














































































































The jumps rounded out Phase I training in
Operation Slyfox. It was time for Part II:
deployment in the field. We coordinated
with some senior officers in the Jordanian
military and devised a scenario that would
adequately test the Jordanians’ grasp of
what we’d taught them. It was a ticklish
situation and about as far from hiking in the
North Carolina woods for field ops as you
could get.

We didn’t have to study the geography
books to realize the Jordanians share a bor-
der with Israel. A Jordanian combat unit
operating close to the border might create
some paranoia on the other side and prompt
a pre-emptory strike. Since we would be
accompanying the Jordanians, there was
potential for an American Green Beret to be
wounded or killed in a shoot-out. To further
complicate matters, other 5th Group SF
troopers were working with IDF troops
while we were in Jordan.

We realized that while our instruction
was primarily designed to help the Jorda-
nians fulfill their proposed role in the Rapid
Deployment Force, it would also be of great
value to them if they decided to tangle with

the Israelis on the West Bank. Our training
schedule had the op listed as ‘‘border-
stability operations.’’ It would have been
more appropriately titled instability opera-
tions. But Washington had decided to take
the risk. Who were we to question that wis-
dom?

A relatively quiet region near the north
end of Jordan’s border with the West Bank
was chosen as the exercise area. It had been
some time since any real skirmishes had
occurred there but it was still under Israeli
aerial reconnaissance. The Jordanian troops
were anxious to get to the region and use
their new tactics and training. We would tag
along and give them tactical advice, coor-
dinate secure communications and evaluate
how well the Jordanians performed — un-
less the defecation hit the oscillation. In that
case, no one had any good ideas about what
we would do.

For the mission to the West Bank we
created difficult training objectives to be
accomplished. They were were typical for
Special Forces — establish a guerrilla sup-
port group in the region and train the guerril-
las to an acceptable level of combat readi-
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ness. Decision-making was up to the Jorda-
nian SF team commanders. We would step
in only if what they wanted to do would get
someone killed.

Regular Jordanian Army troops. mas-
querading as guerrillas, were brought into
the area by truck. It was up to the imagina-
tions of our Jordanian counterparts to coor-
dinate just how they were to supply, move
and lead these guerrillas. The only help we
gave was to supply an operations order that
listed several sites in the region where they
had to conduct various staged raids,
ambushes and recons. Other regular Jorda-
nian troops were assigned the role of aggres-
sors and ordered to defend or aggressively
patrol in our operational areas. I couldn’t
help thinking that the whole lash-up made
for a lot of apparently threatening troop
formations in the disputed border area. |
hoped the hotlines were open between Am-
man and Tel Aviv.

The Jordanians diligently mapped out all
the routes and base-camp areas. To assist
them in planning, we let them use several of

Continued on page 100
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