-PAC S26.95 
Blue $23.95 Stainless $25.95 

Shaw Magazine Well Funnel 
Fits Without Modification, 
Blue or Stainless $30 

Handgun Accessories by ~ G,,,J,at_ 
@.T' Authorized Parts Distributor 

LL ~~(fe. 
P.O. Box 1995, Dpt. SF 

El Dorado. AR 71730 
(5 01) 8 6 3 -56 59 

Send $2 for complete catalog 
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~~' SOF EXCHANGE• P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 •Phone 1-800-323-1776 opr. 131. 

38·40 SURA WONG .ROAD 

BANGKOK 
#1025 
Lucy's Tiger Den 
White $12.95 

#1033 NEW! 
POW/MIA 
$9.95 

#1018 
Seal Team 
SllVer $9.95 

# 1011 
Grenada 
SllVer $9.95 

#1005 

#1024 
Anytime Khadafll 
U. Blue $10.95 

SOG 
Black 
$9.95 

Back 

#1015 Front 

World Tour 
1Navy, Long Sleeve 
$14.95 - or -
Black Short Sleeve 
#1003 $10.95 

#1006 

#1002 ·Peace 
White $9.95 

Front. 

Back 

LEBANON 
Help A Syrian Meet Allah 

#1021 t ~ 
" Hey, we just 
stepped in some 
Shiite!" 

Delta #1008 Back 

Visit Lebanon 
Tan $9.95 

U. Blue $9.95 Front 

AEROFLOT #1031 
:'\ Aeroflot ..... ;s;~-· Sliver with 

design In Red 
OFFICIAL AIRLINES OF $10.95 

THE AFGHANISTAN 
~ WITHORAWAL 

.,,,~ . 

e·~ 
#1009 

E'Ef-?bf 
SOFHK 
Black $9.95 

Special Forces 
Black $9.95 

Marines 
.-----------~Gold $9.95 

PARTICIPANT 
SOUTHEAST ASt~A 

WAR GAMES nd 
1959 to 1975 PLACE 

#1027 
Rhodesian Army 
White $9.95 

SPECIAL FORCES 

~''ff' fJ SOLDI ER O F 
FORTUNE LIVING BY CHANCE 

LOVING BY CHOICE 

#1001 
KILLING BY PROFESSION 

SOFLogo Front 
Black $9.95 

If #1032 NEW! 
FON 
$9.95 

Back 

QTY. STYLE NO. SIZE AMOUNT 

T·Shlrts available In S, M, L, XL. 
SUB TOTAL 

XXL available for $1.00 addition-
al. Plt!ase Include $1.75 for the Postage & Handling 

first Item ordered - Include 75¢ 3.6% Sales Tax 
for each additional Item for post- (CO res.) 
age and handling. Overseas 
orders add 30%. Please allow 4-6 TOTAL 
weeks for delivery. 

.----------~ 

MARINES 
lfT ME WlM YUiii 

HIARTS 1110 MINOS, 
llllnlllllllt\'11111 

DAMM HUTS 110W11 

Back 

Front #1007 
S.E.Asla 
Black $9.95 

!_ __ ! 

SOF EXCHANGE 

RHODESIAN 
ARMY 

Mall to: SOF EXCHANGE, ST 1/89, P.O. Box 687, Boulder CO 80306 

PAYMENT: 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 CHECK ENCLOSED 

Card#---------~-----------
Exp .. _____________________ _ 

NAM''°--------------------~ 

ADDRESS'--------------------
CITY _____________ STATE.__ ZIP __ _ 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA - call us toll-free -
1-800-323-1776, operator 131. For customer service calls, dial (303) 
449-3750. 



SURVEILLANCE • COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 
INFORMATION SECURITY • VIP PROTECTION 

WORLD'S SMALLEST LASER GUNSIGHT 
Aim with the speed of light! 

State or the art weapons sight. Our laser is used by more SWAT 
teams, armed forces, sportsmen and individuals for self defense 
than all olher lasersights combined! 

• Only 6" long 
• Weighs Just 11 ounces 
• Uses standard 

9 volt bdneries 
• Fits rifles, pistols 

and shotguns 
• I year factory warranty 

Reg. $495. Only $399. 
Dealers call! Mounts available for most firearms. S45. u . 

ULTRA II The size or a quarter, II Is so 
sensitive it can pick up sounds 
20' away and transmi t them to 
any FM rad io receiver (even the 
one in your car) up to several 
blocks away! Ultra II uses a four 
stage circuit and quality compo­
nents to achieve maximum 

performance. Uses 9 volt battery. Simple final assembly requi red. 
Intended for testing and experimentation; illegal to use for 
surveillance. Reg. $195. Special $149, 
Lithium 9 Vol t Batteries SIS u. [Lasts 2-3 times longer) 

INFINITE EAR 
Listen into your home or business from 
any phone in the world! 

~Il
~ Th"~"""''"~·'"°"" YOU 10 hear every sound In the build-

• ing it is placed into. The Infinite Ear 
plugs into any modular phone Jack or 
can be attached anywhere along the 
phone line. Simple to use, just dial the 

. .aa& I phone number and use the special 
.~~ .1r '::::-... Y pocket size, coded tone genera tor 

[included). Now you can listen Into 
your premises for as long as you like. Great peace or mind when 
you are away! The Infinite Ear with attachments and complete 
Instructions. Reg. $389. Special only $249. u. 

TRANSTEC 
Don't be trapped by hidden "bugs" 

Transtec fits into your pocket and 
silently vibrates when ic detects an R.F. 
transmitter (bug] in your presence, 
rrom up to 20' away! It warns you but 
doesn't tip off anyone else! When it 
gives a warning signal, T ranstec can 
now be used with Its special antenna 
attachment to verify that an aaual 
"bug" Is present (not an innocent 
Signal) and !hen can be used (O 

"sweep" and locate it. 
Transtec $695. 

ALSO AVAILABLE 

EVALUATOR 
New microprocessor checks 
for phone taps 

Evaluator is based on 
new technology, never 
before ava ilable. Other 
"tap detectors" are only 
simple voltage meters, and 
they Just won't pick up real 
taps. The Evaluator takes a 
fingerprint of the voltage, 
resistance and capacitance 

of your individual phone li ne, stores It In memory, and then 
performs a check every minute, 24 hours a day and wa rns you with 
a flashing LED readout If conditions change. 

Easy to use, sets up In minutes and monitors your line for "taps" 
or any other abnormal changes. $695. 

Must be installed on a "clean" line. See our CM-3 complete 
counter:measure package 52,495. 

Note: California, along with most other states, has expanded its 
wiretapping laws to allow local and state agencies to tap phones. 
This may compromise your privacy! 

TELEPHONE SCRAMBLERS 

$299. u. 

Fits over any phone. 
Secure conversations be­
tween two or more persons 
[each needs a scrambler). 
With over 13,000 access 
codes, all an eavesdropper 
will hear is "garbage." 
Quick and easy to use. 
Works on cellular, mo! 

Minimum of 2 required [Ship/Insur. $10.) 

AUDIO JAMMER 
Defeats room bugs! 

Produces pseudo-random noise that will 
defeat all microphone-based eavesdropping 
devices. 

Difficult 10 filter out and if properly used, 
all an eavesdropper will hear Is a loud hiss. 

Audio Jammer [pocket size) Reg. $195. 
Sale 5129. [Ship $5.50) 
Audio Jammer II high-power unit 
avallable-calll 

STUN FLASHLIGHT 

©1filn1m;r~@(J« 
This 

remarkable, 
rechargeable 
flashlight Is also 
an electric stun 
sun,. Carry 

50,000 volts or power with you day or nlghtl Security tha(s 
always in your hand when you'need ltl High Impact, lightweight. 
Complete with recharger. 5149. [Ship/ Insur. $5.50) 

ELECTRONIC VOICE CHANGER 

Works over any phone, 
makes your voice totally 
unrecognizable! 

Change your voice from 
deep w very high or vice 
versa. No one will know who 
is calling. 

Reg. $498. 
Umlted offer S298. 

BULLET PROOF VESTS 
,.... 

BUG DETECTOR 

Stops .35'7 magnum and 9 mm 
pistol. High quality vest made from 
22 layers or Kev lar. Rated class llA. 
Covers front and back for full 
protection. 

Compare these vests with others ar 
over $400. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

Only $269. [Ship/ Insur. $10.) 
Optional hardplate available. Stops 
9 mm sul>-machinegun. S99. 
Call nowl 

Professional quality hand held 
transmitter ["BUG"] detector uses 
state of the art LE.D. readout to 
Indicate the presence or an R.F. signal 
and wlll lead you to the source. 

Also enables you to quickly determine 
If the signal is an actual bug by listening 
through the headphones [included). 

Wiii detect room bugs, telephone 
transmitters, bumper beepers, etc. 
Instructions included. High quality! 

DL-1000 Hand Held Detector $695. [Ship/ Insur. $10.) 

WARNING 
NOT TO BE USED FOR SURREPTITIOUS INTERCEPTION 

OF ORAL COMMUNICATIONS. ALL EQUIPMENT IS SOLD 
SUBJECT TO PUBLIC LAW 90-351, TITLE Ill, 18 U.S.D., 
SECTION 2511, ALL LOCAL, STATE AND FEDERAL 
ORDINANCES, RULES, REGULATIONS, ETC. IT IS THE 
SOLE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE BUYER [NOT THE SELLER] 
TO CONSULT LEGAL COUNSEL FOR INTERPRETATION 
OF ANY LAWS APPLICABLE TO THE AREA OF 
INTENDED USE. 

• Complete countermeasures system. Enables you to professionally check ror phone taps, room bugs, 
carrier bugs, laser listening devices, and morel Detailed instruction manual included; comes In fined 
briefcase. $2,495. [Ship/Insur. $24.50) 

•Telephone recorder switch and special 8-hour recorder. Uses standard 120-minute cassettes. Starts 
and stops automatically. Voice activated. ComRlete $165. [Ship/ Insur. $7.) 

• Frisk 'Em metal weapons detector. Special 559. [Ship $2.] 

• IBM PC Computer Security.·Data encryption. Calli • Professional long range parabolic microphone. 

We are security professionals. We will be happy to answer your questions and provide you with 
the latest in privacy assurance devices. 

If you need ... the straight scoop ... high quality equipment ... great service, at fair prices .. . 

Send $3. (refundable) for our latest CATALOG. You won't find the quality and selection 
anywhere else. 

Executive Protection Products, Inc. - The Professionals 
1834 First Street • Suite S • Napa • California • 94559 • (707) 253-7142 

MasterCard • VISA • American Express • COD 
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Redeye missile. One Hind D is worth 
more to the Sandinistas than a lot of 
piri troops. 

!COM units seem to hold up well 
against the constant use and abuse 
they receive. For added protection 
from the moist jungle environment, the 
contras use expended l,OOOml IV 
solution bags to cover the units. Con­
trol dials and antenna are first re­
moved, then the heavy plastic bag is 
slipped over the top of the radio . 
Knobs are replaced and now the radio 
has a weatherproof covering. This is a 
good example of the "use what you 
bring" adaptability of a modern free­
dom fighter. 

!COM units are also used for con­
tacting friendly aircraft in their 
approach to a landing or drop zone. 
From several miles out, the inbound 
aircraft contact the camp's RTO on a 
prearranged frequency. If the ground 
control gives the "green light," sup­
plies are then dropped or further land­
ing instrµctions are transmitted. 

Artillery commanders are using 
Radio Shack scanners to make adjust­
ments while laying down barrages. A 
forward observer (FO) is sent out to 
physically view the rounds impacting 
the target area. Using his !COM unit, 
he then relays back to the fire com­
mander any adjustments that are re­
quired. The fire commander hears 
these instructions on a Realistic Pro 32 
programmable scanner. Since there is 
no need to have two-way traffic during 
these types of operations, the Pro 32 
provides an economical solution. 
Again, these consumer-type units are 
holding up well in the field under con­
ditions probably never thought of by 
the research and development depart­
ment at Radio Shack. 

The contras have proven that it is 
possible to sustain a dependable and 
secure communications network with 
basic over-the-counter type equip­
ment under adverse conditions. Over­
all investment is minimal compared to 
standard military radios, and these 
consumer units often out-perform their 
expensive milspec counterparts. Field 
maintenance is limited to daily clean­
ing, and battery replacement as neces­
sary. The equipment has proven so 
dependable that a lack of repair techni­
cians and equipment has not ham­
pered the contra communication net­
work in any significant way. When 
problems do occur, the radios are sent 
back to HQ, from where they are then 
sent out-of-country for repairs. An 
adventurous entrepreneur interested 
in setting up a sales and service office in 
one of the democratic countries in 
Central America, such as Honduras or 
Costa Rica, would probably be very 
successful. Numerous clients and 
governments needing both advice and 
equipment could well keep him busy. ~ 
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The Finest Survival Tool on the Market at any Price! 

MACHAX is the Arnerican-Kukri hybrid 
which marries the incomparable 
weight distribution of the Ghurka 
favorite with good American 
spring steel and a handle 
designed for comfort . 

/A 

is easy to 
sharpen and 

will hold a good 
·: edge through 
neavyuse. 

FOR THREE YEARS, 
Machax has proven its 
usefulness to outdoors­
men, hunters and 
military personnel 
in making camp 
and field chores 
easy-cutting, 
clearing, hack­

, MACHAX is tough. It 
has a full tang 1/4" thick 

140 chromemoly blade 
with Zytel™ scales. 

ing, splitting, 
prying and 
hammering. 

ACHAX will give you the 
__Qg~ when - •cutting and split­

ting wood • constructing shelters 
• clearing fields of fire • camoflag­

ihg vehicles and fighting positions 
, • building blinds • dressing out large 

f game 

As long as we are in 
business we will 

replace a broken blade 
without question­
ALTHOUGH! we want to 
know how you man-

' agedit. Ifyoumanageto 
scrape the scales off we 

·;will either fix 'em for a 
nominal chargeorforfree 

-if you have a good story. 

For a Free Brochure 
Write or Call : 

BK&T 
BECKER KNIFE• TOOL CORP. 

Standard MACHAX 

$129.00 
with Nylon Sheath 

BECKER 
KNIVES 

''Work 
For A 
Living" 

PO. BOX 44179•CINCINNATI, OH 45244 USA•(513) 231-9446 

AN/ PVS-4 FEATURES: 
• 25mm Second Generation Inte nsifier • Muzzle Flash Protection. 
ABC & Manual Gain Conlrol • Adj. Illuminated Reticle w/Cell to 
Match .223 or .308 • 4x Optical System • 'AA' Battery Adapter 
• Detachable Eyepiece - adapt to photo or Video Camera 

. • Mounting Systems Available (P.O.R.) 

INCLUDES: 
• Night Sight w/Daylight Cover • Securing Knob to hold on AR 15/ 
M 16 • 'AA" Battery Adapter • Lens Cleaning Kit • Heavy Field 
Carrying Bag • Storage Case • Pocket Manual 

Send $4. 00 for comprehensiue 
Catalogs of our STANO Devices. CALL OR WRITE, 

New W /Recond. 
Intensifier 

$4500.00 
NewW/ New 

Intensifier 

Surveillance Target Acquisition Night Observation Components 
P.O. BOX 6274 · SAN BERNARDINO, CALIFORNIA 92412 USA 

(714) 882·5789 I (714) 883-2728 I FAX (714) 883320 1 
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BUCKLES • PINS • HATS • PATCHES •CLOTHING •ODDS & ENDS 

#7010 

A #7010 SOF Logo Pewter Buckle $6.95 
# 7012 SOF Logo Military Buckle Silver $11.95 
#7013 SOF Logo Military Buckle Black $11 .95 
# 7014 SOF Web Belt Black $3.50 

#7013 

#7020 SOF Logo Lapel Pin Red $3.50 
#7021 SOF Logo Lapel Pin Silver $5.95 
#7022 SOF Logo Beret Badge Red $7.00 
#7023 SOF Logo Beret Badge Sliver $8.00 
#7024 SOF Logo Beret Badge Black $8.00 
#7043 SOF Logo Lapel Pin Gold $5.95 
#7053 Tyrant Badge $5.95 

# 1515 SOF Tour Jacket Black (s,m,l,xl) $49.95 
# 1515 SOF Tour Jacket Black (xxi) $51.95 
# 7051 SOF Tie Navy $12.50 

# 5005 SOF Duffie Bag $24.95 
# 5007 SOF &-Pak Cooler $9.95 

QTY. ITEM NO. SIZE 

T-Shlrts available In S, M, L, XL. 
SUBTOTAL 

XXL available for $1.00 addition-
al. Please include $1.75 for the Postage & Handling 

first item ordered - include 75¢ 
3.6% Sales Ta x 

for each additional Item for post-
(Colo. res) 

age and handling. Overseas 
orders add 30%. Please allow 4-6 TOTAL 
weeks for delivery. 

Y( ~ ·1! 
#7021 #7020 #7043 

#2001 #2010 

c•s<iii 
... J. #2004 

#2001 Beret Maroon (sizes 61f.! lhru 73/4) $14.95 
#2004 SOF Black Ball Cap w/scrambled eggs $9.95 
#2010 Aeld Cap (s,m,1,xQ $21 .95 

#7001 SOF Logo Patch Red $2.50 
#7002 SOF Logo Patch · OD $2.50 
#7003 Camo Shield Patch $4.95 
#7060 SOF Magazine Patch $4.95 

T 

SOLDIER Of fORTUNEMAGAZ!NE 

~S()l1 
#7060 

#7070 SOF Logo Mug (12 oz.) $5.95 
#7050 SOF Luggage Tag $4.95 
#7045 SOF Log Zlppo Lighter OD $14.95 
#7033 SOF Magazine Binder $7.95 
#7005 SOF Logo Key Ring $5.25 
#7006 SOF Logo Knife $39.95 

AMOUNT 
SOF EXCHANGE 

Mall to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 1/89, P.O. Box 687, Boulder CO 80306 

PAYMENT: 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 CHECK ENCLOSED 

Card#·~----------------------

Exp .. ~-----------------------
NAM1r::._ ______________________ _ 

ADDRESS>~--------------------
CITY _____________ ST ATE_ ZIP ___ _ 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA - call us toll-free -
1-800-323-1776, operator 131. For customer service calls, dial (303) 
449-3750. 



The SUPER 6X is the Loudest and 
Longest Range portable elec­
tronic security (perimeter) alarm 
around! 
Looks like an ordinary desktop stereo speaker, 
but it actually has a powerful infrared sensor 
with a whopping 60 x 60-foot range built into the 
cabinet. Whenever an intruder steps into scan­
ning field, Super 6X emits an incredibly loud, 
piercing alarm. And the whole unit is powered 
by six pen light batteries. Small (7" x 4-1 /2" x 
8") and lightweight (about 3-lbs.). Take it any­
where - ideal for ANY security situation in the 
home, shop, work site, yard; for surveillance 
and military applications. Features: security 
key switch arms/disarms the unit; entry and 
exit delay adjustments; automatic reset timer; 
blinking indicator lights; terminal strip with 
built-in ports to accept accessories such as 
sensors on doors/windows, AC adaptor, pres­
sure sensitive mat, external horn, etc. One 
year warranty. The Super 6X will absolutely 
BLOW YOU AWAY with its range and loud db 
alarm. Order TODAY for just $68.50 postpaid. 

SECRET EAR 

For Protection & Surveillance Via 
Your Telephone Tele-Monitor 2000 
lets you discreetly listen in on un­
usual activities on any premises via 
the telephone. Small device (5-112" 
x 3-1 /2" x 1 ") plugs into any modular 
jack. Does not require beeper/ 
pager. Takes just a touch tone 
phone. Simply call number Tele­
Monitor is attached to, access by 
pushing the correct touch-tone but­
tons. Once activated, super sensi­
tive mike picks up the most minute of 
sounds. Monitor computer & printer 
operations while you're away; use 
for security to hear any unusual 
sounds - smoke alarm, surge alarm, 
cries for help, muffled sounds of 
burglars at work. Compatible with 
any American phone exchange. Up 
to four units can be attached to one 
phone line, so you can monitor from 
room to room. Normal phone opera­
tions are not affected. American­
made, state-of- the-art and priced 
rightforjust$169.00 postpaid (addi­
tional units $150.00 each). 
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50.000 Volts! 

Only$45 
POSTPAID 

The DEFENDER STUN GUN puts 50,000 volts 
at your disposal to "scramble" an attacker's 
nervous system. By simply touching your at­
tacker, even through many layers of clothing, 
he will drop helpless, giving you time to get 
away. Safe to user, does not transmit shock 
back to you. Curved grip design provides sure, 
confident and positive action. Crackling test 
probes makes thugs think twice, if not DE­
FENDER stun gun's micro chip technology 
gives you 50,000 riveting volts of stunning self 
defense! Operates on 9v nicad battery, 
$16.00. Custom fit holster with clip, $5.00. 
Order DEFENDER STUN GUN today for $45 
and we pay shipping. 

FUR TROOPER HAT 

Genuine fur -
made from the 
finest rabbit skins­
this hat is warm, 
versatile and 
good looking. , · , 
Fold down ear \. . · 
flaps are xtra ~ 
large and fur cov­
ered both inside and out for xtra 
warmth. Chin strap, fur-covered bill 
& soft quilted nylon inner lining. This 
is one warm hat for any cold 
weather! Available in gray only. 
Order S, M, L, XL (these hats run a 
little small - order accordingly) for 
$35 postpaid. 

For just $55.00 because it's made of all The 
Right Stuff. The classic Fighter Flight Jacket 
with DISTRESSED LEATHER look: light to 
medium brown color, sett & supple, looks and 
feels worn yet this jacket is brand new! Made 
of Dura-Hide, a man-made leather that defies 
you to tell it from the real thing. Here's your 
chance to pick today's most popular flyer/racer 
style at a very reasonable price. And check out 
these features: Handsome white Sherpa col­
lar; heavy duty brass zippers; horizontal (zip­
pered) and vertical front pockets; heavy duty 
knit cuffs and waistband; stylish epaulets on 
each shoulder; 100% nylon lining; 6-ounces 
polyester body fill for warmth that doesn't 
weigh you down. This rugged jacket is double 
stitched for longer wear and generously cut for 
comfortable fit. Order TODAY for $55.00 plus 
$3.00 shipping; two for $100.00 and three for 
$135.00 (add $1 .50 shipping each addl jacket). 
Sizes: S (34-36) M (38-40) L (42-44) XL (46) 
XXL (48-50). 

BALL CAPS 
U.S. Military Caps, your choice $7.50 each. 
Army, Navy, Air Force & Marines. Olive Drab 
cap; gold emblems. Look great! 
Also Rocky and Rambo $7.50 each. 

DISTANT SOUND DETECTORS 
DISTANT SOUND 
DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES 
SOUNDSOOO 
TIMES 

The VanSleek 
FARFOON® 

$148 
Postpaid 

The most sophisticated yet developed. Made 
for professional hunters to hear approaching 
animals at a great distance, the VanSleek has 
now been discovered by the security industry. 
On city terrain sounds leap across blocks and 
streets. Guards are using VanSleek in prison 
yards to listen to convicts. The range of uses of 
the VanSleek Farfoon is astonishing and satis­
faction is overwhelming. Receptivity plus. 
VanSleek is superior to direct receiver 
products ... utilizes a built-in 3-1 /2" parabolic 
dish for Sound Mirror effect previously found 
only on larger, more expensive units. Conven­
ient size, small enough for use in tight places. 
Weighs about 2-lbs. Solid-state circuitry. Pow­
ered by 6 pen-light batteries for increased am­
plitude. $148.00 postpaid and worth it! 

Attach MICRO FOON to belt or shirt and expe­
rience the first truly effective "Mini" Distant 
Sound Detector. Key is a scientifically de­
signed parabolic dish and super-sensitive 
microphone hidden behind the grillwork. Re­
sult is crisp, increased pickup thanks to Sound 
Mirror Effect also integral to the powerful 
VanSleek Farfoon. Superior to direct receiver 
products. MICRO FOON is smaller than tran­
sistor radio (2" x 4" x 1 "), ideal for discreet 
surveillance (permanently mounted or mo­
bile). Comes with two sets stereo earphones 

.,(ear plug & larger pad) ; 20-foot extension cord 
for remote monitoring (now you can hear low 
conversation across the room); precise vol­
ume control. Operates on 9v battery. Versatile 
MICRO FOON is perfect for security work and 
recreation, a great Listenaider if you're hard of 
hearing. Order TODAY for just $77.50 post­
paid. 

For Telephone 
Privacy 
Assure complete telephone privacy with this 
telephone tap detector. It's the only device we 
know of that prevents same line eavesdropping 
PLUS notifies you of unauthorized intrusion 
onto your line. While most tap-detectors must 
screw onto your phone's mouthpiece, the BUG 
BOX is totally independent: plug your modular 
phone into tiny (3" x 2" x 1 ") BUG BOX, then 
plug BUG BOX into the wall jack. Now you've 
got TOTAL privacy - BUG BOX's indicator light 
lets you know if someone is eavesdropping 
AND if someone has intentionally (or uninten­
tionally) tapped your lines inside our outside 
the house from the line feed. BONUS: Attach 
BUG BOX to every phone in your house, then 
you, AND ONLY YOU, can access the phone. 
BUG BOX not only tells you if someone else is 
on the line, it KEEPS THEM OFF with its Pri­
vacy Shut-out Circuit. THEY CAN'T LISTEN IN 
EVEN IF THEY WANTED TO! Buy one BUG 
BOX and use its indicator light to tell you if 
someone else has come "on line"; buy as 
many BUG BOX's as you have phones, and 
have it both ways - total Privacy Shut-out plus 
visible light indicators. We know of NO OTHER 
TAP DETECTOR THAT HAS BOTH THESE 
FEATURES! Order BUG BOX for $48.00 post­
paid, and each additional unit for $30.00 each. 

PHONE RECORDER 

Electronic marvel tapes phone calls 
automatically. A "no hands" control 
for connecting cassette recorder to a 
telephone line, simply connect one 
cord to cassette recorder & the other 
cord into ANY modular jack in the 
house. Set recorder for "record" & 
whenever a receiver is lifted on any 
phone on the premises, the recorder 
will automatically record. When the 
receiver is hung-up, the recorder 
automatically stops. Just $22.50 
postpaid and that includes a FREE 
duplex adaptor. 
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Crafted from 
a solid bar of 

high carbon tool 
steel. 4 • blade, B" 

overall, and only 5 
1/2 ounces makes 

this a compact, 
yet solid kntte. 

Designed by 
Lynn C. Thcrrpson 

"An incredble value" Each knife serial 
nurrbered and 
guaranteed for 

life. Stout mllltary 
style black leather 

sheath included. 

#CRMT Retail $160.00 

Your Price $119.95 

tt you've always wanted a Cold Steel Tanto, but felt It 
"cut" a little deep into your pocketbook, this Is the deal 
for you ... Non-reflective "M ILITARY" version of the 
famous Cold Steel Tanto. 5 314" blade, 11 1/4" 
overall. Tough Kraton handle gives you a comfort­
able "non-slip" grip. Includes black leather sheath. 

BLOWOUT 
PRICE-:.t 
$54.95 ~ 

Impressive 9 112" 
satin finished blade, 
made with Cold 
Steers exclusive 
Carbon Five steel. 
Comfortable Kraton 
handle. Includes 
rugged black leather 
sheath. This knffe is 
made for serious 
use ... 

Made in the USA_ Retail $89.95 #CSRCT 

SPYDERCO POLICE CUPIT 
Cur favorite fold ing fighter .. 
Incredible serrations "cut like 
mad". 4 1/4" blade, 9 1/2" 
open. Once you carry a Cliplt, 
you'll never want to be without 
one ... Retail $79.95 
#SP1007 

Your Price 

$59.95 

,-

"AMERICAN" 
BUSHMASTER 

I 

Famous KUKRI 
design. 9 314" blade 

with false edge for thrusting, 
14 314" overall. Continuous 

cutting curve of the blade and 
"weight forward" design 

provides superior slashing and 
chopping abilities with less 

effort. Satin finished 420 high 
carbon stainless steel blade, 

Rockwell 54 for durablllty and 
easy field sharpening. 

Convenient lanyard hole for 
wrist thong. Durable kydex 

sheath included. 
Retail $69.95 

#BM150 

Introductory Price $49.95 

Send to: CUTLERY SHOPPE 
Dept SF, 5461 "Kendall Street, Boise, ID 83706 
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TRI-ANGLE "SHARPMAKER" 
OlK #1 choice in sharpeners .. Sharpens all knives, serrated O' 

sb"aight edges. Comes complete with 2 medium Sid 2 fine 
stooes, ABS pastic base and an exceUent Instruction booklet. 

Retail $39.95 

#SP203MF Your Price $29.95 
#CSBOW 

Retail $1 75.00 

Our Price 
Too Low To 
Advertise-­

Call For 
Your Low 
Discount 

Price! 

AL MAR 
SERE/ATTACK 

MARK llCS 

SurviWJ, Esc~, Resistance, Evasion 

De6ignod by Ille SERE 
School at FL Bragg, made 
by Al Mar. A hefty folder 
wilia41/4"blade, 101/8" 
open and 5 718" dosed. 

~~e0sm1:1';:6C:~·a: J 
leather OI' camo woven 
sheath, please specify. 

Retail $195.00 
#AM3003A 

Your Price $155.95 
TOMCAT 

g~P-!s~ 

#GB5710 

Cutlery Shoppe Exclusive ... 
Time tested design, built for 
corrbat. 5 degree angled 
blade, special "cat's tongue• 
non-slip handle. 6 112" 
double edge blade, 11 112" 
overall. Includes top quality 
black cordura sheath. 

Your Price $79.95 
"1988 KNIFE OF THE YEAR" 

Rugged folding bowie. High carboo stainle6S steel 
coostrucOOn tuoughovl Featuring a new negative­
drattlocking bar system, v.tlk:h glves neN meMing D 
the wad iockba~· . Rcised "point po6itive" krat>n 
g~. 3 314" blade aid 8 114" overall. Dual moonting 
black nylon sheall . This is a SOLID, STOUT knife ... 

Retail $79.95 

#SSTc Your Price $67 .95 

~ ""'o'o'"' o; " ·; · ·:1. C.0.0.·R>R '"'O'M'"O" c.u. "'"'''""""' 

~;~~~~~: e:;z+;iimtlk., 
knife bronds. Just send $1 
a cal 208-376-0430 D get 
your copy, PLEASE, do not 
cal the ·eoo· number as we 
reserve these lines la cus­
tomers placing aders ... 

ADD SHIPPING: $5 to 48 states--$7 APO & FPO-- $8 for C.O.D. 48 states only-$10 Alaska, Hawaii & 

Canada. Foreign orders (excluding Canada), please write for shipping costs. PAYMENT: We accept 
VISA, MASTERCARD, C.O.D. (cash only), Money orders & checks (checks allow 21 days to clear). 

FAX Orders: 1-208-376-7608 
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SOI~ MILITARY AFFAIRS 

LEATHERNECK 
by Mark Adkin 

In this final part of SOF's series on Opera­
tion Urgent Fury, Major Mark Adkin ex­
amines the Marine landings on D-day. The 
22nd Marine Amphibious Unit (MAU), en­
route to relieve the shattered Marine contin­
gent to the Multi-National Force in Leba­
non, was diverted to Grenada. Although the 
commander of the Fleet Marine Forces 
Atlantic had dispatched elements of Batta­
lion Landing Team 216, then serving as the 
Air Alert Force, to Beirut, the arrival of the 
22nd MAU was eagerly awaited by the 
Marines in Lebanon. But instead of steaming 
across the mid-Atlantic, the morning of 25 
October found the Marines of the 22nd MAU 
poised off the northern shore of Grenada. 

I NITIALLY the planners of Urgent Fury 
had considered using only the Navy and 

Marine forces of Task Force 124 for opera­
tions in Grenada. The self-contained, hard­
hitting force of just under 2,000 Marines 
was readily available, at sea, and capable of 
putting troops ashore by helicopter and over 
the beach. The amphibious assault ship USS 
Guam, with its sophisticated communications 
and medical facilities, was the ideal ship 
from which to control such an operation. 

Originally, the Marines had anticipated 
landing on the southwest peninsula, but the 
arrival of a message on 22 October from the 
operation commander, Admiral Metcalf, 
telling them the Army would conduct an 
airborne attack on the island changed that. 

This must have been a frustrating time for 
the 22nd Marine. Amphibious Unit and its 
commander, Colonel James Faulker, for if 
there was fighting to be done they were the 
obvious choice to take the brunt of it, or so 
they thought. There were just over 800 
Marines of the 2nd Battalion, 8th Marines, 
which combined with attachments to form 
Battalion Landing Team (BLT) 2/8. They 
carried formidable firepower, having re­
cently been restructured into a new organi­
zation with more heavy weapons. A total of 
134 grenade launchers were carried, 
together with 32 Dragon antitank guided 
missile launchers, eight .SO-caliber heavy 
machine guns and eight 81mm mortars. To 
enhance mobility, the battalion had no few-
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U.S. Marines Combined 

GRENADA VETERAN 
As a staff officer f~r the Barbados 

Defence Force during Operation Urgent 
Fury, fylajor Mark Adkin, late of the 
British 'Anny, was in a unique position · 
to observe the intervention. Upon re­
turning to England from Barbados in 
1987, Major Adkin began work on his 
book, Urgent Fury, to be published by 
Lexington Books next spring, from 
which this series is extracted. Major 
Adkin is now retired, after more than 30 
y~ars in the service of the Crown. 

er than 52 jeeps under its direct control, with 
some 24 more available from other units. 

The Marine battalion had three rifle com­
panies - E, F, and G - a weapons com­
pany and a headquarters and supply (H&S) 
company for control and logistics. Each 
rifle company had three rifle platoons and a 
weapons platoon with three 60mm light 
mortars and M60 machine guns. For Urgent 
Fury, Lieutenant Colonel Ray Smith com­
manded BLT 2/8. Captain Henry Donigan 
commanded Company E, Captain Michael 
Dick had F, and Captain Robert Dobson 
Company G. The weapons company was 
under Captain Chris Gunther. 

Smith had a lot more apart from the bat­
talion. There was H Battery of the 3rd Bat­
talion, 10th Marines, under Captain Brad­
ley Gates, which had eight 155mm towed 
howitzers with a range of 22,000 meters. 
Armored support was available from the 
five M60 tanks of 3rd Platoon, A Company, 
2nd Tank Battalion, while 14 amphibious 
assault vehicles of 4th Platoon, A Company, 
2nd Assault Amphibian Battalion were 
available to land the Marines through the 
surf. Finally BLT 2/8 had its own recon­
naissance platoon from the 2nd Reconnais­
sance Battalion, an engineer platoon, plus a 
section of jeep-mounted TOW antitank 
rnissles. 

The helicopter lift capability was pro­
vided by the Marine Medium Helicopter 
Squadron 261 (HMM 261) under Lieuten­
ant Colonel Granville "Granny" Amos. 
This squadron normally consisted of 12 CH-
46E Sea Knights, with a troop-lifting capac­
ity of 25 combat-loaded Marines each. 
However, it had been reinforced for the 



S' URGENT FURY 
Ops Victory on Grenada 

Caribbean Sea D r 1·3 

GRENADA 

ABOVE: Marines on Grenada. After taking 
Pearls and Grenville, elements re-embarked 
for landings at Grand Mal Bay. 

LEFT: Marine from Company F, BLT 2/8, 
crouches next to building in Grenville. 
Photo: AP/Wideworld 

deployment to include four CH-530 Sea 
Stallions for heavy resupply loads or car­
rying a slung howitzer, four AH-IT Cobra 
gunships for fire support, and two UH-IN 
Hueys for command or liaison duties. 
Amos ' command also included several 
logistical , maintenance, and support de­
tachments. 

To sustain these two combat units was the 
task of the composite Marine Service Sup­
port Group 22 (MSSG 22). Its commanding 
officer was Major Albert Shively. Here 
were to be found a mixture of detachments 
concerned with keeping the BLT and HMM 
in action . Landing support, maintenance , 
medical, dental , supply, engineer, motor 
transport, explosive ordnance disposal, and 
military police were all represented . 

All of these units combined to form the 
22nd MAU. Faulkner, along with the com­
mander of the task force, were headquar­
tered on the USS Guam. In addition to 
MAU headquarters , the Guam also carried 

0-0AY 

Ect\o Company 

Companies E and F and HMM 261. Both 
rifle companies could be airlifted if need be 
by the CH-46s. Sailing on USS Trenton was 
Smith with his HQ, plus weapons company 
and the headquarters elements and shore 
party of MSSG 22. USS Fort Snelling car­
ried the tanks, the reconnaissance platoon 
and TOW section, along with a detachment 
of Navy SEALs. Company G, earmarked 
for possible beach landings, was on board 
the USS Manitowac with the amtracs, while 
her sister ship , the USS Barnstable County, 
carried the howitzer battery and engineers. 

The 22nd MAU was a formidable force 
with substantial mobility, great versatility, 
and the ability to act independently over a 
considerable period of time. 

The arrival on board the Guam of the 
liaison officers from Atlantic Command at 
2000 hours on the 23rd , carrying a draft 
operation order for Urgent Fury, caused 
somewhat of a stir. Smith and Amos were 
summoned to the briefing, arriving late. 
However, they quickly learned they had 
barely 30 hours in which to plan their new 
mission . This was to seize Pearls airfield 
and Grenville town, and neutralize any 
opposition in the area. They had the north; 
the south, including St. George's, belonged 
to the Army. The USS Independence, along 
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with her carrier battle group, would provide 
support as required. Around midnight on 
the 23rd, both officers sat down together to 
decide exactly how to achieve their objec­
tives . 

Like the Army, they wanted to arrive in 
Grenada while it was still dark. A daylight 
landing by sea or air made little tactical 
sense. However, they had both been told 
that no landings could be made before 0400 
hours on the 25th. This did not give them 
any leeway for delays or the unexpected. 
Both officers agreed that H-hour for heli­
borne troops and L-hour for troops landing 
over the beach should be simultaneous, at 
0400 hours . The Marines were carefully 
briefed on the rules of engagement. Heavy 
weapons could not be used indiscriminate-

ly, but only if they were essential to accom­
plish the mission. The object was to liber­
ate, not attack, Grenadians . 

Intelligence was still vague . Officers 
were lucky to get naval charts of the island , 
without grids . The Marines were warned 
that heavy surf and high winds along the 
east coast could make an amphibious land­
ing impossible . Before a beach landing 
could be confirmed, a detailed reconnais­
sance was essential. The detachment from 
SEAL Team 4 had this mission . Meanwhile, 
the 22nd MAU's plan envisaged a heliborne 
landing by a rifle company each at Pearls and 

Marine armor on Grenada. M60Al tank 
from 3rd Platoon, Company A, 2nd Tank 
Battalion Photo: Alan Oxley 

Grenville, with the remaining company fol­
lowing up with a surface landing. 

On the 24th, the bad news was the time 
change of H-hour to 0500. The most they 
could expect was half an hour of rapidly 
evaporating darkness. At about 2000 hours 
that night, two Seafox boats, each with a 
small group of SEALs plus a crew from 
Special Boat Unit 20, left the security of the 
USS Fort Snelling for a 15-kilometer ride in 
rough seas . The Seafoxes succeeded in 
reaching the beach area east of Pearls 
around midnight, after a most uncomfort­
able journey. There followed several hours 
of careful probing of the airport perimeter 
and close examination of the beaches , reef, 
and surf conditions along that section of the 
coast. Some Grenadian militia were seen 
and heard around the terminal buildings, but 
there was nothing to indicate strong de­
fenses . At 0400 hours they sent the mes­
sage, "Walking Track Shoes ," by radio. 
This meant tracked amphibians would find a 
landing extremely hazardous, while other 
landing craft would find it impossible. The 
proposed amphibious follow-up landing 
was cancelled. The initial assault would be 
entirely helibome; the amtracs would only 
be used if daylight revealed a more suitable 1 

beach. 
Smith and Amos got little sleep that night 

as they revised their plan yet again . They 
had several problems. Launching the air­
craft would take place in darkness; there 
were high winds with frequent rain squalls; 
the Guam had to be headed into the wind for 
takeoff, and radio silence was imposed. All 
this meant that embarking the Marines and 
liftoff would be a slow process. Helicopters 
would take off singly, which meant a subse­
quent rendezvous would be difficult, time 
consuming, and fuel expensive. There was 
no possibility of a simultaneous assault by 
the two companies, so Grenville would 
have to wait as Pearls was considered the 
more important objective. If H-hour for 
Pearls was 0500 hours, the assault at Gren­
ville would be in full daylight with no possi­
bility of surprise . 

Although the ships would be only 10 
miles from land and the CH-46s had a range 
of over 100 miles, prolonged waiting by the 
leading helicopters at an airborne rendez­
vous would consume excessive fuel. Amos 
could not guarantee putting the entire 
assault company down at the same time; 
some aircraft might have to refuel. It re­
quired careful calculations of time and dis­
tance , plus an element of luck. As it turned 
out, the leading company landed without its 
commander, Donigan, whose helicopter 
was refuelling at the time. Like their Army 
comrades in the south, the Marines' plan­
ning had been hasty and hindered by factors 
outside their control. 

Pouring over naval charts and aerial 
photographs, Smith and Amos endeavored 
to select suitable landing zones near their 
objectives. Originally, the idea was to come 
down on the runway itself, but Amos did not 
like it. A 275-foot hill covered with scrub 
was located just north of the runway , domi-
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nating it completely. Amos feared this 
could be occupied by antiaircraft guns or 
other troops, so he persuaded the MAU HQ 
to move the LZ south. He selected what 
appeared to be a disused racecourse some 
700 meters south of the airport. It was code 
named "LZ Buzzard," and from the photo­
graphs it appeared to be covered with low 
bushes. This would be the spot for Com­
pany E to land under Donigan; from there, 
they would move to secure the airport . The 
LZ site chosen for Company Funder Dick, 
who was to follow the leading company but 
seize Grenville, was also an apparently dis­
used racecourse further south, some 800 
meters northeast of the town . 

Amos was responsible for delivering the 
assaulting Marines to their LZs on time. 
What appeared to be ample time had been 
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allowed for launching the aircraft, with the 
first takeoff scheduled for 0300 hours, giv­
ing two hours to H-hour. However, slow 
launching and poor weather delayed the first 
helicopter's liftoff from the Guam's flight 
deck until 0315 hours. Consequently, E 
Company elements arrived at LZ Buzzard at 
0520, just as it was getting light. 

For the Marines, it was a sleepless night. 
Briefings and equipment preparation occu­
pied much of their time. Some snatched a 
few minutes' rest, others watched the John 
Wayne film, "Sands of Iwo Jima" -
thought to be an appropriate movie for the 
occasion. Reveille sounded at 0100 hours 
for all sailors and embarked Marines. A 
hurried meal was eaten and live ammunition 
drawn, and then the Marines formed into 
their helo teams and settled down to await 

Marine searching and then guarding 
Grenadian prisoner. In Grenville, local 
citizens gleefully pointed out members of 
government and militia - and loaned their 
cars to Marines for hauling away captured 
weapons. Photos: Alan Oxley 

their flight. V isibility was low, and 
although all the helicopters carried night 
vision goggles, not all the pilots had been 
trained in their use. Once airborne, all radio 
contact between aircraft or the ship was 
forbidden. It was far from an easy flight . 

By the time the first helicopters crossed 
the coastline, the rain had stopped and there 
was just sufficient light for the pilots com­
ing in low to make out some terrain features. 
The first thing they noticed was that the LZ, 
far from resembling a raeecourse, had palm 
trees and tall bushes growing all over it. 
This was highly disconcerting, although as 
yet they had not been fired on . Amos, who 
accompanied the lead flight , searched the 
ground for an alternative. There seemed to 
be fewer trees in the northwest comer, so he 
went in, followed by the others, for a suc­
cessful touch down . The only mishap occur­
red during attempts to unload the Sea Stal­
lion. Two TOW jeeps became jammed to­

gether, defying all efforts to free them. 
Marines struggled unsuccessfully for 30 min­
utes to disentangle them before tipping one 
jeep out of the rear door. The cost was one 
Marine with a broken leg, another with a 
broken arm, and one wrecked TOW launcher. 

It was not until the next flight of helicop­
ters approached the LZ, when visibility had 
improved, that the Grenadian militia anti­
aircraft gunners, who were on top of the hiII 
to the north of the runway that had worried 
Amos, opened up. The total opposition 
around Pearls did not amount to more than 
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an under-strength platoon, mostly dressed 
in T-shirts and jeans, with only a '1andful in 
uniforms . One of the gunners on the hill was 
a woman . Her aim was poor, so the erratic 
bursts from the two 12. 7mm guns caused no 
damage. They did, however, attract the 
attention of the Cobras, which fired 20mm 
cannon and 2. 75-inch rockets at the· site. 
This ended the militia's efforts to engage the 
incoming helicopters. 

Meanwhile on the ground, Donigan de­
tailed a platoon to protect the LZ while he 
advanced with the remaining two platoons 
toward the airfield, preceded by the Cobras 
overhead. As the Marines neared the ter­
minal , several short bursts of automatic 
weapons fire were directed at them. Fire 
was returned , and the Marines saw a group 
of Grenadians fleeing toward the western 
end of the runway. Nobody was hit on either 
side. By 0730 hours Pearls was secure, with 
the unexpected capture of two Cuban air­
craft and their 12 crew members - the first 
prisoners of the intervention. 

Smith had by now taken charge on the 
ground. He told Donigan to seize the hill 
from which the guns had fired, as it 
appeared to still be occupied. The Marines , 
heavily encumbered with packs, weapons , 
and flak jackets, slowly labored up the steep 
slope, expecting to draw heavy fire at any 
moiz\ent. There was none. As they neared 
the top, the members of the militia detach­
ment dropped their weapons and fled down 
the rear slope. Some Marines tried to fol­
low, but they had no chance of catching the 
Grenadians . The two 12.7mm guns, small 
arms and a stock of ammunition were se­
cured. 

Antitank weapons were deployed , while 
Donigan was instructed to regroup his com­
pany preparatory to advancing westward. 
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His platoons were scattered, so it was not 
until mid-morning that he was ready to 
move out. At that moment, the militia fired 
a mortar from a position in the hills im­
mediately west of the runway. Its targets 
were the terminal area, where three rounds 
landed, and LZ Buzzard, which received 
five rounds. A round then misfired in the 
tube, and rather than risk dealing with this, 
the militiamen abandoned the mortar. No 
casualties were incurred. 

It was not until 0630 hours that Company 
F approached their LZ. Daylight revealed 
the same problem as had faced Company E 
- palm trees. This time Amos, who was 
still airborne, spotted a playing field free of 
obstructions just east of the road running 
north from Grenville to the village of Para­
dise . Eminently suitable for helicopters, it 
was, however, surrounded by a high wall. If 
the enemy occupied the wall, life on the 
field would be short for deplaning Marines. 
With no other options available, Amos de­
cided to land, hoping that the feeble opposi­
tion at LZ Buzzard and the people in Gren­
ville who appeared to be waving in welcome 
were favorable signs . They were; nobody 
fired on them as they landed, nor when they 
advanced cautiously into the town. The 
citizens of Grenville had in fact been wav­
ing in welcome, and they busied themselves 
identifying militia personnel and arms 
caches, even loaning their vehicles to the 
Marines to carry the captured weapons . 
Dick spent the morning setting up roadblocks 
and conducting searches around the town. 

After the difficult days of planning, with 
the constant changes, the poor inteUigence, 
and the miserable weather which compelled 

Marine TOW jeeps on Grenada. Photo: 
Alan Oxley 

a piecemeal insertion almost one helicopter 
at a time, the Marines deserved their share 
of luck. Opposition was negligible, so by 
niid-morning they had secured both objec­
tives at a cost of two accidental injuries . At 
the airport, they were to erect a sign above 
the terminal entrance that read "Marine 
Corps Air Station Douglas" (MCAS 
DOUGLAS) in honor of a former comrade, 
Sergeant Major Douglas, who was killed in 
Lebanon. It is now in the Corps museum. 

By noon, Admiral Metcalf was none too 
happy with progress thus far. Resistance to 
the Army in the south had been unexpected­
ly prolonged; the Cubans were still fighting, 
and it looked as though there could be more 
enemy units uncommitted. Intelligence 
staffs were guessing; raising estimates of 
opposition strength, which at the time -
judging by the results of the first six hours 
- they were justified in doing. As Metcalf 
knew, the PRA (People's Revolutionary 
Army) could still grab American hostages at 
the Grand Anse campus at any time, and the 
Rangers were no nearer to taking Calvigny . 
In the south, there were only two weak 
Ranger battalions and 300 Caribbean sol­
diers and policemen. The 82nd Airborne 
could not start arriving until late afternoon . 

As if all this were not enough, there was 
the crucial problem of the governor general 
trapped inside his house with a handful of 
SEALs. Of all the special operations, this 
was the most critical from a political stand­
point. The restoration of constitutional au­
thority depended on securing Sir Paul 
Scoon. If he was killed or taken hostage, 
there would be a lot of explaining to do . 
Metcalf could ensure air-to-ground fire sup­
port from the Spectres , or possibly the Co­
bras, but what was needed were strong rein­
forcements actually on the ground at Gov-
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emrnent House. The only solution was to 
use the Marines, still fresh and unbloodied 
in the north . Somehow they must get into 
St. George's to sort out the mess; and it must 
be on the 25th. 

How best to move the Marines quickly, 
and where to put them? Those were the 
urgent questions confronting Metcalf. The 
obvious answer as to method was by heli­
copter. There were enough CH-46s to lift 
two companies, and two companies were 
ashore near suitable LZs. However, it was 
not as simple as that. Pearls airport could 
not be abandoned, and neither could Com­
pany G come ashore to relieve Company E, 
as an amphibious landing on that part of the 
coast was still too risky. In fact, it was 
intended that Company G be helilifted off 
the Manitowac to Pearls. Grenville, howev­
er, was friendly. Company F could be sent 
immediately, while Company G was dis­
patched by sea to land over a suitable beach 
on the sheltered west coast. 

But where to land? The planners on the 
Guam picked Grand Mal Bay, because the 
town center, which was 1,500 meters to the 
north, could be reached quickly on foot if 
necessary. It was ideal for arntracs, but an LZ 
for the helicopters would be problematic. 

So without the knowledge of its com­
manding officer, who was at Pearls and not 
in radio contact with the Guam, BLT 2/8 
was scattered on a new mission. The Man­
itowac was ordered to take Company G with 
13 amtracs around the north of the island; 
the Guam, together with the Fort Snelling 
carrying the tanks and TOWs and the 
Barnstable County with the howitzer bat­
tery, went south, also making for the west 
coast. The Trenton was to remain off the 
northeast of the island. Ashore, Company E 
would remain guarding Pearls, while Com­
pany F was earmarked for a heliborne inser­
tion at Grand Mal. H-bour was to be 1630 
hours for both the sea and air landings; the 
aim being to press on into St. George's to 
relieve the SEALs at Government House 
that evening. The operation envisaged the 
tanks and howitzers going ashore after the 
rifle companies so that, apart from Com­
pany E, all ofTF 124 would be operating in 
the south, in or around St. George's. 

For Lt. Col. Smith, the changes put in 
motion around 1300 hours heralded the start 
of what surely must have been his most 
frustrating time in the Marines. His com­
mand had been sent into battle without him, 
and it was to be nine hours before he finally 
caught up with bis leading companies at 
Grand Mal. Company G, followed later by 
Company F, was on its own, without con­
tact with its battalion HQ during the poten­
tially critical period following its insertion 
close to St. George's. Luck was to smile on 
it again. The landings were to be un­
opposed, although Smith and his company 
commanders had no way of knowing that. 
To them, they were being thrown piecemeal 
into a battle without proper orders or com­
munications, with no on-scene headquarters 
to provide guidance (as the BLT's alterna­
tive command group was committed to 
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Marine in the streets of Grenville, Grenada, 
25 October 1983. Photo: AP/Wideworld 

Pearls), and while Smith flew backwards 
and forwards desperately trying to rejoin his 
unit. 

For Smith, it all started about 1500 hours, 
while he was still controlling operations at 
Pearls and Grenville and anticipating the 
remainder of his command coming ashore 
that afternoon. Although he had heard be­
fore leaving the Guam of the possibility of a 
landing elsewhere, he received no further 
signals on the subject. This was because the 
radio link was giving trouble, even over the 
water. On the Guam the change of plan was 
going ahead without Smith or his executive 
officer, while a reconnaissance platoon 
commander was standing high up on the 
weather deck of the Fort Snelling with a 
hand-held radio trying to contact his com­
manding officer. Around 1500 he suc­
ceeded. The platoon leader told Smith that 

an assault on the west coast was to be made; 
in fact the Manitowac had already left, 
steaming northward, while the others (ex­
cept for the Trenton) were going south . The 
young officer asked what was happening. 

Smith's comments are not recorded , but 
leaving his XO in charge, he boarded a 
resupply helicopter for the Guam . There he 
had a quick briefing from the operations 
officer. The new operation involved Com­
pany G landing over the beach at Grand Mal 
and Company F joining them by helicopter. 
The final objective was the Governor 
General's residence . Nothing much was 
known about the enemy, except the rumors 
of a Cuban battalion north of the town. 
H-hour was only some 45 minutes away. 
Smith's only consolation was that he had 
grabbed a proper map of the island captured 
at Pearls airport, so he had some idea of 
where he was going. This was of little use, 
however, while he was separated from his 
companies. 
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Smith's first reaction was to rush to the 
flag plot compartment and forcefully ex­
plain that a landing at 1630 hours was an 
impossibility. If H-hour was not pc3tponed, 
Company G would land on its own without 
any possibility of coordinating in time with 
Company F. It was agreed to delay H-hour 
to 1830 hours. This message reached the 
Manitowac after she had lowered her 
ramps , launched her safety boats, and Com­
pany G was ready in its amphibious assault 
vehicles. 

Smith now needed to return to Pearls, 
rejoin his command group, tell his XO what 
was happening, get Company F organized 
for its heliborne assault, and then fly to the 
Manitowac before H-hour. It was then near­
ly 1700 hours; there was sufficient time. His 
temper was not improved when it took him 
30 minutes to find a helicopter to take him to 
Pearls -or so he thought. The problem was 
that the helicopter pilot had been instructed 
to fly to Salines, not Pearls. By the time 
Smith, now thoroughly enraged, discovered 
this error, more precious time had been 
wasted. He finally touched down at Pearls 
just 20 minutes before the scheduled Grand 
Mal H-hour. It would take at least that much 
time to reach the Manitowac- if they could 
find it in the dark. 

Dashing around, Smith collected his 
command group, rushed back to the same 
helicopter ordering the pilot to find the 
Manitowac, or if that was impossible the 
Guam. They took off in darkness. Then the 
unfortunate pilot was unable to make radio 
contact with anybody except the Trenton, 
which had remained to the northeast of the 
island. Round and round they flew frantical­
ly peering into the black night, using up fuel 
and finding nothing. After an hour, with 
fuel low, there was nothing to be done but 
land on the Trenton. More delay followed 
while Smith tried to get a flight to the Guam. 
By this time he was, as he himself described 
it, ''so frustrated I could barely see.'' It was 
then about 2300 hours. He was back on the 
Guam where he had started six hours earlier; 
it was eight hours since he had first received 
confinnation of the Grand Mal operation, 
and it was to be another hour before he 
finally got there. 

Company G and the five tanks which 
started coming ashore just after 1900 hours 
had to wait another nine hours before Com­
pany F began arriving by helicopter. This 
lengthy delay was due to a combination of 
adverse factors . First, proper command and 
control by Smith had been impossible due to 
both his being unable to rejoin his command 
and the persistently bad radio communica­
tions between units. Then there was the 
necessity of having to ferry Company F 
from Pearls across the island with helicop­
ters from the Guam, which was now off the 
west coast, making the journey longer, with 
more frequent refuelling required. It was 
also a pitch black night, with the LZ at 
Grand Mal actually on the narrow beach, so 
that only two helicopters could land at a 
time. It had been decidedly quicker and 
simpler by sea . 
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Not that G Company had been spared its 
share of frustration; far from it. The day had 
started for Dobson with his company sitting 
in the amtracs at 0345 hours ready to land at 
0430. Hourly postponements came for land­
ings at 0530, 0630, and 0730, followed by 
cancellation. 

Shortly after midday, Dobson was told 
that the amtracs would go in empty while his 
Marines were helilifted ashore. At 1330 
hours, with the company waiting on the 
flight deck, Dobson was called to the bridge 
and informed that he was now to land on the 
northwest coast, possibly in the Victoria 
area. No mention was made of Grand Mal. 
With the Manitowac now sailing around the 
north of the island, Dobson' s men hurriedly 
reembarked in the amtracs. They passed 
Victoria with no orders to land. The next 
signal received by the ship indicated 
Gouyave was the likely objective. Another 
false alarm. By now it was getting dark, and 
his men had had more than enough of sitting 
cramped all day inside the amtracs. At 1750 
Dobson summoned his' platoon command­
ers, explaining that as he had received no 
orders from battalion HQ, it now seemed 
unlikely that a landing would be made that 
day, so they should leave all their equip­
ment on the vehicles while the Marines 
stood down for some sleep. 

Inevitably, no sooner had he given these 
instructions than he was summoned back to 
the bridge, this time to definitely land at 
Grand Mal at 1830 hours. The LZ was code 
named "Fuel" as the narrow, restricted 
strip of land between the shore and the hills 
had a small fuel tank farm at the northern 
end. Still not knowing what he was ex­
pected to do, still out of touch with his 
commanding officer, Dobson got his men 
back aboard the amtracs, and Company G 
was launched on time. The 13 amtracs made 
for the beach in pitch blackness. The first 
one crawled ashore at 1901 hours. Later, the 
utility landing craft (LCUs) began bringing 
in tanks, along with jeeps armed with .50 
caliber machine guns and TOWs. It was 
getting decidedly crowded at LZ Fuel. 

Dobson secured his position by posting a 
platoon to the north and south of the LZ 
across the road and dispatched a reconnais­
sance patrol to the south. He went about 
consolidating his position while awaiting 
further orders. It was not until 2300 that a 
helicopter was heard overhead. There was 
no sign of the enemy, so red lights were put 
out to indicate an LZ. A UH-IN carrying the 
MAU air liaison officer, Major William 
Sublette, touched down. Sublette told Dob­
son that there was apparently a strong 
enemy force between them and St. 
George's, but he could expect Company F 
to reinforce them by helicopter sometime 
after midnight. Dobson asked Sublette to 

· make contact with Smith on his return for 
further instructions. 

Sublette's return virtually coincided with 
Smith's arrival on the Guam, so he im­
mediately-offered to guide Smith back to LZ 
Fuel. The Huey, followed by Smith in a 
CH-46, touched down around midnight. 

The Sea Knight was too large for the LZ, so 
its rear wheels were in the water when Smith 
with his Alpha group disembarked. After 
the Jong hours of exasperating delay , 
Smith's humor had returned. As he waded 
ashore, he reflected that it was a novel ex­
perience: ''A heliborne ship-to-shore move­
ment where you still had to wade through 
the surf." 

While the the commanders of Urgent 
Fury, were less than pleased with progress 
on D-day, they perhaps did not appreciate 
that they had had a very lucky day. Many 
things had gone very wrong, but they had 
secured Salines and Pearls and had suffered 
negligible casualties. And now the Marines 
were poised to rescue the governor general 
early on the 26th. Good fortune had done 
much to ensure the success of the first day ' s 
operations. At the end of D-day, things 
could easily have been much worse. 

In the early hours of the 26th, Smith 
started his move on St George's. He was a 



mere two kilometers north of the town, but 
there was only one road south, which hug­
ged the shoreline and was completely 
dominated by steep slopes to the east. 
Smith, who thought there might be a strong 
Cuban force between himself and his objec­
tive, had really no option but to advance in 
single file along the road. With the recon 
platoon on foot in front, followed by two 
platoons in amtracs, backed up by five M60 
tanks, Dobson' s Company G snaked its way 
slowly through the darkness toward St. 
George's. Back at the LZ, a rear guard 
platoon awaited the arrival of Company F. 

Opposition was so light that G Company 
was told to push on to Government House. 
Dobson and his men dismounted and ad­
vanced cautiously up the steep incline to­
ward the governor general's house. At 0730 
they linked up with the SEALs. 

Meanwhile, Smith, with Company F, 
had arrived to the rear. Smith instructed 
Company G to seize Fort Frederick. Dobson 

approached the fort carefully, detaching 
some men with machine guns to cover his 
final approach from some high ground ab­
out 300 meters north of the Fort. However, 
as the Marines neared the walls, they 
observed parties of men climbing down the 
back side, apparently abandoning the posi: 
tion . Company G was able to walk in un­
opposed. A large haul of weapons and 
ammunition was captured, including three 
82mrn mortars . 

Company G's next task was to capture 
Richmond Hill prison. Just prior to their 
arriving, the Marines recieved some wel­
come news - the prison was undefended . 
A platoon was sent immediately, and the 
prison was secured by 0800 hours. 

G company now began to advance along 
the road that followed the spine of Matne 
Jaloux ridge southward. They cautiously 
approached their next objective - Fort 
Adolphus. The troops could see it was occu­
pied and was flying a flag that nobody rec-

ABOVE: Richmond Hill prison, near St. 
George's, was secured by Marines from 
Company G on third day of intervention. 
Photo: Mark Adkin 

LEFT: Soviet-made armored personnel 
carrier on its way to Fort Rupert. Attack 
led to murder of Prime Minister Maurice 
Bishop and directly to U.S. intervention. 
Photo: AP/Wideworld 

ognized. It looked as though a major assault 
might be needed to secure it. Smith obtained 
permission to use air support and naval gun­
fire to soften the defenses, and he also dis­
cussed with Dobson the deployment of 
TOW missiles and heavy machine guns . 
Nevertheless they used none of these heavy 
weapons; something stopped them. Smith 
later recalled, ''The only thing that stopped 
us from going in and prepping it is that we 
had been so successful without shooting that 
I recall consciously making a decision: It's 
working. Let's keep doing it the way we're 
doing it.'' He then told Dobson, ''Just scout 
it out. If you take any fire back off, and 

we'll blow the hell out of it." Company G's 
approach revealed the building to be the 
home of the Venezuelan Embassy. 

Company F moved up to clear St. 
George's . It was a silent city , with nobody 
on the streets, no vehicles about and no sign 
of any enemy forces . 

Smith was now overextended . Company 
E was still based at Pearls, while the other 
two were fully committed in the town or on 
the surrounding ridges. He decided to form 
a temporary rifle company out of his artil­
lery battery. So H Battery came ashore, 
leaving its artillery pieces on the ship . This 
freed Companies F and G for further opera­
tions . 

Admiral Metcalf, pleased with the prog­
ress of the Marines, ordered them to con­
tinue south. The Marines linked up with 
forward elements of the 82nd Airborne Di­
vision on 28 October and continued mop­
ping up operations until 31 October, when 
they returned to their ships to prepare for an 

assault on the nearby island of Carriacou. 
After the uncontested landing on Car­

riacou , Urgent Fury was over for the 
Marines. Although plagued from the start 
by unrealistic timings , piecemeal landings, 
overburdened infantry, command snarl­
ups, unbelievably poor radio communica­
tions and lack of tactical intelligence, a11 of 
which were aggravated by having to operate 
on land with naval charts or tourist maps , 
the Marines had accomplished their initial 
mission, rapidly redeployed and again se­
cured all their assigned objectives . Only 
two Marines, a pilot and co-pilot from one 
of HMM-261 's Cobra gunships, were lost 
to enemy action. 

By 3 November ail ground combat ele­
ments of the 22nd MAU had backloaded to 
the ships of Amphibious Squadron 4 ·for 
transport to Lebanon. The shattered 24th 
MAU was relieved in place on 18 Novem­
ber. Taking up positions in Beirut, the 22nd 
MAU was the last Marine contingent to the 
Multi-National Force, suffering 13 killed 
before withdrawing in November 1984. ~ 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 37 



SOI~ COMBAT REPORT 

• • • DONE 
F: FOR THE 
., ........... 

·' ...... , 
• .-·-·' Ghanikhcl •,, 

RO 
tll'•.,,,,. * .6. <DRA Ga rrison) '•, 

,. Shinw,ir • ,. --. ..... _, __ 
. . ' 
I ' \ • : faoda China ,.,/"' 

Ghanikhel 
~ ; "'~;::;:, ~~~'~"' I ,.,· * • l . .,,-• * Sorobi fMRl · Stingcrl • SholgN / 

.,,,,··' Achin e ,.. Garrison Falls to 
/ .. / 

I Ndliyan Valley * ..,, 
i • • Dorb.ib.:i .• ~ 

; !SR(~~~~~1:,i;;~rs) IMRU ;• .....-'"'--------'---. 

/ / ~ 
I ,. 

I• ·--·-·-·-·-·--·-·-·"""' ·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-e DRA Post 

*Army Unit 
• Mu] Fire Base 

A Op Site 

Editor's note: This is the first article written 
for SOP by an Afghan journalist. We found 
Farivar's dispatches refreshing, with an im­
mediacy possible only for a reporter who 
really knows the language and the strength 
and determination of the people of Af­
ghanistan. 

COMMANDER Shafiq exchanges 
shouts on the radio with his five young 

spotters as the first round from a l 20mm 
mortar flashes out of the barrel. It lands 200 
meters from its target - the garrison of the 
67th Regiment of the Afghan army, 7 .5 
kilometers away. 

"Drop JOO meters!" the spotter radios . 
It takes less than two minutes to change 

the elevation. A second mortar, mounted 8 
meters away , is also readied to fire its first 
round . Unlike their previous operations 
with the less noisy Chinese mortars, the 
crew put their fingers in their ears as two 
men sheltering behind a low rocky wall 
yank the cord which fires the round. Six of 
them are lucky enough to wear sotind­
suppressor earmuffs. 

The spotter observes a dense puff of 
smoke next to the target and shouts for a 
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PAKISTAN 

Map shows Ghanikhel garrison, secondary 
targets and enemy army and militia units, 
as well as locations of mujahideen 
fire bases. 

change in the elevation. But the exact impact 
point can ' t be seen through the rising dust. 

Only two weeks earlier Commander Kha­
lid of Hezbi-i-lslami (Islamic Party of 
Younis Khalis) had discussed the offensive 
with two of his counterparts in Nangarhar 
Province - Maulavi Sawabgul from Hezb­
i-lslami (Islamic Party of Gulbuddin Hek­
matyar) and Hafizul Haq from lttehad-i­
lslami (Islamic Alliance). Khalid , whose 
left foot was blown off three years ago in a 
land mine explosion, had informed the two 
commanders of the plan given to him by 
party authorities, saying they would use the 
new U.S.-supplied 120mm mortars . Hafi­
zul Haq and Sawabgul, who had cooperated 
with Khalid in the past, agreed with the 
idea. The time was fixed, and each of the 
three commanders promised to provide a 
part of the military power. 

As midnight arrives on 2 April, 30 mules 
carry two Spanish 120mm mortars and 110 
rounds through the darkness toward the op­
eration area in Esara Kanda. About 40 mu­
jahideen march through the rocky terrain. 

Walking through the night, the young 

Muj Mortars 
Text & Photos 

by 
Masood Farivar 

AFGHAN JOURNALIST 
Masood Parivar is an Afghan journal­

ist who has been a refugee in Palcistan for 
the last five years. Fariv~ studied jour­
nalism and English at the Afghan Media 
Resource Center in Peshawar, Pakistan. 
When he received a letter from a U.S . 
centact, SOF associate David lsb:y_, 
asking him to get a story about the new 
mortar supplied by the United States to 
the resistance, he took matters into his 
own hands and arranged to travel into 
Afghanistan to get the story himself. 

This is his first article published in the 
United States. We welcome our new 
Afghan colleague, and hope to !}ave 
more stories from Masood Farivar in the 
future. 

mujahideen armed with AKs talk about the 
operation ahead of them. Along the way, 
they stop at each village to drink water. 
They also give water to the mules. Each of 
the mules, which they say were supplied by 
Pakistan, carries six mortar rounds . 

At 0400 hours the men and mules arrive 
in a desolate glen. They follow a narrow 
path leading into the valley . The area looks 
barren, but some fresh footprints indicate 
that someone has lately preceded them 
along this path. The boys head toward a 
spring, about 200 meters away, to make 
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wuzu (ablution) and say morning prayers. 
"This is a fantastic position," says 

Awalgul with delight. "We are safe from 
enemy rockets , and we have supply 
approach ways open. And water is handy. ' ' 

Armed with binoculars, he and his four­
man team scramble up to the top of the hill 
for range and direction finding . The others 
dig in the weapons. 

Men from the other two parties arrive 
simultaneously and dig positions in the 
appointed places . Hafizul Haq's men are 
stationed about 1.5 kilometers to the rear, a 
position used by the mujahideen many times 
in attacks against the army garrison. As 
promised in their first meeting with Com­
mander Khalid, they have brought a Stinger 
antiaircraft missile, along with four extra 
mortar rounds. A few meters away, a BM-
12 MRL (Multiple Rocket Launcher) is 
mounted and sighted at the Afghan army 
garrison at Ghanikhel. 

Another group of 50 men from this party, 
anned with three 82mm mortars, a 75mm 
recoilless rifle and RPG-7s, is positioned in 
the Siah Chob area to attack three posts near 
the garrison. 

A Hezbi-i-Islami BM-1 SBRL (Single 
Barrel Rocket Launcher) is mounted in the 
Naziyan Valley to attack a militia unit at 
Achin , a 400-man-strong force that is one of 
two probable sources of reinforcements for 
the Afghan army garrison that is the primary 
target. 

The primary target, an army garrison and 
the headquarters of Shinwar District, lies 
7 .5-8.2 kilometers from the mujahideen 
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launch site. The basic objective is to wipe 
out the garrison, dealing a tremendous blow 
to the shaky Afghan army troops . 

For years , the garrison housed an esti­
mated 1,000 men and was a major offensive 
unit of the communist army in Nangarhar 
Province, in the east of the country. But, 
according to one army deserter, it was par­
tially evacuated and the soldiers sent to 
Kandahar. He said there were now only 
300-400 soldiers at the garrison. 

Secondary targets include three newly 
established posts in the Naziyan area, which 
harass mujahideen travel to Dowa Kholey . 
In addition, three small outposts in the 
Taoda China area are manned by local mili­
tias, who allow Pakistani tribesmen to trans­
port weapons across the border. The two 
army and militia units in the Achin and 
Sorobi areas will be forced to cower under 
constant MRL and mortar fire, preventing 
them from sending reinforcements to Gha­
nikhel and other posts during the offensive. 

While radioing to all commanders, op­
eration commander Khalid stations an MRL 
crew of his own men in the Naziyan Valley. 
Their purpose is to keep enemy reinforce­
ment and supply routes closed until the op­
eration is over. There are about 40 men with 
him. 

Limping about, he surveys the whole area 
and gives orders . Three small-arms groups 
from the different parties are also deployed 
to surround three 15-man outposts nearby. 

"They are positioned only 500 meters 
from the posts," Khalid says. " After we 
fire mortars and rockets at the posts , they 

ABOVE: Mujahid signaling to spotters to 
make sure the target has been correctly 
sighted. 

BELOW: Awalgul (left) and one of the two 
assistant commanders use their binoculars 
to spot third explosion at Afghan army 
garrison. 

will attack them. " 
By 1100 hours the mortar crew is ready. 

Most of the ammunition has already been 
carried down for the two mortars. The crew 
consists of one commander, two assistant 
commanders who also adjust the level of the 
mortars, two men to alter the elevation and 
deflection, two gunners who actually fire 
the weapon, two loaders and five spotters. 
In addition, five young men are assigned to 
carry water from the spring in the casings of 
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spent shells . 
Awalgul, the head spotter, and his four 

men are on the hilltop. They are about 150 
meters from the mortar position . He talks to 
Commander Shafiq and Operation Com­
mander Khalid from time to time on his 
two-way radio . 

The sun now burns in the clear sky and 
.the mujahideen have already started to per­
spire, frequently drinking water. A cool 
breeze blows. They consider this an omen 

Seeking cover behind rocks, Osman pulls 
the trigger. Another mujahid puts his 
fingers in his ears as the mortar makes a 
deafening sound. 

GUIDED BY ALLAH 
Courageous Afghans firing Israeli 

bombs out of Spanish mortars were the 
combination of forces and technologies 
that reduced the communist garrison at 
Ghanikhel to dust. 

The combination was made possible 
by American dollars, albeit somewhat 
late in the game. 

From the beginning, the Afghans 
begged the United States for the miliary 
wherewithal to fight the Soviets on even 
terms, but career bureaucrats in 
Washington Limited U.S. support both in 
terms of quantity and quality . 

Through tlie early years of the war, 
1979-1985, the bureaucrats argued suc­
cessfully that: 

l) We should not supply the Afghans 
with sophisticated weapons, because 
they were too complex for the Afghans 
to employ; 

2) Provision of sophisticated weapons 
traceable to the West might upset the 
Soviets and provoke Soviet destabiliza­
tion in Pakistan or escalation of conflicts 
among the various guerrilla clients of 
Moscow; 
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of victory . 
" This is an unusual operation," says 

Karirnullah, 30, a mujahid who has come 
with the mortar crew from Pakistan. "Its 
significance is that the mujahideen can 
attack conventional enemy targets in the 
middle of the day." 

A walgul has two good reasons for the 
choice of a daytime attack: First, at night the 
bright flash of the mortar gives away their 
position , and second, it's difficult to spot 
the target at night. ''Although there is some 
risk of aerial bombing in the daytime, we 
chose it , relying on the Stinger , " he 
reasons. 

It is now 1100 hours , and the operation 
starts with a round from an 82mm mortar in 
the Naziyan area. The gunner fires several 
rounds against the three government posts 
in the Naziyan Valley . Orders are radioed 
by Commander Khalid, who is controlling 
the operation . 

Within minutes a volley of BM-12 rounds 
also falls near the army garrison in Sorobi . 
Security posts and the two military units 
respond but are apparently taken by surprise 
and unprepared to react seriously. With 
their constant-fire tactics, the mujahideen 
pin down the other posts . An exchange of 
rocket fire erupts. Afghan government mor­
tars whistle overhead, exploding in the dis­
tance. 

Seconds later, spotters report the result. 
Only single enemy rockets explode hun­
dreds of meters to the left or right of the 
glen. Though some rockets explode nearby , 
Commander Shafiq maintains his position 
for more than 20 minutes . While rockets 
whoosh and mortars whistle overhead, the 

3) It was a waste, because the Afghans 
would lose in the long run anyway, and 
anything we provided them would mere­
ly prolong the war and the suffering. 

As a consequence, until 1986 the 
Afghans received only Chinese and Egyp­
tian copies of basic Soviet arms (AKs, 
RPGs, RPKs, DShKs) and a mixed lot of 
mines, explosives and mortars. 

It was only prodding by Congress that 
pushed the CIA into escalating levels of 
support, and, finally, an improvement in 
the quality of the weapons. 

Oerlikon 20mm cannons - for air 
defense of border depots and staging 
camps - were sent in 1986, highly 
effective Stinger surface-to-air missiles 
in late 1986, and the long-range 120mm 
Spanish mortars in late 1987. The 
Afghans gleefully unwrapped the 
goodies and went to work, smashing the 
naysayers' three arguments, along with 
numerous Soviet jets, helicopters and 
bases. The cost of Afghanistan in men 
and materiel climbed higher than the 
Soviets were willing to pay, and they ran 
up the white flag in 1988. 

The Spanish Model M-84 mortar that 
smashed Ghanikhel was picked over 

men in the glen are talking and laughing and 
carrying more shells to the mortars. 

Commander Shafiq looks at his watch 
and orders fire. Mortars are loaded. Lalagha 
and Osman grab hold of the 8-foot-long 
nylon rope. Four other members of the crew 
are wearing their earmuffs . The others put 
their fingers in their ears, sheltering behind 
rocks . Four strong hands are now gripping 
the trigger rope . 

" Allah hu Akbar! [God is great]," the 
mujahideen cry out as the two men pull the 
rope. The mortars make a deafening sound. 
The smell of gunpowder drifts up . The 17-
kilogram warhead travels toward the target 
so swiftly that it can't be seen in mid air. 

Awalgul reports each explosion and esti­
mates the distance to the target. Now he tells 
the commander to change the elevation by 
100 meters . 

"Kabul, Khyber! Kabul, Khyber!" 
Commander Shafiq radios. 

"Kabul, Khyber! Ready! Ready!" the 
reply comes. 

"What happened to the first round?" 
"There is an explosion near the target. 

Drop 100 meters!" 
With the aid of a protractor, the two men 

near the mortars make some adjustments . 
Two more rounds are fired, exploding 
beyond the target, this time closer - only 
100 meters off. The base pl(\te of the second 
mortar, about three feet in diameter, jerks 
out of position, but is fixed instantly by the 
crew. 

"The recoil brings 120 tons of force on 
the ground," says Commander Shafiq with 
some exaggeration. ''The first time we used 
this mortar [in Kunar Province] it made such 

other 120mrn models available in the 
west because the Spanish came up with 
improved technology to lighten the M-
84 to less than its standard 85 kilogram 
weight. The bombs came from Israel. 
Called "WRAP rounds," they too re­
present an improvement over older 
ammunition for the 120mrn. 

Initially, only six mortars and a small 
quantity of shells were sent to the 
Afghans. Field deployment was delayed 
due to a regrettable accident in Pakistan 
in which a tube exploded when a Pakis­
tani trainer double shotted. The M-84 
tube can be transported with a shell in the 
tube and fired with a lanyard. The Pakis­
tani forgot and dropped in a second 
round on top of one already in the tube. 

The Afghans didn't make that mis­
take . Outside Kabul, at Bagram Air 
Base, the Afghans' first combat deploy­
ment of the Spanish 120mm produced 
great joy among the freedom fighters 
and fear in Moscow when one of the first 
rounds hit an ammunition truck. The 
subsequent secondaries destroyed 11 
aircraft (mostly helicopters) and killed 
60 Soviets. 

It was truly a shot guided by Allah. 
-Jim Graves 
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a deep bowl in the ground that no one be­
lieved it was done by the mortar." 

Happy with his estimate and at being safe 
from enemy fire, Awalgul glances into his 
binoculars and talks to his friends. "This 
time we will hit it, Inshallah [God will­
ing]," he murmurs. 

Another 100-meter drop in elevation is 
radioed by the spotter. Gui Agha makes 
adjustments, and the mortars are reloaded. 
Commander Shafiq again orders fire. 

Mortars boom, and the terrifying sound 
courses through every mujahid. As the 
rounds blast off, heading toward the target, 
the gunners shelter in a shallow ''protec­
tive" position of about 2 square meters dug 
out behind each mortar. This is for fear of 
the mortar itself. 

Although the possibility of the 120mm 
exploding is said to be out of the question, 
last year in Chaghasarai one of these 
weapons blew up in action, killing two mu­
jahideen. 

''A blast of the shell inside the barrel is 
usually caused by lack of proper care, keep­
ing the ammunition in a hot barrel for too 
long, and up-side-down or double load­
ing," Commander Shafiq warns his men. 

Thirty minutes pass. More mortar rounds 
explode on the target. Spotters cheer at the 
sight of the explosions. 

" The tank is blown up!" one of them 
shouts. He points at a cloud of black smoke 
mixed with rising dust. High explosive war­
heads blast near a T-62 tank which was 
spotted earlier, producing two loud reports. 

Many mujahideen hurry to the top to see 
the explosion. A crowd throngs the flat area 
where the spotters are based. They ex­
change binoculars with one another, sight-

. ing the cloud of smoke rising over the explo­
sion site. 

With the crowd unheeding, suddenly a 
volley of ZPU (Soviet 14.5mm heavy 
machine gun) rounds strafes the area. Fort­
unately, everyone is safe. "Scatter! Run! 
Down! We've been spotted by the troops!" 
A walgul shouts at the crew. 

The crew and the mujahideen crawl down 
briskly to prepare for the next firing . For 
them it was an unusually fast aiming. With 
60mm and 82mm mortars, mujahideen say 
they have to fire at least five rounds to spot 
and hit the target. 

The barrage produced excellent results. 
Enemy rockets from the garrison are no longer 
posing a threat to the mujahideen. The MRL 
crew continues to fire at the garrison. 

Loading resumes . Two mujahideen move 
more rounds to the mortars. Commander 
Shafiq orders the first mortar to fire some 
10-15 rounds at the same target. Having 
fired only five rounds, the second mortar 
halts. 

The high explosive ammunition causes 
great destruction. Structures over the top of 
the hillocks where the garrison is located 
collapse after a series of explosions. Now 
trees, which were hidden behind a tower 
and the buildings, can be seen. Single re­
taliatory shots still impact here and there, 
apparently coming from other militia posts 

JANUARY 89 

that are still resisting. 
Suddenly, rockets roar over the glen and 

land near Hafizul Haq's position. Mujahi­
deen say this position is known to the 
enemy. 

"They are mistaking their position for 
ours. That is an old position. So we are 
lucky," Gui Agha says. 

Troops backed by tanks and two MRLs 
might turn into a headache. Commander 
Shafiq exchanges shouts with Awalgul on 
his radio. Awalgul spots the new enemy 
MRL postion at Yuawulasuma Wala - a 
small village near the district headquarters. 
Commander Shafiq orders two rounds to be 
fired against the area where, apparently, 
Soviet reinforcements have arrived. 

''Two successful hits,'' A walgul reports. 
Minutes pass, and there is no more fire from 
that direction. "The Russians have retreat­
ed,'' Gui Agha cheers. 

The quota for the first mortar runs out, 
and Commander Shafiq asks A walgul to 
spot the second target, headquarters of 
Shinwar District, 8.2 kilometers away -
the maximum range of the mortar. The bar­
rel is cleaned. "Turn 800 meters to the 
left!" Awalgul radios. He spots six security 
posts near a dense cluster of trees and 
bushes near the garrison. 

Commander Shafiq orders the mujahi­
deen to bring up the incendiary shells that 
have been used only intermittently so far. 
There are 25 left. The second mortar is 
prepared to fire the first incendiary round. 
As the first projectile heads toward the 
target, an arrow of luminous fire flows out 
of the barrel. The bright flash extends up to 
3 feet from the muzzle. 

"This flash can illuminate an area of 2 
square kilometers at night. This is the bad 
point in this mortar, because the enemy 
locates you very easily," Awalgul says. 

The action continues. Twenty-five 
rounds are fired. But this is no speedy fir­
ing. Commander Shafiq says there are two 
ways to fire . On automatic, up to 12 rounds 
can be fired . "But mujahideen don't fire on 
automatic___,. loading and firing - because 
of safety," he says . 

Two mujahideen wearing white asbestos 
gloves clean the barrel with the aid of a steel 
brush. The inner part of the barrel is also 

ABOVE: Firing 120mm mortar round at 
Afgban,army garrison at Gbanikhel. 
Karimullab (in dug-in position) grimaces 
from powerful sound. 

BELOW: Commander Shafiq standing 
beside one of the mortars before giving 
order to fire. 

thoroughly cleaned and smoke stains are 
rubbed off. This is done after every 15-20 
rounds. 

The sound of explosions, amid dense 
smoke and fire, is heard constantly. Trees 
have already started to burn. Wild, rising 
flames engulf the six posts, and firing from 
that direction dies down. Now the flames 
appear through thick smoke. 

By 1400 hours, the ammunition is de­
pleted and the mortars halt. The other 
groups are apparently engaged with some of 
the posts. There is no need for the mortar 
crew to stay any longer in the glen. The 
barrage of enemy rockets and mortars that 
had stopped temporarily erupts again. Op­
eration Commander Khalid is informed of 
the situation. He tells Shafiq the operation is 
almost over and that the crew must leave. 

As the crew prepares to leave, new 
rounds of enemy rockets and mortars start to 
stream down. Rockets whoosh, exploding 
at a distance from the glen. The MRL crew 
at the back of the glen responds with a 
voIJey. Down in the glen, the mujahideen 
move briskly, loading mules with the two 
mortars and other equipment. 

Cheering and singing, the caravan of 

Continued on page 101 
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so11 COMBAT REPORT 

ATLACATL 
RECON 
SOF Staffer on COIN 

Ops in Salvador 
Text & Photos by Gene Scroft 

WHEN this operation started, I thought 
it was going to be just another simple 

insertion. But then our 2. 75-inch rockets and 
7 .62mm miniguns began to blast the Salva­
doran hillside, and I knew we were going in 
hot. The Atlacatl's 12-man recon team, with 
yours truly in tow, came in on two UH- I 
helicopters . Anxious to unass the huge, 
hovering targets as quickly as possible, we 
jumped off the skids while the birds were still 
5 feet off the deck and immediately headed 
for higher ground. I appreciated the fact that 
a chopper hovered over us to support our 
move, but the artificial hailstorm created by 
his expended minigun brass made the going 
slightly uncomfortable (ever have hot brass 
go down your shirt?). 

We took up positions at the top of a heavi­
ly wooded draw that the insurgents were 
using as an escape route off the mountain. 
There was a fierce exchange of gunfire . 
further down the draw where the fleeing 
communists had run into our other fire 
team. My section wasn ' t firing at all - we 
couldn't even see the bad guys. Every time I 
heard an M203 fire in the distance, my heart 
sank. Damn, I was missing some great 
photographs! 

The Gs were doing their best to reach the 
sanctuary of the Honduran border, which 
was marked by the Sumpil River, less than a 
kilometer away. Our NCO section leader 
got on the horn and expertly directed chop­
per fire into the path of the fleeing guerril­
las . (To preserve their security, I won' t 
name the members of the recon team.) After 
about 20 minutes, the lack of return fire 
indicated that the Gs were Jong gone, or 
dead. The birds were called off, and we 
began to search the area. At first I couldn' t 
figure out why the soldiers preferred to fight 
their way through the tall grass rather than 
use the many trails that crisscrossed the 
area, but then I remembered that since 1985 
more than 4,000 men have been injured by 
insurgent antipersonnel mines. I quickly got 
off the trail. 

It didn't take us Jong to find a cache of 
food and eating utensils hastily hidden in the 
grass. We must have caught them while 
they were having chow. I was impressed by 
the professional manner in w4ich the team 
approached the cache. They knew that such 
sites are often booby-trapped, so they care-

Trooper armed with M60 GPMG takes up a 
security position in a church bell tower 
along the Honduran border. 

SCROFT ON CENTRAL 
AMERICA 

SOF's Gene Scroft recently returned 
from several months combat reporting in 
Central America. In last month ' s 
"Peace Through Superior Firepower," 
he reported on the current situation in 
Guatemala. Here, Scroft presents his 
analysis of the military situation in El 
Salvador. 
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fully inspected each item for pull wires be­
fore handling it. A detailed list was then 
made of the items that were found: one sack 
of rice, one sack of sugar cane, eight plastic 
bowls, four large cooking pots with utensils 
and three large boxes of D-type batteries 
for radios. Calculating two tortillas for 
each G, we determined that there were 
about 15 communists on that hill when we 
landed - more personnel than we had in 
our entire team! 

After taking what we wanted from the 
cache (I latched on to a spoon and some 
sugar cane), the food was scattered and the 
utensils destroyed with knives. No fire or 
explosives were used to destroy the sup­
plies, because we wanted the insurgents to 
think that we had been extracted by the 
helicopters. 

The Atlacatl battalion is considered one 
of the elite units of the Salvadoran army, 
and the commando (recon) section is the 
best of this elite group. Trained in the 
battalion commando school, these men 
conduct missions dressed as guerrillas so 
that they can infiltrate enemy areas. To 
enhance the deception, team members are 
allowed to wear their hair long and grow 
beards. Their mission is to gather intelli­
gence on the enemy and fix his location, 
enabling a larger force to come in and do 
the killing . They, like all recon elements, 
are supposed to avoid direct firefights 
with the enemy, but night ambushes along 
infiltration routes and attacks against 
targets of opportunity are SOP for Atla­
catl 's commandos . 

As soon as the cache was destroyed, the 
team changed into well-worn civilian 
clothes and baseball hats. The recon com­
mander donned a red beret, determined to 
be marked as the commander no matter 
what army he was supposed to represent. 
They still wore their rucksacks and LBE 
(Load Bearing Equipment), but since 
enemy forces carry similar equipment this 
was considered acceptable. I put on a civi­
lian T-shirt and donned a baseball cap that I 
had found in the cache. If asked, I was to be 
a journalist accompanying a G unit in the 
field, which was, now that I think of it, 
pretty close to the truth. The transformation 
was amazing. You would be hard put to find 
a better looking group of insurgents any­
where. 

Shortly after we started down the draw, 
we stumbled onto an intelligence jackpot; a 
guerrilla radio code book with a complete 
list of frequencies was just lying on the trail . 
This was no fly-by-night notepad. It was a 
typewritten, bound book of about 30 pages. 
The FMLN (Farabundo Marti National Li­
beration Front) are no slouches when it 
comes to communications. At first we 
couldn't understand how they could be so 
careless as to drop this important informa­
tion on the trail, but upon closer examina­
tion we discovered that the book had a 5.56 
bullet hole shot clean through it. Blood on 
the surrounding foliage indicated that the 
round hit more than just the book. One of 
the soldiers said that a guerrilla had gone 
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Lt. Col. Julio Grijalua, commander of the 
Atlacatl Battalion, armed with M60 
machine gun and CAR-15 in his lap, 
inspects the perimeter around La Laguna in 
Chalatenango Province. 

down during the firefight, and his comrades 
threw him on a horse and took off down the 
mountain. He must have been the G holding 
the book. Christ, I would have dropped it too. 

We spent the daylight hours in concealed 
positions, silently observing the surround­
ing roads and villages. More than one of our 
hides was marked by the initials FMLN 
carved on trees and scratched into rocks, 
telling us that the bad guys had been there 
before us. 

To avoid detection, we moved only at 
night, and this team conducted some of the 
best night movements that I have ever seen. 
One night was so dark that you literally 
couldn't see your hand in front of your face. 
It was raining sheets of water, and if it 
weren't for the intermittent flashes of light­
ning, I would have had no idea where I was. 
Only one man in the group had Ranger Eyes 
(strips of fluorescent tape on the back of his 
cap), so I prudently placed myself right 
behind him in the column. Even with the 
eyes I had to grab his ruck during halts to 
make sure that he didn ' t move on without 
me. During most night movements it isn't 
difficult to maintain contact, because you 
can hear the man in front of you breaking 
brush, but in a heavy jungle downpour you 
can't hear anything. I don ' tknow what sixth 
sense kept these men together, but the group 
managed to maintain contact during the en­
tire movement. 

Our task earlier that day had been to 
observe a village that was considered an 
insurgent strong point. I was under the im­
pression that we were to bypass the village 
during the night and set up an ambush on 
one of its access roads. You can imagine my 
surprise later that night when a flash of 

lightning showed that we were in the middle 
of the town. The patrol leader had decided 
to take a short cut through town to get to the 
ambush site. It was a risky decision, but the 
weather was so bad and the movement con­
ducted so professionally that we passed un­
observed. The dogs didn 't even bark at us. 

Our ambush position that night was lo­
cated behind a stone wall overlooking the 
main road into the village. Two farmers 
walked through the kill zone at about 2100 
hours . They were talking about the Amer­
ican who was traveling with the guerrillas, 
oblivious to the fact that a Claymore mine 
and 12 M16s were pointed right at them. 
Our snickers almost gave away our position. 

On the fourth day of the patrol we pre­
pared for extraction. Dressed as we were, 
some trigger-happy fly-boy would probably 
mistake us for the other side, so we changed 
back into fatigues. After a small LZ was 
cleared, the men began applying camouf­
lage paint to their faces . This was odd, 
because we had conducted the entire opera­
tion without facial camouflage (the Gs don't 
wear face paint), and it seemed to me to be 
unnecessary to carnmie up for a ride back to 
HQ. Seeing my confusion , the troops ex­
plained that it is an Atlacatl tradition to be 
camouflaged on insertion and extraction, 
even if the mission was conducted without 
it. This is definitely a war-paint mentality, 
but it fostered a sense of aggression within 
the unit. It's foolish to complain about it­
you can't argue with success. 

Everyone was in good humor on the ride 
back. I think that the team realized that even 
though no enemy were encountered the mis­
sion had been a job well-done, and Atla­
catl ' s commandos had lived up to their repu­
tation for excellence. 

The Atlacatl wasn't my first experience 
with the Salvadoran armed forces. When I 
first arrived in El Salvador, I jumped with 
their battalion of paracaidistas (airborne). 
The paracaidistas are part of Salvador's air 
force, as are all of their helicopters. Unlike 
most units, the paras are not assigned to any 
specific area but are used as a strike force at 
the national level. The training jump was 
conducted from a C-123 into a large field 
along the coast. The jumpmaster was the 
unit commander, Major Rene Hurtado. The 
lift consisted of basic static line jumpers 
equipped with T-10 and MC-I parachutes, 
who would jump first, and jumpers who 
would static jump some square rigs at a 
higher altitude. 

The first thing I noticed about the opera­
tion was its informality. Compared to an 
American military jump it was a party. It 
always amazed me how the U.S . military 
can tum an enjoyable thing like a parachute 
jump into absolute drudgery. Safety has to 
be maintained, of course, but jumps should 
be conducted the way the Salvadorans do it, 
with humor and camaraderie. Chuting up 
was relaxed, with the jumpmasters joking 
with the soldiers. Once on board, the jump­
masters gripped bayonets in their teeth and 
growled, while the troops responded with 
shouts of ''paracaidista. '' Everyone was 
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having too good a time to worry about the 
thousand and one things that can kill you 
when you exit a perfectly good airplane at 
1,500 feet. Once everyone was under 
canopy and the soldiers realized that they 
weren't going to die on the ol' drop zone, 
cries of' 'paracaidista'' once more filled the 
sky. These men shared the camaraderie and 
morale of airborne soldiers the world over, 
and it was obvious why they are considered 

FIVE GUERRILLA 
"FACTIONS OFTHE 
FARABUNDO MARTI 

NATIONAL 
LIBERATION FRONT 

POPULAR LIBERJ\iTION 
FORCES (FPL) 

The Popular Liberation .Forces was 
f0unded by: Salvado~ . ~ayeumo Catpio; 
known as "Marcial," in 1970. It has 
been led by Leonel Gonzalez since 
Cayetano Carpio's su~cide following.an 
internal dispute in which hi§ secontl-in­
comrnand, Mel ida Anaya Montes, 
known as "Ana Maria,." was a~sassin- , 
ated in Managua in 1983. The FPt, once 
was the largest guerti!la fac:tion, but now 
its 1,500-21000-man . combatant fq~ce 
lags behind the People's Liberation 
Army (ERP) . Its Central Command is 
made ap of ~mor;e ~h1'1125 cqgunandi;rs. 
Troops aFe organized in elite • 'van­
guard' ' units, less skilled rural "guerril­
la columns,'' and \'.urban fi:ont" cQtn­
mando groups . An urban front comn1an­
do took responsibility for the.first killing 
of an Ameri<:an of'fiip1alo11 ?5 ?yfay 1983. 

Montes, second-in·command of the 
Popular Liberation Forces (FPL), was 
murdered il\~fanagu(l, Nic(lf<;tgua, on 6 
April 1983. She wa8 stabbed with an ice 
pick dozens of times, and her throat was 
slit.Her murderers were lieµtenants ?f 
her boss, Carpio, then the most impor­
tant leader of the FMLN and the father of 
the: revolution in J?l SaJya~or, ~en 
Cfilpio, who was in Libya soliciting 
assistance from Muammar Khadaffi, re-

a,n~,! dlscoy~i:ed who . wa~ . ~e­
s tlle for her death, he reportedly 
committed suicide. Carpio was buried in 
N gu(.\, Jmt the vjolent.re,v()lUti()l).iµ 
El ·. . vador continued despifo the de'atl\. 
of its principal advocate . 
~onel Gonzalez be~ame ,~ead of the 

FPt after Carpio' s death in 1983. Little 
is known about his baekground, but he is 

1 a • . committ.ed M~i~t-Lel;lin,ist and .re­
tvolutionacy. In a.ti interview with West~ 
em journalists in late 1~85, he stated the 
insurgents' intention to f9pn a single 
Manist-Lenfoisf prufy to lead the re­
volution. He defended guerrilla terror­
ism as a Par;f of their' 'prol@ng~d }:>9pular 
wlir" strafugy' defended the !ki11ing of 
tJ. S. Emoassy Marine securicy guards, 
and said that em@assy personnel were 
":;. ' .. .-: :':"'.-·-<" , · . . ·.· __ :· ,., ,; :· .-:-' ' 
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one of the elite units in the Salvadoran 
armed forces . 

I wasn't there, however, soley to be a 
member of a fun jump. I was there to see 
these men in combat. When I asked Maj. 
Hurtado about it, he didn't hesitate for a 
moment. 

"You want to go with us in combat? 
Good! Be here tomorrow with all your 
gear." The major is not a man to screw 

legitimate targets for assassination. 

around. 
Our mission was to patrol an area in the 

department of Cabanas that is considered 
heavily infiltrated by the communists. Our 
major area of concern was the returnee 
camp of Santa Marta. Santa Marta is one of 
the many camps that have recently sprung 
up in El Salvador for refugees who are re­
turning from Honduras. These camps are 
usually located near the border and are the 

guerrillas' strategy of repudi.ating the 
· qivililjn I mil~ajy junta, formed after the 

PEOPLE'S REVQl!.;~JTIONARY couf against President Romero in Octo-
ARMY (ERP) ber 1979. Villalobos saw that fun-

'Ehe People's R.e".olutjonacy . ,!\rmy, damental p()litkal, econom~c, andsocicil 
which was fanned in 1972 as a universi- · reforms enacted by the junta endangered 
ty-based.oFganization made up largely of the revolutionary movement. Therefore, 
Mwxist st\Ident radjcals, has the g~e;i,~est he. djl;ected E~ urban cad):esto promote 
military strength of the guerrilla fac~ violen~e in 'order to ·provoke repression 
tions, with approximately 2,000 anned by the governme1,1t. It was a strategy 
comli>atarits. :ltsrle;tder, Joaquin Y,filia1o-. thatr aitbough v~ry costly in terms of 
bos, is €Onside1ied the insurgents' most ll~es, coatiibuted tol)le destruction of 
able and ruthless tactician. In 1985, the the junta, . casting dotibt on the possibil· 
~RI? was resp~nsible ·for. IB<lll¥: '/:Jilayoral , ·. i .. ~tY gf l)mi+yfolent .ref()rm and pringing 

' kidnappings that stripped much ''of tile throus'ands of new recruits into the guer-
eastern region - where it maintains a rilla movement. In a very real sense, 
~tronghold - .oF its , ~"e:!AOC~a~ic(.\ll~\(!; ,:.< ·' V s. is. personagy responsible fer 
elected officials. ·· · the ct;ion of the political center in 

Unlike the Popular Liberation Forces, El Salvador in the early 1980s and the 
.the <ERP tradi6pnally has , es eq )Jesti,lting un~~~trained viol9nce from 
''political" work (organizing in- both the far right and far left. 
fluencing groups of people) in favor of ~ With the suicide of Salvador Cayeta-
IniliffifY op!;rati.0ns asa ll)e"\lfl~ o liµg no e~io in ~983, Villalob9sassumeq 

, the g0vetnment. Conseq\lently, the mantle of the supreme leader of the 
does not have a base of popular support FMLN. He remains the most powerful 
and i~ onJ,y, margiiil!]]y .inv0l\ttld in th~ op- · , , ~ · , gµet:riJla leader ai;id is tlie. alli'!:"9e' s pnp~ 
erations of FMI.:N labor, · student, and IJ.u- cipat strategfst and spokesman. 
man rights front groups in San Salv.ador. 
The ERP.ope~ ~Pio \:'~ncerel11:.0s .•. Qne .·, 
0f tw@ clanclestine stations broadcasting .. 
insurgent propaganda. · 

In ,19''!S, tge ~alvadopmER!P ~n~f'.F­
went a bitter factional power struggle. 
The olimax came on 1.0 May 197 5, wllen 
Roque . Dalton ~ .poet, committi;~ . • re­
volutionary, and leader ofthe losing fac­
tion - was executed. His murderer was 
VUlalogos, accor~ng t? . lin . int~J,"Y~ew 
with Ernes~o Jovel Jn the Mexican news­
paper Processo, 6 October 1980. 

J0aqllin ,Villalobos, ¥/.as }iomgn 27 .. 
June 1951, in San Salrvador. As a uni.~ 
versity student, in 1971, he became a 
membe~ .of the exec;µtiye 9punciLpf th~ 
Gen~ral ~ssociation of Salvadoran Uni· 
versity Students (AGEUS). A number of 
~N .ll)embers fq~erly ~loeged tq 
AGE.US, which continues to be a lead­
ing instrument for FMLN destabilization 
actions against ~h.e g@Y~I]ment. 

Vi:llalobos was an early'membefbime · 
People's Revolutionaey AFITiy (ERP), 
founcled)n 197'.2 by rad.ical uniyersity 
students: After 'tfi'e murder'of Dahcin in ~ 
197 5, Villalobos, the unchallenged ERP 
foader, planned and gafticipa~r~ in 

· dozens of kidnappings, murders, rot>ber~ 
-ies, bombings and other acts of terror. 

Re was the principal architec~ .. of tQe 

ARl\.fED F{)RCES OF NATIONAL 
RESISTANCE (FARN) 

The Armed Forces of National Resist~ 
ance1Jound~ in .19[5.py dis~iilent E& 
members after the murder of poet and 
revolution(lfyRoque Dalton by the ERP 
leadership, (s .. <?ne of,~9 most.pt)lliticaHy 
sophisticated factfons. Toda)'; Jose 
Eduardo Sancho Castaneda, known as 

., "Ei;mian qenfueg;~~· '. ' ~omm3.!lds tl)e 
FA!RN' and its p0litichl wing; theNati0n­
al Resistance (RN) . The FARN has 
1,oqp com~atants, but ~ts strengths a.re 

'" inftltilating and ' controlling labor, sru­
dent, human rights, and other civic orga-

Ct~rifuegos ' Was b@rn. ori 6' 
March 1947. An early advocate of vio- · 
len' ~evoluti?n, he spynt his stude;n,t 
years otganizing clandestine. student, 
wor.ker and peasant revolutionary cells 
in ~'!:" Vi<;ente, El ~.al~ado~'s fourth 

· 'Jai;gest cUy. In 19.71 die became a direc­
tor of "11he Group," an eady revoLu­
tio~~ organization that obtained arms: 

· vehi<;les · and money for1 tile revblution~ · 
ary c:ause. 

I:)ll{ing the .. mid- l970s, hr worlced 
'wiiliFARN leader Erne~to 'Jovel to build 
the FARN's military and political orga­
nization. He assumed , the ~antle pf 
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product of civilian organizations like the 
Christian Committee of the Displaced in El 
Salvador, which has been identified as an 
FMLN front by high-ranking communist 
defector Miguel Castellanos . Documents 
captured by the army in 1987 detailed an 
FMLN project called the Cacho Plan . The 
plan envisions the use of these returnee 
camps as a source of recruitment and sup­
port for the FMLN, which amounts to an 

FARN leadership in 1980, following the 
death of Jovel under mysterious cir­
cumstances. 

CENTRAL AMER)CAN 
REVOLUTIONARY WORKERS' 

PARTY (PRTC) 
The Central American Revolutionary 

Workers' Party began as a region11l 
movement in Costa Rica in 1976. TJ:ie 
Salvadoran branch has been the most 
active. Francisco Jovel Urquilla, known 
as "Roberto Roca," has been the only 
leader of the PRTC, the smallest of the 
guerrilla groups with an estimated 500 or 
fewer combatants in its armed wing, the 
Armed Forces of Revolutionary Popular 
Liberation (FARLP). The PRTC does 
not appear to be an effective military 
force, but it has a high profile because 0f 
its terrorist activities. On 19 June 1985 
urban cadres of the PRTC murdered f3 
people at a sidewalk cafe in San Salva~ 
dor, including two private U.S. citizens 
and four U.S. Marine security guards 
from the U.S. Embassy. In 1985, the 
PRTC's third-ranking leader, Nidia 
Diaz, was captmed but later freed as part 
of the exchange for the kidnapped 
daughter of President Duarte. 

Urquilla was born in 14 February 
1948 in Usulutan, El Salvador. Like 
many of his fellow FMLN leaders, he 
became involved in the radical move­
ment while attending the National Ufil­
versity, eventually becoming a vice 
president of the General Association of 
Salvadoran Uni_versity Students 
(AGEUS). 

Throughoutthe early 1970s, he work­
ed to form the nucleus of what later 
became the Salvadoran chapter of the 
PRTC. He has been the PRTC's leader 
since 1976. · 

COMMUNIST PARTY OF 
EL SALVADOR (PCES) 

The <:;ommunist Party of El Salvador 
and its military wing, the Armed Forces 
of Liberation (FAL), is one of the most 
important guerriJla factions because of 
its close ties to the Soviet Union and 
Cuba. During the 1960s and early 
1970s, the Communist Party did net 
advocate revolutionary violence, but 
changed its policy in 1979 at the urging 
of Cuban and Soviet advisers. Its chief, 
Shafik Handal, is the oldest insurgent 
leader, a political spokesman for the 
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admission that they have lost popular sup­
port within the country. 

Our platoon was inserted near Santa Mar­
ta by helicopters. The area had been control­
led by the guerrillas for many years, so I 
expected that the locals would be thorough­
ly indoctrinated with FMLN propaganda 
and hostile to our presence. I was way off 
the mark. The people in the established vil­
lages along the route to the returnee camp 

FMLN in communist countries, and 
apparently a key strategist on political 
matters. 

The F AL has only some 500 com­
batants, but it is active, assuming re­
sponsibility for the late 1985 kidnap­
pings of President Duarte' s daughter, 
Ines, and Civil Aviation Director Col­
onel Omar Napoleon AMalos. Handal 
was a leading figure in procuring arms 
for the faileo January 1981 ''final offen­
sive." 

Handal is the long-time General 
Secretary of the Communist Party of El 
Salvador (PCES). He also is the unchal­
leng~ leader of the PCES's mil\tary 
wing, the Armed Forces of Liberation 
(FAL). Handal was born in Usulutan, El 
Salvador, on 13October1930. In 1950 
he joined the PCES, eventually becom­
ing General Secretary in 1Q70. 

Hanoa! follows the line laid down by 
the Soviet Uni0n in its relations with the 
international communist movement. For 
e)l:ample, throughout most of the 1970s, 
Handal :espqused non-revolutionary 
change' and communist participation in 
diverse political systems. During this 
time, although the PCES was outlawed 
in El Salvador, it participated in elector­
al politics through its front, the National 
Dernoc.ratic Union (UDN). 

In 1979, Handal and Soviet leaders 
realized that, with revolutionary politic­
al activity increasing in El Salvador and 
the armed guerrilla/terrorist movement 
gaining momentum, the PCES was in 
danger of being rendered politically 
irrelevant. Uie decision was made .to 
form 't'1e Armed Forces of Liberation, 
and the PCES entered the.armed struggle 
against the government. 

Altho~gh the F AL remains one of the 
weakest of the insurgent armies, the 
PCES/FAL i~ one of the most influential 
factfo1us b.ecause qfHandaI:s - and the 
party's - close contacts with the Soviet 
Union and Eastern Bloc. It was Handal 
who, in the early 1980s, succeeded in 
acquiring significant amounts of arms 
and ammunition from communist states 
such . as Vietnam and terrorist move­
ments around the world. 

Today, Handal is probably the second 
most influential leader in the FMLN. He 
is unquestionably now irrevocably com­
mitted to the violent overthrow of the 
government of El Salvador. · 

After weeks in the field, this Atlacatl soldier 
is in no mood for guerrilla high jinks. 

treated us as liberators , not intruders. Dur­
ing a lunch break, I paid a woman for the use 
of her mud stove. While I ate my chow, the 
woman' s daughter came up and gave me 
back the money . The soldiers didn't know 
that I had given it to her, so she couldn't 
have been afraid of their reaction; she just 
didn't mind our using her home. We were 
amigos . This personal incident erased all 
my doubts about the people's loyalty . 

The situation changed dramatically when 
we entered Santa Marta. At the edge of town 
we received some sporadic sniper fire from 
the village . Luckily, no one was hit, and the 
platoon quickly fanned out to try to locate 
the insurgents. I was impressed by the fact 
that the troops didn't fire into the village . 
They had every right to do so, since that's 
where the shots came from, but they didn't 
overreact. From my point of view, this was 
a dramatic demonstration that the army 
understood the importance of popular sup­
port in this type of conflict and a clear re­
buke to those who claim that the Salvadoran 
army conists of ill-disciplined murderers. 

The villagers' hatred was palpable . This 
was clearly a Cacho village. The platoon 
leader, Lieutenant Jose Alvarenga, greeted 
one old woman with a polite " Buenos 
d_ias," only to be answered with a rude, 
"What type of question is that to ask. " The 
lieutenant then asked one woman where her 
husband was. She told us that she didn't 
have one. One look at the extended family 
of old people and rug-rats scurrying about in 
her house told us that she was lying. Her 
husband was undoubtably in the hills with 
the guerrillas . I have to give the lieutenant 
credit. No matter how rude or uncoopera­
tive the villagers were, he kept his cool. 
Hell, if I were in charge , I would have 
probably arrested the whole bunch and set 
the pacification program back five years. 
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I wondered if all of this tact and patience 
wasn' t just a show for my benefit. After all, 
the army 's reputation was quite different 
from what I was seeing. To try to find out, I 
hid inside a storage shed and watched the 
army interact with the people through my 
telephoto lens. There wasn ' t any difference. 
The troops didn ' t bother anyone and were 
extremely polite - more so than I would 
have been under the circumstances. 

On our walk through the village we ran 
into an American. He said that he lived there 
and represented the church organization that 
sponsored the village . Since these so-called 
religious groups were often fronts for the 
FMLN, we didn't trust him further than we 

IDENTITY PROBLEMS 
El Salvador is a country with an 

identity problem. From 1931to19'79 the 
country was ruled by military dictators 
n0ted for their brutal suppression of dis­
sent. The current president of the coun­
try , Jose Napoleon Duarte, understands 
the violence of his country's political 
history from firsthand experience. In 
1972,' after he was deprived of an elec­
tion victory by fraud, a coup attempt was 
made on his behalf. The attempt failed, 
and Duarte was tortured by the military 
and forced intG> exile. He returned in 
1979 after a civilian-military junta over­
threw the then-ruling dictator, and in 
1984 was elected as the first civilian 
president in 50 years. With ~uch a back­
ground, it's not surprising that the Duarte 
administration is extremely sensitive to 
charges of human rights violations. 

This is where El Salvador's problem 
lies. A country with a reactionary past is 
now trying to be the model of liberal 
democracy in the midst of a civil war. 
Something has to give. 

Examples of El Salvaclor's liberal 
democracy vs. nation-at-war dil_emrna 
ab0und . The Revolutionary ,De:rnoctatic 
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Sgt. Jose Baltazar points out a terrain 
feature from a hill overlooking the 
Honduran border. 

could spit. He should have been detained for 
further questions at headquarters, but the 
government's rules did not allow it. With 
these types of constraints, it 's no wonder 
that the war has dragged on for so long. 

When we moved to our overnight posi­
tions, we discovered a camouflaged tunnel 
next to the road . I accompanied the unit's 
tunnel rat down the hole, but it was empty 
except for about 50 bats . One thing was 
certain, though. The tunnel meant that the 
enemy were somewhere near. Our over-

Front (FDR) is the political front for the 
FMLN guerrillas and is allowed to func­
tion legally in El Salvador. This is amaz­
ing, considering the fact that the FDR 
formally allied itself with the FMLN in 
1981. No matter how mu9h the govern­
ment of El Salvador wishes to be a free 
and open democrac~, allowing an ofgan­
ization dedicated to the destruction of 
democracy to operate in the country is 
suicidal. Could you imagine the U.S. 
government during World War Il allow­
ing a Nazi party openly allied with Adolf 
Hitler to operate freely in the United 
States? Fat chance. 

The industrial revolution created the 
popular myth that unrestrained labor un- · 
ions are somehow synonymous with 
freedom. This myth is alive and well in 
EI Salvador. The UNTS (National Unity 
0f Salvadoran Workers) is the FMLN's 
labor union. While it represents only a 
very small percentage of the total labor 
force, it is extremely vocal. It often 
abuses the government's leniency and 
stages violent anti-government protests, 
in which cars are burned and people are 
attacked. Little is done by the author­
ities, because the right to demonstrate is 
considered sacred in a democraciY. What 

night positions were located on a series of 
small hills surrounding the village . The 
lieutenant was using good tactics. By sur­
rounding the village rather than staying in it, 
he could interdict any enemy traffic without 
exposing his troops to the odd grenade that 
might find its way into their village huts. 

About dusk, it began to rain like crazy. 
The lieutenant sent out a two-man recon 
patrol to check a slightly higher hill to the 
north . The team was gone for only a couple 
of minutes when it flushed out a couple of 
Gs who made a beeline toward the road . The 
rain made it impossible to see much beyond 
a few feet to the front, but the guerrillas' 
white shirts gave us something to shoot at. 

The lieutenant managed to fire only one 
round from his M 16 before it blew up, send­
ing the ejection-port dustcover into the face 
of a soldier standing next to him. (I hate to 
mention this fact, because it will only give 
sustenance to all of the M16-haters out 
there. I happen to like the system, as do 
most of the active soldiers and guerrillas I 
meet, but the weapon did malfunction on 
this occasion.) We didn't know how effec­
tive our fire was, but none of them dropped , 
so I doubt if we hit any of them. 

For some reason the lieutenant decided 
not to pursue. I think this was a bad deci­
sion. The only complaint I have with the 
way the Salvadorans run their war is that 
they don't pursue the enemy as aggressively 
as they should. Every effort is made to find 
and destroy the main body of the insurgents, 
but small fleeing groups are seldom fol­
lowed. At this stage in the war the guerrillas 
only have about 6,000 combatants and can 
ill-afford any casualties. The army should 

the democratically inexperienced Salva­
doran government has forgotten , 
however, is that it is the right to peace­
fully demonstrate that is sacrosanct. 
Violence is criminal in every society. 

Ju<iliciany, they are ~ust as naive. In 
reaction to the days when people wG>uld 
merely disappear when they Fan afoul of 
the authorities, the administration has 
mandated that every detained person, 
including suspected guerrillas, must be 
presented in court with all of the evi­
dence against him. Obviously it is im­
possible for a military commander in the 
field to comply without. spending all of 
his time in court, so many suspected 
guernillas are simply Ieleased. Even , 
Bdtain, an establ'ished and respected 
democracy, found it necessary to hold 
suspects without trial in the Malayan 
emergency. And if I recall correctly, 
they won that one. 

The government of El Salvador has 
refused to recognize the seriousness of 
its situation. No one wants to see the 
return of El Salvador's bloody past, but 
the pendulum has swung too far in the 
other direction. El Salvador is at war, 
and the country cannot be run as if it 
were at peace. 
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conduct its operations as if they were big 
game hunts , expending every effort to 
achieve even one kill. Like trophy game, 
guerrillas aren't encountered all that often. 
When they are, it's a shame not to bag at 
least one. 

About midnight, we heard a motorcycle 
leaving Santa Marta. The only man in the 
village who owned a motorcycle was the 
American. He was probably helping the in­
surgents get out of Dodge, but there was no 
way to prove it. Damn these restrictions! If 
the government doesn't reconcile its con­
cept of human rights with the need to sur­
vive as a free nation, it could lose the whole 
shebang. 

A few days later, the lieutenant decided 
to move back to Santa Marta from his base 
in the town of Victoria. We conducted a 
night movement in order to surround Santa 
Marta at dawn. We hoped to trap a few 
insurgents in the village before they had a 
chance to escape. All access to the village 
was cut at about an hour before dawn. We 
entered the village at first light, but didn't 
find any armed men. Again, the men dis­
played the same extreme courtesy to the 
civilians that they had shown before, this 
time after an all-night march! Outstanding 
discipline. 

After five days of patrolling without con­
tact, it was clear that the enemy had left the 
area, but someone at higher headquarters 
wanted us to stay three more days. What this 
meant was that everyone would sit around 
the Victoria headquarters and vegetate. This 
was just fine with the Salvadorans, but it 
drove me crazy. It just so" happened that 
Victoria had a beat-up old bus that provided 
service to San Salvador, and I decided to 
take it. The lieutenant, however, wasn't 
crazy about the idea. He said that the insur­
gents often stopped buses, and since my 
safety was his responsibilty, I couldn't 
leave. The lieutenant is a great guy, but I 
wasn't about to spend three days in a ham­
mock looking at flies on the wall. I politely 
but firmly explained that I was a civilian, 
and I could do exactly as I pleased - one of 
the benefits of being an independent oper­
ator. Only half joking I told him that he 
would have to arrest me or shoot me in the 
back if he wanted to keep me there. Luckily 
for me, he didn' t use eitherof those options . 

I had another slight problem to over­
come. Both sides have a tendency to shoot 
people in camouflage fatigues riding alone 
on buses, and I didn't have any civilian 
clothes with me. I ended up traveling shoe­
less - jungle boots don't go over well with 
the combatants either - and wearing a pair 
of running shorts with a brown military T­
shirt. I stuffed my ruck and LBE in a sack 
and shoved it under my seat. If the Gs stop­
ped the bus, I would pull the harmless 
traveling student routine and pray that they 
wouldn't find the gear. 

About 20 kilometers down the road we 

Trooper pulls security duty while awaiting 
his liftout on an LZ high above the village 
of La Laguna. 
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were stopped, but not by the Gs - it was an 
anny checkpoint. Hell, I didn't even have 
my passport! Always expect the unexpected 
in Central America. I didn't know these 
troops, and I realized that they would mark 
me as a gringo FMLN supporter. When 
cornered, the best thing to do is to take the 
offensive, so I jumped off the bus and 
started pumping the team leader's hand. I 
introduced myself as a Soldier of Fortune 
reporter, but it was my luck to be talking to 
the only Salvadoran soldier who had never 
heard of the magazine . Having failed to 
impress him with my journalistic creden­
tials , I immediately took on an air of confi­
dent authority and began dropping the 
names of commanders that I knew, and 
some that I didn't. This didn't seem to 
change his attitude in the least. I saw that my 
chances were rapidly disappearing, so I 
took a big gamble and told him to call his 
boss on the radio if he didn' t believe me. 
The bluff worked. No military subordinate 
wants to get his superior involved if it's not 
absolutely necessary, and I was allowed to 
get back on the bus. The soldiers became 
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Yeah, the FMLN was here, but the 
government troops in the foreground make 
it clear who is in control now. 

pretty concerned when they found my gear, 
but they shied away from confronting me 
again, because I seemed to be sure that I had 
the authority to be there. Satisfied, they let 
the bus continue. I laughed all the way back 
to San Salvador. 

Within a week, I was in the field again, 
this time with the Atlacatl Battalion. They 
were conducting operations along the Hon­
duran border, in the department of Chalata­
nango. Their tactical expertise was the best 
I've seen in Central America. I traveled 
with Lieutenant Jaime Guerreo's platoon, 
which was responsible for the ground along 
the border with Honduras, while another 
platoon patrolled the top of the ridgeline. 
The plan was to trap the guerrillas between 
the two forces. It was a good plan and was 
forcefully executed. 

The lead element of our platoon was com­
manded by Sergeant Jose Baltazar. 
Sergeant Baltazar explodes the myth that 
the Salvadoran army doesn't have a profes-

sional NCO corps. He joined the army when. 
the war broke out eight years ago, so all of 
his military experience has been in a war­
time army. He has never learned the bad 
habits of a bureaucratic peacetime army. He 
moved his unit quickly and never by the 
roads. On halts he, and every leader that I 
observed in El Salvador, immediately sent 
out security. A professional NCO corps is 
not part of the military history of the region, 
but the Salvadorans have created a very 
good one in a remarkably short period of 
time. Though our week-long patrol didn' t 
turn up any guerrillas, it wasn't for lack of 
trying. Soon after the patrol returned, a 
commando-recon team was sent out to try to 
scare up some bad guys. That little adven­
ture is described in the opening paragraphs 
of this story. 

The Atlacatl's field headquarters was in 
the town of La Laguna, a town that had been 
controlled by the Gs for years . I was again 
impressed by the friendliness of the general 
population toward the military . The longer 
the government has control of an area, the 
better its relationship seems to be with the 
people. Definitely a good sign. Away from 



the troops, I talked to an old man who had 
lived his entire life in the town. He told me 
that everyone was happy to have the army 
there . La Laguna hadn't had telephone serv­
ice since the FMLN had destroyed the office 
in 1981, but now that the army was there, 
the system was being rebuilt, and service 
would be restored within the year. He ex­
plained that with the guerrillas gone the 
school, health clinic and town government 
were operating again. He told me that no 
one wanted the insurgents back. His attitude 
was reflected in the smiles of the townfolk 
whenever the soldiers walked past. I won­
dered if the people of Santa Marta would 
react the same once the army had an oppor­
tunity to establish a presence there. Given 
time, my bet is that they would. 

El Salvador's situation surprised me. I 
was prepared to expect the worst when I first 
arrived. If you listen to civilians in San 
Salvador, you get the impression that the 
military isn't aggressively fighting the war, 
because it wants to continue to receive 
American bucks. This simply is not true. 

Unfortunately, the press lives in San Sal­
vador, and what's said in that city is what is 

printed. This reporting technique is about as 
accurate as a foreign journalist trying to 
determine what's going on in the United 
States by following the Washington cocktail 
circuit. For one thing, American military 
aid is given not in cash but in equipment. 
Contrary to popular belief, Salvadoran 
generals do not receive million-dollar 
checks to do with what they please. Corrup­
tion exists (this is Central America, after 
all), but its extent is exaggerated by the 
rumor mongers. 

The most important evidence of the milit­
ary' s approach to the war can be found in the 
field. I was with those troops, and I can 
assure you that they and their leaders, men 
like Maj. Hurtado and Colonel Grijalva, are 
not trying to avoid combat. On the contrary, 
they are doing everything possible to make 
contact with and destroy the enemy. They 
also fully understand and carry out the civil 
action programs necessary to win a war like 
this one. 

The other popular myth, propagated by 

Atlacatl sniper sights in his 
Leatherwood-scoped G-3 across a corn field. 

motion pictures such as Salvador, is that the 
government consists of nothing but right­
wing death squads. Anyone who takes the 
time to learn the history of President Duarte, 
a man who was himself tortured by reac­
tionaries, knows the falsehood of this be­
lief. In fact, efforts to create an instant liber­
al democracy have caused the government 
to allow freedoms that even the industrial­
ized democracies would shudder to contem­
plate in a civil war environment. 

Salvador's military is too professional 
and well-equipped to be overrun by the 
guerrillas, and the government is well on its 
way to securing the entire country. Howev­
er, political ill-discipline in San Salvador, a 
rise in reactionary terror or the termination 
of U.S. support could all still destroy the 
progress that has been made in this beautiful 
land. For the sake of freedom in all of the 
Americas, we as Americans must not allow 
this to happen . Many tears have been shed, 
and much blood has been spilled to create 
and preserve a free and democratic El Salva­
dor. To turn our backs on this country now 
would be to curse the memory of those who 
have fallen and doom our future. ~ 



Author's note - I would like to thank Adjutant General John 
Schaeffer and Lieutenant Michael L. Haller of the Department 
of Military and Veterans Affairs in Anchorage. Alaska, for their 
time and-assistance in arranging my visits to the Eskimo Scout 
facilities<en ~t. Lawrence Island and Little Diomede. Major 
Fred Haynes and Sergeant First Class Renard Nichols of the I st 
Eskimo Scout Battalion in Nome were also of great assistance 
to me. Most importantly, I wish to thank the many native 
Eskimos whom I met in northwest Alaska for their generosity 
and help during my stay. They are without a doubt the most 
friendly and patriotic people I have eter met. They value 
personal freedom and understand that wkhout it nothing else 
makes any difference. - Tom Bates 
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Snowmachin~s increase Scout mobility on roadless_winter terr:ain. 
All-terrain vehicles (ATVs) are used in brief summer months. 
Photo: Tom Bates • -

I believe in the future, he who holds Alaska will hold the 
world, and I think it is the most important strategic place in tht!> 
world. - General William "Billy" Mitchell, Co.ftgressional 
test~, 1935 

~ AVOONGA, April 1988 - As I yanked stalactites of ice off 
..-:lmy beard while.trudging back toward the Alasb Air&uard 
C-130 parked on the frozen runway,, I tumed my head and 'fttok 
what l thought was a last !llance at Savoonga. Half .buried in 
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the white arctic cement the Eskimos euphemistically call 
" snow," this centuries-old whaling settlement clings 
desperately to the wind-swept northwestern shore of St. 
Lawrence Island in the Bering Sea (see map) - a region more 
resistant to human beings than any I've ever seen. 

But unforgiving terrain, gale-force winds, and sub-zero 
weather that on a good day can turn exposed flesh to ice in 
seconds aren ' t the only threats with which the Eskimos here 
have to contend. Just 35 miles to the west lies the equally bleak 
Siberian coast of the Soviet Union, whose military 
establishment has an unrelenting interest in America's last 
frontier. 

But what possible interest could Soviet military strategists 
have with this barren sliver of an island of 650 Eskimos that 
stands between Siberia and the Alaskan mainland? I was about 
to find out. 

A reception line of Alaska Scout officers were standing by 
the steps of the C-130, eager to take me back to Nome. I was 
one of several news media personnel they were escorting to the 
two Scout headquarters on St. Lawrence Island for briefings . 
Unknown to me, my scheduled departure was about to be 
abruptly delayed. 

A few feet from the steps of the C-130, I was quickly 
diverted from my path by an Eskimo elder, Winny James. I had 
met him earlier that morning when visiting the Scout 
headquarters at Gambell, the only other settlement on the 
island, located northwest of Savoonga on the Northwest Cape. 
As the mayor of Gambell and member of the original Alaska 
Territorial Guard in World War Il, Winny took an interest in 
my investigation of reports about alleged Soviet Spetsnaz 
activity in Alaska. Without warning, he suddenly broke off his 
conversation with the officers, whipped around , and said to me 
in a forced whisper, " Kenny's waiting for you. Go! " 

With this, someone from behind grabbed my forearm, pulled 
me onto a snowmachine ("snowmobile," to us non-natives), 
and took off at full throttle back toward Savoonga. Winny had 
set up this " pick-and-roll" perfectly. Positioning himself 
between me and my military escorts, with the snowmachine 
driver racing up behind me at the last second before I was 
supposed to board the plane, anyone trying to prevent my 
sudden departure would have had to climb over the stocky 
Eskimo mayor to do it. 

My snowmachine driver, obviously following orders from 
Winny to get me from point A to point B, ASAP!, never so 
much as flinched as I desperately put a harnrner lock around his 
throat in my panicked attempt to keep from flying off the 
snowmachine as we bounced from one giant mogul to another. 
There are no roads up here in winter; just a maze of 
snowmachine tracks weaving between eight-foot snow drifts , 
umiaks (walrus-skin whaling boats), and the huddle of wooden 
structures that make up Savoonga. As I regained my balance 
after dodging a polar bear skin that hung from a drying rack 
we'd just driven under, the snowmachine came to an abrupt 
halt , nearly catapulting me over the windshield and decapitating 
my driver. 

" He 's in there," grunted the driver, pointing to a small hut 
to my right on the banks of the icy sea. I followed him through 
the cloud of ice crystals kicked up by our frantic skid and on 
into the hut. We entered the front vestibule area designed to 
keep the arctic blast from the living quarters, pulled back the 
seal skin that served as a second front door, and walked into the 
main room. 

The smell of seal oil was heavy in the air, which was 
warmed by a propane stove in the far corner. Various models 
and vintages of seal hunting rifles were piled in a gun rack on 
the wall facing me. Seated at a table beneath this cluster of 
big-bore rifles was Kenny, a VPSO (Village Public Safety 
Officer) for Savoonga. He was busy fiddling with the tuner on a 
portable short-wave radio. Without looking up, he said to me 
aloofly, "So, Winny sent you here. You're with those other 
reporters, aren't you?" 

"Yeah, well , not exactly ," I replied, stalling for time to let 
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my lower jaw thaw out. '' I was talking with your uncle in 
Nome yesterday , and with Winny. They both said you 'd be able 
to help me." 

Kenny slowly got up off his chair, kneeled down on the 
floor , and started to roll up the short-wave radio in a sleeping 
bag that lay between me and him. Still without looking up , he 
said, "Whaling season's about to start, you know? I'll be going 
out tomorrow ... What sort of questions you got?" 

"I work for a magazine, Soldier of Fortune, in Colorado," I 
said . "We've heard a lot of reports about Spetsnaz , or Soviet 
special forces, being spotted up here. Nothing confirmed, 
though. I came up here to check it out. The Eskimo Scouts 
have been showing me around St. Lawrence at Gambell and 
Savoonga. But all the evidence they ' ve shown me is pretty 
circumstantial, mostly stuff washed ashore from Soviet fishing 
boats and a few sightings of strangers on the island. They say 
any people seen on the island who aren't natives could be 
Soviets, but they could also be fishermen corning ashore 
illegally, oil company people, poachers, and so on. Just no hard 
evidence one way or the other. Are they giving me the whole 
story?" 

Kenny stopped rolling up his sleeping bag , put his hands on 
his thighs, cocked his head toward me, looking me straight in 
the eye for the first time, and said with a wide grin , " Nope." 
He got up and walked over to a topo map of St. Lawrence that 
was nailed to the wall of his hut. "They come mostly at night, 
in late summer and fall, when we start getting into the dark 
season. We hear the dogs barking. Sometimes it's probably a 
polar bear or some other animal walking through the village. 
But not always . Then we hear footsteps. I know they're 
checking us out. They're pretty smart." 

"Your uncle in Nome says you have a name for them, " l 
said. In my best Eskimo, I tried to say the word I'd learned a 
few days earlier. "Yookhluk, right? You sure that doesn't 
translate into something more like 'Big Foot' or the 
'Abominable Snowman?' " 

"You can believe whatever you want," said Kenny , his grin 
now gone. "I know what I know. The Soviets come here a lot, 
to recon the island, to keep us on our toes, to scare us maybe. I 
don't know what else they'd be after. In the summer, they're in 
wet suits. In winter, they're dressed in white. I' ve seen their 
submarines surface just off shore, at night, probably picking up 
their guys." 

"Have you personally seen Yookhluk, one of these alleged 
Soviets?" I asked. 
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Kenny paused. "I've never seen much . .. they're always 
too far away to identify. But you never see more than one, and 
they take off pretty quick when they're sighted. They got those 
spring-soled boots." He paused again, turned away from me, 
headed back toward the middle of the room, and kneeled down 
by his half-rolled sleeping bag. 

"I've got a few more questions, " I said as Kenny walked 
away from me. "Do you mind?" 

Kenny finished rolling up his sleeping bag. "It's whaling 
season, you know?" he said, staring at the ground in front of 
him. "I'm leaving tomorrow." I walked toward him with an 
outstretched hand, wanting to thank him for his time. No 
response. He was busy tying his sleeping bag with a frayed 
piece of parachute cord. The Eskimo who'd driven me to the 
hut was now standing by the door. I took the hint. It was time 
to leave. 

Sitting in the C-130 next to Winny as I and other news media 
people were flown back to Nome, I thought about my 
discussion with Kenny . It was the first real indication I'd had 
since arriving in Alaska 10 days before that there might be 
something to the reports of Soviet Spetsnaz activity in Alaska 
after all. Up to then, my meetings with representatives of the 
Alaska Scouts in northwest Alaska, as well as members of the 
Army's 6th Infantry Division in Anchorage, had led me to 
believe I was tracking UFOs. They said there was plenty of 
wild speculation in the media and rumors circulating among 
native Alaskans about Spetsnaz in their state , but no evidence to 

Soviet and American officials on St. Lawrence Island inaugurating 
World War II Lend-Lease program in which American planes were 
ferried from Alaska to Joseph Stalin's Soviet Union. Photo: courtesy 
Foster Aviation 

ST. LAWRENCE ISLAND: 
A ffiSTORY OF SOV~T PRESENCE 

As told to the author by native Eskiri1o Allen Alowa; a former · 
resident of Savoonga. 

''For many hundreds of years, the St. Lawrence Island people 
have been in constant contact with the Siberians. Eskimos of St. 
Lawrence used to barter with Chukchi and asiatic ·Eskimos from 
Siberia. The American Eskimos received reindeer skins and fur 
clothing from tfi.e Chukchi reindeer breeders in exchange for 
whale-blubber oil and skins from walrus "and bearded seal, as 
well as leather straps. 

"In 1948, the visits stopped. The Cold War was on, and Stalin 
stopped fol.ks from visiting. There was a fear the Russian Eski­
mos would re~ain on,St. Lawrence With their·relativ~s. These 
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substantiate it. But Kenny's story, and the curious way I was 
"introduced" to him, suggested otherwise, though the part 
about spring-soled boots had me wondering whether he might in 
fact be pulling this big gringo's leg. 

Just as I started wondering how or whether to pursue this 
further , Winny leaned over to me, pulled the foam ear protector 
from my ear and shouted over the drone of the turbo-prop 
engines, "They're watching you pretty close, aren't they?" 
'They' referred to my military escorts. "So how long you say 
you been working for Uncle Sam?" 

Odd question, I thought. "I don ' t work for the government, " 
I shouted back. " Soldier of Fortune Magazine, remember?" 

" Riiiight," he replied , nodding. "After I was with the old 
Alaska Guard, I worked a while in military intelligence. Still 
got my GI buzz,'' he said with a big smile as he pulled off his 
orange stocking cap. "We' ll get together tonight in Nome. You 
bring Kenny ' s uncle along, the one you met yesterday. We'll 
talk." 

That settled it. I had finally reached the point in my 
investigation that some information and contacts made over the 
past few days were starting to dovetail. "See you in Nome, " I 
shouted to him, almost as a reflex . The decision practically 
made itself. I was eager to settle this Spetsnaz thing, to see for 
myself whether their trail did indeed lead into Alaska, or back 
to the rumor mill. 

The idea for this adventure was hatched nearly a year earlier, 
in the summer of 1987, when a U.S . Coast Guard reservist 
from Anchorage, Alaska, stopped by unannounced at our 
editorial offices in Boulder. In a lengthy private meeting with 
SOF's Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown, he presented a long 
list of evidence suggesting that Soviet Spetsnaz 
commando/espionage teams were operating on the islands of 
Alaska's perimeter (Little Diomede, St. Lawrence and the 
Aleutians), that they had penetrated the mainland, that an · 
Eskimo Scout had been killed by a Spetsnaz recon team near 
Little Diomede, and that the Pentagon was covering the whole 
thing up . 

Believe me , in the 14 years we've been in business we' ve 
had plenty of screwballs and con men come by our offices 

· people were anti-communist and were being harassed by the 
Russian regime. Stalin moved all Siberians off the coastal areas 
of Siberia, breaking up many famili~~ with ties to people on St. 

t:1Eawrence. Many of»:us have relatives living in tl},e Siberian 
village of Providenia. 

"During World War II, the Soviets came to St. Lawrence to 
ferry planes from Alaska to Russia as part of the Lend-Lease 
Act. When I was a small boy, I remember being picked up by 

, ... Russian soldiers in 19ng overcoats and fur hats , They would play 
With me. We were aJ.lies then. ix 

"In 1947, a Russian naval officer, a first lieutenant, escaped 
with his young son, Mininko, to St. Lawrence. The son now 
lives in Dallas, Texas. 

"I don' t rememberthe officer's name. He and his son stayed 
hidden with the SiBerian Yupiks at.:sChaplino on the Siberian 
coast. They helped him build a small skin boat. Since he was an 
engineer, he built his own 5-horseP9wer engine to get the boat 
from Siberia to St. Lawrence. · · 

''He and his son landed 15 miles east of Savoonga. They came 
inte the village. My dad greeted them. The Russian man cried 
and hugged my dad real hard. 
' "The Soviets came to look for them, but we hid them. They 
stayed with usJI got mad at Mininko because he cl.tank my milk. 

''They were there two or three days and then taken to Gambell 
in a boat by the CAA [Civil Aeronautics Administration]. Rus­
sian navy men came into every house.in Gambell. They walked 
in looking for them. Rowever, the school teacher hid them real 
well) n the· ba,semen~,rf the school. ji· 
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trying to sell us every conceivable conspiracy/invasion theory. 
This man was neither. Besides an impressive resume, which we 
checked out, he cited sources ranging from FBI agents, FAA 
officials and Alaska State Troopers to members of the Alaska 
National Guard and newspaper publishers who might, or might 
not, help corroborate his allegations. And he never asked us for 
up-front expenses so he could write the story or to be our 
personal salaried guide in the Alaskan boonies. He didn' t ask 
for anything. He only challenged us to " Go up and see for 
yourself." 

Brown was definitely interested. But with the Iran-Contra 
hearings in full swing and combat reports from Central America 
and Afghanistan breaking around our ears, this lone call from 
Alaska had to be back-burnered until circumstances warranted 
devoting valuable staff time to investigate the story. 

Interest was resurrected a few months later, when an 8 
September 1987 Defense Week article, " ... Eskimo Scouts 
Search for Clues of Soviet Plans to Invade Alaska," appeared, 
followed by a fusillade of articles in other national publications 
stating how circumstantial evidence suggested that Soviet 
Spetsnaz teams had infiltrated St. Lawrence Island and were 
probably on the mainland. 

Finally, an article in our January 1988 issue by two 
internationally known and respected intelligence analysts, M.K. 
Pilgrim and Neil C. Livingstone, entitled " Spetsnaz Invades 
America: USG Ignores Special Troops Inside Our Borders," 
brought the issue to a head. In it, the authors made reference to 
"a persistent story, denied by the Pentagon but confirmed by 
Alaskan sources," that an Eskimo Scout had been killed on 
Little Diomede "after stumbling upon a Spetsnaz 
reconnaissance unit.'' According to our research when editing 
the article, the autopsy " revealed that he had been killed by a 
dum-dum bullet of a type known to be favored by Spetsnaz 
teams." Our Managing Editor, Jim Graves , also wrote a sidebar 
to that article stating that according to an intelligence source in 
Washington, D.C., the body of a Spetsnaz team member known 
as "the swimmer" had been recovered by an Eskimo Scout 
near Kotzebue, Alaska. 

After this Spetsnaz article hit the newsstands, we were 

''After that, my dad always said, 'You watch. They will come 
over here again. They won't come near you, and they won'thurt 
you. You study their language and culture. It'll be important in 
the future.' 

"He was right. During the Vietnam War, the Russians used to 
broadcast a radio program several nights a week directed to us on 
St. Lawrence [SOF has access to some cassette recordings of 
these broadcasts]. They would play native Eskimo music. Then, 
in our Eskimo dialect, they would start their propaganda. They 
said that American CIA agents were going from door to door 
down in the lower 48, forcing people to give them money to pay 
for the war. The Russians wanted to subvert our loyalty to the 
United States. That's very important to them - to weaken 
America any way they can. I still don't trust them. 

"In February 1974, a Russian spy plane landed at Gambell. 
One fellow was walking in the village and saw it come in. He 
thought it was a C-124 at first. Then he looked again and decided 
it looked a bit strange. Then he saw the big red star on its tail. He 
quickly turned back to the village and alerted the National Guard 
and the whole village. 

"The plane landed at Gambell because it was low on fuel. 
Two pilots got out. We wouldn't let them back on. We corifis­
cated the plane. People from Elmendorff Air Force Base and the 
State Department came over. The plane had a crew of 11. They 
remained for 24 hours until they were authorized to leave. The 
Air Force refueled them. 

"For the past 20 years or so we've found dead Russian 
soldiers on the island. Russian flags, rations, garbage, papers, 
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flooded with letters and calls from Alaskans and other interested 
parties around the country who claimed the information about 
Alaska was just the tip of the iceberg. A former FBI agent who 
had worked in Alaska, asking to remain anonymous, called and 
said he had heard of "the swimmer" story before and was 
amazed to see it in the magazine. Another reader, who had 
served at Ft. Greeley, Alaska, and who also requested 
anonymity, stated in a letter that "there is quite a bit of highly 
classified Soviet activity in Alaska ... Ft. Greeley, the pipeline 
and Air Force bases, especially at Ft. Richardson, appeared to 
be targeted ... [and] at least one Soviet commando has been 
found on the Alaskan mainland. " The similarity among events 
mentioned in our article, reader responses, and reports from the 
Alaska Coast Guard reservist made them appear all the more 
credible. 

On the other hand, the article generated scathing criticism 
from the U.S. Army, Defense Intelligence Agency and the 
National Security Council, all of whom stated that these 
references to Alaska were totally unfounded. One especially 
articulate critic was Captain William H. Burgess ill, a U.S. 
'Army Special Forces Branch Officer on assignment to Ft. 
Richardson, Alaska. In a letter challenging us to produce the 
sources for the article's allegations, he said he had been 
"researching alleged incursions onto U.S. territory attributed to 
Soviet military activities," and that he had never heard of the 
incidents mentioned by us concerning Alaska. We immediately 
called our contributing editor on Soviet Affairs, who confirmed 
that Capt. Burgess was indeed very highly regarded as a 
veritable "Spetsnaz chaser" in Alaska, and that Burgess was 

Soviet Antonov An-24 Coke twin turbo-prop aircraft made 
emergency landing at Gambell, 28 February 1974, after running out 
of fuel . Emblem on fuselage designates it as polar aviation research 
plane. Long sensing pod under wing suggests electronic intelligence 
(ELINT) capability. After State Department officials examined 
plane, it was refueled and allowed to leave. Photo: John Elmore, 
Alaska State Trooper 

dugouts, fox holes, and personal belongings. 
"Just about every week someone hears shots fired from the 

mountains. Maybe the shots are indications they have killed 
birds or reindeer. Black planes with no lights land frequently. 
Strange submarines land off shore. We have seen these people at 
the old White Alice site at the Northeast Cape. 

''This year, as part of glasnost 1 suppose, Alaska Air flights 
are planned from Nome to Providenia to reunite some of the 
Eskimo families on St. Lawrence with their Siberian relatives 
who were relocated during the Cold War. Winny James is 
scheduled to go over. So is TW. I'm sure the Soviet military 
'visits' out on the Northeast Cape will tail off for a while during 
these goodwill gestures. 

"I think this exchange with Providenia is a great thing. We 
need to see our family members there. Bu.t I still don't trust the 
Soviets. They're real interested in St. Lawrence. I'm not sure 
why. I feel uncomfortable when I'm alone at camp. They might 
hurt me. I really don't know.'' 
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about to complete an excellent book about Spetsnaz entitled 
Soviet Special Operations: A Critical A ssessment. Therefore , he 
intimated, if Capt. Burgess says these Spetsnaz reports are 
baloney , you might want to bet on it. 

There we were . Caught in the crossfire of controversy. That' s 
usually a pretty familiar place for us, so that wasn' t the issue . 
What was disturbing about the situation was that we had noted 
authorities on both s.ides of the aisle claiming our account of 
Spetsnaz in Alaska was either: 1) right on the mark, or 2) a 
candidate for this decade's yellow journalism award. 

Brown was predictably cerebral in handling this dilemma: 
" Eee-fucking-nuff!" he growled in an editorial meeting. He'd 
had his fill of being jerked around by "experts ." It was time to 
send one of our own staffers up to Alaska and get the facts with 
which to sort out this mess. If we had scratched an iceberg, 
then he wanted a large chunk of that damned iceberg brought 
back to him as proof. If we'd been sold a bill of goods , as 
Capt. Burgess and others claimed, then we would own up to it 
- publicly . Our readers deserved at least that much . 

After hitting the side of his spittoon with a blob of Skoal 
juice he launched from halfway across the room - which is a 
sure sign that Brown's fuse has been lit and he' s ready to 
declare war - he punched the intercom button on his desk and 
shouted to his secretary , " We're sending Bates to Alaska . 
NOW!" My traveling orders were simple: " Come back when 
you ' re done." 

Within days, I found myself on a plane heading for 
Anchorage. I had made arrangements to meet with Eskimo 
Scout representatives in Northwest Alaska. As the reputed 
"eyes and ears" of the north , these Alaska National Guardsmen 
should be a source of facts or fantasy about Soviet Spetsnaz 
activity in the state. However, before heading to that region , I 

PRIDE OF THE GUARD 
Excerpts from an interview with Major General John Schaeffer 

Chosen by Eskimo elders to head the Alaska National Guard, 
Major General John Schaeffer is the first native Eskimo to attain 
this position. A 31-year veteran of the Guard, former business­
man and community leader, Maj. Gen. Schaeffer is devoted to 
enlarging opportunities within the Guard for native Eskimos and 
to making it more responsive to the needs of young Eskimo 
adults, who are often torn between maintaining their traditional 
arctic survival skills and broadening their experences in the 
m odem urban world; 

SOF: After Army basic trammg, do Scouts receive any 
rudimentary training in military intelligence? 

Schaeffer: Yes, absolutely. The Army conducts intelligence 
training courses for the Scouts . .. they get periodic briefings. 
We try to do that on an annual basis . 

Sometimes we don' t reach all the Scouts , because many of 
those briefings are classified; you need a secret security clear­
ance to si~ in on them. 

We' re trying to arrange it so that all Scouts will have to have a 
security clearan.ce. This would allow them get in on these secret 
b.defings. Also, those people who already have secret clearances; 
such as the intelligence officers and sergeants at the battalion 
level, and in some cases the training NCOs in special units, 
should have top secret and higher clearances. We have operations 
going on that are highly classified intelligence operations. Right 
now, these people are involved with these operations but don' t 
know what they are doing because they can't be told . 

SOF: Do you also think that some of the Scouts at the point of 
collection should have more sophisticated intel training for 
handling spot reports before they are passed on to their respec­
tive battalion headguarters? 

Schaeffer: Right now, we don't think so. Primarily because 
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scheduled a meeting with Capt. Bill Burgess and his associate, 
Lieutenant Ronald D. Kolenda, a contributor to Burgess ' book 
about Spetsnaz. Both men serve with the Army's 6th Infantry 
Division at Ft. Richardson . 

Two hours after my arrival in Anchorage, I met with both 
Capt. Burgess and Lt. Kolenda for an informal briefing. " As I 
told you over the phone , Tom," Capt. Burgess said , " the 
Spetsnaz story in SOF was cut from whole cloth. It surprised 
me . Your magazine does provide a vital service by reliably 
covering matters of interest to military intelligence. But the 
terminal effect of this particular article was that it further 
contaminated an already fouled data base regarding Soviet 
special operations forces . And as far as there being any sort of 
cover-up by the Pentagon or anyone else about reports of 
Spetsnaz in Alaska, it just isn't the case . Believe me, with the 
current budget cuts up here, it would be to the military's 
advantage to magnify the issue of Spetsnaz, or any other 
Soviet-type incursions into Alaska, in order to get a larger share 
of a shrinking pie. 

" That's not to say that something like this couldn' t happen, " 
he continued, " but there 's no hard evidence to back it up. 
When you track down these Spetsnaz reports , you ' ll find that 
the leads evaporate .. . this whole Spetsnaz theory collapses 
under investigation. I'm afraid the Spetsnaz scare of the 1980s 
is analagous to the UFO mania of the 1950s and '60s." 

" What specifically is demonstrably false in our Spetsnaz 
article concerning Alkaska?" I asked . 

" For one thing ," replied Capt. Burgess, " the sidebar about 
the swimmer raised a red fl ag right away . It said that the 
alleged Soviet' corpse had blue eyes. Nonsense . Anytime there 's 
an animal corpse on the shore, the sea gulls or other scavengers 
peck out the eyes immediately. 

we are not e:fficially in the intelligence network. Our job is 
strictly arctic surveillance and reconnaissance . . . with training 
similiar to Army Ranger and long-range patrol units . Also, these 
guys are part-time Guardsmen; they are really not of federal 
status. They are under state control. I think we should leave it to 
the regular Army and Air Force intelligence people to make 
those kinds of assessments. 

Again, our biggest problem is once that assessment is made, 
who can we tell? Ontil we get enough people with high enough 
clearances out there on the periphery, we can't even baek-brief 
them. Right now, the Army will make an assessment of what has 
been happening on St. Lawrence lsiand, then they classify it, so 
I can't talk about it With the Scouts or their commanders . This 
has to be changed. 

SOF: What precisely is the information flow for the Scout 
spot reports after they are received by the respective battalion 
headquarters? 

· Schaeffer: From the various battalion headquarters , the re­
ports are passed on to 207th Group here in Anchorage. It ' s the 
parent group of the 6th Infantry Division in Anchorage. Actual­
ly, the priority is to the 6th ID. 

From there, ~he information goes on to Washington, D.C., 
. probably to DIA, but I'm not sure . They alse go to both Alaska 
Air Command and Joint Task Force Alaska, which would be 6th 
ID' s parent heaciquarters i£ the balloon' goes up. Then from AAC 
or Joint Task Force Alaska, it goes directly to the Joint Chiefs of 
Staff. So the information is funneled back to Washington two 
ways . 

SOF: And finally to the National Security Council? 
Schaeffer: I'm not sure that that channel to NSC isn't a direct 

one. Or at least one of the agencies that works for NSC. 
SOF: How conscientious are the intel agencies in Washing­

ton , D .C. , about completing the information loop? I heard a lot 
of complaints firomScmuts out on the periphery that they don' t 
get much if any feedback on what sort of job their doing . 

Schaeffer: They have been very good at it up to where they 
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"That wasn't a major issue, though. What really made me 
laugh was the story about the Alaska Scout who was supposedly 
murdered by a Spetsnaz recon team near Little Diomede and the 
'missing' autopsy report indicating he had been killed by, let 
me see, how was that worded, oh yeah, 'by a dum-dum bullet 
known to be favored by Spetsnaz teams.' 

"First of all," Capt. Burgess said with a tone of mock 
seriousness, "can you tell me exactly what sort of dum-dum 
bullet is favored by Spetsnaz?" I shook my head, no. "Neither 
can I," he said, with a chuckle. "I have no idea what would 
constitute a Spetsnaz dum-dum bullet. And as far as an Eskimo 
Scout being murdered by Spetsnaz, that's pure Bravo Sierra. As 
you'll find out when you go up there, the Eskimos out on the 
periphery are all closely related. Even if the Pentagon tried to 
cover up a murder of a Scout, which they wouldn't, there's no 
way to keep something like that a secret. You can't keep people 
in small communities from talking, especially when they're 
related . .. there are no secrets up there. I've been up in those 
areas many times, as has Lt. Kolenda, and we've never heard 
any talk of a Scout being murdered , by anyone. That sort of 
news would be too hot to hide. 

"Now, some native Eskimos do get killed. Little Diomede, 
St. Lawrence, Point Hope, and so on are desolate, dangerous 
areas, even for the natives . Some Eskimos occasionally fall 
through or get stranded on the sea ice, or die of exposure when 

BELOW: Head of Alaska National Guard, Adjutant General John 
Schaeffer, is first native Eskimo to hold this position. One of his 
goals is to promote more Eskimos to top Guard positions. Photo: 
courtesy Alaska National Guard 

inforni the activetluty units, 'in this caseTue 6th Inf.an try Di vi­
sion. But when it comes to doing that with the Scouts, it is part of 
this problem again of peciple not being properly cleared for 
access to that infofIDation. 

At one time they didn't eyen bothe1J: Even the Anny here 
would just pass the information forward and not even get an 
assessment themselves. But they have the capability now, and 
they are doing it. We just hij.ve to figure out how to get that 
assessip.ent back pown to the user so that these guys on the 
perphery get a feel for how they fit intd the intel network and 
how important they are to the entire system. 

SOF: Have the Scouts ever recovered any Soviet weapons 
caches? ··... "f 

Schaeffer: To my knowledge, they have never found caches 
of any kind. Period. 
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out hunting, ·or maybe get shot by some drunk who wants to 
settle an old family score. In all likelihood, these accidental 
deaths are probably the real-world source of these supposed 
Spetsnaz-related killings." 

Eskimo Scouts Edward Soolook and Raleigh Ahkvaluk patrol along 
international border on frozen sea ice in Bering Strait between 
islands of Big and Little Diomede. Blue cliffs of Big Diomede, Soviet 
territory, loom less than a mile away in background. Soviet 
garrison on Big Diomede has contingent of 45-65 military personnel, 
two helicopter pads, 57mm radar-controlled antiaircraft gun, radar 
station and aircraft radar jamming device. Scout observation post 
on Little Diomede provides around-the-clock surveillance of Soviet 
activity on Big Diomede. Photo: Tom Bates 

SOF: Have any bodies of Soviets been found on St. Lawrence 
or anywhere else on the perphery? Or any Scouts suspected of 
being killed by Soviets? 

Schaeffer: I don't know of any. It's rough country up there. 
Our own people [native Eskimos] are always drowning or get­
ting wet and dying or freezing to death, and even disappearing. 
They get out on the ice and the ice blows away. I know of people 
that have bad to go through Moscow and Tokyo to get back 
home. But that happens all the time up there, so I suppose that 
somebody could come to the conelusion that there was some­
thing funny going on, but as far as I know, that all is some 
speculation. There is nothing that we have reported that would 
ever indicate that there was any ioul play. We have never had 
that problem. · 

SOF: If a Soviet body were found, how would that be band­
ied. Would the Air Force pick it up~ or civilian resources be 
called in to pick it up? 

Schaeffer: Yes,. civilian resources, when we are not at war. 
We have bad c.ases where we have had people defect, and we 
tum them over to the state police: [Soviets, usually from Big 
Diomede to U.S. territocy on Little Diomede. Also, Americans 
John W eymoth in 1986 and Lorenzo Castro in 1987 "defected" 
to Big Diomede and were promptly returned by the Soviets.) We 
also report it through military channels. 

SOF: Did you happen to read the article that appeared in SOF 
about Spetsnaz in Alaska and e1swhere in the United States? If 
so, what was your reaction to it? 

Schaeffer: My reaction was that somebocly took some liber­
ties to come to some conclusions, that we do not have the 
information to baclc up. And in fact! don'tknow where they got 
the idea that we bad ever found a body that might have been a 
Soviet, because I don't know if that ever happened. We also 
have not had a Guardsman killed out there, that I know of. 
Otherwise, l thought the rest of the article was quite good. I 
enjoyed it. 
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.I tufued to my list ef. allegations 'made by th~ news media 
and some of our reader; claiming there is evidence of covert . 
Soviet military activity in Alaska. 

"I know," I said, "that with the south-to-north prevailing 
currents in the Bering Straits, St. J,,awrence Island is a natur;U 
collection, point for flotsam an9 jetsam to accumulate. So it's ne 
sutprise to find objects of Soviet origin on its shores that could 
have been washed overboard from fishing boats, intelligence 
ships, or. whatever. But what about the Soviet NBC 
decontrunination kit found near Little Diomede?" 

"Ne~er happened,; ' he replied. • "No such ~quipment was 
ever found .'" · 

''And the Soviet transmitter battery 
found inland? Since batteries don't · 

float, ·how do you suppose it 
got t!Jere?" 1 askecl. 

•s "eyes and. ears of the north," famed Eskimo Scouts of 
Alaska National Guard, provide on·the-gi:ound surveillance and 
intelligence gathering in western Alaska. Characteristic white 
s.nowmachines ;md wiJite shell clothing of these Scouts at Sav09nga, 
just miles from Siberia, help keep t.hem concealed during winter: 
patrols of Alaskan peripher~. SOF Associate l!!ditot Tom Bates 
joined Eskimo Scouts on St. Lawrence Island and LitUe Diomede in 
the Bering Sea to inveiitigate reports of Soviet Spetsnaz incursions 
Into U.S. territory. Photo: Russ West.on 
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'~'fhe 'mysterious' Soviet transmitter was.·n0thing more than 
a sonobuoy battiry,'' explaipoo B·urgess. ·Es6nobuoy~ ~e •· 
homing devices used to keep ltack of fishing nets.] ''It was '. 
found near an inland runway. Sonobuoys can break loose from 
their m,oorings and wash ashore. Someone probably found -one 
0f these, brake. it opeQ, and: tQok out .the battery 'that Op(\lrates, 
the transmittei:; hoping they could use.it in their snowm~chin~ 
er something like that. When the battery wore out or a use 
couldn't be found for it, the person discarded it.'' 

What about the sightings· of Soviets on St, ·Lawrence and 
Little· Diomede? How dG you explain those~ 

"There are any number of reascmable explanations for those 
sightings," said Burgess. "Fishing boats always carry wet suits 
for divers to go down and check nets, traps, and make boat 
repairs. Invariably, some of these guys come on shore on St. 
Law.i:ence. A:lso, oil company people - geologists - go on t he 
island, though they'll never'adinit it. These f>eople aren't 
supposed to be there. Non-natiYes need a permit to go -0ut to St. 
Lawrence. So of course these people run when they're spotted. 
They don't .want any hassles." ' 

Lieutenant Kolenda added, · , ~You'IJ · noti~e that with ·all these 
reported sightings, there is always one strangi;:r sighted. 'If there 

\.; '~ 
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were some sort of Soviet recon team out there, it would stand 
to reason that more than one person would be spotted, but there 
never is. It's like with UFOs - they're always reported in 
some unpopulated, backwater area, and never in some place 
like Times Squar~. where the story could be corroborated by 
witnesses. There is also a problem with ivory poachers out 
combing the shoreline for walrus tusks. It's illegal for 
non-natives to deal in uncarved ivory. These guys really don't 
want to get caught. " 

"We've also heard reports of Spetsnaz personnel monitoring 
U.S. training exercises out on the Aleutians," I said. "Any 
basis to these reports?'' 

"None," both men replied. 
"How about the numerous missing persons reports attributed 

to people coming across Spetsnaz teams in the back country and 
being killed by them?" 

"That's a new one on me," replied Lt. Kolenda. 
According to these two men, no Soviet military 

~rsonnel of any type, alive or dead, have ever been 
caught anywhere in Alaska. Neither have 
Soviet weapons/ration caches 
been found, 
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Author, Tom Bates, with Eskimo Scout at Gambell, on 
Northwest Cape of St. Lawrence Island. Coast 

of Siberia lies just 37 miles to the west, 
across the Bering Sea. 
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nor items of equipment been discovered that couldn't be 
attributed to flotsam or jetsam from Soviet vessels in the Bering 
Sea region . 

Captain Burgess concluded our discussion by suggesting that 
a possible cause of these exaggerated rumors about Spetsnaz in 
Alaska is what he refers to as a "brittleness" in the Eskimo 
Scouts' reporting system. "The Scouts aren't making up these 
stories," he said. "The problem is that the HUMINT [human 
intelligence] aspect of the intelligence system is weak. The 
Scouts, who are at the point of collection, are a good group but 
aren't sufficiently trained in intelligence gathering . There is no 
one out on the periphery to give the Scouts' spot reports a good 
intelligence scrub before they are passed on to Scout battalion 
headquarters in Nome or Kotzebue, and then on to the Ml 
people at 6th ID in Anchorage . If the Guard were staffed with 
intel people at the point of collection, it would help to stiffen 
the mix, so to speak, so rumors wouldn't have a chance to get 
started." 

With plenty of potential holes blown in the "Spetsnaz threat 
to Alaska" story , I went back to my hotel room and, keeping 
the remarks of these gentlemen in mind, prepared some 
questions for my meeting the following day with Alaska 
Congressman Don Young. 

When I arrived at the Captain Cook Hotel lobby in downtown 
Anchorage the next morning, Rep. Young's special assistant 
Bill Sharrow was there to greet me . A retired brigadier general 
with 16 years' service in Alaska's National Guard, Mr. Sharrow 
was well aware of the reports I was investigating. Both he and 
Rep. Young were of the same opinion as Capt. Burgess . 
"We've heard these reports off and on for years," said the 
Congressman. "Show me a body, then I'll believe them." 

Mr. Sharrow noted that from a military operational point of 
view, it wouldn't make sense for the Soviets to try to infiltrate 
Spetsnaz recon teams into the mainland. "It's a big state with 
fierce terrain and climate up north," he said. If they [the 
Soviets] were trying to target the pipeline, they'd have to cross 
hundreds of miles of inhospitable territory to do it. The cost is 
too great for that objective. There are easier ways to hit the 
pipeline ... with aircraft, for instance.'' 

"I'll be the first one to admit that the pipeline is not secure," 
Rep. Young said. "It would be a likely target in wartime ... it 
accounts for 22 percent of domestic oil production. But the 
pipeline's service road is wide open all year. So why not just 
drive up to the dam thing and blow it up? It's been attempted 
before, and it only failed because the fool didn't know how to 
plant the explosive charge correctly. Or even better," he said, 
with his tongue firmly embedded in his cheek, "they could get 
some liberal in this state to do the job for them - for free!" 

The conversation ended with both men commenting about 
how sightings of Soviet Bear bombers near Alaska were way up 

Aerial view of Big Diomede (left, Soviet territory) and Little 
Diomede (right, U.S. territory) in Bering Strait. Islands are only 
21/i miles apart, with international dateline running in between. 
Photo: courtesy Foster Aviation 
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this year, and that fact did have officials concerned. But as far 
as Soviet recon teams being spotted around the periphery or 
evidence of espionage around U.S . military facilities, they knew 
of no confirmed incidents. Bill Sharrow closed by echoing a 
comment made by Capt. Burgess about what a valuable service 
the Eskimo Scouts perform as part of Alaska's early warning 
system: "They're ,a priceless asset. They know how to live in a 
brutal environment. They're good people. If we did ever have 
to commit regular troops out there in an emergency, they'd be 
lost without the Scouts.'' 

By now I was more than ready to head out to the Alaskan 
periphery to meet with the Scouts myself. They, and their 
families, were obviously the linchpin in this investigation. If 
they were as incredulous about these reports as the officials I'd 
spoken with in Anchorage, then the information loop would be 
all but complete. 

The next day, I flew from Anchorage to Kotzebue, a small 
Eskimo town above the Arctic Circle on the coast of the Bering 
Sea. It is also the home of the 3rd Eskimo Scout Battalion and 
is the alleged site where the Soviet "swimmer" was recovered 

A matter of perspective. Pentagon graphic (below) characterizing 
Soviet threat as being to our east, thousands of miles across the 
Atlantic, ignoring the more immediate threat to Alaska (bottom) 
where U.S. territory is just a few miles from Siberia. Photos: 
courtesy Alaska National Guard 
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in 1981. I had been told by many natives that Anchorage is the 
last stop before entering Alaska, but it wasn't until stepping off 
the plane in Kotzebue that I felt the real impact of that 
statement. My lungs spasmed and my eyelids froze at half mast 
when a gale-force icy wind hit me square in the face. "Not 
bad ," said the elderly Eskimo woman next to me. "Only 23 
below. Maybe I walk home from here." 

Before she bounded off into the arctic tundra, I tried clumsily 
to untangle my camera strap and snap her picture. That's when 
I learned how drastically and quickly life changes in this kind 
of balls-to-the-wall cold. My half-frozen fingers suddenly lost 
hold of the lens cap and I watched it disappear toward Siberia 
on the tail of a 40 mph wind. Pressing the camera up to my 
now anesthetized cheek, I exhaled before releasing the shutter. 
Bad idea. The entire camera, viewfinder and lens were 
immediately covered with a boiler-plate-like frost from my 
condensed breath. Undaunted, I still tried to get off a shot. 
Another bad idea. My upper lip promptly welded itself to the 
frosty camera body. Then the light meter died as the batteries 
froze up . . . then the film inside shattered into a million pieces 
when I hit the film advance .. . then a large chunk of my 
iced-up mustache broke off and dropped inside my coat as I 
peeled my lip from the back of the frost-covered camera. 

Ah yes , this must be Alaska! 
It was Easter Sunday when I arrived, a dogsled race had just 

ended, and it seemed like most people in this town of 3,600 
were road-testing their snowmachines on the maze of trails that 
wove between buildings. 

I hitched a ride on one snowmachine driven by a Kotzebue 
native, who immediately gave me the grand tour of town. He 
finally dropped me off in front of the National Guard armory , 
where I hoped to find a guardsman who'd be willing to talk. 
The building looked deserted when I walked around it, but the 
front door was unlocked, so I walked in. Seated on a cot in the 
gymnasium was an Eskimo Scout in his BDUs thumbing 
through a professional wrestling magazine. I struck up a 
conversation with him and in the next hour or so learned quite a 
bit about how closely intertwined the National Guard is with the 
native Eskimo population. He confirmed what I had been told 
in Anchorage - that service in the Scouts is almost a rite of 
passage for many Eskimos. It was a long-standing tradition in 
his family . He showed me a picture of his father, who had just 
retired after 30 years in the Guard , that hung on the wall of the 
armory . "I bet you' re proud of him," I said. 

" You got that right," he replied. "I just finished basic 
training at Ft. Bragg in January. I'm waitin' here for a military 
hop back to Point Hope, where I live." 

" You miss anything about the lower 48?" I asked . 
" Yeah. Trees! And other green things. Where I come from, 

the imagination. 
For the uninitiated, here. are sorneJncredible facts about our 

49th state: ' 

- It is the largest state in the union ~586,200 square miles) and is 
one fifth the size of the GOntinental United States. 

-Hs coastline, .from pojl)~ ·tc> point, i~_,,p,640 miles, with 47 ,300 
miles of tidal shoreline. · 

- There are 1.1 square miles for each person in Alaska. In 
contrast, New ¥ork state has .003 sq~are miles per person. 

- Because or its sparse pQpulation, A'faska has only one con­
gressman. 

- A typical Alaskan, according to .1985 census figures, is a 
27-year-old male. Alaska has the higfl:est proportion of males in 
its population of any state; 53 percent 

- On a per capita basis, Alaska's po,pulation of 70,000 veterans 
is the largest of any state. 
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White Alice Communication System (WACS) site on Northeast Cape 
of St. Lawrence Island. Antennae now dismantled, this area is 
where most sightings of Soviet commandos are made. Photo: 
courtesy Alaska Air Command 

there's not much color ... except for white ." 
Our conversation was very amicable until I asked something I 

obviously shouldn't have . "You know, down in the lower 48 , 
we've been hearing a lot about Spetsnaz, those Soviet 
commandos or whatever, maybe being up here .. . . '' 

"I don ' t know nothing about it, " he said tersely, cutting my 
sentence short. End of conversation. He picked up his pro 
wrestling magazine and never said another word. Either he 'd 
had enough of my inane chatter and turned to something more 
stimulating or I'd struck a nerve. Whatever the case , I decided 
it was a good time to cultivate some other contacts in town. 

When I got outside, the sun had gone down, and the wind 
had picked up - and the temperature was cold enough to 
freeze my spit before it hit the ground. Now I knew why the 
guys at G.l. Joe ' s Military Supply in Anchorage had given me 
a handful of pencils for note taking up here - it'd be August 
before the ink in my pens would flow again . 

With everything in Kotzebue locked tight until Monday, I 
headed toward the only light I saw burning. It was the 
broadcast facility for KOTZ, the local radio station. After 
rapping loudly on the door a few times and getting no response, 
I poked my head in the front door and saw the female disc 

Continued on page 93 

- Depending on how you look at it, Alaska bas the easternmost 
and westernmost points in the country. The l 80th meridian, the 
dividing line be.tween east and west, passes through Alaska in 
the Aleutian Island chain. The westernmost point is Amatignak 
Island , and the easternmost is Pochnoi .Point. 

- At Little Diomede Island , the United States is only 2 Y2 miles 
from Soviet territory on Big Diomede. St. Lawrence Island is 
only 37 miles from the Siberian coast. 

- There are 1,800 named islands in the state. Several thousand 
are still unnamed. 

- Of the 20 highest 'mountains in the United States, Alaska 
claims 17. Mt. McKinley, at 20,320 feet , is the highest in North 
America . 

-The entire state has just 15 ,315miles of roads, of which more 
than one fourth are unpaved. fn comparison, Austria, a country 
one eighteenth the size of Alaska , has twice as many miles of 
paved public roads. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNll 59 



SOI~ VIETNAM SPEC OPS 

DEATH 
OF A RED 

PRINCE 
SOG Spike Team's Lucky 

Editor's Note: Due to the unique events in 
this operation, names of the actual MACV/ 
SOG (Military Assistance Command, Viet­
nam/Studies and Observation Group) Com­
mand and Control North (CCN) recon team 
from Da Nang and that of the team itself 
have been changed. 

SOF correspondent Issac W. Staats first 
heard about this mission from CCN team 
leader Gunther Wald, a few months before 
the latter was KIA running a MACV/SOG 
mission in Laos during November 1969. 
Other reliable MACV/SOG sources con-
tributed to this report. 

SPIKE team leaders Pete and Jake had 
barely finished their debriefing by S-2 

{jntelligence) at Forward Operating Base 
#2 in Kontum when they were ordered to 
fly to Saigon . ASAP. 

This was strange. Usually after a harrow­
ing mission , such as the one from which 
they had just barely escaped alive, they and 
their indigenous troops would celebrate late 
into the night. 

As soon as their C-130 touched down at 
Tan Son Nhut in Saigon, a black, unmarked 
jeep whisked them to one of the MACY/ 
SOG safe houses in Saigon. 

MACV/SOG brass had ordered them to 
Saigon so quickly that their bodies hadn't 
had time to recover from the trial by ordeal 
that had been their mission. They were still 
wracked by intense dehydration and fa­
tigue, the result of running for hours 
through triple-canopy jungle crawling with 
NV A regulars trying to kill them. Their ears 
still rang from full-auto bursts from their 
CAR-15s and Charlie's AKs, from Clay­
more mine detonations, from A-lE Sky­
raider strafing and bombing, and from the 
gunship runs which in the end saved their 
hides. 
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Strike in Laos 
by Isaac Staats 
Illustration by Ralph Butler 

:VITAL STAATS 
Isaac Staats served two tours with the 

5th Special Forces Group in Vi~tnam. 
His firs~ tour was at FOB # 1 in Phu Bai. 
and SOG' s CCN in Da Nang, the second 
at CCN in Da Nang. He now lives and 
writes, in San piego. Hi~ articles .. paYe 
appeared in SOF on numerous :'occa- ; . 
sions, the most recent being "Spe.ctres 
Over Laos" in our f'1ay '88 isSUt). 

They hadn't even had time to pay their 
final respects to the three indig mercenaries 
on their team who did not make it to the LZ 
and were assumed to be killed in action . 

It was summer, 1968. 
Without any greetings or pretense of so­

cial amenities, Pete and Jake were spirited 
into an old French provincial mansion and 
taken to a large room on the second floor. It 
was filled with cold-eyed, tight-lipped 
MACV/SOG, CIA, DIA and CID person­
nel, most of whom were dressed in civilian 
trash . 

Within minutes, the interrogation began. 
Pete and Jake's last mission had taken 

them "across the fence" into the tri-border 
area, where Laos, Cambodia and South 
Vietnam meet. Theregion was a major stag­
ing area and launch site for big NVA and Viet 
Cong military thrusts into South Vietnam. 

For Special Forces teams running mis­
sions into the area at the time, the fact that 
the U.S. State Department pretended that 
Laos and Cambodia were "neutral" was a 
bitter and grotesque joke . Charlie often 

massed more than 100,000 troops in those 
countries . 

There was nothing funny about the in­
tense interrogation Pete and Jake had to 
endure, however. 

No one seemed to care that they had bare­
ly gotten out of a man-made hell alive. And , 
much to their disbelief, they were being 
grilled as though they were common crimin-

. als . 
The debriefing/interrogation stretched 

into a second day . Some admirals and 
generals sat in. There were no peons in on 
this one. 

All of the photographs Pete had taken 
with his standard-issue 35mm Pentax 
were developed, blown up and exhaus­
tively examined by experts from the CIA 
Laotian office, as well as by Pete and 
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Jake' s interrogators. An artist drew pic­
tures of a man carried on a litter borne by 
eight orientals. He had been carried into 
the kill zone of the spike team's ambush 
and died there . 

At one point, during the second day , Jake 
pulled one of the plainclothes CIA types 
aside and asked him', " Just what the hell is 
going on here?" 

The spook responded, "This is a real 
predicament. That was a Laotian prince 
your team killed. It's created a problem. If 
push comes to shove, you guys are his­
tory ." 

Pete and Jake looked at each other incred­
ulously . 

" What the fuck was the prince doing with 
all those NV A and Pathet Lao soldiers?" 
Pete said . " He deserves to be history ." 
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His quip didn't take the edge off their 
nervousness. 

At the end of the day , another CIA type 
confided to Pete and Jake, " We're either 
going to give you a medal or charge you 
with killing the prince. They haven't made 
up their minds ." 

"Hey, we were just doing our jobs," 
blurted Pete. 

The CIA spook ignored his comment. 
That night, Pete and Jake remembered 

that if they had been captured alive on that 
mission , all of the interrogators - the 
admirals, generals , and CIA/DIA/CID 
types - would have ardently disavowed 
any knowledge of their existence. 

They remembered why they ran missions 
in sterile fatigues , why they never carried 
any identification, and why any maps they 

carried were meticulously trimmed so that 
nothing remained on the charts that might 
reveal their origin. 

They knew that the same State Depart­
ment that pretended Laos and Cambodia 
were neutral would, if Pete and Jake or any 
other Green Beret were captured in Laos , 
deny even that they were Americans. 

It was all a part of the ' ' deniability ' ' built 
into the MACV/SOG program by the same 
politicians and the State Department scum 
who set the absurd political agenda that · 
forced U.S. combat troops to fight the war 
in Vietnam with their hands tied behind 
their backs . 

Throughout the war, Presidents Johnson 
and Nixon denied that any American troops 

Continued on page 106 
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SOJ1 SPECIAL FORCES 

Emerald Isle's Elite Strike Force 

THE Army Ranger Wing (ARW) of the 
Irish Defence Forces is probably the 

youngest special forces unit of the European 
armed forces . Indeed, the Irish Defence 
Forces only came into being on 1 October 
1924 and as such is a babe among its Euro­
pean peers . But Irish soldiers have fought in 
foreign armies under Irish banners through­
out the centuries: for the Poles, French, 
Russians, Austrians, Spanish, Swedes, and 
especially the British, who still maintain a 
number of Irish cavalry and infantry reg­
iments. 

Formed in the spring of 1980, the ARW is 
headquartered amid the Victorian buildings 
of the Curragh Camp in County Kildare. 
Curragh, home of the Irish Army, is what 
you would expect to find in any British 
garrison town, having served as British 
Army headquarters in Ireland until 1922. 

To establish the Ranger program within 
the Irish Army, selected members of the 
Irish Defence Forces or "6glaigh na h 
eireann," attended the U.S . Army's Ranger 
School at Fort Benning between 1968 and 
1971. From this core of Ranger-trained per­
sonnel, mostly officers and senior non­
commissioned officers, the Irish Defence 
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Text & Photos by Jim Shortt 

Forces initiated its own program at the Cur­
ragh Camp. The course was open to person­
nel from all units in order to encourage 
better military skills within conventional 
units. Those who passed the course qual­
ified as " fian6glach," which the Irish 
Army translates as Ranger. This term is 
derived from Irish mythology and refers to a 
legendary band of elite warriors known as 
'' na fianna' ' led by the giant warrior, '' finn 

SPEC OPS SPECIALIST 
Englishman Jim Shortt, . a frequent 

c0ntributor to Soldier of Fortune, writes 
'' most often about special operations 

forces in Europe. Shortt recently ven­
tured across the Irish Sea for the first 
ever public glimpse of the secretive Irish 
Army Ranger Wing. Shortt's previous 
articles for SOF have featured the Au­
strian Jagdkommando ("Snake Eaters" 
Sept. ' 87), 22 SAS ("Seven Years for 
Eleven Minutes" Dec. '87), and the 
Swedish Rangers, ("Rebuffing the 
Bear" Dec. '87). 

ma cul. " The "fianna" are to Irish history 
what the Knights of the Round Table are to 
British histor; . 

On completion of the course, the newly 
qualified Ranger received a black and yel­
low shoulder tab similar to the American 
Ranger tab, but with the word "fian6glach" 
embroidered on it. The only permanent 
Ranger establishment then was the staff of 
the training wing. 

Irish Defence Forces are composed of an 
all volunteer Permanent Force (PDF) and 
the Reserve Forces (RDF) at first and 
second echelon. First echelon reservists are 
all former members of the PDF, including 
ex-Rangers who have served a minimum of 
three years and have been discharged hopor­
ably. The second echelon of the RFD are 
part-time volunteers who make up the 
Army's " an forsa cosanta aitiuil ," the FCA 
or local defense forces, and "an slua 
muiri ," the FCA' s maritime equivalent. 
Total strength of the Defence Forces is just 
over 35,000 personnel. 

The majority of Ireland's Defence Forces 
are in the Army, which is made up of four 
territorial commands: Eastern, Southern, 
Western and the Curragh. The Army is 
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ABOVE: ARW divers are dropped onto the 
bridge by low-flying helicopters of the Irish 
Army Air Corps and after securing and 
clearing the bridge leap into the lake. 

LEFI': Lieutenant Bracken of the Irish 
Ranger Wing receives the Military Medal 
for Gallantry for bravery under fire while 
serving with the Irish contingent to the 
United Nations forces in Lebanon. He is 
only the second man to be awarded the 
medal. 

composed of the following corps and units: 
Infantry, Artillery, Cavalry, Engineers, 
Supply & Transport, Military Police, 
Medical, Observer, Coast Defense Artil­
lery , Army Ranger Wing and Army Air 
Corps. 

Like the Naval Service, the Army Air 
Corps is administered separately from the 
Army. The Air Corps provides logistical 
support to both the ARW and the newly 
formed parachute courses of the Irish De­
fence Forces. The small Naval Service of 
just over 1,000 officers and men is mainly 
deployed on fishery protection duties, and 
like the Army, it aids the civil powers 
(police) by intercepting arms shipments 
destined for the Irish Republican Army . The 
Naval Service provides initial diver training 
for the ARW and assists with small-boat 
operations. 

Irish Defence Forces often find them­
selves unfairly trapped by an awkward poli­
tical system that has advanced little since 
Irish independence in 1921. The Defence 
Forces were born out of a brutal civil war 
between two opposing factions of the 
nationalist army referred to as the "old" 
IRA (Irish Republican Army) by veterans of 
the conflict to distance themselves from the 
terrorist organizations of today that are con­
ducting a terrorist war against the govern-
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ARW divers in camouflaged wetsuits storm 
ashore. 

ments of Northern Ireland (part of the Un­
ited Kingdom) , England and the Irish Re­
public . 

This "old" IRA was the creation of the 
brilliant guerrilla leader, General Michael 
Collins, who forced the British administra­
tion to a negotiated settlement following the 
war of independence, which was fought 
from 1919 to 1921. The settlement made 
provision for a temporary partition of Ire­
land to be followed a short time later by a 
national referendum on both sides of the 
border. Collins and the majority accepted 
the treaty as a steppingstone toward inde­
pendence . Another faction , led by the 
American-born Eamonn de Valera, rejected 
it. A civil war followed between Collins' 
regular forces of the Irish Free State and de 
Valera's irregulars. Atrocities were com­
mitted in the fighting by both sides, and 

between them the two groups of nationalists 
killed more Republicans between 1921 and 
1923 than the British had managed to kill 
during the War of Independence. An 
ambush by de Valera 's supporters claimed 
the life of Collins , who is considered the 
founder of Ireland's Army, early in the war. 

Successive Irish governments have been 
dominated either by the Fianna Fail party 
founded by de Valera, with its roots in the 
irregular forces, or by the Fine Gael, with its 
roots in the pro-treaty forces of Collins. 
Irish politics revolve around these old 
wounds, and the Defence Forces exist under 
the stigma of having been formed as pro­
treaty forces. There is an ongoing fear of 
military involvement in Irish political 
affairs , and fear that this would lead to 
another civil war between the national De­
fence Forces and illegal leftist military 
groups, such as the Provisional IRA, Offi­
cial IRA and the INLA (Irish National Lib­
eration Army) . 
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Members of the ARW small-boat team race 
across Blessington Lake in an Avon 
rigid-hulled inflatable during an exercise. 

The stated missions of the Defence 
Forces are the defense of the Irish State 
against external aggression; to aid the civil 
powers (police or "garda siochana") 
against internal threats from terrorist 
groups; civil defense; duties with the United 
Nations peacekeeping forces; fishery and 
coastal protection; and to provide relief in 
the event of emergency or disaster. 

With the resurgence of IRA activity in 
1969, Defence Forces have been called 
upon to assist the police in coping with the 
increase in terrorist activity . When the state 
needed a specialist unit to respond to terror­
ism on an "eyeball-to-eyeball" basis , there 
was great political reluctance to create it 
within the Army. Instead, a special para­
military uni t - the Special Task Force 
(STF)- was created within the police Spe­
cial Branch, likewise a police Special Sur­
veillance Unit was formed rather than place 
the job with the Army. 

However, under the Irish Criminal Law 
Act of 1976, Defence Forces, and more 
particularly the Army, have taken on six 
internal security tasks in response to rising 
terrorist operations within the Republic: 
• BORDER OPERA TIO NS - The deploy­

ment of three infantry battalions and one 
cavalry squadron to patrol the border with 
Northern Ireland, man joint police­
military checkpoints and jointly patrol the 
area, mount cordon and search operations, 
and participate in bomb disposal opera­
tions . 

• CASH ESCORTS - To deter terrorist 
raids on armored cash-carrying vehicles, 
joint police and army escorts are mounted 
during large cash-in-transit movements 
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Army Ranger Wing assault group hitting 
the beach. 

between banks and distribution centers. 
• EXPLOSIVES SECURITY - The police 

with the Army provide escorts during the 
movement of all explosives within the Re­
public and during their use . 

• VIP PROTECTION - Though normally 
carried out by the police, in certain cir­
cumstances the Army is involved. 

•PRISON GUARDS - The Defence 
Forces provide armed guards at certain 
civilian prisons where terrorists are being 
held and escort any movement of terrorist 
prisoners . Also, certain military prisons 
and sites are occasionally used to hold 
terrorist prisoners detained under the Of­
fences Against the State Act. 

Terrorists have mounted a specific anti­
special forces propaganda campaign within 
Ireland to vilify units such as the British 
Special Air Service (SAS) and attached in­
telligence personnel. The SAS first de­
ployed to Northern Ireland in December 
1969, but in 1970 they were pulled out for 
Operation Storm, the covert deployment of 
the regiment to Oman. It wasn't until the 
Oman war's succ.essful conclusion in 1976 
that they redeployed to Northern Ireland. In 
the intervening period, a number of small, 
covert anti terrorist units were formed within 
the Royal Ulster Constabulary (RUC) , units 
such as the Bessbrook Support Unit and 
subsequently the District Support Units -
which the terrorists often confused with the 
SAS in their " black propaganda" bul­
letins. 
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It was against this backdrop that the Irish 
Army formed the Army Ranger Wing. Civil 
servants in the Defence Department resisted 
the establishment of a special operations 
unit. Terrorists, deprived of funds by Irish 
Army asset-protection operations, turned to 
kidnapping. After one target , Dutch 
businessman Dr. Tiede Herrema, was res­
cued, members of the Irish Army Ranger 
training program were sent to cross train 
with the Dutch Marine Corps, which had 
scored successes against South Molluccan 
terrorists. Following a review of interna­
tional hostage extraction teams, it was de­
cided to form a special operations unit of 
between 100 and 150 men, all of whom 
would have to be Army Ranger qualified. 
The unit, though translated as Army Ranger 
Wing , is in fact "sciathlin fhiann6glaigh an 
airm." The ARW has been tasked with 
three roles under the Defence Act of 1954 
and Criminal Law Act of 1976: 
1. The execution of specialist military tasks 

in a conventional warfare scenario , as in 
defense of the state against external 
aggressors . Quoted examples of such a 
role are special operations such as intelli­
gence gathering and sabotage behind 
enemy lines, securing vital objectives 
and long range patrolling. 

2. To contribute to the improvement of 
military standards and military-related 
skills within the Defence Forces by con­
ducting training courses and by returning 
former ARW personnel to operational 
and administrative units with their ARW 
skills . 

3. To aid the civil powers when requested to 
do so by the police or Ministry of Justice 
or Internal Affairs , such tasks being VIP 
protection, specific roles in search & cor­
don operations, coping with aircraft hi­
jackings and related scenarios. 
The commanding officer of the AR W 

reports directly to the Irish Army chief of 
staff at Army HQ instead of to the com­
manding officer of the territorial command 
in which the ARW are based or operating. 

Army Ranger Wing recruits its members 
from serving members of the Irish Defence 
Forces who volunteer for ARW selection. 
Entry requirements accent a very high level 
of physical fitness, and candidates must 
have the recommendation of their com­
manding officer. Initial selection training 
concentrates on physical endurance, indi­
vidual marksmanship and teamwork. Once 
accepted in to the ARW, the newly qualified 
Ranger undergoes further training in ad­
vanced weapons handling, marksmanship, 
survival and small unit tactics. 

Once through this phase, the Ranger then 
qualifies in a variety of specialist skills, 
such as small boat handling , diving, moun­
taineering and parachuting. The Irish Army 
parachute course is staged regularly at Gor­
manstown Air Station, with No. 2 Support 
Wing of the Irish Army Air Corps. The 
course is open to all members of the Irish 
Defence Forces, including· the Naval Ser­
vice . The diving course, including under­
water explosives expert qualification and 
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Army Ranger Wing 
Would You Like To Be A Ranger? 

Are You INTERESTED? 
CONDITIONS FOR CANDIDATES 

I. Volun1eer11 fro m a ny Corps or Servi~ in the P DF. 
2. Of • r ank NOT leH th.an 3 S tar o r equlvahtn t. 
3. In r ood phy1ical condition. 
o& , Medical cat111ory A l, wi th 1ood medlu l r ecord. 
6. In ~1c.11ion o f a n acceptable Conduc t S heet. 
6. P re pai:ed to rH lde within an approved r adl111 or the Curr11 1h Camp 

If ma rr ied. 
1 . Prtipnred 10 J ive a minimum of 18 mo nth I commitment to th fl Uni t. 
1:1. Recommended by hla Commandlni Omeer . 

Recruiting advertisement for the ARW from 
An Cosantoir, the Irish Defence Forces 
Magazine. 

small boat work, is also undertaken with the 
Naval Service. The ARW also conducts its 
own instructors' courses in some of the 
skills it uses for personnel from other units, 
and it also regularly rotates ARW personnel 
through other uni ts to increase proficiency 
and individual military skills. 

Army Ranger Wing uses the normal 
armaments of the Defence Forces , includ­
ing the FN HP 9mm Browning SA pistol, 
FN FAL 7 .62x5lmm rifle , and FN MAG 58 
7.62x5lmm GPMG. Standard submachine 
gun is the Carl Gustav KPist 45 9mm. In 
addition , theARWhasSmith & Wesson .38 
caliber Model 10s for VIP protection and 
uses both the H&K 53 and 33A2 5.56mm 
assault rifles and the H&K 9mm MPS 
series. 

The Irish Department of Defence ac­
knowledges that ARW personnel partici­
pated in Operation Santa Claus in December 
1983 against the Provisional IRA. The IRA 
had kidnapped businessman Don Tidey and 
was holding him hostage for ransom; the 
Irish police and Army were deployed along 
with the paramilitary Special Task Force 
(nicknamed the "Uzi carriers" because of 
their preference for that weapon) . The 
search was narrowed down to a small forest 
in Ballinamore, County Leitrim. A cordon 
and search was initiated with the ARW serv­
ing as a quick reaction force in the event of 
hostile contact. On the morning of 16 De­
cember, a mixed police and Army search 
unit , not including either the STF or ARW, 
came across a shelter. They were 
approached by men in camouflage uniforms 
who threw a stun grenade and then opened 
fire, killing one soldier and one police offi­
cer. Tidey was rescued, but the killers made 
their escape. 

The Irish government has denied news­
paper allegations that the ARW were in­
volved in the ambush of IRA terrorists who 
were trying to kidnap County Wicklow mil-

Iionaire Galen Weston in August 1983; the 
STF was credited with that very successful 
operation. Also denied was the story that 
ARW members rappelled from helicopters 
onto the roof of the British Embassy in 
Dublin at the height of the hunger strikes by 
terrorist prisoners in Northern Ireland to 
prevent a hostile pro-terrorist mob from 
burning the embassy, as one had done in 
1972. 

In fact, until winter 1984, the Irish gov­
ernment and its Department of Defence de­
nied strenuously the existence of the AR W. 
On 23 October 1984, the chief of staff called 
upon the ARW to put on a demonstration of 
its skills and capabilities for members of the 
Dail (parliament) and the media. At the 
time, the Department of Defence was at 
great pains to point out that while the ARW 
had trained with the French paramilitary 
GIGN (Group d'Intemetion Gendarmerie 
Nationale), the ARW had no links with 
NATO special forces and especially the 
British 22 SAS. 

Over 18-19 October 1986, the Irish 
security forces held a major anti-terrorist 
exercise at Shannon Airport. The scenario 
was that a plane from a European capital had 
been hijacked by terrorists and landed at the 
international airport. Special Branch and 
Special Task Force were called in and even­
tually tried to storm the plane. Those in­
volved in the exercise were given six hours 
notice of their involvement. The STF failed 
to storm the aircraft, and it was judged that 
the terrorists had started to "kill" the "hos­
tages." At this point the ARW was called in 
and succeeded in gaining entry to the air­
craft. The exercise, however, was regarded 
as having been a failure, according to au­
thorities . This is perhaps one of the clearest 
indications of the burden placed on Irish 
specialist units by a politically imposed 
neutrality which forbids them drawing on 
the vastly superior experience of units such 
as the British SAS and the U.S . Army's 
Delta Force. 

However, a note of success was sounded 
for the Rangers was when one of their offi­
cers, Lieutenant Tony Bracken, was 
awarded Ireland 's highest military decora­
tion, the Military Medal for Gallantry . Be­
fore Lt. Bracken, only one other soldier had 
received the award . While he was serving 
with the Irish contingent in Lebanon , a Land 
Rover patrol under Bracken' s command 
was ambushed. Both his driver and radio 
operator were wounded, the driver in both 
legs by fire from Kalashnikovs. Bracken 
extracted those members of the patrol who 
were capable of movement, directed fire at 
the hostiles, and moved back into the 
ambush area to carry out his wounded driver 
while still firing his weapon at the 
ambushers. 

With ever-increasing peacekeeping 
duties abroad with the United Nations and 
the ever present threat of terrorism at home, 
training provided to the Irish Defence 
Forces by the Army Ranger Wing is an 
important - perhaps even critical - ele­
ment in Ireland 's military capability. ~ 
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SOI~ EXPOSE 

TIGERS OF A 
DIFFERENT 

FDR'sSecretPlan STRIPE 
to Torch Japan Before Pearl Harbor . 

by Don McLean 
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WHITE HOUSE BLIND-SIDES CON­
GRESS .. . OPERATES HUNDREDS OF 
SECRET U .S . MERCENARIES ON 
BOGUS PASSPORTS .. . U.S . MILI­
TARY FLYERS UNDER FOREIGN 
FLAG PART OF PLOT FOR 150-PLANE 
PREEMPTIVE FIRST STRIKE ON NON­
BELLIGERENT . . . FEDERAL LAWS 
IGNORED .. . DOCUMENTS, INTER­
VIEWS REVEAL SECRET ARMS 
DEALS , INFLUENCE PEDDLING, 
PROFITEERING AMONG INSIDERS OF 
OVAL OFFICE . . . U.S. MERCS RE­
CRUITED AT MANY TIMES NORMAL 
PAY, PLUS EXPENSES ... 

I N light of the 1987 revelations of the 
Iran-Contra affair, such headlines prob­

ably wouldn't raise an eyebrow these days. 
But they certainly would have before the 
Japanese attack on Pearl Harbor, had they 
been aimed at the covert foreign policy in­
itiatives of Franklin Delano Roosevelt and 
his Democratic, and supposedly isolation­
ist, administration. In fact, had it not been 

JANUARY 89 

Chennault's Flying Tigers on the prowl near 
Paoshan, China, in P-40 Tomahawks, Spring 
of 1942. Taken by one of Tigers' top aces, 
this photo shows the only planes Chennault 
ever got - the P-40s with which he held the 
Japanese at bay in China for nearly a year. 
Photo and copyright: R. T. Smith 

for delays during the summer of 1941 ' in 
getting U.S . bombers delivered to our 
covert "Flying Tiger" bases in China, his­
tory would have seen Emperor Hirohito de­
livering FDR's famous "Day of infamy" 
speech to the Japanese in Tokyo, 2 and the 
above headlines blazing from U.S. tabloids. 

Even more startling than the fact of FDR 
and his secret inner circle planning, recruit­
ing and outfitting a mercenary bomber force 
of U.S. pilots under a foreign flag for the 
purpose of preemptive air strikes against 
Japan (which would have plunged the Unit­
ed States into World War II as an aggressor 
nation), is the astonishing point that this was 
all done without the consultation, consent or 
approval of Congress, 3 was in direct contra­
diction of FDR's own proclamations of 
neutrality in the China-Japan war, and was 
in circumvention of Title 18, U.S. Code 

(the "Neutrality Act") , the Reserves Act of 
1940, and the Selective Service Act of 1940. 

Americans are familiar with the story of 
Claire Chennault and the heroic Flying Ti­
gers, one of the most cost-effective, com­
bat-effective air units ever assembled. With 
never more than 70 trained pilots or more 
than 49 planes ready for combat, 4 they just 
about single-handedly held the Japanese at 
bay in China while the Allies armed to re­
pulse - and eventually defeat - the forces 
of Imperial Japan. The First American Volun- . 
teer Group under Chennault is immortalized in 
American history and military lore. 

What is generally not known is that there 
was a Second5 (and even a Third)6 Amer­
ican Volunteer Group under Chennault, 
whose mission was to fly preemptive first 
strike bombing raids against Osaka, Kobe 
and Kyoto, plus Tokyo, Nagasaki and 
Yokohama, 7 Jong before the attack on Pearl 
Harbor. 8 

In fact , a secret memorandum from the 
Office of the Chief of Naval Operations 
dated 17 January 1940reveals the Roosevelt 
administration was contemplating war on 
the Japanese with mercenaries - "an effi-
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cient guerrilla corps'' - two years before 
the attack on Pearl Harbor. A subsequent 
memorandum addressed to Roosevelt as 
''Commander in Chief' ' 9 under signature of 
Admiral Thomas C. Hart (Commander of 
the U.S. Asiatic Fleet) began "The concept 
of a war with Japan is believed to be 
sound, ' 'and it went on to note that ' ' bomb­
ers are the Associated Powers' most potent 
weapon , and their possibilities should be 
exploited . . . for bombing land and air 
bases, " because "one of Japan's greatest 
fears rests upon the bombing of the 
homeland." 10 (The "Associated Powers" 
became ''The Allies'' once the battle lines 
were drawn for WWII.) 

The early 1940 memorandum was based 
upon an extensive interview with Lieuten­
ant Commander Bruce G. Leighton, 
USNR, who at that time was a vice presi­
dent of Intercontinent Corporation. Owned 
by aviation entrepreneur William D. Paw­
ley, Intercontinent had offices world wide, 
includ ing aircraft factories in China . 
Leighton carried a proposal from Interconti­
nent to provide planes, men and facilities 
for launching preemptive air strikes on 
Japan - from China and under a Chinese 
flag , but with U. S. planes and crews. Citing 
this proposal of Intercontinent Corporation 
as one which ''appears to offer the possibil-
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Major General Claire Chennault, upon his 
retirement on 14 July 1945. Father of 
modern fighter tactics, he wanted a 
500-plane air corps which he promised 
would stop Japanese aggression in China 
and halt Japanese navy and war industry 
with preemptive strikes on Japanese 
homeland from his Chinese bases. Photo: 
AP/Wide World 

ity of immediately so strengthening Chinese 
resistance to Japan at relatively little cost to 
the United States , as to eventually cause 
Japan to abandon her policy of armed 
aggression ... , , the naval memorandum 
considered that "it is then in the interests of 
the United States to give immediate support 
to China, with the objective of denying to 
Japan and retaining in friendly Chinese 
hands, the military and naval bases and eco­
nomic resources which Japan, if successful 
in China, would undoubtedly use for further 
aggression in the Pacific ." The memoran­
dum noted that to implement this plan 
"there are among the U.S. Army and Navy 
reserve pilots adequate numbers who would . 
welcome an opportunity to engage in such 
a venture , provided they were not dis­
couraged from doing so by the U .S. 
Government. '' 11 

The heart of the battle plan outlined in the 
memorandum was, plain and simple, to hire 

U.S. military pilots and ground crews as 
mercenaries to fight for pay from Interconti­
nent Corporation "under commercial con­
tracts with the Chinese Government, with­
out any direct participation by the U.S . 
Government.'' It was emphasized that 
"Japan would have no ground to object to 
this procedure," and only three things 
would be required from Uncle Sam: (1) 
"influence the Import-Export Bank to 
Guarantee Loans by private banks up to 
U.S. $25 ,000,000" ; (2) "The United 
States Government should interpose no 
objection to the hiring by the Intercontinent 
Corporation of competent American Anny , 
Navy and Marine Corps Reserve Flyers " ; 
and (3) "The United States should make it 
easy for China to obtain the required num­
ber of planes and fuel for their operation. " 

The memorandum from the Office of 
Chief of Naval Operations concluded by 
pointing out that ' 'the Intercontinent Cor­
poration has personnel who have been all 
over China and are experts in all fields hav­
ing to do with aviation . They have moved 
their plant clear across China and have been 
getting supplies over the roads of the South­
west. Thus the groundwork of an efficient 
guerrilla air corps is already laid and could 
be made an actuality simply by adding to the 
present personnel of the Intercontinent Cor­
poration. Once this corps came into being 
. .. it could be maintained at a cost of about 
U.S. $5,000,000 per month. It would not 
require more than fifty United States pilots 
••• '' 12 This was written two years before 
Pearl Harborf 13 

The subsequent memorandum from 
Admiral Hart (entitled "Certain Strategical 
Considerations in Connection with an 
Orange War - Rainbow No. 3") noted 
that, in reference to establishing bomber 
bases in southern China, ''It is believed that 
further development of these ideas offers 
the greatest feasible method of waging 
offensive warfare against Japan available to 
the Associated Powers particularly during 
the early stages of a war .. . " Further, 
'' . .. many sites are available and suitable 
. . . the Chunking government would be 
more than willing to furnish assistance in 
turning them into air fields . This procedure 
would offer a progressive advancement of 
air fields past Formosa towards Japan as 
more planes become available. '.' 14 The 
above documents, startling as they may be, 
comprised only Enclosure (B) to an even 
more startling document , "Joint Army­
Navy Board Paper No. 355," which we 
shall shortly examine in more detail , as we 
see President Roosevelt decide to purchase 
a pre-packaged , off-the-shelf mercenary 
war against Japan . 

At a time when some in the U.S. Con­
gress and other foes of the Reagan Doctrine 
seem determined to undercut the Adminis­
tration's efforts to support anti-communist 
resistance groups in Central America and 
elsewhere by crying " foul " when someone 
chooses to fight under a foreign flag for a 
just cause; when anything smacking of 
covert activity has congressmen scrambling 
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Generalissimo Chiang Kai-shek, FDR, 
Churchill and Madame Chiang at famous 
Cairo Conference in December 1943 at 
which leaders met to plan strategy against 
the Japanese in Southeast Asia. Photo: 
AP/Wide World 

for the moral high ground; and when an 
independent counsel is added to the govern­
ment payroll to find criminal intent among 
those who carried out the current adminis­
tration 's foreign policies , FDR's own pro­
vocative entry in the logbook of American 
history invites critical examination. 

Neither the justness of the cause nor the 
eventuality of our involvement in World 
War II can be seriously questioned. Impe­
rial Japan's brutal conquest of China had 
already cast the die in which the war would 
be formed in the Far East. The U.S . Navy 
had already been secretly engaging Nazi 
U-Boats in the Atlantic, 15 in flagrant viola­
tion of the Neutrality Act and without the 
knowledge of the American people. The 
State Department was turning a blind eye 
toward Americans who enlisted in the RAF 
and RCAF. More than 700 Polish­
Americans from the Chicago area were en­
listed to fight with the Free Polish Army. In 
violation of express congressional limita­
tions on sending troops outside the western 
hemisphere (Reserves Act of 1940, Selec­
tive Service Act of 1940), Roosevelt sent 
troops to occupy Greenland and Iceland 
when the Nazis invaded Denmark, and to 
occupy Dutch Guiana when the Netherlands 
fell to the Nazis. In retrospect, FDR's 
assumption seemed to be that war was in­
evitable, but it would be to our advantage to 
make our eventual entry on our own terms. 
A sucker punch, in other words, would be 
an auspicious way to enter a fight which he 
saw as unavoidable. 

The organization, recruiting and deploy­
ment of the First American Volunteer 
Group under Chennault, later nicknamed 
the "Flying Tigers," was planned as just 
such a blind punch . This secret was short­
lived, however. By the time the first pilots 
and crews had started shipping to Asia, the 
press was running stories of the "tall, 
bronzed Americans" who were going to 
help the Chinese defend the Burma Road . 16 

Although they were almost to a man U.S . 
military personnel and were flying U.S.­
supplied and manufactured aircraft, the 
administration assumed that by having them 
fly under the Chinese flag and be on contract 
to CAM CO (Central Aircraft Manufacturing 
Company, a subsidiary of Pawley's Inter­
continent Corporation), 17 which was under 
contract to Chaing Kai-Shek (who was 
paying with money loaned from the U.S . 
Treasury), 18 this would be sufficient viceger­
al cover that the Japanese would not regard 
the Tigers' activity in China as directly hos­
tile actions by the U.S. government. Direct 
retaliation against the U.S. would thus be 
avoided, 19 at least until we could deal the 
Japanese a first blow that would cripple the 
effectiveness of any retaliation. 

The Second American Volunteer Group 
- whose mission of preemptive first strikes 
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Repair work under the trees in Rangoon, 
Burma. Plans for the preemptive bombing 
of Japan were aborted by the attack on 
Pearl Harbor. The A VG never got its 
bomber force, was continually short on 
spares and cannibalized the P-40s to keep 
them flying. Photo: courtesy John Rossi 

against the Japanese homeland represented 
an open and hostile confrontation with 
Japan - was a more closely guarded secret 
in the planning and deployment stages. We 
were loathe to signal our intentions to Japan 
before these first strikes, as they had the 
tactical objective of '' . . . raids on 
Japanese Industrial establishments in 
Japan" and the strategic objective of " Des­
truction of Japanese factories in order to 
cripple production of munitions and essen­
tial articles for maintenance of economic 
structure in Japan. " 20 

Unavoidable delays in procuring suitable 
bombers, at a time when we were straining 
to crank up the American war machine and 
simultaneously arm England, pushed deliv­
ery dates months past schedule . .. 21 past the 
fateful date of 7 December 1941 . . . thus 
allowing Japan to beat us to the punch with 
her attack on Pearl Harbor. On December 
7th the initial shipment of Lockheed A-28 

Hudson bombers (a transport plane which 
had been modified to bomber configuration 
for the British)22 was sitting at the Lockheed 
facility in Burbank awaiting transport to 
China. 23 Forty-nine ground crewmen had 
already left California via ship for Chen­
nault's secret bases on 21 November. 24 

Bomber pilots were scheduled to leave Los 
Angeles on 11 December. 25 

Just as those who received special dis­
pensation to resign their Army, Navy or 
Marine Corps positions and sign contracts 
to become mercenaries under a surrogate 
Chinese flag did so for such divergent 
reasons as adventure, altruism or monetary 
gain,26 those within FDR's inner circle who 
initiated or became part of this secret plan to 
bomb Japanese industrial and governmental 
centers before Japan attacked us , also did so 
for varying motives. Patriotism, mutual 
self-interest, profit, or access to govern­
ment secrets on behalf of our Soviet 
"allies"27 all were involved . For reasons of 
security and control (or perhaps in some 
cases involving foreign personalities, to 
keep the money in the family) the circle of 
planners never grew large . Those involved 

Continued on page 72 
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THE CURIOUS CA~E OF 
COMRADE CURRIE 

The seeds which grow to war are often 
sown by uncompromising zealots. But 
once the obligatory posturing is over and 
the potential combatants arm them­
selves, pragmatism comes to the fore 
and alliances are xreated of conyenience 
and necessity . One can often cast his lot 
with the lesser of his enemies in order to 
defeat the greatest. Sometimes it is not 
necessary to form .. an actual alliance to 
accomplish the . desired effect -,,,,it will 
often suffice to arm or otherwise assist a 
third party who is a potential enemy of 
your potential enemy. Once the greater 
enemy is defeated, one can attend to the 
lesser enemy (the temporary ally) later. 
If your temporary ally is wounded, the 
better for. you. ' x'ff, 

Japan and Russia had been ttaditional 
enemies since the time that suitable 
transportation made it possible to have 
an enemy who was not.one's immediate 
neighbor. In the mid-1930s, the 
Japanese were working under the 
assumption that by the year 1952 their 
industrialization would haye reached 
such proportions that they could attack 
the U.S .S.R. and win. They did not, 
however, wish to come into, direct con- ' 
flict with the Soviets until that time. For 
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this reason, before World W~ill Japan 
and the U.S .S.R. signed a non­
aggression pact, rather like the pact 
signed by the U.S.S .R. and Nazi Ger­
many - one that probably wouldn't 
work but which might provide man­
euvering space and couldn't h~.111 The 
Soviet Union, for its part, was working 
on the assumption that it woultl even­
tually come into direct coµflict with 
Japan over Manchuria, but hoped to win 
effective control over China through its 
Sovietiza&ion. When Worl1il~~War II 
loomed as a reality, the u.s.s:R. contri­
buted a great deal to the defense of Chi­
na. Stalin was no admirer of anti­
communist Chiang Kai-shek, but since 
Chiang and Mao had established an un­
easy marriage, of .. convenience;to fight 
the J ap~se, anQ since a strong !2hinese 
defense weuld pr6bably keep the 
Japanese from attacking Soviet territory, 

. Stalin sent help until pressure from Nazi 
Germany in the west made sending more 
help impossible. 11z p 

Always masters of the Byzantine, of 
convoluted planning and at having their 
moles in place long before they might be 
needed, the Soviets had worked Dr. 
Richard Sorge into position as secretary 
to the German military attache in Tokyo 
in the mid-1930s. Born in Russia of a 
German father and Russiatfrmother, 
Sorge was a Bohemian-style communist 
who had enlisted in the Nazi party as 
cover for his eventual role as head of the 
Red Army spy ring(" Sword") in the Far 
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East. Jt took him twq. years to set up his 
organization in Manchuria and Japan, 
where he was not only secretary to the 
German military attache, but also unoffi-
cial correspondent for the Frankfurter 
:zeitung. He would routinely file his re­
ports with the German Foreign Ministry 
and send a copy to the Red Army's , 
Fourth Bureau (lntelligence). 113 ·'41\ 

>}'y 

When the shouting had stopped over 
the "2126" (1936) Generals' Rebellion 
in Japan, Sorge was able to relay the 
news to Moscow that Japan was going 
into an active expansionist mode, and . 
that Manchuria and points north would 
be the first orderof business . Thus, there 
was no doubt among the Soviets that it 
would be in their interest to make sure 
somebody armed the Chinese so they 
could keep the Japanese contained on the 
U.S.S.R.'s southeastem border. 

The United States had made vocifer­
ous condemnations of Japan for her in­
cursions into China, but we had also 
officially stated that we would remain 
neutral in the Sino-Japanese conflicts. 

·Thus it appeared there would be no U.S. 
aid to the Chinese that would help pro­
tect Soviet interests in Asia from the 
advancing Japanese. So in 1938 the 
U.S.S.R. extendedsome $20 million in 
credit to China. In addition , the 
U.S .S.R. became (lirec;,tly involved ~y; ,. 
sending an armored wvision ana six reg-'" 
ular squadrons from the Soviet air force. 

·They built flying and artillery schools 
for Chinese troops an<l opened a new 
overlanp supply route from Soviet Tur­
kestan - a road which eventually car­
ried more tonnage of war materiel to. 
China than the famous Burma Road.!14 

But by the end of1939, Soviet aid to 
China had decreased substantially -
dramatic gains by the Japanese notwith­
standing - because the Soviet Union . 
was forced to chooselPetween protectingt9fi'' 
from Nazi Germany the territory it , 
already had, as opposed to protecting 
from Japan that which it hoped to gain. 
Since the U.S.S.R. was no longer able to 
aid China due to her problems in the 
west, what Stalin needed was an ally 
who would do it for him. More specifi, 
cally, what he need~ was a mole in the 
White House who could promote to 
Roosevelt the idea that the United States 
should take the Soviets' place in training 
and arming the Chinese to k;eep the., 
Japanese busy. There was, after all, a 
mutuality of interest in aiding the 
Chinese, because the busier the Japanese 
were in China, the less attention they 
could give to other territories of the 
Associated Powers (who later became 
the Allies) . 

Enter Dr. LaucHlm Bernard Currie. 
Born in Nova Scotia and naturalized as a 
U.S. citizen in 1935, Dr. Currie served 
FDR as a White House aide from 1939 to 
1945. Bright, articulate and energetic, in 

the spring of 1941 Dr. i urrie was 
appointed as special envoy t6 Chiha,us 
and in 1942 was Roosevelt's personal 
representative to Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai-shek at Chungking. He also headed 
several delegatio~s to international con­
ferences. It was Currie who quickly re­
vived. the aborted plans to b\)mb Japan 
and re-authored them as m ;qaper 355 iq 
the spring of 1941. 117 In a penned nota:­
tion to Lieutenant Colonel W. p. Scobey 
(Secretary of the Joint Army-Navy 
Board),, enclosed with his e; dorsement 
of JB Paper 355, Rear Aqmiral R.K 
Turner (member of the J()irit Planning 
Committee, part of the Joint Board) 
wrote in reference to Currie: ' 'I sign this 
paper [JB 355) with pleasure. Its author 
has a fine command of ideas~ language, 
and expression. I congratulate him -
and ~~pe is out of a job, I ~~Jd like to 
havelllfri work for the Navy fOr awhile in 
order to expFess the thoughts that we are 
so dumb about. I am sure this paper will 
receive the approval of the Joint Board. 
[signed] Turner. ' ' 118 

Alas, Admiral, Dr. Currie was 
already employed full time by the 
Democratic administration as White 
House aide, and as subsequent develop­
ments would indicate, was moonlighting 
for Moscow. 

Ac9used . on several ocfas.ions after 
Worltl°"WarrII of being partl~fa Soviet 
spy ring, Dr. Currie repeatedly denied 
the charges under oath. He was named 
by the FBI as a source, witting or unwit­
ting, of information passed to a Soviet 
spy ring . Ms. Elizabeth Bentley, former 
courier for a communist espionage net­
work, testified that it was Currie's mis­
sion as a spy to steal White House secrets 
for Moscow. Most of the secrets, Bent­
ley testified, were related to U.S . Far 
Eastem,affairs. In another i ance, she 
allege:EI that Cl.lrrie. passed to Mos­
cow that the United States was about to 
break a Soviet code. Under oath (people 
under oath never fib) Currie stated he 
knew nothing about any code, and left 
the United .States for South America. 

After he had remained out of the Un­
ited States for more than fi'{~ years, in 
August 1955 the State Depiirtment re­
voked his U.S. citizenship, invoking a 
provision which applied only to natural­
ized citizens. On 27 March 1956, the 
charges that Currie was a C01llfllunist spy 
were renewed by a Senate ludiciary sub­
committee. 

Safely in Colombia in 1950, Currie 
worked as an advisor to the C:::olombian 
government, married there and engaged 
in farmiqg and cattle ranching.119 Was 
Currie actually a Soviet spy?. Or was~ 
merely a fellow-traveler wntl'.nad served 
his purpose and was throJ.m to the 
wolves by a real spy with her feet in the 
fire? Or was he innocent and merely 
loose enough of mouth to have been 
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used? ·considering how intelligent and 
articulate was Dr. Currie, it seems un­
likely he would be careless with state 
secrets. He had full access to secret 
documents, correspondence and confer­
ences relating to the Far East, authoring 
many secret documents himself. Once 
inside the White House, he was the 
prime mover in conyincing FDR we 
must launch preemptive strikes against 
Japan to save China (lffid, coincidental­
ly, future Soviet interests in the Far East, 
as well as her existing territory along the 
Siberian coastline and west of 
Manchiiria). 120 

It was not until the fall of 1941, well 
after FDR had approved and taken steps 
to implement our preemptive strikes on 
Japan and the bolstering of China's de­
fenses, but before the surprise attack on 
Pearl Harbor, that communist spy 
Richard Sorge of ·the German Military 
Attache's office in Tokyo was able t~ 
inform Moscow tiie Japanese had de­
cided to move south, not further into 
Manchuria or into Siberia in violation of 
the Japanese/Russian pact. This mes­
sage of 3 October was one of the las~, 
Sorge was able to senCI to Moscow, as a 
member of his "Sword" spy ring had 
been picked up in Manchuria and, after a 
failed attempt at suicide, had told all to 
the Japanese. 121 

Colonel Osaki of Japanese Intelli­
gence had known for some time that 
there was a secret transmitter in Japan 
sending messages to the U.S.S.R.; he 
bad suspected Sorge l)ut also man¥ 
others . Now he had reason to target 
Sorge, and introduced him to the female 
Japanese agent who was his downfall. In 
the mid.die of October, Sorge received 
his last intelligence, and that night he 
and the Japanese agent went to his 
beachside chalet, near where Sorge had 
been sending radio messages from a 
small boat Enroute to the chalet, the 
agent saw Sorge throw the message from 
the car, tom in small pieces. She man­
aged to telephone Col. Osaki with the 
locatioµ, and while S0rge and his agent 
lover proceeded to 'the chalet, the mes­
sage was retrieved by Osaki's men and 
pasted together. Upon reaching the 
chalet, Sorge proceeded to the boat and 
prepar~d a message for his. associate to 
transmit to Mqscow - along with the 
word that "Sword" had probably been 
compromised. The message read in En­
glish: ''Japanese carrier air force attack­
ing United States Navy at Pearl Harbor 
probably dawn November six Stop 
Source reliable Stop Joe . " How 
thoughtful it would have been of our 
Soviet "ally" to have relayed the timely 
information ofthismessage to Washing­
ton! Armed with the pasted-together 
message, Col. Osaki arrested Sorge at 
his chalet on 15 October. 122 

The events of the fJ,rst weeks of Octo-
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Currie Oeft), 111ith Felix Frankfurter, 
leayjng for China, 1942. · 45 FBI . 
informed Truman that u was a Sovi~t 
spy. In 1948, House Committee on 
Un-American Activities witness put him in 
Silvermaster Communist ~II of govemment 
officials. In 19§~ he move<J to Colombia • . In 
1951. Senate mfemal Sectlrify Subcommittee 
received corroborative testimony from 
several former Communists. Photo AP/Wide 
World 

·~ 
• ber 1941 were,. pivota1 for world war n. ·* 
On 3 October the Germans raised the 
Nazi swastika over the Pravda building 
on the outskirts of Moscoyv. They opti­
mistically sch<'.d1lled their'oocupation Qf 
Moscow for tlie next few' days. Soviet 
opposition was expected to be weak. 123 

After a successful ''Operation 
Typhoon,'' 124-tlie Gennans would w.inter 
there, and th~ spring offensive should 
see them sweep to the east into Siberia, 
where some 2,000,000 Soviet troops 
waited for the Japanese invasion. 

On 4 Octoru:r:.. Sorge's message that 
there would ' b'e no Japanese invasion 
·reached Moscow. On 5 October, the 
Germans began their attempted sweep 
into Moscow, only to be met with an . 
avalanche of . ~oviet troops, including 
elements from':the Siberian Red Army. 
According to 'Hans-Otto Meissner, by 
nightfall the fate of the German armies in 
the east was sealed. Perpaps this is a 
little overstated in lightijfcOf the hard" 
fought battles the followiqg year at Sta­
lingrad, but it wollld be correct to char­
acterize the spirited defense of Moscow 
as the point ~here the Nazi flood of 
Europe reacheg its crest. 125 

In his book about Sorge~ The Man 
With Three Faces, Meissner (who was a 
German armored officer in Russia be­
f9re he was a,ssigned to T!;l'lcJo where .. he 
met Sorge) wrote, "I canhot say hew 
kmg it took the Russians to act on this 
vital information [Sorge's transmission 
of 3 October.1941]. It 11111st have been 
a~ost immediately. For ti,ie transport of 
nearly two million men across the vast 
spaces of the Soviet Union in so short a 
time was nothing short of a miracle of 
improvizationand mass energy. 1 speat 
with conviction. I was a tailk command-
er in Russia during the early days of the 
invasion, and I know how difficult the 
terrain was and how we Germans suf­
fered through !ack of trllllsport. " 12

6 

• 4 ~ 

· ,. If Sorge had sent on his message on 3 
Octo'ber that there would be no Japanese 
advance into Siberia, and the Germans 
60 miles from Moscow ran intothe crack 
32nd Siberian Rifle Division from far 
eastern Siberia (Vladivostok) only 10 
days later, 127there must indeed have been 
a miracle involved. Or, more obviously, 
the surprise appearance of Siberian 
troops would strongly suggest the 
Soviets had been able to begin a much 
earlier troop rndeployment based on an 
earlier judgement that the Japanese 
would be upable to strike north into east­
ern Soviet territory. In referring to the 
situation at Moscow on 7 October 1941, 
General Georgi Zhukov mentioned that 
the transfer of troops from Siberia had 
'been delayed.'l28 1'o llave a delay,as Zhu­
kov noted on the 7th, there mrist have 
been a plan in motion before Sorge sent 
his message on the 3rd. The judgement 

;
1
which permitted this plan to moy~.Siber­
ian troops to the defense of ilie west 
would logically have been predicated 
upon inside information that, despite our 
pronouncements of neutrality, the Un-

1,ited States planned a massive b9lstering 
of China against the Japanese, mcluding 
preemptive strikes against the Japanese 
homeland, for the fal1 of 1941. Armed 
with this information, the Soviets were 
able to correctly make one of the pivotal 
decisions of the war. 

Was the source of this inside intelli­
gence accused Soviet spy Lauchlin Cur­
rie, the author of 1.8 Paper 355 "and the 
confidant who finally sold the idea of 

·attacking Japan to FDR? Was Currie a 
mole planted to encourage U.S. strikes 
against Japan to take the heat off the 
Soviets? Or a Soviet spy planted to glean 
whatever he could from the Oval Office, 
who subsequently worked his way into a 
position to be privy to and help formu­
late U.S. plans and actions in the Far 
East? Or was he merely an innocently 
accused, hard-working diplomat who 
honestly sought to save the Chinese from 
Japanese aggression? 

We. will probably never kno!-1. Stalin 
credited Sorge for haViog provided the in­
telligence which allowed him to move 
Siberian troops to the defense of Moscow, 
but the troops would appear to have been in 
motion well before Sorge's message was 
sent. Additional influxes of Siberian troops 
played a major role in the massive Soviet 
counterattack four weeks later. 129 

The allegations of Lauchlin Currie's 
worl(as a Soviet spy were never refuted 
in court. He did not stand trial. One can 
hardly be surprised at a person skipping 
to South America to avoid the scatolo­
gi:al ~hotgun attacks of the McCarthy 
era, but even a tiillid man with a clear 
conscience probably would have stayed 
to clear his·name. If Currie were a Soviet 
agent within FDR's administration, how 
would he have acted differently? 
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often played more than one role in a drama 
which spun a web with an almost incestuous 
interlocking of relationships, duties and 
motives. 28 

When the events at Pearl Harbor made 
their surprise bombing of Japan no longer 
feasible, the Second American Volunteer 
Group was immediately and quietly 
disbanded. 29 FDR did not want to mollify 
the fighting indignation of Americans over 
the "day of infamy" at Pearl Harbor. The 
men and materiel involved were quickly 
reabsorbed into the conventional military 
establishment and became part of the Allied 
war machine. Jo Most of the men in the 
famous " Flying Tigers, " the First Amer­
ican Volunteer Group , were never aware 
why the "First" was dropped from their 
title after Pearl Harbor. JI Most never knew 
that there was a Second A VG on its way, J2 

and that its mission had been to bomb Japan. 
What follows is the astonishing story of how 
such an aggressive, covert plan came to be 
approved and implemented. 

The secret plan (ultimately published as 
Joint Army-Navy Board Paper 355, Serial 
691, under the innocuous title "Aircraft 
Requirements of the Chinese Govern­
ment"), which in its final form authorized 
the sneak attacks on Japan , was approved by 
FDR some five months before Pearl Harbor, 
on 23 July 1941. JJ The secret Executive 
Order which authorized U.S. servicemen to 
sign contracts to fly under the Chinese flag 
as empjoyees of CAMCO, and granted 
them leaves of absence with no loss of rank 
upon return , had been signed by FDR on 15 
April. 34 But this was merely the fruition of 
seeds which had been sown much earlier by 
megabucks Chinese industrialist Tse-ven 
Soong (Chinese Ambassador to the U.S.), 35 · 

and Claire Chennault, who had been in the 
employ of Chiang since 1937. J6 Harvard­
educated T.V. Soong was one of the wealthi­
est men in the world, brother-in-law and 
financial backer of Generalissimo Chiang 
Kai-Shek, and the unofficial but very cap­
able head of the China lobby, which had 
carefully cultivated contacts in virtually ev­
ery executive agency of FDR's administr­
ation . J? Soong also organized " CDS" (Chi­
na Defense Supplies) to handle the more 
than $100 million in American aid to China 
authorized before the war. J8 

Claire Chennault, the maverick U.S. Air 
Corps captain whose new ideas were the 
leading edge of tactical fighter doctrine, had 
been in the employ of Chiang Kai-Shek 
since 1937. Having r.esignedhisU.S . Army 
commission , Chennault contracted to 
Chiang Kai-Shek to help China build a vi­
able air force to stem Japanese advances .J9 

Enroute to China, Chennault had toured 
Japan, taking pictures of potential targets 
and sizing up what he knew would soon be 
his enemy. 40 Under Chennault's direction, · 
the Chinese soon had a fledgling air force . It 
was small, ill-equipped and only moderate­
ly well trained by Western standards, but it 
was a viable force nonetheless . But the attri­
tion of continual combat began to take its 
toll . In the fall of 1940, Chennault flew back 
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to Washington. His mission: sell FDR the 
idea of saving China from the Japanese with 
American air power;41 American fighters, 
American bombers - and American pilots 
- flying surprise attacks against targets in 
the Japanese homeland . 

Approval of the concept of using U.S . 
mercenaries was expressed in JB Paper 355, 
which noted "To deny China a means to 
ensure the efficient manning of these air­
craft would be to invite a waste of material'' · 
and that " United States policy , to be effec­

' tive, must include provisions for advisory 
assistance by trained military aviators ... 
plus initial operation by volunteer United 
States crews . .. . ''42 Delineating a policy of 
" effective action against Japanese military 
and naval forces operating in China and in 
neighboring countries and waters,' ' 4J it was 
stated this policy would be effected by a 
plan " to provide a cadre of volunteer Amer­
ican instructor-pilots . . . aided by such 
volunteer technical personnel and equip­
ment as may be necessary ... '' and that 
" This instructor cadre should provide 
advisory assistance in the maintenance and 
employment of all training and combat air­
craft .. . '' ' 'The cadre should be command­
ed by a qualified United States aviator em­
ployed by the Chinese Government, and 

ABOVE: Maj. Gen. Charles Bond (then 
lieutenant) was assigned to USAAC 
Ferrying Command, delivering Hudsons 
from Lockheed (above) to the Brits in 
Montreal, when he joined the A VG. Pilots 
who were to fly these on missi9ns over 
Japan were .scheduled to leave' on 11 Dec. 
Ground crews were already enroute on 
Pearl Harbor Day. They were: redirected to 
Australia, paid off by CAMCO, and 
drafted. Photo: AP/Wide World 

RIGHT: RAF Hudsons in flight. Photo: 
courtesy Photri, Inc. ' 

should be recruited in the United States . " 44 

There was , of course, only one qualified 
United States aviator empl.oyed by the 
Chinese Government . . . Captain Claire 
Lee Chennault. A memorandum dated 29 
May 1941 for the Chief of Staff from the 
War Department General Staff's War Plans 
Division noted that "one huqdred P-40's 
have been shipped. Personnel are being 
voluntarily raised in the United States . The 
effort is directly under the Generalissimo. 
The American main-spring appears to be 
Major Channault [sic], a former Air Corps 
officer. Channault [sic] is competent , but 
lacks personnel ... " 45 

The Chinese had first considered using 
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mercenary fighter pilots when the Japanese 
invaded Manchuria in 1932. 46 Now Chen­
nault carried a proposal for a Special Air 
Unit, with 500 planes provided, maintained 
and piloted by Americans . He reckoned this 
force could effectively defeat the Japanese 
army in China, knock out the Japanese 
navy, and destroy Tokyo and other Japanese 
industrial and governmental centers - thus 
summarily stopping Japanese aggression in 
the far east .47 At first Chennault had little 
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WAR AND NAVY DEPARTMENTS SECRET 
WASHINGTON 

JUL I 8 1941 

S EC RE T 

Tho President ; 

Tho hhite House . 

Dear !J.r. Presiden ts 

J.. t the r equest of Mr . Lauchll.n Currie, Adminis trative 
Assi:ltan t to The Pr esident, The Join t Board has made ~ec cxnme:r­
dat.ions for 1'urn1 3}Ung ai r cra.tt t o the Chinooe Gover nment under 
the Lend-Leaso Ac t, These r ec omne ndationo ·ar e cont.a.1.ned in t.he 
Joint l'lannine Ccmunit tee r oport of July 9 , 1941, J.B . t!o. 355 
(Serial 691) , which The Join t Hoard appr oved , and which is 
tra.nsmi lto::d her ewith f or your 'conslderaU on. 

In connection with th.15. mat ter, ma,y we point ou t that 
the acco:nplishiue:-it of The J oint Board 1 s proposals to 1\lrni sh 
aircra.tt equiJXnlmt to China in accordance with Mr. CUrrie ' s 
Sh.,r t rem. Requirements f o r China, r equiruo Ula coll.abor ation 
of Great. Britain in dl.version:i qf a.l.locations already made to 
them; hawcvor 1 it is our belief th.at tho suggesttid diversions 
prt.!sen t no insunnoun tablo diffi:culty nor occasion anJ ,.eat. 
han.licap. 

"He have appr ovod thi s r eport and in forwarding il . 
t.o you, recoamiend your a1~proval . 

July 2~ 

::0101 
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I air:. ver7 b.appy to be able to report. th li t t. oc:a , th.e 

Pro~id.e.11t directed tb.at 1ln7a1x bomber:1 b~ :ai:.d o 
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tra inir...; prOQ.&lll bere.. Det.&.U:i xh.magh no rmo. l c:h u.n.J-.cl.. 

!:iwar=. l1eg_1.rh• • 

success in promoting this idea within the 
U.S . military establishment. Most attention 
was already focused on the Nazi sweep of 
Europe,48 and in any case, Chennault was 
largely regarded as a maverick and mercen­
ary , and as generally vexatious to many in 
the military heirarchy .49 On 25 November 
1940, Chennault, Soong and Major General 
Mao Pang-Tzo presented the idea to the 
President's Liaison Committee, a civilian 
agency coordinating foreign arms purchases 

curr1a. 

TOP: The Joint Army-Navy Board 
approved Currie's plan, and on 23 July 
1941 FDR gave it his endorsement. The die 
was cast, but the Japanese hit Pearl Harbor 
before Chennault's bombers could strike. 
Courtesy National Archives 

ABOVE: Secret telegram from Currie as 
received by Chennault in Rangoon, where 
the First American Volunteer Group was 
training and staging. Cour tesy National 
Archives 

in the United States , but U.S. military lead­
ers turned down Chiang's appeals for help . so 

Ambassador T.V. Soong , however , had 
spent years entrenching himself close to 
sympathetic ears. At Roosevelt' s direction, 
Treasury Secretary Henry Morgenthau had 
just expedited (in less than 48 hours) the 
$100 miliion emergency loan to China, and 
it was to him that Soong carried Chennault 's 
remarkable plan on 30 November 1940.51 

Morgenthau received the plan favorably. 
He had long supported aiding the Chinese 
against Japan, because as long as the 
Japanese were fully occupied in China it 
was thought they would not be able to tangle 
with the Americans and British. The Amer­
icans and British, it was assumed, would 
soon have their hands full with the war in 
Europe. But ifthe Chinese fell, Japan would 
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be free to pursue adventures that would re­
quire the Associated Powers to divert atten­
tion, troops and materiel badly needed in 
Europe. 52 

Within days, Morgenthau had contacted 
British Ambassador Lord Lothian, and Cor­
dell Hull, U.S. Secretary of State, for 
reactions.53 Perhaps because of the articu­
late groundwork already laid by the China 
lobby, 54 the idea of bombing Japan im­
mediately appealed to them and others in the 
inner circle of FDR's administration. Lord 
Lothian noted that "it might change 
everything, " 55 and Hull said he would like 
to see 500 American planes "start from the 
Aleutians and fly over Japan just once," 
and even better, "if we could only find 
some way to have them drop some bombs 
on Tokyo. " 56 Shortly before Christmas, on 
19 December 1940, nearly a year before 
Pearl Harbor, the idea of hitting Japan first 
was formally presented to FDR and the full 
cabinet. 57 According to Dr. Duane Schultz 
in his well-researched book, Maverick War, 
FDR's response was to exclaim, "Wonder­
ful!' ' On the spot, Roosevelt instructed Sec­
retaries Morgenthau (Treasury), Hull 
(State) , Stimson (War) and Knox (Navy) to 
stay over .and start working out the battle 
plan. Soong showed the men a map with 
Chennault' s secret airfields, already con­
structed, within 650 miles of Japan; from 
there the prime targets of Osaka, Kobe, 

74 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

Kyoto, Nagasaki, Yokohama and Tokyo 
were within reach. 58 

The next day Morgenthau met with Chen­
nault, who pleaded for B-l 7s instead of the 
Lockheed Hudsons that were more readily 
available, and for some 200 fighters to pro­
tect the Chinese airfields. Chennault and 
Morgenthau agreed the bomber crews 
would be Americans .59 Morgenthau sug­
gested the bombers be flown from the West 
Coast to Clarke Field in the Philippines and 
then on to China. 00 He assumed the Army 
Air Corps would release personnel as re­
quired, and he suggested they be paid 
$1,000 per month, a princely sum in 1940.61 

Chennault further suggested they be paid 
five cents a mile for delivering the bombers 
to China. 62 

The plan looked so good on paper, espe­
cially with the tempting thought that it 
would work, that there was little if any 
moral opposition, 63 and the idea snow­
balled. This is the point in any wild scheme 
where it is appropriate for mature voices to 
cry "Wait a minute , what are we about to 
do?'' before it gains unstoppable momen­
tum. In this case the voices were those of 
Secretary of War Henry Stimson and Army 
Chief of Staff General George Marshall. 
Stimson had misgivings from the begin­
ning, and General Marshall was very con­
cerned on two counts . It was Marshall's 
opinion that, first, we couldn't afford the 

planes, and second, the cute trick of bomb­
ing Japan under a Chinese flag with Amer­
ican planes and American military person­
nel wouldn't really fool anybody, but would 
launch us into war with Japan at a time when 
we were woefully unprepared. 64 

After talking to Stimson and Marshall, 
Morgenthau changed his mind about the 
bombing plan and relayed Marshall's views 
to FDR, and the plan was dropped . . . for 
the time being. Everyone, including Gener­
al Marshall, realized that something must 
be done to aid the Chinese before the 
Japanese cut the Burma Road - the one 
remaining lifeline to China. Without sup­
plies, China would fall quickly, freeing the 
Japanese to strike Allied territories and col­
onies in Asia. 65 

Thus a scaled-down plan was adopted, 
wherein Chennault would get 100 P-40B 
fighters, which had been earmarked for the 
British, plus American military pilots , 
American mechanics and ground 
personnel. 66 They would fly under the 
Chinese flag, on contract to CAMCO of 
Loiwing, China. 67 Funds for personnel and 
hardware were funneled from the U.S . 
Treasury through a loan to China and ''Chi­
na Defense Supplies, " 68 which in tum con­
tracted to CAMCO to provide "advanced 
trainer'' aircraft and training personnel who 
would "operate, service and manufacture 
aircraft in China.' ' 69 
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These "training personnel" were issued 
passports which showed a genuine flair for 
creativity. 

Claire Chennault was a ''farmer' '70 on his 
passport, but held the title of ''Advisor to 
the Central Bank of China,'' to avoid run­
ning awry of the Neutrality Act. 71 Charles 
Bond (later Major General Bond), who was 
ferrying Hudson bombers from Lockheed in 
Burbank to the British in Montreal72 when 
recruited, was a " clerk. " 73 R. T . Smith, au­
thor of Tale of a Tiger, was shown on his 
passport as a "plantation manager." When 
questioned by British Customs in Singapore 
as to the sort of plantation he would be 
managing, he replied "Rubber." "Odd," 
responded the agent, "last I heard, there 
were no rubber trees in Burma. " 74 Robert 
M. Smith, author of With Chennault in Chi­
na, was a "radio announcer, " 75 and others 
filtering over to China via Burma on com­
mercial Dutch vessels76 were given pass­
ports proclaiming them to be students, 
vaudeville artists, teachers, musicians, 
salesmen, bank employees, acrobats, and 
more realistically - an undertaker. 77 

Although this mild subterfuge seemed in 
a light vein, when operational secrecy and 
heavy money became involved, the plot 
thickened considerably. CAMCO (a Dela­
ware corporation with offices in New York, 
Hong Kong , and Rangoon and a plant in 
Loiwing, China)7B was operated as a sub­
sidiary of Pawley' s Intercontinent Corpora­
tion, a Washington, D.C., corporation. 
CAMCO was jointly owned by William 
Pawley , who had been selling aircraft to the 
Chinese for years, and H.H. Kung, who 
was China 's minister of finance, and 
brother-in-law of Madame Chiang. Pawley 
also worked for China Defense Supplies , 
which provided all of CAMCO's operating 
funds , and he received a 10 percent com­
mission on planes sold to China. 79 Organ­
ized by Ambassador/financier T. V. Soong, 
CDS employed Tommy "The Cork" Cor­
coran, Esq . as legal counsel. 

Then employed as a lobbyist on Capitol 
Hill, Corcoran had been a speech writer, 
confidant and New Deal architect during 
FDR's first two terms in office. Bo Corcor­
an's brother David was CDS ' corporate 
president.BI FDR's uncle Fred Delano was a 
director. Bi Corporate secretary was Whiting 
Willauer, subsequently a lend-lease official 
in China, and who was Chennault's partner 
in establishing "China Air Transport" after 
World War II.83 Willauer later was U.S. 
Ambassador to Honduras and one of the 
master planners of the Bay of Pigs 
invasion. 84 Chennault and Willauer started 
CAT with funds provided by Fiorello La 
Guardia, when he was director of the U. N . 
Relief and Rehabilitation Agency , to haul 
relief supplies to China. 85 When Chennault 
died, Willauer sold CAT to the CIA, and it 
became known as "Air America," which 
was active in covert operations and in trans­
porting men and materiel throughout South­
east Asia during the Vietnam war. B6 

Chennault, who was on the payroll of 
both CDS and CAMCO, recalled that "Dr. 
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FDR and Treasury Secretary Henry 
Morgenthau smile on the eve of the 1940 
election. Early plans for the bombing of 
Japan had already been favorably received 
by Morgenthau, but they were put aside 
until Lauchlin Currie revived them and 
pushed them to completion. Photo: AP/Wide 
World 

Soong gave me carte blanche on supplies . 
'Buy what you need and send me the bills,' 
were his only orders. "B7 Chennault and the 
First American Volunteer Group were on 
their way . FDR's secret executive order of 
15 April made it legal for U.S. citizens to 
bear arms under a foreign flag . Military 
commanders were under presidential order 
not to interfere with CAMCO recruiters 
who proselytized their best men. BB The State 
Department, which a few years earlier had 
pulled passports and prosecuted U .S. 
citizens who fought for the Republicans in 
Spain, was now readily supplying bogus 
passports as needed. B9 The machinery was 
in motion. We were going to fight Japan 
under a surrogate flag, and the plan for 
sneak attacks on the Japanese homeland was 
not dead - only sleeping. 

While Chennault and his team were busy 
planning , organizing, recruiting, procur­
ing, transporting and training the First 
American Volunteer Group, Dr. Lauchlin 
B. Currie, a native of Nova Scotia who 
became a naturalized citizen in 1935,90 was 
appointed as special envoy to China. Currie 
was an economist and former White House 
aide (see sidebar), and when he went to 
China in the spring of 1941 he appeared to 
become enamored with the Chinese cause, 

pressing FDR for dramatic escalation of 
military aid to the Chinese. 91 

As special envoy to China, Currie gave 
full consideration to opinions and ideas 
emanating from Chiang , Soon, and the Chi­
na lobby. Currie in turn had Roosevelt's ear 
on the subject of China. Soong, Chiang and 
Chennault convinced Currie that preemp­
tive strikes against Japanese governmental 
and industrial centers were the most effec­
tive and timely way to stop Imperial Japan's 
incursions in China before they spread 
throughout the whole Pacific region and 
eventually to the U.S . West Coast. 92 Con­
vinced that Chennault's idea was workable, 
on 28 May Currie submitted to the Joint 
Army-Navy Board a specific plan which 
would give Chennault 66 Lockheed Hudson 
and Douglas DB-7 bombers, 93 with a full 
complement of pilots, bombardiers and 
ground crew, and hundreds of pursuit 
planes to fly cover - the Second American 
Volunteer Group. 94 Their specific mission 
would be the preemptive bombing of 
Japan. 95 

The "Short Term Aircraft Program" 
analysis (Section III of JB Paper 355) con­
templated ' 'that aircraft allocated to China 
be flown out by American pilots and be 
maintained by American technicians and 
mechanics . After arrival, the aircraft and 
personnel would pass to the command of an 
American reserve officer, Captain Chen­
nault, responsible directly to Chiang Kai­
Shek."' The Joint Board, however, noted it 
would be better to fly the bombers to a 

Continued on page 88 
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A BRIGHT SHINING LIE. John 
Paul Vann and America in Viet­
nam. By Neil Sheehan. Random 
House Inc., Dept. SOF, 201 E. 
50th Street, New York, NY 20008. 
1988. 86 1 pages. Hardcover. 
$19.95. Reviewed byG. B. Crouse 

IN 1972, a state funeral at Arlington 
National Cemetery, America's most 
hallowed ground, for a fallen hero 
attracted a very disparate group of 
mourners. Among those present were 
the Secretaries of State and Defense, 
Generals Westmoreland, Stilwell and 
DePuy, and William Colby of the CIA. 
Also present were indicted anti-war 
activist Daniel Ellsberg and Mas­
sachusetts Senator Edward Kennedy, 
a vocal critic of the war that finally 
claimed the life of the man they had all 
come to honor. Soldiers from the 
Army's :Old Guard escorted the cais­
son from chapel to grave as the Army 
band, "Pershing's Own, " played 
"Where Have All the Flowers Gone?" 
a Pete Seeger song made popular by 
the anti-war movement. 

The object of the mourners' sorrow 
was John Paul Vann, the quintessen­
tial soldier of the war in Vietnam. From 
an extremely humble upbringing in 
Norfolk, Virginia, Vann had risen to 
lieutenant colonel in the Army before 
retiring and later held a major general's 
command in Vietnam - as a civilian. 
Relentless energy and talent, along 
with guile and manipulation, were the 
keys to his success. 

Vann was the embodiment of post­
World War II America's extreme self­
confidence. He believed, as most 
Americans did, that ingenuity, intelli­
gence and American technology, 
properly applied , could solve the 
world's problems. Vann refused to be­
lieve that the era of American promin­
ence that had begun with the signing of 
the instrument of surrender on board 
the USS Missouri could end in the rice 
paddies of Vietnam. 

Vann befriended many reporters 
during his time in Vietnam, and after 
the funeral one of them, Neil Sheehan, 
decided to write about Vann. The end 
result, A Bright Shining Lie, would take 
the next 16 years to complete. 

A Bright Shining Lie is a compelling 
biography of a fascinating man, but it 
goes far beyond telling one soldier's 
story. Sheehan delves into the forma­
tion of the Viet Minh, the origins of the 
American involvement, the corrupt 
and murderous regime of Ngo Dinh 
Diem, battles between the press and 
the American military commanders in 
Saigon, and the self-delusion and 
ignorance that Sheehan believes pre­
ordained the defeat of South Vietnam. 

After a promising career in the 
Army, Vann had retired in 1963, 
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ostensibly as a protest over the way the 
war in Vietnam was being conducted. 
The real reason was a sexual indiscre­
tion from Vann' s past. Knowing that he 
would not be promoted to general, 
Vann choose to leave the Army. Two 
years later he was back in Vietnam, as 
a civilian employee of the Agency for 
International Development. 

To reporters, Vann was something 
of a mentor, briefing and teaching 
them and, when it suited his purposes, 
using them. While serving as an advi­
sor to the 7th ARVN division in 1962, 
Vann was convinced by the public 
statements and private reports of 
General Paul Harkins and his staff in 
Saigon that the Americans directing 
the war effort didn't know what was 
going on in the countryside or what to 
do about it. Increasingly frustrated by 
his inability to communicate the reali­
ties of the war to anyone in a position 
of authority, Vann turned to the press, 
letting them tell the public and officials 
in Washington what he couldn't tell 
them himself. 

Journalists such as David Halber­
stam and Malcom Browne, along with 
Sheehan, came to rely on Vann. Their 
reporting of the discrepancies between 
what General Harkins was saying in 
Saigon and what Vann was showing 
them in the Delta led to much of the 
later antagonism between the press 
and the military. As the war progres­
sed, Vann grew bolder in his state­
ments to the press. Although they were 
not attributed to him, there was little 

doubt about the source of the critical 
quotes showing up in the New York 
Times and elsewhere. 

Vann's manipulation went beyond 
the press. Another target was his Viet­
namese counterparts. Early in the war, 
Vann learned what was required to 
prod the less-than-eager ARVN com­
manders into action. Through praise, 
generating positive publicity and always 
giving credit for victories to his counter­
part, Vann hoped to instill the will to fight 
and win in the Vietnamese officer corps. 
He was less than successful. 

Vann arranged a transfer to the II 
CTZ, because a Vietnamese general 
he had been successfully manipulating 
was transferred to the senior command 
there. Vann's machinations resulted not 
only in his transfer, but in his being given 
command of all American forces in the 
zone and in de facto control of the Viet­
namese forces through his puppet. 

It was in the II CTZ that Vann finally 
achieved his goal of total control of the 
military and pacification efforts in an 
entire region. II Corps was also the 
scene of Vann' s biggest, and last, battle 
- the defense of Kontum. 

Three days before Easter, 1972, the 
North Vietnamese Army and the Viet 
Cong launched a nationwide offen­
sive. Although limited in scope, early 
gains presented the North with an 
opportunity to end the war before 
summer. It all might well have ended 
then. The defense of Kontum was to 
be Vann's greatest opportunity to 
demonstrate the energy and drive, the 
personal bravery and the skill at arms 
that had made him a legend. It did not 
start out well. 

Vann had publicly committed him­
self to the successful defense of Tan 
Canh, the only strongpoint between 
the NVA and Kontum. Rather than 
choosing the more prudent course of a 
defense in depth, Vann decided to risk 
it all at Tan Canh. Although his staff 
advised against it, Vann did not wish to 
contradict his earlier statments. It was a 
foolish gamble. If he fought there and 
lost, the forces needed for defending 
Kontum, the key to the Central High­
lands, would be gone. 

Tan Canh lay some 20 miles to the 
north of Kontum. Garrisoned by some 
of Saigon's better troops, the ARVN 
had the means to withstand the impend­
ing NVA attack. What they lacked was 
the resolve to do so. Given their fear of 
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the skill of the NVA and their tendency 
to panic at the first sign of defeat, Vann 
was trusting a great deal to the South 
Vietna.mese soldiers defending Tan 
Canh. He felt that with their backs 
against the wall the troops would at last 
stand and fight He was wrong. 

North Vietnamese armored forces 
had been used in both I and III Corps, 
but had only been reported in II Corps. 
Vann chose not to believe those re­
ports. When NVA T-55 main battle 
tanks attacked the garrison at Tan 
Canh, it was all over but the panicked 
evacuation. Local Montagnards refer­
red to the fleeing ARVN as "rabbit sol­
diers." The road to Kontum lay open, 
with little to stand in the way. In choos­
ing his ego over a more practical 
course, Vann had exposed the Saigon 
regime to impending defeat. 

But the NVA was unable to rapidly 
exploit its success; the ARVN was 
simply losing faster than the NV A could 
win. The NV A, shaped by wars with the 
French, South Vietnamese and Amer­
icans had developed a particular style. 
Attacks weren't spur-of-the-moment 
affairs, but rather required meticulous 

Vietnam 1968. SOF publisher 
Robert K. Brown, then serving as an 
S-2 officer with the 1st Infantry 
Division. 

UNIQUE PHOTOS, 
UNIQUE WEAPONS, 

UNIQUE MEN 

shot these photos during a 
weapons demonstration I organized at 
the ARVN Infantry School in South 
Vietnam in the fall of 1968. The demo 
was put on by Mitchell Livingston Wer­
Bell III, a former OSS operative and 
long-time adventurer. Also in attend­
ance was John Paul Vann, along with 
high-ranking ARVN officers, U.S. mili­
tary personnel and representatives 
from the CIA. 

At the time, WerBell was an execu­
tive with the Military Armament Cor­
poration, which developed and manu­
factured the well-known MAC 10 and 
11 submachine guns, as well as a wide 
variety of exotic weaponry and sup­
pressors. I first met WerBell when he 
was involved in an abortive plot to 
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preparation and planning. Dashing 
hell-for-leather on the heels of the 
fleeing ARVN was simply not in the 
NVA's character. It would be 20 days 
before the NVA launched its attack on 
Kontum - a respite which gave John 
Paul Vann the time he needed. 

His less-than-sound decisions aside, 
Vann's personal heroism during the 
battle was remarkable. He repeatedly 
piloted his helicopter into the combat 
zone and retrieved American advisors 
from under the enemy guns. It was the 
sort of risk Vann had been taking since 
his days as a lieutenant in the Korean 
War. "The odds," Vann liked to say 
"did not apply to him." 

With so much at stake, Vann 
assumed command of the defense of 
Kontum personally. He told Colonel 
R. M. Rhotenberry, his senior military 
advisor, "the troop disposition at Tan 
Canh was mine. I said we could defend 
there . . . and they didn't. Now my 
career is at stake because I've said we 
can defend Kontum. If you don't hold 
it, I no longer have any credibility or 
career.' ' 

As the NV A massed for the attack, 

John Paul Vann, examining a MAC 
SMG as Mitch WerBell looks on. 

overthrow the regime of "Papa Doc" 
Duvalier of Haiti. WerBell was part of a 
bizarre cast of characters in this Key­
stone Cops revolutionary comedy that 
included CBS executives and produc­
tion personnel, Haitian exiles, anti­
Castro Cubans and a dozen odd 
American soldiers of fortune. 

I had met Vann after he retired from 
the Army and was working for Martin 
Marietta in Littleton, Colorado. 

I linked up with both Vann and Wer­
Bell in Vietnam by chance while serv­
ing as S-2 for 2/18, 3rd Bde, 1st Infan­
try Division. One day at our TOC I saw 
a CBS cameraman who had been film­
ing the aborted Haitian invasion. He 
told me that WerBell was in Saigon 
promoting his goodies and was head­
quartered in the Astor Hotel on Tu Do 
Street. 

I quicklygrabbed a jeep, mumbled 
something about important intelli­
gence business in Saigon, and linked 

they became vulnerable to air strikes 
- B-52 strikes in particular. Plans 
were made to make maximum use of 
the B-52s, controlling them so that 
their strikes could be directed at the 
most imminent threat. To neutralize 
the armor threat, antitank teams were 
brought to full readiness, and the Pen­
tagon dispatched two Hueys with the 
then-experimental helicopter-mounted 
TOW missle system. 

From 14 May until the end of the 
battle in the last week of June, Vann 
directed nearly 300 B-52 strikes 
against the enemy. Flying in flights of 
three, the bombers dropped their 
loads within 700 yards of friendly posi­
tions. The Hueys, which had been 
flown in on C-141s direct from the 
proving ground in Arizona, went to 
work on the tanks. 

Dazed and battered by the air 
strikes, the NV A nonetheless managed 
to break into Kontum on the 25th of 
May. As the NVA attacked the bunk­
ers, the ARVN finally stood fast. Even­
tually they were able to counterattack 
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John Paul Vann observing a Special 
Forces soldier firing an Ml6 with 
Sionlcs suppressor. 

up with the old rogue. WerBell, always 
gregarious and a showman par excel­
lence, was as generous with his scotch 
as he was with his bullshit. I suggested 
that I might be able to organize a demo 
for his weapons and, not surprisingly, 
he agreed. 

I'd heard Vann was in Bien Hoa, 
and I jumped at the opportunity to 
renew our acquaintance. I figured he 
would find the demo interesting, and 
besides, I had a favor to ask. I wanted 
an in-country transfer back into Spe­
cial Forces. Vann's influence in­
country was sufficient to arrange those 
kinds of things. Vann subsequently 
wrote Colonel Aaron, commander of 
the 5th Special Forces Group and got 
me my transfer. 

Anyhow, I set up the demo. Vann 
flew in on his chopper. He spent an 
hour with us busting caps and left in his 
helicopter. I never saw him again. 
- Robert K. Brown, Editor/Publisher 
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' 'There are only two mistakes a person can 
make in this business. The first mistake is 
when you get into it. The second mistake is 
when you 're out of it for good." 
- Uri, 30, commander of the Jerusalem 
bomb squad. 

TWENTY-TWO years ago, Jerusalem's 
reunification in the 1967 Six Day War 

made it the top target for Arab terrorism 
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against Israel. Since then, some 75 people 
have died and 10 times that many have been 
wounded by bombs exploding in the Holy 
City. But hundreds, if not thousands, more 
would have been killed or wounded if not 
for the work of the Jerusalem bomb squad, a 
special police unit on patrol in the city 24 
hours a day. 

Over the years bomb squad experts, called 
sappers, have defused, neutralized, disman­
tled and destroyed hundreds of bombs re-

ported by alert citizens who saw something 
wrong with an object and called the police. 
Two sappers have been killed and a half­
dozen wounded by bombs they were trying 
to neutralize. 

In the terror-conscious Israeli capital, it is 
the potential victims of terrorism - the 
residents - who keep the bomb squad 
busy. On quiet days, the squad answers 
upwards of 25 calls to examine, and if 
necessary neutralize , what Israelis call 
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" suspicious objects." And when there has 
been an explosion, or the media reports a 
bomb has been found, the natural state of 
alert in the city goes up, and sappers get as 
many as 60 or 70 calls in a 24-hour cycle. 
Each run is called " an incident," and it 
begins with somebody - a civilian, a 
policeman, a sapper - noticing something 
wrong. 

For a Jerusalemite, the phrase "Shel mi 
zeh?" - " Whose is this?" - is a warning 
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that maybe the closed cardboard box in front 
of a kiosk or the abandoned briefcase be­
neath a table in a sidewalk cafe, is a bomb. 

A loaf of bread, apparently dropped by 
accident, can hide a grenade set to go off 
when somebody picks up the bread. A crate 
of eggs forgotten in the open market could 
be booby-trapped. A suitcase innocently 
forgotten in the central bus station could 
contain enough explosive to kill hundreds of 
people on a Friday afternoon, when 
thousands of travelers move through the 
main terminal. 

An old refrigerator on a street comer al­
ways draws attention. In the mid-1970s, 13 
people were killed when a refrigerator full 
of explosives blew up in downtown Jeru­
salem. 

Since 1979, a bicycle left too long in a 
crowded place is likely to be checked by the 
sappers. In the early fall of 1979,just before 
the Jewish New Year when Jerusalem is 
crowded with Jewish pilgrims, a bicycle, its 
tubular frame packed with plastique, blew 
up in the middle of a popular sidewalk cafe 
on the Ben Yehuda street outdoor pedestrian 
mall in the heart of the downtown shopping 
district. One person was killed, and 36 were 
wounded. 

Car bombs are one of the greatest dan­
gers. The trunk, back seat or undercarriage 
of a vehicle can be loaded with enough 
explosive to destroy a building and kill hun­
dreds. A car stolen in the morning can be 
rigged at night and the next morning tum 
into a flaming explosion in the middle of a 
downtown parking lot. 

A battered jalopy parked too long or in 
the wrong place, a driver behaving in a 
bizarre fashion when he gets out of his car, a 
strange truck parked in a residential area -
all might draw the attention of an old lady 
with nothing better to do than notice stran­
gers in her neighborhood. 

A car with the blue license plates of the 
Arab West Bank or Gaza parked on a re­
sidential street is enough to raise the hue and 
cry - a telephone call to the emergency 
police number l 00- especially if the car is 
illegally parked. 

A small truck packed with a ton of explo­
sives and driven by a Suicidal Shi'ite Mos­
lem completely destroyed the Beirut head­
quarters of the U.S. Marines, killing more 
than 200 U.S. soldiers and sounding the 
death knell for the Reagan administration's 
Lebanon policy. That bomb was driven into 
its target, something almost impossible to 
prevent unless every potential target is ring­
ed with clumsy concrete mazes that require 
a driver to slow down or stop before pro­
ceeding. 

A parked car bomb can at least be treated 
- if somebody recognizes it in time.as a 
car bomb. 

Since 1967 there have been a half dozen 
car bombs in Jerusalem. But so far, only the 
first one, parked in the open air Mahane 
Yehuda fruit and vegetable shuk (market) in 
the spring of 1968, exploded. Twenty-two 
people were killed. More than 100 were 
wounded. 
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All the other car bombs in Jerusalem were 
discovered in time. 

Car bombs generally are put together in 
such a manner that the only tools the sapper 
can use to neutralize them are his bare hands. 
Remote controlled robots can remove a tank 
of cooking gas or a suitcase full of nails , 
placed in the car for added shrapnel and 
explosive effect, but eventually the sapper 
has to get into the car by himself, find the 
detonator and with bare - and steady -
hands solve what the sappers call "the 
problem.'' 

For a Jerusalemite - Arab or Jew -
suspicious objects are a fact of life . Other 
cities have their perils, but it's not the same 
as for a New Yorker, fearful of being mug­
ged, avoiding certain neighborhoods at cer­
tain times of the night. Subconsciously 
aware, a Jerusalemite plunges into the 
crowded Mahane Y ehuda open fruit and 
vegetable market, which has often been 
targeted by Arab terrorists. Israel's entire 
anti-terrorism policy is based on not allow­
ing terrorism to disrupt normal life. 

An abandoned shopping basket never 
lasts long on the pavement. " Shel mi zeh?" 
somebody cries out, and quickly a patrol of 
civil guardsmen or soldiers shows up and 
clears the street until one of the sappers 
arrives to check the package. For two or 
three blocks, the market is cleared of shop­
pers and vendors, who are kept at a safe 
distance behind police lines . Not until the 
sapper has raised his hand to give the all­
clear sign does the bustle of the market 
resume. 

Alone on an emptied city street, a sapper 
is on center stage in the most dramatic thea­
ter of all - a theater oflife and death . While 
he works , the watching crowd goes silent, 
seemingly holding its collective breath. 

And when it's over, whether the suspi­
cious object is a bomb defused or just 
another false alarm, the crowd applauds. 

Some, like fans outside a stage door, 
approach the white and blue van while the 
sapper removes his protective gear and puts 
away the equipment. They want to wish him 
well with a handshake or a backslap, an 
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Bomb squad checks out suspicious car. 
Since 1967 there have been a half-dozen car 
bombs in Jerusalem, but so far only one has 
exploded, killing 22 people and wounding 
more than 100. All the others were 
discovered in time. 

expression of admiration and gratitude for 
working to keep the city safe. 

The sappers handle about 10,000 calls a 
year. On each one of those 10,000 calls, 
Uri, Amos, Sammy or any other sapper on 
duty that shift has to assume it's for real, 
that the plastic bag or broken TV set could 
tum out to be a bomb. Usually it's a false 
alarm. But since 1967, on an average of 
about 75 times a year, the alarm is real. 

"We're only as good as the people of the 
city," says Amos, a seven-year veteran of 
the squad. "If we can get to the bomb, we 
can prevent an explosion. But it's up to the 
people of the city to let us know about the 
bombs." 

The combination of its extensive experi­
ence, its tactics, and the active cooperation 
of the citizenry has given the squad a reputa­
tion as the best in the profession. The Holy 
City's peace and quiet depends on them, 
and so far, says Jerusalem Mayor Teddy 
Kollek, "they haven't let us down." 

Kollek points out that Jerusalem Arabs 
"were responsible for only some five per­
cent" of the terrorist incidents that have 
taken place in Jerusalem since 1967. "Jeru­
salem is safer than almost any American 
city. Terrorist incidents do take place, but 
rather infrequently . It is those incidents that 
interest the international press, not the stor­
ies of peaceful coexistence that is truly the 
guiding spirit of our city." 

Or as Police Minister Haim Bar-Lev put 
it, " Israel averages 16 murders, whether 
because of crime or terrorism, per million 
residents. In France the average is 45 mur­
ders per million and in New York, some 
200 per million . Israel is by far the safer 
country.'' 

Nevertheless, that safety is in large part 
due to the citizenry's alertness and the sap­
pers' skills . 

Seeing the white and blue bomb squad 
van jogs a Jerusalemite' s memory. It's like ' 
a constant reminder to pay attention, to re­
port suspicious objects . Public service 
advertisements on television, school visits 
by children to the sappers' offices or by the 
sappers to a school , teach youngsters in the 
city to be careful and to report anything 
suspicious. Newspapers carry advertise­
ments reminding readers to " Watch out for 
suspicious objects ." 

It all keeps the squad busy. "But that's 
okay,'' says Uri . ''The busier we are , the 
safer the city. " 

Like most of the squad, Uri was trained in 
demolitions in the Israel Defense Forces, 
and when he finished his three years of 
national service , he wanted to continue us­
ing the skills he learned in the army . He's 
worked as a sapper in Tel Aviv and Haifa 
and on the West Bank, but for Israeli sap­
pers Jerusalem is the big league, the front 
line of the war against terrorism. Two years 
ago, Uri was posted in Jerusalem, and 18 
months ago, he got the command. Being 
commander of the squad adds some $60 a 
month to his $600 a month salary for the 
life-and-death job. Soft spoken, his long­
fingered violinist's hands busy with a bent 
paper clip on his desk, he explains that 
"nobody does this for the money." 

Amos, a father of two, recalls when he 
decided to join the squad. He was a success­
ful jewelry manufacturer working in Bet 
Shemesh, a small town in central Israel , 
when one day , while in Haifa, he saw a 
sapper at work on a suspicious object. 

"I saw him doing the job, and I realized 
that's what I wanted to do," he says. The 
same day he told his wife about his ambi­
tion. That was more than eight years ago. 
"There was something about being in­
volved in protecting the public from this 
crazy business of bombs that attracted me." 

He seems embarrassed to talk about what 
he calls his ''belief that people should con­
tribute to society, do what they can to make 
life better." But when pressed, he admits 
that and more. ' 'There was a challenge, and 
the job promised an excitement that was 
missing from my life before." 

Not that any of the sappers are foolhardy 
daredevils . They are psychologically tested 
when they first apply for the four-month 
training course. A national police source 
says that ''the police psychologist is looking 
for even-tempered people, not cowboys." 
Only half of the annual average of 200 ap­
plicants for the training course are accepted. 

Like any tight knit group of people in a 
dangerous job, they seem to share a secret 
inaccessible to anybody who hasn't lived 
through the same fearful moments. 

Their secret seems to be that the political 
rhetoric politicians lay on them along with 
thick saccharine-sweet dollops of hero 
worship all mean very little . Patriotism, 
nationalism - these are terms that only 
embarrass sappers . 

They deal with equal professionalism 
with devices aimed at both Jews and Arabs. 
Indeed, their attitude seems to be single-
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mindedly pacifist. 
"I don 't care who set the bomb or why," 

says Sammy, the oldest sapper. ''All I care 
about is how - and to prevent it from 
exploding. " 

While Uri is the commanderofthe squad, 
Sammy is the inspiration . He has more gray 
in his sideburns than anybody else in the 
squad, where . 25-year-olds go grayer than 
their fathers. 

He never wanted io be the officer in 
charge; not in the army, where, like most of 
the sappers , he received his first training as 
an expert in demolition, nor in the police . 
He didn't want to wrestle with the paper­
work , or worse, with the responsibility. 

And even after getting his promotion 
from policeman to inspector, on all his 
paperwork he still writes "policeman" 
where he could write the higher rank . 

"Call it luck if you want," he tells new 
drivers who ask why he doesn't advertise 
his rank. "As long as I've been in the busi­
ness I've written 'policeman,' and no­
thing's happened to me yet. Why should I 
change things?'' 

The superstitions include no photo­
graphs . Two sappers allowed their photo­
graphs to be taken and were killed within a 
few weeks of the photo session. In any case , 
the military censor forbids publication of 
their names or photographs, which might 
make them identifiable to terrorists. 

Superstition means never make a casual 
comment about how ' ' things have been 
quiet lately .'' Mentioning a period of quiet , 
the sappers believe, can break the spell. 

And never call it a bomb . Call it a "de­
vice." They always refer to the object as a 
device, making it technical and profession­
al. To call it a bomb would be a kind of 
admission that the thing could explode. 

Luck, of course, is part of their lives . On 
Monday nights they fill out national lottery 
tickets. Wednesday nights they gather in 
their office to make their football league 
pool guesses . 

The luckiest of them all was also the 
unluckiest. Noah, a pudgy soft-spoken sap­
per, once had " 50 grams of TNT get past his 
ugly face ," as Sammy describes it. 

He had been working on a small device in 
which a matchbox had been packed with 
plastique and connected to a small ladies' 
watch. The bomb exploded in his face, but 
somehow he emerged from the cloud of 
smoke and dust with not even a scratch. To 
this day, six years later, the granite-faced 
pillar against which the bomb had been 
placed is scarred. 

Ever since then , Noah's had this strange, 
slightly ironic and narrow lipped smile that 
never lets go. Even when his eyes go cold 
with concentration as he works on a device , 
the thin-lipped smile remains . When he 
overhears Sammy telling the story, the 
smile is on his face, and when he shows off 
how he can take a landmine apart with his 
eyes closed, the smile is still there. 

Most leave within five years. Some go to 
the sappers' training base halfway between 
Jerusalem and Tel Aviv to teach their skills 
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to the next generation of sappers . 
Others move to the police labs, where 

found devices and the remnants of bombs 
that have exploded are analyzed to learn 
about the latest level of ingenuity reached 
by terrorists . 

Some go to work for construction com­
panies that need demolition experts able to 
create holes accurately in the granite and 
limestone rock on which Jerusalem is built. 

Most eventually move on to other units of 
the police force, as detectives or operations 
officers. 

Many get offers from the criminal under­
world, but none are known to have taken up 
the opportunity , despite the obvious mate­
rial benefits to be gained. 

And some, like David " Dudu" Ivgy, 
leave after what Uri calls " the second mis­
take ." 

After Ivgy lost half his hand, he was 
reassigned as a patrol car dispatcher, and 
lately he's been put in charge of the Civil 
Guard in Bet Shemesh, a small town about 
20 kilometers from Jerusalem. Sulemein 
Hirbawe, blinded by a bomb, now works as 
a police switchboard operator. 

The squad's equipment ranges from high 
tech to jury-rigged. 

The most important equipment is protec­
tive clothing - flak jackets and leggings 
that almost every year are improved. But 
after only a few minutes of wearing 15 kilo­
grams of unwieldy leggings and vests, the 
hot Judean mountain sun takes its toll. 
Sweat begins coursing down their backs. 
While the helmet with its shrapnel-proof 
visor may offer protection, it's also heavy 
and hot. 

On their first approach to what they call 
''a suspicious object,'' they may not put on 
the gear. But if they have any doubts , the 
driver is ready with the protective clothing. 

And the sweating begins. ''I knew what it 
was before we got there . Look at this! " 
Sammy will shout, showing off a darkened 
T-shirt as he removes his flak vest, after 
finishing a job on a device. 

"If you don't sweat when you're doing it , 

Destroyed bus shows what an undetected 
bomb can do. 

you ' re doing something wrong, " says 
squad commander Uri. 

The second most important piece of 
equipment is the robot. · 

All bomb disposal robots work on the 
same principle. A video camera is mounted 
on the robot and is connected to a monitor in 
the van. The squad had been using a British­
made robot called "the hobo" since 1979 , 
but in the last two years a local firm has been 
producing a robot called " Bambi," which 
is lightweight and has the advantage of 
being radio rather than wire controlled. 

The robots travel on six or eight wheels 
and are able to climb up and down stairs , 
turn comers and, with the help of powerful 
lamps , work at night. They have long flap­
per arms that can maneuver explosive pack­
ages into more convenient locations for 
what the sappers call '' treatment.' ' 

Fixed just below the video camera is a 
shotgun, which is aimed via the TV moni­
tor. The shotgun fires a cartridge of tiny 
pellets into the explosive material and de­
tonator. 

That disperses the explosive material 
faster than it can ignite, so the shotgun de­
stroys the bomb before it can explode. The 
"chisel," a small, hand-carried device that 
looks like a small cannon, works on the 
same principle . Thus , an Israeli sapper 
never blows up a device , he destroys it. 

Recently , the Israeli Police acquired a 
small, portable X-ray machine, with which 
packages suspected of being booby-trapped 
can be examined without taking the risk of 
testing them. 

And in addition to the high technology, 
they have simple tools. 

Sometimes, a sapper will hook a long 
cord to a suspicious object, and after taking 
cover, give it a yank. Often, that's enough 
to spill open an innocent suitcase - or 
disconnect one of the detonation wires . 

They ' ve perfected the art of breaking into 
a car with a coat hanger-like device they 
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worked out with the help of a tinsmith. 
But no matter how much equipment they 

have, they still eventually have to face the 
device alone, hoping that they'll be able to 
add it to their collection. 

There are dozens of the objects on the 
gray metal shelves: a carton of eggs, a doll, 
a loaf of bread, a high school yearbook, an 
old black and white television, an attache 
case, a flower pot - they've all been 
!><>mbs. 

Each one is neatly labeled. Some are 
trophies, found and neutralized before they 
could explode. The Katyusha rocket leaning 
casually against the wall was found by a 
Bedouin shepherd on a slope of the Mount 
of Olives just after dawn. It was aimed at the 
Jewish Quarter in the Old City of Jerusalem. 
, Others are like scars in the memory, re­
constructions of bombs that took a toll in the 
~ity . The white plastic saccharine bottle is a 
reconstruction of the one that destroyed half 
of former sapper Dudu lvgy's hand. 
, The crate of eggs turns out to be hollow, 
booby-trapped so that if somebody lifts the 
crate, it will explode. 

A traveler's alarm clock, packed with 
plastique, was found in a hotel closet. 

And then there are the grenades. Dozens 
of different kinds of hand grenades, from 
small, 100-year-old Turkish grenades found 
deep in the dirt of construction sites, to new 
Czech-made grenades from terrorist arms 
caches found in caves in the barren wadis 
outside Jerusalem. 

On a wall above the exhibit of past bombs 
are the photographs of the two dead sappers. 
One photo shows a young, sharp-featured 
blonde man with a wry smile, staring calmly 
at the camera. That's Steve Hilmes, a for­
mer American who survived four years in 
Vietnam, only to be killed in 1979, when an 
Arab's bomb tore apart his chest. 

The other picture shows dark-skinned 
Albert Levy, mournful eyes staring over the 
shoulder of the photographer. In the tilt of 
Albert's head you can see pride. The picture 
was taken at a ceremony when the police 
minister pinned the commander's oak leaf 
on Albert's shoulders, giving him the job 
that Uri now holds . Albert was killed in 
1976 by a device that also claimed a patrol­
man's life. 

The two men are now buried on Mt. Herzl 
in a special plot set aside for policemen who 
died while in service. On both the graves the 
inscription reads, "He fell in the line of 
duty ." 

On the locker room bulletin board, along­
side stenciled memorandums from national 
headquarters, and above the week's sched­
ule, is a greying white postcard with the 
inscription, "Fear of failure is the key to 
success.'' It is written in Gothic print, like a 
motto on a coffee cup. 

They don't talk much about the politics of 
terrorism, because, as Uri says, "I only care 
about how the device is put together, not 
about who put it there, or why." 
. Uri says that "you have to think like a 
terrorist in order to beat the terrorist." He 
quicky adds that he can't understand the 
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reason for putting a bomb anyplace where 
innocent people can be hurt. ''If they attack­
ed soldiers - well, that's war. But kids?" 

But Uri's thinking like a terrorist is tech­
nical . Why did he use this kind of explo­
sive? Park the car next to this building? Use 
this kind of detonator? 

And finally, " How would I do it?" 
How a sapper would set a bomb is a 

question that went unanswered until June 
1980, when a Jewish terrorist organization, 

eventually broken up four years later, began 
operating as a vigilante group against Arabs. 

A former Israel Defense Force demoli­
tions officer was one of the leaders of the 
vigilante group, which aimed its terrorism 
against Arabs they suspected of fomenting 
anti-Jewish terrorism. 

It took four years for the Israeli secret 
service to finally arrest the participants in 
the conspiracy , a group of25 Jewish settlers 
from the West Bank. One of the victims was 
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unintended - Sulemein Hirbawe. 
The vigilantes confessed to bombings 

that crippled two West Bank mayors and 
blinded Hirbawe, who was trying to dis­
mantle a bomb at a third mayor' s house. 

They confessed to plotting to blow up a 
Moslem holy site on the Temple Mount 
which is also holy to Jews . They assaulted 
an Arab religious college with automatic 
weapons fire and hand grenades , killing 
three and wounding 36. They were caught 
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when they hid large time bombs on each of 
the under carriages of five Arab-owned buses . 

Amos, Sammy and Noah were called to 
dismantle those devices . They encountered 
what Noah called " the finest handiwork" 
he had ever seen , handiwork that was sick­
eningly familiar to some of them. For, as 
Uri sometimes says, ' 'The truth of the mat­
ter is that the Arabs just aren't very good at 
making bombs." Graduates of Israel De­
fense Forces commando and engineering 

courses are much better. 
When Noah said he had never seen such 

"quality handiwork," Sammy said he had 
- in the army and police courses he had 
taken to learn how to become a sapper. 

Amos listened to the argument. "It doesn't 
matter where you've seen that kind of hand­
iwork, " he said, " and it doesn't matter who 
set the devices. All that matters is that the 
devices were neutralized in time. All that mat­
ters is that we get the job done.' ' ~ 
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SOI~ SPECIAL REPORT 

KILLING 
EFFECT II 

Rifleman's Guide to 
Wound Ballistics 

NO WEAPON in the infantryman's in­
ventory takes on such significance, im­

agined or real, as his rifle . It always has , and 
always will into the foreseeable future . In 
his mind 's eye at least, it is most often all 
that stands between him and the enemy, 
between life and death. 

Infantry rifles are an intensely personal 
item of issue. Their characteristics and 
effectiveness are of the highest consequence 
to the lowly boonie rat and to those who 
champion his cause . No small wonder then 
that the service rifle and its caliber have 
always generated great controversy. Even 
more so in the United States, whose military 
has stressed the importan~e of individual 
rifle marksmanship since George Washing-

by Peter G. Kokalis 

ton assumed command of the Continental 
Army in 1775. 

The latest chapter in this sometimes te­
dious conundrum revolves around those 
who advocate the .30-caliber bore (specifi­
cally the 7.62x5lmm NATO cartridge) and 
rifles of" substance" in opposition to those 
who argue in favor of the 5.56x45mm 
NATO cartridge and the Ml6. Although 
now more than 25 years old, the dispute 
continues unabated . The opposing sides are 
well-entrenched, and no end to this angry 
conflict appears on the horizon. 

The 7.62x51mm NATO cartridge is an 

outgrowth of the U.S . Army 's marks­
manship tradition . In 1904, the Infantry 
Journal stated that every soldier '' .. . 
should be at home with his rifle at 800 
1,000, or even 1,200 yards. " During th~ 
Light Rifle trials of the early 1950s, this 
mentality prevailed, and Colonel Rene R. 
Studler, then chief of the Army's Small 
Arms Development Branch, rejected Brit­
ish proposals for a 7mm intermediate-sized 
assault rifle cartridge, because it did not 
equal the ballistic performance of the U.S . 
. 30-06 service cartridge. NATO standardized 
Uncle Sugar's T65E3 cartridge - essentially 
a case-shortened .30-06 - in 1954. · 

During this same time frame , studies 
were conducted that indicated small­
caliber, high-velocity (SCHY) cartridges 
resulted in greater hit probability at the im­
portant battle ranges of 300 yards and less . 
SCHY proponents had to wait little more 
than a decade before they were called to bat 
in the jungles of Vietnam. To the eternal 
disfavor of the "full power" camp, by the 
mid- l 960s the M 14' s clouded history ended 
and the "mouse gun" and its "pip-squeak" 
cartridge became standard issue. 

Midst all of the charges and counter­
charges what do most of us really know 
about the wound ballistics of these two car­
tridges? Very little, besides anecdotal in­
formation in the form of battlefield reminis­
cences of untrained observers with no back­
ground in scientific methodology . 

While we have prevously noted his re­
search on handgun bullet performance (see 
SOF, December 1988, page 60) , Dr. Martin 
L. Fackler, Director of the Wound Ballistics 
Laboratory at the Letterman Army Institute 
of Research in San Francisco, is principally 
concerned with the wound ballistics of the 
commonly-issued modem infantry rifle car­
tridges. Before we examine the results of 
these studies, we need to briefly reiterate the 
mechanisms of wounding, with special 
emphasis on those phenomena more fre­
quently observed with rifle projectiles . 

As a bullet travels through the human 
body, it crushes and cuts through tissue and 
blood vessels and may break bones. This 
wound track, or permanent cavity, is the 
principal mechanism of wounding. 

Three factors influence the size of the 
wound track. 

First, if the bullet yaws and its long axis 
makes a greater angle with the path of 
travel, a wider area of tissue comes into 
contact with the bullet and is crushed. Many 
have confused the observed yaw of bullets 
in the body with so-called tumbling in 
flight. Bullets of proper aerodynamic de­
sign, when fired from barrels with the twist 
required to stabilize their flight, will yaw no 
more than one to three degrees as they move 

U.S. Marines landing at Da Nang, South 
Vietnam, on 8 March 1965, fielded caliber 
7.62x51mm NATO M14 rifles. M14 
production had already ceased and was 
shortly to be replaced on the battlefield by 
the "pip-squeak" M16. Big-bore boomers 
still grieve its demise. Photo: AP/Wide 
World 
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7.62 mm NATO 
Vel- 2630 f/s (662 m/s} 
Wt-150 gr (9 .7 gm) FMC 

O cm 5 10 15 

ABOVE: Wound profile of the U.S. MSO 
7 .62x51mm ball bullet is characteristic of 
most non-deforming FMJ military 
projectiles. After traveling point-forward 
for the first 6-7 inches of penetration in 
living tissue, the bullet yaws 180 degrees, 
after which it passes through the body 
base-forward with total penetration of about 
25 inches. Courtesy Martin L. Fackler 

to the target. What happens when they strike 
a body is another matter, however, as the 
projectile's configuration and the location 
of its center of mass then outweigh the rota­
tional velocity in importance. All non­
expanding , pointed bullets (and some 
round-nosed ones) that do not deform, yaw 
up to 180 degrees during their passage 
through tissue, ending their path traveling 
base-forward . 

Second, expanding (or mushrooming) 
projectiles damage more tissue. However, 
Article 23 of the annex to Hague Conven­
tion No. IV of 18 October 1907 proscribes 
the use of bullets without full metal jackets 
(FMJ). Both NATO and the ComBloc na­
tions conform to this prohibition and do not 
employ expanding bullets. 

Third, fragments from the bullet can de­
tach and disrupt tissue outside the primary 
wound track, and, as we shall see, this is an 
important factor in the effectiveness of 
some military small-arms projectiles. 

In addition, a temporary cavity may be 
formed as tissue is stretched or accelerated 
away from the bullet's path. In general, the 
higher the bullet's impact velocity, the 
heavier the bullet and the less aerodynamic 
its shape, the greater will be the temporary 
cavity stretch. With the exception of the 
liver, most tissue stretched by the temporary 
cavitation caused by handgun bullets sur­
vives with little damage. However, as we 
move up the scale to rifle cartridges, the 
disruptive effect of temporary cavitation in­
creases, especially with projectiles of .30 
caliber and larger. It was originally thought 
that the increased tissue disruption caused 
by the Ml93 5.56x45mm NATO bullet was 
a result of high velocity and a large tempo­
rary cavity. Yet the Ml93 projectile travels 
a mere seven percent faster than the 
7.62x51mm M80 ball round, and medical 
data from Vietnam illustrates that damage in 
the majority of torso and extremity wounds 
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Permanen t Cavit y 
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Detached Muscle 22 Cal (5.6 mm) FMC 
Wt- 62gr (4 gm") 
Vel-3034 f/s (925mis) 
Final wt-3lgr (2gm) 
50'.I: Fragmen t ation 

Permanent Cavity 

Bullet Fragments 

Ocm 5 10 15 

The large permanent cavity produced by the 
5.56x45mm cartridge's 55-grain boat-tailed 
M193 bullet is primarily a consequence of 

. bullet fragmentation. After slightly more 
than 4 inches of penetration, the Ml93 
bullet will yaw to 90 degrees, flatten and 
break apart at the cannelure. 
Unfortunately, this occurs only at ranges 
under 200 yards. Courtesy Martin L. 
Fackler 

was principally caused by the permanent 
cavity alone. 

Using a ID-percent solution of ordnance 
gelatin (Type 250 A) at 39°F, which closely 
simulates living tissue, tests have been con­
ducted atthe U.S. Army's Wound Ballistics 
Lab , Presidio of San Francisco, to deter­
mine the effectiveness of military sma!J 
arms cartridges such as 7. 62x5 l mm M80 
ball, 5.56x45mm Ml93 and M855 ba!J, 
7.62x39mm ComB!oc (both boat-tail and 
flat-base ball) and 5.45x39mm ComBloc ball. 

From measurements of the penetration 
depth and diameter of the temporary cavity 
in the gelatin blocks, together with X-rays 
of the projectile track, including fragmenta­
tion patterns (if any), plus observations of 
animal and human wounds , a wound profile 
is prepared which permits an approximation 
of the wound characteristics in living tissue. 
The results of this research have exposed 
new, and in some cases surprising, informa-
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tion on the performance characteristics of 
modem military small-arms cartridges. 

A great deal of misinformation has been 
published about the reasons for the M 193 
5.56x45mm cartridge's effectiveness . It has 
been determined at the U.S . Army's Wound 
Ballistics Lab that the large permanent cav­
ity produced by the 55-grain boat-tailed 
Ml93 bullet is primarily a consequence of 
bullet fragmentation. As long as this FMJ 
bu!Jet travels point forward, its wound track 
remains small and there is little tissue dam­
age. However, after slightly more than 4 
inches of penetration, the M193 projectile 
will yaw to 90 degrees, flatten and break 
apart at the cannelure (crimping groove). 
The bullet point remains as a flattened 
triangular section, retaining about 60 per­
cent of the original bullet weight and pene­
trating about 13 inches in soft tissue. That 
portion to the rear of the cannelure breaks 
into numerous fragments that penetrate up 
to 3 inches radially away from the main 
wound track. These multiple fragments 
perforate and weaken tissue. Tissue be­
tween two perforations is often completely 
detached when subsequently subjected to 
the sudden stretch of temporary cavitation. 
Weakened tissue may be split by stretch that 
would otherwise be absorbed by the tissue's 
elasticity. 

There is a direct correlath:m between the 
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bullet's velocity and the fragmentation pat­
tern . At a range of 100 yards, the Ml93 
projectile generally breaks into two large frag­
ments. At ranges of more than 200 yards, the 
bullet flattens somewhat and only a few 
small fragments squeeze out of the base. If 
this bullet passes through an arm or leg 
without striking bone and before it yaws and 
fragments, the damage might be minimal . 

There has been a great deal of speculation 
concerning the effectiveness of the new 
M855 (similar to the Belgian SS 109) round 
used in the MI6A2 rifle and M249 SAW 
(Squad Automatic Weapon) . It weighs 62 
grains and contains a hardened-steel pene­
trator frontal core and lead base encased in a 
copper alloy jacket. Critics have stated that 
lethality was reduced, because a faster ri­
fling twist of one tum in seven inches (1 :7' ') 
was required to stabilize the M856 tracer 
round with its much longer Belgian Ll IO 
projectile. This same argument was pre­
sented when the Ml6's original barrel twist 
of 1:14" was changed to 1:12". Once 
again, there is confusion between stability 
in flight and yawing in living tissue. One 
does not necessarily follow as a conse­
quence of the other. In fact, at ranges of up 
to 200 yards and somewhat beyond, the 
M855 bullet's performance in the human 
body essentially duplicates that of the older 
MI93 round and actually produces slightly 
increased fragmentation. It is true that in­
advertently firing M855 ammunition in 
Ml6 rifles with a barrel twist of 1:12" will 
result in severe yawing (or " key-holing") 
in flight - to such an extent that at even 
very close ranges the weapon's accuracy 
potential is reduced to unacceptable levels . 

The performance of U .S. M80 
7. 62x5 l mm ball ammunition is characteris­
tic of most non-deforming FMJ military 
projectiles . For the first 6-7 inches of travel 
through living tissue, the bullet remains 
point-forward, and the wound track is no 
larger than .30 caliber. At 8-14 inches of 
penetration, the bullet yaws 180 degrees, 
after which it passes through the body base­
forward with total penetration of about 25 
inches . Where the bullet yaw is at its max­
imum, 60 to 120 degrees , a large temporary 
cavity is produced, and the height of the 
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permanent cavity will increase to 1.16 in­
ches (the length of the 150-grain boat-tail 
projectile) maximum. Nothing surprising 
here, but 7.62x5lmm ball ammo issued to 
the West German Bundeswehr performs in 
quite a different manner. 

Using Dr. Fackler's methodology, SOF 
tested West German ball ammunition in this 
caliber headstamped '!WK 19-65' with the 
NATO cross-in-circle. It was manufactured 
by Industrie Werke Karlsruhe (formerly 
DWM) in 1965. Readily available to U.S. 
shooters for several years, it's held in espe­
cially high regard by high-power competi­
tors because of its fine accuracy potential. 
The M80's jacket is made of rather ductile 
copper alloy which is about .032-inch thick 
near the cannelure. The NATO STANAG 
covering this cartridge does not specify the 
jacket material or thickness . West German 
7.62x5lmm NATO ball has a copper-clad 
steel jacket only about .020-inch thick near 
the cannelure. Steel is more brittle than cop­
per, and after penetration of about 3 inches 
in living tissue the West German bullet 
yaws and breaks apart at the cannelure with 
far greater tissue disruption capability than 
the 5.56x45mm M193 bullet. Any West 
German or other European versions of 
7.62x5lmm NATO ball with brittle steel 
jackets might be expected to produce the 
same results, regardless of headstamp. 

Both the M80 7.62x5lmm and Ml93/ 
855 5.56x45mm cartridges are effective 
military small arms rounds, albeit for differ­
ent reasons . We must look beyond bullet 
performance at other criteria to properly 
assess these calibers and their rifles. 

For all practical purposes, the selective­
fire option is lost if we opt for a 7. 62x5 l mm 
battle rifle. Even at 50 yards, the second 
shot in a full-auto burst from an ARIO, FN 
FAL, G3 or M14 will be well above the 
target. Although the greatest hit probability 
occurs when troops employ carefully aimed 
semiautomatic fire , there are occasions 
when the burst-fire option is useful. Still, 
there's no doubt that the 7.62x5lmm car­
tridge is superior for long-range sniping. 

Over the years, the soldier's equipment 
load has increased tremendously . Attempts 
to reduce his load always seem to be a step 

U.S. Army boonie rat points his "mouse 
gun" at the entrance of a VC bunker 20 
klicks northwest of Tuy Hoa on 30 June 
1966. Its M193 ball bullet will more than do 
the job at ranges under 200 yards. Photo: 
AP/Wide World 

behind the addition of some new geegaw to 
his LBE. Nevertheless, this is a matter ofno 
small concern, and the Ml6, as originally 
fielded, was almost one-third lighter than 
the Ml4 . Furthermore, 5.56x45mm 
ammunition weighs only half as much as the 
equivalent amount of 7.62x51mm. 

Assuming we have not drastically re­
duced the rifleman's effectiveness at the 
ranges at which he will most likely engage 
the enemy (usually under 200 yards and 
most commonly between 25 and I 00 yards), 
weight reduction and selective-fire capabil­
ity are desirable characteristics and the ob­
vious reasons for the ever-increasing adoption 
of small-caliber cartridges, such as 
5.56x45mm and 5.45x39mm, by all of the 
world's armies on both sides of the firing line. 

What about our presumed enemies? What 
kinds of sticks and stones are they prepared 
to cast in our direction? There is no more 
ubiquitous rifle than the Kalashnikov . At­
tributed to designers N.M. Elizarov and 
B. V. Semin, Soviet historians contend that 
work on its M43 (Model 1943) 7 .62x39mm 
cartridge began in 1939. Others have stated 
that it was derived from the German 
7.92x33mm Kurz Patrone (short cartridge) 
developed for the world's first true assault 
rifle, the WWII MP43/44 (StG44) . This 
latter scenario appears unlikely, as the 
Soviets would have required specimens of 
7.92x33mm Kurz ammunition at least a 
year o,r two prior. to their adoption of the 
7.62x39mm round in 1943 - well before 
the MP43 was fielded on the Eastern front. 
Whatever the case, the Soviet M43 car­
tridge is a true intermediate-size assault rifle 
round . 

More than two dozen countries have 
manufactured ammunition in this caliber. In 
addition to ball ammunition, it has been 
produced with tracer, API (Armor-Piercing 
Incendiary), and IT (Incendiary Tracer) 
projectiles. Special purpose loads include 
subsonic ball, practice blanks, short-range 
loads and drill rounds . Ball ammunition will 
be encountered in two configurations. Most 
prevalent is a 123-grain boat-tail bullet, 
which usually consists of a copper-washed 
steel jacket, lead and antimony sleeve and a 
mild steel core (Soviet Type PS) . Yugosla­
via's M67 ball ammunition in this caliber, 
as well as that of several other countries , 
uses a flat-based bullet of approximately the 
same weight with a copper alloy jacket and 
lead core. Muzzle velocity of both types is 
between 2,330 and 2,400 fps. 

In its boat-tail configuration, the 
7.62x39mm bullet travels point-forward 
about IO inches in soft tissue before signifi­
cant yaw occurs . At that point the bullet will 
yaw to less than 90 degrees, then come back 
down to a point-forward position and finally 
yaw 180 degrees and end its travel in a base 
forward position. Bi-lobed yaw cycles of 
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ABOVE: Wound profile of the ComBloc 
7.62x39mm boat-tail bullet exhibits the 
bi-lobed yaw cycle commonly obsened with 
pointed, non-deforming bullets. Total 
penetration in living tWue is almost 29 
inches. Abdominal shots usually exhibit no 
greater tissue disruption than that produced 
by a .38 Special pistol bullet. The 
lead-cored, Oat-based bullet in this caliber is 
considerably more effective. Courtesy 
Martin L. Fackler 

this type are commonly observed with 
pointed, non-deforming bullets. Total 
penetration in living tissue is almost 29 in­
ches. Abdominal shots usually exhibit no 
greater tissue disruption than that produced 
by a .38 Special pistol bullet since, after 10 
inches of travel with minimal yaw, the bul­
let has generally passed through the abdom­
inal cavity. Of course, this round is capable 
of inflicting such damage at far greater 
ranges than a handgun. 

SOFtested the lead-cored, flat-based bul­
let and found it to be considerably more 
effective. It commences its yaw cycle after 
only 3-4 inches of penetration. Once again, 
the yaw cycle is generally bi-lobed. The 
bullet reaches its maximum penetration of 
23-26 inches traveling base-forward, some­
what flattened and retaining almost all of its 
original weight (two or three small frag­
ments are shed in the area of maximum 
cavitation). Although the flat-based Kalash­
nikov bullet is shorter (0.930") than the 
more common boat-tail projectile (1.040"), 
it can be expected to cause more damage to 
the abdominal contents, liver, spleen, intes­
tines or pancreas, because the bullet passes 
through these organs at a large yaw angle. 
Remember, if we have neither mushroom­
ing nor fragmentation, yawing is all that 
remains to maximize tissue disruption and 
enhance the bullet's performance - always 
provided we do not sacrifice adequate 
penetration. 

ComBloc nations appear to be in the pro­
cess of gradually changing over to Kalash­
nikovs chambered for the 5.45x39mm car­
tridge. In addition to Soviet arsenals, East 
German factory code '05' (possibly the old 
MWS facility in Schonebeck) has recently 
appeared on the headstamps of ammunition 
in this caliber. When the AK-74 rifle and its 
cartridge first surfaced in Afghanistan, 
rumors were widely circulated that its muz­
zle velocity exceeded 4,000 fps and that it 
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Except for its peculiar curvature in path of 
travel, the AK-74's 5.45mm bullet exhibits 
no more, or less, than the usual 
performance characteristics expected from a 
non-deforming FMJ military bullet. Yaw 
commences after only 3 inches of 
penetration in living tissue and this 
represents an improvement over its 7 .62mm 
ComBloc predecessor. Courtesy Martin L. 
Fackler 

produced massive tissue damage. The first 
large quantities of this ammunition were 
provided by SOF Editor/Publisher Robert 
K. Brown and turned over to the U.S. Army 
and the National Rifle Association. 

In truth, the muzzle velocity is not much 
more than 3,000 fps. The 56-grain boat-tail 
projectile has a gilding-metal-clad steel 
jacket. The unhardened flat-tip steel core is 
covered by a lead sleeve that does not fill the 
entire interior of the jacket, leaving a hollow 
cavity inside the nose - the focal point of 
the imbroglio over its wounding potential. 

Large steel cores, such as the -hardened 
penetrator of the U.S .. 50 caliber AP round, 
can be screw-turned to a pointed tip without 
too much trouble. It would be difficult to 
screw-tum, or even swage, a pointed tip on 
the 5.45x39mm bullet's small steel core. I 
believe it was simply more cost-effective to 
fabricate a flat-tipped core and leave an air 
pocket under the jacket's tip, insofar that it 
did not affect the projectile's aerodynamic 
qualities. The fact that it might enhance the 
bullet's wounding potential was, in this in­
stance, merely coincidental. There is no­
thing new about this type of construction. 
During World War I, the British .303 inch, 

25 
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AK·47 7.112 mm FMC 
Vel-23401/s (713mls) 
Wt-120,llgr (7.&Dgm) 
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Mark VII bullet contained an aluminum 
(and sometimes fiber, wood, pottery or 
compressed paper) filler in front of its lead 
and antimony core and directly under the 
jacket's tip. This was principally an attempt 
to reduce the bullet's weight, thereby in­
creasing its velocity. 

With one peculiar exception, the 5 .45mm 
bullet exhibits no more, or less, than the 
usual performance characteristics expected 
from a non-deforming FMJ military bullet. 
There is no deformation or fragmentation. 
There is a rather typical bi-lobed yaw cycle, 
with the bullet ending its travel base­
forward, after about 20 inches of total 
penetration. Yaw commences after only 
about 3 inches of penetration in living tis­
sue, however, and this will increase the 
tissue disruption, even in many extremity 
hits on the arms or legs. Curvature at the end 
of a boat-.tail FMJ bullet's path is nQt un­
common, but always sporadic and genl;raIIy 
no more than 45 degrees. In all tests per­
formed, the angle of this bullet's long axis 
after it came to rest in the tissue simulant 
showed a change in direction of between 80 
and 90 degrees. X-rays taken at the Wound 
Ballistics Lab of recovered 5.45mm Com­
Bloc bullets showed that the lead sleeve 
flowed asymmetrically forward into the 
jacket tip after rapid deceleration upon strik­
ing tissue, to unbalance the projec;.tile and 
possibly initiate its right-angle turn. Cu­
rious, but the results are less than awesome. 

What conclusions can be drawn from this 
brief examination of the wound ballistics of 

Continued on page 112 
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This is not a misprint. Our Purchasing 
Agent made an incredible buy on these 
reconditioned units and now we can pass 
this saving on to you. The AN/PVS·2, with 
its high performance nitrogen filled lens 
and high gain 25MM intensifier tube, is 
the best performing fi rst generation scope 
issued in quantity to the US. Military. We 
sold this unit for many years at $2,750.00, 
but now can offer it at almost a 50% price 
reduction. ORDER ONE TODAY AND 
SAVE. These "like new" units won't last 
long at THIS PRICE. The chances of this 
offer ever being repeated are slim to 
none, so if you ever wanted a high quality 
Starlight scope, the time to act is now! 
First generation reconditioned 
intensifier 
4 X Magnification 
Range 400 to 600 yards for weapon 
aiming, up to )-2 mile for surveillance, 
depending on light level and terrain. 
6 MONTH LIMITED WARRANTY 
This versatile unit, with optional adaptors 
can also be weapon mounted, or used for 
low light level photography. 
Shipped with: Tripod/ pistol grip adaptor, 
daylight lens cover, combat eyeguard, 
operating manual and batteries. Add 
$100.00forAR15/ f'll1 6 mounting system. 

Other mounting systems are available, 
prices on request. Add $15.00 for regular 
UPS shipping, $30.00 for Next Day Air. 
ALSO AVAILABLE- CURRENT STATE OF 
THE ART AN/ PVS-4 2ND GENERATION 
NIGHT VISION SYSTEM-This is the finest 
unit available today. We are the National 
Distributor for O.E.C., the current military 
contractor for 15,000 units of the 
AN/ PVS-4. We can offer you the same unit 
the military receives at a MUCH LOWER 
PRICE than our competitors, due to this 
large production volume. CALL FOR 
PRICE QUOTE. 
We use genuine MJL.SPEC A.R.M.S. 
mounting sytems. 
We offer a full line of top quality products, 
plus the unsurpassed service knowledge 
of night vision experts. We service, and 
stand behind, every product we sell. For 
more information on additional night vision 
systems, goggles and viewers write or call: 

• Excalibur 
Enterprises 
P.O. Box 266 
Emmaus, PA 18049 
215-791-5710 
FAX 215-797-3922 

Send $4.00 for complete catalog 

AIRGUN COMBAT GAME EQUIPMENT 
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We Will Not Be Undersold On Paint Pellets 
•Selection of Marketing Guns •No Franchise or Royalty Fees 
• Washable Marking Pellets (6 Colors) · •Bulk Rates 
• Complete Game Supplies • Prompt Professional SeJVice 
•High Cash Profit/Low Prices •All Orders Shipped UPS 

Dealer Info. Write: THE ULTIMATE GAME: 
P.O. Box 1856, Ormond Beach, Florida 32075 
P.S. Call Us At: 904/677·4358 or 904/677·4363 

Call Toll Free. 1·800·USA GAME or 1·800·872·4263 
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Continued from page 75 

seaport and ship them by cargo vessel, and 
that the bombers " should be accompanied 
by technicians for maintertance, and by 
American pilots for final dellv\!ry and prob­
ably for initial operation. In 'fact this is the 
method being currently used for the delivery 
to China of 100 P-40 planes. 'I;pere is also in 
China a pumberof American pilots. Recent­
ly a request was made by the Chinese gov­
ernment to recruit an additionai 150 pilots in 
the United States. So in fact, there is in 
China today, or soon will be, a cadre of 
American pilots available . .. ~ Their number 
need only be increased and · their quality 
possibly improved to meet 'tpe d~mand for 
training, advisory assistance ' and initial 
operation. " 96 • , ·, , 

The Joint Board recommended that, 
· among other planes, Chenn1mlt be supplied 
with '' 33 Lockheed Hudson, Medium Bom­
bardment A-28, from stocks' or: production 
now allocated to the British" and "33 DB-
7, Light Bombardment A-20, from stocks 
or production now alJocated to the 
British.' ' 97 In an 11 June memov;mdum re­
garding the status of planes' being sent to 
Chennault, General H.H. ~ ! J-l:ap" Arnold, 
Deputy Chief of Staff (Air), nqted that by 1 
July the 100 P-40s would be iq Rangoon, 
and by l August so would tijeir pilots. Re­
garding the bombers, "The Lockheed Hud­
sons have ample range to perform missions 
against targets in Japan. Ii is· their desire to 
use incendiary bombs on ~he i,ockheed 
Hudsons . Advance bases aie' ~vailable in 
Eastern China. It is 1,300 nUl~s from these 

I " 

advance bases to industrial ~apan. " 98 

Currie's plan, as finally. in~orporated into 
JB Paper 355, called for th'e fo~ce of 500 
planes to be assembled an:d deployed in 
three stages. Stage one was '.'.'w)len the 100 
P-40s now on the water reach China and the 
pilots and ground crews no~ ·.vo1u'nteering 
for service are already in th(! fie~d .'' Stage 
two would be " a force reapy , t~ 'operate in 
September and composed of 1400 pursuits 
and 100 bombers ." The thifd , ~tage would 
be "by the first of November a flili force of 
500 craft. '' Currie envisioned that "'The 
gradual development of oper~tions would 
by then permit the full force to.attack all the 
objectives at the end of the rainy ~eason . " 99 

Comments of the Joint Board were that if 
this plan were implemented,: · it ~ould not 
only tie up the Japanese on t)le Asian conti­
nent, but would make possible , the ''in­
cendiary bombing of Japan." 100 /\s to who 
would really fly these "trainer" aircraft, the 
Board stated, " Ships comprised in· the 
above program would all be flown by Amer­
ican reserve officers and maiµ~ained by 
American technicians and mechanics . They 
would be under the command of an Amer­
ican reserve officer, Captain Chennault, 
directly under Chiang.Kai-Shek ... " and 
observed "the opportunity fo~ our men to 
acquire actual combat experience ~ppears to 
be a factor that should b.e igiven some 
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"OPERATION SPRINGBOK" 
JOIN YOUR BROTHER PARATROOPERS FROM EUROPE & NORTH AMERICA & SOUTH 

AFRICA FOR AN ACTION-PACKED AIRBORNE EXPEDITION TO DARKEST AFRICA. 

28 JANUARY - 6 FEBRUARY, 1989 
This once·in·a·lifetime adventur.e will put you in the 
slip stream over Africa with the Airborne Forces of 
the Republic of South Africa .. If you're a regular, 
reserve or veteran military static-line jumper, then 
you'll want to stand in the. door for: 

• Ground training and a static:line parachute jump 
from a C-47 "Dakot<I" with South Africa's elite 
"Para-bats" (Paratroopers). , 
• Jump into the African Bush-Veit for a fun night in 
the field with the elite "Para-~ats" 
• Your official South African Army para-wings and 
certificates awarded by a senior member of the 
South African Army. (This e¥ercise is officially 
recognized by the South African Government. and 
participants will receive letters of authorization allow· 
ing them to wear these wings on. their uniforms.) 
• A full current military situation briefing at Army 
Headquarters in Pretoria. 
• Banquets and bush·BBQ's with South African para 

·veterans. airborne staff and paratroopers from 
operational units. 

• Official wreath laying cerimonies at the South 
African Paratroopers' Memorial. 
• Test ride South Africa's unique family of locally 
manufactured mine-proofed armoured vehicles at 
ARMSCORP's classified Battle Range. 
• Visit restricted military sites for a series of military 
activities with South Africa's crack units (no details 
available because of security considerations). 
• Visit famous South African historical and military 
sites; plus a 19th century Johannesburg gold mine 
and fronteer town; and an authentic Zulu warriors' 
village. 
• Visit the historic TOWER OF LONDON and ride 
on a City of London Bus tour during our stop-over in 
England, enroute to South Africa. 
This ten-day tour includes: ground transportation in 
London and South Africa; delux hotel accommoda· 
l ions with breakfast; many lunches and dinners; 
all military, historical, scenic tours; all tips, 
gratuities and entry fees. 
And, of course a jump from the historic C·47 
"Dakota" · no longer in service in NATO. 

AIRBORNE ALL THE WAY! 

Airborne troops are first iri, last out, so don't wait! 
Numbers have been strictly limited by our South Afri· 
can hosts, so we must take this a first-come, first· 
served registration. You'll receive your complete in· 
formation packet and itinerary as soon as possible, 
and your spot on a South African C-47 will be 
guaranteed! A (US) $250' registration fee is required 
and MUST accompany your form so that we can slot 
you on the manifest. ('Registration fee is refundable 
up until 60 days prior to the tour.) 
Spectators and guests are allowed in strictly 
limited numbers, and will be specially catered for. 
A seven-day optional add·on tour is also available, 
for those who want to see and do even much, much 
more. (Again, details are restricted because of -
security considerations.) Information will be supplied 
to those going on the basic para-tour, but HURRY!; 
numbers are being strictly limited. 

Fill out the registation coupon below, and mail ii with 
your banker's check or money order made payable 
to: "1.A.A.V.", P.O. Box 1312 Station 'B ', Oshawa 

Ontario L 1 J 6P8, Canada. 

r--------------------OFFICIAL APPLICATION: I MAIL TO: " l.A.A.V., P.O. BOX 1312 STATION 'B', I 
SOUTH AFRICA '89 I OSHAWA ONTARIO l1J 6P8, CANADA I 

I 312/327-3120 I 
THE TOTAL PACKAGE INCLUDING I I 
SPACE, AIRFARE & _ALL GROUND I Name Mohta<yB<anch I 
ARRANGEMENTS IS $2988 I I 
A $250.00 DEPOSIT IS REQUIRED I Add<ess se,,al 1 Rank I 
WITH THIS APPLICATION. MAKE I I 
CHECK PAYABLE TO: l.A.A.V. I city State_· _Z1pCode_ uni1solAubomeServ1ce I 
SPACE IS STRICTLY LIMITED. THE I I 
TRIP IS AVAILABLE ON A FIRST· I Telephone • ( DatesotSer"ce f<am ___ ro ___ I 
COME, FIRST-SERVED BASIS. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • - • • • • • • • • - ~ 
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Russian Commando Video's 
Lethal Hand to Hand Combat Techniques 
of the Superior Russian Military Special Forces SPETZ NATZ 
By Soviet Defector Arkady Anatolev former Russian Special Forces Officer/Com­
bat Instructor & Chief Instructor of Mercenary AR6 Paratrooper Legionnaires for 
Rhodesia and South America. 

Phoenix Productions Inc. 
P.O. Box 25 Newtown Br. 
Boston , Mass. 02258 

DESCRIPTION AND ORDER NO. 

NAME------------~ 
STREET ____________ _ 

CITY _____________ _ 

STATE/ZIP ___________ _ 

Vol. I - Lethal in Close Fighting 
Simple and effective techniques of utiliz­
ing your body as a deadly killing machine 
to protect yourself. Proven in years of 
combat. 
#SN-1 60 min. Reg. $69.95 Intro. offer $49.95 

Vol. II - Lethal in Close Fighting 
Defense against more than an attacker and 
fighting from the ground . 
#SN-2 60 min . Reg. $69.95 Intro. offer $49.95 

Vol. I - Lethal in Close Weapon 
Fighting 
Knife fighting techniques Arkady used in 
combat to protect himself and may some­
day save you . 
#SN-3 60 min. Reg. $69.95 Intro. offer $49.95 

Intro Special - Buy all 3 tapes, $100.00 
plus shipping. 

U.S. currency only. No C.O.D.'s . 
Checks held until cleared . 
Outside U.S., triple shipping costs. 

VHS BETA PAL PRICE 

ADD $3.00 EACH TAPE, S&H 

IN MASS. ADD 5% MASS. TAX 

TOTAL 

CREDIT CARD-- --------­

CREDIT CARD NO.--------­

EXPIRATION DATE---------

Due to the violent nature of these films, Phoenix Productions Inc. will sell these films only to 
viewers 18 years of age and older. These films are intended solely for self-defense and instruction­
al purposes. 
By purchasing any of these tapes, the buyer agrees that Phoenix Productions Inc. and its 
employees can not be held responsible for any injuries and or death due to the use or misuse of 
information on these tapes. 

I certify that I am 18 years of age or older--------------- -

THE SEMIAUTOMATIC PISTOL IN POLICE 
SERVICE AND SELF-DEFENSE 

BY MASSAD F AYOOB 

First quantitative, documented look at ACTUAL POLICE 
EXPERIENCE with 9mm. and .45 police service autos. A no 
holds barred assessment of technical and tactical weaknesses 
of the popular combat auto pistols. 

To order: Police Bookshelf, Dept. SF, PO Box 122, Concord, 
NH 03301 or call toll free 800-624-9049. ONLY $9.95 plus 
$2.00 for shipping and handling. 
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weight. " 101 This , of course , in a document 
entitled " Aircraft Requirements of the 
Chinese Government'' ! 102 

The Japanese diplomatic code having 
been broken, on 4 July we learned of 
Japan' s true intentions for the Pacific . War 
now not only appeared desirable, it was 
inevitable. On 23 July, FDR signed the 
proposal to bomb Japan with American 
mercenaries in its final form, 103 with the 
notation, ' 'OK, but restudy Military Mis­
sion versus the Attache method. F.D.R . " 104 

Two days later FDR declared a trade embar­
go with Japan, knowing full well ~is by 
itself would mean war.105 The die was cast. 
The plan which was started years earlier had 
finally found its point in history. We would 
attack Japan with a mercenary air force on 
the strength of secret executive orders, be­
fore the end of the year. 

But the Japanese had their own timetable . 
On 7 December, they launched attacks on 
Pearl Harbor. On 11 December, Soong 
cabled Chennault, ' ' PENDING CLAR­
IFICATION FUTURE POLICY OF USA 
ARMY AND NA VY AIR FORCE ALL 
RECRUITMENT FOR A VG SUS­
PENDED," further informing him that the 
bomber pilots scheduled to leave Los 
Angeles for China on 11 December had 
been released for reinduction into the regu­
lar military. 106 The ship carrying ground 
crewmen was diverted to Australia, where 
the men were paid off by CAMC0 107 and 
drafted . Japan had beaten us to the punch, 
and the plan of JB Paper 355 was no longer 
workable. We were now at war with Japan , 
on her terms. 

That such a plan had been conceived and 
implemented without consulting the elected 
representatives on Congressional Hill is 
astounding . Or is it? 

The use of the military in the protection or 
pursuit of national interests or in effecting 
foreign policy is a responsibility which , 
constitutionally and historically, falls to the 
discretion of the president as chief executive 
and commander-in-chief. Article II , Sec­
tions 1, 2 and 3 of the U.S. Constitution 
spell out the president's role in foreign 
affairs , vesting in him all the " executive 
power" of the nation, making him " com­
mander in chief' ' and granting him author­
ity to execute the laws of the land . 

Painfully aware of the problems created 
when it became necessary to defend the 
colonies under the Articles of Confedera­
tion, which relegated most foreign policy 
matters to the Congress and created an un­
workable " leadership by committee" situa­
tion, Alexander Hamilton noted in the 
Federalist Papers that "decision, secrecy 
and dispatch are incompatable with the 
genius of a body so variable and so numer­
ous. '' Each time the constitutional authority 
of a president to be the sole figure represent­
ing the nation in external relations has been 
challenged, the Supreme Court has ruled in 
favor of his authority. In the case U.S. vs. 
Curtiss-Wright Export Company ( 1936), 
the Supreme Court ruled in favor of FDR's 
power to ban the sale of weapons to warring 
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factions in South America, citing the "ex­
clusive power of the president as the sole 
organ of the federal government in the field 
of international relations.'' 108 

But does this give the president the power 
to commit U.S. resources or military might, 
covertly or overtly, to effect the foreign 
policy he may establish? Can he act un­
ilaterally to defend what he perceives to be 
the national interest without the consent and 
authorization of Congress? History would 
indicate that this is the case. 

In a tabulation published in the 15 Janu­
ary 1987 Wall Street Journal, L. Cordon 
Crovitz cites some 116 cases from 1798 to 
just before World War II where the presi­
dent sent troops or transferred weapons or 
war materiel overseas without congression­
al authorization. In fact, as of 1970, the 
president had sent troops or arms abroad 
nearly 200 times without Congress declar­
ing war. In 62 of these cases Congress ac­
quiesced by providing funds, which means 
that two-thirds of the time it did not, yet no 
action was (or could have been) taken to 
constrain the president. As a historical foot­
note to our case in point, five of those inci­
dents cited were ones in which U.S. forces 
either fired upon Japanese vessels, or occu­
pied the Japanese mainland to effect U.S. 
policy or protect U.S. interests.10!1 Un­
ilaterally. Without consulting Congress. 

How does this historical vignette relate to 

curre~t affairs? If nothing else, it illustrates 
the need for the executive branch to vigor­
ously defend its constitutional power not 
only to author, but also to effect foreign 
policy by the appropriate overt or covert use 
of military assets. To effect foreign policy is 
the chief executive's constitutional duty, 
and the means to that end are his constitu­
tional prerogative- the current tendency of 
the legislative branch toward the trendy 
criminalization of the means he may select 
notwithstanding. 

The founding fathers had excellent per­
spective when they separated the powers 
of the executive, legislative and judicial 
branches; these constitutional powers and 
constraints were wisely devised to pre­
vent any one branch from doing too much 
harm. In light of contemporary bickering 
between the legislative and executive 
branches, the specific constraints pre­
venting the executive from dastardly 
deeds, and the legislative from galloping 
too far amuck, bring to mind the words of 
Napoleon I: ''rascallity has limits; stupid­
ity has none. " . · 

As columnist David Bar-Dan observed, 
there are, after all, only three major avenues 
for conducting foreign policy - diploma­
cy, covert action and war. With fiercely 
hostile regimes, diplomacy is often useless; 
and hobbling the president's discretion in 
covert operations would so limit his options 

that he might feel reduced to a choice be­
tween war and surrender .11° 

FOOTNOTES 
•Memorandum for Admiral Thmerby Lt. Col. W.P. 
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SPETSNAZ IN ALASKA 
Continued from page 59 

jockey, who was busy jotting down listener 
requests over the telephone. She motioned 
me into the broadcast booth. 

"Wanna popsicle?" she asked as she 
dropped a Motown forty-five on the turnt­
able. My mind immediately flashed on a 
scene from the movie American Graffitti, 
when Wolfman Jack made the same offer to 
a bewildered Richard Dreyfuss. Now I 
knew I'd come to the right place. "They're 
complaining about too much Rock 'n Roll, 
so I'm givin' 'em Motown. You like 
Motown?" 

"Yes ma'am," I said as I pulled off my 
coat. "and I love Motown." 

As the Platters, Rondells, Drifters and 
Supremes played on in the background, this 
delightful Kotzebue native provided me 
with a number of insights into the region, 
and into Eskimo culture as well. "I suppose 
that, since these settlements are pretty small 
and made up of extended families," I said, 
''it must be like living in a fishbowl, no way 
to keep a secret." 

N2-B Extreme Cold 
Weather 

Flight 

Jacket 

"That depends on what you're trying to 
hide," was her reply. "For instance, it's no 
secret about who's sleeping with who. No 
way you can hide that! But then, my girl­
friend who's engaged to this white guy from 
the states [lower48], they've been together 
for years, and he still doesn't know about 
her sister that committed suicide. It's a 
family thing ... they'll never let on. Other 
Eskimos in town know it, too; but they'd 
never tell anybody. He's not from here, so 
they figure it's not his place to know. He'll 
never find out, because they don't want him 
to find out. " 

"There's one big problem up here," she 
continued. ''Drugs and alcohol, mostly 
alcohol. You probably noticed there's no 
bar in Kotzebue. It's dry. So are most Eski­
mo towns. They voted it themselves, things 
got so bad. People get bored, especially 
younger guys. They don't feel like they 
have good job opportunities ... to become 
professionals at something. They get frus­
trated, depressed, angry, you name it, so 
lots of them drink . . . like fish. Lots of 
people get shot in fights, or shoot them­
selves. And in some areas there's lots of 
bootlegging and smuggling. Guys fly the 
stuff in to the dry towns in auxilary tanks on 
their bush planes." 

"Has this problem spread to the 
Scouts?" 

"Not that I know of. It's still a real re­
spected thing being a Scout. It's like a fami­
ly tradition. They're a good group. Real 
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tight group, too. '' 
" I'd like to meet some of the guys, if I 

could. I've heard a lot about them." 
"No problem. Why don't you come by 

here tomorrow. I' II call over there to one of 
my friends and set something up." 

It was three in the morning. Time to let 
her get back to work, and for me to crash. 
''Thanks a lot for the invite tomorrow, and 
for the popsicles," I told her. 

''Thanks for the company. See you in the 
morning." 

When I arrived back at the radio station 
by 1000, my friend was not there, but she 'd 
already made arrangements for me to go 
over and see either "Woolfy" or Capt. 
Dennis at the Guard armory . But what had 
seemed to be a straightforward approach for 
talking with some Scouts turned out to be an 
awkward, bull-in-the-beehive experience. 

Upon entering the armory, even before I 
could shake hands with the man I was sche­
duled to meet, several Guard officers 
appeared out of nowhere and read me the 
riot act. Their brisk who-what-where-why­
how interrogation ended with me being 
escorted to the exit. Without clearance from 
their PAO in Anchorage, they said , they 
weren't talking to anyone. That was that. 
This avenue of investigation was per­
manently closed. 

So far, none of the other locals I'd talked 
to gave any indication that they knew of the 
alleged Spetsnaz who'd washed up on their 
shore some years ago, or of the Scout who 
was supposedly murdered. The bush pilot 
who'd agreed to take me back to Nome via 
several other towns out on Seward Pennin­
sula was taking off in about an hour, so I 
began hoofing it to the airstrip. 

On the way, I decided to stop in one last 
time at the city hall to make sure I'd spoken 
with all the employees there. It was a chance 
decision that paid off. 

"Hell yes, come on back in my office," 
boomed a voice from an behind the recep­
tion counter. The gentleman shouting from 
his office turned out to be a city employee 
who was once chief of staff for an Alaska 
state senator. Before I sat down, he con­
tinued: "There's plenty going on with the 
Sovs that the military isn't letting on about. 
When I was chief of staff for the senator, I 
tried to follow up on reports received from 
FAA people , state patrolmen , former 
Guardsmen , you name it. Bear bomber 
sightings near the pipeline in spring 1983 , a 
Soviet plane that crashed near Kivalena, 
evidence of military personnel seen inland 
and around St. Lawrence and Little 
Diomede. The military, the National 
Guard, stiffed me every time I tried to con­
firm this stuff. '' 

With just minutes to spare before my 
plane was to take off, this fellow wrote 
down a list of names to contact - most of 
them Eskimo leaders on the islands I was to 
visit that week - and wished me luck. 
"Can I call you again, or use your name in 
my article?" I asked while leaving . "Never 
seen you before in my life ,'' he said 
laughing. ''If you print my name, I'll deny 

JANUARY 89 



OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 
SOF EXCHANGE• P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 •Phone 1-800-323-1776 Opr. 131 

•a-1:11;11'.i J.i!&fdl'-i 1:1•1•1~4'-i itDa#il'.i Etlt43;~-l•1;1i~il 
SOF BOOKSHELF 

#8021 lliE SOLDIER OF FORTUNE $7.95 
#8019 lliE ELITE (HARDCOVER) $25.00 
#8024 lliE ELITE (PAPERBACK) $10.95 
#8023 lliE ELITE (LEATMERBOUNO COLLECTOR) $100.00 
#8026 lliE ELITE PICTORAL $30.00 
#8022 BEST OF SURVIVE $2.95 
#8003 MERC: AMERICAN SOLDIER OF FORTUNE $14.95 
#8006 KNIFE SELF DEFENSE FOR COMBAT·$7.95 
#9'Xf1 BASIC STICK FIGKTING FOR COMBAT $9.95 
#8025 MERC COMMANDER $30.00 
#8012 IU.USTRATEO GUIDE TO MODERN ELITE FORCES $9.95 
#8035 RREFORCE $20.00 
#8036 DICTlONARY OF ESPIONAGE $17.95 

#1030 CREW SWEATSHIRT - BLACK (S,M,L,XL) $14.95 
#1029 SWEATPANTS - BLACK (S,M,L,XL) $14.95 
#5005 SOF DUFFLE BAG $24.95 
#5007 SOF ~AK COOLER $9.95 

SOF HK - BLACK $9.95 #1009 
DELTA- LT. BLUE $9.95 #1021 

SEAL TEAM - SILVER $9.95 #1018 
LUCY'S TIGER DEN - WHITE $12.95 #1025 

KHADAFA - LT. BLUE $10.95 #1024 
SPECIAL FORCES - BLACK $9.95 #1005 

LAS VEGAS, NEVADA 

. * * FROO-& CENTER * * 

v 
#il010 LT. COL OLIVER NORTH! 

I HIS STORY $24.98, PLUS $2.00 

SHIPPINGMANDLING 

D 
#6020 LT. COL OLIVER NORTH'S 

SECRET SLIDE SHOW $24.98, 
PLUS $2.00 

E 
0 
s 

SHIPPINGMANDIJNG 

#1515 SOF TOUR JACKET - BLACK (S,M,L,XL) $49.95 
#1515 SOF TOUR JACKET - BLACK (XXL) $51.95 
#7051 SOF TIE - NAVY $12.50 
#7005 SOF KEY RING $5.25 
#7006 SOF KNFE $39.95 

·------------------------------------------------
QTY. ITEM NO. SIZE 

T·Shlrts available In S, M, L, XL SUB TOTAL 

XXL available for $1.00 additional. 
Please Include $1.75 for the first Postage & Handling 
Item ordered, Include 75¢ for each 

3.8% Sales Tax additional Item for postage and (Colo. res.) 
handling. Overseas orders add 
30%. Please allow 4-6 weeks for 

TOTAL delivery. 

AMOUNT 
SOF EXCHANGE 

Mall to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 1/89, P.O. Box 687, Boulder CO 80306 

PAYMENT: 0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 CHECK ENCLOSED 

Card#----------------------

CITY _____________ STATE __ ZIP ___ _ 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA - call us at toll-free -
1-800-323· 1776, operator 131 . For customer service calls, dial (303) 449-3750. 



Used by pro athletes! 
Exclusively offered by 
THE FITNESS GROUP for only 
$34.95 plus $5 shipplng and handli~Y· 
The Impact resistant, engineering polymer chambers are ' '· 
sealed with teflon O·rings and fitted with tough cushioned grips. 
Order now, this Is a limited time special price. 
You ere guaranteed to build forearms that scream power ~d con 

TRAIN ANO WIN 
WITH THE F6·1 . . 

Call 1·800·346·6134 for MasterCard, rsa 
or mall check, money order, MasterCard or Visa number to . 
THI FITNESS GROUP, PO Box 251, Edmonds, WA .98020. (206) 771·6660. 

PROUDLY MADE Ill THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 

PHASER 
Best prices 
on PHASER 
CNteargas 

Powerful 
PHASER com­
bines the jet 
spray nozzle of 
a fire ex tin­

TEAR 
GAS 

guisher with the most effective chemical 
deterrent available to the public. Makes 
attackers keep their distance - SHOOTS A 
BROAD SPRAY UP TO TWENTY 
FEET! PHASER is refillable and guaran­
teed for a full five years. You can't find a 
better CN tear gas and we offer the BEST 
PRICES: Order Pocket Phaser (90 grams) 
at $13.85 for one; 10 for $l10.00; 20 for 
$200.00. 
Order Police Phaser (150 grams) at $21.00 
for one; 10 for $180.00; 20 for $320.00. 

CHECK OUR PRICES ON 
BOTH SIZES BEFORE YOU 
ORDER FROM ANYBODY 
ELSE! 
We pay shipping. Send check or money 
order to: Victory House, Board-Can Road, 
PO Box 3452, Boardman, Ohio 44512. 

96 SOLDIER Of FORTUNE 

CUSTOMIZE ft-1 
YOUR HANDGUN 
WITH WILSON 
COMBAT PARTS 

~ 
EXTENDED MAGAZINE 
BUTTON 

SHOOTER'S DEPOT • Box 3238 • Hialeah, Fl 33013 

~ 1-800-553-0844 ~ 
~SEND $2.00 FOR CATALOG ~ 

every word of it ." 
My bush pilot friend got me to Nome a 

day before my scheduled two-day tour of 
Eskimo Scout bases at Gambell and 
Savoonga on St. Lawrence Island and Little 
Diomede - plenty of time to phone those 
people out on the islands who I'd been told 
of in Kotzebue and to arrange some private 
meetings with them. Since Gambell would 
be my first stop, Winfred (Winny) James, 
the mayor of Gambell, was the first one I 
called. He was eager to meet with me . 

Digging up new leads in Nome was my 
next priority. The most fertile place for this 
turned out to be in the editorial offices of the 
Nome Nugget, the local newspaper. The 
owner, Nancy McQuire, was kind enough 
to let me look over the back issues for the 
past 10 years or so. From talking with her it 
was obvious she had feelers out all through 
the Seward Peninsula region and out on the 
islands. She said she'd heard all about the 
reports I was investigating, but stopped 
short of giving me more than a few stale 
details; she wasn't about to divulge hard­
won sources or let herself be out-scooped by 
some flatfoot from Colorado. 

While paging through the back issues , an 
article entitled, "Russians Thought to 
Roam St. Lawrence Island" caught my eye. 
It was written in 1983 by an Eskimo who 
had grown up on the island during World 
War II. He was also a veteran of the U.S. 
Army and the Eskimo Scouts. I set out to 
find him right away. Luckily, he happened 
to be in Nome at that time, living at his 
sister's house while recuperating from a 
mining accident up north . Within a few 
hours I had arranged a meeting and was 
eating dinner with him. After doing my best 
to convince him I really was just an editor 
for SO F and had no affiliation with the U.S. 
government, he. began to open up , but 
without saying much more than he 'd 
already written in his article. Because he 
requested that his name not be used (and 
since he bears a striking resemblance to the 
comedian Jonathan Winters) I'll refer to 
him as "JW." 

"I think I did the right thing by writing 
that article," said JW. "At first I wasn't 
sure I should make something like that 
public. But after I wrote it, a lot of people 
out on St. Lawrence, or who used to live on 
St. Lawrence, and former Scouts told me 
they were glad I wrote it. This information 
should be known. It's a free country. People 
have a right to know what's going on. 

''They [the Soviets] are taking advantage 
of us out on St. Lawrence. Their military 
people have been coming on the island for 
years, ever since the Cold War, and we 
never stop them. The Scouts have no legal 
authority to apprehend them. In the '50s, 
when the Army had a signal base 15 to 20 
miles southeast of Gambell , there were lots 
of sightings near that area . Now the 
sightings are most common out on the 
Northeast Cape, where the old White Alice 
radar site used to be. The facility was closed 
down in the early '70s , when we switched 
from troposcatter, land-based systems to 

JANUARY 89 



WELCOME! 
Our family of advertisers increased during 
1988, with the following companies join­
ing the hundreds of other success­
oriented companies that advertise reg­
ularly In the leader .• • Soldier of Fortune 
Magazine! 

A Creative Eye 
Ace Communications 

Action Arms 
Action Designs 

After Midnight Promotions 
Almpolnt 

Alp Sandals 
American Police Academy 

Armo-Tech 

Au~~~~~~r'!et~~~~~;ns 
BS Productions 

Barnett International 
Base Operations School 

Battery Press. Inc. 
Boston Publishing 

cc~'C~~~~dJ~a~~~aC~~trot 
C&T Enterprises 

Calico 
Chartes Milltarta 

Chlnasports, Inc. 
College Shirts 

Command Post, Inc. 
Computer Voice Street Association 

Crawford Knives 
Crossbow 

David Steel Enterprises 
Deeter Gap Publishing 

Delta Press 
Dunlap Boats 

The Dutchman 
EK Knives 

EU~~~ie~'!ise 
Elite Kammo Vldeo 

Emergency Locator Products 
Encryption Products 

Encdlno Deleon 
Executive Protection 

Fer-De-Lance Imports 
Franklin Mint 

Genuine Qennan Reproductions 
Goldnugget & Army 

Ground Zero 
Gun South, Inc. 

HawaJilaanm.f!~~u~~PC~~pany 
Ho-Chi-Minh Sandals 

Hoover's Manufacturing Company 
Hudson & Marshall 
lndMdual Concepts 

Intratec 
J.J. Wind, Inc. 
J .K.A. Sports 

J o hnson Reference Books 
KJeen-Bore, Inc. 

Knlfeco 
Krause Associates 

LPR, Inc. 
Lancer Mllltarla 

Lare lntematlonal 

Lcn~s~a~~p~:~~~~ons 
Usten Electronics 

M.W.G. 
Mad Mac's 

Mad Mullah Productions 
Metro Publlc Safety 

Midwest Wholesale Dlstrlbuto1"9 
Miles Ahead, Inc. 

Mlllta.y PX 
Monogram Models 
Movies In Motion 

Northern Sales Company 
ODA, Inc. 
Orpheus 

Oto Melara 
Outpost Gun Company 
Pachmayr Gun Works 

PalntbaUer's PX 
Pale Horse Enterprises 

Phantom DMslon 
Phoenix Systems. Inc. 

Pollce Bookshelf 
Poly Technologies, Inc. 

Privacy Protectors 
Retriever Training Systems 

S.R.I. 
Sarco 

Shooter's Depot 
SOG Speclaltfes 

Speakupl Inc. 

s&:cg~e~1e sro::srs 

St.arllght f raining Center 
Survival Tomorrow 

Tall Paul. Inc. 
Thompson Cigar Company 

Threshhold Technical Products 
Thunderbolt Knife Sales 

Tl~~~~~eS=au0cts 
Top Step 

Trans-World Cable Company 
Uncle Sam's Safari 

United Binocular 
Valor Sports 

Vant.age Press 
Victory House 

Vision "6r~!s'{l~~ketlng 
War Maps 

Warrior Line Productions 
Weiss & Mahoney 

Wlncom 
Yankee Trader International 

Zap Dart 

Shouldn't your company be advertising In 
the publication that brings results? 

SOI.IHER OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE 

Over Half A Million Readers Every Month 

303-449-3750 

JANUARY 89 

satellites . But the power station , dormitory 
and recreation facilities are still there, and 
so is the airstrip that serviced it. 

"The island is a strategic piece of real 
estate. During the lend-lease program in the 
Second World War, it was a stop-off place 
for planes we delivered from Nome to 
Siberia. That sort of thing can work in 
reverse if there's another war. Controlling 
the Bering Straits is important, and that's 
why I think St. Lawrence is so important to 
them. Among other things , it has three 
modem airstrips. Maybe they ' re training 
their people to put communications and 
guidance systems on the island. I think 
they're also testing us to see how effectively 
and efficiently the Scouts report suspicious 
activity and sightings ... or whether we 
report at all. That way they manage a 
consistent, up-to-date intel picture about the 
island. " 

"What is the prescribed information 
chain for Scout spot reports?'' I asked . 

' 'The spot reports first go to their 
respective battalion headquarters . For St. 
Lawrence , that would be here in Nome. 
Then on to the military intel people at 6th ID 
in Anchorage, then to DIA in Washington, 
D.C. and , I assume , the CIA and ultimately 
to the National Security Council. '' 

"Have you personally seen these stran­
gers on the island?' ' 

"No, but I know people who have ." 
''I'd like to talk with these people," I 

said. " I need some hard evidence to nail this 
stuff down , to prove that it's not poachers , 
bootleggers, etc ., that people are seeing. 
You know, everyone on the outside claims 
this is all a big hoax. " 

"I want to help," JW said resolutely. 
"It's important that people know about 
this ." 

I then showed him some names of people 
out on St. Lawrence and Little Diomede I 
had been given by the city employee in 
Kotzebue . JW nodded his head approving­
ly . 

"That's my uncle, " he said , pointing to 
one name. " And that's my nephew . .. 
that' s my cousin . .. and I know him real 
good too. I'll call all these people tonight 
and let them know you're coming. Let me 
go around town and get some other people 
who ' ll talk to you. We'll get together again 
after you take your little 'tour' of the islands 
with the military .'' 

JW's story certainly sounded convincing, 
but still , as Rep. Young remarked earlier, 
''Show me a body, then I'll believe it.'' So 
far , I still hadn ' t gotten beyond the rumor 
barrier. But it looked like that might change 
very soon. 

"Bullshit!" roared Sergeant First Class 
Renard (Nard) Reynolds of the 1st Scout 
Battalion in Nome. "That story about the 
Scout being killed by Spetsnaz was pure 
bullshit. I used to trust SOF, now I'm not 
gonna read another issue. You guys let 
yourselves get snookered.' ' Such was my 
greeting early the next morning when I ar­
rived at the National Guard Armory for my 
trip out to St. Lawrence. Other news media 
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people, who were gathered in the armory's 
gymnasium for a pre-departure briefing, 
cranked their heads to see who was getting 
the dressing down. 

"That's what I'm here to check out," I 
replied. Nard wasn' t impressed. He was 
busy pointing out to the reporters various 
items of Soviet flotsam (bug spray cans and 
plastic bottles with Cyrillic writing on them) 
that were laid out on a table under a bright 
spotlight. Camera shutters clicked wildly 
and video cams rolled as if on cue. ' 'This 
look like Spetsnaz kit to you?" said another 
Guard officer jokingly to me. I wasn't im­
pressed. I saved my film and boarded the 
bus out for the airport. Obviously our Spets­
naz article had struck yet another nerve. 

First stop was Gambell, population 450, 
out on the Northwest Cape. When we piled 
out of the C-130, Scouts decked out in their 
white oversuits and driving their character­
istic white snowmachines promptly ferried 
us to the local armory for our briefing. 
Straightforward in content, the briefing out­
lined the Scout's role of providing year­
round air, land and sea surveillance for the 
island. They stressed that their job is not to· 
apprehend suspicious visitors on the 
periphery, nor even to interpret the intelli­
gence they gathered while on patrol. Their 
responsibility is to report accurate and time­
ly information to their battalion headquar­
ters . 

Scout patrols of the island are carried out 
in conjunction with their subsistence hunt­
ing and fishing activities. Civilians are also 
part of this HUMINT network - they are 
encouraged to report sightings of unfamiliar 
aircraft, submarines or strangers directly to 
Scout personnel , who then prepare a de­
tailed spot report for headquarters. 

Sergeant First Class Mike Apataki cf 
Gambell went so far as to conjecture that he 
thinks the Soviets are using the island .for 
cold weather training purposes, but that he 
also had no proof of this. "We spot stran­
gers," he said, " but they're so far away that 
by the time we get to the place they were 
seen, they're gone. So we can't say for sure 
if they're foreign soldiers." 

Following this briefing, I was targeted 
with more good-natured chiding from 
Guard officers: " How many Spetsnaz infil­
trators you think are in this room, Mr. 
Bates? . . . We're sure glad you're here to 
save us from Spetsnaz, Mr. Bates ... Find 
any Spetsnaz decoder rings yet? ... ' ' It was 
at least flattering to know that a lot of people 
read our magazine up there. Had I been 
ignored, I probably would have gone home 
early without a story. No such luck. 

Scouts on snowmachines then ferried us 
to the western shore of Gambell, away from 
town, to photograph umiaks and who knows 
what else. Enroute, I told my driver that I 
had an appointment in town with Winfred 
James, the mayor. "So you 're the guy," he 
shouted, and promptly pulled a U-tum and 
delivered me to a prearranged point in the 
village. JW had come through on his prom­
ise. Winny was expecting me. We talked for 
an hour or so, and he offered to accompany 
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me to Savoonga. 
The Scout briefing in Savoonga was 

much the same as the one at Gambell. 
Soviet submarines had been sighted, a 
Soviet gas mask had washed ashore in 1982, 
but still no proof of a Soviet military pre­
sence on the island. Even my visit with 
Kenny did not provide that. It wasn' t until 
later that night after returning to Nome that 
the pieces started to fall in place. 

"Hey Sammy," someone yelled as I 
walked through a back street in Nome. The 
voice was familiar, but I couldn't locate it. 
"Come on, Sammy. Yeah you. Up here . " I 
looked up to the second-story window of an 
old house, and there was Winny's smiling 
face . " Sammy" - short for "Uncle 
Sam,'' i.e. gumshoefromD.C. -was how 
Winny, and my other new Eskimo friends, 
were to refer to me for the rest of my stay. 
" Come on up, Sammy," he said. "It's 
Miller time! " 

When I went in ·the house, there was 
Winny, JW and another large Eskimo man 
wearing glasses and a maroon Mark Air 
baseball cap. A 33-year veteran of the Eski­
mo Scouts, he was accompanied by his 
wife, who listened intently to our conversa­
tion . Since he, too, requested that his name 
not be used in the article, I' II refer to him as 
"the tundra walker," or' 'TW." He was the 
one who would provide the missing link in 
my investigation. 

"Who reads this magazine of yours, 
Sammy?" asked TW. 

"It' s an international publication," I 
said. 

" Any of the intelligence agencies get 
copies?" 

" All of them. " 
"By ' all of them,' do you include theirs 

as well?" 
'Tm afraid so." 
With that, the three men began convers­

ing quietly among themselves in Eskimo. 
"If you wanted to talk to us somewhere 
else," asked Winny, "like in San Francis­
co, Seattle, or some other place outside 
Alaska, would we be able to do that?" 

"I doubt it," !replied. "I'm on a budget. 
It would take one hell of a sales job back at 
the magazine to get that approved." 

"Let's continue this conversation over 
dinner," !offered. "It's on me." With that, 
we drove out to the Road House for dinner, 
Nome's culinary claim to fame. While 
shelling a platter of the largest steamed 
shrimp I've ever seen, TW dominated the 
conversation for the rest of the night. 

" I won't go too deeply into my military 
background," said TW. "Wouldn't want 
our Soviet friends to know more than they 
already do. I started with the Alaska Territo­
rial Guard during the war, then joined the 
Scouts in 1949. General John Schaeffer is 
an old friend of mine . . . used to be neigh­
bors. We used to walk the tundra together 
out at Savoonga . .. chasing boogey-men. 
You ever heard of him?" 

'Tm interviewing Gen. Schaeffer next 
week in Anchorage," I said . "What 
'boogey-men?'" 
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" The ones out at the Northeast Cape, 
near the old White Alice site . Soviet sub­
marines and their scuba people are every­
where out there. In winter, too , dressed in 
white.'' 

"What are they doing there?" I asked. 
"Intel gathering. We ' ve found their 

buried rafts and caches of rations . . . no 
weapons caches, though." 

"Are you sure they' re Soviet?" 
"Sure. We sometimes find bodies 

washed up on the rocks . Probably miss their 
pickup and die of exposure. It' s a rough 
place out there ." 

"Can you give me a date on one of those 
findings?" This question Jed to more dis­
cussion in Eskimo among the three men. 

Finally , after several minutes, TW re­
plied, " Summer, I think it was August 
1983. He was Soviet military all right, in an 
exposure suit. The body was pretty badly 
decomposed . I found him myself." 

"I've checked with civilian authorities, 
state troopers, coroners' reports ," I said, 
" but I've never found any record of this or 
other bodies found on the islands ." 

"You won't find any record. When we 're 
sure the body is Soviet military, the civilian 
authorities don't handle it. The Air Force is 
called in to retrieve the body, and military 
intel people handle it from there. There's no 
civilian paper trail. " 

"What type of plane picked it up?" 
"I don ' t know. I wasn ' t there for the 

actual pickup." 
" What about a report I've heard from 

some sources in Ketchikan that a live Soviet 
commando was found by the Scouts in sum­
mer 1985, upnorthofherenearShishmaref. 
He was hypothermic . He also had some 
kind oflarge box with him. They say the Air 
Force picked him up real quick . Ever heard 
of that?' ' I asked. 

"You've got enough,'' he said, pushing 
his chair away from the table . ''You want to 
know more about me and the Scouts, get a 
copy of Men of the Tundra by Muktuk Mar­
ston. I'll give you my copy from home if I 
can find it. I'm mentioned in there. Let's go 
get some more shrimp." 

The next morning, before departing for 
Little Diomede, I called the magistrate of 
Savoonga, who also happens to be the 
coroner there, to confirm TW's story. He' s 
the one who would have signed the death 
certificate of the Soviet commando TW 
spoke of. " You talked with TW?" he 
asked. "O.K. This is pretty sensitive stuff, 
you know .. . Yeah, we call the Air Force 
to pick 'em up when we're sure the body is 
Soviet. Civilian authorities aren't notified . I 
don't even think the autopsy 's done in Alas­
ka. That's the last we hear of it. Military 
intelligence takes over from there." 

''Ever recovered a live Soviet?'' I asked. 
"Not that I know of ... I gotta go ." 

Click. 
I then called a retired FBI agent I'd met 

up north who now works for ARCO secur­
ity. He reluctantly confirmed the report I'd 
been given by TW, but declined further 
comment. 

Join the ranks of America's 
Finest Fighting Men with these 

authentic stereo cassette recordings. 
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• Share thei r legendary marching chants. 
• Relive their training and combat. 
• Be inspired by their music. 
#410 Run to Cadence d510 Marching Cadences 

U.S. Marines U.S. Marines 
#420 Run to Cadence d520 Marching Cadences 

Army Airborne Army Airborne 
#430 Aun to Cadence #530 Marching Cadences 

Army Rangers Arrny Rangers 
#440 Run to Cadence #540 Marching Cadences 

Army lnlantry Arrny lnlantry 
0450 Run to Cadence 0560 Marching Cadences 

Marines Vol. II Green Berets 
#460 Aun to Cadence #803 U.S. Air Force 

Green Berets Basic Training 
#470 Aun to Cadence #805 Marine Boot Camp 

Airborne Rangers Parris Island 
#700 Americas Bugle #806 Marine Boot Camp 

Calls San Diego 
#930 VIETN AM Wi th U.S. #850 Gen. MacArthur's 

Fighting Manr Farewell Address 

Send coupon with check or money order. All 
cassettes $9.95. This offer good on ly in U.S.A. 
& Canada. Write for free cata log. 100% return 
guarantee. 

Credit Card orders 1-800-642-1144 .-----------1 
I NAME I 
I ADDRESS I 
I CITY STATE I 
I ZIP PH. NO. I 
I PLEASE SEND FOLLOWING CASSETTES: 520 J 
I I 
I I 
I I I SUBTOTAL ADD SHIPPING S2.50 l 
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WEAR A 
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•Offsho re Oil 

N ,tf!O•'l.11f,'>!>UC"U()n 0! 
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(Located In t he Port o f Philadelphia) 
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DIVERS ACADEMY 
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2500 So. Broadway • Camden, N.J. 08104 
Call 1-800-238-DIVE N.J. (609) 966-1871 

NAME -----------~ 
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CITY 
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---- ST --- ZIP ---

FREE 
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Here are a few reasons the M19 has been 
one of the hottest selling guns for the last 
15 years: 

B Cycle rate 3000 BB's per minute 
B Magazine capacity 3000 BB's 
B Muzzle velocity 450 feet per second 
B Power- compressed air or convenient 

1 pound cans of Freon 12 (available at 
most auto stores) 

B Weight: 4 112 lbs. fully loaded 
B Length: 20 inches M19-A (Rifle, pic­

tured); 12.25 inches M19-AMP 
(Pistol) : 

B Rugged construction: Polyethylene 
body, nylon working components, 
hardened seamless aluminum barrel 

B Lifeti me guarantee 
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UNCLE SAM'S 
SAFARI 
OUTFITTERS 

Hard To Find Military Surplus ttems 

NEW MILITARY ,, 
ISSUE WOODLAND {ii·)~ 
CAMO BDUs 
Sizes XS-XL u . ti1 

~~~~ . . . . ~;~ ~~ ~ 
Set Price .... . $42.00 

NEW MILITARY ISSUE WOODLAND CAMO or 
OD M65 FIELD JACKETS 
Sizes XS-XL. . .. ... . .. ....... .. . . . . . $45.00 

NEW MILITARY ISSUE M65 FIELD 
JACKET LINERS 
Sizes XS-XL. . . . ... .. . .... $16.00 

NEW MILITARY ISSUE WOODLAND CAMO or 
OD BOONIE HATS 
Sizes 7, 7112, 7314 ... . ... . .. . $10.00 

send $1 For our complete List 
of Military cear, 

Rugged outdoor Clothing & 
camping & Hunting cear 

(Redeemable with First OrderO 

Satifaction Guaranteed! Add $3 for shipping and han­
dling for orders under $40.00. FREE SHIPPING & HAN­
DLING FOR ORDERS $40.00 & MORE. Al and HI add 15%. 
MO customers add 6% sales tax. Checks. money orders. 
cashier's checks, Mastercard and Visa accepted. Please 
include credit card expiration date. 

UNCLE SAM'S SAFARI OUTFITIERS 
636 Cleveland, Dept. SF, Kirkwood, MO 63122 

(314) 822-8124 

LIFETIME GUARANTEE 
$39. 00 or 2 for $75. 00 

SORRY NO C.O.D. 
• THIS MUST BE SIGNED 

: I AFFIRM THAT I AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER, 

' SIGNED ___________ _ 

: SEND ME: D M19-A D M19-AMP 
PRINT OR TYPE THE FOLLOWING SF01 

' NAME ____________ ~ 

STREET ___________ _ 

, CITY, STATE ___________ _ 

.ZIP ___ _ SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
LARC INT., INC. • 736 INDUSTRY RD. 
LONGWOOD, FL 32750 (407) 339-6699 

There it was: Firsthand reports , not hear­
say, of Soviet military presence on St. 
Lawrence confirmed by three sources , and a 
clear indication that this presence is known 
at certain levels in U .S . intelligence circles . 
A mechanism for handling this situation with­
out arousing a "Red Scare" panic is and has 
apparently been in place for years. It is so 
well-honed as to be almost imperceptible. · 

Upon my return home, further investiga­
tion revealed that reports of the Soviet 
"swimmer" found dead near Kotzebue 
have some merit. A former officer from Ft. 
Richardson who served with USARAL 
(United States Anny Alaska) from 1968 to 
1970 checked with his military sources in 
Anchorage and informed me that on 5 May 
1981, a Department of Defense (DoD) 
Form 523 (request for autopsy) was author­
ized to conduct an autopsy on a corpse 
brought to Elmendorf Air Force Base hos­
pitl:ll from Kotzebue . The Form 523 was 
signed by the commanding general of 
ALASCOM. 

After a preliminary autopsy at Elmen­
dorf, the body was then shipped to 
McChord Air Force Base in Washington 
state, and on to Ft. Lewis for further evalua­
tion. As our earlier story had stated, the 
corpse was found half buried under a rubber 
raft near Kotzebue, 3 kilometers inland on 
the Kobuk River. Its fingers and toes had 
been cut off, its jaws and teeth deliberately 
smashed, apparently to preclude positive ID 
in the event the body was ever recovered . 
As of this printing, I have been unable to get 
a copy of the autopsy report to confirm this 
information, but I'm still trying. 

True, I have been unable to substantiate 
all of the events portrayed in our article on 
Spetsnaz, or those alleged by many of our 
readers. But it is not because the "leads 
evaporate," as Capt. Burgess and others 
had suggested. Rather, the leads dead end. 
For, according to a staffer at Alaska Senator 
Murkowski's Washington, D.C ., office, all 
limited confirmed information on Spetsnaz 
activity in Alaska and elsewhere is now 
classified, and, consequently , off limits to 
public scrutiny. 

Examining where these leads converge 
and what they indicate about our national 
security interests are beyond the scope of 
this article . What is clear, however, is that 
the Pentagon's official position on the mat­
ter, as stated by its chief spokesman Dan 
Howard on 11 February 1988 - " There is 
no convincing evidence that the Soviets 
have landed on St. Lawrence Island; no 
conclusive evidence _ . _,'' - is no longer 
tenable. 

EPILOGUE 

It should come as no surprise that the 
Soviets have a vested interest in Alaska. For 
one thing, they used to own it. They sold it 
to us in 1867 for a piddling $7 .2 million 
(about 2 cents an acre). Though referred to 
pejoratively at the time as "Seward ' s Fol­
ly," we can all be thankful for the strategic 
foresight of Abraham Lincoln's Secretary 
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of State, William Seward, whose idea it was 
to bargain it away from the currency-starved 
Russian regime. 

Though the state remains virtually un­
known to many Americans in the continen­
tal United States , the Soviets have never 
forgiven themselves for making this embar­
rassing blunder. During my stay in the 
Soviet Union as a high school student in the 
1970s, rarely a conversation would end 
without an old Russian leaning toward me 
and saying in his best vodka-slurred speech, 
"Alyeska. We'll get it back!" 

The state's more than 47 ,000 miles of 
unguarded shoreline provide a veritable 
open door to North America. And with a 
Soviet garrison on Big Diomede only 2Y2 
miles from U .S. territory on Little 
Diomede, an independent motorized rifle 
brigade at Providenia only 70 miles from 
Gambell, and 75 percent of their Pacific 
fleet submarines home ported at Petropavb­
lovsk on the Kamchataka Peninsula 1,300 
miles from St. Lawrence and less than 600 
miles from Attu at the tip of the Aleutian 
Island chain, they clearly possess the stag­
ing areas from which to probe the Bering 
Sea and Arctic Ocean regions. 

Probing our peripheral on-the-ground de­
fenses in Alaska is clearly in the Soviets ' 
strategic interest; it provides an up-to-date 
HUMINT picture of the quality and breadth 
of those defenses, noting patterns of weak­
ness and strength. A former operations 
officer for USARAL specifically told me 
that St. Lawrence Island has been used by 
the Soviets as a low-temperature training 
site for midget submarine units of the 
GRU's Spetsnaz northern operations forces 
since 1965. Given the close proximity of St. 
Lawrence to the Siberian mainland, they 
apparently use this remote island to train 
their special operations forces on how to 
successfully infiltrate enemy territory with­
out undue risk of causing an · international 
incident. 

As Neil Livingstone remarked in the 
April 1988 edition of Conservative Digest: 
" We make similar penetrations of the 
Soviet Union. The U.S. special operations 
forces do that. It would be foolish on our 
part, with open borders , to think they aren't 
doing the same thing here. We just don ' t 
hear more about it , frankly, [because] it's an 
embarrassing issue ... our people working 
under similar circumstances are from time 
to time interdicted by Soviets." He goes on 
to conjecture that there is probably an un­
written understanding between the super­
powers that such apprehended special op­
erations commandos are interrogated and 
then traded or released. 

Reciprocal visits? Sounds harmless 
enough when discussing the issue as a de­
tached observer, preferably in the safety and 
comfort of a university classroom, govern­
ment think-tank, or in a magazine's edito­
rial office in Boulder, Colorado. But when I 
recall what one Eskimo out on St. Lawrence 
said when I asked his motivation for coming 
forward with evidence of Soviet incursions, 
I am much less forgiving . "It's my home, 
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Tom," he said earnestly. "They [Soviets] 
got no business being here . I want my home 
defended . I want to feel secure in my 
home." Congressman Young's assistant, 
Bill Sharrow, made a similar observation, 
saying, ' 'It's American territory and should 
be regarded with no less importance than 
Washington, D.C., or anywhere else in the 
country.' ' 

I couldn ' t agree more. Helping maintain 
the integrity of our northernmost border is 
the responsibility of the Eskimo Scouts. 
From what I saw, they take their job serious­
ly, and have since World War II. These 
guys have no illusions about the threat that 
exists just a few miles from their homes . 
They have the courage to face that threat 
head on and make the personal sacrifices 
necessary to counter it. 

The evidence now indicates that the 
Soviets have penetrated Alaska and have 
been doing so for some time now. It's time 
the rest of us in the lower 48 take heed of 
Billy Mitchell's remark and recognize how 
potentially vulnerable we are there, and 
what an invaluable service the Scouts per­
form for our national defense. As our ' 'eyes 
and ears of the north, " we owe them much 
admiration and respect. ~ 

MUJ MORTAR 
Continued from page 41 

young mujahideen sets out. Though scared 
by his first experience with the weapon late 
last year, Gui Agha looks very satisfied. He 
was trained for 20 days, along with 27 party 
fellows, to fire the weapon. Along the way, 
talking to his friends, he uses a number of 
technical terms he has mastered . ''There 
was no misfire , hangfire or deadfire ," he 
says of the operation. 

After a 30-minute walk, the caravan stops 
near a water spring. It is time to say after­
noon prayers . While enemy firing con­
tinues, the mujahideen scatter throughout 
the valley to perform ablution and prepare 
for prayers . They assemble and pray . 

Commander Shafiq gets in touch with 
Khalid on his walkie-talkie and asks him for 
orders. "Head toward Dorbaba where all 
the mujahideen will gather by nightfall ," 
the reply comes. 

To celebrate the victory , Commander 
Khalid slaughters a sheep for the men in the 
Dorbaba area near his markaz (base). As the 
sky reddens on the horizon and the sun 
declines , the caravan arrives at Dorbaba. 
Dinner is awaiting these boys. Squatting on 
a rug and enjoying the food , they talk of the 
operation with Commander Khalid . 

Next day a soldier, who fled the garrison 
after the operation, surrenders to Khalid . He 
informs the mujahideen that 110 troops 
were killed and dozens of others injured. 
Frightened by the terrifying mortar explo­
sions , the conscript tells them how all the 
surviving soldiers escaped after some 

Continued on page 106 
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Grenade pin replicas made by Vets 
have been so ld to hundreds of WWII 
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• The Seal of El Salvador 
• The Seal of the USA 
• No Emblem or Seal 

Three finishes: 
• Gun Metal Blue 
• Marine Chrome 
• Utility 

• Complete with Leather Scabbard 
• Made ENTIRELY in El Salvador 
• Money Back Guarantee 
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THE HOUND DOG 
Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout lhe world today. corporatrons. professional 
men. and businessmen are spending millions annually m in­

sure prtvacy m thei r olf1ces and homes where 1mpor1ant plans 
and policy making decismns are discussed and formulaled 
The " HOU ND DOG .. 1s a wise investment !or anyone who has 
reason to believe that an eavesdropping device is now hidden. 
or may be hidden in the future . in either home or ofl1ce. No 
radio transmHter. no mailer how well 11 may have been hid· 
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The " HOUND DOG ' . is an advanced electronic instrument 
designed lor I.he sole purpose ol locaung hidden transmitters 
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MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
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Phone 24 hours: 80().048-3351 or 803-049-5936 

- SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE -

THE 
BOD 
SC 

DEVELOP THE BODY YOU'VE ALWAYS DREAMED OF. ADD 
INCHES TO YOUR CHEST, ARMS, AND THIGHS. SCULPT YOUR 
STOMACH, BUTTOCKS, AND CALVES. THE BODY SCULPTOR 
BURNS FAT, TONES MUSCLES, AND RELIEVES TENSION. 
ADJUSTABLE ELECTRICAL IMPULSES WORK YOUR MUSCLES 
MORE EFFECTIVELY THAN REGULAR EXERCISE. IT'S 
MEDICALLY PROVEN, EFFORTLESS AND SAFEI 

USE IT AT HOME, IN THE OFFICE, TRAVELING, EVEN WHILE 
WATCHINGT.V. OR READING. WE ABSOLUTELY GUARANTEE 
RESULTS IN 30 DAYS OR YOUR MONEY BACK. 

COMPlETE INSTRUCTIONS 
PORTABLE 
EXPANDABLE 
FREE CARRYING CASE 
MAKES AN IDEAL GIFT! 

BODY SCULPTOR 400: 
4-PAD UNIT WI BATTERIES 
ONLY $159 + $5 POSTAGE 
&HANDLING 

BODY SCULPTOR 800: 
IJ.PAD UNIT WI BATTER/ES & 
AC ADAPTER. ONLY $295 + 

. $10 POSTAGE & HANDLING 

CALL NOW FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY 
~ 1 (8001428-7825 EXT. 33 • 
~ 24 HRS/DAY 7 DAYSNIEEK 

FOR INFORMATION CALL(714) 854-5951 
OR SEND CHECK/MONEY ORDER TODAY TO: 

----------DAVID STEELE ENTERPRISES, INC. 
64 Lehigh Aisle, Suite 400, Irvine, CA 92715 

Sculptor 400 Qty Sculptor 800 Qty _ ___ _ 

D Checks or Money Order Enclosed 

0 Visa/MC # Exp. Data __ _ 

Name ---------------A d~ass ________________ _ 

City State ____ Zip 
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Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 

COMPLETE PRIVACY! 
• Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
• Become "lnvislble'1 to Investigators 
• Stop Generating Financial Records 
• Communications Privacy .. Phone, Mail 
• How to Stay Out of Government Flies 
• Begin Eliminating Negative Records 
• How to Create Helpful New Records 
• Generating Quick Cash Income 
• Hiding Your Assets • Privacy Afloat 
• Banking Alternatives • "Low Profile" 
• Privacy from Taxes • Nomadic Living 
• Multiple Addresses 
• Hideouts, Deep Cover 
• How to "Disappear" 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT - and MOREi 
Don't wait! Order TODA Y!I 

ONLY $18.95 

.. -----­• EDEN PRESS 
I 11623 Slater "C", Box 841().AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 I 
I Your jD Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add I 

Choice lo FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 
I !Calllornla residents please add 6% sales lax.J I 
I D Send latest Book Catalog - FREE. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I City I 
I State Zip _I 
... ____________ .. 

PAINT BALL! 
r~e Action Sport 

of the BO's 
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• Over 35 
different guns 

The famous C.l.A. 
"Get out of jail free" card 

An exact reprint of the C.l.A. Covert Opera­
tions l.D. card carried by members of the SOG 
(Studies and Observations Group) in S.E. Asia 
during the Viet Nam Era. 
" .. . Do not detain or question him! He is autho­
rized to wear civilian clothing, carry unusual 
personal weapons, pass into restricted areas, 
requisition equipment of all types .... " 
"If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc ... printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR $5.00 
RELIC ONLY! guaranteed! 

Devil 's Brigade 
Box 1625, Dept. 0189 
El Dorado, AR 71730 

112 page catalog 
$2.00 

(Free with order) 

TELL THE WORLD YOU SERVED! 
From $98 

in PRECIOUS metal 

ARMY-NAVY 
AIR FORCE -MARINES 
PRESTIGE RINGS you'll wear with pride. World 's 
largest selection of military rings. Over 1000 combi­
nations. Visa or MasterCard. Money Back Guarantee! 

Send S1 for full color catalog today. 

T-J JEWELRY CO . 
Box Y-SA, Apache Junction, AZ. 85217 

(Successors to Royal Mllltary Jewelry) 

Give a Friend a South Seas 
Island Girls Calendar 

All New! Hawa ii 's most beautiful women in 
full color Twelve months of great island 
bodies plus a bonus centerfold poster Order 
today for yourself or a fri end. 

r How to Order------------., 
Name ____________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

City _____________ _ 

State ________ Zip ___ _ 

Qty. Description Price Total 

1989 South Seas 6.00 
Island Girls Calendar 

Postage & Handling 1.00 
Total Enclosed 

Mail check or money order to : .. 
Hawa11an Resources Co. --
1123 Kapahulu Ave., Honolulu, HI 96816 

~------------------------~ 

N.Y.P.D. 
T-SHIRT - 100% Heavyweight cotton with the 
official 4-color emblem of the NYPD. 
S-M-L-XL $9.00 
POLO SHIRT - Highest quality white polo shirt 
with the 4-color emblem of the NYPD. S-M-L-XL 

$16.00 
SWEAT SHIRT - Highest quality white sweat 
shirt with the 4-color emblem of the NYPD . 
S-M·L-XL $18.00 
HATS - High quality cloth/mesh. Available 
in black, navy/white, navy with 
NYPD emblem $9.00 

TOP-STEP 
Dept. SF 

P.O. Box 3692 
Simi Valley, CA 93063 

Shipping & Handling on All Orders - $2.50 
Overseas orders add $4.50 

California residents add - 6% sales tax 

$11.95 

SECRETS OF MODERN 
KNIFE FIGHTING 
by David Steele 

B 'h" x 11 :· 149 pages , 1 BO photos . Knife Fighting history , 
techniques . and strate.gy lo insure the personal survival of 
Law Enforcement , Military, and Civilian who must : " GO IN 
HARMS WAY." 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
Stale ol the art investigalive/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best intelligence organizations. "Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;" NBC News states . . .. 533.00 

$22.95 
THE 
ANARCHIST 
COOKBOOK 
by William Powell 

The original . once restricted . now available. 

;_,?51 . $11.95 

-i~ ~;~~~~ARY'S 
written by Terry Edwards 

'./'"'\ ' edited by Robert K. Brown 

This technical book is the condensation of manuals , books , 
interviews, ARTICLES, and personal experience dealing with 
every aspect of the profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres. 
Paperback , 324 pgs ., 300 photos & drawings. 

11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD., N. HOLLYWOOD, CA 91601 • ATTN. MARY 
(8181 763·0e04 OPEN 7 DAYS 
Prices sub1ec1 to change • Catalog S2 00 • Orders paid with money order 
or credit card sent 1mmet1iately. personal check orders held 4 weeks 
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MEN, WOMEN, BOYS, GIRLS 
CURRENT GENUINE MILITARY GOV'T 

ISSUE M-65 FIELD COAT 
Woodland Camouflage and Olive Green 

ADJUSTABLE 
COLLAR 

HOOD ORA WCOAD 

. ~ EPAULETS 
-°./ y 
l'. , . ) -

'. '. ~..J .... .', ,, 

\ •\·~ lj.. f FULL CUT FOR 
~ I" Jr- MANEUVERABILITY 

6i~~l~~RGE /1 . ; · t--=1 \ 
POC~<H' ~ )1:t1;;~,:~\ ~~NLi; 

HEAV ~ c:::---
BRASS ZIPPERS ./ ·'\~~'-.:/ 

(1 ;· I \~ ,I , 
.BOTTOM ~ ~ 
DRAWCORD SNAP CLOSURES SLEEVE ADJUSTOR 

The latest U.S. Army Field Jacket made ol 50% nylon 
and 50" a cotton with water repellency. Features a zip-in 
hood. heavy duty front zipper and snaps. Drawcord on 
the hood. waist and bottom of jacket Four 14J large out­
side pockets with snaps. Great for skiing. bicycling. 
hunting. hiking. work or leisure. 
Men-Women Only Boys-Girls Only 

$39.50 $35.95 
SIZES: Men-Women-X-SrnL Sm!. Med. Lge. X-Lge 
COLORS: Men-Women- Woodland Camouflage. Olive 
Green. Swat Black. Jungle Tiger Stripe 
SIZES: Boys-Girls-Sm! 14-61. Med 18-IOJ. Lge 112-141. 
X-Lge 116-1 BJ 
COLORS: Boys-Girls- Woodland Camouflage 
M-65 Button In Lining SI 5.50 plus SJ.OD shipping & handling 

Send for Pro-Forma Invoice on Foreign Orders 
Mastercard and Visa accepted. Add 6"a. 

Slale size and color and mail S39.50 or S35.95 plus 
S4.00 per iackel lor shipping and handling lo: 

ALPINE MILITARY SALES 
P.O. Box 18380 • Knoxville, TN 37928-2380 

TELEPHONE NO: 615-922-7667 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 

CONSOLIDATED MARKETING 
PROUDLY PRESENTS 

THE SPECIAL SERVICES COLLECTION 

T·SHIRT- high quality, blue ringed shirt carries 
the official four color 3V2' crest of the CIA 
&M·L·XL $9.00 
POLO SHIRT-This high quality white polo car­
ries the official four color 3%" crest of the CIA 
&M-L-XL $15.00 
SWEAT SHIRT - Highest quality white sweat 
shirt with the four color CIA 3V2' crest imprinted 
on il &M·L-XL. $19.00 
HATS - High quality cloth/ mesh available in 
black, navy/ white, navy, with CIA crest. $9.00 
SPECIAL- Save $6.00!All four items $46.00 

CONSOLIDATED MARKETING 
1600 Fairfield, Suite 233 

Shreveport, LA 71101 
1 . 318. 222·2970 

VISA OR MASTERCARD ACCEPTED. 
Shipping & Handling on all orders - $2.00 

Shipped Via U.P.S. 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Money Back 

Dealers Please Inquire 
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LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s12ss 
Add $1.05 Hndl. 

Double edge 440 slainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath­
er sheath wilh quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt c lip. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept BK-1-SF 
156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 

The A I //TA~ H~avy Duty 
/-1 V / / /-1 D1pstand 

Train lo Peak Performance wilh lhis mass and strenglh 
building apparatus. Your arms and chest will quickly 
respond lo this exercise. Perfect for abdominal leg raises 
and your heavies\ weighled dips. 

Tile Ultimate uooer Bo111 workout 
Buill to last a lifetime, engineered for perfect balance and 
stabilily. Constructed of heavy gauge chromed steel, with 
cushioned grips and a non-slip base. 48 inches tall 
36 inches wide at base. 22 inches wide al grips. 28 lbs. 

Only $114.95 
plus $15 S&H 

Limited Quantity. 

Ol'llsr now 
1-800-846'6134 

24 HOUl'I 
MC IV I AMEX I C.0 .0. 

or send check/M.0. 
t~r _the: 

FITIEIS BROUf 
P.O. Box 251 

Edmonps, WA 98020 
Orders Shipped U.P.S. 

lmmedialely. 

IHIY 
llllEY ,,,. 
8111/fUTEE 

PllOUllL Y MADE II 
!IE Ul11£111TlHS Of -.:a 

THE ADVENTURE 
CONTINUES ... 

136 pages of high quality and f unctional 
gear; genuine military clothing and equ ip­
ment for outdoors, surv ival and the 
streets. Send $3.00 for copy of our fu ll 
color catalog . 
Name: _______________ _ 
Address: _____ ____ ____ _ 

City: ___ ____________ _ 

State: ____ _ __ Zip: ______ _ 

M ai l This A d To: 

U.S. CAVALRY~ 
WORLD "S FINEST M ILITARY AND A DVENTURE EQUIPMENT 

Dept. SFOl 

L.:855 Centennia l Av~adcl~KY 40160-9000 _J 

Authorized 
Sweater for U.S. 

Marine Personnel 

* Made in the USA * 

100% Money Back Guarantee 
Wirhin 30 days 

Available in adult sizes SI MI LIXL 
Please specify Black or Militaiy Khaki 
Send $39.99 + $2.50 postage and 
handling to: 

AFTER MIDNIGHT 
2352 N.W. 37th Avenue 

Coconut Creek, FL 33066 

Mi~ =:1. 
or call 

8 0 0 -537-0801 
(please allow 2 to 3 weeks for delivery) 

Dealer inquiries welcome 
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Continued from page 101 

rounds landed in the garrison. 
''After the third round exploded nearby, 

me and a roommate rushed into a cave to 
seek shelter," he says. "The others then 
escaped. The booming was so loud that we 
put our fingers in our ears. We thought the 
roof would collapse. We thought this has to 
be something damned strong, something 
new!" ""' 

RED PRINCE 
Continued from page 61 

were stationed in Cambodia or Laos . That 
was true. We commuted to the war there by 
helicopter. (The CIA operatives we saw in 
Laos must have been figments of our imag­
inations.) 

A lot of good Americans died or dis­
appeared in the State Department's "neutral 
countries" where no Americans were sta­
tioned. 

"Hell, if they captured us and tortured us 
into admitting that we were Americans, the 
commies in the State Department would 
simply say we deserted . Such bureaucratic 
bullshit," Jake told Pete . 

Finally, halfway through the third day of 
interrogation, an airborne colonel stood up 
and echoed Pete's sentiments . 

"They were just doing their job," he 
said. "Why are we treating them as war 
criminals or something when we should be 
giving them medals?" 

A few hours later, the grilling ended . Pete 
and Jake returned to Kontum. Three days 
later, they returned to the tri-border area of 
Laos, Cambodia and South Vietnam. 

The mission which had led to their grill­
ing in Saigon was one of the more notewor­
thy in MACV/SOG annals. 

During the summer of 1968, MACY/ 
SOG recon teams running missions into 
Laos and Cambodia from FOB #2 in Kon­
tum and FOB #6 in Ho Ngoc Tao outside of 
Saigon, were suffering extreme WIA, MIA 
and KIA statistics . Their ranks were dwin­
dling quickly . 

At least two teams from FOB # 1 in Phu 
Bai and several FOB # 4 teams in Da Nang, 
which later became CCN, were sent to 
alleviate the critical manpower shortages in 
FOB #2 and FOB #6. 

Pete and Jake 's team of Chinese Nungs 
was flown to Kontum during the summer of 
1968. Pete and Jake were the only Amer­
icans on the team. They liked to run their 
missions with four indigenous troops, the 
fierce and fearless Nungs. 

The mission which led to the grilling in 
Saigon was to locate and photograph a mas­
sive NV A base camp in the tri-border area. 
The NVA had been continually operating 
and expanding the complex, both above and 
underground, since early 1964 - at a time 
when Viet Cong propagandists were telling 
the world (and the media was dutifully re­
porting) - that they were fighting a 
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"nationalist" war by themselves, without 
the assistance of North Vietnamese Army 
(NVA) troops . (By 1968, that lie was be­
lieved only by the media, which kept repeat­
ing it, and by idiots in the State Depart­
ment.) 

Green Berets and CIA operatives had 
documented massive North Vietnamese 
troop and supply movement in the tri-border 
area, and MACV/SOG brass wanted to learn 
more about this particular staging area. 

The mission started ordinarily enough. 
Vietnamese-piloted H-34 helicopters 
(Kingbees) inserted the Spike Team atop a 
knoll in elephant grass 12-15 feet tall. The 
terrain was rough with steep mountains. 

For three days , the ST humped cautiously 
through the jungle, heading toward the base 
camp . Jake later reported, "This was some 
of the toughest and most physically arduous 
terrain our team had ever moved through . 
By the end of the third day, we were beat. 
We were hurtin' for certain. Because we 
stayed away from the trails, the jungle was 
killing us. " 

Also, the team started getting a little edgy 
when it heard noises it couldn't identify in 
the distance. 

Shortly before sunset, the team crossed a 
minor footpath and set up a RON (rest over 
night) spot in the thickest jungle it could 
find. The site was located on the side of a 
mountain, which meant the men had to tie 
themselves to the trees to keep from rolling 
down the slope while sleeping. 

In the morning, the ST moved out at first 
light and quickly encountered a major 
branch of the Ho Chi Minh Trail complex. 
About 20 yards back from the trail was a 
ditch that ran parallel to it, a perfect site for 
an ambush. Pete radioed for permission to 
abandon the primary mission in favor of the 
secondary one, which was to capture an 
NV A POW. His request was approved 
quickly by the brass . 

The team swiftly but meticulously pre­
pared the ambush. It planted sticks of C-4 in 
the middle of the kill zone, about 6 feet back 
from the trail. The purpose of these was not 
to kill but to knock one or two NV A soldiers 
unconscious. Deadly Claymore mines were 
then positioned approximately 25 feet on 
either side of the C-4, with the mines set at 
angles to ensure that upon detonation the 
lethal arcs of ball bearings would cross in 
such a fashion that only the person in the 
center of the zone would not be shredded. 

Another set of Claymores were set up, 
further extending the kill zone. A third pair 
was placed on the flanks , and a fourth pair 
was set to secure the rear. A final Claymore 
was planted in the center of the team, to be 
detonated during the escape-and-evasion 
phase. 

At about 1100 hours the ST saw VC mov­
ing south on the trail. The unit consisted of 
25-30 troops . Pete photographed them. 

Then the first uniformed NV A soldiers 
moved through the kill zone. 

"We could hear them talking as we took 
their pictures. Then the total started to 
mount," Jake told debriefers later. "Hell, 

before we knew it more than a hundred 
NV A had marched through our kill zone. 

"Needless to say, our collective pucker 
factor was minus zero. All of a sudden, the 
seriousness of our situation dawned on us. It 
wasn't a game anymore. And this division 
or regiment was simply too damned big for 
us to mess with." 

There were more surprises to come. 
Within minutes, some Pathet Lao and more 
NV A troops were passing through the kill 
zone . And then the ST members rubbed 
their collective eyes, as Pete found himself 
photographing a man being carried on an 
ornate chair which rested on two poles. He 
was borne on the shoulders of eight soldiers. 

"We could see the guy in the chair. He 
was dressed real fancy like, and he had two 
oriental women with him. Two beautiful 
women, dressed like the class women in 
Saigon. They weren't dressed like your 
ordinary Saigon hooker," Jake said. 

The dude in the chair was surrounded by a 
contingent of military men wearing fancy 
uniforms and spit-shined boots, "like they 
were ready for an inspection or some­
thing." 

Then the procession stopped right in the 
middle of the kill zone. 

The fancy-looking dude got down from 
his chair, and several of the soldiers started 
moving into the jungle to relieve them­
selves. 

Several NV A soldiers moved to within a 
few feet of ST members. 

One of the NV A's urine landed next to 
one of the ST's Nungs. 

''They were getting too close, so Pete 
said 'Fuck it!' and gave the signal to blow 
the ambush," Jake said later. "So we blew 
it! 

"Many of the guys relieving themselves 
were relieved of their lives, as we blew them 
back into eternity. 

"Instantly, the guy in the chair was his­
tory. 

"They were having some sort of meet-
· ing, when we blew it .. . We heard 'em 
scream. We did a lot of damage. We killed a 
lot of people." 

Tragically, one of the Nungs jumped up 
too soon, apparently because one NVA was 
about to urinate on him, and the Claymore 
backblast killed both of them. 

Pete blew the flank security Claymores as 
the NV A reacted with a sudden and fierce 
response which caught the ST by surprise . 

The ST began its E&E after blowing its 
final Claymore. 

Pilots would later report that there were at 
least 100 dead soldiers visible from the air in 
the kill zone. 

As the team members withdrew, they 
emptied their CAR-15s. Finally, Pete and 
Jake decided to run for it. 

As Jake turned to run , two AK rounds 
ripped into the PRC-25 radio he was car­
rying inside the indigenous rucksack on his 
back and slammed him to the ground , in the 
process eliminating their primary means of 

Continued on page 112 
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CLASSIFIED 
- '1<· -

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - $2.00 per word per Inser­
tion - $40.00 minimum. All ads MUST BE PREPAID and 
received by the 1st, four months prior to Issue cover date. 
Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with authorizing 
signature, a telephone number (for our Illes) and full pay­
ment. Advertisers offering Information packets for a fee 
must send a sample of packet (packets will not be re­
turned). Name, address and telephone number are to be 
Included In your word count. EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 2 
words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as DI, SGT, 
20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphenated 
words and telephone numbers are counted as two words. 
No personal services ads accepted. We reserve the right 
to refuse, delete or change any copy which we determine 
to be objectionable. Mall classified ads with payment to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, Classified Dept., P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

READfl'IS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI­
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB­
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE· SHOULD SEEK ASSIST­
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE­
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER­
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 

Dear Readers: 
As promised, we have categorized our classlfled ads for 

your convenience. Our aim Is to serve you better. Please 
feel free to write to us and give us your criticism of the new 
format or any suggestions. Thank you. 

Our new categories, In order, are: 
Apparel 

Books • Magazines 
Business Opportunities 

Collectors 
Education 

Employment 
Firearms • Accessories 

For Sale 
Free 

Instruction 
Knives • Bayonets 
Malling Services 
Miscellaneous 

Optics 
Security Products 

Surplus 
Survival 
Training 
Vehicles 
Videos 
Wanted 

International 
Military Supply 

P.O. Box 2568 • Columbus. GA 31902 U.S.A. 

$12.95 
100% RIP 

STOP CODON 

EMBROIDERED 
NAME TAG 
Add $2.95 

Add $3.00 Shipping 

1-800-24 7-4541 
GA Call Collect (404) 689·3455 

Catalog $2.00 
Relundable with order 
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APPAREL 
CAPS, WITH MILITARY insignias of elite fighting forces. Send 
SASE for illustrated folders. A&D Products, Box 286-S 118, 
Belair, MD 21014. (140) 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION CAMOUFLAGE Current Issue 
F-1 Suits in "LIZARD" Camo. New $69; Matching Camo Caps 
$17; 1960's Garno Caps "Bigeard" $17. AH.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. MasterCard & Visa Accepted! (1 35) 

SPECIAL FORCES CAPS Black baseball style, adjustable. 
Ranger, 101 st, 82nd, USMC recon, Weapons Instructor. Com­
bat Pistol Team, Death From Above, USMC Bulldog in Red 
and Yellow. $5.00 each plus $1 .50 postage/handling. Will 
duplicate your unit insignia on cap of your choice $60/dozen. 
CUSTOM CAPS, Box 654-S, Randallstown, MD 21133. (135) 

TIGERSTRIPE CAMOUFLAGE 1968 Pattern as worn in the 
movie "THE GREEN BERETS" Suit $70; Shortbrimmed 
Boonie Hats $16; AH.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80211. 
MasterCard & VISA Accepted! (135) 

BAD TO THE BONET-Shirt screen graphics $19.95. M-L-XL 
Jimmy's Hobby Center, PO Box 6041 , Gary, IN 46406-0041. 
(135) 

COMBAT FLYER SCARVES white, pure silk, 70"L x 9"W. 
$24.95 ppd. Check or money order only. Mulberry Lane, Box 
196, Newport, VT 05855. (137) 

T-SHIRTS: MEXICAN FEDERAL HIGHWAY PATROL$8.50, 
Bandido Task Force Investigator imprinted on lett breast with 
Bandido logo $8.00; Detective with humorous phrase $9.00; 
Executive Protection Embassy Detail $8.00; Graduate Terror­
ism Institute $8; J. Edgar Hoover (profile) is back and is he 
pissed $8.00; KGB $9.75; Add $3.00 shipping. Texas residents 
add 7 percent tax. All shirts 50-50 American made. Sizes 
S-M·L-XL. Let us do your agency or unit insignia on shirts, 
caps, sweats, T-Shirts, notebooks, cups, etc. Visa. Master­
Card accepted. FAYLE STREET EMBASSY, PO Box 881, 
Baytown, TX 77522. (135) 

XXLG & XXXLG CAMOUFLAGE , U.S.A. Woodland Camo, 
Desert Camo & Tigerstripe Only $65.00 Suit. 0 .D., Black & 
Metro Garno Only $75.00 Suit 0.D. & Woodland M65 Field 
Jackets $80.00 ea. AH.A., Box 21606, Denver, Co 80221. 
(135) 

FAMOUS GERMAN JACK BOOTS $59 ppd. Sz 6-12 Limited 
Supply, Used #1 condition. Catalog 1000's items $1 .00. 
AMMO DUMP, 2607 Hennepin # 405, Minneapolis, MN 55408. 
(140) 

JR CAMO BOU JACKETS $15; 2 for $26. Pants $12; 2 for 
$22. all ppd, Sz 8-18, used, washed. Huge catalog $1. AMMO 
DUMP, 260·7 Hennepin # 410, Minneapolis, MN 55408. (140) 

FOREIGN CAMOUFLAGE Jacket and trousers. All mint, un­
issued. Cypriot $75. Spanish $55. Some Brazilian lett with cap 
$70. Also: Omani, special NATO tan and water camouflage, 
Egyptian, others. C.O.D. available. $3 shipping. (812) 876-
2171. Western Survival, PO Box 48, Spencer, IN 47460. (135) 

BOOKS • MAGAZINES 
UNARMED COMBAT Survive the streets! New, ultra-powerful 
self-defense system. Hardcore book reveals secrets. $13. Lib­
ra Enterprises, PO Box 31719 Dept. SOF, San Francisco, CA 
94131-0719. (135) 

INTRIQUE PUBLICATIONS 
SURVIVAL • DISGUISE • PRIVACY 

LEGAL SELF HELP • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS 
NEW IDENTITY • NEW WAYS OF FIGHTING BACK 

THESE AND MANY MORE CONTROVERSIAL 
SUBJECTS AVAILABLE 

HUGE 64-Pg DISCOUNT CATALOG - $1 .00 (ref.) 

INTRIQUE • 1008X Tenth St. Sacramento, CA 95814 

W.W. II COLLECTORS on:n 40.000 n.:lls 
Hals·Badges·Medals ol all Nations. 
U.S. Officer's Cap (new from 
original U.S. maker), tan with 
brown leather visor, chin strap 
and U.S. Eagle pin. State size S, 
M, or Lg.. . ......... $58.00 

W.W.#2 Ltd., Box 2063-T, St. Louis, MO 63158 

MIUTAllY ~ \'EllH~J,ES 
ADS · \UTICtES · i\'EWS 

One year 
6 issues - - - $12 

Two years 
12 issues - - $20 

Subscribe now. 
P.O. Box 1748L 

Union, N.J. 07083 

THE iUAUUE'l'PV\CE 
Hm iUIUTAilY VEHH~tES 

MOST UNIQUE, INFORMATIVE, REALISTIC KNIFE FIGHT­
ING book ever published! Put 'Em Down - Take 'Em Out -
Knife Fighting Techniques from Folsom Prison, by Don Pente· 
cost, Paladin Press. $12.95 plus $2.00 postage/handling. 
Make check payable: Don Pentecost, (PO Box 172, Lake 
Elsinore, CA 92331 ). Free information, additional products: 
Amis-Kali, Philippine training, Tired of the same old B.S.? The 
latest counter-violence of America's toughest maximum secur­
ity prison. Learn from the only individual who has "been there" 
and willing to instruct. (139) 

LEARN PRISON KNIFE FIGHTING Most unique. informative, 
realistic knife fighting book ever published! Put 'Em Down -
Take 'Em Out! Knife Fighting From Folsom Prison, by Don 
Pentecost, Paladin Press. $12.95 plus $2.00 postage/hand­
ling. Make check payable: Don Pentecost, (PO Box 172, Lake 
Elsinore, CA 92331). Free information/additional programs: 
Phillipine-Thail and overseas self-defense training. World ulti· 
mate program experience. Amis-Kali, private prison knife fight­
ing instruction, Philippine atterhours entertainment, investor 
opportunities. Author (Don Pentecost) world's foremost knife/ 
prison weapon instructor will exchange experience/private in­
struction for two-year expenses paid stay in Philippines. (138) 

MOST UNIQUE, INFORMATIVE, REALISTIC knife fighting 
book ever published! Put 'Em Down - Take 'Em Out Knife 
Fighting From Folsom Prison, by Don Pentecost, Paladin 
Press. Send $14.95 check plus $2.00 postage/handling: Don 
Pentecost, PO Box 172, Lake Elsinore, CA 92331. (135) 

" MOST DANGEROUS BOOK EVER PUBLISHED" NBC, 
can you duplicate CIA tricks; save on surveillance gear; listen 
thru walls; see in the dark; get unlisted phone numbers, credtt/ 
personal records; chemically read through envelopes; etc? 
HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY, 264 pages, 
8'kx11 , $33. postpaid, CEP INCORPORATED, PO Box 865· 
SOK, Boulder, CO 80306, (303) 443-2294. (137) 

" 101 WAYS TO EASE OUT OF THE RAT RACE" . . . start 
planning NOW! Over 200 pages tell how to change identity, 
drop your cost of living to zero, make your earnings tax free, 
where to move for privacy and much more! $1 4.95 to: Cheribe 
Publishing Co, Box 100, Wolverton, MN 56594. (139) 

U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 
1940 through Current 
Large Catalog, $2.00 

SAUNDERS 
Box 3133-SF •Naples, FL 33939-3133 

LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 

lllLY $995 
POSTPAID 

Fires 2 2 c a l , tear ~ gas or blank ammo , 
Solid meta l . 6 sho~ clip :-! 
;~~c~i~~ firing . i th in- • 

F or self- protection, theatre, doq . , 
training, sports . Purchaser must ' 1:0 sllipment 10 
De over 2 1. Money back guarantee. New VOfk or 

WESTBURY SALES CO. cou1., ... 
Dept. TA-1-SF, 156 Post Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 

A.ppro><d by Coll/. D<pl. of Public lmt111CI. 

THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 

Ir DEPT. SF812, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 1 
Ru•h me your "Detective" Career Kit-No salesman wlll calf. I 

I • - 'I 
1~~ I 
l~'!!"~ - - - - - - - - - - -:J 
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NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE M11gazine. is 
a magazine of national and interna­
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation .may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensin'g requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con­
sult the local law enforcement au­
thorities in their area. 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS Protect property. Win custody. 
Sharpest tactics revealed. 228-page book, $16.95. Visa/MC 
accepted. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Valley, 
CA 92728. (140) 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN WAR BOOKS unobtainable 
USA. Write: Galago Publishing, PO Box 404, Alberton 1450, 
South Africa. Catalog $1. (138) 

ORIGINAL CIA Black Book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $12.95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 228A, Croton, OH 43010. (140) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY Many unusual informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures : 
MENTOR, Dept G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd. , Flushing, NY 
11354. (141) 

KICKASSI MORE MAYHEM FROM THE MASTER OF 
MALICE - by George Hayduke. This latest revenge-filled 
opus will satisfy your thirst for vengeance; all-new techniques! 
5'kx8'k. hardcover, 196 pp. Send $21.45 ppd. to: PALADIN 
PRESS, PO Box 1307-9AQK, Boulder, CO 80306. (136) 

Sub - Iron Cross - Wound 
Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = $20.00. All are 
full size, not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. #1 or #2 (state choice). We have most 
complete stock of W.W. #2 German badges-caps-fla s, 
etc . in U.S. I ' • I 111 

Postpaid . ( ent free wi th any order). 
Our 224 page fully illustrated CATALOG - $5.00. 

W.W. #2 Ltd. Box 2063·F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 

CABLE-TV BOXES 
Descramblers • Converters 

FREE CATALOG 
TRANS-WORLD CABLE CO. 

12062Southwest117th Ct., Suite 126 
Miami, Florida 33186 

800-442-9333 

The Most Powerful 
Slingshot in the world 
c;,S'-'\'" " 

··' Jtt..C.c.~ /oo 
011 % ~ 

\) t. I,). Qllrf 

"i'ioqe i"q 

We Pay Postage ''-• us 
* More "muzzle" energy than som'i .22 cal. cartridges. 
* Shoots 184 gr. lead ball 150 cal.) 200 ft. per sec. 
* Om 300 yard range. * Kill instantly grouse, duck, squirrel. rabbit, raccoon. 

cat, dog, fox, badger, "'" coyote. 
* Shoots 50 cal. holes clear thru 1/4" olywood. * Up to 50 lb. draw (can you pull it ?). 

Slingshot w ith 4 extra power bands: 120!..! 
f:xtra power bands : 53!.! per set. Ammo: 58!! per lb. 

''· •""°~· ,, y.b -:-..t. \.~ 
.. li,<:i• ,,,_be."l :~. ":b"'"''f.ef. ..li..S• • 

d•\'I' ..,_-...•\ )<f' ,j, <0
' d•\'I' 

\JI ~ f:f- 0~e \"J • ~ V 

£'(.9:- .. '· ..... -· -··· ' ~1' '-~~ c,e'f. ::~ . ~~<P ~ ' .• 
0~•• • Will Send CO.D. 702-361-8341 

Ron Sinclair 279 E. Warm Springs Rd. #6, Las Vegas, NV 89123 
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IS YOUR LIFE WORTH 3 BUCKS? Our new catalog of milit­
ary, outdoor & survival gear is! Dog Tags $5.50/set. Ground 
Zero, PO Box 228A, Croton, OH 43013. (140) 

LE MERCENAIREI Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror­
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15/year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (141) 

YOU CAN FIND ANYONE! Secretly obtain unlisted phone 
numbers, confidential postal and DMV records, birth/death, 
credit and confidential court records. Author reveals every 
source, method and trick known. Locate old friends, lost lover, 
debtors and enemies. For profit, fun or adventure, satisfaction 
guaranteed. For your copy of YOU CAN FIND ANYONE I send 
$14.95 plus $1.50 postage. TARGET BOOKS, 407-B W. Santa 
Clara, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (137) 

INVESTIGATIVE NEWS! America's number one, all new, in­
formation newsletter. Each issue is jam packed with informa­
tion and articles on skip tracing, bounty hunting, surveillance, 
street survival, interrogation techniques, undercover, execu­
tive protection, terrorism, criminal investigations and civil litiga­
tion. Also included are book and product reviews, confidential 
reports and hard to find information. One year subscription only 
$39.95. Satisfaction guaranteed. INVESTIGATIVE NEWS, 
407-SF W Santa Clara, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (137) 

NEW BOOK CATALOG I 50 page catalog describes over 300 
fascinating titles. The best books available on weaponry and 
dozens of other subjects! Send $1 to: PALADIN PRESS, PO 
Box 1307QT, Boulder, CO 80306. (140) 

WILD GAME RECIPES for. the serious hunter or cook. From 
Antelope Scallopini to 1902 Clam Chowder. Order now before 
the hunting season starts. Send $12.95 to Shenandoah Heart­
ley Publications, PO Box 1109, El Mirage, AZ. 85335. (135) 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS big money and adventure with 
our proven professional techniques. Learn how in our critically 
acclaimed bestseller. Send $14.95 to Tower Hill Press, PO Box 
1132, Doylestown, PA 18901. (142) 

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES 
MAKE MONEY on Government Surplus! Send $3. for Report. 
Money-back guarantee. SANDY & GOLDIE'S, 4 Tremont 

. Ave., Brentwood, NY 11717. (135) 

"IMPORT-EXPORT, a home business, or a great side business 
for adventurers. Details. Birdco, Box 1249-SF, Chiefland, FL 
32626. (139) 

BUMPERSTICKER PRINTER Cheap, Simple, Portable, Free 
Details, Bumper, PO Box 22791 (ABM), Tampa, FL 33622. 
(140) 

EDINBURGH MILITARY TATTOO 

I J':tv I on Video for the first time I $39 · 951 
75 minutes of pogeontn;. precision fonnotion marching and militorv 
ceremonial splendor. 

BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 
De p a rtme nt 6 

P.O. Box 50473. • Nashville, TN 3720 5 

8" 
440 
Blade 
Saw Teeth 
That Work! 
13" overall 
length. 

Offering 
My Hollow Handle 

Survival & Combat Knife 
Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 

Only 

$225°0 

All slainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 

~KNIVES J! 
CUSTOM HA N DM A D E KNIVE S 

by Robert Parish 
1922 Spartanburg Hwy. Hendersonville, NC 28739 

Phone (704) 692-3466 
"Send $2.00 for complete catalog." 

FREEDOM COUNTRY 

™t - . 

20 BIG acres in WESTERN MONTANA, start ing at $9850. 

~~~~.t ;g~~~N~~~k~:ci~~~ ·F~~i~i~r ~l~~~~h~d ~i~~~: 
Yellowstone and Glacier National Parks nearby. GUARAN· 
TEED ACCESS, INSURED TITLE, WARRANTY DEED. FREE 
color brochure, photos, maps. 

-FULL MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE­
CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-Sq2-5990 

TREASURE STATE RANCHES 
210 Milwaukee Street, Dept. S 

Deer Lodge, Montana 59722 - (406) 846-1000 

WE NEED AUTHORS TO WRITE innovative romances and 
action adventures. Send SAE. plus return postage coupons 
for guidelines, to: G&K, Ste. 211, 5050 Dufferin St., Down­
sview, Ontario, M3H 5T5 Canada. (135) 

$200/DAY POSSIBLE! Buying, selling scrap gold, silver, plati­
num in your area. Free information: Recycling, Box 11216SF, 
Reno, NV 89510-1216. (137) 

BE A GUN DEALER! Buy firearms wholesale! Kit includes 
license application, instructions, advice. Sell from home/apart­
ment. $5. Sandhill Arms, Dept. SF1, Box 336, Roswell, NM 
88202. (139) 

COLLECTORS 
RHODESIAN AND SOUTH AFRICAN BADGES medals, 
books and militaria. Send $1 for list. Kaplans, Box 890638, 
Lyndhurst, 2106 Johannesburg, South Africa. (140) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for police catalog. 8-Bec SF1187, 
Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90702. (137) 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly list. SPEC SF1287, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90702. 
(137) 

VIETNAM VESTS & COLLECTORS Combat tapes, books, 
souvenirs, posters, militaria and more. Send two 25¢ stamps 
for catalog. Bien Hoa Productions, (DSOF), Box 56, Fayettevil­
le, AK 72702. (140) 

BRITISH MILITARIA Authentic collectibles from the 1800's 
through WWII, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal Marines, 
Parachute Regiment, SAS. Insignia, Headwear, Badges, 
Uniforms, Medals, Boer War Helmets, etc. Send $5 for catalog, 
$12 overseas. British Collectibles Ltd., Dept. A 2113 Wilshire 
Blvd ., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (136) 

BRITISH/SCOTTISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN­
TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc. , of 
Elite British/Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO 
Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (137) 

WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, helmets, 
everything! Illustrated catalog $10. (refundable) Disco, Box 
331-X, Cedarburg, WI 53012. (143) 

BRITISH WWII STEEL HELMET w/liner and chin straps, VG. 
$14.95 pp. Send $1. for current listings: Globe Militaria, Inc., 
RFD 1 Box 269, Keene, NH 03431. (138) 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, DI pins, 
T-shirts, New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1 . Sat­
gong Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (138) 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA Insignia, flags, medals, uniforms, 
daggers, camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog, $2. 
Kruppr, Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (138) 

REPRODUCED POSTAGE STAMP PINS honoring Vietnam 
Veterans. Also Vietnam Wall Memorial, American Legion, 
VFW, POW/MIA. Excellent gifts or fund raisers. $4. each plus 
$2.25 shipping/handling. Quantity discounts. Show your pride 
in serving your country. PACK 'N' MAIL, 3952 East 42nd St. 
Ste. S, Odessa, TX 79762 (915) 367-8525. (136) 

WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd, Collector's 
Armory! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog $5 (refundable) . Relics, Box 261 -D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (139) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Ass~ssination/conspiracy re­
search materials: videocassettes, audiotapes, photographs, 
literature. Catalogue $3. Collector's Archives, Box 2, Beacons­
field, Quebec. H9W 5T6. (137) 

EDUCATION 
TERMPAPER ASSISTANCE. 15,278 papers available! 306-
page catalog-rush $2. Research, 11322 Idaho, # 206EX, Los 
Angeles, CA 90025. TOLL FREE HOTLINE: 800-351-0222. 
(California: 213-477-8226). (136) 

l" The Black Falcone 

''Worn By Adventurers 
Pilots and 

Soldiers World Wide" 

CREDIT CARO PHONE ORDERS 
CALL 15 121697 d900 
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EMPLOYMENT 
JOBS, CRUISESHIPS, TUGS, SHIPS, RIVERBOATS, OIL­
RIGS: Women-Men . Work month-home month. USA plus 
overseas. Information $3. Marine Employment, Box 242, Cen­
tral , IN 47110. (137) 

POLICE OFFICERS WANTED National publication list current 
openings, giving salary and requirements. One year $29.95. 
Six months subscription $19.95. POLICE CAREER DIGEST, 
Dept. B, PO Box 1672, Eaton Park, FL 33840. (135) 

FIREARMS• ACCESSORIES 
MOLY-COAT FIREARMS FOR CORROSION RESISTANCE 
and longer service life. Complete instructions $10. Systems, 
SF189, PO Box 381 , Sabinal, TX 78881. (135) 

FULL-AUTO BB GUN 3,000 rpm, 850 psi., 150 yard range. 
Rugged metal design. Build yourself. Free information. P&P 
Publications, PO Box 72595, Atlanta, GA 30339. (135) 

MAGS MAGS MAGS: Standard and large capacity magazines 
available for most pistols and rifles, modem and obsolete. 
FREE SHIPPING on all orders. For FREE price list write to: 
PATHFINDER SALES, PO Box 10707, Gladstone, Ml 64118. 
(135) 

FOR SALE 
WATERBALOON SLINGSHOT Launches waterbaloons 130 
yards. Guaranteed. Send check or money order for $12. to 
C.X. Blaster, PO Box 3843F, South Pasadena, CA 91030-
6843. (135) 

GERMAN M43 WWII HELMETS cpl wtliner & strap $69 plus 5 
pp. Genuine steel like new - very limited supply. VISA/MC 
612-377-6714. Complete catalog $1 . (or 4-25¢ stamps) 
Adolf's, 2607 Hennepin, #310, Minneapolis, MN 55408. (141) 

U.N. OBSERVER/PEACEKEEPER BERETS Sky Blue Beret 
with U.N. Enamelled Metal Crests $28.00. A.H.A. , Box 21606, 
Denver, Co 80221. (135) 

SILENT DEATH Beautiful hand crested cedar arrows, broad­
heads and inserts for compound and recurve. Samples $5. 
Arrow, PO Box 5935, Lighthouse Point, FL 33074. (135) 

TIGERSTRIPE MARINE CAPS Special Operations Pattern 
only $17.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (135) 

BOOBY TRAP ALARMS smoke grenades, flares (aerial­
ground), fuse, bird bombs, simulators, pyrotechnics. Catalog 
$2. Aztec, Dept. S-1, Box 1888, Norcross, GA 30091. (140) 

MILITARY ELECTRONICS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack 
Radio, compact, 50-54 MHz FM, Receiver-Transmitter sec­
tions, case, antenna, crystal: $17.50 a piece complete, $32.50/ 
pair. Patrol Seismic Intrusion Device (PSID) TRC-3: $42.50 a 
piece, $147.50/set of four. R-108 Vehicular/Field Receiver, 
20-28 MHz: $27.50 mint. Baytronics, PO Box 591, Sandusky, 
OH 44870. (139) 

GOVERNMENT SEIZED HOMES from $1 . You repair. Also 
properties for back taxes. For complete details and foreclo­
sures list call : 1-615-822-2770, ext 168. (135) 

.50 CAL MACHINE GUN Complete Inert Shells. (Slight Sur­
face Tarnish). 194 3/4 Marked Issue. Packed 10 rds. per box; 
25/$13.50 plus $4; 50/$23.50 plus $6; 100/$42.50 plus $9. 
Metal belt links 6e each. Free ammo/artillery listing! Joe 
Jelinek, 1201 F Cottage Grove, Chicago Heights, IL 60411 . 
312-758-2183. (140) 

DOG TAGS Set of 2 tags, long and short chain. 5 fifteen space 
lines. $4/set. No exlra charge for printing or shipping. Hill, 2908 
Elm Hill, Nashville, TN 37214. (140) 

VIETNAM 
VETERANS 

RINGS 

cWMF/F. Hart 
Royalties go to Vietnam 
Veterans Memorial Fund 

Cast in stainless steel. Expertly modeled 
Vietnam Veterans' statue and the RVN medal 
are displayed in bold relief on ring sides. Bezel 
reads VIETNAM VETERAN. 
Red or Blue European spine/ stones . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $64.95. 
Marine Corp emblem mountBd on red stone $74.95. 
Green spine/ and birthstones available . . . $74.95. 

Size accuracy is very important due to the hardness of 
the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery times. Add $2.00 
for shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 
EAGLE LTD • 1051 Opal Dr. 

Prescott, AZ. 86303 • (602) 778-5656 
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GET THE ADV ANT AGEi The following supplies will get you 
respect, protect you, and give you the advantage! Authentic 
badges made from diecast steel: SPECIAL POLICE, SPECIAL 
OFFICER, SECURITY GUARD. Silver, $13. Gold , $15. 
Optional l.D. badge case, $6. Handcuffs: Police issue style, 
double lock, nickel plated, $24. Handcuff carrying case , heavy 
guage black leather with belt hook, $19. In today's world you 
need the advantage! We have what it takes. All prices include 
shipping/handling. Send cash, check, or M.0 . to Ideal Dis­
count, 228 Main St., Brockton, MA 02401 . (138) 

REMEMBER BASIC TRAINING? Former Green Beret, Pre­
ston Ransone, brings it to life again on an audio cassette that 
will have you laughing and groaning. Send $9.95 to PMR 
Productions, Box 805, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. (137) 

SURVEILLANCE-COUNTERMEASURES! Weapons, Secret 
Devices, More "Huge" Complete Catalog $5 (refundable). Pro­
tector, PO Box 520294, Salt Lake City, UT 84152. (137) 

SOG·CIA SPY CARD: "Do not detain or question!" "Autho­
rized to carry unusual personal weapons!" "Direct orders of the 
President" Reprint of the famous Vietnam Covert operations 
ID card with report . $3 each, 2 for $5. Lane's Drawer 998(SJ), 
El Segundo, CA 90245. (135) 

FREE 
SAVE$$$ ON AMMUNITION & ACCESSORIES No licence 
required to purchase. For our FREE 36 page catalog mail us 
your name and address or call (24 hours) 404-446-2429. 
ATLANTA DISCOUNT AMMO, Dept. M, Box 627, Norcross, 
GA 30091 . (140) 

BAYONETS-CHILEAN, SWEDISH, MAUSER, ETC. Free 
List. Send name, address to Bacon Creek Gun Shop, PO Box 
814, Corbin, KY 40701 -0814 USA. (135) 

FREE INFORMATION Don't talk. Take action! Phillippine/Tai­
land overseas unarmed street-defense/weapons training. Life­
time experience. Ultimate program/entertainment anywhere. 
Amis-Kali , mailing list, instructors program, prison knife fight­
ing book/instruction. BUKSAN, PO Box 172, Lake Elsinore, CA 
92331 . (135) 

SCANNER FREQUENCY DIRECTORY: FBI , ATF, Marshals, 
Border, Immigration, CIA, Customs, Secret Service, Military, 
More! 150,000 Listings! FREE Catalog. CAB, Box 56F, Cam­
mack, NY 11725. (135) 

FREE: VIDEO, BOOK CATALOG: The best titles on 
weapons, survival, military and many other subjects. J. Flores, 
Box 163001-B, Miami, FL 33175. (135) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS Guaranteed satisfaction. Send $1 
for postage. Melisa, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF89-A, Honolulu, HI 
96806. (140) 

FREE CATALOG I Army Navy surplus, collectible WWII items, 
Nazi regalia, medals, flags, weapons, send five (5) 22¢ stamps 
postage. Ammo Dump, 2607 HENNEPIN #433, Minneapolis, 
MN 55408. (140) 

SURVEILIANCE 
Investigative and security aids, optical equip­
mcru. executive pro tection, communications 
and C<>Untcnncasures. 

Send S2.00 to the Su1''eillance Specialists -
Sherwood Communications Assoc- Lid. 

P.O. Box 535 S Soutl1ampton, PA 18%6 
(215) 357-9065 

PROFESSIONAL HUNTING & THROWING KNIVES Free 
catalog and throwing instructions. Send sell addresed 
stamped envelope to: Tru-Bal "S", PO Box 1281 , Cape 
Canaveral, FL 32920. (136) 

INSTRUCTION 
"PHONES BUGGED?" Find Out! Easy to follow steps written 
by expert. No expensive equipment. Residential only. Details 
$5. Box 3255, Boston, MA 02101. (139) 

KNIFE FIGHTING, MENTAL TRAINING Street combat­
complete certified home study. Books, videos, mini-manuals 
by 8th degree black belt and chief combat instructor for US 
Police Defensive Tactics Association. Dr. John LaTourrette, 
PhD. Details $2 to Applegate Enterprises, Dept.SF 890, Biddle 
Rd., Ste. 337, Medford, OR 97504. (137) 

MOONSHINE a historical and instructional text with illustra­
tions send $5 to Polygon SF. 64 Arnold Ave .. West Babylon, 
NY 11704. (136) 

GREEN BERETS JOURNAL Self Reliance How To-Monthly 
Journal for Great Living Today and Tomorrow by America's 
Best. Example $2. ASC, PO Box 5188, Athens, GA 30604. 
(140) 

INVESTIGATORS LICENSES Fifty State Directory $14.95. 
Postpaid. lnfokit on Commissioned Ranks, training, Custom 
Identification, Badges, $2. Includes Espionage Newsletter. 
Eagle, Box 6303, Corpus Christi, TX (SF) 78466. (141 ) 

BECOME A GUN DEALER I Professionally prepared Firearms 
Dealer Kit includes official forms, covers licensing, purchasing, 
records-EVERYTHING! List hundreds of top wholesalers. 
GUARANTEED! $4.95. BUSINESS CONSULTANTS, PO Box 
1232-SOF, Uniontown, PA 15401. (136) 

PROFESSIONAL SECURITY OFFICER TRAINING Train at 
home in your spare time. Earn a certificate for information call: 
1-800-533-4047. (135) 

.625 MAGNUM~ 

•Our .625 Cal. Blowguns are up to 20% Faster and More Powerlul than 
the smaller .38 to .40 Cal. Blowguns. 
•Our Blowgun out-performs co2 pellet guns. 
• Each Blowgun comes with 1 dart clip, 24 all purpose darts, 6 
broadhead darts, 6 stun darts, and rubber tip •.•• 2 Ft. Model $25.50, 3 
Fl Model $27.50, 4 Fl Model $29.50, 4 Fl Take Down Model $31.50. 
Accept VISA - MasterCard - $2.50 shipping & handllng on all orders. 

To order our free catalog call 602-855-8095 
J.R. STUPERO o PO Box 209-3 o Lake Havasu, A1. 86403 

LE ARN THE TECHNI QUES ANO ME THODS OF : POLICE 
WORK , PR I VA TE I NVES TI GAT IO N , GOVE RNMEN T AGEN TS , 
BOO YGUAROS, BOUN TY HUNTERS, SELF - DEF EN S E , 
MARTIAL ARTS, F IR EARMS, ANO RELAT E D SU BJECTS. 

CATALOG $1.00 
R & A, P.O. Box 308·SFS, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254 

LAW ROUND, INERT 
66MM NEW $65 

shippi ng included 
VISA/MC 
CODs$3 
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NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna­
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensin·g requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con­
sult the local law enforcement au­
thorities in their area. 

SELL GUNS Truthful information, instructions, wholesalers, 
laws and application to help you start fast as an FFL Dealer. 
Lane's, Drawer 998(FN), EISegundo, CA 90245. (135) 

PHASE CONVERTER Make your own. Run any three phase 
equipment Simple, inexpensive conversion. Complete dia­
grams and plans $15. 812-876-2171 . Western Resources, PO 
Box 48, Spencer, IN 47460. (136) 

KNIVES• BAYONETS 
BAYONETS -W.W.L Russian Bayonets for Sale, Mint Condi­
tion, Original serial numbers still present Call 1-201-339-8682 
after 5:00 P.M. (135) 

RANDALLS, Blackie Collins, Buck Custom, AIMar, Gerber, 
Buck, Pacific, Victorinox, Case, Puma, Kershaw, Western, 
Kabar, Explorer, Aitor, Benchmark, Lakota, Cold Steel, AG. 
Russell, Browning, Frost, Parker, Taylor, Leatherman, Re­
mington, Spyderco, Wyoming, Eye Brand, DMT, Lansky, Cata­
log $2. Carolina Cutlery, PO Box 12819, Winston-Salem, NC 
27117. (137) 

REGIMENm&. INSIGNIA & WEAPONRY 

® 
• SAS • RAF • BLACK WATCH 
• PARR • RM • CRMERONS 
• RSDG • RN • GUARDS etc. 

Import Catalog $1.00 
BRITISH REGAi.iA IMPORTS 

Deportment-6 
P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 

TELEPHONE LISTENING DEVICE 
Record telephone conversations in your office or 
hame Connecls between any casse11e or tape 
reco rder and your telephone !ine . S1arts aulo· 
mal icalty when phone is answered . Records bo1h 
sides of conversa11on . Stops recorder when 

sin 1cu. in. ptione Is hu ng up, 

$19.95EACH Ory {)sc A~A1 I 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times m. ore powertut man 1ther Ira n. smltlers . 
Transmits up to v~ mile lo any FM radlO ·Easy to 
Assemble Ki1 · up lo 9V banery (not incl.) 
For catalog al Tra nsm.rt1e rs . VoJCe Scramble rs and 
other sped.any Items. enclose S2 00 lo USI Corp 

Call 4117-725-1000 or send $19.95 + $1.1)() 
shipping per Item to : USI Corp., P.O. Box 

SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD'a OK. 

Thick, 
High-Grade 
Leather 

4 TO 6 WEEK OB.NERY • 
NO HASS1..ES • NO OB.AYS TAAGET USE TM . 

PRICES: ORIGINAL 10 fl. Le""h $129.95 
Add 5% Shipping & Ina. In U.S.A. Extra Long 12.Ft. $149.95 

- Foreign Add 25% - LEATHER BELT CARRIER $9.95 

MOTE THES! IULLWHIPS • A RlRMIOABt£ SURVNAL TOOL • 

~~~~g~ l~~~: ~~~vctNE1~~ When Swung PtqJerl'/ •. KlNEnC ENERGY Makes 
• HUY AAE GENUINE , lhellf~(Nm~~RJ:::·~ 

nu11 Y BY • WHIP~DLING lns1ructionS Included. 
MASHA WHIPMAMEAS The HIGHEST QUAl.fTY, TOUGHEST' BUllWHIPS 
.. lrw1rt at Cllup lmiQllon5 Avaiable _ Perfectly 8ALANCEO For ACCURACY. 

CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA CATILE BARON LEATHER CO. 
MC, Check P.O. Box 100724 Dept SOF-1 
or M.0. To SAN ANTONIO. TEXAS 76201 
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SWISS ARMY KNIFEI Razor sharp red handle. 11 tools of 
stainless steel $12.98 Jimmy's Hobby Center, PO Box 6041, 
Gary, IN 46406-0041. (135) 

KNIVES, SURVIVAL GEAR Wholesale, volume discounts, 
top quality, satisfaction guaranteed. Catalog $1. Rebitski & 
Co., DSF, 2770 Sherry Lane, Green Bay, WI 54302. (140) 

MAILING SERVICES 
CONFIDENTIAL MAIL FORWARDING Fast, easy, inexpen­
sive and very, very private. Write for details "SH", PO Box 
66302, Los Angeles, CA 90066. (140) 

FORT BRAGG, NORTH CAROLINA ADDRESS Confidential 
remailing service. Owner retired VN vet Details: Jolor-1, PO 
Box 70422, Fort Bragg, NC 28307. (137) 

PRIVATE/CONFIDENTIAL OVERSEAS MAIL DROP Profes­
sional remailing/forwarding. Economical rates. Private num­
bered address $24.95/year. KA TIEGAT, TSTPO 98108, Kow­
loon, HONGKONG. (142) 

PRIVATE MAIL SERVICE Letters Packages, whatever, re­
route, hold or rendezvous at your convenience. Wilson, PO 
Box 22, Amherst, OH 44001. (141) 

PRIVACY-CONFIDENTIAL mail forwarding/receiving single 
remails $1., since 1981, street address, phone available. 
OMO, Box 608039-SOF (131) Orlando, FL 32860. (142) 

"HAVE A CANADIAN ADDRESS" Confidential, depdend­
able. Write: Security Mail Services, PO Box 404, Winnipeg, 
Manitoba, R3M 3V3, Phone: (204) 788-4656. (138) 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as 
$7/month. Not a box number but your own address and ste. 
number. Also available-phone number, remailing, mail for­
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL For information en­
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ. 85029. (136) 

"THE GOOSE FARM" If there is a need to keep your private 
life 'private', that is our business, our only business. Mail, code, 
complete. Mere, and Vietnam vets 'k on all services. We are 
The Goose Farm, PO Box 1213, Mount Pleasant, TX 75455. 
(140) 

MAIL PRIVACY forwarding/remailing. For details write: Postal 
Shoppe, 369 East 900 South, Salt Lake City, UT 84111. (135) 

REMAILING: West Germany $2 includes postage. Confiden­
tial forwarding, receiving , holding. Brochure $1. TWG, Post­
fach 1151, 6460 Gelnhausen, West Germany. (136) 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
BADGE QUALITY - CORROSION FREE RHODIUM 

SEND $6.95 TO: BUSHPILOT 
P.O. BOX 541384 
DALLAS, TX 75354-1384 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE - ALLOW 4·6 WEEKS 

U·BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 
hite top Gold insignia and 111sor braid 
eather chin strap State size wanted 589.00 

nights Cross wi th i ts 1 r neck ribbon 
a·nd oak leaf w1!h sword s $21 .00 
We pay postage. Our 224 page fully 
illustrated catalog (free with order) $5.00 

••l'A~:E:l•K•I•I•lli§ •• t!M 
d., Box 2063 ·f, St . Louis, MO 63158 

FREE CATALOG 
UNIQUE 

ESPIONAGE & MILITARY MEMORABILIA 

l!ietoricul lNilitnr~ ,Art nnb Cllolledihlee 
P.O. BOX 1606 • SF Lafayette, CA 94549 

Phone 24 hours (415) 283-1771 

OVER 900 TITLES-DISCOUNTED 
-MANY AVAILABLE NOWHERE ELSE-

PR1vAcv • UNDERGROUND BUSINESS • NEW IDENTIT Y 
BLACK MARKET • LEGAL SELF-HELP • SURVEILANCE 

SURVIVAL • DISGUISE• CRIME• REVENGE• CHEMISTRY 
EXOTIC WEAPONS • FIREWORKS • LOCATING PERSONS 

GET RICH • BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY • COMPUTERS 
TAX AVOIDANCE • GAMBLING • HIDING THINGS 

PLUS MANY OTHER CONTROVERSIAL SUBJECTS-DISCOUNTED' 

GIANT 112 PAGE CATALOG-$1 (Ref.) 
ADD $1 FOR SAME DAY FIRST CLASS SHIPPING 

ANVIL• Box 640383F •El Paso, TX 79904 

MISCELLANEOUS 
GET M.A.D., AND GET EVEN with drivers behind you who 
won't dim their lights. MAD. (Mirror Aiming Device) works like 
a gunsight for your rear view mirror. Guarante~d . $12.95 post­
paid. Action Auto, PO Box 608, LaPlace, LA 70069. (135) 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY 1989 Catalog of Came Uni­
forms, Insignia, Berets & Equipment. Send $1.00' B.M.S., Box 
21606, Denver, Co 80221. (135) 

VIETNAM MAPS SALE. Patrol quads plus Tacticals! Send 
SASE for free index and agent orange/firebase map. ALLIED, 
Drawer 5070(FP), Glendale, AZ. 85312. (135) 

RUSSIAN GEAR Catalog of Original & Reproduction Uniforms 
& Insignia. Send $1.00 for Photo & Catalog. A HA, Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221. (135) 

SKS, AK47 or AKM maintenance manuals $5/each. SKS, 
SK47 or AKM Technical Manuals $6.95 each. SKS or AK47 
Training Posters $9. Allied, Drawer 5070(FV) Glendale, AZ. 
85312. (135) 

WORLDWIDE CAMOUFLAGE & EQUIPMENT 1989 Catalog 
of Uniforms & Gear from the U.S. and 25 Countries. Send 
$1.00. International Military Supply, Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. (135) 

GREAT MAPS You should see these Army, Navy, Tactical and 
intelligence topographies. Catalog $3. (refundable!) All ied, 
Drawer 5070(FO), Glendale, AZ. 95312. (135) 

RHODESIAN "BRUSH" CAMO Now made in the U.S.A. 
Contact us for Detals. AHA, Box 21606, Denver, Co 80221 . 
(135) 

MILITARY HOTLINE Intelligence-Current Situation Summar­
ies-Special Operations-Plus More for Military Profession­
als-Example $2, ASC, PO Box 5188, Athens, GA 30604. 
(140) 

WAFFEN SS INSIGNIA Exquisite handmade reproductions 
made to exact specifications. Complete catalog. SASE: Pfeif­
er's 6631 11.! Amherst, San Diego, CA 92115. (135) 

DETECTION-SURVEILLANCE-DEBUGGING Latest high­
tech equipment, kits, plans. catalog $2. Detection Systems, 
2515 E. Thomas 16-8640, Phoenix, AZ. 85016. (135) 

4G-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG Cash income opportunities. 
Secret loans. Home businesses. Get new credit, jobs, de­
grees, foreign passports (26 countries) . Send $1 . EDEN 
PRESS, Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (140) 

ATIENTION: Currently manufactured NATO-STANAG SPEC 
Individual Protective NBC masks. Single side mount caniser, 
full NBC qualified. For information contact FSE International, 
Inc., PO Box 881, Baytown, TX 77522. (135) 

MILITARY INSIGNIA CATALOG Over 6,000 different items 
and genuine military clothing and equipment Send $2. Kauf­
man's West Army & Navy Goods, Dept A-312, 1660 Eubank, 
Albuquerque, NM 87112. (140) 

PORTRAIT ART Oil paint portraits on canvas created from any 
photograph or picture. Portraits of a person, pet, even groups. 
Free information. Lafferty Portrait Studio, Dept SOF, Box 
1213, McKeesport, PA 15132. (135) 

KNOW THE LAW OF ARMED CONFLICT Send $5 to Lopez, 
PO Box 414, Barbers Pt , HI 96862. (135) 

FIREWORKS, PYROTECHNICS SUPPLIES B and C Class. 
Chemicals, Fuse, Casings. Addresses of 20 mailorder com­
panies plus useful comments on each. Only $3. Patriotics, PO 
Box 538, Dept S, Durham, NH 03824. (135) 

FOREIGN PASSPORTS, knighthood, honorary consular ti­
tles, awards, books, and more. SASE to: Phoenix, 1200 South 
Brand, Ste. 3, Glendale, CA 91204 USA (135) 

YOU'RE COMPLETELY NAKEDI If you're not covered bya 
personal WILLI Your Wife, Kids, Heirs will all Suffer! Legal 
"Do-It-Yourself" Will Kit, Guide, $9.05 PPD. NATIONAL ADVI­
SORS, PO Box 6589-V, Denver, Co 80206-0589. (135) 

BUTTERFLY KNIVES 
The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines - used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 
The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever locks the 
handle securely 
in the open or 
closed position . 

Model K98-P 
saso Ea . 

and '1" UPS charges 

WESTBURY SALES CO. 
DEPT P-1-SF 

156 Post Avenue 
Westbury, NY 11590 
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VISA CREDIT CARDS available. Savings account, fees re­
quired. Details. Phone or write: Bob Duke, 7817, Havenside 
Terrace, Rockville, MD 20855; 301 -330-1098. (135) 

LAW ENFORCEMENT IMPACT WEAPONS Training manu­
als, hinged handcuffs. Catalog $1 (refundable) Ronin Police 
Equipment, Box 94, Billerica, MA 01821 . (138) 

S,J,EX.CO.L TD. is proud to announce Catalog Number Six, 
with 600 medals, daggers, war art, accoutrements, parapher­
nalia of lhe Europa Axis Era. Inspection time wilh money back 
guaranteed satisfaclion. Yearly subscription $10. Sample 
$3.50. Box 3443, Scottsdale, AZ. 85271-3443. (134) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Pols, 
Grenades) Largest, most extensive selection of new smoke 
products. Send $2 (refundable with order) for catalogue of 
these and much morel Signus, Box 33712-BK, Phoenix, AZ. 
85067. (140) 

FIREWORKS: Fun, safe, top quality, lowest prices catalog $1 . 
WESTSHORE FIREWORKS INC., 6641 E. Dewey SIB, Foun­
tain, Ml 49410. (1 35) 

OPTICS 
BINOCULARS, SPOTTING SCOPES, NIGHT VISION Free 
catalog! Finest brand names and lowest prices. Steiner, Swar­
ovski, Zeiss, Nikon, Bushnell, Buck. Repair all brands binocu­
lars, scopes. Optical Advantage, Box 32791 FA, Baltimore, MD 
21208. (301) 653-3306. (135) 

SECURITY PRODUCTS 
PROTECT YOURSELF FROM ELECTRONIC EAVESDROP­
PING I Scrambler phones, transmitter detectors, tape recorder 
detectors, executive security products, surveillance books and 
much morel Catalog $3 (refundable) DIVERSIFIED 
WHOLESALE PRODUCTS, PO Box 1275, Redondo Beach, 
CA 90278. (139) 

SURPLUS 
MILITARY SURPLUS CATALOG! Over 120 pages of military 
security, survival , recreational, clothing knives, and literature, 
genuine GI issue equipment for the military or outdoorsman. 
Send $2 (refunded on first purchase) to Eagle's View Lodge, 
PO Box 557, Dept. SOF, Waterford Works, NJ 08089. (133) 

ARMY SURPLUS Large inventory new and uses, plus survival 
items. Send $1 (refundable) for price list: Hugh Wade's Oak­
shire Place, Hwy. 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. (137) 

GENUINE MILITARY CLOTHING, Gear, Equipment, and In­
signia. Our name has meant quality for over 65 years. Catalog, 
$2. Kaufman's West Army & Navy Goods, Dept. A-312, 1660 
Eubank, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (140) 

$3. GETS 1,000 ITEM Fully Illustrated Miiitary Surplus Cata­
log. Deduct $3 first order. New-Used Miiitary Surplus Clothing, 
Camping Gear, Survival Gear, War Game Supplies. Old Sarge 
PX, 4344 Archer Ave., Dept. 171-9, Chicago, IL 60632. (139) 

GENUINE UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES surplus clo­
thing equipment, etc. Send $1 for current catalog. Pederg­
nana, PO Box 1062, Oak park, IL 60304. (137) 

SURPLUS BONANZAlf Buy Direct from Government. We 
show you howl Your area (Guaranteedlll) Otflclal Directory $3. 
Sandhill Surplus, Dept. SFA, Box 336, Roswell , NM 88202. 
(139) 

SURVIVAL 
THE SURVIVAL CHECKLIST! Finally, everything you need to 
survive natural or man-made disasters. Cost $5. Value price­
less. Ground Zero, PO Box 228A, Croton, OH, 43013. (140) 

SURVIVAL FOODS Ready Reserve & Yurika Storage Foods. 
Neo-Life & Multlway Food Supplemenls. Free Information. 
Spartan Distributors, PO Box 2085-A, Spring Valley, CA 
92077. (140) 

KOREAN 
VETERANS 

RINGS 
Cast in stainless steel. 

Expertly modeled Korean 
Service medal and United 

Nations medal are displayed in bold relief on 
ring sides. Bezel reads KOREAN VETERAN. 

Red European spinal stone . . . . . . . . . $69.95 
Birthstone . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 79.95 
10K Gold available (inquire for price) 

Size accuracy is very important due to the hard­
ness of the metal. Allow 6-8 weeks delivery 
times. Add $2.00 for shipping. 

Major Don Wortman, USAF Retired 

EAGLE LTD • 1051 Opal Dr. 
Prescott, AZ. 86303 • (602) n8-5656 
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TRAINING 
RANGER, AIRBORNE, BODYGUARD TRAINING Catalog 
and information $5. (7 foreign) USTC, 2020 N. Broadway, Ste. 
103, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (140) 

VEHICLES 
IS IT TRUE you can buy Jeeps for $44 through the US govern­
ment? Get the facts today! Call 1-312-742-1142 ext. 331-A. 
(137) 

CADILLACS, MERCEDES, PORCHE, etc buy direct from 
government. Seized in drug raids. Available in your area. Save 
$thousands$ 216-453-3000, ext. A8180. (135) 

VIDEOS 
CARD DETECTIVE - DON'T BE FOOLED Detect dishonest 
card players, My V.H.S. Tape has year's of investigation. $55. 
Post Paid, PO Box 644, Medford, MA 02155. (135) 

SEXY ADVENTURE TRAVELOGUE VIDEO ON THAILAND 
Exotic women, beautiful scenes. A man's tropical paradise. 
Send $29.95 plus $3 shipping/handling to : Sunwest Produc­
tions, PO Box 9905F, San Diego, CA 92109. Visa/MC call 
1-800-365-8433. (136) 

NAVY SEAL VIDEOSI Museum Collection includes: "NAVY 
SEALS IN VIETNAM" Cowritten by Seal Team One Members. 
Covers uniforms, weapons, equipment - all gear peculiar to 
SEALS $15.95. Also "Navy Seals On Patrol" - Incredible rare 
footage of Real Seals on patrol! Shot in Vietnam 1968 by Seal 
Team One Members. See entire operation performed and 
explained! A MUST for every serious collector $21 .95. Also 
"MEN WITH GREEN FACES" and "SOMEONE SPECIAL" 
Navy Special Warfare Tapes $24.95 each. $ave get all four 
$76.95. Profit from sales benefit UDT-SEAL MUSEUM. LOTI 
GROUP, Dept. A, 8341 SW 157 Ave. Ste. 331, Miami, FL 
33193. (141 ) 

WANTED 
RHODESIA VETS AND RHODESIANS Contact AVA, PO Box 
1221 , Agoura Hills, CA 91301 or call (213) 234-9201 . The AVA 
is a non-political, non-military/paramilitary organization. (142) 

INDIVIDUALS WORLD WIDEI Want correspondence with 
those of like interest! Info. 2125¢ stamps. "FRIENDS WITH 
PENS" Box 6410-T, 234 Columbine St., Denver, CO 80206-
0410. (135) 

MILITARY SURPLUS 
Genuine U.S. Military clothing and equipment , 
manuals, uniform devices and much more. 
To receive catalog, in U.S., send sell-addressed 
stamped (39 cent) envelope, outside U.S. $2.00. 

J.R. SALES CO. 
P.O. BOX 4253F 

LANCASTER, CA 93539-4253 

600+ MILITARY DESIGNS 

" 

FREE 24 Page ILLUS. CATALOG 
WE DO CUSTOM WORK 
Dealer Inquires Welcome 

HOOVER'S MFG. CO. 
4015SF PROGRESS Bl VD. 

PERU, ll 61354 

815 223- 1159, Ask For David 

AFRICA-KO RP CAP & GOGGLES 
German 1942 Mlg. ORIGI NAL sand &dust QOggles. 

slltl m their pocket pouch. 
~ Tan Ole. caps ~New REPLICA Stale S·M· or 

Lg Sile. Both - Only $39.00 
We pay pos lage Our 250 page fully illustrated 

ca1a1og SS 00 {FREf w11h Older) 

Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges, Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service, Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 
I il!ir J o FREE CATALOG! o 

"wrfrfE''foriA'vr~ .. ·r~ifED'iiis~"sox 1 s219sF 
FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS , IN 46216-9998 
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Continued from page 106 

communication. 
Pete and the interpreter threw M-26 frag­

mentation grenades to slow down the NV A, 
while a shaken Jake ignited a thermite gre­
nade to destroy the worthless PRC-25 that 
had saved his life .. 

RPGs were exploding in the trees and 
hundreds of AK rounds shredded the foliage 
as Pete , Jake and the interpreter beat their 
retreat. In the confusion, the two Americans 
inadvertently broke away from the inter­
preter, who went his separate way. The two 
remaining Nungs, who were laying down 
intense cover fire, were apparently overrun 
by the NVA. 

"We ran in three hours what it had taken 
us three days to cover,'' Jake reported later. 
"We ran like hell, because we knew they'd 
kill us for killing their precious little VIP. '' 

When they crossed the little trail they had 
passed over without incident earlier, there 
were several NV A on it. But the khaki-clad 
communist troops were running so fast to­
ward the ambush site they passed Pete and 
Jake without realizing who they were-and 
never fired a shot. 

The pair's luck held out a little bit longer. 
They ran into and through a village which 
was part of the base camp that had been the 
target of their original mission. No soldiers 
were in the camp; they were responding to 
the ambush. They stopped only long enough 
for Pete to take photographs of the camp 
hospital, houses , and the command head­
quarters . 

Meanwhile, Jake finally made contact 
with Covey (their airborne controller) using 
his URC-10 ultra-high frequency emergen­
cy radio . By now, Pete and Jake were ex­
hausted from running so hard. Jake had the 
dry heaves. Both were dizzy, thirsty and 
generally out of it. 

Neither had witnessed such carnage be­
fore, or killed so many people, or had so 
many people hunting them down. 

Within minutes, Covey spotted them in 
the elephant grass. He told them not to 
move, because there were dozens of NVA 
and VC hunting for them in the grass. 

Pete and Jake sat back to back, as quietly 
as they could, listening to the enemy comb­
ing the tall grass for them. 

They didn't move. They couldn't move. 
"That was the weirdest game of hide­

and-seek I ever played in my life. I was 
trying to keep my dry heaves quiet. They 
walked within inches of us . We could smell 
'em," Jake said. 

Covey started working the air assets 
around the knoll they were on. When extra 
assets arrived, the pilots worked down the 
knoll further and started hitting the base camp. 

Time and again, Pete and Jake heard 
NV A troops talking, hunting for them in the 
elephant grass. 

With only a few magazines of ammo left 
and three frag grenades between them, the 
two had little ordnance with which to defend 
themselves. 

Silence was their biggest ally, as Uncle 
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Sam's Air Force ripped into the communist 
troops around them. Each privately thought 
about how they would use their last hand 
grenade , knowing they would rather die by 
their own hand. 

Finally, Covey told Pete and Jake that the 
extraction helicopters were enroute. Jake 
asked Covey if he had received any other 
URC-10 transmissions from the area, be­
cause the interpreter carried one. Covey re­
plied, "negative." 

Seconds before the slicks arrived, Covey 
had the gunships make a final run on the 
knoll to pave the way for the extraction 
birds. 

Just as the first slick roared in to pick up 
Pete and Jake, Covey picked up another 
URC-10 transmission and miraculously 
spotted the interpreter, who was on the other 
side of the knoll . 

The slick picked him up too, and then 
hovered briefly looking for the two remain­
ing Nungs . Covey stayed over the target 
until darkness forced cancellation of all 
search efforts. 

Covey gave a conservative body count of 
160 dead troops, including one commie 
prince. 

[Epilogue: Jake later received a Bronze 
Star, without the V device for valor, for that 
mission. The commendation read, for "ser­
vice in Vietnam. '' The government even 
lied on the award inscriptions, due to pres­
sure from the State Department.]~ 

WOUND BALLISTICS 
Continued from page 87 

modem military rifle cartridges? The almost 
magical properties attributed to high veloc­
ity have again been exaggerated. Bullet 
configuration and construction are the signi­
ficant parameters. All of these military bul­
lets produce significant penetration. Limit­
ed by convention to fully jacketed projec­
tiles, we lose the effectiveness of expanding 
bullets and must depend upon yawing and/ 
or fragmentation to increase the wound 
track. ComBloc cartridges generally are 
adequate but nothing special. Those ener­
gized by the endless . 30 caliber/SCHY con­
troversy will find no final victory statement 
in this research. Both the 7. 62x51 mm and 
5.56x45mm cartridges are effective, with 
limitations, although for different reasons. 
Neither exhibits an overwhelming superior­
ity over the other. Big bore boomers will 
find little solace in the ugly wound profile of 
the fragmentating M193/855 bullets . The 
mouse gun's devotees have little to gloat 
over either. After 200 yards, their bullet 
stops fragmenting and performance is unre­
markable. But, armies will continue the 
switch to micro-calibers for the reasons pre­
viously stated. 

What about the rest of us? Do we have 
any legitimate basis for selection based 
upon these test results? Yes, with qualifica­
tions. If someone thrusts an AKM into your 
hands, make sure it's stuffed with Yugoslav 

M67 ball. If you don't expect to be humping 
about much and hope to take them out be­
fore they get close enough to see the whites 
of their eyes, then by all means grab a F AL 
and a couple magazines of that devastating 
Bundeswehr ball. Those who anticipate 
crashing though the bush with 100 pounds 
strapped to their LBE will be wise to select a 
weapon in the M 16 series and need have 
little fear that it will prove inadequate. Ever 
since World War II the average combat 
range has remained less than 200 yards , and 
it will continue to be so until we start hurling 
laser beams at our enemies. 

For those without the means to prepare 
and refrigerate properly calibrated gelatin , 
there is a simple way to obtain a rule-of­
thumb guide to the effectiveness of your 
favorite loads and bullets. Just fire into a 
column of water-filled square, waxed­
cardboard, Vi-gallon juice or milk cartons . 
As pistol bullets can usually be recovered 
and their depth of penetration easily deter­
mined, this method offers a means of asses­
sing both penetration and expansion,· if any. 
However, this will yield only an approxima­
tion of the depth of penetration in living 
tissue. Bullets will penetrate approximately 
1.6 to 2 times as far in water as in 10 percent 
gelatin or soft tissue, so adjust your results 
accordingly. Remember also that handgun 
bullet expansion to just under twice the orig­
inal diameter is ideal. Over-expansion will 
result in under-penetration, and we want a 
penetration depth of no less than 12 inches 
and preferably up to 20 inches in soft tissue . 
Finally, due to their yaw cycles and curva­
ture in path of travel, non-deforming milit­
ary rifle bullets may be difficult to recover, 
as they will commonly pass out the sides of 
the milk cartons. A larger container is re­
quired for testing bullets of this type . ~ 

IN REVIEW 
Continued from page 77 

and drive the NVA out of the city. Kon­
tum, South Vietnam and John Paul 
Vann's career were saved. 

Two days later, while returning to 
Kontum from Saigon, Vann was killed 
in a helicopter crash resulting from 
pilot error. The time Vann gained for 
South Vietnam was used to negotiate 
the Paris Peace Accords of 1973. The 
next time the NVA launched an offen­
sive, there would be no B-52 strikes, 
no John Paul Vann, and no last-ditch 
defense as there had been at Kontum. 
South Vietnam fell in 55 days. 

John Paul Vann was seen by most at 
his funeral as the best America had to 
give, or as Daniel Ellsberg thought, to 
throw away. Without question, he 
brought more devotion, intellect and 
bravery to the war than any of his con­
temporaries, but as Sheehan points 
out, his talents and devotion were nev­
er sufficient to affect the ultimate out­
come of a doomed enterprise. ~ 
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The fastest-firing, most effective 
combat pistol in the world now 
comes in .380 caliber. 

HK P7 pistols can be drawn, cocked, and fired accurately faster 
than any other pistol. The unique cocking lever allows you to carry 
the P7 safely with a round in the chamber, yet it is instantly ready to 
fire with only the natural tightening of your fingers around the grip. 
That means time saved when you have to use your pistol. And time 
saved could mean lives saved. 

Now the P7 is made in a 
potent .380 caliber -- the P7K3. 
A sealed hydraulic buffer gives 
the P7K3 less felt recoil than any 
other handgun in its class . And 
the P7K3 can easily be converted 
to fire .22LR ammunition with an 
accessory kit. 

Like all P7 pistols, the P7K3 uses a fixed, polygonal barrel, 
a prerequisite for accuracy in pistols. 

The P7K3 has a constant uniform trigger pull on all rounds 
fired . No heavy first-shot trigger pull like a double-action pistol. 
No change in trigger pull between your critical first and second 
shots. And the simple three-dot sighting system makes aiming 
almost instinctive. All this means real, practical accuracy. 
Accuracy that could really count. 

At Heckler & Koch, form follows function . HK pistols are 
designed to meet the operational requirements of demanding 
users, not the cosmetic expectations of traditionalists. The 
choice is clear. You can use an ordinary handgun. Or you can 
own the most uncompromising pistol in the world. The P7K3. 

Available only at your Authorized HK Dealer 
For the location nearest you call (703) 631-2800 
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FREE DANNER BOOT CATALOG 
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