
• .. .. .. 
<: 

MORE PAGES: ExPANDED COVERAGE 

or 
SOF , 
EXCt USIVE: 
DIGGING UP AN 
M SCANDAL 

111111 ° 

7 

JULY 
1986 
49024 .. 
U.S. $3.50 
UK£2.50 
D.G.S. 
CAN. S4.50 



HEADWEAR 
0 Jungle Hats - US Military Issue -

These "Rooru..~" 
are the real thing!! 
Choose between: 

•Chin Strap 

0 Leal pattern camouflage , GI ripstop; 100% cotton as used in 
Vietnam. Genuine GI .... . ... . ............... S14.00/each. 
0 Woodland Patlern camo, army's lalesl issue; 50% cotton/50% 
n Ion Genuine GI .. . __ . . . ___ . .. . . . .. .. ..... 512.25/each. 

Desert camouflage; just issued lo the U.S. Rapid Deployment 
Forces. 50% cotlonl50% nylon: Genuine GI . __ .... 512.25/each. 
0 Olive Drab (DD) Green; 100% cotlon GI ripslop as used in early 
Vietnam_ Genuine GI .. .. .. . ... . . . . . .... ___ .. 514.00/each. 
The following jungle hats are our finest quality commercially made 
copies at 57.00/each. Select: CJ Leal Camouflage Patlern 

S 
.1 . . S(7). M(7,, )· CJ Ti9er Stripe Camouflage Patlern 

pec1 Y size. . ,, · CJ Olive Drab Green (OD) 
L (7'12): XL (73/<). 0 Black 

0 GI USMC Fatigue Hat-

ATHLETIC CAMOUFLAGE 
0 Camouflage T-Shirts -
50% cotton/ 50% polyester. Choose from: 
O Green Leal Crew \Round~ Neck ;,,a;:;;.,,.,...,~ii;:5~~~ 
D Brown Leal Crew Round Neck / , 
D Tiger Stripe Crew (Roun ) Neck : : 
D Desert Pattern Crew (Round) Neck"'' "'· ,____,,._~_ 
O Green Leal V-Neck 
SpecitySize: S, M, L, XL . . . . S7.00/each; 

or any 3 shirts for S18.00. 

OJogging Shorts-
50% cotton/ 50% polyeSler 
Sizes are from S to XL. 
Tell us your waist size 
when ordering . . S6.50/each. 
0 Woodrand Camouf~ge Pattern 
D Desert Camoultage Pattern 
0 Olive Orab (001 Green 

CAMOUFLAGE 

Tell us your chest, height, 
and waist measurements 
when ordering. Choose lrom: 
11 Woodland Pattern Camouf~ge . 
50% colton/50% nylon. Army's latest 
issue: Brand New. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants . 

0 Hot Weather, 100% Cotton Ripstop Wood~nd 
Camouflage Pattern - latest issue lo all US services 
for hot weather use. Regular lengths only. 

Specify: Jacket or Pants .. ..... . .. S30.00/each: S57.50/ set. 

D Day Desert Pattern Camouf~ge - 50% cotton/ 50% nylon. Latest 
issue lo Airborne Troops of the Rapid Development Force. Brand New. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants ... . . .. . . . . .. .. S30.0D/each: S57.50/set. 

D Olive Drab (OD) Green - 100% cotton. ripslop: as used in early Viel· 
nam. Current GI manufacture. Brand New. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants . . ... . .. . . . . S30.DO/each: S57.50/ set. 

D Solid B~ck - a favorite of SWAT teams. these fatigues were manufac· 
lured in the US by a government contractor to military specs. 50% col­
lon/50% nylon_ Regular lengths only (no longs). 
Specify: Jacket or Panis . . . . $32.00/each: S61 .50/ set. 

0 Tiger Stripe Pattern Camoul~ge • Commerc~I Manufacture - these 
are made by a US Government contractor lo military specs. The tiger 
stripe paltern is true_ Regular lengths only (no longs). 
Specify: Jacket or Pants _ . . S32.00/each: S61 .50/sel. 

1-1 Urban Camouf~ge Pattern - 50% colton/ 50% polyester. made lo 
gov'! specs. lhe pattern is idenhcal lo the GI woodland but the colors are 
black. grays and while. Regular lengths only. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants . . . . . S32.DO/each: S61 .50/set. 

II 1 , 

SHIPPING 
Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with each 
order Amounts shown include costs al postage, packaging. insurance 
and handling. 

Orders up to $10.00 

Athletic Bundeswe1ht?_.f 
Tank Top -

lhese hght-we1ghl 100% cot­
ton tank lops are genuine 1ssue 
to lhe West German military • . . 
troops to wear during physical -
1raming exerctses .. Bunde· 
swehr' · (lhe name ol the West 
German Army) 1s proudly em­
broidered above their crest on the 
front of the shin This comfor­
table. cool. European tank top 1s 
stylish_ avant-garde. and perlecl 
to wear while working out or re-
laxing in the summer sun Brand 
new. 
Sizes: XS. S. M. L. XL 
Choose: White, or Black 
shirt .... 'I 1-95/ each: 

2 lor '23.00. 

BINOCULARS 

= CALL FOR 
DISCOUNT PRICES 

KAUFMAN'S EXCLUSIVE 
O Elite Commando T·Shirts- ~~lWINJS 

~·v-~ 
REC ON 

2 color silkscreen (never a rubbery iron-on) on finest quality shirts 
you'll be pround of. Another Kaufman's Exclusive: 
D Special Forces-grey shin. (50% collon/50% polyester) black and 
white design. 
O Airborne/Ranger-black shirt (100% collon) red and while design. 
O Marine Recon-red shirt (100% cotton) gold and white design. 
Specify size (S.M,L,XLJ $7.95/each 

.i ~\)f()f 111\r,~-r 
Orders from$ t 0.01 to 20.00 
Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 
Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 
Orders from $50.01 to 70.00 
Orders from $70.01 to 90.00 
Orders over $90.00 

$3 00 
3.75 
4 50 
5.25 
6.25 
7.25 
6.00 

.. ~ \\TES'J11Nc (~ 
~~ ARMY &NAVY GOODS 

.itA_ We're America's Army and Navy Store!! 
)..-{ ORDER TOLL FREE-1-800-545-0933 

I (505) 293-2300 
Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. 

Commando Camouflage 
Headnet · Spandoflage 

wearers 
Choose: Woodland Camoullage. Desert Camoullage or 

Dept. 307 1660 Eubank NE Albuquerque, NM 8711 2 

Solid Black '6.00/ each: 2 for '11.00. 
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AFRICAN MERC COMBAT MANUAL 

COMBAT SURVIVAL 
An extremely useful, complete man­
ual on physical and combat survi­
va l, tra ining and tactics. Contai ns 
rare info on evading and si lencing 
guard dogs, sabotage, intelligence 
gathering, survi val navigation, primi ­
tive medici ne, evasion and escape. 
animal traps and much more! 81h x 
11 , softcover, illus .. 160 pp. $14.95 

ASSAULT PISTOLS, RIFLES AND SUBMACHINE GUNS 
by Duncan long 

Modern military, police and civi lian combat weapons­
both foreign and domestic-are detailed in th is guide to 
assault rifles. submachine guns and the new "assault 
pistols." Practical in fo on how to operate and field-strip 
these weapons, factory and aftermarket accessories, 
weapon specifications, and the ballistics for which they are 
chambered are provided. Sneak previews of new and 
experimental fi rearms and trends in small arms are in­
c luded, as are troubleshooting procedures, ballistic tables 
for common rou nds, and a list of firearms and accessories 
manufacturers and distributors. 8% x 11 . hardcover. photos, 
illus .. appendices, 152 pp. $19.95 

MAKE 'EM PAY 
Ultimate Revenge Techniques from 

the Master Trickster 
Want to see your enemies grovel at 
your feet? The meanest man in the 
world and author of the infamous Get 
Even brings you the latest in dirty 
tricks. schemes. scams and stunts. 
Getting back at a landlord. polit ician. 
salesman , utility, restau rant. o r 
supermarket is a cinch with over 130 
creatively nasty tech.niques. For 
entertainment on ly! 51/2 x 8V2. hard ­
cover. 224 pp. $14.95 

BALISO NG: THE LETHAL ART OF 
FILIPINO KNIFE FIGHTING 

by Sid Campbell, Sonny Umpad 
and Gary Cagaanan 

The blinding blur of the deadly balisong in motion. Its whirl­
wind lethality can now be yours when you step on the path 
of the Filipino knife fighter. Three experts have now com­
bined their knowledge of the balisong, martial arts and self­
defense to take you step-by-step through the exacting train­
ing. Start with the basics of concealing, drawing, !lipping 
and gripping the balisong and then proceed through the 
four main phases of training !or balisong expertise, training 
techniques perfected in the Phil ippines for over 400 years. 
5112 x BY,, softcover, 220 photos, glossary. 1912p p. $12.00 

Whether operating on his own or working with regu lar army forces, the military executive­
for-h ire will find what he needs here in the African Mere Combat Manual to gain that extra 
edge and stay alive in the African bush. Written by an experienced professional soldier who 
has been there and seen it all , this indispensable manual details the ops of the pseudo­
terrorist-when the mere becomes more savage and ruthless than the terrorist himself. Also 
detailed are the selection of troopers, organization and operations of commando units, 
fighting positions, ambushes, tracking and countertracking, terrorist warfare, basic ground / 
air emergency signals, mines and booby traps, camouflage, use of intelligence, interroga­
tion procedures, communist-trained terrorist methods, and more. Learn what the employ­
ment possibil ities are, the documents you'll need, what diseases and health problems you 
may encounter in Africa, and what the international laws are regarding meres. BV2 x 11, 
softcover, illus., 208 pp. $15.00 

THE AR-15/M1 6: A PRACTICAL GUIDE 
by Duncan Long 

The AR-15 / M16 is so revered and respected that nations 
around the globe have adopted it-or many of its features­
for use by their own armies. Now comes the defini tive book 
on the rifle that has been the inspiration for so many mod­
ern assault rifles. Invaluable to the M16 owner. th is com­
prehensive book has info on grenade launchers. assembly 
and disassembly, trouble-shooting, ballistics and ammo, 
combat use. milita ry use and testing, and functioning. Vir­
tually any accessory for the AR-15 ls listed, as are parts 
suppliers and sources for additional product info. 8112 x 11 . 
softcover. illus .. photos, 168 pp. $16.95 

NIGHT OF THE NINJA 
by Max Abelard 

One by one the rulers of Kunitoki 
castle are mysteriously killed by 
ninja assassins. Who is behind th is 
ninja conspiracy to destroy the in­
habitants of the castle? In lhis fasci­
nating and complex tale, novelist 
Abelard weaves intrigue, action and 
romance into a classic confronta­
tion between Samurai and ninja. 
Who will prevail in th is contestto the 
death? 41/• x 7, sottcover, 216 pp. 

COfylBAT AMMUNITION 
Everything You Need lo Know 

by Duncan Long 

$1 0.00 

Go beyond the dealer's shelves and make your own special 
types of ammo- ammo that can 't be found anywhere else! 
Combat Ammunit ion explains how to crea te multiple pro­
jectile rounds, exploding bullets. safety s lugs, armor­
piercing bullets and tracers.Just as important, learn which 
bullet designs do not work in combat, what bullets are best 
suited for particular situations and weapons, and how to 
sa fely increase the effectiveness of any caliber of weapon 
through careful ammunition selection. B'h x 11 , hardcover, 
illus .. photos. tables, charts, appendices, 136 pp. $19.95 

SPECIAL FORCFS HANDBOOK 
From Vietnam and Laos to Central America and Africa, the 
U.S. Army Special Forces has won renown fo r its expertise 
in guerrilla warfare. Special Forces Handbook-a classic 
in the field-covers such topics as guerrilla tactics and the 
composition of operational detachments; demoli tion tech­
niques, such as cratering, rail cu ts, and improvised incen­
diaries: unconventional warfare; guerri lla forces' missions; 
air operations; weapons; communications: fi rst aid tech­
niques; and survival skills. 41.4 x 6, softcover, illus .. 216 pp. 

$8.00 

GET 
EVEN: 

GET EVEN : 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi­
ness, government and enemies. 
More soph isticated and involved 
tricks are included, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political di rty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks rang ing 
from the simple to the elaborate. 5112 
x BY,, hardcover. 192 pp. $1 4.95 

GUNRUNNING FOR FUN AND PROFIT 
by Ragnar Benson 

The lucrative field of gunrunning is wide open. says Ben­
son, but how can the gunrunner keep from getting shot with 
his own merchandise or wind ing up in jail? A 30-year 
veteran of the gunrunning trade, Benson tells you where to 
buy and sell weapons. what is selling and who is supplying, 
how lo gel goods from Point A (where they' re not worth 
much) to Point B (where they're worth a lot), how lo make 
connections, and how to make gunrunning a business.Just 
as important, he also tells you how to get paid and get out of 
a ho! spot. and provides the latest U.S. government 
reg ulations relating to arms trafficking. 8% x 11, sottcover, 
photos, 120 pp. $15.00 

KEEP 
'EM 

ALIVE 

KEEP'EM ALIVE 
The Bodyguard 's Trade 

by Paul Elhan.1n 
The disciplined art ol bodyguarding 
-its attractions. its demands. its 
dangers. and why th is author would 
do nothing else but! Entertaining yet 
tnlormative. Elhanan revea ls the 
trade: lhe clientele: the opposition to 
look ou r for: different types of jobs: 
how 10 stay on lhe right side of the 
law: tips on driving. cars. weapons. 
commun ication: and more.5'h x BV2. 

.._ _____ __. softcover. 12B pp. $10.00 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
by Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others like they're getting the goods on 
vou with this encyc lopedia of advanced invesligative and 
survei llance techniques. Called '"possibly the most dan­
gerous book," this book !ells how to get any info you want 
about whomever you want- and how they (including Big 
Bro) are getting into your private info. Here are expert ways 
to secretly bug any targel. over 100 sources !or equipment 
and su perspy sys tems, lockpick technology, how poly­
graphs and voice lie delectors can be tricked, counter­
measu re equipment, and much, much more. Your peace of 
mind is worth the price of th is book! 81h x 11 , soflcover. 
illus .. 264 pp. $30.00 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES •••••••••••••••• t PALADIN PRESS ~ Call TOLL FREE for credit card orders: 

I P.O. BOX 1307· LMG lliiiillllll 1-800-824-7888;. Ask fo r Operator #249. 

COMMANDO DAGGER .. $25.00 
CONSULAR ANTI-FRAUD 

HANDBOOK . $10.00 
BOUNTY HUNTER . . $1 0.00 
DEAD CLIENTS DON'T 

PAY ... $10.00 
BULL'S EYE: CROSSBOWS BY 

RAGNAR BENSON . . S 8.00 
PHYSICAL SURVEILLANCE 

TRAINING MANUAL . .. 512.00 
RAGNAR'S TEN BEST TRAPS . s 8.00 
TONFA TACTICS $12.00 
Kill OR GET KILLED . . .... $19.95 
NINJA M IND CONTROL .. $10.00 
TIGER SCROLL OF THE 

KOGA NINJA $1 0.00 

OPERATION GOLDEN 
BUDDHA $14.95 

THE COMBAT SHOTGUN AND 
SUBMACHINE GUN . $14.95 

CAREERS IN SECRET 
OPERATIONS . .. ....... s 8.95 
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COMMAND 
GUIDANCE 
by Robert K. Brown 

"MISSING In Action" covers 
a multitude of losses. It 

can mean lost at sea, blown to 
smithereens, a mass grave, shot 
down over enemy territory, an over­
run position, collapsed bunker or 
deep mud. But for those of us who 
fought in Vietnam, and for those 
who said goodbye to loved ones on 
their way to battle, MIA means a 
wound that will not heal. 

For the relatives of the dead and 
missing, the Vietnam War was 
different from World War I. First 
and foremost, the Vietnam War 
hurt more because it didn't settle 
anything. Second, military record 
keeping advanced so far during the 
intervening half-century that the re­
port of the loss of a 
Vietnam serviceman 
was more often pain­
fully precise and per­
sonal. Finally, foren­
sic science of 1920 
couldn't pretend to 
reach back to a turn­
of-the-century battle­
ground to resurrect or 
bury soldiers. 

Belief in the power 
and objectivity of sci­
ence is one root of our 
problems with casual­
ty resolution. When the model in a 
white coat holds up a bottle of pat­
ent medicine we assume the prod­
uct is somehow different and better 
than snake oil. Accordingly, most 
of us would believe it if the same 
white coat gave us a box of charred 
bones and told us they represented 
a specific, ident ifiable dead sol­
dier. 

Well, the white coat can be 
bought at any chemical supply 
house and degrees can be faked or 
m isrepresented. And worse, there 
may be reasons someone might 
want you to believe that nameless 
bones belong to some one person. 

Accurate naming of MIA remains 
from Vietnam is vital for the well-

being of their families and for nego­
tiations: A confirmed body is one 
less hostage. Conversely, inaccurate 
identification provides one more ex­
cuse for the communists. That is, if 
our lab says that a box of rubble is the 
earthly remains of a missing airman, 
then there's little justification for 
keeping him alive, since his bones 
are no longer contended. 

Now you see that identification 
of MIA remains is not just a matter 
for relatives and an issue of nation­
al honor. Accurate identification 
can mean life or death to a POW, 
and it has a direct bearing on our 
.diplomatic posture. 

What does this have to do with 
Soldier of Fortune? 

I have made re­
claiming our missing 
from Vietnam a per­
sonal crusade. In 1981 
alone I spent a quarter 
of a million dollars of 
my own money trying 
to find American MIAs 
still held in commu­
nist-controlled Asia. I 
have continued to in­
vestigate POW/MIA 
affairs, and to cooper­
ate with veterans' and 
families' groups. 

Consequently, I heard too many 
stories about improbable identi­
fications and mishandled notifica­
tion of families. And I began my 
own investigation. 

What SOF found was a pattern of 
inaccuracy, misrepresentation and 
cover-up that has compromised 
our capacity to accurately identify 
remains. It is as simple and as bad 
as that. Our expose of the remains 
identification debacle at the U.S. 
Army's Central Identification Lab­
oratory/Hawaii begins on page 32. 
Those responsible are named and 
we expect action from the govern­
ment in response to our charges. 
We owe that to the men who didn't 
come back.~ 

Editor/Publisher 
Robert K. Brown 
Executive Editor 
Wm. B. Guthrie 
Senior Editor 
Dale Andrade 

Technical Editor 
Peter G. Kokalis 

Associate Editors 
James L. Pate John W. Coleman 

Kim McMichael 
Washington Bureau Chief 

Jim Graves 
Foreign Correspondent 

Steve Salisbury 
Art Director 
Craig Nunn 

Art/Production Coordinator 
Angie Green 

Art Assistant 
Margaret Martinesky 

Proofreader 
Gretchen Nightingale 

Advertising Production 
Martha Monkman 
Advertising Sales 

Shirley Raley 
Typographers 

Thomas Vivrett Eileen Bernard 

CONTRIBUTING EDITORS 
Vietnam Veterans ARairs Military Affairs 
Col. Chuck Allen Alexander McColl 
Edged Weapons Paramedic Operations 
Bill Bagwell Dr. John Peters 
Military History Soviet Analyst 
William Brooks David C. Isby 
Africa Exp/osives/Demo//tio11s 
Al Venter John Donovan 
Unconventional Operations Aviation 
Brig. Gen. Heine Aderholt Dana Drenko111Ski 
James P. Monaghan law Enforcement 
F.J. Borchardt Evan Marshall 
Sniping!COuntersniping Southeast Asia 
Jim Leatherwood Jim Morris 
Martial .4rts Middle East 
Barry Sadler David Segal 

Omega Group Ltd.: 
President 

Robert K. Brown 
Chief Executive Officer 

David A. Graham 
Executive Department Manager 

Zada L. Johnson 
Vice President, Publications 

Kevin E. Steele 
Advertising Manager 

Joan K. Steele 
Production Director 

Cynthia E.D. Kite 
'' Circulation Director 

John Ross Williams 
Subscription Circulation Manager 

Cherry Chavez 
Controller/Business Manager 

Robert J. Rolfson 
General Manager, SOF Exchange 

Robert B. Ogilvie 
CHANGE OF ADDRESS/SUBSCRIPTION PROB· 
I.EMS: Six week& notice Is required on all changu 
of address. Please Include current malling-label 
Information with all correspondence. SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE. Subscription Department, P.O. 
Box 348, Mt. Morris. IL 61054. 

e 
SOIDIER OF FORTI.JNE (ISSN 0145-67841USPS 120-510) Is published monthly by P.O. Box 693, Boulder. CO 80306. and cannot be returned unless accompanied by 
SOIDIER OF FOR1UNE ~Inc., Bou.Ider, Colorado. Second Class Postage Paid suflldent postage. Any material accepted Is subject to such revision as Is necessuy to 
at Boulder, CO. POSTMASTER: Send addn!ss changes to SOIDIER OF FORTUNE. meet the edltorlal requirements ol SOF. AU manuscripts must be typed double-spaced. 
Subecriptlon Depmmient. P.O. Box 348, Mt. Monl&, Il. 61054. Sub8crtptlon nites for All photographs should be credited and be accurately ldentllled. Payment will be made 
twelve monthly Issues: $26.00- U.S.A., Canada. Mexico. AU other countries. $33.00. at rotes current at time ol publication. NOTICE: SOIDIER OF FORRJNE Magazine Is a 
Special dome8tlc and foreign rotes on request. U.S. RJNDS ONLY. Single-l88Ue Prtce- magazine of national and International distribution. There may be products for which 
U.S., $3.00; United Kingdom. 2.40; Canada, $3.50. sale, pos&e88ion or lntentate tnmsportatlon may be restricted, prohibited or subject to 
CONTRIBUTORS: Manuscripts, photographs, dntwtngs are submitted at the contrlbu- special licensing requirements In your state. Pwduosers should consult the local Jaw. 
tor's own risk. Material should be mailed to Articles Edita<, SOIDIER OF FORTUNE, enforcement authorities In their area. 

Copyright @ 1986 by SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine. Inc. 
All Rights Reserved 

2 SOLDll!R OF FORTUNE JULY 86 



MISSING IN 
ACTION 
James L. Pate 
Anatomy of an Army 
cover-up 32 

ISLAND 
FIGHTING 
Tom Marks 
Philippine guerrillas on 
the run 38 

TRUKLAGOON 
John C. Fine 
Diving an Imperial 
graveyard 46 

RUGER GP-100 
Peter G. Kokalis 
Rating Ruger's new 
revolver 50 

JULY 86 

JULY/1986 

VOL. 11 NO. 7 

ASSIGNMENT 
ARCE 
Bob Jordan & Karl 
Klein 
SOF training team in El 
Salvador 52 

FIRST SHOT 
COUNTS 
Al J. Venter 
Soft-skinned warriors 
take on tanks 58 

MISSION: 
UGANDA 
Ron Cavaller 
Commonwealth Military 
Training T earn to the 
rescue 62 

LIGHT 
INFANTRY 
DIVISION 
David Segal 
TRADOC' s flawed 
concept 66 

SOVIET 
SHAKEUP 
David Segal 
The Red Army cleans 
house 70 

PROPAGANDA 
Herbert A. Friedman 
Lifesaving leaflets during 
wartime 76 

Page 58 

COVER: Ephemeral pawns in a cruel game, MIAs - and 
their families - have enough problems wit hout being 
burdened with bureaucratic "help." SOF's investigative 
reporter, Jim Pate, traces a web of ignorance, 
incompetence, ambition and callousness in the U.S. 
government's continuing program to downplay MIAs ... 
except to resurrect them for political profit. Cover 
illustration by Col. Edward M. Condra III, USMC (Ret.) 

FLAK4 
Confronting Khadaffi 

Bulletin Board 8 
Meres in Sri Lanka 

Full Auto 12 
Cyclic-rate calculators 

Combat Weaponcraft 16 
Corporate protection 

Battle Blades 18 
On blade length 

In Review 26 
The Embassy House 

I Was There 28 
Lessons from Vietnam 

Adventure Quartermaster 31 
All-weather protection 

Incoming 81 
Return to Saigon 

Supply Locker 109 
Classified 115 
Advertisers Index 120 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 3 



CUTTING 
CLASSIFIEDS ... 

Sirs: 
I was disheartened 

after reading of SOF' s 
decision to drop 
mercenary ads from its 
classified section. I 
considered SOF to be a 
supporter of worldwide 
democracy and 
freedom, no matter 
what means it may 
require, including 
recruitment of 
mercenary forces. After 
reading of your 
decision, it seems to me 
that SOF has given in to 
the same pantywaist 
peace activists that it has 
so effectively rebuked in 
the past. 

Bob Lavelle 
East Alton, 

Illinois 

Recently, a band of 
mercenaries were 
arrested in my 
hometown for trying to 
break a convicted felon 
out of jail. Local news 
sources said they were 
hired from SOF 
classifieds. Well, I'm still 
an avid reader of your 
magazine and I don't 
think it has hurt your 
credibility a bit and I'm 
glad to hear you have 
decided to refuse any 
more "man for hire" 
ads. 

Scott Rosencrans 
Anderson, 

Indiana 

Respect for the Jaw 
has always been parl of 
SOF's editorial policy. 
We have never 
knowingly printed any 
article or advertisement 
which could aid 
Jawbreakers. If some 
criminals may take 
advantage of our Fonner 
open policy on 
advertising, then we are 
driven to modify our 
policy in accordance 
with our editorial 
supporl for Jaw 
enforcement authorities. 
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RANGERS LEAD 
THE WAY .. . 

Sirs: 
Thanks for my second place finish in 

"Monumental Cowards" (SOF, March '86). I am an 
airborne Ranger who believes in our system and the 
American way of life. I am willing to fight and die to 
preserve it. 

PFC David Rosini 
Ft. Lewis, Washington 

A tip of the hat and heartfelt thanks for 
"Monumental Cowards: The Track of the Great 
American Chicken." The SOF staff did, as usual, a 
great job of painting the draft-dodging, 
anti-American and cowardly individuals in a very 
accurate light. Moreover, I think the staff was too 
kind. 

David L. . Simon 
Leonia, New Jersey 

I was very surprised at SOF' s coverage of the 
peace memorial. There were many people involved 
in the peace movement who thought Jane Fonda 
was a spoiled brat. Some people were involved in 
the peace movement for religious reasons or 
because they realized the U.S. was going at the 
Vietnam War in a half-assed manner (either you go 
in to win or you don't go at all.) There were many 
of us who helped with the orphanages and airlifts 
and are helping with Amerasian children and the 
POW/MIA issue. To put us in the same light as Jane 
Fonda and SDS isn' t fair. There is no black and 
white to any issue. 

Patricia King Yatsyla 
Freeport, New York 

Our editorial policy is chiefly directed at the 
militant radical activists whose objectives seem all 
too clearly to be the defeat and extinction of their 
own counhy and of the values on which it is based. 
Of course, you are right that the decision not to go 
for a win in Vietnam was an abomination, but how 
much of that decision was a politician's compromise 
in response to pressures generated by the peace 
movement? 

CONFRONTING 
KHADAFFI. .. 

Sirs: 
I have always believed that: "U.S. 

soldiers provide the enemy with the 
maximum opportunity to give his life 
for his country." It's great to see that 
the Libyans are getting what they've 
been deserving for a long time. 

Ali Murat Koknar 
Istanbul, Turkey 

THE CUTTING 
EDGE ... 

Sirs: 
I don't think anyone who has read 

Bill Bagwell' s articles can honestly 
say he's not knowledgeable of the 
business of fighting knives, both in 
their design, use and quality. My 
question is, have you put mild sauce 
on Bagwell's last couple of articles 
for communal gain? Please leave the 
blanket off Mr. Bagwell in the future. 

Donnie W. Hobson 
Yadkinville, North Carolina 

In the March '86 FLAK column 
you defend Bill Bagwell's bigoted 
and self-serving Battle Blades 
column. How can you in good 
conscience defend such a blatant 
bigot? The only time he mentions a 
knife other than a hand-forged 
Damascus steel bowie is to attack it. 

Cadet Corporal J.L. Searcy 
Army ROTC 
Des Moines, Iowa 

Bravo to Bill Bagwell for Battle 
Blades in the April '86 issue 
("Japanese Knife Stands Texas 
Test" ). I am sick of hearing 
misinformed information on Asian 
fighting arts. Want to sell something? 
Just surround it with Oriental 
mystery, such as the ninja myth. The 
real ninja was not a Japanese folk 
hero. He was a hired assassin, and 
in many cases a criminal as well. I'm 
glad Bagwell stripped away the crap 
about the tanto, as he did with the 
shuriken. 

Robert Tucker 
Millersville, Maryland 

AFTER A 
.MGOODNAP ... 
Sirs: 

I just finished "Terror in Boulder" 
(SOF, April '86). Once again I was 
both appalled and amused at these 
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Own an original work of gun 
engraver's art by the man whose 
rifle set a new world's record, 
Lynton McKenzie, engraver of the 
$201,000 Safari Club Inter­
national Rifle. 

Since 191!, Americans have defended our free­
doms with the Ml 911Al .45 Automatic Pistol. 

It has served longer and fought more battles than 
any other firearm in American military history. 

Now, to honor the retirement of the .45 from 
military service, The American Historical Foun­
dation, in conjunction with the NRA-established 
Firearms Civil Rights Legal Defense Fund, is 
proud to announce the .45 Automatic Commemo­
rative Buckle. 

lmportant And Useful Collectible 
This is an important collectible that can be 

worn daily, as it makes a proud statement about 
the owner. It captures the spirit and tradition of 
the "Old Warhorse"-and the patriotism and 
military valor associated with it. 

The historical importance of this milestone 
dictates that this buckle be the finest of its type. 
So, we went to a firearms engraver-not a buckle 
maker. And the man we commissioned is in our 
opinion, the best gun engraver in Americ;. Some 
call him the best in the world. He has engraved 
guns ?f all types for presidents and kings, not to 
mention the Safari Club International Rifle 
which sold for $201,000, a new world's record. 

A Lynton McKenzie Original 
We wanted this buckle to be a genuine, origi­

nal "McKenzie." It is. Your buckle is actually 
struck directly from the steel master hub, hand 
engraved by Lynton McKenzie. The work is so 
precise that even under magnification each 
~uckle actually looks hand ~graved. The engrav­
ing style is classic English. All details of the 
M1911Al are clearly visible. The whole design is 
contained within a border of bound oak leaves 
signifying order, security and honor. ' 

This buckle is "gentleman" size and fits 

standard 1" to 1114" belts, so you can wear it with a 
suit or sport clothes. 

Individual buckles are crafted in three differ­
ent limited editions, as shown above. 

Authorized By NRA-Established 
Defense Fund 

It is appropriate that this important buckle is 
authorized by the Firearms Civil Rights Legal 
Defense Fund, established by the National Rifle 
Association. They fight the legal maneuverings of 
those who would take away our constitutional 
right to keep and bear arms. 

This NRA-established Fund has wholeheart­
edly officially endorsed this buckle-the first 
time it has ever lent its support to a commemo­
rative. 

The Fund receives a portion of each reserva­
tion fee, and its name and other commemorative 
inscriptions appear on the back of each buckle. 
This will add to your pride when you wear it and 
enhance the buckle's value as a collectible. 

Engraved Serial Number 
Each buckle is engraved on the reverse with 

its own limited edition serial number. The buck­
les are available individually or in matched sets of 
three-each with identical numbers (a good idea· 
for collectors). These original buckles could be­
come important collectibles in the future. 

The Foundation issues a Certificate of Au­
t!'enti~ity with each buckle, attesting to the edi­
tion hm1t, the assay of the precious metal, the 
origin of the master engraving by Lynton McKen­
zie, and the official endorsement of the NRA­
established Defense Fund. 

Belt By Tex Shoemaker 
A top-quality belt by famous holster maker 

Tex Shoemaker is also available. Each is made of 
thick, saddle leather, fully leather lined, stitched 

and embossed With a basketweave pattern. Width 
is 1 1/4"; available in tan or black. Please specify 
length and color. 

How To Reserve 
This is available exclusively from The Amer­

ican Historical Foundation. To place your reserva­
tion call (24-hour toll-free, 1-800-368-8080) use 
th~ reservation form below or personally ~isit. 
With your buckle you will also receive Member­
ship in the Foundation. Satisfaction is guaran­
teed, or return within one month for a full refund. 

Thi~ is a ~a~e opportunity .to acquire a Lynton 
McKenzie ongmal, show a piece of history, tell 
the world about your interests, contribute to a 
good cause, add to your collection, and own a 
buckle you can wear with pride-all at the same 
time. 

, -------------------------------
RESERVATION 

Satisfaction guaranteed or Return in 30 days for Full 
Refund. 
To: The American Historical Foundation 

1142 West Grace Street, Dept. B64 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone: (804) 353-1812 
24-hour toll-free reservations: (800) 368-8080. 

Please send the follo wing .45 Commemorative 
Buckle(s) engraved with the Limited Edition Serial 
Number on the reverse. 

I - Jewelers' Bronze, at $19. i - 24-Karat, Gold Plated Bronze, at $45 . 

1 - Solid Sterling Silver, 24-Karat Gold Plated 
/ Pistol and Border, at $195. 
\ - Collectors' Matched Set of Three (one of each 

1 version) , at $249 per set, a savings of $10. 
I I also wish to reserve the following saddle-
1 leather belts at $22: 
: Size: . . . . (Tan) Size: . . ... (Black) 
I D Check or money order enclosed. D Charge my credit card. 

I Name ............ .. . . . ..... . .. . . .. . . . . ... . . . . . 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Address . .. , ... . . . . . .. . ........... .. ....•. . .... 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
For Visa, MasterCard or Amex, please send ac

0

c~~·~t -~~~-­
ber, expiration date and signature . Va. residents add tax. 



"The Airmobile Team" 

The 'grunt " was the 
backbone of the U.S. 
war efforts in Vietnam 
and the UH I Hu ev hel­
icopter was his · most 
important means of 
transport and support. 
Max Crace's latest 
painting emphasizes the 
teamwork between man 
and machine in that 
conflict. The infantry 
soldier is authentic in 
every detail from his 
baseball grenade and 
extra belt for the squad 
M-60 machinegun to 
the unauthorized ador­
nment in his helment 
band. 

The first 500 prints 
are a Lim ited Editiu1, 
18"x22", signed and 
numbered by the au­
thor. Printed on heavy 
museum quality paper . 
Also available in open 
edit ion, on poster paper · 
and suitable for framing . 

Shipped in mailing tube . 

OPEN EDITION, printed on poster stock, unframed - - - --------­
ORDER No. CP-22 ( 18"x22") . ... . $9 .95 postpaid Mail to DELTA PRESS 
U.lf!Tl :D FDIT!OJ\' , Signed and numbered by artist 
Order No. CP-22LE . . (museum quality ) .. $49.95pp 

P.C . Bo x 315 Dept. 5 
El Dorado, AR 71730-

DEL TA PRESS cat alog $2.00/Free with order (Worlds . ph · 501 ·862-4772 . 
Most com plete list of weapon and munitions books) V1sa ,MC ,Am Exp Welcome 

PENETRATING ,, 
.LIGHl'POWER .. ~ 

It's dark, the enemy is near. 
You need to spot him before he 
spots you. You have a Steiner 
?xSO Commander with built in 
compass and rangefinder; the @ 
world 's brightest and most ::: 
advanced mili tary binocular. 
You spot him, determine his • 
direction and range him in . .• .. .: 
Mission accomplished. Time to 
move on! Built -In compass and 

mil. scale show direction 
and distance of your target. 

Steiner 7xSO Commander; 
ideal for all artillery and field appli ca­
ti ons. Also available: ?xSOG Military­

Marine without compass, 1 OxSOG 
Military-Marine for high power bright­
ness, 6x30G and Sx30G compact mil­

itary binoculars. Steiner is used by 
more than 40 military forces worldwide 

and meets all NATO and U.S. niil. 
specs. 

Pioneer Mark eting & Research Inc . 
216 Haddon Ave. STEINER 
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Westmo nt, NJ 08108 
(609) 854-2424 

TWX: 710-943-1341 Pioneer 

BINOCULARS 

liberals. I guess we cannot hold 
them responsible since they are 
probably graduates of the Central 
American Fantasy Island Peace 
Institute. Maybe these useful idiots 
should go live in Managua so they 
can hold ceremonies celebrating 
Marxism dictatorship at the drop of a 
coffin. Thanks for the much needed 
cynicism. 

Kelvin King 
Lewisville, Texas 

I must thank Mr. Pate for one bad 
piece of journalism in his handling of 
the peace march in Boulder. There 
are those of us who believe in 
keeping abreast of current military 
technology. We subscribe to both 
SOF and Yoga Journal. Yoga is 
practiced in the Indian army and my 
own guru was an officer in the 
Indian Army Corps of Engineers. I 
can live without Mr. Pate's article. 
But at least he is honest. He 
describes his work as SOF bullshit. 
Let's have more articles on political 
and military affairs and less dwelling 
on inconsequential rabble. 

Ame C. Eastman 
Staten Island, New York 

If SOF didn't exist, it would have 
to be invented. How better could 
Boulder's sanctimonious left manifest 
its goodness than by contrast with 
Darth Vader and his Death Star? 

It must have been magnificent, 
that day the minions of Marx and 
lemmings of Lenin migrated down 
Arapahoe Avenue to exorcise the 
Devil from Boulder. The air so 
redolent of self-righteousness as to 
cause a grown man to don his Ml 7 
gas mask 

I must apologetically admit some 
concern for the safety of the staff but 
was reassured that all came through 
unscathed. The pizza got through 
and RKB completed his nap. 

John Benedict 
Clipper Gap, California 

I hesitated about making any 
contribution to the freedom fighters 
but if SOF can attract the attention 
to the "peace" marchers, then you 
must be doing some good. 

Terry Adams 
Gibsonton, Florida 

You took the right measures in 
your response to the peace marchers 
- you ignored them. 

S.M. Caruso 
Columbia, Maryland 

Continued on page 107 
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with 
membership. 

$17.95 in 
Publisher's 

Edition 

PWS ANY 3 BOOKS FOR 98~ ~i~J:,bership 
Here's how the Club Plan works: You'll get 3 books for only 98¢ plus shipping and handling and your FREE BOOK 
'-when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any application. However, once accepted, if you are 
not completely satisfied with your introductory books, return them within 1 O days at our expense. Your 
membership will be cancelled and you will owe nothing. The FREE BOOK is yours to keep in any case. 
Huge selection: As a Club member, you'll have over 350 titles to choose from-a tremendous variety of the very 
best military books in print. Many feature rarely seen photos, illustrations and maps. Many books are difficult to 
find anywhere else. 
How you save money: The Club offers its own complete hardbound editions (sometimes altered in size to fit special 
presses). Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers' hardcover edition prices. A shipping and handling 
charge is added to each shipment. 
Club magazine: About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you'll receive the free Club magazine describing coming 
Selection(s) and Alternates. In addition, up to 4 times a year, you may receive offers of special Selections, always at 
discounts off publishers' prices. If you want the featured Selection(s), do nothing-s.hipment will be made 
automatically. If you prefer an Alternate-or no book at all-indicate this on the order form and return it by the date 
specified. You'll have at least 10 days to decide. If you have less than 10 days, and you receive an unwanted 
Selection, you may return it at our expense and owe nothing. 
The choice is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular low Club prices during the next 2 
years. You may resign any time after purchasing your 4 books, or continue to enjoy Club membership for as long as 
you like. 

~----------------------~ 
Club editions save you up to 30% off publishers' list prices quoted above. 

JULY 86 

1032 $12.95 

t Sofl cover 

rMTITt;; B~kCk."'br" - - - - - - -, 
Dept. BS-094, Garden City, NY 11535 
Yes, please accept my membership application and send me the 3 
books marked in the boxes below, plus my FREE BOOK. Bill me only 98C plus 
shipping and handling for the 3 books. I agree to lhe Club Plan presented in this 
ad, and understand that I need buy just 4 more books al regular low Club prices 
any lime I want durihg the next 2 years. 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my3 selections, I may 
return the books within 10 days at Club expense. My membership will be 
cancelled and I will owe nothing. No matter what I decide. I may keep my FREE 
BOOK. 

I ~~~i~OOK I I I 
Note: II you already own A Quick and Dirty Guide to Wa( please choose 
another title for your FREE BOOK. 
Mr. Mrs. _______________ ___ _ 
Ms. (please print) 
Address Apt. No. _ ____ _ 

City _ ___ _ _ state ______ Zip _____ _ 

If under t8, parent must sign.~~--~-------­
Members accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced 

~~n:rl~w~o.'.'.:s~~ff=I.-___ -50~::.J 
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MEMORIAL 
CONTEST ... 

An Indiana shooting 
club is remembering 
one of its own, a 
member of the lOlst 
Airborne Division killed 
with 24 7 other 
"Screaming Eagles" in 
the tragic Christmas 
crash at Gander, 
Newfoundland. Sgt. 
Brian Dumpert, whose 
mother still lives in 
Monticello, Ind., is also 
survived by his wife, 
Tonya, and two sons, 
ages 16 months and six 
months. Deployed for 
several months in Egypt 
just before his death, he 
had never seen his 
youngest child. 

The Deer Creek 
Conservation Club 
Practical Shooters 
Group is organizing a 
combat shooting match 
to benefit a trust fund 
for his wife and 
children. The Brian 
Dumpert Memorial 
Three-Gun Combat 
Match is set for 9-10 
August 1986 at the 
Deer Creek 
Conservation Club three 
miles south of 
Jonesboro, Ind. On-site 
registration cost: $35; 
advance entry is $25. 
Write: John 
Schultheis, Brian 
Dumpert Memorial 
Three-Gun Match, Rt. 
3 Box 148-C, 
Franklin, IN 46131. 

Sergeant Dumpert in 
August 1984 
competition. Photo: 
Frank James 

Dumpert was an 
honor selectee to jump 
at Normandy in the 
anniversary celebration 
of the D-Day invasion in 
France. Dumpert also 
jumped several times 
with Spanish troops and 
was awarded Spanish 
paratrooper wings. 
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PEACENIK 
UPDATE ... 

Efforts continue by Comrade Terry Choate, a 
Phoenix cab driver, to build a memorial to Vietnam 
War protesters. Progress is slow. Choate finally 
passed muster with the Maricopa County Board of 
Supervisors, although their approval was 
understandably reluctant. 

Maricopa County Attorney Tom Collins, a Marine 
Corps veteran who served in Vietnam, tells SOF he 
has received a large volume of mail, all of it against 
Choate's idea. Mr. Collins asks that we mention to 
readers that he has no jurisdiction unless Choate 
breaks the law. One letter to Collins' office was 
from an attorney representing "Hanoi Jane" Fonda. 
Choate's proposed use of her name on his 
memorial is "not authorized," said barrister Stanton 
Stein. 

Fonda and her left-wing husband, Tom Hayden, 
himself a collaborator in North Vietnamese 
propaganda, _are trying to soft-soap their radical 
image. Readers should write Conservative Digest 
Magazine in Falls Church, Va., to get a reprint 
of a fine article by William B. Guidry on Fonda's 
efforts to polish her tarnished public image. Ask for 
the December 1985 issue, which has an article on 
page 51 titled: "Who Is Afraid of Blabby Jane? 
Hanoi Jane Fonda is playing a moderate these days 
to make millions to finance her husband's socialist 
projects." 

All you ardent letter-writers out there, take note. 
Why not direct your opinions on Choate's project 
and Vietnam War protesters in general to Jane's 
attorney? Write: Stanton Stein, c/o Stein & 
Kahan, 1299 Ocean Ave. , Santa Monica, CA 
90401. Or better yet, call: (213) 820-7555. 

Hlapane Photo: U.S. Senate 

ORPHANS 
NEED HELP ... 

The Washington press corps was 
typically blase when Mr. 
Bartholomew Hlapane testified 
before the U.S. Senate 
Subcommittee on Security and 
Terrorism on 25 March 1982. As a 
former member of the African 
National Congress (ANC) and the 
South African Communist Party, Mr. 
Hlapane met with other witnesses 
formerly from these groups and the 
South West Africa People's 
Organization (SWAPO), according to 
U.S. Sen. Jeremiah Denton, 
subcommittee chairman. "Knowing 
they would be marked for 
assassination, each made an 
individual decision to tell his story 
and expose the role of the Soviet 
Union and other communist 
countries in subverting and 
exploiting the ANC and SWAPO to 
accomplish their own foreign policy 
objectives," Denton said. 

Apparently not taking the threats 
against Hlapane or the other 
witnesses seriously, the Washington 
press completely ignored their brave 
testimony. Less than nine months 
later, after returning to his family in 
Soweto, South Africa, Mr. Hlapane's 
dreadful prediction came true. An 
ANC hit squad broke in Hlapane's 
home on 16 December and hosed 
down the interior with AK-47s. Mr. 
and Mrs. Hlapane were killed in 
bed. Left behind were six orphans, 
including a young daughter, Brenda, 
still paralyzed from wounds received 
in the attack. 

Two older daughters, Audrey and 
Charmaine, have completed their 
first year of college in the United 
States on a work-study program. But 
money is running out for their 
support. A trust fund administered 
free of charge has been set up so 
they can complete their education. 
Donations, which are tax deductible, 
are badly needed. Checks should be 
made out to: Bartholomew 
Hlapane Scholarship Fund, c/o 
National Forum Foundation, 
Suite 220, 214 Massachusetts 
Avenue NE, Washington, D.C. 
20002. 
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Tfte W~Qlly Pully® 
MILITARY SWEATER 

100 % Pure Virgin Wool . 
........ , 

Shoulder & Elbow Twill reinforcing 
Patches. Used by the Army, Marines, 
Air Force , Coast Guard , and many 
other demanding users. Made to 
rigorous U.S . and British Military 
specifications. Sizes 34 .to 46 . 

The Original - Made in England. 

Only $39.95 ppd. 

WP-200 Browntone 

DERBY TWEED New for 1985! 
Handsome Green Heather and Brown Tweed 
look is great for the outdoors and casual wear. 
WP-210, Derby Tweed $39.95 Sizes: 36 to 46 

CAMO WOOLLY PULLY® 
Registered military style pattern for the adventurous. 
Great match up with military camo BDUs. 
WP-70, Camo Woolly Pully Sizes: 36 to 46 $39.95 ppd. 
Select from these styles & colors: 
CREW NECK SIZES 
WP.1 10, Olive Green, USMC approved 5/77 32-50 
WP-115, Olive Graen, w/epaulets 34-50 
WP-120, NHy Blue 32·50 
WP-127, NHy Blue, w/epaulels 36-46 
WP-130, RAF Blue/grey 32·50 
WP-t 70, Black 34-46 
WP-185, Sand (Tan) 34-46 
WP-200, Browntone-Aagg-look 34-46 
WP-70, Camouflage 34-50 

V-NECK 
WP-121 , Navy Blue w/epaulels 
WP-125, Navy Blue 
WP-131, USAF Blue, wlepaulets . 
WP-171, US Army Black, w/epaulets & patch 
WP-176, Black, US Naval Academy 
WP-180, Sand (Tan) 
WP-190 , Peat Brown, US Fish & Wiidiife Service 

RAN.GER BOONIE HATS 
Floppy Vietnam Style Hat 
with the Short Brim. Military Fabrics. 
Made to Mil-spec design. Sizes: 7, 7' /•, 7'12. 73/4. 

VRH-2, OD Boonie 
VRH-3, Black Boonie $11.95 ppd. 
VRH-5, Navy Blue Boonie ~,. • .. .,, 
VRH-7, Woodland Camo Boonie . ,, ·· · .. ~ 

B~TTLEDDRESS UTILITIES· . . ) 
BRIGADE'S RIPSTOP 
COMBAT CLOTH™ 
Ughtweight, rugged , and fully reinforced for the 
toughest conditions. Exclusive 65/35 RipStop 
Poplin. Made to Army patterns for the regular BOU, 
but more comfortable in our all-climate Combat ClotH. • 
Coats: XS(1). S(2), M(3). L(4). XL(5). 
Trousers: XS(1). S(2), M(3). L(4). XL(5) Longs in 
S, M, Lonly. 
Colors: (1) Woodland Garno (2) SWAT Black (3) 
TAC-TEAM Navy Blue (4) Urban Smoke Gray 

BRC, Combat Cloth Coat $ 3 2. 9 5 ppd. 

BRT, Combat Cloth Trousers $32.95 ppd. 

Postpaid Shipping TOTAL ENCLOSED 

SIZES 
34-46 
34-46 
32-50 
32-50 
32-50 
34-46 
32-50 

COMMANDO JUMP SHEATH™ 

Our Exclusive Sheath provides greater w ear f lexibility and 
protection for your trusty edged t9ols . Internally lined with 
flexible plastic , covered with water-repellent, mil-spec 
packcloth. May be carried on regular belts . Clips not incl. 
Select for 5" , 8" , 1 2 " and 1 8" blades. 
Colors: (1 )Camouflage, (3)Black. 
CJS5( ), Commando Jump Sheath , 5" $8.95 
CJS8( ), Commando Jump Sheath, 8" $9.95 
CJS12( ), Commando Jump Sheath , 1 2" $11.95 
CJS18( ), Commando Jump Sheath , 18" $13.95 
ALC-150, ALICE Attaching Clips 2 pack $1.25 

WORLDWIDE SURVIVAL TOOL 
The Survival 1 2" Machete is a perfect choice for all 
Outdoorsmen . Every soldier should own one. Chop, dig, 
skin , cut for survival or around the home .-

MCH312, Survival Machete 12" $7 .95 ppd. 

COMMANDO WATCHBAND™ 

· ~ 

Protects and c~nceals nighttime glow. Unique Velcro®doublelock 
band and crystal cover strap. Ideal for nightwork, hunting, and hard 
work. Measure wrist to nearest larger 1/4 " mark for correct size. 

CB21, Camo Watchband $5.95 ppd. 

Also available in OD & Black 
Type B nylon web Parachute Webbing. 

CB1, Commando Watchband $5.50 ppd. 

tr:!!" safft 
Revolutionary design 
is multi-pocketed and 
is worn suspended 
around th.e neck. 

. For ultra high security! Ideal for travelers, hikers, 
military personnel , children, and women. Holds 
currency, coins, keys, passport, travel 
documents, accessories. 
Closed Size: 53/4 x 7 3/4 " . 
Colors: Camo, Olive Drab, Black, N~vy, Tan. 

KEP-82, Trek Sat $12.95 ppd. 

Send Check, Money Order or charge to Visa, Mastercard, Amex., 
or Diners Club. Foreign orders must request postage rates. 

Card # Expires: __ _ 

Name ___________________ _ 

Send FREE Catalogue of Basics for Life Products. Address -------------------
Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd.- city _____________ _ 

266 Roswell Street (60G), Marietta GA 30060 State ___________ Zip -----~--

® Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard Call (404] 428-1234 Money Back Guarantee 



OMEGA 
APOLOGY .. . 

In an advertisement for the Barry 
Sadler System of Self Defense, seen 
on page 97 of the SOF Focus Series 
"Fight Back" issue, and page 33 of 
the April issue of SOF, Ms. Rumiko 
Urata, "America's Female Ninja," is 
shown in action. She does not 
appear on the Sadler videotape, 
however, nor does the use of her 
photos imply her endorsement of 
Sadler's program: Her photo was 
used without her permission. 
Omega's publications office 
apologizes for any confusion. 

HONOR 
ROLL. . . 

El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund 
contributors: 

Daniel M. Howard, Patrick P. 
Morrow, Paul C. Woodward, Terry B. 
Adams, H.M. McPike, John J. 
Pentowski, Ted Cazel, Robert G. 
Wheaton, Joseph S. Salemi, Dale R. 
Smither, Crawford Haskell, David L. 
Hardiman, Donald Giles, Gary Diehl, 
Mark J. Hughes, Jeff Papa, Paul E. 
Rockhold, Dave Orchard. 

Refugee Relief International Inc.: 
Mike Kampf, Gary M. Gamaldi, 

Edward Bernard. 
Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund: 
Daniel M. Howard, Patrick P. 

Morrow, Ted Cazel, Donald E. 
Raulerson Jr., Robert G. Wheaton, 
Steven Garver, Donald Giles; Tactics 
Branch, U.S. Arrny, Field Artillery 
School, Ft. Sill, Okla.; Princess · 
Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry 
Battle School, Kapyong Platoon. 
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HOWDARE~OU 
'THREATEN 
K\Tn·POO! 

I RANIANS 
MAKE UP . .. 

Iran apparently has decided it can no longer 
afford the military and economic consequences of 
its hostile attitude toward its northern neighbor and 
wants to make up with the Soviet Union. This is 
evident in recent diplomatic shuttling between 
Tehran and Moscow. 

In January, Iranian Foreign Minister Ali Akhbar 
Velayati visited Moscow. On 2 February, Soviet 
Deputy Foreign Minister Georgi Komienko visited 
Tehran with a group of the Kremlin's military, trade 
and intelligence experts. Komienko is the 
highest-ranking Soviet official to visit Iran since the 
Ayatollah Khomeini seized power in 1979. The 
Soviet delegates met with Iran's Speaker of the 
Parliament Hashemi Rafsanjani, President Ali 
Khamenei, Prime Minister Mir-Hossein Mousavi, 
defense minister Muhammad Hossein Jalali, 
intelligence chief Muhammad Reyshari and Velayati. 

According to reports in Iran's official daily 
newspaper, Kayhan, the Islamic Republic News 
Agency and sources in Jerusalem's Media Analysis 
Center, the meetings resulted in decisions in the 
following areas: 
- Iraqi War: Iran asked the Soviets to stop 
shipping arms to Iraq. Moscow refused, but pointed 
out that Kremlin shipments to Baghdad have 
dropped steadily for the last year. The Soviets 
hinted that if agreements are reached in other areas, 
Iran might receive weapons through Syria, Libya, 
North Korea and Vietnam. 
- Afghanistan: The Soviets want Iran to end its 
support for anti-communist Holy Warriors. Iran 
refused, but promised to cut its aid package if the 
Soviets will reduce their support of anti-Khomeini 
rebels in Iranian Baluchistan . 
- Prisoners: The Soviets want Iran to release 
members of Iran's communist Tudeh Party 
imprisoned for trying to overthrow the Khomeini 
regime. Iran offered to commute death sentences 
and improve their prison conditions. 
- Trade: Iran's natural gas exports to the Soviets 
will resume for the first time since 1979. The 
Soviets will restart work on Iranian power stations at 
Isfahan and Ahvaz. 

A major reconciliation between the Soviets and 
Iran seems certain. 

RADIO 
VENCEREMOS ... 

Here's the translation 
of a broadcast 
monitored from El 
Salvador's communist 
guerrilla organ, Radio 
Venceremos, that's sure 
to endear its Marxist 
cause to the hearts of 
U.S. citizens: 

"The U.S. Space 
Shuttle Challenger 
exploded on Tuesday 
. . . after it had taken off 
from Cape Canaveral, 
Ra. The seven 
astronauts on board ... 
were killed.. . . Two 
members of the 
Challenger crew worked 
as pilots in the Vietnam 
War. In other words, 
they were two killers 
who sowed napalm in 
the martyrized 
Vietnamese land . . . . 
Given that two war 
criminals have died 
aboard the Challenger, 
we share the happiness 
felt by those who reject 
and condemn the U.S. 
imperalism 's 
warmongering policy. " 

These are among the 
very people in Central 
America supported by 
groups like the 
Committee in Solidarity 
with the People of El 
Salvador (CISPES), the 
Nicaragua Network and 
Witness for Peace. 

CoRRECTIONS 
Soldier of Fortune 

. erroneously reported in 
the May 1986 issue 
("Pana Jungla") the 
name of the president of 
Panama. He is Eric 
Arturo Delvalle. And in 
the story "Peace 
Frauds" in the same 
issue, the home district 
of U.S. Rep. Ronald 
Dellums was incorrectly 
reported. Dellums, a 
liberal California 
Democrat who chairs 
the House Armed 
Services Subcommittee 
on Military Installations 
and Facilities, is from 
Berkeley.~ 
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The Falcon Gunsight. .. 
. . -~~--

:-.-:- __:::4:. _t~:·\- -~---'::.:;-~ 

for targets that won't wait· 

W hen the metal's cold and your cheek is 
warm (and your aiming eye wants to 
moisten), even the best shooter can lose 

a second or two lining up iron sights on a fleeting 
target. 
Try this modem aircraft-type "heads-up display" 
gunsight: all you do is place the sharp red dot on 
the target - and squeeze. Keep both eyes open, 
if you like; there's no magnification or distortion 
to interfere with perfect sighting - and exact eye 

positioning isn't 
necessary. And the 
open ring gi,ves you an unre­
stricted field of view, completely 
parallax-free! Windage and elevation are adjust­
able, of course. 

Installs or removes in seconds - no gunsmithing 
needed. Designed to MIL-SPECS, the Falcon 
fits M-16 and AR-15 ... and all popular rifles 
and shotguns. Brilliantly effective from dawn to 
dusk. Bright, sharp red dot appears on the 25mrn 
window. Lithium battery is good for years. 

Get the specs and actual test data on firing per­
formance improvement vs. iron sights - and 
the name of your nearest Falcon dealer. Write 
to Falcon Gunsight, 12 Oak Park, Woburn, 
MA01730. 

Vcilca--n,· 
OPTICAL GUNSIGHT 

J';,r;u:nt Pc:mJini: 



UPDATE ART, INC. 
333 Fifth Ave., N.Y., N.Y. 10016 

19 x 25 Color Poster $5.00 
Send copies x $5.00 ; $ ___ _ 

Add shipping and handling $2.50 

Total enclosed $ ___ _ 

Address. _ __________ _ 

City/State/Zip __________ _ 

Allow 2 weeks for delivery 

-------------------------
GIANT 

HEAVY DUTY 
INFLATABLE BOATS 

2 MAN $38 
3 MAN $50 
4 MAN $65 

Before Midnight 
For The Next 30 Days 

As part of an advertising test, Dunlap Boat Mfg. will 
send any of above size boats to anyone who reads 
and responds to this test before the next 30 days. 
Each Boat Lot No. (Z-26 PVC) is constructed of tough 
high density fabric (resistant to abrasions, sunlight, 
salt & oil), electronically welded embossed seams, 
nylon safety line grommeted all around, heavy duty 
oar locks, 3 separate air chambers for extra safety (4 
air chambers in 4-man), self-locking safety valves, 
bow lifting & towing handle and are recommended for 
marine, ocean and fresh water recreation, camping, 
fishing or a family fun boat. Each boat will be accom­
panied with a LIFETIME guarantee that it must per­
form 100% or it will be replaced free. Add $7 handling 
& crating for each boat requested. Dunlap Boat Mfg. 
pays all shipping. If your order is received within the 
next ten days you will receive FREE a combined 
hand /foot inflator I dellator bellows style pump for 
each boat reques1ed. Should you wish to return your 
boat you may do so for a refund. Any letter post­
marked after 30 days will be returned. LIMIT three (3) 
boats per address, no exceptions. Send appropriate 
sum together with your name and address to: Boat 
Dept. #847-B, Dunlap Boat Mfg., 2940 W . Pico Blvd., 
Los Angeles, CA 90006. Or for fastest service from 
any part of the country call 1-800-824-9988 for 
Boat Dept. #847-B (Calif. residents call collect 
213-735-9363), before midnight seven days a week. 
Have credit card ready. 

12 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

FULL AUTO 
by Peter G. Kokalis 

Rock'n'Roll Metronome 

THE cyclic rate of a machine gun is 
defined as the theoretical rate of fire of 
a weapon operated continuously with 
an infinite supply of ammunition, dis­
regarding the requirement to change 
magazines or belts. Expressed in 
rounds per minute (rpm), it is impor­
tant to everyone from designer to end 
user since the cyclic rate affects every­
thing from hit probability to compo­
nent life. 

Military tacticians traditionally refer 
to three rates of fire when discussing 
squad or section machine guns. Slow 
or suppressive fire is used to hinder 
enemy movement and discourage him 
from interfering with the movements of 
friendly troops. At a rate of 40-60 rpm, 
firing three- to four-round bursts, a 
SAW or GPMG should be capable of 
maintaining this rate of fire for more 
than 30 minutes. Rapid fire, at 75-100 
rpm and fired in six- to 10-round 
bursts, is designed to prevent the 
enemy from returning fire or moving. 
In combat expect to maintain this rate 
for no more than two minutes without 
damage to the barrel. Finally, during 
initial contact to gain ascendancy over 
the enemy, supporting the final mo­
ments of the assault or in beating off a 
determined enemy attack we may 
briefly employ the gun at its cyclic rate 
of fire. This is often referred to as "win­
ning the firefight. " 

Personal experience indicates that 
upon contact most soldiers will opt for 
the cyclic rate until the firefight is over 
or they have expended their entire 
supply of ammunition. So much for 
the tacticians. When the shit hits the 
fan most gunners will lay back on the 
trigger without regard to overheating 
or ammunition logistics. Gunnery sci­
ence for machine guns faded into 
oblivion as a training discipline after 
the Korean War. 

But back to cyclic rates. Many fac­
tors affect a machine gun's cyclic rate. 
Some of the most important are 
method of operation, mass of recipro­
cating parts, port pressure (in gas­
operated guns), ammunition, fouling, 
buffers, recoil springs, atmospheric 
conditions and lubrication. 

Cyclic rates on recoil- or blowback­
operated guns can be adjusted by in-

creasing or decreasing the mass of the 
bolt group. A case in point is the Mini 
UZI. Plagued by a cyclic rate of well 
over 1,200 rpm, !MI has introduced a 
new bolt for this weapon that features 
tungsten heavy-metal inserts. The 
additional 12 o unces supposedly 
drops the cyclic rate to 750 rpm. The 
cyclic rate of the M1921 Thompson 
was lowered from 800 rpm to 600 rpm 
on the Ml 928 version by means of a 
heavier actuator. 

Reducing the port pressure on a gas­
operated machine gun by diminishing 
the amount of gas permitted to reach 
the piston will lower the cyclic rate. 
Increased fouling will work to the same 
end. 

High-pressure ammunition and ex­
treme heat will increase cyclic rates 
somewhat. High-temperature lubri­
cants can also slightly increase cyclic 
rates. But if too much is used it will 
attract debris, which in tum will lower 
the cyclic rate and induce stoppages. 

Weak springs with low force con­
stants will generally lower the cyclic 
rate. Stronger springs will increase 
rates of fire up to a point. If the recoil 
spring is too stiff the bolt group will be 
unable to complete its rearward travel 
and the resulting "short cycle" will 
cause either a runaway gun or failure 
to feed the next round, depending on 
the load factor of the reciprocating 
parts. 

Designers often employ buffers to 
moderate or increase the cyclic rate. 
Hard buffers are used when high cyclic 
rates are desired. A series of saucer­
shaped Belleville washers are used in 
the M3 Browning .50 caliber aircraft 
machine gun and FN MAG 58 GPMG 
for this purpose. When the reciprocat­
ing parts strike these washers they 
absorb the energy by deforming into 
flat plates. Upon release of this strain 
energy the plates become saucers 
again and the surge of energy propels 
the recoiling parts forward into coun­
terrecoil with a velocity only slightly 
less than their initial rearward velocity. 
Soft buffers can be used to retard the 
counterrecoil velocity and lower the 
cyclic rate. 

High cyclic rates generally decrease 
hit probability on both point and area 
targets, with some important qualifica-
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AIR SHOT CORPORATION 
P. 0. BOX 430043, SOUTH MIAMI, FL 33243 
Please send me ___ air shot survival carbine(s)@ $79.95 each. 

, Also includes 100 pellets and 20 targets. 
Florida residents add 5% sales tax. 
No handling charge, freight prepaid anywhere in the continental USA. 
Orders outside USA add $5.00 shipping and handling. 
This must be signed. ~x ____________ _ 
I affirm that I am 18 years old or older. 

D MasterCard D Visa D Money Order D Check Enclosed 
Not sold in New York City. 

Credit Card No. 

11111111111111111111 
Expiration Date 

I I I I I I I I 
Name ___________ Phone _____ _ 

Address ________________ _ _ _ 

City ________ State ___ _ Zip ___ _ 

SOF 



Conventioneer Only Preregistration Form 

City ___________ State __ Zip----

Mail to: SOF Convention '86, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80303 

D Enclosed find my check/money order for $100 
(payable to SOF Convention) 

Please bill my 0 MasterCard DVISA 

Card # _____________ ,Exp. Date __ _ 

Signature-------------------



tions. When a burst is fired, the vibra­
tions of the gun, minor variations in the 
ammunition and atmospheric condi­
tions give each bullet a slightly different 
trajectory. This group of trajectories is 
known as the cone of fire. The beaten 
zone is the long, elliptical-shaped pat­
tern formed by the intersection of 
ground surface with the cone of fire. 

If long bursts are fired, machine guns 
with high cyclic rates will produce larg­
er beaten zones. If very short bursts are 
fired by trained gunners like the Ger­
man MG-34/42 gunners in Woi-ld War 
II, the group dispersion will actually 
decrease in size. 

The gun mount will also affect group 
dispersion. A properly sandbagged tri­
pod will yield smaller beaten zones 
than a bipod mount. The closer a 
bipod is to the gun's muzzle, the small­
er the beaten zone. Whenever possi­
ble, German gunners fired their MG-
34/42s with the bipod attached to the 
muzzle position. Of course, there is a 
tradeoff. The closer the bipod is to the 
muzzle, the more restricted are the 
gun's traversing movements. Soft 
mounts (tripods with moving shock 
absorbers on the cradle) will provide 
smaller beaten zones than standard 
hard mount tripods. 

With all this in mind, what are the 
ideal cyclic rates for automatic 
weapons? Let's start with submachine 
guns. Submachine guns are usually 
fired from the shoulder, rarely from the 
hip and never from a mount (except 
for the Italian Villa Perosa). The hu­
man body is the most insecure of these 
firing platforms. The ideal cyclic rate 
for submachine guns is 550-750 rpm. 
550-600 rpm is just right and over 700 
rpm is a bit on the high side. The 1,200 
rpm generated by the despicable MAC 
is a poor joke despite what some peo­
ple might say. Three-shot bursts are 
easy to master with SM Gs that fire be­
tween 550-700 rpm and this will con­
serve ammunition and maximize 
accuracy potential and hit probability 
on point targets engaged by these 
weapons. At 750 rpm both the Soviet 
PPSh-41 and Heckler & Koch MPS 
are borderline in acceptability. 

Assault rifles generally fire at slightly 
higher rates than the average sub­
machine gun. The Kalashnikov series 
fires at about 600 rpm, the M16 series 
at 650-850 rpm (depending on the 
model) , the Gali! at 650 rpm, the 
French FAMAS at 850-900 rpm, the 
Beretta Model 70 at 630 rpm, the Steyr 
AUG at 650 rpm and the Enfield IW 
bullpup at 650-800 rpm (depending 
upon the configuration). 1 think the 
best range is between 600-750 rpm, 
except 7.62x51mm NATO caliber 
rifles cannot be controlled at any rate 
of full-auto fire. 

With the increasing use of burst con­
trol devices we must examine the con-
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FN Marketing's cyclic rate calculator is 
portable, hand-held and great for 
computing the rate of fire on all your 
full-auto toys. 

cept of extremely high cyclic rates. 
Heckler & Koch's Gll is a case in 
point. When fired in the full-auto 
mode, the cyclic rate is 600 rpm. When 
the selector is set to three-shot burst, 
the rifle fires at an astounding 2,000 
rpm. Why? Fired in such rapid succes­
sion, the third bullet has left the muzzle 
before the firer reacts to the recoil 
momentum. The increase in hit prob­
ability is phenomenal. At normal 
assault rifle cyclic rates the first round 
will impact on the target while subse­
quent shots veer high and to the right. 
We will see greater application of this 
concept in the near future. 

Back to more conventional arms. 
Light machine guns and medium 
machine guns are most effective for 
ground use when they fire between 
500 and 600 rpm. At least the M60's 
designers got this right. The Bren, 
Vickers and Browning series all fire at 
the correct rates for infantry use. And 
great gun that it is, the FN MAG 58 
GPMG at 700-1,000 rpm fires too fast. 
The MG-34 fired at 900 rpm and this 
was increased to 1,200 rpm on Hitler's 
Zipper (the MG-42) , but German 
troops were trained to fire short bursts. 
The HK21 is not only too light for its 
caliber (7.62x51mm NATO), but fires 
too fast at 850 rpm. 

However, when we mount a 
machine gun into an aircraft, because 
the plane's speed decreases hit prob­
ability whether engaging another air­
craft or ground targets, we want to 
throw out as much lead as possible, as 
fast as possible. Aircraft and anti­
aircraft machine guns invariably fire at 
rates at least twice as fast as their infan­
try counterparts. The infantry version 
of the .50 caliber Browning machine 

gun, good old Ma Deuce, chugs along 
at a mere 450 rpm - more than fast 
enough if you are one of its ammo 
bearers. In its aircraft configuration 
these Browning .50s spew lead out of 
the muzzle from 900-1 ,200 rpm. The 
7.62x51mm General Electric M134 
Minigun, an area weapon if ever there 
was one, rotates its six barrels fast 
enough to deliver 6,000 rounds per 
minute. This can really ruin your day. 

Many machine guns do not fire at 
their specified rates. Sometimes the 
port pressure was not properly ad­
justed at the factory. Variables such as 
ammunition and fouling are beyond 
the manufacturer's control. And some­
times the manufacturer doesn't want 
you to know what the real cyclic rate is 
- usually when it's higher than de­
sired. So how do you determine the 
cyclic rate of your cherished Thomp­
son or mighty Vickers? Sources like 
Jane's Infantry Weapons get their 
specifications from the manufacturer. 
Hardly reliable. You can purchase an 
Oehler System 82 which features a 
machine gun chronograph. Unfortu­
nately, these units start at $6,500 and 
go up as you add modules. 

FN Manufacturing Inc. (Dept. SOF, 
P.O. Box 104, Columbia, SC 29202) 
will shortly be marketing a portable, 
hand-held cyclic rate calculator, called 
the FRM-SSD, for just under $1 ,000. 
You bet it's expensive, but it beats the 
Oehler unit's price by more than five 
big ones and it can be carried out in the 
field . Powered by a standard nine-volt 
battery, a small microphone will pick 
up and compute any cyclic rate up to 
1,200 rpm (production series units will 
feature microchip circuits and a capa­
bility of 500-2,000 rpms). Fastened to 
the arm by Velcro straps, just tum the 
FRM-SSD on, dial any delay from 0 to 
5, set the number of shots you want to 

Continued on page 84 
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"C OMMAND Post, Sierra I." 
"Go ahead Sierra I." 
"Command Post, I have two men 

with scoped rifles on the forward slope 
of hill 1582. Refer to Bravo-Tango IV 
on your sit map. Will keep them under 
close surveillance and advise." 

The sounds of the combat zone 
come through strong and clear 
through the static of the field radio. But 
this particular communication did not 
originate from a combat area. It was a 
radio communication between a coun­
tersniper team and its command post, 
on contract to a major international 
corporation somewhere in the free 
world. 

The need has never been greater for 
professional security groups to provide 
countersniper teams to be tasked with 
the responsibility of protecting life and 
property of major corporations en­
gaged in high-threat areas. Private in­
dustry is rapidly realizing that if they are 
to protect their employees and assets, 
they must go it alone. They cannot 
expect the local law enforcement 
agencies or armies, either at home or 
abroad, to protect them. So security 
has been given a higher priority and 
security personnel of the highest cali­
ber have been sought out. 

Most corporations have had a poor 
record in dealing with paramilitary 
attacks, and their showing has pro­
ceeded from the capabilities of security 
personnel they recruit. Sure, rent-a­
cops look nice with their clean uni­
forms anc;l their morning greetings are 
pleasant, but can they repel a terrorist 
attack? Can they prevent an abduction 
of management personnel or their 
family members? Can they neutralize a 
sniper who has half the work force 
pinned down and the other half afraid 
to even show up for work? No. Most 
corporations react to a crisis rather 
than take methods to prevent it from 
happening. This form of crisis manage­
ment is costly and outdated. 

Certainly, not all corporations need 
a countersniper team within their 
security division. But there are times 
when local conditions dictate the need 
for a professional team of highly skilled 
individuals. To procrastinate could 
cost a fortune in the loss of life, proper­
ty and litigation. 

A nonmilitary countersniper team 
has some degree of contact with its 
military counterparts in some areas. 
However, its priorities as well as the 
use of deadly force are far different and 
much more controlled due to statutory 
restraints, local governmental restric­
tions and corporative policy. 

The primary mission of a military 
sniper team is to support combat op­
erations by delivering precision fire on 
selected ·targets from concealed posi-
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by Sierra I 

Civilian Countersniping 

Sierra I and his special-built sniper 
rifle. 

Sierra I and spotter displaying 
modified camo-cape and coat. This 
is a seasonal camo outfit and can be 
changed easily as weather 
conditions dictate. 

tions. The primary mission of a nonmil­
itary contracted countersniper team is 
to provide protection to individuals, 
groups of individuals or property, not­
withstanding additional requirements 
imposed subject to contractual re­
quirements. 

A nonmilitary countersniper team, 
depending upon where in the world it 
is operating, is governed by an inordi­
nate number of statutes, policy re­
quirements and restrictions, so much 
so that it dictates that the team mem­
bers possess a high degree of maturity, 
good judgment, initiative, intelligence, 
common sense and equanimity. 

The ideal team member has had 
military combat experience, formal 
military sniper training, law enforce­
ment training, and possesses the traits 
mentioned above. He should be 
somewhat of a loner, able to exist 

under adverse conditions, be extreme­
ly knowledgeable of military science to 
include map and compass, tactics, 
booby traps, scouting and patrolling, 
communications, movement, stealth, 
camouflage, and be able to hit a target, 
regardless of conditions, out to 1,000 
meters. His creditability must be fully 
established. 

The make-up of the countersniper 
team includes the countersniper (in most 
cases also serving as team leader), the 
spotter and a team security. This two- or 
three-man team is usually hired by put­
ting the team leader under contract and 
then allowing him the latitude of acquir­
ing the additional team members. To 
follow any other form of hiring practice 
would reduce team efficiency. 

A countersniper team must be 
together constantly, usually under 
stress , adverse conditions (both 
physical and climatic) and despite 
these negatives they must work long 
hours day in and day out in harmony 
and trust. They must know each 
other's limitations and know that each 
man can be counted upon. 

The contractor must provide the 
weapons and certain other equipment 
for the countersniper team, and pro­
vide sufficient lead time for the team 
members to acquaint themselves with 
the terrain they will be operating in and 
the work routine of the employees and 
the on-site security force. Logistical re­
quirements will vary greatly depending 
upon environment, location and threat 
level, and is usually discussed during 
contract negotiations. In most cases, 
and this applies not only in foreign 
countries but the United States as well, 
weapons and military equipment of 
any kind cannot be carried as baggage 
or through customs. For legal reasons, 
all weapons must be under the own­
ership of the corporation (at least with­
in the United States) , and corporative 
legal staffs must do their homework 
prior to activating a countersniper 
team within their area of operation. 

Upon arrival at the area you will be 
protecting, perform a thorough recon 
and initiate your position selection. Be­
cause your mission is normally defen-

Continued on page 84 
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S.M.A.S.H. ·~· .. 
SOUTHERN MARTIAL ARTS ~ -· 
SURVIVAL HEADQUARTERS 

8367 TOM DRIVE• BATON ROUGE, LOUISIANA 70815 
ORDER TOLL FREE! 

1-800-762-7 426 

G.I. BDU SHIRTS IN LA. 504/927-8613 G.I. BDU PANTS 
REINFORCED ELBOWS 

#CMSW-WOODLAND 50/50 
#CMSB-BLACK 50/50 

SIZE CHART REINFORCED SEAT, KNEES, 
BDU SHIRT ADJUSTABLE WAISTTABS 

#CMST-TI GER STR I PE/100% Cotton Ripstop 
Regular $34.95 

S.M.A.S.H. Price $2 6 95 

SIZE CHEST WITH DRAW STRINGS 
S 33-37" #CMPW-WOODLAND 50/50 
M 37-41'' #CMPB-BLACK 50/50 
L 41-45" #CMPT-TIGERSTRIPE/1oo%CottonRipstop 

XL 45-45" 

AITOR JUNGLE KING I BDU PANTS Regular $34.95 $2 695 
WAIST INSEAM ~s_.M_.A_._s_._H_. _P_r_ic_e ____ ----1 SIZE 

XS Reg. 
SReg. 
M Reg. 
LReg. 
XL Reg. 

Retail · 
$200.00 

24-27" 291h-321h 
27 -31 " 291h-321h 
31-35" 291h-32112 
35-39" 29112-32112 
39-43" 29112-32112 

S.M.A.S.H. 
IS GOING TO SAVE YOU 

MONEY 

SURVIVORS KNIFE 
. 29 FEATURES IN ALL 

Retail $3995 

S.M.A.S.H. 
Price 

NINJA SUITS ORIGINAL JUNGLE FATIGUES 
100% COTTON RIPSTOP VIETNAM STYLE SLANT POCKET 

JUNGLE FATIGUES• FEATURES COMPASS POCKET •Double waist ties 
•Knee ties, Ankle ties 
•Gauntlet sleeves 
•Hidden shuriken pocket 
•Two piece hood 

Retai I $3995 

S.M.A.S.H. 

$2695 
PANTS 

#CMPJG-0.D. 
#CMJT-TIGER 

STRIPE 

Retail $34.95 
S.M.A.S.H. 

s2995 
SHIRTS 

#CMSJG-0.D. 
#CMSJT-TIGER 

STRIPE 

. (XS) 4'-4'7"; (S) 5'-5'5"; (M) 5'5"-5'10"; 
(L) 5'10"-6'1 "; (XL) over 6'1" 

USE BOU 
SIZE CHART COLD STEEL T ANTO #KT02 

I 

Retail $19.95 
S.M.A.S.H. 

Price 

YOUTH'S 
CAMOUFLAGE 

SEND $100 FOR CATALOG 

BS 6 POCKET- PULL TA 
DRAW STRING BOTT OMS 

S.M.A.S.H. Price $ 9 995 _..; 
,_;--FREE 

Call 1-800-SMASHCO ,,,-:,i:6~~~~ 
for other models ,,, oR sENo $1.oo 

,_,-; FOR CATALOG. 
Reg. ,_.- QTY. NO. SIZE PRICE 

$12995,_,-' ,, 
#CB PW-WOODLAND 
#CBSW-WOODLAND 4 POCKE 

MATCHING SHIRT 

,, 
T ;• "' 0 Money Order 

,_,-; 0 Check enclosed 

\b.'\Q ,, 
o,\'2.' ,_; 

Charge my 0 MasterCard 0 Visa 0 Am. Express 

ion Date I I I I I I I I I I 
SUBTOTAL 

SHIPPING $4 95 

LA. 7% 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I TOTAL 

b.,€>'~, ~---- Expirat 

cfir..0S,,-' Credit Card No. 

$1695 ,_,-'' Authorized Signature--------------------
,_,- Name -------------- Phone ______ _ 

State Zip 
,_,-'' Address-----------------------

,- S.M.A.S.H. City 

JULY 86 SOLDlllB or FOBT(JNI! 17 



BLADE length. It's one of the most 
important factors that determine how 
well a knife functions. But most Amer­
icans commonly select their knives 
with little understanding of the ele­
ments of utility and mechanical dy­
namics that are afforded by knives of 
different sizes. Today's knife buyer 
usually buys a blade based on how it 
looks, regardless of whether it's too 
short or too long to be a first-rate tool 
or weapon. 

Let's face it, there is simply no such 
thing as a perfect all-purpose knife. 
There is one that comes pretty close for 
my particular requirements, but I have 
yet to see one that will excel at every 
chore from utility through combat. My 
solution to this problem is to carry two 
knives when venturing out into a 
potential survival situation. Otherwise I 
simply carry my front line knife and 
leave the other one at home. 

My knives of choice are selected on 
the basis of function , not fad or 
fashion. For my constant carry I use a 
bowie knife with a blade 93/4 inches 
long. It is a deadly fighting knife and 
the single most versatile cutting imple­
ment one can have in a true survival 
scenario. My choice of an auxiliary 
blade is a small utility knife with a blade 
that is between 4% and 4% inches 
long. Each knife does several things 
extremely well, and the man who car­
ries this combination is well-prepared 
for whatever might take place. 

You will notice that no mention has 
been made of knives with blades be­
tween 6 and 8 1/2 inches in length. 
Knives of this size are often pleasant to 
look at, but as a handy skinning and 
camp utility knife or combat knife they 
just don't get the job done. They are 
too small and light to be an effective 
combat or survival blade and too large 
and unwieldy to be a good handy size 
in camp. 

Many knifemakers and knife owners 
may kick at this idea. However, truly 
knowledgeable knife users know and 
understand what I mean. Most people 
don' t realize that the overwhelming 
majority of knifemakers in this country 
are not really knife users. They make 
what they can sell, and most of their 
customers buy what looks good and 
appeals to their particular sense of aes­
thetics. This applies to the public at 
large as well as the military. The K­
BAR and the bowie of Carlson's Raid­
ers are two cases in point. Neither was 
as good as it could or should have 
been. 

A combat knife and a survival knife 
are not exactly one and the same. 
However, a well-made and balanced 
survival knife makes a battle blade that 
is awesome in its effectiveness. On the 
other hand, the best combat blade 
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BATILE 
BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 

Blade Length: 
Function or Fashion? 

A 9%-inch bowie knife and a 
4 112-inch utility knife should take 
care of most of your combat and 
survival needs. 

makes something less than a first cabin 
survival knife. Let's look at the differ­
ence between the two, and see how 
blade length is a crucial factor in the 
performance of each. 

A weapon should be selected on the 
basis that it will give the user an advan­
tage in an encounter with other 
weapons of the same type. In a fighting 
knife, this means that your blade 
should enable you to cut your oppo­
nent more often and more severely 
than he can cut you. In a face-to-face 
confrontation with blades the man with 
a 2- or 3-inch reach advantage will 
come out on top if all other factors are 
equal. A man equipped with a knife 
that has a 6- or 7-inch blade simply 
can' t acquire his target as easily or as 
safely as a person with a 9- or 10-inch 
blade. Speed is important, even vital in 
a knife fight, but speed coupled with 
reach is lethal. The ideal man-killing 
knife is a synthesis of length and quick-

ness, and long quick knives are hard to 
build. That's one reason you see so 
many knives with short blades. 

Blade length does something else to 
the knife in your hand. It enables the 
laws of physics to come to your assis­
tance in the form of mechanical advan­
tage under the guise of leverage. Add 
length to your blade and you automati­
cally increase the amount of power 
you can deliver in a stroke. A properly 
made bowie knife with a 9 1/2-inch 
blade will cleave a section of 2x10 lum­
ber that is 18 to 24 inches Jong with 
one stroke and will do it reliably and 
consistently. A knife with an 8 1/2-inch 
blade won't make the same cut. Six or 
7 inches? Out of the question. 

A survival knife is one that must be 
capable of making a wide range of cuts 
with a minimum expenditure of effort. If 
you are injured or freezing, you don't 
need to expend vital energy or precious 
calories cutting firewood or building a 
shelter. If you are forced to defend your­
self against an animal other than man, 
you need a blade that has the power to 
crunch bones, for an animal has a much 

Continued on page 92 
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NAVY VETS •• ·------ --­
Sign aboard for the 
adventure of a lifetime with 
Special Veterans Excursions 
ISRAELI NAVY TOUR '86 _____ _ 

Featuring these exciting highlights: 

• Relive Israeli naval actions with actual combat films 

•Review Israel's latest high-tech seaborne equipment 

• Experience a full day of sailing aboard a Red Sea 
schooner · 

• Visit the naval facilities at Haifa 
and tour the Israeli Naval Museum 

• Scuba dive at Caesarea's 
archeological site 

Special Veterans Excursions, in cooperation with the Israeli Veterans Association, is pleased to 
announce this exclusive Israeli Navy Tour - available to military veterans only! 

The Israeli Navy Veterans Tour is scheduled for August '86. The 10-day deluxe package, including 
air and ground transportation, all accommodations, and most meals is priced at an unbelievably low 
$1, 759. For more information on this once in a lifetime opportunity, including a comprehensive 
day-by-day itinerary, send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to: Special Veterans Excursions, 606 
West Barry St., Suite 181-SOF, Chicago, IL 60657. 

Requests for information must be received by May 31, 1986. Registration deposits must be 
received by June 30, 1986. 

Your application is conditional upon a security clearance to be conducted by the Israeli government. 



From the publishers of 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE -

THE IBEST OF SOF! 

This special issue is filled 
with the very best that SOF 

has provided it's readers 
with during it's 10 year 
publishing history. Each 

page of THE BEST OF SOF 
is filled with 10 years of 

action and adventure. 

From around the globe, 
a decade of combat 

reporting, weapons testing 
and warfare that covered 

the field like no other 
publication in history. 

If you missed one issue of 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, 

you won't want to miss one 
page of THE BEST OF SOF. 

Don't take a chance on 
missing this special Action 

Series Collectors issue. Use 
the coupon below to 

reserve your copy of THE 
BEST OF SOF. Don't delay 

- send your order in today! 

ON SALE 
JULY 29, 1986 

THE BEST OF 

SOF ACTION SERIES: THE BEST OF SOF 
YES - I want to reserve my copy of THE BEST OF SOF. My order is below. 
I understand that each copy is $3.95 (plus shipping and handling) . 

NAME _ _ _________ _ 

ADDRESS _____ _____ _ 

CITY ___ STATE _ _ ZIP ___ _ 

Quantity (x$3.95) 

Shipping/handling 

3.6% sales tax (Colo. Res.) 

Total amount enclosed 

$1.05 
Clip coupon and mail to: 

THE BEST OF SOF 

P.O. Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 

Foreign orders add $2.00/copy additional postage. U.S. FUNDS ONLY. Please allow 4 weeks for delivery after print date of (7/4/86). Offer expires 12/31/86. 
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1 
Gt M-65 

Field Jacket. 
Latest US Anny issue field jacket. 50/ 50 
nylon-cotton. Ouarpel water repellency. Zip­
in hood, heavy~uty front zipper, snap 
closures. Plus extra room in the shoulders 
for movement. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
ll0107GO O.D. Green $1lJ.95 $44.95 
lf0107WO Woodland Garno. $~ $44.95 
Gt M-65 Jacket Liner. Cold weather liner. 
Turns M-65 into all weather 
jacket. Sizes: S, M, L, XL. 
ll0107AO $19.95 

2 Folding Trench Knife. 3Y," stainless 
steel blade folds conveniently into 
the unique 5" steel .. knuckle buster .. 
handle for protection & safety. Length 
open-8)1,". 
#172010 $J.Q:95 Sale S14.95 

3 8-Shot Tear Gas Revolver. Fires 8-.22 
caliber tear gas or blanks in seconds. 
lf26011 O Blue SJA,95 Sale S 9.95 
#260120 Chrome SJ.S,95- Sale $10.95 
.22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic. Fires 6-.22 
caliber tear gas or blanks as fast as you can 
pull the trigger. 
lf260510 Blue 
lf260520 Chrome 
Accessories 

S,lk95 Sale $10.95 
$.),5,95 Sale $11 .95 

#260202 Tear Gas Cartridges ( 10) 
lf260204 X-Loud Blanks ( 100) 
#260201 Revolver Holster 
lf260203 Automatic Holster 

5 Mitchell AR-50 Accessory 
Package. Black space age ny lon 
pistol grip and nickel-plated steel 
telescoping buttstock. Locks 
open and closed. Compact-26" 

$2.95 
$3.95 
$2.95 
$3.95 

overall when closed. Regular size open. 
Ventilated forend. 
#242000 $69.95 

6 Mitchell 50-rd Mag. for 10/ 22 Rifle. Easy 
loading, re liable functioning and durability. 
Full SCH-d. capacity. Markings on back keep 
you informed of remaining rounds. 
11193000 ~Sale $34.95 

Credit Card Orders For Fast Delivery 

7 Mini-Mag. Tiny size, has all the quality 
engineering, optics, & performance of larger 

Mag-Lites. 5)1," long, %" diameter. 1" 
diameter flashlight head focuses beam from 

powerful spot lo flood. Uses 2 .. A .. cells. 
jf320100 $14.95 

4 Lifeknife Commando. Razor-sharp 6" 
blade made from 440C stainless steel heat 
treated to RH57-58. Aircratt aluminum hol­
low handle is waterproof. Contains wire saw, 
matches, survival fish hooks, split shot. 20 tt. 
of 10 lb. test line. 6 11. snare utility wire, 
needles, sutures. Black leather sheath, 
thong & sharpening stone. Jeweled com­
pass in cap. 12" overall. 
1722SO 

Clips & Magazines 
Pachmayr Stainless 
Steel .45 Magazine. 
# 193110 $19.95 
Browning Hi-Power 
9 mm Mag. 13-shot 
# 191620 $15.00 
AR-15 M-16. 
30-shot Magazine. 
#191220 $7.95 
M-1 Carbine. 30-snot 
Magazine Blue Steel. 
#190420 $5.00 

Uzi 9 mm. 32-shot Magazine. 
# 192620 

Magazines for Mini 14 
20-shot Blue #190720 
30-Shot Blue #190820 
40-shot Blue jf191020 
20-Shot Stainless #220600 

$14.95 

s 9.95 
$12.95 
$24.95 
$1 4.95 

11 Six Pocket Bush Short. Made of 
tough. durable material you find in regular 
fatigues. Triple needle side & yoke seams. 
Front has 2 flapped-patch pockets, 2 slash 
pockets. The back has 2 patch pockets with 
!laps. Sizes: 24-46. 
lf3404GO 0 .D. Green $15.95 

The Black Book Of Dirty Tricks . .. Improvised 
Munilions Handbook .. is the most sought 
atter (until now impossible to obtain) Army 
Manual. Includes chapters on: M ines & 
Grenades. Small Arms Weapons & Ammo, 
Mortars & Rockets. Incendiary Devices. 
Fuses. Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. Plus 
how to manufacture Rocket Launchers. 
Pistols. Sholguns. and Reco illess Rifles from 
easy to obtain materials. And much more! 
New expanded edition! Limited number 
available! 
ORDER NOW! Order No. BB $10.00 

8 USAF L-2B Flight Jacket. O fficial Air 
Force Lightzone (Lightweight issue). Sage 
Green. Orange lining. 100% polyester. Knit 
collar, cuffs & waistband. 2 pockets. Zipper 
cigarette pocket on sleeve. S izes: S. M, L, XL 
11012900 $~ Sale S39.95 
USAF MA-1 Flyer's Jacket. Same as L-2B 
wilh 100% polyester batting lin ing for 
warmth. No epaulets. Sage Green, Orange 
lining. Sizes: S. M, L. XL. 
lf0134GO $~Sale $39.95 

9 Camouflage Ranger Vest. Has a pocket 
for everything. B ack pockets, front pockets, 
side pockets. bellows pockets. hidden 
pockets. Woodland Garno. cotton blend 
with shirt-tail sides. Hide-away hood in collar. 
Rugged action vest is good looking & func­
tional. Sizes: S. M, L, XL. 
lf0148CO $39.95 

10 Little Black Box. Automatically starts 
recorder when telephone is picked up. Re­
cords entire conversation on beth sides. 
Automatically stops recorder when phone 
is hung up! Attaches anywhere along the line 
& plugs into ANY recorder. Causes abso­
lutely no interference or noise on phone. 
MINIATURE! Only 2" x 2" x %". 
Alligator clip hook-up 
lf310101 $~ Sale $24.95 
Modular plug~n hook-up 
lf310102 $~ Sale $24.95 

lf3404KO Khaki $15.95 ~·•llit 
lf3404CO Camouflage $15.95 ~ 

12 .. Pineapple .. Hand Grenade. Com­
pletely inert & harmless. Looks like the 
real thing. Detachable firing lever. 
# 1721GO $6.95 
Ordertng Information! To order by mail, use 
coupon or separate sheet. Mail payment or credil 

card information. For ques­
tions or information call 

1·312·228-0080. To order by 
onone use credit card number. Call 

1-800-323·3233. Have all information ready. 
Minimum order 510.00. 

fffi 1J .... f}-I~ ~ 

13 The Bionic Ear. 
Extremely sensitive & 

pointable. e Ironic listening device the 
size of a flashlight. Amplifies & passes 
them on to the user through stereo head­
phones which are included. Used exten­
sively by hunters, bird watchers. security 
& law enforcement personnel. Can near a 
whisper at 100 yards. feet scuffling at 200 
feet. a car door shutting at 5 blocks, a 
coon dog on the trail up to 2 miles. Uses 
9 volt battery. Warning: Not intended as an 
eavesdropping device. 
#310300 $69.95 

r---------------------------------------, 
PRJ{E'£~E9 1090 FARGO ELK ~~~::~ILLAGE, IL 60007 

QTY. NUMBER DESCRIPTION/ SIZE/COLOR PRICE 

CHARGE MY: D MASTERCARD 0 AMERICAN EXPRESS 
D VISA D DINERS CLUB/ CARTE BLANCHE 
0 CHECK ENCLOSED D MONEY ORDER 

CATALOG Sl.00-FREE WITH ORDER D SEND CATALOG 

SUB 
TOTAL 

SHIPPING/ t---
5
-
3
_-
50

-
HANDL/NG>----

CALL TOLL FREE CREDIT Illinois Residents Include TAX 
CARD N0. _______ -'--'1r.'-"s=a1e"'-s T=••;___ TOTAL t----

1-800-323-3233 EXP. OAT 
Illinois, Alaska, Hawaii 1-312-228-0080 ~------------------

f R. EE! MysterY G~fth everY $!!ra1og order! :;:,,,, _ ___ _ _ _ _ _ 
~-~~---------------~~~l!!'--------------~ 



MBAT 
EAPONS 

EXPOSITION/86 
An International Array of 

Military Hardware and Firepower 
Presenting a 

Focused Marketing Opportunity 

The Combat Weapons Exposition is a very different type of trade 
show, in that you, as a manufacturer or sales representative, can 
display and demonstrate your products. The Combat Weapons 
Exposition wilf be marketed to military buyers and procurement 
officials worldwide. You can invite your own prospective buyers to 
meet you at the Expo - and show them what your product's 
capabilities are without the restrictions imposed by structured tests 
and demonstrations sponsored by Government agencies. Your hands 
are tree to exploit the true potential of your products. 
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September 
19th thru 21st, 
1986, at the 
Sahara Hotel, 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 

Call : 
Combat Weapons 
Exposition Manager at 
(303) 449-3750 

Or Write: 
CW Expo Manager 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 
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Size 
XS Reg . 

s S Reg. 
B H M Reg. 
D I M Long u R L Reg. 

T L Long 
XL Reg . 

Size 
p XS Reg. 

S Reg. 
B A M Reg. 
D N M Long u T L Reg . s L Long 

XL Reg . 

LIGHTWEIGHT 
CAMOUFLAGE 

BDU 

No Sweat! The New Cam· 
ouflaoe Lioh twe ioh t BDU 
is here. Besides beino 
made of 100% rip-stop 
cotton poplin for coolness, 
it features a smaller collar 
and tabs at the shirt's 
waist for a trimmer fi t. 
Traditi ona l BDU features 
such as laroe bellow 
pockets and reinforce ­
ments remain the same. 
Thi s is the authentic mili ­
tary Liohtweight BDU . As 
usual you can count on 
U .S. Cavalry to offe r new 
uniforms first, once they 
are officially approved for 
production. Please state 
your size from the chart 
below . Made in U .S.A. 
SFOl-0795 Shirt . . .. $29.88 
SFOl -0796 Trousers $29.88 

Chest Your Height 
29-33" 67-71" 
33-37" 67-71" 
37-41" 67-71 " 
37-41" 71" up 
41-45" 67-71" 
41-45" 71" up 
45-49" 67-71" 

Waist Inseam 
23-27" 29 y, -32 y, .. 
27-31" 29 Y2·32Y," 
31 -35" 29 y, -32 y, .. 
31-35" 32 Y," &up 
35-39" 29 Y, -32Y, .. 
35-39 " 32 Y, " &up 
39-43" 29 y, -32 1> .. 

IDEAL FOR : 
• Games of Combat and Survival. 
• Military War Games and Police Training . 
• Marking Trees or Animals from the Air or 

on the Ground. 

as. C!VA,BY-.. 
ll'ORlD'S FINEST MILITARY EQUIPMEN T 

1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD, RADCLIFF . KY 40160 

ORDER TOLL FREE! 
800-626-6171 

In 

NEXT TIME 
LET US WIN IT 
T-SHIRT 
Expresses sentiments 
of those of us who 
served in the Vietnam 
War. Gold T-shirt with 
b lack lenerino over a 
red silhoue·ne of Viet­
nam . Sizes: S-M · L·X L. 
SF04-0906 .. . .. $7.79 

~ii] liJ 

~ SNIPER I VEIL 
l Wo~~?~~~dmc;s~ : 

I Comfortab le bl end 
of 50 / 50 cotton & f polyester. 20x62" . 

f ho~~~t~ksDu~~f;sda~~ 
f camouflaoe neck scarf. f SF05-1292 ...... $11.99 

AIR GUN COMBAT 
PISTOLS & SUPPLIES 

This is the eQuipment you need for survival, escape , 
police and combat tra ining. Shoot paint pellets, not 
bullets . Make survival a game so that you will be ready 
for the real thing. 
A . SHERIDAN PISTOL. Designed for fast, straight 
shooting, Quick loading and C02 retention for extended 
periods of time. Only two movino parts; easy, Quick 
cleanino . See specifications below. 

SPECIFICATIONS SHERIDAN NEL-SPOT 
Overall Length .... 9.25 ins . . ... 11.00 ins. 
Weight . . . . . 2.25 lbs . . .... .. . J lbs. 
Trigger Pull ..... 5 lbs . . .5 lbs . 
Safety ... Trigger Cross Block . . Trigger Cross Block 
Power ..... 12gm C02, 750 psi . .12gm C02, 750 psi 
Pellet Feed ....... Gravity, 10 shot , ..... Gravity, 10 shot 
Caliber ........... 68 ins . . ..... 68 ins. 

B . PAINT PELLETS. Washes out in cold water with 
"Spray and Wash" or a sim ilar product. Bright colors 
of red , blue or yellow. 
C. C02 CARTRIDGES. 12gm, 750 psi. Flat top variety 
(crimp top not recommended). Provides the velocity 
for your paint pellets. Approximately 20 shots per 
cartridoe. Five ca rtridoes per pack . 
D. NEL·SPOT MODEL 007 PISTOL. The original! 
Enjoy fast. positive bolt action loading from a maoft­
zi ne over the barrel. Contoured grip for sure handling. 
Amazing accuracy with in 50 ft. Made in the U .S.A. 
See ·specifications above. 

SF05-1508 Sheridan Pistol .... .... . ... ...... $149.00 
SF05-1509 Red Paint Pellets (10 per tube) ..... . . $1.99 
SF05-151 0 Blue Paint Pellets (10 per tube) . . . ... $1.99 
SF05-1521 Yellow Paint Pellets (10 per tube) .... $1 .99 
SF05-1511 C02 Cartridges (5 per pack) .. .. . .... $2 .95 
SF05-1513 Nel-Spot Pistol.. ..... . .... ... $139.00 

WARNINGS & SPECIAL NOTICES 
GOGGLES. Official U.S. • Always wear protective goggles when using an Air 

military issue ooooles. Best Quality protection for Gun Pistol. Be sure that everyone around you has on 
all outdoor uses including Air Gun oaming. Boxed protective ooooles covering his or her eves. Although 
with interchangeab le clear and neutral orav lenses. ~~~n~~t~~~! 1~r~~i~f~t1o~i~d e~~~~:r~~:~ c~~~~~~~~~ 
~FO~R1cin·crivi:· ·GOGCiLEs: ··Goad··~.;,.;.,~~~~~~ injury or loss of eyesight. Guns not sold to anyone 
copy of otticial goggle above . Complete with inter· below 18 years of age. 
changeable clear, amber and green lenses. Great , • ~~~:~a~~~e;h~e'i~e~O~~ a(~o~j_rsi~ll:;ts ob~";;~:~ 

B. 

A. RUN TO CADENCE 
CASSETIE TAPES 

Li sten to these amaz ino new stereo cassettes 
while running or joooino and fall into step with 
the runnino cadences of America 's finest fiohtino 
men . The perfect way to get back into Boot Camp 
shape. Four selections. 
A. U.S. MARINES. 37 minutes of " The Bold 
Who Wear the Red and Gold" plus " That 01' 
Marine Corps Spir it " and many others. 
SF07-2664 U.S. Marines... .... . . . $9.97 
B. U.S . ARMY AIRBORNE . "Ai rborne, Airborne 
All the W ay". Recorded at Ft. Benning , GA 
40 minutes. 
SF07-2665 U.S. Army Airborne. . $9 .97 
C. U .S. ARMY RANGERS. " Rangers Lead the 
W ay" and so will you when you run powered by 
40 minutes of selected Ranoer cadences. 
SF07-2666 U.S. Army Rangers . ......... . $9 .97 
D. U.S. ARMY INFANTRY. Fall in with the 
" Lean , Green. Fighting Machine". 40 minutes. 
SF07-2663 U .S. Army Infantry . . ... . $9.97 

Ul t ra l ight product for 
the backpacker, sur­
viva list and cove rt 
operator . Float in any 
lake or cross a st ream 
that you can hike. 
bike, fly, pack or climb 
your way to. Only 24 
ozs. Tapered desion 
for floating level wh ile 
fishino or maneuver­
ino . Room for you . a 
camera, fishino oear 
or backpack. Double 
bottomed for durabili· 
tv. Easy inflation and 
complete deflati on . 
Stuff sack bag doubles 
as ai r pump and water 
bao with snap-i n 
spigot. Repa ir kit and 
p a ddles included. 
SF07-2185 .... $199.95 

WORLDS FINEST MIL!TARY £0UIPMENT 

1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD 
RADCLIFF. KY 40160 
PHONE (5021 351-1164 Your Age: __ 

Q TY. NUMBER SIZE DESCRIPTION 

D (/'I A()(}///{J / J[JJ RP A 'IURS CAlil/fJli ${!8SCRIPTIOH. 

D CHECK D~~~EE: D~~P . 
D visA D MASTERCARo 

CREDIT CARD NO . 

SUBTOTAL 

*SHIPP IN G. 
HANDLING . 
INSURANCE 
KENTUCKY 
RESIDENTS 
ADDS% TAX 

TOTAL 
EXP . DATE • FORUG N $URFACE M ... ll . AOO ... . loO lCANAO.\IUOI 
~ FOREIGNA1R M41l ADDt!l .W IC.\N ... OJiM.001 

L-=----.J Signa1ure : 

NAME 

ADD RESS PHONE[ 

CITY STATE 

PRICE 

$4.95 

• I 
I 

for Air Gun oamino as well. Quickly below this temperature. 

Dlii1SIFllOll
5

.1
2

111
5
1
1
i
2

11. El. ii. I. ···lll·lll·ll·a·l· 1111· I ....... ·.·······II· I· ·•·•·•·•·•·•· •· $1
7
1°1

9
1
5
!1 ----------------------• ••••••••••••••••••••• SF
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BULLPUP DESIGN 

STOCK 
Constructed of fiber glass reinforced 

Zeytel, an advanced synthetic material 
unaffected by extreme environmental con­

ditions. It is highly impact resistance 
as well. 

OPTIC 
1. 5 power built-in optic incorporated into carrying handle. 

Ring reticule to assist range finding and target acquisition in poor light conditio, 

\ 

Allows overall length of only 31 " {with 
20' barre/J. Ideal for confined spaces. 

EJECTION PORT 
Also located on left side 

to allow left hand conversion. 

MAGAZINE 
High impact resistant material that is 

also transparent to allow user to check num­

Precision anodized aluminum reinforce1 
with tough tool steel in functional areas 

for low weight, strength and corrosion 
resistance. 

ber of rounds at a glance. 

CLEANING KIT 
Located inside butt under easily remove­

able butt plate {Kit includes oilerl. 
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FLOOR PLATE 
Quick-detach floor plate allows rapid disas­

sembly for magazine cleaning. 

Affords protection to firing hand and al­
lows multiple rest and steadying posi­

tions. Also allows firing with glove. 

BTEYR AHB-llA 
fi5Gmm x 45mm (PPB Rem) 

The Ste yr AUG-SA is unquestionably the most advanced semi-automatic 
rifle ever assembled and is truly on the cutting edge of "the new generation " 
of Steyr weaponry. In fact, the AUG-SA is so advanced in technology and de­
sign that it has no peer. The simplicity of the AUG-SA design literally offers 

unparalleled accuracy, greater versatility and interchangeability, simplicity of 
training and both quick and easy cleaning. These factors make the AUG-SA 

the best operating, highest performing auto-loading rifle ever developed. 
And through the use of high technology and advanced synthetics the AUG­

SA is not only light in weight, but unmatched in reliability and durability. The 
AUG-SA stock is extremely impact resistant and resists deformation in tem­

peratures as high as + 1 OCJ' centigrade and as low as - 4CJ' centigrade. It is 
also unaffected by harsh environmental conditions such as sand, mud, mois-

ture and cold. · 
The AUG-SA is truly the most advanced auto-loading rifle in the world 

today. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ALL STEYR PRODUCTS SEND FOR OUR FREE CATALOG. 
FOR A STEYRIMANNLICHER ARM PATCH ENCLOSE S2.00. 

WRITE TO GSI, DEPT. STEYR-A, P.O. BOX 129, TRUSSVILLE AL 35273-0R CONTACT YOUR 
NEAREST DISTRIBUTOR OR DEALER. 
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1he warldil D1asli ad11ant:ed 
auta-laading r1r1e ___ and syslieffl_ 

BARREL 
Cold hammer-forged s teel. Chrome 

lined including chamber for 15, 000 r ound 

BARREL RELEASE BUTTON FLASH HIDER 

minimum barrel life. 

1 ! Allows quick removal of barrel even Advance Engineered for maximum flash 
hen hot. suppression with minimum bulk. 

I .. ,.. .. ..___ ...... 
BARREL INTERCHANGEABILITY 

Instant interchangeable barrel assemblies 
(available in 16, 20 and 24 inch 

lengths}. 

Short stroke, direct act ion gas system 
adjusts externally for adverse and extreme 

conditions. 

----FOREGRIP 
Also folds under bar rel to permit firing 

from rest. 

1-LEFT HAND CONVERSION-allows /eft­
side ejection for /etc handed shooters. WARN­

ING: Essential for safe operation for /etc shoul­
der use. Optional conversion kit consists of 

/etc-hand bolt assembly and reversal of ejection 
port caver. 

4-SCOPE M OUNT RECEIVER-Another ver­
satile feature of the AUG-SA is the ability to 

change receivers. The optional scope-mount 
receiver (shown above) extends the use of vir­
tually any sighting device and quick change 

mounts allows changing scopes without resighting. 
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5-AOVANCE SYNTHETICS-Highly ad­
vanced synthetic materials are incorporated 

throughout the AUG-SA making it light in 
weight I only 7. 9 lbs.J and exceedingly durable. 
These special components not only outperform 
their predecessors-they offer long life. 

greater st ability and easy maintenance of 
the AUG-SA. 

-3 

6 

- 1 

2 
/ 

-5 

COMPACT, EFFICIENT AND RELIABLE DESIGN. 
1-Barrel Assembly 2-Bolt Assembly 
3-Housing Assembly 4-Stock Assembly 
5-Magazine Assembly 6-Hammer Assembly 

STD. 0 
OPT.0 
DPT.0 

3-BUILT-IN OPTIC-The optical sight is built 
into the carrying handle and its 1. 5 magnifica­

tion gives a wide field of sight. Furthermore. it 
is possible to fire with both eyes open for 

quicker and easier sighting and firing. Auxillary 
open sights on top can be used for quick rough­

spotting of target. Optional dot or crosshair 
reticule available . 

• 
6-0PTIONAL ACCESSORIES- The versatil­

ity of the AUG-SA system is extended even 
further with the wide range of accessar;es 

available. Available are Sight Adjusting Tool. 
Blank Firing Device. 42 Round Magazine, Bayo­

net. Scope Mount Rail, and SSG Rings for 
Special Rece;ver. 
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THE LEOPARD HUNTS IN 
DARKNESS. By Wilbur Smith. 
Fawcett-Crest Books, Dept. SOF, 
201 East 50th Street, New York, 
NY 10022. $3. 95. Review by John 
Coleman. 

J T'S sometimes hard to draw any 
sense of humanity, any vision of real 
people, out of contemporary southern 
Africa. Thirty-second film clips on the 
nightly news give us superficial cellu­
loid turmoil; print reporters give us 
their " in-depth" analysis of a situation 
they- and even our own government 
- don' t begin to understand. But 
then, that's Africa in a nutsheli: un­
fathomable unless you live it. 

A few writers - Robert Ruark, John 
Gunther, David Lamb - have man­
aged to freeze-frame and translate 
some of Africa's substance for the 
Western mind, but none present life in 
Africa with the same sense of style, 
understanding and depth of empathy 
as Wilbur Smith. 

Leopard is a novel about today's 
Zimbabwe, and is actually a continua­
tion of a series of books Smith has 
written about Rhodesia. It's been 
banned by the Zimbabwean govern­
ment and the reason for that is simple: 
it's fiction based on fact. 

Smith winds us through the contem­
porary political corridors of tribalism -
the ruling Shona versus the outcast 
Matabele - where those with the guns 
call the shots and reap the benefits of 
power. Ivory poaching in the Zambezi 
River Valley, political " re-education" 
camps for dissident Matabeles, a secret 
mission from the World Bank, and a 
Russian plot to overthrow the govern­
ment are fiction in Smith's book, reality 
in life. Even the dash for Matabele King 
Lobengula' s legendary hidden treas­
ure deftly adds authenticity to the pow­
er struggle between black haves and 
have-nots. 

There's no stinging condemnation 
here - Zimbabwean politics are really 
no different from any other African 
country's - simply a good storyteller's 
tale of people and their ambition, 
caught in the crush of history's collision 
with the present. 

If you're one of those few people 
who want an understanding of south­
ern Africa and its peoples rather than 
screeching rhetoric, The Leopard 
Hunts In Darkness is the ideal start­
ing point. 

THE EMBASSY HOUSE. By 
Nicholas Proffitt. Bantam Books, 
Dept. SOF, 666 Fifth Ave., New 
York, NY 10103. 1986. 399 pp. 
$16.95. Review by William J. 
Coughlin. 
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IN REVIEW 
ADVANCE READING COPY • Nor FOR SALE 

____ A NOVEL ___ _ 

NICHOLAS 
PROFFITI 
AUTHOR OF GARDENS OF 

AFrER a ten-year barrage of fiction 
books about the Vietnam War, it was 
inevitable that the standard fare of 
grunts and rice paddies would be sup­
plemented by plots with a new twist. 
Nicholas Proffitt offers a glimpse of a 
different world, a world of secret assas­
sinations and dirty tricks. Here is a 
book that reveals the underbelly of the 
war in Vietnam and it has a powerful 
impact. 

The Embassy House unmasks 
the details of how the Central Intelli­
gence Agency ran Phoenix, a program 
designed to destroy the Viet Cong in­
frastructure in South Vietnam by 
assassination, torture and imprison­
ment. 

Phoenix was a brainchild of the CIA, 
which funded it and supplied the advis­
ers who ran it until late 1969 when the 
agency began turning the program 
over to the U.S. Army's Military Assis­
tance Command Vietnam (MACV). 

Just how closely does Proffitt's book 
hew to the truth? He says only the 
characters are fiction, the incidents are 
real. And the incidents make for some 
interesting reading. 

It is in this unsavory period, when 
both the CIA and Special Forces found 
themselves being sucked down by 
Vietnam, that Proffitt sets his story. The 

countless killings of communists in the 
Mekong Delta are chewed together 
and spit out into one major incident 
which forms the core of Proffitt' s novel. 
It involves the killing of a suspect who 
has been three-carded; that is, his 
name has been mentioned as a possi­
ble VC suspect by three different 
sources. His name, Nguyen Khac 
Trung, has been confused by Phoenix 
with that of another man with the same 
name in the same town. The reader 
has to wonder how many times that 
happened. 

There seems little doubt that when 
Proffitt claims The Embassy House 
is based on fact, he speaks the truth. 
And now that the war has been partial­
ly laid to rest the facts about Phoenix 
can come out in the open. Perhaps 
The Embassy House will lead the 
way. 

Armed with the details in The 
Embassy House, critics of the CIA 
will again have a field day raking the 
agency over the coals for past deeds. 
But they might want to reflect on Prof­
fitt's own comment about Phoenix: 
"The North Vietnamese said after the 
war it was the most effective of all U.S. 
programs. " And on that note Phoenix 
may be judged for what it accom­
plished.~ 
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Please send me: 
D 1 Survival Knife @ $29.95 plus $4.00 for shipping and handling. 
D 2 Survival Knives @ $57.95 plus $4.00 for shipping and handling. 
Specify: 
D Black handle with black sheath and black coated blade. 
D Camouflage handle with green sheath and black coated blade. 
Florida residents add 5% tax. Orders out of USA $8.00 shipping and handling. 

Charge my D MasterCard D Visa D American Express 
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Credit Card Number: 
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PERHAPS my greatest learning ex­
perience came almost two decades 
ago on a rainy night in South Vietnam. 
The year was 1968, just following the 
Tet Offensive, when the war had 
ceased to be a smattering of minor 
skirmishes. 

We had been receiving mortar fire 
for what seemed like an eternity. It 
actually was closer to two hours and it 
was very, very nerve-rattling. Six of us 
sat in an armored carrier surrounded by 
steel planking. Both ceiling and walls 
were 4 feet thick with sandbags - a 
small but formidable shelter from the 
ground-shaking shells. I can still see the 
faces as we sat huddled against the wall, 
visages dimly lit by the battery-powered 
lights of the armored vehicle. It was as if 
we were a family of barn owls with 
illuminated faces, crouched low, every­
thing tucked in for protection, fright­
ened but trying not to show it. 

Two of the men, both from Michi­
gan, didn't belong in our bunker. They 
were building a bunker of their own 
when the incoming shells forced them 
to take refuge in ours. Now the explo­
sions had slowed to staggered inter­
vals, or what they call harassment fire . 
All this means is that a shell might ex­
plode every five minutes, every 20 
minutes or one right after another. 

Because of the slow rate of incoming 
fire, a lieutenant ordered the two men 
out to continue building their own 
bunker. Our first rule of combat was 

I WAS THERE 
by William Stodgel 

A Soldier's Lesson 

Eighteen years later, I'm still 
learning from my experiences in 
Vietnam. Photo: William Stodgel 

that everyone must have 4 feet of 
sandbags over his head or none of us 
were allowed to sleep. So the two 18-

year-old Gls walked from relative safe­
ty to the danger in the blackness. 

I won' t go into detail about how they 
were hit by a mortar shell landing with­
in 3 feet of them. I will tell you that one 
of them crawled 50 yards in an attempt 
to get help for his partner. I will tell you 
that one died with his last words being 
about how sleepy he was. I will also tell 
you that the other was horribly disfig­
ured from the waist down but lived to 
tell about it. 

What did I learn from this? I'm still 
learning 18 years later. I learned it's not 
always wise to blindly follow orders. I 
learned to have empathy for those in 
agony. I learned that being in the 
wrong place at the wrong time can be 
fatal. At the age of 21 , I learned how 
mortal we all are. Most of all I learned 
that death can be truly merciful and 
that youth is no guarantee of things to 
come.~ 
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8 00 - 835 - 2246 
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Kansas Residents: 
800 - 362 - 2421 
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Echoes of another time - another place - that spans the years to mark some of the 
finest hours in the history of the United States Marine Corps. 

The time: 1944, when strange sounding names of unknown South Pacific islands 
were forever etched in the history of The Corps and country. The places: tiny, sun-washed 
atolls that felt the awesome power of an amphibious Marine assault. The Solomons, 
Gilberts, Marshalls and Marianas; from "The Canal" to Tarawa, Kwajalein, Saipan, Tinian 
and on to Jwo Jima, where their selfless dedication and fighting spirit led Admiral Chester 
Nimitz to say of the Marines " ... uncommon valor was a common virtue. " 

Though sounds of old battles have grown faint with t ime and the images of young 
warriors have softened through the years, their deeds remain as crisp and sharp as the 
scent of kordite - as bright as cartridge-brass or the Globe and A nchor emblem of the 
greenest Parris Island "Boot. " 

Marines - once and always. And Always Faithful, but never more so than when they 
hit the beaches of the South Pacific and stepped into hell, our hearts and history 
.... Island by Island. 

Island by Island ... u. s. Marine Corps, South Pacific, 1944 

A LIMITED EDITION OF 750 SIGNED AND NUMBERED PR INT S 
R eproduc ed from th e original oil in full color on 100% acid-free paper. 

Overall m eas u rem en t 23" x 26" - image size 20" x 20" - @ $95 .00 p lus $1 o_oo shippin g 
A !so avail ab le, 50 Artist's Proofs & 5 0 Publisher's Proofs @ $15 0.00 p !us $10.00 sh ipping 

Virginia R esidents include 4 % sales Tax 

THE MILITARY PRINT DIVISION OF 

TIDEWATER TRADING COMPANY, 
LIMITED 

2967 Prosperity Avenue, Fairfax, Virginia, 22031 
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ADVENTURE ,,~, 
QUARTERMASTE 

SuRVIVAL IN A BELT 
Many outdoorsmen have a 

fascination with survival gadgets -

ALL-WEATHER PROTECTION 
Everybody's heard of sword 

canes. They make good defense 
weapons for anyone dressed in a 
business suit and carrying a 
briefcase, but they Jook a little out of 
place being carried by the average 
Joe in blue jeans and a windbreaker. 

Atlanta Cutlery puts a new twist 
on the old theme of sword canes -
the collapsible sword umbrella. 
Everyone, from businessmei:i to 
housewives, carries umbrellas just 
like this one, albeit less deadly. 

Atlanta Cutlery's sword umbrella 
is a well-made black nylon umbrella 
that works perfectly well in rain, but 
when things get really rough you 
can draw the 10%-inch spike blade 
out of the handle. The mere sight of 
it should deter the average would-be 
assailant from doing something he 
may not live to regret. 

The umbrella mechanism is 
separate from the blade lock to 
prevent the blade from accidentally 
popping out when you're simply 
trying to keep from getting wet. 

One thing, though, before you 
buy one: Be sure to check the local 
laws - some states frown on the 
use of such things. 

The sword umbrella goes for 
$49.95 and you can get a catalog of 
other blades and gadgets by writing: 
Atlanta Cutlery, Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 839, Conyers, GA 30207. ~ 
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the plethora of gimmicks is 
testimony to that. The primary 
problem with survival kits is where 

to put them. Keep them in your 
pack and you could be in trouble. A 
river or a precipice could claim your 
pack - and whatever survival kit 
you had packed in it. 

Most people rely on their gear for 
survival. But a true survival kit must 
be apart from your pack. And what 
better place to carry it than on (or 
in) your belt? The "Save-Your-Life" 
survival belt never leaves you, no 
matter how much trouble you find 
yourself in. And it contains most of 
what you need in an emergency -
an aluminum space blanket, signal 
mirror, waterproof matches, vitamins 
and a compass in the buckle. 

Hunters and backpackers will find 
this survival belt especially useful 
while military units may find it 
unsuitable because its nylon 
construction is noisy when worn 
under web gear. But for all you 
outdoorsmen, this could be the 
perfect addition to your backwoods 
kit. For more information, write the 
"Save-Your-Life" Survival Belt 
Corp., Dept. SOF, 301 North Main, 
Suite 107, Pueblo, CO 81003. If 
you want the belt just send $29. 95 
to the same address. 
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SOI~ SPECIAL REPORT 

Skeletons in 
Uncle Sam's Closet 
by James L. Pate 

MISSING 

''For the record, and for the sake of any next 
of kin, the armed services regard positive 
identification of the remains of servicemen 
to be of paramount importance. The Jab, the 
only one of its kind in the world, is dedi­
cated to ensuring that the remains assumed 
to be those of Lt. John Smith are actually 
those of John Smith." 
- From " Lab Insures ID of Vietnam War 
Dead" 
Pacific Stars and Stripes 
19 December 1982 
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PRESIDENT Ronald Reagan publicly 
recognized the cruel plight of MIA 

families early in his first term. They had 
been overlooked for too long, he said. But 
out of a national healing process for the 
Vietnam War's social wounds came an 
awareness that made MIA- the Missing In 
Action - a household word in America. 

Still , many use the term as a convenient 
acronym, seldom stopping to think about 
what it means for fam ilies which have 
someone who is a prisoner of war (POW) or 
missing in action: the mental torture from 

long years of excruciating loneliness, a con­
stantly nagging uncertainty. 

But there are about 2,400 famil ies who 
will not, cannot forget. For these fathers, 
wives and mothers - and children now 
reaching adulthood, many who can't re­
member or never knew their fathers -
"MIA" is more than just a word. It is a 
sentence in itself, a continuing sad story. An 
MIA in a family can mean a life in limbo , an 
emotional roller coaster between hope and 
despair to a never-never land; never forget­
ting, never knowing, never ending. 
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Reagan vowed that his administration 
had "made resolution of the problem one of 
highest national priority.'' Negotiations 
were begun with Vietnam and Laos for the 
return of MIA remains and resolution of 
numerous POW sightings. Progress was ex­
tremely slow until 1985. 

In February 1985, a U.S . team accompa­
nied by Laotian combat engineers was 
allowed to recover remains from an AC- 130 
crash site in Laos, at the southern village of 
Pakse in Champasak Province on the 

, Mekong River. There had been a midair 
explosion and fire after a few crewmen par­
achuted. The Specter 17 gunship nose­
dived into the steamy jungle and burned. 
Ammo cooked off for hours, according to 
reports. 

Over 65 ,000 bone fragments were recov­
ered from Pakse. The Army's Central Iden­
tification Laboratory in Hawaii (CIL-HI)­
run by a civil service/military staff - later 
separated between 600 and 700 bone and 
dental fragments into 13 piles weighing a 
total of about 3 pounds . CIL-Hl then "posi­
tively identified" the 13 airmen believed to 
be on the plane when it crashed and burned. 

A second site has also been excavated 
since then and remains believed to belong to 
14 men recovered. But after determining 
there were no survivors at the site, U.S. 
forces rocketed and bombed the crashed 
aircraft to prevent intelligence losses. These 
remains consequently are in' 'much worse'' 
shape than those recovered from Pakse, 
according to two scientific sources who 
have seen them . The sources agreed in sepa­
rate interviews that the only identifications 
possible would be from dental evidence be­
cause bone matter was too fragmented and 
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burned. These remains were still being 
processed by CIL-HI in early April. 

A third U.S. crash site believed to contain 
the remains of over 10 MIAs is also due to 
be explored. These accomplishments made 
1985 the most productive year for MIA 
negotiations since 1973, when U.S. forces 
officially withdrew from Vietnam. 

Despite the new MlA finds of 1985, only 
200 sets of U. S remains from the Vietnam 
War have been returned from Southeast 
Asia as of 1 April 1986. Over 2,400 Viet­
nam War servicemen were listed by the 
Pentagon as MIA in the region: about 100 in 
Cambodia , around 560 in Laos , almost 900 
in South Vietnam, about 500 in North Viet­
nam , and six are believed to have dis­
appeared in China. The remainder were lost 
at sea. 

While the Reagan Administration has 
made marked progress on foreign fronts to 
resolve the Vietnam War's MIA tragedy, 
efforts toward that end on the home front -
specifically CTL-HT's work on the Pakse 
cases - have drawn severe criticism; from 
MIA families, Capitol Hill, the scientific 
community and the press. 

But as most modem presidents would 
attest , the best intentions of even the Com­
mander in Chief are not always enough to 
penetrate the packed strata of midlevel 
federal bureaucracy . A two-month inves­
tigation by Soldier of Fortune Magazine 
into CIL-HI's processing of the Pakse and 
other MIA remains resulted in some disturb­
ing findings: lab reports "doctored" by per­
sonnel lacking in either academic or profes­
sional qualifications for their jobs, an ill­
equipped and improperly supervised lab, 
and positive identifications made in MlA 

cases in which such findings are not scien­
tifically supportable. 

SOF's investigation included interviews 
of over two dozen people: MIA relatives , 
government personnel from the Pentagon to 
Pearl Harbor, and professionally recog­
nized forensic anthropologists from several 
universities and the Smithsonian . 

Also interviewed were two doctoral-level 
forensic anthropologists and a forensic 
odontologist (dentist) who were appointed 
by the Army to evaluate CIL-HI and its 
personnel. Their report was released by the 
Pentagon in February. The Army ' s inter­
pretation of the report differs dramatically 
from that of everyone else who has read it. 

The Army would not allow Soldier of 
Fortune to interview the lab's top scientific 
staffer, nor its civilian and military adminis­
trators. However, several persons with ex­
tensive knowledge of CIL-HI agreed to be 
interviewed if they would not be publicly 
identified. 

SOF's findings were made available in 
March to the House Armed Services Sub­
committee on Investigations , which im­
mediately launched its own probe into the 
lab's work . At press time, U.S. Rep. Bill 
Nichols , the subcommittee chairman , had 
advised Secretary of the Army John Marsh 
to make an appointment at the congress­
man 's office for discussion on the issue and 
what corrections are warranted. Nichols 
underwent open-heart surgery in April and 
it was still uncertain whether hearings 
would be held. 

Poor Facility 
Despite Army claims that ClL-HI was the 

best facility anywhere for its mission -
''the only one of its kind in the world" -
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the lab was not properly set up to begin 
with. The Pentagon 's own evaluation rated 
the facil ity as " between inadequate and 
barely adequate." It said the lab 's x-ray 
equipment was "minimal" and unsuited for 
bones, located "in a poorly shielded and 
... inaccessible place.'' Film has to be sent 
out for processing, partly because the lab 
building has no hot water. Remains must be 
moved from place to place on old canvas 
stretchers because there are no rollable body 
tables usually available in forensic labs 
where remains are processed . CIL-HI's 
only avai lable camera was bought with per­
sonal funds by a lab staff member . Only one 
microscope is in the lab, according to the 
Pentagon report , and a reference library 
does not exist. The report said mistakes " of 
a blatant nature'' had been made in identify­
ing some remains. For instance, it said 11 of 
the 13 Pakse identifications were scientifi­
cally unsupportable. 

Yet, despite these and other strongly 
stated criticisms of the lab's operation, one 
SOF source familiar with the lab 's operation 
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characterized that Pentagon report as a 
"whitewash." But Air Force Major Virgin­
ia Pribyla, a public affairs spokesman for 
CIL-HI, still claims that this same report 
" found the operation [of the lab] to be 
above reproach ." 

Conflict of Interest? 
The lab 's chief forensic anthropologist is 

a Japanese-born civilian named Tadao 
Furue. His whole career has been with the 
U.S. Army, most of it on a contract basis as 
a forensic lab technician. His first contract 
was in Japan in 1951 , where he was hired to 
help doctorate-level forensic anthropolo­
gists sort out and identify the remains of 
Korean War dead . 

One of those doctorate-level forensic 
anthropologists whom Furue came to know 
and like was Dr. Ellis R. Kerley , now a 
University of Maryland professor who, in 
1985, helped identify the remains of Nazi 

These remains, with a plastic wrist ID tag 
added by the lab, were "positively 
identified" by the Army as those of MSgt. 
James Fuller. Everyone who has seen these 
remains except the Army says that such an 
identification is scientifically impossible. 

death camp doctor Josef Mengele. Kerley 
and Furue met in 1954 and they have been 
close friends ever since. For instance, Furue 
was Kerley 's best man when the latter mar­
ried. 

In late 1985 , when criticism by MIA 
fami lies and the press began to grow louder , 
the Army appointed its own three-man team 
of experts to evaluate Furue and his lab. It 
was the Army's hope that an evaluation by a 
team of experts would settle questions about 
CIL-HI's identification procedures. Head­
ing the evaluation team: Ellis R. Kerley . 

When Kerley was appointed to head the 
Army's evaluation team, he already was an 
active sponsor of Tadao Furue for mem­
bership in the Physical Anthropology Sec­
tion of the American Academy of Forensic 

Sciences . Interviewed in New Orleans at the 
1986 AAFS Convention, at which Furue 's 
application membership was due for action, 
Kerley denied that any conflict of interest 
existed in his evaluation of the lab because 
of his long-running friendship with Furue. 
He said that friendship in no way influenced 
his findings on Furue's lab. 

The facility in question - the Central 
Identification Lab-was moved from Thai­
land to Honolulu in 1976. ln 1977, Furue 
was hired as a full-time civil servant, rating 
GS-12 (since promoted to GS-13), to head 
CIL-HI's scientific work for the Army. No 
longer was Furue working in just a technical 
capacity. As uncertainty grew among MIA 
families, spurred by scientific challenges to 
the Pakse cases , questions were raised about 
Furue's qualifications as a scientist. These 
came up again at the New Orleans conven­
tion because the AAFS requires at least a 
master's degree for membership. 

As recently as the 27 January 1986 issue 
of Anny Times - only two weeks before 
the AAFS meeting - Furue has been pub­
licly identified as " Dr. Tadao Furue, " as 
two photo captions in this article indicate. 
Many of his friends and colleagues habitual­
ly refer to him as " Doc " or " Dr. Furue. " 

Furue does not have a Ph.D ., however. 
And when he applied for membership in the 
Physical Anthropology Section of the 
AAFS, Furue indicated on his application 
that a ''diploma'' he received in 1945 was a 
" B.S. equivalent." The " diploma," Furue 
wrote , was from " Dai-shichi Kotogakko­
Zoshikan ," which he indicated in parenthe­
sis underneath was " University of Kagoshi­
ma. " A Mr. Shimopori at the Japanese 
Embassy in Washington said the above 
translates as "Seventh High School , Zoshi­
kan " (school name). Shimopori said it did 
not attain university status until after Furue 
left. 

Also on the application , Furue indicated 
that a B.S. degree he received from the 
University of Tokyo is an "M.S . equiva­
lent. ' ' Shimopori said that although this in­
stitution has a reputation of being the best in 
Japan, he does not think a B.S. degree there 
would be equivalent to a master 's degree in 
the United States. Because of these and 
other questions raised about his professional 
credentials, Furue's application was quietly 
withdrawn at the New Orleans meeting 
without coming up for action. 

Yet Furue 's background presumably was 
checked when he was granted a secret secu­
rity clearance by the Army. The Pentagon's 
Kerley report states: "We examined the ... 
credentials of the professional personnel 
directl y involved in the identification proc­
ess .. .. The anthropologists are generally 
well-trained, experienced and technically 
competent. " 

Untrained Supervision 
Just below Furue in the lab hierarchy are 

three Ph.D. s, all GS- l 2s and all added to the 
staff since the controversy over the Pakse 
remains arose. This was an Army response 
to recommendations in the Kerley report. 
The report recommended that one national-
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ly recognized forens ic anthropologist be 
hired on a full-time basis to work over 
Furue. Instead, someone with no graduate 
degree (Furue) is over three Ph .Ds . The lab 
has two bosses , one military and the other 
civilian. 

CIL-Hl's commanding officer is Army 
Lieutenant Colonel Johnie E. Webb Jr., a 
good-old-boy Texan whose hobby is work­
ing on old cars. All CIL-HI COs have come 
to their commands from the Army Quarter­
master Corps, and Webb is no exception. 
He has no experience related to the lab 's 
work other than serving as its executive 
officer prior to being named CO. He spent 
his Vietnam tour working in fuel storage 
and resupply. Yet he now is a leader in 
" technical negotiations" with the Viet­
namese over the recovery of MIA remains 
from crash sites . 

The lab ' s other top adm ini strator, 
Webb 's civilian counterpart , is H. Thorne 
Helgesen. His official title is laboratory 
director. Helgesen 's related experience 
consists of four years in Vietnam as an en­
listed embalmer and a course he took at the 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology . 

When purported MIA remains are deliv­
ered to the lab, Furue and his staff try to 
separate them if they are comingled. They 
are analyzed for particular characteristics. If 
any dentition is recovered , the teeth are 
turned over to the resident forensic odontol­
ogist, Army Major J. Curtis Daley, for 
analysis. All listed MIAs are cataloged in a 
lab computer system (which some have 
complained is inadequate for its task) . Re­
su lts are compared against known records. 
Once the bones and teeth have been ana­
lyzed, a " Record ofldentification Process" 
is prepared , including a skeletal chart in­
dicating what portions were recovered. An 
attached anthropological narrative explains 
how conclusions were reached . Furue signs 
these reports as the lab 's top forens ic 
anthropologist. 

Helgesen and Webb send the lab reports 
on individual remains with a recommenda­
tion - such as for positive identi ficat ion -
to a board of the Armed Services Grave 
Registration Office (ASGRO) in Washi ng­
ton. The ASGRO Board reads Furue's rec­
ommendations and makes the official deci­
sion as to whether a set of remains has been 
positi vely identified . 

Webb is fond of mentioning that " not 
once " has the ASGRO board ever repudi­
ated a CIL-HI lab recommendation . The 
board consists of one civilian appointee 
each from the Army , Navy and Air Force, 
" none of whom are professionally trained 
to interpret the findings'' they get from CIL­
HI , according to the Kerley report . "They 
cannot be expected to detect any errors or 
misstatements . . . nor can they judge the 
biological or judicial strengths of identifica­
tions. '' The Kerley report recommends that 
a profess ionally quali fied person be added 
to this board to evaluate the scientific valid­
ity of submitted CIL-HI data . 

Altered Records 
Two sources extensively familiar with 
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Lt.Col. Webb, right, watches as Furue 
demonstrates one of his controversial - and 
scientifically unproven - lab techniques. 
Photo: Honolulu Star-Bulletin 

Lab's top scientist, Tadao Furue, has no 
graduate school degree. Photo: Honolulu 
Star-Bulletin 

11fi. 

CIL-HI's work confirmed a third confiden­
tial SOF source who told the magazine that 
some MIA lab reports containing "altera­
tions and deletions' ' were signed and sent to 
the ASGRO board , which subsequently 
ruled the cases as " positively identified. " 
All three sources indicate the changes in the 
records were made by Webb and Helgesen 
against the advice of Furue and one of the 
lab assistants who at the time was signing 
reports, Ms. Marla Mahoney. Furue and 
Mahoney were ordered to sign the altered 
lab reports anyway . 

A congressional source confirmed that 

the changes involved the deletion of plus­
or -m i nus figures for already twice­
extrapolated data and changes in the anthro­
pological narratives written by Furue. The 
changes , the four sources said, were made 
by Helgesen and Webb in order to make 
Furue's recommendations appear more sci­
entifically certain than they actually were. 

Untested Methods 
Much of Furue's work is based on a self­

developed method he calls the " morphologi­
cal approximation technique ." Forensic 
anthropologists routinely use long-tested 
approximation tables in their work to get ·a 
scientifically reasonable estimate of stature. 
Various tables are used based on racial and 
sexual differences in skeletal remains. When 
complete skeletal remains are not available, 
certain bones such as from the arms or legs can 
be used through an additional extrapolation 
formula to approximate height. But certain 
landmarks must be present in bone fragments 
used in order for the morphological approx­
imations to have a scientifically acceptable 
degree of accuracy. 

Furue's technique is unproven , and 
according to several recognized forensic 
anthropologists who've examined Furue's 
work, flawed. Furue, who speaks English 
with difficu lty, has said the Army would not 
permit him to publish his findings in profes­
sional science journals because of the classi­
fied nature of the lab's work. Scientists 
routinely publish new findings and tech­
niques, thus allowing other professionals to 
examine the work to see if it 's scientifically 
sound. Furue's other disadvantage in the 
controversy is an almost painful politeness 
and an inscrutable reticence toward con­
frontation; both cultural characteristics of 
his Japanese upbringing. 

Using MIA lab records from CIL-HI and 
the actual remains identified as those of one 
Pakse crash victim - Air Force Master 
Sergeant James Fuller - several profes­
sionally recognized forensic anthropolo­
gists examined Furue's work privately 
while attending the I 986 AAFS convention 
in New Orleans. CIL-HI's purported Fuller 
remains consist of 27 or so tiny bone frag-
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ments , one of them since identified as 
nonhuman. Another fragment was identi­
fied as being from the pubic region of the 
pelvic bone, when actually it is a piece of 
skull , according to the several scientists 
who looked it it. A pubic bone face which 
the lab claimed it used to determine age was 
not present. 

One of those who examined the Fuller 
remains, Dr. Walter Birkby of the Universi­
ty of Arizona , is president of the American 
Board of Forensic Anthropology. He said of 
those remains that " the proper sort of cau­
tion has not been exercised in certification. 
The Army says the [Pakse] identifications 
are positive and they are not. But they [CIL­
HI] can get away with sloppy work because 
they don ' t have to go into court with it, 
which means over a period of years you get 
more and more lax .... This [work] is car­
rying the exclusionary method to a ridicu­
lous extreme.'' 

The exclusionary method is typically 
used in crash cases in which specific per­
sons were believed present at the time of the 
incident. Other possibilities and identities 
are excluded by known circumstances in the 
case. 
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Another who examined the remains 
claimed by the Army to belong to Fuller , 
Dr. George Gi ll of the University of Wy­
oming, looked at the few tiny bone frag­
ments and the corresponding lab reports 
signed by Furue. Gil said the Fuller case 
was " most troub lesome," adding that 
Furue 's morphological approximation tech­
nique "is worse then just poor methodolo­
gy. Even an undergraduate osteology stu­
dent would get an F from me on this type of 
work. It does suggest some things that are 
very hard to explain." 

Dr. Michael Charney, a professor emer­
itus at Colorado State University who 
worked as a consultant for SOF in preparing 
its findings, had brought the remains to New 
Orleans. The most vocal of the lab's critics, 
he is the antithesis of Furue's soft-spoken 
manner: bold , bald facts stated without 

Dr. Mike Charney, right, explains 
identification procedures to SOF staffer Jim 
Pate. Photo: William B. Guthrie 

sugar-coating. Charney's behavior perhaps 
as much as Furue's reflects his own back­
ground. He is the son of a Russian royal 
leathersmith who made boots and saddles 
for the czar's cavalry units. In his 74 years 
- 52 as a forensic anthropologist - Char­
ney served in the U.S. Cavalry when it still 
had horses , was in the Texas Rangers crime 
lab and taught for the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police. 

Because of his reputation of success in 
hard-to-identify cases , Charney was initi al­
ly contacted by a few MIA fami lies who 
wanted a second opinion on whether re­
mains were actually those of their loved 
one. Based on 19 separate cases he has 
reviewed as of April, Charney said the posi­
tive identifications in only two can be stated 
with any scientific certainty. He has 
charged that Furue's apparent mistakes 
were "deliberate" and that his untested lab 
methods are'' intellectually dishonest. I feel 
there 's no regard for the truth. No wonder 
the Army doesn't want anybody evaluating 

this man's so-called techniques. " 
An Army spokesman declined comment, 

except to.say Charney's charges of deliber­
ate wrongdoing are "absurd." 

Dr. T. Dale Stewart, chairman emeritus 
of the Department of Physical Anthropolo­
gy at the Smithsonian Museum of Natural 
History, also questioned Furue' s findings 
when he examined MIA records, including 
Fuller's, in his office. Stewart, recognized 
as the world 's foremost forensic anthropol­
ogist, said he , like Kerley, has known Furue 
since Furue began working for the Army as 
lab assistant in Japan in the early 1950s. 
Stewart, one of several experts hired for the 
same lab on a temporary basis, said Furue 
"was one of the better men at making racial 
identifications. But this is really all he's 
ever done. His work here [referring to Pakse 
MIA records] is not passable. But then this 
is the only future he knows about, working 
with the military. Judging from these re­
ports , I'd say the pressure' s definitely on by 
the military to get these bones from South­
east Asia identified and out to the families 
for burial." 

Move the Lab? 
Congressman Nichols was briefed on 

these and other findings by SOF during a 6 . 
March meeting . Nichols was able to view 
CIL-HI records and remains. A House 
Armed Services Committee investigator lat­
er spent three days at CIL-HI. Based on 
findings by the magazine and the congres­
sional investigator, the following recom­
mendations were submitted to Congress­
man Nichols: 
• A nationally recognized forensic anthropol­
ogist should be put in charge of the Army's 
identification laboratory. This person should 
have a doctorate degree and work full time to 
supervise all of CIL-HI's work. 
• The Army should study the feasibility of 
closing the Honolulu facility and moving its 
Central Identification Laboratory to the 
Washington area, possibly to locate near the 
Armed Forces Institute of Pathology. Th is 
would provide more direct oversight and 
save money. 
• The lab should discontinue the use of 
Fu rue ' s "morphological approximation 
technique" until that technique has been 
accepted by the scientific community . 
• Furue must submit his new technique for 
publication so that it can be fully scrutinized 
by recognized forensic anthropologists. 
• Eleven of the 13 Pakse cases should be 
reclassified from their present status of 
"positively identified." 

Apparently forgetting for the moment 
that the Army had investigated its own facil­
ity once already, one congressional source 
who asked not to be named said he hopes the 
Army will take care of its problems internal­
ly so congressional hearings will not be 
required. "It's an issue that we don ' t need 
to get a lot of publicity on. It gets the fami­
lies all upset, especially the families in that 
particular crash (Pakse]." 

Two schools of thought exist among MIA 
families about the disturbing questions 
raised over the scientific validity of CIL-
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Hl's work . One side wants the Army to 
deliver, accepting on blind faith that the 
remains are who the Army says they are, 
have a burial and finall y put the long night­
mare behind them. 

Others , like Kathryn Fanning and Anne 
Hart , wives of two MIAs, say they ' ve been 
lied to repeatedl y by the government. They 
want to know the truth. Both have been 
presented remains identified by CIL-HI as 
their husbands. Both rejected the remains 
after Charney and other experts examined 
each set of bones and said they could not be 
pos iti ve ly identified. Both women have 
other reasons - albeit slim threads of hope 
- to suspect that their husbands might still 
be alive . 

Mrs. Hart was the second MIA relative to 
publicly challenge the identification of the 
remains purported to be her husband . The 
first was in 1970 . Mrs. Hart filed suit in 
U .S. District Court in San Francisco in 
1985, challenging the armed forces remains 
identification process . Her husband, then 
Captain Thomas T. Hart III, was table navi­
gator aboard the AC-130 in the Pakse crash. 

A U .S. District Court Judge solicited 
wri tten comments from affected family 
members . He then di smissed the case, 
claiming his court had no jurisdiction , and 
ordered records sealed . Hart appealed the 
dismissal. Meanwhile , SOF obtained por­
tions of some of those sealed letters . 

Typical of those families who want the 
matter put to rest at any cost are Delma 
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From left, Mrs. Dorothy Shelton, whose 
husband is still listed as a POW, and MIA 
relatives Jerry Dennis, Kathryn Fanning 
and Anne Hart outside U.S. District Court 
in Raleigh, N.C. Photo: Jason Brady 

Dickens and his wife , llma , of Omega , Ga . 
Their son , Captain Delma Ernest Dickens, 
was among the Pakse crash victims subse­
quently listed as MIA. 

About two dozen pieces of small bone 
fragments - none larger than two or three 
inches - were identified by CIL-HI as the 
final remains of Capt. Dickens. Many of the 
fragments are severe ly burned. According 
to Charney, who examined CIL-HI ' s report 
on these remains , "c laims by CIL-HI as to 
sex , race, age, stature are not possible. 
It' s not even possible to tell if the fragments 
belong to one and the same individual. " 

Yet in a letter to the court, Mr. and Mrs. 
Dickens wrote that any delay in the return of 
these remains would be "intolerable and 
outrageous. ' ' They asked for the immediate 
delivery of the remains "without further 
handling by someone with a misguided will 
or lack of respect for the family members 
and friends of of our deceased son . . .. We 
are satisified that Ernest ' s remains are with­
in his coffin ." 

Dickens ' parents concluded by stating 
that' 'we prohibit any action, legal or other­
wise , that makes his body a battlefield for 
the experts . " 

But of those experts , even Kerley and his 

two colleagues who wrote the Army's eval­
uation report admit that 11 of the 13 Pakse 
remains cannot be identified with any scien­
tific certainty . Kerley's two colleagues in 
writing the Pentagon report were Will iam 
R. Maples , Ph .D., curator o f physical 
anthropology at the Florida State Museum, 
and Dr. Lowell Levine, a dentist and foren­
sic odontologist who worked with Kerley on 
the Mengele identi fication team . 

Kerley and Maples have said privately 
that there ' s not enough scientific evidence 
to say with any certain ty that 13 people were 
definitely on the plane when it crashed. 
After seeing the remains identified as Ful­
ler 's in New Orleans and looking at other 
CIL-HI records , Maples said he agreed with 
all of Charney's critic isms except the issue 
of whether lab mistakes were made deliber­
ately . 

"We ' re a ll res ponsible for what we 
sign ," said Maples in a telephone inter­
view , referring to reports circulating that 
Furue had been told to sign reports he knew 
were altered. "I will frankly admit that we 
said some things in that [Pentagon] report 
that we weren ' t quali fied to say . . . such 
questions as whether pressures [to make 
positive identifications] were involved. We 
were not qualified to do that type of inves­
tigation. 

" But if you work for the Army for 30-
some-odd years [l ike Furue] your priorities 

Continued on page 101 
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SOI~ PHILIPPINES 

ISLAND 

52 18 Tracks Elusive NPA 
Text & Photos by Tom Marks 

'' A PITONG is coming. " n The cryptic note, scrawled by 
some communist soldier on a page of 
his hastily abandoned notebook, told 
the story. Our counterinsurgency patrol, 
code-named Apitong, had indeed come 
- led by a baby-faced lieutenant the 
troops were later to christen 
affectionately, "Edgar the Jungle 
Fighter. " 

It was his first real contact. Three 
times before, infantry of the Philippine 
army's 52nd Infantry Battalion (52 IB in 
Manila's shorthand) had searched for 
an advanced military training camp in 
their area. Used by the New People's 
Army (NPA) , military arm of the 
outlawed Communist Party of the 
Philippines (CPP), it had remained 
successfully hidden in a thickly forested 
valley protected by the forbidding 
terrain of northern Samar. 

But now Edgar's patrol stood amidst 
its prize. The notebook scribble told the 
story. As anticipated, the enemy had 
been monitoring our frequency; they 
even knew our call signs. What the 
NPA had not banked on was the 
deceptive thrust away from the 
objective as they watched our progress. 
When the guerrillas attempted an M60 
ambush at close range, Apitong foiled it 
and then made straight for the 
communist camp. 

At times climbing on all fours , 52 IB 
seized the high ground. Led down the 
NPA's own trails by several 
guerrillas-turned-informants, the troops 
came in from an unguarded flank. 

Considering how rough the terrain 
was, the troops moved quickly through 
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The strain of the week-long patrol in 
rugged country shows on the faces of 
these troopers. 

the maze of tumbled-down trees and 
thick undergrowth. Thorny vines clawed 
a sleeve off my shirt. My problem 
wasn't shared by the rest of the 
troopers, though. Some of the patrol 
strolled along the jungle trails barefoot, 
moving easily through the bladed 
bushes. One soldier deftly humped a 
90mm recoilless rifle with one shell, an 
M16, two M203 rounds and a bulging 
combat pack. I found myself breaking 
stride in an effort just to keep up. 

We just missed the big score. The 
NPA departure had been so hasty that 
half a dozen fully loaded packs still lay 
in place, their owners unable to retrieve 
them. Though the guerrillas and their 
weapons had moved out one step 
ahead of us, the document haul alone 
made a good catch. Included was a 
detailed analysis of the guerrillas' 
situation which confirmed what I had 
already discerned during a month-long 
visit: The NPA might be getting great 
press overseas, but in Samar it was in 
deep trouble. 

Samar . . . the jewel of the Philippines 
the archipelago's third largest island 

after Luzon and Mindanao has a level, 
placid-looking coastal strip that conceals 
some of the roughest interior in the 
country. Most of the 1.2 million people 
are farmers or fishermen. Villages 
(barangay) in the hinterland, as Filipinos 
call the rural areas - which means just 
about everywhere - are linked to the 
outside world by a patchwork of narrow 
trails. Government neglect is near-total, 
poverty absolute. The soil is poor, fertile 
only for the growth of insurgency. 

To such a promising environment 
came the CCP/NPA in the late 1960s. 
Still licking its wounds from continual 
drubbings in the Philippine heartland of 
Luzon, the movement was in need of a 
safe base. Samar proved ideal. The 
guerrillas picked the most isolated 
villages and built their infrastructure. 
They were aided by the ineptitude of 
government officials and heavy-handed 
army operations swelled guerrilla ranks. 

The communists got their biggest 
boost when President Ferdinand 
Marcos declared martial law in 
September 1972. "Legalized 
dictatorship," as one source called it at 
the time, cut off avenues for legitimate 
political dissent and forced activists to 
make a choice: Give up in the face of 
substantial government repression, or 
work with the CPP. A hefty core of 
disgruntled local politicians, clergymen 
and students in Samar chose the latter 
course. Thereafter, the mass base so 
essential to successful guerrilla action 
increased rapidly. 

By the mid-1970s it was estimated 
that half of Samar's villages had been 
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OLD ASIA HAND 
Tom Marks is a former U.S. Army 

officer with plenty of time in Asia. He 
has spent the last three years in Hong 
Kong and the Philippines studying the 
counterinsurgency capabilities of gov­
ernments in Southeast Asia. Most re­
cently, Marks journeyed to the south-

penetrated. By the end of the decade 
the situation was a nightmare. In some 
areas authorities felt that 80 percent of 
the villages had fallen under communist 
sway. Security force casualties soared. 

Manila, faced with what had become 
the most developed communist 
infrastructure in the islands, deployed 
no less than 12 battalions to the region 

Head and shoulders above the 
Filipino soldiers, Tom Marks shares 
the hardships of the jungle with the 
troopers of 52 18. 

em Philippines to check on the prog­
ress of Manila's fight against the com­
munist New People's Army. 

- a larger maneuver force than had 
been available to the whole army in 
1972. Though the number was down 
to 9 by 1981, it was still one of the 
largest concentrations of military power 
in any sector. 

A tough situation demands tough 
measures. Brigadier General Salvador 
M. Mison, a man regarded by many as 
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the Philippines' foremost combat 
soldier, was brought in to take charge 
of the region in 1981. Mison had 
earned his reputation in the intense 
fighting of the mid-'70s against the 
separatist Moro National Liberation 
Front (MNLF). First as a battalion 
commander in the battle for Jolo City 
in Sulu, then as a brigade commander 
on Basilan Island with 12 maneuver 
battalions assigned to him, the general 
established himself as a no-nonsense, 
aggressive officer with a flair for 
improvisation. He refused to accept 
excuses for poor performance and 
quickly drew to him a core of 
like-minded officers. 

Mison's new area of operations (AO) 
encompassed both Samar and Leyte, 
an arrangement which eventually 
became Regional Unified Command 8 
- or RUC-8 - under an armed forces 
scheme to rationalize its command 
structure. Both islands were communist 
targets, but Samar was by far the bigger 
problem. 

Platoon commanders check out the 
map for possible routes taken by 
fleeing NPA guerrillas. 
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The general, a student of 
revolutionary warfare, understood the 
importance of winning hearts and 
minds - his first task was to win the 
confidence of the people. This he did 
by tightening discipline and eliminating 
abuse of the population. He himself 
became renowned for spending the 
night in troubled areas, demonstrating 
that there was nowhere the government 
could not - and would not - go. 
Local government officials were 
encouraged and coerced to execute 
their responsibilities. 

In the field, multibattalion operations 
were launched to break up large 
guerrilla formations. Simultaneously, to 
cover his rear area, Mison made adroit 
use of intelligence assets to uncover 
and dismantle the main communist 
front activities. In particular, Samar's 
premier Catholic Social Action center, 
which had become a key source of 
CPP funds and influence, was shut 
down. Thoroughly infiltrated, it had 
become a virtual nerve center for 
communist underground activity in the 
region. Once organizational centers had 
been broken up, the long, tedious task 
of small-unit warfare could begin. 

I arrived at Calbayog City in 

mid-February 1986. Nationally, there 
was political chaos as the rigged 
election held on the 7th had prompted 
mounting protests against the corrupt 
Marcos government. But in backwaters 
such as the province of Northern 
Samar, it was business as usual. At the 
headquarters of 52 IB an operation was 
in preparation. I joined it. 

Responsible for an AO of more than 
3,000 square kilometers and 163 
villages, 52 IB was illustrative of the 
Philippine approach to 
counterinsurgency as waged in RUC-8. 
The battalion had been formed in 
December 1984. After just four months 

Not all Filipino soldiers have adequate 
equipment. This M60 machine-gunner 
seems fully prepared to tromp through 
the jungle barefoot. 
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of training, it had deployed to Samar 
with a majority of its personnel still raw 
draftees. 

The NPA followed its usual pattern of 
testing new units, and a 52 IB convoy 
promptly blundered into a carefully 
prepared ambush on the coastal 
highway leading northward. They lost. 
The troops quickly got serious about 
the mechanics of soldiering. 

Improvement was rapid. The 
battalion had only known one 
commander, Lieutenant Colonel 
George Vallejera. Tall for a Filipino at 5 
feet 11 inches, he was a tough, 
experienced officer who loved his 
troopers. By the end of 1985 they 
knew the ropes and had captured a 
major NPA training camp. Continual 
small-unit patrolling led to frequent 
encounters, yet casualties were minimal. 
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The NPA would ambush and raid 
settlements, but was unwilling to pick a 
fight once the unit had established itself 
as a force to be reckoned with. 

When I talked to Vallejera, it was 
obvious that 52 IB was led by as keen 
an expert on revolutionary warfare and 
counterinsurgency as any I had ever 
encountered. He knew how the enemy 
thought, what the NPA goals were, and 
how the communists hoped to 
accomplish them. And he knew how to 
utilize his limited assets for maximum 
effect. 

52 IB is a composite force drawn 
from all four of the battalion's 
companies. As seen through American 
eyes we were a U.S.-style platoon-sized 
"patrol" broken down in Ranger 
fashion: lead, main and rear elements. 
Each element had its own "squads" 

Red bandannas tied to the arms and 
weapons of 52 18 help soldiers keep 
track of who's friendly and who's the 
enemy. 

drawn from different units. Heavy 
weapons were in the center under 
control of the patrol leader. 

The companies, platoons and even 
squads of the battalion are based 
throughout the AO. They carry out 
constant patrols within their assigned 
areas, grouping for larger operations as 
circumstances dictate. Operations are 
based on developed intelligence; 
virtually all, even small patrols, are 
accompanied by local guides and NPA 
who have rallied to the government 
side. The constant presence of the 
security forces, real or imagined, 
deprives the guerrillas of their most 
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Heavily armed soldier prepares to lead 
NPA sympathizer back to the base 
camp. 

valuable weapon, the initiative. 
Engaged in a deadly game of 
hide-and-seek with government troops, 
they are unable to organize and 
implement their own schemes. 

Along with tactical operations, the 
security forces organize 
(countermobilize) threatened areas to 
resist the guerrillas. Local self-defense 
forces are formed in the towns first, 
then in the villages. These forces are 
always teamed with regular military or 
police personnel. 

The precise deployment adopted 
depends upon the size force the enemy 
is capable of putting together. 
Self-defense units must be substantial 
enough to hold out for the minimum 
time which would likely be required to 
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effect reinforcement. With fixed targets 
protected by self-defense units, the 
battalion can concentrate on hunting 
down guerrilla camps and units. 

And that's just what the patrol I was 
with planned to do - go out hunting. 
We prepared for departure just past 
midnight. In a classic reversal of roles, 
darkness and bad weather didn't aid 
the guerrillas. We were moving out 
under the cover of blackness to conceal 
our intentions so any informers who 
might see us leave camp would be hard 
put to discern our objective. 

Weapons were checked. Our patrol 
had the standard issue: M16s, M14s 
and Ml Carbines, M203s and an M60 
machine gun. Someone had dug up a 
90mm, so we took that in lieu of a 
60mm mortar. Commo equipment was 
antiquated but adequate: the old U.S. 
M6 "walkie-talkie," supplemented by 
local purchases. Commercial 

off-the-shelf gear is favored by both 
sides due to its lightness, substantially 
better range and lower cost. 

Equipment inspection told the story 
of Manila's neglect and gave substance 
to the bitterness I'd found among field 
officers. Fatigues are often issued twice 
and jungle boots quickly disintegrate 
under the rigors of sustained 
operations. The result is a riot of colors 
and styles: Adidas sweats, T-shirts, 
jungle fatigues, ski caps, blue jeans, 
sandals, tennis shoes, bare feet - even 
a pair of soccer cleats. Packs range 
from surplus U.S. Army to wicker 
baskets. 

Haircuts are not a priority item. 
Besides, the commander doesn't want 
his men to stand out from the local 
populace. So great is the similarity 
between military formations and their 
NPA opposition that each operation is 
assigned its own recognition device. 
This time around we tried old signal 
flags tied around our shirt sleeves. 

We left camp in a couple of 
dilapidated trucks, the only organic 
transport in the entire battalion. It is 
estimated that there are 50-plus Hueys 
in-country, but the last time anyone 
remembers a concentration of them for 
a single operation was in the filming of 
Apocalypse Now. The film crews are 
long since gone. 

One of the battalion's missions is to 
protect the coastal highway. The best 
way to do that is by patrolling the 
interior, forcing the guerrillas to react to 
the security forces. During the election 
earlier in the month, the NPA tried an 
ambush along a deserted stretch of 
road. They didn' t hit anything, but the 
try means they've established a staging 
area within striking distance of the 
coast. 

Our objective was the suspected NPA 
camp deep in the forested hills. An 
informant had given us a rough map of 
the place and he estimated its strength 
at 200 "ST" (subversive terrorists). 
Given probable exaggeration and the 
element of surprise, those odds weren' t 
prohibitive. 

Before the sun rose, the unit had 
piled out of our small convoy of trucks 
and entered the green fastness. As the 
first rays of light appeared, we moved 
down an abandoned logging road and 
set up a command post (CP). The 
patrol itself pushed on. 

Hours passed. The rutted, 
washed-out road was a sea of mud, but 
it was still a faster alternative than the 
snarled jungle all around us. Fresh 
jungle boot tracks kept the men on 
edge. It had rained last night, and there 
were no other government patrols 
about. Someone was close by. 

A young man suddenly spotted our 
patrol. He ducked and started to run, 
then thought better of such rashness 
and surrendered. Accompanying 
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members of the intelligence platoon 
questioned him - you don't go on 
nature walks in northern Samar. He 
claimed to be a logger but soft hands 
and an inconsistent story gave the lie to 
such nonsense. 

Taking no chances of compromising 
the operation, the patrol took him along 
to be questioned later at the battalion. 
He rapidly became a full-fledged 
participant in the operation and by the 
end of the day he was carrying a pack 
and three 90mm rounds. 

We moved off. The troops joked that 
there are only two seasons in Samar -
the wet and the very wet. We have 
managed to hit a dry day after weeks of 
rain, but the intense sun that replaced 
the rain was little consolation. Besides, 
in the humidity w_e were soon soaked 
through with sweat. 

Noise to the left flank caused the 
entire patrol to leap into firing positions. 
A team moved into the bush and 
returned with three young boys who 
had been hunting lizards. They said we 
were the second group of "soldiers" 
they had seen today. They were 
released to go back after their lizards. 

At a bend in the road stood three 
huts previously used by logging teams. 
No sooner did we appear when the 
jungle resounded with the noise of 
someone banging on an iron bar. He 
said "soldiers" told him to do that so 
that they would know when their 
"companions" were in the vicinity. 
Maybe we were still in luck. 

A search of the huts turned up a 
homemade shotgun, but there was no 
one else about. The old man - who 
claimed to have been born "during the 
time of the Americanos," which began 
with the Spanish-American War at the 
tum of the century - was fashioning 
rattan into long strips which he hoped 
to sell to handicraft makers. 

While waiting to see what the old 
man's signal would conjure up, the 
patrol settled down for a quick meal. 
Operational rations for the Philippine 
army would be the envy of any 
hard-core instructor who ever tried to 
make his Ranger class eat snakes: rice 
with dried bits of squid and some 
canned sardines. The rice, already 
cooked and carried in pots, was spread 
on banana leaves so everyone could 
dig in. Dessert was soda crackers and 
the entire meal was washed down with 
water from a rushing stream. 
Purification tablets hadn't been in the 
supply pipeline for years, so we all took 
our chances. Samar is famous for the 
nasty things you can get by drinking 
untreated water. 

With the meal completed and no sign 
of the bad guys, we left the road and 
moved into the thick stuff. The radios 
crackled constantly with the call sign as 
the patrol elements coordinated their 
movements - "Apitong One, this is 
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THE ROOTS OF 
INSURGENCY 

Experts have filled whole books with 
theories on why individuals join in­
surgencies. Intellectuals are the easy 
part of the puzzle: They become con­
verts to a new religion. What is the 
rationale of the rank-and-file? 

A sense of injustice seems to be the 
lever most often used by the commu­
nist leadership. Long after the original 
causes have vanished, the mecha­
nisms of organization keep the move­
ment active. 

CPP tactics of infiltration and sub­
version have been perfected to a sci­
ence. Captured instructions give a sys­
tem a tic "Step One-Two-Three" 
approach which has proved highly 
successful in the absence of strong and 
competent local government. Both of 
these qualities are rare in the Philip­
pines although the situation seems to 
be changing. 

The communists claim the system is 
rotten; the military says that only the 
bad apples need to be cleaned out. 
Faced with an improved environment, 
the people listen to whichever side has 
the preponderance of force and the 
ability to use it to protect them. 

It is crucial to an understanding of 
revolutionary war that the government 
(and the press) recognize that the sole 
purpose of the NPA is to serve as a 
shield to protect the activities of the 
party. They accomplish this mission by 
hitting numerous points, thereby forc­
ing the authorities to spread their 
forces in a static defensive posture. 
Pitched battles are fought only when 
absolutely necessary to defeat govern­
ment forces which endanger the politi­
cal mobilization process whereby new 
members are recruited and villages 
organized in the revolutionary infra­
structure. 

The government is in a bind. If it 
does not protect key targets, society 
will be destroyed, further contributing 
to the conditions off which the insur­
gents feed. If it does seek to protect 

As morning comes, Filipino soldiers 
pack their gear for a long patrol. 

everything, available forces are never 
sufficient, since the guerrillas can al­
ways choose their point of attack. 
Small, isolated outposts are picked off 
at leisure, subjecting the security forces 
to what amounts to a slow, painful 
process of defeat. In the meantime, 
with government forces tied up, the 
field is free for revolutionary cadre to 
organize the masses - which in tum 
provides the guerrillas with increased 
manpower and logistical support for 
further expansion. 

The solution to the government's 
deployment dilemma is, of course, 
countermobilization, organizing one's 
own side· as effectively as the enemy is 
attempting to do. Militarily, this re­
solves itself into the same strategic con­
sideration facing the guerrillas: how to 
throw up a shield behind which society 
can be organized. The answer is much 
the same: force the enemy to dissipate 
his strength. 

Security forces first concentrate su­
perior power and saturate an area with 
units. Under the weight of the attacks, 
the regular guerrilla units are forced to 
break down into smaller bodies to 
avoid becoming targets. Government 
forces follow, likewise breaking down 
into small units, with a corresponding 
reduction in manpower requirements. 

In its early days in the AO, 52 IB had 
mounted operations in battalion 
strength. Later, this was reduced to 
company-sized forays. Now, platoon 
and squad-sized patrols are the norm. 
The presence of numerous security 
force movements in the rural areas 
keeps the NPA concerned more for its 
own safety than for its original mission. 

The insurgency in the Philippines is 
far from over. On Samar, the govern­
ment has a good grip on rebel depre­
dations. On some of the other islands 
the picture is not quite as rosy, but the 
army seems to be moving in the right 
direction. 

Only time will tell. 
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Apitong Six, over." 
The terrain was substantial, to use an 

understatement. The lead element, 
accompanied by the guides, hacked a 
trail of sorts. The forest's own sounds 
enveloped us and the tangled foliage 
absorbed all sound of the lead element 
toiling ahead of us. Every branch 
bristled with rows of thorns like the 
blade of a saw. Steaming jungle, you 
could call it, yet no one here uses the 
term. It's just Samar. 

For a time Apitong stuck to the high 
ground. 

Convinced we were not being 
shadowed, the patrol moved off the hill 
crests to the river valley floors. There, 
movement was along stream beds. The 
going was faster than in the jungle, but 
it kept the lower half of the body 
soaked. At least there weren't any 
leeches. 

It soon became obvious why even 
those troopers with boots had brought 
sandals along. The combination of 
constant wetness and humidity bring on 
foot ailments almost immediately. At 
least with sandals you get a chance to 
dry out a little. Foot problems are a 
major source of combat ineffectives for 
the battalion. 

At twilight we reached our first 
objective, a village of some 50 houses 
and a population of just over 200. 
Another 52 IB patrol, coming from the 
opposite direction, had already secured 
the area. After receiving the okay from 
battalion, we all stayed put for the 
night. 

The entire village was called together 
so the patrol could check for known 
members of the communist 
underground. No such luck. 

No fear showed on the faces of the 
population as the troops made their 
rounds. Everyone got a private 
conference with the troops so that no 
one individual could be fingered for any 

52 18 troopers take time out to talk to 
some village children. 
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bits of information the patrol obtained. 
That night, using the intelligence 

gathered, a plan was laid. Gathered 
about a map in the flickering glow of 
candles, the element leaders were given 
assignments. 

Leaving the village early in the 
morning, the patrol retraced its steps, 
making a feint toward the low ground. 
We didn't get far before the inevitable 
happened. 

The ambush exploded in the 
confined quarters of the forest. An NPA 
M60 attempted to catch our lead 
element as it came out of a crossing, 
the main body still midstream. An 
incompetent NPA machine-gunner and 
quick responses on the part of the 
carefully prepared advance element 
prevented casualties. The ambush party 
had been spooked, had opened up too 
soon and having given away their 
position, the hunters became the 
hunted. 

The patrol's response flew toward 
them. Ml6s blazed; the distinctive 
wuuump of exploding M203 rounds 
crashed like giant cymbals in the foliage 
to our front. Then silence. The enemy 
ran as fast as he could, leaving a trail of 
belongings. 

Such an action clearly demonstrates 
the fragile validity of statistics in guerrilla 
war. Technically, we had been 
ambushed. The contact would be so 
carried on the books. That, however, 
implies the enemy had the initiative. In 
reality, he was attempting to react to us. 
Most 52 IB encounters come about this 
way. It is the security forces which are 
on the offensive. 

A U.S. unit would have gone after 
the retreating ambush group, but the 
patrol knew where the real goal lay. 
Turning perpendicular to our line of 
march, we dashed for the high ground. 
Moving along a path littered with 
dropped enemy gear, we were in their 
camp two hours after the ambush. 

It was a major find: nine huts. Put 

away thoughts of Viet Cong redoubts 
with bunkers and such. The typical 
NPA camp is a cluster of thatched roofs 
set on raised floors, tucked away on the 
slope of a forested ridge. There 
normally aren' t any fortifications or 
fighting positions to speak of. Location 
provides the protection. 

Location is also the key to spotting a 
camp. Peasants don't put villages in the 
middle of the boonies divorced from 
sustenance of rice paddies and coconut 
palms. NPA camps are within 
comfortable distance of both villages 
and water sources, but they are 
nonetheless off the beaten track. 

This one, according to the documents 
which turned up during the search, had 
been used for advanced military 
training. Glancing at the manuals 
produced no surprises. Terminology 
and tactics are copied from either 
government publications or materials 
obtained and mailed in by sympathizers 
overseas. The result is standard 
American small-unit tactics. The NPA 
has even taken to passing out 
certificates of completion so that 
personnel files can be maintained 
accurately. 
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As the troops divided up clothing and 
destroyed the huts, one document in 
particular held rriy attention. Its title 
translated roughly as "Comparison of 
Relative Strengths of Armed Groups in 
the Province (1984-1985)." Amidst the 
usual claims that all was rosy in the 
revolution were tucked away some 
frank admissions of difficulties. 

Most crucially, the NPA, said the 
document, lacked the capability to 
launch continuous, coordinated 
operations, especially with larger 
formations such as companies; or to 
take on "relatively large formations of 
the enemy. " Unit commanders were 
faulted for not knowing the enemy 
situation or employing their forces 
correctly. In a telling commentary on 
the state of the guerrilla movement, 
tactics were critiqued as "limited." 
Night operations were not being used, 
"even in the lowlands. " The plan? 
Keep carrying out raids to secure 
firearms, cause enemy casualties and 
gain experience. 

Also contained in the report were 
several tables of particular interest in 
light of the recent debate on the precise 
nature of the NPA: Are they "Nice 
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People Around" or "Pol Pot 
Communists"? As with most insurgent 
movements, the truth probably lies 
somewhere in the middle. A movement 
seeking to seize power through a 
"people's war" cannot afford to 
alienate the population. Neither, 
though, can it behave like saints. Terror 
is usually an integral part of the 
process. Movements differ in the degree 
of its use, not in its existence. 

The evidence in my hands said as 
much. Several tables contained records, 
by district, for "sparrow squad" killings, 
hits by assassination teams which are 
part of the standard NPA military 
organization. Neatly recorded in 
another table were actions taken against 
"KRME," counterrevolutionaries. While 
"sparrows" usually target government 
functionaries such as policemen and 
local officials, KRME operations deal 
with civilians. 

For the years 1984 and 1985, one 
chart noted, 25 sparrow operations had 
been carried out; three-quarters, 
revealed another table, were in 1985 
alone. Similarly, in 1985, 62 "death 
penalties" had been carried out against 
opponents of the revolution. No figures 

Government soldiers respond to NPA 
fire during an ambush in a remote 
village on Samar. 

were given for actual numbers killed as 
a result of each sparrow hit, but 
assuming one per operation, the total 
murders for the year would come to 79 
- all in a fairly small slice of RUC-8's 
total AO. 

Government statistics, of course, are 
listed by province rather than CPP/NPA 
structure. RUC-8' s 1985 total for 
"liquidations" known to have been 
carried out by the communists in 
Northern Samar Province is 41. Its total 
for all three provinces of Samar is 105. 
Using the ratio of "undercounting" and 
extrapolating from the figures in the 
document would give a figure of 202 
nonmilitary killings on the island in a 
single year - not a bloodbath, but a 
healthy number, far more than the 
number of annual combat deaths. 

The NPA killings came with such 
frequency that a new symbol was 
needed on the situation maps: a skull. 
That macabre reality was echoed by 

Continued on page 96 
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SOI~ ADVENTURE 

200,000 tons of shipping went to the bottom of Truk Lagoon 
as carrier-based U.S. aircraft struck at Japan's Gibraltar. 

THEY were just tourists now, the Japanese, Australian, 
British and American visitors who sat in the screening 

room of the Continental Hotel on Moen Island, Truk island 
group. Forty-two years ago they would have been locked 
in a life or death struggle in the Pacific, but now they sat 
together - quietly, without animosity, reflectively. The 
projectionist turned off the lights. In an instant the screen 
filled with the horror of the Pacific war - documentary 
clips of battle, victory and surrender, Japanese suicides 
.. . and the final tragedy of boiling mushroom clouds over 
Japan. The room was silent except for the grinding noise 
of the projector and the documentary narrator's familiar 
voice. 

Truk was the site of Japan's Pacific Fleet anchorage 
during World War II. Japan's Imperial Navy used Truk as a 
base of operations and fortified the island with concrete 
bunkers, deep caves and cannons. Some called Truk 
Japan's Gibraltar, but it was more than that. Truk's large 
sheltered lagoon, on the route between Tokyo and Hawaii, 
became the staging area for wartime operations in the 
Pacific. · 

The morning of 17 February 1944 was peaceful when 
the first American reconnaissance plane flew over the 
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Diving 
on Japan's 
Ghost Fleet 
Text & Photos by John C. Fine 

lagoon. Below, some 50 ships rode at anchor, and on land 
the Japanese prepared for their routine chores. Airplane 
mechanics readied the large seaplanes, and doctors made 
their rounds in the cement and stone hospital complete 
with Gothic columns on Dublon Island. Road builders 
began giving stern orders to the Trukese forced labor 
gangs. A few minutes later the air attack began. 

Carrier-based fighter planes launched the first attack on 
Truk, immediately followed by a second wave of 18 
bombers which destroyed Truk's airfields. With Japanese 
aircraft destroyed or immobilized, additional waves of 
American bombers and torpedo planes were launched 
from their carriers. At anchor in the lagoon were the 
support ships for Japan's fleet: tankers, cargo vessels, 
sub-chasers, diving tugs, submarine tenders and 
submarines, and a few warships. 

Almost all of the Japanese planes were caught on the 
ground. In the first day some 250 planes were destroyed 
and 200,000 tons of shipping went to the bottom. Torpedo 
plane after torpedo plane made runs on the larger 
ammunition ships, and gun-camera pictures taken by aerial 
reconnaissance at the time showed the fury of the raid. 
Huge ships exploded in flames and sank to the bottom 
almost immediately. A second raid on Truk in April 1944 
destroyed more ships. 

The Japanese sitting in the projection room were old 
enough to remember the war as was a doctor from Kansas 
who had served in the Navy's Pacific Fleet. What thoughts 
crossed their minds during the screening were impossible 
to divine, but their attention was riveted to the screen. For 
the Japanese, Truk has become a new but still obscure 
tourist attraction . They come in small groups to visit the 
islands they once occupied, spending money as though it 
has no value, acting very much the stereotype of a 1955 
American tourist in Europe. They seem completely out of 
place, not the image one would have of the once-powerful 
masters of Micronesia. 

A small war memorial has been erected by the 
Japanese on Moen Island, the capital of the Truk state. 
The black .marble base is topped with a black ball, 
commemorating the dead. But there are few Truk residents 
who remember the war because Micronesia are islands of 
youth. Children are everywhere, gently smiling or calling 
out hello or waving . Some, though, like James Sellem and 
his wife Nikku, remember only too vividly . 

As a young man James Sellem was pressed into service 
by the Japanese in 1934 when he began work on the 
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construction of their airfield. Eventually he loaded gasoline 
and supplies for them. 

"The Americans came here and started to attack, the 
airplanes came and threw down bombs. The Fujikawa 
Maru was the last wreck to sink. I saw the planes throw 
down bombs and torpedoes on the Fujikawa," Sellem said, 
pointing out toward the lagoon where the two iron masts 
still stuck out of the water from the shipwreck. 

"I saw houses burned. The sea was burning from oil. 
We could not see the ship because of the smoke," Sellem 
continued, describing how he hid in the caves to escape 
the bombing. There was not always room in the caves for 
the Trukese people. Sometimes the Japanese used the 
islanders, hoping the Americans would not drop bombs if 
they saw island people. James Sellem lost part of his arm 
in 1944 in one of the bombing attacks on Dublon Island. 

While the Sellems do not speak bitterly, they remember 
the pain and hardship. "We were forced to work for the 
Japanese and were not paid. In 1940 the Japanese army 
was all over the island. You had to work. If you didn't work 
one time the Japanese hit you," Sellem said. 

Fifty-five-year-old Kimiuo Aisek also remembers 
Japanese occupation before and during the war. " In 1936 
the Japanese construction started on Dublon Island," 
Kimiuo told me. "They always said they were going to 
develop the island, nothing said about the military. By 1940 
all was near completion, the gun emplacements and the 
airfield. By the middle of 1941 the Japanese started to 
bring in their military men, the navy. We knew ab_out Pearl 
Harbor the same day. The Japanese had a big shout. 
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ABOVE: Rotted gas mask and tennis shoe lie covered with 
silt in the crew's quarters. 

BELOW: Ship's telegraph now stands silent, encrusted with 
four decades of coral and sponge. 

BELOW RIGHT: Local diver displays the skull of a Japanese 
victim of the American surprise attack on Truk during 
February 1944. 
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They said they were going to win the war in eight months." 
Their memories of the war are poignant, made more so 

by the two tall masts of the Fujikawa Maru standing starkly 
in the lagoon. The ship stands as a constant reminder of 
the past; to visitors, however, it offers a breathtaking 
underwater tourist attraction. 

"The Fujikawa is a fantastic shipwreck. There are a lot 
of things to see on it. It's an enormous ship, about 434 feet 
long," Clark Graham, owner of Micronesia Aquatics, said, 
describing one of his favorite dives in the lagoon. 

Clark and his wife Chineina founded the company in 
1976. Clark has co-authored a guidebook about the wrecks 
and describes each one with familiarity. 
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"There are shipwrecks at all depths. Some are right near 
the surface, some at 30-40 feet, some at 70 and 80, and 
some are deeper," Clark explained, motioning toward the 
lagoon. 

Snorklers can lie on the surface and see many of the 
sunken ships because visibility is usually 50-100 feet. In 
the summer months from about May through August the 
lagoon is quite calm although there is slightly more 
plankton in the water. During December through February, 
the usual period when it rains sometime during the day, 
the water in the lagoon is a little rougher than in summer. 
January viewing is usually quite good according to 
Graham, but there's really no one perfect season for Truk's 
shipwrecks because visibility can vary from morning to 
afternoon - and sometimes does. 

In the hold of the Fujikawa Maru, new Japanese Zero 
fighter planes seem almost as good as the day they were 
made. Nearby, the cargo of new propeller blades and parts 
adds to the drama of the dive. Forward, crates of 
cartridges and belts of machine gun ammunition sti ll give 
mute testimony to the war. 

A favorite dive of many visitors to Truk is made on a 
tanker sitting upright in about 70 feet of water. The 
Shinkoku Maru has a bow and stern gun, each gun 
overgrown with lush coral, rooster comb oysters and 
sponges. On the bridge, divers pick up the ship's 
telephone, or examine large brass telegraphs, long 
overgrown with coral. In the cabins, ship's china and wine 
decanters that once graced the captain's table are found in 
the silt. An operating table and sterilizer stand stark in the 
corner of one room, covered with a layer of silt. In the 
stern, bones and skeletons of sailors provide eerie 
evidence of the fatal sinking of the "Divine Country," the 
meaning of the ship's name. 

Nearby, the Heian Maru lies on her port side. Converted 
from a passenger ship to a submarine tender and pressed 
into military service in 1941, the Heian, or "Peace" in 
English, had new periscopes stored along her catwalks 
near the bridge. Torpedo warheads and ammunition are 
stacked in her holds, and her huge propellers stick up 
toward the surface, overgrown with black wire coral, 
sponges and rooster comb oysters. 

Pohaku Hauoli Smith, the resident manager of Truk's 
Continental Hotel, was trained as a commercial diver in 
Honolulu and dives frequently on Truk Lagoon. 

"I used to think that there couldn't be any better spots to 
dive than Hawaii at that time, " he said. "But after coming 
out to Truk and Palau, Hawaii is going to be boring." 

Hauoli's favorite wreck is the Hanakawa Maru. He gets 
called on every so often to check her cargo of leaking 
peptic acid. He doesn't mind the mild skin burns he 
sometimes gets since it gives him a chance to see the 
beautiful black coral growth on the wreck. 

"The profusion of black coral is amazing. On this wreck 
the black coral is clean and there are big trees, pretty 
much like that," Hauoli said, pointing to a five-foot-diameter 
fan coral hanging over the Continental cashier's window. 

Today, the instruments of war have been converted by 
nature into a divers' paradise, and the only battle for 
survival takes place between sea life vying for an 
ecological niche along the silent catwalks and decks of 
Japan's once-proud fleet. Under the emerald waters of 
Truk Lagoon, the horror of wartime has been camouflaged 
by nature's beauty. 

Topside, the wartime documentary ends and the 
multinational crowd of visitors quietly disperses. Tomorrow 
some will dive on the lagoon while others will be content to 
stare out over the placid water - broken only by the 
masts of the Fujikawa Maru. Regardless, they'll see more 
than just rusting and coral-covered remnants of a battle 

Continued on page 88 
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SOI~ WEAPONS 

RUGER GP-100 

SINCE introduction of his Mark I .22 LR 
pistol in 1949 , Bill Ruger has had a 

string of successes unequaled in the 
firearms industry during the 20th century. 
With an uncanny knack for anticipating the 
desires of the gun-buying public , Ruger has 
introduced the right gun at the right time for 
the right price for 37 years. His new GP-100 
revolver is no exception. 

Americans have· loved wheelguns since 
their first commercial appearance. The vast 
majority of American law enforcement per­
sonnel are still armed with sixguns and it 
remains the most popular side arm for the 
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Wheel gun for the Future 
Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 

TOP: Muzzle whip is high with hot and 
heavy loads in the GP-100, but perceived 
recoil is reduced by the addition of rubber 
grips. 

LOWER LEFT: Roger's latest offering, the 
.357 Magnum GP-100 is sure to be a hit 
with wheelgun enthusiasts. 

LOWER RIGHT: The horizontal 
configuration of the Galco Defender holster 
aids concealment of the GP-100 revolver. 

game hunter. Regardless of its deficiencies 
as a military small arm , it will remain an 
important item in the inventory of the Amer-

ican gun enthusiast. 
Revolvers possess advantages that cannot 

be denied . Should a cartridge fail to fire , 
and they do upon occasion , merely pull the 
trigger or cock the hammer once more and 
the cylinder will rotate to another round. By 
their configuration and method of opera­
tion , they can be chambered for extremely 
powerful cartridges without reaching large , 
clumsy proportions. And of no small con­
sideration to handloaders, one need spend 
no time crawling about on hands and knees 
in the prickly pear looking for empty cases. 

Ruger's Security-Six and Redhawk re-
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Disassembly of the GP-100 is easy. 

RUGER GP-100 SPECIFICATIONS 
Caliber .. ....... ..... . 357 Magnum 
Operation ... . ........ Six-shot revolver. Single- and double-action. Transfer bar 

safety and floating firing pin. Modular design, disassem­
bled without tools. 

Weight, empty ...... .. 41 ounces 
Length, overall ....... 93/s inches 
Barrel ............... Five-groove with a right-hand twist of one turn in 18314 

inches . 

Barrel lengths . . ...... 4 and 6 inches 

Stocks ............ . .. Rubber with polished Goncalo Alves wood grip panel in-
serts . 

Sights . . .. . ......... .. Ramp front retained by spring-loaded plunger; replaceable. 
Square-notch , white-outline rear, adjustable for both 
windage and elevation. 

Finish . ...... . .. . .... Black oxide over satin polish. 

Price .. . ............. $340 

Manufacturer ... . . . ... Sturm, Ruger & Company Inc., Dept. SOF, Lacey Place, 
Southport. CT 06490. 

volvers have enjoyed unmitigated success . 
Never one to sit back and rest on his laurels , 
Bill Ruger's new revolver combines fea­
tures of his previous two double-action de­
signs , with some clever innovations that 
guarantee him another trip to the winner's 
circle. 

Ruger has pioneered the use of carefully 
mill-fini shed investment castings for re­
ceivers and other components in his entire 
product line. The frame of the GP-100 is an 
investment casting of heat-treated A.LS.I. 
4130 chrome-moly alloy steel. Except for 
the trigger and hammer mechanism , the 
visible external parts have been satin 
polished and finished with black oxide . 
Like its predecessors , the internal parts are 
installed either through the top or bottom of 
the frame and there is, therefore, no side 
plate. This double solid frame contributes 
significantly to the revolver's extraordinary 
strength. 

The GP- I 00 has been initially chambered 
for the popular .357 Magnum cartridge in 
both 4- and 6-inch barrel lengths. SOF's test 
specimen was fitted with a heavy 4-inch 
barrel which yielded an overall length of93/s 
inches. Weight is 41 ounces, quite appropri­
ate for this chambering. A massive ejector 
shroud extends full length . The result is a 
decided , and desirable , muzzle-heavy 
effect. The barrel is made from a hot-rolled 
section of ordnance quality 4140 chrome­
molybdenum alloy steel. It has five grooves 
and a right-hand twist ofone in 18% inches, 
standard for . 357 Magnum. The barrel 
thread diameter has been increased to 5/s­
inch for greater wall thickness in the area of 
the threaded barrel stub surrounding the 
bore ' s throat. 

The sight system is similar to the one 
employed on the Redhawk series. Held in 
place by a spring-loaded plunger, the 
ramped and grooved front sight can be re­
moved from its dovetail and replaced by 

Continued on page 80 

CHRONOGRAPH RESULTS: .357 MAGNUM AMMUNITION 
Instrumentation: Oehler Model 33 Chronotach with Skyscreen detectors positioned 10 feet from the muzzle. Ambient tempera­

ture: 87 degrees F. All readings in feet per second. Fired from Ruger GP-JOO with 4-inch barrel. 

.357 Magnum Low High Extreme Standard 
Ammunition: Velocity Velocity Spread Average Deviation 
Super Ve! 
110-gr. JHP 1,414 1,536 122 1,469 36 
Reload: Speer 
146-gr. JHP w/ 
14.5 grains 2400 1,297 1,346 49 1,320 17 
Samson 
158-gr. JSP 1,261 1,418 157 1,360 47 
Reload: 162-gr. 
SWC w/10.5 grains 
2400 1,018 1, 171 153 1,080 49 
Reload: 162-gr. 
SWC w/12 .5 grains 
W-W 630 J ,277 1,338 61 1,299 18 
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S014' EL SALVADOR 

by Bob Jordan 

Yanks 
Volunteer 
for Down-South · 
Duty 

Minigun and rocket launcher give the 
Salvadoran air force close-support choppers 
a devastating firepower capability. Photo: 
Bob Jordan 



WITH monotonous predictability a 
sodden shroud of hot and humid air 

clung to El Salvador ' s airport. It was always 
the same and this October evening was no 
exception. There were nine of us in this 
latest SOF training team, including a jour­
nalist and his cameraman, and we quickly 
finished our business with customs and got 
on with the meat of our mission . 

The purpose of my appearance in El Sal­
vador was to assess the tactics being used by 
government troops in their counterinsurgen­
cy campaign against the Nicaraguan-backed 
FMLN guerrillas rooting up the Salvadoran 
countryside. I wanted to compare their tac­
tics with those the Rhodesian army had used 
and refined during their war in southern 
Africa. 

As a member of the Rhodesian Special 
Air Service (SAS) from 1970-80, I had 
helped develop and execute those tactics, 
and was keen to discover if they could be 
applied in El Salvador. You can't do that 
while sitting in a hotel bar sipping Pilsener 
beer, so I hoped to observe combat opera­
tions with the Salvadoran infantry during 
my two-week stay. 

The opportunity soon arose. Lieutenant 
Colonel Roberto Staben , commander of the 
elite Salvadoran Arce Battalion , extended 
an invitation to join his unit in the field. SOF 
staffers Karl Klein, Paul Fanshaw and l 
readily accepted and within hours we were 
on our way to Arce headquarters at San 
Miguel.{The battalion takes its name from a 
historic Salvadoran fighter, General Jose 
Manuel Arce.) 

We hit San Miguel ready forthe bush, but 
a change of plans delayed our field work for 
a few days. We put the time to good use, 
however, by observing battalion activities , 
boning up on our Spanish, and by inspecting 
nearby bridges blown up by the guerrillas 
two years ago. 

Karl Klein, an ex-Special Forces and 
artillery officer, was particularly interested 
in the standard of mortar handling in Arce ' s 
support company. His primary mission dur­
ing our trip was to make recommendations 
on future training and employment of the 
81 mm mortars - the primary indirect-fire 
support weapon for Salvadoran troops. 

Klein, Fanshaw and I were impressed by 
what we saw in the Arce Battalion. Morale 
was excellent, discipline was good without 
being Prussian, maintenance of weapons 
and equipment was faultless. A construc­
tion program in progress will soon provide a 
new hospital, kitchen and mess hall, and 
modem laundry facilities for the garrison. 
Virtually the only problem was the sporadic 
electricity supply which prevented the water 
pumps and showers from being completely 
functional. 

This problem wasn't confined only to the 
military base. Guerrillas had cut the supply 
to the whole town, causing more than minor 
inconvenience to the locals. It was a good 
example of how the guerrillas are losing 
their "hearts and minds" program because 
the population of San Miguel was definitely 
pro-government. 
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While we waited for Arce's operation to 
start, another interesting invitation came 
our way. This one concerned a "spot of 
yachting" with the Salvadoran navy, and 
we quickly accepted. Joining us were SOF 
Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown, Con­
tributing Editor John Donovan and the rest 
of our training team, and several officers 
from the Arce Battalion. It took two 
crowded Hueys to get us to the coast. 

A quick 20-minute flight over the coastal 
plain brought us hovering over our '' yacht'' 
-a heavily armed 75-foot navy patrol boat. 
I thought it would be a tight squeeze - the 
Arce officers, all of us gringos and the crew 
- but there was room to spare as we pulled 
away from the quay and began our run . 

Our patrol area for that day was the bor­
der with Nicaragua; the purpose to interdict 

resupply routes for the FMLN in El Salva­
dor. As we approached the border, a stretch 
of thickly jungled coastline attracted the 
skipper's attention. 

Under the watchful eyes of the skipper, 
the Browning .50 cal. M2 HB was readied 
for action - just in case. You never know 
when the Sandinistas might pull something. 
The Gulf of Fonseca has long been consid­
ered one of the conduits through which the 
Sandinistas funnel supplies to their com­
rades in El Salvador. We were there to see if 
we could do something about that. 

We rendezvoused with two other Salvo 
patrol boats a short while later and con­
tinued to cruise the coastline for another 
uneventful half-hour. For the Salvadoran 
navy, coastal patrol duty is usually boring. 
They don ' t catch much , but along with other 

DEADLY DEVICES 
This FMLN booby-trap training de­

vice was captured in a recent attack 
against the Gs by El Salvadoran forces. 

It's one of over 200 different booby 
traps now being employed against the 
Salvadorans, and is indicative of the 
simplicity which make this type of 
homemade explosive so effective in the 
guerrilla environment. 

Enclosed in a 12x2-inch Chinese tele­
scope box (what unwary grunt would pass 
up the opportunity for that type of souve­
nir?) are a homemade pressure release 
switch, power source (usually discarded 
batteries) and, in this case, a Christmas 
light bulb to simulate the detonator. 

Operational modes of this bomb 
would be packed with plastic explosive 
and a blasting cap instead of a training­
aid light bulb. The lid would be closed, 
depressing the release switch, and then 
the booby trap would be placed in an 
area of likely Salvadoran troop move­
ment. When the lid is opened the red 
button releases, allowing the electrical 
circuit to complete - and then detonate 
the cap and explosive. 

The object of this booby trap, as with 
most others, is not to kill but to maim. 
Wounded soldiers require medical 
assistance and evacuation, thus tying up 
other troops - and lowering morale. 
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GUN RUN 

Ever s\nce l was medevacked out of a 
firefight in Vietnam with my right shoul­
der and other pieces of anatomy blown to 
bits, I've liked helicopters. They've 
pulled me out of a Jot of tight spots since 
then, especially those armed with an 
assortment of fireworks designed for 
close-in ground support. 

This time, I had a chance to ride on the 
sending end . 

With echoes of Wagner's "Ride of 
the Valkyries" and visions of "Apoca­
lypse Now" running through my mind, 
our camerman, Alwyn Kumst, and I 
climbed aboard the Sa lvadoran 
"Mike" -model Huey in preparation for 
a hot strike against G forces . 

My adrenal in level jumped as soon as 
the chopper lifted off from Ilopango, and 
I could see by Kumst's expression and 
white knuckles - it was his first air­
strike - that he was asking himself, 
"Just what in the hell am I doing here?" 

That really was a good question be­
cause gringos don' t just go on Jive air ­
strikes with the Salvadoran air force eve­
ry day. Yet permission had been 
granted. 

Kumst and I rode as observers on one 
of the gunships while Bob Brown pulled 
the same duty on the second bird now 
flying about 50 meters to starboard and 
slightly ahead ofus. The third chopper, a 
Hughes 500M light observation aircraft, 
rounded out our attack force. 

En route to the target area, our pilot 
gave us a quick emergency drill briefing. 
If it was designed to make us feel any 
better, it didn 't. 

"If we get hit," the pilot said, "don't 
worry. Ifwe go down, get away from the 
chopper before it explodes, but don't go 
too far.'' He pointed to his CAR-15 and 
said to Kumst, "lfI don't get out, you'd 
better take this." 

The co-pilot started to make the same 
offer to me, but saw I was already 
armed. He gave us a thumbs-up and said 
with a cheery smile, ''Another helicop­
ter will come and get us if the guerrillas 
don't first." Just dandy. 

When we drew close to the target 
area, all three birds dropped down to fly 
nap-of-the-earth, a ridge-hopping and 
tree-skimming rollercoaster ride de­
signed to give us the element of surprise, 
and to put more white in Kumst's knuck­
les . When the gunships pulled up to 
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Heavily armed "Mike"-model Huey and 
light observation helicopter head out 
from llopango to suspected guerrilla 
base camp. Photo: Bob Jordan 

1,000 feet, I knew the war was about to 
begin . 

The Loach went in first, marking the 
target-a guerrilla camp located deep in 
the jungle and spotted earlier by a recon 
patrol - with smoke. The pilots were 
busily talking back and forth, coordinat­
ing the attack and identifying the target , 
and then the gunship carrying Brown 
dived on the camp. 

Rockets from thei r 14 2.75-inch 
tubes, seven on each side, slammed into 
the thick green bush followed by a 
steady stream from the miniguns. The 
first bird pulled up and away, and our 
pilot followed his attack run. Our mini­
guns erupted with their peculiar fabric­
ripping sound, then the rockets at my 
feet blasted away toward the G position. 

In a blur we swept past the camp, then 
took up station for another run. More 
ripping from the guns, tracers and ball 
cutting up the foliage, and we finally 
took up a circular orbit around the camp­
site. Nothing moved down there except 
smoke plumes. dust clouds and falling 
brush. 

My pulse rate began to drop when my 
body realized that it had survived 
another one. I hadn't been so lucky dur­
ing an airstrike on terrorist targets in 
Zambia when my fixed-wi ng had taken 
some bad hits - and had crash-landed 
hard too far from home. 

We had plenty of ammo left on both 
Mikes, so with the Loach dropping 
down low to spot and mark targets, we 
carried on hitting the camp area and like­
ly escape routes until fuel levels sent us 
back home. 

There was no way to tell just how 
effective our attack on the G camp had 
been. Trained insurgents know all too 
well that their best defense against an 
aerial attack- unless they' ve got supe­
rior anti-aircraft weapons- is to lay low 
and wait for the aerial stingers to buzz 
off. 

Recon patrols were already moving 
into the area to assess the damage, but it 
would be some time before we received 
any kind of official word. 

No matter, though. We had hit the 
bastards hard and we knew it. Better 
still, so did they. 

- Bob Jordan 

security-tightening measures along the en­
tire coast, the Salvadorans have managed to 
grab a loose stranglehold on supplies going 
to the FMLN. Captured guerrilla documents 
attest to the damage being done to their 
supply line and if the hold tightens, the 
guerrillas' ability to fight a protracted war 
could come to a screeching halt. 

Back at the quay, amidst friendly smiles 
and handshakes, we left our naval hosts and 
were soon airborne back toward Arce head­
quarters - and our promised field op. 

Early the next day we joined 4 Company, 
commanded by First Lieutenant Carlos Soto, 
which was already out in the bush. Their 
mission , primarily search and clear, would 
first involve a sweep to the Pan-American 
Highway from their tactical headquarters at 
Nueva Granada, then a convoy move to 
Jucuapa, finishing up with a sweep of the 
road and surrounding areas from Jucuapa to 
the village of Las Marias. Both road and 
power lines had been interrupted by guerrilla 
forces for the past 15 days - much to the 
distress of the civilian population. 

Soto, a hard-core and competent veteran 
of several years of operations, was happy to 
see us. Holding true to State Department 
and Department of Defense policy, U.S. 
Army Mi IGroup personnel in Salvador, 
who train Salvadoran soldiers , are not 
allowed to accompany them into the field . 
It's not MiIGroup's idea of good training, 
and it severely limits the effectiveness of 
their operation in El Salvador. Our gringo 
presence in the field gave Soto a chance to 
explain and demonstrate how his company 
operated in the bush. 

We were inserted by chopper and were 
escorted to the HQ at Nueva Granada, the 
center of 4 Company's night defensive posi­
tion . Platoons were spread out around the 
outskirts of the town, and Lt. Soto took us 
into his company HQ for a briefing on 
tomorrow's operations. 

"We will leave at 0530," Soto said. 
"We have to reach the Pan-American High­
way by 0800, then trucks will take us to 
Jucuapa, our new area. " 

Hauling a journalist and cameraman 
along on a tactical operation was a new 
experience for me, so I asked Soto where he 
wanted us all located during the move. 

"You stay with me-with the command 
group," the lieutenant said. ''We will move 
along the road." 

I was just starting to question the wisdom 
of walking down the middle of a road when 
the company commander pointed to his map 
again . 

" In front of us there will be three patrul­
Jas [20-30 men], one on each of these 
ridges, and one clearing the road. The 
Slmm will be behind us, and farther back, 
another patrulla. '' 

My doubts were eased. We talked a bit 
longer while daylight faded, then settled 
down for a delicious tamale dinner - cour­
tesy of the local villagers - and an early 
night's sleep. 

The night was punctuated by small-arms 
and heavy machine-gun fire from a firefight 
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WHO DARES ... 
Bob Jordan is no stranger to guerrilla 

warfare be it in Southeast Asia, Africa or 
Central America. His initiation to war 
came in 1967 during ops against the 
NY A in Vietnam. A machine gun bullet 
abruptly ended his tour-and started 53 
weeks of operations and physical ther­
apy which resulted in a medical dis­
charge from the Army. 

Undaunted, Jordan went on to spend 
10 years with the Rhodesian Special Air 
Service . He rose from the rank of trooper 
to major and en route picked up a hard­
earned Silver Cross, Bronze Cross, and 
the coveted SAS Wings On Chest. After 
Rhodesia fell, Jordan pulled a tour as 
Officer Commanding, 2 Commando, 1 
Reece Regiment in South Africa. He 
capped off his African service as 2 i/c of 
the Transkei Defence Force's Special 
Forces Regiment, and as an intelligence 
officer in the TDF's Military Intelli­
gence Detachment. 

Since his return to the United States 
Jordan has worked as an SOF volunteer 
trainer in Central America, instructing 
El Salvadoran troops in the finer points 
of SAS counterinsurgency warfare . 

THROUGH THE RANKS 
When military service gets into your 

blood. it's a hard habit to kick. Karl 
Klein enlisted in the Army in 1967, went 
through jump school, and then on to 
Vietnam with Charlie Company, I / 
502nd Airborne infantry of the IO I st. 
His tour with the grunts took him into l 
Corps at Firebase Sally; he came back to 
the states with sergeant's stripes and an 
assignment with the 82nd at Fort Bragg. 

After his ETS, Klein joined the 19th 
Special Forces Group of the Colorado 
National Guard and the ROTC program 
at the University of Colorado. He re­
ceived his commission in the Field Artil­
lery, was assigned to the Combat De­
velopment Experimentation Command 
and later the 2/8th FA at Fort Ord, Cali­
fornia. He eventually ended up back at 
the 19th SFG where he served as an 
A-Team XO and commander. 

He left the service to complete his 
master's degree in civil engineering but 
not before completing the static-line 
jumpmaster's course and 47 jumps, two 
sniper courses and Ranger School. After 
finishing his education Klein pulled yet 
another hitch with the Army Reserves. 

Klein has worked for SOF as a volunteer 
trn.iner in Central America, helping the 
Salvadorans develop their counterin­
surgency indirect-fire support capability. 
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BELOW: SOF volunteer trainer Karl Klein 
worked with Salvadoran mortar teams -
whom he rates as excellent. Photo: Al 
Venter 

ABOVE: SOF volunteer trainer Bob Jordan 
brought 15 years of African special ops 
experience with him to El Salvador. Photo: 
Al Venter 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 55 



ON TARGET 
El Salvador's harsh tropical day was 

slowly fading into dusk, and Lt. Carlos 
Soto' s infantry company of the Arce 
Battalion was quietly settling down into 
its nighttime routine. It was my first day 
with the company and I thought it would 
be a good time to begin my part of the 
SOF training mission: assess the in­
direct-fire capability of the Salvadoran 
army, and recommend any further train­
ing which might make them more bush 
effective. 

We were at 4 Company's tactical HQ 
at Nueva Granada, and I wandered over 
to the 81 mm mortar emplacement lo­
cated fairly close to the company CP. It 
was well dug-in and protected by layers 
of sandbags . 

Three figures materialized out of the 
gloomy half-light of the waning day, not 
trigger-happy, but just suspicious 
enough to maintain a well spread-out 
distance. 

"Quien vive?" one of the figures 
asked softly. 

"Capitan Karl," I answered, and then 
pointed to the poncho-covered mortar 
standing in the center of the pit. ''May I 
look?" 

The three mortarmen were happy to 
oblige and pulled the cover off the tube, 
eager to show this gringo their weapon. 
It became quickly apparent why. 

The tube was spotless, no dust, and 
covered with a light coat of oil. The sight 
was set at deflection 2715, elevation 
1136 mils, and both bubbles were cen­
tered . I looked through the sight and saw 
a perfectly compensated sight picture, 
with the far aiming post neatly splitting 
the interval between the near post and 
the sight reticle. I was impressed so far; 
these guys had their shit together. 

It was near dark by now, and firing a 
mortar at night presented its own com­
plications. "Hay luces?" I asked. 

A waterproofed container material-
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ized in the gunner's hand, and he pro­
duced an M53 reticle illuminator. With 
practiced ease he screwed the threaded 
cable into the socket on the sight and 
switched on the rheostat. 

I looked through the sight again and 
saw a reticle pattern glowing red against 
a now dark background. "Y las luces 
allf, rojo y verde?" I pressed. 

With a patient, faintly amused smile, 
the assistant gunner walked over to the 
aiming posts and switched on their 
lights: red for the near, green for the 
farthest. Another quick look through the 
sight confirmed what I had expected to 
see. The green dot in the sight was 
equidistant between the red dot and the 
glowing reticle. "Que bueno!" I told the 
grinning mortar crew. 

I turned my attention to the Ml6 plot­
ting board set up beside the tube , neatly 
indexed as per Fort Benning SOP. The 
chart operator gave me a range card for 
the new four-charge M374A3 ammuni­
tion , only recently phased into active 
U.S. Army units . 

The young Arce soldier pointed to a 
crossmark two squares off center in the 
lower right quadrant of the board . 
'' Mortero,'' he explained, then indi­
cated ano¢er cross above the first. 

"Objectivo," he continued. " Distan­
cia: dos nueve cinco cinco." He laid a 
scale alongside the plots to show me the 
range of 2,955 meters. I checked my 
range card. The optimum propellant in­
crement for that range was charge three, 
and I ran my finger across to the table 
elevation already set on the sight. 

"Si," the section leader agreed. 
" Carga tres. " 

I quietly shook hands with the crew 
and congratulated them on their obvious 
proficiency. I couldn't recall inspecting 
a mortar crew, of any nationality, who 
had it more together than this one. 

"Gracias, Capitan," their command­
er said. "Hasta maiiana. " 

-Karl Klein 

TOP LEFT: Contributing Editor John 
Donovan mans .SO caliber MG during 
Salvadoran weapons training. Photo: Al 
Venter 

ABOVE: SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown mans the patrol boat's helm during 
a sweep for infiltrating FMLN guerrillas. 
Colonel Villalta, commander of the 
Salvadoran navy, and SOF Contributing 
Editor Al Venter stand by to offer 
constructive advice. Photo: Harry Claflin 

involving a neighboring company, but noth­
ing to cause us much worry. We were up 
early, and after a quick breakfast hit the 
road. 

Soto's advance patrol s had already 
moved out , and there was no delay or mill­
ing about in the dim early morning light. 
The lieutenant 's troops were well-briefed , 
and had obviously done this sort of thing 
before. 

The move to the road junction with the 
Pan-Am Highway was smooth and profes­
sional , and uneventful , as was the truck 
convoy trip to the light asphalt road leading 
south toward Jucuapa. Our pace slowed 
considerably once we hit the turnoff; this 
was now potential ambush country , and Lt. 
Soto sent advance patrols out front to secure 
the high ground before our convoy drove 
through. 

It was midaftemoon by the time we 
reached Jucuapa, debussed and fanned out 
into our tactical movement formation . The 
objective was to locate a small band of guer­
rillas whom previous intelligence reports 
had placed near the small village of Las 
Marias . 
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WAR ... FORT 
BENNING STYLE 

There are a thousand ways to tell good 
troops from bad troops: efficiency in the 
bush, the state of their weapons and 
gear, their ability to quickly and correct­
ly respond to orders, to name just a few. 
Perhaps most important, however, is 
their attitude, morale and discipline . 

And Arce Battalion soldiers are good 
troops in every sense of the meaning. 
Their light, noise and movement disci­
pline in the bush was first-class. Inten­
sive training had taught them to instinc­
tively avoid the time-honored deathtrap 
of bunching, and each man reflexively 
covered his area of responsibility during 
halts. 

All in all, there didn't seem to be 
much we could teach these men about 
individual soldiering. 

The main problem, though, didn't lie 
with the skills of the combat infantry­
man. Officers of the Arce Battalion, at 
both company and platoon level, were 
well-trained in conventional, Fort Ben­
ning-approved infantry deployment, 
rather than the area of training they 
needed most - counterinsurgency 
(COIN) warfare tactics. 

This war, like most being fought 
around the world today, is unconven­
tional, and that calls for unconventional 
methods of operation in order to win. 
There is no requirement to advance with 
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the traditional "two platoons up, one 
back" when you' re hunting down a 10-
to 15-man guerrilla group, and em­
ploying three companies in a 10-by-10-
kilometer area is .an unnecessary waste 
of manpower. Moreover, humping such 
backbreaking weapons as a 90mm re­
coilless rifle and heavy-duty 8lmm mor­
tars - when RPGs, LA Ws and a 60mm 
commando mortar would do as well - is 
a dubious proposition. 

Lieutenant Soto and his fellow offi­
cers were in full agreement, but they just 
don ' t know how to do things differently. 
Our suggestions for using four- to six­
man patrols instead of the current figure 
of25 were enthusiastically received, but 
training for that type of deployment has 
not been given enough emphasis by con­
ventionally minded, "straight-leg" 
planners. 

Employment of indirect-fire support 
weapons is another area which desper­
ately requires modification to an uncon­
ventional-war scenario. Like the infan­
try they support, Arce mortar leaders 
have been trained for conventional axis­
of-ad vance/ defense maneuver . The 
6400-mil firebase concepts developed 
during the Vietnam War have largely 
been eliminated from Salvadoran train­
ing, a definite problem considering that 
the Gs, first, do not hold to static lines of 
defense, and second, they can attack 
from any direction at any time. 

Both of these problems - patrol size 

Lieutenant Soto knew the terrain well. 
Control of the area had been bitterly con­
tested in the past and Soto's company had 
been instrumental in gaining the upper 
hand. At one time the Gs had operated in the 
area with impunity, strangling commerce 
and shutting down most local activity , but 
now they were limited to sporadic terrorist 
activity. 

Government patrols such as Soto's con­
tinually hunt down the survivors to keep 
them off balance, and the Gs' grip on local 
commerce has nearly vanis hed. We 
watched a steady stream of produce-laden 
farm trucks driying north from Las Marias, 
each slowing to pass between the two col­
umns of soldiers moving along the secon­
dary road. 

Lieutenant Soto moved his headquarters 
platoon onto the road itself in order to stop 
and question the drivers coming from the 
area of the guerrilla sighting. 

"Yes, teniente, we have seen three stran­
gers with rifles near the village today ... 
No, teniente, I don't know where they are 
now. " At least it was better than Vietnam 
and Africa where the best you'd get in reply 
would be a blank, often hostile, stare. 

As the company neared Las Marias, Lt. 
Soto stopped southbound traffic and kept it 

Continued on page 82 

and level density, and indirect-fire sup­
port for these COIN patrols - can be 
solved if senior military trainers can be 
convinced that it takes guerrilla tactics to 
beat guerrilla forces. And that may 
prove to be too big an "if." 

Small-unit long-range patrols, multi­
ple small-team ambushes making max­
imum use of claymores, observation 
posts designed to monitor guerrilla 
movement and then call in and ad just air 
or artillery strikes are just a few of the 
operations that could be employed to 
good use in the Salvadoran bush war. 
The complex system of fire support 
coordination required to effectively use 
indirect-fire weapons in populated areas 
also needs to be developed for the pur­
pose of supporting small counterin­
surgency patrols in Salvador. Mortar 
section leaders in the Salvo battalions 
must be trained to fill the role of forward 
observer for higher echelon artillery sup­
port as well as act as mobile fire control­
lers for battalion organic weapons . 

Why not move along this tactical line? 
The Salvadorans are receptive and more 
than willing to learn this type of new 
concept, especially in the phase of guer­
rilla warfare now underway in El Salva­
dor. Without a doubt, U.S. military 
trainers would be happy to comply. 

Perhaps we'd better pass that question 
along to the policy-makers at the State 
Department and the Pentagon. 
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SOI~ SOUTHERN AFRICA 

FIRST SHOT 
COUNTS 
Tank Killers Take on Big Game 

Text & Photos by Al J. Venter 

58 SOLDIER Of FORTUNE 

ASoviet T-55 battle tank rumbles 
slowly through the southern 

Angolan countryside, its two mates in 
echelon close behind. The FAPLA 
tank commander peers nervously at 
every shadow, at every oddly shaped 
bush and rock. He knows the South 
Africans are nearby, and he's 
sweating not only from the blistering 
heat, but from fear as well. 

He calls a halt at the edge of a 
small clearing, straining to pierce the 
thick bush on the other side. Twisting 
in the cramped turret, he hears rather 
than sees his infantry support 
struggling to catch up, their gear 
loose, rifles and equipment catching 
and breaking scrub branches. The two 
other T-55s sit idling, oily diesel 
smoke staining the clear air. The 
FAPLA commander sighs and turns 
back to the front, ready to push on. 

Suddenly, three simultaneous 
flashes erupted from the tanks' flank. 
The T-55 commander didn't even 
have time to raise an eyelid before 
the South African Ratel's 90mm HEAT 
round slammed into the turret. He 
never knew that the other two T-55s 
under his command suffered the 
same fate. 

Before the Cuban infantry adviser 
could even react, the three Ratels had 
disappeared into the bush, leaving 
only the sound of their turbocharged 
diesels - and three burning T-55s -
in their wake. 

Conventional Western light armored 
fighting vehicles beating Soviet 
armor? The above incident never took 
place, but ones just like it have - all 
over the world. And the outcome is 
real enough. Infantry Fighting Vehicles 
(IFV) and Fire Support Vehicles (FSV) 
can, and do, kill Soviet heavy armor 
- even in the face of the time-worn 
axiom, " It takes a tank to kill a tank." 

Ask the Israelis or the South 
Africans, or the Rhodesians when 
they were still battling Soviet-supplied 
armor inside Mozambique. The catch, 
of course, lies in the level of crew 
training and tactical employment of 
the tank-killing weapons. In general, 
training of Western armored forces is 
far superior than that of their 
adversaries; if the reverse were true 
- watch out. 

The Israeli equivalent of a 
lieutenant colonel, Yoram Nevo, 
phrased it this way when I saw him 
last in Jerusalem: "Put a well-trained 
American crew into an APC or similar 
thin-skinned vehicle, and that group of 
soldiers would be no match against 
an equally well-trained European tank 

Eland 90 Light Armored Car, based on 
the French Panhard AML, sees heavy 
service in the operational areas 
although more emphasis is being 
placed on the IFV concept. 
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Russian T-34 tank after a short-lived 
encounter with SADF Ratel. 

crew. And that includes the Soviets." 
He cited the example of two Iraqi 

tank divisions that were wiped out in a 
single afternoon in the northern Israeli 
highlands during the Yorn Kippur War. 
"Things are a little different in the 
Third World, in places like the Arab 
world and Africa. It's there that the 
odds are weighted for the 
better-motivated, better-trained and 
better-equipped force ." Naturally, 
Neva counts the Israelis among the 
latter. 

Let's look at a few of the incidents. 
During the Yorn Kippur War, when 

Israeli troops and guns were initially 
heavily outmatched and Israel as a 
nation was caught by a sneak attack 
across two fronts (Egyptians from the 
south and Syrians from the north), 
there were some recorded Israeli 
successes of light armor forces versus 
tanks. Often, heavily outgunned, 
Israeli crews in thin-skinned vehicles 
managed to slip through successions 
of Arab "cordons of steel" - the 
Egyptian and Syrian description of 
their armored thrusts. 

Israeli troops, deployed in captured 
Russian BTR-152 armored personnel 
carriers or Israeli half-tracks, usually 
armed with nothing heavier than 
120mm Soltam mortars, managed on 
several occasions to blast their way 
out of positions previously regarded 
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Choppers, Dakota and armored fighting 
vehicles stand by to move during a 
long-range penetration into Angola. 

as hopeless. Usually they achieved 
this by laying down a terrible volume 
of fire . They slammed through 
supporting troops and forced armor 
units to pull back, if only temporarily. 

Sometimes, however, it didn't work 
out that way. Ammunition ran out and 
Israelis were then overrun or taken 
captive, but many times the ferocity of 
the Israeli counterthrust was enough 
to effect a breakthrough. 

The Israeli secret , according to Lt. 
Col. Neva and other senior military 
commanders, rests with the premise: 
If you've got the momentum, then you 
have the initiative. And, for the 
Israelis, the premise works. 

The South Africans do things a little 
differently although the concept is 
basically the same. In almost two 
decades of fighting inside and along 
the Angolan border, they have never 

deployed any of their Olifant 
(Elephant) Main Battle Tanks (MBT) 
into that combat zone. They haven't 
needed to. 

Of course, this doesn't detract from 
the fact that FAPLA, the Angolan 
army, does have and use large 
numbers of Soviet-supplied tanks. 
These include the antiquated T-34, 
which still sees good service in many 
theaters of Third World military 
activity, as well as a combination of 
T-54 and T-55 MBTs. The latter are 
usually armed with 1 OOmm D-10T 
rifled tank guns with a range of just 
less than 15,000 meters - a distance 

· of almost nine miles. 
These have been deployed by 

Angola's ComBloc advisers in large 
(but classified) numbers throughout 
the southern half of Angola, adjacent 
to South African positions in northern 
South West Africa/Namibia. And when 
Pretoria occasionally decides that the 
time has come to take out SWAPO 
(South West Africa People's 
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Organization) terrorists at their source, 
an occasional ill-matched 
confrontation begins between the 
South Africans and the Angolans. 

There have been at least a dozen 
well-documented instances of South 
African light armored vehicles, such 
as Eland armored cars and Ratel 
IFVs, exchanging body blows with 
Soviet armor in th is region. To date, 
the South Africans have knocked out 
or captured about 30 pieces of Soviet 
hardware. 

This tally includes Russian T-34 
medium tanks, T-54 and T-55 MBTs 
as well as the much lighter PT-76 
amphibious tank - now appearing 
inside Angola in unusually large 
numbers. 

The reason for this success? South 
African (and Israeli) strength when 
using light armor against heavily 
armored tracked vehicles lies 
essentially in the mobility of their 
lighter vehicles. 

Several Ratel and Eland 
commanders with whom I spoke 
during and after Operations Protea 
and Askari - both incursions into 
Angola - agreed that they lived to tell 
the tale of encountering a 
Soviet-supplied MBT simply because 
they were able to quickly reverse 
gears and scurry away to safety in 
double-quick time. These youthful 
commanders, most barely over 21 
years old, would then probe the tank's 
flanks in the hope of pushing a 90mm 
HEAT shell up their backsides. More 
than once their efforts were 
successful. 

One young lieutenant I stayed with 
north of Ongiva told me of his 
experiences during Operation Protea: 
"We weren't away from the main 
thrust of our force for more than a few 
hours one morning. Together with 
three other Ratels - ours had a 
90mm gun mounted on the turret -
we were probing defenses around a 
vi llage where reconnaissance units 
had told us there had been a fairly 
heavy concentration of the enemy." 

Without warning, the light armored 
force was hit by a ground attack. 

"An RPG rocket launcher was 
obviously meant to signal the 
onslaught, but fortunately the warhead 
glanced off the sloping turret. The 
blast was terrific and there was no 
doubt that we had hit trouble. 

" I ducked the Ratel behind the 
village toward a sl ight mound which 
appeared to be something of a 
garbage heap. Coming round the 
flank I almost ran into a T-54 tank, 
dug into a hull-down position with only 
the turret protruding. That crew was 
as surprised as we were, but we 
didn't hang around ." 

Taking up a position in some thick 
clumps of bush, he sent one of his 
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men into a tall tree to recon 
movement around the strongpoint. 
There was a definite risk that he could 
have been spotted, but the armored 
car officer needed the intel in order to 
formulate his plan. Moments later the 
man returned. The tank had emerged 
from its bunker. 

The lieutenant had to weigh his 
options carefully. His position was 
obscured by bush so he was safe -
at least for the moment. The T-54 
tank crew knew he was in the vicinity, 
but they weren't certain exactly where. 
Both crews knew that the first to get a 
shot off would win the battle. 

"So," the South African said, "we 
just sat tight. " 

"We knew, when the battle came, 
that we would have to fire through 
some fairly thick bush. We were also 
aware that we had the additional 
gamble that a thick branch could 
detonate our outgoing shell. But then 
they had the same problems," the 
lieutenant explained. 

It was the Angolan tank's ground 
support unit that first spotted the 
South African IFV as they 
maneuvered past - and that's when 
training paid off. All the infantrymen 
started jabbering in Portuguese and 
gesticulating simultaneously, each 
trying to tell the T-54 commander 
where the Ratel was hiding. 
Confusion reigned. 

The enemy tank stopped, started 
again, reversed, and finally turned its ' 
turret toward the clump concealing the 
Ratel. And then - wham! One shell 
from the South African 90mm gun 
ripped into the Angolan tank's lower 
turret area, and the short-lived 

BELOW: PT-76 tank taken intact during 
Operation Protea. These are beginning 
to see heavy service with MPLA and 
Cuban forces in Angola. 

ABOVE: Captured Soviet hardware 
burns following the South African 
invasion of Southern Angola. 
Thin-skinned SADF vehicles were used 
throughout this raid. 
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IFV-versus-tank battle was over. 
A second tank was also destroyed 

that morning, this time a T-34. Its lone 
occupant, deserted by the rest of the 
crew after the first fracas, tried 
desperately to load, aim and fire the 
85mm gun. It was a valiant attempt, 
and the FAPLA tanker even managed 
to fire one shot before a 90mm shell 
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SADF troopies inspect Soviet T-34 
captured intact during Operation Askari. 

blew him away. 
Clearly the South Africans enjoyed 

two advantages in this and other 
encounters against Soviet hardware in 
Angola, even though these are 
marginal when compared to the armor 

and armament which are an integral 
part of conventional Soviet tanks. 
Aside from the quality of training, the 
South Africans have mobility on their 
side, and their Ratels and Elands offer 
a lower vehicle profile - both 
essential facets in Third World 
warfare. 

At the same time, it's becoming 
more of an acceptable axiom that any 
moderately armed vehicle which gets 
the first accurate shot away will win 
the fight - especially in the thick 
African bush . Infantry support troops 
simply can't maneuver in massed 
formations and provide the protective 
screen for their armor that close-in, 
vision-obscured fighting demands. 
The armor crew, be it Ratel or T-55, 
who takes advantage of this 
bare-knuckles bush warfare and 
reacts first will live to shoot another 
day. 

More important than this, however, 
is the critical aspect of training and 
leadership - especially at the junior 
commander level. When separated 
from their Soviet, Cuban or East 
German mentors, Angolan FAPLA 
troops have shown a tendency toward 
poor shooting and retrograde 
operations. The South Africans - and 
the Israelis in their own sphere of ops 
- generally don't have this problem. 

At the same time, though, the South 
Africans haven't had it all their own 
way. During Operation Askari in 
January 1984 a South African Ratel 
troop carrier drove into a minefield, 
setting off a TM-57 land mine which 
crippled the vehicle. An Angolan T-54 
nearby had more than enough time to 
pump a shell into the vehicle, killing 
everyone onboard. 

Another Ratel was also knocked out 
a few years previously during 
Operation Smokeshell, when it took a 
salvo from a 14.5mm anti-aircraft gun. 
Similar rounds hitting any one of the 
Soviet MBTs would have glanced 
harmlessly off the shell. 

The South Africans are the first to 
admit that, so far, they have been 
fortunate. Most of their successful 
ventures in the tank versus light 
armored vehicle saga have been as a 
consequence of ambushes. 

Overall they have fared well, but 
Pretoria concedes that the Angolans 
have learned a few lessons about 
armored warfare. For this reason they 
wouldn 't like to use the likes of Ratels 
or Elands again - preferring the 
heavier Olifant MST - should they 
ever need to face Russian tanks once 
more. 

For the time being, the South 
Africans have updated the chapter on 
tank killing in the '80s. Theirs is the 
first soft-skinned force in modern 
warfare to haye challenged tanks -
and come out on top. ~ 
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UGANDA. The name conjures memo­
ries of the brutal and repressive dicta­

torship of ldi Amin and the finely honed , 
shock-action Israeli rescue at Entebbe in 
1976. Since then, Uganda has jumped to 
world prominence when Amin was ousted 
in the 1979 War of Liberation and more 
recently due to a series of coups and internal 
strife which boiled over in July 1985. 

What isn ' t widely known is that Uganda 
has been receiving military training assis­
tance from various countries almost con­
tinuously since its independence in 1962. 
Why? The answer is as complex as Third 
World diplomacy , but simple as the axiom: 
" If we don't do it, the other side will." 

Once a British Protectorate, Uganda is 
now one of 90-odd former British colonies 
which make up the Commonwealth of Na­
tions with the Queen as its titular head. It ' s a 
sort of mini-United Nations which, if noth­
ing else, gives a number of small countries 
the opportunity to voice concern about 
world affairs in a legitimate forum. This is 
not to say that the member countries all toe 
the British line. The opposite is more often 
true, as a large number of members are 
leftist-leaning republics whose views and 
policies are quite removed from that of their 
former masters. 

Each year, one member will play host to 

OUT OF AFRICA 
Ron Cavalier is a part-time journalist 

and adventurer who has traveled exten­
sively in central and east Africa. He 
hopes to return to Uganda, which he 
describes as a ' 'fascinating place,'' as 
soon as the current troubles are over. 

SOF's offer and its conditions still stand. 
Amin has repeatedly offered to return to 
Uganda - but not under these 
circumstances. 
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the Commonwealth Heads of Government 
Meeting, known as CHOGM. The origin of 
the Commonwealth Military Training Team 
(CMTI) goes back to the CHOGM confer­
ence held in Melbourne, Australia, in 1981. 
Uganda's president, Dr. Apollo Milton 
Obote, had previously requested a unilateral 
agreement with Britain for a training team to 
instill basic soldiering skills - especially 
discipline - into a ragtag militia that had 
emerged from the bush to evict Idi Amin 
and his supporters from the country in 1979. 
Britain, however, had avoided committing 
itself to this venture on a one-to-one basis. 
The matter was raised at the Melbourne 
conference and the idea of a composite 
training team, put forward by Australian 
Prime Minister Malcolm Fraser, was even­
tually adopted. Six Commonwealth coun­
tries agreed to provide troops for the team 
and a number of others agreed to provide 
monetary ass istance. The team was to be 
committed as soon as practicable for an 
initial period of six months. 

A small working committee was formed 
at the Commonwealth and Foreign Office in 
London and a plan formed to have the team 
deployed in Uganda by early 1982 . After 
some hasty arrangements had been made , 
the first team was ready for insertion. Team 
strength was never to exceed 40 personnel 
throughout its entire deployment. No team 
member was below the rank of sergeant and 
the commanding officer was a British colo­
nel, responsible to the Commonwealth and 
the Foreign Office. Approx imately 50 per­
cent of the team at any one time was made 
up of British Loan Service personnel who 
have the opportunity to volunteer for 
strange tasks such as this. Some of their 
original team members were from the SAS. 

Medical support was provided by the 
Canadians , consisting of a Regimental 
Medical Officer (RMO) with the rank of 
major, a warrant officer and a sergeant. The 
Australian team was originally a major, a 
warrant officer and two sergeants, with a 
captain being added later. It was a rare tum 
of events to find troops from these two 
countries serving in Africa. Altogether, sol­
diers from six nations made up the CMTI: 
Britain (20), Australia (5), Canada (3), 
Jamaica (3) , Sierra Leone (2) and Tanzania 
(2). Tanzania, while not a Commonwealth 
country, had a vested interest in training the 
Uganda National Liberation Army (UNLA) 
because both forces had been responsible 
for the liberation of Uganda in 1979. They 
provided a liaison officer and a sergeant­
instructor. 

The fi rst team arrived in Uganda by vari­
ous routes in March of 1982. Destination 
was to be the UNLA School of Infantry 
(SOI) at Jinja , 50 miles east of the capital at 
Kampala, where the first few days were 
spent gathering equipment and undergoing 
briefings. At this time, the process of dis­
arming the UNLA had not begun; Kampala 
at night was alive with the sound of gunfire. 
The political situation remained unpredict­
able and it was with some trepidation that 
team members wondered exactly what they 
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Uganda army master parachutist's wings 
(top) and parachutist's wings (bottom). Both 
are from the Amin period. 

Commonwealth Military Training Team 
shoulder patch as worn by CMTT 
members, 1982-83. A larger version of this 
emblem was displayed on the team's 
vehicles to aid recognition. Each man also 
wore a sky-blue beret, similar to that of the 
UN peacekeeping forces. 

had gotten themselves into. 
Jinja is Uganda's second-largest city, 

with an approx imate popu lation of 50,000. 
It is situated on Lake Victoria at the very 
start of the Nile River , where the Owen 
Falls Dam and hydroelectric plant now con­
trol the lake's output of water. In the past, 
Jinja was a picturesque and pleasant town, 
but now its once fine lakeshore mansions 
show signs of neglect , a sure reflection of 
the depressed economy. As arrangements 
for the team's accommodation in the bar­
racks in Jinja had not been completed, they 
found themselves temporarily quartered in 
Jinja's largest hotel, the Crested Crane. It 

too had seen better days and was quickly 
named ''cockroach city.'' Night life in Jinja 
was not much better than that in Kampala. 

The local barracks has an interesting his­
tory of its own. Existing buildings were con­
structed in the 1930s by Italians, and it was 
the home of 4 Battalion, King's African 
Rifles (KAR) until 1962. It was then occu­
pied by the Uganda Rifles , the Uganda army 
and the UNLA in succession . As mentioned 
before, several foreign training teams had 
also been installed there. Some British advis­
ers remained on after independence, fol­
lowed by the Israelis and then the Libyans . 
In 1982, Khadaffi Barracks was its official 
name, but it quickly became known as Jinja 
Barracks in the interests of diplomacy. 

Mounted at the entrance to the barracks is 
a German naval gun from the World War I 
gunboat Konigsberg, used by German 
General Paul von Lettow-Vorbeck in the 
East African campaign and captured by 
British colonial forces in 1917 . Just beyond 
the gun was the old guardroom in which Idi 
Amin gathered all those senior officers who 
he thought opposed him - and where he 
blew them all up. The floor of the destroyed 
building sti ll remains and a new guardroom 
was built opposite. It too was to gain infamy 
during Amin's time - and later - as a 
hellhole for those unfortunate enough to be 
incarcerated there . 

CMTI was allocated office space and 
student accommodation adjacent the School 
of Infantry within the camp. Accommoda­
tion for CMTT personnel was in four mar­
ried quarters on the ridge line above the 
camp. These buildings had formerly been 
used by KAR officers and their families and 
then by the successive training reams quar­
tered there . The existing officers' and 
sergeants' messes were retained by the 
UNLA. 

CMTI' s immediate problem was to de­
sign and implement training courses with a 
minimum of resources . Obtaining supplies, 
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ammunition, equipment, or even a straight 
answer from UNLA officers at SOI or 
General HQ at Republic House in Kampala 
was a major achievement. Several training 
sections , or wings, were set up within 
CMTT with varying responsibilities. The 
two largest of these were Officer Wing run 
by the British, and Warrant Officer/NCO 
Wing run by the Australians. Drill instruc­
tors from the Guards and Jamaica (Wooden­
tops) were allocated to these two wings for 
drill and ceremonial instruction. 

ABOVE: Uganda air force pilot's wings and 
anodized shoulder title. 

Officer Wing's main responsibility was to 
run junior staff courses for UNLA officers, 
some of whose only qualification for being 
officers was belonging to the right tribal 
group. Students on these courses were second 
lieutenants and lieutenants. In 1983 another 
course, the senior staff course, was added to 
cater to those of the rank of captain and above. 

ABOVE: Uganda army shoulder patch 
showing the brightly colored national bird, 
the crested crane. 
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NCO Wing trained the bulk of studt"1ts. It 
was responsible for basic weapon~ han­
dling, fieldcraft, infantry minor tactics up to 
platoon level, and drill and ceremonies. The 
best students from the first warrant officer 
course were selected to become instructors 
at SOI. Besides their instructional ability, 

· they also had to be able to speak good Eng­
lish as well as Swahili in order to communi­
cate with CMTT staff and other students . 
The Australians made a particular point of 
learning as much Swahili as possible during 
their tours; this went down very well with 
the locals, and the linguistic exchange was 
quite often mutual. UNLA weapons instruc­
tors were able to give lessons in both Eng­
lish and Swahili, peppered with colorful 
Aussie expletives. Courses in WO/NCO 
Wing were expanded in time to include 
additional instruction for corporals, regi­
mental police and physical training instruc­
tors , and each course eventually included 
some instruction in basic military law. 

The Canadian medics were included orig­
inally to proyide medical support to CMTT 
members only , but successive RM Os and 
their assistants worked daily in the garrison 
clinic providing whatever help they could to 
the local army and civilian community . 
They soon became very competent in the 
recognition and treatment of a variety of 
tropical diseases, the most common of 
which were various strains of venereal dis­
ease. Needless to say , their efforts were 
greatly appreciated and helped enhance the 
CMTT presence. 

The major UNLA supply depot was lo­
cated at Magamaga, about five miles east of 
Jinja. It was here that several British Royal 
Army Ordnance Corps (RAOC) personnel 
under command of a major ran basic stores 
accounting and transport superv isers' 
courses. When they first arrived in Maga­
maga, a large ammunition storage shed had 
its doors jammed shut with explosives piled 
from floor to ceiling . To make matters 
worse, the whole shed had been laced with 
detonators and booby traps. At great per­
sonal risk, the RAOC major - a demoli­
tions officer - spent many hours defusing, 
stacking and sorting the many types of 
ammunition found within . It was rumored 
that the departing Tanzanians had set the 
booby trap in 1979 and no one had dared to 
enter the shed until CMTT arrived . In the 
same area was a large weapons store con­
taining small anns from almost every coun­
try in the world and dating back to the tum 
of the century. It sounds like a gun collec­
tor's paradise, but many of the weapons 
were so badly maintained that they were 
beyond recovery. At the rear of t~e depot 
were the remains of the tank park and work­
shops commenced but never finished by the 
Israelis . The whole compound was littered 
with the wrecks of several generations of 
jeeps, trucks and mainly Soviet armored 
vehicles - another collector's paradise. 

At the end of 1982, a system was intro­
duced to award every individual student 
with a certificate for attendance at CMTT 
courses at either Jinja or Magamaga . These 
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TIMETABLE OF 
TERROR 

If there's one element in African poli­
tics guaranteed to perpetuate govern­
ment- instability , economic failure and 
human rights abuse, it's tribalism. 
Uganda is no exception. Changes in 
government come not from popular vote 
or established parliamentary procedure, 
but rather from loose tribal coalitions 
formed for expediency's sake - and 
from the barrel of a gun. 

OCTOBER 1962. Apollo Milton 
Obote as prime minister leads coalition 
Ugandan government to·full and peace­
ful independence from Great Britain . 

FEBRUARY 1966. Conflict within 
the government - centralists versus 
those favoring a loose federation of trib­
al groups - leads Obote to suspend the 
independence constitution and take over 
all government powers. 

APRIL 1966. Obote ramrods a new 
constitution through Parliament and be­
comes the executive president with 
wide-ranging powers. Continues to ex­
pand his power; numerous human rights 
violations continue against other tribal 
groups . 

JANUARY 1971. Armed forces 
commander Idi Amin Dada leads mili­
tary coup and ousts Obote. Dissolves 
parliament, declares himself president 
and assumes absolute power. Expels 
50,000 Asians in 1972 which preludes 
complete economic collapse and disin­
tegration of the social order. Massive 
violation of human rights, especially 
against Obote ' s and his supporters' 
Acholi and Langi tribes. International 
Commission of Jurists in 1978 estimate 
more than 100,000 Ugandans were mur­
dered, some figures state 300,000; 
thousands exiled. 

APRIL 1979. After abortive invasion 
of Tanzania by Amin troops and Libyan 
' ' advisers, " Tanzanian forces and 
Ugandan exiles capture Kampala. Amin 
flees with his supporters, ravages east­
ern and northern parts of Uganda. A 
series of new coalitions are formed; 
Yusuf Lule , Godfrey Binaisa, Paulo 
Muwanga are successive leaders during 
a 19-month period. 

DECEMBER 1980. Obote returned 
to power. His 4 1/2-year rule follows the 
Amin blueprint: corruption, economic 
disarray and social collapse- and geno­
cide . 

JULY 1985. Coup led by Brigadier 
Basilo Okello overthrows Obote; Obote 
flees to Kenya. Uganda armed forces 
Chief of Staff Lieutenant General Tito 
Okello sworn in as interim head of state. 

AUGUST - NOVEMBER 1985. 
Bitter fighting continues between 
Y oweri Museveni 's National Resistance 
Army (NRA - a rebel coalition of 
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Tanzanian war medal issued to all 
Tanzanian troops who took part in 
repulsing ldi Amin's attack during 1978, 
and the subsequent invasion and 
"liberation" of Uganda in 1979. 
Incidentally, the Tanzanian army 
"liberated" every piece of military 
equipment it could get its hands on. 

southern tribes long oppressed by Obote 
and Amin) and the government coalition 
of northern tribal and political groups . 
NRA forces continually gain ground. 
President Daniel arap Moi of Kenya 
attempts to mediate between the two 
groups. 

DECEMBER 1985. Nairobi peace 
accord signed. Museveni agrees to dis­
mantle NRA and become deputy chair­
man of the ruling military council, but 
never abides by accord (later says he was 
"forced to sign" by Moi and Tanzanian 
President Mwinyi). Museveni 's forces 
assault Kampala; Okello and his sup­
porters flee to Sudan - laying waste to 
the countryside as they go. From Saudi 
Arabia , Idi Amin says he is willing to 
return to Uganda and regain control. 

FEBRUARY 1986. Yoweri Museve­
ni sworn in as president of Uganda. His 
8,500-man NRA is disciplined and re­
stores order; instructions are given to 
shoot military personnel found looting 
or terrorizing the populace. 

During the reigns of Obote and Amin, 
an estimated half-million Ugandans 
were murdered and thousands more 
forced to flee the country. Uganda' s 
economy is in a shambles and fear 
permeates the country. 

The questibn now - as it always has 
- revolves around tribalism. Will Mu­
seveni' s coalition government, primari­
ly composed of southern ethnic groups, 
take revenge against the north for two 
decades of brutality? Time and prece­
dent are not on Uganda's side. 

- John Coleman 

certificates became highly prized in the 
UNLA and were a great incentive for the 
askaris (soldiers) to complete one of the 
eight-week courses. A large parade was 
held at the end of each series of instruction 
in Jinja and visiting dignitaries handed out 
prizes to top students on each course. This 
was always a good opportunity for the 
UNLA to show off its predilection for sharp 
drill accompanied by the North Korean­
trained brass band which was noted for its 
unique boogie style . 

CMTT must take some large amount of 
credit for bringing stability to Jinja and the 
surrounding area. Commerce in the town 
began to flourish again , Jinja markets were 
operating to capacity and various kinds of 
consumer goods began to reappear in main 
street shops. CMTT personnel, in their dis­
tinctive blue berets , were a familiar sight 
around the town or on the road to Kampala 
in their specially marked Land Rovers. A 
friendly smile and a wave were enough to 
get them through army or police road­
blocks. They were well-accepted in the 
areas in which they operated. In time , the 
team was able to live in Jinja in relati"'.e 
comfort: a ration run was made to Kenya 
every month for unobtainable supplies , 
newspapers from home arrived regularly 
and videotapes were available in small 
quantity from Kampala . Team members 
helped with refurbishing local tennis and 
squash courts and much later, games of 
rugby , soccer and cricket were organized 
against local teams. 

A six-month tour of duty with CMTT was 
no holiday although some treated it only as a 
means of picking up their Loan Service pay. 
Others showed their true colors by spending 
far too much time at golf and tennis , dashing 
off on safari , or just big-noting themselves 
with the diplomatic community in Kampa­
la . This caused a considerable amount of 
resentment, but of course, no criticism of 
the establishment was allowed. It appeared 
at times that "putting on a good show, 
chaps, " was of more importance than solv­
ing the training need problem for the 
UNLA. 

The real reason , of course , for the team's 
deployment was to train Ugandan soldiers . 
Most of those who served there would agree 
that what the askari lacked in organization 
or materiel, he made up for with a good deal 
of enthusiasm. UNLA soldie·rs love to sing 
and were often seen on the way to their 
training areas swinging along to a rhythmic 
chant. They were, however, generally terri­
ble rifle shots and nothing the weapons in­
structors did could help overcome their fear 
of firing a rifle in the recommended fashion. 
Their preferred method was to fire from the 
hip or straight into the air. At SOI, students 
were taught the fundamentals of weapons 
handling with the AKM assault rifle and the 
7.62mm H&K G3. Other weapons avail­
able included the 7 .62mm SLR and the UZI 
9mm submachine gun. CMTT personnel 
preferred to carry the UZI or AKM (an 

Continued on page 88 
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SOI~ UNIT REPORT 

INFANTRY 
DIVISION 

Agile, Mobile • • • Vulnerable 
by David Segal 

T HE United States Army has always rec­
ognized that some sort of battlefield 

superiority is desirable if it is to stand a 
reasonable chance of winning. Throughout 
our nation's history the Army has sought to 
defeat its enemies by confronting them with 
superiority in at least one, and preferably 
all , of the following areas: manpower, fire­
power and mobility . The Army's new Light 
Infantry Division (LID) marks a radical and 
foolish departure from this sound policy. 

The LID, as presently constituted and 
planned, can march into battle with the con­
fident expectation that it will be outnum­
bered , outgunned and outmaneuvered by 
almost any regular force it is likely to con­
front. The goop news is that, as they die, the 
LID's men will probably have met TRA­
DOC's (Army Training and Doctrine Com­
mand) requirement of being deployable in 
under 500 C-141 sorties. As currently 
planned , our LID wouldn't stand a chance 
against a regular Syrian or Iranian division , 
let alone a Soviet one. 

A close examination of the LID's organi­
zation, equipment and proposed mission 
will clearly reveal serious and specific vul­
nerabi lities, but before we do that , let's take 
a brief look at the Am1y's rationale for the 
light infantry system. 



The Army wants to increase the number 
of active component divisions to meet a 
wide spectrum of possible threats. The nor­
mal way to do this is to increase the number 
of soldiers on active duty and form them 
into new divisions. Unfortunately, this op­
tion just isn't open right now . 

Anyone who tried to reinstitute military 
conscription in the absence of a national 
emergency would be committing political 
suicide, so the easies t way of raising man­
power isn ' t avai lable. Meanwhile , econom­
ics and demographics both indicate a prob­
able decline in our volunteer troop strength. 
Our economy is relatively strong and fewer 
people are joining the Army for job security 
and economic opportunity, as was often the 
case in the past. 

Additionally , our pool of prime-age 
military manpower is declining. The Mini ­
Baby Boom is over and birth rates are ex­
pected to remain low, or even fall, well into 
the next two decades. For these and other 
reasons, the Army has decided to let its 
act ive component strength fall to 78 1 ,000 
and keep it at that level through the year 
2000, according to TRADOC's Major 
Genera l Carl McNair. 

Thus, with a fixed number of act ive duty 
soldiers to draw upon, the only way to form 

ABOVE: TOW-mounted HMMWV will be 
used in airborne, airmobile and light 
infantry units as a multipurpose vehicle. 
Photo: Dept. of the Army 

LEFT: HMMWV replaces jeeps, Gamma 
Goats and some other vehicles in the 1 v •. ton 
class. The Army is buying around 55,000 of 
these vehicles for $22,000 each. Photo: 
Dept. of the Army 

new active divisions is to reduce divisional 
manpower and increase the number of divi­
sions. The UD certainl y does that. Its 
planned strength of l 0,212 is dramatically 
lower than the 18,500 of the average U.S. 
mechanized division. On paper, it looks 
pretty good, and if little or nothing were lost 
in firepowerand mobility , the LID would be 
a stroke of pure genius . Unfortunately , as 
we' ll see later, the loss of firepower and 
mobility is even more drastic than the man­
power savings. TRADOC's approach to in­
creasing our combat format ions is rea lly just 
a case of semantic juggling and redefining 
"div ision" will not alter reality. 

The Army also claims to want the LID for 
its mission design and strategic mobility. 
TRADOC notes the obvious fact that our 
current divisions are designed to fight a 
major conventional war in Europe. They 
then note that most recent wars fal l into the ir 
" unconventional warfare" and " minor 
conve nti ona l warfare" categories. From 
these two facts they conclude that a smaller, 
less heavily equipped division is just the 
ticket for fighting brushfire wars with a 
sma ller investment of men and money. 

That reasoning may be partially correct. 
The LfD concept could work in a situation 
where the United States is forced to rush to 
the aid of some beleaguered Thi d World 
ally, but it won't work if we try to useLIDs 
to oust an established government , like the 
Ayatollah in lran or Ortega in Nicaragua. 
Such divisions simply don 't have the mus­
cle. But then that type of th inking merely 
masks the original purpose of the LID which 
was to inject it into the Persian Gulf area in 
case of a flare-up there . Unfortunately , the 
LID couldn't even hold its own against 
Khomeini's Revolutionary Guard let alone 
a determined Soviet onslaught. 

Of course , a smaller light division can get 
into action faster than its traditional counter-­
part. The LID is designed to be transport­
able entirely by the C- .14 I Star lifter in under 
500 sorties (478 , to be exact) . A regular 
infantry division' s heavy equipment has to 
be loaded on the big C-5 Galaxy which, 
un fortunate ly, can only use major airfields. 
In any case, TRADOC figures that a regular 
infantry division wou ld need 1,443 C-14 1-
equivalent sorties and could not deploy to 
the Persian Gulf area in less than 12.4 days. 
A LID, by contrast , could be fully deployed 
in the Persian Gulf within four clays. 

The reason such a rapid deployment is 
possible is that the LID is specifically de­
signed around the severely limited airlift 
capacity of Military Airlift Command ' s 
(MAC) 252 C-14\s. The question posed in 
designing the LID was: "What kind of divi­
sion-sized outfit can we come up with that 
can be airlifted to the Persian Gulf in 500 or 
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fewer C-141 sorties?" The need for a .pro­
crustean fit with MAC's limited airlift capa­
bility determined how big the LID would be 
and how it would be equipped . It would 
seem that the Army is going about things 
backwards . 

The proper design question should have 
been: " What kind of unit can we come up 
with that is hard-hitting, mobile and can win 
in a wide variety of situations, including a 
war in the Persian Gulf, without being tied 
to a large and complex supply base?' ' Once 
that all-important question was answered, 
we should have designed MAC's airlift 
capabilities to meet that unit 's requirements 
and get it to the Persian Gulf in four days or 
less. 

The absurdity of designing our combat 
units for MAC's convenience gives us a 
LID whose great strategic mobility is badly 
compromised by its tactical immobility and 
ridiculously inadequate firepower. Fire­
power will be dealt with at length later , but a 
quick note on tactical mobility is in order 
here. 

Of the LID's nine 543-man infantry battal­
ions, only two can be mobile at any given 
time. One can be airlifted by the unit's 36 
UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters . Once de­
ployed on the ground, however, it can move 
no faster than it can march. A second battalion 
is afforded mobility by the division's 306 1114-
ton High Mobility Multipurpose Wheeled 
Vehicles (HMMWV, pronounced " hum­
vee" ), better known as the "Hummer." 

Whlle the Hummer is an excellent vehicle 
with outstanding rough terrain capabilities, 
its lack of any real armor protection makes it 
vulnerable in combat. Still, it is a reliable 
vehicle if it isn' t being shot at, and it ' s a 
whole lot better than what the LID's other 
combat battalions get for transportation , 
namely their own feet. 

In an age where rapid communications, 
firepower and fast response time mean eve-
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ABOVE: Dragon weapon system: LID 
soldiers will have to rely on this bulky and 
relatively unreliable weapon for much of 
anti-tank capability. Photo: Dept. of the 
Army 

BELOW: AH-1 Cobras, which saw 
extensive combat in Vietnam, will provide 
the primary anti-tank air support for the 
LID. Photo: Dept. of the Army 

BOTTOM: LID soldiers rush from the 
doors of UH-60 Blackhawk helicopters 
during a training exercise. Photo: Dept. of 
the Army 

rything, seven of the LID's nine infantry 
battalions must walk into battle with inferior 
firepower and no significant fire support. 
When TRADOC boasts about the LID's 
" fast response time," they mean its fast 
strategic deployment ability, not its tactical 
mobility . 

The importance of superior tactical 
mobility and firepower has been demon­
strated time and again by the Israelis and by 
our own experience in Vietnam where the 
greatest successes were won by the most 
mobile units. Not that they. fought from 
vehicles and helicopters; far from it. But 
units like the I st Air Cavalry Division were 
able to get to the scene of the fighting fast 
and in force. They could also shift to meet a 
new threat and be rapidly supplied , rein­
forced or, if need be, evacuated. 

Not so the LID, which has less firepower 
(relat ive to its probable opponents) and 
scarcely more mobility than the Chinese had 
in Korea. Indeed, the main problem the 
Chinese had in Korea was the inability of 
their "straight-leg" infantry to exploit its 
own successes or shift to meet new threats 
and situations. 

That was in 195 1. Today, the LID' s 
chances of engaging an enemy under favor­
able conditions by marching into battle are 
as slim as those of Iran's Revolutionary 
Guards against the mobile Iraqis. As to the 
LID's chances of getting out of a losing 
battle with mobile enemy forces, suffice it 
to say that, with its three brigades , the LID 
should be regarded as the Light Brigade 
cubed. 

In fact, when it comes to shock and fire­
power, the Light Brigade's horses and sa-
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Under a camouflage net, an Ml02 lOSmm 
howitzer prepares to fire. This field piece 
will provide the LID's only "long-range" 
artillery support. Photo: Dept. of the Army 

bers probably stood a better chance against 
the Russian guns than the LID would stand 
against motorized - let alone armored -
lranians, Libyans , Syrians or Nicaraguans. 
A look at the LID's table of organization 
and equipment (TO&E) shows that fact at a 
glance. 

The LlD's entire combat firepower con­
sists of 3 ,465 M 16 rifles (in the nine infan­
try battalions), 522 M203 40mm grenade 
launchers , 522 M249 5 .56mm Squad Auto­
matic Weapons (SAW), 162 7.62mm M60 
light machine guns, 36 ground-mounted 
TOW anti-tank miss ile launche rs, 36 
I 07mm mortars, 72 Dragon indi vidual anti­
tank weapons, 54105mmM102 howitzers , 
18 Vulcan air-defense guns, 40 Stinger indi­
vidual SAM launchers and 29 AH- I Cobra 
attack helicopters . 

There are a lso 31 OH-58 Kiowa scout 
helicopters and 36 UH-60 Blackhawk heli­
copter transports, but the LID's only ground 
vehicles are 306 Hummers (normally 34 per 
combat battal ion and the rest scattered 
throughout the division) and 135 motorcy­
cles. There is not a single tank , APC or 
armored tracked vehicle of any kind in the 
entire division . 

The complete absence of tracked vehicles 
is deliberate. Tracked vehicles are prone to 
mechanical breakdowns and require a lot of 
spare parts and maintenance. Since the LID 
isn't supposed to be tied down to a complex 
supply base, the tracked vehicles had to go. 
While the LID's reliance on wheeled vehi­
cles makes good logistic sense, it unfortu­
nately means zero Armored Fighting Vehi­
cles (AFYs), s ince all the Army's armor is 
tracked. 

As if this weren' t bad enough , the LID's 
only long-range artillery support consists of 
54 Ml02 l05mm towed howitzers whose 
11.6-kilometer range is markedly less than 
the l 5. 3-kilometer range of the Soviet D-30 
l 22mm howitzer that is standard equipment 
for most of the LID's probable opponents. 
In fact, the opposition is likely to have even 
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heavier guns, but - assuming the LID's 
out ranged and unprotected M I 02s some­
how survive the enemy's counterbattery fire 
- they still won' t stop enemy tanks as well 
as a 155mm gun fi ring "Copperhead" 
rounds could. 

What the LID does have to stop tanks are 
72 man-portable Dragon anti-tank missile 
launche rs, 36 grou nd-m ounted TOW 
launchers and , if it wants to carry useless 
equipment , the M72 LAW. This is definite­
ly not good news . 

The LAW (Light Anti-tank Weapon) is a 
5-pound , individually carried, disposable 
anti-tank munition with an effective range 
of about I 50 meters against a moving target. 
It actually is rather good for taking out 
enemy bunkers and thin-skinned vehicles, 
but it is totally useless against tanks. 

The Dragon isn ' t much better. Its I ,000-
meter maximum range makes it the world 's 
only medium-range anti-tank missile that 
has to be fired well within the deadly arc of 
the 12 . 7mm machine gun mounted on near­
ly all Soviet tanks. This is one reason for­
e ign armies prefer to buy (or copy) the 
longer-ranged (2 ,000 meters) Franco­
German MILAN instead. Another reason is 
that the Dragon has serious problems with 
its rocket thrusters and is only about 60 
percent reliable. Even when it does work, it 
won't penetrate a modem tank's frontal 
armor. For these and other reasons, Dragon 
is now out of production. 

Fortunately, TOW works quite well. Its 
3,750-meter range is about all you can de­
sire from a direct-line-of-sight weapon, and 
it will take out most tanks with one good hit. 
Unfortunately, the ground-mounted TOW 
launcher weighs 205 pounds, while the mis­
sile weighs another 62 pounds. Once the 
shooting commences, this baby isn' t going 
anywhere in a hurry , a regrettable circum­
stance once the unprotected launcher and its 
four-man crew have been spotted . 

The TOW's command-line-of-sight gui­
dance system is also regrettable. Having to 
keep your sights on the target until the mis­
sile hits is no fun at all when you are under 

The LID will run around in the field with 
18 Vulcan air defense chain guns; not much 
defense against a host of Middle East-based 
MiGs. Photo: Dept. of the Army 

fire. It also slows down your rate of fire, a 
major disadvantage when the whole divi­
sion only has 36 TOW launchers to begin 
with. The only way the LID can hope to stop 
a real armored attack is through divine in­
tervention, probably a more reliable con­
tingency than trusting the division's 29 AH­
i Cobra attack helicopters to knock enemy 
tanks out. 

The Cobra, which saw extensive service 
in Yietnam, proved to be an excellent 
weapon against enemy personnel and vehi­
cles. Armed with a TOW, a Cobra can 
theoretically kill a tank, but this is difficult 
in practice. Any Cobra pilot who can avoid 
crashing or being shot down while he keeps 
a tank in his sights until missile impact 
certainly deserves the joy of the experience. 

The Cobra is a sitting duck if the enemy 
has any air cover at all, an all -too-likely 
contingency when it's your LID that's in­
truding on his turf. The LID's anti-aircraft 
battal ion is nice to have around, but 40 
Stingers and 18 Vulcans do not an air de­
fense system make. Remember, the Vulcan 
is the gun that the late and unlamented 
Sergeant York was supposed to replace. 

Fortunately, all is not lost. The LID could 
become a significantly better fighting uni t if 
it were made more mobile and had its worst 
equipment replaced by current, off-the­
shelf systems , many of which are already in 
use by our friends and allies. 

Here ' s one recommendation that might 
straighten things out. Unfortunately , U .S 
defense contractors - and the congressmen 
from those districts - will not be happy 
with the suggestions. Replace the LAW 
with the Swedish AT4 or the French API­
LAS. Replace Dragon with the Franco­
German MILAN. Replace the M 102 with 
Britain's L-118 105mm light gun . Substi­
tute the battle-tested British Rapier air de­
fense system for Stinger and the new SINC­
GARS radios or the Israeli YHF-88 for the 
Army's outmoded AN/VRC-12s. As for 
Vulcan , it should be replaced by a com­
pletely new air defense gun or by a copy of 
the Sov iet ZSU-23-4 mounted on the 
Marine Corps ' Light Armored Vehicle 
(LAY) . 

The Hummer should be retained for sup-

Continued on page 105 

SOLDIER 01' FORTUNE 69 



SOI~ USSR 

SOVIET 
UP 

Red Army Purge of the '80s 
by David Segal 
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CONTAINING the Soviet military co­
lossus has been the foremost task of 

NATO planners since 1949. Yet while we 
argue about which weapon systems, what 
military formations and which tactical doc­
trines are best suited to couriter possible 
Soviet military moves , the Soviet armed 
forces are undergoing their most dramatic 
reorganization since Stalin 's Red Army 
purge of 1937-38. 

That purge (which "removed" - usual­
ly by execution - three of the Soviet Un­
ion 's five marshals , 13 out of 15 army com­
manders, 57 out of 85 corps commanders , 
110 out of 195 divisional commanders and 
220 out of 406 brigade commanders) en­
sured slavish subservience to Stalin but 
seriously weakened the Red Army. 

The current Soviet military reorganiza-
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S. F. Akhromeyev - Chief of the General 
Staff of the USSR Armed Forces. Photo: 
Novosti Press Agency 

tion , begun by Andropov and followed 
through by Gorbachev , is nearly as wide­
spread as the 1937-38 purge , but much more 
gradual and far less bloody. Above all , its 
aim is entirely different. 

Stalin's aim was absolute political con­
trol , even if it meant destroying the Red 
Army ' s military capabilities . By contrast , 
Gorbachev 's main aim is to enhance the 
Soviet armed forces ' fighting power and 
flexibility, even if it means giving up some 
Communist Party direction. 

The current military reorganization ' s 
political agenda is strictly secondary to the 
military one. Gorbachev can , of course , be 
expected to favor his own proteges for 
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promotion, but this is not the reason for the 
shakeup. If there is any political purpose , it 
is to get the armed forces , which became a 
major political force under the last three 
defense ministers (marshals Malinovsky , 
Grechko and Ustinov) , out of politics - not 
the other way around . Indeed , the reduced 
importance of the new defense minister , 
Marshal of the Soviet Union Sergei Leoni­
dovich Sokolov , tends to confirm this 
hypothesis . 

According to recent reports and informa­
tion from Soviet analysts, the Soviet de­
fense minister is now merely one of I 0 equal 
members of the Stavka (headquarters) of the 
Soviet VGK (Supreme High Command). 
He now presides , rather than directs. If an·y 
one person now directs the Stavka , it is its 
eleventh member, Communist Party leader 
Mikhail Gorbachev. 

Additionally , much greater emphasis is 
being put on the Soviet Union's four TYDs, 
or Theaters of Military Operations (West­
ern , Southwestern , Southern , and Far East­
ern) . The four TYO commanders have re­
portedly been given greater independence in 
organizing their commands and planning 
and conducting operations , and, in time of 
war, their TYDs are expected to operate 
independently of each other and of the 
Soviet High Command for prolonged 
periods. 

The identity of the commander of the 
Western TYO, directly confronting NATO , 
is uncertain as of this writing. The odds are 
good , however, that this crucial command 
has gone to General of the Army Mikhail 
Zaitsev who left his post as C-in-C of the 
400,000-strong Group of Soviet Forces in 
Germany (GSFG) on 13 July 1985 , the 
same month Marshal of the ·Soviet Union 
(MSU) Nikolai V. Ogarkov left his post as 
Western TYO commander to become com­
mander in chief of the Warsaw Pact forces. 
Zaitsev is viewed as one of the most capable 
Soviet officers. 

Meanwhile , a Colonel General Arkhipov 
reportedly replaced General of the Army 
Yuri P. Maksimov as Southern TYO com­
mander when the latter became C-in-C 
Strategic Rocket Forces , also in July 1985. 
Very little has been publicly reported about 
Arkhipov as of this writing , but , assuming 
he is in fact the Southern TYO commander, 
he would play a major role in conducting 
Russia ' s expanding war in Afghanistan. 

Only two of the four TYO commanders 
were left untouched in 1985. They are 
Generals of the Army I.A. Gerasimov 
(Southwestern TYO) and I.M. Tret ' yak 
(Far Eastern TYO). The changes have been 
even greater on the higher command levels. 

Eleven people compose the Stavka of the 
VGK. They are the General Secretary of the 
Communist Party , the Minister of Defense , 
the Chief of the Main Political Directorate, 
the Chief of the General Staff, the C-in-C 
Warsaw Pact Forces , the First Deputy 
Minister of Defense for the Far East and 
Local Wars, and the five service command­
ers (ground forces, strategic rocket forces, 
air defense forces , air forces and naval 

Mikhail Sergeyevich Gorbachev - General 
Secretary of the Central Committee of the 
Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 
Photo: Novosti Press Agency 

forces). The Chief of the General Staff and 
the C-in-C Warsaw Pact Forces both hold 
the rank of First Deputy Minister of De­
fense, while the five service heads are all 
deputy ministers of defense. Of the 11 Stav­
ka members at the beginning of 1984, only 
four remain , and only one holds the same 
position he did a mere two years ago. Even 
though three Stavka members died natural­
ly , that still constitutes a major shakeup in a 
two-year period. 

Given the recent shakeup, a closer look at 
Gorbachev ' s new high command and its 
members is in order. The information that 
follows is largely compiled from public re­
ports (both Western and Soviet) , but also 
from interviews with persons knowledge­
able about the Soviet armed forces . 

The Commander In Chief of the 
Armed Forces 

Ever since Lenin seized power from Rus­
sia ' s democratic provisional government in 
a 7 November 1917 military putsch , the 
head of the Communist Party has effectively 
been the commander in chief of the Soviet 
armed forces. Today, that man is Mikhail S. 
Gorbachev who has been General Secretary 
of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union 
(CPSU) and chairman of both Stavka VGK 
and the CPSU Defense Council since the 
death of his predecessor, Konstantin U . 
Chernenko , in March 1985. 

Born on 2 March 1931 the 55-year-old 
Gorbachev is the youngest Soviet leader 
since Stalin . He is thought to be a protege of 
the late Yuri Y. Andropov, the former KGB 
chief who led the Soviet Union following 
the death of Leonid I. Brezhnev on 10 
November 1982. 

During his brief, 14-month reign , Andro­
pov tried to modernize and streamline Rus­
sia ' s top-heavy bureaucracy , ousting many 
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long-time Brezhnev associates who strong­
ly opposed his plans for reforms in the econ­
omy and the armed forces. These reforms 
were scarcely underway at the time of 
Andropov ' s death on 9 February 1984. He 
was succeeded by Konstantin U. Cher­
nenko , an old Brezhnev crony who man­
aged to slow or stop those reforms until 
shortly before his own death on 10 March 
1985. 

Gorbachev , who was widely viewed as 
Andropov ' s chosen successor, has been 
consolidating his own power base since 
1982. After taking power last March, he 
promptly purged his leading opponents and 
resumed Andropov's modernization and 
streamlining program. An experienced 
technocrat who is acutely aware of the 
Soviet Union 's economic and technological 
inferiority , Gorbachev has been playing 
hardball in setting the military direction of 
the nation he commands. 

Any doubts about Gorbachev's control of 
the armed forces should be dispelled by last 
year's shakeup that remolded the Soviet 
military to suit the new Party leader. Since 
he took power , Gorbachev has already re­
placed the C-in-C Warsaw Pact Forces, the 
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One of the casualties: Vladimir Fyodorovich 
Tolubko was fired from his post as Chief 
Marshal of Artillery. Photo: Novosti Press 
Agency 

Chief of the Armed Forces main political 
directorate , two service chiefs (Strategic 
Rocket Forces and Naval Forces), two TYO 
commanders (Western and Southern) , the 
commander of the Group of Soviet Forces in 
Germany , and several military district 
(MD) commanders. Marshal of the Soviet 
Union (MSU) Sergei F. Akhromeyev, who 
has been Chief of the Armed Forces General 
Staff since September I 984, was already a 
Gorbachev man. 
Chief of the Main Political Directorate 

After Gorbachev himself, the CPSU's 
direct representative on the Stavka YGK is 
the Chief of the Armed Forces main politi­
cal directorate , who is supposed to ensure 
the " correct" political education, motiva­
tion and loyalty of the armed forces . In the 
23 years from May 1962 to July 1985 , that 
post was held by 77-year-old General of the 
Army Aleksei A. Yepishev. 

Born 19 May 1908 , Yepishev started out 
as a political commissar in WWII. He was a 

Deputy Minister of State Security in the 
MGB , theKGB'sprecursor, from 1951-53 . 
Before and after that (1946-51, 1953-55), 
he took an active role in the "pacification" 
of anti-communist guerrillas in the Ukraine. 
He then served as Soviet Ambassador in 
Romania and Yugoslavia. 

His own record clearly shows that 
Yepishev was a Communist Party political 
thug, rather than a military man. Unfortu­
nately for him, he was Brezhnev's political 
thug at a time when Gorbachev wanted his 
own agent on the Stavka YGK. 

Colonel General Aleksei D. Lizichev re­
placed Yepishev during Gorbachev's July 
1985 military shakeup , but little is known 
about him. Before assuming his new post, 
Lizichev was the head of the political 
directorate of the 400,000-man group of 
Soviet forces in Germany. He is reportedly 
in his late 50s and presumably has some 
kind of KGB and propaganda background. 

Until last summer, Russia ' s war in 
Afghanistan was virtually ignored in the 
Soviet media. Suddenly , Soviet soldiers 
killed in Afghanistan have become popular 
heroes and propaganda glorifying the war is 
widespread. The results - better morale in 
the Soviet army and a more pro-war attitude 
among civilians - exceeded expectations. 
It may not be a coincidence that this has all 
happened since Lizichev's appointment. 

The Minister of Defense 
Until recently, the Soviet Minister of De­

fense was second only to the head of the 
Communist Party in real power over the 
military, but recent changes have made the 
new Defense Minister, MSU Sergei L. 
Sokolov, just one of the I 0 equals on the 
Stavka YGK. 

It was rumored that Gorbachev's archri­
val, Romanov , would become Defense 
Minister following the death of MSU Dmitri 
Ustinov in December 1985. Instead, the 
post went to Sokolov, a close Ustinov 
associate. Gorbachev retained Sokolov af­
ter the July 1985 shakeup despite the latter ' s 
reportedly close ties to the now-disgraced 
Romanov, but his power was reportedly 
curtailed . This is probably more of a reflec­
tion on his predecessor , Ustinov , than it is 
on Sokolov. 

Ustinov reportedly was a major power 
broker in the selections of Andropov and 
Chernenko. The latter selection kept Andro­
pov 's chosen successor, Gorbachev , from 
power for 13 months until Chernenko oblig­
ingly died. Since that time, Gorbachev has 
weakened the Defense Minister's control of 
the armed forces in order to diminish his 
political significance . 

Given Sokolov's close association with 
Ustinov and ties to Romanov , it ' s amazing 
Gorbachev has kept him. Sokolov's reten­
tion can only reflect well on his professional 
qualifications as an expert in armor and 
Third World affairs. 

Born on I July 1911, the 74-year-old 
Sokolov joined the Red Army in 1932. His 
first combat experience was under the 
legendary Marshal G.K. Blukher (later 
arrested and shot on Stalin's orders) at the 
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battle of Lake Kashan in 1938 during the 
Nomanhan Incident with Japan. During 
WWII , he served with armored units on the 
Western and Karelian fronts . In 1960 , 
Sokolov became chief of staff of the Mos­
cow military district, leaving that post in 
1964 to become First Deputy Commander 
and , in 1965, commander of the Leningrad 
military distric t. From that post , Sokolov 
made the colossal jump to First Deputy 
Minister of Defense with unspecified duties 
in 1967 . 

That his actual duties concerned Far East­
ern affairs and local wars soon became ev i­
dent from his activities. Those activities 
consisted of receiving military delegations 
from Far Eastern and Third World countries 
and going abroad for lengthy "special dis­
cussions. '' Between 1967 and December 
1984, Sokolov is known to have visited 
Syria, Czechoslovakia , Romania , Bulgaria , 
North Korea, India , Egypt, Burma, North 
Vietnam , Peru, Mali , Cuba , Yemen , Soma­
li a , Mozambique , Angola , Jordan and 
Ethiopia, many of them several times. His 
chief concerns appear to have been prop­
ping up pro-Soviet Third World govern­
ments , aiding anti-Western guerrilla move­
ments and finding ways to counter China's 
growing military power. 

Sokolov is also widely believed to have 
masterminded the December 1979 Soviet 
invasion of Afghanistan, and, if he is re­
tained as defense minister , we can expect to 
see an increased Soviet emphasis on Far 
Eastern affairs and local wars. Last Au­
gust ' s Operation Kavkaz '85 , viewed by 
informed sources as a dress rehearsal for a 
possible Soviet invasion of Iran , may be a 
portent of things to come. 

The Chief of the General Staff 
The most important purely military posi­

tion in the Soviet armed forces is that of 
Chief of the General Staff, currently held by 

S.L. Sokolov - promoted to Minister of 
Defense in December 1984. Photo: Novosti 
Press Agency 
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Considered the father of the modern Soviet 
navy, Fleet Admiral of the Soviet Union 
S.G. Gorshkov was dismissed in December 
1985. Photo: Novosti Press Agency 

62-year-old MSU Sergi F. Akhromeyev. 
He is the most important of the three First 
Deputy Ministers of Defense (the other two 
are the C-in-C Warsaw Pact Forces and the 
First Deputy Minister of Defense for Gener­
al Affairs for the Far East and Local Wars) , 
and all five service chiefs are immediately 
subordinate to him . He also has direct com­
mand authority over the Soviet Strategic 
Reserve , which reportedly includes the 
Moscow military district, the Volga mili­
tary district (HQ Kubishev) and the Ural 
military district (HQ Sverdlovsk). 

Born on 5 May 1923, Akhromeyev was 
enrolled as a cadet in Leningrad 's Frunze 
Higher Naval School in 1940. The school 
was evacuated to Astrakhan after the 1941 
German invasion. After graduating in 1942, 
Akhromeyev served as an infantry officer 
from Stalingrad to the final battle of Berlin . 
He first joined the armed forces General 
Staff in 1974 , having served as Chief of 
Staff of the Far Eastern military di strict 
since 1972. In May of 1979, he became 
Chief of the General Staff's main director­
ate for operations and . thus , the top assistant 
to Chief of the General Staff. ' 1SU Nikolai 
V. Ogarkov. 

An Andropov protege , Akhromeyev was 
promoted to Marshal of the Soviet Union on 
25 March 1983 while he was still Ogarkov's 
deputy, an unprecedented rank for someone 
in his posit ion. Whatever plans Andropov 
may have had for Akhromeyev were cut 

short by the farmer's death , but when Ogar­
kov was suddenly fired as Chief of the 
General Staff on 7 September 1984 and 
assigned to "other duties ," Akhromeyev 
replaced him. 

The Commander In Chief 
Warsaw Pact Forces 

The precise duties of the C-in-C Warsaw 
Pact Forces are something of a mystery. He 
obviously supervises the military readiness 
of the Soviet Union's Eastern European 
allies and Soviet Warsaw Pact units , but he 
doesn ' t appear to have any direct command 
authority. As a First Deputy Minister of 
Defense , the C-in-C Warsaw Pact Forces is 
directly subordinate to the Minister of De­
fense , rather than the Chief of the General 
Staff. 

In the big July 1985 shakeup , MSU Niko­
lai V. Ogarkov replaced MSU Viktor G. 
Kulikov as C-in-C Warsaw Pact Forces . 
Whatever the reason, it wasn' t age . Kulikov 
was 64 and Ogarkov was 68. Kulikov is 
rumored to be slated to head a Moscow area 
military academy. He seems to be playing 
musical chairs with Ogarkov , whom he also 
preced<>d as Chief of the General Staff. 

Born 30 October 1917 , Ogarkov is gener­
ally regarded as the Soviet Union's top mili­
tary strategist. His colorful tenure as Ch ief 
of the General Staff began on 6 January 
1977 and ended abruptly with his assign­
ment to " other duties" on 7 September 
1984 . At the ti me , this was viewed as a 
di sgraceful demotion , but those "other 
duties'' turned out to be the command of the 
all-important Western TYO, a fact that was 
not publicly revealed until he assumed his 
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current post in last July's reorganization. 
Ogarkov's current assignment is prob­

ably more an admission of his indispensa­
bility than anything else. In the unlikely 
event that a major Warsaw Pact reorganiza­
tion is planned, however, Ogarkov is cer­
tainly the man to do it. 
The First Deputy Minister of Defense 
for General Affairs of the Far East 

and Local Wars 
The Soviet Union 's three First Deputy 

Ministers of Defense come directly under 
the defense minister and have broad powers 
and responsibilities. The general job de­
scriptions of two of them, the Chief of the 
Genera] Staff and the C-in-C Warsaw Pact 
Forces, are well-known, but for many years 
Western analysts didn't have the foggiest 
notion of what the third one actually did . If 
the charts and text appearing in the U.S. 
Department of Defense's officially released 
" Soviet Military Power" are any indica­
tion , the U.S. government is either still 
ignorant of the third man' s duties, or it is 
unwilling to tell the public what they are . 

The genera] nature of the third man ' s 
work is summed up by what is reported to be 
his full official title: First Deputy Minister 
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Vasily Ivanovich Petrov - First Deputy 
Minister of Defense for General Affairs for 
the Far East and Local Wars. Photo: 
Novosti Press Agency 

of Defense for General Affairs for the Far 
East and Local Wars (FDMDGAFELW). 
The extensive travels of MSU Sokolov, 
who held this post until December 1984, 
have already been mentioned . His former 
command's real activities appear to be as 
follows: 

• Countering China's expanding military 
capabilities and fomenting tensions be­
tween China and her potential military ene­
mies , such as India , Burma, North Korea 
and Vietnam. 

•Propping up pro-Soviet Third World 
regimes , such as Angola , Mozambique , 
Ethiopia, Libya and Nicaragua against in­
ternal opposition and popular resistance 
movements. 

• Helping such regimes organize and ex­
ecute military operations designed to bring 
their neighbors under Soviet domination . 

Last , but definitely not least, there are 
some indications that the Soviet Ministry of 
Defense, and not just Soviet intelligence , is 
directly involved in training , organizing and 

equipping (but not directing) various terror­
ist organizations that operate against the 
United States , Western Europe, Israel , Tur­
key and Japan . These include Spain 's 
Basque separatists, the Franco-Belgian 
" Direct Action ," the IRA, Germany's Red 
Army Faction, Italy 's Red Brigades, the 
PLO, Turkey ' s Armenian separatists (nota­
bly ASALA), and the Japanese Red Army. 

Fomenting terrorism and "local wars" is 
certainly consistent with Leninist doctrine, 
which views such activities as an obvious 
extension of a fundamental struggle be­
tween two incompatible economic systems: 
socialism and capitalism. The Leninist ax­
iom that socialism and capitalism cannot 
coexist leads to the inevitable corollary that 
the socialist countries must destroy the capi­
talist system by any expedient means. In 
Leninist terms , peaceful coexistence means 
carrying on the class struggle by all means 
short of formal , declared war. 

From the Marxist-Leninist point of view, 
the Soviet Union has been at war with the 
United States and all other countries that do 
not embrace "scientific socialism" since 
the Bolsheviks seized power in 1917 . Tac­
tics may change , but the objective always 
remains the establishment of world com­
munism by any expedient means . If the 
West doesn ' t realize it is at war yet, so much 
the better. It is enough that the CPSU knows 
it is conducting a life-or-death struggle with 
all of the social systems. 

The FDMDGAFEL W appears to be the 
CPSU 's executive military agent in this 
struggle . His is the only branch of the Soviet 
armed forces , excepting the Southern TVD 
in Afghanistan , that is actively involved in 
current shooting wars . His importance can 
be seen by looking at the last two people to 
play the role of FDMDGAFEL W. 

MSU Sergei Sokolov's background has 
already been cited , but his selection as De­
fense Minister after Ustinov' s death might 
well be due to the importance the Soviets 
attach to his achievements as FDMD­
GAFEL W. A further indication of the 
post ' s importance is that Sokolov was suc­
ceeded by no Jess a figure than the Com­
mander in Chief of the Ground Forces , 69-
year-old MSU Vasili I. Petrov. 

Born on 15 January 1917, Petrov joined 
the Red Army in 1939. He began World 
War II as a cavalry platoon leader and 
finished as the chief of operations of a rifle 
division . Interestingly , Petrov 's 1978-80 
stint as C-in-C of the Far Eastern TVD 
should provide useful experience for his 
current job. From 1980 to January of 1985, 
Petrov was the C-in-C of the largest of the 
Soviet Union ' s five services , the 
1,825 ,000-strong Ground Forces . 

The Commander In Chief 
Strategic Rocket Forces 

The remaining members of the Stavka 
VGK are the commanders in chief of the 
five Soviet armed services, all of whom 
hold the rank of Deputy Minister of De­
fense . The most important of these services , 
the 385 ,000-strong Strategic Rocket 
Forces, was established as an independent 
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force by Khrushchev on 12 December 1959. 
This force controls all land- and sea-based 
strategic thermonuclear missiles and, pre­
sumably, targets those missiles and plans 
possible nuclear strikes. 

From April 1972 until last July, this key 
service was commanded by Chief Marshal 
of Artillery Vladimir F. Tolubko. A Ukrai­
nian, the 7 1-year-old Tolubko was the only 
non-Russian on the Stavka. His replace­
ment, 61-year-old General of the Army 
Yuri P. Maksimov, had been C-in-C of the 
Southern TVD, which encompasses the 
North Caucasian MD (HQ Rostov), the 
Transcaucasian MD (HQ Tiblisi) and the 
Turkestan MD (HQ Tashkent) . As such, 
Maksimov played a large role in conducting 
Russia 's war in Afghanistan . 

The Commander In Chief 
Ground Forces 

The new Commander in Chief of the 
Soviet Union 's massive Ground Forces 
(over 1,825 ,000 soldiers) is 68-year-old 
General of the Army Yevgeny F. Ivanov­
sky, who succeeded MSU Vasili I. Petrov 
when the latter took over as FDMD­
GAFELW. Relatively little information 
about Ivanovsky has been published as of 
this writing. 

Born on 7 March 1918, Ivanovsky was 
C-in-C of the Moscow MD from 1968-72. 
He then shows up as the commander of the 
400 ,000-strong Group of Soviet Forces in 
Germany (GSFG - HQ Wuensdorf, GDR) 
before leaving that post in 1980 to take 
command of the Byelorussian MD (HQ 
Minsk). His long stint as GSFG commander 
could indicate uncommonly high organiza­
tional and planning abilities . 

The Commander In Chief 
Air Defense Forces 

The C-in-C Air Defense Forces, Chief 
Marshal of Aviation Aleksander I. Koldu­
nov , is distinguished by being the only 
member of Stavka VGK who has held his 
present position for more than two years. In 

N.V. Ogarkov - named C-in-C Warsaw 
Pact Forces in July 1985. Photo: Novosti 
Press Agency 
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Alexander Ivanovich Koldunov - Air 
Marshal of the Soviet Union. Photo: Novosti 
Press Agency 

fact , the 62-year-old Koldunov has com­
manded the Soviet Air Defense Forces since 
1978. 

The Soviet Air Defense Forces are inde­
pendent of the Air Forces and comprehen­
sively embrace all aspects of air defense, 
including fighter-interceptor aircraft, radar 
and other detection systems, anti-aircraft 
artillery, surface-to-air missiles and anti­
missile defenses. Indeed , the Soviets are 
widely believed to easily have the world's 
most massive, if not most sophisticated, air 
defense system. 

That system's commander, Koldunov, is 
a genuine war hero. Born on 20 September 
1923, he joined the Soviet air force in 1941 . 
After flying 358 sorties in 96 air battles 
against the Germans, Koldunov emerged as 
one of the JO top Soviet WWII aces with 46 
enemy planes to his credit. He was twice 
awarded the highest Soviet decoration for 
bravery, Hero of the Soviet Union. He com­
manded the Moscow air defense district 
from 1970-75 before becoming deputy C­
in-C of National Air Defense from 1975-78, 
when he took his present post. 
The Commander In Chief Air Forces 
In the Soviet structure, the Air Forces are 

a strictly offensive arm, completely sepa­
rate from their Air Defense Forces. Basical­
ly, the Air Forces consist of bombers, strike 
and ground support planes, and escorting 
fighter-interceptors. 

The present Air Forces commander is 
63-year-old Marshal of Aviation Aleksan­
der N. Yefimov, who assumed his new 
duties following the 3 December 1984 death 
of his predecessor, Chief Marshal of A via­
tion Pavel S. Kutakhov , at the age of 70. 
Born on 6 February 1923, Y efimov is 
another war hero. 

After joining the Soviet air force in 1941 , 
this IL-2 Sturmovik pilot flew 222 ground­
attack sorties before the end of WWII, and 
emerged from that war with two Hero of the 
Soviet Uni on awa rds . He had been 

Dmitry Fyodorovich Ustinov - Defense 
Minister of the Soviet Union since 1976. He 
died on 20 December 1984. Photo: Novosti 
Press Agency 

Kutakhov's main deputy since 1969. His 
appointment as commander in chief is not 
thought to have any political significance. 

The Commander In Chief 
Naval Forces 

The same cannot be said for Admiral of 
the Fleet Vladimir N . Chernavin's appoint­
ment as the Commander in Chief of the 
Soviet Naval Forces last December. The 
57-year-old Chernavin , whose 4 November 
1983 promotion to Admiral of the Fleet 
marked him for advancement, had been 
Chief of the Main Naval Staff (roughly 
equivalent to the American Chief of Naval 
Operations) since December 1981. He was 
widely expected to be Admiral Gorshkov's 
eventual successor, but the unceremonious 
firing of Gorshkov last December came as a 
total surprise to most observers. 

After nearly 30 years as C-in-C Naval 
Forces, the 76-year-old Gorshkov is a 
Soviet institution, a sort of Hyman Rickover 
and John Paul Jones rolled into one. Despite 
his advanced age, there are no reports of 
serious illness. 

Under Gorshkov's tutelage, the Soviet 
navy was transformed from an adequate 
coastal defense force into a true blue-water 
fleet , second only to the United States Navy 
and superior to it in a few respects (notably 
submarines). His hard-driving, practical 
approach to naval design, doctrine and pro­
curement made him a legend in his own 
time. Gorshkov's motto, " Better is the 
enemy of good enough," still reverently 
quoted by Soviet officers, is one our own 
defense establishment would do well to 
heed . 

The headstrong Gorshkov was very much 
his own man, a factor that may have made 
him the latest major victim of the military 
shakeup that has been going on since Brezh­
nev's death . Chernavin is thought to be Gor­
bachev's personal choice and is expected to 

Continued on page 106 
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76 SOLDIER OP PORTUNE 

by Herbert A. Friedman 
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U.S.-distributed safe-conduct pass in 
Vietnamese, English and Korean. 
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A. ERIAL propaganda leaflets have been 
ftused for many purposes, but perhaps 
the single most valuable use of these so­
called " paper bullets " has been their ability 
to save lives. They have accomplished this 
mission in several ways . They can convince 
the enemy to cease all resistance and come 
over to our side. They can offer him food, 
money and protection if he turns in his com­
rades or brings in his weapons . They can 
offer him a reward if he finds our personnel 
behind his lines and carries them back to 
safety. In every case the result is the same: If 
the propaganda works , our people live . 
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The United States has a Jong history of 
using propaganda leaflets. Those brave men 
who stood on Bunker Hill and defied the 

This leaflet describes the benefits of the 
GVN side - the misery of the VC side. 
Reverse shows rewards offered for certain 
enemy weapons. 
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PSYWAR EXPERT 
Herb Friedman served in the Korean 

War with the 5 lst Fighter " MiG Kill­
ers." He has since been collecting prop­
aganda and has written more than JOO 
articles on the subject. His first article 
for SOF was "Sex & PsyWar," May 
1981 . 

power of the British Empire were among the 
first to attempt psychological warfare. As 
the British prepared to march against us in 
their ominous red columns, our minutemen 
threw leaflets from the crest of the hill stat­
ing, " Prospect Hill : Seven dollars a month. 
Fresh provisions and plenty . Health . Free­
dom , ease, affluence and a good farm. 
Bunker Hill: Three pence a day. Rotten salt 
pork. The scurvy. Slavery, beggary and 
want.' ' 

The Germans attempted to influence the 
attitudes of our boys with messages such as 
these. 

STO P, WATCH YOUR STEP, 
lT'S AVE MINUTES TO TWElVEI 

tes to Twelve 

Luftwaffe down and out. 

German war industry smashed. 

Russia ns threatening Berlin. 

The end in sight. 

5Minutes oTwelve 

And so nobody wants to be killed 

in these last five minutes. That's 

common sense. 

Watch your step! 
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STAMP PROPAGANDA 
The number and variety of documents 

forged and parodied during wartime is 
staggering, and the ordinary postage 
stamp has been a frequent victim of these 
espionage or propaganda campaigns. 
Although the Vietnam War did not have 
a great deal of such espionage, it did 
produce a philatelic mystery. We really 
don ' t know if the stamp shown here is 
Allied or enemy propaganda. 

Throughout the war, the North pro­
duced patriotic stamps to bolster the 
fighting spirit of the communist forces. 
They show such scenes as Allied aircraft 
being shot down or Allied convoys being 
ambushed. Since these stamps were . 
obviously propaganda, it has never been 
doubted that they were made by the 
forces opposing us in Vietnam. 

About a year or so ago, however, an 
ex-CIA agent casually mentioned that 
while he was fishing through some old 
files he had come across sheets of Viet­
namese propaganda stamps. Allegedly, 
he read the file and discovered that the 
United States had produced them pur­
posely, in a professional, well-printed 
manner, to show the rest of the world 
that they must have come from Hanoi 
since the Viet Cong.were incapabable of 
such high-quality work. 

The stamps that the former agent iden­
tified as having been printed on CIA 
presses had been attributed to the 
National Front for the Liberation of 

It is doubtful that many of the British 
were convinced to come over to the Amer­
ican side, since it is now known that surren­
der leaflets seem to work best when the 
opposition suffers from low morale, is sur­
rounded with no hope of escape or believes 
that he has lost the war. Well-motivated 
troops who believe that they still have a 
fighting chance will hardly ever be victim­
ized by psychological warfare. 

During World War II we dropped mil­
lions of leaflets. In Vietnam we hit a record 
we will probably never surpass, sometimes 

EN NAM VIET-NAM 
.. / . 10 

.. 
. 

;:. . .... :;;: 

Whodunit? VC or CIA? Here's what' s 
known about this stamp - you decide. 

South Vietnam. Study by philatelic ex­
perts indicates that they were made in 
Hanoi. The paper, ink and perforations 
fit those of North Vietnamese stamps. 

What would be the point of producing 
such a stamp? The entire world - with 
the possible exception of the American 
press - was already well aware that the 
North was deeply involved in the war. If 
it were a CIA product, it was probably 
used either to carry Allied propaganda 
mail behind enemy Jines or placed on 
disinformation documents produced by 
the Agency to lend an air of legitimacy. 

Whether we really produced those 
stamps or not is a moot question, since 
they did absolutely no good and now are 
only a monument to the strange ideas 
propaganda experts come up with in 
time of war. 

I remember asking a top British agent 
how he could keep a straight face when 
people in his department came up with 
the WWII idea of fecal-odor spray for 
the pants of Japanese troops in China to 
make them lose face. 

His answer? " We didn't like to dis­
courage the PsyWar boys since every 
now and then they came up with a decent 
idea." 

Stamps seem to be the same sort of 
thing: Let the idea men and the printers 
have their fun; they will come up with a 
beautiful passport or travel pass tomorrow. 

dropping as many as seven million pieces of 
propaganda a day. 

Our best-known surrender pass during 
WWII was a safe-conduct in the form of an 
official document dropped on German 
troops. We had tried various forms of cer­
tificates in the early years of the war and 
finally concluded that the German mind re­
quired a very official-looking form , re­
sembling a diploma. The final version of 
this pass comes in various colors and sizes , 
but almost always has the seals of both the 
United States and the United Kingdom, and 
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a text like the followi ng: 
" Safe Conduct. The German soldier who 

carries this safe conduct is using it as a sign 
of his genuine wish to give himself up. He is 
to be disarmed , to be well looked after, to 
receive food and medical attention as re­
quired , and to be removed from the danger 
zone as soon as possible. Signed: Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, Supreme Commander, Allied 
Expeditionary Force .'' 

Apparently the pass was so successful · 
that the German psychological-warfare peo­
ple parodied it : " Safe Conduct. The Ger­
man soldier who carries this safe conduct is 
using it as a sign of his genuine wish to go 
into captivity for the next 10 years , to betray 
his fatherland, to return home a broken old 
man and very probably never to see his 
parents , wife and children again ." 

The Germans did ·more than copy our 
material. They attempted to influence 
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"Chinese Communist Navy Brothers: Take 
Liu Cheg-sze as a model. We welcome you 
over to our side." 

Allied troop behavior. One of their leaflets 
shows an American GI stopping anolher just 
before he steps into an open grave. Behind 
them is a clock. The propaganda message 
states, " Stop , watch your step, it 's five 
minutes to twelve!'' The message on !he 
reverse of the leaflet reads, "Five minutes 
to twelve. Luftwaffe down and out. German 
war industry smashed. Russians threatening 
Berlin . The end is in sight. Five minutes to 
twelve. And so nobody wants to be killed in 
these last five minutes. That' s common 
sense. Watch your step' " 

History has shown that we didn't need the 
Germa n whisper . Our own government 
stopped our troops, allowi ng the Russians to 
walk into Berlin , causing political problems 

J Hud1irne1 , wh:u 1 I 
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-~._,..... ........... 
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that have not been sett led to this day. 
In the early years of the war planners 

presumed that the Japanese would not think 
of urrender. As the battle went on, howev­
er, it became obvious that many Japanese 
were more than happy to lay down their 
arn1s . We tried various types of surrender 
leaflets, but probably the best was a large 
sheet that stated in English, "Attention, 
American so ldiers' I cease resistance . This 
leaflet guarantees humane treatment to any 
Japanese desiring to cease resistance. Take 
him immediately to your nearest commis­
sioned officer. By direction of the Com­
mander in Chief." 

Note that nowhere does the word '·sur­
render" appear on this leaflet. '· 1 cease 
resistance" was substituted so th at the 
Japanese would not lose face . Just to be sure 
that they believed our sincerity, th e 
Japanese-language message states (from the 
American commander) , " To all my men I 
am giving strict instructions not to fire a 
single shot ... . If they violate this, they 
will be execu ted. " 

We even went so far as to tell them, 
"Some Japanese soldiers have committed 
untold atrocities against the Filipinos and 
Americans who have had the misfortune of 
fa lling within your clu tches, but this does 
not make any difference. You will be treat­
ed with the utmost consideration just the 
same. " 

For those who didn ' t travel in the Far Eas t 
after the war, I should mention that we did 
not speak for our Fi lipino allies, who would 
occasionally slit the th roat of a visiting 
Japanese as long as I 0 years after the end of 
the war. Our friends were not nearly as 
forgiving as we were. 

During the Korean War, both sides used 
numerous safe -conduct passes. One of our 
most popular types was an im itation of a 
North Korean 100 won note wi th a message 
in Engli sh, Chinese and Korean on the re­
verse: " Attention, U .N. Soldiers : This cer­
tificate guarantees good treatment to any 
Chinese or North Korean soldier desiring to 
cease fighting . Take this man to your 
neares t officer and treat him as an honorable 
prisoner of war. " 

We also worked on enemy pilots. At the 
same time my old outfit was knocking MiGs 
out of the sky with a 13:1 ratio , we were 
dropping leaflets in Russian, Korean and 
Chinese that pictured a Polish air force 
lieutenant who had flown his jet to safety on 
the Danish island of Bornholm. The gist of 
the lengthy text of this leaflet is : "The Far 
East Command will reward with the sum of 
$50,000 U.S . dollars any pilot who delivers 
a modern , operational combat-type jet air­
craft in flyable condi tion to South Korea . 
The fir t pilot who delivers such a jct air­
craft to the Free World will receive an add i­
tional $50,000 U.S. dollars bonus for his 
bravery . '' 

This plan , known as "Operation 

Our ollicial-looking safe-conduct pass was 
so convincing, the Germans copied it -
with a few modifications. 
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Moolah, " was devious. First, if successful , 
we would have a late-model Russian aircraft 
for practically nothing. In addition, we 
hoped that the Reds would be so afraid of 
their pilots defecting that they 'd hold down 
experienced men who were not politically 
sound , while sending up ideologically cor­
rect Party members who were lousy fliers . 
More than 11/2 million such leaflets were 
dropped over North Korea in April and May 
1953. In the 90 days fo llowing this opera­
tion , 165 enemy aircraft were destroyed at a 
cost of just three friendlies. 

One brave soul named Lieutenant Kim 
Sok No did fly his MiG-15 to Kimpo Field 
and collected his $100 ,000. The kicker: He 
had never heard of the offer. He just wanted 
out of the " People 's Paradise. " 

During the Cold War period, before our 
entry into Vietnam in force, the two Chinas 
constantly bombarded each other with leaf­
lets. One of the more handsome items from 
the Nationalist side shows a PRC pi lot 
standing in front of his MiG- 15 . Part of the 
long message reads, "Chinese Communist 
Navy Brothers: Take Liu Cheg-sze as a 
model. We welcome you to come over to 
our side. '' 

A little later the Nationalists again 

offered a reward, this time for a MiG- 19 . 
The price offered: 4 ,000 taels of gold . 

This brings us to Vietnam. I once tried to 
catalog the types of leaflets we produced , 
but when I got to about 1,000 I gave up. 
Never have so many trees been turned to 
pu lp for the cause of freedom . 

We really pushed the use of reward leaf­
lets and safe-conduct passes in Vietnam. 
One is reminiscent of the Bunker Hill leaf­
let. Number 436 shows a skull and crossed 
bones on the front, and the Vietnamese text: 
" Which side is Better? Viet Cong: $6 a day . 
Two suits. Lack of medicine when sick. No 
family assistance. No job to insure the fu­
ture. Government of Vietnam: Warmly wel­
comed . $ 18 a day for your own food . $ 18 a 
day for your wife's food. $9 a day for each 
of your children 's food. $200 for your pock­
et money. $100 for your wife's pocket 
money. Two suits for each one ... . To 
follow the VC is to commit suicide." 

The reverse pictures a number of 
weapons and offers: "To VC Cadre and 
troopers. When you return to the GVN, you 
are not only warmly welcomed, but re-

$35,000VN was offered for the safe return 
of U.S. pilot Lt. George E. Flynn. 
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A!'ll -RIC ... SOLDIERS! 

/tFA. 
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THIS LEAFLET GU,.,RANTEES HUMANE 
TREATMENT TO '°'NY JAPANESE OE. 
SIRING TO C£ASE RESISTANCE. TAkE 
HIM IMMEDIATELY TO YOUR NEAREST 
COMMISSIONED OfFICER. 

Br °""""" J do C--.Jr, ~ 0..f. 

Note the word 'surrender' is not mentioned 
anywhere in this pass. 

warded if you bring back weapons with you. 
The rate of reward is according to the 
weapon. Pistol $800. Submachine gun 
$2,000. Automatic rifle $3 ,500. 60mm 
mortar $8,000. Simm mortar $10,000. 
Local made rifle $1 ,000. Garand/carbine 
$1 , 200 .. 30 [cal.] li ght machine gun 
$5 ,000. 57mm recoilless rifle $15 ,000 . 
75mm recoilless rifle $20,000. " 

We also attempted to buy back some of 
our own people who might be under the 
control of the VC . One leaflet (No . 188) 
offered $35 ,OOOVN for the safe return of 
Lieutenant George E . Flynn, a U.S. Air 
Force pi lot last seen over Dong Thai. The 
leaflet explains that Lt. Flynn 's A-I Sky­
raider was downed on 23 September 1964 
and assures the finder that anyone bringing 
him back to our lines will be well-rewarded 
and completely free to come and go after 
collecting. 

Charlie produced some leaflets of his 
own in an attempt to weaken the morale of 
the American soldier. Although most were 
shoddy ~ poorly translated into Engl ish 
and printed on paper that soon deteriorated 
in the humid heat of Vietnam - some 
showed professional competence. One of 
these pictures a white police officer holding 
an American black. The picture on the re­
verse shows a black GI crawling through a 
swamp. The text reads , "The Vietnam War 
is a 'hellhole of racism for the Negro Gls 
over and above the usual hell of war' (Phila­
delphia Independent). Your real enemies 
are those who call you ' niggers .' Your 
genu.ine struggle is on your native land. Go 
home now and alive! Signed: South Viet­
nam NFL. ' ' 

Returning to our side , the most popular 
safe-conduct passes of the war were small, 
colorful passes that bore the flags of the 
various Allied nations on the front with 

Continued on page 94 
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RUGER GP-100 
Continued from page 51 

various styles, heights and colored inserts. 
Adjustable for both windage and elevation, 
the rear sight is a square notch with white 
outline. The barrel 's integral wide top rib 
has both a matte finish and longitudinal 
serrations to minimize glare. The sight 
radius is 51/2 inches on the 4-inch model. 

In the Ruger tradition, both the main­
spring and trigger guard latch spring are 
massive coils. In addition to the hammer 
and trigger, most of the small internal parts 
are stainless steel. Smooth and ungrooved , 
the trigger will please aficionados of the 
double-action combat revolver. Single­
action trigger pull weight on our test speci­
men was a crisp 3.75 pounds. The double­
action pull weight was a rather sluggish 
11. 75 pounds with no loading at the end of 
the stroke. Those who use a two-stage 
method for double-action shooting will be 
somewhat disgruntled. 

Mounted in the frame, the floating firing 
pin must be struck by the transfer bar, which 
in tum receives the hammer's hit. Should 
the finger relieve pressure on the trigger 
while the hammer is falling forward , the 
transfer bar safety will drop down and the 
firing pin will not be driven forward. Few of 
us care for the transfer bar safety, but this 
condescension to a lawsuit-crazed society is 
here to stay. 

Also fabricated from 4140 chrome-moly 
alloy steel, the cylinder holds six rounds. 
The crane/cylinder assembly swings out of 
the frame in the usual manner after its 
spring-loaded latch button is depressed. In 
the firing position , the cylinder is securely 
locked to the frame in two places - by a 
strong pilot bearing at the rear of the cylin­
der , and by a robust locking bolt at the front 
of the crane which engages a matching slot 
at the end of the frame . This mechanism was 
invented by Ruger and first used in the Red­
hawk revolver. For increased strength , the 
cylinder locking notches are substantially 
offset, not cut into the weakest part of the 
cylinder walls over the centers of the cham­
bers. Cylinder rotation is to the left. The 
ejector rod does not rotate with the cylinder 
and serves only to activate the ejector, not as 
a bearing point for front locking of the cylin­
der. Cylinder-to-forcing cone gap on our 
test specimen was only .004-inch (.003- to 
.008-inch is the acceptable range). 

Most startling are design improvements 
made to the frame. Frame width has been 
increased in those critical areas which sup­
port the barrel. The grip portion of the frame 
has been redesigned to accommodate thick , 
compressible rubber wraparound grips with 
polished Goncalvo Alves panel inserts. 
While they reduce felt recoil , checkered 
all-rubber grips have no place on a combat 
handgun. When drawing under stress, what 
you grab is what you got. It's almost im-

possible to quickly shift your grip position 
on Pachmayr-type rubber grip panels. This 
could prove fatal. In addition to structural 
reinforcement, the GP-lOO' s wood panel 
inserts permit the hand to easily shift into 
proper firing position. Ruger gives us the 
best in this so-often disregarded area of 
handgun design. 

Disassembly of the GP-lOO's internal 
components has been somewhat simplified 
and Ruger's instruction manual is explicit. 
No need to repeat these procedures here . 
Normal maintenance requires only the 
cleaning of the bore and cylinder chambers 
in the usual manner. Detailed stripping 
should be irregular at best and only when 
absolutely necessary . I do advise against 
use of the mainspring assembly to push the 
trigger guard lock plunger out of its recess in 
the frame. Although disassembly without 
tools is one of Ruger 's promotional gim­
micks , use a punch , since the spring-loaded 
lock plunger is difficult to depress. 

Since stoppages are not a matter of con­
cern with high-quality revolvers , only 500 
rounds were fired through SOF's GP-100. 
Five different loads were tested to provide a 
representative range of bullet weights and 
configurations. The lightest bullet tested 
was the old Super Ye! l 10-grain JHP (Jack­
eted Hollow Point). It averaged 1,469 fps 
out of the GP-lOO's 4-inch barrel. A few 
rounds went as high as 1,536 fps. Despite 
these impressive figures , against human 

PUT THE FUTURE IN THE PALM OF YOUR HAND. 
THE GLOCK 17. 

Get a grip on the semi-automatic 9mm pistol as newly 
designed by Glock. Simpler, lighter, more reliable . More 
advanced than you ever imagined a semi-automatic 
handgun could be. 

With only 33 parts including magazine components, the 
Glock 17 affords a new stripping and cleaning ease. 

For shooting comfort, its frame is manufactured entirely 
of tough featherweight polymers, weighing approximately 
80% less than its steel-framed counterparts. The Glock 17 
weighs an amazing 27.9 oz. loaded, less than most other 
handguns in its class unloaded. 

And you can count on Glock for unparalleled 
performance. With any type 9mm factory-made ammo. In 
rigorous tests from 392° F to -104 ° F, after more than 
15,000 rounds, this gun operated without a Raw. 
There's no question about safety either, Glock's 
ingenious new "safe action" system has three 
internal automatic safety devices. 

lhe only thing not advanced about the Glock 17 
is its price. It's very affordable! That means there's 
nothing standing between you and the future. 

Someday all pistols may be built and perform 
like the Glock 17. 

For Glock 17 pistol information, contad your dealer or write 
to Glock, Inc., P.O. Box 369, Smyrna, GA 30081. 
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Your Glock 17 comes in a tough, lockable 
polymer case complete w~h extra 
magazine and loader, spare rear sight, 
deaning kit, and owner's manual. 

JULY 86 



targets .357 Magnum bullets lighter than 
125-grain will deflect and/or self-destruct 
on metal and bone. Stay away from them if 
you ' re man-trapping. 

An excellent choice is the Speer 146-
grain JHP in front of 14.5 grains of Hercules 
2400 which will average 1,320 fps. For 
those who wish to buy their ammo off the 
shelf, -Samson 's 158-grain Jacketed Soft 
Point (JSP), manufactured by Israel Mili­
tary Industries , is a good choice. It stepped 
out at .. an average velocity of 1,360 fps . 
Howevh , billed as match grade ammuni­
tion , ve)'oci ties varied from 1,261to1,418 
fps and, this resulted in a rather large stan­
dard deviation of 47 . Two loads were tested 
using the popular Keith-Thompson type 
semiwadcutter (SWC) 162-grain projectile. 
Twelve and a half grains of W-W 630 pro­
pelled this hard-cast bullet out of the barrel 
at 1,299 fps . For practice and plinking , a 
more pleasant loading uses only 10.5 grains 
of 2400 which still moves out at 1,080 fps. 
CCI 550 primers were used in all the re­
loads. I prefer brass cases for reloading this 
caliber. Nickeled .357 Magnum cases look 
attractive in a cartridge belt , but will split at 
the mouth after resizing just two or three 
times. 

Even unburned granules of2400 failed to 
lock up the GP-lOO's cylinder as it rotated in 
the correct direction and proper manner 
throughout the entire test without any clean­
ing. Accuracy potential was more than 
satisfactory. At 20 feet , firing offhand from 
the modified Weaver stance, I was consis­
tently able to dump five rounds of the least 
accurate load , the Samson 158-grain JSP, 
into just 1.25 inches. Although muzzle 
whip remained high with all the hot and 
heavy loads , the reduction in felt recoil as a 
consequence of the thick rubber grips was 
remarkable. 

Those who will not be packing the GP-
100 in a police service holster may opt for a 
shoulder rig , and the 4-inch model is amen­
able to carry in a more concealable horizon­
tal position . Galea Gun Leather (Dept. 
SOF, 4311 W. Van Buren, Phoenix, AZ 
85043) sells the Defender for $44.95. With 
premium saddle leather split to 8 ounces per 
square foot, the Defender is lock-stitched 
with #207 polydacron thread. 

The half-harness, which I prefer for max­
imum concealment , is wet-molded and 
hand-boned. A Dot fastener on the holster 
body will accept an optional belt tie-down 
and a thumb-break snap with internal poly­
propylene reinforcement is countersunk to 
prevent scuffing the revolver. After the 
leather safety strap has been split, its fasten­
er is attached and the strap cemented so the 
fastener does not touch the handgun. Rivets 
holding the nylon hangers onto the holster 
are also countersunk. The shoulder harness 
itself is made from 4 \/2 -ounce chrome­
tanned cowhide , while the counters trap sup­
port is constructed of polyelastic. 

Ruger is sure to expand the GP- I 00 line. 
Three basic frame sizes are planned in 
chamberings from .22 LR to .44 Magnum. 
This superb revolver might very well revive 
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256 Fact-filled pages 
Deluxe Hardcover Edition 

The streets of Beirut, the jungles 
of El Salvador, the-mountains of 
Afghanistan, the Iranian desert. 
The trouble sppts of the world 
flash across the screen of your 
television news. an·d the pages of 
your daily paper. And the AK47 
is there. 
As the most widely distributed and best-known 
military shoulder weapon of the post WWII era , 
the Kalashnikov can be found wherever conflict­
ing ideologies clash and men put their lives on 
the line defending theii beliefs. · ,;· 
Nearly 50 million Kalashnikov-type rifles and 
light machine ,guns have been manuf~ctured 
since their introduction in 1947. At least~a dozen 
countries haye m'aoufa_ct_ur_ed or are manufactur­
ing versions of this weapon and over 50 coun­
tries and unt9llied numbers of guerilla and ter­
rorist organizations employ the Kalashnikov on 
their daily mis~ions 
Now, for the ·first time, you can get the complete 
in-depth story of bow this infamous weapon was 
developed '. refined, and deployed. Never before 
has the wester.n world been privy to this informa­
tion. Only Dr. Edward·C. Ezell , our leading au­
thority on military small arms, could have had 
access to and written such an incredible story. 
As the Curator of the Division of Armed Forces 
History at the Smithsonian Institution, Ezell has 
access to unprecedented information , and he's 
included· over 200 photographs and line draw­
ings, many nev.er-before-published, to authenti­
cat~ this penetrating account. 
If you buy only one gun book this year, this 
should be it! 

Send S29 .95 & $3 P& H for your copy of The AK 47 Story. Or fill in 
credit card information below. 30·day money-back guarantee if 
not completely satisfied. 

D Visa D Mastercard D Am . Express D Check Encl. 

Card# _________ Expires __ 

Name ____________ _ 

Address ___ _________ _ 

Ci ty. ST. Zip ___________ _ 

Credit Card. users may call 1-800-READ-NDW 

STACKPOLE BOOKS 
America's Great Outdoor Publisher 

Department SOF 
P.O. Box 1831, Harrisburg, PA 17105 

lNCOMING 

•AMERICA SMASHES LIBYA -
Only SOF tells you story of the combat , 
the hardware and the reasons behind the 
U.S. retaliation against Libyan terror. A 
special section on the action in North 
Africa features photos, maps , back­
ground and firsthand accounts of our 
answer to Khadaffi' s foreign policy. 

• CAPTURED ARSENAL - Every­
one's heard about how communist coun­
tries the world over have sent aid and 
weapons to the guerrillas in El Salvador. 
Now, SOF Technical Editor Peter Ko­
kalis rummages through a storehouse of 
captured guerrilla weapons and traces 
their origins. The results may surprise 
you. 

• LOOKING BACK ON VIETNAM­
Yeteran war correspondent Don Kirk 
went back to Ho Chi Minh City and 
Hanoi to see what the communists had 
done during the dozen years since their 
conquest of South Vietnam. Not surpris­
ingly, the old men in the politburo have 
been hard pressed to keep their promises 
of prosperity. 

• FRENCH FROGMEN - The little­
known naval commandos of the French 
army trace their roots back to the 18th 
century. Today, they play an important 
part in France 's naval capability and 
SOF will tell you just how good they 
really are. ' 

• STURM, RUGER AND CO. - From 
sport to self-defense , Ruger shows its 
wares in a special eight-page insert. 

• SOF DELIVERS WHAT THE 
OTHERS DON'T - With a subscrip­
tion to Soldier of Portune Magazine , you 
get the scoop on world events, unit re­
porting and weapons T &E, on time eve­
ry month. Don't delay. ~ 
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Jaw enforcement interest in the sadly ne­
glected .41 Magnum. Shorter and longer 
barrel lengths are in the wind as well as 
stainless-steel versions. Suggested retail 
price of the GP-I 00, in either barrel length, 
is a modest $340. Contact Sturm, Ruger & 
Company lnc. (Dept. SOF, Lacey Place, 
Southport, CT 06490) for further informa­
tion . Bill Ruger and his team have a keen 
perception of our needs. My highest recom­
mendation for their splendid new revolver 
series. ~ 

ASSIGNMENT ARCE 
Continued from page 57 

behind the column so that word of the com­
pany's approach would not travel forward 
too quickly and alert the Gs. 

The sun was starting to dip down toward 
the west when Soto's radio operator's hand­
set crackled to life . It was the point platoon 
commander, and as Soto listened to the 
rapid transmission, a faint sparkle of excite­
ment crept through his usual calm and pro­
fessional demeanor. 

" Guerrillas," he said with a wink, and 
unfolded his map. The rest of the column 
immediately took up defensive positions on 
both sides of the road and the 8 I mm mortar 
section leader, Cadet Officer Martinez, hur­
ried forward to receive his instructions. 

Three armed men had been sighted along 
a steep hillside trail southeast of the village, 
the lead platoon was in hot pursuit , and 
mortar support had been requested. Mar­
tinez and Soto huddled over the map and 
agreed on their present position , then plot­
ted their target on the trail ahead of the 
fleeing Gs. In the meantime, the mortar 
crew had found the only clearing in the 
vicinity: a 10-by- I 0-meter area overgrown 
with tall, thick grass, with branches from 
surrounding trees obscuring the sky. It 
wasn't the best of fire positions, but it would 
have to do. 

There wasn ' t much hope that the mortar 
barrage would actually hit the fleeing guer­
rillas, but the idea was to disrupt and diso­
rient them long enough for the pursuit pla­
toon to engage them with direct fire. 

With the target data now available, the 
mortar section quickly went into action: 
plotting azimuth , positioning the aiming 
posts, laying in and sighting the tube, and 
preparing the HE round with a charge-three 
propellant. There was no wasted motion nor 
unnecessary commands, but the crew was 
hampered by the tall grass and an overlying 
tree branch. A few minutes of hectic chop­
ping with well-oiled and sharpened 
machetes cleared those problems. 

'' Fuego,'' Cadet Martinez ordered and 
the round left the tube with its characteristic 
earsplitting roar and tongue of orange flame 
which briefly illuminated the gathering 
dusk. 

A few moments later, we heard the hol­
low thump of the round exploding across the 
valley. The contact platoon leader called 
back for a second shot at the same position. 
Another resounding crump and we waited 
with strained patience for the results. 

Thump. The sound of the second HE 
round drifted slowly back to our position. 
Soto's radio crackled to life , a disappoi nted 
platoon commander calling for termination 
of mortar fire and permission to abandon the 
chase . 

The area near Las Marias is densely 
populated, and he was worried about inflict­
ing civilian casualties in the darkened coun­
tryside. Besides, charging headlong down a 
dimly lit hillside trai l after armed men only 
invites a hastily laid ambush. 

Regretfully, Lt. Soto agreed, and he 
ordered the platoon to take up a position in 
the company 's night defensive perimeter. 
Cadet Officer Martinez gave the Spanish 
equivalent of a ' 'march order'' to his mortar 
crew , and with the same efficiency with 
which they set up, they broke down their 
gear and blended back into the column. 

With the professionalism we'd come to 
expect from Soto's company, troops quick­
ly and quietly constructed fighting posi­
tions, set up a guard system and settled in 
for the night. We were all disappointed that 
the contact with the Gs hadn 't been more 
productive, but we sure as hell had let them 
know that they no longer owned this stretch 
of countryside. 



DON'T BECOME A VICTIM ... 

BARRY 
SADLER'S 

SYSTEM OF 

SELF-DEFENSE 

• INVEST IN YOUR PERSONAL SAFETY 
At last , an easy-to-learn , easy-to-use self-study program designed for everyone- men, women and children 
- regardless of strength or physical prowess! 

• PROVEN METHODS 
" . .. Trained in combat, hand to hand . . . " Even before Staff Sergeant Barry Sadler, United States Army 
Special Forces, wrote those words in his famous ''Ballad of the Green Berets'' twenty years ago, Sadler had 
already been an avid student of the martial arts for ten arduous years. Sadler's thirty years of martial arts 
experience, including black belts in three disciplines and scores of' 'hands-on'' encounters around the world, 
have been selectively distilled to produce this unique , proven self-study system of self-defense. 

• THE ONLY ONE YOU'LL EVER NEED 
Sadler' s complete self-study course is con­
tained on one video cassette, including: 

JULY 86 

• 17 easy-to-learn lessons 
• Special forces exercise workout segment 

designed to keep you fighting trim 
• Specific defense techniques against guns, 

knives, clubs, chains and other impro-
vised weapons 

•Nothing more to buy! 

,-----------------
Rush me Barry Sadler's System of Self-Defense Video Cassette 

I today at the introductory price of $49.95 postage paid! 

I 0 Check/Money Order Enclosed (Payable to: Soldier of Fortune) 

I Charge to my credit card account: 
I 0 Visa# ____________ Exp. Date __ _ 

0 MasterCard# _ ______ ___ Exp. Date __ _ I 
I I Signature------------------ ---
! Name ___________________ ~ 

I Address---------------------

! City----------- State ___ _ Zip ---~= 
SOF 

I 
(Please allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery. Offer expires December 31, 1986.) 
Mail to: SOF Exchange , P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 
Or call: (303) 449-3750. (Sorry no collect calls.) 
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The night passed uneventfully , and the 
next day, after a quick clearing mission 
along the road back to Jucuapa, we em­
bussed on trucks for the trip back to Arce 
headquarters at San Miguel. As a final note 
to our brief field operation with the Salva­
doran army, we noticed that Col. Staben 
had arranged for some of his troops to man 
the high ground along our truck route to HQ 
as a protective anti-ambush screen. 

After watching Arce at work, we weren ' t 
a bit surprised at this final show of effi­
ciency.~ 

FULL AUTO 
Continued from page 15 

count from 2 to 20 on the left-hand dial 
and blaze away. Press the display but­
ton for the reading and then the reset 
button when ready for another burst 
sequence. Simple and very interesting. 

We chose five weapons to test on 
FN's FRM-SSD calculator: a Mini UZI, 
M16Al Carbine, Sten Mkll, .30 M2 
Carbine and Thompson MlAl. !Mi's 
specifications state the Mini UZI' s cyclic 
rate to be 950 rpm. Every attempt to 
determine the Mini UZI's rate of fire 
produced nothing but goose eggs on 
the digital readout screen. Quite 
obviously the rate was over the calcu-

lator's 1,200 rpm capacity. 
Using PMC Ml 93 ball ammunition, 

the M16Al Carbine fired at an average 
rate of 834 rpm. The Carbine and 
Commando versions of the M16 series 
fire at higher rates than the rifle. 

The specified rate of fire for the Mk II 
Sten submachine gun is 540 rpm. Aus­
trian Hirtenberger ball ammo ran 
through the Sten at 556 rpm. PMC ball 
moved out at a similar rate, 563 rpm. 
Spanish surplus (FNT 1952) upped 
the Sten' s rate to 589 rpm and 
Yugoslavian surplus (1952) raced out 
even faster at 597 rpm. Ammunition 
certainly does affect a machine gun's 
cyclic rate. 

GI ball ammo produced a cyclic rate 
of 761 rpm in the M2 Carbine, very 
close to the specified rate of 750 rpm. 
But the Thompson fired at a higher rate 
than specified. When the pure blow­
back-operated Ml/MlAl Thompsons 
were introduced, they lost whatever re­
tarding effect, however minor, the Blish 
Lock gave the M1921/28 guns and the 
cyclic rate supposedly rose from 600 to 
700 rpm. I have always felt the Ml/ 
MlAl series fired somewhat faster than 
700 rpm. Using GI ball ammo our 
MlAl fired at 741 rpm. A reload using 
6.3 grains of Unique behind a 230-
grain cast roundnose (RN) bullet -
considered a ballistic duplicate of fac-

tory loading - pushed the Thomp­
son's rate of fire up to 765 rpm. 

I would like to eventually test every 
machine gun in my armory. Small­
arms designers, serious researchers in 
the field of automatic weapons and 
advanced collectors will all find more 
than enough use for FN's little rapid­
fire calculator. ~ 

COMBAT 
WEAPON CRAFT 
Continued from page 16 

sive in nature you should select your 
positions to provide the greatest de­
gree of coverage offered as well as the 
degree of security it provides. Alternate 
positions are imperative. Range cards 
should be prepared immediately and 
weapons zeroed and rezeroed fre­
quently. 

Although you may have preference 
as to the type of sniper rifle you would 
like to have issued, be prepared to re­
ceive anything from a well-worn South 
American Mauser of late-1800s vin­
tage, or in rare cases a special-built 300 
Winchester Magnum which I prefer. 
Optics will range from inexpensive 
American varieties to high-priced Ger-

UNDERWATER SURVIVAL -U.S.TECH 

t 

Tekna 
Single piece stainless 
construction. Black matt 
finish. Specify sheath 
with straps or belVboot 
clip. Retail $54.95 
With straps $44.95 
With belVboot clip $39.95 

Gerber 
BMF. As featured in 
SOF. Bowie style blade, 
serrated edge, compass, 
diamond sharpening 
stone. Lifetime warranty. 
Includes sheath. 
Retail $160.00 
Sale $129.95 

Gerber 
Guardian. Famous for it's 
quality and performance! 
Model 5800 in black, 
$39.95 
Model 5816 in cammo, 
$46.95 

Chronosport 
The name in divers 
watches. All black, dual 
time, Quartz analog com· 
bined with LCD digilal 
displays. 
With nylon strap • Retail 
$385.00 Safe $308.00 
With bracelet - Retail 
$460.00 Sale $368.00 

Nikon quality optics 
7 x 50 

Black rubber coated, 
#7785 
Retail $570.00 
Sale $492.00 

Underwater 
Camera 

35 mm Hanimex camera will 
survive mud, sand, and waler 
over 100 feet deep! Motor 
advance, built in flash. 
Retail $250.00 
Sale $189.95 

Emergency Air Supply 
Spare air when you need itl Complete system 
In one compact unit. Two cubic feet of air. 
Retail $175.00 
Sale $139.95 

U.S.TECH SCUBA 
All American made 
equipment. ARIS Explor· 
er regulator, ARIS oclo· 
pus, Datacom console 
with depth, pressure, and 
compass, deluxe B-29 
Jackel BCD, and Alumi· 
num 80 K cylinder. 
Retail over $1000.00 
Sale $575.00 

8 x 30 
ureen rubber coated , 
# 771 
Retail $455.00 
Sale $405.00 

I 

7 x 35 
Fieldglasaes,iln90 
Retail $164.00 
Sale $129.95 

Cam mo 
gear bag 

Military spec hardware, 
side pocket, shoulder 
strap, extra thick Car· 
dura Nylon, Darlin zip­
pers. Extra Large. 
Retail $115.00 
Sale $74.95 

Twin Tank Air 
Twin 2 CUFT tanks • four cubic 
feet of air. Complete system in a 
compact unit! 
Retail $245.00 
Sale $179.95 

SNORKELING 
PACKAGE 

Black Graphite open heel 
vented fins, mask with 
tempere d glass, black 
large bore snorkel. 
Retail $125.00 
Sale $74.00 

Mfnl·C Lite 
Fully waterproof light 
with bright Halogen bulb. 
Belt clip attached. Black. 
Uses fourc batteries (Not 
Included). $24.95 

Tekna Light 
T-1970 rechargable di· 
vars light, black. Includes 
charger and landyard. 
$74.95 

Pell can 
Mighty Light. Slightly 
larger than a penlight, yet 
powerlull Clip and built in 
magnet in butt. $8.95 

Seiko 
Professio nal divers 
watch. SPW005. Quartz 
analogluigital displays. 
tested to 500 feet, rota!· 
ing bezel, screw down 
crown, timer, and more. 
Retail $275.00 
Safe $225.00 

Order from U.S. TECH, by mail or phone. Call (312)763-1669 (SOF1 NOW) or send your order to U.S. TECH, 6674 N. Northwest Hwy., Chicago, IL 
60631. We accept Master Card, Visa, Discover Card, American Express, and PAD Icard charge cards by phone. We also accept Money order, Cashiers 
check, or Certi fied check by mail. Include $3.00 shipping for orders under $100.00, $6.00 for orders over $100.00. Caution: You should be trained in 
the use of SCUBA by a qualified instructor. 

·--
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' 
Model #860 $23.95 
Front Opening 
Light Weight - Heavy Duty 
ABS Resin Grip 8 l'.. " 
Black or Red 
3 For $59.95 

Model #840 $23.95 
Front Opening 
Faceted "Autocamping" Grip 
Black, Red or Blue 8 Y, " 
3 For $59.95 

1 . 
Mo~el #111 $29.96 
Sl~k Side Opening 
Lever Action 

~e~J~rs ~~.ik5 7 ~ • 
Model #108 $29, 5 
NatQ Military 
Olive Drab 8" 
3 For $79.95 

ing 8 y,. 
$!39.95 

j 

95 

Model #702 $29.95 
Black Front Opening 
Man Size Grip 8 Y. " 
3 For $69.95 

•Attn. Collectors & Sportsmen: Though legal in parts form, in certain 
areas the completion of these kits may violate certain laws. Please 
check your area before ordering or assembling, as compliance w ith 
any such law is the purchaser's responsiblity. 

-

TH EOG.E COM.P~NY 1 l 
~O. IBo.i 3'2848, Plfoenix, A -1. B5064i ' 
602-952-1'659 I 4 l 

I \ 

' '. I I I I ! \ I 
r--------~~--------~ 
I The Edge Co., P.O. Box 32848-SF7, Phoenix, AZ 85064 

I BefoffJ Oidsring Call For Availability 602-952-1659 
Deslsr Pr{css On Request :!:{liJ 

1

1 

Please Ship The Following Items: 
Model# Qty. __ Model # _____ Qty. __ 

l II ::::: : ~:: ==== :~:: :----- ~:: ==== 
Add $1.50 Per Kit Shipping And Handling - Allow 10 Days Shipping 

I 0 Check or Money Order Enclosed Total $ ___ _ 
0 Visa/MasterCard # Exp. Date -----1 Name ______________________ _ 
Address ______________________ _ 

I City State ____ Zip 

I 1 certify that 1 am over 21 years of age. 
Signature Date -----

1 Not available where prohibited by Jaw. Inquire about special military and 
police waivers and discounts. 

L------------------~ 
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The Cobra Combo Shoulder System , traditionally a best seller, has been newly 
redesigned to add versatility to its line-up of superior quality features. 
The Combo readily converts to a waistband holster in seconds for inside or 
outside carry. Just run your belt through the preangled slide on rear for perfect 
outside carry or attach the swivel strap for concealable inside carry. 

Designed by John Parlante CO G $ 
Send $3.00 for catalog of complete line. BRA UN KIN 

133-30 32 AVE. FLUSHING, NY 11354 (718) 762-8181 
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man ones. Your web gear will also run 
the gauntlet from the fine Israeli issue 
to the much used and worn Rhodesian 
or World War II British. Be prepared to 
improvise. A recommended check list 
for taking with you on an out-of­
country contract would read some­
thing like this: several yards of burlap, 
steel afro-comb, black electrical tape, 
alien wrenches, screwdrivers, a good 
watch and compass, homemade sew­
ing kit with strong carpet thread, jack­
et-size buttons, thimble, good needles, 
leather awl and waxed dental floss, 
several bottles of fresh water purifica­
tion pills, antacid and headache pills, 
something for sore throat and di­
arrhea, a good first-aid kit to include 
sterile needles and thread, and an anti­
biotic. A good dental emergency kit is a 
welcome addition as well as several 
good pens and pocket flashlight with a 
red lens. Be prepared. The chance of 
finding what you need when you need 
it is almost nil. 

Shortly after arrival acquire maps of 
the entire area you will be protecting. 
These are normally available from the 
contractor. Attempt to make an air re­
con if planes or helos are available. 
Check your positions from all angles, 
including from air and outside the 
compound. Keep abreast of all sched­
uling and schedule changes, maintain 
contact with the management and the 
supervisor of the security force. Keep 
informed of all intelligence gathered as 
well as day-to-day changes in the 
routine of the work and security force. 
Install wind flags whenever possible 
and keep them maintained. Whenever 
possible , put out warning devices 
around your positions and keep them 
in good working order. 

Insist on separate radios for each 
team member and whenever possible, 
on separate frequencies or channels 
for your team's use only. If you use 
landline communications, follow your 
ground wire frequently to insure it has 
not been compromised. Make sure 
you always have an ample supply of 
fresh batteries and that your radios are 
always in good operating condition. 
Keep your gear maintained and never 
allow complacency to settle in. 

During what little time you may have 
off (you will be on call 24 hours a day) 
share your military skills with members 
of the security force. 

Due to the current unrest through­
out the world, a condition which is be­
coming cancerous as evidenced by 
each morning's headline, a profession­
al countersniper team has often be­
come a necessity. This team can bring 
about a degree of stability to an other­
wise grim situation, as well as raise the 
morale of the onboard security force 
and work force. We are no longer deal­
ing with trespassers or vandals, we are 
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DUTCHMAN CO._ 
The vanSleek FARFOON 

DISTANT SOUND 
DETECTOR . 
MULTIPLIES 
SOUND 
5000 TIMES 

$148 

® 

The most sophisticated yet developed. Made for profes­
sional hunters to hear approaching animals at a great 
distance. the VanSteek has now been discovered by the 
security industry. On city terrain, sounds leap across 
blocks and streets. Guards are using VanSleek in prison 
yards to listen to convicts. The range of uzes of the 
VanSleek Fartoon is astonishing and satisfaction is 
overwhelming. Receptivity plus. VanSleek is superior to 
direct receiver products .. utilizes a built-in 31/2" 
parabolic dish for Sound Mirror ettect previously only 
found on larger, more expensive units. Convenient size. 
small .enough for use in tight places. Weighs about 2-lbs. 
Solid-state circuitry. Powered by 6 pen-tight batteries for 
increased amplitude. S148.00 postpaid and worth it! 

INFRARED GOGGLES TYPE BINOCULAR AN/PAS-5 

~ 

l MX-991 /U 
) With Filter 

ONLY $347 
POSTPAID 

Lets You See Them ... 
But They Can't See You 

[] Used by U.S. forces in Viet Nam and refine.d by the Israeli 
Army for desert wartare and counter-terronst campaigns. 
Our Israeli contact secured a number of these AN/ PAS· 
s·s They come direct from Israeli storerooms. are in 
excellent condition and are operation-ready. 

ANI PAS-5 INFRARED GOGGLES 

D Now yo" can see them ... but they can 't see you ' You 
blend into the night · vinually INVISIBLE · yet your 
infrared goggles turn night into day. Put the ultimate in 
high-tech on your side. Ideal for surveitance . hunting. 
war games. police work. survival settings, home security. 
urban patrolling ... the applications are endless. 

D These AN/PAS-S's are designed for " hands free" opera­
tion. fit snug and comfortably on your head. Weight 11 -oz. 
Here's what you get: 1) AN/PAS-5 infrared goggle binocu­
lars 2) close-up lens assembly 3) light restriction caps 
4) operating manual 5) mercury battery 6) high impact 
carrying case 7) infrared flashlight filter 8) infrared filter 
for car headlight, spotlight or other high intensity 
flashlights. 5.31\l" diameter 9) MX-991 /U m•litary angle­
head flashlight (light source) with filters and extra bulb 
1 O) adjusting head strap assembly. 

fjiiJ:I POWER~~~~~ 
50,000 VOL TS! 

D Infrared systems can cost SSthousands. Hern is. your 
chance for just 5347.00 postpaid to own a soph1st1cated 
infrared system COMPLETE with every1hing you need for 
operation-goggles. light source. filters. and more' 
Sorry. at these pnces NO credit card or COO's. Money 
orders and bank checks ONLY for this item. 

CARL MARK 1· 

$45 
POSTPAID 

GUN will instantly 
"scramble" an attacker's 
nervous system causing 
immediate -(temporary) 
paralysis! By simply touch­
ing your attacker anywhere 
he will drop helpless even 
through many layers of clo­
thing. But not lethal. 

HOLSTER $5 
Custom design to flt curved grip 

DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
ALLOWS HANDS FREE USE 
Brings In sounds sharp and clear, and In STEREO. This ActlonEar 

sound ampllller allows HANDS FREE operation because the 
entire aparatus - TWO microphones, 9v battery, circuit board 
and earphones - Is bull! Into a comfortable, multl-adjustable 
headband. Like protective shooters earmuffs but oh so much 

more. Each earphone has a volume control and when 
combined with the stereo effect locatlng sources of sounds Is 

unsurpassed - each ActlonEar lets you PINPOINT sound 
source direction! Bullt-ln stereo tape jack standard. Sound 

shut-off circuit standard. High quallty protective 
earphones/earmuffs standard. Revolutlonary design brings 

new freedom In the fleld and In urban situations - hunters 
hall hands free operation for cllmblng, shooting, fishing, 

canoeing, scanning with 
·" blnoculars; pollce and security 
~"' agents recognize low proflle 
advantage - ActlonEars look llke 
Innocent radio headphones whlle 

strolllng down the street, never 
reveallng their snoopablllty. 

Suggested retall $149.95, 

POSTPAID SPECIAL PRICE $118.50 postpaid 
DON'T DELAY ON THIS ONE! 

Because your safety may someday 
depend upon the current avai lable from 
t he battery that powers this unit. You 

r---- . ---- --~----------------------, 
• ORDER TOLL FREEt~J . Th~ .. Dutchman .. • 

MUST equip with a 
rechargeable 9 volt Nickel-Cadmium 
battery! 

11
, 

Charger & Battery set .. 

$16 ~ rechargeable 
battery set 
A..:ft•10 ... o"'"P 'o ' ooor...,., ~ 

:, 1-800•821-5157 " iffi ' Dept. 786 1 

9071 Metcalf Suite 158 1 l Name ____ -"'-----:-~-

1;,~Stree ·~-

:f~tity _...:'_;'' _;~,::;___ _ _,,_.......; ____ _ 
1 

,s,tate· ___ '." ______ Zip. ___ _ 

Overland ~ark. KS 6621.2., 
Please ship , . . . 1 
.:.....:.;::.::.:::..;:_.=..:.;._;;_~~~~~--'--'~~-1 

We Pay,, Shipping 1 



NEW 6 FT. TAKE ·DOWN BLOWGUN 
SURVIVAL WEAPON SILENT POWERFUL 

60-DAY MONEY DEALER 
BACK GUARANTEE NEW SAFETY MOUTHPIECE INQUIRIES WELCOME •· ~ Bore-Lock Cone Darts ..-:-----~ Beaded Darts Broadhead Tips 

$10.00per100 $3.50per 100 $10.00per100 

Selling for $50.00 
in Europe 

U.S. Price $24.98 

(5 free with gun) 

~~ 

Free with each 
Blowgun 

100 Bead Darts 
& 

25 Cone Heads 

You get co mbined: 
2' Bl owgun 

IDEAL 3'12' Blowgun 
GIFT 4'12' Blowgu n 

6' Blowgun 
Don't be fooled by ---------
other's low prices. All for $24.98 
This is the finest plus 125 free darts 

Blowgu n on the market plus carrying tube 

The NEW 4-in-1 Yaqua 6' Take-Down Blowgun combi ned. Through 
modern engineering comes the first blowgun of i ts kind! Super Speed! 
Low Friction! Dart flies out of chamber as never before. Great for hunters, 
backpackers, hikers or any sportsman . Astound friends! Has range up to 
200 ft. Can pierce Y," wood. NOT A TOY, dart is spring steel. Clever kit 
lets you adjust dart for large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber is .40 . . 
Safety mouthpiece is rubber of patented design. Material is camouflaged 
aluminum. Cornes in its own carryi ng tube. Complete with 125 dart kit. 
$24.98 plus $2.00 postage & hand ling. Buy 3 guns, get 500 darts FREE. 
Order by mail from : (PROHIBITED IN CALIFORNIA) 

Midwest Sport Distributors, Inc. 

lucky St. Box 129 F Fayette, Mo. 65248 

FRw?i~t~~~earge VISA, M. C., AM. EXP.& C.O.D. 
TOll FREE 24 HRS.· ORDERS ONl Y 

1·800·248·5128or 1·800·227·1617 ext. 601 
Dealers bu 12 units for only q6s lu s posta e 
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dealing with idealistic fanatics and ter­
rorists. 

If you think the old security methods 
are adequate and will suffice, ask your­
self the question: How much is your life 
worth?~ 

TRUKLAGOON 
Continued from page 49 

passed into distant memory. They'll 
be witness to history stirring the soul 
of the present. ~ 

SERVICE INFORMATION 
Getting There 

Service to the islands from the U.S. 
mainland, Hawaii , Canada or Japan 
is via Continental Airlines/Air Micro­
nesia. Connections via Continental 
can be had from all major cities . In­
formation is available by calling Con­
tinental , toll free , at 1-800-525-0280. 

Where to Stay 
TRUK: Truk Continental Hotel , 

Moen Island, Truk, Eastern Caroline 
Islands 96942. 

YAP: E.S.A. Hotel, P.O. Box 141 , 
Yap, E.C.I. 96943 

PALAU : Nikko Palau Hotel, Koror, 
Palau 96940. 

Where to Dive 
TRUK: Micronesia Aquatics, Clark 

& Chineina Graham, P.O. Box 57, 
Truk, E.C.I. 96942. 

Blue Lagoon Dive Shop, Kimiuo 
Aisek , P.O. Box 429, Moen, Truk 
96942. 

. YAP : Department of Resources & 
Development, Office of Tourism & 
Commerce, Box 36, Yap, Western 
Caroline Islands 96943. 

PALAU : Fish N' Fins Dive Shop, 
Francis Toribiong , P.O. Box 142, 
Koror, Palau 96940. 

MISSION: UGANDA 
Continued from page 65 

outstanding weapon) or, if being discreet 
about the matter , a Browning 9mm pistol. A 
contingency plan existed for the team 's de­
fen se of its accommodation, and at night 
UNLA sold iers from the Demonstration 
Company patrolled the area. 

Petrol was by far the hardest commodity 
to obtain. The petrol point in Jinja Barracks 
operated out of 44-gallon drums with a hand 
pump supplied by CMTT. On occasion 
team members were refused a fi ll but the 
solution was simple: confiscate the hand 
pump and bingo' Instant cooperation . 

CMTT's vehicle pool consisted of a num­
ber of UNLA Land Rovers and two others 
purchased by the Commonwealth and For­
eign Office , and they continually received a 
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Olde Glory Fireworks $50 Order: 1 Free gross Black Ca t 
Bottle Rockets 

Brings Fireworks to Your Door! 
Order Early-Call Toll Free 

1·800·843·8758 or 605·348·7 55 
VISA-Mastercard-Diners Club 

American Express Orders 

Full Color 
Catalogue Available 

Send $1.00 
Ite m Number and Name Dis play Case 
FIRECRACKERS Quantity Price Quantity Price 
1-001 Ladyfingers 40/ 40(7 / 8") . . . 1600 firecrackers $ 6.35 32 parcels $139 .50 
1-003 T-Bornb 80/ 16 (l'/2"") .. 1280 firecrackers 9.90 12 parcels 97 .90 
1-005 Black Cat 40/ 12 (l'/2") _ .. 480 firecrackers 5. 10 32 parcels 115 90 
1-006 Black Cat 40/ 40 ( 11/2' ") . 1600 firecrackers 15.70 10 parcels 121.50 
1-008 M-60 Firecracker. ... 72 in a box 14 .90 20 boxes 210.00 
1-010 Zebra 40/ 50 (1'/2") 2000 firecrackers 16.90 8 parcels 107 . 10 
SMOKE AND NOVEL TIES 
2-001 Smoke Balls . . 6 dozen $ 8.90 20 boxes $129.00 
3 -001 Fun Snaps . . IO boxes 5.70 300 boxes 123 .90 
3 -002 Booby Traps .. 12 boxes 1.90 1440 boxes 189.00 
3-005 Auto Foolers w/ report .. . . . 1 dozen 5.90 60 dozen 239.00 
4-002 Small Tank . 1 dozen 5.90 40 dozen 162.90 
4 -004 Friendship Pagoda. . 2 pieces 2.40 144 pieces 134 .90 
4 -006 Happy Lamp . I dozen 8.40 36 dozen 196.50 
5 -002 Jumping Jacks 48/ 12 _ 576 pieces 11.90 20 parcels 159.90 
5-003 Ground Bloom Flowers , . . . . 3 dozen 5.50 120 dozen 174.50 
5-007 Jack ln the Box Surprise .. . 1 dozen 9.90 15 dozen 111.90 
ROMAN CANDLES 
7-001 5 Ball Roman Candle . . 1 dozen 4.50 24 dozen $ 75.90 
7-002 8 Ball Roman Candle _ . 1 dozen 6.00 12 dozen 60.00 
7-004 10 Ba ll Candle w/report . I dozen 8.50 12 dozen 86.90 
SPA RKLERS AND FOUNTAINS 
6-001 •8 Gold Sparklers. . ... l dz . boxes 3.60 12 dz. boxes 30.25 
6-002 • 10 Gold Sparklers. . . l dz. boxes 5. 10 12 dz . boxes 41.90 
6-004 Large Morning Glory Spkls . 1 gross (144) 10.90 25 gross 190.75 
8 -00 I Chinese 5·· Fountain Asst. .. l dozen 5.90 24 dozen 113.90 
8 -004 n3 Cone Fountain Asst. . l dozen 9. 10 12 dozen 99 .90 
8-006 Royal Flush Cone Asst. .. 2 fountain s 4.90 72 fountains 109.50 
8 -008 Happiness Fountain 1 dozen 5.25 36 dozen 113.90 
MISSILES AND AIRPLANES 
9-00 1 5·· Missile w/ sta rs . . .... l dozen 5 70 36 dozen $155.90 
9-004 Whistling Gemini Missile . . . 2 dozen 6.40 60 dozen 163.90 
9-006 Giant •3 Po Sing Missile . 1 dozen 12.90 24 dozen 241.50 
10-00 1 Satelli te Airplane . 2 dozen 3.60 120 dozen 179.00 
10-004 Small Sunflower . ... 2 dozen 3.60 240 dozen 272 .90 
10-005 Bombing Plane w/ repor! . I dozen 6.90 30 dozen 165.90 
J0-006 Night Flying Plane .. l dozen 6.90 60 dozen 299 .90 
10-008 Gian1 2-Stage Silver Je1. l dozen 16.90 12 dozen 162 .90 
NIGHT DI SPLAY SHELLS 
11 -004 • 100 Golden Palm 
w/ Purple Crown . . . 1 shell 10.50 2 dozen $177.60 
11 -007 '100 Starr Mine . . 1 shell 10.50 2 dozen 177.60 

I hereby state and promise . as a condition of 1his sale. !hat I have complied with 
1he l a\~ . .'s of 1he state of destinaiion o f 1he merchandise and have or will obiain any 
necessary permits required by law and will use or sell said merchandise in stricl com­
pliance wilh all applicable ta\vS. eithe r cit y. state or fede ral. 

I have read and unde rstand tlii s entire form and unders1and tha1 the seller. OLDE 
GLORY Fl REWORKS and the agents of either. shall not be liable in any civil action 
for any accident s or injury during the transportation, handling. storage. sale or use of 
this merchandise and hereby release the above named from a!J liability whaisoever by 
any person or ent ity . I unders1and 1ha1 fireworks are da ngerous and assume all risks 
regarding them I also unders1ancl as a condition of this sale tha i l am over 18 yea rs 
of age . 

NAME 

STREET ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE 

SIGNATURE 

All merchandise ship ped via UPS at $5.00 sh ipping 
and handling rate except CA. MA. NJ_ CT. N H. ME. 

AZ . OK. Alaska and H awaii. 
Call fo r informatio n concerning delivery in these 

states . 
We need your stree l address o r location. 

We cannot ship to post o ffi ce boxes . 
We reserve the right to make substitutions for out ­

of -stock items. 
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$100 Order: Free Bottle Rockets & 
Black Cat 40 / 12 Firecrackers 

$500 Order: Free case of Black Cat 
Bottle Rockets 

Display 
Quantity Price 

Chrysan themum . _ 1 shell 13.50 
11 -0 11 Halley·s Comet Shell . 1 shel l 11.90 
12-001 4 .. Shell Assortment . ... 1 dozen 5.40 
12-003 T Shell Assortment . 1 dozen 15.90 
12-004 48 Shot Color Pearl Shell. . 2 shells 6 .75 
12-006 Kaleidoscope .. . . 2 shells 6.75 
12-007 News Transmitter . . 2 shells 6 .75 
12-009 Saturn Missile. . 2 shells 5.40 
12-0 19 Festival Ball Shell 1 dozen 14 .50 
SKY ROCKETS 
13-001 Chinese Bollie Rocket 
w/report . 1 gross ( 12 dz .) $ 4.90 
13-002 Black Cat Bollie Rocker 
w/ report 1 gross (12 dz) 5.40 
13-004 Whistling Bottle Rocket 
\v /report 1 gross (12 dz) 7.90 
14-002 l oz. Po Sing w/ report 1 dozen 3.50 
14-004 8 oz. Black Cat w/ stars .. l dozen 10.90 
14-005 8 oz. Black Cat w/ report . 1 dozen 10.90 
14-007 Large Chinese Rocket Asst. 1 dozen 5.90 
14-009 Giant Chinese Rocket Asst. . 1 dozen 10.90 
ASSORTMENTS 
15-001 Partytime Assortment . . . Retail Value - $4 1.70 
16-00 1 Safe & Sane Assortment . Reta il Value - $40 .00 
17-001 Shov.tc'ase Assortme nt . . .. Retail Value - $102 .05 
18 -001 Ext ravaganza Assortment .. Retail Va\ue- $207 .55 
19-00 1 "Olde Glory Celebrares 

Independence .. Assortmenl .. Retail Va\ue - $545 .35 

2 dozen 216.00 
2 dozen 189.90 
36 dozen 117.90 
12 dozen 138.90 
80 shells 202 .90 
50 shells 139.20 
80 shells 202 .90 
120 shells 220.50 
15 dozen 155.90 

25 gross $ 89 .90 

25 gross 103.90 

20 gross 117.50 
72 dozen 165.90 
36 dozen 26850 
36 dozen 268 .50 
36 dozen 159 30 
24 dozen 199.90 

Your Price - $25 .00 
Your Price - $22 .50 
Your Price - $50.00 
Your Price - $100 .00 

Your Price - $279.90 

ITEM 
NUMBER 

QUANTITY PRICE TOTAL 
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ANY ORDER SHIPPING AND HANDLING 

SEND CERTIFIED CHECK OR 
MONEY ORDER SF TOTAL 

Olde Glory Fireworks 
Box 2863 

Rapid City, SD 57709 

$5.00 
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NATIONWIDE 

DELUXE 
COLOR CATALOG 

• 
BOTTLE ROCKETS 
with every purchase 

of fireworks 

305-920-6770 
FIREWORKS CO. INC. 

IN FLORIDA 
P.O. BOX 398 DEPT. G-7 
DANIA, FLORIDA 33004 

e 
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HI-POWER MODEL 

PELLET RIFLES "'» 0~e •Single Pump Break Action• Adult Type 
~ •300 Yard Range •5-Year Manufacturer Warranty 

•.177 Cal. (4.5 mm) Lead Air Gun Pellet 

~ 

$32.95* 
Model 83-1 MAGNUM 

Order No. AC-83-1 

$38.95* 
Ext ra 

LEAD PELLETS. 
200 Pell•h p•r box 
10 box81 p•r carton 

Order No . AC-G6263 

* 14.00 Postage & Handling Per Air Rifle 

PER 
CTN. 

• 2000 PELLETS s1.oo 
ORDER BY MAIL FROM: 

MIDWEST SPORT DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
lucky St.reet, Box 129F , Fayette, Mo. 65248 5:.:~~e 

VISA-M.C.-AM EXP• & C.O.D. W~tht~~Jer 
ORDERS ONLY 1-800-248-5128 or 1-800-227-1617 Ext. 601 TOLL-FREE 

24-Haurs 
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severe pounding on the shocking road be­
tween Jinja and Kampala. One particular 
officer became so obsessed with control of 
''his'' vehicle that it became a standing joke 
among the rest of the team. Unfortunately, 
this individual drove like a maniac and his 
abrasive personality eventually ensured that 
no one ever traveled with him. He was re­
ported to have had an apoplectic fit when his 
precious vehicle was written off by two 
WOs on a visit to Mbarara. Neither was 
badly injured and the team sniggered behind 
its collective hand at the zealot's misfor­
tune. His departure from Uganda was cele­
brated royally in the sergeants' mess -
after he left' Regretfully, that's not the 
end of the bad driver stories. Another offi­
cer appeared on the scene during the latter 
part of the team's tour and also proved to be 
a menace on the roads. He too was given the 
same treatment from potential passengers. 
It was later discovered that he had been 
expeditiously "sent down" from his regi­
ment in Germany for drunk driving and was 
awaiting a court-martial. The team was not 
impressed. 

At the same time that CMTT was operat­
ing in the southern part of Uganda, Presi­
dent Obote was burning the candle at both 
ends with a North Korean team of approx­
imately 50 based in Soroti . Some UNLA 
soldiers had attended courses in both camps 
and noted that NK courses contained a 
heavy element of political indoctrination; 
this was not the case at Jinja. It was also 
rumored that the NK advisers were accom­
panying UNLA troops on operations in the 
"Luwero Triangle" against guerrilla forces 
and had taken casualties . CMTT personnel 
were forbidden from entering these oper­
ational areas and did not accompany the 
UNLA on any operations . 

Still another training team was operating 
out of Kampala at the same time, a British­
based security firm called " Falconstar" 
consisting of mainly ex-SAS men who had 
been contracted to train a Ugandan ' 'Special 
Force' ' or bodyguard-type unit of about 300 
men. Special Force troops were easi ly rec­
ognizable in their brown camouflaged uni­
forms. The Uganda Police (UP) also had a 
long-standing training commitment with 
their opposite numbers in Britain. The UP 
were by far the most professional military 
body working in Uganda at the time, and 
their discipline and organizational charac­
teristics left the rest a long way behind. 

Despite the development of very effec­
tive training at SOI, students leaving Jinja 
were not able to practice what they had been 
taught. Apathy and idleness in the UNLA 
were the norm rather than the exception. 
CMTT personnel were not allowed to visit 
UNLA units to see if their graduates were 
carrying out the instruction which was so 
badly needed. The UNLA attempted to 
assist by carrying out a census in early 1983 
to determine exactly how many soldiers it 
owned. This failed dismally due to poor 
organization, but at least GHO was attempt­
ing to disarm as many of its men as it could . 
A system was set up to officially swear 
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~~=====)==~::JIC::J 
EXTENSION $19.95 

FOLDING STOCK $67.95 

FOREND $12 

FITS All T/C PISTOLS, CONVERTING THEM INTO LIGHT, COMPACT RIFLES. YOU MUST HAVE A 16" 
BARREL TO MAKE THEM LEGAL. WE ALSO OFFER BARREL EXTENSIONS TO FIT THE 14" BARREL 
TO MAKE THEM LEGALLY 16". 

TOP-FOLDING STOCK 

SHOTGUN PISTOL GRIP 

F hHiliiiLii ·-== $15.95 

REM 870 · ITHACA 37 • WIN 1200 
RANGER 120 · MOSS 500 
HI-STANDARD 

SIDE FOLDING STOCK KIT 

LLi!liJlL[µ 

$74 
WITH RUBBER RECOIL PAD 
FOR WIN 1200 · RANGER 120 

REM 670 · S&W 3000 • MOSS 500 
COMES WITH FOREND 

(PLEASE SPECIFY) 

10 SHOT MAG EXT $32.00 

MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS 

.s 
7-SHOT 18", BRL. 8 SHOT 20" BRL. 

REM 870/1100 

BROWNING AS $22 
WIN 1200 · S&W 3000 

k?.un~~~: 
EXTENSION 

$15 
REPLACES FACTORY 

BUTIPLATE AND ADDS 
ONE INCH TO LENGTH 

' ~ .,··: !ru1;·-· ;::::== ' · :J 'I 

. I T'\\ AR-15 I M16 
; \ , BUTT STOCK 

OFFHANO NOTCH 3/4" LONGER $30 
ROUND HANOGUARO $24.95 

NEW CANADIAN ARMY 30-RO ZYTEL MAG 512.95 
TELESCOPING ZYTEL MAG STORE LOAOEO 20 YEARS 

OR EXPANO TO 45 ROS. 524.95 

1100SHOWN 
PLASTIC PISTOL GRIP STOCKS FOR SHOTGUNS 

fO $45 
FORENDS FOR SHOTGUNS $9.95 

( 

$ WIN 1200 · RANGER 120 · MOSS 500·600 
BENELLI 45 ITHACA 37 · REM 870 
~~8ctfsAS BLACK PLASTIC FORENDS-MORE CONTROL-NON SLIP 

NO FORENDS REM 1100 FOREND-$20 

QUARTERMASTER 
SALES 

BLACK BALL CAP 

UZI $189.90 
AR 15 $159.90 

MINl-14 $159.90 
H&K $189.90 

FN $209.95 

ARMSON O.E.G. 
FASTEST SIGHT DAY OR NIGHT 

YOU USE BOTH YOUR EYES 
AT THE SAME TIME · JUST PUT THE RED 

DOT ON TARGET AND SHOOT. 

$4.SO EA NEW .22 GROOVED RECEIVER MODELS $74.95 (Day only) 
AVAILABLE FOR SHOTGUNS · CARBINES · ASSAULT 

RIFLES · HANDGUNS 
.22 DAY OR NIGHT $99.95 

NITEX FOLDER 

FOLDING STOCK FOR 
MINl-14 · .30 CARBINE · 10/22 

CARBINE STOCK FITS GI, 
IVER JOH NSON, OR UNIVERSAL 

FOR STAIN LESS MINI $67.95 
$79.95 SPECIFY WHICH FIREARM 

ONE PIECE PISTOL GRIP 
STOCK 

AVAILABLE FOR MINl-14" 
10122· $44.95 

MADE WITH UNBREAKABLE 
DU PONT'~ ZVTEL 

.30 CARBINE 
(G.I. OR UNIVERSAL) 

MINl-14 30 RD MAGS BLUED S14.95 STAINLESS $16.95 

VENTILATED HANDGUARD 
BLACK NON-SLIP RUBBER 

• I I I I 
BLACK PLASTIC 

MINl-14 $8 
10/22 $8 
CARBINE STEEL $8 

EXTENDED 
BUTI PLATE 

$15 

XR-5000 "STUN GUN" 
40,000 VOLTS OF STUNNING POWER 

YOU OR YOUR WIFE NOW CAN DEFEND YOURSELVES AGAINST 
DRUNKS. PCP USERS. MUGGERS, ANIMALS OR ANY KIND OF OF· 
FENDERS WITHOUT DEADLY FORCE ANO ALSO LESS LIABILITY RISK. 

A SHORT 2 OR 3 SECOND BLAST WILL DAZE ANO DROP EVEN THE 
BIGGEST. STRONGEST ATTACKER (EFFECTIVE EVEN WHEN AN AT· 
TACKER JS WEARING A HEAVY LEATH ER JACKET} YET THERE IS NO 
PERMANENT INJURY- GIVING YOU PLENTY OF TIME TO GET AWAY. 

$69.95 Unit WITH FREE NYLON CASE 

$55 EAGLE 
RIFLE CASE 

MADE OF 11·0Z. WATER REPELLENT 
CORDURA NYLON. CLOSED-CELL FOAM PADDING 
FOR MAXIMUM WATER RESISTANCE AND SHOCK 

ABSORBANCY. REINFORCED, WIDE-WEBBED CARRYING HANDLES. 
LARGE FRONT COVER CARGO AND REAR AMMO POUCHES. HEAVY-DUTY 

"YKK" ZIPPERS. COMES IN BLACK OR WOODLAND CAMP. 

SPECIFY WHICH RIFLE OR STOCK 

"THE FINEST IN TACTICAL EQUIPMENT" 

$4.00 Shipping Each Stock 
$2.00 Each Other Items 
SEND S2 FOR 40 PAGE CATALOG 

Please Send Money Order or Cashier's Check 
Call tor Credit Card Orders For Faster Service 

ORDERS 6 TO 6 MST 
1-800-552-0070 EXT. 543 

QUESTIONS 11!-5:30 M-F 
1-505-884-8822 

7201 AVENIOA LA COSTA NE · AL8UOUEROUE. NM 87109 
4609 MENAUL NE · Al8UOUEROUE ·NM 87110 
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soldiers in , give them a regimental number 
and get them on the pay lists . 

In an effort to get at a wider section of the 
UNLA , a subunit-level course was set up in 
a training camp called Kabamba , about 50 
miles southwest of Masaka . This camp's 
once-excellent faci lities were now barely 
adequate for the task. The first courses were 
fairly successful , but later deteriorated due 
to Jack of UNLA support. A most memora­
ble incident occurred when a soldier from a 
"composite company" turned up for train­
ing at Kabamba wearing only a raincoat and 
gumboots claiming it was the only clothing 
he possessed in the world. Amusing as this 
may seem now , it was such frustration 
which CMTI faced every day of a tour. It 
was a hot , dry and dangerous drive from 
Kabamba back to the relative comforts of 
Jinja, but it gave an opportunity for staff to 
see another part of this fascinating country. 

CMTI's original commitment had been 
for six months but this was extended three 
times to give the team an effective life of 
two years. In the short term , CMTI gave 
basic training to approximately 2 ,000 
UNLA soldiers and probably contributed to 
a temporary calm in a troubled country . 
Under difficu lt circumstances they pro­
duced training of a high quality that was 
unfortunately not reinforced by the UNLA. 
In the long term, commitment to the team 
was killed off by contributing countries ' 
dissatisfaction with Obote 's appalling hu­
man rights violations. 

In March 1984 the team was officially 
disbanded , but a small British Military 
Assistance Training Team (BMATI) re­
mained behind to try to continue the work at 
SOI . They were still in Uganda when the 
latest series of disasters erupted. 

Was it all worthwhile? Only history will 
answer that question . But for the 150 or so 
CMTI veterans now scattered all over the 
world , it was a most unusual experience. 
Each one has a different story to tell. Some 
loved every adrenalin-filled minute of it; 
some came away disgusted with the pom­
pous, outdated "colonial masters" attitude 
of the British commanders; some would go 
back to Africa at the slightest excuse. 

Whatever their experience, opportunities 
for service in training teams like CMTI 
don ' t arise every day. If nothing else, it was 
at least a chance to see how some other 
armies work and to decide which ones 
wou ld be worth serving in . .. and which 
ones wouldn ' t. ~ 

BATTLE BLADES 
Continued from page 18 

higher threshold of pain than a human 
and is not intimidated by the sight of its 
own blood. When an animal decides to 
attack you, it comes straight in and stays 
in the fight until its heart pumps air. A 
knife with a blend of properly applied 
length and weight - factors that enable 
leverage and inertia to work to your 

advantage - is just the ticket in this case. 
Happily, the knife that is the best in terms 
of balance and power for defense against 
an animal attack is also the knife that 
delivers yeoman performance when 
called upon to perform heavy cutting 
chores such as building litters or shelter. 

The difference between a combat 
and survival knife, then, is not one of 
size. The length of blade that gives a 
lifesaving advantage in reach to the 
maximum effort fighting knife also im­
parts enough leverage to the weapon 
that even in a light, very fast package 
there is excellent cutting and slashing 
power at hand. A man will dodge and 
weave to avoid being cut, and unlike 
an animal, will often break off an attack 
in the face of inj ury. When man is the 
primary target, reach and speed are 
the prime factors, and blade length is 
crucial. 

The survival knife does not require 
speed as much as it does power. Length 
plus selective placement of weight in a 
survival knife gives tremendous chop­
ping power, and a state-of-the-art surviv­
al knife will chop small trees quite as well 
as will a tomahawk or Boy Scout hatch­
et. It will be fast in the hand, but not as 
quick as a pure fighting knife. But it is 
unfortunate that it will not stack up to the 
knife with the survival balance for all­
around effectiveness. The pure fighter 
will not make the heavy cuts that the 
survival knife is capable of, and if you've 
used both types of knives for an ex­
tended period of time, you will discover 
that the survival knife is the more useful 
all-around knife. In short, the survival 
knife is far more effective in a knife fight 
than a fighting knife is in the wilderness. 

A small knife has its place in the 
scheme of cutlery-related functions, 
but the 4-inch-bladed knives that some 
people carry concealed are a ridiculous 
attempt at carrying a serious edged 
weapon. In proper form, this size knife 
is quite handy and useful under a num­
ber of conditions, but a knife fight is not 
one of them. It is at its best as a general 
camp or utility knife used for light cut­
ting and food preparation and the 
occasional skinning chore. 

Three years ago it came to my atten­
tion that it was entirely legal to carry a 
fixed-blade knife in my home state of 
Texas as long as the knife had a blade 
51/z inches or less in length, was single­
edged, did not have a doubl e­
quillioned guard, and I did not carry it 
inside a liquor store. This description fit 
my small utility knife used for kitchen 
chores and skinning except for the 
blade length. I immediately made a 
hunting knife with a blade that was 
stretched from 4 1/2 to 5 1/2 inches in 
length, and I carried it quite happily for 
one spring and summer. When the fall 
hunting season rolled around, it was a 
different ball game. It just wasn't as 
handy as the smaller blades that it had 
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SCANNER WORLD, USA 
10 New Scotland Ave., Albany, NY 12208 518/436-9606 

13, ~~~{3
50 The Regency Z30 

s\lec s r>.\.. 
30 Channel Automatic/Programmable Scanner 

Z30 FEATURES: 
• 30 Channels- For lull coverage and easy selection. 
• No Crystals Required- Your choice of over 15,000 

frequencies just by pushing a raised type button on 
the keyboard lace. 

• 6 Bands- Covers high and low VHF, UHF and UHF "T" 
plus two FM Ham Bands. 

• Search or Scan - Scan frequencies you have entered or 
search tor exciting new frequencies. 

• Priori ty Con trol- Automatically overrides all other calls 
to listen to your favorite frequency. 

• Alarm Clock- Quartz Clock with p rogrammable alarm. 
• Permanent Backup System-Memory requires no 

Suggested Factory List Price $279. 95 

Sca nner World Special 
REGENCY Z30 

5129.99 
{plus $5.50 shipping each) 

batteries. Capacitor saves frequencies en tered up to Optional Accessories: SQUELCH 
CONTROL 

I 
ON OFF 
SWITCH 

one week during power outage or storage. Cigarette Lighter Plug RGMPC . ' 4.95 
• Dual Level Display-Selec ts brigh tness level of green . • s The Regency Z30 is a compact, programmable 30 

vacuum llourescent d1g1 ta1 display. Z Mobile Bracket - Special . . . 5.99 h 
1 

It· b d FM ·t · r for seat 
• Channel Lockout-Skips channe ls not of curren t in terest. . . C anne , mu I an ' moni Or receive U 
• scan Delay- Lets you set a delay so that replies to calls home or on the road. It 1s double conversion, super heterodyne used to receive the narrow band 

will be heard before scanning resumes. FM communications in the amateur, publ ic safety and bus iness bands: 30-50, 144-174, and 
•Display Messages- Display flashes verbal messages to 440-512 MHz. Size 103/.t "Wx2-7/8" Hx8-3/8" D. 

aid in programming. . . . Sophisticated microprocess-controlled circuitry el iminates the need for crys~als , instead, the 
• Ex te rnal Antenna Jack- Permits maximum receot10n frequency for each channel is programmed through the numbered keyboard s1m1lar to the one 
• External Speaker Jack- Standard connection allows do telephone A " beep" acknowledges contact each time a key is touched. The Z30 scans 

use ol external speaker. use n a . 
•AC or DC-Use at home or on the go. AC Home Power approximately 15 channels per second. . . 

cord included. Any combination of two to thirty. channels can be scanned automatically, or the unit can.be 
• Telescop ing Antenna-Electronically optimized tor all set on manual for continuous monitoring of any one channel. In add1 t1on, the search funct ion 

frequencies. included. . . locates unknown frequencies wi thin a band. . 
•UL Listed/FCC Cert i fied Assurance of quality, Ame,,can Other features include scan delay, priority and a bright/dim switch to control the brightness of 

made design and manufac turer. made in USA. the 9-digit Vacuum-Fluorescent display. The Z30 can be operated on ei ther 120 VAC or 12 VDC. 
Includes one year warranty from Regency Electronics (optional 3 yr extended warranty only $35, 
gives you a total of 4 yrs complete warranty or 2 yr extended warranty only $25, gives you a total 
of 3 yrs complete warranty.) 

REGENCY HX1200 
Digital programmable 45 channel hand·held Scanner. Fre· 
quency coverage 30-50MHz, 118-136MHz. 144-174MHz. 
40&420MHz. 440-512MHz. Covers public service bands 
olus Aircraft. Has priority, search, lockout, scan plus 
much more. Package includes HX1200, AC chargeri 
3dapter, ni·cad batterv. carrv case. rubber antenna and 90 
.Jay /actory warranty. - *216 99 
; omplete package only.... . • (6.50 shipping) 

(3 year extended warranty only $35.00. 2 year $25.00) .... . . 
BEARCAT SOXL Programmable Hand-Held . . . . .. 124.99 ( 5.001 
AD100U AC Adapter/Charger for 50 XL . . . ..... 12.95 ( ·I 
BPSO Ni-Cad Battery Pack /or50XL . . . . 9.99 ( "I 
BEARCAT 180 AC Digital Scanner. . 159.99 ( 5.001 
BEARCAT 140 AC Programmable Scanner . . .. 94.99 ( 5.001 
BEARCAT 145XL AC Programmable Scanner. . . . 104.99 ( 5.001 
BEARCAT 175XL AC Digi tal Scanner . . ....... 159.99 ( 5.001 
BEARCAT 100XL Digital Hand-held. . .... 199.99 ( 6.501 
BEARCAT 210XW AC/DC Digital Scanner . . ... 199.99 ( 6.501 
BEARCAT 15 AC/DC Crystal Scanner . . .... 99.99 ( 5.001 
BEARCAT 20/20 AC/DC Dig ital Scanner .. . . . .. 229.99 ( 5.501 
BEARCAT 260 AC/DC Digital Scanner. . .... 219.99 ( 6.001 
BEARCAT 300 AC/DC Digital Scanner. . . . 239.99 ( 7.001 
BEARCAT 800 XLT AC/DC Digital Scanner. . 319.99 ( 6.00) 
BEARCAT OX-1000 Shortwave Receiver. . . 439.99 (12.00) 
REGENCY HX-1200 Digital Hand-held 45 Channel .. . 216.99 ( 6.50) 
REGENCY MA·257 Cigarette cord fo r HXl000/1200 . . . 16.99 ( " ) 
REGENCY MA·917 Ni-cad Battery for HX1000/1200 . .. 24.99 ( ") 
REGENCY HX-CASE Hvy Leath. case /o r HX1000/1200 34.99 ( ") 
REGENCY MA·256 Drop in charger for HX1000/1200 .. 69.99 ( 3.50) 
REGENCY R·1060 Programmable 10 chan. AC Scanner 94.99 ( 5.00) 
REGENCY HX-2000 Digital Hand-Held ... . .. . . .. .. 299.99 ( 6.50) 
REGENCY MX-3000 AC/DC Digital Scanner . ... ... . 198.99 ( 6.50) 
REGENCY MX-4000 AC/DC Digital Scanner ..... .. . 319.99 ( 6.50) 
REGENCY MX-5000 AC/DC Digital Scanner . . . . . . . 329.99 ( 6.50) 
REGENCY MX-7000 AC/DC Digi tal Scanner . . .. .. 399.99 ( 7.00) 
REGENCY Z-30 AC/DC Digital Scanner . . .. 129.99 ( 5.50) 
REGENCY z.45 AC/DC Dig ital Scanner .... . .... 159.99 ( 5.00) 
REGENCY Z-60 AC/DC Dig ita l Scanner . . .... 178.99 ( 5.50) 
Mobile Mounting Bracket /or Z Scanners . . ....... 5.99 ( · ) 
REGENCY 0-810 AC Digital Scanner. . .. . ... 176.99 ( 5.50) 
REGENCY ACT-R-1 06 AC/DC Crys. Scanner .. . .. .. .. 96.99 ( 4.50) 
REGENCY ACT·R-1 AC/DC Crys. Single Channel . . . .. 75.99 ( 4.00) 
REGENCY RH·256 High Band Transceiver ......... 399.99 ( 7.75) 
REGENCY UC 102 Hi-VHF Hand Transceiver . ...... 119.99 ( 5.50) 
REGENCY RU150B UHF Transceiver .. . . . ... . . .. . 439.99 ( 7.75) 
Boal< " Top Secret Registry o/ Gov't Freuency" .... . . 12.95 ( " ) 
Boal< " Covert Intelligence, Electronic Eavesdropping" . 6.95 ( "I 
Book " Betty Bearcat Frequency Directo ry" ......... 14.95 ( ") 
Boal< " Rail Scan Directory" . . . ......... .. .. . .. . 7.95 ( ") 
Boal< " Air Scan Directory" ... .. . ....... .. . .... . . 12.95 ( ") 
RCD MRP-1 Single Channel Hand-Held . . ..• .•... ... 38.99 ( 3.00) 
,J IL SX·200 AC/DC Digital Scanner . . .. .. . . . .•... . . 158.99 ( 6.75) 
JIL SX-400 DC Digital Scanner. . . .. 399.99 (12.00) 
FANON M6HLU DC Crystal Scanner. . .. 99.99 ( 4.00) 
FANON PSK·1 AC Adapted fo r M8HLU . . . . . . 12.99 ( ") 
FANON Sllm-8 HLU Crystal Hand-held Scanner . 103.99 ( 4.00) 
FOX BMP-1060 AC/DC Digital Scanner . 149.99 ( 5.50) 
FOX Mounting Bracket /or BMP-1 060. . . . . . 9.99 ( ") 
WHISTLER Spectrum Radar Detecto r ....... . ..... 199.99 ( 5.00) 
WHISTLER Remote Spectrum Radar Detecto r ... . .. 199.99 ( 5.00) 
ANT·1 Magnet Mount Mobile Scanner Antenna . . 29.99 ( 3.00) 
ANT-8 Base Scanner Antenna w/50' cable. . . . . . . 29.99 ( 3.001 

EXTENDED WARRANTY PROGRAM 
2 EXTRA YEARS - ONLY $25.00 

Scanner World is pleased to o/fer extended warrant~ 
protection on your scanner purchases. For a one time 
charge of only $35.00, we will provide you with 3 addi· 
tional years of warran ty protection after your original 
warranty expires. Extended warranty program is avail· 
able tor all types of electronics such as two-way radios. 
scanners, TVs, VCR, 35mm cameras, personal com· 
puters, CBs, radar detectors. stereo equipment, etc. 
Scanner World can offer this program to all customers, 
even if product was not ourchased from Scanner World. 
All we need is a copy of your invoice showing purchas~ 
within las t 30 days. For more information and rates, refer 
to our 1985 Win ter Catalogue or drc,p us a no te. 

-u~n 
Bearca~ =cww 

-c;\&\ 
spe $239.99 (7.00 shipping) 

50 Channels - Mobile/Base 
Features include simple raised button keyboard pro­
gramming o/ the following frequency ranges: 32-50 
MHz, 118-136 M Hz, 144-174 M Hz, 421-512 M Hz. 
Vacuum flourescent d ipslay, dim con lrol , priority, 
count tran smissions, non-volatile memory retains 
memory without power back-up, automatic search. 
scan speed control , automatic search, scan delay, 
lockout, service sea rch, automatic squelch , 
crystalless, digi tal clock, external speaker & tape jack, 
auxiliary equ ipment contro l, plus much more. Bu ilt in· 
side the rugged metal cabinet. Includes AC & DC 
cords , te lescopic antenna, mobile mounti ng ki t , and 
one year factory warrantee on the Bearca t 300 fo r onl y 
$239.99 and $7.00 shipping. (Opt ional extended warran­
ty: 3 years $35, or 2 years $25.1 

Ben heat- 100 XL 
S199.99 (6.50 shipping) Handheld digital programmable, no 
orystal portable scanner. 16 channels, search feature, plus 
71ore ! Frequency range: 30-50, 118-174, 406-512 MHz. In· 
:luded in the package is a flexible rubber antenna, earphone, 
battery charger/AC adapler, 6 AA Ni-Cad rechargeable bal­
teries and a heavy duty carry case. All for the low price of: 

5199.99 (6.50 shipping) 
(3 year extended warranty only $35.00, 2 year $25.00) 

REGENCY RH-256 B 
PROGRAMMABLE TRANSCEIVER 

R~ l- 256B Tran sceiver, 16 channel 12 VDC 2·way Radio 
fully programmable in transmit and receive mode. In· 
el udes built -in CTCSS tones /or encode/decode, time­
out timer, scan delay, 25 watts transmit power, priority, 
plus more. Frequency spread as shipped 157-158 MHz. 
Package includes mobile mike. bracket. mobile antenna. 
and all cables and instructions for installation. Special 
package deal only: $399.99 (7.75 shipping) 

(2 year extended warranty $49.00 - 3 year $69.00) 

ORDERING INFORMATION 
Call (518) 436-9606 to place orders by phone or mail orders 
to Scanner World, 10 New Scotland Av., Albany, NY 12208. 
Orders will be shipped same day received by United Parcel 
Service. Scanner World accepts VISA, MasterCard (COD 
shipments by United Parcel w ill be for cash or certi/ ied 
checks only). Mail orders with personal or business 
checks will be held 4 weeks /or bank clearance. Orders 
with cashiers checks or money orders shipped same day 
received. Prices, speci/ications and terms subject to 
change without prior notice. If items are out of stock we 
wi ll backorder and notify you of delivery date. All 
shipments are F.O.B. Scanner World warehouse in Albany, 
NY. We are not responsib le lor typographical errors. All 
merchandise carries full manufacturers warranty. Bid Pro­
posals and Purchase orders accepted from Government 
agencies. Free lull line catalogue available upon request. 
No minimum order. New Yori< State Residents add 7% 
sales tax. 

SHIPPING CHARGES 
(*) Add (S) per scanner, and $3.0IJ* for all accessories 
ordered at same time. C.0 .D. shipments will be charged 
an additional S3.00 per package. Full insurance is included 
in shipping charges. All orders are shipped by United 
Parcel Service. Shipping charges are for continental USA 
only. Outside of continental USA, ask for shipping charge 
per scanner. 

Scanner World, USA 
10 New Scotland Ave. , Albany, NY 12208 

(518) 436-9606 



($14.95 
Value) 

THE POSTERS 
THAT SAY IT ALL! 
Full Color 22 x 30 
ORDER TWO OR MORE POSTERS 
AND GET THIS HISTORICAL 
COLT .45 COLOR PRINT FREE. 

Send Check, Cash, or Money Order 

Add $1. for Shipping and Handling 

TO: PENTHOUSE STUDIOS 

220 Fifth Avenue Suite 2004 
New York, NY J 000 J 
Check Pastern A D B D C D 

Name ---------------- ---------------------· 

Add. -------------------------------------

City, State, Zip -------------------------------

TIFFANY SAYS: 
AD ·Before I lose My .38's /'II lose lhe Shirl off my Bock. " 

B D "Before I lose ii /'II Use ii.'. 
C O .. Before I Lose My Right lo Bear Arms, 
I'll lose the Shirt off my Back.'. 

ORDER NOW! OFFER LIMITED! 
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replaced. When I started skinning 
deer, I knew that the 5 1/2-inch blade 
was a mistake, for it simply did not 
work as well as the same blade shape 
an inch shorter. 

Experience has shown that in a sur­
vival situation, skinning is one chore 
that is not as common as many people 
think. In fact, it is probably the least 
common chore that is performed in 
most hunting camps. While a 9 1/2-inch 
blade will handle skinning chores, the 
man who tries to build a shelter with a 
4 1/2-inch blade is going to find rough 
sledding. If I can have one knife as a 
tool or weapon in a survival or combat 
situation, mine will have a blade be­
tween 9 and 10 inches in length. If you 
never need a combat or survival blade, 
you will be better served with a smaller 
implement that has a blade Jess than 5 
inches long. 

Knives with long blades work as well 
as small ones. Both have their applica­
tions, and I carry both. My 9%-inch 
bowie knife does exceptionally well in 
the combat and survival arena and my 
small utility knife is great for common 
camp chores. With these two knives I 
can address any cutlery requirement 
that may arise in the realm of combat, 
survival or general camp use. ~ 

PROPAGANDA 
Continued from page 79 

different messages and vignettes on the re­
verse . There are about a dozen different 
varieties, some with one flag, some with as 
many as five or seven. On the reverse , some 
are signed by Nguyen Yan Thieu , others by 
Nguyen Cao Ky. A few of the leaflets have a 
photograph of a Vietnamese trooper point­
ing the way to a communist guerrilla. On 
others, a cartoonlike drawing shows a gov­
ernment soldier walking with his arm 
around a pajama-clad Viet Cong. 

These leaflets were probably the most 
common printed propaganda of the war. 
They were used for practically the entire 
duration and are so common that they reg­
ularly show up at military and gun shows 
around the country. 

What about these days of " peace" ? In 
the Falklands, the British first dropped safe­
conduct passes on Argentine troops occupy­
ing the islands. The English-Spanish leaflet 
declared: "Instructions to British Forces. 
The soldier who bears this pass has sig­
nalled his desire to cease fighting. He is to 
be treated strictly in accordance with the 
Geneva Convention and is to be evacuated 
from the area of operations as soon as possi­
ble. He is to be given food and medical 
treatment if he requires it and is then to be 
held in a place of shelter to await repatria­
tion. Signed: J.F. Woodward, Rear Admi­
ral, Commander, British Forces." 

During the 1982 Israeli invasion of Leba­
non, leaflets were dropped on Syrian troops 

THEY NEED 
YOUR HELP 

Soldiers go into combat with worn·out boots. 
thin socks. no cleaning gear for their rifles. 
no poncho or poncho liner against torrential 
rains and worn·ou t web gear. They' re troop· 
ers in the Salvadoran. Army and Nicaraguan 
freedom fighters. Being brave, tough and 
willing isn ' t good enough without basic 
equipment. They need: 

Combat Boots 
Boot Socks • Uniforms 

Cammie, fatigue or khaki (medium and small 
ONLY: These people are sma l l ) 

Rifle I MG Cleaning Gear 
Web Equipment 

(pistol belts, LBE suspenders, pouches for 30·r. 
M 16 magazines, ca n teens, canteen covers. etc.) 

Lensatic Compasses 
Ponchos I Poncho Liners 

Field Jackets • K·Bar Knives 
Field Dressings 

Send lhe above equipment or your cash dona­
tion lo: 

EL SALVADOR/ 
NICARAGUA 

DEFENSE FUND 
c Io Soldier of fortune 

Altn: Mr. Donald 

UPS: U.S. MAIL: 
5735 Arapahoe P.O. Box 693 
Boulder. CO 80303 Boulder, CO 80306 

Please include a packing li st and name o f donor 
with a ll donations. Also, indicate whether or nol 
you would like lhis info rm ation printed. 
Donation s not ta:\ deductible. (We haven' t convinced the IKS t hat 
kill i ng communist is a "'charitable or educational'" activity.) 

we·r1 sec that they get to the fig hti 119 units that arc ddcnding 
your and o ur freedo m . Do it NOW and pass the word l o your 
friends. 

STUN! 
STAGGER! 
STOP! 
Any assailant with 
instant protection 
telescoping steel 
coils. 

Original patent made in West 
Germany. Gun blued. Flexible 
steel coils extend instantly 
with a flick of the wrist. 
SPECIFICATIONS: 

BLITZ: 5Ve" closed, 13V4" 
open, 5V2 oz. 
SIPO: 6" closed, 16" 
open, 10 oz. 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

BLITZ: $10 9Ptus 2.00 

palm sized 
with 

Includes 
pocket 
clip & 
hand 
strap 

SIPO: $19 9Ptu:~1.~~ 1~~1PPING"'liilii1:i:-.iii 
TO ORDER: Send check or money order to -

IN CD ~~1~"~~~~~~"~;~ 
P.O. Box 3111 Dept. SOF B(7) 
Burbank. CA 91504 
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STOP MUGGING AND BUGGING 

DUG DUSTER 
This miniature handheld Bug Buster 
detects sneaky hidden bugs that can 
invade your privacy. You 've got 
nothing to hide? Your competitors 
may think differently. $ 395•00 
ACTUAL ITEM NOT SHOWN. 

BRIEFCASE RECORDER 
ELECTRONIC MEMORY 
Carry this ordinary executive brief­
case anywhere. Flip down the handle 
and it automatically begins recording 
without being opened. The Electronic 
Memory gives you three incredible 
hours of crystal clear recording and 
can be carried inconspicuously 
everywhere. $449.00 

DU LLET PROOF 
SPORTS JACKET 

It looks like an ordinary suit jacket. 
But it stops most handguns. Light­
weight enough to wear all day ... yet 
strong enough to save a life . (Specify 
small , medium or large) 

$399.00 
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MUGGER STOPPER 
Flash this at an oncoming attacker. 
The sudden burst of light will stop 
him and give you time to escape. 
This non harmful , non lethal protec­
tion system can save your life. Not 
only for women, but for home 
owners, city dwellers, and business 
people traveling to " unfriendly" 
neighborhoods. $89.95 

SECURE TEXTEL 
POCKET ENCRYPTION 

COMMUNICATOR 
Wherever you are, type up to five 
pages on this incredible palm-sized 
keyboard . Your message can be 
instantly transmitted over the tele­
phone anywhere in the world. Encryp­
tion feature assures that the silent 
message cannot be intercepted by 
eavesdroppers. This is the private 
communications system of the 
future ... today! $1,500.00 each 

To order fill in the coupon below. 

VOICE STRESS 
ANALYZER MODEL 22 
Find out who's lying. It's as simple as 
turning on the Voice Stress Analyzer 
Model 22 . This invaluable tool can 
be applied in business and personal 
affairs and can easily travel wherever 
you go . $1,950.00 

EAVESDROPPER 
DETECTOR 

Telephone wiretaps are impossible to 
locate visually. Let the Eavesdropper 
Detector do it for you 24 hours a day. 
It automatically records the wiretap­
per and both sides of your conversa­
tion for irrefutable proof. $499.00 

Special prices good only when 
Money orders or credit cards only. accompanied by this ad. 
Add $4. 50 for postage and handling. Effective lhrongb July 30, 1986. 

Ices COUNTER-SPY SHOP 633Thirct Ave .. New vo;k, NY-10011- - "'Wrl 
I Name (212) 697-8140 I 

I Address __________________________ _ 

I 
I Phone ________ Signature. _______________ _ 

I ltem(s)·--------------------------
1 ~ Money Order © COPYR\GHTCCS 1986 

I ~ Major Credit Card, Number, Exp. Date-------------
'- - - - - - - - - - - - -
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NIGHT VISION EQUIPMENT 

VARO 

AUTHORIZED DISTRIBUTOR 
FACTORY NEW EQUIPMENT 

DIRECT TO YOU FROM THE MANUFACTURER 
VARO IS A PRIME CONTRACTOR FOR THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FOR NIGHN ISION EQUIPMENT. AND HAS BEEN FOR 
OVER 27 YEARS. VARO WAS RECENTLY AWARDED A CONTRACT FOR 104.000 PIECES OF NIGHNISION EQUIPMENT BY 
THE DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE FOR S527.000.000. VARO HAS THE HIGHEST QUALITY CONTROL STANDARDS OF ANY 
NIGHNISION EQUIPMENT MANUFACTURER. WE WELCOME INQUIRIES FROM LAW ENFORCEMENT. DEALERS. EXPORTERS. AND 
PRIVATE CITIZENS. PLEASE INCLUDE S2.00 TO COVER COST OF MATERIALS AND POSTAGE WHEN REQUESTING LITERATURE. 

LIGHTNING BUG INFRARED MARKING DEVICES .... ..... ......... ....... .... ........ ....... ... ... 555.00 
LASER GUNSIGHT ... .. ...................................... .. ..................... ............... $495.00 
COLD STEEL KNIVES 
TANTO .. $125.00 IMPERIAL TANTO ... $495.00 MASTER TANTO ..................... $169.95 
OUTDOORSMAN .................. $125.00 URBAN PAL .................................. $24.95 URBAN SKINNER.... .. ... $49.95 
QUICK DRAW SHEATH ....... .$15.00 TERMINATOR ............................ $69.95 

STEINER BINOCULARS 
4 x 24 NATO RIFLE SCOPE .................................................... $399.00 24 x 80 MILITARY FIELD TELESCOPE ............. $350.00 
8 x 30 PILOT.. ...................................................................................... S99.00 6 x 30 MILITARY MARINE. .. .................................. $125.00 
7 x 50 PILOT.......... . .. ............. S175.00 15 x 80 MILITARY COMBAT ................................................ $525.00 
8 x 30 MILITARY MARINE ..................................................... $120.00 15 x 80 COMMANDER ..................... .................................... $550.00 
7 x 35 MILITARY MARINE .......................................................... $135.00 12 x 50 EC CENTERFOCUS .................................................... $135.00 
7 x 35 COMMANDER........... . ...................................... $250.00 10 x 50 PILOT .................................................................................. $190.00 
7 x 50 COMMANDER.... .. ............................................... $399.00 7 x 35 PILOT.... .. ............... $135.00 
7 x 50 MILITARY MARINE ... .................................................. $230.00 8 x 30 MILITARY MARINE...... . ........... $120.00 
10 x 50 MILITARY MARINE ................... ....................... $230.00 7 x 50 ADMIRAL WATERPROOF .... ........... .................. $325.00 

APOLLO OPTICS HIGHEST QUALITY JAPANESE OPTICS 
8015 ... 8 x 21 ROOF PRISM COMPACT BINOCULARS .. - .... - ......................................... -........................... $55.00 
8115 ... 8 x 21 GREEN ARMOR ROOF PRISM COMPACT BINOCULARS ... -............. .. .................. - ....... - ....................... _.............. .. ................... $60.00 
6219 .• 6 x 21 BLACK ARMOR ROOF PRISM COMPACT BINOCULARS. ............... .............................................................. .. ............ $60.00 
8301-6 x 21 WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE ARMOR ROOF PRISM COMPACT BINOCULARS ....... ................ - .... --.. - ..... _ .......... _ ..................................... $60.00 
6435 ... 10 x 25 BLACK RUBBER ARMOR ROOF PRISM COMPACT BINOCULARS ................... _ .. _ ... _ .... - ......... -------·--.... --.... - .. _ .......................... $70.00 
6436 . ..10 x 25 WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE RUBBER ARMOR ROOF PRISM COMPACT BINOCULARS........... .. .............. $70.00 
7 x 50 or 10 x 50 RUBBER ARMOR BINOCULARS - GREEN. BLACK. CAMOUFLAGE..... .. ...... $60.00 
ALL 6 OR 10 POWER RUBBER ARMOR MONOCULARS - GREEN. BLACK. CAMOUFLAGE........ ................................... .. .... $32.00 

FREE CASES INCLUDED WITH ALL APOLLO OPTICS 

NORTH AMERICAN SPECIALTIES 
P. 0 . BOX 3431 • NEWPORT BEACH. CA. 92663 • 714-979-4867 • PHONE HOURS: 8om - 5 pm MON-FRI 

TERMS: Certified Check or Money Order fo r same day shipping. Personal checks held 14 days - please include correct amount for shipping. 
Colifo rnla Residents must Include 6% sa les ta x or tax exemption certllicote . We ship UPS C.O.D. - We accept Moster Card and Visa (Add 3%) 

THE ULTIMATE 
Sling-Shot 

SURVIVOR KNIFE 
Incredible survival 
Knife Kit contains 
everything you 
need to survive . 

Our Price Only 
Special 

2 For '55 

29 FEATURES IN ALL 

. $29 95 Plus '2.00 All This For Only · • Postage & Hondllng 
Order No. V70A (O rlve G rHn) Order No. V 705 (Black) 

I. JO'!." o verall length b la de. 2 . S'/ , " le ngth chromium vanadium 
molybdenum 1toin/o u 1te el. w ith 1ow teeth . 3 . Anodlt.ed handle . A. 
With hollow. 5. Fo r rho 1urvivol kit . block cop with compou. 6 . And 
subjectio n bond . 7. The handle kit is inside o ca p tule printed wllh 
MORSE CODE . 8 . Wate r-p roof ond wind-p roof phosphorus motchH 
togethe r a striker. 9 . Adhesive drenings On the second one there 
ore 1ome adhesive opplicotio ns . 10 . A small scopo l. 11 . A lighter 
flint. 12. A pencil. 13. Noodle nylon line. IA. Safe ty p ins. 15. Fishing 
occusories with fish hooks , fishing line ond slnken. 16. The rigid 

sheath. 17. Polyomlde mode with belt hanger . 18. Hove the 
follo w ing portlculon: Plloble fork fo r sllng1hot . 19. Clipper wire· 
cutter and tcrewdrlver on the leg. 20. Sharpening •tone . 21. Inside 
the Sheath. on• s tainleu steel small box w ith o s ig na l mirror. 22. 
latex tubH. 23. To compose the slingshot ond o fishing harpoon. 2A. 
With subjectio n bond conopener. 25. Screwdriver. 26. Cop lilter . 27. 
And 1hodd o w rench. 28. Whistle. 29. Wirosow: Two bon fo r the 
sow flt on the out.Ide of the handle. Ord er by moil f rom: 

FREE 
56-Pago 
Cotalog 

With Orde r 

Midwest Sport Distributors, Inc. 
VISA, M.C., AM. EXP. & C.O.D. 

TOLL FREE0!~·!':~:."1, 1-800-248-5128 or 1-800-227-1617 (Ext. &01) 
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Lucky Street 
Box129F 

Fayette, Mo. 
65248 

with a map showing escape routes left open 
and the text: " We have no intention of fight­
ing the Syrian army and for this reason we 
have issued orders to allow you and your 
forces to leave Beirut without any hindrance 
and annoyance. ' ' The leaflet was signed by 
Israeli Major General Amir Drori. 

Propaganda's paper bullets have been 
fired in every modem conflict to break the 
enemy 's will to fight. These leaflets have 
not always worked , but enough troops have 
laid down their weapons and come across no 
man 's land holding them high in the air to 
make their continuing production worth­
while.~ 

ISLAND FIGHTING 
Continued from page 45 

another. Prisoner interrogations 
consistently revealed the use of a 
common code-name by the NPA to 
describe its murders: Operation Linis -
"clean" or "cleanse." The mindset of 
the NPA was clear - kill anyone who 
might get in the way of the revolution. 

Packing up our find of documents, 
we burned the NPA camp into charred 
ruins and moved after the former 
occupants. The going was typically 
tough and exhausting. Dripping after 
another day of walking, we reached the 
outskirts of another village as darkness 
settled in. 

Skirting carefully around it, we 
crossed the adjacent river upstream, 
then cased the area. A team 
reconnoitered as the rest of us sprawled 
on the ground, hidden by high grass. 
Overhead, coconut palms were 
silhouetted against a half-moon and 
more stars were out than I can 
remember ever seeing. 

An hour later, with the scout party 
back, we moved quietly into the village. 
Again, there were some 200 inhabitants 
living in some 35 dwellings. Informants 
told us the NPA had been there earlier 
but left quickly. We camped and 
planned our next move. 

The patrol was now traveling north, 
heading for a linkup. The battalion CP 
had relocated and was pushing south 
with another force, ready to reinforce 
us in case we got our teeth into the 
guerrillas. The informants' observations 
indicated that the NPA had split into 
two groups. Figures of 50-100 were the 
most common enemy strength 
estimates among our informers. 

Dawn found us once again on the 
move. Nobody had any proof, but we 
all knew we were being shadowed. You 
can feel the strange presence. Sure 
enough, several figures broke out of the 
foliage provoking a quick exchange of 
fire. 

We cut away to the high ground, 
constantly alert. For hours we moved 
this way, plunging down, clinging to 
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TheSOURCE-------------------------------­
S()l .. HIEll 01~ l~()ll'I1UNE 
ANNOUNCES 

The MILITARY EXCHANGE 

The FORCE----------..._ ______ _ 

behind YOUR source for ALL military colle ctibles. 

BUY • SELL • TRADE 

MX has it all, including: 

•UNIFORMS 
•FIREARMS 
•SURPLUS 
•BOOKS 
•GEAR & KIT 
•VEHICLES 
•AIRCRAFT PLUS MUCH MORE! 

MX is the ONLY military enthusiast's shopping guide you'll ever need. Each month 
MX brings you hundreds of bargains you won't want to pass up. Buying or selling, 
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vines to slow our descent, then scaling 
up to another stretch of rise. Suddenly, 
one of the downward treks ended in 
flat ground. A small group of huts, less 
than a village, a sitio, stood amid some 
scattered rice fields. 

As usual, the inhabitants were 
friendly. A woman offered me a greasy 
cup of water and, as I grasped it, all 
hell broke loose. 

From the high ground to our front 
came the rattle of M14 fire, then a 
crescendo from the right flank as troops 
scrambled for cover. For a moment it 
appeared we had fallen into a perfect 
L-shaped ambush. Uncertainty flickered 
through our mihds as our soldiers 
glanced anxiously at each other. 

More firing snapped across our flank, 
but still no one had been hit. Quick 
examination determined that the noise 
in that quarter was not the enemy, 
rather it was our own rear guard 
responding to the firing directed at it. 
One less threat to worry about. 

To our front, hostile figures ran 
across a rise. The whole incident was 
trancelike; everything was in slow 
motion. Our machine-gunner broke the 
spell. Opening up with his M60, he 
blasted away at the NPA while the rest 
of the patrol followed his lead by 
sending out a "mad minute" of 
firepower, shooting in a 360-degree arc. 
The only silent weapon on the line was 
the 90mm. 

A man appeared at the door of the 
hut behind me. The soldiers motioned 
to him to take cover which he quickly 
did, sprinting from the door with five 
children clinging to him, three on his 
back, and his wife in tow. They 
tumbled into a ravine for shelter, certain 
their thatched dwelling would be the 
next target when the enemy started to 
shoot back. 

But the NPA figured we were too 
strong to rush, so they dashed for 
safety while a hail of ordnance 
blanketed their slope. M203 rounds 
escorted them to cover. 

Obviously someone in the village was 
collaborating with the NPA. One of the 
angry intelligence personnel grabbed 
the arm of the farmer he had been 
questioning when the firing started and 
towed him off to the patrol leader for 
interrogation. No one harmed him, but 
his lack of surprise during the encounter 
told the story. He wasn't NPA, but he 
hadn' t told the patrol all he knew, 
either. 

Shaking, the man bowed his head 
and recounted the typical peasant's 
dilemma in guerrilla war. An NPA 
group had been in the sitio the previous 
day, he confessed; another, quite large, 
maybe 60, had passed by early that 
morning. He had said nothing for fear 
they would return and kill him. His 
confession accepted, the farmer was 
released. 

The troops turned their attention 
elsewhere, curiously examining the 
gouges left by the bullets which struck 
next to one position. Once again, our 
patrol escaped wthout a scratch. Stories 
were swapped about how silly we had 
all looked crawling on our bellies 
attempting to find cover. When the 
joking died down we all drank fresh 
coconut juice and used coconut oil to 
clean weapons. 

The second NPA ambush of the day 
was as sloppy as the first, sprung too 
soon when it appeared the patrol was 
not going to follow the anticipated 
route. If the enemy_ wanted a reading 
on our firepower, though, they sure got 
it. The sheer volume of fire which our 
patrol could spit out made it clear to 
the NPA that we were a bit much for 
them to tackle straight out. 

Back on the high ground, we came 
across a rarity in this war - a booby 
trap. Booby traps, like mines, are 
seldom used because the NPA rightly 
fears most casualties from such devices 
will be civilians. The guerrillas' terror is 
very selective. 

Another sitio appeared ahead. Our 
guide, a former NPA from the area, 
quickly noticed that there was a new 
face in the village, a young, well-built 
male. Quiet questioning confirmed that 
no one knew him. 

Discovered, the man tried to escape. 
A trooper leveled him with a butt stroke 
and one of the intelligence personnel 
put him in a headlock. Our spy was 
told that no harm would come to him if 
he cooperated, but that if he attempted 
to escape, he would be killed 
immediately. 

The prisoner quieted down and the 
questioning began. Apparently, he was 
a member of the group we had been 
tailing, left behind to observe our 
movements. Interrogation completed, 
he fell into our formation, acquiring 
someone's pack. 

Our guides pulled off another coup at 
the next sitio. One spotted a woman 
from his village, several days' walk from 
our present location. She had no 
relatives in the area and a check with 
the inhabitants turned up the obvious: 
She was recruiting for the guerrillas. A 
further search netted two young boys 
who were acting as NPA couriers. All 
three joined our growing caravan. 

The next days were uneventful. At 
each village stop we seemed to be six 
hours behind the last NPA group the 
inhabitants had seen. Our mission was 
going well, though. The guerrillas were 
running fast enough that they had no 
time to stop at the villages. Although 
we hadn't caught them, their camp was 
gone, and for a week they hadn' t been 
able to do anything except evade and 
ambush us. When we got tired of 
running around the jungle, another 
patrol would be waiting to move out in 
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our place. 
And now it was our turn to head 

back to base. We linked up with the 
other platoon late in the afternoon after 
a week's movement. Waiting on the 
road for us and our detainees were two 
trucks, a welcome sight after seven days 
on foot. When darkness fell the troops 
piled in - 35 to a truck - for the 
return to garrison. We reached the 
battalion compound after midnight, 
stopping often to check the security of 
local home defense force detachments. 
All was quiet. 

If our patrol was any indication of the 
situation elsewhere, Samar had a 
chance to stay quiet. Additional travels 
on the island convinced me that I had 
not witnessed a unique situation. 
Clearly, security forces are lacking in 
everything from boots to cleaning oil to 
transportation. Yet, rather than use the 
handicaps as excuses, the battalions 
have made the best of a tight situation. 
Some, like 52 IB, consistently 
" out-guerrilla" the guerrillas. 

Current politics in the Philippines will 
play a part in the NPA's future. The 
communists are now faced with the 
probability of tackling a revitalized and 
logistically enhanced armed forces. 
Already, the military has begun to work 
on plans to take advantage of the 
dramatic turn of events which has at 
last given it the proper overall 
environment within which to conduct its 
counterinsurgency operations. Thus, 
while the future looks bright for the 
Philippines, it appears bleak for the 
CPP. Samar is only one small part of 
the problem, but it does serve as a 
barometer for the entire country. 
Missions like ours happen all over the 
country, often with the same results -
the guerrillas are kept on the run. 

Although we called the mission a 
success, the lack of decisive contact is 
bound to make the Fort Benning set 
squirm in their seats. American infantry 
is taught to close with and destroy the 
enemy. These Filipino boys want kills 
as much as the next man. Yet they 
know they're going to be here a long 
time. Brigadier General Mison lay down 
the line when he took over: " I shall 
judge you not by your body count but 
by the number of good words I hear 
about you." 

Winning the trust of the people is their 
mission. Killing NPA is secondary. As long 
as they're kept on the run, the guerrillas 
are being weakened. Guerrilla groups that 
wander around in the bushes for months 
begin to lose their sense of purpose; they 
fall apart Events in Samar have yet to go 
that far, but as the captured documents 
showed, all is not going as the insurgents 
would like. ~ 
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COMBAT. 
SHOOTING 

MATCH 

17-19 
~ SEPTEMBER ~ 

1986 

DESERT 
SPORTSMAN RIFLE 

& PISTOL CLUB 
Las Vegas, Nevada 

OUR WORLD-FAMOUS THREE-GUN IN­
TERNATIONAL COMBAT SHOOTING 
MATCH WILL BE HELD 17-19 SEPTEM­
BER AT THE DESERT SPORTSMAN 
RIFLE & PISTOL CLUB, LAS VEGAS. En­
trance is by invitation only and competitors 
must write for an application. Shooters who 
fail to preregister must sign up by 1800 hrs. , 
16 September 1986. Send a large SASE to 
Bill Brooks, 4901 Indian Trail , Wilmington, 
NC 28403. 

Hotel reservations can be made by calling 
(in California) 800-825-8866, (outside Cali­
fornia) 800-637-2929. 

Photo by Mike Schaefer 

1986 SOLDIER OF 
FORTUNE CONVENTION 

& COMBAT WEAPONS 
MILITARY EXPO 

Soldier of Fortune will hold its seventh 
annual convention and Combat Weapons 
Military Expo 17-21 September at the 
Sahara Hotel & Casino, Las Vegas. 

For conventioneer registration information 
call Bill Brooks, 919-392-2961. For Combat 
Weapons Expo '86 exhibitor information 
call Ralph Bicknell, 303-449-3750. 
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may change," Maples said. "It's awfully 
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SWANA - These were the battlefields 
of embattled Rhodesia's crack com­
mando force: C Squadron, Special Air 
Service. 
The Men: Rhodesians, Yanks, Brits, Aussies - the cream of Rhodesia's elite military 
forces. Masters of deception and covert operations, these highly trained professionals 
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ambush . . . SAS " operators" were the Rhodesian high command's cutting edge 
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The Story: Told for the first time in The Ellte- The Story of the Rhodesian Special Air 
Service. 

The Ellte takes YOU into the magic and madness of Rhodesia's bloody 14-year civil 
war where valor was expected . .. and where failure meant death. 
" It was a thoroughly professional unit, which in my opinion more than lived up to the 
standards set by the British SAS." Lt. Col. Ron Reid-Daly, Commander, Rhodesian 
Selous Scouts. 
Available now through SOF Exchange ... 
Hardcover, 449 pages, 26 maps, 32 pages of B&W and color photographs. #8019 
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Mrs . Hart has a copy of an intelligence 
summary leaked to her by a source in the 
Defense Intelligence Agency . The sum­
mary indicates that in the spring after the 
Pakse crash of 21 December 1972 , a U.S . 
escape and evasion symbol was discovered 
over two hundred miles away from the crash 
site. Quoting from the intel summary: ' 'The 
symbol was in the form of the numbers 
'1973 , ' followed by the letters 'TH.' It was 
believed that the numbers could be the year 
. .. while the letters could indicate a per­
son's initials. This was thought to be Capt. 
[Thomas] Hart." Early in 1986 , Mrs . Hart 
was able to obtain a photograph of this evad­
er symbol taken from a U.S. reconnaissance 
satellite. 

The 10 February 1986 Pentagon news 
release also stated that ''next-of-kin desires 
for private opinions on identifications will 
be supported. " Yet when Mrs. Hart asked 
Charney in July 1985 to review the remains 
identified as her husband , she had to get a 
court order compelling the Air Force to let 
Charney examine the remains . He said they 
can ' t be positively identified. Charney 
further noted that certain landmarks referred 
to in the CIL-HI report and in other of Mrs . 
Hart 's correspondence with the lab were not 
present . In other words, the lab claimed to 
have determined Hart 's height using parts of 
bones they did not have. 

Kathryn Fanning is another good exam­
ple in understanding why many MIA re la­
tives no longer trust the government. 
Marine Corps Captain Hugh Fanning and 
his bombardier navigator were downed after 
their A-6 Intruder was hit on 31 October 
1967. Fanning 's status as MIA was changed 
24 September 1976 to KIA. Remains identi­
fied by CIL-HI as his were returned to Mrs. 
Fanning on 17 July 1984. The casualty 
assistance officer told her identification was 
"positive" because of dental and skull 
analyses. 

A year later, Mrs. Fanning became suspi­
cious when she learned that the casualty 
assistance officer, Marine Major Richard 
Harmon, had hidden her husband 's forensic 
report in his own home. After obtaining that 
report from Mrs . Harmon, Mrs . Fanning 
got a court order to exhume the remains 
identified by CIL-HI as her husband . No 
skull or teeth were found in the coffin, a fact 
reflected in the forensic report. The other 
bones were turned over to Charney and Dr. 
Clyde Snow of the University of Oklahoma 
for analyses. Their conclusion: while defi­
nitely of human origin , the bones were not 
complete enough to type as any particular 
individual. 

Mrs. Fanning then learned that no chain 
of evidentiary custody existed for these re­
mains. They had been recovered by com­
munist officials in Vietnam and turned over 
to CIL-HI, which accepted without proof 
that the remains had come from the Fanning 
crash site . 

In a closed-door meeting at the New 
Orleans convention, Marla Mahoney, 
Furue' s lab assistant, told her colleagues 
that Maj. Harmon's explanation to Mrs . 
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Fanning had been " completely inaccurate . 
Obviously there were no teeth." She also 
acknowledged that while there was no chain 
of custody for the remains , ' 'there is almost 
always an analysis by the Vietnamese. Very 
rarely do they make a mistake. We had no 
reason to believe it was not Hugh Fanning. '' 

Fanning's crash site, it turns out, is near 
the scene of a battle between the· French and 
Viet Minh in the 1950s. The crash occurred 
at an old French cemetery near Tke Sat, 
south of Haiphong. Charney said the re­
mains easily could be French. 

Finally, like Mrs. Hart , Mrs. Fanning 
obtained a copy of an interesting govern­
ment document. An ASGRO Board internal 
memorandum states that the remains in 
CIL-HI Case Number 0013-84- the same 
bones later given to Kathryn Fanning -
could not be positively identified as any 
particular individual. Yet the Pentagon gave 
these remains to Mrs. Fanning and told her 
that they had been " positively identified" 
by CIL-HI as those of her husband. And the 
Arn1y continues to assert that no CIL-HI 
findings have ever been successfully chal­
lenged. 

The misidentification of MIA remains by 
CIL-Hl is nothing new. Jerry Dennis, a 
Florida fire chief, was the first to raise a 
question in 1970, four years after remains 
identified as those of his brother, Navy 
Corpsman Mark V. Dennis, were returned 
and buried . The Pentagon said Mark died in 
a helicopter crash 15 July 1966. Family 
members spotted someone they say is Mark 
in 1970, in a Newsweek Magazine photo­
graph in a story about U.S . POWs. 

Jerry Dennis exhumed the body a few 
months later. Chemical tests performed on 
the dog tag included with the remains indi­
cated it was not genuine. Papucci Testing 
Laboratories of Cincinnati indicated that the 
dog tag found in the coffin - which the 
government had advised the family against 
opening - had been burned since the 
charred body and at a much cooler tempera­
ture . The tag said " Church of Christ. " 
Mark Dennis ' dog tag had said "Protes­
tant. " The remains were of an individual 
who stood five-foot-five , according to 
analysis by two separate forensic anthropol­
ogists. Mark Dennis was six feet tall. But 
the Pentagon continues to this day to insist 
that the remains of Mark V. Dennis were 
" positively identified" and that he is dead . 

All this leaves MIA families - on one 
side weary of asking questions , on the other 
angrily demanding answers - with no real 
resolution. All that remains are more dis­
turbing questions . If l l of 13 identifications 
in one MIA recovery case were improperly 
made, how many others prior to Palese were 
erroneous? Why , if the work is correct , wi ll 
the government not allow its personnel to 
answer questions directly? And why were 
two Ph.D.s , Judy Suchey and Roger Heg­
gler, quietly flown in from the mainland to 
double-check CIL-HI's work on five sets of 
remains due to be shipped from Hawaii to 
the families on 11 March 1986? Dr. Maples , 
one of the Pentagon-appointed experts, says 
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Tink's Rhodesian Military Camo Track Suits 
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the truth will never be known without con­
gressional hearings in which witnesses can 
be put under oath . 

Perhaps the Army is incapable of admi t­
ting its mistakes. Perhaps its refu sal to make 
such an admission in any of the many chal­
lenged MIA identi fications is not so much 
the whim of its public affairs gurus as advice 
from its attorneys . 

The only recent time when the Pentagon 
did not stonewall questions on the issue , 
Defense Secretary Caspar Weinberger per­
sonally phoned reporter Ray Robinson of 
The Daily Oklahoman to vehemently pro­
tes t Robinson' s story suggesting that incor­
rect MIA remains identifications had been 
made. Perhaps Weinberger " doth protest 
too much ,' ' especially fo r a man not known 
fo r regul arly phoning the hometown press . 

Fi nail y, are we to trust our former ene­
mies in Vietnam in their own recovery and 
analyses of U. S. MIA remains? Should w~ 
accept the claim of Furue ' s lab ass istant, 
Marla Mahoney , who said " very rarely do 
they [the Vietnamese] make a mistake" ? 
Should we ignore eyewitness accounts by 
Vietnamese government defectors who re­
ported the existence years ago of 452 coffi ns 
containing U .S . remains stacked in a Hanoi 
warehouse , waiting fo r some whimsy to 
return them? What of the remains already 
returned by the Vietnamese as " ki lled in 
action," remains examined by SOF scien­
tific sources who say biological evidence 
indicates the servicemen died of hunger, 
apparently in captivity? 

As Anne Hart and other MIA wives are 
quick to point out, the Army has a definite 
advantage because the answers to many of 
these questions , any evidence of possible 
wrongdoing by the Army, is conveniently 
buried. 

" I wouldn ' t have survived this long if I'd 
constantly speculated on the possible fate of 
my husband ," Mrs. Hart told SOF. " It's 
hard to accept that someone you love is 
dead .... That 's not something out of the 
ord inary , that somebody you love dies . 
What is out of the ordinary is that you do not 
know. What is out of the ordinary is that you 
speculate constantly as to whether this per­
son might be ali ve and starving or mistreat­
ed . You can ' t do that and survive . 

"So all I think about is that I don' t 
kn ow ," she sa id, ne rvo us ly lighti ng 
another in a long chain of cigarettes. " It' s 
li ke putting together a puzzle in which the 
U.S . government holds many of the pieces. 
You just keep looking for those pieces , 
knowing that you may never find them, 
kno wing th at you may never have an 
answer. " 

She and others are very skeptical that the 
Pentagon will prov ide any meaningfu l 
answers. The last time anybody from CIL­
HI was allowed by the Army to speak in 
print , it was the conclusion to the 27 January 
1986 Army Times report . CIL-Hl 's com­
manding officer, Lt. Col. Johnie Webb, 
noted: ''We work for the families here , and 
we do our best to put them at ease. They've 
been li ving with uncertainty, in some cases , 
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"Why can't 
I have a 

credit card?" 
Are you deprived of a credit 
card even though you have 

1 steady income? Worse yet ... 
does your own bank refuse to 
issue you a credit card be­
cause of old credit problems? 
REJOICE! Here's the oppor­
tunity to enjoy all the privileges 
of the world famous VISA card 
directly from a Maryland 
federal savings association. 
YOU DON'T HAVE TO DEAL 
WITH A "THIRD PARTY." 
And there are NO ANNUAL 
FEES ... NO TRANSACTION 
FEES ... NO STATEMENT 
FEES. You get a credit line of 
$500 to $5,000 based on a 
secured deposit in our bank. 
Our basic requirements are: 
annual income of $10,000 or 
more; no current credit 
problems; no bankruptcy in 
the past two years. You could 
have a VISA card in your wallet 
by this spring if you send for 
an application now. 

To: 
Key Federal 
Savings & Loan Assn. 
c/o Key Operations 
P.O. Box 6056 Dept. 43 
Newark, DE 19714-6056 

Please rush a VISA application 
to: 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

APT. # 

1 CITY 
I 
I 
I 
I 
t STATE ZIP 
I 
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for 20 years. We realize it 's very hard to 
accept this. Sure, they' ll have questions . 
And we'll do our best to answer them."~ 

LIGHT INFANTRY 
DIVISION 
Continued from page 69 

ply duties, but about 900 LA Vs should be 
added to the division. This highly versatile 
wheeled armored vehicle can carry nine 
men and mount a wide range of equipment. 
This includes the Israeli 60mm hyperveloc­
ity anti-tank gun, a 90mm or !05mm low­
velocity assault gun, a double-barreled 
TOW launcher with 12 missiles, and anti­
aircraft guns or missiles. All of these should 
also be added to the LID's TO&E. 

Except for SINCGARS, all substitutions 
and most of the additions are foreign equip­
ment. Even the Marine's LAV is a Swiss 
MOWAG derivative. Unlike the Marines, 
the Army has historically been reluctant to 
irritate the American defense industry by 
buying foreign equipment, so it may be 
quite some time before such changes come 
about. The AT4 will definitely replace the 
LAW and the British light gun is under 
active consideration, but that's about it. 

The American Congress (not to mention 
the U.S. public) has never been willing to 
look away from our shores for military 
equipment, but that attitude only closes off 
some viable avenues for improvement of 
our defense capability . Some of our allies 
- Israel and France, to name two - would 
be more than happy to license some of their 
equipment to be manufactured in the United 
States . With that sort of solution Congress 
and the defense contractors would be at least 
partially pleased. And the U.S. military 
would be on the road to a more efficient 
combat capability. 

Even if all the above changes were made, 
TRADOC still has to give the LID a clear 
mission and a realistic operational doctrine. 
Right now, the LID lacks both, and, until 
this is rectified, it will not be an effective 
combat unit. 

Given all the current flaws in the LID 
concept, it's surprising that the Army wants 
any such units in its order of battle, but they 
presently have one LID (the 7th Infantry) 
and will add another (the 25th Infantry) this 
year. Another three are to be added by 1 990. 

These should not be confused with the 
dynamic 9th Division at Fort Lewis, 
Washington. That experimental High Tech­
nology Light Division is a very different 
outfit that may well pave the way for a real 
light combat division someday. 

But the Army wants LIDs, and it wants 
them now. In fact, the 26 September 1985 
American Defense Preparedness Associa­
tion exhibition at Aberdeen Proving 
Grounds witnessed an interesting 
announcement by TRADOC ' s Major 
General McNair. As part of its " Army 21 " 
initiative, said McNair, the Army plans to 
field 20 divisions (compared to the present 
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set of 4 
1 of each 

S83.40doz 
(S6.95 each 
in doze~ lots) 

". C:M ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX460 

FLAT ROCK, N.C. 28731 
704 692 1921 

II shall be the re1lponsib1h1y of the buye1 10.cornply VJJih_ all 
laws and regulations be lh~ federal. stale 01 Jocaf governing 
Ille sale of any rlems 1llus1rated. Irsled or sold: Must be 21 
years ol age to purchase. 

r-------------------------, 
G.M. ENTERPRISES IZJ • 
P.O. BOX 460 
FLAT ROCK, N.C. 28731 704 692 1921 
Please snip tne tollowmg items to: 

Name ------------

Address------------

Cily --- ---- ------

State ---------Zip __ \ 

Item # __ Qty. __ Item# _ _ Qly. __ / 

Item# __ Q1y. _ _ Item# _ _ Q1y. __ I 

Add $2.00 for shipping and handling 

0 Check or Money Order enclosed 

0 Visa/ MasterCard 

Signature ------

I 
I 

Total __ : 

ExpDate __ : 

Date __ : 

~-------------------------~ 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 105 



UNIVERSAL MILITARY OUTFITTERS 
BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER 

SUPER SAVINGS 
* FREE SHIPPING ANYWHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. * 
* FREE SHOULDER BAG WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $75.00 * 

G.I. MA-1 FLIGHT JACKET 
00,CAMO,BLUE.BLACK XS-XL 

G.I. A-2 DECK JACKET OD 
S-XL 

G.I. N2B FLIGHT PARKA 
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ADJUSTABLE HAT 
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STATE CHEST SIZE 

G.I. SLEEPING BAG 

G.I. JUNGLE HAT - OD & CAMO 
61/a. 7 3/,,. 

G.I. OD RIPSTOP SHIRT 
XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

G.I. OD RIPSTOP PANTS 
XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

OD RIPSTOP SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

CAMO TUBE SOX 
1 SIZE FITS ALL 

D3A GLOVE w/insert 
S-M-L 

G.I. PLASTIC CANTEEN w/cover 
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VISA & MC ACCEPTED 
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Our blowgun has a .625 1.0. Constructed or tempered 
rustproof metal, it has a durable black finish. It weighs about hall a 
pound and is very strong - a weapon in itself. Our blowguns 
come in 4 models - 2 ft . • 3 ti. . 4 ft and a 4 ft. take down model. 
We also have a flared 2 ft. extension you may add to any ol our 

blowg~~~~0~sa~~~t~~f~ 1i~j~~~ed and are ready to use, not kits. Our 
broadheads are steel, not plastic, like other companies offer. 

Our dart clip slides on to the blowgun easily and each one is 
designed to hold 12 darts. Our moulhpieces are curved to fit the 
mouth and are flat on top and bottom for men with mustaches and 
beards. 

When a rubber tip is placed on the end it becomes an 
excellent hiking stick, cane, club or rifle rest. 

The bayonet spear is round and sl!des over the end ol the 
blowgun. It has a screw clamp to hold it securely. Dans can be 
shot with the bayonet in position. 

Each blowgun comes with 24 all purpose steel shafted darts, 6 
steel tipped broadhead darts, 6 stun darts. 1 dart clip and rubber 
tip ..... 2 Ft. Model $25.50, 3 Ft Model $27.50, 4 Ft Model 
$29.50, 4 Ft. Take Down Model $31 .50. 

Accessory Prices -
All purpose darts 3.50 doz. • Stun darts 5.00 doz. • 
Broadhead Darts ... 6.00 doz .. • Velcro darts ... 6.00 doz. • Dart 
clip ... 2.00 • Bayonet ... 17.50 • Wrist S1rap ... 3.00 • Sling ... 9.00 
• Center Grip ... 5.00 • Decorative Accessories ... 9.00 • Velcro 
Target & 1 doz. darts ... 15.00 • 2 Ft. Flared Extension ... 7.00 

Add $2.50 shipping and handling on all orders . 
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J 7) by the year 2000, and 14 of them will be 
light infantry divisions. 

1f the Army 's leadership intends to win 
wars, expanding the LID to include half of 
the Army ' s divisional formations is a 
strange way of doing it. The Army's pro­
posal to add 13 more LIDs to our order of 
battle by the year 2000 is baffling, but only 
so long as you assume that the Army's 
objective is to win wars . 

If all goes according to plan, we should 
have 12 more active Army divisions in the 
year 2000 than we did in 1984, all without 
increasing our manpower. Divis ional 
strengths will be Jess than they are now, but 
the new LIDs will save the most on man­
power. They will also be cheaper to equip. 
Congress should like that. 

Never mind that the LID can't fight its way 
out of a paper bag; there are careers to be made 
here. Besides, adding 12 new divisions to our 
order of battle means we have to come up with 
about four corps, 12 divisional, 36 brigade and 
108 battalion commanders, all new - and 
that's just for the LID's infantry components. 
Now 52 more generals can get their tickets 
punched in an active component command at 
any given time, and then there' s rotation. Eve­
rybody should be happy, including our good 
friends the Russians. 

When they hear of these developments, 
the Soviets' reaction should be interesting to 
watch. The prospect of having to face a new 
" Army of Excellence" that fields not one, 
not five , but 14 LIDs should definitely 
shake their composure. Unfortunately , 
they ' ll probably regain their composure just 
as soon as they can stop laughing. 7(' 

SOVIET SHAKEUP 
Continued from page 75 

further the latter's policies and political con­
trol in what is rapidly becoming "Mikhail' s 
Navy . '' 

Chernavin was born 22 April J 928 and 
joined the navy in 1951 . He has a strong 
background in both attack and missile­
launching submarines and is regarded as one 
of the pioneers of Soviet nuclear submarine 
warfare. He commanded the Northern Fleet, 
based in Severomorsk near Murmansk, from 
July 1977-December 1981. On 1 December 
1981 , Chernavin became Chief of the Main 
Naval Staff, a position he held until taking 
his current post last December. 

Now that we have looked at Gorbachev' s 
new Stavka , what conc lus ions can be 
reasonably drawn? One thing is certain: the 
July 1985 shakeup and the December firing 
of Gorshkov strongly suggest that Gor­
bachev is in firm control of the Soviet armed 
forces and actively remodeling them to 
serve his political and foreign policy goals. 

A quick glance at the new Stavka also 
shows that , except for Ogarkov , all the new 
people are younger than those they re­
placed. Although lack of space precludes a 
detailed look, the same trend also appears at 
the lower command levels. More important , 
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Gorbachev appears to actively favor crea­
tive thinkers, regardless of age, and MSU 
Nikolai Ogarkov is a case in point. 

A third point that emerges is also interest­
ing. As a rule, service in the Far East has not 
been the path to quick promotion in the 
Soviet armed forces , yet there seems to be a 
lot of first-class Far Eastern talent in three of 
the five top Stavka positions . To be precise, 
Sokolov, Akhromeyev and Petrov all have 
extensive Far Eastern experience. 

That trend continues on the command 
level immediately below Stavka. Among 
the important recent appointments with Far 
Eastern backgrounds are Colonel General 
Makhmut A. Gareyev, Chief of the Main 
Directorate for Operations of the Soviet 
General Staff ( 1984); General of the Army 
Vladimir L. Govorov, Chief of the Armed 
Forces Inspectorate since the spring of 
1984; Colonel General Valentin Ye. Pank­
in, Chief of the Main Staff of the Soviet Air 
Force since April 1985; and Colonel Gener­
al Aleksander N. Zakrevsky, who was 
named Commander in Chief of the Air 
Force for Rear Services in December 1984. 

With this new trend, Chinese Sovietolo­
gists would be wise to be more than a little 
alarmed at these developments , while 
American policy-makers would do well to 
move toward even better relations with the 
Chinese -now. ~ 

FLAK 
Continued from page 6 

SUPPORTING 
OUR VIETNAM VETS ... 

Sirs: 
Starting 15 May, Mike Hagan will 

begin a march for freedom from 
Washington, D.C. , to Los Angeles, 
California. Show your unity on this 
issue; support him as he passes your 
area, and join with us in organizing a 
demonstration to welcome him 
when he returns to Washington in 
August or September. Help us bring 
the issue of our missing brothers 
back to Washington with strength, 
unity and the brotherhood of men 
who defended this country with 
honor. 

Terry L. Smith 
Vietnam Veterans 

of America Inc. 
Tri-State Appalachian 

Chapter No. 1 72 
P.O. Box 276 
Cumberland, MD 

21501-0276 

I wasn't in Vietnam, but I did 
serve three years in the peacetime 
Army. If my time ever came to 
defend my flag or to fight 
communism anywhere in the world I 
would be proud to do so just like 
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GENUINE AMERICAN 
MADE ZIPPER 
COMBAT BOOT 

R 5-14 W 5 1/z -14 $55.00 
10 in. Side Zipper. Cap toe 

COMBAT BOOT in Black 
finish Elk leather. Made 

over the genuine Munson 
last. Full COMFORTABLE 

CUSHION INSOLE. steel 
shank. heavy leather mid­
sole. rolled edge. military 

beveled jump heel. 
Heavy cloth lace. 

Genuine Goodyear 
Welt. 

MASTER CHARGE. VISA. COD's accepted. 
Send for our free 9 page price list of other 
government surplus including camouflague 
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~'"""•written by Terry Edwards 

/'-~ edited by Robert K. Brown 
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knowl"dge and contribute to the survival of soldiers and meres . 
Paperback . 324 pgs .. 300 photos & drawings . 
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the Vietnam vets did. Believe me, 
being from Cuba, I know what 
communism can do to a country. 

Armando Castro 
Miami, Florida 

I am a grandparent of 13 
grandchildren and a concerned 
citizen of our country. I saw the 
Vietnam Vet's Memorial in 
Washington, D.C. , recently. Those 
young men did not die in vain 
because there are millions of 
veterans who will honor them 
always. I'm not a veteran, but will 
do my part to honor those that are 
gone, those at home, and especially 
those that remain in communist 
hands. Keep on telling the true story 
of our brave and free people. It's 
because of them that we are free. 

Laura Grass 
Kentucky 

DISARMING 
AMERICA ... 

Sirs: 
As a former police officer and 

dedicated firearms instructor I agree 
that many police departments and 
sheriffs have been misled, believing 
that the McClureNolkmer Bill will 
allow criminals freer access to 
firearms. Many of these people truly 
believe that more restrictive firearm 
laws are a necessity. I have 
personally heard officers state that 
they felt that gun confiscation would 
make their jobs a lot safer. It's my 
firm conviction that if he can't live 
with the fact that he might have to 
defend his life in the performance of 
his duties against a criminal with a 
gun he 's in the wrong line of work. 

Many police officers do not spend 
as much time perfecting defensive 
skills. In addition to inadequate 
training, many academies fill the 
trainees' heads so full of fear of 
lawsuit possibilities that they are 
afraid to defend themselves if they 
had to. 

Attitudes and policies must be 
changed if we are to count on the 
support of the law enforcement 
community to back us on this type 
of legislation. We must support the 
police and better prepare officers for 
the realities of our increasingly 
dangerous streets. Get involved in 
local government. Don't allow 
nincompoops to run our lives. 

T.L. Self 
Ehrenberg, Arizona ~ 
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M1921 
THOMPSON 
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FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIFE 
07-014 .. ' 

GERMAN HJ YOUTH KNIFE 
07-09 . .. ' 

. $29 PPD 

.. .. $23 PPD 

FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF EDGED WEAPONRY FROM BATTLE AXES TO SAMURAI 
SWORDS TO FULL·SIZE SU ITS OF ARMOU R. ' 

MEDALS & BADGES ~~mg ~~~~l~~s 
THIS " RUPTURED DUCK " IS 
MADE FROM ORIGINAL DIES. 
U.S. WWII DISCHARGE BUTTON 
14-018 . . . . . $8 PPD 

'· 
GERMAN WWI " BLUE MAX " 
14·01 (W/RIBBON) ..... $23 PPD 
14-77 (NECK CHAIN) .... $13 PPD 

~ """" .. ., '"'" WWI RFC PILOT WINGS 
15-118 (RAF) . . . . . . . . . . . . $15 PPO 
15-11C (RFC) . $13 PPD 

FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF MILITARY INSIGNIA. MEDALS , BADGES, FLAGS. ETC . 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS. NO INQUIRIES. PHONE TOLL FREE 
1.aoo.638-2000(1N MD o 800-831-4300)0RDERS ONLY' 

~------ MAIL NORISKCOUPONTOOAY
1 

------, 

• ~~m~i~~~SL~~~OURY. INC. D PLEASE 
I P.O. BOX 1061 , DEPT. SO SEND FREE 
I ALEXANDRIA. VIRGINIA 22313 USA CATALOG 

I . 

I iexP1RAT10N o Are1 . • . • . • . • is1GNATuRe1 ..• -s~O ~ ,~;~u~ ~~~~Ge . . 

: PRINT NAME 

I ADDRESS . 

I CITY . . 

L:.r!!~'!:.; ;.;.· ~O~E~ ~~c~ (LESS POSTAOEi 1F ·Nor·s~~1SF 1EO · -.·.- •• i.i ·.J 
IN CANAOA: REPLICA MODELS OF CANADA. 6648 NO. 3 RO .. RICHMOND. B.C .• CANADA \lf>Y 2C2 
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FOLDING 
LIFEKNIFE@ 

j 

LIFEKNIFE does it again! 
The world's first FOLDING hol­
low handle survival knife! 3 112 " 
440 stainless lockback blade, Du­
Pont Zytel hollow handle contains 
suture, scalpel, disin fectant, butter­
fly bandages, needles, hooks, line, 
sinkers, snare wire, matches and 
sealed by liquid luminous compass, 
or add what you want! Includes 
nylon belt pouch. Send $29.95 + 
3 .00 shipping a nd insurance to: 

LIFEKNIFE 
Box 771 SOF 

Santa Monica, CA 90406 
Money Back Guarantee 
Cali f . Res. Add 6 Y2 % 

LEGENDARY 
~~~~~~~~~~~ 

ARMS, INC. 
SAMURAI SWORD 
(Daito) Item #S1. 
Spring Steel Blade 
$34.99 . 
Small Samurai (Shoto) 
$29.99 

NINJA TO 
Item # S10 
Spring Steel Blade 

~$39~ 

~ 

ltemll'S4. 

$17.99 -~-;fjf£~ 
~~ZOUAVESWORDBAYO· 

..C:::------ NET & SCABBARD 
ll•m #81. 

CHARLEVILLE $39.99 
BAYONET 
llemllBS. ==r·"'b $24.99. 
ORDERIN G INFORMATION 

LEGENDARY ARMS INC. 
P.O. &x 20238. Greeley Si1uarc Station P.O . 
Nt-w York. N.Y. 10001- 99H2 t {2121532 -0055 Dept. SOF 
Senoenecks or money orders New Yori< res1oen1s aoa 1% Sales Taa. 
Cata109ue S 1 00 Sh1oo•n9 ano handhng add 

~~;~t)er ~113.oo J ~~~2~1 ~;~3~1 j ~:~4~1 :~~~I :~~~I !~~-~c~ 
Add Sl.i5 $2.25 $:Us I $3.75 S!i.00 I Si.00 10% 

.\tai.1trCartl. VISA ACCEPTED S ATISP"ACTION GUARANTllllO 
,\linimum l•rt<Jit Cllrd nrdt r $25.00. OR YOUR MONEY BACK 
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FAMOUS 
FEDORA 
~ 
1195 

SALE! 
Money~back 

Proudly made in the USA Guarantee 
A revival of an old favorite. You saw a fedora like this in 
"Indiana Jones & the Temple of Doom" - reminding us all 
of how much adventure a man in a fedora can find. Our 
version is of special wool felt, finer textured and stiffer for 
improved shape retention over ordinary felts. Features a 
tapered 5" crown with triangular crease and 2 side tucks, 
a 21/2" brim and a deep brown grosgrain band. Fully lined 
with rayon satin. Sizes S(6'1•·6'i'a), M(7·71/a), L(71/<-73/a), 
X(7'12-75/a) (runs large). 
We honor VISA and MASTERCARD. 
Call Toll Free 800-334-5474. Write for FREE catalog! 

PGS Sae'M Dept. J-76 
P.O. Box 1600, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 

LEARN 
GUN 

REPAIR 
BE A "GUN PRO" 
-tbe man other 
men respect when 
it comes to guns. 
Your love of guns 
and sh ooting can be 
the first step to­
ward · an exciting 
career. 
BE YOUR OWN 
GUN EXPERT -
We show you how 
to buy and sell guns 
.. . customize, repair 
and accurize t hem 

. . fit and finish 
stocks. Learn all 
about ballistics .. 
black powder ... how 
to import guns. 
We Show You How 

Make Money at 
Home in Spare 
Time 
No 

to Apply for a Federal Firearms License-Buy 
and sell guns, ammunition a nd accessories 
while you are still a student at North A m eri­
can. Start m a king extra cash almost immedi­
ately - order guns for others on cost-p lus 
basis with no investment. 
First lesson reveals secret that increases hunting 
accuracy . Your friends won't b e lieve t h eir eyes 
when t h ey see how your shooting improves. A 
simple, easy-to-understand chart included in 
your first lesson gives you new accuracy. 

~ 1 •800•228•5300/~~t25RS066 
- CALL ANYTIME-Opera1ors to lake your call 24 hours a day. 

7 days a week. No cost. No obllgalion. No salesman will v1s1t. 
0

"
0 

OR MAIL COUPON TODAY! - -
North American School of Fireanns, 

I 925 Oak Streel, Dept. RS066 Scranton, PA 18508 
Rush me inlormation ielling how I may become a GUN PRO. I No cost. No obligation. No salesman will visi t you. I 

I Name Age _ I 
I Address I 

City /State/Zip I 
I Ph o ne( ) -~~~~~~~~~-•---------- ---1 

HIGH CALIBER SPORT SHIRTS! 
WITH POCKET 

DN-6 

i 
DN-4 

' ' ~ 
DN-7 

SPORT SHIRTS $1 7 •gs 
Pnce Includes Postage & Handling (Shipped First Class Mail) 

Money Orders prompt, priority shipping 

STATE SIZE & DESIGN NUMBER! 

SHIRT COLORS: lighl Blue, Tan &.While 
All Shirts Made in USA' 

For Overseas Air Mail add $2.75/itern. 

make payment to: 

SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS [SLP] 
1105 N. Main St. {Suite 2A) 

Gainesville, Fla. 32601 

We Carry Many Vietnam T·Shirts 
24 Page Catalog $2.00 - Free With 

Purchase From This Ad 

• HOWTOWIH IT 

THE WAR AGAINST 
THE TERRORISTS 

How To Win It by Gayle Rivers. 
author ot The Specialist. The Five 
Fingers and The Tehran Contract. 
Counterterrorist Rivers shows how 
Iranian hostage and TWA Flight 847 
debacles could have been solved 
quickly and ettectively - before they 
became a media circus. The last 
word on a concrete , tough minded 
program for winning the terrorist 
war . Hardbound , 256 pages , $17 95 
plus $2. 00 shipping. Money Order. 
Check . Vi sa or Mastercard. 

Lancer Militaria 
P. 0 . Box 886 

Mt. Ida, AR 71957 
(501) 867-2232 

A copy of our latest catalog will be sent 
you on request. 
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BOOKS FOR 
J>ROFESSIONALS 
HOW TO FIND MISSING PERSOlllS 

by Ronald George Eriksen 2 
This is the single best book on .-----­

the subject ever published . ,11 ...... 1, c PER.-.o' " 
Locate nearly any missing 
person . Private detectives. pro­
cess serve rs. auto repossesso rs, 
and police officers can all learn 
from this professiona l manual. 
Get almost any records you 
need. including credit c ard 
records. telephone compa ny 
records. post office, uti li ty .._ ___ ""--_ 
companies. drivers license records. and even bank 
and medical records! You can find anyone using this 
book! 5 I> x 8 1>, 96 pp, Illustrated, soft cover. $9.95 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN THE BLACK MARKET 
by Burgeas Laugh/In 

The perfect book fo r all 
mercenaries! If you 're look­
ing for high-risk. high­
paying work . try the black 
market! Discusses pay, or­
ganization. risks. advance­
ment. cul ture. society. 
prices and benefits , as well 
as retailers . wholesa le rs. 
middlemen. ent repreneurs, 
and their assistan ls. Every­
thing from drugs and pimping 10 people-smuggling . 
gambling and bootlegging . If it's black market. it's in 
this book' 

5 ~ x 8 ~, 144 pp, Illustrated, soft corer. $9.95 

Loompanics Unlimited I PO Box 1197 
Port Townsend, WA 98368 

Name~--------------
Address _____________ _ 

City State __ Zip --- ~ 
Please enclose $2 for shipping and handling. ,, 

Thank you fo r your order! ~ 

110 SOLDll!R OF FORTUNI! 

PULLOVER (PARKA) 
NOW AVAILABLE IN TWO FINE FABRICS! 

A st rong , light-weight, wind 
resistant but breathable 
parka now available in two 
fine fabrics : (1) 50/ 5() poly/ 
cotton in Woodland 
Camoflage, Olive 

... 
.. 

(. 

1 • 

Drab (00) Green, 
Navy, Off-White. 
T an, Black. Grey, 
Lt . Blue, Maroon 
and Cactus 
(2) 100% Nylon 
Oxford in Navy, 
Royal Blue. 
Scarlet, Maroon . 
Silver Gray and 
Kelly Green . 

- -~ ' 

SIZES: S(36-38) , M(40-42). s299s 
L(44-48) and XL(48-50). 

SIX POCKET BUSH SHORT 
Made of the tough, 
durable materia l you 
find in regular fatigues. 
Tri pl e needle stitching 
and bartacks at all 
stress points. Front has 
2 flapped-patch pockets 
and 2 slash pockets . 

, _.-...... - The back has 2 patch 
___ ,._,_ pockets with flaps . 

S1495 jSIZES: 24-46 Waist. Available in 
.Khaki (100%Cotton) and Woodland 
Camoflage (50% Nylon/ 50% Cotton) . 

State size. co lor and fabric and enclose a check 
or money order in proper amount plus $3.50 
(Canada: $7 .00 in U .S. funds) for shipping and 
handling (TN residents add 7% sales tax) to: 
GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTERS 
2919 NW PARK DRIVE, DEPT. SF, 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921 
Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 

1ti,.. 
~ 

II ell 
For 
Leathernec.ks 
Cla ssic hand lo l1 ;111cl Marine crnnl>c:it footage 
where you slake yo ur life m1t rn1 a bitltlc ravaged 
!>t1dcl1 o f bcachl1ca c.I. A triple tl1rca l c.rn nllination 
of wea l f'•lari11c l1is to1y 

• To th e Shores of lwo Jima: The 
tousi l1cst 26 clays in Marine hi story as \\i cy tonh 
0 11 20.000 cracl~ Japan ese lroops. I 11c l1 h) in ch 
ll1e Lc:Li thc rneLkS fought l11c ir \\1ay up ML 
S11ri1)<.llhi resulting in 4000 Marin e~ paying the 
ulti111c:1tc price for Lin isl<ind fortr cs'> tcnncd 
i111prcg11ahlc. 

• Chasin l o tlungnam: Tl1e epic blood) 
111a rcl1 to l11e sea h} the Marine I st 13ittcr N. 
Korea n co ld and rec.I snipers clogged every step. 
Two lrnndrcd ll1011s<mcl troops and refugees 
stubbornly fought a way out from the j.1ws of 
c.lcfca t. 

• The Marine Stripe r : Oc111antli11y cool 
nerve. marks111a 11st1ip and phys ica l e11t111 ra 11 cc 
th ese military " hit men" can d isappear into 
undc rgrO\\/th \\1ith specia l M-40 A I rincs and 
scopes to seek out ··specia l .. targets. The criterio n 
fo r this cl ca c.l ly game is ... one sho l one ki ll. 
A solid hour of flghl ing Marines at their bcsl 

Only $49.95 Specify Bela or VHS 

Send $49.95 + $3 shipping&' hand ling to 
FERDE GROFE FILMS 

3100 Airport Avenue, Suite 220 
Santa Monica CA 90405 

Visa & Mastercard include card no. & Exp. date. 
ORDER TOLL ·FREE (800) 854 -0561. ext. 925 

In Cati(. (BOO) 432·7257, ext- 925 
CA residents acid 6 1h% sales lax 

NEW LIGHTWEIGHT 
CAMOUFLAGE BOU 

(New Issue - 100% Cotton Rip Stop) 
OR TRADITIONAL 50/50 NYCO BOU 
Brand New • Latest Issue • Fi rst Quality 

Pants feature : Double fabric seat 
and knees; 6 pockets (2 slash 
front pockets, 2 rear pockets 
with button flaps, 2 large 
bellows pockets on thighs): 
adjustable waist tab; button 
fl y; drawstring cuffs. 
Shirts feature: Double 
fabric elbows; 4 pockets 
(bellows style). 
Woodland Camouflage 
Available in (1) 100% Cotton 
Rip Stop or (2) 50/50 NyCo. 
Pants or Shirt $22.95 ea. 
Olive Drab (OD) Green 
Available in 100% Cotton 
Rip Stop. 
Pants or Shirt $22.95 ea. 
Tiger Stripe Camouflage 
Available in 100% Cotton 
Rip Stop. 
Pants or Shirt $28.95 ea. 
S.W.A.T. Black 
Available in 100% Cotton 
Rip Stop or 50/50 Poly/Cotton 
Pants or Shirt $28.95 ea. 

~ 

Grey Camouflage - Available in 50/50 NyCo. 
Pants or Shirt $28.95 ea. 
Khaki - Available in 100% Cotton Rip Stop 
Pants or Shirt $28.95 ea. 
Panis and Shirts in SIZES: XS, S, M, L, XL (regu­
lar and long). Tell us your chest, height and waist 
measurements when ordering. State size, color 
and fabric and mai l proper amount (check or 
money order) plus $3.50 (Canada: $7.00 in U.S 
Funds) for shipping and handling to: 
GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 
2919 NW PARK DRIVE, DEPT. SF, 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37921 

Satisfaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back! 

A 480 paqe, 2 1/2 lb. parts catalog, 
listing miritary, commercial, anti· 
que U.S. and Foreign gun parts. 
Th.e most complete parts listing 
in the world! Used by govt. agen· 
cies and professional gunsmiths. 
Order now, receive $3 certificate 
toward purchase of an.x_ catalog 

item. ~i9~ppd. 

NumrichARMs 
CORP West Hurley , NY 12491 
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Dr AMERICAN 
~PISTOL INSTITUTE 

THE FIRST WITH THE MOST 
Rifle, Pistol, Shotgun - All Levels 

"CRISIS MANAGEMENT IN 
CLOS&RANGEINTERPERSONAL 

CONFRONTATIONS" 

As the originators and developers of modern 
smallarms technique, we constitute the fountain­
head of the doctrine of personal weaponcraft. 

Twenty-four firing ranges, arm's length to 1000 
meters - three indoor simulators - twenty-four 
expert instructors - seven qualified range 
masters - a complete gunsmithy on the ranch. 

Our perfected training methods combine the 
discipline essential to safely with cordial, 
personal contact in an atmosphere of helpful 
comradeship. Our aim is to expand the individual 
self-confidence of each client to the point where 
he can enjoy a degree of peace of mind rarely 
known in today's hazardous environment. 

Student-teacher ratio is never more than four-to­
one in range work, and over half. our tactical 
instruction is conducted with one coach for each 
pupil. 

A SUCCESSFUL GUNSITE GRADUATE 
IS SECURE AND IN CONTROL OF 

HIS ENVIRONMENT. 

Write Dept. 82 for information. 

Send $2.00 for API brochure. 

MASTERCARD/VISA ACCEPTED 

AMERICAN PISTOL INSTITUTE 
Paulden, Arizona 86334 

Save $20. Only $2995 

This amazingly pawerful m1cro-m1ma1ure FM transmiller 
(smaller lhan your thumb) can pick up whispers from 25 feet 
away. and broadcasl every sound lo an FM radio hundreds of 
feet awayt Perfect for securuy monitoring. wireless micro­
phone. baby mmder. law enlorcemen1. and much more. NOT A 
KIT - comes completely assembled & ready to use (bauery, 
antenna, and tlmmg wand included Free). Limited offer. while 
supphes las1. Only 1 to a customer (Regularly $49.95.) Now, 
send 529.95 · $2.75 shipping ($32.70). Foreign orders add S5. 

Save $1 0. Only $1995 

This tmy elec1ronic m·arvel turns your cassette recorder into 
an efficient. automatic. and totally s1/enr telephone recording 
system Stans recorder when phone is lllted. records both sides 
of conversation wtlh crystal clear lidelily. stops recorder when 
phone is hung up Easily installed anywhere along phone fines. 
regularly $29 95. Send only $19.95 $2.75 shipping ($22.70). 
Foreign add SS 00 

That's right. a full 30 hours on one cassette tape! Our 
newest long-play 30 hr cassette recorder debuts here for the first 
11me1 Regular pnce is a low 5289.95. but durmg this introductory 
sale we're almost giving 111em away al only S129.95! 

The brand-new X. TEN 30 Hour Recorder can record and play 
all your regular cassettes at the standard speed. Then fhp the 
switch to the X-Tended Speed. and increase recording time by an 
amazing 1.000%! Get 30 hrs on a 180 min. cassene. (20hrs on a 
120. 15hrs on a 90, & 10hrs on a 60). Perfect ror security 
monitonng. classes lectures. business meetings. & more You'll 
never see a price this low again' Send only $129 95 • $7.05 
shipping ($137.00) Foreign add $9 50 

Items above carry a 100% guarantee! Our fan!asuc giant 
catalogue packed with surveillance & coun1er-surve1Uance elec­
tronics. secunty devices. laser weapons. kns. plans. books & 
much more FREE wrth order. or send 52.00 for catalogue only. 
(Refundable). Send name. address. llem(s) you're ordering, & 
payment to· 

UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS 

JULY 86 

15015 Ventura Blvd., Dept. F7 
Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 (818) 906-7789 

JIMMY LILE 
"The 
Arkansas 

"Imitated 
but 

unequaled" 

knives for the 
movies. "first Blood" 
& "Ramoo" 

Rt 6 Box 27 Russellville, AR 72801 (501) 008-2011 

BUSHNELL CAMO SALE! 
All models have sure-grip, shock resistant 
rubber armour. Garno design in green , 
brown & black, and sharp focusing, bright 
optics. Free tough nylon camo case and limited 
lifetime warranty! -tdfi SPORTVIEW CAMOS 

ij i ~ #13-8444 I- I • 8x40 Wide Angle 

0 . iafi_ SALE: $78.95 

• 7x50 Full Size 
#13-7055 
SALE: $79.95 

• 10x50 Hi-Power 
#13-1051 
SALE: $82.95 

.:~~ 
~) 

~ 

~1(/ 
~ 

• 
• Ensign 7x40 Camo 

lnsta-focus system 
#13-7405 SALE: $41.95 

• Ensign 8x25 Compact Camo 
Wide angle, center focus 
#13-8250 SALE: $55.95 

• Ensign 7x25 Compact Camo 
Center focus design 
#13-7251 SALE: $47.95 

Plus $2.95 shipping/handling each. PA 
residents add 6% sales tax. 
TO ORDER: 800-233-3251 ext. 500 Anytime! 
For VISA, MasterCard orders only. 
Check/MO to: Ericson Marketing Co., 
1301 Lancaster Ave., Suite 200-SF 
Berwyn, PA 19312 Info: (215) 296-8040 

FREE COLOR BROCHURE AVAILABLE 
30-Day No-Risk Guarantee! 

_______ _... 

ISTART -
1HOME .-
1eus1NEss 
I 
I 

LONG OVERDUE 
T-SHIRTS 

T-50 

---.__PROTEST THE 
SOVlETsEXTERMINATION 

OFT HE 
AFGHAN PEOPLE 

tlE FIGHTS FO~ YOU 

Money Orders prompt, priority shipping 

T-Shirts $9. 95 
Each (includes p&h) 

Shirts Screened Fronl & Back: "No Cheap Charlie!" I 
OD available if specified: STATE SIZE & STYLE NO. 

For Overseas Air Mail add$2.25/item. 
moke payment to: 

SIN LOI PRODUCTIONS 
1105 N. Main St. Suite 2A # 2 

Gainesville, Fl. 32601 
We Corry Many VIETNAM T-Shirts 
Send $2 for Catalog [free with purchase] 

Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 

COMPLETE PRIVACY! 
• Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
• Become "lnvisible'1 to Investigators 
• Stop Generating Financial Records 
• Communications Privacy .. Phone, Mail 
• How to Stay Out of Government Files 
• Begin Eliminating Negative Records 
• How to Create Helpful New Records 
• Generating Quick Cash Income 
• Hiding Your Assets • Privacy Afloat 
• Banking Alternatives • "Low Profile" 
• Privacy from Taxes • Nomadic Living 
• Multiple Addresses •li-iiiiiiliiiii111• 

• Hideouts, Deep Cover ----
• How to "Disappear" 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT - and MORE! 
Don't wait! Order TODAY!! 

ONLY $18.95 
r:-----­EDEN PRESS I 11623 Slater "C", Box

0

8410-AP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728 I 
I Your {D Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add I 

Choice D FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 
I ICalilornia residents please add 6% sales tax.J f 
I 0 Send latest Book Catalog - FREE. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I City I 
I State Zip _I 

.. ____________ __ 
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UNDERGROUND 
, ECONOMY 
GUERRILLA CAPITALISM 

How to Practice Free Enterprise 
in an Unfree Economy 

by Adam Cash 
Each year in Amer-

ica. bil l ions of dollars 
go unreported on tax 
return s. This is the Un­
derground Economy, 
and i1 i s growing every 
day . Now there is a 
book telling you exactly 
how millions o f Am eri­
cans are evading taxes 
and dodging Big Bro­
ther. Contents of this 
amaz ing book include : 

• How to avoid banks i Al14.tt' C4Sll 
How to do buslnelB "off 
the books"• How to Invest unreporled Jncomd -
end OM thing you llhould ,,..,,., do • How to ca•h 
ch..:/ct without running ltNm through your ben/c 

eccount • Skimming moMy • B•rl•r - when to 
UN It end when not to • And much, much morel 

Guerrilla Capita/Ism tells you all there is to know 
abo ut making tax-free money in the Underground 

Economy. Order you r co py today - you will be ve ry 

pleased. we know. 

5 \\ x 8 \\, 176 pp, Illustrated, soft cover. $9.95 

LOOMPANICS UNLIMITED PO Box 1197 ~ 
PORT TOWNSEND, WA 98368 "T1 

~ 
Please send me copies ot GUERRILLA 
CAPITALISM at $9.95 plus $2.00 postage per copy. 

Name-------------
Address ___________ _ 

City/ State/ Zip _________ _ 

112 SOLDll!R OF FORTUNI! 

The famous C.l.A. 
"Get out of jail free" card 

An exact reprint ol the C .l.A . Covert Opera· 
l ion s l.D . card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era . 

.Do not detain or question him' He 1s 
authorized to wear civilian clothing. carry 
unusual personal weapons . pass into res · 
tricted areas. requisition equipment of all 
type s 
· ·1f he 1s killed. do not remove this document 
from him~ Etc . printed 1n three colors 1 

$5.00 SOLD AS A WAR 
RELIC ONLY! guaranteed' 

Devil's Brigade 
Box 1625 Dept A 
EIDorado, Ar 71730 

80 page catalog 
$1.00 

(Free with order) 

NIGHT VISION SIGHT 
AN/PVS-3 Hyper-Mini 
FEATURES 
• Range 300 to 400 Meters 
• Automatic brightness control 
• Focus - 4 Ft. to infinity 
• Weight - 3 Lbs. complete 

(smallest of the military scopes) 
• 18mm Image Intensifier 

Excellent Condition 

SHIPPED COMPLETE WITH 
• Night Vision Sight 
• Daylight Filter 
• Combat Eye Guard 
•AR 15/M 16 & M14/M1A 

Adapt. Bracket 
• Manual • Battery 
•Carrying Case 

$1,595.00 (Plus $15.00 UPS) 
Night Vision Equipment Specialists 

Send $3.00 for our illustrated catalog 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 266, Emmaus, PA 18049 

(215) 791-5710 

Give aid to the contras. 
Give AIDS to the Sandinistas ! 

I REAR-END JERKS 
WHO BRAKE FOR UNICORNS 

Order@ $1.50 ea. (+ 15¢ post. & handl.). 
StanMark Prints 

P.O. Box 876, Denver, CO 80201 
(allow 4 weeks delivery.) 

SAVE 50% TO 75% 
BY MAKING YOUR OWN 

KEVLAR® 
BODY 

ARMOR 
We offer the same KEVLAR® 
Fabric used in major brand 
soft body armor, by the 
yard. 

You can make body armor 
or make products which are 
not available commercially 
like vehicle panel inserts. 
Find out what your commer­
cial vest will stop without 
weakening it. 38-inch wide 
Kevla r® Fabric, 1 yd. sample 
$30. - 2-9 yds. $27. yd. 
1 O yds. $25. yd. 

BULLETPROOF 
7042 N. Greenview 
Chicago, IL 60626 

• Selection Of Marking Guns 
Single Action & Semi-Auto 

eWashable Marking Pellets 
(4 Colors) 

• Complete Game Supplies 
•High Cash Profit/ Low Prices 
• No Franchise of Royalty Fees 
•Bulk Rates 
• Prompt Professional Service 
•All Orders Shipped UPS 

Dealer Info. Write: 
THE ULTIMATE GAME: P.O. Box 1856 

Ormond Beach. Florida 32075 
P .S. CALL US AT: 

904/677-4358 
or 904/677-4363 
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TIMBERSHEPHERD™ 
TIMBERWOLF I GERMAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 

As seen in S. W. A. T. Magazine November 1983 
and Su rvival Guide Magazine August 1984 

"FRIEND AND FAMILY PROTECTOR" 
LOYAL• INTELLIGENT• COMPANION FOR YOUR 

FAMILY'S SECURITY WHILE YOU ARE AWAY. 

EVEN TEMPERAMENT ideal for lhe family with small 
children , The TIMBER SHEPHERD™ is bred exclusively as 
a natural proleclor and a trustworthy working companion for 
the entire family. 
DO NOT CONFUSE lhe TIMBERSHEPHERD™ with the 
y, wait •;, shepherd mix, poorly bred, unpredictable and 
unsuitable as a home companion or working dog. 
The TIMBERSHEPH ERD™ is 37.5% TIMBERWO LF I 
62.5% GERMAN IMPORT SHEPHERD, 4th generation hybrid, 
taking 7 years lo produce from North American Gray 
Timberwolves and the FI NEST German Import Shepherds. 
LONGER LIFE SPAN I KEENER SENSES over the 
German Shepherd, Rottwie!er, or Doberman Pincher. 
OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive and most 
credible, employing the lalesl techniques and standards 
currently in use by lhe U.S. Dept. of Defense Military 
Working Dog Program. FULL HEALTH, TEMPERAMENT, 
HIP GUARANTEES, SHIPPING AVAI LABLE WORLDWIDE. 
Regislerable with lhe American TIMBERSHEPHERD™ Assn. 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 
Box 1620 M-78, Aiken, S.C. 29801 (803) 64!l-5936 (24 • hour) 
lnlo. includes S. W. A. T. & Survival Guide magazine articles. 

- SEND S3.00 U.S. FUNDS FOR BROCH URE -

-$-

! 
$695 

RIFLES PISTOLS 

-$- HK91 AMT 

t . STE YR- A UG COLT 

-$-
HK9 3 UZI 
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l MINl-14 

-$-
ETC. ETC. 
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-$-
J.I 

l 
-$-

! 
-$-
JI_ 

l 
-$-
H 

l 
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.. t 

C
600 MONROVIA AVE. NEWPORT BEACH:ICA. 

1714) 722-9087 

~~ 
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LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNiFE 

ONLY 

s129s 
Add $1.05 Hnd l. 

Double edge 440 slainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath· 
er sheath with quick release snap and 
melal boot/bel·I clip . Money Back 
Guaranteed If Not Fully Satisfied'! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept. BK-7-SF 
373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 

WHOLESALE 
Air Gun Games 

SupplierForYour 
Outdoor Games 

• 35 7 SEMI-AUTO 
PAINTMARKER-8 SHOTS 
62 CAL. SINGLE SHOT 68 
CAL. 

•SINGLE SHOT PUMP AIR 
GUNS 68 CAL. 

• 68-62 CAL. 
PAINT PELLETS 
Low Low Prices 

• TRAINING FOR AIR GUN 
GAME DEALERS 

•DEALERSHIPS 
AVAILABLE WORLDWIDE 

For information write: " ,~~·'.;ii ~ 

GANG BUSTERS'" _ '"".'.' ')'.':' ~·, 
4 722-C Int erstate Dr. ·';.{i:, ' ) ·.\\ '1 ·. 
Cincinnati. OH 4 5246 ~-( v _,.-\ / .,1 

or CALL /" ~~ \( ," 

513-87 4-0182 --- " -- ·1:· - )\..•' . 

DON'T DIE 
"THE POCKET SURVIVOR" 
A C1garene pack sized K11 - 1n a hinged lid 

metal box - waterproof sealed 

- CONTAINS -
Compass + Cable Saw + Cleaning and 

Skinning Blade + Fish Hooks + Fish 
Line + Sinkers + Snare Wire + Signal 

Mirror + Uril1ty Cord (2 7 0 lb. test) + 
Needles + Thread + Matches + Striker 

+ Adhesive Bandages + Ant1sepric 
Swabs + Water Pure Tabs + Quart 
Warer Con ta iner + 5 Gram Glucose 

Energy Supplement 
To Order: Send SB.95 for " Th e 

Pocket Survivor ' plus 57 .50 Postage 
& Handling and Mail to : " Th e Pocket 
Survivor ', P.O. Box 181 7. Breva rd . 

N.C. 28712. Phone (704) 884-5911. 
"Better to have it. and not need it.· · 

PATENT PENDING 

ULTIMATE STATEMENT 
T-Shirts 

UIETnAm ...J comarn ·:_'- $1 o.oo each 

UETERAD includes p & h 

Tneni 's A Dtttetwlce 'loll Know! ... . 
US-GIB 

VIET nAm 
Colors : comanT ~ 

red, white, 
@ 

blue, OD UETERAD 
There's A Oitleience Yoo Know! 

US-MAR 

Sure Cure for Moslem Terrorists 

MARTYR White, red, b lue 
MANUFACTURING on Hanes Beefy-T ,.._._ _ ..,.---
·~ ~ 

OD on std. T-shirt 

c..n Wo - One For 'li:>l.i? ~ MM-000 

MARTYR 
1l, 

Sizes: MANUFACTURING 

S, M, L, X L 

_..... ,,,,,_,.-
~ J.r 

No COD's ·-Rl'Clkf~FOl'I:» 
Can We Make One For~? 

MM-RDF 

Send check or money order to: 
THE ORDNANCE DEPOT 

189 Cobb Pkwy NW A3 
Marietta, GA 30062-3512 

Be a DETECTIVE 
AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

• DIPLOM A 

•CASSETTE 
TAPES 

• LICENSE 
INFORMATION 
All STATES 

Men· Women · Learn from the experts. Train at home for an 
exci tin g part o r full time career as a private detective or 
security consul tant. Start your own business or work for 
others. Step·by·step you will learn how to conduct any 
investigatio n . how and where to find that first job. and 
much more. Credentials and employment assistance. 

The BEST training available al the BEST .. 
price. Prove it lo yourself by investigating ' 
before you invest Send NOW tor full tacls. ' 

--~- ,, l <1/11/a11r/11<1<'/'ln/mul/ ·'"''''""' 

~ 
·l 

r . IJ ----------------, GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION\ I fa t. 191 .1 
Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 

I 
I 
I 

Rush FREE lacts. Show me how I c an learn al home 10 be a Prlval e 
1nvest igalor. No obligalion. No salesman will call . 

I N/IMl AGE 

: -'DDRESS 

I c'rv STATE ZIP 

°For An Education That Works" 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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%" STEEL 
HUNTING 

SHOT"' 

~~ 
NOT A TOY! Magnum Slingshot packs a real 
wallop! Powerful enough to stop small game 
in its tracks. Wide-angle, snap on sight lets 
you follow moving targets. Genuine Rubber 
Thrust Bands. Contour Grip doubles as a storage 
magazine for steel hunting shot ... dispenses 
shot at the touch of.a button . Allows for 
"rapid-fire" shooting. Long life Leather Thong. 
Crafted from High Impact Materia ls. Not sold 
in N.Y. & N.J. 
No. 2280-MAGNUM SLINGSHOT ...... ..... ... . 9.98 
No. 2281-200 Rounds Polished Steel Shot 2.95 

2 Boxes (400 Rounds) $4.99 

Send Order To: FOSTER-TRENT, INC., DEPT. 861-F. 
2345 BOSTO.N POST RD., LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10538 

Include $1.90 Postage & Handlin . 

RHODESIAN 
COLLECTION 

#8001 - SELOUS SCOUTS: TOP 
SECRET WAR by Ron Reid-Daly. 
$25.00 

#8019 - THE ELITE: STORY OF 
THE RHODESIAN SAS by Barbara 
Cole. $25.00 
#9001 - RHODESIAN CAMPAIGN 
PLAQUES (6). Limited supplies left. 
$30.00 

#9002 - SELOUS SCOUTS 
COLLECTOR'S KIT. Contains 
original issue of Selous Scouts 
T-shirt, beret, badge and stable belt 
with letter of authenticity. T-shirt and 
beret available only in size small. 
Limited supplies left. $100.00 
#9003 - RHODESIAN ARMY: BE A 
MAN AMONG MEN T-SHIRT. S, M, 
L, XL. $9.00 or FREE with order of all 
four items above. 
Include $1. 75 per item ordered for shipping 
and handling. Send check, mor\ey order, 
VISA or MasterCard to: 

SOF EXCHANGE 
P.O. Box 687, Dept. RC 

Boulder, CO 80306 

114 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

8" 

Offering 
My New Hollow Handle 

Survival & Combat Knife 
Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 

HOC 
Blade with 
Saw Teeth 
That Work! 
13" overall 
length. . 
All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath . 

~KNIVES 
' CUSTOM HANDMADE K N IVES 

by Rob.rt Parrish 
192'1 Sportonb~hgo~;(Jo~)~;~~;;-ur •. NC 28739 

Send SASE for mor• Information 

<:,.A-B SALES.INC. 
PRESENTS THE 

ULTIMATE 
ULTIMATE 

llTIMATE 
llJl!'ATE ...... 

IN PLAY 

• WAR/COMBAT GAMES 

• HIGH CASH PROFITS 

• WASHABLE PELLETS 

• COMPLETE GAME 

SUPPLIES 

For Info, write: 

A-8 SALES, Inc. 
P. 0. Box 2041 

Englewood, CO 80110 

(303) 850- 7033 
or 

(707) 987-0255 

ASSAULT RIFLE SIGHTS 

Mini-14 $45.95 H&K 91, 93 $45.95 

AR-15 Front & Rear Combination $55.95 
See your dealer or send $2 U.S. ($4 foreign) for catalog 

Only the best from Millett! 

Millett - Sights 
16131 Gothard, Hunlington Beach CA 92647 • (714) 842-5575 

BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds "Threat Level 
II-A" tested in accordance with the NlLECJ­
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/ 4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 

Front & Back Protector .. .. $ 150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels . ... .. $27.50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov­
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O . Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

Support AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 

SUPPORT \ 
THE BRAVE \ 
PEOPLE OF 

AFGHANISTAN , 
IN THEIR FIGHT 

FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET\ 
AGRESSION AND OCCUPATION. 

All funds collected will be donated 
to pro-western Afghan res istance 
groups selected by the SOF staff. 
These funds will be used solely for 
the purchase of arms, ammunit ion 
and medical supplies as specified 
by the groups receiving ass istance. 
No funds collected wi ll be expend­
ed for salaries or admin istration. 

Donations are NOT tax deductable. 
Send your donation to: 

Afghan Freedom Fighters' Fund 
Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 
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CLASSIFIED 
~ ?'.. ~ "' 14.-

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - All ads MUST be received 
by the 1st, four months prior to issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa­
ture, telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack­
et. Cost per insertion is $1 per word - $20 minimum. 
Name, address and telephone are to be included in the 
count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, 
Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such 
as A.P ., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphen­
ated words and telephone numbers are counted as two 
words. We reserve the right to delete or change any copy 
which we determine to be objectionable. Mail to SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE Classified , P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN­
SPECTOR. 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE IS A MAGAZINE OF 
NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION. THERE 
MAY BE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH SALE, POSSESSION OR 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION MAY BE RESTRICTED, 
PROHIBITED OR SUBJECT TO SPECIAL LICENSING RE­
QUIREMENTS IN YOUR STATE. PURCHASERS SHOULD 
CONSULT THE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR­
ITIES IN THEIR AREA. 

DYSART'S WOLF KENNEL 
MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 

Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world , like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports ; 1;, wolf and up, puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolf·crosses Q!l].I(, 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge. Pictures and info - $5.00 . 

CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta, North Carolina 28076 

Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 

A BRIDGE TOO FAR? Close the gap and make contact with 
the nationwide nelwork of militaria collectors when you adver­
tise in Military Exchange. THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO 
Box 693, Dept. SF-7, Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O) 

WW II WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers. swords, hel­
mets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refundable). DISCO, 
Box 331-X, Cedarburg, WI 53012. (107) 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags , medals, uni­
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World 's biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syra­
cuse, NY 13208. (113) 

AND TEST SET 

$85 
ALSO AVAilABLE' 

• Ba"ery pov.iered Field Phones • Sound poi.vered Field Phone£ 
• Telephones and Books on Telephones 

CATALOG: Sl.00 (U.S.) 
Vt et -Ame rte an· 

109 Fire Lane, N. Cape May, NJ 08204 
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BUTTERFLY KNIVES 
The Folding BALISONG 
knives originated in the 
Philippines - used by their 
fighting forces. Now made into 
fine quality hunting knives. 
The blade is of surgical 
steel. The butterfly design 
protects the working 
portion of the knife . A 
lever locks the 
handle securely 
in the open or 
closed position . 

Model K98-P 
ssso Ea. 

and ' 1 so UPS charges 
WESTBURY SALES CO., 

DEPT. P-7-SF 
373 Maple Avenue 

Weslbury, New York 11590 

FREE: TWG CERTIFICATE with order of catalog. $1 refund­
able. Specialist in customized gold-plated mercenary 
emblems. THE WILD GEESE. Postfach 1515, 6460-C, Geln­
hausen, West Germany. (106) 

BRITISHISCOTIISH MILITARIA COLLECTORS REGIMEN­
TAL Insignia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards, etc., of 
Elite British/Scottish Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards, etc., and 
RAF. Also Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. 
Import catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO 
Box 50473, Nashville, TN 37205. (107-lt) 

FIREWORKS- fun, safe, patriotic; top quality, lowest prices, 
illustrated catalogue $1 (refundable). PYRO-SONIC DE­
VICES, Box 711-Sl6, Grand Haven, Ml 49417. (112) 

WWII RELICS! Cheaper lhan Delta , WWII Ltd., Collector's 
Armoury! Flags, daggers, medals, insignia, helmets. Illustrated 
catalog, $5 (refundable). RELICS, Box 361-D,Cambridge, MN 
55008. (105) 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available-phone number, remailing , mail for­
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en­
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave ., 
Phoenix. A7. 85029. (602) 993-7534 . (104-ck) 

SHOW THE WORLD 
HOW YOU FEEL! 

LAPEL PIN/TIE TACK 
(APPROX. 112") 

"GREAT FOR THE BOSS" 

$5 50 POSTAGE 
• PAID 

Jsp P.O. BOX.3865 
GASTONIA, NC 28054 

ALLOW 4 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror­
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (117) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States Armed Forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, 
first-aid packets. etc. Send $1 for our latest catalog to STEVE 
J. PEDERGNANA JR., PO Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. 
(105) 

FIREWORKS. HIGH QUALITY, fast service. Price list $1. 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVEL TY, PO Box 90007, Casper, WY 
82609. (116-lt) 

GENUINE U.S. MEDALS-CollecVU.S./Foreign Decoralions. 
FASCINATING NEW HOBBY. Silver Star- '$50; Bronze 
Star- $35; Armed Forces Expeditionary- $15; .Vietnam Ser­
vice- $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar- $35; Add 
stamp in trade and $4 postage. Most other medals available. 
SASE FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples 
Road, Brookline, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (117-lt) 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage, confiden­
tial forwarding , receiving, holding. Free brochure. TWG, Post­
fach 1515, 6460-M Gelnhausen, West Germany. (106) 

FIREWORKS- Largest Class ·c· selectico in Northeast, top 
quality, selected list $1 , refundable with order. NEFU, Box 
3504F, Stamford, CT 06905. (105) 

ATTENTION MARINES 
New Special Insignias 

" Scout·Sniper 
" Viet Nam 

Wings 9." " Grenada I 
. . .. . 

3. " " Drill Instructor 10. " " Lebanon I 
4." " FirstTo Fl ight 11 ." " Pistol Team 
5. " " Air Power 12. " " Combat I 
6. " " Diver Engineers I 

COMBINATION SPECIALS 
Cap & Staff Shirt· $17.95 . I 

Cap & Tee Shirt M·L·XL · $10.95 
Cap & Gym Shorts M·L·XL · $13.95 I 

Cap Colors · Black · Blue · Green · Gold 
Shirt & Gym Shorts Colors · White & Gold 

vP.'< Bulldog Hat Co. I 
I \llE :'ip.GE 6278 N Federal Hwy · Su 1te301 I 

voS Ft Lau derdale Florida 33308 L--------------
VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, DI pins, 
T-shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT­
CONG, Box 177VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (115-ck) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Send $1 for a color catalog to 
ACE FIREWORKS, PO Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (115-lt) 

GRENADA, BEIRUT, Special Forces, Recon, SEALs, many 
more large decals. Send stamp for price list. ELITE FORCES, 
22 Orchard Street, Newton, NJ 07860. (108-lt) 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 
From time to time, we make our list of 
customers ' names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com­
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 
If you prefer not to receive such mail­
ings, and want your name on our sub­
scriber list only, please write us, en­
closing your mailing label. 
Please address your request to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 348 
Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
Attn: Customer Service 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE-for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2, $131year - $17 overseas. HORIZONE, Box 67, 
St. Charles, MO 63302, USA. (107) 

KNUCKS-Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi­
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MA TI HEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, PO Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (1 08) 

BOUNTY HUNTING- Legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90, Depew. NY 14043. (105) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY -Many unusual, informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135·53 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 
11354. (104-lt) 

BRITISH MILITARIA, Authentic collectibles from the 1800's to 
date , Royal Air Force , Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines , Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia , Head­
wear, Badges, Uniforms, Medals, Boer War Helmets, etc. 
Send $3 for catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD., Dept. A., 
2113 Wilshire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (107-lt) 

SOP ADS 
GET 

RESPONSE 
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• NINJA 
UNIFORM 

5 0% Poly 50% Cotton 
Sizes: XS/S/M/UXL 

U·26B in Black $30.00 
U·26W in White $35.00 
U·26C Woodland Camo $35.00 

Include $1 .00 for Catalog and Shipping 

M & M ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 64 Dept. SOF 
Island Lake, IL 60042 

8 i 5/ 455-3403 Dealer prices available 

RHODESIAN CAMO T-SHIRTS, high quality T-shirt in 
BRUSH pattern. RARE $17 each. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, 
co 80221. (105-1) 

CONQUER LIFE, end self-doubt. new booklet: THE BEST OF 
VERNON HOWARD. Escape pressures, protect yourself, res­
cuing truths. $2. NEWLIFE, Box 275-DS, Boulder City, NV 
89005. (105) 

.. 
P4Y .Ol( 

$ H IPPH•G 
J P 0 $UGl -GI SUPPLY R.R.#180X 782 Dept. SOF 

Send $100 for 
200-item catalog. 

" U-PRINT-IT." Do it yourself copyrighted method for printing 
almost anything. Guaranteed, rush $3.98. ENTIUM, Box 
1650(2), PR 00628. (105) 

INTERNATIONAL MIL TIARY SUPPLY, 1986 listing of Garno 
uniforms & equipment from 15 countries - 50 cents. l.M.S., 
PO Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. (105-8) 

MAIL DROP. Utmost security, privacy, discretion. Code 
names welcomed, mail forwarded/remailed, parcels received, 
Las Vegas area postcards supplied on request. Free informa­
tion. BORDER COUNTRY, Division G-3, Drawer 70270, Las 
Vegas, NV 89170-0270. (105) 

LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 

~LY$J00 • 
POSTPAID 

Fires 22 cal. tear ) ( 
gas o r b l cnik ammo. ' c: \ 
Solid metal. 6 sho t clip l , 
fed. Rap id firing. W1 th rn- 'i\\ 
structions & free cleaning rod. • \!\ 
frg1n~~~f;psr~~~';;:ioiS1Jr~1tt~~~;;mc;0s~ · ~J 
b e over 21. Mo'ney back quarcrntee. "':e~·~1e11

11~1
10 

WESTBURY SALES CO. c"''"'"· 
P.O. Box434, Dept. TA-7-SF, Westbury, New York 11590 

UZI CARBINE $499, UZI PISTOL $489, INGRAM MAC-10 
$329, COBRAY M11/9 $229, AKM 47/S $409, HK91 $499, 
FN-LAR $999, DAEWOO MAX1 $399, BROWNING GP­
COMP $550, AR15 $529, FIE SPAS/12 $385, M1A MATCH 
$775. All new - also ammo. Colorado residents only 772· 
0075. (105) 

FRENCH CAMOUFLAGE CAPS, current issue, match our 
French F-1 Came suits only $15. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver, 
co 80221. (105-2) 
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" KNIVES- Free wholesale catalog. Large selection to 
choose from. Fast service. SPECIAL CUTLERY, 1104 Lee, 
Dept. SOF, Des Plaines, IL 6001 6." (107) 

SECRET MAILBOX! Confidential, dependable mail receiving 
and forwarding. Write POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111. (106) 

SILENT FIREPOWER: Most complete crossbow catalog 
available. $1. Martial Arts, Special Weapons & Survival Aids. 
M&M ENTERPRISES, Box 64, Dept. SOF, Island Lake, IL 
60042. (105-lt) 

ROCKETS, M-80 SALUTES, FIREWORKS. Fresh from fac­
tory. Hundreds of supplies with survival or signaling applica­
tions. MUCH MORE! Catalog $1. NORSTARR, Box 5585, 
Pocatello, Idaho 83202. (109) 

PHYSICAL CONDITIONING- When your life depends on it. 
Exercise: The Final Word. $3. O'BRIEN, Box 232, Massape­
qua, NY 11758. (106) 

CUSTOM PERSONALIZED LICENSE PLATE. With your 
name, or message in red, black, blue, green, silver, brown or 
white. Choose one color for background and one color for 
letters. Only $9.95 plus $2 P&H (no CODs please) to: PLATES, 
6905 Western, Chicago, IL 60645. (105) 

" WE HAVE MANY THINGS that can't be advertised in this 
magazine. Free catalog. DEVL CORP., PO Box 3565, Center­
line, Ml 48015." (106) 

WE DESIGN AND HANDMAKE precious metal military jewel­
ry. Also unusual jewelry such as skulls, dragons, creatures, 
warriors, cobras etc. Send $2 lor a very unusual brochure. 
ACTION JEWELRY DESIGNS, PO Box 8372, Pine Bluff, AR 
71611. (106) 

VIETNAM PHOTOGRAPHS. Hundredds of AERIAL and 
ground photographs from the DMZ to Saigon are available 
lrom former door-gunner. Khe Sanh, Hue, Danang, English 
NUMEROUS FIREBASES, and items of interest. Memories? 
No photos? Send $4 for detailed listings. VIET-VIEW 
GRAPHICS, PO Box 31 , Brunswick, OH 44212. (105) 

Specify The 
Shirt No. And 
S i ze. S , M.L &XL . 
Send Payment To 

Design Ent. Inc. 
P.0.Box BIO 
Montpel i er 
Vermont 05602 

KARATE DEMONSTRATION SECRETS, bull the bully, break 
bricks with your bare hands, knock bottoms out of soda bottles, 
tear phone books in half, break boards with ease, that others · 
lind hard, $3. SURVIVAL SAW and BOOT KNIFE, make your 
own, 6-12 inches, saw bone or steel, will conceal, $3. BOB 
TITTLE, PO Box 117, Ashville, OH 43103. (105) 

Mk2 " PINEAPPLE" GRENADES $8, M33 "Baseball" gre­
nades $9, M26 "Lemon" grenades $9. All have moving parts, 
inert. A.H.A, PO Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . (105-5) 

MINIATURE WIRELESS MICROPHONES! Top quality, abso­
lute lowest prices! Use any FM receiver. Send $2 for catalog 
(refundable with order). FAILSAFE ELECTRONICS, 504 West 
24th Street, Suite 129, Austin, TX 78705. (105) 

BUGGED? Self-addressed, stamped envelope gets you valu­
able FREE instructions on locating electronic bugs. No gim­
micks. COUNTERTECH, Box 5633, Washington, DC 20016. 
(105) 

El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund , 

THEY NEED YOUR HELP 
They' re troopers in the Salvadoran Army and 
Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters. Being brave, tough 
and wi lling isn't good enough without basic 
equipment. They need: 

Combat Boots • Boot Socks • Unifo rms 
Cammie, fatigue or khaki (medium and small only) 

Rifle/MG Cleaning Gear • Web Equipment 
(pistol belts. LBE suspenders. pouches for 30-r. 
Ml6 magazine, canteens. can1een covers. etc.) 

Lensatic Compasses • Ponchos • Poncho Liners 
Field Jackets • K-Bar Knives • Field Dressings 

Donation are no! tax deductible Please include a packing list and name 
of donor wilh au donalions. Also. indicate whether or nol you would 1ike 
this information printed. 

Send the above equipment or your cash donation to: 

El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund 
c / o Soldier of Fortune 

UPS: U.S. Mail: 
5735 Arapahoe 
Boulder, CO 80303 

P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 

SURVIVAL!! 
Seventy, shocking, controversial, bruta lly frank, adults~ 
only survival publications on we:r.ns, energy, electronics, 

~:r1P~~~~s.ll~Pr~f~s~~' CB~~·60 ~lN1°~Es~i1~~Cs i~Y~: 
f:;'>~~ ~~hrtl~~1d0:~ ~~t~~~fc T2~:s: - ~IT~~J~cr~~sE 
D~Y AFTER, the months after and the years after with 
equi~meni, knowledge, experience and health superiority 
over ~dversar ies. ASSURE YOUR SURVIVAL WITH: 

( ) ABSOLUTE COMPUTER SECURITY ($25); (. ) AUTO­
MATIC TELLER MACHINES ($15); ( ) CHECKING AC-

~og~i1 <i~~<,,;~ Ws~p~,jE~R\,'J,~~~~t~srn 1il!2~N~~5rs 
($25); ( ) ELECTROMAGNETIC BRAINBL/ISTER ($25); ( ) 
F.D.l .C. • FllCT OR F AIR Y TALE? ($5); ( ) FIREBREATH· 
ER ($5); ( ) FREE!! ($6); ( ) THE "GOLDFINGER" ($7); ( ) 
HEAL THYSELF 11! ($8); ( ) HEAT X-CHANGER ($5); ( ) 
HIGH VOLTAGE DEVICES ($15); ( ) IRON GONADS ($7); ( ) 

~~L,'.-~~Twi'E°\[~6k$6(~sl; )( ~~~~Gr~:rm1~P!\l1J0 1M(~~f; 
( ) PHONE COLOR BOXES ($20); ( ) POLYGRAPH DE-

r1\AsTCE~~~; I~ b6~ii~~~$~);A(L r~~~.;~11i.~~E62°6T.1fMV)i 
SURVIVAL GUNS & AMMO ($15); ( ) TELEPHONE RECORD· 
ER INTERFACE ($7); ( ) TESLA CONNECTION ($5); ( ) 

i:,~~;;r;~~~ET« T~~~~r~i~~~ \Mo~1 ~~:.F _<s~~6. ii~ 
NONE? ($5); ( ) VOICE DISGUISER f$7); ( ) ULTIMATE JUS­
TICE ($7); ( ) VORTEX GENERA TOR ($6) ---· MORE!! 

FREE SUPER- SURVIVAL CATAL OG, all orders $20 or 
more · (else $!). 10% OFF on all orders $50-$99. 20% 
OFF on all orders $100+. PLEASE ORDER TODAY -
ONL Y YOU CAN ASSURE YOUR OWN SURVI VAL! 

Consumertronics Co. AL}~g~~~~~.N~!Raa310 

FIREWORKS: large selection, excellent quality; information, 
price list free. B&D FIREWORKS, Box 545, East Lyme, CT 
06333. (1d5) 

" FIREWORKS- Rockets, Firecrackers, Roman Candles, 
much more! Shipped year-round, free catalog. WHOLESALE 
FIREWORKS, Dept. F., 418 W. Broadway, Farmington, NM 
87401." (106) 

STAND IN THE DOOR! And be prepared to buy, sell or trade 
your militaria ASAP when you advertise in The Military Ex­
change! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO Box 693, Dept. 
SF-7, Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O) 

SUPEfl DISCO\JNT- outdoor gear, hunting, camping, back· 
packing, Army surplus goods at super discount prices. Send a 
double SASE or $1 to: TC SPORTS, 2041 Rec Road, Lansing, 
Ml 48910. (105) 

FREE KUNP FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SF86-G, Honolu­
lu, HI 9680\), (110) 

AMERICAN FLAGS- show your spirit ! Highest quality 
21/4x41/4 pe$1 and stick vinyl. For car, home, anywhere. 10/$5. 
MB INDUSTRIES, 34-A Church Street, Milford, MA 01757. 
(105) 

HOW WOULD YOU LIKE to be back in the Army for a few 
days? ENLIST NOW! Spend 3 days in an authentic military 
environment. Drill Sergeants. Army chow, weapons firing, tac­
tical training. Send $1 for details, class schedules, and fees. 
THE REGIMENT LTD., PO Box 763, Greenville, SC 29602. 
(105) 

BUY KNIVES, CUTLERY ITEMS at wholesale. Save up to 
60%, huge selection, satisfaction guaranteed, fast service. 
Catalog $2 FIRST CLASS. SMOKY MOUNTAIN KNIFE 
WORKS, Box 714SOF, Sevierville, TN 37862. (1 05-lt) 

Original Pattern 
CAMOUFLAGE M43 CAP 
REVERSIBLE FALL TO SPRING, WITH INSIGNIA. 

I ~I ' ,, 

S izes: 
SM, M , L, XL 

Only $35. 
POSTPAID 

GIANT Catalog of Camouflage 
& ~eqnan Militaria - $2. (Free w/ Order) 

KRUPPER 
BOX 177~ • SYRACUSE, N.Y. 13208 

COMBAT ZONE TRAINING CENTER. Physical fitness, com­
bat karate, range. Serious only, SASE. HOGAN, PO Box 424, 
East r,,ieadow, NY 11554. (105) 

PRIVATEIC<;lNFIDENTIAL overseas mail drop. Professional 
remailing an,d mail forwarding services. Economical rates, 
FREE ' information. KATTEGAT. TSTPO 98103, Kowloon, 
HONG KONG. (105-ck) 

MILITARY MEDALS & DECORATIONS, bought/sold/traded. 
Current list '$1; subscription $6. VERNON, Box 1387SF, N. 
Baldwin, NY 11510 (VISA/MASTERCARD). (110) 

JULY 86 



NOVA XR5000 STUN GUN $55.95. Battery and charger $14. 
Vinyl, nylon, black holsters available. NOVA, PO Box 93312, 
Cleveland, OH 44101-5312. (105) 

BUMPER STICKER PRINTING DEVICE. Cheap, simple, port­
able. Free details. BUMPER, PO Box 22791 (ABM), Tampa, FL 
33622. (106) 

PLANNING A RUMBLE in the jungle? We have the gear. $2 
for complete catalog. MILITEX SALES, Dept. RJ, Box 46499, 
Chicago, IL 60646. (105) ' 

TIGER STRIPE JUNGLE FATIGUES, military specification 
4-pocket jackets, 6-pocket pants, Vietnam pattern - $52 per 
suit. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver. CO, 80221. MASTERCARD 
& VISA ACCEPTED! (105-6) 

MIUTARIA AND COLLECTABLES. New catalog of British 
WWII badges, uniforms, insignia, Polish WWII insignia, collect· 
able toys and miscellanla. Send $~ for list and reeeive free 
"War Illustrated" magazine from WWII. LIGHT BRIGADE, 
1504 LVBD, South Las Vegas, NV 89104. (105) 

S.E.A.L. CAMOUFLAGE BERETS, Vietnam Tiger Stripe w/ 
Crest $25, current issue w/Crest $24. A.H.A., PO Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. (105-7) 

NEW YORK OR RHODE ISLAND State Pin - Statue of 
Liberty $5. Postpaid, RICHMOND NEWS, 47 Richmond 
Street, Providence, RI 02903. (105) 

"BE SMART' TAKE ADVANTAGE-' be 2 inches· taller. 
Men's height increasing shoes. Look regular, inexpensive, 
guaranteed, free brochure: MIDLAND SHOES, 8831 Gosnell, 
Charlotte, NC 28212. (105) 

lite Ultimate Hl·Perform•n•• Open Fa~waarl 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all stale~ and Federal Gun 
Laws, both $4. Police catalog $2. 'SCHLES~lli!GER, PO. Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. (105) l 
RANDALL KNIVES** *CUSTOM KNIVES; lritmediate deliv· 
ery * * No wailing! NORDIC KNIVES has about 300 in stock at 
all times. Glossy color photos of the knives are inclµded with 
our lists. List prices are $2 for RANDALL, $3 for CUSTOM, or 
both for $4. We are honorary members of the KnifemaJ<er's 
Guild and a major dealer for RANDALL MADE KNIVES. 
Address NORDIC KNIVES, 1634·C4 Copenhagen Dr., Sol· 
vang, CA 93463. Phone (B05) 688-3612. (1.08) : · 

BOUNTY HUNTERS, over 100 MILLION QOUARS in RE­
WARDS AVAILABLE. Free infor11;1ation write: BOUNTY 
HUNTERS, Suite 413, 1251 South: R!'lynoid~, Toledo, OH 
43615. (112) . : i ' . 
"EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE disposal designs on T-shirts, 
hats, buckles, mugs. Call (703) 451-2548 ot send $1 for cata­
log to: SSP, PO Box 5017, Springfield, Virginia 22150." (106) 

RHODESIAN/SOUTH AFRICAN WAR b<i<iks unobtainable 
USA. Write: GALAGO PUBLISHING, PO Box 404,, Alberton 
1450, SOUTH AFRICA, for free catalogue. (106) : 

WE HAVE THINGS FOR SALE that can't be advertised in this 
magazine. Catalog $1. PO Box 1B81, Murfreesboro, TN 
37133. (110) I 

TIGER TRADING POST, milltary and camping supplies at low 
prices. Price list $1. PO Box 660756: Miami, F).. 33266-0756. 
(106) . 

Record telephone conversations ln:your. 
office or home. Connects between :any· 
cassette or tape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LINE. 'S.tarts 
automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. 
Stops recorder when phone is hung up. 
This device is not an answering service. 

Super Powerful 

Wireless Mi~: . 
10 times more powerful than other mies. 
Transmits up to v. m~e to any Ffll .r.idio. 
Easy to assemble kit 15V battery (not incl.) 1, • . ,: 
Catt (305) 725-1000 or oend $1Jj.95+ $1.ljOoll ppl~g per 
Item to US! Colp, P.O. Box SF-2052, Melb!ju, FL a29Q1. 
COD'• accept. For catalog of trallSfllitlers, :VOlce jsclarliblers 
and other specialty Items, enc1ose'sitoo to ljSJ cerp~ · · 

'· 
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CATALOG 

SECURITY 
& 

MIUTARY 

UNIQUE 
CATALOG 

Now 19811-87 Edition 
now available! 

This 40·page mail-order 
catalog features quality 
military and security equip­
ment at discount prices. 
Many items in it you will not 
find in any other catalogs! 

Includes U.S., British and Israeli equipment and clothing, 
personal defense products, police equipment, surveillance 
electronics, tear gas/smoke grenades, telephone devices, 
knives, flashlights, optics, military manuals, survival pro­
ducts, genuine military clothing and much more. Discount 
prices, free shipping, unique selection, fast service. This 
40-page catalog is an essential catalog for all SOF readers. 
Price is $2, deductable from first order. Free catalog. 

ALCAN, INC., P.O. Box 2187, Bellingham, WA 98227 

ARMY RADIOS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack Radio, compact, 
transmits-receives 46-54 Mhz FM, with battery box, antenna, 
crystal, handset: $22.50 a piece, $42.50/pair. PRC-510 Back· 
pack Radio (Canadian version of GI PRC-10), transmits­
receives 38·55 MHz FM continuous tuning, with battery box, 
antenna, handset: $39.50 apiece, $n.501pair. Factory mint 
PRC-9 Backpack Radio, transmits-receives 28-38 MHz FM 
continuous tuning: $52.50 apiece, sn.50 with good condition 
battery box, antenna handset. Factory mint R-108 Vehicle/ 
Field Receiver, 20-28 MHz FM: $27.50. R-748 Receiver. 130· 
150 MHz single channel AM: $27.50. 45-day replacement 
guarantee. Add $9.50 shipping-handling. BA YTRONICS, 
Dept. SOF, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44870. (105) 

NEW OD ARMY JUNGLE FATIGUES, medium-regular. $45 
set postpaid. ALAIN MASON, Box99317, Stockton, CA95209. 
(106) 

LC·1 ALICE PACKS, US issue medium pack w/straps NEW 
$35. LC-1 large pack with frame & straps $70. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver. CO 80221. MasterCard & VISA accepted! 
(105-3) 

SECRET MAIL is back. Keep yourself discreet. A low-profile 
remail service. Contact: H.M., PO Box 52117, Miami, FL 
33152. (106) 

PROUD 'NAM VETS-now available, commie buster Vietnam 
T-shirt. 2 colors on heavy gray shirt. Specify size, send $9 to: 
A.M.S., PO Box 5035, Dept. F, Old Bridge, NJ 08857. (106) 

CAMOUFLAGE SHORTS, Rhodesian "BRUSH" pattern $32, 
US Tiger Stripe $16, South African "SHADOW" pattern $28, 
US Woodland pattern $16. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver. CO 
80221. (105-9) 

Thick, 
High-Grade 
Leather 

~~=YS TAIWlETUSE TM 

Add 5'/o Sltlpplng" Ins. In U.S.A. PRICES ORIGI~~.~~~ ~rr.~ 11~:rs 
- Fonllgn Add 211'/o - LEATHER BELT CARRIER $7.95 

• A FORMIOABLE SURVNAL TOOL• 

When SWu'!J -·· ICIHEllC ENEllGY Makes 
""J!~:i.~~=--

• WHIP111n1:1 Instructions Included. 
. The IOOllESr OUAUTY. 11lUGllEST BU11WIUPS 

Avaiable - Perfectly 8AlANCED Foo' ACCURACY. 
CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS caJi (512) 697-8900 j 

Send VISA CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
MC, Check P.O. Box 100724 Dept. SOF-7 
or M.O. To SAN ANTONIO TEXAS 78 

SPECIAL FORCES VIPEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31·20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape 1: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3: Air Op· 
erations-Communications; 4: Water Operations-Communica­
tions; 5: Demolition-Engineering-Medical Aspects of SF Op­
erations. VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping & han­
dling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California Ave., Ste 206, 
Reno, NV 89509. (104-lt) 

INVENTIONS, IDEAS, new products wantedl Presentation to 
industry/national exposition. Call toll-free 1 ·800-528-6050. In 
Canada, 1-800-528-6060. Ext. 831. (107) 

PRIVACY-CONFIDENTIAL MAIL. Forwarding/receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available. SASE, 
books. MAIL DROP, Box 18039-SF8, Ortando, FL 32860. 
(113) 
WILDERNESS SKILLS, survival courses. Adventure treks. $1 
for information. BOLD ADVENTURERS, USA, Dept. SOF, PO 
Box 873, Rome, NY 13440. (109) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Pots, 
Grenades) - Largest, most complete assortment of brand­
new smoke products. Capacities from 4,000 to 500,000 cubic 
feet of dense smoke in from 30 seconds to about 6 minutes. 
Excellent for smoke screens, dispersing crowds, signaling, fire 
drills, war games, etc. We pay all shipping charges to the lower 
48 states. Also flare guns, meteor and parachute Dares, tear 
gas, milltary knives, and much more! Dealer inquiries invited. 
Write on your letterhead. Send $2 (refundable with order) for 
catalogue. SIGNUS, Box 33712-K14, Phoenix, AZ B5067. 
(105) 

FIREWORKS- Firecrackers, Rockets, Roman Candles, 
much more! Low prices. Highest quality. Shipped year-round 
to all states. Illustrated catalog-$1. EAGLE FIREWORKS, 
Dept. 3G, Box 800, Clackamas, OR 97015. (110-lt) 

ADVENTURER'S)~ 
Casbah·· 

DUELING KNIFE 

~The Original 

Largest, Longest, 
Strongest 

LOCKBLADE FOLDERS 
In The World! 

• 161'1" LONG - OPENED 

• THE ORIGINAL GYPSY DUELING 
KNIFE Used In Duels AU Over 
EUROPE And In The casbahs of 

• 9V.:' x 2 .. Folded 
• 7V.:' LONG TEMPERED STAINLESS 

TOLEDO STEEL BLADE 1 v.'' WIDE 
• SIX STEEL LOCKING ~., .... 

TEETH ...... 
• SOLID BRASS "~ :t~ 

BOLSTERS ... 0o'° 

Add 5% SHIPPING & INS. IN USA 
- FOREIGN ADD 20% -

CASABLANCA, 
KHARTOUM 

&CAIRO. 

Custom Molded Leather Scabbard 

~~~~~=e?·n~/ ~Jack) $29. 95 
X·tra Lge SULT AN MODEL 

:~~:: ~l~~'eo $139.95 
THE ONLY OUWNG 

LOCKBLAOES AVAILABLE 

CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA 
MC, Check 
or MO to: 

CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. SOF-7 

Sen Antonio. TX 78201 

WANTED: ARMOR AND ARMORED WARFARE: books, 
magazines, articles, technical manuals. Also back issue~: 
"SOLDIER OF FORTUNE," and "COMBAT WEAPONS." PO 
Box 4n, Bohemia, NY 11716. (105) 

WW2 MAP-POSTER. Exact lull-size (32x24), lull-color, two­
sided reproduction of ALCOA's 1943 "GLOBAL WAR" Map. 
Divisional emblems, Insignias, ratings for Army, Navy, 
Marines; aircraft identificalton, flags, markings (Allied and 
Axis); MUCH MORE. Great to display. Send $4.95 ($5.95 flat) 
to: MAPS, Box 728, Lynch, KY 40855. IMMEDIATE SHIP­
MENT. (106) 

MILITARY HISTORY, technology book and articte finding ser· 
vice. Free brochure. Write: MILITARY/INFO, PO Box 27640-
SF, Golden Valley, MN 55427. (106) 

FRENCH CAMOUFLAGE uniforms, current issue F-1 
"LIZARD" pattern camo 4-pocket jacket & pants NEW $65, 
with cap $80. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver. CO 80221. MAS· 
TERCARD & VISA ACCEPTED! (105-4) 

LATEST COMBAT & SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, and 
weapons. Hard-to-get items at a fraction of. the cost. Send $5 
for catalog, and receive a $5 coupon on the first order. G.I., PO 
Box 282, Caledonia, Ml 49316. (106) 

COMMUNICATE EFFECTIVELY on the day alter: survival 
communications handbook provides information cin emergen­
cy radio communications and equipment. $9.95. SURVIVAL 
PUBLICATIONS, 457 Varney Street, Manchester, NH 03102. 
(105) 

MOVING? 
.... 

PLACE LABEL HERE 

. ... 

NR/1115 

Stttel Apt. l'lo. · 

cu,.1 state t Zip 

Mail it to: SOLDIER OF FORTIJNI! Magazine, 
P.O. Box 348, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
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M16 72" 
Patrol Sling 

fASHIOMABLE PROTECTIVE EYEWEAR 

Clem, Amber, Lt. Green 
Dk. Green - $9.95 ea. ($1 .00 P&H) 

TCA 
P.O.Box 412 Sidney, NE, 69162 

NEWEST AND MOST PROFESSIONAL RECON SCHOOL. 
Be one of the first to train with the best. Applications now being 
taken. Bi·lingua/ Special Forces trained instruction. Live fire 
US and foreign weapons. Patrolling, unconventional warfare, 
Alpine, Para, Assault. Send $1 for details, class schedules and 
fees. THE REGIMENT LTD., PO Box 5285, Hickory, NC 
28603. (105) 

"U.S. ARMY GUERRILLA WARFARE" 
(FM 31 -21 - Large Edition) 

NOW ONLY $7 .00 Postpaid 
Free book catalog o n request 
Send Cash , Check or M .O . to: 

"THE GREAT KEN HALE" 
P.O. Box 395, McDonald, Ohio 44437·0395 

No personal checks, please. 

POLICE-COMBAT EQUIMENT - Discounted! Huge catalog 
- $1 (refundable). CROWN, 878A Jackman, El Cajon, CA 
92020. (105-1) 

FREE VIETNAM CATALOG. Combat tapes, T-shirts, docu­
ments, flags, much more; enclose 22-cent stamp to: BIEN 
HOA PRODUCTIONS, Box 56 (Dept. RMN), Fayetteville. AR 
72702. (105) 

NUCLEAR WAR TARGET listing of hundreds of Military, Gov­
ernment, Industrial, and population targets in all 50 United 
States. It's getting late. $3.95. TARGETS, Box 2661, Decatur, 
IL 62526. (105) 

TEXTBOOK FOR BODYGUARDS/ Reveals unarmed, knife, 
stick, handgun, crossbow methods! $ 12 MANUAL ON 
TRADECRAFT! Evasive tactics , escape , counter­
surveillance, improvised weapons, self-defense, mental con­
ditioning, toughening, low-profile secrets! $10 GUARAN­
TEED! BRADLEY STEINER, Box 1278, Seattle, WA 981 11 . 
(105) 

SURVIVAL TREASURE - trade paper for gold and silver 
bullion. Lowest prices. Complete confidentiality. Details plus 
illustrated precious metals catalog - $1 . COPLON'S, Box 
11920, Winston-Salem, NC 27116. (105) 

lhese ate Hew, Quality U.S. Mlg. 100% WOOL, /rom Original German 
Patterns. (NOT Asian Made cotton Junk). . Send only $25.00 & size 
& color {Black or Field Green) ... We Pay Postage ... II you collect W. W.12 

send 2·Slamps /or illustraled list ol nems available ONLY 

NO-PLACE-BUT-W.W. 2 LTD. 
P.O. BOX 2063-F ST. LOUIS, MO. 63158 

ROCK CLIMBING AND RAPPELLING. Intensive 2-day 
course $100. Send SASE for info to DARRELL, PO Box 3347, 
Boulder, CO 80307. (105-1) 

BALLISTIC FACEGUARD. 20 layer Kevlar construction stops 
.45 hardball. Special $1 10. Info $1. FRANSE, PO Box 3347, 
Boulder, CO 80307. (105-2) 
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BEHIND THE LINESI Your classified ad in Military Exchange 
will find those hard to reach buyers, sellers, and traders of 
militaria! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE, PO Box 693, Dept. 
SF-7, Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O) 

UZI, H&K, AR15, Ruger Mini-14 accessories! Send $2 (re­
fundable with order) for brochure. All the goodies you've been 
looking for. Discounts available. GUNS PLUS, 259 Bobby 
Jones Expwy., Martinez, GA 30907. (105) 

FIREWORKS, M-80 SALUTES, smoke, 1 OOs of items. 4-day 
delivery. Low prices. Catalog $1 . POB 1881 , Murfreesboro, TN 
37133. (108) 

RANGER-AIRBORNE-BODYGUARD Training catalog and 
complete information, $4 ($5 foreign). CSTC, 2100 North 
Broadway, Suite 37, Santa Ana, CA 92706. (105) 

RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE and metal unit badges. Abso­
lutely genuine. PLUS original prints of military vehicles and 
uniforms. Authentic elephant hair bracelets $15. Send $1 for 
price list to COMMAND POST, 3025 Highway 31 South, 
Pelham, AL 35124. Phone (205) 663-5678. (1 08) 

U.S. DOLLAR, we sell U.S. dollar for foreign currencies, write 
for quotation. Vendemos do/ares Americanos, aceptamos 
monedas varias, para informacion escribir. ELECTROBABLE, 
PO Box 441, Beloeil, Quebec, Canada J3G-5S9. (105) 

MILITARY HISTORY 
ON VIDEOCASSETTES 
See military history as it happened! World 
War I through the Falkland~ campaign. The 
other side of World War JI: original Germon 
combat newSt:eels and feo lures of the great 

bottles. Rare Allied Army ond Air Force documentaries. Also Korea, Vietnam, 
ond contemporary Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced from originol source 
materials. RetaNHS, also PAL Standard. Reasonoble prices, fosl service. Write 
or phone for free illuslrated catalog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Box 29035 , Chicago, Illinois 60629, Phone 3 12 -436-8051. 

STREETFIGHTER'S HANDBOOK, don't let that bully make a 
fool out of you. Send $3.95 plus $1 .05 shipping to: FARO, Box 
17278, Mpls, MN 55417. (105) 

SPECIAL FORCES INSIGNIA and headdress of the world. 
Latest illustrated catalogue available now from England's fast­
est growing exporter to the U.S. Send $2 (refundable) to: 
A.B.I., 1 o Chatham Street, Ramsgate, Kent. ENGLAND. Te/­
phone England 843-67816 (24 hours). (105) 

CATALOGUE- insiders confidential procurement directory: 
electronics, chemicals. weapons, identification and more. $25. 
PULASKI, No. 102, 3767 Fitteen Mile. Sterling, Ml 48077. 
(105) 

II I 1r*1~ JJ l J.~ J ~.\\~"'
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MILITARY MEDALS 

Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges. Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals , 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! 

o FREE CATALOG! o - ! 
~:mm· ........ ,................................................. . .. 

WRITE TODAY! ~ MEDALS, BOX 16279 SF 
FT HARRISON P.O. INOIANAPOLIS. IN 46216-9998 

CADILLACS, MERCEDES, PORSCHE, ETC. direct from 
Government. Seized in drug raids. Available your area. Save 
$thousands$. (216) 453--3000, ext. A8136. (105) 

ALASKAN FISHING JOBS. BIG MONEY. EXCITEMENT. 
Send $1 (refundable) to: J.C. THOMPSON, PO Box 20403-S, 
Seattle, WA 98102. (105) 

BADGES. Custom made - your specifications. Huge selec­
tion. Giant catalog, $5 (refundable). CROWN, 878A Jackman, 
El Cajon. CA 92020. (105-2) 

NEW US MARINE COLOR GUARD from Britian's line of Mod­
el Soldiers hand-painted plus 54mm castles with Knights and 
more : RUSH $1 FOR CATALOGS. SHOWCASE MINIA­
TURES, PO Box 1011, Dept. SF, Hutchinson, KS 67504-1011 . 
(105) 

DISCREET MAIL FORWARDING and telephone message 
retrieval. Services tailored to individual needs. EXECUTIVE 
ADDRESSES, 1616 - 17th Street, Suite M-76, Denver, CO 
80202. Ph. (303) 628-5465. (105) 

REGIMENTAl INSIGNIA & WEAPONRY 

® 
• SAS • RAF • SLACK WATCH 
• PARR • RM • CAMERONS 
• RSDG • RN • GUARDS etc. 

Import Catalog $1.00 
BRITISH REGAllA IMPORTS 

Deportment-6 
P.O. Sox 50473 • Nashville, TN 37205 

llf)J)Y 
J\)l)lfl 
ESSENTIAL AMINO ACID & PROTEIN TABLETS 

ESSENTIAL for 
SURVIVAL CACHE Guaranteed ten years 
FIELD RATIONS Lightweight, high potency 
BUILDING MUSCLE During training 
Specially formulated by our biochemists to deliver 100% 
of the World Health Org. standard for Essential Amino 
Acids your body needs even if no other food is available. 
FREE SILVER BAR With case order .999 fine 1 oz. 

Limited offer Order NOW 

7 day adult supply $7.95/bottle 
3 month supply $89.00/12 bottle case plus 
$2.00 per order shipping 

Send check or money order or VISA/MC#, 
exp. date, signature to 

Powerlood, Inc. 
2800 7th St., Berkeley CA 94710 

WISH TO BUY OLD DEFAULTED Austrian and German 
Bonds issued in US $ 1920-1935 period. Particularly City of 
Vienna I Tyrol Hydro Electric I Government of Austria 1930 
International Loan-Rhine I Westphalia Electric Power Co. 
Please Air Mail xeroxes of what you have and other particulars. 
WILLIAM THOMNAS HARDISON JR. / PO Box 90857 / Nash­
ville, TN 37209-0857 fT el: {615) 297-0273 IT elex 221500 as as 
att: WT H. (106) 

BADGES OF THE SOVIET Armed Fo;ces Elite Units and KGB 
- reprint of the rare Russian language publication! English 
translations for all- photographs and illustrations! 100 pages, 
black and white and color! $12.50 plus $2.50 postage! Guaran­
teed! CLOAK AND DAGGER. 825A 25th Street, Ogden, UT 
84401 . (105) 

PARA-COMMANDO SURVIVAL COURSE! Southern Califor­
nia area. Learn survival skills in natural and man-made hostile 
environments with comprehensive weapons training. (714) 
978-0266. (105) 

CAPS, WITH MILITARY INSIGNIAS of Elite Fighting Forces, 
send SASE tor illustrated folders. A&D PRODUCTS, Box 286-
S056, Belair, MD 21014. (105) 

• Bug & Tap Detecto rs 
•Mini CCTV 
• Vo ice Changers 
• Courie r Brie fcases 
• Voice Scramblers 
• Books 
• Night Vision • Non-Lethal Weaponry 
• Surveillance • M in i Tape Recorders 

Send $25.00 for 1986 Security Products 
Catalog and New Report ' 'The Business 
o f Spying, ·· o n How To Protect Your 
Privacy & Security 

Sherwood Communications 
2789 Philmont Ave., Suite 108SF 
Huntingdon Valley Pa. 19006 
Phone(215)357-9065 

WANTED: Military, POW mail, etc. What have you? Descrip­
tion/photocopy; your price/my offer. WAR COVERS, Box 
22338, Kansas City, MO 64113. {106) 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG! Ultimate privacy techniques. 
Secret hiding places. Cash income opportunities. Financial 
privacy. EDEN PRESS, PO Box8410-SR, Fountain Valley, CA 
92728. (110-1) 

FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOG! Get new credit. jobs, 
degrees. Home businesses. Cash income opportunities. 
EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-SP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
(11 0-2) 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Protect property. Win custody cus­
tody you want. Sharpest tactics revealed. 228-page book, 
$14.95. Guaranteed. EDEN PRESS, PO Box 8410-DD, Foun­
tain Valley, CA 92728. (110-3) 
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DELCO SURVIVALISTS seeking serious minded persons to 
form a survival group. Write: RELICTUS, PO Box 194, Pros­
pect Park, PA 19076. (106-SV) 

SOUTH AFRICAN and Rhodesian badges and medals 
bought, sold and traded. Send $5 for a list, refundable against 
1st order to: KAPLAN'S, PO Box 132, GERMISTON 1400, 
SOUTH AFRICA. (107) 

357 SEMI-AUTO MARKING GUNS - 62 CAL. We sell 
wholesale all guns, paint pellets, single shot 68 cal., 62 cal. 
Low, low prices. GANGBUSTER'S DEALERSHIPS AVAIL­
ABLE WORLDWIDE. TRAINING. Call (513) 874-0182. 4722-
C Interstate Drive, Cincinnati, OH 45246. (106) 

AUSTRALIA WANTS YOU! I immigrated, you can too! Book­
let explains how. $10. DOWN UNDER, Box 2402, Mesquite, 
TX 75149. (106) 

FFL APPLICATION KIT! Correct "procedures.·· latest revised 
BATF instructions! License guaranteed or full refund! $5. 
MONARCH, Box 65-GR, Golden, CO 80402. (105) 

OFFSHORE JOBS! All occupations! $15,000 - $75,000! 
Week on, week off! Companies now hiring! Free details! 
OFFSHORE, Box 4478-SF, Biloxi, MS 39531. Send long, 
stamped envelope. (105-ck) 

•••••••••••••••••••• 
: G.I. SURPLUS : 
• G.I. Combat Boots. New-I rregular-Black- • 
• Smooth toe. Most sizes available. S26.95 pr. • • • e New 0.0. Cotton Fatigue Shirt. Size 14'12 x e 
• 33 only. $5.95 ea. • 
e ARVN Rucksack with steel X-Frame. Condi- e 
e tion Fair - Needs Repair. S4.95 ea. e 
e Add $2.00 per item - UPS. Cashier's Check or Money e e Order (U.S. Funds Only}. Foreign orders accepted. e 
• Bacon Creek Gun Shop • 
: P.O. Box 814 Dept. SOF : 
e Corbin, KY 40701 e 
• 606-528-4860 • •••••••••••••••••••• 
CAMOUFLAGE MEDIC'S SCRUB SHIRT- US Military style 
woodland pattern. Size S,M,L,XL. $19.95 each, add $3 ship­
ping. OU RIND, 40 E. Papago N.C., Dept. 3, Tempe, AZ.85281. 
(107) 

ELITE UNIT MEMO PADS! Large size professional (51k x 81k) 
memos, 50 sheets! Your choice! Air America, MAC/SOG, Top 
Secret, Confidential KGB, OSS, SAS, Military Intelligence! $2 
each, any six pads for $10! $2.50 postage. Guaranteed! Free 
catalog! CLOAK AND DAGGER, 825A 25th Street, Ogden, UT 
84401 . (105-1) 

MILITARY INTELLIGENCE- A PICTURE HISTORY! Large 
size. official photographic history of US Military Intelligence! 
Hundreds of Intelligence-related photos on spies, codes, MAC/ 
SOG, etc.! 195 pages, softcover. Rush $16.50 plus $2.50 
postage! Guaranteed' Free catalog! CLOAK AND DAGGER. 
825A 25th Street, Ogden, UT 84401. (105-2) 

•********************* 
~ MICRO BUGS Advanced bugging equip -tc 
:it ment. Concrete mikes . telephone and pen bugs. : 
:it ---.. and more. Send $2.00 10 MICROCOM * ~·· TECH CORP. lor catalog . Refundable "! 
:it ·: : with purchase. Unbeatable prices . ; 
:it ~ MICROCOM TECH CORP. F -tc * 'h MILE RANGE -P.O. Box 347341 •Cleveland. OH 44134-tc 

********************** 
CLOAK AND DAGGER PUBLICATIONS! Free catalog of 
books, rubber stamps, collector's items relating to espionage 
and clandestine operations! CLOAK AND DAGGER, 825A 
25th Street, Ogden. UT 84401 . (105-3) 

BOOKS - MANUALS. All subjects - publichers. Dis­
counted. Huge catalog - $1 . CROWN, 878A Jackman, El 
Cajon, CA 92020. (105-3) 

CIA MAPS AND PUBLICATIONS available to the public! A 
48-page detailed listing of maps and publications with prices 
and ordering instructions! Official CIA publication! Rush $5 
plus $2.50 postage. Guaranteed! Free catalog! CLOAK AND 
DAGGER, 825A 25th Street, Ogden, UT 84401 (105-4) 

"PEN GUN" - .22 cal you make with simple tools and materi­
als. Guaranteed. Rush $4.95. ENTIUM, Box 1650(6), Carolina, 
PR 00628. (105) 

JULY 86 

VIET CONG 
HUNTING CLUB 

Original jacke1 patch sold and worn. In 

Vietnam. Rare collectors item. Rush $3.00 

plus soc postage and handling to: 
DIRECTLINE, Dept VC 

P.O. Box 529 
Comstock Park, Mt 49321 

CAVALRY 
SLOUCHES 
from the Amer. 
West to the DMZ 

Made of quality black fur felt with a leather 
sweat band and dbl. stitched rim. this hat is 
like those worn by chopper pilots in Nam. 
Avail. in sizes 7. 71/.. 7112. 

With sabre $·55 WlthOUt s53 
1ns1g & cord ppd rnsrg & cord ppd 

"AFRIKA KORPS" 
STYLE M-43 

FIELD HATS 
Quality made and fully lined in Woodland. 
Day Desert or Tiger Stripe, Night Desert, 
Cammo. Also avail. in Black or Khaki. Field 
Grey Sizes S-M-L-XL $26. 50 ppc1 

ill. catalog 1.50 or Free w/order 

MILITARIA INC. 
138 Kearny Ave .. Dept. SF 

Kearny, N.J. 07032 (201) 998-7471 

IS IT TRUE YOU CAN BUY JEEPS for $44 through the US 
Government? Get the facts today! Call (312) 742-1142, ext 
331-A. (105) 

"MUSHROOMS CURE TERRORISM" (picture of a 
Mushroom Cloud) bumper sticker. $3.50 to: BULLSTAR EN­
TERPRISES, PO Box 1822, Glendora, CA 91740. (105) 

GI SURPLUS: A brand-new list of military items (new & used), 
includes clothing, knives, footwear, lieldgear, manuals, etc. 
Send $1 to: THE SUPPLY SERGEANT, Dept. SF, 4300 High­
way 20, Buford, GA 30518. (106) 

TRACK DOWN ANYONE- learn the secrets of skip tracing 
from the and start making money in this exciting, fast-growing 
field. Send $4.95 to HOLMES PUBLISHING, PO Box 5558, 
Mesa, AZ. 85201. (105) 

LAMINATED 
leather handle. 
Rich leather belt 
sheath contains honing 
stone, leg ties. Imported. 
IF BROKEN WITHIN 10 YEARS WE WILL REPLACE FREE! Use 
30 days, ii not pleased return lor relund. REGULARLY $14.95. 
NOW ONLY $7.95 PLUS $1 .95 delivery. send $9.90 today! 
MIDWEST KNIFE CO.. Dept. S-3011 , 9043 S. Western Ave .. 
Chicago, IL 60620. Mail orders only. Our 48th year. (312) 445-6166 
SPECIAL - 2 kniv.es for $18.00 prepaid. 

"NEED MAIL FORWARDING, remails, answering service? 
We're confidential and inexpensive. Send SASE." B. THO­
MAS, GPO Box 2083, Brooklyn, NY 11202. (105) 

THE AMERICAN. An American statement ol pride and free­
dom. In script on 8 \.2 x 11 inch parchment. For display, home, 
office, gift. Send $5 to: D. RAULERSON, No. 2, 507 Elm, 
Norfolk, NE 68701. (105) 

SHARK SKIN- imitation handled 9" surgical steel teflon lock­
blade Tanto. Guaranteed to shave hair or money back. Send 
$24.95 to: R&S SALES, PO Box 415, Section 3, Roseburg, OR 
97470. (105) 

POLICE OFFICERS WANTED: comprehensive nationwide 
listings of current openings. Gives salary, qualifications. 46 
pages. Published bi-monthly. $16.95/year, single issue $6. 
POLICE CAREER INFORMATION DIGEST, Box 1672, Eaton 
Park, FL 33840. ( 1 05) 

ATTENTION EOD! Novelty items available. Free brochure. 
Contact D-K SALES, (301 )743-3230, or Box 165, Indian Head, 
MD 20640. (105) 

COMBAT AMMUNITION: EVERYTHING YOU NEED TO 
KNOW - author Duncan Long explains how to make your own 
special types of ammo: tracers, multiple projectile rounds and 
more! 81kx11 , hardcover, photos, tables, charts, appendices, 
136 pp. Send $22.95 ppd. to: PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 
1307-LCC, Boulder, CO 80306. (105) 

BEST GUN DEALER KIT! Applications, instructions, "Guide," 
wholesalers, etc., $4 (refundable). ALLIED, Drawer 5070FN, 
Glendale, AZ. 85312. (107-1) 

BIG MAPS! Over 50,000 military, travel, intelligence, survival, 
topographic, political and other maps! Catalog $3 (refundable). 
ALLIED, Drawer 5070FO, Glendale, AZ. 85312. (107-2) 

"HOW TO TEACH YOUR DOG- to guard your fenced-in 
yard," "How to poison-proof your pet." $2.50 each, postpaid. 
C.J. CHAPMAN, Box 410, Aripeka, FL 34252-0410. (105) 

ATTENTION MARINES- see our large selection of USMC 
hats and shirts. Bold designs, a must for all lethernecks! Free 
brochure, fast service. BULL DOG HAT CO., 6278 N. Federal 
Hwy., Suite 301 , Fort Lauderdale, FL 33308. (105) 

NUTS! THE BATTLE OF BASTOGNE may be history, but a 
Military Exchange classified ad will grab those militaria collec­
tors you want to reach today! THE MILITARY EXCHANGE. PO 
Box 693, Dept. SF-7, Boulder, CO 80306. (114-T/O) 

LAW BADGES AND PATCHES send $1 for list or $6 for 12 
monthly lists. BPEC. Dept. 1285, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 
90720. (112-lt) 

FREE PRIVACY CATALOG. Cash income opportunities. Hid· 
ing your assets. Fionancial privacy, secret loans. EDEN 
PRESS, Box 8410-PV, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (105) 

CONFIDENTIAL FLORIDA ADDRESS. Mail forwarding/re­
ceiving. Code name fine. Street address. Many services avail­
able. Write: ROSS PVBLICATIONS, PO Box 5335, Gaines­
ville, FL 32602. (106) 

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSEES make money! Sell guns 
and ammunition to others. Order guns for non-licensees on 
cost-plus basis. Buy wholesale. FREE: "Starting Your Oen 
Gun Business" and "What To Do After Applying.'· Other be­
nefits, license guaranteed or refund! $7.95. METRO, Box 
2161-TM, Boulder, CO 80306. (105) 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
.$5.95 RHODIUM 

CATALOG WITH PL1RCHASE. 
P.O. Box 20378 • Dallas, TX 75220 

VIETNAM MAPS, 15 war-era map set, $3.95. Patrol quads list 
$2 (refundable). Both $5. ALLIED, Drawer 5070FG, Glendale, 
AZ. 85312. (107-3) 

BULLETPROOFING! "'Make body armor, shirts." $2.95. "Bul­
letprooling homes," walls $2.95. "Bulletproof glass secrets," 
$1 .95. All three $6.95! ALLIED. Drawer 5070FH. Glendale, AZ. 
85312. (107-4) 

AGENT ORANGE MAP- FREE to Vietnam Vets. Send -
SASE. ALLIED, Drawer 5070FP, Glendale, AZ. 85312. (107-5) 

" RED TRACER BULLETS," homemade - $3. "Rifles VS 
Aircraft," new - $3. Both publications $5. ALLIED, Drawer 
5070FW, Glendale, AZ. 85312. (107-6) 

INVESTIGATOR'S SKIP TRACING- track down anybody, 
anywhere. Learn special techniques and trick for locating cre­
dit skips, missing persons and persons in hiding. Manual in­
cludes confidential list of telephone company "CINA" numbers 
which may help locate people. Send $8, CM TECHNOLOGY, 
Dept. SF, Box 5633, Washington, DC 20016. (107) 

TELEPHONE "HOT?" Your most sensitive home or office 
conversations may be travelling right through your telephone 
and down the line to an eavesdropper's listening post - even 
though the telephone is hung up! In counterspy language, it's 
called a "hookswitch bypass." A tiny component costing less 
that 1 O cents turns any telephone into a powerful espionage 
tool. The victim and the phone company never know. Learn all 
about this threat as well as the simple methods for checking 
your phone and even preventing such an attack. Our complete, 
illustrated report just $10. CM TECHNOLOGY, Dept. SF, Box 
5633, Washington, DC 20016. (107) 

~~ _ .' • Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
~ :.. ~·~.- ... ~elf re liance can lead you to an excit· 
:,.~ -N · mg career opportunity. Solve myster· 
liSe · ·.~ : d\;i.Y; ies, _bring criminals to justice, protect 

~~· the innocent. Experts guide you every 
SECRET . step of the way. Men and women 
EQUIPMENT needed to work in cha llenging situa-
S.mmuce Equlpm111t · · h • ct · · 
CrilftlMllotr 1111• IHila, ~ttons, wit Stan mg hardships, 
lfl1fc1u Til1phon11. L•t make on the spot decisions. 
:::~;~~~~~~f.~ ?:i'::"-d . ; ~earn th~ latest _ investiga· 
Nl1 .. t Scopes, R1p,1llln1 tlve techni51_ues usmg special 
i~t';.~~-Pfua uctr1. law enforce~ent equipment 

. . . the same equipment 
used by the FBI, the CIA. and t he Secret Service. Start your 
dwn investigative agency. Sa ve up LO 25~1 and more on an 
equipmenl. Send for free details. 

Approv<d by Calif. D<pl. of Public lnstnu:l. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 
DEPT. SF607, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 92799 , 

I Rush me your "Detective" Career Kit-No salesman wlll call. I 
I N1m1 Afl•-1 
I Addrwa I 
L ~~~-=-=-=--=-------------------------;., 
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ROCKY MOUNTAIN COMMANDO SCHOOL state of the art 
training by SPECIAL FORCES instructors. Additional services 
on request. $3 for information packet. Box 963, Hotchkiss, CO 
81419. (104-11) 

REGULATION INSIGNIA: All Military branches and Police. All 
genuine, over 1,000 items: rank, wings, badges, mini-medals, 
NASA patches, military goods, plus much much more. Catalog 
$2. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-507, 1660 
Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (105) 

MILITARY GOODS CATALOG- Over 70 pages. Camou­
flage jackets, pants, caps, berets. Over 1,000 insignias, 
genuine GI. $2. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-207, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (105) 

MILITARY POLICE: Send $1 for prices on shirts, hats, patch­
es, buckles, etc. MEAN STREETS, Dept. SOF, Box 88, Bos­
ton, MA 02123. (108-lt) 

ORIGINAL CIA black book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $11.95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335, Croton, OH 43013. (105-lt) 

NEW: GERMAN MARCHES on cassettes: Army, Navy, 
Stormtrooper, $9.95 each. Set of all 7 - $49.50. Send SASE 
for free list. HAMMER, PO Box 1393-SFH, Columbus, IN 
47201. (104-lt) 

~96 SIZE $ .CLOSED 
3"-$1.96 
4"·$2.96 
S"-$3.96 

30 DAY MONEY BACK OFFER 

MAIL PRIVACY! Confidential mail forwarding/remailing. For 
details write: POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84111. (106) 

COMBAT HISTORY ON VIDEO CASSETTE! WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam. Over 70 programs. Free list for SASE. CMI, PO Box 
40461 C, Nashville, TN 37204. (105) 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG every 2 monthsl The best new 
books on martial arts, weaponry, self-defense, survival and 
revenge! Send $1 to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-JSO, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (107) 
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HIGHLY DETAILED 
COLORFUL BUCKLES 

' $8.75 ea. 
(fits 1V2' to 134" belt) 
Add $1.50 Postage & Ins. 

PA residen1s add 6% sales tax. 

1V2" Sculpted belt, 
antrque brown (genuine leather), 

$11.75 each 
Please give waist size __ 

R.G.R. DISTRIBUTORS 
H1073SC Ill -~-----, H1071BClll 

::::::St., Hughest;0:n, PA 18640 1 u~1~c :·::~:1:-:~:j:j::: D Brochure. SORRY NO C.O.D.s 

Nam;o Day Money Back Guarantee I ~~: " \H # ' i> 

City 119-~ ....... I USAF ;~;";!;~~;;;~;····;;· ~ 
StateO~r~lio~' USN 

(deductable with 1st order.) 120 

ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE. Complete line Army surplus, 
gun accessories, knives, police, ninja, and survival supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list. HUGH WADE'S OAK· 
SHIRE PLACE, Hiway 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. (901) 
885-6851. (105) 

ARE YOU A FATALIST? Do you believe that somewhere 
there's a bullet cast with your name on it? You can try to avoid 
it, or you can obtain it! To obtain it send $5 plus $1 P&H with 
your name to: KNARF ENTERPRISES, PO Box 325, West 
Chicago, IL 60185. (104) 

OWN YOUR OWN MOUNTAIN CAMPSITE. 20 miles from 
Reno, Nevada. THIS IS NOT A TIMESHARE. Only $300 each. 
In 100 mountainous acres. GEMINI WILDERNESS, 1355 N. 
McCarran, Reno, NV 89512. (104-lt) 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS our specialty. Also, Vietnam 
material. List$1. THE BATTERY PRESS INC., PO Box 3107C, 
Uptown Station, Nashville, TN 37219. (105) 

o, :.··., .,,-

Registerfor 
SOF Convention '86! 

See pag' 14. 

US MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1,000s in stock, 1940 lo current, all 
branches. Large catalog $1. SAUNDERS, Box 414-SF, Ver­
milion, OH 44089-0414. (105-lt) 

CRIMERGHTERS send $2 for Police Catalog. B·PEC, Dept. 
SF1185, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (115) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials: 
Zapruder film, video cassettes, photographs, literature avail­
able. Catalog: $3. COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES, Box 671, Hud­
son, Quebec. (107-11) 

BE A GUN DEALER- almost anyone can. Send $4 for neces­
sary information to G.I., PO Box 282, Caledonia, Ml 49316. 

GOLD: RECOVER PURE GOLD from old scrap circuit boards, 
computers, electronic parts. Easy method. Send $5 for manu­
al. RECYCLING, Box 11216SF, Reno, NV 89510-1216. (105) 

NEED CREDIT! Visa/MC guaranteed. SASE for free details. 
CREDIT CONCEPTS, PO Box 1059, Broomfield, CO 80020. 
(105) 

KNIVES; SWORDS, survival and historic weapons. Legal 
switchblade kits $16. Butterflies and folders $18 dozen. Many 
other items at unbeatable prices. Catalogs $2. DE INTINIS, 
107 Summit Ave., SI, NY 10306. (105) 

finJ Out Anv1hing On Anyone 
Ll·arn Secrl'I lnw,tigatiw Techniques 

Locate missing persons • anyone anywhere. Learn 
to collect huge finder's fees. Bounty hunting, auto 
repossession, bodyguard training, buy secret equip­
ment. Buy training manuals used by professional In­
vestigators, C.l.A. Fascinating catalogue, $1.00. 
Write: Thom .. Publlc•tlone, P.O. Box 33244-BM, 
Auetln, TX 78784 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI- Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-807, 1660 Eubank NE, Albu· 
querque, NM 87112. (105) 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES- 25% off list prices; Also USAF 
NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine! Toll-free; brdering and 
immediate shipment. Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
for free brochure. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NA VY GOODS, Dept. 
A-907, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (105) 

CAMOUFLAGE TIES! A must for every well'dressed out­
doorsman. Genuine military-issue woodland cloth. Choose: 
pointed end or straight fold ... $9.95 each; 2 for $18.95. Add 
shipping: $21st tie; 2 or more $3. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY 
GOODS, Dept. A-307, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 
87112. (105) 
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O YES! Send me one year (12 
Issues) of Soldier of Fortune 
for $24.95 - I save 30"/o 

O I prefer two years (24 Issues) EL 
for only $44.95 - I save 37% 

Sallings based on annual newsstaod rate 
of $36. 

NAME---------------~ 

ADDRESS---------------~ 

CITY STATE __ ZIP __ _ 
BUSFT6 

0 PAYMENT ENCLOSED (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 

0 MASTERCARD 0 VISA 

CARD # -------- ----EXP. OATe...__::_ 

Signature ________________ _ 

Payment must accompany order. Please allow 6-8 weeks tor your first copy to 
be mailed. (Offer good in U.S .. Mexico & Canada only.) 
Ofter expire• 6/30/87 

HONDURAS 

PACIFIC 
OCEAN 

~CONTRA ATTACKS 

A CONTRA CAMPS 

.. MINE EXPLOSION 

NICARAGUA 



MILITARY EXCHANGE 

1 YEAR (12 ISSUES) ONLY $14.00 
SAVE 41% OFF THE ONE-YEAR SINGLE-COPY PRICE! 

D Payment enclosed (must accompany order) 
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OUTLANDER. A KNIFE. 
AND A WAY OF LIFE. 
Men who travel the Outland know what it takes to survive. 
Case knows. too. We've built a special wilderness knife for them . 
And for you. 

The Outlander is light. Only S ounces. And . there's not an ounce of 
waste. Hold it in your hand and feel its compact strength. You 'll wear 
Outlander all day in rough terrain and han;lly know it's there. Until 
you need it. 

Outlander is sharp. The blade is cold , keen steel. The edge is honed . . . 
the back ground at the point. It makes quick. clean work out of 
field dressing . 

And the saw teeth aren't for looks. They work. Really work. You can 
even cut through a small tree. Or bone. 

Other ways to cut it. 
Life in the wild has its share of surpr ises, To help you "cut it," this 
knife has some surprises of its own: 

1. A built-in thermometer warns of frostbite conditions. Also use it to 
read water temperature when fishing . 

2. A floating compass gives you your bearings. 

3. Fish hooks. line. split shot sinkers. Find a stream and you 've 
got a meal. 

4 . Along range signal whistle .. . just in case. 

S. A permanent, waterproof match for heat. light. safety. 

6. A sharpening stone keeps your blade the only way it does you any 
good . . . sharp. 

See Outlander at your local Case retailer. Hold it in your hand. Feel the 
power of the wilderness. Know the spirit of Outlander. 

CASE. The Official Knife Of The Montana Outfitters 
And Guides Association . · 

W. R. CASE & SONS CUTLERY CO. 
Owens Way, Bradford , PA 16701 

© 1986 W. R. Case & So n;Cut iei>,y ,~omJDany. Owens YJay. Bradford . PA 16701 
l . ' ~~ • ' 
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