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SOF SHOTGUN

OLISHING

PUMP-GUN

ECHNIQU

Professional Pointers
for Shotgun Shooters

Text and photos by Emanuel Kapelsohn

ROM the trenches in World War |

and the jungles in Vietnam, to the
police war against armed criminals in
the United States, the shotgun is
known as a fearsome weapon.
Because of this formidable reputation
many law-enforcement agencies and
individuals use it as their back-up and
even as a primary weapon. But for
some reason many shotgun users
devote little or no time to shotgun
training. Why?

Many seem to feel that the
shotgun’s power and spreading shot
pattern will make up for any lack of
expertise on the part of the user.
Regardless of how much awe it
inspires, the shotgun, like any other
weapon, is only as good as its user,
and a modicum of training in
technigue is not only useful, but
necessary.

Shotguns come in many different
forms: single-barre! single-shot,
semiauto, pump-action, bolt-action
repeater, double-barrel
over-and-under, and double-barrel
side-by-side. But the shotgun that
most military and police agencies
have adopted, almost to the exclusion
of any other action type, is the
pump-action.

Many law-enforcement agencies
have stepped up basic training in the
proper handling of pump-action
shotguns, but such combat shotgun
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techniques should not be limited to
law-enforcement personnel only. It
should be delivered to anybody who
handles the popular pump gun.
Weapon Condition

For military combat use, or in police
use when the “enemy” has been
engaged, it may be appropriate to
carry the shotgun fully loaded and
chambered, with the safety engaged:
“cocked and locked,” as the pistol
shooters say. All the user has to do to
fire is release the safety and pull the
trigger.

For most police, guard, and home
protection use, however, where some
degree of readiness can reasonably
be traded off in favor of greater
safety, the shotgun is better kept in
cruiser-safe condition. This is so
called because it is the condition
commonly mandated by police
departments for shotguns carried in
the patrol cars. In cruiser safe, the
pump gun’'s magazine is fuily loaded,
but the chamber is empty, and the
hammer has been dropped on the
empty chamber. The safety should be
left “off.”

To arm a cruiser-safe shotgun for
firing, the user need only pump the
action. With a little bit of practice, this
can be accomplished within the same
time it takes to point the shotgun at a
target, so little — if any — time is lost
in return for the safer mode of carry.

Agencies which require the shotguns
to be carried with magazines loaded,
but with the actions locked closed
(hammer not dropped on the empty
chamber), or with the safeties “on,”
or, worse yet, with both the action
locked and the safety on, are placing
too many impediments in the way of
the shooter. In the stress of a violent
encounter, the officer may remember
all the steps he needs to take to arm
his weapon, but the action lock and
safety on most shotguns are neither
large enough nor conveniently located
to be manipulated surely and quickly.
With winter gloves on, forget it. In this
age of consumer protection we must
remember that the ability to do
damage is the essence of weapons,
and if we try to make weapons foo
safe, they become useless.

Once they have mastered the
technique of cycling the action while
the shotgun is being raised into firing
position, many shooters find the
cruiser-safe mode preferable to
carrying the shotgun armed and trying
to release a small or poorly located
safety under stress, especially if
gloves are worn.

The cruiser-safe condition has
several other advantages. The police
officer who carries his shotgun in
cruiser safe does not necessarily
become point man of the operation,
as he most assuredly will if his fellow
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