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BEST FOR

SNIPING...
Sirs:

The adoption of the
M24 bolt-action sniper
weapon system by the
U.S. Army needs to be
discussed before it's too
late. Before I start a
letter-writing war
amongst my fellow
readers, | want to say
that I am not debating
the superior accuracy of
bolt-action weapons
over that of
semiautomatic rifles.
Between the two, there
is no contest.

The problem lies with
having bolt-action rifles
in modern firefights.
Let's face facts: No
matter how fast you
work the bolt or how
good a shot you are,

" you are no match for a
man armed with an
AK-47. When a sniper is
not performing his
special task he must be
capable of assuming a
basic rifleman’s role,
otherwise he is next to
useless to his unit. Don’t
send snipers out on a
company level operation
with a rifle that is
designed to give more
range and less firepower
than needed.

Michael D.

Ledbetter
Phoenix, Arizona

Technical Editor Peter
Kokalis replies: ‘I agree
with SOF reader
Ledbetter and will opt
for a properly tuned and
scoped M21 over any
bolt-action system any
time the targets are
likely to shoot back.
Latest word from the
U.S. Army is that
someone must agree as
M21s are being rebuilt
and fitted with new
mounts and scopes.”’
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ASE OF
MISTAKEN IDENTITY...
Sirs:

Imagine my surprise when [ returned from a field
training exercise to find myself and several of my
men in a photo on page 48/49 of SOF (*‘Sandinista
Staredown,” SOF, July ’88). As a scout squad
leader in HHC 3/27 Infantry, 7th ID (L), I'm sure
you could imagine my disgust upon reading the
photo caption labeling us as 82nd scouts! We would
appreciate a correction of Mr. Scroft’s error. As a
soldier | am surprised Mr. Scroft could not
distinguish an 82nd patch from a 7th ID (L) patch.

I would appreciate the acknowledgement of the
fact that us “legs” of the “light and deadly” 7th ID
(L) were in Palmerola before the 82nd and we
secured the DZ (Drop Zone) and watched the glory
boys jump.

Sgt. David A. Pile
Scout Platoon, 3/27 Inf.

Senior Editor John Coleman caught the bullet on
this error: “Consider the mistake acknowledged and
corrected, Sergeant Pile, but the blame: doesn’t lie
with Gene Scroft. He mailed his photos to our
editorial offices in Boulder, Colorado immediately
after he finished his assignment. The film was
processed stateside and did not have accompanying
captions. The task of identifying weapons and units
fell to us, and from the original slide it was tough to
spot anything except for the jump wings you’re
wearing. That, combined with the fact that Scroft
spent most of his time with the 82nd while in
Honduras, led me to misidentify you folks. I stand
corrected.” )

ONDA-
BUSTERS...
Sirs:

I don’t see why the citizens of
Waterbury, Connecticut, don’t use
the same tactics that Hanoi Jane and
her commie cohorts used to subvert
the media. Call the TV stations and
newspapers, then spill “blood”
(Karo syrup and food dye) over
the sidewalks where the filming is
going on.

When they try to film use your
power tools, lawn mower, or “fix”
that broken car horn that seems

- stuck on. At night flash your camera

strobe lights, car headlights,
flashlights, etc. ... Invent and chant
slogans (the media loved slogans
when they used them against us).
Get creative and think up some

other items like scheduling “press
conferences” and publicizing
Fonda’s statements during the
Vietnam War.

Bob Steiner

Anaheim, California

END
OVER...
Sirs: ' '

Your June 1988 issue carried a
book ‘“‘review” of BOHICA by Scott
Barnes. Your “review,” rather than
offering excerpts of the work, merely
made a statement that, out of
context, conveys the message that
neither Barnes nor anyone else
could, would, should or will make a
foray into Southeast Asia in search
of missing Americans. Neither did
your “‘review’’ mention the scathing
accusations that several Americans in
high government positions are
involved in the drug trade originating
from the Golden Triangle. Nor do
you touch on the damningly related
accusations from unrelated sources
that George Bush is involved in this
operation. As former head of the
CIA and presently, as in the past, in
charge of drug smuggling
interdiction, Bush may be the main
reason that imported drugs are now,

Continued on page 8
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EACE IN
THEIR TIME?...

We've been keeping
arclose watch on the
events in Angola/South
West Africa (Namibia),
and it appears that the
issue of Namibian
independence —
basically centering
around the withdrawal
of some 45,000 Cuban
mercenaries from
Angola — has been
resolved (maybe).

According to an
agreement reached in
New York during July
between delegations from
Angola, Cuba, and South
Africa (with the United
States as mediator), 14
points regarding Cuban
withdrawal, Namibian
independence, the role of
the United Nations in the’
area, among others, have
been accepted by the
major players.

Conspicuously absent
in the formal agreement
is any mention of the
South West Africa
People’s Organization
(SWAPOQ), the terrorist
organization dedicated to
seizing power in
Namibia, or the National
Union for Total
Independence of Angola
(UNITA), a pro-Western
resistance movement led
by Jonas Savimbi
fighting against the
Marxist Angolan
government.

As part of the
agreement, South
African troops have
already started pulling
out of SWA/Namibia,
although no timetable
has been set for the
withdrawal of Cuban
troops from Angola.

We'd like to see a
peaceful and reasonable
settlement in the region,
but we’re hedging our
bets for now. For some
reason, the old joke
about the blindfolded
man walking the plank
and saying, “So far so
good”’ with each step
keeps coming to mind
when it comes to
“peaceful and
reasonable’ settlements
in southern Africa.
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USTED IN
BOLIVIA..

Take that, scumbag! Roberto Suarez Gomez,
who's been called the largest cocaine producer in
the world, was recently busted by 10 Bolivian
anti-drug police who trekked all night through the
jungle to nab him at his ranch. Suarez Gomez,
termed the “‘godfather’” of Bolivia’s cocaine trade
by U.S. authorities, is wanted in the United States
on drug trafficking charges, but first he faces a
15-year sentence in a Bolivian slam for the same
activity.

In our August issue, we took-Bolivian anti-drug
authorities to task in “Bum Trip in Bolivia” for
failing to do much about the heavy-duty cocaine
pushers in their country. The Suarez Gomez bust
shows that good cops in Bolivia can do the job — if
they’re given the right kind of backing.

ONOR
ROLL...
El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund contributors:

Raymond Fischer — in memory of 101st Airborne
lost in Newfoundland, Conservative Caucus of Lower
Delaware, Chuck Miller, Christopher Marquette, Kevin
Hutchison, William Smallwood.

Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund contributors:

Customers of G.I. Supply #1, Customers of G.I.
Supply #2.

Our heartfelt thanks go out to these people and the
numerous other donors who requested their names not
be printed.

REEDOM,
INC....

No matter how the political
pendulum swings this month, here’s
an organization that will stay the
conservative course. Freedom, Inc.,
an international corporation which
supports anti-communist resistance
movements around the world, has
already given substantial backing to
the RENAMO freedom fighters in
Mozambique, and is developing a
package to aid the contras. SOF
Contributing Editor Robert
MacKenzie, who has extensive
experience in Africa and Central
America, is the executive director of
Freedom, Inc. and coordinates
directly with resistance leaders to
determine the best areas for private
sector support. -

Heading Freedom, Inc. are its two
co-chairmen, Sir Harry Schultz and
Larry Abraham, two highly
successful investment bankers who,
as MacKentzie tells us, ‘“‘Are tired of
watching the betrayal of the very
people whom America should be
supporting.”’

So are we. For more information
on Freedom, Inc., contact them at
18000 Pacific Highway South, Dept.
SOF, Suite 1115, Seattle, WA
98188. As SOF has proved in the
past, private sector support can
make a difference.

ROM D.C.
WITH LOVE...

Looking for an interesting job that
might help stave off World War III?
(And we don’t mean visualizing
world peace in your spare time.)
How about becoming a
Russian-speaking State Department
Foreign Service Officer with
specialized training in the vocabulary
of risk reduction.

In what?

As of 1 April, a new form of
“hotline” — Nuclear Risk Reduction
Centers — between Moscow and
Washington are open, our side of
the house being manned by the
above-mentioned FSOs. Every
couple of hours, they send across
everything from Russian literature to
arms control data to their
counterparts in the Soviet Union,
just to make sure the line’s working.

We tried to find someone in
Fogay Bottom who could explain
exactly what training in the
vocabulary of risk reduction entailed,
but after nine phone calls we gave

up up.

How about: “Don’t shoot, Ivan,
the wheat’s on its way”? &
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DOES YOUR
UN COLLECTION
STOP AT THE
20TH CENTURY?

GLOCK 17,
9mm semi-automatic pistol.
Catalog No. 17001

The GLOCK is the vanguard of a whole new era in
handgun manufacturing and design. An era which is
destined to reach well into the 21st century, but is avail-
able to you now.

Space Age Polymers

What makes the GLOCK unique among the field of
9mm semi-automatic pistols is the use of lightweight,
high strength polymers in its frame and magazine. This
space age polymer technology not only makes
the GLOCK an extremely comfortable and dur-
able pistol, but also a very affordable one.
NATO Adopted

Developed for the Austrian military, and
adopted by NATO, the GLOCK has proven
itself on both sides of the Atlantic to be a tough

OCK

GLOCK 19 Compact
9mm semi-automatic pistol.
Catalog No. 19001

If you don’t own one of these,
if probably does.

and reliable semi-automatic. Tested in mud, rain, sand,
ice and heat, it performed flawlessly—continuously firing
10,000 rounds or more without a problem.

More of What You Want

From its simple takedown to its remarkable accuracy, all
GLOCK models offer you more in the way of easy han-
dling than any other pistols in history. And more in the way
of capacity, too. Because fully loaded, the GLOCK 17
will hold up to twenty rounds. And the GLOCK
19 Compact has the capacity for eighteen.
Get Ready Now

Be the first on your block to own a GLOCK, and
get a jump on next century's technology. For a
full color brochure, see your nearest GLOCK
dealer, or write or call GLOCK, Inc. today.

GLOCK, INC.
P.O. Box 369 ¢ Smyrna, Georgia 30081
(404) 432-1202
NATO Stock No.: 1005-25-133-6775
Telex: 543353 Glock At UD
Fax: (404) 433-8719
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50,000 VOLTS OF POWER!!
Defend yourself against muggers, dopers,
rapists or any attacker without deadly force. Our
Stun Guns will instantly "scramble” any assail-
lant's nervous system causing immediate, but
temporary paralysis! By simply touching your
attacker anywhere, he will drop 1o the ground a
helpless blob of "jelly".

Effective even through many layers of clothing, our Stun Guns are not lethal
and are safe to the user. They cannot transmit shock back to you. Operate on
9-volt rechargeable battery (not included). Several models available: Our
normal 50,000 volt Stun Gun; our exclusive "Lightening® Stun Gun which
features a built-in high-intensity strobe light to disorient your assailant; Our Mini-
Stun Gun with a full 50,000 volts of power but only 4" high; The Maxi-Power
Stun Gun with an awesome 80,000 volts; and the Nova XR-5000 which is used
by over 600 police departmentsworld-wide.

#A-007 50K Stun Guh...erecervrereencnns ..$49.95

o i T A T Lo, ‘; .
At last! A tear gas unit that really works! The Phaser is the latest develop-
ment of non-lethal self-defense technology. No other tear gas unit on the
market today can even come close to the Phaser's range and power. It will
shoot a wide lighly powerful blast of CN tear gas up to 20 feet! It completely
eliminates the need for accurate aim. It uses an exclusive Halon valve similar

to those in fire extinguishers. This valve insures that the tear gas mist flows in
the direction intended and releases the gas in a much wider dispersion than
any other tear gas device available. Two convenient sizes available: A 90
gram pocket model and the 150 gram Police model.

#A-030 ..$19.95

#A-031 .$29.95

Long-Distance "Flashlight”
Microphone System

Here is a professional quality long-distance microphone system at a very
affordable price. A completely self-contained, hand-held listening device that I
will make sounds leap across blocks and streets. The system comes complete
with headset, flashlight microphone, parabolic booster-reflector and built-in I
jack for tape recorder. Perfect for hunters, surveillance work, or even bird
listening. Powered by 9-voltbattery. Solid-state circuitry.

$SP-17.......... Flashlight Microphone System....$139.95 |
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4-hour Micro
Recorder

Voice
Activated
Microcassette
Recorder

Perfect for all your recording needs.
Sound level equalizer makes sure
the recorded voice is audible even if
the speaker wanders from the unit.
2-speed recorder is voice-activated
and comes complete with an AC
adapter.

#LNG-4.. Recorder...$79.95

Telephone

Recording Device

With this device, all of your tele-
phone conversations can be auto-
matically recorded on your tape
recorder. Once connected, it will
automatically turn your tape recorder
on when the phone receiver is lifted
off the hook, record both sides of
the conversation with crystal clarity
and then turn the recorder off and
await the next telephone usage.
Dead time on the tape is eliminated.
It wilt also record the tones or pulses
of the outgoing calls, enabling you
to determine the dialed numbers if
necessary. Completely  silent
functioning with no clicks heard on
the'line. This device is not intended
for surreptitious surveillance.

#SM-24............... $29.95

Big Catalog $1.00
Free with Order

Mail In Orders:

Send check, MO or charge information to’
Guardian Security Products
4001 East Fanfol e Dept. SF-11

Phoenix, Arizona 85028

The instantly
lethal weapon!
Cap-Stun is a unique new product
using oleoresin capsicum derived
from hot peppers as its active agent.
Cap-Stun is a formula desighed to
replace Chemical Mace and all other
tear gas aerosols and comes in four
sizes for most needs. Propellent
blend and valve design provide the
proper spray pattern so effectively
to safely subdue all attacks. Cap-
Stun has been field use proven
superior to mace and CS tear gas in
that it WILL control a drunk,
psychotic, attack dog as well as drug
abusers. Cap-Stun acts as an
inflammatory agent rather than an
irritant like the tear gasses. The
inflamed mucous membrane cells
swell to prevent all but life support
breathing as well as dilating the eye
capillaries so the attacker is physi-
cally blinded for the duration with no
harmful aftereffects. Each Cap-Stun
comes complete with leather hoister
#LP-5....172 oz........ $12.95

effective non-

Ordering Information:

By Mail: Use coupon or separate sheet.
Include check, money order or credit card
information.

By Phone: Call 1-800-527-4434. Have
all product and credit card information
ready. Arizona residents call 1-602-
371-1023.

Satisfaction Guaranteed!
Dealer inquiries invited:

Charge Card Orders:
TOLLFREE

1-800-527-4434
in Arizona
(602) 371-1023

_1

We Ship UPS We Accept VISA, MASTERCARD |

Please provide street address or AMERICAN EXPRESS! I

Qty. | Number |  Description Price I

| l

! |

Charge my: Z_—W MasterCard D Visa E Amex SubTotal |

Credit Card Number - Shipping $3.50 I

Expiration Date I I
[] Cbeck Enclosed "] Money Order Total o

Name ___ - - — - — |

Address _ R ‘

City - _ State Zip _]I
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visible recognition that the magazine is
empty.

Occasionally, a shell will jump the shell
stop and propel itself out of the magazine
tube to lodge between the lifter and closed
bolt. Cycling the action after this stoppage
occurs is sometimes impossible. Previous-
ly, the only solution was to mill a slot in the
lifter so that a makeshift tool (such as a key)
could be inserted to pry the shell back into
the magazine. About two years ago Rem-
ington modified the Model 870 bolt by
machining an undercut below the bolt face.
This permits the action to be racked rear-
ward; extracting and ejecting the empty
shell, freeing the shell on the lifter to be
dropped out the ejection port by gravity and
a new round to be chambered from the
magazine tube as the action is racked for-
ward. If your Model 870 bolt is an older
variant, it needs to be altered in this manner.

Rubber recoil pads should always be
rounded to facilitate speed mounts. Sling
swivels are another useful addition. Finally,
Bruce Nelson’s #65 shotgun shell holder
was attached to the stock (Combat Leather,
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 8691 CRB, Tucson,
AZ 85738. Catalog $3). Fabricated from
leather, it holds five rounds and will not
interfere with a proper cheek weld.

Shiny, reflective surfaces just won’t do
on exposed shoulder arms. We chose a
black chrome sulfide conversion coating for
our Robar combat shotgun, which is non-
reflective and more resistant to corrosion
and abrasion than black oxide (salt bluing)

finishes.

All of these custom modifications will set
you back about $600, in addition to the cost
of the shotgun. Not exactly inexpensive.
But, remember, this is a professional tool.
However, purchasing a weapon $uch as this
is only the very smallest part of the equa-
tion. You must be trained, and practice un-
ceasingly.

Proficiency with a combat shotgun
should commence with a tough, demand-
ing, formal training cycle. There is no better
course offered on the fighting shotgun than

the one given by Louis Awerbuck of the

Yavapai Firearms Academy, Ltd. (Dept.
SOF, P.O. Box 27290, Prescott Valley, AZ
86312; phone: (602) 772-8262). Awerbuck
served in the South African Defence Force
and as Chief Rangemaster of Cooper’s
American Pistol Institute from 1984 to
1987. He has taught combat rifle, pistol,
shotgun and submachine gun employment
to law enforcement, civilian and military
groups throughout the United States.

Feeling that it would also serve as an
excellent test bed for the Robar shotgun, I
enrolled in one of Awerbuck’s rigorous
two-day shotgun seminars.

Students first learn that each shotgun bar-
rel has its own idiosyncracies and will pro-
duce better or worse patterns with different
loads and shot sizes at varying distances.
You must know what your personal shotgun
can and cannot do.

Other topics covered include shooting
positions, slings, gun mounting and cheek

weld, ‘‘blind”’ fire drills, tactical manipula-
tion and movement, house clearing, ready
positions, loading techniques, shooting on
the move and weapon retention. At least
250 rounds are fired during the two-day
period. Slugs are shot from snap and braced
precision positions at ranges out to 100
yards. All participants are constantly driven
to their limits by incessant one-on-one com-
petition in every tactical scenario.

In the real world we will invariably and
instinctively react in the manner in which
we have been trained and have practiced.

-~ Proper training and constant practice are

especially important when you employ a
manually operated shotgun. Pump guns

‘must be racked smartly and completely,

both rearward and foreward.

One of the shotgun’s most salient features
is the large variety of ammunition types it
can digest. Moving out of the muzzle at
more than 1,500 fps, 437-grain hollow-
based rifled slugs can extend the combat
shotgun’s range to 200 yards in the hands of
an experienced operator. If the barrel has
been correctly jug choked, you can expect 3
MOA accuracy. At closer ranges, these
slugs will penetrate up to 14 inches of soft
tissue and will expand to leave a wound
track (permanent cavity) 1 inch in diameter.
Some guns will shoot more accurately with
the 490-grain Brenneke slug.

At closer ranges buckshot remains the
better choice. For many years, law enforce-
ment agencies have depended upon No. 4
buckshot which has 27 .24-inch diameter

Genuine U.S.M.C.
Issue Woodiand
camouflage pon-
cho. Latest issue,
soon to be issued
to American com-

$22.95

NE 4 )
Liner, Poncho, camouflaged.
Regular Army issue. Not a com-
mercial copy or import. Designed
originally for use in Viet Nam.
Probably one of the most desired
tems for all Forces in Viet Nam.
Designed to tie into a poncho and
make a sleeping bag. Attaches to
poncho by tying through grom-
mets on poncho. New in bag.
$29.95

ORDERING INSTRUCTIONS (No Minimum Order):

Ripstop,
Desert

$6.95 EACH

CHARLEY'S MILITARIA,

1509 Southeast 25th
Okahoma City, OK 73129

We Accept: VISA/MasterCard. American Express.
Discover. Diners Club. Carte Blanche. & COD's.

NE

PHONE-IN ORDERS TAKEN DAILY
9:00 A.M. — 5:00 P.M.
TOLL FREE 1-800-654-4795
INSIDE OKLA. CALL: 405/672-3533

Extremely Rare, the favorite bladder canteen
of people who've carried them. Used by
Special Forces and Rangers in Viet Nam.
Original 2 qt bladder with nylon carrying
case and support strap. This canteen can be
collapsed as liquid 1s consumed. so there is
NO sloshing noises to betray your presence.

bat forces. Brand new. original issue
Only ...... $24.95 A pargain at ’
SPECIAL i

12’ Woodland Camo, Day Desert,

New Gi Ranger Patrol Cap
WI/Ear Flaps. Available in OD
Woodland Camo,
Camo, Tigerstripe
Camo, Black, Woodland Camo
Ripstop. State Size when order-
ing. Sizes: 7, 7Va, 7V2, 7%.

INC.

NEW

sharpening stone.

$18.95 ea.

New Gl Boonie Hat W/Four
Screen Vents. Available in
OD Ripstop Small Brim,

Tigerstripe, Swat Black, or
Woodland Camo Ripstop.
State Size when ordering. 7,
TVa, 7Y2, 7%. $10.95 EACH.
New GI BDU's. Bellowed
Pockets, Covered Buttons,
Reinforced Knees & Elbows.
Adjustable Waist Tabs.
Available in OD Ripstop,
Woodland Camo Ripstop,
Woodland Camo Std., Tiger-
stripe Ripstop, Day Desen,
Swat Black, or Khaki Tan
Ripstop. Sizes: x-small,
small, med., Ige., & x-large.
Regular lengths only.

$19.95 ea.-

Pants: $24.95 EA.
. Jacket: $24.95 EA.
Set: $47.95/SET

NOTE: SEND $1.00 FOR CATALOG LISTING.

Only ............

NSN#7340-00-098-4327

Lo g

Genuine issue Airforce sur-
vival knife includes issue
metal backed sheath and

Genuine issue USMC combat knife.
Complete with issue black feather
sheath. New in package.

leather holster. Limited:
contract overruns, so order
now!
$23.95 Ea.
LC-1 LOAD BEARING EQUIPMENT -
1 QT. CANTEEN . g
SET ....... $7.00
2-30RD. M-16
AMMO POUCHES.
$9.95 ea.

1 TRI-FOLD E-TOOL
COVER. $3.95¢a.

1LC-1PISTOL
BELT

1 LC-2 SUSPEND-

ERS ...... $11.95

1 FIRST AID/

COMPASS POUCH ALL
$2.95 NEW

1 LC-SMALL

BUTTPACK. COMPLETE SET

Include a minimum of $5.00 for shipping and handling. Shipping charges are based on weight and zip code. Overages are refunded. Okla. residents add 7% state sales tax.
Plea§e include phone number. Credit card customers please furnish card number and expiration date. COD orders must be paid in cash upon receipt (COD Fee $2.20). No
COD's to Alaska, Hawa!I. or Canada. No parcel post COD's. Merchandise returned must be in same condition as shipped and returned within 15 days. A 10% restocking fee
charged for non-defective returned merchandise. We ship primarily UPS. Prices and availability subject to change without notice. This ad supersedes all previous ads.

ORIGINAL

U.S. Army .45
hoister for Colt
1911, Black
leather.

NEW
$20.95

Shoulder holster for large
frame automatic.

ISSUE LEATHER BERETTA
f HOLSTER Contract just let
on new Beretta 9MM .

INCLUDES

$8.95 BUTTPACK

14.95 ONLY ... $59.95
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ORDER TOLL FREE: 1-800-654-4795

FAX: 1-405-672-6686 (24.Hours)
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GRENADA

Continued from page 85

land. He and his jeep crew of four Rangers
were required to remain with their vehicle
until the aircraft landed. After most of the
company had jumped in broad daylight,
Cline’s aircraft headed at once to Barbados
for fuel. Several hours later he flew back,
landed safely, and drove off the aircraft to
report to Abizaid, his company command-
er. He was told to take his jeep to secure a
road junction about 200 meters north of the
True Blue campus, just forward of his com-
pany’s position. With him went Privates
Timothy Romick, Marlin Maynard, Mark
Rademacher, and Russell Robinson.

If you drive along the track north of the
runway in an easterly direction, it is easy to
miss True Blue. The campus is hidden in a
dip in the ground southeast of the end of the
runway. At the time Cline tried to find the
right crossroads there were numerous new
tracks, which bore little relation to those
marked on any map. Cline’s jeep drove past
True Blue along a dusty, dirt road heading
northeast. He continued for some two kilo-
meters before he was certain they were in
the wrong place. By that time he was well
into the area held by the PRA.

The PRA had set up a small ambush about
800 meters northwest of True Blue along-
side the road up which Cline had just driven.
The soldiers were concealed in the bushes,
with one or two shallow trenches, and had
seen the jeep pass. When Cline turned
around, they were waiting for him. They
opened heavy fire on the fast moving vehi-
cle from very close range. Cline and his men
responded with the M60 and their rifles, but
they had been caught by surprise, and the
jeep was wrecked. The uneven fight did not
last long. Although at least one PRA soldier
was shot dead in his trench, Cline,
Maynard, Rademacher and Robinson were
killed; Romick, although wounded, was
able to make his way on foot back to his
unit. Cline, his three crewmen, and Yamane
were the only 1st/75th Rangers killed by
enemy action in Grenada.

It was along the same road, in mid-
afternoon, that the PRA launched their third
counterattack. It was a brave but hopeless
attempt to retake the western end of the
runway. At about 1530 hours an OP from A
Company spotted three BTR-60s
approaching fast. They accelerated down
the track, quite close together, came
through 2nd platoon’s position and opened
fire in the direction of the runway with their
turret machine guns. The Rangers reacted at
once, firing any weapon that was to hand
including rifles, rockets and recoilless
rifles. The leading BTR screeched to a halt
and reversed sharply — straight into the
second one. After two misses the vehicles
were hit by rockets and disabled. The crews
bailed out through the roof hatches, leaving
two dead. The third one turned around, re-
treating rapidly in the direction it had come.
It was able to continue until it was spotted by
an AC-130 overhead, which destroyed it.

A totally unsupported attack by about 24
men had no hope of success at that time. It
was too weak and too late. Had it been
launched in the early morning with a strong-
er force during the hour and a half it took the
Rangers to drop, it might have had a differ-
ent ending. As Sergeant James Bradford,
1st/75th said, ‘It was a valiant, heroic, but
stupid move.”’

The finale of the day for the Rangers
involved aircraft from the carrier Independ-
ence, and, again, A Company, Ist/75th. A
house perched on top of a prominent hill
1,000 meters east of the end of the runway

. had provided two or three PRA guards with

aspectacular view of the day’s events below
them. Late in the afternoon they had seen
some Rangers come within range and
opened fire, effectively pinning the U.S.
troops and wounding one or more.

They were Abizaid’s men, and he wanted
to call up an AC-130, but none were avail-
able, so jets were summoned instead. They
intended to use their Mk 20 bombs to des-
troy the house. After three separate passes
had all produced dud bombs, and with the
target uncomfortably close to his forward
positions, Abizaid wanted to call the whole
thing off. However, the pilots were re-
briefed, and the Rangers put out marker
panels to make sure they were not hit by
mistake, so Abizaid reluctantly agreed to
another try. This time the bombs hit and
exploded, and the house collapsed.

The Rangers had reason to be content
with their day, even though they wouldn’t
be returning home that evening as planned.
Despite the chaos on the aircraft, despite the
long drawn out daylight jump in front of
enemy positions, they had gotten away with
it. The Rangers should have received a very
bloody nose at Salines on 25th October, but
they- did not. Not a single man was killed by
enemy action during the drop. The reason for
this: Castro’s order to the Cubans, whose posi-
tions dominated the runway, was not to fire
unless attacked. They had secured the airfield
and True Blue at the cost of seven dead,
including the two pathfinders, and some six
wounded. Although there had been a lot of not
very effective Cuban shooting, the enemy
had, with a few exceptions, retreated or sur-
rendered when under close attack.

From the start, the Rangers lacked the
basic information on which to plan effec-
tively; they were compelled to accept un-
realistic times for H-Hour, which prevented
surprise, and in the case of Hagler’s battal-
ion, were given an objective well beyond
their capacity unless resistance was non-
existent. The plan they were forced to adopt
took no account of the inevitable difficulties
which occur in every military operation. It
is a fact that things always go wrong, as they
certainly did on this occasion. Any plan
must have a degree of flexibility, a margin
for error and the unexpected, and above all
should try to achieve surprise and not
assume a docile enemy. Although profes-
sionalism and courage played a role in the
Rangers’ success, their efforts were greatly
aided by pure good fortune. R
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