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l}) DE-BRIEF 
by Dale A. Dye, Executive Editor 

A FTER 20 years of traipsing 
around the world apd following 

fire fights from Asia to the Middle 
East, you'd think it would be foolish 
for a former-Marine to be floored by 
culture shock. 

Like so many others I've made over 
the length of my life, that's a bad 
assumption. Since I packed away my 
pisscutter and traded the eagle, 
globe and anchor for SOF's beret and 
crossed daggers, I've been constant­
ly in the throes of culture shock. 
Only three guys I know ever had 
cases as bad. The ot her two died. 

Eventually I'll get hold of the 
stacking swivel and recover. In the 
meantime I'll have to deal as best I 
can with such problems as deciding 
what clothes to wear each morning 
and the devastating itch 
that appears when you 
don' t get your hair cut 
every six days. With the 
help of the dedicated, 
enthusiastic and p ro­
fessional staff here at 
SOF, I'll likely survive 
the shock of transition 
from Marine to Execu­
tive Editor. 

Handling the chal­
lenge of making SOF 
more readable, incisive 
and effective for our 
readers - both current and former 
military types as well as civilians 
who want a first-hand, bush-level 
look at what's going on in the world's 
hot spots - may be another matter. 
To pull that off, I'll need to call in 
supporting arms. That amounts to an 
appeal for reader support of SOF in a 
lot of ways. 

Those of you who enjoy our cover­
age of world political and military 
events can help by continuing to let 
us know what you like (and don't 
like) about t he way our magazine 
functions. Those of you who have 
writing ability and a background in 
the sort of things we feature between 
our editorial pages can get on the 
typewriter and tell your story. I know 
from experience that there a r e 
thousands of American veterans and 
adventurers around today with excit-

ing, insightful stories to tell about 
their lives and times. 

Usually, it costs me the price of a 
cold beer in a military club or veter­
ans' organization bar to hear these 
stories, but many of them would 
make interesting reading in the 
pages of SOF. The return on an in­
vestment of the time and effort it 
takes to tell these stories might buy 
several beers . .. and maybe put the 
occasional steak on your table. 

Meanwhile, we'll continue to fire 
and maneuver, using both our in­
house editorial staff and our corres­
pondents around the world. In future 
editions of SOF, we'll be zeroing in 
on a number of stories that have 
generated high reader interest in the 
past. Within our pages over the next 

few months you'll be 
getting first-hand re­
ports on the continuing, 
internecine fighting in 
the Middle East, the 
plights of beleaguered 
freedom fighters such 
as the Karen tribesmen 
in Burma, the Miskito 
Indians in Nicaragua 
and the mujahideen in 
Afghanistan. 

Of course, you can get 
a daily summary o f 
many such struggles in 

daily newspapers, but the coverage 
in SOF will take you into the jungles 
where most reporters either can't -
or won't - go. we will attempt to 
give you a view of these situations 
from " over the rifle sights" with spe­
cial emphasis on weapons, tactics 
and action. If getting such stories 
involves active participation on the 
part of SOF correspondents, don't 
expect any apologies or quibbles. 

The vast majority of readers who 
spend increasingly hard-earned 
bucks t o see what we've got to say 
have not been afraid to go in harm's 
way once or twice in their lives. We 
shouldn't be afraid to lay it on the 
line for the kind of stories they want 
and demand. It's that sort of front­
line, grunt-level coverage that 
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U S ARMY 
COUNTER TERRORISM 

M ANUAL 

IH(·l..l..TM"'T£·SVSTEM 
FOR·CLOSE ·C0'-1BAT 

EMPTY ~ 
HAN D, M. 
LOADED GUN 

;JI! 
DAN WESTERUN 

U.S. ARMY COUNTERTERRORISM 
MANUAL 

Now, restricted info on the counter­
terrorism strategy o f the U.S. Army 
Military Police School is available 
for the first time! This seven-step 
ops plan details intelligence gather­
ing: threat analysis; physical and 
personal security: crises manage­
ment: authority issues. Also assault 
tactics and hostage situations. B!h x 
11. softcover. 130 pp. $14.95 

EMPTY HAND, LOADED GUN 
The Ultimate System for 

Close Combiil 
by Dan Wesrer/in 

No longer mutually exclusive se\f­
defense systems, karate and hand­
gunnmg are now combined into an 
all-new system of close combat. 
Draw methods,· cover. lighting and 
crisis contro!7 and distancing, block­
ing and punc hing techniques are 
included to provide maximum effec­
tive protection. 5% x 8%, soflcover, 
photos. 120 pp. $8.00 

THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Here is a conversion system you can bet your life on! Now 
you can transform your Ruger 1022 into a selective-fire, 
close-combat gun you can trust. With simple hand tools, 
you can build the parts that will convert your trusty Ruger 
1022 into a selec tive-fire weapon that can fire over 1,000 
rounds per minute on full auto- all without modifying the 
receiver or trigger housing in any way. Just drop in the 
conversion parts, and you're ready for whatever- or 
whomever-comes. Over 60 explicit photos, machinist's 
drawings and full -scale templates accompany the de­
tailed instructions for making this conversion foolproof. 
9 x 12. softcover. illus .. 96 pp. $12.00 

SECRETS Of THE NINJA 
by Ashida Kim 

This is the real thing--one of the few 
complete, hardcover studies of this 
terrifying and deadly martial art.Text 
and photos illustrate Ninja princi­
ples of invisibility. covert entry. 
escape and evasion, assassina!!cn, 
sentry removal , meditation, mind 
clouding and much more. 51h x 81h, 
hardcover. 200 photos. 168 pp. 

$16.95 

BOUNTY HUNTER 
by Bob Burton 

Adventure is his occupation; a hefty commission is his reward. He is a professional bounty 
hunter, and he stalks the most elusive of all prey-a wanted man. For the love of money he 
tracks the bail fugitive through bars and bus stations, arrests him in the name of justice and 
surrenders him to the police. Here is the busi'ness of bounty hun_ting told by a pro. Learn how to 
become an agent of a bail bondsman, how to get your first job, how to track a fugitive, how to 
arrest him peaceably, and how and where to turn him in to the police. Included is a state-by­
state listing of laws pertaining to bounty hunting. "This can be a very lucrative job for the 
intelligent, mature, daring man," says author Bob Burton. "All it takes is the desire for an 
extraordinary job and the know-how." 5 V2 x 8V2, softcover, photos, 136 pp. $10.00 

THE RUGER PISTOL EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
For the l1rst time. conversion plans for a super-compact, 
selective- fire machine pistol! Turn your Ruger Mark I or II 
into a fistful o f power- without modifying the receiver or 
bolt group and using hand-built parts. This ingenious con­
version fires from the original closed boll system- making 
f1ring extremely accurate-and uses original trigger parts. 
The detachable auto tripper device can readily be removed 
for sem1auto shooting only. Machinisrs drawings, full­
scale templates and photos accompany directions. 9 x 12. 
softcover. illus .. 96 pp. $12.00 
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SHDRIKEN 
THROWING 
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DEAD CLIENTS DON'T PAY 
The Bodyguard's Manual 

by Leroy Thompson 
Now, learn the business of body­
guarding like it really isl Topics in­
clude checking for auto tampering, 
home and ottice security, weapons' 
selection, assessing the threats and 
more. Illustrations dP.tail car and 
grounds security. Here are the 
glamour, the guns, the facts of the 
trade. 51h x 81h, softcover, 120 pp. 

$10.00 

MAD AS HELL 
A Master Tome of Re ve ngemanship 
Tired of feeling like the underdog? 
Let Mad As Hell pul you on lop of 
your enemies as you become a mas­
ter of revengemanship. Learn how to 
get even with a two-timing lover, an 
overbearing boss. bothersome mail­
order companies, and others. Here 
are over 120 peevish pranks to re­
duce your mark to a whimpering 
mass of paranoia. For entertainmenl 
only! S'h x B'h, hardcover, 168 pp. 

$12.95 

NINJA SHURIKEN THROWING 
The Weapon of Stealth 

by Sic/ C.1mpbell 

Silent. deadly. treacherous. easily 
hidden. Each of these words de­
scribes the invincible Ninja- and 
his lethal weapon. the shuriken 
("'Throwing Star""). Shuriken styles 
and composi tion, gripping and 
throwing methods. trajectOrY, target 
areas. penetration characteristics. 
fighting tactics, and more are in­
cluded. 51h x 81h. soflcover. illus., 
pholos, 152 pp. 512.00 

GET 
EVEN: 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete Bool< of Dirty Tricks 
A hilarious overview of the methods 
people use to get even with big busi­
ness, government, and enemies. 
More sophisticated and involved 
tricks are inc luded, such as ones 
devised by CIA and Mafia members 
and political dirty tricksters. Over 80 
sections present dirty tricks ranging 
from the simple to the elaborate. SY.z 
x BY.. hardcover. 192 pp. $ 11.95 

AN INFANTRYMAN'S GUIDE TO URBAN COMBAT 
Jungles of glass and steel, cities are the most dangerous of 
all terrains to fight a war-and the most likely. Here, in FM 
90-10-1, is the info that prepares police and military units to 
meet-and beat- the threat of urban combat. This book is 
loaded with self-explaining illustrations showing the best 
tactical moves, accompanied by clear, concise direc tions. 
Topics inc lude offensive operations, combat support, how 
to attack and c lear buildings, demolitions. urban combat 
skills and much more. 81h x l 1, softcover, illus .. 260 pp. 
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Thinkm' g r i > 

.: About l I Silrv1val ' 
I llrucf' Cla}1on. l'h. fl 

l -~·111 -001 1 
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$14.95 

THINKING ABOUT SURVIVAL 
by Bruce Clayron, Ph.D. 

Some of survivalism's most cher­
ished beliefs are challenged here by 
well-known survivalist author Bruce 
Clayton. Retreat defense, camou­
flage, terminal ballistics,EMP effects 
of a nuclear weapon, history and 
evolution of the survivalist move­
ment. and firearms selection and 
trainmg are just some of the topics. 
S'h x B'h, softcover, illus., 144 pp. 

$10.00 

ClilNA'S NINJA CONNECTION 
by Li Hsing 

Al last. the forerunners of the Japa­
nese Ninja and Korean Hwa Rang 
warriors have come out of the shad­
ows. The clan of the Lin Kuei (Forest 
Demons) has endured since its birth 
in the forests of long-ago Chma. 
Masters of Survival, the Kuei rncor­
porate animal behavior in their 
deadly. no-nonsense fighting tech­
niques known only to them- until 
now. 51h x B'h, hardcover. photos. 
160 pp. $16.95 
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TOO MUCH 
TOO FAST ... 

Sirs: 
Time sometimes answers 

all puzzles, if one can wait 
long enough. For example, 
it is said by James Fallows 
and other armchair armor­
ers that Army Ordnance 
screwed up the Perfect 
Ml6, paragon of all com­
bat rifles. Others claimed 
that filthy ball powder gum­
med it up. Why did ball 
powder mess up the M16? 

Calcium carbonate used 
to neutralize the stuff did 
no harm in other arms, and 
since it laid down an abla­
tive coating in the bore, 
even made them last lon­
ger. The same coating in 
the M16's teeny-weeny gas 
tube crudded the delicate 
thing up and made it 
cough and splutter badly . . 
Perhaps in the AR-10, it 
would not have hurt, but 
the smaller tube of the 
M16 was more critical. 

A recent American Rifle­
man test of a scope mount­
ing system for people who 
would like a low scope in­
dicated that the system 
worked well and did a lot 
toward straining all the 
possible accuracy out of 
the rifle, but it noted an in­
herent tendency to string 
groups vertically if sling 
tension or holding were not 
consistent. This is due to 
the short bearing of the 
barrel in the receiver. It has 
been known a long time 
that guns with a long barrel 
shank solidly fastened to 
the receiver for quite a 
piece shot well. The M16 
barrel isn' t attached by 
much shoulder at all, being 
inserted into a holding 
gadget instead of a screwed 
receiver. It tends to bend 
for that reason. 

If only Stoner had stuck 
to a few new notions; by 
using too many firsts he 
gave us a cranky rifle. Un­
fortunately, we didn' t have 
a year of peace to test it as 
we did the Ml. We were in 
something up to our butts, 
and defective rifles added 
to the amusement. 

John Conlon 
Newark, Ohio . 
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UH-1 helicopters off-loaded at llopango Airbase 
are U.S. government contribution to medical 
effort in El Salvador. Photo: Ralph Edens 

SUPERIOR 
FIREPOWER ... 

Sirs: 
I very much enjoyed your [Pete Kokalis' ] com­

ments o.n your Para FAL in "Atlacatl Assault." Your 
comments on "armchair experts" were appreciated. 
Several of same have related .223 "failures," and 
when a .223 fails to stop someone it is, indeed, 
dtamatic and hairy. On the other hand, when a .30-
caliber "fails," it's more likely to be blamed on 
something else. 

If a soldier runs out of ammunition because he 
couldn't carry enough .308 rounds or is hit while 
running for cover because he couldn' t move fast 
enough because of his load, it is a .30-caliber fai­
lure. If a point man, exhausted from trying to man­
euver a long, heavy rifle through heavy jungle, loses 
his concentration and steps on a booby trap a less­
exhausted man would have spotted, it is a .30-
caliber failure. 

Why am I telling you this? You obviously know it 
already. The whole world is going to lighter, higher 
firepower, small-caliber weapons of proven lethality 
despite the armchair experts. Maybe they listened to 
soldiers who had to carry the damn things instead. 

Curt Rich 
Houston, Texas 

Both writers make good cases for the small-bore 
side of the "perfect infantry weapon " controversy. 
SOF veterans have always felt there was room on 
the modem infantry battlefield for both big-bore and 
small-bore weapons. The key is to have the right 
weapon in hand when a specific situation arises. That 

shouldn 't be too big a problem for a 
military establishment that can han­
dle the ordnance and logistics com­
plexities of fielding the Ml 6/M60 
combination. 

But the beat goes on . . . see the 
Jetter below for another view of the 
situation. - The Eds. 

ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT ... 

Sirs: 
I have enjoyed your concise re­

porting on the hot spots of the world 
since 1977, when I first discovered 
SOF as a member of the 82d Air­
borne Division Pathfinder Platoon. 
Your how-to articles and test and 
evaluation of equipment are far su­
perior to any of the magazines that 
have tried to copy your format. This 
is why I have just renewed my sub­
scription to your magazine. 

I would also like to express my re­
gards to Mr. Kokalis, whose article 
("Atlacatl Assault," SOF, June '84) I 
read with great interest. First, let me 
say that this is not an attack on Mr. 
Kokalis' credentials. His reputation 
as a weapons expert is undisputed. 
However, his attempt to justify the 
existence of a 7.62mm NATO 
assault rifle on the modern "jungle 
battlefield" was valiant, but unneces­
sary. Most people who have been 
on jungle operations know that such 
terrain and vegetation demand the 
use of small-caliber, light rifles such 
as the M16 or the versqtile AK-47 
family of rifles. After all , if you can't 
see past 20 yards because of the 
jungle, why carry a rifle designed to 
shoot 1,000 meters? The large­
caliber rifle does have its place on 
the modern battlefield, but it must 
be used in the right terrain (such as 
sparsely forested mountains or de­
serts) . 

This is a fact being proven today 
by the successful use of the British 
.303 in Afghanistan and by the fact 
that the Israelis have designed the 
Gali! assault rifle, not only in 5 .56 
but in 7.62 NATO. If anyone knows 
the modern "desert battlefield," it is 
the Israelis. 1 don't think they would 
have wasted their time or money on 
a round that was not effective in the 
desert if the average trooper could 
not carry its weight. At any rate, the 
article was deeply appreciated. 

Keep up the good work and thank 
you once again for a unique maga-
zine. 

Michael D. Ledbetter 
Phoenix, Arizona 

Continued on page 98 
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The lollow1ng 1ungle hats are our finest quality commercially made Choose: Camool~ge rubber armoured or Black rubber armoured. 
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E 
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Cit (Not sure ol head size? Tell us how many inches around your head where 
I you wear your hat We'll send the right one.) S13.75/ .. ch 

z 
0 
::E 
.... .... 
3 
I 

Bush Hat 
These American made hals lealure lhe 1aunty. 
daring style lhe AusStes made famous Gull 
bnm that can be worn !lat or with one 
side snapped up All cotton 
Please Select: 
I Tiger Stripe Camoullage 

Woodland Camoullage 
Olive Drab (OD) Green 

Sizes: S, M. L, XL Sl0 .50 /each . 

c 
O Joogino Shorts - Ours are S!yhsh shorts made In lhe USA m 
that leafu re a Tnm lit and lashionable good looks Perteet whether worn ~ 
lor a hard -.vnrknut or trend semng lash1on ;, 

Sizes are from S to XL. Tell us your waist siz.e o 
when ordering . ::E 

. . _ S6.50ieach . 0 
Woodland Camouflage Pattern C') 

J Desert Camoullage Pattern .· iii 
Olive Drab (OD) Green _. . I 
Khaki [Tan) '· ----- · o 

.. 0 

~
e-" Sunglasses 

~ 25% Off-These are the 
Real McCoys by ,Bausch & Lomb 
so Genuine USAF and NASA Ptlot 
asses See M1htary GOOds Catalog 

tor details 

Pants featu re: 6 pockets 
(thigh pockets are bel­

lowed) ; drawstring 
culls: ad1ustable waist 
tab Jackets feature: 4 
pockets, bellows style. 

o; 

~ en 
I z 

0 
::E 
.... ..... 

Teti us your chest, 
height, and waist M 

measurements C') 
when ordering. OI 

Choose from: 0 
D Woodland Pattern .;, 

&:!':e1£1~~~ Camoufl age - 50% cotton1 .., 

3 
I 

50% nylon. Army's :atesl an 
issue: the pants have a 0 reinforced seat and knees: 0 the 1acket has reinforced elbows. Brand New. CD, 

Specify: Jacket or Pants ... SJ0.00/each; 

C') 
C') 
OI 
0 
.;, 

O Poncho Liner-Camouflage-<rl?l¢um1:>nu ~ 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S57 .50/set . ..­
ri Oay Oesert Pattern Camouflage - 50% Ill 
cotton/SO% nylon latest 1Ssue to Airborne Ill 
Troops ol the Rapid Deployment Force Brand ac 
New. Reinforced as Woodland Pattern above. 11. 

.., 
in D Drill Instructor/Smokey the Bear Hat • 
0 formally called the Campaign Hat. this IS a really 
0 line quality pressed !ell headpiece . 
Gp A hat wrth character No one who wears 1 t 
..- escapes a personality change. 

The poncho liner 1s an extremely hghtwe1ght qutlt ol polyester 
liberf1ll It is a walerprool blanket . camouflage on both sides . 
that traps and maintains the body's heat Provides warmth 
and prolec11on under the harshest. most frig id cond1t1ons 
Brand ttew SJJ.75/each . 

Specify: Jacket or Pants .. S34.DO/each ; _, 
.. .. . .. .. .. _ .. S65.00/set. _, 
ri Olive Drab (00) Green - 100% cotton, 0 

ripstop: as used in early Vietnam Current GI manufacture Brand .­
New Specify: Jacket or Panis . _ .... SJ0.00/each; S57.5Di set. 

Ill An uncontrollable urge 10 shoul 
Ill Ol'ders or heap abuses. pursue flamers or 

.l Tiger Stripe Pattern Camouflage - Commercial Manufacture - llC 
these are made by a US Government contractor to military specs. Ill 
The tiger stripe pattern is true . They are reinlorced as the Wood· a 
land Pattern Camouflage . above . Regular lengths only (no longs) . llC 

" R I t' GI D T .. Specify Jacket or Pants . . S34.00i each; S65 .00tset. 0 
L J egu a IOn Og ags- ./ •. 0 Solid Black - a lavorite of SWAT teams, lhese fatigues were a: write traff ic tickets Let your true or wistful self 

II. be heard. Siles. 6 718 to 7 518 . 
_, LJ 6enuine Leather Chin Strip 
..I C Acom Hat Con! (as shown) _ 

_ .. - SZ.DO/e1ch 

S6.0D/each 
0 (Specify color- silver. gold metallic. black/gold. metallic. yellow. 
... red or light blue) . 

llC 
Ill SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 

set al 2 stainless s1ee1 tag; and 2 stainless ...... ~ manu fac tured in lhe US by a government contractor to military 
chains (4 " and 24 " ) . . . SJ.OD/each: .. *-'"' : specs 50% cotton150% nylon. these are reinforced as the GI Wood-
want us 10 pnnt them? WE 'LL PRINT ANY " •••• • land Pattern above _ Regular lengths only (no longs) . 
THING up to 6 Imes and 15 spaces per hne Specify Jacket or Pants . __ ... S34.00ieach ; S65.00iset. 

Printing only Sl .00 per tag (S2.00 per set) 

PLEASE. NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 

O Oog Tag Silencers - black . non-glare rubber bumpers lor 
lags Sl.00/ pair 

0 Distress Marker <!l*"''m ltu 
Rescue Strobe Light-

i D Waterproof Match Box- <!l*u!W:JCHI 
O This non-rellect1ve. olive drab (OD ) green matchbox was first l"'llllf!lllllJl .. 111111!1 

made lor the m1111ary 1n WWII Constructed 1n high impact plas-

Th1s is a high mtes1 1y slrobe beacon which 
pene1rates ram and tog and 1s v1s1ble tor 
d1s1ances up to t 5 miles Slandard p1lo1 
survival gear. 1h1s 11ghl is aboul the 517.e of 
a pack of c1gare11es (1 " x 2" x 4''2" ) yel 
ti puts out a dazzling while tlash (250.000 
lumens) 50 times per minute tor up 10 9 
hours The unit 1s walerproof and 
shockproof S39.50/ each. 

tic. 1! seems indestructib le The rubber gasket IS in mint con- 1~a~=~m~1111 
d1t1on and ti comes complete with slriking flint on the bottom 

S1 . 75/each : 3 for S4 .00 . 

O Waterproof and Hurricane Matches - these matches 
WJll ht nicely into lhe GI matchbox and are a must for any suiv1val kit 
The waterproof matches will light even when wel and the hurricane 
matches wtll no! onty hght even when wel but m add111on cannot be 
blown ouf There are 4 7 waterproof and 20 hurricane matches per box 
Choose: Waterproof or Hurricane matches 75c/ box: 2 boxes tor S1 .25. 

D Angle Head Flashlite-

Th1s is the heavy duty <H?f¢•ill¢l?IHI 
ohve drab plastic flashlight issued 10 all m11ttary units 
The flashhght ts waterproof , non-glare and leatures 4 
d1flerenl lenses which can be easily installed or 
removed. It can chp onto lhe belt or suspender lor 
hands free operation: operates on 2 slandard 0 cell 
baneries and comes complete with a spare bulb 
Brand new. sold 1n the GI box 

SS .SO/each : 2 for S12 .25 . 

Replacement Batteries tor Strobe Light 
SS.DO/ each: 3 lor S12.00 

IMMEDIATE SHIPMENT 
SHIPPING CO STS 

Please include appropriate sh1pp1ng costs from chart below with 
each order Amounts shown include costs ol postage . packaging . 
insurance and handl ing 

Orders up to SlO 00 $3 .00 
Orders from $10 01to20 00 3 75 
Orders from $20.01 to 35 00 4 50 
Orders from $35.01 to 50 00 5 25 
Orders from $50 01 to 70 00 6.25 
Orders from $70.01to90 00 7 25 
Orders over $90 00 8.00 
Canadian Orders - Send Double Amount Indicated. 

-,.._..._..._~ ORDER TOLL FREE 1 ·800-545·0933 - CALL MON -SAT; 9:30-5:30 (Mounta in Time) ... 9--4H.-...-• 
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2238 $14.95 7401 $10.00 5967 Spec. ed. 8961 $15.95 8672 $14.95 9795$12.95 5892 $16.95 1115 $12.95 8953 $13.95 2246 Spec. ed. 9910$16.95 0182 $15.95 
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1453$12.95 

2147 S8.95 3665 $18.95 0687 $16.95 

OCTOBER 84 

HOW THE CLUB WORKS: 
You 'II receive your 4 books for 98¢ (plus shipping and 
handling) and your free WWII maps after your application for 
membership is accepted. We reserve the right to reject any 
application. However, once accepted as a member, if you 
are not satisfied , return the 4 books within 10 days at Club 
expense. Your membership will be cancelled and you 'll owe 
nothing . The free maps are yours to keep in any case. About 
every 4 weeks (14 times a year), you 'll receive, free, the 
Club's magazine describing the coming Selection(s) and 
Alternates . In addition , up to 4 times a year you may receive 
offers of special selections, always at discounts off pub­
lishers ' prices. If you want the featured Selection(s), do 
nothing; it will be ·shipped to you automatically. If you want 
an Alternate, or no book at all , indicate your preference on 
the order form and return it by the date specified . The date 
allows you 10 days to decide. If you receive an unwanted 
selection because you had less than 10 days, return it at 
Club expense and owe nothing . Once you 've purchased just 
4 books during your first 2 years of membership, you may 
continue to enjoy Club benefits or resign at any time_ There 
is a shipping and handling charge on all books shipped. 
The Military Book Club offers its own complete hardbound 
editions , sometimes altered in size to fit special presses, 
saving you even more. © Explicit sex, violence and/or language . 

123 

Club editions save you up to 300/o off 
the publishers ' list prices quoted. 

TWO FULL-COLOR 
24112IIx19" WWII MAPS 
FREE With Membership 

,---- - ---- -----, 
Military Book Club® 

~~~~:lll!lillll:.~iii:~· II Dept. RR-189. Garden City. NY 11530 
::.. Please accept my application for membership in the Military 

I Book Club and send me the 4 books whose numbers I have 
-.--:-::-=::-:-::::-r--- ---,n--:==.,.,-,, I printed in the boxes below. Bill me only 98¢ plus shipping 

and handling for the 4 books. I understand that I need buy 

2485 S12 .95 0018 S19.95 

I only 4 more books at regu lar low Club prices during the first 
2 years of my membership to complete my commitment . My 

I membership wi ll be subject to the terms and conditions 
presented in this ad . Also send me 2 full-color WWII maps. 

I No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 
I 4 selections, I may return the books within 10 days at Club 

expense. My membership will be cancelled and I will owe 
__ ...,__-===_J.J I nothing. The WWII maps are mine to keep in any case. 

9647 $14.95 8144 Spec. ed. I 
======-i.....,....~---......-:::"'===-_..,..,,..,...........,...._I Mr. 

--~· 1 

0190 $14 .95 1073$15.75 3681 $14 .95 1859 $17.95 

Ms. 
Mrs·-----------,=-------,-,,---------

(Please print) 
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SINCE 1980 when the first pro­
totype Bren Ten pistol was shown to 
SOF, interest in this new pistol design 
has remained high. The approach to 
manufacturing a lOmm caliber service 
pistol seems quite unique. Serious 
combat-pistol enthusiasts have waited 
for word about production and deliv­
ery of the Bren Ten pistol. The more 
you look at the Bren Ten pistol and its 
lOmm cartridge, the better it looks as 
an ideal sidearm. As of press-time Bren 
Ten pistols have not yet been made 
available to the public. 

In the course of putting a completely 
new handgun into manufacture, many 
difficult problems must be overcome. 
Tom Domaus and Mike Dixon, the 
men behind the Bren Ten project, 
have been working very hard to get it 
into production. While the process of 
manufacture has been challenging, 
these men have established a goal to 
produce a combat pistol that is well 
made, rugged and reliable. 

Some design features have been 
added to the basic Bren Ten since its 
inception. The addition of a cross-bolt 
firing-pin block reflects an effort at a 
practical sidearm, but one that also 
meets current liability and safety re­
quirements. A number of variations of 
the Bren Ten have been developed to 
include a small Pocket Model Bren 
Ten, a matte finished Military & Police 
Model, and the recently introduced 
Special Forces Model. 

At the 1984 SHOT Show, Domaus 
& Dixon Enterprises, Inc. displayed the 
new Bren Ten Special Forces lOmm 
pistol. It's nearly identical to the stan­
dard model except that it has a 4-inch 
slide and barrel rather than the regular 
5-inch slide and barrel. This new varia­
tion features an ideal blend of ease of 
carrying and fast access from the hols­
ter. 

At a special SHOT Show presenta­
tion ceremony, Jeff Cooper was pre­
sented one of the Initial Issue Com­
memorative Bren Ten pistols on behalf 
of his efforts in concepts of design and 
technical assistance in the Bren Ten 
project. Col. Cooper's expertise is re­
flected in much of the Bren Ten's util­
ity. 

FFV/Norma of Sweden, the first 
manufacturer of commercial lOmm 
ammunition, has an excellent reputa­
tion. To get these lOmm auto-pistol 
cartridges, contact the U.S. importer, 
Outdoor Sports Headquarters, Dept. 
SOF, 967 Watertower Lane, Dayton, 
OH 45449. RCBS will be making the 
reloading dies, and Hensley & Gibbs 
has lOmm auto-pistol bullet molds. 

Production of th~ Bren Ten pistol 
should provide fans of serious 
sidearms one of the most desirable 
combat handguns ever made. Extra 
effort has been engineered into the 
Bren Ten to provide a smooth 10-
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COMBAT 
WEAPON CRAFT 
by Ken Hackathorn 

Bren 10 Rates a 10 

The Special Forces Bren Ten is one 
more proposed model of Domaus & 
Dixon's lOmm auto pistol. 

pound double-action trigger pull. The 
single-action pull should be a crisp 4 
pounds. Production pistols do sport 
Hogue pebble-grain-nylon combat-

stock panels. With the selective single­
action carry mode (Condition One) , 
anyone preferring to carry their pistol 
cocked and locked will find the Bren 
Ten perfect. 

Every feature of the Bren Ten pistol 
reflects the efforts of those who under­
stand what a combat pistol should be. 
Far too many current-manufacture 
weapons are the result of design by 
those who have very little knowledge 
of how or what the pistol is to be used 
for. 

The big question is when the Bren 
Ten will be available. The answer is 
very likely to be late 1984. It has been 
four years in the making. I am on the 
list for one of the first production-run 
pistols; a complete test and evaluation 
will follow in SOF. If Tom Dornaus and 
Mike Dixon can produce a quality­
made and functional Bren Ten with the 
features as advertised, then a bit more 
patience will be well worthwhile. 

For more details on the Bren Ten 
pistols, contact Dornaus & Dixon En­
terprises , Inc. , Dept. SOF, 15896 
Manufacture Lan e, Huntingto n 
Beach, CA 92649. ~ 
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Tempered steel, 24-karat gold and polished leather 
proudly immortalize the battle honors of ou~ U.S. 

Marines, through World War II, Korea and Vietnam. 

Semper Fidelis. Always Faithful. That is the 
motto - and the way of life- of all U.S. 
Marines. Marines are alway~ faithful to Corps 

and Country - alway~ willing to face death for their 
fellow Marines and the American cause. 

And when the sihlation is desperate, the ammo 
is spent and the fighting is eyeball-to-eyeball, that's 
when the Marines' fighting skills really pay off. Since 
1943, Marines have fought America's enemies in close 
quarters with the rugged, keen-edged combat knife 
they call their ''Ka -Bar." 

Now, The American Historical Foundation is 
proud to honor our U.S. Marines who, with devotion 
to Country and Corps, have carried this knife into 
combat in defense of America's freedom. 

Each is a genuine Ka-Bar-what old-Corps 
Marines call a "real" Ka-Bar. Each is specially made 
by Ka-Bar Knives-who helped the Marine Corps de­
sign the knife in late 1942 and who made the originals. 

A Lasting, Personal Symbol 
Each is a lasting, personal symbol of your pa­

triotic pride - and possibly your service -in the 
United States Marine Corps. You will be proud to 
display it and to pass it along to future generations 
of your family. 

A beautiful Commemorative Ka-Bar has been 
created to honor each of the six Marine Divisions. 
The tribute announced here honors the First Marine 
Division. 

This is a battleworthy Marine Corps fighting 
knife, with all the heft and strength of the ones first 
issued to our Leathernecks on Guadalcanal. But you 
will particularly enjoy owning and displaying this 
Ka-Bar because of its special features, created for 
this commemorative edition: 
• The Division's battle honors, the Division's motto, 

the laurel wreath of victory and the Marine Corps 
. symbol are emblazoned on the blade in 24-karat gold. 
e The blade is mirror polished and gun blued to a 

high-g\oss black finish. The blade shoulder is deeply 
struck "USMC'' on one side and "Ka-Bar, Olean, 
N. y:• on the other-proof that each is a real Ka-Bar. 

• The heavy butt is turned from thick, solid brass to 
a special ribbed pattern -unique to the Collection. 

• The guard is also extra thick- and formed stiaight, 
rather than the usual curved pattern (straight-guard 
Ka-Bars are rarer and more desirable to collectors). 

• Both the butt and guard are mirror polished and 
richly plated with 24-karat gold. 

• The rugged grip is compressed leather, custom 
finished, polished and waxed to a high gloss. 

• In the center of the grip is inset the Division's in­
signia, enamelled in full color cloisonne and gold 
plated. . 

First Option, With No Obligation 
As an added advantage, you may register now, 

without obligation, for other Ka-Bars in this Collec­
tion (a Commemorative Ka-Bar has been created for 
each of the six Marine.J)jvisions ). These knives can 
be delivered to you one at a time in the months ahead. 

Limited Edition of 1775 
Only 1775 of each will be made, in remembrance 

of the founding year of the U.S. Marine Corps. Serial 

No. 1 of each will be p~esented to the Commandant 
of the Marine Corps. Each is individually serially 
numbered on the blade and on the Certificate of 
Authenticity which accompanies it. 

This is presented by The American Historical 
Foundation and Ka-Bar Knives, in conjunction 
with participating U.S. Marine Corps Division 
Associations. 

Glass-top Display Case Available 
A furniture finished hardwood case is also avail­

able so you can display each Ka-Bar on a desk, shelf 
or wall. With a glass lid, it makes each Ka-Bar a 
visible symbol of your pride in the U.S. Marine 
Corps-and protects the knife from dust and un­
authorized handling. 
How to Reserve; Satisfaction Guaranteed 

You may easily place your reservation with a 
small deposit, and credit cards are accepted. You 

may call (a toll free number is available), use the 
reservation on this page or personally visit our 
headquarters. Satisfaction is guaranteed, and there 
are no shipping charges. For an additional $151 

we will personalize your Ka-Bar by engraving your 
name, rank and serial number on the blade reverse. 

When you place your reservation, you will also 
be made a Member of The American Historical 
Foundation, joining men such as yourself in 29 
countries around the world who share an interest 
in- and who helped make - America's great mili­
tary history. You will also receive special informa­
tion concerning the care and collecting of military 
arms and advance notice of all Foundation military 
projects. 

The only other commemorative Ka-Bars were 
issued nine years ago. They were quickly sold out, 
and today they bring more than five times their 
original price. So prompt action is suggested to 
avoid disappoinbnent. 

The few men, museums and organizations who 
act in time will own a lasting, tangible symbol of one 
of the greatest fighting organizations in the world -
the United States Marine Corps. 
r----------------------------------------
: RESERVATION 
I Satisfaction G uaranteed o r Return in 30 Days for Full Refund 
I To: T he American Histor ical Foundation 
: !022 West Franklin Street, Dept. SFSF 
1 Richmond, Virginia 23220 

Tele phone: (804) 353-1812 
24-hour toll free reservations: (800) 368-8080 

Yes, I wish to reserve each of the foUowing 24-karat gold­
plated limited edition Commemorative Ka-Bars: 
_ Entire Series 
_ 1st Mar. Div. _ 3rd Mar. [);v. _ 5th Mar. Div. 
_ 2nd Mar. Div. _ 4th Mar. Div. _ 6th Mar. Div. 

D Please also send the glass-top display case, at S29 each, for 
each Ka-BaI reserved. 

D Please enroll me in a monthly payment plan. (Each knife 
reserved \Nill be shipped when the full balance is received.) 

D charge or invoice 597.50 monthly. 
D charge or invoice full balance. 

D My payment in full is enclosed ( S195 per knife; display case, 
add S29). 

Name .. .. ....•. •. •....... .. . . . . . • ... •. • ...... 

Address . .... . . 

For Visa, MasterCard o r American Express, please send accoun t 
number, expiration d<1te <1nd sign<1ture.. Virginia residents 3dd tax. 



DELTA FORCE. By COL Charles 
A. Beckwith, U.S. Anny (Retired) 
and Donald Knox. Harcourt Brace 
Jovanovich, San Diego, New 
York, London. 1983. 300 pp. 35 
photos (black and white). $14. 95. 
Review by James P. Monaghan. 

THE tragedy of the aborted hos­
tage-rescue mission in Iran is a story 
best told by someone who was there. 
Perhaps no one is better qualified for 
this than COL Charles Beckwith, 
creator and commander of Delta 
Force, and the man who gave orders to 
scrap the mission at Desert One. His 
book is valuable not only for its center­
piece - a minute-by-minute account 
of the ill-fated rescue attempt - but 
also for its detailed coverage of the 
legacy, formation , organization and 
training of the top-secret counter­
terrolist unit called Delta Force. 

Duling his 1962-63 training with the 
British Army's 22 Special Air Service 
Regiment, Beckwith conceived the 
idea of organizing a parallel force with­
in the U.S. Army. But when he pre­
sented his after-action report to the 
Special Warfare Center (SF HQ) at Ft. 
Bragg, N.C. , he was turned down flat. 

The refusal stemmed from ·a direc­
tive of GEN Hamilton Howze, Com­
manding General, XVIII Airborne 
Corps at Ft. Bragg, who in 1959 had 
recommended deactivation of the 
77th (later 7th) SF Group. However, 
with newly elected President Ken­
nedy's declaration that "the United 
States would pay any plice, bear any 
burden in the cause of freedom," spe­
cial warfare took on a new dimension 
and GEN Howze's scheme was quietly 
scrapped. 

COL (later LTG) William P. Yarbor­
ough was given command of SF HQ, 
and the monumental task of planning, 
training and enlarging special-warfare 
capabilities. In June 1963 LTG Yar­
borough and HQ staff officers were 
secretly tasked to prepare and deploy 
the 5th SF Group to Vietnam in early 
1964, where it remained until Febru­
ary 1971. 

With the massive revamping under­
way at SF HQ, perhaps it is no wonder 
that Beckwith's proposal was not well 
received. Beckwith implies that little 
was being done on the SF scene until 
his arrival home, but this reviewer was 
involved with the project and believes 
that it was no time to uncork a new 
concept. 

Beckwith makes other arguable 
points in Delta Force. For instance, 
he claims to have met many SF men 
who had never commanded or knew 
anything about rifle companies. 
Throughout my 191/2 years of SF duty, 
the majority of men I soldiered with 
were either infantry or related combat­
arms personnel with infantry-type 
training. (Beckwith admits never hav-
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ing attended SF-qualification training.) 
Another debatable issue is the SF 

decision to use the nine-man (rather 
than the conventional 11-man) infan­
try squad for guerrilla warfare. This 
smaller unit allowed for better com­
mand, control and logistical support. 
But was Beckwith wasting his time "in­
troducing" infantry training to Special 
Forces? 

Beckwith's introduction to Project 
Delta began in June 1965 at Nha 
Trang, South Vietnam. According to 
him, Delta was in sorry shape, and he 
began to "rebuild" it with the famous 
recruiting ploy of sending flyers to SF 
A-Camps: "Wanted - Volunteers for 
Project Delta. Will guarantee you two 
things: a medal, a body bag or both. " 

From Bien Hoa to A Shau to Plei 
Me, Delta was on a roll, with the Amer­
ican divisions screaming for their spe­
cialty, strategic recon. Four-man recon 
teams composed of Americans were 
now venturing into Viet Cong sanc­
tuaries; they hit Charlie coming and 
going. The kill ratio began to turn dra­
matically in favor of the U.S. and 
ARVN forces. And Chargin' Charlie 
himself, in the An Lo Valley, received a 
12. 7mm bullet in his gut. 

In 1970 during the Vietnamization 
program, Delta was deactivated. The 
recon company was integrated with 
the Rangers, thus becoming an all­
Vietnamese unit (with a small Amer­
ican advisory team), and redesignated 
the 8lst Airborne Ranger Group. It left 
Nha Trang for its new home outside 
Saigon. 

In May 1974 Beckwith, now a full 
colonel, was assigned as commandant 
of the SF School at the Special Warfare 
Center in Ft. Bragg. In late 1975, GEN 

Bob Kingston, commander of the Spe­
cial Warfare Center, informed Beck­
with that he was on his way to 
Washington, and could the colonel put 
together a paper on SAS capabilities 
for him? Supported by far-sighted 
generals like Kingston, Bill De Puy and 
Ed Meyers, Beckwith began once 
again to forward-march with the SAS 
concept. 

It wasn' t easy, and in Delta Force, 
Beckwith is not kind to his detractors. 
He recounts the slow build-up of Delta 
despite obstacles set up by key person­
nel in the Army bureaucracy. Out went 
the flyer: "Volunteers wanted for SF 
Operational Detachment-Delta.'' 
Again they came, slowly at first (com­
manders dislike losing their best 
troops). But the troops smelled action 
and adventure. When SF NCOs com­
plained to Charlie that their applica­
tions were being sidetracked, Beckwith 
used his famous tact to kick down that 
door. And in came the survivors of the 
original Delta, the Mike Forces, SOG, 
the A-Camps, and the first SF Group 
- older, leaner and much, much 
meaner. 

Charlie' s Angels was their nick­
name. To qualify, first they had to pass 
selection, second the shrink, and third 
the board. And that was the easy part! 
(See "The Final Option: Tough Actor 
to Follow," p. 55, SOF, October '83 
for information on SAS selection.) 

On 4 November 1979 the American 
Embassy in Tehran was seized by sup­
porters of the fanatical Ayatollah 
Khomeini. Delta was alerted, and res­
cue plans made. However, expertise 
on combined special operations had 
been lost since Vietnam, and our 
JUWTFs (Joint Unconventional War­
fare Task Force) had been deactivated. 
Personnel trained in this type of plan­
ning had either retired or moved else­
where in the military hierarchy. These 
obvious shortcomings contlibuted to 
the failure of the rescue. (Special­
operations capability has since been 
upgraded.) 

In April 1980, Beckwith briefed 
President Carter and his National 
Security Council staff on the proposed 
rescue operation. To his credit, Jimmy 
Carter approved this mission, and 
asked Beckwith to pass a message to 
the men of Delta: "Tell them that in the 
event this operation fails, for whatever 
reason, the fault will not be theirs. It will 
be mine." (For further details about 

Continued on page 105 
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WHEN YOUR BLACK BOX RUNS OUT OF 
TRICKS, YOU HAVE TO INVENT YOUR OWN. 

The deadly ballet of aerial warfare 
has become blink-of-an-eye 
encounters in MiG Alley, Vietnam, 
the Sinai and the Falklands. Seat-of­
t he-pants razzle-dazzle has been 
replaced by feather touch precision. 
Yet despite AWACS guidance and 
sophisticated "black boxes." it 's still 
the steel nerves and quick stick 
work of the men flying the jets that 
win battles. 

fjghting Jets shows you state­
of-the-art combat in the computer 

age. You 'II view swirling dogfights 
through gun cameras. streak on 
attack a few feet over the desert, 
endure crushing G forces, outma­
neuver radar-guided SAM missiles, 
unleash Sidewinders, duel MiGs 
and Mirages one-on-one. 

/l's an exciting introduction to THE 
EPIC OF FLIGHT library from TIME-LIFE 
BOOKS. More than 100 photographs 
and battle paintings highlight your 
reading. See how the Germans 
astonished the Allies with the first 
turbo I jets; the Fl 5 Eagle acceler­
ates straight up; Britain's remark­
able Harrier jump jet destroyed 
faster Argentine jets. and much 
more! Detailed illustrations take you 
inside cockpits. diagram dogfight 

tactics, and portray 
an awesome array 
of today's fighters. 

Volume by vol­
ume, THE EPIC OF 
FuGHrretells the 
adventure story of our 

Air, America in the Air. 
War. Books come one 
at a time about every 
other month, always 

~--,., for a free examination. 
··"""•-•• There is no minimum 

century. Heart of a Harrier: 
You 're invited to take the1ump-jelengine. 

number to buy; you may 
cancel at any time. If you 
decide not to keep Efghting 
Jets. return the complete £jghting Jets for 10 days FREE 

Keep it and pay only $13. 95 plus 
shipping and handling. You can 
then collect additional volumes in 
the series, including The Carrier 
War. The Luftwaffe. Knights of the 

package within 10 days with no fur­
ther obligation. To start the action, 
just mail the reply card today! 
Price subject to change. 
© 1983 Time-Life Books Inc .. 
Time & Lile Bldg .. Chicago. IL 60611 

flt card is missing, mafu -- 1 
TIME-LIFE BOOKS IT IM El 

I Trme & Life Bldg. . . I 
Chicago, IL 60611 I• I ;I ;I 

j YES I would BOOKS 
like to lee fjghting Jets as my 

I introduction to THE EP1c OF FLIGHT j 
series. Please send it to me tor a 

I 
10-day free examination. Also I 
send me future volumes under 
the terms described in this ad. 

I I Name <Prea:se pnntJ 

I Address Apt. I 
I City I 

THE EPIC OF FLIGHT L~~~~ders subjecrtoapp~~al CVCV81 J 
TEST FLY THE FIGHTING JETS FOR 10 DAYS FREE. 
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THE PRO .... , 

i.,.... ~II 

ROBOT DEFENSE SYSTEMS, INC. 
The PROWLER Robot combines on-board intelligence 
with multi-mission sensor and armament combinations to 
meet a variety of application needs. Using its on-board 
intelligence, the PROWLER can autonomously patrol a 
known perimeter and respond to an intrusion. A remote 
control station allows operator intervention as needed. 
The R2 PROWLER is equipped for extended missions and 
stealth operation to patrol and protect your sensitive 
installations. 

In military configuration, the PROWLER is designed to 
perform conventional and NBC reconnaissance, forward 
observation and mine clearing roles as well as anti-troop 
and anti-armor missions to help protect military airbases, 
weapons storage areas, nuclear power plants, oil field 
refineries and pipelines, and other high value government ~ 
and private assets. 

DETECTION: The PROWLER 
• Interfaces with passive sensor systems 

• Includes a rugged Remote Command 
Station 

• Optional Sensor Input - Thermal 
imaging, computer uision, NBC 
monitoring, IR imaging, noise 
detection. 

ASSESSMENT: 
• Instant Recognition 

• Instant Decision 

RESPONSE: 
• Immediate containment of intruders 

• Overwhelming fire power options 

I 
ROBOT DEFENSE SYSTEMS, INC. 

14 80t•IH OF FOaTUNIE 

471 E. 124th Ave., Thornton, CO. 80241 
(303) 450-0793 
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IT HAPPENED 
TOME 
by John Forbes 
as told to M.L. Jones 

Close Shave 
John H. Forbes spent eight years on 

active duty in the U.S. Air Force. He 
says, "Being a security policeman on 
an airbase in Vietnam was pretty bor­
ing most of the time. " But one ·night 
shift was different: 

As I clambered down off the flatbed 
truck I looked at the sky. No moon, the 
stars hidden behind the clouds. Almost 
time for monsoon season. Garcia was 
waiting for me at the guardpost. 

"It's real quiet - nothing stirring 
except the rats," he said as he left. 

The guardpost was a wooden crate 
half-buried in the ground. Its flat ply­
wood roof was covered with sandbags. 
About two feet of the box showed 
above the ground. By standing on the 
wooden pallets that formed the floor a 
sentry could look all around. Inside 
was a field phone hanging on the wall, 
no chair. We weren' t allowed to sit 
down, as the CO was afraid we'd go to 
sleep. 

Stepping down, I leaned forward to 
keep from bumping my helmet on the 
doorway. I picked up the handset and 
checked in with the controller at Cen­
tral Security Control (CSC). 

Leaning ·my M16 against the wall, I 
took off my helmet, picked up the 
green binoculars and started sweeping 
the jungle just a hundred yards away. 
In the 10 months I had been here I had 
never seen anything at night, but last 
month a security policeman at the next 
post had been found with his throat slit, 
his weapons and uniform missing. I 
hadn' t slept out here since. 

Putting down the binoculars, 
looked at my watch: Five minutes 
more, and I'd check in with CSC. I did 
so every half hour, so they'd know I 
was still awake out here on the peri­
meter. 

Scanning the green wall again, I 
thought of what I would do with my 
next two days o ff . Payday was 
tomorrow; maybe I could get a card 
game going. "The Blue Boy" had a 
new dancer. Maybe I'd go and check 
her out. 
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Night shifts on an airbase in 
Vietnam often meant walking in 
circles around an airplane for hours 
or staring into the dark, according 
to Forbes - until something moved. 
Here sentry and guard dog finish 
patrol. Photo: Dept. of Defense 

Something moved. 
Grabbing the handset, I talked into 

it. "Post 18." 
"Hey, Chuck baby, you' re two mi­

nutes early." 
"Yeah, well , I think something's 

moving out here." 
"Aw, come on. You've only been 

out there for a half hour. It's a little 
early for the bushes to be dancing." 

"No, I'm serious." 
"Okay, take another look and see if 

it's still there." 
Setting the handset in the dirt in 

front of me, I picked up the glasses. 
Nothing moved. 

Sheepishly, I put the handset to my 
mouth. "Well, maybe not. " 

"Yeah, well, give me a call if you do 
see anything." 

Replacing the handset, I went back 
to wondering what to do with my two 
days off . .. . 

It moved again. This time my glasses 
had been pointed right at the spot. The 
bush moved. There wasn' t any wind 
blowing. I moved my line of sight a little 
to the left. 

I saw the leaves wave, and there still 
wasn' t any breeze. Looking straight at 
the spot, I could see a dark hump down 
close to the ground. 

No, I won' t call CSC just yet. I' ll wait 
and make sure this isn't my imagina-

tion. Carefully I selected a couple of 
landmarks so I could pick out the same 
spot - then I looked away for a mi­
nute. It seemed longer. 1 rubbed some 
sweat out of my eyes, then glanced at 
my watch: 1 1/ 2 minutes. Looking at the 
spot again, I could see the hump was 
still there, but it had moved toward me 
about 10 feet. 

Picking up the handset, I whispered 
my identification. 

"Hey, man, speak up. " 
"I can't. There is something out 

there," I murmured. 

"All right, I'll call the flight super­
visor," came the exasperated reply. 

Looking back at the hump, I watch­
ed it creep forward toward the first line 
of concertina wire. Suddenly a figure 
rose from the ground and jumped over 
the wire. The man lay on the bare 
ground, not moving. Slowly letting out 
my breath, I crouched down, reaching 
for the phone. The figure didn't have a 
gun, but the pack on his back, if filled 
with explosives, could kill a lot of peo­
ple. 

Quickly I described what I had seen 
to the controller and requested permis­
sion to use my weapon. 

There was a pause, then the flight 
supervisor came on the line. That was 
a shock. I had thought he was headed 
to my post by now. He had me repeat 
everything. I did, then waited. Briskly 
he gave me permission to open fire 
and ordered the Security Alert T earn to 
my post. 

Standing up I lifted my M16, sear­
ching for my target. It had moved. He 
was over the second strand of wire, 
crawling in the direction of the fuel 
dump. All I could see was the pack 
strapped to his back scuttling along the 
black line of the ground. 

The click of the safety switch sound­
ed loud in the dark air. Lining up the 
front sight on the pack, I shifted ahead 
of it just a little. Inhaling, I pulled back 
on the trigger. The muzzle flash lit the 
dark sky for an instant, and the hump 
rolled over. It didn' t move. 

The pickup with the alert team pul­
led up a couple of minutes later. 
Together we walked over to where the 
Viet Cong was lying. My shot had 
caught him just under the armpit, com­
ing out the opposite shoulder. It had 
taken most of the meat, exposing the 
shoulder bones. The sand was soaked 
with black blood. 

The sergeant's flashlight shone on 
the face, shocking us all. It was the 
Base Exchange's Vietnamese barber. 
About four hours ago he had given me 
a haircut. The pack was full of plastic 
explosives and detonators. 

As the team took away the body in 
the back of the pickup, I went back to 
my post. Taking off my helmet I picked 
up the b inoculars. Sweeping the 
bushes in front of me, I wondered what 
to do with my two days off. ~ 
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S.E.R.E. 
SEMINAR ... 

Survival, Escape, 
Resistance and Evasion 
will be taught at the SOF 
Convention this year by 
Rick Jamison and Mel 
DeWeese, including 
camouflage, movement, 
map and compass, 
tracking, and ambush. An 
overnight practical 
exercise/wargame will be 
available to participants. 
Contact: Rick Jamison, 
460 E., 130 North, 
Bountiful, UT 84010. 

WANTED: 
BOUNTY 

HUNTERS ... 
SOF conventioneers 

will be able to get 
privileged, professional 
information on one of the 
most adventurous civilian 
occupations. Watch for 
the bounty-hunting 
seminar by Bob Burton, 
of Intercept Special Bail 
Bond Investigations, 
Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
22801, Santa Barbara, 
CA 93121 at the '84 
convention in Las Vegas. 
For more information, 
contact SOF Convention 
director Wm. M. Brooks, 
phone: (919) 392-2961. 

BARREL 
BULGER ... 

A single-character typo 
in Peter Kokalis' column 
on the Japanese Type 99 
MG could have disastrous 
consequences. On page 
22 of the August '84 SOF 
the bullet to be loaded 
into reshaped .30-06 
brass is described as 
being .331 inches in 
diameter. That is wrong. 
The correct measurement 
is .311 inches. 

Once again, SOF 
reminds its readers that 
ammunition data is 
provided for general 
information purposes 
only, and reloaders 
assume full responsibility 
for making and firing 
homemade ammunition. 
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with the news c;>f 
Mo11dale capturing 
the Democratic 
nomination ... tl'\e 
atmospher!' here 
at campaign. 

headguarters 1s 
one of excitement 
and jubilation as 

:%~:'~n~fJ°~ ... 

SOVIET 
EXPORTS ... 

Iran's weakness is no secret. Ruled by a madman, 
administered by zealots, locked in a fratricidal war 
with Iraq, Iran is impoverished by damage to its 
capacity to deliver crude oil, and still paying a 
premium for indirectly shipped replacements for 
U.S. materiel delivered before the revolution. 

Since Peter the Great the Russians have wanted 
to break through to the Indian Ocean, and they see 
Iran's vulnerability as an ideal opportunity. They 
have supplied Kurds aligned with Khomeini, and 
hope to have bought them off with arms. Kurdistan 
has always been trouble for Iran, but they can begin 
to look for trouble from another area. 

SOF cannot corroborate this, but our sources in 
Turkey claim nomadic Turkoman tribesmen are 
being recruited for training camps inside the 
Turkmen Soviet Socialist Republic. Given 
Kalashnikov rifles on graduation, the rebels return to 
the mountains of Northeast Iran to await the signal. 

COLT 
RECALL NOTICE . .. 

Colt has informed us of the 
following: " It has come to our 
attention that some of the small 
pocket automatic pistols marketed 
by Colt in .25 ACP between 1957 
and 1973 (these have serial 
numbers ending in CC or beginning 
with OD) are susceptible to 
accidental discharge if improperly 
carried with a round in the chamber 
and dropped or otherwise carelessly ' 
handled. This is because of the type 
of firing mechanism in these pistols. 
Some of these pistols were marked 
'Junior ColUCal. 25', others 'Made 
in Spain for Colt,' and still others 
'Colt Automatic/Cal. 25.' Colt will 
modify the firing mechanism free of 
charge." Send a postcard or note 
giving your name, address and the 
serial number to: Colt Industries Inc 
Firearms Division, P.O. Box 1868, ., 
Dept. RC 25, Hartford, CT 06101. 

FREEDOM 
FIGHTERS . .. 

El Salvador/Nicaragua Defense Fund 
Contributors: 

Jay P. Gladieux, Jr. ; Nicole and 
Lee Ann Goodrich; Dan Graff; 
Richard Haar, Rycor Enterprises; 
Gregory Jacobs; D.Z. Lancer 
Associates; Ralph Oliviera; Ed 
Rydberg; Stephen J. Sczurek; 
Eugene Tinfo; Richard Vilardo; 
Harvey J . Wilson 

Many contributors prefer to 
remain anonymous. 

W HY ARE 
YOU HERE? ... 

SOF contributing editor Ralph 
Edens tells us he was given a cordial 
welcome to the 4 May 1984 
presentation by the U.S. government 
of four medevac Hueys to the 
Salvadoran Air Force. There weren' t 
enough press packets for all the 
organizations represented, so the 
U.S. Embassy press liaison asked 
journalists to line up and take one 
packet for each news service. Edens 
was third in line, and when the press 
officer asked whom he worked for 
Ralph told him. ' 

The man with the brochures 
pushed the whole stack toward 
Ralph and laughingly told him to 
take all of them. 
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RDS "Prowler" by Robot Defense Systems of 
Thornton, Colo., will be on display at SOF 
Convention in Las Vegas. 

SENTRY'S 
SAVING GRACE ... 

If you're one of those guys who would rather 
suffer a stab in the butt with a bayonet than stand 
another long, boring hour of sentry duty, take heart. 
An innovative group of high-technologists at Robot 
Defense Systems, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 471 E. 124th 
Ave. , Thornton, CO 80241) has come up with 
something that may make walking a perimeter wire 
obsolete. 

Called the "Prowler," RDS' intelligent, remotely 
controlled all-terrain vehicle is essentially a robot 
sentry which carries TV cameras to give the 
operator a constant view of activities in a patrol area 
and on-board weapons to stop intruders dead in 
their tracks. The Prowler can be operated from a 
control module at ranges up to eight kilometers and 
has a cruising range of 250 kilometers. 

This answer to the perimeter patrol-walker's 
prayer will be on display at the SOF Convention, 
Sept. 19-23 at the Sahara Hotel in Las Vegas. 

SHOOTING 
STAR ... 

What's that they used to say in jump school? " If 
you want to run with the big dogs, you've gotta 
learn to pee on the tall trees?" Translate that to 
mean if you want to learn to do something right, go 
to the experts. That's exactly what President-elect 
Leon Febres-Cordero of Ecuador must have 
thought when he decided a politician in turbulent 
South America might need to know something 
about combat shooting. 

Febres-Cordero traveled to the United States to 
meet with President Reagan recently. When he left 
Washington, the South American chief of state and 
five of his aides headed for Hollywood, Miss. , where 
they enrolled in a combat-shooting course run by 
world champion John Shaw. 

Shaw is a former winner of the popular three-gun 
match at the SOF Convention and finished second 
last year in Las Vegas. He'll be busting caps with us 
again this year along with other world-class gunners 
vying for $40,000 in cash prizes and more in 
merchandise. 
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''I'M NO HAMSTER" ... 
Fret Marte was pleased 

with Dr. John's story in 
the August '84 issue of 
SOF .. . all but the part 
about him. We printed 
Dr. John's assertion that 
he had heard Marte had 
stranded some American 
mercenaries in Florida. 

Marte insists he has 
never dealt with 
mercenaries in this 
country, and that he had 
quit the Hamsters (Dr. 
John's sobriquet for the 
"soft, cuddly, harmless" 
Council for the Liberation 
of Surinam) before Dr. 
John's misadventures had 
begun, but he generally 
and specifically supports 
Dr. John's assessment of 
the rest of the Council. 
Dr. John, meanwhile, has 
recanted to the extent 
that he says he had only 
heard these charges 
against Marte, and wrote 
them as such. 
Additionally, he says his 
Hamster sources were 
reliable only in the sense 
that " . .. they were right 
about fifty percent of the 
time," which was better 
than he got from the 
average member of the 
Council. 

Indeed, Dr. John says 
the Hamsters castigated 
Marte as a "hardcore 
hot-head. " Active 
anti-communist Marte 
wanted to start fighting on 
Surinamese soil, and he 
scared the Hamsters. 

Fret Marte now belongs 
to another organization: 
He is general secretary of 
the National Alliance for 
the Restoration of 
Democracy and Human 
Rights in Surinam, Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 34517, 
Bethesda, MD 20817. 

RECOGNITION 
FOR CONTRIBUTORS 

Any individual who contributes 
1) funds, medical supplies or medi­
cine to Refugee Relief Internation­
al, Inc., 2) funds to the Afghan Free­
dom Fighters Fund or 3) equipment 

·to the Salvadoran Army or Miskito 
Indians has the option of having his 
name mentioned in SOF with the 
amount of money or equipment 
donated. If you wish to be so recog­
nized, please indicate this with your 
donation. 

COMMUNIST 
CAMPAIGNING . .. 

We have heard from several 
sources that the Russians are 
planning a big election-year 
celebration for the United States. 

Projected targets for disturbance 
include South Africa, the Persian 
Gulf, Baluchistan (the southern 
borderlands between Iran and 
Pakistan), all of Central America, 
and the Los Angeles Olympic 
Village. The Soviets are terrified of 
the idea that Reagan might win, 
since they can't get anywhere with 
him. 

CIVILIAN · 
MARKSMANSHIP . .. 

On 31 January1984, Secretary of 
Defense Caspar W. Weinberger 
signed Department of Defense 
Directive 1025.1. It orders that: 
"The Secretaries of the Military 
Departments shall encourage the 
extension of the privileges of rifle 
and pistol ranges under their 
cognizance to recognized local police 
organizations, local rifle and pistol 
clubs, schools, colleges, and other 
responsible civic organizations, 
provided that such use will not 
interfere with military training and 
will be subject to local command 
and range regulations. " 

Thank you, Secretary Weinberger. 

~ 
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THROUGHOUT Europe, Africa , 
the Middle East, and Central and 
South America, the Heckler and Koch 
G3 rifle has been adopted by the 
armed forces of over 50 nations. It has 
been produced under license by more 
than a dozen countries. It and its semi­
automatic version, the HK91 , are 
proven, reliable designs. The bad guys 
are still dropping to its thunder from 
Afghanistan to El Salvador. 

Yef it is plagued with the most abo­
minable trigger to be found on any 
modem battle rifle. Nowhere has this 
proved more frustrating than in El Sal­
vador. The Atlacatl Immediate Rea~.­
tion Battalion has been forced by ex~ 
pediency and cost effectiveness to 
press the G3 into service as a sniper. 
rifle combined with the excellerit 
Leatherwood MPC/ART scope (see 
"Atlacatl Assault," SOF, June '84). 
The specimen I fired at the battalion 
range exhibited excessive creep and '! 
pull weight of close to 15 pounds. · 

Military sniping rifles are employed: 
to strike at small, moving, irregularly. 
shaped, poorly defined targets at var-~· 
ious distances, usually under less than 
ideal lighting conditions, in minimum · 
time frames and from unstable shoot­
ing positions selected by the requisites 
of combat and terrain. Less frequently, 
they are also used to cover the move: 
ment of friendly troops. This is not 
benchrest shooting. It demands the 
ultimate in performance from the snip­
er and his equipment. 

The trigger mechanism of the G3 
rifle is similar in principle to that of the 
FN FAL. Supposedly engineered to 
withstand a 25-meter drop test, there is 
little that can go awry with an HK trig­
ger until inexperienced dabblers stick 
their fingers inside the mechanism. 
Attempts to reduce the trigger-retum­
spring tension usually result in failure 
to pass even the most moderate drop 
test. If hammer-spring tension is re­
duced by coil cutting, lock time is in­
creased substantially and hangfires be­
come inevitable due to this hammer's 
reduced power upon striking the firing 
pin. Reducing sear-return-spring ten­
sion will increase the possibility of 
doubling or accidental discharge from 
jarring or shock. Doubling and 
accidental discharges can also occur if 
the hammer and sear contact points 
are honed, since surface hardening is 
removed and proper engagement is 
quickly lost. 

Yet ultimately a sniper's skill level is 
largely determined by how consistent­
ly he can cause hammer/sear disen­
gagement during the limited time the 
sights are properly aligned with the 
target. The amount of time and physic­
al effort required to move the trigger 
and initiate hammer/sear disengage­
ment are paramount. The purpose of 
trigger gunsmithing should be to eli-
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~ ·~~~ -~ FULL AUTO ~ -~ by Peter G. Kokalis 

G3 in the Sniper Role: 
It Won't Cock Pete's Pistol 

'·' ·.;WTS set-trigger system mounted 
·on author's HK91 and soon to be 
· fitted to the G3 sniper rifles of El 
:Salvador's Atlacatl Battalion. 
. .'Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 

, minate all unnecessary resistance and 
. trigger movement - thus increasing 
the probability that hammer/sear en­

. gagement will occur while the sights 
. :are still properly aligned with the 

enemy target. 
Is this a futilitarian objective with the 

G3/HK91 rifles? Williams' Trigger 
· Specialities, Inc. (Dept. SOF, RR #1, 

Box 26, White Heath, IL 61884) now 
offers a set-trigger system that dramati­
cally corrects this chronic shortcoming 
of the G3/HK91 (or 93). The trigger is 
set by moving the selector lever to a 
detent location halfway between the 
"S" (safe) and "F" (fire) positions and 
then pulling the trigger until an audible 
click is heard from inside the trigger 
housing. The safety is then moved to 
the "F" position for firing. The pull 
weight is reduced from 9-14 pounds to 
an amazing 21/2 pounds! Creep is re­
duced from .075 inch to only .010 
inch. As a consequence there is an 
almost unbelievable reduction in rela­
tive disengagement time and required 
mechanical energy. 

Subsequent shots can be fired either 
unset (the pull weight in this mode is a 
clean, crisp six pounds) , or the trigger 
may be once more reset in the manner 
described. The trigger may be unset at 
any time by moving the selector lever 
to the "S" position. The system oper­
ates as a two-stage trigger mechanism 
in the "set" mode. During the first 
stage, the shooter exerts 1- l 1/2 pounds 
of pressure over .150 inch of slack. An 
additional 1-1 1/2 pounds of pressure 

are exerted over .010 inch to initiate 
hammer/sear disengagement in the 
second stage. Three assemblies were 
cycled 5,000 times with no apparent 
wear. Williams' HK set-trigger system 
will operate reliably for the life of the 
rifle, if properly maintained. The WTS 
HK set -trigger job (on customer­
provided trigger assemblies) costs 
$150 and includes a contoured trigger 
and trigger stop. WTS also offers a 
standard-trigger job on the AR 18/180, 
FN FAL, MIA/BM 59/Garand and Ru­
ger Mini-14 for $3!;>. The contoured­
trigger option costs'' $15 extra. 

I have installed t,he WTS set-trigger 
system on my HK91 , which is also 
equipped with a Zeiss l.5-6X variable 
military scope in the HK mount and the 
HK sniper buttstock, which has an 
adjustable cheekpiece and internal 
buffer. I used this combination at a 
sniper match held during a recent 
machine-gun shoot of· the Arizona 
Emma Gees. The participants included 
one of API's premier rifle instructors. 
Sixteen targets were engaged at un­
known distances from 250 to 350 
meters. The targets consisted of two 
sticks of dynamite taped to a small 
wood post and marked only by red 
ribbon - altogether no wider than a 
man 's arm. It is a challenging target, to 
say the least, made all the more difficult 
by the constantly changing air currents 
of the lower Sonoran desert. Using 
match reloads from Arizona Police 
Equipment, Inc. (Dept. SOF, 1022 
Grand Ave. , Phoenix, AZ 85007), I 
detonated five of the targets and 
walked away in first place. 

By the time you read this, WTS set 
triggers will be wringing maximum 
potential out of the Atlacatl G3/Leath­
erwood MPC/ART sniper rigs and 
waxing Gs in El Salvador. ~ 
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The Ultlmale for Your AR· 7 New! 

B1a:t~i,1:! ':i~-:~y~~~c1 :r1~~~r· 
nickel-plated steel telescoping buttstock. 
Locks open and cioseil. Compact-26" 
overall when closed. Regular size Ol19n. 
UniQue design grip will house original 1G­
round magazine. Ventilated forend covers 
50%of barrel-and allows continuous shoot· 
ing even with hot barrel. This accessory re­
duces overall weight by approx. 1 /2 pound. 
Order No. 242000 i69.95 
AR-7 50-rd. Mitchell Orum Magazine. 
Designed for easv loading, reliable furu:­
tioning and durability. Full 50 round 
capacity. Markings on the back keep you 
informed of the rounds. 
Order No. 193300 $29.95 
Mltchell SO-rd. Mag. for 10/22 Rifle. 
Order No. 193000 $29.95 

B G.I. M-65 Field Jackel The latest U.S. 
Army issue field jacket made of 50% 

nylon and 50% cotton with Ouarpel water 
repellency. Features a zip-in hood. heavy­
duty front zipper plus snap closures. draw· 
strings at the waist and b<ittom of the jacket. 
Extra room in the shoulders for complete 
freedom of movement. Sizes: S. M, L, XL 
O.D.Green 
Order No. 0107GO ~Sale $39.95 
Woodland Camo. 
Order No. 0107WO ~ Sale $39.95 
G.I. M-65 Jacket Uner. Cold weather liner 
that turns the M-65 into an all weather 
Jacket. Sizes: S, M. L, XL. 
Order No. 0107AO $19.95 

C Minl-14 Pouch 
Set. G.i . nylon mag. 

pouch with 3-30 
rd. clips for the Mini· 14. 
No. M14S $39.95 

AR·15/M·16 Pouch 
Sel Same as above. 
No. M16S $24.95 

1"he Black Book Ot Dirty Tricks. " Impro­
vised Munitions Handbook" is the most 
soug ht afte r (until now impossible to 
obtain) Army Manual. Includes chapters 
on: Mines & Grenades, Sma ll Arms 
Weapons & Ammo. Mortars &" Rockets. 
Incendiary Devices. Fuses. Ignition & 
Delay Mechanisms. Pl us how to manufac­
ture Rocket Launchers. Pistols. Shotguns. 
and Recoilless Rifles from easy to obtain 
materials. And much more! New expanded 
edition! Limited number available! 
ORDER NOW' Order No. BB $10.00 

D Pechmayr Stain· 
Iese Steel .45 

Magazine>. The most 
precisely manufac­
tured, fastest action 
clip you'fi ever own. 
Has custom rounded 
follower and comes 
with combat bumper. 
No. 193110 $19.95 

Browning HI-Power 9mm Magazine 13 shot. 
Order No. 191620 $15.00 
AR•15/M-16. 30-shot Magazine, 
Order No. 191 220 $ 7.95 
M-1Carbine.30-shot Magazine Blue Steel . 
Order No. 190420 $ 5.00 
Uzi 9mm. 32-shot Magazine. 
Order No. 192620 S14.95 
New Parellex ' Magazines. 

20-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14 '. 
Order No. 190720 s 9.95 
30-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14 '. 
Order No. 190820 $12.95 
40-shot Blue Magazine for Mini-14' . 
Order No. 191020 $24.95 
20"8hot Stainless Magazine for Mini-14' . 
Order No. 220600 $14.95 
30-shol Stafnless Magazine for Mini-14' . 
Order No. 220601 $24.95 
4o-shot Stainless Magazine for Mini-14 '. 
Order No. 220602 $29.95 

E Six Pocket Bush Short A popular style 
for campers and hikel"S. Made of the 

tough, durable material you find in regular 
fatigues with triple needle side and yoke 
seams. In front there's two flapped. patch 
pockets and 2 sll%sh pockets. In back there 
are 2 patch packets with flaps Sizes: 24-46. 
Order No. 3404GO 0 .0 . Green $15.95 
Order No. 3404KO Khaki $15.95 
Order No. 3404CO Camouflage $15.95 

F Ullle Black Box. WARN! NG: this device 
is not to be used for surveillance! Auto­

matically starts recorder .when telephone 
is picked up. Records entire conversation 
on both sides. Automatically stops re­
corder when phone is hung up! It can be 
attached anywhere along the line. Plugs 
into ANY recorder. Causes absolutely 
no interference or noise on the ph.one. 
MINIATURE! 2" x 2" x %". 
Alligator clip hook-up 
Order No. 310101 ~sale $24.95 
Modular plug-In hook-up 
Order No. 310102 ~Sale $24.95 

F 

H 

" Pineapple" 

H Hand 
Grenade. 

Thie grenade is completely 
inert and harmless, but looks 
like the real thing. Comes with 

- detachable fi ring lever. 
Order No. 1721GO $6.95 

&-Shot Tear Gae ReVOlver. Fires B-.22 
caliber tear gas or blanks In seconds. 

No. 2601 10 Blue ~Sale '8.95 
No. 260120 Chrome ~ale $9.95 

J .22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic. Fires 
B-.22 caliber tear gas or blanks as t ast 

as you can pull the trigger. 
No. 260510 Blue ~Sale $ 9.95 
No. 260520 Chrome iJ,.1.95'Sale $10.95 

•liiiiliil~ 22 Cal. Tear Gas Cartridges (10) 
Order No. 260202 $2.95 

L Folding Trench Knife. The 3Yi' stalnless 
steel blade folds conveniently Into t~ 

uniQue knuckle handle for protection and 
safety. The 5" steel handle has a decora· 
tive inset. Length open-81-S" . 
Order No. 172010 ~Sale $9.85 

M Ufeknife Commando. The best survival 
knife there is at any price. Razor-sharp 

6" blade constructed from 440C stainless 
steel heat treated to RH57-58. Aircraft 
aluminum hollow handle is waterproof. 
Contains N.A. T.O. wina saw. lifeboat 
matches. survival fish hooks. assorted split 
shot, 20 ft . of 1 o lb. test line, 6 ft. snare 
utility wire; needles; sutures; water purlfl· 
cation tablets. Black leather belt sheath. 
thongs and sharpening stone. Jeweled 
compass built into the cao. 12'' overall. 
Order No. 172250 ~Sale $44.95 

Ordering Information! To order by mall, use coupon 
or separate sheet. Mail payment or credit earn 
information. For questloils or lnlonnatlon call 
1·312·766-1150. To order bY phone use 
Mastercard or Visa. Call HJ00-323·3233. 

.22 Cal. Extra-Loud Blanks. (100) 
Order f'lo. 260204 J:l.116' Sale $2.95 

K The Bionic Ear. Extremely sensitive 
polntable, e lectronic listening device 

the size of a flashlight. Amplifies sounds 
and passes them on to the user through 
stereo headphones which are included. 
Warning: this device is not i ntended as an 
eavesdropping device. Used extensively 
by hunters, bird watchers, security and 
law enforcement personnel. It can hear a 
whisper at 100 yds., feet scuffling In a 
warehoU$9 at 200 ft., a car door shutting 
at 5 blocks and a coon dog on the trail 
up to 2 miles away. Uses 9 volt battery. 
Order No. 310300 969.95 

PRPEllEX(J) Dept. 410 • 1285 MARK STREET 
·~cORPOAATION BENSENVILLE, IL 60106 

QTY. NUMBER DESCRIPTION/ SIZE/ COLOR PRICE 

CATALOG $1.00 
FREE WITH ORDER D SEND CATALOG 
D CHECK ENCLOSED D MONEY ORDER 
CHARGE MY: D MASTERCARD D VISA 

TAX 

TOTAL 
t11 lno1s Residents include 
Ei 25~ Sales Tu. 



YOU GOT IT- I WANT YOU TO BE A 
REGULAR MEMBER OF THE SOLDIER 
OF FORTUNE TEAM. EACH MONTH SOF 
GIVES OUR READERS A BATTLEFIELD 
VIEW OF INTERNATIONAL HOT SPOTS 
ALONG WITH THE LATEST DOPE ON 
COMBAT WEAPONS AND TACTICS 
FROM AROUND THE WORLD. ASSURE 
YOURSELF A PIECE OF THE ACTION 
AND ADVENTURE. SIGN ON TODAY! 

MAIL TO: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
P.O. BOX 310 
MARTINSVILLE, NJ 08836 

(Foreign rates available upon request) 

YES! SIGN ME UP - I've checked the offer 
preferred below. 
0 1 Year for ONLY $26 - 273 OFF The Single 
Copy Price. 
0 2 Years for ONLY $52 - 273 OFF The Single 
Copy Price. 

CITY ____________ _ 

STATE ______ ZIP _____ _ 

0 PAYMENT ENCLOSED (U.S. FUNDS ONLY) 
0 MASTERCARD 0 VISA 

CARD#------- EXP. DATE __ 

SIGNATURE------------



ADVENTURE ,,~ 
QUARTERMASTE 

' . . ~--

CoMBAT SHOTGUN GRIPS 
Non-slip synthetic pistol-grips and fore-ends made from Pachmayis 

recoil-absorbing grip compound are now made for the Mossberg 500 ATP 
shotgun. Affording control with compactness, the easily installed kit costs 
$49.50. The fore-end, alone, can be bought for $27.50. Contact Pachmayr, 
Dept. SOF, P.'O. Box 15053, Los Angeles, CA 90015. Phone: (213) 
748-7271. 

RIOT GUN CASES 
Specifically made for combat shotguns, Welsh Sporting Goods Corp. 

makes cases of 1000-denier Cordura nylon. SWAT black and woodland 
camouflage cases are padded with one-inch open-cell foam and are fitted 
with YKK nylon coil zippers and large external accessory/shell pockets. 
Catalogs cost $1 from Boyt Division Welsh Sporting Goods Corp., Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 220, Iowa Falls, IA 50126. 
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BEEMAN RIFLE SCOPES 
Rhinohide Scopes by Beeman 

Precision Anns are covered with a 
scratch-resistant, non-reflective rubber 
armor. Waterproof and fogproof, 
Rhinohide scopes are made of black 
one-piece rubber tubes surrounding the 
aluminum frame. Coated lenses are 
protected from recoil with e~tra bracing, 
and the wnole assembly is filled with 
dry nitrogen. Prices range from 
$119.95 to $189.95. Information is 
available from Beeman Precision Anns, 
Dept. SOF, 47-PR Paul Drive, San 
Rafael, CA 94903. Phone: (415) 
472-7121. 

PANCAKE 
NEW ideas are rare, but Lee Keppler 

of Special Weapons Products seems to 
have had one: the Pancake. Keppler 
claims to have invented the flat, light, 
nylon-web and velcro holster that fits 
any pistol. Velcro-mounteq straps 
detach and remount at any angle to 
provide safety and security for all your 
pistols. It costs $24. 95 from Special 
Weapons Products, Dept. SOF, Bldg. 
601, Space Center, Mira Loma CA 
91752. 

H1GH-TECH FLASH 
Bianchi International claims the 

Super B-Lite is the world's finest 
flashlight. Offered in two- to seven-cell 
models, the fixed-beam flash features 
an unbreakable plastic lens, waterproof 
seals, aluminum-alloy construction, flash 
function and a spare bulb in a 
protected compartment. Contact 
Bianchi International, Dept. SOF, 100 
Calle Cortez, Temecula, CA 92390. 
Phone: (714) 676-5621. ~ 
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THE good news about defense spending these days is 
that mainstream Democrats, Walter Mondale in­

cluded, agree with President Reagan that it must keep 
growing. Only the rate of growth is in dispute. 

The bad news is that Democrats and liberal Republi­
cans in Congress have already chopped enough out of Mr. 
Reagan's five-year rearmament program to leave the De­
fense budget at about what Jimmy Carter proposed spend­
ing for the mid-1980s. And no one ever described Mr. 
Carter as a toady of the Pentagon. 

Whether America will be adequately defended through 
the 1980s and beyond is perhaps the most momentous 
issue of the current Presidential campaign. And the ade­
quacy of the next four Defense budgets will go a long way 
toward determining whether the equipment, systems and 
people will be sufficient for America's continued security. 
On this issue, among others, the choice is clear. President 
Reagan wants to spend dramatically more for defense 
than his Democratic challenger. 

Deciding who is right starts with a cold look at the 
threat. Make no mistake. The massively armed colossus 
of the Soviet Union, together with its empire and allies, 
poses the greatest danger to the Western democracies 
since Hitler. 

On land, the Soviets alone deploy 191 divisions, 50,000 
tanks, and 24,000 pieces of artillery. The United States: 28 
divisions, 11,000tanks, and 5,000 guns. At sea, the Soviet 
Navy is now the world's largest numerically: some 288 
principal surface combatants and 267 submarines (plus 
80 more armed with nuclear ballistic missiles). Against 
that, the U.S. Navy counts 187 major surface warships 
and 95 submarines (plus 34 ballistic missile subs). 

The Soviet air force and separate air defense and bomb­
er commands together possess about 8,000 fixed-wing 
combat aircraft, plus 3,450 helicopters and 600 transport 
planes. If needed, the entire Aeroflotfleet of 1,200 airliners 
and cargo craft is also available. U.S. Air Force strength is 
3, 700 combat aircraft with another 1,200 planes in Re­
serve and Air Guard units. 

Alarming as these figures are, they do not touch on the 
most ominous disparities of all - the various measure­
ments by which the Soviet Union leads the United States 
in strategic nuclear weaponry. Of 41 pertinent categories 
of nuclear and strategic strength, the Soviets had forged a 
lead in all but two by the end of the 1970s. The Reagan 
Defense buildup is only now beginning to restore a mea­
sure of balance in some categories. 

The anti-Defense lobby in Congress, the media, and the 
Democratic Party obfuscate the clear meaning of these 
chilling figures with endless qualifications and rationaliza­
tions, putting the best possible face on every disparity. But 
one central truth cannot be erased: Unless the United 
States can at least halt, if not reverse, the trends that 
produced these figures, the nation is heading for a catas­
trophe. 

Imagine a world in which the Soviet Union was indis­
putably the most powerful nation. One by one, region by 
region, America's allies would seek their separate peace 
with the Kremlin. America's options in the world would 
grow progressively more constrained, as would, in the 
end, the exercise of effective sovereignty itself. Inconceiv­
able? Perhaps, but then who could have guessed only 20 
years ago that America's relative military and economic 
strength would erode so dramatically in just two decades? 

As one might expect, the Soviets lie shamelessly· and 
ludicrously about their arms spending. The CIA estimates 
that the United States would have to spend a third to half 
again as much on defense to sustain the force levels and 
arms production rates the Soviets accomplish each year. 
If anything, this is a ·conservative estimate. Militarism and 
arms building on the Soviet scale are all the more remark­
able given an economy less than half as productive as that 
of the United States. In effect, the Soviet economy has 
been on a wartime footing for 20 years. 
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EDITORIAL 
ELECTION '84 

Dissecting Defense Stands 
by Robert J. Caldwell 

The same might be said for Soviet society itself. Five 
million Soviets are on active military duty. Nearly half a 
million more serve in full-time paramilitary units; half of 
these in MVD units that constitute the Kremlin's private 
army for maintaining "internal security." America has 
three military academies. The Soviet Union has more 
than 300. Compulsory military training for Soviet children 
begins in elementary school. DOSMF, the Soviet orga­
nization providing extra paramilitary training - marks­
manship, parachuting, flight instruction, survival skills, 
etc. - to Soviet youngsters claims a membership of 80 
million. Soviet military reserves total perhaps 25 million 
men, of whom about five million have served on active 
duty within the last five years. 

But, of course, Americans hear precious little of all this. 
Instead, the media provide a numbing diet of careless 
Pentagon waste plus endless babble about, in a favorite 
phrase, the "biggest peacetime military buildup in his­
tory." 

Mr. Reagan's Defense budgets are nothing of the sort. 
During the mid and late 1950s, America was spending 75 
percent of the Federal budget and up to 11 percent of the 
Gross National Product for defense. Today, the Defense 
budget consumes 28 percent of the federal total and 6.9 
percent of GNP. Adjusted for inflation, Mr. Reagan's sup­
posedly bloated Defense budgets only recently began ex­
ceeding what the Kennedy administration allocated for 
the military in the early 1960s, before the Vietnam build­
up. 

And the next weak-on-defense politician who suggests 
that Defense spending is causing the budget deficits 
should be reminded of this. Since the mid-1960s, domes­
tic spending has ballooned by 400 percent while Defense 
spending declined (that's right, declined) in real terms, as 
a percent of the federal budget, and as a percent of GNP 
right through the decade of the '70s. 

The Reagan administration, and most especially the 
President himself, wants Defense spending to grow by 
seven percent a year. Most Democrats favor Defense 
growth rates of half that, or less. Jackson-Kennedy­
Cranston liberals advocate no growth at all, or even reduc­
tions. And Congress has chopped $70 billion or so from 
the administration's Defense proposals during the first 
three years. 

Meanwhile, the Soviets go right on, year after year, 
outproducing the United States in almost every major 
weapons category. Some examples: tanks 2,100 per year 
vs. 650; military helicopters, 450 vs. 160; surface-to-air 
missiles 28,000 vs. 500; intercontinental ballistic missiles, 
175 vs. 20; cruise missiles, 800 vs. 250; attack sub­
marines, 6 vs. 4; tactical combat aircraft, 550 vs. 400. 

This cannot continue indefinitely without disastrous 
consequences for the United States. Yes, there is waste in 
the Pentagon budget. And no, this year's Defense approp­
riation of $258 billion is hardly loose change. But the 
alternative to adequate Defense budgets is a more danger­
ous, less stable world, and, in the end, possible war, likely 
defeat, and eventual surrender. For whatever reasons, the 
nation's Democrats seem not to have thought this 
through. ~ 
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_:::;J£ GALLANT INTERNATIONAL 

FOR TODAYS ADVENTURER 
THE BEST QUALITY •THE BEST SERVICE• THE BEST PRICE 

EMERGENCY /SURVIVAL 
EQUIPMENT 

TASCO COMPACT BINOCULARS Ca­
mouflaged impact resistant. Super! 8x21 mm 
Order Code BIN $97.95. 

FIELD EMERGENCY MEDICAL KIT. Con­
tains essential medical suppl ies for in-the­
fleld first-aid. You shouldn't be without it. 
Order Code FEM $54.95. 

SURVIVAL KIT: Contains the essential tools 
you would need to survive in a hostile and 
unfamiliar environment. A real lifesaver. 
Order Code SKT $16.95. 

SIGNAL FLARES: High visibility aerial 
signal flares. 20 miles visibility. 
Order Code ASF $12.95 (Specify white or 
red). 

KNIVES 

LIFEKNIFE 6", 420C stainless steel blade 
Watertight handle contains essential emer­
gency gear that could keep you alive. Holds 
Waterproof matches, compass. wire saw, 
and fish hooks and line for food gathering. 
Includes leather sheath. 
Order Code LIFKN $45.50 

USMARINE CORPS COMBAT KNIFE 7" 
blade. Parkerized blade with hardened 
steel core. Sheath treated to resist rot. 
Order Code MARKN $1 9.95 

USAF SURVIVAL KNIFE 5" blade comes 
with sheath and sharpening stone. Butt 
engineered for hammering. Best all-around 
survival knie. 
Order Code AFKN $18.00 

SWISS ARMY KNIFE This knife has every­
thing! Fold-out screwdriver. scissors 
magnifying lens. wire stripper. saw. fish 
scaler. etc. Over 20 different. useful 
features. 
Order Code SWSFN $35.95 

MACHETE 12" carbon-steel blade with 
non-slip. riveted plastic handles. One of the 
most versatile survival tools made. With 
shealth. 
Order Code MACHT $7.50 

THE GUARDFATHER Inconspicuous pen 
instantly sprouts steel pointed 4" shaft for 
quick self-defense. No Federal laws pro­
hibit this weapon. It could save your life. 
Order Code GDFR $28.95 

KUKRI FIGHTING KNIFE Famed weapon 
of the fierce Gurkhas. Unusual curve of 12" 
blade adds tremendous force to blades 
downward storke. Unique among bladed 
weapons. 
Order Code KUKRI $17.95 

OCTOBER 84 

ORDER BY PHONE 
1-818-571-1221 

U.S. MILITARY FATIGUES 

Authentic military camouflage BDU's. 
Reinforced seat. knees. elbows and stress 
points. Trousers have 6 large pockets. 
drawstring cuffs and waist adjusting tabs. 
All latest issue military spec's. 

Coats: S(33-37). M(37-41). (42-45). 
XL(45-47) 

Trousers: Regular or Long: S(27-31 ) 
M(31-35) , L(35-39), XL(39-42) 

Some styles available in XS(30-33). 
XXL(47-52). XXXL(55-58) and some 
chifdrens sizes. Add $5.00 for larger sizes. 

Available in: Woodland Day Desert 
T iger Stripe Olive Drab 

Also Available in: SWAT Black 

Order Code: 
BDU-1 Jacket 
BDU-2 Trousers 
BDU-3 Set (both) 

TAC Team Navy Blue 

$27.95 
$27.95 
$48.95 

BOOTS 

Special Forces Mountain Boot 7" High 
leather. steel shanks. Size 7-12. 
Order Code SFB $109.95 

U.S. Army Combat Boots. Full leather. 9" 
high sizes: 7-12, Width: Reg and Wide 
Order Code ACB $44.75 

U.S. Army Jungle Boots. Light weight, web 
sides. Sizes: 6 to 12. Width: Reg and Wide: 
Order Code AJB $39.95 

CAPS ANO HATS 

These hats are useful and practical for 
hunting. fishing. camping and general out­
door wear. 

A. Boonie Hat: Vietnam Ranger style hat. 
Available in sizes 7 to rr-. 
Styles: Woodland T iger Stripe Black 

Day Desert Olive Navy Blue 
Order Code BHT $9.85 
PATROL CAPS 

B. U.S. Marine Corps Cap. Worn by the 
Marines with USMC emblem on front. 
In Sizes: XS. S. M. L. XL Woodland 
Came. 
Order Code PCM $6.50 

C. U.S. Army Issue patrol cap with fold 
down wool ear flaps. 
Order Code PCA $7 .85 

MILITARY WOOL BERETS 

Worn by u.s: Spec ial Forces. Rangers. etc. 
The headress of " the elite". 
Sizes: 6% to 7V. 
Colors: Black Navy Blue Maroon 

Green Khaki 
Order Code MWB $1 4.45 

BASEBALL-STYLE CAPS 

Mesh-backed. Perfect for sun and hot 
weather. One size fits all. 
Colors: Tiger Stripe Olive 

Woodland Day Desert 
Order Code BSC $4.50 

LC-1 COMBAT HARNESS AND.ACCES­
SORIES 0 .0. Green suspenders. equip­
ment belt, canteen cover. plastic canteen, 
and M-16/ Mini-14 ammo pouch (hold.s 
3-30 round mags) . 
Order Code LC-1 A $35.50 

without ammo pouch 
Order Code LC-1 B $26.50 

Separates 
SUSPENDERS: Order Code SUSP $12.95 

BELT: Order Code BELT $9.00 

CANTEEN & COVER: 
Order Code CANT $7.95 

LC-1 MEDIUM FIELD PACK Army standard 
issue. qUick-release shoulder harness. 

COLO-WEATHER GEAR 

WOOLY PULLY: The 100% wool British 
Cammando sweater keeos you warm wet or 
dry. 
Sizes: 34-46 $5.00· X-tra for 48-50. 
Colors: Navy Olive Black 

Tan Brow, USAF Blue 

Specify with or without epaulets 
Order Code: 
WPC (crew-neck) 
WPV (V-neck) 

$38.95 
$38.95 

Also in Woodland Came 
Order Code WPW $43.95 

M-65 CAMO FIELD COAT. U.S. military 
issue. Warm. water repellent. hiding hood. 
Order Code MCC $47.95 
Liner (LIN) $16.50 

Lightweight PONCHOS 
G.I. poncho ol ive. "Old Fai thful ' 
Order Code ODP $18 95 

In Woodland Came: 
Order Code PWC $28.95 

GLOVES 
Military black cattlehide shells. 
Order Code CGS $14.95 

Woolen Liners 
Order Codes WGL $2.95 

N2B Arc tic Parka Synthetic fur- lined. 
Nylon shell. 
Order Code ARPK $83.95 

Excellent for backpacking. 
Order Code ALICE $45.95 THE GALLANT PLEDGE 

Gallantry. valor. courage, daring. These are some of the most noble qualities known to 
man. These words bespeak of an inward fire of hope. optimism and devotion to a cause 
higher than oneself. Most importantly these same qualities reflect a belief in principle and 
a belief in the right to the extent that a person is will ing to face grave dangers and hard­
ships in struggling for what is right. Rarely in our modern world are we asked to risk life 
and limb to display these virtues. as a result. these battle-born strengths can become all 
too unfamiliar. We at Gallant International. however feel that it doesn' t have to be that 
way. As long as a person or group of people is striving to push out of their boundaries and 
improve themselves and the world around them. they are exercising valor. We at Gallant 
therefore pledge to continually search for ways to bring you the best products and the 
best service at the best prices. We do this not because it's good business. and not to out­
pace our competition. We do this because it's right. 

ORDERING INFORMATION: Order by phone. It's taster. Don' t forget your credit card 
number and expiration date. To order call 1-818-571-1221. Order by mail can be 
written on plain paper or on the handy order form shown below. Money orders are 
faster than check. 
Shipping/Handling Send 
Order up to $10.00 .$3.00 
$10.00 .$50.00 .$4.00 
$50.00 . .... $1 00.00 .$6.50 
$100.00 .... $200.00 .... $8.00 

When ordering, 
Woodland Came . 
Day Desert .. . .. 
Tiger Stripe 
Olive Drab 

use color 
WO 
DD 
TS 
OD 

abbreviations 
Black . . . . . . BLK 
Blue . . ... BU 
Navy Blue . NBU 

5595 E. 7th Street. Suite529 GALLANT INTF.RNA TIONA I. Long Beach. Cal iforn ia 90804 

Code Qty. Descript ion Size Color Price 

D Include Catalog ($1.00) Sub 
ENCLOSED IS MY: D Check D Money Order Total 

CHARGE MY. D Mastercard D Visa 

Exp. 
Shipping 

Date Signature: 
Handling 

Credit TAX Card# - 65% for 
Calif 

Name Catalog 
$1 .00 

Address 

City Zip 
Total 
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SCtl~ FEATURE 

ANOTHER 
BRIDGE ON THE 
RIVER KWAI 
The Version 
You Haven't Heard 
by CPT James M. Perry 

This is the third pan of CPT Perry 's on-
. going series of articles on Operation White 
Star. Pan 1 described the Green Berets ' 
arrival in Laos, Pan 2 the building of a rifle 
range there (see " White Star Warriors " and 
"Fire in the Hole! " , SOF, April, May '84). 

This month, Perry declares that ' 'getting 
the heavy guns across at Khone was duck 
soup. Alf we had to do was steal a Bailey 
Bridge from a Lao engineer captain intent 
on keeping it! " 

' 'THAT river," Lao Engineer Capt. 
. Prahasit had told me , " will bring 

your project to a halt. The monsoons are 
here. ' ' 

He was referring to my efforts to build a 
l ,500-meter firing range for the heavy guns 
at Khone. The Americans , or so it seemed to 
him , were always building something . A 
place just to fire big guns seemed a waste of 
time , especia ll y when it sometimes in­
volved only a few practice 37mm rounds 
from the district ' s only M8 armored car. 

" The shel ls cou ld ·explode on the other 
side of the frontier ," I tried to explain . 
''The Cambodians might not appreciate 
rhat. " 

He smiled , curling his lip rather arrogant­
! v. I chought. 

· ·cane fait 'rein," he shll.Jgged . "So it 
kills a few Khmer Rouge. The world is 
better off withc•ut them." 

" We could have a war going on both 
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sides of the river ," I said. 
" Les Rouges!" he snapped derisively , 

training his binoculars on the other side of 
the huge falls that marked the spot where the 
Mekong tumbled into Cambodian territory. 
''There has been tension here for centuries . 
They cross the river when it is dry and raid 
the villages on this side. Why build them a 
bridge to continue their dirty work durjng 
the monsoons?" 

I hadn't thought of that. The river pro­
vided a natural ecological barrier between 
forces here, the Lao frontier guards on one 
side and the Khmers on the other. 

But .headquarters at Pakse \lad chosen 
Khone as the best spot for the long range . 
My success with the little rifle range at 
Kilometre Cinq made me the prime candi­
date to build the new range at Khone, this 
one at Kilometer Fifty , 45 klicks farther 
down the road. Naturally the Fre11ch Fore­
ign Legion headquarters at Savannakhet 
was opposed , their objections multiple: 

The Lao are not ready for big-bore firing. 
They can't even level the .bubble on a mor­
tar , much less drop the round down the tube. 
They are like little chi ldren , and you ' re pro­
viding them with some big firecrackers. 
Someone is going to get hurt . 

There was some reason behind the French 
objections. The individual Lao soldier was 
very inept . On the other hand, the French 
hadn't done much to make him better ,' even 
though they 'd been allowed to remain in 
Laos to train the 25 ,000-man Royal Lao 
Army how to defend itself. Their inability to 

do that, they complained, was based largely 
on the fact that the Lao must first be issued 
operable weapons and taught how to use 
them. 

That's when Uncle Sam brought in the 
second team , those of us from the 77th 
Special Forces Group at Ft. Bragg. We 
came all at once, I 07 of us, and we swarmed 
over the countryside, A-Teams splitting to 
six men, then splitting again as the work 
doubled. My French counterpart, a captain 
whose smile was an insolent smirk, had 
been in Laos since 1954. 

"You ' re pissing in the stream to fill it 
up ," he told me. " Jamais," he added , as if 
he already knew we'd fail , " never will you 
make the Lao into a soldier." 

Still, we'd been at it well over five 
months, and the Lao Army was starting to 
take shape . They were actively patrolling 
against a known enemy , the Pathets, and 
they'd had a skirmish or two in my district, 
the fourth, which had finally left enough 
dead bodies on the battlefield to count. Big­
bore weapons were going to tip the balance 
of the war in favor of the Kingdom. 

I was much better off in the ' Fourth Dis­
trict than were other A-Teams around the 
country. I had Prince Boun Gum for a com­
mander. He wasn ' t a brilliant leader or even 
a superior military officer, but he was a 
reasonable man . He understood the need to 
vault Lao philosophy quickly into the 20th 
century if they were going to win. 

It was because of the prince that the en­
gineer officer had to give up his Bailey 
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Bridge, a 120-foot span that would allow us 
to jump the River Kwai . 

I never knew where the Kwai originated , 
or even if it was the same river made famous 
by the movie . The Lao called it that , even 
though my maps showed it as a blue trick­
ling finger that fed the Se Kong. The Se 
Kong tumbled into the Mekong , and those 
waters disappeared over the falls at Khone. 
During the dry season, the Kwai was hardly 
more than a trickle. But the winter mon­
soons would change that. We built 20-foot 
abutments on each side to accommodate our 
bridge . 

Our bridge - what a laugh! It still lan­
guished in front of the engineer 's house 
down the road , jumping the same little 
stream bed and providing him with dry ac­
cess fo r his jeep, even in the hardest mon­
soon period . If I had asked him directly for 
the bridge, the matter would have died right 
there. I decided to have the prince ask him . 

" Capt. Prahasit tells me that without the 
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bridge , he ' ll be unable to reach his house ," 
the prince said to me later. 

" But the bridge is royal property ," I 
said , putting the right emphasis on the word 
" royal. " 

" That may be," soothed the prince , "but 
Prahasit is an engineer, and all engineer 
property is under his control. Perhaps there 
is an alternative. " 

I'd already been studying the alterna­
tives. A timber trestle was one of them . It 
would take more than 200 stout trees to 
make e_ven a rudimentary trestle, all of them 
in the coniferous forests high above on the 
plateau . 

" How will you get them down?" the 
prince asked. 

" Perhaps your Highness ' elephants?" I 
suggested. He thought about that for a mo­
ment. 

" Who will pay for the service?" 
" I didn ' t think we'd have to pay for a 

service to the Crown ,'' l replied, deliberate-

ly lying . Of course we'd have to pay. Boun 
Gum wasn ' t about to provide the king with 
free elephants! He clucked his tongue 
against the roof of his mouth, a speech habit 
of his when he disapproved of anything . 

" Do you know the cost of maintaining a 
forest elephant?" he asked . " And their 
knees ," he continued, "working logs is 
hard on their knees. Who will pay for that?" 

" There is no other way we can do it , sir," 
I shrugged. But I was thinking, " Damn his 
elephants' knees!" If we were going to get 
the timber down, Boun Gum would have to 
lend us his entire working herd. That was 
that. 

"Let me talk to Prahasit again, " the 
prince said softly. That ended any more 
thought of building a timber trestle. 

I went down to the captain 's house a few 
day s later. An engineer company was 
already at work dismantling the Bailey. Pra-

Continued on page 92 
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DODGE 
CITY 

SHOOTOUT 
Pipestone Canyon Keeps the 
Pointy End Aimed at NV A 

by Paul Blose 
Photos Courtesy of Department of Defense 
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Last month Paul Blose described the be­
ginning of Operation Pipestone Canyon in 1 
Corps at the end of May 1969. This 
Marine 's day in hell began when his batta­
lion was ordered to cross a river and sweep 
through a forest devastated by allied artil­
lery and bombs. Thefr march across the 
sulfur-stinking scorched earth was unevent­
ful, but at an open field they were pinned 
down by enemy fire, taking cover behind a 
pagoda and a dike. American planes and 
choppers took out the NVA, and the men 
again marched through napalm-blasted 
woods to a Vietnamese cemetery where 
Blose 's unit killed two NVA ambushers. 

T HE day was getting on. Soon the light 
would be gone. We swept past the 

grave mounds for about 500 meters. There 
we were told to dig in . The hard dirt lay 
about 100 feet in front of the next tree-line. 
We broke into fire teams so we could stand 
SO-percent watch. With the last trickling of 
daylight our resupply chopper came in with 
more C-rations, ammo and mail. 

l sat wringing wet from the heat of the 
sun , physically and emotionally drained 
from all the close calls I'd had in the last few 
days. There was plenty of enemy activity 
around . Smack-dab in front of us, high on a 

Putting on the pressure: Marines engage 
NV A in a brief lire light. 
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A walk in the sun : Heavily laden 
leathernecks comb dense grass fields for 
signs of the enemy. 

jutting oversized ledge on the side of a 
mountain , was the ROK Marine compound , 
complete with ammo dump , refueling faci­
lities and everything else that goes along 
with it. It looked strange sitting out there in 
the middle of lndian Country. Lt' s a miracle 
that it stayed intact as long as it did. 

Orders were coming down. " Fifty­
percent watch. We're going to get hit. Fifty­
percent watch - the shit' s going to hit 
tonight. " 

We were ready. Jonesie, O ' Rock , 
Reynolds and I had our LA Ws handy. We' d 
laid our claymores , positioned our frags and 
reloaded all our empty magazines with fresh 
ammo. We had several white pop-up and 
two or three red, just in case . We were so 
tired that we were all wide awake. 

I had just received a letter from my 
cousin, Steve Gasperini , who was on a 
Mediterranean cruise. He wrote that he 
wanted to kill gooks. He had tried to get a 
transfer to ' Nam, but so far, no luck . The 
next day , [wrote and told him to stay in that 
Italian port . Right about then I wished I 
were there, too. Anywhere would do as long 
as it wasn ' t where I was. 

Dim gray turned to deep black. God, 
what a black night! It took all my night 
vision to make out the fa int tree-line in front 
of me. The ROK compound was swallowed 
up in the darkness. Within 10 minutes, 50-
percent watch turned to 75-percent; within 
30 minutes it turned to I 00 percent. After 
the brutal day we were all in for a he ll of a 
night. 
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At 0130 , Taps was blown for the ROK 
compound. Suddenly the pitch bl ackness 
turned to bright daylight . Gooks were tos­
sing satchel charges from the top of the 
mountain into the compound . They had 
completely wiped out the outpost on top and 
were blowing everything they could to hell. 
Their ground support was lobbing in mortar 
rounds. 

To our front, all across the tree-line, there 
was movement. We called for an ilium 
round to put a litt le light on the subject. 
Even before the round lit , simultaneous fire 
broke out from all positions. Claymores and 
frags went off everywhere. 

Reynolds lobbed a grenade to our front. 
All of us were shooting semi-auto, covering 
an arc-shaped tactical area of responsibility 
(TAOR). As the ilium popped , we couldn ' t 
see anything - but we heard a lot of move­
ment. No return fire . 

The tanks ro lled up , firing flechette 
rounds into the trees. Boom, boom! It was 
thunderous. One tank came up behind our 
gun team. Little Red and Big Red were 
shooting up a storm . They didn ' t hear the 
engines unti l it was too late . 

Boom! The tank fired a fiechette round. 
The gun team was with in the arc of the 
discharged spray. It ripped Big Red to 
pieces. He fell on top of Little Red and 
protected him . It was a sad day for 1st 
Platoon: Our two flaming-red haired come­
dians would never laugh again. Big Red was 
dead , and Little Red was in shock. 

I don ' t know how long the firing con­
tinued. It seemed as though we had just 
started shooting and then stopped. But in 
between the opening and closing of fire , 
everyone had spent all their rounds, and the 

sun was coming up. It was like a time lapse , 
not just for me but fo r everyone I tal ked to 
the next morning . As the sun rose , the 
Medevac chopper came in to take Big Red 
back to the rear along with two dead gooks. 
Blood trails led in to the bush along the line 
and in front of our posi tion. 

About an hour after sunrise , after we'd 
policed the area of brass and empty C-rats, 
the order to saddle up was given . Usually 
it ' s cooler in the morning, but not this day. I 
was dripping already. We formed up across 
in line and started out . The resupply chop­
per the day before had brought little water, 
and most of us were dry. We walked for 
hours without let-up. 

Finally, we came across an old well that 
was covered wi th debris. The stench of ul­
fur was putrid , but what the hell. it was wet 
and it was all we had to work with. To be on 
the safe side , I put in five instead of the 
usual three halazone tablets. Whenever we 
found a well or a large crater with water, it 
had that sulfur flavor - 1 can still taste it. 

At day 's end , we'd had no enemy con­
tact. We 'd blown numerous bunkers and hi t 
quite a few booby traps , mostly frags. What 
a letdown! We were angry that we hadn ' t 
made contact. We were angry because of 
the heat. We were angry because of the 
water. We were angry because we were 
tired and couldn ' t rest. 

Across a large tree-l ine we dug ourselves 
in , right-angling the guns at either end to 
cover the flanks , and placing one gun to the 
rear. It was our first restful night: no incom­
ing mortars , snipers or harassment by the 
NYA . 

We didn't know it yet, but that would all 
end with the rising sun . Soon I'd meet my 
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LEFT: Always alert: Cold and wet Marines 
maintain patrol security while taking a 
break during a battalion-sized sweep. 

enemy face to face . 
That morning, our radioman left for his 

R&R, and I found myself with an additional 
burden. Rivers of sweat saturated our cam­
mies . The full load of a grunt battalion on 
the move weighed us down . The hot , 
blistering June sun beat down in a merciless 
inferno of unprecedented heat. 

It was I 000 hours when we first spotted 
the enemy patrol. We were on line resweep­
ing the territory between the second and 
third rivers of Dodge City. As we moved out 
from a tree-line, our point had spotted two 
crouching NV A moving rapidly to escape 
detection . He fired several shots but fai led 
to hit them. Lt. Brooks came to the front to 
find out what was going on and immediately 
ordered a hot pursuit. 

The terrain was rough: a mixture of pad­
dies , low hills, elephant grass , triple 
canopy , and desolate , shell-riddled , open 
ground . We pursued the enemy at a fast run 
for a klick and a half. Suddenly , from all 
directions of the tree-line to our direct front , 
automatic fire spat at us . 

We charged , M 16s blazing. We were ab­
out a quarter mile from the tree-line when 
they started lobbing 82mm mortars on us . 
Lt. Brooks gave the word over the hook to 
keep moving and try to outrun the mortars. 
The first rounds landed far to our rear. Then 
they started walking in on us . They finally 
caught up with us when I was about 150 feet 
from the tree-line. I heard a terrible explo­
sion right behind me, and the screams of the 
guys who caught it. I kept running . 

More rounds landed close, bringing more 
screams: " Corpsman up!" 

I felt a jar on my back as if someone were 
pushing me hard in one spot. It didn't hurt; I 
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ABOVE: The crackle of automatic weapons 
sends this Marine to cover as bullets rake 
the foliage overhead. 

BELOW: A str~am bed offers a convenient 
trail through the jungle as Marines seek out 
the enemy. 
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kept going . Shrapnel had hit my flak jacket, 
but I was unhurt . In a flash I saw, directly in 
front of me , an NV A pop out of a spider hole 
and take aim at me while another in the 
bushes kicked the dirt up before me with his 
AK on full -auto. It doesn't take long to 
travel 150 feet to a tree-line, but it seemed 
like an eternity . 

Before the spider-hole NV A could crank 
off his first well-aimed shot , I look advan­
tage of a very shallow shell hole , about eight 
or nine inches deep and filled with dust. The 
bullets started cracking past me . I cranked 
off a few futil e rounds - because of my fear 
and the dirt being kicked into my eyes, I 
really couldn ' l see too well. 

I picked up the hook and gave a situation 
report to First Platoon Actual. The gooks 
picked me as their target because I was 
closest and their most immediate threat. By 
the time I'd finished my report , I was draw­
ing fire from three or four NV A Regulars. 

The rest of the guys in my squad saw what 
was happening. Third Squad swting around 
to the left. Ollie and another fellow came up 
behind the spider-hole NV A and blew him 
to shit. Then they swung their rifles up and 
blew the guy in front of me away - I 
couldn ' t see him, but they could . Whoever 
else had been firing at me stopped. I got up , 
and we charged the tree-line . 

During this entire time, mortar rounds 
were still coming in on us. When we broke 
through the tree-line, we came to a dead 
end: a cliff edge that dropped down into the 
river. About 25 feet across the water we saw 
the adjoining cliff with the mortar team on 
it. We blew them away, and the mortars 
stopped. 

Meanwhile , Eddie Padia and Zeke had 
located another mortar emplacement which 
was covered by an automatic weapon to our 
right. Screaming and hollering, Padia and 
Zeke charged up with short bursts of full­
auto, blowing them to hell. They saved the 
day for the right flank . 

Reports came in that an NV A battalion 
had been spotted to our rear. We were 
ordered to about-face and countersweep. 
The ROK Marines had already set a block­
ing force, and we were to push the enemy 
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into the trap . With every step we took , we 
could see how many of our buddies weren ' t 
with us anymore. Our pace quickened. 

We traveled without any further contact. 
Booby traps were the order of the day. 
There were more heat casualties, more frag 
casualties. In our walk in the sun , we came 
across more c ri spy c ritte rs , more fly­
infested corpses. I remember one in particu­
lar. He was lying on his side on a slight 
incline , one leg ripped off, eyes still staring 
and chest ripped open by a burst. Rigor 
mortis had set in . He still had his arm up in 
the air , clutching a Chicom grenade . 

Night came, and we dug in. We heard 
rumors that a black guy had turned sides and 
was leading VC and NV A Regulars into our 
positions. We were on 75-percent alert for 
the rest of the operation. Farther down the 
line in another company , the NV A were 
probing for weak spots. For a short time, we 
heard sporad ic firing and grenades going 
off. 

Then the mortars started coming in. I 
hated the incoming. After a while you could 
judge where they were going to hit . First 
there was the thump of the mortar leav ing 
the tube, then the sound when it made the 
arc and started the descent , and last, the 
whistling whine as it was coming down . 
The louder the whine, the c loser the round. I 
can still feel some of the really close ones in 
my mind. I hated the sound of shrapnel 
flying all over after the hit. It never got any 
easier; it was always terri fy ing . 

We stayed alert and ready throughout the 
attack. By now we knew that when we dug 
in, the hole had better be deep . Although 
sometimes the terra in was so impossible 
that we'd be lucky to smash through the 
ground and dig a hole two or three feet deep, 
tonight it had been good , soft gravel: easy 
digging for tired Marines. For us there was 
no contact , just sporad ic incoming. The 
night passed , and the new day brought more 
heat. We saddled up early and started the 
sweep. The terrain turned to giant elephant 
grass, and we started tak ing sniper rounds. 

We were running into light contact and 
booby-trapped elephant grass . The best way 
to get through tall grass, especially if it 's all 

Tunnel rat: Volunteer with .45 emerges 
from enemy tunnel-complex after checking 
it out. 

you can see fo r miles around , is to call the 
tanks up. They'd go ahead, taking care of 
the traps , and we'd follow, taking care of 
the contact. On the enemy's part it was all 
hit-and-run tactics. 

We moved into the woods. About a klick 
farther up , the main river separated Dodge 
City from Go Noi Island . We swept up to 
the river , then pulled back to high ground to 
dig in for the night. After we'd dug holes 
and reinforced the positions, we sat down to 
our C-4 C-Rat stove for chow. Resupply 
choppers came in with water that tasted like 
saccharin and cans of flat, dehydrated ham­
burgers. We soaked them with water, and 
they popped up like sponges. They tasted 
good , a welcome change from C-Rats . 

A few hours later , around 2300 hours , 
one of our gun teams to the right of our 
position opened up , leading to a chain reac­
tion all around us: Everyone began firing. 
Mortars were hitting the trees to our front. 
Out along the beachhead, all the MGs were 
firing , and the I 6s were popping like crazy. 
Everyone threw grenades; guys were even 
bl as ting their claymores and firing their 
LAWs. 

I couldn ' t be sure if it was enemy move­
ment to our front or our own fire making 
everything move , but I went along with the 
program . I emptied one magazine after 
another, threw one grenade after another. 
When the grenades were out, Zeke. my 
squad leader, told me to go to supply for 
another case . On my way back , I bumped 
into our platoon sergeant. He was sitti ng on 
the hillside , cupping a cigarette and watch­
ing the fireworks, 100 times better than any 
Fourth of July show I'd ever seen. I took a 
drag and went on. We went through the 
other case of grenades, and soon were run­
ning low on ammo , too. But peace and quiet 
finally came at 0300 hours. The saddle-up 
orders came down at 0430. 

All of our ammo and explosives from the 
beginning of the op had been used up. Re­
supply choppers landed, and everyone was 
issued fresh ammunition. We swept the area 
and came up with two or three dead gooks 
and some blood trailss. Everything was 
quiet. 

Breaking out of the trees , we came to 
high ground leading to the edge of the wa­
ter. We were ordered to take a trai l there. 
When the point man hit the first booby trap, 
it must have been a signal for them to open 
up . He tripped the frag , and the prereg­
istered mortar started dropping in on us. 
Doc Freedman made it to him and went to 
work fast. We hit the deck. 

There was nowhere to go: no holes to dive 
in, no trees to hide behind . We were in open 
ground with shrapnel flying all around . It 
lasted IO or 15 minutes. Then our party 
blasted the position and silenced it. The 
point man was sent on his way home; two or 
three others had minor injuries. 

The night was quiet . In the morning the 
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Suppressing fire: M60 gunner hammers 
NV A in a tree-line. 

sky was full of choppers, fitting 14 or 15 
men to a bird . They took us up and over the 
river, where we started taking rounds. In no 
time , we hit ground and scrambled out into a 
multitude of 360-degree positions . 

When everyone was on the ground , we 
linked up and proceeded with the sweep. 
We were taking fire from our front , but our 
fire superiority silenced it quickly . We 
finished taking the beach and swept up to 
the first brush-line of dry shrubbery and 
skinny trees. There we waited I 0 or 15 
minutes for the order to move out. 

Finally, LT Brooks gave the high sign. 
"Head 'em up , move 'em out." 

We covered the te rrain very slowly . 
Everyone was apprehensive , almost trigger 
happy . LT Brooks kept reminding us to 
keep our weapons on safety unless we had a 
target. A half hour later , one of the guys 
from 3rd Squad tripped over some bushes. 
His weapon was on full-auto , and it let loose 
half his magazines, ripping Little Red 's legs 
to shreds at the thighs . He lived , but that 
was the last 1 saw ·of my friend. 

LT Brooks came down heavy on the guy. 
We continued . Go Noi lsland was supposed 
to be an NY A R&R center. It was an en­
gineer' s nightmare: a massive island with 
maze upon maze of underground tunnels 
and bunkers. Daisy chains, booby traps , 
punji pits - you name it , it had it. We kept 
hearing, "Get down; fire in the hole ." 

The days and nights passed without end. 
Each day was the same: hot , blistering sun , 
long walks through tough terrai n , heat 
casualties , medevacs for booby-trap victims 
- and snipers and mortar harassment-fire. 
Back at battalion they were always talking 
about Korea and World War II and being at 
the sharp end of things . Now l understood 
what being at the sharp end meant. 

The temperature and water were affecting 
us. Many broke out with boils , and almost 
everyone had a bad case of the shits. Guys 
were mooning whenever we took a break in 
order to relieve their sore, red asses. Keep-
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ing track of the date was a lost cause . After 
the first few days most of us didn ' t bother. 
We knew mission start ; now we were in­
terested only in mission fini sh. We knew it 
was going to be a long one: When it was 
over, then it would be over - not before. 

I remember one day, though. It started in 
tall grass. For a few hours , not much hap­
pened. When we cleared the grass , we were 
in triple-canopy jungle. Fi re teams were 
sent out to the front and fl anks. A half hour 
hadn't gone by when there was an explosion 
on our right flank. We yelled for the corps­
man to come up. 

For a good hour, we were at a standstill. 
We did our best to clear a safe LZ. The 
chopper came in and took one wounded and 
three dead back . The guy who 'd zapped 
Little Red in the legs was one of the dead . 
New orders came down . We were to walk 
single file until further notice. 

Our platoon took the left in our area of 
operations (AOR); 2nd Platoon took the 
center and 3rd Platoon the ri ght. The 
weapons and CP took rear and right center. 
We'd been on the go for about two hours 
when the world ended: In midstep , a mighty 
roar and concussion swept us off our feet 
and threw us down. I remember lying there , 
feeling all of this wet stuff flying onto me . l 
looked up and to my horror saw a foot , a 
hand, a finger, part of a torso. ! looked at my 
arms. They were full of blood and goo. 1 
didn't feel hit , just stunned , with the wind 
knocked out of me. It took a while to catch 
my breath. 

When l checked myself out, I found that I 
was all right. I rose to one knee for a better 
look around. Smoke was still ri sing from the 
tree-line to our right. First Pl atoon was 
okay. The bits of body, blood and messy 
guts all came from 2nd Platoon. They'd 
either hit a daisy chain , or the explosion was 
command-detonated . 

Now I could hear the cries and screams of 
the survivors. Corpsmen came from every­
where , very s lowly probing the ir way 
through the bloody mess. We blew an LZ 
large enough to accommodate two or three 

Continued on page 76 

STAND EASY 
AND LISTEN 

UP 

The American political system goes into 
action 6 November. All supporting arms 
will be required. Lock and load. Here is 
your five-paragraph field order: 

SITUATION: This year members of our 
Congress and the President will be called 
on to make momentous decisions on 
such issues as 

•CONTAINING COMMUNISM 
• OUR RIGHT TO KEEP AND 

BEAR ARMS 
• AID TO CENTRAL AMERICA 
•A STRONG NATIONAL DE­

FENSE 

The politicians will vote their own minds 
unless we press the attack on these and 
other vital issues. We must call the shots 
and employ our most effective weapon -
THE VOTE. 

MISSION: All concerned citizens will 
aggressively seek out the position of their 
representatives on the issues, engage at 
the polls and LET YOUR VOICE BE 
HEARD. 

EXECUTION: On or before E-DAY, all 
citizens will register to vote in the nation­
al elections, proceed to the polling place 
and FIRE FOR EFFECT by casting a 
ballot for the person who will REPRE­
SENT YOUR INTERESTS in the future 
of our country and the free world. Voting 
units will not allow themselves to be 
ambushed by laziness or lack of concern 
for the outcome of this vital action. Press 
the attack with vigor. DO NOT TAKE 
ANY PRISONERS AND DO NOT BE­
COME ONE. 

ADMINISTRATION: All periodicals 
and public media will be closely ex­
amined to determine the position of the 
representatives and your candidate for 
Commander-in-Chief. Follow the neces­
sary admin procedures to register and 
vote on 6 November. 

COMMAND AND CONTROL: It's up 
to you. YOU CAN CONTROL WHO 
WILL COMMAND America and her in­
terests in the future. VOTE. 

THAT'S IT. 
SADDLE UP AND MOVE OUT. 
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Sftl~ DINING 

LEAN, MEAN 
CUISINE 
IN 'NAM 

Some of the Food Was Bad 
But Some of It Wasn't Food 

PENTAGON pundits have estimated that 
91 percent of the meals served in Viet­

nam were hot. (See "Feeding the Fighting 
Man ," SOF, June '84) . After I was picked 
up off the floor and slapped out of my hys­
terics at that statement, I started thinking 
about how few of those hot meals I got in 
'Nam. That statement definitely did not 
apply to advisers . I'm not disputing it, mind 
you - REMFs and a lot of Army and Navy 
troops were well-fed . Military advisers 
have a different story . 

Now you ' ll recall that advisers were 
those sterling individuals who: through the 
luck of the Department of the Army draw, 
didn't get sent to their favorite elite U.S . 
unit , one whose neaty-keen shoulder patch 
had a history dating from the Trojan Wars , 
where they could flgh~ in the company of 
other Americans. Instead, they were sent to 
Military Assistance Command Vietnam, 
which automatically destroyed · t!Jeir mili­
tary career~ : no lifeguard jops at the MACY 
Officers' Club swimming pool, but a further 
application of the shaft. Advisers were sent 
to Bcion\eville and told to' Jive with ·a bunch 
of little people with bad breath, poor dental 
habits and 'funny accents, called ARYN. 
Some analysts said the ARVNs (Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam) were possibly the 
worst afmy in history, the Keystone Cops of 
armies. And we taught them everything 
they knew. · 

When I got to my first unit, as a very 
green silver bar ( 1 LT), I learned to my cha­
grin that the SA (Senior Adviser), a major, 
had decreed that his troops would eat Viet­
namese food ·with their counterparts . 
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Thrill. Mom, I don ' t mind dying for my 
country , but I really didn't want to die of 
food poisoning . 

The first meal introduced me to Viet­
namese rice. Actually it was Houston rice, 
from the Blue Ribbon Rice Company, since 
the war had turned Vietnam into a rice im­
porter rather than exporter. No sweat, GI, 'I 
thought. I've eaten rice since I was a child 
growing up in the rice belt of Texas . I like 
rice with butter, Spanish rice, rice pilaf, rice 
and gravy , even rice pudding. 

Wrong, nuoc mam breath. Vietnamese 
cooked their rice with water, usually noth­
ing.else. It was gummy and as appetizing as 
library paste . I would learn to hate rice. I 
didn't just hate rice , I despised, loathed and 
abhorred it. 

For years , all I needed was rice on the 
table, and I'd have a flashback and waste 
everyone in the room wearing black ·pa­
jamas. 

· At first they gave me a tin spoon instead 
of chopsticks'. After a while , though , I was 
expected to be able to use chopsticks . Today 
I have a black belt in chopsticks, but it was a 
near thing whether I'd starve before I 
learned to use the damned things . If you can 
pick up gummy rice '¥ith chopsticks and get 
enough to your mouth to prevent starvation, 
you have accomplished something. By 
comparison , an El Presidente in four 
seconds with all "A" hits with a .45 is 
child's play. 

Also, one ate Vietnamese food while 
squatting. Let me tell you, physical-fitness 
freaks, that if you think you're in good 
shape, try squatting through yournext meal . 

For an occidental there is no such thing as a 
comfortable squatting position . You have to 
be trained from birth by a mama-san for it to 
be comfortable. Otherwise your calves tum 
to strawberry jelly, and the pain of a 12-mile 
run pales by comparison after two minutes, 
36 seconds . 

For a Vietnamese, squatting is Prime 
Position No. 1. They eat, talk, ·work, wait, 
and defecate from the squat. Fro qi what I've 
been told by my luckier (or less ·faithful) 
buddies, the women occasionally make love 
in this position . Sadly , I'll have to take their 
word for it. (Considering the stories of in­
vaginated razor blades and Saigon Suzie the 
Slasher; etc., maybe not so sadly .) 

Back to rice. With it was often a veget­
able, totally unrecognizable, but tasting like 
grass : I don't mean marijuana; I mean the 
stuff you have to mow. Every Texas boy 
learns what grass tastes like from standing 
in a field chewing on a grass ·stalk . ' 

Then there was the mystery meat, usually 
stolen chicken, grenade-harvested fi sh or 
claymore victim . We got more game than 
VC with our c\aymores. For my first meal 
with the ARVNs, as the new guy I was 
"honored" with the delicacy, the chicken 
head . The claws were also a delicacy, I was 
told . · 

B.S. ARVNs didn ' t like chicken heads 
any more than you would . They gave them 
to some poor, dumb Co Van so they could 
watch him barf his dinner, which I did . 

Their method of cooking the chicken was 
unique . They would pull off most of the 
feathers and behead the poor, dumb bird , 
pouring the blood into a ·pan, since it was 
another "delicacy ." Then they'd chop up 
the rest with a dull cleaver in no particular 
pattern , throw it in a pan with some nuoc 
mam (rancid fish-oil sauce), and fry it till it 
was half done . So your bowl had a few 
pieces with bloody , sectioned bone in the 
middle. ·Doesn't being an adviser sound gla­
morous? 

Nuoc mam deserves a few words , all of 
them bad. Once AFVN radio came up with a 
definition of ' 'Numbah ten. '' A nuoc mam 
meal was numbah ten. Once upon a time I 
watched them make nuoc mam. They had a 
board which they mounted on a slant. On 
the bottom was a groove. They sliced up a 
fish on the board, put a bottle by the groove, 
and put everything out in the sun near the Co 
Vans ' tent, where the heat would force an 
oily "sweat" from the fish . Oils oozed 
do~n to the groove, then into the bottle - at 
least until we made them move the board 
across the compound froqi us . I only had to 
call in a heavy fire team and threaten to Iev~I 
the fire base to get them to move it. I guess 
they didn't like the smell, either; they cer­
tainly didn ' t want to move it to their part of 
th<;: compound. 

I learned quite quickly to live off the 
ration Supplement Packs, big cardboard 
boxes of cigarettes (which could be traded 
for anything - an acquaintance saved them 
up and got a stolen jeep) , pipe tobacco 
(cheap, smelly), cigars (which I smoked 
only when in an armor or mech infantry 
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role, not on leg infantry or recon work, as 
they were bad-smelling cheap cigars, and 
Charlie could smell them all the way from 
Thailand) , shoelaces (the single most useful 
item in 'Nam with the possible exception of 
the PRC-25 radio) , and candy (Hershey 's 
tropical chocolate [melted], M&Ms, which 
melted in your pocket , not in your mouth , 
candy bars, etc .) . They also had shaving 
and toothbrushing gear - everything ex­
cept women and booze. I lived primarily on 
candy for my Southeast Asian vacation. 

Wh.en we moved into the field we got 
ARYN rations - a bag of rice from Hous­
ton , a can of tuna or pork, and a can of 
apricots. After a good hump in the 100-
degree temperature and JOO-percent humid­
ity , you'd pour the apricot juice over your 
head, slurp down the apricots , and gag 
down the rest. If you were hungry enough 
that it tasted good , you were ready for inten­
sive care. 

The ARVNs put hot sauce on everything 
to kill the taste of rancid meat. I' m a Texan , 
so I know hot food-Tex-Mex chili (paint 
remover with meat) and nachos with 
jalapeflos (flame thrower on a shingle) . But 
these guys went berserk with hot sauce. 
Once we stopped in a village , where my 
interpreter said a local shop sold French 
sandwiches, and he would get me one . 
" Great! French bread , veggies , meat! I'm 
in heaven! " 

Yes, but after the proprietor had poured 
in enough hot sauce to melt the polar ice 
cap, I lost my enthusiasm. I felt as though I 
were biting into a grenade with the pin 
already pulled. 

Then came " field -expedient" rations . 
We were ambushed and had a fire fight one 
day while I was with I/I ARYN Armored 
Cav , and I called in enough napalm to up Du 
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Pont stock 15 points. The site of the ambush 
was a hill overlooking a road. After the fire 
fight the hill looked as though the devil had 
been throu gh, kicking ass and taking 
names. Everything was black and a burning 
APC surrounded by unexploded 40mm gre­
nades "'.'as the centerpiece. 

We decided to form an NDP (night defen­
sive position) there. Crispy critters lay 
around in the classic, unforgettable pose 
guaranteed to fill your nightmares: arms 
bent beckoningly , fingers in twisted claws , 
and unbelievable smiles on the charred 
faces. 

Fantastic place for dinner, right? 
In the middle of all that horror had been a 

cat, presumably wild. Vietnamese kept cats 
not as pets , but as potential meals , just as 
they did dogs . (Once I had a dog as a Viet­
namese detector, but that's another story .) 
The poor thing looked as if it had been 
running when napalm caught it in mid­
stride . It was now blackened and charred. I 
saw it and was sickened, thinking of my cat 
at home. I felt sorrier for the poor, innocent 
cat than I did for the men who got what they 
deserved. I seldom felt sorry for dead VC. 

The ARVNs leapt upon it like a gold 
nugget. They beheaded it , scraped off the 
char, chopped it up and fried it. No , they did 
not gut it. They ate that part, too . They did 
all this right beside my APC. I ate M&Ms 
and plain rice for three days in order to avoid 
having some of that cat slipped into my 
rations. 

Apparently the SF ate very well. The 
A-Team at Bunard had a concrete-palace 
fortress with a surplus of supply helicopters . 
We were near them supplying road security 
for the Dong-Xoa/Bunard/Song Be road for 
a while, so we went to visit. They had tons 
of beer and steaks galore, fresh from 

Saigon . They didn ' t give them away , 
though . They sold them at two times the PX 
and commissary prices. We ate well until 
our money ran out. It beat the hell out of 
mystery meat and rice. No one ever said the 
SF didn ' t know how to make the most of 
war. 

Ramen soup, commonly called Chinese 
soup , was the savior of many an adviser, 
including me. It was the only thing we could 
buy on the local "economy" that was edible 
to an occidental. Well, there were the 13-
day-old fertile duck eggs . They were OK 
except that the little ducks had feathers by 
then , and they tickled. Occasionally you 
would open your eyes and see what you 
were eating . That could ruin your whole 
day . 

As you can imagine, an adviser's diet 
would leave you either constipated from the 
rice , stricken with diarrhea from the veg­
gies , or infested with worms from the mys­
tery meat. Eventually I got hemorrhoids. 
The doc wanted to send me to Japan. I liked 
him; he sent hangnails to Saigon and any­
thing worse to Japan . But I had to pass. 
Could I tell my grandchildren I was mede­
vacked to Japan because Vietnam gave me a 
pain in the ass? 

So when I got my own team , I said we 
would eat U.S . rations. I would scrounge 
them myself, something I never had any 
trouble doing while in normal operations . 

However, when we were in Cambodia, I 
couldn't get to the rear to scrounge. We 
carried three days ' rations because , logical­
ly enough, we were resupplied every three 
days . When you were humping through the 
woods at near flank , three C-rations a day 
weren ' t enough, just as when you were in 
the rear , two were too many . So we carried 
nine C-rats in our packs in addition to all the 
other stuff one carries in a humping role. 

In our jobs , carrying extra radio batteries 
was more important than extra ammunition . 
Four advisers carried two PRC-25s and four 
batteries . This doesn ' t count ammo, frags, 
smoke grenades, two gallons of water, first­
aid kit , compass , strobe light , AF survival 
knife, switchblade parachute knife, Swiss 
Army knife , spare socks , Kool-aid packs to 
make water dipped from bomb craters palat­
able after filling it full of iodine, CAR-15 or 
Ml6 , .45 , paperback porno novels , writing 
materials , strands of your wife/girlfriend's 
pubic hair , and whatever else you were in­
sane enough to carry into the bush . 

My radio calls for rations were met with 
less and less cooperation. Then a resupply 
chopper came with no rations at all. For 
three days the Co Vans ate ARYN leftovers . 
AR VN leftovers were as rare as chicken 
molars. After three days I was pissed 
enough to tell the CO either food came on 
the resupply chopper, or we got on it and 
came back. 

What could he do , send me to Vietnam? 
C-rats for three or four days came, along 

with a bill. The CO had bought them from a 
commissary. I was livid. Buying C-rats in 

Continued on page 97 
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Sftl~ FEATURE 

SOF ZEROES IN ON A LEGEND 

WHEN THEY CARED 
ENOUGH TO SEND 
THE VERY BEST. • • 
Chargin' Charlie Got the Call 

COL Charles Alvin Beckwith glanced 
up at the stars . There was a slight 

haze, but not enough to block vision. The 
late April night was cool - about 55 de­
grees . Ninety men of Beckwith 's crack De­
lta Force were hunkered down at Desert 
One , about 330 miles southeast of Teheran 
where 53 American hostages were entering 
the ir I 74th day of captivity. 

The C-1 30 Hercules transports that land­
ed the small rescue force stood by on the 
hard-packed desert , loaded with gasoline, 
supplies and bladders of aviation fuel , their 
id ling engines drowning out all but the 
closest voice communication. 

For most of the fli ght to Desert One , 
Beckwith stood just behind the cockpit in 
the lead C- 130 . There was no room to sit. 
Men were bunched on mattresses , and 
equipment dangled from the ceiling. The 
transport was jam-packed to its maxi mum 
gross load . Now his fo rce worked feverish­
ly , manhand ling their rucksacks and equip­
ment about 800 meters a long an un im­
proved dirt road to the helicopter outload 
site. 

Nearby , 44 Iranian civilians from a Mer­
cedes bus, who h·ad been halted by a road 
surveillance team, were guarded by five 
men. To the north , a smuggler' s gasoline 
truck burned fiercely, fired up by two of 
Beckwith ' s force . The possibility of unwel­
come intrusions like these had been fo re­
seen ; they were dealt with swi ftly and 
smoothly. 

But Charlie Beckwith was starting to get 
nervous . His troops had been on the ground 
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fo r45 minutes , and still there was no sign of 
the e ight CH-53D Sea Stallion helicopters 
that would li ft the fo rce to a staging area 
closer to Tehran . Already the choppers were 
30 minutes overdue. While en route to the 
site on the lead C-130 , Beckwith got word 
that two of the giant helicopters were down , 
yet he knew from rehearsals that choppers 
could often land , make repairs and push on. 
But even if two had turned back, where 
were the remaining six ? Beckwith was 
thinking ahead to the " drop-dead time," 
the point at which the mission would have to 
be scrubbed fo r lack of time. 

Ten more minutes passed. Suddenl y the 
first Sea Stallion roared in out of the south . 
Within 10 minutes , chopper number two 
settled in , followed quickly by three and 
four. Finally, one hour and 40 minutes late, 
the last two. straggled in . Six helicopters had 
arrived at Desert One. 

It would be five more days before Beck­
with learned the full extent of the pilots ' and 
crews' exhausting· ordeal as the choppers 
pushed through suspended dust so thick that 
vertigo became common and the special 
night-vision goggles worn by the pilots 
were useless . 

Beckwith 's concern was the mi ssion. 
Time had to be made up , and he was wor­
ried . As he later told reporters , " Beckwith 
gets paranoid because he likes darkness." 
And the desert with no camouflage was not 
the place to be caught at first light. 

After a few colorful words to the helicop­
ter commander, he ordereEI the loaders to 
get cracking and began walking the line of 

choppers from north to south , making sure 
no personnel or equipment were left behind. 

When he got to the third one , the pilot 
climbed down and reported his chopper un­
flyable. 

Quickly, Beckwith called over the Desert 
One commander, Air Force Colonel James 
Kyle , who clambered into the cockpit and 
confirmed that they were now down to five 
flyable helicopters. 

Six good choppers was the cut-off point. 
Continuing with only fi ve meant leav ing at 
least 15 men with equipment behind . Each 
man was responsible fo r several jobs , and, 
without those 15 , the lives of the hostages 
and the rescue force would be endangered 
beyond an acceptable point. 

The shock hit Beckwith hard . The long 
months of training and planning fo r one of 
the most daring and complicated rescue 
missions ever attempted were lost. 

" My god , I am going to fa il ," thought 
Beckwith as he recommended aborting the 
mission to Colonel Kyle . After a short dis­
cussion Kyle asked him , " Would you con­
sider taking five and going ahead? Think 
about it before you answer; you ' re the guy 
who's got to shoulder this, Charlie ." 

But it had all been thought out long be­
fore, and seconds late r , Beckw ith re­
sponded : " Jim , there's just no way. " 

With the watch ticking , the chopper re­
fueling continued and Beckwith ' s men hus­
tled their loads back to the C- I 30s. Beck­
with or another Delta officer entered every 
chopper to make sure all the ir gear was out. 
His men moved up and down the road, 
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checking that no· signatures were left. The 
Iranians, Beckwith perceived, would be out 
there the next day. " They were going to 
muck around the area and see what's hap­
pening," he said later, "so I didn't want to 
leave nothing .... I got all my stuff out of 
there, yessiree." 

Beckwith walked into the cockpit of a 
C- 130 to make sure the pilot didn ' t take off 
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An exhausted Beckwith contemplates the 
carnage during a lull in fighting at Plei Me. 
Photo: UPI 

before all his men were loaded. Then the 
tragedy struck. A Sea Stallion maneuvering 
to a refueling point sliced into a C- 130. 

''I looked out to my left,'' Beckwith said, 
"and a 130 all of a sudden exploded. And it 

G-2. It was Beckwith who prompted 
Bliss to volunteer for his second combat 
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I'll show you diamonds as big as horse 
turds!" 
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was one hell of a fire . " 
Troopers started pouring out of the C­

l 30's side jump door, the only exit open, 
their airborne training and discipline paying 
them back with the biggest dividend of all : 
their lives. But in the forward section of the 
plane, some of the crew were trapped . Four 
men quickly ran back through the explo­
sions and flames and pulled two badly 
burned crewmen from the wreckage. Still, 
the accident cost eight lives. And in the 
chaos that followed , with ammunition 
cooking off in every direction, helicopter 
crews left behind classified documents 
when they abandoned the choppers. 

Not only did the mission fail, but a sense­
less accident turned it into a tragedy as well. 
Charlie Beckwith , the grizzled , hardened 
combat veteran of special operations , sat 
there and cried . 

About 30 minutes after the explosion, 
Beckwith' s C- 130 made a unique takeoff. 
Following a long 90-second roll , the heavily 
loaded Hercules hit a four-foot road 
embankment, shot up and was airborne. 

Elapsed ground time for Beckwith was 
four hours , 58 minutes. 

Next day when his name surfaced as the 
commander of Delta Force, reporters found 
that even his middle initial had been classi­
fied by the Pentagon. But for those who 
follow the shadowy world of special opera­
tions, hard-chargin ' Charlie Beckwith was 
already a legend. 

Many of those who knew him couldn ' t 
believe that old Charlie, with his reputation 
for driving on through any obstacle to 
accomplish his mission , could really have 
been the one to recommend aborting the 
rescue. 

Myriad speculations appeared in the 
press about what "really" happened in the 
desert. But, at a Pentagon press conference 
fo llowing the mission, Beckwith quickly 
acted to dampen this speculation. 

"As my old daddy used to say," Beck­
with growled to a group of slightly awed 
Pentagon correspondents, "perception is a 
very dangerous thing . 

"Who dares, wins, " he' continued , using 
the famous motto of the Special Air Service, 
" but it was a no-win situation. 

" I' m not about to be party to a ha! f-assed 
loading on a bunch of aircraft and going up 
and murdering a bunch of the finest soldiers 
in the world . '' 

Beckwith , of course, wasn't in command 
at Desert One, and "rightly so," he said. 
''because I am not an airplane driver and not 
a helicopter individual. " The next stage 
would have been Delta's show, and Beck­
with is confident they could have done the 
job. By all accounts, his men had performed 
superbly on the parts of the mission they 
carried out. 

' 'They did a supermasterfu l job,' ' said a 
high Washington military official, who 
worked on planning the operation. ''Charlie 
was extremely professional and very , very 
good at preparing his people, and having 
everything ready right down to the ant 's 
eyebrow." With the chaos caused by the 
explosion, "we were damned lucky to have 
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him and his seasoned people in place" to 
expedite the pullback, he continued. 

Depression and disappointment are in­
adequate words to describe the feelings of 
the men after returning to the States. " They 
were very low," said Beckwith . "A lot of 
people were very unhappy. We were very 
disappointed." 

But the greatest disappointment was for 
Charlie Beckwith himself. 

Not only was it to be the first combat test 
of a unit Beckwith had visualized and 
striven to command for most of his 29-year 
military career, but the results were totally 
beyond his control. For a man who lets 
nothing get in the way of completing his 
mission , the despair and frustration were 
almost unbearable. 

Said one friend from Ft. Bragg, "He 
could hardly speak to anybody when he 
came back. " 

I first met " Chargin ' Charlie" Beckwith 
late in the summer of 1967 . He had just been 
promoted to lieutenant colonel and came up 
from the Florida Ranger Camp to take over 
the G-2 intelligence slot of the lO 1st Air­
borne Division at Ft. Campbell, Ky. We 
had only two brigades of the division left at 
Campbell , and both - the 2nd and 3rd 
Brigades - were on alert to join the !st 
Brigade which had been deployed to Viet­
nam in 1965. 

With the alert, the cadre of the Recondo 
School (of which I was a member) were 
designated the nucleus of the Division Long 
Range Patrol Company which in Vietnam 
would come directly under Beckwith as the 
G-2. This was the original Recondo School , 
begun by former division commander GEN 
William C. Westmoreland in the late '50s to 
train selected div ision troops in recon­
commando operations (see ''MACY Re­
condo School ," SOF, September '84). 
Under the initial command of Medal of 
Honor winner COL Lew Millet,. the school 
established a reputation for toughness and 
realism. 

One morning, the school sergeant major 
passed the word: Beckwith would come 
down to the school to lecture the NCO cadre 
on LRP operations. We were gathered in the 
classroom wondering what this Beckwith 
was all about, for the legend of Chargin' 
Charlie had filtered up from the Florida 
Ranger camp. Suddenly, a bull of a man , 
slightly ragged and unkempt at the edges, 
barged into the room. We all snapped to 
attention as L TC Charlie Beckwith strode to 
the front and stepped up on the platform. 

With his hands clasped behind his back, 
he paced back and forth, his eyes boring into 
us with an incredible intensity and his crag­
gy face fixed in what we soon learned to 
recognize as the familiar Beckwith scowl. 

Then he sat down, crossing and uncros­
sing his legs, rolling his cigarette back and 
forth in hi s mouth. Everybody turned 
around and looked at each other, thinking, 
" Who is this crazy bastard?" 

Unexpectedly, he jumped up and whip­
ped around, saying, " Fuck it! Fuck it! You 
sons of bitches want to go back to Vietnam 
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Special Forces troopers from Project Delta 
lead Vietnamese Rangers (background) 
through perimeter wire at Plei Me. Photo: 
UPI. 

and be Long Range Patrols, huh? Well, I'll 
tell you about it. " 

That he did in a gruff voice that sounded 
like gravel rolling along a stream bed at high 
water. And when he finished , we all had a 
damn good idea of what our next tour of 
Vietnam would be like as LRPs. 

In the weeks that followed, we quickly 
learned that Beckwith didn't tolerate fools. 
You were either a " dipshit" or a "pisscut­
ter." If you were a professional , you had a 
friend for life. If you weren ' t , he wouldn't 
talk to you. 

With the Vietnam alert, the Recondo 
School mission was changed to training 
squad leaders and later LRP teams . Much of 
the training had the Beckwith touch - like 
the two giant telegrams from the Depart­
ment of Defense to Mom (the ones your 
mother ought to get) tacked on the -clas­
sroom blackboard. One read , " Dear Mom, 
Your son was killed because he was stu­
pid." And the other: " Dear Mom, Your son 
was killed because his leaders were stu­
pid ." As training aids, they cut right 
through the bull , and as any combat veteran 
knows, those telegrams were often only too 
accurate. 

Another Beckwith innovation was a live­
fire "quick-kill" range which the Recondo 
School set up . It was designed to train 
troops tO engage unexpected targets in a 
tightly controlled environment like the 
jungle and make maximum use of the versa­
tility of the M 16. This was a concept Beck­
with was to refine even further as comman­
derof Delta Force. With practice, one could 
become uncannily fast and deadly at this 
type of instinctive snap shooting. 

Many of us were still trying to take the 
measure of Charlie Beckwith. How much 
was wind and how much was real? One day , 
for example, shortly after setting up the 
quick-kill course, SSGT Roger Brown (now 
captain), another NCO and I were sitting in 
Beckwith 's G-2 office at division headquar­
ters. 

A major with a Military Assistance Com-

Special Forces sergeant laying in Simm 
mortar in defensive perimeter at Plei Me. 
Photo: AP. 

mand Vietnam (MACY) combat patch 
walked by the open door. Beckwith 's eyes 
flashed a look that by now meant laughter to 
us but obviously didn ' t to the major, as 
Charlie bellowed across the room , "Hey, 
soldier, come here! What are you doing 
with that patch on? What patch is that?" 

Of course he knew damn well what a 
MACY patch was , and the major knew he 
knew as he stood in front of Charlie's desk, 
probably wondering how an officer one 
rank his senior could pull him up in front of 
three lounging staff sergeants. But he didn ' t 
wonder long , for after a meek attempt to 
answer, he found that Beckwith's scorn 
took in all non-combat types: " Well , you ' re 
going over there to do some real fighting 
this time. You're not going over there to 
play around." When the major left , we all 
roared with laughter. 

All of the Recondo cadre had been to 
Vietnam at least once, and time was now 
getting short to sign the waiver to go back. 
We'd often come into the orderly room in 
the morning to find Beckwith sitting behind 
the first sergeant's desk with his feet up and 
a sheaf of papers in one hand. 

"When are you signing this paper?" he'd 
ask. Most of us , including myself , eventual­
ly did sign. But, except for two men on the 
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SFC list, we didn't sign for our careers or 
even our country. We signed because Char­
lie Beckwith wanted us to . 

Beckwith has always inspired loyalty. 
Born in Atlanta , Ga. , 22 January 1929, he 
was brought up by his mother and a brother 
after his father died. Beckwith went to 
Atlanta's Brown High and later the Uni­
versity of Georgia where he was enrolled in 
ROTC and became a company commander. 
He didn't have much money and sometimes 
chopped wood to make a few bucks. He also 
developed his well-known driving skills by 
running an occasional load of tax-free liquor 
around the back hills of northern Georgia . 
Clandestine operations came early for Char­
lie. 
OCTOBER 84 

An undamaged Sea Stallion sits behind the 
charred remains of a helicopter at Desert 
One, in the Iranian desert of 
Dasht-E-Kavir. The crash occurred as the 
Sea Stallion and a C-130 were attempting to 
take off after the mission had been aborted. 
Photo: Wide World 

Football was one of his real loves at the 
University of Georgia, where he was offen­
sive tackle under the late Wally Butts. And 
he was good- good enough, in fact, to be 
drafted by the Green Bay Packers in 1952, 
the year he left school. But instead , Beck­
with chose his other loves. He took his 
commission, went Airborne and married 
Katherine , his tall , dark-haired college 
sweetheart. 

Soldiers inspect one NV A killed by ·Rangers 
and Project Delta Special Forces troops as 
they infiltrated into Plei Me camp. 
Identification of bodies as North Vietnamese 
gave SF the first indication of what they 
were up against. Photo: UPI 

Charlie Beckwith was soon a member of 
the crack 82nd Airborne Division at Ft. 
Bragg, N.C. He is remembered by some as 
a damn good regimental football coach. But 
in 1958, he gravitated to Special Forces 
where his guts, resourcefulness and indi­
vidualism found a home. Charlie's years 
with the 77th SF Group - redesignated the 
7th in 1960 - were formative ones . 

In the late 1950s, North Vietnam drama­
tically increased its military aid to the Lao­
tian communists - the Pathet Lao. Truck 
convoys of up to 300 vehicles were sighted 
entering Laos loaded with munitions, food 
and NVA troops . By early summer, 1959, 
the NVA 335th Division, made up of Lao­
tian "volunteers," began operating in Laos 
with its HQ just across the border in North 
Vietnam. Ethnic Vietnamese units were not 
long behind. And, beginning in December 
1960 and continuing until early 1962, 
Soviet aircraft flew hundreds of sorties, de­
livering more than 3,000 tons of supplies, 
including artillery and radar, to the Pathet 
Lao. 

The main U.S. response for bolstering 
anti-communist forces was Operation 
White Star, begun in 1959 (see "Bull in 
Indochina Shop," "White Star Warriors ," 
"Fire in the Hole," SOF, January , April , 
May '84) . Mobile SF teams trained Laotian 
NCOs and officers at the academies, and in 
remote mountain areas recruited and orga­
nized Hmong (Meo) tribesmen. 

COL Arthur D. " Bull" Simons (see 
" Requiem fora Warrior, " SOF, November 
'79) took the first group of about I 07 people 
to Laos in 1959. Simons also commanded 
half of the second six-month cycle for which 
Beckwith, then a captain, arrived in 1 anuary 
1960. Beckwith led Team A-51, one of 14 
A-teams in the country at the time. 

Simons, who was later to lead the Son 
Tay raid into North Vietnam, always had a 
high regard· for Beckwith , but according to 
BG Donald G. Blackbum, "Putting the two 
of them together was like putting two wild­
cats out." 

One SF officer remembers the Bull tell­
ing him at Ft. Bragg, "Goddamn that Beck­
with! He just thinks the best way to get a guy 
to do something is put him under his heel 
and grind him down. I'm going to have to 
straighten that one out.' ' 

Certainly, a little heel-grinding was well 
entrenched in Beckwith 's repertoire, and 
tact was never one of his strong points . But 
none would deny that Charlie Beckwith 
looked after the men in his command, and 
that his response was both direct and im­
mediate when someone tried messing with 
them. One of Beckwith ' s team sergeants 
from White Star remembers how Charlie 
handled one situation in Laos: 

Continued on page 80 
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Sf)I~ T&E 
Johann Strubreither, Glock factory 
engineer, fires the Glock 17 pistol. 

PLASTIC 
PERFECTION 
SOF Expert Gives 
Glock-17 Great 
Grades 
Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 

Left side view of Glock 17 pistol shows 
slide stop and disassembly lever. 
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THE best pistol will not win the current 
XM9 (Personal Defense Weapon 

- PDW) trials . The finest military pistol 
in the world today, in my opinion, is not 
entered in the XM9 tests. 

Currently in service only with the Aus­
trian Army, the revolutionary Glock 17 
pistol was withheld from the U.S. XM9 
trials at the behest of its inventor, Gas­
ton Glock, who would not accept U.S. 
government requirements to release the 
winning contender's production and pa­
tent rights to open bidding. The Glock 
pistol represents an entirely new era in 
small arms technology. Glock would 
have submitted his pistol only if guaran­
teed production rights. However, this sti­
pulation does not conform to procedures 
practiced by the DOD. 

In May 1980, when the Austrian Army 
opened bidding for a new service pistol, 
Glock didn't know the difference be­
tween a revolver and a semiautomatic 
pistol. His small company, employing 
only 38 people and located in the village 
of Deutsch-Wagram just outside Vien­
na, had been in existence only since 
1963. Glock, whose personal back­
ground is that of a mechanical engineer 
specializing in machine tool construc­
tion, had developed and provided the 
Austrian Army with a heterogeneous 
mix of products, all of which combined 
his unique talents in the fields of both 
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metallurgy and plastics. Glock produces 
nondisintegrating (but detachable) links 
for the MG74-3 machine gun (Austrian 
nomenclature for the MG42 in 7.62mm 
NATO), military fighting knives, entren­
ching tools and training grenades. 

Gathering several weapons experts 
together, Glock asked them what fea­
tures the ideal combat pistol would pos­
sess. In several areas their consensus 
was unanimous. The pistol should be 
capable of instant and instinctive per­
formance. Any consideration of whether 
the pistol is in a safe or fire mode should 
be eliminated, if possible. Absolute re­
liability and simplicity of design were 
also stressed. Glock then tested and ev­
aluated the most highly regarded pistols 
available and reviewed all existing pa­
tents. Within six months he had a work­
ing prototype. Glock's startling response 
will stand as a hallmark in innovation 
and the application of advanced tech­
nology for generations to come. 

Glock's pistol has a unique plastic 
frame which still manages to retain a 
more-or-less classical appearance . 
Fabricated in a manner and of materials 
Glock will not divulge (understandably) , 
four steel guide rails are integrated into 
the molding to accommodate the slide. 
This has, of course, resulted in a con­
siderable reduction in overall weight. At 
21 .175 oz., empty, the Glock 17 (refer-

ring to its magazine capacity) compares 
favorably with its competition . The HK 
P7 weighs 27.5 oz., the SIG-Sauer P226 
is 26.25 oz., the Steyr GB is 29.6 oz., the 
Beretta 92SB is 34.5 oz. and the vener­
able Colt M1911A1 is almost twice as 
heavy at 39.5 oz. Loaded with a full 
magazine (also made of plastic) of 17 
rounds, the Glock pistol weighs only 
30.1 oz. - just .5 ounce more than an 
empty Steyr GB! 

The overall envelope is as compact as 
it is light. With a length of only 7.4 inches 
and a height of 5.2 inches, the Glock 17 
is only 1.2 inches thick. In addition, the 
plastic frame's elastic qualities absorb a 
significant portion of the counter recoil­
ing forces during firing. The Glock frame 
is also more durable under the distortion 
of hard shock and dropping than steel or 
aluminum, having successfully passed 
a two-meter drop test from all angles of 
contact. The frame's final advantage lies 
in the area of cost-effectiveness. 

Glock's only condescension to con­
ventionality is the pistol 's method of op­
eration, which is those of the Browning 
pattern. Recoil operated, the barrel is 
locked up in the slide by a single lug 
which recesses into the ejection port, 
somewhat in the manner of the SIG­
Sauer P220/P225/P226 series. The bar­
rel thus moves rearward with the slide 
about 3mm until the bullet leaves the 
barrel and pressures drop to the safe 
level. At this time the barrel drops down­
ward, separating from the slide and ter­
minating any further motion. The slide's· 
continued rearward movement and re­
turn cycle are those of the Browning 
types. 

The Glock pistol 's most distinctive fe­
ature is its so-called Safe Action trigger 
system. A wide outer trigger encompas­
ses a small inner trigger, both fabricated 
from plastic. The outer trigger cannot be 
actuated, such as by contact with the 
holster, unless the middle trigger is first 
depressed . This two-component 
mechanism which can be pulled only 
from the center, not the edges, consti­
tutes the pistol 's first fail-safe. There is 
no manual thumb safety and no ham­
mer. The trigger mechanism consists of 
two stages. Stage one has a pull of 
approximately 2.2 lbs. and travel of 0.25 
inch. During this stage three things 
occur: (1) The firing pin is fully cocked 
[it's always half cocked] ; (2) the firing pin 
safety is released [the second safety in 
the sequence] ; and (3) the previously 
blocked trigger rod is released [the final 
safety]. At the second stage all slack has 
been taken up and we are at the point of 
release. Five pounds of pressure will 
draw the sear down along the oblique 
surface of the control spring, release the 
firing pin and fire the round. (The abs­
ence of a hammer increases lock time 
considerably.) If the trigger is pulled 
without a cartridge in the chamber, it 
remains rearward. It can be reset by 
pulling the slide back about 1 Omm. 
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Glock 17 pistol was buried in sand pile 
during Kokalis' test and evaluation. 

Glock 17 pistol field stripped. 

Glock 17 pistol in plastic holster with 
hooks tor wear on U.S.-type web gear. 

Closeup of Sate Action trigger system 
described in text. 

The entire Glock 17 pistol consists of 
only 33 parts. Investment casting pro­
cesses are not used on any of the steel 
components. The square-cut slide is 
milled from a single block of steel. Ev­
erything is manufactured at the Glock 
plant except springs and the cold-forged 
barrel stock which is obtained from Fer­
lach. The barrel, machine finished by 
Glock, has an unusual bore profile in­
termediate between conventional lands 
and grooves and a polygonal configura­
tion that offers superior barrel_ life. The 
original barrels were of the land and 
groove type. Even though there was no 
significant degradation of accu racy 
potential until 15,000 rounds had been 
fired, Glock opted for the improved bar­
rel. The barrel is 4.5 inches long with six 
grooves and a right-hand twist. 

The sight radius is 6.5 inches. The 
ramped front sight is 0.12 inch wide. The 
rear sight notch is 0.13 inch wide. The 
rear sight is adjustable for windage zero 
by tapping right or left in its dovetail on 
the slide. Different heights are available 
corresponding to various types of 9mm 
Parabellum ammunition. 

The slide stop release is mounted on 
the left side of the frame directly below 
the slide, where it can be manipulated 
with ease by the thumb of the shooting 
hand. The magazine catch-release but­
ton is also where it belongs - on the left 
side of the frame, directly to the rear of 
the trigger guard. The plastic magazines 
are light, yet they fall freely from the 
magazine well. Holes in the rear of the 
magazine housing indicate the number 
of remaining rounds. The trigger guard 
is moderately hooked for those who 
wish to employ its use with the support 
hand. 

The grip-to-frame angle is somewhat 
steeper than competing designs, but the 
pistol points instinctively and - despite 
its large magazine capacity - the grip 
sits well in normal-sized hands. As the 
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~ 17 AVSTRIA 9x19 

Glock 17 pistol 
with issue 
plastic holster, 
also 
manufactured 
by Glock. View 
looking down 
into the frame 
assembly. 
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GLOCK 17 SPECIFICATIONS 
Caliber: 9x19mm (Parabellum) 
Operation: Short recoil, barrel locks with single lug into the ejection 

port, semiautomatic, hammerless, Safe Action 
double-trigger system 

Weight, 
without magazine: 
with full magazine: 

Overall length: 
Height: 
Width: 

21.175 oz. 
30.1 oz. 
7.4 inches 
5.2 inches 
1.2 inches 

Barrel: 
Barrel length: 

6 grooves, right-hand twist 
4.5 inches 

Magazine: Staggered box type, plastic construction, 1.575 oz., 
17-round capacity 

Number of parts, 
including magazine: 33 

Sights: Front: ramped (0.12" thick); Rear: square notch (0.13" 
wide) adjustable for windage zero; 6.5-inch sight 
radius 

Manufacturer: Glock Ges. m.b .H., Produkte aus Kunststoffe, 
Metallwaren, und Holz. 2232 Deutsch-Wagram, 
Hausfeldstrasse 17, Austria 

Status: In service with the Austrian Army. Not currently 
imported into the U.S. 

frame is plastic, the pistol is decidedly 
muzzle heavy - also a desirable char­
acteristic. 

Disassembly procedures are quite 
straightforward. Remove the magazine 
and clear the chamber. Pull the trigger 
(with the pistol pointed in a safe direc­
tion!). Jack the slide back 2 to 3mm and 
simultaneously depress the two spring­
loaded disassembly levers (located on 
each side of the frame above the trigger 
guard) downward. The slide can now be 
pulled forward off the frame. Separate 
the barrel , recoil spring and guide rod 
from the slide. Reassemble in the re­
verse order. Make certain the frame's 
four steel guide rails are mated to the 
slide's guide slots. Remember, the slide 
cannot be replaced unless the trigger 
mechanism is in the pulled position. Pull 
the slide rearward until the two dis­
assembly levers engage. 

By May 1982 Glock submitted sam­
ples and a price proposal to the Austrian 
Army. His offer was 25-percent lower 
than the next lowest bidder. As the 
Glock pistol was somewhat of an enig­
ma, the Austrian Army test facility de­
cided that it must first pass a preliminary 
fi ring test-10,000 rounds with no more 
than 20 stoppages. The 10,000 rounds 
were fired with only one malfunction! 
This test was waived for the other con­
tenders as it was assumed they would 
be able to complete this portion of the 
trials. 

Tests of function and parts durability 
included firing under conditions of ex­
treme heat, ice, sand and mud; a drop 
test (2 meters onto a steel plate - muz­
zle and rear) ; oiled and unlubricated 
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functioning ; and the firing of normal, low­
and high-pressure ammunition (the 
high-pressure requirement was double 
NATO specifications - 5,000 BAR 
[56,000 psi]) . 

The test parameters also included 
accuracy pote~tial on the first shot (a hit 
within 2 seconds was required from a 
holstered gun) ; second-shot hit poten­
tial ; precision shooting at 25 meters; 
magazine capacity (if the magazine 
capacity was 16 rounds or more only 
one issue magazine with each pistol 
was required; if less than 16 rounds, 
then two issue magazines were re­
quired); energy levels; handling charac­
teristics; steps required to make ready; 
wdight; dimensions; direction of case 
ejection ; steps required to change 
magazines with the shooting hand ; 
maintenance (no tools are required to 
completely disassemble the Glock 
pistol) ; parts strength ; storage capacity ; 
and necessary cleaning equipment. 
Training parameters such as the time 
required to train shooters, the number of 
parts manipulated to place the weapon 
into operation, and the possibility of dry­
fire exercises were also evaluated. 

The Glock 17 won hands down. No 
other competing pistol was even close. 
Glock was awarded the entire Austrian 
Army contract of 25,000 units plus spare 
parts. Delivery will be completed by 
1985. After the manufacture of every 
3,000 pistols, a gun picked at random 
must pass a 10,000-round firing test with 
parts assembled from five different un­
its. 

Five thousand miles is a long way to 
travel just to shoot another 9mm pistol. 

But the Glock 17 is not just another pis­
tol. I must admit, however, that my initial 
reaction was genuine skepticism. Is no­
thing sacred anymore? Now they're 
even making pistol frames out of plas­
tic? In our pop culture "plastic" has 
come to mean vacuous or devoid of sub­
stance. Yet, plastic is a salient featu re of 
the Glock design. Not only the frame, but 
the triggers and magazine as well are 
made of this material. 

The proof of the pudding , in this inst­
ance, is in the firing . And the Glock 17 
does that quite well, thank you . The 
specimen I was handed to test had 
already fired 8,000 rounds without a 
single malfunction. During the hundreds 
of rounds we fired, I experienced one 
stoppage - a failure to eject - much to 
the embarrassment of Herr Glock. The 
pistol digested an unbelievable assort­
ment of ammunition : Austrian Hirten­
berg , German Geco, Federal hollow 
points , Winchester-Western Silvertip 
hollow points, Finnish Lapua, Israeli 
Eagle , Norma, Remington , Czech , 
Spanish, and W-W ball. It will success­
fully feed all currently popular 9mm pro­
jectile types. We also buried the pistol in 
a sand pile, retrieved it, shook it off brief­
ly, and then continued the firing sequ­
ences without any further stoppages. 

What a pleasure to fi re so many 
rounds from the mod ifi ed Weaver 
stance without the slightest trace of 
hammer bite! The grip almost seems to · 
mold its configuration to the individual 
hand. The frame's amazing elasticity re­
duces felt recoil considerably. The 
accuracy potential is significantly en­
hanced by the barrel 's positive lockup in 
the ejection port. With a clean, constant 
trigger system, hit probability is quite 
high. The Safe Action trigger mechan­
ism should pose no problem to even the 
rankest amateur. 

Safe , reliable , accurate , instantly 
ready, easy to maintain, a minimal num­
ber of parts, light, compact, durable 
(almost indestructible), low felt recoil, a 
large capacity magazine, simplified 
training, and natural, instinctive pointing 
qualities - the Glock 17 possesses ev­
ery single charateristic anyone has ever 
dreamed of having in a combat pistol. I 
have only one major critiCism: It is not 
yet available in the U.S. 

An importer has not been selected to 
date. Furthermore, the pistol will have 
difficulty passing the BATF factoring 
system for imported handguns. The 
plastic frame will lose points, as max­
imum credit is granted to all-steel 
frames. At the very least, the BATF has 
informed me that a metal plate contain­
ing the serial number (which is now 
marked on the slide) will have to be 
molded into the frame. If the import 
situation is resolved, other pistol manu­
facturers have much to fear from the tiny 
village of Deutsch-Wagram. The price is 
expected to be extremely competitive. 

~ 
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I SOI~ FEATURE 

OS SALUTE 
CinC 

SOF Takes to the Field with 
the ''Reagan Battalion'' 

by Alexander M.S. McColl / 
l 

THEY can't vote for their man in the 
U.S. elections, but you can bet all 

the Salvos' ballots would read ' '.re-elect 
Ronnie" if the soldiers the latest SOF 
training team met in El Salvador could 
claim U.S. citizenship. It would be dis­
loyal :_ perhaps professional suicide -
for a trooper from El Salvador' s Batall6n 
de Infanteria Anti-Terrorista Reagan to 
back any other candidate. 

The Salvadorans are aware of and 
grateful for Reagan's support of their 
cause and of the opposition he has had to 
overcome. So, Lt. Col. Jorge Adalberto 
Cruz got permission of the Estado Mayor 
to name the new unit after U.S. President 
Ronald Reagan . 

Sunday, 20 May 1984, an I I-man 
SOF team arrived aboard a Salvadoran 
Air Force (Fuerza Aerea Salvadorena -
FAS) C47 to begin three days of training 
in San Francisco Gotera - what used to 
be called "guerrilla-dominated" Murazan 
Province. 

A year ago that might have been true, 
and the Gs still control everything north 
of the Torola River. But during the last 
year the commander in Morazan has been 
Cruz, dark, soft-spoken, boyish-looking, 
and universally rated as the best field 
commander on the government side in El 
Salvador. And he dominates everything 
south of the Torola River. 

Since counterinsurgency is the MOS of 
the Reagan Battalion, the SOF team de­
termined to organize training around the 
requirements of troops who chase guerril­
las. After good light infantry tactics , the 
most important discipline in COIN ops is 
the use of mortars . Ben Jones and Liam 
O'Hart were our mortar training team. 

Jones rooted through San Francisco's 
stores and found two Yugoslav 120mm 
mortars. One didn't have a bipod assem­
bly , and the few rounds had Slavic mark­
ings. No one seemed eager to fire them. 
There were U.S. Ml 8lmm mortar parts, 
too, but they were in good shape, despite 
their World War II manufacture: five 
tubes, four base-plates, and one service­
able bi pod assembly . One more bipod 
was available, but its cross-level worm­
gear was worn and binding. 

This meant we had exactly one com­
plete, serviceable, 40-year-old 81mm 
mortar to support four infantry battalions. 

(One of Cruz ' objectives is to get one 
truly operational 8lmm mortar for each 
of his battalions. The standard U.S. 
Army issue is three 8ls per rifle com­
pany, plus four 4.2-inch mortars at th(', 
battalion level. Rattling C47s, these 
ancient mortars, tired Mauser rifles and 
M 1 carbines carried by some of the 
Guardia Nacional troops are often older 
than the fathers of most of the troops.) 

So Ben Jones collected components 
amounting to one complete mortar, some 
ammunition, a truck and most of the 
mortar platoon and went out to the air­
strip. There he had them set tip and fire a 
couple of rounds just to see how they did 
it. As the book says, diagnostic testing 
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refines the estimate of the training situa­
tion. Then you don ' t waste time teaching 
the troops what they already know. Jones 
and O 'Hart - assisted by SOF' s Steven 
Salisbury working as translator - de­
cided to spend the next three days on the 
basics of mechanical instruction and crew 
drill. 

Two bipods were borrowed from San 
Miguel , making three complete mortars. 
With these additions to the arsenal , some 
30 men were taught the basics of 8 1 mm 
crew drill, firing procedures and mecha­
nical training. 

Cruz had 140 troops - four platoons 
each of 35 to 40 men - to be trained 
with M 16 rifles. One platoon of 40 
trained with Phil Medley and Frank Keef­
er, with a Teniente Cross as assistant in­
structor and interpreter. Another platoon 
of 36 men was given to Jim Freeland, 
Larry Henry and Jim Whitlock , with a 
Cadet Diaz as assistant instructor and in­
terpreter. The idea was that these officers 
and the NCOs with the troops would 
learn by watching the Gringos and thus 
be better able to teach the rest of the 
troops. 

The Keefer and Freeland teams went 
out to look at and set up their respective 
ranges. These were not formally con­
structed ranges as might be found on an 
American Army or Marine Corps installa­
tion. A poligono is merely a place, an 
open area facing a hill that serves as a 
backstop. You bring your own targets, 
pace off and locate your firing lines, and 
try to keep the cows and goats out of the 
area. Keefer's team had an area up the. 
hill south of town, and Freeland drew the 
poligono out by the airstrip. Each at least 
had a large shade tree for conducting sit­
down classes and taking breaks; not a 
small advantage under the tropical sun 
and sweltering humidity under which we 
were working. 

By the end of Sunday, Keefer and 
Freeland reported that their ranges were 
in order, and that they were prepared to 
start with Ml6 basics in the morning. 

Rifle training began Monday morning, 
21 May. SOF's weapons training not 
only taught marksmanship and mainte­
nance; it helped Salvadoran soldiers find 
and fix - or discard - defective 
weapons. That has an immediate effect 
on combat efficiency . The class on basic 
assembly, disassembly , care and cleaning 
of the rifle is a vehicle for having a thor­
ough look at the weapons and correcting 
bad maintenance habits such as not clean­
ing the weapon at all or applying too 
much oil. The 25-meter zero exercise 
turns up broken and frozen sights so they 
can be corrected. 

In each of the platoons being trained 
on the Ml6, one or two soldiers simply 
couldn't shoot at all , three or four could 
have been trained as snipers, and a lot in 
the middle got decent zeros on their 
weapons, showed real improvement in 
shooting, and learned confidence in their 
basic weapon. All the troops under in-

44 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

Departing warrior: Former Morazan 
Province commander Lt. Col. Cruz poses 
with SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown before leaving El Salvador for the 
U.S. Army War College. 

CRUZ 'N MORAZAN 

Of all the frayed and time-worn 
epithets from the Vietnam War, perhaps 
none is as ragged as' 'winning hearts and 
minds." Gaining the support of the 
civilian population was and is the crux of 
a successful counterinsurgency. 

Responsible leadership within the 
Salvadoran military must inspire new 
vigor and seriousness in winning hearts 
and minds. Morazan Province. the nest 
of guerrilla activity in El Salvador, is 
perhaps the ultimate test of that lead­
ership. For the past year, Lt. Col. Jorge 
Adalberto Cruz, commander of Mora­
zan Province, has given a fine demon­
stration of political savvy and military 
tenacity. During his 12-month tour of 
duty, Cruz has seen to it that Morazan 
gets top priority when it comes to troops 
and available equipment. 

A balance of tight security and relaxed 
rapport with the people of Morazan 
would seem to be a contradiction, but 
Cruz has managed it. A zealous anti­
communist, Cruz is sensitive to politi­
cal, cultural and military considerations. 
Rejecting brute force, he has empha­
sized increased intelligence to head off 
the depredations of communist guerril­
las. Instead of reacting to communist 
offensives, Cruz averts enemy action be­
fore it becomes a threat to population 
centers. His security system has been so 
successful that travel after dark in Mora­
zan is no longer a dangerous undertak­
ing . 

Lt. Col. Cruz wins hearts and minds. 
With his stint as commander of Morazan 
at an end. Cruz will round out his mili­
tary training at the Inter American De­
fense College in Washington. 

- SOF Staff 

struction were disciplined, eager, quick 
and attenti ve. After all , a glance over 
their shoulders showed them Cacahuaci­
que Cordillera - the local Marlboro 
Country. Moving targets and non­
simulated casualties would soon replace 
training aids. Salvadoran officers and 
NCOs with these platoons also benefited: 
They are now better-qualified mortar and 
M 16 instructors. 

Chester Golden , a Vietnam LRRP 
team leader and registered nurse, worked 
with Dr. Alcides Caballero to train en­
listed medics in basic life-saving proce­
dures. The two also conducted first-aid 
and field sanitation classes. especially to 
some troops of the Cacahuatique Batta­
lion at Osicala, and distributed 1,500 
pounds of donated medical supplies. 

The three days of training were a lot of 
hot, hard work , but results justified the 
sweat. 

And there were compensations. Cruz 
took the team to Jocoro, Morazan's 
second largest town, in the southern end 
of Morazan. The Lenca Battalion calls 
Jocoro home, holding the town and 
securing a critical east-west road that 
runs from the border with Honduras to 
the east to San Miguel. We got to see 
some of their night ambush patrols mov­
ing off at a crossroads east of the town. 
The experienced eye can tell , just by not­
ing the way troops move out, if they 
know what they' re doing: These did. 

Later in the evening we were briefed 
by the battalion commander, entertained 
by Salvadoran guitar music and singing 
by the troops, and escorted on a paseo 
through the town, which was holding its 
local fiesta. Driving home by moonlight 
was tense, but there was no contact or in­
cident . .. other than nearly running over 
a drunk sleeping in the road. 

Later we also got a brief look at two 
Yugoslav M56 105mm howitzers. These 
were weapons apparently purchased some 
time after the 1968 Soccer War with 
Honduras. Cruz told me that they were 
old and heavy , but that was all the artil­
lery support he had. We also collected 
the serial numbers off three captured 
9mm Sterling SMGs, and samples of 
7 .62mm NATO cartridges, which Cruz' 
people thought were Soviet made . Peter 
Kokalis tells us these are Bulgarian. The 
Bulgarians tried to murder the Pope, and 
now they supply ammunition to the re­
bels . 

Wednesday afternoon, 23 May , since 
Cruz was in San Salvador, his second-in­
command, Lt. Col. Leopoldo Segovia, 
held a ceremony for the graduates of the 
mortar course. SOF patches were pre­
sented to the graduates, and each member 
of the SOF team was given a Reagan 
Battalion T-shirt. 

Everybody had to head back Friday -
they were, after all unpaid volunteers 
with families , jobs and responsibilities 
(five paid their own way) - so late 
Wednesday afternoon we loaded up on 
the cuartel's minibus , and on a pickup 
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with an escort of four soldiers, and drove 
to San Miguel. The road would not have 
been safe a year ago . 

The plan was to get the air taxi from 
San Miguel to Ilopango, since just this 
once, the FAS couldn ' t get a bird up to 
San Francisco to pick us up . The prob­
lem is that there ar~ no navigation aids, 
not even runway lights at San Francisco 
airstrip, and altogether too often in the 
rainy season the place gets weathered in . 
At San Miguel we were met by a real 
gully-washer of a tropical rainstorm, and 
all flying was cancelled until morning. 
So we imposed on the hospitality of the 
3rd Brigade and Colonel Guzman , Col­
onel Monterrosa's second in command, 
and bunked down at the cuartel there. 

What did it all accomplish? Seventy­
six troops learned basics on their Ml 6s , 
the 30-man mortar platoon got a thorough 
review of crew drill , and several junior 
officers and NCOs got some exposure to 
U.S. techniques of instruction in these 
subjects. 

But there's more to it than that. 
These men - men with substantial 

military and weapons qualifications and 
experience - come, on their own time 
as unpaid volunteers, supported by their 
own or SOF's money , to help the Salva­
dorans in their war to keep their country. 
We, then , are visible proof that there are 
also Americans who are willing to help, 
and not just because that's the job they ' re 
hired to do. 

We do not criticize the Mil Group or 
the other Americans on the official 
payroll in El Salvador. All of them 
whom we've met are competent and de­
dicated . Within the unreasonable limits 
on numbers, resources and where they 
can go - imposed on them by higher au­
thority - they do well and accomplish 
more than anyone could reasonably ex­
pect. 

But the official, governmental effort 
emerges as an act of policy from 
Washington . SOF teams , however small , 
can go places and do things forbidden to 
the Mi l Group - to their deep regret -
like writing this article. We are proof that 
there is more to American support of Sal­
vadoran independence and democracy 
than vacillating offical policy that may 
entirely reverse itself every four years. 

While U.S . foreign policy turns on the 
fort unes of elections, the Salvadorans 
show they know who their friends are: 
One wonders whether the communist-led 
anti-American terrorists on the other side 
will fo llow suit and name battalions after 
Chris Dodd , Teddy Kennedy , Steve 
Solarz or Jane Fonda . ~ 

Newly formed Reagan Antiterrorist Bn. 
marches through streets of San Francisco 
Gotera. 

Team members receive Reagan Bn. 
T-shirts. Left to right before table: Jim 
Freeland, Ben Jones and Alex McColl. 

SOFer Liam O'Hart coaches Reagan Bn. 
troops through intricacies of mortar aiming. 
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A present for the Russians: Kabul Cocktail 
in the making. 

OCTOBER 84 



SOLDIER of Fortune has scored a num­
ber of technical intelligence coups in 

Afghanistan: ·bringing back th e fir s t 
5.45mm rounds for evaluation, the first 
Soviet body armor, the first chemical filters 
from a BMP infantry fighting vehicle , 
among others; and conducting the first" 
open-source tests of the AKS-74 rifle , the 
AKR cut-down assault rifle, and the AGS-
17 grenade launcher (see box , p. 00 , for a 
bibliography of these articles). 

The latest Soldier of Fortune mission sent 
into the area - Karen McKay of the Com­
mittee for a Free Afghanistan and myself­
certainly covered a few interesting collec­
tions of ordnance . We were looking for 
Moscow's latest and most exotic contribu­
tions to the creation of human misery , pre­
ferab ly items that have until now been un­
known in the West. Karen's contacts among 
the Afghans literally opened doors to us, 
and I was able to determine what was com­
mon , garden-variety stuff and what was 
really interesting - one of the times being 
an expert in Soviet weaponry is useful. 

We had a good look at some new and 
exciting hardware : a Soviet copy of the 
Claymore mine, an antipersonnel bomblet, 
a new antitank weapon. We also found out 
some new information about some of the 
hardware that has eluded our grasp: the 
Hind helicopter, the T-72 tank and others. 
An old Russian proverb says , " If the only 
tool you have is a hammer, treat everything 
like a nail. " The Soviets have fashioned 
themselves some powerful hammers, but 
the Afghans still prove a very stubborn nail . 

The Afghans themselves use relatively 
few unusual weapons. Most of the guerrillas 
we saw were using different versions of the 
7.62mm Kalashnikov - AK-47s, both 
fixed-stock AK Ms , and folding-stock 
AKMSs. They also have a lot of Lee­
Enfields. It seemed the older guerrillas pre­
ferred the Lee-Enfield , the younger guys the 
Kalashnikovs . Light machine guns are also 
mainly Soviet 7.62mm types: PKMs , RPKs 
and RPDs , while a variety of mines and the 
RPG-7 - now , thankfully , available in lar­
ger numbers than in the past - take on the 
world's largest armored army. The only 
place where the Afghans ' love of indi­
viduality comes out is in their pistols, which 
consist of just about everything under the 
sun, communist and Western , cowboy and 
Indian . I swear one guy had what looked 
like a sawed-off .50-caliber. 

The journalist in Afghanistan can often 
be detected by his downcast eyes - looking 
for PFM-1 plastic " butterfly" mines-and 
cocked ears - listening for helicopters. But 
the claim that the Soviets control only what 
is within range of their guns seems true . 
You can go for miles and not see a trace of 
enemy action. They bomb and then go 
away, but looking for weapons can be 
hazardous in itself. The Afghans tend to be 
rather lax about weapons-safety procedures: 
They have been known to recover mines 
simply by picking them up and taking them 
home. No sissy defusing! Reports of explo­
sions in Afghan headquarters in Peshawar 
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or elsewhere are not evidence of intergroup 
fighting , but rather someone being careless 
with the souvenirs during a party. This li­
mited the photographs we could take of 
some of the hardware. I was also not going 

MON-50 SOVIET CLAYMORE 
MINE. The Soviets have always been ready 
to acquire , by purchase or by simply steal­
ing , military technology which they require 
but have not been able to create themselves. 
We discovered the latest example of this in 
Afghanistan - a direct copy of the U.S. 
Ml8AI Claymore mine . Designated by the 
Soviets as the MON-50 (Miny ye Osko­
Jochony m Napravleniem , antipersonnel 
mine with directional fragments) , a partially 
detonated example of the Soviet Claymore 
copy was recovered in Kunar Province in 
July 1983. 

The MON-50 design appears to follow 
that of the Ml8Al very closely indeed . It 
uses a form of plastic explosive , similar to 
the C-4 used in the U.S. mine. The frag­
mentation matrix, however, appears to be a 
metal grid , etched to detonate into rectangu­
lar fragments , rather than the steel spheres 
of the U.S. mine. A section of this grid can 
be seen with the mine in the photographs. 
The MON-50 can be detonated either with a 
pull or trip wire or electrically. The effec­
tive area swept by fragments can be deter­
mined by the shape of the charge and is 
probably the same as the Ml 8A 1: 50 meters 
in a 60-degree arc . 

The MON-50 is probably a relatively re­
cent addition to the Soviet arsenal. This one 
bears a I 979 date of manufacture . The 
Soviets have revealed very little about their 
directional fragmentation mines, other than 
mentioning the existence of two others , the 
MON- JOO and MON-200 . No information 
on the MON-50 has previously appeared in 
open Western sources . 

to point a flash near the RPG-16 round. 
Piezo-electric fuses can do funny things 
with strange electrical impulses if they have 
been damaged , and I am not betting on 
Soviet quality control. 

Communist copy of a claymore: MON-50 
directional fragmentation mine makes an 
appearance in Afghanistan. 

The use of the MON-50 in Afghanistan 
appears to be relatively limited . Few mu­
jahideen were familiar wi th it. Hassan 
Gailani , military chairman of the National 
Is lamic Front of Afghanistan , had seen 
them used in action as part of the perimeter 
defenses of Soviet and Kabu l Regime out­
posts. There have been no reports yet of 
them being used in ·ambushes by Soviet 
forces. 

SOVIET BOMBLET. The " prestige 
media" discovered the cluster bomb during 
the 1982 Lebanon War. Israeli use of these 
weapons was vigorously attacked fo r its in­
humane killing. The Afghan guerri llas, who 
avidly listen to radio broadcasts , wondered 
why these same media ignored the Soviet 
use of cluster bombs throughout their in­
volvement in Afghanistan . 

This bomblet was found in Kunar Pro­
vince in I 983. Unexploded bombs and 
bomblets are common in Afghanistan. One 
Afghan guerri ll a leader estimated that 
Soviet air-delivered ordnance had a dud rate 
of at least LO percent , possibly as high as 20 
percent. NATO planners estimate a five­
percent dud rate, so the Soviets are 
apparently having trouble either with the 
quality control of their weapons or the way 
they are armed and delivered on target. 

Little has been written about Soviet clus­
ter bombs, even though these have been in 
the Soviet inventory at least since the late 
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Death in miniature: Bomblets from cluster 
bomb were called inhumane when used by 
Israelis in Lebanon but press ignores their 
use in Afghanistan. 

1960s. Earlier cluster bombs were used in 
WWII, delivering either various-sized high­
explosive bomblets or an incendiary muni­
tion the Germans called' 'Molotov 's Bread­
basket. " The weapon we came across is 
believed to be an A0-2.5-2 bomblet , an 
improved version of a wartime design. Six­
ty of these are packed in an RBK-250 clus­
ter , a cylindrical light-metal canister, nor­
mally painted light gray. The cluster opens 
in midair, showering the bomblets over a 
wide area. Against people not under cover, 
the effect is devastating . One cluster has an 
estimated lethal area of200,000 square feet. 
The bomblet itself is estimated to be as 
effective as an 81 mm-mortar cast-steel pro­
jectile, over an average lethal area of 3,330 
square feet. It weighs 2.5-3 kilograms , of 
which about 10-20 percent is explosive. The 
markings on the bomblet show that it is 
filled with A-IX-2 explosive, a Soviet mix­
ture of 73-percent RDX , 23-percent alumi­
num and four-percent wax , a standard 
Soviet-shell fi lling . The "73" on the casing 
is probably the year of manufacture, and 
other markings designate place of manufac­
ture and designation . A similar antitank 
bomblet , the PT AB-2.5-1.5, is packed 30 to 
an RBK-250 canister , which uses a shaped­
charge warhead. 

SOVIET FLECHETTE AMMUNI­
TION. SoldierofFortune discovered' ' bee­
hive' ' rounds for the Soviet 30mm AGS-17 
grenade launcher, packed with 40mm-long 
black-steel flechettes, in a previous trip to 
the Pakistani-Afghan border. Since then , 
other journalists have reported flechette­
filled 152mm howitzer shells in use. It is 
possible that the Soviets may have ex­
panded their chemical-warfare efforts to in­
clude the use of poison-tipped flechettes. 
Dr. Khalid, who has treated many wounded 
mujahideen , has seen those hit by flechettes 
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sicken and die from wounds that should 
have been survivable, even considering the 
primitive medical care of the Afghans. 
Once dead , their bodies started to decom­
pose rapidly. While there is no confirmation 
of this , flechettes - poisoned or not -
remain a most unpleasant bit of business . 

THE RPG-16. The RPG-16 is the re­
placement to the RPG-7 as the Soviet 
Army's squad-level, man-carried , antitank 
rocket-launcher. Although it has been in 
service as a standard squad-level antitank 
rocket-launcher since the late 1970s, in­
formation on the weapon has been relatively 
scarce. 

Because of this lack of information on the 
RPG-16 , when we heard one was being 
offered for sale in Oharra for the equivalent 
of $50,000, we jumped at the chance to see 
it. As it turned out, there was no RPG-16 in 
Oharra at all, although we were told of one 
cached "somewhere else" - which, in the 
local idiom, means "over the border. " We 
were still able to examine some RPG-16 
ammunition , and believe the photographs of 
the round are the first to be published in an 
open-source publication. 

The RPG-16 round is a rocket-propelled 
grenade that relies on a shaped-charge High 
Explosive Anti-Tank (HEAT) warhead to 
literally blast its way through enemy armor 
with a concentrated stream of explosive 
force. It offers significant advantages over 
the RPG-7, the most tactically important 
being that the RPG-16 is likely to be more 
accurate - news not encouraging to those 
whose normal place of business is in an 
APC. The RPG-16 round is faster and less 
affected by crosswinds. Therefore , aiming 
it is easier than aiming the RPG-7 . This has 
led to a significant increase in effective 
range of 500-800 meters over the RPG-7' s 
300-500 meters. 

T-72 MAIN BATTLE TANK. We did 
not get to bring back a T-72, or even parts of 
one. We did run into people who had been 
on the receiving end of them. Massoud Kha­
lili , political officer of the Jamiat-i-Islami 
party, saw T-72s in the Panjshir Valley dur­
ing the Soviet 1982 offensives. He reported 
that their guns had no better elevation than 
other Soviet tanks , and so could not engage 
many targets in the Panjshir. One of the 
T-72s in the Panjshir offensive went over a 
Chinese-made antitank mine that the 
Afghans had souped up with explosive from 
unexploded Soviet bombs . This, in tum , set 
off the T-72's annnunition. The Soviets 
were unable to recover the remains of this 
tank, which is in the village of Bazarak, but 
there did not appear to be anything of value 
left in the hulk. 

Patrice Franchesci , a French journalist , 
saw T-72s near Ghazni airfield in February 
1983. Peter Jouvenal , a British journalist, 
knew of a T-72 knocked out by a mine in 
Badakshan Province in 1983. Unfortunate­
ly , the Afghans had burned it after removing 
only the machine guns - not the laser 
rangefinder, ballistic computer or other in­
teresting parts. Our desire to get our hands 
on a T-72 ' s rangefinder resulted in the 

Warhead from new RPG-16. More powerful 
than RPG-7, it probably packs double 
punch - shaped charge to make initial hole 
and second one to follow through. 
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Afghans presenting us with one from a 
BTR-60PB armored personnel carrier -
nice. but they've already got a bunch at 
Aberdeen Proving Grounds. 

PMN ANTIPERSONNEL M1NE. This 
is not a new weapon. It dates from the 1950s 
and wa used during the Vietnam War. 
What is significant i that the Soviets used 
increased quantities of these mines in 1983. 
The Kabul Regime garrison in the fon at 
Urgun were able to save themselves from 
being overrun by a concentrated mujahi­
deen offensive in December 1983 by sur-

ABOVE: Afghan demolition instructor -
former engineer officer in the Kabul Regime 
Army - shows a standard guerrilla pipe 
bomb. MIDDLE: Tools of the demo trade 
on display at resistance training camp. 
Mujahideen employ anything at hand to 
bring a bang to Russian troops. BELOW: 
Mixing a "Kabul Cocktail." 

SOF INTELLIGENCE 
COUPS 
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rounding their position with large numbers 
of PMNs on top of the frozen ground. The 
Soviets have also found a novel use for the 
PMN . They put them on the surface around 
outposts occupied by Kabul Regime troops, 
taking care that the only gaps in the mine­
fields are where the Soviet advisers can 
keep an eye on them. These minefields are 
not to keep the guerrillas out, but to keep 
their allies in - one way to reduce defec­
tion. The Afghans pick up the PMNs at 
night for their own use, usually without 
defusing them. Many of the PMNs we were 
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shown by Afghans were quite live, which is 
why we did not spend much time photo­
graphing them. 

MI-24,HIND. The Mi-24 Hind helicop­
ter remains the most effec tive single 
weapon the Soviets have deployed in Af­
ghanistan . In 1983 and 1984, the Soviets 
improved their Hind tactics. 

Incendiary expert tests his creation on a 
rock. Mujahideen make their own 
explosives. 

Hinds have been reported operating at 
night without illumination . This included 
attacks on Afghan convoys on the infiltra­
tion routes. Hinds are also used at night with 
the support of flare illumination , especially 
around Soviet positions and airbases. The 
Soviets will put up 12-15 flares in a single 
bundle that the Afghans call "a little 
moon ,'' as a propeller reconnaissance air­
craft- probably a four-engined An-12 Cub 
or a twin-engined An-24 Coke - flies a 
square pattern around the target area. Any 
targets spotted by the airplane are attacked 
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by the waiting Hinds. 
Hinds have also been spotted routinely 

dispensing flares as they fly over ridge lines 
- a reaction to the increased Afghan use of 
SA-7s in 1983. At least a pair of Hinds 
accompany most Soviet convoys, and the 
speed with which additional Hinds appear 
on the scene in case of ambush indicates that 
others are kept on runway alert, with a direct 
radio link from the convoy to the airbase. 
Hinds have also been seen spiraling when 
taking off and landing, especially at Bagram 
airfield north of Kabul, to reduce their vu!-
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nerability to Afghan weapons, but this tactic shells in direct or indirect fire. They are 
is apparently not used elsewhere. · mounted on either a howitzer-like carriage 

V ASILESK 82mm MORT AR. None of 
the Afghans we met knew of any captured 
examples of this weapon. The towed ver­
sion is described as being ''like a little D-30 
howitzer, " and they were reported to have 
been in action in the Soviet relief of the 
besieged fort at Urgun in January 1984. The 
Vasilesk is capable of automatic fire at a rate 
of 120 rounds per minute, firing either High 
Explosive or High Explosive Anti-Tank 

or on a BTR-60 APC. 

THE TOY BOMBS. The Afghans have 
reported that the Soviets, in the first year of 
the war, dropped booby traps camouflaged 
as toys, watches, pens, lighters or other 
objects that would be picked up. We were 
unable to locate fragments of any of these 
bombs or find photographs of them . 
However, reports of the use of these 
weapons are consistent with WWII German 
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AFGHAN-IMPROVISED 
MUNITIONS 

Not all the interesting hardware in 
Afghanistan comes from the Soviets . In 
an Afghan training camp, Soldier of For­
tune saw a range of sophisticated home­
made munitions that could make Kabul 
rather unhealthy for the Soviets. 

It requires little skill to improvise ex­
plosives. It's doing it effectively without 
blowing yourself up that is difficult. 
While the Afghans do not like talking 
about it, they have not always used such 
weapons effectively. 

Part of the reason for this is cultural. 
The Afghans like rifles. They know 
rifles . Before the war, no one knew ex­
plosives. So the Afghans did not use 
either issue or improvised munitions 
with anything like the ingenuity and ori­
ginality of the Vietnamese communists. 
From what we saw, the situation is 
changing. As the Afghans try desperate­
ly to become more of a cohesive fighting 
force and less a collection of heroic mili­
tias, they are learning not only to use 
mines and booby traps effectively, but to 
prepare their own improvised munitions 
and use them in a way that is standar­
dized, tactically sound, and more hazar­
dous to the enemy than to themselves. 

One of the masterminds of this effort 
is Brigadier Rahmatullah Safi , former 
chief of Special Forces, Royal Afghan 
Army. Brigadier Safi is now a senior 
military adviser with The National Isla­
mic Front of Afghanistan and was heavi­
ly involved in the planning and execu­
tion of the 1983-84 campaign in Paktia 
and Paktika Provinces. 

Safi is an impressive figure. A Pathan 
who can look the part of either Afghan 
warrior or scientific soldier, he survived 
over two years in the Kabul Regime's 
prisons. He speaks excellent English and 
knows as much as anyone what the 
Afghans need on the battlefield: more 
and better training. The training camp he 
originally set up has already been de­
tailed in Soldier of Fortune ("Afghan 
Elite Forces," December '83). Safi is 
now working to impart his professional­
ism, and that of a cadre of Afghans , 
including both Western and Soviet­
trained ex-Afghan Army officers and ex­
perienced guerrillas, to the fighting 
men. Even if trained mujahideen are 
only a small percentage of the total 
Afghan numbers, Safi belives they can 
have an impact much greater than their 
numbers. 

The favorite weapon of the Afghans 
who have passed through Safi's training 
is the Kabul Cocktail: a Molotov Cock­
tail that does not require a match to ignite 
-always risky under combat conditions 
-and is safer to the users. It consists of 
mixing-to a formula that trainees must 
memorize - old crankcase oil with 
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other ingredients that include gasoline 
and sulphur (old oil sticks to its target 
when the bottle breaks). They normally 
do not add soap powder and egg white, 
which would create a napalm-like subst­
ance whose effect would be too hard to 
control. 

The mixture goes into the standard 
Mark l soda bottle and, to arm the cock­
tail, they drop the corked bottle inside a 
plastic bag containing potassium car­
bonate, and throw it where it will do the 
most good. When the bottle breaks, the 
mixture of the ingredients with the 
potassium carbonate creates ignition. 
These weapons are effective: The 
Afghans have discovered that a Kabul 
Cocktail across the engine decking of a 
Soviet tank will often set off the fire­
extinguishing system, which uses toxic 
ethylene bromide gas, and force the 
crew to either bail out to face the waiting 
Lee-Enfields or risk being poisoned in 
their own tank. This method also has the 
advantage of leaving an intact tank for 
the Afghans. 

The pipe bomb is also popular among 
the Afghans. Basic plumbing is packed 
with TNT, dynamite or plastic explo­
sive, detonated either electrically or by 
ignited fuse . The pipe can also contain 
nails, bolts and other nasty objects, the 
amount of fragments and blast being 
varied with the tactical requirements. 
You can stage quite an effective ambush 
with only a handful of guerrillas if you 
line the killing zone with a series of 
electrically detonated pipe bombs. A de­
monstration of one of these bombs 
loaded with a reduced charge and oil for 
an incendiary effect yielded a spectacu­
lar result. Brig. Safi had himself almost 
been killed by such a bomb during train­
ing a few days before - he had not 
gotten down quickly enough and took a 

Homemade claymore mine - plastic 
explosive inside light metal casing with 
fragmentation matrix imbedded in the form 
of nails or shell splinters. 

rock fragment in the forehead . 
The Afghans are also being instructed 

in how to make shaped charges, some of 
which have recently been put to good use 
near Kabul, taking out a large segment 
of the main electrical power line in a 
New Year's Eve blast on 31 December 
I 983. Tennis balls injected with gaso­
line and coated with black oil can be 
ignited. with a delay before burning 
through the coating and exploding. The 
demolitions instructor - a former en­
gineer officer in the Afghan Army -
also teaches how unexploded Soviet 
shells and bombs can be emptied for 
their explosives or used, intact, as mines 
or booby traps. These have already 
accounted for more than a few tanks. We 
were shown a photograph of a T-54 con­
verted to scrap metal by a command­
deton ated aircraft bomb rigged as a 
mine. 

The Afghans have always known how 
to fight with bravery. Now they are 
learning to fight with brains. The stan­
dardization of effective improvised 
munitions can go a long way toward 
compensating for the shortage of mod­
em weapons that the Afghans have al­
ways suffered. Brig. Safi 's instructors 
are passing along lessons gleaned not 
only from Western and Soviet training 
- Safi himself trained with both U.S. 
Special Forces and the British Special 
Air Service - but the lessons of over 
four years of war. The mixture of better 
weapons and more effective combat tac­
tics may prove a lethal one indeed for the 
Soviet occupiers of Afghanistan. 

- David C. Isby 
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RBK-250 cluster bomb showers bomblets 
over a wide area. Estimated lethal zone is 
200,000 square feet. 

A product of traditional Afghanistan who 
knows the value of good training, Brigadier 
Safi works to impart professionalism to his 
troops. 

reports of the Soviets using si milar airdrop­
ped booby traps. According to Russiche 
Munition, a wartime German intelligence 
publication , these included " mechanical 
pens , cigarette cases , pocket watches, and 
animals such as frogs." The Soviets may 
have been us in g such WWII-vintage 
weapons in the early stages of the Afghani­
stan War. Meanwhile, we have told the 
Afghans to defuse all suspicious frogs with 
extreme caution. 

SOVIET VERSION OF THE M203 
GRENADE LAUNCHER. Although we 
were unable to examine a speci men , .both 
Afghans and Western journalists mentioned 
the existence of a Soviet version of the U .S . 
M203 40mrn grenade launcher, which is 
mounted under the barrel of an M 16 rifle. 
The Soviets use an AKS-74 5 .45mm assault 
rifle , according to these reports, but the 
principle remains the same. Whether or not 
the Soviets have again lifted an item of 
hardware they needed remains to be seen. 
We' ll be looking for an example of this on 
our next trip . 

AGS-17 30mm AUTOMATIC GRE­
NADE LAUNCHER. These photographs 
of an AGS-17 mounted in a BTR-60PB 
APC may represent the first published illus­
trations of a turret-mounted 30mm grenade 
launcher. BTR-60PB No. 460 is not armed 
with the standard 14 .Smm KPV heavy 
machine gun with a coaxial 7.62mm PKT, 
but with what appears to be a shorter, larger­
caliber weapon. It could well be a 30mm 
grenade launcher without the charac teristic 
cooling fins and with a longer barrel. The 
muzzle looks like that on an AGS-17 . These 
photographs were taken in early 1984 by 
Omar Babrakzai, a former high court judge, 
now a guerri lla commander at a location 
''somewhere in Afghanistan. ' ' 

THE CHOCOLATE MINE. Not all the 
hardware Soldier of Fortune found from 
Afghanistan was deadly. Reports had fil­
tered back to Peshawar of a new Soviet 
ant ipersonnel mine. Then , weeks later, a 
party of tattered muj ahideen appeared . 
They had brought one of the mines with 
them , but had been unable to defuse it , so 
had brought it very carefully over the moun­
tains. Opening the mine 's carrying case be­
hind sandbags , the Afghans discovered the 
" mine" was actually a tin of Soviet Army­
issue chocolate , with shoko/ad stenc illed in 
Russian across the lid , a language none of 
the Afghans who had captured and trans­
ported it could read. Its lethal effect is ex­
erted through calories rather than high ex­
plosive. In Afghanistan, things are not al­
ways what they seem. ~ 
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Sf)I~ FEATURE 

GERMANY'S 
' 

WINTER 
WARRIORS· 
Alpine Troops Atop 
the Higt:iest Heaps 
by SOF Staff 
Photos by Rick Venable 

Snow-holes save lives in alpine 
environment, where insulation and 
blending with white background are 
paramount. 
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Aman in winter camouf­
lage soundlessly 

stretches out on the snow. 
Nearly invisible against 
the white background, he 
ignores the numbing cold 
as he sights in on his un­
suspecting prey. The 
mountains are silent -
there is no shot and no 
blood will stain the pristine 
snow today. Because this 
is not war - at least not 
yet. It is the training 
school of the legendary 
German alpine troops -
the Gebirgsjager. 

Mountains have always 
played an active and often 
deadly role in wartime. 
The forces of Alexander 
the Great were decimated 
by their crossing of the 

, Taurus Mountains in 
southern Turkey; Hannibal 
suffered heavy casualties 
crossing the Alps and 
Napoleon lost many of his 
troops crossing the Saint 
Bernard Pass in 1800. In 
a more modern case, dur­
ing World War I Turkish 
commander Enver Pasha 
lost 78,000 out of a total 
of 90,000 men trying to in­
vade Russia through the 
Caucasus Mountains. 

The idea of training 
Alpine troops didn't occur 
in modern times until the 
end of the 19th century, 
when it was implemented 
almost simultaneously in 
France, Italy and Austria. 
Alpine troops have three 
main tasks: defense (the 
invention of the machine 
gun made it possible for 
defenders to pick off large 
numbers of potential in­
vaders as they straggled 
out of mountain passes 
before regrouping); 
offense (spearheading 
attacks on enemy posi­
tions) and guiding (leading 
their own armies safely 
through the mountains). 

Germany raised her first 
ski battalion in November 
1914, following with a 
mountaineer company 
soon after. The early 
Gebirgsjager were trained 
to rock-climb, traverse gla­
ciers and survive in sub­
zero conditions without 
food or shelter by civil ian 
mountaineering clubs, 
since no mi litary men had 
adequate knowledge of 

Continued on page 70 
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Sftl~ FEATURE 

WINNING 
ISRAELI 

WINGS 
SOF Team Joins 

Allied Jumpers 
in Desert 
Sky-Jam 

by Kevin E. Steele 

Female Israeli para joins comrades 
from Italy, the United States and 
Belgium during ceremony held at the 
Paratrooper Memorial. 

56 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

GO! Go! Go! Exploding through the door, I was blown 
away from the rumbling Israeli C-130 by the slip­

stream, right behind Donovan and Brown. Onethowsun, 
twothowsun, threethowsun - my audio senses returned 
as the modified T-10 canopy billowed open above me. 
Turning slightly in my harness, I watched as the remaining 
jumpers were spawned from the side doors of the retreat­
ing aircraft. The sky around me erupted in bursts of green 
canopies, mirrored in the deep blue Med to our west. The 
late afternoon sun glistened on the surface of the water, 
presenting an awe-inspiring seascape as viewed from 
1,000 feet. 

The desert DZ rose quickly to greet me. Assuming posi­
tion, I hit the sand and executed a semi-PLF - my roll 
being interrupted by an intruding sand dune. Collapsing 
my 'chute, I glanced around and saw Craig Nunn rising 
from the desert floor 25 meters to my right. Looking like a 
reincarnation of Otto Skorzeny in his Fallschirmjager jump 
helmet, Nunn's baritone carried across the dunes: 

"Isn't this a great feeling - AIRBORNE!!" Craig was 
right; it was a great feeling. 

"You bet your ass - Maze/ tov!" I hollered back. 

Left to right: Editor/Publisher Robert K. 
Brown, the author and John Donovan 
examine Beaufort Castle from the 
defender's view - within an 
Israeli-destroyed PLO concrete pillbox. 
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SOF staffers Brown, Nunn, Donovan, Edens and I 
made up part of the 103-man American delegation to the 
2nd Annual Congress of Free World Paratroopers, hosted 
by the Israeli Defense Forces (IDF) and the Israeli Para­
troopers in particular. Israel 's Red Berets provided the cli­
max of the trip - the jump - but the rest of the week­
long tour was equally exciting. It's hard to imagine a 
group that can have more fun doing what they love best. 
And it's hard to imagine that it all started as a sort of milit­
ary exchange program. 

Ten years ago a retired French paratrooper, Lt. Col. 
Andre Le Maitre, exchanged invitations with Israeli paras 
for combined jumps. Two years ago organization took 
hold, and other Free World countries were invited to par­
ticipate with the French and Israelis. In 1984, more than 
200 paratroopers representing nine countries attended the 
Congress. The avowed intention of the Congress is to 
strengthen the relationship between international brothers­
in-arms, and to increase public knowledge of Israel and its 
armed forces, an outfit which some professional observers 
believe is second to none in terms of military capability. 

SOF first learned of the Congress from Mike Epstein of 
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the 82nd Airborne Association. A few discussions with 
Mike assured us that the Congress was something SOF 
would be interested in, and our participation was guaran­
teed when Mike mentioned that our hosts would present 
Israeli jump wings following the drop. The wings would 
make a great addition for those of us who still had some 
room left on our cammies, but the real draw was getting 
actively involved in the thrill and comradeship of laying it 
on the line with some of the finest, most experienced jum­
pers in the world today. Publisher Robert K. Brown was 
selected to lead the American delegation , and we de­
parted from New York's JFK airport 26 May aboard an El 
Al 747. Arriving at Ben Gurion Airport in Tel Aviv, we 
were met by a contingent of male and female Israeli pa­
ras. The women presented each American with a red rose 
as we boarded the tour buses. "This is my kind of army!" 
someone shouted as we began the short hop into Israel's 
capital city. 

We were all delighted when the bus pulled up in front 
of a first-class hotel right on the beach. As the setting sun 
cast golden shadows on the surface of the Mediterranean 
we headed to the bar, presumably to acquaint ourselves 

TOP: South African delegation included 
Maj . Gen. du Plessis, center, Chief of 
Operations for the SA Defense Forces. 

ABOVE: John Donovan and highly 
decorated French para pose for the 
cameras in front of the soaring wings of 
the Paratrooper Memorial. 
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ABOVE: SOP stick included from left 
to ~ghe Bob Brown; the Juthor, Craig 
Nunn, Jack Richardson and Paul "Bull" 
Cfilr.lln. TOP: "Sound Off .•• Equipment 
Cheek!" SOF stick Is examined by 
1,raeli Jwnpmaster io make' sure 
nOtlilb'• •tfckln' so you !w on tlckln'J 
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The Paratrooper Congress presented a wreath to honor 
our fallen brothers. Attired in full jump gear, the partici­
pants had been ordered to wear full decorations. Standard 
bearers represented Israel, the United States, France, Bel­
gium, Italy and South Africa. Robert K. Brown joined 
Generals Masseau of France and du Plessis of South Afri­
ca in presenting the wreath, in the form of jump wings, at 
the foot of the memorial. 

Following the ceremony, we were taken to the Para­
trooper base for a reception and an abbreviated ground 
course prior to the afternoon's jump. We had heard that 
the Israeli Army was somewhat informal, but were all a bit 
taken aback by what we saw at the base. 

As one 82nd Airborne vet stated, "!don't see one 
damn painted rock on this base." 

He was right. Even an elite unit like the paras is ex­
tremely relaxed and mellow when compared to U.S. 
forces. The Israelis appear to be on a constant wartime 
footing, and there's little time for garrison Mickey Mouse. 
That's understandable given their contemporary history. 
Virtually every time the IDF has been called out to answer 
a threat it's been a qui€k-and-dirty, come-as-you-are 
affair. In a situation like that being comfortable, and ready 
to face the enemy is more important than spit-and-polish. 

Discipline was compartively relaxed also. It is common 
, IDF practi e not to salute a superior officer. If a compari­

-11 ...... ~ son between U.S. and IDF forces could be made at all, it 
would be to point out the difference between troops 
stateside and those in a combat zone. If you were in com­
bat, you know the difference; if not, look at photos from 

~. 'Nam an,d compare the troops in those to photos taken 
ateside or during peacetime exercises. 

We queued up in front of the QM building to be issued 
helmets. The Israelis do not use a special jump helmet, 
just their standard issue. However, these are "ballistic" 
helmets, made from Kevlar, which the manufacturer 
claims will resist full penetration by Russian 7.62 ammo. 
We didn't get a chance to test that claim and I don' t think 
many IDF troopers would want to be in on the test. The 
headgear is relatively well-padded and comfortable. It has 
about the same weight and wearing characteristics of the 
new American 'coal-scuttle' ballistic helmet which resem­
bles an earlier WW 11 German style, but tne IDF helmet 
does not feature the protection for base of skull and upper 
neck of the U.S. version. 

Once outfitted, we formed in ranks and double-timed to 
the training area for some PLF practice, a rundown on 
loading procedure. and a jump sequence from a C-130 
mock-up. Unlike U.S. procedure, the Israelis take a re­
verse-bite on the static line following hookup, and 
although they perform a modified equipment check, they 
do not do a "sound-off ' as a final equipment check prior 
to moving toward the door. 

After lunch, the jumpers headed to the para-loft to be 
issued parachutes. Israeli riggers are called "packers," and 
they are all women - and jumpers. 

Our main canopies were similar to the non-steerable T-
10, and were of French design and Israeli manufacture. 
They utilize an anti-inversion net on the underside of the 
canopy, and the panels are not modified in any way. Our 
gear was brand new: backpacks. harnesses and reserves. 

The Israelis have one technique that's kind of interest­
ing. As our Israeli jumpmaster was explaining our rigs, he 
directed that after the main canopy was fully deployed, we 

JUMP WITH SOF IN '85 
While a date has yet to be set for next year's Congress of Free World Paratroopers, SOF is 

assisting in organizing a large American delegation. All military jumpers, both active. reserve and 
retired, are welcomed. The event is seven days long, and the tour package includes airfare from 
New York to Tel Aviv, lodging, breakfast and lunch, the jump with the Israeli Airborne, and all 
tours conducted. We are investigating the possibility of spending more time with the Israeli 
Defense Forces and reserving the historical tours as an option. SOF will also be organizing an 
after-convention trip to Eilat and the Red Sea for those of you who are qualified SCUBA divers. If 
you' re interested in receiving an information packet when they become available, drop us a note 
at: Israel '85, C!O Soldier of Fortune, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. Airborne! 

Amerlc.an paratroopers form photo 
ranks alongside Israeli tour bus that 
was "home" for seven days. Our Israeli 
jumpmasters - one male and one 
female - are In the foreground. 
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were to unhook the right side of the reserve and allow it 
to dangle. This statement raised a few American eyeb­
rows, and I don't know of one American jumper, includ­
ing myself, who unhooked his reserve prior to landing. Af­
ter all, why go screwing around with your insurance policy 
if you're satisfied with the coverage? 

The Israeli rationale for doing this has to do with the 
fact that they sling their rifles from the right shoulder on 
combat jumps. They detach the reserve so it won't get in 
the way should they have to deploy the weapon while still 
in the air 

We suited up at the airport, and shortly thereafter the 
drone of multiple C-130s was heard approaching the 
loading apron. The Americans were on the second plane, 
with Donovan as our jumpmaster. Three sticks of 11 men 
each made up the C-130's complement. 

Buffeted by propwash, we moved out in jump order 

WENDELL YOUNG 
"Hi, I'm Bob Brown," said SO F's editor-publisher as 

he slid into his seat on the El Al 747 bound for Tel Aviv. 
'Tm Wendell Young. " An older man sitting next to the 

window offered a gnarled paw to shake. 
"Are you gonna be jumping?" asked Brown, examin­

ing the gray-haired man's obvious age and less-than­
peak physical condition. 

"Sure as shit am," was the reply. 
So went the first meeting with Wendell Young, a 

65-year-old native of Big Spring, Texas, and the ack­
nowledged favorite of the SOF contingent during the 
Congress of Free World Paratroopers. 

Young decided to join the American delegation after 
seeing a notice in SOF's "Bulletin Board" welcoming all 
military jumpers to the Congress. Young told us he made 
his decision to jump after growing weary of hearing 
friends tell war stories about incidents that occurred 45 
years ago. " Hell, I'm gonna go jump out of a plane 
again," he told his buddies. 

Proud and tall, Wendell Young is an 
11th Airborne vet whose jump in Israel 
marked his first since 19451 
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and boarded the Hercules through the rear ramp. Once 
we were seated, the plane taxied and lifted off into the 
hot, dry air. 

The drop zone was about two klicks east of the beach, 
just north of Tel Aviv. Landings would be soft due to the 
desert sand, with only a few thorn bushes to contend 
with. 

A bell sounded, and we were on our feet. 
"Sound off, equipment check!" Donovan roared above 

the turboprops. 

"Stand in the door!" We jumper-shuffled behind each 
other, focusing on the square of sunlight which marked 
the hatches. 

Go! Go! Go! 
It took five C-130s for full deployment. As each plane 

approached the DZ, it dropped its complement, and the 

The Israeli jump was far from his first, but it marked the 
first time out the door and under a canopy since 23 April 
1945. That's when Young and his buddies in the 11th 
Airborne Division fell from the sky to combat Japanese 
forces in Luzon, the Philippines, during World War II. 

Young joined the Army as an 18-year-old at the out­
break of WWII. He served with the 11th Airborne Divi­
sion throughout the conflict and, aside from his jump into 
Luzon, also helped liberate 2,073 American POWs from 
the Los Banyos prison camp, and participated in the 
rescue of General Wainwright from Japanese captivity in 
Manchuria. 

Wendell Young is a crusty, yet charming, cowboy 
whose ancestors came to west Texas on a wagon train in 
1881. His mother was born on that wagon train, and his 
grandmother died during childbirth as a result of wounds 
sustained in an Indian attack six weeks earlier. 

Brown, the leader of the American delegation to the 
Congress, selected Young as standard bearer for the 
Stars and Stripes during the many ceremonies we 
attended. The grizzled veteran accepted the honor 
proudly and carried out his duty with a ramrod posture 
and a determined set to his jaw - the combination of 
him and our flag was impossible to upstage. 

Young was interviewed by an Israeli video crew who 
were preparing a tape of the jump day. "What makes a 
paratrooper?" they asked him. "Balls," he growled. 
"Macho and crotcho." 

Wendell Young is an authentic American hero, a 
vanishing breed in these days of computers and faceless 
military commanders. Our last encounter with Young 
was on an elevator in our Tel Aviv hotel. He was talking 
with a group of young troopers from the 82nd Airborne 
who had never heard of the 11th Airborne Division. 

"Things have changed," he sighed as the elevator 
door closed behind him. He left me with the image of a 
ramrod-straight figure, proudly wearing the red beret 
and buck-sergeant stripes on his sleeve. I thought of the 
words John Donovan spoke as he presented Young the 
American flag at the farewell banquet. 

"Wendell Young personifies the tradition of the Free 
World paratrooper," said Donovan. I hoped my 82nd 
Airborne elevator-mates had the same paratrooper spirit 
Wendell Young personified. 

- David Mills 
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sky filled with a beautiful sight: parachute canopies floating 
en masse toward the ground. 

The Israeli women packers had done their jobs well. 
Aside from a few barberpoles there were no malfunctions, 
and only two jumpers sustained injuries. One tore a liga­
ment in his leg going out the door of the Herc when a 
cleat on his jungle boot wedged into the door jamb, send­
ing his body earthward long before his leg decided to fol­
low. The other casualty compressed a disc on landing. 
Overall, it was a very successful jump. 

Regrouping at the target area, we were presented with 
our jump certificates and Israeli wings by Gen. Mordecai, 
CG, Paratroops. Following the awards ceremony, cham­
pagne corks started flying like empty brass in a fire fight as 
the assembled paras toasted the experience and our com­
mon bond. 

Following the post-jump party at the DZ, we loaded up 
and headed out to Tiberias, a beautiful resort town on the 
shore of the Sea of Galilee. Rumors had begun to circu­
late that a "special tour" had been arranged for the next 
day, and when we arrived at a swank hotel in Tiberias, we 
were ordered to report for a general meeting at 2200. We 

ZBIGNIEW ZIEMSKI 
As Hitler's blitzkrieg thundered across the plains of 

Poland in September 1939, Zbigniew Ziemski fought his 
way west across war-torn Europe to freedom. Hitler had 
made another mortal enemy. 

Eventually arriving in England in 1940, the free Pole 
joined the British Army. Ziemski volunteered for para­
chute training in May 1941, and was among the first 
paratroopers to graduate from Great Britain's newly 
formed airborne course at Ringway. 

In those days, military parachuting was in its infancy. 
At Ringway, the initial trainees jumped from a Whitley 
bomber through a hole cut in the fuselage floor. Ziemski 
was among the survivors of this treacherous training. 

For those who recall Cornelius Ryan's nonfiction best-

British Anny, 1st Independent Polish 
Para Brigade and the Foreign Legion 
were all home to Zbigniew Ziemski , 
Der Alte Kampfer - the old fighter. 

knew we were in for something interesting when we en­
tered the room and saw five Israeli officers waiting for us. 
We were informed that we would be lifted by chopper to 
Beaufort Castle, several klicks inside the Lebanese border. 
The area had been the scene of some desperate fighting 
during the 1982 !OF incursion into Lebanon in an attempt 
to drive PLO fighters out of their sanctuary. Our depar­
ture point would be Kiryat Shmona which is situated 
along Israel's northern border with Lebanon. 

On arrival at Kiryat Shmona, we were taken to an LZ 
and assigned to heli-teams. Within moments, the thud of 
heavy chopper blades filled the air. Israeli-modifed Sikors­
ky CH-53s, called "Goliaths," set down and lowered their 
rear ramps. Double-timing into the birds, we loaded and 
lifted off, heading due north out of Galilee and into south­
ern Lebanon. 

The cultivated green of Israel faded to the scarred 
brown earth of Lebanon as we craned our necks to see 
through the partially open rear ramp. An architectural 
anachronism built by the Crusaders in the 12th century, 
Beaufort Castle is located 1,200 feet above the Litani River. 

The chopper landed, and we bounded down the ramp 

seller, A Bridge Too Far, and the motion picture of the 
same name, the Dutch town of Arnhem and the exploits 
of General Sosobowski's 1st Polish Independent Para­
chute Brigade are quite familiar. They are certainly famil­
iar to Ziemski - he was there. The 1st Polish played a 
critical role in Operation Market-Garden, the largest 
combined airborne-armor offensive in the annals of 
modern warfare. 

The vengeful young Pole jumped at Arnhem with 
Sosobowski. Pinned down on the south bank of the 
Rhine by unanticipated Waffen-SS troops, the Poles 
struggled to cross the river into Arnhem to reinforce 
elements of the British 1st Parachute Regiment. Ziems­
ki's personal attempt to cross the Rhine was foiled when 
German machine guns sank his rubber raft. Faced with 
potential disaster, the Polish force finally withdrew be­
hind Allied lines. But Ziemski's career as a paratrooper 
did not end in Holland. 

Following the war, he went to France and enlisted in 
the Foreign Legion. He was sent to Indochina in 1951 
with the 1st BEP. During the fighting in Vietnam against 
Ho Chi Minh's Viet Minh, Ziemski was wounded. As he 
tells it: 

"I only survived because I got shot just after 1200 
hours, and I had just put on my steel helmet to comply 
with standing orders. " The round would have been fatal 
had the Polish legionnaire not feared the wrath of his 
NCOs more than incoming fire. 

In 1953, Ziemski was transferred to North Africa with 
the 3rd BEP. His unit was moved back to Indochina in 
1954, but arrived too late to reverse the debacle at Oien 
Bien Phu. Returning to Algeria, Ziemski retired from the 
Legion in 1964. In the Legion, Ziemski was known to his 
comrades as Der Alte Kampfer, the old fighter. He was 
34 years old when he enlisted in 1947. 

Among Ziemski's decorations are the Legion of Hon­
or, the Cross of Merit and the Cross of War. But the 
proudest symbol of his indomitable spirit remains the 
several sets of paratrooper wings he wears. 

- David Mills 
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and away from the rotorwash. The ancient fortress 
loomed ahead of us, pockmarked from numerous direct 
artillery hits, but still standing like a stone sentinel. 

Security at Beaufort was tight. While the area is consi­
dered "secure," danger from infiltrating PLO snipers still 
exists, and the Israeli garrison was on its toes. 

Strategically, Beaufort Castle and the surrounding area 
is a critical, commanding terrain feature, vi~wed from 
either the Syrian, PLO or Israeli perspective. Located ab­
out three miles from the village of Metula, Beaufort 
dominates the Arnoun Heights, a natural barrier of high 
ground on which PLO and Syrian artillery emplacements 
had been erected to shell Israeli settlements and farrns in 
northern Galilee. 

PLO forward observers at Beaufort directed the Syrian 
artillery fire. From Beaufort, you can see the Galilee 
panhandle clearly laid out below. During the most recent 
fighting in the area, 57mm batteries plagued the Israelis 
and had to be silenced. 

For years the PLO had dug deeply under and into the 
ancient stone walls of Beaufort. Impervious to convention­
al air and artillery attack, the Israelis decided to sweep the 
entrenched PLO out the only way possible: a go-for­
broke, all-out infantry assault supported by arrnor. 

In June 1982, the Israelis launched a preemptive offen­
sive against' the PLO and Syrian forces in southern Leba­
non. Titled "Peace for Galilee," the offensive was laun-

TOP: Lt. Gen. Moshe Levy, chief of staff Tshal, or the Israeli 
Defense Forces. Levy addressed the Para Congress at 
Beaufort Castle in Lebanon. ABOVE: Built in the 12th 
century by French crusaders, Beaufort Castle guards the 
Amoun Heights of southern Lebanon, and was the scene of 
intensive hand-to-hand fighting between the Golani Brigade 
and PLO defenders in June of 1982. 
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ched following a request from the Lebanese commander 
of the area, the late Maj. Said Haddad, a renegade 
Lebanese Army officer who cooperated with the Israeli 
government in keeping the area of southern Lebanon re­
latively secure and free from PLO cross-border incursion. 
Whatever the motivation, the Israelis hit, and hit hard, un­
til they fell under fire from the entrenched guns at 
Beaufort. The terrain and imposing fortifications kept the 
IDF from overwhelming the position and their advance 
along the sector was temporarily stalled. 

The Israeli general staff assigned the mission of seizing 
the castle to the famed Golani Brigade. According to the 
concept of operations, the Golani infantrymen were to 
launch a daylight strike on Beaufort, supported by direct 
fire from APCs and tanks. Unfortunately, when the 
mechanized Golani column approached the only bridge in 
the area over the Litani River, they found an entire Israeli 
division ahead of them making the crossing. Not wanting 
to wait and fall behind schedule, the Golani CO ordered 
his men to ford the Litani downstream. Unfortunately, the 
armor ran into difficulty, and the infantry proceeded to the 
jump-off point without them. 

In the 800 years Beaufort has guarded the Arnoun 
Heights, no assaulting force had ever taken the citadel. 
Siege worked on numerous occasions, but frontal attacks 
had always been repulsed by defenders holding the high 
ground. 

Modified CH-53 "Goliath" prepares to 
touch down at Beaufort with a 
complement of Free World Paras. 
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Without armor and artillery support, the Golani went 
forward as the sun began to set. After 12 hours of com­
bat, much of it hand-to-hand, Beaufort finally fell to the 
Israelis. The Golani Brigade killed 27 PLO defenders, 
routed 30 to 40 more, and lost only four Israeli KIA. 

Only a Brit, with their typical penchant for understate­
ment, would say that the view from Jhe top of Beaufort. is 
awesome. As a defensive position it's almost perfect. 
Viewed from an attacker's position it's downright scary. 
We were a bit curious as to why the Israelis had not simp­
ly dropped a few cannisters of napalm on the old fort. 
Their reply was vague, something about not using napalm 
much anymore. That's all we could get out of them. 

We toured the Beaufort fortifications, then gathered 
under a camo netting that provided some relief from the 
searing sun. We were awaiting the arrival of Lt. Gen. 
Moshe Levy, Chief of Staff of the IDF, who would deliver 
a briefing on Israel's current military situation. 

Just prior to Levy's arrival, I was walking around taking 
photos. I saw a tall, blond Israeli trooper heading toward 
me, armed with what appeared to be an M21 sniper rifle. 
He was obviously a "shooter." 

I stopped him and asked if I could take a photo. He 
spoke only Hebrew; but appeared to agree. After he 
walked off, I glanced around. High above me was a 
crumbling wall of what remained of that section of 
Beaufort. I was trying to figure out where the shooter 
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would choose to locate his hide, and that high wall looked 
pretty good to me. Within 15 minutes, the shooter had 
reached the top of that same wall and perched on it. 

Shortly thereafter, the Israelis announced that everyone 
not in Israeli uniform would be required to stay inside the 
netting area. Having seen the shooter for myself, I didn't 
need to be told twice. 

Levy arrived in a Huey slick that dipped over the recep­
tion area, then headed toward the chopper pad. The 
shooter was keeping his eye out for threats to the boss. 

Gen. Levy strolled down the path from the pad, accom­
panied by a brigadier and a major general who turned out 
to be Dan Shomron, operational commander of the En­
tebbe raid, and the officer played by Charles Bronson in 
the film. 

Levy and his party spent about 40 minutes with our 
group, and outlined an Israeli defense policy that can be 
summed up in four words: "Don't tread on me." The 
Israelis don't make any apologies for their position. You 
mess with the bull and you get the horn. 

Following Levy's departure, we again boarded the 
Goliaths and returned to Kiryat Shmona for a late lunch. 
We then headed out along the banks of the River Jordan, 
and south through the disputed territory known as the 
West Bank. We turned west at the Almog junction and 
headed for Jerusalem, which was to be our HQ for three 
days. 

Israeli "shooter" took up position at 
Beaufort prior to the arrival of Gen. 
Levy. He was anned with a U.S. M21 
sniper rifle fitted with a Zeiss scope. 
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PAUL "BULL" CHIRLIN 

One of the more colorful American jumpers to hang 
beneath an Israeli T-10 was Paul Chirlin. This grizzled 
veteran volunteered for Airborne training in 1943 at the 
tender age of 17. His bulk and brawn soon had his 
buddies calling him "Bull." 

Assigned to Gen. William M. Miley's newly formed 
17th Airborne- the "Golden Talon Division" -Chirlin 
didn' t have to wait long before earning combat veteran 
status. 

Ferried to France from England just before Christmas 
Day, 1944, the 17th was thrown into defensive positions 
on the Meuse River. On 3 January, the Golden Talon 
was trucked to the town of Morhet in the southern sector 
of the German penetration of the Allied lines known as 
" The Bulge. " The paratroopers relieved the 11th 
Armored Division and tied in with Patton's Third Army. 
On the following day, the 17th launched an assault 
against German Gen. Von Rundstedt in the rear of the 
Belgian town of Bastogne, which ultimately cleared the 
sector of Germans and relieved the pressure on the 
beleaguered "Battered Bastards ofBastogne," the 101st 
Airborne Division. 

During the fierce, frigid combat in the snow around 
Bastogne, Bull Chirlin sustained a wound which knock­
ed him unconscious. "When I came to," he relates, "I 
was laying in the snow with my dogtags wedged in my 
teeth. I finally figured out that I had been left for dead by 
my buddies who had been driven back. 

"When I ultimately made it back to my outfit, there 
were some pretty surprised faces. You'd think they'd 
seen a ghost!" 

Bull's next combat adventure involved a daylight 
jump over the Rhine River into Germany - Operation 
Varsity. Though any paratrooper has a right to be a bit 
squeamish prior to a daylight insertion on a very hot DZ, 
Bull and his buddies had an added pucker factor when 
they discovered several parachutes had been sabotaged 
on a rehearsal jump for the operation. 

Also, they would be jumping a new aircraft - the 
C-46 - which featured two jump doors to accelerate the 
exit of troopers. The venerable bird soon gained a bad 
reputation for catching fire quite easily. 

When he landed in the neighborhood of Wesel, Ger­
many, Chirlin recalled seeing elements of the British 6th 
Airborne Division coming down right in the lap of the 
German First Parachute Army. "The fallschirmjagers 
were really giving the Brits hell," Bull intoned. "We had 
quite a few gliders in the operation and I clearly recall 
seeing a German with a flame thrower run up and torch 
one right after it landed, killing everyone inside. Another 
trick the Germans used was to place machine-gun nests 
in the wrecked gliders," Chirlin added. " It. was plenty 
hot." 

Now a resident of Brooklyn, N.Y. , Bull Chirlin told 
SOF that he read about the Israeli operation in his unit's 
newsletter, Thunder From Heaven. "My wife didn't care 
much for the idea of my jumping out of a perfectly good 
airplane," quipped the 58-year-old veteran, "but she 
knows better than to try to keep me from doing some­
thing I want to do." Bull concluded by cheerfully relating 
that his jump in the Holy Land, his first in the 39 years 
since Operation Varsity, "was perfect - I loved it! " 

- Nick Nichols 
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COL. DONALD R. STROBAUGH, 
USAF (RET.) 

Of all the highly qualified military parachutists who 
took part in the second Congress of Free World Paras, 
Col. Don Strobaugh is very likely the most qualified. 
After entering the U.S. Air Force as a private in 1948, 
Strobaugh served a three-year hitch in Germany where 
he participated in the Berlin airlift. 

He then attended OCS in 1953 and began his com­
missioned career as a communications officer. In Octo­
ber 1955, Strobaugh volunteered for airborne training 
and after completing the U.S. Army course at Ft. Ben­
ning, Ga., was assigned to the 2nd Aerial Port Squadron 
as a Combat Control Team (CCT) leader. 

Though this unique assignment would provide 
enough excitement and challenge for most men, Stro­
baugh was looking for something "a little different. " In 
May 1959, he attended the Department of Defense Test 
Parachutist Course after which he joined the six-man 
team (five Army and one Air Force) which made the first 
night, delayed, free-fall, combat-equipment parachute­
jump in U.S. military history. 

During the early '60s, Strobaugh founded the U.S. Air 
Force Parachute Demonstration Team (Europe) - the 
"Blue Masters" - and served as its team leader. He was 
also the captain of the American parachute team that 
won the British Parachuting Championships (1961) and 
was a member of the U.S. Parachute Team which took 
first place in the International Parachuting Cham­
pionships at Leutkirch, Germany, in 1961. 

Not one to rest on his laurels, Strobaugh accepted an 
assignment in November 1962 to Tripoli, Libya, where 
he participated in the development and testing of high­
altitude bail-out procedures for C-130 aircraft over the 
Sahara Desert. 

Putting his skills to work in combat, Col. Strobaugh 
was assigned to operate with the Belgian paratroop 
battalion which made the airborne assault on Stanleyvil­
le, Republic of the Congo, during Operation Dragon 
Rouge in November 1964. More combat experience 
would come when he made his first trip to Vietnam in 
June 1967. 

Serving as chief of combat control operations, his first 
tour included cooperative operations with the 26th 
Marine Regiment during the siege of Khe Sanh in the 
spring of 1968 and similar work with the 1st Air Cav 
during the initial assault on the A Shau Valley during the 
same period. By the time his tour was completed, Stro­
baugh had logged 14 jumps in Vietnam. 

In the early years of the following decade, Strobaugh 
took part in the jump testing of the C-5 Galaxv aircraft 
and then returned to Vietnam in August 1972, where he 
was involved in the redeployment of Allied troops. He 
left Vietnam on the last aircraft carrying American troops. 

His career also had some ties with the Israelis. During 
the Yorn Kippur War, Strobaugh served as commander 
of the airlift control element which was responsible for 
the American resupply airlift to Tel Aviv known as Op­
eration Nickle Grass. 

Strobaugh retired from the Air Force in 1976. His last 
jump prior to the one in Israel was made in 1974. He has 
logged more than 1,200 military static-line jumps and his 
log book now features more than 3,200 total jumps from 
52 different types of aircraft. In addition to numerous 
combat awards, Strobaugh has qualified for the French 
Parachutist Badge, Iranian Master Parachutist Badge, 
German Master Parachutist Badge, Vietnamese Jump­
master Badge and now, the Israeli Parachutist Badge. 
Don Strobaugh is a Master Blaster par excellence! 

- Nick Nichols 
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Jerusalem is an experience, even if you're not into 
organized religion. The city is 5,000 years old, layer upon 
layer of tangible history staring you in the face and inviting 
you to experience it. My first night in Jerusalem proved to 
be a very moving emotional experience, for a number of 
reasons - one I won't forget or regret. 

Our remaining days were filled with tours, nighttime get­
togethers with old and newly made friends, numerous 
toasts, and one morning spent at a monument com­
memorating one of the most heinous acts in history: Hit­
ler's Holocaust. 

Yad Vashem sits on a hill on the outskirts of Jerusalem. 
It's an interesting monument in that it's both a grisly re­
minder of the past, and a tribute to those who perished in 
the ovens. The Paratrooper Congress presented a wreath 
at the mausoleum while a cantor chanted a Hebrew 
prayer. The eternal flame cast eerie shadows upon the 
faces of the assembled paratroopers, and many watched 
the smoke curling up through the vent in the roof - lost 
in private thoughts. 

We also visited another memorial to the ghosts of 
Israel's past: Masada. 

Rising 1,200 feet above the Dead Sea, Masada is a 
natural mesa that was chosen by Herod the Great as a 
site for a retreat, should his despotic rule of the Jews end 
in open rebellion. Following the burning of Jerusalem by 
Roman troops, Masada was occupied by Jewish Zealots in 
71 A.D. Hounded by the Romans, the Zealots atop Masa­
da were subjected to a two-year siege by the Tenth Ro­
man Legion of Flavius Silva. 

The Romans erected a giant earthen ramp, using Jewish 
slaves. For two years the ramp steadily approached the 
Jewish defenses atop Masada's walls. Roman intent was to 
get the ramp high enough so that the Roman siege towers 
could be positioned at wall height and assault troops could 

John Donovan muses atop Masada. The 
ancient retreat of Herod the Great was 
the site of one of history's great 
conflicts - the 10th Roman Legion led 
by Flavius Silva against 900 Jewish 
Zealots. 
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bridge the gap and attack the Zealots. Masada, a novel by 
the late Ernest Gann, and later a made-for-television 
movie, tells the whole story. 
The Zealots decided to commit mass suicide rather than 
provide the Romans with a victory. When the Roman 
horde finally violated Masada's walls, the corpses of more 
than 900 men, women and children awaited their raised 
swords. 

According to the Hebrew-turned-Roman historian 
Josephus, Silva was heard to say, "We have conquered a 
pile of rocks, surrounded by desert, on the shore of a 
dead sea." Perhaps the "battle" of Masada gave rise to 
the term "hollow victory." 

Today, each new member of the IDF is taken to the top 
of Masada. There, with a rifle in one hand and a Bible in 
the other, they take a solemn oath: " I swear Masada will 
not fall again. " 

Saturday night's farewell banquet was held back in Tel 
Aviv at 2030 hours. Most participants had forgotten our 
jump day had been recorded on video tape by an IDF 
crew. A large movie screen had been set up in the hall, 
and the lights were dimmed and the tape rolled. There we 
were, our entire day captured on video tape complete 
with voice and music. To say the tape was an exciting end 
to an eventful trip does not do it justice. The climax was 
the footage of the jump itself: thundering C-130s discharg­
ing paratroopers to haunting strains of music from Char­
iots of Fire. 

Our trip was over, but it certainly would not be forgot­
ten. Since the Congress is an annual event, the general 
feeling among participants was that most of us would re­
turn in '85. For the paratroopers of the Free World Con­
gress, the traditional words uttered at Passover had taken 
on their own special meaning to us: Next year in Jeru­
salem! '?{ 

TOP: Kibbutzniks bring their own 
security detail to Masada - this 
comely lass carries the omnipresent 
UZI submachine gun. ABOVE: 
Memorial service at Yad Vashem, 
Israel's monument to the Holocaust, 
brought tears to the eyes of the most 
hardened paratroopers. 
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WHEN I was posted to HQ 44 Para­
chute Brigade of the South African 

Defense Force (SADF) in early 1981 as the 
S02 (senior officer, second in command), 
operations and training , the Pathfinder 
Company had been in existence for little 
more than four months. However, it had 
already established a good reputation for 
aggressive, successful operations in South 
West Africa, thanks to the· professional 
leadership of a young South African officer 
assisted by two experienced warrant offic­
ers, one of whom was ex-British and 
Rhodesian SAS, the other ex-Rhodesian 
Light Infantry and Selous Scout. 

The Pathfinder Company was formed in 
late November 1980 on the instructions of 
Col. "Carpenter," the brigade commander, 
to provide him with an independent force 
capable of carrying out clandestine and un­
conventional operations in the border areas 
of South West Africa (SW A) , because the 
pathfinder company already in the brigade, 
stationed with the 1st Parachute Battalion in 
Bloemfontein, performed only the tradi­
tional task of marking and controlling para 
drop zones (DZ) or helicopter landing 
points (LP). 

Carpenter already had experience in 
forming unconventional units . He had 
started both the Reece Commandos, the 
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SADF Special Forces (see SOF, July '79), 
and 32 Battalion (see SOF, February ' 84). 
In addition the colonel, one of the most 
highly decorated soldiers in the SADF, had 
combat experience in all its major opera­
tions to date, including the attack on Cas­
singa in 1978. At Cassinga he commanded a 
brigade airborne assault on a major SW APO 
(South West African People's Organiza­
tion) camp complex where they carried out 
some goed culling. 

Before going on, I should briefly explain 
the organization of the Parachute Brigade, 
known.as Parabats in South Africa. In J 980 
there were three of these battalions. The 1st 
Battalion, based at Tempe, was the perma­
nent-force Parabat. It was responsible for 
SADF parachute training and selecting the 
National Servicemen who volunteer for ser­
vice in the airborne forces. The Brigade and 
2nd Battalion HQs were based at Hammans­
kraal on the outskirts of Pretoria. The 3rd 
Battalion was based in Johannesburg and, 
like the 2nd Battalion, had companies 
spread throughout the Republic. Second 
and 3rd Parabats were manned entirely by 
part-time soldiers, Citizen Force personnel 
who volunteered to serve their annual one­
month obligation to these units after having 
served their initial two-year tour. In 1981 a 
fourth Parabat was formed, based in Durban 

The setting sun silhouettes a South African 
Puma helicopter returning from its mission. 

Alouette dives toward the veldt in support 
of troopers on the ground. 

and commanded by an ex-Reece Comman­
do soldier who is the holder of the Honoris 
Crux, one of the Republic 's highest decora­
tions for gallantry . Fourth Parabat is also 
composed of Citizen Force soldiers. 

The soldiers of the 1st Parabat spend 
much of their time on operations, so when 
the National Servicemen complete their 
compulsory two-year fulltime service with 
them they become combat veterans. Those 
who have done their National Service with 
the I st Parabat return each year to serve with 
2, 3 or 4 Parabat even though they are not 
obligated to serve their compulsory 30 days 
in the airborne. This means that although 
the majority of 44 Parachute Brigade are 
part-time soldiers, there is no shortage of 
combat experience. The Parabats are the 
cream of the SADF - and that is not an 
honor won lightly in an army that is ultra­
efficient on operations. 

The 44 Parachute Brigade Pathfinder 
Company was fortunate in having a pot­
pourri of talent, skill, ability , knowledge 
and integrity in its 23 men - two South 
Africans and expatriates from the United 
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States, Britain, France, New Zealand , Italy 
and Australia, most of whom had served in 
the Rhodesian Army but would not stay 
when Mugabe was handed power. Their 
service experience included: (United States) 
infantry, airborne, Rangers , Special Forces 
and Marines; (Britain) SAS, Paras, Royal 
Marines and Guardsmen; (Rhodesia) RLI, 
Selous Scouts, Greys Scouts and the 
Armored Car Regiment. 
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The SADF was particularly receptive to 
recruits who had served in the Rhodesian 
Army and treated them well on enlistment. 
An enlistee received a bonus of 500 Rand 
when he signed up and another bonus of 
1,000 Rand on completion of his contract, 
which was normally one year but renew­
able. Married enlistees were given fur­
nished accommodations near Pretoria. 

Because the brigade HQ had only recent-

ly moved to Hammanskraal, one of the 
Pathfinder Company's first tasks was to 
make their own camp next to HQ. A cook­
house was built, a farmhouse provided the 
accommodation, stables were converted 
into magazines and, most importantly , 
ranges, training areas and a combat assault 
course were built. The 5km-long assault 
course was a testing little beast that included 
a water crossing, wire obstacles, a bunker 
complex and an enemy camp, all to be 
cleared under live fire. 

On enlistment in the SADF, if it was 
thought that a soldier who wanted to join the 
Pathfinders had potential, he was sent to the 
brigade HQ to attend the next selection 
course. An initial problem with Pathfinder 
volunteers was the difficulty of substantiat­
ing claims of previous rank and combat 
experience. It seemed that all the volunteers 
from the Rhodesian Army had been SAS or 
Selous Scouts officers, volunteers from the 
British Army were SAS or Para veterans, 
and every Frenchman had been in the Fore­
ign Legion paras . 

Selection soon weeded out the phonies 
and showed the genuine professionals. The 
first stage of the intensive course involved 
covering long distances , with equipment, 
over the rugged, unforgiving Drakensberg 
Mountains in the province of Natal. Volun­
teers had to hike set distances within a given 
time, often in appallingly wet, cold and 
sometimes snowy weather, to prove that 
they had the stamina and determination to 
be Pathfinders . After completion of this 
stage, the volunteers underwent tactical 
training/revision at Mabilique in northern 
Transvaal on the Zimbabwe border. (The 
Mugabe government became paranoid ab­
out this training, believing it to be the buil­
dup for an invasion by the feared Rhodesian 
army-in-exile.) Next, the volunteers were 
deployed to Sector One Zero, South West 
Africa's operational zone, for assessment in 
a combat environment. Only if they showed 
capability could they become Pathfinders 
and wear the coveted red beret. 

The operational Pathfinders were based 
in the camp on the main sector airbase at 
Ondangwa with a I st Parabat company that 
provided a fire force for the sector. The 
Pathfinder group was commanded by De­
nnis Croukamp, a lean, hard veteran of the 
RLI and Selous Scouts and one of the first 
recipients of the Bronze Cross of Rhodesia 
for gallantry. 

Because deployment of the Pathfinders in 
SW A was controlled by HQ Sector One 
Zero , unfortunately many of the tasks given 
to the group were neither well planned nor 
allowed the men 's skills and experience to 
be used to best advantage. Take the case of 
the "Q" car, for example. 

The Q car was a converted buckie (station 
wagon) with concealed 7 .62mm FN MAGs 
and armor plating. The group was tasked for 
its crew. They drove it after last light be­
tween Grootfontein, the SWA logistic base, 
and Oshakati, the location of the main HQ 
complex, a distance ofover 200 kms . SW A­
PO terrorists, who could not lay mines on 
this road because it was tar-sealed, would 
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stop what they thought were soft vehicles to 
assault and often murder the civilian occu­
pants . The Q car was extremely effective, 
and many SW APO had their nights per­
manently ruined when a supposedly inno­
cent buckie erupted in a blaze of gunfire 
from MAGs, Rls (SADF 7 .62mm FN rifle) 
and R4s (South African copy of the Israeli 
Gali!) . 

The value of the Q car was lost after a few 
weeks, however, when Sector HQ insisted 
on its being driven almost every night: Even 

Chasing SWAPO terrs allows no rest. 
Transports move supplies to resupply 
troopers in the bush. 

SW APO terrorists weren't tired enough of 
living to attack it when it appeared on a 
regular basis . 

The Pathfinders ' "tackie" patrols were a 
better operation. (Tackie is the South Afri­
can and Rhodesian troopie name for a gym 
shoe.) A tackie patrol took along a SW APO 
group of' ' turned ' ' terrs who had been given 
" an offer they couldn't refuse" in the PW 
cage at Oshakati. It moved into an area 
where it was suspected that SW APO were 
lying up in kraals (native hamlets) after hav-

ing crossed into Sector One Zero from 
Angola . A patrol base would be established. 
Then the ex-SWAPOs and their Pathfinder 
minders would move around likely kraals. 
The ex-SW APOs , posing as the real thing, 
either obtained intelligence on SW APO 
movements , or captured or killed any terrs 
found. It was a very successful operation 
because captured SW APO could, them­
selves, be "turned." 

In my first few weeks at the brigade I 
went on operations with the Pathfinder 



Company and talked with its leaders. I then 
decided to institute a more progressive 
training cycle for the unit. At that time, once 
the Pathfinders were dispatched to Sector 
One Zero, they stayed there until their con­
tract expired or they were killed or wound­
ed. There was no specialist training or tac­
tical retraining . 

The new selection and training program 
began in March 1981 . It was based on my 
experience with the New Zealand infantry 
in South Vietnam, that of the British Paras 
and 22 SAS and of the experienced soldiers 
within the company. The system was de­
signed to ensure that each soldier, once he 
had passed selection, would be trained as a 
specialist in e ither signals , demolitions , 
medic or tracking. Each soldier would then 
be cross-trained in the other ski lls during 
breaks from operations. This gave the four­
man patrols or "sticks ' ' maximum oper­
ational flexibility, and sticks could be com­
bined for larger operations. (The block syl­
labus appears on p . 00 .) 

The select io n was broken into two 
phases, the first st ill being held in the 
Drakensberg Mountains, the second, the 
tactical phase, at the eastern end of the Cap­
ri vi Strip near Mpacha. It included a "dark 
phase" similar to those carried out by the 
Rhodesian SAS , Selous Scouts and the 
South African Reece Commando. In this 
phase students live and train exactly like 
SWAPOs , learning their tactics , customs 
and habits - even singing SW APO songs. 
The logic behind the dark phase can be 
found in the writings of Sun Tzu , the ancient 
Chinese strategist: "If you know your 
enemy as well as you know yourself, you 
will never suffer defeat. " 

The final part of the second phase co­
vered various methods of interrogation used 
by the communists and how to counter 
them . Students were subjected to physical 
stress, caused by discomfort and lack of 
food and water, and to mental stress caused 
by silence , isolation , "white sound" (con­
stant high-pitched sound) and interroga­
tions . This part of the training showed flaws 
in individuals that had so far been con­
cealed. Students were not considered pas­
sed until they successfully completed it. 
(One soldier who had " cracked " under in­
terrogat ion - no physical violence was 
allowed during this training - had been 
allowed to go on operations before passing 
this part of the course. He was killed in his 
first contact when he stood up in his fire 
position to engage the enemy with a pistol 
like Roy Rogers.) 

As a result of the amended training sys­
tem and the intervention of Col. Carpenter , 
the operational tasking and employment of 
the Pathfinder Company improved during 
1981 . The company deployed on a number 
of external operations, sometimes on inde­
pendent tasks but mainly in support of 32 
Battalion or, occasionally , to assist the 
SADF infantry battalions from such camps 
as Okalongo, 30km from the Angolan bor­
der. The Pathfinders' training enabled them 
to operate in small , well-armed sticks, 
establishing observation posts (OP) along 
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SW APO infiltration routes into Sector One 
Zero, outside kraals and waterholes , and in 
ambushes around the numerous reservoirs , 
built by the Portuguese and scattered 
throughout southern Angola. If terrs were 
sighted from these OPs they would either be 
engaged, or their direction and strength pas­
sed to the Pathfinding operations room in 
Ondangwa or a forward base in an SADF 
camp close to the border. 

This information would be used by HQ 
Sector One Zero to deploy the Parabat fire 
force , the Alouette he licopter gunships or 
- the solution we preferred - 32 Batta­
lion, which always had two companies de­
ployed above the " cut- line, " as the border 
was known. These aggressive , Portuguese­
speaking , black Angolans, dressed in Pork 
(Portuguese) camouflage uniforms, would 
set off and trail the SW APOs until the in­
evitable conclusion of the hunt. 

BLOCK SYLLABUS 
Subject 

Physical Trianing 
(including selection) 

Navigation 
Weapon Training 
Medical 
Communications 
Minor Tactics 
Pathfinder Technique 

Training Periods 
Day Night 

61 

32 
32 
8 

10 
84 
35 

8 

4 
2 

18 
10 

(conventional operations) 
Combat Survival 28 8 

(escape and evasion) 
Resistance to Interrogation 22 2 

301 52 

In an effort to avoid these relentless pur­
suits , the terrs started using bicycles to 
move into SWA. In the dry season the sho­
nas (dry river beds) were ideal cycle tracks . 
So , fo r the SADF forces, any cycl ists who 
acted suspiciously above the cut-line were 
fa ir game . The chopper jockeys in the 
gunships particularly enjoyed the challenge 
of engaging terrs on bikes as they sped 
across the shonas with their legs going like 
"bee's wings ." 

The Pathfinders were also able to operate 
in a mobile role , usi ng their Sabre vehicles 
(see ·'Raid into Angola, '' SOF, December 
'83). Operating from these "Jackals " -as 
they nicknamed the Sabres - their task was 
to ambush roads and tracks and generally 
interdict SWAPO's logistic routes in Ango­
la. They were also able to act as stop groups 
fo r conventional ground assaults by the Pa­
rabats or 32 Battalion against terr camp and 
bunker complexes . The massive firepower 
provided by the Jackals made withdrawal 
very hazardous for the terrs. 

Despite the operational success of the 
Pathfinders and their ability to work almost 
unsupported behind enemy lines - or 
maybe because of it - the senior officers in 
sector HQ resented them. The Pathfinders 
came from diverse and mainly non-South 
African backgrounds and, as a result , were 

called uitlanders (foreigners in Afrikaans, 
the language of the SADF). As such they 
were considered expendable . This animos­
ity was disappointing, since we felt that the 
greatest thing we could offer in the defense 
of a country that we admired and respected 
was our lives. 

The uitlanders were also called "Philis­
tines" (defined in the Concise Oxford Dic­
tionary as " an outsider - an uncultured 
person") by the Afrikaans because of their 
hard-drinking , hard-living habits when out 
of the line, a not uncommon characteristic 
of those who have been on operations. The 
rather austere Afrikaaner or the National 
Service man restricted to two cans of beer a 
week was somewhat wary of these hard­
bitten warriors. However, the title Philistine 
was taken as an epithet of honor by the 
Pathfinders , despite its original intention. 
Ex-members of the Rhodesian SAS even 
had a pullover manufactured with the 
famous "winged dagger" embroidered dis­
creetly on the left breast with the word Phi­
listine beneath. 

Unfortunately , when Col. Carpenter left 
44 Brigade in early 1982 to work with the 
SADF military intelligence , his replace­
ment had little time for the uitlanders in his 
Pathfinder Company. Without Carpenter' s 
support, recruiting ceased and members left 
the Brigade when their contracts were up. 
There are now only two of the original HQ 
44 Brigade Pathfinders left in Hammans­
kraal. The majority of the others have left 
the SADF, since there was no incentive to 
transfer to another unit. A handful , howev­
er, decided to join the recce platoon of 32 
Battalion , and one has joined the Reece 
Commandos. 

The 44 Parachute Brigade Pathfinder 
Company had a short life - a little over a 
year from its formation in November 1980 
to its disbandment in January 1982- but in 
this short time it built up an enviable reputa­
tion for efficiency on operations inside 
SW A and into Angola. Because of their 
extensive combat experience, gained 
throughout the world fighting against those 
who would destroy Western democracy , the 
Pathfinders were hard soldiers who neither 
expected nor gave quarteron the battlefield. 
During their SADF service their expertise 
was put to good effect against SW APO ter­
rorists and their Angolan sponsors. Unfor­
tunately, their dedication to the cause could 
not prevent the demise of a unit feared by 
the enemy. 

The Pathfinders became political casual­
ties . The Afrikaaner inherently distrusted 
foreigners , even those who desired to fight 
for his country . The SADF did not want to 
be accused of employing mercenaries , even 
if these so-called mercenaries received nor­
mal rates of pay and were subject to military 
discipline . Nor did certain members of the 
SADF believe there was a need to employ 
uitlanders. Consequently , the Pathfinder 
Company of Col. Carpenter 's Parachute 
Brigade ceased to exist. However, I think I 
speak for all those who served in the unit 
when I say , •'If South Africa needs us again 
- we'll be back! "~ 
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Continued from page 55 

mountaineering. The train­
ing stressed personal 
courage, physical 
strength, endurance and 
resourcefulness. 

By 1939 the German 
mountain troops were a 
highly respected elite unit 
within the Wehrmacht. 
They served in Norway, 
Italy, the Balkans, Finland, 
mainland Greece and 
Crete, and on the dreaded 
Russian Front. They were 
quite effective in Norway, 
where they secured the 
west coast after bloody 
fighting, and in the Bal­
kans and the Caucasus, 
where members of the 
99th Gebirgsjiiger scaled 
Mt. Elbrus, the tallest 
peak, providing a prop­
aganda victory while other 
regiments occupied them­
selves more productively 
by fighting for various pas­
ses through the mountains 
which would give them ac­
cess to the Black Sea 
Coast. 

The Gebirgsjiiger have 
retained the traditions they 
developed over the last 
century. Their training 
school is located in Mit­
tenwald, West Germany, 
in the Bavarian Alps. They 
are all parachute trained, 
and many are HALO 
trained. Troops from many 
other countries attend the 
intensive year-long course 
which gives them the title 
GebirgsfOhrer (Mountain 
Leader) . In fact, one of 
the British commandoes 
ki lled in the Falklands had 
attended this course and 
his name is inscribed on 
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the war memorial in the 
Bavarian woods. 

As in the early days, 
Gebirgsjiigers are usually 
natives of the Bavarian 
Alps in which they will fight 
- so most of the moun­
tain techniques: skiing, 
survival, camping - are 
natural to them when they 
enter the military. 

The training camp at 
Mittenwald is busy creat­
ing a new generation of 
tough and confident 
Gebirgsjiigers, ready to 
take on the worst nature 
and other men have to 
offer. As James Lucas 
says in his book, Alpine 
Elite, although tactics may 
change with the times, 
when climate and terrain 
make the mountains into 
an insurmountable barrier, 
the Gebirgsjiiger "like the 
mountain flower which he 
wears in his cap, will [still] 
be found flourishing and 
resilient on the loneliest 
and most inaccessible 
peak ."~ 

(1) In spite of older "Fulda 
Gap" doctrine, German moun· 
tain troops know Soviets can 

and will exploit any weakness. 
(2) Close coordination and map 

skills are vital for small units 
moving through complex ter· 

rain. (3) As Finns showed Aus· 
sians in the Winter War, prac­
ticed snow-craft, good equip­

ment and means of keeping 
warm are required for war in 

the cold.(4) German mountain 
troops ski constantly, downhill 
and cross-country, for training 
and - often - amusement. (5) 
Specialized German mountain 

troops - Geblrgsjliger - carry 
telescoping-butt G3s and wear 
mountaineering boots instead 

of military field boots. 
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Don't just take our word, here Is what the experts say 
about Special Weapons Products ... 
"Special Weapons Products one-ups everyone else In 
nylon gear bag and holster business" ... S.O.F. June '84 
"Expensive, yet Is the best carrying case of Its type 
money can buy" ... SWAT Dec. '84. 
Passed the 24 hour test with flying colors, Survival 
Gulde April '84. 

THE BADGER· "For revolvers and autos. "Aides close 
to body for maximum concealment and stability. 
"Extremely last. "Utilizes S.W.P.'s famous 24 Hour 
harness for maximum comfort. ·Magazine or speed 
loader pouch std. (specify). ·Now available in black or 
tan (specify). 
No.1210 with mag pouch 
No.1210 SL, with speed loader pouch ................ $44.95 
No.1290 handcuff case for above .......................... $9.95 

THE CLASSIC ·Weight balanced between shoulders 
and belt. "Quick release pull through retainer for max­
imum security. "Hugs body for maximum concealment 
of large caliber weapons. ·Designed to allow proper grip 
on firearm. ·Famous 24 Hour harness with no excess 
buckles or fasteners that can cause discomfort or show 
lumps through clothing. ·Available in black or tan. 
No.1215 large frame auto w/double mag pouchS49.95 
No.1216 4" revolver w/dbl. speed loader pouchS49.95 
N o.1217 6" revolver w/dbl. speed loader pouchS54.95 
No.1218 8" revolver w/dbl. speed loader pouchS54.95 
1290 handcuff case for above ................................ $9.95 

For more Information and name of clo•Ht dealer cell toll tree: 

Name 

Address 

Phone No. 

U.S. (out1lde Calif.): 1 (800) 282·2220. In Call!.: 1 (800) 3-C1·3330. 

ORDER INSTRUCTIONS: Master Charge and Vise (send account number and expiration date) 
personal checks or money order. Add $3.00 for postage, CA residents add 6% sales tax. Special 
Weapons Products catalog of professional gear $1 (free with order). All products carry lifetime 
warranty against defects ln material or workmanship. DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED. BLDG. 601 
SF-10 SPACE CENTER, MIRA LOMA. CA 91752. 

·ao Page Catalog $1.00; Free With Order 

KNOCK-OUT 

POSTER 

This big new four-color 
poster, 21" x 30" fea­
tures the most attractive 
Special Forces Trooper 
we have ever seen in 
"midburst." Great detail 
and beautiful color. Ship­
ped in a mailing tube. 
Order No. CP-2 .. $7 .50 

postpaid 

Visa and Mastercard 
welcome! 

DEL TA PRESS, LTD. 
P. 0. Box 777 

Mt. Ida, AR 71957 
501 /867-3401 



GET THE MOST POWER YOU 
CAN HAVE IN A NEW 
SUPER-COMPACT SIZE! 

The power of .35 7 Magnum 
and .44 Special loads is now 
packed into two new models from 
Charter Arms featuring a super­
compact 2 Y2 -inch Bull barrel. To 
assist. in. fast-response situations, 
each of these 2 Y2 -inch barrel 
models has a new snag-proof full- . 
length ramp front sight for quick 
aiming. 

Both of these big bore revolvers 
get their endurance and dura­
bility from the famous Charter 

Arms solid-steel frame. Combined 
with the unique "no sideplate" 
design, these models offer the 
utmost in dependable service. A 
quality product at an affordable 
price continues to be a Charter 
Arms commitment. 

Send for the free Charter Arms 
catalog which lists many more 
"Points of Superiority;' and find 
out for yourself how much more 
you get when you choose Charter 
Arms. 

Q-fARTER ARMS 
Department 4CD-SFO, 430 Sniffens Lane, Stratford, CT 06437 

*RARE COLLECTORS FIND* 
Tink's Rhodesian Military Camo Track Suits 

brand new & unissued 
World 's last supply . Issued to Police and Reserve Units for 
training . sport and Special Ops. 50%cotton / 50% poly . 2-piece 
jacket with zipper. tight running pants with pocket . and leg 
straps per military specs . Only large and medium left. Tink has 
the lot . and is selling them first come. first serve for $69.95 
medium size. Less than 500sets remain . Excellent for working 
out . hunting , lounging around. training or combat. Large 
pattern rated World Best Came by the Pros. Illegal to wear in 
Africa . Send check. Money Order or Credit Card information 
including expiration date. Shipped postpaid for $69.95 for size 
medium; $99.95 for large and extra-large . 
Satariland Hunting Corp. 
PO Box NN-SOF. Mclean. VA 22101 
No C O .D.s. Payments in US fund s on ly. 
drawn on US banks only. 
Shipped UPS - give UPS address 
Tel. 7031356· 1997 or 703/356·0620. 
Catalog $ l .oo. 
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DE-BRIEF 

Continued from page 4 

makes SOF special and gives our 
publication a unique - frequently 
misunderstood - niche in the f~eld 
of magazine journalism. Again, no 
apologies for that. 

Despite an increasing dedication 
to tell the vital stories that more 
establishment-oriented publica­
tions tend to give only cursory ink or 
ignore entirely, we will likely con­
tinue to be referred to as "a maga­
zine for mercenaries." That's OK. 
Call us anything but late for chow. 

The plain fact of the matter is you 
wouldn't have to take off your com­
bat boots to count the number of 
actual "mercenaries" who buy and 
read SOF. The folks who peruse our 
pages each month are, or generally 
have been, genuine soldiers, sailors, 
airmen or Marines, who maintain an 
avid interest in the significance, as 
well as the excitement and adven­
ture, of struggles against tyranny 
around the world. As I know all-too­
well, such people were offered damn 
little to be mercenary about in their 
experiences. 

While we're unlikely to pick up any 
decorations for it (with the possible 
exception of the occasional Purple 
Heart some Pentagon-types would 
like to give us), we'll continue to be 
interested in and report on the capa­
bility and professionalism of Amer­
ica's armed forces. Those of us who 
pay the freight have a right to ex­
amine the shipment and we think 
SOF has the format, professional ex­
pertise and commitment to keep the 
X-ray eye on the situation. 

That's the direction of march for 
SOF. The point elements have 
already moved out in the attack. Be­
fore SOF readers saddle up and step 
off on the flanks, here's a word about 
individual responsibility in the com­
ing action: VOTE. 

In the weeks remaining before 
national elections, gather your in­
telligence, analyze the situation and 
terrain, select your target and vote 
the right individuals into position of 
leadership. Most of us fought for the 
right to have a say in our country's 
future. All that - and much, much 
more - is wasted if we don't exer­
cise the privilege for which so many 
of our brothers died. 

Thanks for your support of SOF. 
Continue the march. We intend to do 
so.'?{ 

EXERCISE THE 
PRIVILEGE FOR WHICH 

SO MANY OF OUR 
BROTHERS DIED -

VOTE! 
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" • 1••••' f\RSl LESSO " n increase 
IM YOUtR 1 ballistics that d':-amaticallY 
a seer• 0 . curatY • 0 l BEG 
your hunlt',!'~~~ fRIEMDS01'~~ DD \l! 

. r.l ' tllEM II " I ~OU lO s!IO'#I ·th will scarce Y 

LEARN AT HOME IN SPARE TIME LYOU 
. N "PROs" TEL y 

TOP-FLIGHT .GU 0 DO IT, GUIDE YOU EVER 
HAT TO DO, HOW T STEP OF THE WAY. 

W You' ll see how to take apart and repair almost every 
well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and automatic. We 
take the mystery out of ballistics. Show you how to 

smooth up actions, fit and repair stocks, rechoke 
shotguns, customize handguns. Includes 

bedding techniques, stock inletting, fitt ing 

1 shoot w1 witness 
lh• men yo~ eyes when theY sh0ot1ng 
believe th•;1onallY improv~~ve trouble 
your sensa '{ou maY even eems \i\l.e a 
accura_cY · ~t yoursell') It :, your train· 
beh••:~g- yet. it's P~~ing a gun pro. 
m11ac the waY to bet le appl1· 
rng on do it is the s1m~o1mat1on 
ih• w•Y yo~evea\lng new 11~ explarned 
cation ol g ballistics tha~erstand chart 
co,,cern1.n \e easv-to·un f rst \esson 
with a s1mP ~n1es your I I• ol the 
that a~coi:nP ·us\ one examP n secrets 
r.nd this i~n!1de tips and g~u as you 
dozens · ~1' be revealed toe.ling course 
that w1 through this ex 

As a "Gun Pro" trainee at North American 

drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black 
powder guns. How to buy and sell new and 
used guns for profits. 

WE SHOW YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 
If you qualify otherwise, you may 

obtain a Federal License to buy and 
sell guns, ammunition and accessories 
without inventory ... while you are 
still a student at North American. 

This means you can begin making ex­
tra cash almost immediately - order­
ing guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis. It also helps you get started to­
ward a business of your own ... if that 

progress 

E11erything Explained in 
Easy-to-Understand Language 
so E11en a Beginner Can Follow 
Explanations include photos, diagrams, 
drawings and charts. We send you 'all the 
tools you need so you actually learn by doing 
as you follow the lessons. You receive catalogs, 
bargain bulletins, requirements for Federal 
Firearms License. 

FIRST FOLD HERE 

is what you want after you graduate. ~---:...J! 

GUNS ARE BIG BUSINESS. Gun repair, custom ammo-making, 
sporterizing, custom stocking, sales-all are profit oppor­

tunities for the expert. Now, at home in spare time, you 
can learn the basics you need to become that expert. We 

do not know how many of our graduates have started their 
own gun shops, but we have letters on file from some 
who ha ve. And we'll send you the results of a survey 

showing employment success of our graduates. 
Graduation from this course does not insure that 
you will get a job. To find out how our graduates 

G84 

have done, send for our job placement r ecord. 
You get it all! How to buy a nd sell guns ... customize, 

repair and accurize them .. . fit and finish stocks . . . do 
hand-loading . .. zer o.in scopes ... unde rstand ballistics 

.. . restore antique firearms . .. use black powder 
weapons . .. import guns ... adjust chokes . . . and m ore. 

Because you study at home, you can graduate in m onths 
. .. or take up to two years. Your handsome Diploma will 
proclaim you as a "GUN PRO" when you proudly display 

it in your own shop or at work. • FIRST FOLD HERE 

-·------~1-

GUN REPAIR, BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 

Gives you a good start toward going Into your 
own business or applying for a Job In a 
gunshop. 

GUN SALES TROUBLE-SHOOTING 
MEAN PROFITS 
FOR REPAIRMEN and MUCH, MUCH MORE 

There are more than 20 million hunters plus 
more millions of target shooters, gun collectors ~=,,.._,, 
and owners in the U.S. 

Name 

Address 
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0 VISA 0 MasterCard 
0 Clu!clc or money order enclosed 

Ouant!ty (x $3.50) 

Postage & Handllng $1.25 

3% Sales Tax (Colo. Bes.) 1---- -----j 

Total Amount Enclosed Card# _____________ _ __________ _____ _ 

Exp. Date-----------------------------
Name _____________________________ _ 

Address--~-------------------------~ 
Ctty ___________________ State ___ Ztp ______ _ 

We accept talaphnne orders on MasterCard & VISA - call us at (303) 449-3750. Sorry, no collect calls accepted! Overseas orders add 
$2.00 per copy additional postage. U.S. F1111u nly! Please allow 4-6 weeks for delivery. Cllp coupon and mail to: SOF EXCHAN&E, 
Dept. 84, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306. Offer expires 12/31184. 

SF-10 

ORDER YOUR 
ADVANCE COPY 

TODAY! 
NEWSSTAND 
SALES BEGIN 

NOVEMBER 13th 



YOU ASKED FOR IT -
HERE IT COMES! 

SOF PRESENTS. • • 

COMBAT 
WEAPONS 

The Complete Guide to International Military Firepower 

COMBAT WEAPONS ... The name says it all. Published by the 
world's leading authority on modern warfare - Soldier of Fortune­
COMBAT WEAPONS is the final word on combat weaponry from around 
the world. If you're looking for up-to-the-minute information on the 
state of the world's arsenals - information that you won't find any­
where else - 'coMBAT WEAPONS has it now! Presented with all the 
credibility and first-person reporting you've come to expect from 
Soldier of Fortune. 

• ON-THE-SCENE FIELD TESTS - COMBAT WEAPONS is written by 
goers and doers not content to rewrite stale product literature. 
COMBAT WEAPONS will deliver combat field tests o f state-of-the-art 
weaponry from the mountains of Afghanistan to the jungles of 
Central America - COMBAT WEAPONS will tell you in no-holds-barred 
articles what works and what doesn't work in the ultimate field test 
- combat! 

•EXPERT REPORTING- COMBAT WEAPONS will feature exclusive re­
ports filed by the world's finest military-weapons experts, to in­
clude Peter G. Kokalis, David Isby, Ken Hackathorn, James D. 
Mason and John Satterwhite. 

• WEAPONS UPDATES - COMBAT WEAPONS tells the whole story • 
. . . Has Taiwan adopted a new assault rifle? Who's winning the 
latest U.S. service-pistol trials? Are the Soviets fielding a new 
secret weapon? You'll receive exclusiv~ updates on weapons de­
velopments like these in every issue of COMBAT WEAPONS. 

Here's a few examples of what you'll be getting in the premier issue 
of COMBAT WEAPONS: 

• THE SOVIET'S SECRET ARSENAL - Reported direct from the 
Afghani Battlefront 

•COMBAT DUNE BUGGIES - The Rat Patrol for the '80s 
• AIRWOLF WARFARE - The Deadliest Attack Choppers 

from the U.S., France and the Soviet Union 

• LEGAL ARTILLERY - Fifty-Caliber Sniper Rifles Keep Heads 
Down at 2,000 Yards! 

• BATTLIN' BRENS - A Combat View of Britain's Premier Squad 
Auto from Dunkirk to the Falklands 

•NIGHT-VISION ROUNDUP- Space Age Product s Make the Tac­
tical "Cloak of Darkness" Obsolete 

COMBAT WEAPONS covers it all! From handguns and assault rifles, to 
submachine guns and squad autos, to mortars and artillery, to air­
craft and fighting vehicles and beyond! Don't miss t he premier issue 
of what's destined to become THE guide to state-of-the-art military 



LAST REMAINING SUPPLY 
OF LEGAL AUTO SEARS 

PLEASE READ THE FOLLOWING CAREFULLY 
The drop-in auto sear is the KEY component in converting an AR-15 to M-16 selective 
fire capability (semi or full automatic), and is the ONLY part for this conversion that is 
now required to be registe red by BATF if CURRENTLY manufactured. Because of the 
simpl icity of conversion to full ·automatic fire of the AR-15, the Bureau of Alcohol , 
Tobacco & Firearms ruled that as of 11/ 1/ 81 any drop-in auto sears manufactured 
AFTER that date would have to be serial numbered and registered. Because of the 
sudden decision by BATF to stop ma nufacture of this auto sear, it was not possible to 
build up a large inventory of this item. Therefore , there are only very limited supplies 
left in stock. OUR auto sears were manufactured PRIOR to 11/ 1/81 when it was NOT 
required to have a serial number stamped on this part, therefore WE DO NOT HAVE 
TO RECORD OR SEND RECORDS OF PURCHASE TO BATF and you do not have 
to pay the $200.00 registration fee for automatic weapons to purchase this auto sear. 
STILL COMPLETELY LEGAL TO PURCHASE. Our sears require no milling, drilling 
or grinding. They were manufactured to the closest military tolerances, from the finest 
#4140 ordnance quality steel and contain NO cheap aluminum bases or other parts. 
Our drop-in auto sears and 5 other M-16 parts a re a complete conversion unit that can 
be CHANGED TO FULL AUTO SELECTIVE FIRE OR RETURNED TO SEMI­
AUTO IN ONLY A FEW MINUTES WITHOUT TOOLS. It requires a total of 5 other 
M-16 replacement drop-in parts that do not require machining, to complete your 
AR-15 to M-16 conversion . We sell 4 of these other parts and the 5th part (the bolt 
carrie r) is legally available at any gun dealer, gun show or other mail order house . We 
cannot sell EVERY part without registering the parts themselves as an automatic 
weapon . NOTE: Possession or assembly of ALL 6 of the parts constitutes a full 
automatic weapon and it is your responsibility to register with BATF. 

ALL OF OUR PARTS LISTED BELOW ARE 
UNCONDITIONALLY GUARANTEED FOR 5 YEARS. 

........ ........ OR[)°E'ifFORM··= "c1R'C'i'E''yo'liR' c'HOICES 
AR-15 Drop-in Auto Sear ...... $134.95 

Name 
M-16 Hammer .. .. .. .. .. .. .. .. 12.50 

M-16 Disconnector. . . . . . . • . . . . 12.50 
Address 

M-16 Trigger. . . . . . . . . . . 12.50 

M-16 Safety / Selector Switch .. . 12.50 City State 

AR-15 Modification Manual .... 4.95 0 I enc lose my check or money order for 

Price if purchased separately . .. $189.90 

Zip 

SAVE $25.00 by purchasing our 
Package Deal -

Or please charge to 0 Visa D MasterCard 

ALL OF THE ABOVE ITEMS ... $164.90 Account Number Exp. Date 

Shipping & Handling add $3.00 per order 

Cata log ....... $2.00 - Free with order Signature 

Phoenix Systems, Inc. 
P.O. Box 3339-8, Evergreen, Colorado 80439, Phone: 303 674-2653 
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DODGE CITY 
Continued from page 31 

choppers out to our front. I kept picking 
someone else's blood and guts off my arms 
and body for the next two or three hours . A 
knot bound up in my stomach , and ail I 
could do was thank God that it wasn't us . 

Later in the day , when we broke into a 
regular wooded area, we felt as though a 
weight had been lifted from us. We started 
hitting a series of bunker complexes. They 
were all empty with blown tunnels. At the 
time I was five-feet six-inches , weighing 
150 pounds, so they elected me tunnel rat of 
the day . I got some frags and smoke gre­
nades, and Lt. Brooks handed me his .45. 

After clearing six or seven bunkers, my 
final catch was four cans of sardines, two 
cans of salmon, some beef jerky , four or 
five American C-rat meals and some rice 
wine. Unfortunately, I couldn ' t keep any of 
it. 

We continued our walk in the sun. 
For the next few days we received harass­

ment fire from snipers and mortars. By day 
you could outrun the mortars , but by night it 
was hair-raising . One night stands out in my 
mind: We had come across a pretty clear 
stretch of land , and it was already getting 
dark. The platoon sergeant gathered the 
squad leaders tighter and set up the game 
plan. We were told where to dig in. But 
soon we started to hit rock of some sort, so 
couldn't dig much deeper than about two 
feet. We weren't too happy : We 'd heard 
that the NV A battalion we had missed was 
waiting there for us . 

About 0145 the mortar started coming in. 
It took all my willpower to keep from wet­
ting my pants. A couple of the guys got hit , 
but it wasn't serious. The foxhole to our left 
front , in the center of the arced position , had 
started throwing frags. Everytime a shell 
hit , we looked up: We saw NVA crawling 
up on the position in front of us , try ing to 
break through . Frags starting bursting ; 
MI6s popped and AK-47s cracked. We co­
vered their right flank. 

In the morning we found two dead NV A 
around the position to our front. Blood trails 
led away, so we knew we'd hit more . We 
continued through the elephant grass and 
tall weeds, coming so close to the end of the 
island that we could smell the water. 

A single shot cracked toward us. Ollie , 
the 2nd squad leader, crumpled in a heap. 
Off to the right was a bunker. Roche, Lt. 
Brooks and I went straight for it. Inside we 
found one scared NV A who surrendered. 
Off to the left was more firing and a hot 
pursuit. We continued the search for several 
minutes , but came up with nothing. 

Lt. Brooks called in a cobra. A few mi­
nutes later she was hovering above, asking 
for the fire mission . We marked our position 
with white smoke, and told them to hit ev­
erything to our front as far as the river. After 
two passes with their mini guns they de­
parted , and we started our sweep of the area. 
Near the riverbank we found them: a man 

OCTOBER 84 



Brunton 8x30 Rubber Armored Binocular. 
Waterproof, black rubber armored, fully coated roof 
prism optics. Built in compass & reticle rangefinder for 
superb outdoor and marine use, even in low light. 
Field of view 367 ft. at lOOOyds. ; 24.8 oz. Padded belt 
pouch. Item #3001 ...... ..... ..... $429.95 
Brunton 8x21 Camo Binocular. 
Green camouflage armor and fully coated roof prism 
optics. Great for hunting, fishing, bird watching and all 
outdoor uses. Field of view 367 ft. at 1000 yds.; 8.8 
oz. With cammo canvas belt pouch. Item 
#3002 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $124. 95 
Brunton Model 8040 Compass. 
The most popular compass for professional compass 
readings. Mirrored cover for accurate prismatic sight­
ings with rotating dial which adjusts for declination 
graduated every 2 degrees. Compact size allows the 
instrument to be carried in shirt or pants pocket. 
lanyard and compass instruction booklet included. 
Item #3003 .............. . ......... $31.95 

Selous Scouts 
Top Secret War 

_ ........ -.._ .. _.., ___ . __ 
._.....,,_ ,.,_,_, .. ...._ ___ ., .. 
.<aa1S1a111rr .... - • .,,... , .., .. 

=:::::."":.:"::---­
~~~-;::· ...... (>J,1.- ........ _ ,,_ 

Lt.Col. Ron Reid Daly 
as told to Peter Stiff 

Selous Scouts Top Secret War by Lt. Col. 
Ron Reid Daly. The role of this famous unit in 
Rhodesia's war against terrorism. Hardcover 
$25.00 

Official SOF Field Cap & Insignia. Top quality 
dark european style field cap. Type made famous 
by Rommel's Afrika Korps and worn today by 
British Royal Marine Commandoes. Complete with 
beautiful silver drop SOF logo pin. $28. 95 

...... 

Sabrelite 
The flashlight used by U.S. Special Forces and field 
tested by the SOF staff in Central America. Strong, 
sturdy and submersible down to 2000 fl Available in 
green or Black. With black out non-magnetic hard­
ware $31.95. Without black out hardware $29.95 
#4003 Pelilite 
Smaller version of the Sabrelite. Submersible down to 
2000 feet the Krypton lamp gives a strong bright b~am 
and will take a lot of punishment. Size S'ls' ' long by 
15/s" wide. 7 oz. Item #4003 ....... .. $19.95 
#4004 Sabrellte System 2000 
Complete Sabrelite with 1.4 Amp. lamp - Solid 
state UL rated charger with LED monitor. Charger 
module. Spare .84 Amp Krypton Lamp. Spare "O" 
Ring with grease. Sabrelite foam liner. Watertight/ 
Unbreakable Pelican Guard Box Storage Container. 
Item #4004 . . ........ ...... . .. .. . .. $79.95 
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ACCESSORIES 

c 

7001 Official Soldier of Fortune patch. 
Red, white and black . . . . ..... . . 

7002 Official Soldier of Fortune patch 
Subdued. Olive drab . . ... 

7003 SOF Camo Shield Patch 
7004 El Salvador Battalion 

Aerotransportado Patch 
7010 SOF Belt Buckle - pewter ..... . 
7011 SOF Belt Buckle - chrome wired 

enameled logo . .. .... . . . .. .... .. . . 
7012 SOF Miiitary Style Buckle wisilver 

drop logo ........ . .. . ......... . . . . . . 
7020 SOF Logo lapel Pin - red enameled . 
7021 SOF Logo Lapel Pin - si lver drop . 
7022 SOF Beret Badge - red enameled . 
7023 SOF Beret Badge - silver drop . . . . . . 
7024 SOF Beret Badge - black anodized . . 
7030 SOF Zlppo Lighter 
7031 SOF Mug . . . 
7032 SOF Ashtray 
7033 SOF Binders ... .... .... . 
7034 SOF Beer Can Coolers ........... . 
7035 SOF Ring -Stainless steel with silver 

drop logo. sizes 7 -12. 

A 

$1.95 

$1.95 
$4.95 

$4.95 
$6.95 

$9.95 

$10.95 
$2.50 
$5.95 
$7.00 
$8.00 
$8.00 
$9.95 
$7.95 
$4.95 
$7.95 
$3.95 

$57.95 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE T-SHIRTS 
J 001 Soldier of Fortune (logo) .. 
1002 Peace through Superior Firepower 
1003 Nuke Iran .. 
1004 Death Rides a Pale Horse ... .. ..... . 
1005 Special Forces - Living by Chance, 

$7.95 
$7.95 
$7.95 
$7.95 

Loving by Choice, Kiiiing by Profession $7.95 
1006 Marines - Let me win your hearts and 

minds or l'U bum your damn huts down. $7. 95 
1007 Southeast Asia Wargames-2nd Place $7. 95 
1008 Visit Lebanon , Help a Syrian meet 

Allah. Backed with "Hey we just step-
ped In some Shiite!" . . . . . . . . . . $7. 95 

1009 SOF/HK (features the HK MPS) $7.95 
1010 SOF Sport Shirt . $14. 95 
Selous Scouts Top Secret War by Lt. Col. 
Ron Reid Daly. The role of this famous unit in 
Rhodesia 's war against terrorism. Hardcover 
$25.00 .................................................... 

BOOKS 
8001 Selous Scouts Top Secret War by Lt. Col. Ron Reid Daly. The role of this famous 
unit in Rhodesia's war against terrorism. Hardcover $25.00. 8002 Mercenaries Manual 
by Terry Edwards. The book on surviving in combat 132 pages with illustrations and photos. 
$5. 95. 8003 Mere: American Soldiers of Fortune by Jay Mallin and Robert K. Brown. 
An eye opening account of the lives. ideals. and adventures of today's soldiers of fortune. 
Hardcover $14. 95. 8004 Grenades by Mike Weber. A new generation of weapons has 
given new meaning to the word grenades. How they work. how to use them. 130 pages and 
over 80 photos and illustrations. $5. 95. 8005 Combat: House to House by Terry 
Edwards. A timely book on urban warfare as being fought in Lebanon. Over 200 pages with 
photos and illustrations. $6. 95. 8006 Knife Self Defense for Combat by Michael D. 
Echanis. First book in a series dealing with hand-to-hand combat as taught to the Special 
Warfare Branches of the United States Military. $5.95. 8007 Basic Stick Fighting for 
Combat by Michael D. Echanis. Third book in a series on hand-to-hand combat/special 
weapons and special tactics. $7.95. 8008 VIiiage Defense- Initial Special Forces 
Operations in Vietnam by Col. Ronald Shackleton. A personal account that covers the 
Special Forces involvement during a phase of the war that is not really widely known. 
Hardcover. $13. 95. 8009 Same as above in softcover. $9. 95. 8010 Secrets of Under­
ground Organizations. Originally published by the Special Operations Research Office, 
under the auspices of the U.S. Army, this comprehensive work reveals how underground 
operations are conceived. developed, and organized. $9.95. 
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Mail to : SOF EXCHANGE, SV 884, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 

ITEM # DESCRIP. COLOR QTY. SIZE PRICE 

0 VISA 0 MASTERCARD p- & Hondl!ng 

• Cant # 33 Sales Tu (CO .... ) 

TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 

NAM~------------------------

• ADDRESS----------------------~ 

• CITY-----------------STATE....__ ZIP __ _ 
We accept telephone on:ien on MasterCard & VISA - call us at (303) 449-3750. Sorry, no 

• collect calls accepted! PLEASE INCLUDE $1. 75 FOR THE FIRST ITEM ORDERED - • 
INCLUDE 75C FOR EACH ADDIDONAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas • 
orders add 30%. PLEASE ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. . ....... .._ ....................... ...,, ................... . 
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and a woman , both in black pajamas , both 
with AK-47s and both very dead . We 
escorted our prisoner to the CP. Ollie had 
taken a round in the stomach , but the doc 
said he would be all right. 

Next morning , we hit the end of the line . 
We thought it was all over, but the order 
came down to build rafts for the gear and a 
lifeline for us to cross the river. We sent a 
reinfo rced squad of the best swimmers 
across first to set up the line and provide 
security. After we were in gear, it took 
about two hours fo r the entire cross ing. 

The new orders were to sweep all adjoin­
ing islands fo r that NV A battalion, as they 
weren' t on Go Noi any longer. Tt was bad 
news, but at least we were responsible only 
fo r this one island. The chances were 9 to I 
that we would hit the shit. Choppers brought 
us a new ammo supply, including frags. We 

Hi Impact Plastic 
No Alterations 
New Conventional Style Stock 

had to hump extra rounds for the mortar , 
too. In addition we got a fresh supply of 
little white shit-pills - a lifesaver. 

The island was thick vegetation, the tops 
of the trees cutting out most of the sunli ght. 
We cut in to the brush and , farther inl and , 
started hitting tracks. Here and there we 
heard fire fi ghts and got sporadic sniper 
rounds and booby traps. It was hot, and the 
day was almost fi nished. We were di verted 
off to the ri ght , and our company was 
chosen for CP security. 

We set up a solid 360 degrees around the 
CP, making our own fie ld of fi re. After we 
were dug in and all of our ordnance was set 
in place, the CP ordered the ir regulars to 
relieve us fo r 30 minutes. Off to our rear 
was a cli ff which led to a beach. We went 
skinny-dipping, then back to our posts. 

Skipper Adams came around to see how 

Available for 12, 16, and 20 Ga . Rem. 870, 1100; 
S & W 3000 and Ithaca 37 $40 

PISTOL GRIP STOCK $45 
Available for Mossberg 500; Winchester 1200 and 1400; Ithaca 37; Rem. 870 
and 1100; S & W 3000 and Banelli 

Matching Fore End for all Pumps 

Matching Fore End for all Rem. 1100 

Pistol Grip Fore End 

$20 $12 

•• 

$20 

$12 
$20 

Available for Rem. 870; Ithaca 37; Mossberg 500; Marlin 120; Winchester 
1200; High Standard and S & W 3000 

SHOTGUN MAGAZINl~ EXTENSION KITS 
(As Shown Above) 

Solid Blued Steel , Extra Long Spring, No Alterations, 7-Shot Model for 18" 
Barrel, 8-Shot Model for 20" Barrel. In 12 Ga . Only for Rem. 870 
and 1100; Winchester 1200 and SX-1 ; Browning A-5 and $ 2 2 
Marlin 120 

[HDRTF 
SPECIALIZING IN PARTS AND ACCESSORIES 
MINl -14, SHOTGUN, AR-15 / M-16, .45 and 10/ 22 

P. 0 . BOX 1995 Send $1 .00 for Complete Catalog 

EL DORADO, AR 71731 CALL 1-800-643-1564 

ml· ® 
~T 

2101 N. COLLEGE 

(501) 863-5659 
C .0 .D. ORDERS ACCEPTED FOR U.P.S. SHIPMENT 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• MIL ARM CO. LTD. 
IN 10969 101ST STREET 
CANADA CONTACT: EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5H259 
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all t.he men were doing. He told us, " Keep 
smiling and shoot straight. " He was one 
he ll of a man; I'd go in to battle with him 
anywhere . 

With night the mortars came, but th is 
time they couldn ' t hit the broad side of a 
barn . They kept us awake, just the same. Lt. 
Brooks came to each position to warn us that 
their not hitting us right on could mean that 
they were close and were going to attack. 
" Stay awake and ready," he said . 

We were on 100 percent the rest of the 
night. We loosened the pins on more frags , 
got more ammo out of our backpacks and 
prepared for the worst. 

"We who are 
about to die salute 

you." 

One guy turned in his fox hole and said , 
" We who are about to die salute you." We 
all started 'to laugh. It took the edge off 
things. 

The night passed with onl y a few probes 
which we repelled . In the morning we were 
gung ho - ready to fight and die, knowing 
we would take a lot of them wi th us. The 
next two days passed without incident. 

On the 4th of Jul y we were suddenly 
awakened by a mortar. We were set in a 
360-degree position. We all jumped up with 
a start , thinking we were being hit. Shrapnel 
from the explosion fl ew past my head . It 
killed two and wounded four or five. We 
searched the countrys ide for an attack, wait­
ing fo r more mortars. None came . We se­
cured our position and our anxiety. 

I walked over to the guy who was six 
people away from me to my right. He was a 
crispy critter with only legs , arms and a 
head . The torso was gone. The guy next to 
him was mutilated . 

In a few minutes the chopper came in to 
take them out. It was a messy job, getting 
the gooey remains into the body bag . The 
gunner on the chopper threw up when he 
touched the me·ss . After the chopper left, 
one of the guys told the Skipper that he 'd 
seen. the whole thing. 

The crispy critter had stood watch, know­
ing we would saddle up and move out. He'd 
started to prepare ahead of time . He put a 
mortar and some blasting caps in his pack , 
tied it up and put it on his back. Then he 
plopped down - and everything went off. 

It was another hot day . The NY A had 
switched islands and run into other ele­
ments. On 5 July the op ended. We were 
taken back to the new battalion area where, 
two days later, we ran into another he ll : 
Operation Durham Peak. ~ 
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Comin' at you 
STRONG1 

ASSAULT 
5YSTEms 

They're strong ... stronger than leather, yet allow guns 
to breathe. Lightweight and flexible too .. . for utmost 
comfort. Washable- no mildew. Hook & Loop closures 
for weapon security and easy access. Black only, 
with military spec. hardware. When ordering, specify 
weapon and whether right or left-handed. 

WBB Web Belt with Fastex buckle, black ...... $16.75 
MP Dual Mag. Pouch- specify .45 or 9mm . . . . $10.00 
MPU- holds 2 Speed Loaders or Handcuffs ... . $10.00 

Shoulder Holsters 

·) NEW! 
Butt Pack 
Spacious, lightweight, pad­
ded. Made of strong, 11 oz. 
waterproofed DuPont Cor­
dura Nylon in black or cam­
ouflage. Webbing on each 
side to mount holster, mag. 
pouch. canteen, etc. Re­
movable nylon web belt 
with Fastex buckle. 
BP . . ... . .. $41.75 

Belt Holsters Ankle Holsters 

Wear with military web belt, or any 
other bell. Five styles to fit most guns. 

Super-cpncealment and i;omfort. Ultra light nylon web­
bing and ballistic nylon. Built-in rubber padding over 
ankle. 

Concealable Shoulder Hofs11er (Top~ Flis most any gun. 
Elastic back strap allows free movement ol right arm. Fully 
adjustable 1W nylon web harness. SHC . . . . . .. .. $40. 

Miiitary Shoulder Holster (Bonam). Constructed of 5 
layers ballistic nylon. Sewn in sight channel. Fully 
adjustable 11/4'' web harness. HN45B for autos $38; 
HN45BR for revolvers $35: HN45~L for 6" BBL $43. 

BH45 for autos S38 
BH45R for revolvers $35 
BH45L for 6" BBL guns $43 
BHC for 2" revolvers $24.50 
BHCO for 3" and 4" revolvers $24.50 

AHRforrevolvers .. .... . .. . .. .. . . . . .. . . $30 
AHA!or auto's ...... .. .. .. .. . . . .. . $30 
AHO for 3" and 4" revolvers and large auto's ... . . $30 
Also available: SPB ankle pouch for money, credit 
cards, etc. .. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . $24.5<1 

·· ·-·-·············--·~··· .. ···· ··· ···· ··---·-··· ; AS SAU· •]' Send $1.00 for : ; L TM ~ complete Assault : : SYSTEms Systems catalog- : 
• free with order. · - . 

SUBSIDIARY OF COMSEC INTERNATIONAL, INC., Dept. SF-104 
869 HORAN DRIVE • ST. LOUIS, MO 63026-2478 

: TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1·800-325-3049 
• MISSOURI RESIDENTS 1-314-343-3575 TWX: 9107601429 

Plus $3 per order for postage 
(Canada and Hawaii $5). 

MasterCard. Visa. AmEx, Money 
Order. Check or C.0 .D.-merch. held 
for clearance of checks not certified. 

Send Dealer FFL or 
Law Enforcement Dept. le"erhead. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT & 
DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

Please send me the following: 

Bill my: O Master Card 0 Visa 0 AmEx 

Exp. Date _ _ _ Card # ------1'.::.!l~l!!l!JG~:J::I 

Name---------------------~ 
Address ____ _ _ _ _ ____________ _ 

Distributed exclusively in Canada by Milarm Co. Lid., 10969-101 Street, Edmondton, Alberta, Canada TSH 2S9 (403) 424-5281 
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MaslerCard, Visa, Personal Checks 
(Minimum credit card order $15) 

MONEY ORDERS 
SHIPPED AT ONCE 

Personal Checks & Charges Allow 
4-Weeks for Defimy 

FREE SHIPPING 
FOR U.S., APO. FPO & CANADA 

No C.O.D. Overseas Add 30% 

FREE CATALOG w/ ORDER OF $15 
SEND St for COMPLETE ILLUSTRATED 
CATALOG WITH OVER 175 DESIGNS 

& 65 AWARD CERTIFICATES 

Blue, Gold, Groen. Gray ONLY 7.95 

RING-NECK 
T-SHIRTS 

ONE SIZE FITS ALL 
ONLY8.50 CAPS Rod.C.oen. ONLY 7.95 

U. - wl<i Pl\ U. blue wl<i blue. Gray wAlll< lrin Blue or Black wMtte lr011 panel 

BASEBALL SHIRT Co~r, Gray Body, Black Trim ... . ............. ONLY 11 .50 

Specify Shirt Type, Color, Style & Insignia No. 
Men's sizes S, M, L, XL 

U.S. Special Forces (#I) 
U.S. Special Forces Spec. Oper. (#27) 
U.S. Special Forces Deaths Head (# 137) 
U.S. Abn. Winos 
(Master #4) (Senior #5) (Novice #6) 
Rhodesian - Security Force (# 12) 
Rhodesian - Kinos African Rifles (#34) 
German - SS Deaths Head (# 19) 
German - Wallen SS Runes (# 18) 
Deaths Head with Crossed Rifles (# 151) 
I Got Screwed in Vietnam (# 159) 
Foreion leoion fnsionia (# 156) 

CAMO T-SHIRT Woodland ONLY6.00 

U.S.M.C. · lnsionia (# 2) 
U.S.M.C. · Force Recon (#9) 
U.S. 101st Airborne (#7) 
173rd Airborne (#155) 
U.S. Army Ranoer (# 26) 
1st Cav. · Airmobile (#42) 
Military Police (# 132) 
U.S. Navy S.E.A.l. (# 11) 
British · S.A.S. (# 13) 
British · Royal Marines (# 17) 
Scottish · Blackwatch (# 20) 
Mere. · This Body For Hire (# 158) 

Tiger Stripe ONLY 7. 00 

BOONIE CAP Camouflage, OD, S.M-l-XL . . ........... ONLY6.00 

CAMOUFLAGE MARINE CAP S-M-l-XL ...... ONLY5.00 

CAMOUFLAGE BANDANA .. . .oNtY2.00 

NYLON TAOICAL WATCHBAND IKY4.50 WALLET IKY6.50 
(Camouflage, OD, Black) 

THE VERY BEST 
Continued from page 37 

"Beckwith was away from the team 
doing something, and another officer was 
giving us a rat ion of bull. Well, he didn ' t see 
Charlie sneak up on him , though we sure 
did. Next thing he knew , Charlie had him by 
the lape ls, and shit, he lifted him right off 
the ground. 'You mess with my boys again 
and I' II tear your head off your shoulders,' 
he told him ." 

White Star, however successful it was on 
a local level, was not able to halt the gains of 
the North Vietnamese and Pathet Lao. On 
23 July 1962, an agreement was reached 
with the communists in Geneva to neutral­
ize Laos and withdraw all foreign mi litary 
and paramilitary units. In a preview of what 
would later happen in Vietnam, Blackburn 
says, ''We did it by the numbers and check­
ed off at the checkpoints, and the North 
Vietnamese just stayed there. " 

In fact, only 40 North Vietnamese were 
removed under International Control Com­
mission observation . At the time of the 
agreement , there were 6,000 NVA person­
nel in 12 battalions plus 3 ,000 advisers to 
the Pathet Lao in Laos. Six months later 
when they all should have been withdrawn , 
U.S. inte lli ge nce estimates put NV A 
strength at 4,000 troops in eight battalions 
plus 2,000 advisers. The communists had 
brought about the withdrawal of the U.S. 

** CAN YOU? ** 
• Electronically listen thru any wall? 
• See in t he dark cheaply? 
• Read thru an envelope with a $1.00 chemical? 
e Obtain UNLISTED TELEPHONE NUMBERS? 
•Open virtually any LOCK OR SAFE in seconds? 
•Ditch or tail anyone? 
•Beat the lie detector and the PSE? 

Run a driver 's license/vehicle check? 

•Trace anyone, anywhe re? 
•Save 30% 500% on the best surveillance gear? 
• Get birth death and real property records? 
•Run a 50 state credit check? 
• Alter common objects into surveillance gear? 
•Beat private detectives at their own game? 
• Perfectly scramble any conversation? 

Defeat bug and recorder detectors? 

The First Encyclopedia Of CIA Type Tricks 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
- LEE LAPIN -

Can 10,000 private ' investigators , police chiefs . intelligence agents (from both sides of the fence), embassies 
news reporters and the internal security forces of several mid-eastern countries all be wrong? 

'.' .. The most dangerous book ever published ," -NBC newscaster , "one hell of a book, for the first time ANYONE 
can access the secret data banks and devices of the sophisticated powers''-National News Service, "the privat e 
eye's bible',' Association of Private Investigators, plus rave reviews in everything ranging .from consumer pub 
lications to Police Times . 

NOW AVAI LABLE TO THE GENERAL PUBLICI! Now you can actually understand/use or protect you rse lf from 
becoming a target of any intelligence campaign. Hard -and fast data from skip tracing to sta te of the art 

surveillance!!! At Better Bookstores Everywhere - OR 

ORDER TODAY BY MAIL OR TOLL FREE 
TELEPHONE!! VISA MC ORDER S ONLY 800-345-8112in PA 8006622444 or mai l 

$29 .95+$4 00 p ostage to Auburn -Wolfe Co. Box 623 H olmes Pa 19 043 Dept 50. 
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NEW MILITARY 
CLOTHING-AND HATS 
If nor certain about size. send measurements. 
0 BRITISH ARMY TYPE COMBAT SWEATER $19.95 

Reinforced shoulders & elbows. ava ilab le in · 
0.0. Green or Black. S. M , L or XL 100% 
washable acrylic. No Itching 

0 ORIGINAL G.I. 5 BUTTON SWEATER $19.95 
IOO%Acrylic 1n 0.0. Green or Black. S. M. Lor XL. 

0 TIGER STRIPE FATIGUES $29.95/set 
100% canon. 2 pocket shirt & 4 pocket pants 

THE FOLLOWING FATIGUES are reinforced at all 
stress points - knees. backside. elbows. ere. M ade 
of heavy duty consrruct1on. SO% cotton/ SO% nylon. 
Jackets have 4 packers. pants have 6 pockets with 
ad1ustab le waist straps. belt loops and ank le draw 
scrings. 
0 DAY DESERT CAMOUFLAGE S4'i.95/set 

FATIGUES Latest Issue. FSN 84 JS-01- 102-6766 
S. M , L. add 54.00 for XL. GOVT ISSUE 

0 DAY DESERT PANTS or JACKET ONLY S28.95 ea 
S, M. L. add 52.00 for XL 

0 WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE $49.95/set 
FATIGUES Latest Issue. FSN 84 1S-0 1-084- 1647 
S. M. L. add 54.00 for XL 

O WOOOLANO CAMOUFLAGE S28.95 ea 
PANTS or JACKET S. M . L. add 52.00 for XL 

0 0.0. GREEN RIP-STOP 100% COTTON $26.95 ea 
JUNGLE FATIGUES PANTS OR JACKETS ONLY 

0 L2B LIGHTZONE XS, S, M , L $49.95 / XL S52.9S 
FLYING JACKETS (LIGHTWEIGHT) 
FSN 84JS-00-817-0S98. NYLON shell. steer zipper . 
Knit collar. cuffs and waistband. Fully reversib le. 
Sage green with international orange inside liner. 
Two outer pocke ts. Zipper pocket and pen holders 
on left sleeve. Epaulets on shoulders. 

0 M-65 FIELD JACKET. ORIGINAL G.I ., $44.95 
d .o. GREEN , WOODLAND OR DESERT TAN 
Don't confuse w/o lder types. La test G.l. issue 
nylon/canon cons truction and quarpel water 
repellent (only available to U.S. Govt.) All jack-
ets have hideaway zipper hood. FSN 84 IS· 
00-782-2939. XS, S, M , L. 
add SS.OD for XL 

0 " BOONIES" ORIGINAL G.l. 
CAMO JUNGLE HAT 
With large brass screen vents. pecify: Wood­
land. Day Desert. 0 .0. Green or USMC Came 
np-stop.' S1zes: 7. 7V.. 7'h. 73/4 · 

COMBAT KNIVES & BAYONETS 
O ORIGINAL U.S. M 1943 MACHETE 

new with scabbard. 18" blade 
0 USMC COMBAT KNIFE 

Parkerized 7" blade origina l G.l. 
with leather sheath. New 

$13.00 

$22.00 

0 U.S. AIRFORCE ISSUE PILOT SURVIVAL $19.50 
KN IFE, NEW Complete w ith sharpening 
stone & leather scabbard. S" blade 

0 COLT Ml ARl5/ M16 BAYONET S29.9S 
& M8AI SCABBARD 
Blade length 6'.' belt atta ch ., sure-grip handle 
with COLT markings 
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0 KHAKI WATCH by HAMILTON 
Water resistant. shock resistant. Anti ­
magnetic. 12/24 hour dial, non-glare 

stainless steel case. hack feature 
~-·-..-.......... 

\ 

(for watch synchronization). 2 
~· At.\\._\ ny lon web bands olive & khaki, 

\ 

\ \'\"'~-"" ~ and a one year mfg. warranty 
,:..,.....--- Retail 570.00 

l--~ Our price SSS.SO SAVE S11.SO 
0 NEW Quartz model w/calendar also available 

for ONLY $69.00 Retail S79.9S SAVE S10.9S 

UNIQUE ACCESSORIES 
For the Outdoorsman 
0 G.l. TYPE COLLAPSIBLE SHOVEL S12.9S 

W/G.l. NEOPRENE COVER 
231/2" fully extended. 9" folded. Fits 1n a pack or 
knapsack or on web gear. 

0 MILITARY STYLE GUN CARRYING CASES 
Heavy Duty. water repellent. mildew res istant. 
0. D. green with black nylon web handles. 
zippered accessory pocket. fu lly padded w ith 
full length Heavy Oury se lf repa1r1ng zipper. 
lint-free corduroy lining. ~c;1 

·s& ·&" &\)'( 

0 Ml GARAND, M-14/ MIA, FN FAL S29.9S 
46" length 

O COLT ARIS, HK 91 / 93 44" length S26.9S 
0 CARIS, ARl80, 36" length S24.9S 
0 MINI 14, Ml CARBINE. S21.9S 

REM 870 42" length 

0 UZI, MAC'S, MP-5, 28" length $22.SO 
O COLT GOVT MODEL or COMBAT COMMO. 9.95 
0 SLEEPING BAG S, BRANO NEW, S59.9S 

1983 ISSUE 14°F to 4S°F 
GI MJ949 mountain sleeping bags. summer 
weight. 100% feather fill ed. FSN 8465-7855 

0 Ml91 I/ Al .45 AUTO, FIELD 
MAINTENANCE KIT 
Genuine G.I. ca rrying case 6 1/2 " x 2112" con­
tains eight parts most common ly needed to 
keep your .45 shooting. Firing pin, extractor. 
magazine. firing pin spring. ejector. sear spring. 
recoil spring & combo tool. Moisture resistant 
packaged & attaches to web gear. S24.95 

GUN BOOKS & MILITARY MANUALS 
O JUNGLE OPERATIONS FM-31-3S S5.95 

114 PGS. Complete manual for tarnca l 
operations in jungle areas. illustrated. 

0 U.S. RIFLE Ml4, R. BLAKE STEVENS $34.95 
340 PGS. HARDCOVER , illustrated. 
Covers complete evolution of M - 14 
from initial M- 1 Garand modifications 
to the specialized M -2 1 sniper ri fles. 

0 SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONS FM-31-2°1 SS.00 
227 PGS. Complete fie ld manual. illustrated. 

0 SWAT TEAM MANUAL FM-1698, $12.00 
134 PGS. Operational procedures. tact ics 
and theories for SWAT operations. illustrated. 

· 0 V IET CONG BOOBYTRAPS, MINES AND SS.00 
MINE WARFARE TECHNIQUES. Illustrated 
Pub. by Department of the Army. TC5 -3 I 69 Pgs. 

SCOPES & MOUNTS 
0 COLT ARI S/ M 16 MOUNT WITH 

BUSHNELL 4X SCOPE Rings Included 
SS4.9S 

" 

0 ARl5/ Ml 6 MOUNT WITH BUSHNELL S67.9S 
3 X 9 VARIABLE SCOPE Rings Included 

0 ORIGINAL COLT ARIS/ M l6 3 X 20 S1S9.00 
SCOPE, NEW Installs 1n Seconds 

0 ORIGINAL COLT ARl5/ Ml6 4 X 20 $180.00 
SCOPE, NEW 

PACKS & WEB GEAR 
0 U.S. ARMY LC - I (ALICE PACK) $59.95 

Brand new G.l. back pack designed to carry 
loads up to SO lbs. Complete with shoulder 
straps, quick release buckles & attachment 
loops for carrying extra equipment. Water 
repellent. rip stop nylon. 0.0. green . 

0 MECHANICS TOOL BAG S18.9S 
0.0. canvas. masonite bot tom. web handle. 
8 small in side pockets. 2 large outs ide divided 
pockets. brass zipper FSN 5140-00-324-4306 
di men. I J"L x 6"W x ?"H. 

0 TANKERS TOOL BAG, U.S. ARMY ISSUE S19.9S 
Heavy duck canvas. 0.0. green tool bag. Con­
cealed H. 0 . zipper and web carrying handles. 
dimen. 20"L x 6"W x JO"H. 

0 COMPLETE LC· I NYLON COMBAT O $42 .80 
HARNESS ASSEMBLY <,aveS \ 
Save s ID.DD. outfit includes: I pair adjustable 
LC-I suspenders. I canteen with cover. 2 M16 
pouches (hold 3-30 rd. mags. each). I pistol 
belt. I neoprene 1ntrenching tool carrier and 
I first aid dress ing/ compass case. 

0 PISTOL BELT WITH " SILENT" QUICK S11.95 
RELEASE BUCKLE Lares! issue. 0.0. green. 

CATALOG 

Everything is here. hard to fi nd pans. accessories & 
gear. Please send a dollar (Refundable on first order) 
10 cover our postage & handling. Cata log 1s free 
with order. 

ORDERING 
Minimum order is s I 0. All major credit cards. checks & 
money orders are accepted. Please w rite credit card in­
formation down with signature and exp. dare along 
with order on another sheet or xerox and use these 
pages as your order form. Be sure to include the proper 
shipping, insurance & handling charges (see chart be­
low). Calif. residents add 6V2% sales tax. If you 're not 
sure about sizes send your measurements. Thank you I 

·SHIPPING, HANDLING & INSURANCE 
. AMOUNT SEND AMOUNT 

Up to s I 5.00 . ... .. 52.50 576.00 to 599.00 ... . 
s I S.00 to 530.00. . 3.00 s I 00.00 to s I SO.DO . 
531.00 to 549.00. . 4.00 s IS 1.00 to 5200.00 . 
ISO.OD to s ?S.00. . S.00 

SEND 
. 6.00 

7.50 
8.50 

Shipping on orders 5201.00 or more. and all foreign 
orders will be handled on a case-by-case basis. Toll Free 
for credit card orders only outside Cali fornia. Calif. 
residents or for info. call 818·349·7600 
Send to: Sherwood International 
IB714 Parthenia St., SF IO Noithridge. California 91324 

SHERWOOD 
International Expo.1 CoritoratiOn 

800·423·5237 
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A STEP AHEAD . .. the ultimate outdoor shoe! 
A top quality shoe for style and comfort around town or in 
the field . 

The special "Lateral Traction Soft Sole" is made for rough 
terrain and hiking. CAMO'" is extremely quiet for 
stalking-excellent for archers. The full arch 
support provides comfort and 
support. 

The CAMO'" comes in both 
High Top and Low Top. 
The fastener on the Low Top 
is a unique, unbreakable, 
Velcro® strip. The High Top 
is constructed to give complete 
ankle support. 

• 51% leather• 49% nylon• 100% washable• Lateral traction "sott sole." Similar to an orthopedic 
"comfort heel" •Water repellent • Brown Camouflage •Green Camouflage or Solid Black. 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED. 

Please send me: , 
1
: QJ J =i 

_Low Tops, size Color at $32.95 each I · VISA , 
_High tops, size Color at $45.95 each ' - --·- L. ____ , 

SIZE::; AVAILABLE: Full sizes 1-14; Half Sizes 4112-11 V2 (order 112 size larger than normal) 
0 I have enclosed check or money order or $32.95 for each pair of low tops and $45.95 for each 

pair of high tops, plus 5% tax (Tex res. only) and $3.50 per pair for shipping and handling. 

Charge to my 0 VISA or 0 MC 0 MC Interbank# Exp. date ---
~Card# Signature _ _________ _ 

IL VISA & MC CALL 1-800-231-0862fTexas Residents Call (713) 568-9151 
5l Send to: SPARE TIME SPORTS, 11011 South Wilcrest, Suite. E, Houston, TX 77099 
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military from Laos and secured control over 
the territory adjacent to South Vietnam 
through which the Ho Chi Minh infiltration 
route passed. 

Charlie Beckwith had his first face-to­
face view of communism in Laos , but the 
real turning point in his career came in 1961 
when he was selected to go to the British 22 
Special Air Service Regiment on a year­
long exchange program. 

Charlie was the second officer to go , and 
both he and his predecessor , Elliot P . 
"Bud " Sydnor , who served as Bull 
Simons' deputy on the Son Tay raid , were 
rigorously screened for the honor. 

The SAS is undoubtedly one of the 
world's foremost commando units. Origi­
nating in World War II and used extensively 
for deep-penetration sabotage and recon 
missions , the SAS has evolved to include 
new specialties such as antiterrorist tactics. 
In May 1980, they successfully rescued 19 
hostages held by terrorists in Iran's London 
Embassy (see " SAS Dares and Wins, " 
SOF, September '80). 

As an American, Charlie was determined 
to acquit himself well and make a favorable 
impression for his country. Furthermore, 
SAS training emphasized two qualities that 
Charlie had in abundance: guts and resour­
cefulness. 

One SAS exercise was an escape-and­
evasion problem. The SAS men would be 
dropped off a covered truck in Corsica, 
accomplish a mission , contact the escape 
net and work their way out. They were 
briefed thoroughly, given maps of the area 
to study, and told who to contact and where. 
Then the maps were taken away , and they 
were searched for hidden compasses. 

Once on the ground, it didn ' t take Beck­
with long to figure out this wasn ' t anywhere 
near the area where the SAS said they 'd be. 

As David Cole tells it , "01' Beckwith 
could always figure one step ahead of the 
game. He figured , 'These sons-of-bitches 
know where I'm at and are watching me . 
They ' re going to make their move when 
they feel like it.' So Charlie rustled up some 
clothes and herded sheep for a couple of 
days. Finally , they moved in , abducted him 
and got him into the net. The object was to 
see if he would panic . Beckwith had a grin 
on his face the whole time !" 

Beckwith wasn't grinning during another 
SAS escapade which almost proved fatal. 
They outfitted him in a British Army uni­
form, told him to keep his mouth shut and 
hauled him off to Malaya in January 1962. 
Although the Malaya Emergency had offi­
cially ended with a British victory against 
the communist terrorists in 1960, guerrilla 
leader Chin Peng and 400 survivors were 
still holding out in remote jungle camps 
astride the Thai border. Much of the SAS 
work in Malaya (see "SAS at War in 
Malaya, " SOF, April '8 l) was with remote 
tribes of aborigines who lived on slash-and­
burn agriculture similar to the Montagnards 
in Vietnam. At this time , the SAS was 
trying to ambush infiltrators coming across 
the border from Thailand. 

It was while operating in the jungle with 
the SAS that Beckwith contracted Leptos-

OCTOBER 84 



BACK ISSUES 
"No. 1 -SUMMER '75: U.S. Vietnam Vets Attempt To Fight For Saigon; CIA Assassination 
Of Trujillo; Col. Hoare & His Meres in Angola. 

"No. 4 - FALL '76: Vietnam Vet First American KIA in Angola; SOF Interviews CIC of 
Rhodesian Army; American Mere in Israel. 

"No. 5 WINTER '77 : Ralph Thorsen : Modern Bounty Hunter; Terror in Beirut - An Inside 
Look At The PLO; SOF Interviews Sir Robert Thompson. 

"No. 6 - SPRING '77: SOF Recon: Action in South Africa; NRA Survival School; Para­
medics in Guatemala. 
No. 7 - SEPT. '77: American Mere Destroys Cuban Espionage Ring ; SAC Errors in VN 
Airwar Operation , Part 1; Rhodesia: "Castle Keep: · 

"No. 8 - NOV. '77: South African Army Prepares for War; Israeli Defense Force; SOF 
Interviews Mike Echanis; SAC Errors in VN, Pa.rt 2. 
No. 9-JAN. '78: Africa Is Burning; A Professional Soldier Evaluates CIA-Cuban Exile Ops; 
Freelancing in Cambodia. 

"No. 11 - MAY '78 : Meres' Togo Assassination Try; Thai Army General Speaks Out; 
Cubans Torture U.S. POWs in Vietnam. 
No.12-JULY '78: French Foreign Legion Today, Part 1: H&K Assault Rifle ; South African 
Commandos. 

"No. 13-SEPT. '78: French Foreign Legion, Part 2; SOF Interviews Cambodia's President­
in-Exi le; Mike Echanis: Hands vs. Guns. 
No. 14 - NOV. '78: French Foreign Legion, Part 3; SWAT in Action ; South African Strike 
Into Angola. 
No. 15 -JAN. '79: Jett Cooper's "Gunsite" ; SOF Interviews Gen. John K. Singlaub ; SOF 
Rides with Rhodesia's Armored Corps. 
No. 16-FEB. '79: In Memoriam: Mike Echanis; French Foreign Legion Update; American 
Rides with Grey's Scouts. 
No. 17 - MARCH '79: U.S. Navy SEALs, Part 1; SOF Jumps With Confederate Airborne; 
Colorado NG Shows Regulars How. 
No. 18-APRIL '79: U.S. Navy SEALS, Part 2; Tommy Gun; Rhodesian Ranch Security; 
W.E. Fairbairn : Grandfather of SWAT. 
No. 19 - MAY '79: SMG vs. Pistol ; AK-47 & Its Variations ; Soviets Slam SOF. 
No. 20 - JUNE '79: Death in the Night in Vietnam; Col. "Bull" Simons Engineers Iranian 
Jailbreak; OPFOR: The Friendly Enemy. 
No. 21 -JULY '79: BATF Gestapo; Combat Tracking Techniques; Fighting for Keeps; My 
Fight Against Fidel. 
No. 22 - AUG. '79: Mad Mike's Meres in the Congo ; Saigon: The Toughest Beat in the 
World; Handgun Stopping Power. 
No. 23 - SEPT. '79: World Practical Pistol Championship; Duel of Master Snipers; South 
African Motorcycle Troops. 
No. 24 - OCT. '79: White Devil of Mozambique; Sidewinder SMG; Contact Lenses for 
Shooters. 
No. 25- NOV. '79: Chopper Jobs; Nicaragua: The End; In Memoriam: Col. "Bull" Simons; 
Return to Parris Island. 
No. 26 - DEC. '79: Korean Combat of Nerves; SOF with Border Patrol; Strategist Plots 
WWltl. 
No. 27 -JAN. '80 : Stakeout: Riuo's Raiders; Field Gear Needs Face Lift ; Cobray School. 
No. 28 - FEB. '80: Shootout: .45 vs 9mm; Only U.S. POW to Escape during SE Asian War; 
Soviet Black Berets. 
No. 29- MARCH '80: Soviet Nuclear Plans; West Germany·s GSG 9; Will Volunteer Army 
Fight? 
No. 30 - APRIL '80: Texas Airborne NG; SOF Interviews Afghan Rebel Leader; Angolan 
Border Fire Fight. 
No. 32 - JUNE '80 : Vietnam Delta Ambush; Wolf Pack Skipper; RSA's Cuban Killer. 

"No. 33-JUL Y '80: MGs for Rent; Vietnam: Why We Went, Why We Didn·t Win ; SOF Takes 
a Dive. 

"No. 34 - AUG. '80: Gunfight at Fort Hustler, RVN; SOF: Contact in Rhodesia ; Marine 
Desert War Exercises. 
No. 35 - SEPT. '80: Assignment Afghanistan : In Cuban Waters; SAS Dares and Wins. 
No. 36 - OCT. '80: Jihad in Afghanistan ; Soviet Special Forces; Shot in the Heart. 
No. 37 - NOV. '80 : SMGs Find Home on the Range ; Bringing Smoke on SWAPO; Stunt 
Pilot's Pilot. 
No. 38 - DEC. '80: Vietnam: Howard's Hill; Morocco's Desert War; Auger's Mini-14. 
No. 39 - JAN. '81 : Sharpshooting with Chairman Jett; Anatomy of a Combat Knife; 
Cambodia: Journey into Hell. 
No. 40- FEB. '81: AK-74; Hanoi°s Hit List; Recruiting Scams; SOF Convention Report. 
No. 41 - MARCH '81: Morocco's Murderous Marauders; Cold Weather Operations; 
Escape & Evade from Angola. 
No. 42 - APRIL '81: Afghanistan 's Winter War; SAS at War in Malaya; Betrayal in North 
Korea. 
No. 43 - MAY '81 : Sex & Psywar; Marine Recon ; SOF Staffer Inside Afghanistan. 

ORDER FORM 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES - $5.00 EACH 
(COVERS POSTAGE AND HANDLING) 

I ENCLOSE CHECK/MONEY ORDER FOR S - -- U.S. FUNDS ONLY 

NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE ZIP 

OCTOBER 84 

No. 44 - JUNE '81 : SOG Special; POW/MIAs in SE Asia; The Punch for the Crunch. 
No. 45 - JULY '81: Making War Movies; Angola: The War The World Forgot, Part 1; 
Vietnam Experience. 
No. 46 - AUG. '81 : Angola, Part 2; Ulster Defense Regiment; Marine Recon. 
No. 47 - SEPT. '81 : SOF Tests the UZI ; A Day With Nicaragua's Jackals; Red Trail in 
Africa. 
No. 48 - OCT. '81 : South Africa 's Boys in the Bush; USMC Gears up for the Future; U.S. 
Army Ranger School. 
No. 49 - NOV. '81 : The War in El Salvador; Our Man in Beirut; IPSC Nationals. 
No. 50 - DEC. '81 : "Rebel" in Rhodesia; French Foreign Legion : Nightmares from 'Nam. 
No. 51 -JAN. '82: Laos- The War That Never Ended; Springbok Raid Grabs Russians; 
Leatherwood SMG. 
No. 52 - FEB. '82: Thailand·s Battle Road; 1981 SOF Convention; Killing for Mother 
Russia; USSR's Awesome AGS-17. 
No. 53- MARCH '82: Seychelles Mere Fiasco ; H&K G-11 Caseless Gun; 1981 SOF Shoot ; 
SOF Interviews Israel Galili. 
No. 54 -APRIL '82 : Rough & Ready Army Rangers; Capt. Dring's Private Navy; Vinnell's 
Saudi Arabian National Guard. 
No. 55 - MAY '82: Beyond Angola's Border; Leatherwood State-of-the Art Scope; Air 
Assault into LZ Hell. 
No. 56 - JUNE '82: FN FAL; Alexander Solzhenitsyn Speaks Out; SOF Uncovers Sidearm 
Snafu. 
No. 57 - JULY '82: Make Mine M14; Soviet Surrogates at U.S. Army National Training 
Center; USAF Spectre. 
No. 58 - AUG. '82: American Mere in Lebanon; M249 SAW; SOG in Cambodia. 
No. 59 - SEPT. '82: CETME MG82; Southern Philippines' Shadow War; Spanish Foreign 
Legion. 
No. 60 - OCT. '82: Death on Africa's Skeleton Coast; Bullets and Ballots in El Salvador; 
SOF's Thai Balloon Jump. 
No. 61 - NOV. '82 : SOF Inside Afghanistan; M16 and Military Marketeering. 
No. 62 - DEC. '82: Global Warfare Special - SBS and SAS in the Falklands; Lebanon ; 
Afghanistan. 
No. 63-JAN. '83: War in South West Africa; Life and Times of Hilaire du Berrier; Taiwan's 
Tunnel Vision. 
No. 64- FEB. '83: SOF Fires AGS-17; Gringo in El Salvador's Bush; Britain 's Gurkhas. 
No. 65 - MARCH '83 : Peru 's Weird Warriors; SOF Convention '82; Viet Vet Salute. 
No. 66 - APRIL '83: Bloody la Drang; SOF and the KGB; China's American Hero; SOF 
Three-gun Match. 
No. 67 - MAY '83 : AKS-74; SOF Looks at LAAPs; CIA's Korean Caper. 
No. 68 - JUNE '83: Appointment in Angola ; USS Ranger; MX Peacekeeper. 
No. 69-JUL Y '83: Operation Hastings, RVN; Central America-the War on our Doorstep; 
Inside Free Angola. 
No. 70 - AUG. '83: Costa Rica; Falkland War Weapons; Ivan's Armory. 
No. 71 -SEPT. '83: Crisis in Central America; Correspondent Hitches Up With the Cavalry 
in II Corps; Soviet RPK-74. 
No. 72- OCT. '83: SOF Goes to the Movies- The Final Option and Blue Thunder; Richard 
M. Nixon on El Salvador; Korea Waits for War. 
No. 73 - NOV. '83 : SOF Joins Marines in Lebanon ; Bob Denard, Master Mere: Yanks in 
Honduras. 
No. 74 - DEC. '83: SOF Exclusive Reports on War around the World from Afghanistan to 
Angola. 
No. 75 - JAN. '84: El Salvador Update; Low Jump in Rhodesia; USSR's T-80 Tank. 
No. 76 - FEB. '84: SOF Sc<;>op: The Grenada Papers; Convention '83 ; SOF Interviews 
Russian POWs in Afghanistan . 
No. 77 - MARCH '84: Beretta's 70 Series; Afghanistan Update; Flying Tigers. 
No. 78 - APRIL '84: Karen Rebels in Burma; SOF on Lebanon and Nicaragua's Front 
Lines; Navy CISAR. 
No. 79 - MAY '84: U.S. Muscle in Central America; VVA; Burma's Golden Triangle; 
Russian Body Armor. 
No. 80 - JUNE '84: Legionnaire Tackles Gs in Salvador; Karens' Last Battle?; Atlacatl 
Assault . 
No. 81 - JULY '84: Soviet AKA; Inside Nicaragua with Contras and Commies: Brits Battle 
IRA in Belfast. 
No. 82-AUG. '84: Vietnam Loses Face in Battle for Ampil ; Fallschirmjager; Mere Ripoff in 
Surinam; S&W's New .45. 
No. 83- SEPT. '84: MACV Recondo School ; Afghan Raiders on Russia 's Border; Chicom 
Arms Invade the U.S. 

·Available only in reprint edition. 
POW/MIA SPECIAL: Bo Gritz - Hero or Huckster? 

D 1 0 4 0 5 0 6 0 7 0 8 0 9 0 11 0 12 0 13 
0 14 0 15 0 16 0 17 0 18 0 19 0 20 0 21 0 22 0 23 
0 24 0 25 0 26 0 27 0 28 0 29 0 30 0 32 0 33 0 34 
0 35 0 36 0 37 0 38 0 39 0 40 0 41 0 42 0 43 0 44 
0 45 0 46 0 47 0 48 0 49 0 50 0 51 0 52 0 53 0 54 
0 55 0 56 0 57 0 58 0 59 0 60 0 61 0 62 0 63 0 64 
0 65 0 66 0 67 0 68 0 69 0 70 0 71 0 72 0 73 0 74 
0 75 0 76 0 77 0 78 0 79 0 80 0 81 0 82 0 83 O POW 

RETURN TO: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES 
P.O. Box 693, DEPT. SF-1084, BOULDER, COLORADO 80306 

SOLDIER Of PORTUNE 83 



. 0n s'li~tst, 
the fastest • leaving 
- ~ l:o!~ots. 

r ... , ___ " 
I I 
I ~ 

~~=~~=--,·· : · ... . ··· / we· re go ing to he ', 

I selling Chippewa · \ 
boots at pr ices so low, 

/ we may have to nail 'em \ 

/ to the table. The manufac- \ 

_ "' turer wo n't even let us show vo u 
r -----~ _ ;_ the p r ice. So hurry to our booths I 
~ _:: : ··- 37-40 at the Sold ier of Fortune f 

convenuon, SHERWOOD ' open to the public, 
Sept. 2 J-_23 at ~he Sahara llllntoteinm..,IClfitioicN..,iaJm Export Corponrtion ( 

Hotel , before it s too late. 

~ -~ ,~ ~---- ,J' , __ _ -------
NEW 6 FT. TAKE· DOWN BLOWGUN 

SURVIVAL WEAPON SILENT POWERFUL 
¢'1:>-~~~~~~---i-- a~111-~~~~~~___.,.,_ 

Bore-Lock Cone Darts Beaded Darts Broad heads 
$10:00 per 100 $3.50 per 100 $10.00 per 100 

IMMED. 

Free with each 
Blowgun 

100 Bead Darts 
& 

25 Cone Darts 

(5 free with gun) 

You get combined: 
2' Blowgun 

3'h' Blowgun 
4'h' Blowgun 

.--D-o_n_• t-b-e-fo-o-led-by--, __ !!!~J!.~--
other •slow prices. All for $24.98 
This Is the finest plus 125 free darts 

Blowgun on the market plus carrying case 

Exotic Sports presents the NEW 4-in-1 Yaqua 6' Take-Down Blowgun 
combined. Super Speed! Dart flies out of chamber as never before. Great for 
hunters. backpackers. hikers or any sportsman. Astound friends! Can hit a beer 
can at 2DO ft. Can pierce 'h" wood. NOT A TOY. dart is spring steel. Clever kits 
lets you adjust dartfor large game or small. Kills varmits. Caliber is .40. Safety 
mouthpiece. Material is camouflaged aluminum. Hunters use 'long' darts for 
large animals. Police use 'very short' darts for dog control (just skin pricks]. 
Complete with 125 dart kit. $24.9B plus $2.00 postage & handling. Buy 3 guns. 
get 500 darts FREE. Order by mail from: 

E~otic Sports, Inc. Lucky St. Box 129F 
Fayette Mo. 65248 

FR~Eat~~~age VISA, M. C., AM. EXP.& C.O.D. 
~w-ith o_rder~TOll FREE 24 HRS.· ORDERS ONL y 
1·800·248·5·128or 1·800·227·161lext. 601 

NEW SAFETY 60-DAY MONEY . DEALER 
MOUTHPIECE BACK GUARANTEE INQUIRIES WELCOME 

84 SOL811!R OF FORTUNE 

pirosis and almost died. They were coming 
off an extended patrol , their hands covered 
with cuts and abrasions from the thick jung­
le brush and thorns , when they went by a 
stream. Americans have an obsession with 
cleanliness, and Beckwith was no excep­
tion. He just couldn't resist washing his 
hands in that creek water, although the SAS 
troopers told him not to . What they knew 
and he didn' t was that rats and other rodents 
urinate. in the water and that the infection 
can penetrate through abraded skin. 

Several days later, the doctor at the lpoh 
hospital told Charlie Beckwith, " You've 
got one of the three worst cases I've seen, 
and the other two died. " 

His illness was reported up through Brit­
ish channels . The word came back: "Who 
in hell is Charlie Beckwith?" They didn ' t 
have that name on any SAS roster. The next 
cable straightened 'that out by reporting that 
Beckwith was an American. 

"You can imagine the cable traffic to 
Washington and the excitement," says 
Cole, ''when the word got out to some fore­
ign-service officer at the.American Embas­
sy that there is an American officer out 
fighting with a British Army unit and he's 
damn near dead." 

But Charlie Beckwith was again one step 
ahead. He looked out through the window 
slats of his hospital room and saw a fat 
civilian waddling along on the other side of 
the street. Beckwith figured he was an 
American from the Embassy. He waited . 

Sure enough, the civilian walked up to his 
bed. That' s when Beckwith threw his fit , 
thrashing about and yelling at the top of his 
lungs in his best Limey accent, ''Get that 
bloody bloke out of here! '' The civilian was 
escorted to the door. 

When Beckwith came back to the 7th 
Special Forces at 'Ft. Bragg from his SAS 
stint, the word was that he had gone native 
- not, however, in the usual SF sense of 
wearing a loincloth and drinking rice wine 
with the Montagnards. He was hooked on 
the British , recalls Cole. He would eat Brit­
ish-style, mashin'g up his peas with his fork. 
A beret became a "berry," a rucksack a 
" Bergen." But most of all , Charlie Beck­
with was like a man who has seen the light 
and believed. And when Beckwith believes, 
his mind becomes set with that incredible 
intensity . Nothing distracts him from the 
heart of the matter. 

From then on, his ambition was to com­
mand an SAS-type unit in the U.S . Army. 
Dozens of times, he would say with an 
absolute fervor, according tp Cole, " We're 
going to have a unit like that in this Army, 
and I'm going to be the guy to organize it , 
and I'm going to command it. " 

When COL E.E. "Ed" Mayer (another 
planner of the Son Tay raid) later took over 
the group, he put Beckwith in charge of S-3 
(Operations and Training). 

When Beckwith started evaluating peo­
ple, the first thing he'd say was, "He' s fit ," 
or "He' s not fit. " If you weren't fit , you 
weren't ready to go off to war, and that was 
a sacrilege - a dereliction of duty . Charlie 
Beckwith would write you off and have 
nothing further to do with you. 
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In conditioning , Beckwith stressed doing 
things the hard way. He believed in climb­
ing, not rappelling. " I don ' t want any of 
that shit, bouncing down the smooth side of 
a cliff," he told Cole . " The side-straddle 
hop and all that shi t; they don ' t do anything. 
The only way to get in shape to carry an 
80-pound bag up and down hills is to carry 
an 80-pound bag up and down hills. " 

The early '60s were , in many ways, years 
of preparation. The big buildup in Vietnam 
had not yet begun , though Special Forces 
was already solidly committed. In July 1965 
Charlie Beckwith was made commander 
(with a Vietnamese counterpart) of Project 
Delta in Vietnam. 

Project Delta , designated Detachment B-
52, became operational in December 1965. 
It was the first of the special-operations B 
detachments and derived from a secret CIA 
operation known as Leaping Lena which 
was later run by Studies and Observations 
Group (SOG). 

Leaping Lena was initiated in the spring 
of 1964 when Special Forces , working 
underthe U.S. Mission, trained South Viet­
namese and Civilian Irregular Defense 
Group (CIDG) personnel in Long Range 
Patrol techniques. Several eight-man Viet­
namese teams were then parachuted into 
Laos to recon and harass traffic along the Ho 
Chi Minh Trail. 

Except for the lessons learned, the mis­
sions accomplished little. All of the initial 
teams were located , and only four survivors 
returned to Vietnam. It was concluded that 
it would be at least 1 January 1965 before 
effective cross-border ground operations 
could be carried out. 

While SOG ran cross-border ground ops, 
Project Delta was designed to operate with­
in the four military corps of Vietnam under 
joint U.S. and RVN Special Forces com­
mand . Its main mission was intelligence 
gathering through long-range patrols of 
small teams of Vietnamese and Americans . 
These missions could be as varied as trail 
watching, tracking , ambushing, prisoner 
snatching, and calling in artillery and air 
strikes on targets of opportunity such as 
base camps. 

To provide quick reaction to its intelli­
gence where feasible, Project Delta had its 
own organ ic reaction force: the 9 lst ARYN 
Airborne Ranger Battalion comprised pri­
marily of Nungs, a tribe of ethnic Chinese, 
many of whom worked as mercenaries. It 
was this battalion and Beckwith 's use of it at 
the battle of Plei Me that first threw his 
name into the nat ional spotli ght. (See 
"Bloody Ia Orang ," "If You Want a Good 
Fight .. . ," SOF, March , September ' 83.) 

Plei Me was an isolated , triangular SF 
camp bulldozed from the surrounding scrub 
brush , stunted trees and tough elephant 
grass. It was only 20 miles from the Cambo­
dian border and 25 miles southwest of 
Pleiku in the II Corps military region. Near­
by stretched areas of secondary jungle with 
thick, tangled , almost impenetrable growth. 

In early October 1965 , three NY A regim­
ents - the 32nd , 33rd and 66th - totaling 
some 6,000 men moved out of their Cambo­
dian sanctuaries and into the region around . 
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Plei Me. The 33rd NY A Regiment sur­
rounded the camp itself, which was de­
fended by only an SF A-team and about 300 
Jarai CIDG tribes men. ft was Tuesday 
evenin g, the 19 th , when the reg iment 
struck , decimating a patrol from the camp 
and wiping out a 20-man outpost. 

Then, under a concentrated mortar and 
recoilless-rifle barrage and supported by 
l2 .7 mm heavy mac hin e g un s , th ey 
swarmed toward the camp itself, now lit by 
parachute fl ares casting eerie, moving sha­
dows during their slow , swinging descent. 
An attempt to blow the main gate with 
satchel charges was quickly halted by small­
arrns fi re . All night , Al-E Skyraider prop 
fighter-bomber s roa red in , dropping 
napalm-fi ll ed canni sters which tumbled 
onto wave after wave of assaulting NY A 
infantry . The attacks were beaten back, but 
by morning, the beleaguered garrison was 
badly battered. 

On the first chopper in at dawn was CPT 
Russell L. Hunter , an SF doctor bringing in 
medical supplies. Hunter ' s chopper was 
also one of the last in , because the 12 . 7s , 
some of them mounted so they could fire 
skyward , made the risks too great. The 
camp was under continual sniper, machine­
gun and mortar harassing fire during the 
day. Already , several Hueys had crashed 
outside the compound , and several of the 
attacking Skyraiders had been sent smok ing 
to the ground . It was better to try to keep the 
wounded ali ve on the ground than to take 
more casualties attempting medevacs. 

That night, the camp was hit again with 
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multiple assaults . Again, massive air sup­
port broke up the attacks and the camp sur­
vived, but j ust barely. With mounting 
casualties, including most of the A-team , 
and with camp commander CPT Harold M. 
Moore wounded, the general sense , says 
Hunter , was that they ' d never make it 
through another night. " We'd lost a lot of 
people, and there was talk of going into an 
escape-and-evasion net we had set up- if, 
that is, we could get out. " 

What Hunter didn ' t know was that the 
decision to reinforce the Plei Me camp had 
already been made . 

When the alert came, Project Delta was 
staging out of Phu Cat in II Corps on a 
normal recon mission. Beckwith was to take 
two companies of the Ranger reaction force 
in on Thursday , 21 October, and his recon 
officer, CPT James " Bo" Gritz (LTC-ret. 
- see SOF's Special POW/MIA issue , 
1983) would bring in the recon teams when 
choppers could land in the camp. 

That morn ing, Beckwith made an aerial 
recon , looking for a landing zone for his 
force and infiltration routes into the camp. 
Suddenly , a supporting gunship lost a rotor 
and went streaming to the ground, explod­
ing on impact. " Hell of a way to start an 
operation , ' ' Beckwith remembers thinking. 

SGM William DeSoto , a veteran of 
WWll and Korea , who had served on Beck­
with's team in Laos as well, was on the first 
lift into the landing zone: a field of thick 
elephant grass about six klicks from the 
beleaguered camp. When they hit the 
ground , Beckwith took one column and De­
Soto the other, and they moved out , press­
ing hard to link up with the camp before 
dark. 

Enemy patrols were scattered through the 
jungle . As DeSoto puts it , the small force 
was in " a hell of a situation " trying to 
infiltrate covertly . At one point , two ene­
mies came between the columns. Beck­
with ' s group in the front fired on them first , 
and DeSoto says , " We· went in there and 
made damn sure no information about us got 
out. " The bodies were identified as North 
Vietnamese, the first time the Delta people 
realized what they were up against. One was 
carrying 57mm recoilless-rifle rockets . 

When the jungle thickened , the force got 
down on their hands and knees and slow ly 
crawled through the thick tangle of brush 
and "wait-a-minute " vines . Beckwith kept 
pushing. He wanted his force to get through 
before dark when the camp would be hit and 
the column isolated. It was hot, exhausting 
work , agonizingly slow. Overhead a For­
ward Air Controller (F AC) followed their 
progress. 

"Pop smoke, " he 'd say , and they'd 
throw a smoke grenade only to be told by the 
FAC , "Hell , you ' ve moved on ly 200 
meters. '' When darkness came, they were 
sti ll crawling on their hands , knees and bel­
lies some distance from the camp. At mid­
night, they stopped and holed up , waiting 
for dawn . 

At first light , they saddled up and moved 
on, finally breaking out at the edge of the 
road near the camp's outpost. Everybody 
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there was dead . Between the outpost and the 
camp lay 500 meters of underbrush, all of it 
covered by NY A heavy machine guns and 
automatic weapons. 

" Bill ," Beckwith said grimly as he 
turned to DeSoto, who lay prone next to 
him , " one way or another, we' re going to 
get them all in . We got to move and move 
fas t. " 

Chargin ' Cliarl ie was about to live up to 
his name. 

Leaping up , Beckwith broke into the 
fie ld , urging his men to press on . As the 
surprised ·NY A began to pick up their fire , 
the Rangers ran full tilt for the camp gate. A 
blond French photographer with no head 
cover or camouflage (DeSoto had warned 
him) was the fi rst down with a round 
through the jaw. Others were hit in quick 
succession, but they made it into the com­
pound , bringing their wounded with them. 

Beckwith quickly took charge and spread 
his men around the perimeter bunkers , 
keeping several squads in reserve to act as a 
quick reaction force . They found friendly 
wounded still ly!ng in the open and the 
Vietnamese camp commander· so deep in a 
bunker he didn 't know what the situation 
was. Beckwith was fu rious. 

The first real reinforcements had arri ved , 
and though the siege was far from over , 
CPT Hunter remembers being tremendous­
ly elated wi th more Americans on the 
ground . 
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good way," recalls Hunter. " He was very 
impressive. He kept going around the peri­
meter, saying , ' Press on! Press on! ' Charlie 
was cool, very cool, and a believer, and we 
couldn' t help believing also." 

That night , the NV A pounded the camp 
with heavy mortar concentrations and hit 
the wire with strong infantry probes. The 
A I-Es kept the heat on , and Beckwith 
moved his reserve squads to the hot spots on 
the perimeter. 

"They could have had us that night with 
an all -out attack," says DeSoto. But there 
were more nights to come, and the men 
inside Plei Me didn't know how long they 
would have to hold out. From radio mes­
sages, they knew that a South Vietnamese 
armored relief column had been ambushed 
six miles away by another of the NY A reg­
iments and was fight ing for its own life, 
bl as ting the roadsides with cannister 
rounds. It was a classic case of pinning 
down a target in order to draw in a relief 
force to ambush . There could be no expecta­
tion of quick help. 

In front of the wire, the field was pitted 
with foxholes . The air had wrought terrific 
destruction on the NY A. "It just fried them 
in their foxholes,' ' says Bo Gritz, who came 
in with the Delta recon team later. " It was 
the damnedest thing I ' ve ever seen. Under 
the cover of darkness and due to poor pat­
rolling, the NY A were able to dig camouf­
laged L-shaped fighting trenches right up in 
the protective wire. And when the A I-Es 
came in , they napalmed them and just burnt 
them right there in the holes. They were 
laying all over the wire - just crispy crit­
ters.'' 

By morning, Beckwith had received an 
order from 5th SF Group commander COL 
William A. McKean to push out from the 
camp and "clean up" the area. Beckwith 
resisted. Though he knew the attacks might 
throw the enemy off balance, he felt it 
would be better to conserve manpower and 
hold the camp until a relief force could get 
in. 

But his arguments were to no avail, and 
the attacks went out. Sometimes a company 
or company-and-a-half pushed out to try to 
clear the slight ridges that surrounded the 
camp. They didn't always get far before 
they ran into 12. 7s, and it was the heavy 
machine guns that did most of the damage. 
For there was no backing off for the NYA. 
Many of them died chained to those guns, 
and the Rangers paid a heavy price. 

Each night the enemy would move in 
close to reoccupy the holes. The next day, 
the Rangers would have to rout them out. 

One morning, two NY A were firing from 
a hole just I 0 meters from the wire, and 
Beckwith and DeSoto led a platoon out after 
them. One squad of the platoon made an 
attack while two squads lay down a base of 
fire. All of a sudden, says DeSoto, " One 
gook came out of his hole, throwing gre­
nades and screaming and hollering, and one 
ofour squads just run like hell. Charlie shot 
that son of a bitch and then said , 'If I had 
200 of those guys , I could whip the whole 
North Vietnamese Army. ' '' Comments 
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like these on the fighting perfonnace of the 
South Vietnamese were picked up by the 
press and printed. 

"It was a time ," recalls Gritz, " that 
Westmoreland was trying to praise the Viet­
namese . But Charlie just to ld it the way it 
was, and Westy was not pleased. " 

When Beckwith 's command takes a lot of 
casualties , he often becomes quiet and goes 
off by himself. And there were a lot of 
casualties at Plei Me. There were treatment 
bunkers , holding bunkers and perimeter 
bunkers full of wounded. But there were no 
medevacs. 

There were plenty of dead , stacked like 
cord wood and rotting quickly in the burning 
tropical sun. The camp swarmed with lice, 
and rats worked over the bodies both ins ide 
and outside the perimeter. Some of the corp­
ses were zipped into body bags dropped by 
C-l 23s that roared in over the camp, kick­
ing out parachute pallets of ammo , food and 
medical supplies, one of which landed atop 
and killed two friendlies. Other bodies were 
wrapped in parachute silk from the cargo 
chutes. An overwhelming stench pervaded 
the compound. 

After several days , some lime was drop­
ped , which helped. But it wasn't until to­
ward theend that the H-34s of Project Delta, 
piloted by Vietnamese , braved the fire and 
got into the camp for medevac. 

Those H-34s with their closed compart­
ments aren ' t made for vent ilation. Bo Gritz 
says he'll never forget picking up those 
bodies and gagging as they carried them 

t, 

over to the H-34s and threw them in the 
back . Neither will SF 5th Group SGM John 
Piolett i, who helped with the loading. The 
skin of the dead was so rotten that it would 
slough off when touched. But they de­
veloped a routine, says one SF officer who 
watched them: "They would throw up and 
load a body, th row up and load a body." 

The batt le of Plei Me was almost over. 
On Wednesday, 27 October, the I st Brigade 
(Airborne) of the I st Cavalry Division (Air­
mobi le) kicked off Operation All The Way 
with an air assault relievi ng the compound. 
The North Vietnamese faded into the jung­
le, leaving over 850 dead. The Air Cav. 
kept after them and eventually, all three 
brigades of the divis ion tangled with the 
NVA in the Battle of la Orang Valley. (See 
" Winning One for Gary Owen," SOF, 
Apri l ' 83.) It was the first time that a major 
NV A unit had fo ught a major American 
unit. The battle was , at the time, the biggest 
engagement of the war. Another I ,300 
communists were left dead.~ 

Next month continues coverage ofChar­
gin ' Charlie's command of Project Delta 
and his military career up to the formation of 
Delta Force. 
Copyright © 1984 Anthony A. Bliss, Jr. 
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RIVER KWAI 

Continued from page 25 

hasit stood nearby, his mood black. 
"You did not have to ask the prince," he 

pouted . " I would have gratefully given_ you 
the bridge had you asked." I put a friendly 
arm around his shoulder, an effort to soothe 
his injured pride. 

" You and r·are soldiers," I said , anx ious 
to keep him as a friend . ''Pouff! '' I gestured 
dramatically. ''What is a bridge among sol­
diers? Nothing!" · 

''To you , ·no,'' he continued to pout, 
" but fo me, everything." He pointed to his 
little blue and white American jeep, im­
peccably clean, lovingly mairitairied. " Ma 
voiture," he dabbed at a liquid eye , " now 
there is no way for it to cross the river. " 

"You could come in the back side ," I 
suggested . "A few kilometers more or less, 
but . ... " I shouldn 't have ended it with 
such an uncertainty . Praliasit brightened. 

" Gasoline," he said flatly . "That's an 
honorable exchange.'' 

A Lao doesn ' t always have to give some­
thing to get something , but the bridge was 
another matter. It was a mil itary trac!e. 
Since "gojng the other way" would ihvolve 
more mileage, maybe we could incrase his 
monthly ration by 50 liters, that to coine out 
of the one 55-gallon drum I got each month 
for my vehicle. 

" You ' re a thief, Prahasit, " I hissed 
through clenched teeth , though I smiled 
while doing it. He shrugged his shoulders 
and raised a hand as if to stop his men from 
dismantling the bridge, all of that over a litle 
matter like 12 gallons of gas. 

''Of course , if the bridge isn ' t that impor­
tant .... " 

They brought the Bailey down in pieces 
that"made it look like an oversized Tinker 
Toy set, spreading them out on both sides of 
the river. I began testing the soil for anchor­
ing points. Prahasit gave me his engineering 
advice . His first suggestion floored me . 

" That teak tree," he gestured. "It must 
come down before you can put the butt plate 
into place ." · 

" That fucking tree is JO feet thick! " I 
screeched . He smiled benignly , another l it~ 
tie shrug of .his shoulders. 

· .. Bo pin yawn," he replied , using a Lao 
expression that meant everything from 
" Holy Cow! ,., to " Screw it!" 

" Bui , of course ,; ' he adc\ed , " the Royal 
Lao Engineers will be hapQy to help ." 

That did it! No Lao army outfit was going 
to sliow Green Berets how to put up an 
American Bai ley Bridge! 

"Come back in three .days," was all I 
could manage . I was devastated. Prahasit 
was right , of course. The lone teak free 
stood directly in line with the abutments 
we'd built , and the steel deck ing that 
formed the butt plate would have to go right 
where the giant stood . · 

It was better than ·10 feet thick , closer to 
15 . It stood a ponderous 200 feet in the air. 
But it was worth money, too. Ifl could get it 
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to the sawmill at Paksong, I could get $200 
for it. We could use the money for some of 
the niceties we' d planned for the long range . 

"Bring it down with demo," one Team 
member suggested. 

"Who's going to cut the felling notch?" 
another asked. 

"A notch. What 's a notch?" I asked . 
" Just cut one in it ," I ordered , as if we cut 
fe lling notches in water-laden teak trees ev­
ery day. 

I was very proud of the Lao infantry com­
pany helping me build the range. They 
could rise to any occasion, and often did , 
but cutting that four-foot-deep felling notch 
into the teak tree was really more than one 
man should ask of another. While I went off 
to scout for the 30 pounds of plastic demo 
my demo man said I needed , the Lao built a 
small platform at the base of the teak trunk 
and , standing there by the hour, began to 
swing their puny little rice knives against 
the giant ' s knees . Chip by chip the notch 
began to take shape. When Prahas it showed 
up three days later, it was done. No one on 
the Team dared tell him we had literally 
finished it under fl oodlights. He walked 
around the tree , appraising our work . 

" Bon," he said finally . " Now you can 
begin sawing. " 

" No sawing ," I grinned expertly . l 
showed him the mass of C-3 plastic demo. 

"We' re gonna blow it down ." 
I have a feeling it was the team sergeant 

who planned the notch. It was he who had 
said he'd sawed down " hundreds of big 
'uns in the Northwest. " 

"You notch it like this," he had said , 
sighting along the path where he wanted the 
tree to fall. "Then,'' he explained, slapping 
his hand up against the opposite side, " you 
plaster the demo right along this line and -
boom! The tree goes down right there. " 

He pointed to where he thought the tree 
should fa ll . I agreed. He grinned and waved 
to the light-weapons man, who drove a 
stake into the ground , a little red fl ag tied to 
it. 

"What's that for?" I asked . I'd never 
felled a big tree before. 

"Like l said , Cap' n, it 's the way we do it 
up in the Northwest. Just to show old Praha­
sit how good we are , I' m gonna drop this 
here sucker on that there stake and drive it in 
the ground! " he stru ck an engineer's 
stance , proud. 

I was proud , too. Bygod , we 'd do itl We 
shook hands all around , including Praha­
sit 's, and made ready to tumble the teak . 

Each living thing in Laos has a soul , 
according to Rama, even a teak . There was 
a brief ceremony by the local Bonze, the 
monk who came to sanctify the death of the 
magnificent giant. He burned a few sticks of 
punk and sprinkled some fermented rice at 
its base. Soldiers pinned bright ribbons to its 
trunk; orange fo r long life, blue and red for 
courage and truth . The demo man rolled the 
C-3 between his hands, working it into a 
long, wrist-thick band that would fit into the 
cutting groove. Prahasit picked a place and 
parked his jeep. I corrected him . 

" You 're in line with the tree ' s fa ll ," I 
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explained, pointing to the stake w ith its little 
red fl ag. '' It w ill land there. You'd better 
move your vehicle to the other side. " He 
agreed. 

The demo man packed the last of the C-3 
into the felling notch. Not much of it , a 
pound or two. 

" You ' re putting it on the wrong side, " I 
thought out loud . 

"C lapper , Cap'n," he explained. 
" Same-same as a bridge stanchion, remem­
ber? I'll prime 'em to go off together; shake 
hell outta that o ld tree. Bring it down like 
that 1" 

He snapped his f ingers to emphasize his 
point. He was right , too . We'd learned how 
to use the clapper charge back in Special 
Demo, where they 'd taught us to conserve 
the amount of explosives necessary to cut 
something in half. 

When all of that was done. when the 
demo was tamped in place wi th all the wet 
mud we could cover it with , the demo man 
brought me the Hel l box. 

"Ying dai, Skipper, " he said. " Blow 
it. " Everyone took cover. I twisted the 
handle once , twice . Tested it. Then I 
attached the two wires they handed me. 

" Nuong luong!' " l yelled . "'Get down!" 
Everyone scattered for a hiding place, 

including Prahasit. His impeccable little 
blue and white j eep was perched on a nearby 
mound. safe since it was directl y opposite 
the stake with its little red fl ag . I fired the 
shot, almost j erking the handle from its 
mechanical roots as I sparked its little gener­
ator. The current traveled to the two blasting 
caps with a jolt. 

The demo thundered , a sharp, splitting 
crack that reverberated up and down the sti ll 
valley floor . The shock went up the water­
laden trunk , gripping and shaking and rust­
ling its bonnet at the top, scaring some nest­
ing birds into the sky. It hung there for a 
moment, putting the huge tree in a jiggling 
little dance, then shot back toward the 
ground. 

The second shock was even heavier, zip­
ping back up the 200 feet of tree and snap­
ping off its top . which tumbled down and 
crashed in the dry creek bed. Those of us in 
the open started to run . 

T he shock came back down and gripped 
the tree at its felling notch, shaking it like a 
l imp rat in the teeth of an angry cat. The tree 
leaned for a moment in the direction of the 
stake, changed its mind. and started back­
wards. Prahasit 's moan was audible as the 
giant tilted in the wrong direction and hung, 
poised , for a breath-taking moment directly 
over the jeep. Then it fell. 

" Here 's a wheel over here! " my radio­
man yelled. 

" I got part of the radio'" said the Team 
sergeant. 

" Anybody see where the captain 's hat 
went?" I called back. 

It went that way for the rest of the after­
noon, a part here and a pan there. The 
thunderi'ng crash had laid the impeccable 
little blue and white jeep wide open, fling­
ing its innards 10 the w ind. One might 've 
thought we'd packed the demo there in-
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effective against handgun fire and 
hign-velocity shrapnel than even 
the newest military flak jacket. 

And unlike the flak jacket, whose 
unconcealable military nature 
makes it unwelcome in many parts 
of the world, your Silent Partner can 
be worn undetectably under ordi· 
nary street clothes or, in camo, 
under field gear. 
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FROM LOCKED 
AND 
COCKED.. . . TO OPEN 

in only 
1/250 th sec. 

with only a 
press of the 
pocket clip! 

The Gu1rdlal h1r la no ! 
1knife, 1wllchbl1de, 

gravity kni fe, d irk , digger, 
el c. There ere NO FEDERAL 

LAWS AGAINST ITS 
PURCHASE 

1. Oronance ateel conat rucllon 
throughout . POWERFUL 

SPRING LOADED 
MECHANISM 

2 . . .. h1rd1n1d 1teel round 
tapert1d 1h1tt. 

J . Po1IUw lock ln1u re1 
1h1ft w lU rHmln open 
during use. 

4. Knurled po1lUve 
grip. Blue llnlah­
almllu to a l ine 
flre1tm , 

ORDER NO. 

Ol1c reet , ettecUve protec tion lor thoH 
que1tlon1bl e occ11lon1. When peace o l 
mind lendt 1ecurlly, when a bulky li re· 
arm or knlte will never do. The Guu d · 

lather l a l here - ln atanlly 1v1H1bl1 
- wi t hout 1u1plclon. 

Plane note; The Guerdlather 11 not a chu p 
pe n or mechanlcat pencll wit h an added needle 
or blade, but ra ther 1 huvy-duly precltlon pro· 

duc t designed with our DEFENSE In mind . 

BRYG'S, INC. 

P.O. Box 1452 
Li lbu rn . GA 30247 

Dea ler Inquires Invited 

~ 
The attachment ~ ·· , 
that lets you &"!t 
open your ~ (" 
single blade ~ ~~~ 
knife with hi 
one hand . ~ 

~ 
Attachment for si ngle lock-bl ade knife gives one hand 
access to you r blade with f lick of you r thumb. Meas· 
ure your blade thickness at top edge next to handle. 
Speci fy size, 1/8". 1/1 0". 3/32". $2.95 ea .. ppd. Send 
check. cash or money order. 

KURT EHRLICH CO. 
P.O. Box 1525 Royal Oak, Ml 48068-1525 

LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT 
KNIFE 

ONLY 

s129s 

Double edge 440 stainless 
stee l blade. Ful l tang one 
piece const ruc ti on . Leather 
shea th w i th qui ck release 
snap and metal boo t/belt 
clip. Money Back Guaranteed 
If No t Fu/Iv Satis f ied !! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-10-SF 
373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 
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stead . 
Prahas it was beside himself. Even the 

immediate promise of a replacement vehicle 
didn ' t help . He fell into a rattling of coarse, 
rapid French, only a few words of which I 
was able to catch. All of it called down the 
gods on our collective heads. 

Oh , the Bailey went up all right. It was a 
little short on the other side, but we made it 
reach when Boun Gum 's elephants brought 
us down enough timber to make it stretch. 
The $200 we got from the sawmill went to 
pay the bill "for his elephants ' knees, " and 
Prahas it finally got a new vehicle on the Air 
America flight from Vientiane. He was nev­
er happy with it , though. It was OD , and the 
instructions said to let it stay that way. 

Somebody got in under the dash and 
found a little manufac turer ' s tag that said it 
was made in Tachigawa. 

''Tachigawa?'' Prahasit asked, raising an 
eyebrow . " Not Detroit , Michigan?" 

I never found the courage to tell him that 
Tachigawa was some place closer by. In­
stead , l gave him the singular honor of let­
ting him be the first to drive his brand new 
Japanese jeep across our little bridge on the 
River Kwai. ~ 

VOTE 

"LEST WE NOT FORGET • • • " 
++ THE FORGOTTEN WARRIOR ++ 
Tiffi NOVElllER THE POSTAL SERvtCE WIU RELEASE A SPECJAL SUE STAMP 
fOft THE VIETUM MEMORlAL IN WASHINGTON, D.C. 

Cllt;AT 5EAL or 
H U: u~ 1n:D n u u or AMElllCA 

WE WIU PROOutE A SPECIA1 MULTI· 
COLORED CACHET SHOWING THE GREAT 
SEAL Of THE UNITED STATES IN FULL 
COLOfl. 
THIS SET Of TWO COVERS WIU HAVE 
THE NEW MEMORIAL STAMP ON EACH 
PLUS A TOTAL OF ELEVEN DlffERENT 
PRIOfl U.S. STAMPS TltAT REUTt TU 
AMERICAN SEfMCEMEN. 
THE SETS WIU BE PRODUCED IN VERY 
LIMITED OUANTJTIES. THEY WIU BE 
CANCELUD IN WASHINGTON WrTH THE 
FIRST DAY CANCEL AND MA.llEO AFTER 
THE FIRST DAY UNDER SEPARATE COVER. 
A DONATION EQUAL TO 151111 Of THE 
PRORTS REAUZEO FROM lllE TUTAL 
WORLD WIDE SALES OF THESE SETS 
WIU BE GIVEN TO YrnRAN ORGANIZA-
TIONS IN DECEMBER 19M. 

SPECJAL PRICE FOR THIS SET OF TWO COVERS SHOWING THE GREAT SEAL OF 
lllE UNITED STATtS, ONLY $4.95 poatpald. 

MASTERCARD & VISA ACCEPTED 
NY RESIDENTS PLEASE ADD 7'1> TAX 

SEND YOUR ORDER TODAY TO' 

VIETNAM MEMORIAL SET 
POST OFFICE BOX #178F DIAMOND POINT, NY 12824 

518-644-2015 

T-SHIRTS S8.95ea. 
two . three. fou r co lo r p r in t . 

V ie t .Cong Hu n ting Club 

Good Bye Charl ie 

Sl ice o f Life 

Do I t Right th e Fi rst Tim~ 

Good Lu c k A gent O range 

(p is. spec tfy si le) 

TECHNICAL AND FIELD MAN UALS 
Surv iv a l FM-21-76 
Su rv iva l [ vas 1o n and 

Escape FM -2 1-76 
Roob y Trap s f M -5-31 

$7.95 ea. 

COMMAND EXCHANGl 
P.O . BOX 219 
REDWOOD VALLEY, CA95470 

WC' accept tf>lf'pho neorderson UPS. C 0 D h eigh! paid 
o n pre pa id ord re\ C 0 0 order\ add !i ] bS Overseas 
1nr lude 30% r.11:1 r(>\• d enu add b'>i: 'ia h:•s tall 
1707) ~2 ' ·4 2~b 

Sorry 1 No CoJJect Calls 

@_T Ml6A2 

ASSAULT BRACKET® 
PAT-PEND. 

ADAPTS ALL AR 15/M 16 WEAPONS 
FOR ASSAULT POSITION CARRY 

•No Wea pon Modifications 
• Solid Pa rkerlzed S tee l 

• 100% Com ba t Re liable 
• Satis faction or Re fu nd 

•Lifetime Wa rra nty 
• Fits 1 IA" Assault SUng1 

ASSAULT BRACKET. . $19.95 
BRACKET W/SUNG ... $29.95 

Add $1 .50 U.S. PoSl age 
$3.00 Foreign Orders 

SASE 
$2 

COBRA • P.O. Box 30035 • Midwest City, OK 73 110 

CATALOG 
Sl .00 
303 · 

442-7021 

WE 
CARRY 

A CO MPLETE 
LINE OF PRODUCTS 
FOR THE MI Nl-14®. 
~2500 Cen1raJAve . 
~Dep1 . 0 

Boulder. CO 
ErtTERPRIS ES aoJ01 

WHERE QUALITY COUNTS 
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LEAN, MEAN CUISINE 
Continued from page 33 

'Nam was like paying for sex at the Uni­
versity of Houston - stupid and unneces­
sary . 

But I could do nothing about it until I got 
to Regimental HQ. I took a three-quarter­
ton truck , a sergeant and a lot of ammo, and 
we took an unsecured trail to an 11th ACR 
unit. Nobody from HQ had the cojones to 
make the trip because it was "unsecured ," 
as if anything were secured in ' Nam. I 
wasn' t too worried. For several weeks we'd 
been in areas marked on the map, " Here be 
dragons." Thi s was civilization to me . Peo­
ple bathed . 

There we discovered that they received 
C-rats for every troop fo r three meals a day , 
but had a fie ld kitchen making two hot 
meals a day. They had , in other words , 
C-rats coming out their ears. So they filled 
up our three-quarter-ton , including boxes of 
apples and oranges , nectar of the gods , and 
some unobtainable LRRPS, the ultimate ra­
tions in 'Nam. They also had their next 
resupply chopper drop a pallet load of Cs at 
our regimental HQ. For a few minutes I was 
a legend in my own regiment. At least I was 
until I screwed up again . (Remember, one 
" ah , shit" cancels a thousand "attaboys. ") 

I went back into the boonies, and six days 
later I called back, asking why there were no 
rations on the resupply chopper, and the 
REMF "Staff Adviser" (Dog Robber) said , 
" What happened to the rations I sent three 
days ago?" 

I looked insanely at the receiver , my grip 
on it as tight as it would be on his neck if I 
cou ld get to him before I calmed down. 

" We ate them," l said , as calmly and 
sarcastically as I could . 

So we went hungry again. 
Such was the culinary li fe of an adviser. 

When I sit down to a nice dinner at a French 
restaurant - escargots, boeuf bourguig­
non , all the trimmings , w ith a nice 
Chateauneuf-du-Pape - I think of the 
meals I had in 'Nam . . . but only until the 
first forkful hits my face. ~ 

MEN · WOMEN 
LEARN FROM THE 

EXPERTS 

Tram at ho me. lor an e"-C•hf'l9 c aree1 a s a De tective 
o r Sec1.mtv Consultant No previous e • pettence needed 

No 01he r t1 a1nm9 p rogra m equals th e G lob al course 
Leam eve ry m veshga1 111e tec hniqu e you w1U need 10 g el 

tha t fir st 1ob Employm en r Ass•s tance • Diplo ma • 
Equipm e nt • M ail this COl.I POn lo r FREE FACTS 
No o b llga11on . N o sa le sman . 

. GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION 

I 
_______ AGE ___ I 

I 
------------ I 

I ____ ZI P ___ I 

GLOBAL, BOX 191-A, HANOVER , MA 02339: 

------------------· 
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Introducing 
My New Hollow Handle 
Survival & Combat Knife 

Non-Glore Mat Combat Finish 

440 c 
Blade with 
Saw Teeth 
That Work! 
13" overall 
length . 

Only 

All stainless steel 
construction wi th 
combot sheath. 

~KNIVES 
CUSTO M HANDMADE KNI VES 

by Robe rt Porri•h 

1922 Spartonb~~g0~;(;o~j~~;~;:~ rlle . NC 28739 

Send SAS E for more information 

Photo by Mother 
Ea rth News 

Some guys seem to take their 
M 19-A a little too serious - but 
with specs like a 3,000 BB per 
minute rote with an effective 
range of over 50 yards . con you 
blame them? It's rugged , reliable, 
and runs off compressed air or 
standard 1 pound cans of Freon 
12. What could be better! A 
smaller pistol version? Well we 
have that too (The M-19-AMP). Get 
in on the auto action - get your 
M-19-A today! 

$39.00 each or 
both for $75.00 

OFFER VOID WHE RE PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
f'I. RES IOE :'-/T~ ADD fffo SALES TA X 

MILITARY HISTORY 
ON VIDEOCASSETTES 

The other side of 
World War Two: 
orig in al German 
combat newsreels 
and feature films 
of the great bat­
tles. Rare Allied 

documentaries. Korea, Vietnam and 
contemporary Soviet Army films. Classic 
poli t ical/ revolutionary films from 1905 
through the 1970's. Over 200 titles, 
repr oduced from original source 
materials. A masterful study of propa· 
ganda. Send $1.00 (re fundab le) for 
illustrated cata log to: 
INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS 

Box 29035, Ch icago, Illinois 6062g 

SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER TO: 
LARC INT. , P.O . BOX 460, MAITLAND, FL 32751 
1305 1 339-6699 

THIS MUST BE SIGNED. SF-10 
I AFFIRM THAT I AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER, 

SIGNED 

SEND ME: DM19·A DM19-AMP 

PAINT OR TYPE THE FOLLOWING: o0 

NAME 

ZIP ____ _ 
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BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum , 9mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds "Threat Level 
II-A" tested in accordance with the NILECJ­
STD-0101.01. Weighs 23/ 4 lbs. Fits easily 
under T-shirt . 

Front & Back Protector .... $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels. $27.5.0 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov· 
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

GENUINE GI 
JUNGLE BOOT 

SIZES 4-14 N, R, W, XW. 
some 112 sizes 

$45°0 
Spike Protective, canvas­

nylon uppers. leather 
bottom, screen vent 

in arch. 

MASTER CHARGE. VISA. COD"s accepted. 
Send for our free 9 page price list of other 
government surplus including camouflague 
fatigues. 

Valley Surplus 
Box 346-S 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 

ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST. 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE. PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS .. INSURED. 
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FLAK 

Continued from page 6 

CAREER 
MEDIC ... 

Sirs: 
I am a paramedic student, and am 

joining the military upon graduation. 
My interest is with Medevac or Spe­
cial Forces. So, to all EMTs and pa­
ramedics out there, just put these 
thoughts on the front burner for a 
moment. 

1) To serve some of your peers, 
American soldiers who are people 
with worried families back home. 

2) To treat civilians oppressed by 
war, famine and illness. 

3) To contribute to your country 
and gain experience. 

The glory seekers out there need 
not give a second thought to my let­
ter, but to the serious emergency 
medical personnel who are able to 
join our military, consider the Medic­
al Corps. 

Bill Howard 
Louisville, Kentucky 

Those of us who have felt the 
sting of enemy steel couldn 't agree 
more. Most combat medics/hospital 
corpsman we've known already 
share your sentiments. We hope the 
guys who hump the Unit Ones and 
bandoliers full of battle dressings will 
continue to do so. Dedicated, pro­
fessional medics are a big part of 
combat readiness and morale. -
The Eds. 

The famous C.l.A. 
"Get out of jail free" card 

An exact reprint of the C.l.A. Covert Opera· 
lions 1.0. card carried by members of the 
SOG (Studies and Observations Group) in 
S.E. Asia during the Viet Nam Era. 

" . . . Do not detain or question him! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing, carry 
unusual personal weapons, pass into res­
tricted ar,~as, requisition equipment of all 
types ... 
"If he is killed, do not remove this document 
from him! Etc . .. printed in three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR 
RELIC ONLY! 

Devil's Brigade 
Box 392 

$5.00 
guaranteed! 

Mt. Ida, Arkansas 7195 7 

*A massive 821 plane-loads of 13,000 
combat troops landed behind enemy 
lines in 2 hrs ... right on top of the 
German 91 st! This is D-Day! 
This is" 0-Z NORMAN DY" the savage 
epic of the planes, gliders and men of 
the 82nd and 101 st Airb. supported 
by waves of angry 8-26 Marauders & 
P-47s. 
Plus! "THE AIR PLAN" -Official RAF 
combat footage of the Normandy 
battle from the air. Tree-top gun cam­
eras take you wing-level against Ger­
man Panzers. Mustangs, Spitfires, 
Hurricanes and Typhoons at the ir 
flying, fighting best. 
Two hours of great air/combat foot· 
age. 

Priced a low, low ... $5995. 
Send to: FERDE GROFE FILMS 

3100 Airport Ave., Santa Monica, CA 90405 

o~d~r~n~d~a;3g~. idf r~~5a0d~h~ef~n~a:~~e+~~ 
Visa & Master · include card no. & expiration. 

ORDER TOLL-FREE 
(BOO) 854·0561 , ext. 925. 

In Caltl. (BOO) 432-7257, ext. 925. 

JIMMY LILE 

"The Arkansas Knijesmith" 
Maker of the Survival Knife for the 

Movie " FIRST BLOOD" 

" Imitated But Unequaled" 

Jimmy Lile , Rt. I , Russellville, Ark. 72801 

501-968-2011 

SILENT DEFENSE WEAPONS 

~ _.I' ,, .. :.00~ • ... 
175 LB ,. • 

SELF-COCKING , , 

$ 3 6 9. . ~g~;;G~~~;~~~OED 
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CIVILIAN LENDS 
HELPING HAND ... 

Sirs: 
As a civilian I can't really identify 

with some of your articles, but as an 
active shooter and hunter, as well as 
military history buff, most everything 
between the covers is read and re­
read. 

Having been in many not-so-free 
countries, I was bothered for some 
time by the pleas in your magazine 
for items for El Salvador, Afghanis­
tan and Nicaragua, wondering what 
I could do to help, since I have little 
money. 

So I've gone through the closets 
and the cellar. I have no combat 
gear, but I do have some useful 
clothes in very good condition. I'd 
like to do more than give lip service 
to the causes, so since I can' t send 
money, how about some clothes? 
I'm working on some medical sup­
plies, too. 

Keep up the good work. 
Glenn Gerber 
Germany 

Trans-shipment of goods to 
Afghanistan is difficult and expen­
sive, so we just send money. But 
SOF's Salvadoran/Nicaraguan De­
fense Fund needs goods, along with 
money to pay for handling and ship­
ping. All kinds of small- and 
medium-sized clothing can be used 
by the Contras. Medical supplies are 
especially valuable and welcome, 
but send them to the tax-deductible 
Refugee Relief lntemational, Inc. 
(RRI!). Clothing and medical sup­
plies should be sent to either the De­
fense Fund or RRII in care of Soldier 
of Fortune Magazine, 5721 Arapa­
hoe Avenue, Boulder, CO 80303. 
We can no longer accept freight­
collect shipments. - The Eds. 

SAILOR 
RE-UPS . .. 

Sirs: 
Grenada was my first real taste of 

war, and I hope my last, but I doubt 
it. I'm writing to you to tell you how 
proud of my country your stories on 
the military make me feel. To be 
honest, I was almost done serving 
my first four-year enlistment when 
my ship was sent to Grenada, and I 
hated the Navy with a passion. But 
because of you, the students on 
Grenada, the Marines in Lebanon 
and Grenada who died, the Army 
Rangers and everyone else fighting 
and dying for freedom, I no longer 
hate the Navy. I realize now it was 
the way we were treated by America 
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ASSAULT SURVIVAL KNIFE 
MAGNESIUM FIRE STARTING TOOL 

The ASSAULT SURVIVAL KNIFE 1s made of 440 Slainless steel with black s1 l1con coated 
5'12' blade (10" overall). Complete with fully camouflaged sheath and handle. saw teeth. 
hollow handle with water ltght compartment. compass inside cap. sharpening stone and 
survival kit makes this knile an 1mpress1ve 91tt or personal survival ord inance. 

SURVIVE! 
MATCHES WET? LIGHTER OUT FUEL? 

Start your campfire everyt1me with the U.S. ARMY approved 
MAGNESIUM FIRE STARTING TOOL that fi ts perlectly into ttie 
sheath's extra compa~menl MONEY BACK GUARANTEE' 

Send check or money order for $34.00 post paid 
(Ohio resdents add 6'12% sales tax to: 

P.O. eox 43366. HIGHLAND HEIGHTS, OHIO 44143 216-442-7820 

Combat Survival 
If the challenge came. would you be ready? 

Would you be up to ' training with veteran 
instructors of Britain 's elite , 
Airborne Ranger unit the Si~ ?r 
Special Air Service regiment. """ 
and the world famous 
American 5.F. Green Berets? 

Cou ld you equip yourself to survive. in 
hostile climaLes or unfamiliar environmenLs? If 
you feel you m atch up. whether soldier o r 
sportsman / woman and wou ld like Lo fly Lo 
Britain for a to ta lly unique vacation / lraining 
course, call toll free: 

(800) 632 2302 (N Y State) 

o r wri te: · (800) 645 7462~ 
O'Shea Tours Ltd ~ 
195 Broadway 
Hicksvil le. NY 11801 
Agenl for Scorpjon Travel of GB 

THE APPLEGATE-FAIRBAIRN 
THE ONLY FIGHTING KNIFE 
EVER DESIGNED ON THE 
BASIS OF ACTUAL MILl­
T ARY COMBAT EXPER ­
IENCE. 
• Designed in 1943 by OSS 
Col Rex Applega te and Bnt -
1sh Capt W E Fa irbairn to be 
the successor to the classic 
Fa1rba1 rn -Sykes commando 
knife 
• Custom double-etlge blade 
of 154 cm stainless steel 
• C r 1t 1cally acclaimed 1n 
re v i e ws by AMER ICA N 
BLADE . KN I FE WORLD . 
SOLD IER OF FORTUNE . 
GUNG HO AN D GUNS 

FREE INFORMATION 
PACKAGE 

Write for complete 1nforma11on 
on the h1s1ory, manufacture. 
performance and exlus1ve 
combat features of 1h1s weapon 

WELLS CREEK KNIFE 
AND GUN WORKS 

Rt. 1 . Box 22B 
Scottsburg. OR 97473 

Hard-to-Find Books on Locksl 
THE COMPLETE GUIDE 

TO LOCK PICKING 
by Eddie The Wire 

. .,, 
:o ...... ,.., 

G'o, 
v",

0 
LOCK 

......__ >.PICKING!°'.' 

...... 

The single best 
book on lock pick­
ing ever written ! 
Over 5 years of 
research went into 
its preparation . In­
cludes: • Basic 
principles and gen­
eral rules • Mount­
ing practice locks• 
Warded iocks • Pin 
tumbler locks • 
Disc tumbler locks 
• Wafer tumbler 

locks • Lever tumbler locks• How to beat 
tamper-p roof locks • Other methods for 
bypassing lock mechanisms • And much 
more! The Complete Guide to Lock 
Picking is a detailed, i llustrated instruc­
tio n manual for picking all types of locksl 
5 !-S x BYS, 80 pp, 60 il/os, soft cover. $7.95. 

HOW TO MAKE YOUR OWN 
PROFESSIONAL LOCK TOOLS 

Three Volume Set 
by Eddie The Wire 

HOW TO MAKE 
YOUR OWN 
PROFESSIONAL 
LOCK TOOLS 

Make your own 
lock tools - better 
and cheaper than 
commercial tools! 
All made from 
easy-to-get materi­
als, no questions 
asked! Vol 1 Lifter 
picks, snake picks, 
d iamond picks, 
plug spinners, and 
more! Vol 2 Ten-
sion wrenches, _______ .,. mass production 

techniques, carrying cases, and more! Vol 
3: Pick guns, simulators, tools for tubular 
locks, and more! 
Vol 1: 5 'h x av,_ 31 pp. 24 il los. soft cover: SS.95 
Vol 2: 5 •;, x B'h. 50 pp. 24 illos. soft cover: $5.9S 
Vol 3: 5 \/2 x B'h. 44 pp. 28 illos. soft cover: $5.95 

SPECIAL: All 3 volumes for only $15.0011! 
:'a. ....................................................... -..: :'a. ............................................................ ..... 
Send me the books checked below: ~ ! D The Complete Guide to Lock Pick- Name ~ 

~ 1ng ($7 95) Address ______________ ~ 
~ D How to Make Your Own Profes- ~ 
~ s1onal Lock Tools· o #1 ($5 95) D #2 City/State/Zip ~ 
j1111 ($5 95) o #3 ($5 95) o All 3 ($15.00) LOOM PANICS UNLIMITED ~ ~ 
~ Include $2.00 postage & hand/Ing. PO Box 1197, P. Townsend, WA 98368 ~ ~ ............................................................................................................................................. 
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SOl1 EXCllANlai • P.O. Box 687. Boulder. CO 80306 
Phone(303)449-3750 

Top row: SOF Belt Buckles. Pewter #7010 $5.95. Chrome with enameled. logo 
#7011 $9.95. Bottom row, left to right: SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Beret and Cap 
Badges - Silver drop Logo Badge # 7023 $8. 00. Black anodized logo badge ( #7024, 
same as silver badge, not shown) Red enameled badge #7022 $7.95. Red enameled 
lapel pin #7020 $2.50. Silver drop lapel pin. (not shown) #7021 $5.95. 

Official Soldier of Fortune Beret. 1003 wool 
with liner. Maroon only. Sizes 6 Vz, 6%, 7, 7Vs, 
7V•. 71/2, 75/s, 7314. .. . . #2001 $13. 95 

Southeast Asia Wargames-2nd place. 
Black T-Shirt. . #1007 $7.95 

T-SHIRTS 
2B - Soldier of Fortune, white, black or navy 
$7.95. 2G - Peace through Superior Firepow­
er, white, black, navy $7.95. 2H - Nuke Iran, 
white $7.95. 2K - Death Rides A Pale Horse, 
black or white $7.95. 2R - Special Forces -
Living by Chance, Loving by Choice, Killing by 
Profession, gold or black $8.95. 2S - Marines 
- Let Me Win Your Hearts and Minds or I'll Bum 
Your Damn Huts Down, gold or black $8. 95. 3L 
- Southeast Asia Wargames - 2nd Place, black 
$7.95. 

100 SOLDll!R OF FORTVNI! 

Official Soldier of Fortune Field Cap. Top 
quality, dark khaki European style field cap. Made 
famous by Rommel's Afrika Korps and worn to­
day by British Royal Marine Commandoes. S izes 
s,m,1,xl. ......... #2010 $21.95 

SOF Duffie Bag. 16" x9"x8". As seen at the 
'83 SOF Conven tion in Las Vegas. Sturdy 
Canvas construction. Black w/yellow & red logo. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . #5004 $10.95 

Official Soldier of Fortune Ball Caps -
Maroon, tan cammo, green cammo. One size 
fits a ll. Maroon #2002, Green # 2003. 
Brown ... .. ... ..... . . .. . . ... # 2004 $5.95 

Official Soldier of Fortune Ring. Stainless 
steel w/sterling silver logo. Most sizes available 
. . . . . . . . . . . ..... .. . #7035 $57.95 

Soldier of Fortune Military Style Buckle. 
Chrome w/silver drop logo (belt not included) 

. #7012 $10.95 
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ITEM # DESCRIP. 

OCTOBER 84 

Soldier of Fortune T-Shirt. 50/50 cotton/poly 
blend. Sizes s,m,l,x l. White, Navy or Black 
. . . . . . . . . . . . ... # 1001 $7.95 

Lebanon T-Shirt - "Help a Syrian Meet Allah" 
backed w/"Hey we just stepped in some Shiite." 
50/50 cotton/poly blend. Sizes s,m,1,xl. Tan only 

......... #1008 $7.95 

Airborne Death From Above. 50/50 cotton/ 
poly blend. Sizes s,m,1,xl. Black, White or Navy 

............ ... ... #9055 $3.50 

SOF Sport Shirt. 50150 cotton/poly blend. Sizes 
s,m,1,xl. Navy only . . ...... . . . #1010 $14.95 
SOF/HK T-Shirt. 50/50cotton/polyblend. Sizes 
m,l,xl. Black only .. . . . .. . . . #1009 $7.95 

BOOKS 
8001 Selous Scouts Top Secret War by Lt. 
Col. Ron Reid Daly. Hardcover $25.00. 8002 
Mercenaries Manual by Terry Edwards. The 
book on surviving in combat 132 pages with illus· 
!rations and photos. $5. 95. 8003 Mere: Amer­
ican Soldier of Fortune by Jay Mallin and 
Robert K. Brown. An eye opening account of the 
lives, ideals, and adventures of today's soldiers of 
fortune. Hardcover $14. 95. 8004 Grenades by 
Mike Weber. A new generation of weapons has 
given new meaning to the word grenades. How 
they work, how to use them. 130 pages and over 
80 photos and illustrations. $5.95. 8005 Com­
bat: House to House by Terry Edwards. A time­
ly book on urban warfare as being fought in Leba­
non. Over 200 pages with photos and illustra­
tions. $6. 95. 8006 Knife Self Defense for 
Combat by Michael D. Echanis. First book in a 
series dealing with hand-to-hand combat as 
taught to the Special Warfare Branches of the 
United States Military. $5. 95. 8007 Basic Stick 
Fighting for Combat by Michael D. Echanis. 
Third book in a series on hand-to-hand combaV 
special weapons and special tactics. $7. 95. 8008 
Village Defense - Initial Special Forces 
Operations In Vietnam by Col. Ronald Shack­
leton. A personal account that covers the Special 
Forces involvement during a phase of the war that 
is not really widely known. Hardcover. $13. 95. 
8009 Same as above in softcover. $9.95. 

Clip and Mail to: SOF EXCHANGE, Dept. 1084, P.O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 

COLOR QTY. SIZE PRICE ITEM # DESCRIP. COLOR QTY. SIZE PRICE 

O VISA 0 MASTERCARD Postage & Handling 

Card# 33 Sates Tax (CO res.) 

Exp. TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED 

NAM" 

ADDRESS 

CITY "TAIE....____ZIP ___ 

We accept telephone orders on MasterCard & VISA- call us at (303) 449-3750. 
Sorry, no collect calls acceptedl PLEASE INCLUDE $1. 75 FOR THE FIRST ITEM 
ORDERED - INCLUDE 75¢ FOR EACH ADQITIONAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE 
AND HANDLING. Overseas orders add 30% PLEASE ALLOW 4·6 WEEKS FOR 
DELIVERY. 
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INTRODUCING THE 
EKJA Y KALI ! ! 

Handcrafted of quarter-inch stainless 
steel and tempered to Rockwell 5 6 

" C". Each 
blade serial­
numbered and 
registered. 
Black or 
bead-blast 
satin finish. 
Black Micarta 
grips. 
Boot/belt 
sheath and in­

i n-

Send $160 certified check or money 
order to: KALI: P .O. Box 934 WT 
Station, Canyon, TX 79015. 

6-8 weeks delivery 

SURVIVAL BOOKS 

p• 2 
SILENCERS 
Silencers - history, theory, fun c!ion, perlormanct. and conmuction . lllustr11ed whh plutos and. 
drawings . The most Julhentic, lhorough , up·ID·date co llection ol books on the topic . 
S1J OloS11encerCa1atogs $4 50 
Law 81!ortementGu11!e10 F1rea1m S1tenters 450 
S•ler.ters f1om me Hl)!Tle wo1kshcD A Cons!rucMn Manual Pno1os Ora·N ngs 

Dimensions Ma1ena1s !or Real Guns in Many Cah c.eis 995 
FuearmS1tencers Vol 1 950 
f1reacm S11encers Vol 2 14 95 
Home WorksnooS1lenms I 14 00 
Ti'le S1tencei Backgrouno ano Cor•struwon ot an Elfec!lve Suooresso1 11 50 
Silencers Panerns ano Pnnoples Vol 1 14 50 
S1lencersPa11ernsandP11nc101esV012 1450 
How 10 Bu11o Silencers an 1llustra1eo manual 4 50 
S1lencersfo1Hanafrrea1ms 1395 
OU'f! K1Hers Vol I 9 50 
Ou1e1 Killers Vol 2 9 50 
S1lence1s Sn1oers &Asmsins 1850 

SEMI<§)~ FULLY 

FULL AUTOMATIC CONVERSION BOOKS 
Practital methods to connrt your semi·1u10 wupon lo lull 1u1a or selective !ire should !he nud uise. 
full Au10 Volume 1 AR·15 S595 
Volume 2 UZI 595 
Volume 3 MAC·iO 595 
Volune J Semi Auto Tno~os~n 5 95 
Vo!ume 5 Ml Carnine 10 •.12 5 95 
Fllll Aulo Moc1!tta!1on Manual HK91 n~93 

MA.C·10 IA AC·ll AR·15 M1t11·;' Ml Ca1[)1r.e 10.00 
1-1orr~ Wor~rco Guns Vol · Cars1ruct:r1g t~t s~c,.atn,ne Gu11 12 00 
~utomanc F1rea1ms Oes•gn Boo;; Vo 2 Con~e1s.on o! Cot 45 Pis101 

HIC91 lii<9J W1ncnes1e1 6~ \'/1~cneste1 490 oius orig cro,ect~ I ~ 00 
AR·7E1ot1c Weaaons 14 00 
S11ommneGunOes1gne1sYancooo· 1195 
rmoro~1Sf!l Weaoo~s o! 1ne Amehcan 1Jnce1qrouno 8 ~O 
MA.C·lO !5 4CP s~omm.re GJr Pm .. tr P1ans ! 00 

SURVIVAL BOOKS • 1213) 763·0804 
11106 Magnolia Blvd., No . Hollywood, CA 91601 , Attn ·Nancy 
Prices subject to change Orders paid with money order or credit card 
sen! Immediately. personal check orders held 4 weeks Catalog $2 00 
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which had turned me off in the first 
place. 

Thanks to all those I mentioned, 
though, people are starting to feel 
pride in their country again and 
show support for their military. 

The point is, I reenlisted for 
another four-year cruise because of 
you all. 

Jeffrey Ivester 
Virginia Beach, Virginia 

Score a big one for the U.S. 
· Navy. We 've always maintained that 

one graphic example of the import­
ance of our American military is 
worth all the shipping-over lectures 
in the world. Apparently the success 
in Grenada gave us all a bit more 
than just a much-needed battlefield 
victory. Congratulations on your 
new career. May you have fair winds 
and following seas. - The Eds. 

ARMOR 
AFICIONADO ... 

Sirs: 
I lived in Central America for ab­

out six years, and I tend to agree 
with most of what you say regarding 
that area. I'd like to see you do arti­
cles on specific Salvadoran units, 
much like you do with South African 
ones. 

I'm interested in armor, and am 
wondering if you could do some 
kind of article on Salvadoran armor 
and how it's being used in the cur­
rent war. I'm aware that El Salvador 
converts a lot of vehicles into 
armored vehicles. In other words, 
they have a homemade-armor in­
dustry. I' m aware that homemade 
APCs were one of the reason that 
the Salvadoran Army was able to 
advance so far in the 1969 war. One 
vehicle I'm particularly interested in 
is a vehicle that was seen much in 
newsreels at the beginning of the 
current conflict. It looks a lot like the 

THE FAMOUS 
BUCK KNIFE 

···-~ 
(Model 110) w/Leather Case 

$24.95 ea. 

BUTTERFLY KNIFE 

t;-:=:~&i l . '> 
Finest Quality* 

$29.95 ea. . 

BOOT KNIFE 

~·~ ,1 

All 440C Steel Hand Forged 
and Finished• Excellent Quali ty 

$28.50 ea. 

DEALERS INQUIRIES WELCOME 

Send Check or Money Order Plus 
$3.00 Handling Charge to: 

PERSONAL SECURITY & ARMAMENT 
(A Division of Roman Sales) 

Baccara Drive • New Fairfield, CT 06812 
or Call TOLL FREE 1-800·243·1053 

[in CT (203) 746-6536] 
For VISA and MasterCard Orders or C.O.D. 

The BRI Sabot Bullet. 
Maximum Range, PoV1er 

ancl Accuracy. 
Or. in Calif. 408-476-7981 Collec t. 
Dealer Inquiries Welcome and 
Encouraged. 
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SON 
Of A 
GUN! 

CHILDREN'S SIZES 
NOW AVAILABLE 

Camouflage pants 
6 pocket - $14.95 

Adjustable waist and 
drawstring cuffs. 

Sizes 6-16 

Camouflage shirt 
4 pocket - $14.95, $27.95/set 

Sizes 6-16 

Camouflage T-shirt - $5.25 
Sizes Sm (6-8) Med (10-12) Lge (14-16) 

Camouflage web belt - $2.95, 3/$7.95 
Adjustable with roller type buckle. 

OD on reverse side. 
Black, blue, and khaki also available. 

Camouflage fatigue hats - $4.95 
Sizes XSM for children. 

Request FREE Catalog 

rfrEll7E:X SA.£ES:on:. 
3 N. Kinzua Ave .. ~499, 

pt. SF-841, Chicago. II. 60646 

Satisfaction Guaranteed 

ELECTRONIC WEAPONS 
SYSTEMS 

• BLASTER WAND DEFENSE WEAPON produces shockwave 
type explosive electric discharges. For hostile si1ua11ons. May 
be lethal. $59.50 lnfopack/ Plans only $5.00 
• BLACK BOX BUTZER ballery powered device. use 10 stun 
l1sh . electrify ob1ects. protecl perimeters. Can be made lethal. 
S59 50 lnfopack/Plans only $5 .00 
• LASER GUN SIGHT/SHOOTING GALLERY practice stead1· 
ness . can be used for poml sighting most weapons . Includes 
electronic target. $399.50 lnlopack/ Plans only $5.QO 
• TELEPHONE MESSAGE TAKER automatically provides ac· 
curate records ol all calls For order takmg only . $24 50 
• VEHICLE ELECTRIFICATION DEVICE non-lethal - pro· 
duces moderate 10 severe shocks to those contacting vehicle 
from outside . $59.50 lnlopack/ Plans only $5.00 
• POCKET SIZED FLAME THROWING WEAPON For destroy· 
1ng insects . ants. aiding m burnmg leaves and brush p1le_s. 
Slill not cleared by our legal dept. for sale due 10 potential 
liab1l1ly and labeling. Plans only available at this lime $8 .00 

Catalog of many electronic devices for surveillance, protec­
tion, detection etc. Sl .00. Included free with any ol the above 
purchases . Send cash, check, MO, VISA, MC to: 

SCIENTIFIC SYSTEMS 
P.O. BOX 716, AMHERST, NH 03031 

NIGHT VISION SIGHT 

AN/PVS-3 Hyper-Mini 
FEATURES 

• Range 300 to 400 Meters 
• Automatic brightness control 
• Focus · 4Ft. to infin i ty 
• Weight · 3 Lbs. complete 

(smal lest of the military scopes) 
• 1 Bmm Image Intensifi er 

Excellent Condition 

$1,495.00 (Plus $15.00 UPS) 

EXCALIBUR ENTERPRISES 
P.O. box 266, Emmaus, Pa. 18049 

(215) 967-3443 
See ou at Booth 100 at the SOF Conv. 

OCTOBER 84 

Ml 13 APC, but it's not, and if you 
take a good look, it is obviously 
homemade. Do you know what this 
is? I'm also aware that the Salvador­
ans have mounted 20mm triple­
barreled AA guns on some kind of 
APC. What are they, and what role 
are they used in. Any information on 
this kind of thing that you have 
would be useful to me. If you can' t 
provide me with anything, could you 
at least provide me with a source? 

Thank you for the help, and the 
letters you've already sent me. 
You've been very helpful, and I was 
astonished that you'd reply in such 
detail. This reflects on your profes­
sionalism, and your concern for the 
people that you serve. 

David Spencer 
Cali, Valle, Colombia 

SOF has already assigned Marine 
veteran Ralph Bicknell to ride with 
and report on the Salvadoran Army 
cavalry units. 

We have printed so little on armor 
in El Salvador because - to our 
knowledge - it is little used. Salva­
doran armor units are usually de­
ployed as mounted infantry much 
like ancestral dragoons. Armored 
vehicles are little more than a re­
placement for trucks in that scheme. 
- Th e Eds. 

• Nigh t Vision Sight 
• Daylig ht Fi lter 
• Combat Eye Guard 
• AR 15/M16& M14 /M 1A 

Adapt. Bracket 
• Man ual 
• Battery 
• Carrying Case 

Night Vision Equ ipment Specialis ts 
Send S3.00 for our il lustrated ca talog 

llle comptete BGOM ot 
taroet snootjnD 
----~--.. --
~~.--

A lifetime of proven techniques packed into a 
sound, comprehensive book on all aspects of 
target shooting-equipment, positions, mental 
attitude, competition . You 'll learn how to choose 
the right rifle , pistol , airgun , or shotgun and how 
to decide on ammo & accessories. 
All the basic & advanced strategies-accuracy 
through concentration, match preparation, re­
laxation , self-confidence, breath control-from 
an internationally recognized expert . 
Just published , this is the one book that is sure 
to increase your scores. From silhouette to trap 
& skeet all in one volume. 

YES! Please rush me copies of 
The Complete Book of Target Shooting at $24.95 
(plus $2 postage) PA residents add 6% sales 
tax. If not delighted return the book within 10 
days. 
0 VISA 0 M.C. 0 AM. EX. 0 Check 

Card No. _______ Exp. Date __ 

Name ________ _____ _ 

Address-------------

City, State-------- Zip ___ _ 
Mail to: SOF 

STACKPOLE BOOKS 
America's Great Outdoor Publisher 

P.O. Box 1831, Harrisburg, PA 17105 

~\\~ l\~~\)J 
f Olt.~ SPEAK 

j THEIR LANGUAGE 
Leaders communicate. Followers listen. 
They'll hear you if you speak their lan­
guage. 

Teach yourself a foreign language the 
easy way. The way U.S. State Depart­
ment personnel do, using audio cassette 
speed learning. 

ORDER RIGHT NOW! 
Learn Spanish I I We pay the 
or other s 99 postage. 
available Cal. 
Language. _ residents 
Each just . . . add 6.5% 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED! r---------------, 
I TO: AN/COM, INC. P.O. BOX 530 

I 
NO. HOLLYWOOD, CA 91603, 
(818) 769-5518 

I My check 0 M.O. 0 for$ is 
I enclosed. Rush course(s) marked. 
I 0 Spanish O Other ______ _ 

I NAME. _________ _ I ADDRESS---------
1 CITY STATL__ZIP __ 
I 0 Charge my VISA 0 Master Card O 
I Acct No. _______ _ _ _ 

L Expiration Date J --------------
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CONSERVE ENERGY 
. ~ BUMPl:'..RST ICKERS 

.w,\.ilAbk in r(•m ovdbk 
bl,\ck on whih • viny l. 
$2.00 P l VS .50 (' POS1 

C o l o r s: 

lf!.,NG DISTAI'(!<E _,.rs 

T-Sh irt s: t a n . lt .bluc·bla c k All D e signs 
J c rscys: whit c w / b la.c k s leeves © Clo udla.nd 
S izes : Ente rprises 

~~L-/~-1;~';~1L~n'fy-!XL 50%C otton 50% Po lyest er 

r~t?8~,~~i~ y / S izc / It e m Cho ice t:~~f:t s · SB.50 
& C o l o r 1P1uu1nc1uat)naco1o•C"<>•u l XXL T 's . $12.00 
Enclose T otal Amt. Due Jcr~cys · $10.95 

Ordering.-.. r.--.·~ C a. II 24 HRS. 
By Pho ne -_..-· - 615-624 - 1851 

Add$ I .50(ca . orde r) 
Postage & Handling 

C ana.da. M Add S 2 

For c ign .. Add 30% 

U.S. Currency Only ! 

z:.· -, SEND TO • 

~dla~ 
~~~ 

P.O. BOIC 3611 
CHATTANOOGA.TN 37404 

THIS KNIFE MAY 
SAVE YOUR LIFE! 

LIFEKNIFE 
COMMANDO® 

The 
Complete 
Survival~- -......._____ 

Kl ti \...} '-,, - '\ 

Watertight hollow handle contains the 
four essentials for survival : a wire saw 
for shelter building: matches for fire 
making: hooks, line, sinkers, needles 
and snare wire for food gathering: sealed 
by a liquid-fil led luminous compass for 
direction finding. OR add what you want! 
6 " 440c stainless blade (RH57): 4 1h" 
aluminum alloy handle; 10 oz. with 
shea th , stone, & lanyards. 

Send $49.95 plus $3.00 
0;~?1\n;~:.~~el shipping & handling to: 

Medical Kit LIFEKNIFE, Inc. 
for hollow handle Box 7 71 

$7.95 Santa Monica, CA 90406 
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NAVAL 
MAN HUNT . . . 

Sirs: 
I wonder if your FLAK column 

could give me some assistance in 
tracking down . the following persons 
who served with the Marine Advis­
ory Group T earn 43 in the Rung Sat 
Special Zone, Nha Be, Vietnam, 
from July 1970 to December 1971. 
They are: Maj. W. Stensland, Maj. 
Tully, Capt. W. Cohen, Lts. Brown, 
Johnson and Buckhieser, GySgt. 
Hicks, SSgts. Murray, Fish, Larry 
Collins or Cummins, or any others 
who served at the Rung Sat at those 
dates, or anyone knowing their 
whereabouts. Also Lt. Cmdr. W. 
Needham, USN, Lt. Cmdr. Zeke -
(Polish surname). 

I served in 'Nam in the British 
Merchant Marine from '76 to very 
early '72. The last ship was the Shell 
Oil Company's ship Hemisinus, bet­
ter known as the Saigon Flyer. 

Mick Dunk 
London, England ~ 

~~~':,ITION · 
~ ~CATALOG 

BIGGEST EVER 

NEW FROM 
NUMRICH ARMS 

U.S. THE WORLD'S 
LARGEST 

SUPPLIER 
Send 

s4.9s 
OF GUN PARTS today 

PNEUMOPAK® 
TOURNIQUET 

1. Used by marinA corp personnel. 
2. Space aged replacement for the 

tourniquet. 
3. A safe effective way to reduce or stop 

blood flow. 
4. Can be used as a sling. 
5. Simple operating inslructions 

included on pak. 

Use of the PneumoPak® can 
make the difference between 
Life or Death in rescue in­
volving loss of blood. 

No -survivalist would be caught 
without one. 

G.I. M-65 FIELD JACKET 

Current G.I. M-65 all-weather field jacket is 
windproof, water repellent, and worn by the 
military for cold weather climates. This jacket is 
manufactured under strict quality standards by 
a prime government contractor in the United 
States. Excellent for hunting, work, or leisure. 
Hurry, and order now. 

Only S4295 

AVAILABLE IN CURRENT GOV'T. COLORS: 
GI Olive Drab • Woodland Camouflage (current 
issue) OR: Tiger Stripe Camouflage • Swat 
Black • Police Navy • AF Sage Green • Khaki 
SIZES: X-Sm, Sm, M, Lge, X-Lge. For proper fit, 
specify chest measurements. BOYS SIZES: 
4-6, 8-10, 12-14, 16-18 Woodland Camouflage 
only, $39.95. 
State size and color, and mail proper amount plus 
$3.00 ($6.00 in Canada, Alaska and Hawaii) for 
shipping and handling to: 
GREENE MILITARY DISTRIBUTORS 
P.O. BOX 20008, Dept. SF 
KNOXVILE, TN 37940 
Catalog $1.00 - free with order. 

NEW - up to date - ISSUE 
LISTS & PRICES the 200 m illion 

i tem s we stock. GUN PARTS 
FLINTLOCK to MODERN - U .S. -

Foreign - Commer cial -
Military - MACHINE GUNS 

lntroduclory Price 

plus $1 .50 ea. 
postage & handling 

I 000 's of Illustrations 
Helpful Schemat ics 

OVER 425 pgs. 
Used by Gunsm iths, 
Shoot ers, Collect ors, 

Mili tsries the world over. 
Surface Foreign $5.9 5 

Airmail Foreign $12.00 U.S. Funds 

Compact, lightweight 
and ruggedly constructed. 

Tourniquet 

"ORDER YOURS TODAY" 

BorCo Dist. Co. 
Platteville, WI 53818 

Phone (608) 348-8226 
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ORDER DIRECTLY FROM GERMANY! 
All Items Original and Factory New! 

GERMAN TRADITIONAL AIR FORCE FLIGHT JACKET. 
Heavy duty kid leather. 
Colour: German Air Force 
Grey-blue. Signal-orange 
sateen lining. 4 pckts., 
pencil holder + zipper 
pocket on left sleeve. Full 
length heavy duty zipper. 
Knit collar, cuffs, waist­
band . With or without 

national emblem. A rugged but elegant gar-
ment. Sizes 34-50 ...... $170.-

~ 
7-

0RIGINAL GERMAN WAFFEN­
SS FIELDGREY M-43 FIELD 
CAPS! With all emblems + 
Division 's Stamp inside! 
Very good condition. Not all 
sizes available ...... $120.-

Their Popular Nickname is "KNOBELBECHER". 
Because of their own and 
their Wearer's High Quali­
ty these Traditional German 
High Field Boots were 
marching through all Eu­
rope and even reached 
the outskirts of Moscow in 
WWII. They are still being 
worn by the W-German 
Army. Sizes: 6-13 (Give 
width, too!) . . .. $115.-

ALL OAOEAS SHIPPED WITHIN 24 HOURS! Money Back 
Guarantee, ii merchandise is returned within 30 days in original 
condition. Payment: Money Order or Certified Check. American 
Express - Visa - Master Card accepted. Please. include shipping 
costs: Orders up to S20+ $6 - up lo S50+ $9 - over $70 + $15.50. 
Complete Catalogue for $5. PHONE ORDERS in ENGLISH 24 
Hours a Day from Monday-Sunday by calling 01149-8856-2219. 

DEIBEL GERMAN 
MILITARY EQUIPMENT 

BahnhofstraBe 19a 
8122 Penzberg I West Germany 

DIRTY WEAPON : 
EARLY GRAVE 

s109s p.p.d. 

UNIVERSAL CLEANING KIT 
Sealed in package, complete with contents of M16 bore 

and chamber brush, adaptor with .30 and .45 caliber brush, 
double-headed general purpose cleaning brush, 5-piece 
steel cleaning rod, 1n -oz. oil bottle and nylon olive drab 
heavy-duty pack cloth pouch with snap closure and belt 
keeper. M 3909 small arms cleaning kit. Offer good only in 
the USA. 

We supplied the Rangers who parachuted into Grenada 
with their kits. 

WARRIOR'S WAREHOUSE 
P.O. Box 740 •Hinesville, Ga. 31313 

IN REVIEW 

Continued from page 12 

this meeting, see "Election '84: The 
Fate of the Military," SOF, July '84.) 

Events moved quickly after that. 
Delta was cocked and locked, from 
Pope Air Force Base to Frankfurt to 
Egypt - finally culminating at the first 
operational staging area, Desert One. 

The failure of the raid is well known; 
the basic cause was machinery and 
weather. The problems at Desert One 
began to mount up even before the 
disastrous on-ground collision be­
tween the helicopter and the C-130. 
Beckwith describes it all in painful de­
tail: his decision to abort, the crash, the 
pull-out and the venting of his anger 
and frustration on anybody and every­
body. 

Delta Force is a must for any 
unconventional-warfare library. Al­
though Beckwith has his faults - he's 
stepped on many toes over the years 
- he did not get the name of Chargin' 
Charlie for nothing. If there had been 
the remotest chance for success he 
would have gone, even if Delta had to 
ride camels home. ~ 

LlfEKIT'" POCKET SURVIVAL KIT 
Alumlnum. wa tcqnoor 1csca lablc conlainc r ha:. compass. 
m a lc hcs. rishln g kit. l•d rc :.aw. e n e rgy bar. tea , ~narc wire. 
needle s , an l ibiollc c re am . band ages . tourniquet , r;u.o r s uture , 
an d morel So lighl ii floats! So small you' ll llC\'Cr leave II behind! 

4'h"'x2¥•"K I 1/-t"; 5 o z.. • MONEY HAC K GUAKA NT EE 

SeND $ 19.95 lO LI FEKIT 

"Barrett Light Fifty" Model 82 

Ba.rre t~ Fire'a rhi~as begun manJJ facturi~g' tr 

ne"<.:·~a rrett Lfg ht Fifty . ., This revo lutio_i)a r , ow 
recoi ling semi-au tomatic rifle is based o n the 
undisputed heavyweight c hampion. th e 
.50 caliber Browning machine g un cartridge. 
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With a le ngth o f 63", weight of 35 lbs. 
and 12 round box magazine. it 1s th e m ost 
incredible shoulder-fired weapon made. 

Send $3 00 for add111onal 1nform a t1on 

Barre tt Firearms M anufacturing Co . Inc 

312 S Churc h St • Mur lreesboro. TN 37130 • 

CANNON FUSE 

Rated Grade AAA. Our Cannon Fuse has 4 coats 
of varnish to make it 100% waterproof. Burns 
steady, without flickering, even in the harshest 
conditions. Shipped in neat. machine-wound 
coils of 50'. 100'. or 150' lengths (we also cus­
tom cut to any length, call for pricing). 

Burn Time: 30 seconds/ ft.; Type: Green. 
waterproof; Dimensions: 3/ 32" dia. x 50'. 100'. 
or 150' coil. 

#WP-12 50 ft. ... . .. .. . .. $9.95 
#WP-12 100 ft. . .. $16.95* 
#WP-12 150 ft. .... . . . $23.95* 
·FREE with 100' coil: 3 Mini Smoke Grenades 

FREE with 150' coil: 6 Mini Smoke Grenades 
(Volume 3.000 cu ft HC White) 

VISA/ MC & COD pho ne orders sh ipped 
immed ia tely! CALL: (617) 922-8262. 
Free Shipping in continen tal U.S. via 
U.P.S. o nl y. Perso na l checks held 4 wks. 
No t for sa le outs ide o f U.S.A. 
Send S.A .S.E. for Free catalog (incl. wl order) 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 

YANKEE MANUFACTURING CO. 
59 Chase St., Beverly, MA 01915 

(617) 922-8262 

Avoid BIG BROTHER . . . 
Best techniques ever published 
for creating COMPLETE PRIVACY! 
• Avoid Surveillance, Eavesdropping 
• Become "Invisible" to Investigators 
• Stop Generating Financial Records 
• Receive Confidential Mall - Safely 
• Stay out of Government Flies 
• How to Eliminate Negative Records 
• Begin Creating Helpful New Records 
• Hiding Your Assets 
• Banking Alternatives 
• Privacy from Taxes 
• "Low Profile" Secrets 
• Hideouts; Deep Cover 
• Multiple Addresses 
• Using other "Names" 
• How to "Disappear" 

Don't wait! Order TODAY! ONLY $14 .9:pd. 

EDEN PRESS• 11623 Slater " C" 
Box 8410-AP •Fountain Valley, CA 92728 

••••••••••••••••••••••• :vES ! Send me PRIVACY. : 
• Enclosed is 14.95 0 check O money order. • 
• (Calit. residents please add 6% sales tax.) • 
• O Send latest Book Catalog - FREE:• 

•Name • • • •Address • 

·~ . •s . • • tate 1p • 

••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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CLASSIFIED 
CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - All ads MUST be received 
by the 15th, lour months prior to issue cover date. Ad copy 
must be typed or written clearly with authorizing signa­
ture, telephone number and payment. Advertisers offering 
Information packets for a fee must send a sample of pack­
et. Cost per Insertion Is $1 per word - $20 minimum. 
Personal classified ads are 50 cents per word -$10 mini· 
mum. Name, address and telephone are lo be Included in 
the count. FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words ; Boul­
der, Colorado = 2 words ; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations 
such as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. 
Hyphenated words and telephone numbers are counted 
as two words. We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which we determine to be objectionable. Mall to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
co 80306. 

READERS OF BOTH DISPLAY ANO CLASSIFIED 
ADVERTISING ARE ADVISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE 
DOES NOT HAVE THE ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF 
EVERY ADVERTISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD 
ANY READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY AN ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN­
SPECTOR. 

LE MERCENAIREI Monthly intelligence newsletter on terror­
ism, communist subversion, covert operations. $12 year. $15 
overseas. Sample $2. LE MERCENAIRE, P.O. Box 507, 
Frederickstown, MO 63645. (90) 

FOR SALE. Genuine United States armed-forces surplus clo­
thing , individual equipment, packs, boots, survival gear. first ­
aid packets, etc. Send $1 for our latest catalog to Steve J. 
Pedergnana, Jr., P.O. Box 1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. (87) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1 to ACE FIRE· 
WORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 44030. (92) 

VIETNAM CATALOG (With free "Vietnam Photos") $2. WWII 
catalog $2. WAR SHOP, Rt.1 , Box 154, Milford, DE 19963. 
(87) 

WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, everything! Illustrated catalog $10 (refund· 
able). DISCO, Box 331 -X, Cedarburg, WI 53012. (94) 

MARAUDER'S SURPLUS: A complete listing of field and 
technical manuals; Elite commando and regular army surplus 
at the best prices in the country. Send $1 for catalog to 
MARAUDER'S ARMY SURPLUS, 8588 McKee Road, Upatoi, 
GA 31829. (84) 

IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVERSA­
TIONS? Telephone eavesdropping indicator $100, pocket bug 
detector $45, automatic phone recorder $125, FM Telephone 
wireless transmitter $100, long-range wireless mikes $45 to 
$150, bumper beeper set $800, sound activated recorder 
$150, special listening devices from $50, automatic recorder 
switches $40, new 1984 catalog $2. WYNN ENGINEERING 
COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 
859-0531. (85) 

LRRP SECURITY SERVICES, INC. 
Box 1620 M-10, Alken, S.C. 29801 (803) 649-5936 

Send $2 . 00 for Brochure. 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step-by-step instructions to 
make powerful plastic explosives from common ingredients. 
Send money order $10 to : FREEDOM ARMS, Box 7072 HSJ, 
Springfield, MO 65801 . (90) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal Gun 
Laws both $4. Police Catalog $2. SCHLESSINGER, P.O. Box 
882, New York, NY 10150. 

REGULATION INSIGNIA - All military branches and pol ice. 
All 9enuine. Over 1000 items including rank, wings, badges, 
miniature medals, NASA patches. Catalog $2; add $1 if 1st 
class mailing desired. KAUFMAN 'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept A·510, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 
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FREE GERMAN WWII RELIC - Free original German WWII 
relic! When ordering catalog of pre· 1945 German flags, uni· 
forms, daggers, weapons. illustrated catalog . $5. MILITARIA, 
Box 21 ·D, Grandy, MN 55029. (86) 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG - 32 pages -
$1. Jackets, pants, cloth, caps, berets, insignia, more. Genuine 
GI. KAUFMAN 'S WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A·210, 
504 Yale SE, Albuquerque. NM 87106. 

PRIVACY - CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding/Receiving . 
Code name fine , street address, phone available, SASE. 
ORLANDO MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF1 2, Orlando, FL 32860. 
(86) 

MILITARY COLLECTORS 
e Over 40,000 Items in Stock • 

' S.S. Viking Div. Ring J ;::r. '" cw· ~ ""~~~~ 

Black S.S. Caps 
M-43 To ke down slyle Melo! eogle & 
Bullons S-M & lg. Sizes .... .. $18.00 

or S.S. Officers 
(w/Silver-top trim) .. ......... $25,00 

If you got the leather jacket ,,, We got the Flying-Tigers 
t (Blood·chit) emblem for 
I the back of it , (Repro. on 

cotton) - $20.00 postpaid; 
or silk original - ms.oo 
post~aid, 

Japanese Kamikazie 
Headband, (wear one to 
relax your passengers), 
soft cotton (Repro .) -
$6.00 postpaid . 

Our 224 page fully-illus· 
trated catalog - ($3,00 
(free with order). 

W.W. 2 LTD. Box 2063-F 
St, Louis, MO 63158 

ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters fast! 
Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging device, 
checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $45 complete, ready to 
use. WYNN ENGINEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspenglen 
Drive, Houston , TX 77084 (713) 859·0531 . Catalog of related 
devices, $2. (85) 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI - Commando black or stainless 
steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S 
WEST ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-810, 504 Yale SE, 
Albuquerque. NM 87106. 

DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM I The feared and formidable 
Chinese Black Cobra style of oriental combat. Fight like a wild 
animal with advanced dynamic meditations to develop the 
unstoppable mental state and powers. Fully illuslrated $9.95 
plus $1 p/h. Check or money order to: GREEN DRAGON 
SOCIETY, Dept. SF, 6810 North Sheridan, Chicago, IL 60626. 
(84) 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES - 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also, 
USAF/NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine!! Toll Free ordering 
and immediate shipment.Send long self-addressed stamped 
envelope for free brochure. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY AND 
NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-910, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 
87106. 

TIGER STRIPE T-SHIRTS, top quality shirt to match our fati· 
gues $8; 3 for $22. A.H.A .. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

OPEN GUN, .22 cal. you construct with ord inary tools and 
hardware store _materials, $4.95. ENTIUM (I) , Box 1650, Caro­
lina, PR 00628. 

EXPLOSIVES ANO INCENDIARIES: Instructions for making 
NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95 ; and the easy-to· 

~~~'iJ1:~~e$,e~y m~~~'.v$26'e;~b~R7~_2N T~~Ru~1f~,J~: 
P.O. Box 10073 G.S., Springfield, MO 65808. (90) 

1.0. CARDS & CERTIFICATES. C.l.A. , Special Forces, Ran· 
gers. SEAL Team, Recon, Scout-Sniper, S.O.G., Para-rescue, 
Airborne, Weapons Expert. Martial Arts, Police. Large Selec­
tion with your Name, Rank, Unit, etc. Illustrated Brochure $1 . 
KENWOOD ASSOC IATES, Box 66, Dept. 1, Long Green, MD 
21092. 

GENUINE MEDALS - CollecUReplace Missing U.S./Foreign 
Decorations. Purple Heart $40 ; Si lver Star $40; Bronze Star 
$35; Legion of Merit $35; Armed Forces Expeditionary $15 ; 
Vietnam Service $15; Vietnam Campaign/Sterling Yearbar 
$25. Add stamp in trade and $3 Postage. Most others avail· 
able. S.A.S.E. FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN , 21 
Naples Road, Brookl ine, MA 02146. (617) 731·0000.(86) 

FIREWORKS, High Quality, Fast Service . Price list $1 . 
MOUNTAIN STATES NOVELTY, P.O. Box 90007, Casper, 
WY 82609. (86) 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Protect property. Win 

$~~·~gY di~ra~~e~ci . i~~~;~5~~~~~N~~~ ~~~o~gg~ F~~~~ 
tain Valley, CA 92708. (89) 

JEWELRY 
FOR 

WARRIORS 

-,- Sendfutcatalogofunique, be:<lrdhiflydetiled 
perlients. dmm. aid pns in sterting silver (141C 
<Mil<iil!) at discoun1 prices. Great presents tor 

-4. wets. pi ~ mlliay persmnel, suJV!val-
1( r1 ISIS.ef"'-''" 

</ ""1 fi. 
·--- -"~ -- _, ;_-.... •.4·A>~~·:f.1<~~""~.cUUt~:-:~': . ,f -?1 

J/'~,,J . MIDNIGHT MISSION 
· Send $1°", refundable with order. 

DEPT. SOF, 82 BOWERY, NYC, N.Y. 10013 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as $6 a 
month. Not a box number but your own address and suite 
number. Also available - phone number, remaiting, mail for­
warding and more. ALL CONFIDENTIAL. For information en­
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. Peoria, 
Phoenix, AZ. 85029. (602) 993· 7534. (85) 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE - for the clever man of action. 
Samples $2, $13/year-$17 overseas. HORIZONE, Box 67, 
St. Charles, MO 63302, USA. (89) 

KNUCKS - Genuine brass paperweights. Not cheap alumi· 
num. $7 postpaid. Immediate shipment. MATTHEWS POLICE 
SUPPLY, P.O. Box 1754, Matthews, NC 28105. (84) 

TATTOOING EQUIPMENT. Colors, machines, designs, ev· 
erything needed to start you in business. Send $1 for catalog 
to: S & W TATTOOING, Box 263 SF, East Northport, NY 
11731 . (87) 

NEED PRIVACY FOR YOUR MAIL? Use our address as 
yours. Keep your true identity and location secret. Details: M.K. 
& ASSOCIATES, Box 8-F, Buffalo. NY 14212. (88) 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE SECURITY EQUIPMENT­
("Worlds' Greatest Selection!!!" ). Professional Wireless Micro­
transmitters : 300' range, $40. 1,000' range, $75, three mile 
range, $195. Telephone Parallel Transmitter, $95. Telephone 
" Drop·in" Transmitter, $395. Panasonic 1 O Hour Cassette Re· 
corder, $165. 24 Hour Recorder. $225. "Vox", $65. Automatic 
Telephone Recording Device, $60. " Hardwired" 1 oo· Super­
sensitive Microphone, $75. " Shotgun" Microphone, $195. In­
finity Transmitter, $325. "Spikemike", $140. "Parasite" Trans­
mitter and Receiver, $95. Bodyworn Crystal-controlled Quarter 
Mile Transmitter and Receiver, $195. Linemans' Handset, 
$150. Parabolic Microphone, $85. Closed Circuit Television 
System, $395. Magnesiumfloride Night Vision Scope , $125. 
Telephone Scrambler Set, $295. Telephone Eavesdropper 
Stopper, $75. Pocket-sized Transmitter Detector, $285. Tele· 
phone " Sweep" Countermeasure, $195. Tape Recorder De· 
tector, $695. Drugs/Narcotics Analysis Kit, $80. Pocket-sized 
Metal " Frisker", $50. Bulletproof Vest, $150. Automobile Entry 
Kit, $50. Send Orders : Microtron", Warehouse/Showroom 
Complex, 42-Thirty-eighth Street , Wheeling, West Virginia 
26003. Visa/Mastercard Call 24 Hours: (304) 233-8007. Pro­
fessionals' Catalogue, $20, refundable. Survei llance Device 
Schematics Portfolio, $20. Surveillance Tactics Manual, $15. 
General Catalog , $5. (Delivered Assembled and insured.) 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Gallantry Cross and Campaign Medal 
Certificates. Four-color forms suitable for framing . $3. each, 
both $5. JOHN BERNDSEN, 909 Noah Drive . St. Louis, MO 
63135. 

TIGER STRIPE JUNGLE FATIGUES. Military quality, rip-stop 
4·pocket jacket, 6-pocket pants $52 per Suit. A.H.A., Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 

CAMOUFLAGE: British Falklands, Rhodesian , French Alge· 
ria, Spanish, reversible. Send $2 (bills only) for photos and 
details. EMBLETON, 6 Stable View, Yateley, Hanis, ENG­
LAND. 

TOP RISK ACTION GROUP, for hire by individuals, organiza· 
l ions, and governments. Rescue. property recovery, or just 
plain getting even. Outside U.S. only. No reds as sponsors. Joe 
Green, P.O. Box 3 1991 , Raleigh , NC 27622 , U.S.A. (86) 

ITALIAN STILETTOS! Here's one for your collection. 13" 
overall . 6" polished steel blade, positive front lock, dark handle 
only, $18.95. 9" overall stiletto, pol ished steel blade, posilive 
front lock, dark or white handles, $10.95. Include $2 postage 
and handling. DUFFY ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box L, Dept. SF7, 
Bayville, NJ 08721 . (87) 

EMERGENCY 1.0. 
Helps you when you can't 

help yourself! 
Military style "dog lag" is made of non­

allergenic slain less steel. Lists vital 
information: name, address. phone, medical 

data. Chain included. Send information 
(5 lines, 20 characters per line) with 

$4.95 per tag plus 50¢ hand ling. Califor­
nia residents add 32¢ sales tax. 

Additional information on 
back of tag: add 50¢ 

FRONCO 
ENTERPRISES 

Box 2503, Dept. SF 1084 
Northridge, CA 

91331-2503 
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BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, 1984 Catalog of Uniforms, 
Equipment and Insignia, $1 . B.M.S., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 . 

SURVEILLANCE? Law Enforcement? Survival? We carry the 
latest books/toys NOT available anywhere else. Catalog $1. 
AW, 584 Castro No. 351 . San Francisco, CA 94114. (85) 

CONVERT YOUR UZI to selective-fire semi or fully automatic 
weapon. One afternoon with simple hand tools can give you 
ULTIMATE AUTHORITY. All the slep-by-slep instruclions, 
dimensioned drawings, and detailed explanations you need 
are in th is report . The ten dollars it costs will buy you more 
peace-of-mind than commanding your own army. Even if you 
don't use it today, the information will already be in your library 
when you need it most. Send $10 to SOMERVILLE. P.O. Box 
7661 , Silver Springs, MD 20910. (84) 

MILITARY GOODS CATALOG - GENUINE GI - 32 pages 
$1 . Complete with cammo fatigues, LC1 gear and equipment, 
DI hats, dummy grenades, jungle hats , lensatic compasses, 
military books, ponchos, boots, bayonets, and much much 
more. KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY & NAVY GOODS, Depart­
ment A-210, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

Record te lephone conversations in your 
office or home. Connects between any 
cassette or tape recorder and your 
telephone or telephone LI NE. Starts 
automatically when phone is answered . 
Records both sides of phone conversation. 
Stops recorder when phone is hung .up. 
This device is not an answering service 

Super Powerlul 

Wireless Mic 
10 times more powerful than other m1e:-s. 
Transmits up to 11. m~e to any FM radio 
Easy lo assemble kit 15V battery (not incl.) 
Call (305) 725-1000 or aend $19.95• $1.00 •hipping per 
Item to USI Corp., P.O. Box SF-2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. 
COO's accept. For catalog of transmitters. voice scramblers 
and other specialty Items. enclose S2.00 to USI Corp. 

BOUNTY HUNTING - Legal for anyone and very profitable! 
For legal statutes and employment information send $2 and 
SASE. Rush orders $3 cash. RESEARCH UNLIMITED. Box 
90, Depew, NY 14043. (85) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS. Send $2 for police catalog. B-PEC, Dept. 
SF483, 17122 Bellflower Blvd., Bellflower, CA 90706. (87) 

POLICE, FIRE AND RAILROAD badges and patches. Send 
$1 for list or $6 for next 12 monthly lists. BAIRD, Dept. SF1283, 
P.O. Box 444, Los Alamitos, CA 90720. (87) 

MONEY SOLUTIONS! End debts. Get new credit, jobs, de­
grees. Financial privacy. Offshore opportunities. Free catalog. 
EDEN, Box 8410-SF, Fountain Valley, CA 92728. (89) 

FIREWORKS: Fun, Safe , Patriotic: top quality, countless 
items , lowest prices , illustrated catalog $1 (refundable) . 
PYRO·SONIC DEVICES, Box 711 Sl4, Grand Haven, Ml 
49417. (87) 

MILITARY MEDALS and decorations boughVsold/traded . 
Current list SO cents; subscription 1 year $4.50. VERNON. Box 
1387SF, Baldwin, NY 11510-1387. (85) 

SPECIAL ACTION COMMANDO SCHOOL specializing in 
Survival & Commando tact ics for civil or military crisis. Write for 
brochure. $1 . S.A.C.S., P.O. Box 506, Pecos, NM 87552. (85) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY-Many unusual , informative 
books on Electronic Surveillance, "creative" Locksmithing, 
Weapons, Investigations, Documents. etc. Free Brochures: 
MENTOR, Dept. G-2, 135-53 Northern Blvd., Flushing, NY 
11354.'(86) 

UNUSUAL BOOK OFFER. Save up to 20% Discount. Famous 
Publishers: Paladin Press, Desert, Atlan, others. 1 OO's of excit­
ing titles. Regularly updated. Exotic Weaponry, Military, Sur­
vival. Self-Defense, Martial Arts, Explosives, Silencers, Fire­
works, and many, many MORE. If you can buy them elsewhere 
for less - buy them! Catalog $1 - FREE G.I. P-38 Can 
Opener with Catalog. ASURP PUBLICATIONS, (101). Sharon 
Center, OH 44274. (86) 

PYROTECHNICS, Smoke Grenades, Aerial Flares, Trip Flare 
Devices, Racket, Whistle, Report Cartridges, Pen Gun Laun­
chers. Catalog $1 . AZTEC.Suite 341 , 5365 Jimmy Carter 
Blvd., Norcross, GA 30093. 

LOCKSMITHING: General & automotive. UNLIMITED IN­
FORMATION-$2 (unconditionally refundable if unsatisfied) . 
L.A.N.D.l.S., 625 Post St. , #1048F, San Francisco. CA 94109. 
(85) 
NORTHEAST INVESTIGATIONS - Private investigators, 
child custody, missing persons, industrial undercover, bounty 
hunters. Phone (603) 542-6380. (87) 

SS AND GERMAN WWII MILITARIA: Insignia. flags. daggers. 
uniforms, camouflage, books. World's biggest catalog , includ­
ing two large posters, $2 (refundable). KRUPPER. Box 177SF. 
Syracuse, NY 13208. (87) 
U.S. MILITARY INSIGNIA: 1000's of patches stocked, 1940 
through Vietnam. Catalog $1 - Refunded. SAUNDERS. Dept. 
SF, Box 414. Vermillion, OH 44089-0414. (84) 
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Worlds FINEST GUERRILLA Sandals 
They re SECURE ON YOUR FEET 

•TOP SOL ES lleatherl special water res lstanl. 
•BOTTOM SOLES IRubberl non.ma rki ng Brown. 
•BINDING SYSTEM INylonl & SOLES are Brown. 
•LACES (Nylonl 11· Wide. are Brown. Blue or Red. 
LENGTH S: 4 to 1311 Men: 5 to 1111 Women. 

WIOTHS: IHI Nar row lo Med: !WI Wide to Med. 
II a perfect med ium. order !NI 

Wrile usual leflgth & width II known. &/ or 
send traci ng ol 1001 while standing. 

Send: SJB.50 - SI. UPS 
Or for more info & loot 
sizing sheet. wr ile or 
ph one (6191 436·2222 

M/ C or VISA by phone. 
Or phone your favorite 

survival suppli er. 
Dealer Inquiries Invited 
ALP SANDALS 

THE RUNNING SHOE SANOAL 
THAT'S-GUARANTEED RUGGEO-

2500 N. HWY. 101 
ENCINITAS, CA 92024 

World°s larg est Manufacturer ol Athletic & Combal Sandals 

"LAZERSTUN" (DEFENSE WEAPON) - Shoots High­
intensity Rays that Blindl!! (CAUTION - Victims Purport : 
"DISORIENTATION!!! BLACKOUTS!!! FAINTING!!!") Non­
lethal. Handheld. Assembled. "30,000 Lumens·per-second 
temporarily Bleach Eye Retinas!" (Similar to device featured 
on television's C.H.l.P.S.!!!) Send $49.95 each: NATIONAL 
LAZERTEK, Box 2240, Elm Grove, WV 26003. (Unique 
Weapons Catalog, $5) . 

CONTRACT SOLDIERS NEEDED 1505 Officers , 2214 
NCO's, 6500 Team Members, 12-30 month assignments 
(transportation, arms etc. furnished) . Top$. prior service pre- . 
!erred, paid re-training. Preference (immediate contracts) to 
persons with Alpha Corps Commissions. Warrants, NCO or 
Soldier Certifications. Armed Peace Keeping Force. Contact: 
J.R. BROWN, Agent, 421 E. Carson, Suite 95, Las Vegas, NV 
89101 . (84) 

EX-RHODESIAN ARMY SERGEANT requires genuine finan­
cial assistance in the form of a loan. This is so that he can 
complete chiropractic degree. Write: D. Jacobsz, 216 East 6th 
Street, Davenport, IA 52803. 

KEY BLANKS, save money, duplicate your own keys. Assort· 
ment of 25 blanks, $10.95. RICH DICKSON, 526 N. Chapman, 
Shawnee, OK 74801 . (85) 

LOST? NEVER AGAIN! Know secret few will tell. $1 plus large 
SASE to Box 461, Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44222. 

U.S. ISSUE ALICE PACKS. New LC-1 medium pack. with 
straps, $35. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 

Ultra· Hi1th Qua lity Stre~m Prin1 ed Shiro. 
To order send S8.75 plu s Sl.25 P&H to: 

·Mlt ro-Strut turH of Florida 
2072 64th Ave. Sout h, Oepl. 10 
Sl. Pete~burit. Flor ida 3.17 12 

Speci fy S. M. L. XL Fl. Resid. • 5'\i Tu 
F'ore1 1tn orders incl ude $2.00 P&H 

~ ... ... .. ,.. 
" 0 
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ACTION BOOKS FROM PALADIN PRESS I Updated catal<;>g 
listin~ fascinating books on survival, weaponry, knife fighting , 
creative revenge, exotic weapons systems. self-defense, plus 
much more! $1 PALADIN PRESS, Box 1307-KFS, Boulder. 
co 80306. (84) . 

BRITISH MILITARIA. Royal Air Force, Royal Navy, Royal 
Marines, Parachute Regiment, S.A.S., Insignia, Headwear, 
Badges, Uniforms, Medals, Pol ice "Bobby" Helmets, etc. Send 
$2 for catalog. BRITISH COLLECTIBLES LTD. Dept. A, 2113 
Wilshire Blvd .. Santa Monica, CA 90403. (95) 

30 - 40% OFF GERBER, KERSHAW KNIVES, Redfield, 
Leupold, Bushnell Scopes, Muzzleloaders! Send $1 for Illus­
trated Catalog! KNIVES, Dept. SOF. 52 Edmund, Uniontown, 
PA 15401 . 

MAIL DROP. Total security write: Box 940, Claremont, NH 
03743. (89) 

FALLOUT AND BLAST SHELTERS custom designed by 
licensed professionals. Steel blast doors and hatches avail­
able. For brochure and detailed ordering information send $2 
to UNDERGROUND SHELTERS INTERNATIONAL, P.O. Box 
16, Hilo, HI 96721. 

STERIODS. Size, strength, aggressiveness. Where to get 
them, what to pay, what works. UNDERGROUND STERIOD 
HANDBOOK tells all! Send $6 to OEM PUBLISHING, 2801 B 
Ocean Park #25SF, Santa Monica, CA 90405. (85) 

WILD GEESE SELECTION Customized gold-plated emblems 
for adventurers of disti~ction . Brochure $1, Refundable. THE 
WILD GEESE, Postfach 1145. 6460 Gelnhausen, WEST 
GERMANY. (89) 

MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important weapon. 
Research report , with dosage guide, covers compounds that 
improve reaction time. memory and learning ability. Only $5. 
Invest in your survival. POLARIS, Box 50118, Chicago, IL 
60650. 

ELITE FIGHTING FORCES INSIGNIA CAPS. Large Selec­
tion. Send 20 cent stamp for brochure. A&D PRODUCTS CQ., 
Box 286-S104, Belair, MD 21014. 

FEDERALLY LICENSED EXPLOSIVE DEALER KIT in­
cludes: Application Forms (for Explosive License & Permit), 
Instructions, Federal Explosive Laws, Directory of Explosive 
Manufacturers, Wholesalers & Distributors, Explosive Secu­
rity , Explosive License/Permit Numbering system, Explosive 
Dealers Guide to Explosive Requirements, $5.95 ; COM­
MERCE IN EXPLOSIVES: The complete book on dealing in 
Explosives and Firearms Covers: License & Permit, Conduct 
of Business and Operations, Administrative Procedures, Re­
cords and Reports, Unlawful Acts, Penalties, Storage Require­
ments, $5.95. STEVE'S GUNS & SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, 
P.O. Box 780-SOF, Mocksville, NC 27028. (87) 

YES! 
Please put my name on the 

Soldier of Fortune mailing list. 

Address _ _ __________ _ 

City,State,Zip ------------

MARINE T-SHIRT, "Mess With The Best, Die Like The Rest! " 
OD Shirt, $6.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

HEMMINGWAY? We need new books on surveillance/surviv­
al/weapons. We pay in gold. AW, 584 Castro, No. 351 , San 
Francisco, CA 94114. (85) 

INVESTIGATOR'S SKIP-TRACING CHECKLIST. New, ex­
panded version packed with valuable tricks for finding "skips," 
runaways, missing persons, and others in hiding. Track down 
anyone, anywhere. Send $8. COUNTERTECH, Box 57~3 , 
Bethesda, MD 20814_ (88) 

HIGH RISK CONTRACTS. National and international assign­
ments. Group or individual. Phone high-risk services: (603) 
542-2786. (95) 

MERC. Former military-intelligence member. Specializes in 
rescue from cults, street, pimps. WORMS, P.O. Box 228, Hast­
ings, NE 68901. 

ALASKA HOMESTEADING REOPENS. Gov. Sheffeild signs 
homestead bill. Effective 7/1/84. Send $1 and SASE to: ALAS­
KAN RESEARCH, Box 1648S, Petersburg. AK 99833 . 

TOY SOLDIERS. Table top maneuvers or display. Imported 
from Europe. Unbreakable rubberized or hand-painted metal. 
Ancient Greece to Vietnam. 99 cents and up. Complete list: 
U.S. WAR GAMES, U.S. Military Academy, P.O. Box 105, 
West Point, NY 10996. (84) 
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PHOTOGRAPHER/WRITER seeking adventure . BOB 
SMITH, 7878 Big Bend. #C, St. Louis, MO 63119. (314) 986-
7215. (84) 

O.D.JUNGLE FATIGUES, rip-stop cotton 4-pocket jacket, 6-
pocket pants, $52 per suit. A.HA, Box 21606, Denver. CO 
80221 . 

MERCENARY FOR HIRE. All offers considered, will travel, 
short term only. Confidential. Please send information to: Mike, 
P.O. Box 865, Coachella, CA 92236. 

MAN FOR HIRE. Chicagoland area. Short term only. Con­
fidential and discreet. All offers considered. Call after 4 pm. 
(312) 447-5358. 

MANHUNT. Locate missing persons for profit. Big demand. 
Exciting business. Learn how. " Details" . NATIONAL INVESTI· 
GATORS, Douglas Pike , Harrisville, RI 02830. 

FUSEI 3/32" WATERPROOF SAFETY FUSE. 100'/$10; 300'/ 
$25. Instruction Manuals: M-80, Silver Salute, Cherry Bomb, 
Aerial Bomb. $4 each, all four/$1 O. Catalog , $1. GREENMAN, 
Box 9026E, Peoria, IL 61614. (87) 

LICENSED MARITIME SECURITY MAN: Available for long or 
short cruises. Can blend in with crew or guests. Basic seaman· 
ship and navigation skills. SCUBA Certified. Resume upon 
request. B.J.S., P.O. Box 9366, Long Beach , CA 90810. (85) 

CANADIAN ARMY BUSH JACKET, $28, Solar powered AM/ 
FM radio, $40. FREEDOM COMPANY, P.O. Box 41896, Phil­
adelphia, PA 19101-1896. 

a 2nd 
AIRBORNE 
GRENADA 

Fully 
Embroid. 

5 colors o 
Subdued 

595 ppd /1Q95 pp for 
ea. color or subdued 1 color & 1 subdued 

MILITARIA, INC. 
138Kearny Ave. Kearny, N.J. 07032 

.. ______ Dealer Inquiries Invited _____ _ 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? Assassination research materials 
available: Photographs, literature , videocassettes, Zapruder. 
Catalog $2. COLLECTOR'S ARCHIVES, Box 42, Winnipeg. 
Manitoba. R3K 1 Z9 CANADA. (85) 

EMERGENCY LOCKPICKING TECHNOLOGY- Free Cata· 
logue!!! Send a self-addressed, stamped envelope to 
NATIONAL LOCKSMITHING SUPPLY, Box 131, Bridgeport, 
OH 43912. 

TOP RISK ACTION GROUP. Contracts with individuals, orga­
nizations and governments. Recovery, rescue, defense, intru­
sion, training and strategic consulting, internationally. No reds. 
JOE GREEN, P.O. Box31991 , Ralelllh, NC 27622, U.S.A. (86) 

TIGER STRIPE BOONIE HATS, as issued in 'Nam, Military 
quality $12. AH.A. , Box 21606, Denver, Co 80221. 

FIREWORKS - Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a brick, 
rockets $2.20 a gross, M·80s, blockbusters, and giant Class B 
aerial displays. Complete directory of mail order suppliers list· 
ing hundreds of fireworks $3.50. PYROTECHNICS, Box 230A, 
RFD #1, Mystic, CT 06355. (90) 

Then you need this collection of 
valuable information. advice. and 

opinion. you can 
get it by sending 
$5.00 to: 

Larry Loper 
P.O. Box 542 
Sugar Land. 
Texas 77487 

VIETNAM COLLECTOR? VETERAN? Patches, books, DI 
pins, !·shirts, caps. NEW: Grenada, Lebanon Tributes. Catalog 
$1. SATCONG, Box 177 VF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (90) 

HOW TO BEAT A LIE DETECTOR TEST! Secrets Revealed! 
Free Pre·employment Test Included. $3. ACCURATE POLY­
GRAPH, P.O. Box 6856SF, Santa Barbara, CA 93160. (85) 

"GRENADA - An Island Paradise Courtesy of the 75th Ran­
gers" I-shirts M-L-XL $7 plus $1 postage. RECON ONE, P.O. 
Box 6978, Dept. SOF. Statel ine, NV 89449. 

NIGHTVISION SCOPE $125lfl New Magnesiumflouride Optic 
Illuminates Persons at 150' with only starlight, streetlights or 
moonlight available! A.LE. #97. T' length, 211.i' diameter. 
Meets government specifications. Completely assembled . 
Send $125 each: NATIONAL POLICE SUPPLY, Box 131 , 
Bridgeport, OH 43912. (Surveillance Equipment Catalog, $10, 
refundable.) 
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ARMY FIELD RADIOS: Genuine infantry mainstays from 
Korea to 'Nam. CPRC·26 Canadian Man·Pack radio, compact, 
transmits-receives 42·54 MHz, FM, 6 channels, with battery 
box, antenna, crystal headset: $22.50 apiece, $42.50/pair, 
good condition. PRC-51 O backpack radio (Canadian version of 
American PRC· 10), transmits-receives 38-55 MHz continuous 
tuning, with battery box, headset, antenna: $39.50 apiece, 
$77.50/pair, good condition. R-390A. premier communications 
receiver, .5 to 30 MHz, shortwave, amateur, military frequen· 
cies, AM·CW-SSB, meters sealed (Government Removed) : 
$115 fair, not checked ; $175 fair, checked, plus actual shipping 
charges collect. R-108 Vehicular/Field Receiver, 20·28 MHz 
FM: $27.50 mint. ARC·27 Guard Receiver, single channel 
220-250 MHz aircraft receiver : $12 .50 mint. 45·Day­
Replacement-Guarantee. Add $9.50 shipping·handling (ex· 
cept R-390A) . BAYTRONICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591. Sandusky, 
OH 44870. 

HBO DESCRAMBLER PLANS. Complete and easily fol­
lowed. $3. STEVENS PUBLISHING COMPANY, Dept. SF, 
Box 20286, Bowling Green, KY 42102. (84) 

"SEE THAU PEOPLE" ... Discover 50 secret powers to 
defeat deceivers and enjoy love. $1 . NEWLIFE, Box 275-BH, 
Boulder City, NV 89005. (85) 

CONFIDENTIAL REMAIL SERVICES. Unlisted address. 
SASE and $1 brings list of services and lees. MAIL-SAFE. 
Dept. ASF, 504 West 24th Street, Suite 124, Austin, TX 78705. 

GET BIG AND STRONG - FASTI Latest secrets of top 
weightlifters, wrestlers, boxers. ULTIMATE MUSCLE '84 how· 
to book has latest techniques, secrets and dirty tricks. UNCEN­
SORED! Send $10 to OEM PUBLISHING, 2801 B Ocean Park 
#25S, Santa Monica. CA 90405. (85) 

SERVE FEDERAL SUBPOENAS PART TIME. Must be over 
18 and U.S. citizen! Details $2. PROCESS SERVER, Box 
222-F, Quincy, MA 02171 . (88) 

MECHANIC. Short term, high risk contracts. Phone JOE TRl­
VANTI . (603) 542-2786. (95) 

RUSSIAN ARMY BELT BUCKLES. Original Issue Brass 
Buckle, $18. AH.A. , Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 

GENUINE G.I. SURPLUS. Clothing, equipment, packs, boots, 
sleeping bags, survival gear. camping and outdoor wear. 
AMERICAN ARMY & NAVY SURPLUS, 3 North 4th Street, 
Minneapolis, MN 55401 . Send $3 for latest brochure. 

FOR HIRE: Qualified, literate, rational , experienced prates· 
sional with diverse background seeks high-risk, high-paying 
position representing private or corporate concerns. Passport. 
Principals only! CROSSBOW, P.O. Box 15424, Colorado 
Springs. CO 80935. (89) 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE: Amazing educational re­
ports reveal secret techniques. Catalog $1. A.T.l.S., 61 Gatch· 
ell , Buffalo, NY 14212. 

NUCLEAR WAR! BlasVFallout Shelters built tram logs at low 
cost. Originally designed , tested, and proven by major U.S. 
con tractor. Includes plans for homemade fallout meter. Com· 
plete detailed plans, $19.95. KJASECURITY SHELTERS, 912 
West Gunnison #12, Gunnison, CO 81230. 

BODYGUARD TRAINING. Train with l.S.S. in the most inten­
sive two-week training course available. Top experts in their 
lield teach you in Escape & Evasion Driving, Handgun Combat, 
Martial Arts, Demolition, First Aid , Electronics. Observational 
Psychology & more. Food and lodging provided. Send $5 for 
catalog, and class dates to: INTERNATIONAL SECURITY 
SERVICES, P.O. Box 1168, Hattiesburg, MS 39401. 

CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS. OR MAKES CAllS 

MADE OF RUGGED, NON- REFLECTIVE BlACK RUBBER 

$85 
Wnh Sh1pp10g & Ins Paid 

CASH. CHECK. MONEY ORDER 
VISA/MASTERCARD ' 

ALSO AVAllABl.E 
'Send rnrd number and expiratir>n dat'-' 

• Ba"ety pou..oered Field Phones • Sound poi,.vered Fiek:l 1-'hone-: 
• Telephones and 8ooks on TelephOr'\eS 

CATALOG: $1.00 (U.S.) 
Vt et -Ame rte an-

109 Fire Lane, N. Cape May, NJ 08204 

BE A GUN DEALER. Official Federal Firearms License Kit , 
includes : Instructions. Official Application Forms (for the NEW 
THREE YEAR FFL), BATF"800's" & ADDRESSES, Directory 
of Wholesalers : Firearms, Ammo & Accessories; Manulactur­
ers List, Gun Dealers Guide to Federal Gun Requirements. 
The most complete Federal Firearms License Kit available 
anywhere, $4.95. GUN DEALERS BIBLE, the complete book 
on operating a gun store and dealing in guns and ammo. It 
covers over 60 subjects including: Adminstrative Procedures. 
Licensing of Dealers, Conduct of Business, Recordkeeping, 
Filling required Forms, Gun Show Sales, Importation , Exporta· 
lion, Mail Order Sales, Out of State Sales and much more 
$4.95. CLASS Ill LICENSE KIT: Needed to deal in National 
Firearms Act Weapons (Machineguns, etc.) FFL REQUIRED 
FOR CLASS Ill , $2.95. GUN DEALERS RECORD BOOKS: 
Each book contains 1200 entries, heavy duty construction and 
are BOUND to meet all Federal requirements: FIREARMS 
TRANSACTION , AMMO TRANSACTION, $7 .95 each. 
STEVE'S GUNS & SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT, P.O. Box 780-
SOF, Mocksville, NC 27028. (87) 

TIGER STRIPE CAMOUFLAGE Bandannas/Handkerchiefs, 
$2.75 each; 3 for $6.50. A.HA , Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. 

MONEY ... JOBS • .. DEGREES! Faster career advance­
ment. Independent business plans. Newest opportunities. 
Free book catalog. EDEN PRESS, Box 8410-SJ. Fountain 
Valley, CA 92728. (86) 

MAIL SECURITY - Keep your location secret. Forwarding 
Receiving both mail and packages. Details $2 (refundable) 
Box 70, Burns, TN 37029. (86) 

KITCHEN IMPROVISED PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES. The finest 
book available on the subject of improvised plastique explo· 
sives. Some of the subjects covered: C-4 from campstove fuel, 
Aspirin plastique, Bleach plastique, Antifreeze plastique, plus 
many many others. $8.50 PPD. INFORMATION PUBLISHING 
CO., P.O. Box 10042, Odessa, TX 79767·0042. (87) 

Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons. 
Badges. Fine Display Cases. Miniature Medals. 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed ! 

C.:J 0 FREE CATALOG! 0 tii~t . ............................................ . 
Write 1>1> MEDA LS. 222 s N o rth D ickerson 

Toda ! School Road Carlisle. PA 170 13 

COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY, DECEPTION, Tactics, Un­
breakable Codes. New 40·page How·To-Manual. Detailed, 
Easy. $11. EUSTIS PRESS, Suite 15, 751 Dunlap Circle, 
Wintersprings, FL 32708. (86) ' 

HUGHES 500 Fixer High Time, 369 schools, OH6/DMOD, 
Armor. Most F.W. Super Cub thru DC-3. FlaVround engines. 
airframe, paint, Y TODO. Salvage, rescue, cameras, guns. 
pilot, age 37. God Bless America. ROTATION, P.O. Box 6781 , 
Laredo, TX 78042. (85) 

HUNTER, HIGH RISK CONTRACTS. Phone Nate Black­
stone, (603) 542-2786. (95) 

FOR HIRE: Mere, bounty hunter. All jobs considered. Discreet 
and confidential. Contact RYAN , P.O. Box 8, Buffalo, NY 
14212. (84) 

COURIER: International short/long term, high risk. Must pro· 
vide 20% in advance, plus travel and accommodation ex­
penses. All offers considered. Jeffrey Doodnath , 10 H. Bird 
Avenue, Dun. Viii. , San Fido, TRINIDAD, W.1. (84) 

UNITED MILITIA INTERNATIONAL: Honorary Military Com· 
missions now available. Information and applications. Send $3 
(U.S.) . COL D. GEORGE, Box 1224, Albany, OR 97321. (89) 

SILENT FIREPOWER. Most complete crossbow catalog avail· 
able, $1 . Martial arts, special weapons and survival aids. M&M 
ENTERPRISES, Box 445, Dept. SOF, Island Lake, IL 60042. 
(86) 

SILENCERS. Complete instructions to build your own from 
materials available at most hardware stores, $3. WORLD 
PUBLISHING, P.O. Box 64252, Fayetteville, NC 28306. 

REVOLUTIONARY FOOD SUPPLEMENT. 3 to 5 year shelf 
life. 30-day supply, $14.95 ; 60-day supply, $24.95. Send to 
BLTS, 19528 Ventura Blvd ., Suite 234, Tarzana. CA 91356. 

BIAFRA SHOULDER PATCHES of Nigerian Civil War Era, 
1969, $5.25 each . Check payable to THOMAS SMITH, 385 
Williamsburg Way, Fayetteville, GA 30214. 

INTERNATIONAL TRAVELER accepting assignments of a 
difficult, complex. and confidential nature. HOWARD SHEP­
PARD. P.O. Box 212, Goldfield, NV 89013. 

ADVANCED, DISGUISED, IMPROVISED Weaponry lnforma· 
tion. Shoc~ing quality, send S.A.S.E. for catalog. IMPRO· 
VISED SPECIAL TIES, 75·5757 Kalawa St. # 3, Kailua-Kona, 
HI 96740. 

SURVIVAL KIT. Items professionals carry. Tips, checklist , $3 
plus large SASE. Box 461 , Cuyahoga Falls, OH 44222. 

SURVIVAL DRUGS: Pain killers from nature, a necessity for 
serious survivalists. Send $2.50 to: INFO, P.O. Box 6651 , 
Mclean, VA 22102. 

ELECTRONICS SELF DEFENSE weapons, lasers, shockers, 
ultrasonic, easily constructed. Send stamps tor details. MAT· 
CO ELECTRONICS, Box 316SF, Cadillac. Ml 49601 . 

M-80 SALUTES, FIREWORKS, ROCKETS! Fresh from fac­
tory or make your own. We supply everything! Formulas, 
chemicals , fuse. smoke dyes, casings, tools, kits , MORE! 
Catalog $1. NOR STARR, Box 5585 Pocatello, ID 83202. (95) 
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T-Shirts $7.50 ea. 

fl HEY RUSSIA, 4 Color Print on Black & lllue 
12 SPEC. FORCES, 2 Color Print on 00 
13 OLD GLORY , 2 Color Print on Red Ringer 

*For Brochure of other designs send $1.00 
Meil lo: 
OEC, INC., 184 Main S t. , Nashua, NH 03060 

ORDER FORM 

Description Size Price Total 
--

Name ------------­
Address ----------­
City 
State ___ _ Zip 

D·DAY 40TH ANNIVERSARY COMMEMORATION. Color 
lithograph of Normandy Invasion. 22" x 20··. Excellent for fram­
ing. Send $14.95 to: D-DAY POSTERS, 6910 Los Verdes 
Drive. # 3, Rancho Palos Verdes, CA 90274. 

M33 BASEBALL HANDGAENADES, latest issue (replica) 
with moving parts, $8; Mk2 Pineapple grenades (replica). 
$7.50. One of each, $15. A.H.A .. Box 21606. Denver, CO 
80221. 

WANTED: TIGER STRIPE CAMOUFLAGE jackets (shirts) , 
trousers in U.S.-XL, U.S.-L. U.S.-M, marked sizes. in new 
condition; original VN issue only. Please state price in letter to: 
R.J. DRENZEK, 593 Park Street, Bridgeport. CT 06608. (85) 

EX-MARINE VIET VET. Seek unusual employment. Inside 
U.S. must be legal. BOB. P.O. Box 1263, Downey. CA 90240. 
(86) 

FOREIGN READERS. Attention! Wanted by collector: 
machine gun belts, parts, accessories, tripods and manuals -
any vintage; assault rifle magazines, etc. Foreign pilot and 
para wings and elite insignia. No trades. Price and condition 
1st letter. PETER KOKALIS. 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix, 
AZ 85018. (TO) 

PROTECTOR PEN: When closed appears to be an ordinary 
pen. Open to reveal nickel-plated dagger. Order now and 
recieve free penknife. Send just$15. SYBRITE. INC .• P.O. Box 
1849, New Brunswick, NJ 08903. (85) 

FOR HIRE: Six year U.S.A.F. - S.E. Asia Vet. Sharp. know­
ledgeable professional with diverse background. Personal 
agent, investigation. missing persons, courier, bodyguard, 
bounty, photo, surveillance. etc. Individual or two-man team. 
All projects considered with utmost discretion and confidential­
ity. DDS, P.O. Box 50787, Palo Alto. CA 94303. (84) 

WE'VE MOVED - SULLIVAN SURPLUS, 270 E. State 
Street, Athens. OH 45701 . (614) 592-2264. International Mili­
taria. Full line of military rations. (84) 

ORIGINAL CJ.A. Black Book of Improvised Weapons. 2 giant 
volumes reduced to pocket size. $11 .95 ppd. GROUND 
ZERO. P.O. Box 335, Croton. OH 43013. (84) 
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NIGHT VISION EQUIPMENT. "Starlight" and infrared types. 
Kits from $100. Free catalog. MEREDITH INSTRUMENTS, 
6517 W. Eva, Glendale. AZ 85302. (85) 
COVOPS, PSYOPS, ITE. Federal contractor only. Send re­
quirements to: INTEREX, P.O. Box 39886, Denver, CO 80239. 
(86) 

COBRA ENTERPRISES. "We Do It All & We Do It Better" . 
U.S.M.C. Vet team, pilot available. P.O. Box 384, Winter 
Haven, FL 33880. (84) 

SMOKE-SMOKE-SMOKE-Smoke-Smoke Products. Gre­
nades, pots, bombs at unusually low prices. Buy from the 
source and save. Send self-addressed stamped envelope for 
specifications. price list and o rder form. SOUTHWEST 
SMOKE DISTRIBUTORS, Box 5414, Phoenix, AZ 85010. (86) 

INSIDE WAISTBAND WALLET. Soft leather, strong zipper, 
steel clip. passport size, pickpocket proof and hidden. Send 
money order $12.50 to: P.O. Box 60286. Point Loma, CA 
92106. (84) 

INDIVIDUAL SURVIVAL GUIDE. Survival weapons, traps. 
snares. direction finding. water still. Send $3 to: SURVIVAL 
POWERS UNLIMITED. Box 957, Westchester, OH 45069. 

DOCTOR, AVAILABLE for "special activities" on short-term 
basis; nothing illegal in the U.S. P.O. Box 23553, Jacksonville. 
FL 32241-3535. (87) 

EXOTIC ELECTRONIC DEVICES Lasers, Security and Sur­
veillance. Plans. kits and parts. Catalog $2. F & P ENTER­
PRISES. P.O. Box 51272. Palo Alto, CA 94303-C. (85) 

FOR HIRE: Two Dutch shock1roopers for military job. P.O. Box 
9158, 3506 GD UTRECHT. Netherlands. (85) 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION BADGES and Equipment. Illus­
trated list. $2 cash. Also list of British SAS. and Para Regt 
insignia plus equipment. badges, knives, cammo suits, 
smocks. etc. Much More! List $1 . Dealer inquiries welcome. M. 
MILES, Holbeach Hurn, Holbeach, South Lines, ENGLAND 
PE12 BJE. Phone Holbeach 24708. (86) 

4 lO 6 WEEK oarvmY 

Thick, 
High-Grade 
leather 

From: 
CATTLE BARON· LEATHER CO. 

• SOUP Lf.AillER CORE - The ORIGlfUl As 
Used in EXPEDmONS Around lhe Wond 

• All HAHD-PlAJTED. TlilCK, Genuine 

NO HASSl.ES • NO DEUYS TAOOET USE TM 

Add fM Shipping & Ins. In U.S.A. PlllCES: lllillw_ 10 R. lenglh $99.95 

- Foreign Add 2.0o/a - ~=~:: 
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8Y 
MASHRWHIPMAMERS. 
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• WHIP-HANOUHG lns1ruc1ions Included. 
The HIGHEST OUA1.ITY, TOUGHEST BUllWHIPS 

Available - Perfectly BALANCED For ACCURACY. 

CREDIT CARD PHONE ORDERS Call (512) 697-8900 
Send VISA(;A TTLE BARON LEATHER CO. 
MC. Chee' P .O. BOX 10-0724 Dept. SOF10 

Iii 0
' M.O. fa . SAN ANTJ)NIO,_TEXAS_I B20 

SOUTH VIETNAMESE, VC, NVA, Marxist Hammer/Sickle 
Battle Banners! Rare, dramatic wall displays. $15 each. Any 
two $25. Any three $40. All four $50. Postpaid. MARTIAL 
SALES, Box 71395. New Orleans, LA 70172. (86) 

ST. CHRISTOPHER, Patron of Parachutists, protect us al­
ways. 411.!" patch, red. white and black, $8. THE FIFTH AP­
PLE, LTD .. P.O. Box 311 , Des Moines, IA 50302. 

SPECIAL FORCES INSIGNIA; Original S.A.S. beret badge 
with manufacturer's issue number attached, $17.95. Officer's 
S.A.S. beret badge in bullion wire, $15.95. Selous Scouts beret 
badge 100% original with maker's name on reverse. $12.95. 
Selous Scouts wings numbered, $50; unnumbered. $30. 
Rhodesian S.A.S. padded wings. $1 4.95. Rhodesian Army 
padded wings, $10.95. S.A.S. Sergeants slip-on epaulettes, 
$18.95 pair. Foreign Legion Parachutist beret badge, $6.95. 
Officer's beret badge bullion, $12.95. Foreign Legion OR's 
epaulettes, $15.95 pair; N.C.O.'s, $19.95 pair. Arm Diamonds 
OR's, $3.95; N.C.O.'s, $4.95. Foreign Legion enamelled 
breast badges. 1 O different current regiments, $14.95 each. 
Cambodia, Laos. Chad. or Zaire Parachute wings. $14.95 
each. Ivory Coast Parachute wing. $15.95. Send $2 for illus­
trated catalog, trade supplied. ANDREW BUTLER INSIGNIA, 
10 Chatham Street, Ramsgate. Kent, ENGLAND. · 

AIM YOUR PISTOL in total darkness. The Nighttighter Sights 
Conversion Kit is the first practical answer to accurate night­
time shooting. No gunsmithing required. New low price: $8.95 
per kit. FL YING H ENTERPRISES. Dept. SF. P.O. Box 545, 
Lavergne. TN 37086. 

FOR HIRE: Viet Vet. Professional Investigator. Single Engine 
Fixed Wing Pilot. Will travel if job acceptable. BILL HORNE, 
P.O. Box 13607. St. Petersburg, FL 33733. (813) 327-3437. 
Have partners if needed. 

BUSHPILOT WINGS 
SS.95 RHODIL'.\I 

CAT.\!.()( ; \\Ti"ll l'L-RCllA SE 
P.O. Box 20.178 • Dall:ts, TX 7::i220 

WOODLAND BDU'S (ISSUE) only $40 per set plus $2.50 
postage. Ranger Handbook $5; Woodland Ranger Boonie 
Hats. $11 ; add $1 postage. RECON ONE, P.O. Box 6978, 
Dept. SOF, Stateline, NV 89449. 

CONFEDERATE BATTLE FLAGS 3'x5' $12. Swastika or 
General S.S. Flags 2'x3', $24.50. Jolly Roger 2'x3', 41$18. 
TANDY CAUDILL, Dept. M, 2896 Tropicana Blvd., Naples, FL 
33999. 

MERCHANT MARINES. Seafaring adventure and employ­
ment. Maritime adventurer gives sources unknown to you. 27 
page directory to fulfillment, just $10. CARDINAL INTERNA­
TIONAL. Box 67, Centerville, VA 22020. (86) 

UNARMED COMBAT. New method of PRACTICAL self· 
defense. Survive REAL combat. Defend yourself with your 
bare hands! Fully illustrated book. $10.95 postpaid. LIBRA 
ENTERPRISES, 486(S) Molimo, San Francisco. CA 94127. 

BLASTING WITH CAP AND FUSE. Must reading for every 
survivor's library. Only $5.98. JOHNSON, P.O. Box 558, Ber­
nie, MO 63822. (87) 

ARMY CERTIFICATES, SF, Ranger, Intelligence, 60different. 
$2 MO and large SASE for illustrated list. KEAST, Box 302, 
Springville, IA 52336. 

WANTED * WANTED * WANTED 

~l~!~~M~m~!~e~~n~ 
Jonathan Arthur Clener 

Cl ... II Manufactur er (305) 268-1921 
RD 2 •Box 66Y6 • 6850 Riveredge Drive• Titusville. Florida 32780 

MILITARY SURPLUS. Chemical/biological warfare equip­
ment, military equipment and clothing. Self-addressed 
stamped envelope for catalog. JR SALES, Box 4253F, Lan­
caster, CA 93539-4253. 

GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS If Iron Cross First Class with 
pin back! Only $12.95. Catalog of pre-1945 relics. $5 (refund­
able). REICHSRELICS. Box 54-DN. Braham. MN 55006. (87) 

MARKED CARDS - Best in the Country! Impossible to de­
tect! Fully Guaranteed! First Class, postpaid delivery!! $1 O per 
deck (3 for $25; $80 per dozen). AON COLLIER, Box 14190, 
Philadelphia, PA 191 38. (88) 

INVISIBLE PAfNFfELD GENERATOR - Secretly produces 
ultrasonic soundwaves that alter human behavior!!! Assem­
bled. Handheld. Nonlethal. Send $49.95 each: EMPORIUM, 
Box 6396, Wheeling, WV 26003. (Amazing Catalog, $5.) 

" NUKE THE BASTARDS" . Bumper sticker, $2. T-shirt, $7.95. 
License plate, $9.95. P.W .• Dept. SF, 237 W. Houghton Lake 
Drive, Prudenville. Ml 48651. 

WIRETAPPING/BUGGING techniques explained in clear, 
easily understood language. Learn the technical "secrets" you 
may have been wondering about as revealed in the authorita­
tive National Wiretap Commission Report· just $25. Order now 
and we'll include FREE an additional jampacked report on 
surveillance devices and countermeasures. COUNTERTECH, 
Box 5723, Bethesda, MD 20814. (85) 

BODYGUARD. Personal Escort. Phone Blake Edwards, (603) 
542-2786. (95) 

MERC FOR HIRE. Will travel. Military experience. also Air· 
borne. Security, courier, other offers considered. Retainer plus 
expenses. Passport available. J. BARON, P.O. Box 2521 , 
Philadelphia, PA 19147. (84) 

SWITCHBLADE KNIFE BOOK. Latest edition, over 80 
photos, where to buy. prof. printed: $8 ppd. TANZ, P.O. Box 
14221. Pittsburgh, PA 15239. (85) 

LATEST MODEL 6 SHOT 

ITALIAN AUTOMATIC TEAR GAS GUN 

~LY$700 
POST PAID 

Fire s 2 2 cal. tea r 
gas or blank ammo . 
So lid me tal. 6 sho t c lip ~ 
fed. Rapid firinq . With in­
s tructio ns & free cleaning rod. • F'or s elf-pro tec tio n , th eatre , do g 
~~~;~~·z~~~~e Py \gggkasq~~~t~e. r-o sh1pmeot to 

New Yoik or 

WESTBURY SALES CO. C•"'~"'· 
P.O.BOX 434, Dept TA·Hl·SF, Westbury, New Yori< 11590 

ATTENTION, CAMMIE WEARERS! We now have the 0.D. 
version of the American & Confederate Flag shoulder patch. 
This top quality, 3" x 4" patch is ideal for camouflage applica­
tions. Wear your flag without compromising your concealment. 
Send $3.75 (U.S.) or$4.50 (Foreign), check or money order to: 
OUTPOST AMERICA. Dept. 9, P.O. Box 50251, Cicero, IL 
60650-0251. 

CERTIFICATE REPLACEMENT. Special Forces, Ranger, 
Vietnam Service. Canadian. Israeli, Rhodesian and other mili­
tary award documents. Send SASE for illustrated list. EWING, 
Box 993. Montpelier. VT 05602. 

NOUVELLE CUISINE '" SURVIVAL FOOD. Delicious Camp 
Food. Prepare in field. Not canned or dried. No water, refrigera­
tion or cooking required. 5-year shelf life. For two sample 
meals send $7 to: NUTAl-SCIENCE CENTER, 6229 Hwy. 6 
South, Houston. TX 77083. Distributorships Available. 

BRITISH COMMANDO SWEATERS, 100% wool. New 
genuine current issue with epaulettes, $44.95. Can be sup­
plied with S.A.S. Parachute Regiment or R.M. Commando 
insignia at extra $1 o. Send $2 for illustrated catalog. ANDREW 
BUTLER INSIGNIA. 10 Chatham Street, Aamsgate. Kent, 
ENGLAND. 
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SMOKE GENERA TING DEVICES. Largest and most compre­
hensive collection of candles, bombs, pots, grenades. Excel­
lent for smoke screens, dispersing crowds, signaling, fire drills, 
etc. Large generating capacities and extremely dense smoke. 
All fresh and fully guaranteed. Also flare guns, military knives: 
tear gas aerosols. shock staffs. and much more. Send $2 
(refundable with order) for catalog. SIG NUS, Box 33712-Wl . 
Phoenix, AZ. 85067. 
ANSWERING SERVICE. Total security, $20 month. (603) 
542-2786. (93) 

SURVIVAL PAIN KILLERS, grenade launchers. TNT. detona­
tors, smoke, nitroglycerine, gas. and more! Catalog $1 . NW, 
Box 962(F), Orlando, FL 32802. (86) 
FREE KUNG-FU LESSONS. Guaranteed satisfaction, send 
$1 for postage. McLISA, P.O. Box 1755, Dept. SF84-J , Hon­
olulu, HI 96806. 
MILITARY MEDALS AND INSIGNIA of South Africa and 
Rhodesia bought, sold, traded. $5.20 subscription refundable 
first purchase. KAPLANS, Box 132, Germiston, SOUTH AFRI­
CA. (87) 

WHOLESALE CATALOGUE of Military Surplus sent lree. 
INTERNATIONAL SURPLUS CENTER, 1501 Sieveright 
Road, Gloucester, Ontario, CANADA, K1T 1M5. (84) 
WWII MILITARIA, records, flags, knives. Send SASE for list: 
HAMMER, Box 33149-SF, Indianapolis, IN 46203. (84) 
KNIVES, MARTIAL ARTS SUPPLIES, BLOWGUNS. Largest 
selection anywhere. New illustrated catalog $1. SPECIAL 
CUTLERY, 1104 Lee Street, Dept SOF, Des Plaines, IL 6001 6. 
(86) 
BE A BLACK BELT: Valid promotion based upon life experi­
ence. Standard Certificate $9.95, Deluxe $24.95, wallet ID 
card $4.95. LIFE EXPERIENCE SYSTEMS, P.O. Box 68231, 
Dept. S, Oak Grove, OR 97268. Certificates signed by ranking 
Black Belt. (84) 

IMPROVED TRIGGER PULL 
The most importont improvement you will 
ever make to your semi-automotic rifle . 

SASE for prices ond specifications. 

WILLIAMS TRIGGER SPECIALTIES, INC. 
RR #1 Box 26C 

White Heath, IL 61884 
Phone: 217-762-7377 

EX-MARINE~7-69 'Nam Vets, Ex-DI, weapons specialist­
.jungle warfare, pilot, M.E. , high risk assignments, U.S. or 
overseas. (404) 991-2684. (86) 
KNOW YOUR ENEMY! First rule of survival. Electronic de­
vices. Details $1 /refundable. HUNTER, Box 3132, Winston­
Salem, NC 27102. (87) 
SPECIAL FORCES HEADDRESS. S.A.S., Royal Marine 
Commando, Parachute Re~iment or Special Boat Service. 
berets all complete with insignia and genuine current issue, 
$22.95. Foreign Legion Parchutists green beret, $20.95 . 
French Marine Parchutists red beret, $20.95. Foreign Legion 
Cavalry or Infantry berets, $20.95. 100% original Algerian/ 
Early Vietnam Issue Foreign Legion Parachutists sand ­
colored berets complete with old insignia $24.95. Legionnaires 
Kepi, white,$34.95. Adjutant (Sous-Lieutenant) with gold pip­
ing, $62.95. All headdresses includes insignia and are 100% 
genuine. Send $2 lor illustrated catalogue. Trade supplied. 
ANDREW BUTLER INSIGNIA, 10 Chatham Street, Rams­
gate, Kent, ENGLAND . . 

SPECIAL FORCES VIDEO TAPES. Operational Techniques 
FM31-20. FIVE SEPERATE TAPES. Tape I: Intelligence & 
Psychological Operations; 2: Infiltration & Planning ; 3: Air Op­
erations-Communications ; 4: Water Operations-Communica­
tions; 5: Demolition-Engineering-Medical Aspects of SF Op­
erations. VHS ONLY, $29.95 each plus $2.95 shipping & hand­
ling. SELF RELIANCE GROUP, 316 California Avenue, Suite 
206, Reno, NV 89509. (90) 

FANTASTIC SPACE-AGE 
ELECTRONICS 

LASER WEAPONS, INVISIBLE 
PAIN-FIELD GENERATORS, MORE ... 

Survlval wrltar dlscavers ••• secret 
sources for laser pistols, listening devices, 
ultrasonic pain field generators , paralyzing 
self-defense protectors, true I. R. see-in-the­
dark viewers, absolute security systems, bug 
de t ectors , vo ice scramblers , micro-trans­
mitters, electronic tracking devices , ultra­
sophisticated detection and survei llance equip­
ment, police broadcast unscramblsrs, many 
more too " hot " to print. Send $1 .00 for giant 
catalogue (get $2.00 credit) To: 
UNIVERSAL ELECTRONICS, Dept. F-10 
15015 Ventura Blvd ., Ste #1653 , Sherman Oaks, 
CA 91403 

THERE'S NO " COMMON-COLD" CURE, but "PROPOLIS" 
comes amazingly CLOSE!!! Nature's "MIRACULOUS", Natur­
al/Nontoxic/Nondrug, Antibiotic/Germicide. Internal/Exter­
nal-Safe, people/pets/animals. For: Flu's, viruses, acne, shing­
les, ulcers, urinary/digestive/skin/gum infections, and morel! 
So complex , it " BAFFLES" science! Request FREE 
brochures . SELECTLINE, (established 1977) , Box 
391(SOFA), P.C., Hawaii, 96782-0391 . 
M1B1 BALLOON BAZOOKA $25 and M1B2 BALLOON 
MORTAR $30 fires water and paint balloons and snowballs 
with extreme accuracy and velocity. ETERNAL ENTER­
PRISES, 4037 Courtney Street, Bakersfield, CA 93308. 
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GIANT CATALOG 
LATEST ISSUE 

Books on: Survival , First Aid , Self-defense, 
Full auto., Silencers, Firearms, Revenge, Im­
provised Weaponry , Espionage, Pyrotech­
nics, Police Science, Lock Smithing, Guerilla 
Warfare, Sabotage, Demolitions and much 
more. 

" Tomorrow's survivors will be 
those who prepared today." 

* Quantity Discounts * 
For a rush catalog, send $1 .00 to: 

JAMES and COMPANY 
PUBLICATIONS 

Dept. 301 - P.O. Box 6674, 
SHAWNEE MISSION, KANSAS 66206 

PORTRAITS PAINTED FROM PHOTOGRAPHS. Oil painted 
portraits from photographs. Excellent quality, affordable price. 
Free Information. INDEPENDENT STUDIO, Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 1213, McKeesport, PA 15132. 
FIREWORKS. Firecrackers, Rockets, Roman Candles, much 
more! Low prices. Highest quality. Shipped year-round to all 
states. Illustrated catalog , $1 . EAGLE FIREWORKS, Dept. 
3-J, Box 800, Clackamas, OR 97015. 
NEW - JUST ARRIVED! Hunting, fishing, specialty knives. 
Decorative swords. Quality guaranteed. Catalog 25 cents. 
SCHAEFER ENTERPRISES, DEPT. G, Battis Road , Merri­
mac, MA 01860. 
MONEY, BECOME GUN DEALER! GUN DEALER IN­
STRUCTION COURSE, 23 Chapters, PLUS all items adver­
tised in related ads $14.95. FREE Discount Catalog. RED­
DICK, 1821-H Bacon, San Diego, CA 92107. 
CUSTOM KNIVES. All type knives, swords, historic and sur­
vival weapons. Unbeatable prices. Color Catalogs $2. DE IN­
TINIS, 107 Summit Avenue, S.I. , NY 10306. 
SAVANT FOR HIRE: Professional investigator, body guard, 
armed escort, bondsman, and bounty-hunter. Also have know­
ledge of military and counter-terrorism. Am an expert of 
weapons and demo. Prefer Central America. SAVANT, P.O. 
Box 348, Athens, GA 30601 . (95) 
GERMAN WWII MILITARIA, Flags, Knives. Send SASE for 
list : HAMMER, Box 33149-SF, Indianapolis, IN 46203. (86) 
GRENADA! WHERE YOU THERE? 4" diameter, four-color 
decal showing island and key locations. "Operation Urgent 
Fury" in 112" letters, send $3 ppd.; two for $5. Also NEW 
"Multi-national Peacekeeping Force-Beirut" decal , 4" diamen­
ter, full color $3 ppd.; two for $5. We have Recon SEALS, SF, 
Navy-MC Aircrew, USMC-Sniper, more. Send 20-cent stamp 
for price list to: ELITE FORCES SUPPLY COMPANY, 22 
Orchard Street, Newton. NJ 07860. 
"LOST TRACK OF MILITARY FRIENDS?" Send $2.50 for 
information on finding your old military buddies. MULLICAN 
ENTERPRISES, 4753 Drayton Green, Arbutus, MD 21227. 

ID ____ _ 

IN FULL COLOR - SEALEO IN PLASTIC 
Good Jn All States and Provinces 
-FREE BIRTH CEflTIFICATE-
F11I Ser1lce • Moneyback Guaranlee 

SEND $6.00, Name, Address, Sex, 
Height, Weight, Color Hair. Eyes, 

Birthdate & Small Photo. 

CARDINAL PUBLISHING. DEPT. 362 
2071 Emerson, Bo1t 5200 • Jacksonvllla, FL 32207 

.......... PHOTO ID 

101ST AIRBORNE VIETNAM Certificate of Service, Bien 
Hoa/Phu Bai. Shows Eagle, Helicopter and 101 st Patch. 9" x 
12" origin unknown. Real collector's item. $7, no personal 
checks. D. EWING, Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. 
GERMAN WWII. Highest Quality. Reproduction camouflage 
fabric, clothing, four different patterns. Illustrated 8-page list 
and samples, send nine 20- cent stamps. OTOOLE, P.O. Box 
12670, Seattle, WA 98111 . (86) 
RELIVE WWII HISTORY. Original radio newscasts on casset­
te. Normandy Invasion, Pearl Harbor Attack, WWII Declara­
tion . $4.98 each. CENTURY, Box 9521 , Alexandria, VA 22304. 
VIETNAM ERA VET, 71-74 SF. Seeks contract work. Serious 
inquiry only, please. TOORI , P.O. Box 26425, Tucson, AZ. 
85726. 
CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS. Enameled Pins, your 
design, low minimum, excellent quality, low prices, free book­
let. A.T. PATCH COMPANY, Dept. 133, Littleton, NH 03561 . 
(603) 444-3423. (87) 
COMBAT AND SURVIVAL CUTLERY. A full line of butterfly 
knives, boot knives, and fighters, all priced to save you up to 
30%. Highest quality brand names from the world over. Send 
$1 U.S. (refundable with first order) for illustrated, detailed 
price list to : THE SURVIVOR'S EDGE, P.O. Box 16050, Shaw­
nee, KS 66203. 
FREE VIETNAM CATALOG! Combat tapes, I-shirts, flags, 
much more. Just enclose a 20-cent stamp (return postage) to : 
BIEN HOA PRODUCTIONS, Dept. 'D', Box 56, Fayetteville, 
AR 72702. 
MX·MILITARY, SURVIVAL MONTHLY. International. Count­
less ads, articles, photos. $10/year, $17.5012 years U.S.and 
Canada. $24/year Foreign. MX, P.O. Box 3SF, Torrington, CT 
06790. Sample: $1 . (85) 
ST. CHRISTOPHER, Patron of Paratroopers, protect us al­
ways. 4 W' patch , para colors of maroon and It. blue. $8. THE 
FIFTH APPLE, P.O. Box 311 , Des Moines, IA 50302. 
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SIGN ON WITH THE PROFESSIONALS! 
You 're a man of action . So make SOLDIER OF FORTUNE your source of exclusive 
information on the world's hotspots and the latest news on mercenaries , weapons , 
self-defense , clandestine operations and survival in a changing world. You can 't afford 
not to know. 

City _____________________ State __ Zip code _ _ _ 

Signature-----------------------------

D Biii M• (U.S.A. Only) D Payment enclosed (U.S. Funds only please) 
Please charge my 0 VISA 0 Master Charge 

Exp. Date Account No.-------------
USA, Canada, Mexico 1 Year (12 Issues) 2 Years (24 Issues) 

2nd Class (Brown Wrapper) D $26 (Save $7) D $ 52 (Save 814) 
I st Class (Sealed Envelope) D $ 50 D $ I 00 

Overseas 
Surface 
Air 

D $33 
D $70 

Please makP check or money order payable 10: 

D $ 66 
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