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This is the famous British Commando 
Sweater (Wooly Pully) adopted by the US 
Military. The natural 100% wool fiber 
content makes the sweat~r super warm. 
the long cut and tight knit ribbed design 
makes it wind proof. Sleeve and shoulder 
patches provide pro1ection at abrasion 
points .• Spectly size: 34, 3&, 3&, 40, 
42, 44, 4&, 48 $39.75/llCh 
Choo11 from: 
O Ottve Orob (OD) Green Crewneck 
(USMC Approved) 
O Blick V Neck with epaulets and name 
plate area on breast (US Army Approved) 
0 Blick Cr1W111ck (no epaulets or name 
plate area) 
0 C1moufl1ge 

- D Commando Sweater - Commercially 
GIE made - patterned atter lhe GI ones. these are commercially 
_ made rn easy care ,100% acrylic. Although they are copies. they are 
I- constructed surpnsrngly true to the all wool ones. complele w1lh 
C sleeve and shoulder patches. Choose between: Olive Orab (00) 
- Green or Black. Specify Size: S, M, L, XL $21 75/each s . . 
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0 Distress Marker ct1:1!¢ilil¢!Bfta > 
Rescue Strobe Light- J!!~· ·~~ 
This is a high inlesity strobe beacon which 
penetrates rain and log and is visible for 
dislances up lo 15 miles. Slandard pilol 
suivival gear. this lighl is about the size ol 
a pack ol cigarettes (1 " x 2" x 4''1") yet 
it puts out a dazzling white llash (250.000 
lumens) 50 times per minu!B for up to 9 hours. 
The unit is waterproof and shockprool. Sold 
oompletewithcaseand 1 ba!Ery . S39.!ICVllCll. 
n Replacement Batteries for Strobe Light 

$9.95/each 

We're Not The Cheapest!! 
But Then, We're Not Trying to Be. 

For over 65 years the Kaulnpn name has been respected lor olfer­
ing lhe lines! in genuine mililary goods and insignia. Our commil­
ment to lirst rate seivice is legendary. Our seivice policy means: 

• All in stock items are shipped no later than the next business 
day regardless ol whether you pay by check. money order. credil 
card or C.O.D. (There is a C.O.D. lee ol $4.00 in addilion to the 
regular shipping) . 

• Toll lree telephone lines direcl lo our Cuslomer Seivice Depart­
ment . We'll nol only be glad to take your orders (every firm with 
an 800 number will do thal) bul we'll also be happy to answer 
your questions. Whelher you're calling lo ask about our mer­
chandise or the status ol an order you placed . we guarantee 
lriendly. courteous seivice. 

No. we're not the cheapest. But you get what you pay lor. If you 
order the cheapest you may wail a long time lor delivery ol some­
thing you may ullimately be unhappy wilh. If you order from Kaul­
.man's you 'll see why top qualily merchandise and lirst rate seivice 
(with a Cuslomer Seivice Department always available) will squeeze 
lhe mosl value oul ol every dollar you spend. 

• M·65 liner • Genuine Gt - designed to Quickly and easily 
button mlo M 65 Jacket 10 provide complete warmlh ti~ seahng m the 
body heat Brand New XS s M L $19 00/Hch, XL $20 50/HCh 

0 USAF Heavyweight 
FHght Jackel· Type N2e . 
This is the warmest !light jacket that 
the military issues. It leatures lull pile 
hood which drapes over the shoulders 
when not needed. This is the cold 
weather version ol lhe Intermediate 
Weight Flight Jacket · Type MA1 lea· 
lured elsewhere in this ad. This jacket 
is designed tor sublreezing temper 
atures. Waterprool and Windproof. 
S.M.l $87.75/mh: XL S95.75 

Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below w11h 
each order. Amounts shown include costs ol pOslage . packaging. 
insurance and handling . 

Orders up lo $1 0.00 . . . . $3 .00 
Orders lrom $10.01to20.00 3.75 
Orders lrom $20.01 to35.00 4.50 
Orders lrom $35.01 lo 50 .00 5.25 
Orders lrom $50.01 lo 70.00 6.25 
Orders lrom $70 01 to 90.00 7.25 
Orders over $90.00 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8.00 
Canadian Orders-Send Double Amount Indicated. 

1°800-545°0933 - CALL MON -SAT; 9:00- 7:00 (Mountain Time) ....... .._~..,.,. 
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OPERATION GOLDEN BUDDHA 
by Ellis Edwards 

The dazzli ng , solid go ld , gem­
encrusted Khmer Buddha. Haunted 
by its vision, as well as the many 
Vietnamese he must save, ex-Green 
Beret Bo John returns during the 
agony of Sou theast Asia's fal l. 
Amidst the chaos and destruction. 
can Bo escape the encircling noose 
of the Vietcong and Khmer Rouge to 
pu ll off the most outrageous theft of 
the 20th century? SV2 x 8V2, hard­
cover. fiction. 264 pp. $14.95 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use !o get even with brg busi­
ness. government and enemies 
More soph1st1cated and involved 
tricks are included. such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and poht1cal dirty tricksters Over 80 
sect ions presenl d irty tricks ranging 
from the simple 10 the elaborate. 5 112 
x 8 1 2. hardcover. 192 pp. $14.95 

KEEP 'EM ALIVE 
The Bodyguard' s Trad e 

b y Pall/ Clh.111,1n 
The disciplined art of bodyguard1ng 
-i ts attractions. its demands, its 
dangers, and why th is author would 
do nothing else butl Entertaining yet 
informative. Elhanan reveals the 
trade: the clientele: the opposition to 
look out fo r: different types of jobs: 
how to stay on the right side of the 
law: t1ps on drivmg, cars. weapons. 

1-......:::;;.:;;_ __ __. communication: and more. 5 Y2 x 8 Y2 , 
softcover. 128 pp. $10.00 

SPECIAL FORCES HANDBOOK 
From Vietnam and Laos to Central America and Af rica. the 
U.S. Army Special Forces has won renown !or its expertise 
in guerrilla warfare. Special Forces Handbook- a classic 
1n the field-covers such topics as guerrilla tactics and the 
compos1t1on ol operational detachments: demoli tion tech­
niques. such as cratering, rail cuts, and improvised incen­
diaries: unconventional warfare: guerrilla forces ' missions: 
atr operations: weapons: communications: first aid tech­
niques: and survival skills. 4 14 x 6. soflcover. i llus., 216 pp. 

$8.00 

COMBAT AMMUNITION 
Everything You Need to Know 

by Duncan Long 
Whether you own a pistol , revolver, submachine gun, assault rifle or shotgun , you can make 
your own spec ial ammo-ammo that can't be found anywhere else' Combat Ammunition 
explains how to create multiple-projectile rounds, exploding bullets, sa fety slugs, armor ­
pierc ing bullets and tracers. Just as important, learn which designs do not work in combat, 
what bullets are best suited for particular situations and weapons, and how to safely increase 
the effectiveness of any caliber of weapon through careful ammo selection . From scratch, 
safely create primers, powder substitutes or modern smokeless powders, improvised bullets 
and brass cases by following the step-by-step procedures presented . Sniper round s, 
silencer loads, minimization of muzzle flash , ballisti c charts, and a list of companies special ­
izing in ammo and related equipment are included. 8V2 x 11 , hardcover, illu s., photos, tabl es, 
charts, appendices, 136 pp. $19.95 

MAKE ' EM PAY 
Ultimate Revenge Techniques from lhe Master Trickster 

Want to see your enemies grovel at your feet? The meanest 
man in the world and the author of the infamous Get Even 
brings you the latest collection of dirty tricks, schemes, 
scams, stunts, cons, etc. Want to get back at a landlord, 
politician, salesman, ex-lover, or perhaps some do-gooder 
organiza tion, utility, restaurant. newspaper or super­
market? Wi th over 130 nasty items. even the score using 
such creative aids as doll s, graves, insects, and dead ani­
mals. Oflered in the spirit of good clean fun, Make 'em Pay 
is for entertainment purposes only. 5% x 8V2, hardcover. 
216 pp. $14.95 

BASIC MONKEY BOXING 
by Rirhard Oe a1J 

The monkey- comic yet deadly­
inspi res this unique and ancient 
Chinese kung fu. Through numer­
ous photos. learn the graceful yet 
shocking ly effective techniques al 
the three monkey fo rms: The "i ron," 
the "crafty," and the "drunken" 
monkey- the highest form-who 
staggers and stumbles seemingly 
ou t of con trol and then strikes with 
lightning-fast attacks. 7 x 95/e, soft-
cover, photos, 68 pp. $10.00 

SURVIVAL/ FIGHTING KNIVES 
by Leroy Th ompson 

From the combat - tested. slash -and- thrust blade to the 
no-nonsense. general-purpose survival knife, Survival/ 
Fighting Knives shows you which lype of blade best suits 
your needs. Having taught hand-to-hand knife combat to 
various special operations units, au thor Leroy Thompson 
te ll s you which knives perform well when you really need 
lhem. Survival/Fighting Knives covers utility blades, 
hollow-handled survival knives(both commercia l and cus­
tom), survival knives and mini -survival kits, folders.combat 
and street-lighting knives, and knife specifications. 81/2 x 
11. soflcover. 78 pholos, appendix, 104 pp. $14.00 

THE AR-15/ M16: A PRACTICAL GUIDE 
by Duncan Long 

The AA- 15 / M 16, the inspiration for so many modern 
assau lt ri fles. is covered herein this defini tive book. Should 
you wish to build your own or convert ii to auto fi re, Duncan 
Long supplies you with parts and tool lists and detai led 
step-by-step instructions. Vi rtually any accessory you may 
wish to buy for your AR- 15 is lis ted. Invaluable to the M 16 
owner. lhis comprehensive book also covers assembly and 
disassembly. conversion kits and modifications, trouble­
shooting. ammunition, combat use, lubrication and more. 
8 Y2 x 11. softcover. photos, 168 pp. $16.95 

NINJA MIND CONTROL 
IJy A'h"fa Kim 

Achieve mastery over your own 
mind and possess the key that un­
locks the secrels of the cosmos. Kim 
reveals the med1tat1on, breathing 
and ku11-kin e:itercises that enable 
you to cultivate and direct your ch1-
and tune into the minds of others. 
Control the outcome of every en­
counte r through mind reading . 
suggestion and sleight-al-hand 
fighting 1echn1ques. 5 112 x 811:1 , soft­
cover, 71 photos, 152 pp. $10.00 

FLIMFLAM MAN 
How Co n Games Work 
hy M. Allen Henderson 

:\ There's a sucker born every min -
..-.,~:...:'.«·.~ ute-or so you 've heard . But show­

man P. T. Barnum's cynical appraisal 
of man's gul1ib1lity couldn't possibly 
apply to you. Or could it? Don't learn 
about the con art ist the hard way: 
with Flimflam Man, you can spot him 
and his tricks before he relieves you 
of your cash. 5V2 x 8Y2, hardcover, 

-----~ 256 pp. $14.95 

SECRETS OF THE NINJA 
by Ashic/a Kim 

This 1s the · reaf thing-one of the 
few complete. hardcover studies of 
this terrifying and deadly martial art. 
Text and photos illustrate Ninja 
principles of invisibi lity. covert en­
try. escape and evasion, assassina­
tion. sentry removal. meditation, 
mind clouding and much more. 5 112 
x a v~. hardcover . 200 photos. 
168pp. $1 6.95 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
b y Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on o thers like they're gett ing the goods on 
vou with !his encyclopedia of advanced investigative and 
surveillance techniques. Cal led "possibly the most dan ­
gerous book," this book tells how to get any info you want 
about whomever you want-and how they (including Big 
Bro) are getting into your priva te info. Here are expert ways 
to secretly bug any target. over 100 sources for equipment 
and superspy systems, lockpick technology, how poly­
graphs and voice 1ie detectors can be tricked , counter­
measure equ ipment. and much, much more. Your peace of 
mind is worth the pri ce ol th is book! 8112 x 11. softcover. 
illus., 264 pp. $30.00 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES 
, ............. . 
t PALADIN PR ESS ~ Ca ll TOLL FREE for c red it card orders: 

I po BOX 1307- LMB lliiilllll 1-800-824-7888; Ask for Operator #249. . . m Alaska & Hawaii, 1-800-824-7919.Send $1 I 
KILL OR GET KILLED . $19.95 BOULDER, CO BOJOG • · fo r la1est PALADIN CATALOG. Cata log 
150 QUESTIONS FOR A I Ph o ne 1303) 443-?250 J free wi 1h o rder. 

I HATE YOU ! . $14.95 
DEAD CLIENTS DON'T 

PAY . . ... . $10.00 
COMPLETE BOOK OF COMBAT 

HANDGUNNING . $14.95 
TIGER SCROLL OF THE 

KOGA NINJA . $10.00 
CAREERS IN SECRET 

OPERATIONS ............... S 8.95 
MEAT ON THE TABLE: 

MODERN SMALl:GAME 
HUNTING . $14.95 

SWORD OF THE SAMURAI: 
THE CLASSICAL ART 
OF JAPANESE 
SWORDSMANSHIP . $20.00 

GUERRILLA ............ ... .. s 8.00 I 
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~~~~ ~1:-:1~H~~i:~g~~ THE CITYS 
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COMMAND 
GUIDANCE 
by Robert K. Brown 

S OLDIER of Fortune moved fast­
er than I meant it to. 

Ten years ago I started a maga­
zine. I was going to float an issue, 
and see who bought it. A quarterly 
seemed reasonable for my idea: 
Good combat reporting was nearly 
impossible to find then, since Viet­
nam was down the tubes, and I fig­
ured that spacing out guerrilla war 
coverage with gun reviews would 
fill pages and amuse our readers. 

Tough luck for my plan of a dec­
ade of good vacations between 
dashing off this quarterly ~ SOF 
took off. And just as the rest of the 
media had forgotten about Viet­
nam, weapons, obscure firefights 
in remote places and conservative 
politics, SOF began to 
ride the ground-swell 
of Americans who 
were not represented 
by The Washington 
Post and CBS. Civil­
ian journalists may 
have been surprised by 
the new-found conser­
va ti vis m of young 
Americans, hut 'I 
wasn't. I'd been read­
ing my mail. 

If SOF had gone 
according to plan, I 
would have traveled more, relaxed 
more, shot more, made less money 
and spent less money. Instead of 
printing the lOOth issue of SOF, I'd 
be preparing the 40th. 

Despite the blood, despite the 
sweat, despite the money, Soldier 
of Fortune really is worth it all, be­
cause it's what I would've wanted 
to read - but couldn't find - when 
I was running an A-team in 'Nam. I 
still devour every word of every 
issue after it's in print. No matter 
how many times I read the copy or 
see the photos during editing, a 
published SOF still has the magic 
of the first issue. 

Where else can you read about 
reporters walking across Angola? 

What other correspondents para­
chute into combat zones? And do 
you know of another magazine staff 
that is so expert that foreign armies 
invite them to train troops? 

Adventure is what other maga­
zines write about ... and what SOF 
reporters live. From mountain tops 
to ocean depths, from assaults on 
Afghan forts to testing the latest 
parachutes, SOF staff are doing it, 
not just watching it. 

Yet military Intel coups are what 
make the CIA, KGB and Mossad 
read SOF. If you missed the last 99 
issues of SOF, you missed plenty. 
You missed Soviet body armor, 
shop-made Argentine terrorist 
weapons, the Russians' microcali­

her assault rifle, how 
many guns were 
cached on Grenada 
and the real story on 
the M16A2. 

And where else can 
you read an honest 
weapons review? SOF 
is unique in its capac­
ity to tell you what's 
good and bad about a 
gun. We also provide 
valuable maintenance 
and deployment tips 
from men who have 

spent their lives under arms. 
Armed conflict means going to 

the field, and SOF's staff are the 
authorities on outdoor gear. If you 
like lab tests, try another journal. 
But if you need expert opinions on 
the bewildering jungle of today's 
equipment suppliers, you can't 
afford to m iss SOF. 

No, there 's nothing else like 
SOF. Not for me and not for a quar­
ter of a million readers around the 
world. That's why the last 100 
issues of SOF are nearly as impor­
tant as the next 100. 

And was it really worth it to me? 
Je ne regrette rlen. ~ 
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STAKEOUT 
SHOTGUN ... 

Sirs: 
I was interested to 

read "Stakeout Unit" in 
the November '85 issue. 
In the article there is a 
photo of Jim Cirillo with 
a 12-gauge Wilson Arms 
Witness Protection 
shotgun. A State Patrol 
officer had a Wilson 
Arms shotgun at a 
school our department 
attended. It was a 
Winchester, 12-inch 
barrel, 12-gauge pump 
fitted with Winchokes. It 
was a joy to shoot. With 
the Wilson conversion I 
shot 20 fullhouse 
rounds and never felt it 
And we achieved 
remarkable accuracy 
from as far back as 25 
yards. 

If you could do some 
kind of short article on 
this shotgun I know 
other police officers 
would appreciate it. 
After all, we are in 
combat somewhere 
daily, and combat 
weaponcraft concerns us 
constantly. 

Richard W. Zeller 
Deputy Sheriff 
Clarke County, 

Georgia 

This month, SOF 
Technical Editor Peter 
G. Kokalis reviews Jim 
Wilson 's Witness 
Protection shotgun. This 
modified Remington 
Model 870 fulfills some 
specialized Jaw 
enforcement 
requirements - it's 
small enough for 
vehicular employment 
and functions as an 
excellent stake-out 
weapon. See page 50 
for details. 
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CENTRAL AMERICAN 
SUPPORT ... 

Sirs: 

FLAK 

I came from El Salvador three years ago and 
didn't know anything about SOF until I bought one 
at a bookstore sale. I found an amazing report from 
my beloved country. Since then I have become an 
avid reader. Many thanks for keeping us informed 
on how our brave Salvadoran army is doing in the 
combat field. The international ·media just doesn't 
tell what's really happening in El Salvador. 

Ricardo Zorres 
Salt lake City, Utah 

I don't know how strong groups like Witness for 
Peace or the National Network in Solidarity with the 
Nicaraguan people are, but here in West Germany 
there's a lot of groups who support and finance the 
communist regime in Nicaragua and the communist 
movements in El Salvador and Guatemala. I'm from 
Guatemala and I believe that freedom, equality, 
justice and democracy are the only ways to solve 
the political and economic problems in our 
countries. But as long as there's a communist 
presence in Central America, we can't find a proper 
solution. I and other Central American students 
support President Reagan's policy and the efforts to 
eradicate the sources of communism. 

It's difficult to fight the communist propaganda 
machinery here. As students of Cologne University, 
it's frustrating to be weaponless. The only weapon 
we have is our conviction and belief in God, 
freedom and democracy. 

Mariano Rayo-Munoz 
Siegburg, West Germany 

You have pointed out something that is the crux 
of our philosophy here at SOF. We are playing a 
game with communist sympathizers that has two 
sets of rules and people like you are stuck with the 
more complex set. Until the general public 
understands the extent of the left-wing propaganda 
machine, the battle against the communists will 
remain an uphill one. 

SEAL 
SAGA . .. 

Sirs: 
Congratulations on presenting the 

superb feature , "SEAL Saga" (SOF, 
October '85) . Although a proud 
Canadian, I have grown very much 
interested in the American fighting 
forces . The Navy SEALs' courage, 
spirit, daring and the love for their 
country are truly commendable. 

Matthew Smrdelj 
Thornhill, Canada 

"SEAL Saga" was an excellent 
and encompassing article. And the 
information on the Scouts and 
Raiders was more than I've ever 
read. I was one of the handful from 
the Army's 11th Engineer Combat 
Battalion that went through the 
USNATB's S&R School at Fort 
Pierce, Florida, along with a bunch 
of sailors and I learned much from 
the article that the Navy NCOs and 
officers failed to tell us. 

Ira A. Greenberg, Ph.D. 
Los Angeles, California 

I RANIAN 
CONNECTION . .. 

Sirs: 
Congratulations on having the 

good sense to run David Segal' s 
excellent appraisal of the Iran-Iraq 
War in your November '85 issue 
("Iran's Military Suicide" ). His is a 
perceptive, detailed and scholarly 
approach to an extremely 
convoluted conflict. Segal gives the 
reader the serendipity of his subtle 
wit. 

Peter G. Chronis 
Denver, Colorado 

David Segal's "Iranian 
Connection" (SOF, December '85) 
demonstrates an in-depth 
understanding of America's most 
violent enemy. This clear, concise 
paper should be required reading for 
every American citizen. 

Michael DiRocco 
Special Forces, Retired 
Pompano Beach, Florida 
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Camoflage 
model shown 
with matching 
leather 
case 

Standard model co 
with a black leather 
overall length with 
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TANTO ... Quick ... Silent ... Deadly! 
This heavy-duty assault knife with non-glare blued 
440 surgical steel 6 ti x 3/16 ti thick blade was 
designed for use by the Special Forces. Its perfectly 
balanced 11 inch length makes it ideal for both 
survival and close combat use, and is used by all 
branches of the Armed Forces including underwater 
demolition teams. Available in standard orcamoflage 
models, comes complete with genuine leather case 
with quick- release Velcro closure. Jili!!Pil 
s599s + $2 tor shipping & handling. l~I 

THE STEEL MILL ffi' 
2010 Jones Road, Fort Lee, N.J. 07024 

Call Toll Free 1-800-843-0711 
Gentlemen: Please rush Tanto assault knife 

0 Standard Model 0 Camoflage Model 
Check or M.O. for $59.95 plus $2 shipping enclosed. 

Name. 
Address _ ______________ _ 

City - ·------ State --- Zip ___ _ 
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Soar above the Holy Land and experience: 
• Flights over Jerusalem and the West Bank Territories 
• Tour the renowned Israel Air Defense Industries 
• Examine captured Soviet MiGs and air defense equipment 
• Critique the air battles over Lebanon and the Sinai with 

Israeli Air Force Veterans 
• Relive the famous Middle East dogfights with today's most 

experienced fighter pilots 



REVOLUTIONARY 
EDUCATION ... 

Sirs: 
These are examples 

from elementary 
textbooks published by 
the Nicaraguan ministry 
of education. They are 
required teaching 
materials in all public 
and private schools as 
part of the Sandinista 
government reform 
program. The 
Sandinistas claim they 
have reduced illiteracy 
from over 50 percent in 
March 1980 to 11 
percent in August of the 
same year. They taught 
a million individuals to 
read and write in six 
months? I'm surprised 
the Soviet Union or 
Cuba let Ortega release 
those preposterous 
statistics. 

Kirk Freeman 
Fultonville, New 

York 

The Sandinistas have 
certainly made a big 
deal about increased 
literacy in Nicaragua. 
Too bad their 
''revolutionary 
education" has been at 
the expense of people's 
freedom. 

Z+Z+l = _6·· ~ +·3 = 6 

J'... .. 2 .. ll••U .6 2v..-••J .. l~wd•6 

3 x 2 .i.. 6 2 'x 3 9 .6 · .. ; ·. 

[~~~] [~~) 
Z+Z+Z = 6 3 + 3 = 6 

J-2 .. -1.6 2-J-i-u.6 

3 x 2 - 6 2 x 3 ~ 6 
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SOVIET 
CONG •.. 

Sirs: 
F.C. Brown's article on Russian advisers in 

Vietnam ("Soviet Cong," SOF, November '85) was 
superb. It called to mind an article in The Los 
Angeles Times (between October 1969 and June 
1971) that covered the activities of a group of 
Russian "observers" who toured "liberated" areas 
of the RVN. The Russians were being had The VC 
were taking them on a tour of Potemkin Villages to 
substantiate claims that they were de facto rulers of 
certain provinces that were really loyal to Saigon. 
They were trying to avoid having Moscow shift its 
support from VC to Hanoi thus writing them out of 
the picture completely, which the North Vietnamese 
did anyway in 1975. 

Roy C. Hofschneider 
Upland, California 

F.C. Brown's story and your recollection of VC 
and Soviet collaboration is only the tip of a huge 
iceberg and, unfortunately, until the Vietnamese 
communists open their records to historians there is 
little likelihood that the story will ever be fully 
understood. 

MERC 
SCHOOL ... 

Sirs: 
In reply to your views on mere schools, 

(Command Guidance, October '85) I'd like to add 
something you failed to mention. Whether Frank 
Camper is a liar or geniune ex-LRRP is not 
important What is important is that his school 
provides service for several people who want to 
learn to defend themselves. That Lal Singh studied 
there to assassinate the Indian president means 
nothing. I know three meres who went there that 
fought in Lebanon and Africa. The schools provide 
an outlet for people who want to test their skills, 
and I feel they are necessary. I'd rather have nut 
cases pretending they' re macho at these schools 
rather than on the streets. I've fought in Africa and 
Lebanon, but learned better assassination technques 
at Mere School. If the government refuses to teach 
anti-communist freedom fighters how to defend in 
case of war, then by all means, let's have mere 
schools. 

S. Zeitchyk 
Ottawa, Canada 

THE "OTHER" 
MERCENARY SCHOOL?; .. 

Sirs: 
First Mr. Brown should not 

compare all the Mercenary Schools 
to Mr. Campers. As the Director of 
COMMANDO SCHOOL and the· , , 
"SENIOR STATESMAN OF THE · 
POPULAR MERCENARY. 
BUSINESS OF THE u.s.~~ We dO .· .. 
NOT knowingly allow T errori$t ot 
Communist to attend our School. 
But we do provide an excellent . 
Mercenary Course for all law abiding 
personal. Not just for the. 
Combat-style handgun -competitor, 
law enforcement and Military · 
personal as Brown stressed the 
Weapons training if for. But all those ' 
are welcome too! The Majority of 
our Students (men & women) thaf ' 
attend our school are Not Meres. ' · ... ; 
and do not plan to pursue that field; . . 
although some do and that is · · · 
GREAT. Commando School has 
gained the repitition as the FineSt : ··' • 
ParaMilitary School in existence. · 
Being located near Fort Bragg and 
Camp Lejeune, we acquire some of ~· 
the best instructors available, along. ,. 
with active Meres whenever·the.y· 
are in Country. The active Special 
Forces, Rangers and Marines that · 
request to be instructors still have to 
be reTrained by our staff at ·,i 

Commando School. B~ing it:i the. , ·, 
active Special Forces, Rangers, and . :. 
Marines does not make You a , ; 
Professional Mere. Even thol!igh 1we,. ·· 
hear it every day over the Phone~ In 
fact, most of the StudentS frori) the 
Elite Military Branches that have , . 
completed our courses have stressed .,. 
how much they learned from the 
Courses. And that they were not 
taught those Skills in service or not 

. , 

taught very well. ·. 
And I must add that Safety is .. 

stressed throughout·our ct:iurses. We . 
use and carry Modem Assault Rifles 
throughout the training program,. not 
like those other Schools that tarry· 
Replica Frrearms. So dont compare 
us with the other amateurs. As · 
Brown Stated, "let the Professionals 
succeed and the amateurs fail". 

Our Confidential Protection 
System doesn't allow us to record or: ... 
keep names - · But if we had, their · · 
would have been enough to fill a 
small phone book of which included 
Professional Soldiers, Mercenarys, 
Marines, and Yes Brown three . 
American Rhodesian Vets, and one 
Legionaire. Plus all the other Military , 
Branches, but Prior Military 
experience is Not Required. J,•_ 

Continued on page 128 
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BLIND TO 
HYPOCRISY .. . 

"The better to see 
you with, my· dear" may 
be a good reason to 
buy new g~asses. But 
apparently Nicaragua's 
Big Brother is a 
bourgeois in proletariat's 
clothing. Just hours after 
blaming the United 
States for the woes of 
Nicaragua's Marxist 
economy in a speech 
before the United 
Na~ons, Pre?ident 
Daniel Ortega Saavedra 
and his entourage went 
on a personal buying 
spree. Among other 
places, they turned up 
at an UJilscale New York 
optical bou.j:igue. Our 
source tells us dim-eyed 
Danny bought $3,500 
worth of de.s,igner 
eyeglasses for himself 
and his fashionably 
dressed wif~. Their 
purchases were paid for 
with a Diners Club 
credit card from 
Nicaragua's U.N. 
delegation. It is doubtful 
that Ortega's new specs 
will help him see the 
hypocrisy in this. Maybe 
someone will come up 
with an American 
Express "red c~rd" to 
cover such apparent 
philosophieal 
inconsistencies. 
Communism might 
make. everyone equal. 
But some people sure 
as hell seem a lot more 
equal than others. 

Ortega: Some 
co1I1munists jlre more 
equal t.han others. 
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K AREN 
UPDATE ... 

A Frenchman was killed and an Aussie severely 
wounded 4 October when Karen freedom fighters 
were attacked by socialist government troops in 
Burma, according to an exclusive report in The 
Australian. Martin Donnelly, who left the Australian 
Special Air Service in June, denied in the report 
that he was working in Burma as a mercenary. The 
dead Frenchman was Jean Philippe Maurice 
Courrege Clerq. Donnelly described Clerq as "a 
good bloke and a bit of a character, being a keen 
parachutist and professional powder monkey who 
had only one hand." 

Donnelly said he linked up with the Karen 
National Liberation Army (KNLA) after reading in 
Asia Week Magazine about Burma's policy of 
genocide and slave labor for the English-speaking 
Christian tribe of Karens. He said he went to Burma 
strictly as "an observer. " He identified Clerq as a 
soldier of fortune who "was inspired by the Karen 
cause and fought for the sheer satisfaction of it -
not for personal gain." The KNLA operate from 
fortified villages in the rugged Dawna mountains 
east of Moulmein, Burma near the border with 
Thailand. 

Burmese and Thai officials say there are a 
number of foreigners with the KNLA who share the 
same interests as Donnelly, whatever those interests 
might be. Donnelly was wounded and Clerq killed 
when a Karen boat in which they were traveling on 
the Moei River was hit by mortar or artillery rounds 
fired from a Burmese army position. A battle was 
already underway at nearby Tikemey, about 8km 
from the Thai border. Donnelly stoutly maintained 
he was in Burma only as a concerned citizen whose 
"spirit of adventure wanted something better than a 
package tour." Soldier of Fortune would like to 
hear more from Mr. Donnelly about his adventure. 
Please write: Jim Pate, c/o SOF, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306 U.S.A. 

ASSOCIATIONS, 
REUNIONS ... 

Anyone who served in the U.S. 
armed forces during the Korean War 
- between 25 June 1950 and 27 
July 1953 - may be interested in 
contacting others who have already 
chartered the Korean War 
Veterans' Association Inc. 
Membership is open to anyone who 
served 'in the U.S. military during 
this period, whether they actually 
served in Korea or not. The Korean 
War left 54,236 Americans dead, 
over 103,000 were wounded in 
combat and over 7,000 U.S. 
servicemen were captured. Of those 
POWs, almost half died in captivity, 
3,450 were repatriated and 389 
remain unaccounted for. In addition, 
8, 177 U.S. servicemen who fought 
in Korea still are listed as missing in 
action. Those interested in joining 
the KWV A may call or write the 
president: William T. Norris, 302 
Middleton Rd., Waterford, NY 
12188, (518) 371-7816. 

Listen up, Vietnam vets. A 
reunion is being organized for the 
personnel present when a large force 
of North Vietnam Army regulars and 
Viet Cong guerrillas clashed on 21 
March 1967 with the 3rd Brigade, 
4th Infantry Division at Fire Support 
Base Gold near Suoi Tre, South 
Vietnam (RVN). When the four-hour 
battle was over, the 2/77th Artillery, 
3/22nd Infantry, 2/12th Infantry, 
2/22nd Infantry (Mech.) and the 
2/34th Armor accounted for 647 
enemy KIA. It was the most enemy 
killed in a similar period of time 
during the Vietnam War. A 20th 
anniversary reunion is set for 20-21 
March 1987, at Fort Carson, Colo., 
home of the 4th Infantry Division 
(Mech.). USA General John W. 
Vessey Jr. (Ret.), former chairman of 
the Joint Chiefs of Staff and CO of 
the 2/77th Artillery during the Battle 
of FSB Gold, will be the honored 
speaker and guest. Interested parties 
should call or write: Lany Moss, 
P.O. Box 775, Ferriday, LA 
71334, (318) 757-8500, or (318) 
757-2331. 
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B 
D 
u 
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Size 

s XS Reg. 

H S Reg. 

I M Reg. 

R M Long 

T L Reg. 
L Long 
XL Reg. 

T Size 
R XS Reg. 
0 S Reg . 
u M Reg . 
s M Long 
E L Reg. 
R Llong 
s XL Reg. 

IDEAL FOR: 

LIGHTWEIGHT 
CAMOUFLAGE 

BDU 

No Sweat ! The New Camou­
Oage Lightweight BDU . is 
finally here . Besides being 
made of 100% rip-stop 
cotron poplin for coolness, 
ic fcarurcs a smaller collar 
and tabs at the shire' s waist 
for a trimmer fit. Tradition­
al BOU fcarures such as 
large be llows pockets and 
re inforcements remain the 
same. This is the authentic 
military Li ghrweight BDU. 
As usual you can count on 
U.S. Cavalry to offe r new 
uniforms firs t, once they 
are officially approved for 
production . Please state 
your s ize from the chart 
below. Made in U.S.A. 
SFO l -0795 Shirt ... . $29.88 

Chest Your Height 
29-33" 67-71 " 
33-37" 67-71" 
37-41" 67-71" 
37-41 " 71" up 
41-45" 67-7 1" 
41-45" 71 " up 
45-49" 67-71" 

Waist Inseam 
23-27" 29 1h -32 1/2 11 

27-3 1" 29 1/2 -32 1/2" 
31 -35" 29 1/2 -32 1/2 " 
31 -35" 32 1/2" & up 
35-39" 29 1/2-32 1/2 " 
35-39" 32 1/2 " & up 
39-43" 29 1/2 -32 1/2 " 

• Garnes of Combat and Survival. 
• Military War Games and Police Training. 
• Marking Trees or Animals from the Air or 

on the Ground . 

Official U.S. military 
issue goggles. Best quali ty protection for all outdoor uses 
including Air Gun gaming. Boxed with interchangeable· 
clear and neu tral gray lenses. 
SF05-114 1. . . . . . . $14.95 
F. PROTECITVE GOGGLES. Good commercial copy· of 
the official goggle above. Complete with interchangeable 
clear. amber and green lenses. Great for Air Gun gaming. 
SF05-25 12 . . ... . ....... $7 .95 

FEBRUARY 86 

U.S. CIVJILBY~ 
WORLD'S FINEST MILITARY EOUIPMEHT 

1375 N. WILSON ROAD RADCLIFF. KENTUCKY 40160 

ORDER TOLL FREE! 
800-626-6171 

In Kentucky 5021351-1164 

CUSTOMER SERVICE 
5021351-1167 

lZlllll~ 
Sorry, No C.0.D . 's 

SURVIVAL TOOL, 
INDIVIDUAL MIL-S-8642E 

Beautifu lly balanced military surviv­
al tool. Compact and light (23ozs.} 
but a most effec1ive land manage-
1rn.:n1 coo l. Blaze, chop, trim, clear, 
prune, split and cut. The concave 
cu rve of the long axe edge ensures 
an effi cient drawing cut. Chisel ' s 
slrn rp s ickle edge easily severs at 
ground leve l. Overall lcngth-17". 
Zippered canvas case wi 1h honing 
s tone and belt loop. 
SF07-2031. . . $64.95 

NEXT TIME 
LET US WIN IT 
T-SHIRT 
Expresses sentiments of 
chose of us who served in 
the Viemam War. Gold 
T-shin with black lcuering 
over a red si lhoue tte of 

S-M-L-XL. 
..... $7 .79 

f 

' I 
f 

SNIPER 
VEIL 

fi: Woodland cam-
j ouOage mesh. 

I Comforiable blend 
of 50150 co11on & 

f 
polyes ter . 20x62 ... 

~ Breaks up head sil-
f houenc. Doubles as a 
t camounagc neck scarf. 
?. SF05-1292 . . $11.99 
f ,.. 

This is rhe equipment you need for survival, escape, police 
and combat rraining. Shoot pain t pellets, not bulle ts. Make 
su rvival a game so 1ha1 you will be ready for the real thing. 
A. PISTOL. Designed fo r fast, straight shooting, q uick loading 
and C02 rete ntion for ex1ended periods of time. Only two mov­

A RUN TO CADENCE 
CASSETTE TAPES 

Listen ro these amazing new stereo casscues while run­
ning or jogging and fall into s1ep with rhe ru nning ca· 
dences of America's finest figh1ing men. The perfect way 
to ge1 back in to Boot Camp shape. Four select ions . 
A. U.S. MARINES. 37 minuies of .. The Bold Who Wear 
the Red and Gold" plus "That 01' Marine Corps Spirit"' 
and many 01hcrs. 
SF07-2664 . . .. $9 .97 
B. U.S. ARMY AIRBORNE. "Airborne, Airborne, All 
the Way". Reco rded ar F1. Benning, GA. 40 minu1cs. 
SF07-2665... . ............ $9.97 
C. U.S. ARMY RANGERS. "Rangers Lead 1he Way·· 
and so will you when you run powered by 40 mjnutes of 
se lected Ranger cadences. 
SF07-2666......... ..... . . .. $9.97 
D. U.S. ARMY INFANTRY. Fall in wi1h 1he "'Lean, 
Green, Fighting Machine". 40 mjnutes. 
SF07-2663. . ....... $9.97 

Life Knife® is now amphibious! Featu res include a 3 V2" , 
440C s tainless blade and hollow handle molded of super 
tough Zytel® . Weighs only 2 ounces and floats. Comple te 
medical and survival kit, survival codes, a sc rew cap oil­
filled compass and a b lack Cordura® nylon scabbard 
wirh sharpening s tone. Don't leave land without it. 
SF07-1337 ................... .. . . . . . . . . $34.95 

ing parts: easy. q uick cleaning. 
Overall Length . 
Weight . 

. .. . 9.25 ins. r !!!~~!!l!!!!~~~~~~!!;!!!!!!"::::C:"~=:!!!~ "I 

;.:.;;.~:.~~::;;, l1J. ,C!YN!!Jl:<:!:' e--:.· Trigger Pull . . 
Safety. 
Power . 
PeUet Feed . 

. .... 12grn C02, 750 psi 
. . . . . . . . . • • . . . . . . . . . . . . ... Graviry, 10 shot 1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD I 

. . . . . ......... · · · · · · · · --~~~~: RADCLIFF. KY 40160 : 
B. PA!Nf PELLETS. Washes ou1 in cold water wi1h "Spray and PHONE (502) 351-1164 I 
Wash" or a similar producl. Bright red, blue or yellow. OTY . NUMBER DESCRIPTION PRICE I 
C. C02 CARTRIDGES. I 2gm, 750 psi. Fla1 top variety (crimp I 
top not recommended). Provides the ve locity for paint pelle ts. I 
Approxima1ely 20 s hots per cartridge . S cartridges per pack. I 
D. AIR COMBAT RIFLE. Enjoy the thrill of pain< pelle t combat 
wi!h be tter accuracy and longer periods without reloading. Fea-
tures a 25-shot fast feed and fire magazine capacity. Trigger 
crossbolt safe ty. Overa ll le ngth-37". Weight-6 lbs. Stock is made 
of solid maple. Uses same pe lle ts and can:ridges as the Air Gun 
Pistol. Crisp tr igger pull, fine balance - flawless craftsmanship. 
SF05-1508 Air Gun Combai Pistol. .. . . ..... $149.00 
SF05-1509 Red Paint Pelle ts ( 10 per tube) .. . . $1.99 tube 
SF05-1510 Blue Paini Pellets ( 10 pertube). . . $1.99 tube 
SF05 -1 521 Yellow Paint Pcllets (10 pertube) ........ $ 1. 99 tube 
SF05-151 1 C02 Cartridges (5 per pack). $2.95 pack 
SF05-1 515 Air Combat Rifle .. $175.00 

WARNINGS & SPECIAL NCJilCES 
• Always wear protecti ve goggles when using the Air Gun Com­

bat Pistol and/ or Rine. Be sure that everyone around you has 
on protective goggles covering his or her eyes. Although 
paint pe llets are non-toxic, eye-strikes at close range a re 
extremdy painful and could cause permanent injury or loss of 
eyes ig ht. 

• Do not fire the pcllct·s a1.any person or object a t 1empe ratures 
below 40°F (S°C). Pc ll crs harde n fast below this temperature. 

D (/'I AOOIMJ / J[() /?JR A YEARS C11ilt.ori Sll8SCRIPT!Or'I. 

0 CHECK 0~~~EE: o :~P . 
O v1sA D MASTERCAAO 
CREDIT CARO NO. 

SUBTOTAL 
SHIPP ING. 

~~~~~~g. $4 . 95 
KENTUCKY 
RESIDENTS 
ADO 5% TAX 

TOTAL EXP. DATE 

[:=] Signature: 
-=-~~~~~~~~~~~ 

NAME 

ADDRESS PHONE ( 

CITY STATE ZIP 

•••••••••••••••••••••• SF6B~ 
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I VAN IRKS 
LIBYANS ... 

The more than 3,000 
Russian soldiers and 
another 500 Soviet 
"senior specialists" 
posted in Libya 
apparently are getting 
on local military nerves, 
according to a report in 
Al Ahram. Egypt's 
leading daily newspaper 
reported that "Libyan 
officers have several 
times refused to obey 
the foreign officers." 
Several were punished 
for disobeying orders, 
"mostly from the 
ground and naval 
forces. Some received 
death sentences and 
others jail sentences," 
the report stated. 

One major sore point, 
an SOF source says, is 
the use of Libyan 
airbases by the Soviets 
to monitor U.S. 6th 
Fleet and other activities 
in the Mediterranean. 
MiGs and other Soviet 
aircraft use Libya's 
airfields regularly. 

The Al Ahram report 
further stated that a May 
1985 naval exercise 
billed as a joint 
Soviet-Libyan effort in 
fact was actually a 
Russian affair "engaged 
solely in collecting 
intelligence about the 
U.S. Mediterranean 
Fleet" The only Libyan 
vessel was one of 34 
submarines involved in 
the maneuvers, it 
reported. 

Meanwhile, the daily 
newspaper of the Soviet 
army, Krasnaya Zvyezda 
(Red Star), reported that 
a Libyan rililitary 
delegation visited the 
Soviet Union in July to 
attend the advanced 
military-political 
combined arms school 
in Minsk. The Libyans 
held talks with Colonel 
General AD. Lizichev, 
who replaced Marshal 
A.A. Yepishev as head 
of the Soviet Armed 
Forces Chief Political 
Directorate. They also 
met with Lizichev' s chief 
deputy, Admiral A.I. 
Sorokin. 
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AFGHANS PULL 
INSIDE JOB ... 

Jane's Defence Weekly reports that the mid-June 
destruction of 18 Soviet combat aircraft at 
Afghanistan's heavily guarded Shindand air base 
probably should be credited to rebellious Afghan air 
force officers, not to mujahideen freedom fighters, 
as was initially reported. Apparently Afghan air force 
officers sabotaged their own aircraft, according to 
the Jane's article by Yossef Bodansky, who used as 
a source a recent defector who claimed to have 
witnessed the explosions. 

Shindand is Afghanistan's largest air base, home 
of the Soviet 10th Army. It also houses Soviet naval 
aviation, electronic and intelligence facilities, 
operational centers for the Aviation Front of the 
Neareastem Area of Operations (lVD) and token 
units of the Afghan puppet regime's air force. 
Security is extreme at Shindand, which is 
surrounded by a wide belt of sensors, minefields 
and free-fire zones. Soviet soldiers leveled all homes 
and villages formerly located in the free-fire zone. 
Civilian movement in the area is forbidden. Soviet 
helicopter gunships and jets routinely bomb the 
heights around Shindand which might be used to 
launch an attack on the base. 

Mujahideen members claimed that freedom 
fighters had penetrated Shindand's legendary 
security net and knocked out 12 or 15 Afghan air 
force MiG-17s and MiG-2ls. They described a brief 
rocket and mortar attack similar to the noted 1965 
Viet Cong attack on U.S planes at Bieri Hoa. But 
the Soviets usually mount fierce retaliat9ry raids 
after such rebel strikes and none occurred following 
the Shindand attack. Neither was there any 
explanation for why more sophisticated aircraft at 
the base were not targeted. 

The defector told Jane's that the sabotage was an 
inside job carried out by 10 Afghan air force 
officers, including three pilots, all infuriated by 
reports of Soviet atrocities in their native, areas. An 
SOF source confirmed that the acts of sabotage 
were coordinated with a mujahideen rocket and 
mortar attack to divert the attention of security 
personnel. The Afghan officers decided to sabotage 
their own aircraft because they were forbidden 
access to the areas where Soviet aircraft were 
housed. The officer cell accordingly spiked bomb 
fuses and put explosives in fuel tanks. The 
subsequent explosions spread fire along the flight 
line and caused extensive damage. All suspects 
were quickly arrested and court-martialed. Five 
officers - three pilots, one co-pilot and a doctor -
were executed within days, the defector reported. 
Allah Akbar! 

H ONOR 
ROLL. .. 

Refugee Relief International Inc. 
contributors: 

F.A.S.T., Jay & Penny Long. 
El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense 

Fund: 
Cliff Rager, F.A.S.T., Bill Tribfelner, 

Martin Whited, Lauran Hartshorn, 
John R. Bride, Steve Bernard, David 
Bernard, Robert Walaszewski, Craig 
Manness, Dan Swyndro, William 
Hartig, Richard Vilardo, John Tomich, 
Sgt. Slack, Richard H. Craig, Tom 
Hession, Doug Erickson, Kenneth G. 
Paynter. 

Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund: 
Mark Stein of Moteng International 

Inc., Clifford R. Rager, Jay & Penny 
Long, Bob White. 

K NOW 
THINE ENEMY ... 

Kremlin-watchers, take note. A 
new publication is available: Soviet 
Presswatch -A Bi-Weekly Analysis 
of the Soviet Media. According to 
Dr. Jack Wheeler of the Freedom 
Research Foundation, the editors are 
experienced Soviet analysts who 
"voraciously read what is published 
in the USSR in the original Russian, 
down to obscure journals in the 
various outlying republics, such as 
Georgia or Kazakhstan." They are 
also in touch with dissident sources, 
Wheeler said. Summaries of the 
most interesting information is 
presented in Soviet Presswatch. It is 
available to subscribers in either an 
electronic or printed form. 
Subscriptions are $250 a year. For 
more information, write: 
Presswatch International Inc., 
1341 Ocean Avenue, Suite 341, 
Santa Monica, CA 90401. 

WRITE 
AL MAR ... 

A recent article looking at Al Mar 
Knives (See "Al Mar - The Green 
Beret Cutler," SOF, December '85) 
omitted the address and phone 
number of the blade designer. If you 
want to call him or drop him a line: 
Al Mar Knives, Dept. SOF, 5755 
Southwest Jean Rd., Suite 101, 
Oswego, OR 97034. Phone 
(503) 635-9229. ~ 
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1 
GI M-65 

Field Jacket. 
Latest US Army issue field Jacket. 50/50 
nylon-cotton. Quarpel water repellency. Zip­
in hood. heavy-duty front zipper. snap 
closures. Pius extra room in the shoulders 
for movement. Sizes: S, M. L. XL. 
#0107GO O.D. Green S4,9.05'$44.95 
#0107WO Woodland Camo. $~ $44.95 
GI M-65 Jacket Uner. Cold weather liner. 
Turns M-65 into all weather 
jacket. Sizes: S, M. L, XL. 
#0107AO $19.95 

2 Folding Trench Knife. 3W' stainless 
steel blade folds conveniently into 
the unique 5" steel "knuckle buster" 
handle for protection & safety. Length 
open-8~" . 
#172010 $,l.9:95 Sale $14.95 

3 8-Shot Tear Gas Revolver. Fires 8-.22 
caliber tear gas or blanks in seconds. 
#260110 Blue s~ Sales 9.95 
#260120 Chrome $~Sale $10.95 
.22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic. Fires 6-.22 
caliber tear gas or blanks as fast as you can 
pull the trigger. 
#260510 Blue 
#260520 Chrome 
Accessories 

Sj,.4.,95 Sale S10.95 
Sj.S,SS Sale $11.95 

11260202 Tear Gas cartridges I 10) 
#260204 X-Loud Blanks ( 100) 
#260201 Revolver Holster 
#260203 Automatic Holster 

5 Mitchell AR-50 Accessory 
Package. Black space age nylon 
pistol grip and nickel-plated steel 
lelescoping buttstock. Locks 
open and closed. Compact-26" 

$2.95 
$3.95 
$2.95 
$3.95 

overall when closed. Regular size open. 
Ventilated forend. 
#242000 $69.95 
6 Mitchell SD-rd Mag. for 10/22 Rifle. Easy 
loading. reliable functioning and durability. 
Full 50-<d. capacity. Markings on back keep 
you informed of remaining rounds. 
#193000 S~ Sale $34.95 

Credit Card Orders For Fast Delivery 

7 Mini-Mag. Tiny size, has all the quality 
engineering, optics, & performance of larger 

Mag-Lites. SW' long, ~" diameter. 1" 
diameter flashlight head focuses beam from 

powerful spot to flood. Uses 2 "A" cells. 
#320100 $14.95 

4 Llfeknife Commando. Razor-sharp 6" 
blade made from 440C stainless steel heat 
treated to RH57-58. Aircraft aluminum hol­
low handle is waterproof. Contains wire saw. 
matches, survival fish hooks, split shot. 20 ft . 
of 10 lb. test line. 6 ft . snare utility wire, 
needles. sutures. Black leather sheath, 
thong & sharpening stone. Jeweled com­
pass in cap. 12" overall. 
1722SO 

Clips & Magazines 
Pachmayr Stainless 
Steel .45 Magazine. 
#193110 $19.95 
Browning HI-Power 
9 mm Mag. l~hot 
#191620 $15.00 
AR-15 M-16. 
30-shot Magazine. 
#191220 $7.95 
M-1 Carbine. 30-shot 
Magazine Blue Steel. 
#190420 $5.00 

Uzi 9 mm. 32-shot Magazine. 
#192620 

Magazines for Mini 14 
20-shot Blue #190720 
30-shot Blue #190820 
40-shot Blue #191020 
20-shot Stainless #220600 

$14.95 

s 9.95 
$12.95 
$24.95 
$14.95 

11 Six Pocket Bush Short. Made of 
tough, durable material you find in regular 
fatigues. Triple needle side & yoke seams. 
Front has 2 flapped-patch pockets, 2 slash 
pockets. The back has 2 patch pockets with 
flaps. Sizes: 24-46. 
#3404GO O.D. Green S15.95 

The Black Book Of Dirty Tricks. " Improvised 
Munitions Handbook" is the most sought 
after (until now impossible to obtain) Army 
Manual. Includes chapters on: Mines & 
Grenades, Small Arms Weapons & Ammo. 
Mortars & Rockets. Incendiary Devices, 
Fuses, Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. Plus 
how to manufacture Rocket Launchers, 
Pistols, Shotguns. and Recoilless Rifles from 
easy to obtain materials. And much morel 
New expanded edition I Limited number 
available' 
ORDER NOW! Order No. BB $10.00 

8 USAF L-2B Flight Jacket. Official Air 
Force Lightzone (Lightweight issue). Sage 
Green. Orange lining. 100% polyester. Knit 
collar. cuffs & waistband. 2 pockets. Zipper 
cigarette pocket on sleeve. Sizes: S, M. L. XL. 
#012900 $~Sale $39.95 
USAF MA-1 Flyer's Jacket. Same as L-2B 
with 100% polyester batting lining for 
warmth. No epaulets. Sage Green, Orange 
lining. Sizes: S. M. L. XL. 
#0134GO $.49:SS Sale $39.95 

9 Camouflage Ranger Vest. Has a pocket 
for everything. Back pockets, front pockets, 
side pockets. bellows pockets, hidden 
pockets. Woodland Camo. cotton blend 
with shirt-tail sides. Hide-away hood in collar. 
Rugged action vest is good looking & func­
tional. Sizes: S. M. L, XL. 
#0148CO S39.95 

10 Little Black Box. Automatically starts 
recorder when telephone is picked up. Re­
cords entire conversation on both sides: 
Automatically stops recorder when phone 
is hung up! Attaches anywhere along the line 
& plugs into ANY recorder. Causes abso­
lutely no interference or noise on phone. 
MINIATURE! Only 2" x 2" x %". 
Alligator clip hook-up 
#310101 $~Sale $24.95 
Modular plug-In hook-up 
#310102 $~Sale $24.95 

#3404KO Khaki $15.95 "11•111iii!~ 
#3404CO Camouflage $15.95 ~ 

12 "Pineapple" Hand Grenade. Com­
pletely inert & harmless. Looks like the 
real thing. Detachable firing lever. 
#1721GO $6.95 
Ordering Information! To order by mail , use 
coupon or separa1e sheet. Mail payment or credit 

card information. For ques­
tions or Information call 

1-312-228-0080. To order by 
phone use credit card number. Call 

1-800-323-3233. Have all information ready. 
Minimum order S10.00. 

rffi1 ~ .... f}~I~ ~.! 

13 The Bionic Ear. 
Extremely sensitive & 

pointable. e Ironic listening device the 
size of a flashlight. Amplifies & passes 
them on to the user through stereo head­
phones which are included. Used exten­
sively by hunters, bird watchers, security 
& law enforcement personnel. can near a 
whisper at 100 yards, feet scuffling at 200 
feet. a car door shutting at 5 blocks, a 
coon dog on the trail up to 2 miles. Uses 
9 volt battery. Warning: Nol Intended as an 
eavesdropping device. 
#310300 $69.95 

r---------------------------------------, 
PRPELLEX(Jj 1090 FARGO ELK ~~6:i~ILLAGE, IL 60007 

,,, ~CORPORATION 

QTY. NUMBER DESCRIPTION/SIZE/COLOR PRICE 

CHARGE MY: D MASTERCARD D AMERICAN EXPRESS 
0 VISA D DINERS CLUB/CARTE BLANCHE 
D CHECK ENCLOSED D MONEY ORDER 

CATALOG Sl.00-FREE WITH ORDER D SEND CATALOG 

SUB 
TOTAL1----

SHIPPING/ Sa.so 
HANDLING ,._ __ _ 

CALL TOLL FREE mno .. ________ _;_;~~""'n~"'~';.::;:.:_;·~::c.~~'-·n_••_1 nc_1_ude TAX ----

1-800-323-3233 EXP. DAT TOTAL 
Illinois, Alaska. Hawaii 1-312-228-0080 ~------------------

f REE! Mystery Gijth every $!:ra1og order! ;;;,, .. ________ _ 
L-~~--------------~!~~1~--------------~ 



• 0620 $15.95 

* 0471 $13.95 

EDWARD JABLONSKI 

A PICTORIAL HISTORY YOURS 
FREE 

0539 $17.95 

1024 $15.95 

gEWORLD 
WARll 

YEARS 
with 
membership 

~i.llili~~ii 

• Exprriencr the war as never before through 
400 origi1rn l-source photographs and maps. 
Many never previously published' 

• Be there at Tubruk, Midway, Stalingrad, 
Normandy, thr Bulge, Iwo .Jima and all the 
great battles of land, sea and air. 

1396 $18.95 1453 $12.95 0968 $18.95 2360 $9.50 

HEiiOEs SURVIVORS 

• . ZALINGRAHf 

BJRllRlllWI' 

,,...,.,,,, .,,,..J ,.,,h ''"' '¥•• lhe "I.If~ 

:!.M 

• Witness world leaders in public and private, 
as they decide the Fate of millions. 

• Examine charts and 
diagrams of aircraft 
and armaments. See 
the big picture or 
WWII with special 
strategy maps! 

0760 $22.50 2303 $22.50 0117 $16.95 

. I . 
1008 $15.95 

._..__ 
THB Gl\!.VNl"S 
and~ 

n.eoo-war 

1388 $18.95 1735 Spec. ed. 0794 $19.95 2030 $14.95 1743 $18.95 0901 $17.95 2261 $18.95 •0752 Spec. ed. 

0596 $28.50 0992 $14.95 1040 $19.95 1032 $12.95 t1693 Spec. ed . 1685 $19.95 0240 $18.95 1750 $24.00 t 4440 $12.95 2279 $18.95 
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··:o':~· I-· 
• 304 pages t • $12.95 in publisher's edition 

•FREE when you join America's #1 Military Book Club 

1602 $12.95 

PLUS ANY 3 MORE BOOKS FOR 98~ 
WITH MEMBERSHIP 

Here's how the Club Plan works: You'll get 3 books for only 98¢ plus shipping and handling and your FREE BOOK and FREE 
WWII MAPS- when accepted as a member. We reserve the right to reject any application . However, once accepted , if you 
are not completely satisfied with your introductory books, return them within 10 days at our 
expense . Your membership will be cancelled and you will owe nothing. The FREE BOOK and 
FREE MAPS are yours to keep in any case. 

t Sof1 cover •Ex pl I cit sex. violence and/or language. 

rMilif;ry-B~kC~b@- - - - I 
I Dept. AS-750, Garden City, NY 11535 I 

Yes. please accept my membership application and send me the 3 books 

I marked in the boxes below plus my FREE BOOK and FREE WWII MAPS. Bill I 
me only 98¢ plus shipping and handling for the 3 books. I agree to the Club 

I 
plan presented in this ad, and understand that I need buy just 4 more books I 
at regular low Club prices anytime I want during the next 2 years. 

Huge selection: As a Club member. you 'll have over 350 titles to choose from-a tremen- • No·rlsk guarantee: If not delighted atter examining my 3 selections, 1 
dous variety of the very best military books in pnnt Many feature rarely seen photos, 1llustra- J ~ I may return the books within 10 days at Club expense. My membership will 

1 tlOns and maps. Many books are d1ff1cult to find anywhere else .~,. be cancelled and I will owe nothing. No maner what I decide, I may keep my 
How you save money· The Club otters its own complete hardbound ed1t1ons (sometimes • ~":'l.i~ / rF_RE_E_B_O_O_K_an_d_F_R,..EE_M_AP_S_. __ .,.-----~----~ 
altered in Sile to fit special presses) Club editions save you up to 30% ott publishers' ~. I jFREE BOOK #08771 I I 
hardcover edition prices. A shipping and handling charge is added to each shipment . . . . 

Club magazine· About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) you'll receive the free Club magazine TWO I Note: If you alrea.dy own A Pictorial History of the World War// Years, please I 
descnb1ng com;ng Selecllon(s) and Alternates. In add1t1on, up to 4 times a year, you may receive otters of FULL-COLOR 

1 
~roose another title for your FREE BOOK. 

1 spec.ial Selections, always at discounts ott publishers' prices. If you want the featured Selection(s), do . 
1 

" " Mrs. 
nothing- shipment will be made automatically. If you prefer an Alternate- or no book at all - indicate this on 24 V2 X 19 Ms. --------~(p~le-a-se_p_r~in~t)--------
the order form and return it by the date specified . You 'll have at least 10 days to decide. If you have l~ss WWII MAPS I Address Apt. No. I 
than 10 days, and you receive an unwanted Selection, you may return 1t at our expense and owe nothing. FREE 

I 
City State ___ Zip __ _ 

The choice Is always yours: Your only obligation is to take just 4 books at regular low Club prices during the ' 
next 2 years. You may resign anytime atter purchasing your 4 books , or continue to enjoy Club membership with membership If under 18, parent must sign. -,.==..,.,,,.-,,--..,,...--,---,--,-
for as long as you like. I. - - - - · · · - - - I I ~.embers accepted in U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members serviced, I 

I Club edltlon~av~ you up to 30~ ott publishers' list prices quoted above. L.!,o~a~h~tt~I~ d=n.!;_ __ --7~~ 
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ONE of mankind's oldest tools in 
peace and war has been the knife. Ear­
ly man-the-hunter, armed with a cut­
ting edge, understood that the more 
blood an animal lost the quicker it ex­
pired, and the quicker the clan was fed. 

Man-the-warrior had much the 
same understanding. When he began 
to hunt other men -the most danger­
ous animals of all - he immediately 
discovered that the blood-loss princi­
ple went a long way toward saving his 
own skin. Using that knowledge as a 
starting point, he began to devote 
some serious study to the best way to 
kill with minimal risk to himself. 

This bothers some members of our 
society whose sole contact with cutlery 
is the bread-and-butter blade. Our 
squeamishness aside, other societies 
have shown a keen interest in what to 
them is practical rather than esoteric 
information. 

A case in point was the Japanese 
samurai practice of testing finished 
swords for performance using con­
demned prisoners as the test medium. 
During the process they went to the 
trouble of describing and cataloguing 
the various cuts , and rated them 
according to varying degrees of diffi­
culty. What's more, they also worked 
up a set of drawings of the human 
anatomy and illustrated these cuts and 
their application. 

Believe me, when a samurai went 
about the business of taking someone 
apart . with a blade, he knew exactly 
where he was going and how to get 
there. 

Which brings us to the here and 
now. Like it or not, the harsh realities of 
life make it necessary for some of us to 
know and consider a few of these cut­
ting techniques - both for our own, 
and our country's, best interests. 

If you're going close in, here's some 
hard information on knife fighting they 
didn't give you in basic training. 

When a man dies as a result of a 
knife wound, most people think he 
bleeds to death. True in part, but the 
actual cause of death from blood loss is 
suffocation. When there is no longer 
enough oxygen being circulated 
through the body to sustain life, the 
victim suffocates. Bow hunters have 
known this for years, and they adjust 
their tactics to allow enough time for 
the process to occur in their quarry 
after the hit. They don't expect a game 
animal to collapse as soon as it's struck 
by an arrow. You shouldn't expect a 
man to drop in his tracks as soon as 
you cut him with your knife, either. 

With that in mind, Jet's consider the 
two ways to kill a man with a knife. One 
is by attacking his circulatory system, 
and the other his nervous system. 
Neither method is best under all cir­
cumstances, so let's examine each and 
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BATTLE 
BLADES 

by Bill Bagwell 

Effective Cuts 

SOF edged weapons editor 
demonstrates the devastating 
slashing power of a well-made 
combat knife. 

see how to employ them. 
The most common approach to kill­

ing with a knife is an attack on the 
circulatory system. In other words, you 
cut the enemy until he bleeds enough 
to suffocate. The idea is to cause the 
maximum amount of blood loss in the 
shortest possible time without expos­
ing yourself to any great risk of being 
cut in the process. A successful stab­
bing attack to the heart, its surrounding 
arteries or the kidneys will accomplish 
the blood loss we are seeking, but the 
odds of the enemy being able to retali­
ate or cut you before you make contact 
are high. A far safer method is to slash 
the surface blood vessels that are the 
easiest to reach. 

Generally overlooked as prime 
offensive targets are the veins and 
arteries of the hands and arms. Espe­
cially vulnerable are those vessels in 
the area of the wrist where they come 
to the surface and branch out across 
the back of the hand. A slash to this 
area, using a good knife with a first-rate 
cutting ability, is far more lethal than is 

generally supposed. And, if you land a 
telling blow to the back of your oppo­
nent's hand you will likely do more 
than just make him bleed - you will 
probably disable him as well. 

The leaders and ligaments that con­
trol both wrist and finger articulation 
are concentrated in this area and are 
easily reached and severed. A serious 
cut to the back of the hand will instantly 
render that particular hand useless. 
Further, the hand will require immedi­
ate attention in the form of a tourniquet 
to stop the bleeding. Left unattended, 
this cut can cause unconsciousness in a 
minute or Jess. 

While we're talking about attacking 
your opponent's blood circulation, 
let's look at another aspect of this busi­
ness of cutting hands and arms. Have a 
look at a medical chart of the circula­
tory system, then look at one of the 
muscular system. See anything in 
common? They both run up and down 
the skeleton, or what I call north and 
south. In attacking one or both systems 
- in the interest of causing maximum 
blood flow or severing muscles and 
ligaments and disrupting locomotion 
or function - it should be obvious that 
your deadliest cuts will be across the 
direction they run, or east and west. 

In other words, a cut that runs from 
wrist to elbow, or parallel to the blood 
vessels and muscle bias, will not be as 
instantly disabling as a cut that runs 
across the wrist. The same holds true 
with fingers or legs or whatever. Cuts 
across muscles slice them in two and 
they quit working, while cuts that run 
with muscles split them. While they 
may bleed, they can continue to func­
tion. It's for this reason that I consider 
cuts across the extremities to be doubly 
effective and call them "bonus cuts." 

Now that we've briefly examined 
some basic approaches to attacking 
the circulatory system, what does this 
mode of offense offer? A slashing 
attack on the extremities is one of the 
safest to mount while maintaining a 
good defense, and there's the added 
bonus of disabling your opponent. 
However, this type of attack is also the 

Continued on page 123 
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I 
I 

Learn at Home in Spare Time 

LEARN GUN REPAIR 

I 
I 
I 
I 

MAKE MONEY! HAVE FUN TOO! Start Right 
Now! No Previous Experience Necessary 

IN YOUR FIRST LESSON we reveal a 
secret of ballistics that can increase your 
hunting accuracy so dramatically .. . ALL 
YOUR FRIENDS WILL BEG YOU TO SHOW 
THEM HOW TO DO IT! The men you shoot 
with wi l l scarce ly believe their eyes when th ey 
witness your sensat ional ly improved shooting ac­
curacy. (You may even have trouble bel ieving it 
yourse lf!) It seems like a miracle-yet, it's part of 
your training on the way to becoming a gun pro. 
The way you do it is the simple appl ica ti on of 
revea ling new in format ion concern ing ball istics 
that is explained with a simple, easy-to-understand 
chart that accompanies your 
f irst lesson. And this is just 
one example of the dozens of 
inside tips and gun secrets 
that wi ll be revealed to you 
as you progress through 
thi s excit ing cou rse. 

GUNS ARE BIG BUSI­
NESS . Gun repa ir, cus-

• 

tom ammo-making, sporter­
izing , custom stock in g, 
sa les-all are profit oppor­
tunities for the expert. Now, 

W at home in spare time, you 
Cl can learn the basics you \ 
ct need to become that expert . ' 
C.. We do not know how many I 
w o f ou r gradu a tes have \ 
a: s tarted th e ir ow &J ·un--~\ 
j:: shops, but we have letters 
z on file from some who have. 
w And we'll send you tf)e re-

sults of a su rvey 
..J showing employ · 
ct ment success of 
:::!; our graduates. 

0 
FIRST FOLD HERE 

z 
ct 

NO POSTAGE NECESSARY 
when you mail this ENTIRE 
Postage-Paid ad 

To Mail-Fold Ad in the following manner: 
1 . Remove entire page- 3. Fold page again , on 

tear or cut on dotted line 2nd fold lines 
to left 4. Tape or glue the 3 

2. Fold page in half on open sides and drop 

lw 1st fold lines in the mail box today. 

·~ I c.. 
w 

I!!: 
I-· ~ •= 
·~ 
·~ 

GUN REPAIR, BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 

Covers everything you ever wanted to know 
about guns. Gives you the start you need to 
go into your own business or apply for a 
good job. 

•: GUN SALES I> MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN andMUCH,MUCHMORE 

I~ There are more than 20 million hunters plu s 

l
w more millions of target shooters , gun collectors and 
a: owners in the U.S. oep1. Rsots 

•• Name Age 

I Add ress ----------------------

1 City/State / Zip 
• 
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TOP-FLIGHT GUN "PRO 's" TELL YOU WHAT TO DO, 
HOW TO DO IT, GUIDE YOU EVERY STEP OF THE WAY. 
You'll see how to take apart and repair almost 
every well -known rifle , shotgun, pistol and auto­
matic. We take the IT'ystery out of ballistics. Show 
you how to smooth up actions, fit and repair 
stocks, rechoke shotguns, customize handguns. 
Includes bedding techniques, stock inletting, fit· 
ting drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black powder 
guns. How to buy and sell guns for profit. 

As a "Gun Pro " trainee at North American WE SHOW 
YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS 
LICENSE If you qualify otherwise, you may obtain 
a Federal License to buy and sell guns, ammuni ­
tion and accessories without inventory ... while you 
are still a student at North American . Th is means 
you can begin making extra cash almost immedi­
ately-ordering guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis . It also helps you get started toward a 
business of your own ... if that is what you want 
after you graduate. 

:::! 

Everything Explained in Easy-To-Under­
stand Language so Even a Beginner Can 
Follow Explanation s includ e photo s, 
diagrams, drawing s and chart s. We send 
you all the tools you need so you ac tually 
learn by doing as you follow the lessons. 
You receive catalogs , barga in bulletins, re­
quirements for Federal Firearm s License. 

Special Tools and Equipment Included 
You get prec is ion gauges, fi ne gunsmith 's 
screwdrivers, honing stones, checkering 
tools , plu s much, mu ch more. 
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J was an 18-year-old PFC clerk­
typist serving at a small backwater base 
in Northern California when my orders 
for Vietnam came. I was terrified. 
Being blessed with an overactive im­
agination I knew I was going to my 
death. 

After processing through Oakland 
Army Terminal and boarding a Flying 
Tiger Airlines jet, our load of Vietnam­
bound human cargo made the un­
eventful 18-hour flight with the usual 
scenic stops at Travis AFB, Anchorage, 
and Yakota AFB in Japan. 

Finally, Long Binh crept up on the 
horizon. I suspect our pilot had read 
the same Time magazine article I had 
about VC gunners and their cheery 
little habit of taking pot shots at incom­
ing aircraft. As the plane winged close 
to the airbase, we plummeted toward 
the runway like a kamikaze pilot diving 
into the deck of a carrier. 

Once safe on the ground - Charlie 
must've taken the d~y off-we taxied 
over to what at fir5t looked like a giant 
green snake lying on the concrete. 
Closer up it turned out to be a tunnel 
revetted waist-high with sandbags and 
covered with steel mesh screening, 
running from the bottom of the aircraft 
boarding ramp to the door of a waiting 
40-passenger Army bus. An NCO met 
us at the top of the ramp and told us to 
unass the airplane, move out smartly 
and get on the bus. 

No problems there. I figured they 
wouldn't have gone to all the trouble of 
building that tunnel unless there was 
the chance we might get attacked the 
minute we got off the plane. I could just 
see my mother getting a telegram 
saying her son had died during his first 
20 minutes in Vietnam. 

Just before we pulled out, a guy got 
on who I swear was Pancho Villa's 
cousin. He was armed with a sawed-off 
pump shotgun and had two ban­
doleers of shells crisscrossed over his 
chest. With a shit-eatin' smile he in­
formed us he was "riding shotgun," 
and promised he would do his damn­
dest to see that we didn't die on the 
way to the repple-depple. 

The windows of the bus were cov­
ered with the same wire mesh as the 
tunnel, and I asked him why. He 
cocked an eyebrow at my "cherry" 
question and explained that it was to 
keep bad people from throwing things 
like grenades into the bus. My imagina­
tion, now pumping in high gear, told 
me that if it would keep grenades out it 
would also keep people in. If we got 
popped, I'd be riding in an Army issue 
rolling coffin. I started sweating bullets, 
but we lived through the ride to the 
replacement depot. 

Our load of new guys piled out of the 
bus in front of a two-story wooden 
barracks and formed up into a com-
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I WAS THERE 
by Bruce E. Kipp 

As Green as They Come 

pany formation. The first sergeant 
came out to talk to us, and the very first 
thing he asked was if there were any 
Army Security Agency (ASA) people 
in the crowd. I was the only one. He 
motioned me off to the side and mut­
tered something which sounded like 
"fucking prima donna" although I had 
no idea of why he was talking about 
ballet. 

When I was clear of the formation 
the rest of the group were marched off 
to draw their TA-50 equipment and 
weapons. Top told me to hang loose 
for a couple of hours until a bus came 
for me. Hanging loose is the best order 
a soldier can get, so I headed for the 
EM club and a cold beer or two. 

Coming back about two hours later I 
poked my head into the orderly room. 
Top asked where the hell I'd been and 
in the same breath told me to get my 
ass on the bus outside. Being a lowly 
PFC and brand-new in-country, I has­
tened to comply. On my way out of the 
orderly room, I think he mentioned 
something about that damned ballet 
again. 

Except for. the driver, I was the only 
guy on the bus. I asked him where we 
were going and he told me that all ASA 
people go to the St. Georges Hotel in 
Saigon. Not wanting to seem too much 
like a newby, I didn't ask ?tny more 
questions. 

We drove for about an hour, and I 
saw my first rice paddies, water buffalo 
and Vietnamese. Then we .entered 
Saigon. It was crowded, it was dirty 
and it smelled bad, but it was oh-so 
exotic to a boy raised in the white mid­
dle-class suburbs of Detroit. We finally 
arrived at an enormous faded pink and 
blue stucco building with a big sign 
over the door that said St. Georges 
Hotel in English, French and Viet­
namese. A smaller sign directed new 
arrivals to report to the desk clerk. 

A bored Spec. 4 assigned me to a 
room, and since it was already late 
afternoon, told me to report back the 
next morning for in-processing. Shit 
Here I was in the middle of a war and 
nobody had given me a gun yet. I men­
tioned this fact to the clerk and he told 
me not to worry, papa-san would pro-

tect us. He pointed to what looked like 
a large brown prune mounted on two 
toothpicks, armed with an M16 and 
asleep next to the door. It wasn't the. 
most reassuring of sights. '. 

I trudged up to my room and 
opened the door. Four-star Hilton lux- · 
ury it was not. Whitewashed walls, an 
Army cot and a quartermaster-issue 
dresser made for rather Spartan living. · 
I dumped my duffle bag, and since it, 
had been a long, hot and exciting day 
- there had been numerous possibili­
ties for dying- I decided to take a nap. 

I don't think I'd been asleep for too 
long when I slowly eased my eyes 
open. Bigger than life, clinging to the 
ceiling in defiance of gravity, and 
directly over my head was the nastiest­
looking lizard I'd ever seen. I was sure 
that if I made a sudden move it would 
drop down and bite me with its poison 
fangs. If I had to die I sure didn't want 
to do it in a stifling hotel room, bitten to 
death by a Viet Cong lizard. 

Very slowly and carefully I slid off 
my bunk, then dashed for the door. I 
stood there staring, doorknob in hand 
and ready to run, ,when suddenly 
something began to push the door 
open from the other side. 

I jumped back into the center of the 
room, heart pounding, unprepared for 
this new threat. It was about four feet 
tall with a shriveled face, and it was 
cackling insanely to itself. Even worse, 
it was dressed in black pajamas! 

Christ! VC wear black pajamas, my 
adrenalized brain shrieked as I backed 
away in terror. The creature, still cack­
ling, shuffled into the room. I was in the 
final stages of panic when the old crone 
pushed me over the edge. With a 
deadly flourish it suddenly whipped 
out a BROOM! 

I fled screaming from the room and 
dashed downstairs, babbling to the 
duty Spec. 4 that I had been attacked 
by a VC in my room. The astonished 
clerk asked me a couple of quick ques­
tions and then glared at me. In a tone 
reserved specially for syphilitic whores 
and new guys, he told me to quit being 
an asshole, that it was just marna-san 
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This rapid fire 22 Cal 
"Commando" type 
machine pistol looks like 
the famous weapon so 
popular with special 
assault groups. The side 
mounted, detachable, ten 
round clip sprays pellets 
into the target as fast as 
you can pull the trigger. 
Comes with free targets 
and 50 reuseable pellets 

THE WALTHER P38 

This WWII German classic 
is full-sized! It's an accurate 
replica of the Walther P38 
the real WWII German 
Army workhorse (more pro­
duced and used than the 
luger). Comes with 8-shot 
magazine, 50 reuseable 
pellets and free targets . 

Each of these .22 cal. pellet firing target 
weapons looks and feels like the real thing. 
Each comes with targets and 50 reusable 
plastic pellets . No permit is required , please 
indicate your age. Purchase price promptly 
refunded if you are not completely satisfied. 
Just $4 . 95 each plus 95¢ each for postage 
and handling . 

SEMI-AUTOMATIC MACHINE PISTOL 

This hard hitting target 
pistol looks and feels like 
the "magnum revolver" in 
use by most highway 
patrols . Extra long target 
barrel and he-man grips 
combine to give unusual 
accuracy. The easy-load 
cylinder reloads quickly 
with 10 pellets . Comes with 
free targets and 50 reuse­
able pellets . 

This accurate target pistol 
looks and feels like the 
famous snub nosed 
revolver in use by most 
detectives. The cylinder 
swings out to take eight 22 
caliber pellets. Comes with 
free targets and 50 reuse­
able pellets . 

TO: GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept. 269AB68 

.IUST 

95 
EACH 

r.====== County Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 =================== 

YES please rush me the 22 cal. pellet-firing target weapon(s) I've checked below. Also include my FREE 
'targets and 50 reuseable pellets with each weapon . I'm enclosing $4 .95-plus 95¢ for postage and 

handling for each target weapon I'm ordering. If I'm not completely satisfied you'll refund my money rig ht away. 

D TARGET MAGNUM NAME 
REVOLVER ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-

0 SNUB-NOSED ADDRESS 
REVOLVER 

Not sold 1n New York City No permit required 0 SEMI-AUTOMATIC CITY t STATE t ZIP 
M1ch1gan State residents add sales tax MACHINE PISTOL "-----"-'--'-""'-'--------------------------
GUARANTEED DISTRIBUTORS, Dept 269AB68 $TOTAL ENCLOSED Not sold 1n New York City No permit requir:;ed 

unty Road 687, Hartford, Michigan 49057 D WALTHER P38 Michigan State residents add sales tax 
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SMALL-arms literature contains 
few references to the puzzling Yugosla­
vian M56 submachine gun manufac­
tured by Zavodi Crvena Zastava, Kra­
gujevac. Worse yet, most of these 
sources are erroneous in one regard or 
another. They are based on factory 
specification sheets only, not hands-on 
experience. 

SOF doesn' t regurgitate manufac­
turers' brochures. Instead, I've fired 
more than 1, 000 rounds through my 
M56. Here are the facts. 

At first glance, it appears to be little 
more than a slightly modified MP40. 
Nothing could be farther from the 
truth. In overall length, the M56 is 34.6 
inches with the stock extended and 
25.6 inches with the stock folded. It 
weighs 6. 7 pounds, empty, which is 
about average for a submachine gun of 
this vintage. Blowback operated, the 
M56 fires from the open-bolt position. 

The M56 is chambered for the Com­
Bloc 7.62x25mm round. This bottle­
neck cartridge was adopted in 1930 by 
the Russians for use in the Tokarev 
Model TT-30/33 pistol series. As with 
many Soviet " innovations," it's a 
direct copy of the 7.63mm (.30) Maus­
er round originally developed for the 
Borchardt pistol and then increased in 
power for the Mauser Model 1896 
Self-Loading Pistol (the Broomhan­
dle). Until the .357 Magnum popped 
up in the late 1930s, the Broomhandle 
was the hottest number in town and 
high-velocity king of the pistol calibers. 

ComBloc loading will step out of the 
M56 barrel at 1,640 fps. Its 86-grain 
projectile has a very flat trajectory and 
offers consistent submachine-gun hit 
probability out to 200 meters. A so­
called Model 65 was reported to be the 
9mm Parabellum version of this 
weapon, but I doubt it existed beyond 
the pages of a catalog. 

Some think the 7.62x25mm car­
tridge is a flyweight, but it killed 
thousands of Germans on the Eastern 
Front. Self-styled experts continually 
hide behind filing cabinets and issue 
"selected" police reports which illus­
trate, in the manner of holy writ, that 
the human organism cannot be ter­
minated with a pistol cartridge smaller 
than .451 inches. I don't need a filing 
cabinet of favorable data to demon­
strate that hundreds of thousands were 
slain by Sten, MP40 and PPSh41 sub­
machine guns, before, during and well 
after World War II. 

The M56's tubular upper receiver 
body, to which the barrel is threaded, is 
just over 15 inches long. In addition to 
the model and serial number, the 
seamless receiver tube carries the crest 
of the Yugoslavian communist regime 
- a wreath made of shafts of wheat 
crowned by the communist five­
pointed star encircling five flaming 
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by Peter G. Kokalis 

Yugoslavian Puzzle Gun 

Yugoslav M56 submachine gun, 
caliber 7.62x25mm . . 

The M56's retracting handle serves 
as the weapon's only safety device. 

. Receiver markings commemorate 
the birth of the Tito regime. 

torches and the date of the Tito gov­
ernment's inception: 29 November 
1943. 

At 10 inches, the barrel looks overly 
long and somewhat fragile . Without 
the usual barrel shroud it's completely 
exposed, but it is of normal thickness 
(0.665 inches at the breech end) and 
quite substantial. Four grooves in the 
bore turn to the right. 

The front sight base is sweated and 
pinned to the barrel. A removable hood 
of the 98k type covers a fixed-blade 
front sight which can be moved in its 
dovetail to effect windage zero. The 
sight radius is 17 inches, since the rear 
sight is mounted on the upper receiver 
body. The flip-type rear sight has two 
settings: 100 meters ('10' ) and 200 
meters ( '20') with open square­
notches. They have no protective ears 
and are extremely difficult to manipu­
late. 

Three and a half inches to the rear of 
the front sight is a feature no combat 
veteran would ever want or expect to 
find on a submachine-gun barrel: a 
bayonet lug. Someone once told me 
this was useful for herding prisoners in 
a compound. I'll be damned if I'm ever 
going to let some POW get close 
enough to me so I can poke him with a 
knife attached to a two-foot extension. 

A stamped, sheet-metal magazine 
well is welded to the bottom of the 
upper receiver. The knurled magazine 
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release latch is at the rear and partially 
covered by the forearm. It must be 
pressed forward to drop the magazine, 
which falls freely away. There are two 
dime-sized holes on each side of the 
magazine well that match two corre­
sponding circles on each side of the 
magazine. As far as I can determine, 
they serve only as reference marks to 
visually notify the operator that the 
magazine is properly seated. 

The curved, 35-round magazine is 
of conventional design, using the mod­
ern two-position feed system, and re­
sembles the PPS43 magazine. Of all­
steel construction, the components 
(except for the spring) are sheet-metal 
pressings. It's exceptionally sturdy and 
easy to load without the use of a tool 
except for the last two or three rounds. 
This weapon will not accept drum 
magazines. 

A leather sling, similar to the 
MP40's, is attached to slots in front of 
the magazine well and at the rear of the 
lower receiver. 

The bolt body is cut from bar stock. 
Because it's over 6.5 inches long the 
bolt body is heavy. A folded extractor, 
fabricated from flat-spring stock, is 
mounted in a cut on top of the bolt and 
held in place by a cross pin. A fixed 
firing pin has been milled into the bolt 
face. The ejector is permanently fixed 
to the receiver tube, directly in back of 
the magazine well. Cut into the bottom 
of the bolt body is a channel that per­
mits this component to override the 
ejector. Empty cases are expelled 
through a port in the top of the receiver 
tube. 

A slot on the receiver's left side 
allows the retracting handle to recipro­
cate. When the bolt is fully forward and 
the chamber empty, a spring-loaded 
lever on the retracting handle engages 
a small nub on the receiver and pre­
vents the bolt from being withdrawn 
inadvertently. This lever is lifted off the 
nub in the act of cocking. The retract­
ing handle may also be rotated clock­
wise 90 degrees to lock the bolt in 
either the closed or retracted positions. 
This is the only safety device on the 
M56. Safety controls belong on the 
selector lever, and rotating the retract­
ing handle is clumsy and frustrating 
under stress. 

A disc attached to the front of the 
recoil spring butts against the retracting 
handle's shaft and prevents its removal 
except during disassembly. The large­
diameter recoil spring rides in a hollow 
in the rear of the bolt and over a tubu­
lar, sheet-metal guide rod attached to 
the end cap. 

Moving down to the lower receiver, 
things start to get weird. The folding 
stock is straight off the MP40. Its latch 
release button (on the left side) is con-
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Steiner ... The Right Gear, The Right Man. 
I trust my Steiner's. Night wilderness, scanning the bush without having to 
focus. A gigantic elk. Breathtaking brightness. Like someone turned the lights 
on. Brightness is everything, day or night, dawn or dusk. Steiners are many 
times brighter than the human eye. No focusing for distance over 20 yds. 
The world's most advanced, brightest and lightest military binocular. Perfect 

for the hunter. Feels right, works right, looks right. 
In sporting goods, marine, photo stores. 

Penetrating Light Power 

Pioneer Marketing & Research 
North American Marketing 

Office for Steiner, W. Germany 
216 Haddon Ave. 

Westmont, NJ 08108 
1 (609) 854-2424 

Dealers: 1 (800) 257-7742 

3. 
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GERMAN WAR ART 1939-1945. 
Edited by William P. Venne. 
American Graphic Systems, 576 
Sacramento Street, San Francis­
co, CA 94111. 160 pp. 220 paint­
ings and illustrations. 1984. 
$19.95. Review by Bill Brooks. 

German War Art presents the 
works of German combat artists during 
World War IL In 1941 the unofficial 
activities of soldier-artists serving with 
units at the front came to Hitler's atten­
tion. He was so impressed with the 
quality of the work that he decided it 
should be officially supported. Hitler 
ordered the German Army High Com­
mand to establish a staff of selected 
artists to follow the German military 
and develop a record of the war in 
paintings and drawings. These men 
were attached tq front-line military 
units of all branches of the German 
armed forces. 

For an audience polarized into 
camps of many Nazi-phobes, a few 
isolated Nazi-philes, and many more 
who would just as soon forget the Nazis 
ever existed, it's important to say that 
this collection is composed of art. 
Though propaganda is included in the 
selection, neither the book itself nor 
most of the art was an exercise in prop­
aganda, although some examples of 
that form are included. Rather these 
works are impressions of a generation 
of German artists whom history has 
ignored. German War Art 1939-
1945 further discusses the relationship 
between Nazi art and war art in gener­
al, and how this art is related to 20th 
century art as a whole. 

German war art is easily under­
stood. It was the direct reflection of the 
20th century's biggest war in the eyes 
of the German soldier. Some of those 
visions were politically colored, but 
most views were those of ordinary sol­
diers before and since. German war art 
- as a subject and as a book - is a 
personalized reflection of men in com­
bat on the other side of the wire - men 
who fought and suffered and bled like 
any other soldier. These works are 
sympathetically, apolitically repre­
sented in Yenne's book. 

TO BEAR ANY BURDEN. By Al 
Santoli. E. P. Dutton Inc., Dept. 
SOF, 2 Park Ave, New York, NY 
10016. 1985. 367 pp. $18.95. Re­
view by Dale Andrade. 

VIETNAM War books fill news­
stand shelves, but few are worth read­
ing. We suffer endless sloppy fiction 
that gives a grunt's-eye view of the 
war, apologies sweated out by men 
who tailored the war effort, and brazen 
books with a gift for hindsight that tell 
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IN REVIEW 

us how it should have been done. 
When will we get a clear account of the 
war in real and human terms? 

Al Santoli's To Bear Any Burden 
may be that book. His previous work, 
Everything We Had, is an excellent 
day-in-the-life-of-a-grunt book, but it 
added little to the war's big picture. 
This one's different. 

Santoli had a mission in mind when 
he set out on this endeavor. And after 
reading his book, it's clear that he was 
not one to accept the inevitability of a 
communist victory in Southeast Asia. 
Santoli wanted to bring together evi­
dence of America's losing track record 
in the words of those who were aware 
of the tragedy all along. Let the reader 
decide where the problem lay. 

A common thread of reasoning runs 
throughout Santoli's work. Through 
personal interviews he shows the read­
er that the war was not as simple as the 
press would have liked us to believe. 
And he paints his picture of the war 
with the thoughts , feelings and 
memories of men and women who 
were caught up in the war, from civilian 
medics and military masterminds to 
Montagnard tribesmen and Viet Cong 
communist cadre. They all saw things 
through different eyes, but all came to 
the same conclusion - North Vietnam 
didn't want to "liberate" South Viet-

nam, they wanted to tyrannize it. 
Truong Mealy's story, that of a for­

mer Viet Cong agent, illuminates the 
dark world of communist clandestine 
operations in the Mekong Delta. He 
tells what it was really like to work in an 
organization that cared nothing for hu­
man life: "Children were trained by the 
communists to throw grenades, not 
only for the terror factor, but so the 
government or American soldiers 
would have to shoot them. Then the 
Americans feel very ashamed. And 
they blame themselves and call their 
soldiers war criminals. " 

Vietnamese communists under­
stood the American public. 

Santoli interviewed hundreds of 
American men and women swept up 
in the war. And he goes one step fur­
ther by including the people of South­
east Asia. After all, it was for their 
hearts and minds that we fought. 
There's something convincing about 
hearing the words of Laotian and 
South Vietnamese peasants telling of 
communist lies and duplicity than 
there is about having to hear the same 
dog-eared excuses by the men who 
couldn't develop a viable strategy. To 
Bear Any Burden is convincing. 

Al Santoli weaves a tapestry of 
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INTRODUCING · 
THE NEW and EXCITING 

"M.A. v. TM " 

(MILITARY ALL-PURPOSE VEHICLE) 

5YA55AUL~ STEm·s· ·~ 

Tougher than the 
task you put it to! 
When it comes to the qualit f . and accessories we sim I yo o,ur gun ca~es, .holsters, gear bags 
workmanship' s'eca PY wont tolerate inferior materials or poor 
than most, w~ can J~~~~~~i~~~~~t~~U~~her and less flexible 
be free of defects in materials and workm h~NfEE each pro~u~t to 
owned by the original purchaser We ans ip or as long as it is 
who dares to match this guarantee' Ak~ow of no ~ther manufacturer 
Assault Systems' Gear . · s your retailer to show you 
catalog ... today! ... or mail $1 for our 1985 40-page full color 
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Distributed exclusively in Canada by Mil arm Co. Ltd .. 10969-101 Sir • -3049/ IN MISSOURI : 1-314-343-3575 TWX: 91 07601 429 

eet. Edmonton. Albert•. Canada TSH 259/(403) 424-5281 



IF you've spent a day out at the 
range doing very little but missing a 
target, you know how frustrating it can 
be. Missing targets in combat will hurt 
more than your feelings. Missing once 
can get you killed. 

Excuses for missing fly as thick as 
bullets; usually it's something like "I 
had a bad rifle and the rounds weren't 
any good." In my 15 years of profes­
sional soldiering I have found that the 
reason for most bad shooting is simply 
an improperly zeroed weapon. I have 
zeroed, or helped others zero, hun­
dreds of rifles, pistols and machine 
guns. The zeroing of weapons is to the 
weapons instructor as typing is to a 
secretary - a basic skill. 

To send men into battle without 
zeroed weapons is tantamount to crim­
inal negligence. Without a zeroed 
weapon the rifleman cannot hit what 
he aims at, and he knows it. And when 
an infantryman loses confidence in his 
ability to win, his aggressiveness de­
clines. The simple process of zeroing 
can show the soldier that he can hit 
what he aims at and that will restore his 
fighting spirit. 

Zeroing is the process of aligning the 
sights with the barrel so that the trajec­
tory of the bullets intersects the line of 
sight at a given distance, normally 250 
meters. This is called "Battle Sights." 

Why zero at 250 meters? Because 
most firefights occur at ranges of 300 
meters or less. By zeroing your rifle at 
250 meters the trajectory will be a bit 
above the line of sight at shorter dis­
tances and fall below at longer dis­
tances. An M16 loaded with milspec 
ball fires 31/3 inches above the line of 
sight at 150 meters, at 250 meters the 
weapon is zeroed and at 300 meters 
impact will be five inches low. From 
those figures it's clear that 250 meters 
is the ideal distance at which to zero 
your battle rifle. That way, combat at 
any normal distance will require no 
aiming adjustment. 

Current military practice is to zero at 
a shorter range for a longer one. This is 
based on the mathematical concept 
that if the trajectory is known, you can 
zero along any portion of it. Sounds 
great, but it can get you into trouble. 

According to the trajectory chart, if 
you zero one inch low at 25 meters, 
you will hit your target at 250 meters. 
You can also zero "point of aim, point 
of impact" at 42 meters or at any dis­
tance on the chart for 250 meters. 
That's all fine, but it stands to reason 
that the best 250-meter zero is ob­
tained by shooting at 250 meters. 

The only time that may not work is 
when the shooter lacks a range or the 
ability to hit at that distance. Many shoot­
ers can't get good zeroing groups at 250 
meters so we are often stuck with 25-
meter zeroing. But it has limitations. 
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by Jack Thompson 

Firefights and Battle Sights 

A zeroed rifle will make all the 
difference in this Marine's battle 
performance. Photo: Department of 
Defense 

I was more fortunate than others. 
While working with the Salvadoran air­
borne I came up with a test to see if 
good shooters with rifles zeroed at 25 
meters could obtain hits at 250 meters. 
The men were sniper-quality shooters 
and most shot 1/2-inch groups at 25 
meters (1/2 inch at 25 met.ers equals 
four inches at 100 meters). 

After zeroing at 25 meters the men 
were ready and confident to shoot at 250 
meters. No wind conditions hindered 
them and each of the six men fired five 
rounds slow fire from exactly the same 
position. When we saw the targets the 
high spirits quickly sank. Out of 30 shots 
fired, only 18 found their target Time to 
try a different system. 

The men were anxious to recapture 
their self-esteem so we went back and 

ON THE MARK 
Jack Thompson has trained snip­

ers in Africa, El Salvador and the 
United States. A former Marine, he 
has worked as a contract soldier 
and a private security consultant. 

zeroed at 100 meters. According to the 
chart we needed to be 21/2 inches high. 
During the zeroing exercise at 100 
meters, all shot four inches or less but 
needed considerable adjusting. We 
then shot again at 250 meters. Thirty 
shots fired, 30 hits. All had zeroable 
groups and we continued to zero at 
250 meters for 250 meters. After the 
completion of the exercise they were 
confident of their 250-meter zero be­
cause we had shot at 250 meters. 
Knowing you can do it makes all the 
difference in the world. 

I don' t trust the 25-meter range for 
250 meters. One hundred meters is the 
minimum range to zero and still get all 
hits on your target at 250 meters. 
Nevertheless, I don't like the 100-
meter range for 250 meters. I do like 
the 250-meter range for 250 meters: 
That system makes sense. Why com­
plicate it with new systems that don't 
work as well? 

Sometimes we have to zero battle 
rifles at a shorter distance than we 
would like. At times we just have to 
accept it. But when you don't have to, 
get out and zero at the longer ranges. 
That way, errors in zeroing and indi­
vidual techniques can be detected 
more easily. Once detected they can 
be corrected. 

The only people who stand not to 
benefit from systematic weapons 
zeroing are the enemy. ~ 
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EXCITEMENT/ADVENTURE 
SHERWOOD IN 1986 

NEW M ILITARY 
CLO THING A N D HATS 
If noc certain about size. send measurements. 
0 ORIGINAL G.I. 5 BUTTON SWEATER 

100% Acrylic in O.D. or Black. S. M. l or XL. S19.95 
O U.S.M.C. SHOOTING JACKET 

O.D. green-blue- black, woodland camo, tiger 
stripe, day desert Padded elbow s and shoulders. 
bunon front. bi-swing back (L&XLJ. 
FSN 8415-082-2888 S.Z9.00 

MA-I U.SAF. 
Fl YING JACKET 

Sf'.\/E. ,a.oo 
,44.95 

Re9· 

0 MA- I U.S.A.F. FLYING JACKET l SPECIAL $36.95 l 
Nylon Shel l w /revers1ble 1nterna11onal orange 
lining Two inner & cwo oucer pockets. zipped 
pocket & pen holders on lef! sleeve Kn11 col -
lar. cuffs & w a111band Specify black or sage 
green FSN 161 5- 522-6014 Sizes XS. S. M . l . 
add 15 00 for XL 

0 O.D. GREEN RIP-STOP S.Z6.95 H 

PANTS OR JACKETS ONLY 100% COTTON 
THE FOLLOWING FATIGUES are rein forced ac all 
stress po1n11- knees. backside. elbows. ecc. Made 
of heavy duty cons1ruc11on. 50% conon/ 50% ny lon. 
Jackets have 4 pockets. panes have 6 pockets with 
ad1u11able wa1s1 straps. bell loops and ankle draw 
rn1ngs. 
0 DAY DESERT CAMOUFLAGE S49.95/se t 

FATIGUES la1e11 Issue. FSN 8415-01 - 102-6766 
S. M . L. add 14.00 for XL. 

0 DAY DESERT PANTS or JACKET ONLY s.za.95 •• 
S. M . L. add 12.00 for XL FSN 8415-!02-6804 

0 WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE S49.95/Ht 
FATIGUES La1e11 Issue. FSN 8415-01 -084-1647 
S. M. L. add 14.00 for XL 

0 WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE S.ZS.95 • • 
PANTS or JACKET S. M . L. 
add 12 00 for XL FSN 8415-084-1713 

0 " BOON IES" O RIGINAL G.I. 
CAMO JUNGLE HAT 
Wl!h large brass screen vents. Speci fy: Wood­
land. Day Deserc. OD. Green or USMC Camo 
Sizes: 7. 71/• . 71/2. 7'1• FSN 8415-!02-6781 sn.95 

COMBA T KNIV ES & BAYONETS 
0 0RIGINAL U.S. M 1943 MACHETE S13.00 

new w11h scabbard 18" lil~c1e FSN Sll0-813-1286 
0 BUCKMASTER KN lft ANO SHEATH PO UCHES 

This rugged. multi-purpose field knife has a 7-1/2" 
razor-sharp. stainless steel blade. The serrated back 
of che blade seNes as an emergency wood or metal 
saw and the sharpened clip portion of the blade is 
also serrated for che cough job of cutting rope. The 
entire kni fe has a gray. sand-blasted finish and 
comes with a cough, impact-resistant "Grip Tire" 
sheath with a built-in sharpener. Buckmasrer's water­
tight hollow handle provides storage for your emer­
gency needs and the guard is threaded for cwo 
detachable anchors which seNe many uses. Comes 
complete w ith a compass and small ny lon pouch 
w hich secures 10 che sheath. Buckmaster was de­
signed in cooperation w ith che US Navy and is 
backed by Buck Knives li fetime guarantee. 
Buckmaster Knife #876 S 139.95 
l arge Sheath Pouch #l07S s 6.95 
Small Sheath Pouch # 1074 ·...-"' S 5 .95 
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Order Now $4.00 plus 75• s&h 
Poster measures I 6-l/2" x 23-J/2" 

"Miss Sherwoods 1985 & 1984 Posters are 
still available." send $4.00 ea. plus 75•. 
Specify Poster. 

0 NEW 198S ISSUE ORIGINAL GI SLEEPING BAG ... 
I. M l949 MOUNTAIN SLEEPING BAG 
Green ripstop nylon construction. 100% waterfowl 
feathers and down filled. Comfort range - 14° to 
so°F .. . .. . . . ........ s59.95 

2. INTERMEDIATE COLD BAG 
SO/ SO Nyco water repellent shell. Polyester and a 
50/ SO mixture of waterfowl feathers and down filler. 
Comfort range - 40° to +10°F ..... $89.95 

3. EXTREM E COLD WEATHER BAG 
S0/ 50 Nyco w ater repellent shell. Polyester and 
100% waterfowl down filler. Comfort range + 10°F 
and below . . ... $199.95 

SLEEPING BAG COVER 
Laces 10 the Ml949 Bag. providing a w ater repellent 
shell . . ......... $14.95 

0 U.S. G.I. SLEEPING PAD FSN 846S-109-3369 
l atest 1985 Issue. Replaces former leaky air 
mattresses. lightweight roll-up design. 8" Diameter 
rolled up. Overall D imensions 24"W x 6'2"l. Perfect 
for camping or backpacking. 18.5 oz. 111.95 

0 ORIGINAL U.S. ARMY S5.95 H o r. 6IS30.00 
FLASHLIGHTS 
2 cell. Extra H.D. flashl1gh1. O.D. color. wa1er-
11gh1. bell clip. spare bu lb and 3 extra lenses. 
Ban . noc included. FSN 6230-264-826 1 

GUN BOOKS & MILITARY MANUALS 
0 SMALL ARMS IDENTIFICATION AND OPERATION 

GUIDE - EURASIAN COMMUNIST 
COUNTRIES 

We have what is probably the most comprehensive 
intelligence manual ever put together regarding 
Eurasian and communist small arms. There are over 
3SO pages pro fusely illustrated regard ing assembly. 
disassembly. identification. accessories and 
ammunition for weapons. $14.95 

0 SMALL CALIBER AMMUNITION IDENTIFICATION 
GUIDE. DST-llBOG-514-81 Vol. I 

This manual was put together by the Department 
of Defense Intelligence Agency. Ir is the best guide 
there is for identifying military cartridges up 10 IS mm. 
as to cartridge designation. country or manufacture. 
and to a large extent. functional bu lier cype. A muse 
for every serious military cartridge collector. $6.95 

0 U.S. RIFLE Ml4, R. BLAKE STEVENS 
340 PGS. HARDCOVER . 1/lus1ra1ed 
Covers complete evolution or M - 14 
from 1n111al M -1 Garand mod1f1ca11ons 
to the specialized M -2 1 sniper ri f les SJ4 .95 

SCOPES & MOUNTS 

O AIMPOINT ELECTRONIC SIGHT M Klll 
Includes 2 polarizing fillers and variable in -
1ens11y aiming po1n1. No magnifica11on. paral-
lex- free. Just point & pull. S159.0 0 

O M - I CARBINE MOUNT W/BUSHNELL 
4 X SCOPE Rings Incl. SSS.9 5 

0 M - 1 CARBINE MOUNT W/ BUSHNELL 
3 X 9 VARIABLE SCOPE Rings Incl. SH.9 5 

PACKS & WEB GEAR 
~e-J'l 

0 TANKERS TOOL BAG. U.S. ARMY ISSUE S19.95 
Heavy d uck canvas. O.D. green 1001 bag 20"x6"xl0" 

0 COMPLETE ALICE PACK & FRAME S1 09.9 5 

0 U.S. ARMY LC-I (ALICE PACKJ 569.9~ 
Brand new G.I. back pack NeW {'" r 
designed to carry loads up .i··· ,_....,. ... ,.,..._ 
10 SO lbs. Complete w ith 
shoulder scraps. quick release 
buckles & attachment loops 
for carrying extra equipmenc. 
Water repellent. rip stop nylon. 
O.D. qreen. 846S-019-9 102 J9"x20"Xl l "-

O MECHANICS TOOL BAG Sl40-329-4306 S19.95 
O.D. canvas. masonite bottom. w eb handle. 
8 small inside pockets. 23 large outside d1v1ded Ne\l'I 
pockets. brass zipper. dimen. 11 "L x 6"W x 7"H. 

0 LC-2 STEEL & ALUMINUM FSN 846S-073-8326 
PACK FRAMES 1985 issue. complete with ~e\l'I 

padded shoulder 11rap1 & quick release 
a11achmen11 Great for cargo cranspon S59.95 

0 LC · I NYLON COM BAT HARNESS NO W S26.96 
ASSEMBLY SAVE 54.45 Ne\l'I 
Outf11 cons1s11 or 0 D green suspenders. 
p1s101 bell. canteen cover and p lastic canteen 
All origina l G.I. issue FSN 846S-LCl-COMP 

0 LC-2 NYLON PISOL BELT WITH LATEST " Sil.ENT" 
QUIC K RELEASE BUC KLE S11.95 

CATALOG 
Everything is here. hard IO find pans. accessories & 
gear Please send a dollar (Refundable on first order) 
10 cover our postage & handling. Catalog is free 
w ith order. 

ORDERING 
M inimum order is SID. All major credit cards. checks & 
money orders are accepted. Please w nce credit card 1n­
forma11on down w11h 11gna1ure and exp. dare along 
w ith order on another sheet or xerox and use these 
pages as your order form Be sure 10 include the proper 
sh1pp1ng. insurance & handling charges (see chart be­
lowJ. Calif. residents add 6VJo/o sales tax. If you're noc 
sure about sizes send your mea~urements. Thank you I 

SHIPPING. HANDLING & INSURANCE 
AMOUNT SEND AMOUNT 
Up 10 5 IS 00 ...... 52.50 576.00 to 599.00 .. 
s I S.00 10 530.00. . . 3.00 SI 00 00 10 SI SO.DO . 
53 1.00 10 149.00. . 4.00 5IS1.00 to 5200.00 . 
SS0.00 10 S 7S.OO. . S.00 

SEND 
6.00 
7.50 
8.50 

Shipping on orders 5201.00 or more. and all foreign 
orders will be handled on a case-by-case basis. Toll Free 
for credit card orders only outside Cali fornia. Callf. 
residents or for info. call 818·3 49·7600 
Send to: Sherwood International 
18714 Parthenia St.. SiF2 N orthridge. California 91324 

SHERWOOD 
International Export Corporation 

800·423·5237 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 23 



_. .... 

. MoRE coLo STEEL 
' The newest blade to come out of 

. Cold Steel is not much of a 
aeparture from their well-known 
.Tanto. But then again, when 

· ·.something is successful, keep using 
it Called th~ Outdoorsman, this 
knife is aimed at the 
hunting/sportsman market. It's about 
!he same size, weight and shape as 
the Tanto - only the general shape 
of the blade has been changed. 

Instead of the Tanto's 
Japanese-style point, the 
Outdoorsman uses the more 
traditionally curved tip which is 
better suited to· skinning an animal 
.carcass. On 'the back of the blade 
near the hilt is .a serrated section that 
acts as a platform for the user's 
thumb. The center portion of the 
blade back. has been scooped out on 
both sides ·to form a semisharp, 
high-angle.second edge for chopping 
bone or small pieces of wood. Since 
the blade is thicker on the back, the 
chopping edge is Jess likely to put 
undue stress ori the blade and it will 
hold a rough edge longer. 

A flat steel pornmel on the knife's 
· butt replaces the Tanto's pointed 
. b.rass one, but then why would you 

qeed a fighting accessory on a 
hunting knife? 

The new Cold Steel Outdoorsman 
goes for $129.95 and you can get 

. more informatiqn about it by writing 
.' to Cold Steel Inc., Dept. SOF, 2128 
Unit D, Knoll Dr., Ventura, CA 

' 93003. Phone: (800) 255-4716. 
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ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTE 

f1sH FILLET 
Everybody remembers those 

famous Finnish fillet knives. They've 
been around for a Jong time. And 
when something works, why change 
it? That seems to be the philosophy 
of the folks at Brunton/Lakota. They 
took that time-proven design and 
updated it some. 

Their new version, called the 
Kingfisher IV, sports a non-slip, 
sure-grip plastic handle with 
checkering on the top and sides of 
the hilt for a firm hold in even the 
slickest conditions. The 440 
stainless-steel blade is thin and 

EYES FRONT 
There was a time when the 

average pair of sunglasses was 
dangerous to wear with flying debris 
of any mass. Now there's a new 
generation of eyewear that will 
protect your valuable eyesight from 
almost anything that might hit you in 
the face, from small rocks to 
ricocheting bullets. 

Bolk~, a French company long 
known for its stylish eyewear, has 
come out with one of the best 
examples of this new trend. The 
lenses are made of polycarbonate 
with Irex 100, a material that blocks 
100 percent of the sun's ultraviolet 
and infrared rays. The Irex 100 
absorber was originally developed 
for use by NASA astronauts. 

The lenses, which are one-third 
lighter than glass, are mounted in 
nylon frames, which feature 

flexible in order to get around 
delicate bones and the entire knife 
rinses off easily in soap and water. 

Unlike its predecessors, the 
Kingfisher !V's handle is virtually 
indestructible, but, like most fishing 
knives, it must be used carefully 
because of its delicate blade. 

If you like traditional design and 
function combined with updated 
materials, this knife may prove to be 
a pleasant surprise, especially since it 
only costs $14.40. 

Brunton/Lakota, Dept. SOF, 620 
E. Monroe Ave., Riverton, WY 
82501. Phone: (307) 856-6559. 

interchangeable/adjustable temple 
pieces. There's no need to worry 
about the frame, either. It's as tough 
- if not tougher - than the lenses. 
The ear pieces can be bent virtually 
in half with no sign of stress. 

If these glasses sound like the right 
ticket for you, then get in contact 
with Brigade Quartermaster. They 
offer the glasses at the discounted 
price of $69. 

Brigade Quartermaster Ltd. , Dept. 
SOF, Dept. 60P, 266 Roswell St., 
Marietta, GA 30060. Phone: (404) 
428-1234. ~ 
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Tfte "'~~Ilg Pully® 
MILITARY SWEATER 

1 DD% Pure Virgin Wool. 
Shoulder & Elbow Twill reinforcing 

""' Patches. Used by the Army, Marines , 
Air Force , Coast Guard , and many 
other demanding users . Made to 
rigorous U.S . and British Military 

,. specifications. Sizes 34 to 46. 

The Original - Made in England. 
}~I 

· ( Only $39.95 ppd. 
~,., 

Sizes 48 & 50 $44.95 
WP-200 Browntone 

DERBY TWEED New for 1985! 
Handsome Green Heather and Brown Tweed 
look is great for the outdoors and casual wear. 
WP-210, Derby Tweed $39.95 Sizes: 36 to 46 

CAMO WOOLLY PULLY® 
Registered military style pattern for the adventurous . 
Great match up with military camo BDUs. 
WP-70, Garno Woolly Pully Sizes: 36 to 46 $39.95 ppd. 
Select from these styles & colors: 
CREW NECK SIZES V-NECK 
WP-110, Ollve Green, USMC approved 5/77 
WP-115 , Ollve Green, w/epaulets 
WP-120, Navy Blue 
WP-127, Navy Blue, w/epaulets 
WP-130, RAF Blue/grey 
WP-170, Black 
WP-185, Sand (Tan) 
WP-200, Browntone-Ragg-look 
WP-70, Camouflage 

32·50 WP-121 , Navy Blue w/epaulets 
34-50 WP-125, Navy Blue 
32·50 WP-131, USAF Blue, w/epaulet s 
36-46 WP-171 , US Army Slack, w/epaulets & patch 
32-50 WP-176, Black, US Naval Academy 
34-46 WP-180, Sand (Tan) 
34-46 WP-190, Peat Brown, US Fish & Wlldllfe Service 
34-46 
34-50 

RANGER BOONIE HATS 
Floppy Vietnam Style Hat 
with the Short Brim. Military Fabrics. 
Made to Mil-spec design. Sizes: 7 , 71 /4, 7 112, 73/4. 

VRH-2, OD Boonie 
VRH-3, Black Boonie $11.95 ppd. 
VRH-5 , Navy Blue Boonie ~-'~ 
VRH-7, Woodland Garno Boonie . . ;. .. 
VRH-8, Day/Desert Boonie · , ·) 

BATTLE DRESS UTILITIES . · 
BRIGADE'S RIPSTOP 
COMBAT CLOTH™ 
Lightweight, rugged , and fully reinforced for the 
toughest conditions. Exclusive 65/35 RipStop 
Poplin. Made to Army patterns for the regular BDU, 
but more comfortable in our all-climate Combat ClotH. 
Coats: XS(1 ), S(2). M(3). L(4), XL(5). 
Trousers: XS(1 ), S(2). M(3). L(4) , XL(5) Longs in 
S, M, L only. 
Colors: (1) Woodland Camo (2) SWAT Black (3) 
TAC·TEAM Navy Blue (4) Urban Smoke Gray 

BRC, Combat Cloth Coat $32.95 ppd. 

BRT, Combat Cloth Trousers $32.95 ppd. 

Postpaid Shipping TOTAL ENCLOSED 

SIZES 
34-46 
34-46 
32-50 
32·50 
32·50 
34-.46 
32-50 

COMMANDO JUMP SHEATH™ 

Our Exclusive Sheath provides greater wear flexibility and 
protection for your trusty edged tools. Internally lined with 
flexible plastic, covered with water-repellent, mil-spec 
packcloth. May be carried on regular belts . Clips not incl. 
Select for 5" , 8" , 1 2" and 1 8" blades. 
Colors: (1 )Camouflage, (3)Black. 
CJS5( ), Commando Jump Sheath , 5" $8.95 
CJS8( ), Commando Jump Sheath , 8" $9.95 
CJS12( ), Commando Jump Sheath , 1 2" $11.95 
CJS18( ), Commando Jump Sheath , 1 8" $1 3.95 
ALC-150, ALICE Attaching Clips 2 pack $1 .25 

WORLDWIDE SURVIVAL TOOL 
The Survival 1 2" Machete is a perfect choice for all 
Outdoorsmen . Every soldier should own one. Chop, dig , 
skin , cut for survival or around the home. 

MCH312, Survival Machete 1 2" $ 7. 9 5 ppd. 

COMMANDO WATCHBAND™ 

\ ~ 
1 ""~ 

Protects and conceals nighttime glow. Unique Velcro ®doublelock 
band and crystal cover strap. Ideal for nightwork, hunting, and hard 
work. Measure wrist to nearest larger 1/4" mark for correct size. 

CB21, Garno Watchband $5.95 ppd. 

Also available in OD & Black 
Type 8 nylon web Parachute Webbing. 

CB1, Commando Watchband $5.50 ppd. 

Revolutionary design 
is multi-pocketed and 
is worn suspended 
around the neck. 

For ultra high security! Ideal for travelers, hikers, 
military personnel, children , and women . Holds 
currency, coins, keys, passport, travel 
documents, accessories. 
Closed Size: 53/4 x 73/4 " . 
Colors: Camo, Olive Drab, Black, Navy, Tan. 

KEP-82, Trek Sat $12.95 ppd. 

Send Check, Money Order or charge to Visa, Mastercard, Amex., 
or Diners Club. Foreign orders must request postage rates. 

Card # ___ _________ __ Expires: __ _ 

Name ____________________ _ 

Send FREE Catalogue of Basics for Life Products. Address --------------------
Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd.- c ity _____________ _ 

266 Roswell Street (60B), Marietta GA 30060 State ___________ Zip _______ _ 

Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard Call (404) 428-1234 Money Back Guarantee 
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SOI~ REVIEW 

DEADLY 
WEAPONS 

High-Power Video 

ROCK video may mean one thing to you 
now , but by the time you watch Alec 

Jason 's Deadly Weapons it'll mean some­
thing more . Alec Jason makes the world of 
firearms and firepower rock and roll for the 
home video viewer. 

Deadly Weapons also answers some of 
the burning questions of our time: What 
happens when a rifle is fired into a half-full 
auto gas tank? What happens when a tracer 
is fired into a half-full auto gas tank? What 
is the effect of a .357 Magnum bullet on an 
engine block? Or a .357 Magnum KTW 
armor-piercing bullet on an engine block? 
How effective are silencers? Why don't 
silencers work well with modem high­
velocity ammunition? 

Or have you ever wondered how your 
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by Dana Drenkowski 

One hundred rounds of .45 hardball rip 
through the side of a car door. 

favorite pistol caliber stacked up against the 
others? Would you like an easy means of 
settling those endless arguments about what 
this or that rifle caliber could do to a car, 
windshield, window or fluid-filled tissue? 

And who can resist the awe of a Brown­
ing Ma Deuce emptying belts of . 50-cal. 
ammo into a car? 

Jason's film educates at the same time it 
amuses. Deadly Weapons effectively de­
bunks "knockdown power" myths by 
showing armor-clad men being shot with 
.44 Magnum bullets and . 308 NATO 
rounds. Alec Jason and Richard Davis (of 

Second Chance) shoot themselves and each 
other at close range . . . with little effect. 

This isn'tjust home video, either. Profes­
sional production , technical expertise and 
flashy visuals have attracted government 
attention and sales. State and federal agen­
cies have used Deadly Weapons to familiar­
ize new and special unit recruits with 
weapons effects . Originally produced for 
law enforcement, Deadly Weapons has now 
found its way into the civilian market, 
where it has become the best-selling gun 
video ever made. 

The tape is available in VHS or Beta from 
The Anite Company, Dept. SOF, P .O. Box 
375 , Pinole, CA 94564. Deadly Weapons is 
105 minutes long and costs $69. 95 includ­
ing postage and handling. ~ 

FEBRUARY 86 



ABOVE: Deliberate attempts were made to 
ignite an auto gas tank with rifle fire. It 
worked. 

RIGHT: Penetration tests of handgun ammo 
on car doors were unscientific, but resulted 
in some interesting conclusions. 

BELOW RIGHT: Rifle-fire demo through 
plate glass is of particular value to SW AT 
team members. 

BELOW: One of the highlights of "Deadly 
Weapons" - the .SO-cal. Ma Deuce. 
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SOI~ KNIVES 

EDGED WEAPON 
ARSENAL 
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Three Tough 
Knives 
Cut It in 
Combat 

by Lynn Thompson 

FEBRUARY 86 

ABOVE: Thompson's universal survival tool 
- a 12-inch machete. 

LEFT: A selection of blades for any purpose: 
a machete (top), Spyderco Mariner serrated 
folding knife and the Cold Steel Tanto. 

ARGUING about the ideal combat knife 
is pointless. Can you clear trails with a 

Sykes-Fairbairn? Have you seen the mess a 
machete makes of a C-rat can? You need 
more than one blade to cut your way out of 
trouble. My idea of combat kit includes 
three knives - a 12- or 18-inch machete, a 
folding Spyderco Mariner and my Master 
Tanto. 

An 18- or 12-inch machete made of high­
carbon steel with a proper spring temper is 
the most useful tool you can pack into the 
field. By comparison a bayonet is a heavy 
tent-peg; your machete will give you a far 
better value for weight carried. It can hack, 
chop, slice and dice and will even double as 
an entrenching tool. The blade usually 
comes from the factory dull , but a few min­
utes on a belt grinder will give it a hair­
shaving sharp edge. 

In the unlikely event you are faced with a 
bayonet charge and you' re out of ammo, 
your machete will really prove its worth. 
One way to use it effectively is to taunt your 
enemy into a committed lunge. As his blade 
comes stabbing in, take a forward step at a 
45-degree angle to avoid the thrust, and 
slash the closest hand holding the rifle, 
severing fingers or a hand. Such a blow will 
incapacitate and panic your enemy giving 
you the opportunity for a lethal second 
stroke to the neck. 

Brigade Quartermaster carries an 18-inch 
U.S. Army machete made by Ontario Knife 
Co. This regulation GI issue machete sells 
for $11. 95. In addition, they sell the 12-inch 
Worldwide Survival Tool for $9.95 which 
is endorsed by H. Morgan Smith of the U.S. 
Air Force Tropic Survival School in Pana­
ma. Brigade Quartermaster Ltd., Dept. 
SOF, 266 Roswell St., Marietta, GA 
30060. Phone: (404) 428-1234. 

My next choice, the Spyderco Mariner, is 
a small , concealable folder. I know a lot of 
people think a Swiss Army knife is the ideal 
utility blade, but I think they stink. I have 
never had one for more than a month with­
out breaking a blade and they are too bulky 
to carry in the pocket. The Spyderco Mari-

ner has a tough stainless-steel blade with a 
serrated edge that will cut like you won't 
believe. It stays sharp and useful for a long, 
long time. 

Also, I hate to go unarmed and that's the 
real reason I like the Mariner so much. In 
the event that my Tanto might raise too 
many alarms I'd take the Mariner. Since it 
doesn't have a point most civilian author­
ities wouldn' t give it a second glance but I 
rest easier knowing it's firmly clipped to my 
pants. The S pyderco Mariner can be 
ordered direct fro"m: Spyderco Inc., Dept. 
SOF, P.O . Box 800, Golden, CO 80402. 
Phone: 1-800-525-7770. Cost is $49.95. 

As far as the fighting knife is concerned, 
there ' s only one choice for me- the Master 
Tanto by Cold Steel. It will defeat all known 
soft-body armor , sever major muscle 
groups with one blow and perform camp 
and field chores without rusting, cracking or 
breaking. When you consider that I de­
signed the knife you' ll understand the bias, 
but I'd stake my life on my Tanto. 

The Tanto's 23-degree convex arc pro­
vides just enough curve to dramatically in­
crease cutting p:>wer and decrease drag yet 
not interfere with straight thrusting motion. 
In addition, its handle construction is de­
signed to give the user every tactical advan­
tage. The flattened oval shape covered with 
Creton, a tough space-age rubber com­
pound, offers a superior gripping surface. 

To round out the Tanto's formidable abil­
ities, it comes equipped with a brass skull­
crushing pommel. Many reputed knife ex­
perts may scoff at the idea of a skull crusher 
on a fighting knife. If you're close enough 
to use it, you are close enough to thrust to 
cut with the blade, they say . But a knife 
fight occurs at very short range in a whirl­
wind of flashing steel. At this distance, 
speed and ferocity of attack is crucial and a 
skull crusher can make a real difference 
because it allows striking with either end of 
the weapon , increasing the knife arm's 
economy of movement. 

The Tan to retails for $129. 95 (plus $3 
postage and handling) from Cold Steel Inc., 
Dept. SOF, 2128 Unit D, Knoll Dr. , Ven­
tura, CA 93003. Phone: 1-800-255-4716. 

That's my three of a kind to beat a bad deal: 
a bush knife, a compact pocket model and a 
full-tilt combat blade. They'll give you the 
edge you need for combat or adventure. ~ 
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RHODESIA countered blockades by de­
veloping an indigenous arms industry 

and history is repeating itself while the 
South Africans thumb their noses at UN 
interference by raising a generation of 
firearms innovators . Eric Bell is one of this 
new breed , and his latest work is the Bell & 
White 84 machine pistol. 

He was nine when he made his first crude 
gun. The barrel was bored out with a hand­
held drill. Bell has been gunsmithing ever 
since, but his experience is practical as well 
as technical . He served in the Rhodesian 
Light Infantry, for instance. Most recently 
he's been working in his own gunshop, The 
Gun Hospital . (Dept. SOF, 77 Harrietwood 
Crescent, Umbilo, Durban, 4001. R.S.A.) 

The B&W84 follows the basic design 
concept of the Czechoslovakian Vz25. The 
weapons are similar in appearance when 
disassembled, but differtechnically . As one 
of the first weapons to feature a wraparound 
bolt, the Vz25 has been the model for many 
modem submachine guns. One of the recent 
weapons apparently based on the Vz25 is 
the American Viking, manufactured by 
Weapons Systems Inc. 

The wraparound bolt made the Vz25 fair­
ly revolutionary in its day. It made the 
weapon considerably shorter than previous 
models and also allowed the magazine to be 
inserted through the pistol grip. This system 
has been the model for most modem sub­
machine guns, including the ubiquitous 
UZI. 

The story of the Vz25 in South Africa 
began with the importation of a number of 
these weapons in the early 1970s, reported­
ly through Rhodesia . Dan Pienaar Enter­
prises then produced a local version of the 
Czech gun , which became known as the 
Sanna 77. The weapon was a failure. Short 
cuts in development and inherent design 
failures consigned it to the scrap heap. 

Bell's involvement with the Sanna came 
in the early stages of the weapon' s develop­
ment. Hired to assist on the technical side, 
he saw the project's shortcomings and left 
after three weeks . 

Although he left that particular project, the 
Vz's design potential was not lost on Bell . He 
continued with his own efforts. But it wasn't 
until early 1984 that development began in 
earnest. He molded the Czech gun around his 
own ideas and a little more than a year later he 
produced two working prototypes. 

Because of South African restrictions on the 
possession of fully automatic weapons, Bell 's 
first gun was designed solely for semiauto 
civilian sales. The second weapon has fully 
automatic capability as well and features a 
more complex actuating mechanism. 

Lately the South African Police have 
been reluctant to issue licenses for semi­
automatic weapons to anybody except bor­
der farmers . The easy- but illegal-con­
version of semiauto weapons is behind this 
reluctance, some say . Anticipating the 
potentially adverse impact this might have 

Eric Bell firing with the customized 
shoulder stock. 
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B&W84 
SPECIFICATIONS 

Caliber ......... . . 9mm Parabellum 
Barrel Jength . . . . . . . . . . I 1.4 inches 
Mass . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 7 pounds 
Length 

stock extended . . . . . . . 27. 5 inches 
stock folded . . . . . . . . 17. 25 inches 

Sight radius . . . . . . . . . . . 11. 8 inches 
Muzzle velocity . . 1,250 fps (approx.) 
Cyclic rate ..... . . ... . 750-800 rpm 
Status . ....... . ... . . Pre-production 

(Prototypes only) 

on sales, Bell designed the B&W84 so it is 
extremely difficult to convert to full auto­
matic. Such a conversion would require re­
building of the entire trigger mechanism. 

Unfortunately the fully automatic version 
was unavailable when I visited Bell in Dur­
ban for the test. I doubt if there is much 
difference between the handling character­
istics of the two, but I would have been 
happier if the full-auto version was avail­
able . Nothing shows faults faster than 800 
rpm. 

Field-stripping the B&W is simple and 
requires no tools. The pistol grip is removed 
first by depressing the catch in front of the 
trigger guard and turning it 90 degrees coun­
terclockwise . The pistol grip and trigger 
guard slide off over the magazine well. The 
barrel is then released by pulling up on the 
spring-loaded catch just in front of the fore 
sight and removed . 

Hammer and sear are separated from the 
receiver by releasing a retaining catch to 
their rear. The folding stock is held in place 
at the rear of the receiver by yet another 
catch. The catch should be held back and the 
stock unscrewed. With the stock off the 
working parts can be slid out the back. 
These parts comprise the bolt, recoil rod and 
spring , and the ejector rod . The recoil 
spring must be slightly compressed before 
it , the recoil rod and ejector rod can be 
removed from the bolt. The weapon is then 

Eric White's new machine pistol: the Bell & 
White 84. 

fully disassembled for cleaning. It is reas­
sembled in the reverse order. 

On the weapon that I tested, the pistol 
grip was not very securely attached to the 
frame. My immediate thought was that the 
single attachment point was not strong 
enough. However, Bell pointed out that the 
grip on the prototype was a one-off made 
from fiberglass and polystyrene plastic . The 
polystyrene, not being very strong, had par­
tially collapsed in places . This caused the 
looseness. It is planned to make the pistol 
grip on the production model from glass­
fiber reinforced polycarbonate, thus giving 
it the strength it needs. 

The method of attaching and securing the 
barrel is unique. Bell has applied for a pat­
ent. The clip in front of the front sight is 
attached to an oblong lug that fits into a 
similarly shaped slot milled into a built-up 
section of the barrel. When secured, there is 
no perceptible movement in the barrel, and 
it can be quickly and easily removed. The 
barrel support is strong, and long enough to 
prevent any lateral movement. If necessary 
the support can be removed from the receiv­
er. It is secured by three pins positioned 
around the weapon in line with the front 
sight. These have to be pushed in before the 
unit can be removed. 

From the front , the bore does not look 
unlike that of a .45 . Bell informed me that 
he has experimented with a number of 
methods of porting the barrel to reduce muz­
zle climb. Most worked to a degree, but all 
produced harsh muzzle blast. He eventually 
settled for a simple expansion chamber, 
hence the apparent bore size. 

The B&W84's hammer mechanism is 
another feature for which a patent is being 
sought. It is compact and features an inter­
nal spring. 

Some thinking holds that a simple blow­
back system is only practical in small­
caliber weapons. Bell disagrees . The B&W 
fires from a closed bolt and has absolutely 
no retarding mechanism. 
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I am very much an advocate of the closed­
bolt design and the Heckler and Koch MPS 
is my idea of a good SMG. A submachine 
gun that fires from a closed bolt is inherently 
more accurate . lt is also much easier on my 
nerves when cocked. As much as I like the 
UZI - which was my personal weapon for 
some time - I am always hearing horror 
stories of " spontaneous combustion. " I 
hasten to add that I have never had or seen 
an AD on an UZI. On an open-bolt design 
there is for me a noticeable delay between 
squeezing the trigger and ignition while the 
bolt flies forward. It also takes some prac­
tice not to have aim upset by momentum and 
the sudden change in center of gravity. 

These problems are eliminated by the 
closed-bolt design. This design, however, 
normally requires some form of retarding 
mechanism, which adds to the complexity 
and hence the cost of the weapon. 

Not so with the B&W. 
Because it is a wraparound bolt, the bolt 

lends some support to the barrel and is also 
in a position to be an effective heat reser­
voir. It features an inertial firing pin and a 
claw-type extractor, the cause of problems 
during testing. More of that later. 

On the Vz25 , and subsequently the Sanna 
77, the ejector rod was about 4mm in diame­
ter. This was one of the weapon's failings . 
The rod was unnecessarily strong for its 
purpose and, because of its size, its opening 
in the bolt face formed a pocket. This 
affected the angle of the spent case on ex­
traction, and was the cause of malfunctions . 
The B&W ejector is about half the diameter 
and sufficiently strong. Problem solved. 

Sights are simple and fairly functional. 
The rear sight is a peep sight and fixed. No 
complaints there. An SMG is a close­
quarter weapon and more than one range 
setting only complicates matters unneces­
sarily. The front sight is adjustable for 
elevation and windage in large increments. 
This does not allow for very fine tuning, and 
the sight post itself is too squat for my 
liking . I favor a narrower, more defined , 
post as the squat sight tends to obscure the 
target. The weapon that I tested was fitted 
with a Weaver Quickpoint sight. I am not 
very enamored with this sight. It is far too 
bulky, especially for an SMG, and the point 
of aim is not consistent. However, a variety 
of optical or occluded eye sights can be used 
on the B&W, since the weapon has been 
drilled and tapped to accept them . 

The standard stock on the B&W can be 
folded away under the weapon. On the test 
weapon, however, Bell had fitted a fixed 
skeleton stock. It was designed to give him a 
constant cheek position and an unchanging 
sight picture. As mentioned before , the 
stock is screwed on. Bell hopes to incorpo­
rate a bayonet fitting for later models (for no 
apparent reason). At the moment the cost of 
setting up the machining to do this would be 
too high . 

Presently the magazine used is made by 
Beretta and holds 20 rounds. Browning 
magazines, with slight modifications, can 
also be used. Bell intends to produce his 
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Eric Bell's patented hammer. 

Adjustable front sight with barrel support 
retaining studs visible on either side. Sling 
attachment is above the sight and barrel 
retaining catch is on the right. 

Trigger with disconnector bar over the 
magazine well. Cocking handle's groove can 
be seen in the body above the trigger. Pistol 
grip has been removed. 

Distance between sight and barrel is 
apparent in this front view of the weapon. 

own magazines, and will offer 20-, 30- and 
40-round versions. 

The prototype B& W has no safety. Bell 
plans to put the selector on the left side of 
the pistol grip, behind the trigger. It will 
merely serve to lock the disconnector bar. 

The magazine release is of the lever type, 
and is situated at the rear base of the pistol 
grip. This is a comfortable position to use 
and superior, in my opinion , to mag releases 
found on the side of the grip. 

The weapon is finished in a no-nonsense 
matte black over a baked teflon base . It 
seems functional and hard-wearing and the 
weapon that I tested showed few signs of 
wear. 

The differences between the semiauto 
and full-auto versions are all in the discon­
nector bar, disconnector and sear. On the 
serniauto weapon, the disconnector bar is 
L-shaped. If it were to be deactivated , the 
hammer would simply 1ide forward with the 
bolt. The resultant pressure on the firing pin 
would not be sufficient to ignite the primer. 
On the full-auto version the L-shaped bar is 
hinged, and only releases the hammer when 
the bolt has returned to battery. 

On the serniauto weapon, mode selection 
is simple. The two positions on the safety 
lever are for safe and fire. On the full-auto 
version , however, the selection switch is the 
same. The weapon is fired in the semiauto 
mode by exerting a five-pound pressure on 
the trigger. To fire fully automatic , the 
pressure must be increased to IO pounds. I 
do not like this system. I think it is very 
difficult to fire accurate three-shot bursts 
because of the two-stage trigger and the 
relatively heavy pull. Assuming that a 
three-position selector could not be fitted, I 
would rather see the semiauto function 
scrapped. The weapon would then be capa­
ble of firing only on full automatic . If a 
clean, four-pound trigger pull were then 
provided , it would be far more effective 
than the current clumsy system. 
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When the time came to actually fire the 
weapon, two minor problems surfaced im­
mediately. The cocking handle is situated 
on the left side of the receiver. It has a slide 
to prevent dirt entering the body, and is not 
attached to the bolt. So far so good. Howev­
er, the handle itself is hinged, and when not 
in use lies flush against the receiver. To 
keep it in position, there is a circular hole 
just forward of the slot, and a corresponding 
half-sphere on the face of the handle. When 
released under the pressure of the recoil 
spring, the bolt flies forward, taking the 
handle with it. The sphere returns to its 
niche, securing the handle. When chamber­
ing a round the increased friction stops the 
cocking handle short and, instead o'f return­
ing to its position, the sphere stops short and 
catches in the slot. This results in a half­
chambered round. 

The weapon is still able to fire in this 
condition. This would be dangerous, to say 
the least. Bell assured me that the only result 
of this was severely belled cases, and the 
weapon would actually cycle normally. I 
did not put this to the test. The problem 
should be easy to rectify , but should be put 
right as soon as possible. 

The second problem was the inordinately 
heavy trigger pull. I decided to test the 
accuracy of the weapon first and planned to 
fire off-hand at about 15 yards to check the 
point of impact before moving back. Accus­
tomed to a much lighter pull, even on mili­
tary weapons, .I thought the safety must be 
on when the gun would not fire. No safety! 
A few shots into the rear wall solved the 
mystery. Although the trigger has a crisp 
let-off, it requires the finger of an Olympi~ 
to squeeze it. Another little problem that 
could easily be solved. 

Once I had become accustomed to the 
trigger and a few adjustments had been 
made to the sight, I settled down to some 
grouping from 50 yards. 

Using a rest, some four-inch groups were 
printed. Considering the fact that the reti­
cule of the Quickpoint obscured the bull 
completely, I don ' t think the results were at 
all bad. Bell claims that he managed l Y2-
inch groups using a bench rest. Two of my 
groups actually had three of the four shots 
within about two inches, but flyers opened 
them up. Certainly no complaints in the 
accuracy department. 

The expansion chamber definitely re­
duced the noise level. As to climb, I can't be 
sure. Personally I have never had any trou­
ble controlling a 9mm SMG, so I don't think 
that a compensator is important. The 
weapon is relatively heavy at seven pounds, 
and the weight alone helps to absorb recoil 
and keep the muzzle down. 

During the afternoon about 100 rounds 
were fired. Bar one malfunction - which 
could be put down to a faulty round - the 
first 70 went smoothly. After that, however, 
things started to go wrong. Empty cases 
were either jamming primer side out in the 
ejection port, or merely spinning around 
inside the receiver. Bell was clearly worried 
and assured me that it was the first time that 
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he had experienced any such trouble. 
Myself, I'm always relieved when some­

thing goes wrong. If everything goes too 
smoothly, I am always left wondering if the 
next round might have jammed. Besides , 
when problems crop up I get the opportunity 
to examine the weapon more critically. 

Bell thought that it might be the extractor 
that was at fault. I was inclined to agree with 
him. Earlier we had been testing the extrac­
tor, and had found it suitably strong. After 
the malfunctions , however, the extractor 
seemed very sloppy. We suspected that the 
spring needed replacing. The ammunition 
could also have been partly to blame, since 
the two lots of 50 rounds were from differ­
ent manufacturers. I suspect that the second 
batch was a bit more powerful. That, cou­
pled with the faulty extractor, might have 
been the cause. Because the weapon oper­
ates on the simple blowback principle, it 
may be a bit ammunition sensitive, particu­
larly with the more powerful rounds. 

I contacted Bell at his shop some time 
after the test, and he informed me that the 
extractor spring had collapsed. Apparently 
some locally made springs are of indifferent 
quality . Bell once had a batch of springs 

Magazine release. 

Cocking handle showing half-sphere and 
retaining hole. 

Pistol grip retaining catch. 

Fixed rear sight with retaining catch to the 
rear of .the sight base. Body is threaded to 
accept stock. 

made to the same specifications. When de­
livered, almost all had different strengths! 

As a submachine gun the B&W has 
potential. I don't like semiauto-only SM Gs, 
although this one might have a role to fulfill . 
In my opinion, the modern light assault 
rifles will one day push the SMG into 
obscurity. SM Gs will only have very lim­
ited , specialist functions. 

Unfortunately, most assault rifles are still 
heavier, and more bulky, than the largest 
SMGs. People who live in low-intensity 
combat zones soon tire of an unwieldy 
weapon. The solution is a compact, light, 
accurate and lethal weapon convenient for 
continuous carry. 

Although SMGs and the so-called semi­
auto carbines only fire a pistol round , 
they're still preferable to any handgun. 
Though less compact, the longer barrel of 
an SMG yields increased velocity, the 
greater weight allows greater stability and 
quicker target reacquisition, and these all 
make for increased control and accuracy 
potential over range. Magazine capacity is 
larger as well . (Although I have seen a pistol 
with a 32-round magazine, the pistol needed 
a sling!) 

The problem of getting the weapon to the 
production line, at the moment, is the usual 
one: lack of capital. South African investors 
have become used to white elephants, such 
as the Sanna 77, the Lynx revolver and the 
Mamba pistol. Bell is finding it nearly im­
possible to obtain backing. 

He can get the orders if he has the manu­
facturing capability, and can get the manu­
facturing capability if he has a confirmed 
order. Catch-22! 

Ironically , the B& W would not be expen­
sive to produce. Bell envisages selling them 
for about $200 apiece. Therein lies the 
weapon's strength. With the South African 
economy in its current state and the govern­
ment earning about 30 percent of the retail 
price of any imported weapon , prices are 
soaring, and imported weapons are fast ex­
ceeding anything approaching reasonable 
prices. 

It will take some refinement before I 
would give the weapon my stamp of approv­
al, though. Once Bell sorts out the gremlins, 
then he might have a winner. ~ 
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SOI~ COUNTERTERRORISM 

UNDER­
COVER .JN . . 

NORTHERN 
IRELAND 

I T was a fine, soft day, 
. Seamus thought as he 

stood outside the 
ramshackle farmhouse in 
County Monaghan, a few 
miles from the border 
with Ulster. He scanned 
the surrounding area 
carefµlly, saw nothjng out 
of the ordinary, and 
returned to the barn in 
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Brits Battle Bombers 
Text by Peter Shell drake 

Photos by Jonas Dovydenas 

which he had been 
working earlier. Seamus 
was an ordinary-looking 
young man in dirty jeans 
and jacket, with a few 
days' growth of beard 
softening his 
hungry-looking face. 
Some time ago he had 
been an apprentice in a 
light engineering works, 
but now he felt he was 
doing something more 
important. 

ABOVE: Children of war 
still find time to smile in 
strife-ridden Northern 
Ireland. 

RIGHT: A unique 
combination in Northern 
Ireland - Joan Collins 
stars in Revenge while a 
Btjt armored soldier with 
a " L 0 V E " tattoo 
glares menacingly. 
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He settled himself at his­
bench and returned to · 
the task at hand. A casual 
obsE;?rver would have 
been puzzled at his 
5election of tools and 
materials. Only a few of 
them would have given 
mOst p.eople cause· for· 
c61'}cem as the majority 
were common plumber's 
and builder's supplies: His 
tools could have been 
f~und iri any 
well-equipped home, the 
only exception being a 
well-used metalw9rker's 
lathe.· 

Seamus was not, 
however, idling away 
holirs in some hobby. In 
the dirty game of Irish 
freedom all is not as it 
would appear, and even 
the name Seamus was 
oniy picked as a 
convenience. The young 
man busily working alone 
in his secluded barn was 
a bomb-maker for the 
P~oviSiorial Irish 
Republican Army, known 
to themselves· as 'the 
Provos and to the 
Security Forces as PIRA. 

In 1974 the Provos had 
found that an increasing 
nurriber of their Active 
Service Units (ASUs -
small operatio)'lal units 
which work on the cell 
principle) were appearing 
on the BBC news with 
unpl~nned frequency - a 
result of what Security 
Forces rathe~ cynically 
referred to as the PIRA's 
"own ·goals." 

Many of their most 
experienced men ·were 
behind the wire of Her 
Majesty'!/ Prison Maze, 
otherwise known as · 
"Long Kesh" or the 
"Lazy K," and they were 
being forced to rely more 
and more on half-trained 
youths. These youngsters 
had a distressing 
tendency to co~nect 
boml:> wiring the wrong 
way and detonate the 
device early - with dire 
consequences. 

As a result Northern 
Coinrriand had decided 
that they would supply 
their young volunteers 
With ready-made devices 
or with hand grenades. 
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Some of these were put 
together from the supply 
bf casings that had been 
discovered in a dump 
behind a wartime arms 
factory, but the majority 
were made by Seamus 
from components that 
could easily be bought 
over the counter at a 
lumberyard or hardware 
store. 

The body of the 
grenade on which 
Seamu5 was working 
consisted of two 
plumber's reduction joints 
connected at the broad 
end with a ring. This 
assembly was then 
grooved for better 
fragmentation on the 
lathe. Next, he brazed a 
U-shaped piece of inetal 
that he had prepared 
earlier to the square end 
of a radiator drain plug 
which fit the standard 
thread of the reduction 
joint. This metal piece . 

. carried a slot for the 
arming lever of the 
grenade and a pair of 
holes for the pin. Using 
the lathe, Seamus then 
drilled a hole in the plug 
through which the striker 
would pass, and to the 
inside of the plug he 
brazed a short length of 
tube. The striker was 
turned up on the lathe 
and would be driven by a 
spring .. 

The detonation train of 
the grenade was inse~ed 
in another short length of 
pipe. It consisted of a 
shotgun primer, available 
from any gt!nsmith in 
England without license, 

and a Number 6 plain 
detonator, both joined 
together by a short length 
of safety fuse. The fuse 
was supposed to bum for 
five seconds, but the fact 
they sometimes only 
burned for two didn't 
worry Seamus. He had 
no intention of being 
within fifty miles of the 
bloody thing when it 
exploded. 

The filling of the 
grenade was a few 
ounces of Frangex, a 
product of the Irish 
Chemical Explosives 
Company, stolen - like 
the detonator - from a 
quarry in West Meath 
while a sympathetic 
watchman looked the 
other way. The other end 
of the grenade was 
plugged with a second 
drain plug and the bomb 
was ready. It was crude 
by military standards but 
powerful enough to kill 
and maim over a 
considerable radius. 

Seamus completed '12 
of his homemade bombs 
which he packed carefully 
into a Guinness bottle 
crate. He wrote "North 
Louth" with a felt marker 
on the outside of the case 
and added it to a growing 
stack near the door. Later 
that night a taciturn man 
with an ugly Belfast accent, 
who curtly refused 
Seamus' offer of a beer, 
collected the explosives 
and disappeared into the 
darkness. 

UNDERCOVEll 
Peter Shelldrake come5 from an old British army 

family, arid is carrying on in the family tradition. 
After a short stint as a trooper in the 10th Battalion of 

the Parachute Regiment, Shelldrake was commis­
sioned into the Royal Artillery after graduating from the 
prestigious Royal Military Academy at Sandhurst in the 
late 1960s. · 

Soon afterward, he found himself on the streets of 
Belfast as the troubles in Ulster got underway.· · 
· Following a period of attached ·service with the Sul­

tan of Oman's army during the conflict in Dhofar, he 
returned to the troubles in Northern Ireland as a mem- . 
ber of a certain intelligence organization. 

He has since completed five years of intelligence 
work iri Ulster, and further a5signments in the Middle 
East. 

Seamus now passes 
from our story and would 
probably have passed 
into oblivion unnoticed by 
the world if he had not 
died a few weeks later 
when one of his 
homemade grenades 
exploded. The Garda 
medical examiner said the 
bomb had been fastened 
to the back of his head 
with adhesive tape, but 
few people read medical 
reports and most put it · 
down to another "own 
goal." ' 

However, a tall British 
captain who wore the 
beige beret of the Special 
Air Service laughed and 
remarked to his second· in 
command, "Paul is 
getting fancy again." 

The case of grenades 
passed into the hands of 
the North Louth ASU of 
the Provos, who are by 
PIRA standards a fairly 
professional bunch. 
Nevertheless, two of them 
fell into the hands of· 
Daniel Flynn, an 
eighteen-year-old from an 
Ulster border town who 
liked to think of himself 
as· a hard man in the 
Provos. In fact the real 

. Provos would not touch 
him with a bargepole, 
considering him a "bit of 
a blather" and as leaky as 
a sieve. 

Flynn did have a 
burning ambition to prove 
himself, and, rather more 
importantly, a Sten gun 
which had belonged to 
his father. The old man 
had been a real IRA 
soldier in the '50s, and 
had taken part in the 

Security means safety In 
Northern Ireland. British 
army patrol, armed with 
SLRs and a tear-gas · 
launcher, pats down what 
could be an Innocent 
civilian - or an al'llled 
IRA terrorist. 
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famous raid on Armagh 
Barracks when the IRA 
had cleaned out the 
armory and escaped with 
a large quantity of British 
army guns. 

Just how Daniel 
obtained the two 
grenades is a bit of a 
mystery, but the fact that 
the QM (quartermaster) 
of the North Louth ASU 
was admitted to County 
Lough General Hospital 
suffering from what is 
known as a "knee job" 
ma:; not be unrelated. A 
knee job involves the 
discharge of a pistol 
through the knee joint, 
and - done correctly -
will ensure that the victim 
never walks again without 
a stick. Knee jobs are 
often inflicted in the IRA 
for offenses that in most 
armies would result in five 
days CB (confined to 
barracks, detention). The 
QM may have supplied 
young Flynn with the 
grenades and been found 
out. 

Young Flynn gathered 
together two of his friends 
who were convinced that 
he was a Provo and 
needed them for an 
important "Op" the next 
night. He told them to go 
steal a car and meet him 
at a certain spot on a 
lonely back road the 
following evening. Flynn 
then cast around for a 
suitable target. That's 
where I come into this 
story. 

I was at this time living 
the life of Reilly, chasing 
IRA men around the back 
lanes crisscrossing the 
beautiful countryside 
around the Ulster border. 
Many of these leads 
turned out to be 
shadows, but it was far 
more exciting than the 
droll army routine in 
Germany which had 
followed a temporary 
posting to the Sultan of 
Oman's forces. My 
undercover job brought 
me into contact with the 
Special Branch of the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary 
(RUC), a solid group of 
professionals with whom 1 
developed a close 
working and personal 
relationship. 
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I visited the Special 
Branch office of an Ulster 
border town the same 
morning Rynn met with 
his friends. The SB were 
in very good form, 
planning a party in 
celebration of the recent 
promotion of one of their 
number to the rank of 
inspector. When we had 
completed our business, 
they invited me to join 
them that night at one of 
their favorite pubs a few 
miles outside of town to 
drink a few "half-uns." 
Such invitations were not 
to be refused so I 
accepted, but knowing 
that I'd be leaving early 
to keep a date I'd made 
with a lovely nurse from 
Armagh Hospital. 

That night while I 
dressed for the party and 
later date I considered 
what weapon 1 should 
take with me. I usually 
carried a Walther PPK 

FRANGEX -­
FILLING 

REDUCTION ,.."' 
JOINTS.._ 

JOINTING ,." 
RING 

when off duty and in a 
reasonably safe area. 
Tonight. as the SB's puh 
was, if not right in bandit 
country, at least quite 
close, I decided to take 
my full working rig. 

My issue weapon was a 
Browning Hi-Power 9mm 
automatic which I had 
modified by removing the 
magazine safety and 
enlarging the safety lever. 
I always carried this gun 
with a round in the 
chamber, hammer back 
and safety on, in what I 
understood Americans 
called "condition one" 
but which the British 
army terms "bloody 
unsafe!" The gun lived in 
a Safariland holster on 
my right hip with two full 
magazines in a pouch on 
my left. I also carried 
another full magazine in 
the right side pocket of 
my jacket. The latter, 
although not convenient 
for reloading. served the 
important function of 
weighting the side of my 
jacket so that a sway of 

- - - b.RMING 
I.EVER 

- Ne 6 PLAIN 
DETONATOR 

PIRA GRENADE (circa 1974) 
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ABOVE: Homemade 
PIRA grenade supplied to 
younger, Inexperienced 
"Provos" who tend to 
blow themselves up wtth 
their own bombs. 

RIGHT: Soldier on patrol 
casts a wary eye toward a 
group of Irish "children." 
In guerrilla warfare, even 
the young can be deadly 
foes. 

• . 
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the hips to the left would 
clear the holster. It also 
ensured that a gust of 
wind would not reveal my 
weapon to curious eyes. 

While I prepared to 
meet my friends, Flynn's 
two hirelings were waiting 
for him at the side of a 
country road. The type of 
vehicle they had stolen 
had almost become the 
classic IRA car of choice. 
It was a two-year-old 
Ford Cortina, and like 
most of its type could be 
opened and started by a 
child. These two, who 
had been borrowing cars 
since their teens, had had 
no problems. 

Flynn meanwhile had 
decided that the best spot 
for a bit of mayhem was 
a pub often used by 
off-duty soldiers of the 
Ulster Defence Regiment 
(UDR). These part-time 
soldiers were very much 
in the front line of the 
Irish terrorist war, but 
unfortunately their lax 
personal security -
especially in frequenting 
the same pub - left 
much to be desired. The 
habit of routine is one 
that has killed more 
people in Ulster than 
almost any other. And 
naturally, the pub 
selected by Flynn for his 
attack was the one in 
which I was due to meet 
my friends of the Special 
Branch. 

The pub was one of 
those establishments 
treasured by their 
customers, and which the 
breweries are always 
pulling apart and 
modernizing. It was full of 
dark beams and cosy 
corners with peat fires 
burning in the grates. 
SB's party was in full 
swing when I arrived and 
parked my car on the 
other side of the road. As 
usual, the public bar was 
full of off-duty UDR 
soldiers. My friends of the 
RUC were established in 
the saloon and well into 
their third or fourth pint 
of Harp Lager helped 
down by a "half-un" of 
Black Bush. 
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It was a good party as 
they mostly were, and as 
the Irish would say, "the 
crack was great. " As 
seven o'clock 
approached, however, I 
was beginning to feel that 
I must be on my way or 
my little nurse would 
decide that I had stood 
her up. 

While I was making the 
rounds of my friends and 
explaining that I had to 
leave, Flynn and his two 
accomplices arrived 
outside. Their plan was 
simple. Flynn would 
throw his grenade 
through the window of 
the public bar and then 
empty his Sten's 
magazine into the 
wreckage. 

They stopped their car 
in front of mine, and one 
of them stayed behind 
the wheel while Flynn 
walked across to the pub 
with his other friend who 
would "keep Dick" (stand 
guard) . As he walked, 
Sten gun slung on his 
shoulder, Flynn pulled the 
pin from his grenade. 

At that moment I 
opened the front door of 
the pub and stepped out 
into the night pursued by 
the good-natured ribaldry 
of the RUC men. As the 
door closed I could see 
two figures in front of me, 
both wearing knitted 
balaclava masks, one of 
whom was carrying a 
Sten gun. I could not see 
the grenade. The figure 
with the Sten started to 
pull it off his shoulder 
while the other took to 
his heels. 

At that moment my 
years of training, hours of 
practice, and the 
hundreds of rounds I had 

40 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

fired at targets more than 
payed for themselves. 
Without need for 
conscious thought I went 
into the draw I had been 
taught long ago in a 
peaceful manor house in 
Ashford by an SAS 
sergeant. 

A sway of my hips to 
the left helped clear my 
jacket from my pistol as 
my right hand swept 
inside it and back to the 
Browning. Grasping the 
butt I pulled the 
automatic free from its 
holster and pushed it 
forward, left hand coming 
across to join my right as 
the pistol reached 
waist-high in front of me. 
At the same time I 
pushed off the safety and 
placed my forefinger on 
the trigger. 

I consciously sent the 
two double-tapped 
rounds flying high as I 
knew my tendency was to 
fire too low when in a 
hurry. This time they 
went where they were 
aimed. The first glanced 
off Flynn's breastbone 
and exited through the 
top of his head. The 
second entered the 
bottom of his chin as his 
head was thrown back 
and exited in the same 
place. He was dead 
before his body started to 
fall . 

The primed grenade 
flew from his hand and 
rolled across the road 
under my car. It exploded 
with a loud "crack, " 
rupturing the petrol tank 
which in turn ignited with 
a dull thud. Flynn's 
wheelman in the blue 
Cortina roared away, and 
as I aimed the Browning 
on its back window, 
disappeared from sight 
behind a car coming from 
the other direction. At the 
same time I became 
aware of the roar of a 
Saracen's engine from 
behind me and 
remembered that I had 
registered, but not reacted 
to, the sound of a third 

British army sergeant 
armed with SLR stands 
uneasy guard while 
rescue workers aid bomb 
victims. 

FEBRUARY 86 



FEBRUARY 86 

shot as I was firing at 
Flynn. I quickly put my 
pistol away, since I had 
no desire to be shot by 
an over-excited Tommy 
who might mistake me for 
a terrorist. 

I learned later that the 
shot I'd heard had been 
fired by a Royal 
Engineers sergeant from 
atop a moving Saracen. 
He and his section had 
been returning to base 
when they had happened 
on my encounter with 
Flynn. The sergeant had 
fired one round from his 
Browning at what he 
thought were two 
gunmen and had been 
delighted to see one of 
them go down. We never 
did discover where his 
bullet went, but he was 
quite sure that he had hit 
his target. 

My unit wasn't too 
keen on publicity, and I 
was able to persuade the 
CID (Criminal 
Investigation Division) 
who investigated Daniel 
Flynn's death to allow 
him the credit. It made 
the sergeant's day. 

Flynn never became 
the hardcore IRA fighter 
he always dreamed of 
being, but his ambitions 
were realized in a way. 
The Provos, always on 
the lookout for a new 
martyr, accepted him as a 
posthumous volunteer in 
the movement and gave 
him a hero's funeral later 
that week. 

It will be apparent to 
most readers, especially 
those who have lived in 
the shadowy world of 
counterterrorist 
operations, that some of 
this story has been based 
on supposition. However, 
based on the facts we 
were able to piece 
together after the event, 
and my own experience 
with the IRA, I know I'm 
not far from the truth. 

The name Daniel Flynn 
was fictionalized in order 
to protect the author's 
identity. Construction of 
the Provo grenade was 
also intentionally flawed. 
The grenade will explode 
prematurely if put 
together as described. -
The Editors ~ 
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SOI~ POLICE 

MARSEILLE 
SWAT 

Special Unit Combats Seaport Crime 

B LASTS rang and echoed through the 
darkened indoor range as four shooters 

punched tight groups in silhouettes with 
Manurhin .357 Magnum revolvers. A whis­
tle from the range monitor signaled cease­
fire and the marksmen performed a rapid 
reload, empties clattering on the floor, as 
the targets were replaced. At a signal from 
the monitor the marksmen holstered their 
weapons, turned their backs on the targets 
and walked toward the far end of the range. 
Another whistle and they spun around in a 
crouch, sending a rapid-fire hail of slugs 
into the targets just above the outlined ster-
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by Howard R. Simpson 

Nguyen Van Loe (right) confers with 
Marseille mayor Gaston Defferre. Photo: Le 
Provem;al, Marseille 

num of the simulated gunmen. 
"Pas ma/," the monitor commented, 

"Not bad." He examined the hits and sig­
naled the next team to prepare their Heckler 
& Koch 94s for firing. 

Ears ringing, I stepped outside to catch 
my breath and clear my nostrils. Given the 
privilege of spending a day with the GIPN 
(Groupe d 'lntervention Police National) of 
Marseille by the Ministry of the Interior, I 

was learning the meaning of intensive train­
ing. Earlier, I'd watched the same men 
grunt and slash their way through an hour 
and a half of judo, karate and basic self­
defense techniques. Most of these exercises 
were aimed at neutralizing an enemy and his 
weapon. As members of the GIPN playing 
the role of bad guys were violently slammed 
to the mat, a black-belted instructor told me, 
"If that was pavement, he wouldn't be get­
ting up for a while." 

I'd chosen the Marseille GIPN because 
they have a unique task. Their area of re­
sponsibility takes in all of Southern France, 
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including the crime centers of Marseille and 
Nice, and the Coted' Azur, a favorite hunt­
ing ground for professional gangsters. In 
addition , their 24-hour alert status can in­
clude action against terrorist groups ranging 
from Near East activists to Basque separa­
tists, from Corsican nationalists to the Left 
Wing Direct Action. 

The 24-man GIPN of Marseille is divided 
into three teams of seven men each and a 
three-man headquarters staff. It is led by 
Commissaire Divisionnaire Nguyen Van 
Loe, a Marseille-born Frenchman of Viet­
namese ancestry and barouder, or combat 
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A tense situation: Strain shows on Nguyen 
Van Loc's face as he hears the news that 
gunmen have opened fire on some of his 
men. Photo: Le Proven~al , Marseille 

veteran, who formed the group in 1972 and 
has led it ever since. 

A graduate of law chool and a lieutenant 
in the French commandos during the Alge­
rian War, Loe , a robust 51 years old , can 
match the physical stamina and skills of his 
younger subordinates. His role as a leader is 
obvious as he directs the GIPN's daily op­
eration: bellowing like a sergeant major, 

standing up to desk-bound superiors on the 
telephone or sharing a joke with one of his 
teams. 

It isn't easy to find the GIPN. Their incon­
spicuous headquarters hides behind the 
ancient stone walls of the Fort Saint Nicolas, a 
Foreign Legion recruiting center overlooking 
Marseille's Vieux Port. After spending some 
time locating it, I went inside. 

Loe received me in his office, removing 
his Magnum from its hip-holster. Unload­
ing it, he put it aside. I started my prepared 
questions but soon put them aside because 
Loe spoke easily of his unit , its work and his 
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particular philosophy. It was obvious that in 
addition to being a no-nonsense law enforc­
er, he was also a thinker. 

''I choose men with grey matter for this 
work. We don't want any 'supercops.' We 
hate such media labels. You can have the 
best judoka and the best marksman but if 
they aren't thinking and working as a team 
their lives and mine are in danger. As it is, 
we have a waiting list of applicants from all 
branches of the police . " 

Loe paused to take a phone call. A for­
eign VIP was expected to arrive in Marseille 
and the GIPN had been assigned to provide 

44 SOLDIER 01' FORTUNE 

Nguyen Van Loe (center) and one of his 
intervention teams at headquarters in 
Marseille. 

Before ordering his team to move in, 
Nguyen Van Loe listens to a passerby's 
version of the hostage situation. Photo: Le 
Provenc;al, Marseille 
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personal protection. Loe shouted his orders 
through the thin wall partition, ordering a 
fast car and assigning two men to the task. 
He instructed them to procure a table close 
to the VIP at the official luncheon for dis­
creet, continual surveillance. 

"There are certain things I demand ," he 
continued. "Humility and common sense 
are essential. Motivation, specialization 
and quality will develop quickly if a man 
has the first two attributes." 

The commissaire mused over the sad 
state of the world and this line of thought 
brought him to the current gang war in 

Marseille. He spoke of the 23 dead in the 
last ten months and painted a bloody tableau 
of the struggle for gangland supremacy over 
the local empire of drugs , prostitution , 
gambling, nightclubs and protection. 

A family man and an admirer of the poets 
Rimbaud and Verlaine, Loe is also a hard­
headed realist. His record of success in life­
and-death situations is primarily due to an 
iron rule well-known and understood by his 
adversaries. 

"When hostages are taken," he ex­
plained, ''I am always ready to talk and use 
psychology to defuse the situation but I 
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make it clear from the start that the gunmen 
must repect the life of the hostages - and 
my men-or else!" Loe doesn't like to talk 
about those his group has been forced to 
kill. When I ask for a figure he shakes his 
head and murmurs, " professional secret. " 

It' s not unknown for Loe and his men to 
substitute themselves for hostages. This 
happened in 1975 during a bank holdup in 
Nice. An unbalanced gunman armed with a 
revolver and a thermos bottle of nitroglycer­
ine demanded that Loe and a member of his 
team enter the bank unarmed before he 
would release two civilian hostages. During 
the subsequent three-hour ordeal the gun­
man threatened to kill Loe' s colleague. Loe, 
a two-chambered . 38-caliber derringer 
tucked under his armpit, replied coolly, ' ' If 
you do I'll put two slugs in your skull before 
you can aim in my direction.'' The gunman 
eventually surrendered. 

Earlier this year two young gangsters 
attempted to hold up a Marseille pharmacy 
and failed . They fled to a nearby optical 
shop where they seized hostages and 
threatened to kill them. Loe and one of his 
teams, including a sharpshooter with a 
Steyr-Mannlicher rifle , arrived on the scene 
with screeching brakes. The commissaire 
used a bullhorn to get his message across. It 
was simple. ''If anything happens to those 
hostages," he told them, "you 're both dead 
men.'' 

When the two culprits surrendered they 
were in tears . Their weapon turned out to be 
a blank pistol. 

For a short time after the event Loe specu­
lated that he might have overreacted, but the 
results of an APB check on the bandits 
proved he hadn't. One of the copious weep­
ers was a contract killer with several hits to 
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An alert team of GIPN prepares to move in 
on some armed gunmen whci have seized 
hostages. Photo: Le Provern;al, Marseille 

his credit. 
"You never know what you'll be fac­

ing, " Loe explained, "and you can't take 
chances . You have to strike a reasonable 
balance. I know - and so do my men -
that one of us could very well come back 
feet first." 

As a squad of Foreign Legion recruits 
crunched the gravel on their way to an 
orientation lecture I left Loe' s office for a 
hands-on briefing in the GIPN's armory . 
The weapons had been selected from a num­
ber of sources . The basic arm is the hand­
tooled Manurhin .357 Magnum revolver. 
Before the acquisition of this French-made 
revolver the GIPN depended on its Smith & 
Wesson counterpart. GIPN issues or 
approves a number of cartridges including a 
pinpointed round designed to remain within 
a body, thus reducing the risk of injury to 
innocent bystanders, and a heavy metal­
piercing slug to penetrate vehicle bodies. 

The Steyr-Mannlicher .308 with tele­
scopic sights , hight-vision attachment and 
magazines for six and 10 rounds is the 
GIPN ' s basic sharpshooter's tool. The 
Mannlicher is backed up by the .223 Ruger 
Mini-14 with a laser-lock sight. Demon­
strating the pinpoint light of the sight on a 
far wall, one of Loc's men explained its 
advantage. "That luminous circle has a 
great psychological effect on gunmen. 
When they see it steadying on their chests 
they have second thoughts about further 
mischief.'' 

A French-made 12-gauge shotgun with a 
six-shell magazine that can fire rubber stun-

ners, darts or regular shot rested in a padded 
box next to a container of CS gas canisters , a 
grenade launcher and a brace of gas masks. 
For a high rate of fire when the chips are 
down the GIPN depends on the Heckler & 
Koch 94 and the Mini-UZI. The latter is 
preferred for undercover work because its 
small size makes it easy to conceal . Last but 
not least is the palm-sized .38-caliber der­
ringer, an added bit of insurance for men 
who risk their lives on a daily basis. 

When I returned to the commissaire' s 
office he was in communication with one of 
his mobile patrols moving through a "hot" 
district of Marseille. His orders and replies 
were gruff and brief. Finished, he turned 
back to me and gestured toward the armory. 
"Remember, my men know their weapons , 
but they also know when not to use them. ' ' 

It was finally time to leave the GIPN to 
their work. I paused on my way to the door 
to look at a photo of a bemedaled Commis­
saire Nguyen Van Loe at an official cere­
mony. Among his decorations I identified 
the National OrderofMerit, the Gold Medal 
for Courage and Devotion and the Military 
Medal for Courage. 

"The most you can say about those," 
Loe commented with a wry smile, " is that 
they were all earned in action." 

Walking down the hill from the Fort Saint 
Nicolas with the setting sun behind me I 
noted that Marseille seemed to be in love 
with the notion of the romanticized lawman. 
And Popeye, the hard-drinking detective of 
the French Connection, was not the last 
cowboy cop to bring a whiff of contempo­
rary Americana to Marseille. The city's 
buses all carried panels picturing a .45-
toting Eddie Murphy in Le Flic de Beverly 
Hills . ~ 
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S0l1 MIDEAST 

CRUSADERS . . 

BEIRUT bubbled with fear and fanati­
cism, flavored with a bit of pathos, in 

the fall of 1983, and I found the place 
bloody exciting. The U.S. Marines were 
still under virtual seige at the airport in West 
Beirut, subject to daily rocket and artillery 
attacks. Christians were battling it out with 
the Moslems above the airport in the Shouf 
mountains, and the Syrians had committed 
large numbers of their PLO henchmen to the 
fight. 

No one side really had much control of 
anything, either in ravaged Beirut - once 
called the Paris of the Middle East - or in 
the surrounding countryside. So as I ambled 
along the streets of Christian East Beirut, 
packed with soldiers and militiamen, refu­
gees and every type of vehicle imaginable, I 
stopped dead in my tracks when I saw a 
Soviet-made T-54 tank on the back of a 
low-loader come rumbling down the street. 

My fi rst reaction was to cut and run , 
thinking that the Syrians had taken the 
plunge and invaded the Christian heartl;md 
while they were heavily committed to fight­
ing in the Shouf. Except for the distant 
rumbling of rocket and artillery fire in the 
mountains, the local semicontrolled chaos 
of Easi Beirut remained unchanged. 

My own private business ·in Beirut 
brought me into contact with the Lebanese 
Armed Forces (LAF), and I didn ' t think 
they were using Soviet gear. In fact, I was 
fairly sure that all of the LAF' s armor was of 
United States, British or French origin. It 
was only after my bn.1sh with the T-54 that I 
came to know that the Christians were em­
ploying captured Soviet tanks against their 
enemies . 

I was back in Beirut again in late 1984 
and early 1985 for about three months. It 
was then that I got to visit with the Christian 
Lebanese Force (LF) tankers, and got a 
closer look at their unit and the hoqgepodge 
of armor with which they fought the war. 
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Armor in Lebanon 

The LF armored force runs about regi­
mental strength and is able to deploy two 
tank battalions. The majority of their vehi­
cles are the veteran Israeli MI Super Sher­
mans, and Soviet T-54s and T-55s captured 
from the Syrians and PLO. LF armored 
units also field a limited number of Amer­
ican M48s, but I was told the Christian 
tankers preferred the Soviet 1 OOmm gun and 
its much heavier projectile to the American 
90mm and 105mm.guns. 

The LF have also purchased a number of 
T-54 and T-55 tanks from the Israelis at, 
from what I was told, top-dollar prices. 
Although no one would give me the actual 
price list , I heard the Israelis were charging 
the Christian Lebanese U.S. $3 ,000 for one 
tank crewman's helmet. I shuddered to 
think what one bloody tank would cost! 

Even after selling the Christians the 
Soviet armor, the Israelis would not show 
them how to use the gun stabilization equip­
ment. They obviously do not want the 
Christian tankers to be able to engage 
targets while on the move. It seems that the 
Israelis prefer to keep the Christians weak, 
to ensure they are unable to prevail over the 
Moslem extremists and so maintain an un­
stable situation on Israel's northern border. 

Regardless , the armored regiment has 
seen considerable combat and they have 
conducted themselves well. On a number of 
occasions they successfully engaged enemy 
tanks on a limited scale, but for the most 
part they 're deployed in the type of infantry­
support/mobile-artillery action which took 
place in 1983. · 

At that time the Syrians moved against 
the Christians in support of Amal , Druze 
and PLO forces. These attacks by heavy 
concentrations of brigade-strength Syrian 
armor, mechanized Special Forces troops 
and Syrian artillery resulted in bitter fight­
ing and the eventual loss, with heavy Chris­
tian casualties, of the mountains in the 

by Ned Kelley 
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ABOVE LEFT: Super Sherman in 
hull-down position, watching and waiting 
for PLO forces to advance. 

ABOVE: An unlikely combination. 
American and Soviet-made armor work in 
concert against Syrian, PLO and Moslem 
forces. 

LEFT: Tanks are never very comfortable, 
especially in the winter mountains of 
Lebanon. 

Aley-Bhamdoun-Hammana area. 
This qitastrophic defeat put nearly all of 

the high ground overlooking Beirut in the 
hands of Moslem fanatics , and resulted in 
the unrestricted shelling and rocketing of 
Christian East Beirut. Further, unimpeded 
and reneweo infiltration of PLO terrorists 
jnto the western side of the city put the LF' s 
occupation of East Beirut in jeopardy. 

The LF's reaction to this serious tum of 
events was to mount an amphibious assault 
south of Beirut in the Khalde-Damour area. 
The tankers, in support of LF infan\ry , 
fought their way off the beaches and then 
northeast up into the hills overlooking West 
Beirut. In what was some of the heaviest 
and most bitter fighting seen in Lebanon to 
date, they were able to capture the high 
ground of Kaifoun-Baissour-Fsaqine, and 
control the are(! stretching to their outpost at 
Souq El Gharb with fire. In doing so, the LF 
closed the PLO' s infiltration route into West 
Beirut. 

It was a brilliant victory, and a chest­
pocket badge - reminiscent of the World 
War II German Infantry Assault Badge -
was issued to those LF combatants involved 
in what became known as ' 'The Battle for 
the Mountains.'' 

The LF handed over the hard-won ground 
to the LAF's 4th Brigade and then with­
drew to the coast. The 4th Brigade was 
composed of both Christian and Moslem 
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Lebanese, and seditious Moslem officers on 
the brigade' s staff engineered a situation of 
confusion and panic. Moslem militiamen 
advanced on the LAF's positions , and the 
4th Brigade disintegrated when the troops 
abandoned their equipment and deserted 
their positions. 

Moslem troopers fled into West Beirut 
and Christians to the Christian coastal vil­
lages. In the confusion of the rout, the LF 
was fortunately able to recover some of the 
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abandoned equipment, thereby preventing 
it from falling into the hands of Moslem 
extremists. 

More recently, elements of the LF 
armored regiment operated as part of a com­
bined arms team in early 1985 during the 
fighting for the Christian enclave of lklim 
Kharroub. Along with. elements of the 77 
Battalion Commandos and tank hunters of 
the LF's elite Anti-Tank Regiment, the 
tankers counterattacked Druze and PLO 

T-54 AND T-55 
MAIN BATTLE TANKS 
Redesignated the Israeli TI-67 
Most captured Soviet tanks have been 

modified by the Israelis and include up­
grades to the electrical, communica­
tions, fire control and armament sys­
tems . 
An air conditioning system was also in­
stalled to improve troop comfort -
something which does not worry the 
Soviets . • 
Crew ...... ..... ........... .... 4 
Combat weight ............ 39 tons 
Max speed .. ... . 48 km/hr (28 mph) 
Max range ...... 600 km (360 miles) 
Main gun ................. 105mm 
Coaxial machine gun ...... 7.62mm 
Anti-aircraft .... . . ...... 50.caliber 

M2 HB Browning 

Christian T -54 waits in ambush during an 
actipn in 1985. Weapons and drive systems 
are modified in captured Soviet tanks to 
increase firepower and serviceability. 

forces. 
But, because of enormous resupply prob­

lems - often impossible because heavy 
seas prevented small ships from running the 
gauntlet of Moslem artillery and rockets on 
the coast - the Christians were eventually 
overwhelmed in Iklim Kharroub by the 
vastly superior Syrian-supported Moslem 
militia. (I was told that the Israelis may have 
also thrown some covert support behind the 
Druze militia during this engagement. The 

!SHERMAN MSlHV 
SUPER SHERMAN 

Basic M4AlE3 and M4A1E8 Sherman 
models were purchased from France in 
1956 and upgraded in the early '60s to 
counter Soviet IS-3 heavy· tanks used by 
the Egyptians. Subsequ~nt models up­
graded the electrical system and drive 
train, modified the turret and stowage to 
accommodate the new 105mm gun, and 
were fitted with a wh.ite light/infrared 
searchlight and smoke dischargers. 
Crew ....................... . .. 4 
Combat weight ............ 39 tons 
Chassis ..... . .. .... Sherman M4Al 
Engine . . . . . Cummins 460 hp diesel 
Max speed .... . . 45 km/hr (28 mph) 
Max range ...... 270 km (162 miles) 
Main gun ........... 105mm 01504 
Ammunition ......... Anti-tank, HE, 

smoke , practice 
Anti-aircraft ............ 50-caliber 

M2 HB Browning 

Israeli Sherman tanks, modified from the 
roadwheels upward, are sold to Christian 
Lebanese forces for top-dollar prices. This 
Super Sherman fires down an alley. 
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Israelis seem to have a vested interest in 
assisting the Druze in their fight against the 
Christians as there are large numbers of 
Druze in Israel who form a significant polit-
ical lobby.) · 

LF tankers played a prominent role in 
delaying the enemy during the withdrawal 
along with other elite units of the LF forces. 

Crest of the Lebanese Forces - the 
Christian Militia. 

Lebanese Force tank regiment crest and 
shoulder patch badge. 
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ABOVE LEFT: LF 77 Battalion soldier 
crouches ready with captured Soviet 
7.62mm PKM light machine gun. 

ABOVE RIGHT: Trooper from elite LF 
Anti-Tank/ Anti-Aircraft Regiment prepares 
Soviet Sagger for use against the Moslems. 
Brown beret is the distinctive mark of all 
Christian special forces units. 

Beret badge of the LF armored regiment. 

Campaign pocket badge for "The Battle of 
the Mountains." 

By all accounts they were instrumental in 
guaranteeing the successful amphibious 
evacuation of the defending LF units and 
their equipment. 

While they were also able to evacuate 
many of the defenseless Christian civilians 
from the enclave, they were unable to pre­
vent the massacre of many of those left by 
PLO-led Moslem militiamen. 

However, in spite of some real successes, 
the armored regiment has more than its 
share of problems. The Christian Lebanese 
have no shortage of fighting men, but I was 
told they are short of the sort of expertise 
necessary to employ their armor assets to 
best effect. 

According to my sources, Christian 
volunteers from the Free World are made 
very welcome in East Beirut if they are 
competent armor instructors. The regiment 
needs training in basic maintenance, driving 
and gunnery skills, but of particular need is 
the expertise to prepare and exercise the unit 
to operate in battalion and regiment strength 
against sizable enemy tank formations . 

I heard the complaint over and over again 
that the reason for these deficiencies stems 
from the Israelis' refusal to fully train the LF 
tankers on the equipment they sold to the 
Lebanese - and for which such a high price 
was paid. 

My friends in the unit said volunteers 
most suitable for the task of training the 
Armored Regiment of the Christian 
Lebanese Forces militia would be retired 
U.S. Army personnel who have worked as 
instructors at Fort Knox, or ex-British Army 
senior NCOs from the Royal Tank Regi­
ment or the Cavalry. They emphasized the 
retired aspect because the Christians are 
hard-pressed for money, and can provide 
foreign volunteers with little more than 
accommodation, meals, and perhaps a few 
dollars for spending money each week. 

One thing they do not need are untrained 
thrill seekers, or dagger-in-teeth crazies 
wanting to prove they're macho. They 
already have more than enough problems 
dealing with Moslems who answer that very 
same description. ~ 
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SOI~ WEAPONS 

WITNESS 
PROTECTION 

SHOTGUN 
Two-Foot 12-Gauge Goes Undercover 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 
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At only two feet long, the Witness 
Protection shotgun fulfills a specialized law 
enforcement application. 

FIGHTING shotguns. From Doc Holli­
day's double-barrel IO-gauge to SOG 

teams' pumps, sometimes the only thing 
better than a shotgun is a more concealable 
shotgun. That's where the Witness Protec­
tion 12-gauge comes in. 

Though limited in combat application, 
shotguns fill police arms lockers, the U.S. 
military still issues them and professional 
soldiers carry them for special missions. 
But even the pros argue about action, length 
and load. British studies of COIN combat 
actions in Malaya indicated that the auto­
loading shotgun produced more hits during 
brief engagements than slide-action guns 
because of higher rate of fire. But American 
reaction to self-loaders was less enthusias­
tic: Semiautos malfunctioned under adverse 
conditions. A click with no bang in the duck 
blind means only a lost bird, but in battle it 

·means loss of life. 
Reliability makes slide-action shotguns 

the choice of professionals. Remington's 
Model 870 has been on top of the heap for 
35 years . And that's the chassis on which 
the Witness Protection scattergun is buil.t. 

Remington introduced their first slide­
action combat shotgun in 1908. By 1931 
they had designed the Model 31 which saw 
extensive use in World War II alongside the 
Remington Model 11 autoloader. The Mod­
el 31 was one of a family of firearms using 
as many interchangeable components as 
possible. The Model 870, which appeared 
in 1950, continued this concept since it had 
many parts in common with the Model 11-
40 autoloader, introduced the previous 
year. 

Hammerless and side-ejecting, the Mod­
el 870 has a tubular magazine and features 
interchangeable barrels. Both the Model 11 
and 870 lock in battery by means of a lock­
ing block assembly within the bolt body 
which engages a recess in the barrel exten­
sion. Upon firing, most of the counter­
recoiling forces are absorbed by the barrel, 
locking block assembly and bolt body. 
Thus, little stress is placed on the receiver 
and it can be lightweight with no compro­
mise to safety or endurance. 

A slide , attached to two steel action bars 
connected to the forearm, is in tum coupled 
to the bolt body and locking block assembly 
by a lug on its upper rear surface that rests in 
the same bolt recess occupied by the locking 
block. Cams machined into the locking 
block rotate the bolt mechanism on a verti­
cal axis with the slide lug' s forward and 
rearward movements to lock or unlock with 
the barrel extension. 

A ring, brazed to the bottom of the barrel, 
surrounds the tubular magazine. An end 
cap, threaded to the ma8azine, holds the 
barrel securely to the receiver and magazine 
and permits rapid disassembly and barrel 
changes . This end cap also permits exten­
sion magazines to be threaded onto the stan­
dard four-shell magazine without major 
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WITNESS PROTECTION 

SHOTGUN 

Caliber . . ...... . .. . .. . .. 12-gauge 
Operation ....... .. slide-action with 

locking block assembly that moves 
vertically upward to lock in the barrel 

extension's recess. 
Weight, empty . . . .. .. . .. 5% pounds 
Length, overall . . .. . ..... 25 inches 
Barrel length . . . . . . . . . . 12. 5 inches 
Choke . . . . . . . . . . modified Mossberg 

Accu-Choke 
Height. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 3. 5 inches 
Stock .... . .. original walnut buttstock 

cut back and rounded. 

modifications . 
The trigger mechanism contains a discon­

nector which is part of the action bar lock. 
It's activated when the action bar lock lever, 
located on the front left side of the alloy 
trigger guard, is depressed to release the 
lock so the forearm can be reciprocated with 
the trigger mechanism cocked (to remove 
all shells from the ch.amber and magazine). 
This disconnector, also operated by the 
hammer spring plunger after the hammer 
falls , requires the trigger to be released be­
tween each shot before the trigger mecha­
nism will reset and allow another shot to be 
fired. 

I don't like this. Early Ithaca Model 37s, 
including those manufactured for U.S. mili­
tary contracts during the Vietnam War, 
were capable of firing as fast as the forearm 
was reciprocated with the trigger held back. 
Despite suggestions that this feature might 
be unsafe, I know of no instances when it 
caused an Ithaca Model 37 to fire out of 
battery. 

Jim Wilson (Wilson Arms Co., Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 504, Brunswick, GA 
31521, phone: [912] 265-0774)- already 
known by professionals for sound suppres­
sor designs - has chopped and modified 
the Remington Model 870 to enhance some 

Forearm .... .. . . . standard walnut or 
optional Choate 

Safety .... . sliding crossbolt mounted 
to rear of trigger guard 

Sights . . .. .. ... . ....... . front bead 
Finish . . . . . . . . . . blued or phosphate 
Magazine .. . .. four-sbell tubular type 
Price .. . .. .. . . .. .. . $499.95 plus $5 

transfer tax to individuals 
Manufacturer: Wilson Arms Com­

pany, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 504, 
Brunswick, GA 31521. Phone: (912) 
265-0774. 

of the combat shotgun 's special attributes. 
Starting with a standard Model 870, Wil­

son chops the barrel to 12.5 inches and 
ins~alls a modified Mossberg Accu-Choke 
(which only adds Y4 inch) . Called the Wit­
ness Protection, the gun gets an unorthodox 
look from its radical buttstock. It's hardly 
there at all: cut back and rounded until only 
enough remains to obtain a secure grip. A 
detachable sling swivel is screwed into the 
end of what remains of the walnut stock. A 
1 '!.-inch black nylon sling with a quick­
release Dot fastener and plastic Fastex 
buckle is held to the end of the tubular 
magazine ' s end cap by an oversize immov­
able sling swivel that also serves as a stop to 
keep your hand from sliding in front of the 
muzzle. A walnut forearm is standard, but 
mine was equipped with the Pachmayr 
black rubber forearm. 

The shell lifter is slotted and the trigger 
cleaned up to break crisply at 3. 75 pounds . 
Overall length is 25 inches and weight, 
empty, reduced to 5.75 pounds . The bead 
front sight and sliding crossbolt safety (lo­
cated at the rear of the trigger guard) have 
been retained. 

We end up with a semiconcealable 12-
gauge shotgun. It won't fit in your hip pock­
et, but slung on the shoulder it can be hidden 
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under a sport jacket. Right-handed shooters 
should slip the sling over the left shoulder, 
holding the gun's muzzle down, with the 
sling forward and the gun to the rear (cham­
ber empty, hammer down and safety off). 
Grab the forearm with the left hand and 
simultaneously release the sling's Dot 
fastener with the right hand. Bring the gun 
up to eye level with the left hand while 
rotating the weapon 180 degrees. Clasp 
what remains of the buttstock with the right 
hand. Acquire the target, rack the forearm 
to chamber the shell and fire . 

While this weapon certainly has no mili­
tary application, it fulfills some specialized 
law enforcement requirements. In addition 
to use by bodyguards, Wilson's two-foot 
Model 870 is small enough for vehicular 
employment. It should also function as an 
excellent stake-out weapon. 

SOF's test specimen first got a non-glare 
finish from Darrel Reed (Clinton River Gun 
Service, Dept. SOF, 30016 South River 
Road, Mount Clemens, MI 48045). Reed 
claims his hot salt bath process works on 
any metal surface but aluminum, and he 
returned the gun in a week with a non-glare 
finish that is heat-resistant, exceeds stan­
dard humidity requirements, will withstand 
a 72-hour salt-spray test and conforms to 
military specifications. Featuring a deep 
rich black texture, Reed's finish improves 
sight visibility, helps to dissipate heat 
waves and diminishes position disclosure 
problems with stainless-steel firearms. It 
also holds up well to holster wear. (Reed 
had treated my Randall Curtis LeMay .45 
ACP pistol which sees almost constant duty 
in a Milt Sparks cross-draw rig.) The proc­
ess costs $80 for handguns and $100 for 
rifles or shotguns. It would be just the ticket 
on a Ruger stainless-steel Mini-14. 

A shotgun case, made of black water­
repellent I 050-denier ballistic nylon, is also 
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available from Wilson. Manufactured by 
Elevated Urban Operations of Georgia, the 
case sports a 2.5-inch nylon carrying han­
dle, a two-inch adjustable shoulder strap 
and a heavy-duty Vision continuous zipper 
with dual slides . Closed-cell foam padding 
is sewn between the layers of nylon. Two 
pockets with Velcro closures each hold one 
five-round box of shotshells; retail price is 
$49.95. 

Fighting shotgun effectiveness is most 
often compromised by the buckshot sent 
down its tube. Standard buckshot pellets are 
composed of soft pure lead (about 2.5 on 
Mohs Hardness Scale - talc is 1 and dia­
mond is 10), so they deform on the way 
down a steel bore. By the time they leave the 
muzzle, most pellets have been flattened so 
they fly an erratic and unpredictable pattern. 
Ammunition manufacturers stuff granu­
lated plastic buffer material in buckshot 
shells to reduce this deformation. The 
effect, other than leaking bits of styrofoam 
on the chamber and action of your shotgun, 
is not easy to determine. 

Federal Cartridge Co. (Dept. SOF, 2700 
Foshay Tower, Minneapolis, MN 55402) 
has introduced a shotshell designed to sig­
nificantly improve buckshot performance. 
Called Federal Premium Buckshot, these 
tower-dropped pellets are 97 .5-percent pure 
lead with 2.5-percent antimony for added 
hardness. Two polishings guarantee sphe­
ricity. Copper-plating further increases re­
sistance to deformation during firing. Shot 
is arranged in a spiral configuration within a 
long-range shot cup with granulated buffer 
added to fill the gaps. 

SOF tested three loadings of 12-gauge 
Federal Premium Buckshot through the 
Witness Protection shotgun, using a Benelli 
Model 121 Ml Military/Policeshotgun(20-
inch barrel with cylinder bore choke) as 
control. They were 2%-inch 00 buck (nine 

Jim Wilson has created an unorthodox but 
highly practical chopped-down version of 
the Remington 870. 

pellets), 2%-inch Magnum 00 buck (12 pel­
lets) and 2%-inch No. 4 buck (34 pellets). 

Combat shotguns are usually most effec­
tive at engagement distances of 10 to 25 
yards. To test any extension ofthis effective 
range, three target distances were selected: 
15, 25 and 35 yards. Throughout the test, 
the Benelli patterned directly around the 
point of aim while the Witness Protection 
consistently impacted about 12 inches high. 

At 15 yards the Benelli printed both the 
nine-pellet standard load and the 12-pellet 
Magnum 00 buck into an extreme spread of 
9 inches. The Witness Protection shotgun 
opened the nine pellets to 12 inches and the 
12 pellets to 15 inches. At this distance the 
Benelli dumped all 34 No. 4 buckshot into a 
16-inch circle while the Wilson gun spread 
its No. 4 buckshot load out to 24 inches. 

When we moved to 25 yards and fired the· 
nine-pellet 00 buck load, both the Benelli 
and Witness Protection delivered horizontal 
patterns with an 18-inch spread. The 12-
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pellet 00 buck load opened up to 22 inches 
in the Benelli and 28 inches in the Witness 
Protection shotgun. Twenty-six No. 4 pel­
lets will reach your opponent's chest at this 
distance when fired through the Benelli 
Model 121 Ml . While only 20 of the .24-
caliber, 20-grain, No. 4 buck struck the kill 
zone from 25 yards away through the Wil­
son altered Model 870, this was more than 
enough to produce a severe migraine. 

At 35 yards the Benelli consistently 
dumped six of the nine-pellet 00 buck into a 
15-inch circle and we expected four pellets 
to hit within this diameter when fired ·from 
the Witness Protection shotgun. No more 
than four of the 12-pellet Magnum buck 
printed on a 15-inch circle from either gun at 
this distance. The No. 4 buck produced an 
average of 16 hits in a 15-inch circle, again 
from either of the two shotguns . 

Federal Premium Buckshot significantly 
increased the hit potential of the combat 
shotgun by providing more uniform patterns 
and more hits on target while extending the 
effective range by at least another 10 yards. 
But No. 4 buck, so popular with law en­
forcement agencies, should be avoided. 

FEBRUARY 86 

Semiconcealable, the Witness Protection is a 
smart conversion of a proven fighting 
shotgun. 

From 20 yards and beyond, its 20-grain 
pellet is unlikely to provide the energy re­
quired to incapacitate your opponent. In 
addition, as its pattern opens up more quick­
ly than 00 buck, it is far more likely to spray 
pellets into innocent bystanders - an im­
portant consideration in- Jaw enforcement 
applications. 

Nor can I recommend the 2%-inch 12-
pellet Magnum 00 buck load. Felt recoil is 
appreciably greater, especially in the 5%­
pound Witness Protection shotgun, and thus 
the time required to reacquire a target for the 
second shot is increased. Nine-pellet 00 
Premium Buckshot remains the best choice 
for almost all Jaw enforcement scenarios. 

Although it can be fired from the hip, the 
Witness Protection ·shotgun is at its best 
when used at eye level . Wilson suggests that 
the hand holding the forearm be thrust for­
ward while the hand holding the abbreviated 
stock is pulled rearward. This is exactly 
opposite of the technique taught to pistol 
shooters firing from the modified Weaver 
stance, who are instructed to pull rearward 

Continued on page 122 
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CITIZEN soldiers: Born in the days 
when a handful of revolutionary mili­

tiamen sniped at orderly ranks of Redcoats 
marching toward Concord, today's Nation­
al Guard is the stepchild of the founding 
fathers' ideal soldier. These weekend war­
riors are no longer pitted against the British, 
but they still play a key role in the Army's 
mobilization plan for war. Every state has a 
National Guard unit and some are better 
than others. SOF took a look at one of the 
best. 

North Carolina's 2nd Battalion, 252nd 
Armor is not a typical National Guard out­
fit. It is a "round-out" unit, assigned to the 
Army's 2nd "Hell On Wheels" Armored 
Division at Fort Hood, Texas. They may 
sound like just another bunch of southern 
boys running around in tanks on the 
weekend, but there's a difference. The 2/ 
252 is equipped with the Ml Abrams Main 
Battle Tank (MBT) and the Bradley M3 
Cavalry Fighting Vehicle (CFV). The 
252nd is still the only reserve unit to have 
received the new armor, but two others are 
on the way toward that capability. The 
155th Armored Brigade , Mississippi 
National Guard and the l08th Armored 
Battalion, Georgia National Guard are 
being outfitted with the Abrams and the 
Bradley. Tliey plan to be operational by July 
of 1986. 

At a recent live-fire Field Training Excer­
cise (FfX) the 2/252 provided SOF with the 
opportunity to observe the Ml Abrams and 
Bradley M3 CFV in action and to speak 
firsthand with the men of the unit. 

Our visit was spent with Headquarters & 
Headquarters Company (HHC) in Raeford 
and Company C, 2/252, stationed in South­
ern Pines . Both units are within a few miles 
of Fort Bragg. Firing was conducted at 
Range 79 on the Army's vast Fort Bragg 
reservation . 

Ammunition used was Target Practice 
Discarded Sabot-Tracer (TPDS-T) and 
High-Explosive Anti-Tank, Target Prac­
tice-Tracer (HEAT-TP-T) ammunition , fir­
ing with maximum effect at targets 800 to 
2,290 meters away. (The effective range of 
the l05mm M68 gun is 3,300 meters .) The 
Ml is also capable of using Beehive and 
High Explosive Plastic (HEP) ammunition . 

The much-improved fire-control system 
includes a laser range finder and a thermal 
imaging system that allows the tank to en­
gage targets by both day and night. The gun 
is fully stabilized in both elevation and 
traverse and can be aimed and fired while 
moving. 

The Ml Abrams MBTcarries a total of 55 
rounds of 105mm ammunition of which 52 
are compartmentalized. Of the latter, 44 
rounds are in the turret bustle (22 on each 
side) and are separated from the crew by 
hydraulic-operated armored sliding doors . 
One 7.62mm M240 machine gun is 
mounted coaxially with the main gun and 
another is mounted at the loader's hatch . 

Ml Abrams is considered state-of-the-art in 
armor by U.S. tank jocks. 
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THE LATEST IN 
ARMOR 

Despite all the controversy that sur­
rounds the new Ml Abrams tank , it 
would be premature to make a decision 
on it one way or the other. All the data is 
not yet in . Despite complaints that it is 
too complex and prone to malfunction, 
the Abrams does represent a move to­
ward a more advanced armor capability . 

The XM 1 program was established in 
December 1971 and the final program 
was approved in January 1973. Between 
February and April 1976 the Army 
tested prototypes before finally giving 
the nod to Chrysler Corp. to fill the bill 
for the new tank. 

In early 1982 Chrysler sold its tank.­
building subsidiary to General Dynam­
ics which continues to produce the tank 
for the Army. By the end of 1988 the 
Army plans to have 7,058 Mis in its 
armor ranks. 
Height . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9 feet 
Length .. .. . . . . . .. 32 feet , 6 inches 
Width .. . . .. .. .. .. . ...... . 12 feet 
Weight ..... . ..... . .. . .. .. 55 to11s 
Engine .. ... . . ...... 1 , 500 hp Avco 

Lycoming turbine 
Crew .... . .. . ... .. ........ . . . .. 4 
Speed ...... . ........ .. .. . 50 mph 
Range ......... . ... . . . .. 280 miles 
Armament: 

main .......... 105mm rifled gun 
coaxial ..... 7.62mm machine gun 
anti-aircraft ........ . one 12.7mm 

and one 7.62mm machine gun 
Ammunition: · 

main .............. . .. 55 rounds 
coaxial ...... . ..... 1,000 rounds 
anti-aircraft .. . .... 11 ,400 rounds 

Nothing much happened in the APC 
field since the M l 13 came on the scene 
back in the 1960s . Even when the Army 
decided to go ahead with plans for some­
thing new in 1965, nothing really came 
of it until December 1978 when the first 
two prototypes were delivered to the 
U.S. Army at San Jose, California. 

By late 1979 the XM2 officially be­
came the M2; on 20 October 1981 the 
M2 was dedicated as the Bradley Fight­
ing Vehicle and the Army ordered 100 
M2s and its cousin , the M3 , to be pur­
chased with FY80 funds . The first bat­
talion was equipped with the M2 at Fort 
Hood, Texas , in March 1983, and other 
deliveries went to Europe in December 
1983. 

The United States has plans to acquire 
6,882 M2s and M3s, but it will not re­
place the M 113 on a one-to-one basis . 
Only units with a specific role for them, 
such as mechanized infantry , will get it. 
Height . ............ 9 feet, 8 inches 
Length ....... . . . . 21 feet, 3 inches 
Width ............ 10 feet, 5 inches 
Weight ...... 24 tons, combat loaded 
Engine . .. . . . . . .. . 500 hp Cummins 

turbocharged four-cycle 
Crew ...... . ...... 3 with 7 soldiers 
Speed ... . . .... . ... .. .. . .. 41 mph 
Range . . ................ 300 miles 
Armament: 

main . . .. .... .. . 25mm chain gun 
coaxial . . . . . 7.62mm machine gun 
ATGW .. Two-tube TOW launcher 

Ammunition: 
main . ... ... 300 ready/600 reserve 
coaxial .. . 800 ready/ l,540 reserve 
ATGW ...... . ... . . 2 in launcher/ 

5 in reserve/3 stowed 
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ABOVE: It happens to the best. 2nd Lt. 
HoUand and Platoon Sgt. Ridzelskl inspect a 
thrown track. 

BELOW: Breaking out of a cloud of dust 
and smoke, these Mis roar over open 
tl!rraio during practice maneuvers. 

as the Ml AbramS is a vast improvement 
over the M60 MBT, the Bradley makes 
tbe M113 look like a Model T. The IFV· 
CFV's increased battlefield mobDity IS the 
result of a combination of engine lJlll'fonn· 
ance, power train efficiency and im­
proved suspemion. 

The Cummins four-cycle, 500-horse­
.powl!r turbocharged engine can power the 
Bradley from a stop to 30 mph in 19 
seconds. The vehicle has a top speed of 41 
mph and a cruising range of 300 miles wblle 
amying a combat load of 48,000 pounds. 
The hydromechanical trammission per­
mits the driver to operate over aD types of 
terrain and three high-performance shock 
absorbers on each side of the vehicle 
cushion the blows of high-speed rougb­
terrain operation. 

The swimming capability of the IFV is 
also much improved over the M113. The 
secret is a swim curtain - a heavy-duty 
Vinyl-coated nylon sheet that 'tits around 
the top of the vehicle. The swim curtain 
gives the vehicle a greater freeboard. 

The firepower system of the IFV-CFV is 
more advanced than the Mll3. It ~ a 
25mm Bushmaster chain gun with a range 
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Civil Defense Force 
Faces Piricuacos 
Text & Photos by Dale Andrade 

THIS is not a war story. But with a 
little prodding it could easily tum 

into one. 
It involves the desire of one small 

country to remain neutral in the 
increasingly volatile cauldron of 
Central American politics. That 
country is Costa Rica, an 
economically stable nation nestled 
below the southern border of 
Nicaragua. That's where the trouble 
begins. 

Costa Rica got its present form of 
government after the 1948 coup which 
overthrew Teodoro Picado. The 
constitution that grew out of Costa 
Rica's desire for democracy prohibited 
a standing army. Today, there is a 
tiny contingent of 5,000 men called a 
Civil Defense Force (CDF). Most of 
these troops are stationed around the 
capital city of San Jose leaving only a 
token force of 2,000 to watch the 
unstable border with Nicaragua. 

Against a backdrop of 368 
Nicaraguan border incursions between 
January and July 1985, prospects for 
peace aren't altogether rosy. But the 
United States holds the wild card and 
the Costa Ricans (and the 
Sandinistas) are completely aware of 
that. An invasion from Nicaragua 
would bring down the wrath of 
Washington, presumably in the form 
of an invasion. 

But what about the present 
situation? 

There's bad news and there's good 
news. On the one hand the Costa 
Rican Civil Defense Force is 
outnumbered by hundreds to one 
everywhere along the rugged border 
frontier. Then again, Costa Rica's 
version of The Military Balance 
doesn't tell the whole story: Morale is 
high, desertions are unheard of and 
the farmers and ranchers emphatically 
support the CDF. 

CDF's mission is. not to stop the 
Sandinistas from invading - they 
could never do that. The sparse 
sprinkling of border outposts can't 
even halt infiltrations. So just what are 
they doing and how well are they 
doing it? 

single-engine aircraft that was flying 
me to the border in the extreme 
northwest corner of Costa Rica. There 
would be no contras - ARDE had 
pulled the last of their small force out 
back in 1982. 

The pilot, a volunteer member of 
the small cadre that passes for an air 
force in Costa Rica, had the annoying 
habit of flying through dense clouds. 
Vultures with the plane's wingspan 
glided on invisible cushions of rolling 
air and a collision with one of those 
monsters could cause us grief. 
Despite the competition for our aerial 
niche, we rolled to a bumpy stop on a 
graded dirt airstrip. 

Sure enough, the CDF was waiting. 
They'd been expecting us for two 
days. The second in command of the 
Comando de/ Norte, Major Guevara, 
climbed down from his jeep and 
strode over to meet us. 

"It's good to see you. We don't get 
many journalists in this area. They 
only show up when there's trouble 
and things here are very peaceful 
right now." We climbed into the jeep 
and, as we streaked down the road 
toward headquarters, he explained the 
situation to me. 

Since the 1948 revolution, Costa 
Rica decided that the best way to 
prevent a military takeover was to 
abolish the armed forces and turn the 
new civil guard into a scattered 
organization that was never designed 
to come together and work as a unit. 
The system works. Commanders in 
remote areas have usually spent their 
lives in that area and have little 

GUANACASTE PROVINCE 

contact with their superiors in San 
Jose. There isn't much reason to 
contact the leaders in the capital; they 
get only the most basic of funds and 
supplies from them. 

Enlistment in the CDF is purely 
voluntary and it's a wonder that the 
rural areas get as many recruits as they 
do. The government gives them only 
uniforms and a small paycheck of 7,000 
co/ones (about $140) a month. Land for 
the command post and the little 
outposts on the border are donated by 
sympathetic ranchers. Only the main 
border station of Pena Blancas, located 
on the Pan-American Highway, is 
owned by the government. 

Although the president of Costa 
Rica is the commander in chief of all 
security forces, the civil guard comes 
under the adminstrative jurisdiction of 
the minister of public security. It 
doesn't stop there, though. Allocation 
of funds comes from the minister of 
finance via estimates prepared by the 
minister of the interior and training 
comes under control of the minister of 
the presidency. To say that the 
system is cumbersome is an 
understatement, but it clearly shows 
the lengths that the government is 
willing to go in order to prevent the 
military from gaining any kind of hold 
on the country. 

Major Guevara had little concern for 
the intricacies of big-city politics. Like 
most of the officers and men in the 
Comando de/ Norte the major was 
bom in Guanacaste Province and his 
family still lived there. Protecting the 
border area from the Sandinistas is 
their only concern. And they are more 
than willing to do the job in the face of 
overwhelming odds. The most obvious 
challenge facing the 300-man CDF on 
the northwestern frontier is the 
presence of some four or five 
Sandinista militia battalions 
commanded by Cubans with such 
expressive nicknames as "The Butcher 
of Angola." Few regular Sandinista 

I pondered that question and many 
others as I sat folded like a parachute 
in the back seat of the tiny Cessna 

COSTA RICA 

Guard at a remote outpost scans a 
Sandinista trenchllne just over the 
border. 
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units are on the Costa Rican border -
they are guarding Managua or facing 
the Honduran border. ' 

Another challenge that makes life 
hard for the CDF is one that should 
be easier to remedy. It's a lack of 
supplies. At the main barracks outside 
La Cruz, Major Guevara's hand 
gestured over the expanse of 
farmland and buildings that lay before 
us. "All this was donated by a rancher 
who doesn't want to see this area 
turned into a DMZ. We grow all our 
own food in those fields." And what 

food they can't grow is bought with 
money raised by a mariaqhi band 
made up of CDF men who play at 
dances and functions around the 
area. 

Even the buildin,g materials for the 
barrac~s are donated by the people in 
the area - none of it comes from the 
government in San Jose. And if the 
soldiers aren't patrolling the wild 
country along the border, they're 
helping .to put up the buildings at tl:le 
base. 

Basic supplies are taken for granted 
by military men all over the world. But 
in Costa Rica they're a luxury. 
Everything from ponchos to penicillin 
is hard to come by .f- the CDF simply 
doesn't have anything. I can readily 
sympathize with anyone stuck out in 

I 

Major Guevara, second In commmand 
of Costa Rica's northwestern sector, 

'-~pitomizes this country's morale and 
-aetermination. 



the rain without rain gear so I did the 
only honorable thing: I gave the major 
my poncho. 

As night dropped onto the quiet 
landscape, the major asked if I 
wanted to see the border outposts in 
the morning. Of course I did, but there 
hadn't yet been a time to bring it up 
diplomatically. Memories of the 
secrecy and bureaucratie red tape in 
other Cenfral American countries 
made me leery of coming right out 
and asking. Major Guevara read my 

mind, though. "This is an open 
country. We have no secrets here." 

Morning burst on the horizon with a 
fury - an unusual occurrence during 
the rainy season - but I wasn't going 
to waste time marveling at nature's 
idiosyncracies. Our jeep sped off to 
the deep forests along the border. 

The first outpost lies on the 
westernmost point of the coast where 
the Nicaraguan-Costa Rican border 
begins. It's a lonely concrete hut 
sitting back from the barren beach 
and manned by seven men with very 
few supplies . . . and no binoculars -
a dangerous oversight considering the 
open terrain and close proximity of a 
Sandinista battalion (don't they 
operate in units smaller than 
battalions around here?). 

The lieutenant in command of the 
base explained the situation. "We 
patrol half the border up to where it 
angles to the east One other outpost 
of six men is located at the other end 
of our patrol area and they share the 
duty." Thirteen men is not an 
overwhelming force to keep a lid on 
the 15-kilometer-long strip of border. 

Using a borrowed pair of binoculars, 
the lieutenant pointed out to me two 
Sandinista sentries standing outside 
of a trenchline about 800 meters in 
front of us. "They are very careful 
about keeping on their side of the 
border, but at night they often infiltrate 
men into our country. " 

Two nights before, someone had 
fired automatic weapons near the 
house of one of the big landowners. 
No one was sure who had done it, but 
the soldiers said the fire sounded like 
A Ks. 

An important part of Sandinista 
strategy along the northwest border 
involves scaring away as many of the 
farmers and ranchers in the area as 

Prepatrol planning. Outpost commander 
hands out weapons. 



62 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE FEBRUARY 86 



Camera-shy Sandinista border guards 
tried their best to keep their faces out of 
SOF. 

possible. They do it by sending 
militiamen disguised as campesinos 
into Costa Rica where they try to get 
jobs on the ranches. Their mission is 
to spread lies about an imminent U.S. 
invasion in hope that the area can be 
turned into a vast no-man's land. 

But the ruse has only been partially 
successful. A few of the smaller 
ranchers have sold out at ridiculously 
low prices and moved to other parts 
of the country, but most have stayed. 
It will take more than Sandinista 
mischief to destroy their morale. 

CDF G-2 has proved adept at 
finding who is a real refugee and who 
is a troublemaker. Every day they pick 
up Nicaraguans .wandering the roads 
looking for asylum and a job. G-2 
takes them to La Cruz where they · 
undergo two days of interrogation 
before a decision is made. While I 
was there, a pair of Nicaraguans went 
through the process. All I saw the 
next morning was the two of them in a 
jeep headed back to the border. 
Apparently G-2 was convinced they 
were phonies - they weren't talking 
though. 

The second and third outposts 
along the Comando def Norte's 
tactical area of responsibility were 
more remote than the first. No 
leisurely jeep ride here. What passed 
for a road was a tattered ribbon of dirt 
knotted through tangled jungle. During 
the rainy season, the outposts can 
expect to be resupplied only by mule 
- a vehicle has no hope of busting 
through the quagmire that springs into 
being with any big rain . 

The outpost of La Brisas 
materialized out of the tangled jungle 
- a tiny concrete and corrugated iron 
shack tucked into the corner of a 
small landowner's ranch. Three 
tired-looking horses lounged lazily in 
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the shade as their campesino owners 
whittled wood in the doorway. These 
men were paid nothing. They received 
only food and a place to stay, and 
their job was to help intercept 
Sandinista infiltrators. 

Once again, the lieutenant in 
command cit the outpost strode out to 
meet us. His six-man squad had just 
returned from a patrol along the 
border and his men were too tired to 
move around much. Until I dragged 
out my camera for a few photos, that 
is. Then they all moved like magnets 
toward whatever subject I chose to 
photograph. 

Major Guevara briefed me on the 
patrol procedures for the border. 
"Each squad stays at the outpost for 
two weeks. Then when the resupply 
vehicle comes, another team moves 
in and these men go back to La Cruz 
for some rest. " 

Next stop, La Libertad, the last 
remote outpost along the Nicaraguan 
border. As our jeep careened along 
the trail, the major yelled greetings to 
the children walking along the side. 
He knew them all. One cluster of 
children clamored for a ride and we 
stopped to pick them up. They lived in 
the little ranch near the end of the 
road - exactly where we were 
headed. It was their family who had 
donated the land for the outpost. 

This place was nice. The men's 
quarters were larger and the field of 
vision was better than the previous 
outposts. Only a few miles away, the 
vast expanse of Lake Nicaragua 
shimmered for as far as the eye could 
see. And on its shores we could see 
tendrils of smoke rising from the 
Sandinista camp. How many soldiers 
were camped there? You guessed it: 
a battalion. 

Half of the eight troopers prepared 
for a routine patrol along the border. 
One of the men brought out web gear 
and another rifles and for the first time 
I saw them up close. Some were 

Galils ·-that was all right, but the 
majority of them were the Taiwanese 
Type 65, a Far Eastern rip-off of the 
M16 (see "Made in Taiwan," SOF, 
August 1984). Since I was well aware 
of the poor reputation that had 
dogged this rifle, I asked what the 
soldiers thought of it. To a man, they 
despised it. Most of them complained 
of its tendency to jam and its 
inaccuracy. The government must 
have gotten a good deal on a big 
batch of them. 

Only one more stop on this 
whirlwind tour - no-man's land along 
the Pan-American Highway. At least 
that's what they call it in the trash put 
out by the "peace" groups. In real life, 
the area separating Costa Rica from 
Nicaragua was a strip about 15 
meters wide - there wasn't even a 
gate. The CDF had about 20 men 
stationed there and the soldier who 

Continued on page 121 

A grave threat to Sandinista security: 
this old man stands guard at the border 
station on the Pan-American Highway. 

Taiwanese T-65 rip-off of the M16 gets 
the thumbs-down from Costa Rican 
troopers. 
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SOI~ MOZAMBIQUE 

REN AMO 
Winning One in Africa 
by Jack Wheeler 

My introduction to the mysterious 
guerrillas of RENAMO (Resistencia 

Nacional de M0<;ambicana), the Mozam­
bique National Resistance or MNR, was 
sobering. It was late in the afternoon of 13 
June 1985. I had crossed into Mozambique 
from a neighboring black African country 
some hours earlier, secretly paddling in a 
bark canoe across a muddy river that forms 
the border. After hiking some 10 miles 
through the dry bush, my two guides indi­
cated we were approaching a Renamo 
camp. 

Finally, I thought. This was my fourth 
attempt in two years to get in here and see 
these people, and at last I was doing it. 

When a shot rang out from the trees 
ahead, I didn't think much of it- probably 
a sentry notifying others ofour arrival. I was 
wrong. When I walked into the camp, a 
grisly scene awaited me. An executioner 
had fired the shot, not a sentry, performing 
the coup de grace upon a captured spy of 
FRELIMO (Mozambique Liberation 
Front), the Soviet-backed Marxist insurgen­
cy that had gained power upon Mozam­
bique's independence from Portugal in 
1975. 

The dead spy had just been decapitated 
with a machete. As the headless corpse was 
being carried off, a Renamo soldier picked 
up the head, with the left temple blown 

64 SOLDIER OF FORTUNI! 

Renamo patrol moves through the dense 
Mozambique bush. FPLM troops rarely 
conduct field operations, but prefer the 
safety of heavily defended bases. 

away by the executioner's bullet, and held it 
up to me. 

"I do not think," he said with a relaxed 
smile, ''that we will have trouble from Fre­
limo spies for a while." 

The commander of the camp, Command­
er Fujao, ordered the soldier holding the 
head to place it on a stake by the nearest road 
as a warning to any other Frelimo agents 
who might be in the area. 

A table covered with a clean red-and­
white checked tablecloth and surrounded 
with makeshift wooden chairs had been set 
up. Fujao gestured for me to sit down. 

'' If President Dhlakama [Afonso Dhlaka­
ma, president and chief military command­
er of Renamo] hears of this, he will be so 
angry he may want to put my head on a 
stake," Fujao explained. "The president 
says above all we must never terrorize the 
local people, that the local villagers should 
look at us as their friend and protector from 
Frelimo tyranny. 

"But when we captured this man spying 
on us, he confessed to being a Frelimo sol­
dier. He was not a local villager, although 
he was pretending to be one. Since our job is 

to kill Frelimo soldiers, we killed him." 
Fujao was an impressive-looking man. 

His skin as sleek and blue-black as gun 
metal , spikes of Rastafarian dreadlocks 
made his hair look like a nest of tarantulas, 
and muscles bulged out of a maroon knit 
shirt. A captured Soviet pistol hung in a 
holster around his trim waist. He was 31 
years old and had been with Renamo for 
four years. Before that he had worked in a 
restaurant in Beira. When his father 
incurred the wrath of a local Frelimo official 
and disappeared, he joined the resistance. 

He shrugged his shoulders and smiled. 
" Now . . . welcome to our camp, welcome 
to Renamo. Would you like something to 
eat?" 

I said yes, and someone brought me a 
bowl of nzima, com porridge. Fujao con­
tinued to talk with my two guides, black 
Mozambicans who were Renamo agents in 
the neighboring country. They spoke in Por­
tuguese , the lingua franca between all 
Mozambican tribes. One of my guides 

A TOUGH ROAD TO 
WALK 

Dr. Jack Wheeler is an adventurer -
par excellence. Wanderlust bit the native 
Californian early: At 14 he climbed the 
Matterhorn, lived with Amazon 
headhunters at 16, and hunted a man­
eating tiger at the ripe old age of 17. 

Along the line he acquired a B:A. in 
anthropology at UCLA and Ph.D. in 
philosophy from USC while continuing 
to explore the wilds of Outer Mongolia, 
Russian Central Asia, the Sahara, Viet­
nam, and the jungles of Africa and South 
America. 

Not one to rest on his laurels, Wheeler 
also tracked cannibals in New Guinea, 
retraced Hannibal's route over the alps 
- replete with two elephants - and 
made the Guinness Book of World Rec­
ords for the most northerly parachute 
jump at 90 North - the very top of the 
world. 

During 1983 and 1984, he had the 
opportunity to combine his background 
in both adventure and philosophy by 
traveling around the world on a research 
grant studying anti-Soviet democratic 
liberation movements. 

Wheeler made contact wiih the FON 
contras, Afghan mujahideen, Savimbi's 
UNITAin Angola, KPNLF guerrillas in 
Cambodia, Karens in Burma, and resis­
tance leaders in Laos, Ethiopia, and 
Mozambique - and came away con­
vinced that there is an emerging rejec­
tion of Soviet imperialism throughout 
the Third World. 

Wheeler's recent trek into Mozam­
bique to meet with anti-Marxist Renamo 
forces made him the first American ci­
vilian to do so, and helped confinn his 
thesis that black Africa is getting tired of 
the Russian bear trampling its bush. 
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spoke passable English, however, and so 
was able to translate for me. 

As I finished the porridge, my guides said 
they had to go back across the border. Soon 
I was alone with Fujao and his men. A 
guerrilla in a ragged shirt with an AK-47 
slung over his back began to sweep the area 
clean of bloodstains on the ground, using a 
handful of twigs. 

The first time I tried to get into rebel-held 
Mozambique, I was warned not to do so by 
the National Security Council at the White 
House. I was on my initial field research 
study of anti-Soviet insurgencies in 1983, 
funded by a grant from the Reason Founda~ 
tion. Having just returned from going inside 
Nicaragua with the contras, I was in Teguci­
galpa, Honduras, on my way to Europe. My 
goal was Pakistan, a jumping-off point to 
try and get into Afghanistan with the mu­
jahideen. Next would come Africa. I called 
up a friend of mine at the White House to let 
him know what I had seen. 

"I have an important message for you," 
he said. "That place south of Europe 
[Mozambique] that you're planning to visit 
after seeing our turbaned friends [the 
Afghans]. The other side [the Soviets] 
knows you're coming. Do not go in ... 
repeat . .. do not go in." 

When I got to Nairobi, where my initial 
underground Renamo contact was located, I 
debated whether or not to see him. I had 
known the man who had given me the warn­
ing as a close friend for 17 years, so I knew 
it was given in good faith. Yet something 
didn't smell right, and when you are out in 
the world contacting and living with secret 
guerrilla armies, the one thing you have to 
trust is your sense of smell. Besides, I had 
never been any good at taking orders. I 
called the Renamo contact. 

I ended up getting to know a number of 
Renamo leaders in three black African 
countries neighboring Mozambique. They 
were, however, unable to get me in '83, and 
again in '84, due to a number of complica­
tions, not the least of which was the security 
problem of white skin. If I were black, they 
could have slipped me inside easily, but a 
white man does rather stick out in rural 
black Africa. 

In September of 1984, I spent two weeks 
along the Mozambique border waiting for a 
Renamo patrol to come and take me inside. 
It never came - too much fighting in the 
area with government troops - and I didn't 
get in. When I got to Rio de Janeiro I called 
my White House friend, who told me I was 
in trouble. 

''The president has been given an intelli­
gence report detailing that you entered 
Mozambique after being warned not to,'' he 
said. " The report said you were captured by 
Frelirno soldiers, who released you because 
you claimed you were working directly for 
the White House. What do you have to 
say?" 

I laughed so hard the tears rolled down 

Newest Soldier of Fortune camouOage is 
field-tested by a Renamo soldier. 
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my face and I couldn' t say anything at all. 
When I got him to understand that I never 
stepped across the border although I sure 
was trying, and that no one with an IQ 
exceeding 85 could believe such a childish­
ly contrived story, it was his tum to laugh. 
But it was a bitter laugh, for now he knew he 
had been set up by the Mozambique lobby in 
the State Department - a lobby desperately 
seeking support for the communist govern­
ment of Mozambique and possessing a liter·· 
ally hysterical hostility to Renamo. 

This hostility seems bizarre only if one 
thinks the purpose of the State Department 
is to diplomatically defend the national in­
terests of the United States and to diplomati­
cally uphold the moral values for which 
America stands . The mystery vanishes by 
never forgetting that the State Department is 
a bureaucracy - and the primary purpose of 
any bureaucracy is to perpetuate and en­
hance itself. 

State has evidently convinced itself that it 
will be a wonderfully prestigious feather in 
its bureaucratic cap for it to "wean away" 
(State's own phrase) the communist ruler of 
Mozambique, Samora Machel, from the 
Soviets into the " American camp" with its 
great diplomatic skills and promises of vast 
foreign aid, bank loans and IMF credits -
which is, of course, precisely what we need: 
another blood-stained dictator on our side. 

What I finally was able to do in 1984 was 
interview Afonso Dhlakama by radio from a 
neighboring country in southern Africa. 
When I asked him about this effort of 
State's, he called it "a very foolish and 
naive dream.'' Such dreams have become 
characteristic of State's outlook toward the 
world. 

Jonas Savimbi [leader of the UNIT A guer­
rillas in Angola] once told me that "It is the 
Third World that has to give the West the 
courage to oppose the Soviet Union and stand 
up for its ideals, not the other way around- to 
provide a cure for what Solzhenitsyn calls 
'The Western Disease.' ' ' Nowhere is this dis­
ease more pervasive and advanced than within 
the U.S . State Department. 

The two most pronounced symptoms of 
the disease, which the foreign service estab­
lishment chronically exhibits when dealing 
with the Soviet Union and its allies, are 
terminal naivete and terminal testicular 
atrophy . And nowhere are these symptoms 
more fulminant than in State's policy to­
ward Mozambique and Dhlakama's 
Mozambique National Resistance. 

The son of a paramount chief of the Chan­
gane-Ndau tribe, Afonso Dhlakama was 
born on New Year's Day in 1953 at the town 
of Chiba Bava in Sofala province. At age 
17, Afonso was recruited by his uncle 
Samuel to join Frelimo. It was March of 
1972 (Samuel Dhlakama is presently with 
the ministry of health in Maputo), and 
Afonso had just deserted from the Portu­
guese colonial army. He had been con­
scripted the year before after finishing 
school at the Zohue Catholic Mission Semi­
nary in Tete province. 

Frelimo had been formed by a uniting of 
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Losers don't laugh. Author notes that 
morale among Renamo troops is at an 
all-time high in light of their military 
successes against Frelimo. 

three Mozambique nationalist movements, 
MANU of Dr. Eduardo Mondlane, UDE­
NAMO of Adelino Gwambe and Fanuel 
Mahluza , and UNAMI of the Rev. Urias 
Simango, in June 1962, in Oar es Salaam, 
Tanzania, with Mondlane as its leader. An 
armed campaign against Portuguese colo­
nial rule was initiated in 1964. 

Both Mondlane - a U.S .-educated 
physician and official with the United Na­
tions - and Frelimo' s military·commander, 
Filipe Magaia, were opposed to Marxism, 
and were particularly suspicious of the 
Soviets. A rivalry developed between 
Magaia and Samora Machel, a stridently 
fanatic Maoist who had joined Frelimo in 
1963. In October 1966, Machel had his 
supporters murder Magaia, whereupon he 
assumed Magaia's position. When a pro­
Soviet faction of Frelimo led by Marcellino 
dos Santos assassinated Mondlane on 3 
February 1969, Machel switched from 
Maoist to Soviet Marxist, becoming, with 
Soviet backing, the overall political and 
military leader of Frelimo. The liberation 
movement was transformed into a "Revolu­
tionary Van guard," and any leaders still 

clinging to Mondlane's original goals of 
pluralistic democratic tolerance, and not 
espousing Soviet Marxism-Leninism, were 
either killed or expelled. 

The Soviet connection was well-hidden 
from teenage recruits like Dhlakama, who 
joined Frelimo to fight for an independent 
and democratic Mozambique, free from 
Portuguese rule. Afonso received his mili­
tary training at Nachingwa in southern Tan­
zania and was sent to Frelimo's Marrupa 
Central Base in Niassa province in July 
1973. From there he was promoted to com­
pany commander at Cuengwere Base, in 
Niassa. Independence came in June 1975, 
with the communist government of Vasco 
Goncalves in Lisbon - having seized pow­
er in a coup the previous year - eager to 
turn Mozambique over to Soviet-sponsored 
Frelimo. Dhlakama was appointed head of 
logistics for the Frelimo army in Sofala 
province, and from his vantage point in 
Beira for the ensuing two years saw that his 
country had not gained independence at all, 
but had merely switched from being a col­
ony of Portugal to being a colony of the 
Soviet Union. 

And being a Soviet colony was unimagi­
nably worse. Machel's attempt to transform 
the country into a Soviet Marxist society 
resulted in a "Reign of Red Terror" that 
paralleled on a smaller scale the one the 
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Khmer Rouge was conducting at the same 
time in Cambodia. The Mozambican people 
- exhausted and desperate for the peace 
and freedom Frelimo promised them - dis­
covered that Samora Machel was Africa's 
answer to Pol Pot. 

Shortly after independence, Machel insti­
tuted a Campaign Against Prostitution and 
Banditry. The first wave of arrests netted 
15,000 people. One of those arrested was 
Antonio Isaac of Louren~o Marques (the 
capital, subsequently renamed by Machel as 
Maputo). 

"In November 1975," he has testified, 
"on coming out of the cinema, I found 
Frelimo trucks outside. Near the lorry, sol­
diers of the people's militia could be seen 
arresting almost everyone coming out of the 
cinema. People without any documents 
were arrested for vagrancy and those with 
their identification papers were accused of 
being 'reactionaries.' I did not have papers 
with me, so I was taken in as a vagrant.'' 

The Mozambican people were told by 
Machel that he had uncovered countless 
"enemies of the people" in their midst, 
entire classes of them in fact. These were, 
according to Machel, the internal 
bourgeois, the reactionary, the imperialist, 
and the colonial agent. In order to correctly 
"mobilize and organize the masses," 
Machel told them, these enemies must be 
ruthlessly rooted out. It was a citizen's 
''revolutionary duty'' to inform the govern­
ment who enemies were, even if they were 
members of one's family. Thousands were 
denounced as former agents of PIDE, the 
Portuguese colonial secret service. 

When jails overflowed, Machel set up a 
number of' 're-education centers'' - seven in 
Niassa province alone. These were concentra­
tion camps that Machel called "laboratories 
for the transformation of man." The camps 
were run by SNASP (the Popular National 
Security Service), trained and organized by 
East Germans, and which also operated the 
"People's Revolutionary Military Tribu­
nals,'' responsible for filling up the laborato­
ries with "infiltrados" (fifth-columnists) and 
''counterrevolutionary parasites.'' 

Antonio Isaac was sent to the Mitelela 
camp near Lichinga in Niassa province, 
where he, as all other prisoners, did forced 
manual labor from 0400 to 1700 every day, 
with one single meal per day at 1400 con­
sisting of filthy com porridge and rotten 
beans (his description is eerily similar to the 
Khmer Rouge camps). Anyone attempting 
to escape, seen as lazy or insubordinate, or 
incurring the displeasure of the camp com­
manders for any reason was summarily 
shot. 

Most infamous of all the concentration 
camps set up by Machel were the extermina­
tion centers of Chaiamite and Ruarua in 
Caho Delgado province. The Rev. Daniel 
Sithole, Deacon of the Sao Leonardo Catho­
lic Parish at Mussorize, Manica province, 
was sentenced to Ruarua for protesting the 
arrest of his parishioners. His portrait of 
conditions at Ruarua, or "Mozambique D" 
is chilling. 
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"Every morning, instead of breakfast, 
prisoners get six strokes of the cane each. At 
noon they get 12 and before retiring to cells 
at night they get 20 strokes of the cane. This 

' is done every day. 
"When the security men come to inspect 

the underground cells, they usually point 
the muzzles of their guns to the cells and just 
open fire against anybody they choose to 
kill. Fellow prisoners are not supposed to 
remove the body without the order to do so. 
The body remains in the cell for two to three 
days when order comes from the command 
post to remove the dead body. The body is 
not buried. It is taken and thrown away near 
the camp. The decomposing flesh. is eaten 
by hyenas and other wild animals at night.'' 

As the Rev. Sithole reports, the skulls 
and bones of thousands of Machel' s victims 
are today strewn over the plain at Ruarua, 
bleaching in the African sun. Intelligence 
estimates state that between 200,000 to 
300,000 Mozambicans have been impris­
oned in Machel's gulag, in which well over 
75,000 have died. 

This was not the society Dhlakama 
fought to achieve. He looked around in hor­
ror at Machel' s social engineering with its 
camps and the wholesale attempt to destroy 
the tribal way of life by forcing villagers 
into communal farms (similar to Julius Nye­
rere's failed Ujamaa system in Tanzania). 
He saw the Khmer Rouge policy of forcing 
thousands of "unemployed parasites" and 
"marginals" in the cities into completely 
undeveloped remote countryside, dumping 
them into an area of straight bush to build a 

ZAMBIA 

ZIMBABWE 

village and farm land from scratch. 
Dhlakama was all too well aware of the 

East German spy and informer network 
which kept anyone from trusting a fellow 
citizen, even a brother or a son, and the 
endless and ubiquitous force-feeding of 
childish Marxist propagada. Behind it all, 
he saw the Soviet Russians running every­
thing, ordering Mozambicans around as 
chattel - a situation far worse than it ever 
was under the Portuguese. 

Dhlakama decided he had to fight again. 
But how and with whom? It was then he 

decided to find Orlando Cristina, a white 
Portuguese whose family had been in 
Mozambique for generations (Portugal first 
established a colony in Mozambique in 
1500). Cristina had been a big game hunter 
and guide in Niassa province. He joined 
Frelimo in Tanzania in 1963, as did many 
white Mozambicans who sympathized with 
the democratic ideals of Dr. Mondlane 
(Machel would later accuse him of being a 
PIDE agent, but a contact of mine who was 
his personal assistant for many years is sure 
this is false). Becoming increasingly dis­
affected from Frelimo after Mondlane's 
murder, any remaining illusions he had 
were shattered during the months of transi­
tion government prior to independence 
when Frelimo got its first taste of govern­
ment power. 

Machel's first project was the systematic 
elimination of the black and white middle 
class of Mozambique. So many knocks on 
the door late at night came at the residences 
of businessmen or property owners - with 
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the man being told he was an enemy· of the 
people, shot dead on the spot, and his family 
told his (and their) property now belonged 
to the government-that Frelimo terrorized 
90 percent of the 260,000 Portuguese set­
tlers into a mass exodus from Mozambique 
back to Portugal. 

Of all those whose property was ex­
propriated , perhaps the wealthiest was the 
industrialist Jorge Jardim, whom Cristina 
had come to know while acting as his guide 
on big game hunts. Jardim agreed to finance 
Christina in setting up a radio station called 
Vaz da Africa Livre, the Voice of Free 
Africa, which started broadcasting from 
Rhodesia in June 1976. Since Frelimo was 
giving sanctuary and support to Robert 
Mugabe's and Joshua Nkomo's guerrillas 
operating from Mozambique into Rhodesia, 
Prime Minister Ian Smith was happy to 
allow Portuguese radio broadcasts from his 
country denouncing the communist tyranny 
in Mozambique. 

(Smith was, in fact, conducting a border 
war with Frelimo. His Selous Scouts and 
SAS troops conducted extensive cross­
border ·anti-terrorist raids, while Angolan­
bom Colonel Costa Campos led a group of 
Mozambican refugees called the Flechas 
[Arrows], who were responsible for a num­
ber of atrocities upon Mozambican villagers 
near the Rhodesian border. Campos at­
tempted to recruit Cristina, who subse­
quently disagreed with his methods, and 
dissociated himself from Campos .) 

After listening to the clandestine broad­
casts of Voice of Free Africa, Dhlakama 
made his decision . Gaining a safe-conduct 
pass to Maskeponda on the border under the 
pretense of initiating a plan to stop Frelimo 
deserters escaping out of the country (a 
document signed and stamped by Frelimo 
Party headquarters was necessary for any­
one to travel anywhere in Mozambique), be 
left Beira in June of 1977. Frelimo claimed 
Dhlakama was caught embezzling army 
funds and cashiered; totally fabricated 
charges in keeping with its policy of calling 
any opponent a thief, robber, counter­
revolutionary, colonial fascist, imperialist 
agent, and CIA spy.) 

He was also looking for a man he had once 
met in Beira, hoping he bad made it to 
Rhodesia as well. Cristina brought Dhlakarna 
to a remarkable young man, Andre Matadi 
Matsangaisse, from Chirawa in Manica prov­
ince, and who is revered today as Commander 
Andre, the founder of Renamo. 

Having fought extensively with Frelimo 
against the Portuguese, Matsangaisse was 
assigned to the Engineering Corps in Beira 
upon independence. Shortly thereafter, 
however, Matsangaisse, a charismatic and 
fiery orator, began denouncing the new re­
gime for bringing a dictatorship instead of 
democracy to his country. When he tried to 
organize a protest movement among his fel­
low soldiers, he was arrested and sent to the 
Sacuza concentration camp in Sofala 
province. 

When he escaped from Sacuza in October 
1976, Matsangaisse managed to gather 
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REVOLUTIONARY 
HISTORY 

Portuguese colonialism in Africa end­
ed on 25 April 1974 when the Lisbon 
government was overthrown by a social­
ist military coup. Along with other hold­
ings in Africa - notably Angola -
Mozambique was granted full independ­
ence the next year. 

And everyone lived happily ever af~ 
ter, right? Wrong, as usual, 

In the endless, vicious cycle of tribal­
ism, guerrilla war, Marxism, and fac­
tional jockeying for power, Mozam­
bique was already headed for trouble 
well before its independence from Por­
tugal. 

In the early 1960s, the fervor of black 
nationaJism ca11ght fire in Mozambique 
resulting i11 thefomiation of three move­
ments dedicat"d to independence. A 
meeting in Dar es Salaam, Tanzania, in 
June 1962 eoalesced the three oi;:ganiza­
tions into FRELIMO (Front for the Lib­
eration of Mozambique) under Dr. 
Eduardo Mondlane. 

Mondlane proved to be an adept lead­
er, and in the face of Portuguese refusal 
to grant full autonomy, he initiated guer­
rilla warfare in early 1964. His primary 
base of operations~ teday a REN AMO 
stronghold - was the Cabo Delgado 
ptovince in northern Mozambique. 
Cabo Delgado borders Tanzania and 
Malawi , and was never controlled by the 
Portuguese. 

Frelimo's early ventures against th~ 
60,000 Portuguese army troops sta­
tioned in Mozambique were only margi­
nally successful, but enough so to begin 
to fray the threads of Portuguese control. 

And, as is so often the case, internal 
dissent also nearly unwrapped the fabric 
which bound Frelimo. Many senior 
leaders defected to the Portuguese, and 
jealousy over control broke out into in­
ternecine strife. Mondlane, although a 
fierce black nationalist, w~ also unwill­
ing to accept Marxism as the philosophy 
for his new government. He was assas­
sinated by bomb in 1969 in Dar es 
Salaam by pro-Soviet members ofFreli­
mo, and final control of the organization 
fell to Samora Moises Machel in 1970. 

Machel, a Maoist turned expedient 
Marl\,ist-Leninist, quickly went to the 
Soviets for logistical support - which 
was just.as quickly forthcoming. Cou­
pled with the Portuguese governmefit's 
indecision over Mozambique's future, 
Portuguese army conscripts - most of 
whom had no desire to fight in Africa in 
the first place - rarely went on offen­
sive operatioll$ and preferred to laager in 
defensive bases. This allowed the 7 ,000-
man Frelimo force, in many cases by 
Portuguese default, to gain control of 
northern and central Mozambique by the 
early "Jos, 

Concurrently, the Rhodesian civil war 
had spilled over into Mozambique's 
western common border area. Machel, 
supporting the Soviet/Red Chinese­
backed Patriotic Front (the strange­
bedfellows coalition of black Rhodesian 
mttionalists) allowed Robert Mugabe's 
military wing, ZANLA, to operate from 

. bases ~nside Mozambique against 
Rhodesian forces . In return, Mugabe 
promised to aid Frelimo's fight against 
the Portuguese. 

Just prior to Portugal's divestiture of 
Mozambique in 1975, it became in­
creasingly hard to tell the players with­
out a score card. Frelimo was receiving 
logistical support and military ad:visers 
from theSoviets, East Germans, Bulgar­
ians and Cubans - as well as from such 
"neutral" countries as Sweden - and 
tactical assistance in the form of half­
ttained ZANLA troops. Arrayed against 
this force was the crumbling .Rortugriese 
colonial army supported in part by 
Rhodesian security forces, and clandes­
tinely by South Africa. The Rhedesians 
were more interested in dismantling 
Mugabe's ZANLA military structure, 
but Machel's Frelimo often became 
prime targets when they operated with or 
supported Rhodesian terrorists. 

Dhlakama's Renamo is gaining 
momentwn throughout Mozambique. A 
large-scale attack on Renamo 
headquarters in mid-1985 ended hL 
defeat - ror demoraliud FPLM and 
supporting Zimbabwe National ~Y 
troops. 

nteda Resistencia Nacional MocambicanJ ~ 
Supremo das f~irGas da RENAM ----
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the signing of the United States-backed 
Nkomati Accord between Mozambique 
and South Africa. . .. 

In essence, Nkomati stated that the 
South Africans would discontinue their 
support for Renamo in return for 
MacheJ ' s pledge tb,at Mozambique 
would not be used to provide bases for 
anti-Soutlf' Africarl\ · ANC tel'forist 
greups. This agreement has been hon­
eted to a Clegree by both sides'. me 
activities have been ctittailed in Mozam­
bique, and the South Africans deny that 
thJ:Y still suppon Renamo. . 

Renamo does, however, contmue to 
receive some aid from Middle Eastern 
and other African sources. With increas­
ing attacks against RPLM forces , Re­
namo's su!?flY reserve has also been bol­
stered with a variety of captured equip­
ment, and tbey continue to receive sup­
port from the people of Mozambique . 
.;Dhlaka~a's Renamo, barring any un­

forseen sleight.-of-hand from the U.S . 
State Department, appears to have a 
good chance of winning their battle 
against Macbel's Mru;icist dictalorsbip. 
Current inteUigence estimates put Re­
namo forces af' between 15 ,000 and 
20,000 combat . troops versus some 
36,ooo FPtM and Soviet bloc advisers. 

Morale among FPLM troops is at an 
all-time low, and defections to Renamo 
have become common:. Such is the state 
of .Macbel's armed forces that they are 
unable to defend the huge Cabora Bassa 
hydroelectric dam in tbe north ~ortugal 
ha& offere<I to send a · specially trained 
security force to protect its investtnent in 
the dam), and require the assistance of 
20,000 Ziwbabwean NatiQnal Anny 
troops to protect the oil and railroad sup­
ply line from Sofala (Beirlf) in Mozam­
bique to Mutare (Umtali) in Zimbabwe. 

'Mozambique, as much as South Afri­
ca; holds the key to the future of south­
ern Africa. K democtatic Mozambique, 
in concert with an Angola under UN­
ITA' s Jonas Savimbi , could control 
Marxist Zimbabwe's supply .Jines -
forcmg Mugabe and his successors to toe 
a Jl10re pro-Western liiie. 

Should this situation occur wit;!lin the 
relatively near future -"-- and the poten­
. tial for it exists - mucll of the pressure 
Qn strategic South Africa would be 
lifted, giving them the time and border 
security necessary to formulate a reason­
:able intemaJ.settlement. · 

Renamo is the linchpin to the entire 
process. Should Machel triumph, Zim­
babwe's supI!IY lines to the sea will be 
secured - as will be the Soviet bloc 
influence in both Zimbabwe and 
Mozambique: 

IfRenamo wins, bowever, the'Spread­
ingRed dawn over southern Africa may 
nev£:r e~tend ,beyond a wishful gJ.int in 
the eyes of Soviet policy-makers. 

~ John Coleman 

Bush fighters make do with what they have. 
Captured ComBloc weapons and expedient 
rafts still outflank the Soviets' best efforts to 
subjugate Mozambique. 

together a small band of disaffected Frelimo 
soldiers , leading them on a daring raid 
against Sacuza camp the following April to 
free his fellow former prisoners . The raid 
was successful and the camp overrun , 
whereupon he asked the liberated inmates to 
join him in a Second Struggle for National 
Liberation: " Frelimo has sold out the revo­
lution to the Soviet colonialists. Now we 
must fight for democracy and the independ­
.«nce of Mozambique all over again. Are 
you with me?" When they all shouted yes, 
the Mozambique National Resistance was 
born. 

Matsangaisse went to find the people be­
hind the Voice of Free Africa and ask them 
for help . ''You are doing much talking,'' he 
told Cristina when he met him, " and what 
your radio says is true . But we are willing 
not just to talk but to fight, to take up arms 
against Frelimo. Will you help us?" Cristi­
na got Jardim and other wealthy retomados 
(Portuguese Mozambicans who had fled to 
Portugal) to finance the purchase of arms , 
supplies, and the setting up of a sanctuary 
training camp at Odzi, just inside Rhodesia. 
It was as this was getting underway that 
Dhlakama arrived. A strong bond quickly 
developed between Dhlakama and Matsan­
gaisse, and soon he became the latter's 
second in command . 

There are conflicting reports regarding to 
what extent the fledgling resistance was 
trained by the Rhodesians . In an error­
riddled paper on ' 'The MNR'' (prepared for 
the Center for Strategic and International 
Studies at Georgetown) Africa scholar Col­
in Legum claims the role to be extensive and 
the argument is often made that the MNR or 
Renamo was created and totally controlled 
by the Rhodesian military . Yet in a book 
cited by Legum as a source , The Selous 
Scouts, by Colonel Ron Reid-Daly , com­
manderofthe Rhodesian Army's elite coun­
terinsurgency Selous Scouts, there is no 
mention of the " MNR" in the entire text. 

Continued on page 117 
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SOI~ PARAMILITARY 

STARLIGHT 
TRAINING 

CENTER 
Civvies Get Quick Taste 

of Boot Camp 

STRAINING his eyes to cut human shape 
from elusive shadows, Richard squinted 

in exhaustion, clutching a Colt AR-15 and 
waiting with his fellow students to ambush 
another patrol. The next instant he was back 
at his white collar job, trying to sign papers 
and buzzing his secretary because his pen 
wouldn 't write. With the buzz in his brain of 
an imaginary intercom, he shook himself 
back to the clinging reek of ripped, sweat­
soaked cammies. He realized he was fum­
bling to write in the dirt with a small stick. 

Uncontrollably, the ranger course student 
dozed again, returning to the suburban New 
York office desk from which he heads data 
processing for a large, well-known corpora­
tion. Reaching for a sheaf of letters to sign, 
the crackle of dry leaves once again woke 
him. Filtered through brambles, briars and 
scrub oaks above, dappled moonlight 
danced through his fingers as Richard 
groped in the leafy duff for paperwork that 
wasn't there. 

Six days with little rest- only an hour or 
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Claflin demonstrates sentry removal 
technique. 

two of slumber here and there in the final 
days - were definitely taking their toll, 
Richard later admitted as he recalled his 
semiconscious hallucinations during the 
home stretch at Starlight Training Center 
Inc . , a private paramilitary school. 

When he heard this and other stories of 
just how far he could push his students be­
fore they dropped, Harry Claflin, Star­
light's owner and director, stroked his mus­
tache and pointed beard, then gave a de­
vious grin of satisfaction. "What you've 
got- on that- is this incredible ability for 
the body to go a lot further and do a lot more 
than you think it can," he explained. "We 
push people here to their natural limits, and 
then try to redefine and expand those limits . 
This makes a person stronger, more confi­
dent. That 's our motto here: strength 
through confidence. ' ' 

In 15 years of running Starlight, which is 

spread over more than a hundred acres of 
rolling farmland in southwest Missouri, Claf­
lin has heard all the adrenalin rush and total 
exhaustion tales before. Hell, he 's lived them 
all before, during three Vietnam tours in 
Marine Corps Force Reconnaissance. 

Harry and I met in El Salvador. I'd also 
been out in the jungle with him in Nicara­
gua. His bushcraft expertise evoked my re­
spect and admiration, besides which it al­
ways made me feel a little safer when the 
bad guys were nearby. But I'd also seen 
how hard he can push trainees. Harry can be 
tough. 

I'm a career journalist and Harry's a pro­
fessional soldier, so he didn 't trust me at 
first. But after he got to know me a little bit, 
I think Harry decided I was a genuine 
slimeball. So I wasn't exactly elated in Au­
gust when I called the office from Jackson­
ville, N .C. , where I was on assignment at 
Camp Lejeune. Executive Editor Bill 
Guthrie told me I wouldn't be coming 
straight back to Boulder. 

" RKB wants you to stop in Missouri and 
take Harry Claflin's ranger course. Dr. 
Death says it'll be good for you,'' Bill said, 
referring to our beloved publisher. " Re­
member: what does not kill you will make 
you strong. You know. No pain , no gain." 

Guthrie laughed , then paused to get se­
rious. "And don ' t forget. No copy, no 
paycheck." 

Aye aye, sir. Accordingly, before leav­
ing Jacksonville, I dropped by to see Pete 
Wensil at Saigon Sam's , his surplus store 
across from 8th Marine headquarters, to 
pick up some gear I'd need . Pete quickly 
filled the bill. And I was off to Starlight 
Training Center, in RKB's mind to make a 
minimally small downpayment on my mili­
tary dues . 

Harry met me at the Joplin airport. He 
bears a noticeable resemblance to someone 
he really doesn't care for, Nicolai Vladimir 
Ilyich Ulyanov Lenin . I decided under the 
circumstances not to mention that to him. 
But if it's a sin to oppose communism, 
Harry will be the first to tell you that he's 
going straight to Hell when he dies . He's 
fought communist-backed insurgency 

Continued on page 114 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION . .. 

Ranger school is not the only type of 
instruction offered by Starlight Training 
Center Inc. Also on the curriculum are 
courses in basic firearms handling, de­
fensive combat shooting, long-range rifle 
shooting, survival weapons and their use, 
survival techniques and military-style 
basic and advanced parachuting. 

For further information on training 
schedules, programs and their costs , 
write: Harry Claflin, Director, Starlight 
Training Center Inc., Rt. 2 Box 68, 
Liberal, MO 64762 
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SOI~ WEAPONS 

CZ83 
Czech Pistol Checks Out 

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 

COMMUNIST Czechoslovakia's latest 
entry in the field of small arms is a 

so-called pocket pistol: the CZ 83 . It was 
ini tially introduced in caliber 7 .65mm (.32 
ACP), but SOF obtained the first specimen 
imported to the U.S . chambered for the 
more potent .380 ACP (9mm Kurz) car­
tridge. Nothing revolutionary here - just 
your basic PPK with every feature Walther 
should have added years ago. 

Modem Czech arms-making commenced 
with the formation of Ceskoslovenska Zbro­
jovka Akciova Spolecnost of Brno in 1922. 
Owned by the Czech government, Skoda 
Works and its employees (another Workers' 
Paradise) , their first serious effort was the 
ZB Model 1926 light machine gun. An ap­
plication of principles used in weapons such 
as the Berthier, BAR, Hotchkiss and 
Chatellerault, the ZB 26 moved forward to 
become the basis for the Bren light machine 
gun. Over th~ years the Czechs stayed on 
the front lines with the Vz 23, 24, 25 and 26 
submachine guns, Vz 58 assault rifle, 
BESA (Vz 37) tank machine gun, Vz 52 
LMG, Vz 59 GPMG and CZ 75 pistol (See 
"CZ 75," SOF, May '84). 

Double-action in design, the CZ 83 fires 
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by blowback without a locked breech. The 
barrel is permanently pinned to the frame, 
and with the exception of grip panels and 
several magazine components, construction 
is all steel. This said, we begin to depart 
from the Walther PP/PPK series . 

Hard beryl (aluminum beryllium silicate) 
plating covers the ejector, extractor, maga­
zine catch and some components in the trig­
ger mechanism (disconnector and hammer 
spring plunger) for wear resistance. Ex­
terior surfaces have been polished only 
moderately and tool marks abound in a man­
ner reminiscent of small arms manufactured 
in Europe during World War II. All parts, 
except those beryl-plated, have been salt 
blued. The top of the slide has been glass 
beaded to a matte surface. 

Beware: Future versions may feature a 
black enamel finish over phosphate . This 
painted finish now appears on all recently 
produced CZ 75 pistols - much to the 
consternation of collectors and shooters 
alike - and has increased the value of the 
older blued version by at least $300. 

The immediately obvious difference be­
tween the Walther pistols and the CZ 83 is in 
the grip portion of the frame, which is en-

The CZ 83 is a well-designed, reliable 
pistol, but is it really a "pocket" pistol? 

larged on the CZ to hold a higher-capacity 
magazine . PPK/S magazines hold seven 
cartridges in either 7.65mm or 9mm Kurz 
chamberings. The CZ 83 magazine will car­
ry fifteen 7.65mm rounds or thirteen 9mm 
Kurz cases. The price we pay is an increase 
in thickness of0. 125 inches over the PPK/S 
and a frame which is 0. 7 inches longer. 
With its 3.8-inch six-groove barrel the CZ 
83 has an overall length of 6.8 inches (6 .1 
inches for a PPK/S) . Width is l.4 inches and 
height five inches . Weight of the CZ 83 with 
an empty magazine is 26.25 ounces (23 
ounces for a stainless-steel PPK/S). When 
size and weight balloon on pistols of this 
type , they approach the bulk of the new 
breed of compact 9mm Parabellum 
weapons - such as the 12-rd . Smith & 
Wesson Model 469. Are they really pocket 
pistols then? (That may depend on the size 
of your pockets .) 

The single-position feed magazine has a 
steel body and spring accompanied by a 
plastic follower and an aluminum floorplate 
which is painted black. The floorpl ate is 
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Czechoslovakia's latest advance in the 
small-arms field is the CZ 83 pistol, shown 
here in caliber .380 ACP. 

0. 175 inches thick and serves to extend the 
front grip area of the frame. 

Located where it belongs - to the rear of 
the trigger guard - the magazine release is 
ambidextrous: There is a checkered release 
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button on each side of the trigger guard. 
This is excellent , except that the grip 
panels ' finger swells rise above the release 
button and require a grip shift to change 
magazines. Empty magazines fall cleanly 
when released. 

A slide stop lever, missing on the PP/PPK 
series , is conveniently located on the left 
side of the frame where it can be easily 

manipulated with the right thumb without 
altering the grip position. Since the maga­
zine follower is cut for a hold-open, this is a 
useful device. After a fresh magazine has 
been inserted into a Walther PP/PPK-series 
pistol, the slide must be pulled sl ightly rear­
ward and then released. 

Safety mechanisms on the CZ 83 are su­
perb . Spur-shaped, the hammer rebounds to 
a half-cock position after striking the spring­
loaded firing pin . A hammer-block safety 
has been incorporated; unless the trigger has 
been pulled completely rearward the ham­
mer cannot move forward to touch the firing 
pin. AU-shaped, ambidextrous thumb safe­
ty wraps around the top of the frame at the 
rear and pivots on an axis pin through the 
grip tang. It can be engaged only when the 
hammer is fully cocked and does not drop the 
hammer. Thus the CZ 83 can be carried 
cocked and locked. The manual safety can 
be disengaged and re-engaged by the thumb 
without shifting the grip. If desired, the ham­
mer can be carefully lowered to its rebound 
position and carried in this manner with the 
first shot fired double-action. Hammer-drop 
safeties are an abomination and all double­
action auto pistols should offer such a 
cocked-and-locked option. 
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• 
Caliber .. . . .. . .. . . .. . 9mrn Kurz (.380 ACP) or 7.65mm (.32 ACP). 
Operation . . . ......... unlocked blowback; semiautomatic only; exposed double-

' action hlimmer, can also be carried " cocked and locked" 
for first-round single-action fire; intemal 1uu:nmer block 
safety; ambidextrous manual safety and magazine release; 
slide stop lever; Walther PP/PPK-type disassembly. 

Weight, empty . ..... . . 26.25 ounces 
Length, overaU . . . .. .. 6.8 inches 

Barrel length . . ... _ . ... 3.8 inches 

Hei~t. .......... .. .. 5 inches 
Width . . ..... . ....... 1.4 inches 

Stocks ....... ... ...... checkered black plastic grip panels with finger swells. 

Slgbts •. . ............. low profile; fixed ramp front with white line; fixed square-
notch rear with two white dots. 

Ji'inbh . . .. . ... . . • , ... blued (future versions may be painted). 
Magazine . . . .. . . • . . .. staggered oox type; single-position feed; 13-td: capacity in 

9mrn Kurz, 15-rd. capacity in 7.65mm. 
Price ... .. .. : .. . .. . .. approximately $375 including transportation charges, 

F.O.B. Toronto, Canada, and U.S. duty. 

Manufacturer .. . . • '. .. , Agro?.et lfuersky Brod, C?.eChoslovakia. 

Distributor ..... . . · .. . . Pragotrade, Dept. SOF, 307 Fiumberline Drive, Rexdale, 
Ontario M9W 5Vl , Canada. Phone: (416) 675-1322. 
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CZ 83 disassembled. Knockdown is similar 
to that of the Walther PP/PPK series. 

The ~rigger moves but a modest 0 .5 inch­
es between its double- and single-action 
positions . After removing the slack, the 
trigger must be drawn through some irritat­
ing drag before it lets off in the single-action 
mode with a final pull weight of four 
pounds . Double-action pull weight is a re­
markably light and consistent 9.5 pounds . 
The trigger guard is large enough to 
accommodate the use of gloves . 

Black plastic checkered grip panels with 
finger swells on either side are standard 
issue. Like the CZ 75 , the grip portion of the 
frame has a slight reverse taper which pro­
vides a grip-to-frame angle that enhances 
the pistol's natural pointing characteristics. 

A low-profile, ramped front sight has 
been roll-pinned to the sl ide. It contains a 
non-luminescent white stripe designed to 
mate with two white dots on the square­
notch rear sight, which is fitted to a dovetail 
in the slide and staked in place after factory 
zeroing. While luminescent dots might be 
of some use in subdued light, I have never 
noticed colored dots while firing under 
stress in the daylight. In any event, these 
white marks, as well as the red dots on the 
frame above the manual safety levers , were 
applied by a shaky hand . A solid, slightly 
raised rib has been milled into the top of the 
slide with ten longitudinal grooves, presum­
ably intended to break up heat mirage, but 
which certainly are no more than cosmetic 
value in a firearm of this type . The sight 
radius is five inches . 

The CZ 83 comes from the Agrozet 
Uhersky Brod factory equipped with two 
magazines, a nylon bore brush , a steel clean­
ing rod with a screwdriver tip to disassemble 
the grip panels, a 25-meter test target and a 
manual written in quaint English. 

"Knockdown" (disassembly) is straight­
forward and proceeds almost in the manner 
of the Walther PP/PPK series. First , remove 
the magazine and clear the pistol. Then pull 
straight out and down on the trigger guard . 
It will stay down and does not have to be 
shifted to either side of the frame as with a 
Walther pistol. Note that you cannot pivot 
the trigger guard unless the magazine is 
removed since the magazine catch mecha­
nism is mounted to, and rotates with , the 
trigger guard . Pull the slide back and lift the 
rear end off the guide rai ls on the frame . 
Move the slide forward to separate it from 
the barrel and frame . Remove the recoil 
spring from its position surrounding the bar­
rel. Depress the firing pin with a small 
punch and slide down the firing-pin stop just 
as you would with a Colt M 1911A1. With­
draw the firing pin and its spring. Using the 
screwdriver tip on the end of the "gun­
stick" (cleaning rod), remove the single 
retaining screw on each grip panel and lift 
the grip panels up and off. No further dis­
assembly is required or should be attempted 
by anyone except a competent pistolsmith. 
Reassemble in the reverse order, remember­
ing not to insert a magazine until the trigger 
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CHRONOGRAPH RESULTS: .380 ACP AMMUNITION 
Instrumentation: Oehler Model 33 Chronotach with Skyscreen Ill detectors positioned five feet from muzzle. Ambient temperature, 
80 degrees F. All readings in feet per second (fps) . Ten shots per lot. Fireann: CZ 83 with 3.8-inch barrel. 

.380 ACP Low High Extreme Standard 
Ammunition Velocity Velocity Spread Average Deviation 
Philippine 
95-gr. FMJ 

. Winchester 
85-gr. Silvertip JHP 

Super Vel 
88-gr. JHP 
Smith & Wesson 
84-gr. JHP 
Peters 
95-gr. FMJ 

Hirtenberg 
95-gr. FMJ 

951 

1,007 

1,064 

l,003 

845 

971 

guard is back in place. The magazine can be 
disassembled by depressing the bottom 
plate attached to the follower spring and 
sliding off the floorplate . 

Designed by John Browning and intro­
duced in 1912 by FN as the 9mm Browning 
Short, the .380 ACP (Automatic Colt Pis­
tol) cartridge is considered by many to rep­
resent the absolute minimum in adequate 
stopping power for use on human targets. 
Known in Europe as the 9mm Kurz, "CAL. 
9 Browning" is the designation chosen by 
Agrozet Uhersky Brod to mark the left side 
of the CZ 83's slide. While acknowledging 
the origin of the cartridge (unusual for com­
munists, who claim to have invented every­
thing), it's a bit imprecise. In 1903 FN 
introduced a pistol chambered for the 9mm 
Browning Long cartridge. It was adopted by 
Sweden as an official military sidearm. 
Approximately between the .380 ACP and 
.38 Colt ACP in power, it was also cham­
bered for pistols manufactured by LeFran­
~ais and Webley & Scott, but never adopted 
by American manufacturers. 

One thousand rounds from six different 
lots of ammunition were punched through 
the CZ 83 to evaluate its idiosyncrasies, if 
any: Philippine Arsenal (SB 85 headstamp) 
95-gr. FMJ (full metal jacket); Winchester 
85-gr. Silvertip Hollow Point; Super Ve! 
88-gr. JHP Uacketed hollowpoint); Smith & 
Wesson 84-gr. JHP; Peters 95-gr. FMJ; and 
Austrian Hirtenberg 95-gr. FMJ. All of 
these loadings were chronographed through 
the CZ 83 ' s 3.8-inch barrel and the results 
are given in the table above. 

The excellent Super Ve! loading, unfor­
tunately no longer available, gave the high­
est average velocity at 1,088 fps. The S&W 
JHP, nothing more than a full metal jacket 
projectile with a hole drilled in it (also no 
longer available), was included merely be­
cause this ammunition has caused stoppages 
in other caliber .380 APC pistols. It did not 
expand, but fed smoothly through the CZ 
83. As expected, the U .S.-manufactured 
Peters load at 866 fps was almost 130-135 
fps slower than either the European Hirten­
berg (lowest standard deviation) or Philip-
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1,061 110 

1,066 59 

1,119 55 

1,042 39 

911 66 

1,019 48 

The CZ 83 remains snug in the open top 
version of the Alessi Belt Slide holster. 

Galco Defender model shoulder rig for the 
CZ 83 pistol. 

~·--·------~--... _ .... 

1,000 30 

1,036 18 

1,088 16 

1,024 17 

866 23 

995 14 

pine (highest standard deviation) cartridges . 
Without doubt, the Winchester Silvertip is 
your best bet in this caliber. Its serrated 
aluminum jacket assures dependable expan­
sion and it races out of the CZ 83 barrel at 
1,036 fps. 

Admirably reliable, the CZ 83 didn ' t 
have a single stoppage during the entire 
1,000-round test. Balance and handling 
characteristics are superb. With a full load 
of 14 cartridges, the CZ 83 weighs more 
than 30 ounces. As a consequence, felt re­
coil is mild and the hit potential is high at the 
expected engagement distances for this type 
of firearm. With its fixed barrel, the CZ 83 
delivered consistent two-inch 10-shot 
groups at 15 feet from the offhand position 
with all of the ammunition tested. 

Now there are only two holsters available 
for this pistol and fine ones they are. Lou 
Alessi's custom concealment holsters are 
famous for quality and their use by Jerry 
Ahem' s fictional character, John Rourke, in 
"The Survivalist" series. Lou makes an 
open top version of his well-known Belt 
Slide holster for the CZ 83 which sells for 
$39. Made from eight-ounce shoulder cow­
hide and sewn with 200-lb. drop-test nylon 
cord, all the stress points are double­
stitched for strength and endurance. Ales­
si 's holsters are wet-molded and boned by 
hand (a whalebone or ivory tool is used to 
highlight the pistol's contours to increase 
the holster's retention capabilities). Lou's 
Belt Slide concealment holster is made for 
all auto pistols, large and small , and is avail­
able in either cordovan or black. Belt loops 
are cut to fit a 1 %-inch heavy leather belt. 
Alessi believes a rig's ability to hold a pistol 
snug against the body is a function of a 
proper belt. Send $3 to Alessi Custom Con­
cealment Holsters, Dept. SOF, 2465 
Niagara Falls Blvd., Tonawanda, NY 
14150 for a copy of Lou's catalog. 

Galco Gun Leather (formerly Jackass 
Leather Co.) sells an excellent shoulder 
holster for the CZ 83. Using premium sad­
dle leather split to eight ounces per square 
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SOI~ SURVIVAL 

BATS, 
BUGS& 

BLISTERS 
Is the Jungle Really Neutral? 

T ALES of the deep, dark jungle have 
lured adventurers from the comfort of 

civilization since before Stanley set out in 
search of Livingstone. There's something 
about the jungle that spells adventure. But 
don't let all the tales of glamour fool you -
the jungle is a mean, hard place. You can 
die in there. 

Since the Vietnam War, U.S. soldiers 
have gotten much of their jungle experience 
at the Environmental Training Facility 
(ETF) of the Jungle Operations Training 
Center (JOTC), affectionately called " the 
Zoo" by those who know it. Named Fort 
Sherman, this area has the best zoo in the 
whole of Panama and within its confines is a 
huge collection of some of the best samples 
of flora and fauna the jungle has to offer -
like big cats and big snakes. It's perfect for 
familiarizing JOTC students with the reality 
of jungle adventure. And a really first class 
job it does, too. 

Panama is blessed with a climate that 
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by Mick Doyle 

produces buckets of rain (200-plus inches a 
year), stifling humidity (usually in the 85-
percent-plus bracket), and intolerable 
temperatures (usually 85-plus). All of this 
can mean only one thing: jungle. 

Rivers abound - a natural occurrence 
considering the constant rain - and it is the 
unwritten rule of the jungle that wise men 
treat all rivers as if they were as deep as they 
are wide. The Chagres River on Fort Sher­
man's boundary is an average of 100 feet 
wide and up to 80 feet deep. You see? Wise 
men speak the truth . 

Don't get overconfident and think that if 
you can see the bottom of a little stream, you 
can wade across - that would be silly. It 
might just be a false floor of mud: 15 to 20 
feet deep. If you get into that mud, you're 
gonna sink, and if you stay under, you're 
gonna drown. 

Swamps. There are two. types: fresh­
water swamp and tidal or saltwater swamp, 
commonly referred to as mangrove swamp. 
The latter stinks like a sewer and features 
rotting vegetation and the usual deep mud. 
Thick vegetation and tangled roots are a 
serious obstacle to movement. 

The Mohinga Swamp near Fort Sherman 
is the only swamp in the world that glows a 
bright orange at night - do not go into the 
Mohinga Swamp. In the Mohinga you can­
not see your hand in front of your face -
and that's during the day. But don't despair, 
if you are lost near Fort Sherman at night 
and find yourself in deep mud which has a 
distinct odor, and everything around you 
starts to glow orange - then you are not 
lost. You're in the Mohinga Swamp. 

God help you . 

The golden frog delivers the most deadly 
and fastest-acting natural poison found 
anywhere in the world. 

ABOVE: Vampire bats don't usually cause 
great blood loss, but they carry disease, 
including rabies. 

The jungle at Sherman is single, double 
and triple canopy, very dense vegetation 
and the terrain is rugged. There are only two 
kinds - up and down, or down and up. If 
you ever do find your feet on level ground, 
don't get too excited: it must be a swamp. 

The sum of rugged terrain and heavy rain­
fall equals massive erosion, deep ravines 
and recent hill masses ihat often fail to show 
up on the map. Since maps for Panama are 
about 25 years old, what you see on the map 
is not necessarily what you get on the 
ground. Remain calm and push on. Good 
luck. 

Just when you thought the terrain was 
rough, something else comes up. Besides 
getting from one place to another, you have 
to worry about staying healthy. Heat stroke 
presents the most serious threat. The first 
sign of heat stroke shows up in lack of 
sweat. Then, if the victim collapses or be­
comes unconscious, and has symptoms 
such as headache, dizziness, fast pulse, 
nausea, vomiting and mental confusion , 
you can be sure it' s heat stroke. 

Only fast work and a quick wit will save 
the life of a buddy with heat stroke. He can't 
do it himself - his temperature regulators 
have been damaged and his temperature 
may rise as high as 108 degrees F. Reduce 
his body heat immediately. Immerse him in 
the coldest water available - like the 
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nearest river. If you can ' t get him into the 
water, at least get him into the shade , strip 
him, pour water over his entire body and 
cool him by fanning . If you ' re out of water 
and none is available, your last course of 
action is to piss on your buddy, then fan his 
body. Don't worry, he ' II thank you later. 
Sure, your urine is hot - about 98 - but 
your buddy could be !08.4. Urine will im­
mediately become air temperature , and then 
remove heat from the victim's body by 
evaporation, lowering the chances of brain 
damage. He may stop breathing, his heart 
may stop - begin CPR and stay at it till he 
comes around. Casevac him, fast. 

Heat exhaustion is similar to heat stroke, 
but less severe . Like heat stroke it is caused 
by excessive loss of water and salt from the 
body. Treat him by laying him in the coolest 
shade you can, and loosen his clothes. If 
he's conscious, have him drink three to five 
quarts of cool water and eat all the salt in his 
C-rations with his meal. 

Heat cramps. These are painful muscle 
spasms, usually in the legs, arms and abdo­
men. Cramps are due directly to the loss of 
water and salt from the body. Treat as for 
heat exhaustion. 

Prickly heat. In the jungle the tempera­
tures are often as high as 1 IO so in this 
environment you can easily suffer from an 
annoying stinging and itching sensation on 
the skin caused by a malfunction of the 
sweat glands and an imbalance of electro­
lyte levels, again due to a lack of water and 
salt in your body. Rub Tetracane from the 
medic's bag on the affected areas of skin, 
drink plenty of water and eat all your C­
ration salt. Next time, be more careful -
prickly heat is easy to prevent. 

Heat rash is another friend you may meet 
in Panama. It is caused by wearing tight, wet 
clothing and tight equipment. The preven­
tion is to wear loose but comfortable cloth­
ing, adjust your equipment so that it rides 
free or fits loose and comfortable and change 
into a dry uniform whenever possible. 

You may have noticed that all the prob­
lems mentioned so far are caused by the sun 
and heat. Down here you don 't get the same 
friendly variety of weather found in Florida 
or California. Here it's often your worst 
enemy. With that in mind, I shouldn't have 
to remind you not to use suntan products -
use a sunscreen . Using suntan oil is like 
stepping under a magnifying glass and , in 
Panama, you will cook. Sunburn should be 
punishable under military law since there is 
no excuse for it if you watch yourself. 

In the jungle, water is the key to survival. 
Plan on drinking between nine and 14 quarts 
a day. Don't bitch about it weighing too 
much; if it was beer you'd soon find a place 
for it. Along with staying out of the sun, 
water can make life much more bearable 
down here. 

CENTER LEIT: Saddleback caterpillars 
are pretty, but poisonous. 

LEIT: A week of wet feet in the jungle 
results in immersion foot. 
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Now, we have said that water is the cure­
all for heat disorders. True. But consider al l 
surface water in the jungle to be contaminat­
ed. The only water in the jungle that's safe 
to drink without purification is the water 
you get from roots or vines. That water has 
already been cleaned by mother nature . 
Don ' t try to store plant water in a canteen 
because it will spoil. You have to drink it 
fresh . 

Now for some other problems that can 
make life miserable. Jock itch is prevalent 
among those idiots who persist in wearing 
underwear in the jungle . It is a fungal 
growth and this clothing is a perfect breed­
ing ground for bacteria, virus, and other 
jungle growth. After all, your underwear 
has all the prerequisites- it's dark in there, 
it's moist, it's warm and there's plenty of 
food for the growth of these irritants . When 
you urinate a couple of drops will leak out, 
no matter how much you shake it before you 
stick it back in your underwear. It's a little 
menagerie for tropical germs. 

When you sneak out from your position at 
night and defecate, no matter how much you 
wipe before you pull up your underwear, 
you're going to acquire a racing stripe on the 
back of your shorts . More food for the var­
mints. And that is why soldiers who know 
what they are doing in the jungle don't wear 
jocks in the tropics; they pack 'em away 
until they leave for the States . 

I'm sure you've heard of this one: 
athlete's foot. Nearly everyone in the U.S. 
has had it at one time or another. Athlete's 
foot is never that funny, but in the jungle it 's 
worse. Once again the area it infests is dark , 
moist and warm. Prevention is simple -
change into clean , dry socks whenever 
possible. If you don't have clean , dry socks, 
take the dirty socks and tum them inside 
out, exposing them to the sun. That's all it 
takes to kill that fungus . Whenever possible 
let your boots air out, expose your feet to the 
sun, wash, dry and powder your feet, rub­
bing the powder in with your hands insuring 
that the powder gets in between your toes. 
Inspect your feet at least once every 24 
hours . 

"When you finish your piss, let it run 
down your leg-just like nature intended it 
to do . Let it run into your boot and you 
won't have to worry about athlete's foot ," 
joked the Jungle Warfare Branch instructor. 
If you think he was serious, then you have a 
real problem. Keep those feet dry. 

Here 's another foot problem - immer­
sion foot. In the nasty environment of the 
deep jungle it doesn't take long before your 
boots and feet are wet. And I don't mean 
damp. It's kind of like vegetating in the 
bathtub or swimming pool for a long time. 
The skin on your feet becomes soft , wrin­
kled , white , tender and prune-like . Then the 
skin cracks because of the irritation of rub­
bing against wet boots and socks, and the 
blood begins to ooze out. The prevention for 
this is exactly the same as athlete's foot -
change those socks. 

In the jungle personal hygiene has to be 
good. It is even more important to comb 
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Instructor milks the venom from a 
fer-de-lance as a demonstration for students 
at JOTC. 

your hair here than it is back in the Big City. 
Forget looking pretty; you're looking for 
head lice and other nasty creatures. Brush 
your teeth and shave every other day when 
water is available. If you shave every day 
your skin will dry out, get rough and break 
open. Water availability will usually de­
pend on the tactical situation. And when 
water is limited , you'll want to save it for 
drinking . Still, wash under your armpits, 
feet and crotch every day. 

Check your body for bugs , too. Be care­
ful - use only unscented soap so the insects 
don ' t think you are an exotic food source. 
Don ' t wear deodorant, cologne or after­
shave; you want to stink like the jungle, not 
like some flowery food source for bugs . 

Speaking of bugs , here ' s a statistic for 
you. The flies found in U.S. cities carry 
about 3,500,000 bacteria. The regular old 
flies you find out in the jungle only carry 
about 1,500 ,000 bacteria. Sounds like good 
odds , right? Wrong. The bacteria in the 
jungle is much worse than anything you'll 
find back home. 

When you see a fly buzzing around and 
he lands on your food , he's eating your 
food. Not only that, he regurgitates. He 
pukes right on your food. Flies can't shit, so 
they puke. And included in his puke is a 
liquid that turns solid matter into a solution 
so that he can suck it back up. To vomit the 
bad shit and suck up the good shit takes but a 
fraction of a second. If you pay him no mind 
and continue to eat when he lands on your 
food, you are eating shit - fly shit. Also, 
because flies like shit and feed off human 
and animal feces, they carry fecal matter 
and fecal bacteria to your food sources. 

Once you've eaten it, jungle bacteria will 

grow in your stomach and tum you into just 
another casualty. Aside from the flies the 
whole jungle environment must be consid­
ered to be contaminated . Once you open a 
packet of MREs or a C-ration can , that food 
should also be considered contaminated. 
Eat it immediately. The longer you let it sit, 
the better will be your chance of getting 
sick. Eat what you are going to eat , do not 
save any for later. 

When you first arrive in Panama you're 
probably going to get diarrhea. That MRE 
shit-paper is not enough; you can use six 
packets and still have to use your fingers. 
Remember the importance of rinsing your 
hands after defecating . 

You must bury all your shit, and don't 
forget the MRE paper - some fools like to 
dig a hole, take their crap and then decorate 
the outside of the hole with the paper . That's 
a bad habit. And peacetime habits are hard 
habits to break in wartime. If the enemy sees 
your handiwork he'll check it out, and 
you're telling him the whole story - what 
direction you're traveling , whether you are 
healthy or not, whether you have enough 
food or water, how many people are in your 
group, and most importantly , you are telling 
him that yours is not a disciplined force. All 
this from a simple shit pile. Once you ' ve 
buried it, camouflage it. 

Shit draws flies , but they're just one type 
of insect in the jungle. And insects do much 
more than contaminate food - they carry 
disease. The best defense against bugs in the 
jungle is loose comfortable clothing. You 
don ' t want to wear skintight clothing be­
cause the bugs bite straight through to the 
skin. Use insect repellent - it's always 
better than nothing. 

Let's look at some of the pests you will 
encounter. Chiggers. The only real defense 
against these little buggers is to stay the hell 
out of the jungle. But if you can't, the best 
thing to do is pour lots and lots of insect 
repellent at the ankles - inside as well as 
outside the socks and cuffs - at the waist 
and at the cuffs of your sleeves. When they 
get you , remember, don't scratch. Your 
fingernails are potential carriers of almost 
every disease in the jungle and they will find 
their way into your skin. If you must do 
something , rub the itch with the palm of 
your hand. And make sure it 's clean. 

Ants. Most jungle ants are one to three 
inches in length. They either sting, bite or 
piss, depositing an acid that hurts like hell. 
A little bitty ant that you can hardly see can 
put a 200-pound man into real pain for about 
three or four hours . 

Now think bees . The common bee and­
you guessed it- the killer bee. These killer 
bees are much more aggressive than the 
bees found in the States - don't piss them 
off. It doesn ' t take much . All you have to do 
is be near them. Now let me tell you some­
thing I learned during combat with the killer 
bees. When they are simply traveling from 
point A to point B they will generally not 
fight back , but once they have a hive estab­
lished they will protect it to the last man ... 
I mean the last bee. 

FEBRUARY 86 



The best defense against killer bees is to 
beat feet out of there, fast. There can be 
anywhere between 50 to 150,000 bees in 
that one hive. Do not take cover in water. If 
you jump in the water, you've screwed up. 
They're gonna wait for you to come back up 
and when you do, they want your ass . 
They'll shoot right down your throat, up 
your nose, into your ears and in your eyes. 
And they will sting you. If you are attacked 
in the water, you're probably going to 
drown. Stay out of water. 

When being chased by killer bees, do not 
run toward your buddy - it may halve the 
attacking forces - but your buddy won't 
like it a bit. The best defense is to run 
through thick brush because dense foliage 
tends to confuse the little bastards . If you do 
get stung, remove the stinger using tweezers 
- if you've got them - gripping the shaft 
of the stinger. Do not squeeze the sac at the 
top of the stinger; that will inject you with 
the full load of poison. 

Beware of wasps. Like the bees, they will 
get pissed off when you go near their hives. 
Unlike the bees they can sting you more 
than once. If a single wasp can catch you 15 
times, it will sting you 15 times. 

The scorpion has been around for some 
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TOP: Fer-de-lance camouflage works -
watch closely for it. 

ABOVE: Human ears are a favorite target 
of the vampire bat. These wounds heal 
slowly and there is always the risk of rabies 
or infection. 

430 million years. He's been around for 
quite awhile. He 's one to three inches long 
and likes to live in dark, moist places- like 
your rucksack, your ammo pouches, your 
pockets and your boots. Many scorpion 
stings feel mild, you'll hardly notice them. 
These stings are only a little worse than that 
of a bee and last for three to four hours . A 
few scorpions have much worse stings , in­
jecting complex venoms and even nerve 
toxins. Fortunately , the more dangerous 
scorpions usually live in arid lands. But any 
sting is one too many. Shake your clothes 
and bedrolls before use, and carefully emp­
ty your boots every morning. A scorpion 
will only use the stinger when his life is in 
danger - like when you try to make him 

Even a small scratch from a fer-de-lance's 
poisonous fangs can break down skin tissue 
and cause irreparable damage. 

share your boot with your foot. 
Panama is home to both the black and the 

brown scorpion . The black scorpion is 
slightly more poisonous than the brown. But 
don't worry, unless you're very sick, or very 
old , or very young, the scorpion will not kill 
you - unless of course you're allergic. 

Here's a real winner. The saddleback 
caterpillar lives in many varieties of banana 
trees and looks like a cheap can of Panama­
nian beer with fuzzy earmuffs around the 
outside. The fuzz contains stingers that will 
cause a burning pain and swelling on con­
tact. You might get dizzy , you might throw 
up, you might go into shock; it all depends 
on how sensitive you are. Untreated, the 
stinging will continue for three to four 
hours. To stop the stinging and swelling 
from any caterpillar sting, sprinkle meat 
tenderizer on the affected area and the 
poison will be neutralized. If you have no 
meat tenderizer, the juice from papaya fruit 
or the sap of the papaya plant will do the 
same thing . (Do not get the sap in your eyes 
- or you ' re blind.) Papaya juice is the main 
ingredient in meat tenderizer. 

The puss caterpillar lives on broadleaf 
plants and is covered with hairs that point 
toward the back of its head. Contact with 
these hairs causes stinging, swelling and 
pain . The swelling remains even after you 
neutralize the pain. If you do get stung you 
must remove the stingers from your skin. 
Do not, however, use your fingers or you 
will contaminate them, too. Scrape them off 
by brushing a stick or knife across the 
affected area and treat as for the saddleback 
caterpillar. 

The sardine caterpillar is bright yellow or 
orange in color and has stingers in groups 
and rows along his body like little star­
bursts. You get the usual stinging and swell­
ing from this critter. 

The electric caterpillar, or jumping cater­
pillar as he is commonly called, is black and 
produces a sting that feels uncannily like an 
electric shock. If you come into contact with 
this little fellow, you will do the same sort of 
dance produced when you touch an electri­
cal wire. 

Continued on page 106 
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SOI~ FEATURE 

THE ART 
OF WAR 
A Marine's Brush 
with Vietnam 
Text by Jack Watford 

Photos courtesy USMC 

TOP LEFT: M60 tank on the beach in 
Lebanon. 

FAR LEFT AND ABOVE LEFT: Street 
scene of old Saigon. 

LEFT: Combat artist at work in the field, 
Captain E.M. Condra, USMC. 
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Marine on liberty in Da Nang. 
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"WHEN he knows an enemy is 
close and action is imminent, 

the nervous system of the fighting 
man becomes supersensitized. Every 
cracking twig is heard and analyzed. 
Every movement is noticed and 
recorded. The feel of the mud around 
his ankles and the heaviness of the 
atmosphere are an input to the brain . 
Even the smell becomes part of the 
picture. This heightened sense of 
observation is a vital part of the 
fighting man. He must learn to 
observe accurately and report 
accurately. 

"Exactly the same ability is 
qemanded of the artist. " 

His 20-year experience as a combat 
artist, the nine personal a.wards and 
the combat ''V' 's on the colonel 's 
chest suggested he knew what he 
was talking about. Even the greatest 
artist can't understand combat unless 
he's been involved. And Ed feels very 
close to his work in combat art. 

When Ed Condra Ill graduated from 
thEl f!lhiladelphia Museum College of 
Art, he had already won a top award 
for artistic excellence and was running 
a succ!?ssful art gallery in the city. He 
had been sell ing his own paintings 
since. the age of nine. So there could 
be little doubt which way his career 
would run . ." .. But a life in the U.S. 
Marine Corps? 

The two main influences of Ed's 
youth, his grandfather ?nd 
grandmother, contributed a great deal 
to his chosen profession. Ed's 
grandfather, Bauer, ran away from 
Germany to be a cabin boy, jumped 
ship in New York, became a sergeant 
major in the 7th Cavalry, and rode · 
with the Rough Riders in the Spanish­
American War. Bauer's wife was by 
contrast an artistic and sensitive 
woman who opened the first American 
photographic studio in Manila. 

As a kid, Ed spent much of his time 
between football and baseball, 
drawing and painting. While his Navy 
father was serving in Washington, an 
aunt invited Ed to attend evening 
classes at the art school where she 
worked. During class coffee breaks 
Ed was complimented by the models 
on the quality of his work. Sadly, his 
mother did not quite agree when he 
took the finished' nudes home. 

His first college education was 
through a football scholarship at the 
University of New Mexico, but his 
Navy father moved to the West, so Ed 
continued for a year at the Los 
Angeles Art Center. 

Soon the adventurer in Ed asserted 
itself. He joined the Marines at San 
Diego and for two years he traveled 
the Far East on the USS St. Paul. He 
made sergeant, but his artistic side 
imposed itself and he left after two 
years to join the art school in 

82 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

Philadelphia. As an older student he 
was active, starting an art gallery 
where students could display their 
work for nothing, organizing a sports 
program at his art school, and he was 
invited to teach art to talented kids in 
Philadelphia. Art, however, was not 
enough. 

"I missed the outdoor life, the 
loyalty, comradeship and everything to 
do with life in the Marines. They put a 
lot of pressure on me to stay, but I 
was determined." 

Ed Condra soon found himself at 
Quantico as a trainee officer in the 
Marine Corps. 

"I see the way of life of the artist 
and the fighting man as being entirely 
compatible," he says. "They demand 
many of the same qualities. Each 
must learn the basics of his trade until 
they are second nature, Both need 
great self-discipline, an inner drive 
and the ability to keep going even 
when things are tough." 

These elements have persisted side 
by side in Ed throughout his career. 
After a period in Hawaii, where he 
was able to spend much of his time 
on art - " I painted everyone from 
four star generals to rear-rank 
privates" - he landed at Chu Lai in 
196!) to design and build the camp for 
Marine Air Group 12 as part of the 
SATS (Short Airfield Tactical Support) 
concept. There was no time for art as 
such during those two years, but his 
sketchbook was fi'lled with both 
practical engineering dr<1wing5 and 
records of his impressions. 

"Photographs can never tell the 
whole story. The artist, like the 
fighting man, can absorb 9 ~hole 
seen~ with all his senses, 'ar:id ttien 
later record all those things on 
canvas. His finished work brings back 
not just the appearance of a p!ace, 
but the feel and smell of it," 

Ed was the only combat artist in 
Vietnam during those two year~. arid 
when the Marines started a combat 
art program to record the war for the 
future, he was taken from an 
engineering course and given eight 
months to paint. He produced 
hundreds of paintings during this 
period which are displayed in 
museums and Marine bases around 
the world. 

"In fact, I didn't want to take the 
time away from the Marines to paint. 

ABOVE RIGHT: As monsoon rains 
blacken the sky, LSTs unload at dock 
ramp on Truong Giang Bay. · 

RIGHT: Popular Forces patrol checks 
sampan tor VC arms along beach near 
Dong Xuan. 

FAR RIGHT: Elements of Marine 
Expeditionary Force (MEF) conduct 
recon patrols in Chu Lai. 
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You never volunteer for anything 'off 
the wall .' I am a soldier, and that is all 
I wanted to do." 

Subsequent tours in Vietnam saw 
Ed involved in war, with no time at all 
for his sketches. 

"As a fighting man, you are 
constantly observing, and as an artist 
you can store it all up here, in your 
head. The actual painting can be 
done much later. Vietnam played a 
vital p"art in the history of our country 
and in the growing up of thousands of 
our young men. Now that the vets can 
hold their heads up with pride again, I 
think the work of the combat artist 
should find its place in homes and art 
galleries where the people can see, 
remember and be proud. " 

Ed knows something of the pain of 
the Vietnam experience, being one of 
the few artists in history to have been 
picketed. 

"They marched around my 
paintings with banners, but I had 
nothing to be ashamed of. The 
peaceniks don't have a monopoly on 
truth, ancj my paintings are part of the 
truth of Vietnam. 

"None of us who were there will 
forget the experience of fighting a war 
surrounded by a population. One of 
our jobs was to clear mines from the 
road from Chu Lai to the river each 
morning. Often a local truck or bus 
would find a mine before we did. Our 
boys would risk their own lives to help 
the casualties. This aspect of the war 
- rarely told by media - is indelibly 
recorded in my brain, and hopefully 
will be recorded for history in my 
paintings." 

Like most Marines of his 
generation, Ed has survived 
ambushes, mines, booby traps, and 
the home-grown problems of 
equipment failure. In spite of it all, one 
of his main ambitions is to return one 
day to Vietnam to record yet more of 
what he regards as an essential part 
of the tiistory of the United States. 

As a full colonel {he's the only 
combat artist to reach that rank in the 
regular Marines), Ed has mixed 
feelings about retirement. 

"I shall miss the Marine Corps -
the esprit de corps and the search for 
excellence . . . . But the same qualities 
will be applied full time to my art. 
There is a lot about the last 20 years 
which must be recorded for future 
generations and painting is my 
contribution to correcting some of the 
wrong which the vets of the period 
have suffered. 

"My paintings aim to show both 
what we were fighting for, and in 
particular some of the first-class men 
who did the fighting. An artist I am 
and always have been, but in my 
heart I shall always be a combat 
artist."~ 
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SOF CAMBODIA 

POL POT 
SPECTER 
Khmer Rouge Haunt 
Cambodia's Puppet Regime 

. . 

Text & Photos by Donald Kirk 

WHEN we got to Prey Veng, old ladies 
were selling rice and meat and vege­

t!J.bles in the dim shacks of the marketplace 
on· the main street. An occasional Soviet­
built jeep Carrying prQVincial officials 
roared dowri the potholed streets . It was a 
picture 'of backwater calm, much as I re­
membered from 15 years before.' 

The last time I had been through, the war 
was spreading rapidly over vast stretches of 

84 SOLDlllR OF FORTUNE 

surrounding rice paddies and fo rests 
through which the North Vietnamese had 
been shipping arms down the Ho Chi Minh 
Trail into South Vietnam around the Par­
rot's Beak. It was like old times - an eerie 
tranquility that made you forget the realities 
of killing and disease, torture and starvation 
that were as much a part of the daily lives of 
these placid people as the glistening river 
and the hot dust swirling from the road. 

· Cambodian officers learn the ropes on a 
Soviet-made anti-aircraft gun. 

It wasn't until we'd dumped off our bags 
in the spacious rooms of the governor's 
guest house that our hosts abruptly re­
minded us of the slaughter they had sur­
vived before Vietnamese troops invaded on 
Christmas Day 1978. 

Packing us into a little convoy of Land 
Rovers and jeeps, they led us to a grassy 
square surrounded by dilapidated yellow 
buildings, legacies of the French colonial 
era. A small crowd gathered curiously 
around a couple of holes in which two men 
were digging furiously with shovels. Chil­
dren looked eagerly into the depths where 
white chips of bone and pieces of old cloth~ 
ing gradually emerged from the dirt . Occa­
sionally one of the diggers plucked out a 
skull, a shard of a leg or pelvic bone, a 
blouse blackened with damp grime, and 
flung it into a small heap. Flesh and hair still 
clung to some of the skulls. Most of them 
were broken - grim evid~nce that the 
Khmer Rouge killers had clubbed the vic­
tims to death as they knelt before the graves. 

One of the diggers, a provincial official 
named Ok Ear, looked up as we focused our 
cameras on him. 

"We have just found this mass grave. We 
were digging out a trench for the foundation 
for an office for provincial authorities, and 
we hit some bone." Almost all the local 
populace had vanished during the Khmer 
Rouge's bloody reign - either to work 
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camps and eventual execution, or across the 
Vietnamese border 20 miles to the east. 
Those few who had lived in the area said the 
Khmer Rouge had tied their victims 
together and led them by ropes to the center 
of the town. They assumed they'd been 
executed but weren't sure exactly where. 

Ok Ear tugged occasionally at frayed 
pieces of rope hanging loosely around 
bones, hair and clothes. So far , he said, he'd 
found the remains of more than 10 people 
and guessed about 30 to 50 were in each 
hole. That was the number the Khmer 
Rouge usually buried in one grave. 

The discovery of the grave must have been 
the reason that I had gotten the chance to go 
to Prey Veng in the first place. Yos Son, the 
director of the press department of the for­
eign ministry, hadn't given us much choice. 
The temple complex of Angkor Wat, 
the Bayonne, Angkor Thom and other won­
ders of a bygone civilization was open only 
to groups willing to charter their own aircraft 
to get there - if the local authorities 

PRIZE-WINNER 
Don Kirk knows the ropes in Asia. He 

began his career in 1965 as a free-lance 
writer in Vietnam and spent the next nine 
years in Asia, most of it in Indochina, 
working for various publications and 
building up a reputation for solid report­
ing. 

Kirk took some press awards home 
from the war, among them the Overseas 
Press Club Award in 1973 and the 
George Polk Award for Foreign Report­
ing in 1975. 

With two books under his belt, Wider 
War - The Struggle for Cambodia, 
Thailand and Laos and Te// it to the 
Dead, Kirk has returned to the world of 
foreign reporting as a journalist for USA 
Today. 
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approved. And the authorities in Battam­
bang and Kompong Som were' 'too busy'' to 
receive us. What he didn't say, of course, 
was that the Khmer Rouge, with about 
40,000 Chinese-backed guerrillas , still 
lurked in camps along the Thai border de­
spite repeated dry-season Vietnamese offen­
sives to dislodge them. They regularly 
ambushed Vietnamese and Cambodian 
forces in the western and southern provinc­
es. 

Among the broad boulevards of Phnom 
Penh and in the few restaurants that had 
reopened to foreigners since the Vietnamese 
had installed their own Khmer allies in 
Phnom Penh, the fear of a second coming of 
the Khmer Rouge was as pervasive as the 
national hatred of the Vietnamese. 

Outside the Monorom hotel - where I 
had stayed during the many reporting trips 
to Cambodia before 1975 - an aging cyclo 

Billboard slogans urge people to rebuild 
Cambodia. 

driver recognized me from the old days and 
babbled about hjs escape from the Khmer 
Rouge as he drove me through the city. His 
uncle, son and wife had all died, he said. He 
alone had made it. The only way out was a 
trek across country to Vietnam. Life there 
was tough, too. The Vietnamese didn't kill 
Cambodians, but they looked on them with 
contempt. He had driven a cycle in Saigon 
for a while and then returned to Phnom Penh 
behind the advancing Vietnamese forces. 

Vietnamese troops were everywhere -
not in large units but in twos and threes , in 
speeding jeeps, in dark high-ceilinged 
ministry offices and in a couple of old build­
ings across the street from the Monorom. 
Sometimes the officers wore their insignia, 
but more often than not they preferred to 
hide within anonymous, unmarked fatigues 
or in civilian clothing - even though 
Cambodians could easily recognize them as 
Vietnamese by their faces. The low profile 
was needed not only to avoid offending the 
Cambodians but also to promote overall 
policy. Vietnamese leaders in Hanoi per­
sisted in the view that the government of 
Heng Samrin , a one-time Khmer Rouge 
officer who had rebelled against his leaders, 
was really independent . The Vietnamese 
foreign minister, Nguyen Co Thach , in a 
conversation with me and other journalists, 
had promised that Vietnam would withdraw 
its troops whenever the Khmer Rouge and 
the non-communist rebel coalitions no long­
er presented a threat to the present regime. 

In any case, Cambodians were still too 
terrified of the Khmer Rouge to think of 
rebelling against the regime in Phnom Penh, 
let alone contesting the Vietnamese. Night­
ly, crowds gathered outside the railroad sta­
tion awaiting the train from Battambang. 
No one was ever quite certain it would ar­
rive. The Khmer Rouge ambushed it occa­
sionally and had long since cut off the rail­
road to the southern coast. 

Passengers spread rumors in furtive con­
versations with hawkers selling drinks in 
plastic bags. The guerrillas had hit a Viet­
namese unit , knocking out a tank. The guer-
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Ready on the firing line: Cambodian o.ffic.-r 
candidates prepare to fire a DShK 311 
12. 7mm machine gun. 

rillas had overrun a Vietnamese outpost. 
Vietnam was sending more troops toward 
the Thai frontier. 

Vietnam has about 160.000 troops in the 
country- four times the number of Khmer 
Rouge and about four times the size of the 
Heng Samrin army that Hanoi keeps claim­
ing is waging the war largely on its own. But 
despite the reassur ing rhetoric, the real 
reason reporters couldn ' t go west. north or 
south was obvious: there was no security. 

The government was eager, though, to 
prove its strength was growing . One morn­
ing we watched a couple of battalions of 
officer trainees , decked out in broad­
brimmed trainee-style hats, marching and 
shouting in unison at a training school on the 
main road south to the ai rport . 

Th<.y were "all volunteers, ., said Mao 
Sivath , one of the training officers . " They 
joined the revolution against the Khmer 
Rouge. Some of them had had famili.es 
killed by the Khmer Rouge. They kept their 
anger since then . They will be company 
commanders." 

Some of the trainees leaped behind Soviet 
anti-aircraft weapons , poised near a sign­
board listing ' ' design of enemy aircraft' ' -
a galaxy of U .S ., British , French and 
Chinese planes along with the flags of all 
potential " enemy" countries . Behind the 
board, in a garage. were a couple of Soviet 
tanks. And hiding discreetly in their shad-
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ows was the inevitable Vietnarne e officer. 
trim in fatigues showing his rank as ma jor. A 
couple of pens . also signs of rank and power. 
rested conspicuously in his breast pockf't. 
Clasped tightly in hi. left hand was a rlip­
board - yet another symhol of authority. 

" We still need Vietmirnese assistance in 
training . · · said Mao Sivath. acknowledging 
the presence of five Vietnamese advisers at 
the school hut still maintaining , " You have 
seen improvement of the army in a hort 
period .'' 

The Vietnamese p resence mak. s Phnom 
Penh a sanctury ju t as the U.S . bombing 
had guaranteed the sa fety of the capital and 
outlying towns until it stopped in the um­
mer of 1973. l.n those days the Phnom Penh 
elite , buoyed by U.S . aid , reaped fortunes 
from bribes and shakedowns and the black 
markets flourished with stolen goodies from 
the U.S . post exchange system in Vietnam. 
That all soon changed , thciugh. 

When the Khmer Rouge swept into town 
less than two years later they drove out and 
then k illed most o f the local people Now, 
80 percent of the re~ident of Phnom Penh 
are refugees from the countryside . Many of 
them live and cook in markets ~et up he lt<"r­
skr lter on the •treet . T he crowd into alter­
nate French-huilt f\partment blocks , 5J.eep­
ing in corridors, ripping 0111.plumbing , tear­
ing up wall~ and furniture . They arr not 
revoluti onarie or rad icals. They know 
nothing of city li fe: they •aw it only as a 
haven where they could sleep free of the fear 
o f ambushes and kiJlin.gs , hunger a.nd 
poverty in a land •till often barren of crops 

This statlll' at Neak Loeung is supposed to 
represent Vietna.mest'/Camboclian solidarity. 
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and the irrigation systems to water them. 
Yet the new Phnom Penh is also a center 

of capitaljst enterprise and corruption . One 
market several miles from the center of 
town was teeming with everything from 
modem medicines and tape recorders, to 
washing machines and clothing from Hong 
Kong , Singapore, Japan - even the United 
States and Europe . The goods were smug­
gled in from Thailand over jungle trail s and 
roads or simply shipped from Hong Kong 
and Singapore, then past the greased palms 
of Vietnamese officials. ' 

The market was a labyrinth of counters 
and sheds spread under a vast array of cloth 
and plastic and wooden coverings. There 
were no taxes , no police . Young Russians, 
members of a 3,000-person advisory force 
housed in a huge complex on the southern 
fringe of the city , wandered in search of 
bargains. Looking like Americans in sport 
shirts and jeans, they paused to haggle while 
nouveau riche officials drove by in black 
limousines and Mercedes Benz sedans. 

Underneath it all, the memory of suffer­
ing and torture intrudes upon the sense of 
revival. Orte afternoon, a thin man with 
silver-speckled hair waved and shouted 
from the entrance of a garage as my cyclo 
driver stopped at the comer. He hobbled 
out, telling me he knew me from the early 
1970s. He'd driven me in his tax i down the 
main roads from Phnom Penh on stories . I 

Cambodian troops practice putting out 
mines in case of a Khmer Rouge 
resurgence. 
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CAMBODIA SITREP 
The United States government is 

pumping money into the fighting in ln­
docruna for the first time since the fall of 
the U.S.-backed regimes in Vietnam, 
Camborua and Laos in 1975. The vehi­
cle for this infusion of funds is an 
amendment to the foreign aid bill passed 
by Congress last summer providing for 
up to $5 million in non-military aid to 
non-communist factions in the Cambo­
dian rebel coalition. That means that 
forces under Son Sann , a former Cambo­
dian prime minister, and Prince Noro­
dom Sihanouk, the chief of state de­
posed in a pro-American coup in 1970, 
will get a modicum of training in admin­
istrative skills - and nothjng more . 

The United States, officially at least, 
is against sending arms or advisers. The 
funds, says the State Department , will 
be funneled through the member nations 
of the anti-communist Association of 
Southeast Asian Nations (ASEAN), 
with Thailand channeling them to the 
non-communist rebel camps near the 
Cambodian frontier. 

Son Sann , though , hopes for much 
more . " For me the tap is open," he told 
me during a quick trip to Wasrungton in 
Septemberto confer with U.S. officials. 
" If we can use your first drop to do 
something different for the liberation of 
Cambodia, then perhaps the rap will be 
open more. " 

He could be right. The Reagan admin­
istration views the Cambodian govern­
ment in Phnom Penh as a Vietnamese 

puppet - an extension of the power of 
Vietnam and the Soviet Union . The 
problem, however, is that Son Sann and 
Sihanouk control no more than 20,000 
troops between them. The predominant 
faction is the Khmer Rouge, whose bat­
tle-hardened 40,000-man army has sur­
vived a series of Vietnamese offensives 
that destroyed its camps along the Thai 
border. 

The Khmer Rouge apparently want to 
improve their image . They 've " retired" 
Pol Pot, at least for the record, while 
promoting Son Sen , formerly third in 
command , to the post of commander in 
chief of their forces. The 'Vietnamese 
had demanded the resignation of Pol 
Pot, the bloody-handed Khmer Rouge 
leader during the era of mass slaughter, 
as a precondition to negotiations. 

Most experts scoff at the significance 
of the change. Sihanouk doubts if Pol 
Pot has really lost his job. His greatest 
difficulties may be chronic malaria and 
kidney problems, for which he 's been 
treated in China. Son Sann, though , wel­
comes Pol Pot's " voluntary retirement" 
as " a good thing" and challenges Viet­
nam to make good on its avowed desire 
to talk after his demise . 

The program to spruce up the Khmer 
Rouge image could make them more 
palatable to the ASEAN countries -
and eventually to the United States. But 
as long as China and the Soviet Union 
keep supplying arms to the belligerents , 
western Cambodia is sure to remain a 
battleground for many years. 
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Prey Veng is the site of major construction 
as the Cambodians struggle to rebuild their 
country. 

wondered how he had survived the Khmer 
Rouge . He rolled up a pants leg and showed 
off the scars from shackles that finally left 
him lame . 

"My family died . I don't know why they 
left me. I got away when the Vietnamese 
came. Now I can't drive anymore . I have no 
money, no car. I can only help in the ga­
rage." 

Why some lived and some died is a ques­
tion that people here are just beginning to 
ask themselves. The nightmares , the sudden 
screams in the night , the long mourning are 
wounds only now healing . 

"I knew it would be barbarous so I did 
whatever I was ordered to do, '' recalled Ban 
Sang, a teacher who hid his ' elitist' back­
ground when he was sent to Prey Veng in a 
work brigade of farmers. "Seven teachers 
were with me . They all were killed. Two of 
my children died. One was killed after re­
fusing to work and claiming the work was 
too hard . The other died of disease. " 

Cheam Yeap , chairman of the Prey Veng 
provincial committee - equivalent to a gov­
ernor - told of the terror in his area. " We 
estimate 485,000 people were killed in this 
province out of a population of more than a 
million . We suffered more than any other 
province. We have discovered 1,467 mass 
graves including the one you saw today. " 

Later, over glasses of Vietnamese beer in 
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a French gazebo, Cheam Yeap told us his 
own story of escape and survival . He 'd been 
strung up from a tree by his Khmer Rouge 
inquisitors. He 'd been dunked into pots of 
water. He'd been held in leg irons for 15 
months. He should have died during those 
dark days , but he didn ' t. 

" I was on my way to be killed one after­
noon , and while they walked me blind­
folded to the graveyard I fought with the 
soldiers and escaped with four others.'' 
They got away, he said, when two of their 
guards left them for a drink of water. His 
blindfold was slightly loose and he saw only 
a young boy was guarding him. ''We threw 
him into the river and ran," said Yeap. 
" We walked three days without food to 
Vietnam. " 

Ever since then , Cheam had been allied 
with Heng Samrin in fighting the Khmer 
Rouge after the Vietnamese decided in mid-
1978 to invade Cambodia. 

Cheam's story is a microcosm of the suf­
fering in Cambodia . No foreign visi tor 
leaves Phnom Penh today without seeing 
two sights raised to the level of national 
memorials. The first is the " killing field " in 
Kanda! Province , down a potholed road 
about six miles south of the capital. There, 
in a placid setting of grass and trees, is a 
wooden enclosure heaped high with hun­
dreds of skulls and bones dug up from 86 
gaping holes in the surrounding field . While 
birds twitter happily in the branches above , 
workmen dig haphazardly in search of more 
skulls still buried in 34 more holes. 

A local official pointed at a small pile of 
bones and pieces of clothing at the top of 
one of the holes. ''This is the last tomb that 
we've dug up," he said, handing me a pen 
to sign a "guest book" in which visitors 
wrote down their impressions. The pages 
were full of lengthy discourses about 
" man 's inhumanity to man ," human evil, 
etc. I spent a long time thinking about it , 
wrote , " Seeing is believing," got in my 
waiting van and left. My escort seemed 
pleased. 

The other memorial is at Tuol Sleng. 
Once a prestigious high school in a pleasant 
residential district of the capital , Tuol Sleng 
was turned into a prison for those perceived 
as the worst foes of the regime. Guides now 
show visitors the crude equipment for tor­
ture , the cells, the photographs of those 
imprisoned , tortured and killed. Most of 
them were dubbed "spies" for the CIA or 
KGB , or " intellectuals " - engineers , 
teachers , craftsmen, whatever. In the end 
only 14 or so escaped as the Vietnamese 
swept into the city. They fled with their 
jailers - and then disappeared as the shells 
exploded around them. Six of them showed 
up later to tell the story of Tuol Sleng. 
Curiously , three of them were artists -
apparently spared because the prison direc­
tor needed their talents to make busts of the 
Khmer Rouge leader, Pol Pot, as part of a 
grand plan for eventually building a huge 
statue of the man . 

Tuol Sleng today embodies the worst hor­
ror stories of Khmer Rouge rule. As testi -
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mony to the atrocities there are paintings by 
survivors of Khmer Rouge soldiers drag­
ging women and children , beating them 
with poles. There is a group photograph of 
the Khmer Rouge jailers-tough, smir)cjng 
men, big-boned and ham-handed - and the 
Khmer Rouge women, blank-faced , staring 
dully after cooking the pots of watery soup 
needed to keep the victims alive until their 
executions. And there, in cells near the en­
trance, are photographs of bloodied bodies 
found chained to metal bunks when the 
Vietnamese arrived - their stomachs slit 
open by their captors in the minutes before 
they fled . 

The fanaticism of the Khmer Rouge ex­
tended into every walk of life, every comer 
of the country . The overwhelming drive of 
the Khmer Rouge hordes, who were mostly 
village boys driven by cadre, was to rid 
society of any sign of foreign influence. In 
outlying towns, schools and hospitals were 
turned into warehouses and stockrooms , 
pagodas were burned and statues of Buddha 
destroyed. Portions of paved roads were rip­
ped up, and banana trees were planted in the 
potholes. Valuable rubber trees from the 
Chup plantation , stretching east of the 
Mekong to Vietnam, were sawed down for 
)cjndling wood - or merely neglected. 

As the Vietnamese approached Prey 
Veng, the fleeing Khmer Rouge blew up 
power generators and dams for channeling 
water into rice paddies. Most extraordinary 
of all, even while attempting to " rebuild" 
through vast projects requiring thousands of 
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workers, they ignored the most practical 
precepts , ordering construction of dams and 
ditches going the wrong way and executing 
anyone who questioned their wisdom. 

" Dams and dikes were broken by the 
American bombing, but the real damage 
was caused by Pol Pot, " said Sim Man, an 
agricultural official in Prey Veng. "Under 
Pol Pot they built the dams in the wrong 
place and destroyed rice fields.' ' The result: 
starvation, malnutrition and disease that 
accounted for more than half the death toll 
of one million to three million of the coun­
try 's eight million people. 

In the rebuilding process, authorities are 
tom between the desire for revenge and the 
need to suppress hatred for national unity. 

" You do not know Cambodia any 
more," mused my old cyclo driver, as I 
urged him to drive me down back alleys 
near one of the black markets. "It is not like 
before when you were here . Police are 
everywhere. Be careful. " 

The prime minister, Hun Sen, claimed in 
an interview that the government followed a 
policy of forgiveness . "We have no camps 
like the ones under Pol Pot," said Sen, a 

Khmer Rouge legacy: six years after the 
ouster of the KR, bones still turn up in 
mass graves. 

former Khmer Rouge officer like his boss, 
Heng Samrin. " More than 160,000 people 
who abandoned Pol Pot are now useful 
citizens .'' 

Even the hardcore cadres are treated le­
niently - many are in prison, but they will 
not be executed. Theoretically only Pol Pot, 
who supposedly " retired" as Khmer Rouge 
leader in September 1985 , and Ieng Sary, 
his main· ally, face death sentences in the 
unlikely event that they're captured. 

''At first the people were very angry and 
in some places had to take care of these bad 
people themselves,'' Sen said. "But we are 
educating people about clemency and 
national unity while fighting to clear the last 
of the Khmer Rouge guerrillas out of the 
jungle. " 

With the Chinese pouring arms into the 
rebel camps through Thailand, the war can 
only worsen. Obliquely, Sen acknowledged 
the truth of the rumors whispered by cyclo 
drivers and station vendors - the Khmer 
Rouge might strike again in the capital. 

The threat of the continuing Khmer 
Rouge presence is not enough to deter the 
Cambodian people , though , and Sen 
summed up the feel ing. "We continue our 
struggle because of the crimes and barba­
rism of Pol Pot. He is the obstacle to free­
dom."~ 
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A CTUALLY , it was easier than I 
thought. A few phone calls to old con­

tacts in Miami and Los Angeles , a trip to 
south Florida and a meeting with El Negro, 
and I was on my way to my old stomping 
grounds in southern Nicaragua with the con­
tras fighting the Sandinista government. 
The hardest part of extracting myself from 
civilian life had been getting clearance. No, 
not from the CIA or any other initialed agen­
cy , but from my wife. I decided humor was 
the best offense. 

"I'll be damned! Look at this. " I pointed 
to an article in the New York Times. 
" There's still injustice and suffering in 
Central America. Help me pack my duffle 
bag, I've got to go." 

She looked at me with practiced patience 
and resignation. "Do you mean to tell me 
you'regoing to walkout on a$40,000 a year 
job on Wall Street and go live in the jungle 
again?'' 

I should have waited till after breakfast. 
She had the coffee pot in her hand . I better 
come up with something good, I thought. 

"Look," Itold her. "In a way it's better 
now . I've talked to Robelo's agents in 
Miami and Pastora is out. Negro Chamorro 
is comandante of the democratic forces 
now. And you know I've always gotten 
along with him and his people . Wall Street 
will be here when I get back." 

After extracting a blood oath that I would 
return in September, she helped me pack. 

Before going into Central America, you 
need a program to describe the teams as well 
as the players. Here 's a thumbnail rundown 
on who was who and what was what in 
contra operations during the summer of 
1985: 

In the north , operating out of camps along 
the Honduran-Nicaraguan border, is the 
FDN , Fuerzas Democnitica Nicaraguense. 
This outfit receives the major share of fund­
ing from the U.S. government. Politically , 
they range from middle-of-the-road to ultra­
right. 

Also in the north is the MISURA organi­
zation , composed of Miskito, Suma and 
Rama Indians. MISURA , I'm told, has 
been penetrated by DGI (Cuban Secret Ser­
vice) agents and its effectiveness as a fight­
ing force severely compromised. On the 
southern front is MISURASATA, a Sandi­
nista-oriented Indian group, led by Brook­
lyn Rivera. Rivera had been holding talks 
with the junta in Managua and few, if any , 
MISURASAT A fighters were operating on 
the southern front. 

Pastora had been active, at least in the 
newspapers. He still controlled some 700 
fighters in his positions along the Rio San 
Juan , but he had lost a great deal of territory 
and some lives in the last yearor so . I have it 
from three independent sources that Pastora 
has been considering a return to the Mana-

ABOVE LEFT: Jungle patrol: a guerrilla 
squad crosses an improvised log bridge. 

LEFT: Though not exactly the Hilton, 
jungle accommodations are better than 
nothing. 
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Solar-powered charger gives new life to an 
old radio battery. 

THANKS, WM. E. 
ANDERSEN 

Eden Pastora, the prima donna contra, 
left ARDE in disarray. His legacy to the 
southern contras was factionalism , com­
petitiveness and suspicion. Consequent­
ly, the Free World governments that had 
previously showered surplus and cap­
tured arms on ARDE have begun lining 
up behjnd the U.S. government-backed 
FDN or have simply backed out of Cen­
tral American paramilitary politics. 

SOF reporters and trainers have seen 
the arms stacked in FDN camps. The 
northern contras are well-prepared for 
gunplay, but socks, gun-cleaning equip­
ment, mosquito repellent and medicines 
are still in short supply. Reformed 
ARDE camps are in much worse shape. 
They lack nearly everything. 

Now your few tax dollars dedicated to 
defeating communist tyranny in Central 
America largely go to the FDN. ft's a 
good cause, and they should be getting 
more than they do, but there is another 
front. 

Your donations reach anti-communist 
resistance in both FDN and ARDE 
through SOF's El Salvador/Nicaragua 
Defense Fund. Send material donations 
with a packing list to 5721 Arapahoe 
Ave .. Boulder, CO 80303. Monetary 
donations should be sent in the form of 
check or money order, made out to the El 
Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund, 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

Tax-deductible contributions of 
money or medical suppbes can be made 
to Refugee Relief International Inc ., 
1105 Balmora Dr., Lafayette, CO 
80026, A TIN Mr. Donald; tax number 
74-2255573. 

William E. Andersen, your boots 
were seen on the feet of a Nicaraguan 
freedom fighter. He sends his personal 
thanks. 

- The Editors 

ABOVE RIGHT: Dr. John (right) goes over 
operation plans with a couple of ARDE 
officers. 

RIGHT: The Nicaraguan flag goes up every 
morning with as much pomp as can be 
expected deep in the jungle. 
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gua government and in La Republica, a San 
Jose newspaper, Pastora was quoted as 
saying that he had not rnled out such a 
return . So it's still possible that he may 
suddenly pop up in Managua, once again a 
member of the commtinist government. 

Alfonso Rob lo is still the head of the the 
MDN the Movimiento Democratico Nica­
raguense. RobPlo, too, was a member of the 
Sandinista govemme t until i became ob­
vious to the Marxi ts that he wasn't going 
along with their program. Robelo barely 
escaped with his life to Costa Rica where he 
has worked tirelessly to regain his country 
and institute democracy, somethlng Nicara­
gua has never had. 

Robelo's MDN and the FDN were then 
and are now united in an orgHn ization 
known as UNO, Union Nicaraguense en 
Oposici6n, an appropriate acronym mean­
ing "one" and reflecting a desire for unity 
among the contra . Hopefully, this means 
that - except for Pa tora's contrariness -
the Nicaraguan e ile groups will now speak 
with one voice re ardless of their band in 
the politic;il spectrum. 

Fernando "El Negro" Chamorro was 
one of the first Nicaraguans to have rebelled 
agrunst tbe Sandinistas. For years he led 
FARN, Fuerzas Annadas Revolucionarias 
Nicaraguense, a small, but disciplined, 
commando force thllt sometimes operated 
deep inside Nicaragua. Chamorro is now 

the military commander for the UNO forces 
in the south, but unlike Pastora, Chamorro 
is not afraid to fight. I looked forward to 
serving under his command. 

The first thing I learned when I arrived at 
the headquarters in San Jose was that MON 
was poor. When American aid dried up, 
Robelo instituted a severe austerity program 
and many of the exiled group's salaried 
employees had been let go. This austerity 
reflected throughout the entire political 
organization and the military . 

In a way, the result has been good. When 
I first fought with ARDE (see'' American in 
ARDE, " SOF, November '84) troops at the 
front grumbled about the fat salaries some 
of the administrative personnel collected 
and I had noticed that the farther from the 
front an ARDE member was the more likely 
he was to have combat boots on his feet. It 's 
not like that anymore. Expenditures are 
controlled and carefully audited. Books are 
kept and accountability is the order of the 
day. 

Poverty is also reflected in logistics. r was 
told that I would have to take a bus up to the 
base camp - no verucles were avrulable. No 
problem, I thought as I swung my duffle bag 
onto my shoulder and headed to the bus station 
for the long ride to the frontier. 

Arriving cramped and tired at a border 

Continued on page I JO 
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SOF's demo expert, John Donovan, 
stands by while Robert K. Brown makes 
a point during the awards banquet 
ceremony. Photo: Bob Brown, 
Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch 

Maj.Gen. Ron Reid-Daly, founder and 
former CO of Selous Scouts in 
Rhodesia, was the honored guest at the 
6th Annual Soldier of Fortune 
Convention. Photo: Bob Hooper 
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CAMMIE-CLAD and propped 
jauntily against a casino bar rail in 

the Sahara Hotel, the conventioneer 
hoisted an elbow and lustily tipped his 
glass, classic stud suds chugging. 

"There was no fucking way that I 
was gonna miss this year's SOF 
convention, " he declared, slapping a 
massive knife sheath for emphasis, 
then wiping the beery foam from his 
mustache with a sleeve. 

" I had the money set aside to go to 
el convention numero uno in Missouri 
when my wife had an 
abso-fucking-lute shit hissy, " he said, 
carefully pronouncing the last several 
syllables. "So I had to can the p'lan." 

Polishing off the swill in a second 
chug, then belching with satisfaction 
and scratching his crotch, he 
explained. "Well, two or three years 
went by and then I got up another 
Soldier of Fortune Convention kitty. 
And when I told my second wife, she 
had a pure-tee fit, too. I missed out 
again. Hell , ! mean I ain't never been 
no GI Joe or nothin '. But I'm the same 
age as all these Vietnam vets 'round 
here. I've hunted and fished all my 
'lahf.' I knows lots about guns an' 
stuff. 

"Sides that," he said, slapping the 
back of the immaculately dressed 
gentleman standing next to him, "a 
guy's gotta 'rat' to git out with the 
boys once't in a while and have some 
fun . 'Rat,' Frenchie? 

The man's eyes widened as he 
realized this grits and gumbo Rambo 
was addressing him. "Mais bien surf" 
exclaimed the expo tech rep, raising a 
tiny glass in toast and cautiously 
sipping his Fuzzy Navel. He wanted to 
belong, to feel like he fit in. I could 
see it. But his interpretive ability had 
hit a brick wall with south Arkansas 
pulpwood patois. 

"But this year, come hell or high 

TOP RIGHT: Figueiredo Paulo, U.S. 
representative for the National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola 
(UNITA) speaks at the SOF Convention 
banquet. UNIT A currently is one of the 
most successful anti-Marxist 
movements in Africa. Photo: Bob 
Hooper 

CENTER RIGHT: Mario Calero marshals 
the banquet crowd to the cause of 
Nicaraguan independence from Soviet­
and Cuban-backed totalitarianism. 
Mario's brother, Adolfo, is commander 
in chief of the Fuerza Democratica 
Nicaraguense (FON), or Democratic 
Force of Nicaragua, the nation's largest 
group of anti-Sandinista freedom 
fighters. Photo: Bob Hooper 

RIGHT: Fanuel Mahluza, a U.S 
representative for the Mozambique 
National Resistance (See "RENAMO: 
Winning One in Africa" on page 64), 
represented his cause well at the SOF 
Convention. Photo: Bob Hooper 
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TOP LEFT: SOF Publisher Robert K. 
Brown, in blue hat, congratulates 
special guests Maj. Mark Smith (Ret.) 
and SFC Melvin Mcintire (Ret.). The two 
former Green Berets until 1984 ran a 
covert op in Indochina aimed at freeing 
U.S. POWs. They have sued the federal 
government becau~e they allege the DIA 
pulled the plug on the op. Photo: 8ob 
Hooper 

CENTER LEFT: Representing the 
several Afghan groups fighting the 
Soviet occupati9n of their country was 
Habibullah Mayar, who came halfway 
around the globe to attend th~ SOF 
Convention. Photo: Bob Hooper 

LEFT: Diving classes at poolside drew a 
lot of stares. But the looks turned to 
envy as the diving class packed up for 
underwater ops at nearby Lake Mead. 
Photo: Dale Andrade 
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water, I figgered I'm gonna go no 
matter what. And here I am, by God!" 
he announced, making a grand 
sweeping gesture with his arm, 
slopping brew on the bar and the 
short balding Frenchman. 

Trying to look unbothered, a big 
quick smile forced itself across the 
Frenchman's face, like heaving a brick 
bat in a mud puddle. He wiped his 
suit jacket with a bar napkin as he 
bellied back up to the bar, politely 
inquiring, "Well, mon ami. What deed 
your madame say thees year?" 

"You know, Frenchie, h'it's a funny 
thing," he said, pausing. "I ain't 
married no more." 

"Vraiment? Surely you jest, " he 
said, slipping a sideways wink. 

"Shorely I just what?" asked the 
Southerner, as poker-faced as a stray 
dog taking a dump at a church picnic. 

Never mind. 
Suffice it to say that the Sixth 

Annual Soldier of Fortune Convention 
and Combat Weapons Expo '85 in 
Las Vegas last September was 
well-attended by many cultures and 
nationalities, with many first-timers 
making it the biggest and best show 
ever. A few active duty types showed 
up, along with a very respectable 
showing of Vietnam and Rhodesian 
vets, even a couple of former 
membe·rs of the French Foreign 
Legion. Lawmen also were 
well-represented, as well as gun 
enthusiasts, outdoorsmen and the just 
plain curious. Over 800 official 
ccinventioneers, 161 competitors for 
the Soldier of Fortune Three-Gun 
International Combat Shooting Match, 
115 crews to man the expo booths 
and many special guests - not to 
mention over 5,000 walk-ins from the 
ca~ino floor - came from far and 
wide, plain and exotic places; 
Australia, Asia, Europe ~nd Africa, 
even from Fairmont, N.C. One of the 
Vegas Strip's most unus~al annual 
spectacles had doubled in size in a 
single year. 

Combat Weapons, Omi;iga Group's 
new high-tech military weapons 
journal, has taken the helm of the 
annual trade show and, as always, 
Expo '85 was a big draw. Old-timers 
noted the gradual shift toward larger 
and more sophisticated exhibits, plus 
the presence of a few Pentagon 
contract companies and international 
ordnance manufacturers such as 
GIAT. Still, from snooping to sniping, 

ABOVE LEFT AND LEFT: Scuba classes 
taught by SOF Contributing Editor John 
Donov~n were sold out. Here 'Donovan 
talks with one of Jlis more courageous 
students, Mel Tatrow, who doesn't let 
the fact th~t he lost both legs in 
Vietnam stop him from having a good 
time. Photo: Bob Brown, Richmond 
(Va.) Times-Dispatch 
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Ninja books, cammied looks and 
machine-gun nookie posters, Ronbo 
T-shirts and all manner of lowbrow 
and high-tech militaria/literature, the 
expo had it all . Assault sailboards, 
kayaks, top-of-the-line electronic 
surveillance equipment, some of the 
nation's leading manufacturers of 
firearms and assault rifle accessories. 
And camouflage. Did I mention 
camouflage? Everything you'd ever 
thought of in camouflage - and many 
things you probably hadn't - were for 
sale. 

The SOF seminars were also quite 
popular. Topics ranged from Soviet 
sniping techniques, a session 
conducted by the magazine's 
internationally noted Kremlin military 
analyst, David Isby, to the latest intel 
on the POW/MIA situation in Indochina 
by the Special Forces personnel who 
ran a highly secretive operation aimed 
at freeing U.S. servicemen still being 
held (see "POWs vs. Uncle Sam, " 
SOF, January '86). Those who had to 
pick and choose between seminars 
and other activities who wish to hear 
what was said at the seminars may 
still do so. Call or write for a title 
listing: On-Site Taping Services, 6942 
Cantaloupe Ave., Van Nuys, CA 
91405, (213) 786-1941 . There are 17 
cassette tapes covering seminar 
presentations. Each tape costs $7.75 
and with every six ordered the seventh 
is free. 

The only somber note at the 
convention was the accidental death 
of 30-year-old Carl Nutter of Las 
Vegas. Nutter, who had signed up for 
the jump school sponsored and taught 
by the Phantom Division, died when 
his parachute failed to open properly. 

The knife fighting class sponsored 
by Cold Steel Inc. proved quite 

TOP RIGHT AND ABOVE RIGHT: These 
guys are destined to do it again, until 
the D.I. gets tired. For the second year, 
SOF's Pugil Stick Tournament proved 
very popular, for participants and 
spectators alike. Photo: Bob Brown, 
Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch 

,. 

......... 
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BELOW LEFT: Gerald Johannes of 
Ordnance Development Corp. looks a 
bit like the absent-minded professor as 
he uses his cigarette to light a fuse on 
this three-inch (roughly) mortar round 
and prepares to drop it down his 
homemade tube. Projected range: 10 
miles ... 

BELOW: After the range officer 
corrected Gerald's aim (elevation via 
screw mount, traversing with Kentucky 
windage) to avoid the possibility of 
hitting Las Vegas, it's bombs away. 
Here the round streaks skyward, off for 
... ? 

·~ .... 
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BELOW: Short round! Well, not quite 
the wild blue yonder, just a little shy of 
the impact area. The round hits the 
ground and like a good soldier begins 
rolling off toward the enemy. 
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BELOW RIGHT: Suddenly struck by the 
realization that it may be back to the 
drawing board, Gerald decides to call it 
a day, a decision that makes a relieved 
range officer's day. 

popular with conventioneers and the 
news media, especially after actor 
Robert Duvall signed up. The 
Academy Award winner tried to keep 
his presence as low-key as possible, 
although at times that proved 
understandably difficult with so many 
fans of Apocalypse Now and The 
Great Santini walking around. Duvall, 
Soldier of Fortune Publisher Robert K. 
Brown and other magazine staff 
members did get a few quite minutes 
together in Brown's Sahara suite to 
talk about Duvall 's upcoming movie in 
which the actor plays a mercenary 
hired to free a kidnap victim in South 
America. 

The scuba class taught by John 
Donovan, SOF's contributing editor for 
demolitions, also was filled to 
capacity, including one gritty vet who 
lost both legs in Vietnam. The 
qualifying dive on nearby Lake Mead 
went off without a hitch. Dr. Demo will 
be teaching an SOF-sponsored scuba 
class sometime this winter in the 
Cayman Islands. See January's 
Bulletin Board for details. 

Duvall was not the only celebrity to 
appear this year at the SOF 
Convention . Major General Ron 
Reid-Daly, founder of Rhodesia's 
famed Selous Scouts, came as 
honored guest. Also prominent on the 
speaker's podium at press 
conferences and the banquet was Dr. 
Jack Wheeler, noted professional 
adventurer, philosopher, author and 
champion of anti-communist causes 
around the world. Wheeler, director of 
the Freedom Research Foundation, 
was instrumental in bringing three 
other dignitaries to Las Vegas; 
Figueiredo Paulo of Angola, the U.S. 
representative for UNITA; and Artur 

ABOVE LEFT: "I don't get no respect!" 
SOF staffer G.B. Crouse, who served as 
D.I. for the 1985 Pugil Stick Tournament, 
got the usual wet treatment from 
contestants after exhorting them on to 
the thrill of victory or the agony of 
defeat. Photo: Bob Brown, Richmond 
(Va.) Times-Dispatch 
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da Fonseca and Fanuel Mahluza of 
RENAMO, an anti-Marxist group 
seeking to free Mozambique from 
Moscow's puppet regime. Nicaragua 
was represented by Mario Calero, 
whose brother, Adolfo, is commander 
in chief of the FON, Nicaragua's 
largest anti-Sandinista group. 
Accompanying Calero were three 
FON troopers, 'Charley,' 'Bennie' and 
'Sierra Ill.' 

J . Michael Plaxco looteq Vegas as 
first-place winner of the Soldier of 
For(une Three-Gun International 
Combat Shooting Match. He walked 
away with 10 grand and a trophy. 
Over $50,000 in cash and prizes were 
awarded to winners. 

Fritz Borchardt of Stor-Fjeld Ltd. 
was back in Vegas with his human 
spiders, performing a simulated 
terrorist-hostage situation for the 
benefit of those around the pool. 
Borchardt & Crew rappelled down the 
side of the Sahara, forced their way 
into the terrorists' lair, dispatched the 
bad guys and scampered down the 
side of the hotel with the beautiful 
damsel no longer in distress. All 
reached the ground safely and the 
crowd by the pool cheered wildly. 

Back by popular demand was the 
pugil stick tournament, staged not 
only for the benefit of those 
conventioneers who wanted to act out 
their aggressive tendencies, but for 

LEFT: A rappelling student (left) of 
Stor-Fjeld Ltd. gets some pointers from 
the old master himself, Fritz Borchardt. 
Fritz said the 1985 cl~ss~s were more 
successful than ever; no drop-outs, eh, 
Fritz? Photo: Dale Anc!rade 

BELOW LEFT: F.J. Borchardt of 
Stor-Fjeld Ltd., right, provides cover as 
fellow SWAT team member enters 
Sahara Hotel stairwell during simulated 
terrorist-hostage rescue, staged for the 
benefit of those gathered around the 
pool for the pugil stick tournament. 
Photo: Dale Andrade 

BELOW: Fun in the sun, SOF-style. 
These guys were only a small part of 
fun and games, at home on the range at 
the 1985 convention. Photo: Dale 
Andrade 
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the idle amusement (not to mention 
gambling pleasure) of those who 
streamed out of the casino to watch 
this military version of a he-man 
contest. The fight everyone was 
talking about was the Holmes-Spinks 
matchup, but the most exciting 
clashes were over the Sahara pool. 
This rather informal contest promises 
to be a regular event in conventions 
to come. Perhaps some cash prizes 
might be in order in the future. 

Punctuating the pugil pummeling on 
the final night were some artillery 
simulators someone had hidden with 
time fuses around the pool area. 
These little pranks really got the 
Sahara Hotel security people going. 
And if that wasn't enough, another 
jokester ignited a smoke bomb in the 
hqllway outside Brown's suite during a 
VIP reception. At least one little old 
lady who had survived the MGM 
Grand Hotel fire that killed scores of 
people was not amused. 

Please file under the heading of 
unconventional - or maybe just Plain 
Weird - the rather inebriated chap 
riding up and down the Sahara 
elevators at 2 a.m., stopping on every 
floor to loudly blow a metal whistle 
through an electronic bullhorn and 
read a few passages from the Book of 
Isaiah. He was threatening anyone 
who got near him with a stun gun and 
seemed to have the elevator car all to 
himself. There js no truth to the rumor 
that the maniac in question happ~ned 
to be one of the magazine's associate 
editors who has a Southern drawl and 
was doing his Dr. Gonzo imitation. 

But the convention calmed down to 
a level of respect commensurate with 
the occasion of the closing night 
banquet. Patriotic fervor ran high as 
Brown and his invited guests 
marshaled the crowd to Free World 
causes and all that is good and true. 
The convention concluded in a spirit 
typifying Soldier of Fortune: Death to 
Tyrants! ~ 

TOP LEFT: Cammied conventioneers 
come in all ages, shapes and sizes. 
(Left to right) Debra Kennedy, Emilee, 2, 
Brittnee, 2 months, and Gil Kennedy 
take a break during the rappelling 
demonstration held at the Sahara. 
Photo: Bob Brown, Richmond (Va.) 
Times-Dispatch 

CENTER LEFT: Sportily dressed SOF 
Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown and 
Academy Award winner Robert Duvall 
met during the convention to discuss 
Duvall's new movie project in which he 
portrays a mercenary. Photo: Bob 
Brown, Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch 

LEFT: Three-Gun Match shooter Neil 
Keegstra, armed with new military 9mm 
Beretta, sprints up the canyon range 
during the handgun phase of the 
competition. Photo: Bob Brown, 
Richmond (Va.) Times-Dispatch 
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SOI~ SOUTHERN AFRICA 

ANGOLAN . . . . . 

REFLECTIONS 
A Mercenary's Road to Hell 

My name is Gary Acker. I spent three 
years in the United States Marine Corps 
from 1972 to 1975. My specialty training 
was machineguns-M60sand .50-cal. M2 
Brownings - and internal security. On 14 
February 1976, after capture by the. com­
munist-backed MPLA and their Cuban 
allies in Angola, I began to serve a seven­
and-a-half~year prison term for the "crime" 
o/ being a mercenary. 

I T all stijrted eleven years ago when I saw 
an article reprinted from the Sacramento 

Bee concerning the recruitment of merce­
naries for service in Angola. It piqued my 
interest, since I'd wanted to get into this line 
of work after being discharged from the 
Marine Corps. 

I wrote, and Bufkin wrote back. In subse­
quent communication Bufkin told me I 
would have to pay my own way to Zaire , but 
I would be reimbursed upon arrival. Th~t 

Gary Acker, after his release from prison, 
poses wiih Holden Roberto. Photo courtesy 
Gary Ack.er 
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by Gary Acker 

was almost true: I would be paying my way, 
but I would also pay his. And I never would 
get paid back . .. unless you consider room 
and board in an Angolan prison getting paid 
back. 

We arranged to meet at the Fresno airport 
on 26 December 1975 . Bufkin couldn't 
afford his own ticket, so I paid for both of 
ours . 

We flew to Los Angeles and met up with 
Frank Mariano and Lobo de! Sol, who were 
planning to go to Angola with us. But things 
kept getting delayed so we returned to Fres­
no . Lobo and I waited for weeks between 
Bufkin 's house and the Hilton Hotel. It was 
on-again, off-again . And I was paying all 
the bills. · 

Finally, the FNLA air-serviced strong­
hold of~armona (Uige) , Angola, fell so we 
couldn't fly straight in anymore. We waited 
some more. 

During this interlude, Bufkin had started 
his paper, Mercenary Forces Group. Lobo 
and I had whiled away our empty hours by 
typing it and organizing the files and cate­
gorizing letters. We had letters from all over 
the world: from a man who had 12 Belgian 
mercenaries ready to go but needed money , 
to a man who had been on the Mayaguez. I 
catalogued them all and listed them by spe­
cialty and training. I was working for Buf­
kin , I still hadn't been paid, I had already 
written off the loan of the price of Bufkin 's 
plane ticket , and the money I'd saved from 
the Marine Corps was giving out fast. 

I finally had an attack of good sense and 
went home in January 1976. That was when 
I received a telephone call from the FBI. I 
told them everything was off. 

Soon after, Lobo called and asked me ifl 
was still interested in going to Angola. My 
only question was , " Who's recruiting?" 

"Well, I can't tell you." But I knew who 
it was. And Bufkin still hadn't repaid the. 
money that he owed me . I decided to go 
anyway . 

I met Lobo at the Sky View Hotel in New 
York along with Eugene Scalon and Gus 
Grillo ." The next day we met up with the 

others at Kennedy airport. Grillo was hav­
ing some problems with his papers because 
he was an Argentine citizen. Daniel 
Gearhart met us at Kennedy , but it wasn't 
actually until we arrived at Charles de 
Gaulle that I ever spoke to him. At Charles 
de Gaulle we changed planes and headed to 
Kinshasa. 

We landed in Kinshasa late on 7 Febru­
ary. No one was there to meet us from the 
FNLA so we waited at the airport. It didn't 
take long before we were hassled by the 
airport security people. They checked our 
vaccination cards and noticed that I was 
missing a cholera vaccination and Danny 
didn ' t have a vaccination card at all. The 
airport officials took Danny, me and George 
Bacon into their medical inspection room 
with trays full of empty syringes and an 
empty medicine cabinet. 

" Well , gentlemen, you don ' t have your 
vaccination? How are we going to resolve 
this?" 

They wanted to be bribed . Danny paid 
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$70 for all of us . Then they asked me how 
much currency I had - $7 in cash and $130 
in travelers checks. A Zairean official 
grabbed the $7 out of my hand. 

Then a Zairean army officer took all of 
our passports, never to be seen again. 
Someone from the FNLA finally showed up 
- I believe it was General Garcia. Two 
taxicabs picked us up and drove us to FNLA 
headquarters in Kinshasa. 

At FNLA headquarters, close-mouthed 
British mercenaries watched us intently . 
Then an American, Nick Hall , and the Briis 
took us to the Palace Restaurant not far from 
the American Embassy in Kinshasa . On the 
way , one Brit pointed to the American 
Embassy. 

" If you guys want to go back there ' s the 
American Embassy.'' 

While we were having dinner they told 
stories of what it was like at the border. I 
wasn' t paying much attention, but I did 
notice that Eugene Scalon didn ' t have much 
of an appetite. He said he would wait out-
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side for us . Instead he went to the American 
Embassy and turned himself in. He wanted 
to go home. Later, Danny and George got a 
phone call from the American Embassy. 
They ordered us to report to the American 
Embassy. If we didn't , they threatened to 
knock down the doors to get us. I wish they 
had. 

Instead, after dinner we were taken to the 
Intercontinental in Kinshasa where we 
stayed three days and two nights. I roomed 
with Lobo, Danny roomed with Bacon and 
Bufkin was with Tom Otis. Otis was sup­
posedly a liaison between Holden Roberto 
and the military. We thought the plot was 
thickening, fina lly. Were we ever wrong: 
The weirdness was just beginning. 

When Lobo and I left our room at night 
we put a small piece of paper in the jam so if 
anybody opened the door it would fall. 
When we returned, the paper was on the 

floor but the files were in a briefcase. They 
hadn' t been opened , but a bedspread was 
pulled back. Someone had been in our 
room, and we never found out who it was. 

Colonel Peter MacLeese, ex-British SAS 
and a colonel with the FNLA, came up the 
second night we were there and briefed us on 
the situation at the front. He asked if we were 
still interested, what our specialties were and 
told us that we would be lieutenants. If we 
could accept the situation, that is. 

Basically we were losing. Only two white 
mercenaries were holding the area, though 
more were expected the following day. It 
was hopeless, but we were going down to do 
what we could. Everything around Sao Sal­
vador (Mbanza Congo) had fallen. 

It looked grim. Colonel MacLeese told us 
what had happened with Callan and the 
massacre that occurred at Mbanza Congo. 
(See "Mad Dog Callan, A Mere Runs 
Amuck, " SOF, Fall 1976.) Callan was on 
the run in the bush. If we saw Callan, he 
said, we were to shoot him on sight. 
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On 9 February we were to link up with 
some British meres who were going to be 
coming in. Then we were to fly to Sao 
Salvador, but our departure was delayed. 
Back to the hotels. 

Then I heard from Lobo that Bufkin 
wanted to silence me. Bufkin didn't want 
anything to get out to the FBI. He hoped I 
might get killed in the field, and there were 
hints that bad luck might get some active 
assistance in my case. I was furious and 
that's when I mentioned the money that 
Bufkin still owed me. 

Butl found I wasn't alone. Bufkin owed a 
lot of people a lot of money. Bufkin had 
charged a bill of $2,500 on Tom Otis' credit 
cards. He was supposed to have given $500 
to Otis' wife and $500 to Otis' parents but 
he didn't. 

When we put all of this together, Buf­
kin's lies came out. Along with the money 
problems, Bufkin had told me in Fresno that 
there were 250 mercenaries in Angola -
Brits, Americans, French, Germans. He 
also said there were special commando 
groups that were fairly well-equipped. It 
was all lies. 

Tom Otis told us that Bufkin was plan­
ning to go back to the States with $76,000 in 
cash. We went into his room and opened his 
seabag. Out fell his bright red beret and his 
deerhunting cammies, followed by an UZI 
with a magazine pouch and three loaded 
magazines. He also had a loaded Walther 
P-38. What was he planning to do with this? 
Where was he going to go? He couldn't get 
through U.S. customs with that. We were 
very curious . . . and getting pissed. 

Danny, Gus, Bacon, Lobo, Tom and I 
got into the elevator in search of Bufkin. 
And as the elevator door opened, we saw 
him. 

"Get in the elevator, we' want to talk to 
you." It was a good thing for the decor of 
the lobby that he followed orders. 

When we reached our floor, we pushed 
him ahead of us down the hall and into Nick 
Hall's room. I pulled out Bufkin's P-38, 
chambered a round, checked the safety, and 
stuck it in my back pocket. Danny guarded 
the door with the UZI. Nobody was getting 
out. 

I wanted to blow Bufkin away right there. 
Instead, we had a miniature court-martial. 

Tom Otis was just as mad as I was. He 
was ready to let Bufkin and Nick Hall have 
it. (So far, Nick Hall had done little but run 
around with a little handbag with about 
$10,000 in $100 bills and a Browning 9mm 
in it.) As the ranting and raving continued 
Bufkin made a dumb mistake. He jumped 
out of his chair to get a cigarette. I didn't 
know what he was doing; the P"38 came out 
of my back pocket in a flash and I almost 
shot him. After that his behavior improved. 
He didn't move and kept his mouth shut. 

We voted on Bufkin's fate and decided to 
send him to the front as a regular foot soldier 
- without his money. He was no longer a 
colonel. That was unanimous and our deci­
sion was final. 

Finally we prepared to go into the field. 
We went to Holden Roberto's house which 
was right across the street from Mobutu's 
palace. Roberto presented each of us with 
two sets of Belgian camouflage uniforms. 

Cuimbae 
Mbanza• 
Congo 

(Sao Salvador 
• do Congo) 

Quimbelee 

• Damba 

Tomboco 

Uige 
(Carmona)• 

• N'gage 

Gombe• 

OCEAN 

100 200 Kilometers 

100 Miles 
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ATLANTIC 

OCEAN 

I had brought all my own equipment so I 
had no intention of wearing what I was 
given. Besides, FNLA equipment wasn't 
known for its ruggedness. When we were 
out in the field Lobo's wallet fell out of his 
pants pocket - still enclosed in the pocket. 
All I took from their stores was Bufkin's 
UZI and a brand-new Belgian-made Brown­
ing 9mm, some extra magazines and a 
magazine pouch. 

We ran into some Brits dressed in civ­
vies. They were anxious to go home. They 
had arrived 28 January and it was now 9 
February. That was all we learned about 
them before they told us that their orders 
were not to say anything to us. But we did 
hear about one guy who couldn't go home 
yet. He was in a hospital. He had been 
making a booby trap and it went off. 

But we were headed for the border and in 
pretty good spirits. We stopped along the 
way for some bread and Simba beer while 
we waited for a Panhard scout car. It finally 
arrived followed by a truck carrying 
ammunition and towing a Chinese howit­
zer. We headed toward Zaire and the Ango­
lan border. 

I was in the scout car with Lobo. The 
scout car kept losing power, and held us up 
in what could have been good ambush sites, 
besides separating us from the other vehi­
cles. We weren't too happy with it. Fortu­
nately, we also had a Land Rover, so we 
abandoned the brand-new Panhard. 

The border was a letdown. No barbwire 
fences or bunkers, just a bar across the dirt 
road guarded by a couple ofFNLA soldiers. 
George Bacon spoke a few words in French 
and they opened up the barricade. We all 
jumped into the Rover and headed off to­
ward Sao Salvador. 

There were a lot of refugees on the road 
headed toward Zaire. Sao Salvador was 
pretty much deserted by the time we got 
there. When the Brits arrived earlier the 
crowds cheered and waved. They didn't 
cheer us. 

At the governor's house in Sao Salvador 
we noticed Portuguese manning the tanks 
and loading shells into the tanks. A vehicle 
pulled up and dropped off a bunch of 
weapons which I believe had come up from 
the Maquela de Zombo area. They were 
getting ready for an operation. 

The first person Lobo and I talked to was 
MacLeese regarding Col. Bufkin - make 
that Private Bufkin. He reviewed our infor­
mal court-martial and upheld it. 

There was no time for rest, though - we 
headed out on a two-day recce to check 
avenues of escape around the border. Doug­
las was there when the first group of British 
arrived and whether he worked for the CIA 
or with Canadian Intelligence, I don't 
know. But there was something special 
about this guy. My buddy (and eventual 
cellmate) John Lawlor told me that Callan 
would tell everyone else what to do, but not 
Douglas Newbee, or "Canada," as we 
called him. 

We were paid two weeks' advance pay in 
Kinshasa: $1,000 in $100 bills. Actually, it 
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was $2,500/month, $1,000 in the first in­
stallment and $1 ,500 in the next. Things 
were looking up . 

We found ourselves put up in rooms at the 
governor's mansion . There were no beds so 
we slept on the floor. The bathroom was a 
mess - the bathtub was full of blood , ban­
dages and a combat jacket. Everything was 
caked in blood. Evidently, they used it as 
some sort of hospital. 

On 11 May 1976, the FNLA decided they 
needed someone to go back to the States to 
get more Americans and they planned to 
send Lobo. Lobo had gone out on a patrol to 
the west and he and John Nammock had just 
missed making contact with the enemy . He 
left that afternoon. 
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I woke on the the 11th at first light and 
had some canned bully beef, cheese and 
Zairean bread . MacLeese gave an order to 
clean the place. Ammo boxes were strewn 
everywhere . Orders were to shave and shine 
boots and make morning formation on the 
12th . 

I didn ' t do any of this. I wasn ' t in Angola 
to shine my shoes or shave and I wasn't in 
the mood to play games. If MacLeese 

wanted to court-martial me I would have 
shot him . I still had the UZI resting next to 
the pistol on my holster. Even my friends 
knew that meant business. 

After we 'd arrived in Sao Salvador, 
" Shotgun Charlie" came up to me in the 
main living room and said, " Did anyone 
ever call you Babyface before?" 

I had my hand right where I always kept it 
- on the UZI. "Not more than once." 

Anybody who was there , or ever read 
about the Angolan mercenary operation 
could tell you that Charlie was more than a 
bubble off. He had already killed way too 
many people with Callan . But he just 
walked away and never spoke to me again. 
He knew I would have shot him on the spot. 
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I hadn't come to Angola to play games - I 
wanted to fight. 

On the 11th, Gus, George and I scouted 
the area. I drove the Panhard scout car 
around the outskirts of town , checking out 
the houses and vantage points where per­
sonnel would be stationed to keep an eye out 
for enemy troops. We were joined by a 
couple of black officers and Sergeant Gonga 
who was MacLeese's interpreter. 

Then Gus, Sgt. Gonga and I made the 
liaison with another FNLA garrison. We 
took the ammunition, all the old weapons, 
as much ammunition as we could, brand­
new Ml carbines, two or three cases ofM33 
grenades , one MG34 and some mines. In 
addition, we took 20 old heavy-barreled 
Belgian FNs. 

Then we took the FNLA comandantes 
and two crews of JO to 20 men out for 
training to a place that looked like a secon­
dary airstrip . The youngest was about 12 
years old and he did the best in perform­
ance . The kid came into the compound on 
Friday the 13th, carrying an Ml Carbine 
and said he had been in five major firefights 
and that his parents had been killed by 
FAPLA. We gladly trained him. 

Both Gus and I took turns firing at each 
other, up to three feet away from each 
other's feet. Afterward we had the FNLA 
comandantes do it. Most of them developed 
sudden stomach problems and couldn ' t go 
on with it. But the kid did everything. He 
threw the grenades , he fired the LA Ws, he 
did the fi re and movement. 

Because I'm a machine-gunner, I checked 
over the inventory. I immediately grabbed a 
.30-cal. Browning. Unfortunately that fine 
machine gun was typical of the poor weapons 
maintenance we ran into. When we fired it the 
bezel ring and flash suppressor came off. It 
would only fire one round at a time and you 
had to cock it each time. 

After firing a few things we hadn ' t seen 

FNLA crews learn how to fire RPG-7s 
during training exercise. Photo: Al J . 
Venter 
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before , George and I settled down to an 
inventory . We had 120mm, 81mm and 
60mm mortars, grenades, brand-new 
LAW s and M79 grenade launchers. There 
were a couple of crates from Korea marked 
''Agricultural Equipment ,' ' with small 
British wire-guided anti-tank rockets. There 
were two T-54 tanks, one Panhard armored 
car with two mounted GPMGs, one small 
Panhard, a 60mm mortar, three Land Rov­
ers with J06mm recoilless rifles, mounted, 
and one Rover with a Soviet 12. 7mm HMG. 
They also had an FN MAG. 

On the gate in Sao Salvador they had an 
honest-to-God World War II German 
MG34 with a JOO-round belt of armor­
piercing rounds . After some cleaning it 
functioned flawlessly . Two more MG34s 
lay in the back room, one with a completely 
rusted-out barrel, and a brand-new MG42 
which became my baby. That '42 was my 
machine gun and I carried it everywhere I 
went. Since I didn't have an A-gunner, I had 
to carry my own ammo - 200 rounds 
around my neck and 500 rounds in a can. Of 
course, I made sure every 'vehicle I rode in 
had extra cans of ammunition. I gave my 
UZI to George Bacon. 

We had quite a bit of ammunition, espe­
cially for the MG34. They had the non­
disintegrating metal-link belts so I had Sgt. 
Gonga take out the 7 .62mrn rounds and 
insert German 7. 92mm, then I put the belts 
together. They had more belts than I knew 
what to do with. We piled explosives and 
ammunition right under our window by the 
back of the house. I finished the inventory 
and gave it to MacLeese. 

There was a conference on the morning of 
the 11th. Holden Roberto told me that if 
anybody came near, to shoot on sight. This 
was Holden Roberto 's town and he wanted 
us to hold it as long as possible . 

"What do they think this is," one Brit 
remarked, "the Alamo?" 

They eventually moved beds into 04r 
room on the 12th. But I continued to sleep 
on the floor. I still haven't been able to 
shake the habit: To this day I sleep on the 
floor. 

The food was improving ,. though. The 
quartermaster bought some goats, fresh Zai­
rean bread , Simba beer, fresh small toma­
toes , bully beef and noodles bought from 
the locals. 

MacLeese had to go back to Kinshasa on 
the 13th. But before he left he and his men 
had tested an 82mrn Chinese recoilless rifle 
in a little valley outside Sao Salvador. I was 
in the ammunition shed and all I heard was 
weapons firing and blacks yelling , 
"FAPLA, FAPLA, FAPLA .. . "All I saw 
was an exodus out the front gate. I went up 
by the flagpole and most of the British were 
standing by the front door of the big house 
watching. What was going on? All the 
blacks were running so the enemy must be 
around somewhere. But the blacks were 
going in the opposite direction of where 
they thought the enemy was. 

MacLeese, John Mamick and a Hungar­
ian mercenary pointed their weapons at a 

guy who was just about to drive out. Mac­
Leese smashed the window of the truck, 
grabbed him and pulled him out. That was 
all the meres needed . They rounded up all 
the black soldiers, took away their red be­
rets and lectured them. If we had really been 
attacked we had decided to head out across 
the border and all blacks would be consid­
ered enemies. 

On the 13th, MacLeese went back to 
Kinshasa and Gus Grillo mounted a patrol in 
the morning. He left with Mamick , 
Gearhart, Charlie and a few others ... 
twelve altogether. He went out in two Rov­
ers and took a Stalin 's Organ trailer­
mounted multiple rocket launcher. They 
were supposed to go to Cuimba and slow the 
advance of the Cuban column. Cubans were 
moving day and night , so confident of their 
safety that they drove with their headlights 
on. We had some unsourced aerial recon 
photos of the columns moving in the night. 

The Cubans were close enough that we'd 
sent a recon team the night before . We were 
all hungry for action, so the night patrol had 
carried a silenced .32 Beretta for sentry 
removal . They snooped and scurried and 
brought back nothing but bad news. The 
closest Cuban column was just the other 
side of Cuimba. Our force was supposed to 
block them there, just to buy a little time. 

Dave, a British guy who was sleeping in 
our room, was supposed to have been in 
charge of a second group, and he wanted me 
to go along. Having nothing better to do , I 
took my machine gun and ammunition and I 
went with Dave. After all , I was supposed to 
be a mercenary . We were supposed to pro­
ceed south by southeast to a fork in the road 
by Gombe. 

It's important to remember that these were 
symbolic actions. The force manning mud 
walls at the Alamo had nothing on us. We 
were surrounded and outnumbered 
thousands to one. Within days Tomboco 
fell, Damba fell, Maquela do Zombo fell. 
Stalin' s Organs and MG42s weren' t the only 
things we shared with the Germans on the 
Eastern Front: We were dead meat. Cubans 
were closing in, and they were exerting ev­
ery effort to catch us in Sao Salvador. 

So anyway, they sent us out. George and 
a couple of men were loading up the vehicle 
and left after us . They were going to prepare 
to blow two small concrete bridges, just to 
give another couple of days before the 
Cubans and F APLA closed on us from 
another direction. 

We took off with a PRC-25 radio, person­
al weapons, water and a little food loaded 
into the GPMG-mounted Panhard and a 
Rover and drove up to the fork by Gombe. 
We were barreling down the road for some 
hours with the abandon of desperate men 
when one of the Panhard gunners up top 
yelled that he saw headlights. The driver ran 
the scout car off the road to await develop­
ments. 

Too bad for us , the Panhard- like every­
thing else - was badly maintained and the 
reverse gear didn't work. The driver had 
pulled off at an angle, headed down the hill 
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and into heavy bush. He couldn't drive for­
ward to get back on the road and he couldn't 
back up. 

The driver stayed to fool with the 
Panhard, and the rest of us moved down the 
edge of the road to survey the situation and 
to intercept the vehicles coming toward us. 
But nothing came. The lights had come 
from campfires, and the bouncing of the 
vehicles made the fires look like they were 
moving . We trudged back, disappointed 
that there was still no action, although just 
as pleased not to be facing thousands of 
blacks and Cubans from the cover of a dis­
abled scout car. 

We finally left the Panhard. As a one­
time Marine machine-gunner, I wanted 
them to take the MAGs mounted on the 
Panhard, but I already had my MG42, and 
nobody else wanted to carry one. Besides, 
the Rover was too small for all the people 
we had to pile into it, and the MGs would 
have complicated things. So we pulled the 
bolts from the MAGs and left them on the 
Panhard , loaded into the Rover and took 
off. 

A half-hour later, one of the men saw 
lights behind us, so we pulled into a village 
and I set up my MG42 on a mound of dirt. 
Nothing appeared on the road, again, but a 
black woman saw us and brought us bana­
nas. That was a nice gesture, but staying 
there would have exposed the villagers to 
the Cuban attack, and it would make target 
identification harder for us. 

At this point, Dave obviously didn't 
know what to do, was feeling generally 
helpless , and had quit issuing orders. I 
assumed comand. 

We backtracked up the road to a hut with 
a little orchard. The grass in and around this 
orchard was cut to the ground. This was a 
better place to stop the Cuban column. 

I parked the Rover in a ditch where it was 
covered by long grass, facing back toward 
Sao Salvador (for our getaway), and 
mounted my MG42 on the hood. There was 
a bit of a moon out that night - it wasn't 
pitch black so we'd be able to see the 
Cubans come, and they wouldn't see us 
until it was too late. 

Besides, this wasn't a last stand. All we 
were supposed to do was hold the FAPLA 
and Cubans on the road until just before first 
light. In the dark they would have no idea 
how many of us there were, if we kept fire 
discipline and moved periodically, and the 
Angolans wouldn't be anxious to attack in 
the dark . The Cubans would have their 
hands full with the Angolans. We were pret­
ty safe, all things considered, and by first 
light Bacon and the blacks would be ready 
to blow the bridge as soon as we crossed it. 

I set watches, but I stayed by my MG, 
awake, all night. But the Cubans never 
came so, reprieved, we headed back to the 
bridge to link up with Bacon. The plan had 
been to blow the bridge after we crossed it. 
But one of his blacks had shot himself in the 
heel with his M2 Carbine. Then Bacon had 
decided he was going to leave nothing but 
craters where the bridge foundations had 
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been. So between patching up the wounded 
black, and digging enormous amounts of 
TNT into the dirt around the bridge abut­
ments, they weren't ready. 

When Bacon had everything wired I 
wanted the bridge to come down. But Bacon 
wanted radio confirmation, and we couldn't 
reach Sao Salvador from the river valley, so 
we drove back to the village to find higher 
ground. But we still couldn't reach Sao Sal­
vador. 

While we were messing with the radio, 
Canada came down the road with a Portu­
guese driver and two Brits. We briefed him 
and he told us that the Cubans were slowing 
down, and our other patrol was in Cuimba. 
Canada wanted me and George to go with 
him to link up with the other patrol. 

After we sat in the village for a few min­
utes, talking with the chief and eating 
peanuts, we headed back to the bridge, 
packed up Bacon's crew and my patrol and 
sent them back in the two working vehicles. 
George and I climbed into the back of Cana­
da's long-wheelbase grey Rover and we 
took off. 

That Rover had a white-painted metal 
roof, and the side doors were removed. The 
back door was still intact, and they had 
loaded the back with ammo and explosives. 
There were three in the front and two hang­
ing on behind the front doors , standing on 
the running boards . Getting in and out of the 
back door with our weapons was a problem. 
Thinking things had gone too well so far, I 
told Bacon to get in before me, and I'd sit 
next to the back door with my machine gun. 
That way, if we got hit, I'd be out the door 
first with some firepower. George agreed 
and crawled in over the pile of munitions. 

We went on down the road. The Portu­
guese driver was making the long, heavily 
loaded Rover fly on the dirt road and the 
guys on the sides were too busy hanging on 
to watch the bush. 

"I don't like this, George. " 
George just shook his head. 
After a while we came across a black on 

the road. The Portuguese slowed and asked 
him who he was. The black was carrying an 
AK and had new chest-pouches full of 

magazines. He said he was FNLA. The 
Pork took him at his word and we barreled 
on down the road. 

Fernando, the Portuguese, seemed en­
couraged by seeing somebody on the road 
so he started driving faster. Finally his driv­
ing got to Canada, and Canada told him to 
slow down. We were headed for a steep­
sided dip with a sharp rise behind it, and 
nobody but the Pork seemed to be eager to 
launch the Rover from that ramp. 

Canada bought most of us another minute 
of life. 

We went over the rise, just barely under 
control, and slewed up behind a smoking 
blue stake-bed truck with our brakes locked 
up. Everybody was treating this as if it were 
normal, perhaps because they were glad that 
we weren't being thrown about the inside of 
the Rover. 

Me, I was furious. We were encircled, 
we'd just seen a black scout, and this truck 
didn't belong to us. I twisted around to face 
the front, and thought about shooting our 
driver and taking the wheel. I wish I had: 
lives would have been saved, and I 
would've stayed out of prison. The first rule 
in motor travel in combat is to keep moving. 
The ground around the road was level and 
grassy with a few trees. We would have 
made it. 

The Portuguese drove us right up under 
the bumper of the stake-bed and stopped. 
When I looked around there was a BDRM 
on the side of the road facing us. We had just 
become the rearguard of a Cuban column. 

The enemy wasn't nearly as surprised as 
we were. I saw a guy stand up off to the right 
of the BDRM and start firing . The first 
bullet went right through the windshield. 
The show was over. Silence followed the 
first shot for the space of three beats of my 
racing heart and then the Rover started com­
ing apart like a beer can blasted by birdshot. 

I must have been hit by the first volley, 
but didn't know it. Aluminum paneling 
ripped and popped before my eyes and glass 
flew through the air like leaves in a tornado. 
I got hit from behind the left calf and the 
bullet came out through the shin. Then I was 
hit again in the right boot but the round 
stopped in the hard plastic, leaving a blood 
blister in my heel. All I heard was gunfire. 

Continued on page 130 
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BATS, BUGS & 
BLISTERS 
Continued from page 79 

Don't mess with the caterpillars. 
The two-toed sloth is not one of the pests 

you have to worry about in the Central 
American jungle, but it does add to the list 
of ailments you can pick up. It carries a 
nasty disease called Leishmaniasis. Enter 
the sand fly, nicknamed "no-see-um. " The 
sand fly spends all his life from ground level 
to approximately two feet above the ground 
and will often bite the two-toed sloth before 
biting a human like you and me. That makes 
us the proud new owners of Leishmaniasis. 
It usually takes anywhere from two weeks to 
a year to show up, usually in the form of 
jungle sores or topical ulcers. One variation 
of this disease is fatal when untreated. 

The problem with the disease is that the 
sores are not painful and it will heal on its 
own about 70 percent of the time. Of this 70 
percent, another 5 percent will have the 
disease return in its fatal form years later. 
For the 30 percent that will not heal on their 
own, it will continue to spread. This disease 
can be cured at a medical facility with a drug 
called Penastan. 

That scourge of tropical areas the world 
over, the mosquito, infests the jungles of 
Central America as well. There are 275 
different types of mosquitoes in Panama. 
They carry dengue, yellow fever, typhus 
and encephalitis. To protect yourself 
against these jungle nasties wear loose, 
comfortable clothing and use plenty of bug 
spray. The most important thing to remem­
ber is that while Uncle Sam has pretty much 
wiped out malaria in Panama, Uncle Juan 
has not managed to do so in many of the 
other Latin countries. In Panam_a they have 
a yellow fever epidemic about every seven 
years and, according to Murphy' s Law, it 
will probably break out again the year you 
go down to JOTC. 

And you have to have spiders in the jun­
gle. Spiders like to live in warm, dark, and 
moist places - so expect them there and 
avoid them. The spider is over 300 million 
years old. The spider used to be an aquatic 
animal so his food source, insects, evolved 
wings and left the water. The spider evolved 
spider webs and became the world's first 
paratrooper. And there are many types in 
the jungle. 

Tarantula spiders have a mean bite. The 
pain will last three to four hours, but their 
poison is mild. If you don't mess with him, 
he won't mess with you. The black widow 
and the brown spider live in Panama, and 
antivenin is available. Fortunately, they are 
rare so there is little to worry about. Panama 
also has the brown recluse spider. When this 
little monster nips you , there is often no 
pain. However, the area around the bite 
soon develops gangrene if not treated with 
antivenin. The only way to save your life 
may be to amputate the infected area. 

Remember the movies about vampire 
bats? Remember how big they were? Well, 

FEBRUARY 86 



La Sentinelle 
SPRING LOADED 

STEEL 
WHIP 

Compact Security 
6" closed ... 

ZAP! 15" coiled 
STEEL protection. 

Our Price 

$ 24.95 postpaid, 
and that includes a FREE 

leather holster. Made 
in France. Handsome black. 

Small : 6'k 6'/• Large : 71/ , -73/e 

Medium: 7-71/e. X-La rge: 71/z-7% 

$22.50 
POSTPAID 

Mini-Mag flashlight 
4 ounces of pure Mag quality. 5-314" long, jet black. 
Machine tooled precision and state of the art optics . . 
twist the head for soft flood to pinpoint spot. Our price 
$13.95 postpaid. Accessory kit with pocket clip, key 
ring, colored lens set, lanyard and lens holder, $4.95 
postpaid. Buy both at COMBO price of $17.95 postpaid. 

HIDING BOOK 

One of the 
slickest places to 
secrete money has always been in a book. Think of how many 
books a thief would have to look through: And now you can 
hide larger things . . like a gun, or a box of jewelry .. many 
things. And you can carry your hidden object with you in one of 
these " Hiding Books". Full size book. random titles used, 
handmade, and velvet lined in red. Brand new books. With 
cover close you can't tell tram any other pook. The space 
inside is 5 x 8 inches. This is a top quality item. 

DISTANT SOUND DETECTOR 
MULTIPLIES SOUND 5000 TIMES 

!~c~p,!~YDP~lsec~~.~~~~~OI ~ 
The VanSleek Farfoon combines ~ 
the parabolic dish Sound Mirror 
of the Double Farfoon with the 
handy size of the smaller Hunters 
Ear. The result is a superior direc­
tional receptor without the 
widespread large dish receptors 
which in many applications are 
cumbersome to use and trans­
port. The VanSleek Farfoon uses 
the same type retrograde sound 
as the Double Farfoon. Take 
VanSleek into tight places. Enjoy 
the mirrored sound gathering not 
possible with direct receiver pro­
ducts. 

The VanSleek FARFOON is the 
most sophisticated yet devel­
oped of the sound devices. 

postpaid 

THE VanSleek 

111.l .. ~ FAAFOON ,ri-
~~~·"""'""'"_j_.,~_--;,,...._~t~- } ,r:!IJ~ 

Hear& A Whisper 

Farther than TWO Footb a ll Fields 

NEW! "SOUND CUT-our CIRCUIT 

$63 
Because your safety may someday 
depend upon the current available 
from the battery that powers this unit, 
Nova Technologies, Inc. strongly 

STUN GUN 50,000 VOL TS! 
directs that you equip your XR5000 

with a rechargeable 9-volt Nickel­
Cadmium battery. Rechargeable set 
includes single charger, module and 
one 9-volt battery. 

FREE Leather Holster 

STUN GUN will instantly 
" scramble" an attacker's 
nervous system causing 
immediate - (temporary) 
paralysis! By simply touch­
ing your attacker anywhere 
he will drop helpless even 
through many 1a·yers of clo­
thing. But not lethal. 

Charger & battery $16 

(ft 
rechargeable 
battery set 
Reu1~19u111eusi ro 1000 1"''f'• • s 

•This is the authentic AMERICAN 
MADE Nova XRSOOO. Beware of lm­
milations now on the market. Every 
Nova XR5000 we ship contains war­
ranty and instructions from Nova 
Technologies, Austin, Texas, your 
assurance this is the genuine article. 



VERTICAL 
WORK 

requires the specialist 
equipped with the right 

gear. For over six years, 
CMC has been equipping 

and training special 
operation teams with 

satisfied customers from 
the FBI and Secret Service 

down to the smallest 
department. Whether 

police or military, CMC 
offers the finest equipment 

available, backed by 
experienced advice. 

CMG is the national 
distributor for CMC 

harnesses, Web Gear, 
and Rappel Gloves; SMC 

Carabiners, Russ 
Anderson Figure Bs, and 

rappel ropes from 
Wellington-Puritan. Also, 

ask about the CMC 
Tactical Rappel Course. 

ask for our free catalog 

dealer inquiries invited 

California Mountain 
Company, Ltd. 

P.O. Box 6602 
Santa Barbara, CA 93160 

800-235-5741 
805-967-5654 (inside CA) 

108 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

they're not. The vampire is usually very 
small, often no larger than your extended 
thumb. The difference between a vampire 
and a fish bat or a fruit bat - both quite 
harmless - is first , the small size of the 
vampire, and second, the lack of a skin 
membrane between the vampire's rear legs, 
and thirdly, it carries a large claw at the tip 
of its wings. The vampire is a nocturnal 
hunter and has an estimated flight range of 
about two miles from its roost to its food 
source. 

The little vampire flies around looking 
for a warm-blooded, non-active food 
source. He takes off in the early evening 
looking for a warm, still body. When he 
finds it, he dives down and crash lands 
about 15 feet from the body. Then he stops 
and waits; he's listening to see if the victim 
is still breathing. He wants to know if you're 
dead or just sleeping. He only dines on the 
living. Then he'll low-crawl over to your 
position and look for an exposed part of 
your skin. Then he chows down. 

Vampires produce two chemicals in their 
saliva. The first numbs the skin when they 
lick the exposed area. After he bites in and 
removes a scoop of skin approximately 
3mm wide and 5mm long, the second chem­
ical prevents the blood from clotting. Your 
blood will then run freely - for up to six or 
eight hours after he 's done eating . 

Vampires are the number one carrier of 
rabies in the jungle and since they drink 
around five gallons of blood a year from 
dozens of victims, there 's plenty of oppor­
tunity for them to catch and spread the dis­
ease. Once bitten, you've got to take the 
rabies serum. You have IO days to take the 
shots. Relax, they no longer give the series 
of shots in the stomach. They now give one 
in the arm and the remainder in the area of 
the bite, which I might add is most un­
pleasant if they have to put all that serum 
into your ear or your finger tip- two of the 
most common places for vampire bites. 

Even the frogs in the jungle can be 
dangerous. The marine frog.is real ugly and 
can get as large as eight inches long and 
approximately one and a half pounds in 
weight. But he's more than just ugly. He has 
two poison glands located on the shoulder 
on either side of the head which secrete a 
milky poison. 

The golden frog is perhaps the most dead­
ly . When injured or threatened, this frog 
secretes a poison through his skin. It is the 
most deadly biotoxin known to man and is 
200 times more deadly tlµm strychnine. It 
takes 1/100,000 of an ounce to kill a man 
and there is no cure or antivenin. 

It goes without saying that snakes are an 
everyday part of the jungle. While most of 
them are not as deadly as they look, they do 
have a reputation for scaring the hell out of 
people. Stay away from all of them, though, 
- some can kill you. 

The bushmaster is one of the most poi­
sonous snakes in the world and his home is 
right here in Central America. At about 
eight to 12 feet long with a lance-shaped 
head and long fangs , he can do you some 

real harm. His scales have wart-like bumps 
on them and the Panamanians call him "the 
warty one" in Spanish. The bushmaster's 
venom is hemotoxic and when he strikes he 
can inject 20 times the amount of poison 
needed. to kill you. 

This snake is distinctive - a ridge of 
little triangular spines runs along its back 
and its coloring is similar to a boa's . The 
bushmaster is territorial, but not particularly 
aggressive - as long as you don ' t threaten 
it. It hunts and moves mostly at night , but it 
mates by day, so watch out. And don 't 
worry, you'll know when it gets pissed off: 
his tail begins to vibrate and those loose 
scales on the tail begin to rattle, just like a 
rattlesnake. Get away . 

The coral snake is another legless reptile 
to watch out for. This 10- to 20-inch-long 
snake has a neurotoxic venom that can kill 
you if not treated right away. There are 11 
different types of coral snakes in Panama, 
so expect the color pattern to vary from 

. species to species. The coral snake strikes at 
a 90-degree angle from the ground and his 
mouth opens to 90 degrees, so he can inflict 
a bite anywhere on the body. 

Many different vipers lurk in the Central 
American jungle - all are dangerous . Most 
deliver a hemotoxic venom and live in trees. 
Vipers have lance-shaped heads, are yel­
low, green, or a shade of orange and have a 
tail like a monkey: they can hang off a limb 
and strike at anything that walks by . 

We haven't gotten to the worst of the 
legless reptiles yet. The fer-de-lance wins 
this honor. It's four to five feet long with a 
hemotoxic venom and is responsible for 98 
percent of the poisonous snakebites in Cen­
tral America. The venom causes the tissue 
to deteriorate around the bite. This guy is 
bad and he will chase you. Fer-de-lances are 
fast and can strike two times in a single 
second. And the answer to your next ques­
tion is no: he does not have to be in a coiled 
position to strike. 

A couple of years or so ago Sergeant 
Hash of JOTC in Panama was milking a 
fer-de-lance of its venom. When he 
finished , he threw the snake back into a box. 
Now, snakes do not like to be thrown. It 
makes them feel insecure when you do that 
and, remember, this snake is bad. Well , 
anyway, the snake still had a residue of 
venom left on its fangs after being milked 
and it struck at the sergeant while fall ing 
through the air. It missed making a direct 
hit, but did succeed in scratching him on the 
finger with a passing fang. Our brave 
sergeant was treated for snakebite and an 
antivenin was administered. Unfortunately, 
one of the other effects of fer-de-lance 
venom is a breakdown of skin tissue - the 
skin begins to rot. Within a few days his 
finger was so decayed that it had to be 
amputated. 

After reading all these horror stories 
about snakes, you might overestimate the 
power of their venom. That's better than 
underestimating it , but the fact remains that 
most people who die when bitten by a snake 
die from shock rather than poisoning. The 
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first thing most people do when bitten by a 
snake is panic and run through the jungle 
yelling , "I'm gonna die! I'm gonna die! " 
You 've got to stop that guy or he will die. 
His heart is beating like a frightened rabbit, 
forcing the poison to course through his sys­
tem. Have him sit down and keep .the area 
that was bitten below the level of the heart. 

Next , expose the area that was bitten. 
Look for the fang marks. When you find 
them , don ' t you panic . Shouts of, "Oh, 
damn! You ' re gonna die! ' ' will not help the 
victim's composure. Stay cool , keep talking 
to him and keep his mind off the problem. 
Keep him calm. 

Remove all jewelry and watches from the 
victim to prevent them from acting as a 
tourniquet if swelling occurs. If there is 
swelling and the affected area is constricted , 
the tissue will die and he may lose a limb. 

Select two constrictive bands - a web 
belt, a sling from a weapon, etc. They need 
to be one to two inches wide so that the skin 
will not swell and hide the wound from 
view. Then , restrict the poison to the area of 
the bite. Place the first constrictive band 
between the qeart and the bite - approx­
imately two to four inches from the bite , but 
not on a joint. Tie them tight, but loose 
enough that you can push one finger under 
the band. An indicator that the band is tied 
correctly is that the veins will pop up on the 
back of the hand. The pulse at the wrist 
should still be detectable , though. What you 
have done is build a dam, slowing - not 
stopping - the flow of blood into the area 
that was bitten and almost stopping the flow 
of blood wi\h the poison back to the heart. 
The heart pumps the blood out to the limbs 
at 130 psi, but the blood returns to the heart 
at only 70 psi. 

Next, place the second constrictive band 
two to four inches below the bite , tying the 
same way as the first band. Do not mqve or 
remove these bands . Keep the patient calm 
and call for immediate evacuation, priority: 
urgent. The remainder of the patrol should 
split up into groups of two and search a 
50-meter circle around the place where your 
pal ·got nipped, capturing all snakes in the 
area. Get yourself a big stick - don 't be 
cheap about it - something about eight to 
12 feet should do. 

When you find it , take your machete and 
cut the body in half at least six inches behind 
the head. Do not damage the head or the 
poison glands which are located within the 
first six inches behind the head. Put the 
snake in something safe and give it to the 
crew chief of the dustoff chopper (do not 
throw it on the pilot's lap). The doctor will 
need to be able to identify the snake, the size 
of the poison gland and the amount of 
venom remaining in the poison sac . 

This long tale of jungle terrors only be­
gins to ·scratch the surface. While I don't 
want to discourage you from setting foot in 
the jungle, I do want you to understand what 
can go down if you don 't practice a little 
common sense . Watch yourself and, above 
all , know what awaits you in the jungle. 

And now that you know , have fun. ~ 

BACK TO THE BUSH 
Continued from page 91 

town, I was met by some MDN members. 
As always, profuse hospitality was ex­
tended and we were made comfortable for 
the night. I was quartered in the private 
home of a collaborator and began to reorient 
myself to Central America. 

The next day a vehicle arrived driven by 
Papi, an old comrade in arms from my days 
with ARDE, M3 , and the Surinam caper 
(see ''Mere Rip-off in Surinam, '' SOP, Au­
gust '84). Papi is a veteran of the Korean 
War (U.S. Army) and speaks excellent Eng­
lish. He briefed me on the political and 
military events that had transpired since I 
had last seen him 18 months before. 

Many of my old friends were dead. Ryan , 
a Vietnam vet and Nicaraguan patriot , had 
died when the piricuacos attacked Camp 
Tango. They had bombed the place first and 
then brought in special forces and a heli­
borne assault. Ryan was on the radio. He 
described the battle over the air as they 
fought to the last man against the attacking 
Sandinistas. Ryan looked around and saw 
that he was the last man and dove into the 
Rio San Juan trying to escape. The weight 
of his gear took him to the bottom. What 
was left of him didn ' t float for five days. 

Ryan and I were close. He wa~ the one 
who christened me Soldato sin Fortuna (sol­
dier without fortune). I've been paid in 
counterfeit French francs , stolen Dutch 
gui lders, forged travelers checks and occa­
sionally, American greenbacks. But I've 
never gotten ric'1 fighting on behalf of free­
dom and probably never will. So the Solda­
to sin Fortuna label that Ryan gave me 
seemeq appropriate . 

My old friend Surdo, who had almost 
goiten me killed when we were operating 
out of Luna Roja, had lost four fingers to a 
single AK round. He was retired. Tonio and 
Tadeo , two of Pastora's comandantes, had 
also retired. They had bought ranches in 
Costa Rica and were living the life of gentle­
men farmers. The generally accepted ex­
planation for their new-found status was 
that they had stolen the money by diverting 
supplies from their camps into the black 
market. 

I thought of the weeks with nothing to eat 
but rice and beans because we were short of 
supplies. 

Patufo, a 12-year-old Miskito boy who 
had fought with us , never ma,de it to his 13th 
birthday. Many others were dead , wounded 
or just went home , tired and disgusted from 
fighting a war with not much more than their 
bare hands. Others had gone to the United 
States but found that they could not bear life 
as an exile and had returned to rejoin the 
struggle , more determined than ever. 

When we arrived at the base camp, just 
across the border into Nicaragua , I met a 
half-dozen former comrades in arms among 
the 50 guerrillas stationed there. I also met 
several more who had known my wife when 
she was a nurse for ARDE back in '83 . She 
had been very popular with the wounded 
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men who were extremely gratified that a 
gringa cared enough about them to come to 
Central America and tend to their wounds. 
What a switch. She's usually known as Mrs. 
Dr. John and here I was known as e/ esposo 
de compaiiera Sasha. 

Our first order of business at this camp 
was inventory, first of personnel, second of 
equipment. Half of the men had combat 
experience, some as much as eight years of 
fighting against Somoza and then fighting 
against the Sandinistas. There were two 
Cubans with Angolan military service. The 
men were healthy , physically fit and their 
morale was extremely high. 

Equipment, however, was another story. 
FDN had recently purchased 5,000 G3 
rifles. Fifty of these were dropped to El 
Negro's forces, 25 at this camp and 25 at 
another camp deeper in Indian country. We 
had one BAR, two RPDs, and an assortment 
of AKs, FALs and a few civilian-version 
·semiautomatic 5. 56mms. We had an RPG-7 
with a couple dozen rockets, ammunition 
for the M79 grenade launcher and the . 50-
cal. machine gun. Sadly, we had neither 
M79 nor an M2 .50. There were two 60mm 
mortars and crews that had been trained by 
SOF's Captain Dale Dye (see "ARDE 
Aims for Action South of the Lake," SOF, 
June '85). 

Commo equipment was straight from 
Radio Shack. Uniforms and boots consisted 
almost exclusively of donations from the 
readers of Soldier of Fortune Magazine. At 

least half of the medicine had come from the 
bathroom cabinets of American veterans 
who had responded to El Salvador/Nicara­
gua Defense Fund and Refugee Relief Inter­
national pleas. Whoever William E. Ander­
son is, I'm sure the contra wearing your 
boots appreciates your generosity. More is 
needed. 

El Negro currently had 100 men under 
arms in the mountains of Nicaragua. They 
were faced by two battalions of Sandinistas 
backed up by patrol boats and two Mi-24 
helicopters. El Negro's plans, unlike those 
of Pastora, were not to ambush a few Sandi­
nista patrols and make grandiose pro­
nouncements from a safe villa somewhere 
in Costa Rica. El Negro still plans to strike 
at the heart of the Marxist government -
and soon. But he needs help and right now 
we're wondering where this help is going to 
come from. 

I've talked to the wimps in Congress and 
their Ivy League staffers and I've talked to 
the arrogant civil service types from the 
initialed agencies and I still don't see much 
help . 

I'm back in the fight because I can' t enjoy 
my freedom when my friends in Nicaragua 
don't have theirs . But I sure would like to 
see some help from the guys who can really 
afford it - like the U.S. government. After 
all, the contras' fight is in their interest.~ 

SOF ADS GET RESPONSE! 

CZ 83 
Continued from page 75 

foot, this horizontal rig is lock-stitched with 
#207 polydacron thread. Also wet-molded 
and hand-boned, the Galco Defender model 
costs $44.95 and features a half-harness (no 
provision for opposing side magazine 
pouches or handcuff cases) for maximum 
concealment. A Dot fastener on the holster 
body will accept an optional belt tie-down. 
The thumb-break strap has an internal 
polypropylene reinforcement and its fasten­
er is countersunk to prevent scuffing the 
pistol. After the leather safety strap has been 
split, its fastener is attached and the strap 
cemented so the fastener does not touch the 
firearm. Rivets holding the nylon hangers 
onto the holster are also countersunk. The 
shoulder harness itself is fabricated froni 
4 1/2-ounce chrome-tanned cowhide. The 
countersupport strap is made of poly­
elastic. Further information on this hand­
rubbed oil-finish shoulder holster can be 
obtained from Galco Gun Leather, Dept. 
SOF, 4311 W. Van Buren, Phoenix, AZ 
85043. 

And exactly how can you obtain a CZ 83 
to stuff into one of these holsters? The proc­
ess, although tedious, is far from compli­
cated. Czech firearms are imported into 
Canada by Pragotrade (Dept. SOF, 307 
Humberline Drive, Rexdale, Ontario, 
M9W 5V 1, Canada) . Their price for the CZ 
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83 is $210 (U.S.). But since Czechoslova­
kia has an Unfavored Nation statu - with the 
United States. the pistol is subject lo a 65-
percent duty. 

To purchase a CZ 83 from Pragotrade , 
licen ed fi rearms dealers must write to the 
BATF (Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco and 
Firearms , Waspington, D.C. 20226) and 
obtain ATF Form 6. which is an Application 
and Permit for Importation of Firearms, 
Ammunition and Implements of War. All 
the form' s questions are self-evident , ex­
cept that paragraph 8g (the weapon's serial 
number) , should be answered "to be sub­
mitted on Form 6A. " Lt takes about eight 
weeks for Form 6 to be processed and 
approved after return to the BA TF. 

When it has been approved, Form 6 will 
be returned to the dealer with two copies of 
ATF Form 6A. Photocopy the approved 
Forn1 6 and send it along with your payment 
to Pragotrade. The pistol will be shipped (by 
air freight, F.O.B. Toronto) to your local 
U.S. Customs Branch . The dealer must then 
clear U.S . Customs by properly executing 
the Form 6As and paying duty. He then 
sends his copy of Form 6A back to the 
BATF and that ' s the end of the matter. The 
total cost will come to approx imately $375 
including duty and fre ight charges. 

And what do you obtain for $375? A 
well-designed, re liable . 380 ACP pisto l that 
is entirely LOO big. Carrying <! pistol in this 
caliber can be justified only if it is very 
smap and thus very concealable. Either the 

S&W Model 469 or the Heckler & Koch P7 
in 9mm Parabe llum are better choices in this 
size class. Better yet, take a close look at the 
new .45 ACP Colt Officer's Model with an 
alloy frame. ~ 

STARLIGHT CENTER 
Continued from page 70 

movements on three continents , for the gov­
ernment and private sector. 

But Harry doesn"t bother to grind any 
political or re ligious axes with his students, 
one sign in any paramilitary school of a 
professional program. Like any govern­
ment-run basic military training regimen , 
Starlight 's ranger course - one of several 
Starlight courses that include parachuting , 
outdoor survival and basic firearms instruc­
tion - stresses safety , discipline and get­
up-and-go . And go . And go. 

A spreading conservatism in general, and 
a renewed respect for and interest in the 
military in particular, have resulted in a 
still-growing popular fasci nation with mili­
tary weapons, tactics and training. More 
and more people, many of them vacationing 
business professionals like Richard, want 
exposure to the subject matter without hav­
ing to enlist for six weeks of real boot camp 
and a four-year hitch. They opt instead for 
short, intensive private training programs. 
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As a result , well-established and respected 
schools li ke Starlight , Jeff Cooper's Gun­
site in Arizona and a few others are becom­
ing more widely known. 

The growing publ ic demand for this type 
of training unfortunately also has spawned a 
proliferation of many Johnny-Come-Lately 
camps across the country, many of them 
unquali fied to provide at a professional 
level the type of instruction they claim to 
offer. Some boldly advertise themselves as 
" mercenary academies"' or " commando 
schools." Many equate to professional mil­
itary training in the same way as greasy 
spoons to four-star restaurants. 

A good example of this hucksterism is 
The Mercenary School and its owner, Frank 
Camper Jr. Public interest turned to public 
concern afte r Camper 's fantastic , mis­
guided and uninformed claims hit the press. 
This prompted an ongoing investigation by 
the U.S. Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Security and Terrorism into all private 
paramilitary schools, good and bad. 

Prompted by Camper's self-serving , ill­
advised grandstanding, the press focused on 
two areas of concern about private paramili­
tary schools . One is that they are being used 
to train mercenaries, a misconception re­
sulting from Camper's egomaniacal drivel 
to reporters. The other, also a result of Cam­
per's irresponsibility , is that sµch tra ining 
fac ilitates the instruction of foreign terror­
ists inside the United States. 

SOF Publisher Robert K. Brown, Clafl in 
and other recognized experts discount the 
first worry. Professional soldiers of fortune 
do not aquire their skills in such quick-fix 
camps, they said , but attain them through 
long, hard years in such regular military 
organizations as Marine Corps Recon, U.S . 
Army Special Forces, the French Foreign 
Legion and others . If there are any schools 
used by mercenaries to learn the ir craft, 
Brown points out , they are at Parris Island , 
Fort Bragg, Fort Benning, Camp Lejeune, 
Sandhurst and West Point. 

Secondly, the training of foreigners at 
Camper's or any other paramilitary school 
in the United States is an exception rather 
than the rule. 

A preventative measure was taken 1 
January 1985 , when the U.S. State Depart­
ment amended the International Trafficking 
in Arms Regulations - promulgated under 
the Munitions Control Act - to require the 
submission to and prior approval of the 
federal government of any contract to train 
foreigners in military tactics or weaponry , 
whether or not that training takes place in­
side U .S. borders . 

Further refuting this misconception by 
the press that foreign terrorists are flocking 
to U .S.-based schools for training are 
numerous volumes of public records direct­
ly connecting the Soviet Union, Cuba and 
Libya to terrorist training camps around the 
globe, compiled by the same Senate panel 
investigating paramilitary training camps. 
These Marxist-backed terrorism schools are 
staffed by well-indoctrinated professional 
subversives and last for many months. Why 
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should a seriously interested terrorist want 
to pay for less comprehensive training in the 
United States when he can go to the masters 
of this black ait and get it for free? 

The Senate hearings, chaired by U.S. 
Sen. Jeremiah Denton, R-Ala., are taking a 
more realistic approach than that of the 
popular press. Denton survived almost eight 
years as a POW in North Vietnam and 
understands te11orism from a victim's per­
spective. He is concerned that paramilitary 
training associated with radical political 
movements iJ.nd fundamentalist religious 
sects - or unqualified and irresponsible 
trainers like Camper- might pose a public 
menace. 

"I am concerned that the FBI may not be 
as informed as it ought to with respect to the 
proliferation of not only the legitimate 
schools, but those which may serve a more 
sinister purpose," Sen. Denton said. "Ifeel 
that at the conclusion of these hearings I will 
be in a much better position to decide what 
legislation - if any - is necessary to rec­
tify the situation." 

Although the senator said he takes some 
comfort in the fact that the International 
Trafficking in Arms Regulations were 
amended in an attempt to control the train­
ing of foreigners in the use of military 
weapons and demolitions, Denton noted 
that not a single instructor up until the time 
his subcommittee held its first hearing 1 
October had submitted such a contract for 
State Department approval. 

Part of the problem is that most people 
don't know the regulations have been 
changed. Certainly Che owners and oper­
ators of schools like Starlight should have 
been notified. The amendment affects them 
directly. But there is no complete listing of 
this type of business . One list compiled by 
the FBI for Denton's subcommittee was 
woefully lacking, being neither comprehen­
sive nor in every instance accurate, as was 
noted by the senator. 

Two foreigners completed Claflin's rang­
er course, which ran 1-6 September. It is 
hard to imagine that either would have been 
denied State Department approval, howev­
er. One was a wiry blond who served in the 
British Parachute Regiment for six years be­
fore joining the police force in Bermuda, and 
was selected by Starlight instructors as the 
most outstanding student in a class of 12. 
The other foreigner was a West German who 
served in his country's army before starting 
his own security consulting furn. Like the 
U.S. military reservists and law enforcement 
personnel that attend Harry's school, the two 
foreigners were seeking job-related sup­
plemental training. And Claflin's applica­
tion procedures weed out potentially sinister 
or unstable persons. 

Of the remaining 10 men in my class, 
there was one other journalist besides my­
self, a free-lancer from Texas who, like me, 
has clocked some bush time in Central 
America. Among the others were a Califor­
nia paint contractor, a loading dock super­
viser from Chicago, a New England jewel­
er, a CPA from Arizona, an electrician from 

Ohio and my tent mate, Richard. 
Richard, who now has grandchildren, 

served a hitch in the peacetime Army about 
25 years ago. A couple of years ago Rich 
looked around at the suburban lifestyle to 
which he had grown accustomed and began 
to suspect that a lot of excitement had gone 
out of his life. Overweight, he became con­
cerned about his long-term health pros­
pects. So Rich gave up drinking, cut down 
on his smoking, began jogging and looking 
for ways to spice up his life. He started 
reading Soldier of Fortune, for one thing. 
And he heard about Harry Claflin and Star­
light Training Center. 

''When I told my wife that I was going to 
go through Starlight's basic jump school, 
she didn't know what I was talking about, ' ' 
Rich said. ''When I told her I was going to 
become parachute qualified, she thought I'd 
flipped . She wouldn't speak to me for quite 
a while. But after I'd done it, we were at a 
party together and another woman came 
over to my wife and remarked on how excit­
ing it was that I'd done such a thing. My 
wife smiled and sort of glowed. Her pride 
was obvious. I had done something that a lot 
of other people hadn' t. It was worth a mil­
lion bucks." 

But jump school only honed Richard 's 
interest for more. So he signed up to come 
back and take the Starlight ranger course. 
Having successfully completed that (our 
squad was selected by instructors as the best 
in the course) he and I sat down to talk, both 
exhausted. We agreed that having gotten in 
the groove of snooping and pooping in the 
woods, another week of instruction defi­
nitely would be beneficial for better reten­
tion of what we had learned. But we admit­
ted that we were glad to be going home to 
hot showers and soft beds. It would be nice 
not having to worry about what obscene 
hour Harry would come growling for us to 
roll out of the rack, gear up and hjt the trail, 
or slither through some slime pit until Harry 
got tired. "You know," Rich told me, "I 
think this course will satisfy my yearning 
for adventure for a while.'' 

Sure, much of what Harry put us through 
was unpleasant, though not unexciting. And 
sticking it out until the end gave us pride. It 
was a small taste of boot camp and a little 
more. We were exposed to topics recruit 
trainees don't hear about until much later in 
their military careers. Our instructors were 
careful to qualify everything - from demo­
litions to first aid. They stressed that we 
were getting a quick but comprehensive ex­
posure to basics, a solid groundwork for 
further study and practice. Further study 
and practice, they emphasized, was abso­
lutely necessary if we wanted to attain any 
proficiency, Jet alone expertise, in the areas 
of study. 

U.S. Army Special Forces Major John L. 
Sharp, who completed an active-duty tour 
just prior to our class, was especially careful 
to emphasize this in the six hours he spent 
instructing us on demolitions. 

And what else did we study? Among 
other things, first aid, basic marksmanship, 
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two scored live-fire courses - one wooded 
and the other an urban environment - re­
connaissance, outdoor survival, patrol pro­
cedures and techniques, river crossing ex­
pedients . Then there were rock climbing 
and rappelling techniques, small-boat ops, 
infiltration tactics, hand-to-hand combat, 
raids and ambushes , perimeter defense , 
land navigation and stellar navigation . 

If it sounds like a lot to cover in six days, 
it is . The physical stress was tough, but not 
any worse than the mental demands. It's 
hard to think straight when you 're practical­
ly a walking slumber case. Or you're so 
exhausted by the wooded live-fire course­
as I was - that you fall down and puke . 
There was some small comfort in that even 
after that, I still managed to hit my final 
target. I redeemed myself by tying for first 
place in target acquisition on the urban com­
bat course. 

Teamwork becomes essential. And be­
cause it ' s essential it develops in most 
groups, no matter what kind of would-be 
junior Rambo you might have in your unit. 
Peer pressure and the humbling effect of 
screwing up takes care of these guys. 

Like all bas ic military training, humbling 
experiences prove helpful in your reorienta­
tion to military life. My first one was trip­
ping a booby trap simulator while walking 
point on a night reconnaissance of a railroad 
trestle. I felt like an idiot. Finding three 

I) UZI Does it 4) 
~ Mac 10 ~ 
31 Hey Moscow-Up Yours 6) 

more booby traps around the trestle and 
disarming them made me feel better, admit­
tedly a little cocky and overconfident. That 
lasted about 30 minutes. Leaving the area, I 
led our patrol right into an ambush set by 
instructors . If that wasn ' t bad enough , when 
I tried to unass the AO, I charged straight up 
a hill and into an M60 machine-gun nest 
skillfully set up by Larry Bozic, a Starlight 
instructor and licensed automatic weapons 
owner who served in Army Signal Intelli­
gence. Our patrol immediately degenerated 
into chaos, a classic escape and evasion. I 
bolted saucer-eyed for a good hide and spent 
the night shivering in wet grass under an 
instructor's vehicle. A good learning ex­
perience , not much for morale. The instruc­
tors , on the other hand , seemed to have a 
great deal of fun. 

But that was only our first patrol. We got 
better with practice. Starlight gives its stu­
dents plenty of that. I even began to like 
walking point . At least then I felt reasonably 
confident that our patrol wouldn't get lost 
on night ops . There were other things Harry 
taught us that I didn't particularly like 
doing . But we did them, and we learned to 
do them well and without hesitation . Hesita­
tion at the wrong time in the bush can be 
fatal. 

Another instructor , Jim Henderson, 
probably summed it up best. He's an Army 
veteran of Vietnam who credits Boy Scouts 

of America training - among other things 
- with saving his life more than once in 
Vietnam . He was teaching us emergency 
first aid at the time, but what he said figured 
in on the bottom line of all aspects of sound 
military and paramilitary training. " War is 
a fact of life,'' he told his civilian charges. 
"It's life and death. There's a lot of things 
that you don ' t like or don't want to do that 
must be done. In the end, there 's only two 
outcomes. You're either alive or dead ." 

Starlight provided a great opportunity for 
the civilian to understand just what Jim 
Henderson was talking about. ~ 

REN AMO 
Continued from page 69 

[Editor 's note: Selous Scouts rarely worked 
with the MNR . The task of training and 
operating with that resistance movement 
fell to the Rhodesian Special Air Service. 
This operation is chronicled in Barbara 
Cole 's book, The Elite: The Story of the 
Rhodesian Special Air Service.] 

A guerrilla insurgency, in order to be 
effective or survive at all, requires sanctu­
ary in a neighboring country , to where re­
cruits can flee and be trained , and from 
where it can be resupplied . For the Nicara­
guan contras, it is Honduras . For the Af-

SOF 

Address _______________________ _ 

CitY -------------------------

State ------------------- Zip __ _ 

Size Item Desc riptio n 

Ordering Information: 

Item 
Quant. Price 

Shipping 
Handl ing Subt otal 

Subt otal 

Add 8% ta x if 
del ivered in N. Y. 

These shirts are silk screened and olive green in color. 
Shirts available in S, M, L, XL. 

Plea'e fill in the product letter and a ll 
ord eri ng informa1ion incl udi ng sub totab 
and gra nd total. Put yo ur na me a nd 
addre» in the ' pace' prov id ed. Then 
send th i> form with vour check or money 
ord er fn o ca,h. plea ~e) to : CO MM A:\D. 
SHIRTS , 8 Woodstock , Oyster Bay , 

GRAND TOTAL 

P ka.-, l· a lltrn .J tu 6 \H'd. ~ lor ddl\ (' r ~ 

PkaM: 1nd mh: SI 50 hH 1.:oi ch ,h1n Im 
l\ )r )o h1pp1ng. 0 \ 1.· r -.L·a .' i l rda~ ai..li..l JO', . PRICE: $8.50 

. NY 11771 

FEBRUARY 86 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 117 



ghan mujahideen, it is Pakistan. For the 
Eritreans and Tigreans in Ethiopia, it is 
Sudan. Not even Jonas Savimbi 's UNIT A is 
entirely self-contained in Angola, but is re­
supplied with gasoline and diesel fuel from 
South Africa, and other material aid from 
several black African states. 

The fledgling Renamo was able to set up 
in and initially operate out of Rhodesia -
but it was no more created by and the puppet 
of Rhodesia than the Afghan mujahideen 
were by Pakistan. This misconception 
springs from a confusion of the Flechas, 
which were entirely controlled by the 
Rhodesian military (and which did commit 
many acts of terror and brutality) , with the 
initial and separate efforts of Renamo. 

With Cristina providing finances and 
supplies, Matsangaisse was able to gather 
around him an ever-growing number of 
escapees from Machel's gulag, and dis­
affected Frelimo soldiers who had fought 
the Portuguese and needed no training from 
the Rhodesians in guerrilla warfare. Re­
namo teams began operating throughout 
Manica, Tete south of the Zambezi, and 
northern Gaza, conducting raids and 
ambushes upon Frelirno garrisons and con­
voys, and targeting the transportation in­
frastructure at key points, such as bridges. 
Over the next two years, the exploits of 
"Commander Andre," personally com­
manding his men in arms against Frelimo 
tyranny, became known throughout all of 
Mozambique. By August of 1979, two base 

camps had been established in-country, at 
Garagua and in the Sitatonga mountains in 
southern Manica, both in daily radio contact 
with Cristina at Odzi. 

Then, on 17 October 1979, leading an 
assault upon a Frelirno army encampment in 
Sofala province, Andre Matsangaisse was 
killed. As Dhlakama assumed command of 
the now demoralized and stunned guerril­
las , the situation for the insurgency sudden­
ly looked very bleak. For Rhodesia was 
soon to be transformed into Zimbabwe, 
with Robert Mugabe taking the reins of 
power from Ian Smith. Once that happened, 
Mugabe, a friend of Samora Machel's and 
fellow Marxist, would immediately close 
the border on Renamo. A new sanctuary 
was needed , and quickly. There was only 
one option really viable, and for a Black 
African it was not pleasant. But it was 
necessary: Dhlakama asked Cristina to con­
tact the South Africans. 

Through Rhodesian friends, Cristina was 
soon in touch with SAMI ("Sammy"): 
South African Military Intelligence. In 
April 1980, a few days before Mugabe took 
over, Cristina and his staffleft Odzi to set up 
camp and the Voice of Free Africa radios at 
Phalaborwa in the northern Transvaal of 
South Africa, just outside Kruger National 
Park which borders on Mozambique's Gaza 
province. Working with a SAMI liaison 
officer named Colonel van Niekerk (code­
named " Col. Charlie"), Cristina organized 
regular airdrops of medical supplies and 

e 
.l '11.e 

e~~ '>(' HI-POWER MODEL 
~ t>'\ (>(, 

<;::,~ (J~ 
~ (:!:­

!) PELLET RIFLES 
~'<> 

0('e •Single Pump Break Action •Adult Type 
~ •300 Yard Range •5-Year Manufacturer'Warranty 

•.177 Cal. (4.5 mm) Lead Air Gun Pellet 

$28.95* 

$32.95* 
Model 83· 1 MAGNUM 

Order No. AC-83· 1 

$38.95* 
Extra 

LEAD PELLETS. s1.oo 200 Pellet• per box 
10 box•• per carton PER 

Order No. AC·G4263 CTN. 
• • 2000 PELLETS 

* '4.00 Postage & Handling Per Air Rifle ORDER BY MAIL FROM: 

MIDWEST SPORT DISTRIBUTORS, INC. 
Lucky Street, Box 129F , Fayette, Mo. 65248 sl.:~~e 

VISA-M.C.-AM EXP. & C.O.D. W~tht~~1er 
ORDERS ONLY 1-800-2.48-5128 or 1-800-227-1617 Ext. 601 TOLL·FREE 

24·Hours 

118 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

Soviet arms captured in SADF (South Afri­
can Defence Forces) raids on SW APO 
camps in Angola to Dhlakama at the Gara­
gua Base in southern Manica. 

Next month, Wheeler continues his his­
tory of the building resistance against the 
oppressive Mozambican government. But 
that's not all of the story. Various Western 
businesses and governments follow a 
twisted path to back the communist regime 
in its bid to crush pro-Western insurgents 
belonging to Renamo. - The Editors ~ 

TARHEEL TANKERS 
Continued from page 57 

of over 2,500 meters that fires both armor­
piercing (AP) and high-explosive (HP) 
ammunition. TOW missiles are fired from a 
dual-tube, two-position launcher attached 
to the turret weapon station. The TOW mis­
sile can destroy an enemy tank from as far 
away as 3,000 meters. It also mounts the 
7. 62mm M240 machine gun which has a 
maximum effective range of 1,200 meters. 

Six periscopes and firing ports within the 
IFV allow the squad to see from the vehicle 
and use the firing ports to fire their Ml6s. 
These ports are located on the sides and rear 
of the vehicle. The vehicle commander 
(VC) and the gunner have thermal-sensitive 
sights that allow them to find and destroy 
targets in all types of weather as well as at 
night. 

The two-man turret has separate control 
handles for the VC and the gunner with the 
VC having an override capability. The tur­
ret is powered by an all-electric drive sys­
tem that permits the 7 .62mm coaxial 
machine gun and 25mm chain gun to be 
fired accurately by either crewman while on 
the move. The same power and control sys­
tem is used for the TOW missiles, but the 
vehicle must be stationary to fire the TOW. 

A Halon fire extinguisher system is lo­
cated in the engine and crew compartments 
which increases crew survivability in case 
of onboard flash fire. 

But all is not as it should be. The Bradley 
IFV-CFV has come under attack from crit­
ics who say that the vehicle is too large and 
the silhouette too high. The IFV gives little 
space for infantry. The biggest problem, the 
critics say, is with the armor: it contains an 
aluminum alloy which they believe does not 
provide enough protection for the occu­
pants. The vehicle also has no laser warning 
device. Despite this, the men of the 2/252 
seem pleased with the Bradley CFV M3. 

"When compared to the Mll3 APC the 
CFV is big, it is not supposed to be an 
assault vehicle or an anti-tank weapon," 
remarked Master Sergeant William Stone, 
the battalion master gunner. "The mission 
of the CFV is reconnaissance and for the 
CFV and IFV to keep pace with the fast­
moving Ml Abrams. I've heard the com­
plaints , but the Bradley does the job, it is 10 
times the vehicle the old Ml 13 was." 

''The only real problem I see is fire con-
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trol," added 1st Lieutenant Michael Mills, 
HQ Co. executive officer. "You really have 
to watch your ammunition consumption 
during firing ; if you don ' t you will be out of 
ammo in three to four minutes . We are still 
working with the Bradley so we don ' t really 
have any complaints. We're pleased with it; 
it makes the old APC hunt a hole.'' 

The Ml Abrams MBT, a $2 million 
monster, named after the late General 
Creighton W. Abrams, has also received a 
lot of publicity , especially over its cost. But 
these Tar Heel Guardsmen could not be 
more pleased. 

" We ran the hell out of it and couldn't 
hurt it.,, 

" It rides like a Cadillac." 
"It' ll do 25 mph on terrain the old M60 

would have to crawl over." 
" I don't care what anyone says about the 

Abrams , it is still 10 times the tank the M60 
is.'' 

These were only some of the comments 
we heard from Ml crew members . Enthu­
siasm shows. 

The 2/252 trains one weekend per month , 
straight through . 

''We form up at the armory at 0600 Satur­
day and move out to Bragg. We train all day 
and most of the night. We try to get back by 
1800 Sunday. We have a lot to learn and 
time is a big fac tor. It makes for a hell of a 
long weekend, and for those in leadership 
positions it's two and three times a month 
and we have been doing this for two years . 

Don 't forget our annual training sessions are 
three weeks long , not two," commented 
Captain Steve Sloan, the Battalion S-3/Air. 

Like children showing off Christmas 
toys , the tankers proudly explained the Ml 
Abrams' computerized fire control system 
and computerized driving station. Other 
features of the tank which drew praise from 
the crew members included improved 
ammunition storage compartments , an 
automatic fire extinguishing system, im­
proved communications and the tank com­
mander's remote control grip which gives 
him faster access to the tank 's M2 machine 
gun. 

The changeover from the M60 to the MI 
has required an intense training transition . 
Mechanics were required to undergo 26 
days of training before being qualified to 
work on the Abrams . Drivers training takes 
17 days and one night . 

Captain Sloan put it in perspective. ''This 
ambitious retraining effort has put the pres­
sure on 2/252. We have sent, and are still 
sending, personnel to Fort Knox and Fort 
Hood to take courses. All this takes time. 
We have the same requirements to meet as 
the regular Army and this makes time im­
portant - we just don ' t seem to have 
enough time. We have been going full blast 
since October 1982." 

Considering all the trouble , members of 
the 2/252 couldn't be happier. The officers 
and NCOs we spoke to are proud of the 
honor the new tank brings . " They didn't 
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just pick our unit out of a hat,'' said Major 
John Atkinson, Battalion S-3. " The DOA 
studied the problem very carefully and they 
picked us. Now that is an honor. Time and 
retention are our problems. We have Jost 
some good people because they couldn't be 
away from their jobs for the additional train­
ing time , but morale in the 2/252couldn' t be 
better. It is an honor to be in the 21252." 

The Department of the Army honored the 
2/252 for its proficiency as a National Guard 
unit with the issue of 63 MI Abrams MB Ts 
and seven Bradley M3 CFVs . That's a ma­
jor statement about the ability of these Tar 
Heel Guardsmen to do their job. 

A full test of the unit' s ability to perform 
in battlefield situations will come in 1987 
when the entire battalion is scheduled to 
participate in NATO exercises with regular 
Anny units . 

They're sure to make the grade. 

TANK TALK 
Lieutenant Colonel George T. Paris 

was born in Lynchburg, Virginia, in 
1940. He joined the North Carolina 
National Guard in 1957 and was com­
missioned in 1965. After graduating 
from the Annor Officers Basic Course in 
1966 he went on to complete the Ad­
vanced Annor Course in 1973. In 1978 
he completed the Command & General 
Staff Officers Course and became com-
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manding officer of the 21252 in 1981. 
George Paris is the mayor of Red 
Springs, North Carolina, where he now 
resides with his wife and two children. 

SOF: With the introduction of the 
Ml Abrams and Bradley AFV, the 
Army has re-evaluated its entire con­
cept of armored and armored infantry 
warfare. How does this new philoso­
phy affect your battalion? 

Lt. Col. Paris: Well, what DOA had 
done is take units out of the active com­
ponents and replaced them with units 
from the reserve components. They are 
providing the equipment and resources 
to make certain the reserves can perform 
the same mission as the active Army 
units. DOD/DOA is trying to make this 
new concept work, it is not just talk. Of 
course, for us, this means that the 2/252 
is training in the field every drill 
weekend. But we feel honored, we have 
a lot of esprit de corps. The greatest 
impact is in mobility and firepower. We 
move much faster and consume a lot 
more fuel than we did in the past. 

One point I would like to make is that 
it wasn't too long ago when the old M48 
tank series consumed about the same 
amount of fuel but moved at a snail's 
pace compared to the Abrams. With the 
Abrams and the Bradley we cover terrain 
much faster than we did three years ago. 
This has significantly influenced this 
battalion 's role, and the emphasis placed 
on the battalion; instead of getting a 
hand-me-down, as in the past, we have 
received something straight off the 
assembly line. A lot of people at DOA 
have been concerned about that and con­
cerned about the time we have to train, 
how we maintain this new equipment, 
and generally what we do during drills. 
It has turned a lot of eyes toward this 
battalion. 

What is a round-out unit? 
What round-out means is that this 

battalion, upon mobilization, will be­
come an integral part of the 2nd 
Armored Division. Round-out specifi­
cally aligns you to one regular Army 
outfit, whereas in the past, you may have 
been a part of a reserve unit but you had 
no idea with whom you would become 
organic to upon mobilization. Now we 
know with whom we will go and we 
work with these people. For example, I 
am responsible to the 1st Brigade com­
mander under whom I will serve if we 
become mobilized. 

What are the problems you have 
encountered now that you are a 
round-out unit with all this new, ex­
pensive equipment? 

Time is the biggest problem in our 
unit. The training requirements for us 
are no different than they are for an ac­
tive Army unit. We have to do the same 
things, we may not do them as often, but 
we have to do the same things to main­
tain our readiness. For example, we 
have to do individual weapons qualifica-
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ti on, we have to do crew-served 
weapons qualification, we have to do 
tank crew qualifications. 

We have to do all this just like the 
regular Army, plus tactical training, and 
all the administrative work. All this has 
to be done within the context of 12 
weekends and the three-week training 
session we have each year. The only 
thing the active units do more of is gun­
nery and tactical training, but we do the 
same things they do . Now time becomes 
very critical for us . 

Do you have any shortfalls in 
materiel? 

In receiving the MI Abrams we have 
received shortfalls in some equipment, 
but it is not a problem unique to us. The 
regular components have the same prob­
lems. For example, our fuel-carrying 
capabilities could not sustain us for any 
period of time , it is a problem Army­
wide, and one that DOA is aware of. The 
new armored forward area rearmament 
vehicle and the new armored tracked 
refueler soon are due out, we hope . In 
this interim period, we are having trou­
ble getting parts for the old carrier, 
which is what we are using now. I be­
lieve we are even cannibalizing parts 
because the old vehicles are out of pro­
duction. 

Would fuel logistics be a problem if 
you were mobilized? 

Yes it would. You see, it is going to 
take another year before we are where 
we ought to be materiel-wise. We are 
still short a lot of equipment. For exam­
ple, we are short five-ton trucks; it is not 
that DOA is discriminating against 2/ 
252, the fact is the Army in general is 
short five-ton trucks. There is an Army­
wide shortage in night-vision goggles, a 
very high-dollar item, but we are getting 
them at the same rate the regular compo­
nents are, as well as other items. We 
receive enough representative items to 
train with, and in theory, if fielded, we 
will receive the required amount of 
materiel. 

How quickly can the 2/252 be 
fielded? 

I attended the meeting at the Pentagon 
when Defense Secretary Weinberger 
stated that the round-out units were to be 
fielded within the same time frame as 
active units. Well, thi s statement 
shocked everyone there. But this was an 
indication to me that there is a concerted 
effort on the part of DOD/DOA to make 
the round-out concept work. We can to 
be ready to go in hours. 

How is morale in 2/252? 
Well , you know I never imagined in 

my wildest dreams that we would ever 
receive the MI Abrams tank. The most I 
ever expected was the M60Al. When 
the decesion was made it floored every­
one. This proved to me, once again, that 
DOA was dedicated to the total force 
concept. 

Do you have any problems with per-
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sonnet? 
There is a lot of pressure to be 100 

percent when you are a round-out unit. 
So personnel is always a problem, and 
there is a lot of competition from other 
units in this area which makes it a bigger 
problem. These other units usually do 
eight-to-five field-training drills, so we 
have only our esprit de corps to sell. We 
are looking for hard-chargers , and once 
we get one we have another problem 
because we have to send this gung ho kid 
to basic training where his drill instruc­
tor, 1st Sgt. and company commander 
talk to him for weeks on end about going 
regular Army. Recruitment and reten­
tion are always a problem. The reserve 
components are responsible for getting 
their own men, and as the economy im­
proves the number of volunteers drop 
off, as do reenlistments. 

Are you at 100 percent strength 
now? 

No. Any time you make a big transi­
tion, as we have done, you are going to 
lose people. When we reorganized we 
automatically became 100 men under 
strength, and that hurt. But I believe we 
will be 100 percent by the end of 1985. 

If you had told me three years ago that 
a National Guard unit was going to re­
ceive all this new, multimillion dollar, 
state-of-the-art materiel I'd have called 
you a liar. This is a real boost to the new 
total force concept and something every 
American should be proud of. ~ 

COSTA RICA 
Continued from page 63 

manned the post directly on the 
border was 60 years old; a real threat 
to Nicaraguan security. 

On the communist side was a small 
concrete bunker. Peering from the 
windows were three Sandinista 
militiamen - they were obviously not 
excited about having their pictures 
crop up in Soldier of Fortune. Not 
suprisingly, all the traffic on the 
highway was headed out. of Nicaragua 
- only a lone European youth with a 
backpack and sandals headed toward 
the Sandinista side. 

Back around the last bend in the 
road before the border was stationed 
the most unique contingent of the 
GDF - a cavalry squad of about 1 O 
men. Their mission was to perform 
fast patrols along the Pan-American 
Highway in search of the ever-present 
infiltrators. It was in this area that 
most of the Sandinistas made their 
move and the horsemen hoped to use 
their speed to head them off. 

As the last horse splashed around 
the bend in the shallow creek, we 
prepared to leave this neglected 
corner of the Central American 
conflict. Although the contras pick up 
most of the press, there are still small 
pockets of quiet resistance to the 
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Sandinistas' drive to export revolution 
to the rest of Central America. The 
Costa Rican Civil Defense Force 
occupies one of them. And they've 
been bloodied before by the 
Sandinistas. 

In July of 1985 Sandinista troops 
moved against an ARDE detachment 
in the central border area to the east 
of Comando def Norte. Sweeping over 
the border, they caught a CDF 
outpost by surprise, killing two and 
wounding nine. The government in 
San Jose awakened to the fact that it 
would take more than 5,000 men to 
hold the line against Managua and 
training began on a reserve force to 
bolster the overworked CDF regulars. 

A crash program to train 2,000 
reservists began in August and at 
press time, over 500 were attending 
night and weekend classes at an 
impromptu class in Murchielago. 
These weekend warriors are unpaid 
- they receive only food and arms 
during the time when they are on 
duty, a sure sign of the Costa Rican 
people's determination to remain free. 

The Costa Rican CDF may not be 
big and strong, it may not be 
aggressive, but it represents the 
desire of this democratic nation to 
determine its own course of events. 
Although the Costa Rican constitution 
makes clear their intent to remain 
neutral and peaceful, they don't intend 
to be bullied by the piricuacos. 

The United States has done much 
worse in picking other Latin American 
allies.~ 

WITNESS 
PROTECTION 
Co11ti11ued from page 53 

with the support hand and push outward 
with the firing hand. 

Under stress, we usually do what we are 
trained to do. The firing stance must be 
automatic, instinctive, without alternatives. 
I have serious reservations about Wilson's 
technique. 

At first sight, it appears felt recoil and 
muzzle climb will be fearsome. In 1974 the 
LAPD SW AT Team adopted a Remington 
Model 870P which was fitted with the pistol 
grip from a Remington folding stock assem­
bly - an unfortunate decision, with no re­
gard for the laws of physics, since the firing 
hand is placed far below the bore's axis and 
the counterrecoiling forces . The muzzle 
whip is ferocious as is the torque applied to 
the shooter's wrist. By retaining the front 
portion of the original buttstock, Wilson 
allows the arm to remain in line with the 
bore's axis, reducing felt recoil. 

Latest versions of the Witness Protection 
shotgun carry barrels with chambers reamed 
to accept 12-gauge three-inch Magnum 

Vital Information 
for Serious Students! 

Beretta Automatic Pistols 
The Collector's and Shooter's Comprehensive Guide 
by J.B. Wood 
Hardcover $19.95, 192 pages 
"Masterful treatment of an especially timely topic by one 
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Hardcover, $29.95, 338 pages 
At last, the definitive examination of the development of 
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Kokillis for Soldier of Fortune 

Combat Leader's Field Guide 
9th Edition 
Paperback, $795, 272 pages 
A pocket sized companion for the soldier in the field that 
synthesizes the pertinent information from dozens of 
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shells as well as the standard 2%-inch 
(70rnm) round . Remington has modified the 
870 's shell lifter and bolt assembly so the 
bolt can be retracted if a round slips over the 
shell latch like the Smith & Wesson 3000 
series. Remington (Dept. SOF, Arms Ser­
vice Division, Ilion, NY 13357) offers a 
retrofit kit for about $18 to modify existing 
Model 870s. Until this system has been 
proven in the field, Wilson intends to con­
tinue slotting the shell lifter. Suggested re­
tail price of the Witness Protection shotgun 
is $499.95 . A Choate forearm will cost you 
$15 extra. 

The National Firearms Act of 1934 stipu­
lates that cutting a shotgun's barrel shorter 
than 18 inches requires it to be classified as a 
Title II firearm subject to a $200 transfer 
tax . However, Wilson now obtains the 
Model 870 receiver only from Remington 
and installs all the other components him­
self. This permits the Witness Protection 
shotgun to be classified and registered by 
the BATF as "any other weapon" which 
means that it can be transferred not only to a 
Class 3 dealer on an A TF Form 3 or police 
department on an A TF Form 5, but to a 
private citizen on an ATF Form 4 for a 
transfer tax of only $5 as is the case with 
shotguns like the Marble Game Getter and 
Ithaca Auto and Burglar Gun. 

Jim Wilson's Witness Protection shotgun 
is a well-executed conversion of a proven 
fighting shotgun. It is admittedly highly 
specialized , but deserves consideration 
from those with a mission essential need -
for the pros who require the power of a 
shotgun, but can ' t afford the bulk of the 
Remington Model 870. ~ 

BATTLE BLADES 
Continued from page 14 

slowest to kill. Be prepared to stay a 
while since your target is not going to 
collapse immediately. On the other 
hand, a hit to the heart or kidneys is a 
fairly quick killer as is a severed jugular 
vein or carotid artery. These strikes will 
kill faster than the attack to the extremi­
ties, but they are far riskier to adminis­
ter, especially in a face-to-face encoun­
ter. 

A successful attack to the nervous 
system is by far the quickest killer, and 
entails disruption of brain function or 
the spinal cord's synapse traffic pat­
tern. It can be the safest attack of all in 
some circumstances, such as a rear 
attack on a sentry. Simply and bluntly 
described, you either split the enemy's 
skull to the sinuses, decapitate him, or 
stab him in the base of the skull ranging 
upward from the point of attachment 
of the neck. 

The first two of these approaches are 
not widely practiced or taught in this 
country. Quite frankly, most Amer­
icans don't believe that a knife exists 
which will split a man's skull or sever 
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military assault rifle. Our semi automatics 
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1927A1 DELUXE 
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his spinal cord with one blow. Anyone 
who has seen a Gurkha do his thing 
with a kukri will tell you up front that 
just because we don't have a military 
issue knife that will make these cuts 
doesn't mean that they can't be made. 

Actually, either a kukri or a bowie 
knife will kill a man instantly with one 
blow to the head or neck, but the blade 
should be a minimum of 81/ 2 inches 
long, and nine inches is even better. 
This length is necessary to generate the 
leverage and power needed to make 
such an incapacitating strike. You 
wouldn' t want to try this one with your 
K-BAR or Buckmaster because one is 
too small and light and the other is so 
poorly balanced. In either case, this 
type of cut is out of reach. 

If you've only got an ordinary knife, 
the bottom line means you had better 
confine your attempts at attacking the 
nervous system to stabbing the spinal 
cord at the base of the skull. A failed 
attempt at splitting an enemy's skull is 
absolutely guaranteed to draw his 
attention, and his subsequent displeas­
ure could ruin your day. 

If you've got the right knife, though, 
head and spinal cord cuts are feasible 
and possible. They are also instantly 
lethal and result in a near-silent kill. 
Just ask the Gurkhas. 

If survival on the street is your prob­
lem and you have to go one-on-one 
with a knife, your best bet is probably a 
slashing attack on the circulatory sys­
tem via the extremities. You might 
even get lucky enough to disable the 
other guy to the extent that he quits 
before the two of you kill each other. 

If I got caught in a combat situation 
where I had to use a knife, it would be a 
case of absolute last resort or sentry 
removal. Either way, I would use the 
method that would minimize my 
chances of injury. 

And if I had to be in a knife fight, 
what would I want more than a bowie 
or kukri? That's easy. I'd want a 12-
gauge pump shotgun. ~ 

IN REVIEW 
Continued from page 20 

America's longest war in terms that 
anyone can understand. Here is the 
perfect eyewitness account that not 
only provides history, but speculates on 
the broader implications of communist­
inspired wars in faraway countries. 

To Bear Any Burden is perhaps 
the best available interview account on 
the Vietnam War. 

THE FLEET THE GODS FORGOT: 
The U.S. Asiatic Fleet in World 
War II. By Captain W.G. Winslow, 
U.S. Navy (Ret.). Naval Institute 
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BOTTOM --- VELCRO 
DRAWCORD SNAP CLOSURES SLEEVE ADJUSTDR 

The latest U.S. Army Field Jacket made of 50% nylon 
and 50% cotton with water repellency. Features a zip-in 
hood. heavy duty front zipper and snaps. Drawcord on 
the hood. waist. and bottom of jacket. Four ( 4) large out· 
side pockets with snaps. Great for skiing. bicycling. 
hunting. hiking. work or leisure. 
Men-Women Only Boys-Girls Only 

S39.50 $35.95 
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COLORS: Men-Women - Woodland Camouflage. Olive 
Green. Swat Black. Navy. Safari Khaki. Jungle Tiger 
Stripe 
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Salislaction Guaranteed or Your Money Back 

Press, Annapolis, Maryland. 
1982. 327 pp. $21.95. Review by 
Robert Lawson. 

EARLY 1942 was not the best of 
times for Allied naval forces trying to 
block Japanese Vice Admiral Kondo's 
southern drive into the Netherlands 
East Indies (now Indonesia) . Out­
gunned and outclassed by superior 
ships, the small American-British­
Dutch-Australian (ABDA) command 
of 16 vessels took on 85 Japanese 
ships during the battle of the Java Sea 
- and lost all but two. 

In a time when most historians tend 
to lean toward a broad-brush overview 
of World War II, The Fleet the Gods 
Forgot deftly brings this forgotten 
footnote , and the ramshackle U.S. 
Asiatic Fleet, to life. 

The story of our Far Eastern fleet's 
wartime service could have been 
scripted by Edgar Allen Poe and 
directed by Alfred Hitchcock. Howev­
er, Capt. Winslow is a modern military 
historian with an eye toward nuance, 
and writes with force and finality. Like 
a Greek playwright, he leads us to the 
inevitable final tragedy: The destruc­
tion of that plucky collection of antique 
ships known as the U.S. Asiatic Fleet. 

Winslow served as an aviator 
aboard the heavy cruiser Houston 
(CA-30), one of the two surviving ships 
of the ABDA command's last battle. 
Houston's death knell , however, 
sounded a few days later when her 
brief but gallant combat career was 
ended at the battle of Sunda Strait by 
the deadly "long lance" torpedos of 
Imperial Japanese destroyers. 

This book is an irreplaceable record 
of forgotten men and ships painstak­
ingly compiled from extensive inter­
views with Allied survivors as well as 
from official United States, British, 
Australian and Dutch records. 

The Fleet the Gods Forgot is not 
the usual dull account of naval warfare. 
Rather, it's a tightly written, fast-paced 
narrative, crackling with authenticity 
and tinted neatly in places with the 
humor which, in the oppressively con­
servative ''black shoe' ' battleship-navy 
era, helped Navy and Marine pilots 
keep their sanity. ~ 

I WAS THERE 
Continued from page 16 

cleaning the rooms. Greatly relieved, I 
sat down in the lobby to calm my 
nerves after my brush with death. 

It was my stomach that reminded 
me that I still occupied the land of the 
living. I asked the clerk where the mess 
hall was, and he pointed to a side door 
and said it was about a hundred yards 
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I\ No other film , whether 
r documentary or drama, 

'C' Af!.E,.. carries the viewer closer 
~ f1:'f to the reality and 

'
o~ savagery of the Viet­

nam War Here 1s 
what the American 

soldier saw, heard, and 
felt on the front lines We see 

him pl'anning , patrolling , attacking , 
interrogating, waiting. We see his humor, his 
anguish, his fear, and his courage. He is part 
of this remarkable cinematic experience, 
recorded shoulder to shoulder with the fight­
ing man. Here is the true Vietnam in all of its 
vividness and brutality - the memory our 
men brought home. Now this acclaimed 
motion picture can be yours on videocassette. 
(B&W, 77 minutes) To take advantage of this 
exclusive offer, place your order today. Only 
$39 plus $2 for shipping and handling. 
Specify Beta or VHS. (Foreign orders specify 
if you want PAL standard.) Visa or MasterCard 
accepted. Include card number, expiration 
date, and signature. Phone orders cal l 
312-436-8051 . Make checks payable to: 
INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, INC. 
Box 29035 , Chicago , Illin ois 60629 
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with a flick of the wrist. 
SPEGIFICATIONS: 

BLITZ: 5Va" closed, 13%" 
open, 5V2 oz. 
SIPO: 6" closed , 16" 
open, 10 oz. 

30 DAY MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

BLITZ: s 1 0 9Ptus 2.00 

palm sized 
with 

Includes 
pocket 
clip & 
hand 
strap 

SIPO: s 19 9Ptu;~1.~~ 1 ~~1PPING~~ 
TO ORDER: Send check or money order to -

IN CO ~;~~in~~~~;~ 
P.O. Box 3111 Dept. SQF B(2) 
Burbank CA 91504 
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down the alley. I looked out the door 
and stopped dead. 

You have never seen a more sinis­
ter-looking alley in your life. It was 
dark, cluttered and dirty, with lots of 
recessed doorways perfect for an 
ambush of unarmed guys like me 
headed for chow. Hunger finally won 
out over caution, and I carefully plot­
ted my route down the street. 

There were some trash cans a few 
yards from the door, some more far­
ther on, and a lamp post almost across 
from the mess hall door. I ran from the 
doorway to the first set of trash cans 
and took cover. Zigzagging wildly, I 
sprinted from the first set of cans .to the 
second. John Wayne would have been 
proud of how I was using cover and 
concealment. A short leap took me to 
the safety of the lamp post and a quick 
pause to regain my breath and courage 
for the dash to the mess hall. 

Taking a deep breath I shot toward 
the entrance. I blasted through the 
screen door and slammed right into the 
headcount's table, knocking him and it 
ass-over-teakettle and sending his 
paperwork fluttering to the four winds. 
A highly pissed-off corporal picked 
himself up off the floor, righted his 
table and chair, recovered his paper­
work, sat down, looked me straight in 
the eye, and in a voice dripping wth 
contempt snarled, " fucking new guy." 

After chow I made it back to the 
safety of my hotel room and collapsed 
on the bed. I knew my first day in 
Vietnam was not going to mark the 
high point of my military career, but 
what the hell. I was only a new guy, 
and probably just about as green as 
they come.~ 

FULL AUTO 
Continued from page 19 

trolled by an overly strong spring. 
Sometimes you can depress it and 
sometimes you can't. Moral: the M56 
stock should be retracted by the oper­
ator well before he anticipates shit hit­
ting the fan. Aside from that reserva­
tion, the stock and the pistol grip's con­
figuration (also MP40) need no com­
ment or explanation. 

Down in the trigger mechanism 
things get weirder still. A pressed sheet­
metal trigger is attached to a long, six­
inch trigger bar which is fixed to a small 
spring at the rear, and attached, in 
tum, to a pin across the trigger housing 
assembly. The front of the trigger bar is 
mounted to the sear which pivots up or 
down when the trigger is released or 
pulled. A cross-bar selector is incon­
veniently located well forward of the 
trigger guard and cannot be manipu­
lated by the shooting hand. When 
pushed to the left for full-auto fire 

FIND OUT WHO'S LYING 
WHO'S 

TELLING THE TRUTH 
WHO YOUR 

FRIENDS REALLY ARE!! 

Copyright CCS 1985 

Now you have the power. The power to 
tell truth from lies. And that power can be 
held in the palm of your hand. WITH THE 

VSA FROM CCS. 

The VSA analyzes a person 's voice elec­
tronically to detect stress. A simple 
numerical readout helps you find out if 

the person is being deceptive. 

That's all there is to it. No wires, no con­
nections ... it's simple to operate and 
completely portable for use anywhere. 

And to prove how well the VSA analyzes 
tape recordings, CCS will include a specia l 
Investigator 's Surveillance Recording 
System. The micro miniature long playing 
recorder fits in a pocket . The ultra sen­
sitive microphone is tiny as a thumbtack. 
And with the preamplifier, the system can 

even record from across the room . 

The VSA (regularly $3500) and the Inves­
tigator Recording Kit (regularly $1200) 
are now being offered for a special Intro­
ductory price of $2345. This special offer 

saves you over $2000. 

Now you can possess the power. And for 
a limited time only, save $2000 too. 

(Offer good only when accompanied by this ad. 
Expires Dec. 31, 1985.) 

CCS Communication Control Inc. 
633 Third Ave., NYC, NY 10017 (212) 697-8140 

To order fill out the coupon below 

----------SOF 
CCS Communication Control Inc. 

633 Third Ave., New York , NY 10017 

Please send __ VSA/ lnvestigator l(its at 
$2345 ea. Bill me in the following way: 

Major credit card ________ _ 
Number _ _______ ____ _ 
Expiration _______ ____ _ 
Billing name _________ _ _ 
Address ____________ _ 

Phone ____________ ~ 

(If shipping name/ address is different please 
enc lose). Cashier check enc losed D 
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(marked 'RAFAL' ), the selector bar 
pushes a ring-shaped disconnector 
attached to the trigger bar to the left out 
of the bolt's path of travel. Firing will 
continue as long as the trigger is pulled 
back because the sear will stay down 
until the trigger is released. 

When the selector is pushed to the 
right for semiautomatic fire ('JEO.' ), 
the disconnector is moved into the 
bolt's path of travel. On its rearward 
stroke the bolt drives the disconnector 
down, forcing the sear to rotate up­
ward and prevent the bolt's return. In­
genious and simple, but the selector 
bar is located too far forward . 

The lower receiver's main body is 
fabricated from high-impact, glossy 
black plastic. To this is attached a 
sheet-metal subassembly which holds 
the trigger mechanism, serves as the 
pistol grip and retains the upper receiv­
er's end cap. Up in the fore11rrn area is 
a wood insert to which is mounted a 
steel bar that hooks onto the upper 
receiver in back of the magazine well. 
This bar is held to the wood insert by 
means of three bolts whose flat heads 
protrude to engage three holes in the 
bottom of the upper receiver tube and 
further secure it to the lower receiver ' 
assembly. 

Once studied, disassembly proce­
dures were self-evident. Remove the 
magazine and clear the weapon. Grasp 
the knurled end cap and rotate it clock­
wise until it stops. Then depress the 
spring-loaded pin (located on the trig­
ger housing subassembly directly to 
the rear of the end cap) from the left 
side. Continue to rotate the end cap 
until its white reference mark is aligned 
with the white line on top of the receiv­
er tube. You will then be able to press 
the end cap forward at which time you 
can separate the upper and lower re­
ceiver assemblies. Withdraw the end 
cap, guide rod and recoil spring. PuJl 
back the bolt until the retracting handle 
matches the second hole in the receiv­
er slot. Pull out on the retracting handle 
while rotating it 45 degrees counter­
clockwise. It can now be withdrawn 
from the bolt body, which can then be 
dropped out the rear of the receiver. 
No fL1rther disassembly is required. 
Reassemble in the reverse order. 

Using ammunition manufactured in 
the Soviet Union in 1948 (manufactur­
er's code '539') which is packaged and 
marketed under the lnterarms logo, I 
have never experienced a stoppage in 
this well-made submachine gun. It's 
accurate out to 200 meters and fea­
tures high hit probability. The cyclic 
rate is a very proper 600 rpm and short 
bursts are easy to master with the first 
magazine fired through the weapon. 
Due to the bolt's considerable mass the 
fe lt recoil impulse is quite low. It han­
dles and balances very much like a 
carbine. This is fine, but the M56 is too 
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FLAT SAPS 
(A) . Midget , $13.50 

6 1/2", 10 oz . 

(B) . Junior, $16.00 
8 1/• '', 10 oz. 

(C) . Texan , $ 17.00 
103/,i " , 13 oz . 

VALOR SPORTS 
800 STREETS RUN ROAD, PITTSBURGH, PA 15236 

PHONE: (412) 884-1333 

c 

D 

(D). Knockout , 517.50 
15", 18 oz . 

SAP GLOVES 
$39.95 

Style: The Protector 0100 (self-defenders that look like dress gloves). 

Material: Deerskin Leather. 

Lining: Unlined. 
Const.: Standard lock machine inseam stitching. (Nylon thread.) 

Color: Black. 

Sizes: S, M, L. 

BILLIES 
(A) #96 , S14.50 (14 oz.) 
(8) #796 , S14.50 (8 '12" , 8 oz.) 
(C) Penna., 517.50 (9 ", 10 oz.) 
(D) #720 , S17.00 (81/2 ', 8 oz.) 
(E) Convoy, S17.50 (9", 15 oz.) 

PAPERWEIGHT 
Aluminum, $4.95 
Brass, $6.95 

A B c D 
CERTIFIED FUNDS, Cashiers Checks, Money Orders - same day shipping; Personal Checks will be held 30 days for clearance. All items 
postage paid Continental U.S. All others add shipping. SORRY NO SHIPMENTS TO CANADA. Void Where Prohibited By Law. 
Money Orders, Cashier Checks, Shipped Same Day 

Personal Checks Will be Held for 30 Days Catalogs 51.00 
All items post paid, continental U.S. only 

All others add shipping 

Wichita Arms 
45 Slide Conversion 

• Wichita Rear Sight Buried & Melted into Slide. 
• Wichita Front Sight Milled & Silver Soldered. 
• Port Opened for easy Ejection. 
• Flatte n Top of Slide.• Glass beaded & Reblued. 

All this for only $119.95 
Send $1.00 and a S.A.S.E. for o ur complete catalog. D ealers inquiries invited. 

We are Pro fessio nals at M anufactur ing & C u stomizing A ll T ypes of Competition Guns. 

Wichita Arms, Inc. 
444 Ellis, P.O. Box 11371, Wichita, Kansas 67211 
(316) 265-0661 

GENUINE EUROPEAN STILETTOS 
Authe.ntic ·old world styling • Stainless blades • Double locking action 

Hand le choice : Genuine stag, genuine buffalo horn or blackwood 
Brass lined • Distinctive blade etching • Smooth action , . 

German made (Kissing Crane) 
Price includes shipping in the U.S. All others add $5 .00. 

30 day money back guarantee. 
Mastercard and Visa. Call (616) 754-6694 . 

Catalog with survival knives, butterfly and concealable knives, Apollo 
optics, Mag-lites free with order. Catalog $2.00. Dealer inquiry welcome. 
Price of knives: 3:Va closed . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14.99 

4112 closed . . ....... $17.50 
4:Va closed . . ...... $19. 99 

When ordering state what kind of handle you want along with the size. 

~1feat Lakes <Dist1fibuting 
600 W. Orange, Green ville, Michigan '18838; (616) 754-6694 
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~ INCOMING 

March's edition of Soldier of Fortune 
reports on: 
• ON THE GROUND AT DIEN BIEN 
PHU: A riveting first-person account py 
the first American at the battle of Dien 
Bien Phu. Howard Sochurek witnessed 
the debacle and recounts his experiences 
to SOF's readers. The photos are un­
forgettable. 
•PEACE MEMORIAL A WARDS: 
SOF's editors chose the best of a selec­
tion of our readers' imaginative sugges­
tions for Tom Hayden's proposed Viet­
nam War peace memorial. We're sure 
you won't be disappointed. · 
• PUFFIN EL SALVADOR: In order to 
conform to U.S. calls for a less indis­
criminate air force weapon than the A-37 
Dragonfly, the government of El Salva­
dor purchased seven of the eerily accu­
rate AC-47 gunships . SOF' s Peter 
Kokalis takes a look at what they'll do in 
this exclusive story. But are they worth 
the money? 
•SAS ON THE FALKLANDS: SOF's 
Argentine source tells about the Brits' 
secret plans to attack the Argentine 
mainland. This story also sheds light on 
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See Dien Bien Phu from the inside. An 
airborne correspondent drops SOF 
readers inside the wire. Photo: Howard 
Sochurek - Time/Life 

what it was like in the Argentine intelli­
gence business . 
•ISLAMIC SPECIAL FORCES: The 
best and the worst of the Islamic elite 
units in the Middle East. If the U.S. 
military is ever forced to go up against 
them, how might they fare? Find out 
next month. 
• CIVIL DEFENSE IN EL SALVA­
DOR: As in the Vietnam War, protect­
ing the civilian population from com­
munist depredations is an important part 
of winning hearts and minds. SOF's 
foreign correspondent spends some time 
with one of the most successful of El 
Salvador's new civil defense units . 
• COCKLESHELL HEROES: Rhode­
sian SAS canoe-borne commandos lay 
low on Lake Cabora Bassa during the 
day , but at night they raided terrorist 
staging areas and training camps. SOP 
brings ·you the inside story. ~ 

bulky and cumbersome for a sub­
machine gun by today's standards. 

Nevertheless, select specimens of 
the M56 are available to law enforce­
ment agencies and Class 3 dealers who 
can justify the acquisition to the satis­
faction of the BATF Import Branch for 
only $425 from ARMEX International 
(Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 252, Broderick, 
CA 95605). ~ 

FLAK 
Continued from page 7 

Yes, I served in Rhodesia too! 
Rhodesian Cattlemans Union, 
Rhodesian Light Inf. , 52 S. African 
Para Reg., and 2V2 tours in Nam 
with the 3rd Force Recon. 

Hope this has cleared-up the 
misunderstanding about the OTHER 
Mercenary School. Everyone Please 
support South Africa. 

Col. Patton 
Director 
Commando School 

We've reprinted Patton's rebuttal 
to RKB's October '85 Command 
Guidance exactly as it was received. 

A cursory examination of Patton 's 
claims to African service showed that 
the "52 S. African Para Reg. " never 
existed. And since he didn't return 
our calls - the answering machine 
stated, "The officer in charge is 
temporarily out" - we couldn 't 
verify his tour with the Rhodesian 
Light Infantry or affiliation with any 
Rhodesian cattlemen's group. Our 
RLI contacts, however, have never 
heard of him or his school. 

Marine 3rd Force Reconnaissance 
Company served in Vietnam from 
April 1967 to August 1970. So with 
his 2 0! tours (32 months in-country), 
Patton seems to be the longest 
serving Marine with 3rd Force Recon 
in Vietnam. And since he supplied 
only his last name, there's no way 
we can check his record. - The 
Editors 

VIETNAM 
TOMAHAWK ... 

Sirs: 
Just 20 years ago, upon my initial 

enlistment, I was presented with a 
Gerber Mk I and an American 
Tomahawk Company 'hawk, so it 
was a pleasure to see the article in 
the November '84 SOF ("Vietnam 
Tomahawk"). The designer and 
manufacturer was Pete LaGana. 
With his death some years ago the 
company closed, which is why it can 
no longer be found. 
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Sold on SOF? 
Subscribe & Save! 

IF you're still buying SOF at a newsstand, paying 3 bucks a copy . .. IF you're buying SOF hit 
or miss, getting only the eopies you remember to pick up ..• IF you're committed to SOF's 

tough, practical stand on military affairs and want to be part of it . .. IF you're sincerely 
devoted to the principles of freedom and national defense that SOF broadcasts for all the 

world to hear . .. Then you must - m1,1st - subscribe to SOF now! 

Save Money 
Subscribe to SOF for just one year and pay about $2 for 

each issue and save money each time you read SOF. 
Subscribe for 2 years and save even more - over $1 

each issue. 
As much as we know you like SOF, it doesn't make 

sense to pay more for it than you have to. Subscribe now 
and save over $12 a year, $28 over 2 years. Get smart, 
subscribe to SOF. · 

Get all of SOF, 
like clockwork 

You might get a kick out of doing things the hard way, 
but buying $OF at newsstands is taking unnecessary 
chances. 

Guarantee that your copy is there every month, in your 
mailbox. Why wait until it reaches the newsstands? 
Subscribe now and every issue of SOF will be delivered to 
your door or your office. 

Make sure you don't miss important issues of SOF and 
important insights into what's going on arour:id ·the globe. 
Be safe, subscribe to SOF! 

You could miss these 
upcoming stories! 
• Mercenaries Gary Acker and John Lawlor spent nearly a 
decade in a communist prison in Angola. Read their story 
as they told it ; an SOF exclusive. 
• No other news. publication has the story of the Sey­
chelles raid on the ground. SOF will bring you the minute­
by-minute account of the attempted c9ui;> against an Indian 
Ocean Marxist gov13rnment as told by Col. Mike Hoare's 
officers. 
• South Africa's arms industry is one of their most tightly 
guarded secrets. You've read about their rifles and gre­
nade launchers in SOF. Now read abo.ut their new 
machine pistol. 
• Every military magazine writes about jump schools, but 
who but SOF would send a reporter through the Panama­
nian jump school? 
• Plus - SOF's standing columns keep you briefed on 
weapons, knives, training techniques and all the military 
news no one else can print. 
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Get satisfaction 
GUARANTEED! 

You're reading SOF right now. You know w1"1at it can 
deliver. And now you know what to expect in tl1e near 
future. You know you can depend on SOF to tell it the way 
we see it, the way you see it! 

But we want to make sure you're satisfied. That's why 
we offer our MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE. If, for any 
reason whatever, you're dissatisfied, just cancel your 
subscription and we'll refund the unused balance. That's all 
there is to it. 

We believe, however, that you'll continue to read SOF 
with increased interest in ... increased excitement about 
. . . and, sometimes, increased rage against . . . the 
subjects, people, governments and policies covered in 
SOF. We hope so because that's our philosophy - BE 
INVOLVED! And we want you to be involved, too. 

Subscribe to SOF ... NOW! 
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UNIVERSAL MILITARY OUTFITTERS 
BIGGER AND BETTER THAN EVER 

SUPER SAVINGS 
* FREE SHIPPING ANYWHERE IN THE CONTINENTAL U.S. * 
* FREE SHOULDER BAG WITH EVERY ORDER OVER $75.00 * 

G.I. MA·1 FLIGHT JACKET 
00,CAMO,BLUE,BLACK XS-XL 

$ 45.00 G.I. M-65 FIELD JACKET 
00,CAMO,BLACK XS-XL 

$ 52.00 

G.I. A-2 DECK JACKET OD 
S-XL 

G.I. N2B FLIGHT PARKA 
SUB-ZERO S-XL 

45.00 

85.00 

G.I. LINER FOR M-65 
XS-XL 

G.I. N3B FLIGHT PARKA 
SUB-ZERO XS-XL 

15.75 

120.00 

U.S. FLIGHT VEST (LIKE MA-1 WIO SLEEVES) 
00,BLUE,CAMO,BLACK XS-XL 

36.00 G.I. BLACK COMMANDO SWEATER 
STATE CHEST SIZE 

40.00 

G.I. PONCHO LINER, CAMO 

T-SHIRT S/S CAMO 
S-XL 

G.I. WOODLAND BOU SHIRT 
XS-XL STATE LENGTH 

G.I. WOODLAND BOU PANTS 
XS-XL STATE LENGTH 

22.00 

2110.00 

25.00 

25.00 

G.I. SLEEPING BAG 

G.I. JUNGLE HAT - OD & CAMO 
6'!'e - 7'14 

G.I. OD RIPSTOP SHIRT 
XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

G.I. OD RIPSTOP PANTS 
XS-XL REG LENGTH ONLY 

85.00 

10.00 

25.00 

25.00 

WOODLAND SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 45.00 OD RIPSTOP SET (SHIRT & PANTS) 

CAMO TUBE SOX 

47.00 

3/10.00 G.I. JUNIORS SIZES 4-16 

CAMO 6 POC PANTS w/drawstring 

CAMO 4 POC SHIRT 

15.00 

15.00 

2/9.00 

20.00 

35.00 

1 SIZE FITS ALL 

0 3A GLOVE w/insert 
S-M-L 

14.50 

T·SHIRT 5.00 

BOMBER JACKET 

M-65 STYLE JACKET 

ADJUSTABLE HAT 5.00 

G.I. PLASTIC CANTEEN w/cover 
CANTEEN - OD or BLACK 
COVER - OD.BLACK or CAMO 

VISA & MC ACCEPTED 
min. order $10.00 

FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 
WRITE: U.M.O. FOR ORDERS - CALL: 1-800-521-2124 

IN N.Y. 718 439-6161 6221 6th AVE 
BROOKLYN, N.Y. 11220 

Free with each 
Blowgun 

100 Bead Darts 
& 

25 Cone Heads 

You get combined: 
2' Blowgun 

3'h' Blowgun 
4'h' Blowgun 
6' Blowgun 

Don• t be fooled· by ---- ----
other's low prices. All for $24.98 
This Is the finest plus 125 free darts 

Blowgun on the market plus carrying tube 

The NEW 4-in-1 Yaqua 6' Take-Down Blowgun combined. Through 
modern engineering comes the first blowgun of its kind! Super Speedl 
Low Friction! Dart flies out of chamber as never before. Great for hunters, 
backpackers, hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Has range up to 
200 ft. Can pierce V2" wood. NOT A TOY, dart is spring steel. Clever kit 
lets you adjust dart for large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber Is .40. 
Safety mouthpiece is rubber of patented design. Material Is camouflaged 
aluminum. Comes In its own carrying tube. Complete with 125 dart kit. 
$24.98 plus $2.00 postage & handling. Buy 3 guns, get 500 darts FREE. 
Order by mal l from: (PROHIBITED IN CALIFORNIA) 

Midwest Sport Distributors, Inc. 
(FORMERLY EXOTIC SPORTS, INC.) 

lucky St. Box 128 F hyatta, Mo. 6&248 

FR~~t~9~~age VISA, M. C., AM. EXP.& C.O.D. 
wlthorcfer TOLL FREE 24 HRS.· ORDERS ONL y 

1·800·248·5128or 1·800·227·1617 ext. 601 
Hiers bu 12 units for onl •165 lus posta e 
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Features included the pointed pick 
end which was designed to 
penetrate mild protection such as 
pith helmets and some light steel 
helmets and the lower front edge of 
the blade was sharpened to allow a 
hooking type of cut such as might 
be delivered with a sickle. Pete 
didn't recommend throwing the 
'hawk, but for those of us that 
couldn't resist the temptation, a 
supply of replacement handles were 
available. I still have the Gerber and 
the tomahawk and they have 
weathered the 20 years better than I 
have. The 'hawk just spent a month 
in the Egyptian desert opening crates 
and MRE cartons and neither of us 
are ready to retire yet. 

R. L. Dobolek 
New Orleans, Louisiana 

CONGRATS 
FROM ST. CYR ... 

Sirs: 
As a future French officer 

(maybe), I think SOF is a must for 
all fighting people around the world 
who want to push back communism. 
Your articles keep us aware of 
Russia's new weapons and war 
tactics. Your Vietnam stories are 
great. And we are proud when you 
speak of La Legion Etrangere. 
Congratulations for all your super 
issues. 

Pascal Bollon 
College Militaire de St. Cyr 
St. Cyr, France ~ 

ANGOLAN 
REFLECTIONS 
Continued from page 105 

Bacon was still thinking, though, and he 
reached back to open the door. I wasn't 
asleep, either, and I dived like a halfback for 
the opening, cradling my MG42 like the 
ball. I felt George push me through the door 
as I moved, and he fell on me when I hit the 
ground. 

I crawled into the grass to the right of the 
Rover toward where I thought the enemy 
was. I didn't know that Cubans and FAPLA 
were behind me and off to the side. They'd 
heard us coming and were all under cover at 
the side of the road. You couldn' t see any­
one. 

Our guys had gone straight out the doors 
and were cut down. I was running on reflex, 
if I'd stopped to think I would have known I 
was dead. But I was crawling to cover, 
weapon cradled in my arms, grazing 
weapons fire overhead: just like boot camp. 
Then I was crawling but not going any­
where. I scrambled for the short grass in the 
ditch and only made a few inches. Fire now 
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GENUINE GI . 
JUNGLE BOOT 

SIZES 7-14 &N, R, W, X-W, 
some 112 sizes 

$48.00 
Spike Protective, canvas­

nylon uppers, leather 
bottom, screen vent 

in arch. 

MASTER CHARGE. VISA. COO's accepted. 
Send for our free 9 page price I isl of other 
government surplus including camoullague 
fatigues. · 

Valley Surplus 
Box346-S 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 

ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE. PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS .• INSURED. 
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sounded like fireworks instead of a train 
wreck during a bombing raid. 

I turned to look at what was holding me 
back and saw my wounded leg tied to a very 
dead George Bacon. As we jumped out the 
door together, our bootlaces had tangled. 
George had apparently been hit in the Rov­
er, and was probably hit again on the way 
out. His blood was on my back and now we 
were tied together. 

I remember noticing that his shinbone 
was sticking out of his boot-top. George just 
sat there with his leg straightened out to­
ward me, his eyes glazed and motionless, 
with his back resting against the Rover. But 
I was &uddenly taking more fire, so lay there 
kicking violently in the dust till I broke the 
laces . By that time I lay on my back, so I just 
dug in elbows and heels, MG across my 
chest, and crabbed backward into the grass. 

They had seen me, and the firing stopped 
as soon as I got into the grass . It was all 
over, and I had a simple choice. I could play 

· John Wayne or play dead. 
I tried ' to think of more alternatives. I 

didn't see anything on the other side of the 
BDRM so I thought maybe it was just a 
small hit-and-run patrol who thought we 
were a lead element of a column. Or maybe 
they were a reconnaissance patrol and 
they'd check us for information and leave 
us. 

Either way, I figured playing possum was 
correct, so I relaxed. I lay face-up with the 
shot leg cocked so the blood was showing 
and whenever I heard anybody in the grass 
near me I stopped breathing. Men stopped, 
lifted my hand and dropped it. After a while 
they brought George over, laid his body 
next to me and then one of George's pall­
bearers kicked me in the ribs. Apparently 
convinced, they took my Seiko watch first, 
then my pistol belt and my Buck knife. They 
left me with rounds around my neck. 

I could hear one familiar voice. Canada 
was screaming, "Kill me, kill me!" and 
"Shoot me, shoot me!" in English and 
Spanish. He was in a lot of pain. He had 
been hit in both legs and his right thumb was 
shot off. There was a lot of blood and I don't 
know what else was hit. 

The Angolans stacked our guns and 
ammo to my left. They generally picked up 
the kill zone while I played dead and Canada 
screamed. 

It was midday. 
As I was lying there playing dead I had 

diarrhea like you wouldn't believe. Trying 
to play dead and not crap in your drawers is 
not easy. But it's beneath my dignity to shit 
my pants even when I'm playing dead -
you've got to go out with a little bit of pride. 

My shirt was open by this time and I had 
on a green T-shirt. I don ' t know whether 
someone saw me breathing or saw my heart 
beating, but the next thing I knew someone 
came over and slapped my cheeks to revive 
me. I was in a lot of pain but I played it up. I 
pretended to come out of unconsciousness 
and by moaning and groaning wanted them 
to think that I was hurt worse than I really 
was . At that point I could have run if I had 

When. you can't pick 
your enemies ... 

Sll.EN'I'® l'AR1'NER 

Body armor you can't afford to be without 

choose your 
friends very 

carefully! 
And one of the best friends you can 
have in a tight spot is your Silent 
Partner body armor. 

For $123.85 you can have a com­
fortable, lightweight (J Y2 pound) T­
shirt style armor unit which is more 
effective against handgun fire and 
high-velocity shrapnel than even 
the newest military flak jacket. 

And unlike the flak jacket, whose 
unconcealable military nature 
makes it unwelcome in many parts 
of the world, your Silent Partner can 
be worn undetectably under ordi­
nary street clothes or, in camo, 
under field gear. 
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~< .625 MAGNUMTM ):::-=:a =--~ 

"BOBBIE LEA" 
We have commissioned internationally famou s glamour artist, • 
Terry Twigg, to create this beautiful portra it. We offer 18 x 24 
inch full color prints at the following prices: 
Prints numbered under 1000 autographed by the model, 

earliest orders receive lowest numbers . . . . . . $1 0.00 
Unnumbered prints autographed by the model $7.50 

~~~~~bee~ed ~0N8~~0u~~1r~Ph ·:: ~:~ 

J.R. STUPERO 
Box 209 - Dept. F-286 

.. _.~ Lake Havasu City, AZ 
·.;:·.... 86403 

) (602) 855-1998 

I 24 Hours 
To Order or for 

Free Catalog 
and Dealer 
Information 

Our blowgun has a .625 r.o. Constructed ol tempered 
rustproof metal , ii has a durable black finish. It weighs about half a 
pound and is very strong - a weapon in itself. Our blowguns 
come In 4 models - 2 ft . · 3 tt. • 4 ft . and a 4 ft. take down model. 
We also have a flared 2 ft . extension you may add to any of our 

b lowg~~~~0~s8~~~t~~f~ 11~J~~r~d and are ready to use, not kits. Our 
broadheads are steel, not plastic, like olher companies offer. 

Our dart clip slides on to the blowgun easily and each one is 
designed 10 hold 12 darts. Our mouthpieces are curved to fit the 
mouth and are flat on top and bottom for men with mustaches and 
beards. 

When a rubber tip is placed on lhe end it becomes an 
exce llent hiking stick, cane, club or rille rest. 

The bayonet spear is round and slides over the end of the 
blowgun. tt has a screw clamp to hold it securely. Darts can be 
shot wilh the bayonet in position. 

Each blowgun comes with 24 all purpose steel shafted darts, 6 
steel tipped broadhead darts, 6 stun darts, 1 dart clip and rubber 
tip . . ... 2 Fl. Model $25.50, 3 Ft. Model $27.50. 4 Ft. Model 
$29.50, 4 Ft. Take Down Model $31.50. 

Accessory Prices -
All purpose darts ... 3.50 doz. • Stun darts 5.00 doz. • 
Broadhead Darts ... 6.00 doz. • Velcro darts ... 6.00 doz. • Dart 

~ 1ige~1~r0~~p8~:0tgb··; b7e~~r~1f:~is~~~~~~Orie3s'~~. ·9~~ ·viic';g 
Target & 1 doz. darts ... 15.00 • 2 Ft. Flared Extension ... 7.00 

Add $2.50 shipping and handllng on all orders. 

MARAUDERS ARMY SURPLUS 
8588 McKee Road, Upatol, Georgia 31829 

Phone (404) 561-1472 

LOAD CARRYING EQUIPMENT 
GI LC-1 Alice Pack FRAME w/straps, new 

condition . $30.00 
GI LC-1 Alice PACK no frame w/straps, fair 

condition ... $30.00 
...... $55.00 

.$ 4.50 
Complete set of the above 

GI pistol belt web, good condition ..... 
GI bipod case, has outside zippered side 

pocket, NEW ........................... S 3.50 
GI poncho, has holes and worn spots . $ 1.25 

10 for .... $11 .00 
GI butt pack OD canvas, good condition . ...... S 4.50 
GI sleeping bag mountain mummy type w/cover, 

good . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $35.00 
GI plastic canteen, 1 quart, New ... . ~ $1.50 

GI canteen cover, 1 quart, combat serviceable .. $ .80 
10 for . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S 7.00 

GI tri-fold entrenching tool w/cover, good as new $11.95 
GI harness suspenders, used , good condition. 

NYLON . . ...... . ........ $ 5. 75 
GI harness suspenders, used, good condition . 

WEB . . ..... $ 1.75 
GI M-16, 30 round ammo pouch, good 

condition . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 2.50 
GI M-14 ammo pouch, good condition ... $ 1.00 
GI M-16 silent sling, exc. to new condition ...... $ 2.25 
GI machete 18 inch w/canvas sheath, new ..... $10.95 
GI Air Force survival knife w/leather sheath , 

new. .$14.95 

FIELD AND TECHNICAL MANUALS 
FM 5-25 Explosive and Demolition . . . S 6. 75 FM 5-36 Route Reconnaissance and 
FM 31-70 Basic Cold Weather . . .S 6.75 Classification .... $ 1.95 
FM 7-8 The Infantry Platoon and Squad ....... S 4.75 ST 21-75-3 DISMOUNTED PATROLLING ...... $ 6.75 
FM 7-7 The Mechanized Infantry Platoon and FC 21-75 The Ranger Course Pamphlet ... $ 1.00 

Squad . . . . . $ 4. 75 Ranger Handbook . . ... S 4.50 
FM 23-23 Antipersonnel Mine (Claymore) ...... $ 2.50 Pathfinder Handbook ............... $ 3.50 
ST 90-10 Guide for Military Operations on DDl-1100-77-76 Soviet Motorized Rifle 

Urbanized Terrain . . ............... $ 1.50 Company . . . ........... S 1.50 
Camouflage pattern 3 ring book binder for MR-3 Map and Aerial Photograph Reading .... . $ 1.50 

books, manuals, etc .. .................... $ 1.50 FM 21 -11 First Aid for Soldiers .. . . $ 2.50 
10 for ............. . .......... $10.00 FM 21-26 Map Reading . . . . .. $ 2.50 

FM 5-12BV2 Combat Engineer Soldiers Manual . $ .4.00 
FM 21-20 Physical Readiness Training . . . . .. S 2.50 FM 21-150 Combatives (Hand to Hand 
FM 21-15 Care and Use of Clothing and Combat) ........... S 4.50 

Equipment .... .. ...... , .. $ 2.75 FM 23-9 M-16A1 Rifle and Rifle 
FM 21-76 SURVIVAL . . . . .$ 6.75 Marksmanship . . . ............ $ 4.50 
TM 31 -210 IMPROVISED MUNITIONS FM 23-65 Browning Machine Gun Caliber 

HANDBOOK .... ................ .... ... $ 6.75 .50 HB, M2 . . .. $ 2.50 
TM 31-200-1 Unconventional Warfare Oevices FM 21-75 Combat Training of the Individual 

and Techniques ...... ................... $ 6.75 Soldier and Patrolling . . . ... $ 4.50 
FM 21-2 Soldier 's Manual ol Common Tasks .$ 2.50 FM 1-88 Aviators Recognition Manual . . . .... S 2.75 

TERMS: Visa and MasterCard, phone in C.O.D. , money orders shipped Immediately. Personal and 
business checks wait 3 weeks before shipping, delivery; all orders shipped UPS unless otherwise 
requested. Add sufficient shipping charges to all orders. Minimum $2.50. 
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to. 
A Cuban medic came over, took my boot 

and sock off, cut my trousers off, washed 
the wound , put a bandage on it and asked ifl 
had been hit anywhere else. I pointed to my 
other foot because it was aching too . He cut 
the boot off, but there was nothing except 
the blood blister. 

They threw me into a Soviet truck with an 
Angolan who was wounded - probably by 
their own fire, since I don't think any of us 
fired a shot. They tied my hands in front of 
me with my own web belt and took off for 
Cuimba. 

Then I saw the Cuban column: a BDRM , 
a bulldozer, a T-54, and trucks , and trucks, 
and trucks . They had two 75mm anti-tank 
cannon and another T-54 at the end of it. 
The column went on forever. At this point, I 
thought of escaping. I could've untied the 
belt, but the pain in my leg was severe and 
all I was wearing was undershorts, an OD 
jacket and a T-shirt . And I had FAPLA next 
to me. I just figured I'd ride it out and see 
what was going to happen . 

When we arrived at Cuimba my wound 
was rechecked and bandaged. They put me 
on the veranda with Canada. He seemed to 
be in less pain , but there may have been 
shock. They kept us there for awhile and 
then transported us that day to Damba. 

Ironically, it was St. Valentine's Day and 
there were seven killed in that ambush -
our version of the St . Valentine's Day Mas­
sacre. They took the prisoners and bodies in 
the truck to Damba. There were three of us 
in the front of the truck- FAPLA, Canada, 
myself - and they had a poncho pulled 
across to hide the bodies of our dead. It was 
a rough road and the wounded all started 
hemorrhaging. At least I could lift my leg up 
when we hit a bump. But Canada couldn' t 
do anything . 

In Damba another Cuban doctor checked 
my leg. He put me on a table and put his 
hands around my calf and squeezed to see if 
either of the bones was broken in half. The 
bones weren't completely broken , but they 
were chipped. 

After that they wanted me to identify the 
bodies. I told them I only knew one guy -
George Bacon. The photo in the book Fire­
power was taken at Damba where the 
bodies were unloaded . The Cubans filmed it 
all . I've seen film on Angolan TV of myself 
and Canada lying on the ground where we 
were ambushed . 

We spent the night in Damba and the next 
day they put us in an ambulance for 
Mgashe . In Mgashe I saw Gus and Mamick . 
I didn't know that Gearhart and Satch (Cecil 
Fortuin) were in another room. I still had 
dysentery at the time and I was forever 
hopping on my good leg into the bathroom. 
They had a window at the end of the bath­
room and there was no door on the stall so a 
Cuban would sit there with a gun pointed at 
me . 

We stayed there for about three days. 
There were no cells, just a room with no 
door and plenty of guards . The whole place 
was covered with Cubans. Then they trans-
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ONE 
of the best 
SURVIVAL 
MANUALS 
ever published I 

----- THE OFFICIAL 
U.S. AIR FORCE SURVIVAL MANUAL 

One of the best and most authoritative 
manuals on survival you will ever read-a 
giusi for every emergency kit! This essential 

oo contains all the information you need 
for times of crises and forced evacuation. 
Its chapters thoroughly cover: •survival in 
Areas Contaminated bY Radiation •survival 
on Land (Arctic, Subarctic, Desert, Tropics) 
*Survival at Sea *Survival on Sea lcA. 

Y ou will be buying the same official U.S. 
Air Force Survival Manual that has saved the 
lives of many downed pilots under au kinds of 
emergency conditions around the world. 
Proven superior over and over in the field of 
global survival. 

When an Air Force plane goes down, valu· 
able lives, superior training and military 
hardware/secrets are at stake. These helms­
men of our global alrpower that forms the 
nerve center of our nation's strength and 
security can't fool around with "second best." 
Their emergency kits contain the unequalled 
official U .S. Air Force survival Manual com­
piled by the best experts with the backup of 
the U .S. Government's monumental resources. 

This book will show you what to do when 
you get lost in the wild country, or if you 
were relocated from where you NOW live, 
and how to prov ide almost instant shelter and 
heat. You wi ll also learn how you can te~t 
quickly and safely which wild plants are edi­
ble and which are poisonous. 

You will receive tiUJ Information on Shel· 
ter Food and Water ; Clothing/Equipment 
Health; First Aid; Signaling; i=.ire. Making 
Survival Weapons, Hunting, F1sh1ng, an 
Trapping; .. . and MUCH more. Well lllu 
trated and easy to understand, this book is 
must for every man or woman who is con 
cerned about the safety and survival of thei 
family in the uncertain times ahead! Or de 

~! $&.95•160 pages. 350 illustrations. 

World Wide Publishing Corp., Dept.AM1 
P.O. Box 105, Ashland, OR 97520 U.S.A. 

r- - special Discount Offer Coupon • --. 
I YES I want to be prepared. I enclose check I 

or M .O. for $ _ _ _ Please RUSH me 
I postpaid:(S8.95each ppd.I I 

(Foreign orders must send checks In U.S.$ 

I drawn on a U .S. Bank.) I 
_ _ _ U .S.A .F . Survival Manual(s) 

I Name I 
Address - - - - ------- --

1 City------------· 

State Zip 

I 0 M/C 0 VISA Exp. Date I 
Credit Card # 

L -10% discount on orders over $25.~MU 
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ported us on DC-3s to Luanda. · 
Canada died on the second nigbt in Luan­

da. They operated, but he just didn't make 
it. They took Gus and me in an ambulance to 
a hospital where they x-rayed my leg. The 
Cubans just stood there with the x-ray and I 
finally grabbed it right out of their hands and 
held it up to the light so I could see just how 
bad my leg was. There was a bit of shrapnel 
still inside and there was a chunk an inch 
away from the fibula. I got hit by a bullet, 
but where the shrapnel came from, I don't 
know. It's still there. 

After taking the x-ray back from me, they 
took us to a military hospital in Luanda and 
they put us in a cell with UNIT A and 
FAPLA prisoners. One of my hands was 
handcuffed to the bed for six of the 13 days 
we were there. Sometimes the guard would 
take the handcuffs off so I could eat, some­
times not. I was the only person who was 
handcuffed. There were about 30 others in 
the cell, four of them whites - myself, 
Gus, Mamick, and Andrew Gordon 
McKenzie. 

· Andy's leg was pretty badly shot up and 
he had been hit in the back and stomach. 
They cut his leg off the next day . He had 
done a John Wayne. He got hit about 10 
times. 

The day Andy came back to the cell his 
bandage came off just after lunch. He asked 
me to come over and rebandage it for him. 
The handcuffs were off me by this time. I 
bandaged his leg and was able to see what 
they had done in surgery. When they cut his 
leg off they had left the bone sticking out 
about an inch and a half so all the raw meat 
was exposed, like a ham at a butcher. And 
threads came out where they had tied off the 
arteries . Gangrene eventually set in, but in 
the end it didn't matter - Andy was ex­
ecuted. 

The stench was incredible at the trial. 
Mamick, who was shot through the femur 
and under the armpit, got maggots in his 
leg. They didn't put his leg in a cast right 
away and it was never recast. As a result, his 
leg was about an inch and a half shorter. Of 
course, it screwed up his back - he got 
severe arthritis in his knee, hip and shoul­
der. You could hear it grinding sometimes. 

All my wound ever got was Mercuro­
chrome. They'd come by, rip the bandage 
off, and if there was a scab forming and it 
was stuck to the bandage, they'd just rip it 
off, put some Mercurochrome on it and 
bandage it back up again. The broken bone 
just grew back by itself. 

Finally, a Cuban comandante came and 
asked me if I'd like to go to his prison. I 
suppose I didn't really have a choice in the 
matter. The prison was next to the airport in 
the capital of Luanda. When I arrived they 
took the pajamas, clean sheets, soap, and 
towel that I'd received. Instead, they gave 
me mechanic's coveralls with the arms and 
legs cut off. 

Then the interrogations ~gan. 
Next month, Acker continues his account 

of interrogation and imprisonment for the 
"crime" of mercenarism. "" 

COUNTERFEIT GUNS EXACT SIZE WORK· 
ING METAL MODELS THAT LOOK. FEEL, WEIGH AND 
HAN OLE LIKE THE ORIGINALS. CAN BE '' FIELD·STRIPPED. '' 
CANNOT BE MADE TO Fl E REAL.BU S. DELIVERED 

SAFE! 
FOR 
DISPLAY 

M1921 
THOMPSON 
01·700 .. . 

GOV'T . . 45 
AUTOMATIC 
01·300 . . . 

GERMAN 
P-08 
PARABELLUM 
01-200 . 

357 
POLICE 
MAGNUM 
01-108 . .. . . 

FULLY 
SEMBLED 

CANNOT 
BE MADE 
TO FIRE! 

MILITARY KNIVES QUALITY REPROOUC· 
TIONS OF FAMOUS. HISTORICAL EDGED WEAPONS AND 
MILITARY KNIVES. 

U.S. M3 FIGHTING KNIFE. 
07-048 . . . . .. . . . • . . .. . . . $22 PPD 

I '\'7?"11!1i!l!!!l!l!!!!i!!i!!rf 
FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIFE 
07-014 ........ . . . $29 PPD 

GERMAN HJ YOUTH KNIFE 
07-09 . . . ... .. ... . . . . . $23 PPD 

FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF EDGED WEAPONRY FROM BATTLE AXES TO SAMURAI 
SWORDS TO FULL·SIZE SUITS OF ARMOUR. 

GERMAN WWI "BLUE MAX" 
14-01 IW/RIBBDN) . . ... $23 PPD 
14-n NECK CHAIN) . .. . $13 PPD 

~ '"'"" ..,, "'" WWI RFC PILOT WINGS 
15-118 \RAF) . . . . . . . . . . $15 PPD 
15-11C RFC) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $13 PPD 

FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF MILITARY INSIGNIA. MEDALS, BADGES. FLAGS. ETC. 

CREDIT CARD ORDERS, NO INQUIRIES. PHONE TOLL FREE 
1~2000(1N 1110: 800-831-4300)0RDERS ONLYI 

~------ M..u.MORISl<COUPONTClOAY' ------
·~~~\~~MOURY, INC. DPlEASE 
I P.O. BOX 1061, DEPT. 50 SEND FREEi 
I ALEXANDRIA. VIRGINIA 22313 USA CATALOG I 
.............. -._. ..... . ... .. . ... ... . .. . . . . ... . . . . . . . · · · · • 
I . . .. . . . . . ... . .. ..... .. . .. I 
: 0 MONEY ORDER 0 CHECK ENCLOSED $ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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1 
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ff ell 
For 
Leathernecks 
Classic hand to hand Marine combat footage 
where you stake your li fe out on a batt le ravaged 
stretch of beachhead. A triple threat combination 
of great Marine history. 

• To the Shores of lwo 1 Jima: The 
toughest 26 days in Marine history as they took 
on 20,000 crack Japanese troops. Inch by inch 
the Leathernecks fought their way up Ml 
Suribachi resulting in 4000 Marines paying the 
ultimate price for an island fortress te rm ed 
impregnable. 

• Chasin to tlungnam: The epic bloody 
march to the sea by the Marine 1 sl Bitter N. 
Korean cold and red snipers dogged every step. 
TWo hundred tho usand troops and refugees 
stubborn ly fought a way out from the j aws of 
defeat 

• The Marine Sniper. Demand ing cool 
nerve. marksmanship and physical endurance 
these military " hit men" can disappear In to 
undergrowth with special M-40 Al rifles and 
scopes to seek out " speciaf' targets. The criterion 
for this deadly game is ... one shot one kill. 
A solid hour of Oghtlng Marines at their best 

On ly $49.95 Specify Beta or VllS 

Send $49.95 + $3 sh ipping & handling to 
l"ERDE GROl"E FILMS 

3100 Airport Avenue, Suite 220 
Santa Monica CA 90405 

Visa & Mastercard Include card no. & Exp. date. 
ORDER TOLL-f'Rf'.f', (800) 8.54·0.561. ext. 92.5 

I n Call(. (800) 432·71.57, ext. 92.5 

CA residents add 6Y.t% sales tax 

Authentic U.S. 
Historical Flags 

Style #66. Gadsen Flag. Yellow background , 
b rown and b lack snake, b lack letters. 
$34.50 each . 

Style #2020. Commodore Perry Flag. Navy 
blue background, white letters. $34.50 
each. 

Size: 3 ft. x 5 ft Materia l: 100% nylon for 
strength and bright co lo rs. Usable ind oo rs 
or outdoors. Hi sto ry of each flag includ ed. 
JO day money back guarantee. Add $1.50 
per flag for postage and hand ling. VISA, 
M.C., Am.EX . orders ca ll to ll free 
1-800-831-3200; or send ca rd # & exp. 
date; or check or M.O. to: Eastman Co., 
Rt. 3, 259 Long Plain Road, Amherst, Mass. 
01002. 

The First With the Most Wins! 
Kl QUICK DRAW SHEATH $15.00 

Call for Info and nearest dealer. 
dAIA .... PPI laUI 
~US.¥; i~i;i. ~~~= 

8051656-5191 
TOLL FREE 

8001255-4716 

SUPPORT AFGHAN 
FREEDOM FIGHTERS 

SUPPORT THE BRAVE PEOPLE OF AFGHANISTAN 
IN THEIR RIGHT FOR FREEDOM AGAINST SOVIET 

AGRESSION AND OCCUPATION. 

Al l funds co l lec ted wil l be donated to pro­
western Afghan resistance groups se lected by 
the SOF staff . These fund s wil l be used so lely for 
the purchase of arm s, am munition and medical 
supplies as specif ied by the groups receiving 
ass istance. No funds co llected wil l be expended 
fo r sa lari es or administrat ion. 

Donations are NOT tax deductible. 

Send your donation to: 

Afghan Freedom Fighters' Fund 
P.O. Box 693 

Boulder, CO 80306 

BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .3~7 Magnum, 9mm and 00 
Buck . Meets and exceeds "Threat Level 
II-A " tested in accordance with the NILECJ­
STD-0101.01. Weigh~ 23/ 4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt. 

Front & Back Protector ... $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels ..... $27.50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov­
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist m easurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

WEST GERMAN MPS 503 
AIRGUN 

This real istic appearing airg un is modeled 
after the submachine gun used by c ounter­
terrorist un its throughout the world. Plastic 
BBs are shot from d ummy 9 MM cartridges 
w hich are automatically ejected w hen the 
trigger is pu lled adding to the realism of 
this airgun. Other features inc lude: collaps­
ing stoc k, rotating rear sight, safety, re­
movable magazine, and fake silencer. This 
model has the look a nd feel of a rea l sub­
machine g un. Safe to shoot indoors. Paint­
fi lled BBs for special effects are avai lable. 

Price: $95.00 postpaid 
Calif. residents add $5.40 
fo r sales tax 
COD orders welcome 

CLASS 3 AIRGUNS 
2000 CENTER STREET, SUITE 1239 

BERKELEY, CALIFORNIA 94704 

THE 
MERC 

The truth about men who fight for pay told 
in 300 fact and adventure packed pages. 
39 photos, and 2 mercenary contracts' 
Reviewed in Soldier o f Fo rtune as " A 
wea lt h of background information fo r the 
scholar and sold ier of fortune." Price is 
$4.00. 

SO YOU WANT TO BE 
A MERCENARY 

Here's a col lect ion of valuable informa· 
t ion, advice and opinion fo r the ambi t io us 
and the c urious. $5.00 to 

FREE COMPANION PRESS 
P.O. Box 542 

Sugarland,TX77478 



FAMOUS FEDORA ¢0~~i~;,t a0le~~r~1~k~ay~i~1Tri 
..... ll9111P'\ 1995 "Indiana Jones & the Temple 

of Doom" - reminding us all 
of how much adventure a 
man in a fedora can find. Our 
version is of special wool felt , 
finer textured and stiffer for 
improved shape retention 
over ordinary felts . Features 
a tapered 5" crown with 
triangular crease and 2 side 

tucks, a 2Y2" brim and a deep brown grosgrain band . Ful­
ly lined with rayon satin. Sizes S(6l/•·6Ye), M(7-7Ye), 
L(7'/• -7'¥B), X(7'h-7%) (runs large). Money-back Guarantee. 
Made in the USA. 

Introductory Special! 
VINTAGE 
ADVENTURER 
JACKET 
Regularly $198 

Now Only 
$168 

Save $30! 
This terrific leather 

flight jacket is a famous 
favorite! You saw one like 
it in "Indiana Jones & The 

Tdeo~~ 1~a~e ~~;: ~n ~;v~: · s~~,' 6'~~ 
pilot to appreciate the comfort and superb 

quality here. Features double entry pockets with zippered 
top, hidden inside stash pocket, zip front with wind flap, 
full lining , bi-swing back and underarm gussets for free 
movement. Plus it offers the special vintage effect of worn, 
aged leather in a completely new high-quality garment. 
Sizes 36 thru 50. Money-back guarantee. Made in the USA. 

SAVE! BUY BOTH THE HAT & JACKET 
FOR ONLY $179.00 

We honor VISA and MASTERCARD. Call Toll 
Free 800-334-5474. Write for FREE Catalog! 

Send name & address along with check, money order or 
credit card information to: 

P~S Sa/!M oept. J-26 
P.O. Box 1600, Chapel Hill, NC 27515 
D #HH3 Famous Fedora Hat (Size __ ) ..... $ 19.95 
D #1C Vintage Adventurer Jacket (Size __ ) .$168.00 
D #J05X HaUJacket Set (Sizes__}_) ... $179 .00 

FOLDING 
LIFEKNIFE (g 

LIFEKNIFE does it again! 
The world's first FOLDING hol­
low handle survival knife! 3 Yi " 
440 stainless lockback blade, Du­
Pont Zytel hollow handle contains 
suture, scalpel, disinfectant, butter-
fly bandages, needles, hooks, line, 
sinkers, snare wi re, matches and 
sealed by liquid luminous compass, 
or add what you want! Includes 
nylon belt pouch. Send $29.95 + 
3.00 shipping and insurance to: 

LIFEKNIFE 
Box 771 SOF 

Santa Monica, CA 90406 
Money Back Guarantee 
Calif. Res. Add 6 \li O?o 
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Kaplan' S " -"i11ce 19119 " 

P.O. Box 8005 
Cranston, R.I. 02920 

PORTUGUESE 
CAMOUFLAGE 
SHIRT 

SPECIALS 
• Khaki 4 pocket field pants 

1000/o cotton ..... $14.95 
Bausch & Lomb 
" Wings' ' Sunglass­
es, Green or Grey .. 

reg: $70.00 
now: 535 .00 

• Web Belts - all 
colors ... 52.00 

State Size 
Check or 

Money Order Only 

New 

s1200 
100% COTTON 

Offering 
My New Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glare Mat Combat Finish 

8"' 
Only 440 c 

Blade with 
Saw Teeth 
That Work I 
13'' overall 
length . 

$22500 

All stainless steel 
construction with 
combat sheath . 

~KNIVES 
CUSTOM HANOMAOE KNIVES 

by Rob.rt Porri1h 

1922 Spartonb~~o~:r;o~)i;;;~~:Ule. NC 28739 

Send SASE for rnore lnformotion 

THE LEADER IN 
NIGHT VISION SCOPES 

·~ 
~ 

FEATURES: 
• 18mm Firs! Generation Reconditioned 

Intensifier 
• Ruggedized Combat Oriented 

Const rue t ion 
• Newly Designed & Improved Eyepiece 
• Muzzle Flash Protection & Automatic 

Brightness Control 
• 4x Optical System 
• Unique Quick Range Focus System 
• Weighs Only 3 lbs. (Smallest/Lightest 

of the Military Scopes) 
INCLUDES: 
•Night Sight 
• Front Filter for Daylight Boresighting 
• MlA/ Ml4 & AR15/ Ml6 Adapter Brackets 
• Newly Designed Carrying Case 
• Batteries (Replacements 

Available Over-the-Counter) 
•Manual 

Pleue Conl.1cl our hport Dept. 
•b~ut your foreign requlremenl$. 

Send S4 .00 for 
Comprehensiw Ca1alogs 
of our ST ANO Devices 

CALL OR WRITE: 

SURVEILLANCE TARGET AcQusmoN 
NIGHT OBSERVATION COMPONENTS 
P.O .. BOX 6274 - SAN BERNARDINO. CA 924t2 USA 

7t4-882-5789/7t4-883·2728/TLX 675537 (STANO SBDN) 

Be a DETECTIVE 
AND EARN YOUR BADGE 

•DIPLOMA 

• AUDIO / VISUAL 
PROGRAMS 

Men· Women· Learn from the experts. Train at home for an 
exciting part or full time career as a private detective or 
security consultant. Start your own business or work for 
others. Step·by·step you wilt learn how to conduct any 
investigation , how and where to find that first job. and 
much more. Credentials and employment assistance. 

price. Prove ii to yourself by invesligating ' 
The BEST training available at lhe BEST • 

belore you invest. Send NOW for full lacts. ' :·•, '""''""""'""'""'"'"" '"''"''"'· 

r GLoB'A'LscH"0o-;:-0F-;N'V~TiGATION,1 
I Est 

1973 
Box 191S Hanover, Mass. 02339 

II Rush FREE fac ts. Show me how I can learn at home to be a Prlvale I 
lnvestlgalor. No obligation. No salesman will call. I 

: NArA [ AGE I 
I I I ADDRESS. I 
I CITY STATE ZIP I 

••for An Education That Works" 

The new Parellex 
Spring color 
catalog features - , 
the very finest - - 11 ""11111 

outdoor and ,..~ ~ ~V.& 
action equipment. · · ''- ~~ 
Military surplus 
clothing and gear. U.S. made outdoor 
clothing and footwear. Knives, bags, 
packs, manuals, police and self-defense 
products. Plus a very complete selection 
of gun accessories. Many unique and 
hard-to-find items. Satisfaction guaranteed. 

0 SEND FREE CATALOG 

I Name'---------------- I 
I 
I 
I 

1 
I 
I 
I 

Address, ______________ _ 

Cityr _______________ _ 

State _______ Zip Code· _____ _ 

~-PRl(f«,~EB I 
., 1090 Fargo, Dept. 350, Elk Grove Village, IL 60007 I .._ ________ _ 
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!h~~i.l 
FREE HOLSTER 

EQUALIZER 
• The ultimate non-lethal defense 

weapon. 
• In five seconds can immobi lize your 

attacker, even through heavy clothing. 
• Discharges over forty thousand volts 

of electricity from a nine volt nickel­
cadmium battery. 

• $49.95, Mass 5% sales tax, $3.00 
shipping and handling. 

1-800-522-2636 
(orders only) 

(617) 871-5611 
(for Information) 

Cameo Enterprises, Inc. 
P.O. Box 63, Accord, MA 02018 

GENUINE GOV'T. ISSUE 
M-65 FIELD JACKET 

Woodland Camouflage end Ollva Drab 100) Green. 
Pl .... do not mlallke ua for a alml er ad -

WE ere the ORIGINAL! 

BOTTOM 
ORAWCOAD 

SNAP CLOSURES 

FIRST QUALITY 

The very latest U.S. Army issue all-weather field 
jacket made of 50% nylon/50% cotton with water 
repellency is fully lined and is manufactured 
under strict quality standards by a prime govern­
ment contractor in the United States. Excellent 
for hunting, work or leisure. Only $3995 
AVAILABLE IN CURRENT GOV'T COLORS: 
Woodland Camouflage • Olive Drab OR Tiger 
Stripe Camouflage • Swat Black • Police Navy • 
Lt. Blue • Maroon • Oyster • Grey • Cactus • 
A.F. Sage Green• Khaki. SIZES: XS, S, M, L, XL. 
For proper fit, specify chest measurement. Ge­
nuine G.I. M-65 cold weather button-in liner 
$16.95 plus $3.00 shipping and handling. BOYS' 
jackets in Woodland Camouflage only. Sizes: 4-6, 
8-10, 12-14, 16-18. Only $35.95. 
State size and color and mail proper amount 
(check or money order) plus $3.50 per jacket 
(Canada: $7.00 in U.S. funds) for shipping and 
handling to: 
GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. BOX 20008, Dept. SF 
KNOXVILLE, TN 37940 

• Lifetime Guarantee 
• compass in Buttcap 
• All stainless 
• 12" overall 

Toorifer. sendCheCK, -
4 !llliliJIJl,,,..-money order, Visa or Mastercard 

number I include name & expiration 
date I or send $1.00 for more information to: 
Running River supply co. 
P.O. Box 4465 
Riverside, RI 02915 
Add $2.00 for shipping. RI residents add 6% sales tax. 

The famous C.l.A. 
"Get out of jail free" card 

An e.act reprint of the C.l.A . Covert Opera· 
lions 1.0. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era . 

. Do no t detain or question him! He 1s 
authorized to wear civilian clothing. carry 
unusual personal weapons . pass into res · 
tricted areas. requisition equipment of all 
types ·· 
"If he 1s killed. do not remove this document 
from him! Etc . .. printed in three colors' 

SOLD AS A WAR 
RELIC ONLY! 
Devil's Brigade 
Box 1625 Dept A 
EIDorado, Ar 71730 

$5.00 
guaranteed' 

80 page catalog 
$1.00 

(Free with order) 

**** YOUR OWN **** 
ARMED SERVICES RING 
LAYERED IN RICH 18KT GOLD 

One For Every Branch: 
ARMY, NAVY, MARINE & AIR FORCE 
IT'S OFFICIALI Now, you can get an ARMY, NAVY, 
MARINE or AIR FORCE RING, no matter how long 
it has been since you served1 Here's the ring you 
always wanted - so rugged . . . so manly and so 
finely de ta i I ed. Each one has deeply sculpted 
official insignia and symbols for that particular 
branch of service. Electroplated in GENUINE 18 KT 
GOLD . . . not ordinary plating but certified HEAVY 
GOLll Electroplate that will last and last! Big, 
3 CARAT Multi-faceted, Ruby-Red Stone. It's the 
ring you can really wear with pride because you 
served your country well. Available in sizes 7-13. 

WHEN ORDERING: SEND SIZE OR A SLIP OF 
PAPER CUT TO YOUR SIZE- BE SURE TO SPECIFY 

ARMY, NAVY, MARINE OR· AIR FORCE 

No. 5623-Armed Services Ring ................. . $12.95 
Special: Two only $22.95 

VISA & MASTERCARD PHONE SERVICE 
Call : (914) 834·7370 Between 9:30·4:3C 

Eastern TIME 

Send Order To: FOSTER-TRENT, INC ., DEPT. 861-A 
2345 BOSTON POST RD ., LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10538. 
Include $1.90 Postage & Handling. 

A 480 paqe, 2112 lb. parts catalog, 
· listing military, commercial, anti­
que lJ.S. and Foreign gun parts . 
The most complete parts listing 
in the world! Used l)y govt. agen­
cies and professional gunsmiths­
Order now, receive $3 certificate 
toward i:>urchase of anl catalog 

item. ,.i9~ ppd. 

Numrich.ARMs 
CORP West Hurley, NY 12491 

(Yellow-Tan) 
$10.00 ea. 2/$18.00 

H. Jane Urinal 
Targets 

$1.50 ea . $15.00 doz. 



SPECIAL ACTION 
COMMANDO SCHOOL 

TRAINING CENTER 

1ir 
SPECIAL FORCES TRAINING in the 
following areas: Unconventional Operations; 
Counter Insurgency Ops; Sniper Techniques, 
SF Patrolling Tactics; Pathfinder Ops; Field 
Intelligence; Immediate Action Drills; Special 
Mission Weapons; Exotic Weapon Systems; 
Electronic Security Measures; SMG/GPMG 
Familiarization; Svrvival Tactics; Adjustment 
Procedures for Artillery and TAC-AIR, and 
more. 

COURSES AVAILABLE: 7 DAY PROGRAMS 
BASIC COMMANDO COURSE (BCC) 
INTERMED. COMMANDO COURSE (ICC) 
ADVANCED COMMANDO COURSE (ACC) 
SNIPER COURSE (SN) 
ESCAPE & EVASION (E&E) 
COLD WEATHER TRAINING (CWT) 

CUSlDM TAILORED TRAINING 
PROGRAMS AVAILABLE. SPECIAL 
OPERATIONS TEAM AVAILABLE FOR 
DEPLOYMENT (Advance notice yields best 
results.) 

For a brochure detailing all data, write to: 

SACS-TC 
POB 506, Pecos, New Mexico 
87552 Brochure $5.00 U.S. Funds 
(505) 757-6933 
(current year supercedes all previous data) 
If the proper fee is not sent for brochure, your 
inquiry will be disregarded. 

THE 

UL7J/MATE ·~ 
GAME 

•War/Combat Games 
•High Cash Profits 
•Full or Part Time 
•Selection of Guns 
•Washable Pellets 
•Complete Game 
Supp lies 

For Dealer info, write: 
THE ULTIMATE GAME 
P.O. Box 1856 
Ormond Beach, Florida 

32075 

P.S. Call us at: 
904/677 -4358 
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Save $30. Only $1995 
This amazingly powerful micro-miniature FM transmitter 

(smaller than your thumb) can pick up whispers from 25 feet 
away, and broadcast every sound to an FM radio hundreds of 
feet away! Perfect for security monitoring, wireless microphone, 
baby minder, law enforcement, and much more. NOT A KIT -
comes complelely assembled & ready to use (battery, antenna, 
and tuning wand included Free). Limited offer, while supplies 
last. Only t to a customer. (Regularly $49.95.l Now. send St9.95 
+ $2.75 shipping ($22.?0l. Foreign orders add SS. 

Save $20. Only $995 
This tiny electronic marvel turns your cassette recorder into an 

efficient, automatic, and totally silent telephone recording 
system. Starts recorder when phone is lif1ed, records both sides 
of conversation with crystal clear fidelity, stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. Micro-unit measures only 1 ~"X 1 ~ "X¥e" , 
easily installed anywhere along phone lines. Send only $9.95 + 
$2.75 shipping (St2.70l. Foreign add $5.00. 

abu ous new 30 r ape ecorder. 
Price Slashed to only $89.95 

That 's right, a full 30 hours on one cassette tape! Our 
newest long-play 30 hr cassette recorder debuts here for the first 
time! Regular price is a low $249.95, but during this introductory 
sale we're almost giving them away at only $89.95! 

The brand-new X. TEN 30 Hour Recorder can record and play 
all your regular cassettes at the standard speed. Then flip the 
switch to the X· Tended Speed, and increase record ing time by 
an amazing 1,000%! Get 30 hrs on a 180 min. cassette, (20hrs 
on a 120, 15hrs on a 90, & 10hrs on a 60). Perfect for security 
monitoring, classes lectures, business meetings, & more. You 'll 
never see a price this low again! Send only S89.95 + $7.05 
shipping ($97.00l. Foreign add $9.5-0. 

Items above carry a 100% guarantee! Our fantastic giant 
catalogue packed with surveillance & counter-surveillance 
electronics, security devices, laser weapons, kits, plan, books & 
much more FREE with order, or send S2.00 (refundable) . Send 
name, address, item(s) you're ordering, & payment to: 

UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS 
15015 Ventura Blvd., Dept. F2 

Sherman Oaks, CA 91403 {818) 509-9124 

f ABU LO US RESCUE/ 
SURVIVAL KNIFE 

LI FE INSURANCE FOR THE 
RUGGED ADVENTURER 
For the rugged adventurer who does hard lime in the 
outdoors - here Is a COMPLETE rescue/ survival 
system centered around a functional. durable knife 
lhal performs even under the most severe condltions. 
Heart of the system Is a tough t 2.5 In. knife with 
sandblasted. non-reflective 6 In. blade and heavy 
tang. Oouble set of sharp saw teeth on the back 
creates cross·cut saw that will handle wood. bone. 
or skin of a downed alrcralt. Solid stainless steel 
buttcap lops oll watertight storage compartment and 
can be used as hammer. Inside of buttcap is highly 
polished for use as signal mlrror. Outside of tubular 
handle has cushioned non·slip surface. lingergrooved 
lor positive grip - won 't freeze lo your skin even 
at 60° below las cheaper metal handles can). Pole 
may be fastened lo hollow handle to make spear. 
Inside hollow handle Is stored survival capsule 
Including FISHING LINE and HOOKS. SPLIT SHOT. 
FIRE STARTING RIBBON. and water/wind proof 
MATCHES. Heavy duly Cordura sheath contains 
specially designed pockets with complete set of 
waterproof survival cards. high quallly lull size 
compass !with instruclionsl. bandage strips and 
patches. needle and thread. safely pins. surgical 
tubing for slingshot or tounlquet. waler purifica­
tion tablets. anllblollc ointment. and reflective 
Back-Tracker strips for marking your trail. 
Sheath can be worn on bell or converted to 
shoulder rig . Manufactured for us by Kershaw. this 
rescue /survival system Is a MUST for every rugged adven­
turer. ouldoorsman and aviator who needs to be setl-sullicienl 
even under the most adverse conditions. At Sl t9.95 a lasting. 
Ille-lime Investment for you or an adventuring companion as 
gift. Include $4.95 each shipping and Insurance. Two for $225. 
Fla. residents add 5% sales ta x. 30 day money-back guarantee. 
limited lifetime warranty. Send remittance to t. kirk­
wall. 2711-A,N. federal Hwy .. Dept. DI. Pompano 
Beach. FL 33064. Visa and MasterCard orders may 
call 1-800-544-3004 give order number 4D1 DI. 

NAVIGATOR 
WATER­

PROOF 
BINOCULARS 

8 x 30 mm with 
Built-In Compass 

Sallors. outdoorsmen. and 
adventuron can rely with con-
11 dence on the Navigator 
binoculars. The fully coated 
lenses and compact roof prism 
optlcal system provide an extra­
bright. crisp view under even the 
most adverse weather conditions. 
Rubber armored In grBBn for silent 
handllng and Impact resistance. 
these deluxe blnoculars are water- Sc•I• 
proof at a depth of 2 meters for 15 mlnutn 10 sea 
spray won't harm them. Individual eye focusing for 
maximum clarlty. Accurate compna (within 1°) and 
bullt-ln range finding scale for rellable readings. A 
snap-on, battery powered llght module lllumlnatea the 
compm In a night sight red glow. Navigator bin­
oculars come with shoulder straps and nylon carry­
ing can with convenient aide pouch for llght module. 
Perfect for viewing Halley's Comet. Manufactured 
by Tnco. a leading name In quality optics. You've 
seen slmllar blnoculan adverflud lor over $400. 
Oun are (uat 1299.95 plus SB.95 shipping and In­
surance. Fla. residents add 5% 11lea tax. 30 day 
money back guarantee. Limited llletlme guarall)H by 
manufacturer. Send remittance to: t. lllrllwell, 
2711-A N. Federal Hwy., Dept. 02. Pom­
pano B11ch, Fl 33064. ¥111 end M11ter­
Cerd orders may cell t-800-544-3004. 
Give order number 30802. 

filtach~ 
EMPORIUM FOR 
THE SHOOTING 
SPORTS 

1 Sft()Q~r1wl1 
Take an : "~'' r G SPO~rs 
armchair o~d~y~s~- ~~~-..;:::._j 
sey through a world of 
elegant hunting and shooting ac­
cessories, from hand-tuned gamebird 
calls to handsomely tooled leather rifle 
slings. From Pachmayr<!' . . . since 1929. 

Mail coupon or call (800) 423-9704. r-----------:11 I O Send me your FREE catalog! 
Name I 

I Street Address I 
I City I 
I State, Zip I 
I PACHMAVR® GUN WORKS, INC. I 
ll 1220 S. Grand Ave., Dept. SOF, L.A., CA 90015 JI 
'9 __________ , 
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TIMBERSHEPHERD TM 
TIMBERWOLF/GERMAN SHEPHERD HYBRID 

As seen In S.W.A.T. Magazine November 1983 
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"FRIEND AND PARTNER" 
Loyal • lntelllgent companion for Family Protection •Home 
•Field •' 'Patrol.'' 37.5 Tlmberwolf 62.5 German Shepherd 4th 
generation hybrids taking 7 years to produce from North 
American Gray Tlmberwolves and German Import Shepherds. 

DO NOT CONFUSE The TIMBERSHEPHERD with the 1h 
wolf •;, shepherd mix, poorly bred, unpredictable and 
unsuitable as a professionally trained working dog. 
KEENER SENSES of Sight •Hearing •Smell than any other 

domestic breed. 

LONGER LIFE SPAN over the Rottwieler •German 
Shepherd •or Doberman Pincher 

EVEN TEMPERAMENT Ideal for the family with small 
children. The TIMBERSHEPHERD is bred exclusively as a 
superior working dog - Devoted, Useful, Life Long 

Companion 
OUR TRAINING RESOURCES are extensive and most 
credible, employing the latest techniques and standards 
currenlly in use by the U.S. Dept. of Defense Military 
Working Dog Program •Family •Home •Law Enforcement 
(Public or Private) •Operative •Whateverl!I •Full Health 
•Temperament •Hip Guarantees •Shipping - Worldwide. 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 
Box 1620 M-28, Alken, S.C. 29801 

(803) 64~1138 (24-llour) 
Brochure mformat1on tncludes color repnnl ol SWAT and 

Survival Guide magazine articles 
SEND 53.00 U.S. FUNDS 55.00 FOREIGN ORDERS 
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LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT KNIFE 

ONLY 

s12es 
Add $1 .05 Hndl. 

Double edge 440 stainless steel blade. 
Full tang one piece construction. Leath­
er sheath with quick release snap and 
melal boot/beli clip. Money Back 
Guaranteed II Not Fully Satisfied!! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. Dept. BK-2-SF 
373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 

Avoid BIG BROTHER. 
Best techniques for creating 

COMPLETE PRIVACY! 
• Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
• Become "lnvlslble" to Investigators 
• Stop Generating Financial Records 
• Communications Privacy .. Phone, Mall 
• How to Stay Out of Government Files 
• Begin Ellmlnatlng Negative Records 
• How to Create Helpful New Records 
• Generating Quick Cash Income 
• Hiding Your Assets • Privacy Afloat 
• Banking Alternatlves • "Low Profile" 
• Privacy from Taxes • Nomadic Living 
• Multiple Addresses 
• Hideouts, Deep Cover 
• How to "Disappear" 
ALL THE PRIVACY YOU 

WANT - and MORE/ 
Don't wait! Order TODA VII 

ONLY $18.95 

.. ------• EDEN PRESS -iiiiiiiiiiil I 11623 Slater "C". Box B4t0-GA Founlaln Valley. CA 92728 I 
I Your jO Regular P&H, $2.00 (Please add I 

Choice lo FIRST CLASS, $5.00 to order.) 
I (Calllornla re1lden11 please add 6% sales lax.] I 
I 0 Send latest Book Catalog - FREE. I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I City I 
IS~ ~P _I 
... ____________ __ 

POWERFUL REPEATER 

AIR PISTOL 

ONLY .... 

s249s 
SHOOTS DARTS 

AND 
PELLETS TOO 

No C02 Cartridges 
Required 

Exciting to handle ... all the heft and balance of 
a real .45! Authentic "cock and slide" pump 
action. Powerful! Fires .177 Pellets at a muzzle 
velocity of 170 Feet Per Second. Clip holds up 
to 20 BB's. Fires Darts and .177 Pellets also. 
Economical - no C02 cartridges required. A 
thrilling postal for both target and varmit chasing. 
2 Safety Catches. Weighs a hefty 1 lb.-8 oz. Maxi­
mum Range 150 Yards. Not sold in N.Y.S. or N.J. 
No. 2270-Marksman Pistol ...................... $24.95 
No. 2099-Box of 400 BB's ...................... $ 2.98 
No. 2100-Box of 200 (.177 Call Pellets .... $ 2.98 
No. 2104-Box of 12 Darts ........................ $ 4.98 
Send Order To: FOSTER·TRENT, INC., DEPT.861Ab 
2345 BOSTON POST RD., LARCHMONT, N.Y. 10538. 
Include $1.90 Postage & Handling. 

THE 
DEVIL'S DART 
An All-Steel Sleeve Knife 

ARM MODEL: ~ 
7" overall, $65.00 

LEG MODEL: 
8" overall, $75.00 

Small but strong. 
Made from Parkerized 
tool steel or sand­
blasted stainless steel. 
The blade is triangle 
shaped for strength 
and easy penetration 
and the handle is 

knurled for a sure grip. 
Completely hand­
made, it comes with 
a nylon, elastic and 

. velcro sheath. Can 
be worn on the arm, 
leg or upside down. 

Ready fo r 1mmed1a1e 
delivery. Inc lude S5.00 
for postage and insur­
ance. Can be shipped 
C.0 .D. 37-page catalog. 
S3.00 

PAT CRAWFORD 
DEPT. S 0 F 
205 N. CENTER 
WEST MEMPHIS, AR 72301 
(501) 735-4632 
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CLASSIFIED 
-~ -- ~- -
CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - All ads MUST be received 
l?Y the 1st, four months prior to Issue cover date. Ad copy 
mu1t be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa­
ture, telephone numl>!'r and payment. Advertisers offering 
Information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack­
et. Cost per Insertion Is $1 per word - $20 minimum. 
Personal classllled ads are 50 cents per word - $1 O mini­
mum. Name, address and telephone are to be included In 
the count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boul­
der, Colorado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. 
Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are counted 
as two words. We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which we determine to be objectionable. Mall to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
co 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY AND CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN­
SPECTOR. 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE IS A MAGAZINE OF 
NATIONAL ANO INTERNATIONAL DISTRIBUTION. THERE 
MAY BE PRODUCTS FOR WHICH SALE, POSSESSION OR 
INTERSTATE TRANSPORTATION MAY BE RESTRICTED, 
PROHIBITED OR SUBJECT TO SPECIAL LICENSING RE­
QUIREMENTS IN YOUR STATE. PURCHASERS SHOULD 
CONSULT THE LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT AUTHOR­
ITIES IN THEIR AREA. 

LE MERCENAIREI Monthly Intelligence newsletter on terror­
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $15 year. $17 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, PO Box 507, 
Fredericktown, MO 63645. (117) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States Armed Forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear, 
first-aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our latest catalog to STEVE 
J. PEDERGNANA, JR., PO Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. 
(102) 

FEBRUARY 86 

ADVERTISERS INDEX 
L.L. Baston . . . . .... , . .• ... , . ...... ... 124 Class 3 Airguns .. .. . . ... . ... .. .... .. 134 
Loompanics .......... , .. • .. . ... .. . .. 119 Cold Steel : ....... . . . ..... . ...... ... 134 
Maurauder's Surplus ... : : ........ .. .. 132 0rawtord 1Snives ..................... 138 
Midwest Sport Distributors lob. .114, 11 S, 130 Creative Horizons .... .. -. ..... . .. •.... 138 
North American School of Firearms ... . 15 Devil's Brigade ...... . . • .. . .... . . .. .. 136 
On The Edge '86 ........ . ... . .. ... . . 113 Eastman Company .... ... .... ....... 134 
Paladin Press . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . • . . . . . 1 Eden Press . ...•. .... . .... • ......... 138 
Parellex Corporation ....... ·. . . . . . . . . . 1 f Ferde Grofe Films ......... ....... . .. 134 
Patton .... ..... ... ... . , ....... ... ... 121 ·Foster-Tr.eAt lno .... ... · .. .. . .. : . . 136, 138 
Pioneer & Company ... , . ~ · ..... ... ... 19 Free Companion Press . ...... . : ...... 134 
Quartermaster Sales Inc •......... Cover 3 Global School of Investigation .. . ..... . 135 
Sherwood International . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 23 Greene Military Distributors . • .. ..... . . 136 
Silent Partner : . . ... . ... . . ....... .... 131 Kaplan ........ . .. ...... ..•. ..... .. . 135 
SOF Back Issues .............. : ..... 115 Lifeknife .. , ... .. . ......... ... ...... .. 135 
SOF Exchange .....•. !. . : ..... . 109, 115 . LRRP Security ,Systems Inc . .. ... : .. .. 138 
SOF Subscriptions .... ; ..... 129, 139, 140 Matthews Police Supply Inc . . • .. ...... 134 
Special Veterans Excurs.ions..... .... . 6 Modern Schools of America ... .... . ... 138 
Spyderco ... ... . ..... ... . .... : ....... 131 Nam Graphics Inc.. . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . .. 136 
Stackp<ile eooks ..... ... ......... ... .. 122 Numrich Arms Inc .. . .. . .. . .. .. .... ... 136 
Steel Mill, The ............ .,.. .... . .. 5 P&S Sales Inc ...... .... ... . · ...... 135 
Survival Books . .. , . ... ' . . . • ... . .• . ... 125 Pachmayt'&GunworkS . . . . . . . . . .... . 137 
Survival Store, The .. .'~ . . ...... · . . . ... 120 Parellex Qorporation ... ... . .. ,\ ... ... . 135 
U.S. Cavalry ........ : . ... . .... ... .. . 9 RP Knives . ... .... . . , .... .. ... . .. .. . 135 
Universal Military Outfitters . .. . ..• .... 130 Running River Supply Co ..• .... , . . ... 136 
Valley Surplus .. . . . .. -.· ... . ... •. ..•.. 131 . Special Action Commando School ... .. 137 
Valor Sports ..... ... ....... . ... .. .... 127, . Stano Components ......... . .. ...... 135 
War Ga~ ......... , ... . ........... 122 T. Kirkwell. : . . : ..... ; ..... .. .c ••••• .• 137 
Wichita Arms . . .. .... . . .. .. .... . . .... 127 Ultimate Game .............. ....... . 137 
World-Wide Publishing ........•...... 133 Un1versal"Electronics . . . .... . . ·'· .... . . 137 

SUPPLY LOCKER Wells Creek Knife & Gun . . .. . -, ....... 138 
Cameo Enterprises .. .............. . . 136 · Westbury Sales Inc ....... . .. ..... . . .. 138 

Three Great 
American Classics 

ARKANSAS 

BOWIE KNIFE 
Item #K1. 

$24.99 

TOOTHPICK 
Item #K2. 

$24.99 

BUY ALL 

Item #K3. ~~~~I~ 
$24.99 $64.99 

LEGENDARY ARMS INC. 
P.O. Box 20238. Greeley· square Slalion P.O. 
New York. N.Y. 10001·9992 / (212) 532·9055 
Send checks or money order. New York reslden1 
add 7% sales tax. For Shipping and Handling 
add $4.00 lor all 3 knives. $2.75 tor one. 
Ca1alogue $1.00. Mastercard. VISA, Accep1ed, 
minimum card order $25.00. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEEO OR YOUR MONEY BACK 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also availabl&-ilhone number, remailing, mail for­
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For Information en­
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria Ave., 
Phoenix, AZ. 85029. (602)993-7534. (103) 

WWII WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, swords, helmets, 
everything! Illustrated catalog $1 O (refundable). DISCO, Box 
331-X, Cedarburg, WI 53012. (107) 

WWII GERMAN MILITARIA: Insignia, flags, medals, uni­
forms, daggers, camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters, $2. KRUPPER, Box 177SF, Syra­
cuse, NY 13208. (115) 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? Veteran? Patches, books, DI pins, 
T·shirts. New: Grenada, Lebanon tributes. Catalog $1. SAT­
CONG, Box 177VF. Syracuse, NY 13208. (102) 

GRENADA, BEIRUT, Special Forces, Recon, SEALs, many 
more large decals. Send stamp for price list. ELITE FORCES, 
22 Orchard Street, Newton, NJ 07860. (108) 

MARAUDER'S SURPLUS: A complete listing of field and 
technical manuals; Elite commando and regular·army surplus 
at the best prices in the country. Send $1 for catalog to 
MARAUDER'S ARMY SURPLUS, 8588 McKee Road, Upatol, 
GA 31829. (100) 

FIREWORKS, High Quality. Fast Service. Price list $1 . 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY. P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (104) 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE-for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2, $13/year- $17 overseas. HORIZONE, Box 67, 
St. Charles, MO 63302, USA. (101) 

KNUCK5-Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi· 
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, PO Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (108) 

BOUNTY HUNTING- Legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED, Box 
90, Depew, NY 14043. (101) 

MOVING? 
.... 

PLACE LABEL HERE 

MR/lltS 

Street Apt. rto. 

Clly I State / Zip 

Mail it to: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Magazine, 
P.O. Box 348, Mt. Morris, IL 61054 
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FIREWORKS- Firecrackers. Rockets, Roman Candles 
much morel Low prices. Highest quality. Shipped year-round 
to all states. Illustrated catalog- $1 . EAGLE FIREWORKS, 
Dept. 3B, Box 800, Clackamas, OR 97015. (104-485) 

.50 - CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your fireplace, 
den, place of business with impressive and unique wall display 
of authentic 1943-4 Frankford Arsenal war Issue .50-cal. com­
plete shells less powder with steel links for continuous belt. 
Excellent condition. Massive 100 rounds nearly 9 ft . long. 
$53.50 plus $8 shipping; 50 rounds $29.50 plus $5; 25 rds. 
$17.50 plus $4. Also artillery shells, etc. "Nation's Largest 
.SO-Cal. Outlet." JOE JELINEK, 1201 F Cottage Grove, Chica­
go Heights, IL 60411. (312)758-2183. (100) 

FREE: TWG CERTIACATE with order of catalog. $1 refund­
able . Specialist in customized gold-plated mercenary 
emblems. THE WILD GEESE, Postfach 1515, 6460-C, Geln­
hausen, WEST GERMANY. (100) 

Vietnam Veterans Memorial Print 
~ Stunn ing 16" x 20". 

color, glossy. pr int. 
Royalties go to Viet­
nam Veterans Memo­
ria l Fund. Fact sheet 
and autographed poem 
.. Cold . Stone Man:· as 
pub. in The Washing­
ton Post & Thf Woun­
ded Generation , incl. 
$12 ea. 

Memorial Print 
Dept.F 

P.O. Box3412 
Frederick, MD 21701 

DISCOUNT MILITARY FOOD RATIONS. Free catalogue. 
MRE full meals, MRE components, other outdoor/survival food 
rtems. RFCG, PO Box 650758, Miami, Fl 33265. (305)2.71-
2592." (102) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Pots, 
Grenades) - Largest, most complete selection of brand-new 
products with capacities from 4,000 to 500,000 cubic feet of 
dense smoke. Bum times from 30 seconds to about 6 minutes. 
Excellent for smoke screens, dispersing crowds, signaling, tire 
drills, etc. We pay all shipping charges to the contiguous 48 
states. Also flare guns, tear gas, milttary knives, and much 
more. Send $2 (refundable with order) for catalogue. SIGNUS, 
Box 33712-K9, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (100) 

4 TO 6 WEB DB.NERY 
t1J HASSlf.S • ti) DB.AYS TAAGET USE TM 

Add 5"'o SlllP!linll 6 Ins. tn U.S.A. PfllCES; ORIG INAL 10 ft. ' ' """' $109.95 

- fo!Oliln Add 2lJYe - LEA'\;:~~ '~,1~~~1~:~ 
• A RJMDABlE SllMYAL l1Xl. • 

When Swung -·· OEl1C EIBGY Makes lhe J! Ol the ADVEHT\.HR'S 81.ll~ !!M 
AI (MB !100 FW PBI S8XMJ 

• ~-KND.NJ 1~ Included. 
The HKlHBT OOAIJTY. 111UGHEST BLUll'ltPS 

Avalable - PO<fectly BAlAHCBl Fo- AIXURACY. 

Clllllf CMD .... CllllM Cll 15121 lf7-llllCO 
CATTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 

P.O. BOX 100724 Dept. SOF-2 
S.n Antonio. TX 78201 

STATE PISTOL LAWS; regulations for all states and Federal 
Gun Law8, both $4. Police Catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, PO 
Box 882, NY, NY 10150. (100) 

INVENTIONS, IDEAS, new products wanted! Presentation to 
Industry/national exposition. Call toll-free 1-800-528-6050. In 
Canada, 1-800-528-6060. Ext. 831 . (107) 

PRIVACY-CONFIDENTIAL MAIL. Forwarding/receiving. 
Code name fine, street address, phone available. SASE, 
books. MAIL DROP, Box 18039-SF2, Orlando, FL 32860. 
(101-ck) 

REMAILING: West Germany. $2 includes postage. Confiden­
tial forwarding, receiving, holding. Free brochure. TWG, Post­
lach 1515, 6460-M, Gelnhausen, West Germany. (100) 
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U.S. ARMY PARATROOPER RINGS 
MADE IN SOLID STERLING SILVER! 
NOVICE SENIOR MASTER 

• Add $2 .00 Postage and Handling 
• Please send Ring Size 
• Money Back guarantee 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY-Many unusual, Informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, Weapons, Investigations, 
Unusual Technologies, Documents, etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G·2, 135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 
11354. (104) 

BRITISH MIUTARIA. Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines, Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Head­
wear, Badges, Uniforms, Medals, Boer War Helmets, etc. 
Send $2 for catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES l TD. , Dept. A. 
2113 Wiishire Blvd., Santa Monica, CA 90403. (107) 

GENUINE U.S. MEDALs-Collect/U.S./Foreign Decorations. 
FASCINATING NEW HOBBY. Silver Star- $50; Bronze 
Star- $35; Armed Forces Expeditionary- $15; Vietnam Ser­
vie&- $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar- $35; Add 
stamp In trade and $4 postage. Most other medals available. 
SASE FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 Naples 
Road, Brookline, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (109) 

VIDEO 
VIDEO SURVEILLANCE 

Complete packages, low light cameras . monitors 
all wire , connectors , etc . Easy instructions , 
highest quality . lowest prices . Free inforcnation 

TRULOCK VIDEO SERVICES 
98 Main St. , Dept. 215 , Tiburon, CA 94920 

GOTCHA 
GUN FOR HIRE: 37-year-old professional mercenary desires 
jobs. Vietnam Veteran. Discreet and very private. Bodyguard, 
courier, and other special skills. All jobs considered. Phone 
(615)691-3305. (103) 

SMOKE PRODUCTS - Grenades, pots, bombs at unusually 
low prices. Buy from the source and sllve. Send self­
addressed stamped envelope or 2 stamps for details. SOUTH­
WEST SMOKE DISTRIBUTORS, Box 5414, Phoenix, AZ 
8501 o. (100) 

SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31 -20. FIVE SEPARATE TAPES. Tape 1: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning; 3: Air Op­
erations-Communications; 4: Water Operations-Communica­
tions; 5: Demolition-Engineering-Medical Aspects of SF Op­
erations. VHS only, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping & han­
dling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 Calttomla Ave., Ste 206, 
Reno, NV 89509. (96-ck) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1 for a color 
catalog to ACE FIREWORKS, PO Box 221 , Dept. F, Conneaut, 
OH 44030. (103) 

El Salvador/ Nicaragua Defense Fund 

THEY NEED YOUR HELP 
They're troopers in the Salvadoran A(my and 
Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters. Being brave, tough 
and willing isn 't good enough without basic 
equipment. They need : 

Combat Boots • Boot Socks • Uniforms 
Cammie. fatigue or kakhi (medium and small only) 

Rifle/MG Cleaning Gear • Web Equipment 
(pistof bells, LBE suspenders, pouches for 30-r, 
M16 magazine, canteens. can1een covers, etc.) 

Lensatlc Compasses • Ponchos • Poncho Liners 
Field Jackets • K-Bar Knives • Field Dressings 

Donation are nol tax deduclible. Please include a packing lisl and name 
of donor with au donatlons. Also. indicate whalli er or not you would tike 
this inlormalion prinied. 

Send the above equipment or your cash donation to: 

El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund 
c/o Soldier of Fortune 

UPS: 
5735 Arapahoe 
Boulder, CO 80303 

U.S. Mall : 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 

HBO DESCRAMBLER PLANS. Complete and easily fol­
lowed. $3. STEVENS PUBLISHING COMPANY, Dept. SOF, 
Box 20286, Bowling Green, KY 42102-6286. (101) 

FREE KUNG FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction. Send 
$1 for postage: McLISA, PO Box 1755, Dept. SFSS-N, Honolu­
lu, HI 96806. (101-485) 

ARMY SURPLUS AND MORE. Complete line Army surplus, 
gun accessories, knives, police, ninja, and survival supplies. 
Send $1 (refundable) for price list. HUGH WADE'S OAK­
SHIRE PLACE, Hlway 51 South, Union City, TN 38261. 
(901)885-6851. (100) 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Protect property. Win 
custody you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-pg. book $14.95. 
Guaranteed. Details 25 cents. EDEN, Box 8410-DD. Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. (104) 

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS: 
From time to time, we make our list of 
customers' names and addresses 
available to carefully screened com­
panies to send announcements of their 
products or services. 
If you prefer not to receive such mail­
ings, and want your name on our sub­
scriber list only, please write us, en­
closing your mailing label. 
Please address your request to: 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, CO 80306 

ARMY FIELD RADIOS: CPRC-26 Infantry Manpack Radio, 
compact, transmits-receives 46-54 MHz FM, 6 channels, with 
battery box, antenna, crystal , handset: $22.50 apiece, $42.50/ 
pair, good condition. PRC-9 Backpack Radio, factory mint, 
transmits-receives 28-39 MHz FM continuous tuning: $52.50 
apiece, $77.50 with good-condition battery box, antenna, 
handset. PRC-510 Backpack Radio (Canadian version of 
American PRC-10), transmits-receives 38-55 MHz FM con­
tinuous tuning, with battery box, antenna, handset: $39.50 
apiece, Sn.SO/pair, good condition. R-390A Communications 
Receiver, .5-32 MHz AM-CW-SSB, shortwave, amateur, mili­
tary frequencies: $175 good condition. R-108 Mllltsry Vehlcie/ 
Field Receiver, 20-28 MHz-FM: $27.50 mint. 45-day replac&­
ment guarantee. Add $9.50 shipping-handling. BAYTRON­
ICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591, Sandusky, OH 44870. (100) 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS, wilderness skllls, survival courses. 
Adventure treks. $1 for Information. BOLD ADVENTURERS, 
USA, Dept. SOF, PO Box 873, Rome, NY 13440. (109) 

"RED DAWNI NOT HERE! Join the North American Defense 
Association, ages 16-65. Send $3 for application and Info. 
N.A.D.A., PO Box 889, Paradise, CA 95969." (100) 

BRITISH/SCOmSH MIUTARIA Collectors Regimental In­
signia, Blazer Crests, Ties, Plaques, Tankards etc., of Eltte 
British/Scottish Regiments, SAS, Para, Guards etc., and RAF. 
Also Scottish Clan Regalia, weaponry and miniatures. lmpo11 
catalog $2. BRITISH REGALIA IMPORTS, Dept. 6, PO Box 
50473, Nashville, TN 37205 .. (103-ck) 

GUN COLLECTOR 
Good Prices Offered 

.25 Caliber Autos Wanted. Titan F.l.E. 
Series, Serial #s 251100 thru 251600. 
Contact Collector, Post Office Box 
25047, Newark, New Jersey 07101. 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS our specialty. Also, Vietnam 
material. list $1. THE BATTERY PRESS, INC., PO Box 
3107C, Uptown Station, Nashville, TN 37219. (102) 

EAST GERMAN "Auswels" Cards In Russian/German with 
Soviet seal. Unlssued, room for photo, origin unknown. $6. 0 . 
EWING, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. (100) 

THE INTERNATIONAL MERCENARY ARMY needs merce­
naries, bodyguards, and protection specialists. $20 mem­
bership includes lffetime membership, certificate, one-year 
employment record file, decal. Or write for info. IMA, Box 
232-SF, Sh~bury, PA 17361, USA. (100) 

ITAUAN STILETTOS! Here's one for your collection. 13" 
overall , 6" polished-steel blade, positive front lock, dark handle 
only, $18.95. 9" overall stiletto, polished-steel blade, positive 
front lock, dark or white handles, $10.95. Include $2 postage 
and handling. DUFFY ENTERPRISES, PO Box l , Dept. SF7, 
Bayville, NJ 08721 . (101-Ad 1) 
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Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges, Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals, 
Personal Service, Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed ! 

L.!•'•· !!!! .... _!'-...... ~ ... ~~:~ ... ~~.~~.~.: ... ~ .... I .... ! .... !._. 
WRITE TODAY!..,.. MEDALS, BOX 16279SF 
FT HARRISON P.O. INDIANAPOLIS, IN 46216-9998 

MICROTRON Surveillance Security Equipment- ("World's 
Greatest Selection!" . .. Law Enforcement Review. 1980.) 
Crystal-controlled VHF TRANSMITTERS. TRACKERS, RE­
CORDERS, NIGHTVIEWERS and COUNTERMEASURES 
... "virtually impossible to obtain elsewherelll" Professionals 
catalog $20, refundable. General catalog $2. Send orders to: 
MICROTRON, 42-38th St., Wheeling, WV 26003. Visa/Mas· 
terCard cardholders call: (304)233-8007. (103) 

G.I. SURPLUS: A brand-new list of military rtems (new & 
used), includes clothing, knives, footwear, fieldgear, manuals, 
etc. Send $1 to: THE SUPPLY SERGEANT, Dept. SF. 4300 
Highway 20, Buford Mall, Buford, GA 30518. (102) 

NEW UPDATE CATALOG of unusual books on Martial Arts, 
weaponry, home workshop guns, creative revenge, survival 
plus much more! $1 . PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307·KMV, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (104-485) 

OWN YOUR OWN MOUNTAIN CAMPSITE. 20 miles from 
Reno, Nevada. THIS IS NOT A TIMESHARE. Only $300 each. 
In 100 mountainous acres. GEMINI WILDERNESS, 1355 N. 
McCarran, Reno, NV 89512. (100) 

"U.S. ARMY GUERRILLA WARFARE" 
(FM 31 -21 - Large Edition) 

NOW ONLY $7 .00 Postpaid 
Free book catalog on request 
Send Cash, Check or M.O. to: 

"THE GREAT KEN HALE" 
P.O. Box 395, McDonald, Ohio 44437-0395 

KNIVES, BLOWGUNS, Martial Arts. Now available at 
wholesale prices. Large illustrated catalog. $2 refundable with 
order. SPECIAL CUTLERY, 1104 Lee, Dept. SF, Des Plaines, 
IL 60016. (100-485) . 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI- Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-802, 1660 Eubank NE, Albu­
querque, NM 87112. (100-ck) 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES- 25% off list prices. Also USAF 
NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine! Toll-free ordering and 
immediate shipment. Send self-addressed stamped envelope 
for free brochure. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS. Dept. 
A-902, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (100-ck) 

CAMOUFLAGE TIES! A must for every well-dressed out­
doorsman. Genuine military-issue woodland cloth. Choose: 
pointed end or straight fold ... $9.95 each; 2 for $18.95. Add 
shipping: $2 1st tie; 2 or more $3. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NA VY 
GOODS, Dept. A-302, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 
87112. (100-ck) 

Send 51 .00 
For 200 

Item 
Catalog! 

We have not seen a hammock of this good quality in a 
long time. This Hammock is a copy of the Hammock used 
in ' WWII and Vietnam. It is a combination in$8Ct proof 
hammock.or stake it as a tent. Full length canopy keeps 
you dry and the nylon netting keeps those flying and 
crawtl iNeCts off of ou. 

Cashiers check. money or er personal checks q r Visa & Master ard 
g1ao1yaccep1eo NOCOo·s Allmerchand•se•s 1ooei..guaran1eeo 
Residents o l Alaska Hawa11 and Puerto Rico add 5~ 101 sn1p p1ng 
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CASSETTES: German Marches, 60-minute. $8 each; 3 for 
$19.50; all 9 for $49.50. Send SASE for list. HAMMER, Box 
1393-SF, Columbus, IN 47201. (101) 

VIETNAM, KOREA, WWII Veterans' Certificates. Colored, 
1Ox13 with gold embossed seal. $9.95 each; two $14.95. Addi­
tional information, SASE. JIM LOGSDON, Box 360235, Milpi­
tas, CA 95035. (104) 

FREE MONEY SOLUTIONS CATALOG I Get new credit, jobs, 
degrees. Home businesses. Cash income opportunities. 
EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SP, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. 
(104) 

COMBAT HISTORY ON VIDEO CASSETTE! WWII, Korea, 
Vietnam. Over 70 programs. Free list for SASE. CMI, PO Box 
40461 C, Nashville, TN 37204. (102) 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG every 2 months! The best new 
books on martial arts, weaponry, self-defense, survival and 
revenge! Send $1 to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-JSO, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (107) 

MAIL PRIVACY! Conlidential mail lorwarding/remailing. For 
details write: POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, Salt 
Lake City, UT 84111. (100) 

NEW BLOW GUN RIFLE 
SILENT, POWERFUL, ACCURATE 

Introducing the ultimate Blowgun. Ideal 
for indoor I outdoor target shooting, hunt­
ing. Amazing speed, power and 
range from wind tunnel-designed 
darts. Find target through 
adjustable military­ feel with 

pistol and 
forearm grip and 

adjustable shoulder 
stock to fit all body 

sizes. 46 inches long, breaks 

style sight. 

\\ 
down into three pieces. Available 

in left-handed configuration-specify 
when ordering. Shipped with 100 darts and 
target. Extra darts $8.95 per 100. 

NOT A TOY FOR ADULT USE ONLY 

ONLY S49.95-W• P•Y post•ge! MI C, Vi,. ord<rs, 
1-800-228-6922. Check or mon•y orders: Th• Om•g• 
File ... lnc., 1095 N. M•in St.-G, Oronge, CA 92667. 

Problblled In California. JO d.y monty·back guarantee. 

ROCKY MOUNTAIN COMMANDO SCHOOL 1st para­
chute-jump training, advanced freefall techniques, weapons, 
survival, scuba-<:omplete course by Special Forces and 
Ranger instructors. To reserve a date contact: PO Box 963, 
Hotchkiss, CO 81419. (101) 

REGULATION INSIGNIA: All Military branches and Police. All 
genuine, over 1 ,000 items: rank, wings, badges, mini-medals, 
NASA patches, military goods, plus much much more. Catalog 
$2. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-502, 1660 
Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (100-ck) 

MILITARY GOODS CATALOG- Over 70 pages. Camou­
flage jackets, pants, caps, berets. Over 1,000 insignias, 
genuine GI. $2. KAUFMAN'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. 
A-202, 1660 Eubank NE, Albuquerque, NM 87112. (100-ck) 

MILITARY POLICE: Send SASE for prices on shirts, hats, 
patches, buckles, etc. MEAN STREETS, Dept. SOF, Box 88, 
Boston, MA 02123. (104-ck) 

ORIGINAL CIA black book of improvised weapons, 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $11 .95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO, PO Box 335, Croton, OH 43013. (105) 

UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER - Famous publishers. Over 450 
EXCITING TITLES AND GROWING! Exotic Weaponry, Mar­
tial Arts, Military Subjects, Crime, Survival Anywhere, Privacy, 
Surveillance, Electronics, Wiretapping, Knives, Chemistry, 
Employment, Government Surplus, Investigation, Big Brother, 
Obtaining Credit, Law, Fireworks Buying, Gambling, Life­
Extension, Beer Making, Disguises, Acting, Intelligence War­
fare, Increasing Your Intelligence, and MUCH, MUCH MORE! 
Many Hard·to-find Titles. Find out why thousands of satisfied 
customers shop wrth usl Eye-Opening Hefty Catalog $2. Order 
your copy today. AUTHORS WANTED. ALPHA PUBLICA­
TIONS, PO Box 92-SO, Sharon Center, OH 44274, USA. (100) 

CUSTOM IMPRINTED CAPS- We print anything! No mini­
mums! Free brochure. CUSTOM CAP CO., Box 341B, West­
minster, MD 21157. (101) 

FOR HIRE: Ex-Paratrooper, team leader (long range patrol), 
Rangers (instructor), 3 tours Viet Nam, scuba, seeks employ­
ment in related lield. Will train-lead-organize. Preference given 
to Central America or will consider Body Guard/Courier Ser­
vice. Not a cowboy I Send phone number !or details. Passport. 
Bondable. Principals only I CROSSBOW, Box 15424, Colora­
do Springs, CO 80935. (103) 

THIS IS NOT A LIGHTER THAT LOOKS-LIKE 

_No FLINTS OR FUEL TO WORRY WIT!! AS 

IT'S EQUIPPED WITH, THROW·AWAY CHEAP. 

(BUT POSITIVE BUTANE LIGHTER) 

MK·2 MILITARY FINISH & " (SPOOKY)" . . .. 

0 $33.00 POST PO • • 

OR ... GENERALS MDDEL= CHROME wl .. .. .. 

GoLD R1NG. !LOOKS Gooo1 .•• BUT NOT so 

"SPOOKY" .......... =$58.00 Posr PO .. . 

We pay Postage . 

W.W. #2 Lid. Box 2063-F, St. Louis, MO 63158 

BUTTERFLY KNIFE- solid surgical steel construction. Non­
glare finish. Handles are finger-grooved. At 5" closed and 9" 
open, this one's big & heavy. Sold elsewhere for $29.95. Our 
price? $20.95 plus $2 shipping. THE SURVIVOR'S EDGE, 
Box 16050-02, Shawnee, KS 66203. $2 US (relunded with 
order) for illustrated price list. ( 100) 

VIETNAM VETERANS 1986 calendar features drawings pro­
duced from personal photos. Relive the brotherhood, the hon­
or, and the pride. $10.95 plus $2 S&H. TOPAT ENTER­
PRISES, 1638 Indianapolis Blvd., Whiting, IN 46394. (100) 

30-40% OFF Gerber, Benchmark, Kershaw Knives; Redfield, 
Leupold Scopesl Send $1 for complete catalog! KNIVES, 
Dept. SOF, 52 Edmund, Uniontown, PA 15401. (101 ) 

PROFESSIONAL ADVENTURER, Courier for hire: Have 
wo~dwide contacts for large diamonds, emeralds, rubies, pure 
silver and gold artifacts, exotic minerals and metals. All gems 
and minerals have been mined from natural earth. I will seek 
out the priceless or the unobtainable. Would prefer to be en­
listed into the service as the personal adventurer of a wealthy 
tycoon, industrialist, entrepreneur or magnate. Only the very 
serious and elite that can afford my expenses need apply. 
Totally reliable, trustworthy, honest, dependable, loyal and 
absolutely confidential. Work alone. Contact: JOHN, 2004 
Pinhook Road, Suite C No. 566, Lafayette, LA 70508. (100) 

HARMON'S SURVIVAL & Combat Supplies. Survival-type 
books, over 500 titles, authentic milttary clothing & equipment, 
SWAT & tactical equipment, medical supplies, rappelling 
equipment, gun parts, magazines, survival foods, knives, 
blowguns. Stop by at: 7655 Park Place, Houston, TX 77087. 
(713)64, -4549. (101) 

ACTION mLES, lully illustrated courses. UNARMED COM­
BAT: new, superior, lighting style. Strictly practical techniques! 
$9. BLADE: totally radical knife fighting program for close 
cornball $7. WEIGHT TRAINING FOR COMBAT ARTS: only 
the strong survive! $12. Add $2 p/h. LIBRA ENTERPRISES, 
486(SF) Molimo, San Francisco, CA 94127. (100) 

MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important weapon. 
Research report, with dosage guide, covers compounds that 
improve reaction time, memory and learning ability. Only $7. 
Guaranteed. Invest in your survival. POLARIS, 135 S. Wesley 
Ave., Suite 1810, Oak Park, IL 60302. (100) 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials: 
Zapruder film, video cassettes, photographs, literature avail· 
able. Catalog: $3. COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES, Box 671, Hud­
son, Quebec. (107) 

'REBEL SPORTSWEAR' 
$8.95 ea. I 2 ! $16.00 
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"MILITARY PUBLICATIONS International Drrectory. " 
Uniquel Helps you contact worldwide 500 specialist war jour­
nals - Weaponry/Mililaria/Historical/Collectors/Regimental. 
$10. ESSAY, 24 Ravenciiff, Scarborough, Onlario Canada 
M1T 1 RB. (103) 

PHOTOGRAPHER, COURIER, personal agent, escort-rep­
resenting private or corporate concerns specializing in 35mm 
observation, domestic or foreign. RJL, Box 82, Clinton Cor­
ners, NY 12514. (103) 

COMBAT BOOTS. New government issue, black smooth-toe 
"irregulars," specify size, $26.95 pr. plus $2.50 UPS. Quantity 
and foreign orders invited. BACON CREEK GUN SHOP, PO 
Box 814, Corbin, KY 40701. (100) 

PROBLEM? Phone number and N/R deposit to: GPO Box 
360, Cannington, West Australia 6107, ICH DIEN SERVICE. 
(103) 

OUT-OF-BUSINESS SALE: 100% gravity operational "BALI­
SONGS." 4" saber ground (RC 59) No. 440 stainless blade. 
Skeletonized (drilled) lightweight ALUMINUM handles. 5114'' 
closed/9" opened. 3-o/• ounces. incredible "QUALITY!" LIST: 
$50. SELL: $14.991! CERAMIC knife sharpening RODS with 
WOOD handles. 511.!" overall. Extra "COARSE" grit. Guaran­
teed to "out perform" ALL ceramic/sharpening steels. LIST: 
$8.99. SELL: $2.9811 PUMA Boot knife, $47.98. VICTORINOX 
Troopers, $9.98. Rogue Lockback, $12.99. KERSHAW 
Rainier Lockback, $8.98. ADD 15% SHIPPING. (Minimum 
shipping: $3). 24-hour "AIRMAILED" shipments. SELECT­
LINE, Box 391, Peart City, HAWAII 96782-0391 

SECRET MAILBOX! Confidential, dependable mail receiving 
and forwarding. Write POSTAL SHOPPE, 369 East 900 South, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84111. (100) 

BRmSH MIUTARIA. 1800s to date. "Royal Air Force, Army, 
Royal Navy, Special Air Service, Parachute Regiment, Royal 
Marines: Insignia, Headwear, Badges, Unilorms, Combat 
Clothing, much much more. 81-pg catalog $4 or $8. $8 gets $5 
gift certificate off purchases of $50 or more. BRITANNIA DE­
SIGNS (DEPTA), Box 477, San Juan Capistrano, CA 92693. 
(101) 

BALLISTIC FACEGUARD. 20 layers of Kevlar stops .45 hard­
ball. $125 cash or money order, Kevlar sample $8, info $1. 
FRANSE, PO Box 3347, Boulder, CO 80307. (100) 

THE 
IMPERIAL 

GOVERNMENT 
OF 

TOPAINCA 
is actively seeking ac­
tive duty/ retired mili­
tar y personnel to staff 
i ts various military orders, national guard, and 
special forces. Diplomatic as well as government 
positions are also avai lable to qualified individ­
uals. (Most appointments do not require travel 
o r extraordinary expenses o n the pan of the 
applicant.) 

For a detailed list of openings accompanied 
by a detailed explanation, write w: 

Imperial Government of Topa Inca 
ATTN: P ri nce Giacomo 
3310 Tyrone 
El Paso, Texas 79925 

Send SJ.00 cash or check 10 cover printing and handling 
charges of the pan folio. All inquiries will be a nswered. 

US MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1,000s in stock, 1940 thru Vietnam. 
Large catalog $1 - relunded. SAUNDERS, Box 414-SF, 
Vermilion, OH 44089-0414. (101) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2 lor Police Catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF1 184, Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (105) 

US MILITARY PATCHES, medals, badges -<:atalog $1. 
PAUL SINOR, PO Box 12230S, Arlington, VA 22209. (101) 

VETERANS: Document your military achievements. Illus­
trated list of Vietnam-era collectibles, $1. R&R ENTER­
PRISES, Box 471 , Springville, IA 52336. (100) 

CUSTOM ETCHED glass plaques of your favorite logo or 
design etched on glass, wood, stone, mugs, plates, anything. 
RISING SUN, Dept. 734, 315 Holstein, Bridgeport, PA 19405. 
(101) 

KNIVES, MARTIAL ARTS, survival items, blowguns. Large 
discounts, send $2 lor 32-pg catalog - relundable. THE 
BLADERUNNER, PO Box 1592-SOF, Palatine, IL 60078. 
(101) 

COURIER, PRIVATE INDUSTRIAL and financial work. Per­
sonal projects and more. (303)486-3367 call days, Irregular 
hours (No drugs or firearms work). (103) 
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RANDALL KNIVES*** CUSTOM KNIVES. immediate deliv­
ery. No waiting! NORDIC KNIVES has about 300 in stock at ail 
times. Glossy color photos of the knives are included with our 
list. List prices are $2 for RANDALL; $2 for CUSTOM, or both 
for $3. We are Honorary members of the Knifemaker's Guild 
and a major dealer lor RANDALL MADE KNIVES. Address 
NORDIC KNIVES, 1634-C4 Copenhagen Drive, Solvang, CA 
93463. Phone (805)688-3612. (102) 

MILITARY SURPLUS- Chemlcal/biologlcal warfare equip­
ment, military clothing, equipment, decorations. Self­
addressed stamped ($.39) envelope for catalog. J.R. SALES, 
Box 4253F, Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. (100) 

RAMBO HAS NOTHING ON ME, bumper sticker, highest 
quality, $3. BROOKS, Box 4501, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33338. 
(102) 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
.$5.95 RHODIUM 

CATALOG WITH PURCHASE 
P.O. Box 20J78 •Dallas, TX 75220 

BLACKSMITH FORGES- Learn to assemble your own from 
scrap. Plans $5 each. FORAGED IDEAS, PO Box 1033, New 
Bern, NC 28560. (101) 

PRIVATE/CONFIDENTIAL overseas mail drop. Professional 
remailing and mail forwarding services. Economical rates, 
FREE information. KATTEGAT, TSTPO 98108, Kowloon, 
HONG KONG. (104) 

PARA-COMMANDO SURVIVAL COURSE! Southam Califor­
nia area. Learn survival skills in natural and man-made hostile 
environments with comprehensive weapons training. 
(714)447-3106. (100) 

M1 GARAND RIFLE, $165, direCt from US Government, de­
tails $2. JOHN LEONARD, 1511 West Seventh, Coffeyville, 
KS 67337. (101) 1 

MIGHTY FING-OC~91 All graduates of infantry officer candi­
date school class No. 69-67, 62nd Company, graduated De­
cember 1967. Contact BEN WILLEY, 501 NW Expressway, 
Suite 525, Oklahoma City, OK 73118. (100) 

MILITARY MEDALS & DECORATIONS, boughVsold/traded. 
Current list $1; subscription $6. VERNON, Box 1387SF, N. 
Baldwin, NY 11510 (VISA/MASTERCARD). (110) 

TATTOO SUPPLIES. Make. money, be free. Info pack $5. 
Send to GARY CHYNNE, STUDIO ONE & EAR PIERCING, 
1032 Queen Street East, Toronto, Canada, M4M 1 K4. Phone 
466-8000. (102) 

FREE DETAILS. How to make $100/day buying, selling scrap 
gold and silver. Write to: MEREDITH, Box 11216SF, Reno, NV 
89510. (101) 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Free in­
lormation. CENTRAL INVESTIGATION, Box 1894A, Provo, 
UT 84603. (101) 

HOW TO SOLIDIFY ALCOHOL for heating & cooking similar 
to stemo heat. $3. BASS, 423 Blue Ridge, KC, MO 64125. 
(100) 

SHORT-TIMER'S CATALOG- exclusively for veterans and 
veterans soon to bel Catalog of books extensively covers 
many civilian emp!oyment opportunities .. Discover the inside 
scoop on getting jobs in the postal service, federal service, 
landing a job overseas, books for the college-bound, appren­
ticeship programs, and more! Start turning your military experi­
ence into civilian gold today! Send one dollar (refundable with 
first order) to: C.O. PRESS COMPANY, PO Box 22005, Tam­
pa, Florida 33622. (101) 

COURIER, INVESTIGATIONS, body guard. Over 20 years 
Law Enforcement experience. Also qualilied underwater work. 
All inquiries considered and confidential. H&H OPERATIONS, 
PO Box 1703. Alachua. Florida 32615. (100) 

LAMINATED 
leather handle. 
Rich leather belt 
sheath contains honing 
stone. leg ties. Imported. 
IF B"ROKEN WITHIN 10 YEARS WE WILL REPLACE FREE! Use 
30 days, ii not pleased return lor refund. REGULARLY $14.95. 
NOW ONLY $7.95 PLUS $1.95 delive<y. Send $9.90 10dayl 
MIDWEST KNIFE co.. Deot. S-2511. 9043 s. Western Ave .• 
Chicago, IL 60620. Mall orders onty. Our 48th year. (312) 445-6166 
SPECIAL - 2 knives for $18.00 prepaid. 

BUGGED? WIRETAPPED? Find out last. Countermeasures 
equipment catalog $1. Refunded with first order. CAPRI ELEC­
TRONICS, Route 1S, Canon, GA 30520. (102) 

EQUIPMENT: Security, Privacy, Police, Surveillance, Coun­
termeasures, Telephone. BOOKS: Plans, Secret Reports, For­
bidden Knowledge. Send $10 for large catalog and one-year 
updates. SHERWOOD COMMUNICATIONS, 2789 Philmont 
Ave., Suite 108SF, Huntingdon Valley, PA 19006. (100) 

CONFIDENTIAL COURIER, any country, reliable, valid pass­
port, knowledgable traveler, prolessionai, no contraband. L.K. 
STODDART, 2425 Brengle Ave., No. 28, Orlando, FL 32808. 
(100) 

LOCKSMITHING, general and automotive. Unlimited inlorrna­
tiorr- $2 (unconditionally refundable if unsatisfied). L.A.N.D.-
1.S., 633 Post St, No. 1048F, San Francisco, CA 94109. 
(104-485) 

• NINJll 
UNIFORM 

50% Poly 50% Cotton 
Sizes: XS/S/M/ VXL 

$30.00 
$35.00 
$35.00 

Include $1 .00 for Catalog and Shipping 

M & M ENTERPRISES 
P.O. Box 64 Dept SOF 
lsianp Lake, IL 60042 

8 15/ 455-3403 Dealer prices available 

SILENT FIREPOWER: Most complete crossbow catalog 
available. $1 . Martial Arts, Special Weapons & Survival Aids. 
M&M ENTERPRISES, Box 64, Dept. SOF, Island Lake, IL 
60042. (101) 

FIREWORKS- Looking lor information? All kinds of technical 
reports and manufacture manuals available. Send stamped 
envelope lor free listing. RSA, Box 146, Willow Grove, PA 
19090. (100) 

CONFIDENTIAL FLORIDA ADDRESS. Mail forwarding/re­
ceiving. Code name fine. Street address. Many services avail­
able. Write ROSS PUBLICATIONS, PO Box 5335, Gainesville, 
FL 32605. (100) 

CARL "CRUSTY" THOMAS seeks information. Richard Scott 
Kroll, last known address Spokane, Washington. Also, survi­
vors of Khaki and Blue Column Merrflls Marauders. Write/call 
Westfield, IL. (100) 

HECKLER • KOCH 
Complete line of accessories-send Large SASE 
(two stamps) for prices and avallability to: 

BUDDY HINTON 
Dept. SOF, 8411 Churchville 
Houston, Texas 77080 

Call ONLY after 6pm CST (713) 465-4292 

ROCKETS, M-80 SALUTES, FIREWORKS. Fresh from fac­
tory. Hundreds of supplies with survival or signaling applica­
tions: MUCH MORE! Catalog $1. NORSTARR, Box 5585, 
Pocatello, Idaho 83202. (109) 

BECOME GUN DEALER I Professionally prepared kit includes 
official forms, covers licensing, purchasing, records - every­
ttilngi Lists hundreds of top whoiesalersl GUARANTEED! 
$4.95. BUSINESS CONSULTANTS, PO Box 1232-SOF, Un­
iontown, PA 15401 . (100) 
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DYSAKT'S WOLF KENNEL 
MACKENZIE VALLEY TIMBERWOLVES 

Would you like to have a companion & protector bred 
from the largest strain of wolves in the world, like the 
one above? Crossed with the finest German Shepherd 
imports : 'h wolf and up, puppies & trained adults. I 
devote my time to wolves & wolf-crosses .!lJili(, 
therefore I can provide the Finest. All pups WBA 
registered at no charge . Pictures and info - $5.00 . 

CHARLES DYSART 
Box 597, Henrietta, North Carolina 28076 

Phone 704-657-6220 or 704-657-9273 

CAPS, WITH MILITARY INSIGNIAS of Eltte Fighting Forces. 
Send SASE for illustrated folders. A&D PRODUCTS, Box 286-
S016, Belair, MD 21014. (100) 

MISS NASTY'$ "Joy of Revenge" book $4.951 MESA, Box 
1798-F?, Denver, CO 80201. (100) 

USA/USSR military and survival manuals. The "good" ones. 
Catalog $2 (refundable). MESA, Box 1798-F8, Denver, co . 
80201. (100) 

NUCLEAR TARGETS list of Primary, Secondary, Tertiary 
targets in all 50 states, $3.95. TARGETS, Box 2661, Decatur, 
Illinois 62526. (100) 

VIETNAM-ERA MEDAL OF HONOR recipients 1964-1972, 
the actions of American heroes above and beyond the call of 
duty. Historical and documentary background, roations of 
award. Send $4.95 plus $1.25 shipping and handling per book. 
SUNSET SUPPLY CO., PO Box 51688, Indianapolis, IN 
46251 . (100) 

SURVIVAL PERMANENT MATCH. Perfect for campers or 
adventurers, waterproof and windproof. Better than a lighter 
and lasts forever. Send $2 to: C.R.S., PO Box 192, Tillsonburg, 
Ontario, Canada N4G 4H5. (100) 

COMBAT ZONE TRAINING CENTER. Physical fitness, com­
bat karate, range. Serious only, SASE. HOGAN, PO Box 424, 
East Meadow, NY 11554. (105) 

TREASURE: BRITISH COLUMBIA- grizzly encounters, 
more. Action newsletter. Free sample for stamp. FORTUNE'S 
OWN, PO Box 1913E, Farmington, NM 87401 . (100) 

SPECIAL FORCES, Ranger, Airborne Unit Coins, Decals, 
Flashes. 40 cents in stamps for list. PHILLIPS MILITARY, 121 
West Monticello, MS 39601. (100) 

VIETNAM VET, "2nd place" polo shirt, 100% cotton, pre­
shrunk, 1st class mail, $9.50. J&C THOMPSON, PO Box 703, 
Cadillac, Ml 49601 . (100) 

SURVIVAL!! 
SHOCKING, CONTROVERSIAL, ADULT SURVIVAL PUBLICA­
TIONSll 60 plus sizzlin~, brutally frank survival_ publi.cat ions 

~edk~i:0~~stl~e~~YjohneWm~~s; <~iSP..U~&~·MfNnUT~J, :t~~ 
~~h~~~li an~u~~~~~onT~~i~~s: ~~~~1JEcT~i"~Xv cXF~~~: 
the months after and the years afte ~ -...: it h equipment, kn?w­
~~'ai\FoLl~"~URa~1t ~~WH~upe r 1or 1ty over adve rsaries. 

0AUTOMAT!C TELLER MACHINES ($15); 0 COMPUT­
ER PHREAKING ($15); 0 CRED!T CARD SCAMS ($8);0 
ELECTROMAGNETIC BRAIN BLASTER (soon);0F-D.l.C­
- FACT OR FAIRY TALE? ($5l;0FIREBREATHER ($5); 
D FREEi! ($6); D THE "GOLDFINGER" ($7); D HEAL 
THYSELF DI ($;>); 0 HEAT X- CHANGER ($5); n IRON 
GONADS ($7); 0 KILLER WATTS! ($4); O'"RW-HR 
METERS ($12); D MDVR METHOD ($12); nTHE "MIND-­
SAVER" ($5); 0 SECRET 6: ALTERNAi'E: IDENTITIES 
($7); 0 SILENCE IS GOLDEN ($6); 0 THE "SILKWOOD" 
($7); 0SURVIVAL GUNS 6: AMMO ($1 5);0TELEPHONE 
RECORDER INTERFACE ($7); 0 TESLA CONNECTION 
($5); D THE "TOIL ET TRAINER" ($6); D TOl'(E DEAF 
($6); 0 TV DECODERS 6: CONVERTERS ($7); 0 V.A. -
2ND. TO NONE? ($5); 0 VOICE DISGUISER ($7); 
0 ULTIMATE JUSTICE ($7); 0 VORTEX GENERATOR 
($6) - AND MANY MORE!! 

FREE SUPER-SURVIVAL CATALOG, all orders $25 or more 
(else $1). IOS discount on a ll orders $70+. PLEASE ORDER 
TODAY - TELL YOUR FRIENDS; 

Consumertronics Co. ALA~g~~it~~~~~e310 
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CONFIDENTIAL MAIL, telephone, address services. Person­
al/business services/products. Secure, dependable, inexpen­
sive. Writel SMS-SF1, Box 3179, Tempe, AZ. 85281. (1 03) 

WE DESIGN AND HANDMAKE precious metal military jewel­
ry. Also unusual jewelry such as skulls, dragons, creatures, 
warriors, cobras, etc. Send $2 for a very unusual brochure. 
ACTION JEWELRY DESIGNS, PO Box 8372, Pine Bluff, AR 
71611 . (1 01 ) 

SWITCHBLADE ARMS CLUB. Types, where to buy, mem­
bership fee, $5 ppd. 9513 SW Barbur Bv., Dept. No. 138, 
Portland, OR 97219. (101) 

PRIVACY CATALOG FREEi Discover latest low-profile tech­
niques. Secret hiding places, cash income opportunity, mail, 
telephone privacy, financial privacy. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-
SR, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (104) 

MAIL FORWARDING $5. Any currency, includes postage. 
Box 61 94, Huntington Beach, CA 92646. NO CHECKS OR 
COINS. (102) 

EX-ROYAL MARINE COMMANDO, 12 years service seeks 
high-risk, all types security wor1<, including covert, worldwide, 
dependable, aggressive. Contact GUS, 7 Duckworth House, 
Portsea, Portsmouth, Hanis, ENGLAND. Telephone England 
0705-826069. (100) 

SMALL, LUXURY, LAKESIDE hideaway close to sea, game 
fishing, scuba, shooling, flying, parchuting clubs. Perth Casino 
20 miles, for the elite, a private holiday, or group, at Lake 
Richmond Motel, 20 Lake Street, Palm Beach, West Australia 
6168. Phone or SASE, and $2 (American) for brochure, current 
exchange rates, etc. (101) 

CAVALRY 
SLOUCHES 
from the Amer. 
West to the DMZ 

Made of quality black fur felt with a leather 
sweat band and dbl. stitched rim , this hat is 
like those worn by chopper pilots in Nam. 
Avail. in sizes 7, N. , 71/2. 

with sabre ss& wi thout s53 
insig. & cord ppd. insig. & cord ppd . 

"AFRIKA KORPS" 
STYLE M-43 

FIELD HATS 
Quali ty made and fully lined in Woodland, 
Day Desert or Tiger Stripe, Night Desert, 
Gamma. Also avail. in Black or Khaki, Field 
Grey. Sizes: S-M-L-XL. S26.50 ppd. 

ill. catalog 1-50 or Free w/order 

MILITARIA INC. 
138 Kearny Ave., Dept. SF 

Kearny, N.J . 07032 (201) 998-7471 

BIG MAPSI Military, CIA, survival, travel - tapes, quads. 
50,000 list $3 (refundable). ALLIED, Box 41323FO, Phoenix, 
AZ. 85080. (100) 

BECOME GUN DEALER! Instructions, applications, guide, 
wholesalers, 15% supplies discount; kit $5. ALLIED, Box 
41323FN, Phoenix, AZ. 85080. (100) 

VIETNAM MAPS, 15-year war era kit $3.95. ALLIED, Box 
41323FG, Phoenix, AZ. 85080. (100) 

COMMANDO DAGGER: THE COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED 
HISTORY OF THE FAIRBAIRN-SYKES FIGHTING KNIFE 
-by Leroy Thompson, forward by Col. Rex Applegate: invalu­
able to collectors and those interested in combat knives and 
knife fighting. 8'kx11, clothbound, 89 photos, 176 pp. Order 
nowl Send $28 ppd. to PALADIN PRESS, PO Box 1307-LFS, 
Boulder, CO 80306. (100) 

AUSTRALIA WANTS YOUI I immigrated, you can tool Book­
let explains how. $10. DOWN UNDER, Box 2402, Mesquite, 
TX 751 49. (100) 

UP TO $500,000 REWARD. The US Government pays re­
wards for information. For statutes and explanations prepared 
by a former Federal Agent/Attorney send $12.95 to LE.A.A., 
Law Enforcement Assistance Advisory, 100 S. Wacker, PO 
Box 2574, Chicago, IL 60606. (100) 

FOR HIRE: 2 Ex-Mere/Bodyguards will collect debts or handle 
other projects for you. No amount too large, high-risk OK. 
Travel nationwide, vast exp., East and West Coast. Strictly 
confidential, reply: COLLECTOR'S, PO Box 1734, Smyrna, 
GA 30081. (102) 

ANTI-COMMUNIST ROCK & ROLL! 12 powerful, motivating, 
and inspiring songsl All professionally reccorded on one cas­
sette tape! Only $9.95 each I Send check or money order NOW 
to: FREEDOM PRODUCTIONS, Box 11212, St. Petersburg, 
FL 33733. (100) 

-KIMBERTAL-
The Most Soug h t a fte r N am e I n 

Doberman Pinschers 
and Rottweilers 

Ch amp.-s \r cd pups b r ed ro r 
s u pe ri or s ize , confo rmntl on, 

Impec c abl e di s pos it ion . 
FULL HEALTH & TEMPERAMENT 

GUARANTEES 

--SHIPPING WORLDWIDE-- ·~~~~~~R"''S 
Am e ri c an Expr ess, .Vtsa ... ~ 

il n d Ma~ t c r Ch ar ge 

KIMBERTAL KENNELS 
RFD1 Kimberton, Penna. 19442 21 5-933-4982 or 933-3600 

THE TRUE STORY of Hanoi Jane and the protest movement 
then and now: 30-minute documentary you need to teach 
others. Specify VHS or BET A. Only $34.95. Order: "WHATEV­
ER WORKS," PO Box 7008, Alexandria, VA 22307-()008. 
(100) 

BE A LICENSED FIREARMS DEALER full or part-time. Com­
plete application kit $5. Moneyback guarantee. INTERSTATE, 
Box 19466-SOL, Houston, TX n224. (100) 

FOR HIRE: Central America, reconnaisance, espionage, infil­
tration or explotation. Expert in wilderness survival. Knowledge 
of geology, biology and archeology. CHARLIE, (913)462-
3843. (100) 

ISRAELI ARMY BERETS with official Insignias, Paratroopers, 
Infantry, Air Force, Armored Corps and Golani. $19.95 plus $3 
Air mail per Beret, send Registered mail to: ISRAELI MILIT­
ARY PRODUCTS, PO Box 31006, Tel-Aviv 61310, ISRAEL. 
(102) 

ISRAELI MILITARY INSIGNIAS, Ranks, campaign ribbons 
and decoralions. Send $1 for catalogue or $12 for sample of 4 
insignias. ISRAEL MILITARY PRODUCTS, PO Box 31006, 
Tel-Aviv, 61310 ISRAEL. (102) 

JON SABLE, FREELANCE MERC. Covert, afficient, pass­
port, anonymous. Short-term, high pay/risk contracts. Urban 
wor1< preferred. Fee's plus expenses. Nothing Illegal. Contact: 
JON SABLE, 3-220 Cloverdale, Dorval, Quebec CANADA 
H95-3J3. (514)636-8851. (101) 

PLANNING A RUMBLE in the jungle? We have the gear. $2 
for complete catalog. MILITEX SALES, Dept. RJ-3, Box 
46499, Chicago, IL 60646. (100) 

FEDERAL FIREARMS License Ktt, $4 (refundable). Applica­
tions, instructions, guide, suppliers. LONE'S, Box 998(FN), El 
Segundo, CA 90245. (100) 

SOG-CIA famous "Get out of jail free" Vietnam Spy IOI $2 
(three for $5). LONE'S, Box 998(FJ), El Segundo, CA 90245. 
(101) 

MILITARY MAPS! Large, topographic, all areas! List $2. 
LONE'S, Box 998(FO). El Segundo, CA 90245. (1 00) 

DISCREET MAIL RECEIVING and forwarding. Services tai­
lored to individual needs. EXECUTIVE ADDRESSESi 1616 -
17th Street, Suite M-76, Denver, CO 80202. Ph. (303)628-
5465. (100) 

GENUINE ISSUE MA-1 Flight Jackets. Black, Sage, Navy and 
Camouflage. All sizes, $39.95! Your discount Army-Navy 
store. MILITEX SALES, Box 46499, Chicago, IL 60646. (100) 

NUCLEAR WAR, the air you breathe can kill you; important 
information that can save your life. Send $2.95 to: LIFE AF­
TER, 1308 Flint Street, No. 8, Laramie, WY 82070. (1 00) 

ATTENTION MARINES! See our large selection of hats, T­
shirts, and sportswear wtth bold insignias of the Corpsl Free 
brochure available. BULLDOG HAT COMPANY, Sutte 301 , 
6278 N. Federal Hwy, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33308. (100) 

· ~ ' • Your spirit of adventure, danger, and 
"'. . ~-- self reliance can lead you to an excit~ 
:f'APA .~ . .::. ing career opportunity. Solve myster· 
· •·.'~~ v. ies, bring criminals to justice, protect 
USE ·· · :4~' the innocent. Experts guide you every 
SECRET step of the way. Men and women 
EQUIPMENT needed to work in challenging situa-
S.mlll11e1 E••l,....11, tions, withstantiing hardships, 
~::':r.~~:.=~i.!i ~make on the spot decisions. 
Miters, Uc111111lci a.a, Learn the latest investiga-
:T::t=,~=· ~1:~111 . live techniques using special 
~~.tpull-'911'rl1e• . , law enforcement equipment 
._. ...,.. , · . . . the same equipment 

used by the FBI, the CIA , a nd the Secret Service. Start your 
dwn investigative agency. Save up to 25% and more on all 
equipment. Send for free details. 

Approvtd by Calif. Dtpt. of Public l•~tnM:t. 

r THE ROUSE SCHOOL of Special Detective Training 1 
I DEPT. SFe02, P.O. Box 25750, Santa Ana, CA 97799 I 

Ru-11 me your "O.tllctl~" c..r..r Kit~ ulnman '111111 call. 

I 111 Att- 1 
I M!lrea I 
L ~~!!- - - - - - - - - - - ;J 
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E-ALL-WEATHER-CAP 
These are New, Quality U.S. Mfg. 100% WOOL, from Original German 
Patterns. (NOT Asian Made cotton Junk) . . . Send only $25.00 & size 
& color (Black or Field Gieen) ... We Pay Postage ... If you collect W.W.#2 

send 2·stamps for illus\rated list of items available ONLY 

NO-PLACE-BUT-W.W. 2 LTD. 
P.O. BOX 2063-F ST. LOUIS, MO. 63158 

ATTENTION MARINES- see our large selection of USMC 
hats and shirts. Bold designs, a must for all Leathernecks I Free 
brochure, fast service. BULL DOG HAT CO., 6278 N .. Federal 
Hwy., Suite 301 , Fort Lauderdale, Ff,. 33308. (100) 

CANADIAN ARMY SNOW CAMOUFLAGE, Uniforms, light· 
weight 2-piece suits, approx. 10% staiAing from de­
militarization, uni-size $35. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. MasterCard & VISA accepted I (100) 

AUTHOR WANTS TO HEAR from Vietnam veterans who 
have participated, witnessed and/or have knowledge about 
Vietnam combat refusals, mutinies, troop revolts. Confidential­
ity guaranteed. Let's talk it out. Write PO Box 4747, New York, 
NY 10185. (100) 

" VIETNAM PHOTOS. VC KIA: $10. Caches, civilians: $5. 
Color 35mm. ARVN Death Cards: $5. Propaganda circulars: 
$5. D. GRANT, Rt. 2, Box 174, Lyman, SC 29365." (100) 

RHODESIAN CAMOUFLAGE UNIFORMS, shirts $40, pants 
$45, hats $20, field jackets $80. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, 
CO 80221 . MasterCard & VISA accepted! (100) 

" CLASSIC SURVEILLANCE SERVICES- for the most in 
prompt intelligence assistance. For resume, send SASE: CSS, 
1102 Forest Creek, Suite 303, Garland, TX 75063." (100) 

Record telephone conversations in your 
oHice or home. Connects between any 
cassette or tape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LINE. Starts 
automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversa1ion. 
Stops recorder w~ phone is hung up. 
This devk:e is not an answering service. 

Super Powerful 

Wireless Mic 
to limes more powertul than other mies. 
Transmits up to •/, mile lo any FM radio. 
Easy lo assemble kit. 15V b~ttery (not incl.) 
Cell (305) 725-1000 or oond $19.95• $1.00 1hlp~tng per 
ttom to US! Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, Fl 32901. 
COO'• ecoept. For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers 
and other specialty llems, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 

WIRELESS MICROPHONES! Many models! Ranges through 
one mile available. Use any FM receiver. Also, telephone 
transmitters, scramblers, and concrete microphones. Free 
catalog and order form. FAILSAFE ELECTRONICS, 504 West 
24th Street, Suite 129, Austin, TX 78705. (100) 

TIGER STRIPE CAMO BERETS, worn by Elite Forces in 
Vietnam $18, with S.E.A.l. Crest $24. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. (100) 

" RUSSIA SUCKS" bumperstlcker. Red, White & Blue. $2 
each or 7 for $10. BIRD DOG ENTERPRISES, PO Box 12205, 
Dept. S, Columbia, SC 29211 . (100) 

BUMPER STICKERS- "Vietnam Veteran and Damn Proud 
of it" .. Only $1 .49, 3/$4. Free catalog. SPECIAL SALES, 1104 
Lee, Dept. SOF, Des Plaines, IL60016. (312)827-7498. (100) 

AGENT ORANGE MAP FREE. Send SASE. ALLIED, Box 
41323FP, Phoenix, AZ. 85080. (100) 

YES! 
Please put my name on the 

Soldier of Fortune malling list. 

Address _________ ~----

City,State,Zlp ----------­
Send to: SOF Exchange, P .O. Box 687, 

Boulder, CO 80306 
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IS IT TRUE you can buy Jeeps for $44 through the US Govern­
ment? Get the facts today! Call (312)742-1142, Ext. 33.1-A. 
(101) 

MARINE OFFICER seeking employment. Ranger and Air· 
borne trained. I have extensive experience with all current 
individual and crew-served weapons and have trained and 
commanded company-sized units. All offers considered. PO 
Box 12, Quantico. VA 22134-0012. (100) 

WE HAVE THINGS F0R SALE that can't be advertised in this 
magazine. Catalog $1 . PO Box 1881, Murfreesboro, TN 
37133. (110) 

MERCS, PERSONAL PROTECTION professionals, couriers, 
weapons, tactics, lnstfUG.tors. THE HECTORING CORPORA­
TION seeks Ex-Military, E~·Law Enforcement Professionals. 
EMPLOYMENT AGENT, send resume for complete evalua­
tion by our clients. NO FEE. No copying of your paperwork. 
Strict confidentiality. THE HECTORING CORl"ORATION, Air­
port Executive Tol¥9r One, 1150 NW 72 Ave., Suite 723, 
Miami, FL 33126. (100) 

FRENCH CAMOUFLAGE UNlfORMS, current issue Lizard 
pattern Garno NEW CONDITION $65. AH.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221 . VISA & MasterCard accepted! (100) 

THE BLADE TRADER 

- ~ ........ 
"4 

·'/~ ·,;~· . . 

5" fillet blade . .. a 3Yz " long all purpose hunting 
blade .. . plus a 5" crosscut saw blade. Highest 
quality Kershaw stainless steel locks in place. All · 
leather scabbard. 
Only $24.95. Send MO/CK/VISA/MC 
Reliable Products Co., Dept. SF 
P .O . Box 1830, Mesquite, TX 75149· 

GERMAN ARM¥ CAl(O BERETS, current issue Sploch pat­
tern RARE $19, GSG-~ SPiinter Pattern Berets, $19, Border 
Police M-43 caps $18. A.H.A., lilox 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 
(1~ . 

FREE VIETNAM CATALOG. Combat Tapes, T-shirts, Docli­
ments, Flags, much more. Enclose 22-cent stamp to: BIEN 
HOA PRODUCTIONS, Box 56 (Dept. MKL), Fayetteville, AR 
72702. (100) 

GEOLOGIST, 35, SF QUAUFll!D .(1284S, 18F40). Al59 Ml 
(96B/O TS9) background. 5 years Rocky Mountain experience 
(petroleum), some work South/Central America. Fit, intelligent, 
hungry. Seeking consulting, survey, free lance or? Overseas 
OK. GEOLOGIST, 2111-M 30th Street, No. 1051 , Boulder, CO 
80301 . (100) 

SPECIAL FORCES BERETS, current issue Green Beret wilh 
Flash & Crest $18: Box 216q6, Denver, CO 80221. (100) 

COVERT .30-06 TO .308 INS'TANTLY. Chamber inserts de­
veloped by US Govt. to convert M-1 Garands to 7.62 NATO 
(.308 Win). Works in any .3.0-06. Place insert in chamber a nd 
shoot .308. Can be removed and replaced at will. Remove with 
standard .30-06 broken-shell extractor. Money-back guaran­
tee. SASE for Information sheet. lnsert .$15 pp. Broken-shell 
extractor $3 pp. IQAHO SURPLUS SALES, Dept. F, 6007 
Marvin Street, Boi~e, ID 83709. (100) 

CHEM·SAFE CATALOGUE of environmental safety ptod­
ucts. Air purifiers, ultrapure water systems, conflpential water 
tests, safety devices. Catalogue $1 . CHEM-SAFE INC., N. 131 
Grand, Pullman, WA ~9163. (100) 

BOUNTY HUNTING, SPECIAL OPERATIVE, other. All jobs 
considerec;t. ELDON, PO ~x 53, Downing, MO 63536. (100) 

COMMANDO WATCH BY SEIKO, quartz digital and analog, 
water tested to 150 meters. It has li~hted dial, stopwatch, dual 
time zones, alarm, rubber strap and more. This is the watch, it 
sells for big bucks. ·Ask your jeweler if he can even get it. We 
have them at wholesale, for more info contact VISION DIS· 
TRIBUTORS, PG Box 145, S. Lyme, CT 06376 or call 
(203)434-8737. (100) 

LEATHER BULLWHIPS, 10 feet, specify black or brown. Un­
beatable price $44.95. L&L DISTRIBUTORS, PO Box 3394, 
Palm Desert, CA 92261 . (1 O~) 

MILITARY HISTORY 
ON VIDEOCASSETTES 
See military history as it happened! World 
War I throogh the Falklands campaign. ~ 
other side of World War II: original German 
combat newsr.eels and features of the great 

bottles. Rare Allied Army and Air Force documentaries. Also Korea, Vietnam, 
a nd contemporary Soviet Army. Over 300 titles reproduced fTom original source 
materials. BetaN HS, also PAL Standard. Reasonable prices, fast seNice. Write 
or phone for he illustrated cotolog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Box 29035, Chicago, Illinois 60629, Phone 312-436-8051. 

HUNTSMAN KNIFE- 6" blade, 10.5'' overall, nice rosewood 
handle comes with scabbard, $15 plus $2 p&h. J.D. INTERNA­
TIONAL, PO Box 1684, LaPorte, IN 46350. (100) 

ACHIEVE INDEPENDENCE and wealth, work at home, huge 
profits and law investments. "FREE DETAILS." OPPORTUNI­
TY UNLIMITED, Box 461322, Garland, TX 75046. (100) 

POLICE ITEMS: STOCK BADGES: $17.95; handcuffs: 
$19.95; Badge wallets: $21 .95; Custom badge catalogs: $2. 
LK ENTERPRISE, 1 Rush St., P.J.S., NY 11776. (101 ) 

INTERNATIONAL MILITARY SUPPLY, latest listing of uni­
forms & equipment from the US & around the world, 50 cents. 
l.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . (100) 

STUN GUN, Nova XR-5000 uses 50,000 volts causing tempo­
rary paralysis to attackers. Saale to user and legal, now 
$63.95. L&L DISTRIBUTORS, PO Box 3394, Palm Desert, CA 
92261 . (103) 

MANUSCRIPTS NEEDEDll Good, completed or nearly so, 
books wanted on security, weapons, martial arts, survival, 
investigative techniques, computer hackers, etc. We payll 
CEP, 1111 Triton Drive, Foster City, CA 94404. (101) 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS - Cloisonne 
enameled pins, your design, excellent quality, low prices, free 
booklet. A.T. PATCH CO., Dept. 133, Littleton, NH 03561. 
(603)444-3423. (102) 

Fires 2 2 cal. tear 
gas o r blank ammo . , 
Solid me tal. 6 s h o t c lip · · l " · 
fed. Rapid firing . Wi th in-
struc tions & free deeming rod. . !\ 
For self-pro tection, th e atre; do g . 
training , sp o rts. P urc hase r mus t ' · · ··

1 

be o v er 21. Mon e y b ack quarantee. "':e~"1~;;~to 
WESTBURY SALES CO. c"""'''· 

P.O. Box 434, Dept. TA-2-SF, We1tbury, - Yortc 11590 

"SURVIVOR'S HANDBOOK" disaster/combat/weapons/sur· 
viva! skills simplified. " Pure gold," $12.95. ALLIED, Box 
41323FJ, Phoenix, AZ. 85080. (100) 

BULLETPROOFING BOOKSI Make various body armors, 
$3.95. Bulletproof your home, walls, fence, etc. $5.95. Bullet­
proofing glass, $2.95. All three $10.95! ALLIED, Box 41323FH, 
Phoenix, AZ. 85080. (100) 

COMBAT COLLEGE! Survive/win battles. Sample, course 
listings $3 (refundable). Certificate awarded! ALLIED, Box 
41323FT, Phoenix, AZ. 85080. (100) 

NUCLEAR SURVIVAL SHEL TEAS pre-lab metal or concrete 
stripped or fully equipped. Plans, supplies and accessories. 
NEPSCO, Box 256, Laporte, PA 18626. (100) 

JANE FONDA FANS: You can have your own memorial -
order a poster soaked in significance for Vietnam Vets. Great 
addition to any Bath, Mens' Room, Bar, etc. From the 11 Nov. 
'84 VIETNAM VETERANS WELCOME HOME PARTY in 
Syracuse, NY, we offer the VIETNAM VETERANS JANE FON­
DA MEMORIAL URINAL. Pause - and remember. $5 covers 
P&H with proceeds going to Vietnam Veterans Death Valley 
Marathon Runners· expenses. Check or money order to: 
GERALD WILLSEY, 229 Markland Ave., Syracuse, NY 13207. 
(100) 

FINANCIAL AND PERSONNEL ASSISTANCE requested for 
Mere operation - low risk, VERY high return; needed im­
medfately - in San Francisco area (or able to get here) call 
(415)441 -5218. (103) 

'EX-MARINE, VIETNAM VET SEEKS high-risk work. All offers 
considered, complete discretion assured.' PO Box A3704, Chi­
cago, IL 60690. (100) 

M26 "LEM9N" GRENADE $8, M33 "Baseball" Grenade $8, 
Mk2 "Pineapple" Grenade $7.50, M31 Rifle $12. All have 
moving parts; inert. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 
(100) 

GUN FOR HIRE: NAM sniper, instructor; SWAT, pistol, rifle, 
security specialist, bodyguard, courier, plus. All jobs consid­
ered. Privacy guaranteed. MIKE (214)756-5941 . (101 ) 
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~~======)==~::JIEJ 
EXTENSION $19.95 

FOLDING STOCK $67.95 

FOREND$12 

FITS ALL TIC PISTOLS, CONVERTING THEM INTO LIGHT, COMPACT RIFLES. YOU MUST HAVE A 16" 
BARREL TO MAKE THEM LEGAL. WE ALSO OFFER BARREL EXTENSIONS TO FIT THE 14" BARREL 
TO MAKE THEM LEGALLY 16". 

SHOTGUN PISTOL GRIP 

F ' llli1l11I1ilID 

$15.95 
REM 870 · ITHACA 37 · WIN 1200 

. RANGER 120 · MOSS 500 
Hl·STANDARD 

SIDE FOLDING STOCK KIT 

1111muu 
$74 

WITH RUBBER RECOIL PAD 
FOR WIN 1200 · RANGER 120 

REM 870 · S&W 3000 · MOSS 500 
COMES WITH FOREND 

(PLEASE SPECIFY) 

10 SHOT MAG EXT $32.00 
MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS 

.s 
7..SHOT 18", BRL. 8 SHOT 20" BRL. 

REM 87011100 
BROWNING AS $22 
WIN 1200 · S&W 3000 

l=2:un~~:: 
EXTENSION 

$15 
REPLACES FACTORY 

BUTIPLATE AND ADDS 
ONE INCH TO LENGTH 

~t;~.~\ · AR~5 I M16 

\ \ , BUTI STOCK 

OFFHAND NOTCH 3/ 4" LONGER $30 
ROUND HANDGUARD S24.95 

NEW CANADIAN ARMY 30·RO ZYTEL MAG 512.95 
TELESCOPING ZYTEL MAG STORE LOADED 20 YEARS 

OR EXPAND TO 45 RDS. 524.95 

1100SHOWN 
PLASTIC PISTOL GRIP STOCKS FOR SHOTGUNS 

$45 
FORENDS FOR SHOTGUNS $9.95 

$ WIN 1200 • RANGER 120 · MOSS 500-600 
BENELL! 45 ITHACA 37 · REM 870 
~~8ctfsAS BLACK PLASTIC FORENDS-MORE CONTROL-NON SLIP 

NO FORENDS REM 1100 FOREND-$20 

QUARTERMASTER 
SALES 

BLACK BALL CAP 

UZI $189.90 
AR 15 $159.90 

MINl-14 $159.90 
H&K $189.90 

FN $209.95 

ARMSON O.E.G. 
FASTEST SIGHT DAY OR NIGHT 

YOU USE BOTH YOUR EYES 
AT THE SAME TIME · JUST PUT THE RED 

DOT ON TARGET AND SHOOT. 

$4.5-0 EA NEW .22 GROOVED RECEIVER MODELS $74.95 (Day only) 
AVAILABLE FOR SHOTGUNS· CARBINES · ASSAULT 

RIFLES· HANDGUNS 
.22 DAY OR NIGHT $99.95 

NITEX FOLDER 

FOLDING STOCK FOR 
MINl-14 · .30 CARBINE • 10/22 

CARBINE STOCK FITS GI, 
IVER JOHNSON, OR UNIVERSAL 

FOR STAINLESS MINI $67.95 
$79.95 SPECIFY WHICH FIREARM 

ONE PIECE PISTOL GRIP 
STOCK 

AVAILABLE FOR MINl·14 ' 
10122· $44.95 

MADE WITH UNBREAKABLE 
DU PONT® ZVTEL 

.30 CARBINE 
(G.I. OR UNIVERSAL) 

MINl·14 30 RD MAGS BLUED $14.95 STAINLESS $16.95 

VENTILATED HANDGUARD 
BLACK NON-SLIP RUBBER ----• I I I I 

BLACK PLASTIC 

MINl·14 $8 
10122 $8 
CARBINE STEEL $8 

EXTENDED 
sun PLATE 

$15 

XR-5000 "STUN GUN" 
40,000 VOLTS OF STUNNING POWER 

YOU OR YOUR WIFE NOW CAN DEFEND YOURSELV ES AGAINST 
DRUNKS, PCP USERS. MUGGERS, ANIMALS OR ANY lt: IND OF OF· 
FENDERS WITHOU T DEADLY FORCE ANO ALSO LESS LIABILITY RISK. 

A SHORT 2 OR J SECOND BLAST WILL DAZE ANO DROP EVEN THE 
BIGGEST, STRONGEST AITACKER (EFFECTIVE EVEN WHEN AN AT· 
TACKER IS WEARING A HEAVY LEATHER JACK ET) YET THERE IS NO 
PERMANENT INJURY-GIVING YOU PLENTY OF TIME TO GET AWAY. 

$69.95 Unit WITH FREE NYLON CASE 

$55 EAGLE 
RIFLE CASE 

MADE OF 11·0Z. WATER REPELLENT 
CORDURA NYLON. CLOSED·CELL FOAM PADDING 
FOR MAXIMUM WATER RESISTANCE AND SHOCK 

ABSORBANCY. REINFORCED, WIDE·WEBBED CARRYING HANDLES. 
LARGE FRONT COVER CARGO AND REAR AMMO POUCHES. HEAVY·DUTY 

"YKK" ZIPPERS. COMES IN BLACK OR WOODLAND CAMP. 

SPECIFY WHICH RIFLE OR STOCK 

' THE FINEST IN TACTICAL EQUIPMENT" 

$4.00 Shipping Each Stock 
$2.00 Each O~her Items 
SEND $2 FOR 40 PAGE CATALOG 

Please Send Money Order or Cashier's Check 
Call for Credit Card Orders For Faster Service 

ORDERS 6 TO 6 MST 
1-800-552-0070 EXT. 543 

QUESTIONS 10-5:30 M-F 
1-505-884-8822 

7201 AVENIDA LA COSTA NE • ALBUDUERQUE, NM 87109 
46D9 MENAUL NE • ALBUQUERQUE • NM 87110 
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CALL TOLL FREE TO ORDERit:'!'9111iijii!iiib...~ 
1-800-231-9279 
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