




































































































































































some old soldier’s doggerel: The grand old
Duke of York, He had 10 thousand men; He
marched them to the top of the hill, Then he
marched them down again.

The old duke no doubt would have loved
Morazan Province. The geography there
would keep him (or more properly, his men)
busy for years and years. In several days of
firefights, civic action programs and the
destruction of enemy camps — always on
the move — we climbed only a few of the
thousands of hills and mountains in the re-
gion. Even the Salvo troopies, widely re-
garded for their marching stamina, began to
show signs of fatigue.

‘It was mainly pride that kept me
going,”’ Jordan later acknowledged, ‘‘that
and a healthy respect for what might happen
to a gringo alone in these unfriendly hills if
he got left behind.””

The next two days were grueling ones:
walking, walking, occasional brief enemy
contact, stopping to burn abandoned guer-
rilla camps; walking, walking, regularly
radioing for the evacuation of mine victims,
our slow progress further complicated by a
growing number of meningitis cases in the
ranks. Finally one morning the Arce Battal-
ion reached our objective, a sizable ville
called Perquin. We fell out for a breather.
Our relief was tempered with caution.

The FMLN had touted Perquin as one of
their ‘‘liberated’’ towns. ‘‘Liberated’’ in

AUGUST 86

communist guerrilla parlance meant that
Perquin — like Terola — was in an ad-
vanced state of decay.

Perquin’s once-thriving lumber industry
now can’t even turn out toothpicks because
communist insurgents destroyed electrical
lines bringing power to the region. A once
profitable agricultural region is now made
up of scattered farms which barely feed the
families that till the soil. Roads are unsafe
for travel because of guerrilla mines and
ambushes. But even with electricity and
good transportation, there’s no place to sell
goods because free markets in places like
Perquin and Terola have disappeared in a
guerrilla-imposed Marxist economy. Most
civilian doctors left, intimidated by the Gs
and their mistrust of professionals as ‘‘rich
intellectuals.”’ The few surplus crops pro-
duced are confiscated by the guerrillas
along with any money the villagers manage
to make, stolen from them by the Gs as
“‘war taxes.’’

Small wonder the 300 or so die-hards
who refused to leave Perquin were happy to
see us. Some even acted festive when they
learned that a field medical clinic would be
set up the following day. But what really
struck a tender note in the midst of such
destruction and deprivation was their gener-
osity toward the soldiers. As the weary
grunts began preparing field rations, they
were offered tortillas and fruit from the
villagers’ meager cupboards. When the
government has enough troops to garrison
far-flung towns like Perquin, they will be
welcomed.

A surprise was in store for the villagers:
Gallons and gallons of paint and many
brushes were delivered by helicopter. We
passed them out to villagers, who before we
finally left had painted almost every build-
ing, including all the walls with anti-
government and Marxist slogans. A fairly
complete census was taken and one of the
Arce commanders chatted informally with a
few town leaders about Perquin’s immedi-
ate problems and some short- and long-term
solutions.

That night was a blessedly quiet one. The
morning stillness went uninterrupted until
the dusty arrival of several Huey helicopters
bearing equipment, supplies and several of
the government’s civic action specialists,
including doctors, nurses and sanitation ex-
perts. Also arriving later in the morning
were other personnel associated with Sol-
dier of Fortune, including the magazine’s
contributing editor for paramedic opera-
tions, Dr. John Peters, and Tom Reisinger,
a former Green Beret paramedic in Vietnam
and president of Refugee Relief Internation-
al Inc.

A public address system was set up as the
villagers and other campesinos from out-
lying farms began to organize into groups.
Music and an occasional speech provided a
backdrop as folks lined up for medical ex-
aminations, treatment and medicine. An
easy, relaxed atmosphere — almost carni-
val — pervaded the town square as locals
visited with each other without fear and

provided for long-neglected needs.

Jordan was taking down some of this
local color in his notebook, his mind drift-
ing back over the last few days of the
arduous march, when his body reflexes took
over uncontrollably. The notebook and pen
flew from his hands at the explosion of the
first incoming mortar round as the combat
vet dove for cover.

Not until he was safe behind a wall did his
mind take over again. He glanced cautious-
ly over the wall to assess the situation. The
enemy fire apparently was ineffectual, pass-
ing overhead and falling outside the village
perimeter.

But the noise level increased a notch or
two as our guys cranked up the return fire.
The Gs reverted to small arms, apparently
beginning to fall back. The attack was more
of an annoyance than a real threat. After
about 10 minutes obviously bored villagers,
who’d seen much worse, emerged from
their hiding places and congregated in the
village church. Government troops moved
out to pursue the communist insurgents. As
gunfire drew farther away, someone picked
up the PA microphone and began shouting
taunts at the guerrillas as the pop and sputter
of automatic weapons fire faded into the
hills.

By then, the lines had formed again and
the civic action program resumed as if noth-
ing had happened. Locals began chatting
again, barely mentioning the incident ex-
cept to joke about the Gs being eager to
upset the government’s good works and
being mad because they were unable to do
so. Before we left, every single civilian
received a medical exam and necessary
treatment. Our coming was welcomed,
although it indirectly was a collective re-
minder to Perquin’s citizens of how miser-
able their standard of living had become
under domination by the FMLN. Their
happiness was tempered by the knowledge
that the guerrillas would reoccupy Perquin
within hours of our departure. But their
hopes no doubt were buoyed by the thought
that the government troops obviously could
come back into Perquin whenever they
wanted. Surely they wished for that return
to be sooner rather later.

As we formed up one morning at the edge
of town for the long march back to where
trucks could safely retrieve us, Jordan asked
Arce’s S-3 about the status of meningitis
cases in the ranks. ‘“So far there are 24,”’ he
said, ‘‘but some cases may be malaria.’’

We were thankful to reach Arce’s bar-
racks without further enemy contact or mine
explosions. The down side of being home
was 35 confirmed cases of meningitis, three
of them fatal. Instead of leave, the entire
battalion faced quarantine to their quarters
until the disease had run its course. After a
few days, however, they were released for
garrison duty and in some lucky cases R&R.

But our job — to frain fire-team patrols
— was just beginning. Despite the rigors of
Operation Carlos, our hardest work — and
that of the Salvadoran troops — still lay
ahead. R
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Lachhiman Gurung, a rifleman in the
Fourth Battalion, 88th Gurkha Rifles, was
in a forward trench on the night of 13 May
1945 when the Japanese attacked his com-
pany’s position. The two men with Lachhi-
man were wounded almost immediately in
the barrage of grenades. Lachhiman threw
back two grenades. A third exploded in his
hand, blowing off his fingers, shattering his
right arm, and severely wounding him in the
face, legs and body. He fought on for four
hours, firing and even reloading his rifle
with his left hand. Daylight disclosed 31
dead Japanese in front of his position.

The youngest recipient of the Victoria
Cross was Boy (First Class) John Travers
Cornwell. Cornwell was born 8 January
1900, and died 2 June 1916 during the Bat-
tle of Jutland. A sight setter and com-
munications number in a gun crew, ‘‘he was
mortally wounded early in the action. He
nevertheless stood alone at a most exposed
post, quietly awaiting orders till the end of
the action with the gun crew dead and
wounded all round him.”’

Private Robert Ryder, 12th Battalion, the
Middlesex Regiment, was awarded the Vic-
toria Cross ‘‘for most conspicuous bravery
and initiative during the Battle of Thiepval
Ridge, 26-28 September 1916, part of the
final phase of fighting on the Somme while
attacking enemy lines, his company was
held up by heavy rifle fire and all the offi-
cers in charge were wounded. Due to lack of
leadership the attack was showing signs of
collapse when Pvt. Ryder made a solitary
assault on the enemy trench, which, with
the aid of a Lewis gun, he managed to put
out of action. This feat not only made possi-
ble but also greatly inspired the subsequent
advance of his comrades.’” -

Captain Billy Bishop won a Victoria
Cross without any friendly witnesses when
he attacked a German aerodrome and shot
down three planes one by one as they rose to
defend the aerodrome. The normal require-
ment for witnesses was waived — since
Bishop shot down 72 German aircraft, his
valor was not in doubt.

During WWII, only one RAF fighter
pilot won the Victoria Cross — James Brad-
ley Nicolson on 10 November 1940. Con-
sidering the massive air battles which took
place during the Battle of Britain, this seems
slight. But only one U.S. pilot received a
Congressional Medal of Honor in the Euro-
pean Theater of Operations.

Other interesting battles which resulted in
the’awarding of Victoria Crosses were the
famous midget submarine raid at Kaa Fjord,
Norway, on 22 September 1943 which re-
sulted in two Victoria Crosses; the St.
Nazaire commando raid on Normandy
docks 27 March 1942 which resulted in five
Victoria Crosses, and one to Wing Com-
mander Guy Penrose Gibson during the 617
Squadron’s ‘‘Dam Busters’’ raid on Mohne
and Eder dams, 16-17 May 1943.

Two Victoria Crosses were given to
members of the Gloucestershire Regiment
for action at the Imjin River, Korea, 22-23
April 1951. The first went to Lieutenant
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Colonel James Power Carne, DSO, 1st
Battalion commanding officer.
‘‘Following a series of heavy enemy
attacks during which Lieutenant' Colonel
Carne personally led assault parties in re-
pulsing the attackers, the Glosters were
completely cut off from the rest of their
brigade. When it became apparent that his
battalion could not be relieved he organized
it into small officer-led parties which then
broke out. Lieutenant Colonel Carne him-
self was in charge of such a party but was
captured within 24 hours. Throughout cap-
tivity he set an outstanding personal exam-
ple of dignity and conduct to the other pris-
oners during a particularly difficult

peri K1

Each cross was
struck from the
bronze of two
Russian cannons
captured at the
Siege of Sebastopol
in 1854.

The other Victoria Cross, one of two
posthumous Victoria Crosses awarded dur-
ing the Korean war, went to one of the
platoon leaders of the Gloucestershire Reg-
iment, 1st Lieutenant Phillip Kenneth Ed-
ward Curtis. His platoon was ordered to
carry out a counterattack to dislodge the
enemy from their foothold on ‘‘Castle
Hill,”’ near the Imjin River. Enemy rein-
forcements were called up, and fierce fight-
ing developed at close quarters. Lieutenant
Curtis, under covering fire, rushed the posi-
tion but was severely wounded by a gre-
nade. Despite attempts to hold him back, he
recovered and rushed forward again but was
killed by a burst of fire when within a few
yards of his objective. The unit also re-
ceived a Presidential Unit Citation from the
president of the United States.

The Victoria Cross was awarded four
times during the Vietnam War, to Austra-
lians. The first was to Warrant Officer II
Kevin Arthur Wheatly in Tra Bong Valley,
Quang Ngai Province, 13 November 1965.

‘‘Warrant Officer Wheatly was in action
with a company of South Vietnamese CIDG
together with a fellow Australian, Warrant
Officer R. J. Scranton. The company came
under heavy attack from a Viet Cong force,
and during this action WO Scranton was
mortally wounded. Helped by a Vietnamese
soldier, Wheatly dragged and carried the
wounded man 200 yards to the shelter of
some trees. Although the Vietnamese sol-
diers with him implored him to leave, he
refused and was seen to pull the pins from
two grenades and calmly await the advanc-

ing Viet Cong. Two explosions were heard,
followed by a burst of fire. The bodies of the
two Australians were recovered the next
day, both having been killed by small-arms
fire.”’

The last was awarded to Warrant Officer
Keith Payne on 24 May 1969 for showing
outstanding courage in holding off NVA
attacks under hazardous conditions and for
going out alone to gather in scattered units.

The last two Victoria Crosses were won
in the Falklands. Lieutenant Colonel Her-
bert Jones was commander of 2nd Battalion
of the Parachute Regiment. ‘‘On 28 May
1982 2 Para attacked Argentine positions
around the settlements of Darwin and Goose
Green. Just south of Darwin 2 Para were
held up by an enemy trench system on a
ridge. They sustained casualties, and the
attack was in danger of faltering. ‘H’ Jones
led his reconnaissance group to the forefront
of the action where it became clear that the
attack might fail unless desperate measures
were taken immediately. Seizing a Sterling
submachine gun, he called on those around
him and charged the nearest position with
total disregard for his own safety. His uphill
attack exposed him to fire from several
trenches. Near the crest he was seen to fall
and roll back downhill but immediately
picked himself up and charged once more,
seemingly oblivious to the intense fire that
was aimed at him. Almost on his objective,
he fell mortally wounded. Soon after, one of
his companies attacked the enemy who
quickly surrendered, their will to fight com-
pletely undermined by Col. Jones’
courageous assault. The momentum of the
attack was rapidly regained. Darwin and
Goose Green were liberated. The battalion
released the local inhabitants unharmed and
captured some 1,200 Argentine soldiers.”’

The last Victoria Cross was won by
Sergeant Ian McKay, 3rd Battalion, the Par-
achute Regiment, on 11 December 1982.
During a silent attack on Mount Longdon
his commanding officer was hit by a bullet
in the leg. McKay took three men, broke,
and charged the enemy position. His cor-
poral was wounded, a private killed, and
another wounded. McKay continued to
charge alone. On reaching the enemy posi-
tion he dispatched the enemy with grenades,
relieving beleaguered 4 and 5 platoons, now
able to deploy with safety. Sergeant
McKay, however, was killed at the moment
of victory.

The Victoria Cross, Britain’s highest
military award for conspicuous valor, was
often given for spur of the moment charges.
But more often, they were given for deliber-
ate, calculated sacrifice, to men who altered
the course of the battle. ““The Victoria
Cross takes precedence over all other orders
and decorations,’’ the warrant states. The
wearer of the red ribbon and the bronze
Maltese cross has won the highest award his
country can give for an act of valor in com-
bat with the enemy.

The author wishes to thank the Imperial
War Museum, London, for its cooperation
in preparing this article. &
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AGM-88 HARM & AGM-45 Shrike: The AGM-88 HARM
air-launched high-speed anti-radiation missile was developed,
according to the Navy, “to destroy or suppress enemy electronic
emitters, especially those associated with radar sites used to

direct anti-aircraft guns and surface-to-air missiles.” The HARM is

evolved from and is intended to replace the AGM-45 Shrike and

AGM-78 Standard ARM missiles, complementary shorter- and
longer-ranged air-launched anti-radiation missiles of older design.
The Navy received the first production HARM in 1983; the Shrike
and the Standard ARM date from the Vietnam War.

The aerodynamically steered, solid-propellant HARM is 13.7 feet
long and weighs approximately 800 pounds at faunch. The
HARM'’s passive-homing, microwave radiation-seeking guidance

U.S. OPERATIONS AGAINST LIBYA
14 APRIL 1986

Editor’s Note: The following is the official chronology of
events with supporting information released by the Depari-

ment of Defense.

CHRONOLOGY
14 April 1986

12:13 p.m. EST — 28 KC-10/KC-135s commenced depar-

ture from RAF Fairford and RAF Mildenhall.

12:36 p.m. — 24 F-111s commenced departure from RAF
Lakenheath and five EF-111s sortied from RAF Heyford.
Four silent refuelings conducted en route to the target area.

(Note: The above totals include spare aircraft.)

5:20-6:20 p.m. — USS Coral Sea launched eight A-6E

strike and six F/A-18 strike support aircraft..

5:45-6:15 p.m. — USS America launched six A-6E strike

and six A-7 strike support aircraft.

6:54 p.m. — Commenced ECM [electronics countermeas-
ures] with EF-111s and SAM [surface-to-air missile] sup-

pression with A-7s and F/A-18s.

7:00 p.m. — Commenced simultaneous attacks on Benina
airfield and the Benghazi military barracks with 12 A-6Es
and the Aziziya barracks (Tripoli) and the Sidi Bilal terrorist

training camp with eight F-111s.

7:06-7:11 p.m.— Five F-111s conducted an attack on the

Tripoli military airport, the final target.

7:13 p.m. — All Navy strike aircraft confirmed “feet wet”
(i.e., over the ocean, away from the Libyan land mass).

Unable to confirm all USAF aircraft “feet wet.”

7:15 p.m. — SAR [search and rescue] forces alerted to

search for possible missing aircraft.
7:46 p.m. — Coral Sea strike aircraft back on deck.

7:53 p.m. — America strike and primary support aircraft

back on deck.

8:14 p.m. — First return refueling confirms one F-111

missing.

10:16 p.m. — One F-111 returning to UK diverted to Rota,

Spain, with overheated engine.

11:24 p.m. — Diverted F-111 reported safe on deck at

Rota.
15 April 1986

3:10 a.m. — All aircraft (less the one F-111 reported miss-
ing and the diverted F-111 in Rota) reported safe ondeck in

the UK.
10:00 p.m. — SAR effort terminated. Negative resuilt.
16 April 1986

5:01 p.m.— F-111 which had diverted to Spain returned to

RAF Lakenheath.
AIRCRAFT STATISTICS

USAF Tanker Support Aircraft — 28 KC-10s and KC-
135s, launched from RAF Fairford and RAF Mildenhall.
(The original plan had called for 30 but only 28 were

needed and only 28 were used.)
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USAF ECM Aircraft — Five EF-111s, launched from RAF
Heyford. (Only three of these took part in the attack; one
returned to Great Britain with the F-111F airborne spares
cited below, and the other was held in reserve for use if
needed.)
USAF Strike Aircraft — 24 F-111Fs, launched from RAF
Lakenheath. (Six of these were airborne spares which
returned to base as planned after their initial refueling. The
other 18 continued on; 13 of these attacked targets as
designated in the chronology and five aborted.)
USN Strike Aircraft — 14 A-6Es, launched from the USS
America (six aircraft) and USS Coral Sea (eight aircraft).
(Twelve of these attacked targets as designated in the
chronology and two aborted.)
USN SAM Suppression Aircraft — 12 A-7s and F/A-1 Bs,
launched from the USS America (six A-7s) and USS Coral
Sea (six F/A-18s). (All of these attacked targets as desig-
nated in the chronology.)
AIRCRAFT ABORTS
KC-10/KC-135 Tanker Support Aircraft
No aborts
EF-111 ECM Aircraft
No aborts
A-7 & F/A-18 SAM Suppression Aircraft
No aborts
F-111F Strike Aircraft
Five aborts,* three systems degradation and two cause not
reported
A-6E Strike Aircraft
Two aborts,* cause not reported
(*Note: Pilots were directed in advance to abort if any
system was not working properly before they reached their
assigned target areas.)
MUNITIONS EXPENDED
F-111F Strike Aircraft
2,000-pound laser-guided bombs
500-pound high-drag gravity bombs
A-6E Strike Aircraft
500-pound gravity bombs
750-pound gravity bombs
A-7 & F/A-18 SAM Suppression Aircraft
HARM missiles
Shrike missiles
TARGETS
Al Azizlya barracks in Tripoli — Main headquarters of
Libyan planning and direction of its terrorists attacks over-
seas.
Al Jamahiriya barracks in Benghazi —
mand post to the Al Aziziya barracks.
Sidi Bilal port facility — Training base for Libyan com-
mandos.
Military side of Tripoli airport — 1I-76 aircraft transport
military and subversive material around the world.
Benina military airfield — Military suppressnon target,
home base for military and subversive material in the war
against Chad.

Alternate com-

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 87
















































SOF Correspondent
Reports from
Grou‘nd Zero

by Elizabeth O. Colton

T was strangely quiet in Libya the day before the U.S.

raid. It didn’t seem like a country bracing itself for attack.
Yet this time many sensed that the American president
would carry out his threats to do something tough to put
the Libyan leader in his place. The whole world had once
again turned its focus upon Libya.

There were 87 of us foreign newspeople, mostly
Americans and British, in Libya to cover the attack on
Monday night of 14 April. We were staying in Tripoli's best
hotel, the Al-Kabir (The Grand), on the waterfront in
downtown Tripoli overlooking the capital’'s commercial and
naval port. The view from the rear opened on the
sprawling Libyan capital. | was there, on-scene in Tripoli,
the night when America’s military bombed Libya.

The Libyan capital that Monday, 14 April, exhibited an
unreal sense of calm. City streets were busy. There were
no checkpoints along the highways. The old bazaar behind
the historic fort was bustling with buyers and sellers.
Downtown pedestrians strolled along the sunny sidewalks.
Men and women chatted in coffee shops.

Just under the surface there was distinct nervousness
about what might happen next. Said one young Libyan
woman, “We just hope if President Reagan strikes, he
won't aim for our civilian areas.” Many Libyans, especially
the more informed government officials, admitted they
were worried by reports that ships of the U.S. Navy's Sixth
Fleet were steaming back toward their shores.

Over the weekend Colonel Khadaffi had threatened to
begin moving foreign oil workers, including the
approximately 800 to 1,000 Americans still in Libya, onto
Libyan army camps believed to be targeted by the U.S.
military. But there had been no confirmation that any such
enforced moves had begun. However, there were reports
that fuel and other military supplies were being transferred
from Libyan bases for temporary storage at oil and

construction sites where many foreigners worked and lived.

" A missile launched from the shores of Tripoli lights up the
town before impact. Photo: AP/Wide World

ON THE GROUND IN TRIPOLI

Elizabeth Colton knows Libya. Off and on for the past five
years she has reported from Tripoli on events that have
shaped U.S. relations with Libya for major news services
including ABC News, The Washington Post, the San Fran-
cisco Examiner and USA Today. Colton was on the ground
in Libya in August 1981 when American F-14s shot down
two attacking Libyan SU-22s and her experience led her
back to Libya before the 14 April bombing of Tripoli and
Benghazi. '
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The only major sign of preparation inside the
government was the report that hospitals throughout Libya
were put on a 24-hour emergency alert. According to
foreign nurses in Tripoli and Benghazi hospitals, enormous
quantities of medicine, blood and plasma had been added
to existing stocks. Extra beds had been brought into
hospitals and whole sections had been set aside for
emergency wards.

That day many Libyans and diplomats in Tripoli were
thrown off guard by the EEC Foreign Ministers’ meeting in
The Hague. The European community had decided to trim
Libyan diplomatic missions in their countries, but they
refused to give any support to American military strikes
against Libya. One senior West European diplomat
remarked, “Of course, now the United States will have to
take into account public opinion in Europe. They won't
want to act completely against their allies’ wishes.” He was
soon proved wrong.

Another European diplomat was certain the U.S. would
attack. That Monday in Tripoli, he predicted, “The U.S. will
go right after Khadaffi himself. And I'm afraid, because my
house is not far away from their targets.”

Late Monday afternoon, a small pro-Khadaffi parade was
staged in downtown Tripoli. Hundreds of Libyan school
children, dressed in military uniforms, marched through the
streets into the revolutionary Green Square, conveniently
near the journalists’ hotel. It was all so tame that | went
jogging after briefly checking out the demonstration. All
seemed normal in Colonel Khadaffi's Libya.

Monday night in the Libyan capital was quiet, completely
peaceful. Tripoli's picturesque Mediterranean seafront was
ablaze with lights along the palm-lined boulevard. In the
harbor, ships of the Soviet-supplied Libyan navy were
anchored where ancient Roman fleets and later Barbary
Pirates were once moored.

It was after midnight and | had crawled into bed. All the
stories | could think of for that day were filed; | had
reported that Colonel Khadaffi’'s government appeared to
be taking some measures in preparation for a possible
attack from the Americans. Yet still at that point it was hard
for anyone in Tripoli to believe that the Americans would
actually do something.

| phoned ABC News in New York and was told that U.S.
government sources predicted Reagan would attack Libya
sometime in the next 48 hours. Then | heard from another
Washington source that a U.S. military operation against
Libya might be in process now. It really seemed
unbelievable. The night was so tranquil. | could see and
hear nothing unusual out the window, only an Arab city
with its minarets sleeping under blazing lights.

But my gut instinct was that there was something to the
tip, and I'd better stay alert. | again contacted ABC in New
York to pass on this latest bit of information. | then tried
reaching some high-level Libyans to get some reaction, but
the telephones rang unanswered in several offices and
houses. | had a strange feeling something might happen
soon.

By then it was 0100; Tuesday moming on the
Mediterranean. | couldn’t sleep so | headed out of my
room to see another reporter. He had heard similar rumors

) from his head office that an attack was imminent.

As we sat talking by his open-window on the back,
cityside of the hotel, we suddenly heard rolling, rumbling
explosions in the distance. We looked at each other in
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proved with age as the average velocity was
2.665 fps with an astounding standard de-
viation of only 12 fps.

Portuguese ammunition of 1971 vintage
(‘FNM 71-20°) is Berdan primed, but non-
corrosive. Its 198-grain FMJ boattail bullet
duplicates the German so-called s.S ball.
Propelled by 44 grains of European-type
cut-sheet flakes, this ammunition produced
an average velocity of 2,421 fps with a
standard deviation of only 12 fps.

The German ammunition produced the
best accuracy with 2.6 MOA. The 198-
grain Portuguese projectile did not fare well
in the M76 Dragunov and shot no better than
5 MOA. I had no access to the special
ammunition supposedly issued to ComBloc
snipers. Assuming it to be of match grade, [
think we could easily get the M76 down to
1.5 MOA. That would permit head shots out
to 300 meters and chest shots up to 450
meters in the hands of a moderately trained
rifleman. Most sniper kills I have observed
were made at less than 500 meters.

Testing for this report required two essen-
tial pieces of equipment: a high-quality
spotting scope and a sturdy bench. Steiner’s
24x80 military field telescope, weighing
only 44 ounces, offered exceptional clarity
and brightness. Waterproof and dust resis-
tant, it’s covered with rugged, frost resistant
NATO green rubber armor and has passed a
rugged shock vibration test. All the glass

Command Shirts

surfaces are coated against glare and ex-
treme light conditions. This 24-power tele-
scope has a field of view of 105 feet at 1,000
yards which equals two degrees. The fiber-
reinforced polycarbonate housing exhibits
negligible temperature expansion from
minus 40 C to plus 70 C. An adjustable
ocular ring permits eyeglass wearers to see
the full field of view. An objective lens will
accept an optional sunshade. A compact
Porro lens system helps hold internal light
loss to aminimum. Suggested retail price is
$599. Optional accessories are available.
For further information contact Pioneer
Marketing and Research Inc., Dept. SOF,
216 Haddon Avenue, Suite 522, Westmont,
NIJ 08108.

We used a sturdy, portable shooting
bench manufactured by Armor Metal Prod-
ucts (Dept. SOF, 2500 Phoenix Ave., Hele-
na, Montana 59604). Built like the prover-
bial brick latrine, the bench top is a massive
1Y2-inch-thick plywood unit with 10 plies
oriented in all directions, which gives out-
standing resistance to deflection throughout
the surface while keeping the weight man-
ageable. Top area dimensions are 29x43Y;
inches with an 11V2-inch inset (right- or
left-handed). The assembled bench stands
33 inches high on heavy-wall galvanized-
pipe legs. The leg mounting brackets are
heavy Yax5x5-inch steel plates with welded,
precisely angled leg sockets which are

through-bolted to the bench top. Once the
brackets have been installed, field setup is
simply a matter of screwing in the legs.

Three- and four-leg models are available.
I used the combo model, weighing 65
pounds. That’s heavy, but compared to the
flimsy portable units, it’s an acceptable
tradeoff. The three-leg model costs
$119.95, the four-leg is $129.95 and the
combo model is $139.95, and that’s not too
heavy at all for quality that locks your cross-
hairs on the target. &

GULBUDIN
HEKMATYAR

Continued from page 38

intervention troops during that invasion?
That regime has no right to represent the
nation it is fighting against!

This is just the beginning. We will try to
get all Afghan seats on all levels in all inter-
national organizations. We ask that all
Afghan embassies and consulates in all
friendly countries be given to the Afghan
mujahideen.

SOF: The United States now recognizes
the Karmal regime. How do you feel about
that?

1) UZl Does It 4) I'd Rather be Killing Terrorists!\
2} Get Kaddafi...WASTE 'EM NOW! 5) Feeling Mean...Like A U.S. Marine
3) Hey Moscow—1Up Yours 6) Death Before Dishonor
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.. o Item {Shippin

Size Item Description Quant. | pi. Hande;ingg Subtotal

Ordering Information: Subtotal

Please fill in the product letter and all
ordering information including
subtotals and grand total. Put your
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provided. Then send this form with
your check or money order (no cash,
please) to: COMMAND SHIRTS, 8
Woodstock Ct., Oyster Bay, NY 11771.

Add 8% tax if
delivered in N.Y.

GRAND TOTAL

These shirts are 100% cotton silk screened and olive green
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week later.

Libya's leader also has ties to Kwame
Ture’'s (a.k.a. Stokely Carmichael’s)
AAPRP, the Repubiic of New Afrika and
AIM. Khadaffi has tried to forge these
groups into a violent “revolutionary
force” to be used against the United
States, so far without much success.

While a number of American radical
groups (not always left-wing) probably
would be willing to engage in violence on
Libya's behalf, there has been little in-
dication of such activity to date. That
should change in the near future,
however.

The question of organized domestic
violence with Libyan assistance is far
from hypothetical in El Salvador, Argen-
tina, Uruguay, Chile, Colombia, Peru,
Britain, Ireland, Spain, Italy, West Ger-
many, France, Turkey, Thailand, In-
donesia, Malaysia and the Philippines.
A complete listing of all Libyan assis-
tance to over 50 terrorist and guerrilia
groups around the world is not possible
in the space we have, but a couple of
examples will suffice.

Libya has supported Ireland's self-
proclaimed Marxists of the Provisional
Irish Republican Army (Provos) since the
early 1970s. In March 1973, for example,
the Irish navy boarded the merchant ves-
sel Claudia off Helvick Head, County
Waterford, and confiscated five tons of
cargo: 250 assault rifles, 246 bayonets,
850 rifle magazines, 243 pistols, 20,000
rounds of ammunition, 500 grenades, 100
anti-tank mines, and large amounts of tim-
ers, blasting caps, fuzes, TNT primer and
gelignite explosive.

Most of the arms were of Russian ori-
gin and had been loaded onboard by
Libyan soldiers in Tripoli. Among the six
Irishmen arrested aboard the Claudia
was a Provo leader named Joe Cabhill,
presently in charge of distributing pri-
vately donated NORAID “relief funds” in
Ireland.

Since then, both Khadaffi and Libya’s
state-controlied media have blown hot
and cold on the Irish issue, sometimes
openly supporting the Provos and
sometimes denying any connection with
them and even condemning them. In
practice, Libyan support for the Provos
never stopped.

In April 1975 Khadaffi told an Irish
Parliamentary delegation that, in the fu-
ture, “no aid would be given to any illegal
organization in Ireland.” In September
1976, he told Newsweek . .. our rela-
tions with London and Dublin are im-
proving rapidly ... the IRA chapter is
behind us.” He lied.

We may never know how many Liby-
an arms shipments got through to the
Provos. We do, however, know about a
recent one that didn't get through. On 26
January 1986, Irish Gardai (police)
arrested five men and seized over 100
guns and 20,000 rounds of ammunition
in dawn raids on three different sites in
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counties Roscommon and Sligo in the
Republic of Ireland.

The guns included 87 Kalashnikov
assault rifles (all new) of East German,
Bulgarian and Rumanian origin; 10
West German Heckler & Kochrifles, and
17 Brazilian 9mm Taurys pistols. The
ammunition, which canfe in 20 1,000-
round boxes, was all 7.62mm ComBloc,
manufactured in Yugoslavia for the Liby-
an army. Clearly marked on each of the
20 ammunition boxes were the words
“Libyan Armed Forces. Cartridges for
Weapons.” Senior Gardai sources said
that the shipment had originated in Libya
and international police were working on
pinpointing the deadly cargo’s route
from Libya to Ireland.

Irish terrorists are not the only people
to receive massive “Libyan lend-lease.”
In April 1983, four Libyan planes were
forced to land in Manaus, Brazil, for
technical reasons. Although the crews
claimed they were carrying medical sup-
plies to Colombia, the skeptical Brazil-
ians searched the planes and found they
were carrying 84 tons of arms, explo-
sives and other military equipment to
Nicaragua.

The ultimate terrorist nightmare could
become reality if Khadaffi got his bloody
hands on a nuclear device. He hasn't
done so yet, though not for lack of trying.
In May 1983, a junkyard owner in Rome
was arrested by ltalian authorities for
trying to sell 10.5 ounces of enriched
uranium to “a Middle Eastern country.”
That Middle Eastern country is reliably
reported to have been Libya. As to
. where and how the junkyard owner got
his hands on 10.5 ounces of enriched
uranium is still a mystery.

President Reagan certainly hopes
Khadaffi will never get The Bomb, but
his thoughts and actions are turned
more toward Libya’s present depreda-
tions. The bombing of military targets in
Tripoli and Benghazi on 15 April shook
Khadaffi out of his complacency and
showed American resolve on the ques-
tion of terrorism. It didn’t end Libyan ter-
rorism in a single swipe, but it was a step
in the right direction.

More than brute military muscle is
needed to tear down Khadaffi's sand
castle — the much-debated economic
boycott must be made a reality: After all,
virtually all the money Khadaffi uses to
finance terrorists comes from a single
source — oil. In 1980, those revenues
reached an all-time high of $22.6 billion.
Even with today’s soft oil prices and low-
ered production, Libya’s estimated 1986
revenues of $7 billion are still more than
enough to finance Khadaffi's terrorist
activities. Even if America’s European
allies were to cut their oil imports from
Libya by half, the impact on Khadaffi's
cash flow would be substantial.

Should that fail, a natural extension of
the economic weapon would be the de-
struction of Libya’s oil fields and refiner-
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ies — without his source of revenue,
Khadaffi's terror machine would grind to
a halt.

Since the United States is completely
independent of Libyan oil, the only con-
sideration standing in the way of our
destroying Khadaffi's oil production is
the dependence of France and Italy on
Libyan oil. Disarray and discord among
our allies — combined with the way oil
can lose notice of its national origin as it
moves through the market — may gut

any attempted aggressive use of eco-

nomic weapons. If we can’t mount an
effective boycott, Reagan may have to
use military muscle yet again. The ball is
in the European court now. ®

HATCHET MAN

Continued from page 91

Israel’'s most active enemies at that
time, Syria and Egypt, would have to be
strengthened. Iraq, already friendly to
the Soviets, would have to be brought
into the game if possible. The final key
would be to get the unpredictable Kha-
daffi’'s support, or at least his pledge not
to interfere.

So in January 1972, the Kremlin in-
vited a delegation of high-level Libyan
leaders to Moscow for prolonged dis-
cussions. That delegation — which was
headed by Jalloud and included his
close ally, Maj. Mustafa Kharubi — left
for the Soviet Union on 21 February, first
stopping in Cairo to confer with Sadat.

The same day Jalloud arrived in
Cairo, Soviet Defense Minister Andrei A.
Grechko left the Egyptian capital after a
meeting with Sadat aimed at repairing
relations damaged by the unsuccessful
coup.

Arriving that day in Damascus was
Soviet First Deputy Premier Kirill T.
Mazurov, heading an economic and
military delegation on a six-day visit.
Most of the delegation’s visit was with
Lieutenant General Mustafa Tlas, chief
of staff of Syrian armed forces. One re-
sult of this visit was the Yom Kippur War
of 1973, during which Tlas commanded
Syrian forces.

Finally, also on 21 Feburary 1972,
Saddam Hussein, vice chairman of
Iraq’s Revolutionary Command Council
(now president of Iraq) departed Mos-
cow after an official visit. While at the
Kremlin, Hussein had signed a “Treaty
of Friendship and Cooperation.”

Obviously a big day for the Kremlin's
grand strategy in the Middle East. In a
chessboard that stretched from Tripoli to
the Tigris-Euphrates River valleys,
Soviet pieces were rapidly being put in
place.

Jalloud arrived in Moscow on 23
February for five days of talks with
Leonid Brezhnev. The official result of
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to Libya in exchange for Libyan oil. No
terms were disclosed. Subsequent re-
ports indicated that Libya paid the
Soviets $16 billion in oil and hard curren-
cy for an enormous stockpile of tanks,
aircraft, ships, artillery, APCs and mis-
siles.

Since then, Jalloud has been the chief
coordinator of Libya’s financial and mili-
tary support of various international ter-
rorist groups in concert with Moscow's

global policy of supporting anti-Western

terrorists. He also is widely believed to
be the chief architect of the pro-Soviet
working alliance between Libya, Syria
and Iran.

From 18 March through 24 May 1976
Jalloud spent most of his time in Leba-
non helping the Syrians set up a perma-
nent presence there. He surfaced again
on 21 November 1977, following
Sadat’s peace trip to Jerusalem. Jalloud
flew to Damascus to coordinate action
with Syrian President Hafez Assad
against “the traitor Sadat.” Jalloud re-
turned to Damascus on 22 February
1978, for a five-day meeting that re-
sulledin an $11 billion loan from Libya to
Syria for the purchase of Soviet
weapons.

Then, just over a month after the
Ayatollah Khomeini seized power in
Iran, Jalloud flew to Tehran on 24 April
1979, heading a 50-man Libyan delega-
tion. Many believe the terrorist alliance
among Iran, Syria and Libya was official-
ly formed then. At any rate, when Iraq
attacked Iran in September 1980, Libya
and Syria were the only two Arab coun-
tries to support Iran.

Despite the moderate image of Jal-
loud circulated by papers like The New
York Times, Libya's number-two leader
is hardly a friend of the West and he is
certainly no moderate. To the contrary,
his biggest accomplishment seems to
be the formation of one of the bloodiest
terrorist alliances in the Middle East, an
alliance that has specifically targeted
the United States and its friends.

While Jalloud may seem moderate
when compared to the ranting and rav-
ing Colonel Khadaffi, the appearance is
only skin-deep. Jalloud is even more
single-minded in his policy goals than
Khadaffi and those goals have more se-
rious implications for the United States.
In the long run, Jalloud’s closeness to
the Soviet Union could become more
dangerous than Khadaffi's Islamic
socialism. Worse still, if Jalloud is per-
ceived as being a moderate in the Amer-
ican press, it is probable that the Arabs
will find him less of a pariah than Khadaf-
fi, and Libya could become an accepted
part of the Arab world. Then the Kremlin
would find itself able to quietly further its
foreign policy goals in the Middle East.

With that in mind, it seems doubtful
that a Jalloud regime in Tripoli would be
an improvement over the “mad dog of
the Middle East.” &
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