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“We should explore Mars... might be a good place to relocate our dissidents.”

ONTRA
GEAR...
Sirs:

Here's another shipment of gear
for our friends down South. We in
the STEM team feel strongly
supportive of the contras, since they
are risking their lives fighting an
enemy that is superior in three ways
— funding, weapons/equipment and
numbers. Since the contras’
opposition is Marxist, it will go to
whatever lengths necessary, however
ruthless, to attain its goals. Anyhow,
we wish all the luck in the world to
the contras in their fight, since if they
don’t win themselves, we will catch
up with some of this gear we have
sent very soon. -

Sgt. B.L. & Cpl. AW.
STEM Team

[ recently sent another donation to
the ESNDF. Benjamin Linder's
death made up my mind. On
“Nightline” I heard a misty-eyed
“Sandalista” assure Ted Koppel that
Nicaragua is nonaligned. A
Washington Post columnist charged
that, besides Linder, two “‘peasants’”
were killed, although every other
report said militia. Finally, it was
reported that various support groups
are supplying millions to Managua.

SOF sees and reports the danger
that others refuse to accept. People
tell me that we have no business in
Central America; they don’t mention
the Bulgarians, Libyans, East
Germans and others who are there.
Besides equipment, the freedom
fighters need a fair press and an
informed public. I am proud to do
what [ can in this fight.

Michael Lindsay
Virginia

While the complete story on how
Linder was killed has yet to
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maternalize, there have been some
reports in the media that cast more
than a little suspicion on the various
accounts the Nicaraguan
government and left-wing
sympathizers have put out. The two
Nicaraguans killed with Linder were
militia and were armed, as was
Linder himself. One militia survivor
from the ambush said Linder was
wearing militia clothing, boots, had
on a cartridge belt and had been
carrying an AK-47 rifle when his
team walked into the area where the
ambush took place. Linder laid his
rifle aside while taking notes. None
of which means anything, of course.
If you're traveling with one army or
another in a combat zone, don’t be
surprised when the other side shoots
at you.

OF HITS
THE BOOKSHELVES. ..
Sirs:

I am a helicopter pilot on active
duty with the U.S. Army and a
long-time reader of SOF. Your
magazine is without a doubt the best
of its kind, and you have now gone
another one better than all the rest.
Your new book series is a great
idea. Technical integrity is hard to
find in non-fiction, not to mention
the fabled fiction. [ just finished your
first two books — both were a
pleasant alternative to what is
normally available. [ particularly
liked Doorgunner for its perspective
from the back seat of the beloved
Huey. [ look forward to the arrival of
future magazine issues and books.

Ronald R. Orr Jr.
Fort Worth, Texas

HO WAS
THERE?...
Sirs:

Re the “I Was There” story in the
dJuly issue. Either the author is full of
crap or an editor screwed up his
story.

Marines in the 'Nam, in 1966,
armed with M16s? Ha!

Alan Burch
Council, Idaho

U.S. Army Special Forces units
carried the M16 in Vietnam
beginning in 1964. U.S. Army
Airborne and Air Cavalry units went
to Vietnam with the M16 starting in
1965. Some Marines received the
M16 in late 1966, but Marine line
battalions did not receive it until
spring/summer 1967. And you’re
right — a typo by the author moved
the action in “I Was There” from
1967 to 1966.

REEDOM
FLYER...
Sirs:

[ particularly enjoyed the article
“Flight of the Lady Ellen”’ in the
June SOF. This is the best article
about the weird world of Third
World flying I've yet seen. For a
long time I've felt the primary
purpose of the FAA and customs
was the prevention of flight and free
trade.

After reading the article it occurred
to me that donations to support a
specific aircraft or small unit might
be a better way to raise funds than
the more general campaigns now in
effect. There might be more of a
feeling that this is “our” unit.

I look forward to seeing you all at
this year's SOF Convention.

TSgt. Robert G. Klaus
Las Vegas, Nevada

LETTERS

Your input has made FLAK
one of SOF’s most popular
columns. Tell us what you think
— about SOF or any other
subject you consider worth our
readers’ attention. If you'd like
to see your letter in print the
way you wrote it, keep it brief
and to the point. Send letters to
FLAK, c/o SOF, P.O. Box 693,
Boulder, CO 80306. ¥
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FGHAN
ASSAULT...
Afghan mujahideen
appear to have savaged

a pro-Soviet
government force in the
Kandahar region of
Afghanistan.

According to Jane’s
Defence Weekly, some
1,000 lives were lost in
fighting around
Kandahar recently, and
the majority of the dead
were young recruits of
the Soviet-installed
regime in Kabul.

The mujahideen also
claim to have shqt down
up to 16 aircraft —
continuing evidence of
the lethality of
U.S.-supplied Stingers.

The magnitude of the
government losses — if
true — could indicate
that the mujahideen are
staging larger operations
than in the past. And
that could be an early
sign that the Afghan war
is moving into a new
phase, one in which the
Soviets have to choose
between a major
increase in their
commitment to the
struggle or seeing their
puppet government
defeated militarily.

Read 'em and weep,
Ivan.

ONOR
ROLL...

El Salvador/Nicaragua
Defense Fund
contributors:

James F. Powell, Carlos
M. Muiiiz, Paul C. Ewing.

Afghan Freedom
Fighters Fund
contributors:

Matt Zellen, Customers
of G.I. Supply.

Refugee Relief
International, Inc.
contributors:

Michael D. Phillips,
Peter Gordon.

Our heartfelt thanks go
out to these people and
the numerous other
donors who requested
their names not be
printed.
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OOKING FOR
A FEW GOOD SCRIPTS...

SOF and Noble Entertainment producer Mike
Leighton are soliciting completed screenplays on
Vietnam. Forward a copy of your original to:
Vietnam Screenplays, c/o Soldier of Fortune
Magazine, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306.
Maybe there’s an Oscar in your future. . . .
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XING
OUR ALLIES...

Congressional doves — rephrase that
congressional wimps — not content with the long
campaign to sabotage aid to the contras, have also
tried to derail an attempt to modernize Honduran
armed forces.

The congresspersons {somehow the term “men”
doesn’t seem to be the approprate usage here)
attempted to block the sale of 12 Northrop F-5E/F
fighters to the Honduran air force.

The grounds, according to a letter to President
Reagan signed by Senators Mark Hatfield
{R-Oregon), Tom Harkin (D-lowa), Christopher
Dodd (D-Connecticut), Claiborne Pell (D-Rhode
Island), and 59 House members, were that the sale
could provoke Nicaragua into introducing Soviet
MiG fighters into its air force.

Presumably it wouldn’t take much provocation,
since the Nicaraguans have been preparing their
Soviet-built air bases to handle MiG-21s.

Opposing U.S. aid to Honduras is a far different
sort of act than opposing aid to the contras.
Honduras — unlike the contras — is a) a country,
with b) a democratically elected government that is
c) allied with the United States, and d) facing a U.S.
adversary backed by the Soviet Union across a
common border.

The small but capable F-5s can hold their own
against MiG-21s in the hands of Danny Ortega and
his merry men. Appeasement cannot.

TTENTION
173RD VETS...

SOF contributor Ken Gaudet has
been tasked by the 173rd Airborne
Brigade Association with compiling a
book on the unit’s history from its
activation in 1963 through its
deactivation in 1972. Gaudet, who
picked up two Bronze Stars, a
Purple Heart, the Air Medal and CIB
during his Vietnam tour with the
173rd in 1970, wants to hear from
all unit members, including
personnel op attached to, or who
worked with, the brigade. Contact:
Ken Gaudet, 3377 Solano Ave.,
Suite 437, Napa, CA 94558 for
more details on the project or
membership in the Brigade
Association.

EATH RIDES
A PALE CAN...

Just when you thought there
wouldn’t be anything truly new
added to infantry combat, along
comes Foamex — death in a
spray can.

Foamex is an explosive which is
supplied in an aerosol can. It’s
sprayed like shaving cream on a
target and then ignited by standard
detonators or det cord. The stuff is
so insensitive to shock and
temperature while in the can,
according to a report in Jane’s
Defence Weekly (which doesn’t
name the manufacturer), that it can
be considered a non-explosive as a
practical matter.

It is sufficiently stiff that it can be
sprayed onto a vertical surface and
remain there, suggesting a
convenient way to punch holes in
walls and open doors. It can also be
sprayed a considerable distance
using suitable nozzles (opening the
possibility of deadly new forms of
hand-to-hand combat, to say
nothing of a no-nonsense approach
to roach control).

The material is so new that all its
possible applications haven’t been
thought of yet, the magazine reports,
but an obvious one leaps to mind —
slipping a can into Col. Khadaffi's
shaving kit! Pity that the Ayatollah
and Fidel Castro don’t shave.
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ARGAIN
AIRFARE —
MERC STYLE...

If you've been -
following our coverage
of the Surinamese
rebels led by Ronny
Brunswijk, you'll be
familiar with the two Brit
mercs, Karl Finch and
John Richards, who
were working with the
anti-government forces
in-country. Although we
only mentioned the
rebels’ “air force” in
passing, here’s the rest
of the story.

Last October,
Richards, a veteran para
with French Foreign
Legion service, and
Finch managed to
capture one of the best
aircraft in the country, a
Surinam Airways Twin
Otter.

Posing as tourists, the
pair joined a small
crowd waiting to board
the aircraft at Raleigh
Falls airfield in the
center of the country.

It looked like it would
be a straightforward
mission, but at the last
minute a hitch
developed: The mercs
realized the aircraft’s
crew might not speak
English, in which case
they wouldn’t be able to
understand threats or
instructions.

Happily, just then the
crew chose to take a
break from baggage
loading.

Finch approached the
pilot and casually asked:
“Do you speak
Enghsh?"

“Naturally,” replied
the pilot.

“Good,” said Finch,
pulling out a Colt
automatic. “Then you'll
do exactly as you're
told.”

Which he did, and
the rebels were one
airplane richer.
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UGH TIMES
FOR TOM HAYDEN...

Last June, when student activists at San Jose City
College in California threatened to disrupt the
school’s graduation ceremony in protest of the
choice of commencement speaker, the college’s
administration bowed to their demands and
disinvited the speaker.

Nothing seems to change, right?

Wrong.

In this case the student activists were'Vietnamese,
and they were outraged by their college’s decision
to invite anti-Vietnam War activist Tom Hayden to
address their graduation (at which 40 percent of

. those due to get degrees were Vietnamese).

The students had strong backing from San Jose’s
large Vietnamese community, many members of
which consider Hayden, now a California state
assemblyman from Santa Monica, and his wife,
Jane Fonda, one of the reasons why South Vietnam
fell to the communists.

Yes, yes, we know it's terribly rude and
undemocratic to drive a speaker from the podium
no matter how offensive his views (or his
personality) may be, but there is something richly
satisfying about this particular turn of the worm.

ANOI
OLIVER?...

It seems that the movie “‘Platoon’ reached some
sympathetic viewers — from Hanoi. According to
the Washington Inquirer, Bui Xuan Nhat, Vietnam’s
acting chief U.N. envoy, had high praise for
“Platoon.” Nhat said that, in many ways,
writer /director Oliver Stone’s views agree with the
official Hanoi version of what happened in the
Vietnam War. Nhat said the story pits “‘evil against
the innocent,” the Americans being the force of evil
and the Vietnamese people the innocent victims.
Makes you think, doesn'’t it?

AVE SEALs
GOT THE BOMB?...

The U.S. Navy’s SEALs —
arguably one of the most secret of
U.S. elite forces — may also be the
best armed. They just might have
nuclear weapons.

A censored version of the Nawy’s
1986 Special Warfare Master Plan,
pried out of the Pentagon under the
Freedom of Information Act by the
leftist Institute for Policy Studies,
hints at just that, according to a story
in the Washington Post.

The heavily censored text of the
report makes no reference to the
SEAL units having nukes, but the
uncensored glossary contains the

- abbreviation SADM, which stands

for Special Atomic Demolition
Munition.

Presumably the abbreviation
wouldn’t be in the index unless the
term had appeared in the text, the

.reasoning goes, and presumably if it

was used in the text it was used in
the context of the SEALs having an
SADM capacity.

(SADMs presumably would be just

 the ticket for neutralizing

troublesome “high value” targets in
case of war — like submarine pens
at Murmansk or Soviet Pacific Fleet
facilities at Cam Ranh Bay.)

Admittedly, that’s a lot of
presuming, particularly since you
could just as easily presume that
some wag at the Pentagon slipped
the reference in to keep the bad
guys (to say nothing of the liberal
press) on their toes; the Pentagon
leaked word about four years ago
that it was going to start using
“disinformation” (or fibbing, as it is
technically called) as a means of
fighting leaks and fooling foes.

The “death to America” crowd
doubtless will find the thought of
some ill-tempered Yank in a wet suit
swimming about in their harbor with
an atomic bomb more than a bit
unsettling. But then if they can’t take
a joke, to hell with them.

Continued on page 112
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THE PLANNING’S COMPLETE, THE RESERVATIONS HAVE BEEN MADE,
THE BAGS ARE PACKED — WE’RE OFF TO THE

e s
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For several months you’ve been reading about the 8th Annual SOF Convention and Expo and at last it’s
finally here. It's too late to register by mail but you can still be part of the action and adventure by
registering at the convention in Las Vegas. Here’s what your $125.00 gets you:

® Entrance to the Seminars ® An Awards Banquet ticket
® Entrance to the Firepower Demo ® Entrance to the Weapons Expo and Three-Gun Match

And here’s what the 1987 Convention and Expo has in store for you:

GUEST SPEAKER

e SOF’s Convention Banquet guest speaker will be the former U.S. Ambassador Lewis Tambs. As
Ambassador to Colombia, Tambs was so effective in encouraging the host country to move against
cocaine traffickers that the drug runners put out a $1,000,000 contract on him." As Ambassador to Costa
Rica, Tambs was involved in building support for the anti-communist Nicaraguan resistance.

WEAPONS EXPO

® Conveniently located in the Sahara Space Center, the Weapons Expo will be filled with over 200
dealers and retailers selling and displaying state-of-the-art weapons, police and communications gear,
survival equipment, knives and contemporary militaria. The Expo is open to the public and runs Friday,
August 28 thru Sunday, August 30.

THREE-GUN MATCH

® SOF Three-Gun International Combat Shooting Match, Desert Sportsman’s Rifle and Pistol Club,
August 26-28, 1987. Open to all persons legally able to possess firearms in the United States as well as
foreign shooters of good character. The Three-Gun Match is patterned after military and police courses.
Designed to test practical shooting skills with rifle, pistol and shotgun.

SEMINARS PARTICIPATORY EVENTS
o Central America Update.............. Robert K. Brown a(:;g::t:";:";";y mm ?nfntifn:?#ofl?;:ye;i:q;w;yers
OSDl.......oiiii Lt. Col. Frank Lewis, D.O.D. ® Paint GunWars '87................... ‘Command Post
o X ] i ®Pugil Stick................. SOF Staff
® History/Goals of National Firearms Assoc. .. .Jim Pongrass ® Rappelling Certification........................... SPI
® Counter-Terrorism . ................... James Kolesnik ~ ® Submachine-Gun Shoot................ Chuck Traynor
® The Defensive Edge Knife Tactics........ Ernie Franco
® The War in South Africa....... Col. Terblanch, S.A.D.F. e To name just a few!

Don’t miss out on any of the action and adventure —
pack your bags today and head on out —
we’ll be waiting for you!
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CUT ALONG DOTTED LINE

SOF WANTS YOU!

I. DEMOGRAPHICS
1. What is your age?
2. If you buy SOF on the newsstand, how long have you been reading SOF and how many issues have you boughtin the
last six months? ____
3. Are you a: veteran ___, active duty military ___, reservist __, law enforcement officer ___, other (describe)?
Il. READER SURVEY
1. Ifyou are a subscriber, go to question 2. If you bought this issue at a newsstand, what influence did the cover have on your purchasing
decision? Please rate on a scale from 1 (excellent — influenced you to buy this issue) to 5 (poor — bought this issue in spite of the
cover).

2. SOFis interested in what its readers think about the subjects of the articles in the September 1987 issue and how well the readers feel the
authors handled those subjects.

A) How interesting did you find the subject matter? Circle the number under the appropriate heading.

Very Somewhat Not
Title Interesting Interesting Interesting
Interview: Harold W. Ezell ..................... 1 2 3
Guns Behind the GreatWall ................... 1 2 3 FIRST FOLD + DOWN
~Salvador SitRep .......coviiiiiiiiiii e 1 2 3
The Sting ThatKills..................ooooatt 1 2 3
Firingthe SA80.............civiiiiiiiiiine, 1 2 3
Dawn AssaultinDhofar ....................... 1 2 3
“Snake Eaters”.............cooviiiiiiii, . 1 2 3
WarZoneBocay ............ooviviniiniininen 1 2 3
Afghan OdysSey.........coooviiiiiiiniivninnns 1 2 3
Angolan Firefight ..................coooiiniat 1 2 3
Paracaidistal............c.coiiiiiiiiiiiia 1 2 3
Danner's Fort LewisBoot...................... 1 2 3
Junkordewels.........cooviiiiiiiiiiniinn 1 2 3

B) How do you rate the quality of the features (how well did the author handle his article)? Lircle the number under the appropriate heading.

Title Excellent Good Poor
Interview: Harold W. Ezell ..................... 1 2 3
Guns Behindthe GreatWall ................... 1 2 3
Salvador SitRep . .....oovvvrvvennennennennnns 1 2 3
The Sting ThatKills..............c.coivviea.. 1 2 3
Firingthe SABO............covviviiiiiinine, 1 2 3
Dawn AssaultinDhofar ....................... 1 2 3
“Snake Eaters”...........cooiiiiiiiiiiiiena 1 2 3
WarZoneBocay ........covvvviineiinnnennnn. 1 2 3
Afghan OdySSeY. ........ccvvvniiiuvnenereenens 1 2 3
Angolan Firefight ................cooiiiiat. 1 2 3
Paracaidistal . ..................... eereceaene 1 2 3
Danner’s Fort Lewis Boot...................... 1 2 3
JunkorJdewels.........ooviiiiiiiiiiiiieannn 1 2 3 SECOND FOLD « UP

3. If you were going to assign a writer to do an article on rifles, what would you have him write about?

4. If you were going to assign a writer to do an article on pistols, what would you have him write about?

5. If you were going to assign a writer to do an article on terrorism, what would you have him write about?

6. If you were going to assign a writer to do a combat report, what would you have him cover?

7. Do you want to read articles about SOF staff projects:
— Training Teams
— Parachute Jumps
— Freedom Fighter Assistance

Place an X in the space provided next to those subjects you want to read about.
8. Do you think any of the major articles in this issue are too long?
9. A) Was this issue Excellent ___ Average —__ or Poor .

B) Why?
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10. What would you do to improve SOF?

*This is a confidential survey — your name is not required. Opinions expressed will provide Soldier of Fortune editors with an insight as to what our readers are
most interested in. ’

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

SOF Survey

Dept. S119

P.O. Box 1397
Boulder, CO 80306

Fold twice and tape to seal. DO NOT STAPLE.




































of poverty. But I see this as another well-
spring of their strength. These ‘‘primitive’’
national characteristics have saved their
souls from the effects of a long and cruel
war. They have not become evil. Despite
everything, they laugh and tell stories. Of
course, they’re not angels — they have the
same faults we have. But they have
awakened something good in me, some-
thing I once had but was about to lose in the
stress and turmoil of my life.

It’s time for me to leave. The commander
is making excuses to keep me longer, but I
entertain a vague hope that one of Cham-
bul’s commanders, Engineer Hamid, six
feet tall with dark blond hair and light green
eyes, can still take me to see Soviet prison-
ers. He said he would when I came back
from Kolangor, -but that was before the
attack.

Sofi, my trusted guide, leads the way
back and -we arrive in Zarunshar in two
hours — straight across the desert, no
roundabout excursions. His friends give us
food, but nobody can speak a word of Eng-
lish; I’1l find out what happened from Dr.
Farid in Chambul. Here everything is nor-
mal again — children playing in the narrow
dirt streets, little girls smearing their cheeks
with bright red rouge.

. Wetake a “‘taxi,”’ a beat-up Russian jeep
painted bright blue, to Chambul. On the
way we cross fresh, deep tank.tracks in the
ground. I feel worried about my new

friends; they would have defended me with
their lives if necessary.

Chambul is a shambles, but the driver
shows only two fingers — two shahid. Both
Hamid and Dr. Farid have left for Pesha-
war. There is nothing else to do but to press

" on to Surhab and the Zigriat nest. We must

get there before dark. -

Dusk settles as we enter the canyon. It has
an eerie feeling about it now; it is much
emptier. A group of mujahideen, laughing
and washing grapes in the creek, invites me
to tea, but we hurry on.

Night falls and my spirits are at rock
bottom. There is the cliff but no tent. Wait.
Yes, there it is! Shouts of joy in seeing each
other again. We’ve come right in time for
supper. But where are the others? Is there
another battle brewing?

Nobody speaks English, but I gather from
their answers that many bombs were
dropped on Surhab; the Zigriat position and
the guerrilla center itself under the ‘‘roof™’
got six bombs each. One jet was downed,
and four tanks and two trucks were destroy-
ed. The tanks were blown up by mines
placed out in the desert — they didn’t try to
enter the Surhab canyon.

The guerrillas show me the mines, heavy
round ones with English markings. They
say they are American and explain that you
have to put one on top of another, otherwise
the tank will not blow up. They lost one
guerrilla, and six were wounded, including
the commander. His hip was struck by a

GREEN
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flying stone while he was shooting at the
Russian commandos up on top of the can-
yon. The commandos had been placed there
by the helicopters, and there had been one
hell of a din down in the canyon as the
mujahideen fired back with everything they
had. Enemy losses are unknown.

Anargul and Asadulah, my good friends,
are taking eight days off to guide me back to
Peshawar.

On the way, I keep seeing before me the
poor farmer, face lined with age, in
Kolangor; he is praying in the midst of his
harvested wheat. As he sits back, one arm
inadvertently reaches out for a grain ear. He
gleans it and inspects the kernels. Has the
unexpected rain spoilt his crop? Tiny yellow
shoots can be seen creeping out of the seeds
already. He and the children will stay, over
the winter, while the mujahideen return to
Peshawar until next spring. He must be
brooding over the food supply. Then he
remembers — and quickly finishes — his
prayer. Picking up his fork, he goes back to
work.

We’re back at the border. Zigriats and
Dashikas resound in the mountains. If any-
thing is going to happen to me it’s bound to
happen on this last day. But Anargul says
it’s all right, it’s just the mujahideen
practicing.

Now comes that big bang Icount until 10
before the shell explodes upon impact. It’s a
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large bellows add $4.00 $42.95 BDU SHORT
pockets on N2-B EXTREME 800% Cotton) Woodland Camo,
{3630 waist tab: WEATHER FLIGHT JACKET .D., Black $14.95
button fly; draw-\ SSp Groenont.  con 05 Wosdiand Garmo, 0.0,
string cufts. S i above Fight Jackets are Black $5.95
Shirts feature: made by a prlme .S. Gov't
Double fabric elbows; contractor. (ALPHA) . Ranger, Marine, Recon. $6.95
4 pockets (bellows style) SNOW CAMO BDU 4 G.l. PLASTIC CANTEEN
50/50 NyCo. O.D. or Black $1.75
oodtand . Pants or Shirt $20.95 LC-2 CANTEEN COVER
amoutiag S USAF SURVIVAL VEST 0.D. or Black 9
Available in (1) 100% Cotton = Sage $5 NOW AVAILABLE IN TWO  ANGLE HEAD FLASHLITE The very latest U.S. Army issue
Rip Stop or (2) 50/50 NyCo.  Grey Camo WEB TROUSER BELT " FINE FABRICS! 0.D. or Black $5.95  all-weather fiold jacket made of
Pants or Shirt 327 95 ea. 50/50 NyCo,  O.D. or Black $3.99 A girong, light-weight, wind resis-  NYLON PISTOL BELT 50% nylon/50% cotton with water
Ollve Drab (OD) Green  Panis of it JUNORS SIZES 4-16 tant but’ breathable ‘parka now  Quick Disconnect, O.D. or repellency is fully lined and is
100% Cotton top Pants ~ $29.95 ea. 0) available in two fine fabrics: (1)  Black Med. Size $8. 95 manufactured under strict quality
oo e gay D:fslen "(é 39 XL ¢ 6'1,8) sc?also fia ‘ylcog?" " wgod(gg RANGER/PATROtggA?’ 3995 Convacior o Urtod Sates.
amouflage moufla ive Dra
::1 ame s:lr e A sofso Nyc Woodand Camo (wihad wais Naty, Gif-Whie. Tan, 190% Cotton Rip Stop. losure, 1 unina, wosc o
amoutlage Pants or Shirt tahs & drawstring cuffs) = $14.95 Black 'Grey, T Blue, Maroon and  Woodland Camo, Tiger Stripe ONLY $42 95
100% Cotton Rip 4-POCKET SH?g * Cactus or (2) 100% Nylon Oxford Cgmo_ Black, O. D. and Khaki.
Stop Pants Wood! s14.95 [ Navy. Royal Blue, Scarlet,  6.1/207- 718 $5.95 AVAILABLE IN CURRENT
irt $29.95 ea. land Camo & Maroon, Silver Gray and Kelly g m.C. ISSUE CAP GOV’'T COLORS:
S.W.A.T. Black \TAI.E:JI'::- d Cam 495 f‘;‘:_’;aS'lgg §(36-38), M(40-42),  \aioadiand Camo $5.95 Woodland Camouflage. ¢ Olive
Available in (1) 100% o 2/39.00 x{. 43_5)03 ONLY $29°5  “BOONIE” HAT Drab OR Tiger Stripe Camou-
Cotton Rip Stop or (2) SLEEPING BAG wic® $19.99 (48-50). Woodland Camo or flage » Swat Black ¢ Police Navy
50/50 Poly/Cotton wic Tiger Stripe Camo $10.95 *WinterWhite e Maroon ¢ Grey
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea. Tell us your chest, height and waist measurements when ordering. | MILITARY BERETS A.F. Sage Green ¢ Khaki. Sizes:
Authentic Trebark® State size, color and fabric and mallJ: oper amount (check or money. | (100 Wool. Black, Green, XS, §, M, L, XL. For proper fit,
Camouflage order) plus $3.95 (Double for Canada) for shipping and handling to: $12.95 Specify chest ‘measurement.
g Maroon & SOaﬂet G 1 G.I. 65 cold
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea. (TN residents add 7% sales tax). BASEBALLHATS ks AT B4
Khaki GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. ‘Red—USMC (Globe/Anchor). BOYS' jackets in Woodland
100% Cotton Rip Stop P.O. Box 20008 DEPT. SF9 e Knoxville, Tennessee 37940 Black—Airborne/Ranger (Para- only. Sizes 4-6, &-
Pants or Shirt $20,95 ea Credit Card Customers ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-521-7977 | chute Wings). CGamoufiage only. g
iz0S: \ Gre (God Duty 10, 12-14, 16-18.
Sizes: XS,SM.LXL In TN (615) 588-5945 o y $AA 96
(regular and long lengths) Satistaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back Genuine GI Duffle Bag il $29.95 ONLY *34.
——————
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It wasn’t until September 1986 that U.S.-
made Stingers finally made their way to the
mujahideen. According to Western diplo-
mats in Pakistan, delivery of the 150 mis-
siles was delayed for several months by the
Pakistani government in response to Soviet
threats against Pakistan should the missiles
find their way to the Afghan resistance
groups.

Despite these threats, when the missiles
arrived in Pakistan, a few selected mujahi-
deen commanders were trained to use the
Stingers in a camp near Islamabad, re-
portedly under the supervision of U.S. mili-
tary personnel. Nangarhar Province has
apparently been chosen as a testing area.
Deploying the Stingers in this province is a
bold gesture of defiance against the Soviets
who, along with the Afghan govemment,
have continually sought control of this
strategic region near the Khyber Pass and
Pakistan border.

Curiously, not all the mujahideen groups
have been issued the new missiles. Gaila-
ni’s Mahaz-i-Milli Islami (National Islamic
Front of Afghanistan), considered the most
pro-Western resistance group, and the once
powerful Harakat-i-Enqilab-i-Islami (Is-
lamic Revolutionary Movement) have not
received the missiles, while the majority
have gone to resistance groups led by Hek-
matyar and Khalis.

The Stingers were first deployed on 30
September 1986, with great success, by
Hezb-i-Islami near Jalalabad. In a brief bat-

tle, the mujahideen downed four Soviet’
helicopters. Aside from seeing the obvious
and immediate military benefits of this new
weapon, the mujahideen gained a
tremendous psychological boost as well.
Having a powerful ally send such state-of-
the-art weapons illustrates to the mujahi-
deen a strong U.S. commitment to their
cause. This, in turn, has had far-reaching
positive effects on fighting morale.

This military success at Jalalabad was
also witnessed by many Afghan noncom-
batants. News of the Stinger’s deployment
and its effectiveness spread quickly among
the peasant population. Miles away from
the scene, I heard villagers chatting around
the fire in their homes about the new ‘‘magi-
cal’’ weapons. ‘‘Stinger’’ has found a
permanent place in the Afghan vernacular
and is well on its way to becoming the most
popular English word in Afghanistan.

To villagers, the Stingers mean more than
just increased firepower for their brothers in
the resistance. Soviet aerial bombardment is
often used as a reprisal measure against
civilians in the vicinity of mujahideen op-
erations. Fearing reprisals, these villagers
often asked the resistance commanders not
to undertake offensive operations near their
villages. Thus, the Soviets achieved a sort
of neutralization of those areas while de-
nying logistical support for mujahideen.
The continued success of the Stingers may
allow the mujahideen to operate in an area
since they can now provide some measure

of protection for the highly vulnerable vil-
lages.

A recent progress report from the State
Department on the newly deployed Stingers
states that last December the mujahideen
were averaging one downed Soviet aircraft
per day. A similar report by the Heritage
Foundation verifies a success rate of ap-
proximately 70 percent for the Stingers.

The Soviets’ reaction to this has been
dramatic. They launched a full-scale winter
offensive against two big resistance bases,
Murey and Shelman, close to the Khyber
Pass. Heliborne Red Army paratroops
spearheaded Soviet/DRA attacks, with
massive air support. Aircraft intruded into
Pakistani airspace, bombing areas on both
sides of the boundary. Stingers were not
deployed, as Pakistan refused to supply
more Stingers to Khalis’ Nangarhar com-
mander, Engineer Mahmoud, whom Pakis-
tan blamed for a report by a British journal-
ist which compromised the Stinger pro-
gram. Shelman fell on 19 November,
Murey on 22 November, with 42 mujahi-
deen killed and 71 wounded, eight DShKs
and seven 14.5mms knocked out.

When I visited Murey base a few days
after the Soviet paratroopers had with-
drawn, hundreds of mortar shells and
ammunition boxes were scattered in the
area, alongside other destroyed material.
The result of this battle raises once more the
question of the wisdom of the mujahideen
keeping big bases with large stocks of

UNDERWATER SURVIVAL

Gerber BMF Knife

8" Bowie blade with chise!
tooth saw. Overall legnth 13".
Blade thickness ¥4". Weighs
15 ounces without sheath,
28.5 ounces with. Con-
structed from carbon surgi-
cal stainless steel, hardned
to c54-55 Rockwell. Sheath

Chronosport
The name in divers
watches! All black,
multi function analog/
digital combination,
alarm, rotating bezel,
sweep second hand,
timer, two time zones,
more!

Compact Scuba
Allin one unit, ready to use!
2 Cubic Foot Capacity cyl-
inder with regulator
mounted on top. Includes
neoprene belt holder and
filler. Overall legnth 174",
2%" wide. Use for

Seiko
Quality divers watch
from a top name! All
black with HD black
rubber strap. Multi
function digital and an-
alog displays. Alarm,
two time zones, timer, ©
rotating bezel, sweep

7X35 with rapid
focus, carry case,
strap. Measures
approx. 7 X5X2".

7X50 with rapid
focus, carry case,
strap. Measures
approx. 7 X 8 X

features jeweled compass, R emergency air supply,
attached diamond sharpen- !tg'thali‘y'g':lse'?%o short gives,yand morglpﬂg— second hand, more!
ing hone, Alice clips, belt Sale $346.50 tail $175.00 Model SPWOOS5. Re-
loop, and more. Retail With bracelet - Sale $139.95 tail $350.00
$160.00 Retail $545.00 Sale $264.95
Sale $129.95 Sale 3408.75'
Camouflage rubber coated C iflage rubber d Black rubber coated Compact Nikon

Nikon Tropical
7X50, individual
focus for each
eye, includes
special lens
covers, strap.

9X25, with center
focus, carry case,
strap. Porro pr-
ism, measures
approx 4% X 4 X

All american made equip-
ment! Shadow all black
BCD with power, pack,
large pockets, and more,
ARIS series Explorer reg-
ulator with ARIS octopus,
Datacom double console
(PSi/Depth), and Aluminum
80 K cylinder with boot. Re-
tail over $1000.00

Sale $579.95

Dive Flasher
Ideal for diver loca-

marking. O-Ring
sealed. Uses one C
cell battery. Water-
proof to 150°. Meas-
ures approx. 5" X
1"

$29.95

tion, rescue work, or }

et Measures approx. 4", Model
MEdel 139 5,00 2 Mode sa s 8% X 8% X 3. 925CF. Retail
’ ' Mode! 750HPIF. $190.00
Retail $630.00 Sale $119.95
Sale $399.95
U.S.TECH SCUBA

Minl Flash Light
Features pocket clip,
magenet in butt,
transparent housing.
Screw down lens to
turn on. Very bright.
Uses two AAA batter-
ies (Included). Over-
all legnth 434" 34"
wide. By Pelican.

$8

vented blade and open

tempered glass, and large

Mask, Snorkel,
Fin Package
Graphite black fins with

heel, silicone mask with

bore silicone snorkel. Rug-
ged, high quality, great for
snorkeling or SCUBA.
Retail $140.00

Sale $84.95

Order from U.S.TECH by mail or phone. Call (312) 763-1669 (SOF1NOW) or send your order to U.S.TECH, 6674 N. Northwest Hwy.,
Chicago, IL 60631. We accept Master Card, Visa, Discover Card, American Express, and PADI Card charge cards by phone. We also accept
Money order, certified check and cashiers check by mail. Include $3.00 for shipping under $50.00, $6.00 for orders under $150.00, and $9.00
for orders over $150.00. Caution: You should be trained in the use of SCUBA by a qualified instructor. A division of Berry Industries.
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FIREARMS
BARGAINS

Are you a gun trader? Gun
collector? Or are you just &5
plain interested in guns?
If you are, you'll profit
from reading the bar- -
gain-filled columns

of SHOTGUN NEWS,
now published

3 times each

month. It's the leading
publication for the sale, purchase and trade of
firearms and accessories of all types. SHOTGUN
NEWS has aided thousands of gun enthusiasts
locate firearms, both medern and antique — rifles,
shotguns, pustols revolvers, scopes, mounts ... all
at money-saving prices. The money you save on the
purchase of any one of the more than 5,000 listings
3 times a month more than pays your subscrip-
tion cost. You can't afford to be without this uni-
que publication. '

Free Trial Offer!
Money Back Guarantee.

That means you get 36 big issues. What's more,
if you're not completely satisfied, just tell us.
We'll immediately refund your money in full
and you can keep the issues you already have.
Fair enough? You bet! Fill in the coupon below
and mail it today!

SAMPLE COPY e $3.00
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' Shetgun  soF):
' = Il ews

| Box 669 Hastings, NE 68901

1 1-402-463-4589 @

Yes, Start my subscription to
1 SHOTGUN NEWS for 36 .issues,
g $15.00 enclosed — to be refund- 1
1 ed if I'm not completely satisfied.
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ammunition which cannot be rapidly
moved.

Critics argue that fighting from fixed
positions is hampering the resistance, which
can’t match the firepower of the Soviets.
The mujahideen leadership, however, think
differently. While I was in Murey, big mule
convoys with rockets, mortars and crates of
ammunition were coming in from Pakistan.
Mujahideen were digging new caves in the
mountain slopes to store their supplies.

Despite those successes in the late fall,
the arrival of the Stingers has significantly
limited the Soviets’ ability to attack the mu-
jahideen. The Soviets are now flying at
treetop level, presumably to avoid being
locked on by the Stingers’ electronic gui-
dance system. In flying so low, however,
the helicopters are now vulnerable to the
Afghans’ Dashikas and Zigriats. It was also
interesting that aerial activity in general
seemed to be limited. During a 23-day trip
into Afghanistan, I often heard helicopters
at night but only saw them flying in the
daytime on three occasions.

Other Western journalists report similar
changes in Soviet flight patterns. Jets and
helicopters no longer linger over attack
areas. Instead, they make quick entries and
exits. Fixed-wing aircraft must release
bombs from higher altitudes, making their
bombing runs less accurate. Soviet planes
taking off from Kabul now gain altitude for
35 minutes in a spiraling pattern before
finally turning eastward for Jalalabad in
order to keep the aircraft over the relatively
well-secured area of Kabul before they pass
over guerrilla strongholds in the surround-
ing mountains.

All of these developments are strategic
victories for the mujahideen — victories
which can be sustained and thus keep Soviet
airpower off balance. Soon, the mujahideen
may be in a position to threaten aerial re-
supply and provide antiaircraft protection
for offensive operations against Soviet in-
stallations.

Stinger missile deployment in Afghani-
stan has also given Western powers an ob-
ject lesson in how- to combat Soviet aggres-

sion throughout the Third World. Because
each Stinger costs $75,000, compared to $8
million for one Mi-24 Hind-D helicopter,
this is an extremely cost-effective means of
countering the Soviet air threat. In fact, for
every dollar spent in support of the mujahi-
deen, the Soviets spend at least 10 times that
amount to maintain pressure on the Afghan
resistance, which drains Soviet military
coffers.

Whether used to defend villages from
indiscriminate air attack, to interdict the
flow of Soviet men and materiel, or to pro-
vide an air umbrella for offensive opera-
tions, properly employed Stingers can do a
great deal to even the odds between the
freedom fighters and the Soviet invaders.
‘While no one is suggesting that the intro-
duction of Stinger missiles will radically
change the face of the war, one thing is clear
— the mujahideen can now greatly increase
the price the Soviets will have to pay to
remain in Afghanistan. &
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QUALITY
AMERICAN MADE
NEW AND
REMANUFAGTURED
AMMO

NEW AMMUNITION AVAILABLE IN:
9MM, 38 SPECIAL, 357 MAG.
44 MAG. 45 ACP.

REMANUFACTURED AMMO IN:
223 REM. AND .38 SPECIAL

FREE
PRODUCT
BROCHURE
UPON
REQUEST

'AMERICAN QUALITY

COMPETITIVE PRICES

BLACK HILLS
AMMO
VERY
COMPETITIVE
PRICES

SEE YOUR
GUN DEALER

@ BLACK HILLS 7N

HOOTERS x\ UPPLY

PO BOX 5070,
RAPID CITY,
SOUTH DAKOTA 57709
PHONE 605/348-5150
QUALITY MUNITIONS FROM
THE BEAUTIFUL AND

HISTORIC BLACK HILLS OF
WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA

= e

Dealer and law enforcement inquires invited.
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COLDZRALWHY 2

GUARANTEED, GENUINE WARMTH CAN BE

ON /TS WAY IN LESS THAN 29 HOURS *

These fight jackets are

Quaity. Functionality
and WA P

winter clothing, the 3

[J USAF Heavyweight Flight Jacket-Type N2B
DESIGNED FOR TEMPERATURES OF -10° T0 32° F.

B Polyester Fiberfill

O vy f 7 b7 2
.\\@X\M e

. " 4 comes 10 P uality. . - d hould
issved to miltary fiers and When it c0 military are QUATY it ' x (drapes over shoulder =
are deswm?yrzﬂ MA1 for main cunqeln::;“\‘nemmTH. After tnis b:’r;rr:gm ,(:‘zlrayo(mlé;n) when not needed) E
Intermediate Cold. (This ctio . 5 X X =
means that t is the medium ‘tllI\I;V think about P“"‘:"\S“Smops\o‘keep B Nylon Shell - 3 % "L @ Flap Under Zipper jm
weight jacket, designed for The US military wat jothes that willtast y z to Prevent c
comfort in a temperature zone in the winter inclo Ynow qual (Waterproof & | b *Cold,Spots’” =
of about 20 ° to 55 °F). Look warmin 5 vinters. 1hey Windproof) - g
for he miary Sesignation a bunet o ing isnt e 5 WZppeed €
sizes and stock numbers costs more. ditary clotning isn \ne g Pocket 3
inside the left packet. The Genuing Mt -Gl knows. eeve Pockel &
outer shell and lining are 100% ' with T
5 nylon making the jacket com- Pencil Holder =
o pletgry wind and waterp'fool.‘ The . °
- intarlining is 100% polyester fibertill for W 2 Outside Cm S
® the nighest degree of warmth per ounce. This jacket is reversible; outside Pockets Chosze: Black 52
in your choice of either sage green or blue and the inside is survival . or Sage Grees I~
; orange. It features: two hip pockets outside as weil as inside, sewn pen B Knit Cuffs Outer Shell [}
and pencil holders plus zippered easy access storage pocket in the left and Waist Color. [-]
£ sieeve. This a snappy. convenient, warm, fully functional jacket and 1t / 9
3 happens 1o be the fatest fashion trend. Sizes: S, M,
g Spgcifv:G Blue Shell - Regular Length Onf I Wateh G LandXL.
3 = Sage Green or Blue Shell - Regular Length Only. - U] Watch Cap- 94.25/each
O  Sies XS, S M.L XL . : sas.0sreach [ Figld Jacket - Type M65 | 1005 wool. $94.25/
= = Black (nylon shell) or Camouftage (50% cotton/50% nyiea °

shell} - Reqular Length Only.
Sizes; XS. S. M, L, XL ..

Nt sl AT
1986 /87 ” ) :

. $49.95/each. been the military workhorse for over 40

In one form or another, this jacket has

years and is still going strong.
The field jacket 15 designed for 3 season wear
In winter you can button in the liner (see below)

When Desired

Choose Color -

00— 7:00

official reguistion berets of 100% vat dyed woo! and meeting all mik

Qfficiat headgear tfor
Airborne Qualified (Maroon)
"Ranger Commandos (Black)
“Artlery & Guardian Angels {Red)
‘Commando Dress (Camouflage)
Stzes—6 718 10 7

you wear your hat. We'll send the nght one }

CALL MON-SAT; 9

[OSpecial Forces Green Beret - saunty ang

ganng and classy — hike the professional's who wear them These are

tary specs Made expressly for us by the pnme
j govern ment coniractor Also avaiiable

{Not sure of head size? Tell us how many inches around your head where
$13.75/each

W Tight Ribbed Weave

M Roll Down to Cover Ears

I

B One Size Fits All

1987 edition. 84 pages. loaded wi
genuine military clothing. gear and

| OJ Angle Head Flashlite—
This 1s the heavy duty GENUINEGI

plastic flashlight 1ssued 1o ail military units
The flashlight 1s waterproof, non-glare and features 4
different lenses which can be easily installed or
removed It can clip onto the belt or suspender {or
hands free operation; operates on 2 standard D cell
battenes and comes compiete with a spare bulb
Brand new. sold in the Gl box
Choose:

Olive Drab {DO} green or black

I Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (4 kautman's

black plus 2 black (4'"-and 24"} ball chains
[ |Regulation Gl Dog Tags-

set of 2 staniess steel tags and 2 stainless
chains (4" 'and 24") $4.00/set.
g Want us to print them? WE'LL PRINT ANY
THING up 10 6 lines and 15 spaces per line
iPrinting . .

R TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933

-4
o
DDOg Tag Silencers - biack. non-glare rubber bumpers
tags

We’'re America’s
Army & Navy Store!! (75

-

WHEN IN NEW YORK CITY VISIT OUR
ORIGINAL STORE AT 319 W.42ND ST.,
NEAR TIMES SQUARE.
(PRICES MAY VARY AT NYC STORE)

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED

*All In-Stock items
Shipped Within 24 Hours.
Satisfaction Guaranteed
or Your Money Back.

Ex- This winterweight cap features lined flaps which

clusive): 2 Gl stainless stee! tags specially treated to be non-glare fiat
........... $6.00/set

only $1.50 per tag ($3.00/set).

PLEASE. NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE.

$1.25/pair. 1o exacting specs.

A

] Ranger Combat Cap—Woodland
camOUflﬂge—latest Army issue.

can fold out to keep your ears warm and tuck into
the hat when the weather's baimy. Sizes run small.

Aiso avaliable [n Olive Drab {OD) Grean.
Sizes:7,7-14. 7-12. 7944 $8.50/each. @mﬂgm

(J Drill Instructor/Smokey the

.
Bear Hat—Formally called the Campaign Hat,
this 1s a really fine quality pressed felt headpiece
A hat with character No one who wears 1t ;
escapes a personality change An uncon- %
trollable urge 1o shout arders or heap abuses,
pursue flamers or write tratfic tickets tet your true

0 or wisfful self be heard Commercially manufactured

Sizes 6-78107-3/4

{J Genuine Leather Chin Strap $2.00/each.

{1 Acorn Hat Cord (as shown) §7.75/each.

{Specify coior siver, gold metalic, black/gold, metaliic. yellow, red or

light blue)

IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT
SHIPPING COSTS

Please include appropnate shipping costs from chart below with
each order Amounts shown include costs of postage. packaging
insurance and handling

$19.75/each.

Orders up to $10 00 $3 00
Orders from $10 01 to 20 00 375
Orders from $20 01 to 35 00 450
QOrders from $35 01 to 50 00 525
QOrders from $50 01to 70 00 625
Orders from $70 01 to 90 00 725

Orders over $90 00 8 00
Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated.

ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 — CALL MON —$SAT; 9:00~7:00 (Mountain Time)
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or wear a vest or heavy sweater ueﬁr it Black or Olive equipment. . :
W Lightweight Hood AN Drab (0D) Green $2.00/each. Free with order. 3]
Concealed in Collar ‘i $6.00.each. I
I Epavlets
. o S S LT (] Commando Sweater 0
for Freedom of end us your ches B Sleeve and W Crew Neck O
Movement size for proper fit) Shoulder Design =]
W 4 Huge Lang Length for per- Patches at 0
Outside son over 6 ft tall) Points 4
Pocket Choose: Qlive Drab of Wear W Tight Weave gy
Ckets (00) Green or Wood- Makes Sweater &
M Outershell {and Camouflage Wwind & Water Qe
of 50% Cotton/ (Also Black ar Tan | o o0, Repeilant g
50% Nylon ~ Commercial Mft. to GI ! o
Water & Wind Specs. - Reg. Length Wool -
Repellant Only) W Extra iong w
Reg Length . . body and
B Adjustable 9 Leng n$55 00 This is the famous slee{e (can g
Cufts —— Long Length 860.50 | British Comman- v roled Ak
Extra Large/ do Sweater (Wooly ©
M Drawstring Waistba long ~ $85.00 Pully) adopted by up} :ll
N 1 the US Military. The
1 M65 Liner - designed to be buttoned into the M65 Field Jacket. natural 10002/w00| fibre content makes the sweater super warm.
G4 these liners are lightweight, polyester-fiberfilled. and very warm. Order same Spacity size:
{ sizeas your field acker  Sjzes: XS, S, M, L, XL ... .$19.00/each. 34,36, 38, 40, 42, 44, 46 $44.75/each. &
Sizes48,50 ... ............. . ... .. add $5.00/each.

w
Q
[
o

Choose: [ Olive Drab (00) Green Crewneck (USMC ap-
proved); ['] Black V-Neck with epaulets and name plate area
on breast (US Army approved); [ | Black Crewneck (no epau-
lets or \ate area); (] . flage Cr ck; i Tan
Crewneck; [] Maroon Crewneck.

(] Commando Sweater - Commercially

made - patterned atter the Gi ones. these are commercially
made i easy care 100% acrylic. Although they are copies. they are
constructed surprisingly true to the all wool ones, compiete with
sleeve and shoulder patches.  Choose between: Olive Drab (DO)
Green or Black. Specity Size: S, M, L, XL $22.75/each.

Commando Camouflage
Headnet - Spandoflage -

Expandable camoutfiage mesh fits
comfortably on any size head Cool in

new mesh material can be
cut (but will not unravet) to form eye-holes
for the comfort of eyeglass wearers.
Choose: Woodland Camoufiage,
Desert Camouflage or
Solid Black . .. ... ... .

- 36.00/each: 2 for *11.00.

v 4
Camouflage Face Paint -
Each metal tube comains 2 colors of facepaint which
can be easily removed with soap and water Current miitary 1ssue
Choose: Woodland Camo (green & lsam); desert camo (lighl green &
sand), snow camo (white & leam). . . . .. $2.75/tubs; 2 tubes for $5.00
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