





FREE DANNER
BOOT CATALOG

Select your new boots from our detailed full-color catalog, showing

the complete selection of styles and sizes. Includes Danner hoots
with the Gore-Tex® fabric sock lining, guarmnteed

Choose from all-leather or lightweight leather and Cordura® nylon

combinations, with Vibram® lug or crepe soles. Danner makes

tough boots and shoes for people who want comfortable feet.

And inside every pair are 40 years of experience.

CALL 1-800-345-0430 from 9 to 4 Pacific Time, or

send this card today for your FREE Danner catalog,

and names of your nearest dealers.
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OSSBERG
MISTAKES...
Sirs:

[ have to point out a
couple of technical
errors in your article
about the Mossberg
M500 shotgun. In his
article ““‘Simply Reliable”
in the December issue,
Kevin Steele states that
the M500 has a single
action bar. I don’t know
where he got his M500,
but every one that ['ve
seen, and owned, has
dual bars. He later
states that the M500 is
not available with rifle
sights — again this is
untrue.

Although [ feel Mr.
Steele should have
done a little more
homework before
writing his article, I did
enjoy the piece, because
too many people write
the Mossberg off as
“just another cheapie.”
That's because they
don’t know the
difference between
cheap and inexpensive.

Neil Foster
Lancaster,
California

Kevin E. Steele, now
a features editor with
Guns & Ammo
magazine, has this reply:
“I'd like to apologize to
readers of SOF and also
Mossberg for several
errors that appeared in
my article ‘Simply
Reliable.” I'm
particularly embarrassed
since I'm fully aware of
the correct information
regarding the M500’s
twin operating bars and
the availability of
rifle-sighted barrels. |
can’t say how or why
the incorrect information
got into the piece, but |
was obviously suffering
from a lack of
consciousness when |
penned it. Though it’s
true that these things
happen at times, it does
little to assuage my

quilt.”
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“Okay, troops! Let's all celebrate ‘DEATH TO AMERICA DAY'II”

UR AIM
ISN'T TRUE?. ..
Sirs:

As an SOF fan | was quite disappointed with your
article ““Showdown at Wounded Knee” [SOF,
October '87].

Your articles give high praise to the mujahideen
and contras for fighting communism, but when real
Americans stand up for their beliefs you refer to
them as anarchists and link them to communism
and Khadaffi.

Being outcasts in their own country is the Indians’
only sin.

Douglas Rangel
Long Beach, California

Most participants in AIM activities were merely
looking for some excitement, something to do.
Reservation life is exceedingly boring. The
serious-minded activists were malcontents and
criminals but few in number and they did try to get
help from the communists. Traditional Indians
avoided AIM because it violated spiritual traditions.
Had AIM not occupied the church and tipped the
flag upside down, many traditional people would
have gone to Wounded Knee out of sympathy
for AIM.

Your article on Wounded Knee was quite
accurate. It is nice to have whites write truthfully
about us Indians. We were the most formidable
opponents the United States ever had and ever will
have. Once peace was established, Indians always
volunteered to fight for the United States in large
numbers during the wars and we always will. Lastly,
the old-time religion is still practiced by many
Indians, and there were many instances of psychic
phenomena witnessed by both sides at Wounded
Knee. But you won’t find it in any official
documentation. I know — | was there.

Emie Red Bear
Louisville, Kentucky

00S FOR
THE BRADLEY...
Sirs:

It's about time an important
source of information like SOF
brought the Bradley IFV to public
scrutiny. This ultra-expensive
albatross fails in almost all its
designated missions even after the
Pentagon has changed them time
after time.

The M113A3, with its more
powerful Allison 275-horsepower
engine, could easily be fitted with a
turret and chain gun at far less
expense and can be equipped with
bolt-on, spaced laminate armor.
Most importantly, the M113A3 will
carry a full 11-man squad.

One could also question why the
Army chose a 30mm gun for the
AH-64A Apache and a 25mm gun
for the Bradley. We shouldn’t be
creating logistics nightmares, we
should be working to avoid them.

Royce Scott
Deer Park, Texas

'MALL ARMS
TODAY WANTS YOU...
Sirs:

[ would like to solicit help from
your readers in updating the Small
Arms Today data base of small
caliber weapons currently used by
armed forces around the world.
Since Small Arms Today was first
published in 1986, we have been
continuously adding substantial new
information about national
inventories to a computer data base.
In addition, we have begun to
record data regarding the small arms
used by police forces, paramilitary
forces and anti-government forces.
Small Arms Today is presently the
only such data base for the basic
weapons of the infantry man.

Unfortunately we are limited by
the availability of reliable data. I
believe that SOF readers can help us
spot and identify the types of
weapons being used and thus add to
or confirm the data in our computer
files. I can provide the latest updated
pages for specific countries to
interested individuals. Any readers
interested in assisting us can contact
me as follows: Dr. Ed Ezell, AFHD/
NMAH, Smithsonian Institution,
Washington, DC 20560.

Edward C. Ezell, Supervisory
Curator

Division of Armed Forces
History

Continued on page 8
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MOKED BY
LIFE?...
Sirs:

Looks like you guys got
“smoked” by Life magazine. Their
November '87 issue has a
smuggled-out photo of a live POW
on page 119. [ thought SOF was
taking point when it came to
liberating our POWs?

Have faith though, they are
having trouble identifying him.
Maybe one of your readers can
help. By the way, did you ever get
an ID on the downed pilots in the
June '87 issue?

J.A. Salvato
Houston, Texas

Whether SOF was “‘smoked” on
the POW/MIA beat by Life’s
publication of the “Roly”” photo or
whether Life was had when it
published it, only time will tell. Since
1981 we’ve looked at perhaps a
dozen “POW in Laos” photos. Like
the “Roly” photo, most show a
round-eye standing in the jungle,
generally looking down or away
from the camera. The problem is,
the jungle looks pretty much the
same on both the Thai and Laotian
sides of the Mekong. And as the Life
article pointed out, opinion is split as
to whether the “Roly” in the photo
bears any resemblance to the
Charles Rowley who's missing. Most
of the “POW"’ photos we’ve seen
actually turned out to have been
made in the 1960s or early 1970s
and, with one exception, the
individuals have been accounted for.
Others were obvious fakes. I once
watched a professional POW scam
artist passing off a POW photo taken
in 1961 as recent. When dealing
with POW photos, we always start
by asking: “Who took the photo?
When? Where? How? And for what
purpose?”’

We still don’t know who the
downed pilots are.
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HEM WAR
IN BURMA. ..
Sirs:

As a frequent denizen of the Burma frontier, |
found SOF’s December '87 coverage of the war
there superb. Bruce Siegel and the inimitable Jake
Border both provided lucid, candid examinations of
major aspects of a complex conflict. The frontier
peoples’ 40-year struggle for freedom is largely
unknown to the outside world. The Socialist
Republic of the Union of Burma’s severe human
rights abuses continue unprotested and there is little
relief aid for the victims.

Concerned Americans can help by writing their
congressman to demand an end to the aid program
which gives Burma 2,4-D herbicide. It's supposed to
be an anti-narcotics program but has not decreased
Burma’s opium production one ounce. Burma uses
2,4-D (an Agent Orange ingredient) to clear out
“security risk” tribals. The frontier tribes were
valiant warriors for the Allies in WWII — remember
Wingate’s Chindits and Merrill's Marauders? Now
they are fighting for their survival. They helped us.
Help them. Write.

Edith T. Mirante
Cranford, New Jersey

“Watch out for American retaliation... ships, planes,

or anyone trying to sell us stock...””

Mz
ILL-GOTTEN

FAME FOR
HANOI JANE. ..
Sirs:

My wife and [ felt
your readers should
know what Woman'’s
Day has done. In their
October 27, 1987 issue
they ran an article titled
“50 Who Changed Our
Lives.” In this list they
included Hanoi Jane
Fonda ‘““for combining
acting and political
activism and obviously
caring a lot about both,
and for helping us all to
go for the burn.”

Our country’s women
continue to honor this
anti-American bitch with
awards and by
purchasing her clothing,
videos and movie
tickets. Why hasn’t our
country convicted her of
treason at the very
least?

You should write and
express your views to
Woman's Day about
Hanoi Jane: Woman'’s
Day, Attn: Managing
Editor, CBS Magazines,
1515 Broadway, New
York, NY 10036.

Gary Olson
Minneapolis,
Minnesota

LETTERS

Your input has
made FLAK one of
SOF’s most popular
columns. We want to
know what you think
— about SOF or any
other subject you
consider worth our
readers’ attention. If
you'd like to see your
letter in print the way
you wrote it, keep it
brief and to the point.
Send letters to FLAK,
c/o SOF, PO Box 693,
Boulder, CO 80306. ®
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ANNING
IN BAVARIA?. ..

In a rather rambling
letter we recently
received from the
Bavarian Department of
Youth, we were
informed that SOF is
now on its list of
publications they
consider “‘damaging to
German youth.”

Uh huh.

According to
Bavaria’s Big Brother,
SOF “idolizes a
primitive fascist,
outdated ‘macho’ image
as characterized by
hardness, strength of
nerve, aggressiveness,
unwillingness to
compromise. . .. All
characteristics that in
our modern society no
longer meet with
acceptance.” Uh huh.

“On these grounds
we base our decision
that ‘Soldier of Fortune’
idolizes and promotes
armed conflict and
war.. .. That is why we
feel it necessary to place
it on the list of
publications youths are
prohibited to purchase.”
Uh huh.

O THE NORTH
POLE WITH
PUBLISHER
ROBERT K.
BROWN?...

Join RKB and
adventurer Jack
Wheeler on an eight-
day trip to the North
Pole, 23-30 April 1988.
For further info, write
North Pole, c/o SOF,
Box 693, Boulder, CO
80306.

10 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE

BOARD <«

A A SPECIAL ?g%;

SEEET TINKS TO AL OUR

AMERICM ERIENDS

FOR THEIR GRIERONS
SUPPORT.

OVING
THE GOODS...

In October 1987, our Refugee Relief
International, Inc., paid out $2,513.38, which
represents the cost of moving medical and refugee
supplies worth $388,422 to Central America as part
of an ongoing program which provides medical help
for internal refugees in Guatemnala. Every RRII
dollar spent moved a bit more than $154 worth of
medical and relief supplies. Even your stockbroker
would admit that’s a highly leveraged investment,
but a lot more needs to be done. Donations are
tax-deductible and should be sent to: Refugee Relief
International, Inc., PO Box 693, Boulder, CO
80306.

OF EASY
MEDIA PREY?...

Whenever some deranged goon with a bit of
camouflage and a weapon decides to play avenging
angel, the press (guardians of their right to sell
papers and make big bucks) usually tries to find
some connection to SOF.

Take the case of Michael Ryan, a haywire Brit
who last year slaughtered 16 of his fellow man in
what's been termed the U.K. Hungerford massacre.
Our U.K. correspondent tells us that SOF took a
beating in their press, although as it turns out,
Ryan’s thoughts were more attuned to the 10th
dimension than to Third World wars.

According to London’s Sunday Mail, Ryan was
involved in a mail-order game-playing scenario called
Further Into Fantasy, a spin-off of Dungeons and
Dragons in which players assume make-believe
identities and battle their way through fairy tale . . .
well, dungeons and dragons. Ryan, as Phodius Tei, an
evil high priest, took make-believe into the land of
reality when he received instructions to “kill [his] fellow
Terrans.” Terrans or no, 16 people paid the price for
living on Ryan’s fantasy island — with nary an SOF
in sight.

UAMMAR
STRIKES BACK...

We've been keeping a close eye
on the Chad-Libya confrontation
these past few months, and word
comes to us that Khadaffi is none
too happy with the way his own
forces are handling the war —
they’re getting beaten most of the
time. So, as most beleaguered
warlords do in times like these, he’s
started hiring mercenaries. Reports
say Libyan political outposts around
the world have recruited hundreds
of Druze veterans of Lebanon along
with Palestinians who are willing to
fight Libya’s southern neighbor for
$1,000 a month. A few pilots have
also taken Muammar up on his offer
of $10,000 a month plus bonuses
for targets destroyed.

We don't think it'll do him much
good. The Chadians, trained by
French advisers, have shown they
can take anything Libya throws their
way — and return it in kind.

IBYA DOTH
PROTEST...

And speaking of the north African
blight, SOF reader Richard A.
Sheridan passed this item along
from Cairo, Egypt, where he saw it
in The Egyptian Gazette. Seems
Libya condemned the United States
for sending trained dolphins into the
Persian Gulf to help stop enemy
frogmen from attacking American
warships pulling escort duties. A
monitored Libyan news report called
on SPCAs around the world to
organize protest campaigns against
the “dolphin annihilation by
American impenialists.”

From the people who brought you
worldwide terrorism, we now have
“The Friends of Flipper Society.” It's
enough to make you give up sushi.

OF
LISTENS...

Have your reader surveys had an
impact on us? You bet! Although
we're still compiling and analyzing
your surveys, we're already making
changes that you've told us you
want to see. Beginning this issue,
we’ll be alternating some of our
columns and departments on a

Continued on page 12
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monthly basis. Adventure
Quartermaster and In Review will
trade billets each month, as will
Battle Blades and Full Auto. FLAK,
Bulletin Board, I Was There and
Combat Weaponcraft (departments
and columns which you rated
highest) will continue to stand
muster each month. We've also
added, in response to your
suggestions, a new department
called Parting Shot, found on the
last page. PS will feature guest
editorials and commentary
applicable to Soldier of Fortune
Magazine or photos that deserve a
place in our TO&E. If you want to
take a shot at writing for Parting
Shot, submit your 1,300-word
manuscript to SOF, Atin:
Editorial/Parting Shot, PO Box 693,
Boulder, CO 80306. All submissions
should be typewritten and
double-spaced. Payment will be
based upon current rates, and
manuscripts accepted are subject to
editing and revision as deemed
necessary by our editorial staff.

ALONGO
SHOOT-OUT...

As most SOF readers know,
Chevron-Gulf Corporation has been
busily pumping crude out of the
Angolan exclave of Cabinda in
southwestern Africa, profits from
which help the Angolan communist
MPLA government finance Cuban
mercenaries in their fight against
Jonas Savimbi's pro-Western UNITA
movement.

Word comes to us that CG’s main
terminal at Malongo in Cabinda is
not the safest place in the world to
buzz around in helicopters. Angolan
government FAPLA troops, tasked
with guarding Malongo from the
likes of South African and UNITA
raiders, take air defense seriously —
but not too selectively.

Recently, an Angolan military
helicopter carrying four people,
including a Portuguese and a
Frenchman, had permission to fly
Malongo’s perimeter to scout
locations for TV transmitting towers.
FAPLA troops along the fence
reckoned their airspace was being
violated (no matter by their own
people) and shot it down anyway.
The official finding? You guessed it:
mechanical problems — even
though the chopper was stitched
with bullet holes.

“Get to know us. You won’t
regret it,” reads an Angolan airlines
poster. How about, ‘““Get close to us.
You won't live through it,” instead?
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OODBYE
LUCY’S...

Old soldiers, professional adventurers and
Southeast Asia hands will be sorry to hear that
Lucy’s Tiger Den, Bangkok’s cosmopolitan watering
hole run by A.J. “Tiger” Rydberg since 1971, is
closing up. Lucy’s became the gathering point for
thousands of Gls on R&R from Vietnam,
construction and oil workers from across SEA, as
well as assorted mercs, joumnalists and spooks. As
SOF staffers can attest, Lucy’s also served as an
ad hoc post locator; if you needed to find someone,
Lucy’s was the place to ask.

Rydberg said lack of business forced the closing,
but he plans to open up a new pub in Manila, PI,
sometime this year. We’'ll see you there.

SR, ONE. OF THE CVILIZED COUNTRESS UNDER DEMOCRICY 1S HAVING A SUSHT PROBEM

RODUCT
WARNING...

Smith & Wesson, one of the world’s most
respected firearms manufacturers, has issued the
following warning based upon reports received from
the field where the combination of a Smith &
Wesson L-frame .357 Magnum revolver and some
.357 Magnum ammunition has resulted in
unacceptable cylinder binding:

“In a situation where a failure to fire can be
critical — such as law enforcement or personal
protection — do not use .357 Magnum ammunition
with an L-frame revolver bearing model numbers
581, 586, 681, 686 or 581-1, 681-1, 686CS-1
without an ‘M’ over the model number until you
have had the revolver modified.”

Smith & Wesson will modify your L-frame
revolver free of charge to eliminate the possibility of
cylinder binding with .357 Magnum ammurition.
Further information and locations of S&W’s
Warranty Service Centers can be obtained by
calling toll-free 1-800-458-8469 between 9 am and
6 pm (Eastern), Monday through Friday (in
Massachusetts, call collect 413-734-8244). If the
lines are busy, keep trying.

We salute Smith & Wesson for putting this
information out to the public. It may save lives, and
that's what counts.

EDICS
NEEDED...

A medical
organization operating in
Pakistan training
mujahideen paramedics
is in need of trainers.
Former Special Forces
medics and those with
similar skills are
preferred. Emergency
room doctors, surgeons,
emergency medical
technicians and nurses
experienced in trauma
are also needed. This is
a seven-month contract
with a small stipend,
room and board, and
airfare provided.
Hand-write a cover
letter explaining your
interest in this operation
and provide a detailed
resume along with
current references.
Direct this information
to MEDIC, c/o Soldier
of Fortune, PO Box
693, Boulder, CO
80306. No phone calls,
please. You’ll be
contacted if you meet
the requirements.

ONOR
ROLL...

El Salvador/Nicaragua
Defense Fund
contributors:

Lee Koslowski, ILT
Howard C.H. Feng, Rusty
Le Donne, William Forbis,
Edward A. Love, Adolph
Hartmann Jr.

Afghan Freedom
Fighters Fund
contributors:

Customers of GI Supply
#1, Customers of GI
Supply #2, MWS.

Our heartfelt thanks go
out to these people and
the numerous other
donors who requested
their names not be

printed. @
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VALUE

If you're looking for the best value $125, OO can buy — then you're
looking for the

' 9th ANN(.[AL SOF CONVENT[ON AND EXPO
SEPTEMBER 14-18, 1988
Saharav Hotel, Las Vegas, Nevada

Here’s what your $125.00 will get you:

* Twelve Informative, Thought-Provoking Seminars — a value of
$120.00

An Awards Banquet Ticket — a value of $35.00

Three-Day Entrance to the SOF Expo — a value of $15.00
Entrance to the Saturday Firepower Demo — a value of $10.00
An Official SOF Convention T-Shirt — a value of $8.00

Participation in the Pugil Stick Competltlon (optional)
— a value of $5.00

¥*

*

*

*

*

— and that's not all —
If you register by July 4, 1988 you'll receive Free:

* A One-Year (12 Issue) Subscription/Extension to SOLDIER OF
FORTUNE Magazine

A $36.00 Single Copy Newsstand Value

You'll be getting $229.00 worth of action and adventure all for the
$125.00 registration fee. That's value for your dollar!

To take advantage of this value packed, money-saving offer and receive
your free subscription, you must act today! To register, send your check
or money order, or if you prefer, we will charge your VISA or MasterCard,
to: ' -
9th Annual SOF Convention & Expo
| P.O. Box 693
~ Boulder, CO 80306

Be sure to include ybur name, address, city,‘ state and zip code.
Registering early is the smart thing to do — don't delay — register today!
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VEIL: THE SECRET WARS OF
THE CIA 1981-1987. By Bob
Woodward. Simon & Schuster,
Dept. SOF, 130 Avenue of the
Americas, New York, NY 10020.
1987. 543 pages. Hardcover.
$21.95. Review by Neil C. Living-
stone.

WHAT do John Belushi and Bill
Casey have in common? Well, for one
thing, they were both dead when Bob
Woodward published books about
them. Neither could respond to Wood-
ward’s interpretation of the events sur-
rounding their lives— and deaths — or
to the words and motives he attributed
to them. One observer has called it
“journalistic necrophilia.”

Herein lies the chief problem with
Woodward's latest blockbuster, Veil:
The Secret Wars of the CIA 1981-
1987. Tennyson once observed that,
“A lie which is half a truth is ever the
blackest of lies.”” So it is with Wood-
ward’s book. There is much about
Veil that is true, but it is difficult to
separate fact from fiction.

If you accept Woodward’s book at
face value, the late CIA Director Wil-
liam Casey met with the liberal
Washington Post reporter, who was
one of Gary Hart’s roommates before
Donna Rice, more than four dozen
times and confided to him the Agen-
cy'’s deepest, darkest secrets. Why? So
that Woodward could publish them in
a book that does inestimable harm to
the U.S. intelligence community and
the whole notion of covert operations.

Bill Casey, after all, came to the CIA
with one goal in mind: to revitalize the
CIA after the traumas of Vietnam,
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Watergate, the Church Committee
hearings and the ambiguous foreign
policy of Jimmy Carter. He was,
moreover, the father of the so-called
“Reagan Doctrine,” which has as its
main tenet U.S. support of anti-
communist insurgencies around the
globe. Casey’s ultimate goal, as Wood-
ward correctly notes, was to roll back
communism in just one place and
thereby destroy the Marxist myth of
invincibility.

It is clear from reading Woodward’s
book that many people talked to him. I
have no doubt that Casey met with
him on a number of occasions. The
question is, how much did Bill Casey
actually say to him? He knew Wood-
ward was writing a book on the CIA,
and it would have been foolish not to
have attempted to learn what it was
going to contain, and for Casey not to
give his own interpretation to certain
events. But Woodward portrays his re-
lationship with the sage old spook as
almost filial, a characterization that
Casey’s wife, Sophia, and others close
to him reject out of hand. Indeed, it is
easier to imagine Casey taking a shine
to Pee Wee Herman than someone
like Woodward, whose newspaper —
The Washington Post — is known for
practicing a fancy form of tabloid jour-
nalism, where every scoop appears in
print no matter what the impact on the
nation’s security and well-being. Veil

.is vintage Woodward and writing that

all of the ““hate America first’’ types can
revel in.

. Those who know Casey best are
highly skeptical of many of the quotes
attributed to him. According to former
Casey assistant Herb Meyer, ‘“The
voice is not Bill Casey’s. He just didn’t
use words in that fashion.”

Even more disturbing is the last
scene in Woodward's book, where he
describes sneaking into the dying
man’s hospital room and confronting
him over the Iran-Contra affair. Casey
allegedly admits that he knew of the
diversion of funds to the contras and
justifies it by saying, ‘I believed.”
When challenged by Ted Koppel to
describe Casey’s hospital room or con-
firm whether he was on a life-support
system, Woodward demurred, con-
tending that to do so would risk expos-
ing the individual who aided him in
gaining access to Casey. Aside from
the obvious inconsistency that it is all

IN REVIEW

right for Woodward to protect his
sources but not for the nation to keep
secrets, a careful and detailed study of
the CIA security arrangements that
were in place at the time suggests that it
would have been nearly impossible for
the reporter to have penetrated
Casey’s hospital room unobserved.

Even more damning, Mrs. Casey
and her daughter were with Casey
around the clock throughout his hospi-
talization. On the approximately three
occasions during this period that they
left the room, Casey’s son-in-law sat at
his bedside.

But the most irrefutable fact of all is
that Casey was suffering from a medi-
cal condition known as expressive
aphasia and, according to family,
friends and CIA doctors, was incapable
of meaningful conversation. From his
brain surgery in December 1986 until
his death on 6 May 1987, Casey spoke
only 11 words (some repeated), and all
were reflexive rather than reflective re-
sponses. Thus, even if Woodward
miraculously was able to give Casey’s
security the slip and for some inexpli-
cable reason found the former CIA
director sitting in a chair with no one
else around, he could not have had the
conversation with Casey that he re-
counts in his book.

If the efficacy question were not
enough, there is also the issue of
Woodward’s revelations of alleged
U.S. intelligence operations, revela-
tions that are embarrassing to Amer-
ican allies around the globe and in-
structive to the nation’s enemies. By
selling the nation’s secrets in Veil,
Woodward stands to double his esti-
mated net worth of $6 million. By con-
trast, members of the infamous Walker
family spy ring got life sentences for
doing the same thing — for far less
money.

Veil is an abomination to the mem-
ory of agreat and gifted man who is not
here to defend himself. Readers ulti-
mately will have to judge for them-
selves just how much of Veil they are
prepared to accept. But for this review-
er, Veil succeeds not in discrediting
Casey, but rather Bob Woodward.

Neil Livingstone is an adjunct pro-
fessor at Georgetown University and
writes frequently on terrorism and
national defense issues. He co-
authored ‘“‘Spetsnaz Invades Amer-
ica,” SOF, January '88. ®
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citizen of Spain. Foreigners who are already in the Legion may
stay in as long as they want, until retirement if so desired.
Officially, Legion officers state that they are complying with

the law and have no opinion as to whether it is good for the
Legion or not. An SOF contact in the Spanish embassy said that
the man in the street probably doesn’t know or care about who
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can serve in the Legion, but for old soldiers this is a sad end to
an honorable tradition in the Spanish military.

For the determined there is, of course, a way around the law.
A foreigner can become a citizen of Spain immediately by
marrying a Spanish citizen. Otherwise you have to live in Spain
for two years as a registered resident, which is difficult since
you must be able to prove that you can support yourself without
working in Spain during that waiting period. At the end of the
two-year waiting period you can apply for Spanish citizenship.
Then as a Spanish citizen you would be eligible to join the
Legion.]

And there are no more ‘‘Pablo Gémezes.”’ If you’re a
criminal on the run, have a history of drug problems or health
trouble of any kind, don’t waste the Legion’s time — you
won’t be accepted. As Moiita says, ‘“The Legion has become a
body of professionals.’’ Applications from new recruits are
accepted only at bandera headquarters in Ceuta and Melilla
(North Africa), Fuente Ventura (Canary Islands) and Ronda
(mainland Spain).

The basic recruit spends eight weeks in boot camp being
drilled in the manual of arms, armed and unarmed combat, and
rifle, pistol and grenade marksmanship. Once a recruit
graduates he (there are no women in Spain’s armed forces)
takes the rank of legionario, equivalent to the rank of private in
the U.S. military, and is shipped out to Africa or the Canary
Islands where he’ll begin training in his specialty. In three
months he is promoted, on merit alone, to legionario primera
clase (PFC). Six months later he can be elevated to cabo, or
corporal, and from then on an opening has to exist before he
can advance, which means someone above him has to die, retire
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the story changes dramatically.

“‘Legionarios are paid 16,000 pesetas (about $140) a month
plus their clothing, housing and four meals a day,”’ says
Teniente Antonio Ortega Navarro, head of the Legion’s military
police. ‘‘They are given breakfast, a mid-momning snack, lunch
and dinner.”” The day’s menu cards explicitly state that each
legionnaire will have sandwiches and champagne at
mid-morning; meat, fish, fruit, coffee, bread, butter and sherry
for lunch; and meat, fish, vegetables and fruit, bread and butter,
dessert and cognac for dinner. Every evening the cook prepares
many different courses and takes them to the commanding
officer on a silver tray with silver covers over each dish. He
samples the dishes and chooses the cena (evening meal) menu
for the troops. The evening meal is formal. When the Legion
deploys, the menu is, of necessity, trimmed, but the troops still
eat very well.

Promotion through the ranks used to be based on strength and
survival. Today’s Legion has its own university, the Academia
de Mando Legionarios in the port city of Mélaga, that functions
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as a correspondence school. ‘‘Before you can be promoted,’’
says Navarro, ‘‘each rank has its own courses you have to pass
successfully such as topography, ordnance, tactics, military
morals and so forth. As you go up in rank the courses get
harder and harder.”’

Those legionnaires who show outstanding abilities and
physical qualities are offered a chance to join one of three
companies of the Unidad de Operaciones Especiales (UOE) —
the Legion’s force recon or SEAL Teams. These units, much as
their American counterparts, are highly secret, specially trained
guerrilla fighters. Again, as with their American counterparts
who train with them in Africa or Spain on a regular basis, each
man’s dedication has to be unswerving. According to Lieutenant
Colonel Antonio Lucas Gonzilez, the head of special
operations, the teams spend 10 months a year in the field,
living out of their packs and off the land, returning to base
camp in Ronda only for resupply. The day of the interview with
Gonzdlez, companies one and two were preparing their plan of
operations for a joint assault on Grenada in conjunction with the
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now used against their former
owners, these tanks are part
of the EPLF’s Armored
Brigade. ‘‘Our role at present
is to provide artillery fire
support for our infantry

. battalions dug in on the
Halhal mountains,’’ said Elias
Sequar, a 41-year-old troop
commander in command of
five tanks.

He had led his troops in the
battles for Barentu and Mersa
Teclai, when the EPLF went
on the offensive in 1984,
combining their armored and
infantry units in
well-coordinated operations
which led to the fall of these
two important Ethiopian
towns. ‘‘I was trained by the
Americans on M113s when I
was in the Ethiopian army,”’
explained Sequar, ‘‘and have
studied the blitzkrieg armored
tactics of Heinz Guderian at
officer’s school.

“‘Our major problem is
spares, which curtails our
operational capability, and
though we manufacture a
number of items in our base
workshops, we sometimes
have to go out on foraging
expeditions to take what we
can from the enemy. But our
field workshops are getting
more proficient and can now
change an engine pack within
five hours.”’

His driver, an attractive
29-year-old woman, laughed
at the suggestion that driving
tanks did not seem like a
woman’s job. ‘I have been
driving this tank for five years
now and have seen a lot of
fighting.’” Her eyes sparkled
from beneath the leather
helmet at the thought, and
then she added with
reflection, as though the
fighting were a minor
hindrance compared to the
lack of crew comforts: ‘‘With
the hatch on it does get hot
and very noisy, but having
this helmet and being small
help.”’

EPLF’s great success in
mobilizing women has been
due to the emphasis they put
on the role of women in a
society that has changed little
since biblical times. In the
EPLF there is no
discrimination between the
sexes for particular roles. Not
only do these African
amazons serve as front-line
infantry and drive tanks, they
also ‘“‘man’’ artillery
howitzers. Even EPLF -
engineer units, tasked with the
hazardous duty of clearing
paths through enemy mine
fields, have women sappers.

The reasons they give for
volunteering are varied, but
without exception stem from a
deep-rooted desire to liberate
their country. ‘‘Even though I
lived a relatively comfortable
life as a refugee in Port
Sudan, I was not able to live
with my conscience while the

Dergue murdered my
countrymen,’’ said Sadia, a
20-year-old Muslim woman.

Ztsege, 26, qualified as a
computer programmer in
Kenya but felt obliged to
return. ‘‘In the field we are in
our land and fighting for
freedom. I am not frightened
about killing — if your enemy
attacks, you must kill him!*’
Having completed her basic
training, she was to go into
the line for six months before
being assigned to computers
in the Communications
Battalion.

Setel, 15, one of three
daughters of a Muslim refugee
family, had another motive
for volunteering. ‘‘My family
had decided that I was to
marry, but I wanted to fight
for my country, so I ran
away.”’ :

The training is tough and
exacting. EPLF’s women are

|
MYTH OF THE AMAZONS

This article inspired a discussion in the SOF offices
about Amazon women. Most reference books claim that
they are purely mythical, but a poll of SOF editors
revealed a belief that there is some sort of historical
foundation for the stories. Who hasn’t heard the story
about Amazon warriors who removed their left breast to
improve their marksmanship with a bow and arrow? And

anyway, it’s such a good tale.

All we can say for sure is that the Amazons were a
legendary nation of female warriors said to have lived in
northeastern Asia Minor near the southern coast of the
Black Sea, where they formed an independent kingdom
(queendom?). They made a number of warlike
excursions: to Scythia (southern Russia), Thrace (northern
Greece), the coast of Asia Minor, the Aegean islands and

even Arabia, Syria and Egypt.

No men were allowed to live in their country, but once
a year, in order to prevent their race from dying out, they
visited the Gargareans, a neighboring tribe, to replenish
their population. Male offspring of these conjugal visits
were either put to death or sent back to their fathers;
females were kept and trained by their mothers in
agricultural pursuits, hunting and the art of war.

Several famous Greek heroes crossed paths with the
Amazons. One of Hercules’ tasks was to obtain the girdle
of the Amazonian queen, Hippolyte. Theseus carried off
Hippolyte’s sister, Antiope, and she died fighting at his
side. Amazons appear in stories about Alexander the
Great, and Pompey is said to have found them in the

army of Mithridates.

The legendary female warriors may be just a figment
of the Greek imagination, no more real than mermaids

taught how to shoot to kill,
using captured weapons such
as American M14s, Soviet
AK-47s and German G3s.
They are also given a working
knowledge of support
weapons, including RPGs,
recoilless rifles and mortars.
But specialist training takes
place on the front line when
they are posted to their units,
be it an infantry or antiaircraft
battalion, or an armored or
artillery regiment. )

Discipline is instilled by
plenty of foot drill, with
instructors using old British
Army drill manuals to run
recruits through their paces.
Squads drilled up and down in
the same fashion as on drill
squares in armies the world
over, mistakes were picked up
and recruits yelled at with a
ferocity that had them shaking
— though sloping arms with
Kalashnikovs is a little more
difficult than with Lee
Enfields.

Major Negash, formerly of
the Ethiopian army, an
original member of the:
Dergue and now sénior
instructor at the training
camp, said of his female
recruits: ‘‘After training, the
women fighters run as fast,
shoot as straight, throw
grenades as far and are
certainly as brave as any of
the men.”’ ,

It is during basic training,
when still segregated; that the
ideals of the EPLF are
instilled in the recruits. Tribal
traditions are excised and the
continued practice of religious
beliefs vehemently
discouraged. The majority of
recruits are Coptic Christian,
but 40 percent are from the
more deeply conservative
Muslim population.

The tradition of female
circumcision, where the
woman’s clitoris is removed
and in some cases the vulva
stitched up, is still practiced
and causes many deaths every
year; it is the women’s major
health hazard. Doctor Abreast
Kidan, who heads the EPLF’s

and sirens. But, on the other hand, the Eritrean warriors in
this story may be the ancestors of one of those ‘‘mythical’’
excursions into Egypt and Arabia. Why not?
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SOF CENTRAL AMERICA

SANDINISTA
FOOT-POPPERS

Piris Plant Deadly Crop Along the Coco

ULY 7th began like any other day for a

young Nicaraguan refugee nicknamed-

Café Amargo (‘‘Bitter Coffee’’ in English).
The dark-skinned 28-year-old peasant with
shaggy black hair and beard struggled
through the underbrush along the Honduran
bank of the Coco River to a field where he
tended corn with other Nicaraguan
peasants. They had all fled the communist
Sandinista regime’s savagery in their home-
land, just 100 meters across the muddy wa-
ters of the Coco.

Last May they had to abandon this corn-
field when Sandinista troops backed by
Soviet-made Mi-24 Hind D helicopter
gunships and heavy artillery launched an
offensive along the Coco against the U.S.-
supported insurgents of the Nicaraguan
Democratic Force, known by its Spanish
initials, FDN [see ‘‘War Zone Bocay,”’
SOF, September ’87]. After weeks of fero-
cious fighting, FDN forces beat back the
Sandinista onslaught and now the farmers
were back at their field, feeling secure under
the protection of hundreds of FDN troops.

However, the communists had left a vi- '

cious surprise for them: Sandinista sappers
had sowed mines among the maize. An
FDN commando stepped on one as Bitter
Coffee and another peasant stood nearby.

BOOM!

‘“The explosion threw us to the ground
some meters away,’’ recalled Bitter Coffee
acouple of days later as he lay on a stretcher
in an FDN clinic in the jungle. (Like many
refugees, he did not want to use his real
name for fear of Sandinista reprisals against
friends and relatives in Nicaragua).

“It blew off the commando’s foot and
bathed Torrentino [the other peasant] and
me with shrapnel,’” he continued and slow-
ly rolled on his side to reveal the ugly burns
and lesions on his right hand, arm and back.
‘“We were screaming and the people came
running fast to see what happened. A para-
medic [of the FDN] injected us with a pain-
killer and we were carried to a boat for
evacuation.

*“The piris [pronounced peerees, a de-

rogatory term the contras use for the Sandi-
nistas which means ‘‘rabid dogs’’] never
leave us in peace,”’ said Torrentino from the
next bed. His buttocks were burned in the

blast and much of the debris from the mine’s -
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hard plastic casing that had ripped into his
flesh could not yet be removed.

These campesinos and the commando
were among the latest victims of a Soviet-
made OTK-10 mine that the Sandinistas
started planting a month ago along the Coco
River and paths used not only by FDN
troops but by civilians as well, according to
FDN freedom fighters.

‘“This mine is designed to blow off the
foot or leg of someone who steps on it and
harm anyone within a 10-meter radius,”’
said Don Tofio last July. The graying 51-
year-old chief of civilian affairs of the
FDN’s battalion-sized Nicarao Regional
Command, which has some of its bases
along the Coco, held a deactivated OTK-10
in his calloused hands. :

The mine, about 6 inches in diameter and
4 or 5 inches thick, looks like a large hockey
puck but has a clay-red hard plastic casing
and its top is covered by a rubber gasket
bearing numbers and Russian Cyrillic letter-
ing. Two plugs protrude from opposite sides
of the circular wall. One is shaped like a
screwdriver edge and houses a double safe-
ty. The other is cylindrical and contains the
primer. Don Tofio unscrewed it to reveal a
firing pin that is spring-ejected into the
primer when enough pressure is applied to
the release mechanism under the rubber gas-
ket. The primer then blows one-half to
three-quarters of a pound of an explosive
similar to TNT.

The firing pin and spring as well as a steel
thread holding the top and bottom halves of
the mine together are the only metal parts in
the OTK-10. However, it is still enough to

sound the alarms on the few mine-detectors
supplied to the FDN by the United States.
During my stay along the Coco River from
28 June to 23 July, FDN troops showed me
over 100 OTK-10s that they had discovered
and deactivated. The FDN rejects the idea
of using the Sandinistas’ own ‘‘foot-
poppers’’ against them.

““There’s no control of a pressure-
detonated mine like these once they’re
planted,’’ said Escorpién, the nom de
guerre of an FDN mobile instructor. *“They
could maim civilians or your own com-
rades. But the communists don’t care how
many civilians they cripple. We use hand-
detonated mines which we can control and
avoid civilian casualties.

‘‘Before, the Sandinistas were only
planting Bouncing Bettys that would spring
from the ground .and explode waist high,
many times killing the person who stepped
on it and maybe those who were nearby. But
there didn’t seem to be nearly as many as the
foot-poppers [the OTK-10s] that we see to-
day.”

One reason the FDN suggests that the
Sandinistas are now showing a preference
for the simple foot-poppers over the more
devastating and complicated Bouncing Bet-
tys is that they’re probably cheaper. And the
costs and manpower needed to take care of
the wounded add a greater burden to FDN
resources than if they were killed.

According to FDN doctors, about half of
their 25 wounded comrades along the river
from the last week of June to the third week
of July were OTK-10 casualties. There have
been so many civilians injured that the doc-
tors could not give a figure of how many
have fallen victim to the Sandinista foot-
poppers.

Denied free speech, free assembly and
free elections, thousands of Nicaraguans
have voted with their feet and fled Sandinis-
mo. Now the Sandinistas are intent on blow-
ing off their feet.

““They only want to destroy us,”’ said
Bitter Coffee with a grimace from his hos-
pital bed. ‘“We flee from them because we
don’t want to be with them. They want to
kill us. There is no liberty in Nicaragua. The
Sandinistas don’t even let us work outside
Nicaragua — to the point where they plant
mines in our fields.”” &
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other. Using the M9 there is no free hand to
hold the wire, so the system is awkward and
inefficient at best. It also takes far more
effort than cutting wire with one-handed
plier-type cutters. In a tactical situation
you’d probably have to put down your rifle
to use it. Also it is extremely difficult and
potentially dangerous to use in poor light if
you leave a finger or two between the scab-
bard and bayonet.

It’s interesting to note here that the Soviet
version is terribly difficult to use and it’s
inefficient as well. If the M9 wire-cutting
capability is viewed as an emergency fea-
ture for use when there is no other wire
cutter available, it makes some sense.
However, if the thinking is that wire cutters
will now no longer be needed, I believe the
thinking’s faulty. I certainly recommend
that the present issue of wire cutters to radio
operators, signalmen, engineers and the like
be maintained. Unfortunately, Army
spokesmen are quick to point out that the
M9 MPBS replaces two or three tools with
one. Don’t you believe it.

This also brings up another matter: M9
MPBS’ weight. It weighs more than the M7
and a good pair of lightweight wire cutters
like the Leatherman tool. In fact, you could
also toss in a Swiss Army Ranger utility
knife and you would just equal the weight of
the M9 MPBS. Frankly, I feel that it is far
heavier than it needs to be. All the lighter
entries into the trials had performance fail-
ures, but none of them were designed by

Phrobis. I would bet next month’s paycheck
that Phrobis could have come up with a
lighter bayonet system that could accom-
plish all the requirements if there had been
an incentive to do so. However, Army spec-
ifications only required that they stay under
1.8 pounds. Finn admits that he used every
last bit of that weight to overengineer the
M9’s performance capabilities by a full 100
percent or more. He told me he came so
close to the limit that, if the blade fuller or
bottle opening relief cuts were not included,
the M9 would be overweight.

“‘Phrobis could have
come up with a
lighter bayonet ...
if there had been an
incentive to do so.”’

My test of the M9 revealed a number of
other things. First, having a sharpening
stone integral to the system is a great idea.
The stone on the system worked satisfac-
torily in spite of its small size. I found that
the Fastex buckle which allows the scabbard
to be quickly detached from the belt rattled
too much for night or recon patrol use. This

buckle was an Army requirement, so Phro-
bis isn’t to blame. I expect patrol leaders
will have the Fastex buckle thoroughly
taped so it won’t rattle, which will also
prevent detaching the scabbard for wire cut-
ting duty. The entire assembly is held to the
superb Bianchi belt fastener by only two
hollow rivets. While I must admit that they
seem adequate in strength when new, I
strongly suspect that they will give trouble
once the heads of the rivets receive some
wear. To Phrobis’ credit, they intend to go
to solid stainless steel rivets if they can get
Army approval.

I was curious to know how the strike of
the bullet is affected by firing with the
bayonet fixed. I was surprised to find that,
on the particular AR-15 I tried, which was
one of the older, light-barreled models, the
strike of the bullet was a couple of inches
higher at 50 yards with the bayonet fixed
than without the bayonet. Regardless, it did
not change the point of impact enough to
cause a miss at assault ranges.

Because of its sturdy construction, the
M9 will also be very useful around the
typical ammunition supply point. It can be
slipped under bands and easily break them
with a lever motion. It can pry open crates
and in general serve as a sharpened pry bar.

The contract awarded to Phrobis calls for
delivery of 315,600 M9 MPBSs over a
three-year period at a cost of $49.56 per
copy. Actual manufacture is being con-
ducted by Buck Knives Inc., one of this
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country’s best cutlery manufacturers. As of
July 1987 more than 45,000 M9s had been
delivered. SOF readers should note that
Buck will also be producing the M9 bayonet
for commercial sale.

The M9 MPBS is an impressive piece of
equipment. It is tough beyond belief and a
decidedly lethal' weapon as both a knife and
a bayonet. It is handsome in its own right
and should serve the soldier as a useful basic
tool. Both Phrobis and Buck can be proud
that they have done their best to give the
American soldier the best bayonet in the
world.

M9 Update

Since I finished this article on the M9
MPBS I have several times encountered
rumors to the effect that the Army had re-
jected the first 45,000 M9 bayonets. The
first time I heard the rumor I was almost sure
it was false but when I heard it from widely
separate sources it seemed that I should do
some investigating. The fact is that the
rumor is false. The M9 MPBS is produced
in lots of 1,080 pieces. Eighty pieces are
actually tested under Army quality control
supervision right at the Phrobis facility. On
successful completion of the tests, the Army
representative signs for the entire lot. To
date every lot has been accepted. Deliveries
actually began in February 1987 with
1,000, in March 5,000, in April 9,000, and
10,000 every month afterward. From the
standpoint of quality manufacture and meet-
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ing the Army’s desired performance, the
M9 MPBS is without peer in the world of
bayonets. ®

SHOT OUT OF LAOS

Continued from page 67

headed north.

When I issued our first verbal report, the
radio operator was incredulous: ‘“You saw
what? Where? The pilot was speaking what
language?’’

To complicate matters, in the morning
when Spider flew over asking for further
details on our sighting, we learned that our

map was missing a couple of mountains in

this particular range, which made it more
difficult to report where we were and where
Ivan’s DZ was. _

By 0700. we were socked in again. We
hadn’t heard the dogs in over 24 hours, so I
sent Sau and Son out to find the tank trail while
Shore and Tuan went out to find some water.
During the night, my tooth had fallen apart,
-and I was in much pain. Because King was
carrying a slide-action 40mm grenade launch-
er, I kept him on the hill with me.

Shore and Tuan observed some woodcut-
ters hacking away on the large trees, cutting
out one of their slash-and-burn fields that
were so plentiful in the mountainous areas

of Laos. They returned to the hill by noon.

Son and Sau searched for several hours
before spotting some trackers. Shortly after
seeing them, Sau and Son heard the dogs
and returned to the hilltop.

Sau felt it was only a matter of time
before the trackers pinpointed us and so he
urged moving. Ten minutes later we were
heading down the backside of the mountain.
After descending about 1,000 feet, we
moved west, back toward the direction we
had come from. During our travels we
crossed several trails that weren’t on the
map but were heavily used.

At last light, we found a series of huge
boulders that were reminiscent of
Stonehenge in Britain. There were limited
entrances into this rocky area and no one
could launch a mass assault against us if
they pinpointed us.

About midnight, ST Idaho was collec-
tively shocked out of its sleep when we
heard barks from what sounded like the
largest dogs in the world.

Before moving out of the RON at first
light, Sau reinforced the eastern entrance to
the stone area with mines and pepper.

Spider was overhead early and I told him
we wanted to be extracted ASAP. After
getting a fix on our location — Sau climbed
a tree and flashed a mirror at him — Spider
pointed us toward an open area big enough
for an extraction.

He returned in 30 minutes with bad news:
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Finest Quality & Lowest Prices Available in Military & Hunting Apparel & Accessories

VPULL.OVAER N2-B EXTREME MA-1 REVERSIBLE BATTLE DRESS UNIFORM
PARKA COLD WEATHER FLIGHT JACKET (FATFGSEUS)' oR
FLIGHT JACKET Long l{;z’;‘,gmz Now Brand New - Latest Issue « First Quality

Pants feature: Double fabric seatand
knees; 6 pockets (2 slash front pockets,
2 rear pockets with
button flaps, 2
large bellows
pockets on
thighs); ad-
justable waist
tab; button
fly; drawstring
cuffs.

Shirts feature:
Double fabric el-

» v Mail proper amount plus $3.95 (double for Canada) for shippin
W-25 Cold woather Bution-in Lines in Ofive | and handing o: TN residenis acd 7% sales taxi = | aleCold Weathordownio  AUTHENTIC TRSSARK®
Green and Black. $16.95 GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. O°F. $799% i ’

BOYS' JACKETS (identical to adults') in Woodland
Camouflage only. Sizes 4-6, 8-10, 12-14, 16-18.

Only 834

7215 Kingston Pike, Dept. SF Knoxville, TN 37919

ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-521-7977

In TN (615) 588-5945

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back

Genuine G.l. 66" inside,
Olive Green. Intermedi-

Extreme Cold Weather
(down filled) to —40°F.

319995
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Pants or Shirt. $29.85 ea.

KHAKI
100% Cotton Rip Stop Pants or Shirt

Sizes: XS,SM.LXL 95 ea.
(regular and long lengths)
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Help A Syrian Meet Allah

38-40 SUfIAWONG ROAD
2347021

BANGKOK
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COMMUNISM IS #1011 #1002 SOF Helo
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Silver $9.95 White $9.95

#1012 #1004
Contra-Banned Pale Horse #1009
Red $9.95 White $9.95 SOF HK
Black $9.95

#1005 #1006

Special Forces Marines

Black $9.95 Gold $9.95 ﬂ)ﬁﬂiﬂﬁ,{“ NT #1027

SPECIAL FORCES o9 1975 Lapd | Rhodesian Army

M5 | White $9.95
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LOVING BY CHOICE CENTRAL
#1001 KILLING BY PROFESSION AMERICA
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