




















OLDIERS OF
MISFORTUNE
PART 4...

Sirs:

I must say that the
final part of “‘Soldiers of
Misfortune” in the June
issue was the best article
I've seen in SOF in
years,

I could empathize
with the situation
because [ was
incarcerated in Ecuador
in 1985 after assisting in
the legal takeover of a
10,000-acre shrimp
farm. U.S. officials knew
[ was going in; knew
that I would work with
them before, during and
after getting control; and
wished me well.

Some key items one
must consider are:
® Whether you go in
on your own or with
U.S. approval, figure
that you’ll get zero
official assistance on
getting out if there
should be a “problem.”
e Consular officials will
only come to visit you
in your cell to report to
Washington that you are
indeed there.
® Your family will be
instructed to stay away
and to send money to
Washington, which will
attempt to give it to you
for food expenses. The
only thing they gave us
was one bottle of
vitamin pills.

Basically, you’ll have
to get out by your own
devices and will be
hindered by your own
government. If it hadn’t
been for my own
“people” and satchels
of cash for “bail,” we’d
still be doing the 20
years that we were each
sentenced to in absentia
as “‘international
terrorists.”

Name and
address
withheld by
request
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NDERMINING
THE CONTRAS...
Sirs:

There has been an enormous push within the
United States to undermine the contras. But what
will the elimination of Nicaraguan intemal resistance
mean? The communists will be able to step up their
expansionist activities in the region. The likely
outcome of this is the injection of U.S. Marines to
fight in a war much bigger than it is at present. Who
is more likely to set up a truly independent
government, internal resistance groups or U.S.
Marines?

I'm not saying that the Marines are the same as
Cuban troops or that the United States is imperialist
like the Soviet Union is. | am saying that the contras
are Nicaraguans and Central America’s best line of
defense against hegemony from world powers.

Carl Thomsen
Lancaster, California

For another perspective on the United States’ role
in Nicaragua, see SOF’s interview with Maj. Gen.
John K. Singlaub, beginning on page 30.

ORE CITIZEN
SOLDIERS REPLY...
Sirs:

Congratulations on the exposé of
the workings of the Texas State
Guard [SOF, May ’87]. | was a
member of the TSG in ’75 as a 2nd
Lt. and Company XO. You missed a
few items but hit the vast majority
on the head.

For me, the last straw came
during a civil emergency in a small
town which had received a direct hit
from a tomado. We were sent to
provide security against looters. Now
get this, after our CO took away our
billy clubs and rode off into the
sunset to socialize, we were sent into
an area of known armed looters with
nothing but our whistles! After the
first shots rang out, | took my men
to the nearest cafe. | felt that it was
our tumn to socialize. | resigned my
commission shortly after that.

The worst thing that Holloway
could do is merge his Texas Reserve
Militia with the TSG.

Stephen R. Rose
Houston, Texas

If you were to substitute the name
“California State Military Reserve”
for “Texas State Guard,” you'd
have a story that wouldn’t be too
far off.

As of January 87, SMR personnel
are not authorized to carry weapons
while in an official SMR status
during drills or field exercises, there
is no requirement to qualify with any
type of weapon, and rappelling and
tactical exercises are not part of the
CSMR'’s mission and will not be
conducted. However, the rank and
file are expected to carry weapons
for color guard duty when the brass
want to embellish their Napoleonic
fantasies in military ceremony.

We in the CSMR have proved
ourselves in the past, including as an
effective OPFOR for Special Forces,
and there is no reason we cannot be
incorporated into the total force
concept and save money on the
defense budget. | am sure that other
state defense forces have stories to
tell also.

Frustrated California ““Smirf
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OCKBACK
FEEDBACK...
Sirs:

It's about time
someone wrote an
article about fighting
with folding knives! [See
“Fighting With Folders,”
SOF, June '87.] The
article was very
informative as well as
useful. Although I do
own a 9-inch bowie and
a 12-inch kukri, it's
illegal to carry them
where [ live, so [ must
carry a 6-inch knife.
Everyone should
examine his personal
situation, then buy the
knife that best suits his
needs. Any knife that
you train with and
become a master at
using can be deadly,
and that is what you
should carry.

Mark Franzen
Joliet, Illinois

The June "87 issue
was the best
knife-fighting issue
you've ever done. Emie
Franco and Lynn
Thompson’s article was
superb. All of us who
can’t carry a bowie
around all day are best
served by a good folder
and the proper training
to use it.

Considering
Thompson and Franco’s
association with Cold
Steel Inc., it was most
admirable that Cold
Steel’s excellent knives
were not pictured or
mentioned in their
article. That takes class.

David W. Cohen
Las Vegas,
Nevada
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ASSWORD
BY THE BOOK...
Sirs:

[ hate to be picky, but it seems to me that Jack
Thompson'’s “Password by the Numbers”” [Combat
Weaponcraft, SOF, February '87] neglected to give
readers probably the most important piece of
advice: Passwords should be changed as frequently
as practicable (this goes for bank safes too, not just
camp perimeters). | am always amazed at the
number of people who use the same code for six
months, then are surprised when the rest of the
world knows. [ would hope remote military outposts
change theirs once a day.

Ron Aryel
Coral Gables, Florida

e i
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“The J. are good at Improving American Let's give "em a crack at the
Bradley {ighting vehicle, the B-1, and SDI..."

LACK HAWK
DRUG BUSTS...
Sirs:

I had been looking forward to Charlie Harris’
article ““Army Black Hawks in Bolivia”’ in the June
SOF because | was a part of that mission. [ was
with 1st Battalion 187th Infantry, and our mission
was to guard a Bolivian air force airstrip in the rear
operating base. Qur unit did not do much of
anything.

However, our Black Hawks did a lot of work
looking for possible raid areas. When an area was
found, the officers had to go see it. A couple of
guys in my platoon were doorgunners on the Black
Hawks, but they were replaced by senior NCOs. |
still cannot figure out why we, the infantry, were
sent there to do a job and then were not allowed to
do it. The Drug Enforcement Agents and the
Leopards went on the drug raids, but the boys in
green who were trained to fight and kill sat on their
butts getting bored. The mission to my platoon was
senseless and close to worthless.

Name withheld by request
Fort Bragg, North Carolina

REAM
BATTERY...
Sirs:

Peter Kokalis’ ‘“Dream Battery”
[Full Auto, SOF, April '87] is one
pragmatic and lucid answer to the
predominant opinion that
engineering elegance is an important
priority in small arms design.

However, I'd like to propose that
instead of the $S109, we could use
one of the 6mm SAW experimental
rounds, such as the XM732. The
heavier mass of the projectile (106
grs.) would improve its ability to
pass through heavy vegetation and
light cover, with an intact trajectory,
over that of the $§109. Grafting the
HK Loffelspitz asymmetrical ogive
technology onto the heavier round
might put its lethality on par with
that of the SS109.

While per round weight of this
round is higher than that of the
S§5109, the increased target
opportunities with maintenance of
the projectile’s integrity through light
cover might offset this disadvantage.

Eugene Herron Jr.
Greensburg, Pennsylvania

Technical Editor Peter G. Kokalis
responds: ‘‘The 6mm SAW
cartridge, developed in the 1970s,
was indeed a significant
improvement over the 5.56x45mm
round. Retaining the 5.56mm’s
lethality, it offered increased range
and penetration. It was apparently
abandoned for political and
economic reasons. Another superior
alternative would have been the
.280 British (7x44mm) cartridge
designed for the EMZ2 bullpup rifle.
Eventually improved into the 7mm
High Velocity (7x49mm), it got lost
in the 7.62x51mm NATO shuffle.
FN chambered this round for the
FAL, but was able to sell it only to
Venezuela.”

LETTERS

Your input has made FLAK
one of SOF’s most popular
columns. Tell us what you think
— about SOF or any other
subject you consider worth our
readers’ attention. If you’d like
to see your letter in print the
way you wrote it, keep it brief
and to the point. Send letters to
FLAK, c/o SOF, P.O. Box 693,
Boulder, CO 80306. ¥
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KAUFMAN’S SUMMER SAL

HEADWEAR MILITARY GOODS CATALO Athletic Bundeswehr

Tank Top -
[J Jungle Hats - US Military Issue - ank fop

. These bght-weight 100% cot-
I Brass Screened B Chin Strap ton tank tops are genuing issue
Eyelets K R

¢ e Wesl German mildary
tronps to wear dunng physical
fraining  exercises ' "Bunde-
swehr' (the name of the West 8YDESWERR
German Army) s proudly »m-
broidered above their crest on the
front of the shit This cornfor-
™ f : table. cool. European tank top is
military ciothing. gear and equipment. siylish_avant-garde. and perfect
$2.00/each. Free with order. lo wear while working out or re-
laxing in the summer sun Brand
new
Sizes: XS, S, M. L, XL
Choose: White, or Black

These *'Boonie Hats”
are the real thing!! {except Dessert Camo)
Choose between:

— Woodland d)allern camouflage. GI ripstop: 100 cottan as used in
Vietnam Genune Gl .. .. LT $14.00/each

O Black Commando

~7 Woodland Pattern camo, army’s latest issue; 50% cotton/50% Dog Tag Set - shirt 211.85/each;
nylon Genuine Gl . ... .......... ..l §12.25/each. g . g - 2 for #23.00.
~1 Desert camouflage; just issued to the U.S. Rapid Deployment _ (A Kaufman's Exclusive): 2 Gl stainless
Farces. 50% collon/go% nylon; Genuine Gl . ... ... §14.00/each. . steel tags. specially treated to be non glare flat black plus 2
ietnam. Genuine Gl ... ... .. ... .25/each. ] -
i Khaki (1an)-100 cotton npstop imade to military specs)...$12.25/each. goﬁfgﬂﬂg"!}eﬂag{gggﬂ Iags M :
The following jungle hats are our finest guality commerciafly made stainless chains (4" and 24"y ... . ... L ... $3.00/set. i

copies at $7.00/each. Selecx:P Wuodlsand Cacmuuilaﬁe Pattern

Hy iz . . [J Tiger Stripe Camouflage Pattern
Specily sze: S(7): MT'A): = pilke Drab Green (00)
LA{TVa): XL (7%). 7 Black

Want us to print them? WE'LL PRINT ANYTHING up fo 6 lines and 15
spaces per line.
CPrinfing . ................. only §1.00 per tag (52.00 per set).

PLEASE, NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE.

[0 Angle Head Flashlite -
This is the heavy duty olive @Emm@ :
drab plastic flashlight issued to all military units

The flashlight is waterproof, non-glare and features 4
ditlerent lenses which can be easily installed or

ous NﬂVY StYIG Commander’s removed. It can clip onto the belt or suspender
Cap with‘Scrambled for hands free operation: operaes on 2
Egg' ViSOI' 4 standard O cell batteries and comes

Tris cap features a mesh back

Battle Dress Uniforms — (3 complete with a spare buib. Brand
and fully adjustable headband

”Q . . new. soid in the G box
SH W Adjustable Waist Tab Spacify: Olive Drab (0D)

t[(;thlallne:ds cg;ninnably H DN ¢ Green of Black
oose: Navy Blue or R 5 Pockets : $6.50/each;
Black $5.75 sach. X (Mih Pockets 814 Large \ 2for $12.25.
"\ Are Bellowed) Bellow
(] GI USMC Fatigue Hat- ('t Style Pockets BINOCULARS
Specity: Woodland Camo or Olive Orab Tell us your chest, haight, =

(0D} Green. S M L XL 8§5.95/each. and waist measurements - A S
when ordering. Chaose from: [ By 3 g \ TEI N
1 Woodland Pgnem Camoutiage - B
50% cotton/50% nylon. Army’s latest .
issue: Brand New. : /¢ Reinforced
Specify: Jacketor Pants . .. ... .. Sss%g%/ueacl]: 5 f Eibows GERMANY
........................... Y |~
~ Hot Weather, 100% Cotton Ripstop Woodiand ) CALL FOR
Camoufiage Pattern - latest issue to all US services B Adjustable Cuffs DISCOUNT PRICES

AII | Stock for hot weather use. Regular lengths only |
n- Specity: Jacketor Pants .. ... ... $30.00.each $5900 set - KEX
items Shipped Within 20 Daly Desert Pattern Camoutlage - 50% catton/50% nylon. Lates! UFMAN s CLUS|VE
issue to Airborne Troops of the Rapid Development Force Brand New . :
24 Hours. = Orausiing Speciy: Jacket o Pants . $30.00/each. $63.00"sel [JElite Commando T-Shirts- @Mﬂ* Wy
SAT|SFACT|0N Cuffs O Ofive Drab {0D) Green - 100% cotton, ripstap. as used i early Viet-
nam. Currert Gi manufacture. Brand New
GUARANTEED Specity: Jacket or Pants . .....530.00/each; $59 00. sel

3 Sofid Black - a favorite of SWAT t . these fat anufac-
ORDER TOLL FREE tured iln thchS gy:vggvi:ronmem coz?gcslor ﬁ)sinﬁgr;e:pvggé gl(;;uczct ;"",.EE\::.

1-800-545-0933

9 to 7 Mountain Time ez
. Tiger Stripe Pattern Camouflage - Commercial Manutacture - these

kY )
PraRTEIIN T
are made by a US Government contractar to military specs. The tiger .
ATHLETIc CAMOUFLAGE stripe paﬂer);\ is true. Regular lengths only (no l’olngrz P 9 2 color silkscreen (never a rubbery iron-on) on finest quaity shirts

ton/50% nylon. Regular lengths only {no longs}
Specity: JacketorPants .. ... ...... .. $32.00/each; $63 00. set

) . B on 1
Specily: Jacketor Pants . .. . ... $32.00/each; $63 00 'set you'll be pround of. Anather Kaufman's Exclusive:
O Camoullage T-Shirts - f ﬁy $ “Special Farces—grey shirt. (50% cotton/50% polyester) black and
_ Urban Camoufiage Pattern - 50% cotton/50% polyester. made to white design,
50% cotton/50% polyester. Choose from: gov't specs. the pattern is identical to the GI woodiand but the colors are " Airborne/Ranger—biack shirt (100% cotton) red and white design.

black. grays and white. Regular lengths only "_Marine Recon~red shirt (100% cotton) gotd and white design.
—] Woodiand Crew (Round) Neck Specity: Jacketor Pants. . ... ... .. $32.00/6ach; $63.00 sel. Specify size (S,M.L,XL) r100% e o s7?9§leach

_] Tiger Stripe Crew (Round) Neck

1 Desert Pattemn Crew (Round) Neck W2 MILIEN 1IN NEW Y ']'T:nll UR
Specity Size: 5, M, L. XL .. . .§7.00/each; . . e 2 W 2
or any 3 shirts for $18.00. ) J1! g )
~——t AR 2 QUAR

[JJogging Shorts -

50% catton/50% polyester

Slzes are from S to XL

Tell us your waist size

whenordering .. ... ...... $6.50/8ach.

. Woodland Camoutiage Pattern

Please include appropriate shipping casts from chart below with each <

order. Amounts shown include costs of postage, packaging, insurance 4

and handling. l\ 1 / 1‘7’ y
Orders upto $10.00 $300 ‘ ‘ ‘s

A N NS\
Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 3.75 ‘JLS l INC
Orders from $20.01 t0 35.00 450

. Deserl Camoullage Pattern Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 5.25 pxS ARMY&NAVY GOODS
Olive Orab (0D} Green Orders from $50.01 0 70,00 625 ¥ We're America's Army and Navy Store!!
Orders from $70.01 t090.00 7.25 * ORDER TOLL FREE-1-800-545-0933
Orders aver $90.00 8.00 (505) 293-2300
Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. Dept. A-308 1660 Eubank NE Albuquerque NM 87112

WE SHIP C.0.0. [
€.0.D. FEE $4.00

Commando Camouflage
Camouflage Face Paint - GENUINE Cl Headnet - Spandoflage -

Each metal tube contains 2 colors of facepaint which can be easily
removed with soap and water Currenl mditary issue

Choose: Woodland Camo (green & loam); desert camo (light green &
sand); snow camo (white & loam). . . .§3.00/1ube: 3 tubes for $8.00

summer, warm n winter. this revolutionary new mesh materal can be
cut {but will not unravel) ta form eye-holes for the comfort of eyeglass

wearers
Choose: Woodland Camouflage, Oesert Camouflage or
Solid Black . 85.75/each: 2 for §11.25















8TH ANNUAL SOF CONVENTION A}
SAHARA HOTEL ¢ AUGUST 26-30, 1987 e LAS VE(

Passing up the SOF CONVENTION AND EXPO is
like passing up a weekend with old buddies —
you’ll never know how much you’ve missed.

The 1987 SOF CONVENTION AND EXPO is just around the corner and
there are only a few short weeks left to register and receive the special
“Early Bird” rates. Register by August 1, 1987 and you pay only $100.00
— $25.00 off the regular rate. Not only will you save money by
registering early, but you’ll be guaranteed five days of unending action
and adventure.

Here’s what ydur $100.00 gets you:

* Entrance to the Seminars * An Awards Banquet Ticket
* Entrance to the Firepower Demo *- And much, much more!
* Entrance to the Expo and Three-Gun Match

The 1987 Convention will be bigger and better than ever before. This
year brings new and improved seminars, the latest Weapons Expo and
plenty of action-packed activities for everyone.

And, this year, being held in conjunction with the-SOF Convention will
be the Freedom Flyers Jump School. Taught by instructors who are
currently United States Parachute Association Safety Training Advisers
and who hold gold, diamond and double diamond parachute wings, this
event offers both static line and tandem jumping. This is one event you
won’t want to miss! (Additional fee required.)

Don’t take a chance on missing any of the fun the 1987 SOF
CONVENTION AND EXPO offers. Send your registration in today!

Hotel Accommodations ’

. For Room Reservations: Sahara Hotel 1-800-634-6666 SOF '87 CONVENTION EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION FORM
To receive convention rates, you must advise the hotel that you Yes! | want to take advantage of the Early Bird Special.
will be attending the SOF Convention. Please sign me up early — only $100.00 — P'll save $25.00.
The Early Bird Room rate is $45.00/night (plus tax) if the room (Registration must be received by August 1, 1987)
is reserved and the first night's deposit is received by June 25. ,

After that date, the rate will be $48.00/night (plus tax). Room [0 Payment enclosed — payable to SOF Convention ’87
reservations must be made by July 25, 1987 to guarantee O MasterCard O VISA
space in the headquarters hotel. Card # E Dat i
SOF EXPOSITION Send large S.A.S.E. to: an - Xp. Date
INFORMATION: SOF Expo ianatur
P.O. Box 693 Signature
Boulder, CO 80306
Name:
CONVENTIONEER Send large S.A.S.E. to:
INFORMATION: SOF Convention Address:
4901 Indian Trail . .
Wiimington, NC 28403 City: State: Zip Code:
THREE-GUN MATCH  Send large S.A.S.E. to: ~ O | attended the 1986 Convention
INFORMATION: Three-Gun Match . .
. . 408 E. Harding Mail to:

Bakersfield, CA 93308 SOF CONVENTION ’87 ¢ P.O. BOX 693 e Boulder, CO 80306
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The 1987 SOF CONVENTION AND EXPO is pleased to welcome and wish
a heartfelt thank-you to the following Three-Gun Match sponsors:

CORPORATE SPONSORS INDIVIDUAL SPONSORS
W 0“»‘ ARMSCORP OF AMERICA, INC.
, ! ARMS.
£ y m b@” MILITARY ARMAMENT CORPORATION
d \usr/ AL MAR KNIVES
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OTHER FASCINATING TITLES

MILITARY SCIENCE

AN INFANTRYMAN'S GUIDE TO URBAN

BORDER SECURITY/ANTI-INFILTRATION
OPERATIONS

SOVIET AIRBORNE FORCES ...

AFRICAN MERC COMBAT MANUAL

SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES .. ..

REVENGE

TECHNIQUES OF HARASSMENT

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS

GET EVEN 2: MORE DIRTY TR
MASTER OF REVENGE

| HATE YOU! AN ANGRY MAN'S GUIDE TO
REVENGE

REVENGE BOOK

CARE & FEEDING OF TENANTS

TENANT'S REVENGE

MAD AS HELL: A MASTER TOME OF
REVENGEMANSHIP

TERRORISM

TERRORISM—ITS GOALS, ITS TARGETS, ITS
METHODS—THE SOLUTIONS

CRIMSON WEB OF TERROR

U.S. ARMY COUNTERTERRORISM MANUAL

DISRUPTIVE TERRORISM.. ...

HOW TERRORISTS KILL .

POLITICAL KIDNAPPING ...

LIVING IN TROUBLED LANDS

NINJUTSU

DRAGON LADY OF THE NINJA

CHINA'S NINJA CONNECTION .

BOOK OF THE NINJA

NINJUTSU: THE ART OF INVISIBILITY
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TECHNIQUES

. NINJA SECRETS OF INVISIBILITY
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COLD STEEL
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BLOODY IRON

FiGHTING RIFLE
PARABELLUM AUTOMATIC PISTOL. . ..
CROSSBOW AS A MODERN WEAPON . ..
SHOTGUN IN COMBAT
FIGHTING GARAND OWNER'S MANUAL
SPECIAL FORCES FOREIGN

WEAPONS HANDBOOK
EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK

FOR CONVENIENT RETAIL
ORDERING

VISA OR MASTERCARD, CALL TOLL FREE
7 days a week, 24 hours a day
1-800-351-1700
Callfromanywherein the U.S.A.

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE!
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GUERRILLA WARFARE

MINIMANUAL OF THE URBAN GUERRILLA

150 QUESTIONS FOR A GUERRILLA .. ..

AMBUSH AND COUNTER AMBUSH .

PRISONER OF WAR RESISTANCE

TOTAL RESISTANCE

“WE SHALL FIGHT IN THE STREETS" .

HANDBOOK FOR VOLUNTEERS OF THE IRISH
REPUBLICAN ARMY

GUERRILLA WARFARE

RHODESIAN S.A.S. COMBAT MANUAL

SNIPING

U.S. ARMY SNIPER TRAINING MANUAL
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COMBAT WEAPONCRAFT

THE COMBAT .45 AUTOMATIC

SHOOTING SCHOOLS

PRINCIPLES OF QUICK KILL

COMBAT SHOTGUN AND SUBMACHINE GUN

COMPLETE BOOK OF COMBAT HANDGUNNING ... $16.95

SELF-DEFENSE

COMMANDO FIGHTING TECHNIQUES
ESCRIMA SELF DEFENCE

BLACK MEDICINE il

PRINCIPLES OF PERSONAL DEFENSE .

$12.00
$12.00
$10.00
.. $ 500
.. $8.00
. $14.95
$ 8.00
$ 5.00
.. $ 8.00
. $16.95

DEAL THE FIRST DEADLY BLOW ..
FLEXIBLE WEAPONS

COMBAT WITHOUT WEAPONS
WEAPONS OF THE STREET
BELOW THE BELT ...

GET TOUGH

ACTION CAREERS

CAREERS IN SECRET OPERATIONS: HOW TO
BE A FEDERAL INTELLIGENCE OFFICER

PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR PRIVATE
INVESTIGATORS

FIND 'EM FAST: A PRIVATE INVESTIGATOR'S
WORKBOOK

JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN THE BLACK MARKET

DETECTIVE'S PRIVATE INVESTIGATION
TRAINING MANUAL

GUNRUNNING FOR FUN AND PROF

MARTIAL ARTS

TONFA TACTICS

BASIC MONKEY BOXING

ART OF SHURIKEN JUTSU

TOMIKi AIKIDO BOOK ONE: RANDORI

DRAGONS TOUCH

SHADOWS OF DARKNESS: SECRETS OF THE
NIGHT FIGHTER

TANG SO0 DO

BLACK MEDICINE I: THE DARK ART OF DEATH .

BLACK MEDICINE li: WEAPONS AT HAND

EMPTY HAND, LOADED GUN

THE 100 DEADLIEST KARATE MOVES .

JAIDO: THE WAY OF THE SWORD

JODO: WAY OF THE STICK

WARRIOR SECRETS

COMPLETE BOOK GF KARATE WEAPONS .

BREAKING POWER OF WING CHUN

SURVIVAL

BEAT THE ODDS: TIPS FOR DAY-TO-DAY
SURVIVAL

CHECKLIST FOR SURVIVAL

LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY. ..

FALLOUT SURVIVAL

EATING CHEAP

SURVIVAL EVASION AND ESCAPE .

SURVIVAL MEDICINE

BETTER READ THAN DEAD

NEVER SAY DIE: THE CANADIAN AIR FORCE
SURVIVAL MANUAL

SURVIVAL POACHING

RAGNAR'S TEN BEST TRAPS

LIVE OFF THE LAND IN THE CITY AND COUNTRY . ..

SURVIVAL! US.AF. MANUAL 64-5

SURVIVAL SHOOTING

SPECIAL FORCES MEDICAL HANDBOOK ..
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Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders:
1-800-351-1700; 24 hours a day, 7 days

Send $1.00 for 50 page CATALOG of
over 300 titles. Catalog free with order.

~ ] aweek. Call from anywherein the U.S.A.

l Please send me the following titles:

Payment: [0 Check or Money Order,
Card No.

0 VISA, O MasterCard.

SUBTOTAL —
Special Summer Discount.

NAME

Exp. Deduct 10% from any
order over $40. NO

ADDRESS

EXCEPTIONS. l:‘

Please include
$3.00 postage

CITY

and handling
TOTAL
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Mon. That was good enough for me. I re-
membered Kreng Thaw from my last visit.
There were a few civilians there then, with
food stalls set up for the porters and mer-
chants carrying the black-market goods into
Burma proper. I had braved the monkey
stew — said to be a local delicacy — and
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wished I hadn’t. It tasted like a concoction
brewed up from the missing link and
smelled just as ancient.

This time the village was deserted save
for the occupying troops. I watched a 20-
year-old deactivate a bottle-bomb hidden
behind a tree, and was shown where others

had exploded. All that remained were small
craters, bloodstains and, at one booby-
trapped water bowl, a broken watch strap
and fragments of an M1 Carbine, indicating
a Burmese officer had bought it there.

Normally Kreng Thaw is a tranquil, pic-
turesque spot. It lies at the confluence of
two small rivers, and there is a waterfall just
beyond. But on the path that leads down to
the rivers, two civilians had been killed by
the Burmese, a girl and a baby. The Mon
claimed the girl had been raped and dis-
emboweled.

Down at the rivers were more discarded
packing tubes for 60mm and 81mm mortar
bombs and some heavily bloodstained
rocks, among which I picked up an empty
vial of Burmese-issue penicillin. ‘‘Bottle-
bombs,’’ said the Mon, nodding with satis-
faction.

While others went foraging in the jungle,
a few of us took to the water for a welcome
swim, and it wasn’t just the grime of the
journey I wanted to wash off. Soon the Mon
reappeared with more war booty apparently
dropped or thrown away by porters — five
live 51mm mortar rounds and two bundles
of fresh chillis and onions together with a
bottle of cooking oil.

Two domestic pigs that had been left be-
hind in the civilian evacuation — and
obviously overlooked by the Burmese —
were dispatched with rifle shots and loaded
in the back of the truck for the return trip to
Three Pagodas. It was just 15 klicks but
took us an unbelievable four hours.

Statistically the losses and gains as
claimed by the Mon and Karen in this De-
cember conflict ran to five Mon WIA, seven
Karen KIA and 23 WIA, an estimated 50-60
Burmese casualties, and Burmese muni-
tions consisting of 10,000 rounds of
7.62mm ammo and more than 150 rounds of
mixed-caliber mortar bombs captured.

Not the least of the victims, however,
were the estimated 6,000 civilian refugees
who fled Three Pagodas township and all
the villages up to and including Kreng Thaw
and beyond. Their evacuation began on 10
December 1986 after NMSP officials
advised of the imminent Burmese attack.

When I first arrived in Three Pagodas it
was a ghost town. Not only was it deserted
of all inhabitants, but their goods and be-
longings as well. All shops had packed up
and shipped out their merchandise and
headed for the sanctuary of Thailand. By 21
December the civilians were allowed to re-
turn and on the 22nd some food stalls were
operating, but most still refused to leave the
safety of their jungle camps. These camps
were scattered about the Thailand-Burma
border or in the border villages of Nam
Khok and Sangkria, where the NMSP, with
the assistance of some international aid
agencies, set up relief centers dispensing
essential food rations and medicines.

Furthermore, in common with all Bur-
mese operations against the ethnic minor-
ities, the border battle has spawned a host of
other innocent victims. These are the civil-
ian porters — men, women and children —
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who are pressed into service by the Burmese
army to carry food and ammo for the dura-
tion of the campaign. The day I arrived in
Three Pagodas a jeepload of Mon turned up
with one such porter whom they had inter-
cepted in the jungle after he had escaped
from the Burmese. He told me his story.

Phar Da is a 38-year-old Karen from
Apolon village, midway between Kreng
Thaw and Mezali. He was taken at gunpoint
on 11 December while walking to his rice
field, in a roundup that netted five fellow
villagers. Phar Da said that at first he had to
carry a soldier’s pack, and later rice. He was
fed twice a day —rice and salted fish— but
received no monetary payment.

In the act of running away from the Bur-
mese he had leapt off a cliff and suffered
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heavy abrasions to the face and a suspected
fractured arm. I asked him why he did it.
Phar Da said that the Burmese knew he had
two sons in the KNLA and that an officer
had given orders for him to be shot as
punishment.

This isn’t the first time that Three Pago-

. das has been under siege. Previous Burmese

moves were made against it in April 1980,
May 1984, and April and July 1985, with
varying degrees of success. This little bor-
der settlement provides not only sanctuary
for the insurgent forces but also revenue for
their struggle from the taxation of black-
market goods.

In the good times Three Pagodas is
packed with such a miscellany of goods that
I can’t decide if they are bizarre products in
a jungle market or jungle products in a
bazaar. In the numerous general stores that
occupy this sprawling one-track emporium,
you can find fresh bamboo shoots and fungi
from the jungle alongside longyis (Burmese
national dress) and gawdy paintings from
Rangoon.

There is the full spectrum, from essen-
tials (curiously all with animal brand-
names) to luxury goods: Donald Duck bat-
teries, Bear candles, Elephant rubber san-
dals, Crocodile biscuits, Peacock combs,
Rabbit cheroots, Turtle mosquito nets and
Zebra pots and pans. Even gunpowder for
homemade shotguns is available.

Attracted by. the lucrative commercial

prospects here is a medley of races which
gives Three Pagodas a certain ethnological
charm. Apart from the Mon, Karen and
Thai, there are Yunnanese traders, Sikh tex-
tile merchants, Bengali tea-shop proprie-
tors, Shan miners and Arakan betel-nut sell-
ers. There are even a couple of Wa from the

- extreme north of Burma bordering China,

whose ‘‘wild’’ ancestors were feared as
headhunters. One of the Wa sported a Boy
George T-shirt, a rather dubious cultural
leap forward.

The most important trade item from Thai-
land is the food seasoning agent monoso-
dium glutamate (MSG), known here as Aji-
no-Moto. From Three Pagodas an army of
ox-carts and porters, the latter burdened
under three to four 10-kilogram tins each,

* carries it on a seemingly endless procession

into Burma. Most seems destined for Moul-
mein. .

One porter I spoke to on my previous trip,
a 25-year-old Karen from Mudon (30 klicks
from Moulmein), was making his first trip
in order to supplement his income from rice
farming. Along with 10 others he had con-
tracted to carry three tins of Aji-no-Moto at
100 kyats (U.S. $3) per tin for the four-and-
a-half-day walk from Three Pagodas to the
Burmese township of Kya-in Seikkyi, from
which it would be shipped by steamer to
Moulmein.

"Food is provided by the merchant, though
sometimes the porter must carry it himself.
Sometimes the porters must sleep out in the
jungle, and always they have to remain on
the alert for the presence of Burmese sol-
diers.

Both the Mon and the Karen maintain
‘‘customs gates’’ in Three Pagodas to levy
‘‘taxes’’ on goods entering or leaving the
town. Rates vary according to the goods and
the gate; that is, one tin of Aji-no-Moto is
taxed equally at 28 Thai baht (U.S. $1) by
both the Mon dnd Karen, but polyester cloth
goes for 1.5 baht a yard with the Karen but
only 1.0 baht a yard with the Mon. The Mon
also have gates along the coast and addition-
al revenue comes from a household tax of
villages under NMSP supervision. The
Karen raise extra cash from the sale of anti-
mony mined at Mae Kasa and farther north,
although present hostilities have put the
damper on those operations for the time
being.

I was invited to stay at Mon headquarters
by NMSP President Nai Nonla. I've always
enjoyed that: There is a chance for a decent
wash, a quiet sleep and the food is excellent.
HQ is at Nam Khok village, presumably on
the Burmese side of the border to preserve
formalities. There is a training camp, sig-
nals post, hospital, women’s barracks,
arsenal, vegetable gardens, offices and the
president’s bamboo-shrouded residence.

This time the parade ground, which is
overlooked by a sign exhorting the sage
military maxim *‘One bullet, one enemy,”’
was empty. Last time I was here, 30 soldiers
were drilling while nearby, among the graz-
ing cows, a unit of 20 women soldiers —
from a total complement of about 100 —
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presidential palace.

My teamhouse was a two-story stucco
flat on the ground. It was also across the
street from the only theater in town, which
had two outdoor speakers that blared
Chinese music all night long. I made every
effort to conceal the fact that Americans
lived there, for the Pathet Lao, the commu-
nist guerrillas, sometimes used Pakse as if it
were their own. The less said about our
presence, the better.

The Bull had finally returned our
weapons, M1 Garands, which we kept
slung beneath our bunks. I was also never
without my hip-holstered Smith & Wesson
.38, and if we took a vehicle beyond
Kilometre Cing (the security limits of the
Fourth Military District in Pakse), we
shoved in a rifle or two. But as for arms
during our usual working day, there were
none.

One night, shortly after Kong Le tried an
unsuccessful coup in Vientiane, the word
came down that the Pathets would attack
every American teamhouse in Laos that
night. We broke out the M1919A6 machine
gun and placed it at the end of the hall, top
floor, aimed at the head of the stairs. Then
we sandbagged the sleeping quarters and
waited. When the sun came up we looked

out the window and were pleased to discov- -

er that the two Lao infantry companies we’d
been training had surrounded the house dur-
ing the night, providing perimeter guard,
just as we’d been teaching them!

The French were very blasé about
weapons. Even though they’d lost the war in
Indochina, Frenchmen still skulked the
back streets with nothing more than a pocket
knife.

““Donc,’’ Jacques would say, ‘‘we are
loved and respected by the Lao, for we are

French. Who would harm a Frenchman .

here?”’

He may have been right. In the several
times I was stopped at a Pathet Lao road-
block, even though my French was terrible,
I got away by posing as one. We even took
to flying a small French flag whenever we
went beyond Kilometre Cing.

Therein lies my story.

High up on the Plateau des Bolovens, a
triangle of rainforest that divided the bor-
ders of Laos, Vietham, Cambodia and Thai-
land, lived a Dutch-Vietnamese métis, Jean
Cadeaux, with his wife, Faviane, and his
18-year-old son, Tigu. Mme. Cadeaux was
French-Vietnamese and Tigu, who spoke
perfect English, smiled when he called him-
self ‘‘one-quarter Injun.”’

Jean was a planteur, a farmer, though he
also herded water buffalo, more than 3,000 of
them. He had a paradise for a home, large and
sprawling, with a thatched roof and a huge
kitchen that harbored a large woodstove.
Mme. Cadeaux was an expert at making and
smoking sausages, the meat for which Jean
and Tigu gathered on the plateau. The giant
gauer, a breed of wild oxen weighing a ton or
more and whose flesh is much like that of
domestic cattle, roams the rain forest freely.
Jean reasoned that, as long as it came out
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" smoked sausage, who was to know the differ-

ence. He saved his buffalo for sale, Lao Kip
3,000, or $24, each.

The Pathet Lao came through from time
to time and took what they wanted, no pay-
ment rendered. Jean, alone and defenseless,
let them have what they wanted. There was
no shooting over the matter. The Pathets
had agreed on a non-aggression pact with
the Cadeaux farm.

The vegetables Jean grew were largely
shipped to the French garrison at Savan-
nakhet from a short dirt runway the French
had built there for their own convenience.
Their C-47s hopped in and out of there
daily, but Air America stayed away. The
Bull didn’t want Cadeaux’s cover blown.

Jean Cadeaux was secretly passing in-
telligence to Vientiane, identifying the
Pathet Lao units on the plateau and the Viet
Minh advisers who ran with them. They
were there in great numbers and growing
daily, working on the terminus of a spur of
the Ho Chi Minh Trail. Jean, a skilled
woodsman, had not yet been able to find it.

The drive from Pakse to the plateau was
several hours long over an unimproved 50-
kilometer winding dirt road. It rose from the
Mekong River level to over 4,000 feet,
where it ended at Jean’s farm. There was no
security along the way, no army outposts.
‘When you left Klick Five, you were on your
own. But halfway up was the small, barrio-
styled town of Pak Song, where Filipinos
from the United States Aid for International
Development had established a small hos-
pital.

A pause for the merit of the Filipinos who
augmented U.S. forces in Laos in 1959-60.
They were Third-World help, accustomed
to living under harsh conditions. Put one in
a lava-lava, a tubular skirt worn by every-
one in Southeast Asia, and he was difficult
to tell from a Lao. The Pathets left the
Filipino hospital alone, for they often
brought their wounded and sick there for
treatment.

The Green Berets in Pakse valued Jean
Cadeaux for more than just his clandestine
work on the plateau. He was a very pleasant
man, a white hunter in his own right, a man
with a glorious reputation as a killer of Ben-
gal tigers. He hated them, having almost
beenkilled by a wounded one. He was also a
consummate woodsman, potting grouse, pi-
geons and the jinky little Tiki on the wing as
if they were tied to the barrel of his shotgun.
Mme. Cadeaux prepared all of these in
haute cuisine, combining French and Dutch
recipes on the huge woodstove. It was diffi-
cult to turn down an invitation for dinner
there, even if it did mean running a danger-
ous road.

I had decided to go up one weekend. As
an excuse I used my need for fresh vegeta-
bles, fruit and some of Mme. Cadeaux’s
smoked sausage. Vientiane, anxious for its
share, approved the trip.

‘‘But you leave that goddamned French
flag behind,”’ the Bull growled, ‘‘and you
keep your mouth shut if a Pathet starts fling-
ing French at you at a roadblock.”’ There
was a slight pause in radio transmission,
followed by a heavy sigh and a soft ‘“My
Gawd.”’ Then, ‘“Where do you want me to
ship the body, Perry?”’

He’d cautioned me several times about
posing as French; that I was pushing my
luck with that sort of thing. My French
wasn’t all that bad. I'd picked up some of
the legion patois and I swaggered like a
legionnaire. But I'm from the Deep South
and my tongue is still honeyed. The French
howled at my accent. Jacques scowled.

‘‘Vous Americains,’’ he chided derisive-
ly, ‘‘you could live in Paris for 30 years and
I could still pick you out from your tongue.
French is for Frenchmen to speak. All
others should leave it alone.”’

It rankled me a little. His reluctance to try
English forced me to speak poor French
with him. /

““Well,”” I told the Bull, *‘if I take a
Frenchman with me — one of the legion-
naires from here — is it okay if I ride under
his identity?’’

‘“‘Are you talking about that Frog, Jac-
ques Whatever-His-Name-Is?’’

‘“‘Beudreau, sir,’”’ I replied, ‘‘Jacques
Beudreau.”’

‘‘Okay, Boo-drough, but whatever you
call him, he’s also a snitch. His headquar-
ters gets daily reports on your efforts at
tactical training. My God, Perry! Can’t you
get our security shit together down there?”’

“I’ll tighten it, sir,”’ I said, then, “I’ll
put some vegetables and sausage on the next
plane to Vientiane. A trade. I could use a
couple of bottles of Jack Daniels.”’

““You got ’em,”’ said the Bull, then,
“Out.”’

Father Louis, the prelate of the Catholic
mission at Champassak, heard of my going.
He made a special trip down to see me.

“Please,’’ he pleaded, ‘‘I have heard
rumors. I think-them valid. The Pathet
would like to take you prisoner.”’

Continued on page 73
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I coughed a little harder and through it, I
spat out a few guttural words in legion
patois, some German and a little Italian
mixed with some half-decent French.

““‘See!”’ Jacques beamed. ‘‘Legion-
naire!”’

But it didn’t seem to satisfy the officer.
He was in midstride to my side of the jeep
when Jacques stopped him with an upraised
bottle of wine.

‘‘Here,”’ he said, *‘take it. Have yourself
a little drink tonight and let me get on with
my business in Pak Song.’’

The Pathet took the bottle from Jacques,
grinning. He also removed the grenade from
Jacques’ belt, turning it over in his hands as
he examined it.

‘‘American,’’ he said. ‘“What are you
doing with this?”’

*“Tigers,’’ Jacques answered, his arms in
a Gallic gesture. ‘“We have no rifles.””

‘“That makes you a fool,”’ the Pathet
said.
““If I carried a rifle and you stopped me, I
might be tempted to shoot,’’ said Jacques,
winking back in jest.

‘“That,”’ smiled the Pathet, ‘‘would
make you twice the fool.”” He raised the
AK-47 to the level of Jacques’ chest and
sighted down the barrel. Jacques eased it
away from him and the Pathet laughed.

Several other soldiers were moving
around the jeep, inspecting it. They un-
screwed the caps from the jerry cans, one of
water, one of gas. They took the gas. The
officer flipped open the glove compartment

and my heart stopped. I'd left a copy of the
field manual on Special Forces operations
there. He flipped through the pages, study-
ing the illustrations.

‘‘English!”’ he screwed up his face. “‘I
don’t read English. What is this book?’’

Jacques took it and studied it for a serious
moment.

““A book on military tactics. We use
these books in our training. I read it for
laughs.’’ He closed the book and handed it
back. '

‘‘Here, you can have it. It’s full of pic-
tures.’’ The officer stuffed the book in his
back pocket. He bounced the grenade in the
air.

“I’ll keep this too. No danger. We
haven’t seen a tiger in weeks.”’

‘‘So then,’’ Jacques smiled wryly, “‘we
can go now.’’ It wasn’t a question. It was a
declaration.

‘“We are taking your gasoline,’’ the
officer said, ‘‘and your spare tire.”’ I looked
back over my shoulder. Two soldiers were
busy trying to figure out how to get the tire
off. I jumped out with a tire iron and took it
off for them. They rolled it away into the
bush. I silently reminded myself that if I
ever jumped a Pathet jeep, I'd shoot the hell
out of the tires first.

““‘Donc,”’ Jacques said again, ‘‘there is
nothing else left to give.”’

The officer eyed my .38. He reached for
it and I covered it quickly with my hand.

‘“‘Non! C’est Ie propriété de France!”’ 1
thought I spoke it well, broad “‘a’’ and

swallowing the “‘nce.’”’ He pulled his hand
back and shrugged. '

- *‘Since you have no other weapons.’’ But
he eyed the pistol again and pointed a finger
at me. :

‘‘Come back this way again with that and
I'll take it away for sure. We are not at war
with the French, but do not tempt yourself
with wearing a pistol.’’ He patted his own.
‘“Mine is Soviet. I can get all I want.”

T nodded, relieved. I’ll bet he could, too.
Jacques sat back down and punched me in
the side. He waved his hand up the road.
‘“Allons,’’ he said, as if he meant it, ‘‘we
I started the engine, dropped the jeep in
gear, Jacques waved goodbye and we
leaped forward. In the rearview mirror I
could see the Pathet soldiers waving good-
bye. I didn’t look back. Jacques did,
glecfully patting his pockets where the other
two grenades were stashed.

‘“‘Dumb bastards didn’t even ask about
these,’’ he snorted.

‘“They probably thought they were your
balls!’’ Isaid. ‘‘Damn! Don’t be so arrogant
if we get stopped again. That sonuvabitch
almost shot you!”’

‘“‘Perry,”’ he said seriously, ‘‘it takes
balls to make a trip like this just to get a good
French meal. Balls!’’ he laughed. ‘‘They’re
for soldiers!’’ He slapped me on the knee. I
grinned back.

‘‘Tell me,’’ he asked, ‘‘were you
afraid?”’ .

*“‘Scared shitless,”’ I said softly. He

go
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(TN residents add 7% sales tax).

GREENE MILITARY
P.O. Box 20008 DEPT. SF8

ofper amount (check or money
or shipping and handling to:

DISTRIBUTORS, INC.
© Knoxville, Tennessee 37940

Credit Card Customers ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-521-7977
In TN (615) 947-2349
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back

G.l. SLEEPING BAG
(10°F and lower) Mummy Shape.
6 ft. 6 in. (inside)
Olive Green$79.95

Tiger Strip Camo0$84.95
LC-1 “ALICE” FIELD PACK
wistraps, (complete) $55.95
LC-2 PACK FRAME
w/Straps, Pads & Belt  $49.95
KHAKI BUSH SHORT

(100% Cotton) $14.95
BDU SHORT .
100% Cotton) Woodland Camo,
.D., Black $14.95
T-SHIRTS
Woodland Camo, O.D.,
Black $5.95

Special Forces, Airbome/
Ranger, Marine, Recon.
G.l. PLASTIC CANTEEN
O.D. or Black $1.7
LC-2 CANTEEN COVER
O.D. or Black $5.95
ANGLE HEAD FLASHLITE
0.D. or Black $5.95
NYLON PISTOL BELT
Quick Disconnect. O.D. or
Black Med. Size $8.95
Lge. Size $9.95
RANGER/PATROL CAP
100% Cotton Rip Stop.
Woodland Camo, Tiger Stripe
Camo, Black, O.D. and Khaki.
6-1/2t0 7-7/8 $5.95
U.S.M.C. ISSUE CAP
Woodiand Camo
“BOONIE” HAT
Woodland Camo or
Tiger Stripe Camo $10.95
MILITARY BERETS
(100% Wool). Black, Green,
Maroon (Leather Band) $12.95
BASEBALLHATS
Red—USMC (Globe/Anchor).
Black—Airborne/Ranger (Para-
chute Wings).
Green/Camo—(God Duty
Country)

$5.95

GENUINE GOV'T. ISSUE
M-65 FIELD JACKET

Please do not_mistake us for a
similar ad—WE are the original!

The very latest U.S. Army issue
all-weather field jacket made of
50% nylon/50% cotton with water
repellency is fully lined and is
manufactured under strict quality
standards by a prime government
contractor in the United States.
Excellent for hunting, work or

T ONLY %46.%

AVAILABLE IN CURRENT
GOV'T COLORS:

Woodland Camouflage * Olive
Drab OR Tiger Stripe Camou-
flage ¢ Swat Black ¢ Police Navy
» Winter White ¢ Maroon ¢ Grey ¢
A.F. Sage Green * Khaki. Sizes:
XS, S, M, L, XL. For proper fit,
specify chest measurement.
Genuine G.I. M-65 cold
weather button-In liner $16.95.
BOYS’ jackets in Woodland
Camouflage only. Sizes 4-6, 8-
10, 12-14, 16-18.

ONLY *38.%¢

I
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mine the pistol’s performance with as many
different types of ammunition as possible
and to assess its handling characteristics.
Eleven lots of ammunition, ranging from
surplus military ball to currently popular
commercial loadings, were chosen for
SOF’s test and evaluation.

Military ball ammunition, all FMJ (Full
Metal Jacket), included Israel Military In-
dustries’ submachine-gun load with a black-
tipped color code (distributed by Action
Armms, Ltd., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 9573,
Philadelphia, PA 19124), Finnish (head-
stamped ‘‘VPT 44°"), British (headstamped
‘‘H ‘broad arrow’ 44. NOSMM IIZ"’), Span-
ish Toledo Arsenal (headstamped ‘‘FNT
1952°’), Yugoslav ball manufactured at
Prvi Partizan Titovo, Uzice in 1960 (head-
stamped ‘‘PPU60 KAL 9mm’’) and 1983-
manufactured Portuguese ball (head-
stamped ‘‘FNM-83-5"" with NATO cross in
circle).

Commercial ammo consisted of Win-
chester’s 115-gr. Silvertip Hollow Point,
Federal’s 115-gr. JHP (Jacketed Hollow
Point) and three loadings from Black Hills
Shooters Supply (Dept. SOF, 3401 South
Highway 79, Rapid City, SD 57701): 115-
gr. JHP, 115-gr. FMJ and 125-gr. Lead RN
(Round Nose).

There were no failures to feed or eject
throughout the entire course of the test. In
all instances the ejection pattern was ap-
proximately 2 feet to the right. With one
exception, primer ignition was positive.

Yugoslav 9mm Parabellum ammunition
carrying the ‘‘PPU60’’ headstamp has
notoriously hard primers. It delivers erratic
performance even in the closed-bolt H&K
MP5 submachine gun. All of these car-
tridges required two hits for ignition to
occur in the P-85. Except for practice, I
cannot recommend theiruse in any firearm.

Practical accuracy was excellent. At 21
feet, when fired from a strong Weaver hold,
our most accurate load, Black Hills’ 115-gr.
JHP, will consistently group five rounds
into a neat 1-inch group.

Handling characteristics are superior to
most large-capacity double-action pistols.
Grip-to-frame angle is 15 degrees, identical
to the Colt M1911A1. With the barrel
mounted relatively close to the frame, the
axis of recoil is quite low. As a conse-
quence, perceived recoil is mild and there is
little muzzle flip. Target re-acquisition on
succeeding shots is correspondingly rapid.
Those who practice “‘tap, rack, bang”’ drills
will find most of the slide’s corners suffi-
ciently rounded.

This is a simple and reliable design with a
minimum of parts and ample strength in
critical, stressed areas. One of the P-85’s
most outstanding features is its price. Ru-
ger’s cost-efficient manufacturing tech-
niques have resulted in a suggested retail
price of only $295. If you want a spare
magazine and sturdy gray plastic carrying
case with padlock, that will set you back
another $30.

Ruger’s P-85 slides right into Bianchi’s
M12 holster —recently adopted by the U.S.
Armed Forces. Look for it to stay there. It
will also meet with wide approval by the
public and cost-conscious law enforcement
agencies fed up with $600 whiz guns. Con-
cealment holsters are already available. My
P-85 has been stuffed into a Bruce Nelson
#1 Professional (Combat Leather, Dept.
SOF, P.O. Box 8691 CRB, Tucson, AZ
85738 — catalog, $3).

Is the Ruger P-85 destined to become our
next U.S. service pistol? I'll be surprised if

it isn’t. &

BURMA

Continued from page 45

ning of 29 December, after Karen and Bur-
mese clashes, the Karen intercepted Bur-
mese radio messages ordering a pullback to
headquarters, which began the next day. By
31 December, 62 Battalion was reported to
have left No. 5 mine area and 31 Battalion
was moving slowly and cautiously along the
hilltops, apparently circuiting Mae Kasa.
The same day I was driven up to the Mae
Kasa mines for a tour of inspection. The
situation was quiet and we delivered tobac-
co and betel-nut supplies to the MNLA sol-
diers dug in on the hillsides. Most were
sleeping; some were fishing in the nearby
river. Antimony — which looks a bit like

UNDERWATER SURVIVAL

Gerber BMF Knife
8" Bowie blade with chisel
tooth saw. Overall legnth 13",
Blade thickness s". Weighs
15 ounces without sheath,
28.5 ounces with. Con-
structed from carbon surgi-
cal stainless steel, hardned

Chronosport
The name in divers
watches! All black,
multi function analog/
digital combination,
alarm, rotating bezel,
sweep second hand,
timer, two time zones,

Compact Scuba
Allin one unit, ready to use!
2 Cubic Foot Capacity cyl-
inder with regulator
mounted on top. Includes
neoprene belt holder and
filler. OQverall legnth 174",

Selko
Quality divers watch
from a top name! All
black with HD black j
rubber strap. Multi
function digital and an-
alog displays. Alarm, &8

to c54-55 Rockwell. Sheath more! 2%" wide. Use for two time zones, timer,
features jeweled compass, With nylon strap - emergency air supply, rotating bezel, sweep
attached diamond sharpen- Retail $462.00 short dives, and more! Re- second hand, more!
ing hone, Alice clips, belt Sale $346.50 tail $175.00 Model SPWOOS. Re-
loop, and more. Retail With bracelet - Sale $139.95 tail $350.00
$160.00 Retail | $545 00 Sale $264.95
Sale $129.95 Sale $408 75’
Camouflage rubber coated Ci flage rubber d Black rubber coated Compact Nikon

7X35 with rapid
focus, carry case,
strap. Measures
approx. 7X5X2".

7X50 with rapid
focus, carry case,
strap. Measures
approx. 7 X 8 X

Nikon Tropical
7X50, individual
focus for each
eye, includes
special lens
covers, strap.

9X25, with center
focus, carry case,
strap. Porro pr-
ism, measures
approx 4% X 4 X

iy Measures approx. 4%, Model
Model 139.385.00 2% Models;;_%s 816 X 816 X 3" 925CF. Retail
Mode! 750HPIF. $190.00
Retail $630.00 Sale $119.95
Sale $399.95
U.S.TECH SCUBA
All american made equip- Dive Flasher Mini Flash Light Mask, Snorkel,

ment! Shadow all black
BCD with power, pack,
large pockets, and mare,
ARIS series Explorer reg-
ulator with ARIS octopus,
Datacom double consale
(PSi/Depth), and Aluminum
80 K cylinder with boot. Re-
tail over $1000.00

Sale $579.95

Features pocket clip,
magenet in bult,
transparent hausing.
Screw down lens to
turn on. Very bright.
Uses two AAA batter-
ies (Included). Over-
all legnth 434”, 3" sn

Ideal for diver loca-
tion, rescue work, or §
marking. O-Ring
sealed. Uses one C
cell battery. Water-
proof to 150'. Meas-
ures approx. 5" X
1.

$20.95

wide. By Pelican.
$8.!

Graphite black fins with
venied blade and apen
heel, silicone mask with
tempered glass, and large
bore silicane snorkel. Rug-
ged, high quality, great for

Retail $140.00

Fin Package

orkeling or SCUBA.
Sala $84.95

Order from U.S.TECH by mail or phone. Call (312) 763-1669 (SOF1NOW) or send your order to U.S.TECH, 6674 N. Northwest Hwy.,
Chicago, IL 60631. We accept Master Card, Visa, Discover Card, American Express, and PADI Card charge cards by phone. We also accept
Money order, certified check and cashiers check by mail. Include $3.00 for shipping under $50.00, $6.00 for orders under $150.00, and $9.00
for orders over $150.00. Caution: You should be trained in the use of SCUBA by a qualified instructor. A division of Berry Industries.
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intemational Export Corporation

DEPT.

llI'EST GI ISSUE HOOI)I.AIII)
ERN CAMO FATIGUES
NEw h duty mnstructwn 50%

cotton, 50% glon Pants and ]aclm
t

Spec ly ML
Fov XL add 84.00 pev set.

SOF-8

NEW! GD Cordura nylon, masonite bot-
tom, web handle. FSN 5140-00-324-4306.
8 small pockets, 2 large outside divided
pockets, brass zipper. Ideal for carrying
guns, ammo, and all firearm parapher-
nalia and tools. Dimensicns: 11" long x
6" wide x 7* high. §18.95

=

NEW MILITARY STYLE
CARRYING CASES
Colt AR-15 Riffe, HK 91/93 44" .
CAR-15, AR-180, 36" . .
rhine,

$29.95
$24.95

leavy duty, water repslhm mxldaw re-
sislanl black Cordura with 0 cces-
sovy pocket. Fully padded. Full len

eavy duty self repairing zipper. Lining is
snaq resislam Wrap around handles for
added strength and ease of carrying.

STEINER MILITARY-MARINE BINGCULARS
SAVE! SAVE! SAVE! SAVE!

SUGG. OUR  YOU

£ REAL PRICE SAVE

6x306  $229.00 $163.75 § 65.
1306 $229.00 $163.75 § 65.25
7G50 S26900 $19235 § 76.85

7ASC  $519.00 $371.10 $147.90

X506 - $459.00 $328.20 $130.80

99.00 $356.80 $142.

NEW, sage green wintemnational orange
inside Hining, reversible. $46.95
Specify size: XS, S, M, L.

Israeli Army Issue. Ballistic nylon, fiber-
glass and construction, defeats
mostSmmand .357

M13/M1A
RIFLE BIPOD

NEW! Original GI M2 Bipod as used on the

M14A1 Rifte, at our very affordable price.
Legs are lully extendable and the biped is
easily assembled to me jas cylinder of
your rifle. FSN 1005-77¢

89.95
2 or more 5159.95

Quickly con-
verts to lsft or
fight hand use.
In Black (B),

Specify UMB4-1( ) For
single and double action
auto. pistols w/barre!
lengths up to 57
Specity UMB4-2 () For =
single and double amlon auto. pls|ols
wibarrel lengths up to
UMB4-3 HaK P-7 Plstols (0D ONLY)
Shoulder Harness UMB4-SH ( ) . $18.00
Hip Extender Kit UM84-HE () ... $9.00

S1-4 COMBAT KNIFE
W/SCABBARD
NEW! 7~ blade length, belt attachments,

sure-grip handle, razor back saw hlade.
tie-thongs, and wire cutter. $29.95

Com lete with quick release and slnp
ight: 3 Ibs. Color: OD. Sizes: Med. (to
nal snze 7 Lamse (hatsize 7% & above ).

NEW BRITISH ARMY 100%
WOOL CAMOUFLAGE SWERTER
Heavy duty construction, padded shoul-

ot u:z' bows made of p%alyesler cetton

Washable. Available

50 available in 0D
green or navy blue. $49.95

for extra duramu
in L L. XL.

1987 ISSUE US ARMY LC1
(ALICE PACK)

BRAND NEW! Ongmal GI complete with
all carrying straps, water repellant.

LC-1 pack complete w:tn LC-2 frame
shown below: §109.95

SAVE $20.00

DEMILLED .45 AUTO
It cost Uncle Sam $242.00 to purchase
this pistol. Because of our government’s
sty erny — you can now own haif of one
olt ese fine pistols tor a fraction of that
t. Makes an interesting conversation

xece.

raper weight, etc. $6.95 for the
grip half

$12.00 for both pieces.

$1-19 COLT AR-15/M16
BAYONET w/SCABBARD M8M
NEW! 6%" blade tength, bet attach-
ments, sure-grip handle, tie-thongs and
wire cutter. §29.95

NEW 1987 ISSUE
Gl SLEEPING BAGS

Gl ISSUE DUFFLE BAG
BRAND NEW! Heavy duty nylon construc-
tion, can also béused as a back pack.

1C-2 STEEL
& ALUMINUM
PACK FRAMES

1987 ISUE! Complete with padded
shoulder straps, quick release attach-
ments, NEW. $59.95

1 M1943, comfort ranue
Z14 SO‘F ............ $69.95

M-1 CARBINE SCOPE MOUNT
Yours for only: $13.00
With 1" Rings: $18.95
NEW! No drilling or tapping 8 required. All
steel construction. Fits all Gl and com-
mercial carbines. Complete Hunting Qut-
fit including Bushnell 4x scope and rings
and mount. Only $55.95
With 3-9x Bushnell Variable: $68.95

KERSHAW SURVIVAL KNIFE
6" biade, nverall length 12%" Extremely
gged survival knife with sawlooth back-
bla e that works on wood or light metal.
Screw-off buttcap can be used for storage
of fish hooks, ﬁshlno line, waterproof
matches, etc. Heavy duty Cordura sheath
specially desngnea with pockets that hold
complete survival cards with information
that could prove vital in a difficult situa-
tion. Full size compass, safety pins, ban-
dage straps and patches included, NEW.
REG. $139.95, SAVE $40.00
Your Price $99.95

Gl LENSATIC COMPASS

BRAND NEW! E2ach compass comes with
neck strap and Gl nylon carrying case.
FSN 650&151-537. $39.95

“CHAPMAN"
SCREWDRIVER
\ L0

SMALL ARMS
OF THE WORLD
-1

SMALL ARMS
OF THE
WORLD

12TH EDITION
By W.H.B. Smith,
revised by Edward C.
Ezell, 895 pages.
The most complete Book on small arms
weaponry ever compiled. lndndos char-
acteristics, capabilities, assembly and dis-
assembly, and status reports. Hundreds
of line drawings, diagrams and photo-
graphs. Hardcover. #0-8117- 15 7-2
REG. $49.95, SAVE $12.45.

(=T 1]

COLT AR5 & M16
SCOPE MOUNTS
NEW DESIGN! Heavy duty see-thru type
with 1" rings. Installs m a minute — no
tools required. §14,

Colt AR-15 Scope Base wnh 1" Rings and
4x Bushnell Scope: §54.95 -

With 3-9x Variable: §67.95

USMC KA-BAR®
COMBAT FIGHTING KNIFE
Own an authentic KM!AR USMC Fi thlmn
Knife of WWII. Made in
New York factory to the onamal 1942
ordnance drawings as issued by the war
dept. Black Parkarized hlade of finest
qnal‘lx high carbon steel with a hand-
razor sharp edge and USMC and
KA-BAR strike marks. The handle is com-
pacted discs of genuine leather treated
1o resist fungus. The genuine cowhide
eath is original issue. Overall tength

BRANDNEW!Amnsﬂormry#unoww
Smclacl’&umew blades. Muitiple heads
a standard and ratchet handle.
Convenient carrying case. Heat treated
tool steel. §;

Special acm«y kit for allen head
screws available. §13.95

M1 GARAND KITS

DEPOT MAINTENANCE KIT
StOCK ...
Stock Ferrule w/Swivel
Band Lower .
Butt Piate ...
Rear Sight Base
Rear Sight Aperture
Windage Knob .

ssssgss'ss'ssssssssaJ

% puppuntuenderesnet

$105.45 VALUE, SAVE $35.45

Oonly $70.00

FELD mmmuuee Kl'l’

#ssgnanngn:ﬂz
8888838888888

Onl $34. 00

M1 GRRRND ACCESSORY KIT
NEW! Includes the following: 4 8-rd. Gar-
and dlips, 1 ea. M10 cleaning rod wone
combo too! wchamber deanmo nmsh 1
ea. Gl tech. manual. $22.95 val

only $19. 95
M1 CARBINE KITS
DEHIT MA(N‘I’ENANI:E KIT
Stock . $19.95
$5.00
$3.50
$30.00
$25.00
$5.00
.. $5.00
$2.50
$4.00
$5.00
$4.00
ing Slide Spring $2.50
agazme 15-Round . .. $3.00
$114.45 VALUE, .45
Only $80.00

FELD MMN‘I’ENANI:E Kll’

lagazine Catch
Hammer Pin .
Hammer Spvmn .
Hammel Spring lewer
;nwer s in
rigger Spri
Seg?es ring
Magazine Catcl
$51.50 VALUE, SAVE $16.50
only $35.00

.45 MAINTENANCE KIT
The eight parts most commonly needed
1o keep your .45 shooting:
Firing Pin, Extractor, ine, Ejector,
Firing Pin Spnngr Sear Spring, Recoil
Spring, Combo
only $24.95

FREE

WITH EACH OF THE
ABOVE KITS ORDERED.
Gl carrying case, just 6% x 2% it can
be attached to your web gear or carried in
any convenient place.

e ﬂﬂ%ﬂﬂ%m“““m
Roazkzausans88888s

NEW M1 CARBINE
RCCESSORY KIT
Includes the following: 1 30-rd. mag., 1
piston nut wrench, 1 sling and oiler, 1
Ilash hider, 1 GI technical manual,
$32.25 value. Only $28.95

smm Uzl
m51
25-RD.

USED (ea.)
2for .

sh
COMPLETE special $37.50 11%" blade length 7* §34..
1C1 GIIMID/ SPRINGFIELD
Y NYLON MAUSER 98K SLINGS 10 POCKET AMMO BELT
> HARNESS inal Miltary Issue USED, EXCELLENT.
.. ASSEMBLY Ieat?‘e(r; szlgos lorxse :m $15.95
- elc
ALL BRAND NEW" Fits all German Mauser | NEW CHECKERED
% 'Adtuas;a%le Lc-1c° &spendévasse §12 %% Qﬂ',ﬁ with sn:: monmed M
st Aid Dress. Com .
§ e Gt ion 3 130 bitgfiic st | 45 AUTO GRIPS, M16/M MAINTENANCE KIT
enching Tool Carrier ...
5 M-16 30-’!‘\“:1 Mag. Pouch (2) . 313 95 detachabl e buckle. All material BRAND NEW GI ISSUE'
6 Pistol Belt . ............... 1. #M38-44A. Diamond checkered, : "
Purchase complete LC-1 Qutfit and save New $12.95 per pair: §23.00
over $10.00. Yours for only: $42.80 USED #M38-448 $6.95
11/3" LERTHER i
| .45 AUTO TWO POCKET CLIP MILITARY SLINGS 5 Cleaning Rod .
H [0) POUCHES w/MAGAZINES NEW! 8-9 oz. saddle leather, pre-otled
\ We just received a shipment of brand new ﬂnish wml solid brass fmmgs and hand-
pouches and magazines. g r. Fits; M-1 Garand; M-14 Eachitem can be bought separately or buy
d 3 Comp. set w/WWI style pouch . . $16.85 (Mu\). US M1917 Enﬁeld Sprlngﬁeld 03 | complete kit and save $3.00. Yours for:
WWI Comp. set wWWII style nwch $15.85  WwIl &A3. #5L6K. §15.95 ea. only $12.95
NYLON M16/AR-15 NEW GI SURPLUS 30-RD.
30-RD. MAGAZINES ALUMINUM MAGAZINES FOR NEW FN FAL 308
NEW! Original Israeli Army @l gﬁ%ﬂs{“g“ 20-Rd. Magazine, @
Isue. Lightweigt, 1 mig -5004: 0 Original Miftary Mfg. M
made of extra-heavy d - 00
Zytel construction for '
gefl; -lubrication. . ég:g 00 s7'5° ea' Us
10 lor ..l s65.00 ki YSED. EXCELLENT (ez.) -
Three Mags. 00 ® o
o Poucn. 528,85 -

NEW GI 30-SHOT
CARBINE MAGS
AND POUCH

Pnucn Holds 4 Mags .. 84 95
30-Rd. Mags

...... SZB 95
\VE $2.00

Carbine 15-Rd. Pouch Set,
Pouch w2 15-Rd. Mags.
New $8.50

il

Gl CARBINE BARREL ASSY.

NEW, Genuine GI Barvels with the early
type front bands w/o the bayonet lug.
Limited qty.

. $100.95
For an additional $10.00 we can supply
he late style front band with bayonet lug.
FSN 1005-716-0963.

BRAND NEW! No metal ﬁmngs or hand-
guards included. §29.9

CATALOG

Emylmng is here, hard to find parts,
accessories and gear. Please send a
dollar (velundable on first order) to cover
our ostage and handling.

atalog is free with order.

insurance and handiin:

6. Sorry, no C.0.D

ORDERING INFORMATION: Call Toll-Free 800-423-5237, CA Residents Call 818/349-7600.
Mon-Fri 9 to 5, Sat and Sun 10 to 4. This service available only to holders of Visa, MasterCard,
Discovery, American Express, Carte Blanche, Diner’s Club. Minimum Order $10.00.

For technical information, call our executive office at 818/349-7600.

1. To order by mail, send check or money order to:
Sherwood International Export Corp., Dept. SOF-8
18714 Parthenia Street, Northridge, A 91324,

2. Minimum order $10. 00 minimum postage $2.50, which also covers ins. and handling.

3. CA residents add 6% % sales tax.

4. Foreign orders |nc|ud|ng Canada, minimum orders $10.00 plus $6.00 to cover postage,

5. All products can be orgered by mail, no restrictions.
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