
Korea-"The 
front lines of 
freedom." ____ ----..1 President Ronald Reagan 

For the first time in world I:tistory, Americans drew 
the line against Communism. The place was Korea. 
The names of the battlefields are immortal ... the 

Pusan Perimeter .. . Inchon ... the Chosin Reservoir. Here we 
came to the aid of freedom. 33,629 Americans gave their 
lives; 103,284 were wounded and 7,140 were captured. 

Today, 40,000 American troops still patrol the DMZ 
- President Reagan calls it: "The front lines of freedom." 

The Korean War Commemorative Thompson is the 
first commemorative tribute ever issued to honor the 
;:;;;Sung Americans who first drew the line against Com­
munism in the 19505 - and the Americans who continue 
today to hold that narrow line. 

The tremendous firepower of the Thompson, with 
the knockdown punch of the .45 ACP cartridge, made 
it a favorite of the front line fighting men in Korea in 
stopping the human wave charges of the Red hordes. It 
is a proud American firearm to honor the brave Ameri­
cans who defended freedom in this war. 

When you hold this 12-pound weapon, it may bring 
back memories of those faraway places or - for the first 
time-let you experience what a friend or family mem­
ber felt 30 years ago. 

This project was created by The American Historical 
Foundation; each is specially built by Auto-Ordnance 
Corporation, official manufacturer of the famous 
Thompson. 

Limited Edition of Only 1500 
This is a strictly limited edition of only 1500, world­

wide. Each is specially serially numbered between 0001 
and 1500, with the prefix KW(for Korean War}. This 
number is also inscribed on an accompanying Certificate 
of Authenticity. Each is being produced in a firing, semi­
automatic version or, upon request, in fully-automatic 
for holders of Class III Federal Firearms licenses (please 
add $350). 

The fit and finish of each Thompson is presentation 
grade. Special inscriptions are roll-engraved and gold­
gilt infilled on both sides of the receiver. 

Richly Plated with 24-Karat Gold 
You sight across the 24-karat gold plated rear sight 

and the special, gold plated, two-ribbed activator knob. 
Your eyes move across the 35 deep cooling fins and along 
the high-polished and blued barrel to the hefty mirror­
polished, 24-karat gold plated Cutts Compensator and 
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front sight. Your finger rests on the 24-karat gold plated 
trigger. Even the special, black, military style sling is 
affixed to swivels which are 24-karat gold plated and 
mounted with four 24-karat gold plated screws. 

Genuine G I Stocks - SpeciaUy Finished 
The solid walnut stocks are genuine GI production­

originally made during World War II - as were most of 
the Thompsons used in Korea. They are now being re­
moved from their original storage crates for this project. 
For the first time, they are being stained to a rich, extra­
dark walnut shade, then given a finish as beautiful as the 
finest shotguns. 

The rear grip is fitted with a black, red and blue 
cloisonne medallion, embossed with the Great Seal of the 
United States in the center and bearing commemorative 
inscriptions. The famous red and blue circular symbol of 
the Republic of Korea, worn by many GIs in the center 
of their Korean Presidential Unit Citation, forms the cen­
tra� design of the special cloisonne fired enamel medallions 
which are custom inset on both sides of the butt stock. 

Not Just A Showpiece 
But this is not just a showpiece. It is a firing Thomp­

son. Because it fires in the semi-automatic mode, you do 
not need a special license to own it. Anyone who can 
own a standard hunting rifle can own the Korean War 
Commemorative Thompson. And because it's functional, 
it could even be called upon to defend your home and 
family-with the same famous .45 ACP ammo GIs and 
American shooters have used since 1911. 

It is a dramatic symbol of combat. Designed by 
General John T. Thompson, this was the weapon that 
pioneered the use of General Thompson's term "Sub­
machine Gun" - and the first weapon of this type ever 
issued to U. S. military forces. 

The Thompson gained fame in the hands of all our 
service branches-Army, Marine Corps, Navy, and Air 
Force. It was the mo·' h;oThh1v de&ed, hand-held, close 
combat assault weap! e. -qt. hop 'I 
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of all firearms. It is ti . te ever 
issued to honor the J rea, so 
it is also in the "first 06 \. ... . ./ 0 a time 
when collectors pay , 0 for a 
standard issue Thompson with a unique teature ' or two 
recognizable only to the advanced collector, the original 
issue price of this Thompson is particularly reasonable, 
It is a piece of workmanship you will enjoy owning and 
displaying, and you will be proud to pass it along to fu­
ture generations of your family. 

A solid walnut display case, lined with draped and 
fitted gray velvet, is also available. The entire gun is pro-
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a rtlrlA' , Inc. t kes pride in announcing the most important breakthrough in ballistic ring 
k i ss powder ... 

MULTIPLE MUNITIONS INDUSTRIES, INC. , 

+P MULTIPLEX AMMUNITION 

"Three Strikes & They're Outf" 

A revolutiOhary ammunition that will give your .38 Spl. revolver the knockdown power of a .45 automatic and the firepower 
of a big capacity 9mm! 

MMI + P EQUALS PERFORMANCE · PLUS 
Each round of MMI .38 Spl. + P ammunition contains not one but three separate bullets for a total projectile weight of 250 
grains. Independently tested by H. P. White Laboratory, the nation's foremost ballistic certification center, typical MMI .38 
Multiplex produced in excess of 350 foot pounds of muzzle energy. And at an average velocity of more than 800 feet per 
second! (8y comparison, a lighter weight 230 grain single \MJ .45 A.C. P. projectile develops only 335 foot pounds of energy.) 

BURST CONTROL - SIMPLIFIED 
Make no mistake: MMI is not an ordinary "shot" cartridge. Every bullet in every round of this unique mmunltlon actu lIy 
engages the rifling inside your weapon's barrel for guaranteed spin-stabilized accuracy. The photo b low I ft nd center 
show you what a single round of MMI actually looks like in flight and on target. Multiply that by six and v ry t r t you hoot 
can look like the 8-34 reduced silhouette pictured below -18 accurate strikes on target from Ju t n cylfnd r of MMI .38 
Special rounds! 

Actual stop-action photograph of 
Multiplex .38 Spl. in flight. Bullets are 
numbered to indicate order of exit 
from barrel of test gun. 

MMI delivers more rounds on target, faster, n 
can buy. And MMI does it with minimum mu 
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WITH TH 

AVAILABLE SOONI GIV YOUR . 
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Impact results from six round of .38 
MMI rapid·fired into a B·34 (r duc d 
scale B-27) silhouett t r t t 8 
distance of 15 yards. 

ur cy th n any single projectile .38 Spl. I 

AYIN ALIVE, TRIPLE YOUR SURVIVA 
WINN R'S EDGE - MMI. 

MA NUM FORCE OF A 44 WITH OUR NEW .351 M 

U IV MARKETING AGENT 
( 10m rei IIMilitary) 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 
ONE of the most interesting documents brought back from Grenada 

was found by SOF Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown in the 1979 
correspondence file of the late Grenadian Prime Minister Maurice Bishop. 
In the file taken from Bishop's office was a letter written by "Roberto" to 
Bis hop that has put Washington Post Foreign Editor Karen De Young in a 
compromising position. 

The April 1979 letter had a notation on the envelope: "By Hand Cour­
tesy of Karen De Young." "Roberto," who has been identified as Roberto 
Alvarez, a former member of the Inter-American Commission on Human 
Rights and currently a student at Johns Hopkins School of International 
Studies in Washington, passed on a confidential remark about Bishop 
made by the U.S. ambassador to the East Caribbean states, Frank Ortiz, 
to De Young: "According to one source, Ortiz has said that he fears you 
may be in a state of paranoia and therefore may be led into making an 
unwise decision." 

In a handwritten postscript, Alvarez noted, "The bearer of this letter, 
Karen De Young, is the source of the information concerning the Ortiz 
statement. Use it with her at your discretion. I think that she'll probably 
relay it to you, though she might withhold the name." 

The letter also conveyed some nasty remarks,about Ortiz' replacement, 
Sally Shelton, that suggested she could be made vulnerable; called the 
Brazilian chairman of the Inter-American Commission a "fascist" and 
exhorted Bishop to follow Lenin's teachings on the necessity of using an 
"iron hand" to put down capitalist bourgeois dissent. 

When word reached Washington Post management that the letter could 
embarrass one of its top editors, De Young's boss, Jim Hoagland, got a 
little nervous. 

Several copies of the De Young letter were floating around town. 
Among others, the U.S. government, Washington Times, Washington 
Inquirer, Accuracy In Media and Soldier of Fortune all had copies. 

Butthe Post didn't. De Young, who was first apprised ofthe existence of 
the letter by me, told Hoagland the letter was a fake. But Post editors have 
learned to at least go through the motions of verifying their reporters' 
tales after getting burned by Janet Cooke, whose faked story on a 9-year-
old heroin aodict won a Pulitzer Prize in 1981. . 

We don't know if Hoagland's reporters found a copy, but Post manage­
ment soon learned its contents when the story came out in other Washing­
ton press in January. 

Alvarez claims he met De Young, by chance, in the Dominican Republic 
In 1979, when she was on her way to Grenada on assignment for the Post. 
Alvarez says when he learned De Young was Grenada-bound, he wrot th 
I Uer to Bishop and noted on the envelope and In the po t rl pt th tit w 
to b hand-delivered by De Young before asking h r to d IIv r U. II w 
urprl d whe n s he refused to do so for " prof Ion I re on ." 

4) urprl ed , in fact , that he failed to era e th two not tlon wh n h 
I t found o meone else to deliver it. 

D Young V he re me mbers be ing In t h Domini II R Imblle 
t im , hut do not remember meeting Alvar z or b In J 
th I U 

Alv r " fu 
Pr <II< I hi , th 
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NINJA 
SECRETS OF 

INVISIBILITY 

NIN,A SECRETS OF INVISIBILITY 
by Ashida Kim 

Like the Ninja warri o r, you too can 
walk uno bserved , penetrate fo r·· 
bidden areas unseen and depart at 
wi ll without leaving a trace . The 
secrets o f invis ibi l ity , combined 
with the deadly moves o f Ninj itsu . 
can make you invincible. Over 170 
c lose-up photos sho w the moves 
wh ich wi ll make you the undenia­
ble vic to r! 5 l.h x 8 'h , softco ver , pho-
105. 120 pp. $10.00 

THE RUGER 1022 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
Here is a conversion s'ystem you c an bet your li fe on ! 
Now you can transform your Ruger 1022 into a selective­
fi re, close-com bat gu n you can trust . Wi th si mple hand 
tools , you can build the part s that w i ll convert you r trusty 
Ruger 1022 in to a select ive-f i re weapo n that c an fire ove r 
1,000 rou nds per minute on full auto - all wit hout mod ify­
ing the receive r or tr igger housing in any way. Just d rop 
in the conversion par ts , and you 're read y for whatever ­
or who mever - comes . Over 60 explicit photos , mach in­
is t' s drawings and full -scale templates ac compa ny the 
deta iled instructions fo r maki ng this conversi on fool ­
proof . 9 x 12 , softcover , i ll us .. 96 pp $12.00 

COMBAT 
SURVIVAL 
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COURSE NOTES 

SECRETS OF THE NINJA 
by Ashida Kim 

This is t!l e real thin g - o ne of the 
few complete. ha rdcover studies 
of th is terrifying and dead ly mar­
tia l art. Text and photos illustrate 
Ninja pri nCiples ot"invis ibi lity , co· 
vert en t ry, escape and evasion, 
assass inat ion . se ntry removal. 
meditation. m ind clouding, and 
much more. A rive ting . all-new 
select ion. 5'/" x 8 'h. ha rdcover , 200 
phOlos. 168 pp. 516.95 

COMBAT SURVIVAL 
Never be fore avai la bl e to the pub· 
lie An extremely useful. complete 
manual on physical and combat 
survival . training . and tactics . Con · 
tains rare info on evading and si­
lencing guard dogs . sabotage 
Intelligence gathering . surv ival 
navigat ion . primitive med icine 
evasion and escape . ani mal traps . 
and much more! 8 '/~ x 11. softcover. 
ill us .. 160 pp $14.95 

WEAPONS OF THE STREET 
by Dr. Ted Gambordella 

Don't let fear of a bat-swinging . or chain-wielding punk dog your every step. Learn now 
how you can triumph over an unprovoked attacker using the defensive and offensive 
techniques illustrated in this street-wise manual. Author Ted Gambordella, 5th degree Dan 
and the author of Fight for Your Life! and The 100 Deadliest Karate Moves, shows you how 
you can defend yourself-or your companions- against clubs, chains, bottles and knives 
in the hands of a brutal opponent. Also covered are defenses against two- and three-man 
gangs. Over 130 close-up, candid photos show you how you can use commonsense 
fighting moves and lightning-fast speed to turn weapons of the street to your undisputed 
advantage. Tired of walking menace-ridden city streets in fear? Let Weapons of the Street 
help you walk with confidence. 5% x 8V2, sottcover, 140 photos , 80 pp. $8.00 

1l 31 · . .. 
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FALLOUT SURVIVAL 
A Guide to Radiological Defense 

by Bruce Clayfo n, Ph .D. 
The first comprehensive book on 
how to measure fallout , this manual 
includes info previously known only 
to the mili tary and Civil Defense offi­
cials.lncludes programs fo r a home 
computer, and in fo on equipment, 
taking read ings, pred ic ting exposure 
rates and more. 5 V2 x 8%, soltcover, 
photos. 180 pp. $12.00 

US ARMY SPECIAL FORCES 
MEDICAL HANDBOOK 

The U.S. A rm y Special Fo rces a re 
kn own to train the world 's most 
acco mpl is hed medics . and thi s 
book is the reason why. It has 
everyth ing : comprehensive in fo on 
d isease d iagnosis and treatment. 
emergen cy war su rgery and para­
medical skill s, pediat ri c s. obstet­
rics. o rth oped ics. emergency den­
Ia l treatment , and more . 4 'h x 7. 
soft cover, i llus .. 400 pp. S14.95 

HOW TO GET ANYTHING ON ANYBODY 
b y Lee Lapin 

Get the goods on others like they' re getting t l"l e goods on 
you wiJh this encyclopedia of advanced investigative and 
su rveWance techn iques. Called " possibly the most dan­
gerous book," this book tells how to get any info you wan t 
about whomever you want- and how they (includ ing Big 
Bro) are getting into your private in fo . Here are expert ways 
to secretty bug any target, over 100 sources for eq uipment 
and superspy systems, lockpick technOlogy, how poly­
graphs and voice lie detectors can be tricked, counter­
measure equ ipment. and much, much more. Your peace of 
mind is worth the price of this book! 8 V2 x 11 , soltcover, 
illu5 .• 264 pp. $30.00 

THE MINH4 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 

Use this new home workshop guide to convert you r Mini 
into a selecti ve-fi re, si lenced . SWAT -type weapon! Pro­
vides complete workshop plans. 50 close-up photos, 
and full- scale templates. Th is convers ion process re­
quires no machi ni ng o r specia l tools. Once completed , it 
takes just five minutes to drop in the Automat ic Connec­
tor (the book 's secret!) o r remove it as needed . Also 
inc ludes detai led plans for a quick -and-easycal iber .223 
si lencer. The finest selec tive-fi re conversion manual 
Palad in has ever publ ished! 9 x 12, soft cover, photos, 
templates , 72 pp $12,00 

I HATE YOU! 
An Angry Man's Guide 10 Revenge 

by M. Nelson Chunder 
Make fun where there is none and 
get yo u r re ve nge at the sa me time. 
In Ihe same genre as Gel Even and 
Up Yours! , I Hate You! w i ll en su re 
you get the last laugh ! Humorous. 
yel effective . over one hund red 
sixty sc hemes sho w ho w to strike 
out at th ose who ha ve done you 
d irt y . 5 'h x 8'h. hard cove r. 182 pp 

51 2.95 

THE AR·7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
A co mp rehensive h ome workshop gu ide fo r the gun buff 
and hobbyis t mach inist. Over f ifty working mac hi nist's 
drawings, photos. and fu ll -scale templates show exactl y 
how to convert th e AR-7 .22 survival ri fl e into a ful l-auto 
silenced mach ine pis tol o r ri f le . Step-by-step instruc­
tions deta il how tornod ify the weapon 's or ig inal rece iver, 
fa bricate ne w sea r and sa fety , as well as make a sim p le . 
effiCient si lencer group assembly. 9 x 12. softcover. 
machi nist's drawings , ph otos , full -scale templates , 
72 pp . $12.00 

NEW 
1.0. IN 
AIVIERICA 

~" . ~ .. " " " . 
' . 

BY ANONYMOUS 

NEW 1.0 . IN AMERICA 
Want one mo re c hance at l ife ­
w ith a "c lean slate ?" Trade in your 
o ld ide ntit y fo r a new start . Here is 
a step-by-s tep guide to c rea ting a 
totally new you- with a bi r th certif ­
icate . passport. d ri ver's license , 
Soc ial Security number- al l you 
need for breaking with you r past . 
Th is is 1983. up- to-date info . G rab 
it! 5 l.h x 8 'h, so ftcover. i llus., 120 pp . 

$10.00 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book o f Dirty Tricks 
A hilariOUS ove rvie w of the meth ­
ods people use to get .~ ven With big 
bUSiness . government . and ene­
mies More SOph ;stl ca ted and In ­

vo lved tricks are Included . suc h as 
ones deVised b~' C IA an d Malia 
members and political dirty tri cks­
ters Over 80 sect IOns present dirty 
tri cks ranging Irom Simple to elab­
orate In nature 5 '? x 8' .'. ha rd­
cover. 180pp $ 11 .95 
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WEAPONS HANDBOOK ... $17.95 
LIFE WITHOUT FEAR . ...... . .. S 9.95 
HOW TO AVOID ELECTRONIC 

EAVESDROPPING .. . . . ... 512.95 
SPECIAL FORCES HANDBOOK .$ . 8.00 
GREAT SURVIVAL RESOURCE 

BOOK 2 . . ............... $14.95 
SPECIAL FORCES O PERATIONAL 

TECHNIQUES . $14.95 
U.S. ARMY SNIPER TRAINING 

MANUAL . . ...... . .. $14.95 
DRAGONS TOUCH . . $10.00 
REMINGTON 1100 EXOTIC 
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HANDBOOK . $14.95 

YOU CAN'T MISS . . .. $ 8.95 
SURVIVAL POACHING ... 514.95 
WIRETAPPING AND ElECTRONIC 

SURVEILLANCE ........ .. ... 5 9.95 
SILENCERS IN THE 19805 . 512.00 
U.S. NAVY SEAL COMBAT 

MANUAL . 
THE SURVIVAL RETREAT . 
SURVIVAL EVASION AND 

$14.95 
. $ 8.00 

ESCAPE. . $10.00 
WAR STORY ... ........ ...... $14.95 

WEAPON SYSTEM . $12.00 NIN,A DEATH TOUCH ....... $10.00 
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PRPELLEXffi The very best military surplu , 
·~CORPORATION outdoor clothing & action equip ent 

A Law Enforcement Military Gun Cases. 
A great. practjcal way to store or carry 

your weapons. The waler repellent, mildew 
resistant, heavy·duty ·canvas covering and 
th non·lint corduroy lining will provide years 
of trouble free service. There is a tough nylon 
zipper on the pocket and along the full 
c losure. It also has a 2" nylon web handle 
for easy carrying. Available in 0.0. Green, 
Camouflage and Black. Specify c%r. 

M· 16, AR· 15 w/scope, H & K 91 /93, FN/FAL, 
BM62 will hold up to 6 clips. Length-42". 

B Mini-14 Pistol Grip Stock. This stock is 
made of Fiberglass·reinforced DuPont 

Zytel'" S1 ·801 toughest plastic made, it is the 
same material used for Military rifles. This 
stock has an offhand shooting notch a.nd a 1" 
rubber recoil pad to improve the stock length. 
Fits 181,182 and later models. 

Order No. 400200 $49.95 

OrderNo. 1805 $27.95 ......... ~ 

C U.S. Army Mechanics Tool Bag. 'Whenit 
comes to convenience this tool bag is 

hard to beat. It is 6" x 12" x 7" so it wi lr hold all 
the tools you need. Each side has flapped 
side pockets that are compartmentalized to 
keep things organized. It also has a strong 
reinforced bottom for protection and to help 
keep its shape. Made of 0.0. canvas with a 
heavy·duty zipper closure. 
Order No. 2803CO $18.95 

O Genuine Vietnam Jungle Hats. This 
rugged, yet comfortable hat, the same as 

worn by our troops in Vietnam, is perfect for 
hunting, fishing or any outdoor ~ctiv ity. It is 
made of water repellant 50% cotton and 50% 
nylon . is vented for cooling and has an extra 
wide brim with a bandelero hat band. Sizes: 
Small (7) , Medium (7'/4), Large (7';") and Ex· 
tra Large (73/4). 
Order No. 0127WO Woodland Camo. $9.95 
Order No. 0127GO 0 .0. Green $9.95 
Order NO. 012700 Day Desert $9.95 

E Mag-Lite Flashlites. The new Mag·Lite 
Is used by anyone who requires a strong 

r II blo flashlight. Constructed of high 
sIr nglh. corrosion resistant, thickwalled air· 
croft lumlnum. The anodized exterior sur-
I c or brasion and glare· resistant. Fully 
odlu lObi light beam : from concentrated 
b om 10 luliliood with just a twist of the wrist. 

01(" 06 wOI rproof, rugged' push· button 
wltc l1 Thl lIoshli te is shockproof, water· 

p,oOf 0{1 corr oslon·resistant, slip and glare 
I lilllt II com~s will' a protected spare bulb. 

,do, No Sil Price 
0101 ? COli I ndard O·Cell $19.95 

320 I 02 oil wndard O·Cell $21.95 
20 I 03 'nil : I(lndord O·Cell $22.95 

3'0 I 04 nil Iintiord D·Cell $23.95 
20 I nil ' 1""M,d D·Coll $24.95 

Order No. 
240400 

$19.95 

F 
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G Bu sh Jacket. Styled after the U.S.A.F. 
lack t: a lavorite of sportsmen every· 

WI,O,O II has long sleeves with button cuffs. 
IWO pi lick I ond two pleated front pockets With 
IIIIPM, llolI , oKtra long cui and banded collar. II 
I 11111111 101 100°,,85 ounce fine cotton twill. 

11111 I "11111 (4" "), Modium (38"· 40"). 
LO' I)I (4.' 44) , I xlm Lor (46") . 
Ord I Nil 0:111100 $34.95 

H U.S. Military Fatigues. Latest issue. Heavy·duty blend of 50% cotton/SO'" nylon willi "pociai 
reinforcement in elbows, seat and knees. Jacket has four large cargo pockOI I ' (lUNUl I have 2 

slash pockets. 2 rear pockets, 2 large cargo pockets on legs. Will give long woar and Inkft plonty of 
abuse. Jacket available in sizes Small (33" · 37"), Medium (37": 41 "), Large (41 ". 45"), l xt' o Large 
(45" · up). Trousers available in following waist sizes Small (27"·31 "), Medium (31 "· 3 "), Lorge 
(35" ·39"), Extra Large (39"·43"). All trousers have a 34" inseam which is adjustable by blousing. 
Available in Woodland Camouflage, U.S.M.C. Recon Tiger Stripe (50% cotton/50% polyest r) and 
Day Desert. Specify size and c%r when ordering. 
Order No. 0141 Jacket $29.95 Order No. 0142 Trousers $29.95 

G.I. M·65 Field Jacket. The very latest 
U.S. Army issue field jacket made of 50% 

nylon and 50% cotton with the unique Quar· 
pel water repelle·ncy. Features a zip·in hood, 
heavy·duty front zipper plus snap Closures, 
drawstrings at both the waist and bottom of 
the jacket - plus extra room in the shoulders 
for complete freedom of movement. Available 
in 0 .0 . Green and Woodland Camouflage. 
Sizes: Small (33"· 37") , Medium (37"·41"), . 
Large (41 "· 45"), Extra Large (45"· up) . 
Order No. 0107GO 0 .0 . Green $49.95 
Order NO. 0107WO Woodland Camo. $49.95 

G.I. M·65 Jacket Liner. Cold weather liner 
that turns the M·65 into an all weather jacket. 
Sizes: Small (33" ·37"), Medium (37"· 41 "), 
Large (41"· 45"), Extra Large (45" · up). 
Order No. 0107AO $16.95 

J U.S.A.F. L-2B Flight Jacket. Official Air 
Force lightzone (Lightweight issue). 

Sage Green with International Orange lining. 
100% polyester with knit collar, cuffs and 
waistband. Two inner and two outer pockets 
plus zipper Cigarette pocket on leK sleeve. 
Sizes: Small (31 "· 37"). Medium (37"·41 "). 
Large (41 "· 45"), X·Large (45"· up) . 
Order No. 012900 Reg. $49.95 Sale $34.95 

U.S.A.F. MA-l Flyer's Jacket. Same as L2·B 
but with 100% polyester batting lining for 
warmth in all but coldest weather. No 
epaulets. Sage Green·Orange lining. Sizes: 
S. M, l. XL. 
Order No. 0134GO Reg . $49.95 Sale $34.95 

K Mini-1 4 " Pouch Set. Nylon mag pouch 
with 3·30 rd . clips'for the Mini· 14 . 

Order No. M14S $3 • 5 

U .S.M.C. Shooting Jacket. The famous 
Marine Corps Shooting Jacket is available 

once again .. Avai lable in Woodland Camou· 
flage 50% c,otton/50% nylon or 100% cotton 
0.0. Green. Features a full shoulder recoil 
pad, a full pad on the right arm aM an elbow 
pad on both arms. The back is gussetted at 
the shoulder for full arm movement. It also 
has a breast pocket with flap. Sizes : Small 
(33" · 37") , Medium (37"·41 "), Large (4 1"· 
45"), Extra Large (45"· up). 

Order No. 0133GO 0.0. Green 
Order No. 0133WO Camouflage 

529:95 
$29.95 

K AR-15/M-16 Pouch t. 1111 t M·16 
30 round clip rid rlvlnn "'IIU pOIJch. 

Ordor No M I $24.95 

N,4 Aul 1I1l 1'w\( II t I I""" h w,th 2 
I 4111 liP" 

,,1111 Nil .1 .'M $11.95 
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For Fast Delivery-Credit Card Orders. 
. Mastercard and Visa only 

Call Toll Free 
1·800·323·3233 

CATALOG SPECIALS Buy direct and Save! 
_______________________ ~ ______________________ ~~A ~ i~~~-~~'~I~~II~ 

A W.W.I Mark I Trench Knife. An exact 
reproduction of the famous World 

trench knife. It has the " Knuckle 
a double edged 6" polished blade and 
brass handle. This is trulY'a collectors i 
Overall length 11 ". 

Order No. 171910 

B 8-Shot Tear Gas Revolver. Fires 8'.22 
caiiber tear gas cartridges or blanks in 

seconds. 
Order No. 260110 
Order No. 260120 

Blue 
Chrome 

C .22 Caliber Tear Gas Automatic. An au· 
thentically styled automatic pistol using a 

seven shot Clip. Heavy·duty metal with check· 
e red grips. Corn pact and very concealable. 
Fires 7-.22 caliber tear gas or blank cartridges 
as fast as you can pull the trigger. 
Order No. 260510 Blue 
Order No. 260520 Chrome 

.22 Cal. Tear Gas Cartridges. (10) 
Order No. 260202 
.22 Cal. Extra-Loud Blanks. (100) . 
Order No. 260204 

$10.95 
$11.95 

O Pachmayr Stainless Steel .45 Maga­
zine. This is the most precisely man­

ufactured, fastest action clip you' ll ever own. 
has a custom rounded follower and comes 
complete with combat bumper. 

Order No. 193110 $19.95 
New Genuine G.I .. 45 Automatic Magazine. 
Order No. 192000 $ 6.95 
Browning Hi-POWer 9mm Magazine 13·shot 

Order No. 191620 $15.00 

AR-15/M-16. 30-shot Magazine. 
Order No. 191220 $ 7.95 

AR-15/M-16/AR-18/AR-18040·shot Magazine 
Order No. 191420 $24.95 

Ruger'" Mini-14® 20·shot Magazine. Blue 
Order No. 190720 $ 9.95 

Ruger® Mini-14®. 30·shot Magazine. Blue 
Order No. 190820 $12.95 

Ruger® Mini-1 4~. 40·shot Magazine. Blue 
Order No. 1·91020 $24.95 

Ruger® Mini·14"'. 20-shot Magazine. Nicke" 
Order No. 190840 $12.95 

Ruger@Mini-14®. 30·shotMagazine. Nickel 
Order No. 190940 $14.95 

Ruger"' Mini-14' . 40·shot Magazine. Nickel 
Order No. 191040 $29.95 

M-l Carbine. 30·shot Magazine. Blue steel. 
Order No. 190420 $ 5.00 

Uzi 9mm. 32·shot Magazine 
Order No. 192620 

Condor 10/22 25·shot Magazine. 
Order No. 192720 
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$14.95 

$24.95 

G The Black Book Of Dirty Tricks. 
" Improvised Munitions Handbook" is the 1M 31-.!!~ 

most sought after, here-ta-fore impossible to ~f __ 1Il 

obtain Army Manual. Includes revealing 'i ""' 
chapters on: Improvised Explosives and Z 

Pro pellants : Mines & Grenades: • 
. Small Arms Weapon~ & I 

Ammo: Mortars & Rockets: 
In cendiary Devices: Fuses; I 
Ignition & Delay Mechanisms. 
Plus how to manufacture 
Rock·et Launchers, Pistols, 
Shotguns, and Recoil· less 
Rifles from easy to obtain 
materials New edition t 

Order No. BB $10.00 

Folding Trench Knife. The 3 W' stain· 
less steel blade folds conveniently into 

the unique knuckle handle for protection 
and safety. The 5" steel handle also has 
a decorative inset. Overall length 8'1.1" : 
Order No. 172010 Reg. $19.95 Sale $9.95 

Little Black Box. Warning this device is 
not to be used for surveillance! Auto­

matically starts recorder when telephone is 
picked up ... Records entire conversation on 
both sides. . [hen automatically stops re­
corder when phone is.hung up! It can be 
attached anywhere along the line and plugs 
into ANY recorder and causes absolutely 
no interference or noise on the phone. 
MINIATURE! Only I " x 2" x3" 

Alligator clip hook·up 
qrder No. 310101 Reg. $29.95 Sale $24.95 
Modular plug·in hook·up 
Order No. 31 '0102 Reg. $29.95 Sale $24.95 

J Lifeknife Commando. The best survival 
knife there is at any price. Razor-sharp 

blade constructed from 440C stainless steel 
heat treated to RH57·58. Aircraft aluminum 
hollow handle is waterproof and contains : 
N.A.T.O. wire saw; lifeboat matches; survival 
fish-hooks: assorted spl it shot and 20 ft . of 10 
lb. test line; 6 ft. snare/utility wire: needles . 
sutures: water purification tabs. Comes with 
black leather belt sheath. thongs and sharp· 
ening stone. There is a jeweled compass 
built into the cap. 
Order No. 1722S0 $49.95 

K Phaser Tear Gas Cannister. Using an ul· 
tra-high emission fire extinguisher va lve, 

this protective cannister wi ll project a tear gas 
spray up to 20 feet in an ever widening path. 
Renders an assailant instantly helpless caus­
ing a burning sensation to eyes, nose and 

. throat. Special safety clip prevents accidents 
yet allows immediate usage. 

Order No. 261200 $19.95 

L Mitchell 50-rd. Magazine for 10/22 Rifle. 
ThiS magazine is manufactured to rigid 

standards for easy loading/ reliable function­
ing and durability. 

Order No. 193000 $29.95 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MON.EY BACK. 
Brand New. Riot Gun Pistol Grip Kit. 
The ultimate in firepower and shortness. 

Used extensively by Federal law enforcement 
officers. Easy to install. Take off buttstock and 
replace with our pistol grip. 

Order No. Shotgun 
201701 Remington 870 
201703 Winchester 1200 
201704 Mossberg Pump 
201707 Ithaca 37 $30.00 

F Parellex T-Shirt. Men 's sizes S"M, L, XL 
Order No. 160150 $6.95 

Ordering information! To order by mail, use coupon or separate sheet. Mail payment or 
credit card information . For questions or information call 1·312·766·1150. To order by 
phone use Mastercard or Visa. Call 1·800·323·3233. Have all information ready. 

r----------------~------, I PRPEllEX(J) DEPT. 404, 1285 MARK STREET, I 
I -~CORPORAT'ON BENSENVILLE, IL 60106 I 
I QTY. NUMBER DESCRIPTION/SIZE/COLOR PRICE I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

I 

CATALOG $1.00 SUB 
FREE WITH ORDER 0 SEND CATALOG TOTAL 
o CHECK ENCLOSED 0 MONEY ORDER SHIPPING 
CHARGE MY: 0 MASTERCARD 0 VISA HANDLING 

. TAX 
Illinois ReSidents Include 5.25% Sales Tax TOTAL 

EXP. DATE: _______ _ 

$3.50 

I NAME _______________________________________ _ 

I ADDRESS PHONE _____ _ 

I 
CITY , STATE ____ ZIP __ _ 

L ___ ~ _________________ ~_~ 
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GRENADA 
COVERAGE TOPS ... 

Sirs: 
I just finished readin till' Ill' I, II H1 I 

professionally wrill n sior plI IIII III II 1111 

the Grenada ( 1)('11111111 1 " I hi II IIl1lili 

Papers" WUS I' I l'ill III II 111111 1'1/111' II lId 
N {'IV,I \I'I'/ 'A IIIV/il l 'I liy 11111111 1011 liS 

Y0l! 11111111111 tli l tV I" III plol\'s~lonu l 
11\ 1111 1111 III I \ II 111111111111 III huy your 

II, I 11111 III IIIltI 'rstand why a 
I til I willi ohviously know their 
1111'1 !t'ud a guidon. The guidon 

1111 pllpl h·I , h :bruary issue, clearly says 
'II II , 1()71h Combat Engineer Bn. This 

111111 i~ repeatedly referred to as the 307th 
In fan try throughout the story. Shame on 
you. May you never find a dry bunk, a 
change of socks or a can of peaches in your 
Cs . 

J .A. Erickson 
Pinehurst, North Carolina 

Due to the tricky timing involved in 
getting the Grenada story into the Febru­
ary issue, it was impossible for the staff to 
catch my error. Instead of meeting the 
normal deadline, we had to drop the story 
into our final proof, forfeiting any chance 
to correct mistakes later. I wrote the 
photo cutlines in a mad rush the night 
before I left for Honduras on another 
assignment. As a consequence, when 1 
made the error - turning the 307th Com­
bat Engineers into the 307th Infantry - no 
other person on the staff could compare 
the cutline with the guidon photograph 
(sent to our color separator) until after the 
magazine was printed. Have you been 
practicing voodoo long? Even though 
your letter arrived after I left for Hon­
duras ' Mosquito Coast I was bitten by 
mosquitoes, savaged by sand fleas , 
wounded by a monster spider, had to sleep 

wet once lllld didn '( see a peach for a 
month. ouldn '( you call the curse off? 

J would also like ( 0 explain , for the 
benefit of some reElders who have written 
in , the limited nature of F's co verage of 
Operation Urgent Fury. 

Because of the restrictions correspon­
dents were operating under in Grenada, 
our coverage was limited to a few unit of 
the 82nd Airbome and the Rangers. The 
U.S. Navy SEALS, Marine Corps and 
other units from the 82nd got short­
changed (no photos and no interviews) 
be~ause 1) they had already left the island 
by the time SOF was allowed in or 2) they 
were in places on the island that were 
inaccessible to us. 

The ground rules on Grenada were that 
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we could take photos or obtain interviews 
if individual unit commanders would 
allow it. However, we had problems 
locating the units because the Joint Milit­
ary Press Center would not provide trans­
portation nor information about the loca­
tion of specific units . Therefore, we had to 
take taxis io probable locations of troops, 
and then clear it with the local comman­
der. It was strictly pot luck. -Jim Graves 

REMEMBER 
DEWEY CANYON? ... 

Sirs : 
I am in the first stages of developing a 

proposed book on Operation Dewey Can­
yon IlILAM SON 719, the invasion of 
Laos (29 January-9 April 1971). I would 
appreciate any readers who were con­
nected with this campaign to contact me as 
soon as possible for an interview. U.S . 
Army participation included elements of 
the IOlst Airborne, the 1st of the 5th 
Mechanized Infantry Division, the Amer­
ical Division , the 1st Aviation Brigade, 
and a host of smaller units. The more vets I 
hear from (regardless of the positions they 
held during the operation), the better. Call 
or write anytime . 

Keith William Nolan 
220 Kingsville Ct. 
Webster Groves, MO 6311 9 
(314) 961-7577 

A FGHANS 
SHOOT BACK ... 

Sirs : 
I'm proud to say I've been a subscriber 

to your fine magazine since issue one. 
Enclosed is a $100 money order to the 
Afghan Freedom Fighters Fund . The mu­
jahideen can use it more than I can here in 
Beirut. I wish we could give them one 
third of the ammo we have. They could at 
least shoot back with live ammo rather 
than just mortar flares, as we have done so 
fa r. 

I hope to God that at least one round that 
my money helps to buy will kill at least 
one Russian or one of their henchmen . I 
hope others who are as frustrated as I am 
will c ntribute whatever they can . 

A gt. 
Be irut, Lebanon 

L IFE WITH 
THE LEGION •. • 

Sirs: 
After reading MERC: American Sol­

diers of Fortune, by Robert K. Brown and 
Jay Mallin , I've come up with a few ques­
tions I hope you can answer. 

I) Can I join the French Foreign Legion 
just by going to Fort de Nogent in Paris, or 
any fort for that matter? 

2) Will I be in any trouble with my 
government for serving in a foreign army? 

3) What is SOF's opinion of the Le­
gion? 

4) Is there any pro-Western country 
with a good military - e .g., West Ger­
many, Israel - that an American can 
join? 

I' m bored , which is why I ask. Since 
leaving the U.S. Army in 1973 I' ve done 
nothing worthwhile . 

Jeff Fleishman 
Yes, you can join the Legion at Fort de 

Nogent. No, you will not get in trouble 
. with the U. S. government for joining the 
French Foreign Legion. For additional in­
formation on joining, write to the SOF 
office. 

The Legion is a hard outfit. You are 
always suspected of being a potential de­
serter and slight infractions are punishable 
by physical abuses. Don 't forget, you 
won 't be able to retum to the States for 
fi ve years. 

You may not join any West European 
army or the Israeli Army unless you have a 
residency permit or are a citizen of that 
country. - The Eds 

A ID TO 
FUTURE CHAMPS ..• 

Sirs: 
I have in hand your check for $3,000, 

sent to me by Mr. George Nyfeler. I am 
lost for words to express my gratitude for 
th is generous contribution to the state 
association to improve our junior program 
and get the kids to the national matches. 
This is a very worthwhile program as they 
are the ones who will carry the ball when 
we are gone. 

W.E. Blackburn , President 
Colorado Rifle & Pistol Assoc. 
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CANADIAN 
VIETNAM VETS ... 

Sirs: 
Tony Bliss contacted me recently con­

cerning my article on Canadian Vietnam 
veterans (Macleans Magazine, 8 August 
' 83), and suggested I write you . 

For almost two years , I have been re­
searching a book about Canadians who 
served in Vietnam. Estimates of the num­
ber of Canadians who enlisted or were 
drafted into the U.S. military during the 
Vietnam era run as high as 40,000. As you 
can imagine, I am having difficulty con­
firming that estimate with either the U.S. 
or Canadian governments. One senior 
Pentagon official swears there were no 
Canadians in Vietnam, but I have located 
about 200 Canadians who served and con­
firmed several deaths that are not listed 
among the 56 Canadians listed as KIA by 
the U. S. General Accounting Office . 
USMC sources say that Canadian recruits 
outnumbered American deserters by 10-
to-I. 

I would like to correspond with any 
Canadians who served in the U.S. armed 
forces in Vietnam. I can be contacted by 
writing: Doug Clark, 7 Douglas Cres ., 
Fergus, Ontario, Canada NIM lC1, or by 
phone: (519) 843-4019. 

Doug Clark 
Fergus, Ontario 

DEAD 
WRONG ... 

Sirs: 
After examining several magazines 

aimed at " the professional adventurer," I 
have concluded that your publication is 
the most creditable. There is now a maga­
zine called Soldiers of Glory which seems 
to be designed , by the look of the " How to 
loin Up and Fight in Central America for 
Big Pay " cover, to entice potential SOF 
readers to grab it. 

The material is sensationalistic and the 

action photos phoney. One photo , claimed 
to be of an SAS member, is actually of an 
Israeli soldier, taken in 1956 by David 
" Chim" . Seymour. Another claiming to 
be of members of Khomeini's team of 
assassins is in fact of Turkish civilian 
fighters in Cyprus in 1963 , taken by Don 
McCullin. 

The magazine is full of such false­
hoods, as well as faulty and potentially 
deadly information. Regarding how to be­
come a soldier in EI Salvador, the advice 
is simply to fly down there . "Make your 
intentions known , and you will be con­
tacted . That you can be sure of." I don't 
know how to become a soldier in EI Salva­
dor, but I wouldn ' t be idiot enough to 
show up there and announce my intentions 
to work as a mercenary. 

My point is that it ' s a cheap fraud, and it 
ruins the credibility of your magazine 
when people associate it with the real jour­
nal of professional adventurers . 

Simon Wright 
Coal City, Indiana 

I F YOU CAN'T 
SLEEP NOW ..• 

Sirs : 
As a member of the U. S. forces in West 

Berlin, I am constantly reminded of my 
reason for serving in the U.S . Army: 
guard towers looming in the background. 
This and the fact that the weapons in the 
towers point east remind me that this 
should not be allowed to happen again . 

The way most Germans feel can be 
summed up by a story I once heard . An old 
woman went to her doctor, complaining 
the noise of U. S. armor near her house 
interrupted her sleep. What should she do? 
The doctor replied she should get another 
doctor. When she didn't understand he 
said, "I'd rather hear I 00 American t~nks 
than one Russian on a bicycle." 

Glenn Loud 
West Berlin, West Germany 

The do?r to an agreement is open. It is time for 
the SOVIets to walk through it. -Ronald Reagan 
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FONDA DOESN'T 
WORK OUT ... 

Sirs: 
A current television commercial for 

RCA 's TV Disc Player included a short 
clip of lane Fonda's exercise video. If the 
fact that Fonda rates a 10 on your shit-list 
would influence you not to purchase the 
RCA machine, one gentleman who might 
be interested is Thornton F. Bradshaw, 
Chairman, RCA, 30 Rockefeller Plaza, 
New York, NY 10020. 

If this country forgets KAL 007 as 
quickly as it's forgotten Hanoi Jane, it ' s in 
worse shape than we thought. 

Robert G. Wheaton 
San Antonio, Texas 

T HE ENEMY 
IS EVERYWHERE .. . 

Sirs : 
I would agree with the letters written to 

your magazine concerning "Traitor lane" 
if the following were included in the same 
category. 
• Every American-~wned business that 
traded with a communist nation which 
supported North Vietnam during the war. 
• All munitions manufacturers who pro­
duced defective ammunition for our per­
sonnel to defend themselves with. 
• The weapons makers who did not 
guarantee their product was without flaw 
prior to delivery . 
• Those Americans who gave, traded or 
sold information that was , or is , sensitive 
and vital to our national defense to any of 
our enemies - past , present or future . 
• Those who profited from the blood of 
our brothers and friends during that 
period . 

Let's identify the real foes so that we 
can place the title "Traitor" above their 
doors. 

G. Harrison 
San Francisco, California 

BODY 
COUNT ... 

Sirs: 
Let me introduce myself and our orga­

nization . I am a former Special Forces 
trooper, Vietnam veteran and 100 percent 
disabled, due to wounds received during 
my second tour. 

Our organization is made up of veterans 
in southwest Florida dedicated to getting a 
Veterans Administration hospital built 
here . Currently, we must travel 130 miles 
to seek V A treatment. The V A estimates 
only 80,000 veterans live in the eight­
county task force area, but we are current­
ly trying to find vets in this area so we can 
count them to prove we number over 
200,000. I am the Vietnam veteran coor­
dinator. My job is to beat the bush and find 
these Vietnam vets . 

Please tell these guys to contact the task 
force. It would help us all so much. 

William Heuser 
Southwest Florida Veterans Hos­

pital Task Force 
P.O. Box 126 
Cape Coral, Florida, 33910 ~ 
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reg ions These are not G./. types or 
Sage green color. cotton & nylon shell 

w ith syn thetic fur hood. Storage pocket and 

• 
.;....... pen holder an sleeve. We ighs 4 Ibs. FSN 

8415-899-0380. S. M. L. add S 700 for XL. 
o N2B A RCTIC PARKA 

, sen d meas urements 
o BRITISH ARMY TYPE COMBAT SWEATER $19.95 

Reinforced shou lders & elbows. avai lable in 
00. Green or Black S. M . L or XL 100% 
washable acrylic. 

o ORIGINAL G./. 5 BUTTON SWEATER $19.95 
100% Acry li C In 0 0. Green or Black. S. M. L or XL 

o TIGER STRIPE FATI GUES S29.95/set 
100% cotton. 2 pocke t shll t & 4 pocket pan ts 

THE FO LLOWIN G FATI GUES are rein forced at all 
Stres s pOintS - knees. backside. elbow s. 
of heavy duty construction. 50% cotto 
J ckets have 4 pockets. pants 

O MA- I 
Nylon Shell w / reverslble International orange 
lining Two Inner & twO outer pockets. zipped 
pocket & pen holders on left sleeve. Knn co l-
lar. cuffs & waistband SpeCi fy black or sage 
green FSN 161 5-522-60 14 S,zesXS. S. M. L. 
add 1500 for XL 

o M-65 FIELD JACKET, O RI GINAL G.I.. $54.95 
00. GREEN 
Don't confuse w/older types Lalest G I Issue 
nylon/cotton construction and qu rpel waler 
repell ent lonly avail ab le to US Govt ) All 
ets have hideaway zipper hood 

2-293 9. XS. S. M. 

The ultimate co ld weather j acket. 
fur lined hood & tllm. Sage green 
w / elastic knit cu ffs & waistban 
heavy hood that zips back 
16 15-524-3060. XS. S. 

Xer ox and Use These Pages 
as Your Order Form 

OVER . illustrated. 
complete evo lution of M - 14 

in iti al M- I Garand modifications 
to the specialized M -2 1 sniper rifles . 

134.95 

o SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONS FM-3 1-2 1 
227 PGS. Complete field man ual. illustra ted. 

o SWAT TEAM MANUAL FM- 1698. 
134 PG S. Operational procedures. 
and theones for SWAT operat l 

o JUNGLE O PERATIO N S FM 
11 4 PGS. Complete 

I 

$3.50 
12 55 Pgs. Illustrated operator 

nal main tenance manual. 
CAL. G.!. TECHNICAL $4.00 
TM-9-100 5-223-35 65 PGS. illustrated. 

o FN LIGHT AUTOMATIC RIFLE. FACTORY $5.95 
MANUAL. 129 PG S. Illustrated manual 
includes 14" x 20" exploded parts view 

o VIET CONG BOOBYTRAPS. MINES AND 58.00 
MINE WARFARE TECHNIOUES. Illustrated 
Pub. by Department of the Army. TC 5-31 69 Pgs. 

white spoon s. Illustration of leader 
hitches. and a razor blade. 

o RUGER' 10/22 50 Rd. magazine­
SAVE HOO ­
Li ghtweig ht. man ufactured by M itchell 

o COMBAT/ CONCEALMENT HOLSTER - $14.95 
DON HUME MODEL" - SAVE 510.00 -
Fits all .45 autos & Browning Hi- Powers. all 
leather. 

o I V. " LEATHER MILITARY SLINGS 

2 cell. Extra H.D. flashlight. 0 0. col or. w ater­
tight. belt clip. spare bulb and 3 extra lenses. 
Batt. no t included. FSN 6230-264-8261 

o G.!. LENSATIC COMPASS 134.95 
Comes With neck strap & G.I nylon ca rrying 
case. FSN 6605- 151-5337 

MISCELLANEOUS 

CATALOG 
Everything is here. hard to 

magazine. 
recoil spnng & 
packaged & attaches to 

o MI6/ ARI5 SURVIVAL 
ThiS kit comes packaged same as above & in ­
c. IUdes an extractor. extractor sp ri.ng. extract~r 
pin. ejector. ejector spnng. ejector pm. gas z,\leS\O 
lings (3 each). fi ring p in. firing pm ret. pin. S 
disconnect. d isconnect spring. tr igger pin. G./. 
ca rry ing case. Buy now and save 510.00. 

o M -16/ A I UPPER RECEIVER. NOW $99.00 
SAVE 510.00 

with forw ard assis t plunger assem­
tea r drop type) installs on any ARI5 

machin ing. Ollg inal co lt. be-

ea. $25.00/2 
9MM 13 • BLUED 

o BROWNING HI-POWER $29.95 ea. $54.95/2 
9MM 21 RD. MAGAZINE, BLUED 

PACKS & WEB GEAR 

o u.s. ARMY LC-I (ALICE PACK) $69.95 
Brand new G.1. back pack des igned to carry 
loads up to 50 Ibs. Complete With shou lder 

straps. quick release buckles & attachment 
loops for carry ing ex tra equipment. Water 
repellent. lip stop nylon. OD. green . 

o LC-2 STEEL & ALUMINUM 
FRAMES 1982 issue. 

find parts. accessories & gear. Please send 
a dollar (Refundable on first order) to cover our postage 
handling. Catalog is free with order. 

Xerox and Use 
These Pages 
as Your 
Order Form 

M inimum order SIO piuS 53 to cover 
postage. insurance & handl ing 
($6 foreign) . Calif. residents add 6 Y, % 
sales tax. All major cred it cards 
accepted. If not sure about size send 
measurements. 

International Export Corporation 

Toll Free for credit card orders only, outside California 
G:alir. residents or for info. 

call 213·349·7600 

r--:;;;:;:;;=O;:;;==:---' 
I 18714 PARTHENIA ST., DEPT. SF4 , NORTHRIDGE, I 

CALIFORNIA 91324 I Sorry No C.O.D.s: Send 0 Check 0 Money Order I 
o American Express 0 Diners Club I I 0 MasterCard 0 Visa 0 Carte Blanche 

I Card No. Expr. date - - - I 
I Name I 
I Address I 
I City State Zip I 

Signature _ I 

. -----.----- ..... 
~, ..,.' © 1984 Sherwood International 

----------~--=,~~~~~~ij~ .. --~~~-~ .. ~, .. .r;~'--.~---------



NV NTION 
CORRECTION ... 

I he price for a double room at the 
Sahara Hotel for SOF's '84 Conven­
tion, 20-23 September, is $43, not $38 
as reported in March's Bulletin Board 
column. The correct telephone num­
ber for the Sahara is (800) 634-6666. 
The nearby EI Rancho Hotel (not Olan­
jo) also has reserved rooms for the 
convention; its phone number is (800) 
634-3410. 

REGRETFULLY 
YOURS ... 

It was with deepest regrets that So/­
dier of Fortune had to turn down an 
invitation by the U.S. Embassy Marine 
guards to join them in Canberra, Au­
stralia, for the 208th Annual Marine 
Corps Birthday Ball on 10 November 
1983. Rumor is that Chief Foreign Cor­
respondent Jim Graves, himself a for­
mer Marine (3rd Marine Division), had 
already ordered an Australia sticker for 
his travel-battered suitcase when SOF 
had to refuse. The celebration occur­
red about the same time as the Grena­
da operation and the Marine Amphi­
bious Unit (MAU) landing in Honduras 
(part of the Big Pine II exercises) and 
Graves covered both of these events. 
Even though SOF couldn't attend the 
party, we were there in spirit. But next 
year .. . . 

MEDICAL RELIEF 
TO EL SALVADOR ... 

Refugee Relief International, Inc. 
needs donations of money, medical 
supplies and equipment for its on­
going medical-relief projects in EI Sal- ' 

Mike McPike, a recent visitor at 
SOF offices, presents Tom 
Reisinger, RRII president, with 
$500 worth of medical supplies 
for use in EI Salvador. RRII and 
SOF thank Mike for his 
generosity. Photo: John Metzger 
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BULLETIN 
BOARD 
by Donna DuVall 

SOF was there when U.S. Marine 
Amphibious Unit BLT 1/6 troops 
came ashore at Puerto Castillo, 
Honduras, in LVT-7. Photo: Jim 
Graves 

vador. A list of needed items can be 
obtained by writing RRII, 6430 Nelson 
St., Arvada, CO 80004. 

Contributions are tax-deductible 
and donors are advised to consult their 
tax advisers for accurate computations 
of the worth of donated items. RRlI's 
identification number is: 74-2255573. 

All items shipped should be in good 
serviceable condition with a packing 
list and a documented statement of 
value enclosed and sent prepaid to: 
Refugee Relief International, Inc., C/O 
Sal's, Loop 494 & Knox Drive, Porter, 
TX 77365 Attention : R. Edens. (Unfor-

, tunately, packages shipped "freight 
collect" cannot be accepted at this 
time.) 

Although contributions of medical 
supplies and equipment are particular­
ly needed, readers are encouraged to 
send cash donations as well (cash 
donations should be sent to the Arvada 
address contained in the first para­
graph) . Air-transportation and distribu­
tion costs are high and money is 
needed to get our teams and supplies 
into targeted areas. No contribution is 
too small. Your gift can and will save 
lives. 

CENTRAL AMERICA 
DEFENSE FUND ... 

How would you like to go into com­
bat with one pair of worn-out boots, 
one pair of thin socks, worn-out web 
gear, and without poncho, liner or 
cleaning gear for your weapon? 

That's how the Salvadoran Army 
and the Nicaraguan Freedom Fighters 
do it. 

Being brave, tough and willing isn't 
enough when you don't have the basic 
equipment. So if you have any of the 
following equipment that isn't being 
used, SOF knows a lot of soldiers who 
can put it to good use: combat boots, 
boot socks, fatigue or cammie uni­
forms (medium or small sizes only­
we 're not outfitting giants), rifle/MG 

name rno,ntll'\n~.1'1 

amount of 
donated, If 
nized, please 
donation. 
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cleaning gear, web equipment, pon­
chos, poncho liners, field dressings, 
etc. Send them to EI Salvador/Nicar­
agua Defense Fund, $oldier of For­
tune warehouse, 5721 Arapahoe, 
Boulder, 9080303. . 

For those of you who don't have any 
equipment, the Salvadorans and 
Nicaraguan Contras can u~e money. 
(When sending first-class mail, 
address SOF at P.O. Box 693, Boul­
d~H, CO 80306.) WhictJever yOI,J de­
cide to send, do it now and pass the 
word (ilon9 to friends. After all, itis our 
freedom they are defending. 

PMRS 
JUMP SCHOOL ... 

The Fourth Annual Parachute 
Medical Rescue Service (PMRS) jump 
school will be held in conjunction with 
the first Phantom Division Convention 
at Memphis, Tenn., 27-29 April 1984. 
P'MRS is~n all-volunteer, non­
goyernmental, non-profit organization 
whose president is SOF Editor/Pub­
lisher Robert K. ' Brown. 

New jumpers 'will receive complete 
pre-jump training and one jump -
weather permitting. Experienced jum­
pers will participate in equipment­
rigging and pathfinder tr;:lining, and 
PMRS Team competitions: PMRS 
Emergency Volunteers who success­
fully complete the course will receive 
PMRS/phantom Division first-jump 
certificates and log books. 

The fee of $150 per person includes 
Saturday lunch at the drop zone and 
the banquet on Saturday night, featur­
ing Robert K. Brown as keynote speak­
er. Other meals, lodging and trans­
portation to and from Memphis is not 
included. The official convention hotel 
is the Quality Inn West (901) 946-
3301 ; they are offering a flat rate of $35 
per room, regardless of number of 
occupants (within reason). 

In addition to the jump school, the 
Phantom Division Convention will fea­
ture a military collectors show (co­
sponsored by the Memphis Area Milit­
ary Collectors Association). 

PMRS Emergency Volunteers, or 
those wishing more information about 
PMRS, should contact Alex McColl, 
Soldier of Fortune, P.O. Box 693, Boul­
der, CO 80366. Applications must be 
received, with payment, no later than 
10 April 1984. 

HELMET SAVES . 
LIvES IN GRENADA ... 

The new Kevlar helmet, used for the 
first time in combat in Grenada, was 
credited with saving the lives of twd 
soldiers, according to Lt. Gen. Richard 
H. Thompson, the Army's logistics 
chief. . , 

The new helmet, wtJich looks like 
those wornoy G~rman soldiers in 
WWII, was met with skepticism by old 
soldiers because it couldn't be used for 
everything the old steel pot could -
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like cooking or washing utensils ~ be­
cause of the built-in webbing, 

But the 82nd Airborne troops who 
wore it in Grenada liked it. Two sol,­
diers, who are unidentified, especially 
liked it. The first soldier was hit in the 
head by a AK-47 round fired from 25 
yards and got nothing more than a dim­
pled helmet out of it. In the second 
case, a soldier's helmet was hit by a 
large shrapnel piece frqm a 20mm 
round, and he escaped serious injury, 

U.S. 82nd Airborne .paratr90per in 
Grenada sports new' Kevlar " 
helmet. Photo: Department of 
Defense 

PANAMA: PATH 
TO GUERRILLAS ... 

The Washington Inquirer reports 
that Cuba is using Panama as a central 
transhipping point to supply arms to 
Latin American terrorists. The informa­
tion, which was provided by former 
Assistant Secretary of State Thomi;ls 
O. Enders to the Senate Security and 
Terrorism Committee, chaired by Sen. 

, Jeremiah Denton of Alabama, came 
from the conhiission of noted Cuban 
gun- and drugru[mer Jaimie Guill,ot­
Lara, "tho was caught ane! jailed in 
Mexico for 10 rnonths before being're-

leased in a prisoner exchange. 
According to GuiliotcLara's testi­

mony, the gunrunners, who often swap 
guns for drugs to be dis!ributed in the 
United States, travel clandestinely 
over Panama's rugged, jungled moun­
tains to Latin American destinations. 
Additionally, Panamanian banks are 
sometimes used to transfer funds for 
the weapons; Guillot-Lara reportedly 
used a Panamanian bank to transfer 
funds to Columbia's M-19 guerrillas. 
Panama's government has been un­
able to stop the flow of arms and qrugs. 

The Inquirer couldn't pinpoint which 
guerrilla groups were receiving arms, 
but it did note that several Latin Amer­
ican guerrilla organizations recently 
met in Columbia, according to the 
French news magazine, Le Point. 
Amongthe groups attending were: the 
M-19s, Salvadoran FMLN-FDRs, 
Guatemala'S Guerrilla Army of the 
Poor (ERP) and the Peruvian Maoist 
Sendero Luminoso (Shining Path) 
guerrillas. 

RETURN OF 
THE MARINES ... 

, Although there was not a single San­
dinista on the beach and the beach at 
Puerto Castillo is a long way from 

Continued on page 102 
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HOW THE CLUB WORKS: 
You 'Ii receive your 4 books for 98¢ (plus shipping and 
handling) and your free WWII maps after your application for 
membership is accepted. We reserve the right to reject any 
application. However, once accepted as a member, if you 
are not satisfied, return the 4 books within 10 days at Club 
expense. Your membership will be cancelled and you'll owe 
nothing. The free maps are yours to keep in any case. About 
every 4 weeks (14 times a year), you'll receive, free, the 
Club's magazine describing the coming Selection(s) and 
Alternates. In addition , up to 4 times a year you may rece.ive 
offers of special selections, always at discounts off pub­
lishers' prices. If you want the featured Selection(s), do 
nothing; it will be shipped to you automatically. If you want 
an Alternate, or no book at all , indicate your preference on 
the order form and return it by the date specified. The date 
allows you 10 days to decide. If you receive an unwanteq 
selection because you had less than 10 days, return It at 
Club expense and owe nothing. Once you 've purchased just 
4 books during your first 2 years of rnembership, you may 
continue to enjoy Club benefits or resign at any time. There 
is a shipping and handling charge on all books shipped. 
The Military Book Club offers its own complete hardbound 
editions, sometimes altered in size to fit special presses, 
saving you even more. Q9 ExpiiCil sex, violence andlor language. 

123 

Club editions save you up to 30% oil 
the publishers' list price,S quoted. 

TWO FULL-COLOR 
24 V2 " X 19" WWII MAPS 
FREE With Membership 

i----Military Book Club® 
Dept. ER-748, Garden City, NY. 11530 

Please accept my application for membership in the Military 
Book Club and send me the 4 books Whose numbers I have 
printed in the boxes below. Bill me only 98¢ plus shipping 
and handling for the 4 books. I understand that I need buy 
only 4 more books at regular low Club prices during the first 
2 years of my membership to complete my commitment. My 
membership will be subject to the terms and conditions 
presented in this ad. Also send me 2 full-color WWII maps. 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examining my 
4 selections, I may return the books within 10 days at Club 
expense. My membership .will be cancelled and I will owe 
nothing. The WWII maps are mine to keep in any case. 

Mr. 
Ms. 
Mrs. ______ ~~~~~---------------

(Please print) 

Address _________ __ Apt . No. __ _ 

LJ~!JI~i;1 City State ----- Zip -----Members accepted in the U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian members will be 
L ~e~e~om Canad~~ Slight~ifferent in ~ad~ __ ~ ~5~ ~ 

, 1859$17.95 
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They're Guaranteed Tough! 
They're strong .. . stronger than leather, yet 
allow guns to breathe. Lightweight and flex­
ible too . . . for utmost comfort. Washable-no 
mildew. Hook & Loop closures for weapon 
security and easy access. Black only, with 
military spec. hardware. When ordering, 
specify weapon and whether right or left­
handed. 

Super-concealment and comfort.Ultra 
light nylon webbing and ballistic nylon . 

Built in rubber padding over ankle . 
AHR for revolvers . $30 
AHA for automatics ... $30 
AHO for 3-4" revolvers 

and large auto 's $30 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••• Belt Holsters & AccessoFies • •••••••••••••••••••••••• 

Wear with military web belt 
or any other belt. Three 
sizes to fit most guns. 
BH45 for auto's 
BH45R for revolvers 
BH45l for 6" BBl guns 

: COMNNION 
• 

Concealable belt holster with 
adjustable Hook & Lop strap 
to secure gun. 
BHC for 2" revolvers . $24.50 
BHCO (open end) for 3" and 
4" revolvers ... . ..... $24.50 

COMMANDO 

Clip-on model with metal belt 
clip on back of holster. Sewn 
in sight track. 
BCH (4 sizes to fit most 
guns) 

.. ....... $30 
.... $35 

: .. HMASTER 
• 

Belt slide holsl r with doubl 
belt loop, AdJustablo Hook & 
Loop str p s cur s gun , 
BSH lor 3:\1, ·5" .45's "" $25 

POLICE 

Thumb-break release. For­
ward motion draw only. 
"Dummy" security strap. 
Sewn in sight track. Many 
other quality features. 
PBH1 for 3-4" revolvers . $35 
PBH2 for 5-6" revolvers . $40 

Concealable 
& Military 

Shoulder Holsters 

Mag Bag. 11 oz. 
waterproofed 
Cordura" nylon . 
Features military 
latches and has 
ditch design. 
Sling 
and ' 
Waist Strap 
included. 

Mare Mac Is 

Advanced Military Shoulder 
Holster For .45 auto's, 

designed in conjunction with 
U.S. Special Forces. Silent 
latch secures gun. Fastex® 

couplers allow for quick­
ditch. Exterior pouch for 

spare mag. Included 
Modular Sling Harness 

and Waist Strap keep 
holster secure ·in 

toughest physical 
activities. 

HMAM, .. $55 

MB9MMB (Black)lMB9MMC (Camo) holds 18 9mm, 32-rd mags .. 
MB223B (Black)/MB223C (Camo) holds 9 .223 cal. , 30-rd mags. 
MB308B (Black) IMB308C (Camo) holds 6 .308 cal. , 20-rd mags. 

.. ... $45 
. $45 

.. ..... $45 

Modular Accessories 
(for use with DMH) 

MMP45 Mag Pouch for .45 cal. $15 

MMP9MM Mag Pouch for 9mm $15 

MMP9Xl for 2 9mm, 21-rd mags $15 

MMP380 Mag Pouch for .380 cal. $15 

MMPU Utility & Mag Pouch for Handcuffs, 
magazines, speed loaders, money, etc. $15 

MKS Knife Scabbard for Assault Systems® 
Survival Knife or the Gerber Boot Knife. $12 

MMPK Mag Pouch & Knife Scabbard. Holds 
2 9mm or .45 mags plus Assault Systems" 
Survival Knife or the Gerber Boot Knife $22 

~·5YA555TAEUM ~5® ... ~ .. ·~~~i~!~:;;~~;i~·l i-I;: I ~ free WIth order. : 

SUBSIDIARY OF COM SEC INTERNATIONAL, INC., Dept. SOF-044 
: 869 HORAN DRIVE· ST. LOUIS, MO 63026-2478 
: TOLL FREE ORDER LINE: 1-800-325-3049 
• MISSOURI RESIDENTS 1-314·343-3575 TWX: 9107601429 
. Please send me the following: 

Bill my : 0 Master Card 0 Visa 0 AmEx 

Exp. Date - -- Card # --- ---I:.JJIiililiB 



IN REVIEW 

THE EYEWITNESS HISTORY OF 
THE VIETNAM WAR: 1961-1975. By 
George Esper and the Associated Press. 
Ballantine Books, Dept. SOF, 201 E. 
50th St., New York, NY 10022. 1983. 
209 pp. Over 400 black-and-white 

photographs. $9.95. Review by John 
Metzger. 

WE'VE seen quite a few Vietnam 
photo collections over the years at 

Soldier of Fortune, but never anything 

quite like this . George Esper and the 
Associated Press have put together an in­
credible collection ranging from Pulitzer 
Prize winners to scrapbook snapshots to . 
dramatic combat action photos that we 
saw every day on the home front, draped 
under front-page headlines . 

Former Associated Press Saigon 
Bureau Chief and I O-year Indochina news 
vet, Esper draws on his intimate personal 
experiences with the war and taps the mas­
sive files of the Associated Press to 
chronicle the American involvement in 
Vietnam - from when the first advisers 
arrived in-country in 1961 to when the last 
Americans withdrew in 1975. His narra­
tive provides the framework for over 400 
black-and-white photographs of the war. 
Drawings, doodles and letters to families 
and girlfriends are inserted throughout the 
text to tell an even more personal story. 
The blood, guts, sweat, glory and tears­
it's all here in print and picture . 

Esper also does a good job of getting in 
all the' 'who-what-when-where-why-and­
hows" of the war. Though true to form as 
a reporter, he also tells his own story, and 
with moving narrative paints a picture of 
the men , machines and land that made 
Vietnam what it was. Amidst this amazing 
collection of pictures, Esper brings forth a 
chronological show-and-tell of America ' s 
longest conflict. 

Enough said. Any 'Nam vet wanting to 
relive experiences or quietly recall a few 
memories should get this book . ~ 

"Of the 20 different survival knives I make, my new camouflaged Matchirlgjurlgle pattern Orl harldle a/lil scab­
bard blends peifectly with Illost 

camouflage dothillp, . models are clearly the most specialized. Take a closer look at the Guardian II, 
for example. Riding on the hip, its unique handle and 
scabbard fade into the bush. Black as night, its . 
electrostatically coated surgical stainless steel blade 
reflects nothing. And with either edge, can cut its 
way out of just about anything. Built to give and take the worst, the 
Guardian II is one survival knife that lives up to its name. And mine." 

Pete Gerber, Chairman, ((When I mal ~e a 
Gerber Legendary Blades N 

survival knife, I never forget 
your life could depef\q 

onlt. 
THE NEW GUARDIAN' II 

Slip-proof, high tensil cast aluminum han­
dle. 6'1." blade. Overall length , 11 '1." . 8 

ounces. Metal-lined cordura scabbard in­
cluded. Camouflaged models of original 
Guardian and Guardian I also available. gf~~~ 

Send $1.00 for a catalog to Dept. SF, 14200 SW n nd Av " 1'01l1"1i" , 1 )11 'li I 1\ 
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LEARN AT HOME IN ~PARE TIME" ELL YOU ' 
U~ "pROs T . VERY 

OP:"FLIGHTG D , DOlT GUIDE YOU E 
T AT TO DO, HOW TO STEP or THE WAY . . 

WH You ' ll see how to take apart and repair almost every 

I~ 
I~ 
II:l. 

W 

I!!: 
I~ 
1= 
I~ 
10 

I~ 

Ex planations include photos, diagrams, 
drawings and charts. We send you all the 
tools yOll need so you actua lly lear~ by doing 
as you follow the lessons. You receIve . 
ba rgain bullelins. requireme nt s for Federtl1 
Firearms License . 

' ~ts II 
~ I ;.,. tl,~ 

~#;d EQUIPMENT INCLUDED... FOR 
You get precision gauges, fine , VETERANS 
g: unsmnh 's screwdflvers, honmg \' . 
, (ones. checkering tools. '--.,; 

FIRST FOLD HERE ..... plus much, much more. 

NO POSTAGE NECESSARY when you 
:~ mail this ENTIRE Postage-Paid ad 
I~ To Mail-Fold ad in following manner: . 

~
. Remove entire page--:- 3. Fold page. agam, on 

I tear or cut on dotted Ime 2nd fold lInes 
1 to left 4. Tape or glue the 3 open 

1 2. Fold .page in half on sides and drop in the 
1st fold lines mail box today. 

1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

GUN REPAIR. BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 

I~ 
I~ 
Iw 
I~ 
I~ 
I~ 
1:2: GUN SALES 
I~ MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN 

I: There are more than 20 million hunt~rs plus 
more millions of target shooters, gun 'collectors and 
owners in the U.S. APPROVED FOR VETERANS I~ 

I~ 1 a: Name _______________ Age __ _ I. Address • . 

1 City State Zip _ _ _ _ 

1 North American School of Firearms, 4400 Campus Drive, 
Dept. RS024 Newport Beach, CA 92660 
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we ll·known rifle , shotgun, pistol and automatic. We 
take the mystery out of ballistics. Show you how to 

smooth up actions, fit and repair stocks, rechoke 
shotguns, customize ' handguns. Includes 

bedding techniques, stock inletting, fitting 
drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black 
powder guns. How to buy and sell new and 
used guns for profits . 
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__ VENTURE QUARTERMASTER 

HOT SHOES 
' With today's outrageous prices of qual­

ity mountaineering and combat boots , the 
approach-type shoe is becoming more 
popular with climbers, outdoorsmen and 
soldiers. For about $35, you can own a 
pair of Inter Footwear's Sierra Lite hikers 
and save your $250 mountain boots for the 
rough stuff. Not only are they some of the 
most practical sQoes you can buy , they are 
also about the most comfortable. With 
tough nylon and leather construction, the 
ankle-high Sierra Lite features steel 
shank, hiking sole and replaceable inner 
sole. Inter offers a complete line of trail 
and approach shoes , some in many colors, 
including camouflage. Find the dealer 
nearest you by contacting Inter Footwear 
USA, Inc., Dept. SOF, 4500 North Star 
Way, Modesto, CA 95356. Phone: (209) 
577-1861. 

GET YOUR MAGS TOGETHER 
Shooters, throw down your duct tape! 

The MagcPac dual magazine holder by 
A.R.M.S. has arrived - the most effi­
cient way yet to keep two magazines 
together on a weapon, providing the 
shooter with more firepower. Don't take 
my word for it - the Mag-Pac is popular 
with combat shooters, police depart­
!I1ents, security personnel and the mili­
tary. Mag-Pacs are available for all .223, 
.308, 7.62mm ComBloc, 9mm SMG and 
Tho!llpson .45 rriagazines for only $12.75 
each. To order, specify weapon and in­
clude $2.00 postage to A.R.M.S., Dept. 
SOF, 230W. CenterSt., W. Bridgewater, 
MA 02379. Phone: (617) 584-7816. 
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by John Metzger 

NEW LIFE KNIFE 
In our April '83 SOF, I showed you the 

original Lifeknife. The improved version, 
called the Commando, deserves some 
more attention . At $49.95, this hollow­
handled survival knife is an excellent 
value. Improvements include a stronger 
440C stainless Seki serrated blade with 
finger-contoured grip, sturd~er sheath 
with attached sharpening-stone pocket, 

NEW 7.62mm BATTLE RIFLE 
Holloway Arms Co. has begun produc­

tion of a new rifle, the Model 7, cham­
bered in 7 .62mm NATO. This gas­
operated semiauto incorporates many ad­
vanced design and human engineering 
features such as a stock set above the axis 
of the barrel to reduce recoil, ambidex­
trous magazine release and charging han­
dle , and reversible safety and bolt release. 

and a liquid-filled floating compass that is 
protected inside the handle. Waterproof 
matches, fishing line, hooks, snare wire , 
needles, thread and wire saw are included 
in the handle. You may not want to use it 
as an everyday field knife , but it 's an 
excellent survival tool to keep in your car, 
pack, boat, etc. For information contact 
Lifeknife, Inc., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 
771, Santa Monica, CA 90406. 

All parts, including upper and lower re­
ceivers , are machined from solid blocks of 
aluminum and steel alloys . The Model 7 
retails for $625 , and is available with var­
ious options , including several barrel 
lengths and folding stock. For more in­
formation contact Holloway Arms Co. , 
Dept. SOF, 3959 W. Vickery Blvd ., Ft. 
Worth , TX 76107 . Phone: (817) 732-
1000 .~ 
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WHEN IT'S A JUNGLE OUT THERE 
(L~terally Qr 9~herwise) 

We were skeptical when our designers told us they 
had come up with something more ~omfortable than 
our T-shirt armor. But they had. In fact ttieir new; cool, 
sleeveless mesh carrier ' is so wearable it really is suit­
able for the tropics (or for an August afternoon be it 
Baltimore, Bec'lUmont or Bombay). ' 

Comfort, of ~ourse, is only one consideration in select­
ing armor. The other is protection. And 'you would be 
fully justified in choosing Silent Partner Tropical armor 
on that basis alone, even if it wasil't the most wearable 
body armor ever built. Like our standard T-~hirt armor, 
which made ,us the envy of theiridustry, the protection 
is provided, front and back, by nine layers of 31 x 31, 
1000 deni'er, Zepel-waterproofed Kevlar 29 .,- the m,a­
terial specifIcally called for by the 'federal s~udy which 
proposed tlie nati<;>nal standard, for police armor. It's 
the best soft armor material there is. And the most 
costly. That's why many manufacturers don't use it. 
We will use nothing else. And we use more of it -
12.5% more -than the federal study recommended 
for a ,standard police vest. 

If you thousands of owners of T-shirt style Silent Part­
ner armor think that sounds a lot like th!3 armor in your 
units, you're right. In fact, all you need to turn your 
armor into ,a Tropical model is a Tropical carrier, avail­
able separately. (See order blank below or your local 
Silent Partner dealer.) 

DEALERS 
Silent Partner would like you to join our large and 
growing international network of dealers and dis" 
tributors. The initial cost is surprisingly low. We 
actually support our dealers in quantity sales, par­
ticularly to police departments. Write today for 
details (on company letterhead, please!) Address 
inquiries to DEALER INFORMATION DEPT. at 
address on order form. 

Rem. 230 gr . .45 ACP FMC 
Velocity: 836 FPS 

No armor layers p,enetrated 

S&W 125 gr .. 38 Spl. Nyclad 
Velocity: 1,001 FPS 
No layers penetrated 

Fed. 123 gr. 9mm Para. FMC 
Velocity: 1,069 FPS 

Three layers penetrated 

W/W 40 gr .. 22 Magnum JHP 
Velocity: 1,210 FPS . 
Two layers penetrated 

Here's a rogue's gallery of rounds recovered from a 
standard nine-layer SILENT PARTNER il'!sert under 
NILECJ test conditions. (A more detailed report, cov, 
ering the full range of rounds tested, c,?mes with your 
armor.) 
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EDITORIAL 
Afghanistan: 
U.S. Missing 
PsyOps Bargai~ 

Reprinted with permission of the Wall Street 
Journal. © 1983. l)ow Jo~es and Co .• Inc. All 
I19hts reserved. 

N IKOLA YRyzhkov. ~ 19-year-old former 
private in the Soviet Army, met the Amer­

ican press 'the other day to explain why he had 
deserted liussian forces occupying Afghanis­
tan. The press qmference at New York's Free­
dom House was remarkable for, the fact that 
Mr. Ryzh"ov was there at all. He and another 
Soviet conscript, Alexander Voronov, ' were 
the first prisoners of the Afghan guerrillas to 
b~ ", released to the West with total personal 
freedom and the first to reach ' the United 
States. ' ' ' 

In an exclusive interview, Pvts. Ryzhkovand 
Voronov had no ,startling revelations about 
"yellow rain" or Russian designs on the Per­
sian Gulf. They did, however, give living proof 
that Soviet soldiers were severely demoral­
b;ed. The two told tales of beatings by senior 
soldiers, of the selling of cooking pans and 
gasoline for cash to buy blue jeans, of the 
shooting of would-be deserters and of wide­
spread use of hashish and opium as escapes 
from the ugly Afghan war. ' ' 

The more significant aspect of their arrival 
In New York meW J>e that finally the U.S. is 
willing to stick its neck out just a little to 
undermine the Soviet occupation of Afghanis­
tan. The U.S. government showed un~xpected 
zeal in giving refuge to the two deserters. By 
contrast, the only Soviet POWs previously re­
leased by the Afghan mujahideen are being 
h~ld by the Swiss. government in virtual intern­
ment under a ~ed Cross-negotiated deal that 
provides for their eventual repatriation. One 
of this group recently escaped to West Ger­
many but so far has been denied asylum, pre­
sumably o~ the ground that no one could be a 
refugee from ' Switzerland. ' 

Russian emigres have worked to free the 
POWs. They 'have hoped that, in addition to 
saving lives, they could make the Soviet 
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occupation of Afghanistan a little more costly 
by encouraging further defections. The wil­
lingness of the Afghan guerrillas to cooperate 
is remarkable considering their earlier dis­
appointments. They feel they were cheated by 
the Red Cross deal, since the Marxist Kabul 
regime reneged on the understanding it would 
release some mujahideen prisoners. But if the 
United States and West Europe will serve as 
havens and if the clandestine pipeline can be 
maintained, Mr. Ryzhkov thinks that as word 
spreads, snowballing numbers of Soviet sol­
diers will be willing to take that way out. 

There are some further low-cost steps the 
U. S. government ought to consider if it's final­
ly wi~ling to take more open measures ~gainst 
the Soviet occupation. Afghan guerrilla 
groups and Russia'n dissidents have been 
working together on a "Radio free Kabul," to 
broadcast both to Afghan natives and Russian 
invaders. The project has been hobbled' by a 
low budget and technical ,problems, but in the 
few places where its FM signals cap be heard, 
it is ', reported to be a tremendous boost to 
Afghan morale. 'In a sure sign of worry, the 
Babrak Karmal regime has been confiscating 
FM radios from Kabul shops. the resistance 
movement now lists ' the establishment of a 
strong mediurn- and short-wave radio very 
high on its want list. ' ' 

The Afghans themselves are doing a lot to 
make the Soviets insecure. Diplomatic cables 
and refugee reports underscore a high point in 
August neglected by much of the press. In it 
coordinated offensive, guerrillas mortared a 
number of targets in Kabul, including the for­
tres,s of Bala Hissar, one of the Soviets' 
strongest positions. The attack sparked a 
mutiny among Afghan government troops in­
side the fort, ' and the fighting with the ,Rus­
sians lasted through the night. 

Western help to the rebels ought to go 
beyond refuge for deserters or help with a 
radio. The guerrillas urgently peed smaUair­
defense missiles and such supplies as boots; if 
the West gave the mujahideen on~-tenth of the 
hardware th~ Soviet Union pumped into South 
Vietnam, the cost of the Soviet occupation 
would be awesome indeed. For some reason, 
even this administration is still apparently un­
willing to go this far. 

There may be some promise, however, in the 
welcome the U.S. has given to Pvts. Ryzhkov 
and Voronov. Ensuring a haven for Soviet pris­
oners who do not want to return helps both the 
prisoners and the Afghan resistance, and the 
wonder is why imy democratic nation should 
hesitate about providing them refuge. ~ 

(For more information on Soviets captured 
in Afghanistan. see SOPs February 1984 inter­
view with two other Russian prisoners of war.) 
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Jack Sullivan is The SpecialiSt. 
Killing is his specialty. His price is as high 
as the risk he takes. But it takes more than 
money to send him 
into action. 

He has his own 
unique brand of 
justice and he dishes 
it out brutally to those 
evildoers beyond the 
law. 

([)SIGNET 
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Put an M-21 sniper rifle or a Kalashni­
kov assault rifle in his hands. Or a Browning 
9mm Power Pistol. Then watch the blood 

and bone explode in 
savage fury. 

The Specialist 
is the toughest hero 
of them all. Read The 
Specialist. Action­
adventure that will 
blow you away. 

_$2.25 
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RHODESIA'S 
HAND-PICKED 

PROFESSIONALS 
Making Do with the Chosen Few 

FORMER Commander in Chief NATO 
Forces in Northern Europe Gen. Sir 

Walter Walker said in 1978 that the Rhode­
sian Security Forces could not " be defeated 
in the field either by terrorists or even a 
much more sophisticated enemy. In my pro­
fessional judgment , based on more than 20 
years ' experience, from lieutenant to gener­
al, of counterinsurgency and guerrilla-type 
operations , there is no doubt that Rhodesia 
now has the most professional and battle­
worthy army in the world today for thi s type 
of warfare. " 

Nothing that happened afterward gave 
him cause to alter this view . The fact was 
that , as an American military observer com­
mented , the Security Forces in the ir encoun­
ters with the Patriotic Front . 'won every 
skirmi sh , every fi re fi ght , every battle. " It 
was an incredible achieve ment for a country 
which did not technicall y ex ist before 1965 , 
which was subject thereafter to mandatory 
sanctions by the United Nations , and which 
had a white population never in excess of 
274 ,000. 

There is no mystery about the reasons fo r 
the Rhodesian success . They simpl y turned 
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by Glen St. J. Barclay 

their liabilities into assets. Lacking any­
thing like the resources or the technology to 
overwhelm the insurgents with con venti on­
al military operations - as had been tri ed 
by the French and the United States in In­
dochina and by the Portuguese in Angola 
and Mozambique - they de liberately se t 
out to out match their opponents on the leve l 
of personal combat. They confronted the 
terrori sts with an army of super-terrori sts 
and beat the m at every tum . 

They did , of course, have unusual human 
resources to draw upon. Few countries can 

have had quite as intense a military traditi on 
as Rhodes ia. A tenth of the entire white 
popul ati on o f the co lony had di ed in the 
Matabele and Mas honaland rebellions o f 
1896-7. Fifteen perce nt of the white popula­
ti o n , the max imum ph ys icall y poss ibl e. 
se rved in World War l. A similar proportion 
enli sted in World War II. Rhodesia pro­
vided more fi ghting men re lati ve to its 
popul ation in both conflicts than any other 
part of the Briti sh Empire and possibly of 
the world . 

This tradition continued a fter 1945 . A 
Rhodes ian Squadron o f the Spec ial Air Ser­
v ic e o pe ra ted in Ma laya durin g th e 
Emergency, and 400 men of the Rhodesian 
African Rifles were se nt to the Suez Canal 
Zone to de fend the Briti sh base there in 
1952. There could scarce ly have been a 
s ingle Rhodes ian family in 1965 in which at 
least one member had not had some ac ti ve 
military experience . 

And it was military experie nce in a very 
special tradition. The Rhodes ians had vir­
tually in vented the tactics and organization 
o f the Co mmando and Range r unit s o f 
WWIl. Their colonial mounted infantry in 
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Black troops of the Rhodesian African 
Rifles were good by anyone's standards. 
Photo: AI J . Venter ' 

No pretense in the field: Rhodesian 
radioman exemplifies no-frills, businesslike 
approach to COIN warfare. Photo: AI J. 
Venter 

the I 890s had been fo rmed into sec tions of 
four , wi th leaders elec ted by the sec tions 
themselves. It was a system which unique ly 
culti vated the individuality of each fighting 
man. It a lso respo nded to the pec ul iar 
Rhodesian temperament. 

Young Rhodes ians not onl y e njoyed a 
high standard of li ving in one o f the heal­
thies t climates in the world . They also, as 
the offic ial hi storian of Southern Rhodesia 
in WWII admitted , " usually exerted plen­
ary powers over some unfortunate native 
piccanin and learned thereby the habit of 
command ." It mi ght have been socially 
reprehensible behav ior and not conduc ive to 
ideal relations between the races, but it was 
excellent preparation fo r exercis ing author­
ity in the fie ld . 

Perhaps a more useful charac teri stic was 
their readiness to learn from the ex perience 
o f others. The c ivil security organization , 
the fa mous British South Afri can Po lice, 
formed a Police Air Wing to deal with urban 
di sturbances in October 1957, alo ng the 
lines o f the Kenya Police Air Wing, de­
veloped during the Mau Mau emergency. 

In September 1961 Sup!. Bill Bailey of 
the BSAP formed a specia lized antiterrori st 
unit, the " Sinoia Commandos," which was 
given official recognition as the Volunteers 
Additional Training Organization or VAT, 
an antic ipati on o f SWA T and other spec ial 
police units. Its members were a ll in their 
earl y 20s, armed with FN rifles and light 
machine guns and tra ined to infiltrate guer­
rilla strongholds aggress ive ly in search­
and-des troy operations . 

An SAS Squadron was formed as part' of 
the Regular Army in January 1964. And in 
November of the same year , 1st Battalion 
Rhodesian Light Infantry was reorganized 
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E CHINK IN OUR 
ANTITANK ARMOR 

This article is reprinted with permission 
from the Armed Forces Journal Internation­
al. It appeared in AFJ's November 1983 
issue. 

WE live in an age of exploding technol­
ogy. When that technology is ap­

plied properly, significant successes can be 
achieved. Unfortunately, it is also an age 
where, with increasing frequency, untested 
theories and poorly conceived concepts are 
spawning many costly failures. 

For better or worse, the U.S. military is 
placing primary reliance on sophisticated 
weaponry to maintain a competiti ve edge. It 
will be for the better if the weapons can do 
the job; for worse, if they cannot. The jury is 
stillo\lt on many ofthese high-tech systems. 
Not because they won't work. Most will. At 
issue is the availability of sufficient technic­
al competence to keep all of them working 
under sustained combat conditions . 
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Eugene, M. (Mike) Lynch, USA, Ret. 
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No single problem has received more 
attention than that of killing ta,*s. Our in­
ventory includes numerous systems de­
signed to accomplish the task at ever in­
creasing standoff ranges. New programs are 
underway to begin the destruction process 
long before the enemy masses for a con­
certed attack . If the scenarios supporting 
these new systems prove accurate, and the 
weapons perform as predicted, the front­
line infantryman will never find himself 
"eyeball-to-eyeball" with a Soviet tank. 

But from what I have seen of these sce­
narios" most are not accurate. Why? Be­
qlUse they are designed to show our so­
phisticated weapons in their best light. In 
the process, they invariably show the e'nemy 
at his worst. Further, they depend upon too 
many things going right for them to suc­
ceed. As history has shown, though, many 
more things go wrong than right in combat. 
The side tqat wins is usually the one whose 
inventory includes the means to overcome 
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the adverse effects of the "wrongs" at the 
point of decision , In Europe, that point will 
have been reached when a Warsaw Pact 
tank faces a NATO infantryman, perhaps at 
sling-shot range. ' 

T\Vo recent conversations brought such 
problems into sharp focus. The first occur­
red during a reunion of my WWII armored 
division, A number of fellow infantrymen, 
veterans of three combat campaigns in 
Europe, joined me in rehashing some of the 
bitter battles we had faced together. The 
second, soine weeks later, involv.ed four 
Korean War survivors at a reunion of our 
1950 "rapid deployment force" - " Task 
Force Smith." 

Although the experiences of these two 
groups were separated by five years and 
thousands of miles, they shared a common 
bond. Both had faced the greatest physical 
and emotional challenge of modem warfilfe 
- that of facing superior tanks with inferior 
antitank weapons. Not many ever qualified 

for this exclusive "club" and lived . Today, 
their ranks have thinned to but a handful. 

This was a generation of soldiers who had 
been raised on fundamentals. These in­
cluded: Don't lie to the troops; know your 
men; know your enemy; weapons don't win 
wars, men do; and an army begins to lose a 
war when the first doughfoot is unable to 
hold his position, Years of combat exposure 
had proven the wisdom of these simple 
basics. As concerned patriots, they wanted 
assurance that today's Army, with the 
added experience of Vietnam, would be 
even more sensitive to their meaning . Sad to 
say, they found otherwise. 

Each reunion had scheduled a senior ac­
tive-duty officer as guest speaker. The 
yeterans looked forward to the presenta­
tions, expecting to receive an honest, in­
depth assessment of the United States ver­
sus the Russians. They also assumed that 
the speakers would provide an impartial cri­
tique of the strengths and weaknesses of the 
present-day Army. Instead, they were ex­
posed to a litany of statistics and percen­
tages, gross claims of weapon and person­
nel superiority, and specious scenarios 
which reduced warfare to one big computer 
exercise. 

Many of these veterans have sons in uni­
form. Others had talked to ex-GIs who had 
recently left the service. Still others were 
familiar with recent articles critical of var­
ious military programs. What the senior 
officers presented did not square with what 
they had heard and read . The contradictions 
were upsetting , 

Since I had been in WWII, Korea and 
Vietnam, and had spent time in R&D as 
well, I became the target of their penetrating 
comments and que~tions . The subject most 
often raised was that of the hand-held anti­
tank weapon. The question most often 
asked was whether the present-day bazooka 
could kill a Russian tank. They were shock­
ed when I answered, "No." 

The thoughtful sessions which followed 
were so unlike the many I had been exposed 
to in Washington. The problems of killing a 
tank were analyzed in depth . .But instead of 
addressing the subject from the weapon side 
alone, as is so often the case in the Penta­
gon, equal emphasis was placed on the role 
of the gunner. In the process, all of today' s 
myths regarding hand-held weapons were 
discussed and dismissed . 

(See p. 37 for a composite dialogue, rep­
resentative of those which took place during 
the session . Present-day antitank "experts" 
may find, it uncomfortable reading.) 

I was disturbed . Nowhere could I see past 
Army experience being reflected in present 
Army thinking, especially as it concerned 
the antitank problem . Somehow the cogent 
observations and personal experiences of 
this dying breed of dedicated soldiers had to 
receive serious consideration. The analysis 
which follows is ;m effort to correct ihis 
shortcoming. 

Before dealing with our front-line anti­
tank needs, it would be worthwhile to deter­
mine why we have not been successful in 
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E CHINK IN OUR 
ANTITANK ARMOR 

This article is reprinted with permission 
from the Armed Forces Journal Internation­
al. It appeared in AFl's November 1983 
issue. 

WE live in an age of exploding technol­
ogy. When that technology is ap­

plied properly, significant successes can be 
achieved. Unfortunately , it is also an age 
where, with increasing frequency , untested 
theories and poorly conceived concepts are 
spawning many costly failures. 

For better or worse , the U.S. military is 
placing primary reliance on sophisticated 
weaponry to maintain a competitive edge. It 
will be for the better if the weapons can do 
the job; for worse, if they cannot. The jury is 
stillollt on many ofthese high-tech systems. 
Not because they won' t work. Most will. At 
issue is the availability of sufficient technic­
al competence to keep all of them working 
under sustained combat conditions. 
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No single problem has received more 
attention than that of killing tanJcs . Our in­
ventory includes numerous systems de­
signed to accomplish the task at ever in­
creasing standoff ranges . New programs are 
underway to begin the destruction process 
long before the enemy masses for a con­
certed attack. If the scenarios ' supporting 
these new systems prove accurate, and the 
weapons perform as predicted, the front­
line infantryman will never find himself 
"eyeball-to-eyeball" with a Soviet tank . 

But from what I have seen of these sce­
narios , . most are not accurate . Why? Be­
cause they are designed to show our so­
phisticated weapons in their best light. In 
the process , they invariably show the e'nemy 
at his worst. Further, they depend upon too 
many things going right for them to suc­
ceed, As history has shown, though, many 
more things go wrong than right in combat. 
The side tqat wins is usually the one whose 
inventory includes the means to overcome 
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the adverse effects of the "wrongs" at the 
pOint of decision . In Europe, that point will 
have been reached when a Warsaw Pact 
tank faces a NATO infantryman, perhaps at 
sling-shot range , . , 

Two recent conversations brought such 
problems into sharp focus. The first occur­
red during a reunion of my WWII armored 
division, A number of fellow infantrymen, 
veterans of three combat campaigns in 
Europe, joined me in rehashing some of the 
bitter battles we qad faced together. The 
second, soine weeks later, involv.ed four 
Korean War survivors at a reunion of our 
1950 "rapid deployment force" - " Task 
Force Smith." 

Although the experiences of these two 
groups were separated by five years and 
thousands of miles, they shared a common 
bond, Both had faced the greatest physical 
and emotional challenge of modem warfare 
~ that of facing superior tanks with inferior 
antitank weapons , Not many ever qualified 

for this exclusive' 'club" and lived. Today, 
their ranks have thinned to but a handful. 

This was a generation of soldiers who had 
been raised on fundamentals . These in­
cluded: Don't lie to the troops; know your 
men; know your enemy; weapons don't win 
wars, men do; and an army begins to lose a 
war when the first doughfoot is unable to 
hold his position . Years of combat exposure 
had proven the wisdom of these simple 
basics. As concerned patriots, they wanted 
assurance that today's Army, with the 
added experience of Vietnam, would be 
even more sensitive to their meaning . Sad to 
say, they found otherwise. 

Each reunion had scheduled a senior ac­
tive-duty officer as guest speaker. The 
:veterans looked forward to the presenta­
tions, expecting to receive an honest, in­
depth assessment of the United States ver­
sus the Russians . They also assumed that 
the speakers would provide an impartial cri­
tique of the strengths and weaknesses of the 
present-day Army. Instead, they were ex­
posed to a litany of statistics and percen­
tages, gross claims of weapon and person­
nel superiority, and specious scenarios 
which reduced warfare to one big computer 
exercise. 

Many of these veterans have sons in uni­
form. Others had talked to ex-GIs who had 
recently left the service. Still others were 
familiar with recent articles critical of var­
ious military programs. What the senior 
officers presented did not square with what 
they had heard and read . The contradictions 
were upsetting. 

Since I had been in WWII , Korea and 
Vietnam, and had spent time in R&D as 
well, I became the target of their penetrating 
comments and que~tions. The subject most 
often raised was that of the hand-held anti­
tank weapon , The question most often 
asked was whether the present-day bazooka 
could kill a Russian tank. They were shock­
ed when I. answered, "No." 

The thoughtful sessions which followed 
were so unlike the many I had been exposed 
to in Washington. The problems of killing a 
tank were analyzed in depth. aut instead of 
addressing the subject from the weapon side 
alone, as is so often the case in the Penta­
gon, equal emphasis was placed on the role 
of the gunner. In the process , all of today' s 
myths regarding hand-held weapons were 
discussed and dismissed. 

(See p. 37 for a composite dialogue, rep­
resentative of those which took place during 
the session , Present-day antitank "experts" 
may find. it uncomfortable reading.) 

I was disturbed. Nowhere could I see past 
Army experience being reflected in present 
Army thinking, especially as it concerned 
the antitank problem. Somehow the cogent 
observations and personal experiences of 
this dying breed of dedicated soldiers had to 
receive serious consideration . The analysis 
which follows is an effort to correct ihis 
shortcoming. 

Before dealing with our front-line anti­
tank needs, it would be worthwhile to deter­
mine why we have not been successful in 
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developing an effective weapon. Although 
many reasons can be cited, I'll limit my 
coverage to three which appear t9 have had 
the greatest impact. . 

• First. We tend to look at war through a 
telephoto lens . Too much emphasis is 
placed on long-range weapon peiformance 
and early engagement. The critical close­
combat phase is viewed as an adjunct or 
seCondary action. Yet the moment of truth 
for a defending force occurs when the 
enemy concentrates his combat power while 
in transition from the attack to the assault. 
This happens at "eyeball" range. ' . 

• S~cond. We have become mesmerized 
by sophisticated weaponry . A preponder­
ance of our analysis is limited to weapon­
versus-weapon compaFisons. Little thought 
is given to the physical and psychological 
factors affecting employment. Thus , the 
weapon takes on a life of its own. By the 
time these factors are identified (often prov­
ing that the weapon should be scrapped), it 
has become the "only game in town. " 

• Third. We are too "big-picture" 
oriented. MOst studies today deal with the 
broadest aspects of war. Seldom are the 
intricacies of execution measured at the pla­
toon and squad level. T~ often, when se­
rious deficiencies are identified, we hear the 
age~old cliche that good leadership will cor­
rect them. But good leadership can only 
b.J1ng out the best in men under stress. It 
cannot overcome the worst · in plans or 
weapons if faIlure is inherent in their de­
sign. 

These practices have led to three as sump­
tiollS which may not prove to l>e valid under 
combat condi~ions: 

. "1. Long-range air-to-surface and sur­
face-to-surface rrllssiles will be the primary 
me~ns of destroying masses of approaching 
enemy armor. 

• 2. Tanks and mounted crew-served 
weapons will be the primary means of 
achieving first-round kills along the line of 
contact. " ' 

• 3 .. Hand-held antitank weapons will be 
a supplementary, last-ditch alternative. 

Such assumptions appear valid if one 
uses the big picture approach. Especially 
when the supporting ' scenarios show us 
doing everything right and the enemy doing 
everything wron'g, But, as experience has 
shown, many factors beyond the planner's 
COntrol come into play. Arid their impact 
can be devastating . 

Three factors are of primary importance 
to military operations; 

, • Weather: This factor affects a military 
command at all echelons . Unpredictable, it 
forces plans to be changed, timetables to be 
altered, and operations to be canceled. It is 
atthe close-combat level that its effects can 
be most encompassing. For it may have an 
adverse impact on the visibility of troops, 
mobility of vehicles, reliability of weapons, 
and flexibility of respoJ.lse. 

• Terrain: This factor always presents a 
challenge. But its imp~ct varies based on the 
depth of the ~tudY. Military history isre­
plete with examples of "big picture" plan-
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ners sending troops into untenable areas . 
Worse, they fail to anticipate the extent to 
which weather can change the characteris­
tics of terrain on a moment's notice. A hard­
surface road can turn into a quagmire within 
minutes. Sadly, to ensure that they will not 
be known as small thinkers ~ i.e., those 
who cannot see the woods for the trees -
planners often issue orders which place the 
infantryman in a position of not being able 
to see the enemy for the trees . 

• The enemy: Perhaps no factor is treated 
more simplistically in our scenarios . If the 
military wants to justify a new and expen­
sive weapon, it makes him lO-feet tall. 
When they want to prove the effectiveness 
of a weapon, he becomes a duck in a shoot­
ing gallery. And whenever they want to 
minimize weaknesses in weapons, tactics or 
strategy, they have him play the role of a 
buffoon, stumbling about the battlefield. 

Make no mistake about it, the Russian is a 
first-class adversary . His current writings 
and supporting arsenal reflect a solid under­
standing of the principles of war and the 
importance of firepower, mobility and 
shock action. Ifhe were to attack in Europe, 
he would throw the book at us . Those sol­
diers whose only war experience was in 
Vietnam would be in for the shock of their 
lives. 

"A good 
commander plans 
for the worst and 

pray~ for the 
best." 

There is nothing more awesome than a 
major armor offensive. Accompanying fire 
support fills the aii with thunder, steel and 
smoke. Defenders quickly lose concentra­
tion and continuity . In a short time their 
efforts are reduced to small, uncoordinated ' 
and often , futile responses. When both 
weather and terrain favor the attacker, his 
advantages accrue rapidly. More important­
Iy , the defender may be denied the use of the 
primary systems upon which he planned to 
base his responSe. 

When these three factors are considered , 
the current list of assumptions becomes 
somewhat suspect. ' 

Restrictions in visibility imposed by 
weather or enemy actions may prevent long­
range surveillance, acquisition and employ­
ment of the air and surface missile systems. 
If this occurs, engagement ranges and times 
would be reduced drastically along the line 
of contact. 

Restrictions imposed by weather and ter­
rain may seriously limit cross-country 
mobility at the most crucial time. 

Restrictions imposed by weather, terrain 
and enemy actions (artillery, missile, air, 
anti-air, etc.) may deny sustained exposure 

and employment of friendly supporting 
weapons in areas of greatest threat. In such a 
situation the commander would be denied 
the flexibility to conduct a cohesive de­
fense. 

There's an old expression: A good com­
mander plans for the worst and prays for the 
best. So let us assume the worst in our 
European scenario and assess the results. 
Applying these debilitating effects to t~at 
arena , a very different combat picture 
emerges . 

An inability to exploit our long-range ac­
quisition and engagement capabilities will 
preclude inflicting significant damage to the 
attacking force before they reach the assault 
positions . 

Tanks and crew-served antitank weapons 
may experience difficulty in moving to fir­
ing positions, and encounter devastating 
counterfire once in position. 

Infantrymen, using accidents of terrain 
for cover and concealment, may be the only 
"mobile" antitank platforms available' to 
deliver fire against the attacking force . 

If all of the above were to occur, then the 
new priorities for employment would be: 

• Hand-held antitank weapons . 
• Tank and crew-served weapons. 
• Air~to-surface and surface-to-surface 

missiles. 
Ironically , this is just the reverse of what 

our " big picture" approach has been advo­
cating . It also challenges the current priori­
ties of antitank weapon develoPfilents. Most 
importantly , it reflects the possibility that 
the very weapons upon which we propose to 
place primary reliance to stop the Russians 
may not be employable during this criticai 
phase . 

Having identified the general nature of 
the problem from an infantryman's point of 
view, we can begin to see the need for a 
hand-held weapon with a total kill capabil­
ity . To preclude repeating past mistakes, 
however, it is necessary to identify the more 
critical employment criteria. 

Basedop Russian experience in WWIl, 
their evolving doctrine and current armor 
inventory, the U. S. antitanker can expect 
the following: ' ' 

• Targets. In the vanguard of a Soviet 
attack will be the first line tanks - the T -64, 
-72 and -80. During the assault phase of an 
attack, it can be assumed that they will be 
highly concentrated on a fairly narrow fron­
tage. They will either be preceded or 
accompanied by supporting infantry . The 
eight-inch-plus frontal armor, together with 
a severely sloping surface, presents a for­
midable defense against penetration. 
Accompanying direct and indirect fire will 
place drastic limits on a gunner's freedom to 
engage. 

• Engagement Ranges. This is a function 
of weather, terrain and enemy actions . 
Under ideal conditions, the maximum range 
of a weapon may be exploitable . In worse­
case situations, where heavy foliage, built­
up structures or' enemy fire limit time or 
range, engagements can occur at less than 
50 meters. ' '. 
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• Types of Shots. This has become a 
controversial subject. Studies based on the 
1973 Arab-Israeli War advocate that flank 
and rear engagements of tanks can be a 
normal tactic for the infantryman. I question 
the soundness of this conclusion. To take a 
conflict out of context, and attempt to trans­
fer your findings to another area of potential 
conflict is extremely dangerous. Even 
worse, plotting hits on tanks without corre­
lating them with the combat conditions 
under which they were obtained is to treat a 
complex problem in a cavalier manner. 

Why doesn't the 
American 

infantryman have 
a weapon that can 

kill a tank at a 
reasonable range? 
The Soviets differ from the Arabs in ev­

ery respect. If they were to launch an offen­
sive into Western Europe, their objectives 
would be encompassing and their execution 
devastating. Under such conditions, front­
line anti tankers would have to engage their 
targets frontally or, at best, from 45 degrees 
to each side. Rapid closure and the protec­
tion of accompanying infantry would deny 
flank or rear shots under all but the most 
ideal conditions . 

Any antitank weapon design involves 
trade-offs and compromises. The greatest 
challenge to the development community, 
though, is to ensure that the trade-offs do 
not include capabilities which should not be 
compromised. To reduce this possibility, 
the veterans were asked to list critical char­
acteristics for a bazooka in descending order 
of importance. Views differed on some of 
the less important items; there was complete 
agreement on simplicity, reliability and the 
first four listed characteristics. Their priori­
ties: 

• Lethality. The primary purpose of an 
antitank weapon is to kill a tank - from any 
angle. This capability must not be com­
promised. 

• Accuracy. To kill a tank, you must first 
hit it. The longer it takes to achieve a suc­
cessful hit, the more vulnerable the gunner 
becomes. Therefore, inherent in this prior­
ity is the need for a first-round hit at max­
imum weapon range. 

• Easy employment. The gunner must be 
able to fire the weapon from both sides of 
the tube. He seldom has a chance to select 
an ideal firing position. 

• Ready availability . This is primarily a 
function of credibility. If an infantryman 
knows the weapon can kill a tank on the first 
hit, he will carry it everywhere. It was rare 
to find a Panzerfaust or an RPG-7 discarded 
on the battlefield. They usually were found 
with the gunner - alive or dead . 
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• Ruggedness . The infantryman's world 
is harsh. Build the weapon to withstand the 
bumps and bruises . 

• Safety . This applies to carrying it 
around the battlefield. From an engagement 
standpoint, only normal precautions apply . 

• Dimensions. The primary purpose of 
the weapon is to kill a multi-ton tank. If it 
can do the job, the infantryman will carry it 
- and find a way to use it. Its dimensions 
are of little importance. From a results 
standpoint, one single-round weapon, 
heavy enough to do the job, will always 
weigh less than several lighter weapons 
needing multiple rounds to achieve the same 
results. Length means little as well. The 
bazookas we gave the Russians in WWIl 
were 54-inches long. A loaded RPG-7 is 
53-inches long. Their successes in combat 
are legendary. 

• Cost. Assuming that the above criteria 
can be met, the infantryman will possess the 
same kill capability as a tank. Under 
adverse combat conditions (as in the Battle 
of the Bulge and Task Force Smith) an in­
fantry company, if properly equipped, can 
achieve the same terminal effect as a tank 
company. The cost differential is obvious . 

• Noise. The decibel level during a tank­
antitank battle is deafening. Bazooka gun­
ners who engaged enemy tanks stated they 
couldn't remember hearing the weapon fire . 
As one stated: "The medics always have 
cotton available ." 

In the past several months, I have come 
full circle. Almost 40 years ago, I stood in 
the doorway of an Alsatian house listening 
to enemy tank engines roaring from within 
the woods to my front. I looked at the 
bazooka (loo yards range) being held by a 
member of my squad. I looked at the 300 
yards of open terrain between the woods and 
our position. I looked at the countless firing 
positions available - but none within 100 
yards of the woods . I looked, I thought, and 
I couldn't come up with a way to even the 
odds . We were outgunned. 

Countless infantrymen before me had 
faced the same challenge and were found 
wanting. Others who followed were no bet­
ter off. All we could do was pray that a 
weapon able to do the job would arrive 
before the inevitable. For me, it happened. 
Others were not so fortunate . 

Today, the same nagging question per­
sists: Why doesn't the American front-line 
infantryman have a weapon that can kill a 
tank at a reasonable range? 

I've tried to provide some of the answers. 
In retrospect, though, they appear to have 
generated still more questions. But this time 
the focus is not on the weapon itself. The 
onus has shifted to those responsible for 
providing it. For despite their enviable rec­
ord of technological successes, a 40-year 
failure still remains on the books. 

The hand-held antitank· need has re­
mained constant over that same 40 years. It 
has been reinforced with the experience of 
countless confrontations - from North 
Africa to Europe to Korea. Unmet, it circles 
like a vulture over every trouble spot where 

Amencan troops stand in the vanguard. 
The need is still simple. The infantryman 

must be able to kill an enemy tank. ~ 

COMBAT VETERANS 
ASK "WHY?" 

by Brig. Gen. Eugene M. (Mike) 
Lynch, USA, Ret. 

Conversations with WWII and Ko­
rean infantry veterans are both reward­
ing and disturbing experiences. They are 
a rare breed of American. Few had been 
highly educated. Most were citizen sol­
diers . Yet all proved their mettle in the 
"devil's arena." Although they had 
served in the armed forces, their primary 
allegiance was never to the government 
or the military . It was to nation, family 
and that small group of comrades who 
had shared the rigors of close combat. 

Casual observers at a reunion of com­
bat veterans are amused and moved by 
the sights. Aging men, embracing with 
tear-filled eyes; uncontrolled laughter 
when humor is drawn from a tragic 
event; firm-set jaws beneath a jowled 
face as the flag passes; stooped frames 
straining to attention as a list of the dead 
is read; gossamer gazes creeping over 
wrinkled faces as the name of a departed 
comrade falls on failing ears; man-boys , 
who once were forced to be boy-men, 
reliving an era of sacrifice and success. 

Having been an 
infantry squad 

leader in combat, 
I saw the price 

you pay for 
mistakes in war. 

Seeing my comrades from the past 
was most rewarding . At the same time, 
though, hearing their concerns for the 
future was most disturbing. I had been 
one of the few citizen-soldiers from that 
group who had gone on to serve in our 
two less successful efforts to "make the 
world safe for democracy . " Therefore, 
while I was a part of the gathering as we 
recounted the past, I found myself apart 
from them as we talked of the future. For 
in many ways, we had parted company 
when that great crusade was over. 

Having been an infantry squad leader 
in combat, I saw the price you pay for 
mistakes in war - and I could never 
forget. As I rose through the ranks and 
went on to other wars, I was appalled by 
the extent to which that "price" was 

Continued on page 88 
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WHITE STAR 
WARRIORS 

Special Forces Discover 
Laos 

by Capt. James M. Perry, USA, Ret. 

N IGHT descended slowly, the moon ris­
ing full and mellow on the dimly-lit 

horizon in the east. It was eerie, almost as if 
God had somehow gotten off His timetable. 
I watched the angry red sun pass over the 
hills toward Bangkok and I remembered the 
sailor's ditty: " Red sky at morning, sailors 
take warning . Red sky at night, sailor's 
delight. " 

It was 10 July 1959, and we were a hell of a 
long way from the sea. I wondered if that 
verse still applied this far inland . My in­
stincts said it did. Tomorrow would be a 
tranquil day. A day of organizing, shaking 
hands and meeting our Lao counterparts . 
The Pathet Lao communists, who were only 
a few hours away, wouldn't dare disturb the 
peace of this lovely day on the Plateau des 
Bolovens in southern Laos. 

We had landed late that afternoon , two 
A-Teams of the 77th Special Forces Group 
(Abn.), Ft. Bragg, all under the command 
of Lt. Col. Arthur D. "Bull" Simons . He 
was 200 miles distant, establishing his C­
Detachment headquarters in the capital city 
of Vientiane . All around the country , other 
A-Teams were setting down simultaneously 
in 14 of the tiny nation ' s 16 provinces. They 
wouldn't go near Samneua or Xieng 
Khouang . Those two provinces had been 
allotted to the Neo Lao Hak Xat (Laos' 
communist faction) in the brief peace that 
followed the war between the Royalists, the 
Neutralists and the Extremists. Our landing 
at this quiet river town of Pakse signalled 
the beginning of the American effort to keep 
the Royal Lao "Iamb from being eaten by 
the Ho Chi Minh tiger." Operation White 
Star was under way. 

Cotter, the radioman , fiddled with the 
frequency for Hanoi's six o'clock news 
broadcast in French. 
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" Les techniciens Americains sont arrives 
en Laos pour la guerre . . . " 

" What war?" we asked ourselves . And 
how had Hanoi gotten the news so fast? 

Operation White Star, which had begun 
at Bragg as White Horse, was one of the 
most carefully guarded secrets on Smoke 
Bomb Hill. The morning I was called to 
marshal at Pope Air Force Base for depar­
ture, I practiced the charade the intelligence 
officers had advised us to . 

" See you at five! " 1 called out as loudly 
as I could, waving to my wife standing ' in 
the door. I turned and walked down the long 
sidewalk, wanting to look back, but not 
daring. I knew she was biting her lip to hold 
back the tears . They had taught her to do 
that in the top-secret dependent's briefing . 

" You ladies have been called here so that 
we may tell you where your husbands are 
going, " said the man from the State Depart­
ment. "Their safety is now in your hands. A 

security leak now could condemn FC-3 to a 
certain death." The briefing had been the 
decision of Col. Donald Blackburn, the 
77th's CO . 

"Yes , tell the wives," he said . " If they 
know where their husbands are going and 
the danger they face when they get there, we 
won't have a leak from them." 

It had been a wise decision . The ladies 
received the information with typical reac­
tion reserved for women who are married to 
Green Berets . My wife, Reba , told me 
about the briefing later. 

" It was sooo secret," she said. " I felt 
like Madam 007 , gettin~ briefed with all 
those vital facts. Anyway, where is Pakse, 
and did you know Mike de la Pena will be 
with you?" What? Someone had jumped 
the gun . No, I didn ' t know where Pakse was 
and no, I didn't know that Mike de la Pena's 
team would be there with me . 

"Where did you get that information?" 1 
asked. 

" The mail sergeant. He was telling us 
how to address our envelopes when we 
write. " . 

"What did he say?" 
" We write you here , to Ft. Bragg. No­

thing else. " 
"Then how in the hell did you find out I' d 

be in Pakse?" 
"The briefing map . Your and Mike 's 

teams were assigned to Pakse." 
"He showed you a briefing map?!" I 

asked incredulously. She nodded. 
"The colonel said it was important we 

knew exactly where our husbands were lo­
cated ." She softened a little, more con­
cerned that I was going off to war. She told 
me about the wife who had broken down at 
the briefing . 

"Your cover story, ladies, should you be 

APRIL 84 APRIL 84 

asked," said the briefing officer, "is that 
your husbands are in the Philippines helping 
the army there chase Hukbalahup guerrillas 
in northern Luzon. " He shuffled a foot in 
discomfort, adding, " .. . that way, if White 
Star takes any casualties , we can discount 
the deaths as the result of some other, more 
distant war. " 

There was a scream from the back of the 
room. "Oh, my God!" Several women 
turned to comfort her. She sobbed into her 
handkerchief. 

"He never told me he was going off to 
war!" 

But, if Hanoi knew and they would so 
boldly announce it on their widely heard six 
o'clock news broadcast, where had the leak 
come from? 

Col. Charles Simpson, in his book, In­
side The Green Berets, (Presidio Press, 
1983) says of the White Star Operation in 
Laos, "Security was so tight that SF troop­
ers who served in Laos in those early days 
are still , as a matter of conditioning, reluc­
tant to discuss their mission there." 

Perhaps that's true of some, but not for 
me. The war in Laos was like the war in 
Vietnam, and at that time very few Amer­
icans knew where either country was lo­
cated. 

"Where in the hell is Laos?" I had asked 
stupidly at the first briefing . Mr. State De­
partment uncovered the map, pointing with 
a finger to a place I thought was a part of 
Thailand. 

"We liken it to an inverted cocked pis­
tol," he said, tracing the "hammer" around 
Phong Saly Province . "But you won ' t be 
going up there. Too close to the Chinese 
border. Besides , " he added, "we've 
already got enough Americans up there to 
worry about. " He waited for the question. It 
came a few seconds later. 

"What Americans?" 
"Dr. Tom Dooley and his little border­

town hospital," he answered. "If anyone 
of your team members goes, it will be your 
medic . " 

"Hey, Roberts! You start Chinese lan­
guage school tomorrow!" 

"Funny, Captain . Very, very funny," 
Roberts growled. 

FC-3 was comprised of 107 officers and 
men , all of us in civvies . We would operate 
as technicians for the Royal Lao Army and 
as such, we would operate in whatever civil­
ian clothing we wanted to wear. They gave 
us a clothing allowance of $300 each, most 
to be spent on clothing, the rest on a person­
al handgun. The day we drew the money, 
there was a race to Fayetteville to snatch off 
the best handguns . 

These , more than anything, were on our 
minds, since we wouldn ' t be allowed to 
carry military weapons in plain sight. I 
chose a used Browning 9mrn Parabellum. It 
wasn't in the best condition , but my armorer 
could fix that. Ninety dollars down and $210 
to go . 

The Bull had authorized the wearing of 
jump boots and issued khaki , provided they 
had no laundry. marks. All my khaki was 
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well used and I turned to clothing issue for 
the new stuff I needed. I spent more pre­
cious dollars for a few gaudy shirts, several 
heavy leather belts, and a Randall knife, a 
thing I've long become accustomed to hav­
ing in the field. 

By the time I got around to a hat and an 
extra pair of boots, I had shot my wad. I 
scrimped on the underwear, though I knew 
we'd get searched for any ID marks later on. 
GI socks and GI shorts went in the bag, and 
GI khakis got their long sleeves and legs cut 
off by my wife . I tried on my civilian attire 
and looked in the mirror. 

God! I looked like a White Hunter just 
escaped from the African bush! I fingered 
the white sidewall airborne haircut. "No 
more haircuts," they had said. "Just hope 
that what you've got grows out before we 
land. " But it didn't. It never did and I was 
much relieved to let the Lao barber cut my 
hair. He didn't know any other way but the 
one they used at Bragg, up one side and 
down the other. 

All of our frantic buying in Fayetteville 
had aroused the curiosity of merchants in 
the know about activities at Ft. Bragg. 

"Where you Special Forces boys a-going 
this time?" some would ask. 

"Lemme see that red shirt," you might 
counter, hoping to avoid the question. 
"Large size." You shrugged it on and was 
it ever bright! 

"Well, you sure ain't going in the field 
with that," the merchant beamed . You 
walked around with an airborne swagger 
and admired yourself in the glass, then 
shrugged off the shirt and pointed to 
another. 

"You're right," you said, laying the red 
shirt on the counter, "maybe you'd better 
give me the green one." 

It went that way from day to day, a little 
here and a little there. Some of the frenzied 
buying alerted the S-2 and he advised the 
Bull to have us slow down. 

" Stagger your buying hours," the Bull 
said. "Get things in different parts of town. 
Word's getting back here that Special 
Forces is doing something strange." He 
looked us over, pointing that accusing fin­
ger at each man in the room. 

"First man blows the cover on this opera­
tion, innocently or not, is going to spend the 
next three years at the North Pole." 

We slowed our buying, but by then we 
had cleaned out the three gun stores in town 
and all the shops that had Randall knives. 
The incidence of automatic weapons not 
working in Laotian high humidity bothered 
us the most. 

"You'll be cleaning them 'til hell freezes 
over," my armorer said. " Sweat, salt, all 
bores, all calibers. Shit! If it was me going, 
I'd settle for a good old S8l,W .38." 

I took his advice and traded my Browning 
back to the dealer. It cost me $10 to boot and 
the gun merchant got back a perfect pistol. I 
had run it through the gun clinic, had it 
Parkerized and its worn-out parts replaced. 
He turned it over and over in his hands, 
critical. 
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"Done ruined this weapon," he said, 
"all this here dull finish. 'Course," he 
actct'ed, " bluing does shine in the moonlight. 
Say!" he asked, "you boys going to war or 
something?" 

There were other things that might have 
tipped our hand. Most of us strong drinkers , 
we now avoided the clubs, fearful too much 
to drink might loosen our tongues . We were 
also seen jogging as a unit down Longstreet 
Road, dressed in civvies, heavy Canadian 
rucks bumping on our backs . Sally Brown 
avoided Jane Doe, whose husband was in 
another C-Team, and Alice Jones quit trad­
ing gossip with Mary Smith. A blanket of 
cool silence descended on FC-3 's final 
hours of activity . 

And then the three C-124 Loadmasters 
bumped to a landing at Pope. They came in 
low, each one in trail, each one shifting to a 
growling new prop setting over the housing 
area at Corregidor Courts. My wife looked 
up from the kitchen table, listening . 

"Sounds like you ' re on, " she said softly. 
We must have blown a little more cover at 

Travis AFB, where we had to hold over for 
several hours while they changed an engine 
on one of the planes . An old friend passing 
through from Okinawa recognized me in the 
coffee shop where all 107 of us were wait­
ing, each of us decked out in our new civil­
ian clothing. 

To all of his inquiries, I insisted that I'd 
been canned from SF and was trying to get 
to Hawaii to start a new life . He sensed our 
cover. Bending over, he jerked a thumb in 
the direction of the others and whispered 
hoarsely, "All them other Green Berets 
fuck up too?" 

And then there was the aircraft crew. 
They hadn't known our final destination, 
nor had they known our cargo. We put it 
aboard in their absence. There were several 
GP bags full of demo and many, many 
rounds of ammo for the two Ml9l9A6 
machine guns. None of it had been declared 
as hazardous cargo. 

Several hours into the flight, we started 
getting out of the last remnants of our mili-

tary clothing. Pistols were clamped on . We 
were "sanitized" by the intelligence officer 
who came along, giving up every shred of 
ID. Photos, letters, dogtags, anything 
which would fix us as just out of Ft. Bragg. 
The crew chief went forward to talk to the 
pilot. 

"Something screwy's going on back 
there," he told the aircraft commander. 
" Them guys are cuttin' the laundry marks 
outta their scivvies!" 

By the time we reached Clark AFB in the 
Philippines, it was obvious that the aircraft 
crews had to be briefed. I sat in on that as the 
Bull gave them the word. 

"You're leaving us at Bangkok," he ex­
plained. "If anyone asks, you dropped us 
off here. If you're the same crew that picks 
us up, I hope to God you've kept your 
mouths shut. A leak now could cause some 
of us to come out in a wooden overcoat." 

The Thai police surrounded our aircraft at 
Dong Muang International, making sure no 
one got near us. But from their menacing 
display of submachine guns, I'd say they 
were making sure that none of us wandered 
out of the area. We bucketed the equipment 
out of the C-124s and stuffed it in Air Amer­
ica C-46s and C-47s . We still had several 
hours in which to fly into Laos, each sepa­
rate aircraft targeted for its own remote air­
strip in that country. 

My team had the C-47 to Pakse, just as 
my wife had told me. Mike de la Pena's 
team came along after I hooted to him from 
the open door. 

"Hey, Mike! Over here! You want'a 
make a liar out 'a the Old Lady?" 

We were being assigned to the Fourth 
Military District, there to train several 
Royal Lao companies in the use of their 
American weapons. I crawled up into the 
cockpit and behind the pilot, Johnny Li . 

"Any chance of flying the right seat?" I 
asked, as I had also asked of the C-124 
crew. 

"You fly a '47?" he wanted to know. 
"I'd like to think I can," Ilaughed. I had 

also said the same thing to the C-124 com-
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mander. They let me fly that monster for 
several hours, fighting the controls all the 
time, until they burst out laughing, no lon­
ger able to keep the secret. The AlC reached 
over and flipped a switch. The plane lurched 
as sensitivity returned and I gained fingertip 
control over the yoke. 

" What the hell did you do?" I asked, 
gentling the lumbering aircraft back on 
course. 

"Aileron booster," he explained. 
"You've been flying without the plane 's 
help. At this rate, we figured you'd be dead 
from exhaustion by the time we reach Wake 
Island . " 

Johnny nodded at the empty co-pilot's 
seat. 

"He needs the break," he said, "but 
before you sit down, point out some con­
trols for me. " 

I identified the flap handle , the gear lev-
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er, the manifold pressure gauges. I put my 
fingers on the magneto switch and the start 
button. I got the seat. 

The co-pilot moved to the small bunk in 
the cabin but not before I handed him back a 
hand grenade and a sawed-off shotgun. 

Li curled it from the corner of his mouth: 
"Grenade's for fishing in the Mekong. 
Shotgun's for potting small game. You'll 
see . " 

The overflight to Pakse was hair~raising 
in itself. I had never encountered such foul 
weather. Li had to constantly change course 
to dodge the thunderstorm activity that hung 
over the vast, green jungle floor below. 
Sometimes we had to bump through it , Li 
white-knuckling the controls. In between 
clouds, he tried to reassure me . 

"Weather out here's like a reluctant vir­
gin!" he yelled over the roar of the engines. 
"She really wants to give you a little bit just 

so's you'll come back!" We hit another 
thick, wet cloud and the bottom fell out. Li 
backed off the throttles and wrestled the 
controls . 

"But," he continued as we shot out ofthe 
other side, "she don't want to be a widow 
before she's a bride!" 

"I don't get it," I said, puzzled. He clen­
ched his thumb and forefinger together and 
shoved them under my nose. 

"Tight," he said, "just like them clouds 
back there. Too much of either one'll give a 
man a heart attack!" 

I put the gear and flaps down. One quar­
ter. Johnny asked for half. I lowered the 
handle to the next notch and we stood more 
up on our nose. The small, black macadam 
strip popped up in front of us from nowhere, 
the equally small town of Pakse nestled up 
beside it. Around its hips rode the swirling, 
red Mekong, its muddy waters turning an 
almost perfect horseshoe before it shot 
south and down into Cambodia. I gave it a 
mile's width at that point. 

Li backed off on the throttles . I rested my 
hand on top of his, ready to assist. His face 
lit up. 

"Hey!" he said, pleased. "You're a 
good co. Maybe we'll fly some more 
together! " 

We were on the ground now and the taxi 
was over. Johnny chopped the throttles and 
shut down. A Lao officer jumped up in the 
cargo compartment and started shaking 
hands exuberantly. 

"Bonjour!" he cried through a double 
row of beautiful white teeth. " Bonjour!" 

De la Pena scratched his head . 
"Damn!" he spat, "French!" 
"Well," I answered, "get on with it. 

Practice your Lao." 
Mike tucked his hands in under his chin 

and broke at the waist. 
"Simbai dee baw, " he said in Laotian. 

"How are you?" 
"Oh?" the officer raised an eyebrow. 

"This is not the supply plane from Legion 
headquarters?" Mike shook his head . 

"No us sommes Americains," he re­
plied. 

"Americains!" the Lao breathed ex­
citedly, hardly believing. Then he ran to the 
door and hooted through a cupped hand. 

"Les Americains ici!" he yelled exci ted­
Iy to those outside the door. "Les Ameri­
cains sont arrives en Pakse!" 

My weapons man pushed his way to the 
door and stared out at the peaceful jungle 
setting. Soon he pulled his head back in and 
turned to me . 

"Shit!" he said, disgusted . "Let's go 
home. Ain't no fucking war here!" 

I rested my hand on the butt of my .38 and 
thought about that as I swung down to the 
ground. 

"Tight," I said to myself, much re­
lieved. War would come rolling across the 
plateau long before we were ready for it, 
and like Johnny Li's comment on the weath­
er, "tight," like a reluctant virgin . 

Too much of either one could give a man 
a heart attack. ~ 
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Text & Photos by Michael Sullivan 

GRIMY, a week-old beard covering his face, 
eyes tired from days without sleep, the . 

Lebanese Army lieutenant sat qUietly on the sofa in 
the lobby of what had been a fashionable hotel. 

Both arms were bandaged, wounded by shrapnel 
from a Soviet 122mm rocket that had killed three of 
his men the day before. The white bandages were 
already filthy with sweat and dirt. 

But despite his wounds, the lieutenant spoke 
calmly about the fighting he and his men were 
locked in with Syrian-backed Druze militias in the 
strategic Shouf Mountain town of Souk el-Gharb, 
just eight miles from downtown Beirut 

'Outside, rocket, mortar, RPG and machine-gun 
fire rained down on Lebanese Army positions 
holding the heights. The "whoosh" of shells passing 
overhead filled the air. The sharp crack-crack-crack 
of automatic weapons echoed up and down the 
ridge. 

But the officers of the Lebanese Army battalion 
holding the ridge, even. during the heaviest shelling, 

calmly discussed the fighting as they sat eating 
oranges on sofas in the lobby of the Hotel Hajjar, 
turned into a temporary HQ. 

Occasionally, one would grab a walkie-talkie and 
speak to junior officers manning the lines, but 
mostly they seemed to be enjoying their first respite 
in three weeks of heavy, and often hand-to-hand, 
fighting. 

"In four days we've taken three miles," said the 
bandaged lieutenant 

Continually, enlisted men shuffled through the 
hotel, carrying M16s, M60s, M79 "bloopers," crates 
of ammo and food. Never, however, were they far 
from their weapons. 

"Today is qUiet," said the bandaged officer, as 
shells hit along the road in front of the hotel. The 
whine of a shell could be heard every few minutes, 
but no one seemed to pay any attention. The day 
before, the ridge had been an inferno as shells hit 
positions at the rate of one a minute. 

The hotel took five direct hits. 



ABOVE: M16-canying Lebanese Army soldier 
wears U_S_-issue Oak jacket during September 
battle with Druze militia in mountains outside 
Beirut_ 

It showed the effects. 
Windows were blown out, tree limbs and lawn 

furniture littered the front, shrapnE;?l-gouged holes 
were jagged in the low garden retaining walls. 

Shell casings littered the grounds. 
But the officer's casual attitude was typical of the 

others gathered around during what many would 
have considered heavy shelling. 

Their battalion had taken and held Souk 
el-Gharb, pushing down the Shouf to cut off the 
Druze positions east of Beirut and Moslem militias in 
the city's southern suburqs. The soldiers now were 
fighting for Kaifoun - another village - in the 
seemingly endless rounds of factional fighting that 
has pitted Moslem against Christian here for 
centuries. 

Their opponents were well-armed Druze 
militiamen, backed by Syria and Palestine 
Liberation Organization dissidents who later would 
turn their guns against Vasser Arafat, holed up in his 
final enclave outside Tripoli. 

Outside the HQ was the litter of war and signs of 
the furious fighting that had swept this ridge. A 
dozen Ml13 APCs lined the main street, sheltered 
by a hillside. The few jeeps, used to race officers or 
badly needed gear where the larger APCs couldn't 
get to, were all pocked with bullet and shrapnel 
holes. 

Hundreds of shell casings from all calibers of 
weapons from M16s to Soviet 23mm guns, littered 
the street, mingled with glass from blown-out and 
shattered windows. Scraps of webbing, no longer 
identifiable, littered the roadway. 

Every shop had been hit in the street fighting, 
shrapnel and bullet holes punched through 
windows, walls and doors. In many homes every 
room was fucked up, furniture overturned, bullet 

WANDERLUST 

Mike Sullivan likes colorful places with strange­
sounding names. 

Vietnam came first. Sullivan was a rifle-squad leader 
of Indian Co., 3rd Bn. , 7th Marine Regiment, in I 
Corps. 

His next port of call combined college with the 
Hawaiian Islands. Sullivan received his B.A. in history 
from the University of Hawaii in 1973. 

For the next five years, Sullivan worked his way 
around the world, first in Africa and then in the Pacific. 
He spent a year on a kibbutz in Israel, another in South 
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RIGHT: One-by-si. and sandbagged Marine 
bunkers in Beirut seemed adequate in 
September '83 but by year's end several 
leathernecks had died when Druze artiUery 
zeroed in_ 

holes everywhere. 
Roads were tom and rutted by artillery, RPG, rifle 

and MG hits. 
The place was a fucking mess. 
Inside the Hajjar Hotel a makeshift first-aid station 

had been set up to treat the wounded. But it was 
just a place for a qUick patch-up; nothing fancy 
could be done on the two mattresses laid out on the 
lobby's tiled floor. The badly wounded were ferried 
down to regular hospitals in Beirut. 

When I first arrived at the hotel a lV cameraman 
was being patched up, hit in the stomach by 
shrapnel from a rocket while covering the fighting 
for Kaifoun. A qUick patch on the wound and a fast 
ride back to town for him. Later in the day British 
troops of the multinational force medevacked the 
wounded cameraman to Cyprus. 

In the lobby soldiers lolled on mattresses dragged 
from hotel beds, cleaning their gear or catching a 
quick nap. Everyone was on the ground floor; the 
upper levels were empty because of the shelling. 

Occasionally a shell would slam in front of the 
hotel with a deafening roar, blowing out more glass. 

As we sat in the lobby, the front of the hotel took 
a direct hit, spraying broken glass and pieces of 
window frame across the entryway. The soldiers, 
used to near-misses and feeling safe inside a 
building, barely looked up. No one was hurt. But 
for several reporters it was more than enough and 
they took the first car back down to the city. Later, 
the major backed his command APC up to the 

Even before November bombing Marines' 
opinion of Beirut position came in loud and 
clear_ 

Africa and two in Rhodesia. 
Next he traveled to Australia where he hitchhiked 

across the western outback and worked on a cattle 
station in North West Australia. He also worked on a 
sheep station in New Zealand. 

Late in 1979, Sullivan institutionalized his itching 
feet by becoming a reporter for UPI. He joined the 
Washington Times staff for the paper's inaugural issue 
in May 1983. 

As a reporter, Sullivan has covered the world's hot 
spots from Afghanistan to Lebanon. This is his first 
on-the-spot coverage for SOF - but we're sure it 
won't be his last. 
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CAB RIDE 
by Michael Sullivan 

Getting to the front in Lebanon isn' t hard: Just hop in 
a cab. 

The only real difficulty in getting to the fighting in the 
Shouf Mountains just east of Beirut was finding a taxi 
driver willing to make the trip and someone to share the 
$225 tab. 

Some cabbies, showing a certain amount of com­
mon sense in a country that has been at war with itself 
for eight years, declined politely when asked if they 
would go to Souk el-Gharb, the scene of heavy fighting 
and shelling between Lebanese government troops 
and Druze militia backed by Syria and dissident PLO 
factions. 

Others, with a smile and a healthy "combat pay" 
add-on, would say, "No problem, hop in." . 

The fare was a flat 1,000 Lebanese pounds, about 
$225. 

Because of the expense, reporters often would ask 
around the lobby of the Commodore Hotel - main 
hangout and temporary home for many - to find 
someone to share the trip and expenses with. Not 
many editors understand a reporter who puts in an 
expense chit for $225 for just one cab ride. 

The cost was steep because the cabbie was in just as 
harrying a poSition as the reporters and photographers 
out to get some good "bang-bang" copy and pictures. 
The driver stood a good chance of getting not only his 
car, but himself, blown away. 

For his $225 the cabbie had to wait - sometimes all 
day despite constant shelling - until the reporter was 
ready to go back to town. While reporters went about 
their business, the cabbie parked his car and waited at 
the Lebanese battalion HQ, a bombed-out hotel. 

Piling into a variety of aging or new taxis, a carload of 
reporters would wind its way from Moslem west Beirut 
where the Commodore was, to the Christian east side 
of town before climbing into the hills. The best taxis, by 
far, were large English cabs with lots of leg and head 

room. But more than likely you would end up in a 
smaller, more-clapped-out vehicle that looked like it 
might not make it around the block, let alone into a war 
zone. 

On one occasion, two carloads had to pile into one 
cab when the second taxi died on the climb into the 
hills. Somehow, the second cab, overloaded and going 
about five mph, made it, although all of us had to get 
out and push at one point. 

After the cab made the climb, it had to pass through 
Christian militia checkpoints and smaller villages on the 
slopes of the Shouf. 

At the checkpOints, tough-looking Christian Pha­
lange militiamen in plain olive-drab uniforms, AK-47s 
and AKMs slung across their backs, would check 
credentials, demanding to see Lebanese government 
and army passes, before allowing the car to pass. 
Often, Lebanese Army troops, invariably also Chris­
tians, would loll nearby, suspiciously eyeing reporters. 

Past the final checkpoint, the road into the Shouf 
became a tortuous, dusty affair fully open to shell fire or 
the random sniper who decided he needed a little 
practice. One network-hired cab took a sniper round 
one day. 

Once clear of the open hillside, the road, barely wide 
enough for one car, snaked its way through several 
small villages. When a Lebanese Army APC was met 
you made sure to get the hell out of its way. The APC 
wasn't about to stop and the soldiers riding atop didn't 
look like they'd be bothered by flattening a carload of 
reporters. 

On the last hairpin curve heading into the main road 
on the ridge was a burned-out APC, the victim of a 
direct hit. At the other end of town was another de­
stroyed APC - both testaments to the fighting on the 
ridge. 

Being downhill, the trip back to Beirut usually was 
taken at full speed. 

The approved driving method was "Let's get the 
fuck out of here as fast as we can" as cabbies careened 
down the Shouf and sped into east Beirut at 80 mph. 
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Wonnded Shi'ite AID .. mUitiaman carries 
AK·47S on patrol in Beirut snburbs. 

hotel's front door to block any shrapnel or a straight 
shot into the lobby. 

For the newly reconstituted Lebanese Army the 
battles for Souk el-Gharb and Kaifoun were a 
heady testing ground. A test they had to win. 

The battalion CO asked again if I wanted to go 
further up the line. When I said yes, he said I could 
hop into the first available APC to get a closer look. 

Ten minutes later, after waving goodbye to the 
major and the relative security of the Hajjar Hotel, I 
was wedged into an APC crammed with crates of 
.50-cal. ammo, an RPG-7, a 60mm mortar and a 
Time Magazine photographer. The driver, who had 
kept the engine running, wasted no time racing 
hell-for-leather up the road. The theory, a sound 
one was the less time in the open, the less likely 
you' were to get your head, ass or any other part of 
your anatomy shot off. 

Not understanding any Arabic except a few swear 
words, I gave the driver and his No. 2 - a 
perpetually smiling teenager with an M16 strapped 
across his back - a thumbs-up sign as we careened 
up the roadway, scattering everyone in the way. 

A few minutes later we came to a screeching halt 
by what used to be a house, but now looked like a 
junk pile. Windows knocked or blown out, 
pro-government signs spray-painted on the walls, 
furniture overturned and strewn about. 

The family that owned the house, like most in the 
two towns, had taken off when the fighting began. 
The Lebanese Army troops didn't seem to have 
looted anything, but the place was a mess from 
having been caught in the middle of a war. 

Scrambling from the APC I was greeted by a 
U.S.-trained first lieutenant who said his name was 
Tony and who commanded the forward pos.itions. 

Like the officers down the road, he was dirty and 
unshaven, having led the point elements for several 
weeks. But also like the other officers, his spirits 
were high as he continued to hold the high ground 
overlooking dug-in Druze tank positions on a 
ridgeline one mile to the east. The artillery and 
rocket rounds were coming from other Druze-held 
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ABOVE: Marine rel .. es in commander's cnpola 
of U.S. _ored vehicle while showing the nag 
in Beirut. BELOW: Overhead cover on Marine 
OP b_ker provides only minimum protection -
wUI not defeat direct hit from 82mm mortar, 
mnch less artillery. 

BIGHT: Good terrorists: PLO moams dead with 
decorated photos in Beirut graveyard. 
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BELOW: Lebanese Army M1l3 APe with 
turret·monnted .50·caliber MG patrols village of 
Soak el·Gharb in monntains near Beirut. 
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positions around the town of A1ey, several miles to 
the north. 

But closer at hand were snipers and machine-gun 
nests dug into Kaifoun and the outskirts of Souk 
el-Gharb. 

Parked in front of the house was another APC, 
used by Tony as a command post. Inside the APC 
was yet another Iieutenant"and the two - equally 
grimy but confident - kept in touch with their men 
via walkie-talkie. In the turret a trooper kept watch 
with the .50-cal. , constantly eyeing the roadway and 
open ground to our south. 

The house and another up the road overlooked a 
half mile of open ground to Kaifoun and the Druze 
positions to the east. 

As Tony outlined the situation, artillery shells and 
rockets continued coming in about every five 
minutes; some hitting less than 100 meters from us. 
With one particu~arly close hit, fragments ricocheted 
off the APC as the gunner qUickly ducked from his 
exposed perch. But the Lebanese just smiled and 
shrugged. 

As in the hotel, Tony and his men seemed to 
take the shellings in stride. 

But on a balcony two soldiers manned a 
sandbagged machine-gun position as they scanned 
the country, making sure to keep a low profile. 
Down the road, exhausted soldiers slept where they 
could to catch up after days without rest. 

One soldier, oblivious to the crash of the shells, 
the roar of the APCs, the tanks trading gunfire, slept 
soundly on a bare mattress - his M16 draped 
across his chest, a rag over his face to keep the flies 
away. 

Across the street and up about 200 yards were 
two more houses manned by the Lebanese. 

We were greeted with a hearty handshake and a 
shouted "Shit, motherfucker," from the officer in 
charge, a 23-year-old lieutenant who had trained at 
Ft. Benning. 

He said he spent his first week with the 
Americans learning how to swear and proudly 
showed off his entire vocabulary in the best 
Airborne fashion as he derided Druze leader Walid 
Jumblatt and his entire family for several 
generations in the most graphic terms. 

The house was like any other on the ridge, blown 
apart. Parked between the houses was yet another 
APC - used by the Lebs as mobile HQs. Ducking 
through one house, stepping over soldiers sleeping 
in stairwells, we cut across back areas, using 
knocked-off shutters as bridges. A little round-about, 
but it kept us out of snipers' cross hairs. 

It was easy to figure out why the soldiers slept in 
the stairwells: They were the most-protected parts of 
the houses. 

To reach the most-forward position - yet 
another destroyed house manned by a platoon -
meant a quick jolting ride in an APC, but because 
of the vehicle's height it would not cover the final 
200 yards. A destroyed APC, a charred and 
abandoned victim of a direct hit, was mute 
testimony to the effectiveness of the Druze gunners. 

We covered the final 200 'yards in a mad dash on 
foot, crouching low and scaling two retaining walls 
to reach our objective. 

Spaced out to let another reporter and Lebanese 
soldiers go ahead, I hugged my cameras to my 
chest and dashed across the dirt road, then angled 
up toward a low retaining wall just below the house, 

There, we helped each other, using a 55-gallon 
drum to reach a gap blown in the wall. Beyond the 
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Sf)I~WEAPONS 

ADPA 
'83 
SOF Looks at the 
Arms of our Future 
Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 

WAR isn't all explosives, 
smoke and small­

arms fire. As slow starts 
showed in World Wars I 
and II, and even Vietnam, if 
the homework hasn't been 
done, field performance is 
going to suffer. The Amer­
ican Defense Preparedness 
Association (ADPA) repre­
sents the people who are 
doing that homework. In 
order to keep America pre­
pared for war - no matter 
how little we want it - the 
ADPA meets to examine 
trends and exchange ideas. 
ADPA's Third International 
Symposium on Small Arms 
met in October 1983 at the 
USMC Development and 
Education Command in 
Quantico, Va. 

Coordinated as usual by 
Col. Paul H. Scordas (USA, 
Ret.), ADPA's director of 
weapons technology, the 
symposium was the largest · 
ever. The 318 participants 
represented Australia, Aus­
tria, Belgium, Canada, Den­
mark, England, France, 
Germany, Israel, Italy, Nor­
way, Singapore, Switzer­
land and all five branches 
of the U.S. military, the FBI 
and the Secret Service. 

The symposium stressed 
the continuing need for 
progress in human en­
gineering and training. The 
specific immediate chal­
lenges of modern small­
arms technology are quite 
obviously to 1) decrease 
the weight of weapons and 
ammunition, lightening the 
load of the rifleman and en­
hancing his effectiveness 
on the battlefield ; 2) im­
prove munitions effective­
ness, and 3) improve 
weapons reliability. 

BELOW: Mini-UZI, only' recently available to law-enforcement and government 
agencies, features 1000 rpm cyclic rate. CENTER: Ultimax 100 S.S6mm NATO 

SAW fires ' .....,.,...,.,...-----------------!;; 
400-600 rpm 

from 60- or 
100-rd. drums. 
Long travel of 

bolt carrier 
reduces recoil of 

10.S-lb. MG. 
BOTTOM: Far 

from machismo, 
Steyr rep fires 
AUG full-auto 

from chin in 
demo of low 

counter-recoil 
and nonexistent 

muzzle climb. 
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One of the more interest­
ing responses to these de­
mands is the Olin/HK Close 
Assault Weapon System 
(CAWS). CAWS represents 
an impressive attempt to 
fu lfill the Mission Essential 
Need Statement for a mod­
ern fighting shotgun, based 
on British studies in Malaya 
and U.S. experience in 
Vietnam. With a design phi­
losophy that heeded no 
previous constraints, the 
Olin Corp. first developed 
the ammunition, then Heck­
ler & Koch created the 
weapon. The 3-inch 12-
gauge belted brass case 
cannot be used in conven­
tional weapons (although 
the HK gun will accept 
commercial 12-ga. ammuni­
tion) . Eight .36-caliber pel­
lets make up the 000 Buck 
load with an effective com­
bat range out to 150 
meters. A 20-flechette-per­
cartridge load offers steel­
plate penetration. 
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The weapon itself -
more than vaguely reminis­
cent of the G-11 caseless 
gun (see SOF's ADPA re­
port in the March '82 issue) 
- is reCOil-operated and 
fires from the closed bolt. 
The plastic body is of bull­
pup configuration. CAWS 
has selective-fire capability 
with a cyclic rate of 250-
300 rpm. It weighs nine 
pounds with an 18-inch bar­
rel and an overall length of 
30 inches. A 10-rd. box 
magazine is used and a 
twist-on choke and sound 
suppressor are available. 
Reversing the cheekpiece 
changes ejection from right 
to left, making it possible to 
fire the weapon left-handed. 
Ambidextrous safety and 
day/night Sights are also in­
corporated in the CAWS. 

The envisioned offensive 
uses are for close assault 
and ambush/counter­
ambush patrols. Defensive­
ly the CAWS can be used 
in security and close com­
bat roles. Unfortunately, no 
prototypes were on hand at 
the symposium for inspec­
tion or firing, nor were any 
photographs available. 

Unveiled for the first time 
was FN's Milo 15 General 
Purpose Heavy Machine 
Gun and its 15mm ammuni­
tion. FN's objectives in de­
velopment of the Milo 15 
were to replace the .50-cal. 
Browning HMG with a com­
paratively lightweight gun, 
surpass the performance 
level of the Com Bloc 
14.5x114mm cartridge and 
compete with the 20mm 
cartridge in performance 
with much lower cost of 
weapon and ammunition. 
Two energy levels were in­
itially examined: a scaled­
up .50 cal. at 35,000 joules 
and a scaled-down 20mm 
at 38,600 joules. As the 

smaller the caliber, the 
greater the penetration at a 
given velocity, the scaled­
up .50-cal. round proved to 
be the better route. Ball, 
tracer, AP steel core, tung­
sten-core APDS (armor­
piercing discarding-sabot) 
and explosive ammunition 
were developed with muz­
zle velocities of 3,360 fps. 
The links are of the push­
through type. 

The gun itself has a num­
ber of unique features. Fir­
ing from the open bolt, it is 
gas-operated. The bolt 
locks on a barrel extension 
and ejection is to the bot­
tom. The barrel is of the 
quick-change type. Feed 
can be changed instantly 
from the ,right- to left-hand 
side without removing the 
belts. The cyclic rate is 700 
rpm. However, the weight 
of the receiver and barrel 
group is 110 pounds (28 

BELOW: Sparks fly from .SO-cal. SLAP as zirconium 
tip marks impact on armor plate. BOTTOM: M2 HB 

fires Norwegian 
Raufoss .SO-cal. 
Multipurpose 
ammo designed 
to defeat 
choppers and 
light armor. 
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pounds more than the 
Browning M2 HB). Although 
it can be mounted on the 

, M3 tripod (which weighs 44 
pounds), a towed ground 
mount has been developed 
which, complete with the 
gun and 200 rounds of 
ammunition, weighs 600 
pounds. The Browning M2 
HB is already almost too 
heavy for use as an infantry 
ground gun. In my opinion, 
28 pounds more is not 
acceptable for the infantry 
ground role. 

Meanwhile, the venerable 
.50-cal. Browning cartridge 
is not quite ready to roll 
over and play dead. A/S 
Raufoss Ammunisjonsfab­
rikker of Norway described 
the Norwegian NM 140 
Multipurpose .50-cal. round 
which has been optimized 
to defeat helicopters and 
light armor and increases 
the lethal effects of the .50-
cal. machine gun signifi­
cantly. Adopted by Norway 
and France, with license 
agreements in Belgium, 
Spain and the United 
States, the exterior con­
figuration is that of the U.S. 

API projectile. However, the 
exterior yields 20 effective 
incendiary fragments com­
bined with a penetrator 
core. Another new develop­
ment, now ready for en­
gineering tests, is the U.S.­
designed 7.62mm NATO 
and .50-cal. SLAP (Saboted 
Light Armor Penetrator) 
ammunition. The projectile 
has a zirconium tip which 
produces a pyrophoric 
effect for a target Signature. 

Now admittedly, FN's 
new 15mm cartridge is 
much more effective 
against Soviet APCs than 
older .50-caliber AP 
ammunition. How it stacks 
up against the new, im­
proved .50-cal. rounds re­
mains to be seen. While the 
weight increase of the Milo 
15 HMG is of small con­
sequence for helicopter or 
vehicular mounting, it de­
tracts from its general-

RIGHT: Latest 
production 5.56mm 

NATO M249 SAW 
features 

longitudinally-grooved 
fore-end and less-obtuse 

pistol-grip angle: the 
finest MG ever placed in 
U.S. inventory. BELOW: 
Suppressed Model 12S 

Beretta SMG. 
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purpose role at the infantry 
level. Finally, are we ready 
to introduce another caliber 
into the already crowded 
supply pipeline? I doubt it. 

Colt Industries displayed 
the M16A2, recently type­
classified by the U.S. Army 
and previously adopted by 
the USMC. In addition to 
the features already de­
scribed (See "Guns, Guns," 
SOF, March '82, p. 35), I 
noted that a cartridge case 
deflector for left-hand 
shooters has been added to 
the rear of the ejection port 
and made integral with the 
upper receiver casting. The 
pistol grip has an additional 
finger swell below the trig­
ger guard. The M16A2 is 
one of the very finest infan­
try rifles in existence and 
represents a significant im­
provement in effectiveness 
over the M16A 1. It should 
serve us well until the turn 
of the century. By that time, 
it is expected that the move 
to case less ammunition will 
occur. 

Much has been made of 
the vast amount of ammuni­
tion expended in Vietnam to 
produce one casualty. Most 
often, this has been laid on 
the doorstep of inadequate 
training procedures. Yet, 
during a presentation on 
the effects on hitting per­
formance by adding a sight 
rib to the M16A1 rifle, Paul 
H. Ellis - an industrial de­
signer from the U.S. Army 
Human Engineering 
Laboratory, Aberdeen Pro­
ving Ground, Md. - stated 

. that the Laboratory's re­
search found that 80 per­
cent of all rifle fire during 
both World War II and the 
Korean War was pointed, 
rather than aimed. The ex­
perimental sight rib in­
creased hit probability in 
pointed fire. Aimed fire 
adds Significantly to the in­
fantryman's exposure time. 

LEFT: Toxic 
fume levels 
less than five 
percent of 
self-powered 
MGs make 
EX-34 Hughes 
Chain Gun a 
top competitor 
in turret or 
cupola 
installations. 
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The instinct to survive is 
strong in all of us, except 
perhaps the armchair gun 
writers who, never having 
felt the heat of battle, are 
warmed by the burning 
winds emanating from their 
mouths. The fact is, when 
large numbers of projectiles 
are flying in your direction, 
pOinted fire will predominate 
and aimed fire will be the 
exception. This is not simp­
ly a personal opinion based 
on my own combat experi­
ence. It is a researched 
phenomenon and the con­
clusion of the Army Human 
Engineering Laboratory 
study, the results of which 
were delivered at the sym­
posium. It behooves small­
arms technologists to con­
tinue the development of 
equipment and techniques 
that recognize this aspect 
of human nature. 

Other topics presented at 
the symposium included 
small arms of the Australian 
Army, night vision goggles, 
optimization of boattails for 
small-arms bullets, the 
effectiveness of depleted 
uranium AP ammunition, 
limited range training 
ammunition, programmable 
fuses for medium-caliber 
shells, declutching feeder 
developments and the M-21 
Meyer Ammunition Module 
Emerson Electric (MAMEE) 
feed and storage systems 
for the GE GAU2B/A 
7.62mm NATO minigun and 
future small-arms require­
ments of the USMC. 

Demonstrated at the fir­
ing range were the GE 
GAU2B/A 7.62mm NATO 
minigun, the Hughes 
7.62mm NATO chain gun 
(EX-34), the Steyr line of 
assault rifles and sub­
machine guns, Beretta sub­
machine guns and pistols, 

Smith & Wesson auto pis­
tols, H&K pistols, sub­
machine guns and rifles, 
Finnish Jati-matic sub­
machine gun, Chartered In­
dustries of Singapore's Ulti­
max 100 SAW, the Galil 
7.62mm NATO semiauto­
matic sniper rifle, the Mini­
UZI submachine gun, the 
M249 SAW, the Hawk En­
gineering MM-1 12-rd. 
40mm grenade launcher, 
the Enfield Royal Small 
Arms Factory's ARWEN 
smoke, gas and grenade 
projector, a variety of im­
proved munitions through 
the M60 GPMG and Brown­
ing M2 HB, and a bevy of 
mortars, grenade launchers 
and antitank rockets. 

The symposium ended 
with an impressive night fir­
ing demonstration put on by 
the USMC. Gen. Hopkins of 
the Marine Corps most apt­
ly summed up small-arms 
technology's raison d'etre 
when he said, "Small 
groups of determined men 
with rifles and machine 
guns still rearrange borders 
and determine the destiny 
of nations - despite nu­
clear weapons." 

Those interested in furth­
er information concerning 
the goals, activities and 
membership requirements 
of the American Defense 
Preparedness Association 
should address their in­
quiries to ADPA, Dept. 
SOF, Rosslyn Center, Suite 
900, 1700 N. Moore St., 
Arlington, VA 22209. ~ 

LEFT: Fired from naval deck mount, Browning .50 demonstrates experimental Saboted Light Armor Penetrator 
(SLAP). LOWER LEFT: GE GAU2B/A double mlnlgun - 12 barrels in all - fires 4,000 rpm of 7.62mm NATO. Fed 
from 3,000 M21/MAMEE feed/s~orage system, remote-controlled guns automatically shut off when cone of fire 

• 
APRIL 84 

might endanger weapon from excessive traverse. 
M158A1 launcher with seven 2.75-inch rockets in each 
pod attached below. BELOW: Adopted by Israeli 
Defense Forces, Galli 7.62mm NATO semiauto sniper 
model with Nimrod 6x40 scope on side mount, 
adjustable cheek-piece, rubber butt-plate, two-stage 
trigger and compensator/muzzle brake. 

LEFT: Developed 
decades ago as 
rlot-control 
weapon, 40mm 
grenade launcher 
Is reborn as MM-1, 
firing 12 of any 
mix from smoke, 
gas, beehive or 
HE ammo 
selection. Inserts 
for 12-ga. are 
available for 16-lb. 
revolver . 
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During Grenada invasion, U.S. Army 
Rangers used USMC CH-46 helicopters for 
assault on Grand Anse .campus because of 
their greater lifting capacity, but next day's 
combat assault on Point Calivigny was made 
in UH-60A Blackhawk helicopters (above). 
The Blackhawk - which can carry 11 
troops, three crewmen and two pilots at 
maximum speed of 184 mph and range of 
373 miles - proved to be one of the best 
performers under fire in Grenada. Photo: 
Jim Graves 

Among other items which 2nd Battalion, 
75th Rangers, found in their gear upon 
return from Grenada was this ZU-23 
antiaircraft gun. The ZU-23mm is one of 
the finest antiaircraft guns in the world. 
Thanks, Yuri. 
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When SOF reported on the liberation of 
Grenada (see "The Grenada Papers, " SOF, 
February '84), we could only print two of 
Rod Hafemeister's reports on the Rangers. 
We're completing his observations now. 
SOF will analyze the intelligence we uncov­
ered on Grenada in a later issue. - The Eds. 
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DA Y 2 (Wednesday morning) found ~he 
U. S. forces in solid control of Point 

Salines airstrip . Several units of the 82nd ' 
Airborne Division had arrived with 105mm 
howitzers , infantry and combat engineers to 
reinforce the 2nd Battalion, 75th Rangers . 
Word was that the Rangers might be ex­
tracted before dark . 

Then the command came down: "Get 
ready for a mission . " 'I he rest of the medic­
al students were still stuck at the Grand 
Anse campus and the Rangers were going to 
have to rescue them . While plans were 
made and logistics coordinated, the men 
checked their weapons and equipment. 
Ammo was redistributed to maximize. fire­
power. 

The Rangers boarded Marine CH-46 heli­
copters late that afternoon at Point Salines. 
The choppers lifted out, swung out to sea 
and headed for the beach at Grand Anse. 

Roaring in at wave-top level, the chop­
pers came over the beach and began receiv­
ing sporadic small-arms fire from the sur­
rounding jungle. One chopper was hit and 
crashed into the surf. One of the Rangers 
described the experience: 

, 'As soon as we hit, the water started 
pouring in. The ramp was about halfway 
down so we started popping the escape 
hatches . One ofthe door-gunners was blast­
ing away with his .50, keeping their heads 
down. The water must have been four-feet 
deep in the chopper. They finally got the 
ramp down and some of the guys got out; the 
rest of us bailed out the hatches . We must 
have been stuck in there about 10 seconds . It 
seemed like a' hell of a lot longer. 
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, 'Some of the guys hung up their rucks in 
the hatch and had to ditch 'em. The lieuten­
ant took some shrapnel or something in the 
foot, but didn't realize it until later. 

"As I waded ashore I heard rounds whist­
ling over my head and I hit the deck. I 
looked up and realized it was an A-6 firing 
up the bad guys . After that we didn't take 
any more fire . 

"As soon as we hit the shore we headed 
down the beach . We ran about 500 meters 
'til we linked up with the rest of the guys , 
and joined the perimeter. Scared the shit out 
of me!" 

Meanwhile, the rest of the Rangers had 
secured the objective. Some cleared build­
ings while others formed a protective corri­
dor for the students . As sporadic , ineffec­
tive fire continued, CH-53 Sea Stallion heli­
copters landed and extracted the students. 

As the last load lifted out, a yellow smoke 
grenade was activated to signal the CH-46s, 
circling offshore, to return for the Rangers. 
They clambered aboard and took off for the 
airstrip. Total time on the objective was 26 
minutes. 

Prior to U.S. Ranger assault on 
Cuban/Grenadian training camp at Point 
Calivigny, target was prepped by AC·l30s 
and carrier·launched air strikes. Substantial 
damage inflicted prevented 
Cuban/Grenadians from offering heavy 
resistance. 

Aerial view of Grenada showing Point 
Salines air field, Grand Anse medical 
campus (behind point, just right of center) 
and St. George's, the capital (at top). 
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Largest number of civilian 
casualties on Grenada came when 
U.S. Navy jet bombed unmarked 
mental hospital at Ft. Frederick 
that shared ridgeline with 
People's Revolutionary Army 
headquarters. The air strike was 
called in to take out guns that 
had downed U.S. helicopter. One 
target was a Russian BTR·60PB 
firing from trees located just 
below hospital (extreme left in 
photo). 

Unknown to the departing Rangers, some 
o f their buddies had been left behind. 
Eleven troopers had moved up the beach as 
flank security and had not realized the ex­
traction was in progress . Their radio was not 
working properly, and in the melee of load­
ing the Rangers from the crashed bird, no­
body realized they were missing. As they 
saw the departing choppers, the II men 
realized they were in trouble . It was getting 
dark and they were isolated. 

Fiddling with the radio, they were able to 
contact a unit of the 82nd Airborne Divi­
sion. They were advised to move west down 
the beach until they linked up with the para­
troopers. Moving quickly and cautiously, 
they started down the beach . 

It was dark when they reached the 
crashed chopper. Just beyond, a line of 
cliffs butted against the sea. Reluctant to 
move through hostile jungle in the dark, the 
Rangers decided to check out the chopper. 
They found three rubber life rafts inside, 
and decided to use them to get around the 
rocks. They inflated the boats and moved 
out, using rifle stocks and helmets as pad­
dies. Almost immediately they realized they 
had another problem . 

Two of the boats started sinking. They 
transferred all of the equipment jnto the one 
functional boat, but that didn't leave enough 
room for everyone . Two Rangers jumped 
into the water, grabbed the boat and started 
to swim along with it. For several hours they 
fought tides and currents , making poor 
headway. 

Suddenly , out of the darkness, the Ran­
gers heard the roar of a CH -4 7 . The chopper 
spotted the boat and started dropping flares 
to mark their location . Soon a patrol boat 
approached and took them aboard . The rub­
ber raft with the equipment was tied off, and 
the troops were taken to the USS Carron. 

Here they encountered "The Mad Ma­
jor. " Some guy wearing sterile fatigues (no 
insignia) with only his gold oak leaf of rank. 
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He immediately became ecstatic at the pros­
pect of having a group of Rangers available. 
He wanted to return to the island with the 
troops and go hunting for Gen. Austin . The 
Rangers were not impressed with his lack of 
an insertion/extraction plan and the dearth 
of intelligence on his target. As tactfully as 
possible, they avoided being comman­
deered by him. 

Next morning, the Rangers were trans­
ferred to another ship. The "Mad Major" 

THE CRAZY 
AMERICANS 
by Jim Graves 

Much about the Americ~ forces who 
landed on Grenada on 25 October 1983 
came as a shock to Grenadians. 

Four years of propaganda had con­
vinced some Grenadians that Imperial­
ists (the term used by the New lewel 
Movement for Americans) were • 'white, 
vicious and evil. " 

Thus, Grenadians were a little sur­
prised when the troops came ashore. 
Quite a number of the Americans turned 
out to be black, and there was not a 
single reported incident of vicious or evil 
behavior. 

Civilian Grenadian casualties were 
light, about 19 according to the best in­
formation available to SOF, and the 
Grenadians seemed to harbor no hard 
feelings about those. 

Two civilians were killed by errant 
shots during the attack on the Cuban 
warehouse at Frequente and 17 civilians 
were killed when an A-7 dropped a 250-
pound bomb on a mental hospital known 
in Grenada as the " Crazy House. " 

The bombing of the hospital was re­
grettable, but understandable under the 
circumstances. The unmarked hospital 
was located only 75 yards from Fort 
Frederick , a People' s Revolutionary 
Army headquarters. Fire from Fort Fred­
erick was responsible for bringing down 
a helicopter on the first day of the battle. 

Gen. Hudson Austin, Defense Minis­
ter and commander of the PRA, is as 
responsible as anyone for the incident. 
Austin had placed a Grenadian flag on 
the hospital to confuse it with the Fort 
Frederick HQ building and had two gun 
poSitions near it: a BTR-60 hidden in 
trees just below the wing that was hit and 
a ZU-23 on the hill on the other side of 
the hospital. Gen. Austin at one point 
had demanded that the staff of the hos­
pital ann themselves. They failed to do 
so, but Grenadians say Austin did re­
lease and ann some of the patients. 

The incident was viewed as unavoid­
able by Grenadians, in general, and even 

. by the hospital staff. One of the nurses at 
the hospital , a U.S. citizen, stated she 
would have done the same thing had she 
been in the soldiers' place. 

was also offloaded; thankfully, the Rangers 
never encountered him again . Around noon 
that day, they returned to the airstrip by 
CH-46. They were greeted by the normal 
harassment given any troopers who suffer a 
break in contact. 

The Rangers figured they were about 
done .. The 82nd was establishing a firm 
hold, the students were safe, their mission 
accomplished. ~ 

Although Grenadians had no trouble 
dealing with the Americans' invasion­
in fact the majority of them, 91 percent, 
were in favor of it - they did have 
trouble understanding American humor. 

On Tuesday, 1 November, the 82nd 
Airborne PsyOps teams were traversing 
the islam! in jeeps and helicopters broad­
casting a "surrender" message taped by 
a former New Jewel Movement leader. 

I was standing in the central market­
place in St. George1s, surrounded by 
hundreds of Grenadians, when a jeep 
pulled up and the U.S. troops started 
playing the message. The Grenadians 
gave me odd looks when I cracked up as 
the intro music blared forth. 

It was Wagner's Ride of the Valkyr­
res. Obviously, the Grenadians hadn' t 
seen Apocalypse Now. 

But the most puzzled Grenadian I saw 
was a lady who was in the process of 
burning her NlM Fourth Anniversary 
T-shirts when she was stopped by U.S. 
paratroops. She knew she wouldn't be 
arrested for possession of the T-shirts, 
but never in her wildest dreams had she 
imagined that American troops would 
pay $7 each for the obsolete T-shirts. 

Navy Publle Affairs petty otIIcer with 
Fourth ADDiversary T-shirt for New Jewel 
Movement. The T-shirts were bastiIy pulled 
out of a fire when Greuadians diseoveted 
Americans would pay top dollar for them. 
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This is the first of a three-part series on 
the insurgencies of Burma's hill tribes: the 
Karens, the Shans and the Kachins. Since 4 
January 1948 when Burma gained inde­
pendence from Britain and established the 
coalition Union of Burma, the government 
has been unable to quell the ethnic insurgen­
cies. The Karens are the second largest 
ethnic group, next to the Burmans, and con­
stitute approximately seven percent of the 
population. - The Eds. 

WHEN the Bunnese Army began its 
long-awaited move against the 

Karen Rebels last June (making strictly 
illegal use of U.S. helicopters in the pro­
cess) , there was a lot of excitement on 
Embassy Row in neighboring Thailand. A 
stunning Bunnan victory was predicted. 

But the prediction was wrong. By the 
time the attack ended , the U.S. government 
had egg on its face and was trying hard to 
keep the details from coming to the attention 
of Congress. Two shiny new Hueys were 
lying in the jungle like crumpled beer cans, 
and the Karens were grinning from ear to 
ear. They had downed both Hueys with a 
homemade mortar. That's right, a home­
made mortar. 

It happened this way . On2June 1983, the 
word went out among foreign military 
attaches and journalists in Bangkok that a 
massive Burmese operation had begun that 
day. The predicted outcome was practically 
universal: This time it was all over for the 
Karens. 

The U.S. Embassy in Rangoon knew that 
the Hueys were involved , but made no pro­
test. On the face of it, this was highly illegal 
because the Hueys were given to Bunna's 
military dictatorship only for use in suppres­
sing opium traffic out of the notorious Gold­
en Triangle, far to the north where the bor­
ders of China, Burma, Laos and Thailand 
come together. The Burmans had given 
their word that the choppers would not be 
used for population control. But everybody 
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ABOVE: Kawthoolei boasts simple but 
effective radio net. Photo: Karen National 
Liberation Army 

RIGHT: Karen HQ Security Company 
wears variety of uniforms, and carry variety 
of weapons. Photo: Ralph Edens 

knew that they were using them anyway to 
suppress the ethnic rebels. 

There had been arguments before con­
gressional committees over the years, point­
ing out that U. S. aid was being abused and 
used to destroy political enemies of Bur­
ma's strongman, Gen. Ne Win. This was 
one reason why the foreign embassies were 
watching the latest campaign so closely. 

Another reason was the dangerous prox­
imity to the Thai border. The Thai govern­
ment maintains good relations with the 
Karen people and their rebel leadership. It 
makes sense. 

The Karens are a well-educated, stable 
ethnic force with British-trained military 
leaders . They are traditionally anti ­
communist and have been strugg lin g 
against Burmese oppression for nearly 40 
years . The Karens control the jungled 
mountains that serve as a buffer between 
Thailand and Burma. They dominate an 
area larger than New England , including 
rich countryside ranging all the way from 
the long southern tail of Burma up to · the 
bridge on the River Kwai , northwest of 
Bangkok, and northward along the Salween 
River to the edge of the Golden Triangle , 
where the wild and beautiful countryside 
comes under the control of a different group 
of ethnic rebels, the Shans . 

The Thais obviously like having the 
Karen buffer zone. The rebels are permitted 
to operate on the Thai side of the border with 
minimal interference. On the other hand , 
Bangkok is traditionally frosty toward Ran­
goon: They have been enemies for centur­
ies . Burmese armies - mounted on war 
elephants - sacked the Thai capital at 
Ayudhaya in the 18th century. Still, despite 
pretenses of neighborliness, periodic skir-
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mi shes erupt between Thai and Burman bor­
der patrols. 

On 2 June, the Burmese Army struck first 
at a remote Karen outpost guarding Naw­
taya Pass at the top of the Dawna Mountain 
Range . This is the only direct route through 
the mountains from the Burman-controlled 
lowlands into a Karen stronghold in a broad 
valley along the Thai border, near the town 
of Mae Sot. 

The Karens have controlled the big , se­
c luded vall ey for decades, successfully 
thwarting all Burman attempts to seize it. It 
is an important part of the Karen rebel na­
tion (which has its own prime minister, 
cabinet, tax structure , school system, teak 
lumber mills, etc.). But this time the small 
Karen garrison at Nawtaya Pass was under­
staffed, reduced to only five soldiers. The 
rest were away on raids against Burman 
garrisons to the west. 

As a result, the Burmese Army was able 
to overrun the outpost, but lost two dead and 
one wounded, while the five rebels retreated 
to the nearest Karen garrison (at Ler Bar Lu 
Kho) where there was another battle . But all 
of this was only preliminary . 

The main Burmese Army force was 
headed for the strategic town of Mawpokey , 
where the chief Karen radio transmitter was 
situated. This town, on the Burman side of 
the border river , has Karen schools and 
mills, plus a hearty export trade to Thailand 
in cattle, teak and minerals. It is close to 
Karen headquarters and symbolic of the 
Karen's success in running a rebel nation 
within a nation. 

Units of the Burmese Army's 44th Light 
Infantry Regiment had the town surrounded 
before dawn on 5 June. One company man­
aged to infiltrate the town in the dark. When 
they were discovered, fighting began . 
There were only 40 Karen soldiers in Maw­
pokey at the time, but as the attack com­
menced , every able-bodied Karen in town 
ran for weapons. The Burmans who had 
infiltrated were driven out. They regrouped , 
forded the river and made their way through 
Thai territory to the Thai village of Mae Tan 
to attack the Karen defenders from behind. 

It was a well-planned operation, sup­
ported by Hueys bringing in howitzers and 
ammunition, and taking out wounded. The 
Karens realized that they were in trouble. 

The first day's battle raged from 0530 
until sundown. The Burmans lost 102 dead 
and 94 wounded. The Karens lost nine 
killed and 18 wounded. Although taken off 
guard , the Karens reacted swiftly. 

Main force units and commando teams 
converged on Mawpokey from every direc­
tion. A battalion of the Karen's 7th Brigade, 
plus the 101 Special Force who were 
rushing to relieve the siege of Mawpokey, 
clashed with Burmese Army elements at 
nearby Pwe Taw Roh, a battle that lasted 
two days . Other battles occurred up and 
down the valley. 

On 9 June, the Burmese Army seemed to 
have the upper hand when seven rebels, led 
by young Saw Law Eh, slipped up to the 
enemy field headquarters on the football 
grounds at Taleka . They were toting a 
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homemade mortar and five rounds of 
ammunition. While they struggled to set up 
the crude mortar, they watched one Huey 
being loaded up and prepared for takeoff, 
while another took on wounded. 

When the first Huey lifted off, Saw Law 
Eh began firing. His first round seemed to 
go astray, and the first Huey was clattering 
off over the tree tops when it suddenly ex­
ploded in midair. His second shot fell on the 
football field and seemed to have been 
wasted. But shrapnel splinters from it tore 
through the second Huey, which by then 
was about 20 feet off the ground. The chop­
per dropped like a stone and sat on the field 
with the rotors turning for about 10 minutes 
before the engine stopped. 

There was nothing visibly wrong with the 
Huey, but a Karen radioman in the group 
heard the pilot say he felt pain over his 
bladder and the co-pilot complain of chest 
pains. Shrapnel had hit them just enough to 
cause panic and keep them from flying out. 
Both pilots seemed unable to move. They 
had to instruct a soldier aboard how to stop 
the engine . 

A third mortar round meanwhile fell on 
the field, but did not explode. The last two 
rounds were expended holding back the 

Burmese Army troops'.charging Saw Law 
Eh's position . The Karens beat a quick re­
treat. 

When the Karens were gone, the Bur­
mans blew up the Huey . Nothing was wrong 
with it, but the only men who could fly it to 
safety were out of commission for the sea­
son. The Burmans did not want to leave it 
for the Karens. The rebels did capture sever­
al howitzers and a large quantity of other 
weapons and ammunition. 

The Burmans were now showing definite 
signs of giving up. The loss of the two U.S. 
helicopters had brought their confidence 
crashing down . They called injet fighters to 
cover their retreat. The Karens were now 
organized and coming in full strength. 
Karen main force units were now ready to 
take on the Burmans , one-on-one . 

On II June, nine days after the battle had 
begun, two battalions of the Karen main 
force engaged the Burmese Army at Taleka, 
killing 60 and wounding 70 before the Bur­
mans finally gave up and withdrew through 
Nawtaya Pass . During the last skirmish, one 
of the Burman jet fighters, a U.S .-made 
AT-33A, was damaged and tried to make it 
back to Pa-an Airbase near the Salween 
delta, but it crashed short of the runway, 

APRIL 84 

Karen dignitaries stand in front of main 
battle tank in 1968 photo. From left to 
right: Prime Minister Saw Than Aung, 
President and Defense Minister Maj. Gen. 
Bo Mya and the late "chief ideologist" 
Mahn Ba Zan. Photo: Sterling Seagrave 
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killing the pilot. 
In all, the Burmans lost 215 dead, 219 

wounded, two Hueys, one jet fighter, sever­
al artillery pieces and large quantities of 
smaller weapons and ammo. The Karens 
lost a total of 18 dead and 26 wounded. The 
Karens captured two French mining en­
gineers - whom they were still holding as 
this article went to press - for exchange. 
What had begun as a major military cam­
paign had turned into a disaster. 

Diplomatic relations between Thailand 
and Burma chilled to a record low for the 
decade. The Thais are famous for their per­
missiveness and tolerance , but this hospital­
ity did not extend to Burmese Army troops 
crossing into Thai territory for a sneak 
attack. 

The most embarrassing result, however, 
was the loss of the Hueys . If they had been 
used successfully, neither the U.S. Embas­
sy in Rangoon nor the one in Bangkok 
would have made a great issue out of their 
illicit .use . There is a good chance that it 
would all have remained buried in classified 
cable traffic to the Pentagon and State De­
partment, with only minor repercussions. 
Americans have learned that it is not fruitful 
to try to slap the Burmans on the wrist. The 

ABOVE: Robert K. Brown approaches 
Karen stronghold, sharing native riverboat 
with Saw Sampson, Karen Minister of 
Foreign Affairs. Photo: Ralph Edens LEFT: 
Karens move men and materiel along jungle 
rivers from Thailand to Burmese bases in 
shallow-draught "Long-tail" boats. "Tails" 
are long steel drive shafts connecting 
propellers with powerful inboard engines. 
Photo: Ralph Edens BOTTOM LEFT: 
Rugged terrain and dense vegetation typify 
most of Karen "Republic of Kawthoolei." . 
Photo: Ralph Edens 

Burmans are tough, independent and highly 
intelligent, with one of the world's oldest 
and most interesting cultures, and an im­
pressive military tradition. They like to do 
things their own way, even if it means 
angering Washington , Peking or Moscow. 

But the fact that the two Hueys were 
destroyed while engaged in an illegal opera­
tion (not to mention one involving penetra­
tion of the Thai border) , caused red faces all 
the way up to the Executive Office Building 
on Pennsylvania Avenue. According to 
sources at the American Embassy in Ran­
goon, the ambassador was " madder than 
hell," and sources at the American Embas­
sy in Bangkok said the embassy staff was 
"whooping it up" with glee. 

The battle of Mawpokey was given lavish 
treatment in Bangkok 's English-language 
and vernacular press . There were amusing 
stories "warning " journalists "not to 
attend" Karen press conferences. The stor­
ies, published at the instruction of the Thai 
government, made a point of stating exactly 
where and when these press conferences 
would be staged. 

As for Congress and the long-simmering 
issue of sending Hueys to Burma for 
"opium suppression ," there was an outside 
chance that this incident would trigger a 
review of U.S. military aid abuses . But only 
an outside chance. After all , who had ever 
heard of these Karen rebels, and who could 
get excited about them when they were not 
called a national liberation front? 

The United States should realize that the 
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struggle fo r Bunna will never be settled 
without the Karens' participation. They are 
the only rebel force close and strong enough 
to hit the Burmans where it counts. This last 
confrontation was not the first time they 
have proved it. 

In August 1948 , just eight months after 
the Union of Bunna became independent 
from Britain , the Karens moved suddenly 
and swiftly to end their quarrel with the 
Burmans. In less than 10 days , Karen forces 
swept across the country , seizing the cities 
of Thaton and Moulmein without firing a 
shot, and closed to within 10 miles of Ran­
goon . The Bunnans were stunned . Counter­
attacks failed to dislodge the Karens from 
the area around the international airport . 

Finally , the Bunnans used a ruse . They 
offered to hold peace talks under a truce 
fl ag. The British ambassador and two other 
diplomats carried the offer to the Karens and 
persuaded them to agree . Reluctantly , the 
Karen leadership entered Rangoon under 
white flags, leaving their troops with strict 
orders not to violate the truce . 

In their absence , Burmese Army units 
raced forward to gain strategic battle posi­
tions. The Karen soldiers watched in fury , 
their orders preventing them from blocking 
this betrayal. 

In the city , the Karen leaders were pre­
pared to negotiate a peaceful settlement. 
But they were astounded to be greeted in­
stead by Burmese demands to lay down 
their arms . Now that the Burmans had 
treacherously gained the upper hand , they 
wanted nothing short of total, unconditional 
Karen surrender. 

The Karens had no choice . Their leaders 
were trapped in Rangoon. Their soldiers 
were without senior officers - surrounded , 
outgunned and outnulJ1bered . 

After staging one of the most stunning 
military campaigns of the postwar years , the 
Kare ns had all owed themselves to be 
duped. Their cause collapsed as quickly as it 
had sprung into motion. The bewildered 
Karen forces straggled back into the hills 
that divide Burma and Thailand , where they 
continue their uneven struggle today, more 
than three decades later. 

Why were these tough , detennined guer­
rilla forces tricked so easily? 

And why does their cause remain tragi­
cally unfulfilled today? 

The truth is simply that the Karens are 
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ABOVE: Evening formation at Karen HQ. 
Photo: Ralph Edens RIGHT: Karen troops 
on training exercise. Continuous training 
over the years helped outnumbered Karens 
repulse better-manned and -trained 
Burmese Army during June '83 surprise 
attack. Photo: Sterling Seagrave BELOW: 
Karen "chief ideologist" Mahn Ba Zan 
(cel1ter) jokes with Karen elders and Karen 
soldier. Photo: Sterling Seagrave 

straight arrows , unable to comprehend the 
duplicity of the Burmans. The Americans 
and British always liked the Karens because 
of their basic honesty - or naivety. 

And herein lies the pathos of their historic 
struggle . 

The Burmans, on the other hand , take 
pride in being able to get around life's obsta­
cles by cleverness, cunning or brute force , 
as displayed so beautifully by George 
Orwell in Burmese Days. They are chann­
ing , witty, artistic, handsome, lazy, full of 
music and laughter - and homicidal ten­
dencies. 

In Rangoon , hit-and-run drivers are often 
murdered by angry bystanders. In the coun­
tryside, young men don ' t think twice about 
ambushing and raping village girls if they 
catch them off guard . Rape , after all , is just 
a strenuous fonn of seduction; and if the girl 

is a Karen , that ' s even better since Karens 
are not Buddhist, but rather Christian -
"eaters of foreign religion." 

Few things are as amusing to Bunnans as 
a tale of outwitting or making fools of the 
mountain people. It does not matter whether 
the victim is Shan, Kachin, Karen , Mon , 
Arakanese , or from one of Burma' s many 
smaller ethnic groups . ,\he Burman always 
sees himself as the fox in a sort of Aesop' s 
fable . 

The Karens came down into Burma 
thousands of years ago , in one of the Mon­
gols ' periodic migrations . Their lore speaks 
of crossing the Gobi Desert from the wind­
swept steppes and forested taiga of Central 
Asia . They still possess relics of their 
ancient script, a written language that no­
body in living memory has deciphered . 

The Karens settled in the fertile lower 
valleys of Bunna, gradually drifting south 
to mingle with the Mon people in the area 
that now includes the Malay Peninsula and 
the southern tails of Burma and Thailand . 

Burma' s geography has ensured its sur­
vival over the centuries. Rugged mountain 
ranges run north and south , blocking con­
quest from India or China . Rich river-fed 
valleys lie between the mountains . The riv­
ers run down from Tibet, and include the 
Irrawaddy and the Salween, two of the 
world 's great ri vers . 

More than a thousand years ago , the Bur­
mans swept down in a migration from the 
Himalayas . They are not Mongols, but 
rather Tibetans, heavily influenced by the 
Hindus of India . 
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The Burmans pressed south and gradual­
ly took over the soft pockets of rich fann­
land in the lower plains ofBunna, replacing 
the ancient kingdoms and pushing the 
Karens and Mons up into the jungles toward 
Thailand . There , the Karens became an 
oppressed minority , preyed upon for centur­
ie s by Burmese armi es mounted on 
elephants . 

Venerable No.4 .303 Enfield rifle and rifle 
grenade are typical examples of weapons 
available to Karens through their normal 
supply channels: capture and black market. 
Photo: Ralph Edens 
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The tide was turned when Britain came 
East in search of empi re . From India , the 
British invaded lower Burma in the early 
1800s and waged a se ri es of Anglo­
Burmese wars to dom inate the ent ire coun­
try. The Burmese monarchy was terminated 
in humility. 

Shrewd Engli sh colonial admini strators 
placed the civil service in the hands of Indi­
an carpetbaggers, who could be trusted to be 
servile . The colonial army' s nati ve troop 
units were composed not of Burmans but of 
Karens. It was typical of the British to 
administer a colony in this way. They rec­
ognized the Karens as fundamentally simple 
people, not given to mischief. 

American Bapti st missionaries, who ar­
rived along with the first Brit ish invaders 
(my ancestors included), also recognized 
kindred spirits and took fast to the Karens. 
Missionary school s and churches sprang up 
like mushrooms , and the Karens eagerly 
accepted fundamentalist Chri stianity . 

Although the Burmese resented foreign 
domination, the Karens were accustomed to 
it. To the Karens, the ruler's character was 
impol1ant - not his national ity. The British 
treated them fairly and rewarded their hard 
work and loyalty. 

On the other hand , the Burmans had been 
brutal overlords, stifling the Karens and 

. jealously excluding them from education or 
government pa'rticipation. So the Karens 
were more than willing to help the Briti sh 
administer Burma, and enjoyed their pro­
tection. Karen officers were trained at Sand­
hurst and gained significant mid-level rank s 

BURMA SCHOLAR 
Few people can write with more au­

thority about Bunna than Sterling Sea­
grave, the sixth generation of his family 
who has lived and worked there. Sea­
grave's father, Dr. Gordon Seagrave, 
ran a missionary hospital in northern 
Bunna on the Chinese border and was 
widely recognized for his work among 
the Bunnese and for his book, Burma 
Surgeon. 

During a brief visit to the United 
States in 1937, Sterling Seagrave was 
born in Columbus , Ohio, but was taken 
to Bunna at age six weeks, where he 
remaine9 until WWII broke out. Sea­
grave's father sent his family to India, 
and eventually the United States, when 
the Japanese invaded Bunna in 1941. 
Dr. Seagrave remained with the British 
Aro1y in Bunna's jungles and became 
the chief medical officer for Gen . Joseph 
W. (Vinegar Joe) Stillwell. 

At the end of' WWII, the Seagrave 
family returned to Burma until civil un­
rest forced them to withdraw to India and 
later the States again. Dr. Seagrave re­
mained in Bunna. Sterling completed 
his education in the United States and 
Venezuela, and traveled in Latin Amer­
ica as a merchant seaman before becom­
ing caught up in the Castro Revolution. 
He was arrested by the Batista secret 
police and spent three days in the 
dungeons of El Principe fortress in 
Havana before being released. 

This experience led him to journal­
ism, and he returned to Cuba to spend 
the last nine months of the revolution in 
the mountains of Pinar del Rio with Cas­
tro's rebel forces. 

He worked for several U. S. newspap­
ers and magazines, including the 
Washington Post and Time in Paris, be­
fore returning to Burma just before his 
father's death in 1965. He was forced 
out of Bunna and his father's hospital 
complex was turned into a military garri­
son by the Bunnese Anny in an attempt 
to control the insurgencies of the hill 
peoples : 

Seagrave stayed in Southeast Asia for 
the next 10 years, where he freelanced 
for Life, Esquire, The Atlantic Monthly, 
Saturday Evening Post, Reader's Digest 
and The Far Eastem Economic Review 
before returning again to the States . H~ 
worked four years for Time-Life Books , 
for whom he authored Soldiers of For­
tune. 

Seagrave is probably best known to 
SOF readers for his 1981 book, Yellow 
Rain (see "In Review," SOF, March 
'82), the most definitive work to date on 
the Soviet use of chemical warfare in 
Southeast Asia. 

Seagrave has just completed a new 
book on China, The Soong Dynasty, 
which will be released by Harper & Row 
in late spring. He lives on a large sailboat 
in Chesapeake Bay. 
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in the Briti h forces. 
On the eve of World War II , the Japanese 

secret serv ice took advantage of Burma's 
internal situation to turn the tables on Brit­
a in. pies arriving as crewmen on Japanese 
ships offered help and tra ining to Burmese 
nationali sts. Thirty Burmese "comrades" 
were smuggled out in freighter bilges for 
military training and political indoctrination 
in Japan, Formosa and Hainan. When Sing­
apore had fallen and the Japanese were 
massed in Siam (the official name of Thai­
land be fore 1939 and from 1945 to 1949), 
their overland invasion of Burma in 1941 
was spearheaded by the Thirty Comrades, 
leading an army of Burmese rabble . 

Unfortunately, the Karens were in the 
path of the invaders. First the so-called 
" Burma Independence Army" and then the 
Japanese Imperial Army had to cross 
through the Karen heartland to get from 
Bangkok to Rangoon. Anybody who got in 
the way was cut down . 

Murder, rape , pillage and arson swept 
through the hills as the Burmans revenged 
themselves upon the Karens. The physical 
atroc ities were imaginative and extreme: 
Ears and breasts were sliced off, genitals 
were skewered , women were impaled. The 
Burmese cutthroats who composed the in­
vasion spearhead were mostly criminals , 
smugglers , dope runners and riffraff who 
had fled to Bangkok to escape the British 
constabulary. 

The poorly prepared British in Burma, as 
in Singapore, were badly routed . Only the 
appearance of William Slim, a British offic­
er , saved them from ignominious defeat. 
Slim staged a fighting withdrawal to India 
that remains one of the great moments of 
World War II . 

In India, Slim rallied his forces, counter­
attacked in the Chin and Naga Hills, and 
caught the Japanese overextended. The car­
nage ended with the British in command and 
the Japanese fleeing back into central Bur­
ma. (Slim ' s Defeat Into ' Victory is a brilliant 
account of the campaign.) 

The Burmese, recognizing the writing on 
the wall , contacted Lord Louis Mountbat­
ten , the supreme Allied commander for the 
China-B urma-India Theater, and offered to 
collaborate against Japan - in return for 
guarantees of independence after the war. 
The British reluctantly agreed . 

During the three years of Japanese 
occupation , the Karens had been totally 
subjugated . But hope reappeared in the 
form of Force 136, the British commando 
operation staged from Kandy, Ceylon (re­
named Sri Lanka in 1948). This infusion of 
British support gave the Karens heart , and 
they wreaked havoc on the Japanese in 
ambushes and sapper operations up and 
down Burma ' s spiny tail. This was the re­
gion of the Bridge on the River K wai - part 
of a Japanese r ai lway from Bangkok to Ran­
goon that was repeatedly cut by Karen sap­
pers . The famous bridge site can still be 
visited easily from Bangkok , and there is a 
strong Karen rebel base nearby at Three 
Pagodas Pass. 

War 's end brought demands on Britain to 
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grant independence to Burma as promised . 
By then Britain had a Labour government 
that was quick to compromise. England had 
its hands full with internal rebuilding , and 
no resources left to fend off independence 
movements in its colonies. 

The Burmese leader, Gen. Aung San, 
who had led the Thirty Comrades from the 
beginning , was a tough , determined liber­
ator. He kept pressure on Britain until resist­
ance collapsed in Whitehall. 

Britain recognized that independence 
could not be granted to the Burmans without 
also granting it to the other ethnic peoples of 
Burma. Otherwise, they would simply be 
turning over rule to one faction, while the 
others were left to fend for themselves. 

The Shans already had a state govern­
ment of their own , so they felt no immediate 
pressure to escape from Burmese clutches . 
The Kachins in the far north were so far 
away that they had little contact with the 
lower Burmans . So they did not demand a 
separate settlement either. 

The Karens had no separate state govern­
ment , and if Burma were turned over to the 
lower Burmans, it was clear to the Karens 

ABOVE: Karen elders from throughout 
Burma met together in historic 1968 
meeting, the first time in over a decade that 
all rebel factions had met together. From 
this meeting emerged united front of all 
revolutionary groups in Burma. Defense 
Minister Bo Mya, who still holds that 
position, is in uniform. Photo: Sterling 
Seagrave LEFT: Karen armorers proudly 
display shop-made rocket launcher (no 
technical data available). Photo: Karen ' 
National Liberation Front BELOW LEFT: 
Nurses and women's auxiliary corps join 
troops in evening formation. Photo: Karen 
National Liberation Front 

what would follow. They initially pressed 
the British not to leave. Then they asked for 
guarantees of internal self-rule. 

The best that Britain could offer was a 
plan that gave the Burmans control of the 
central government, and made vague prom­
ises to the Karens and Qther ethnic minor­
ities . They were assured that they could sue 
for di vorce after 10 years if the B urmans did 
not treat them fairly. Theoretically , they 
could then become independent or establish 
a federation on equal footing with the Bur­
mans. Unfortunately, the Karens and other 
minorities believed these promises . Burma 
became fully independent of Britain in 
January 1948 . 

Tragedy followed. Whether the Burmese 
leader, Aung San, ever intended to live up 
to his promises became a moot point when a 
rival politician had him assass inated . 
Almost the entire independence cabinet 
died in the same hail of machine-gun fire . 

U Nu , a Buddhist teacher, became the 
new Burmese leader. But he was indecisive 
and vulnerable to pressure from unscrupu­
lous generals and politicians . The Commu­
nist Party took advantage of the chaos, and 
staged a widespread uprising . Only a few 
months after gaining its independence, Bur­
ma was plunged into civil war . 

At first , the Karens thought they should 
support the central government. The Bur­
mese Army had many Karen officers, and 
the defense ministry was filled with Karen 
generals. 
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HEART OF DARKNESS 
by Robert K. Brown 

Rain showers hit us intermittently as 
Ralph Edens, myself and a few Karen 
chugged up the muddy Thaungyin River 
that serves as the border between eastern 
Burma and western Thailand. The 
Thaungyin laboriously wound through 
steep jungle-covered granite peaks 
sheathed in gray cotton-candy clouds. 
Ominous silence was broken only by the 
steady throb of the inboard engines of 
our slim long-tail haats. Occasionally 
we passed groups of sullen, staring na­
tives. 

The further we progressed the more 
our sense of foreboding grew: One could 
equate jt with that experienced by Mar­
low as he made his way into darkest 
Africa seeking the mysterious Kurtz in 
Joseph Conrad's Heart of Darkness or by 
Martin Sheen while seeking out Marlon 
Brando in Apocalypse Now. Something 
evil was out there . .. perhaps it was the 
sanctuary of King Kong. 

Several hours after leaving the Thai 
side of the river, we nosed our craft into 
the muddy river bank on the Burmese 
side, climbed up and found ourselves in 
the headquarters of an isolated nation­
state like one of those that Kipling's 
19th-century soldiers of fortune stum­
bled across in their adventures in the 
then-uncharted wilds of mid-Asia. 

The Republic of Kawthoolei (Kip­
ling, of course, would have labeled it 
"Kingdom"); No map or encylopedias 
outline its borders. Its boundaries exist 
only in the minds of its inhabitants and in 

But the Burmese were nervous . Now that 
they had gained power over all of Burma for 
the first time in 150 years, they did not want 
to risk losing it to the communists or to any 
minority group that might take advantage. 
Craftily, the Burmans in the general staff 
engineered the firing of a score of top Karen 
officers, purging the defense ministry of 
Karens . 
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Brown examInes General Do Mya's s~1ess 
steel S&W .38 Special. Such handguns are 
the only perks available to high-ranking 
Karen ofIIc:ers. Photo: Ralph Edens 

a few Karen parqphlets. The names of 
the Karen people - Ba Thin, Bo Mya, 
Ba U Gyi , Saw Law Eh - are as arcane 
as the names of their villages: Mesari, 
Manerplaw, Ler Bar Lu Khe, Maw­
pokey, Pwe Taw Roh, Taleka. 

But instead of the bizarre swords, 
pikes and bows that Kipling's adventur­
ers might have encountered, the Karens 
are armed with M16s, AK-47s, .303 En­
fields and Slmm mortars; instead of 
medieval siege machines, they use a 
homemade rocket system. 

Upon pushing through the vegetation 
lining the rivet, we found a soccer/drill 
field surrounded by thatch-covered, 
open-sided long houses on stilts. We had 
arrived at Manerplaw - the Karen mili­
tary headquarters and location of their 
national government, which housed the 
ministries of defense, education, fi­
nance, foreign affairs, mines, agricul­
ture, and health and relief. 

After being introduced to several of 
the heads of the ministries, brigade com­
manders and the president ofthe Karens, 
Gen. Bo Mya, who is also their minister 
of defense, we settled down to some 
serious conversation over a dinner of -
you guessed it - rice with a few shreds 
of meat and hot sauce to discuss the 
military situation. 

Needless to say, I was taken aback 
when asked by the headquarters com­
mandant to say grace. Not having done 
so in 20 yeat'$, I extemporized some-

Burmese newspapers, controlled by 
politicians, fanned the frenzy against the 
Karens. Karen property was seized on 

. trumped-up ch~rges, and Karen villagers 
and shopkeepers were arrested and beaten, 
while their homes and shops were looted. 

In the field , Burmese military units went 
berserk and massacred many Karen fami­
lies, who were in church observing the 

thing about requesting the good Lord to 
assist us all in the fight against tyranny 
and for liberty. Amen. Then I remem­
bered that, prior to our departure, our 
brieftng officer noted that the leadership 
of the Karen - both military and civil­
~ere Southern Baptists or Seventh Day 
Adventists. 

As we dropped the mosquito netting 
(yes, Virginia, they have some weird 
strains of malaria in Karen country) 
around our thin reed mats that lay on the 
rough board floor of the long house, 
Edens and I observed that this was one" 
if not the only, area of the world where a 
2Oth-centurY adventurer could assist in 
the good fight without having someone 
from the KGB or CIA mucking about. 
Ignored by the rest of the world, the 
Karens have struggled and fought for 
independence and freedom for 3Y2 dec­
ades. 

Blit there's no mere situation here. 
Not that the Karen.s don't want help­
·they do - but their bare-bones treasury 
has no funds for wages - for mercs or 
anyone else. Even the defense minister 
receives only food, clothes and roof -
and bullets. And even if you're willing 
to putup with no pay, don't think you'll 
make up for it with unlimited quantities 
of rice wine or lithesome Karen ladies. 
Because of their religious beliefs, sex 
and sin are out - way out. 

To prove my point, let me quote from 
the pamphlet, Karens and Communism: 
"Non-compliance with . .. moral rules 
and conceptions usually brings calamity 
to the locality. When there are cases of 
immorality, unusual happenings take 
place, such as outbreak of epidemics; 
failure of crops and garden fruits; 
occurrences of accidents, such as doing 
cultivation work; depredations by tigers, 
leopards and bears on cattle, pigs and 
domestic animals and so on. Sometimes, 
even human beings are attacked." 

The remaining time spent in this little 
bit of Shangrila passed with our inter­
viewing additional Karen leaders, 
observing the troops "square-bashing" 
in the British fashion and reviewing the 
Headquarters Security Company. 

What does the future hold for the 
dauntless Karens? Gen. Bo Mya sums it 
up quite simply: "We are determined to 
fight till victory is achieved. Surrender is 
out of the question. The only thing we 
will accept is independence!" 

How does SOF fit into that future? 
We'll be back in Karen country. 

Christmas Eve religious service . The 
Karens reacted to this brutality by launching 
their successful IO-day blitz across Burma. 
Then they made their fatal mistake of trust­
ing the Burmese offer of truce talks. 

A fasci nating aside to the Karen libera­
tion efforts was the attempts by British se­
cret agents to persuade the Karens to secede 
from Burma and set up an independent state 
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called Kawthoolei. Although a Labour gov­
ernment was in power in the United King­
dom, the British secret service and defense 
establishment were still the provinces of 
Conservatives. The loss of Burma by the 
Labour government galled these traditional­
ists, who were determined to regain a por­
tion of what was lost. 

According to the British plan, Kaw­
thoolei would encompass the southern tail 
of Burma, all the way up to Moulmein and 
the Salween River estuary . The western 
boundary of the new state would be the 
Sittang River, just east of Rangoon ; it then 
would range north to include both the Sal ­
ween District and Karenni . 

This proposal would give the Karens and 
the Mons (who have always coexisted 
peacefully) a significant independent na­
tion, with its capital at Moulmein , Burma's 
third-largest city and second-largest seaport 
after Rangoon. Britain would immediately 
recognize the independent state, and pro­
vide it a lifeline by sea with her merchant 
navy and gunboats. 

It was a workable idea . The new state 
would be roughly the size of Panama. It 
would answer the urgent need of the Karens 
and Mons, and give Britain a foothold again 
for trade and transit in the East. 

Unfortunately, the Burmese got wind of 
the plot (which helps explain their patholog­
ical fear of the Karens at the time), and the 
British were not especially effective in car­
rying it out - partly because the plot was 
never approved by the Labour government. 
For example, the British Special Operations 
Executive was to land arms and ammunition 
at Rangoon airport to support the Karen 
forces fighting around the city . But the Brit­
ish got cold feefat the last minute when their 
military mission decided that the Karens 
could not hold out more than 10 days . The 
British arms shipment failed to sho~ , but 
the Karens fought on for 112 days, until 
their betrayal. 

Licking their wounds after the Burmese 
treachery, the Karens did not give up. Soon 
they had trained 10,000 soldiers and 10,000 
paramilitary troops. Karen military strength 
is roughly equivalent to that today, 30 years 
later. 

The Karen forces are organized on a com-
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ABOVE: Karen recruits carry wooden 
replicas of Enfields while they learn 
British-style close-order drill. DI lost left 
hand fighting Japanese in WWII. Photo: 
Ralph Edens 

RIGHT: Karen troops train with light 
weapons. Here, HQ Security Company 
drills with old U.S. 8Jmm mortar. Photo: 
Ralph Edens 

mand chain extending from supreme head­
quarters to command headquarters, divi­
sions, brigades, battalions, companies, pla­
toons and sections . The Karen military 
chief, Maj . Gen. Bo Mya, is a tough, ex­
perienced field commander. 

The Karen civilian government is a paral­
lel organization with Prime Minister Than 
Aung at the helm, and a central committee 
of able Karen elders, including ministers of 
finance, justice, education, mining, health 
and welfare . The annual budget of the 
Karen state, or Kawthoolei, is about $2 
million U. S., although this is an operating 
budget and does not represent the total rev­
enue by any means . 

The area controlled by the Karens is near­
ly as large as the British-proposed state. The 
cities and large towns are still garrisoned by 
Burmese Army units, but this area is still 
primarily a Karen and Mon stronghold. The 
Burmese Army does not operate outside the 
garrisoned towns without risking ambush 
and occasional massacre. 

Out of their stronghold, the Karens and 
their Mon allies export tin, antimony and 
other minerals, and large quantities of Bur­
ma teak - all on an industrial scale. Traders 
move large quantities of Burma gems, in­
cluding the world's finest rubies and sap­
phires, to markets in Thailand. 

Reciprocally, traders take into Burma 
large quantities of dry goods, medicines and 
commodities to be sold on Burma's nation­
wide black market. In a socialist economy 
that resembles Bulgaria's at its worst, Bur­
ma has little to sell in state stores, so most 
residents depend entirely on the black mar­
ket for food and goods . 

From 1962 until 1982, when he stepped 
down in favor of his hand-picked successor, 

Continued on page 101 



USSR'S M75 
GRENADE 

Copycat Technology at Its Best 

THE Soviets take what they want 
from the rest of the world without 

permission, be it territory or military 
technology. The relatively new Soviet 
M75 grenade is an exact duplicate of 
the Austrian Type 73 made by Arges 
Armaturen-Gesellschaft mbH. The 
Type 73 grenade is also 
manufactured by Elviemek SA in 
Athens for the Greek armed forces. 

The Soviet M75 grenade was first 
fielded in Rhodesia in 1979 and 
substantial quantities have turned up 
in Angola. But distribution seems to 
be limited to Africa since none have 
been reported in the Middle East, 
Afghanistan or Central America. 

Grenades have traditionally been 
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Text & Photos by Peter G. Kokalis 

With the M75 Soviets improve the ideal 
hand grenade ... by stealing it and 
avoiding R&D cost. 

grouped into two categories. The 
purpose of the offensive grenade is to 
stun a defender and assault his 
position while he is still dazed. Its thin 
walls produce little shrapnel, but 
contain large amounts of explosive 
filler that cause considerable blast 
effect. They can be safely used by the 
assaulting infantryman without injury 
from his own grenade. 

The defensive grenade was 
originally intended for use by those in 
defensive positions, under protective 
cover, to repel enemy assaults. It is 
designed to produce a large number 

of fragments effective over a 
considerable distance from the point 
of detonation. 

In recent times the distinction 
between the two types has blurred. 
Logistics would, of course, be better 
served if one grenade could meet 
both offensive and defensive 
requirements. The problem has 
always been with the fragments. Early 
cast-iron grenades, such as the U.S. 
Mk2 "pineapple" and Soviet F1, broke 
into dust particles and large 
fragments, which offered poor 
coverage and precluded safe use 
except from protective cover because 
fragments were propelled great 
distances. 
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Side by side, USSR's M75 (left) and F1 represent one of the most advanced and 
one of the most primitive current-issue hand grenades. 

ABOVE: Skin removed reveals plastic 
matrix holding 2,600 steel balls, giving 
M75 terrific killing power from point of 
impact to 10 meters away. 

RIGHT: Longitudinally cross-sectioned 
M75 shows cavity for PETN 
high-velocity explosive and fuse 
assembly. 

An ideal grenade would produce 
100-percent casualties within a five- to 
1 O-meter radius and no casualties 
past 20 meters. No cover would be 
required and the arbitrary 
offensive-defensive distinction would 
no longer exist. 
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Recent emphaSis has been placed 
on designs which employ thin steel 
-outer castings lined with 
square-notched wire, closely wound. 
The fragments produced are uniform, 
travel with uniform initial velocity and 
have a predictable lethal radius. The 

U.S. M61 and M57 grenades are 
examples of this type. 

In juxtaposition to this trend, the 
Soviet M75 grenade makes use of 
2,600 steel-ball pellets, varying in size 
from .086 to .109 inch, set in a plastic 
matrix. Upon detonation, the plastic 
matrix vaporizes and the pellets are 
driven outward at almost 6,000 fps. 
However, because of their shape, the 
balls lose velocity rapidly. Although 
100-percent lethality is assured within 
five meters, by 20 meters velocity has 
fallen so low that the casualty 
capacity is virtually zero: the precise 
performance spread everyone has 
wanted in a hand grenade. 

The outer skin of the M75 is a 
sprayed thermoplastic synthetic with a 
waffle pattern. Overall length with fuse 
is 3.5 inches. Width is 2.2 inches. ' 
Wejght is 12.5 ounces. 

The explosive charge weighs 1.3 
ounces and consists of granular 
PETN (pentaerythritol tetranitrate) 
blended in a small amount of light 
grease sufficient to make it putty-like 
and moldable. PETN is a high-velocity 
explosive of considerable brisance 
(shattering effect) and has a 
detonation rate on the order of 20,000 
fps. It is a white crystalline material 
which melts at 140 degrees Celsius. 
Stable under typical ambient 
conditions, PETN is more easily 
detonated than TNT, requiring only 
0.01 gram of lead azide to initiate 
detonation. The most common use of 
PETN in the United States is in 
Primacord. 

The head of the time-delay fuse 
assembly is plastic to inhibit its travel 
any significant distance from the point 
of detonation. Screwed into the plastic 
head is a metal tube containing the 
igniter cap, delay compound and 
explosive detonator capsule. Time 
delay averages three to four seconds. 
Only one fuse tested so far has gone 
to eight seconds. The spring-loaded 
striker is held clear of the igniter cap 
by the safety spoon. When the spoon 
is released it is thrown clear by the 
striker spring. The spoon is not 
irrevocably detached from the 
mechanism until it has moved through 
more than 45 degrees. It is still 
possible to return it to the safe 
position and reinsert the safety pin at 
any lesser angle. The M75 fuse 
assembly can also be threaded into 
the Soviet F1, RGD-5 and RG-42 
grenades. 

The state-of-the-art Soviet 
M75/Austrian Type 73 is an excellent 
grenade and others will follow in this 
genre (the West German M-DN series 
is more than a little similar). Ivan will 
also continue to take what he wants, 
whenever and wherever he wants. 
After all, he's got the balls - we 
don't. ~ 
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soft sputter of the motor and the turned­
down static of Israel's ~alkie-talkie . (Israel, 
as those who read "Contra Communist 
Cow Roundup" will recall, was the chief of 
peleton, platoon chief, who had con­
ducted the successful cattle snatching.) 
We were acutely conscious of the walkie­
talkie, which was our only connection to 
the rest of the party. We were also very 
conscious of the streak of moonlight that 
seemed to follow us no matter how we 
tried to evade it. Just one tracer bullet 
could turn our boat into a spectacular 
floating funeral pyre. 

We sat spaced apart on the gunwales 
and the guerrillas trained their AKs (ex­
cept Israel, who had a GaJil) on the river 
bank. Their perverse sense of machismo 
was served by exposing themselves to 
enemy fire, but that didn't erase the 
apprehension from their faces. Israel's 
valet, who was mute, was petrified and 
breathing heavily. Just 45 days before, the 
Sandinistas had obligated him to pilot 
their boats and he knew very well that they 
operated in the area. He mustered a trem­
ulous smile when I looked at him, but that 
changed to a look of horror as a badly 
bloated corpse floated by. 

Cruuuunch! We lodged on a sand bar. 
Muttering under his breath, Israel and 
another guerrilla jumped into the waist­
deep water and, after a few uncomfortable 
minutes, pushed us free. But this soon 
happened again. "Puta!" said Israel under 
his breath as he jumped back into the 
water. This time he shoved us loose 
through sheer disgust. 

Even without these delays, our journey 
was taking too long. The Castillo loomed 
ever closer like a glacier of dry ice studded 
with a few Christmas lights. Israel whis­
pered over his walkie-talkie, but nobody 
answered. Any moment now the receiving 
team would flash us in - or so we 
thought. What we didn't know was that we 
had long passed the napping party and 
were advancing through unsecured terri­
tory. 

The ominous calm bewitched me into 
a placid state of fatalism. A string of 
shacks appeared on the southern bank. 
An orange glow emanated from the win­
dow of one. We coasted into a sandy 
niche and disembarked. The fog had 
shifted and we could clearly see the Castil­
lo - a foreboding, big obstacle 800 or so 
meters inland on high ground. We were at 
the periphery of the sprawling town 
named after the fort. From the plaza, 
music reverberated from a juke box like a 
tattoo from a tribal drum. But we knew 
that those men dancing weren't out pa­
trolling. 

Sampson, one of the three Panama­
nians with the guerrilla party, brought a 
frightened campesino from the nearby 
shack. He probably thought the big, black 
Panamanian was Cuban. He certainly 

Guerrilla platoon that author traveled 
with en route to the Castillo. They carry 
AK rifles. 
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to mobilize for Opera­
King at an encamp­

kilo'mel~rs north of the bar­
shelter with 56 

,_._"'. ___ on their way to 
been tipped off 

Sandinistas 

Some ARDE guerrillas made their way 
to the Castillo by horseback rather than 
river. They are armed with AK-47s. 

thought we were Sandinistas. 
"Oh, please don't take my animals," he 

begged. "You said I could keep them." 
"No, no," said Israel in a soothing voice. 

"We . belong to ARDE, the Democratic 
Revolutionary Alliance. Eden Pastora is 
our leader. We are fighting for democracy 
and against communist injustice." 

"Oh, brothers, you must leave," the 
peasant implored. 'The Sandinistas pas­
sed this afternoon. They're all around. 
There's a post only 200 meters from 
here." He pointed upriver. 

"00 we have time for coffee?" Israel 
asked. 

"No, please go. They might catch you." 
Israel told him ARDE was going to 

attack the Castillo soon, and asked him to 
advise his neighbors to flee. We re­
entered the boat and headed back to find 
our missed receiving party. 

The ARDE guerrillas who had stationed 
themselves along the river's banks had 
orders to shoot anything coming down­
stream, so Israel urgently got on the wal­
kie-talkie. There was only static. Things 
looked grim. The men shifted nervously. 
Someone farted. After a couple of kilo­
meters or so (time and distance were 
warped) we saw shadows lurking in the 
mist on the southern bank. We leveled our 
guns at them and steered closer. A light 
blinked. Next to a thick tree, there were the 
silhouettes of three crouching men point­
ing AKs and an RPG at us. Everyone froze. 

"Who lives?!" Israel cried out with re­
straint. 

There was an excruciatingly long 
pause, then a quavering voice replied, "Is 
that you, Israel?" 

"Si! Speak with decision! Puta! Now 
who lives?" 

The guerrilla gave the password and 
whistled. A handful of men popped out of 
their alert positions in the high grass, 
clicked their gun safeties back on and 
helped us disembark. 

"Oh, Boss, please forgive us. We 
almost blasted you," said the regretful 
squad leader. 

"My God!" Israel threw his arms in the 
air and shook his head. "Where's Tadeo?" 
he asked, his voice trembling. 

"I know! " A guerrilla eagerly volun­
tee red to lead us to him, but he promptly 
got us lost in the jungle, where at any 
moment we could stumble into an 
ambush. After recrossing the same 
stream several times and backtracking a 
bit, we tramped into Tadeo's camp, trip­
ping over sleeping insurgents, who awoke 
and cursed us miserably. 

Israel complained to T adeo, "I've never 
been so vulnerable," he said, then re­
counted what happened. Tadeo reas­
sured him, decided to use only one 
82mm recoilless gun and sent us back to 
where we had almost been blown away by 
our own men. 
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It began to rain. I took off my wet 
clothes and boots and lay down in the loft 
of a bam, crowded with my companions. 
Only then did the magnitude of what had 
almost occurred hit me. I thanked the 
good Lord for still being around and in­
tact I remembered the anxious week we 
had spent waiting for this operation to 
begin. The only action then had been div­
ing for the fish killed when Israel had 
thrown a grenade into a school of shad in 
the river, or kicking a deflated soccer ball. 
And we had complained about being 
bored. 

Now, we still had to take that damned 
recoilless upriver again, and we were 
pushing our luck. 

To escape the unrelenting rain, we 
spent the next day under the raised, stilted 
farmhouse. The squad that nearly bush­
whacked us had left and the seven of us 
from Israel's boat were alone. We slept 
and joked around. At the end of July; 
when the mute had been forced to work 
with the Sandinistas, an ARDE squad led 
by Segundo, a 16-year-old, had attacked 
a farmhouse in which the mute and four 
other Sandinistas were sleeping. The 
Sandinistas fled. The mute stayed. The 
Sandinistas had treated him badly and he 
was glad to join ARDE. Segundo joked we 
were returning him. The mute didn't think 
that was funny. 

At about 1300 we heard faint explo­
sions in the distance. One group of guer­
rillas, led by Antonio, had captured two 
Sandinista boats upriver from the Castillo. 
An American farmer was with the 
ambushers. 

"We had been there a good while and a 
couple of small boats passed, but we 
wanted one of those big pontoons of 40 
or 50 Sandinistas," he said in his Illinois 
twang. "Well, then, this boat came by. It 
only had two men, but some honcho was 
all high and mighty on its bow. That just 
tickled us. Damn, we had waited long 
enough. One of our guys with an FAL and 
telescopic sight drilled that fucker and he 
just flew into the water. The other dude 
thought he was smart, and ducked and 
steered blindly. Well, you know what an 
F AL bullet can do against that much alu­
minum." He pinched his ring finger and 
thumb close together. "The boat swerved 
into the bank and his body flopped out on 
the ground. 

"Just at this time," he continued, "a 
boat with about 1 0 Sandinistas had 
rounded the corner and was going for the 
far side. We fired an RPG that landed just 
in front. It must have hurt' em. Anyway, the 
second shot hit the bow and surely 
screwed 'em up. We then machine­
gunned it to mllke certain no one sur­
vived." 

That evening we tensely crossed the 
river with the recoilless gun and rounds. I 
was glad to see Don Domingo awaiting us 
on the northern side. He was small and 
looked every bit the part of the accordian 
grinder he used to be, but there was no 
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one else I would have along if we were to 
have trouble. He knew the area and its 
inhabitants well, was courageous and -
above all - was quick-witted. He had 
already made several hairy recon mis­
sions over the last few days. 

Just after I greeted him, he left, reap­
pearing 20 minutes later with a family en 
route to Costa Rica and several insur­
gents. Oscar's Sebastian Mueller peJeton 
(the platoon named for a pilot killed on 
the Managua air raid) had barged in the 
campesino '5 home, warned of the im­
pending attack and asked for information 
about the Sandinistas. The father ruefully 
told him his pregnant daughter was in the 
town. Oscar replied he couldn't make any 
guarantees, but they'd do their best to 
avoid civilian casualties. The man then 
volunteered crucial information on the 
Sandinistas' whereabouts. 

Tadeo came and the 15 of us carried 
the ordnance up a nearby hill, about two 
k1icks from the Castillo. There we posted 
sentries and had a restless four-hour 

sleep. We stirred awake at about 0445.1 
was damp from the mist and acoJoradiJ/as 
(chiggers) were chewing my balls. It was 
finally 15 September, Independence Day 
- time to celebrate. 

"This is going to be dick!" said a greasy 
insurgent, standing an encased 82mm 
round on his crotch as if it were an enor­
mous erection. The Spanish woman jour­
nalist, the only other reporter with the 
guerrillas, ignored him and sipped the 
coffee Tadeo had heated with his lighter. 

Oscar formed the forward point of our 
attack triangle with 12 men 400 meters 
downhill. We were putting together the 
recoilless gun when he radioed that they 
saw groups of Sandinista regulars (olive­
and-green camouflage), border guards 
(dark-green fatigues) and militiamen 
(brown shirts) bathing in a creek 50 
meters ahead (there was an encampment 
of 60 troops on the other side, according 
to the campesino), and asked permission 
to attack. Tadeo granted it. 

LEFT: Rebels fire B-I0 recoWess gun at 
Sandlnlstas. 

ABOVE: Part of overland platoon that 
was to rendezvous with group of 
guerrillas traveling up the San Juan 
near the Castillo. 

BELOW: ARDE guerrillas display some 
of the 70 "casualties" that Israel's 
grenade left In San Juan River. 

LEFT: Chief of pe/eton Tadeo (left), 
Segundo, Chester and Israel try to 
unjam B-I0 recoWess gun. 

. At 0532 Papi looked at his watch, then 
fired a round from his U.S. M79 grenade 
launcher into a group of four border 
guards. His comrades immediately 
blazed away with their AKs and FALs from 
prone positions (with the exception of 
Oscar, who was standing behind a tree) in 
a $taggered firing line. Buffalo, on a flank, 
rapidly jerked the trigger of his Soviet­
made RPK machine gun: da-daat, da­
daat, da-da-da-da-daat. Sandinistas 
screamed and ran in panic. Moises and 
Santiago pounded the area with a U.S. 
60mm mortar and a Taiwanese 57mm 
recoilless rifle respectively from the other 
point of the triangle 300 meters away on a 
hill 400 meters from ours, then fired 
furiously at the fortress. 

Scores of Sandinistas fell in the water or 
on the bank. The wounded groaned. Thir­
teen-year-old Pitufo's Ml jammed after 
one shot and he was pissed. A Sandinista 
machine gun raked the hillside, mowing 
grass and shredding leaves. It was do or 
die for Oscar's men. Papi rose to the 
occasion. He followed the tracer rounds 
to a clump of bushes and fired his M79 
again. Foliage flew; the machine gun was 
silenced. He then engaged tents, or any­
where shots came from, 19 grenades in 
all. 

But the Sandinistas had just begun to 
retaliate. A heavy mortar coughed up the 
hill. Three or four rounds landed close. 
The blast of one temporarily paralyzed 
Papi. ("It felt like Alexis Arguello [Nicara­
guan junior-welterweight boxing conten­
der and ARDE soldier who had just lost 
the world championship to Aaron Pryor 
on 9 September '83) slugged me in the 
belly," he later said.) He would have prob­
ably been killed had it not landed in mud. 
An RPG exploded near Oscar and his men 
thought he was killed until he popped up 
to call a change in position. His lisped 
voice crackled over Tadeo's radio: 
"Brothers, a rocket almost hit me, yet we 
stay fighting. Free Country or Death!" 

By this time, Israel's men had com­
menced to fire the 82mm recoilless gun. 
Ernesto (the nom de guerre of Pastora's 
18-year-old son - virtually all the rebels 
use pseudonyms) loaded the first shot. I 
got up close with a 50mm lens on my 
camera (the light was too dim for my 
telephoto). Israel aimed the cannon 
through the thick fog at where he thought 
the fortress should be and squeezed hard 
on the stubborn trigger. 

Boom/The impact of discharge knock­
ed me on my ass and I took an eight 
count, momentarily deaf and seeing stars. 
A faint bummm registered in the distance. 
Too long. A .sO-caliber machine gun 
chattered back, but it was too far away to 
seriously threaten us. Israel honed in on it. 
This time the bummm was louder and the 
troc-troc-troc stopped. 

Segundo glimpsed the fortress 
through a brief crack in the fog. "A1I<;>w 

Continued on page 95 
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Text & Photos by Steve Ketcham 

IPse Champ 

Smiths Guns As 
Well As He Shoots Them 

PLAXCO 
COMPENSATORS 

ABOVE: At full recoil, compensator holds 
.45 near target. 
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BELOW: Fine finish and balanced design 
distinguish Plaxco's work. 

I N the world of IPSC competition, 
gadgetry abounds . Many ideas first used 

by the practical pistol crowd have become 
standard for anyone contemplating a com­
bat handgun, whether for everyday carry or 
for matches. 

The latest craze to hit with pistoleros is a 
compensator on the end of the barrel to hold 
down muzzle jump for those fast double 
taps . The idea of a compensator isn't new, 
but practically every one on the market re­
quires radical modification of either slide or 
barrel : changes which interfere with the way 
John M. Browning intended the pistol to 
work . J. Michael Plaxco' s compensator 
doesn't work that way. 

Sponsored by Soldier of Fortune, Mike 
was 1982 IPSC National Champion, winner 
of 1982' s Steel Challenge, and member of 
the IPSC Gold Team that swept the 1982 
and 1983 IPSC World Shoots . In addition to 
his shooting ability, he also happens to be 
one of the hottest young gunsmiths on the 
scene today . The success with his Plaxco 
Compensator-equipped .45 is no fluke . 
Studying the methods other gunsmiths used 
to fasten their compensator devices to the 
muzzle of the .45, Mike found them Want­
ing in several respects . Some compensators 
were fixed with threads that weakened the 
barrel, while others were silver-soldered in 
place and sometimes left the barrel at unde­
sirable times. Unreliability and modifica­
tions that weren't included in the standard 
weapon encouraged Plaxco to make his own 
compensator. . 

The Plaxco Compensator is about 1.2 
inches long . Except for large vents 
machined in the top, it looks much like the 
front portion of the standard slide . Not only 
has he come up with a special attachment 
that doesn't weaken the barrel , the Plaxco 
Compensator mounts in front of the stan­
dard barrel bushing . 

As Mike put it: "Th~' gun was made to 
function with the barrel bushing in place. 
It's worked well this way for many years , 
and I couldn't see messing with success. " 

The weapon used in the testing is my own 
pistol. I did not identify myself as a writer 
when I phoned Mike to ask him about his 
work, I simply questioned him as a prospec­
tive customer. I was treated courteously, 
and all my questions were answered patient­
ly . When I asked him how long for a full­
blown "Buck Rogers" match pistol, I was 
told 16 to 20 weeks. Plaxco delivered on 
time . 

To make a long story short, I ordered the 
kitchen sink installed, and I have never been 

SMOKEY 
Steve Ketcham served four years in the Air 

Force as a sergeant. Twelve years with a state 
police force has prepared him for a second 
career as a weapons writer. A lethal arms 
instructor (he trains municipal police in 
firearms use, riot control and the law of ap­
plication of force), his work has appeared in 
Guns, American Handgunner, Combat 
Shooters Report, Police Product News, Law 
and Order and Survive. 
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happier with the work of a pistolsmith. Does 
all this work? Read on . 

The work is top-notch, at least to the eye, 
and smce the proof of the claims of a 15- to 
20-percent reduction in muzzle flip could 
only be determined by shooting, I grabbed 
100 rounds of Government IPSC loads of 
5.6 gr. of W -W 231 and the H&G 68 200-
gr. SWC, and headed for the nearest patch 
of woods . Using magazines that I had given 
up on with my other custom .45, I was 
surprised to find that any magazine I used in 
the Plaxco .45 fed superbly. 
" As for th~,compensator, I can only say, 

Whoopee! While felt recoil is not re­
duc ed significantly, the muzzle rise 
appeared to .be. almost eliminated. Keep in 
mmd that thiS IS my observation, and what 
seems to work for one shooter won't work 
for another. For me, it works . .. . boy, 
does It ever! 

As for the rest of the weapon, the metal 
checkering is deep and sharp. I checked the 
t?roating, and was surprised to see that very 
lI ttle metal had been removed in the 
polishing. Some custom guns I've seen 
?ave a terrific amount of metal hogged out 
m the throat, and still won't feed anything 
but ball. Bullet shape made no difference in 
the Plaxc~ gun, and any load I put in it got 
shucked lIke Iowa com. Reliability is the 
name of the game, and with close to 1,000 
rounds through my weapon , there has not 
been a single malfunction. 

The compensator can also be fitted to the 
Commander model: The result is a weapon 
no longer than the Government .45 but 
with a significant reduction in muzzle j~mp. 
Were I to carry the shorter weapon for duty 
~se, I would certainly want one of these 
mstalled. It will fit in a standard .45 holster 
although when you purchase the standard 
.45 with compensator installed, you will 
have to wear a holster for a long slide, or a 
~tandard model with open bottom. If you're 
mto IPSC shooting, Rogers Holsters Com­
pany (Dept. SOF, 1736 St . Johns BluffRd 
Jackso~~ille, FL 32216) has designed .~ 
competitIOn holster especially for the Plax­
co-equipped .45 . 

The compensator comes with a five-inch 
barrel for the Commander and a six-inch 
barrel for the. Government Model, and you 
can have It With or without sights installed. 
You can remove the compensator from the 
weapon and plug in your old barrel and 
bushing if you like. You can have the barrel 
fitted and installed by Plaxco for a present 
cost of $300 or you can obtain one of his 
drop-in kits .. Although I . haven't had any 
expenence With the drop-m model a friend 
who is also a cop/gunwriter has b~en using 
one ~ith great success. Cost of the drop-in 
UnIt IS a shade under $200. 

If you're looking for someone to work on 
a .45, I recommend J. Michael Plaxco. I've 
n,ever dealt with a more affable person, and 
I ve never used a smoother-firing .45 . You 
can write him direct at: Dept. SOF, Route 
L, Box 203, Roland Cut-off, Roland AR 
nl~ . ~ , 
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ABOVE: Plaxco - sponsored by SOF -
shot 'em up in Milan as he won '82 IPSC 
National Championship. Photo: W.B. 
Guthrie 

ABOVE: Bushing is visible between Plaxco 
Compensator and slide. Otherwise, 
compensator looks like slide extension. 

BELOW: Rogers' holster for 
Plaxco-modified .45 shows popularity of this 
modification. 

LEFT: Small groups in rapid fire are a 
hallmark of Plaxco-modified .45s: author's 
burst at 25 yards. 
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Cap of A-I Skyraiders, Steve chugged into 
Haiphong Harbor at full power- just about 
140 knots. Combat SAR wasn't very soph­
isticated in those days; the main ingredients 
for success were a gutsy chopper crew and a 
healthy portion of luck. With his doorgun­
ners firing steadily and changing barrels, 
Steve hovered over the Skyhawk pilot as the 
A-Is tried to suppress antiaircraft fire . The 
helo co-pilot chipped in , firing his Thomp­
son out the port window. That's how close 
they were to land. 

The H-3 . miraculously escaped damage 
while the crew watched bright orange trac­
ers curling around the Sikorsky. As soon as 
the downed flier squirmed into the cable­
suspended seat, Steve about-turned and, in 
his own words, "Got the hell out of there . " 

Steve Millikin received the Silver Star for 
that rescue; his crew got DFCs and Air 
Medals. It was noteworthy enough for WaI­
ter Cronkite to cover the episode on the CBS 
Evening News , and that's how Steve's 
family learned of the event. 

CAG Millikin and his crew spared that 
A-4 driver five years in captivity, and re­
turned a combat-experienced aviator to his 
squadron . But not all CISAR attempts en­
ded so happily. In fact, the Navy rescued 
only one-sixth of its downed fliers . 

Post-war data showed that half of all U.S. 
airmen bagged over North Vietnam sur­
vived the shootdown and ejection. But once 
on the ground , 84 percent of the Naval 
aviators were captured. Among Air Force 
fliers " only" 69 percent became POWs . In 
other words, the Air Force rescued pro­
portionately twice as many men as the 
Navy. How to account for the difference? 

Cmdr. Dan Hartley, the outspoken ex­
ecutive officer of HC-9 , addressed that 
question recently. His advocacy article in 
the prestigious Naval Institute Proceedings 
was aptly titled ' 'Keeping Faith With Our 
People . " It has stirred a much-needed 
awareness of current CISAR limitations . 

Hartley noted two factors that complicate 
Navy air rescue ops . Most important, few of 
the players - helo crews, ResCap pilots 
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or downed airmen - were fully trained or 
educated for such work . Second, naval 
aviators exhibited an almost instinctive urge 
to head for the sea. But in Vietnam, as in 
most maritime nations, the shoreline is 
often heavily populated. This demographic 
fact worked against a successful rescue . In 
contrast, Air Force pilots usually headed 
their damaged planes westward , toward 
Thailand. When they ejected they were 
often in remote mountainous areas where 
the terrain , which aided evasion, hampered 
ground search and gave aerial SAR the 
edge. 

The extra time afforded by rough terrain 
was often crucial: Over three-quarters of all 
airmen captured were nabbed within 30 
minutes of hitting the ground. 

Now, over 10 years after U.S. involve­
ment ended in Vietnam, relatively little has 
changed . Helicopter SAR units have all but 
disappeared in the peacetime Navy, since 
they were wholly a product of wartime ne­
cessity. The first and only dedicated CISAR 
squadron , HC-7, was commissioned in 
1967, composed of modified ASW and 
logistic helicopters dating back to 1964. 
When Hanoi completed its conquest of 
Vietnam in 1975 the CISAR mission was 
handed to the newly-established HC-9, and 
since 1978 the "Eveready" boys with their 
nine-lives insignia have been the Navy's 
only combat SAR squadron. 

HC-9 flies nine of the original dozen HH-
3As modified for CISAR duty. Some of 
them still bear battle-damage patches from 
'Nam. The design is , quite simply, outmod­
ed. With 1950s technology and 1960s con­
struction, it registers over maximum gross 
weight with a full combat load and internal 
fuel. 

Understandably concerned about their 
equipment, the squadron's personnel are 
uniformly dedicated to their mission , and as 
enthusiastic as any aviators around . Com­
posed of 20 to 30 reservists with three regu­
lar officers, HC-9 is run by Cmdr. Roy R. 
Collins with Dan Hartley as exec and Cmdr. 
Ron Kurth as O-in-C . 

Up and down the line, HC-9 pilots reSem­
ble nothing so much as street-corner 
evangelists: They'll talk to anybody, any­
where at any time in order to spread the 
CISAR gospel. Two officers have even 
spoken in Washington at Congressional re­
quest - an unusual situation which usually 
doesn 't sit well with some upper-echelon 
planners . 

And there 's the hitch. Congress can 
direct the Navy to allocate funds for specific 
projects if the appropriate committee thinks 
the service is neglecting an important area in 
budget requests . So far , it seems there 's 
more support in Congress for new CISAR 
equipment than in the Navy. 

The reasons are varied and complex. But 
basically it has to do with sex appeal. (And 
what doesn't?) 

The services - being composed in part 
of uniformed managers - don't always re­
quest what's needed . Careerists oriented to­
ward the Big Picture can spend six years or 
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more in isolation from tactical units. Conse­
quently , they lose touch with evolving oper­
ational requirements. In that situation, it's 
easy to become enamored of glamorous 
high-tech (i.e., high-budget) items. 

And let's face it; helicopters aren't consi­
dered to be very sexy. Chopper drivers will 
dissent, of course, but they're a minority . 
What chance does an H-3 replacement have 
against an FI A-18 strike-fighter? About the 
same odds as beating the house in roulette. 

I posed the obvious question to Cmdr. 
Bryan Lucas, one of HC-9's leading 
evangelists: " Obviously, fleet tactical 
avil\tors are the beneficiaries of the service 
you provide. Don ' t they exert pressure on 
budget allocators for a new SAR bird?" 

Brother Lucas had a disturbing reply. 
"The trouble is education. Most fleet pilots 
regard helicopters as general-purpose 
machines; a helo is a helo is a helo. They 
don ' t realize that for any chance to succeed 
in CISAR, you need people who train spe­
cifiqilly for that job, and you need an air­
craft.capable of surviving the threat. " 
A~d the threat is increasing . Cmdr. Tim 

Wright of CAG Millikin 's staff is a much­
decorated chopper veteran of Vietnam vin­
tage. He points out that Soviet Bloc armies 
equip their troops with shoulder-mounted 
SA-7 antiaircraft missiles down to the squad 
level. "It's no longer like Vietnam," 
Wright says. "The people allocating funds 
still think of SAR operations in 1968 terms, 
where you fly in at 6,000 feet, spiral down 
to make the rescue, and climb back out. 
Well, sometimes it worked back when there 
were no SA-7s and you ,<ould get above 
most of the small-arms fire. But try that 
today and you'd last just about 10 seconds 
before some gomer shoots your tail off." 

The road to survi val in the 1980s is the 
low road - the lower the better. U. S. Army 
pilots are credited with developing what is 
now termed nap-of-the-earth (NOE) flying 
in which optimum use is made of every 
dune , depression, shrub and tree. In SAR 
terms, low-level ends at about 20 feet , NOE 
is anything lower, including below mean 
ground level. 

During our visit, HC-9 demonstrated 
what is possible by combining NOE flight 
with interim modifications to existing 
equipment. Innovation is the key word, for 
the H-3 doesn't have much stretch in its 
aging frame. But what the reservists have 
done is remarkable. 

They've made eight equipment additions: 
armor plate, a long cable with high-speed 
hoist, the 7 .62mm NATO GAU-2 minigun , 
radar warning gear, flare and chaff dispen­
sers, additional fuel , non-infrared reflective 
paint, and night-vision devices. 

When these modifications are integrated 
into the training syllabus, expanded capa­
bility emerges. HC-9 crews regularly prac­
tice flying with their nocturnal goggles, per­
forming maneuvers at NOE altitudes, mat­
ing airspeed to terrain - sometimes under 
40 knots. 

Says Bryan Lucas, "If we do our job 
right, we're in and out before the bad guys 

Green smoke marks the location of two 
survivors during SAREX (Search and 
Rescue Exercise). 

even know we're around. Our miniguns are 
strictly for emergencies, since we're not 
really equipped to shoot it out. " 

Instead, HC-9 relies upon NOE and de­
ception. Hence the radar warning , flare and 
chaff dispensers . If there 's indication of 
radar tracking, they can drop aluminum 
flakes which cloud a radar scope. And if a 
heat-seeking missile is fired, there's the 
last-minute chance of decoying the brute 
with a flare . 

But for every advantage there's a price to 
be paid. And in low-level flying , the biggest 
problem is navigation. Picking one's way 
through familiar terrain can be difficult , for 
landmarks are usually obscure . Flying in 
unfamiliar, hostile territory compounds the 
situation by orders of magnitude. 

Fortunately, nav aids are forthcoming. 
HC-9 will receive the Omega navigation 
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system before long, which gives not only 
position, but time and heading to the next 
checkpoint. Omega is a passive receiver and 
is therefore undetectable , relying upon eight 
worldwide transmitters . 

Another upcoming gadget is the next­
generation night-vision device . The current 
AN/PVS-5 was originally developed for 
tank crews , but has been adopted by HC-9 
as the best unit available. Although relative­
ly light (about two pounds) and compact, 
wearing the device on long low-level flights 
is still fatiguing. 

Furthermore, PVS-5 is only useful about 
50 percent of the time at night. It requires 
partial moonlight or strong reflection from 
the surface in order to allow pilots to see far 
enough ahead. The follow-on system is 
roughly half the weight and will permit 
flying more than 90 percent of nocturnal 
hours. 

Getting into the target area is only half the 
job. Day or night , the object of the search 
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still has to be located . In the last years of 
Vietnam, the hand-held PRC-90 radio was 
standard issue, and it was not wholly sati s­
factory. Now its 30-year-old technology is 
simply unacceptable; its short range, brief 
battery life and low output compound the 
communications problem. 

However, the PRC- 11 2 is on the way. 
With automatic interrogation and response, 
it allows a downed flier to signal hi s location 
to orbiting aircraft without saying a word. 
That's a huge advantage if you're hunkered 
under a bush while people toting AKMs 
look for you. 

The 112's other improvement is range. 
E-2 Hawkeye or other Elint (electronic in­
telligence) aircraft can pinpoint the unit's 
location from terrific distances with ex­
treme accuracy - within yards. The draw­
back: there 's no way of telling who's hold­
ing the radio . 

That's why the final phase of a CISAR 
operation requires voice contact. Each tac-

. air crewman has a personal card on file with 
specific information: his place of birth, his 
favorite color, his first car. Anything which 
would only be known by that person. Then, 
before making the final run-in to the rescue, 
the helo crew queries the man on the radio . 
Anything but a series of correct responses 
will send the chopper home. 

But with all the improved gadgetry, the 
best locators are the simplest. Signal mir­
rors are the most-used items for attracting a 
SAR bird in daylight; the flash is visible 
from tremendous distances . At night, HC-9 
has discovered that a flashlight held upright 
and partially shaded with one hand also 
works well. Since an ADF homer is no good 
way down low and the Mark 13 smoke 
'grenade is barely visible at half a mile, 
mirrors and flashlights will remain standard 
gear. 

To demonstrate how all these factors fit 
together, HC-9 arranged a CISAR exercise. 
It was a two-ship mission, with the primary 
crew under Cmdr. Paul Huish and the simu­
lated E-2 control bird .with CAG Millikin 
and Bryan Lucas . r rode with Paul Huish, a 
husky, easy-going aviator whose demeanor 
is something between relaxed and laid back. 

"This kind of flying is like anything 
else," he volunteered. "We do it day after 
day until it gets to be routine, almost like 
taking the bus to work ." If that sounds 
nonchalant, don ' t be deceived . These re­
serve aviators work at their trade because 
they love it. 

Paul explained that most CISAR missions 
are single-ship affairs. Only rarely would a 
support helo be dispatched; probably a 
gunship if trouble were expected. Other­
wise, HC-9 figures that one chopper runs 
less than half the risk of being spotted than 
two birds. 

Bryan Lucas briefed us on the scenario, 
though it was mostly for my benefit. It ran 
something like this: 

Close to midnight the previous evening 
an EA-6B with pilot and three electronic 
warfare operators was shot down to the 
northeast. Two EW men were known to 
have ejected. Because of their exceptional 
intelligence value, these airmen were being 
hunted by the locals with more than usual 
zest. Since their rapid retrieval was so im­
portant , their pre-mission briefing had in­
cluded a rendezvous area the next morning. 
The time frame can be extended for days in 
advance to suit the situation, but quicker is 
better. 

Every SAR mission is run in five parts: 
identify, locate, authenticate, sanitize and 
recover. Sanitation didn't apply here, since 
the known threats were an SA-6 battery to 
the northwest of the survivors' location and 
a hostile unit known to be equipped with 
SA-7s was out of range. Otherwise we 'd 
have had A-7s or other tacair to suppress 
opposition . 

CAG and Lucas would take off before 
Paul Huish's crew in order to plant the' 'sur­
vivors . " Then Steve and Bryan would orbit 

Continued on page 98 
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DETONICS 
SCORE 
MASTER .45 
Out-of-the-Box Winner 

Text & Photos by Ken Hackathorn 

SOF contributing editor Ken Hackathorn 
puts Detonics Score Master through its 
paces. 

Award-winning pistol: These honors were 
earned by Hackathorn with Score Master. 
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Perhaps a little more accurate, but not 
much. Full-house custom Nastoff barely 
beats out-of-the-box Detonics. ' 

DETONICS has long been the big name 
in little blasters. Their line of chopped 

auto pistols is famous for giving profession­
als full-power .45s in a pocket-sized pack­
age. But now they may get famous all over 
again with an out-of-the-box, full-size .45 . 
auto for competition: the Score Master. 

Detonics introduced the Score Master at 
the 1983 SHOT (Shooting, Hunting and 
Outdoor Trade) Show in Dallas. Already 
familiar with the top performance of De­
tonics hardware, I asked if a test sample 
were available . The rep said he would be 
delighted to provide one for an SOF T&E, 
and shortly I received a Detonics Score 
Master, serial number M-2034 . M-2034 has 
since been severely tested at the range and in 
competition. 

For all its unusual features, the Score 
Master follows John Browning's automatic­
pistol patent pretty closely . It not only looks 
a lot like a Colt Government Model , it's 
another .45-caliber, blowback-operated, 
single-action automatic pistol with a barrel 
that swings on a link and a pin, and locks 
into the slide by means of ribs on top of the 
barrel chamber. Detonics' competition pis­
tol is a development , not an invention. 

But count on Detonics to do a competent 
job of upgrading something as good as the 
1911 Colt. Nearly all the 1911 ' s carbon­
steel parts have been replaced with stainless 
in the Detonics. Now, I'm still suspicious of 
stainless steel in springs and lock parts, but 
my suspicion doesn ' t seem to inhibit the 
smooth working of the Score Master. De­
tonics has done a fine job of selecting stain­
less alloys, especially for the springs, and 
I've had no trouble at all on the test-sample 
Score Master. 

Maybe this is less important than alloys 
and design, but I was very impressed with 
the finish . The Score Master is finished 
right, unlike some other high-priced guns 
that are delivered with burrs, grinder marks, 
loosely-joined parts and finish flaws. The 
flat sides of the slide and frame are finely 
ground to a satin sheen. The pistol's top and 
bottom surfaces are professionally blasted 
to functional, nonreflective finish. When 
you open the box to get your Score Master, I 
don't think you' ll be disappointed. 

Just about all the required equipment for a 
competition piece is included in the pur­
chase price of a Score Master. Millet ramp 
front sight, Bo-Mar adjustable rear sight, 
enlarged ejection port, special Detonics ex­
tractor, rounded Commander hammer, Colt 
ambidextrous safety, extended grip safety, 
National Match trigger with over-travel 
stop, Pachmayr stocks and neoprene flat 
mainspring housing, and beveled magazine 
well are all there. 

This is not just a dressed-up Colt. The 
Score Master is mechanically different from 
the Browning design. The most important 
and most noticeable change is the missing 
bushing. The Detonics has a heavy match 
barrel that hangs out the end of the slide with 
nothing visibly holding it there. Leaving the . 
bushing out reduces the number of parts, 
and probably makes the Detonics more reli-
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able than the Government Model because it 
gives the action one less place to hang up . 
The bushing holds the end of the barrel in 
one place for better accuracy, but Detonics 
has largely overcome that problem with a 
novel barrel-alignment system' incorporat­
ing a long link that forces the barrel into a V 
in the . front of the slide. The result is an 
accurate pistol of exceptional reliability. 

Everybody knows what the Colt recoil 
spring is. It flies off into space whenever 
you're careless with the bushing wrench . 
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ApOVE: 
Clean and 

simple, 
stripped 

Score Master 
shows fewer 
parts, more 

stainless than 
ordinary .45. 

RIGHT: 
Most 

everything a 
competitor 

could want: 
Commander 

hammer, 
ambidextrous 

safety, 
extended gri'p 

safety, flat 
mainspring 

housing and 
Pachmayr 

stocks. 
LOWER 

RIGHT: Bull 
barrel and 
g~ide rod 

distinguish 
Detonics 

competition 
pistol. 

Since the Score Master doesn't have a 
bushing to hold the spring in place, the 
usually after-purchase addition of the De­
tonics recoil spring and guide system is 
standard. This unit replaces ~he recoil spring 
and plug in an ordinary Colt .45. . 

Testing was carried out over a period of 
some months at practice ranges and in com­
bat competition. The Score Master per­
formed beyond expectation in the reliability 
category. I kept careful count for 2,000 
rounds, and had seven failures. Four of 

these were caused by faulty ammunition. Of 
the three failures generated by the pistol, 
one was an extraction failure with GI hard­
ball, and two were failures to eject with 
Winchester 185-gr. Silvertips. These last 
were certainly caused by the stiff Detonics 
spring, which requires high-recoil ammo. 
This reliability does not surpri~e me, be­
cause I imagine Detonics would not have 
sent a gun writer a sample that hadn't been 
checked out carefully . Still, the design 
seems inherently reliable, and I expect the 
private buyer's experience will be similar to 
mine. 

Accuracy was never a problem. I have 
fired the Score Master in a number of IPSC 
matches, including one first-place A-class 
finish. In range testing, it did not prove 
quite as accurate as my Nastoff competition 
pistol, but the Nastoff barrel is bushed, the 
whole gun is more tightly fitted, and it is an 
excellent exrtmple of a competition pistol 
from a custom shop. Firing 2oo-gr. SWC 
Atlanta Arms & Ammo reloads the Nastoff 
was cons'istently more accurate, but not by 
much . 

I have few reservations about the De­
tonics Score Master. Although I would have 
preferred a Swenson ambidextrous safety, 
and I do not believe the 'Detonics spring 
assembly is a necessary addition, these are 
matters of taste. More substantially, the Bo­
Mar rear sight has its sharp edges intact, just 
waiting to get hung up on something. Trig­
gers are entirely a matter of taste, but it is 
well known that the average IPSC shooter 
prefers the long 1911 trigger to the National 
Match. One is not inherently better than the 
other, but considering that this pistol is 
aimed at the IPSC market, it is questionable 
marketing to provide the National Match 
trigger as original equipment. The extended 
grip safety forces the hand relatively low on 
the grip, and this accentuates muzzle flip 
and perceived recoil. 

Still, the pleasant features outweigh the 
disadvantages. Aside from accuracy, re­
liability and a fine finish, the gripping 
grooves on the slide are deep and sharp­
edged" making a really secure grip: The 
front sig\1t is easily changed, and the three 
Randall magazines (included in a wooden 
presentation case) worked flawlessly . 
. In spite of my reservations, the Detonics 

Score Master is simply the best over-the­
counter IPSC competition pistol you can 
buy. The bad news is that it costs $985 . That 
is about what the average custom pistol 
costs, including the price of the original 
gun, plus the pistolsmith's fees. Still, there 
is a great advantage in not having to fool 
with 'FFLs, shipping, waiting periods, the 
punctuality of your gunsmith and worrying 
if your pet blaster is lost in the mails or not. 

With minor touches the Score Master 
could be as good as any custom pistol. It is 
as good as most of them, already . If you 
want a really competitive pistol without any 
of the hassle associated with custom work, 
contac~ Detonics .45 Associates, Dept. 
SOF, 2500 Seattle Tower, 3rd & Universi­
ty, Seattle, WA 98101. ~ 
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W HEN the General Counsel of Yale 
University and a graduate of Har­

vard Law School get together at a preppy 
spot like Providence , R.I., it's usually not 
over something that makes the pages of 
Soldier of Fortune Magazine. 

In this case, however , Lindsey C. Y. 
Kiang , Esq., General Counsel for Yale Uni­
versity , also happens to be a Force Recon­
type major in the USMC Reserve, an ardent 
parachutist attached as assistant S3 to Head­
quarters Troop Command (Special Forces), 
Rhode Island Army National Guard. The 
"Harvard," of course, is the author, whose 
credentials include 21/2 tours in 'Nam (in­
cluding six months with OP-35 of MACV­
SOG) and a 1983 tally of three trips to 
Central America that included five para­
chute jumps, and one combat operation with 
the Salvadoran Airborne Battalion. 

The event, held 24-25 September 1983 , 
was officially billed as the Second Annual 
Rhode Island Army National Guard Mili­
tary Parachute Competition -less formally 
known as "the Leapfest" ~ sponsored by 
Troop Command (Special Forces) and A 
Company, 2nd Battalion, 19th SF Group 
(Abn.). Troop D, 1st Squadron, 26th Caval­
ry, provided the helicopters, and the 243rd 
Engineer Battalion and III th MP Company 
rallied around to help the maniacs who like 
to jump out of perfectly good airplanes . 

The list of participating teams looked like 
a roster of active Army, National Guard and 
Marine Corps airborne units. One team was 
a scratch force composed of two Force Re­
con Marines and two Brazilian SF exchange 
officers stationed at Ft. Bragg, so one can 
legitimately (almost) use the term " interna­
tional" to strike the appropriately presti­
gious note. 

I flew in Friday night , was met by Maj . 
Kiang -looking very un-Y aleish in Marine 
camouflage utilities and eight-sided cap­
who took me to Camp Fogarty . The col­
lected contestants and other members of the 
cast were assembled for a preliminary 
MACO briefing, followed by a moderate 
(by SF standards, anyway) evening of beer 
and war stories. We had a lot to do in the 
morning. That night I was billeted with 
most of the troops at the Davisville Seabee 
Base. 

Saturday morning dawned bright, clear 
and distinctly chilly - as befits late 
September in New England. I caught a ride 
to Camp Fogarty with 1st Lt. Pat McDavid , 
captain of the team from the I I 36th Infantry 
Detachment (Airborne Pathfinder), Texas 
National Guard. After breakfast and the 
usual milling around , another ride , this time 
in big OD busses, to the drop zone: a sod 
farm next to a school. Most of the sod had 
been taken off, leaving bare ground, which 
can make for a very hard landing . 

Opening ceremonies at about 0830 at the 
DZ included eight HALO jumpers with 
bright-colored ram-air parachutes, the 
National Anthem and opening remarks by 
Maj . Gen. John W . Kiely, adjutant general 
and commanding general of the Rhode Is­
land National Guard , and Col. Norman 
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LIAPFISTII 
Airborne Units Compete 

in UniquIiI Contest 
by Alax McColl 

Photos by 5,.5 Dawn Rogge l U.S. Army 

"Andy" Trudeau, commander ofthe Troop 
Command (Special Forces) and mastermind 
of the whole enterprise. 

I spent most of the day out on the DZ 
watching and taking pictures. For some 
reason, not one but two lieutenants had been 
detailed to keep me out of trouble: 1st Lt. 
Michael Babula and 2nd Lt. Anthony Tor­
chia. Also on the DZ, of course, were Mas­
ter Sgt. Jay Tucker and the other judges. 
Their job was to run around with stop 
watches and time each jumper from the mo­
ment of impact to contact with the center of 
the target. 

Sp/5 Dawn Rogge, of the XVIII Corps 
PAO shop, was also taking pictures and 
trying (like me) not to get harvested by 
jumpers· running for the target with billow­
ing canopies in tow. With four choppers 
(UH-IHs) and a medevac bird working out 
of a loading zone about three miles away, it 
was surprising how fast and smoothly things 
went, especially toward the end of the day 
when they had the drill sorted out. 

There were a lot of jumps: a preliminary 
jump by the jumpmasters to get the feel of 
the DZ, the HALO jumpers, 20 teams of 
four jumpers making three jumps each , plus 
assorted strap-hanger jumps, including one 
by me. 

Without going into the minutiae of the 
rules, the contest was scored by the time it 
took the jumper to get from where he made 
his PLF (parachute landing fall) to the 

. 'I r 

MCI-IB parachutes descend into Leapfest 
DZ. Jumper's time to target started at 
moment of impllct. 

A(ter cutting away from 'chute, contestant 
sprints and dives for center of target to stop 
time. . .. 

Leapfest competitors strap down into 
UH-IH. Chopper will leave loading zone 
and deposit junipers in DZ three miles 
away. 

Spirit of airborne brotherhood ran high as 
festivities culminated with old-fashioned 
New England outdoor clambake and awards 
ceremony. 

Jumper's time stops as he touches DZ 
target. Some competitors took the time to 
cut away from 'chutes, · others avoided this, 
but wrestled with inflated canopies in race 
to the X. 

target. This is a function of (1) a good spot 
by the jumpmaster, (2) good canopy control 
and (3) how fast you run when you get to the 
ground. 

As usual with such things, it was some­
thing of a family event. At a guess, 300 
people assembled along the DZ' s edge to 
watch, about half of them friends and fami­
lies of the participants. 

It was ideal weather for jumping: bright, 
warm, not much breeze, but frustrating for 
the specifics of this contest. The breeze, 
such as it was, was extremely variable, both 
in velocity and direction , making spotting 
by the jumpmasters very much a matter of 
guesswork and luck. The angle of descent of 
an MCI-1 B (which is what they were jump­
ing) means that if you get a bad spot, you 
just can ' t get there from here . Requiring 
three jumps per team and scoring on the 
team total minimized the element of luck. 

Running upwind with a partially inflated 
canopy billowing out behind you is slow 
work; the obvious trick is to either pop a 
Capewell or get hold of the apex or skirt of 
the canopy to spill the air. Unless you're 
almost on top of the target and being blown 
into it , the time required to do this is well 
spent. 

The last jump of the day was a nostalgic 
event, since Col. Trudea].l would tum over 
Troop Command to Col. George Dupont in 
October. There wasn't a dry eye in the 

house as Trudeau and his sergeant major 
made a farewell jump at the end of the day. 
Trudeau will become commander of the 
R.I. State Area Command (STARC), mak­
ing him number three man in the R.I. 
Guard. Dupont is 50 years old and not a 
jumper, but he ' s planning to go to jump 
school. Anyone as crazy as that should get 
along fine with the Rhode Island SF. 

Saturday night combined II grand, old­
fashioned New England outdoor clambake 
with the awards ceremony. The two Brazil­
ian officers, Capt. Cid and 1 st Lt. Helcio, 
weren't the only ones in for culture shock; 
some of the Mississippi and Texas contin­
gents were definitely widening their hori­
zons . And the spirit of airborne brotherhood 
ran high, wide and joyous. 

Col. Trudeau and Gen. Kiely made 
appropriate remarks to the accompaniment 
of much good-hearted cheering, and pre­
sented the IIwards: Co. F, 425th Infantry 
(Ranger) Michigan National Guard of fras­
er, Mich., ied by Capt. Wayne R. McKal­
pin, took first place with a total time of one 
minute, 49 seconds. Co. C, 2nd Bn., 20th 
SF Group (Abn.) , Mississippi National 
Guard, led by 2nd Lt. Paul D. Caulfield, 
came in second, time two minutes, 42 
seconds, and 2nd Force Recon Company, 
USMC, ~amp Lejeune, N.C., led by Maj. 
K.A. Conroy, took third with a total time of 
two minutes , 50 seconds. . 

The team prize for last place went to the 
host-unit team from A/2119 SFG(A), which 
at least eliminated any murmuring about 
what went on while the scores were being 
added up. 

Individual honors: First Place - a tie at 
17 seconds total time between Sgt. I st Class 
Jimmy D. Hale, C Co. , 2nd Bn., 20th SFG, 
MSANG, and SSgt. David R. Linicome, F 
Co. , 425th Infantry (Ranger) MIANG; 
Second Place (with a total of 19 seconds) -
Sgt. 1st Class George T. Arnold, HHB , 
82nd Abn . Div . Artillery, Ft. Bragg, N.C.; 
Third Place - 1st Lt. Helcio Bruno 
Almeida, of the Brazilian SF, stationed as 
an exchange officer at Fort Bragg, N.C. 

Col. Trudeau also had a plaque for SOF 
Magazine since we had assisted with the 
logistics of the thing . SOF awarded 1983 
SOF Convention belt buckles to the mem­
bers of the winning team . 

Sunday morning I finally got a quiet mo­
ment with Maj. Larry Scott, S3 of Troop 
Command and OlC of the Leapfest. The 
preparatory work began in Mayor June '83, 
and they really started getting organized for 
the Leapfest in JUly. He said that from the 
military standpoint it required about the 
same planning and organizational effort as a 
brigade-level Field Training Exercise 
(FTX), requiring all the staff sections to 
work together, the whole thing being a 
logistical nightmare with part-time soldiers . 
Maj. Scott had been working full time on it 
for the whole two weeks before the event. 
This year's Leapfest wasn't as m~ch fun as 
an SOF Convention, but damn close. 

Yes, Larry, we'll definitely be back next 
year. ~ 
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seldom shared by those responsible for 
the mistakes. Nor· could I comprehend 
the ever-decreasing sensitivity to that 
"price" when reviewed by each suc­
ceeding echelon of hierarchical author­
ity . 

As we moved into the high technology 
era, I ' could not accept the misplaced 
emphasis qn machine over man as the 
final decider in war. Nor could I cease to 
challenge the countless mythical " Pac 
Man~ ' scenarios that have moved us so 
far from the realities of combat. And I 
stood briefly, wit~ thumb .in dike, as a 
torrent of articulate amateurs , both in 
and out of unifQnn, boggled our minds 
with simplistic !heories totally devoid of 
real-world complexity. But how do you 
tell yesterday 'S veterans these things? 
FQr many had held their ideals, values 
and trust in the system constant in a 
changing world . . 

The opportunity came when they 
asked whether tooay's bazooka could 
kill a Russian tank . They were shocked 
when I answered, "No." Thus , the 
basis for a dialogue was established. 
What followed was an exchange be­
tween tho~e trusti'ng veterans who hoped 
we would never have to pay the " price" 
again and a cynical ex-squad leader who 
felt that, unless we change, we will con­
tinue to pay over and over again. 
Veterans: At the end of WWII, we 
were told that a new bazooka was on 
the way. What happened? 
Author: It entered the inventory just 
before the Korean War. It was much 
bigger, 3.5-inches in diameter, and had 
better range and accuracy. But it arrived 
in Korea after the ene~y had almost run 
out of tanks . It would have clobbered th~ 
T-34, but it Just never had the chance. 
Veterans: lethe current bazooka can't 
kill a tank, what does the infantryman 
have to do the job? 
Author: There are various vehicle­
mourited and several crew-served 
weapons. 
Veterans: Vehicles can' t go where 
dougJtfeet can. And you can't ignore 
the horrendous fire that supports a 
tank attack. You don't have much 
freedom to move. Therefore, if a 
crew-served weapon must displace 
forward to shoot, there's .. o assurance 
it will be able to do so. Furthermore, if 
it takes more than one man to operate, 
ocJds pn its getting into action are pret~ 
ty slim. How 10l)g would it be before 
the· crew is reduced to one or none? 
What else does he have? 
Autho~: There are the tanks . 
Veterans: If the tanks can't get there 
on time, he's still a dead duck. Re­
member what the ice, snow, refugee 
traffic and our own traffic did to our 
tank mobility? They had to claw their 
way up to us. And when they got 
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there, good firing positions were hard 
to come by. What else is available? 
Author: There are Army and Air Force 
aircraft armed with the latest antitank 
weapons. 
Veterans: We had aircraft, too. What 
makes them think the weather and the 
enemy will be any nicer to them? Dur­
ing the Bulge, our planes couldn't fly 
many times because of the weather. 
And when they did, the German anti­
aircraft capability kept them at arm's 
length. Isn't there anyone left who re­
members? 
Author: No. In fact, there are few left· in 
the Army who ever saw an opposing 
vehicle on the battlefield, much less one 
armed, armored and loaded for bear. 
Veterans: It seems that the infantry­
man today is no better off than we 
were. Can the current bazooka pene­
trate any of the Russian armored vehi­
cles? 
Author: They can penetrate the thin­
skinned personnel carriers and some of 
the oldest tanks . Against the newer ones, 
though, they must obtain hits on the 
sides or rear. 
Veterans: Tanks don't attack with 
their sides and rears. They attack with 
their heavily-armored fronts, with 
main gun and bow guns blazing. And 
besides, trained tankers, supported 
by infantrymen, make sure their 
flanks and rears don't become ex­
posed. Can't they see that if the gun­
ner has to wait for such a shot, his 
position is already untenable? 
Author: They claim that such is possi­
ble . And they use statistical data from 
the Arab-Israeli wars to prove their case. 
Veterans: We have statistics to prove 
they're wrong. Most are buried in 
Arlington or Europe. Have they car­
ried their scenarios to the point where 
the gunner shoots" - and misses? 
Author: I doubt it. Most scenarios today 
start with a tank in the role of a sitting 
duck . And they end when the tank is 
killed. The Americans always have the 
high ground, and the Russian is given 
the pool table . You seldom see dis­
mounted infantrymen preceding the 
tanks as we, the Germans and the Rus­
sians had in WWII. 
Veterans: Why not? 
Author: The purpose of most scenarios 
today is to show the weapon in its best 
light. This could change, however. Re­
cently they held some exercises out in 
California which introduced a degree of 
realism into the tank-antitank equation. 
The unfavorable results were rather 
shocking. 
Veterans: I hear there's a new 
bazooka on the way. Will it kill a Rus­
sian tank? 
Author: I doubt it. 
Veterans: If we're as technologically 
advanced as the reunion speaker 
claimed, why can't we build one to do 
the job? 
Author: The military has set certain 
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3N -West Beirtu - See it Like a N IIv • Tan (Large & X-large only) . . ... $7.95 
30 -When Diplomacy Fails - Tan (L rgo & X·large only) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . $7.95 
3P -Central American All Expense Paid Tour - 0.0. $7.95 

" KILL 'EM ALL - LET GOD SORT 
'EM our' Flag. Black wired, white , 
and yellow design . $15.95 

Tekna-Lite Close Out Specials 
Limited Supplies Available 

Mal) to SOF EXCHANGE . Dept 1083. Box 687. Boulder CO 80306 

TEKNA THE WORLD'S LARGEST MANUFACTURER OF 
SMALL. POWERFUL, INDESTRUCT ABLE FLASHLIGHTS. 

T-1700 Tekna-Lite 4, Black w/nylon lanyard. Includes 4 Nicad batteries, 110v charger 
and PR-13 bUlb. $49.95 now $42.95 

T-1705 Tekna-Lite 4, Black w/nylon lanyard and PR13 bulb, non-rechargeable 
$24.95 now $19.95 

T-1705-0 Same as above only in Orange 
T-1900 Tekna-Lite 8, Black w/nylon lanyard. Includes 8 Nicad batteries, 110v charger 

and PR-22X bUlb. $74.95 now $64.95 
T-1900-0 Same as above only in Orange. 
T-1905 Tekna-Lite 8, Black w/nylon lanyard and PR-22X bulb, non-rechargeable. 

$31.95 now $26.95 
T-1905-0 Same as above only in Orange. 
T-2000X Tekna-Lite, 2, Black w/new reflector and plano-convex 2.5 magnifying lens. 

$11.95 now $10.95 
T0200X-0 Same as above only in Orange. 
T-2000X-R Tekna-Lite 2, Black w/new reflector an'd a RED plano-convex 2.5 

magnifying lens. $13.95 now $11.95 
T-3000 Tekna-Lite Mini Strobe. Black, including velcro closure strap w/stainless self-

tensioning buckle. $54.95 now $49.95 
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NAME, _____________________ ~ 
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We accept telephone orders on Master Card & VISA - call us at (303) 449-3750. Sorry, 
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INCLUDE 75( FOR EACH ADDITIONAL ITEM FOR POSTAGE AND HANDLING. Overseas 
orders add 30%. PLEASE ALLOW 4·6 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY. 
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limits on the size, weight, length, noise 
level and the like . 
Veterans: You're kidding. Since when 
does an infantryman care how big or 
heavy or loud a weapon is if it will do 
the job? 
Author: Infantrymen aren't asked for 
their opinions anymore. Today, deci­
sions are made by senior officers and 
civilians based on inputs from studies, 
self-serving scenarios and industry bag 
men. The infantryman's problems sel­
dom receive more than a short,perfunc­
tory review before these "experts" de­
cide what his weapon will be . 
Veterans: But wars are fought by pri­
vates and sergeants. What are some of 
the limits these inexperienced people 
are introducing? 
Author: The system can't weigh over 20 
pounds. This is so the doughfoot can 
carry other essentials. 
Veterans: What's more essential than 
an antitank weapon when you're fac­
ing tanks? Our bazooka, with enough 
rounds to scare a German Mk-4 or -5 
tank, weighed a lot more. The RPG-7 
we heard so much about did, too. The 
speaker said the current troops are 
the biggest and strongest we have ever 
fielded. If a North Vietnamese half 
their size could carry a 20-pound load, 
it seems to me they could as well. Or is 
it that the North Vietnamese, like us, 
realized how a tank can chew up an 
infantryman's position if he has no 
means of countering it? SSG COUNTER SNIPER RIFLE ... 

~----

THE SSG 
HAS PROVEN 

ITSELF IN MORE 
THAN 58 
NATIONS 

THROUGHOUT 
THE WORLD ... 
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• MANNUCHER 

The SSG is the most a<:curate counter 
sniper rifl e commercially manufactured 
in the world today. I ts accuracy makes 

it not only desirable for military and 
operations but, equall y valued 

hunters and competition shooters 
that insist on long range shoot ing 

performance. 
Some of the SS G's features are 
cold hammer forged barrels 

using special Steyr steel, a 
sv nthetic stock impervious to 

weather conditions and that 
will not effect or change the 

point of impact under the most 
adverse temperature variations.: 

A rifle of comparable quality 
would have to be custom made 

upwards of $1,500.00 
whereas we offer the 

SSG at an unbeliev­
able price of less 

than $900.00. 
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Use to: 
• Identify friend or foe. 
• Locate a landing strip. 
• Loca*e an aircraft. 
• ~ailltain ship to shore sur­

veiilance (~hip-to-shlp). 
• Track a vehicle. 
• Keep cargo and packages 

within view. 

The miniature JVR 500 flashes an 
invisible bean) that can be seen 
only with a special infrared 
viewer. The beam can even be 
adjusted to flash a coded signaJ. 

Drop it in a coat' pocket or store 
it in ~ valuable cargo. Day or night 
. . . through fog or smoke .. . no 
matter wh~t the weather ... the 
jVR 500 is visible to you and 
only you! 
Wa te rproo f-wea th e rproof­
works through clothes and 
materials. 

Inql!ire about other CCS prod­
ucts: Ele<:rronic Bug Detectors, 
Anti-Espionage, Bullet Proof 
Appar~1 and Vehicles, Bomb 
Detection, Infrared Night Vision 
Viewers, Long Range Wireless 
Telephones and Lie Detection. 

' © 1983 

CCS Communication Control, Inc. 
633 Third Ave .. NY, NY ~OOI7 (2IZ) 697-8140 TX:Z38720 
101 o Wisconsin Ave .. N.W.. Washington. D,C. 20007 (202) 659 - ~431 
946S'Wilshire Blvd .. Beverly Hills, Ca. 90212 (213 ) 2.74-6256 
1435 Brickell Ave .. Miami, Fla. 33131 (305) 358-4336 
6fS North Michigan Aye .. Chicago. III. 606 11 (3 I Z) 642-2757 
6161 Savoy-Suite 935, Houston. Ix. 77036 (7 13) 781-0852 

62 S. Audley St., London WI England 01-629-0223 TX: 8814709 
26 Place Vendome. 7500 1 Paris 297 -56 -00TX: CCSZ 155Z4f 
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Author: I said before, there 's harqly 
anyone left who's ever faced an enemy 
tank in combat. So the threat is not fully 
appreciated. Then, too, the ' weapo'n's 
length limit comes into play - 40 in­
ches. 
Veterans: The first bazookas were 54 
inches and the RPG-7 was 53 inches 
with a round in the tube. What's so 
magic about 40 inches? Can't they see 
the dangers of such arbitrary criteria? 
Author: To an extent, it's a problem of 
semantics. The weapon has been desig" 
nated as "light," and so the needed ter­
minal effect is no longer the governing 
factor : .. 
Veterans: "Light" is a relative term. 
The weapon has to kill a ta~k or the 
infantryman won't carry it - even if 
it weighs a pound. How did they get ~o 
far out into left field? 
Author: That's the way we do business 
today . We select a weapon, and then 
create scenarios and generate computer 
printouts to prove it's enough. Those 
who challenge the decision are over­
whelmed with " bedtime stories" and 
worthless statistical data . 
Veterans: Do our allies have a 
bazooka that will kill a Russian timk? 
Author: There are several that appear 
able to do the job. 
Veterans: Why don' t we get them for 
our infantrymen? 
Author: For several reasons. First, the 
weapons exceed the limits set by our 
military . Second, it 's the same old prob­
lem we had . It had to have " us ," not 
them on it. Remember the Sherman 
tanks we gave to the British? We 
couldn't kill a German tank with our 
75mm guns. They put a I"7-pounder on 
theirs , developed a sPecial round to go 
with it ,' and tore the Germans apart. De­
spite the fact that our tankers cried "for 
that British gun, you never saw a single 
one on any of our tanks. 
Veterans: You were in combat de­
velopments and R&D. What do you 
think is responsible for the sad shape 
we're in? 
Author: It started back in 1954 when we 
set up a new system called "combat 
developments ." ElIch of the combat 
l;l11llS schools had a small "think tank" 
with the mission of determining to what 
extent science and technology could im­
prove our capability . They made great 
strides almost overnight. Th;~ was possi­
ble because' they were staffed with guys 
who had been through the mill . The 
armed helicopter and the airmobile con­
cept were two of the many new ideas that 
came Qut of that first group. 

In 1956, it was decided to set up a 
field laboratory to test some of the con­
cepts. Experienced combat officers were 
assigned to do the qualitative evalua­
.tions. Civilian analysts were hired to do 
the quantitative' side. One of the first 
experiments involved the problems of 
tank-antitank warfare . The military was 
charged with developing scenarios 
which would isolate the two critical fac-

Listen to this amazing. 
nel)! stereo cassette on 

your portabte cassette ptayer white running or 
jogging. and fall into step with the motivating 
running cadence of the United States Marinesl 

Youll run easier. farther. faster with ·that old 
Marine Corps spirit' l 

37 minutes of highlight cadences recorded In~ 
ranks. on-the·spot at Parris Island. San Diego. 
Camp Pendleton. and other Marine bases 

The perfect way to get back In Boot Camp shape. 
A motivating gift for family. friend. or fellow Manne 

Cassette = $1'0 postage paid. 

Perfect runner's C8ssette 
playerSanyo MG-12' 
Stereo Cassette Player 
with tightweight ear· 
phones $44.95 postpaid 
(batteries not inctuded) 

\ 

SpeCial Marine Corps 
running shirt In Manne 
colors (gold title on red 
shirt) Specify size (small. 
medium. large. extra large) 

" $10 each. postpaid . 

. Those famous Manne 'Corps stereo recordings : 
"The Training of a United States Marine/Parris 
Island" (#805) and San Diego/Camp F'endleton 
version (#806) Documerits the training of a 
Manne in· 45 minutes of unforgettable sounds . 
recorded on -the·spot. 14 pages of photographs 
and text. The perfect way 
to preserve and share 
this unforgettable exper­
ience in every Mannes 
life. Specify LP album 
8·track cartr idge or cas­
sette = S1 0 each. postpaid. 

"VIETNAM With 
The American 
Fighting Man'" 
Nowa classic collector's album. recorded on-the-
spot. hlghliyhted by the actual recordings of US ' 
Marines In combat. 16 pages of photos and text. 
LP Album format only = $10 postpaid. 

* BON S ****** U PACKAGEI Running cassette. * * choice of second album or cassette. and Manne * * Corps running shirt $30 value = $24.95 postpaid * 
I Enclosed find $ Send Checked items' I qty. ---
1

_ _ 0 Manne Corps Running Cassette 1 

.__ 0 Marine Corps Running Shirt (Size _ ) 

I ~~ 0 Sanyo Stereo Cassette Player I 
__ 0 "The Training of a U.S Marine / Parris Island" 
_ _ 0 "The Train ing of a U.S, . Marine / San Dlego"l 1__ 0 'Vletnam With The Amencan FIghting Man" 

I ~ ""'" 0 S""C'O ,"00 00 Com ,00",," , I 
Address 

(California reSidents add 6% sales tax) 

DOCUMENTARY RECORDINGS 
PO Box 24605. Los ·Angeles. Calif. 90024 DEPT. S 
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Semi-Automatic Versions of the famous 
THE 19 11 -Al "Tommy Gun" 1927 A5 PISTOL 

GOVERNM E NT M O DEL SHOWN WITH OPTIONAL 

.4 5 ACP AUTOMATIC PI STOL 
NOW AVAILABL E IN 9 mm. 

by Auto Ordnance Corp_ DRUM. 

1927 Al DELUXE .45 CAL. 

1927 A-3 22 CAL. DelUXE 

1927 A-l C LIGHTWEIGHT .45 CAL. 

jll 
;' i' L 

As the manufacturer of America's most recognized guns, we know the 
importance of maintaining a reputation. Quality parts and expert crafts­
manship go into each gun and it shows! Send $1.00 for illustrated 

catalog describing each model and our full line of accessQries-

i\:: Auto .. Ordnance Corporation 
'i Box SF~4, West Hurley, N.Y. 12491 (914).679-7225 

® ~ = r="""" 

SUPPORT 
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This Knife May 
Save Your life! 

A COMPLETE 
SURVIVAL 
KIT 

Watertight 
hollow handle 

contains the four' 
essentials for survival: 

a 20" wire saw for shelter 
building; matches for fire 

Dla\.<ing; hooks, line, needles 
and snare wire for food gathering, 
and is · sealed by a liquid-filled 
luminous compass for djrec~i)ft 
finding. OR add what you want! 6" 
stainles.s steel blade (RH57); 4'1>" 
aluminum alloy handle; weighs nine 
oz_; with leather ~heath_ . 

S.n~ $39.95 plus 53.00 Shipping" Hondling 
to: 

L1FEKNIFE, INC. 
Box 771, Dept. SF4 
Santa Monica, CA 90406 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 
Calif. res . adq 61/2% 

and we were worried about enemy air­
craft. But they never came. Over the next 
hour-and-a-half we traversed jungle, 
streams and hills to an abandoned ranch, 
from which launches motored us to 
camp. We heard some of our ARDE com­
rades on the other side resuming their 
mortar fire_ Most of them, though, were 
escorting dozens of refugees to Costa 
Rica. . 

Death to the King was a big success. 
There were no --casualties among the 
more than 120 insurgents involved, even 
more remarkable considering most were 
novices_ On the other hand, the Sandinis­
tas evidently suffered terribly. Oscar's 
ambush alone must have inflicted numer­
ous casualties, but so did our artillery and 
mortar fire, according to the rebels on the 
southern side. . 

"Ah, -yes, you were hitting weI\!" said 
Yunya, emphatically. "We were perhaps 
200 meters from their lines and heard 
them crying under the blasts: i\aay! Aaay! 
Hijos de puta desgraciados! Aaayf' Yeah, 
it was great ... _ The campesinos told us 
they passed many dead and wounded 
piricoacos. " 

Reports of damage to the fortress itself 
varied from slight 'to total. The former is 
more credible. The slanting granite walls, 
10-feet thick at the base, would have 
probably stood up to the recoilless fire. 
And the 60mm mortars, operating near 
their maximum range, would have diffi­
culty lobbing one inside. The ' Russian 
82mm mortar behind Santiago and 
Moises was the ideal weapon; however, it 
stuck on the second .round (the operator 
panicked and abandoned his greenhorn 
assistant to disarm and bring it back 
alone). 

Nevertheless, all reports indicated 
smoke was rising from the fortress and at 
least one observation tower was de­
stroyed. Rumor even !lad it that the Sandi­
nistas gathered villagers in .the plaza and 
were ready to surrender. Thejunta's press 
releases estimated we had around 1,000 
men. 

Comandante Zero, Eden Pastora, con­
gratulated us effusively over the radio_ 
September had been a black month for 
the communists. Zero had fulfilled his 
vow. However, the guerrillas wouid soon 
see tragedy, too; ironically enough, it 
would befall Oscar's Sebastian Mueller 
peleton, which had distinguished itself in 
the ambush. 

Every day for the following week the 
insurgents shelled the Castillo. I joined 
Oscar's group on the 16th for one of 
these hostigC!mientos. We boomed 12 
57mm reCOilless rifle rounds and three 
light mortar rounds with<;>ut any problems 
(the Sandinista counterfire was way off), 
but what happened en route was porten­
tious. 
, As we were cruising up the San Juan 
and about to approach the Bartola River, 
some of the guerrillas anxiously pointed 
to a house on the bank and said they saw 
people lurking. I thought I saw someone 
looking out a window myself. 

BRAND NEW 
MILITARY ISSUE 

M-18 
COLORED 

SMOKE 
GRENADES 
The M-l8 is standard U.S. Military Issue. 
Many foreign armies use it ... you used it in 
Viet Nam. 1984 Military production, NOT 
outdated Army Surplus. Available in your 
choice of five brilliant colors: red, green, yel· 
low, violet or white. Operates just like a hand 
grenade. Unbelievable volume and intensity 
of colored smoke. Each M-l8 is dated and 
guaranteed for 3 years. No F.F.L. is required . 
.--::-=---,,--~~ V ISA/MC & C.O. D. 

QTY. PRICE EA. phone orders shipped 
1-5 $28.95 immediatelylCAll: 

(617) 922-8262 
6-11 $26.95 Free shipping in con· 
12 & up $25.00 tinental U.S. via UPS 

Mix & Match Colors only. Personal checks 
held 4 weeks. Not for 

For Quantity Pricing sale outside of U.S.A. 
Send S.A.S.E. for FREE cata/og(included wl order) 

Dealer and Police Inquiries Invited 
YANKEE MANUFACTURING CO. 

59 Chase St., Beverly, MA 01915 
(617) 922-8262 
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f8 T~~~~Pel i 
Must Pre~are for War 

T8 BUMPER STICKER $2 
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.h;rtllC...-.d front. back "No C'- Charlie," 
00 available if tpeeified Specil, "'" .. 1I,le '" 

. Mail add $4' item 
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1105 N. M.in St. Suite 2 A #2 

G.in •• ville Fl. 32601 
w. Carry Many VIETNAM T-Shirtl 
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We pulled over to the southern side and 
fanned out in a thicket. Oscar and John 
fired a few RPK bursts into the shack. 
Nobody responded, but Oscar thought he 
saw someone in camouflage running into 
the bush. Five of us got in the boat and 
sped for the house. We grinded to a halt 
on the opposite bank and a couple of 
rebels charged up it like gangbusters. 
There was nothing. 

Two days later, however, Oscar and 10 
men were ambushed just upstream. They 
were disembarking when Papin heard a 
rustling in the vegetation. Eagle stood on 
a stump and shouted, "Who lives?!" The 
Sandinistas opened up with automatic 
weapons and RPGs. Eagle was instantly 
killed. Papin's M60 jammed and he dove 
into the river. 

The guerrillas floundered in the water in 
terror, ditching knapsacks, rifles, the M60 
MG and M79_ Six held onto the boat as a 
shield and swam to safety on the other 
side. Four others weren't so fortunate. 

Yunya, who ironically had joined ARDE 
to escape a Panamanian jail sentence, 
caught a bullet in the temple. The genial 
Chi Chi, an urban guerrilla from the 1979 
~ar who could score you dope anywhere 
In Managua, drowned. So did the coward 
Golden Balls, who had deserted hi~ 
machine gun under fire on the 15th and 
was later tracked down by Israel on a dus­
ty Costa Rican road. In another guerrilla 
army, he might have been shot on sight, 
but ARDE gave him another chance. He 
didn't want to go on the mission - pre­
tended to be sick - but he went and 
redeerned himself. And then there was 
Papi. I felt the death of this humble young 
hero most - although it wasn't unex­
pected_ He had survived vicious fighting 
against Somoza's National Guard, but 
o~se~sively doubted he'd make it through 
thiS tllT)e. I had envisioned him floating in 
the river with a bullet hole in his forehead_ 
It wasn't that clean. His torso and face 
were burned horribly. 

I dedicate this article to ARDE's fallen. 
Just like our own countrymen who re­
cently died in Grenada and Lebanon, they 
gave the ultimate sacrifice for something 
we take so much for granted in the States: 
Freedom. The fight goes on_ ~ 

MILITARY HISTORY 
ON VIDEOCASSETTES 

The other side of 
World War Two: 
original German 
combat newsreels 
and feature films 
of the great bat­
tles. Rare Allied 

documentaries. Korea, Vietnam and 
contemporary Soviet Army films. Classic 
political/revolutionary films from 1905 
through the 1970's. Over 200 titles, 
reproduced from original source 
materials. A masterful study of propa­
ganda. Send $1.00 (refundable) for 
illustrated catalog to: 
INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS 

Box 29035, Chicago, Hlinois 60629 

COUNTERFEIT GUNS EXACT SIZE WORK-
ING METAL MODELS THAT LOOK, FEEL, WEIGH ANO 
HANDLE LIKE THE ORIGINALS. CAN BE " FIELD-STRIPPED." 

BE MADE TO FI REAL DELIVERED 

M1921 
THOMPSON 
C01 S·S1-700 .. 

GOV'T .. 45 
AUTOMATIC 
C01 U·81·300 . . 

357 
POLICE 
MAGNUM 
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CANNOT 
8E MADE 
TO FIRE! 

MILITARY KNIVES QUALITY REPRODUC­
TIONS OF FAMOUS, HISTORICAL EDGED WEAPONS AND 
MILITARY KNIVES . . 

'mn,.~5,:,w~=~ 
U.S. M3 FIGHTING KNIFE. 
C07U·40·048 .. . . . . .. . . ..... . ......... . .. $30 (3.00) 

,;ms9'!I!! !!!!!!!!m'~Q'r---
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FAIRBAIRN-SYKES COMMANDO KNIFE 
C07B·40·014 . . ..... $28 (3.00) 

ALL KNIVES HAVE SCABBARDS 

GERMAN HJ YOUTH KNIFE 
C07G·05·09 . . . .$20 (3.00) 

FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF EDGED WEAPONRY FROM BATTLE AXES TO SAMURAI 
SWORDS TO FULL-SIZE SUITS OF ARMOUR. 

MEDALS & BADGES ~~~~m ~~~~I~~S 
. THIS "RUPTURED DUCK" IS 

<3 MADE FROM ORIGINAL DIES. 
U.S. WWII DISCHARGE BUTTON 
C14U·S1·01S . .. . . . .. $4 (1 .75) 

GERMAN WWI "BLUE MAX" 
C14G·10·01 (W 'RIBBON) . . . . $20 (1 
C14G·20·77 (NECK CHAIN) ... $10 (1. 

~ BRITISH WWII RAF OR 
WWI RFC PILOT WINGS 

C15B·10·11B (RAF) ...... .. . . .. . . . . .... . .. . $10 (1 .75) 
C15B·10-11C (RFC) ............... . ........ $10(1 .75) 

FREE COLOR CATALOG SHOWS OVER 50 DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF MILITARY INSIGNIA, MEDALS , BADGES , FLAGS, ETC. 
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LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT 
KNIFE 

Double edge 440 stainless 
s teel blade. Full tang one 
piece constructi on. Leather 
sheath with Quick release 
snap and metal boo t/belt 
c lip . Money Back Guaranteed 
If Not Fullv Satisf ied " 

WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-4-SF 
373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 

r-----------, 
I SECURITY I 
; RESOURCES ; 
I Two required books for your security I 
I library. The Science of Electronic I 
I Surveillance describes and illustrates I 
I surveillance techniques and counter· I 

measures. Illustrated. $25.00. Also, 
I hundreds of personal defense, crime I 
I detection and privacy protettion de- I 
I vices are featured in our latest catalog, I 
I available for $10.00, refundable against I 

any future purchase. Please include 
I payment with order. I 
I I 
I I 

I Li~ l II "'= li ~.~~ II 
. . h . e..Li\ 

II -~ It; ~ITI : 
I ~=~ I 
I LAW I 
I ENFORCEMENT I 
I ASSOCIATES I 
I 135 MAIN STREET I 
I BELLEVillE, NEW JERSEY 07109 I 
L ,E0.!l, ~!!!O.!. !!.L;:~l°l! ~ .... 
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NAVY PILOTS 

Continued from page 83 

Equalizer. 
Eight pounds of protection off the 

road or on the water. Brush gun. 
Plinker with a big 45 caliber plunk. 
The Mark 45 semi-automatic carbine 
is light handling, fires with great 

accuracy. little recoil and . 
little noise. Engineered With 

military practicality. 

r--
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I Free 
I Brochure 

Models. grips. 

I cases. clips. sights 
and slings. 

ICAII1C. 
I P.O. Box 10214-SF 

Knoxville. TN 37919 .. _______ 110. 

YOU CAN BE AN EXPERT 
I GUNSMITH IN LESS THAN 

SIX MONTHS 
I START NOW AND EARN YOUR DIPLOMA 

AT HOME IN YOUR SPARE TIME. l OUR FAMOUS STAFF OF EXPERTS WILL TEACH YOU . 
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the general area, trying to spot Paul during 
his run-in . Paul and his co-pilot, Acie 
Davis, decided to swing wide to the south­
east, avoiding the potential SAM threat in 
the opposite quadrant. With that, we loaded 
up and launched. 

We flew outbound on top of the cloud 
deck as the two aircrewmen readied their 
weapons. They had a minimum load on 
board, 100 rounds of blanks . I noted the ring 
sight was folded down on the mini gun and 
asked one of the gunners if they used their 
sights. " We load one in three tracers , and if 
we have to shoot we're going to be in close , 
anyway . After awhile you get the hang of it 
and just naturally point so you're on target 
first time." , 

Nearing the target area, Paul descended 
to about I 00 feet. The pink " gripe sheet" 
for this H-3 contained previous mention of a 
malfunctioning friction lock on the collec­
tive . Now it was acting up again . " This was 
supposed to be fixed ," Paul told Davis . 

"We need new airplanes ," Acie replied. 
" Roger that. " 
Acie placed a topographical map on the 

radio console between the seats . It's the 
same scale as an infantry platoon leader 
might use - that's how much HC-9 relates 
to its terrain flying. 

Acie looked ahead as we continued north­
east. "Look at that water falling over them 
rocks." He checked his map . 

" That 's called a waterfall ," said PauL 
" Y ou can see all the wonders of nature from 
right up here . Fersure." 

Dipping into a ravine , Paul hopped over 
the next ridge and banked hard left to 
negotiate a tum in the gully. Moments later 
we were out in open desert , heading up a dry 
wash . The ground immediately below was 
sparkling white sand. In' our big, dark-green 
Sikorsky we seemed about as inconspicuous 
as a stripper in a spotlight. 

A gunner called , " Traffic nine o 'clock 
high ." Looking up to port, we saw the stark 
silhouette of the CAG's H-3. Its noise came 
around in our direction . " Damn, they 've 
made us, " Paul muttered . He'd hoped to 
sneak in unseen and tiptoe up behind Bryan . 
Now he bent on more power and moved 
ever lower. We were making 120 knots 
indicated , perhaps 20 feet off the deck. It 
was exhilarating , to understate things . 

Nearing a 40-foot hillock, Paul lowered 
the collective , easing back the stick . 
"Come on , you pig, slow down. " He had to 
crayfish sideways to bleed off excess speed. 
In a near-hover he moved into the shadow of 
the humped terrain , hoping to elude further 
detection . 

Now close enough to call our E-2 , we 
asked bearings to the survivors . Bryan told 
us to look at the base of the mountains. We 
headed out again , watching for mirror 
flashes. Acie got out the ID cards with their 
personalized info. 

Paul was sneaking a glance at his instru-
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ments, slowing to 60 knots, when I caught a 
glint ahead and slightly to starboard . I 
pointed in that direction, fumbling for the 
mike switch . " Whatcha got?" Paul asked 
just as I managed , " Flash at one o'clock." 

Moments later we were close enough to 
make out two green-suited survivors atop a 
small hilL With ID confirmed via radio, 
Paul told them to pop their smoke and we 
saw the green. Both men dashed downhill, 
barely arriving in time to scramble aboard as 
we hovered in a swirling dust cloud. We 
were gone in 30 seconds. 

At debrief we learned that Steve Millikin 
had spotted our shadow. One of his crew 
then noticed our helo , which looked like " a 
fas t-moving green bush. " There had been 
no glass reflection , no rotor flash. The two 
survivors never heard us , but finally saw us 
between three and four miles out. They'd 
previously noted some dust in the direction 
of our approach but weren't sure if it was a 
helo or a whirlwind . 

The main lesson was how well even a big 
bird like an H-3 can hide in seemingly fl at 
terrain . Looking back where we'd been, the 
topography from I,SOO feet at three miles 
was featureless and indistinct. Even small 
depressions shielded our Sikorsky from 
alerted eyes until almost the last minute . 
That ' s mighty encouraging. 

What 's more encouraging, yet frustrat­
ing , is that another chopper would be smal­
ler and faster. For the next-generation I 
SAR helo already exists. The SikorSky UH-
60 Blackhawk is now flying with the Army 
and, as noted , an ASW version is entering 
service with some Navy squadrons. Every­
body I talked to at ComHelWingRes, from 
mechanics to CAG , considers the H-60 a 
near-perfect choice to replace the H-3 . 

The Blackhawk 's advantages are con­
siderable: vastly greater range (with option 
of in-flight refueling), more speed, as much 
as 10 times less maintenance and a variety 
of ordnance options on the External Stores 
Support System. 

The ESSS is particularly attractive for 
CISAR . It affords not only mission-oriented 
equipment such as additional fuel , but con­
siderable sel f-defense capabil ity . The 
Marines have experimented with Sidewin­
der air-to-air missiles in Cobra gunships , 
and preliminary evaluation is extremely 
optimistic. Basically , the missile option 
turns the SAR helo from a sitting duck to a 
rattlesnake, more than able to defend itself 
against fighter aircraft and enemy helicop­
ters . 

Additionally , the H-60 is simply a more 
powerful , better-built aircraft. With more 
power for high density-altitude operations, 
it can perform its job in a variety of global 
areas. And it 's far more agile than the H-3 , 
with twice the G-Ioading . Currently, CI 
SAR pilots are limited to I .S-G maneuvers , 
since their birds were built as ASW chop­
pers , which never have to yank and bank . 
But given the age of HC-9 's current air­
frames, I .S G could pull an H-3 apart any­
way . That ' s not much leeway to start with, 
and precious little if you ' re trying to outfly a 
Hind D. 
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The Air Force has already sprung for the 
H-60DS as a specific CISAR bird. With · 
strong funding support, the D model will ' 
have extremely advanced avionics - much 
more than the Navy wants or needs for the 
job. 

What, then , is the problem? Why not buy 
the 24 H-60s which HelWingRes asks? Two 
dozen would be good; 30 would be plenty . 
That would equip two squadrons - one on 
each coast - and maybe a back-up cadre 
elsewhere. HC-9 figures the Navy could 
completely re-equip and expand the CISAR 
community for under a quarter-billion dol­
lars ; petty cash in the till of government 
spending. It equates to three H-60 squad­
rons for the price of 10 FI A-I8s. And that' s 
a bargain . 
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-Volume I. 

Now for the first time! 
On video cassette! 
Exciting video programs for the Pro­
fessional . A solid 83 minutes you can­
not afford to miss. Permanent reference 
works ... vital to your personal video 
library. 

So why not do it? 
Enter the JVX concept. Or, more specifi­

cally, the Bell-Boeing XV-15. This still­
experimental bird is a new concept, a tilt­
wing rotorcraft neither airplane nor helicop­
ter. The Marines are interested in it as a 
possible replacement for the long-serving 
CH-46 and CH-53 supply choppers. But 
they'll have to be very patient. Develop­
mental costs (before production) are pro­
jected at three billion dollars or more . 
That's a hellacious price to pay for a still­
unproven design which won't reach squad­
rons until the mid-1990s . Dan Hartley says 
that the only prospective Navy pilots to fly 
the JVX are now in grade school. 

But Sikorsky has numero,us H-60As sit-
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and rapid fire Mini·Guns. 
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ting on the ramp right now, awaiting Army 
payment. It's usually cheaper to build now 
and sell later in order to keep costs down, 
and that's what the good folks at Stratford 
have done. Meanwhile, the Navy could be 
leasing those birds until they're needed else­
where. 

But that's unlikely, left to the Navy. 
Snorts one helo driver, "It makes too damn 
much sense." ' 

There are other considerations favoring 
the Blackhawk. Aside from a relatively low 
unit cost (between five and seven million) is 
the ability to self-deploy almost anywhere. 
Bryan Lucas says, "With H-3s, we're lim­
ited to about 500 miles and splash. The 
H-60 has the capability to fly 1,200 miles, . 
which leaves few areas of the globe inac­
cessible to us." In an era of crowded 
strategic airlift schedules and uncertain sea­
lift, that's a huge factor. 

The H-60 is l!lso extremely adaptable to 
other uses. The same qualities which make a 
successful CISAR bird are identical to those 
for naval special warfare. This largely in­
cludes insertion and extraction of SEAL 
teams, where stealth is the key to success in 
covert operations. 

Add in the ESSS and you have a dandy 
low-level platform which can launch ship­
killer missiles similar to the Exocet. Re­
place the anti-ship missiles with Sidewin­
ders and you automatically produce an inner 
air -defense ring for the carrier battle group. 
The same ESSS hardpoints can take up to 16 
Hellfire antitank missiles, with internal 
storage for two reloads . This feature alone 
would make the H-60 a godsend to the 
Marine Corps and the Rapid Deployment 
Force. 

At rock-bottom, the difference between 
the H-3 and the H-60 is summarized by 
Bryan Lucas: "The H-60 is meant to go in 
harm's way," he says. "And since that's 
our business in CISAR, we think we have a 
very strong case for bQth the machine and 
the money required. What we need now is 
the support of the power-brokers in the Pen­
tagon. " 

Whatever happens, it needs to be done 
fast. The next war may be tomorrow or next 
year, but the Navy can't wait much longer. 
As Tim Wright says, "We're running out of 
helicopters. " 

After Vietnam, the Navy retained a CI 
SAR unit from an obligation to retrieve 
downed fliers. The motive is' not wholly 
humanitarian. Aircraft can be replaced, but 
a combat-experienced aviator, current on 
local situations and tactics, is priceless. 

Or is he? Some cost-analysis freaks, left­
overs from the McNamara days, have im­
plied that aviators may not be worth the risk. 
It costs roughly one million dollars to train a 
carrier pilot today. Some of the aircraft inc 
volved in a rescue operation would cost over 
20 million . 

But if in fact the Navy's goal is' 'no more 
POWs," if it is serious about bringing 'em 
back alive, the service will act now - to 
keep faith with its people. 

In short, Navy Air is challenged to put its 
money where its mouth is. ~ 
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KAREN REBELS 

Con(inued from page 66 

U San Yu, Gen. Ne Win ruled Burma as a 
military dictator. He is a frog-like man , with 
a lizard's grin, 'Who has been known to beat 
to death aides or colleagues who crossed 
him at the wrong moment . He once became 
angry. when an American Emqassy car was 
blockIng the entrance to a charity ball in 
Rangoon . Toe acting American ambassador 
",":a~ ca~sing th~ delay as lIe stood by the CM 
glVlng InstructIOns to his chauffeur. Ne Win 
jumped out of his car and gave the American 
~mbassador a mighty, !:>One-crunching kick 
In the pants. .' 

Nearly crippled by the kick, the humiJi­
ate~ U.S. diplomat was rushed ho~e to the 
States and soon retired. 

F?r ye~s,. the Karens have managed to 
retaIn maJonty control of their section of 
Burma, but lQey have not been able to gain 
total control. One reason is the sheer size of 
the Burmese Army which at 200 000 men 
keeps a sizable force 'in 'the ' cedter of th~ 
coulltry to protect Rangoo[l, Mandalay and 
Moulmein, its three largest cities. 

. Other large forces are spread along the 
Sittang front, facing the Karens . The re t of 
the Burmese Aimiis on picket duty in the 
Shan ';lnd Kachin regions to the northeast 
and f~ north, or directly engaging Shan and 
KachIn reb~larmies in running combat. 

Th~nks. to years of trail1ing and experi­
ence In thiS protracted, brutal civil war, the 
Bu:mese ~y has become extremely pro­
fiCient. It has performecj well against crack 
uni~sof C?ina's People's Liberation Army 
dunng ChInese forays along their common 
frontier. . ' . 

!he' Karens have proven to be just as 
skillful, but they haveneitlIer an air force 
nor ~dequate air defenses. Conseque~tly, 
the tInY Burmese Air Force has· been able to 
win 'many battles by using napalm and rQCk-
e~ . . 

If the Karens were to cut off the tail of 
Burma at any o(the many narrow points 
south of Moulmein (which could be done 
easily at any time), they would have to 
contend with Burmese jets. The Burmese 
Army ",":ol!ld use their planes to chew up the 
~aren IIn~, and then move in with support-
Ing armor. . 

To correct this deficiency, the Karens 
?Iust .either develop an antiaircraft capabil­
Ity With surface-to-air missiles and ground 
fire, or cripple the Burmese planes on the 
ground with sappers. .' 

The Karens have qeen reluctant to strike 
deep within Rangoon, . or ambush the air 
force because , they do not ' approve of 
treachery, and refuse to practice it them-
selves . " . . 

Nevertheless, changes are taking place. 
On 30 September 1982, heavily armed 
Ka~en sappers attacked Rangoon:s · main 
radIO transmitter and a nearby police sta~ 
tion. Rockellaunchers and Chinese AK -4 7 s 
were used in the attack; the Kalashnikovs 
were purchased on the black market in Thai-
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EXOTIC WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK 
By Mlcl"!ael Hoy 

Large $* x 11, Oller 400 phot~s of more than 
200 weapons, with more than 500 dealers In 
an easy-to-use well-organIzed ' format. 
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Features of the 1983 Edition: 
• More than 200 weapons descrIbed and 

Illustrated; with dealer 1I.,lngs for al/ . 
• Oller 400 photographs and illustrations of 

thl! world's most fascInating hand weapons 
--ancf/,!structlqns on how to buy them 

• Sources for . books, plans, perIodIcals, 
organIzations, and additional Information 
for all weapons listed . ",. . 

• Complete na(FIes and addresses of dealers 
prolllded for ALL weapons listed ' 

Available'again: The book that tells y.ou where 
and how to' buy and/or make all sorts of' 
strange and u'1usual weapon·s. EXOTIC 
WEAPONS: AN ACCESS BOOK has been 
highly praised by professionals inthefi!llds of 
weaponry: self defense', survival, clandestine 
operations, and personal freedom. It is widely 
reco'gnlzed as the finest weapons source 
book in the world. 
Here I!re just a few of the unusual weapons 
Y9U can buy using this amazing new book: 
stun guns. brass knuckle • • gralllty knilles • 
b9dy armor ~ prlmltllle and stone age wea­
pons . ' bolas • battle axes • crossbows • 
tra,!qulllier guns '. orlental we;Jpons • sap 
glollf!s. tasers • police weapons • nIght 
vIsIon devIces • smoke grenades ' • • wltch­
blades . ' sonIc weapon • • underwater wea­
pons. • sfNorfi canes. gatllng guns. electrIcal 
weapons • an,d much, much morel 

All of thes,e weapons and many, many more 
are described and illustrated, with dealer 
names and ~ddress~s given for each weapon! 
The ali-neW 1983 edition of EXOTIC WEA­
PONS: AN ACCESS BOOK is bigger and 
better than ever! More than 150 large 8Y, x 11 
pages, crammed wi'th information on where 
and how you can buy over 200 differenl 
weaponsl Use the handy ~oupon below to 
order your copy today. You will be' very 
pleased. we know. 

----------------~~~~~-~~~~;-~:I;:;;~~--------------SOF 

PO Box 1197: PI. Town.end, WA 9~368 

Please send me copies of EXOTIC WEAPONS: 
AN ACCESS BOOK. I enclose $9,95 + $2.00 
shipping & handling for each copy 

Name Addres:':s------ - ------
City' _______ =:---;:--,--____ _ 
S)ate Zip Code _ __ _ 
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GENUINE GI 
JUNGLE BOOT 

SIZES 4-14 N, R, W, XW. 
some 1/2 sizes 

Spike Protective, canvas­
nylon uppers , leather 

bottom , screen vent 
in arch . 

MASTER CHARGE, VISA. COO', accerted. 
Send for our free 9 page price list 0 other 
government surplus including camoullague 
fatigues. 

Valley Surplus 
Box34&-S 

Tariffville. Conn. 06081 
. (203) 658-6228 

ALL OROERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE. PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS., INSURED. 

* lll~'I'I·I) AN"~ SYS'I'EM * 
SlJU\'JlT1U, 1)I~ llYIN.(J (~lUlI)S 
will help you survive 
rainy days. dul l trips. 
or any 'stay al ive' 
situation. Each card 
has bas ic informat ion 
for 1st aid. shelter. 
food. gathering. fire 
starting & more. Great 
fun and learning. Order 
a deck today. only S4.95 or buy an ex tra for a friend 
and get 2 for 58.95 postpa id. 
Send check or M.O. to : 0 Send FREE Ca talogue 

Bri ade 
Quartermasters, Ltd. 

LA' 266 Roswell St. (SF14) Mar ..... GA 30060 

be bC 

T-SHIRTS sa . OO S " L 

land. This may signal a quickening in the 
tempo of this long civil war. 

Indeed, at Karen headquarters near the 
Thai border, delegations from the Shan reb­
el forces, the Kachins and other ethnic 
groups have discussed forming a joint mili­
tary command. Proposed is a plan that 
would attach Karen advisers to all other 
ethnic forces' headquarters to coordinate 
operations. Units of tough mountain guer­
rillas from the Kachin and Shan regions 
(including the Wa, LahlJ and other hill 
tribes) would join the Karen operations in 
the south, targeted on Rangoon . 

The objective should not be considered as 
a contest between communist and non­
{;ommunist elements in Burma. That strug­
gle exists , too , but the ethnic rebels are 
struggling for statehood, not political ideol­
ogy . They want a significant say in their 
affairs , control of their finances without 
Burmese interference and a l11easure of self­
rule under a federal form of government. 

Since the Karens have suffered brutality 
for decades under a military dictator as ruth­
less as Idi Amin or Papa Doc Duvalier (who 
despite his retirement, failing health 'and age 
still retains power in Burma), they deserve 
all the help they can get. The good people 
who gave sanctuary to Lord Jim are still 
there, getting trashed by fate . ~ 

SUPPORT NICARAGUAN 
FREEDOM fIGHTERS 

I ...... ~:·"ij'i·s·Pl·AY' .. Y(i'u'ii .. ·M·E'ii'AlS···N·ij'wi:';" .. · .. 
I ~ (z:) ~ " 

it%Isnlll I WORLD WAR" • KORE' • 'lEl". ' 
How to claim U.S. Medals FREE! '\ All Services I 
Full Size U.S. and Vietnamese Medals. Ribbons, i 
Badges, Fine Display Cases, Miniature Medals, ' 
Personal Service. Display the valuable Medals ! 
awarded you or your family. Guaranteed! :ij 

_ FREE CATALOG -
I·················:·· .. · .. · ........ ··· .. · .... · .... ·····"·· .. ·· .. ··· .......................... ~ ......................... ~ 
I Write H MEDALS, 2414 FCedarwood Court I 
! Today! Mariet~a , Georgia 30067 i 
:. .................................................................................................................. " .. . 

JERSEYS 
When it A,bsolutely HAS to Be There .. . 

. 
~ 
z 
w 
(/) 
(/) 

W 
0::: 
Il. 

E1R'S'E'Y' S"':k','o.~ 0 . . . ~ L 
hi /hl k " ~con~~/~6C$~~~~~ MIX CAPS "$ ·~ ·: o 0 

navy-, red. bl u " ~ REL I- PRESS ENT . 
add P&H $1.50 Can $2.00 P.O . Bo x 37 I 

Dougla sville . ' Ga. 30 I 33 
For lilln $ 5.00 

Drily the strong S,!JRVIVE 

.f " ,. ,. " 
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Continued from page 17 

Nicaragua, the USMC's amphibious 
landing brought fear to the hearts of 
the ' comandantes. 

Just three weeks after the liberation 
of Grenada by U.S. Marines, Army 
Rangers and 82nd Airborne para­
troops, the Honduran exercise had the 
S~ndinistas digging tlieir bunkers just 
a little bit deeper. 

The Marines had some success in 
$olving Nicaragua's bandit problem 
back in the 1930s and, as a conse­
quence, the Sandinistas quake a bit 
when they hear the word Marine. 

With. the Marines playing in the surf 
just north of Nicaragua, the Sandys 
were in a tizzy and made some state­
ments which, on the surface, indicated 
they had a sudden resurgence of in­
terest in things like human rights, free­
dom of the 'press and national elec­
tions. 

Although their interest in giving the 
Nicaraguan people a fair shake will 
likely be short-lived, another action the 
Sandinistas took in November will 
probably last awhile. Reportedly, the 
Sandys passeq the word to the United 
States that U.S civilians in Nicaragua 
would come to no harm. 

One U.S. diplomatic type in Hon­
duras is reported to have said that the 
Grenada invasion and the MAU prac­
tice landing in Honduras had the San­
dys so shook up that Nicar~gua just 
might be the safest place in the world 
for Americans. -. 

AFGHAN FREEDOM 
'"' FIGHTERS FUND ... 

After fOur years of ruthless Soviet 
occupation, indiscriminate slaughter of 
civilians, gassing of villages, destruc­
tion of crops and farm animals and 
ofhf;H brutal acts of repression , the 
brave Afghan people are stil l fjghting 
back. They are figrting for the right to 
run t.heir o~n country, to be secure 
within their own country and to worship 
as their fathers did. 

The Afghans are not asking for for­
eign volunteers - indeed they don't 
want foreigners fighting their Holy War 
- and they are not afr~id to die in their 
battle against the Russians. But faith 
and courage are not enough to win a 
war against the modern Soviet Army. 
They also need rifles, ammunition, 
medical supplies, blankets and food to 
carry on the struggle. 

SOF created the Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund to try to raise funds for 
these necessities. All money donated 
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to the AFFF goes directly into the 
. hands of the Afghan leaders so that 

they can buy the supplies, ammunition 
and weapons needed to fight the Rus­
sians. 

Since we have not yet convinced the 
IRS that killing Russians is a "charit­
able or educational" activity, .contribu­
tions are not tax.-deductible, but each 
donor does receive a certificate of 
appreCiation signed by Editor/Pub­
lisher Robe'rt K. Brown,- And each 
donor has the satisfaction of knowing 
that he has made a contribution to the 
struggle for religious and political free­
dom in J.\fghan·istan. 

Send donations to Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306. 

Allah Akbar, Death to Tyrants. 

BOO ON 
. . THE BDU ... 
On Grenada, the U.S. Army troops 

came ashore wearing the new camou­
flage battle-dress uniform, or BDU. 
Objections by the troops about the 
BpU - the cloth doesn't breathe and 
thus is hot and heavy - persuaded the 
Army to bring in some of the older field 
uniforms for the troops. 

A survey earlier thfs year produced 
universally unfavorable reports from 
the field on the BDU. 

Despite all that, in December the 
U.S. Army 'announced it was going 
ahead with the purchase of more than 
$400 million worth of BDUs. The Army 
also announced it has plans for a light­
weight version of the BDU for use in 
warmer climates. . 

While it is true that the. Democratic­
controlied Congress lies awake at 
night out of fear that PreSident Reagan 
might inv~de Antarctica, it is far more 
likely that the United States may be 
drawn into a war in Lebanon or EI Sal­
vador in the immediate future. Last we 
heard, those places tend -to run to hot 
temperatures. . 

The U.S. Army should spend more 
time listening to the troops, and Con­
gress Should spend less time worrying 
about problems that don't exist. Maybe 
then the troops would get a fairer deal. 

WINNING ONE . 
FOR THE TIMES ... 

To say that some onhe mainstream 
media was upset by the refusal of the 
U.S, government to allow press in on 
the Grenada operation is a bit of an 
understatement. Even more upsetting 
to some of the press was American 
public re~ction to the temper tantrum 
of the press: overwhelming support for 
the military. . 

Thus, the stage was set in Hon­
duras. Ground rules for covering the 
Marine Amphibious Landing at Puerto 
Castillo included a proviso that photog­
raphers confine themselves inside a 
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EMERGENCY'SU'RVIVAL SUIT 
Made from TYVEK - used to protect skin from radio·active contamination "and 4995 
MYLAR - as used in the Apollo Space Program. ' Postage 

lightweight (8 OZ.), re·usable, tough, and durable Included 

NAME 

STREET ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: 

ZIP SIGNATURE 

CARD NO. EXPIRES 

. D. VISA 0 MASTERCARD 0 MONEY ORDER 0 CHECK 
(Immediate shipment on Cred it Cards and Money Orders) (Allow 3 wks. clearing) 

QUANTITY UNIT PRICE TOTAL 

$49.95 $ 

E S P Ernergency Survival Produc ts 
1492 Wallace Road 

. .' . Oakvilll3. Ontario LSL2Y 2 . Ganada 

The famous C.I.A. 
"Get out of jail free" card 

An exact reprint of the C.I.A. Covert Opera­
tions 1. 0 . card carried by members of ihe 
SOG (Stud ies and Observations Group) in 
S' . . Asle during the Viet Nam Era. 

" ... 0 0 not detain or question him ! He is 
authorized to wear civilian clothing. carry 
unuauel per anal wea pons, pass into res­
tr ic ted are88. requ isit ion equipment of all 
types ... " 
" If he Is ki lled. do not remOVI! th is document 
from hlm l Etc .•• prin ted In three colors! . 

SOLD AS A WAR 
RELIC ONLY! 

Devll 's Brtgade 
Box 3 2 

$5.00 
guaranteed! 

Mt. Ida, Arkansas 7 I 957 

. NEW B fT. TAKE - DOWN BLOWGUN 
SUFjVIVAL WEAPON SILENT POWERFUL 
.. .e_----------

BIG BROTHER IS WATCHING 
Wiretapping 

and Electronic 
Surveillance: 
Commission 

Studies 
A gold mine of 

practical informa­
tion relating to the 

-------
I'JIAHRPPIr.lG Rr.lU 

HECTAOr.lIC SlJIUElllROCE 

nuts and bolts of CDI:II:1ISSIOr.l STUUIES 
wiretapping and 
b uggi ng! Topics +'c""'ov""e"'re"'"d""-- '-i-n-cl-u-de-:":& 
Audio eavesdropping ; Telephone 
wiretapping ; Telephone room eaves­
dropping; Infinity transmitters; Special 
Pllrpose microphones; Radio eaves­
dropping devices; Wireless micro­
phone transmitters ; Min iature devices' 
Microwave devices; Tape recording 
systems; Tracking systems; and much 
more! Contains surprisingly thorough , 
Illustrated descriptions of a wide 
variety of state-of-the-art electronic 
surveillance techniques and devices. 
1976, lafJIe 8~ x 11, 112 pp, profu.ely 
1!lu.trated, .~" cOlfer. $9.95. - - - . Name: ____________________ ___ 
Address, ________________ _ 
City ____________________ _ 

State Zip _______ __ 

F,.. with elfery ordert LafJIe catalog 
with dozen .. of boob on 'pylng, .u,­
Ife"lance, ,alfe.dropplng and wl,e-

SOF tapping and related .ublect., 

Covert 
Surveillance 
& Electronic 
Penetration 

A how-to-do-it 
manual for govern­
ment agents, this 
book details pro­
fessional techni­
ques for spying and eavesdropping. 
Topics covered include: Shadowing 
and tailing; Fixed and mobile surveil­
lance; Vehicle surveillance; Night 
vis ion devices; Electronic eavesdrop­
ping devices; Body-mounted transmit­
ters; Concealed microphones; Wire­
tapping ; Intercepting computer data; 
Tetephone bugging ; and much more! 
Is Big Brother watching you? You bet 
he is, and th is book tells you exactly 
how he's doing it! 1983, lafJIe 8~ x 11, 
51 pp, lIIu.trated, .oft cOlfer. $6.95. 

- - - - - - - - -Ptease send the books checked below: 
o Wiretapping and Electronic Surveit­

lance ($9,95 + $2.00 shipping) 
o Covert Sur,veillance & Etectronic 

Penetration ($6.95 + $2.00 shipping) 
o SPECIAL: Both books for only 

$15.00 postpaid! 
Loompanics Unlimited 

PO Box 1197,Pt Townsend, WA 98368 
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"DIE YOU BASTARD". Bumper Sticker. $2.00. T ·Shirt. $7.95. 
p.w., Dept. SF, 237 W. Houghton Lake Drive, Prudenville, MI 
48651 . 
WEBFOOTED WARRIORS ASSOCIATION (Navy UDT and 
SEALS) . Information send 40 cents cash or stamps. Suite 
1016, 8033 Sunset Blvd., Hollywood, CA 90046. 

BRITISH MILITARY SUPPLY, Dealers in Uniforms, Insignia & 
Equipment 1984 Updated List, $1.00, Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 . 
FREE: SOLIDARNOSC bumber sticker. Help-Christian­
Poland. Send SAS.E. to: SOLIDARNOSC, P.O. Box 77015, 
Pittsburgh, PA 15215. 

AMERICANS OF EUROPEAN DECENT united to promote 
our cultural heritage! Send extra stamp! VANGUARD, 455 
Pine St., Manchester, NH 03104. 

"HELP FIGHT CRIME - SHOOT A BURGLAR" and "RUS­
SIA SUCKS" bumber stickers, $2.00 each. Also " ILLEGALLY 
PARKED" stickers for inconsiderate drivers, 8 for $4.95. Add 
50 ' cents postage and handling. Texans add 5%. FLYING 
DUTCHMAN ENTERPRISES, Dept. S, 13033, Wirevine, 
Houston TX 77072. 

RETAKE SAIGON and other songs like World Without Mos­
cow and "We Need Another Kent StateT from the last concert 
by Buddy Holocaust. NOW AVAILABLE! Finally Buddy shows 
us the way- the right way. They didn't call him " Holocaust" for 
nothing. For this professionally recorded cassette send $4.98 
plus $2.00 shipping and handling to LETHAL RECORDINGS, 
P.O. Box 8708-586, Newport Beach, CA 92658-1708. Check 
or money order. Allow 6 to 8 weeks for delivery. (79) 

LET US "COVER" YOU. Seeking Anonymity while traveling? 
Send SAS.E. for list of services. P.O. Box 39886, Denver, CO 
80239. 
EX-USAF JET FIGHTER PILOT FOR HIRE. Ready for action! 
Multliple ratings, valid passport. Available on short notice for 

risk mercenary or domestic flying aSSignments. Serious 
Check me out. Contact CRASH, 4807 Raymond, 
48640, (517) 496-9146. 

. 7k~if!IIk6j~­
" 7~"""'-de~ 

-'e de 'Udu." 

EMPLOYMENT. Vietnam S.E.A.l. ; ex-chief of police; instruc­
tor S.wAT., pistol, rifle, retail security, arson, plus. Mike, Rt. 1 
Box 396, Linden, TX 75563. 
WAR TROPHIESI From Lebanon, PLO Cap Badges $12.00 
ea., SHAMRAGGS (Arab Head Cloths) $21 .00. A.HA, Box 
21606, Denver , CO 80221. 

NUCLEAR WAR IS SURVIVABLE'" Send $1.00 (refundable) 
and SASE for list of US Military CBR equipment and manuals. 
PARAGON SALES & SERVICES, INC., P.O. Box 2022, Joliet, 
IL 60434. 
EXPLOSIVE AND INCENDIARY AMMUNITION FOR THE 
• 22 RIMFIRE: This book describes how to prepare 9 different 
varieties of special purpose ammunition that produces some of 
the most devasting wounds. Turns the lowly .22 rimfire into a 
man-stopper as devastating as a .357 Magnum, $9.95 : MKBS 
- PUBLICATIONS, 4111 Lincoln Blvd., Suite 353-S, Marina 
Del Rey, CA 90292. 
SILENCERS INTHE 1980'8, GREAT DESIGNS, GREAT DE­
SIGNERS, by J. David Truby - an in depth , lully illustrated 
report on the newest development in suppressor technOlogy. 
Order yours today! $14.00 postpaid . PALADIN PRESS, P.O. 
Box 1307-KMY, Boulder, CO 80306. . 

GREAT LAKES FIREWORKS COMPANY. Brings fireworks 
to your door!! Illustrated Catalogue $1.00. Refundable. P.O. 
Box 5324. Cleveland. OH 44101. (80) 
FIREWORKS: Fun , Safe" Patriotic; top quality. countiess 
items, lowest prices. illustrated catalogue $1 ; (refundable), 
PYRO-SONIC DEVICES, Box 711 S14, Grand Haven, MI 
49417. (87) 
THE BATTLE FOR KHE SANH - Complete history of the epic 
battle. The besfbook on the subject, 203 pages. $14.00 post­
paid from J. FLORES, Box 14-B. Rosemead, CA 91770. Free 
catalog. 
AVIATION/MILITARY VIDEO CASSETTES. VHS and BETA. 
Free catalog. NF VIDEO. 177 Webster St. , Suite 244-S, Mon­
terey, CA 93940. 
ARVN FLAG JUST $25.00 POSTPAIDI Big 44" x 30" size! 
Looks great on the wall! Unconditional money-back guarantee! 
Free 'Nam Catalog with order! Or send 20 cent stamp (no 
stamp no catalog) for catalog to BIEN HOA PRODUCTIONS, 
Dept. RVN, Box 56, Fayetteville, AR, 72702. 

COLLEGE DIPLOMA 1 DAY 
Has your diploma been lost or damaged? 
Most schools available . Beautifu l exacting 
reproductions including seals & colors. All 
inquiries confidential. Color catalogue $3 

ALUMNI ARTS 
Dept. SF 15 Box 552 Grants Pass, OR 97526 

FRENCH INSIGNIA: Legion, Para. Commando, ColOnial. 200 
page catalogue $20.00. Air mail. GEORGE CEDOU. 39 Rue , 
de la Sainte-Famille. 31200 Toulouse, FRANCE. 

HOW TO START YOUR OWN SMALL BUSINESS with good 
returns and many deductions. We offer four great business 
ideas that you can begin with very little money and show you 
~o8~~81$5 .00to I.P.S., Ltd" SF2, P.O. Box 369, Ft. Morgan, 

WHOLESALE FOOD packages for emergenCies, survival or 
camping. Warehouses near you . Write for free info: Mr. Wright, 
P.O. Box 02611 , Portland, OR, 97202. Add $3 and I'll send you 
dinner. 
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Contact your local sporting goods 
dealer for sample or write: 

FLiTZ INTERNATIONAL LTD. 
DEPT. S.F. WATERFORD, WISC. 53185 

SABER-TOOTHED TIGER SKULLS, Lions. Gorillas, Human 
skulls. Excellent trophies. Museum display quality. Inexpen­
sive reproductions. Catalog $1.00 (refundable). SKULLdug­
gery. Box 1 021-SF. Brea, CA 92621 . 

PROFESSIONALS WANTED - Send 20 cent stamp for 
brochure 01 World " El ite Fighting Units" insignia caps. Large 
selection . Fast service. Quantity prices. A&D PRODUCTS 
CO., P.O. Box 286-S, Bel Air, MD 21014. 

RHODESIAN RIDGEBACK PUPS. Farm raised from a large 
safan-line male, ultlm~te In personal protection and nose/sight 
tracking, $125 unregistered , $200 registered. LONG GREY 
LINE FARM , 2752, Hobbs Island Rd., Huntsvi lle AL 358'03 
(205) 883-9814. " 

RATTLERS AND RATTLER HUNTERS - A well illustrated 
book describing rattlesnakes and the men that hunt and cap­
ture them alive. $4.95 postpaid. HESS BOOKS. Box 225. RD 
#1, Saxton, PA 16678. (79) 

TURNE.D COMPONENTS. Precision Automatic Shop will pro­
duce firing PI,,:!S, armament devices, antennas, etc. , only for 
those defending Ireedom. Send blueprint and quantity for 
~~oi~1~:2G .T. M . COMPANY, P.O. Box 63. Chandlers Valley, 

EXPERIENCED SECURITY TEAM FOR HIRE. Wanting em­
ployment In Central or South America contact R.U., Box 264, 
Harleysville, PA 19438. 

UP TO 50% DISCOUNT ON BOOKSI Mantrapping. guerrilla 
warfare, explOSives, self defense and others. Free Brochure. 
~C~Oi6~TERPRISES , P.O. Box 65275-1 , West Des Moines. 

CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY ANGRY EAGLE 
EMBLEM. Collectors: 16x20 Deluxe 90 lb. cotton print from 
acrylic similar CIA emblem. Serial ed, $49.95. CKMO, 
Ameresprit, P.O. Box 26. Ethel, MS 39067. 

EX-VIETNAM TEAM SEEKS EMPLOYMENT outside U.S. or 
anything legal inside U.S. Expertise in long range recon, res­
cue, explOSives and engineering. light weapons Infantry. (614) 
879-9783 or 879-7281 or write : 716 Hillsdale Drive, West Jel­
ferson, OH 43162. 

MERC Fo.R HIRE: Demolition Expert, Bounty Hunter. Courier. 
Confidenllal. Contact DDI , #74, 5265 Atlantic Ave., Long 
Beach, CA 90805. (79) 

WANT A TEXAS ADDRESS? Conlidential remailing and for­
warding service. For details send SASE to: C&C RANCH. Box 
1024, Pasadena. TX 77506. 

STEEL CROSSBOWS: Devastating Power! Build your own for 
under $30. Detailed plans $15. A.M. SURVIVAL. Rt. 3, Box 10, 
Los Fresnos, TX 78566. ~ 

NUCLEAR HOLOCAUST - Your family's survival is a must, 
but you need us today. our experts are waiting to help you. 
~mJll3~e8~nfo . $3.50. J. POPE. 217 Sampson Street, Clinton , 

AUTO SEAR - Attention AR-15 owners we have machine 
shop drawing on building an auto-sear. Warning it is illegal to 
construct an auto-sear without prior BAT.F. approval. We 
keep no records. Send a $10.00 money order only for fast 
reply. B&E ENTERPRISE, P.O. Box 68. Parlin. NJ 08859. 
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COLLECTORS 
OF HISTORY 

Air Vietnam Flight Bags, $12; Royal 
Air Lao, $15; South Vietnam Flag, 
$30; Rhodesian Flag, $75; Com­
munist Propaganda Posters, Chinese 
Script Maps, world and others,$10. 
Flags, Maps, Posters all suitable for 
framing. Much More! Send for pricelist. 

HISTORY HUNTER 
P.o. Box 1468, Davis, CA 95617 
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