


Sure·Firer~ •• the Thctical Light 
the Pros are Switching to! 

Derformance is the reason more 
land more police and military 
tactical units are switching to the 
SURE-FIRE 1

M lithium-powered 
tactical light system from Laser 
Products. Ounce for critical ounce, 
only Sure-Fire's super high-energy 
lithium power cell can take 
extremes of cold and heat that 
leave NiCad and alkaline power 
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DURACELL'" tested ordlnaty batteries vs. their new lithium power 
cell. As you can see. lithium power cells win. And liehlum wlns 
from a sub-freezing - 40°F to a hellish + 140°F - a range other 
batteries can'r much/ 

cells with their watts down and 
their beams out 

Whether you're on a duty 
mission or trying to protect your 
home and family, SURE-FIRE™ 
gives you the exact light you need, 
when and where you need it, 
while your hands stay on your gun 
and ready for action. SURE-FIRE™ 
units install easily in about the time 

it takes to field strip your firearm -
no gunsmithing is required. And 
since SURE-FIRE™ is aligned with 
your gun's bore, it makes the 
perfect aiming system. 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

When it's dark and you need 
a sure shot, take aim with 
SURE-FIRE™ 

------------ --1 
Send in this coupon for a chance to WIN A FREE 
Remingwn 870 shotgun, equipped with a SURE-FIRE'" 
Tactical light and a Pachmayr'" shotgun pistol grip. Draw-
ing to be held Februaty 28, 1987. One encty per house-
hold. facsimile coupons nor accepted. 

Mail coupon to : LASER PRODUCTS CORP., Dept. SOF-1 
Mt. Baldy Circ le, Founta in Va lley, CA 92708 

Wrth SURE-FIRE .. you can tell the difference becween a real I 
threat and your son sneaking in afcer a late dare. 

Name ____________ _ 

I 
The Right Light! I 

l~~!.c1~9..PvP,ey~CA1z~~ 
Street Address __________ _ 

City ______ State __ Zip __ _ 

Phone{ ___ ) ________ _ 

If twin. ship my 870 through: 

Dealer ____________ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

© 1986, Laser Products Corp. I City ______ State __ Zip __ _ 
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GET ON TARGET WITH 
Sftl .. ltll~ll f)I~ l~ftll'l'IJNI~ 

12issues 
for 

only 524.95 
DYES! Send me one full year (12 issues) 

of SOF for just $24.95. I save 30%. * 
D I want to save even more. Send me two 

years for $44.95. I save 37%.* 

D MasterCard D VISA D Payment enclosed (must accompany order) 

Card # _________________ Exp. Date ___ _ 
Signature _______________________ _ 

Name: ________________________ _ 

Address: JW!!!!!!J 
City: ______________ State: __ Zipcode: ___ _ 

BASFF7 
· savings based on 12 issue single copy price of $36. 
Offer good in U.S. only. All other countries add $7.00/year additional postage. Please allow &8 weel<s for first copy to 

be mailed. Offer expires 12131/87. U.S. Funds only. 
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COMMAND 
GUIDANCE 
by Robert K. Brown 

I T looks as if the CIA is in and the 
private sector is out. But the re­

treat of private aid from the con­
tras' fight for freedom against the 
Sandinistas is not an ignominious 
one. Patriotic citizens who donat­
ed time, money and supplies to the 
contras can be proud of their part in 
keeping these freedom fighters 
fighting. 

Private sector aid does not have a 
Jong history. In fact, Soldier of For­
tune Magazine started it. I formed 
the Afghan Freedom fighters Fund 
back in 1980, less than a year after 
the Soviets invaded Afghanistan. 
When Central America became an 
important issue in 1981, the strug­
gling nation of El Salvador found 
itself in danger of 
being overrun by Marx­
ist guerrillas. SOF is 
proud to have pro­
vided supplies and 
training to the Salva­
doran military as it 
struggled to stay alive. 
Well, it has withstood 
the test of battle and 
El Salvador's fledgling 
democracy is well on 
its way toward putting 
the guerrillas out of 
business once and 
for all. 

But none of the private sector's 
previous efforts were as strong, nor 
as focused, as they were with the 
new crisis in Nicaragua. I don't 
think I'm exaggerating when I say 
that private sector aid kept the con­
tras alive during the dark days since 
the spring of 1984 when the U.S. 
Congress voted to cut off aid to 
these freedom fighters. But be­
tween the will to fight against the 
tyranny that had taken over their 
homeland, and the supplies sent 
down by Americans who care, the 
contras held on - both in manpow­
er and in spirit - until Congress 
came to its senses in 1986 and 
voted for $100 million in aid. And 

that's the difference between guer­
rilla theater and a real army- a real 
army can stick together through 
triumph and adversity. 

As Americans, we can thank all the 
patriotic men and women who 
flocked to the contras' cause in re­
cord numbers. But no single indi­
vidual deserves more credit for mak­
ing the private sector project a suc­
cess than General John K. Singlaub. 
He is probably the one man who is 
most responsible for keeping the 
contras from falling apart when there 
was no "official" aid to be had. He 
singlehandedly brought the Amer­
ican public out of its lethargy and 
turned words into deeds. 

But Gen. Singlaub did more than 
tour the lecture cir­
cuit. His organization, 
the United States 
Council for World 
Freedom (USCWF), 
has donated $25 mil­
lion to the contras and 
they are not ready to 
stop yet . Even with 
U.S. government aid 
in the offing, Gen. 
Singlaub still devotes 
90 percent of his time 
to the contra cause. 
The little time that he 

has left is spent aiding other strug­
gling movements resisting com­
munist tyranny around the world. 
Recently, a huge shipment of 
medical supplies he had procured 
made its way from Korea to the 
anti-communist guerrillas in Cam­
bodia. This man never quits. 

But just because the horizon 
looks brighter for the freedom 
fighters in Nicaragua, don't give up 
on sending your surplus uniforms, 
boots, socks and web gear to those 
organizations aiding the contras. 
Because even after the U.S. govern­
ment gets into the act, the contras' 
morale will get a big boost from 
knowing that the American people 
are behind them and their cause. ~ 
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SOUTH AFRICAN 
ANTI-TERRORIST 
OPERMIONS 

-ll 

ll.amltQvcu1aV'fh 

SOUTH AFRICAN 
ANTI-TERROR IST OPERATIONS 

MANUAL 
Field-tested in the harsh proving 
ground of the African bush by one of 
the world's leading anti-terrorist 
forces. here is the basic reference 
and training guide of South African 
military units combating terrorists in 
South West Africa. From the routine 
to the unexpected, every aspect of 
ATOPS is covered in th is compre­
hensive manual. BY2 x 11, softcover. 
illus .. 248 pp. S15.00 

THE JOY OF COLD REVENGE 
by Kam Kavanaugh 

Been snubbed or gypped by a lor­
mer employer o r landlord. car deal­
er, the courts, police. a supermarket 
or bank? It hurts. right? Fight back 
with the tactics of cold revenge. 
usrng such common i tems as 
superglue. motor 011. and ink. With 
the subtle art of cold revenge, you 
can wreak havoc using the phone 
company, ai rl ines. magazine sub­
scnptions companies and more. 5112 
x 8 1/2, softcover. 96 pp. $8.00 

SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL TECHNIQUES 
In every respect. excepl for our weatherproof cover and 
handy pockets1ze. this is an exact reprin t of the famous Army 
Field Manual 31-20. (All illustrationsand every one of the 535 
pages of vital in fo are included.) Whether you 're involved in 
non- nuclear or nuclear warfare. unconventional warfare or 
countermsurgency ops, this manual covers what you need lo 
know. Improvised weapons. in tel ligence, psychologica l ops. 
communications. togislics, survival. infiltration. Special 
Forces field maneuvers. demolition. raids and ambushes. 
amphibious arr ops. and more are covered. 4 x 5. softcover. 
illus .. glossary, index. 535 pp. S14.95 

MAKE 'EM PAY 
Ultimate Revenge Tech niq ues from 

the Maste r Tricks te r 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man in the 
world and author of !he infamous Gel 
Even brings you the latest in dirty 
tr icks. schemes. scams and stunts. 
Getting back at a landlord, politician. 
salesman . utility, restaurant. o r 
supermarket is a cinch with over 130 
creat ively nasty techniques. For 
entertamment only! SV1 x 81h. hard ­
cover. 224 pp. $14.95 

THE RESCUERS: THE WORLD'S TOP 
ANTI-TERRORIST UNITS 

by Leroy Thompson 
Planes hijacked. Embassies taken over by force. Children held hostage. No one-and no 
country-is immune to terrorism anymore. And that's where hostage rescue units (HRUs) 
come in . In The Rescuers- the FIRST and ONLY book on HRUs-the units of over fifty 
countries are detailed, as are their training, operations, weapons and equipment. Leroy 
Thompson, having worked with hostage rescue, counterin surgency and VIP protection 
teams in more than a dozen countries, includes a no-holds-barred rating of units. Five 
classic examples of actual rescues bring to li fe a unit's anti - terrorist tactics and plann ing. 
Photos of units-many of which have never been released-are included. Well-known 
HRUs, such as Germany's GSG-9, Britain 's Special Air Service, France's GIGN and the U.S. 
Delta are covered, as are the lesser-known units of Bahrain , Colombia, Malaysia and other 
nations. 5V2 x 8V2, hardcover, photos, g lossary, index, 216 pp. $17.95 
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MODERN BALLISTIC ARMOR 
Clothing, Bomb Blanke ts, Shields, 
Vehicle Protection ... faierything 

You Need to Know 
by Duncan Long 

Though the "bullet-proof' vest is a 
mythical beast, modern ballistic 
armor is stronger and lighter than 
ever before since the advent of the 
Kevlar fiber. With a list of manufac­
turers and dealers. this book is all 
you need to put ballistic armor to 
work for you! 5¥2 x 8¥2. softcover, 
photos. illus., 96 pp. SB.00 

AUTOMATI CS: FAST FIREPOWER, 
TACTICAL SUPERIORITY 

by Duncan l ong 
Combat pistols. Hideaways. Target 
pistols. They're all covered here. 
Find out how to pick the best pistol 
for you. Included are the pluses and 
minuses of dozens of pistols. rec­
ommendations for the best ammo 
for various calibers. specifications. 
field -stripping procedures and ac· 
cessones info. 8V2 x 11. softcover. 
168 pp .. photos. $14.95 

U.S. NA VY SEAL 
COMBAT MANUAL 

One of the most rare FMs in the field 
of mihtary collecHng, with special 
emphasis on underwater demolition 
techniques and explosives. Equip­
ment and tac tics employed by this 
el ile lighting force are covered. as 
are SEAL weapons. communica­
tions, diving, infiltration and exfiltra­
tion. surviva l. and more. BV2 x 11 • 
softcover. photos. illus .. 240 pp. 

S14.95 

HOW TO GET ANYTH ING ON ANYBODY 
b y l ee l apin 

Get the goods on others like they're getting the goods on 
you with th is encyclopedia o f advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques. Called "possibly the most dan­
gerous book." this book tells how to get any info you want 
about whomever you want-and how they (inc luding Big 
Bro) are gett ing into your private info. Here are expert ways 
to secretly bug any targe t, over 100 sources for equipment 
and superspy systems, lockp1ck lechnology, how poly­
graphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked, counter­
measure equipment, and much. much more. Your peace of 
mind is worth the price of this book! 81h x 11. softcover, 
illus .. 264 pp. SJ0.00 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book of Di rly Tricks 
A hilarious overv;ew of the methods 
people use 10 get even w ith big busi­
ness. government and enemies. 
M ore sophisticated and involved 
tricks are included. such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mal ia members 
and poli tical di rty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present d1rty tricks rang ing 
from the simple to lhe elaborate. SV2 
x 8'h. hardcover. 192 pp. $14.95 

THE MAKING OF A NINJA 
Ashida Kim's Training Camp 

by Anonymo us 
Enter the shadowy world of espron­
age as taught since ancient times to 
the mystic warriors of the night An 
anonymous agent takes you inside 
Kim 's camp 10 experience the tra ining 
of select recruits. Learn techniquesof 
ambush. escape. evasion, cover. 
conceatment, as well as all the nec­
essary survival skills. 5'h x 8'h, soh­
cover, photos, illus .. 184 pp. $10.00 

1987 M ILITARY HISTORY CALENDAR 
by Raymond Lyman 

The greatest deception plan of military history, the forgotten 
role of British forces in the Korean War. and the most formida­
ble operational fighter of World War II are but a few topics 
described in this 1987 Military History Calendar. Focusing on 
20th-century conflicts, this all-new calendar highlights nearly 
ten events each month which have changed the course of 
history. Emphasizing air power, this calendar also has photos 
of massive bomb-proof submannepens, flamethrowing tanks 
and more. Photos courtesy of the Smithsonian Institution, U.S. 
Arm y, U.S. Navy, U.S. Marine Corps, and the Imperial War 
Museum in London . 12 x 13, 41 photos. B&W. SB.9 5 

NINJA 1990 

1•11111111!111• 1111 by Scofl French & l ee lapin 
Ancient Ninja spied and fought with 
ancient weaponry. But you, the 
modern Ninja, have need of modern 
equipment. Electronic surveillance, 
ball istic armor. lie detector tests, 
shooting knives. transmitters. gyro-
jets-it's all here. right at yourfinger­
tips. Any mission is conceivable with 
the assis tance of this arsenal of 
information-why be wi thout 11 

L------~ longer? 9 x 12. hardcover. 515 
pp. $45.00 
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When you're not sure of what's out there, you have to 
depend on lightning-like reflexes to cope with any situa­
tion. And you need a defensive weapon that can respond 
just as fast and dependably as those reflexes. 

There's no question ... you need the Benelli 12 ga. Super 90 
shotgun! 

Tfie Super 90's rotating Montefeltro bolt system makes it 
the fastest firing shotgun you can buy. Its free carrier and 
external shell release produce fast ammo changes, making it 
the ideal choice of any special operation team. 

This remarkably versatile shotgun also incorporates a one 
piece alloy receiver for lighter weight and quick maneuver­
ability. The stock and forend are made of a rugged fiberglass. 

reinforced polymer, for those people who have to be where 
the action is. 

For speed, durabilify and unsurpassed firepower, select 
the Benelli Super 90 from H&K! · 

P7M8 Automatic Pistol is the perfect support weapon! 
The P7M8 incorporates the Continuous Motion Principle in 
the form of a unique cocking lever. This principle means the 
handgun can be drawn, cocl<ed and fired with a single 
action accuracy in one continuous motion w ith eith.er hand. 
No separate external safety to slow you down. 

The HK P7M8 is safer to carry than any other handgun 
and yet is instantaneously ready to be fired. 

In a world of compromise, some don't. 

For the name of your nearest H&K law 
enforcement representative and to receive 
our new color brochure, call toll-free: 
(800) 368-3658, in Virginia (800) 572-
2247. Or write on your department let­
terhead to: Heckler & Koch Inc., Law 
Enforcement Division, 14601 Lee 
Road, Chantilly, Virginia 22021. 

H&K firearms are designed to be as safe as possible at all times. But the safe handling and 
responsible use of a firearm are your responsibility. Read the owner's manual carefully before 

using your gun. Keep all firearms in a safe place at all times. And consult your local police depart­
ment for information on firearms instruction and gun ownership in your area. 



BOYCOTI 
GULF-CHEVRON 

Sirs: 
I cheer you for your 

stand against 
Gulf-Chevron, especially 
since I have read that 
much of this money is 
paid to Cuba for 
maintaining their forces 
in Angola. But why are 
you stopping there? This 
is just a drop in the 
bucket of business that's 
being carried on 
between communist 
countries and businesses 
in this country. 

Doris 0. 
Roundtree 

Richardson, 
Texas 

Regarding 
Gulf-Chevron 
Corporation. I have just 
cut my credit card into 
pieces and refuse to buy 
anything from Gulf. I 
doubt they would even 
blink an eye at this. I 
guess Red money 
spends just as easy to 
them as green money. 
Keep up the excellent 
work. If it were not for 
your magazine, I would 
be supporting them 
unknowingly. 

Tip Bums 
League City, 

Texas 

SOF ran a Bulletin 
Board item, "Fueling 
Marxist Fires, " in the 
September '86 issue, 
about Chevron 
Corporation's 
sponsoring of 
Soviet-Cuban 
adventurism in Africa. 
Here 's a reprint of the 
address for those who 
want to get directly 
involved: R. Cort 
Kirkwood, Gulf Out of 
Angola Project, The 
Conservative Caucus, 
Inc. , Dept. SOF, 450 
Maple Ave. East, 
Vienna, VA 22180, or 
call (703) 893-1550. 
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1 01<.AY , Ol<AY ! HfAD) WE HIT A S\'NA60GUE, TAil.$ WE KIDNAP A VAN K .' 

COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT . .. 

Sirs: 
In the August 1986 Combat Weaponcraft, "Good 

Enough for Custer," regarding pistols in combat, 
you failed to present the main idea behind wearing 
a pistol in combat. The fighting officer's pistol is 
intended for use on his own soldiers. In wartime an 
officer can use his weapon against soldiers gone 
mad, traitors, cowards, soldiers who refuse to carry 
out orders, etc. Threats or wounding may have the 
same effect, of course. Civil and military laws in 
different countries vary, and the officer's right to use 
his pistol varies also. Here in Sweden, the death 
penalty is totally abolished, even for traitors in 
wartime, but ·to defend one's life is an acceptable 
reason for shooting. In many communist countries 
there are laws that forbid you to surrender to the 
enemy if you're still alive. The pistol may in this 
case be used as an instrument of suicide. 

Name & address withheld 

You raise an interesting, and admittedly valid, 
point. Soviet NKVD political officers during World 
War II were notorious for shooting troops with a 
penchant for heading east instead of west, and the 
Russians certainly weren 't the only ones who used 
sidearms as a motivational technique. But the "lead 
by pistol point" method of command indicates 
acute leadership problems - something we try to 
rectify before the battle, not during it. 

SO F's 
VICE? ... 

Sirs: 
I thoroughly enjoyed " Hollywood 

Heat in Miami: The New Guns of 
Miami Vice" (October '86 SOF). It 
would have been even better if the 
criticism of the S&W Model 645 had 
been explained, however. 

G.K Nash 
Amarillo, Texas 

I have been a subscriber to SOF 
for three years. While living abroad 
it helped keep me informed as to 
the dispositions of political and 
military situations around the world, 
as well as assisting me in weapons 
research for a novel I am writing. 
The pastel pink and blue cover of 
your October issue with its article 
about Miami Vice was cute. I 
wonder, though, what kind of 
expertise Don Johnson has 
concerning weapons any more than 
Ed Asner has on Central America. If 
I wanted to read about television 
and Hollywood hoopla I would buy 
a movie magazine, but that is not 
the kind of magazine 1 am interested 
in. I am cancelling my subscription. 
Maintaining authority on military 
affairs while pursuing mass-appeal 
and television media personality 
hype seems incompatible to me. 
Until SOF decides which way it's 
going to go I'll save my money. 

Name withheld 
Seattle, Washington 

ls it "Soldier of Fiction" now, or 
perhaps "Soldier of Fashion?" A 
pink and blue cover? A very 
wasteful article. Are the yuppies in 
control over there or what? Designer 
scuba gear and now designer 
weapons. How about an article on 
why Jeff Cooper doesn' t think much 
of the S&W 645? Stop trying to be 
so " in" and remember that many of 
us protecting the American way of 
life are standing on the outside 
looking in. 

Steven J. Anderson 
Jeffrey D. Jones 
3rd Bn. 2nd Marines 

SOF has mixed coverage of 
various firearms, freedom fighters, 
and political bozos (and heros) so 
well that your magazine is never 
dull. But even players with great 
batting averages strike out once in a 
while, and I feel your "staff' article 
on Miami Vice's new hardware left 
innuendos about the new Smith 645 
that should be answered. 

The 645 can be safely cocked and 
locked with a simple no bucks 
modification that is absolutely 
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reliable. Jeff Cooper himself 
recommends it. He also doesn't like 
the Smith 39159 series, but different 
doesn't always mean bad. I've fired 
over 6,000 rounds in IPSC 
competition through my model 39, 
and it malfunctioned only once. 
When the 645 came out, it was 
logical to move up to a " real gun." 
I'm not sorry in the least. Was it a 
jewel right out of the box? No, but 
few things are nowadays. So the 
safety moves up instead of down 
like Colt. As long as you haven't 
had a lobotomy, this isn't something 
that should throw you. 

Brian A Jackson 
Lake City, Pennsylvania 

Due to the reader response we 
have been receiving after running 
"The New Guns of Miami Vice," we 
are prepared to deliver our own test 
and evaluation of the Smith & 
Wesson 645. Look for the review in 
an upcoming issue of Soldier of 
Fortune. 

CALLING 
ALL VETS ... 

Sirs: 
In May 1970, two Marines from 

my unit were declared M!As. In 
September 1970, I came home. But 
the two Marines did not. They are 
still in Southeast Asia - still missing 
in action. I remember Operation 
Homecoming in 1973 but cannot 
recall thinking of the two Marines 
from my unit. I guess I had forgotten 
about them. 

1983 finally rolled around and this 
veteran finally became involved in 
the POW/MIA issue and finally 
remembered the two Marines left 
behind in the jungle. Lieutenant 
Skibbe and Captain McVey, I 
apologize for forgetting about you. I 
was happy to be home and was so 
selfish. I just didn't think about you. 

I am only one veteran, and my 
voice can only be heard by so 
many. To you veterans reading this 
letter, stand up, get involved, stay 
involved and help bring our people 
home. It could have been me; it 
could have been you. 

Write to President Reagan, your 
senators, and your congressmen. 
Tell them of your concern and your 
desire to see positive action taken on 
'..'.this nation's highest priority." 

Bill A Davison 
USN - 1969/1970 
1st Recon. Bn. - 1st Mar. 

Div. 
Waynesburg, Pennsylvania 
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KNIFE 
TIPS ... 

Sirs: 
Bill Bagwell's recent Battle Blades, "Prolonging 

Your Knife Life" (September '86) contains an 
inaccuracy. He states, "A small Arkansas stone and 
a few drops of oil or diesel fuel are all that are 
required to keep a razor edge on your knife." John 
Juranitch, in his book The Razor Edge Book of 
Sharpening, clearly demonstrates that the use of oil 
is not only messy and expensive but will actually 
give you an inferior edge. 

I feel that this is an important piece of information 
for your readers, as the use of oil has too long been 
foisted on the sharpening public. 

John Hartford 
Sherman, Connecticutt 

Bill Bagwell stands by his comment about the 
quality of Arkansas stone (or novaculite) sharpening. 
It's cheap, easy-to-use, and pocket-sized. Lubricants 
such as oil, diesel fuel, water or spit are used only 
as a suspension medium so knife cuttings won 't clog 
the stone's pores, thus prolonging the stone's life. 
John Juranitch 's method of sharpening is fine if you 
are willing to pay the money for the right 
equipment. It's to each his own - but don 't think 
the more expensive system will put a better edge on 
your knife if you already know how to sharpen 
properly. 

The June '86 Battle Blades ("More Blade, Less 
Sheath") answered a problem I have had for many 
years - the best way of carrying my knife that I 
favor for protection while working at night. It's a 
shame American knife manufacturers have not used 
this great method with their fighting knives. 

My favorite knife is the Marine fighting knife -
Ka-Bar - which has never let me down. Although 
there are much higher quality knives on the market 
it is the one I feel most comfortable with, but 
because of its bulk I have always refrained from 
carrying it. After reading Bagwell's article I adjusted 
the sheath of my Camilus and it is indeed 
comfortable to wear. 

Robert Booth 
Portland, Oregon 

M IAMI VICE 
OVERSIGHT .. . 

Sirs: 
I felt I should inform 

you of a tremendous 
oversight in "Hollywood 
Heat in Miami: The 
New Guns of Miami 
Vice. " One company 
was slighted in 
recognition for their 
contribution of the 
Electroless Satin Nickel 
Finish applied to the Sig 
Sauer P-220 - T& T 
Technologies of 
Stafford, Texas. I am 
sure that you would 
want to give equal 
limelight to all 
companies who helped 
Miami Vice look good, 
as you did for all other 
companies involved. 

Charlotte 
Thompson 

Sales VP 
T&T 

Technologies, 
Inc. 

SOF recognizes the 
hard work and effort 
that many companies 
put into the upcoming 
Miami Vice series. 
Unfortunately, there are 
so many unsung people 
and companies involved 
with the inner workings 
of the weapons and 
equipment project that 
we were not able to 
mention them all. ~ 
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ADVENTURE GAME OF AMERICA 
NOW DECLARES AN END TO THE HIGH PRICES OF 

WAR GAMES SUPPLIES 
IT IS NOW LESS EXPENSIVE TO ST ART YOUR 

COMBAT ZONE/WAR GAME/ADVENTURE GAME 
THAN EVER BEFORE! 

• FAMOUS ADVENTURE 
GAME REPEATING 

CHECK OUR PRICES 

PISTOL NOW $95.00 
• .62 CAL PELLETS 6¢ each 

(4000 BOX) 

• .68 CAL. PELLETS FOR 
NEL SPOT, ETC. 6¢ each 
(3000 BOX) 

• .50 CAL. PELLETS FOR 
CROSSMAN GUN 3¢ each 
(7000 BOX) 

•AS ALWAYS, ALL ORDERS ARE CONFIDENTIAL. 
•ALL SHIPMENTS VIA "UPS NEXT DAY AIR". 

WE PAY THE SHIPPING AT NO EXTRA CHARGE. 
• CALL FOR BULK PRICING (OVER 50,000 PELL ETS) 
• SEND CERTIFIED CHEQUE OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

ADVENTURE GAME OF AMERICA 
25-1435 BONHILL ROAD, MISSISSAUGA ONTARIO L5T1V2 

OR CALL 
416-673-3077 or 800-387-3816 

FOR INFORMATION AND BULK PRICING. 
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MONARCHISTS 
SEIZE CITY ... 

The food riots in Iran 
aren't the only sign of 
the Khomeini regime's 
instability. (See 
"Rumblings From 
Tehran" in this Bulletin 
Board.) Monarchists 
supporting Reza Shah II , 
son of the late Shah, 
who was overthrown by 
radical Shi' ite Moslems, 
want to see the young 
Pahlavi take power. 

Three days after Reza 
Shah II pirated the 
signal of Iran's 
government-controlled 
television in early 
September to appear in 
homes across the 
nation, monarchists 
rioted and took over 
Zahedan, a major city in 
Iran's remote southeast 
comer near its border 
with Pakistan and 
Afghanistan. SOF 
sources say 50 
government employees 
connected with its 
communications 
apparatus were 
executed as a result of 
Reza Pahlavi's electronic 
stunt. 

Meanwhile, down in 
Zahedan, monarchists 
held complete control 
for four days and held 
out on a limited basis 
until late September, 
when Khomeini's 
Revolutionary Guards, 
supported by air, 
artillery and tank units, 
finally wiped out the last 
resistance. Sources say 
there were many 
defections to the 
monarchists from the 
police in Zahedan, 
which has rail and air 
links to Pakistan. 
Largely composed of 
Baluche tribesmen, 
Sunni Moslems whose 
tribal minority was 
protected under the 
Shah of Iran, the seizure 
of Zahedan included 
monarchist flags being 
flown and huge pictures 
of Reza Shah II being 
plastered on walls. 

Watch SOF for future 
reports .... 
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Send JANE FONDA 
To CHERNOBYL 
BUMPER STICKER, 

T-SHIRT IDEAS ... 
As a public service to its readers, Bulletin Board 

trashes Jane Fonda on a regular basis so people 
won't forget her traitorous past in collaborating with 
the communist government of North Vietnam. In 
this spirit we recommend to our readers a bumper 
sticker seen at the 7th Annual Soldier of Fortune 
Convention. It reads: "Send Jane Fonda To 
Chernobyl. " They cost $1 each and can be 
obtained by sending the appropriate amount to: 
Fonda Bumper Sticker, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
665, Moorpark, CA 93021. 

Among the many fine T-shirts seen at the 
convention, one really caught our fancy. It showed 
the GE Minigun like that used aboard AC-47 
gunships. The Minigun is portrayed over the 
General Electric corporate symbol, all above the 
slogan: "We Bring Good Things To Life." The 
shirts (specify size) cost $8.50 each (postage paid). 
Write: Minigun T-Shirt, EHK Corp., Dept. 
SOF, 7125 Q St., Suite 101, Omaha, NE 
68117. 

HONOR 
ROLL. .. 

El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund 
contributors: 

In memory of Robert Waggoner, 
Clint Hanson, Kevin Easley, John 
Steient, Jerome Price. 

Refugee Relief International, Inc.: 
Larry & Jamie Haw~ins, Charles R. 

Morris. 
Numerous donors requested their 

name not be printed. 

SURINAM 
COUP FLOPS ... 

Surinam is still drawing the 
attention of meres and would-be 
meres. (See "Mere Ripoff in 
Surinam;" SOF, August 1984.) The 
latest episode unfolded with the 
arrest this summer of 13 U.S. 
citizens at a remote airstrip outside 
New Orleans. Thomas L. Denley of 
Mississippi, an Army veteran who 
had worked with U.S. Customs and 
as a local law enforcement officer, 
was arrested as the alleged recruiter 
and group leader. News reports 
indicate Denley was promised $745 
million in Dutch gilders from the 
Amsterdam-based Anzus 
Foundation. Surinam's sagging 
economy, based completely on 
bauxite, the raw material used to 
produce aluminum, continues to 
spark interest in a change of 
government. Denley allegedly 
planned to pose as an international 
financier interested in making large 
investments. During a scheduled 
meeting with government leaders, he 
and his team allegedly planned to 
kidnap them and then call in a larger 
force of Miskito Indians. 

Like most would-be mere 
operations we've heard of in the 
recent past, however, this one failed 
due to security problems. Loose lips 
will surely sink a ship. In this case, it 
never left the dock. 

All the men involved pleaded 
guilty to charges ranging from 
violating the Neutrality Act to 
conspiracy to violate the Neutrality 
Act and attempting to carry firearms 
on a commercial aircraft. As of press 
time, sentencing had not been 
handed down. 

MAD MIKE 
WRITES ... 

He's not really mad, nor is he 
really miffed. But Colonel Mike 
Hoare wants SOF readers to know 
that a correction is in order if they 
plan to order his new book, The 
Seychelles Affair. It's not yet 
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Tfte w~~••y Pully® 

WP-200 Browntone 

MILITARY SWEATER 
100 % Pure Virgin Wool. 
Shoulder & Elbow Twill reinforcing 
Patches. Used by the Army, Marines, 
Air Force, Coast Guard, and many 
other demanding users. Made to 
rigorous U.S. and British Military 
specifications. Sizes 34 to 46. 

The Original - Made in England. 

Only $49.95 ppd. 

Sizes 48 & 50 $52.95 

DERBY TWEED New for 1985! 
Handsome Green Heather and Brown Tweed 
look is great for the outdoors and casual wear. 
WP-210, Derby Tweed $49.95 Sizes: 36 to 46 

CAMOWOOLLY PULLY® 
Registered military style pattern for the adventurous. 
Great match up with military camo BDUs. 
WP-70, Camo Woolly Pully Sizes: 36 to 46 $49.95 ppd. 
Select from these styles & colors: 
CREW NECK SIZES 
WP-110, Olive Green, USMC approved 5/77 
WP-115, Olive Green, w/epaulets 
WP-120, Navy Blue 
WP-127, Navy Blue, w/epaulets 
WP-130, RAF Blue/grey 
WP-170, Black 
WP-185, Sand (Tan) 
WP-200, Brownton•Ragg-look 
WP-70, Camouflage 

32-50 
34-50 
32-50 
36-46 
32-50 
34-46 
34-46 
34-46 
34-50 

V-NECK 
WP-121 , Navy Blue wfepaulets 
WP-125, Navy Blue 
WP-131, USAF Blue, wlepaulets . 
WP-171 , US Army Black, w/epaulets & patch 
WP-176, Black, US Naval Academy 
WP-180, Sand (Tan) 
WP-190, Peat Brown, US Fish & Wlldllle Senlce 

RANGER BOONIE HATS 
Floppy Vietnam Style Hat 
with the Short Brim. Military Fabrics. 
Made to Mil-spec design. Sizes: 7 , 7 1/4, 7 1'2, 73/ 4 . 

VRH-2, OD Boonie 
VRH-3, Black Boonie $11.95 ppd. 
VRH-5, Navy Blue Boonie 
VRH-7, Woodland Garno Boonie 
VRH-8, Day/Desert Boonie 

BATTLE DRESS UTILITIES , 
BRIGADE'S RIPSTOP 
COMBAT CLOTH™ 
Lightweight, rugged, and fully reinforced for the 
toughest conditions. Exclusive 65/35 RipStop 
Poplin. Made to Army patterns for the regular BOU, 
but more comfortable in our all-climate Combat ClotH. 
Coats: XS(1 ), S(2), M(3), L(4), XL(5). 
Trousers: XS(1), S(2), M(3), L(4), XL(5) Longs in 
S, M, Lonly. 
Colors: (1 ~ Woodland Camo (2) SWAT Black (3) 
TAC-TEAM Navy Blue (4) Urban Smoke Gray 

BRC, Combat Cloth Coat $38.95 ppd. 

BRT, Combat Cloth Trousers $38.95 ppd. 

Postpaid Shipping TOTAL ENCLOSED 

SIZES 
34-46 
34-46 
32·50 
32-50 
32·50 
34-46 
32-50 

COMMANDO JUMP SHEATH™ 

Our Exclusive Sheath provides greater wear flexibility and 
protection for your trusty edged t\:)ols. Internally lined with 
flexible-plastic, covered w ith water-repellent, mil-spec 
packcloth. May be carried on regular belts. Clips not incl. 
Select for 5", 8" , 12" and 18" blades. 
Colors: (1 )Camouflage, (3)Black. 
CJS5( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 5" $9.95 
CJS8( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 8" $10.95 
CJS12( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 12" $12.95 
CJS18( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 18" $14.95 
ALC-150, 2 ALICE Attaching Clips 4-pack $2.95 

WORLDWIDE SURVIVAL TOOL 
The Survival 1 2" Machete is a perfect choice for all 
Outdoorsmen. Every soldier should own.one. Chop, dig, 
skin , cut for survival or around the home. 

MCH312, Survival Machete 12". $9.95 ppd. 

COMMANDO WATCHBAND™ 

~ / 

'\~. 

Protects and conceals nighttime glow. Unique Velcro®doublelock 
band and crystal cover strap. Ideal for nightwork, hunting, and hard 
work. Measure wrist to nearest larger 1/4" mark for correct size. 

CB21, Garno Watchband $5.95 ppd. 

Also available in OD & Black 
Type 8 nylon web Parachute Webbing. 

CB1, Commando Watchband $5.50 ppd. 

tr:~" safte 
Revolutionary design 
is multi-pocketed and 
is worn suspended 
around th.e neck. 

For ultra high security! Ideal for' travelers, hikers, 
military personnel, children, and women. Holds 
currency, coins, keys, passport, travel 
documents, accessories. 
Closed Size: 53/4 x 73/4 " . 
Colors: Camo, Olive Drab, Black, Navy, Tan. 

KEP-82, Trek Sat $12.95 ppd. 

Send Check, Money Order or charge to Visa, Mastercard, Amex., 
or Diners Club. Foreign orders must request postage rates. 

Card# ______________ Expires: __ _ 

Name ____________ _________ _ 

Send FREE Catalogue of Basics for Life Products. Address __________ __________ _ 

Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd.- city _____________ _ 

266 Roswell Street (60M), Marietta GA 30060 
State ____________ Zip ________ _ 

® Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard Call [404) 428-1234 Money Back Guarantee 



available from an American 
publishing house. Those who wish 
to procure an autographed copy of 
the most recent book from the most 
famous soldier of fortune of the 
modem era should write: Colonel 
Mike Hoare, P.O. Box 4ED, 
Dept. SOF, London WlA 4ED, 
England. The hardbound copy can 
be obtained by cash, check or 
money order made payable to Col. 
Hoare. The cost is $29. 95 per copy 
surface mail, or $34. 95 air mail. 

M IAMI VICE 
ADDITION ... 

There are so many people 
involved in bringing the TV cop 
show Miami Vice to your tube that it 
would take volumes to acknowledge 
them all. But SOF left an important 
group out of the line-up. Weapons 
Specialists Ltd. (61 Lexington Ave., 
New York, NY 10010) modifies, 
rents and maintains weapons for 
film, television and theatrical 
productions. They have also been 
instrumental in training Miami Vice 
personnel in weapons handling and 
safety. 

We goofed when identifying the 
modified Ithaca shotgun carried by 
Phillip Michael Thomas. It was 
designed and modified by Rick 
Washburn of Weapons Specialists 
Ltd. (See SOF, October '86, pg. 
43.) The holster for this unique 
weapon is by Dennis Gaylor of 
DeSantis Leather. 

DO YOU 
KNOW HER? ... 

Bulletin Board advised SOF 
readers in the February 1986 issue 
that Nicaragua's Daniel Ortega used 
a Diner's Club credit card to buy 
designer eyeglasses. (See Bulletin 
Board, "Blind to Hypocrisy." ) Now 
comes a similar report about another 
prominent communist, one more 
indication that communism might 
make everyone equal, but some 
sure seem a hell of a lot more equal 
than others. 

It seems that a Soviet woman 
named Raisa Gorbachev - wife of 
a certain well-known Soviet citizen 
- was shopping for diamond 
earrings at Cartier's in London. 
Comrade Ms. Gorbachev paid for 
the purchase with an American 
Express card, according to 
Washingtonian magazine. "I think 
she does" have a card, a New York 
spokesman for the credit card 
company responded when queried. 
"But I don't know whether it's green 
or gold." 
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RUMBLINGS 
FROM TEHRAN . .. 

Apparently all's not well in the capital of the 
fundamental Islamic Revolution. SOF sources inside 
Iran report sporadic food riots and regular 
anti-government demonstrations against the war 
with Iraq. A particularly sore point among critics of 
Ayatollah Khomeini's regime is the conscription of 
children - some as young as 12 - into his 
Revolutionary Guards. One source, who must not 
be named, witnessed a demonstration in the 
lower-class Thirteen Aband area of Tehran which 
turned into a riot. He said the mob spotted a car 
containing five Revolutionary Guard members, 
picked it up, turned it over and set it afire with the 
men inside. 

This and other reports of almost daily gunfire and 
sporadic bombing by anti-Khomeini activists were 
confirmed in coded telephone conversations with 
in-country sources. However, telephonic 
communication with Iran was abruptly interrupted 
for two weeks in August amid unconfirmed rumors 
of a coup attempt. Whatever the case, the 
communications blackout was real. 

There were other indications of internal unrest, 
however. The 5 August edition of Iran's official 
government daily, Kayhan, reported that Colonel Ali 
Sayad Shirazi, head of Iran's ground forces, had 
been relieved of his command. He was replaced by 
Colonel Hussein Hassani-Sa'adi, who the 
newspaper reported "was assigned to the new post 
because of Colonel Sayad Shirazi's responsibility at 
the Supreme Defense Council." SOF sources say 
Shirazi was removed because of his strong 
opposition to another offensive against Iraq and 
resentment over the groi.ving domination of Iran's 
regular armed forces by the Revolutionary Guards. 

A week after this report, Captain Ali Akbar 
Mohamadi, personal pilot for Iran's President 
Khamenei and Speaker of the Parliament Hasemi 
Rafsanjani, defected to Iraq with Rafsanjani's private 
airplane. Also on board were two co-pilots and an 
engineer. The four asked for political asylum in 
West Germany. There is some speculation that they 
provided the Iraqis with limited intelligence on 
planning for Iran's next offensive. The Iranians 
apparently tried to cut their losses by speeding up 
the plan, launching an offensive over Labor Day 
weekend. 

THE POLITICS OF 
MIAMI VICE ... 

Just when you 
thought Miami Vice was 
a simple cop show, they 
go and do something 
strange. Instead of 
sticking to busting 
cocaine-smuggling bad 
guys, the script writers 
have gotten involved in 
international affairs and 
taken a shot at the 
contras in Nicaragua. In 
an episode aired on 3 
October 1986, Detective 
Crockett gets sucked 
into a cover-up 
involving a bunch of 
mercenaries (the 
implication is that they 
are sanctioned by the 
U.S. government). A 
lowlife acquaintance of 
Crockett's was in a 
small village in 
Nicaragua where he 
filmed an American-led 
group of contras who 
shoot up the village and 
kill a priest in cold 
blood. He gets the film 
out of the country, but 
spends the rest of the 
show eluding 
government goons led 
by - get this - G. 
Gordon Liddy. 

How did a guy like 
Liddy get involved in a 
story like this? Liddy 
couldn't be reached for 
comment, so your guess 
is as good as ours. SOF 
also tried to reach the 
public relations section 
for Miami Vice, but they 
refused to return our 
calls. Maybe they have 
something to hide. 

If you are as outraged 
as we are over this 
not-so-subtle piece of 
disinformation, call 
Universal Television at 
(81$) 777-1000, or 
write to the supervising 
producer of the Michael 
Mann Co. , Kerry 
McCluggage, at 100 
Universal City Plaza, 
Bldg. 69, Universal City, 
CA 91608. 

Continued on page 112 
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Did the "Most Dangerous Man 
in Europe" deserve 

his reputation? £ill?lll~.....& 
,.._ni:tl..,...-., .. v .. -

~ir°t~~ THEU.S. 

DELTAsu~~lt 

Get 
Kommando 
FREE ~?mbership. 

fDBtE MANUAL 

0133 $14.95 t 8219 $ 7.95 3103 $18.95 

OBi\ 

• s.,,i1>.,1119a4- ll>45 
D."1hi.:s 

SS Major Otto Skorzeny 
July 1943 

0 tto Skorzeny' s 
outrageous rescue 

of Mussolini gave him 
the reputation. 

But did he deserve it? 

Was Skorzeny forced to 
risk his life and Mussolini's ... 
by escaping in an overloaded glider? Or was there 
a much safer, though less dramatic way to do it? 

Find out. Join the Military Book Club and get Kommando 
-FREE with membership. Follow the intense rivalry 
between Admiral Canaris, SS General Heydrich and Major 
Skorzeny. And discover for yourself whether the Mussolini 
rescue mission was an unrivaled act of bravery ... or one 
man's masterpiece of propaganda! 

Plus any 3 books for 98¢~~~hership. 
Here's how the Club Plan works: You'll get 3 books for only 98¢ plus shipping and handling and your FREE BOOK 
and FREE WW II MAPS- when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any application. However. once 
accepted, if you are not completely satisfied with your introductory books, return them within 10 days at our 
expense. Your membership will be cancelled and you will owe nothing. The FREE BOOK and FREE MAPS are yours to 
keep in any case. 
Huge selection: As a Club member, you'll ha~ over 350 titles to choose from- a tremendous variety of the very best 
military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustrations and maps. Many books are ditticult to find 
anywhere else. 
How you save money. The Club otters its own complete hardbound editions (sometimes 
altered in size to fit special presses). Club editions save you up to 30% ott publishers' 
hardcover edition prices. A shipping and handling charge is added to each shipment. 
Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you'll receive the free Club 
magazine describing coming Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition. up to 4 times a 
year, you may receive offers of special Selections, always at discounts off publishers' 
prices. If you want the featured Selection(s), do nothing- shipment will be made 
automatically. If you prefer an Alternate-or no book at all- indicate this on the order 
form and return it by the date specified. You'll have at least 10 days to decide. If you 
have less than 10 days, and you receive an unwanted Selection, you may return 1! at 
our expense and owe nothing. 
The choice Is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular low 
Club prices during the next 2 years. You may resign any time after purchas-
ing your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership for as long as you like. 

Club editions save you up to 30% ott publishers' list prices quoted above. 

TWO FULL COLOR 
241h " x 19" 
WW II MAPS 

FREE 
with membership 

tSofl cover 

rMili~s~k<Tu~--------1 
Dept. BS-861 , Garden City, NY 11535 
Yes, please accept my membership application and send me the 3 
books marked in the boxes below, plus my FREE BOOK and FREE WW II 
MAPS. Bill me only 98¢ plus shipping and handling for the 3 books. I 
agree to the Club plan presented in this ad, and understand that I need 
buy just 4 more books at regular low Club prices any time I want during 
the next 2 years. 

m~yo;~\~~~~~:°b~~~~ ~i~~/ndf~~~~sd a~fti~~':x~~~~~ ~ ~see~g!~~~fp 1 

will be cancelled and I will owe nothing. No matter what I decide. I may 
keep my FREE BOOK and FREE MAPS. 

~~~e~ ~68~.aready own Kommando, please choose another title for your 

Mr. 
Mrs.------- - =-- --- -----Ms. (pleasep11nt) 

Address Apt. No. ___ _ 

City __________ State ___ Zip __ _ 

1f under 18, parent must sign. ____________ _ 

Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian membm serviced 

L~~~~~~~~~-----~~J 



MOST of us have noticed the 
growing number of police deaths at the 
hands of criminals. The alarming fact is 
that many of these criminals are better 
armed than the police officers they 
confront. The FBI shootout in Miami a 
few months ago is a sad example of 
cops being outgunned by bad guys. 

Police officers in some parts of the 
country are finding out the hard way 
that the six-shooter just doesn't have 
the firepower necessary in these kinds 
of encounters. In order to come out on 
top in the law enforcement game, they 
may have to adopt weapons and tac­
tics in accordance with the capabilities 
of the enemy. And the first step is a 
new side arm. 

More and more police departments 
are considering trading in their service 
revolver for a high-capacity magazine 
autoloader. But which one? In my 
opinion, the Glock 17 is the best 
alternative for replacing the police re­
volver. An officer with 20 years on the 
force has had the workings and tech­
niques of revolver shooting ingrained 
in him until it has become instinctive. 
The last thing he wants is to re-learn 
everything on a new weapon. 

When switching from revolver to 
autoloader a new set of motor skills has 
to be learned - everything from safe­
ties and magazine release to grip 
angles and trigger pull. And that has 
always been an obstacle for police de­
partments wanting to switch to semi­
autos. But Glock has corrected that 
problem, so there is less time spent in 
transitional training. 

Besides transitional training consid­
erations, what other advantages does 
the Glock 17 offer to law enforcement 
agencies looking for an autoloader to 
replace their wheel guns? Let's take a 
look at some of them. 

SAFETY - Basically the Glock is 
fired just like a revolver. There is no 
safety to fool with (or forget) and the 
trigger pull is the same for each shot -
long, like a double-action revolver. 

The Glock 17' s safety is simple in 
design and construction - it requires 
only a trigger safety. Because of the 
long pull of the trigger, it is as difficult to 
have an accidental discharge with the 
Glock as it is with a revolver. 

Recently, a Midwestern police de­
partment was looking at the Glock 1 7 
for use by its SWAT team and the 
question of an AD caused by a sharp 
blow to the front of the barrel came up. 
This can sometimes happen to 
weapons with inertia firing pins, and 
although the Glock does not have a 
firing pin of this type, a test was con­
ducted to see whether the Glock 17 
was susceptible to the same malady. 

A primed case (no powder, no bul­
let) was loaded into the chamber. The 
weapon was then struck on the muzzle 
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by jack Thompson 

Glocks for Cops 

Is the Glock 17 the ideal 
replacement for the police service 
revolver? 

several times wi~h a mallet. The 
weapon did not fire. Next, the pistol 
was punched against a wall - muzzle 
first, several times - to simulate a fall­
ing police officer with weapon in hand. 
This also failed to discharge the pistol. 
Enough said. 

RELIABILITY - At the Austrian 
army trials the Glock fired 15,000 
rounds without a single stoppage or 
malfunction. I have yet to talk with a 

COMBAT 
EXPERIENCE 

Jack Thompson has dealt with 
weapons and wai:fare most of hjs adult 
life and his experience has spanned the 
globe. He served in the USMC in Viet~ 
nam, fought 1n RhOde!lia wi.th both the 
SAS and the Selous ·Scouts, trained 
troopers in Central America and pro" 
vided bodyguard servicesfor diplomat­
ic personnel. 

Glock owner who has had a stoppage 
or malfunction, and I have personally 
fired over 500 rounds through a Glock 
without a problem. 

ACCURACY - Firing the Glock 17 
off a sandbag at 25 meters with ball 
ammo produced a five-round three­
inch group. At 50 meters a 12-inch 
plate hit the dirt six times out of six. 

If the inherent accuracy of the 
weapon is good, then the practical 
accuracy is excellent. The Glock 17 is 
blessed with some of the fastest out-of­
the-box sights I've ever used. The 
black front sight post has a white dot 
which leaps into view whenever the 
pistol comes to eye level. The square 
notch of the rear sight is outlined in 
white. This combination makes for fast 
sights that are especially easy to use in 
low-light conditions. 

FIREPOWER- This is the Glock's 
strong suit. With 1 7 rounds in the 
magazine plus one in the chamber, a 
single fully-loaded Glock has the fire­
power of a revolver-toting police offi­
cer plus his basic load. Along with two 
extra magazines (52 rounds) , the 

Continued on page 109 
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A significant number of military 
small arms attract dust or serve as ex­
pensive paperweights because their 
owners cannot locate proper ammuni­
tion for them. Take the famous Steyr­
Hahn military pistol, or the Steyr­
Solothum submachine guns as exam­
ples. Chambered for the 9mm Steyr 
cartridge, the last box of that 1912 an­
tique I examined was in El Salvador. It 
was manufactured by RWS in 1935 
and you can be sure that most of it has 
turned bad. 

Worse yet, how about the 7.62mm 
Russian Nagant revolver cartridge with 
its bullet seated entirely within the 
case? Just try to reload that grotesque 
number on a Dillon RL550. 

Well, you don't have to. Fiocchi of 
America, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 1308 W. 
Chase, Springfield, MO 65803) stocks 
factory-fresh ammunition in both of 
these calibers, as well as a few other 
strange ducks, like .455 Webley (Mk 
II) , .30 Luger and 7.63mm Mauser. 

And there are several other valuable 
sources for arcane ammunition - like 
7.5mm Swiss (for Schmidt-Rubin 
straight-pull rifles and the PE-5 7 
assault rifle) or 7. 92mm Kurz (for the 
MP44 assault rifle). 

Navy Arms Co. (Dept. SOF, 689 
Bergen Blvd., Ridgefield, NJ 07657) 
stocks 7.92mm blanks, and Hansen 
Cartridge Company (Dept. SOF, 244 
Old Post Road, Southport, CT 06490) 
carries WWII vintage Japanese 6.5mm 
rifle and 7. 7mm machine gun 
ammunition packed in Hotchkiss trays. 
The latter cannot be fired through 
Japanese type 99 rifles. 

Century International Arms, Inc. 
(Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 714, St. Albans, 
VT 05478) can supply 7.5mm French, 
8mm Lebel and 7.62x54R Russian 
ammunition at reasonable prices. 

There are a lot of surplus Walther PP 
Super pistols available and they re­
quire a diet of 9x18mm Ultra fodder. 
Geco loads this cartridge with a 95-
grain FMJ lead-cored bullet that has a 
truncated-cone shape. Although this 
bullet has a diameter of only .355 inch­
es, it will still wobble safely down the 
barrel of your Makarov pistol or WZ63 
machine pistol. Don't try to reverse the 
process and fire 9mm Makarov ammo 
with its .364-inch bullet in your Wal­
ther PP Super. 9x18mm Ultra 
ammunition can be purchased from 
the Old Western Scrounger, Inc. 
(Dept. SOF, 12924 Highway A-12, 
Montague, CA 96064). They also in­
ventory 6.5mm Italian Carcano, 
6.5x53R Dutch Mannlicher, 
6. 5x58mm Portuguese-Vergueiro, 
7.35mm Italian Temi and other obso­
lete military calibers. 

And if all else fails, Richard Doolit­
tle of Cartridge Specialties (Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 28067, Detroit, MI 
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Arcane Ammo 
and Tough Targets 

Peter Kokalis' tips this month 
include arcane ammo sources, 
cheap blasting ball, targets and 
Bilsom hearing protectors. 

48228) can custom load some really 
off-the-wall stuff, like 9mm Nambu 
revolver, 9mm Largo, 8mm Lebel 
revolver and 7.65mm French Long 
pistol ammunition. 

Blaster Ball 
What about those of us who shoot 

less esoteric items, ·like MAC-lOs, 
Stens, UZ!s, HK MP5s and S&W Mod­
el 76s? 9mm Parabellum submachine 
guns consume mammoth quantities of 
ball ammo. But it doesn' t need to be 
Winchester or Remington. It just needs 
to be cheap. 

Bill Petri (Dept. SOF, 26 Brookhill 
Lane, Norwalk, CT 06851) ·can pro­
vide blasting ammo at the right price. 
Howabout$109for1 ,008 rounds? It's 
British (headstamped: 'H broadarrow 
N,' '44,' '9mm IIZ') and even though it 
was manufactured in 1944, only about 
two percent have dead primers. The 
115-grain FMJ bullet will still squirt out 
of an MP5's barrel at 1,227 fps and 
that's not one whit slower than factory-

fresh Winchester-Western. It's Berdan 
primed and corrosive, so you' ll have to 
scrub the bore with hot soapy water 
afterward. I've been burning corrosive 
ammo down barrels for a quarter of a 
century with no problems. 

Stay away from Bill's Italian 9mm 
Parabellum (headstamped: 'M38,' 
'9'). The case lengths are erratic and 
some will not chamber in submachine 
guns like the MPS. Petri also sells .303 
British, .30-06, 7.62x51mm NATO, 
7.92mm and 5.56x45mm NATO at 
machinegunners' prices. 

Once difficult to locate and expen­
sive, 7.62x39mm ComBloc ammuni­
tion has dropped to affordable levels. 
Your SKS or AKS rifle can consume 
large quantities of PRC ball when it's 
priced at only $159.95per1,000 from 
Pacific International Merchandising . 
Corporation (Dept. SOF, 2215 'J' 
Street, Sacramento, CA 95816). 
Targets 

Now that you've stocked up on 
enough ammunition to supply a battal­
ion, you'll need something to shoot at. 
Most law enforcement agencies use 
lifesize friend/foe targets by Duelatron. 
I find them to be a bit too cartoonish in 

JANUARY 87 



For the Best Buys in Fine Knives. • • 
Spyderco 

Clip-ItSM 
~ . o 

"Of all the knives 
you own, this is the one 

you'll carry with you the most." 

Worker, 2 5/8' clip pt. $36.00 

Mariner, 3 1/2" sheepsfoot $44.00 

Hunter, 2 5/8' drop pt. $36.00 

Executive, 2 1/8" drop pt. $32.50 

Standard, 2 5/8" skinning $24.00 

Police, 3 7 /8' mod. c lip pt. $52.50 

Tri-Angle Sharpener $28.00 

Order serrated or non-serrated. 
left or right hand use. 

FER-DE-LANCE 
$95.95 
RETAIL $135.00 

' r · 
I 
I 

-----! 
TIMBA I 

$97.95 I 
RETAIL $139.00 I 

i 

\1 
6 1/2' stainless blades• 12' overall lengths 

Textured micarta handle • military non-glare finish 
LWetime warranty • Black nylon sheath 

Al Mar 
RETAIL OUR PlllCE 

#3003 Sere/Attack, 
camo mlcarta . . .. .... . . $175.00 $157.50 

#3004 Sere/Attack, 
neoprene .. . .. . .. . ... .. Sl 75.00 $157.50 

#3006 Sere 7" fixed blade ... . $185.00 $166.50 
#5001A Fang I ... . . . .. . . . . . $120.00 $108.00 
#5001BFang11 .. . .. . .. . .. .. $160.00 $144.00 
#4003 Ullllty Tank en .. . . ... . . S 90.00 $ 81.00 
#4004 Shugoto .... . ....... . $100.00 $ 90.00 
#1006AW A lrwelght . . ..... .. s 39.00 $ 35.00 

W Pacific Cutlery 
U.S.A. PRODUCTION 

4" Bali-Son 

~.~:~~9~ 
) 

144-TANTO 

NEW from Pacific Cutlery, U.SA Production Bali­
Songs with the same 4' blade length. heft and 
feel as the expensive Custom Series. 10-Year 
Warranty. 

Gerber 

BMF 
$119.95 
RETAILS 150.00 

Available with 
or without 
sawteeth 

• l/4'thickblade 
• Full tang construction 
• 13 1/4" overall 
• Dupont Hypalon handle 
• Cordura jump sheath 
• Diamond sharpening stone 
• Jeweled compass 

Gerber 
RETAIL OUR PlllCE 

Guardian. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $42.50 $34.00 
Guardian Camo . . . . . ..... .. $49.50 $39.50 
Guardian II Camo . . . ...... . $69.50 $55.50 
Mark I .. .... . . . ... .. ...... $49.50 $39.50 
Ma rk II . . .. ...... .. .. ..... . $59.50 $47.50 
Command I . .. ... . . . ...... $49.50 $39.50 

Fantoltk: aeledlon ot Gerber kntvet and occenof1" In stockl 

Cold Steel ... . ca11 tor BEST PRICES 

Leatherman@ 
Pocket Survival Tool™ 

$2995 
RETAIL $45.00 

• 4 " Closed - 5 Ounces 
• 100% stainless 
• 25 Year Warranty 
• Sheath Included 

' 

FULL 
SIZE 

FULL 
STRENGTH ~ 
• Needlenose Pliers ',, 

........ 0 
f , i • Regular Pliers 

• Wire Cutters 
• Knife Blade 
• Ruler 
• Can / Bottle Opener 
• Large Screwdriver 
• Small Screwdriver 
• Phillips Screwdriver 
• File I Saw 
• Awl / Punch 

Gerber 
MARK II 
The world 's most famous 
and copied survival knife 
is available now in a 
very limited factory 
ed ition. 
This reproduction 
has all the features 
of the original 
"angled blade" 
Mark II designed 
for American 
forces in 

VERY 
LIMITED 

ORDER 
TODAY 

Vietnam. Each of these 
commemorative 

knives is individually 
serial numbered and 

accompanied by a 
leather scabbard and 

certificate of authentic ity. 

404 s 8th st. f(""utler!J Boise. ID a3702 

~ 5~0~~e208-343-7640 

SHIPPING: $3 TO 48-STATES, $7 TO APO'S, FPO'S, 
ALASKA. HAWAII & CANADA, $6 C.O.D. CHARGE. 
SEND $1 FOR OUR SPECIAL KNIFE CATALOG -
CATALOG IS FREE WITH YOUR PURCHASE. 
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BUOi 00 't'OU HAVE llfE NEW 
SOF? HY RIFLE IS &ING RE­
VIEWED IN IT ... AND 'w'E WERE 
FOU.OWING ll-IAT STORY 
FROM EL SALVAOOR AND 
lMEY WER£ SUPPOSED TO 
RUN SOMEnilN& ON OUR OlD 
OUTFIT IN VIETNAM ANO ... 

r 
I 

$11001 I 

UBSCRIBE 
NOW! 

COOL OFF, MAN - I'VE &oT 
IT RIGHT HERE. 1rs ALL IN 
THERE. YOU OUGHT iO 
SUSSCR\BE LIKE I 00. 
SOF ARRIVES EVERY 
MONlH LIKE CLOCKWORK 
... ANO I SAVE A LDT OF 
MONEY~ 
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appearance. There are two excellent 
alternatives. Know Your Enemy (Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 794, Anaheim, CA 
92805) can provide lifesize, full-color 
"Ivan," " Terrorist" and " NVA" 
targets that will make your blood boil. 
They're $2 each plus $2.50 for HIS of 
any quantity. They're all foes and you 
take no hostages. 

Those of a gentler persuasion, or 
police personnel, might prefer the ex­
tremely lifelike targets offered by 
RealisticTrainingSystems (Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 254, Faribault, MN 55021). 
They're all dirtballs, six in all, of both 
sexes and every ethnic type. You can 
tum them into pussycats with a series 
of friendly overlays. A trial pack of 30 
targets and 30 overlays costs $60, 
F.O.B. Faribault. The price goes down 
as the quantity of your order goes up. 

If you want something more sub­
stantial to beat on, Action Crafters 
(Dept. SOF, 1010 S. State Street, 
Tacoma, WA 98405) weld up the 
beefiest knockdown and dueling metal 
targets I've ever thrown lead at. They 
fabricated the standard IPSC-type 
"pepper poppers"; high-stress, man­
on-man balance beams; automatic­
reset targets; and "five on line" knock­
down combat silhouettes. These mild 
steel reactive targets are not cheap, but 
they'll last longer than you will. 

Bilsom,Hearing Protectors 
When you start blazing away at the 

target of your choice, you'd better stuff 
something in your ears unless you 
want to end up deaf. Bilsom Interna­
tional, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 11800 Sunrise 
Valley Drive, Reston, VA 22091) 
makes a large variety of hearing pro­
tection, from disposable, single-use 
earplugs to premium ear muffs. Bilsom 
is a leading manufacturer of industrial 
hearing protection and one of the prin­
cipal contractors to the U.S. armed 
forces and federal law enforcement 
agency ranges. 

Bilsom's low-priced SOFT ear plugs 
use soft fibers and foam covered with a 
thin, dirt-repellent film to attain a noise 
reduction rating of 26dB. Their Per-Fit 
soft silicone plugs with conical shape 
and ribbed hood can be boiled or ster­
ilized in alcohol. Long lasting, they 
offer excellent protection and comfort. 
Bilsom has six different ear muffs avail­
able that range in price from only 
$9.60 to $24.95. They all have wide, 
lightweight foam cushions. Top-of­
the-line Viking and Comfort muffs 
have fully-rotating padded headbands 
that offer three wearing positions. 
They also sell high-style safety glasses 
from $6.95 to $54.95. 

Hearing loss is not a joke. Noise-in­
duced hearing deficiencies can never be 
restored. But it's never too late to protect 
whatever you have left. I wish I had 
started using something like Bilsom's 
hearing protectors 30 years ago. ~ 
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PENETRATING 
.LIGHTPOWER -~ 

It's dark, the enemy is near. 
You need to spot him before he 
spots you. You have a Steiner 
?x5Q Commander with built in 
compass and rangefinder; the@ 
world's brightest and most :: 
advanced military binocular. 
You spot him, determine his , 
direction and range him in. ,. • . 
Mission accomplished. Time to 
move on! Built-in compass and 

Steiner 7xSO Commander; 
ideal for all artillery and field applica­
tions. Also available: ?x5QG Military­

Marine without compass. 1Qx5QG 
Military-Marine fo r high power bright­
ness, 6x30G and 8x30G compact mil­

itary binoculars. Steiner is used by 

mi!. scale show direction 
more than 40 military forces worldwide 

and meets all NATO and U.S. mil. 
and distance ol your target. specs. 

Pioneer Marketing & Research t·nc. 
216 Haddon Ave. STEINER 

Westmont, NJ 08108 
(609) 854-2424 BINOCULARS 

TWX: 710-943 -1341 Pio neer 

TOP GUN FLIGHT JACKET 
Look the part. This type G- 1 flyers jacket is 
I 00% lmbskin. It has 2 large breast pockets, 
and I inside pocket. The leather has already 
broken in with a special ageing process. It's 
brand new' It only looks old. 
Color: Brown, sizes: 36-50 S 179. 95 

j VISA [ffi 
P.O. BOX 600 Sl.OOS&H per item/S2.SOou1s1deU.S.A 

REISTERSTOWN, MO 21136 ~:~,,~~1~d&o;:~:~~~:'/'" Acct# 
TOLL I CUSTOMER MD. Res,dents Add 5', Tax. 
FREE SERVICE Complete Catalog S2.00 

1-800-626-5166 JOJ.1!33-1540 

UPDATE ART, INC. 
333 Fifth Ave., N.Y., N.Y. 10016 

19 x 25 Color Poster $5.00 
Send copies x $5.00 = $ __ _ 

Add shipping and handling $2.50 

Total enclosed$ __ _ 

Address ___________ _ 

City/State/Zip _________ _ 

Allow 2 weeks for delivery 

-------------------------~ 
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SELOUS SCOUTS - A PICTO­
RIAL ACCOUNT. By Peter Stiff. 
Galago Publishing (Pty) Limited, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 404, Alber­
ton 1450, Republic of South Afri­
ca. Hardcover. 176 pp. $25.00. 
Review by John Coleman. 

''A RMPITS with eyeballs," su-
perb bush fighters or, if you're so in­
clined, terrorists. Call the Selous 
Scouts what you will, but they were 
Rhodesia's sharpest spear point during 
the country's fight for national survival. 

Peter Stiff has done an excellent job 
with Pictorial in chronicling the his­
tory, men and operations of the Scouts 
as they battled ZANLA and ZIPRA ter­
rorists through their unique brand of 
"pseudo gang" warfare. The regi­
ment's clandestine nature makes it 
tough to document, but Stiffs research 
is comprehensive: He draws material 
from the few remaining official files of 
the unit, interviews with former Scouts 
and security force members, and his 
own service with Rhodesia's BSAP. 

As a basic look at counterterrorist 
operations in southern Africa and for 
an· appreciation of the men who fight 
its "dirty wars," you won't find a better 
starting point for a subject study than 
Pictorial. 

SUPER CARRIER. By George C. 
Wilson. Macmillan Publishing 
Company, Dept. SOF, 866 Third 
Avenue, New York, NY 10022. 
1986. Hardcover. $19.95. Review 
by Gary B. Crouse. 

WHILE debate rages over the fu­
ture of the Navy's aircraft carriers, the 
efforts of the officers and men who go 
to sea in these ships are forgotten. 
George Wilson's detailed and moving 
account of his seven months onboard 
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IN REVIEW 

the aircraft carrier USS John F. Ken­
nedy may help to correct that. 

As a journalist, Wilson was on board 
from September 1983 until May 1984. 
His cruise included many dramatic 
moments, among them the U.S. bom­
bardment of Lebanon following the 
destruction of the Marine headquarters 
in Beirut. But throughout his book, 
Wilson maintains his focus on the life­
blood of-the Kennedy - its men. His 
ability to gain their trust and friendship 
is what makes his book work. 

Wilson covers the Kennedy from the 

THE KOREAN WAR: PUSAN TO 
CHOSIN; AN ORAL HISTORY. By 
Donald Knox. Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich Publishers, Dept. 
SOF, 111 Fifth Avenue, New 
York, NY 10003. Hardcover. 
$24. 95. 697 pages. Review by 
James L. Pate. 

THERE are many ways to tell a war 
story. The oral history format is one of 
the best. When properly blended, one 
gets from numerous individual 

keel to the signal bridge, from the 
foc'sle to the fantail. He talks with the 
skipper, the boilermates, the aviators 
and seemingly anyone else who would 
stand still long enough to share their 
thoughts. 

It's rare that the demands of journal­
ism and the best interests of our mili­
tary are compatible. But Wilson has 
managed to bridge the gap and in 
doing so has performed an invaluable 
service to a country that too easily 
forgets the efforts of its fighting men. 

accounts a perspective from the fox­
hole looking up all the way to the 
proverbial big picture seen by general 
officers. 

Donald Knox, well-known to mili­
tary readers as co-author of Colonel 
Charlie Beckwith's book, Delta Force, 
has in his latest book produced a 
monumental work of oral history re­
search on the Korean War. Knox inter­
viewed hundreds of Korean War vets, 
from privates all the way up to general 
officers. He transcribed the interviews, 
organized them into chronological 
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PARATROOPER BAG 

WET SHOT UZI 

This rugged bag has been a hit with our Airborne Forces for years because 
it can be packed with personal essentials and be ready to go in a flash . 
Behind each group of 3 pockets there is a full-length pouch for books, 
files or personal identification . Completely washable. 12x9 1/2x6". Your 
choice of black Cordura © nylon or olive drab canvas with black nylon 
shoulder strap. 
SF05-2614 Black Cordura® Nylon . 
SF05-2617 Olive Drab Canvas . 

. . . . . . . . $32.95 
$32.95 

This UZI shoots a stream of water over 20 feet and does it with the sound of 
gunfire. Your " victim" hears the noise, but gets hit with water. Imagine 
the shock from this realistic toy. Comes complete with two "ammo" clips, 
each holding abo'..lt 200 shots of water. Black plastic and 14" long . 
SF06-0100 ................ ..... .............. .. .. ......... ... $8.99 

COMMANDO AITACHE 
U.S. Cavalry 's exclusive design for the customer we know best - You! All 
Cordura® nylon dispatch case with heavy web straps and Fastex® buckles. 
Includes pockets for everything from calculators to ammo clips and also has 
deep zippered pouches for papers and stationery supplies. All weatherproof. 
Exterior l.D . pocket. 15x llx3" Fines t quality. Choose from 3 colors below . 
SF05-0759 Woodland Camouflage . . ..... .. .... ... $29.49 
SF05-0760 Olive Drab . . ............................ $29.49 
SF05-0761 Black . . ....... $29.49 

e CONTRA BERET BADGE 
Official beret badge of the Democratic Forces of 
Nicaragua (CONTRAS). Only :V. ", but represents 
a big st ruggl e for democracy and self­
dete rmination . Enamel filled gold-plated metal. 
SF05-0769 .. . . $7.95 

SF07-I 798 Government Model .45 . . ....... S44.95 
AIR SOFT GUNS By Daisy® SF07-I 799 Baretta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $44.95 

America ' s most famous name in air gun technology . Daisy ® Air Soft Rifles 
introduces these truly unusual replica weapons. Each model shoots .25 cal. 
plastic ammo at ve locities lower than standard air guns . So they' re great for 
indoor target shooting and plinking. "Spent" shells are ejected as part of 
the replica action. Select from four popular styles. 

SF07-1800 UZI Machine Gun . . ............. ....... .. .. $84.95 
SF07-1801 H&KMP-5 . .. .... . . $64.95 
SF07-1802 250 Pellets & Cartridges for .45, Baretta .............. . . $4 .95 
SF07-1803 250 Pellets & Cartridges for UZI. ..................... $4.95 
SF07-1804 250 Pellets & Cartridges for H&K . . . . . . . . . . $4.95 

REMEMBERED 
VIETNAM REMEMBERED POSTER 

(THREE FIGHTING MEN) © 
Giant 22x28'" poster with bronze and black 
figures printed on bright white no-tear paper. 
New and fast becoming our most popular poster. 

SPORTVIEW ® RANGEFINDER 
Camouflaged handheld rangefinder with 
twice the accuracy of similar devices . 
Also serves as a monocular . 5 power , 
bright, high quality porro prism optics. 
Complete with camouflage wrist case and 
a nylon strap . 
SF05-1543 . . .... $79 .95 

F07-2250 . . ....... $7.50 

RAD/AC METER PDRM 82 By Guillory 
Portable, lightweight, water resistant gamma radiation survey meter that measures radiological dose 
rates in the air ranging from 0-1 to 300 centigrays per hour. The Gerger Muller (G.M .) tube detecting 

unit is energy and polar response corrected. The radiation is displayed on a liquid 
Crystal Display . Powered by three (C) size batteries and 

gives approximately 400 hours of service. Automatic 
self-testing and fault indicating. Designed and 

tested to satisfy the British Government's 
requirement for after-incident monitoring. A 

must for survivalists. Exclusive military 
pattern camouflage. Nuclear hardened 

with nylon wrist lanyard and neck strap. 
Lightweight -only 19.6ozs. 7x5 1/2X2". 

PDRM 82 is truly re liable! 
SF07-4026 . ... $399. 00 
SFOS-0644 "C" Batteries 

(2 Pack) ....... $2.49 

CHARGE CARD ORDERS 
Toll Free! 800-626-6171 

Kentucltr Customers C11111502J 351 -1164 

~ 1a•• C""''~• Weekda vs 9 ·8 E . S . T. 
~ • '} J Saturda ys 9 -6 E . S . T. 

U.S. CJlVJlLBY__.. 
WORLD 'S FINEST MILITARY AND ADVENTURE EQUIPMENT 

1315 N . WILSON ROAD RADCLIFF, KENTUCKY 40160 
PHONE 15021 351- 1164 

ITEM PRICE 
QTY. NUM BER SIZE COWR EACH 

D rn A{)()lllG l lCO flJf? A '1TARS CAMIJXi svosCRtPT!O#. 

~•rn . . . - !> 
• Check • Money Orde r 

• c;..,.111 .. ~ .. ,f • ...,. M.a - oddltloeaJM )I] 
' lhlt:to 01lt>u lSu rl'....,.Mo.i l - • <lditfo11allil $0 

NAME lprint) 

ADDRESS 

STATE 
Chg. 
Card No.: 
E:r.p . 
Date : 

Signatwe: 

ZIP 

Issuing 
Bank : 

Subtotal 
· shipping 

& Handling 
KY Residents 

Add 5% Sales Tax 

TOTAL 

CITY 

PHONE I 

EXTENDED 
PRICE 

4 95 

•••••••••••••••••••••• •••••••••SF •• 



BOOKSHELF 
Books for the Professional Adventurer 

SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 

#8019 - The Elite: Story of the Rhodesian SAS by Barbara 
Cole. The exploits of the famed Rhodesian Special Air Service 
from its inception to its disbandment $25.00 
#8021 - The Soldier of Fortune. Adapted from Soldier of For­
tune Magazine. A book filled with photos and stories of the elite 
men and elite units, SOF's wide world of war, and weapons, tac­
tics and equipment. Specially priced at $7.95 

#8019 

#8001 #8002 

#8001 - Selous Scouts - Top Secret War by Lt. Col. Ron Reid Daly. 
Describes the role of this famous unit in Rhodesia's war against terrorism. 
$25.00 
#8002 - Mercenary's Manual by Terry Edwards. The book on surviving in 
combat. 132 pages with illustrations and photos. $6.95 
#8003 - Mere: American Soldiers of Fortune by Jay Mallin and Robert 
K. Brown. An eye-opening account of the lives, ideals and adventures of 

#8007 - Basic Stick Fighting for Combat by Michael D. Echanis. Third 
in the series on hand-to-hand combaVspecial weapons and special tactics. 
$9.50 
#8008 - Village Defense - Initial Special Forces Operations in Viet­
nam by Col. Ronald Shackleton. A personal account covering the Special 
Forces involvement during a phase of the war that is not really widely 
known. Hardcover. $13.95 
#8010 - Secrets of Underground Organizations. Originally published by 
the Special Operations Research Office, under the auspices of the U.S. 
Army, this comprehensive work reveals how underground operations are 
conceived, developed and organized. $9.95 
#8011 - Elite Fighting Units by David Eshel. A comprehensive book on 
the world 's elite forces. Starting with the British Commandos of WWII and 
the birth of the SAS, to the ops of the USMC in the Pacific. It also covers 
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#8021 

#8003 #8006 

today's soldiers of fortune. Hardcover. $14.95 
#8004 - (not shown) Grenades by Mike Weber. A new generation of 
weapons has given new meaning to the word grenades. How they work, 
how to use them. 130 pages and over 80 photos and illustrations. $5.95 
#8006 - Knife Self-Defense for Combat by Michael D. Echanis. First in a 
series dealing with hand-to-hand combat as taught to the Special Warfare 
Branches of the United States Military. $6.95 

#8010 #8012 

the Vietnam War, Malaya, Korea and the Middle East conflicts, up to the 
Falklands War. 205 pages with b&w and color photos throughout. $19.95 
#8012 - An Illustrated Guide to Modern Elite Forces by Max Walmer. A 
concise guide to today's elite forces of the world. From Australia/New Zea­
land SAS to the Soviet Union's Spetsnaz and Naval Infantry to the U.S. 
Special Forces and Rangers and SEALs. Over 34 units are covered from 
17 different countries with headings of selection and training, uniforms, and 
brief special operations that they were involved in. 160 pages filled with 
b&w and color photos. $9.95 
#8020 - Shoot a Handgun by Dave Arnold. A complete manual of sim­
plified handgun instructions. For beginners and experts, it's the type of book 
that the shooter can refer to, get ideas from, study, re-read time and again. 
(not !shown) $9.95 
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order and then broke up the interviews 
in such a way that the reader goes from 
the front lines to the CP to general 
headquarters and back again. 

Further enhancing this work is the 
massive collection of photos. Hun­
dreds of personal accounts are accom­
panied by period photos of the story­
tellers , all supplemented by many 
combat photos gleaned from military 
archives and personal collections. 

Best of all, though, this is a story told 
in the words of the men who were 
there. Knox's effort must rank as one 
of the most authoritative accounts of 
the Korean War to date. 

REDI-SET TARGETS 

JANE'S YEARBOOKS - 1986-
87. Edited by the Jane's staff. 
London: Jane's Publishing Com­
pany, Ltd. Jane's Publishing, Inc., 
Dept. SOF, Fourth Floor, 115 
Fifth Avenue, New York, NY 
10003. 1986. Review by William IPSC 
B. Guthrie. Combat Silhouette 

Circle Plate 
Target 

PPC 
Combat Silhouette 

JANE'S Yearbooks are studied by 
the CIA, used daily by SOF editors, 
and a pirated edition has recently sur­
faced in the People's Republic of Chi­
na. From industry and intelligence to 
the press, Jane's Yearbooks provide 
the best overview of military hardware 
that a citizen can get without a security 
clearance. 

Yearbook entries on individual 
weapons and equipment are compact, 
precise and usually accurate. Before 
the reader jumps to the conclusion that 
these references are being damned 
with faint praise, it should be pointed 
out that Jane's publishes 18 volumes 
of about 1,000 pages each, every year, 
covering everything from freight con­
tainers to battleships. Each volume is 
generally regarded as the encyclopedic 
authority in its area. 

SOF staff most often use Jane's In­
fantry Weapons in their work, but 
they also regularly refer to ·Military 
Vehicles and Ground Support 
Equipment, Weapon Systems, 
Armour and Artillery, All the 
World's Aircraft and Fighting 
Ships. Each volume saves several 
bookshelf feet of more detailed but less 
comprehensive references. Methodi­
cal organization of each volume also 
saves hours of research on most edito­
rial projects. 

Infantry Weapons will , no doubt, 
prove more interesting and more use­
ful to SOF readers than most of the 
other volumes. It's priced well above 
conventional firearms books ($136), 
but for the student of current military 
armament and affairs, this yearbook is 
prooably a better investment than any 
other dozen small arms references. ~ 
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BY FAR THE BEST STEEL TARGET 
YOU 'LL EVER SHOOT! 

The Combat silhouettes can be shot with .38 Spl., 9 mm, 
.38 Super, .357 Mag. and .45 ACP. The Circle Plate comes with 
9" x1/4" thick plate and a 6-1/4" x1/2" thick T-1 armor plate. All 
handgun calibers may be used on this target. The 223 at 100 
yards may be used on the 6-1/4" by 1/2" plate. 

The Stand 

The Combat Silhouettes are by far the best 
free standing steel targets anywhere for handgun 
training, qualifying or pleasure shooting. Simply 
shoot the head and the head falls back, to reset 
the head, shoot the center plate. No springs, no 
chains, no ropes, no nonsense. Just a complete 
target ready whenever you are. 

ALL OF OUR PRODUCTS ARE CURRENTLY BEING USED BY FEDERAL 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AGENCIES FROM COAST TO COAST. 

The Stand is a universal size to fit all Redi-Set Targets 
of past, present and future designs. It elevates the 
target to 4-1/2 feet in height. Easy to transport, easy 
to store. 

THE COURSE 

WRITE FOR OUR 
FREE BROCHURE 

PRICES & DATA 

~£! . B&~ 
~ .. ,. I' CIRCLE PLATE $78.00 

Shipping (27 lbs.) 12.00 

~ /°Yttdt IPSC $145.00 
Shipping (34 lbs.) 15.00 

Proposed course as used by law enforce­
ment training , enclosed with each order. 

PPC $125.00 
Shipping (34 lbs.) 15.00 

STAND $55.00 

REDl-SET TARGETS, INC. 
DEPT. B, P. 0. BOX 23084 
JACKSONVILLE, FLA. 32241 
(904) 262-0638 

Shipping (40 lbs.) 20.00 

ALL PRODUCTS SHIPPED UPS. ALL 
CHECKS MUST CLEAR PRIOR W SHIP­
MENT. NO C.O.D. MONEY ORDERS 
RECEIVE PRIORITY SHIPPING .. 
FLA. RESIDENTS ADD 5% TAX. 
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J Twas 0100 on the second day of the 
T et Offensive and we had been patrol­
ling for seven hours through the nar­
row streets and back alleys of Saigon. 
Our infantry company was operating 
with two tanks from the 3/4 Cav, work­
ing our way through the city toward the 
outskirts of Cholon, when we came 
upon a smoldering barricade of debris 
and rubble. Several men moved up 
either side of the street to check out the 
barricade while the rest of us rolled 
from the tanks and took up positions in 
the doorways and beside the battered 
old cars that lined the street. The ex­
hausted men slumped indifferently be­
hind whatever cover they could find. 

We had just left the Iron Triangle 
after a grueling 37-day operation, 
barely having time to grab a shower or 
change of clothes before being loaded 
onto choppers for a hurried flight to 
Ben Hoa air base to reinforce the Air 
Force ground and support personnel. 
But plans suddenly changed and we 
were assigned the task of patrolling 
downtown Saigon, spending the night 
going house to house digging out lone 
snipers and clearing barricades. 

For the most part, the evening 
passed quietly with little incident. But 
in a matter of seconds the night was 
shattered by two deafening explosions 
as RPGs hit the lead tank in a shower of 
sparks. Green tracers poured from the 
buildings on either side of the street, 
filling the air with the sizzle and crack of 
hundreds of pieces of hot me tal 
slashing and whizzing overhead. A 
wave of sound and smoke rolled over 
us as we frantically burrowed deeper 
into whatever cover we could find. 

I chanced a look over the fender of 
the burnt-out Ford Galaxy I was 
crouched behind and in the light of a 
distant parachute flare spotted a thin 
shape holding what appeared to be an 
AK-47. He saw me at the same time, 
turned and darted down a narrow 
alley. For reasons I still can't under­
stand, I jumped up and ran after him. 
He must have been just as surprised by 
my actions as I was because he 
stopped for an instant and turned to 
look over his shoulder before taking off 
again. 

We pounded down the alley at full 
speed, turning abruptly into another 
dingy alley. My boots slipped out from 
under me on a pile of rotting garbage 
but I was up in a flash, oblivious to my 
skinned and bleeding knee. 

The man suddenly skidded to a halt, 
whirled around and fired a long burst 
from the AK. I leaped to my right, slam­
ming into a wall as I scrambled for 
cover behind a garbage bin. Rolling 
onto my stomach I brought my M16 up 
to my shoulder and sighted onto the 
figure just as he stepped through an 
open doorway. I ran to the side of the 
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I WAS THERE 

Patrolling the streets and back 
alleys of Saigon, our infantry 
company worked its way through the 
smoldering barricade of debris and 
rubble. 

door and pressed myself up against the 
wall and listened. 

I could hear him inside, scuffling 
around and bumping into furniture in 
the dark. The parachute flares which 
had been burning continually over­
head suddenly ended, leaving the 
street and surrounding 9rea in total 
darkness. I steadied my nerves and 
tried to calm my breathing before step­
ping through the doorway. This time I 
stood to the side of the door - so I 
wouldn't be silhouetted if the flares be­
gan again - and stared into the dark­
ness. 

With my M16 at my hip, I swept the 
room with the barrel before cautiously 
stepping forward. A rushing, scurrying 
of feet was the only warning before my 
legs flew out from under me and I was 
thrown to the floor. My M16 dropped 

by Douglas Edwards 

In a Pig's Eye 

to the floor along with my helmet, 
which clattered and bounced against 
the wall. A dim outline rushed toward 
me and I reached out to grab its neck. 
Too late - I was kicked violently in the 
stomach and sprawled backwards, the 
wind knocked out of me. As I fumbled 
for my knife the figure rushed toward 
me once more. 

Outside, flares began dropping and 
for the first time my attacker was visible 
in the dim light that spilled through the 
door. Standing in front of me was a pig 
- an enormous pig. With a final snort 
the pig stormed past, slamming into 
my shoulder as a final insult, and dis­
appeared out the door. 

In the light of the flare I saw that the 
back wall of the room was blown out, 
providing an easy escape for the sol­
dier I had chased. Slowly, I got to my 
feet, found my rifle and helmet and 
started through the maze of alleys back 
to my unit. I was left feeling ridiculous. 
Fortunately, no one missed me and no 
one had witnessed my little escapade 
with the communist killer pig. ~ 
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These ffighl jackets are 
issued ID military ffiofs arid 

are designalod Typo MA 1 loc 
ln1ennodiate Cold. (This 

means that i1 is the medium 
weight iackel. designed loc 

, comfort 1n a temperature zone 
· ' of aboul 20 ° 10 55 °F). Look 

for \he military designalioo. 
sizes and stock numbers 
inside \he lett pocket. The 

outer shell and lining are 100"/, 
nylon making the jackel cocn-

aoo walerp<ool. The 
- iriter1ining is 1 00-/, potyester libertill !or 
• the highest degree ol warmth per ounce. This jacket is reversible; outside E m your choice ol either sage green or blue and the inside is survival 
-... orange. It features: two hip pockets outside as well as inside. ~wn pen 

and pencil holders plus zippered easy access storage pocket m lhe lett 
C sleeve. This a snappy, convenient, warm, fully functional jacket and ii j happe~s 10 be lhe lalesl fashion lrer<!. 

\it" funct\ona\\tv 
Qua"'' RM1\-\ · · · 

and Wf\ winter c1o1hing . tne 3 

0 USAF Heavyweight Flight Jacket-Type N2B 

DESIGNED FDR TEMPERATURES OF -10° TO 32° F. 

When it comes to 'li\af'/ are quali\'/. 
main concerns odl t~~~Mitl . "1\81 this 

lit'/ an n 
luncnona aoout ~nee . s to 1<eep 
the.fu~~~ militaf'/ want~ ~~~~~~I w1111ast 
warm in the w1nl~\~ ~ ~ey \<now qual1\)' 

bunch ol wtn e 
a ore · 1sn '\ the 
costs m militaf'/ clothing" ws the 

Genuine f'/ ex-GI ~no 
cheapest Bui as ev~orever they. re vef'/ . 

• Polyester F1berf1ll 
Lining - (Maximum 
Warmth Per Ounce) 

\o\heS seem to last d 10 be1unct1onal 
c rm and des1qne this ad are 
vei~~t ol the items ~rand new and 
current m1\1taf'/ issu~anteed to sat1s1Y 
uncond1t10nallY gua back p.nd when 
you or vo;r ~hoen~~a\lty , do tne pnces 

~~~~0~,~h ~tall? 

0 
C~1111: Blick 0 
u S11e 61111 ;:_ 

-'g~~,;~ Otter S~ell I 
C1lu. O 

Sizes : S, M, 
Land XL. 

0 
Oi 

c Specify: 
:I • Sage Green or Blue Shell - Regular Length Only. • 
o Sizes: xs. s. M, L. XL ... .. ............... S46 .751each . O Field Jacket - Type M65 

D Watch Cap-
100% Wool-

S94.25/mh. ii 
::E • Black (nylon shell) or Camouflage (50% cotton/50% nylon 

1 
f th th' · ket has 

- shell) . Regular Length Only. n one orm. or ano er, 1s 1ac • Tight Ribbed Weave 

.,, 
i.,;;;;;;;;;..~~~~~~~~-.' 

o.. Sizes: XS . s. M. L. XL . . ............. S48. 75/each. been the military workhorse for over 40 
0 ~ __ . . years and is still going strong. 
p.. }/ew ~ ff Long Lengths in Fllght Jackets • The field jackel is designed for 3 season wear. 

• Roll Down to Cover Ears 
When Desired 

MILITARY GOODS CATALOG 
1987 ed1t1on 84 pages loaded with 
genuine military clothing gear and 
equipment 

z 
0 
:I 

I /'fi6 Js7 $et15Plfl0 
• D Add S6.00 per Jacket. In winter you can bunon in lhe liner (see below) 8 /t. or wear a vest or heavy sweater under 11 

• One Size Fits All 
Choose Color · 
Black or Olive 
Drab (OD) Green 

/ 1 "' ~ 
Oi 0 Special Forces Green Beret • Jaunly and • Lighlweighl Hood 
•• oaring anCI classy - like the proless1onars who wear them These are Concealed in Collar 

$2.00/each. Free with order. 3 
... lllldll ....-11111 bl!tb of 100% val dyed wool and meeung all m1h • Epaulels -----< 
C tary specs Made expressly tor us by lhe pnme 

$6.00.each . 

0 Commando Sweater - ~ 
W :i)W· government contractor Also available I . ~ Ott1c1al headgear lor . 
Z ·' liltl · = Ai11ome Qu1- (Mlr110f1) 

0 ,.' · l,'!IJ . = Ranger Command01 (Block) · · ' . . . · = Ar111ery & Guanliln Angels (Red) 
::E --- \ - = commando Dre11 (C1mOl/ftlge) 
..t ·• ~ S1zes-6 718 10 7lh 
~ (Not sure ol l'lead size? Tell us how many inches a1ound your head whe1e 
C you wear your ha\ We'll send lhe nghl one.) S1J .75/uch 
~ ~~~~~~~~~~~---,, ....... :::--~ 

I D Angle Head Flashlite-

" This IS lhe heavy duly @11¢!111¢1 au I 
~ plastic flashhghl issued fo all m1h1ary units 
0 The flashlight is walerproof . non-glare and features 4 
iii differenl lenses which can be easi ly installed or 
'ft removed . II can clip onto !he bell or suspender lor 
in hands free opera tion: operates on 2 slanda rd D cell 
0 batteries and comes complete with a spare bulb i, Brand new. sold rn lhe GI box . 

Choose: 
.. Olive Drab (OD) green or black . . . . ... S6 .50/each . 
Ill 
Ill 
a: ... 
"' 

•Black Commando Dog Tag Set - (A Kautman's Ex· 
elusive) 2 GI stainless steel tags specially treated lo be non-glare Ila! 
black plus 2 black (4" and 24") ball chains 16.00/set 

"' O RegulationGI DogTags-e sel of 2 stainless steel lag; and 2 stainless 
a: chains (4"and 24 '") ...... S4.00/set ~ 
Ill Wan! us lo pnnl !hem? WE 'LL PRINT ANY 
D THING up 10 6 Imes and 15 spaces per line. 
a: I ]Printing . . only $1 .50 per lag ($3.00 /sel). 
0 PLEASE. NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE 

O Dog Tag Silencers - black . non-glare rubber bumpers for 
1ags $1 .25/palr. 

Sizes: XS , S, M, L, XL 
(Send us your chest 
size for proper Iii) 
Long Lenglh (tor per­
son over 6 It. \all) 
Choose: Olive Drab 

-(DD) Green or Wood­
land Camouftage 

" • 0 
,;, 

• Tight WP.ave ~ 
Makes Swealer 0 Wind & Waler 0 Repellant cip (Also Black or Tan 

Commercial Mtt. to GI 
Specs. • Reg. Length 
Only) 

• 100% 
\\001 .. 

• Extra long Ill 
body and Ill 
sleeve (can a: 

Reg Length $55.00 
Long Lenglh S60.50 
Extra Large/ 

Long $85.00 
do Sweater (Wooly be rolled "' 

0 M65 Liner - designed 10 be bunoned inlo lhe M65 Field Jackel . 
lhese liners are lightweighl. polyester·libertilled . and very warm . Order same 
size as your field jackel. Sizes: XS , S, M, L, XL .. . . $19.00/each. 

O Ranger Combat Cap....Woodla=-d C3 
Camouflage-1al1!s1 Army issue. 
This winlef'M!ighl cap lealures lined !laps wh ich 
can fold oul lo keep your ears warm and luck into °"" 
lhe hat when \he ""alher's balmy. Sizes run small . 
Al10 1vall1blo In Olive Drab (DD) Graen. ~ 
Sizes: 7, 7-1 /4, 7-112. 7-3/4 . .. $8 .50 /each . ~ 

IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 
SHIPPING COSTS 

Please include appropriate sh1pp1ng cos ts from cha n below w11h 
each order Amounls shown include costs ol postage. packaging. 
insurance and handling 

Orders up lo Sl0.00 S3 00 
Orders lrom St O 01lo20 00 3 75 
Orders from S20 01 lo 35 00 4 50 
Orders from $35 01 10 50 00 5 25 
Orders from $50 01 lo 70 00 6 25 
Orders from S70 01 lo 90 00 7.25 
Orders over $90 00 . 8 00 
Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated . 

Pully) adopted by up) :I 
!he US Military. The o 
natural 100% wool fibre content makes the sweater super warm. t'­
Speclfy size: 
34, 36 , 38, 40 , 42. 44, 46 . . . . . . . . . . . . . S44.75/mh. 15 

. Sizes 48 , 50 ...... . . . . .... .... ...... add $5.00/each . Q 
Choose : D Olive Drab (OD) Green Crewneck (USMC ap- II: 
proved); D Black V-Neck wllh epaulets and name plate area 0 
on breast (US Army approved); D Black Crewneck (no epau­
lets or nameplate area); D Camouflage Crewneck; D Tan 
Crewneck; D Maroon Crewneck. 

D Commando Sweater - Commercially 
made • patterned atter the GI ones . these are commercially 
made 1n easy care 100% acrylic. Although !hey are copies . !hey are 
conslrucled surprisingly true 10 the all wool ones . comple te wilh 
sleeve ana snoulder patches . Choose between: Olive Drab (DD) 
Green or Black. Specify Size: S. M, L. XL $22. 75/each. 

CAMOUFLAGE 
Commando Camouflage 

Headnet - Spandoflage 
Expandable camouflage mesh lils 
comlortably on any size head . Cool in 
summer. warm in winter . !his rewlutionary !ft:!~ii.".:l<':t!~ 
new mesh material can be 
cul (bul will no\ unravel) lo form eye-holes '' 
tor lhe comlM of eyeglass wearers. 
Choose: Woodland Camouflage, 
Desert Camouflage or 
Solid Black ....... 
... 16.00/ eich: 2 lar •1 1.00. 
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THE DUTCHMAN 
X-SHOCK 

WATCH 
DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES SOUND 5000 TIMES 

FINALLY! A WATCH 
THAT'S TOUGH AS YOU 

~~c~o!~YD0~lsec~~,.~;~n~~~OI~ 
The VanSleek Farfoon combines ~ 
the parabolic dish Sound Mirror 
of the Double Farfoon with the 
handy size of the smaller Hunters 
Ear. The result is a superior direc­
tional receptor without the 
widespread large dish receptors 
which in many applications are 
cumbersome to use and trans­
port. The VanSleek Farfoon uses 
the same type retrograde sound postpaid 
as the Double Farfoon. Take THE VanSleek 

~:O t FARFOON 

That's right. Here's a watch that can stand up to your rough 
treatment and begs for more. The X-Shock is specially made 
for men on the GO - construction workers, police, military, flyers, 
hunters & sportsmen. This handsome watch is finished with 
flat black case and band . It's lightweight (under 5-oz.) and trim , 
yet heavy-duty. Secret to its tough performance are EIGHT 
miniature shock absorbers that protect X-Shock's hi-tech 
electronic workings. These shock absorbers are surrounded by 
a rugged stainless steel case which in turn is covered by a 
urethane resin casing. THREE LEVELS OF PROTECTION to take 
the most destructive abuse! Bang it ... drop it .. . stomp it . 
freeze it ... X-Shock is water and· shock resistant to 1,650-feet. 
Any torture you could subject X-Shock to would probably kill 
you first! 

X-Shock's exclusive tough construction is reason enough to buy 
at $46.00 postpaid . But check out this long list of features: 
Super QUARTZ DIGITAL accuracy; 12/24 hour 
(military/European) time; light for viewing in the dark; displays 
hour, minutes, seconds, AM/PM, month , date, day of week; 
auto-calendar; daily alarm and hourly chime ; 12 hour stopwatch 
accurate to 1/100th second; records split/lap, time-outs, 1st 
& 2nd place ; 7 year Lithium battery included. 

Purchase one X-Shock for $46.00 postpaid . SAVE by ordering 
two for $87.00, and SAVE more by ordering three for $125.00 
and we' ll throw in . three compasses absolutely FREE! 

Liquid-filled, siide on compass fits on band. 
$4.00 each postpaid. 

VanSleek into tight places. Enjoy 
the mirrored sound gathering not 
possible with direct receiver pro­
ducts. 

The VanSleek FARFOON is the 
most sophisticated yet devel­
oped of the sound devices. 

BIONIC EAR 
OUR PRICE 

$68 POSTPAID. 
Sound shut-off 

circuit and 
tape jack 
standard. 

Optional booster increases pickup 
37 %, $39 postpaid. SAVE, buy the 
Combo Pak for $98 postpaid. 

floiy Qv 
ACI(/ 

QUACK PHONE 
REPLACE 
THIS L.w 
WITH THISJ 
The Ducks that talk - Quacky I and Quacky II. Amaze your pals - pick up your duck and dial. 
These colorful wood decoys have full feature tone /pulse/redial phones built into their bodies. 
When the phone rings ... err, QUACKS (Quacky II) the duck's LED eyes light up too . Quacky I 
is a one-piece phone/decoy equipped with a ringer when someone calls. $39.95 each. Quacky 
II is a two-piece phone/decoy that lets out a loud QUACK when someone calls. $79.95 each. 
Both Quack Phones are handcrafted and painted in bright, duck colors. A lot more attractive 
than your standard phone, and a conversation piece to boot! Brand new items ... be the first 
to own one! 
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He•r1 A Whl•por 

Farther th•n TWO Football Fields 

NEW! ·souND CUT-our CIRCUIT 

RF/1 SURVIVAL MASK 

More lhan a gas mask - protects against CN and CS tear gas PLUS NBC 
(nuclear, biological, chemical) . Designed in England for NATO forces and 
used l'.llndwide by security/SWAT teams for tactical & crov.U control. Heart 
of this two-piece system is a specially treated activated charcoal cloth 
mask. This expensive process produces a system up to 20 times more 
effective than granular charcoal in absorbing gasses & vapors. Mask fits 
like an envelope over your mouth and nose, attaches with adjustable elastic 
straps. Special Bo lie goggles fit over mask to complete the system . 
Lightweight, compact (6-oz.) and comfortable - superior to conventional 
rubber masks - provides full fi eld of vision, does not distort speech and 
allows use of shoulder aimed weapons. The ultimate hi-tech gear -
replaces all existing type gas masks no matter what you use. You've seen 
this RF/1 system fe atured in numerous military/police magazines ; now 
you can have you r own for just $55.00 postpaid . 
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THE DUTCHMAN USE COUPON 1-800-82 CA~r\~~L~~EE 1•5157 
50,000 
VOLTS! STUN GUN 

NOVA XR-5000 

s53oo POSTPAID 

FREE LEATHER HOLSTER 

The Nova XR5000 Stun Gun can protect you from 
attackers. 

STUN GUN will instantly "scramble " attacker 's ner­
vous system causi ng immediate (temporary) paraly­
sis' By simply touching your attacker anywhere he 
will drop helpless even through many layers of 
cloth ing. STUN GUN is not lethal and is safe to user. 
Cannot transmit shock back to you. Put 50.000 volts 
in the palm of your hand . order today. • g 

~ 

Because your safety may someday de­
pend upon the curre nt available from the 
battery that powers your stun gun . you 
MUST equip the NOVA with a recharge­
able 9-volt Nickel-Cad mium battery. 
CHARGER & BATTERY SET . . ..... $16.00 

U.S. ARMY TACTICAL 
LOAD BEARING VEST 

$9900 
POSTPAID 1st Time 

Available 
to General 

Public 

• Mil spec - replaces outdated Alice Type systems 
• Woodland camo of lightweight ballistic nylon 
• Water repell ent 
• Fastex buckle closu re in front 
• Type llA parachute cord lacing for adjustable side openings 
·Velcro & snap belt loops to attach pistol belt (belt not inc.) 
• Pockets: Handle two standard mil grenades & six M16 mags 

including double M16 mags. All have drain holes 
• Shoulders padded w/oi l/weather resistant foam covered wtnylon 
·Alice Type clips on top of shoulders attach packs 
• D rings on back attach other items 
• One size fits all - fully adjustable 
· Brand New 
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INCREDIBLE 

NIGHT VISION 
INFRARED GOGGLES TYPE BINOCULAR AN/PAS-5 

D Used by U.S. forces in Viet Nam and rel ined by the Israeli 
Army for desert warfare and counter-terrorist campaigns. 
Our Israeli contact secured a number ol these AN I PAS-
5 's. They come direct from Israeli storerooms. are in ex· 
cellent condition and are operat ion-ready . 

O Now you can .see them .. but they can 't see you 1 You 
blend into the night - virtually INVISIBLE - yet your in ­
lrared goggles turn night into day . Put the ultimate in 
high -tech on your side. Ideal \or surveilance . hunting . 
war games, police work. survival settings, home security. 
urban patrolling . . the applicat ions are endless . 

O These AN/PAS-5' s are designed \or "hands lree" opera­
tion. lit snug and comlortably on your head . Weight 
11-oz . Here's what you get : 1) AN / PAS'5 in\ rared goggle 
binoculars 2) close-up lens assembly 3) light restriction 
caps 4) operating manual 5) m~rcury battery 6) high im­
pact carrying case 7) infrared flashl ight filter B) infrared 
filter for car headlight . spotl ight or other high intensity 
flashlights. 5 3/8' ' diameter 9) MX-991 I U military angle­
head flashlight (light source) with filters and extra bulb 
10) adjusting head strap assembly . 

Lets You See Them 
But They Can't See You 

ONLY $347 
POSTPAID 

0 Infrared systems can cost $$thousands. Here is your 
chance for just $347 .00 postpaid to own a sophisticated 
infrared system COMPLETE with everything you need for 
operation - goggles. light source , filters. and more 1 

Sorry. at these prices NO credit card or COD 's. Money 
orders and bank checks ONLY \or this item . 

DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR ALLOWS 
HANDS FREE USE 

Entire ActionEar DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR built 
into these comfortable earphones . True stereo 
thanks to TWO microphones. Bui lt-in tape jack. 
Sound shut-off. High-quality earphones . Like pro­
tective shooters earmuffs but so much more . Ideal 
for low profile situations and when hands-free 
operation is an absolute. $118. 50 postpaid. 

Mono $165 WOLFS EARS Stereo $255 
Specifically designed for SWAT teams sweeping buildings . these Active Hearing Protectors come in two models - Mono and Stereo . 
Turn them " off " and you 've got superior shooters earmuffs . Turn them " on." and their top quality compression mikes sense and at­
tenuate continuous OR impulse sounds that exceeds B5db 's. When sound levels are below 85db 's, WOLFS EARS act as SOUND 
AMPLIFIERS providing up to 20db gain . Comfort plus , with foam-filled ear seals , foam headpad , and adjustable. custom·fit headband . 
Battery - top of the line hearing aid type 675 (included) - and mike are built into the earphones/mulls . Total weight just 16·oz . On 
the range or in the field -WOLFS EARS . Mono #1020 , S165 .00 postpaid , Stereo (binaural) for pinpointing sources of sound #1030 
$255 .00 postpaid . 

AUTHENTIC HAT 

We have the authentic INOIANA JONES™ hat. 
Now the adventure can be yours! 

Small : 63/4-6 7/• Large : 7%-73/• 

Medium: 7-7'/e X-Large : 7 1h-7~/e 

$22.50 POSTPAID 
John B. Stetson Authorized User. 

TM & © 1984. Lucasfilm Ltd . All Rights Reserved. 

----------- -------
The Dutchman 
Dept. 187 
9071 Metcalf Suite 158 
Overland Park, KS 66212 

MC/VISA COD Customers 

CALL TOLL FREE 1·800-821-5157 

Qty. Item Price 

TOTAL 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE ZIP 

<D 
CXl 
CJ) 
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IT is true that some knives cut a lot 
better than others, but can a fighting 
knife really cut a hand off with one 
stroke, or split a skull to the chin with 
one blow? 

Granted, most knives don't have 
this powerful capability, but a first-class 
battle blade does. The gurkhas split 
skulls in WWII with their kukris, and 
American frontiersmen lopped off 
limbs with their bowie knives. The dif­
ference, however, was that these men 
knew how to swing their blades. 

Simply owning a first-rate fighting 
knife does not guarantee that you will 
be able to make these kinds of cuts. 
There is a bit more to this cutting busi­
ness than meets the eye, and here are a 
few things to think about the next time 
you have some serious slashing ahead 
of you. 

I'll assume that you already have a 
knife that is properly made and has 
adequate leverage, good balance and 
bevels that are correctly set. Now you 
need a basic understanding of what the 
knife user must supply in the cutting 
equation. 

The first and probably most impor­
tant component is the speed with 
which the blade moves. Like a high 
velocity bullet, a cutting edge moving 
at high velocity will do greater damage 
than the same bullet or edge moving at 
a slow rate of speed. The second com­
ponent is continuing force , or follow­
through. The final aspect is the angle of 
attack of the blade to the medium 
being cut. All of these elements - ex­
ecuted properly and in concert - pro­
vide dramatic results. Let's examine 
these components in more detail. 

The first step in a fast, proper swing 
is the correct grip. The knife should be 
held in a modified saber grip. Thumb 
and fingers should be behind the 
guard, with the thumb lying slightly to 
the side of the handle rather than 
directly behind the guard, on the top 
part of the handle. The index finger 
should be on the opposite side of the 
handle. The middle, ring and little fin­
gers should be relaxed, even away 
from the handle slightly. What you are 
trying to achieve at this point is a grip 
that will allow the knife to pivot in your 
hand as you hold it between your 
thumb and first finger. Notice how the 
blade tip rocks back and forth as you 
move your wrist. Now hold the knife 
still and snap your fingers shut. If you 
are holding the knife correctly, the tip 
of the blade will snap forward as your 
fingers close around the handle. This 
snapping action imparted by the fin­
gers, coupled with the whip of the 
cocked wrist, adds an extra dimension 
to the cutting capability of your blade. 

A skilled knife user will impart extra 
velocity to the tip of his blade at the 
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BATTLE 
BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 

The Swing Is the Thing 

A first-rate fighting knife will do you 
no good if you don't know how to 
use it properly. 

instant of impact - when it is needed 
most - with a snap of the hand and 
wrist. This technique will add about 50 
percent to your cutting power, so it is 
well worth learning and practicing. 

Here's how it works. As your swing 
hits the target, follow through with a 
snap of the wrist. The hidden power is 
the action of the hand on the knife 
handle at the instant of impact. A 
heavy cut is started with a light, relaxed 
grip. At the instant before impact, the 
fingers of the hand are snapped shut as 
the wrist begins to break forward in the 
follow-through. The closing of the 
hand muscles causes the blade to 
move forward even more, adding a 
third form of acceleration to the blade. 

To actually deliver a devastating 
chopping blow, relax the hand as you 
raise the knife to strike. The wrist 
should be cocked slightly backward as 
the knife comes up. As the delivery of 
the blow takes place , the wrist is 
snapped violently forward as the fin­
gers of the hand are snapped shut. 

Therefore, velocity is achieved by 
both the amount of force employed in 
the blow and by proper hand and wrist 
action. Simply put, the faster your 
blade moves, the harder your knife 
hits. So, to make a difficult cut, don't 
spare the muscle. Really unload on the 
target with as much force as you can 
muster while still controlling the blade. 

Every effort should be made to hit 
through the target, and one's concen-

tration should be focused on the point 
of impact. This pretty well covers the 
basic mechanics of striking the blow. 
The final aspect concerns the angle of 
attack of the blade to the medium 
being cut. 

Knives are most effective when they 
cut things rather than split them. For 
this reason it is desirable to have the 
cutting edge of the knife engage the 
material at a slight angle rather than 
perpendicularly. This causes the edge 
to slice like a razor rather than wedge 
its way through in the manner of a 
chisel. This is accomplished either by 
hitting at a slight angle, or by em­
ploying the more subtle technique of 
striking with a slight pulling or almost 
circular drawing motion. This tech­
nique requires some practice to mas­
ter, but ensures that the blade slices 
when it hits. Done correctly, this effec­
tively combines the slashing stroke 
with the chopping stroke - two of the 
most devastating cuts that can be 
administered with a knife. 

Properly administered strokes give 
maximum results with a minimum ex­
penditure of effort. Regular use and 
practice pay off, and a little time spent 
clearing brush, employing the same 
cutting techniques that work on hostile 
targets, will yield very real dividends 
when it comes time to get down and 
dirty. If either your knife or your tech­
nique is deficient, the time to find out is 
before the chips are down, not after. If 
a knife is part of your gear, get a good 
one and learn how to use it. Then prac­
tice to keep proficient. ~ 
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CoLrs COMBAT ELITE 
Pistolsmiths specializing in the Colt 

M1911Al pistol have been turning 
out dual-tone versions of the 
Government Model for years. 
Shooters who opt for two-tone 
finishes will .be pleased to hear that 
Colt has introduced a variation of 
"old slabsides" called the Combat 
Elite. A blued side has been 
combined with a stainless steel 
frame. 

The slide sports high-profile fixed 
sights and an enlarged ejection port 
that will appeal to reloaders who 
don't like their brass dented. The 
trigger, also blued, has no serrations. 

All other major components 
except the barrel and springs are 
stainless steel. The magazine well 
has been relieved to assist rapid 
magazine changes. Pachmayr 
one-piece rubber grips cover the 
front strap. Those intending to use 
this pistol for serious work should 
consider replacing these with 
checkered, wood grip panels. 

Complete with one stainless 
magazine, the Combat Elite carries a 
suggested retail price of $654.95. 
For further information contact Colt 
Industries, Firearms Division, Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 1868, Hartford, CT 
06101. 

LEATHER FLYING JACKET 
Originally designed for open 

cockpit flying in the early days of 
aviation, leather field jackets quickly 
became popular for everyday use. 
Leather jackets are rarely found in 
the cockpit today, but their rugged 
features and classic styling have 
made them an enduring favorite. 
Adventure Supply has re-created a 
jacket true to the classic design of 
the original that helped make these 
coats popular. 

For durability, they are hand 
crafted from distressed goatskin, an 
abrasion-resistant leather. All the 
details of the original are here -
bi-swing back for free movement, 
inside map pocket, adjustable waist 
straps, heavy-duty black oxide zipper 
and double entry cargo-handwarmer 
pockets. 
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ADVENTURE ,, 
QUARTERMASTE ·._____.r 

Swiss COMPASS WATCH 
ProSpec, a company working to 

bring back precision design watches 
used in specific professions, has 
introduced a professional quality 
compass watch. It is ideal for most 
wilderness activities, divers and the 
military. 

The watch features a black 
chrome anti-magnetic case, 
water-resistant to 100 meters. For 
easy reading at night or underwater, 
the watch has oversized luminous 
hands and markers. A 
scratch-resistant crystal protects the 
face from rough use and protects the 
mechanism down to 100 meters. A 
salt water-resistant strap keeps the 
watch tightly in place. 

Under the watch itself is an 
airtight, watertight compass, accurate 
to plus or minus one degree. The 

The jacket sells for $294.88, 
slightly more for tall sizes. For more 
information contact Adventure 
Supply, Dept. SOF, 24285 
Sunnymead Blvd., Suite 274, 
Moreno Valley, CA 92388. 

by G.8. Crouse 

compass has a shockproof needle 
and a luminous point on the needle 
for night viewing. For easy 
navigation there are five luminous 
orientation points on the compass · 
dial with grid markers integrated on 
the crystal. 

The watch is made in Switzerland 
to exacting specifications using 
accurate Swiss quartz movement. 
For more details write to ProSpec, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1000, Kings 
Park, NY 11754. 

CovERAND 
CONCEALMENT 

Anyone who has rubbed his skin 
raw applying camouflage face paint 
and then had to use diesel fuel to 
get it off three days later will 
appreciate this new item from 
Kaufman's West. These elastic 
garments, called Spandoflage, are 
made for wear on the hands and 
face. They eliminate the need for 
messy and uncomfortable paints to 
keep your smiling face from 
attracting hostile fire or sending wild 
turkeys scrambling for the next 
county. 

Spandoflage comes in a variety of 
patterns including woodland, desert 
and black. Made from dyed elastic 
material, the headcovers and 
hand/arm covers stretch to conceal 
identifiable shapes. Although they 
are sold as one size fits all , they can 
be cut to fit without the rest of the 
garment unraveling. The ventilated 
fabric helps keep you cool in the 
summer and warm in the winter. 

Headcovers sell for $6, hand/arm 
covers for $11.25. For more 
information, contact Kaufman's West 
Army & Navy Goods, Dept. SOF, 
1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 
87112. ~ 
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ONE-HANDED OPERATION CAN SAVE YOUR LIFE! 

GET THE EDGE! 

( 

Model #120 ___.,, 

Model #119 

~ 
~------

Model #111 

Model #727 

MODEL #120 $49.95 
Handmade in Italy 
Side Opening 8 lf.i'' 

-

Brass Lined, Pearl Handle 
Blue, Green, Red, White, Black 

MODEL #817 S39.95 
Gleaming Brass & Hardwood 
Brushed Stainless Blade, Brass Lined 
Side Opening Lever Hunter 8" 

MODEL #880 $23.95 

~iB~t~:~?:t1>1~::t~Y Ja~~1e 
Front Opening 81/:z" 
Black or Red 

MODEL #600 $39.95 
Army Ranger Olive Drab 
Heavy Duty Front Opening 
All Steel U.S. Design 81/:z" 

MODEL #119 $39.95 
Genuine Stag w/Shot-Shell Puller 
Italian Made 7 V:z" 
Lever Side Opening 

Send for free catalog!! 
models in full color. 

MODEL #840 $14.95 
Front Opening 8 1f2 " 
Large Faceted Grip 
Black. Red, Blue 

MODEL #111 $23.95 
Sleek Side Opening 
Lever Action 8" 
Black or Red 

MODEL #727 $32.95 
Italian Handmade 
All Metal Design 8'h' ' 
Sleek Gray Front Opening 

MODEL #123 $39.95 
Handmade in Italy 
Truly Collectible 8'h'' 
Pearl Handle Front Opening 
Blue, Green, Red, White, Black 

Hundreds of unique 

•Attn. Collectors & Sportsmen: Though legal in parts form, in 
certain areas the completion of these kits may violate certain 
laws. Please check your area before ordering or assembling, 
as compliance with any such law is the purchaser's 
responsibility. 

,-.­
\ 

-- , 

\ 

Model #817 

Model #600 

. ' 

All Genui~e, 
Automatic, 

Model #840 

d completely 
An · · hed f 1n1s * Kit Forrn 
Sold in L_e_~g-al----~--

Model #123 

..::. THE EDGE COMPANY 
....,. POBOX826 
~ BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301 

TO ORDER 
CALL TOLL FREE 1·800-445-1021 
or send to: 
r-----------------------------------------------~ 
t The Edge Co., P .0. Box 826 Brattleboro, VT 05301 

Before O'.dering Ca// For Availability 800 445 -41021 
Desler Pr1ces On Request Z. • • I 
Please Ship The Following Items: 
Model# Qty.__ Model# Qty. __ 
Model# Qty.__ Model# Qty. __ 
Model# Qty. _ _ Model# Qty. __ 
A'dd $1.50 Per Kit Shipping and Handling - Allow 10 Days Shipping 
0 (;heck or Money Order Enclosed Total $, _____ _ 
0 Visa/MasterCard# Exp. Date. _____ _ 
0 C.O.D. _ _________________ _ 

City State, _____ Zip. ____ _ 

I certify that 1. am over 21 years of age. 
Signature. ________ _ _ __ _ Date _ _ _ _ _ 

Not available where prohibited by law. Inquire about special military and 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

police waivers and discounts. r 

L-----------------------------------------------1 



' 'The struggle of man against power is the 
struggle of memory against forgetting. " 
Czech novelist Milan Kundera , whose 
name and work no longer exist in his home­
land. 

I N a speech on Nicaragua , President 
Reagan invoked the Truman Doctrine , 

the United States' first attempt to oppose 
expansion of the Soviet empire through its 
revo lution ary surrog ate s. In 1948, I 
marched against the Truman Doctrine , part 
of which holds that communist aggression 
must be contained. And as a former Leftist, 
I defended the communist revolutions in 
Russia and China, in Eastern Europe and 
Cuba, in Cambodia and Vietnam - just as 
the Left defends the Sandinistas today. 

The arguments and "facts " that were 
used by leftist activists then have not been 
forgotten by the misguided liberals of to­
day . I remember what the other side said, 
too - the presidents who came and went, 
and the anti-communists on the Right , the 
William Buckleys and the Ronald Reagans . 
Without exception, time has proved the Left 
wrong in every case, wrong in its views of 

the revolutionaries' intentions and wrong 
about the facts of their revolutionary rule . 

And ju st as consistently the anti­
communists were proved right. 

Today the Left dismisses Reagan's warn­
ings a bout Soviet expansion as an ti­
communist paranoia, a threat to the peace 
and a mask for American imperialism. We 
said the same things about Truman when he 
warned us then. Russia' s control of Eastern 
Europe, we said, was only a defensive buff­
er, a temporary response to American pow­
er - first, because Russia had no nuclear 
weapons; and then , because it lacked the 
missiles to deliver them. 

Today, the Soviet Union is a nuclear su­
perpower, missiles and all, but it has not 
given up an inch of the empire which it 
gained during World War II- not Eastern 
Europe, not the Baltic states which Hitler 
delivered to Stalin and whose nationhood 
Stalin erased and which are now all but 
forgotten, not even the Kurile Islands which 
were once part of Japan. 

Not only have the Soviets failed to relin­
quish their conquests in all these years -
years of dramatic , total decolonization in 
the West - but their growing strength and 

SOI~ POLITICAL ANALYSIS 

Time Sways a '60s Radical 
by David Horowitz 

SEEING THE LIGHT 
David Horowitz was one of the foun­

ders of the New Left 25 years ago, and 
helped organize the first campus' protests 
in the United States against its govern" 
ment's anti-communist policies in Cuba 
and Vietnam. He was the editor of the 
leftist Ramparts Magazine and a founder 
of the Vietnam Solidarity Campaign. 
His eady books include Student ( 1962) 
and Empire and Revolution: A Radical 
Interpretation of Contemporary History 
(1970). More recently he co,authored 
(with Peter Collier) The Rockefellers: 
An American Dynasty and The Ken­
nedys: An American Drama. A some­
what different version of this article was 
read at Berkeley on 4 April at a confer­
ence entitled "U .S .!Nicaragua: Explor-

the wounds of Vietnam have encouraged 
them to reach for more . South Vietnam, 
Cambodia, Laos , Ethiopia, Yemen , 
Mozambique and Angola are among the 
dominoes which have recently fallen into 

BELOW LEFT: Marching for "peace" in 
Vietnam at a Washington rally in 1967. A 
bloodbath ensued in Southeast Asia after 
U.S. withdrawal, but the altruistic souls 
seen here were silent. So much for 
hypocrites and fools. Photo: AP/Wide 
World 

LEFT 
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ing the Possibilities for Peace.'' 
" I offer no apologies for my present 

position" as a reformed leftist, Horo­
witz told SOF. " It was what I thought 
was the humanity of the Marxist idea 
that made me what I was then; it is the 
inhumanity of what I have seen to be the 
Marxist reality that has made me what I 
am now. If my former comrades who 
support the Sandinistas were to pause for 
a moment and then plunge their busy 
political minds into the human legacies 
of their activist pasts - most recent! y in 
Southeast Asia - they would instantly 
drown in an ocean of blood." 

This is Mr. Horowitz' first article for 
SOF. Given his background, the editors 
feel his opinions are particularly poign­
ant. Welcome aboard, Mr. Horowitz. 

the Soviet orbit. 
To expand its territorial core - which 

apologists still refer to as a " defensive peri­
meter'' - Moscow has already slaughtered 
a million peasants in Afghanistan , an atroc-

BELOW: The author, David Horowitz, 
foreground, during a Berkeley press 
conference in 1972. Then a radical leftist 
and editor of Ramparts Magazine, Horowitz 
had not yet seen the light that exposed the 
lies of communist> propaganda. He is now 
subject to vehement verbal attacks by his 
former comrades. Photo: AP/Wide World 
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ity warmly endorsed by the Sandinista gov­
ernment. 

Minister of Defense Humberto Ortega 
describes the army of the conquerors -
whose scorched-earth policy has driven half 
the Afghan population from its homes - as 
the "pillar of peace" in the world today . To 
any self-respecting socialist, praise for such 
barbarism would be an inconceivable out­
rage - as it was to the former Sandinista 
Eden Pastora. But praise for the barbarians 
is sincere tribute coming from the Sandinis­
ta rulers , because they see themselves as an 
integral part of the Soviet empire itself. 

In all the Americas , Fidel Castro was the 
only head of state to cheer the Soviet tanks 
as they rolled over the brave people of 
Prague. And cheering right along with Fidel 
were Carlos Fonseca, Tomas Borge, Hum­
berto Ortega - the trio who founded the 
Sandinista Party whi le living in Havana -
and other creators of the present Nicaraguan 
regime. 

Of course the Left either overlooks or has 
forgotten this . It chooses to ignore the fact 
that U.S . withdrawal from Vietnam, Laos 
and Cambodia produced not self­
determination , but more Soviet satellites . 
The National Liberation Front, or Viet 
Cong , whose cause the Left supported, no 
longer exists. Its leaders are dead, jailed, 
exiled, or powerless in their own country. 
After the pullout of U.S. forces, Hanoi 's 
army became the fourth largest in the world 
and Vietnam became an imperialist aggres­
sor in its own right. So when it comes to its 

own crimes and its own criminals , the Left 
has no memory at all. 

To the Left I grew up in, along with the 
Sandinista founders, Stalin 's Russia was a 
socialist paradise, the model of the liberated 
future. Literacy to the uneducated, power to 
the weak, justice to the forgotten - we 
praised the Soviet Union then, just as the 
Left praises the Sandinistas now. 

The Left conveniently ignores warnings 
from Nicaragua, such as that from Violetta 
Chamorro, the publisher of La Prensa, the 
paper which led the fight against Somoza, 
and a member of the original Sandinista 
junta: ''With all my heart , I tell you it is 
worse here now than it was in the times of 
the Somoza dictatorship . '' (President 
Daniel Ortega forcibly closed down La 
Prensa in July. ) 

It is the same way in which I and my 
former comrades in the Left dismissed the 
anti-Soviet " lies" about Stalinist repres­
sion. In the society we hailed as a new 
human dawn , 100 million people were put 
in slave-labor camps, in conditions rivaling 

Continued on page 103 

BELOW RIGHT: Leftist peace marchers 
said there would be wonderful 
self-determination in Southeast Asia if only 
the U.S. would withdraw. The U.S. 
withdrew and part of the 
"self-determination" that resulted can be 
seen in this photo of a communist death 
camp in Cambodia. Photo: AP/ Wide World 

IGHT 
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SOI~ AFRICA 

SAD F'S 
BUSH 

Bushmen now operate as a 
homogeneous unit. Earlier 
attempts to form composite 
forces resulted in cultural and 
language difficulties. 

THERE'S a definite 
parallel between 

Vietnam of 1975 and 
Angola of 1974 . When the 
United States pulled the plug 
in Saigon, it left thousands 
of Vietnamese who had 
assisted the U.S. effort to 
the not-so-tender mercies of 
the victorious conununist 
armies. Their fate? Exile or 
political "re-education" if 
they were lucky; death - or 
worse - if they weren't. 

Cut to the southwest 
African country of Angola, 
just a year or so earlier. 
Portugal had recently 
changed political hands 
during a bloodless coup in 
Lisbon and its dwindling 
African colonial empire, 
including Angola , was cut 
loose to fend for its elf. 
Portuguese troops began 
drifting home, leaving in 
their wake hundreds of 
primitive Bushmen who for 
years had faithfully served 
the colonial cause. 

The Portuguese called the 
Bushmen who worked for 
them as trackers and security 
police Fleches, or arrows, 
because of the poison shafts 
they used on their quarry -
both human and animal. 
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Desert Nomads on SWAPO's Track 
Text & Photos by David Mills 
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Faces of the Bushmen. Many 
nomadic bands have come 
together to form the battalion. 

These little soldiers opted to 
become a form of security 
police for the Portuguese in 
their fight against black 
nationalist UN1TA, FNLA 
and MPLA forces. Not only 
did they act as the eyes and 
ears of the Portuguese 
intelligence community 
inside Angola, they also 
organized into hunter-killer 
groups . Using their 
centuries-old knowledge of 
the Angolan bush , they 
tracked down and killed 
blacks who, in their time , 
had tracked down and killed 
the Bushmen . 

FAR LEFf: Bushmen 
operated in Angola as 
hunter-killer teams for the 
Portuguese, but became 
targets themselves when the 
black MPLA government took 
power in the mid-1970s. 

LEFf: White member of the 
Bushmen Battalion hits the 
road. Extended follow-up 
operations against SW APO 
demand physical fitness as a 
critical element of success. 

Now, in the vacuum 
created by the departure of 
their colonial protectors, the 
African status quo had 
returned - with a killing 
vengeance. Bushmen 
became targets not only of 
the ruling MPLA 
government , but of the two 
locked-out pretenders to the 
throne , Savimbi's UNITA 
and Roberto 's FNLA, as 
well . 

This hatred of these 
diminutive, nomadic 
hunter-gatherers stemmed in 
part from their temporary 
alliance with the Portuguese, 

ABOVE: Tracking instructor 
makes a point to Bushmen 
students. After the advanced 
course, it's assumed that 
trackers will never lose enemy 
spoor. 
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but its roots trace back into 
unrecorded history . 
Bushmen, who at one stage 
inhabited the hunting 
grounds of tropical East 
Africa, eyentually drifted 
west and south until they 
roamed all over the territory 
south of the Zambezi River. 
Encroachment from the 
pastoral Hottentots and other 
black tribes from the north, 
and European influx from 
the south eventually pushed 
them into an enclave 
bounded by Angola in the 
north, Botswana's Kalahari 
Desert on the east, and the 
lower regions of South-West 
Africa in the south. 

There, Bushmen found 
themselves caught in the 
middle of the growing and 
violent clashes between 
black tribes and European 
settlers. Both sides viewed 
these desert nomads, with 
their hit-raid-and-run tactics 
against cattle herds, as little 
more than vermin in need of 

ABOVE: On patrol: Bushmen 
use a variety of vehicles to 
cover the vast expanse 
comprising their sector of the 
operational area. 

extermination. So for the 
Angolan Bushmen an uneasy 
alliance with the Portuguese 
became a necessary measure 
for simple survival - until 
1974. 

Enter the South Africans. 
For years they had 
maintained a close 
relationship with the 
Portuguese inside Angola, 
and had carefully noted the 
effective use of Bushmen 
during military operations . 
And the military attaches 
were not unaware of the fact 
that a valuable asset to the 
South African Defense Force 
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BELOW: Soldiers in the 
Bushmen Battalion are proud 
of their unit, and morale is 
uniformly high. 

ABOVE: Weapons inspections 
help form the core of every 
disciplined military unit -
and the Bushmen Battalion is 
no exception. 

LEFT: Break time. Even 
Bushmen, known for their 
endurance across rugged 
veldt, take five on occasion. 
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ON TRACK 
Tracking is not a born skill. It ' s an art which must be 

learned and finely honed . And in the context of a bush 
war, it can be a life-saving ally. Trackers who lose the 
spoor, or forget their job for even one moment , run the 
risk of coming off second best in a face-to-face encoun­
ter with a terrorist's AK-47. 

Troops of the Bushmen Battalion are perhaps the best 
indigenous trackers in southern Africa today . Much of 
their skill comes from the Bushmen's inherent tie with 
the land, their nomadic hunter-gatherer heritage which 
ensured that only those with the sharpest eyes , best 
hearing and most empathetic feel of the bush survived. 

But Bushmen aren't at war with nature - they live 
with it. And the animals they traditionally track don ' t 
carry guns or know how to actively evade trackers . 
Even their contacts with other men , both black and 
white, have been sporadic and rarely on any kind of 
permanent basis . That is , until recent years, when mod­
em war came to settle on their land. Their new role as 
warriors demands that the Bushmen add a new twist to 
their tracking skills. Now, like it or not, their bush skills 
have been employed by the South Africans in their fight 
against SW APO. And, to survive the type of war where 
bullets replace poison-tipped arrows, diminutive Bush­
men now learn techniques one step beyond those taught 
by their fathers: the art of modern combat survival. 

The basic tracking course run by the Bushmen Battal­
ion generally lasts 3-4 weeks, depending upon the skill 
level of the students, and its purpose is to make the 
Bushmen aware of SW APO combat techniques and 
tactics . To bring students more on line with current 
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Although they've been 
Westernized to a degree 
through their contact with the 
Portuguese in Angola and the 
South Africans, Bushmen 
troops still feel at home in the 
veldt. 

(SADF) would be literally 
killed off and lost forever 
unless quick action was 
taken to save the outcast 
Bushmen . (One Bushman 
sergeant stated that at least 
one quarter of his band was 
killed off by Angolan blacks 
in retribution for their work 
with the Portuguese.) 

In coordination with the 
Red Cross , hundreds of 
Bushmen and their families 
were moved to the 
then-neutral western Caprivi 
Strip, a salient of 
South-West Africa which 
juts between Angola, 
Zambia and Botswana, 
under what was known as 
the Alpha Project. There , 
Alpha Camp, which 
provided security and 
protection for the Bushmen , 
was established; it also gave 
SADF a focal point to begin 
basic military training for 
their new charges. 

Bushmen troops, called 
Alpha Group , went back 
into Angola in 1975 with the 
SADF on Operation 
Savannah, an attempt to 
help UNIT A and FNLA 
forces overthrow the 
socialist MPLA government. 
Withdrawal of Central 
Intelligence Agency support 
and other political 
constraints aborted 
Operation Savannah, but 
Bushmen did spread the 
word about the hospitality 
they 'd received from the 
South Africans. 

By 1976 the influx of 
Bushmen was so great that a 
new camp, Omega Camp, 
had to be set up to 
accommodate them all. 
Today , Omega Camp is the 
home of the Bushmen 
Battalion , comprising some 
1,000 soldiers and 
4,000-5,000 family 
members. 

SADF military practices , they also receive fundamental 
training on navigation , map reading , communications , 
basic tactics and medical aid. 

The emphasis of the course, though, is to help the 
Bushmen improve on their own ability to track . Begin­
ning around 0900, students take off on spoor laid by 
other members of the course and will keep on the track 
for 50-70 kilometers. Bushmen and white instructors 
accompany the trackers , using the exercise to sink home 
lessons that may keep their charges alive in the oper­
ational area. 

Students who display proficiency during the basic 
drill are then sent along to the advanced tracking course . 
Here , a high degree of tracking prowess is assumed, and 
students are introduced to various techniques to help 
them regain spoor if it's lost and to overcome the 
methods SW APO uses to anti-track. A week-long sur­
vival phase is also built into the course, and graduates 
are of such caliber that it ' s assumed that they will never 
lose spoor once they ' re on it. 

Once qualified , a Bushman student can advance to 
become an assistant instructor on the tracking courses. 
He will AI two basic and two advanced courses , during 
which time he must convince the chief instructor that he 
has the capability to run courses on his own. Under the 
Cl's watchful eye, the fledgling Bushman instructor 
will oversee two courses , and if it 's deemed that he 's 
met all the requirements of bush knowledge and surviv­
ability , he will then become a full-fledged instructor. 

Think the requirements are tough ? You bet. At pres­
ent, there are only 11 men in the entire defense force 
qualified to wear the red badge of an army tracking 
instructor. 
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In their earliest 
deployments, Bushmen were 
used as a highly mobile light 
infantry force tasked with 
locating and destroying 
SWAPO/PLAN (South West 
Africa People's Organization 
and their military arm, 
People's Liberation Army of 
Namibia) targets. This 
evolved into company-sized 
operations which gained a 
fair degree of success, and 
further evolved into what 
was termed the reaction 
force concept. 

RIGHT: FNs are a far cry 
from the Bushmen's 
traditional bow and poisoned 
arrow. 

CENTER: Bushmen boat 
operations along parts of the 
Angolan border with 
South-West Africa help deter 
infiltrating SW APO forces. 

Under the reaction force, 
elements of the Bushmen 
Battalion, 101 (Ovambo) 
Battalion and the Paras were 
combined to create a 
composite force. In essence, 
Bushmen would act as the 
eyes and ears of the force 
while the Paras would 
supply the firepower. 
Ovambo Battalion troops, 
because of their familiarity 
with both languages, 
basically acted as the link 
between the groups. But this 
ethnically-diverse composite 
force raised a series of 
insurmountable problems. 
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RIGHT: Mobility and quick 
reaction form the basis for 
present-day Bushmen 
Battalion operations. 

BELOW: The Bushmen have 
lived with the land for 
centuries and they know its 
every secret. 
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Ethnic and cultural 
differences proved to be the 
major obstacle, levels of 
training another, and 
effective leadership a third. 
White Para commanders 
didn't understand - or trust 
- the asset they had in the 
Bushmen; conversely , the 
Bushmen didn ' t understand 
or trust officers they hadn ' t 
trained with or come to 
know. 

After a critical look at the 
situation, SADF opted to 
allow the Bushmen to 
operate as a homogeneous 
unit - a wise choice 
considering that the 
Bushmen Battalion was one 
of the most successful units 
in the defense forces in 
1983. 

The battalion is organized 
into two operational groups , 
each commanded by a major 
with a captain as second in 
command. Each group is 
further broken down into 
three companies, 

BELOW: Ownership of 
South-West Africa/Namibia is 
still hotly contested on both 
the military and political 
battlefields. Along with other 
SADF units, troops of the 
Bushmen Battalion operate 
along the Angolan border -
and occasionally inside 
Angola, when the mission calls 
for it. 
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commanded by a captain or 
lieutenant , of about 100 men 
each; each company having 
three platoons. Depending 
on the mission , company 
commanders can deploy 
platoons separately; if 
there 's a requirement for 
semi-conventional operations 
against a SW APO/PLAN 
base camp, 81 mm mortars 
and air support can be 
attached to the company for 
the attack. 

To round out the 
battalion's op area 
capability, a Reece 
(reconnaissance) Wing was 
formed to act as the eyes 
and ears of the unit. Totally 
integrated with Bushmen as 
well as whites , the Wing 
usually operates in five-man 
teams on internal or external 
detailed reconnaissance 
missions. Or, depending on 
tactical requirements , they 
may become the follow-up 
group which runs SW APO 
insurgents to ground . 

Today, the Bushmen 
Battalion again finds itself 
pulling Reaksie Mag, or 
reaction force , work along 
the border of Angola . This 
time , however, they deploy 
as their own unit and 
generally work 
independently under 
guidelines from their 
sector 's commanding 
brigadier. Given the heritage 
which has set them apart 
from other tribes on the 
continent for centuries , it's a 
method of operation these 
bush nomads no doubt 
prefer. ~ 

COMBAT 
PHOTOG 

David Mills is a 12-year 
veteran of the British Army. He 
is currently a free-lance photo­
journalist, specializing in mili­
tary operations. His work for 
SOF has taken him to such di­
verse areas as Northern Ireland, 
Belize , Angola, Germany, 
Thailand and Cambodia. 

Mills spent nine months 
with the SADF and traveled 
the entire length of Namibia. 
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SOI~ MOVIES 

''HEARTBREAK 
RIDGE'' 

Eastwood 
Wins One for the Corps 

COMBAT veteran~ 
remain at a premium 

within the U.S. armed 
forces . There are Vietnam 
vets still in the ranks, bVt 
the vast majority of them 
never saw combat. Ev~n 
among senior NCOs it s 

. harder and harder to getting 
find many men who ~ave 
"faced the elephant,. an 
expression for engaging in 
combat that gained wide 
circulation during the U.S. 
Civil War. Facing the 
elephant separates those 
who've been to war from 
those who've bee~ to war 
zones. Let's face it, . . 
battle-tested warriors still in 

'f rm are a rarity these um o 
days . c1· t 

That's the focus of in 
Eastwood's latest film, 
"Heartbreak Ridge ," due 
for release in Decem_ber · 
Eastwood plays Manne 
Corps Gunnery Sergeant 
Tom Highway, a tough, . 
hard-drinking traditi~nahst 
nearing the end of his 
career. Gunny Highway . 
finds himself right back in 
the same recon unit where 
he started, this time as an 
instructor· 
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by James L. Pate 

With some exce~:i~ns 
"Heartbreak Ridge is a 
film to which military 
veterans past and present . 
can relate . With a combative 

rsonality oriented tow~d 
pe . J·ob done as quickly getting a . 
and efficiently as poss1b_le d 
- a typical wartime_ attltu e 
- Gunny Highway is 
frustrated by all the. ~ed tape 
of the peacetime military. 
This is only partially shared 
b his men, who grumble 
~ostly about nocturnal alerts 
that end with the inevitable 
order to stand down ,_ and 
endless training that m the 
absence of war seems . 
meaningless . Highway is 
further disturbed when he 
realizes he is one of a 
vanishing breed in the ranks: 
a combat veteran. 

This is no Tinsel Town 
fantasy . Only about six 
percent of the present d 
active-duty Marines serve 
in Vietnam, a headquarter.s 
spokesman said . Fewer still 
are actual combat vets. 

E t ood as Gunny Highway, 
r:li:es n~ar the end of the 
Marine Corps road that no 

. tak'ing the place of one is 
combat veterans. 
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But like most films about 
the mi litary, " Heartbreak 
Ridge" has its share of little 
distractions that, to the 
knowledgeable viewer, 
could easily have been 
corrected. Among the 
implausibilities are Gunny 
Highway's two COs , whom 
he finds just as frustrating as 
his men. His platoon 
commander is supposedly 
just out of Marine Corps 
OCS , highly unlikely - if 
not impossible - in a unit 
such as reconnaissance. The 
commander of the unit - in 
the movie the 2nd Recon 
Battal ion - is a major, 
when the real billet is for a 
colonel. And this major -
CO of a recon battalion -
has no combat experience. 
His background is in supply. 
Certainly this is done to 
fu rther contrast the 
personality of the highly 
decorated , grizzled veteran 
of the Korean and Vietnam 
Wars (Eastwood). But it 
could only happen in 
Hollywood . 

RIGHT: Gunny Highway 
returns to a recon unit to find 
his Marine Corps is not the 
same. 

BELOW: Gunny Highway was 
surprised to learn his men 
were hell-for-leather combat 
Marines after all. 



Highway and his men are 
deployed in the film's battle 
scenes more in a shock troop 
role rather than the real 
mission to which a recon unit 
would be assigned. But no 
doubt the real 2nd Recon 
guys out at Camp Swampy's 
Onslow Bea€h will let out a 
big oooh-RAH! when they 
hear their unit is in an 
Eastwood flick . They'll be 
surprised to learn they've 
been relocated to Camp 
Pendleton, though, where 
much of the film was shot. 

Some Army vets from the 
Korean War aren't as 
pleased. They' re mad 
because they say the film 
inaccurately credits the 
Marine Corps with winning 
one of Korea's bloodiest 
battles. 

" It's a pretty rotten 
deal," said Seymour Harris, 
who told USA Today that 
very few Marines fought at 
Heartbreak Ridge .. Harris 
was there as a member of 
the Army 's 23r,d Infantry 
Regiment, which took the 
Korean landmark. 

The film wrapped in late 
July and Mayor Clint has 
closeted himself in Carmel 
to do the final editing. So 
we won't know until it gets 
to the box office what 
changes, if any, were made 
in the final version. 

"Heartbreak Ridge" 
opens with Gunny Highway 
returning to his Marine 
Corps genesis under a 
completely new set of 
circumstances. He 's not a 
newbie anymore, but a 
leader, wearing the Medal of 





Honor and about every other 
decoration for valor you can 
think of. As he resettles into 
his old digs, the Eastwood 
character encounters old 
friends and new problems , 
the biggest of which seems 
to be a generation gap 
between himself and his 
men , who don ' t seem to be 
focused on being warriors. 

The most poignant 
character in this conflict is 
one of Highway's men, a 
black , jive-talking hustler 
nicknamed " String" wh.o 
thinks he's Jimi Hendrix 
reincarnated. String -
whose biggest goal is to be 
a rock star, not another 
"Sgt. Rock" - and 
Highway immediately clash. 
String is played by Mario 
Van Peebles, who like so 
many others is being 
provided by Eastwood with 
his first real break in film 
acting. 

LEFT: Recon Marine 
contemplates facing the 
elephant with an Ml6Al, 
equipped with an M203 
grenade launcher. 

BELOW: Hey, diddle-diddle, 
right up the middle - the 
Marine Corps way. 



Another conflict arises for 
Highway when he 
encounters his ex-wife, 
"Aggie," played by 
Academy A ward winner 
Marsha Mason. Old 
animosities are there, but 
it's obvious the flame hasn't 
gone out between them. 
Highway' s troubles with the 
peacetime Marine Corps are 
interspersed with his 
typically cool attempts to 
reconcile with Aggie, who 
remained in the area after 
divorcing the gung-ho young 
leatherneck. 

Highway's ally in all this 
turmoil is another ghost 
from his past, an old buddy 
who is now a master 
sergeant. They've spent 
much time together at war 
and both have combative 
personalities . The Top 
proves himself a positive 
influence as he helps 
Highway deal constructively 
with conflict - and military 
red tape. 

The plot slips into high 
gear when yet another alert 
turns out to be the real 
thing. Gunny Highway 
packs up his men and ships 
off for Lebanon. After 
deployment, the orders are 
mysteriously changed and 
the Marines are issued live 
ammo and advised they're 
about to assault a small 
island in the Caribbean. 
Sound familiar? If this 
sounds like the real-life 
22nd Marine Amphibious 
Unit, you guessed it. 

TOP: Up close and personal: 
Attitude adjustment on the 
parade deck. 

CENTER: Gunny Highway 
and his grunts pound the 
ground at Camp Pendleton. 

BOTTOM: Familiar scenario: 
Marines ship out for Lebanon, 
then are diverted to "a small 
Caribbean island nation." 
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Much of the beach assault 
footage was shot using real 
Marines in live-fire exercises 
on Vieques Island, a USG 
facility off the eastern tip of 
Puerto Rico. The Marine 
Corps provided extensive 
cooperation, which adds a 
great deal of realism to the 
film. Other footage comes 
from the Navy's semi-annual 
" Ocean Venture" exercise, 
again further enhancing the 
film's credibility. 

The connection to 
Grenada in the film is 
explicit. Highway's recon 
unit is assigned to spearhead 
an amphibious assault. Here 
again, footage of real 
Marines (in a helo assault at 
Vieques) plays a key role. 
Members of the 82nd 
Airborne and 75th Infantry 
Rangers who fought on 
Grenada are bound to 
grumble, as they get short 
shrift in the film. But then 
" Heartbreak Ridge" is a 
personal story about a 
Marine gunny, not a 
historical documentary . 

The film climaxes as 
Marines (not U.S . Army 
Rangers) rescue American 
students trapped in a school 
after some moderately tough 
fighting. String proves 
himself to be a 
hell-for-leather combat 
Marine, which instantly 
seals a friendship between 
him and his gunny. There is 
a symbolic passing of the 
warrior's mantle from one 
generation to another as 
String decides he'll make a 
better Marine than rock 
guitarist and decides to 
re-enlist. 

The final conflict is, of 
course, over the woman. 
Can Tom and Aggie patch 
things up? Will Tom talk 
her into trying to make 
another go of it? Will Mayor 
Clint get the girl? Or will 
she become the "Heartbreak 
Ridge" which he cannot 
conquer? 

To find out, go to your 
nearest theater in December. 
It ' ll make Clint's ?ay. "" 
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SOI~ MILITARY AFFAIRS 

FRENCH 
REACTION 

FORCE 
Keeping a foothold in Africa 

by Al J. Venter 
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ABOVE: Before their light armor column 
moves out, French and Chadian soldiers in 
N'djamena discuss tactics. Photo: Gamma 
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BELOW: Freshly deployed French troops 
await orders during the 1983 fighting in 
Chad. Photo: Gamma 
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I N an age of instant media 
pronouncement and satellite television 

linkups, we can see at a moment ' s notice 
any of the ongoing conflicts around the 
world. But they missed one. There is a 
military presence in Africa that has 
widely been considered one of the most 
successful low-key units of the 1980s. 
And no one knows anything about it. 

The unit is on red alert virtually 
around the clock; it can ship out 100 or 
1,000 fully trained and equipped airborne 
troops to any point on the African 
continent within hours. It is also on 
standby for any one of a dozen African 
nations that might need help . Yet , 
because of their low profile, EFAO could 
easily become lost in the maze of 
military acronyms. 

EFAO means Elements Fram;ais 
D 'Assistance Operationnel/e and 
comprises an elite marine infantry and 
paratrooper force that is based in 
Metropolitan France and at Bouar in the 
Central African Republic (CAR), one of 
the biggest French military bases abroad. 

Ask about the EFAO at the French 
Defense Ministry in Paris and you will be 
given the run-around . To the public they're 
a " technical assistance" force active in 
" those black states which need them. " 
And it goes on: " They repair dispensaries , 
schools, roads, and provide medical 
assistance to the local population." When 
pressed , the PAOs mumble something 
about how these men provide technical 
assistance to the armed forces of the CAR. 

In recent years the French have 
projected force to many parts of formerly 
Francophonic Africa. Although the 
French Army and Foreign Legion 
intervention in Zaire is well-known, not 
many people are familiar with the fact 
that the French Army also went into the 
impoverished desert state of Mauritania 
(north of Senegal) in the 1970s to 
preserve the status quo. 

AFRICA 
CORRESPONDENT 

Contributing Editor Al J. Venter is 
one of SOF' s most prolific writers, 
covering conflicts in Africa, the Middle 
East and Central America. His books 
include The Terror Fighters, War in 
Africa, and Zambezi Salient. 

It is significant that whi le France does 
not have as many men in uniform in 
Africa as does Cuba (Castro has about 
35 ,000 soldiers in Angola and more than 
half that tally in Ethiopia) , French troops 
are certainly more widely deployed 
throughout the continent than those of 
any of the other former colonial powers. 

The authoritative Africa Research 
Bulletin (quoted by London 's Observer) 
has stated that there are " more than a 
thousand" members of the EFAO based 
at Bouar, though it does not say exactly 
what they are doing there . They also 
mention other French detachments 
permanently based on the Dark 
Continent. 

There are an estimated 4,000 men in 
French Army uniforms (including Foreign · 
Legionnaires) at Djibouti on the Red Sea. 
France keeps a sizable force there , ready 
for any eventuality because of the 
sensitive nature of developments in the 
region. In nearby Ethiopia, which almost 
completely surrounds Djibouti , there is a 
full-scale civil war on the go. Soviet 
surrogate forces are well represented in 
Ethiopia - so well .that France also 
maintains two Mirage squadrons and a 
squadron of Puma helicopters in the 
territory. 

The French are also aware that , for 
several decades , Somalia - to the 
immediate south - has had territorial 
designs on Djibouti. But most 
importantly , the French use Djibouti , 
with its eavesdropping facilities , to 
monitor Soviet Navy and 
intelligence-gathering activities in the 
Indian Ocean. 

Kolwezi, Zaire, May 1978: Colonel Emlin, 
commander of the 2nd REP, points out the 
itinerary his legionnaires are to follow to 
reach Lumumbashi. Photo: Gamma 
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ABOVE: After hours of pedaling a manual 
power generator, this French soldier relaxes 
with a book. Photo: Gamma 
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BELOW: There are around 100 French 
military advisers in the Central African 
Republic, most of them stationed in Bouar. 
These soldiers are responsible for providing 
humanitarian aid and services to the 
population. Photo: Gamma 

BOTTOM: Jaguar and Mirage fighters 
were sent to Chad during Operation Manta, 
to support French troops fighting 
Libyan-backed rebels in 1983. Photo: 
Gamma 
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Kolwezi, Zaire: Legionnaires of the 2nd 
REP arrest several suspects in the village of 
Metaba. Photo: Gamma 

BELOW: A French para amuses a native 
boy by reading from a book. Winning 
hearts and minds is as important for the 
French in Africa as it was for the 
Americans in Southeast Asia. Photo: 
Gamma 
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Other countries playing host to French 
military forces include Gabon (based at 
Libreville), as well as the Ivory Coast 
(500 soldiers and a small naval 
detachment). One of the most important 
strategic locations is at the Cape Vert 
base in Senegal which, in recent years , 
has been built up as a transi t and staging 
center for France. Here, on the outskirts 
of Dakar, France has based a half dozen 
Jaguar fighter/bombers, a fleet of C-160 
Transall troop carriers as well as a 
Breguet-Atlantic maritime listening and 
command post. 

There is also a French naval unit 
stationed at Dakar. It ' s interesting that 
throughout the Falklands crisis, Dakar 
played a vital , almost clandestine role in 
providing Britain with staging faci lities 
en route to Ascension Island several 
thousand miles to the south . Ascension 
was the last stop on the way to the 
embattled island. 

Throughout Francophonic Africa, the 
traveller encounters youthful , enthusiastic 
European military men serving under the 
Tricolor. The majority are conscripts, 
spending their two years in Africa. 
France allows those on call-up who do 
not wish to serve in uniform to spend a 
longer time in Africa working on a 
variety of aid projects. This can include 
anything from teaching to running a 
self-help program. 

It was significant that, during the war 
in Chad, where several thousand French 
troops were involved before President 
Mitterand pulled them out again , much of 
what these soldiers needed , in military 
hardware terms, they got from the 
Americans. Most of their food and other 
requirements were flown in from France, 
though a good deal else - including a 
rotgut red wine that curled hair - was 
brought overland from Cameroon. 

France obviously guards its interests in 
Africa jealously. It is very much aware 
of the economic hold it continues to have 
over the majority of its former colonies, 
a rich source of exports for French 
manufacturers of basic items such as 
cars, machinery and expendables. Travel 
to any former French colony - including 
Algeria and Guinea, where relations with 
the former motherland haven ' t been 
spectacular - and you will see French 
cars on the roads to the exclusion of 
almost all other national makes. 

It 's the same with military matters. 
Africa provides French arms 
manufacturers with rich pickings. Paris 
provides excellent credits, which are paid 
for in vital raw products. In this regard 
the French are reasonably generous. 

But all is not necessarily well for the 
French position in Sub-Saharan Africa. 
Israel has dealt itself into the 
post-colonial game. For years France was 
the principal supplier of arms to Zairan 
President Mobutu Sese Seko. But 
because Zaire has a history of association 
with Jerusalem, it was in France's 
interest to attempt to have the two 
countries tilting at one another. For their 
part , the Israelis were having none of it 
- they wanted good relations with Zaire . 

In 1982, Mobutu allowed Israeli 
security personnel to take charge of his 
personal security , and then entered into a 
spate of discussions about new arms 
purchases . lt was a bad omen for French 
arms salesmen. 

Although they haven ' t been able to 
reverse the arms issue in Zaire , France is 
doing its best to keep the Israelis out of 
other former possessions. But here, too , 
1985 provided a setback. The year saw 
the Ivory Coast joining Zaire as the 
second Francophonic state to exchange 
diplomats with Jerusalem. 

Militari ly , Israel will never replace 
France throughout much of Africa. It just 
does not have the resources. But such 
upsets do help to keep the Elysees Palace 
on its toes, for as recent history has 
indicated , Africa is sacrosanct ground 
when it comes to French interests. 

And a succession of well-balanced 
military forces , stretching in tiny pockets 
from the Atlantic to the coast of the 
Indian Ocean, proves that Paris intends to 
keep much of Africa within its sphere of 
influence . We have not seen the last of 
France ' s military adventures on the 
African continent. ~ 

The Moussoro camp north of N'djamena, 
Chad, is an important rear area base for 
the French. The camp guards logistical lines 
around the town of Sala!. Here, the camp 
commander performs a routine inspection. 
Photo: Gamma 
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SOI~ WEAPONS 

COPYCAT 

Springfield's M1911Al 
Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 

I T makes no difference that at age 75, its 
contemporaries are long since dead and 

buried in collectors' vaults . It doesn't mat­
ter that it is single-action only and has a 
magazine that holds but seven rounds . And 
even though plastic whiz bangs stuffed with 
enough cartridges to accommodate a sub­
machine gun stand ready to take its place, 
the Model 191 lAl .45 ACP pistol refuses 
to die. 

In I 904, there was widespread dissatis­
faction with the .38-caliber MI894 Colt 
New Model Army revolver. The celebrated 
Thompson-LaGarde board was formed to 
conduct a series of tests to determine the 
most effective bullet for a military pistol. 
Although the test procedures now seem du­
bious, colonels Thompson and LaGarde 
were instrumental in convincing the U.S. 
Army that no caliber less than .45 should be 
adopted. 

All but the Savage and Colt .45-caliber 

A side-by-side comparison of the Springfield 
Armory M1911Al. The .45 ACP is on the 
right, the 9mm Parabellum on the left. 
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semiautomatic pistols were eliminated in 
the early trials of I 907 . Savage was unable 
to match Colt's technical and financial re­
sources . On 29 March 1911, the Colt 
Browning pistol was adopted as the " U.S. 
Pistol, Automatic, Calibre .45, Model 
1911.'' It was altered to the Model 191 lAl 
configuration in 1926, but its mystique nev­
er faltered . If imitation is flattery, the Colt 
.45 has won more compliments than any 
handgun . 

One such imitation is manufactured by 
Springfield Armory (Dept. SOF, 420 West 
Main Street, Geneseo, IL 61254), using 
parts manufactured in Brazil. Springfield's 
version of the M1911Al pistol comes in 
either .45 ACP or 9mm Parabellum. It is 
every bit the equal of any M 191 I A I pro­
duced during World War II. No investment 
castings here. Barrels are hammer forged 
and all the other parts are milled forgings. 

Springfield produces these duplicates of 
the MI91 !Al military pistol with amazing 
detail. Military phosphate is standard fin­
ish, but for a few dollars more you can have 
salt bluing. Hammers are of the spur type. 

The manual safeties have small checkered 
thumb tabs just like the original U.S. mili­
tary versions . They were fitted with preci­
sion to our 9mm and .45 ACP test pistols 
and could be manipulated without effort . 
Complete with lanyard rings (once required 
by horse-mounted cavalry), the arched 
mainspring housings have the usual vertical 
serrations. Front and rear sights are like 
those issued with the Ml9IIAI. And like 
the original , they are inadequate . Most se­
rious pistoleros will replace them with 
fixed, high-profile combat sights. 

An especially attractive feature is the 
one-piece milled trigger (cross-checkered 

The disassembled view of Springfield 
Armory's 9mm Parabellum version of the 
Ml911Al. 
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on our .45 ACP specimen) , usually found 
only on pistols made in early World War 11 
or before. By the middle of the war they 
were changed to the current two-piece trig­
gers with stamped, sheet-metal rear straps. 

Slides are marked with " SPRINGFIELD 
ARMORY " and the ir crossed-cannons 
logo on the right side. " MODEL OF 1911-

Al " and either " CAL .45 " or " CAL 
9mm" are stamped on the left side. Frames 
are marked on the ri ght side with 
"SPRINGFIELD ARMORY , " 
" GENESEO IL. USA ," "NM," followed 
by the serial number. 

A trivial departure from U.S . service pis­
tols is the use of black, rather than brown , 

SPRINGFIELD ARMORY M1911Al SPECIFICATIONS 
Calibers . ....... . . . _ . . .45 ACP and 9mm Parabellum . 

Operation ...... . .. ... Locked breech , short-recoil operated. Two locking lugs on 
top of barrel engage recesses in the slide . Exposed ham­
mer . Single-action , semiautomatic only. 1 Manual thumb 
safety, grip safety and half-cock notch on hammer. 

Weight, empty . . ...... 35.6 oz. 
Length, overall ....... 8.6 inches. 

Height . . . .. . .. ... . ... ?.4 inches. 

Width (over grips) ..... 1.3 inches. 
Barrel ........ . .. .. .. Hammer forged. 9mm: four grooves with lefthand twist; .45 

ACP: six grooves with righthand twist. Both rates of twi st 
one tum in 16 inches . 

Barrel length ......... 5.04 inches. 
Grip panels ........ . . . Black plastic. 
.Sights .. ... ... . . .... .. Fixed; rounded, serrated front blade and open square-notch 

rear. 
Finish ........ .. ... . . Phosphate or blued. 
Magazine .. ..... : .. .. Detachable , single-line box type w,ith seven~round capacity 

in .45 ACP and eight-round capacity in 9mm Parabellum. 

Price .......... . .. ... $362, phosphate; $383, blued. 
Manufacturer ..... . ... Springfield Armory, Dept. SOF, 420 West Main Street, 

Geneseo , IL 61254. 
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Test firing Springfield's Ml911Al .45 ACP. 

grip panels . All else remains GI Joe. 
Springfield 's 9mm Parabellum versions 

differ somewhat from its .45 ACP pistols. 
For instance , Springfield's one-piece milled 
trigger on the 9mm has vertical serrations 
instead of cross-checkering. The 9mm 's 
slide tops are fl attened by milling and carry 
longitudinal serrations. The 9mm barrels 
are belled at the muzzle so that the .45-
caliber barrel bushing can be installed . And 
9mm magazines are significantly different. 
Because the 9mm and .45 ACP frames are 
completely interchangeable, the external 
dimensions of e ither magazine must be 
identical. As a result , 9mm magazine 
bodies are blocked with a steel insert at the 
rear. In addition , these magazines are fabri­
cated with a two-piece, removable floor­
plate and peculiar forked fo llower. They 
hold eight rounds. 

Looks aren't everything, though. The 
Springfield look-alikes have some internal 
deficiencies. For instance , the bushings on 
both of SOF's test specimens were sloppy­
fitting . That 's not unusual . Most military 
1911 A Is were assembled in this manner to 
enhance reliability. But unless you plan on 
dropping yours in a mud bath, a Micro-type 
bushing should be hand-fitted to the barrel. 
Nothing affects the accuracy potential of an 
M 1911A1 pistol more than the barrel 
bushing's interface with the barrel' s muz­
zle. A tightly fitted bushing will insure the 
barrel's return to exactly the same position , 
relative to the sight plane, at the end of each 
counter-recoil stroke. 

Military and commercial versions of the 
Ml91 IA1 series pistols most commonly 
come equipped with heavy trigger pulls. 
Our test models proved to be no exception. 
The 9mm had a scratchy 4.75-lb. pull , 
while the .45 required an unacceptable 7 .5 
lbs. of pressure before release. But that's 
about par for the course . Any competent 
pistolsmith can correct this problem. 

Functional reliability is mandatory for 
any handgun destined for use in a life-or­
death situation. These Springfield Armory 
cap snappers make the mark . We pumped 
every type of military FMJ (Full Metal Jack­
et) ball ammo we could lay our hands on 
through the 9mm pistol. This included 1944 
British (headstamped 'H broadarrow N 
9mm IIZ 44 ') manufactured at R.O.F. Hir­
wann , Austrian Hirtenberger, Portuguese 
('FNM 70-3 with NATO cross in circle '), 
Italian ('M38 9'), Yugoslavian( ' 11 52 with 
two stars'), and two types of Spanish ball 
('FNT 1952' and ' PS 1951 '). Not a single 
bobble . 

The Itali an ammuni tion wo n't even 
chamber in an HK MPS and the ' PS 195 1' 
Spanish ball (manufactured by Pirotecn ia 
Militar de Sevilla) , oversize and over­
loaded , exhibited abnormal extrus ion of the 

Continued on page 101 

SOLDIER 01' l'ORTUNE 53 



SOI~ PHILIPPINES 

NEW 
PEOPLE'S 

Waiting to Strike Again 
Text by Almerigo Grilz 

Photos by Albatross Press Agency 

A NGUS McSwan, a Reuters correspon­
ftdent just arrived in Bacolod , joined us 
for an after-dinner drink in the coffee shop 
of the Sugarland Hotel. Bacolod is the capi­
tal of Negros, the Philippine province hard­
est hit by a communist insurgency that is the 
fastest growing in Asia. Like any newly 
arrived journalist, McSwan began to 
bounce off us the latest rumors he 'd heard . 
Our chat droned on about faces and places 
we'd all seen. It seemed li.ke another quiet , 
uneventful evening. 

Then the phone rang. We were surprised 
that the caller was looking for us. 

"The insurgents stormed a hacienda near 
Murcia, some 15 km from Bacolod," an 
excited voice told me. ''A firefight has been 
reported . Is this interesting for you?" 

You bet. We rushed out of the hotel and 
pi led into the first available taxi. " We want 
to get to Murcia as fast as possible," we 
practically shouted in unison. 

The New People's Army (NPA) had in­
deed attacked - the Integrated National 
Police (TNP) HQ confinned it. They had hit 
Hacienda La Roca early that evening . The 
NPA, the military arm of the Communist 
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Although the training that NPA guerrillas 
receive is often primitive, the experience 
they ultimately gain in battle is valuable. 

Party of the Philippines , has as many as 
15,000 insurgents in the field, most on the 
island of Mindinao. The small NPA patrol 
which had attacked Hacienda La Roca had 
surrounded the rural compound and began 
exchanging fire with the privately-hired 
securi ty force. Jt was the fourth such local 
incident in as many days. The government 
had dispatched reinforcements, but they 
would probably be too late. 

As the reports came in , our driver 

COMBAT REPORTER 
Almerigo Grilz, reporter for the Ital­

ian Albatross Press Agency, has covered 
conflicts in Afghanistan, Cambodia, 
Angola, Lebanon and Burma. His first 
article for SOF, ''UNITA Wins, 
FAPLA Flops'' appeared in the May '86 
issue. 

changed his mind about the trip . ' ' It's too 
dangerous at night . I don' t want to get am­
bushed ," he said . 

As we argued and tried to entice the driv­
er with more money , we were interrupted by 
the noisy arrival of a truckload of armed 
men who had just come from the scene of 
the attack. Lieutenant Edilberto Tonog, lo­
cal JNP commander, was with them. He at 
least had more details. 

Tonog told us 30 or more rebels approached 
the hacienda in a large farm truck without 
being spotted. The JO or so security guards 
held the rebels at bay, preventing them from 
stealing the canle and other food supplies they 
needed . The lieutenant estimated that two 
communists were killed or seriously injured. 
One hacienda guard, Wilfredo Alesbo, was 
also wounded. 

When the 11 INP policemen and 30 sol­
diers of the Philippine Constabulary (PC, a 
force organized into 180 provincial com­
panies with 43,500 troops) arrived , the 
NP A band had already disappeared into the 
countryside. 

Lt . Tonog said he'd resume the search for 
the NPA guerrillas at first light. At his in­
vitation, we joined in . 

As we headed off to the ambush site, the 
accompanying troops peered into the heavy 
foliage lining each s ide of the road , 
obviously worried about an ambush . The 
Armed Forces of the Philippines (AFP) 
have over 30 V - 150 Commando APCs, but 
most ground troops must travel in open 
trucks - such as the one we were in -
jeeps or jeepneys. These latter vehicles 
offer little protection from ambush. 

When we reached Hacienda La Roca, the 
pride of the private guards at repelling the 
intruders was apparent. Typical of a well­
run insurgency, NPA units move in small , 
highly mobile groups which are extremely 
difficult to track in the rugged mountain 
jungle. This spreads government forces 
thin , and has made private ly-organized 
security forces more popular in some areas. 
Some of the better-funded private groups 
are heavily armed, but most, like the one at 
the hacienda, are farmers with shotguns and 
a few rifles. 

Captain Joel Goltiao, commander of the 
331 st PC Company , showed us a battered 
Springfield rifle with a blood-spattered butt­
stock dropped by one of the insurgents dur­
ing the firefight. Judging from this weapon , 
he said he thought the attackers were not 
NPA regulars, who probably would have 
been better armed - and who probably 
would have had the firepower and experi­
ence to overrun their objective . Because of 
antiquated weapons like the captured 
Springfield, he guessed that the attackers 
were probably local irregulars, but NPA 
sympathizers nonetheless . Goltiao soon 
organized his troops for a patrol into the 
countryside, ostensibly to search for the re­
bels, but more to show the flag to local 
villagers. 

Li.ke most Philippine security forces in 
the fie ld, these constabulary members were 
not wearing proper uniforms, but were clad 
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in a hodge-podge of camouflage jackets, 
OD and civilian shirts , jeans and balacla­
vas. They were armed with M 16s, .45-
caliber pistols and hand-grenades. 

The PC patrol stopped occasionally to 
search houses at random and question in­
habitants. After about 30 minutes of walk­
ing, two suspects were arrested and brought 
back to Bacolod for interrogation. No real 
evidence of the attacking rebel force had 
been found , however. 

Goltiao said the NPA is still too weak to 
face the AFP in full-scale battles. This is 
basically true. But Goltiao's claim that there 
are no areas completely under control of the 
rebels is highly questionable. Reliable in­
telligence and news reports have confirmed 
that the communist insurgents control major 
portions of some islands. Goltiao's asser­
tion that the NPA has no permanent installa­
tions is also hard to swallow in light of the 
NPA 's ability to strike almost at will. 

We had seen the Philippine government 
security forces, but we had really come to 
hook up with the elusive NPA. Getting the 
word to the NPA guerrillas about our in­
terest in meeting them wasn't difficult be­
cause of their widespread network of sym­
pathizers. Getting their approval to actually 
do so, however, was another matter. They 
are extremely security-conscious because in 
most areas they must operate in the midst of 
heavy government military activity. Meet­
ing the press usually does not involve re­
porters creeping across any border into a 
''liberated zone." NPA leaders most often 
must deal with the fourth estate in the same 
zones where the government troops are 
looking for them. 

After much waiting, we finally received a 
mysterious call from someone promising a 
meeting at 2000 hours that night. We waited 
in our hotel room for hours past the 
appointed time, finally falling asleep in our 
clothes . We were awakened the next morn­
ing by our NPA contact, who phoned to say 
that government informants were observed 
in and around our hotel. We were given 
another contact date. This one proved suc­
cessful. 

We were driven north to Victoria, a town 
in the province of Negros de! Norte , home 
to some of the Philippines' biggest sugar 
mills. After being dropped off, we con­
tinued on foot along paths across sugar cane 
plantations toward the hills. We stopped at a 
peasant's house to rest, then were told we 
would spend the night there. One of our 
escorts went ahead to make sure we had 
permission to continue the next morning. 

Our host for the night, a woman, served 
us a meager dinner, all the while telling us 
how the insurgency had grown during re­
cent months. The NPA presence was rela­
tively new in her area, she said, and her 
neighborhood was one of the newest guer­
rilla fronts opened by the communists in the 
Philippines. 

"The first time I saw a group of them, 
[they were] hiding in the plantations [in] the 

A Philippine Ranger in Negros del Norte. 



rain in December 1984,'' she said. ''Before 
we only had gotten some rumors that under­
ground cells were active, studying the local 
situation. But they contacted a few select 
people. In March 1985, political organizers 
were already openly operating to raise a 
network of supporters . In August , a govern­
ment informer was killed, and another sus­
pected [of being] one was moved away .. . 
to avoid the same fate .. . . In December, 
the military came in for the first time, arrest­
ing about JO people. They had to release 
them afterward due to the lack of evi­
dence ." 

Despite the occasional presence of its 
military troops, the government in Manila 
failed to mount its own propaganda cam­
paign to counter that of the communists, we 
learned. The area where we spent that first 
night on our way to meet the guerrillas is 
only about 15 km from Victoria. But the 
presence of government forces there 
apparently is only sporadic, compared to 

continuous agitation and cultivation of the 
local populace by the communists. 

We saw a good example the next day after 
reaching a small village in the foothills . A 
Political Organizing Team (POT) from the 
CPP was meeting with the local people, 
listening to grievances , taking notes and 
preaching "liberation through revolution." 
Most cadre members were young , armed 
with a single-shot homemade shotgun and 
rusty revolvers. Later they staged a prop­
aganda theatre for everyone's amusement, 
miming an "upheaval of the masses." They 
closed by singing "L'Internationale , " 
weapons and clenched fists raised in de­
fiance . 

This communist propaganda team 
apparently lived only a 20-minute walk 
from the village, in a wooden hut hidden in 
the thick vegetation. Typical of this grass­
roots-level organizing, the CPP cadres 
preach a Marxist-Leninist gospel based 
more on rote memory than logical deduction 

or scholarly study . Like most social and 
cultural dilemmas subsequently exploited 
by communist movements, the unrest being 
nurtured by the insurgents in the Philippines 
grew more out of empty stomachs and pock­
etbooks than any garden of supposedly no­
ble political ideas . 

This POT and its followers were no dif­
ferent. Apart from repeating some slogans, 
the NPA sympathizers weren't able to 
elaborate much on what communism is, 
neither do they know what communist rule 
exactly means . What they inevitably come 
back to is that there "isn't enough food in 
the countryside, and the sugar cane workers 
can't afford to feed their families with their 
daily salaries." The government and land­
owners - capitalism and free enterprise -
are the enemy, they are told , and a "peo­
ple's revolution" will inevitably correct the 
problem . 

These propaganda teams are the "fish 
swimming in the ocean , '' as Chairman Mao 





referred to them , and they are in charge of 
maintaining day-by-day indoctrinat ion and 
support of the local s, the first level of any 
classic communist insurgency. 

But the actual fighting is done by NPA 
regulars. They aren't armed with old shot­
guns and rusty pistols , though. They have 
Ml6s and RPGs. One NPA detachment had 
just departed that area, we were told. They 
apparently stay on the move to avoid unde­
sirable confrontation with government 
troops. 

The POT cadre told us a messenger had 
been sent ahead to seek final approval for 
our requested meeting from that particular 
NPA unit commander. We waited in this 
village for several days without a response 
and finally returned to Bacolod. 

A week later we were contacted again. 
We began to feel like this might be a produc­
tive trip when we were told that we would 
only travel at night. The walking was much 
less pleasant than before , stumbling along 
in the dark through intermittent rain over 
paths slick with deep mud . Our guide said 
he was a member of the guerrilla unit we 
sought. He led us farther into the hills to the 
area in which he had been born and which he 
knew well. 

We arrived at another village , where the 
rebel s were housed by sympathetic resi­
dents. We were told an entire 40-50-man 
NPA platoon was in temporary residence 
here. Their small number and high mobili ty 
allowed the rebel unit to launch hit-and-run 
attacks against government patrols and iso­
lated outposts. They claimed to have am­
bushed a jeepney near Silay town a few 
weeks before , killing four soldiers and 
" liberating" their weapons. One member 
said his unit had been operating in Negros 
de! Norte province for five months. He said 
it was not committed to the area unt il the 
support network was strong enough to pro­
vide an adequate system of food collection , 
safe houses, security and intell igence. 

This particular platoon was newly organ­
ized, formed from a nucleus of veterans 
from other battle-tested guerri lla units , who 
served as a training cadre for local recruits. 
The commander, Ka (Comrade) Ni lo, 37 , is 
a veteran of operations in central Negros . 
His personal story is typical. 

Ni lo is a former student who had friends 
active in radical politics , he said. Eventual­
ly he helped them organi ze urban labore rs in 
Negros. That experience led him to become 
an official CPP member. His participation 
went from the political to the military realm 
in late 1982, when he joined a regular NPA 
unit. 

''The regional party organization wanted 
to expand our activity," he sa id. " In Octo­
ber last year it was decided to open the new 
front in northern Negros." 

We witnessed our first guerrilla train ing 
session the following morning. Veterans 

There is no shortage of eager young men 
with nothing better to do than be recruited 
by the NPA. 
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could be spotted by the captured army fa­
tigues they wore, some still bearing the 
patches of particular government units and 
the name tags of dead Philippine soldiers. 
They were armed with an assortment of 
captured weapons that included MI 
Garands and Ml6s, M203 grenade launch­
ers and .45-cal. pistols . 

Some foreign policy observers have sug­
gested that the NPA receives minimal sup­
port from outside the Philippines. About all 
of the weapons we saw - such as Ml 6s 
made in the Philippines under license by 
Eliseo Tool - appeared to have been ob­
tained locally by the NPA. 

The training was unsophisticated . On this 
particular day , they said they were planning 
an assault against an unspecified govern­
ment outpost. They conducted several dry 
runs against a crude mock-up of the target. 
After each exercise, Ka Nilo wou ld work 
with squad leaders to correct mistakes and 
modify the plan. 

Later, the first word came of nearby gov­
ernment military patrols. Ka Nilo ordered 
the troops back to their respective huts to 
rest in the cool shadows . Since the Silay 
ambush , the provincial military commander 
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TOP: The NPA enjoys relative freedom of 
movement throughout the Philippines. The 
army doesn't have enough resources to be 
everywhere at once. 

ABOVE: The NPA usually picks the time 
and place to fight. 

was 1inxious to avenge his loss and regain 
the face he had lost to the ragtag guerrillas. 
He wanted to spill some communist blood 
for a change . 

We were ordered into hiding also . As we 
waited, the unmistakable sound of Huey 
helicopters grew louder and two UH- I Hs 
approached our village . They circled the 
immediate area, slowly and at a few hun­
dred feet. The same thoughts must have 
gone through the minds of the guerrillas as 
went through ours. Did the government 
know about this location and were preparing 
to attack? Maybe this was just a probing 
operation. The government would certainly 
have needed up-to-date information. But 
this unit had only arrived the day before, a 
few hours before we did. 

Soon sympathetic peasants brought us the 
news. An infantry patrol of 35-40 men had 
disembarked from the helicopters in the 

jungle nearby. Ka N ilo had enough me;n and 
guns to take on such a force, but he said he 
declined to do so on the spur of the moment , 
not knowing what other government forces 
might be waiting a short helicopter ride 
away . 

' 'Our tactic is to fight only on our own 
initiative, after securing absolute or relative 
superiority, and using the element of surprise . 
It's by sticking carefully to those criteria that 
we ensure our successes," he said. 

We heard a few single , scattered shots , 
apparently fired by the choppers' door­
gunners. The tension mounted somewhat. 
Our communist hosts assured us it meant 
little or nothing - it was more " to intimi­
date the people" than to do any real harm, 
they said. The shots may have been pre­
cautionary covering fire, it turned out, as 
the helos set down to quickly pick up part of 
the patrol fo r removal to another area. Run­
ners soon came in to report that 16 Philip­
pine government troops were left behind not 
far away. 

Ka Nilo ordered his men to grab their gear 
and head for the bush. The 16 government 
troops most likely would soon sweep through 
the village looking for signs of guerriJJa activ­
ity or support. We were sent with the Gs to 
hide along a steep, heavily vegetated slope in 
the nearby jungle. The troops paused for an 
hour or so in the village and moved on, never 
approaching our position. 

The helicopters present the NPA with 
their biggest problem, said Ka Nilo. They 
have become a particular bother since the 9 
February election in which Corazon Aquino 
rose to power. Despite the critics who 
charge that Aquino should spend more time 
kill ing guerrillas and less negotiating with 
them, Ka Ni lo said the military pressure has 
grown since she took power, especially 
from heliborne forces. 

" Before the presidential elections," Ka 
Ni lo said, "we saw troops only three times 
on this front. Ground troops are no problem , 

· but >fhen they fly around in the Hueys, we 
can't know where they're heading to , and 
they move very fast." 

To play it safe, Ka Nilo decided to keep 
his entire unit - and his journalistic guests 
- under wraps in the bush for the night. We 
had been passed over initially, but there was 
no g uara ntee the government troops 
wouldn't come back . l certainly did not 
relish the idea of standing between the two 
opposing forces and trying to explain who I 
was and what l was doing there. 

The next day seemed quieter , but in­
format ion continued to come in indicating 
that Manila ' s counterinsurgency sweep was 
not over. Ka Ni lo decided it was more sensi­
ble to postpone the already planned attack 
and withdraw to a safer area. After sunset, 
the guerri lla column withdrew silently to­
ward the mountains with our group of re­
porters in tow. After seven hours of river­
ford ing, sliding over slippery slopes and 
limping alo ng stream beds, we finally 
reached the rebels ' mountain sanctuario. It 
was a nother nondescript group in g of 
thatched huts, but much more isolated than 
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our previous bivouac and in a tactically safe 
position. 

Indoor accommodations were scarce 
here. Apparently there were other units here 
besides Ka Nilo 's platoon. Like many of his 
troops , the reporters had to spend the cold, 
windy night under the large overhanging 
roof in front of a hut , protected more or less 
from rain but still essentially in the open. No 
blankets were available. I awoke at dawn 
shivering after a restless sleep . A couple of 
the Gs made a fire. We hunkered down next 
to it , trying to dry our wet boots and socks . 

Just as we thought things might actually 
get somewhat comfortable , the sun rose 
rapidly over the mountain jungle. The day 
went from a penetrating cold dampness to a 
debilitating wet heat that wrapped itself 
around everything and made any attempt at 
movement seem senseless. 

Despite our own perception of their en­
vironment, though, the insurgents were un­
mistakably more relaxed while camping 
here. They spent much of their time resting 
and chatting. More attention was devoted to 
ideological and political indoctrination - a 
large selection of revolutionary writings 
apparent ly were available here and discus­
sions droned on for hours. 

The NPA was officially formed on 29 
March 1969 as the armed wing of the Com­
munist Party of the Philippines, or CPP. 
Although basically Marxist-Leninists, 
young rebels when asked will say , " The 
Chinese experience is closer to us." But 
then they go on to mention Nicaragua 's 
Sandinista Party , which largely takes its 
cues from Castro's Cuban government. It' s 
doubtful many of them could locate Nicara­
gua on a map , but there are a couple of 
legitimate comparisons , such as the com­
munists' exploitation of the radical clergy. 

While heaping praise on the Sandinistas , 
the party faithful we talked to still were 
critical of the Soviet Union, though not as 
much so as in the past. Ka Nilo said he 
opposes the Soviet invasion of Afghanistan 
and the Soviet-backed occupation of Cam­
bodia by the Vietnamese. 

Despite his cri ticism , though , Ka Nilo 
remains a practical man. " If the Soviets 
would offer us weapons," he said , " I think 
we should take them. Because we need arms 
and ammunition.' ' 

The popularity of President Aquino -
particularly the support given her by Gener­
al Fidel V. Ramos, an ardent anti­
communist who is chief of staff of the 
Armed Forces of the Philippines , and by 
Defense Minister Juan Ponce Enrile - was 
a major challenge to the insurgents. Many 
villagers who had supported the NPA as the 
only alternative suddenly found new hope in 
President Aquino's final victory. 

"Cory Aquino and Marcos are basically 
the same," warns Ka Benson, 29, a guerril­
la in Negros del Norte. " Ultimately it is 
U.S. imperialism that controls the Manila 
government anyway . '' 

Still , Aquino took steps not only to 
negotiate with the communists, but to dem­
onstrate her sincere intention to do so in 
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NPA communist rebels in the jungle display 
stolen government weapons. They also are 
wearing parts of captured government 
uniforms still bearing unit patches and the 
name tags of the former owners. 

good faith. She began by releasing 500 po­
litical prisoners, many of them jailed mem­
bers of the CPP and the NPA. 

"There are still a lot of other issues," 
insists one young , hardcore NPA trooper. 
"The fall of Marcos was only a first, tem­
porary victory . " 

Among the conditions the communists 
say must be met before they will give up 
armed struggle is the complete withdrawal 
of U.S. forces from strategic installations 
such as Clark Air Force Base and the mas­
sive naval complex at Subic Bay. If for 
nothing but purely economic reasons , Presi­
dent Aquino is in no position to meet this 
condition even if she wanted to. 

In any case, the NPA troopers with whom 
we traveled in northern Negros seemed in 
no way disposed to lay down their guns. We 
remained with them for several days in their 
mountain hideout , safely monitoring gov­
ernment troop movements. The NPA would 
merely wait for the right opportunity to 
march down again to attack the government 
post they had targeted. 

As for our own visit, it seemed that the 
guerrillas would have to wait until after our 
departure to initiate any action. Ka Nilo kept 
receiving intel about government troop 
movements . He finally decided to go on a 
reconnaissance mission himself. We were 
told we must await his return, which ended 
up being several more days. So we froze by 
night and suffered the heat of the day, break­
ing the monotony only with meals consisting 
of cassava roots, yams and dog meat. 

Eventually Ka Nilo returned. He said the 
AFP apparently planned to continue its activ­
ity in the area for an extended period. This 
made his plan to attack an outpost recklessly 
perilous at best. After a meeting with other top 
military commanders it was decided that the 
camp would disperse for two or three weeks 
and then reassess the situation in the hopes of a 
tactical improvement. 

But before our departure, Ka Nilo, possibly 
feeling a loss of face, sternly reminded me that 

this area was a new front , and that in the 
island's southern region the NPA regulars 
moved about with much more impunity. 

I had seen government statistics to back 
up his boast. ln Negros, the AFP had 31 
troops killed in NP A ambushes on 31 Janu­
ary and 22 February 1986. No less an au­
thority than Colonel lsegani de los Santos, 
commander of the Task Force Sugarland 
and assigned overall command of island 
COIN ops, estimated that the NPA has 500 
regulars operating in Negros. The colonel 
said this regular communist force is sup­
plemented by a support element numbering 
about 2,000 people, who provide tax collec­
tion, dissemination of information and 
propaganda , and security and intelligence. 

To counter this NPA threat on Negros, 
the AFP is fielding roughly 4,000 troops 
(two Infantry Battalions , seven PC com­
panies , one Scout Ranger company, one 
Composite Reaction Force , one Regional 
Spe<;:ial Action company , plus the INP and 
the local militia - the Civilian Home De­
fence Forces). I later witnessed army opera­
tions in the aftermath of several guerrilla 
incidents. In all cases the guerrillas suc­
ceeded in slipping away, completely avoid­
ing capture. 

Government military commanders blame 
their lack of success on a lack of helicopters , 
a posi tion strengthened by the communists' 
admitted fear of heliborne troops. Colonel 
Francisco Agudon , provincial commander 
of Negros del Norte, said he usually had 
only two of them available for all three 
provinces on Negros. Still, critics will 
argue, an abundance of helicopters in Viet­
nam could not guarantee area security in 
Vietnam. Be that as it may , helicopters have 
always made it easier to stay one step ahead 
of highly mobile guerri lla bands, and to 
hunt them down and kill them. 

Later on we accompanied heliborne 
troops flying around in their effort to locate 
the guerrillas - men I'd already located and 
lived with for days. Looking down from the 
chopper, the rice paddies, rolling sugar cane 
fields and villages all looked the same -
innocuous and peaceful. 

Ka Nilo's platoon, however, was down 
there somewhere, undetectable among the 
peasants, and waiting to strike again. ~ 
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SOI~ WEAPONS 

FA 
BULLPUP 
France's Unmusical Bugle 
Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 

FRENCH soldiers refer to it as "le 
Clairon." But this bugle spits bullets . It 

is not a pretty weapon - in fact, it's down­
right ugly. Esthetics, however, are of small 
consequence in the design of efficient 
weaponry. 

France's newest service rifle, the FA 
MAS (Fusi! Automatique, Manufacture 
d ' Armes de St. Etienne) , has already dem­
onstrated itself to be an effective and gener­
ally well-conceived piece of ordnance. First 
introduced in 1973 and subsequently mod­
ified, the FA MAS was adopted by the 
French armed forces and placed into pro­
duction in 1979. Manufactured by GIAT 
(Groupement Industriel des Armements 
Terrestres) at their St. Etienne arsenal , a 
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Firing the FA MAS from the prone 
position. As a bullpup, it can be fired from 
either shoulder. 

Bullpup-configured FA MAS - the French 
military's official infantry weapon. 

semiautomatic-only version of this interest­
ing assault rifle has been imported in limited 
quantity by Century International · Arins, 
Inc. (Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 714-C, St. 
Albans, Vermont 05478). 

After generations of discordant calibers 
- such as the 7.5mm rifle and 7.65mm 
Long pistol cartridges - the French finally 

FA MAS DISASSEMBLY 
The FA MAS is not difficult to disas­

semble. At least it wouldn't be if the 
instruction manual's garbled English 
and peculiar translations didn't get in the 
way. l:errns such as "mobile asselllbly" 
and "inertia amplifying lever" are a 
mystery to me, and I doubt if many read­
ers will understand them either. So let's 
start over in the King's English. 

Remove the sling and magazine and 
clear the weapon. Withdraw the long 
buttstock retaining pin by pushing it to 
the left. Pull the buttstock to the rear and 
separate it from the receiver. Snap off 
the cheekpiece. Withdraw the short re­
taining pin at the rear of the carrying 
handle which passes through the- rear 
sight base by pushing it to the left. Don' t 
Jose these pins. Shove the carrying han­
dle forward and pull it up and off the 
barrel and retracting mechanism. Push 
the hammer mechanism's captive retain­
ing pin. to the left and drop out the ham­
mer mechanism. 

Pull back on the retra.cting handle.just 
enough to relieve the pressure on its 
transverse retaining pin at the rear of the 
bolt carrier. Push this pin to the left and 
slide the bolt group out the rear of the 
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decided to play in NATO's orchestra and 
chambered the FA MAS for what is essen­
tially the U.S . 5.56x45mm Ml93 cartridge. 
It differs only by virtue of its Berdan primed 
steel case. Compatibility with NATO has 
been served and France now has a cartridge 
with proven efficiency in causing casualties. 

Hands-on use of this weapon has pro­
duced compliments - SOF's Paul Fan­
shaw, who employed the FA MAS rifle 
extensively while serving as a platoon 
sergeant in the French Foreign Legion, 
awards it a clean bill of health in all regards. 

Of so-called bullpup configuration, the 
FA MAS measures only 30.28 inches in 
overall length. Complete with flash sup­
pressor, the barrel is 19 .5 inches long. Odd­
ly cut with only three grooves, the rifling's 

RIGHT: FA MAS field stripped. 

BELOW: FA MAS bolt group. 

receiver. Move the bolt to the back of the 
carrier until the delay lever's arms are 
vertical. The bolt assembly wiJI now 
drop out of the carrier. Rotate the delay 
lever until its anns parallel the bolt's axis 
and separate it from the bolt body. The 
firing pin will now fall out the rear of the 
bolt body. Pry up the boll head's retain­
ing pin and separate it from the bolt 
body. The bolt's head can now be with­
drawn from the bolt body. The extractor 
and dummy extractor plug will fall away 
from the bolt's head and the ejector and 
spring will drop out the rear. 

No further disassembly is required. 
The plastic furniture appears to be im­
pervious to all the solvents we applied, 
including perchlorate ethylene. Since 
this weapon is not gas operated, feel free 
to lubricate everything your heart de­
sires. Re-assemble in the reverse order. 
When you insert the assembled bolt 
group into the carrier, first rotate the 
delay lever until its arms arc vertical. 
Then place the end of the firing pin into 
its hole in the carrier. Now you' II be able 
to lower the bolt into the carrier. When 
replacing the buttstock and upper hand­
guard retaining pins, insert them from 
the right side if you're left-handed and 
the left side if you're right-handed. 
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rate of right-hand twist remains one tum in 
every 12 inches. An optional pitch of one 
tum in 9 inches is avai.lable as a compromise 
to accommodate the SS 109 projectile. But 
in spite of its compactness , the FA MAS 
weighs 8.0 lbs. empty and minus the bipod 
- at the outer limits by today's standards. 
Steel parts are phosphate finished and the 
receiver has been anodized gray. 

Firing from the closed-bolt position, the 
method of operation is by means of delayed 
blowback. While this principle smacks of 
Heckler& Koch (early prototypes of the FA 
MAS were pictured with the G3 bayonet), 
the delay system has been taken directly 
from the French AA 52 General Purpose 
Machine Gun . 

A black plastic lower handguard , pinned 

FA MAS SPECIFICATIONS 
CaJiber . . ........ . .. . 5.56x45mm NATO; Ml93-type ammunition . 

Operation ......... . . . Retarded blowback using H-shaped delay lever. Fire from 
the closed-bolt position. 

Cyclic rate .. . ...... . . NIA, imported in semiautomatic only. 

Feed .. . .. .. ...... . ... 25-round detachable staggered box-type magazine. 

Weight, empty ...... . . 8.0 lbs. 

Length, overall .... . .. 30.28 inches. 

Barrel . .. . ........... Three-groove with a right-hand twist ofone tum in 12 inches. 

Barrel length ......... 19.5 inches, including flash suppressor. 

Sights . . . ...... . ...... Blade-type front; adjustable for windage zero; mounted on 
column pinned to barrel; sliding plastic cover with peep 
aperture for night fire (service versions equipped with 
luminous bead). Peep aperture rear sight; two hinged caps 
(front and rear) offer two aperture diameters; adjustable 
for elevation zero; three battle-sight positions: 300,400 
and 500 meters. Both sights protected by carrying handle 
on upper handguard. 

Finish ...... . .. . ..... Phosphate; gray, baked finish on alloy receiver body. 

Furniture .......... . . Black plastic. 

Accessories ........... Sling, spare magazines, spare parts and cleaning kit; mili-
tary-issue carrying case ($99); bayonet and scabbard 
($37.95) . 

Status ....... . .. . .... Currently in production; selective-fire model in service with 
French Armed Forces. 

Price ........ . . ..... . $999 to FFL holders, complete with bipod and all accesso-
ries, except carrying case and bayonet. 

Manufacturer ........ . Groupement Industriel des Armements Terrestres, Dept. 

Exclusive U.S. Distribu-

SOF, 10,place Georges-Clemenceau, 9221 I St. Cloud, 
France. 

tor ....... .. ......... Century International Arms, Inc . , Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
714-C, St. Albans, Vermont 05478. 
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to the barrel and receiver, extends back to 
the magazine well and cannot be removed. 
To accommodate the bull pup configuration , 
the trigger mechanism and pistol grip have 
been mounted to the lower handguard , for­
ward of the magazine well. The ergonomi­
cally-designed pistol grip has three fin ger 
grooves and a storage trap which contains a 
pl astic bottle of lubricant. 

The sheet-metal trigger guard can be 

RISING ABOVE THE 
COMPETITION 

Rising above the bore's axis by three 
inches, but fully protected by the upper 
handguard's carrying handle , the FA 
MAS sight system is the best non-optical 
effort to date in response to the combat 
environment of the modern battlefield . 

·A spring-steel, blade-type front sight 
has been fixed by meaos of an alien-head 
screw to the steel front column which, in 
turn, is pinned to the barrel. Windage 
zero is controlled by a notched wheel (on 
the left side of the sight blade) with a 
white index dot, that can be rotated when 
a plastic tab (attached to the sight blade) 
is pushed to the right until its detent 
clears the wheel's notches . To move the 
point of impact to the right , back off the 
threaded wheel and the blade will bend 
to the left. To move the point of impact 
to the left , tum the wheel clockwise and 
the blade will shift to the right. Each 
notch will move the point of impact 6 
centimeters at 200 meters , to the right or 
to the left. 

A sliding, plastic , peep aperture in 
front of the sight column can be pushed 
up to appear above the sight blade. It 's 
used for night firing . On rifles manufac­
tured for mil itary issue, this sliding bar 
contains a painted, luminous bead, em­
ployed in conjunction with a second rear 
sight asse1ubly (riveted to the carrying 
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pulled away from its rear retaining pin and 
rotated 180 degrees for firing with gloves 
under arctic conditions. The trigger is con­
nected to a long, thin strip of sheet-metal 
which rides in a slot on the right side of the 
receiver and reaches the hammer mecha­
nism located at the rear of the receiver. 
Trigger pull-weight was a spongy and vari­
able 8 to 9 lbs . on our test rifle. On the 
semiauto-only FA MAS , press ing the trig-

handle in front of the standard rear sight · 
assembly) with two promethium dots -
all of which have been omitted from the 
semiauto-only version . 

The rear sight is also mounted on a 
steel column, this time over the recoil 
spring's cylinder in front of the receiver. 
Elevation zero is adjusted by a plastic 
notched wheel in front of the sight col­
umn . There are index marks numbered 1 
through 6 which can be most conven­
iently reached with the upper handguard 
removed. Each notch raises or lowers 
the point of impact by 6 centimeters at 
200 meters. Raise the sight to raise the 
point of impact and vice versa. 

Threebattlesi.ght positions, marked 3, 
4 and 5 - for 300, 400 aod 500 meters , 
respectively - can be selected by a plastic 
knob at the rear of the sight column. Five 
hundred meters is most certainly the out­
er practical limit of this caliber without 
optical assistance. 

There are two hinged rear sight aper­
tures. Under normal lighting conditions, 
both apertures remain upright. The eye 
will select the small aperture in front, 
which is surrounded by a small sun­
shade. When firing in subdued light , flip 
down the front aperture to take advan­
tage of the larger aperture in the rear. At 
night both apertures are turned down to 
use the luminous sight system. The sight 
radius is 12 inches. 

It may be ugly, but the FA MAS is a 
practical and proven assault rifle. 

ger draws this spring-loaded bar forward to 
pull both the primary and secondary sears 
away from the hammer' s notch. 

A spring- loaded , plas tic catch in front of 
the magazine well must be pressed back to 
remove a magazine. Magazines are inserted 
by pushing them straight into the well. No 
rocking motion is required. There is no 
hold-open dev ice. But who cares? Thirty 
million Kalashnikovs have been manu fac­
tured without one, as well as millions ofG3s 
and Galils. And they all seem to do just fine 
in combat. 

FA MAS magazines hold 25 rounds and, 
in my opinion , are superior to those of the 
M 16 series. While not as heavy as Gali I or 
Beretta Model 70 magazines , the sturdy 
steel bodies are straight-li ne , without any 
curvature , with substanti al locking tabs 
punch-welded to the exterior , fron t and 
rear. Two-piece floorplates insure rapid di s­
assembl y. Only the fo llower is plastic. 

Because the firing pin is withdrawn from 
the bolt face by the delay lever's rotating 
cross-piece, there is no need for a spring. 
Other components of the bolt group include 
a removable bolt head with a spring-loaded , 
centrally located " bump" -type ejector, and 
an extractor and dummy extractor plug. 

ABOVE: FA MAS front sight assembly. 

BELOW: FA MAS rear sight assembly . 



ABOVE: FA MAS bayonet is the same 
design as the rifle's predecessor - the MAS 
49/59 semiauto. 

BELOW: FA MAS cleaning kit and spare 
parts. 

Being a bullpup, the FA MAS can be 
modified to fire from either shoulder. To 
change the FA Mj\S from right- to left-hand 
ejection, withdraw the bolt head after re­
moving its notched retaining pin on top of 
the bolt body, insert the extractor into the 
left side of the bolt head and the dummy 
plug into the right side. The extractor will 
now spin empty cases out to the left. Noth­
ing else is required for left-hand ejection, 
other than to snap the cheekpiece onto the 
right side of the buttstock. 

This cheekpiece was neoprene-covered 
sheet-metal on early specimens. It is now a 
light plastic molding, but still quite com­
fortable. Both ejection ports are cut into the 
plastic buttstock molding - one or the other 
being blocked by the cheekpiece. A spring 
buffer in the top of the buttstock compresses 
about an inch before rebounding. To reduce 
costs, it has been eliminated on the semi­
auto-only version as its cushioning effect on 
the reciprocating parts is not required in 
semiautomatic fire. There is a stippled, 
neoprene buttplate with fixed sling swivels 
on either side. 

The upper handguard certainly contrib­
utes more than its share to this rifle 's gro­
tesque appearance. It also acts as a carrying 
handle and protects the sights which rise 3 
inches above the bore's axis . A lightweight 
tubular aluminum bi pod has been bolted to a 
bracket under the handguard. The non­
adjustable legs, with plastic feet , fold along 
the sides of the handguard when not in use. 
To employ, simply pull out on the leg and 
rotate to the extended position. This useful 
feature adds only 6 oz. to the overall weight. 

Continued on page 98 
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TECHNICAL DATA 
The FA MAS is not an overly com­

plex weapon. But since this rifle is un­
like the standard NATO weapons that 
most people are accustomed to, it might 
be a good idea to go over its internal 
mechanics . So let' s start with the bolt 
group. 

A delay lever with two parallel , 
angled arms, joined by a rounded cross­
piece, connects the bolt body to the car­
rier. When the bolt is in battery, the 
lower ends of these arms butt against two 
protrusions on the bolt body and a hard­
ened steel pin across the receiver, very 
much like the locking shoulders on the 
Bren Gun or FN FAL rifle . The upper 
ends ride in open camways in the bolt 
carrier. 

After firing a cartridge, pressure from 
the expanding gases throws the cartridge 
case against the bolt face to initiate its 

· rearward movement. The moving bolt 
causes the delay lever to rotate back­
wards. As the tGp delay lever arms are 
longer than the bottom arms, they drive 
the bolt carrier rearward at a greater 
velocity than the bolt itself. Thus, while 
the available energy is largely expended 
in accelerating the carrier backward, the 
bolt's rearward travel is retarded until 
chamber pressures drop to a safe level. 
At the same time, the delay lever's 
cross-piece rotates and engages a notch 
in the firing pin to pull it back away from 
the bolt's face. 

On full-auto versions the bottom of 
the delay lever's left arm also presses 
down on a spring-loaded rod which re­
leases the safety sear. Should the delay 
lever break, the rifle will cease to oper­
ate. This rod and provision for its in­
stallation in the receiver have been omit­
ted from the semiautomatic-only ver­
sion. Although the bolt is never really 
locked in the conventional sense, and 
some have feared premature extraction 
when pressures are still high enough to 
cause severe case deformation, the sys­
tem works reliably - whether brass or 
steel cartridge cases are fired. 

During recoil, when the bolt carrier 
rolls back the hammer, the hammer's 
notch first engages the secondary sear. 
Should the action short-cycle, the secon­
dary sear acts as a disconnector to pre­
vent full-auto fire. As the hammer con­
tinues to pivot rearward, the primary 
sear engages and the trigger must be 
released and pulled once more to fire 
another shot. Constructed of high­
impact plastic, the hammer and sear 
housing are held to the receiver by a 
single captive pin. 

The selector lever lies within the trig­
ger guard directly in front of the trigger. 
Pivoting the lever so that it is parallel to 

FA MAS retracting handle and recoil 
spring cylinder. 

the barrel's axis locks the trigger in the 
safe position. Rotating the lever to either 
the right or left will provide semiauto­
matic fire . On service models the left 
position will produce full-auto fire . In 
addition , a separate burst-fire controller 
of the re-setting rachet type, removed 
from our semiautomatic-only test speci­
men , is .located within the hammer 
assembly . It offers a selection of either 
three-shot bursts or unrestricted full­
auto fire. 

The retracting mechanism, somewhat 
reminiscent of the AR-lOs, is mounted 
above ~be barrel. Its cylinder, per­
manently sealed and lubricated, contains 
the recoil spring. This cylinder slides 
into a hollow on top of the bolt carrier, 
where it is retained by a transverse steel 
pin held captive by a spring-loaded ball 
detent. The retractmg mechanism thus 
reciprocates with the recoiling parts. A 
small amount of the recoiling energy is 
probably initially expended in the effort 
required to drive the spring-lqaded re­
tracting handle off its latch above the 
barrel, further retarding the blowback 
action . 

A set of grooves at the rear of the bolt 
carrier permits it to slide on rails milled 
into the aluminum alloy receiver. Pinned 
to the receiver, the three-groove barrel 
has a fluted chamber. This feature, a 
characteristic also of the entire Heckler 
& Koch s.eries of retarded bJowback 
weapons, improves extraction by using 
the propellent gases as a lubricating film 
about the cartridge case. 

A series of rings about the front end of 
the barrel, together with an adjustable 
collar, seat rifle grenades and control 
their position to vary the trajectory. 
These rings and the grenade sight in the 
upper handguard were eliminated from 
the semiautomatic-only versions at the 
insistence of the BATF. The barrel col­
lar no longer rotates and serves only to 
hold the bayonet. 

Patterned after that of the G3, the 
flash suppressor has six ports. Slotted 
for a fixed stud on the bayonet, the muz­
zle device rotates 360 degrees so the 
bayonet can be located in any position 
arou.nd the barrel. 
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SOI~ COMBAT REPORT 

YANK IN 
AFGHANISTAN 

West Pointer Finds His Battle 

EDITOR'S NOTE: This is the second part 
of a saga by Gene Scroft, the nom de guerre 
of a West Point graduate who served with 
the 82nd Airborne and 75th Rangers. He 
went to Afghanistan in 1984 (see "Holy 
War Combat Tour," SOF, December '86) 
to volunteer for military service with the 
mujahideen. After a short disappointing 
stay in the remote tri-border region, Scroft 
returned to Pakistan and joined a caravan 
headed toward Badghis, located in north 
central Afghanistan, east of the Morghab 
River and north of the Hari Rud. 

This second trip took Scroft into the cen­
tral Hazarajet - populated by pro­
Khomeini, Shi'ite Muslims of Mongolian 
descent- and over the western edge of the 
Hindu Kush mountains, along trails rising 
from 6,500 to 14,000 feet. Scroft walked 
for 50 days through geographic extremes 
ranging from barren salt pans to green val-
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by Gene Scroft 

leys lush beneath the abandoned drabness of 
16th- and 17th-century mud forts squatting 
on ridgelines above. But like his first foray, 
in Badghis Scroft met resistance cells more 
interested in complaining about Soviet in­
vaders than killing them. 

Still hungry for battle, Scroft decided to 
strike out for Herat, a major city near the 
Iranian border. After announcing his inten­
tion , Scroft was robbed of his rifle while 
asleep and then sent under armed guard to a 
village near Baba Morghab. From there he 
went from village to village until he reached 
Herat. 

Since Scroft was in Herat, the mujahi­
deen leadership there have made public 
appeals for help in surviving particularly 
ferocious attacks by the Soviets and Afghan 
troops from the puppet government . The 
Afghan resistance typically exaggerates 
victories and minimizes losses, so such a 

public appeal must mean the situation in 
Herat is particularly bad for the freedom 
fighters . 

But while Scroft was there, the resistance 
was faring much better. And under tracer-lit 
night skies, Scroft found what he was seek­
ing: combat. He helped the mujahideen 
attack a militia post one night. It was a 
mixed success. The target was ovenun, but 
Scroft was almost killed because of difficul­
ty distinguishing good guys from bad. In his 
second Herat firefight, he again came under 
friendly fire while clearing a building. But it 
was a more clear-cut victory, one that in­
cluded a torched Communist Party school 
and the capture of 10 prisoners, eight assault 
rifles and a 7.62mm machine gun , all with­
out losing a single man. 

This second and final part of Scroft 's 
story begins with the fate of those JO prison­
ers. 

PRISONERS often are a problem. 
Guarding them is a manpower drain, 

usually more trouble than it's worth. And 
communist troops in Afghanistan rarely 
fight to the last man. Usually there are three 
options. All are aimed at producing assets 
and eliminating liabilities for the Afghan 
resistance. 

Option one. Captured Herat residents are 
offered to their families for a ransom. The 
family must guarantee they will not return to 
enemy ranks. This option provides revenue 
to the mujahideen group , known in Herat as 
a committee. 

Option two. Prisoners from other areas 
are offered the chance to join the mujahi­
deen. This boosts manpower. 

While in Heral, Scroft witnessed a 
mujahideen wedding. This after-ceremony 
shows the groom standing in the middle 
with a new blue turban. Even in the midst 
of war there is time for joy. Photo: Gene 
Scro ft 
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Option three. A firing squad. This elimi­
nates the need for guards. It also makes 
options one and two popular choices. Many 
of the best mujahideen warriors once served 
the communists. 

Actually there is a fourth option - not 
really an option , as far as the prisoner is 
concerned - reserved for those avowing 
Communist Party membership, or who are 
subsequently identified as such . I witnessed 
one example. 

We searched a prisoner and found a com­
munist membership card in his pocket. His 
bare feet were tied to a pole. The mujahi­
deen whipped his feet with a one-inch-thick 
stick. [This technique is known as bastona­
do, a Spanish word meaning " to hit wit~ a 
stick . " The practice originated in the 
Orient, spread throughout Central Asia and 
finally to Spain.] The pain is excruciating 
for the subject, extremely effective for the 
interrogator. In 30 seconds the prisoner was 
crying like a baby. Before the minute was 
up , he had begun naming communist agents 
who had infiltrated muj ahideen commit­
tees. Two days later, after he had given up 
all useful information , he was shot. 

Some cases weren ' t as clear-cut . The 
communists often kidnap men from as far 
away as Jalalabad to serve in Herat. In a 
strange city they feel isolated and so are less 
likely to defect. When we captured a man in 
the bazaar·, whom no one recognized and 
who refused to name his village, we decided 
he must be a transplanted communist. 

After three days of beatings, he still 
couldn ' t , or wouldn ' t , tell us anything. One 
night he grabbed his guard's rifle and tried 
to escape. The mujahideen cut him down 
before he went three steps. 

A Miraculous Escape 
Prisoners of both sides in Afghanistan are 

subject to torture and execution. While I was 
in Herat , a mujahideen spy at an Afghan gov­
ernment facility was captured . He was beaten 
repeatedly , then hooked up for electric shock 
torture. After this failed to elicit the desired 
information , he was buried up to the neck. He 
remained this way for weeks and was sub­
jected to ruthless questioning. One day an 
interrogator, overcome with frustration at the 
prisoner's refusal to talk, finally shot him in 
the head and walked away. 

Darkness. He felt his eyes open. Darkness. 
It was a few minutes before the prisoner was 
convinced he was still alive. The bullet had 
passed through the right side of his head and 
exited through his cheek. Miraculously, noth­
ing vital was damaged . He remained motion­
less in the darkness for a few more hours , still 
believing that this ultimately would be his 
grave. Amazed at his survival, he was still 
frozen by the fear that his would-be execution­
ers were waiting. He finally dug himself out 
and half ran, half crawled through the fields to 
our committee. 

Afghanistan is total war. There are no real 
rules of engagement or no-fire zones. Typical 
of modem guerrilla warfare, it ' s often im­
possible to tell the difference between civilians 
and combatants. War in Afghanistan is brutal 
and barbarous, the way war must be- lest we 
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TOP: Author, right, poses with two buddies 
from the mujahideen in Hera!. The weapon 
on the tripod is a Chinese-made B-10 82mm 
recoilless smoothbore. Propped against it on 
the left is a Chinese RPG-7 used by the 
author to destroy a BRDM II. The author 
also used the RPG-2 on the right in another 
attack. 

ABOVE: Dr. Amin, with back to camera, 
prepares to extract AK round from the 
stomach of a wounded freedom fighter in 
Hera!. The man later died. 

grow too fond of it. 
The Third Attack 

Abdul Ahmad , the commander of my 
committee , decided to attack an enemy post 
overlooking an important crossroads in 
Herat . About midnight we positioned our 
recoilless on a roof 100 meters from the 
post. We planned to attack through a gar­
den, but the entrance was boarded up. I 
began to cut the wires holding the boards 
together with a Soviet bayonet when the 
recoilless opened fire . 

I felt a sharp pain in my shoulder. The 
gunner had fired so short that I'd been hit by a 
fragment from an 82mm mortar round. It 
wasn't serious , but being hit by my own peo­
ple pissed me off. 

We pushed the debris from the door and 

ran into a storage room in the garden. Un­
fortunately, a 12-foot-high wall stood be­
tween the garden and the post. The mujahi­
deen immediately began to argue about 
what to do next. 

After about five minutes of wasted talk , I 
ran into the garden to look for a way into the 
post. I was surveying the area from behind a 
well when a grenade exploded. The new 
Soviet grenades use a perforated wire for 
shrapnel - just like the American models 
- and one of the fragments hit me in the 
head . I could taste the blood pouring down 
my face. But the wound wasn ' t deep , so I 
just bandaged it with my scarf and ran into a 
row of rooms along the side of the garden. 

Moving from room to room , I was able to 
get up against the inside of an exterior wall. 
I still couldn ' t see the post, though. After 
throwing some grenades over the wall , I ran 
back to the well. Another grenade was 
thrown from the post's second story and 
landed right in front of me . I ran for cover in 
the storage room. But I wasn' t quick 
enough. It exploded, peppering my ass with 
shrapnel. 

I was already dizzy from the head wound. 
Now the metal in my butt made it difficult to 
walk. But I didn ' t complain. These were 
mere scratches compared to some of the 
wounds I 'd seen in Herat. 
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Our garden position was worthless , so we 
moved back to the recoilless. The enemy 
had fled after the 82mm finally found its 
range, so the only fire we received was from 
a 12 .7mm machine gun a block away. 
Dodging the 12. 7 mm tracers that raked the 
rooftops , we dropped into the post. 

We found one commie hiding in the com­
pound. I was angry at being hit three times 
without getting a good shot at the enemy, so 
I took out my anger on this guy. I punched 
the prisoner in the nose , splattering blood 
over both of us. Abdul Ahmad killed him 
before we left . 

Riding By The Russians 
Weeks passed without an attack after this 

battle . As frustrating as it was, it was the old 
soldier's game: waiting. I was complaining 
about the inactivity to Dr. Am in when 
another of his guests offered to take me to 
fight along with his committee. 

We hailed a karachi, a horse-drawn taxi, 
and headed for the eastern part of the city. 
Karachis continue to operate throughout 
Herat. It takes more than war to stop person­
al enterprise . We moved down a broad 
street directly toward a fort wi th a red flag 
flying from its tower. I asked if maybe we 
should tum off the main road to avoid get­
ting shot. My escort just laughed and ex­
plained that this post was one of about a 
half-dozen that had a spec ial agreement 
with the mujahideen: You don' t bother us 
and we won' t bother you . 

I was well-treated at the new committee, 
but I could see that the commander wasn ' t 
overly committed to combat. One young 
muj ahideen, about 18 years old , named 
Ibraham noticed my disappointment and 
bravely offered to take me on an attack with 
him. I jumped at the chance. 

I had no idea what we were going to 
attack. There were only fourof us. But it fe lt 
good to be on the prowl again. We moved 
through back alleys for about an hour and 
then climbed to the rooftops. The inhabi­
tants weren't too happy with our uninvited 
intrusion, but we just ignored them. 

At 0900 hours we crawled onto a roof 
surrounded by walls four fee t high. I looked 
over the wall and saw an enemy position 
less than 100 meters away. I thought our 
position was pretty good . We could blow 
the hell out of them with our RPG-2 and 
withdraw before they came to their senses. 
The RPG-2 is an old weapon but effective at 
close range . 

A Tactics Lesson 
My enthusiasm ebbed when I looked over 

the wall to our right and saw another com­
munist position just across the street. Ibra­
ham had placed us in the perfect place to 
receive crossfire from both posts. This boy 
definitely needed a lesson in tact ics. 

All the mujahideen except fo r Ibraham 
disappeared downstairs when · I loaded one 
of our two rockets. I decided it wasn' t im­
portant. Better one brave comrade than an 
army of cowards. 

The rocket I fired hit just below the sand­
bags of the enemy position . Two of the 
enemy were cut in half as they had their 
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METERS AND 
MUJAHIDEEN 

When I returned to Quetta after 10 
months inside, I made a courtesy call to · 
the pol itical officer who had set up my 
trip across the border. He was genuinely 
upset about my treatment in Morghab 
and let me stay in his guest room. I had 
every intention of returning to the States 
as soon as possible, but when he asked 
me to train his mujahideen I accepted. 

The political officer was motivated 
toward training after he saw the mov ie 
"Rambo. " He wanted me to teach. his 
men the techniques he saw in the movie. 
Hell , I realized that Rambo's techniques 
were pure Hollywood., but at least they 
had motivated th:is man to want training 
for his men. 

I stayed in Quetta for a couple of 
weeks, working on a training manual in 
Pashtu (the onl y one I know to exist) . 
After the political officer helped get my 
visa squared away (it had long since 
expired), I was off to the training camp 
located southeast of Kandahar. 

The camp was located in an area that 
was once a Baluchi insurgent base . The 
Baluchi guerrillas are fighting the Paks 
for an independent Baluchistan (an area 
that covers much of we~tern Pakistan). 
The Paks are only too willing to give the 
mujahideen weapons if they keep the 
insurgents out. 

Scroft works his worry beads while in 
Rabat. 

Training the Afghans was a unique 
experience . They have little sense of 
accomplishment. I also had to be very 
careful making any assumptions about 
what they understood . 

In one class I tried to explain the lead 
J,Ule for aircraft. You know , JOO meters 
for fast movers, 50 meters for helicop­
ters. I talked for 15 minutes before I 
realized that they didn 't know what a 
meter was. I had to use landmarks to 
explain it to them. 

When we broke for chow, a man came 
up , pointed at the chalk drawing of a 
helicopter I used in the class and trium­
phantly exclaimed, " That' s a helicop­
ter, isn ' t it?" 

After lunch , I retaught the class . 
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morning tea. Both posts responded im­
mediately and ou r roof erupted with 
machine-gun impacts. We were p inned 
down but safe from direct fire as long as we 
squatted against the wall. 

Our situation on the rooftop reminded me of 
one of those war movies in which someone 
would put a helmet on a stick and hold it above 
the trench only to get it shot full of holes. I 
overcame my temptation to ape Ibraham and 
fire blind over the wall. When I was in the 
army I always told my troops to either aim 
their fire or don't shoot. I wasn't going to let a 
little stress tum me into a hypocrite. 

Holding my breath, I popped over the 
wall and fired three to four aimed shots 
before taking cover. I continued to engage 
the enemy in this way until my ammunition 
ran low. I don't know if I was any more 
effective than Ibraham, but I did feel better 
for it. 

After about 15 minutes of throwing gre­
nades, exchanging rifle fire and yelling in­
sults, we moved to a rooftop closer to the 
second post. I had to balance myself on 
stacked boxes in order to fire the RPG over a 
high wall. T he rocket hit the post and 
wounded one of the militiamen. We finally 
withdrew when we ran out of ammunition. 

On the way back, we had to cross a road 
the enemy had under fire. Feeling pretty 
cocky, I ran back and forth across the road 
yelling obscenities at the enemy. Childish , 
but great fun. 

A Battle In The Bazaar 
The next day we headed for the bazaar · 

again . One of the men in lbraham's commit-
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tee needed a rifle . Our plan was to kill a 
group of three communist mi litiamen who 
policed the bazaar and take the ir weapons. 
(Other bazaars ih Herat are controlled by the 
mujahideen .) 

At about 1400 hours we found an alley 
that lead directly toward the militia sentry 
post, which was located in a small room 
with a firing port cut into the wall. The 
committee member without a rifle, a kid 
about 16 years old, nonchalantly walked up 
the alley and threw a grenade at the room's 
opening. He missed. It exploded harmlessly 
in the street , alerting every enemy in the 
neighborhood. 

I moved toward the room, trying to keep 
as flat as possible against the al ley wall. 
Ibraham was right behind me. We were 
dead if someone took an aimed shot out of 
that firing port. 

At the end of the alley we began getting fire 
from the same two posts we had attacked the 
day before. The rounds impacted about a foot 
above our heads - if we bent at the waist. 
Giggling like school kids, we shouted insults 
at the enemy: Kuni! (homosexual), Kaff1r! 
(infidel); things like that. 

The room was five meters away across 
the bazaar road . I threw two grenades and 
they exploded inside the room. I was sure 
that the occupants were down , but I decided 
to throw another. I pulled the pin. Before I 
could throw it, Kalashnikov fire exploded 
all around me. Some sucker was still alive in 
there. 

We quickly retreated down the alley. 
While we laughed at our close call, I noticed 
that I still had the pinless grenade in my 
hand. Luckily, I hadn ' t released the spoon. 
The enemy was too far away for an accurate 
throw , so I decided to roll the grenade in 
front of the room and use the dust to cover 
my second throw . 

My roll was short and the grenade ex­
ploded at the end of the alley . I ran up 
behind the dust anyway and threw another 
grenade into the room. After the .explosion, 
someone called out from the room, begging 
for us to stop throwing grenades. He threw 
his Kalashnikov into the street. That didn ' t 
do us much good. Tracer rounds from the 

two posts flew back and forth directly over 
the rifle. 

A Foolish Risk 
The kid without a weapon was almost 

drooling as he looked at the rifle in the 
street. I knew that he was trying to decide if 
he should try to run out and pick it up . I then 
decided to do something a professional sol­
dier should never do. I decided to take a 
foolish risk and grab the rifle myself. 

By now I had a reputation for bravery and 
I wasn't going to be shown up by the kid . I 
laid my weapon down and ran across the 
street. My plan was to grab the rifle on the 
run , dive into the room and kill everything 
inside. Well , about mid-stride I thought bet­
ter of it and decided not to slow down and 
pick up the rifle. I didn ' t want to be any 
more of a target than I had to be. 

Because of this split-second decision, I 
entered the room unarmed. There was only 
one militiaman sitting in the corner. Even 
after three grenades exploded in that little 
room, he was only slightly wounded. But I 
had no trouble taking him prisoner. I re­
moved his ammo belt and vest (I needed a 
vest) and tried to get him to stand up. He 
wouldn't budge. 

I called out to the mujahideen that every­
thing was OK and started hitting the com­
mie in the face as an incentive to stand up. 
T he kid who needed a rifle ran over and 
picked up the Kalashnikov, but when he 
saw me hitting this guy he ran back to the 
alley . 

Finally I picked up the commie and threw 
him out the door. Instead of running into the 
alley, he stopped in the middle of the street and 
begged not to be taken prisoner. The mujahi­
deen obliged - they shot him at least fifty 
times. A piece of his skull flew off and cut my 
arm. It was my only wound of the day. 

RPG Roadwork 
Four days later we decided to conduct an 

Continued on page 101 

A mujahideen supply tent in Rabat. The 
bags contain onions and flour . The sheep 
will provide a meat supplement to the 
meager diet of the mujahideen. 
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Lt. Col. Weldon Honeycutt, 3/187th CO, 
directs his troops during Operation Apache 
Snow. Honeycutt was wounded three times 
during the vicious 10-day battle to secure 
Hill 937 - Hamburger Hill. Photo: 
Associated Press 
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OPERATION 
APACHE 
SNO 
Grinding the NVA 
on Hamburger Hill 

by Sam Zaffiri 

I N 1969 General Creighton Abrams, the 
new MACY (Military Assistance Com­

mand, Vietnam) commander, decided it 
was finally time to go back into the A Shau 
Valley (a Jong-time bastion of the NVA, 

GRUNT'S-EYE VIEW 
Sam Zaffiri knows his subject from 

both sides of the fence. He served as a 
mortarman in Vietnam with the 1st In­
fantry Division, and is a historical re­
searcher with a master's degree in Eng­
lish. Zaffiri has published a number of 
articles on the Vietnam War, including 
"A Tale of Two Battles " for the 
September '85 SOF. 

Medevac! Troopers of the lOlst carry a 
wounded buddy to waiting Huey. 
Hamburger Hill cost 56 Americans killed 
and 420 wounded for " a particular piece of 
terrain of no tactical significance." Photo: 
Department of Defense 

located along the Laotian border in northern 
I Corps) in force and neutralize once and for 
all the NV A operations there. Unlike pre­
vious assaults on the valley, which had been 
limited by time and manpower, the plan this 
time called for large numbers of troops 
backed by almost unlimited firepower to 
attack the entire length of the valley and 
sweep it clean of NV A troops and supplies. 

Operation Apache Snow was to be one of 
the largest airrnobile operations of the Viet­
nam War. The attack would be a direct 
challenge to the North Vietnamese cadre 
inhabiting the valley - they could either 
abandon their arms caches and base camps 
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Slicks unload troops of Bravo Company, 
3/187th at the beginning of Operation 
Apache Snow. Photo: U.S. Army 
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and flee into Laos, or they could defend 
them and face destruction. 

Their decision to stand and fight set the 
stage for what many would call the toughest 
- and most notorious - single battle of the 
Vietnam War. It would talce place at a then­
unknown mountain the Vietnamese called 
Dong Ap Bia. On Army maps it was known 
as Hill 937. Troops who fought there would 
call it Hamburger Hill. 

Among the units involved in Apache 
Snow was the 3rd Battalion, 187th Infantry, 
!Olst Airborne Division . Their landing 
zone (LZ) would place them about 1,800 
meters from Dong Ap Bia, on the western 
edge of the A Shau. Their mission: recon­
in-force (RIF) the surrounding area, and 
especially Dong Ap Bia. 

Guided by their commander, Lieutenant 
Colonel Weldon Honeycutt, who 9rches­
trated the assault while flying his own com­
mand and control ship, the first Rakkasans 
of the 187th Infantry began lifting off from 
Firebase Blaze at 0800 hours on 10 May 
1969. After securing their LZ, the com­
panies began to move toward the high 
ground. 

Honeycutt set up his command post on a 
piece of high ground about 1,000 meters 
from the LZ. Mortarmen worked quickly to 
lay in their tubes while engineers using 
chainsaws and axes began toppling trees 
and preparing an LZ. . 

Events were moving rapidly. Only a short 
distance from the original LZ, Alpha and 
Charlie companies, though they had yet to 
malce any contact with the enemy, were 
discovering huts and bunkers everywhere. 
A number of still-smoldering fires made it 
obvious that someone had deserted the area 
only minutes before. Overhead, the pilots of 
light-observation helicopters flying at 
treetop level were likewise sighting huts and 

bunkers scattered in the area around Dong 
Ap Bia. 

Honeycutt soon realized that his battalion 
had set right down in the middle of an 
enemy base area. He still had no idea how 
many enemy troops might be there, but he 
knew that if the North Vietnamese decided 
to defend it he was going to need all the help 
he could get. He requested that brigade re­
lease his Bravo Company, which was being 
held in reserve. By 1600 hours all of Bravo 
was on their way out. 

Once Bravo Company was down on the 
LZ, they began to move up the ridge to the 
battalion command post (CP). Here they re­
ceived orders to pass through the CP area and 
set up a night defensive position (NDP) about 
500 meters south. In the morning, Bravo was 
to use the NDP as a jumping-off point for a 
company-sized RlF of Dong Ap Bia. 

Though Alpha and Charlie companies 
were continuing to discover numbers of 
abandoned huts and bunkers, it was Bravo, 
still heading up the ridge toward the top of 
Dong Ap Bia, that had Lt. Col. Honeycutt 
most concerned. At 0910 they had reported 
finding two dead NY A and a small cache of 
weapons and ammunition, but for the last 
hour had been unable to find anything but a 
few blood trails. At 1100 they reported that 
the trail was littered with equipment and 
weapons. Every few steps forward , Bravo's 
point man discovered something different: 
bags of rice, satchel charges , AK-47s, RPG 
launchers, Chicom grenades and chunks of 
C-4 explosive. All the debris looked staged, 
deliberately placed in order to keep drawing 
Bravo Company farther and farther up the 
mountain. 

Bravo was under orders to keep moving 
and that's what they did. At 1300 hours the 
lead element made the most startling dis­
covery of the day - one they knew wasn't 
staged. Running parallel to the trail they 
found a number of communication wires 
neatly attached to trees . The wires were 
running east toward Dong Ap Bia and west 
down into a streambed and toward Laos. 

By now, everyone knew that it was only a 
matter of time before the NY A hit them and 
hit them hard. There had to be something 
very important on this mountain for the 
enemy to run wire up it; Honeycutt sus­
pected a large part of the 29th NY A Regi­
ment was the answer. 

On the morning of 12 May, Honeycutt 
began maneuvering his battalion to get it in 
position for a three-company armed recon 
of Dong Ap Bia, which he set for the 13th, 
but stiff opposition and dense jungle made 
progres·s nearly impossible. By the end of 

Exhausted lOlst Airborne Division troopers 
display captured NV A 12. 7mrn heavy 
machine gun. Photo: U.S. Army 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 73 



After the battle: Sixty days later, 
Hamburger Hill still evoked a surreal, 
moonscaped image. Photo: U.S. Army 
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the day, with all three of his companies 
floundering in the jungle, Honeycutt real­
ized that his recon of Dong Ap Bia would 
have to be postponed one more day. 

With first light on the 13th, however, Hon­
eycutt set his companies on the move again in 
an attempt to get them in position for his 
planned assault on the 14th. Preceded by 
bomb strikes and artillery fire, the companies 
once again started toward Dong Ap Bia. For a 
while each company advanced steadily but 
then the NV A opened fire, inflicting casualties 
throughout the battalion, and especially on 
Delta Company. 

On the morning of the 14th, with Delta 
Company held up by casualties and the 
jungle, Honeycutt realized that he was 
going to have to make his first coordinated 
recon of Dong Ap Bia with just two com­
panies. With Alpha securing the battalion 
CP against a possible enemy ground attack, 
Bravo and Charlie were going to have to go 
up the mountain alone. It was not a possibil­
ity the colonel relished , but waiting another 
day would give the NV A more time to 
strengthen their defenses on the mountain 
and bring in reinforcements from Laos . 

The attack stalled. Command elements of 
Bravo Company were fired on by their own 
helicopter gunships and their momentum 
was lost. 

Honeycutt was not angry about having to 
stop the attack - the intensity of the day 's 
fighting had pointed out to him that his 
battalion was outnumbered and outgunned 
by the NV A unit dug in on Dong Ap Bia. 

When the brigade commander visited the 
battalion later in the afternoon, Honeycutt 
requested additional troops . The !st Battal­
ion, 506th Infantry was ordered to move 
cross-country toward Dong Ap Bia, cut the 

Grunts weren't the only casualties during 
Operation Apache Snow. In many cases, 
NV A gunners atop ridgelines were able to 
fire down onto choppers landing in the A 
Shau Valley. Photo: Pratt Museum 

enemy infiltration route in and out of Laos 
and join the attack on the mountain . 

Around noon on 14 May Honeycutt or­
dered Bravo and Alpha companies to start 
their move toward the mountain. There 
wasn ' t any contact until 1300 hours when 
the NV A on the mountain blew some clay­
mores in Bravo's forward element, wound­
ing several men . 

By then both companies were in the first 
bunker line, and the grunts began spreading 
out from the trail and taking out the bunkers 
with grenades and recoi lless rifle fire. 

By 1330 hours they were through the first 
bunker line and rapidly advancing toward 
the second. The companies were on-line 
now , moving through an area littered with 
fallen trees and blasted stumps. In groups of 
three and four, the men jumped over the 
fallen trees or, if they were too high, 
crawled under them and kept advancing. 
There were NV A everywhere: in spider 
holes , in the treetops , in trenches and bun­
kers and bomb craters . The fighting was 
close-in and brutal. 

But the men in the companies kept mov­
ing forward , blowing bunkers apart with 
their 90mm recoilless rifles or M79 grenade 
launchers , grenading NV A trenches and 
spider holes or shooting snipers off their 
treetop perches . 

By 1400 hours both companies were 
through the second bunker line and moving 
up the side of the mountain. The grunts 
reconed by fire as they moved forward, 
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TOP: Troops airmobile into the A Shau 
Valley. Sixty-five UH-IH helicopters 
initiated Operation Apache Snow on IO May 
1969 by landing assault troops on five 
pre-selected landing zones. Photo: 
Department of Defense 

ABOVE: Remnants of NV A 29th Regiment 
gear after the battle of Hamburger Hill. 
Some intelligence estimates put more than 
2,000 NV A troops on Dong Ap Bia during 
the height of the fighting. Photo: U.S. Army 

blasting away on automatic at everything in 
ffont of them. 

Back in his CP, Lt. Col. Honeycutt 
couldn't believe how fast his companies 
were advancing, nor the radio messages he 
was receiving. 

"We're only a hundred meters from the 
top," Captain Littnan, Bravo's CO, re­
ported. 

A few minutes later, Alpha Company's 
Captain Harkins radioed: "We're about 75 
meters from the top. " 
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About 14 10 hours, just as Bravo Com­
pany was preparing to make their final push 
on the mountain , a pairof gunships called in 
to support the attack mistakenly fired their 
rockets into the company's command 
group. Two men were killed instantly and 
another 14 seriously wounded, including 
the CO, his forward observer and the first 
sergeant. The destruction of the command 
group had knocked the heart out of Bravo 
Company and turned what would have like­
ly been a successful final assault into confu­
sion and disorder. 

North Vietnamese defenders, as if sens­
ing that the momentum· of the battle had 
again swung over to them, launched a coun­
terattack. Groups of enemy soldiers began 
attacking Alpha Company's right flank 
while others rushed south down trails and 
tried to hit the company in the rear. Hon­
eycutt told Capt. Harkins to put out fire to 
his flanks, then shifted all available mortar 
and artillery fire in close to the company's 
perimeter. 

Still, even with the mortar and artillery 
support, Alpha had to fight every foot of the 
way back down the ridge. It wasn't until 
1600 hours that they linked up with Bravo 
Company at the LZ and began digging in for 
the night. 

The 3/ J 87th was vastly outnumbered by 
the NV A on Dong Ap Bia, which by now 
had been positively identified as the entire 
29th NV A Regiment. No one knew the 
number of casualties the 29th had suffered 
since the start of the fight, but the 3/l 87th 
already had 151 wounded and 24 killed -
nearly 35 percent of the men who'd begun 
the operation. The Rakkasans had at most 
one or two hard fights left in them - after 
that they'd be finished as a battalion. 

What they needed now was help and a lot 
of it, but it wasn ' t forthcoming. Even 
though 3rd Brigade, the controlling HQ for 
the op, had planned a two-battalion assault 
on Dong Ap Bia for the 16th, the l/506th 
was still too far away to take part in it and 
was finding its advance continually· slowed 
by NVA ambushes. 

Brigade had decided to postpone the 
assault until the 18th when they learned that 
the l /506th had only moved 300 meters in 
the last 24 hours. 

On the morning of the 18th, at 0925 
hours, troops of Alpha and Delta companies 
left their assault positions and, preceded by 
an artillery barrage, started forward. As be­
fore, the going was fairly easy until the 
companies got to within 200 meters of the 
mountaintop. 

Then the NVA hit them, lashing the front 
of both companies with rifle and machine­
gun fire. Simultaneously, a large group of 
enemy infantry began attacking down the 
draw between the two companies and curl­
ing in against their flanks. Another equally 
large group started down the ridge to the 
south of Alpha Company and began hitting 
their right flank. 

The fight was heating up. Alpha Com­
pany, while continuing to advance, was 
being attacked on both flanks by NV A in­
fantry. 

" I'm taking heavy casualties," Capt. 
Harkins reported. ''The bastards are all over 
the place. '' 

"Don't try to advance any farther," Hon­
eycutt cautioned. "Hold your position." 

Delta Company was likewise in a hard 
fight . Advancing on-line, the grunts were 
fighting from bunker to bunker, taking out 
one enemy strong-point after another. In 
less than two hours Delta Company had 37 
men wounded and five killed. In quick suc­
cession, two platoon leaders, two platoon 
sergeants and the first sergeant went down. 
Delta was gradually becoming leaderless . 

But even in the midst of the J 87th's at­
tack, the NV A was counterattacking. Small 
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groups of enemy infantrymen were maneu­
vering down the mountain and charging into 
Delta's flanks. One group of five or six even 
managed to break into the company CP. 
Captain Sanders personally shot two of 
them and his staff got the rest. A short time 
later, Capt. Sanders was hit and turned over 
command to his second platoon leader, the 
only officer left in the company who wasn't 
wounded. 

When Honeycutt heard that Sanders was 
wounded , he knew Delta Company was 
finished. Instead of pulling the company 
back, however, he ordered them to hold 
their position . He then radioed Captain 
Johnson, whose men had been hauling 
ammunition up the mountain, to move 
Charlie Company as quickly as possible up 
the ridge, pass through Delta's lines and 
continue the attack. 

Charlie Company departed about 1130 
and moved rapidly up the ridge for about an 
hour. Around 1230, however, some NVA, 
entrenched on a ridge to the south of the 
company 's line-of-advance, opened up on 
them with a flurry of fire . They followed 
with RPGs and mortar rounds, and Charlie 
Company's advance ground to a halt. After 
a brief pause and some encouragement from 
Honeycutt, Charlie again advanced up the 
mountain. 

Honeycutt ,was informed that a Cobra 
gunship had shot up an ammunition­
carrying platoon from Bravo Company , 
killing one man and wounding four. This 
was the third accident of the battle, and 
Honeycutt ordered all gunships out of the 
area. 

The accident was an indication of things 
to come. Around 1300 hours , the colonel 
received news that the l /506th, due to in­
creasingly heavy contact, was not going to 
be able to reach Dong Ap Bia. To make it 
worse , it began to rain . Men who tried to 
move around sank up to their knees in the 
mud and found it impossible to see anything 
farther than a few feet away . 

Back at the CP, Honeycutt realized that 
he was going to again have to stop the 
attack . If men could barely move in this 
kind of mud , how could they possibly attack 
uphill? And even if they did get to the top of 
the mountain , there was no way he could 
resupply them or bring up reinforcements. 

After again coming so close to taking the 
mountain , the withdrawal was a bitter pill 
for the battalion to swallow. 

Honeycutt wanted to continue the attack, 
but he had his doubts. Both Bravo and Delta 
companies had had their command groups 
shot away and were down to less than half 
their original strength. In Alpha Company 
more than half of the officers had been 
wounded, and better than 30 percent of the 
men killed or wounded. Charlie Company, 
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which had started the fight with 135 men , 
was now down to 60 . 

To be successful on 20 May, the battalion 
would need reinforcements . There was not 
enough time, however, to try to integrate 
new men into his companies. What Hon­
eycutt needed was a completely new, fresh 
company . When he requested one from bri­
gade, he was told that Alpha Company of 
the 2nd Battalion, 506th Infantry would be 
on its way out within the hour. 

While the artillery hammered away at the 
enemy, Honeycutt gathered his company 
commanders together at the battalion CP 
and briefed them on the attack for the 20th. 
Unlike the last three assaults , he told them 
that they would not be going it alone this 
time; the plan called for a multi-battalion 
assault. The Rakkasans were to continue 
with their attack from the northwest and 
west, the ARVN's from the southeast, and 
the l /506th , as before, would attempt a way 
up the mountain from the south and south­
east. 

After a prep of the mountaintop, the 
attack began at 1000 hours on the 20th. The 
companies moved out at a brisk pace: Alpha 
up the southern ridge , Charlie up the main 
one, while Alpha Company , 2/506th , 
started up the mountain from the north . By 
1030, they were all within a hundred meters 
of the mountain and getting ready for the 
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final push. 
The NV A hit Charlie Company first. 

They had just reached the military crest of 
the mountain when enemy infantry in the 
last bunker line cut loose with RPGs and 
machine-gun fire and quickly pinned them 
down. North Vietnamese infantry then 
dashed into the open and began rolling gre­
nades down on the company , wounding a 
number of men. 

Flying overhead, Honeycutt told Capt. 
Johnson to keep advancing. They'd ad­
vanced a few feet before a withering volley 
of enemy fire drove them to cover again. 
Fire was coming from some bunkers to the 
company 's front. Deciding to take some 
action of his own, Specialist 4th Class Ed­
ward Merjil from Charlie Company ' s 
second platoon jumped up and ran forward. 
With an HE round in his M79 grenade 
launcher, he blew one of the bunkers apart. 
He quickly reloaded, and with his squad 
now following closely behind , charged for­
ward and blew up another bunker. A few 
seconds later, the squad was on the top of 
Dong Ap Bia, followed closely behind by 
the second platoon and eventually the rest of 
the company. After ten days and four 
assaults , the Americans were finally on the 
top of Dong Ap Bia. The time was 1145. 

Continued on page 110 

SOLDll!R OF FORTUNI! 77 





''YOU'RE lucky. There's combat. " 
The Guatemalan lieutenant colo­

nel was briefing me in preparation for a trip 
to the field to cover the counterinsurgency 
effort in Guatemala's Peten jungle. 

Most people would find this statement 
something of a contradiction. The common 
man has been doing his best to avoid the 
ravages of war,for thousands of years. Why 
would any civilian in his right mind willing­
ly go in harm's way? Why risk the loss of 
life or limb? 

For me, the reason was clear - to get a 
story . And that's the twisted logic behind 
being a war correspondent: the more shoot­
ing, shelling and bombing on the battlefield 
the better. 

The terror and anguish that accompany 
battle are also important to the war corres­
pondent. It's not a moral question of right 
versus wrong, it'sjust something that's hap-
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The relief of completing a patrol is 
something a reporter can share with the 
troops. 

pening. And it needs to be recorded. War 
brings out the dramatic contrasts in the hu­
man race: love and hate, compassion and 
savagery , heroism and cowardice. A jour­
nalist not intrigued by the passions of war is 
not a curious journalist. 

The road to becoming a foreign corre­
spondent wasn't easy. I had to pay my dues. 
I was hired because I could go and get the 
stories and photos. And I get them with hard 
work, street smarts, a lot of luck and by 
being honestly interested in the activities of 
the people and events I'm covering. Not 

One of the dangers of carrying a camera in 
the field - everyone wants their picture 
taken. 

many people are going to be amenable to 
your writing a story about them or taking 
their pictures if they don't like or trust you. 

I was a 20-year-old kid looking for 
adventure when I started covering the Sal­
vadoran conflict as a freelancer in 1981. I 
thought combat would be like the fantasy I 
saw in the movies and I had a romantic 
notion that I would either become rich and 
famous taking the one-in-a-million photo­
graph or I would be slain on the battlefield in 
storybook fashion. I had no room for fear. 
However, reality sobered me up pronto. 
Seeing the ugliness of war up close made me 
realize there was nothing romantic about 
being a casualty. But I liked the idea of 
reporting history as it unfolded and I believe 
most war correspondents accept the risks for 
this reason. 

The popular image of war correspondents 
and combat photojournalists created by 
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Hollywood is one of glamor, with actors 
such as Nick Nolte, Mel Gibson and Jan­
Michael Vincent sweeping lovely ladies off 
their feet , hobnobbing with world leaders 
and newsmaker , as well as getting in­
volved in all sort~ .if intrigues when they are 
not dodging bulk s. 

But there's re<· y only a small grain of 
truth to this portrayal. What the movies 
don't show is that the great bulk of war 
correspondence is mundane work - if not 
drudgery . My colleagues in the foreign 
press corps in Central America and I spend 
most of our time waiting in hot, stuffy 
rooms for interviews, fighting intransigent 
bureaucracies and travelling to some of the 
most godforsaken places in the region in 
pursuit of stories that often don't pan out. 

Still , the moment of truth that really 
counts for war correspondents is anything 
but dull : witnessing combat and relating it 
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A firefight: the reward for a frustrating 
pursuit of an elusive enemy. 

accurately through pen or camera, allowing 
the reader to feel he is on the battlefield. 
And the reporter has to be there - there is 
no substitute for being on the front lines, 
seeing the death and destruction, hearing 
the explosions , and tasting the dirt and mud 
while hunkering down under fire . You can ' t 
get the story by sitting on a barstool. 

A war correspondent acts as an observer, 
but bullets and shrapnel can't distinguish 
between combatants and reporters. I have 
not been seriously wounded in the five years 

My lack of military training prompted SOF 
publisher Bob Brown to have me attend the 
Naval Commando course in El Salvador 
with these recruits. I was the first gringo to 
complete the course. 

I have been a war correspondent. Still, I 
have had far too many close calls. Some 
journalists have not been so lucky. 

About a dozen foreign correspondents 
have been killed in El Salvador alone since 
1980. Yet with all the death and destruction 
there is a price to be paid beyond that of 
physical injury . There is an emotional toll as 
well. 

It is tough seeing the victims of war. I will 
never forget the shock and disgust I felt 
when I first saw mutilated and bullet-riddled 
bodies. Now that I've seen dozens of 
slaughtered people, I have become desensi­
tized. Seeing the dead has become all too 
routine . But I can never get used to seeing a 
dead child, or the grief of a family crying 
over the loss of their loved ones. 

One of the most difficult parts of my job 
is photographing such scenes of sadness. 
But it's a part of the war that needs to be 
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shown if people are to understand the true 
suffering behind the sterile casualty statis­
tics we read in newspapers. 

Still, guilt always plays a part, particular­
ly when I photograph the dead and wounded 
of the combatant forces I accompany. After 
establishing a sense of camaraderie, it is 
hard to stay detached if they' re wounded 
and harder still ~o photograph them in their 
agony. I remember an incident that tested 
my ability to remain on the sidelines . It 
happened last November when I joined a 
patrol of Guatemalan soldiers in search of 
communist guerrillas in the northern Peten 
jungle. 

Lieutenant Enrique Lopez (I've changed 
the name at the lieutenant's request) was the 
commander of the patrol and he and I hit it 
off the moment we met. 

" Don't worry," he told me in the morn­
ing with a confident grin. "We'll find ac-
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A government patrol moves through a 
Salvadoran village. Accompanying these 
small patrols gives me opportunities for 
first-hand combat coverage. 

tion and you' II get good photos . " He was 
right. That afternoon I shot some of the best 
photographs of my career - of Lt. Lopez 
and some of his men blown apart by a land 
mine. 

We came across the still-smoldering 
cooking-fue of a guerrilla encampment. I 
followed Lt. Lopez and a couple of troops as 
they inspected the area when BOOM .... 
Lt. Lopez had stepped on a crude pressure 
detonated mine. The shock waves of the 
blast staggered me. I dropped to my knees, 
feeling my body to make sure everything 

Soldiers and reporters often become close 
after sharing the hardships of combat. 

was intact. I would have been severely 
wounded had it not been for a hapless sol­
dier walking a few meters ahead of me. He 
acted as my shield, catching a face full of 
shrapnel. He held his hands to the bloody 
pulp that had been his face and ran scream­
ing hysterically in and out of the creek be­
fore his comrades could subdue and attend 
to him. 

But Lt. Lopez had absorbed most of the 
blast. He was howling uncontrollably in 
agony. "Come and get me! Come and get 
me!'' I rushed to where he lay in the arms of 
one of his corporals, horribly wounded . The 
blast had almost blown off his foot . Blood 
flowed from a silver dollar-sized hole in his 
ankle. Shrapnel had shredded his legs into 
bloody hamburger and ripped into his arms, 
torso and face. A finger that would later be 

Continued on page 100 
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SOI~ UNIT REPORT 

SF Hits the Silk in Panama 
Text & Photos by Sam Bendman 

IN THE CHUTE 
Sam Bendman is a former Special 

Forces NCO and a frequent contributor 
to SOF and other Omega Group publica­
tions. 

ABOVE: A CH-47 troop helicopter prepares 
to land at White DZ in preparation for the 
morning's jump. 

RIGHT: Water landings aren't quite like 
hitting concrete ... but they're close. At 
least it beats landing on rocks. 

AIRBORNE S 
PARACHUTING into combat is a se­

rious undertaking . So why do those 
ordinarily somber tough guys known as 
Green Berets occasionally don shorts, T­
shirts and sneakers and gleefully run up the 
ramp of a CH-47 for a trip through the sky? 

Why, a water jump, of course . Jumpers 
have even been known to fight for a spot on 
the manifest, and some call it the best jump 
in the U.S. Army. But there is a serious side 
to all these festivities. 

United States involvement in El Salvador 
and Honduras has made it necessary to con­
tinually upgrade jungle warfare training for 
troops assigned to that general area of op-
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erations. Central America is a lush land 
crisscrossed with languid- rivers and bor­
dered by thousands of miles of ocean coast­
line. Panama in particular is a patchwork of 
rivers and streams, and any airborne trooper 
worth his wings Down South had better be 
able to handle water jumps if he wants to 
keep on wearing that beret. 

Normally, paratroopers jump into com­
bat wearing full uniform, helmet, rucksack 
and weapon. Depending on the assigned 
mission, troops may also hump along spe­
cial equipment such as demolitions, radio 
gear and crew-served weapons. But if you 
find yourself over your head in some unex-

pected puddle that didn't show up on the 
map, all that equipment becomes just that 
much extra ballast - unless you know how 
to get out alive and carry on with the mis­
sion. And that's what this little exercise is 
all about. 

Water jumps sound like fun, but they can 
be every bit as demanding and dangerous as 
jumping into a combat zone at night. But 
there is something about parachuting into 
water wearing shorts and a T-shirt that be­
lies its serious nature. 

The ritual begins with manifest call. All 
jumpers are required to attend so the jump­
masters will know exactly who's coming on 
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ABOVE: 3rd Bn, 7th Special Forces Group 
(Airborne) Captain Gil Nelson acts as safety 
swimmer. Capt. Nelson later died in a 
helicopter crash. 

BELOW: In a flurry of T-shirts and shorts, 
jumpers prepare to hit the silk. 

PLASHDOWN 
board and who'll be jumping out. 

After manifest, jumpers are organized 
into jump sticks , then given a basic re­
fresher in the nuts and bolts of water jump­
ing. The jumpmaster rehashes all the tech­
niques they have heard before but can never 
hear enough: how to avoid obstacles, how to 
land properly , what to do in case of mal­
functions , and all the little precautions that 
can mean the difference between a good 
jump and a crash and gurgle. Then it's off to 
the chart board for a briefing on the drop 
zone, the type of aircraft to be jumped, wind 
speeds and obstacles on the ground. Time to 
head for the DZ. 
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Upon arrival , everyone is issued chutes, 
reserves and B7 life preservers . Gear is 
packed in waterproof bags and stuffed into 
the rucks with empty canteens in the outside 
pockets to keep the package afloat. 

Once jumpmaster checks are completed, 
the sticks receive a pilot 's briefing to familiar­
ize them with in-flight emergencies, actions of 
crew and passengers and aircraft emergency 
equipment. This is all SOP, but pre-jump 
briefings are absolutely necessary in order to 
keep training accidents to a minimum. 

There 's more than just jumpers and pilots 
involved in this production. Support per­
sonnel have to establish communications 

with the aircraft, rescue boats and the rear 
area. Teams of men in Zodiac rubber boats 
move into position on the DZ to aid in 
recovery of parachutes or any jumpers who 
get into trouble. 

During water jumps weapons are left at 
home, and for anyone who 's ever been in­
volved in one , the reason is obvious. If a 
weapon accidentally gets deep- sixed , 
SCUBA teams have to scour the bottom 
until it 's recovered . That creates a lot of 
hassle; sometimes it' s far worse than simply 
misplacing a weapon on dry land. There, at 
least , the entire platoon can form up on line 
and search. Underwater, on-line searches 
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ABOVE: Jumpmasters' briefing board 
includes information on aircraft type, 
winds, direction of approach and obstacles 
on the drop zone. 

RIGHT: Radio communication is 
established between ground control, the 
aircraft and safety boats. 

BELOW: On-the-ground briefing begins. 
Safety is number one, and everything from 
aircraft to SCUBA gear is checked and 
doublechecked . 

are a bit less than feasible. 
One final check and the sticks shuffle 

aboard the Chinook for the ride to the DZ. 
Everybody is loaded and ready for the fun. 
After a few bumps and shudders the chopper 
breaks free from the pad and struggles for 
altitude. Each stick jumpmaster searches 
the terrain passing below for his check­
points and relays the standard jump com­
mands to those in the stick. 

Lumbering through the Panamanian sky on 
the way to the drop zone, the jumpers gaze 
down from their Chinook on the Gatun Locks, 
which open their metal maws to let ships pass 
through on their shortcut from Atlantic to Pa-
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cific. The placid water of the Atlantic looks 
perfect for a splash in the surf. 

There it is. The last checkpoint slides be­
neath the green belly of the Chinook and the 
JM motions for the lead jumper to stand in the 
door. The command comes and he's on his 
way. 

After feeling the chute 's opening tug, the 
jumper checks his canopy for malfunctions 
and runs through the rest of his jump drills. 
If everything' s in order, he activates his 
B7s. They insure that if the jumper lands in 
water (which he will) his equipment and 
body will not be dragged under by the 
waterlogged parachute. Add a little water 

and that filmy piece of nylon can quickly 
become a deadly, destined-for-Davy-Jones 
weight. 

Drifting down toward the blue sea, the 
jumper waits until he is about 100 feet from 
impact and releases the rucksack. lt tumbles 
18 feet before it ' s jerked up short by the 
tether, where it will ride suspended until the 
big splash. 

Now comes the fun part - splashdown. 
Many people equate water landings with a 
short leap onto a waterbed: soft , envelop­
ing, cushioned. Take a foot-first jump off a 
high dive board , though, and you' ll get an 
idea of what it's like to smack into the deep 
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blue . Nonetheless , it beats the hell out of 
landing on a rockpile. 

Amid splashes and yells of delight, the 
jumpers disappear into the brine. Like little 
green corks , helmeted heads pop out of the 
ocean and look around for the Zodiacs. The 
boats quickly reach the bobbing men and 
take harnesses and chutes so troops can be­
gin the hard part - the long swim. 

Towing or pushing rucksacks, the jump­
ers-turned-swimmers strike out for shore. 
The minimum distance for a swim is 300 
meters . And don't try taking a short cut -
you ' ll only have to swim back out and do it 
again. 
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All personnel new-to-country are re­
quired to attend water-refresher training 
prior to making any jumps in Panama. Cur­
rently , measures are being considered that 
would combine water jumps and extended 
field training exercises that would include 
land navigation and other various tasks to be 
completed enroute to the objective. Realism 
in training equals potential success in battle , 
and that 's what these guys prepare for on a 
daily basis. 

The benefits of one of these exercises are 
clear. Any soldiers facing the possibility of 
combat in Central America have to know 
how to handle water landings. They might 

ABOVE: First CH-47 lift heads for the sky. 

LEFT: Safety boat crews stand by for the 
jump. 

BELOW: Chute issue: "What you take out, 
you will turn in!" 

be dropped intentionally into the ocean or 
they might accidentally find themselves 
landing in a river. Either way, they had 
better know their stuff. 

It may be fun and games during practice, 
but when it comes down to the wire, the 
training takes on a whole new meaning . It 
saves lives. After all, what good is a combat 
jump if some unexpected river swallows up 
your body and washes it out to sea? That 
won't help anybody ... except maybe the 
guerrillas. "' 
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SOI~ HISTORY 

BURMA'S 
BATTLE OF 

THE BOX 
British Bayonets Bleed Imperial Japan 

' 'THE Jap is not invincible," Lieu­
tenant General William Slim, 

commander of XV Indian Corps, insisted. 
"He can and will be defeated." 

That was easier said than done. In March 
of 1943, Slim took command of a British/ 
Indian force which had been ordered to cap­
ture Akyab Island and port. Though at one 
time brought up to a strength of six bri­
gades, the 14th Indian Di vision had, on four 
occasions, failed to break through Japanese 
defenses. Counterattacked by the 55th 
Japanese Division, the whole operation had 
been a disastrous, costly failure. 

Now Slim was faced with a return match 
in the Arakan to destroy Japanese forces in 
the area and again try to seize the island and 
port of Akyab. 

But Slim was not affected by the wave of 
pessimism which swept India. He knew it 
was a matter of completely revising their 
approach to warfare in the China/Burma/ 
India theater - it was the infantryman, not 
the tank who won battles in the jungle. Until 
the British copied the Japanese and made 
the infantry the corps d'elite, there could be 
little hope of victory. 

Determined to put his theory into prac­
tice, XV Corps' two divisions, the 5th and 
7th Indian, were subjected to an intensive 
series of realistic battle exercises during the 
1943 monsoon. Every man, including 
non-combatant personnel such as clerks, 
storemen and wireless operators, had to 
play an active part in the training. "In the 
jungle, no matter what his job, an individual 
is likely to find himself fighting hand-to­
hand with the enemy," Slim stressed. 
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In late October, as the rain clouds 
vanished, XV Corps' "New Model Army" 
left for the Arakan, and the first operational 
HQ was set up at Bawli Bazar. But as the 

(Left to right) 5th Div. Maj. Gen. Briggs, 
7th Div. Maj. Gen. Messervy, Southeast 
Asia Commander Lord Mountbatten and 
XV Corps Lt. Gen. Christison tour the 
battlefield after the Arakan victory. The 
Box area is seen in rear. Photo: author's 
collection 

SOLDIER-SCHOLAR 
Born in South Africa, Lt. Col. P.E.X. 

Turnbull attended the Royal Mili~ 
College at Sandhurst, England. After 
graduati~m, he traveled to India . as a,, 
second lieutenant with the 2nd Battal­
ion, Royal Sussex Regiment. 

When WWll broke out, Turnbull was 
. part of the Britis4 Expeditioniµy Force 

sent to France in 1940 and evacuated 
from Dunkirk. When Japan entered the 
war, he was attached to the lndian Army ·. 
and saw service .in the Bufma cam~. 

paigns. 
Turnbull has published 31 works, in­

cluding One Bullet for the General, The 
Battle of the Box, Solferif)o: The Story 
of the 1859 Italian Campaign, and sever­
al books about the French Foreign Le­
gion . His account of Dien Bien Phu 
appeared in the June '86 issue of SOF. 
("Dien Bien Phu: Vietnam's Maginot 
Line"). 

by Lt. Col. P .E.X. Turnbull 
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The aggressive Lt. Gen. Tadashi Hanaya, 
commander of the Japanese 55th Div. 
Photo: author's collection 

advance was about to get under way, Slim 
was recalled to India and given command of 
the newly formed 14th Anny. He was re­
placed by Lieutenant General Philip Chris­
tison . 

While their plans were being formulated, 
the Japanese, too, had been making active 
preparations for the dry season. To offset 
the defeats sustained at American hands in 
the Pacific, they hoped to win a spectacular 
success by destroying British/Indian forces 
in Burma, followed by the invasion of India 
itself. The main thrust, code name U-GO, 
was to be delivered on the central front in 
March 1944. But in late 1943 it was decided 
that U-GO would be preceded by a pre­
liminary offensive in the Arak:an in Febru­
ary 1944, code name HA-GO, to annihilate 
XV Corps - thus depriving the central 
front of any possible reinforcements - and 
then advance up the coast to capture the 
Bengal port of Chittagong. HA-GO was to 
be carried out by the 55th Div. , commanded 
by the aggressive General Tadashi Hanaya, 
with a regiment of the 54th Div. in reserve. 

The area of the Arak:an over which the 
battle was to be fought, the Mayu Peninsu­
la, is a narrow strip of land bounded on the 
east by almost trackless jungle-covered hills 
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Artillery Hill. Photo: author's collection 

and by the Bay of Bengal on the west. What 
flat ground there is consists of rice paddies 
and swamps furrowed by fast-flowing rivers 
and tidal creeks. The peninsula, which ta­
pers to a pencil-tip point opposite Akyab 
Island, is bisected by a dragon's-back spine 
of hills, the Mayu Range, with precipitous 
jungle-covered slopes that rise to a height of 
2,500 feet. It is crossed in only three places 
- the Goppe and Ngakjedauk passes, little 
better than mule tracks, and the Tunnels 
Road, which links the port ofMaungdaw on 
the Bay of Bengal with Buthidaung. The 
Tunnels Road, capable of taking mecha­
nized traffic, had been the track of a narrow 
gauge railway. During the closing months 
of 1943, 55th Div. had converted the road 
into a heavily defended area which Gen. 
Hanaya named " The Golden Fortress." 

In December 1943 Major General Harold 
Briggs of the 5th Division moved down the 
western seaside while Major General Frank 
Messervy of the 7th Division followed the 
line of the Kalapanzin River to the east, 
brushing aside light opposition. By 1 Janu­
ary 1944, 5th Div. was poised for the first 
phase of the assault on the western bastion 
of the Golden Fortress, near Maungdaw. 
When its 161st brigade began to probe the 
defenses, it ran into such ferocious resis-
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tance (the Sikh company of the 2/lst Punjab 
Regiment was reduced to 21 · ,men) that 
Christison decided to switch . the main 
weight of his attack to the 7th Div. front and 
ordered his armored unit, the. 25th Dra­
goons, to move across the M~y9 R;:mge via 
the Ngakjedauk Pass. 

By 3 February the redeployment was 
complete and 7th Div. stood ready fo~ its 
primary objective - the attack on Let­
wedet, the Golden Fortress' eastern bas~ion. 
It happened, however, that the night of 3 
February was the moment Hanaya had set as 
H Hour for HA-GO. 

Looking back it seems amazing that 
Hanaya could ever have imagined that HA­
GO had even the faintest hope of success. 
Planned to follow a rigidly set timetable, 
failure to adhere to it could· prove fatal. It 
was to be ''a headlong attack that Will sweep 
all before it. '' And Hana ya decreed ;that it 
would succeed and solemnly advised 'both 
army and Imperial HQ of that fact. ' 

Hanaya was fully cognizant of the odds 
facing him. Japanese attempts to regain 
mastery of the sky had been a total failure. 
And his single division, the 55th, with only 
one regiment from the 54th Div. in reserve, 
and no armor, faced the 5th and 7th Indian 
Divs. , 26th Indian Div. in reserve at Chitta­
gong, and 36th Indian Div. standing by in 
Calcutta. 

}lanaya's trouble was that he was suffer­
ing from an acute attack of superiority com­
plex fanned by previous triumphs, giving 
him an unshakable belief in Japanese battle­
field invincibility. HA-GO was based on the 
experiences of the earlier Arakan campaign. 
They concluded that once the enemy found 
their lines of communication cut or 
threatened, they would either fall back in 
precipitous retreat or surrender. 

In fact, Hanaya was so confident of suc­
cess that the attacking troops were issued 
only IO days' rations. Afterward, they were 
expected to exist on captured stores . Cap­
tured transports were to serve to speed their 
advance on Chittagong. 

For the initial strike Hanaya split his divi­
sion into three columns. The Sakurai col­
umn, under the command of Colonel Tana­
hashi, consisted of the 112th Infantry Regi­
ment, an artillery and an engineer regiment. 
His task was to advance up the east bank of 
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the Kalapanzin River to the village ofTaung 
Bazar, wipe out the garrison, then , crossing 
to the west bank, fall on the rear of 7th Div. 
in the administrative area, severing the link 
between Briggs and Messervy. Colonel 
Kubo, with only one battalion, was to cross 
the Mayu Range near Goppe Pass and estab­
lish a road block across the road from Bawli 
Bazar, XV Corps' only supply line. The 
third column of two battalions under Colo­
nel Doi was to put in a series of holding 
attacks against every forward unit fronting 
the Golden Fortress, preventing the dis­
patch of any form of reinforcement to the 
admin area. 

On the night of 3 February , men of I 14th 
Brigade (7th Div.) of the Somerset Light 
Infantry and 4/14 Punjab Regiment were in 
position on ridges flanking a narrow valley 
near Taung Bazar on the east bank of the 
Kalapanzin River. Around midnight both 
regiments reported hearing noises in the val-

JANUARY 87 

ley , but brushed them off as an Indian mule 
company which had lost its way in th~ inky 
blackness. 

They were wrong. The noises came' from 
the Sakurai column: Taking an almost 
suicidal risk, Tanahashi had formed his men 
into a solid phalanx, 16 abreast. Coj.Jnting 
on the element of surprise, he marched them 
as iif on parade between the British· and 
Indian ridge positions. 

The incredible gamble paid off. March­
ing undisturbed through the night, Sakurai 
column fell on - and wiped out ~ the 
Taung Bazar garrison at dawn. By evening 
they held the west bank and Tanahashi 
moved fast on the Ngakjedauk Pass and t,he 
administrative area. Meanwhile, Kqbo and 
his battalion had reached the coastal road 

L VT crosses a chaung, tidal creeks commoq 
in the Burma theater. Photo: author's 
collection 

near Briasco Bridge. All the material found 
was destroyed and the storemen and en­
gineers killed before a counterattack by a 
Rajput battalion forced Kobo to pull back to 
the cover of the jungle, where his men dug 
in . In addition , Doi's units were pinning 
down advanced elements of both 5th and 7th 
Divs . 

There could be no denying the fact that 
XV Corps had been taken by surprise, nor 
that the initiative was in Japanese hands. 
Hanaya was in a triumphant mood. He was 
convinced that his predicted victory was in 
sight. What he did not anticipate was the 
spirit and determination pervading the 
"New Model Army. " 

When news of the Japanese move 
reached Christison, he called for the reserve 
26th Div. to move up to the battle area. 
Knowing that the retention of the adminis­
trative area was vital, Christison instructed 
9th Brigade Commander Geoffrey Evans to 
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move with all speed to the '' Admin Box'' or 
simply, the "Box,'.' and· organize its de­
fense. 

Evans set off in a jeep, ordering the 2nd 
Battalion of the West Yorkshire Regiment 
and the 24th Mountain Artillery Regiment 
to follow him. Unseasonable rain had made 
the Ngakjedauk road so slippery, however, 
that the jeep stuck in the slime, obliging him 
to complete thejoumey on foot. Upon arri­
val, Evans found that Col. Cole had already 
issued non-combatant troops rifles. Warn­
ings had been received in the Box that attack 
might be imminent. Every available man 
was likely to find himself at grips with the 
Japanese. 

The organization of such a defense pre­
sented a grave problem. Never imagining 
that it was likely to be the scene of a major 
battle, the Box had been selected for its 
flatness and absence of scrub or jungle. The 
area measured a bare 1,200 yards across at 
any given point and was almost entirely 
ringed by steep-sloped, jungle-covered 
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hills. The defenders would always be in full 
view, while the attackers enjoyed the pro­
tection of the jungle. Surrounding crests, 
enemy guns, mortars, automatic weapons 
and rifles could keep every square inch of 
the Box under constant fire. Roughly in the 
center rose a hillock some 130 feet high, 
known as Ammunition Hill because of the 
considerable stocks of shells and small arms 
ammunition piled around the western side 
of its base. It was to prove a tempting target 
for the besiegers, and a constant source of 
anxiety for the besieged. 

Studying Cole's plan, Evans saw that, 
even with non-combatant troops taking their 
place on the perimeter, and after the arrival 
of the West Yorks and gunners, there would 
still not be enough men available to hold a 
continuous line. Concentrating on what 
seemed the most likely lines of enemy 
approach, he was obliged to leave sectors of 
the east and west dangerously open, count­
ing on a mobile reserve force to deal with 
any possible break-in. Fortunately, Evans 

enjoyed one great stroke of fortune. Before 
the Japanese had time to concentrate around 
the perimeter, two squadrons of the 25th 
Dragoons came rumbling in from the west. 
Throughout the siege the Lee Grant tanks 
were to render invaluable service as n::iobile 
batteries, rushing at a moment's notice to 
any threatened point. 

The actual direction of the defense re­
mained in Evans' capable hands. His orders 
to the senior officers were singularly un­
complicated - "Stay put and keep the 
Japanese out!" 

The first Japanese attack launched was 
not pressed home with any determination. 
The principal thrust was· aimed at a sector 
held by an Indian mule company. The 
muleteers held their fire until the Japanese 
were almost on top of them. Not expecting 
to encounter serious opposition, the 
Japanese appeared confused, fell back, and 
for the rest of the night resorted to sporadic 
bursts of machine-gun fire and lobbing over 
an occasional mortar. 

The situation deteriorated in the next few 
days, however. A patrol of West Yorks, 
feeling its way up the Ngakjedauk Pass, ran 
into heavy fire. It was clear now that the 
Box was cut off from 5th Div., and the pass 
was firmly in enemy hands. 

Two companies of the 4/8th Gurkhas 
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were ordered to occupy a low hillock domi­
nating the Box's eastern gate, known as 
Point 315. Running into concentrated fire 
before they reached their objective, they fell 
back, their retreat followed up by the 
Japanese, who stormed into the perimeter 
only to be halted by the 75mm guns of the 
Dragoons. Finally, the Japanese were 
thrown back to their original positions with 
a bayonet charge by "D" Company of the 
West Yorks. Later, the Gurkhas renewed 
their attack and were able to seize part of 
Point 315. 

The situation was described as critical. 
The Box was completely surrounded and 
cut off from supplies and reinforcements. 
Stocks of ammunition within the perimeter 
were plentiful but dangerously vulnerable to 
enemy fire. 

Fortunately, the starving defenders had 
another weapon- the air drop. Without the 
mastery of the air, the Box might have suc­
cumbed to the legend of Japanese invinci­
bility on the ground. For the first few days 
the hazardous task of flying these aircraft 
was handled mostly by the American Army 
Air Force. To ensure that the loads fell 
accurately in such a restricted area, the 
Dakotas and Curtis Commandos executed a 
series of tight circuits at reduced speed and 
at a height of only 200 feet, exposing them-
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selves to near point-blank fire from the 
Japanese on the surrounding crests. Fortu­
nately the Japanese possessed no AA artil­
lery and proved to be such poor marksmen 
that not a single aircraft was shot down. 

The sight of these low flying aircraft 
cruising overhead, the parachutes falling 
from their bellies like giant snowflakes in 
slow motion, was a real booster to our often 
jaded morale. 

The 7th of February was a comparatively 
quiet day, but just before midnight gusts of 
rifle and light-automatic fire, accompanied 
by screams and cries for help, were heard 
coming from the hospital - a small jungle­
cov~red hump known as MDS Hill. As pro­
tection the hospital had been allotted a Bren 
gun section of the West Yorks and some 20 
walking wounded with rifles. 

Under cover of night a Japanese patrol 
had infiltrated the perimeter and dropped 
into the hospital, bayonetting a number of 
wounded on stretchers. Six medical officers 
were lined up and shot. At daybreak, when 
it was possible to organize an attack to re­
gain the hospital, the raiders protected their 
retreat by using the survivors as body 
shields. 

On the night of the 8th, the Japanese 
manhandled their 70mm guns to the summit 
of the crest overlooking Ammunition Hill, 
and at first light they bombarded the 
ammunition dumps. At the same time the 
surrounding open ground was swept with 
small-arms fire and a 105mm gun joined in 
the chorus. Soon fires blazed and crates of 
shells and .303 ammunition exploded un­
controllably. 

Enemy guns were promptly engaged by 
the Grants and the AA battery, and an ex­
traordinary artillery duel followed. It was 
not long before the Japanese had been 
blasted from their positions. 

The evening held no respite for the defend-

ers. Two of the posts held by the West Yorks 
were heavily shelled, then attacked by a yell~ 
ing mass of Japanese making no attempt to 
make use of the jungle's cover. In spite of 
enormous casualties some of them broke 
through into the Box itself. It was not until 
dawn that the last Japanese was killed, the 
West Yorks counting over 100 dead. 

On the perimeter's southern fringe, "B" 
Echelon of 9th Brigade was dug in along the 
steep bank of a deep, dried-up creek bed. 
The trench was occupied by Regimental 
Sergeant Major Maloney and a handful of 
clerks from the Quartermaster's stores. 
When a party of 50 Japanese rounded the 
creek bed, Maloney held his fire till they 
were almost level with the trench. Then a 
volley of grenades followed by Sten bursts 
killed the party within seconds. 

Over the rest of the front the position was 
stabilizing. isolated units of 7th Div.'s 
I 14th and 33rd Bdes. had each formed their 
own mini-Box and were successfully beat­
ing off attacks, though 123rd Bde. 's drive 
up the Ngakjedauk Pass to open com­
munications with the Box had been halted. 

Common sense should have dictated a 
withdrawal of Sakurai and Kubo columns to 
the Golden Fortress. But Hanaya still re­
mained pathologically incapable of either 
revising his original plan or admitting par­
tial failure. To do so would involve a total 
loss of face. Instead of recalling his depleted 
columns, he issued orders that the offensive 
must be pursued "with increasing vigor no 
matter what the cost.'' Never a man to qu~s­
tion orders, Tanahashi responded to this 
suicidal instruction by subjecting the Box to 
a series of ferocious assaults over the next 
eight days. 

The first of these was hurled at the posi­
tion known as Artillery Hill, held by a de­
tachment of Cole's 24th Anti-Tank Regt., 
which overlooked much of the Box's south-
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Lt. Gen. Philip Christison, commander of 
XV Indian Corps, Maungdaw, 1943. Photo: 
author's collection 

em sector, including ammunition dumps, 
the track to the only water point, and Evans' 
command post. Incessant attacks had pre­
vented the tired men from obtaining any 
proper rest. And on the morning of the ' 12th, 
the Japanese took Cole's men completely by 
surprise. Within moments the position was 
overwhelmed. 

By then Evans and his commanders had 
worked out a well-coordinated counterat­
tack plan. Evans immediately ordered the 
Dragoons and "A" Company of the West 
Yorks to restore the situation. As the infan­
try moved off from their starting point, the 
tanks saturated the objective with high ex­
plosive . When they were within assaulting 
distance, the infantry commander fired a 
flare, signalling the tank gunners to switch 
from HE to solid shot. To quote Evans: ''As 
far as the Japanese were concerned the guns 
were still thundering away, the shells still 
crashing down all around them so they con­
tinued to keep their heads down. But the 
change in the shells made a big difference to 
the advancing infantry; they could now ap­
proach much closer without fear of casual­
ties. They could advance with every confi­
dence because the 75mm gun is so accurate 
it can be used to place its shells with quite 
remarkable precision .... " 

It was behind such a barrage that "A" 
Co. was able to push on to within 15 yards 
of the enemy and then make a determined 
charge to retake Artillery Hill. Repeating 
these tactics to the letter, "C" Co. of the 
West Yorks was able to drive the Japanese 
from their position. After IO days of con­
tinuous fighting not a single major feature of 
the defense had fallen. Nevertheless, 
casualties were mounting, especially with 
the West Yorks, who bore the brunt of the 
battle. General fatigue was increasing , and 
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the Japanese were showing themselves mas­
ters of "jitter" tactics by night, effectively 
preventing the garrison from obtaining 
sleep and causing an enormous expenditure 
of precious ammunition. 

Strict orders had been given out that fire 
was to be held till " you can see the yellow 
of their eyes.'' But nothing could stop the 
more inexperienced troops from firing wild­
ly into the darkness in the direction of 
menacing sounds, and such catcalls as "We 
are coming to kill you, Johnny .' ' 

On the 17th, a determined attempt to de­
stroy the tanks was made by the Japanese. 
The attack was launched at dawn but not a 
single Japanese ever reached his objective. 

At night the tanks would be withdrawn to 

the center of the Box , putting maximum 
distance between them and the jungle. The 
machine guns were dismounted and laid on 
fixed lines covering the approaches . When 
the Japanese stormed out of the jungle they 
ran into the concentrated fire of the 75mms 
and the machine guns. It was a slaughter. 

As 26th Div. was preparing to attack 
Point 315 , !23rd Bde. was about to assault 
the strong point on Hill 1070, which domi­
nated the column. As early as the 12th the 
Hill had been stormed by a company of the 
I/18th Garwhal Rifles, but realizing the 
strategic necessity of the pass, the Japanese 
put in a counterattack on the night of the 
12th to qrive the Garwhalis out. They con­
tinued to resist all attempts to dislodge until 
a determined onslaught was made by the 
2/lst Punjab Bn., backed by a company of 
Garwhalis and 4/7th Rajputs . 

The Japanese clung to their positions till 
late afternoon, but in the end a bayonet 
charge by the Punjabis drove the few survi­
vors into the jungle. The Hill was reoccu­
pied by the Garwhalis, leaving the Punjabis 
to continue their advance to storm the last 
Japanese position on the column - Sugar 
Loaf. Making a wide detour over steep, 
difficult ground, they appeared unexpected­
ly on the undefended north side of the 
enemy trenches. This had a demoralizing 
effect. As the Punjabis regrouped for the 
final charge, the Japanese hastily aban­
doned their positions rather than face up to 
Indian bayonets. 

On the 19th, Hana ya was forced to realize 
that HA-GO had failed. Later, as a prisoner 
of war, he told Evans that it was "your tank 
brigade which wrecked my plans ." He 

Portion of the Box showing Brigadier 
Evans' command post and Hospital Hill. 
Photo: author's collection 
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finally gave the order which should have 
been issued several days earlier - for the 
Sakurai and Kubo column survivors to fall 
back on the Golden Fortress. 

A feeling of victory was in the air. The 
survivors of Sakurai and Kubo columns 
who staggered back to the Golden Fortress 
were exhausted and starving. Yet the de­
fenders of the Box were to live through a 
number of anxious moments during the last 
48 hours. 

Ninth Bde. 's B Echelon positions were 
harried from dusk till dawn by a small 
Japanese party which managed to infiltrate 
to within 20 yards of the shelter used as the 
officers' mess . There was confused fighting 
in pre-dawn darkness before the perimeter 
was finally cleared and 30 Japanese dead 
counted. 

The next day one of the most dangerous 
attacks of the entire siege was staged, and 
like so many Japanese assaults could only 
be described as suicidal. It was delivered in 
two thrusts from south and west of Artillery 
Hill , and with such fury that Cole's HQ was 
almost overrun. Japanese came within 100 
yards of Messervy's command post before 
being shot down. It was to be the last major 
effort on the part of the besiegers. 

On the 23rd, advanced elements of the 

JANUARY 87 

123rd Bde. attempted to link up with a 
strong detachment of the Scottish Borderers 
moving down from the column of the Ngak­
jedauk. It had barely left the perimeter when 
it ran into strong resistance. In such close 
country the tanks' maneuverability was se­
verely limited. Unable to make any head­
way, the force was obliged to tum back after 
suffering heavy casualties. 

No further sortie was attempted. Nor was 
it necessary. Once Hill l 070 and Sugar Loaf 
had fallen, all resistance to the advance 
ceased. Soon the Punjabis and the Rajputs 
were looking down into the Box. 

Within the Box the morning stand-to of 
the 24th was quiet for the first time since the 
siege had begun. Then just after dawn a lone 
Lee Grant tank rattled through the western 
entrance m1d stopped in front of Messervy 
and Evans. Briggs emerged from the turret 
holding a bottle of whisky, which he thrust 
out to Messervy . 

"Messervy grinned," one officer re­
members, "and took it , and the two men 
shook hands , and the siege was officially at 
an end. '' 

It is almost impossible to exaggerate the 

Overlooking Point 315, seen from 
Ammunition Hill. Photo: author's collection 

boost to morale resulting from Hanaya's 
defeat. It was not only that the British, 
Jawan (Indian), and Gurkha soldier became 
confident that logistic support could tum the 
scales, he now felt that he was as good, if 
not better, than his ruthless opponent. 

But though a historic victory had been 
won , it had been defensive, and the ultimate 
goal - Akyab Island and port - was not 
even in sight. And Corps HQ reminded 
everyone, " No victory is won without pur­
suit. " 

The Corps was ready to take the offen­
sive. The Japanese, however, demonstrated 
their remarkable powers of recovery . All 
renewed attacks were met with the same 
fanaticism . 

Toward the middle of the month opera­
tion U-GO was launched on the central front 
and both 5th and 7th Divs . were flown out 
from the Arakan to take part in the battles 
for Imphal and Kohima. They were re­
placed by 25th Indian Div., newly raised 
and without previous battle experience. 
Nevertheless, in just under two months of 
continuous fighting, the Japanese had been 
cleared from the whole of the Golden For­
tress, with the exception of the village of 

Continued on page 109 
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BE A MAN AMONG MEN 
SOl,DIER OF FORTUNE 

1001 

1008 

1016 

1021 

T-SHIRTS 

~ I 
' 

1005 FRONT 1005 

BACK 1007 

FRONT 1008 BACK 1009 

1011 1014 

1018 FRONT 1018 

FRONT 1021 

Sizes S,M,L,XL, XXL Available on some shirts, 
add $1.00. Expect 2-3 weeks shipping delay. 

#1001 - SOF Logo T-shirts. White or navy. 
$8.95 

#1005 - SPECIAL FORCES. Living by 
chance, loving by choice, killing by 

BACK profession. Black. $8.95 
#1006 - MARINES. Let me win your hearts 
& minds, or I'll burn your damn huts ·down. 
Gold. $8.95 
#1007 - Participant Southeast War 
Games-2nd Place. Black. $8.95 
#1008 - Visit Lebanon, Help a Syrian Meet 
Allah, backed w/"Hey we just stepped in 
some Shiite." Tan. $8.95 
#1009 - SOF/HK. Features the HK MPS 
SMG. Black. $9.95 
#1010 - SPORT SHIRT. White, navy. $14.95 
#1011 - GRENADA. "When you care 
enough to send the very best." Silver. $8.95 
#1014 - SOF/Helicopter. Olive drab. $9.95 
#1015 - SOF World Tour. Long sleeve, 
navy. $14.95 
#1016 - SOF Sweatpants. Navy. $13.95 
#1018 - SEAL Team. Gray. $8.95 
#1019 - SOF Hooded Sweatshirt. Navy. Not 
shown. $19.95 
#1020 - SOF/HK Hooded Sweatshirt. Black. 
Not shown. $19.95 
#1021 - DELTA FORCE backed 
w/"Terrorism Stops Here." Columbia blue. 
$9.95 
#1022 - Afghan Freedom Fighters. White. 
$8.95 
#1024 - "Anytime Khadaffi,'' USN F-14 
Tomcats invitation to fight. Columbia blue. 
$10.95 
#1025 - Lucy's Tiger Den. The famous 

BACK mere bar in Bangkok, Thailand. White. 
$10.95 
#1026 - SOF Logo Muscle T-shirt. Gray. 
Not shown. $8.95 
#1027- BE A MAN AMONG MEN. 
Rhodesian Army. White. $9.95 

I 1:c~ ~~E:l~t~ 
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OUTFITTERS OF THE PROFESSIONALS 
SOF EXCHANGE • P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 449-3750 

#151 5 - SOF World Tour Jacket. 
Black nylon with flannel lining. $49.95 
#3600 - Barry Sadler's System of 
Self Defense. 16 lessons of Martial 
Arts featuring Barry Sadler (Ballad of 
the Green Berets) and Duke Paris. 55 
minutes, VHS only. $49.95 

Belt Buckles 
#7010 - SOF Buckle. Pewter. $6.95 
#701 1 - SOF Buckle. Stainless with 
red enameled logo. $9.95 
#7012 - SOF Military Style Buckle. 
With silver drop logo. $11 .95 
#7013 - Military Style Buckle. 
Black anodized. $11.95 
#7014 - Web Belt for military style 
buckle. Khaki. $3.50 

#5004 - SOF Dufflebag. Heavy 
duty nylon. $14.95 

Pins & Badges 

#2001- Official SOF 
Beret. Sizes 61/2 , 6%, 
7, 7%, 7%, 71/2, 7%, 
7%. Maroon. $13.95 

#7020 - SOF Lapel Pin. Red. $3.50 
#7021 - SOF Lapel Pin. Silver. $5.00 
#7022 - SOF Beret Badge. Red. $7.00 
#7023 - SOF Beret Badge. Silver. $8.00 
#7024 - SOF Beret Badge. Black. $8.00 
#7043 - SOF Lapel Pin. Gold. $5.00 
#7053 - SOF Death to Tyrants Cap 
Badge. $5.95 

Patches & Tie 
#7001 - SOF Patch. $2.50 
#7002 - SOF Patch - subdued. 
$2.50 
#7003 - CAMO Shield Patch. $4.95 
#7051 - Official SOF Regiment 
Tie. Navy. $12.00 
#7060 - SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
MAGAZINE Patch. Black. $4.95 

Misc. 
#7031 - Official SOF Mug. $7.95 
#7045 - SOF Zippo Lighter. Olive 
drab. $10.00 
#7050 - SOF Luggage Tag. $4.95 
#7033 - SOF Binders. Not shown. 
$7.95 
#7054 - SOF Garland Ballpoint Pen. 
Not shown. $14.95 

#2002 - SOF Ball Cap. 
Maroon. $5.95 

r-------------------------------
1 Mall to: SOF EXCHANGE, Dept. 1/87, Box 687, Boulder ~O 80306 

#2004 - SOF Ball Cap. 
Top quality. Black cotton twill 
w/embroidered logo and 
scrambled eggs. Not shown. 
$8.95 

#2010 - Official SOF Field 
Cap. Khaki with nylon liner. 
$21.95 

#1050 - Official SOF Bush 
Shirt. Tropical weight. 100% 
cotton . Two pleated pockets 
with flaps , two shoulder 
epaulets and extra long tails . 
Khaki with Soldier of Fortune 
embroided over the left pock­
et. S,M,L,XL. $24.95 
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ITEM II DESCRIP. COLOR QTY. SIZE PRICE 

D VISA 0 MASlEICARD p..._ & Handling 

Can! II 3.611. Sal .. Tu (CO ra.) 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCWSED 

CITY ______ ________ STATE.__ ZIP __ 

We accept te lephone orders on MamterCud & VISA-call u• at (303) 449.3750. Sony. no co llect call• 
acceptodl PLEASE INCLUDE $1. 75 FOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED - INCLUDE 75¢ FOR EACH 
ADDITIONAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas orders add 30"k. PLEASE ALLOW 4·6 
WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 



SIMMONS 
OUTDOOR 

OPTICS 

FOR the serious outdoorsman, hunter or 
soldier, good optics are an essential part 

of the kit. Choosing one to fit your needs 
must be taken seriously. Quality comes 
first, but it's also nice when you can com­
bine a superior product with a modest price. 

Simmons Outdoor Corporation (Dept. 
SOF, 14205 S.W. 119th Ave. , Miami, FL 
33186) has developed and markets an exten­
sive line of optics that utilizes several effi­
cient computerized manufacturing process­
es that translate into value for your money. 

All Simmons binoculars and scopes have 
coated lenses to increase light transmission . 
A magnified target is useless if it's too dim 
to be seen. The coating cuts down on un­
wanted reflections off the surface of the lens 
elements (flare) when looking toward a light 
source, and gives an amber-colored cast to 
the sight picture, which tends to cut through 
haze or fog . 

With the exception of the small, folding 
8x20, all Simmons binoculars are center-
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by George Nyfeler 

Two of Simmons' popular models. Right, the 
8x24 pocket-sized model 1140, and left, the 
8x40 wide angle, rubber armored model 1120. 

focus models . Center focus usually means 
less expense in manufacture - which 
means less expense for the consumer as 
well. But the down side is that they have 
difficulty in keeping moisture out. Sim­
mons claims that their center-focus models 
are totally waterproof. This was an invita­
tion to put several models through SOF' s 
rigorous paces . 

We started with the 6x40 rubber armored 
model. After an hour and a half in a bucket 
of water, we can say without fear of contra­
diction that these binoculars are definitely 
waterproof. 

Next, we threw the remaining center­
focus models on the ground and left them 
for a two-hour exposure under a lawn 
sprinkler. It wasn't a real test under mon­
soon conditions, but a fair representation of 

the exposure your gear might receive in the 
field . Even after these torture tests we didn ' t 
even have to dry the outside of the ocular or 
objective lenses to obtain a perfect visual 
image. 

My favorite binoc was the 7x42 rubber 
armored model, which has especially clear 
and superior light gathering as well as mag­
nifying qualities. The rubber armor protects 
against rough use - like being thrown in 
the back of a jeep, banged against a rock or 
any of the other bumps and dings likely to be 
received during routine field use. 

Depending on your mission, there is a 
Simmons binoc for your purpose - and the 
price is usually right. 

Simmons Rifle and Pistol Scopes 
Simmons probably has the most exten­

sive line of rifle and pistol scopes on the 
market today: pistol, rifle, target, hunting or 
service; bright, dull, blued or rubber 
armored; fixed power or variable power; 
low power or high power. Reticles include 
the duplex (often called 4-plex) or FCH-dot 
(fine cross hair dot). 

All scopes have coated optics and armor­
coated models are waterproof and meet the 
high standard requirements of all Simmons 
products . But all these qualities don ' t mean 
a thing if the scope won't hold a zero. 

SOF's firing tests were performed by 
mounting the scopes on a particularly accu­
rate 64 Winchester Model 70 .30-06 match 
rifle which will consistently put five shots of 
match ammo into l Y2 inches at 300 yards. 
Firing was done at a range of 100 yards to 
minimize any errors caused by wind drift or 
shooter error. 

The first test was to fire several shots 
without adjustments to ensure that the reti­
cle did not move as the piece was fired. It 
passed. The group was the sub minute of the 
angle expected. Next, the power was 
cranked from 8X up to 24X. Again, all shots 
fell into the original group on the target. 

For the next test, we moved to a clean 
Redfield sight-in target to test the repeatabil­
ity of the scope adjustments. Off came the 
adjustment screw caps, and one shot was 
sent downrange into one of the several aim­
ing points on the target. Next we turned the 
adjustment screws 10 clicks right, fire; then 
10 clicks up, fire; 10 clicks left, fire; and 
finally, 10 clicks down and fire the final 
check shot. A perfect adjustment on a scope 
will put the fifth bullet hole in the same spot 
as the first. In this case, I was presented with 
a two leaf cloverleaf on the target. Not bad. 

Simmons scopes and binoculars are well 
designed, well made, and worth the money. 
But all this would be for naught if the manu­
facturer will not stand behind his product 
and repair or replace the occasional glitch in 
manufacturing, which happens to the best of 
them. According to Ron Regan, who runs 
Pro-Arms, a Rocky Mountain cop shop in 
Murray, Utah, "The factory support is fan­
tastic. They have repaired or replaced every 
scope that we have sent back to them." 

Simmons stands by their limited lifetime 
warranty . And that's satisfaction guaran­
teed.~ 
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GURKHAS, Pathans, Bedouin of the 
Arabian desert and Filipino tribesmen 

don't have much in common. But one thing 
they all share is knives, each made for a 
different purpose, and each reflective of 
their owner's cultural heritage . 

In the past, many cultures developed dis­
tinctive blades , a few of which have sur­
vived in one form or another to the present 
day . Although relegated mostly to ceremo­
nial roles, these knives still see occasional 
use - even in battle. Both Argentines and 
Soviets have faced fear in the form of blades 
wielded by Gurkhas and Pathans on the 
battlefields of the Falkland Islands and 
Afghanistan. 

With only a few exceptions, knives that 
reflect the past of primitive cultures have 
retreated into the pages of history books . 
But recently they have all come together 
again in the Atlanta Cutlery catalog. 

The Georgia company has spent the last 
15 years searching the world for military 
knives they could make available to the 
American public. They found a gold mine 
of blades out there and they offer knives you 
probably couldn't get without a trip to Kat­
mandu or Riyadh. 

Among the more interesting examples of 
Atlanta Cutlery's product line are the khy­
ber, the choora, the kindjal and the kukri 
from the Indian subcontinent, the kris from 
the East Indies and the Arab jambiya. 

The kukri, the most popular exotic knife 
offered by Atlanta Cutlery, had its origins in 
the hills of Nepal. Originally used as an 
agricultural tool, it has gained attention as 
the weapon carried by the Gurkhas in the 
British and Indian armies. The kukri has 
been used with gruesome effectiveness for 
170 years in the service of the Crown. 

Atlanta Cutlery offers three models of the 
kukri: the standard kukri, the officer's kukri 
and the ceremonial kukri. The standard 
model is useful as a field knife and will take 
all the punishment you can dish out. The 
officer's model is a little smaller, but espe­
cially useful for small hands. For the real 
kukri aficionado there is the ceremonial 
model. This four-and-a-half pound kukri is 
used in the traditional Gurkha ritual of 
dushera, the beheading of a calf. The task 
requires a heavy blade, since failure to sever 
the calf's head with a single stroke is said to 
bring bad luck to the regiment for an entire 
year. All Atlanta Cutlery kukris are made in 
India and come with documents attesting to 
their authenticity. 

The khyber knife has been popular for 
hundreds of years in India, Persia and what 
is now Pakistan. Also available, at about 
half the length, is the choora. Most battle 
knives started out as farming tools, but the 
khyber and the choora were originally made 
to be used as fighting knives . The design 
originated when blades were needed to 
penetrate chain mail. Even after armor dis­
appeared from the battlefield, these knives 
were not an uncommon sight among Afghan 
and Pathan tribesmen fighting the British 
for control of the Northwest Frontier. Along 
with the kindjal, another of Atlanta Cut-
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AROUND 
THE KNIFE 
WORLD 
by G.B. Crouse 

Fighting knives of the Gurkhas - the officer's 
model (right) and the standard kukri. 

The Arab jambiya, Filipino kris and the 
choora. 

lery' s offerings, these types of knives are 
occasionally carried by the mujahideen 
fighting the Soviets in Afghanistan . 
Although limited for everyday use, these 
three fighting knives make an interesting 
addition to anyone 's blade collection. 

The kris, a knife that originated in In­
donesia and spread throughout the South 

Pacific, can still be found in the Philippines 
and elsewhere. Americans encountered the 
knife while suppressing the Moro rebellion 
in the Philippines earlier this century . 

The knife is easily recognizable with its 
di stinctive snake-like blade. The nine 
curves are capable of inflicting a particular­
ly vicious wound. The kris is of limited 
value as a bush knife, and other practical 
uses for the knife are hard to find . Nonethe­
less, the kris is a great collectible. 

The Arab jambiya has become a symbol 
of a young man's rite of passage in many 
parts of the Middle East. Along with his 
rifle, the jambiya is still one of the most 
prized possessions of the Bedouin. If a war­
rior breaks his blade and cannot afford to 
replace it, he will still carry the useless knife 
in his belt; it would be a great humiliation to 
be without one. Although now mostly a 
badge of status and 1<:1rgeiy ceremonial , this 
crescent-shaped blade is no stranger to war. 
It has slain infidels as well as other Arabs for 
nearly a thousand years. 

Whether you' re a collector or just out 
looking for a new kind of knife to carry in 
the field, Atlanta Cutlery's unusual and 
hard-to-find knives will probably fill the 
bill. For prices and further information 
write to Atlanta Cutlery , Dept. SOF, 9 11 
Center Street, Conyers , GA 30207. ~ 
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FILE FOLDERS-. 5 exciting, Full size File Folders to safeguard 
your personal papers. $1 oo each or your choice/any 1 O for $5°0 

CIA MAPS 8t PUBLICATIONS - An official publication listing 
100's of Maps, Atlases, & Publications available directly from the 
U.S . Government at Cost! 5-1 / 2X8-1 / 2 - 52 pages $5°0 

NIGHT MOVEMENTS - A True Collectors Item! The Classic 
Japanese manual on Night Fighting. Learn night psychology, silent 
movements, night firing, edged weapons, night vision , hearing & more . 
5-1 /2X8-1 /2 - 133 pages $1250 

OSS WEAPONS - Exact copy of the original 1944 "Spy Manual" ! 
Photos & Illustrations of equipment, knives, silenced weapons, etc. 
8-1 /2X11 - 53 pages $950 

KGB BEER STEIN -Large (23oz.) 3colorCrestCeramicBeerStein 
never before available, Collectors Item! $1 2 5 0 

AIR AMERICA/CIA COFFEE MUG -Heavy duty, large, (18oz.) 
mug with the Official 4 color Air America Crest $950 

KGB T·SHIRT - High quality, white red ringed T-Shirt silk 
screened with the authentic 3 color crest of the KGB, Give the KGB the 
exposure they fear the most! $950 

CATALOG - Cloak & Daggers new Spring Catalog & Rubber Stamp 
Catalog now ava ilable. $1 00 each or both FREE with order! 

CLOAK AND DAGGER PUBLICATIONS 
825-S - 25th Street - Ogden Utah 84401 

Add $2.50 postage & handling - Catalog $1.00 or Free w/order. 
, Orders paid with Visa/MC, Money Orders - Sent same day! 
· Telephone Orders Accepted 24 Hours Daily! (801) 399-1202 
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FA MAS BULLPUP 
Continued from page 65 

Each FA MAS is equipped with a clever­
ly designed , ambidextrous web sling . The 
rear portion attaches, in the conventional 
manner, to either of the sling swivels on the 
buttstock. The front clips mount on either of 
the bipod legs ' axi s pins, which permi t rota­
tion of about 220 degrees and a wide variety 
of carrying pos itions. 

A spare parts and cleaning kit is also 
included and it consists of an ejector and 
spring, ex tractor, dummy extractor plug, 
bolt-head retaining pin , plastic cleani ng rod 
with brass tip , bore and chamber brushes , 
camel's hair brush and a reall y usefu l pris­
matic bore scope. 

While bayonets have certainly become an 
anachronism on today's battle fie ld , armies 
continue to issue them . Little time was 
wasted on designing a bayonet fo r the FA 
MAS. What is essentially the MAS 49/56 
(French army rifle which preceded the FA 
MAS) bayonet was adopted . Blade shape 
resembles that of the U.S . M4-M 7 series of 
knife bayonets . Grip panels are black , un­
checkered plastic. There are two muzzle 
rings . One fits over the fl ash suppressor, the 
other on the barre l collar. The rear muzzle 
ring diminishes the bayonet ' s value as a 
fi ght ing or utility kni fe. The black -plastic, 
locking scabbard has been riveted to a web 
frog in the U.S. manner. 

Firing the FA MAS , or any bullpup 
assaul t rifle for that matter, can be some­
what unsettl ing the first time around . Wi th 
your face directly over the action, fleet ing 
th ought s of wh at mi ght happen if the 
weapon self-destructs are bound to occur. 
They are but fantas ies of course, and noth­
ing we stuffed into the FA MAS brought us 
anywhere close to red-lining its engine. 

Most of the firing sequences were con­
ducted with Portuguese M 193-type ball 
ammunition of 1982 manufac ture (head­
stamped 'FNM 82-17' ). What a pleasure it 
is to fire an assault rifle in this caliber and 
not have to contend with bolt-over-base 
stoppages such as those induced by an M 16 
magazine . There were no malfunctions of 
any kind . 

Acc urac y po te nti a l was more th an 
acceptable . With winds gusting at 25 mph, 
3 MOA , with horizontal dispersion only , 
was the best we could do at 100 yards . 

Felt recoil was quite low , but the per­
ceived muzzle bl as t, because of the bull pup 
configuration , was loud. Ejection patterns, 
which are either to the right or left in direc­
tion, varied from I 0 to 20 feet from the rifle 
wi th a high trajectory for the empty cases. 
Some cases spun back to scuff the stock 
slightly. 

While they have no heat shie lds, the 
hand guards are far enough from the barrel to 
permit a substantial volume of air to circu­
late . Neither handguard overheated at any 
time during the test. Balance and handling 
charac teri stics are excellent and the rifl e can 
be shi fted qu ic kly to engage multipl e 
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SPECIAL 
INTRODUCTORY 

OFFER 
1 YEAR (12 ISSUES OF MX) 

FOR ONLY $14.00 

Subscribe to MX, THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, pay only $14.00 for a 1-year subscription, 
and receive a 34-word classified ad - a $5.00 value - free with your paid subscription. 

A subscription to MX guarantees you 12 months of bargain-filled columns and ads for the 
sale, purchase and trading of all military collectibles. 

And, by sending in your subscription today you'll receive this BONUS offer of a 34-word 
classified ad - a $5.00 value. Your ad will appear in 8 point, regular type face. Be sure to 
count your name and address in the ad and remember, abbreviations count as words. 

All you need to do to take advantage of this special offer is to fill out the coupon below. Check 
the classified category in which you want your ad to appear and mail to MX today. 

Please note: The classified ad deadline is the last business date prior to the 15th of the 
month preceding the issue cover date. MX reserves the right to omit any ads that, in its 
opinion, are objectionable. MX assumes no responsibil ity for its advertisers or their repre­
sentations. MX is not responsible for minor typographical errors. 

This offer is valid only at the time of subscription ordering. No rainchecks are available and 
this offer cannot be applied to subscription price. Please allow 6-8 weeks for your order to 
be processed. 

The MILITARY EXCHANGE 
D Yes, I want to take advantage of this special offer -

1 YEAR for only $1 4.00 
D Payment enclosed (must accompany order) 
0 VISA 0 MasterCard 

Card # __________ Exp. Date __ 

Signature ______________ _ 

Name _______________ _ 

Address ___ ____________ _ 

City ________ State_ Zip Code _ _ 
AAXFR7 

Clip and mail coupon to: MX 
P.O. Box 349 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
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HERE'S MY BONUS 34-WORD CLASSIFIED AD: 

My category choice: 

Aviation Firearms Misc. Relics 
Books Knives Radios Uniforms 
Civil War Vehicles 

Offer expires 1 /31 /87. Please allow 6-8 weeks for order to be 
processed. Offer good in U.S. only. 
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targets. 
The more I shoot it, the more this gro­

tesque hunchback grows on me. Its unsight­
ly geometry becomes quickly muted by its 
superb performance. Regardless of the U.S. 
military's antipathy toward them, bullpup 
designs will continue to proliferate as the 
quest for ever more compact individual 
weapons marches forward. Fit for anyone's 
front line, the FA MAS should give both the 
Austrian Steyr AUG and the British Enfield 
SA 80 a stiff run for the money. 

Semiautomatic-only versions of the FA 
MAS are available directly from Century 
Arms to FFL holders for $999. This in­
cludes the rifle complete with bipod, sling, 
two magazines and the spare parts and 
cleaning kit. A French military carrying 
case can be obtained for $99. The bayonet 
and scabbard cost $37. 95. 

Military organizations and law enforce­
ment agencies can obtain versions with 
scopes integrated into the carrying handles, 
training rifles firing 4.5mm pellets by 
means of COi, and short-barreled models 
with 16.5-inch barrels. A new carrying 
handle that will accept any NA TO 
STANAG scope is also under 
development. ~ 

COMBAT 
CORRESPONDENT 
Continued from page 81 

amputated dangled from his hand. The lieu­
tenant's swollen face contorted into a tight 
knot and he tossed his head, on the verge of 
shock. 

As I instinctively photographed the 
bloody scene, contradictory feelings of 
opportunism and guilt passed through my 
mind. On the one hand, it was a rare oppor­
tunity for me to take extraordinary photo­
graphs. Yet, I felt as ifl was using the agony 
of my new friends for the sake of a story. I 
tried to photograph them without being no­
ticed. I did not want the soldiers to think I 
was cold-hearted, making a living from the 
images of torn bodies and suffering. I doubt 
the wounded would have noticed me; they 
were in too much pain for that. 

I felt sick. I could no longer stand by 
shooting photos. I handed the corporal my 
canteen, then helped clear a. path through 
the jungle to evacuate the wounded, who 
were eased onto improvised stretchers made 
of branches and rain ponchos. I swore at the 
time it would be my last patrol. I would stick 
to writing analyses or find another job. But 
good job offers don't come overnight. Be­
sides, I was addicted to the excitement of 
being a combat correspondent. 

I have been asked if I am afraid of joining 
Central America's growing body count. Of 
course. But there are things I fear more than . 
death. Everybody has to die someday. What 
I fear most is being disfigured, dismem­
bered, or paralyzed. Only a fanatic search­
ing for martyrdom has no fear or anxiety 
when bullets are flying inches from his 
body. But it is a question of doing my job 
despite the fear. To deal with fear on the 
killing grounds, I developed a fatalistic atti­
tude of que sera sera- what will be, will be 
- and tried to be careful. Oftentimes, com­
plete concentration on doing your job in the 
heat of battle is enough to block out fear. 

Still, I recall the times I've almost been 
killed, and my reaction wasn't so blase or 
accepting. "What am I doing here? No 
story is worth this," I would think as the 
bullets or shrapnel landed around me. Other 
war correspondents have told me they felt 
the same way when facing death. 

And in the midst of confusion and death, 
war correspondents still have to remain 
neutral and report the facts. I have tried to 
follow the guiding principle of journalism 
and not let my emotions or convictions dis­
tort the facts. I always try my best to report a 
story accurately. I believe in what I am 
doing and call the shots as I see them. 

Working for SOF adds a unique dimen­
sion to my role as war correspondent. SOF 
makes no bones about its commitment· to 

G REEN _____ ~-n~stL_aJ._.I_~e-~r_irA_vE?_bl~i-§i!_iiaryR_&H}_nt~-A~-rI_9_es~-ie~--
Battle Dress Uniform (Fatigues) 
Brand New • Latest Issue • First Quality 
BOU 
Pants feature: Double 
fabric seat and 
knees; 6 pockets 
(2 slash front 
pockets, 2 rear 
pockets with 
button flaps, 2 
large bellows 
pockets on 
thighs); adjus­
table waist tab; 
button fly; draw­
string cuffs. 

Shirts feature: 
Double fabric elbows; 
4 pockets (bellows style) 

Woodland 
Camouflage 
Available in (1) 100% Cotton 
Rip Stop or (2) 50/50 NyCo. 
Pants or Shirt $27.95 ea. 
Ollve Drab (00) Green 
100% Collon Rip Stop Pants 
or Shirt $27.95 ea. 

Tiger Stripe 
Camouflage 
100% Cotton Rip 
Stop Pants ·-
or Shirt $29.95 ea. 
S.W.A.T. Black 
Available in (1) 100% 
Cotton Rip Stop or (2) 
50/50 Poly/Cotton 
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea. 
Authentic Trebark® 
Camouflaqe 
Pants or Shirt $34.95 ea 
Khaki 
100% Cotton Rip Stop 
Pants or Shirt $29.95 ea 
Sizes: XS,S,M.L,XL 
(regular and Jong Jengtlis) 

Grey Camo 
50/50 NyCo, 
Pants or Shirt 
$29.95 ea. 

100 801.DIBR Of HRTUNB 

PULLOVER 
(PARKA) 

A strong, light-weight, wind resis­
tant but breathable parka now 
available In two fine fabrics: (1) 
50/50 poly/cotton in Woodland 
camouflage, Olive Drab (OD) 
Green, Navy, Off-White, Tan, 
Black, Grey, Lt.Blue, Maroon and 
cactus or (2) 100% Nylon Oxford 
in Navy, Royal Blue, Scarlet, 
Maroon, Sliver Gray and Kelly 
Green. Sizes: S(36-38), M(40-42), 
L(44-48) and $2n!l5 
XL(48-50). ONLY ;,-

N2 .. B EXTREME 
COLD WEATHER 
FLIGHT JACKET 

Designed for extreme cold 
weather conditions, this jac.ket is 
interlined with quilted polyester 
betting. Hood Is lined and 
trimmed with Mouton synthetic 
fur and unzips to lie flat against 
shoulders when not In use. Outer 
and inner storm flaps; knit waist 
band and cuffs; 2 front welt 
pockets and combination cigar­
ette/pencil pocket with zipper on 
sleeve. Available in USAF Sage 
Green only. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

ONLY $7995 

Tell us your chest, height and waist measurements when ordering. 
State size, color and fabric and mail proper amount (check or money 
order) plus $3.50 per ttem (Double for canada) for shipping and 
handling to: (TN residents add 7% sales tax). 

GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
P.O. Box 20008 Dept. 2 •Knoxville, Tennessee 37940 

ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-521-7977 
In TN (615) 947-2349 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 

MA-1 REVERSIBLE 
FLIGHT JACKET 

This intermediate weight, water 
repellant treated, nylon jacket is 
manufactured to USAF design for 
use in cold weather climates 
(20" F). Features front closure 
storm flap; knit collar, waistband 
and cuffs; 4 welt type slash 
pockets with snap fasteners (2 
outside, 2 inside); and combina­
tion cigarette/pencil pocket with 
zipper on sleeve. All jackets re­
verse to high visibility orange and 
are fully interlined for warmth. 
USAF Sage Green. Black 
and (camouflage-100% Cotton 
Shell). Also, available · in L2-B · 
version. Same as MA-1 except 
lightweight for use in cool weath­
er (SOF) and with epaulets. 
Sage Green and Navy only. 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 

ONLY $3895 ea. 
Reversible FV-1 Flight Vest (same 
as MA-1 w/osleeves). USAF Sage 
Green, Black or camouflage . 

tz~~- S, MONL Y $2995 

GENUINE GOV'T. ISSUE 
M-65 FIELD JACKET 

Please do not mistake us for a 
similar ad-WE are the original!. 
BRAND NEW FIRST QUALITY. 

KIDDmlHOOD 

The very latest U.S. Army issue 
all-weather field jacket made of 
50% nylon/50% cotton with water 
repellency Is fully lined and is 
manufactured under strict quality 
standards by a prime government 
contractor in the United States. 
Excellent for hunting, work or 
leisure. ONLY $4295 

AVAILABLE JN CURRENT 
GOV'T COLORS: 
Woodland camouflage • Olive 
Drab OR Tiger Stripe Camou­
flage • Swat Black • Police Navy 
• Desert Camouflage • Maroon 
.• Oyster • Grey • A.F. Sage 
Green • Khaki. Sizes: XS. S, M, 
L, XL. For proper fit, specify 
chest measurement. Genuine 
G.I. M-65 cold weathe; button-In 
liner $16.95 plus $3.00 shipping 
and handling. BOYS' jackets in 
Woodland Camouflage only. 
Sizes 4-6, 8-10, 12-14, 16-18. 

ONLY $3895 
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resisting communism and supporting Amer­
ica's allies . I am often asked if working for 
an organization such as SOF, with its con­
servative editorial policies, compromises 
my objectivity . In response, I usually re­
mind them of the words of the late war 
photographer Robert Capa. He said that to 
truly understand war you have to choose 
sides; you have to love someone and hate 
someone else. 

If a journalist truly understands war, his 
reporting of it is much more powerful. "" 

COPYCAT COLTS 
Continued from page 53 

primer's firing pin indentation with every 
round fired , but still functioned perfectly . 
However, Federal's 115-grainjacketed hol­
low point bullet will just not feed through 
this pistol. 

If you must have the hollow-point 
placebo, then you'll have to pay your pis­
tolsmith to polish the feed ramp and throat 
the barrel. Best accuracy was obtained with 
the Hirtenberger ammunition (distributed 
by Hansen Cartridge Co., Dept. SOF, 244 
Old Post Road, Southport, CT 06490) , 
which produced 2.5-inch 8-round groups at 
35 feet, shooting to the point of aim with 
some vertical stringing. Perceived recoil is 
very soft in this 35.6 oz. pistol. 

Springfie ld Armory's . 45 ACP 
MI 91IAI will apparently consume any bul­
let configuration without modification. Our 
test included both standard and match-grade 
military ball with its 230-gr. FMJ bullet, 
Winchester's excellent 185-gr. Silvertip 
hollow point with an aluminum alloy jacket, 
Remington Targetmaster ammunition con­
taining 185-gr. wadcutter bullets and re­
loads consisting of medium-hardcast, 
round-nose bullets, assorted cases, CCI 
Large Pistol primers and 6.3 grains of Her­
cules Unique assembled on the Dillon RL 
1000 progressive reloader. There were no 
stoppages. Best accuracy was obtained with 
1969 Remington manufactured match 
ammo, which grouped seven rounds into 
3.5 inches at 35 feet, 4 inches above the 
point of aim. When the proper Weaver 
stance is employed, hammer bite will start 
to cut through the web of your hand after 
about 50 rounds . You'll need a grip safety 
with a beavertail tang or lots of bandaids if 
you want to become proficient with this .45. 

These fine handguns deserve the very 
highest recommendation and, in fact , have 
been adopted by Jeff Cooper's American 
Pistol Institute at Gunsite, Arizona. Espe­
cially attractive are the prices. In either cali­
ber, phosphate versions carry a suggested 
retail of only $362 (blued: $383). They are 
packed with one magazine, a solid brass 
cleaning rod and bristle bore brush. You can 
purchase an unassembled complete kit for 
$325 in phosphate or $356 blued. Pistol­
smiths can obtain frame and slide kits for 
$180 (blued $195) or frames alone at $101 
(blued: $108) and slides at $89 (blued: $96). 
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Best of all , you won't be plagued with 
Colt's collet bushing or abominable Series 
80 firing-pin lock. Demand has been heavy 
and until recently Springfield Armory has 
been back ordered for several months . With 
good reason. "" 

YANK IN 
AFGHANISTAN 
Continued from page 69 

ambush along the concrete road leading to 
the airport . At first light, Ibraham placed 
three men and his RPG-7 in an abandoned 
house about 300 meters from the road. It 
was a poor position. A Soviet T-62 tank was 
parked only 200 meters away and 300 
meters was a long shot for untrained RPG 
gunners. 

I convinced Ibraham to move closer to the 
road. We ended up in a stream about 70 
meters from the road and right next to a 
hotel used as a Soviet base. Initially I was 
angry that Ibraham put us so close to the 
hotel , but I wouldn' t hold a grudge against 
someone so willing to fight. 

The three other mujahideen stayed hid­
den in the vineyard behind us. So this would 
be another two-man show. Ibraham said 
that he knew how to use the RPG-7, but 
when I checked the sight, it was set for 500 
meters - our kill zone was only 70 meters 
away. I decided to fire the RPG and told 
Ibraham to load another round immediately 
after the first was fired. Most RPG first 
shots are misses and I wanted a second 
chance. 

The first BROM came by before we were 
loaded, but we were ready for the .second 
one. It had soldiers hanging all over it (I 
think they were Afghan) and was traveling 
at about 40 kph. I gave the target a lead, 
aiming over fixed sights (the RPG's tele­
scopic sight is a piece of garbage) , and 
gently squeezed the trigger- nothing. The 
damn safety was on. Cursing, I quickly 
pushed the button to red, re-aimed and 
fired . 

The smoke and dust obscured everything. 
I turned to Ibraham for another round, but 
he was sitting with his fingers in his ears and 
his eyes closed . I reloaded myself and 
strained to see the target through the dust. It 
was gone. 

The !2.7s in the hotel opened up all 
around us . To get to the safety of the village, 
we had to run a gauntlet of open fields 
punctuated by relatively safe vineyards . 
The Soviets are lousy shots . Our entire party 
made it back unscathed. 

I apologized for my poor marksmanship, 
but the mujahideen quickly corrected me. 
The men in the vineyard had seen the whole 
thing and said that I scored a direct hit about 
the rear wheel. They saw a hat blown 20 feet 
into the air and three soldiers blown off the 
vehicle. I didn't get a second shot because it 
continued to roll after being hit. Informants 
who removed the bodies later told us that six 
men were killed. 

Rapid !iring model 
of the weapon 
of the future. 
Comes with B·shot 
maoazmeanr. 
detachable telescope 
style sight. 

"COMPETITION CLASSIC" 
Sf Ml-AUTOMATIC 
TAR&ET PISTOL 

The lirst choice ol 
Special fo rces. S.W.A.l 
Teams and Police. With 
this realistic action 
model you can fire the 
pellets as fast as you can 
pull !he trigger. 

MA&NUM .44 :~~~~==::i MODEL-180 
This model handgun 
tires pellets as 
last as you can 
pull the trigger. 
Load all SO pellets 
and fire away. 

U!ra long target barrel and 
he-man gnps combine to give 
unusual accuracy. The reahst1c 
cylinder reloads Quickly with 
10 pellets 

PELLET FIRING! 
TARGET PISTOLS! FREE: 

TARGETS AND 50 REUSABLE PELLETS 
YES, please rush me !he 100% super tough plastic pellet-firing 
target weapon(s) I've checked below. Also include my FREE targets 
and 50 harmless reuseabte plastic pellets with each weapon. I'm 
enclosing $4.95 plus 95C for postage and handling !or each target 
weapon I'm ordering. If rm not completely satisfied you'll refund my 
money right away. 0 SEMl·AUTOMATIC MACHINE 
C INGRAM M·ll PISTOL 

SEMI-AUTOMATIC 0 .. TARGET MAGNUM" 
0 MAGNUM tBO REVOLVER 

SEMl·AUTOMATIC 0 COLT LONG RIFLE 
0 SNUB·NOSEO REVOLVER SEMl·AUTOMATIC 

0 LASER SEMl·AUTOMATIC O ~~~~m~/.i°A~l~~K~~h 
Name 

Address 

City/State/Zip 

NO PERMIT REOUIREO. MICH. RES.AOO SALES TAX 

GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept 269AN79 
County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 
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On the way back we were harassed by a 
mujahideen who lived near the road. He was 
angry because the ambush would cause the 
enemy to bomb his vi llage. I tried to explain 
to him , as I did to all the mujahideen, that 
they must either fight or surrender. If the 
fear of retribution keeps you from fighting, 
the enemy will win. 

A Lucky Defector 
I returned to Abdul Ahmad's committee 

when I heard that he was planning an attack. 
A couple of militiamen wanted to defect and 
offered to help us capture their post by let­
ting us in during their guard shift. 

We arrived at 2200 hours. Our men didn't 
have guard unti l midnight, so we sat on the 
sidewalk and waited. I fe lt a little strange 
just sitting there in the open , but the com­
munists stayed locked in thei r posts at night. 
The mujahideen in- Herat control the night 
far more than the Viet Cong ever did in 
Vietnam. 

At midnight, three of us crawled to the 
roof and the guard led us to three small 
rooms. Each room contained about fo ur 
sleeping militiamen. I entered one of the 
rooms and woke each man in tum, warning 
him to be quiet. The last man refused to 
stand up, so l hit him a couple of times. I 
was just about to shoot him - if I buried the 
muzzle deep into his stomach, the sound 
would have been negligible- but a mujahi­
deen came in and told me that the man was a 
defector to our side. Oops. 

We loaded at least 20 Kalashnikovs, a 

7.62mm machine gun, two boxes of gre­
nades , a pair of Soviet walkie-talkies and a 
lot of ammunition into pushcarts that we 
found in the street. We had the prisoners 
hau l all of this booty to our headquarters. 

Back at the committee, everyone was 
ecstatic. We had captured more weapons 
than we knew what to do with and we didn't 
have to fire a shot - just the type of batt le 
the mujahideen liked. I preferred a little 
more action , but it was better than sitting 
around. 

Abdul Ahmad decided to visit his family 
who li ved in a vi llage about 40 ki lometers 
from Herat. When he left , his committee 
lost all discipline. No operations were 
planned and weeks passed when we did 
nothing but sleep and loiter arou nd our 
headquarters. I tried to teach the mujahi­
deen basic tactics and hygiene - how to 
aim their rifles and bury their garbage- but 
their attention span and initiative were neg­
ligible. 

A Running Board Raid 
I returned to Ibraham 's committee in 

search of more combat. We received word 
that a militia commander was going to take a 
taxi to the airport around noon . So we de­
cided to kidnap him. One young mujahi­
deen was going to hide a Tokarev 9mm 
pistol in his vest, stop the taxi and bring the 
prisoner across 100 meters of open field to 
where the rest of us were hiding. 

This was ridiculous. A militia command­
er was bound to have an armed bodyguard 

with him. Our boy would be heavily out­
gunned. 

I asked Ibraham to help me. We covered 
ourselves with dead brush within spitting 
distance of the road . When the man with the 
pistol stopped the taxi , we would jump out 
and help . Getting under my camoufl age l 
couldn' t help wondering how obvious two 
mounds of dead brush in the middle of a 
green field would be from the road. 

The road was busy with BRDMs , BTRs 
and BMPs, all overflowing with Afghan 
and Soviet troops . When I real ized that they 
didn't see us, I stuck my head out of the 
camouflage to get a good look at the passing 
equipment. It was like a game of hide-and­
seek, only in this game the loser dies . 

After an hour, I fig ured that the taxi 
wasn ' t going to show up . I sent the man with 
the pistol back to get the RPG-7 from the 
other mu jahideen. We could at least ambush 
some of these vehicles . He returned empty­
handed . The muj ahideen had no stomach 
for a fight that day. 

The next vehicle down the road was a 
large truck full of fuel drums , blankets and 
shoes. The mujahideen with the pis to l 
jumped on the running board and forced it 
onto a dirt road. I stood on the other running 
board and poin.ted my rifle at the driver. The 
mujahideen treated the two Afghans in the 
cab like friends, but I thought differently. 
The truck had been heading to the Soviet 
compound near the airport. It was obvious 
to me that the drivers were collaborators 

UNDERWATER SURVIVAL -U.S.TECH 
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Gerber 
BMF. As featured in 
SOF. Bowie style blade, 
serrated edge, compass, 
diamond sharpening 
stone. Lifetime warranty. 
Includes sheath. 
Retail $160.00 
Sale $129.95 

Gerber 
Guardian. Famous for it's 
quality and performance! 
Model 5800 in black, 
$39.95 
Model 5816 in cammo, 
$46.95 

Tekna 
Single piece stainless 
construction. Black matt 
llnish. Specify sheath 
with straps or belt/boot 
clip. Retail $54.95 
Wrth straps $44.95 
Wrth belt/boot clip $39.95 

Chronosport 
The name in divers 
watches. All black, dual 
time, Quartz analog com­
bined with LC D digital 
displays. 
Wrth nylon strap · Retail 
$385.00 Sale $308.00 
With bracelet • Re tail 
$460.00 Sale $368.00 

Nikon quality binoculars 
8 x 30 

Green rubber 
coated 
#777 

Retail $455.00 
Sale $405.00 

Underw•ter 
Camero 

35 mm Hanimex camera wlll 
survive mud, sand, and water 
over 100 feet deep! Motor 
advance, built In flash. 
Retail $250.00 
Sole $189.95 

Emergency Air Supply 
Spa.Ia alr when you need it! Complete system 
In one compact unit. Two cubic feet of air. 
Retail $175.00 
Sole $139.95 

U.S.TECH SCUBA 
All american made 
equipment! Shadow all 
black BCD with power, 
pack, Co2 and more, 
ARIS series Explorer 
regulator with ARIS 
octopus, Datacom 
double console (PSI/ 
Depth), and Aluminum 
80 K cylinder. Retail 
over $1000.00 

Sale $575.-00 

7 x 35 
Field glasses 

#7790 
Retail $164.00 
Sale $129.95 

7 x so 
Black rubber 

coated 
#7785 

Retail $570.00 
Sale $492.00 

Cam mo 
geor bog 

Military spec hardware, 
side pocket, shoulder 
strap, extra thick Cor­
dura Nylon, Darlin zip­
pers. Extra Large. 
Retail $1t5.00 
Sole $74.95 

I Twin Tank Air 
Twin 2 CUFT tanks • four cubic 
feet of ail . Complete system in a 
compact unit! 
Retail $245.00 
Sole $179.95 

SNORKELING 
PACKAGE 

Black graphite open 
heel fins, silicone mask 
with tempered glass, 
large bore silicone 
snorkel. Rugged, high 
quality equipment! Re­
tail $140.00 

Sale $84.95 

Mlnl-C Ltte 
Fully waterproof light 
with bright Halogen bulb. 
Belt clip attached. Black. 
Uses four c batteries (Not 
included). $24.95 

Tel<na Light 
T-1970 rechargable di· 
vers light, black. Includes 
charger and landyard. 
$74.95 

Pelican 
Mighty Light. Slightly 
larger than a penlight, yet 

. powerful! Clip and built in 
magnet in butt. $8.95 

Seiko 
Professional divers 
watch. SPW005. Quartz 
analog/digital displays, 
tested to 500 feet, rotat­
ing bezel, screw down 
crown, timer, and more. 
Retail $275.00 
Sale $225.00 

I 

Order from U.S. TECH, by mail or phone. Call (312)763-1669 (SOF1 NOW) or send your order to U.S.TECH, 6674 N. Northwest Hwy., Chicago, IL 
60631. We accept Master Card, Visa, Discover Card, American Express, and PAD Icard charge cards by phone. We also accept Money order, Cashiers 
check, or Certified check by mail. Include $3.00 shipping for orders under $100.00, $6.00 for orders over $100.00. Caution: You should be trained in 
the use of SCUBA by a qualified instructor. 
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with the enemy. 
Back at the committee, the mujahideen 

continued to treat the drivers like allies. 
Hell , they even gave them back some of 
their cargo. I tried to convince them to take 
the drivers prisoner, but they let them go. 
Two days later we found out that they were 
long-time Communist Party members . You 
can' t be too trusting in a civil war. 

Heading Home 
After the hijacking, the Heral mujahideen 

seemed to go on vacation. For a month it 
was the same story in every committee -
brave talk but no action. Even though I'd 
been in Afghanistan for nine months, I was 
willing to stay indefinitely if we were fight­
ing, but I had no desire to waste away in 
inactivity. I decided to return to Pakistan . 

I joined a group of mujahideen who were 
going to a village east of Herat. We forded 
the Hari Rud River and hired some karachis 
to bring us to a village near the airport. With 
our weapons in plain view and in broad 
dayl ight , we openly rode right under a huge 
grain elevator the Soviets use as an observa­
tion tower. 

Someone had tried to blow up the pipe­
line leading to the airport so the communists 
increased security along the road we had to 
cross to get out ofHerat. We decided to wait 
until things calmed down before crossing. 
We stayed in a house so close to the airport 
that we could hear the wheels of Soviet 
transports touch down . When I asked why 
they didn 't moi;tar the airport, the mujahi­
deen gave the familiar reply. They feared 
retaliatory bombing. 

On the fifth night , we crossed the road , so 
close to an enemy parking complex that we 
were illuminated by its floodlights. 

Close Encounter 
The next day we were buzzed by three 

SU-7 jets as we crossed an open field . They 
flew barely I 00 meters off the ground and I 
could clearly see the pilots looking at us. I 
was about to jump into a gully with the rest 
of the mujahideen when I noticed their com­
mander just standing in the open looking at 
the jets. My pride forced me to do likewise. 
The jets, painted in green camouflage with a 
red star clearly visible on their tails, circled 
once and flew away. l guess we weren ' t 
worth wasting ordnance on . 

Later we caught a bus that took us east­
ward along the Hari Rud valley. Twenty 
fully armed mujahideen sitting in the open 
waiting for the bus must have been a strange 
sight - but then Afghanistan is a strange 
place. 

After I said good-bye to the mujahideen , 
the remainder of my journey consisted of 
trying to convince each local chieftain to 
guide me to the next village. The Herat 
mujahideen gave me a letter of introduction 
that helped a great deal. Most of the time I 
was helped, but sometimes I found myself 
walking a lone through the countryside 
trying to find the correct trail. 

The Man From BBC 
Farmers I met a long the way always 

thought that I was a Soviet. They didn ' t 
understand "American" or " Reagan, " so I 
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told them I was from BBC. (They think 
BBC is a place.) Since everyone listened to 
the BBC on the short wave, I was made an 
honored guest. After traveling for a month I 
finally arrived at a village supplied by truck. 
I paid a driver 1,000 Pakistani rupees (about 
$62) to take me to the village of Musa 
Qal'eh. The mujahideen commander there 
tasked one of his men to bring me to the 
town of Sangin on the Hilmand River. 

We doubled up on a n India n­
manufactured motorcycle. 1 held on for dear 
life because it wasn't easy staying on the 
bike with a 50-pound rucksack, given the 
poor road conditions. When it got dark my 
guide refused to go any farther. He wanted 
to leave me in the middle of nowhere and 
return to Musa Qal 'eh. I drew my knife and 
forced him to continue. His commander 
ordered him to take me to Sangin and that's 
where we would go. 

As soon as I was deposited at a Sangin tea 
shop, my guide disappeared. Sangin was a 
mujahideen town and I explained my situa­
tion to some local merchants. They directed 
me to two Pakistanis who made a business 
of moving refugees to Pakistan. 

After days of waiting, innumerable false 
starts and 3,000 rupees, I was riding in a 
convoy of three jeep pickup trucks headed 
to Pakistan. Each truck contained more than 
50 people. The women and children sat in 
the center atop their belongings and the 
men , including myself , sat with their feet 
over the side and tried to maintain their 
balance by clutching onto tie-down ropes. 

We traveled only at night to avoid being 
spotted by helicopters out of Kandahar. 
Many people fell off in the more moun­
tainous areas. The vehicles wouldn't stop, 
so you just had to run like hell to get back 
on. Remarkably, we didn't lose anyone. 

We passed into Pakistan in about four 
days. We didn ' t even see a Pak checkpoint. 
I jumped into the first bus that I saw. I 
wanted to avoid contact with Pak authorities 
and I knew that refugees would draw their 
attention. 

I entered Quetta traveling like just another 
European hippie headed for India - a strange 
end to a remarkable adventure. ~ 

FROM LEFT TO 
RIGHT 
Continued from page 31 

Auschwitz and Buchenwald. Between 30 
and 40 million people were killed in peace­
time in the daily routine of socialist rule. 
While Leftists applauded their progressive 
policies and guarded their frontiers, Soviet 
Marxists killed more peasants, more work­
ers, and even more communists than all the 
capitalist governments combined since the 
beginning of time. 

And for the entire duration of this night­
mare , the William Buckleys and Ronald 
Reagans and other anti-communists went on 
telling the world exactly what was happen­
ing . And all that time the pro-Soviet Left 
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went on denouncing them as reactionaries 
and liars, using the sam e contemptuous 
terms with which the Left attacks President 
Reagan and his supporters today. 

The Left would still be denying the Soviet 
atrocities if the perpetrators themselves had 
not finally acknowledged their crimes . In 
1956, in a secret speech to the party elite, 
Khrushchev made the cri mes a communist 
fact ; but it was only the CIA that ac tually 
made the fact public, allowing radicals to 
come to terms with what they had done . 

Khrushchev and his cohorts could not 
have cared less about the misplaced faith 
and misspent lives of their naive supporters 
on the Left. The Soviet rulers were con­
cerned about themselves : Stalin ' s mania 
had spread the slaughter into hi s hench­
men 's ranks; they wanted to make totalitar­
ianism safe for its rulers. In place of a dic ta­
tor whose paranoia could not be controlled , 
they instituted a dictatorship by directorate 
- which (not coincidentally) is the form of 
rule in Nicaragua today. Repression would 
work one way only: from the privileged top 
of society to the powerless bottom. 

But the truth had been admitted at last and 
the Left all over the world was forced to 
redefine itself in relation to the Soviet facts . 
In Europe and America , a new anti-Stalinist 
Left was born . This New Left , of which I 
was one of the founders, was repelled by the 
evils it was now forced to see, and embar­
rassed by the tarnish the Soviet totalitarians 
had brought to the socialist cause . It turned 

its back on the Soviet model of Stalin and 
his heirs. 

But the Sandinista vanguard was neither 
embarrassed nor repelled . In 1957 , Carlos 
Fonseca , the founding fa ther of the Sandi­
nista Front , visited the Soviet Union, with 
its newly effic ient totalitarian state . To Fon­
seca , as to Borge and his other comrades, 
the Soviet monstrosity was the ir revolution­
ary dream come true. Jn hi s pamphlet, A 
Nicaraguan in Moscow, Fonseca pro­
claimed Soviet communi sm hi s model for 
Lat in America ' s revolutionary future. 

This vision of a Soviet America is now 
bein g rea li zed in Nicaragua. The com­
andante directorate , the army and the secret 
poli ce are already mirrors of the Soviet state 
- not only structurally but in the ir person­
nel , tra ined and often manned by agents o f 
the Soviet ax is. 

But the mos t important fi gure in this 
transformation is not a Nicaraguan at all. 
For 20 years, from the time the Sandinistas 
first arrived in Havana , they were disciples 
of Fidel Castro . With his bless ings they 
went on to Moscow , where Stalin ' s hench­
men completed their revolutionary course. 
Fidel is the image in which the Sandinista 
leadership has created itself and is the au­
thor of its strategy. Its politburo , the com­
andante directorate, was personally created 
by F ide l in Ha vana on the eve of the final 
struggle, sea led with a pledge of millions in 
military aid. It was Fidel who supplied the 
arms with which the Sandinistas waged 
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their battles, just as he supplied the Chl;lan 
general - Zenen Casals - who directed 
th e ir victorious campa ign Uust as nhe 
Soviets supplied the general who directed 
F idel's own victory at the Bay of Pigs). 
Without Castro 's intervention, Arturo Cruz 
and the other anti -Somoz a and pro ­
dem ocratic contras would be the govern­
ment of Nicaragua today. 

And it was Fidel who showed the Sandi­
nistas how to steal the revolutiof) after the 
victory, and how lo secure the theft by T]1a­
nipulating their most important allies: ~he 
American Left and its liberal sympathizers. 

Twenty-five years ago Fidel was also a 
revolutionary hero to us on the New Left (as 
he was at one time to Robert K. Brown). 
Like today 's campus radicals , we became 
"coffee-pickers" and passengers on the 
revolutionary tour , and we hailed the litera­
cy campaigns , health clinics and other won­
ders of the people's state . 

When Fidel spoke , his words were re~o­
lutionary mu sic to our ears : ''Freedom with 
bread . Bread without terror. " " A revolu­
tion nei ther reel nor bl ack , but Cuban olive­
green. " And so in Managua today : " Not 
[Soviet] corrununism but Nicaraguan Sandi­
nism o" is the formula Fidel ' s imitators 
proc laim . 

All the fine gestures and words with 
which Fidel seduced us and won our support 
- the open Marxism , the socialis t human­
ism , the independent path - turned out to 
be calculated lies. Even as he procla~med 
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his color to be olive-green, he was planning 
to make his revolution Moscow red . 

So cynical was Fidel's strategy that at the 
time it was difficult for many to compre­
hend . One by one Fidel began removing his 
own comrades from the revolutionary re­
gime and replacing them with Cuban com­
munists. 

Cuba' s communists were then a party in 
disgrace . They had opposed the revolution; 
they had even served in the cabinet of the 
tyrant Batista while the revolution was tak­
ing place. 

But this was all incidental to Fidel. Fidel 
knew how to use people . And Fidel was 
planning a new revolution he could trust the 
communists to support: he had decided to 
turn Cuba into a Sov iet state. And Fidel also 
knew that he could no longer trust his own 
comrades , because they had made a revol u­
tion they thought was going to be Cuban 
olive-green. 

Although Fidel removed socialists and 
the Sandinistas removed democrats, the pat­
tern of betrayal has been the same. 

To gain power the Sandinistas concealed 
their true intention (a Soviet state) behjnd a 
revolutionary lie (a pluralist democracy). 
To conso lidate power they fashioned a 
second lie (democracy, but only within the 
revolution), and those who believed in the 
fi rst lie were removed. At the end of the 
process there will be no democracy 'in 
Nicaragua at all , which is exactly what Fon­
seca and the Sandinistas intended when they 
began. 

When Huber Matos saw Fidel's strategy 
unfolding in Cuba, he got on the telephone 
with other Fidelistas to discuss what they 
should do . This was a mistake. In the first 
year of Cuba's liberation , the phones of 
revolutionary legends like Huber Matos 
were a lready tapped by Fidel 's secret 
police . Huber Matos was arrested . 

In the bad old days of Batista oppression, 
Fidel had been arrested himself. His crime 
was not words on a telephone, but leading 
an attack on a military barracks to over­
throw the Batista regime. Twelve people 
were killed . For this Fidel spent a tota l of 18 
months in the tyrant 's jail before being re­
leased. 

Huber Matos was not so lucky . Fidel was 
not Batista, and the revolution that had 
overthrown Batista was no two-bi t dicta­
torship. For his phone call , Huber Matos 
was tried in such secrecy that not even mem­
bers of the government were privy to the 
proceeding. When it was over , he was sen­
tenced to solitary confi nement, in a cell 
without sunlight , for 22 years. And even as 
Fidel buried his former friend and comrade 
alive, he went on singing his songs of revo­
lutionary humanism and justice. 

Milan Kundera reveals the meaning of 
this revolutionary parable of Huber Matos 
and Fidel. Recalling a French communist 
who wrote poems for brotherhood while his 
friend was being murdered by the poet 's 
comrades in Prague, Kundera said: " The 
hangman kjlled while the poet sang ." 

Kundera explained: " People like to say 

JANUARY 87 



COMMAND 
SHIRTS 

Sizes 
S.M .L.XL 

Send check or money order to: 

COMMAND SHIRTS 
8 Woodstock Court 

Oyster Boy, New Yo rk 11771 

U.S. Currency only! 
Add $1.50 Postage/ Handling 
N. Y. residents odd sa les tax 

Canada odd $2.00 
Foreign add 30% 

J ANUARY 87 

revolution is beautiful; it is only the terror 
arising from it which is evil. But this is not 
true. The evil is already present in the 
beautiful; hell is already contained in the 
dream of paradise .. .. To condemn Gulags 
is easy , but to reject the poetry which leads 
to the Gulag by way of paradise is as diffi­
cult as ever." 

Words to bear in mind today as we con­
sider Nicaragua and its revolution of poets. 

To believe in the revolutionary dream is 
the tragedy of its supporters; to exploit the 
dream is the tragedy of its dictators. Revolu­
tionary cynicism, the source of this talent, is 
Fidel's most important teaching to his San­
dinista disciples. This is the faculty that 
allows the comandantes to emulate Fidel 
himself: to be poets and hangmen at the 
same time . To promise democracy and 
organize repression, to attack imperialism 
and join an empire, to talk peace and plan 
war, to champion justice and deliver Nica­
ragua to a fraternity of inhumane, repres­
sive, militarized and economically crippled 
states. 

"We used to have one main prison, now 
we have many,' ' begins the lament of Car­
los Franqui , a former Fidelista. " We used 
to have many plantations; now we have only 
one, and it belongs to Fidel. Who enjoys the 
fruits of the revolution, the houses of the 
rich , the luxuries of the rich? The com­
andante and his court. '' 

To this grim accounting must be added 
the economic ruin that Fidel's Marxism has 
wrought. Among the proven fai lures of the 
Marxist promise, this is the most fateful of 
all. The fai lure of Marxist economies to 
satisfy basic needs, let alone compete with 
the productive capitalisms of the West, has 
produced the mili tary- industrial police 
states which call themselves socialist today. 
Nicaragua, with its Sandinista-created eco­
nomic crisis and its massive military build­
up , is but the latest example of this pattern. 

The idea that Marxist revolution will 
mean economic benefi t for the poor has 
proved to be the most deadly illusion of all. 
It is because Marxist economies cannot 
satisfy economic needs - not even at the 
levels of the miserably corrupt capitalisms 
of Batista and Somoza - that Marxist states 
require permanent repression to stifle un­
rest , and permanent enemies to saddle with 
the blame. 

This is also why Castro has found a new 
national product to supply to the Soviet mar­
ket (a product his Sandinista disciples are in 
the process of developing in their tum). The 
product is the Cuban nation itself, as a mili­
tary base for Soviet expansion. 

The event that sealed the contract for this 
development was the moment of America's 
defeat in Vietnam in April 1975. This defeat 
resulted in America 's effective withdrawal 
from the crucial role it had played since 
1945 , as the guardian of the international 
status quo and the keeper of its peace. 

To the Soviet imperialists , America's 
loss was an opportunity gained . In 1975 the 
Kremlin began what would soon be a ten­
fo ld increase in the aid it had been providing 
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to Cuba. Most of it was military aid. To­
ward the end of the year, 36,000 Cuban 
troops surfaced in Africa , as an interven­
tionary force in Angola's civil war. Soviet 
aid to Cuba tripled and then quintupled as 
Castro sent another 12,000 Cuban troops to 
provide a palace guard for Ethiopia's new 
dictator, Mengistu Haile Mariam, who had 
thrown himself into the Soviet embrace with 
a campaign which he officially called his 
" Red Terror." A year after his henchmen 
had murdered virtually the entire graduating 
classes of the high schools of Addis Ababa 
- merely the most poignant of Mengistu's 
100,000 victims - Fidel presented him 
with a Bay of Pigs medal , Cuban social­
ism's highest award. 

Ethiopia's dictator is only one of the in­
ternational heroes who regularly pass 
through the Cuban base to be celebrated, 
trained and integrated into a network of 
subversion and terror that has come to span 
every continent of the globe. And in the 
Sandinista revolution , Fidel's colonial 
plantation has produced its most profitable 
return: an opportunity for Moscow to ex­
pand its investment to the American land 
mass itself. 

Nicaragua is now in the grip of utterly 
cynical and utterly ruthless men, exceeding 
even their sponsors in aggressive hostility to 
the United States. The Soviets may be the 
covert patrons of the world's terrorist 
plague, but not even they have had the 
temerity to embrace publicly the assassin 
Khadaffi as a "brother" the way the Sandi­
nistas have. The aim of the Sandinista revo­
lution is to crush its society from top to 
bottom, to institute totalitarian rule, and to 
use the country as a base to spread commu­
nist terror and communist regimes through­
out the hemisphere. 

The Sandinista anthem, which proclaims 
the Yankee to be the "enemy of mankind," 
expresses precisely the revolutionaries ' 
sentiment and goal. That goal is hardly to 
create a more just society - the sordid 
record would dissuade any reformer from 
choosing the communist path - but to de­
stroy the societies still outside the totalita­
rian perimeter, and their chief protector, the 
United States. 

Support for the contras is a first line of 
defense. For Nicaraguans, a contra victory 
would mean the restoration of the democrat­
ic leadership from whom the Sandinistas 
stole the revolution in the first place, the 
government that Nicaragua would have had 
if Cuba had not intervened. For the coun­
tries of the Americas, it would mean a halt 
in the communist march that threatens their 
freedoms and their peace. 

As for my former comrades and succes­
sors of the Left- the so-called peace move­
ment which condemns Reagan's Central 
America policy and lauds the Sandinista 
government and the Marxist guerrillas in El 
Salvador: They are self-righteous and blind 
in their belief that they are part of a move­
ment to advance human progress and liber­
ate mankind . They are in fact in league with 
the darkest and most reactionary forces of 
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the modem world, whose legacies - as the 
record attests - are atrocities and oppres­
sions on a scale unknown in the human past. 
It is no accident that radicals in power have 
slaughtered so many of their own people. 
Hatred of self, and by extension one's coun­
try, is the root of the radical cause. 

As American radicals, the most egre­
gious sin committed is to betray the privi­
leges and freedoms ordinary people from all 
over the world have created in this country 
- privileges and freedoms that ordinary 
people all over the world would feel blessed 
to have themselves. But the worst of it is 
this: they would betray all this tangible good 
that they can see around them for a socialist 
pie-in-the-sky that has meant horrible 
deaths and miserable lives for the hundreds 
of millions who have so far fallen under its 
sway.~ 
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BLITZ: 5Va" closed, 13V4'' 
open, 5V2 oz. 
SIPO: 6" closed, 16" 
open, 10 oz. 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

BLITZ: s 1 0 9Ptus 2.00 

palm sized 
with 

Includes 
pocket 
clip & 
hand 
strap 

SIPO: s 19 9Ptu;~'.~~1~~1PPING ... , --
TO ORDER: Send check or money order to -

INCD ~f~~~~~~~;~ 
P.O. Box 3111 Dept. SOF B(1) 
Burbank, CA 91504 

WEAR A 
DIFFERENT 
HELMET 
BECOME A PRO DIVER 
•Underwater 

Cutting and 
Welding 

•Salvage 

•Offshore Oil 

l\,cr1..>0·1t .. '(1 ~·noo1 

Nmonal As'>OClithOn o! 
f dQe and 1 echruc;il 

An elfliJlbte lnatttullon for student loans & granta. 
(Loceted In the Port of Philadelphia) 

Call for Comple te Course Catalog 

DIVERS ACADEMY 
OF THE EASTERN SEABOARD, INC. 

2500 So. Broadway •Camden, N.J. 08104 
Call 1-800-238-DIVE N.J. (609) 966-1871 

NAME - - ----- - ----­

AODRESS 

CITY 

PHONE 

---- ST - - - ZIP - - -
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"STRONGEST HOLLOW HANDLE 
KNIVES MADE" BY CHRIS REEVES 

CONSTRUCTED FROM A SOLID D2 STEEL BAR 

7" HOLLOWGROUND RC 57 /58 

MARK IV /CAPRIVI - $199.95 
"Used by South African Defense Forces " 

CATALOG $1.00 
12 DIFFERENT MODELS 

VISA I MC 

l Knurled Handle 

Duraluminum Cap I 
REEVE/AMH 

6433 FREDERICK ROAD 
BALTIMORE, MD 21228 

(301) 788-5522 

NEW 6 FT. TAKE ·DOWN BLOWGUN 
SURVIVAL WEAPON SILENT POWERFUL 

60-DAY MONEY DEALER 
BACK GUARANTEE NEW SAFETY MOUTHPIECE INQUIRIES WELCOME 

----------11- • Plastic' 
Bore-Lock Cone Darts Beaded Darts Broadhead Tips 

IMMED. 

$10.00 per 100 $3.50per100 $10.00 per 100 

Sell ing for $50.00 

(5 free with gun) 

~ 

You get combined: 
2' Blowgun 

IDEAL 3'h' Blowgun 
GIFT 4Vi' Blowgun 

6' Blowgun 
Don't be fooled by ---------
other ' s low prices. All for $24.98 
This is the finest plus 125 free darts 

Blowgun on the market plus carrying tube 

~ .. 

The NEW 4-in-1 Yaqua 6' Take-Down Blowgun combined. Through 
modern engineering comes the first blowgun of its kind! Super Speed! 
Low Friction! Dart flies out of chamber as never before. Great for hunters, 
backpackers, hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Has range up to 
200 ft. Can pierce V2 '" wood. NOT A TOY , dart is spring steel . Clever kit 
lets you adjust dart for large garhe or small. Kills varmits. Caliber is .40 .. 
Safety mouthpiece is rubber of patented design . Material is camouflaged 
aluminum. Comes in its own carrying tube. Complete with 125 dart kit. 
$24.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling . Buy 3 guns , get 500 darts FREE. 
Order by mail from : (PROHIBITED IN CALIFORNIA) 

' ~-
Free with each 

Blowgun 
100 Bead Darts 

& 
25 Cone Heads 

Midwest Sport Distributors, Inc. 
Lucky St., Box 129F, Fayette, Mo. 65248 

FR~~t~Cf~age VISA, M. C., AM. EXP.8 C.O.D. 
with order TOll FREE 24 HRS.· ORDERS ONl y 

1·800·248·5128or-1·800·227·1617 ext. 601 
Dealers bu 12 units for only $165 lus posta e 

tlle INTIMIDATOR ~~~:~~ ~~~[n 
NON-LETHAL STUNS 

AND 
IMMOBILIZES 

VISUALLY INTIMIDATING HIGH INTENSITY DISCHARGE AFFECTIVE 
UP1020' ON MOST ATTACKERS.JACKFORRECHARGING,SAFETY 
SWITCH, AND ALL NECESSARY LABELING. 

SEND$99.50 
To AMAZING CONCEPTS, DEPT. SOF 

BOX 716, AMHERST, NH 03031 
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was far more important than territorial gain. 
In the first five months of 1944, XV Corps 
had not only won the Battle of the Box, but 
had virtually wiped out the crack Japanese 
55th Div ., which during the campaign lost 
9 ,628 men and was never again capable of 
fighting a coherent action. 

The Japanese 54th Div . was no more 
successful in the final campaign than had 
been 55th Div . Rangoon fell to a seaborne 
invasion by 26th Indian Div . on 3 May 
1945. Prior to this , XV Corps , 26th and 
25th Divs., and the 82nd West African Div. 
had cleared the west coast of Burma as far as 
Taungup , by which time the Japanese 54th 
Div . had virtually ceased to exist. 

There can be no doubt that the war in 
Burma hinged on those days between 4-24 
February 1944. Until then the Japanese had 
never lost a battle . From then on they never 
registered even a minor local victory . ~ 

OPERATION 
APACHE SNOW 
Continued from page 77 

Still, their hold on the mountain was 
hardly final. North Vietnamese were dug in 
all over the top , and as Charlie Company 
attempted to move forward from the edge of 
the mountain , they were pinned down by 
sniper fire coming from their left flank . 

In the meantime , Alpha Company had 
run into a buzzsaw just below the crest of the 
mountain. North Vietnamese were swarm­
ing in the area: fighting from bunkers, from 
behind rocks, fallen trees , spider holes and 
shell craters. Alpha paid for every foot of 
advance with more and more wounded . 
When at one ·point the enemy stopped the 
company's advance, Specialist 4th Class 
Johnny Jackson , a machine gunner , 
grabbed his M60 and ran right through the 
enemy position , firing from the hip , 
spraying bullets in all directions. It was a 
suicidal move but unbelievably Jackson 
"Wasn't hit. On the crest of the mountain , he 
stuck the barrel of the M60 in the firing 
aperture of a bunker and blasted the NV A 
inside. The rest of his squad followed after 
him and together they topped the mountain. 

By 1246 hours both Alpha and Charlie 
companies had linked up on top of the 
mountain and started their sweep. They 
moved through a surreal landscape of gaunt, 
jagged tree trunks and churned-up mud. 
Only a few trees remained standing, their 
limbs stripped of leaves and festooned with 
pieces of flesh and parts of bodies . Enemy 
dead were everywhere and the air was thick 
with the gagging smell of rotting corpses, 
cordite, excrement and tree sap. 

Overhead in his observation helicopter, 
Honeycutt saw groups of North Vietnamese 
soldiers running in all directions off the 
mountain, though most were heading into 
the draw that led toward Laos. It was like 
watching rats escaping from a sinking ship, 
Honeycutt thought , as he called in volley 
after volley of art illery fire on the retreating 
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The public's window on international 
defense technology and state-of-the-art 

weapons and systems is 
COMBAT WEAPONS. 

You don't want to miss: 

HARDWARE TEST & EVALUATION 
• Spectre SMG 
• South Africa's G6 
• FAMAS Assault Rifle 

CONTROVERSY 
• Sgt. York!DIVAD 
• Bradley Fighting Vehicle 
• AM-General Hummer 
• F-20 Tigershark 

SPECIAL REPORTS 
•Man Against Tank 
• Airland Battle 
•The Big Guns! 

INTEL-INTERNATIONAL 
• Soviet Chem War 
•Iraq Offensive 
• Thailand's New AR 
• Advanced Combat Rifle Program 

,------------------~-------

This and much more can be 
yours - delivered right to your 
mailbox - with this Special 
Introductory Offer. For only 
$14.99 we'll send you 6 issues 
of COMBAT WEAPONS. It's 

I 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

COMBAT WEAPONS INTRODUCTORY OFFER 

6 ISSUES FOR $14.99 

easy, just fill out the coupon 
and your first copy will be on 
its way to you. So, don't delay 
- send the coupon in today! 
Hurry! 

CITY: ____________ STATE: __ ZIP: ___ _ 

D PAYMENT ENCLOSED 
(MUST ACCOMPANY ORDER) 

D VISA 0 MASTERCARD 
THE NEXT ISSUE OF I 
COMBAT WEAPONS ON I # _________ _ 

SALE DECEMBER 9, 1986 II Exp. Date ________ _ 
Signature 

I 
I 

MAIL TO: 

SOF's Combat Weapons 

P.O. Box 401 

Mt. Morris, IL 61054 

AACWF7 

(Offer good In U.S. only.) Please allow 6-8 weeks for 
your first copy to be malled. Offer expires 6/87. 



~< .625 MAGNUM™ )::::ai--=-~ 

" BOBBIE LEA" 
We have commissioned inlernatlonally famous glamour artist. Terry 
Twigg, to creale this beautiful portrait. We offer 18 x 24 inch lull color 

J.R. STUPERO 
Box 700 - Dept. F-1 

Mayer, AZ. 86333 

(602) 632-9501 
24 Hours 

To Order or for 
/" Free Brochure 

~'l>i. 
0

"'" • and Dealer 
Information 

Our blowgun has a .625 l.D. Constructed ol tempered rustproof 
metal, ii has a durable black finish. It weighs about half a pound and is 
very strong - a weapon in itself. Our blowguns come in 4 models - 2 It. 
- 3 ft. • 4 ft. and a 4 h. take down model. We also have a flared 2 11. 
ex1ension you may add to any of our blowguns !or additional length. 

Our dar1S are mold injected and are ready lo use, not kits. Our 
broadheads are steer. not plastic, like olher companies oiler. 

Our dart clip slides on lo lhe blowgun easily and each one is 
designed 10 hold 12 dar1s. Our mouthpieces are curved 10 lit the mouth 
and are Ila! on top and botlom for men with mus1aches and beards. 

When a rubber tip is placed on the end it becomes an excellent 
hiking stick, cane, club or rirte rest. 

The bayonet spear is round and slides over the end ol the bk;wgun. It 
has a screw clamp lo hold it securely. Darts can b& shot wilh the bayonet 
in posil ion. Our blowgun also accomodates 62 caliber paint pellets for war 
games. 

Each blowgun comes with 24 all purpose steel shafted darts, 6 steel 
tipped broadhead darts, 6 stun darts, 1 dart clip and rubber tip . . . 2 
Ft. Model $25.50, 3 Ft. MOdel $27.50, 4 Fl. Model $29.50, 4 Fl. Take 
Down Model $31.50. 

~A~~~ ~~~~~~:~~9e~r~~~ autographed by the model. :~c;~:Zep~~c:: ~ 3.50 doz. • Slun darts ... 5.00 doz. • Broadhead 
earliest orders receive lowest numbers . . ............... $10.00 Darts ... 6.00 doz. • Velcro darts ... 6.00 doz. • Dart clip ... 2.00 • Bayonet 

Unnumbered prints aulographed by the model .............. $7.50 ... 17.50 • Wrist Strap ... 3.00 • Sling ... 9.00 • Center Grip ... 5.00 • 
Numbered - No autograph. . . .... $7.50 Decorative Accessories ... 9.00 • Velcro Targel & 1 doz. darts ... 15.00 • 
Unnumbered - No autograph . . .... $5.00 2 Ft. Flared Extension ... 7.00 • Paint pellets ... 2 doz./6.00 · 

Add $2.50 shipping and handling on all orders. Mastercard & VISA accepted. 

for Ruger 10/22 

I 
F 

E 

A Zytel Folding Stock w/Handguard $G
7 95 by Choate Machine & Tool · 

A- 7101 - Folding Stock w/handguard for Ruger 10/22 by C.M. & T . . $67.95 
7127 - Pistol Grip Stock w/handguard (non folding) ........... 44.95 

B - Armson O,E,G. One eye sees a red dot while the other eye views the target 
area. Your brain superimposes the dot on the target. Ideal for moving or 
multiple targets, 
22DOS - Daylight Only Sight w/mount for ,22's .. , ...... . . $82.95 

. 113.90 

. $27.95 

. .16.95 

.$15,95 

. $12,95 

.$14.95 

22D/N - Day & Night Sight w/mount for .22's (self-luminous) . 
C -7135 - 50 Rot,md Compact magazine for 10/22 by Ramline 

7133 - 30 Round Compact magazine . .. .. . ... . , ...... . 
D - 7130 - Rifle Light Mount by C.M.&T. (flashlight not included). 
E-7141-Mini-MagLite ... . .. . 
F - 7100 · Slip-On Flash Suppressor ..... . , ............. . 

Rap id fire you r 10/22 ! 

11201 - BMF A ctivator 

, 
.. ".'''' ....... $ 19 .95 

11202 . Clamp On B ipod ..... . . . $ 12 .00 
T his durab le, fiberglass-f ill ed plastic bipod 
clamps to the barrel by spring tension or 

locks closed for carry. 

7 120 . Magazine Kwik Release makes maga zine 
changes fast & easy.(fo r 10/ 22) ... . . . . $3.95 

R4004 · Factory Scope Base for 10/22 .. $6 .95 
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L .L '8~ (fe. 
P.O. BOX 1995, Dept. SF1 
EL DORADO, AR 71731 
(501) 863-5659 in Ark. 

CALL TOLL FREE 

1 ·800-643-1564 rn '. VISA I .~ 

send $2.00 for catalog 

enemy. 
Again the draw became a scene of slaugh­

ter, but this time it was complete. Bravo 
Company, l/506th had fi nally set up a 
blocking position across the draw and the 
retreating NV A, in an attempt to avoid the 
artillery fire , ran right into a wall of rifle and 
machine-gun fire and was stopped cold . 

The NV A quickly regrouped, pounded 
Bravo's line with RPGs and then once again 
tried to punch through , but were again 
beaten back. In the end, only a few enemy 
soldiers would make it out of the draw alive. 

About 1215, Alpha Company, 2/506th 
also topped the mountain and quickly linked 
up with Charlie Company and an element of 
the ARYN battalion. The encirclement was 
now nearly complete - all that was left was 
the mopping up, which would take the rest 
of the afternoon. 

The hardest part of the fighting was over. 
There is no exact figure on North Viet­
namese casualties during the battle. There 
were 630 enemy dead left on or around 
Dong Ap Bia, but there is no telling how 
many enemy soldiers were wounded or 
killed and carried into Laos. Some in 3rd 
Brigade intelligence believed that there may 
have been as many as 2,000 NV A soldiers 
entrenched on Dong Ap Bia at the height of 
the fighting and that I ,500 of them were 
likely casualties. American casualties stood 
at 56 killed and 420 wounded. 

Although the l/506th would continue 
mopping up the area around Dong Ap Bia 
for the next IO days, the battle was over for 
the 3/ 187th. Behind them the Rakkasans left 
a meat-grinder battle and a scarred, blasted 
mountain that they had once called Dong Ap 
Bia, but now referred to simply as Hambur­
ger Hill. ~ 

BULLETIN BOARD 
Continued from page 10 

K AMPALA'S PLO 
OFFICE REOPENS,, , 

The Palestine Liberation 
Organization was ignominiously 
kicked out of Uganda when !di Amin 
was overthrown in 1979. As a sign 
of the times in that tortured African 
nation, a Radio Uganda broadcast 
recently revealed that the PLO office 
in Kampala is reopening. And the 
Arab terrorist organization apparently 
will have close relations with 
Uganda's President Yoweri 
Museveni, who personally made the 
announcement following a series of 
meetings in the African capital with a 
PLO delegation. 

The PLO formerly served Amin as 
an ex officio Praetorian Guard and 
special intelligence agency. In return, 
the gang of outlaws and murderers 
was allowed to use Uganda as a 
secure base of operations in East 
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Africa. Hundreds of PLO troops 
fought alongside Amin's forces in 
their unsuccessful effort to defeat an 
army of Ugandan exiles led by 
former president Milton Obote and 
backed by Tanzania. 

Museveni, a former Amin follower 
who led a successful coup early this 
year, apparently wants to make an 
agreement with the PLO similar to 
that made under the Amin regime. 

AIN'T THAT 
J"I. TOOOO BAD? ... 

Nicaragua's President Daniel 
Ortega's 10 July letter to Hanoi 
expressing his sympathy in the death 
of Le Duan, secretary general of the 
Vietnamese Communist Party, was 
conveyed by one of Ortega's press 
officials, Maribel de Rosas. The 
transmission, monitored at 0300 
GMT 11 July, said among other 
things that "all the international 
revolutionary movements have lost 
one of the historical . . . builders of 
national liberation and of economic 
and social progress in Southeast 
Asia, and one of the foremost 
strugglers· for peace and solidarity 
among peoples." Ortega's Jetter, 
which said Nica~agua's flags would 
be lowered to half-mast for three 
days, also lauded Le Duan for his 
"struggle . . . to make an 
independent and more beautiful 
Vietnam. " 

Beauty in this case is definitely in 
the eye of the beholder. And if you 
think the communist governments of 
Vietnam, Cuba and Nicaragua act 
independently of their Kremlin 
comrades, we have some political 
philosophy we'd like to sell you just 
west of San Francisco Bay. 

AUSSIE 
EXPIRES ... 

Martin Donnelly, a veteran of the 
Australian Special Air Service, died 
28 February 1986, after a lingering 
illness resulting from wounds he 
received assisting Karen freedom 
fighters in their independence 
struggle against Burma's socialist 
government (see SOF, February 
1986, Bulletin Board, "Karen 
Update" ). Donnelly and a 
Frenchman, Jean Philippe Maurice 
Clerq, were aboard a Karen boat in 
the Moei River when it was hit by 
Burmese mortar fire. Clerq died in 
the attack. Donnelly suffered severe 
wounds which led to hepatitus A, 
ultimately resulting in peritonitis, 
kidney failure and death. ~ 
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GENUINE AMERICAN 
MADE ZIPPER 

COMBAT BOOT 
R 5-14 W 5 112 -14 $55.00 

1 O in. Side Zipper. Cap toe 
COMBAT BOOT in Black 
finish Elk leather. Made 

over the genuine Munson 
last. Full COMFORTABLE 

CUSHION INSOLE. steel 
shank. heavy leather mid· 
sole. rolled edge. military 

beveled jump heel. 
Heavy cloth lace. 

Genuine Goodyear 
Welt. 

MASTER CHARGE. VISA. COO's accepted. 
Send for our free 9 page price list of other 
government surplus including camouflague 
fatigues. 

Valley Surplus 
Box 346-S 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 

ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE. PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS .. INSURED. 

ORDER YOUR 1987 
TIGRESSE CALENDAR 

COLLECTOR'S EDITION 
NOW! 

13 Sizzling Photos 

24 PACE 
FULL COLOR 

1987 Calendar 
FULLY GUARANTEED• MUST BE 18 YEARS 

------------------MAIL TO: TIGRESSE PUBLICATIONS INC. 
P.O. BOX 1600, BEVERLY HILLS CA. 90213· 1600 

RUSH ME ----CALENDARS @'7.9S EA. 

S---­

NAME 

ENCLOSED D CHECK M/0 D 

ADDRESS/APT. --------­

CITY STATE ---

ZIP SIGNATURE------
WE PAY POSTAGE, HANDLING & TAX 

NEW FROM SOF EXCHANGE 

#7053 SOF Death to Tyrants 
Cap Badge. Perfect on our 
field cap or beret. $5.95 

#7051 Official SOF 
Regiment Tie. Now you can 
wear the famous beret and 
daggers to those more formal 
occasions. $12.00 

#7054 SOF Garland 
Ballpoint Pen. Matte black 
pen with SOLDI ER OF 
FORTUNE engraved on the 
pen. $14.95 

M;oJJ to: SOF EXCHANGE, Dept. 1187, llox 687, Boulder CO 80306 

ITEM # DESCRIP. COLOR QTY. SIZE PRICE D VISA D MASJERCARD 

Can! # ____ _ 

Exp. _ ____ _ 

We accept telephone: order. on MasterCard & VISA - call ua at (303) 
449-3750. Sony, no collect call• accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE $1. 75 FOR p-& Handling 

THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED - INCLUDE 75¢ FOR EACH ADDITIONAL 
ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas orders add 30%. PLEASE 3.63 SaJeo Tax (CO""'·) 

ALLOW 4·6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 

NAME----------------------------

ADDRESS--------------------------~ 

CITY ____________________ sTATE __ z1p __ _ 
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'* Nationally Accredited '* 
• Approved by US Office of Education 
• Student Financial Aid Programs 
• International Placement Center 
• Veterans Benefits 

Institute of Security and Technology 
Since 1974 

Soulheul Regional Academy Northnsl Regional Academy 
11 20 NW 1591h Dr . Mram1 Fl 33169 319 S 691h SI . Upper Darby. PA 10082 

(3051 625·8888 12151 352-6100 
Mldw111 Regional Academy 

3310 McRoberls Rd . Prllsburgh. PA 15234 
(4 12) 884-7600 

CALL OR WRITE 

UNIVERSAL MILITARY OUTFITTERS 
BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER 

SUPER SAVINGS 
* FREE SHIPPING ANYWHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. * 
* FREE SHOULDER BAG WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $75.00 * 

G.I. MA· 1 FLIGHT JACKET $ 45.00 
OD,CAMO.BLUE,BLACK XS·XL 

G.I. A·2 DECK JACKET OD 45.00 
S·XL 

G.I. N2B FLIGHT PARKA 85.00 
SUB·ZERO S·XL 

U.S. FLIGHT VEST (LIKE MA-1 W/0 SLEEVES) 36.00 
OD.BLUE,CAMO.BLACK XS-XL 

G.I. PONCHO LINER, CAMO 22.00 

T-SHIRT S/S CAMO 2/10.00 
S·XL 

G.I. WOODLAND BDU SHIRT 25.00 
XS-XL STATE LENGTH 

G.I. WOODLAND BDU PANTS 25 .00 
XS-XL STATE LENGTH 

WOODLAND SH (SHIRT & PANTS) 45.00 

G.I. JUNIORS SIZES 4-16 

CAMO 6 POC PANTS w/drawstring 

CAMO 4 POC SHIRT 

T-SHIRT 

BOMBER JACKET 

M-65 STYLE JACKET 

ADJ USTASLE HAT 

15.00 

15.00 

2/9 .00 

20 .00 

35 .00 

5.00 

G.I. M-65 FIELD JACKET 
OD,CAMO,BLACK XS-XL 

G. I. LINER FOR M-65 
XS-XL 

G.I. N3B FLIGHT PARKA 
SUB-ZERO XS-XL 

G.I. BLACK COMMANDO SWEATER 
STATE CHEST SIZE 

G.I. SLEEPING BAG 

G.I. JUNGLE HAT - OD & CAMO 
67/e - 73/4 

G.I. OD RIPSTOP SHIRT 
XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

G.I. OD RIPSTOP PANTS 
XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

OD RIPSTOP SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

CAMO TUBE SOX 
1 SIZE FITS ALL 

D3A GLOVE w/insert 
S-M-L 

G.I. PLASTIC CANTEEN w/cover 
CANTEEN - OD or BLACK 
COVER - OD.BLACK or CAMO 

VISA & MC ACCEPTED 
min. order $10.00 

$ 52.00 

15.75 

120 .00 

40.00 

85.00 

10.00 

25 .00 

25.00 

47 .00 

3/10.00 

14.50 

5.00 

FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 
WRITE: U.M.O. 

6221 6th AVE 
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11220 

FOR ORDERS - CALL: 1-800-521-2124 
IN N.V. 718 439-6161 

SELOUS 
SCOUTS 

Top Secret War by Lt. Col. Ron Reid Daly. 
This book describes the role of this famous 
unit in Rhodesia's war against terrorism. 
432 pages with over 40 pages of color and 
b&w photos and drawings. Hardcover. Item 
#8001 $25.00 plus $1.75 p&h. 
Send orders to: SOF EXCHANGE 

P.O. Box687 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

Phone orders for VISA or MASTERCARD only (303) 449-3750 
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Lt.Col. Ron Reid Daly 
as told to Peter Stiff 

FLAK 
Continued from page 6 

EXTRA ROUNDS OR 
EXTRA POWER ... 

Sirs: 
Regarding Harry Claflin's article 

on high capacity automatics in the 
September '86 Combat 
Weaponcraft. I have watched 
proponents of large caliber, heavy 
bullet weapons fall by the wayside 
one by one - it seems Claflin has 
become the most recent defector. 

Anytime you are faced with an 
enemy who vastly outnumbers and 
outguns you, withdrawal is the only 
tactic likely to ensure survival. In the 
incident Claflin relates concerning his 
friend in El Salvador, I don' t see 
where high capacity 9mm offered 
any real advantage. Under those 
circumstances, the ballistic 
superiority of the large caliber round 
becomes even more significant. I 
don't believe it would have been 
necessary for his friend to shoot any 
of his attackers three times with a 
.45. Even if he gave each of the first 
two a couple of rounds apiece, h.e 
would have had four left for the 
third assailant. As the only shots that 
count in a firefight are the ones that 
hit, accurate shooting with the 
remaining four rounds should have 
dispatched the last bad guy with 
more certainty than spraying the car 
with your 20-round maga2ine. 

As a police officer with nine years 
experience, I fully appreciate any 
advantages my equipment can give 
me. In the instances where a 
handgun must be employed, I prefer 
to rely on accurate shooting with a 
large caliber round. Experience has 
shown again and again that this 
combination wins when it counts the 
most. 

Bruce VanBuskirk 
Indianapolis, Indiana 

Harry Claflin sounds like a 9mm 
salesman. His reasons for using a 
9mm over a .45 are full of crap. The 
.45 was used for nearly a century, 
not because of its extra firepower, 
but the knockdown power. The 
larger the bore, the greater the 
shock, the quicker the death. If you 
need extra rounds try the Desert 
Eagle .357 10 rounder. With a 
multiple projectile that would be 30 
shots. 

Frank Lilley (USN Ret.) 
South Point, Ohio 

The battle between the 
proponents of .45 cal. versus those 
of 9mm will go on as long as there 
are weapons to fire them. We 
welcome all debate on the issue. ~ 
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DON'T BECOME A VICTIM . .. 

BARRY 
SADLER'S 

SYSTEM OF 

SELF-DEFENSE 

•INVEST IN YOUR PERSONAL SAFETY 
At last, an easy-to-learn, easy-to-use self-study program designed for everyone- men , women and children 
- regardless of strength or physical prowess! 

• PROVEN METHODS 
" . .. Trained in combat, hand to hand ... " Even before Staff Sergeant Barry Sadler, United States Army 
Special Forces, wrote those words in his famous " Ballad of the Green Berets " twenty years ago, Sadler had 
already been an avid student of the martial arts for ten arduous years . Sadler's thirty years of martial arts 
experience, including black belts in three disciplines and scores of' ' hands-on'' encounters around the world, 
have been selectively distilled to produce this unique , proven self-study system of self-defense. 

• THE ONLY ONE YOU'LL EVER NEED 
Sadler' s complete self-study course is con­
tained on one video cassette , including: 

• 17 easy-to-learn lessons 
• Special forces exercise workout segment 

designed to keep you fighting trim 
• Specific defense techniques against guns , 

knives , clubs, chains and other impro­
vised weapons 

•Nothing more to buy! 
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,-----------------
Rush me Barry Sadler's System of Self-Defense Video Cassette 

I today at the introductory price of $49.95 postage paid! 

I D Check/Money Order Enclosed (Payable to: Soldier of Fortune) 

I Charge to my credit card account: 

I 
I 
I 

D Visa# ____________ Exp. Date __ _ 

D MasterCard# __________ Exp. Date __ _ 

I Signature---------------------
! Name ___________________ _ 

Address-------------------- -! I City ----------- State ___ Zip _ _ __ _ 
(Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery.) I Mail to: SOF Exchange, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Or call: (303) 449-3750. (Sorry no collect calls.) 

SOLDll!R OF FORTUNI! 115 
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• RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE 
Original style and pallern as teatured on cover ol 
S.O.F. May 1986 

• SOUTH AFRICAN TERRITORIAL CAMO 
Night pallern. Grey and Black 

•RUGGED• FULLYREINFORCED.COMBATCAMO 
D FIELD JACKET-4 pockets. fully lined. epulleltes, draw 
strings. heavy duty zipper (South African jacket is hooded) 
D PANTS<; pockets. waist adjusters. belt loops 
D SHORT&4 pockets. waist adjusters. belt loops 
D SHIRT-2 pockets. long sleeves 
D T-SHIRT-short sleeves. 100% collon 
D BUSH HAT-lined. Boonie style. broad rim 
ALL GARMETS AVAILABE IN SIZES S,M ,L,XL 

RHODESIAN SIZEIOTY PRICE EA. TOTAL 
F JACKET 7995 

i'-PANTS <!995 
SHOATS 3595 ,;~h SHIRT 3995 
T-SHIRT 995 --

· t~ -BUSH HAT 1495 
-

~r 
S. AFRICAN 

F JACl<ET ._ 7995 --- .,. u~ 
PANTS 4995 f .,, . 

SHORTS ;: =jl SHIRT 

T-SHIRT 

BUSH HAT 1495 - .... jj~ ' ' 

SUB TOTAL ' , ·~·~I 
SHIPPING & HANDLING ~ ' I. ' 

CA RESIDENTS ADO 65% SALES TAX~ 
TOTAL~ 

D CHECK OR MIO D BILL MY 
ENCLOSED 0 VISA 

~ 
(U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 0 MASTERCARD 

.,J~· NAME 
. • .,- ; A D DRESS D' CITY'STATE"'P 

EXP . 1 CARD# --
.,. SIG. 

Mii CORP. DEPT. A 
P.O. BOX 480329 LOS ANGELES, CA 90048 

PHONE #1 -213-933-5924 

SPECTACULAR 
COLLECTOR'S ITEM!!! 

FULL COLOR 
1987 

FEMALE 
COMMANDOS 

CALENDAR 

W ITH INDIV IDUAL MONTHLY 
POSTERS AVAILABLE' 

CALENDAR'S PRICED AT ONLY $9.95 EA.! 
INDIVIDUAL POSTERS PRICED AT 

ONLY $5.95 EA.! 

Send Money Order Only To: 
LC.S. 

clo Sgt . R. Sandy Debski 
1 865 Bernice Rd., Suite 3 

Lansing, IL 604 38 
Retail Quantity Discounts Available 

TO ORDER BY PHONE CALL: 

312-474-4544 
Add ffi2.DO postage and handling fee per item. 
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NUMBAH ONE T-SHIRTS 
"NO LIE GI" 

T6 

SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS 

1105 N. Main St. Suite 2A No. 2 
Gainesville, FL 32601 

We Carry Many VIETNAM T-Shirts 
Send $2 lor Catalog [lree with purchasej 

Offering 
My New Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combot Finish 

8" 

~"° c 
Blade with 
Sow Teeth 
That Work! 
13" overall 
length. . 
All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath. 

~KNIVES 
CUSTOM HANDMADE KNIVES 

by Robert Parrish 

Only 

$22500 

1922 Sportanb~h~!(io~j~~;;u1 •. NC 28739 

Send SASE for more information 

MOVING? 
.... 

PLACE LABEL HERE 

f'llR / M S 

Street Apt. ,,o. 

City I Sta te I Zip 

Mail it to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, 
P.O. Box 348, Mt. Morris. IL 61054 

RHODESIAN 
COLLECTION 

#8001 - SELOUS SCOUTS: TOP 
SECRET WAR by Ron Reid-Daly. 
$25.00 
#8019 -THE ELITE: STORY OF 
THE RHODESIAN SAS by Barbara 
Cole. $25.00 
# 9001 - RHODESIAN CAMPAIGN 
PLAQUES (6). Limited supplies left. 
$30.00 
#9002 - SELOUS SCOUTS 
COLLECTOR'S KIT. Contains 
original issue of Selous Scouts 
T-shirt, beret, badge and stable belt 
with letter of authenticity. T-shirt and 
beret available only in size small. 
Limited supplies left. $100.00 
#9003 - RHODESIAN ARMY: BE A 
MAN AMONG MEN T-SHIRT. S, M, 
L, XL. $9.00 or FREE with order of all 
four items above. 

Include $1.75 pe r item ordered for shipp ing 
and ha ndling. S end c h eck, m o n ey order, 
VISA o r MasterC a rd to: 

SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. Box 687, Dept. RC 

Boulder, CO 80306 

NEW! 
BULLET LIGHTER 

FEATURES: 
(1) REFILLABLE BUTANE 
(2) SOLID BRASS 
(3) SAME SIZE AS "308" 
(4) REPLACEABLE FLINT 
(5) ADJUSTABLE FLAME 
(6) RING FOR KEY CHAIN 

AMAZE 
YOUR FRIENDS 

WHAT A 
GIFT ITEM!!!! 

FOR THE PERSON 
WHO THOUGHT 

THEY HAD 
EVERYTHING 

YOUR COST $9.95 
INCLUDES SHIPPING PLUS A 198 6 

CATALOGUE ANYWHERE IN THE U.S.A. 

PHONE: (616) 754-6694 

Great Lakes Distributing 
600 W. Orange 

Greenville, Ml 48838 
VISA I MASTER CARD ACCEPTED 

C.O.D. CHARGES $2.00 
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BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum , .9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds "Threat Level 
II-A" tested in accordance with the NILECJ­
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt . 

Front & Back Protector .... $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels . . . . . . $27 .50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov­
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MA TIHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc .) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

A 480 paqe, 2112 lb. parts ~atalog, 
listing mifitary, commercial, anti· 
que U.S. and Foreign gun parts. 
The most complete parts listing 
in the world! Used oy govt. agen­
cies and professional gunsmiths. 
Order now, receive $3 certificate 
toward RUrchase of an1, catalog 

item. ~i9~ ppd. 

Numrich.ARMs 
CORP West Hurley, NV 12491 
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FOLDING LIFEKNIFE® 
World's first 
FOLD ING 

hollow handle 
survi val knife! 
3/ 12" stainless 

lock back 
blade. Hollow 

handle 
comains 

medical and 
sur vival ki1 s 

scaled by 
luminous 

liquid 
compass. 

Includes belt 
pouch. 

-... 
•. J-'4..! G 

))JJ : 

Send $29.95 + 3.00 shipping 10: 

LIFEKNIFE 
Box 771 • Santa Monica, CA 90406 
Mo ney Bad: Guarante'' Cali f. Res. Add 6 \/i "!o 

:-~,.REVENGE~ 
'~~~·] .. ·EllJNG .. SI~.} .. R 

,l~~iv~UNJ·~<(.:·~# : , .~~ 
{~. Rl~J. NA . I ·~\ ' 11!·,··.the ~an :·«$59 ~ .. I -~~h~;:r~ 
;~~vai a~tg;c' · \ ~ .. .. . ~· 
J1!ter platfJ.~!95 ·~ _ 
'.~end ' fingel!!'size CREATIVE HORIZONS 
... .._. ·· P.O. BOX !0952 
Sterling Prices Subject PARKVILLE. MD. 21234 
To Change 30!·882-5664 

She's Back, 
The original Bad Bitch, 
Mistress of Mayhem, 

Queen of Battle 

THE GODDESS OF WAR 

FULL COLOR POSTERS 
$5.00 Cash or Money Order 

Additional Copies $2.00 

BOB TROUTT 
R.R. #5 

MT. VERNON, IL 62864 

HANG 
IT ALL ... 

from your belt. Genuine G.I., 
LC-2 individual equipment belt 
puts your gear where you need it ... 
when you need it. 

Made in the USA to strict mili­
tary specifications. These rugged 
1 CJ:J76 nylon belts crre strong enough 
to handle your canteen, ammuni­
tion, or just about any other item you 
need to reach in a hurry. Specify 
colors, sizes and quantities. ------------, Colors: Olive Drab, Black, Tan, B 
Chrome Yellow, and Survival Orange 
Sizes: Medium (30" waist or under) 

Large (over 30" waist) 
(Specify sizes, colors, and quantities below) 

Total number of belts 
___ X $6.50 each $ _ __ _ 
Shipping & Handling 1. 75 
Arkansas residents must 
add 5% sales tax 

Total$ _ __ _ 
Send check or money ordP.r to: 
Outdoor Outfitters Company 
P. 0. Box 9615, Little Rock, Arkansas 722 19 

... ___________ ... 
LEARN 

GUN 
REPAIR 

BE A "GUN PRO" 
-the man other 
men respect when 
it comes to guns. 
Your love of guns 
and shooting can be 
the first step to­
ward an exciting 
career. 
BE YOUR OWN 
GUN EXPERT -
We show you how _ 
to buy and sell guns 
... customize, repair 
and accurize them 

. fit and finish 
stocks. Learn all 
about ballistics . 
black powder ... how 
to import guns. 
We Show You How 

Make Money at 
Home in Spare 
Time 
No 
pre· 
vious 
experi-
ence 
needed 

to Apply for a Federal Firearms License-Bu y 
and sell guns , ammunitior1 and accessories 
while yo u are still a student at North Ameri· 
can. Start making extra c.ash almost immedi­
ately - order guns for others on cost-plus 
basis with no investment. 
First lesson reveal s secret that increases hunting 
accuracy. Your frien ds won't believe their eyes 
when they see how your shooting improves. A 
simple, easy·to·understand c hart included in 
your first lesson gives you new accuracy. 

•
1•800•228•5300/ g~~C6 

CALL ANYTIME- Operators to take your call l4 hours a day. 
7 days a week No cos l No obl1gat1on No salesman will v1s1t 

·,;;;:; _ OR MAIL COUPON TODAY' - -
North American School of Firearms, Dept RSOC6 

I 
925 Oak Street , Scra nton. PA 18508 
Rush me inf orn1a11on telling how I may become a GUN PRO . I No cos!. No ot1liya1ion. No salesman will visi t you . 

I Name Age - I 
Address I 

I City/State/Zip I 
I Phone( ) ~~~~~~~~~~-•----
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G Terrorism 
Ci) Violent Assault 

Q Privacy Invasion 
(\)"Bugs" & Telephone Taps 
$ Burglary /Theft-

Home, Car or Business 
$ Natural and Man-Made 

Disasters 

Send for our latest catalog of hard­
to-find, state-of-the-art, security 
and personal protection products. 
Including: hidden safes, laser gunsighrs, bulletproof 
clothing, electronic briefcases, night vision, stun guns, 
rear gas, privacy assurance devices and much more .. . 

SEND s3 ($5 discount 

• ~~,urca~~~~!Jded 
EXECUTIVEPBOTECTJON 
PBODUCTI me. 

1834 First St., Ste 3 
Napa, CA 94559 

For Visa/MC call (707) 253-7142 

GENU INE MA-1 USAF 
FLYER'S JACKET 

$49.98 

Order info.: 
S-M-L-XL-XXL 
regs. and longs 

Black, Camo, 
Sage Green 

We pay the 
shipping in the USA. 

T- Shirts $8.00 ea. 
Order info.: S-M-L-XL 
O 1. Long Distance 

green on khaki 
0 2 . Eternal Soldier 

silver on black 
03. Soldier o f Fortune 

yel. on olive drab 

1111 \\ 1\1.11111 .. 1•11 li.\ ... ll . II Ill 
1111: u111nm.,1Ul\c,111 

llll , U\1 ;1;1-1111111111 \111\llllUI 
Jlll ' lll \"1, IUl!l n 11\ ll\ 

fON!J lJf4tahM ... 

a:;r ~jr'f 
~:::~:.::!' 

.. SWI F I'· Sll .[ .\ T· lll ~, \111 .l ,. 

Texas Outfitters 
166 Hwy. 27 East 
Ingram, Texas 78025 
(512) 367-5222 
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The famous C.l.A. 
''Get out of jail free'' card 

An exact reprint of the C .l.A . Covert Opera­
tions l.D . card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E . Asia during the Viet Nam Era . 

. Do not detain or question him! He 1s 
authorized to wear civilian clothing. carry 
unusual personal weapons . pass into res­
tricted areas . requisition equipment of all 
type s . 
" If he is killed . do not remove th i s docu"1ent 
from him' Etc ... printed in three colors' 

SOLD AS A WAR 

RELIC ONLY! 
$5.00 

guaranteed' 

Devil's Brigade 
Box 1625, Dept. A-2 
El Dorado, Ar 71730 

80 page catalog 
$1.00 

(Free with order) 

EXCLUSIVE 
U.S.M.C. SHOOTING JACKET 

CHECK OR MONEY ORDER 
ACCEPTED WITH ORDER 

(818) 3 M&M SURPLUS 
S8-S747 19360 RINALDI ST. 

~ ~ UNIT #204 DEPJ, SF 
~ lliill NORTHRIDGE, CA 91326 

Sll.95 

SECRETS OF MODERN 
KNIFE FIGHTING 
by David Steele 

8'h"x 11 ;· 149 pages , 180 photos. Knife Fighting history, 
techniques . and strategy to insure lhe personal survival of 
Law Enforcement , Military , and Civilian who must : " GO IN 
HARMS WAY." 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
State of the art investigative/surveillance techniques from the 
worlds best inlell1gence organizations. "Possibly the most 
dangerous book ever published;" NBC News states . . 833.00 

$22.95 
THE 
ANARCHIST 
HANDBOOK 
by Robert Wells 

The or iginal . once restricted , now available . 

Sll.95 
MERCENARY'S 
MANUAL 
VO. II 
written by Terry Edwards 
edited by Robert K Brown 

This technical book is the condensation of manuals , books, 
interviews . ARTICLES , and personal experience dealing with 
every aspect of lhe profession and is intended to broaden the 
knowledge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres. 
Paperback , 324 pgs ., 300 photos & drawings. 

11106 MAGNOLIA BLVD .. N. HDLLYWOOO, CA 91601 • ATIN. MARY 
t8181 763-0804 OPEN 7 DAYS 
Prices suo1ect !o change • Catalog S2 00 • Orders paid with mon ey order 
or credll card sen! 1mmed1a!ely , personal check orders he ld 4 weeks 

THE UNDERCOVER KNIFE 
Double-sided 440, surgical steel 

blade, with serrations and non-slip 
handle. Designed for concealment 
and quick kill. 

Black nylon sheath 
with quick, silent 

velcro release. Comes 
with a harness, can be 

worn around the leg, or as 
a shoulder holster. Sheath fits on 
belt so can be worn at the small 
of the back. 
Order this $49.95 value today, for only $22.95 
plus $2.05 postage and handling. 

L. Baker and Sons 
6304 Benjamin Road 
Tampa, Fla. 33615 
Mastercard and Visa include full acct. # and 
expiration date. No C.O.D."s please. 
Our guarantee, if you are not completely 
satisfied, simply return the merchandise, 
unused and we will send a full refund. 

THE HOUND DOG 
Sniffs Out Hidden Transmitters 

Throughtout 1he world today. corporations. professional 
men. and businessmen are spending million annually to in· 
sure privacy in their oil ices and homes where important plans 
and policy making decisions are discussed and formulated . 
The "HO UND DOG" is a wise investmen\ for anyone who has 
reason to be lieve thal an eavesdropping device is now hidden . 
or may be hidden in the future. in either home or oflice. No 
radio transmitler . no matter how well it may havP. been hid­
den. can escape detection by the "HO UND DOG" 

The "HOUND DOG" is an advanced electronic instrument 
designetl for the sole purpose of locating hidden transmitters 
An average size offic·e or room can be thoroughly searched in 
only a maner of minules. The "HO UND DOG " sniffs out any 
transmitters hidden in pictures. walls . desks. chairs. etc., 
regardless ol their operating frequency. 
The " HOUND DOG" is simple to use . Single knob adjust­

rnen! calibrates the meter and any transmitter signal received 
is indicated by the meter movement. By simply sweeping the 
probe past walls. chairs. pictures. desks. etc . the presence 
of any transmilter will cause a rise in lhe meter reading. The 
meter reading will continue to rise as the probe approaches 
the transmitter. 

We believe you will lino the " HOUND DOG" out performs 
most other units selling 101 several times the price. This item 
has been buill since 1962. Each one is backed by a 3-year 
warranty by us . 

Meler Cali bra le 

SIZE 1.6x2.4x8.21NCHES $195.00 
USES A COMMON RADIO BATTERY 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many limes more power1u l than other t ransm~ ters. 

Transmits up to 1/4 mile to any FM radio ·Easy to 
Assem ble K~ · up lo 9V banery (not incl. ) 

' $19.95 
Call 305-725-1000 or send $195.00 + $5.00 shipping 
for Hound Dog and $19.95 and $1.00 shipping for 
FM Transmitter to USI Corp. PO,Box SF-2052, 
Melbourne, FL 32902 COD's OK . For a catalog of 
transmitters, voice scramblers & other specialty items, 
enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 
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EVEN TEMPERAMENT ideal for the family and kids. 
DO NOT CONFUSE the TIMBERSHEPHERD™ with the 
V2 wolf V2 shepherd mix, poorly bred, unpredictable and 
unsuitable as a stable home companion or working dog. 
THE TIMBERSHEPHERD™ is 37.5% TIMBERWOLF/ 
62.5% GERMAN IMPORT SHEPHERQ 4th generation hybrid, 
taking 7 years to produce from North American Gray 

Timberwolves and the Finest German Import Shepherds. 
LONGER LIFE SPAN I KEENER SENSES over the Ger: 
man Shepherd, Rottwieler, or Doberman Pincher. 
OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive, employing 
latest techniques and standards currently in use by the 
U. S. Dept. of Defense Military-Vlbrking Dog Program. 
FULL HEALTH, TEMPERAMENT, HIP GUARANTEES. 
--SHIPPING AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE. --

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES. INC. 
Box 1620 M-1C, Alken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 (24-hoor) 

- SEND $3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCHURE -

Learn the 
SHARPENING SECRETS 

of a Pro! 

THE FIRST COMPLETE BOOK 
EVER PUBLISHED ON SHARPENING 
• Conta ins all-new unpubl ished mater ia l 
• Answers to most asked questions 
• Exp lains the theory o f sharpen ing 
• Step by step sharpening of t he most popular 

edged tools 
• Shows YOU how to do it 
• Send for a free brochure 

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY! 11·~~ 
$12.50 ~ . '.' " 
(add $2.00 shipping/handling) ~ · " 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE • ' •• ....... 

RAZOR EDGE SYSTEMS, INC. 
P.O. BOX 150 DEPT. S-1 
ELY, MN 55731 
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LEGENDARY 
ARMS, INC. 

SAMURAI SWORD 
{Daito) Item # S1. 
Spring Steel Blade 
$34.99 
Small Samurai (Shoto) 
$29.99 

NINJA TO 
Item # 510 
Spring Steel Blade 

;:;f?':: $39.99 ~~-

~ 

CHARLEVILLE 
BAYONET 
Ue m #BS. 

$24.99. 
ORDERING INFORMATION 

LEGEND ARY ARMS INC. 
P.O. Box 20238. Credc~· Square Station P.O. 
New York. N. Y. 10001-9992 1{21215J2-0055 Dept. SOF 
Sena cneck:s or money oraers. New York res1oen1s aod 7% Sates Tax 
Ca1a1091.1e $ 1 00 Sh•cc•ng and handhng add 

J order Utn SIO.U l $20.UI S:.IU.Ol S4U.UI Sh0.0 1 S80.UI 
To1als $ l0.00 to 120 to .S30 10 S~O to .SfiO to .i.')() or v•·cr 

Add $1.iS S2.25 S2.i5 S3 .i .'i S!;.00 Si .00 10~ 

Ma!.terC<1rd. VISA ACCEPTED SATIS,.ACTION GUARANTEED 
.\ l inimum l 'rl°i.lit card u tder .~25.00. OR YOUR MONEY BACK 

JIMMY LILE 
"The 
Arkansas 

knivesforlhe 
movie~ "f irst Blood" 
& 'Ramoo· 

Rt 6 Box 27 Russellville, AR 72801 15()1) 008-2011 

fiEWM~ilt 
BUY FOR AS LITTLE AS 

1 c ON THE OOLLAR 

.. ~ "' 
Moneyback Guarantee 

JEEPS, CARS as low as $30. BOATS. HELICOPTERS. 
TYPEWRITERS. TRUCKS You can s1111 buy 5,000,000 items 
from the U.S. Governmen1 Tt11s manual shows you haw 10 ftnd 
these bargains 1n your aiea al TREMENDOUS SAVINGS. Some 
actual prices CARS S30. PICKUPS 540. SHIRTS 22<. 50 
POWER BINOCULARS 53. and MORE 

THIS NEW 1987 up-to-date directory includes a Bidders 
List Application and l1Sliny of Defense Sales Offices Our 
BIGGEST MOST COMPREHENSIVE DIRECTORY Only s• 00 
Cut oul this ad and send lo: SURPLUS, DEPT. B148 
4620 WISCONSIN AVE. N.W., WASHINGTON, D.C. 20016 

_____ .... _________ _ 

EXPRESS YOUR.SELF 

TOP QUALITY 50/50 COTTON POLY 
T-SHIRT & SWEATSHIRT .. . 
CHOOSE YOUR FAVORITE SAYING: 

1. KILL A COMMIE FOR MO MMY 
2. KILL l M ALL. LET GOD SORT 

0

EM OUT 
3. Join the Army. Travel to distant lands. meel exotic 

& unusual people. and KILL ·EM! 
4. LlffS A BITCH. THEN YOU MARRY ONE! 
5. Have a nice day ASSHOLE 
6. I ask one simple question and all I get is BULLSHIT! 
7. I gave up SMOKING. ORINKING & SE X. II was lhe 

worst 15 minutes of my lile! 
8. True connoisseur of SLEAZY WOMEN & CHEAP BOOZE 
9. Yea. though I walk through lhe Valley of the Shadow 

of Oeath. I shal l fear no Evil. cause r m lhe MEANEST 
SON·Of·A·BITCH IN THE VALLEY 

10. GO AHEAD. MAKE MY OAY. 

T·Shirt 9.95 
Sweatshirt 15.95 

COLORS: Red. Block. 

r 
I 
r 
I 

QAft MEIT l &AYllli •I CDlOfl I Ill( 

I I I 
l ' I 
lNSUAUClPCISTA6E.MAll ll.ll& 

ro::£ 

1.95 Navy. WhilL 
SIZES: S. M. l XL TOTAL --

NAME 

ADDRESS 
(ALLOW 2·4 WEEKS FOA DELIVERY) 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 

PHILOS-1-TEES: P.O. Box 20377 
DEPT. 23, ATLANTA. GA 30325-0377 

Best techniques for creating 
COMPLETE PRIVACY! 

• Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
• Become " Invisible'! to Investigato rs 
• Stop Generating Financial Records 
• Communications Privacy . . Phone, Mail 
• How to Stay Out of Government Files 
• Begin Eliminating Negative Records 
• How to Create Helpful New Records 
• Generating Quick Cash Income 
• Hiding Your Assets • Privacy Afloat 
• Banking Alternatives • " Low Profile" 
• Privacy from Taxes • Nomadic Living 
• Multiple Addresses 
• Hideouts, Deep Cover 
• How to "Disappear" 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT - and MORE! 
Don't wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 
r:------EDEN PRESS !iiiiiiiiiiilil 
I 11623 Slater "C", Box'8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 I 
I Your {D Regular P&H, $2.00 {Please add I 

Choice D FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 
I !California residents please add 6% sales tax.1 I 
I 0 Send latest Book Catalog - FREE. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I City I 
I State Zip _I 

.. ____________ .. 
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• 

Spartan Supply Co. 

P.O . Box 310, Hi xson TN 37343 
1-800- except TN 
TN & Info . call 615-899-5742 

• , SPLATMASTER--

w / Sofety G ogg les 
$67.95 

Orange Point Pell ets , 120/ ba x ... . 15.50 
Yellow Pa int Pe llets , 1201box .. . ... 15.50 

We carry o complete l ine of survival game 
and Splatmaster accessories . 

~BIONICEAR 
~ $66.00 

Op,;oool BOOSTER • 
$38.00 ~ 

COMBO Package ONL y . ... , $96.00 

TAYLOR "[ 
CUTLERY I' 

MCR 11 ". ~21.95 
Features Tonto-type blade & leather sheath 

ORDER INFO : $25 .00 min . order . We ship UPS, cash . 
COO . prepaid cashier 's or cert . check. 53 .25 serv . chg . 
on all orders . Fri . and insurance odditionot.;nclude 
'when send ing pm! . w order . All bus . and pers . cks. . 
held 3 wk s. for clearance . Money refu nded on oul·Of­
stock items . Prices subj , to change . All mchdse . 
guo1onteed by monuf. Return defect ive merch. directly 
to monuf . N o returns w i 1hou1 p ri o r outhorizo t ion . N o 
return s accepted COD. TN re s. include tax exemption 
form . Toll free numbers ore for orders only . HOURS: 
M -Th . 9 o .m .-8 30 p .m . F. 9 o .m 7 p.m .. Sot 9 
o .m. -5 30 p .m . Sun 12 .30 o .rn. ·S 30 p .m . 

YOUR ULTIMATE EDGE ... 
THE TIMBA® 

COMBAT SURVIVOR 
by Pacific Cutlery Corp. 

• 12" O vera ll Length 
• 6V2" Stain less Blade 

•Textured Black Micarta 
Handle 
• Military Non-G lare 

Finish 

• Overall Length 8 1/.i" 
• 31X6" Stain less Blade 
• Black Micarta Handle 
• Nickel Silver Bolster 

• Mi litary Black 
Sheath 

• Lifetime 

• Milita ry Non-G lare Finish 
• Black Leather Boot-Clip Shea th 
• Li fetime Warranty 

$59. 9s by Pacific Cutlery Corp. ~ 

Z>~S~~~ 
P.O. Box 71 15 I Dept. S. I C harlottesvi lle, VA 22906 

CALL 804-971-2911 
MC VISA Money Order or Check 
Shipping - $2 AK Hl Foreign $5 

* COLOR CATALOGUE $2 * 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 
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THEY NEED 
YOUR HELP 

So ldi ers go into combat w i t h wo rn ·o u t b oo ts , 
t hi n socks . n o cl ea nin g gear for t h ei r rifl es , 
no poncho or ponc ho l iner agai nst: torrenti al 
ra in s and worn ·out we b gear. They 're t roop ­
ers in t h e Sa l va d ora n Army a nd Nicaraguan 
free do m fighte rs. Being brave, toug l1 and 
\Villin g i s n ' t good enougt1 \Vi thout bas ic 
eq uipm ent. They need: 

Combat Boots 
Boot Socks • Uniforms 

Ca mmie, fatigu e or kh aki (med ium an d small 
ONLY: These peopl e arc sm a ll ) 

Rifle I MG Cleaning Gear 
Web Equipment 

(p istol be lt s, LB E s uspe nders, p ou c he s fo r 30-r , 
M 16 magaz ines , ca ntee ns, ca ntee n co ve rs, et c.) 

Lensatic Compasses 
Ponchos I Poncho Liners 

Field Jackets • K-Bar Knives 
Field Dressings 

Send tlH: above equipment o r your cas h dona· 
t ion to : 

UPS: 

EL SALVADOR/ 
NICARAGUA 

DEFENSE FUND 
c/o Soldier of fortune 

A ttn : M r . Ul a k. c 

U.S. MAIL: 
5735 Ara pahoe 
Boulder, CO 80303 

P.O. Box 693 
Boulder. CO 80306 

Pl ease in c lud e a packing li s t an d nam e of don or 
wit h a ll donations . Also ind icate wheth e r or no t 
yOlJ wou ld like thi s in for m ati on printed . 
Do n atio11~ no t ta .\ dc<luctlb!c . ~ We ha1•c 11 ' 1 convinced the m s llwt 
kilting co nmmn ! .. t is,, charitable o r educational ac1Jv it} .! 

Well ~et:: that th ey g et to the fightinq unit $ tt1at arc defc1Hllng 
) our and our freedo m . Do It i\O\\ and pass the ...,ord to your 
friends . 

BANNED BOOKS 

THE FAMOUS 

"LOOMPAN/CS" CATALOG/ 

We offer the world 's most controversial and 

unusual books. 

Here are some of the subjects we cover. * The 
Underground Economy * Black Markels * Pri­
vacy and Hiding Things * Concealing Assets * 
Keeping a Low Profile * Big Brother * Shadow­
ing and Surveillance * Electronic Eavesdropping 
* Crime and Police Science * Frauds and Con 
Games * Terrorism * Police Manuals * Street 
Fighting and Self Defense * Unusual Weapons 
* Firearms ,it Guerrilla. Warfare * Survival * 
Dropping Out of Sight * Uninhabited Is lands * 
Strange Ways of Living and Being Free * Un­
usual Moneymaking Opportunities * Gambling 
and Speculation * Anarchism and Egoism * 
Forbidden Philosophies * Alternate Energy 
Sources * And much, much more! 

Our complete catalog is a large BV2 x 11 , 
perfect bound book with over 170 illustrated 

pages! It contains nearly 500 of the most 
controversial and unusual books ever print­

ed! Send for it today you will be very 

pleased, we know! 

LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED PO Box 1197 .... 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 iZ 

Please send m e your CE!italog. Enclosed Is $2.00. ~ 
Name---------------
Addre••--------------
City/ Stale/Zip ___________ _ 

POWERFUL REPE~ YER 

AIR PISTOL 

ONLY .... 

s249s 
SHOOTS DARTS 

AND 
PELLETS TOO 

No C02 Cartridges 
Required 

FIRES 20 BB'S WITHOUT RELOADING! 
Exciting to handle ... all the heft and balance of 
a real .45! Authentic "cock and slide" pump 
action. Powerful! Fires .177 Pellets at a muzzle 
velocity of 170 Feet Per Second. Clip holds up 
to 20 BB's. Fires Darts and .177 Pellets also. 
Economical - no C02 cartridges required. A 
thrilling postal for bbth target and varmit chasing. 
2 Safety Catches. Weighs a hefty 1 lb.-8 oz. Maxi­
mum Range 150 Yards. Not sold in N.Y.S. or N.J. 
No. 2270-Marksman Pistol ......... ... .... ...... $24.95 
No. 2099-Box of 400 BB's .................... .. $ 2.98 
No. 2100-Box of 200 (.177 Call Pellets .... $ 2.98 
No . 2104-Box of 12 Darts ..... ..... ............ .. $ 4.98 

Send Order To: FOSTER-TRENT, INC., DEPT. 861-P, 
2345 BOSTON POST RD., LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10538. 
Include $1.90 Posta e & Handlin 
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WANTED: 
ADVENTURE 
AUTHORS! 
SOF ADVENTURE 

BOOKS 

Needs New Action Novels On: 
•Vietnam 
• POWs & MIAs 
• Counterterrorism 
• Special Operations 
• Mercenary Actions 
• Related Action Subjects 

Submitted manuscripts must be fic­
tion , must be exciting reading, must 
be 70,000-125,000 words in length, 
must be technically accurate, and 
must project an authentic, "you are 
there" feel. Series potential is desir­
able. All submissions receive an ini­
tial editorial review within 60 days of 
receipt. 

Address queries and submissions 
(including return postage) to: 

SOF ADVENTURE BOOKS 
P.O. Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 

Would you spend $10 To 
HELP WIN IN CENTRAL 

AMERICA? 
We m ake sure your donations do what 

you intend - SAVE THE LIVES OF 
THOSE WOUNDED AND DISPLACED 

FROM THEIR HOMES BY COMMUNIST 
INSURGENTS. 

Your money isn' t squandered on 
ex travagances but rather is used to 

di spatch our medical teams to target 
areas - often hostile - where they 
put th eir l ives on the line to help 

t hose who choose freedom. 
Wheth er our aid goes to a Salvadoran 
sold ier or ci vilian; to a Miskito Indian 

in t he wilds of Honduras; or to a 
wou nded Nicaraguan teenager at a 

makeshift clinic, we do what you 
ex pect us to do ... provide assistance 

to those suffering in the midst of 
armed conflicts. 

Sin ce 1982 , we have sent almost a 
dozen UNSALARIED VOLUNTEER 

m edical teams to Central America and 
had a hand in transporting and 

dist ributing approximately 20 tons of 
medical sup plies worth nearly $4 .5 

million. 
To continue , WE NEED YOUR 

IMM EDIATE HELP! Show our friends 
that we care about them and are 

wi ll ing t o lend them support. 
Pl ease send your tax-deductible 

contributions to: 
REFUGEE RELIEF 

INTERNATIONAL, INC. 
U.S. MAIL: 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 
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UPS: 
5735 Arapahoe 
Boulder, CO 80303 

NIGHT VISION SIGHT 
AN/PVS-3 Hyper-Mini 
FEATURES 
• Range 300 to 400 Meters 
• Automatic brightness control 
• Focus - 4 Ft. to infinity 
• Weight - 3 Lbs. complete 

(smallest of the military scopes) 
• 18mm Image Intensifier 

Excellent Condition 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH 
• Night Vision Sight 
• Daylight Filter 
• Combat Eye Guard 
•AR 15/M 16 & M14/M1A 

Adapt. Bracket 
• Manual • Battery 
• Carrying Case 

$1,695.00 (Plus $15.00 UPS) 
Night Vision Equipment Specialists 

Send $3.00 for our illustrated catalog 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 266, Emmaus, PA 18049 

(215) 791-5710 

LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s129s 
Add $1 .05 Hndl. 

Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath­
er sheath with quick release snap and 
metal boot/belt cli p. Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept. BK-1-SF 
373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 

SUPPORT AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 

SUPPO RT THE BRA VE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN 
IN THEIR RIGHT fOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET 

AGRESSION AND O CCUPATION. 

1\ ll iu nd.., c o lll •( t( •d \\di bt• don~1tl'd to pro­

Wl'..,tPrn 1\fgh.111 rl '""''i1nf<' group ... "''](•< l<'d b, 
tht• ">0 1 ... 1.111 lht''> l ' lune! ... \\' ill lw u ... c•d ... oll• I\ for 
thl ' pure h eh(' O l cHllh. iHllnlUllll lO ll .i nd llH'dl(cll 

.., upp l11 ·-. ,1.., "Pl'< llH ·d hv tht• grou p.., r<'< c• 1v1ng 
,i.....,i, t.111< P No tund.., < oll1•c !Pel \\di lw p:-.,pp ncl<·d 
tor ..,,1 lar1P.., or ,1d n11r11 ... trdl 1o n 

Donations are NOT tax deductible. 

Send your donation to : 

Afghan Freedom Fighters' Fund 
P.O . Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 

UNDERGROUND 
ECONOMY 

GUERRILLA CAPITALISM 
How to Practice Free Enterprise 

In an Unlree Economy 
by Adam Cash 

Each year in Amer­
ica. billions of dolla rs 
go unreported on tax 
returns . Th is is the Un­
derground Economy, 
and it is g rowing every 
day. Now there is a 
book tell ing you exactly 
how milli ons of Ameri­
cans are evading taxes 
and dodging Big Bro­
ther. Contents of thi s 
amazing book include: 

~~:::;. . .... 
• How to atrold banks • 4 V 4.tf £4511 
How to do bualneu "off 
the books " • How to Invest unreported lncomr;1 -
end one llllng you ehould ne,.r do • How to CHh 

cll«lrl llllllltout running U..m lltrough your bent 
eccounl • Skimming money • Berter - when lo 
uH II end when not lo • And much, much morel 

Guerrilla Cap/la/lam tell s you all there is to know 
about making tax-free money in the Underground 
Economy. Order your copy today - you will be very 
p leased . we know. 

5 ~ x 8 ~. 176 pp, 11/uatrated, 1011 co•er. $9.95 

LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED PO Box 1197 
PORT TOWNSEND, WA 98368 

ig 
] 

Please aend me copies of GUERRILLA -.J 

CAPITAL/SM .at $9.95 plus $2.00 postage per copy. 
Name ______________ _ 

Addre••--------------
Clty/ State/Zlp ___________ _ 

Be a DETECTIVE 
AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

•LICENSE 
INFORMATION 
ALL STATES 

Men· Wo men· Learn from the expert s. Tra in at home fo r an 
exc iting part or full time career as a private detective or 
security consultant. Start your own business o r work for 
o thers. Step-by-step you will learn how to conduct any 
investigation . how and where to find that first job. and 
much more. Credentials and employment ass ista nce. 

The BEST training ava ilable al the BEST • 
price. Prove ii to yourse lf by im1estiga l ing · 
before you invest. Send NOW for lull facts. • 

. • ~-·.. L1 t!11/1111</,1111 'f'l1 '1/11111/f (//,////<'' 

r ' .. \GI) 
I E;;:-;-973 

GLo~Z-scH'ool'Oi=~V'~.;G-;;;;;N,1 Box 191 S Hanover, Mass. 02339 
I 
I 
I 

Rush FREE fac ts. Show me how I can tearn at home to be a Privalc 
Investigator. No obligation. No salesman will call. 

I NAM( •GE 

: •DORE SS 

I CITY STATE ZIP 

.. For An Education That Works" 

I 
I 
1 
I 
I 
I 
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CLASSIFIED 
- fl:· -

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - All ads MUST be 
received by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover 
date. Ad copy must be typed or written clearly with 
authorizing signature, telephone number and pay­
ment. Advertisers offering information packets for a 
lee must send a sample of packet. Cost per insertion 
is $1 per word - $20 minimum. Name, address and 
telephone are to be included in the count. FOR 
EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, 
Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S. , etc. , count as one word 
each. Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are 
counted as two words. We reserve the right to 
delete or change any copy which we determine to be 
objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classi­
fied, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE MAGAZINE DOES NOT VERIFY VALIDI­
TY OF EVERY ADVERTISEMENT AND/OR THE 
LEGALITY OF EVERY PRODUCT CONTAINED 
HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER HAVE A PROB­
LEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OFFERED 
BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSIST­
ANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR 
AND ALSO CONTACT OUR ADVERTISING DE­
PARTMENT. SOLDIER OF FORTUNE DOES NOT 
INTEND FOR ANY PRODUCT OR SERVICE ADVER­
TISED TO BE USED IN ANY ILLEGAL MANNER. 

NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna­
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con­
sult the local law enforcement au­
thorities in their area. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials: 
Zapruder film, photographs, literature, video cassettes. Cata­
log: $3. COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES, Box 2, Beaconsfield , 
Quebec H9W 5T6. (118-lt) 

FIREWORKS. HIGH QUALITY, fast service. Price list $1 . 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, PO Box 90007, Casper, WY 
82609. (116-lt) 

LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 

~LY$995 
POST PAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear ( 
gas o r b l ank ammo . p I 
Soli d me ta l. 6 shot cl ip ~ \ 
;~~ c~i~'~ fm ng . W1 th in- • \ 

F'o r self-p ro te c tion , th e atre , do~ 1 

~r~ib1~~7 ' 2 Y~~~~e~b;}gka~~~r;1~ iee. ·~e~n 1~1e;~(10 
WESTBURY SALES CO. ca 11 1orm a 

P.O. Box 434, Dept. TA-1-SF, Westbury, New Yori< 1159<! 

BRITISH Ml LIT ARIA, Authenlic collectibles from the 1 BOO's to 
date, Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal Marines, Parachute 
Regiment, SAS., Insignia, Headwear, Badges, Uniforms, 
Medals, Boer War Helmets, etc. Send $3 for catalog, $12 
overseas. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD ., Dept. A. , 
2113 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (119-lt) 

GENUINE U.S. MEDALS-CollecUU.S./Foreign Decorations. 
FASCINATING NEW HOBBY. Silver Star- $50; Bronze 
Star- $35; Armed Forces Expeditionary-$15; Vietnam Ser­
vice- $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar- $35; Add 
stamp in trade and $4 postage. Most other medals available. 
SASE FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples 
Road , Brookline, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (117-lt) 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden­
tial forwarding , receiving, holding. Brochure $1. TWG, Post­
fach 1515, 6460-M Gelnhausen, West Germany. (112) 
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DYSART'S WOLF KENNEL 
MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 

Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports: 1/ 2 wolf and up. puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time 10 wolves & wolf-crosses Q!!!i!. 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and in fo - $5.00. 

CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597. Henriella, North Carolina 28076 

Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 

MAIL PRIVACY! Confidential mail forwarding/remailing. For 
details write: POSTAL SHOPPE. 369 East 900 South, Sall 
Lake City, UT84111 . (112) 

OWN YOUR OWN MOUNTAIN CAMPSITE. 20 miles from 
Reno, Nevada. THIS IS NOT A TIMESHARE. Only $300 each. 
In 100 mountainous acres. GEMINI WILDERNESS, 1355 N. 
McCarran, Reno, NV 89512. (111 -lt) 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI- Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-801, 1660 Eubank NE, Albu­
querque, NM 87112. (105) 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES-- 25% ott list prices. Also USAF 
NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine! Toll-free ordering and 
immediate shipment. Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
for free brochure. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-901 , 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (105) 

MILITARY HISTORY 
ON VIDEOCASSETTES 
See military history a s it happened! World 
War I ihrough the Falklands compoign . The 
other side of World War II: original Germon 
combat new~ee l s a nd features of the great 

bott les. Rare All ied Army and Air Force documenlories . Also Korea, Vietna m, 
a nd conlemporory Soviet Army. Over 300 lilies reproduced fr om original source 
materia ls. BetoNHS, also PAL Standard. Reawnable prices, fast service . Write 
or phone for free illustrated catalog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Box 29035, Chicago, Illinois 60629 , Phone 31 2-436-805 1. 

RUSSIAN MILITARIA, sky blue Paratrooper Beret with origi­
nal badge $30, 3-color Paratrooper badge (enamalled) , $17, 
Camouflage smock $50, Paratrooper patch $5, KGB patch $5, 
KGB badge $15. AH.A. , Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MAS­
TERCARD AND VISA ACCEPTED! (111-6) 

" MY LAWYER CAN BEAT YOUR LAWYER" T-shirt - spe­
cily size. $8 plus $1.95 postage. SCREEN GRAPHICS, Box 
513, Torrington , CT 06790. (111) 

RHODESIA SUPPORTERS! Buy a Rhodesian Independence 
Medal. Bronze, 3Bmm, uncirculated $20, circulated $10. K­
COINS AND TOKENS, PO Box 656, Portland, OR 97207. 
(111 ) 

MAIL RECEIVING/FORWARDING/REMAILING. Private 
mailboxes with slreel address. Business cards. SASE: MAIL­
ROOM, 5211 W. Market Street, Greensboro, NC 27409. (919) 
855-5458. (111-lc) 

LATEST COMBAT & SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT,- and 
weapons. Hard: lo-get items at a fraction of the cost. Send $5 
forcalalog, and receive a $5 coupon on the first order. G.I. , PO 
Box 282, Caledonia, Ml 49316. (111) 

" THE JOY OF REVENGE, " Miss Nasty 's get-even book, 
-$4.95. MBC, Box 2264, Peoria, AZ 85345. (112) 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, .1997 catalog of 
camouflage uniforms & exotic equipment from around the 
world' Send 50 cenls to: l.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. (111-7) 

HO CHI MINH SANDALS-- SKS & AK aprons, posters, docu­
ments, recordings, Vietnam memorabilia. ALL KINDS. En­
close 22-cent stamp for FREE 2-page catalog. BIEN HOA 
PRODUCTIONS, Dept. HCM, Fayetteville, AR 72702. (111) 

MILITARY POLICE: Send $1 for prices on shirts, hals, patch­
es, buckles, etc. MEAN STREETS, Dept. SOF, Box 88, Bos­
ton, MA 02123. (116-lt) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1185, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (115) 

OUR INTERNATIONAL OFFICE will receive, forward, and 
remail your correspondence anywhere in the world. Security 
and confidentiality guaranteed. Free details. THE MANHAT­
TAN TRANSFER, Suite No. 6, 36 Soi Lang Suan, BANGKOK 
10500 THAILAND. (115-1) 

R&R BANGKOK 1987, whether you enjoyed it, or missed out 
on it, Bangkok is still fantastic. We're organizing a group of 400 
VN Vets for 10 days. R&R that will definitely put a smile on your 
face. Complete details write: R&R, Suite No. 6, 36 Soi Lang 
Suan, Bangkok 10500 THAILAND. (115-2) 

~ 
s1z1 1cu. in. 

Record telephone conversations in your ottice or 
home Connec ts between any casset!e or tape 
recorder and your telephone line. S!art s auto· 
ma tically when phone is answered Records bolh 
sides of conversation . Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. 

$19 .95 EACH aiv "" ' ''" 

Super Powerful 
FM TRANSMITTER 

Many times more powerlul man other lransmit!ers . 
Transmtts up 10 11• mile 10 any FM radlO ·Easy lo 
As semble Kit · up to 9V banery (nO! mcl. ) 

Dept. C-2411 For catalog ol !ransmrners. Voice Sc ramblers and 
other speciany items. enclose $2 00 to LISI Coro 

Call 305.ns.1000 or send $19 .95 + $1 .00 
shipping per item to: USI Corp., PO Bo x 

SF ·2052, Melbourne, FL 32902 COD 's OK . 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suile 
number. Also available-phone number, remailing , mail for­
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL For information en­
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (113-lt) 

A BRIDGE TOO FAR? Close the gap and make contact with 
the nationwide network of militaria collectors when you adver­
tise in Military Exchange. THE MILITARY EXCHANGE. PO 
Box 693, Dept. SF-1 , Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O) 

WW II WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, hel­
mets, everything! Illustrated catalog $1 O (refundable). DISCO, 
Box 331-X, Cedarburg, WI 53012. (119) 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni­
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syra­
cuse, NY 13208. (119) 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, DI pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT­
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (115) 

From 

CATTLE BARON" LEATHER CO. 
• SOUP LEATHER CORE - The ORIGINAL As 

Used in EXPEOmONS Around 1he World 
• All HAND·PlAITEO. THICK. Genume 

TOP·GRAIN BELTING LEATHER w/ 
Permanent THICK TIP 

• Origmal .. Ruddy· 
Brown"" Color 

•LEATHER COVERED 
HANDLE & BALL WI 

4 m s wm: ORNERY WRIST LOOP [ 
NO HA.SStfS • NO DELAYS TARGET USE TM 

Add 5% Shipping & Ins. In U.S.A. PRICES' ORIGINAL 10 Fl. Leo~h $109.95 1 
- Foreign Add 2(11/o - LEA~~~~L~~~T1~A:~IESR1~ :~~ 

=~: ~OTT ~~~~ &8~~~~:~=~ When ;!:~=~- -s~~LE:~; Makes I 
FOR:~c:y M:~ ~ s~~~~7~Rl~ 1he ~ ~ ~ ~:~~~:.· mvE I 

• • • n "c Y BY • WHIP·HAHDUNG lns1ruCl ions Included. I 
MASTER WHI PMU:.ERS The HIGHEST QUALITY. TOUGHEST BUtlWHIPS 

·ee .. :1re 01Chm 1mita11ons Available _ Perfectty BALANCED FQf ACCURACY. 

CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
1 Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
~MC, Check P.O. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-1 _j"'5-' 

!_Or M.0. To SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 7820J illi 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Send $1 for a color catalog to 
ACE FIREWORKS, PO Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (115-11) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY - Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc . Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd ., Flushing , NY 
11354. (111-lt) 
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Send $1.00 
For 200 Item Catalog! 

:s: 201-875-3252. 

FRENCH CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, Foreign Legion F-1 
suit in "LIZARD" camo 4-pocket jacket & pants NEW $68. 
A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. MASTERCARD & 
VISA ACCEPTED!. (11 1-4) 

SAVE UP TO 90% on Military and Martial Arts equipment, 
books, survival supplies and MORE! FREE INFORMATION! 
DCD ENTERPRISES, Box 65275, Dept. TSA-2, W. Des 
Moines, IA 50265. (111) 

SHOW YOUR COLORS- we print anything on shirts, jackets, 
etc. Free information COMMERCIAL SCREEN GRAPHICS, 
Box 513, Torrington, CT 06790. (111) 

DISCREET MAIL FORWARDING and computerized tele­
phone message retrieval with your own private Denver phone 
number. Low cost. ADDRESSES & ANSWERS, 1616 - 17th 
Street, Suite M-76, Denver, CO 80202. PH (303) 628-5465. 
(111) 

• NINJA 
UNIFORM 

50% Poly 50% Cotton 
Sizes: XS/ S/ M/ L/XL 

$30.00 
U·26W in White $35.00 
U-26C Woodland Camo $35.00 

Include $ 1.00 for Catalog_ and Shipping 

M & M ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 445 Dept. SOF 

Island Lake, IL 60042 

815/455-3403 Dealer prices available 

REGULATION INSIGNIA: All Military branches and Police. All 
genuine, over 1,000 items: rank, wings, badges, mini-medals, 
NASA patches, military goods, plus much much more. Catalog 
$2. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-501 , 1660 
Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (105) 

MILITARY GOODS CATALOG- Over 70 pages. Camou­
flage jackets, pants , caps, berets. Over 1,000 insignias, 
genuine GI. $2. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-201 , 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (105) 

BAYONETS! 

n: Rr (;()() () ('Oi\ lllTIO!\ 

M-95 Mauser Bayonets 
Sta nrlard is:"1u<· fur i\HJP, riflPs and carbines. c;erman 
made around th L' turn o r the Cl' lllllr~ · . . . s upL·rh sl(•t.' I. 
("om pll•tc• wi 1h S1C'l·I sc_·ahha rd . 

$12 5 O EA. PLUS $2.00 UPS 
Bacon Creek Gun Shop 
P.O. Box 8 14 - IJ<' pi. SOF. Corbin , KY ~0701 

Ph. 606-528-4860 
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LEARN MORSE CODE IN ONE HOUR. Amazing new easy 
survival technique, money-back guarantee $5. BAHR, 2549B 
Temple, Palmbay, FL 32905. (11 1) 

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE KIT. $4 (refundable)! Ap­
plications, instructions, wholesalers, supplies , salestips! 
LONE'S, Box 998(FN) , El Segundo, CA 90245. (111-1) 

SOG-CIA CARD. Famous "Get out of jail free" Vietnam spy ID 
$2 (3 for $5). LONE'S, Box 998(FJ). El Segundo, CA 90245. 
(111-2) 

SEAL CAMO BERETS, current issue Beret with Crest $24, 
Vietnam Tigerstripe Beret & Crest $25. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. (111-5) 

POLICE CAREER GUIDE. New! Lists several hundred depart­
ments nationwide. Includes salary, entrance and promotional 
opportunities. Details write: PCID, Dept. BLE, Box 1672, Eaton 
Park, FL 33840. (111) 

BUTIERFL Y KNIVES: 5" closed with steel skeleton handle $8 
plus $2 postal charges. KENTUCKY CUTLERY, 409 Leylon 
Avenue, Louisville, KY 40222. (111) 

" HOW TO STAY ALIVE IN THE WOODS" BOOKLET- a 
complete guide to food, shelter, and self-preservation that 
makes starvation in the wilderness next to impossible!! Over 
600,000 copies sold - ORDER yours today!! Send $21.98 
check or MO (shipping and handling included) to: COMMAN­
DO TRAINING, PO Box 1132, Dept. SOF, Houston, TX 77251. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. (11 1) 

MILITARY COLLECTORS 
postpaid. • German War Badges • postpaid. 

Sub - Iron Cross - Wound 
Your choice any one = $8.00 or all 3 = S20.00. All are 
full size , not miniatures. These made from originals. Your 
choice W.W. #1 or #2 (state choice). We have most 
complete stock of W.W. #2 German bad es-caps- flags, 
etc. in U.S. 1 • · 1 111 1 

Postpaid. ( ent free with any order). 
Our 224 page fu lly illustrated CATALOG $3.00. 

W.W. #2 ltd. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, Mo. 63158 

CAMOUFLAGE TIES! A must for every well-dressed out­
doorsman. Genuine military-issue woodland cloth. Choose: 
pointed end or straight fold ... $9.95 each; 2 for $18.95. Add 
shipping: $2-1st tie; 2 or more $3. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY 
GOODS, Dept. A-301 , 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 
87112. (105) 

A Cigarene Pack Sized Kit - In A 
Hinged Lid Metal Box -

Waterproof Sealed 
-CONTAINS­

Compass + Cable Saw + 
Cleaning and Skinning Blade + 
Fish Hooks + Fish Line + 
Sinkers + Snare Wire + Signal 
Mirror + Ut111ty Cord (21 O lb. 
test) + Needles + Thread + 
Matches + Striker + Adhesive 
Bandages + Antiseptic Swabs 
+ Water Pure Tabs + Quart 
Water Container + 5 Gram 
Glucose Energy Supplement. 

To Order: Send $8.95 lor " The Pock­
et Survivor" plus $1.50 Post. & Hdlg. 
and mail to: " The Pocket Survivor", 
PO Box 1817A, Brevard , NC 28712 

Ph. (704) 884-5911. 

BOOBYTRAP ALARMS, smoke grenades, flares (aerial­
ground), simulators, pyrotechnics. Catalog $2. AZTEC, Box 
1888 (Dep'I. S), Norcross, GA 30091. (121) 

SURVIVAL TOOL-lightweight. Cutting edge, inch scale, saw 
blade, can opener and reamer. Screwdriver, wrench, cap lifter, 
wire stripper, compass, file, protective case. Only $7.95 ppd to : 
DISTINCTIVE DESIGNS, Dept. S116, 1519 Beaumont, Dal­
las, TX 75215. (111 ) 

BECOME A GUN DEALER! Professionally prepared firearms 
dealer kit includes official forms. covers licensing, purchasing, 
records - everything! Lists hundreds of top wholesalers! 
GUARANTEED! $4.95. BUSINESS CONSULTANTS, PO Box 
1232-SOF, Uniontown, PA 15401. (1 12) 

II I *-*'~ JJ l ~ J ~~~.,. 
MILITARY MEDALS 

Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges. Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals , 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 

.... c;;i.~ .... ~.~.~.~ ... ~~.!ALOG ! o 
WRITE TODAY! ..,.. MEDALS, BOX 16279 SF 
FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS . IN 46216-9998 

BRITISH/SCOTIISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN­
TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards , etc., of 
Elite British/Scottish Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards, etc., and 
RAF. Also Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO 
Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (109-tc) 

FIREWORKS- fun , safe, patriotic; top quality, lowest prices, 
illustrated catalogue $1 (refundable) . PYRO-SONIC DE­
VICES, Box 711 ·Sl6, Grand Haven, Ml 49417. (112) 

FIREWORKS- Firecrackers, Rockets, Roman Candles, 
much more! Low prices. Highest quality. Shipped year-round 
to all states. Illustrated catalog- $1. EAG LE FIREWORKS, 
Dept. 3M, Box 800, Clackamas, OR 97015. (1 10-lt) 

SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape 1: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3: Air Op­
erations-Communications; 4: Water Operations-Communica­
tions; 5: Demolition-Engineering-Medical Aspects of SF Op­
erations. VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping & han­
dling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 31 6 California Ave., Ste 206, 
Reno, NV 89509. (111 -lt) 

INVENTIONS, IDEAS, new products wanted ! Presentation to 
industry/national exposition. Call toll -free 1-800-528-6050. In 
Canada, 1-800-528-6060. Ext. 831. (113) 

e HANDGUNS (Wanted) 
LOOKING TO BUY used and new hand­
guns. I wi ll travel on large deals. Please call 
before the Sheriff, Tax Dept. , IRS or bank­
ruptcy starts. I can help out with cash, 26 
years of private dealing . Chuck Boyer, Box 
OVS 1236, Great Neck, NY 11023. 8-5 call 
(718) 746-1 300. 

PRIVACY-CONFIDENTIAL MAIL. Forwarding/receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available. SASE, 
books. MAIL DROP, Box 18039-SF1, Orlando, FL 32860. 
(11 3) 

ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE. Complete line Army surplus, 
gun accessories, knives, police, ninja, and survival supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list. HUGH WADE'S OAK­
SHIRE PLACE, Hiway 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. (901) 
885-6851. (110) 
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NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna­
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con­
sult the local law enforcement au­
thorities in their area. 

FOREIGN PASSPORTS. 21 countries detailed, latest 
loopholes. Legal requirements. "Back-door" maneuvers. Free 
details. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-FP, Fountain Valley, CA 
92728. (116-lt) 

FIREWORKS, ROCKET SUPPLIES AND RELATED ITEMS. 
Catalog $1. NORSTARR, PO Box 5585, Pocatello, ID 83202. 
(121-lt) 

30% OFF GERBER KNIVES! No minimum order required! 
Send $1 for complete catalog! KN IVES, Dept. SOF, 52 
Edmund, Uniontown, PA 15401 . (112) 

DISCREET SERVICE, secure, holding and forwarding malls· 
telephonee, address, code, any currency. PO Box 1213, Mt. 
Plesant, TX 75455. (111) 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
$5.95 RHODIUM 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE 
P.O. Box 20.178 • Dallas, TX 75220 

COMBAT/SURVIVAL KNIVES, Butterfly Knives. Large varie­
ty, latest models, low prices! Catalog $1 . ATHENA INTERNA· 
TIONAL, PO Box 19058, Dept. SOF, Baltimore, MD 21284. 
(111) 

M-43 AFRIKA CORPS style hats - first model -high peak­
$18.50 ppd. Khaki, black, OD or camouflage, sizes S,M,L,XL. 
100% cotton, self-lined. EAGLE LTD., 681 Opal Drive, RR 1 
(SF), Prescott, AZ. 86301. (602) 788-5656. (112) 

DEGREES IN POLICE SCIENCE- Bachelor's, Master's and 
Doctorates can be earned through HOME STUDY. Degrees 
are also obtainable in Psychology, Hypnotherapy, Sociology, 
Business Administration, Education, Theology and Para­
psychology. For catalog and information about the degrees 
and requirements, send $2 for postage and handling to: ST. 
JOHN'S UNIVERSITY, 31916 Pat's Lane (SF), Springfield, LA 
70462. (115) 

* TRAIN WITH THE BEST * 
* New, professional, resident military * training program available 

• State of the Art Tactics/Weapons 
• SF Trained Instructors • Bi-Lingual 

* * 
THE REGIMENT, LTD. I P.O. Box 32 /Fort Mill, SC 29715 

Send SASE for Brochure 
Send $5.00 for complete Program of Instruction 

MERCENARY HANDBOOK- useful to anyone planning or 
participating in Mercenary operations. $12.95 plus $2.95 SH. 
SAG, 316 California Ave .. Ste 206, Reno. NV 89509. (112-lt) 

IS IT TRUE you can buy jeeps for $44 through the US Govern­
ment? Get the facts today! Call (1-312) 742-1142, extension 
331-A. (111) 

NEWI USAF TRANSLATIONS of Russian Army, Navy and Air 
Force Manuals. Soviet training secrets revealed! Free catalog. 
BOOKSTORE, Box 681, Friendswood, TX 77546. (112) 

INFRARED NIGHT SURVEILLANCE VIEWERS-brand new 
and fully tested. Now available for only $295 each. Send check 
or money order to: THE SPECTRUM ACE COMPANY, PO 
Box 100934, Nashville, TN 37210-0934. (111) 

124 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

9" The Black Falco~ 

CANADIAN MILTIARY SURPLUS·-· Winter white camo 
$29.95, Cdn. Forces Winier Parka $49.95, FN-C2 mag pouch 
$5.,95, much morel US SHIPMENTS OUR SPECIAL TY. Info 
flyer $1 . FSE, Box 22216, Barrie, Ontario, Canada L4M 5R3. 
(112) 

VIDEO 
VIDEO SURVEILLANCE 

Convert your video recorder into a security or 
covert surveil lance system. Mini mike & camera 
defy detection . Free information . 

TRULOCK VIDEO SERVICES 
98 Main St, Dept 215, Tiburon , CA 94920 -----·GOTCHA 

WHEN YOU'RE OUT THERE- survival Is the game. Learn to 
make and ATLA TL spear throwers. Killing power can stop 
elephants. Quiet, ettectlve, simple, deadly, Plans, kits, ready­
made. Send $2, specify ULTIMATE SURVIVAL WEAPON. 
TATE ENTERPRISES, Box 110755, Aurora, CO 80011 . (112) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (candles, bombs, pots, 
grenades) - largest, most complete selection of new smoke 
products. Capacities from 4,000 to 500,000 cubic feet of dense 
smoke in from 30 seconds to about 6 minutes. Excellent for 
smoke screens, dispersing crowds, signaling, fire drills, war 
games, etc. Send $2 (refundable with order) for catalogue of 
these and numerous other exotic products. Mention "SOL· 
DIER OF FORTUNE" and receive special sale Information. 
SIGN US, Box 33712-WC, Phoenix, AZ. 85067. (111) 

CADILLACS, MERCEDES, Porsche, etc. direct from Govern­
ment. Seized in drug raids. Available your area. Save 
$thousands$. (216) 453-3000, ext. A8180. (111) 

CANADIAN SNOW CAMOUFLAGE SUITS, lightweight 
nylon, with minor staining USED $36 suit. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221 . (111-3) 

SPIES WANTED FOR THE ORIENT. If you're looking for the 
ultimate in real adventure, steeped in the mystique of the 
crossroads of Asia, then our Espionage Holiday is for you. 10 
days and nights, single $3999, couples $4999. FREE DE­
TAILS, MTCOL, Suite No. 6, 36 Soi Lang Suan, Bangkok 
10500 THAILAND. (116) 

HANOI HANKS SURPLUS AND KNIVES!! This is the same 
store that CNN gave a SPECIAL REPORT on. The adventur­
ers' complete store of survival needs hard-to-find books and 
manuals, camouflage clothing, and anything else it takes to be 
a real man. So send $1 for the hottest catalog in the country 
today! HANOI HANKS, 755 Gray Highway, Macon, GA 31211. 
(912) 745-6929. (111) 

THE CONGRESSIONAL MEDAL OF HONOR- THE 
NAMES, THE DEEDS, the book. The most powerful record of 
combat bravery ever published. 1105 pages magnificenlly 
hardbound. Up-to-date. Complete. Every citation. Civil War 
through Vietnam. History and color photo of Medals. $27.50 
(California residents add 6% tax). 4th Class Postage paid. UPS 
2-day Air add $6 (CA excluded). SHARP & DUNNIGAN PUB· 
LIGATIONS INC., 15523 Nopel Ave .. Forest Ranch, CA 
95942. A GIFT OF THE HIGHEST ORDER. (111) 

The Kremlin's Plan 
(for wor1d domination) aa shown us by Bible and 
Pyramid prophecleo, Is Indeed an Eye-0pener· 
which must be seen lo be appreciated. HOW wtll 
their plane lal<e shape and whal 11 !he destiny of 
Iha communist world? This one should be In fN8"/ 
Chr1sllan home. Publisher's cost about $3.00. 

SHEPHERDSFIELD R'". ao1 m. Fulton, MO 85251 

TIGER STRIPES unlike ANY since VIETNAM. Faithful repro· 
duction of Special Forces fatigues. Set $65, short brim hal 
$13.95. Shipping $3.95. TIGER STRIPE PRODUCTS, 10006 
Gravois, Affton, MO 63123. (314) 638-4710. (112) 

M1 GARAND$: direct from the government, CHEAP: purch­
ase instructions $6. CC/MO/CASH. INFORMATION SYS­
TEMS, Box 4093SOF, Star City, WV 26504. (113·1) 

MILITARY GARAGE SALE, lots of closeouts and one-of-a· 
kind items. List 50 cents. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 . (111-1) 

MILITARY SURPLUS, URBAN CAMO, Military Pistol and 
Assault Rifle Magazines, Steiner Military Binoculars and much 
morel Navy blue watch caps new $2.99 ppd, GI Gas Mask 
Bags, VGC, $3.50 ppd, send $2 (refundable) for 40-page cata· 
log. WYLAND'S, PO Box 22493, Beachwood, OH 44122· 
0493. (113) 

SERVE FEDERAL SUBPEONAS. Good fees! Must be US 
citizen. Send $2 information package. PROCESS SERVER, 
Box 222-F, Quincy, MA 02171. (115) 

HOW-TO VIDEO TAPES. FLO Strip/Disassy/Assy. AR15 $26, 
Govt. 45 $21 , PPKs $21, postage paid. Specify VHS or BETA. 
Guaranteed. TJE VIDEO PRODUCTIONS, Box 50141-SF, 
Reno, NV 89513. (113) 

VIETNAM CAMOUFLAGE TIGERSTRIPES, Thai pattern as 
worn by Elite Forces and in the movie "GREEN BERETS" $68 
suit, matching 2" brim Boonie hats $15. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. MASTERCARD & VISA ACCEPTED! 
(111·2) 

W.W. II COLLECTORS O\ us 40.000 n1ms 
Hats·Badges·Medals of all Nallons. 
U.S. Officer's Cap (new from 
orlginal U.S. maker), tan with 

~~~w~.~~~~hg~~ ~i1~~'S1~~~"s1~~8l, 
M. or Lg ............................... $58.00 

~~y paif1u~fr~\~~e. g~~,;~4 f3~gg 
(FREE with order). 

W.W. #2 ltd., Box2063·T, St.Louis,M063158 

HEAR FEDERAL AGENTS on your scanner! FBI, ATF, Secret 
Service, Treasury, Customs, FCC, Immigration, Border, CIA, 
Military, etc. Directories reveal 100,000 "secret" frequencies, 
bug/wiretap/surveillance methods. Big free catatogl CAB, Box 
56-SF, Cammack, NY 11725. (113) 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY-get the goods on 
anyone with this encyclopedia of advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques, by Lee Lapin. 811.!x11, sottcover, 
illus., 244 pp. Send $33 ppd to: PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 
1307-MFS, Boulder, CO 80306. (111) 

SOUTH AFRICAN ANTI· TERRORIST OPERATIONS MANU­
AL- The basic reference and training manual of South African 
military units in South West Africa. Every aspect of operations 
against rural terrorists employing unconventional tactics is co­
vered. 811.!x11, sottcover, illus., 248 pp. Send $18 ppd to: 
PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-MPD, Boulder, CO 80306. 
(111) 

NEVER LET A BULLY BACK YOU DOWN, he will never stop. 
Learn to use your fear (adrenalin) as a secret weapon. Send 
$3.95 plus $1.05 shipping to: FARO, Box 17278, Mpls, MN 
55417. (111) 

ADVENTURERS TELEPHONE 
AND TEST SET 

$85 
ALSO AVAilABLE' 

· Send card number and expiralion da1e 

• Banery pov..>ered Field Phones • Sound poo.•ered Fick! Pho~ 
• Telephones and Books on Telephones 

CATALOG: $1.00 (U.S.) 
VI ~t -Amer lc an" 

109 Fire Lane, N. Cape May, NJ 08204 

COMBAT HISTORY ON VIDEO CASSETTE! WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam. Over 70 programs. Free list for SASE. CMI, PO Box 
40461C, Nashville, TN 37201. (112-lt-1) 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS our specialty. Also, Vietnam 
material. List $1 . THE BATTERY PRESS, PO Box 3107C, 
Uptown Station, Nashville, TN 37219. (1 11-lt-2) 

LE MERCENAIREI Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror­
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown. MO 63645. (117) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States Armed Forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, 
first-aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our latest catalog to STEVE 
J. PEDERGNANA JR., PO Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. 
(113-lt) 
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OWN THE WORLD'S MOST LOYAL 
TRUSTED AND DEPENDABLE DOG 

TI-IE GERMAN SHEPHERD 
,,.....=..::.in 

SERVING MAN FOR OVER A CENTURY 
Favored by Military & Law Enforcement 

agencies around the world. 
I imp<)rt these fine quality dogs directly 
from We~t Germany to yoµ, U.ntrained 

or trained to your spec1f1cat1ons. 
PUPPIES AVAILABLE YEAR ROUND 

HEAL TH & HIPS GUARANTEED. 
Rhine Land Shepherds 

461 East 24th St. Hialean Fla 33013 
(305) 823-2040 24 hrs I Brochure $3 

Shipping Available World Wide 

WANTED: Canadian sponors for 2 male Vietnamese refugees 
now interned in Thailand. Call: (213) 876-4845. 7235 Hamp­
ton, No. 3, West Hollywood, CA 90046. (111) 

TEC. TAPES- 4000 different titles from delivering babies to 
firing law rockets, on cassette tape. Send your area of interest. 
WRITE: AL TLAND ENTERPRISES GOVERNMENT SUR­
PLUS, 470 Wasp Street, Marietta, PA 17547. (111) 

BEST GUN DEALER KfTI Applications, instructions, "guide", 
wholesalers, $4(refundable). ALLIED, Drawer 5070FN, Glen­
dale, AZ. 85312. (111-1) 

LAMINATED 
leather handle. 
Rich leather belt 
sheath contains homng 
stone. leg ties. Imported. 
IF BROKEN WITHIN 10 YEARS WE WILL REPLACE FREE' Use 
30 days, if not pleased return for refund. REGULARLY S 14.95. 
NOW ONLY s7.9' PLUS $1 .95 doWerv. Senl S9.90 tlda\11 
MIDWEST KNIFE CO., Dept. 5-3511, 9043 S. Western Ave., 
Ollcago. L 60620. Mal ordera only. OUr 49lh _.. (312) 445-0166 
SPECIAL- 2 - $1800 pr.,.-

KNIVES, BOOTS, SURVIVAL, ETC ... wholesale, volume 
discounts. free catalog. REBITSKI & COMPANY, DSF, 2770 
Sherry Lane, Green Bay, WI 54302. (111) 

RUSSIAN MILITARY INSIGNIA- expertly counterfeited. 
Send SASE for complete price list. PO Box 103, O'Fallon, IL 
62269. (111) 

CAPS, WITH MILITARY INSIGNIAS of Elite Fighting Forces. 
Send SASE for illustrated folders. A&D PRODUCTS, Box 286-
S106, Belair, MD 21014. (1 11 ) 

YOU CAN FIND ANYONE, secretly obtain confidential postal 
and OMV records, unlisted phone numbers, birth/death, credit 
and confidential court records. Author reveals every source, 
method and trick known. Locate old friends, lost lovers, debtors 
and enemies. For profit, fun or adventure. Satisfaction guaran­
teed. For your copy of YOU CAN FIND ANYONE send $11.95 
plus $1.50 postage. TARGET BOOKS, 407-A West Santa 
Clara, Santa Ana. CA 92706. (111) 

THAI TIGERSTRIPE BOONIE HATS, now available! Made 
with a 2" brim, just like back in 'Nam $15. A.HA. Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221 . (111-8) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF87-A, Honolu­
lu, HI 96806. (122-KEY) 

POLICE-COMBAT EQUIPMENT-discounted! Huge catalog 
- $1 CROWN, 878A Jackman, El Cajon, CA 92020. (111-1) 

"U.S. ARMY GUERRILLA WARFARE" 
(FM 3 1 -21 - Large Edition) 

NOW ONL y $7 .00 Postpaid 
Free book catalog on request 
Send Cash, Check or M.O. to: 

"KEN HALE" 
P.O. Box 395, McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 

No personal checks, please. 
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FREE DETAILS: How to make $100/day buying, selling scrap 
gold, silver in your area. RECYCLING. Box 11216SF, Reno, 
NV 89510-1216. (111 -lt) 

SECRETS OF HANO-TO-HAND COMBAT. US Marine Corps 
battletested techniques. Superb manual with complete course 
of instruction. Satisfaction guaranteed. Limited supply, order 
today! $10. AARON COMBAT, PO Box 1273, Jacksonville, NC 
28541 . (111) 

KARATE- demonstration secrets, bull the bully, break bricks 
with your bare hands, knock bottoms out of soda bottles, tear 
phone books in HALF. break boards with ease, that others find 
hard, $3. SURVIVAL SAW and BOOT KNIFE- make your 
own - 6to12 ", saw bone or steel, $3. SECRET TAN-want a 
deep dard island tan, without oily itchy creams and lotions? Try 
my secret method, and have a dark tan the natural way, $3. 
BOB TITTLE, PO Box 11 7, Ashville, OH 43103. (11 2) 

ENGINE OVERHAUL KITS: Clevite .77 rod and main bear­
ings, piston rings, gaskets. 283-350 Chevy only $59.95. 
Others/quot~. Wholesale catalog $2. ENGINE SERVICE 
GROUP, Dept. SOF, Box 13053, Lansing, Ml 48901. WE SHIP 
COD. CALL (517) 322-0263. (116) 

BIORHYTHM: NATURE'S RHYTHMS OF LIFE. Your mental, 
emotional, and physical powers have highs and lows. These 
can be calculated for mission planning and future success. 
Send $10 to: BIOCOMP. PO Box 1088, North Bend, OR 97459 
for a description on biorhythms and 6 months fu ture 
biorhythms for yourself. (112) 

Catalog 12 - IMPERIAL RUSSIA 
From Double Eagle to Red Flag. 

The Rise of Russia from earliest times to 
Bolshevism and World Empire. 

2.400 items. 148 pages. Now available. 
$3.00 third class, $5.00 first class. 

BOOK CASTLE, INC. 
144. S. Golden Mall, Burbank, CA 91502 

BIG MAPS OF ANYPLACE! Thousands colorful topog­
raphies, charts. Catalog $3(refundable). ALLIED, Box 
5070FD, Glendale, AZ. 85312. (111-2) 

AGENT ORANGE and firebase map FREE to Vietnam Vets. 
Send SASE. ALLIED, Box 5070FP, Glendale, AZ.85312. (111-
3) 

"SWAT SECRETS and unusual strategies," $4. ALLIED, 
Drawer 5070FW, Glendale, AZ. 85312. (111-4) 

EAST GERMAN ID "Ausweis" cards in Russian/German with 
red Soviet seal. Unissued, room for photo. Origin unknown. $6. 
D. EWING, Box 993, Montpelier. VT 05602. (111) 

RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE. Guaranteed genuine price list 
$1 . Elephant hair bracelets $15 each. COMMAND POST, 
3025 Highway 31 South, Pelham, AL 35124. Phone (205) 
663-5678. (116) 

rTHE-DAvioiL'1Nai 
I 

LIKE THE SLING DAVID KILLED GOLLIATH WITH I 
TM 

I I 
I ONLY I 
I s129s I 
I I 
I M:ll: 
: Super powerful David Sling, 1

1 
The Ultimate survival and I hunting weapon. Made of the toughest leather. Can be 

I kept in pocket or worn around head. Incredible 600' I 
range , turns rocks into deadly projectiles. Hunt birds I 

I out of the air. kill varments large and small. NOT A TOY. 
Astound friends , great for Hunters. Farmers. Campers. I 

I Backpackers or any Sportsman. Comprehensive 

I 
Instruction book included. Send $12.95 + $2.00 for I 
P&H to PHL CORP. Ohio res. add 6% Sales Tax. 

I 0 PHL CORP. ::mI I 
• 5489 STATE RD., PARMA, OH 44134 • (216) 241-4404 I 

------------· BUY KNIVES, CUTLERY ITEMS at wholesale. Save up to 
80%, huge selection, satisfaction guaranteed. Fast service, 
catalog $2. FIRST CLASS. SMOKY MOUNTAIN KNIFE 
WORKS, Box 714SOF. Sevierville, TN 37862. (111-lt) 

BOUNTY HUNTING- legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90. Depew, NY 14043. (113) 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Free in­
formation. CENTRAL INVESTIGATION, Box 1894A, Provo, 
UT 84603. (11 1-lt) 

BUTTERFLY KNIVES 
The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines - used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 
The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife. A 
lever Jocks the 
handle securely 
in the open or 
closed position. 

Model K98-P 
saso Ea. 

and ' 150 UPS charges 
WESTBURY SALES CO., 

DEPT. P-1-SF 
373 Maple Avenue 

Westbury, New York 11590 

COMBAT TOUGH! Survive the streets, guaranteed, totally 
practical self-defense. New books reveal secrets, tell how. 
FREE DETAILS. LIBRA, 486(SF) Molima, CA94127. (111 ) 

PISTOL PACKER, a real book designed to conceal your hand­
gun. $9.95 plus $1 postage. Specify handgun size. Satisfaction 
guaranteed. ELLIS ENTERPRISES, PO Box 1575, Kenosha, 
WI 53142. (111) 

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION of Investigator's and Special 
Police. free membership information, write: NAISP, Suite 602, 
134 W. 32nd St. , NY, NY 10001. (11 1) 

U-BOAT CAPTAIN'S CAP 
White top Gold insignia and \ltSor bra id 

Leather chin strap State size wanted 58900 

Knights C ross wlfh i ts 17" ned~ nbbon 
and oak real w ith swords $ 21 00 

We pay postage Our 224 page fully illustrated 
catalog 53.00 tFREE with orderi 

••l.'A~·l:!•Jl:•I•l•lrrn;;TW 
. #2 Ltd., Box 2063 ·F, St . Louis. MO 631S8 

NEW: GERMAN MARCHES ON CASSETTES: ARMY, 
NAVY, STORMTROOPER, $9.95 each. Set of all 7 - $49.50. 
Send SASE for free list. HAMMER, PO Box 1393-SFH, Colum­
bus, IN 47201. (11 1) 

NUCLEAR RADIATION? SURVIVE! Build detector with 
household materials. 13 pages - detailed instructions $5. Nuc­
lear targeted communities in USA! Report reveals dangerous 
and safe refuges $3. COLLECTOR'S, Box 0215, Allentown, 
PA 18105. (111 ) 

RANDALL'S 110 MODELS, Al Mar. A.G. Russell, Brewer. 
Buck, Cold Steel, Explorer. Frost, Gerber. Jungle King, Ker­
shaw, Lakota. Leatherman, Pacific, Puma, Swiss Army 
Knives, Western. Lansky. DMT, CATALOG $2. FOSTER'S 
BOOKS AND BLADES, PO Box 12819-SOF, Winston-Salem, 
NC 27117. (111) 

. '.' 
' _,, • • Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
~ • ~-.... self reliance can lead you to an excit· 
:.f l!'a.~ ·-- ing career opportunity. Solve myster· 
·····,.t::1/t"? dl.m_>v. ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
USE ·· · ~~; the innocent. Experts· guide you every 
SECRET step of the way. Men and women 
EQUIPMENT needed to work in challenging situa-
kmlll•ac• E111w1111HM, tions withstanding hardships 
CrlMllDIOlf 1111, IMIH. ~ ' k h d ' ' ' trtetuu Ti .. pr.o1111, L•I ma e on t e spot ec1s1ons. 
,_. .. ,,., loctpldl Owru, Learn the latest investiga· 
11111-Prool \lull h'lrtrd . · · · 11..., a.0 ,.1 , Rip,•lll•I live techniques usmg special 

=rr:.~:-Ptus ~•. ~a~ ~n~~~ce:;~:t :~~:~:=~~ 
used by the fBI, the CIA, and the Secret Service. Stan your 
dwn investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

Appro.,d by Calif. D<pl. of Public /nJtruct. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 
DEPT. SF6-01, P.O. Box 2575-0, Santa Ana, CA 92799 1 

I Rush me your "Detective" Career Kit-No salesman w/11 call. I 
1..... Al•-1 
I Addrwa 1 
L~~.!!-----------;.t 
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NOTICE TO READERS 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine is 
a magazine of national and interna­
tional distribution. There may be 
products for which sale, possession 
or interstate transportation may be 
restricted, prohibited or subject to 
special licensing requirements in 
your state. Purchasers should con­
sult the local law enforcement au­
thorities in their area. 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big money, adventure, learn 
how. PO Box 11 32Y, Doylestown, PA 18901. (115) 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial 

"""' 16" x 20" color, glossy print. Royalties go to VVMF. Fact 
sheet and autographed poem "Cold, Stone Man" included. 

$12 or 2 orders $20 

Memorial Print, Dept. F, P.O. Box 3412, Frederick, MD 21701 

WE DESIGN AND HANDMAKE very unusual precious metal 
jewelry and rings such as SKULLS, DRAGONS, CREA­
TURES, COBRAS, DEMONS, and some military. Send $2 lor 
brochure. ACTION DESIGN, PO Box 8372, Pine Bluff, AR 
71611. (112) 

"BUSH JUMPER" 

• . 
" 

Regulation Size & We ight 

$995
EA. 

POST AGE PAID 

Also Avoiloble: 
USMC .. BUSH RECON"' (Go ld Pl ate) 
USAF '"BUSH PILOT .. (Silver Plate) 

USN .. BUSH SUBM ARINER .. 
(Silver or Gold Plate) 

Jsp P.O. BOX 3865 
GASTONIA, N.C. 28054 

ALLOW 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws, both $4. Police catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. (110) 

BOUNTY HUNTERS, over 100 MILLION DOLLARS in RE· 
WARDS AVAILABLE. Free information write : BOUNTY 
HUNTERS, Suite 413, 1251 South Reynolds, Toledo, OH 
43615. (112) 

KALI, ESKRIMA, ARNIS VIDEOTAPES. Part I - Doce Pares 
System (60 minutes) , $69 by Master Dionisio Canete. Tapes 
by Greg Alland : Solo Baston $59, Double Baston $59, Butterfly 
Balison $49. Sticks: Bahi lronreed $69/pair, Camagong (Iron­
wood) $49/pair. Amis Today Newsletter $10. Send checks to : 
ARNIS INC., PO Box 2632, NYC, NY 10009. (212) 420-0953. 
(113) 
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NIGHT VISION/SURVEILLANCE 
SEE IN THE DARK WITH 

ACTIVE INFRARED 
NIGHT VISION BINOCULARS 
High quality, used by military worldwide 

Originally Priced in the Thousands 
Special Close Out 

Refurbished Equipment 
Prices Start at $695 

Also available: night vision pocket scopes, 
rifle scopes, binocular cameras. 

For further information, demonstration and 
delivery contact: 

Mr. Fortune 
212-697-8140 

CCS COMMUNICATION CONTROL INC. 
633 Third Avenue , New York, NY 10017 

WWII RELICS! Cheaper than Globe, WWII Ltd., Collector"s 
Armoury! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
calalog , $5 (refundable) . RELICS. Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (111) 

MURPHY'S LAWS OF COMBAT OPERATIONS: dozens of 
entertaining, thought-provoking maxims on 24x36 illustrated 
poster in tube mailer. For Veteran, enthusiast alike. Send 
$6.95 postpaid to: ARCLIGHT, Box 58170-SF3, Suite 1045, 
Houston, TX 77258. MONEY BACK IF NOT DELIGHTED. 
(114-KEY) 

ATTENTION MARINES! See our large selection of hats, T­
shirts, and sportswear with bold insignias of the Corps! Free 
brochure available. BULLDOG HAT COMPANY, Suite 301 , 
6278 N. Federal Hwy, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308. (111) 

Tell the Colonel the way 1t is with this full·color 11"x17' ' 
poster commemorating the American victory at Tripoli 
Show your patriotic pride and oider yours 1oday! Send 
name. address, and $4.00 for one 01 $3.50 each for 2 01 

more plus Sl.00 postage and handhng 10· 

RODNEY LEWIS 
307 N. 20TH ST. 

LEAVENWORTH, KS 66048 
Fmm ou1side lhe U.S. send $2.00 postage & handling. 

KNUCKS - Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi­
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATIHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, PO Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (121-lt) 

NEW CATALOG from the publishers of the ACTION LIBRA­
RY! Get the best new books on martial arts, survival, weaponry 
and more! Send $1 to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-LPD, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (112) 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN War/Hunting books un­
obtainable in USA. Write: GALAGO PUBLISHING, PO Box 
404 , Alberton 1450 SOUTH AFRICA. Free catalog . (116-R) 

NEW!! 
ADVENTURER'S~~ 

Casbah·· 
DUELING KNIFE 

!"Th e Original 

Largest, Longest, 
Strongest 

LOCKBLADE FOLDERS 
In The World! • THE ORIGINAL GYPSY DUELING 

KNIFE Used In Duels All Over 
• 16W' LONG - OPENED EUROPE And In The Casbahs ol 

• g v~ :· x 2·· ~o lded t,,.,I CA~~~~~~~~ 
• 7'!. " LONG TEMPERED STAINLESS A~~liJ' · & CAIRO. 

TOLEDO STEEL 'BLADE 1 V• " WIDE ..... . • HANOMAOE 

• SIX STEEL LOCKING ~ .. ._ " & PERFECTL V 
TEETH ~t-"" I "DUEL-BALANCED' 

• SOLID BRASS c,«. ";;~ . EUROPEAN1~~~~~~~~ 
BOLSTERS 0o~' · · 

' WHITE q~ ' • ... . ORIGINAL PRICES: 

~~~~mE :~~.·~~~NEO $99.95 
~, Cuslom Molded Leather Scabbard 

- ~~~~ ·~u~-e~.n~) Black) $29 • 95 
Add 5% SHIPPING & INS. IN USA 

- FOREIGN ADO 20 ~'o - X- lm Lge SULTAN MODEL 

~~t~. Av~uc 0,!-~€c~~SRP~~~~B~~ ~~ ~:: ~~~~ED . $139.95 
FOR OBEYING YO UR LOCA L 
LAWS. THE ONL Y DUELING 

'Bew,1re OfCnenp lm11n11or1s·· LOCKBLADES AVAILABLE 

CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
MC, Check P.O. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-1 

ili1J. or M.0. To SAN ANTONIO, TEXAS 78201 .15 

SIGNATURE LOANS- by mail - $1 ,000 to $10,000. Also debt 
consolidation services - up to $10,000. No co-signers, no 
collateral. No credit checks, details: send SASE to: HENRY 
FINANCIAL SERVICES, 1038 - 19th Avenue SE, Minneapolis, 
MN 55414. (111-ck) 

COMBAT GLASSES 
• fits under gas & scuba mask 
• accepts prescription lenses 

.; [= J Frame w/prescriptlon 
Frame only: lenses: 

$24.95 ppd. ~ $49.95 ppd. 
1-aoG-255-1382, Ext 85 / 1710 s. Hillside I W'IChita, KS sn11 

BADGES. Custom made -your specifications. Huge selection. 
Giant catalog, $5 (refundable). CROWN, 878A Jackman, El 
Cajon, CA 92020. (11 1-2) 

BOOKS - MANUALS. All SUBJECTS - publishers. Dis­
counted. Huge catalog - $1. CROWN, 878A Jackman, El Ca­
jon , CA 92020. (1 11 -3) 

INTERESTING ITEMS for survivalists, adventurers, military, 
security and Law Enforcement personnel. Free catalog . 
FOOTHILLS FASTPRINT, Box SF, Townville, SC 29689. 
(113) 

INSTINCT COMBAT SHOOTING 
Defensive handgunning for Poli ce. First 
time offered to the public. Previously only 
published in Police Jou rnals. Now in book 
fo rm . Written by Police Firearms instruc­
tor. $5.95 PPD. 

C.H. Klein , Patriot , IN 47038 

PRIVACY SERVICE, telephone, mail, address code, secure, 
any currency. THE GOOSE FARM, PO Box 1213, Mt. 
Pleasant, TX 75455. (112) 

UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER: over 425 action titles! Many hard­
to-find books. One of the largest selections found anywhere! 
Most everylhing our competitors sell plus much, much more! 
Catalog of eye-opening rare titles $2 . ALPHA PUBLICA­
TIONS, PO Box 92-SF, Sharon Center, OH 44274. (118) 

GOLD DOG TAGS 
Turn your treasured Dog 
Tags into a unique piece of 

lJ 
fine jewelry. Finest quality 
24 karat electroplated for 
beautiful finish & durabili­
ty. Makes a great gift! Only 
$19.95 each, two for 
$34.95. Exact duplicates 
$24.95, plus $3 p&h. We 
are offering a special price 
on a gold filled custom 

chain for only $23.95. Send tag(s) and check or money 
order to : Custom Eleclro Plating, Depl. F, P.O. Box 476, 
Horse Shoe, NC 28742. Call (704) 891-5019 for volume 
discounl. Write or call for Free Full Une Brochure. 

BLACK BAG TRICKERY. Fool your friends and enemies. 
Trick cards $14.95/deck. Specify Tally-Ho/Bicycle, check or 
MO. Catalog of Dirty Tricks. $2 to: MME, PO Box 1239, Cooper 
Station, NYC, NY 10276. (111) 

VIET CONG 
HUNTING CLUB 

Original jacket patch sold and worn in 
Vietnam. Rare collectors item. Rush SJ.00 
plus soc postage and handling 10: 

DIRECTLINE, Dept VC 
P.O. Box 529 

Comstock Park, Ml 49321 

ISRAELI MILITARY INSIGNIAS, ranks, campaign ribbons 
and decorations. Send $1 for catalogue or $12 for sample of 4 
insignias. ISRAEL MILITARY PRODUCTS, PO Box 30309, 
Tel Aviv, 61302 ISRAEL. (111) 

•********************* 
: MICRO BUGS Advanced bugging equip·: 
it ment. Concrete mikes , telephone and pen bugs, -tc 
~-.. and more. Send $2 .00 to MICROCOM 

: ~· ·:-,\ TECH CORP. for catalog . Refundable ! * wilh purchase . Unbeatable prices . -tc 
• MICROCOM TECH CORP. F -tc * y, Mile Range P.O. Box 347341 •Cleveland. OH 44134-tc 

********************** 
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Survival books - Self delensa books -
Knives · Siient arms · Exotic weapons 

-FREE survival tips: Send Sl.00 to 
DEFENSE CATALOG 

BOX 30309, DEPT. SF 
PHOENIX. AZ. 85046 

EXOTIC ELECTRONIC DEVICES (Lasers, Security and sur­
veillance). Plans, kits and parts, catalog $2. F&P ENTER­
PRISES, Box 51272, Palo Alto. CA 94303-C. (111) 

ARMY RADIOS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack Radio, compact, 
transmits-receives 46-54 MHz FM, with battery box. antenna, 
crystal: $17.50 a piece, $32.50/pair. PRC-51 O Backpack Radio 
(Canadian version of PRC-10), transmits, receives 38-55 MHz 
FM continuous tuning, with battery box, antenna: $34.50 a 
piece. $67.50/pair. Factory mint PRC-9 Backpack Radio: 
$47.50 a piece, $67.50 with good condition battery box. anten­
na. Factory mint R· 108 Vehicle/Field Receiver, 20-28 MHz FM: 
$27.50. 45-day replacement guarantee. Add $4.50/item ship· 
ping. BAYTRONICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 
44870. (111) 

THE LEGENDARY SILVER BULLET with your name on it! A 
beautiful solid silver .30 cal. bullet engraved with your name. 
Made to hang from a necklace, dogtags, or key ring. ONLY $33 
plus $1 P&H. Send check or money order to: KNARF ENTER· 
PRISES, PO Box 325, West Chicago, IL 60185. (11 2) 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE I Bugging devices, electronic 
timers, transmitters, phone taps, and more! Catalog No. 1-A, 
$1 , refundable with order. GAS ELECTRONICS, 1559-J Amar 
Road, Suite 457, West Covina, CA 91792. (11 2) 

REMAIL SERVICE. Confidential! Letters only one dollar round 
trip. Street address or box. WILSON, PO Box 22, Amherst, OH 
44001 . (113) 

REGIMENTAL INSIGNIA & WEAPONRY 

® 
• SAS • RAF • BLACK WATCH 
• PARA • AM • CAMEAONS 
• RSDG • RN • GUARDS etc. 

Import Catalog $1.00 
BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS 

Department-6 
P.O. Box 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 

FREE 32-PAGE PRIVACY CATALOG! Low-profile methods. 
Asset protection. Secret hiding places. Cash income opportu­
nites. EDEN PRESS. PO Box 8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 
92728. (116-1-lt) 

FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOG! Get new credit. jobs, 
degrees. Home businesses. Cash income opportunities. 
EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
(116·2·11) 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody you 
want. Sharpest tactics revealed. 228-page book, $14.95. 
Guaranteed. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Fountain Val­
ley, CA 92728. (116·3·11) 

MICROTRON Technical Surveillance Equipment. CRYSTAL 
TRANSMITIERS, TRACKERS, RECORDERS, NIGHTVIEW­
ERS and COUNTERMEASURES. Restricted Law Enforce­
ment Catalogue, $25 (refundable) . Surveillance device 
schematics portfolio, $50. Surveillance tactics manual $25. 
General catalogue, $2. Send orders: MICROTRON. 42 - 38th 
Street, Wheeling, WV 26003. VISA/MASTERCARD cardhol· 
ders call : (304) 233-8007. (117) 

NUTS! THE BATILE OF BASTOGNE may be history, but a 
Military Exchange classified ad will grab those militaria collec­
tors you wantto reach today! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO 
Box 693, Dept. SF-1, Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O) 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. SPEC, Dept. 1285, Box 444 , Los Alamitos, CA 
90720. (112-lt) 

HIGHLY DETAILED 
COLORED BUCKLES 

$8.75 ea. 
(fits 1 ~ .. to 13/4 bells) 

Add 51 .75 Postage & Ins. 
PA residents add 6% sales lax. 

t'h " Sculpted belt, 
antrque brown (genuine lealher), 

S11.75 each 

Please give waisl size __ 

Name-------

~~~ress ( u1s1~F ~M{£'f• 
SlaleOt serid S2 00 for ~~o~ I USN 

(deauc table wi th 1 SI 01C1er ) 120 
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Advertiser Page 

AMH ... ... . .. . ..... .. ........ 110 
Adventure Game.. ... ... ... .. . . 7 
AFFF ......................... 121 
Alpine Military Sales ... . ... . .... 109 
Amazing Concepts .... .... .. . .. 11 O 
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Blowgun World ..... .. .. .. ... . . 106 
Brigade Quartermasters . . . . . . . . 9 
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CCS Communication, Inc ...... .. 104 
Collector's Armory . ...... ... ... 107 
Cloak and Dagger Publications . . 98 
Command T-shirts .. .. . .. . .. ... 107 
Cutlery Shoppe, The . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
Dell Publishing Inc .......... . ... 108 
Diver's Academy .. . .. ..... . .... 109 
Doubleday Military Book Club, 

The .. ........... ... ..... . . . 11 
Dutchman, The .............. 24-25 
Edge Company, The . . 29 & Cover 4 
El Salvador Defense ......... . . 121 
GM Enterprises ................ 103 
Greene Military Distributors .... . 100 
Guaranteed Distributors . ...... . 101 
HK, Inc.. .. . .... . .... . .. ... .. .. 4 
INCO ......................... 109 
Institute of Security & 

Technology .. ...... ....... .. 114 
JR Stupero .................... 112 
Kaufman's West . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 
Knifeco ....................... 13 
LL Baston Company ........... 112 
LARC International. ............ 109 
Laser Products .. ... ....... Cover 2 
Little To The Right, A . .. .. ... ... 17 
Midwest Sports Distributors, Inc .. 11 O 
Paladin Press . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3 
Pioneer & Company . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 
Quartermaster Sales ....... Cover 3 
Redi-Set Targets. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 21 
Refugee Relief ...... ......... . 121 
SOF Exchange ......... 20, 113, 115 
Survival Store .. . .... . . . .... . .. 106 

-KIM BERT AL-
The Most So u ght after N ame In 

Doberman Pinschers 
and Rottweilers 

Champ .-s lrcd p u ps bred f o r 
s u perior size, l'Onformation, 

lmpcc:.:ca t1l e dis position . 
FU LL HEALTH & TEMPERAMENT 

GUARANTEES 

--SHIPPING WORLDWIDE-- ·&111'Jlf!~l'i@ji!jf)j'"• 
Am1._•dc an Express , .Vii.a _-{~ 

an d ;\laster Cha r i:::<> 

KIMBERTAL KENNELS 
RFD1 Kimberton, Penna. 19442 215-933-4982 or 933 -3600 

VICTORY TO UNITA IN ANGOLAB wording plus guerilla 
graphic. Highest quality multi-color impact resistant moulded 
plastic badge or key ring (specify). $3.98 each. plus $1.50 p&h 
for first unit : 75 cents each thereafter. MONEY BACK 
GUARANTEE. Send bank dratt or cast to: JOH MARTIN, PO 
Bo\< 2501, Rivonia, 2128 SOUTH AFRICA. (112) 

Tigresse Publications, Inc ... . ... 113 
US Cavalry Store . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 19 
US Tech . .... . ................ 102 
Universal Military, Inc .. ........ . 114 
Update Art, Inc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 17 
Valley Surplus ....... ... ....... 113 
Valor Sports .. . ..... .. .... . .... 108 

SUPPLY LOCKER 
Atlanta Sportswear . ...... ..... . 119 
Creative Horizons ... .. ...... .. . 11 7 
Devil's Brigade . .. ....... . ..... 118 
Dragon Supply House .... ... ... 120 
Eden Press ... ... . ..... .... ... 119 
Excalibur Enterprises ........... 121 
Executive Protection Products 

Plus ....... . ........... . .... 118 
Feather Enterprises ........... . 120 
Foster-Trent, Inc ............... 120 
Global School of Investigations .. 121 
Great Lakes Distributing .. .. . ... 116 
Jimmy Lile Knives ......... . .. . . 119 
L. Baker & Sons . ... . ........ .. 118 
Legendary Arms Corporation . ... 119 
Lifeknife ...... .... . . ........ . . 117 
Looking Class Studio . ... ... .... 116 
Loompanics Unlimited .. .. . . 120, 121 
LRRP Security Services, Inc .. ... 119 
M&M Surplus ..... ... ... .. .... . 123 
Matthews Police Supply . ....... 117 
M 11 Corporation .... ............ 11 6 
North American School of 

Firearms .. ... ............... 117 
Numrich Arms Corporation ...... 117 
Outdoor Outfitters ... . . ....... . . 117 
RP Knives .......... .. ....... . 116 
Razor's Edge . . ..... . ...... . ... 119 
Sin Loi Productions ............ 116 
SOF Exchange .... . ..... ...... 116 
Spartan Supply Co., Inc . .... .. .. 120 
Surplus .... . . ................ . 119 
Survival Books ........ . ...... . 118 
Texas Outfitters ....... . ....... . 118 
Bob Troutt ......... ... ........ 117 
USI Corporation .... ... . ....... 118 
Westbury Sales, Inc ..... . ...... 121 

FREE CATALOG! Army Navy Surplus. collectable WWII 
items, Nazi regalia, medals, flags, weapons. Send 4 - 22-cent 
stamps postage : AMMO DUMP, 2607 Hennepin , No. 430, 
Minneapolis, MN 55408. (111) 

BEHIND THE LINES! Your classified ad in Military Exchange 
will find those hard to reach buyers, sellers, and traders of 
militaria! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO Box 693, Dept. 
SF-1 , Boulder. CO 80306. (114-T/O) 

SECRET MAILBOX! Confidential, dependable mail receiving 
and forwarding. Write POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111. (112) 

SILENT FIREPOWER: Most complete crossbow catalog 
available. $1. Martial Arts. Special Weapons & Survival Aids. 
M&M ENTERPRISES, Box 64 . Dept. SOF. Island Lake, IL 
60042. (109-tc) 

STAND IN THE DOOR! And be prepared to buy, sell or trade 
your militaria ASAP when you advertise in The Military Ex· 
change! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO Box 693, Dept. 
SF-1, Boulder, CO 80306. (114· TIO) 
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• ERITREAN PEOPLE'S LIBERA­
TION FRONT - A little-known con­
flict has been raging on in Africa for 
over 25 years. Yet the bleeding and 
dying are done in the shadows of 
worldwide indifference. SOF goes 
out with the guerrillas to view first­
hand Eritrea's civil war against the 
despotic government of Ethiopia's 
Colonel Mengistu Haile Mariam. 
• INSURGENCY IN SRI LANKA -
The island of Sri Lanka (formerly 
Ceyl0n), 22 miles off the southern 
coast of India, is involved in a brutal 
and misunderstood war. The Marxist 
guerrillas, whose ranks are drawn 
from the country's largest minority­
the Tamils - are pitted against the 
predominately Sinhalese govern­
ment forces. Tom Marks goes out 
with the troops - lying in ambush 
positions and trudging for miles on 
patrols to get the story for SOF. 

• LEBANESE AIRBORNE - The 
101 Parachute Company was 
formed in March 1984 with the role of 
working behind enemy lines on long­
range recon patrols, raiding enemy 
garrisons, and destroying vi tal 
bridges and communication assets. 
They carry on operations in the tradi­
tional Ranger role. But their actual 
para infiltration skills have yet to be 
tested. Operations have been by foot 
due to lack of suitable DZs .in the 
mountainous terrain of Christian 
Lebanon. 
•TESTS & EVALUATIONS -
SIGARMS, Inc. has just released a 
new version of its SIG-Sauer P220 
.45 ACP pistol with an improved 
magazine release. But will Peter 
Kokalis pack this " new and im­
proved" pistol? Don't miss this re­
view in the February '87 Soldier of 
Fortune - on sale January 13. ~ 

JANUARY 87 



Retai I store 4609 MENAUL NE ALBUQUERQUE, N.M. 87110 . 10-5:30 M-F 10-2 Sat 

LEATHERMAN TOOL HIP HUGGER KNIGHT 

Nylon pouch 

CHOATE FOLDERS 
BLACK ZVTEI: PLASTIC .--=:n 

--~--
10-22 
MINl-14 

$67.95 

RIFLE 
PLEASE SPECIFY 

30 CAL. CARBINE 
30 CAL. UNIVERSAL 

~~i!!!IJ;;~aiii'.'.~iimi==• CHOATE I q SIDE F0

1

:DER $74.00 
SHOTGUN 870 
WITH MOSS 500 
FOREND WIN 1200 

PLEASE SPECIFY S8lN 3ooo 

7201 AVENIDA LA COSTA NE • ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87109 
4609 MENAUL NE • ALBUQUERQUE • NM 87110 

PHONE ORDERING INFORMATION & QUESTIONS 

505/884-8822 • 
FOR UPS DELIVERY COST 

for all orden th lpped in U.S., tj"\\~ 
iu terrilorle'I, POUe$, ioni. \l1 

Order• up to 110.00 add - $2.00 . 

Ord•n I 10.01 to $30.00 add $3.00 

Orders 130.01 to $150 .00 add .... 00 

LIGHT SYSTEM 

·12.95 
Wiii not harm gun finish. 
Available for most service revolvers. 
No alterations to gun. Fits all mini type lights. 

R or L Hand Specify model & make of rev. 

CHOATE 

TOP FOLDERS 

'f?m 'll'!~':.o STE:L 
WIN 1200 $69.95 
MOSS 500 PLEASE SPECIFY 

CHOATE ~~~Jili~~522 

g~~:~~g: AA·7 
MARLIN9MM 
CAMP CARBINE 
JOCAL. 

UNIVERSAL 

LITE MOUNT $15.95 30J~ .. ~~~RN 
30CAL. 

MILITARY 

STREAMLIGHT JR. W/BATTERIES $999 

ti;i;i~P~R 
39.95 

Battery & 
Charger 

VINYL CASE s5 $14.95 

CHOATE 

PISTOL GRIP STOCKS 
BLACK ZVTEL: PLASTIC 

jl 
RIFLE 

J't 

PLEASE SPECIFY 

SPAS /BENELL! s&O 

CHOATE 

SHOTGUN FORENDS 

I 111111111111 I 
FORENDS FOR: 
REM 870, M38, MOSS 500, WIN 
1200, RANGER 120, S&W 3000, 
HI-STD $9.95 

Or~r• $50.01 to $100.00 add$5.00 

Orden over $100.01 add_ 17.50 auARr:.!',~~STER TOLL FREE 
BLA$K5LL CAP 1-800-552-0070 

··sH01au•s DOwl EXT. 543 

AMERICAN MADE 
XR·5000 "STUN GUN" 

"'°.ooovoLrsoF $69.95 Unit 
, STU NN ING POWER 

ff ~7£':f?:Zfifr5 1100 REMINGTON S2Q 
PLEASE SPECIFY 

SURE FIRE TACTICAL LIGHT 
Now with 
pressure 
switch 

CATALOG U •REFUNDABLE WITllfl;fl NllOfft:lSI 

NYLON CASE S12.95 
ON FIRST ORDER O ISCRIM INATE "" 

CATALOG INCLUDED WITH ORDERS 
ORDERS ONLY 

.. 7 -
A BRASS CATCHERS 

AR·15/M·16 
MINl·14 

STERLING AK-47/AKMIAKS 
H&K94/MP·5 
H&K 91193 
UZI 
UZI PISTOL 

MINl·14 RANCH 
.30 CARBINE 
LINDA 
(WILKINSON) 

REM-1100 $ 2 4.95 S&W·1000 
MAC10 
MAC 1119 REM MOD 4(74 
MAC 11 .45AUTO 

CHOATE SHOTGUN PISTOL GRIPS 

~~~.El~:~;\:r MO!i~·!5 
REM 870, WIN 1200 HI-STD 

THE SAS SYSTEM ••• BY EAGLE 

IN USE BY DOE SWAT ACADEMY CTA 

SAS Holster Mk Ill 
~es vour wupen out of cne way of Oodv ¥­
mor. rJppel!lng ;ear. ~ MIC eauloment. vet 
ins~nttv ~ce,siOle. Mlcl l o"ers lmproveo oe11 
~no!!' , wio!I', e~tkizeo le; straos. and tnumo 
oreal( wltn securltv scrao. POucn for ma;azlne 
or1c:n11eon froncofno111er. 1nusenatlO(IW•Oe 
w1tn Feoeral, state. ano local aoencv tactic.ill 
teams Bl.Kl( nylon coroura, left· or rlgnt· 
~noeo sottlfv wuoon. $49.95 

Belt Mag Pouch 
POucnei oescrloea a1xive .ivai1:io1e wltnout 1eg 
n.:irnen. forconvenUonalOettcarrvontv.ovc1 
teeoers or 1000s soeclfv SMC or M-16 

mooet $29.95 

SAS Mag Pouch 
Carrv magarines for your prlmarv weapon on 
tne uooer cnlgn. OOOOSlte your SAS-notuereo 
nanogun suspension IOenclcal to Mk 11 SAS 
no1uer SMC mooet carries 3 uz1 or MPS mi19f, 
M-16 moael carries 2 JO.rO mags. POckets close 
w11naulckre1easefas1exouc1i:1e. scraoscan oe 
removea. ana ooucn securestoOelt w11n c.1 
~eeoers or ov Inserting oett cnrougn 10001 
Slac k nvlon cordura soecHv SMG or 
M·16 $49.95 

WILSON COMBAT ACCESSORIES 
FOR .45 PISTOLS 

ITEM RETAIL 
#1 Compelilion Match Trigger llong Adjustable)--15.95 
#28 Shok·Butt Bulle" only (pks ol 6) lor use wilh 

S-8 spring 5.95 
#30 Wilson Combal High Visibillly Combat Sighls 

w/3 Doi Syslem 32 .00 
H6 Wilson Combat Extended Thumb Safety 

(Blue or Stainless) 23.50 
H7 Wilson Combat Extended Slide Release 

IBlue or Slainless) 24.50 
#9 Wilson Combal Commander Style Hammer. 

4140 Sleel 21 .95 
#9S Wilson Combal Commander Slyle Hammer, 

416Stainless 23.95 
#11 Heavy Duly Recoil Spring Kil 

(GovUGC) or Comm.) 6.95 
#12 Wilson·Owyer uroup·Gripper" Kit (Govl/GC) -- 22.95 
H12C Wilson·Dwyer uroup·Gripper" Kit IComm) -- 27.95 
#34 Wilson Combat Exlended Combal Ejector--- 19.95 
#47 Wilson Rogers .45 Match Magazine 7 RD -

Stainless 21.95 
H61 Wilson Combal 1Jetuxe· High Visibility 

Combal Sights 35.00 
H66 Wilson Combat Beavertail Grip Safety 

(Blue or Stainless) 19.95 

THE ARMSON COMBAT GUNSIGHT 
USES RADIO ACTIVE TRITIUM 

NEEDS NO BATTERIES STANDARD . . . .. . 152.00 
AR·15 .. 
MINl·14 . . . 
GALIL .. . 

. 180.00 
..... .. 180.00 

........ 192.00 
REM 870·1100·126A . .. 192.00 
H&K 91, 93 . . . 

~gi :J~t~~~6~ 1~~~THT UZI/MINI.UZI . 
NOT A LASER SIGHT FN-FAL . 

..... 212.00 
.212.00 
. 224.00 

A true mil - spec combat sight from South Africa 

REQUIRES NO 
GUNSMITHING 
MODIFICATION FITS: 1911 .45 

BERETTA 92 

Extra batteries $6.95 
$79.95 
WITH BATTERIES 

Now available for 
Rem 870 w/ forend 99.95 

EXTENSION BUTT 

==i 
PLATE 

$15 
MINH4 
AR·15 

H&K 24.95 PLEASE SPECIFY 

10/ 22 - 44 MAG 
RIFLE No. 3 

H & K ACCESSORIES 

FACTORY MAGAZINES 

CHOATE FOLDER 
HK 91-$80 

HK-91 20·rCI ------------ 22.00 
HK·93 25-ra 23.00 
HK-911 30-ra 23.00 

FACTORY MAGAZINE CLAMPS------- 27.00 
!HOLDS TWO MAGAZINES! 

HK-9 1 93 or 91l 1soec1fv1 

SCOPE MOUNTS 
HK9 1 93 c1aw-1ock snao -on w t 30mm rings --- 253.00 

ADDITIONAL 4.CCESSORIES 
HK 91 93 g.a weo shng. muln-ouroose ---- 26.00 
HK 91 93 Sl lmhne Forearm !soec1fv1 38.00 
HK 911 w1a e forearm 45.00 
HK 91 93 carrv1ng nandle 17.00 
HI( 1 1 93 ugnr OIOOCI 110.00 
HK 91 193 1911 Signe aC11usrmem rool 23.00 

NEW NON SLIP RUBBER PAD solid stack only S10 
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The _gendary .A. . 
From its beginnings as the Special 
Air Service, to its rise as one of the 
world's most elite fighting forces, the 
S.A.S. Commando symbolizes the 
dedication to freedom that is shared 
by their American brothers, the U.S. 
Special Forces. Whether in antiter­
rorism, intelligence, or behind enemy 
lines, the British S.A.S. know that he 
"Who Dares Wins". 

The Original 
You have seen or heard of the famed 
Sykes-Fairbairn British Commando 
Knife, not the imitations that you may 
have seen advertised. This is the 
original. Cold, black, 440 stainless 
steel. Razor edged. Swift and silent. 
From the craftworks of Sheffield, Eng­
land, and bound for glory to the far 
corners of the earth in the hands of 
men who dared. This issue is all that 
and much mbre. 

Honc1ring That Man 
This special limited edition of that fa­
mous knife was created and hand-

crafted in Sheffield to commemorate 
those in the S.A.S. who through their 
valor and bravery defended our way 
of life. The man that received it dared 
to prove himself in action in Her 
Majesty's Service. 

h"s ~cia Is 1e 
This special issues features the 
genuine gleaming brass badge of the 
S.A.S. which includes the historical 
S.A.S. motto "Who Dares Wins". Only 
this special limited edition is in the 
original polished wood presentation 
case which features the solid brass 
plaque engraved with the words: 
S.A.S. Limited Edition Commemora­
tive "Who Dares Wins". 

Only 1,0 vaila e 
Unfortunately, the Edge Company 
was able to acquire only 1,000 of this 
special commemorative ed'tion for 
sale to the general public. On the 
guard of each knife is stamped the 
numbers of the knife from "2 of 1,000" 
to "999 of 1,000''. Numbers 1 and 
1,000 will be kept in the Edge Corr:i-

pany collection and will not be sold. 
The guard is also stamped "S.A.S. 
Limited Issue. Sheffield, England''. 

Acquiring This Issue 
To acquire this truly collectible S.A.S. 
edition of the famed British Com­
mando knife, please respond early. 
The price is $120.00 and includes the 
knife, individually numbered, and in 
its red lined wooden presentation 
case. Also included Is the original 
leather ''frog sheath" should you ever 
wish to actually carry the knife. 

Simply mail your payment to: 

THE EDGE COMPANY 
POBOX82tJ 
BRATTLEBORO, VT 05301 

To Order By Credit Card: 
Call 1 -800-445-1021 

Limit: One knife per order. Orders re­
ceived after issue is sold out will be 
returned. 
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