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US_SVIPING

by Peter R. Senich

THE COMPLETE BOOK OF U.S. SNIPING

The American military sniper—he stands as a solitary figure in our nation’s history of fighting
strategy. In this volume, for the first time, serious mijlitary students and martial arms collectors
can trace American sniping materiel from its infancy to the sophisticated systems currently in
use. With almost 400 photos, plus information gleaned from original reports, official corres-
pondence and the personal archives of those within the military establishment, Peter Senich
documents the chronological development of both the United States Army and Marine Corps
sniper arms and related optical sights—from the Civil War era through the conflict in
Vietnam, where first-class sniper training clearly demonstrated the value of precision marks-
manship. Drawn from the classics Pictorial History of U.S. Sniping and Limited War Sniping,
this huge volume contains hundreds of new photos. This is the definitive volume on U.S.
sniping. 8% x 11, hardcover, 375 photos, 288 pp.

$34.95

SABERTOOTH: THE RIP-ROARING
ADVENTURES OF A LEGENDARY
GAME WARDEN
by Terry Hodges
Enjoy the life and times of Gene
Mercer, an extraordinary game war-
den who patrolled California’s forests
and streams for almost 50 years, act-
ing in defense of wildlife. Join him as
he stalks deer poachers, duck hun-
ters and outlaw fishermen, facing
danger, corruption and high adven-

ture. 5% x 8%, hardcover, 250+ pp.

THE
COMPLETE
BLADESMITH

THE COMPLETE BLADESMITH
Forging Your Way to Perfection
by Jim Hrisoulas
Ever wanted a knife you could truly
say is yours? Make it! Written by a
master bladesmith, this book leads
you to your own forge and along the
path to the perfect blade. Whether
you want a tanto, cable dagger,
Damascus broadsword, or a simple
high-carbon steel utility knife, it's all
here. 8% x 11, hardcover, 58 photos,

GET EVEN:
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks
A hilarious overview of the methods
people use to geteven with big busi-
ness, government and enemies.
More sophisticated and involved
tricks are included, such as ones
devised by CIA and Mafia members
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80
sections present dirty tricks ranging
from the simple to the elaborate. For
entertainment only! 5'2 x 8", hard-

man, utility, restaurant, or super-
market is a cinch with over 130 L
creatively nasty techniques. For

entertainment purposes only! 5% x

spending too much on firearms.
Firearms for Survival is a book you
may not be able to live without. 8% x
11, softcover, 136 pp., 115 photos.

$17.95 101 illus., 192 pp. $25.00 cover, 192 pp. $16.95

THE STURM, RUGER 10/22 RIFLE FORGIVE? FORGET IT! HOW TO GET ANYTHING
AND .44 MAGNUM CARBINE Creative Revenge at its Best ON ANYBODY
by Duncan Long by Michael Connor How To Get by Lee Lapin

Legendary reliability and classic If you've had all you can take from ANYTHING Get the goods on others with this
design are the hallmarks of the Ruger H)I“I‘WE? the bullies and incompetents in your ON encyclopedia of advanced investi-
10/22rifleand its forerunner, the .44 life, try revenge British-style. From Jﬂ ANYBODY] gative and surveillance techniques.
Magnum Carbine. In this in-depth fonGET " mild to mean, the utterly rude tech- o Here are expert ways to secretlybug
look at both weapons, noted fire- CREATIVE REVENG! niques detailed here will bewilder ¢ any target! Info on lock-pick tech-
arms author Duncan Long covers AT ITS BEST your enemies, amuse your allies, nology, how polygraphs and voice
specs, troubleshooting, ammo and and gratify your unforgiving heart. — lie detectors can be tricked and
accessories—this book’s got it all! This wonderful volume of trickery is o much more, including more than
Get your hands on a classic. 5%2 x offered for entertainment purposes 100 sources for equipment and
8, softcover, photos, illus., 108 pp. only! 5% x 8%, hardcover, illus., superspy syst 8% x 11, soft-

$10.00 210 pp. $16.95 cover, illus., 264 pp. $30.00

MAKE "EM PAY FIREARMS FOR SURVIVAL THE GERMAN ASSAULT RIFLE
Ultimate Revenge Techniquesfrom by Duncan Long 1935-1945  The Definitive Study
the Master Trickster . Duncaton Cut through the manufacturers’ y by Peter R. Senich

Want to see your enemies grovel at . — hype and hot air of gun-shop com- Get the complete story of the most
your feet? The meanest man in the FIREARMS mandos with the first complete book significant era in modern small arms
world and author of the infamous Get on this subject since 1976.Firearms development! This precise account
Even brings you more dirty tricks, SURVIVAL | expert Duncan Long rates the best | of the machine carbine, machine pis-
schemes, scams and stunts. Getting guns for hunting, self-defense and tol and assault rifles employed by
back at a landlord, politician, sales- r il ' combat, and shows how to avoid Hitler's Wehrmacht during WW I

also reviews the ammo, field acces-
sories and special equipment in-
tended for the short cartridge weap-
on. 8% x 11, hardcover, 405 photos,

crossing the line of legality them-

HANDBOOK FOR

selves. Here is the actual FBI hand-
SPECIAL book used as a quick reference by
AGENTS agents on the street, reprinted for

the Paladin reader. Know whatthese
Agents can and cannotdo under the
law—you never know when you
might be unjustly accused. 5%2x 8%,
softcover, 120 pp. $25.00

The woods are full of people who

1| wish they had taken a shotatadven-

ture when they had the chance. But
it's not too late. Adventurer Ragnar
Benson details 24 action-packed
careers, including Pl, bounty hunter,
stunt man, gunrunner and rodeo
cowboy, and how to breakinto them.
5% x 8%, hardcover, 360 pp. $17.95

LT rrrory

8%, hardcover, 224 pp. $16.95 $16.95 238 pp. $39.95
LEGAL HANDBOOK FOR . ACTION CAREERS U.S. NAVY SEAL
SPECIAL AGENTS Employment in the High-Risk U.S. NAVY SEAL COMBAT MANUAL
Find out how Special Agents deal in - Job Market COMBAT MANUAL ] One of the mostrare FMs inthe field
LEG AL the lawless criminal world without by Ragnar Benson > of military collecting, with special

emphasis on underwater demolition
techniques and explosives. Equip-
ment and tactics employed by this
elite fighting force are covered, as
are SEAL weapons, communica-
tions, diving, infiltration and exfiltra-
tion, survival, and more. 8% x 11,

softcover, photos, illus., 240 pp.

$14.95

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES

SCREW UNTO OTHERS: REVENGE SURVIVAL/FIGHTING
TACTICS FOR ALL KNIVES .................... $14.00
OCCASIONS............... $16.95 OBTAINING YOUR PRIVATE

FALSE IDENTIFICATION: THE INVESTIGATOR’S
PROBLEM AND TECHNOLOGICAL LICENSE ................... $ 8.00
OPTIONS .................. $12.00 DE OPPRESSO LIBER: THE

U.S. ATTORNEY’S MANUAL ON ILLUSTRATED HISTORY OF THE
ELECTRONIC U.S. ARMY SPECIAL
SURVEILLANCE ............ $12.00 FORCES ................... $24.95

WEAPONS OF OKINAWA: A SWAT TRAINING AND
DEVASTATING KOBUDO EMPLOYMENT ............. $14.00
ARSENAL .................. $12.00 LONG-RANGE PATROL

CAREERS IN SECRET OPERATIONS .............. $14.95
OPERATIONS: HOW TO BE SPECIAL FORCES MEDICAL
A FEDERAL INTELLIGENCE HANDBOOK............... $16.95
OFFICER. ...............c.e $ 8.95 SHOTGUN IN COMBAT ...... $10.00

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE — DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED
PALADIN PRESS ® P.O. BOX 1307 ® BOULDER, CO 80306 ® (303) 443-7250
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PALADIN PRESS

8

P.0. BOX 1307-8ES
BOULDER, CO 80306
Phone (303) 443-7250

Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders:
1-800-642-8300, ext. 24. Call 24 hours a
day, 7 days a week. Call from any state
but Alaska. Send $1.00 for 50-page
CATALOG of 300titles (free with order.)

. Please send me the following titles:

l Payment: O Check orMoney Order, O VISA, O MasterCard.

l Card No. Exp. SUBTOTAL
NAME Please include
$3.00 postage
. ADDRESS and handling
cTy STATE oe TOTAL
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EMP SUPPORTS

FREEDOM

FIGHTERS...
Sirs:
. In the March 1988
SOF, a letter writer
asked which presidential
candidates support
anti-communist freedom
fighters. You mentioned
that among
Republicans, George
Bush and Bob Dole
support freedom
fighters. Why didn’t you
also mention that Jack
Kemp is a strong
supporter of people
fighting for their
freedom against
communism?

Not only does Mr.
Kemp support freedom
fighters, he's also a
strong supporter of gun
owners’ rights. Bob
Dole has supported our
Second Amendment
rights, but his support is
not absolute. For
example, he supports
the seven-day waiting
period bill, which would
create the framework for
a New York City-style
gun law for the entire
country. George Bush
has occasionally made
efforts in support of gun
owners, but only
enough to make it seem
that he supports gun
owners’ rights, not
because he strongly
supports the Second
Amendment.

[ thought it was a
serious oversight not to
mention Jack Kemp,
who supports freedom
fighters and gun owners
because they are causes
he believes in, not just
to get votes.

Peter Karr
Evanston, Illinois
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UVOROV WAS
SPETSNAZ?...
Sirs:

In reference to ““‘Spetsnaz Invades America”
[SOF, January ’88], the authors state that “‘there
has never been a Spetsnaz defector to the West.”
What about the book Inside the Aquarium: The
Making of a Top Soviet Spy, by Viktor Suvorov?
Mr. Suvorov states that he was ‘“‘recruited from the
Soviet Tank Corps into Spetsnaz, attaining the rank
of captain,” and subsequently served as a successful
agent in the GRU (Soviet military intelligence). Is
there any truth to his claim?

Jim Tepes
Scranton, Pennsylvania

Viktor Suvorov, the assumed name of a Soviet
defector, has written four books on the Soviet
military since his defection. His most recent book,
Spetsnaz: The Story of the Soviet SAS, has just
been published in London.

Suvorov is believed to be Vladimir Resun, a GRU
agent who defected to the West several years ago.
Although he most certainly served in the GRU,
nothing in his previous statements would suggest
that he ever served in Spetsnaz units. Jim Shortt, a
noted student of Soviet special forces, has said that
mistakes and contradictions in Suvorov’s new book
strongly indicate that Suvorov didn’t serve in
Spetsnaz. According to Shortt, the book contains
little new information and has “all the hallmarks of
bad academic research.”

UT OF
NEW JERSEY...
Sirs:

Let me start by saying that my
family has lived in New Jersey for
the last four generations.

Recently 1 applied for a “‘yellow
card,” a Firearms Purchase and
Operators Permit. This is a privilege
and not a right in New Jersey. My
first attempt failed because my
references panicked. My second
attempt failed because my
fingerprints were smudged. Then
they lost my application. [ applied
again; they lost it again. Since
permits are acquired through the
local police force, I challenged the
officer in charge and was told some
astonishing things. The man threw
three of my applications in my face
(I'd paid $46 each time [ applied,
nonrefundable). [ told the cop about
the Second Amendment and he told
me, “Not anymore” and ‘‘There
won’t be a Constitution when we’re
through with it!”

This is a state where a judge said,
“The Constitution has no bearing in
this court. [ am the law.”

I'd had enough, so [ left for good.

JW.
Sunnyvale, California

EAT OVER
HEAT DESCRIPTION...
Sirs:

In the January SOF, the sidebar
called “PG-7 Grenade: Method of
Operation” in the article “Guns
Behind the Great Wall Part 4"
contains the following
misinformation: ‘“The explosion is
focused ... into a super-hot gas jet.
This jet bums through armor plate.”

While the gas jet is indeed
super-hot, it cannot be expected to
burn through armor plate, nor is that
the principle by which this works.
Ask anyone who makes a living with
a super-hot oxy-acetylene torch how
long it will take to burn through
330mm of steel plate. HEAT is just a
useful acronym.

The method by which this works
is well-explained in publications that
can be purchased through your own
magazine. But, of course, you knew
that. Otherwise, the article and the
rest of the magazine were the usual
well-researched material we've come
to take for granted.

Richard B. Douglas
Syracuse, New York

SOF Technical Editor Peter G.
Kokalis replies: “In attempting to
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REUNIONS
Seabees :

The Navy Seabee
Veterans of America are
holding their 42nd
annual national
convention and reunion
in La Crosse, Wisconsin,
from 3 to 7 August
1988. For information
contact: Navy Seabee
Veterans of America,
SVA, [sland X-19, PO
Box 1002, La Crosse,
WI 54602-1002.
716th MPs

The 716th MPs,
Companies A, B and C,
are having their second
reunion in Omabha,
Nebraska, on 1 October
1988. For information
contact: Duane Hursey,
Route 1, Box 187,
Shelby, 1A 51570;
phone (712) 544-2662.

ONOR
ROLL...

El Salvador/Nicaragua
Defense Fund
contributors:

Conservative Caucus of
Lower Delaware, Melvin
King, James Reese,
Thomas Hill, Christopher
Marquette, Robert J.
Redmond Jr., Ronald S.
Hall, Broderick Mollere,
Michael S. Bilson.

Afghan Freedom
Fighters Fund
contributors:

Ronald S. Hall,
Broderick Mollere.

Refugee Relief
International Inc.
contributors:

William Kiff; Kenneth
Schustereit — in honor of
Ollie North; Michael A.
Mitchell, DO; A.W.
Cordiale.

Our heartfelt thanks go
out to these people and
the numerous other
donors who requested
their names not be
printed.
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OF UNDER
IVAN’S SKIN...

Moscow’s own Literaturnaya Gazeta has an article
on Afghanistan entitled “Conspiracy” in their 20
October 1987 edition that fingers two SOF
contributors, David Isby and Gene Scroft, as being
ruthless enemies of the Afghan people.

Isby is described as the one who “attained U.S.
sanctions from Congress in order to arm Afghan
counter-revolutionaries with Stinger [antiaircraft]
missiles.” The article then accuses the Committee
for a Free Afghanistan (CFA), of which Isby is a
senior board member, of being “a tool of the CIA
... a committee of chameleons” and provoking
bloodshed in Afghanistan (apparently they don’t
think the Soviet invasion in 1979 was provocation
enough). It goes so far as to say that the CFA “is
trying to destroy Afghan armistice with
American-made Stingers.”

CFA destroying the Afghan armistice? Nice try,
Ivan.

As for Gene Scroft, they quote from his articles
“Yank in Afghanistan” and “Holy War Combat
Tour” (see SOF, December 86 and January '87) as
examples of how bloodthirsty the mujahideen are
compared to the honorable, peace-loving
communist Afghan quislings who have been, among
other things, sending young Afghans to re-education
camps in the Soviet Union and trying to “liberate”
Afghanistan from itself. Figure that one out.

We're happy Ivan is such an avid reader of SOF.
Just so there’s no mistake about our views, let us
reiterate — we hope the Sovs continue to get their
collective butts kicked until they retreat from
Afghanistan.

The CFA is an excellent source of information on
that conflict. Give them a call at (202) 546-7577.

IOTS IN
NICARAGUA...

Hundreds of anti-Sandinista
rioters, protesting a failed economy
and forced military recruiting, took
to the streets of Monimbo,
Nicaragua, on 8 February 1988.
Chanting anti-government slogans,
the angered crowd pelted the local
police station with rocks and set fire
to cars. The following night an even
larger group of demonstrators set up
barricades of burning tires. Interior
Minister Tomés Borge personally led
a force of paramilitary units to deal
with the demonstrators. They broke
up the crowd with clubs, battered
journalists and seized news film.

Sandinista military reaction in
Monimbo was restrained by the fact
that nearly a decade ago, this Indian
shantytown was the site of the first
major urban insurrection against
Anastasio Somoza, and ever since
official speeches have been
peppered with references to ‘“‘heroic
Monimbo.”

Even so, some Sandinistas are
apparently losing patience with
opponents and are threatening to
clamp down hard again. ‘“We may
not have a state of emergency
anymore, but it's not legal . .. to
publish calls to resist the draft,” says
Nelba Blandon, spokeswoman for
the Interior Ministry.

Such a crackdown might not be
necessary, as many Nicaraguans are
simply too demoralized and
exhausted to oppose the
well-entrenched Marxist regime in
Managua. “‘People are devoting
most of their time just to surviving;
there aren’t enough hours in the day
to protest too,”” says one diplomat.
“Besides,” says Miriam Mejia as she
stands outside her dilapidated store,
whose outside walls have been
painted with pro-Sandinista
propaganda, “I'd love to paint over
it, but there’s no paint!”

ON’T STEP IN
THE GLASNOST!...
Remember in 1987 when

thousands of Latvians held a
demonstration just outside Red
Square in Moscow? And remember
how it was heralded in the news
media as a great symbol of the new
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OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS
SOF EXCHANGE e P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 ® Phone 1-800-323-1776 opr. 131.

T-SHIRTS! o T-

SHIRTS!

Front

@vns;i
LEBANON

Help A Syrian Mcet Allah

16-40 SURAWONG ROAD — LA L J | “‘Hey, we just [~
vt Back N “ @ stepped in some
BANGKOK #1024 #1021 ' e
o | #1008 Back
Anytlme Khadaffi #1015 ron DELTA FORCE
#1025 Front Lt. Blue $9.95 Visit Lebanon
y Lt. Blue 810.95 World Tour Front Tan %9.95
Lucy's ‘T:gze.;sben #1018 Navy, Long Sleeve an
White $12. Seal Team Front $14.95 - or - AEROFLOT #1031
Silver $9.95 Black Short Sleeve ~N Acrofiot
COMMUNISM IS $10.95 erofio
CONTRA. #1011 #1003 S\ S Sy | silver with
BANNED Grenada ’ll—“\\ design i
gn in Red
Silver $9.95 OFFICIAL AIRLINES OF $10.95
THE AFGHANISTAN
INVASION WITHDRAWAL

#1012
Contra-Banned #1009
Red 89,95 SOF HK
Black $9.95
#1002 - Peace
White $9.95
#1005 #1006
Spedial Forces Marines
Black $9.95 CoA'Tj?. Gold $9.95 Sl:,ﬁTl:;lsgngT #1027
o ) Ll WAR GAMES | . Rhodesian Army
= SPECIAL FORCES 1959 t0 1975 G000 White $9.95
SOLDIER OF
FORTURNE -
LOVING BY CHOICE CENTRAL
#1001 KILLING BY PROFESSION AMERICA
TRAINING MARINES
8OF Logo Front TEAM | |
Black #9.95 % wany LET ME WIN YOUR Fromt #1007
HEARTS AND MINDS, S.E. Asia
#1013 OR LL BURN YOUR Black $9.95
CATT. HAMN HUTS DOWN
Navy $9.95 N
(<
Back Back
QTY. STYLE NO. SIZE AMOUNT SOF EXCHANGE
Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, SF 5/88, P.O. Box 687, Boulder CO 80306
PAYMENT: [JVISA [JMASTERCARD []JCHECK ENCLOSED
Card #
Exp.
T-Shirts available in S, M, L, XL. SUB TOTAL NAME
XXL available for $1.00 addition-
al. Pinase include $1.75 for the  Postage & Handling ADDRESS
first item ordered — include 75¢ CITY. STATE. Z\P.
for each additional ltem for post- 6% S%jes Tex
age and handling. Overseas We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA — cali us toll-free —
orders add 30%. Please allow 4-6 TOTAL 1-800-323-1776, operator 131. For customer service calls, dial (303)
weeks for delivery. 449-3750.
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A SQUARE HEAD FOR A SQUARE DEAL

Tall Paul, Inc.
P.O. Box 248
Eagleville, Mo. 64442

DELIVERS FIREWORKS TO YOU

Order Early - Call Toll Free
1-800-525-4461 or (816) 867-3354
VISA - MasterCard - Discover

PAYMENT WILL BE ACCEPTED BY
CREDIT CARD OR MONEY ORDER ONLY!

NO PERSONAL CHECKS PLEASE.

FREE BONUS WITH ORDER!
FREE PUNKS WITH EACH ORDER

$40 Orders: 1 Free gross (144 rockets) of Alr Travel Bettle ﬂnckan
$100 Crders: } IFra?agkrm (144 rockets) of Alr Travel Bottle Rockets and 480
racrackers

Orders shlpped by Parcel Service Truck for $7.50 shipping
and handfing. Orders can be shipped to relatives in adjoining

MasterCard, VISA or Discover Only!
Fillinand sign. 0O MasterCard C1VISA 0 Discover

states for the $7.50. ME, CT, RI, AK, VT, NJ, MD and OR should

call for shipping information. No shipments made to H,

Expiration Date

Canada, CA, Phoenix Metro, MA, MN, GA, Madiscn, Wi or

e K stk 7L B SRR U A R Crdt Card Number
$750 Orders: 1 Fres cass (3,800 rockets) of Black Cat Bottls Rockets and substitute for out-of-stock items. Absolutely no C.0.D. orders .
1 Frea casa of 16,000 Black Cat Firecrackers accepted. If you have any questions, call toll free. Signature
AMT. | UNIT |NO. OESCRIPTION OF ITEM BRICK | CASE TOTAL AMT. | UNIT |KO. OESCRIPTION OF ITEM 00Z [GROSS| TOTAL
1 | 40/12 Firecrackers - Br. 480 pcs., Case 15360 pes. | 6.00 [127.00 Missiles and Helicopters
2 | 80/16 Firecrackers - Br. 1,280 pcs., Case 15,360 pes. | 13.25 (127.00 36 | Junior Jets w/Reports 8.60 | 86.00
3 | 40/50 Firecracké[s - Br. 2,000 pcs., Case 16,000 pes. | 19.50 [132.00 37 | Two-Stage Helicopter Spin Up - $2.00 ea. 16.80 [168.00
4 | 10/200 Black Cat - Br. 2,000 pcs., Case 16,000 pcs. 21.75 |156.00 38| Two-Stage Space Jets (12 to pkg.) 4,00 | 40.00
5 | 40/12 Black Cat - Br. 480 pcs., Case 15,360 pcs. 6.75 1150.00 39 | Reconnaissance Planes (1 pkg. of 6 - $3.95) 725} 72.50
6 | Lady Crackers - Br. 1,600 pcs., Case 51,200 pcs. 11.00 1208.00 40 | Plane Flying at Night (12 to pkg.) 7257250
7 | Jumping Jacks - Br. 576 pcs., Case 11,520 pcs. 12.25 [220.00 41 | Flying Bisc or Satellite 250 | 25.00
Underwater Firecrackers BOX |CASE 42 | Large Missile - $1.75 each 17.50 {175.00
8 | M-60 - works in water, Box 72 pcs.. Case 1.440 pcs. | 15.00 [241.00 43 { Giant Missile - $2.15 each 21.50 [215.00
Sky Rockets 002 |aRo8s Smoke and Novelties Doz [GROSS
9 | Pop Bottle Rockets, réport - 144-5.00, 3.600-$96.00 5.00 44 | Two Colored Smoke 2.00 ) 20.00
10 | Black Cat Bottle Rockets - 144-$6.00, 3,600-8112.00 6.00 45 | Cherry Smoke Balls (assorted colors) 2.00 | 20.00
11 | Whistling Moon Travelers - 144-89.95, 2,880-$157.00 995 46 | Small Tanks 6.80 | 68.00
12 | Fierce-Tiger Soaring Rocket 6.80 | 68.00 47 | Pull Fireworks - Burglar Alarm 275 21.50
13 | Clustering Bee Rocket 6.80 | 68.00 48 | Cigarette Loads 425 | 42.50
14 | Wild Geese Rocket 6.80 | 68.00 49 | Auto Foolers (whistle, smoke and bang) 7.10| 71.00
15 | Butterfly Rocket 6.80 | 68.00 PKG. [0ZPKG
16 | Parachute Rocket with Flare 6.80 | 68.00 50 | Red Rat Chasers (144 to pkg.) 8.30 | 83.00
17 | 4 oz. Skyrocket w/Stars or Report 9,00 | 90.00 51 | Party Snappers (50 to pkg.) 90 9.00
18 | 6 0z. Skyrocket w/Stars or Report 10.50 |105.00 52 | Aircraft Carriers (2 to pky.) 2.80 | 28.00
19 | 8 0z. Skyrocket w/Stars or Report 11.75 {117.50 53 | Champagne Party Poppers (pkg. of 12) 210 ( 21.00
Night Display Shells EACH | D0OZ 54 | Whistling Jacks (24 pes. to pkg.) 125 1250
20 | Saturn Missile Battery - 12 shot 1.80 | 18.00 §5 | Rocket Guns (pkg. of 12) 7.00! 70.00
21 | Saturn Missile Battery - 25 shot 350 35.00 56 { Ground Bloom Flower (pkg. of 6) 90 | 10.80
22 | #100 Floral Shell 950 | 95.00 Sparklers and Fountains BOX [DZBX.
23 | #200 Giant Floral Display 11.80 {118.00 57 | Sparklers - 10" (96 pcs. $4.50) 450
24 | 100-shot Magical Barrage 6.50 | 65.00 58 | Sparklers - 14", Morning Glories (144 pcs. $12.95) 12.95129.50
25 | Frightened Bird 4.00 | 40.00 59 | Sparklers - 20" (12 to box) 8.75] 87.50
26 | Soiree '5.00 | 50.00 60 | Black Snakes - 72 snakes $2.35, 288 snakes $7.00 | 2.35
27 | News Transmitter 4.00 | 40.00 ' EACH | DOZ
28 | Kaleidoscope 450 | 45.00 61 | No. 3 Assorted Colors Cone - 7* Fountain 115 11.50
29 | Garden-in-Spring 6.50 | 65.00 62 | Jumbo Carnival Cone 210 21.00
30 | 96 shot Colored Pearl 925 | 9250 Roman Candles 0oz |6ROSS
31 | 48 shot Colored Pear! 4.00 ) 40.00 63 | Roman Candle - 5 shot 670 67.00
32 | Box of 12 Festival Balls 14.50 }145.00 64 | Roman Candle - 8 shot 840 )°84.00
33 | Night Parachute 85( 850 65 | Roman Candle - 10 shot 11.00 {110.00
34 | Day Parachute 85| 850 Assortments EACH | DOZ.
35 | Marching Cicada (61 4-inch firing tubes) 18.99 [189.90 66 | Mad Hornet Assortment Box - $34.00 value 24.00 1240.00
’ 67 | Black Hornet Assortment Box - $45.00 value 3020 |302400
Name 68 | Scott's Giant Family Bag - $75.00 value 53.80 [538.00
(please print) Add Freight Costs of $7.50 7.50
Address Total Amount Enclosed '
{Include Rural Route and Box Number. We cannot ship directly to a post office box. Include zip code.) Send Certifled Check or Money Order
This merchandise sold on the representation of the buyer that the same will be used strktly
C]ty State Zi P ﬁ:gtl)e"fra\n::yw:;?;-:haec:l::: %'r";ﬁ f}ate qi des!g:a‘(;.?: ;n: Plf sqld upog l::rci:’r‘\;l:;?n thatthe seller shall not be
Phone ( ) Magazine 22‘?:?3*’.°L§,?b‘;’s‘£?e' and ;ror;nse aa'lda‘iondm?m o this sale, t?\tgl?'h':veestgrt:p?l'eg ﬁ?&u{vie: i’aﬁ.';"é?}%'s

Signature of Purchaser

Stateof D of this and have, or will, obtain any necessary. its required by Law
and will use or sell these Fireworks listed above in strict compliance with ajl-appficable laws, whether
City, State or Federal. | also understand as a condition of this sale that f am mrelgh leen years of age.

AT TALL PAUL'S WE APPRECIATE YOUR BUSINESS - CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-525-4461
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In 1985, in the area near Soviet headquar-
ters in east Afghanistan, there were, accord-
ing to reliable Afghan sources, at least 35
laboratories where heroin was being pro-
duced from raw opium. The U.S. Drug En-
forcement Agency (DEA) reports that some
40 percent of world heroin production is
from Afghanistan. According to officials in
Pakistan, Afghan opium production is
around 850 tons a year and used to be trans-
ported as heroin destined for Western Euro-
pean and American markets through Iran
and Turkey. These heavily armed convoys
leaving Herat for Iran were, however, re-
peatedly ambushed by Iranian troops, so the
present route, supposedly in use since 1985,
goes directly from Herat (by camel) to the
Soviet Union, from where it is driven by
truck or brought by train and ship to Turkey
for further distribution. Pakistan, too, re-
ceived a fair amount of heroin directly from
the Afghan border areas.

A member of the Dutch central police
information service, the CRI, informed me
that Termez, a Soviet city on the Soviet
Union/Afghanistan border, is believed to be
the collection point for heroin produced in
the occupied areas. According to Afghan
sources, the areas where most of the poppies
are grown are near Jalalabad, Koendoez and
Feyzabad, the greatest production areas
being in the northeastern part of Af-
ghanistan.

The 220 kilos of heroin found on board
the Captain Tomson in Rotterdam were

secretly destroyed sometime in July 1986 at
the garbage disposal facility at Rijnmond,
Netherlands, where it was brought in a large
armored car transport by the Dutch national
police.

The conclusions drawn from Dutch in-
vestigations were that Soviet government
involvement was obvious but could only be
proven by indirect means. As a result of this
and other illegitimate activity by ‘‘commer-
cial’’ Soviet shipping, a secret NATO mari-
time convention was held at Schiphol air-
port, Amsterdam, on 28 November 1987,
where plans were made to trail and keep
better track of such vessels. It must be
stressed that official Soviet cooperation
throughout the investigation of the record-
breaking quantity of narcotics discovered
on their ship was minimal — at most times
unwilling or even impedimentary, especial-
ly where it concerned the comings and
goings of Soviet vessels.

One last detail of interest remains: Three
suspects in this case were arrested and in-
terrogated for two days in Rotterdam at the
end of May 1986. Upon orders of the mu-
nicipal court of Rotterdam, all three were
released on 2 June 1986 for supposed lack of
evidence. Dutch police declined to say in
which way these three men were connected
to the case and whether those arrested were
Soviet or of another nationality. Had they
not been Soviet, that fact could have easily
been acknowledged.

Subsequent investigation into the execu-

tion-style murder of Rob Koning also netted
no result — but then, those who shot him
and threw him in the Amstel River un-
doubtedly did so to preclude ongoing inves-
tigations from being fruitful. &

AIRBORNE RECON

Continued from page 35

zas and a breakdown of the insurgents sup-
ported by the neighboring communist coun-
try of “*Nicanor’’), as well as various maps,
target lists and specifics dealing with the
Army air assets the scouts would be using
during the FTX.

In essence, just about everything a pla-
toon leader would need to know to run his
missions was made available. Part of Maj.
Rivera’s evaluation of the platoon would be
based on what the platoon leader did with all
the information he’d been given, as it
affected his platoon.

I sat through ist Lt. Bulatao’s warning
order to his platoon administration and
squad leaders. This information would get
the platoon gearing up for the mission while
the platoon leader worked out his full
OPORD. As Maj. Rivera had told me ear-
lier, this was one of SRSC’s pluses: The
platoon and its leaders could practice troop-
leading procedures — getting ready for a
wartime mission — as they’d most likely do
itif the balloon really went up. Solid, neces-

=7ea UNDERWATER/SURVIVAL St

Gerber BMF Knite

The ultimate edge - 8” Bowie
blade with chisel tooth saw.
QOverall tegnth 13”. 4" thick
blade Weight: 15 oz without
sheath, 28.5 oz with. Con-
structed from carbon surgi-
cal stainless steel. honed toa

R

Chronosport

The name in divers
watches! All black,
multi function analog/
digital combination,
alarm, rotating bezel,
sweep second hand,
timer, two time zones,

Compact SCUBA
Ready to use - just add air
Two cubic foot cylinder with
altached regulator. Enough
air to ascent from 90 feet. or
for short period of submer-

=\

Survival System
Tekna's Wilderness Edge weighs only 14
0z with sheath, measures 102" long. and

razor's edge. Rockwell c54- ki more! sion. 174" long, 24" wide. has a surgical stainiess sleel 6 biade. The
55 hardness! New improved With nylon strap - and weiéhs c;nly a few knife handle houses a Splash Light urder
sheath features clips. com- Retail $462.00 pounds. ahinged panel, while the sheath contains
pass. sharpening hone. and Sale $346.50 Retail $190 00 a full survival system - signal mirror, sur-
heavy Cordura construction With bracelet - Sale $149.95 vival guide, fishing reel, hooks, compass.
Lifetime warranty. Retail $545.00 ’ and fire slarter! Model T-6300.
Retail $160.00 Sale $109.95 Sale $408.75 Retail $129.95 Sale $109.95
C fl rubber d C ftage rubber coated Black rubber coated Compact Nikon

7X35 with rapid
focus, carry case,
strap. Measures
approx. 7 X5X2".

7X50 with rapid
focus, carry case,
strap. Measures
approx. 7 X 8 X

Nikon Tropical
7X50, individual
focus for each
eye, includes
special lens
covers, sirap.

by Measures approx.
Modei 139.385.00 2%". Models;ggs 816 X 816 X 3.
Model 750HPIF.
Retail $630.00
Sale $399.95

9X25, with center
focus, carry case,
strap. Porro pr-
ism, measures
approx 4% X 4 X
4%". Model
925CF. Retail
$190.00

Sale $119.95

U.S.TECH SCUBA
All american made equip-
ment! Shadow all biack

Dive Flasher

BCD with power, pack,
large pockets, and more,
ARIS series Explorer reg-
ulator with ARIS octopus,
Datacom double console
{PSI/Depth). and Atuminum
B0 K cylinder with boot. Re-
tail over $1000.00

Sale $579.95

Ideal for diver loca- j

tion, rescue work, or
marking. O-Ring
sealed. Uses one C
cell battery. Water-
proof to 150°. Meas-
ures approx. 5" X
7

$29.95

Mini Fiash Light
Features pocket clip,
magenet in butt, G
transparent housing.
Screw down lens to
tum on. Very bright. te
Uses two AAA batter-
ies (Included). Over-
all legnth 434", 34~
wide. By Pelican.

$8.95

vented blade and open
heel, silicone mask with

bore silicone snorkel. Rug-
ged, high quality, great for
snorkeling or SCUBA.
Retail $140.00

Mask, Snorkel,
Fin Package
raphite black fins with

mpered glass, and large

Sale $84.95

How to order: Call us at (312) 763-1669 (SOF1NOW) or send your order to Underwater, 6674 Northwest Hwy., Chicago, IL 60631. We accept
Master Card, Visa, American Express, and Discover Card. Inclose your card number and expiration with order. We will also accept money
orders and certified checks. Sorry, no COD's. Shipping: Include $3.00 for orders under $50.00, $6.00 for orders under $150.00, and $9.00 for
orders over $150.00. Caution: You must be certified in the use of SCUBA before atiempting to dive. A division of Berry Industries.
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ridgeline and they had the -markaz sur-
rounded; the way down into the Tirah was
cut off.

We fled down the mountain and took
another side trail around the curve of the
mountain down into the Tirah. One of the
horsemen grabbed my arm and drew me
aside. ‘‘Don’t let anyone know you are a
foreigner,”’ he said. ‘‘If the Tirah people
find out who you are, they will kill you.’
Marvelous. I felt like I was starring in a
feature-length production of ‘‘Out of the
Frying Pan and Into the Fire.’’ On we went,
stumbling in the darkness, not daring to
shine a light.

Gradually the crowds of refugees thinned
out as families left the trail, moving off into
the rocks and fields to camp. We kept on
going, exhausted, moving like zombies.

Forty-five minutes after we left the ridge-
line, the skyline behind us erupted in lurid
fire as the Soviets attacked the markaz with
rockets and heavy artillery. Parachute flares
drifted down, adding to the ugly glow, the
light the Afghans call, with a mixture of
irony and poetry, ‘‘the Russian moon.’’ Af-
ter 10 minutes or so the explosions and
flashes petered out. It was dark again.

We stopped at 0100 hours and rested by
the trail, hidden under our blankets. Two
hours later we heard the sound of footsteps
and voices — it was the nine mujahideen
who were supposed to meet us back in the
bombed-out village. They had missed us in
the confusion of the Soviet assault and had

no idea whether we were alive or dead.
They were very glad to see us. The feeling
was definitely mutual. '

It took us until midday the next day to
reach Landi Kotal, traveling without a
break. By the time we got there, my blisters
were so bad I could barely walk. Riding,
alas, was out of the question. Our nine mu-
jahideen escorts had roped dozens of RPG-7
rounds on top of the already top-heavy
loads, and it would have taken a circus
stunt-rider to stay mounted.

Just short of Landi Kotal, when I thought
it was all over, fate played a last exceeding-
ly dirty trick. The Pakistani police had set
up a checkpost ahead, blocking the way into
town.' We had to finish our journey with a
two-hour slog, in blinding heat, up an
eroded butte and down a secret back-wadi
into town. I was so thirsty when we reached
the guerrilla safe house in Landi that I put
down half a gallon of water, six tangerines
and three Coca-Colas in less than 20 min-
utes. When I peeled off my boots and socks,
the mujahideen gathered around and
gasped: They said that they had seen fine
sets of blisters before, but that mine rivaled
the best seen on the Khyber Pass in recent
history.

Three days later in Peshawar, we found
out how the battle for the Morro area had
gone. The Soviet commandos were driven
off the ridgeline after heavy fighting. The
main convoy lost several tanks to mines and
RPG-7 fire. The mujahideen lost several

men, including the jolly old one-legged
commander at Morro; I never did get the
chance to find him that new leg he wanted so
much. &'

MAIMING FOR MARX

Continued from page 25

helicopters approaching an LZ and is placed
in trees or on walls. Mina Saltarina Atonal
(Atonal Jumping Mine) is a surprisingly
sophisticated adaptation of the World War
II German ‘‘Bouncing Betty’’ or S-mine.
When tripped, the mine’s explosive body
pops up out of the ground and explodes at
approximately knee level.

Although guerrilla sappers occasionally
mark mine locations with small rock caims
or broken twigs, detection by the Salvador-
an army remains difficult, and the casualty
count continues to rise. Commercial-type
metal detectors provided by the U.S. gov-

ernment have been only moderately suc-

cessful.
While the U.S. left-wing press never ceases

_ its cacophonous chant about the so-called hu-

man-rights abuses of the Nicaraguan contras,
they have to date remained silent about the
thousands of innocent campesinos maimed
and murdered by Marxist mines in El Salva-
dor. Strange? Not really. Terrorism has al-
ways been acceptable to Lenin’s useful idiots
when performed in the name of ‘‘people’s
liberation’” movements. %
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Finest Quality & Lowest Prices Available & Hunting Apparel & Accessories
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Double fabric elbows;

4 pockets (bellows style)
Woodland Cam

50’50 Nylon Cotton 8 8 95 ea.

QOlive Drab (OD) Green
100% Cotton Rlp Stop $28.95 ea.

2) 50/50 Poly/Cotton $29.95 ea.
Tiger SM% e Camoufia
ip Stop $29.

K
100% Cotton Rip Stop $29.95 ea.

Solid White
100% Cotton Rip.Stop $29.95 ea.
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100% Cotton Rlp Stop $29.95 ea.
Urban Cam

50/50 Poly/Conon $29.95 ea.
SUbd:ed Urban Camouflage

no
/50 Pol)y/Conon $29.95 ea.

Authentic Trebark® Camoufiage
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea.
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ockets with button ﬂaps,
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th ighs); ad]ustable waist tab;
on fly; drawstring cuffs.
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G.. Sleeping Bag Cover  #11.95

6amouﬂage Sleeping Bags
Green Woodland (80"x39") 49.95
Day Desert (sand) (80"x39") $49.95

Green Woodland Youth
(68"x33") 419.95
L2-B Reversible Flight Jacket
Lightweight W/E Sage Green

or Navy $42.95
New Issue Combat Boots
Water Resistant;
Speed-Lacing 139.95
G.l. Jungle Boots
Panama sole 448.95
Commercial Jungle Boots

0.0, Camouflage or Black $26.95

not filled to capacity. Our pack
is complete with G.I. Frame
straps, Kidney Belt, etc. Rip Stop
0.D. Nylon will carry 70 Ibs.
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Rucksack System LC-2
Lg. Alice Pack Complete  $108.95

Rucksack System LC-2
Med. Alice Pack Complete $98.95

Sizes: XS, S, M, L, XL (regularognd Iong lengths)

Tell us your chest, height and waist measurements when

ordering. State size, color and fabric and mail proper amount

(check or money order) plus $3.95 (Double for Canada) (TN

residents add 7% sales tax) for shipping and handling to:
GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC.

P.O. Box 20008 DEPT. SF5 ¢ Knoxville, Tennessee 37940
Credit Card Customers ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-521-7977
in TN (615) 588-5945

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Monéx Back

T, 7%, 7%, T%

Beret (with stiffener)
Black, Green, Maroon,
Scarlet, AF. Blue
6%-7%

B.D.U. Short

Khaki, 0.D., Black,

Woodland . $17.95

- G.l. Pistol Belt (quick release)

0.D. or Black; Med. or Lg. $9.95
Insulated Chest Waders $39.95
Insulated Hip Waders  $34.95

G.l. Rapelling Rope
Nylon O.D.7/16 120 ft.
Mechanic’s Tool Bag
12x6x6% O.D. or Black

Tanker's Tool Bag
Approx. 20" long 0.0. o Black  $14.95

$49.95

$10.95

Battle Dress Uniform (Fatigues) G..Jungle Fatigues (0D) U.S. FIELD PACK G Alice Suspenders PULLOVER (PARKA)
Brand New © Latest Issue - First Quality g';;“ P/°§k°l‘,- 100% 2895 LARGE COMBAT 0.D. or Black
BDU on/Fopiin > W/FRAME Flight Sults (XS-XL)
Pantts ?:‘a(turo I:slouble t1sabnc quntgle I'Im:}rnt:c:zl;(or7 'tl"ent) (LC-2 ALICE PACK) Sage Green, Khaki,
seatand knees; 6 pocke ater repellent 27°x78" Original and current G.. issue Black, Camo
slash front pockets, 2 rea Olive Drab ' 34,95 Long Range Special Mission “Boonie” Hat
Super Hammock (84" Bed) mms'»‘%' ;ng’:;; o 8 ouiside - woodland Camo, O,
Supports 2,000 Ibs., s i
o.S."ﬂy.o,. 419.95 compartment to shorten pack if Eﬁ:{lsgl'::k E:z B::::‘

NOW AVAILABLE IN TWO
FINE FABRICS!

A strong, light-weight, wind resis-
tant but breathable parka now
available in two fine fabrics:

(1) 50/50 poly/cotton in Wood-
land Camouflage, Olive Drab
(OD) Green, Navy, Off-White,
Tan, Black, Grey, Lt Blue,
Maroon and Cactus or (2) 100%
Nylon Oxford in Navy, Silver
Gray and Kelly Green.
Sizes: S (36-38), M (40-42),

L (44-48) and XL (48-50).

ONY $299
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Helmet Bag Boy’s Size 4-18
19"x19" 0. %2495  woodland Camo, 6 pocket pants
Aviator's Kit Bag w/drawstring $14.95
23"x18"x12" $24.95 Woodland '?amo .
G.l. Duffle Il Bag 4 pocket sl |r? , 14.95
Double Nylon Shoulder Straps 0. 323.95  Large selection of boy’s apparel

available. Call for details.
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SHIRTS

$8.50 cach or 2 for $15.50

Send check or money order to:

COMMAND SHIRTS

8 Woodstock Court
Oyster Bay, New York 11771

U.S. Currency only!
Add $1.50 Postage/Handiing
N.Y. residents add sales tax

Canada add $2.00
Foreign add 30%

former Soviet lieutenant said in an inter-
view. “‘It is relatively easy to get narcotics
in Central Asia. He was caught and sent to
the disciplinary battalion for this.”’

A former communications specialist
said, ‘* Anasha plus chefir or wine or vodka
made [the soldiers] feel very high. They got
real crazy. They even began shooting some-
times. I remember, one of the minorities [a
soldier from Central Asia or a non-Slavic
ethnic background] started shooting out the
windows of headquarters. He didn’t wound
anybody, but everybody remembered that
case.”

Despite often draconian penalties and
constant preaching against alcohol and drug
abuse, the problems remain hard to solve.

A former Soviet officer told a U.S. inter-
viewer, ‘‘Usually, there would be an oral
reprimand. And then sometimes, not al-
ways, they would send the person to the
guardhouse. But this guardhouse is nothing
bad. The food is the same. The only thing is
that it’s not as comfortable to sleep. Some-
times they ask you to work, but sometimes
you sit all day and do nothing.”” A very
different matter, however, is a disciplinary
battalion, a military unit of such savage
treatment that recidivism is almost un-
known.

One reason that unit guardhouse confine-
ment is less onerous is because it is relative-
ly common. One former Soviet army com-
munications specialist said he had spent 150
days in the guardhouse — five months out
of his two-year term, ‘‘For fights, for dis-
obeying orders, for drinking, for fooling
around with women. This is a normal
case.”’

*“Alcoholism is an epidemic, and nobody
could do anything about it,”’ said a former
lieutenant in a radio intercept battalion. *‘As
far as the other people were concerned, not
one day passed when they wouldn’t take a
drink. And how many talks were there about
it, and meetings, and soul-saving conversa-
tions? And I want to tell you that the cream
of the officer corps served in the company
where | was trained.”’

While these anecdotes show the extent of
the problem, it is uncertain what effect it has
on Soviet combat effectiveness. In the
words of well-known Washington defense
analyst Dr. Edward Luttwak, ‘‘The Rus-
sians beat Napoleon while drunk. They beat
Hitler while drunk. They can beat NATO
while drunk.’’ There is a great deal of truth
to this statement, and the Soviets, like their
czarist forebears, have found that it is possi-
ble to have both a tradition of victory and a
tradition of hard drinking.

Some of the soldiers interviewed for this
survey said they did not think alcohol and
drug abuse hurt Soviet combat readiness.
Indeed, in World War Il the Soviets issued
soldiers four ounces of vodka before major
battles. This certainly has parallels in other
armies. As a former officer in the British
Army of World War I said, ““We would
have lost the war if not for the rum ration.””

Yet the nature of war has changed since
the day when a soldier needed liquid cour-
age. Today’s soldier is more likely to be a

technician or behind the lines in a support
role than in the front lines. It is in these types
of jobs that alcohol and drug abuse can hurt
the most. The lesson of the U.S. Army in
the last stages of the Vietnam War, ravaged
by drug abuse, must be very real to the
Soviet command. Yet the problem con-
tinues. One former conscript in the Soviet
Strategic Missile Forces told an interviewer
that his comrades drank the alcohol supplied
for equipment, ‘‘the technical kind, methyl
alcohol. You can’tdrink this kind of alcohol
because it affects your vision. But they
drank it anyway.”’

Getting off post on exercises or an errand
provides a chance to meet people and barter
for things unobtainable in the army. Such
transactions are prominent in Soviet life,
although considered illegal black mar-
keteering by the government — especially
since what the Soviet soldier barters is
usually government issue. The bottom
halves of rubberized waterproof NBC (nu-
clear, biological and chemical) protective
suits are often traded to fishermen in return
for fresh fish. Issue blankets, gasoline and
other items are often exchanged for food or
the ultimate item — a bottle of vodka. The
Soviet soldier will usually not, however,
barter weapons or ammunition. That is a
political crime, not a “‘criminal’’ one, and
carries the potential of the death penalty. In
Afghanistan, though, Moslem soldiers
sympathizing with the mujahideen and drug
addicts in need will frequently take risks and
give out weapons and ammunition.

The punishment for any of these escapes
from military discipline can be swift and
certain. A dishonorable discharge stamped
on his internal passport will blight the life of
any Soviet citizen to a degree that Western-
ers can hardly imagine. The labor camps of
the gulag await black marketeers and bribe
takers. The Soviets still shoot soldiers, even
in peacetime — a number of executions
were reported by reliable sources in the
wake of the Soviet invasion of Czechoslo-
vakia in 1968, and Lieutenant Belenko (the
defecting Foxbat pilot) knew an air force
NCO shot for desertion. One reason the
Soviets can get away with their terrible con-
ditions of service is that the iron hand of
repression prevents anyone doing anything
about it. But because transgressions are so
frequent, the full rigor of Soviet law is only
enforced in combat conditions (Afghanistan
and Czechoslovakia) or when it is desired to
make an example. Too high a punishment
rate on the reports looks bad all around, so
many AWOL soldiers and black marketeers
get two weeks in the unit guardhouse rather
than the potential 10 years in the gulag.

For the Soviet soldier, discipline alternat-
ing between the lax and the savage, hard
work and terrible food are all part of daily
life. He serves in conditions much harsher
than anything U.S. or British soldiers must
face. He suffers from a wide range of dis-
advantages that far exceed anything seen in
the West — up to 25 percent of the soldiers
may not speak Russian (requiring the re-
introduction of a formal language training
program in units in the early 1980s) and
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They say the early bird gets the worm,
but in 1988 an early bird convention registration
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Suing
‘Soldier’

First there’s the slick
magazine with its military
mercenaries selling combat,
weapons and survival.

Then there’s the
philandering husband, tired
of his wife, actually talking
to friends and relatives
about whether they would
be interested in murdering
her — for a fee, of course.

The husband, Robert
Black, picks up the
magazine, Soldier of
Fortune. Murder already on
his mind, he reads this ad:
“Ex-marines. 67-69 Nam
Vets. Ex-DI, weapons
specialist /jungle warfare.
Pilot. ME. High risk
assignment. US or
overseas.” Black answers
the ad, and meets John
Wayne (we kid you not)
Hearn. Five months later,
for $10,000, Hearn
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murders Black’s wife,
Sandra.

The criminal cases are
closed. Both Black and
Hearn were tried and
convicted for the murder of
Sandra Black. Robert Black
is on death row in Texas
awaiting execution, and
Hearn, who killed two
other people (for a total of
three murder victims in 19
days), is serving two
consecutive life terms in
Florida.

Now comes the civil
case. Sandra Black’s
parents and teen-age son
are suing Soldier of
Fortune and Omega Group
Ltd., the magazine’s parent
company, for more than
$21 million in damages,
claiming that the magazine
and its publisher are
responsible for the murder.

In constitutional terms, of
course, this is a black-and-
white case. The First
Amendment’s guarantee of
freedom of the press
unqguestionably protects
magazines that publish
advertisements.

But there is no need to
reach for the Constitution.
The simple fact is that the
magazine is not liable for

any offense against Sandra
Black’s relatives. After all,
Soldier of Fortune did not
murder Sandra Black; John
Wayne Hearn did. Omega
Group Ltd. did not procure
the services of a killer;
Robert Black did. The
notion that a magazine
should be liable for
damages because two of its
readers joined in a criminal
conspiracy is — legally and
ethically — senseless.
When all is said and done,
is it actually Soldier of
Fortune’s deep pockets that
the plaintiffs find so
appealing?

We know Sandra Black’s
survivors are wrestling with
a terrible grief, and we can
imagine the depths of their
anger. But neither their
grief and anger nor our
sympathy justifies turning
against innocent third
parties.

Editorial reprinted with
permission of the Boston
Herald, 22 February 1988.
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