





























I DONT UNDERSTAND IT
EITHER, AMIGD. PERHAPS
THE. YANKEES COULD SEND

DOWN HERE AND EXPLAIN THE
NICETIES OF THEIR, BOLAND
AMENDMENT TO US.
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counterinsurgency duties in Angola
as a means of keeping his
basket-case economy afloat has
resulted in an astonishingly high
death toll, given the size of the
Cuban population and the fact that
the war in Angola is sort of a
slow-motion affair.

According to Rafael del Pino Diaz,
a Cuban brigadier general who
defected to the United States in a
twin-engine Cessna late last May,
Cuban forces in Angola have
sustained 10,000 fatalities since
1976. Cuba’s population is less than
one-twentieth the size of the U.S.
population. Proportionately, the )
Cuban toll would be the same as a
country the size of the United States
sustaining 220,000 deaths in battle,
more than four times as many as the
50,000-plus dead the United States
actually suffered in Vietnam.

Cubans have taken additional
casualties; probably numbering in
the thousands, while serving as
Soviet surrogates in Mozambique
and Ethiopia, to say nothing of
Grenada, and assorted brush fire
wars in Central and South America.
Castro is bleeding the country white,
and not just economically, it seems.

EAN COUNTERS LIKE
ARMY’S NEW BAYONET...

Stop the presses!

The General Accounting Office,
Congress’ leading bean counter, has
finally found something the U.S.
Army did right, even though the
service didn’t take the low bid.
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The GAO likes the new M9 v
bayonet, even though it costs more
than twice as much as a competitor’s
model. ' .

The Army acted properly, the ]
GAO concluded, by awarding the -
M9 contract to Phrobis Il Ltd., .
which is offering the weapon with a -
sticker price (so to speak) of $50
each. The decision was appealed by
Imperial Schrade Corp. of ! .
Providence, Rhode Island, which has
supplied bayonets to the Army since*
World War II and was offering its © -
model at $20 each.

Imperial protested that the M9
was designed to serve as a field
knife, combat knife, wire cutter and
saw — and was overpriced based on’
the prevailing market, to boot. ~~

Tell it to the chaplain, replied the
GAQO. If the U.S. Army . wants to turn
the bayonet into a multi-role combat
cutting system, that's its business.
And besides, Schrade’s offering had
“safety defects” and an L
unsatisfactory scabbard,

It is unknown whether the GAO
(which historically has known the:
price of everything and the value of
very little} bothered to evaluate .
which weapon was better at cutting
the guts out of an adversary in
battle. Watch for SOF's T&E of the

M9 in an upcoming issue.
1

OUND: B
ONE SOVIET SUB...

This may be the rumor of the year
or the intelligence coup of the
decade — or both. o

Unconfirmed reports have been
circulating that the Soviet submarine

Dresnavia is now docked in the San -

" come to the scene but lacked the

- from sinking.

. Diego and berthed in a

crew, *

'R IA HUNTER

-who. earlier this year crossed the

Diego Nawvy Yard.

These reports — which are firmly
denied by both the Pentagon and
Coast Guard — say that the sub had
a mechanical problem 45 miles off
the coast of Mexico and requested
emergency aid.

Mexico’s nawy is said to have

equipment to keep the Soviet boat

. Uncle Sam’s Coast Guard then
supposedly arrived and kept the sub
afloat until it could be towed to San

“well-concealed dock” at the Navy
base; No mention is made of the

“This is one of those rumors which
if not true ought to be.

4YA BAGGED...
According to the paper Bangkok
Nation, a former American soldier

Thai-border into Cambodia is now
being held by Vietnamese troops in
the western. province of
Batdambang.

Vietham war veteran Brian Bono
Sterling, 35, reportedly crossed the
border, on 2 May in search of U.S.
MIAs. .

Accérding to Cambodian
resistance guerrillas, Sterling was
arrested last month and sent to the
S1 Sophon District of Batdambang,
where he was jailed.

{

TNYONTRA

ws ‘CONTRIBUTIONS. ..

Degpite all the yammer in
Washington, Nicaraguan freedom
fighters and their families are still
getting:shot, still coming down with
the usual tropical diseases and still in
need of help.

Reftigee Relief International, Inc.
(RRID is still collecting and
forwarding medical supplies for these
very brave people.

. They need:

® Anti-malaria drugs, Ceclor and
other antibiotics, sulfa powders,
Desenex ointment and powder and
other antifungals, Neosporin
ointment, water punrification tablets,
salt tablets, large and medium
surgical and field dressings, Vaseline,
gauze bandages, chest tubes,
surgical drains, suture kits, small

Continued on page 120 -
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ATTLING
BLADES...
Sirs:

[ just took what I supposed would
be the usual quick look at the June
Battle Blades column only to see
that it was written by Robert
Terzuola. Seeing his byline, [ paid
more attention.

" After handling a number of his
knives and talking with him at last
" year’s Guild show, | am convinced
that Terzuola has a far better idea of
what constitutes a ‘‘battle blade”
than do most of his knifemaking
peers.

The idea of guest columnists in
this space has much to recommend
it, and Mr. Terzuola’s selection as
the first such guest lends
considerable prestige and credibility
to SOF as a source of knife
information.

Jim Williamson
Contributing Editor
National Knife Magazine

[ have a question about the Battle
Blades column, usually ably manned
by Bill Bagwell. Recently, you have
had a guest writer contribute to this
feature whose opinions are exactly
the opposite of those proven by Mr.
Bagwell over the years. Through
empirical and logical arguments,
Bagwell has shown the forged Bowie
design to be the “king” of knives, so
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why run conflicting articles in space
normally reserved for him?

William Aprill

New Orleans, Louisiana

SOF, like other innovative
magazines, is an open forum for
new ideas and, when competently
handled, differing or controversial
opinions. Bill Bagwell has written
scores of informative Battle Blades
columns for SOF and will continue
to do so in the future. However, we
welcome other viewpoints from
qualified knife writers such as Bob
Terzuola. QOur purpose is to offer
expert opinions — and let you be
the final judge of the facts.

OREAN VET
WON'T FORGET...
Sirs:

I served in the USMC in Korea in
1951. Most of my friends who did
not go to Korea didn’t even know
that [ had gone. Nobody cared! As
an avid reader of SOF, | am fully
aware that your magazine is both
Vietnam- and Army-oriented. | hope
that some day you will do an
intelligent piece on just how poorly
the U.S. Army performed in combat
in Korea and why, which would help
to put Vietnam and political
meddling into proper perspective.

Korea was the first war that we
“lost”” due to our two-bit politicians
who sold us out at Panmunjom — a
fact that I will never forget.

Jerry D. Sims
San Dimas, California

To generalize by stating that the

U.S. Army performed poorly in
Korea simply ignores the facts — far
too many to present here. One
example, however, bears mention.
During the period 28 November-

3 December 1950, the 31st
Regimental Combat Team of the
Army’s 7th Division was sent to
relieve the 5th Marine Regiment,
bottled up in the area east of what’s
known as the Chosin Reservoir. This
hastily conceived RCT (some 3,000
officers and men, most without
World War Il combat expenence)
was tossed into the breach and took
nearly 2,000 casualties, primanly
due to lack of coherent organization
and an ineffective chain of
command. However, their efforts
literally destroyed the Chinese 80th
Division, which threatened to
capture the village of Hagaru-ri; had
this happened, the 1st Manne
Division would have been cut off,
unable to make their subsequent —
and historic — fighting withdrawal fo
the coast.

UATEMALAN
GUERRILLAS. ..
Sirs:

Steve Salisbury [*El Quiche
Patrol,” SOF, August '87] mentions
the torture, mutilation and execution
in November 1986 of seven
prisoners of war by the Guatemalan
Marxist-Leninist guerrilla organization
EGP. One month later, the same
guerrilla organization tied, doused
with gasoline and burned alive two
other prisoners of war; I saw the
victims’ ashes 2 kilometers southwest
of Chajul on the road from Nebaj.

It is interesting that human rights
monitoring organizations such as
Americas Watch, WOLA and
Amnesty International, which
purport to present an unbiased
analysis, have failed to investigate
and report these guerrilla atrocities.
In contrast, these groups reserve
intense scrutiny for the Guatemalan
government and army.

Richard H. Ebright
Brookline, Massachusetts

WO SIDES
OF THE BORDER. ..
Sirs: '
Lately I've seen articles in SOF
regarding the U.S. Border Patrol
[see “‘San Diego DMZ” and ‘‘Border

.Continued on page 16
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'NICARAGUA'S
FREEDOM FIGHTERS
NEED YOUR HELP!

Congress will soon vote on military aid to these brave individuals.
This critical assistance will only be approved if Congressmen hear
from enough people like YOU.

Send a Mail-Gram asking your Representative to ““vote for aid to
Nicaragua'’s freedom fighters’ at a special reduced rate by calling
toll free:

800-325-6000

ask for operator #9171

You may send a 50-word or less message in your own words, ($4.95)
or one of three texts already on file at Western Union ($4.50). The
normal cost for Mail-Grams is $9.75. Billing is direct to your phone
bill or credit card.

If you don’t know the name of your Representaﬁve——no problem.
Western Union operator #9171 will look it up for you.

Call anytime, 24 hours a day. Your message will be delivered the
next day. It is fast, easy, and cheap. It’s the least you can do for
those who risk their lives everyday to fight communism!

* Space Donated by SOLDIER * FORTUNE Magazine.

















































picked up on my saying the radar altimeter
showed good terrain clearance. ‘‘But can’t
the Russians paint the radar altimeter?”’

I explained that, while the Sandinistas
were surely capable of picking up radar
emissions, our radar altimeter was very
low-powered and it directed its energy
straight down beneath the plane. An in-
terception and attack from that signal was
unlikely. Furthermore, I doubted they
would attempt an aerial intercept through
the weather in darkening skies. While they
do possess two AT-33 jet trainers armed
with .50-caliber machine guns, a good-
weather, daylight intercept was all we had
to worry about from that quarter.

‘““What about the ZSU?"’ asked Emile.
He was referring to the Soviet ZSU-23-4
highly mobile, radar-directed, four-
barreled 23mm antiaircraft vehicle operated
by the Sandinistas. Its radar might be
blocked by heavy storms, but it wouldn’t be
bothered by the dissipating, thinning clouds
we were flying in.

Unable to explain away that danger, I
could only hope we didn’t fly within range
of any ZSUs. Since we were going to cross
one major east-west road on our inbound
track, I prayed we would be either below 50
feet or above 10,000 when passing over.

Before I had to explain away any more
dangers, Vern called me back to help him
with the load. He showed me how it had
shifted and compressed itself to the rear on
takeoff and during our climb. As we went
around the load, tightening straps and reset-
ting thie front chains, he showed me the
trouble with our ‘‘soft”” load. The bundles
of boots hung over the skidboards, allowing
for a lot of shifting and squeezing together.
A properly assembled load would have had
skidboards at least as wide as the loads they
held so that the boards would butt firmly
against on¢ another.

After we adjusted the load, I returned to
my seat up front and noticed we were leav-
ing the mountains and the clouds that cov-
ered them. We could see the jungle below
— and be seen, as well, by the Sandinistas
with their SA-7 missiles. Emile was quick
to remind me of the SA-7 threat. The best
reply I could offer him now was to describe
some C-7 features designed to reduce the
plane’s vulnerability to heat-secking mis-
siles. Before reaching the atmosphere, all
cylinder exhausts enter a collector ring that
channels the hot gases into a stack which is
cooled by prop-blasted air. This cooled ex-
haust travels from the stack, out the top rear
of the engine nacelle and is finally dispersed
over the wing’s trailing edge. Also, the en-
gine nacelles are crafted to close tolerances
and consist of two titanium layers with in-
sulating airspace sandwiched in between.
This design radiates engine heat efficiently
and uniformly, preventing hot spots from
forming on the metal which could be picked
up by heat-secking missiles.

Nonetheless, one hour after takeoff, as
we saw lots of large holes in the cloud
cover, Buz pointed the nose down and
headed for the treetops, leveling off at less
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than 100 feet above the jungle to confound
any would-be antiaircraft gunners.

What a scene below — the terrain
changed dramatically every minute! First
there was a clearing with tall grasses and a
few pines. Next came canopied jungle with
clusters of tall palms dwarfed by huge hard-
woods that surrounded them. In some
places the top of the jungle was so smooth, it
looked like a giant clipper had trimmed it.
Now and then a slight depression appeared,

narrow and twisting, which traced through
the jungle, indicating a stream beneath it.
No stream narrower than about 30 feet could
be seen from the air because they are cano-
pied over. The larger rivers were brown
from the washings of the previous night’s
rains. Some were slow moving, others had
tortuous rapids. In some spots the darker
greens of the jungle gave way to the more
yellow color of bamboo thickets and stands
of tree ferns. Above all this, flocks of green
parrots flew west to their roosts, and pairs of
scarlet macaws broke the endless miles of
green as they skimmed over the trees.

Suddenly we came upon the main road to
Puerto Cabezas on the northeast coast.
Then, just as suddenly, it passed out of
sight. I noted that in the future we should
probably feint and change direction before
crossing this road, because if we were being
tracked, the Sandinistas could easily move
ZSUs and other armaments along that road
for an intercept.

As we approached the end of our run
south, it got quite dark, but we could still
see the jungle beneath us. Vern called me
back again and handed me several “‘light
sticks’> — plastic tubes containing two
chemicals that give off a glow when mixed.
We tied one stick to each pallet. Just before
the drop we would bend each tube, releasing
the chemicals inside. They’d glow for about
one hour and serve as a beacon for the
contras in case any pallets drifted away from
the DZ.

We were about 10 minutes from the DZ.
Buz had timed this mission perfectly. We
could see just enough of the forest to avoid
running into the trees. But it was dark
enough that the signal fires could easily be
seen. Buz waved me forward. Ernie leaned
toward me and said, ‘‘Twenty miles. Have
talker try a call now, and one more in five
minutes.”’

I took one step back on the tie-down
locker and leaned around the cockpit bulk-
head toward Comandante and said, ‘‘We’re
10 minutes away. Try a call now, please.”’

He switched on his radio, checked the
frequency and started calling. The roar of
the Caribou engines was so loud, he had to
jam the speaker against one ear while
clamping a hand over his other ear to block
out the plane’s noise. After a few moments
he raised up to me and shouted, ‘‘OK! They
hear us.”’

I stepped forward and yelled that in--
formation to Buz and Emnie. Then I won-
dered to myself, ‘“That far away? They
heard us? Are we more west than the Omega
shows?’’ I looked down, between their
seats, at the present position coordinates on
the Omega display. They looked good and
matched Ernie’s dead reckoning of 20, now
18 miles to go. I know the Caribou is notor-
iously noisy, worse than the C-123, but
could they hear us from nearly 20 miles
away?

Vern was standing near the cargo ramp. I
made my way back to him and gave him our

Continued on page 89
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future, this could take the form of Sandinista Soviet-built T-55
tanks moving on the Pan-American highway toward
Tegucigalpa or San José. But as this would probably bring the
U.S. military into the picture, the weapon of choice will
probably be guerrilla warfare, supporting internal insurgents and
subversion.

It is often stated that diplomacy can provide an answer to the
threat of Sandinista destabilization in Central America without
any need to fund the Nicaraguan resistance. Diplomacy, even
when coupled with economic sanctions, has proven a failure at
stopping Cuba, Libya and Iran in their attempts to export
revolution. Force without diplomacy is often force wasted, but
diplomacy without the backing of force is often even more
impotent.

Nicaragua: The Repressive State
In the American continent, there is no regime more barbaric
and bloody, no regime that violates human rights in a
manner more constant and permanent, than the Sandinista
regime. — Nicaraguan Red Cross President Ismael Reyes,
““The Genocides Continue in Nicaragua,’’ Diario de las
Americas, 11 November 1983.

The issue of human rights has become an integral element in
U.S. foreign policy. Under the Reagan administration, human
rights has not been simply a bludgeon to strike our friends. It
has been more skillfully used, in the Philippines, Korea, El
Salvador, Guatemala and Haiti, to help bring about changes that
should lead to stronger, more democratic governments better
able to resist both internal subversion and external aggression.
If the United States has an interest in these countries, then it
has an interest in democracy and human rights in Nicaragua.
The Sandinistas are the antithesis of the progress in human
rights that has been going on elsewhere in Central America.
Sandinista repression is creating refugees heading north —
though only a fraction of what a communist takeover throughout
Central America would create.

Even the Sandinistas’ apologists have had a difficult time
recently. The most recent human rights innovation in Nicaragua
has been depopulating the countryside in areas of the highlands,
removing campesinos who have been increasingly supporting
Ios nifios, ‘‘the boys,’’ as they call the guerrilla groups moving
down from the north. Forced resettlement is a long-standing
staple of Marxist (and non-Marxist) counterinsurgency. It
demonstrates that the hearts and minds of Nicaraguans in the
countryside by no means belong to the Sandinistas. The
evidence is that in the last two years the Nicaraguan resistance
has benefited more from a rising tide of discontentment against
the Sandinistas than from the outside aid it has received.

The Sandinista human rights record remains dreadful. Their
oppression of the Miskito Indians and the Atlantic coast black
Creole population, reminiscent of the darker days of the 19th
century, would have doubtlessly produced an international
outcry if carried out elsewhere. The suppression of the press, of
individual liberties and religion is well-documented.

One reason the Sandinistas have not pressed their campaign
to turn Nicaragua further toward more orthodox communism
and to crack down harder internally is because of the
Nicaraguan resistance. As long as the civil war is going on,
moves to further restructure religion in the Sandinista vision and
to clamp down further on trade unions, media and the economy
will have the effect of increasing support for the Nicaraguan
resistance. If there were no Nicaraguan resistance, the
Sandinistas would have no incentive to hold off, especially
since such actions would likely increase their standing with the
Soviet Union, to which the sight of independent trade union
leaders and opposition journalists outside of a prison camp is a
sign that truly effective government has not yet taken root.

The human rights record of the Sandinistas is important,
however, because the Sandinistas are actively trying to export
their system of government. The human rights situation in much
of Africa and Asia is rather dreadful, but few of these regimes
are trying to turn their neighbors into clones of themselves.
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Conventional Sandinista forces hold key areas throughout
Nicaragua, including towns, airfields, Managua and the area
between Managua and the Pacific coast, as shown on this map.
Map: U.S. State Department .

Whatever one thinks of the internal policies of the Republic of
South Africa, they are not seeking to create ‘‘apartheid without
frontiers.”’ '

The Means

United States interests in 1987 are for a Central America with
no Soviet client states, no revolutionary communist regimes
committed to ‘‘revolution without frontiers,’’ and in which
democracy and human rights flourish. To achieve these goals,
the United States has the options of supporting the Nicaraguan
resistance, supporting a wide range of diplomatic and economic
actions, and/or resorting to armed force.

Central America’s air would be much purer without the
Sandinistas. The Nicaraguan civil war offers the United States
what may be the easiest and most effective way of realizing its
interests in Central America. A resistance success need not be
total. If the Sandinistas can be forced to abandon their roles as
Soviet client, exporter of revolution and oppressor of their own
people, then the resistance will have won even if their fighting
men have not marched through the center of Managua.

The resistance has already had success in reducing Sandinista
support for communist guerrillas throughout Central America
and in preventing the Sandinistas from cracking down harder on
human rights. If the resistance were to be defeated, it would not
only remove the chance of them gaining a larger success, but
would also reduce the impact these successes have had on the
region.

While the U.S. media makes much of the alleged lack of
battlefield successes by the resistance, a success, such as taking
a town, that would register on the U.S. media would require a
massing of forces that would present a superb target for the
Sandinistas’ Soviet-built and (at least partially) Cuban-manned
Mi-25 Hind-D (export version of the Mi-24 Hind-D) attack
helicopters and their long-range Soviet-built 152mm D-20
howitzers and BM-21 122mm multiple rocket launchers. The
successful guerrilla fights ‘‘the war of the flea’’ and does not
shift to conventional operations until they have the strength and
training to sustain them.

The resistance needs U.S. support, firm and predictable
support, if it is to wage an effective guerrilla war. All
successful guerrilla forces, whether they win militarily or
politically, need a secure base. Sometimes this base is internal,
but more often, especially when the enemy has complete control .
of the air, it must be external. The resistance needs cross-border
bases as much as the guerrillas did in Rhodesia or South
Vietnam. These bases will not be there if the United States does
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Q.CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE

. DEMOGRAPHICS

SOF WANTS YOU!

1. What is your age?

2. If you buy SOF on the newsstand, how long have you been reading SOF

last six months?

3. Are you a: veteran __, active duty military ___, reservnst —, law enforcement officer —; other (descnbe)?

. READER SURVEY

and how many issues have you bought in the

. Ifyou are a subscriber, go to question 2. If you bought this issue at a newsstand, what influence did the cover have on your purchasing
decision? Please rate on a scale from 1 (excellent — influenced you.to buy this issue) to 5 (poor— bought this issue in spite of the

cover).

2. SOF is interested in what its readers think about the subjects of the articles in the October 1987 issue and how well the readers feel the

authors handled those subjects.

A) How interesting did you find the subject matter? Circle the number under the appropriate heading.

Very
Interesting

Somewhat
Interesting

Not
Interesting

FIRST FOLD » DOWN

AirContra .............. e
Sandinista Contra-Diction. . .....
Reeve'sMark IV...............
Deep Desert Raid .............
Bayonets at Binh Thai .........
Paras of Puerto San José ......
Gramajo Interview .............

Guns Behind the Great Wall Part2.............

Red Retreat ...................
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B) How do you rate the quality of the features (how well did the author handle his article)? Circle the number under the appropriate heading.

Title

Excellent

Good

Poor

AirContra ............cvvunnn
Sandinista Contra-Diction.......
Reeve'sMark IV...............
Deep Desert Raid .............
Bayonets at Binh Thai .........
Paras of Puerto San José ......
Gramajo Interview .............

Guns Behind the Great Wall Part2............. .

Red Retreat ...................
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SECOND FOLD « UP

3. If SOF were to publish a newsletter specializing in coverage of on-going conflicts around the world, including recent battlefield news, would

you be interested?
Yes__ No

4. If you answered yes, what would be a fair price for a one-year subscription if the newsletter were eight to 10 pages (8'2x11) and published

every two weeks?

5. Does SOF run too much, just the right amount or too little on the following topics? Make an “X” under the appropriate heading.

Too Much

Right Amount

Too Little

Vietnam

Firearms

Combat Reporting

Rifles

Pistols

Mercenary Topics
Terrorism

Military Unit Reports
History (prior to Vietnam)
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6. A) Wasthisissue Excellent —_ Average —_ orPoor .
B) Why?.

7. What would you do to improve SOF?

*This is a confidential survey — your name is not required. Opinions expressed will provide Soldier of Fortune editors with an insight as to what our readers are
most interested in.

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

SOF Survey
Dept. $120

P.O. Box 1397
 Boulder, CO 80306

Fold twice and tape to seal. DO NOT STAPLE.
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ing shoulders milled in the receiver. As
the firing pin, attached to the slide,
travels forward, it cams the locks into
their recesses.

When the slide recoils rearward, a
so-called ‘‘operating stud’’ projecting
out the right side of the receiver enters
the open hook of the feed lever and
pivots it back. This operates the feed
slide under the top cover. As the feed
slide moves inward on its cam path, the
feed pawl transports the next round to
the cartridge guide and up over the stop
pawl. When the operating stud moves
forward in counter-recoil, it rotates the
feed lever forward which, in turn, draws
the feed slide back outward while the
feed pawl moves out to engage the next
cartridge in the belt. Feeding is normally
from the left out of a 70-round ammo can
attached to the tripod’s cradle, although
the Type 54 can be altered to feed from
the right. The bolt remains closed on an
empty chamber when the last round in
the belt has been fired.

An uncomplicated and robust trig-
ger mechanism controls this problem
firing sequence. When the trigger is
pressed, it rotates a trigger release lev-

er upward. This lever pivots and de- -

presses the sear to release the slide. A
safety lever on the right side of the
receiver blocks the trigger release lev-
er when rotated forward. &

GUATEMALA

Continued from page 63

For first-phase jumping, troops use the
T-10 main chute and T-10A reserve. Chutes
are considered good for 100 jumps or 10
years, and chutes packed over three months
earlier are rejected.

Second-phase jumping simulates combat
conditions, and troops carry the standard-
issue Galil 5.56mm assault rifle, rations,
backpack and about 250 rounds of ammuni-
tion. The jumpmaster carries an FN
MAGS58 7.62mm GPMG, radio and extra
rations and medicine, and he jumps in extra
ammunition spread among his personnel.

Extra arms are the FN MAGS58, which
replaced the Browning .30-caliber four
years ago, and 60mm mortars and M79
40mm grenade launchers. Officers’ hand-
guns include the Colt .45, 9mm Walther and
9mm SIG-Sauer.

After the initial 21 days of training, the

' paracaidistas spend 29 months practicing

advanced techniques in jumping and anti-
guerrilla combat. They have the longest
obstacle course in the army, and also train
extensively in jungle tactics.

To infiltrate for special operations, para-
troopers use the MC-3 paracommando
chute for its mobility, or the Merlin Vector
when they must jump undetected. The Mer-
lin is also used by base sporting teams.

One recent change in equipment has been to

dark woodland pattern cammies. The guerril-
las are beginning to wear the lighter pattern
cammies, which could be confusing.

*“The civilians — no, the whole world —
have cammies now,”’ says one frustrated
officer. ‘‘At least the new ones aren’t on the
street yet.”’

One of the paracaidistas’ security duties
is establishing roadblocks and searching
vehicles for weapons. Guatemala is about
the size of Ohio, and its few major cities are
connected by narrow asphalt highways that
cut steep mountains and canyons with
switchbacks. The southern third of the
country is densely populated and is virtually
clean of guerrillas due to the security road-
blocks. The north is wildemess and rural
farms served by few roads.

The weathered asphalt is pock-marked
with potholes, any of which might hold a
mine: As a New Year’s greeting, the guer-
rillas ambushed two army convoys carrying
food and supplies to northern Indians. Six
soldiers were killed by homemade clay-
mores in two hit-and-run attacks.-

The face of the war is changing, according
to Gen. Gramajo. Guerrilla warfare in 1987
will probably continue at the level of 1986, but
sabotage is expected to increase — with the
target being Guatemala’s highways.

‘“We believe the subversives will work
within the framework of the new democracy
to try to infiltrate popular organizations like
unions,’’ says Gen. Gramajo. ‘“We expect
more terrorism, more sabotage, more kid-
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the order to stop for arest. Food was cooked
and the booty was screened. Boro carefully
recorded every single item which had been
captured, from the ammunition to the pairs
of boots. Most of the foodstuffs looted from
the government stores had been donated
from Western aid agencies. Sacks were
marked ‘‘EEC to the people of Ethiopia,’’
‘‘Canadian International Development
Agency,”’ ‘“World Food Programme of the
RFT,’ alongside several U.S. projects. The
rebels took this opportunity to stress once
more their assessment of the Western aid
given to Ethiopia, particularly during the
last two years.

‘“The government exploited the compas-
sion of the West about the famine in the
north for its own goals. Food is in fact being
used as a weapon by the regime to secure
control of the rural population. The aid is
distributed only to the peasants living in the
collectivized villages or in the resettlement
areas. The people who don’t have the proper
paper issued by the AEPA (All Ethiopian
Peasants’ Association) or who live in the
resistance-controlled areas won’t get any
food, regardless of whether they’re starv-
ing,”’ explained -one of my companions.

Western aid policy toward Ethiopia has
been very controversial since the French
voluntary organization MSF (Médecins
Sans Frontiéres, or Doctors Without Bor>
ders) exposed it at the end of 1985. Accord-
ing to MSF president Rony Brauman: ‘‘The
Western aid has been instrumental in help-

ing the deportation of millions of people, a
policy similar to the one implemented by
Stalin in the *30s or by Pol Pot in the Khmer
Rouge’s Cambodia in 1975.”°

Ethiopian opposition spokesmen remark
ironically that ‘‘Mengistu is eating for free
thanks to the West, while he uses his money
to buy arms from the East Bloc.’’ The
Ethiopian army 'is the strongest in black
Africa, with 210,000 men, 150 fighting-
type aircraft and several thousand Soviet,
Cuban and East German advisers. It is a
powerful military machine that has already
cost four billion dollars so far.

Its counterinsurgency capability, howev-
er, appears very limited, at least in the part
of the country where I was traveling. There
were no heliborne troops operating, nor
ground forces capable of a quick reaction.
Two days after the OLF’s raid in Debek’a,

. the army swept the town itself and the coun-

tryside surrounding it. Hundreds of civil-
ians were rounded up, forced into lorries
and brought away for interrogation, a tactic
which seemed designed to arouse more
opposition. The Ethiopians even shot mor-
tars at random against woods which they
suspected to be rebel hideouts. Boro’s base
and the forest sheltering it were not
approached by the army. They were
apparently unable to gather any valuable
intelligence from the people. The only peo-
ple to reach the camp were more displaced
peasants. They said that the army had
burned down their houses in an apparent

effort to speed up ‘‘villagization,’’ and that
they could not go back to their land. Most of
them were enlisted as new recruits, and
organized in nine- to 11-man squads. More
than-100 of them would travel to the big
bases near the border for training. After a
few days Gabbisa’s column left with the
recruits and me in tow. The prisoners re-
mained in Boro’s camp.

On the fourth day of the march we
stopped in the bush for a long while. Gabbi-
sa looked worried. ‘‘We just received in-
formation that the enemy has laid many
ambushes in an area we must cross on our
way to the liberated areas,’’ he explained.
““Their regional headquarters apparently
gave the order to stop us at all costs. They
know there are many recruits with us and
they’re particularly furious that a foreign
reporter has been able to travel with us so
deeply inside and witness what happened in
Debek’a. They’ve been ordered to get hold
of you.”

A local OLF unit joined us, bringing
fresh news. Some ambush sites had been
spotted, but they couldn’t be sure whether
there ‘were more. The rebel commanders
had a long conference, trying to choose the
safest way to proceed. They talked, drank
many cups of coffee (Oromo rebels carry
small cups bound to their hand-sewn packs)
and finally decided on a route that was very
difficult, through high grass and cane and
thick forest. We had to struggle with
branches, roots and rotten vegetation to

DANGER LIVES HERE

"THE MOST DANGEROUS BOOK EVER PUBLISHED!" So says NBC News ... *HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY* shows
every trick used by detective/intelligence agencies from tailing, to obtaining unlisted phone numbers, addresses and billing information plus
details every aspect of the newest electronic surveillance gear.  --Listening thru walls, seeing in the dark, the CIA chemical for reading thru
closed envelopes. --A source guide to assembling three super spy systems that outclass any packaged systems for thousands of dollars less!
--How to organize and run an intelligence campaign against any target! --Four experts tell how to bug any target plus how to avoid surveil-
lance. —How to get birth, death and asset records! Run a 50 state credit, driver's license and vehicle search. --Head hunting, skip tracing,
breaching the government storehouse of "secure” information. --Over 100 sources for surveillance and counter surveillance gear. --Lie detec-
tor and PSE tricks. --Much more . .. AN ENCYCLOPEDIA OF ADVANCED INVESTIGATIVE AND SURVEILLANCE TECHNIQUES USED
BY VIRTUALLY EVERY SERIOUS INTELLIGENCE AGENCY IN THE WORLD!! Now available to the general public. .8 1/2 x 11, 260 pages of
hard non-padded information. $29.95. ‘

*NEVER SAY LIE* HOW TO MISLEAD ANYONE/ANYTHING/ANYTIME AND GET AWAY WITH IT. LEARN HOW TO TELL WHEN ANY-
ONE IS LYING. The FBI, the IRS, the CIA, job screening firms, detectives and countless people who simply should not be, are busy deciding
your future using “lie detection" methods from the old fashioned polygraph to the super secret science of kinesic interviewing. Do these tech-
niques really work? Can they be influenced by mechanical tricks, drugs, practice or knowledge? Will you lose a job, get fined or even go to jail
because of a false positive on a shaky system? Do your unconscious body movements call you a liar? Can you tell when someone else is
lying? How do government intelligence agents trick lie detection systems? NEVER SAY LIE the science of manipulating the truth tellers,
Information alignment thru knowledge, discipline and artificial agents. 8 1/2 x 11, nearly 200 pages. $19.95.

THE MAN WHO TAUGHT STEPHEN K. HAYES!! Dr. Hatsumi, 34th master of Togakure ninjutsu's revolutionary text: *KNIFE AND PIS-
TOL FIGHTING* in English for the first time! Thousands of copies have already been sold in Japanese, now available with the only author-
ized English translation. 'Unlike "stuck-on,” Johnny-come:lately, weapons systems Togakure ninja have been saving, and taking lives for
hundreds of years with these deadly methods. KNIFE AND PISTOL FIGHTING not only retains the same techniques that have made the ninja
the-most feared fighters in history, it applies these principles to practical situations. Unlike many popular knife and shooting systems this is the
real stuff, designed to be deadly, yet easy to learn. Dr. Hatsumi takes you through correct knife handling, -body thrusts, multiple opponents,
shuriken throwing, basic pistol technique, advanced variations, four direction shooting style, sanshin shooting, vital body target areas, self-
decoying, and much more. Like the US Marines, Special Forces and some modern police departments you can train under one of the world’s
last true masters in the art of death. KNIFE AND PISTOL FIGHTING, 5 3/4 x 8 1/4, softcover, 312 pages. $19.95.
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date. Please include $3.00 postage & handling.
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BULLETIN BOARD
Continued from page 8

surgical tools {forceps, clamps,
scissors, etc.), plasma expanders not
requiring refrigeration, IV infusion
sets, wire splints, and rolls and strips
of surgical plaster of paris.

@ Money to pay shipping costs and
to cover expenses for medical
training teams.

RRII does not need items that
have to be refrigerated or locked up,
time-expired items, or generally
large, bulky items such as X-ray
machines.

Donations to RRII are tax
deductible. To receive proper credit,
please include a packing list with
prices, your name and address, and
whether you wish to be listed as a
donor in SOF.

Letters and checks should be sent
to: RRII, P.O. Box 693, Boulder,
CO 80306. UPS and other packages
should be sent to: RRII, c/o SOF
Warehouse, 5735 Arapahoe,
Boulder, CO 80303.

If you have a question, call (303)
449-3750 between 0900 and 1700
Mountain Standard Time and ask.

And thanks for all your support.

EWS FIT
TO OMIT...

Granted, it was a couple of days
before April Fool's Day, but the
KGB scored something of a coup
when CBS news aired a report on
30 March — with a straight face —
quoting a Soviet military

OH, MY! DIDNT |
SEE YOU ON TV
QUESTIONING

OLIVER NORTH
ABOUT HIS LIES
TO CONGRESS AND
OBSTRUCTION OF
JUSTICE?

"
»

; 7
.

[

publication’s claims that the AIDS
virus had leaked out of a U.S. Army
biological warfare lab.

CBS didn’t bother to ask any U.S.
official for a comment on the report,
which is bad journalistic practice and
is particularly unfortunate in this
case. Had CBS noticed, the State
Department had held a press
briefing on 3 November 1986 at
which time a painfully documented
paper-trail was presented exposing
how Soviet spooks had gone about
planting that particular lie in the
world’s press.

That CBS made a beginner’s
mistake (from Murrow to mediocrity,
perhaps) might be forgivable; even
overpaid network newscasters screw
up. The real question, however, is
why one of the world’s most
prestigious news organizations, when
presented with a grotesque and
obscene lie about the conduct of its
country’s armed forces, found it so
unremarkable that they repeated it
without comment.

What's next? A TASS-CBS
merger?

RGIE NAVY
LOOKING FOR
TROUBLE...

Argentina’s navy has come out in
favor of a plan to transfer the
country’s capital from Buenos Aires
to the Viedma-Carmen de
Patagones area, about 500 miles
farther south (and that much closer
to the Falklands).

The navy likes the site because it
is a maritime location. In the same
report it urged that special attention
be given (whatever that means) to

% /////"
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the development of Patagonia, the
Falklands dispute and the British
Fisheries Zone (the last is just Her
Majesty’s Civil Servants’ rather
literal-minded way of saying the
Argies can’t fish in troubled waters).

Argentina’s air force, which did
most of the fighting (and dying)
during the Falklands war, thinks the
admirals — whose principal
accomplishments were losing the
General Belgrano and failing to get
the carrier Veinticinco de Mayo out
of port — are insane. .

They favor an inland site, as does
the Argentine army.

Views of the Royal Navy on the
subject were not solicited.

OVEMBER

INCOMING...
o California’s Emerald Triangle
— SOF journeys to the lush and
dangerous hills of the Emerald
Triangle, northern California’s
infamous pot-growing capital. Amidst
towering redwoods you’ll find armed
outlaw pot growers who protect their
crops with Viet Cong-style booby
traps, mayhem and murder. SOF
goes behind the scenes with the
men fighting these 20th-century
American warlords.
¢ Wounded Knee — Wounded
Knee’s occupation by the American
Indian Movement in 1973 resulted
in the largest SWAT operation of all
time. Was AIM linked to an
international terrorist network? SOF
examines this unexpected
connection next month.
@ Dust-Off — From Korea to
Grenada, medevac helicopters have
meant the difference between life
and death for hundreds of
thousands of Gls — a few SOF
staffers included. Take a ride with
these heliborne heroes as we
examine the chopper’s life-saving
role in combat.
® Operation Solid Shield — Hit
the beaches of North Carolina with
SOF staffer and Marine vet G.B.
Crouse as he covers one of the
largest Joint Service combined
amphibious ops held in the United
States. Snafu or clockwork
precision? SOF digs in to give you
the answer.
® Action, adventure, analysis —
join our team of SOF professionals
who cover the globe from
Afghanistan to Zimbabwe, bringing
you the latest combat and
intelligence reports each month. If
firsthand, up-to-date coverage is
your style, then SOF is your
magazine. Stay with us next month
— on sale 6 October. W
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: black plus 2 biack {4'*and 24*") ballchains . ... . ... . .. LU VA8 Algo avallable In Olive Drab (0D) Green. _
§ CRegulation G! Dog Tags- e, 52687 714,712,734 $8.50/each. @W (J Commande Sweater - Commercially

. Made - paterned atter the GI ones. these are commercially
427 Drill Instructor’/Smokey the

made i easy care 100% acrylic. Aithough they are copies. they are

. ° constructed surprisingly true to the all woot ones. complete with
wd Wanl us to print them? WE'LL PRINT ANY Bear Hat—rormaty catieq the Campaign Hat,
THING up to 6 lines and 15 spaces per line this 15 a really fine quality pressed felt headpiece

sleeve and shoulder patches  Choose between: Olive Drab (0D)

Green or Black. Specify Size: S, M, L, XL .75/each.
E Printing .. .. . only $1.50 pertag ($3.00/set). A hat with character No one who wears it pecify s $22.75/eac
° escapes a personality change. An uncon-

PLEASE. NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. troflable urge o shout orders or heap abuses,
pursue flamers or write tratfic tickets Let your true

Choose: ] Olive Drab (0D) Green Crewneck (USMC ap-
proved); [ Black V-Neck with epaulets and name plate area o
on breast (US Army approved); [ Black € k (no epau-
lets or plate area); (] C: flage C k; O Tan
Crewneck; (] Maroon Crewnech.

RDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL MON- SAT; 9

sel of 2 slainless steel tags and 2 stainless
chains (4" and 24°) . $4.00/set.

DDOg Tag Silencers - biack non-glare rubber bumpers 107 gy wistful self be heard Commerciall
: y manufactured

tags $1.25/pair. 10 exacting specs.  Sizes 6-7/810 7-3/4 $19.75/each. CUmmandU Camouﬂage

- »  [J Genuine Leather Chin Strap szooescn.  Headnet - Spanduﬂage -
it We’'re America’s E] Afyoml Hﬂ'lcmd I(as Shonm) b . §7.75/each.  Expandable camouftage mesh fits

1 r pecify color silver. gold metallic, btack/gold. metalhic, yellow, red or comfortably on any size head Cool in
tﬁ{ Army & Navy Store!! 2/ light blue) summer. warm in winler. this revolutionary g%
new mesh material can be I
lMME[“ATE SHIPMENT cut {but wilt not unravel) to form eye-holes

WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR SHIPPING COSTS for tne comfort of eyeglass wearers
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42ND ST., ¥ Prease include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with gg’cmﬁgg g'amwlhge.
NEAR TIMES SQUARE each order Amounts shown :nclude costs of postage packaging  Sokd Black . . )
N insurance and handling )

(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE Orders up to $10 00 $3 00 -+ *6.00/each: 2 for *11.00.
SATISFACTION GUARANTEE Orders from $10 01 10 20 00 375 g
8rgers from $20 0110 35 00 450 camouﬂage Face Paint -

rders from $35 01 to 50 00 i
*All In-Stock ltems Orders!rog $50 01 tg 70 00 g gg Each metal tube contains 2 colors of facepaint which

Shipped Within 24 Hours. Orders from $70 0110 90 00 725 Ef,’;mbﬁ: e\f,m;m:?n: ‘{3,,.“".;":?3;?’3.3:"2&? '('33.3 ;i:?. &

Satisfaction Guarantesd QOrders over $90 00 800 . -
or Your Money Back Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. sandy; snow camo (whito &laam) ... $2.75/tube; 2 tubes for $5.00

ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545.0933 — CALL MON ~$SAT; 9:00-7:00 (Mountain Time)
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