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EDITOR’S NOTE

IF you read Soldier of Fortune Magazine, you probably
know that Jake Jatras, U.S. Regional Director of IPSC,
and I are running for a seat on the National Rifle Association
Board of Directors. But you probably wonder why, and with
which faction.

Most of you know about the pitched battle of the last
several years between the “Old Guard of the NRA” and the
“Federation for the NRA.” We have never before witnessed
such a can of worms. The policies, activities and personali-
ties of both sides leave something to be desired. But there is
not space in this column to discuss adequately this interne-
cine conflict.

You do not need to be told how important Second Amend-
ment rights are to me. First, my business is based on the
right to bear arms. Second, my politics are shaped by the
idea that a man who governs himself has to be ready to
protect himself: Nobody is going to take care of him. Third,
the life I want to live, the nation I want to live in, and my
pursuit of liberty would be compromised by any comprom-
ise of our Second Amendment rights.

The NRA is the biggest, broadest based and most effective
gun-law lobbying organization in America, although there
are smaller groups more closely aligned with my stand on
American gun law.

Our main quarrel with the NRA is with their seeming
desire to avoid “unpopular” issues like handguns and con-
cealed weapons. The average homeowner who wants a hand-
gun for self-defense, the businessman who keeps shop in a
high-crime area, and the military arms collector are not
adequately represented by the NRA.

We know the vast majority of NRA members who join the
NRA do so because they see the NRA — through the Institute
for Legislative Action — as their only bulwark against the
invasion of their rights by oppressive anti-gun legislation.
We will do our best to ensure that the NRA intensifies its
effort to protect theserights . . . and thatincludes handguns!

We want to go to Washington for you, so we all can de-
mand the right we have already been granted. Jefferson,
Paine and the like didn’t have hunting and target shooting in
mind when they advocated that every private citizen should
be armed.

It is my political philosophy — which emanates from the
work of 18th-century English and French theorists — that it
is the right of the people to overthrow an oppressive, tyran-
nical government. You cannot do that without arms. Indeed,
the only substantial difference between the plights of the
Poles and the Afghans is that Afghan civilians are armed and
the Poles are not.

We want to represent what the average gunowner wants
out of the NRA. The only plank in our platform is pursuit of
the right to bear arms. It is our only reason for running, and it
is our only claim on your vote. — Robert K. Brown
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