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HECKLIST FOR

COMMUNIST

SUBVERSION. ..
Sirs:

[ have recently
noticed that many
members of Congress
and policymakers in the
U.S. media subscribe to
the following: the
abolition of apartheid
and the eventual
destruction of the South
African government; the
immediate termination
of all funding for the
Strategic Defense
Initiative; an end to all
support for the contras
and the acceptance of
the communist
Sandinista regime, even
if it is a Soviet satellite
whose function is to
destabilize other
governments in the
Western hemisphere; a
similar end to military
support to all peoples
fighting Soviet
aggression; a belief that
the Soviet Union is
consecrated to world
peace, and its defensive
reaction is the result of
the expansionist U.S.
foreign policy; the
opinion that it is only
the anti-communist
mania of the U.S.
government that is
preventing a general
reduction in armament
and a peaceful solution
to superpower rivalry.

In this connection, it
should be noted that
this is precisely the
present line of the
Soviet Union. Of
course, | am certain that
this parallelism is purely
coincidental.

Samuel J.
Gorden
Vienna, Austria
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LETTERS

FLAK is your column. We welcome your
comments on SOF’s editorial content or
any national or international issue you
think is of interest to our readers. Keeping
your letter brief and to the point will
minimize the amount that it is edited.
Requests that SOF solicit information from
its readers on behalf of an individual will
not be printed. Send letters to FLAK, c/o
SOF, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306.

THE EURGPEAN PROTEST MOVEMENT REVISITED...
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USSIANS READ
SOF ... AND LIKE IT...
Sirs:

I, like many other Soviet émigrés and refugees
who have had a taste of a “‘workers’ paradise,” am
a dedicated reader of SOF. I spent half of my life in
the Soviet Union. That was quite enough to
convince me that, for the free world to survive, its
leaders have to be vigilant, its countries militarily
strong, its people wary of communist intentions and
aims.

[ write reviews of SOF articles for the
Russian-American newspaper Almanac-Panorama,
which is put out by recent émigrés from Soviet
Russia. The readers really appreciate SOF, its
articles and what it stands for. SOF is one of the
few entities that realizes what communism is, how to
battle it and what to do to stop its spread
worldwide. We Russian-Americans love your
magazine.

Paul Stonehill
Los Angeles, California

ITIZEN
SOLDIERS. ..
Sirs:

You might be interested to know
that mail continues to pour into our
headquarters as a result of our being
mentioned in the article ‘“‘Citizen
Soldiers” in the May '87 SOF. Keep
up the good work!

Jenry Fogel

Executive Director

State Defense Force
Association of the United
States

[ was surprised to see my name in
James Pate’s story. [ would like to
clear up a few points.

Under the leadership of General
Harris, we in the Texas State Guard
have begun to train with the
National Guard, when their training
parallels our mission. The TSG has
made a complete turnaround since
the 1984 problems. The battalion
that I am now a part of is ably run
by a highly decorated Ranger
veteran. | am now a captain and a
life member of the state guard
association. I am very pro-Texas
State Guard. If we have problems, it
is with funding. That is something
the state of Texas is going to have to
come to grips with.

[ wish someone had made an
effort to update facts before this
article was written.

Capt. Kenneth G. Paynter
San Antonio, Texas

The facts were updated. The
author noted that Mr. Paynter had
rejoined the Texas State Guard after
a change of heart (and of rank, from
lieutenant to captain).

As for training with the National
Guard, whether it occurs or not,
such participation by state troops is
unlawful under federal statutes. Even
if the 100th Congress changes the
law to allow state guard training at
the federal level, it likely will mean
little in Texas. And that is a point
that does need updating. Texas
State Guard Regulation 10-1, dated
2 January 1986, redefines the TSG
mission. Contrary to prior practice,
this recent regulation prohibits any
voluntary official assistance by Texas
State Guardsmen in civil
emergencies.

“Authority for performance of
voluntary duty as a unit in uniform
to provide military support to civilian
authorities in times of disasters or
emergencies is revoked,” the
regulation states. Such assistance is
restricted to times when the TSG
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ET EXXON

OUT OF

NICARAGUA...

A coalition of political,

educational and
religious groups
representing several
million Americans has
announced a national
campaign to demand
Exxon Corporation end
its operations in
Nicaragua. According to
Peter Flaherty, a
spokesman for the
coalition and chairman
of Citizens for Reagan,
“We now witness the
bizarre spectacle of an
American company
refining Soviet fuel to
power Soviet.
helicopters, tanks and
trucks to defeat
U.S.-supplied forces in
our own hemisphere.
For its services, Exxon
receives special favors
from the communist
government, while at
the same time the rest
of the private sector in
Nicaragua is under
assault by the
Sandinistas. Exxon’s
continued presence in
Nicaragua is a shameful
case of corporate
irresponsibility and
shows complete
disregard for the
national interests of the
United States.”

If you’re as outraged -

about Exxon’s support
of the Sandinista regime
as we are, call the
Exxon Caribbean/
Central America office
at (305) 441-6000 or
headquarters at (212)
333-6900.

A group of
conservative organ-
izations, including
Citizens for Reagan, has
established an “Exxon
Out of Nicaragua”
hotline. Call them at
(800) 851-3415.

Serious cage rattling
from potential and
current stockholders
goes a long way.
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OF’S OWN GETS
HIS LITERARY DUE...
SOF staffer Colonel Alexander McColl (the only
man you're likely to meet who's a graduate of
Harvard Law School, the U.S. Army War College

. and the SOG jump school that used to be at Long

Thanh) is about to become a published novelist.

His first book, entitled Valley of Peril, is the June
1987 selection of the SOF Adventure Book series,
published with SOF’s blessing by Tor Books. The
yarn is based on his adventures in 1967-68 as
Senior Adviser in Dong Xuan District, Phu Yen
Province, South Vietnam.

Major General John K. Singlaub (U.S. Army,
retired) has written the book’s introduction; the two
worked together when Singlaub was Chief SOG in
1968.

If you want a rattling good read this summer,
look for Valley of Peril on your local newsstand.

ONOR
ROLL...

El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund contributors:

SFC Manuel A. DeSilva; Richard “Doc” Woolfe;
Terry Adams; Thomas N. Traylor; Dale R. Smither;
Robert A. Neal; Steve Layman; Conner Viant; In
memory of Airman Jeffrey J. Beckham, USAF; Steve -
Freem\an; Tim Voss; R. Ken Poole; Gary Olivieri.

Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund contributors:

Grayson Levy, Russ Frey.

Numerous donors requested their names not be
printed.

ONTRA
NEWSLETTER. ..

The Nicaraguan Democratic Force
(Fuerza Democratica Nicaraguense,
or FDN), which supports the major
U.S.-backed guerrilla force operating
inside Nicaragua, has established a
newsletter, entitted FDN Boletin,
covering the activities of the FDN
and the Nicaraguan anti-communist
freedom fighters generally.

The publication will appear
monthly, and subscriptions will cost
$12 per year. To subscribe, send

-your check to: FDN Boletin, P.O.

Box 952, Kenner, LA 70063.

The FDN has also established a
nonprofit organization called the
Nicaraguan Development Council
(which can be reached at the same
address), donations to which are tax
deductible.

Bear in mind that: 1) the $100
million in aid appropriated by
Congress last year is not enough,
and 2) there are a lot of necessary
projects, such as keeping the
American people informed on the
struggle to free Nicaragua, that
cannot properly be sustained with
government funds. This is your
chance to support a worthy cause
and write it off on your Schedule A.

ANDINISTA
CAFFEINE FIX...

If you happen to be a leftist wimp
who has grown weary of having to
boycott everything from American
cheese to South African gold, here’s
something you can be for —
Nicaraguan coffee.

Seems that drinking Danny
Ortega’s bean juice has become the
“very thing” among the radical chic
set. According to The New York
Times, it's being sold out of church
basements and food cooperatives
around the country and being -
snapped up by buyers “making a
political statement” (presumably the
sort Tokyo Rose used to make).

All of which is quite legal, it turns
out, thanks to a loophole in the
two-year-old trade embargo
President Reagan imposed on the
communist Sandinista government.
The embargo stipulates that
Nicaraguan products can be allowed
into the country if they are
“substantially transformed” in a third
country, which in the case of
Nicaraguan coffee means roasting,
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processing and packaging in either
the Netherlands or Canada.

If it's any comfort, at least the
parlor pinkos are paying the same
sort of prices for their strange brew
that they might expect to pay if they
were buying Dutch coffee in a
Marxist country.

A seller in Cambridge,
Massachusetts, called Equal
Exchange — it bills itself as “‘an
alternative trade group”” — charges
$7 a pound for Danny’s blend, more
than twice what you would pay in a
supermarket for capitalist grounds.

EUNIONS AND
ANNOUNCEMENTS...

4th Marine Division
Association 40th Reunion is
scheduled for 24-28 June in
Baltimore, Maryland. Contact:
Norman Grammer, 7900 Babikow
Rd., Baltimore, MD 21237, (301)
686-9396.

22nd Bomb Group (M/H), 5th
AF (WWII), Hqgs., 2nd, 19th,
33rd, 408th Bomb Squadrons
have scheduled the 38th Annual
Reunion 22-26 July in Oshkosh,
Wisconsin. Contact: Jack Clark, Box
4734, Patrick AFB, FL. 32925, (305)
636-5004.

11th Armored Cavalry veterans
of Vietnam and Cambodia second
reunion is scheduled for 7-8 August

10 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE

in Washington, D.C. Contact:
Reunion Committee, c/o Ron
Ballweg, 1217 Hilltop Dr.,
Annapolis, MD 21401, (301)
974-0547.

First Special Service Force
reunion is scheduled for 13-15
August in London, Ontario. Contact:
Bill Story, 11815 Quarter Horse Ct.,
Oakton, VA 22124, (703)
620-5990.

Nebraska Vietnam Veteran
Reunion is scheduled for 14-16
August in Grand Island, Nebraska.
Contact: Jerry Kinney, 1740
Superior, Lincoln, NE 68521.

59th Air Police Squadron
reunion is scheduled for 7-9 August
in Memphis, Tennessee. Contact:
Charles Arendall, P.O. Box 27336,
Memphis, TN 38127, (901)
353-4467.

River Patrol Force (Task Force
116) reunions are scheduled for
14-15 August in Norfolk, Virginia,
and 10-11 November in Albany,
Oregon. Contact: John Williams,
P.O. Box 5523, Virginia Beach, VA
23455, (804) 464-2312.

RUE FACE
OF GLASNOST. ..

The Soviet Union may be trying
to clean up its image in some parts
of the world, but when it comes to
Afghanistan the Soviets have shown
little inclination to forgo mass
murder.

According to the Afghanistan
Relief Committee, since 1978 (when

the civil war began) a million
Afghans have been killed, 5.5
million have fled the country and
another two million, fleeing Soviet
attacks, have become internal
refugees.

At least half a million Afghans are
currently facing starvation due to a
deliberate Soviet policy of
devastating the country’s arable
land. Last winter, 85 percent of the
Afghan infants in the hard-hit
Panjsher Valley died because of
the war.

Afghanistan Relief Committee,
headed by former U.N. ambassador
Jeane Kirkpatrick and author James
A. Michener, aids Afghan refugees in
Pakistan and supports a number of
medical relief agencies, including
Freedom Medicine (which trains
Afghans as paramedics) and Doctors
Without Borders (a Paris-based
organization that supports medical
teams in-country).

Contributions can be sent to
Afghanistan Relief Committee, Inc.,
Room 4100, 345 Park Avenue, New
York, NY 10154,

HAIS GO AFTER
OPIUM WARLORD...

Thai Special Forces are taking
another crack at ridding the Golden
Triangle of opium warlord Khun Sa,
and this time they may have a
slightly better chance of success.

The reason? For the first time,
Burma appears to have given the
Thais tacit approval to cross the
border in pursuit of the world-class
doper and his private army (at least
that is what the Thais are claiming).

Khun Sa’s HQ is on the Burmese
side of the border, in Burma’s Shan
state, where a Thai attack drove him
in 1982.

Khun Sa seems to have annoyed
the Thais sufficiently to provoke their
latest drive against him by holding a
press conference at his headquarters
last winter.

Burmese forces were also reported
having a go at him.

Needless to say, the United States
heartily approves.

Don’t expect a cakewalk,
however. Jane’s Defence Weekly
reports that Golden Triangle dopers
have obtained a supply of SAM-7s,
and as a result the Thai air force is
using F-bs in air strikes against them
instead of the more vulnerable
OV-10C Broncos it had originally
assigned to the operation. ®
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SOF WANTS YOU!

I. DEMOGRAPHICS
1. What is your age?
2. f you buy SOF on the newsstand, how long have you been reading SOF and how many issues have you bought in the
last six months?
3. Are you a: veteran ___, active duty military __, reservist ___, law enforcement officer __, other (describe)?

Il. READER SURVEY
1. Ifyou are a subscriber, go to question 2. If you bought this issue at a newsstand, why did you buy it? For example, did you buy it because you
liked the cover photo, did one of the story blurbs on the cover make you interested in an article, or did you buy it because of a specific article?

handled those subjects.

2. SOF isinterested in what its readers think about the subjects of the articles in the July 1987 issue and how well the readers feel the authors

A) How interesting did you find the subject matter? Circle the number under the appropriate 'heading.

|
I
|
I
I
|
I
|
I
I
I
1
|
I
I
|
|
|
|
I
I
I
|
[
I
I

E2G

Very Somewhat Not
Title Interesting Interesting Interesting
SanDiegoDMZ......... ..o, 1 2 3
' BorderLegend ............c.cviiiiiiiiaen.. 1 2 3 FIRST FOLD « DOWN
I In Defense of the Realm. ...................... 1 2 3
I Cambodian Killing Ground .. .. ................. 1 2 3
I Back-Up Power — Sirkis9mm ................. 1 2 3
I Graveyardinthe Clouds...................... o 1 2 3
I 42CoMMaNdo ........coviiiiii i 1 2 3
I Assault Rifle Look-Alikes ...................... 1 2 3
I HALO IntoHonduras....................couen. 1 2 3
I “Platoon” Return Fire .................coouvtnn. 1 2 3
I
| B) How do you rate the quality of the features (how well did the author handle his article)? Circle the number under the appropriate heading.
I .
: Title Excellent -Good Poor
I SanDiegoDMZ ... ... 1 2 3
| BorderLegend ................coiiiiiiinn, 1 2 3
I In Defense of the Realm. ...................... 1 2 3
I Cambodian Killing Ground ... .................. 1 2 3
| Back-Up Power — Sirkis 9mm ................. 1 2 3
| Graveyard inthe Clouds. ...................... 1 2 3
I 42Commando ........ciiiiiiii e 1 2 3
I Assault Rifle Look-Alikes ...................... 1 2 3
I HALO IntoHonduras..................covonnn. 1 2 3
i “Platoon” Return Fire ......................... 1 2 3
: 3. A) If you were the editor of SOF, what topics would you give the most space to? List the topics from 1 to 17 (1 being the most important).
I —— Combat Reporting — Other Weapons (Tanks, Planes, Attillery)
I — Elite Units — Personality Features
I — Historical (not including Vietnam) — Pistols
N — How Tos — Political Affairs SECOND FOLD « UP
i — Knives : —Rifles
I — Law Enforcement — Test and Evaluation
[ — Mercenary/Soldier of Fortune — Terrorism
| — Military Affairs — Vietnam War
| — Movies ‘
: B) What is your definition of Military Affairs?
| C) Of the above topics, which would you eliminate and why?
|
|
: 4. If you were going to assign a writer to do an articie on political affairs, what would you have him write about?
|
| 5. Do you want to read articles about SOF staff projects:
I — Training Teams
I __ Parachute Jumps
: % —— Freedom Fighter Assistance
|8 Place an X in the space provided next to those subjects you want to read about.
| E 6. Rank the following types of covers 1-4, according to your preference (1 being the best).
| E — Combat
| Z — Guns
| 2 — Movie or Television Personalities
] & — Graphic or “Painted”
(4]



7. Do you think any of the major articles in this issue are too long?
8. A) Was this issue Excellent ___ Average ___ or Poor — .
B) Why?

9. What would you do to improve SOF?

*This is a confidential survey — your name is not required. Opinions expressed will provide Soldier of Fortune editors with an insight as to what our readers are
most interested in. '

PLACE
STAMP
HERE

SOF Survey

Dept. S117

P.O. Box 1397
Boulder, CO 80306

Fold twice and tape to seal. DO NOT STAPLE.





































































the village headmen were with us, the
KPNLF medic dispensed free medical sup-
plies as part of the hearts and minds policy
of the KPNLF. There was evidence of an
intelligence infrastructure maintained per-
manently inside the country by the KPNLF
and from which updated information about

the depositions of the Vietnamese forces in_

the area was obtained. We also linked up
with men of 252 Battalion of the KPNLF.
They were to be responsible for one of the
diversionary attacks while the prime target,
a bridge, was attacked.

As the demolition team prepared the plas-
tic explosive charges, Commander Khem
Sophoan held a-final briefing and last re-
hearsal, laying out the ring charge as every-
one made themselves totally familiar with
their exact role in the operation. The plan
called for two diversionary attacks: one 10
kilometers from the bridge, againsta PAVN
company position to prevent them mounting
a follow-up operation and cutting off our
line of retreat; the other an attack on a
PAVN company position one kilometer
from the bridge at Sala Krao. This second
attack was to stop immediate reinforce-
ments rushing to the bridge. The bridge
itself was to be attacked by 1 Commando of
215 Battalion.

The PAVN was spread too thin to defend
all the bridges all the time, so they varied
which bridges were to be defended each
night. At the time that Commander Khem
Sophoan held his last parade, shortly before
dark, he could not have known whether the
bridge was going to be defended that night
or not. If it was, 1 Commando would have
to launch an attack from out of chest-deep
water; win the firefight, forcing the defend-
ers off the bridge; lay the charges and de-
stroy the bridge before making an escape
back through deep water.

The signal for the diversionary attacks to
begin would be either the start of the fire-
fight at the bridge or, if undefended, the
explosion when the charges destroyed the
bridge. The operation called for careful tim-
ing on the part of the two diversionary attack
forces. The approach march to the bridge
would be 16 kilometers, all through pro-
gressively deeper water, with the same dis-
tance having to be covered after the attack to
retreat.

With the last of the late afternoon sun-
shine, we set off for the attack. The com-
mando unit soon passed through a village,
where the villagers pressed gifts of rice
cakes on the men. Beyond the village there
was an area of tall grass which was criss-
crossed by bullock cart tracks, but in this
wet season they were more like canals.

Night closed in, but a relentless pace was
kept up in order to adhere to the timing of
the plan. Hour after hour of wading through
murky water was required before the col-
umn was clear of the tall grass and into open
paddy. The sky glowed a lighter shade
above the town of Sisophon, shimmering
across the empty expanse of water between
us. Occasional flares arched up into the sky
from army posts outside the town.

JULY 87

Y

RAONG

o L e
9
A
(@]
m o]

New strategy of mobile guerrilla warfare
brings Coalition Government of Democratic
Kampuchea (CGDK) forces deep into
Cambodian interior.

After many hours of marching through
the flooded paddy fields a brief halt was
called. Despite the darkness of the night,
clouds were reflected in the now still water
that stretched away in every direction as far
as the eye could see. Behind and in front of
me were the dark shadows of the commando
raiding party. The silence seemed all the
more intense after the noise of sloshing
through water. Everybody was tired from
the effort of crossing so many kilometers of
wetlands. All along the line men tried to
find a spot to sit on a paddy dyke, which was
fractionally above the water line in a few
places. Most of us just sat down anywhere,
with legs still submerged and feet buried in
the soft mud of the paddy itself. A soft
breeze drifted across the endless lake we
were sitting in and began to chill us in our
soaking wet clothes. I drew long deep
breaths to ward off the weariness already
setting in.

The recce section had gone on ahead of us
and we waited for its report. About 10 kilo-
meters away the sky was suddenly laced
with tracers, some racing along the horizon,
others rising almost vertically into the sky.
There were frequent flashes as well, where
rockets were exploding, but all of this was
too far away to be heard.

Radio messages soon established that this

mE = Communists

Cambodian Resistance
Battles

was a PAVN ambush on one of the KPNLF
patrols setting out from the base camp. I
wondered whether this compromised the
plan of attack and whether it would be can-
celled. Further reports came in and Com-
mander Khem Sophoan opted to continue.
Twenty minutes later we were on our way
again.

The water level started to rise as we
closed with the target. Within an hour we
were steadily moving through waist-deep
water. Each step was a real effort, with feet
sinking into the soft mud. Another hour and
we were up to our chests in water and mov-
ing very slowly, both because of the depth
of the water and in order to make as little
noise as possible.

The commando raiding party was
stretched out in a long snaking line. Ahead I
could see the heads and shoulders of groups
of men on either side of the column. We had
linked up with the recce sections which
were there to guide us to the target. Visibil-
ity was restricted as we passed through more
and more tall reeds growing out of the sub-
merged paddy dykes. These became denser
as we moved on. Soon we were weaving
through solid banks of them.

Without warning, the raised causeway,
on which sat the national highway, loomed
up dark and menacing in front of us.
Already some men were out of the water and
fanning out along the road. A lieutenant was
pushing men along the road as the security

Continued on page 78
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Hotel Accommodations
For Room Reservations: Sahara Hotel 1-800-634-6666

To receive convention rates, you must advise the hotel that you
will be attending the SOF Convention.

The Early Bird Room rate is $45.00/night (plus tax) if the room
is reserved and the first night's deposit is received by June 25.
After that date, the rate will be $48.00/night (plus tax). Room
reservations must be made by July 25, 1987 to guarantee
space in the headquarters hotel.

SOF EXPOSITION Send large S.A.S.E. to:
INFORMATION: SOF Expo

P.O. Box 693

Boulder, CO 80306
CONVENTIONEER Send large S.A.S.E. to:
INFORMATION: SOF Convention

4901 Indian Trail
Wilmington, NC 28403

THREE-GUN MATCH Send large S.A.S.E. to:
INFORMATION: Three-Gun Match
408 E. Harding
Bakersfield, CA 93308

SOF '87 CONVENTION EARLY BIRD REGISTRATION FORM

Yes! | want to take advantage of the Early Bird Special.
Please sign me up early — only $100.00 — I'll save $25.00.

[0 Payment enclosed — payable to SOF Convention 87
[ MasterCard O VISA

Card # Exp. Date

Signature

Name:
Address:

City: State: Zip Code:
[ I attended the 1986 Convention

Mail to:
SOF CONVENTION ’'87 ¢ P.O. BOX 693 e Boulder, CO 80306


































100’s final battle. This modest marker read,
in Vietnamese and French: ‘‘Here soldiers
of France and Vietnam died for their coun-
tries.”” The marker was placed at the spot
where Mobile Group 100 met its fate.

Now, years after this battle, I was flying
above this very same road, headed toward
the final resting place of these French sol-
diers. We flew over a Montagnard village
where the tribesmen below, clad in loin-
cloths and smoking homemade pipes,
waved up at us. After we passed their vil-
lage, the terrain below began to grow rug-
ged and the trees became more abundant.

We roared past LZ Schueller, an Amer-
ican firebase whose artillery blanketed the
road, protecting American patrols in the
surrounding jungle. At the gate of the fire-
base we could see a large sign that adver-
tised ‘‘Pit Stop — Beer and Soda 25¢ —
Security Free.”’

Minutes later we were over the approxi-
mate location of where GM 100 fought its
battle. We could not locate the small plaque
commemorating the spot because it no long-
er existed. When American troops first
came to the Central Highlands in 1965,
Route 19 was widened and asphalted, and
became Highway 19. In the process, Ameri-
can engineers, knowing little of Vietnamese
history, knowing nothing of Groupement
Mobile 100, and unable to read either
French or Vietnamese, plowed up and cov-
ered over that marker.

Several minutes later we were at the pass.

Our helicopter circled the area for a few
minutes and then dropped down to insert us
for our brief mission. We moved quickly
away from our LZ, which was located
alongside the cemetery, and the helicopter
veered sharply away and disappeared. Our
small team of seven fanned out in a diamond
shape as we went over the ridge line and
crossed over the hundreds of small patches.

At the very summit of the mountain
across the old road, there was a small clump
of trees. We hurried over to that tree line and
Jerry Wilder from Plainsfield, New Hamp-
shire, unloaded his cargo. It was a 2-foot by
3-foot masonite board sprayed white, with
black stenciled letters all over its surface.
While two other team members held the
board up against a tree, Wilder withdrew a
hammer and several large nails from his
jungle fatigues and nailed the board to the
surface of the tree. When he was finished,
we all stepped back to admire this plaque
which bore an inscription painted in black
and in a language other than our own.

After taking only a few minutes to admire
our handiwork, we called for the chopper.
In our country it was a holiday, but for
security reasons, we had no time for cere-
monies.

Our little plaque wasn’t much. We knew
it wouldn’t last forever, and it was probably
foolish of us to do what we did. But to aman
we all agreed that these soldiers so alone and
so far away from their country deserved to
be remembered and, by God, after all, it

was Memorial Day.

None of us knew enough of the French
language or enough about French military
tradition to draft a proper epitaph. All we
could leave behind was a message that,
when translated, reads:

Here for all eternity lies Mobile Group 100
Soldiers of France
Forgotten by most
Remembered by few
May they rest in peace.

The chopper quickly descended to pick us
up and, as it whisked us away, [ watched the
top of the mountain and the Mang Yang
Pass disappear. It was the last time I ever
saw the pass or the top of that mountain.

As we left I began to have doubts and
wondered if our efforts were even worth-
while. Perhaps, I wondered, our attempt to
honor these soldiers was an empty gesture
and nothing more.

Several years later, when I was a special
agent in the United States Secret Service, I
happened to be at an embassy party in
Washington, D.C. There I met a minor
French diplomat who had served in the Free
French Forces during World War II. During
the course of our conversation, I began tell-
ing him the story of Groupement Mobile
100 and of those soldiers buried in un-
marked graves so very far from France.
Thoughtlessly forgetting that I was talking
about his countrymen, and without noting
the effect of the story on the man, I con-
tinued telling him about the plaque we had

UNDERWATER SURVIVAL

Gerber BMF Knife
8" Bowie blade with chisel
tooth saw. Overall legnth 13”.
Blade thickness V4", Weighs
15 ounces without sheath,
28.5 ounces with. Con-
structed from carbon surgi-
cal stainless steel, hardned
to c54-55 Rockwell. Sheath

Chronosport
The name in divers
watches! All black,
multi function analog/
digital combination,
alarm, rotating bezel,
sweep second hand,
timer, two time zones,
more!

Compact Scuba
Allin one unit, ready to use!
2 Cubic Foot Capacity cyl-
inder with regulator
mounted’ on top. includes
neoprene belt holder and
filler. Overall fegnth 17%",
2%" wide. Use for

Selko
Quality divers watch
from a top name! All
black with HD black
rubber strap. Multi
function digital and an-
alog displays. Alarm,
two time zones, timer,
rotating bezel, sweep

7X35 with rapid
focus, carry case,
strap. Measures
approx. 7 X5X2".

7X50 with rapid
focus, carry case,
strap. Measures
approx. 7 X 8 X

features jeweled compass, N i
attached diamond sharpen- ‘F'{éttha'i‘r;'lset?%o ggirgisgé: ér%rmf;glppgj second hand, more!
ing hone, Alice clips, belt Sale $346.50 tail $175.00 Mode! SPWOOS. Re-
loop, and more. Retail With bracelet - Sale $139.95 tail $350.00
$160.00 Retail $545.00 Sale $264.95
Sale §129.95 Sale $408.75
Camouflage rubber coated Camouflage rubber coated Black rubber coated Compact Nikon

Nikon Tropical
7X50, individual
focus for each
eye, includes
special lens
covers, strap.

9X25, with center
focus, carry case,
strap. Porro pr-
ism, measures
approx 4% X 4 X

ment! Shadow all black
BCD with power, pack,
iarge pockets, and more,
ARIS seties Explorer reg-
ulator with ARIS octopus,
Datacom double console
(PSI/Depth), and Aluminum
80K cylinder with boot. Re-
tail over $1000.00

Sale $579.95

Ideal for diver loca-
tion, rescue work, or
marking. O-Ring
sealed. Uses one C
cell battery. Water-
proof to 150°. Meas-
ures approx. 5" X
Nz

$268.95

Model 139. 215" Model 140. Measures approx. 4%". Model
$85.00 $90.95 8% X Bl X 3. 925CF. Retail
Model 750HPIF. $190.00
Retail $630.00 Sale $119.95
Sale $399.95
U.S.TECH SCUBA
All american made equip- Dive Flasher Mini Flash Light Mask, Snorkel,

Features pocket clip,
magenet in butt,
transparent housing.
Screw down lens to
turn on. Very bright.
Uses two AAA batter-
ies (Included). Over-
all legnth 432" 32~
wide. By Pelican.

$8

Graphite black fins with
vented blade and open
heel, silicone mask with
tempered glass, and large
bore silicone snorke!. Rug-
ged, high quality, great for
snorkeling or SCUBA.
Retail $140.00

Fin Package

Sale $84.95

Order from U.S.TECH by mail or phone. Call (312) 763-1669 (SOF1NOW) or send your order to U.S.TECH, 6674 N. Northwest Hwy.,
Chicago, IL 60631. We accept Master Card, Visa, Discover Card, American Express, and PADI Card charge cards by phone. We also accept
Money order, certified check and cashiers check by mail. Include $3.00 for shipping under $50.00, $6.00 for orders under $150.00, and $9.00
for orders over $150.00. Caution: You should be trained in the use of SCUBA by a qualified instructor. A division of Berry Industries.
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STAND IN THE DOOR ... GO!
Earn your wings with the
FREEDOM FLYERS
Static Line Parachute Instruction
Held in conjunction with the:

8th ANNUAL
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE
CONVENTION
August 26-30, 1987
Las Vegas, Nevada

This special event offers
Static Line Instruction by:
Rick Olchovik
USAR (Ret.),

FAA Master Rigger, AFF/I-E -
and
Roger Nelson
National Champion and
current World Record Holder

Both instructors hold gold,
diamond and double diamond
parachute wings and are
currently United States
Parachute Association Safety
Training Advisors.

This instruction offers some
of the most advanced
equipment —  military
designed LR-288 ‘“Manta”’ —
which offers student jumpers
two automatically activated
parachutes on the back and
radio communication with the
instructor on the ground.

Or, if you prefer, tandem
jumping. Jumpers can now

* experience the military’s new
radarless entry vehicle — two
jumpers on one oversize
parachute! Novice jumpers
will be connected with an
expert.

If you want the thrill and
adventure this jump can offer,
then you must act today. The
statjc jump is only $125.00; the
tandem jump is $95.00. If
you’re 18 years old or older and
weigh less than 250 Ibs., send
your $50.00 non-refundable
deposit to:

Freedom Flyers
Skyline Center
Sandwich Airport
Sandwich, IL 60548

Or, for more information call
Rick or Roger at (815)
786-8200/8924.
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Perhaps that feeling of contentment also had

" alot to do with knowing that the pipe had

arrived together with 100 RPG rockets,
25,000 rounds of small arms ammunition,
50 mines and 168 10-kilo bags of rice and
medical supplies, all of which were urgently
needed by his men. ,

The supplies handed over, the two units
parted. I headed north again for the last part
of my journey. It was not very far to the
Dong Rak escarpment on the Thai/Cambo-
dian border, but it was very hazardous due
both to the profusion of mines and the many
PAVN patrols.

I was very surprised to see a young
woman with a four-month-old baby in the
column. Her name was Phung Sophan. She
had been married to a member of the Khmer
Rouge who divorced her. Shortly after that
the Vietnamese arrived in the village where
she was living and confiscated all her pos-
sessions for being the wife of a resistance
member. They threatened to return and
arrest her, which prompted her flight.
Luckily, she met men from a KPNLF unit
who were joining the ANS unit on its march
north and they agreed to look after her. She
was desperate to join a sister now living in a
refugee camp in Thailand. On the march,
soldiers took turns distracting the baby in
order to keep it from crying and drawing
PAVN patrols to our position.

The events I had witnessed were typical
of the escalating war now being conducted
in Cambodia. The conflict is not only a war
of two seasons, the rainy and the dry, but
also a war of two fronts, the border and the
internal.

Of these two fronts both CGDK guerrilla
forces and the PAVN realize that it is the
latter — the internal front — that is all-
important. The guerrillas seek to infiltrate to
ever greater depth and to expand the sphere
of their influence, while the Vietnamese
plan to seek and destroy those forces before
they are able to establish any solid infra-
structure of support among the local popula-
tion. Indeed, General L Duc Hnh, the com-
mander of Vietnamese forces in Cambodia,
has said, ““The place to build, consolidate
and develop the people’s right to mastery in
order to defeat the enemies’ schemes of
controlling the population, carrying out
sabotage operations and conducting rebel-
lious and subversive activities is inland. A
firm inland front will generate strength for
the revolution in all respects and thwart all
enemy schemes.’’

This statement could apply equally well
to both the guerrilla forces of the CGDK or
the regular forces of the PAVN. Neither
side can afford to lose the struggle for con-
trol of the inland front. It is a place of
sudden, frequent and bloody firefights
fought at close range; where the closed,
green world of the deep forest echoes and
distorts the reports of assault rifles, RPD
machine guns, M79 grenade launchers and
RPG rockets.

At close range these vicious firefights sound
like the approach of Armageddon, and farther
off like a roll of distant thunder. &

BORDER LEGEND
Continued from page 37

was setting in the west, giving the Pacific
Ocean a golden, sparkling, liquid-diamond
appearance. To the south, the thousands of
lights of Tijuana twinkled in the distance,
made all the more brilliant by the black of
night.

‘“You stand here and think you’re in Aca-
pulco, or Hawaii, or some other exotic trop-
ical paradise,”” Stevens said. ‘‘From the top
of these mesas, it’s beautiful. We see some
of the most spectacular sunsets in the coun-
try, right here. Under the cover of darkness,
Tijuana looks beautiful, with all of its faults
masked by darkness.

“‘It’s just hard to believe that the cruelest
form of human conduct is played out nightly
in an area as beautiful as this. The contrasts
are startling.

‘“Where else in the world do you have
such beauty and such barbarity?”’

Stevens buckled his web gear and re-
turned to his unit. He descended from the
beautiful panorama on top of the mesa into
the bowels of the war zone — into Hell, as
some Border Crime Prevention Unit offi-
cers have described the Otay River Bottom
area.

In isolated sections along the river bot-
tom, a mile north of the border, bandits
wearing camouflage fatigues have random-
ly attacked illegal aliens in some of the most
vicious assaults in recent memory. Besides
assaulting, robbing and raping illegal
aliens, these bandits, who were suspected
members of street gangs in San Diego or
Los Angeles, were slashing women’s geni-
talia, often injuring them so severely they
were left incapable of having children.

On that night there was no contact with
bandits.

For Stevens there are parallels between
working on the Border Crime Prevention
Units and doing reconnaissance patrols in
South Vietnam. )

‘“There are some similarities,’” he said.
‘“‘We’re trying to help protect people from
other violent people. During my second tour
in ’Nam, which was the tour I enjoyed best,
I ran recon. In '"Nam — and here — we had
to be on guard at all times because you never
knew when you’d be hit.”’

Stevens’ first tour of duty in South Viet-
nam was during 1965 with the 173rd Air-
borne Brigade in the Iron Triangle and Bien
Hoa. In 1967, his favorite tour, he was an
adviser to the Vietnamese Rangers in the
Mekong Delta, Can To and Phu Loi.

‘‘Iloved that tour because I lived with the
Vietnamese,’” he said. ‘“We got to see how
the other half lived. We learned what our
counterparts were up against in their vil-
lages, as well as in the field.”

In 1970, in his third tour in Vietnam, he
was assigned to the National Police as an
adviser in Phy Quang near Saigon. That
hitch ended abruptly when a convoy he was
in was ambushed. He was medevacked with
a serious leg injury. The driver of the truck
he was riding in was killed instantly.
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Retail store 4609 MENAUL NE ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 87110

KNIGHT
LIGHT SYSTEM

12.95

Will not harm gun finish.
Available for most service revolvers.
No aiterations to gun. Fits all mini type lights.

SURE FIRE TACTICAL LIGHT

Now with
pressure
switch
REQUIRES NO
GUNSMITHING
MODIFICATION

$89.95

WITH BATTERIES

FITS: 1911 .45
BERETTA 92

Extra batteries $6.95

SOF HIP HUGGER

Auto or
Rev

10-5:30 M-F  10-2 Sat

S .
LASER PRODUCTS I Ror L Hand Specify model & make of rev.
T CHOATE CHOATE
OATE FOLDERS
a?.ﬁcx zErm- PLASTIC TOP FOLDERS PISTOL GRIP STOCKS
P BLACK ZYTEL PLASTIC
Y — i — ,
A H-sTD
1022 $67.95 4 BL;;DQ SLE;L =7 “ $44.95
MINI-14 . WIN 1200 a RIFLE MINI-14  10-22
RIFLE 30 CAL. CARBINE MOSS 500 p|EASE SPECIFY 30 CARBINE G
30 CAL. UNIVERSAL 30 CARBINE UNIVERSAL
PLEASE SPECIFY
CHOATE &“Té;k‘.;’f?s'” PLEASE SPECIFY
—— CHOATE Hak-93.94 BLACK ZYTEL PLASTIC
> CHARTER AR-7
siDE FOLDER $74.00 Dﬁ@ ;c‘é(‘gfié‘is?é‘he 870-1100 WIN 1200
SHOTGUN 870 S&W 3000 UNIVERSAL MOSS-500 HI-STD
WITH MOSS 500 LITE MOUNT $15.95 IS SHOTGUN saw:3000 545
FOREND WIN 1200 ITHACA M-37 MILITARY PLEASE SPECIFY
PLEASE SPECIFY STREAMLIGHT JR. W/BATTERIES $999 SPAS /BENELLI s60
.
720 AVENIDEANkﬁLngTA ANLEB uALEB#t;JUEERQUhE‘ 8N7?1d1g7109 KOREAN MADE CHOATE
4609 M vavi [} N
PHONE ORDERING INFORMATION & QUESTIONS \\'“‘",, DEFENDER SHOTGUN FORENDS
S05/884-8622 : s FORENDS FOR:
s arsemipges m 05 $39.95 (T ] R 7o, mas. moss soo. win
its territories. possessions ¢ Battery & 1200, RANGER 120, S&W 3000,
Ordere up to $10.00 add $2.00 Charger HI-STD $9-95

Orders $10.01 to $30.00 add $3.00
Orders $30.01 to $50.00 add $4.00

VINYL CASE 56§14 95

* 1100 REMINGTON $20

Orders $50.01 to $100.00 sdd $5.00
Orders over $100.0t add___ $7.50 Q:L‘;ZT:AZLE:SZE: TOLL FREE

% $ 5 1 800 552 0070 Just tike o DEAD OR ALIVE $25
CATALOG $2 - REFUNDABLE “SHOTGUNS DON T EXT. 543 PISTOL GRIP REM 870, SAW 3000,
ON FIRST ORDER DISCRIMINATE ORDERS ONLY FOREND WIN 120, MOSS PUMP

CATALOG INCLUDED WITH ORDERS

[ =

BRASS CATCHERS
AK-47/AKM/AKS AR-15/M-16 ggamw&
H&K94/MP-5  MINI-14 —
H&K 91/93 MINI-14 RANCH S&W-1000
uZi J30CARBINE  MAC 10 $24'95
Uzl PISTOL LINDA MAC 119  REMMOD 4/74
(WILKINSON)  mMAC 11 .45AUTO

cHoaTE SHOTGUN PISTOL GRIPS

pLeasE spEciFy $15.95

RANGER 120, ITHACA M-37, MOSSBERG 500
REM 870, WIN 1200 HI-STD

THE SAS SYSTEM...BY EAGLE
INUSE BY DOE SWAT ACADEMY CTA

SAS Holster Mk Il

Praces your weapon out of the way of booY ar-
mor 13poeling gear. and beit eqipment vet
instantly accessible MKl o¥fers mproved beit
nanger wider elasticized 1eg Straps. and toumb
Dreax ath seCurity strap Pouch for magazine
Of ¥rte O 110Nt Of NOISter I use NatONWide
witn £egeral State and local agency (aChical
teams @lace nylon Cordura left or right

nangeo Specity weapon $49.95

SAS Mag Pouch

Tarry magazines tor your primary weapon on
tne uooer thigh 0pPPOSIte vour SAS Nolsterea
nandgun  Susgension joentical to Mk i1 SAS
nolster SMC model carries 3 UZI or MPS mags
M 16 mode! Carnes 23070 mags POckets close
#iTh quICk release fastex buckie SIraps can be
removed ang DOuCh secures 1o Delt wan G
<eepers ©F Dy Inserting beit througn 100Ds
8lack nvion Coroura Specity SMC of

Y% $49.95

Beit Mag Pouch

Poutnes describea abave avanable without reg
Rarnes 1ar ConvenLioNa) Delt arry only Dy G
xeepers Of 100DS SpecHy SMG Of M 16

$29.95

WILSON COMBAT ACCESSORIES

FOR .45 PISTOLS
ITEM RETAIL
#1  Competition Match Trigger {Long Adjustable) 1750
#28  Shok-Buti Buffers anly (pks of 6) for use with
S-8 spring 595
#30  Wilson Combat High Visibility Combat Sights
w/3 Dol System 3500
#6  Wilson Combat Extended Thumb Salety
{Blue or Stai 2495
#7  Wilson Combat Extended Side Release
{Blue or 2695
#9  Wilson Combat Commander Style Hammer,
4140 Steel 2395
#9S  Wiison Combat Commander Style Hammer,
416 Stai 2595
#11  Heavy Duty Recoil Spring Kit
(Govt/GC) or Comm.} 795
#12  Wilson-Dwyer ‘Group-Gripper " Kit (Govl/GC) —— 7495
#12C Wilson-Dwyer Group-Gripper " Kit (Comm) 2795
#34  Wilson Combal Extended Combat Ejector 2195
#41  Wilson Rogers .45 Match Magazine 7 RD -
i 2395
#61  Wilson Combat “Detuxe™High Visibility
Combat Sights 3500
#66  Wilson Combat Beaveniail Grip Safety
{Blue or Stai 2195

USES RADIO ACTIVE TRITIUM

NEEDS NO BATTERIES STANDARD ... ........ 15200
ARIS ... 18000
MINI1a 18000
GALIL ............... 19200
REM 870-1100-126A . . . .. 19200

H&K91,93.. ... ... ... 21200
HOT A TELESCOPE SIGHT -
NOT AN ELECTRONIC SIGHT UZIMINI-UZL. 21200
NOT A LASER SIGHT FN-FAL ... ......... 22400

A true mil- spec combat sight from South Africa

|

| . |
THE ARMSON COMBAT GUNSIGHT

PLEASE SPECIFY

SureFire

Tactical Light $79.95
REM. 870 MOSSBERG 500
ITHACA 37 SW 3000
MP5 HK 94

The Rigin Lightt

LASER PRODUCTS I

EXTENSION BUTT
PLATE

MINI-14
$ 15 AR-15
10/22 - 44 MAG
Hak 24.95 pEASE SPECIFY |
H & K ACCESSORIES

CHOATE FOLDER

HK 91 —$80
FACTORY MAGAZINES
HK-91 20-rd 25.00
HK-93 25.rd 25.00
HK-94 30-1d 26.00
FACTORY MAGAZINE CLAMPS 29.00
(HOLDS TWO MAGAZINES)
HK-91, 93 or 94 (specity)
SCOPE MOUNTS
HK91-93 claw-lock snap-onw/30mmnngs ____ 274,00
ADDITIONAL ACCESSORIES
HK 91, 93, 94 Web sling, multi-purpose - 2800
HK 91, 93 Shmiine forearm (specify) - —  al.00
HK 91 Port Butter __ - -~ 23.00
HK 91/93 Carrying handle _ — 20.00
HK 91/93 Light bipod — 121.00
HK 91/93/94 Sight adjustment oot - - _ 2600
NEW NON SLIP RUBBER PAD solid stock only 10
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