

































































































































































THE STRATEGIC |
SHOUF: CRADLE OF A
CONFLICT

The Shouf Mountains east of Beirut
have always composed a virtual Christ-
ian enclave overlooking Lebanon’s
capital city. The population of 250,000
was sprinkled through hillside villlages
dotted here and there with small Druze
concentrations.. That situation was. not
satisfactory for Druze activist Walid
Jumblatt, who gazed with greedy eyes at
the strategic mountain. area. He began
his_quest for control. of: the Shouf in
Aley, the largest city in the northern
mountains.

It seemed a natural breeding ground
for his insurrection since the population
of Aley is predominantly Druze (until
1983. it was approximately two-thirds
Moslem and one-third Christian). Un-
fortunately for Jumb]att’s purposes, the
Druze of Aley are from the Yazbaki clan

_.which was not loyal tohim. The Yazbaki
are openly pro-American and did not
approve of Jumblatt or the PSP’s politic-
al and military activities. Had the peace-

- ful Yazbaki been able to form their own
militia, the situation in the Shouf Moun-
tains might be different today. They
were not able to muster military resist-
ance and the PSP forcibly took control of
Aley in 1982.

Various villages in the area fought
sporadically but an Israeli Defense Force
presence kept the confrontations from
erupting into anything serious. During
1983, the IDF held control of three
strategic hill masses in the area. They
had moved into the Shouf in the Summer

“of 1982 on the bitter end of Operation
Peace for Galilee which eliminated the
Syrian Army and most of the PLO pre-
sence in southern Lebanon, They also
took control of the coastal hlghway from
Israel through Tyre, Sidon and Damour
to the outskirts of West Beirut near the
airport; the Beirut-Damascus highway
from Beirut to- Sofar, where Syrian
Army Spec:al Forces battalions were en-
trenched; and the high ground north of
Ain Dara which overlooks the B-D high-
way. Bhamdoun, Aley, Baissour and
Kfar Matta were firmly under their con-
trol.

_U.S. Marines landed in East Beirut on
25 August 1982 to assist French Foreign
Legion and Italian Army units deployed
for the evacuation: of PLO guerrillas

trapped in West. Bexrut by, the Israeli -

Army. The Marmes departed on 10
September 1982. but returned just 19
days later folowing the massacre of
Palestinians. and . other refugees at the
Sabra and Chatila camps in West Beirut.
The U.S. govemment exerted pressure
on Israel to reduce its presence in the
Beirut area and the Marinesand the other
members of “the Multi- natlonal

Peacekeeping Force were deployed
throughout East and- West Beirut. The
Lebanese government, with the en-
couragement of the U.S., formally re-
quested the assistance of the Marines to
help facilitate redeployment of the shat-
tered Lebanese ‘Army with  special
emphasis on insuring peace in the
strategic Shouf Mountains: The Marines
began patrolling portions of East and
West: Beirut on 4 November 1982 and
launched a Parris Island-style training
program for Lebanese Army units in €ar-
ly 1983.

To relieve the Marines and continue
the training effort, small detachments of
Green Berets from 2nd Battalion, 10th
Special Forces Group were sent to Leba-
non. Meanwhile, relations between
Israel and the U.S. continued to deterio-
rate and Lebanese President Amin
Gemayel drew closer to the American
government which had sent forces to
help him restore order. Israeli forces
were bitter and resentful about the situa-
tion, feeling they had done all the dirty
work and were being asked to w1thdraw
as foreigners took over.

. Meanwhile the situation:in the Shouf
was also deteriorating. The Lebanese
Forces and the Druze began skirmishing
during early October, spreading terror
through two villages in the Shouf near
Bhamdoun. On 14 October serious
fighting erupted near Kfar Matta, Abey,
and Bahourta, along the road from
Damour:to Baissour. The. IDF moved
into the‘area and imposed.a cease-fire
but five days later they relinquished
positions in Kfar Matta to ‘a' token
Lebanese Army force of 50 soldiers with
three tanks.

Progressive Socialist Party (PSP) un- -

its and Druze militiamen battled Christ-
ian Phalange forces along the Kfar Mat-
ta-Abey road and in Kaifoun near Souq
el Gharb soon after.the IDF withdrawal.

On 31 October the Druze ambushed a -

Lebanese Army patrol near Aley and
began shelling Sougq el Gharb. The story

of the Lebanese Army stand in this area
" was widely touted in the American press -

as evidence that the Lebanese govern-
ment was on the comeback trail.” Walid
Jumblatt had suffered a set-back and
needed backing for his Progressive

- Socialist Party, the political arm of the -

organized Druze resistance to the
Gemayel government. He had been
slighted before and was not about to let it

happen again.

When Syrian and Palestinian’ units
withdrew from West:Beirut in late 1982,

they left most of ‘their heavy weapons ~

and artillery pieces for use by :various

 'sympathetic_ groups-including the

Mo‘urabitpun, -Amal, the Arab Libera-
tion Front and the Arab Socialist Union.
The PSP was ignored and Jumblatt was

" not happy about bemg a weak sister.’

Although PSP ‘militiamen manned
positions with Mourabitoun and. ALF
guerrillas along Beirut’s.*‘Green Line,”’
they were — based on my personal
observations — regularly insulted and
threatened by their Arab comrades.
Neither the Syrian army, the PLO or the
left-wing Arab militias had much respect
for the PSP militia. In reaction to such
treatment, Druze warlord and PSP lead-
er Jumblatt began.a series of regular
visits to Syria (despite the fact that his
father had been assassinated by Syrian
Secret Police) and embraced Syrian poli-
cies regarding Lebanon. The floodgates
opened and the Syrian Army began sup-
plying arms and ammunition to the PSP
militia and Druze homeguard units. As
the. Druze/PSP. militias escalated mili-
tary actions, the Syrians increased the
flow of arms and supplies.

Walid Jumblatt realized that it was in
his ‘best interest to -exert pressure and
attempt to undermine the government of
Lebanon. He was hungry for power as a
polmcal broker in the Middle East. His
primary  competition was Nabib Berri,
leader of Amal, the Lebanese Shi’ite
paramilitary organlzatlon based in West
Beirut.

While both men vied for Syrian
favors, Jumblatt ‘and Berri quickly
formed an alliance against . their ene-
mies. PSP and Amal guerrillas eventual-
ly fought together in West Beirut against
Sunni Moslem formations such as the
Mourabitoun who were disenfranchised
by the Syrians.

Very soon after this alllance was
forged, Jumblatt found himself a 51gn1ﬁ-
cant power both in -the Shouf and in
Moslem “West Beirut. President

. Gemayel realized he was facing formid-

able opposition and attempted to reach
an accord with Jumblatt: His successful
power-play explains why the external
perimeter of the U.S. Embassy annex in
West Beirut was guarded by 16 Amal
and PSP militiamen — each paid $2,000
a month by the U.S. State Department
— prior to the second bombing of such a -
facility in September 1984.
Jumblatt’s successes. brought rejoic-
ing in Damascus. Syria needed a supply
line from Lebanon’s Bekaa Valley,
through ‘the Shouf, to-West Beirut so
Amal could prevent.the Lebanese Army
from- taking control of the city. The
Druze were the key. Syria had to act fast
because the Lebanese -government was
rapidly increasing. the size of its army
and purchasing ‘large" amounts ‘of sup-
plies and weapons from the United
States’ ‘At Syria’s order; the Druze went

" ‘on the offensive, launching attacks

throughout the Shoufand -at Mtoulle.

‘The IDF essentially maintained their

own counsel and kept pressure on the
Gemayel government,: hinting in July
that it intended to withdrawall its units
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