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up and sideways and he completed a full
somersault before he too lay dead in the dust
of the maize field.

As I sped over the re-entrant, I heard the
sound of small-arms fire passing the aircraft
and a distinctive thud as a bullet found its
mark somewhere behind me. There were
obviously still some terrorists left in the
re-entrant that the napalm had missed. This
was not an unusual problem as the napalm
only covered a very limited area and it was
impossible to hit all the terrorists in one
pass. As I pulled the aircraft up into a steep
climb I called the K-car.

*‘K-One ... Hornet. I got both runners
but there are still gooks in the main target
area, and I got revved as I went over.”

*‘Roger Hornet. Stop Three, did you
copy?

**Stop Three, roger.”’

*‘Okay, you guys keep your eyes open
and stay in your position for now.”’

*‘Roger.”’

“*Out to you ... Viking, K-car,”” Lucio
now addressed the para Dakota.

*Go.”’

‘I want you to drop about 1,000 meters
east of the target, out to you ... Yellow
Four ... K-car.”

“*Go.”

**Get an accurate ground height in that
field just to the target side of the village and
behind that row of trees and mark the DZ."’

Yellow Three, who had been orbiting
south of the contact area, now swooped
down toward the drop zone (DZ) where he
would fly low, get the correct altitude and
pass it to the Dakota. He would then mark
the extremities of the DZ with two orange
smoke grenades. The plan was to use the
paratroops to reinforce the stop groups and
at the same time box the terrorists in, leav-
ing one escape route to the west. If they
broke cover, picking them off from the air
would be a simple task.

“‘Hornet . . . One-Nine,”’ Farndell called
me.
*Go.”

“‘Okay, Pete. [ want you to put another
frantan into the target area on my strikes,
out to you ... Stops Three and Four, as
soon as Hornet drops his frantan I want you

LEFT: Troop-carrying G-Car, an Alouette III,

guys to move up into the target, but watch
out as the bastards may be gapping it down
to your pozzy.”’

‘‘Hornet, roger.”’

*‘Stop Three, roger.”’

**Stop Four, roger.”’

This time I turned in from the east, away
from the impending para drop as I did not want
any possibility of my ricochets hitting our own
troops, and watched as the 20mm cannon
shells exploded in the trees. I called ‘‘Hornet
live’” and the gunship stopped firing. Down
the dive I gave short bursts until I was about
300 meters from the target when I held the gun
button down and sprayed the area with a vi-
cious raking fire. Again as the target passed
below the nose of the Lynx, I dropped the
napalm. I knew it was a good bomb, so
Lucio’s confirmation was superfluous.

As I pulled up, the radio came alive.

““Stop Three ... contact, contact,”
shrieked a voice. *‘About eight gooks have
gapped it our way.”’

“‘Roger, Stop Three,”’ called Lucio.

Now all the stop groups were in contact
and I saw the olive drab of the parachutes
drifting toward the ground east of the target.

““Stop One . . . One-Nine. What the fuck
is going on?”’

‘“‘Roger, sir. We’ve culled about seven
gooks and we’re linking up with Stop Two
and moving south.’’

**Okay, well done. Now hold your posi-
tion and get ready for runners. Did you copy
what I told Stop Three?”’

*“Affirmative.”’

““‘Good, we’re going to go and give Stop
Three a hand.”’

The K-car now moved into a tight orbit
above Stop Three.

*‘Stop Three ... K-car. ['ve got your
day-glo visual, where are the gooks?”’

“‘Roger, sir. Thev’re in the rocks about
20 meters north of us just by that big msasa
tree.”’

“‘Oh shit, yes ... visual ... K-car fir-
ing,”” came Lucio’s voice.

A cloud of dust rose from the position as
the shells exploded in the rocky outcrop and
the soldier’s voice came up again.

“‘On target,”” called Stop Three. ‘*Some
are gapping it north but we’ve culled a few

heads toward area of terrorist sighting. Varied, and oftentimes

intensely thick, southern African bushveldt made it tough to draw the terrorists

out into the open. That meant Fire Force troopies had to physically clear contact areas,
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and we’re advancing into the area.’

*‘Good stuff. Stop One, did you copy?”’

‘‘Roger.”’

“*One-Nine ... Stops Five to Nine are
down,’’ from the senior para stick comman-
der, indicating their jump had been good
and that they were on the ground.

‘‘Roger, position yourselves along the
tree line and cull anything that comes up
from the contact area.’’

“‘Roger.””

*“Sky Shout ... K-car.”

“Go.”

“‘Get into the area and tell these fuckers
that we’ve got them surrounded and that
we’ve culled a bunch of their mates and if
they don’t want to end up the same way,
their best move is to surrender right now. I
want them to drop their weapons and then
move slowly up out of the re-entrant toward
the paras with their hands up high.”

““OK, I'll be on target in one minute.”’

““All callsigns ... One-Nine. Let’s try
and get some captures, guys.”’

As the Sky Shout came into the area, we - |

widened our orbits to enable him to provide
a clear broadcast.

While he was relaying the message, Stop
Two came up. “‘I’ve got about six gooks
moving up toward my loc. They’re all
snivelling around and they don’t look as
though they intend to surrender.”’

““OK, cull them,”’ came the flat reply.

As Stop Two acknowledged the order we
heard the sound of the machine gun in the
background. They obviously didn’t need a
second invitation.

A minute later Stop Two called again.
“‘One-Nine . . . Stop Two. We’ve killed three
and we’ve got three captures, but we’ve got
one wounded. Not serious, but I would like a
casevac (casualty evacuation).”

*“Well done guys,”’ Farndell replied.
“I’ll get a helo in soonest.”’

“Yellow One ... K-car. Get in here,
we’ve got a casevac.”’ Lucio called.

*‘Roger.”’

Farndell now applied finishing touches to
what had been a text book operation.

“‘Okay, Stop Two. Let’s get your casual-
ty out, and once he’s out I want you guys to
stay in ambush while Stops Three and Four
sweep up into your area. Make sure you
keep the captures quiet.”’

All the stops acknowledged.

*‘Stops Five to Nine ... One-Nine.

Continued on page 78
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As they advanced across the open area,
the K-car and I covered them and saw Yel-
low One swoop down and lift the wounded
soldier from the other side of the re-entrant.

Some 10 minutes later, it was all over.
The stop groups had linked up and they now
started sweeping up and down the contact
area looking for dead terrorists and picking
up weapons. For my part I did not have
much fuel left and there was no real point in
hanging around any longer, so I bade my
farewells to the helos and headed back to-
ward Mtoko.

Now there was no need to fly low, so I
climbed into smooth air at about 3,000 feet,
took out a cigarette and opened the small
side window. These were always the best
smokes and always reminded me of an
advertisement for a brand of South African
cigarettes that stressed ‘‘after action satis-
faction’’ as their slogan. I inhaled deeply
and loosened my straps while I listened to
the sounds of the troops sweeping the con-
tact area. This really had been a good con-
tact: good radio discipline, good weapons
delivery, excellent coordination, and above
all, we had killed well over a dozen terror-
ists and captured at least three.

Approaching Mtoko, I prepared for a
straight-in approach, and lowered my land-
ing gear and flaps.

The wheels squeaked as they touched the
runway, the aircraft settled and slowed
down, and I taxied straight in to the revet-
ment where my technician was waiting to
service and re-arm the Lynx.

NIGHT VISION

DISCOVER A WORLD YOU DIDN'T EVEN KNOW EXISTED

I switched off the engines and got out.
Obviously, as I was the first person back,
there were dozens of questions. However, I
was concerned about what damage I had
sustained. There were two holes in the left
rear boom and one at the back of the engine
cowling. One round had nicked my rudder
control cable and this would necessitate a
new cable being flown out from Salisbury,
but nothing too serious.

Later the helos arrived back with the
troops and after a chance to get something to
eat and drink we had a debrief. There were
few problems and we were now able to
ascertain the success of the operation. We
had killed 18 terrorists and captured three,
together with all their associated weaponry.
The three captures would provide valuable
intelligence upon which we would launch
attacks on ZANLA'’s rear echelon bases in
Mozambique. In addition we had picked up
a large pile of documents which would be
analyzed by the intelligence folks. There
was no reason to believe that any terrorists
had escaped.

That night the pilots and soldiers got
together for a barbecue, the beer being pro-
vided by the air force at the rate of one crate
for every terrorist accounted for. Everyone
relived the contact, and as the beer took
effect, the descriptions became more color-
ful. However, as we sat there that evening,
none of us could know that within six
months we would have lost our country to
the terrorists without losing a single military
action. Politically, Rhodesia was doomed,
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heartrending story.
Editor’s Note:

Families United Corporation, P.O. Box
44143, Fayetteville, North Carolina 28309 is a
new non-profit organization which has been
formed to help people like those in this story.
This organization is specifically for families
with limited means who have run the gauntlet
of State Department empty promises and pri-
vate investigator scams and don’t know where
else to tumn.

For readers who will be attending the SOF
Convention in Las Vegas in September, CTU
will have a booth at the Convention and you
can meet them for yourselves. &

SAS OPS

Continued from page 74

to the hide next morning and while examin-
ing it was shot dead by two SAS NCOs.

At their subsequent trial they said that he
had picked up the rifle and pointed it in their
direction. Details of the postmortem
showed quite clearly that the five bullets
that hit Boyle entered from his back, not his
front as they would have done if he was
facing the SAS men. The reasons that a
16-year-old boy, unfamiliar with firearms,
might have had for pointing a rifle at two
soldiers who had just appeared, out of the
ground as it were, were never adequately
explored.

BOUNTY HUNTER

QN OF INDEPENDENT BAILBONDSMEN
3 certify that,

Q) GRY H. TIOMPSON

ronm 2 BOUNTY HURTER
‘!V‘CDYU((‘L\\OIVJHUJU
> Court Rul #9

TERIC AL fa5 OFICIAL
J

AU

THE ASSOCIATK

idIR-1

MC/Visa & COD

Specialty & Novelty Cards*

d FG-1 GLAMOR PHOTOGRAPHER I
I HG-1 HELICOPTER GUNSHIP PILOT

J 10-1 INTELLIGENCE OFFICER, NO.1 I
INVESTIGATIVE REPORTER
LOCKSMITH, CERTIFIED

IJ MC-1 MERCENARY, REGISTERED
i MN-1 MASTER NINJA

4 MR-1 MARINE RECON

4 MS-1 MARINE SNIPER, NO. 1

J MV-1 MAC-V, CIA, LATE WAR

- LS-1

At the trial a sorry tale of bungling and
confusion was revealed. The SAS had been
told that the finder was a child, not a young
man. They had been assured that the Boyle
family had been warned not to go back to the
hide when in fact the message was passed to
the family just 10 minutes after John left the
house to visit it.

The two NCOs were finally cleared of
murdering Boyle, but suspicion lingers to
this day in many quarters, including the
military. John Boyle’s death played straight
into the hands of the IRA propaganda
machine. Not only did it show the SAS up in
a bad light, at worst brutal, at best inept, but
it highlighted the dangers of informing on
PIRA activities.

A lack of knowledge of the best way to
employ the SAS’s undoubted skills —
although at least one NCO is understood to
have died as a result of an accidental shoot-
ing while leaving an OP — has led to
tragedy.

In 1980 a report was received in HQ 39
Brigade that men camrying weapons had
been seen entering a house on Belfast’s
Antrim Road. In many ways this could have
been seen as a classic ‘‘come on’’ but an
SAS patrol was nearby and was tasked to
investigate the report.

Subsequent reports shed some light on
the Regiment’s operating practices. The
patrol consisted of two cars with eight men
dressed in civilian clothes. Their weapons
included Heckler & Koch MP5K sub-

Call 24 hours!
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RUN

machine guns, Colt Commando carbines
and Browning automatic pistols.

The patrol was told to search the house
for a weapons hide. As they left the cars
they came under fire from a number of auto-
matic weapons, but nonetheless entered the
house and cleared it, only to find that they
had been sent to the wrong address and the
gunmen were in the house next door.
Worse, their CO, Captain Richard West-
macott, had been shot dead in the opening
burst of fire.

The terrorists later surrendered to the
RUC but insisted on waiting until after the
SAS had left the area, a measure of the fear
in which the IRA hold the unit.

These two disasters had a marked effect on
the conduct of SAS operations and the way in
which they were employed. The result was
that the wraps went back on again and,
although the number of SAS operators in the
province has not greatly decreased, the num-
ber of operations which have been subject to
the cold light of media attention has.

Two recent operations can be said to
demonstrate not only the skill with which
the Regiment fights but the skill with which
targets are now chosen.

On 8 May 1987 a special ASU of PIRA’s
East Tyrone Brigade was ambushed by an
SAS group as it carried out what was planned
as a spectacular attack on an isolated RUC
station. In the hail of gunfire eight [IRA men
died, the largest number to be killed in a single
incident since the trouble started in 1969. Un-
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