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MAC

ATTACK

Poor Boy’s SMG has Indigestion

Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis

OWBOYS nailed villains and
_ fence posts with the Colt .45
Peacemaker. FBI agents will forever
be connected to Colonel Thompson’s
submachine gun. And, although
Hollywood heroes have destroyed evil
from McQ through the Raid on
Entebbe with the MAC 10, in the real
world, such as the streets of Miami, it
rests today in $500 alligator
briefcases next to bags of cocaine and
dirty money. The poor boy’s
submachine gun refuses to die.

Gordon B. Ingram has been
designing submachine guns since
shortly after World War II. At that
time the M3/A1 Grease Gun was the
standard issue U.S. SMG. Allowing
for a possible M4, Ingram started his
design nomenclature at M5, and
came up with a thoroughly
conventional weapon with a wooden
buttstock, tubular receiver and barrel
casing and adapted to the Reising
12-round magazine. It was never put
in production.

The Model 6 — in external
configuration more than a little like
the Thompson — was manufactured
by the Police Ordnance Company of
Los Angeles and was purchased by
the Cuban Navy (Batista regime), the
Peruvian Army and the U.S.
Constabulary in Puerto Rico. A
prototype Model 7 was developed,
identical to the M6, except that it
fired from the closed-bolt position.
Another modified version of the M6,
called the M8, was produced in very
small numbers in Thailand in 1954.
Ingram again modifed the M6 in
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1959, adding a retractable M3-type
stock and other improvements and
calling it the Model 9. Ingram Model
6 submachine guns are still
occasionally seen in U.S. collector
circles. They sell for $600 to $800.

Ingram began work on the M10 in
1964. The first prototype was
chambered for the 9mm Parabellum
cartridge and used Sten magazines.
In 1966 the U.S. Army obtained
prototype number two and tests were
conducted at Frankford Arsenal.
While on his way to Vietnam to
demonstrate counterinsurgency
weapons manufactured by his firm,
the Sionics Company, Mitchell L.
Werbell Il contacted Ingram to
obtain M10 9mm number three and a
.45 ACP version with sound
suppressor. Shortly thereafter,
Sionics obtained the manufacturing
rights to both the M10 and the new
M11, chambered for the .380 ACP
cartridge. Ingram became chief
engineer at Sionics in 1969. Early
guns are marked with the plant’s
location at that time, Powder
Springs, Ga. A very few MAC Mlls
escaped from this factory marked
“9MM AUTO” (for 9mm Kurz =
.380 ACP) and into the hands of
collectors. Most MAC M11 lower
receiver bodies were altered by a
shallow mill cut over the “9MM” and
restamped “.380.”

In 1970 a group of New York
investors obtained controlling interest
and moved the manufacturing facility
to Marietta, Ga. The company was
renamed “Military Armament

Corporation” (MAC) and both
Werbell and Ingram were shunted
aside. The MAC M10 was hyped as
the replacement for the U.S.
Government’s Colt M1911A1 .45
ACP pistol. This was not to be.
Thank God.

Without Werbell to tout the weapon
by firing suppressed versions into
phone books in the offices of
Manhattan investment-banking firms,
MAC declared bankruptcy under
Chapter 11 receivership in 1975. In
1976 the inventory was auctioned off
to pay corporate debts. It included
2,500 M10/9mm SMGs, 6,400
M10/.45 ACP SMGs, 175 M11/.380
ACP SMGs, 1,000 M10/9mm
suppressors, 875 M10/.45 ACP
suppressors and 50 M11/.380 ACP
suppressors. In the late 1970s
so-called “pre-auction” MAC M10
submachine guns in both 9mm
Parabellum and .45 ACP could be
purchased from Class 3 dealers for
about $85, having been sold at the
auction for less than $20 each.

By 1978 the MAC was back in
production by RPB Industries, Inc. of
Atlanta, Ga. While M10 and M11
submachine guns were manufactured,
RPB focused on the domestic market
and great emphasis was placed on
semiautomatic-only pistol and
carbine versions. Conversion to
full-auto proved simple and became
popular with drug pushers and pimps
from Florida to California. The BATF
shut down the RPB operation several
years ago.

There was another auction. Now
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by an Indian man named George, responsible for ANC
leadership logistics.

Target Four: A house in the Broadhurst suburb of
Gaborone occupied by Duke Machobane, responsible for
ANC military training and supplying safe-houses:for ANC
operatives of UmKhonto We Sizwe (Spear of the’ Nauon) —
the ANC military wing. (Much of the planning of
UmKhonto We Sizwe is done by Joe Slovo, an exiled-.
former Johannesburg attorney who is the number two man in
the military wing and identified as a colonel in the Russmn
KGB).

Target Five: Another house in Broadhurst occupied by
Nkukwane Mkhulu, ANC logistics expert since June 1981.
The house was also used as a transit safe-house.

Target Six: A house in Pudulogo Close, Gaborone,
occupied by Uriel Abrahamse and South African draft
dodger Mike Hamlyn. They were responsible for
accommodation and transportation of terrorists to and from
South Africa, and also trained suicide squads. Intelligence:
also indicated that a PLO official lived here and that the
PLO was involved in training ANC cadres.

Target Seven: The offices of the Solidarity News Service
in central Gaborone. Posing as a news agency, these offices
were actually the intelligence gathering headquarters of the
ANC.

Target Eight: ANC offices in the Bonteng suburb of
Gaborone which served as a storage facility for arms, food
and clothing.

Target Nine: A house in the Broadhurst suburb. occupied
by Tim Williams who underwent military training in a PAC
(Pan-African Congress — rivals to the ANC) camp in Libya,
had since joined the ANC, and who was responsible for-
training, courier services, political indoctrination and
underground accommodation.

Target Ten: A house in Broadhurst occupied by George
and Lindy Phale who both trained terrorists, handled ANC
finances, and used their bus company for the transport of
terrorists. George Phale had also been directly responsible
for the bomb explosion in Johannesburg’s Carlton Center at
Christmas 1975 which killed and injured scores of innocent
shoppers.

Such was the picture that emerged from the files of the
Security Branch of the South African Police on Monday 10
June. There was ample reason to launch a major strike
against these targets, but still South Africa held back.
Negotiations with Botswana over the ANC presence
continued, but then intelligence surfaced that the ANC was
to launch a stepped-up terror campaign in South Africa
lasting two weeks, the attacks to coincide with the ANC’s
national conference in Lusaka, Zambia.

Further intelligence was received that ANC suicide squads
had been briefed to hit non-white political leaders in South
Africa who participated in the new constitutional system of
the country which had a year ago extended the vote to
Coloreds (the South African legal division of mixed-race
citizens) and Indians. Black community councilors,
sponsored by the government, were also to be eliminated by
these squads. '

On 11 June ANC suicide squads struck in Cape Town
during a night attack with hand grenades, seriously injuring
the newly appointed Colored member of President P.W.
Botha’s Cabinet, Mr. Luwellyn Landers, and another
prominent Colored Member of Parliament.

In an emergency meeting between senior members of
government, Defence Force commanders and intelligence
chiefs, it was decided that the time had come to hit
Gaborone and eliminate the ANC.

Though official sources were unwilling to reveal much
after the raid, a clear picture could be pieced together from
both official and eyewitness accounts. Sources in Botswana
believe the South African commandos — most likely made
up once again from elements of the Special Forces due to
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Map showing ‘“Guns of Gaborone’’ raid carried out by South
African Special Forces against selected ANC targets in
Botswana. The raid nipped in the bud a planned two-week ANC
suicide-squad offensive against South African targets.

the nature of the clandestine raid — crossed the border in
small groups at Kopfontein Border Gate, dressed in civilian
clothes, driving civilian vehicles and going through the
normal customs checks.

Once inside the country the commandos probably split up
and booked into various hotels spread across Gaborone,
waiting for the moment they would go into action. After the
attack, several hotels reported that South Africans who had
been staying in the hotels disappeared only a few hours
before the raid.

Then came D-Day — Friday, 14 June. At precisely 0100
a power failure blackened parts of the city. At 0115 the first
shots and explosions ripped through the sleeping city.

Commandos, operating in small teams, were hitting the 10
targets simultaneously. Teams would draw up outside a
target, kick open doors, locate and identify wanted ANC
men on their ‘‘hit list,’’ eliminate them, and then remove
weapons, documentation and other material from the
buildings.

Once this had been accomplished, explosives or hand
grenades were used to destroy the buildings and the
commandos would leave the scene — minutes after first
striking a target. -

On several occasions Botswana Police patrols were
encountered in the city. According to the Gen. Viljoen,
these patrols were informed by the raiders that South
Africans were attacking ANC targets, and that the patrols
were to keep out of the fighting. In all cases the Botswana
Police complied and returned to the Central Police Station
till the raid had been completed. Only in a few instances did
the South Africans meet with resistance from the ANC, and
one South African soldier was lightly wounded.

Gaborone residents reported after the raid that the South
Africans had cut all telephone links between the city, the
border post, and the main Botswana Defence Force barracks,
the Sir Seretse Khama Barracks several kilometers outside
town. Some reports also claimed that tire-puncturing spikes
were strewn outside the barracks preventing the Botswana
Defence Force from taking any action.

One commando team manned a strategic roadblock on the
Tlokweng road which leads to the border post, securing the
escape route for the commandos once the raid finished. It
was here that the heaviest resistance was met.
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