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he doesn’t like a CIA agent. If you don’t go
along with his leadership or his ideas, then
in his eyes you’re either CIA or youw work
for the Sandinistas.

Q — The LIFE article quotes you as saying
you helped unload some aircraft.

A — Well, that’s-no big thing. The planes
and the pilots belonged to Pastora. Typical-
ly we offloaded a bunchrof crates and boxes.

Q — What about your own military back-
ground?

A —Nothing to speak of except for ROTC
classes in college. After that it’s all been
based on what I've read.

Q— How did you come to be the focal point
of a LIFE article about the Nicaraguan free-
dom fighters?

A — Basically what we decided back in
September — a friend and I — was that we
couldn’t see much hope for additional fund-
ing, to help these people, getting approved
by Congress. So we felt it would be a good
idea to tell the story to the American public.

Jon Lee Anderson (the reporter) pitched the
story idea as a balanced réport because 1
have Central America’s’ largest citrus
nursery. I have been involved in several
major agricultural projects in northern Cos-
ta Rica. So here’s a responsible American
—not acrazy, you can’t call him a redneck,
you can’t call him a right-wing.nut. He’s got
a business with 50 or 60 people working for
him, living in Costa Rica and working for
the development of the country. And he’s
worried enough-about what’s going on in
nearby Nicaragua to give a little symbolic
support to the freedom fighters. . . . But the
article came out and had only about two or
three words in it about citrus. And the
photographer that came down took about 40
or 50 rolls of film just of my citrus opera-
tions, out in the field, in the nurseries.

There’s not a smg]e picture of any of that in
there.

Q — But with the opinions that you hold
why wouldn't it be very easy to.call you ‘‘a
right-wing nut?”’

A — This does not mean that I think the
people didn’t have the right to overthrow
Somoza. T don’t like a right-wing dicta-
torship any more than I like communism.
The only thing about a right-wing dicta-
torship is that it’s a little easier to overthrow
than a left-wing dictatorship, especially
once the Russians start pouring in military
equipment and trainers.

Q — So what is the other side to the LIFE
story, the theme that you would most like
for the reading public to understand?

A — That I'm a businessman down there
heavily involved in agricultural activity, a
responsible person, somebody maybe the
general American public can relate to when
I say that there is a definite need to help
these people who are fighting for liberty
down in Central America— the Nicaraguan
freedom fighters.

The public at home needs to be convmced
— because I perceive that they are not con-
vinced — that communism is a very real
threat, that Costa Rica’s borders have been
violated over a hundred times in the last
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couple of years. There have been armed
incursions and they have kidnapped people
on the streets of San Jose. Then there’s
Daniel Ortega (the leader of Nicaragua’s
Marxist-backed military junta) talking
about his ‘‘revolution without frontiers.”
The communists are a menace and they are
in our own backyard.

You must remember that this is a war
which — if it escalates and direct U.S.
invélvement becomes not only necessary
but-unavoidable — U.S. citizens can drive
to in the family car from the United States.
You could hop in your car and drive to the
war zone. This is the first potential incident
of its kind since the Mexican War in the
1840s. People just don’t seem to believe
that it is a very expansionistic philosophy
that the Sandinista and all communist gov-
emments have. They are not going to be
content with Nicaragua. And this bullshit on
the negotiations [with the U.S.] in which
they promise they are going to give us sugar
and not destabilize the region is invalid.
They have already destabilized the region.

... I don’t know any
CIA people, period. I
“have never had any
contact with them. I
have never been paid
by them. '

Q — Haven't your unabashed opinions and
the public exposure in LIFE put you and
your family in danger of violent reprisals?
A — Of course the thought that there are
people out there who would probably like to
see me dead and silent bothers me. But the
communists [in Costa Rica] threatened me
long before this article ever appeared, so I
didn’t feel like the publicity put me in any
more danger than [ was already in. I mean,
everybody and his brother knows where the
gringo lives. When [ was in Miami several
months- ago working on a citrus project a
pro-Sandinista group drove up to my house
and pointed an AK at one of my daughters,
who was then 13. They asked for me and she
told them I was not there. They called her a
liar and threatened to kill her and the rest of
my family. She just told them to come in
and look around if they didn’t believe her.
So they-then decided that I really must not
be there.

So far, the communists [1n Costa Rlca]
have avoided touching families and we
haven’t hassled any of their families. Up to
now, at least, there is some uneasy, un-
spoken truce that you may be mad at some-
body, but it’s him you’re mad at and not his
family. Of course I do keep armed guards
posted most of the time.

Q — Well, if not personal safety, what is
your biggest worry about Central America?
A — That here we have something in our
own backyard and nobody wants to help.
And yet we’ll send $250 million in aid to the

Afghans, which is not to say that we
shouldn’t be helping them, too. Both peo-
ples in Nicaragua and Afghanistan are hav-
ing their government imposed on them from
above by Marxist dictatorial rule with a very
thin electoral veneer on it.

Q — For those persons who do not agree
with your views, how do you justify your
own involvement?

A — I believe the U.S has great moral
justification for getting involved. To me,
when a people are struggling for their liber-
ty, people who really believe in liberty and
democracy, I have — and our country above
all others should have.— an obligation to
help them because of our own past. If the
shoe was on the other foot again and the
French had acted toward us like so many
people in the U.S. would like to see our
government act toward Nicaraguan freedom
fighters, you and I very likely could be
British subjects now.

Here are these people in the most meager
of circumstances fighting to regain their
homeland from an obviously unjust govern-
ment. Not.to even put a political taint to it
just because it’s Marxist, it is still an unjust,
unpopular, repressive regime and the peo-
ple of that country know in their hearts now
just as they knew before Somoza was over-
thrown and the revolution betrayed to the
communists that they have a right to some-
thing better.

Q — How do you know the Sandinista
regime is ‘‘unpopular’’ and what is your
personal definition of ‘‘unjust?’’

- A — Because of the situation in northern

Costa Rica, I talk to literally hundreds and
hundreds of campesinos that have come out
of Nicaragua, some to join with the freedom
fighters and others to become refugees.
‘They all have similar tales of how they’ve
been screwed around by the Sandinista gov-
emment, how it has come and taken their
rice and their beans, how it has confiscated
their harvest and then given them ration
cards to buy back little bits of their harvest,
often at twice the price at which it was
confiscated. A lot of times, if they grew
beans and had a lot of beans, the govern-
ment would take the entire crop and then
give them ration cards for beans. But then
they’d find that there would be a scarcity or
total lack of beans for cardholders, and the
people were unable to obtain the very crops
they had grown. They’ve really been Jacked
around in the rural areas.

Q — What are some of the latest develop—
ments in the war of southern Nicaraguan frée-
dom fighters against the Sandinista regime?

A — The FDN (Democratic Force of Nica- .
ragua, which is based along Nicaragua’s

northern border), reformed ARDE and Pas-
tora have all asked the Cuban community in

Miami for money to keep up the fight

against the Sandinistas in the absence of
support from the U.S. government. They

feel like the Cuban exiles in Miami will

understand and appreciate their plight from

past personal experience of having the

Continued on page 72
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they apparently would prefer not to be confronted
with reality. And anytime anyone tries to con-
front a lot of Middle America, they're trying to
worm their way around their own refusal to face
that reality.

If you keep on doing that, sooner or later others
will think of you as a worm and step on you. You
become like an ostrich with its head in the sand
who cannot see imminent danger. Because de-
spite what all the soothsayers in the U.S. claim
about the legitimacy of the Sandinista regime,
most people in Nicaragua do not want Marxism as
their form of government. That was evident in the
high absenteeism of their elections. There was a
lot of intimidation in those elections. They were
in no way fair or impartial in the way they were
held.

People are fooled into thinking communism is
a classless society. It’s not. But the sympathizers
are right about one thing. It does make most
people equal. Everyone becomes very poor ex-
cept for a very small, but very powerful,
bureaucratic elite who actually believe in this
Mickey Mouse philosophy and are power freaks
if you get down to the real mental nitty-gritty.

Communism is an unreal philosophy based on
Hegel's ‘“‘Dialectic,”” the synthesis that ‘‘Hey!
This is great. Bam, bam, bam. We’re gonna go
from capitalism to socialism and then we’ll get to
communism and the whole process stops, period.
The state withers away and everyone will live
happily ever after.”” Right. And the cow jumped
over the moon. If you can believe that, you can
believe anything:

Well, if it’s such a great deal, then why do they
have a Berlin Wall, why do they have the so-called
Iron Curtain? Why, every time Fidel Castro lets

® See in the dark cheaply?

Dltch or tail anyone?

lications to Police Times .

becoming a target of any intelligence campaign.

surveillance!!!

Read thru an envelope with a $1.00 chemical?
Obtain UNLISTED TELEPHONE NUMBERS?
o Open virtually any LOCK OR SAFE in seconds?

Beat the lie detector and the PSE?
Run a drlver S Ilcense/vehlcle check?

TELEPHONE!
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the door open, do so many hundreds and
thousands flee their homeland in Cuba? Under
their system of government,“they have to devise
ways to keep people in, while with ours we can’t
guard our borders close enough to keep unauthor-
ized people out. So who’s got the more desirable
form of government? The U.S. may have plenty of
things wrong with its sy'stem Pf government, but
it’s still the best thing going. We can still offer our
citizens the basic rights due a human being.
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The PHANTOM DIVISION CONVENTION is being held in
RESCUE

Fellow Adventurers!

You are cordially invited to the
SECOND ANNUAL

PHANTOM DIVISION
CONVENTION

TO BE HELD

MAY 24, 25 and 26, 1985
"IN MEMPHIS, TENNESSEE

NOTICE TO SUBSCRIBERS:
From time to time, we make our list of
customers’ names and addresses
available to carefully screened com-
panies to send announcements of their
products or services.

If you prefer not to receive such mail-
ings, and want your name on our sub-
scriber list only, please write us, en-
closing your mailing label.

Please address your request to:
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE
Attn: Cherry Chavez '
P.O. Box 693
‘Boulder, CO 80306

N—

A very fimited number of display tables for exhibition will be
parties should contact W. D. Naylor (901) 323-

conjunction with the 6th ANNUAL P.
SERVICE / PHANTOM DIVISION MILITARY STYLE JUMP SCHOOL.
The keynote spaaker will be announced next month. Oncs again;
camo, 0.D., police, or military will be dress.

Pre-ragistration will close May 15, The cost of the convention is
$60.00 and includes: (1) Banquet; (2) Transportation to.all events; (3)
Convention T-Shint; (4) Admission 1o all Events, Exhibitions, ‘Demos,
and Seminars.

Seminars will include: Rhodesia; A narralive account of Pre-
emptive Ani lerwrisl Strikes by Capt. John Early; Update-on Central
America by Robert K. Brown; The Civilian Mililary Assistance
Organization; Survnval Medicine.

* *x CAN YOU? % x

Electronically listen thru any wall?

The First Encyclopedia Of CIA Type Tricks

"HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY

= LEE LAPIN -

Can 10,000 private investigators, police chiefs, intelligence agents (from both 5|des of the fence), embassies
news reporters and the internal security forces of several mid-eastern countries all be wrong?

. The most dangerous book ever published,”-NBC newscaster, “’one hell of a book, for the first time ANYONE
can access the secret data banks and devices of the sophlstlcated powers"-Natlonal News Service, “the private
eye's bible? Association of Private Investigators, plus rave reviews in everything ranging from consumer pub

NOW AVAILABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLIC!! Now you can actually understand/use or protect yourself from
Hard-and fast data from skip tracing to state of the art

At Better Bookstores Everywhere - OR

"ORDER TODAY BY MAIL OR TOLL FREE

VISA MC ORDERS ONLY 800-345-8112 in PA 800662 2444 or mall
$29.95+$4 .00 postage to Auburn-Wolfe €o. Box 623 Holmes:Pa 19043 Dept 50,

Trace anyone, anywhere?

_ Save 30% 500% on the best surveillance gear?
Get birth death and real property records?
Run a 50 state credit check?

Alter common objects into surveillance gear?
Beat private detectives at their own game?
Perfectly scramble any conversation?

Defeat bug and recorder detectors?

5382 A.S.A.P. for info and space reservations.

The PMRS/PHANTOM JUMP SCHOOL cost will be $160.00 and
wlII mclude Ground Training, One Jump, Jump Certificate, PMRS

Wings, Gi ion Banquet, 1o all Jump Activities, and
Special PMRS Seminars.

For convention registration, please contact W. E. Naylor, P.O. Box
22505, Memphis, TN 38116 — (901) 323-5382.

Remember, this is a limited capacity convention, so you need to
contact us early.

SEE YOU THERE!!
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