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NEW TITLES FROM THEACTIONLIBBARY: 

PALADIN PRESS 
SPECIAL HOLIDAY OFFER 
FOR PALADIN READERS 

Check the "Special Holiday Offer" box on the order form, and deduct 20% from 
any order over $50! This offer is being extended only to you, our valued 
customers. It is our way of saying, "Happy Holidays, and thanks for a good year'" 
ORDER NOW in time for Christmas gift-giving. Offer expi res on January 1, 1983. 
(Only available to retail customers.) 
Look for more Paladin Press titles further on in this issue. 

George Hayduke's Guide to Advanced 
Revenge Techniques 
by GeMge Hayduke 

It 's 1982 and gctung cvcn is a who le new ball 
game. That well -known master of revenge, 
George Ha ydukc, has sunk to ne w lows with 
this laccst co llect ion of original dir1 y tricks and 
creative scams. In Up rour.~ 1 you'll find 1hc 
meanes t, nastiest tricks for all th ose: people 
you love to h:uc-snakclikc salesmen, crooked 
landlo rd s, bungling burea ucrat s, and nosey 
neighbors. 

Haydukc has dreamed up app ro priate meth­
ods for striking hack at anyone who's hugging 
you. Up Yours! also con t:uns novel sca ms and 
harassment l tc hniqucs from h und reds of Ha)'· 
duke readers around lhe globe. The re suh 1s an 
o u uageou s compendium of wo nderfu ll y 
wicked wa ys to get even with the human vcr · 
min of this world . 

Up Yours! 1s ca [cgo ri zcd a lphabetica ll y inw 
over o ne hundred -fift y diffcrcn[ 1o p1cs­
Addit1vcs, Ai r Po lluters, Arson, Aurnmo biles, 
Bureaucrat s, Chemical s, College Life, and Fas t 
Food Srn rc s, to name jus1 a few. The re's a gag 
here for every perso n, busi ncss, or organization 
you've ever hal ed . 

Because man y of the author's suge 
ges tions may be illegal, the publisher 
offers this volume for entertainment 
pu rposes only! 
5 11! x S Y.!, hardcover, 220 pp. 
ISBN 0·8 7364 ·249·X $12.95 

U.S. NAVY SEAL COMBAT 
MANUAL 

For yea rs Pai:ldin has t ried to o btain copies of 
thi s formerly top-secret s pecial warfa re m:in · 
ual. It is one of the rnrest - and most infor­
mative- FMs in the emirc field of m ilita ry co l· 
Jcc ti ng. Now the wait is ovcr! 

The U.S Navy SEAL Comhtll M11111wl pro­
vides the most up ·to-dat e inform;u io n avai l· 
able on the equipment , weapons, and tactics 
employed by thi s mos t eli te unde rsea figh[ing 
force . Special emphas is is given to underw:iter 
demolition techniques :i nd explosives. Hun­
dreds of photos, chart s, and diagrnms h ighlight 
this rare fin d. h 1s an excepti onal com pan io n 
volume to thc classic Umlerwme r Denw/1tio11 
Temn Mll n11al. Topics covered includl' hi sto ry 
of t he SE ALS, communica ti on s, Wl'apons, su r· 
vival, coven 1111elli ~c ncc gathering, diving, 
fir st aid, infi hration and cx filtr:nion , demoli­
tions, and much more . Every milu:uy profes­
sional mu st ha ve 1his importa nt manual Ill h is 
librar y. BY! x 11 , so fic o vcr , illu s ., 
240 pp. $11 .95 

RANGER HANDBOOK 
l~ange r.~: 1he name has struck fear in the 

heart s of America's foes fo r cc n1Unes. From 
Rodge rs·s Rangers in the Frenc h and Indian 
War, t o the heroic cliff- scaling Range rs at 
N o rmand y, through 1he magnific ent lo ng­
range patrols behind [he lines in Korea , the 
Ranger tradition of bravery and endurance 1s 
unmatched. Com piled by 1he Ranger Depart ­
ment, Ft. Benning, Georgia, thi s handbook 
draws from bloody lessons learned from 200 
years of special operat10ns combal . Crammed 
wuh in fo rmauon o n dcmol1t1 o ns, firs t aid, 
boobytraps, rappe lling, communi cations, ;md 
over J001 hcr c ru c ial top ics. 4 \.'i x 6, sof1cover, 
illus .• 2 13 pp. 
ISBN 0·87364·044·6 

THE GERMAN SNIPER 1914· l 945 
lry Peta R. SenU:h 

The complcte story of :i mos1 :. 1~111ficant era 
m modern small arm:. 1.kvclopmenL No ot her 
book on Ge rman 1111\ttary !-.mpm_g comparl':i 
wnh th e qual u y of Pete r Semch':. The C:e rnwn 
Srnpcr 1914-1945. Bqtmmn~ with the G reat 
War, Senich tr;1cl'S the evo lu11011 of the Mauser 
98's 1111ua l ;1d;iprnuon to lun~-r:m~t· !-. n1p111~ 
mode, 111clud111~ the :i pec 1al accun:a 11 on mea:-.· 
ures :rnd early development o p11 c:il :. 1~ht s 
that wen· kq'stone :- fo r thesl· adaptation:.. 

Through the fi rs1 :- tagcs of WWII, thl' most 
notable penod m du !! weapon ':- develo pment , 
Nazi :mnourer:- concl·ntr:ited on adapttn).: thl' 
ve ne rah le Maus1.: r Karabmer 9H K to thl· Ill"\\' 

adva nced optirn l !-. lght 3 manufactured h)' 
Ze 1S!!, Goer:? and ot her!!. The!!e !!1ghung devi ­
ce !! were wn hnut pee r, and provided the Ge r· 
man Arm y, p;1na:ularl )' thl· !> pedat ly trarned 
"Sc harfsc hut zl'n" (:, h:1rpshomers !. with :1 dl' ­
c1ded ed~t'. 

Over 600 l'XCl' (ltional photn~ra ph :- detail 
l'Vc ry face t of these weapon :iy:.tc ms, and 1he 
men who used thl'm. Sen ic h l'Xplore!I mhn 
notewonhy a:,peet!> of Naz.1 :- 111prn~ h1!!tory­
tht· experimental rn le pbyt:d by the Sclhs1-
ladc~cwchr 4 1 and 43 se lect1Vl" fire assa ult 
nfle3, and a :.epara1e chapter of 111tc rv1ews wuh 
WWII Germany'3 toJl three ma:.ter slllpl' r:,. The 
Ge rman .'Hllper 1914-1945 :il:,o mcludes cld1111 -
uve proof ma rk 1denuf1ca u on 111form:1110n for 
alt relcv:rnt s ntprn~ rifl<.·3. mount s, oplic:1l 
s 1~ht s, and accessorie:.. 

SenOU!! German hi storians and weapons ex· 
pert s s11np l}' must have th1:, hook! 8 Y! x 11 , 
clmhbound, 660 phoiographs, 468 page:,. 
ISBN 0·87364-223·6 $49.95 

THE MINI-14 EXOTIC 
WEAPONS SYSTEM 

C:1 ll111).: :ill Mm1 · l-I owner:-! Con ve n vo ur 
m1111 into :1 full ;1u111, :-1lcncnl, SWAT ·t \·pe 
we:1pnn wnh th1 :- a lt -new homl· wo rk:-hop 
~1 11de ! Tia· 1\11111 l <i I x1it1t · H ' c11p1111 ., .\vstcm 
pre:-cnt:- cumplcte m:n: h111 ist':- dr:1Wlll).::-, fort}' 
dn,c-up phntn,, .rnd full -:-c;tle tem pl :lll'!! necd ­
nl to c111wl'n n1ur Ru)!l'r 11n11 :111 awe:-oml· 
'ekct1vl··ftrl· Wl',1p11n c;1p:ible of f1cld ·cle:mn)! 
f1rl·p11\\'l'r. 

Nutl· th :n tht :- c11tl\'l·r:-111n prnt:l·:-:- rn1u1rl' :­
nn m :11.: hrn111~o r 'Pl'Ct:tl wok 0111.:t· t.: 11111plctl'd, 
11 t :1h· :- 1u:-t tn•l· mmutt• :- 111 drop 111 thl· Auw· 
mat1c Cnnnl't:lllr 11hl· hook"!-. H'l.:fl' t! I or rl'mo vl· 
11 ·'' nn·dn l II \ th:11 ' 1m ple~ Crl·:1t l'd bv thl· 
:1ud111 r of Jl11111c \\'11 rk,/H1/1 \ifl.' m c1., :111d Tht' 
j\g 7 /_>:fl/le \V1•11p1111' \\· ,r1·m 1h1 ' book 1:­
w1tho ut douht thl' fim·:-t :-l'llT !l \'l' · f1rl' cunver­
:- 1011 m:rnu :il that l1al;1din h;1:- l'Vl'r puhli :-hnl. If 
you own a Min1 · 14, don 't dela )' . Order now! 9 x 
12, softcowr, mach1111st's drawrngs, 49 photos, 
full -scak· lt:mplate.!> , 80 pa_l!es. 
ISll N 0·87364·2;0·3 $12.00 

THE DEATH DEALER'S MANUAL 
lry Brndley Sie;ner 

Killers-for-hm: walk lhe strcl't .S :1 round us, 
every d:I)'. T hq may be mob hnmen, refugees 
from 'The Farm,~ KG ll executioner!>, o r ot her 
,1tovcrnment !'. pt·c1alt sts. Thesc human killing 
machines do their iohs with de:id l)' efficiency, 
wn hout an ounce of remo rse. 

The Demll lJeuld., i\fonual tclb the m1e 
story of how thl'se professional ki ll ers go abou1 
Jom~ their ugl )' busi nl'sS. Author Bradley 
Ste iner is kn ow n as one of America 's top mar­
ua\ comb:i t wri ters. Hc was able to penetrate 
1he inner san cwms of the wo rl d's busies! 
:l!'J!'J:lSS ination bureaus 111 compilin~ thi s terri ­
fyi nx guide lO dea th -for-sale. Sec ret ski ll s in thl' 
black an of a3sass manon :ire divu lged t0 the 
c ivilian readt:r- no holds barred. Numerous 
illustration s deta il th esl' term111:u1 on tech­
niques. Of special interest is a rnmple re Dim 
Mak ancirom}' <.' hart wi 1h time refe rence guide, 
publis hed here m En~hsh for 1he first time! 

Content s mclude: vital pomts, cd,ged wca p· 
ons, handguns, un armed killing tt:chniques, 
improv ised we:ipon kilh, usl· of 1he ,garrote and 
crossbow, syntheti c and na tura l poisons, Dim 
Mak - Chmese death wuch, ;rnd attributes of 
1hc professional assass rn . Warning: for in­
formational purposes only! 511! x BY!, 
softcovc r, di m .. , 112 pp. 
ISllN 0·87364·247-3 SI0.00 

"Du,,ng ihe pasr /ew years I have ordered appro1t1-
ma1ely $80 or S!m worth of books lrom yov1 com · 
pany. Yovr speed m 1ep1ymg and Iha qua/tfy ol yovr 
books have graally 1mprassed ma Yow serv•ce is 
one fhat I can honestly and complefely /fusf lo live 
vp/ollsadvarllsamanrs •· 

K H M . Massachuseus 

ASSASSINATION 
THEORY AND PRACTICE 
by RichaTd Camellion 

In this pracuca l look at assass inat ion, 
Rich:ud Camcllio n examines the subicct as a 
necessary evi l 111 an increasi ngl y evil wo rld. 
Hcgi nning \Vlth a s ho rt hi story of infamous 
assas s in s (incl uding O s wald, Sirha n, :ind Ra y), 
Ca me ll ion present s the role that assassi nat ion 
has played both in the U.S. and internationally. 
German, Cuban, a nd Russian examples, as well 
as C IA 1n vo lvc ml'nt , arc prcs(.'O ted alo ng wi1h 
1he various me1hods used and the s uccess or 
failure of each l' ffort. 51/? x 811!, softcovc r, 130 
pp. 
ISBN 0 ·87364·089·6 s10,oo 

SECRETS OF THE NINJA 
by Ashida Kim 

Arc Ni n ja the ultim ate warriors? Read the 
Sencrs of the N1111a a nd discove r wh )' thi s 
2,000-)•ear-old sec t of sile nt sta lkers has made 
headlihes in the Western " 'orld after cen tu ri es 
of cl :iirning horrifi ed re s pec1 in the Orie nt . The 
Ninja were ca ll ed Wizards of lnvisibilit)'. Ce r­
tainl y, at the hci,1tht of their a rt, the}' were obso· 
lutcly unseecible. And now, Paladm unvei ls the 
de epest, darkc s1 sec ret s of those ancient as sas­
s ins. Lc;i rn h ow yo u, w o, can enter rooms 
unseen , climb ve rt ica l walls, and scout un ­
known terri to ry in ways even mo re s te a lth )' 
than the original Indians eve r used. 

A practicing Ninja himse lf, autho r Ashida 
Kim offers cxce llem ins truc1i on in 1he Silent 
Wa y. Step-by·step, prodigiously ph olo-i llus­
trat ed ch:iptc rs cove r mcdita[i On methods, 
principle s of li ght and s hadow, escapes from 
ho lds, fighting multiple adversa ri es, lnpo [The 
An of Hiding!, l''ci l'u !N ight Walk ing Abiliq1

) , 

and m any other Sec: re ts of rhe Nrnici . The Nin· 
jit su approac h is no t a lways empty-ha nded­
here 's how the grappling h ook, Ninia-To 
!sword ), rope and 01hcr devices ca n work to a 
Ninja 's advantage . Unders iand wha t j[ means 
to ope rate 1he Silent Wa y and ga in unique 
in sigh1 into [hi s s hrouded re a lm of martia l art s. 

Over two yea rs in the making, thi s beau ti ­
fuli)' de signed collector's volume is, without 
doubt, 1he finest Ninja 1raining work ever pub­
li shed . Do not co nfu se Sec:re /so( clie Niniti with 
an y ot her book on the s ubject . With over 200 
vivid action photographs, 16 chapte rs, and 168 
big pages, thi s book far out s t ri ps a ny a1tc mp1cd 
imit auon. Thi s is the real 1hing! 5 1h x SY.!, hard ­
cover, drawings, 200 photos. 168 pp. 
ISBN 0·87364·234 · 1 $16.95 



THE AR-7 EXOTIC 
WEAPONS SYSTEM 

An unusu:tl homr.: work:ihop guide: fti r 1hc: 
gun huff and hohhy1st m:ichrn1st. Over fift y 
workrng mac h 1ms t 's draw111~ !'i , phoros and full · 
scale: t'-· mpl atl'!'> show cxac tl }· how tn convert 
1he AR-7 .22 su rviva l nflc: mwa full-auto mat1c 
s1lcncc:d m:ichrnc pistol, suhmachrn'-' gun or 
soph1 s11c3ted :-. ilcnccd w'-·apon. The AJ~ .7 
Exum: Wenpon., 'l ystem was crt·ated hv thc 
same fm•arm~ dc::-.1gnr.:r who autho red the 
fomcd Pa ladin rnlc. Home Workshop "i1/e11c:er.,. 

This new comprrhenstVl' instruction 
manual detail s how to mochfr the weapon 's 
ongmal rc:cc:i vc r, fabricate new seJr and !'.iafc:ty, 
as well as make a simple yet cff1c1cnt silencer 
group assembl y. Each drawm~ m The Al~ -7 
Exom· Weupon . .; .\ystem 1s of the highest qua I· 
It }'· Fans of cxouc weaponry and ama teur gun· 
smiths will find thi s a valuable add111on to 
their librancs and Jn cxcdle nt gih book. For 
h1 s1oncal :ind rcfcri.:nct: purposes onl y. 9 x 12, 
softcovi:r, mach1111 st'!-> d rawings, phorns, full· 
sca le templatc1:., 72 PP-
ISBN 0·87364-242·2 S12.00 

THE PERFECT CRIME 
and How ro Commit Ir 
by Dr.Jekel 

The 111lc says 1t :i ll! Herc"s the ho1tes1111..• m1n 
the book world toda y. T he l'erfeu Cnme tltld 

How w Comma lr revea ls talcs of unsolvc:d 
crimes and di spels the m}•th 1ha t crime doesn·1 
pa )'. Arsoni sts, shoplifters, 1cwcl thil've s, c:it 
burglan,, murde rer s, ~cc detecuvcs, and mp 
cn mmals conrnbuted jsome unwmin~l yl to 
make T he l'edecr Crime a sta rtling expose of 
crime and crimmals. 

W1th less than 21 percent of all reported 
crimes solved, Dr. lek"el had a wealth of ma1c· 
rial at her di sposa l. She: :i pent two )'Cars invcs· 
tiga 1111g and 1ntc'rv1cwing c:x pert s on both sides 
of the law. lckcl tah:i a hard look at Amcnca's 
loopholc·rtddcn 1ud1c1a l sys tem, which creates 
"successful crim inals out of many hopelc:ss ly 
111ep1 bunglers." T he l'e r fe<.:r Cnme is filled 
w1th rnformauon on the tcc hmcal advance­
ments of modern police labo ratories, "'a ma1or 
haza rd fo r successful criminals." Nowadays. an 
expe ri enced de tect ive can take fmge rpnnt s 
from 111 s1dt: a rubber glove, or identify a crimi· 
nars sex and blood type from a single ha ir. 

In consccuuve chap1e rs, Dr. lckcl di ssec1 s 
and analyzes perfect crimcs of theft, fraud, 
forge ry, arson, shophfung, and of coursc­
murdcr. T he l'erfec:1 Crime anti How to Com­
mir Ir i!> sure to thnll cn mc fan!! , mys te ry lov· 
ers, and adventurers. 
SY.I x SY:, ha rdcover, 208 pJl. 
ISllN 0·87364·237·6 514.95 

BLACK BAG OWNER'S MANUAL 3 
False Pace 

Do you need a new identit y! One that will 
wnhst:ind close off1t1al sc rutin )", and enable 
you 10 Sl:t rt a new life? If so, FrJlse Fuce is 1he 
book for the '" newH you. Your ID change may 
enta il assuming the idenllt )' of some: long-dead 
c1uzen, fab ri caung an entirel y new idcnur y 
through official channel s, or producing "'gen· 
uine" 1dcn tit y papers of yo ur own. The author, 
an anonymous sec ret age nt , offe rs seve ral al · 
tcrnat1vc wa ys to approach each aspec t of thi s 
problem. Packed with practical ups.SY-i x 11 , 
softcover, 48 pp. 
ISBN 0·87364· I64-7 $8.00 

OECEMBER/82 

RHODESIAN S.A.S. 
COMBAT MANUAL 

O hrnmed from a member uf the Rh ndt..·~ 1an 
Spcc1.il Air Sc rv11.: l' Squ:idron , 1hb sca rce com· 
hat m:inual 1!'! now avail:iblc to Pal:idrn rcadcr!\ 
fo r the f1r!'it ume. The Rhodesian miluary fo r­
ces were long re~<lfdl'd as one of rhe world '!'! 
frn es1. Thi~ t!) the princ ipal guide used to con· 
duct tl11: '-'normou:o.l\' :iUCcessful opna11ons­
cou nterguemll:.1 op!-i, :nr ops, ambush mg, and 
notable :m ack:. on terrori st ha!\t: camp!>­
durin~ the Rhodt:~ian anmi:rmnst war. Con· 
tc:nt :i incl ud'-· : Sta ndard Sl'cum y Termmology 
:ind Ahhrcv1;1t10Jb, Communication , Rural 
Op'-·r:ll10m, Amhushrn~ of lnsurgc:nt s, Move· 
mi.:nt by Road , Land/ Air Opc:ra11ons, and Fi nil 
Aid . All of a 1 ~ u:-.dul to :lll}'<lnl' planning fnror 
par11c1pa11 ng m ;1 COIN·l\"P'-" opl'r;111on. H11.? x 
11 . soft covc r, dwgr<1m:,, th:m !'i, 110 pp. $12..00 

HOME WORKSHOP SILENCERS l 
Th'-· fir!'>t complc: tc: :.c:t of \\"11rk111g 111:1 ch1 · 

111:-1":. drnwrng:- -.howmg :-. tc:p · h\' ·~ t'-' P con-. true· 
11011 of llw.'t' d 1t il'H' lll tm•ttrlll ,1k11n•r.,1 All 
dra w ing:. :I Tl' dun'-' lO :-.c:1k, :ind :Hr.: of :1h!>t1· 
lutd\· !'> llJ'l'-"rh qu .1\ u \·. O\•c:r f1h\' 9~ x 12"' m:1 · 
chm1:-.t '!-drnwing-. :ir'-· prc: :-'-" ll t'-·d . Thi:-. h'-·auttful 
l:ir)!.'-"· form<lt t•d1t11 111 clc:;1rly dct:11b all con · 
-.1ruc11 11 11 .nut 111't'r:J l1t111 procc:duri.:-. fur a -. mg 
-.1 kncc:r . . 1 p1:-.1ol ,dr.:nc'-·r. :ind :1 -.11np li f11.."d !- mg 
c:xp'-·dic:nt -.ill.'lll''-"r. W11huu1 duuht , thn'-' ar r.: 
th'-· h1gh'-""t qu.il11v, 111 11:-.1 prc: c1-.'-· -.1k nc'-·r dt·· 
-.1~11:- :l\':11l :ihk .11n·wh'-·rl.' :11 :Jll\" pnc'-·· C:1unp11H" 

11 1111 ~n· tor \'1111r,dt' 
H1 :.1t1n;111-. \\Ill rr.:c.11 1th:t11h'-· fomnl Dlllch 

und '-· r~rnunJ .1rmor'-·r-. uf WW II fohn c:11 c:d 
m;11w :-1knn·d \\'C: :1p1111:- tnr thnr hi.: h111d ·th r.: · 
lln'-·:. up -. aJ,::1111:-t thl.' Na: 1-. . If UlJrm,·n n:lt inn 1-. 
c:n·r 111 \':1dc:d 111 1h'-· fu1urc: . -.1k111.:'-· d f1rl.' :1 rm :­
\\'1ll i.:c:rt :1111 lv pin \" .Ill 1mpona nt role: 111 fl.''1-.t · 
mg th'-· '-"ll'-"lll\" Of t.:n ur:-i.:, t1:1ladrn l'rt" :.:. uncon· 
d1u1111:1lh· gu:1r.1n1'-·r.: , \"o ur :-.111-.f:ic1wn wnh 
1h1:- 1111ngu111g. all ·n'-·''' bunk h'Al~NINc : 
-.i.:n·re :-. t:lt'-· :rnd k1kr:1I rq.:ul .11 1011:-. outlaw tht· 
po:-:-.e:.:- 11 111 of -.1k11n·r:. uni'-·:- -. an ap pnipn:lll" 
lin·n-.'-· 1' 11h1.1111r.:d. ll 11111t' \Vnrk\/iop \1h-11n•n 
I " l1Jr rdcn·n t c cllld /11 .,J1J T1n1/ purpow., 1111 /\­

lk wa rnr.:d! 9 x 12, -.uhcm•er. 1Jlu-. .. 72 pp. 
l ~ BN (l.H7J64· 19.\.0 51 2.00 

SPECIAL FORCES OPERATIONAL 
TECHNIQUES FM 3 1-20 

In C:\f'-·n· rc:~ pi:ct , i:xci.:p t fo r th'-· ,,·c::i 1hl.'rprunt 
cuv'-·r and h;111d \· pnc.: kc:1 :-.1 zc: . 1h1 !> 1~ an l.'X :1c1 
r'-· rnnt of th'-· fomuu:. Army F1dd Man u;il 31 · 
20. All tllm1r:H111n, :md '-"vi:ry one of thl.' ;iJ;) 
pa~c::. uf \'It al 1nform:H1<111 ar'-' rncludc:d . Ch<IJl · 
1'-·r:. 1nclud'-·: 1111 cll1 )!;'-·nc'-'• psrch op!> , r :nd ~ :ind 
:1mbu:.h'-·:-. eommun 1cau nns , dcmohtmn, ~ ur· 
v1v:1 l, 1mprnv1H·d wc:;1ponry, and much , much 
more:! -l x :1, :-oftcm•'-'r, 11lu:i ., 53.-i pJl. 
I; HN O·H7J6Hl47-0 $14.95 

UN ARMED AGAINST THE, J;<NIFE 
by Oscar Diai~Cobo 

The: honk nn knift.' com hat that had w 
hr.: wntti.:n! Now you can lc:arn how to ~!O p 
knifl· ·w1c: ldrng thug:-. and hulhc:!'> dc:ad 111 thc:1r 
track:. . Not a r'-·hash on gi.:ncr:il knik f1gh11ng. 
U narmed ll.l{dlll~r rht• Kmic 1::i th'-· onl \' com­
plc:1c: !<>d f·ddcml' hook on hand ·to·knife com· 
hat. Author Q,c:tr D1:1:-Cuhn karni.:d thl.' 
!'ic:crc:t :-. of hand·to·hand comhat nn rhe streer::i 
of Nc:w:1rk, '-'"' lc:r:-.n·, Olll' of rhc: mean t'~ t 
1r:1111111g groumb 1n Aml'nC:l . H'-·rc: he: com­
h111e !'> 'trn·t -.:ivv,· \\' llh clo~c: -combat mar11al 
:m :-. w give: \"Ou pracrn:a l kmfl'·fig.hung and 
d1sarn11ng tc:chn14u'-·:-. . Ov'-·r 100 phow!'> d.:m · 
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EDITOR'S NOTE 
JUST when it seemed that peace might be within sight 

in Lebanon, another explosion rocked Beirut and 
seriously threatened that hope. While meeting with his 
senior advisers, President-elect Bashir Gemayel was 
killed when a bomb exploded in the Kataeb Party head­
quarters in east Beirut. Gemayel was scheduled to be 
inaugurated 23 September, just one week after his death. 

In a land where too many have died from the rounds of 
war, Gemayel's death may be the one too many that 
pushes Lebanon over the edge. Lebanon has tottered on 
the brink of total warfare for the past seven years. What 
began as a civil conflict between the Moslems and Christ­
ians became a fight for national sovereignty when first the 
armies of the PLO, then of Syria and IOOSt recently of 
Israel entered the conflict. Throughout the long war that 
has left 100,000 dead and more injured. and homeless, 
many Lebanese have clung to the belief that if all foreign 
armies were removed, the Lebanese could resolve their 
internal problems. 

Essentially, that was the platform on which Bashir 
Gemayel campaigned and won the recent presidential 
election. Although the odds against him succeeding in 
uniting Lebanon into a militarily strong, independent 
nation free of foreign occupation and armed militias were 
long, he embodied the hopes of many Lebanese (both 
Christian and Moslem) and of Arab and Western leaders 
for peace in Lebanon. 

Gemayel could not have succeeded in the long term -
nor can his successor - unless some broad political and 
social reforms are enacted to reconstruct Lebanon, re~ 
forms based on the changes wrought in the country since 
the adoption in 1943 of the present constitution, which 
guarantees majority representation to the now-minority 
Christians. 

Whether Gemayel could have succeeded in effecting 
these sweeping reforms - or even if he genuinely wanted 
them - will never be known. His primary objectives were 
to remove the Syrian and Israeli armies, and to disarm 
the militias (both Christian and Moslem) and return the 
peacekeeping and police function to the legitimate 
Lebanese army. Getting the Israelis out before his death 
would have been difficult; now, a quick withdrawal seems 
very unlikely. His violent death is perhaps the best 
evidence of how far the country is from civil stability, It 
seems that too many have become accustomed to the 
style of terrorism. 

Perhaps in death, Gemayel's influence can aq:omplish 
what he hoped to do as president: bring peace and pros­
perity back to Lebanon. Before his death, Gemayel · 
warned: "If the peace of other countries does not reach 
Lebanon, the war of Lebanon will engulf them." That 
warning seems even more pertinent now. 

-Donna DuVall 
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to publish. we've often discovered 
valuable information about special 
weapons and warfare. police sci­
ence. and intelligence operations 
contained in rar e manuals and train­
ing pamphlets. or hidden away in 
hard-to-find back issues of little­
known journals. This material is 
timely, important. and represents 
some of the best work of our fi nest 
writers. 

For some time. we've been think­
ing about the best way to make 
selected material available to every­
one at low cost. The problem is not 
as easy as it sounds. Such materia l 
is too short for book purposes. yet 
too long for magazines. If we tried 
to publish these works separately, 
the cost would be too high. 

lnterservice Journal 
The answer to this problem is ln­

terservice Journal. a substantial 
new quarterly designed to collect, 
preserve. and present outstanding 
reprin ts and original artic les o f 
proven. lasting value to law en­
forcement. the intelligence profes­
sion. and the art o f special warfare. 
Each issue incorporates full-length 
material that. if purchased separ­
ately. would cost you many times 
more than the nominal subscrip­
tion price. 

We don't want to mislead you: ln­
terservice Journal is not a maga­
zine. and is no t produced for the 
average reader. Each issue is lit· 
erally a book in itself. and subscrib­
ing to IJ is like getting lour books 
each year for one low price. IJ is 
published for the select few men 
and women who are truly serious 
about their work: the type of people 
who take pride in having the 
straight answers. and are inter­
ested in career advancement. 

A Valuable Research Tool 
Imagine what a valuable research 

tool lnterservice Journal will be­
come for you. Whether you're plan­
ning an operation, or engag ing in 
some highly stimulating personal 
study, you will be able to refer to 
the pages of IJ time and time again. 
It will give you new ideas. and help 
you to find vital information on 
subjects of special interest. Inter­
service Journal wi ll set you apart , 
and you'll approach your profes­
sion with new authority. 

Every issue brings to your finger­
tips the exciting world of special 
research . No other publication has 
ever utilized the unique cross-disci­
pline approach you'll enjoy with 
your subscription. Nowhere else 
will you find this far-sighted com­
bination of special warfare. police 
science. and intelligence studies. 
all for one affordable price. 

Available Only by Mail 
lnterservice Journal is not avail­

able on newsstands. We therefore 
urge you to seize this unique op­
portun ity to be one of the select few 
subscribers to this exclusive new 
quarterly. Please act now. and 
send in your subscription today. 
The first issue of lnterservice 
Journal will be rushed to you by 
return mail. 

SAVE 
$38.75 

Now You 
Can Select 
FREE BOOKS 
from the 
BONUS BOOKSHELF ... . 

SAS PATROL TECHNIQUES. Au­
thent ic British SAS manual. Dis­
cusses wea p ons; pe rsona l 
equ ipment; camouflage; infiltration; 
deception: evasion and escape; build­
ing of hides and much more. 8'hx11 " 
73pp $9.95 

SOVIET TRADECRAFT. As men­
tioned in Newsweek and ABC TV. An 
authentic Soviet intelligence training 
manual. Teaches secret meet ings; 
dead-drops : countersurveillance: 
cutouts: couriers; networks. 5V:>x8 'h'' 
40pp $4.95 

HOSTILE ESPIONAGE ORGANIZA­
TION ANO METHODS. You will learn 
about types of operations: controls; 
agents and agent systems; recruit· 
ment: cover: training; security and 
more. 8V2x11" 31pp$6.95 

HANDBOOK OF OPEN SOURCES. 
The " Investigator's Bible." Covers w ire­
taps: informan ts; sources of informa­
tion available to everyone; all the inside 
tips and tricks of the trade. Orig inally 
developed for police intelligence op­
erations. 8 \i?x1 1" 52pp $5.95 

THE FUNDAMENTALS OF C ITY 
FIGHTING. This early British manual 
discusses tactical considerations; the 
attack ; common features in street 
figh ting; equ ipment and weapons, 
and the suppression of c ivil distur· 
bances. 5x7" 64pp $5.95 

THE OSS FIELD MANUAL. This is an 
exact reprint of the original Office of 
Strateg ic Se r vices Operat i onal 
Groups Field Manual. The training 
sect ion alone makes this handbook a 
must. 5 V2x8 'h" 27 pp softcover $5.00 

*IMPORTANT NOTICE ... 
This impossible-to-repeat offer 
is limited so act today! Subscribe 
for I year at $34.95 and take one 
free book from the list above. 
Subscribe for 2 years at $60., 
save ·almost $10. off the regular 
price, and take ALL SIX books! 
If ordering by phone please 
specify "SOURCE BONUS" to 
operator. Act now! Overseas 
customers add $6.50 postage 
and handling fee for best service. 

----------------------------------------------------------PLEASE RUSH ME THE TITLES I HAVE CHECKED BELOW 
SATISFACTION GUARANTEED WITH EVERY ORDER 

O Sc1enllf1c Self-Defence 17 .95 
0 Art of Guerilla Warfare 4.95 
0 Hidden Catc h 10 95 
0 Undercover Operations 5 95 
0 Covert Action 14 95 
0 Signs of Cnme 14.95 
O Hostile Espionage 6 95 
D Handbook o f Open Sources 5 95 
D Observa tion & Descnpt1on 8 00 
O SAS Patrol Techniques 9.95 
D Pnnc1ples of Protection 20.00 
0 Night Movements 14 95 
0 Stick F1ght1ng 8.95 
D Pohl1cal Assassination 7 95 
D Soviet T radecraft 4 95 
D Surreptitious Entry 10 95 
0 Broken Seals 4.00 
D The $1tng Manual 8.95 
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0 lnterservice Journal·34.95 / 60.00 
0 Elements of Intelligence 9 95 
O Analysis 5- Est1mates 10 95 
0 Countenntelhgence 12 95 
O An o f Prowhng 3.00 
0 Hands Off by Fairbairn 6 95 
0 Stree! i Guerilla Fighting 5 95 
O Defence of Houses 4 95 
O Ho use to House Fighting 4 95 
O Partisan Leader's Handbook 4 00 
0 Ci ty Fighting 5 95 
0 Defence of Towns 4 00 
0 Defence o l Villages & l owns 4 00 
0 OSS Weapons 9 95 
O Shanglla1 MPP Handbook 5 00 
0 Q~;s F 1eld Manual 5 00 
O Donovan and CIA 29 50 
O Swimmer Sabotage 7.95 

INTERSERVICE • 800-227-1617 ti~H~.ms 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY. STATE. Z IP 
Enclosed find for books checked here. 

Add $2.50 postage & handl ing. Calif. residents add 6 '12% tax. 
Visa and Master Card accepted. Give card number and expiration date. 

INTERSERVICE PUBLISHING COMPANY, INCORPORATED 
DEPT. F-16, BOX 5437, SAN FRANCISCO, CALIF. 94101 
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6 SOLDIER ot' FORTUNE 

VVA 
RESPONSE ... 

Sirs: 
As a former Marine, Vietnam vet, char­

ter member of the first Vietnam-era 
American Legion Post No. 21, and a 
board member of the Spokane, Wash. 
chapter of the Vietnam Veterans · of 
America, I feel . I must respond to the 
negative comments about the VV A 
("Bulletin Board," SOF, July '82). 

Our members include both · veterans 
with a wide range of experience in Viet­
nam and family members of POWs/MIAs 
who have waited years for information on 
their loved ones who have been held POW 
by the communists. A list of commenda­
tions earned by our members would fill 
several issues of SOF. With our blood we 
have proven our loyalty, love of country 
and anti-communist fervor that at least 
matches that of Project Freedom's. 

The Vietnam vet is tired of waiting for 
the resolution of our problems by the 
same politicians that Jed us into a "no­
win'' situation in Vietnam and then de­
serted us when they started losing a few 
votes. 

If the U.S. government will not look for 
the answers to problems such as 
POWs/MIAs and Agent Orange poison­
ing, then the VV A will go to Hanoi and 
look for answers. 

If Project Freedom and the other "re­
sponsible groups" that have not gained 
any cooperation from the U.S. or Viet­
namese governments do not have any con­
structive criticism for our organization, 
then I say, "Stay the hell out of our way, 
because we have no time for people who 
know only how to hate. ·" 

I hope you won't let Project Freedom 
censor the beautiful blonde ladies of 
uncertain morals from your coverage of 
SOF's Third Annual Convention. Your 
readers appreciate their uncoverage as 
much as your writers. I think your 
magazine is the finest of its type on the 
market. I especially enjoy the articles on 
military weapons, and I believe you do a 
fascinating job of presenting the true face 
of war. 

However, I wish you would explain the 
often shoddy treatment of our country's 
vets after the fighting has been done. 

Richard R. Ross 
Spokane, Washington 

FLAK 
Our remarks in support of Project 

Freedom's condemnation of Bobby Mul­
ler's trip to Hanoi should not be con­
strued as a condemnation of everyone 
who is a member of the VVA. We realize 
that there are a lot of good people in the 
VVA. Muller and the trip to Hanoi, how­
ever, are another matter. We question 
Muller's politics and purpose and have 
suspected that the trip was nothing more 
than a well-orchestrated propaganda exer­
cise staged for the benefit of the North 
Vietnamese. They went along with the 
charade as they had to give up little inf or­
mation about POWs in return for an 
eno.rmous amount of coverage of their 
war-reparation claims. 

It is not a matter of hating the North 
Vietnamese so much as determining if pri­
vate approaches like Muller's can result in 
a good-faith negotiation on the issue with 
the North Vietnamese. History has shown 
that the North Vietnamese and their com­
munist brethren in Laos and Cambodia 
still hate intensely: There are . scores of 
thousands who have disappeared into the 
Vietnamese Gulag; more who were driven 
into the South China Sea to drown, 
millions who were executed in Cambodia 
and Meos who today are being deliberate­
ly exterminated throughout the area. 

How do you propose to negotiate in 
good faith with people like that? 

-The Eds. 

BOBBY: 
ANOTHER VIEW . . . 

Sirs: 
SOF was elevated to new plateaux with 

its article by ex-Green Beret John E. 
Padgett, who, besides giving a touching 
tribute to a Viet mere, offers a sincere al­
terna'tive view of the Nicaraguan revolu­
tion. Padgett's theses are these: One, that 
Somoza's ·was a "corrupt arbitrary dicta~ 
torship" whose idiot barbarity forced 
many Nicaraguans into the Marxist fo ld, 
and two, supporting the regime - as it ex­
isted - possibly helped to "prolong the 
agony and further polarize the people." 

Padgett's argument is tenable . Indeed , 
America · must check communist expan­
sion, but with buffoons like Somoza? 

Continued on page 122 
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Model #X2000 
"Phantom"® 

for Autos 
Model 

#X2100 
"Phantom"® 
for Revolvers 

Model#9R 
"Special Agent"™ 

Bianchi understands the special needs of the shooter. That's 
why, here at Bianchi, we have developed an entire line of 
shoulder holsters designed to meet virtually every need. From 
the rugged expectations of the survivalist, to the sportsman, 
to the professional law enforcement officer, Bianchi has a 
shoulder holster that's right for you. Each is carefully con­
structed to maximize both comfort and concealability. The 
Bianchi shoulder harness moves when you do, features 
shoulder contoured straps, and is completely adjustable. No 
straps ever show across the chest. When the chips are down, 
the best equipment is a must. In that tough situation, Bianchi 
won't let you down! 

"The world standard by which all gun/eather is judged. " 
100 Ca lle Cortez , Dept.SOF1282, Temecula, C A 92390 
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Send Sl.00 today for our full-color, 64 page 
pocket catalog and see our complete line 
of holsters, belts, and accessories. Remem­
ber, all Bianchi holsters are available for 
both the right and left-handed shooter. 
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"Try My All Natural Beer. 

~ 
j 

If You Don't Agree It Beats Bud, Schlitz 
Or Miller, I'll Send You $5.00 FREE ... 

Plus A Full Refund . .. " 
Hello. My name is Bud Weckesser, President 

of Bierhaus International. 
Many people think that making their own 

ALL NATURAL beer is dumb ... too time con­
suming, and the beer is flat and cloudy. 

Well, I've got five dollars that says they're 
wrong. Dead wrong. 

In fact, since the major American breweries 
began increasing their prices so steeply, a beer 
drinker's revolution is starting in America: 
Quietly. But it's spreading fast. Our company 
alone has sold over 45,000 mini-breweries during 
the past 24 months. We now have over 250 
dealers coast to coast. 

Give me five minutes of your time and I'll 
show you how to slash $650 .00 dollars off your 
beer bill during the next 12 months. 

Let me separate some myths from fact: 

MYTH - "I remember people used to make 
'home brew' years ago. It was flat and cloudy." 
FACT - Old fashioned "home brew" is lousy. 
No argument. But we're not talking about old 
fashioned home brew. Our mini-brewery is 
TOTALLY DIFFERENT. It contains a profes­
sional brewer's fermentation tank ... the finest 
hops in the world imported from Bavaria ... 
100% PURE barley malt ... and a superb lager 
yeast imported from England. 

That 's why I'm offering my crass $5.00 FREE 
guarantee. I'm frustrated. I really am. Because I 
wish there was a way you could ACTUALLY 
SAMPLE this new beer. It 's crystal clear with a 
thick creamy head. It has a zesty European 
flavor comparable to Carlsberg, Becks, 
Heineken, Dortmunder, Spatenbrau and other 
great European lagers. I ABSOLUTELY 
guarantee it . 

MYTH - " Yes, but it takes too long ... and it's 
complicated." 
FACT - Using the Bierhaus mini-brewery, you 
can brew beer in just 27 minutes on a regular kit­
chen stove. If you want to make 6-8 cases of 12 
oz. bottles, it may take 45 minutes. Let it remain 
in the fermenter for seven days, pour it in bot­
tles or keg it. You're done. 

•No more late night trips to the carry out. 
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•No more lugging back empty beer cases in 
the trunk of your car. 

•No more chemistry set taste. 
•No more standing in line to pay $8-$10 per 
case of beer. 

Just brew what you need once every month or 
two and that's it! For as little as 11-12 cents per 
bottle . 

MYTH - "But, large commercial breweries 
with all their expertise surely produce the best 
beer in the world." 
FACT - That's like saying because cellophane 
wrapped pie in the supermarket is baked by a 
national bakery it's got to be better than a 
homemade apple pie fresh from the oven. 

If you use our mini-brewery and follow the in­
structions carefully, your beer will be better 
than commercial beer. Because, by law, commer­
cial breweries are allowed to use up to 52 dif­
ferent artificial ingredients ... including tannin 
and enzymes, calcium disodium ethylenedia­
minetetra-acetate (to prevent gushing), pro­
pylege glycol alginate (to stabilize the foam), 
and three coal tar dyes for artificial coloring. 

Our new mini-brewery - unlike commercial 
breweries - uses NO ARTIFICIAL INGRED­
IENTS OF ANY KIND. Absolutely none. As a 
result, the beer has a fantastic pure taste not 
found in commercial beer. You have to TRY IT 
TO BELIEVE IT. 

MYTH - "Beer made at home is so powerful 
it'll knock your socks off." 

FACT - No way. You can now br~w our 
Bierhaus Amber Lager with only 90 calories per 
bottle. And it doesn't taste like water, either. 
Even better, it contains just half the car­
bohydrates of many commercial beers. Best of 
all, it doesn't knock you on your tail after one or 
two bottles. You control the alcoholic content of 
the beer when you brew it. 

MYTH - "Making beer at home is illegal... " 

FACT - House Resolution 1337, passed by 
Congress and signed by President Carter in 
February 1978, allows adults.to make up to 200 

gallons of beer per year - tax free. Moreover, 
you don't need a Federal license of any kind. 

WHERE DO I GET SUPPLIES 
ONCE I GET THE KIT? 

We're the largest home beermaking supply 
house in America . We stock hundreds of different 
items ... malt to make German amber lager, Irish 
stout, British ale ... plus hundreds of different in­
gredients. Just call us to reorder. 

The new Bierhaus mini-brewery contains an 
FDA foodgrade 7 1/2 -gallon fermentation tank, 
complete with our special anaerobic lid, air lock 
and other equipment, including caps. Plus enough 
ingredients to make your first test brewing. The 
ingredients will be for a standard lager beer so you 
can compare it to your favorite American commer­
cial beer. 

$5.00 FREE! 
Our guarantee is simple. 
Order the kit and make the beer. Serve it to your 

family and friends and ask them to compare it to 
their favorite beer. You do the same. If everyone 
doesn't agree it's better - far better than commer­
cial beer - simply return the unused portion of 
your kit. I 'II pay the return postage. And I'll send 
you a check for your full purchase price of $29.95, 
plus $5.00 extra - total $34.95. And I'll send the 
refund within three working days from the time I 
receive the returned kit. 

If I'm wrong, you just made $5.00. 
But what if I'm right? 
FOR EXTRA FAST service, call us at 

814 /833-7747 and order your mini-brewery with 
MasterCard or VISA. Please call weekdays be­
tween 8:30 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Eastern Time. 

Or send yo ur check or money order for $29.95 or 
MasterCard / VISA number and expirat ion date to: 
Mini-Brewery, Bierhaus International , Inc., Dept. 
19, 3721 West 12th Street, Erie, PA 16505. You pay 
U.P.S. charges upon delivery. Pennsylvania resi­
dent s please enclose 6 "lo sales tax. 

© 1982 Bierhaus Intemationa4 Inc. 
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Over 1 MILLION 
sold to Sportsmen & Law 
Enforcement Agencies 
• 7 NEW MODELS WITH NO CARTRIDGE JIGGLE 

ARE AVAILABLE IN .38 and .357 ONLY 
•GUARANTEED -ONE FULL YEAR 

FOR:---

• SMITH & WESSON-
.38 - .357, .22 LR., .41 Mag .. 
.44 Spec., .44 Mag., 
.45 Auto Rim, .45 Colt Long 

• COLT - .38- .357. .22 
• RUGER-.38- .357. 

Security Six. Speed Six 
• DAN WESSON­

.38 - .357 .. 22 LR. 
• CHARTER ARMS­

.38, .44 Special 

LEATHER CASES 
Single. Double and Triple genuine leather 
cases avai lable for all HKS Speed Loader 
models. Black, Brown or Tan in Plain , 
Basketweave or Clarino finish with choice 
of Nickel. Brass or Velcro (double case 
only) fasteners. Fits 2114' belt. 

For Information Write 

H.K.S. PRODUCTS 
132 FIFTH STREET, DAYTON, KY . 41074 
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COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 

IPSC Reloading Tips 
by Ken Hackathorn 

BLOWN barrels. jams, stovepipes and 
recycling fa ilures ruin more IPSC 

scores than anything e lse. These may seem 
like me.chanical failures of the pisto l but. 
generally, they're not . Most of these 
failures usually come from improperly 
reloaded ammo. 

Yeah , we've all got to cut corners . If 
you're an international competito r and. are 
shooting 200 to 400 rounds a day. com­
mercial prices of .45 ACP ba ll can break 
you. Reloading is one way to beat cartridge 
inflation, but remember : Choose the right 
bullet, carefully determine and measure the 
'proper powder charge. use a taper crimp 
- and watch your measurements. 

The Browning patent makes guns that 
can be picky about their food. Accordingly , 
classic round-noses feed best, and should 
be used by most reloaders. The Lyman 
452374 at 225 grains and the 230-grain 
H&G 34 are just about perfect if you 're 
buying bullets. Eithe r bullet will perform 
reliably with 4.6 grains of Bullseye. 5.4 of 
WW23 1 or 6. 7 gra ins of Unique. 

Many IPSC shooters favor semi-wadcut­
ter bullets. These are just fin e for competi­
tion. and are my favorites. but be sure the 
bullet has a good long nose or you'll have 
feed problems. The H&G 68. RCBS 201 
Kt. and the Saeco 68 are very close in form 
and functio n . Load any of these 200-gra in 
SWCs with 5.0 of Bullseye, 5.8 of WW23 1 
or 7 .0 of Unique. 

If you think your ammo is going to be 
checked by match officials, increase these 
loads by 10 percent. 

A taper crimp takes one more step and 
one 'mo re piece of equipment. but the firm 
ho ld the taper gives on a bullet is worth the 
cost and trouble. A good taper crimp will 
keep the bulle t in place. but its e ffectiveness 
varies with the thickness and malleability of 
your brass cases. GI cases are uniform and 
strong and they please me most. but Fed­
eral and Winchester-Weste rn cases a re 

Hard-alloy-cast bullets, properly seated, 
make good IPSC .45 ammo. Photo: John 
Metzger 

nearly as good . You should probably avoid 
R-P headstamp Remington cases, but the 
only reason I say that is because I have 
trouble with them. Remember . too. that 
re loading is easier and results are more 
uniform with clean brass. Use a tumbler. 

Pay careful attention to all measure­
ments - especia lly with SWC cartridges. 
The previously mentio ned bullets sho uld 
be seated with one-thirty-second to one-· 
sixteenth of the shoulder protruding from 
the case. By the time you're done, the 
rounds should seat fully in a clean chamber 
from the ir own weight and sho uld drop 
free when the barre l is up-ended . When 
you start a new run. load 50 rounds and 
test-fire them. If they pass , load th e rest of 
your cases. 

If you load fast , load when you're tired 
o r have unreasoning trust in yo ur equip­
ment , buy a spare barre l. Primer fa ilures 
don 't do a who le lo t , since they usua lly 
can't start the bullet o ut of the case, but 
they do ruin scores. On the other hand , a 
partial load will put the bullet partway 
down the barrel. The fo llowing bullet wi ll 
usually blow the first bullet out , and deform 
or burst the barrel. The double-charged 
case will most often blow o ut the base of 
the brass, wrecking stocks and magazine , 
and your hands may hurt for some time 
afterward (as a useful reminder). 

Unless you're independently wealthy, 
you need to re load. Just be careful. ~ 
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The NewPRPELLEX(JJparatrooper 
- ~CORPORATION f Id. t k 

BRAND NEW PARATROOPER FOLDING 0 Ing S QC 
STOCKS for your Mini 14®, Ruger 10-22®, and M-1 Carbine . · 
Patterned after the famous German Schmeisser SMG. American walnut 
and ordnance steel. Locks open or closed . Full pistol grip. 
Simple easy installation . Sale priced at $49.95. Stock only; gun not included. 
RPMS 1 PARATROOPER FOLDING STOCK for 

Mini-14@, 1 BO series only . . . . regular price $6&:'!15" 
RPMS Paratrooper Folding Stock for Mini-14®, 1B1, 182, 

1 B3 and all later series . .. .. . . regular price .$6&:!5" 
31000 G. I. Paratrooper Folding Stock, fits G. I. , National 

Ordnance, Federal Ordnance, Iver Johnson and all 
G.I. Carbines. . ... . ... regular price~ 

310UO Paratrooper Folding Stock for Universal Firearms 
Corp. Carbine . regular price~ 

31022 Paratrooper Folding Stock10/22. regular price~ 

ACCESSORIES FOR THE RUGER® MINl-14® RIFLE 
RM1 Rear Sight Tool for adjusting windage 

and elevation . . . $ 9.95 
RM2 Match Rear Sight, installs easily S 9.95 
RM4 Flash Hider, Blue steel . . .. ... . $14.95 
RM5 Flash Hider, stainless steel ..... $19.95 
RM6180 Extra-Power Recoil Spring , Series 

1BO. . . .. . .... s 4.95 
RM6181 Extra-Power Recoi l Spring , Series 1B1 , 

1B2, 1B3 . . . . . . . . . . ... s 4.95 ~. ~.,....,.,.~~ 
RM7 Ventilated Handguard ......... $13.50 
RM12 Bayonet Lug , blue steel holds G.I. M7 

bayonet . . . .... . ... S21 .95 
RM12S Bayonet Lug , Stainless steel , holds M7 

bayonet . . . S24.95 
70027 G. I. M7 Bayonet with MBA 1 

Self-sharpening sheath 
RM11 Black fiberglass bipod 
LSP-18 Manual on the Mini-14.E 

.. $29.95 
. $14.95 

.. $ 2.95 

ACCESSORIES FOR THE RUGER® 10/22® 
RIFLES & CARBINES 
33204 25-shot Magazine for 10/22 ' 
30050 Flash Hider for 10/22'' . . 
30040 Sling . 

•Ruger.• Mini-14 • and 10/22 • are registered trademarks 
of Sturm . Ruger & Co . 

NEW 1982 
FULL-COLOR 
CATALOG 

~-1 CARBINE ACCESSORIES 

~ 
30000 Jungle Clip 60-round - (C lips 2 30-shot 

i//i/11 mags together) $ 4.95 

1 30002 Sling & Oiler . S 4.95 
30004 Scope Mount, requ ires no drilling or 

tapping . . . . .. . . $1 2.95 
30006 Piston Nut Wrench .. . $ 2.95 
30008 Muzzle Brake - Reduces reco il and muzzle 

jump . . . . ... $1 2.95 
30010 M-1 Flash Hider . . ... .. . . . . ... $12.95 

. 30012 Ventilated Steel Han dguard . . .. . S 4.95 
30016 5-round magazine . .. . .... . .. . S 2.50 
30018 15-shot magazine . . . . . . . S 2.50 
30020 30-shot magazine . . ......... . S 4.00 
30024 30-shot magazine pouch - holds 2 or 4 30 

shot mags .... .. .. .. . $ 5.95 
70024 Genuine G. I. M4 Carbine Bayonet with 

MBA 1 Self-Sharpen ing Sheath . . $34.95 
013 M-1 Carbine Technical Manual . . . S 5.95 

SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK 

~~!~····~~!··~········~ 

Send for it today! only $2.00 or free 
with purchase. 

ORDERING INFO: Fill out coupon or separate sheet. Mail 
with payment. Add shipping or order will be delayed. 
llA,MC,COO'S may call 800-323-3233. Minimum phone 
order $25.00. Illinois, Alaska , Hawaii call 3121766-1150 
PARELLEX CORPORATION , CHICAGO RIDGE, IL 60415 . 
For questions or information call 312/766-1150 . 
\f,11982 PARELLEX CORP. 
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• QTY NUMBER DESCRIPTION PRICE • . ~ . ·== • •~ . 
• 

0 SEND CATALOG ILLINOIS RESIDENTS SHIPPING • 
0 Money Order D Check Enclosed INCLUDE 6% SALES TAX 

• CHARGE TO MY: D Mastercharge D Visa/Bankamerica Card TOTAL • 

• I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I EXP. DATE I I I I • 
• NAME I 
• ADDRESS I 
• 9TY STATE ZIP PHONE I 
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IN REVIEW 

SKORZENY: HITLER'S COMMANDO. 
By Glenn B. Infield. New York: St. Mar­
tin's Press. 1981. 226 pp. $10.95. Review 
by William M. Brooks. 

GLENN B. Infield's biography is the 
fifth book to cover the life of the 

daring and controversial commando, Otto 
Skorzeny. Two previous biographies, one 
by Charles Foley, Commando Extraordi­
nary, Ballantine, 1955, and Charles Whit­
ing's Skorzeny, Ballantine, 1972, were 
general accounts of Skorzeny's wartime 
exploits. Two autobiographies, 
Skorzeny's Special Missions, London, 
1957, and La Guerre lnconnue, Paris, 
1975, were attempts by Skorzeny to give 
his own detailed accounts of his career 
and to deny allegations about many post­
war intrigues. 

From 1943 until his death in 1975, Otto 
Skorzeny's exploits, first as chief of the 
Waffen-SS Jagdverbaenden (Comman­
dos) and later as head of the postwar 
ODESSA (Organization for the Release of 
Former SS Members), became synony­
mous with adventure and courage. Otto 
Skorzeny was a formidable and complex 
man, tall, muscular, saber-scarred, and 
fanatically loyal to those whom he served. 

Mein Ehre Heisst Treue (My Honor Is 
My Loyalty) was the motto of the Waf­
fen-SS. Members of this elite unit did not 
take this statement lightly. Skorzeny lived 
and breathed this sacred oath, ultimately 
upholding it to his death. 

Skorzeny's wartime exploits have been 
well-documented, but his life after his 
escape to Spain , where he established a 
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lucrative engineering firm and became the 
focus of many Cold War intrigues, has 
never before been covered in a book about 
Skorzeny in the English language. Glenn 
B. Infield insists that Skorzeny worked 
for the CIA and became a key figure in a 
conspiracy of silence between the United 
States and former Nazi intelligence lead­
ers. He declares that Skorzeny also fell 
heir to the secrets of "Nazi treasure" -
money smuggled out of Germany during 
WWII - and used it to protect former 
confederates and to become the leading 
figure in ODESSA and Die Spinne (The 
Spider), a system of safe houses and sanc­
tuaries on the Nazi escape route to South 
America. Infield also contends that Skor­
zeny possessed letters from Churchill to 
Mussolini which he used as blackmail in 
order to obtain the release of many Nazis 
imprisoned by the British. 

Skorzeny went to Egypt as a military 
adviser and organized a staff of former 
German officers to train the Egyptian ar­
my. He trained the first units of the PLO, 
the IRA and the OAS. He retaliated 
against Jewish Nazi hunters and was not 
beyond eliminating his own people if they 
became a liability to ODESSA. Skorzeny 
died of cancer on 7 July 1975. He was 
cremated and his ashes were buried in his 
native Vienna: 

Skorzeny never betrayed his principles: 
. loyalty to those with whom he served, 
secrecy of action and silence. At the inter­
national military tribunal after WWII he 
never testified against any associate. He 
never stated, as many German officers 
did , that he had opposed Hitler and had 
only been following orders. He never cur-

ried favor in order to brighten his image in 
the postwar world. Skorzeny said he was 
proud to serve his country, did his best to 
win, fought to the last breath as well as he 
knew how - and didn't give a damn who 
knew it. 

Glenn Infield's book is not the final 
word on Otto Skorzeny's activities . He 
fails to mention Skorzeny's autobiogra­
phy, La Guerre lnconnue, in his bibliog­
raphy and makes no mention of Skor­
zeny's list of law suits and proven fabrica­
tions concerning his postwar escapades . 
The reader must also brush aside some ab­
surd statements (in chapter 18) and the 
author's belief that all the terrorism in to­
day's world is the result of Adolf Hitler 
and Otto Skorzeny. The book's 19 photo­
graphs are horrible and badly reproduced . 

Although Skorzeny: Hitler's Comman­
do makes interesting reading, there is still 
a need for a more detailed account of Otto 
Skorzeny's life. I hope this definitive bio­
graphy will be published soon. 

SAS, OPERATION OMAN. By Col. 
Tony Jeapes. The Battery Press, Dept. 
SOF, P.O. Box 3107, Uptown Station, 
Nashville, TN 37219. 1982. 247 pp. Illus­
trated. $17.95. Review by Madro Ban­
daries. 

TONY Jeapes first saw action in Oman 
in 1971 and returned there in 1974 as 

Special Air Service regimental com­
mander. This well-written book gives an 
insider's view of how the SAS functions. 
Readers familiar with Special Forces ' 
hearts and minds programs will see much 
similarity with SAS work . Detailing day­
to-day actions, it recounts the boring but 
necessary work of aiding the local govern­
ment in its management as well as the 
recruitment of local tribesmen. 

SAS, Operation Oman should be re­
quired reading for our national political 
leaders since it details the destruction and 
defeat of a communist-inspired revolu­
tion. For those interested in recent mili­
tary history, it offers a model campaign 
for keeping small wars small.~ 
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0372 516:95 2469 $10.95 *8821 512.95 

• Explicit sex, violence, and language. 

How the Club works: 
After your application for membership is accepted , you 'll 
receive your 3 books for 98¢ (plus shipping and handling) 
and your free book and maps . If you are not satisfied , return 
the 3 books within 10 days , your membership will be can­
celled . and you 'll owe nothing . The free book and maps are 
yours to keep in any case. About every 4 weeks (14 times a 
year), you'll receive , free , the Club's magazine describing 
the coming Selection(s) and Alternates, always at low Club 
prices . Also , up to 4 times a year you may receive offers of 
special selections. If you want the featured Selection(s), do 
nothing; it will be shipped to you automatically. If you want 
an Alternate. or no book at all, indicate your preference on 
the order form and return it by the date specified . (A charge 
for shipping and handling is added to all shipments .) That 
date allows you 10 days to decide. If you receive an un­
wanted selection because you had less than 10 days. return 
it and owe nothing . Once you 've purchased just 4 books 
during your first 2 years of membership, you may resi~n at 
any time or contin_ue to enjoy Club benefits . The Military 
Book Club offers its own complete hardbound editions, 
sometimes altered in size to fit special presses. saving you 
even more. 
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AND CHOOSE 
3s~g~s99c 
WITH MEMBERSHIP 

Plus2giant 
full-color maps FREE! 

Club editions save you up 
to 30% off publishers' list prices quoted above. 

N 

"' 

r-------------------------1 Military Book Clu~ 
Dept. F.R-379, Garden City, N.Y. 11530 
Please accept rtiy application for membership in the 
Military Book Club and send me the 3 books whose 
numbers I have printed in the boxes below. Bill me 
only 98¢ plus shipping and tfandling . I understand 
that I need buy only 4 more books at regu lar low Club 
prices during the first 2 years of my membership to 
complete my commitment. My membership will be 
subject to the terms and conditions presented in this 
ad . Also send me my FREE book and WWII strategy 
maps. 
. No-risk guarantee: If not delighted after examin­
ing my 3 choices, I may return the books within 10 
days and owe nothing . I may keep the FREE book and 
maps in any case . 

Mr. 

FREE 
BOOK 

Ms ·-------.,.,,,.--~------
(Please print) 

Address _________ Apt. No. __ 

CilY---------------

State Zip ___ _ 

Members accepted in the U.S.A. and Canada only. Canadian 
members will be serviced from Canada . Offer slightly different I 
in Canada. 30-M221 I 

L--··•••••••••••••••••••••J 
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IT HAPPENED 
TO ME 
DEEP SLEEP: ARVN WAKEUP ·CALL 
by Jimmy Emory as told to M.L. Jones 

In October 1966 Jimmy Emory's platoon 
of Marines from "K" Co. 315 was main­
taining security in a hamlet inland from 
Chu Lai with a detachment of Army of 
the Republic of Vietnam troops. As he 
tells it: 

THE name of the hamlet I never 
knew, but then l was a mere lance 

corporal and nobody felt it was necessary 
to tell me. Frankly, that's about the way 
my whole Vietnam tour went - I didn't 

The copies never live up to the originals. Witness the Gerber 
Survival Knives. Gerber's incomparable Guardian is a new 3Y2 ounce 
masterpiece, designed by R. W Loveless. Wil~ anyone match the 
world's foremost knife designer? Need 
you even ask? The Mark I and II, and the 
Command I and II have inspired a small 
horde of imitations, but the originals 
have never been equalled. After all, a 
mere knife is no match for a legend. The Legend Lives On 
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know where I was most of the time . We 
were either on this hill, in that valley, the 
jungle over there or two ridge lines over, 
never really knowing our actual geograph­
ic location. 

Anyhow, during this period spent with 
the AR VN troops the word was out to 
watch yourself if you pulled guard with 
one of them. They were notorious for 
either going to sleep on watch, leaving the 
hole unprotected (with you sleeping), or 
else just walking off and leaving the fox­
hole or bunker altogether. 

Word got around about this, and even­
tually the AR VN unit commander got 
wind of it. Capt. Moto (I believe he was 
called), the ARYN unit commander, sup­
posedly had been an officer in the North 
Vietnamese Army, and then switched 
sides . The word was that he was high on 
the NV A most-wanted list. 

He apparently was very serious about 
any infraction shown by his troops, and 
he wanted to .know if any Marine caught 
his AR VN coup.terpart sleeping on duty. 
One early morning while he was checking 
the lines he came upon a foxhole with two 
Marines and one ARYN troop sleeping in­
side : Capt. Moto woke up the two 
Marines and without asking any questions 
to confirm who was supposed to be on 
watch, he motioned for them to get out of 
the hole. They had no more cleared it 
when Capt. Moto pulled a pin on a 
grenade and ttirew it in the hole with the 
ARYN. After the explosion, he walked 
away unconcerned as t.he two Marines 
stood there in disbelief as to what they 
had just seen. It was never proven who ac­
tually was on watch. However, after 
observing the penalty for sleeping on du­
ty, you better believe those two Marines 
never admitted it was them . 

Needless to say, the word got around 
rapidly and for the rest of our stay in this 
hamlet we had very few problems with the 
AR VNs (or anybody else for that matter) 
sleeping while on guard . ~ 

I F you have a personal adventure 
for "lt Happened to Me" or "! 

Was There," triple-space type it and 
send it to SOF, P. 0 . Box 693, Boulder, 
CO 80306, Attn: M.L. Jones. All 
stories should be 500 words or less. 
Upon publication, SOF will become 
owner of all publication rights. Sub­
mitted articles are subject to editing 
and revision, although their content 
and theme will not be changed. 

Photos (with captions and credits) 
are also he/pf ul. Captions should be 
typed on a separate sheet of paper and 
keyed to each photograph. 

Enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope so we can notify you of ac­
ceptance or return your story. Article 
payment is $50, upon publication . All 
entrants will receive an SOF patch. 
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STS TECHNICAL SEMINARS 
ESPIONAGE COURSE 

Ever Wonder How It's Really Done? 

NOW YOU CAN LEARN 
THE CRAFT OF ESPIONAGE 
FROM PROFESSIONALS 

.. 

.. .. --------= • t i•-

This is Your Chance to Receive 
An Authoritative, Complete 
Private Study Course in the 

• AGENT HANDLING • SECRET MEETINGS 
• CONCEALMENT • COUNTERSURVEILLANCE 
• ORGANIZING NETS • COMMUNICATIONS 
• CLANDESTINE COLLECTION • DROPS 

Serious Business of Spying ..... . • BUILDING COVER • SAFEHOUSES • PLANS 

Call Toll-Free 24 Hours in U.S. 

800-227-1617 EXT 184 
IN CALIFORNIA CALL 800-772-3545 EXT 184 

ALL ORDERS (INCLUDING OVERSEAS) SHIPPED POSTPAID 
STS TECHNICAL SEMINARS• BOX 24621 •SAN FRANCISCO, CA. 94124 

Counterespionage specialists are the elite of the 
security world. They make top money. work the 
most interesting cases and their services are always 
in demand. The rising incidence of industrial spying 
and increased use of sophisticated spy techniques 
by organized crime makes detailed, specific know­
ledge of th is exciting field a must for the true 
professional who wants to get ahead. There is, 
however. one big problem. 

How Do You Get In? 
Where do you get the training necessary to under­
stand highly specialized methods used by experts? 
You can join the CIA and go to c lasses at famous 
Camp Peary, Virginia. You can join the FBI and 
attend Foreign Counterintell igence courses. You 
can join the armed fo rces and work your way 
through the red tape of military intelligence schools . 
. . or you can invest in yourself and your own fu ture 
and send just $125 for a complete private study 
course offering a fully guaranteed, step-by-step 
guide to mastery of intelligence tradecraft tech­
niques. 

We Back You Up 
Your course is not fiction, not id le theory, and not 
somebody's rehash of general ideas. Your course is 
a completely detai led. highly specific. practical guide 
to the nuts and bolts of secret work. written by 
former professional intell igence officers wi th years 
of foreign espionage experience. Your course is 
based on time-proven instructional materials used 
by government intelligence and law enforcement 
agencies to train officers and agents fo r espionage 
and counterespionage assignments. We uncondi­
tionally guarantee the authenticity of your course -
and your complete satisfaction - in writing. 

CD 
• When do you and when don't 

you use dead drops? Turn to the 
section on secret meetings. dead 
drops and courier networks. It's in 
Part Il l of your Tradecratt Course 
Handbook. 
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• How do you set up a safehouse? 
The lecture on underground organi­
zation and your course materials 
have all the answers. 

• What are the inside tricks of 
countersurveillance? You'll learn to 
detect and evade all forms of survei l­
lance in Part II of your course. 

• What methods of concealment 
work successfully time after time? 
The block of instruction on smug­
gling and concealment covers this 
thoroughly. 

• How do you build airtight cover? 
Listen to the lecture on cover. and 
turn to Part IV of your Course Hand­
book . 

This is just a small sampling of the many practical 
techniques you'll study, at your own speed. and in 
the complete privacy of your own quarters. 

What You Will Receive 
Each course includes the following materials, and if 
you act right away, a special collection of bonus 
books: 

• The Handbook of Intelligence Tradecraft. A 
complete. step-by-step lesson guide you'll use 
throughout the course. Later this detailed handbook 
will go wi th you on assignments as an indispensable 
reference and operations manual. 

• Course Binder. A handsome, durable. special­
ly-imprinted binder, designed to hold your notes 
and the Tradecraft Course Handbook. 

• Cassette Tapes. Hours of graduated instruction 
on high quality cassette tapes you can listen to at 
home, in your car, or anywhere. 
These lesson tapes are designed to be used again 
and again. They'll help you quick ly learn the many 
detai ls you'll have to remember as a counteres­
pionage specialist. 

Absolutely No Risk 
Occasionally we find that STS courses are too 
technical or too specific for the student who is 
merely interested in a general introduction to the 
subject matter. For this reason, every STS Technical 
Seminar is unconditionally guaranteed to give com­
plete satisfaction. or your money cheerfully refunded 
in full . This no-risk guarantee lets you act with 
confidence. Simply send the coupon below with 
your check or money order. or call our convenient 
toll-free 24-hour order number and use your Visa or 
MasterCard. Your course wil l be rushed to you by 
return mai l. and we pay all postage. 

Act Today 
Act rig ht now and we'll send you the five-volume 
Tradecrall Library. By special arrangement wi th a 
noted professional publisher we are able to offer a 
useful set of five different intelligence manuals with a 
retail value of over $50. absolutely free as an added 
bonus for quick action. But to receive this impressive 
collection you must act today! This special bonus 
offer will not be repeated. Use the coupon below. or 
call our toll-free number right away. 

r,:- :-- - -.~ ;;.:; ·~i~"'~'i~$.~I"- I.: 
Ma1110 ST S T~c1HN~~~ ::~~~~1-~~2 6: 

1 ot~ ' I ~ 
P 0 BOX 24621 San Francisco CA 94124 ~ ~ I ~ 
YES, sub1ec1 to uncond1110nal guarantee please • ,; I(/) 
send me ~ .-.: -f 

D Complete Tradecraft Course @ S125 each ~ ., ... 11 ~ .. 0 My check tor this amount is enclosed .. ~.. z 

"I.~°' 0 Charge my cred it card Account information ~·l. .(!~ I 0 
~ · · · is enclosed ~ > 
~. ii Name i)g l~ 
~ · ~ Street ~'. ' I ~ 

~
' ,; Ci ty, . ' I ~ 

u-.: State Zip ___ it ' :o 
ii For Fastest Service Call Toll Free J .. i (Ul 
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CUBAN ARMS 
BUILD-UP ... 

Since 1981 Soviet weaponry has 
been flowing into the communist is· 
land of Cuba at an alarming rate, ap­
proaching levels not seen since the 
Cuban missile crisis in 1962. 

Cuban Vice President Carlos Raf­
ael Rodriguez told the United Nations 
General Assembly that Cuba had "al­
most doubled" its military capability 
in the past year with "huge amounts 
of modern and sophisticated weap­
ons." When asked why, Rodriguez ad­
mitted that the build-up contrasted 
with Havana's worldwide call for a 
reduction in armaments. He declared 
that Cuba was forced to build up 
defenses because of successive at­
tacks by U.S. administrations. 
Rodriguez conveniently avoided men­
tioning the supplier, and what 
specific weapons were provided. 

According to U.S. intelligence, So­
viet-supplied equipment to Cuba in­
cludes assault helicopters (Mi8s and 
Mi24s), MiG 21 and MiG 23 jet 
fighters, transport planes, frigates, 
patrol boats, minesweepers, missile 
launchers, tanks, smal l arms and am­
munition. 

Rodriguez angrily denounced the 
United States and claimed that U.S. 
support of Britain in the Falklands 
war and support of the Israeli inva­
sion into Lebanon demonstrated that 
it was practical for small nations to 
arm, and larger, more powerful na­
tions to disarm. 

Along with the weapons build-up, 
Cuba has added 500,000 men and 
women to its part-time territorial 
militia. 

SOLDIERS OF 
FORTUNE BEWARE 

· The South African Defense Force is 
no longer accepting foreign volun­
teers, and any foreigner now serving 
with the South African Defense 
Forces will not be allowed to reenlist 
unless he applies for South African 
citizenship. The reason behind this is 
South African displeasure over a 
series of derogatory articles written 
by foreign correspondents and some 
foreign members of the now dis­
banded 44 Para Battal ion. The deroga­
tory articles played right into the 
hands of SWAPO, whose propaganda 
has always contended that the South 
African Army is composed of blood­
thirsty, racist mercenaries. 

PLO: ARMS 
AND THE MEN .. . 

One man's mercenary is another 
man's freedom fighter. There are 
many foreign volunteers fighting with 
the PLO, and - though most are from 
Moslem countries - some are West­
erners. 
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BULLETIN 
BOARD 
by Bob Poos 

Soldier of Fortune gets you closer: 
Soviet Mi·8 helicopter sweeps low 
through valley near Kabul searching for 
Afghan freedom fighters. The Russians 
failed to spot SOF contributor Mark 
Warman and his escort party but 
Warman caught them in the viewfinder of 
his camera. See Warman's article, 
"Kabul's Urban Guerrillas," 
SOF, November '82. 
Photo: Mark Warman © 1982 

SOF hangs out in the right places. 
Attending the King of Thailand's 
garden party are (left to right): SOF 
Foreign Correspondent Jim Coyne, 
Editor/Publisher Robert K. Brown, 
Maj. Gen. Pichitr Kullavanijaya 
(Commanding General, 1st Division, 
"The King's Guard," Royal Thai 
Army), and Tony Paul (roving 
correspondent for Reader's Digest, 
Asia). Staffers and dignitaries 
discussed Southeast Asia's 
problems, such as MIA/POW issue 
and Soviet-sponsored use of 
chemical/biological warfare. The 
posh occasion celebrated Thailand's 
bicentennial, 6 May 1982. 
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It is known that at least one 
American is fighting with the PLO. 
Calvin Raphael Holt, of Washington, 
D.C., converted to Islam about 10 
years ago. A 25-year-old black who 
claims to be a Vietnam-era vet, Holt 
has been wearing his army fatigues 
and helmet, carrying an M16. He 
claims to have fought alongside Mos­
lem rebels in Afghanistan, and is now 
waiting to die for Allah for the libera­
tion of Palestine. When a Washington 
Post correspondent asked Holt if he 
helped train PLO guerrillas, he 
replied, "When 'advice is needed, I 
give it. When it's not, I'm a sniper." He 
claims to have killed at least nine 
Israeli soldiers with his scoped M16. 

Only a handful of Westerners are 
fighting with the PLO. One Canadian 
wa;s captured, and sightings of Irish 
Republican Army terrorists have been 
claimed by some journalists. 

As of September, Israel has cap­
tured over 6,00U prisoners, and the of­
fic ial Israeli response is that they are 
not sure what to do with them all. 
Twenty-five percent are not Palestin­
ians. PLO guerrillas from the follow­
ing countries have been captured: 

. Bangladesh, Lebanon, Syria, Iraq, Jor­
dan, Tunisia, Libya, Somalia, Algeria, 
Yemen, Niger, Nigeria, Ceylon, India, 
Canada, Iran, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, 
Mali, Sudan, Mauritania, Morocco, 
Turkey, Pakistan, Egypt and Abu 
Dhabi. Foreign prisoners are inter­
rogated, but treated no differently 
than Palestinians. 

Huge amounts of small arms have 
been captured, most of Soviet origin. 
Even before the Israelis pulled into 
Beirut , weapons and ammunition 
were found in storage caches - in­
cluding 700 brand-new M16s still in 
their packing dates. Their markings 
showed that the rifles had originally 
been shipped to Saudi Arabia. It is not 
known if the Saudis handed over the 
Mt6s to the PLO on their own accord. 
The latest-issue German G-3s were 
numerous, most still in their packing 
crates also. As of September 1982, 
over 35,000 rifles have been captured, 
half of them AK-47s. The variety of 
small arms is staggering: almost ev­
ery modern military rifle, machine gun 
and submachine gun made, plus a 
collect ion of antique sporting arms 
and over 4,000 12-gauge shotguns. 
Heavy stuff was quite prevalent too, 
with Soviet Katyusha rockets, 
U.S.-made recoilless rifles, artillery 
and mines; not to mention over 50 
Russian T-34 tanks, over 70 T-55s and 
10 T-72s, as well as a large assort­
ment of armored personnel carriers 
- many with huge holes punched in 
them from Israel 's new 105mm anti­
tank gun. 

Israel is not sure of all the suppliers 
for PLO arms. Most likely, many were 
provided by sympathetic nations or 
arms brokers, and the various Mos-
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lem groups from other countries, in­
cluding rumored terrorist groups in­
volved helping the PLO, brought 
along the weapons they were t rained 
with. 

HOLIDAY INNS 
VS. CBS .. . 

Holiday Inns, which helped spon­
sor an inaccurate CBS documentary 
called "People Like Us" with Bill 
Moyers, is refusing to pay CBS for the 
commercial. Holiday Inns was led to 

believe that Bill Moyers' program, 
aired 21 April 1982, was to be a 
balanced report on the Reagan ad­
ministration's budget policies. In­
stead, according to Bill D. Goforth, 
Vice President for Communication of 
Holiday Inns, the program was "bi­
ased and nc:irrow, one-sided, not news 
- but propaganda." Goforth added: 
"Because we were misled about the 
program's content, we have informed 
CBS that we will not pay for the Holi­
day Inn commercial air-ed during the 
"People Like Us" program. We are 
also making it known to CBS that if 
they are willing to run an 'equal time' 
response to the program, we will 
reverse this decision." 

SOF commends Goforth and Holi­
day Inns for their dignified display of 
conscience in the often unconscion­
able world of television news. 

VIETNAM 
ART EXHIBIT . . . 

The Vietnam Era Veterans Associa­
tion of New Jersey is sponsoring a 
Vietnam art exhibit to be held 11 No­
vember to 12 December 1982 at the 
Newark Museum in Newark, NJ. The 
event will be in conjunction with the 
dedication of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial in Washington, D.C. Doug­
las Hirsch of the museum explained 

that the theme of the exhibit will be 
the veteran's transition from war to 
home. Through the eyes of the veter­
an - not the news media - the ex­
hibit will offer a new perspective on 
the longest war in U.S. history. For 
some examples of Vietnam veterans' 
art, see "The Vietnam Experience 
Through Art," SOF, July '81. 

FRENCH CIA GETS 
THE AXE . . . 

The new socialist government in 

Paris has about had it with the French 
intelligence community's African op­
erations. President Francois Mitter­
rand, in an effort to improve relations 
with Third World countries, has 
pounced on the Documentation and 
Counter-Espionage Service (SDECE) 
with the recent discovery of a major 
intelligence "conspir?CY" which sup­
posedly tried to draw France into full­
scale war with Libya. 

For the last 20 years, the SDECE 
has been reporting to French heads 
of state on African policy and affairs. 
Jacques Foccart, personal adviser on 
African affairs to Charles de Gau lle 
and George Pompidou , laid out the 
groundwork for SDECE-sponsored 
French mercenaries to make and 
break various African governments 
over the years. · 

Some operations worked, some 
didn't. Some were pulled off with sur­
prising ease - such as the overthrow 
of the Comoro Islands' government 
by French meres led by Col. Bob 
Denard in 1976 to replace the anti­
French president with a friendly one. 
Up front it looked like a typical mere 
operation: swift and successful. But 
Denard and his men arrived at the 
Comoros on a French sh ip, and were 

Continued on page 120 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 17 



DIRECT FROM 
U.S. OPTICS R 

QUALITY SUNGLASSES 
AT FACTORY PRICES 

Each pair features: Impact resistant 
lenses• Hanqcrafted •Polished glass 
lenses • Hardened metal frames • 
No non-sense guarantee. · 
FREE-limited time only - deluxe velour 
lined case with each pair of glasses 
orde red (a $3.00 value). Credit cards 
accepted . Dealer inquiries invited . 

NOTICE: Don't be fooled by cheap 
imitations. These glasses are made 
exclusively for U.S . Optics" . To make 
sure you get the best, order now and if 
not completely satisfied return for 
refund within 30 days. 

World Famous Pilot's Glasses 
These precisio n flig ht g lasses are no w 

availab le to the p ub lic for only $7.95. If you 
could buy them e lsewhere, they'd probably 
cost you over $20.00. #20P availa ble in gold 

or silver frame. A $20.00 value only $7.95. 
Two pans for $14.00. 

Aviator Teardrop Flight Glas ses 
F le xible cable te mples. ff30A g old frame 

only. A $30.00 va lue only $9.95. 
2 pa ns for $ 18.00. 

P rofe ssional Driving & Shooting Glasses 
Wide angle amber lens brightens v1s1bdi ty. 
R30D g old frame only. A $30.00 val ue only 

$ 14.95. 2 pairs fo r $28.00. 

To orde r send check or money ord er to U .S . Opt!c •, 
De pt. 62 1, P .O. Box 14206 , Atlanta, Georgia 30324 . 
Cred it card c ustome rs please fill 1n card 11 and Exp da te 

QUANTITY MODEL • GOLD SILVER PRICE 
20P 
30A X 
30D x 

Add Postage, Handling, and Insurance 
$1.00 per pair ___ ____ _ _ ___ _ 

Total - ----

Credit card orde rs ma y ca ll l ·404 ·252·0703. 

Visa or Mas ter Chary c P Exp Del le 

Name 

Add ress 

C 11y St it l e 

FREE case with each pair. 

18 SOLDIEll OF FOll'l'UNll 

ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTER 
by John Metzger 

STEYR FIREPOWER 
Steyr-Mannlicher has come out with a 

new pistol in 9mm Parabellum called the 
GB. The most striking feature about this 
gas-delayed blow-back-action pistol is its 
capacity: an 18-round staggered maga­
zine plus one round in the chamber. 
Also, when fired, the gun is double­
action for the first shot , and single­
action for remaining shots. 

front sight is a post with luminous 
point, and rear is a rectangular notch 
with two luminous points. With an over­
all length of 8 Y2 inches, the gun weighs 
in empty at 39 ounces. The 5 \14 -inch, 
cold-hammered, chrome-bore barrel is 
fixed to the frame, eliminating shot-to-

BoLT-ACTION BLADE ... 
Designed in collaboration with noted 

knife craftsman Blackie Collins, Gerber 
Legendary Blades has introduced the 
Gerber Bolt-Action: "An incredibly reli­
able blade locking system ,' ' according to 
company president Pete Gerber. "The 
knife is designed for one-hand use in a 
survival situation, where only one hand 
is free." 

The folding blade is locked open by a 
bolt which wedges firmly between the 
end of the tang and the inside of the han­
dle , resulting in a very positive, strong­
locking mechanism. The locked blade is 
released by sliding a spring-loaded 
thumb-tab on the side of the handle. 

Handles are heat-molded Rynite , a 
space-age material that is impervious to 
chipping or cracking - "an extremely 
lightweight and tough substance," ex­
plained Gerber, "ideal for a knife han­
dle. This new model is as tough as any 
knife on the market but weighs only 
three ounces ." 

shot barrel-positioning vanat1on. The 
GB can be disassembled in seconds -
without depressing the mainspring - by 
using a special takedown lever . The fac­
tory claims an approximate muzzle 
velocity of 1,200 feet per second using 
Hirtenberg ammunition. Also featured 
is an integral automatic drop safety and 
firing pin lock . 

The gun will retail in the United States 
for $476. Steyr offers a line of holsters 
for the GB as well. For more informa­
tion, contact Steyr Daimler Puch of 
America Corporation, Dept. SOF, 85 
Metro Way, Secaucus, NJ 07094. 
Phone: (800) 526-7180. 

The drop-point blade is 3 Y4 inches 
long and is manufactured from 441 ser­
ies surgical stainless steel. Overall length 
of the knife is 7 Y2 inches. With nylon 
belt scabbard, the knife is reasonably 
priced at around $30. A specially de­
signed leather scabbard is also available. 

For more information on the Bolt­
Action, contact Gerber Legendary 
Blades, Dept. SO F, 14200 S. W . 72nd 
Ave, Portland, OR 97223 . Phone: (503) 
639-6161. 
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Ill yOU~ r ballistics that ~~amatica\\Y 
1 secre 0 . ccuratY so LL BEG 
your ';_"&t~~~R fRl~~~:\o DO IT! 
~OU TO st10W TllE th wi ll scarcely 
1 shoot w1 witness 

The men yo~ eyes when theY snooting 
bell••• tn•;,onallY improv~~ve trouble 
your sensa('{ ou maY even eems \1Ke a 
accuracy t yourse\11) It sf your train 
believing 1 t it' s part 0 gun pro. 
miracle ti:. ~~y to becoming a le appl• 
mg on do it is the s1m~ormat1on 
1 he wa'J yo~evea\in& new '° exp\amed 
cation of bal\lst1cs th•~ ':stand chart 
concernm& \e easy -to -on i t \esson 
ynth a s1mP ~n1es your irs le ot the 
that a~coi:tiP · ust one examP n secrets 
And this IS ~1de tips and guu as you 
dozens 0

11
1 ~~ revealed to ?,~g course 

that WI gh th!S .. Cl 
progress tnrou 

LEARN AT HOME IN SPARE TIME LLYOlJ 
N ''PROs" TE y 

TOP-FLIGHT Go~ TO DO IT, Gut»E y:i'!~~ER 
HAT TO DO I H . STEP OF THE 

W · You 'll see how to take apart and repair almost every 
well -known rifle, shotgun, pistol and automatic. We 
take the mystery out of ballistics. Show you how to 
smooth up actions, fit and repair stocks, rechoke 

shotguns, customize handguns. Includes 
bedding techniques, stock inletting, fitting 

As a "Cun Pro" trainee at-"orth American 

drop and pitch. Learn what the exp~rts know 
about reloading. Specia l section on black 
powder guns. How to buy and sell new and 
used guns for profits. 

WE SHOW YOU HOW TO APPLY FQR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 
If you qualify otherwise, you may 

obtain a Fede ral License to buy and 
sell guns, ammunition and accessories 
without inventory ... while you are 
still a student at North American. 

This means you can begin making ex­
tra cash almost immediately - order­
ing guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis. It also helps you get started to­
ward a business of your own .. . if that 
is what you want after you graduate. ----.::..J 

GUNS ARE BIG BUSINESS. Gun repa ir, custom ammo-111aking, 
Everything Explained in 
Easy-to-Understand Language 
so Even a Beginner Can Follow 

sporteri zing , custom st ocking , sales-all are profit oppor­
tuniti es fo r the expert. Now, a t home in spare time, you 
can learn the basics you need to become that expert. We 

do not kn ow how many of our gradua tes ha ve started their 

• 

Explana tions include pho tos, diagrams, own g un shops , but we ha ve letters on file from some 
drawings and chan s. We send you all the 1 
tools you need so yo u actually learn by doing who ha ve. And we'll send you the resu t s of a survey lw as you follow the lessons. Yo u receive cata logs, showing employment success of our gradua tes. 

l
g bargain bulletins, requirement s for Federal Graduation f r om thi s course does not insure that 
-. Firea rms License. you will get a job. To find o ut how our graduat es 

la. ha ve done, send for our job placement record. 
W SPECIAL You get it a ll! H ow to buy and sell guns .. . customize, 

l!!:I- TOOLS AND r epair and accurize them ... fit and fini sh stocks . . . do 
hand-loading .. . zero-in scopes .. . under stand ballistics 

l z Q E T INCLUDED ... restore ant ique firearm s . . . use b lack powder 
W E UIPM N . . . weapons .. . import g uns ... adjust chokes . .. and more. 

I::::! Yo u get precision gauges, fine Because you s tudy at h ome, you can graduate in months 

I
~ gunsmith's screwdrivers, honing . . . or take up to t wo yea rs. Your h a ndsom e Diploma will 
..:: s tones. checkering tools, pull and proclaim you as a "GUN PR0" when you proudly display 

FIRST FOLD HERE .... drop ga uge, plus much, much more. . -------- it in your own shop or at work . • FIRST FOLD HERE 
10 
1: NO POSTAGE NECESSARY when you ~I 
:~ mail this ENTIRE Postage-Paid ad ~ 
I~ To Mail-Fold ad in following manner: 

~
. Remove entire page- 3. Fold page again, on 

• tear or cut on dotted line 2nd fold lines 
I to left 4. Tape or glue the 3 open 

I ' 2. Fold page in half on sides and drop in the 

I . 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I~ 

·~ lw 
.~ 
1ffi 
I:! ct p 
. ~ 1: 
· ~ . ~ 

1st fold lines mail box today. 

GUN REPAIR. BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 

Gives you a good start toward going into your 
own business or applying for a Job In a 
gunshop. 

GUN SALES andMUCH,MUCHMORE 

MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN 
There are m ore than 20 million hunters plus 
more millions of target shooters, gun collectors and 
owners in the U.S . APPROVED FOR VETERANS 

I c: Name. _ ________ ____ ______ Age _ __ _ 

•• Address. _ _ ______ ___________ _ 

I City _____ _ _____ State _______ Zip. _ __ _ 

I North American School of Firearms , 4500 Campus Dr., 
Dept. RSOA2 , Newport Beach . CA 92660 . 
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SUPER KNIFE SPECIAL 
Compare These Prices Anywhere 

• canvas 
sheath 

,J ·~ ~ 
~···11 'l23" ove rall : i~:: ~~erall 

8" edge • necl bfade 
• stee l blade • canvas sheach 

• . 9Vi " overa ll 
• 5' : ecige 
• steel bl ade 

• ca11vas sheath 

6 
CAMP 
AXE 

: ~~~:·~~~rhaildle 
• I V2 lbs. 

• saw teei h o n back 
• sheath 
• whec.slOne 

Send $2. ()() f or complete cotalog. Cotalog free wsth order. 

Pleue aend me _ knife(1) ar: the Limited Time Offer Of 
$6.95 each or $6.00 each in quantities of 3 or more. Add 
$ 1.50 po1tage for fint knife and 50 cent.I for ea.ch ad.di~ 
tiOna l knife. Make checks or money orden payable to 
TIFFIN INTERNATIONAL. 

Alabama residents ·add 63 sales tax 

K nives Available (Enter number(s) desired) 
Quan . Quan. Quan. Quan. 

____ 3 5 7 __ _ 

9 __ _ 
f\1a m e _ _ ____________ _ 

Addrcs,s _____________ _ 

City _ ____ Sta te _ ___ Zip ___ _ 

____ VISA ____ ~ •• ASTER C HARGE 

Exp. Date _ ____ Ca rd N umber ____ _ 

Sig natu re _____________ _ 

Mail to: TIFFIN IN TERNA TIONAL 
P.O. Box 881, Dept. SF-12 Clanton, A L 35045. 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 
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MORE 
ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTER 

~RSA TILE CROSSBOW ... 
The Horton Safari Magnum cross­

bow, imported by Precision Sports, 
Inc., is now available in a 150-pound 
version . Previously, only a 125-pound 
version was available. Both the 125- and 
150-pound prods (bows) are manufac­
tured of profiled-steel in a semi-friction­
less design and are completely inter­
changeable on the ·safari Magnum 
stock. All Horton Safari Magnum cross­
bows carry a lifetime operational war­
ranty. Each stock is made from pre­
loaded, structural glass-filled poly­
propylene - virtually indestructible. 
The hardened steel trigger has a crisp let­
off and automatic safety. Horton's ex­
clusive "Dial-A-Range" sighting system 
allows instant, silent sight adjustment 
for range changes . Each crossbow comes 
complete with a rope stirrup cocking aid 
and two aluminum bolts. Total weight is 
four pounds, three ounces . 

Suggested retail prices are: $229.95 for 
the 125-pound crossbow set, $49 for 
125-pound spare prod with string; 
$239.95 fo r the 150-pound crossbow set, 
and $59 for the 150-pound spare prod 
with string. 

For more literature and information, 
readers should send $1 to Precision 
Sports, Inc., Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 219, 
Ithaca, NY 14850. 

BLAST AND FLASH .. . 
Accuracy Systems, Inc. is now ship­

ping their new Model 429 STUN Gre­
nade . "This unique device is designed 
especially for use in hostage/terrorist or 
riot-control situations," says Chuck 
Byers , president of Accuracy Systems, 
"when a violent blast and flash are re­
qu'ired to stun or scare the perpetrators 
with less chance of injury than from a 
conventional hand grenade. ' ' 

The special loading of Magdex Hi 
Flash composition, manufactured by 
Accuracy Systems, provides both an ex­
tremely loud report and a bright flash , 
while the special soft-plastic grenade 
body and submunition container greatly 
reduce the possibility of injuries from 
flying fragments of the grenade shell. 

When the pin is pulled and the safety 
lever released, the fuse will funct ion in 
approximately I !12 seconds. The soft­
plastic submunition container will then 
be ejected from the grenade body and 
exploi:le in a fraction of a second . 

The grenades can be purchased (by 
law-enforcement officers only) in cases 
of 24, for $840 per case , plus shipping . 
For more information, contact A c­
curacy Systems, Dept. SOF, 2105 S. 
Hardy Dr., Tempe, AZ 85282. Phone 
(602) 966-3086. ~ 
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COLT M1911/A1 .45 AUTO BAYONETS M1 .30 CAL. CARBINE BROWNING 9mm Hl POWER ORIG. G .I. 30 RO UND ~ U.S. MILITARY 1st AID KIT 

24. BBoan:/C~~~le~1ru~ont .. 2100.00 ~ ~~~~~u~~~~~a~R Metal interior ~ m ~~&~~~~;r:;:oUCH for i:r~ ~;Nge6s545d~65-23~4 lst:;~i~~es~~t~s~~.~~ 1. Barrel New Colt Mfg. ... $45.00 
3. Bushing, barrel . .. 8.00 
4. Bushing, st0ci< screw . ... .75 
5. Cap, Mainspring ....... .75 
6. 5~~n~~~~ine • • • .. 4.00 
7 4.00 

~. ~~~~~tor' 4.00 
11.00 

10. Guide. recoii spring. : : . 7.25 
11 . Hamme• .. ........ 12.50 
12. Hammer Wide Sour .. .. 14.50 
13. Housing, mainspring ~arched) 12.00 
14. Housing, mainspring al ... 14.00 
15. Link, Bairel .. .. .. 1.50 
16. Lock, mag. catch .... . . 1.00 
17. Lock, safe~ (lhumbJ ... 10.00 
18. Magazine, ew G.I. ... 6.95 
19. Mainspring . . . . . . 1.00 
20. Pin. banel, link ........ .75 
20A. Pin. retainer lanyard loop . .50 
21. Pin, ejector ..... .... . .75 
22. Pin. firing ... 2.25 
23. Pin. hammer .... .75 
24. Pin. hammer strut . .. . ... .75 
25. Pin. mainspring cap .... .75 
26. Pin, mainspring hOusing . .75 
27. Pm. seai .. . .... .75 
28. Plug, reccil spring .. 2.00 
29. Plunger. safety lock .. 1.00 
30. Plunger. slide stop .. 1.00 
31 . Retainer. housing pin .... .75 
32. Salety grip (long tang) . . 10.00 
~ . ~~~w, grrp ... . . .75 

6.00 
36. Sight, lront . 2.00 
37. Sight.rear ....... 2.50 
39. Spring, !iring pin ... .90 
40. Soring, mao. catch .. .75 
41 . Spring , Plunger . .75 
42 Spring , recoil . 100 
43 Spring , sear 1.85 
44. Stocks tips!. wooa ... . 11.00 
45. Stocks grips , plastic .... 4.00 
46. Stocks grips wood diamond 

d . . . . . . . . . . . 13.00 
46A. wood target . 19.95 
47. 2.25 
4B. Stop, slide .... t5.00 
49. Strut. hammer . 1.50 
50. 16.135 
51 

B.95 
52. Tube, plunger 

!slide. stop & safety) . 4.50 

f,, 
\l 

\ 

I 
M4 CARBINE 
BAYONET 
with M8A1 

T
Scabbard 
U.S. Caliber .30 Ml 
Carbine. Blade length: 
61f2''. Features: Bert 
attachment. sure-grip 
handle. and tie-thongs. 

Sl-8 $19.95 

. II, ompete, M1 .... .00 1-~------k--f~---·-· -------' . " ' • , a esr"' ape, · 4A. Bolt, Stripped, M1 . . . 17.50 poc et or magazrne. $9. 95 Holsler 30-Rnd. Magazines $6.50. 3 forl--- ---'•"-int;...m:.:en:.:t;..., b:.:"cc'":.:':.:"::.:'m:::·:.:et:.:c;.... B:.:ra:c.n.:.d;...ne:...w;...$4::.::.:.50=--i 
6. Catch. magazine. M1 . . . 2.50 and magazine. New cond. $24.95 $18.00. Pouch (holds 3 mags.) 

~. g~tgt~r~~~~~fy ~lsiirfng ·. ~.~ A M16 BIPOD & CARRYING CASE $6.95. Complete set (3 mags. and m-~_:_J NEW G. I. 30-SHOT CARBINE 
9. Escutcheon reccil plate Latest issue Nylon LC-1 i---- -"'P.::.OU:::C:::.h"'-)-"$2=3:.:.9:.::5::... _ ____ ____. - MAGAZINE POUCH $4.95 

11. Guide operating slide spring. 5.00 · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 1-.-.:.:.----- - -'---------I 

12A. Hand guaid. (wood). used .. 5.00 Used Case ............ $ 3.00 and clip holder. $10.95. Clip holder • - -- '~--.-, .. : M16/A1 • 

10. Ex1~fcr~ • . . . . . . . . . . Ul8 TI Ne~e~ipc~se · · · · · · .. · · · $$1 ~·~g ~ i~ itLr.,,~ri ~~~~~~LY W ith 4 Mags. $19.95 

12. Handguard.(woodJ. new . .. 750 New Bipod & Case (Set) . $15.95 61o Contains 2 30-round magazines ~ $lO 95 

13. Handguard (metalventilatedl 5.00 Used Case w/ New Bipod $13.95 only$3.95. Magsonly $4.00each. ~·,A 9-•"""11- MAINTENANCE KIT 

1------G-A_R_A_N_D---11~. ~~srn~. Trigger, M'l : stiippeO 25~ l--~==----3-0_R_O_U_N;,,:D;...;...M_A_.:.:.G_AZ___:;l;,,:N:.:E_S;:::...,;F:.:O::.:A:.+-----O-R_l_G_l_N_A_L_G ___ l._C_A_M_O_U_F_LA_G--IE ~ 7 ~(~~~~E~:.s~~;~~reaner, 
,.. 16. Key, front sight ... . . . . . 2.00 THE RUGER* MINI 14 M 6 LO J 

1 
M5A 1 17. Magazine 15 round . . . . . . 3.00 B d N M f - d d • 5 FIE ACK ET Cleaning Rod, & 2 Cham-
BA YONET 18. Magazine. 30 round . .. . . . 4.00 ran ew. anu acture an In O.D., Garno. Woodland, or Tan ber Brushes. 

r w1"th M8A1 ~90.. MNuatg. azGainsef>rs[oo~n·d· ·. . 3.00 Guaranteed by Sherwood S12.95 Ny lon/ cotton con. and Ouarpel 

\

' 2.60 ea. 2$22.95.3 mags + pouch $39.95 ' Water Repellant. Hideaway zipper - AR-15/M16 FRONT & REAR 
',; Scabbard ~~. ~i~: i:~~~ sight t~ ~7rti:m~'/:~~~!,'~ ~%_ reg>Stered trademark and hood included Available in S, SIGHT ADJUSTING TOOL 

I
., u .s . Caliber .30 Ml 23. Pin, hammer ...... 1.50 M, L or XL sizes. (Specify size) $9.95 

Garand Rifle. Blade 25 Pin. trigger housing . 1.50 COLT MFG. M16/ A1 UPPER $54.95, 2 for $99.95 
i I· lenth: 6v,''. Features: 26. Pin, trigger . . . . . . 1.50 RECEIVER Original G.I. 100% Ny lon & Poly. U.S. M1 CARBINE CARRYING CASE 
JI · Belt attachment, 27. Piston, gas· 4.00 a Complete with forward assist Cold Weather l iners for above B d N V R I 

Sl-
9 

~~~";~~ft.~~~~le ~~. ~i~l~: ~~ii.. . . .. .... ~.~ plunger assembly $99.95. Pivot ,_ _ _ ___ S1_9_.9_5_._2_f_o_r _S_35_._9_5 _ _ ___ _, ~ran ew, ery are - com pt ete w ith 

$20 95 
30. Plungerextractorw/ spring . 2.25 pin to adapt M16/ A1 upper re-

10 
COTTON TIGER carrying s rap. 

1----- -----==.::· ~31 . Plunger. hammer spring ... 2.25 ceiver to AR-15 lower receiver. I 0% $12.95 2 for $24.00 
32. Plunger. magazine catch S4 95 · STRIPED FATIGUES " ·' t COLT 33. Plu~~/esf. r~na~ety w/·s·piing· ·. ·. · 2·25 1------'-"-·=----------l -. Army Specified 11834-000-6710 

AR 15/M1 6 32 .. 2505 ~~[9/ GF~~IYNOGRJANCAVKYETBSLUMEAU-1.S.A.F. .'..'l>!i. Avail. S, M, L. XL. ' •o,us"s"ALL BRAND NEW! 2 ""ST "o (! - 34. Safe , lliptype.. ...... LI ;so;:> a 
\

.. M-7 BAYONET* 35· Salety, button type · · · · · 3~ \ \\ . W1rh lnlerna11onal Orange 1ns1de liner $ 2 9 · 9 5 · 2 f Or $ 4 9 · 9 5 · ~~d,.,,oE•s ' ' o•ESSONG COM~:;~ 
with M8A1 3367· Sscrew, butt pllaltet . . . 2'00 \ intermed1ale weight MA·l NYLON shell _ ,._/ IN TRENCHING 4 

. crew. recc1 Pae . . , _ sreel zipper rront KNIT collar.cuffs. A':' .. '..-i; BRAND NEW ORIGINAL G.I. 3 c'"'"'' • 1 rooL c•••IER 
Scabbard 38. Sear 4.00 waistband 1 poly Reversible XS. ..a:,P-!;:L;-;? "BOONIE" CAMO JUNGLE HAT COVER . 
Blade rength: 6" . ~B• ~igg~:: ~~~taOjuslable.'com··1 • ~·'gg s . M . L Brand New Spec•tv size ,.-~,,_ Sizes 7, 7'1• , 7'12, 7'¥• Specify size $9.95 w'"' -~ 
Features: Belt 41. Sight.reaiadjustable.G.I . .. 1ioo l-'-"-----.....::$4;...:.:9_.9;...;5 ___ ........:2'-'-'fo"-r_,$8= 9c:.:.9:..:5:.....--1 c'""'" ~- ~ .~., 
attachment.sure-grip 42A. Sl1deoperatingM·l .. .. 2500 RUBBE CO G § US ARMYLC1 (AlicePack) •os•oL >\\> JO Ro o 
handle.andtie-thon9s. 43. Spring, band retaining.. 2•00 , . Pachmayr c~ecker!1~!Tamu~!~~ps c~,,.;plete with -LC-2 aluminum 6 BEL> " . MAC.A~~-· POUCH 

Sl-10 $19.95 ~~. ~~::~~.0g~~~ir~gsil~Jestcip • 2.50 Nomodilocauonnecessarv · lrame.BrandnewU.S. Gov't. issue 
46. Spring. seai . .. ....... l'gg ~;~~~~~ia~·0~~~~;,, !~~~ " . G- Nylon

0
construction-O . D . CCOOMMPL8~!,EHLACR-1NNEYSLSOANSSVEIEMTBNf!,M 47. Spring. trigger. . 1.50 Bmwn9MMHP s22so reen. $1 9.95 Packonly$69.95 .. , LI 

M14/M1A 
4
47A. Sspring, hammer. .. ..... 1.50 ~~~~~:::~~ m~ ORIG US AIR FORCE 1. Adjust Suspenders: Nylon . . $12.95 

with M8A1 49B. Stock . used good . . . . 17.95 COLT AR-15 & AR MAUTE 180 LA 14K Gold Plated Impact resistant 3. Plastic canteen & cover• ... . . . .. . S 8.50 
Scabbard ~c ~l~~kopei~f:s~rg;nem . 2~:~ CARRYING CASE LJ DLA 100-78-C-0634 MIL·S-25948 4. lntrenching Tool Carrier: Neoprene.$ 4.50 
Bladelength: S'/i'· 51 . Trigger .......... 5.00 Heavy-duty canvas fully padded, Complete wi th carryrng case ~· ~i~~~~;~-;i~dyio~ag. Pouches• ···· $$

1
39.9905 t

M -6 BAYONET 499.A Sttockk.used,excellent.walnut 1195.95 warthe< PPKSor PPK s22so S . . . S 2. First Aid Dressing Case• . . $ 3.00 
· oc . ··· ··· .oo 0 . ~ UNGLAS ES 

Fealures: Belt .... !!l!lll!ll!E!l!ll'l!l!!!l!!l•liiil full-length zipper, etc Brand New $24.95 2 for $44.95 · ' · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 
tt h · ~ $26 95 2 f 49 00 c •Each item can be ordered individually. 

53. Holster' Hl·p,New.G.I . . .. 19.95 a ac ment.sure-grip 52. Brush .30cal.bfassclean1·ng 5/2.00 . . or . . ar-151 co•·:rAR-15HUNTINGOUTFIT P h It LC 0 ti handle and tie-thongs. 5 $24.95. 2 for $45.00 1 s'cope mount w ith 1 " rings urc ase comp e e ·1 ut t and save 
530 Ho~tuf.;;~ulder M3 (newJ . .15.95 Sl-21 $20.95 5~ $0illienrg(".sanlidng~ohOilerldlet1orJlde1 i 1.l*J I DUMMY HAND GRENADES Heavy duty $14.95 2 Sco pe over $10.00 ..... only $42.80 

53C. Holster.Ji~ulder Ml, 1---..,.-----------< ~5~ ~· CT~~d · H~ W ITH MOVEABLE PARTS mount w ith 1 " rings and Bushnell ~ SMALL ARMS OF THE WORLD 
54 s;:;driver~~KAuto .• idioi 1~.~ BRAND NEW G.I. 56. · ch. magazirie' i5 rourid: · · S4.95-2 forS9.00.10forS40.00. 4X scope $54.95. 3 Same as Over700pageswithapprox. 2,ooo 
57. Mag. pooch set incl. 2 mags. AMMUNITION CANS holds rwo mags. Bell type 1.50 above w ith 3 x 9 varrable scope J'"'>-. descriptive phot9s. 11th revised hard 

& pouch canvas .... . 13.95 57. 30 Ad. Magazine Pouch. . . 4.95 r------------- - ------' $67 95. Install rn seconds No tools · bound edition. Regularly $29.95. 
64. Brass bore bfush .'. . . 2/2.00 ~soc r be (M2A1 I SB. Pouch, magazine. S round. m FN FAL .308 20Rd. MAG. required A must for every owner . 
65. Bristle bore brush M6 a 1 r cans holds four m3:l1s.. . . . . . . 1.50 1 _:::::_ ___ _!O~f~C~l!_:t A~R.:.!11!;'5:;__ ______ j------N::-o_w_ on_l;...y _s2_2_.9_5_+_S_3_.o_o_P_o_s_t._--j 

66. Tec~~~~f ~~~~I : . 21~58 f~;~~~~!fi~~I case ~. ~~n~r~;ro~ Gr~ M·lO . . 
5
.00 ~~fri1~:c:ELGIAN MFG. f- a o • 

Colt 45 Auto Accessories 

Ml Garand Accessories 

60. Brush. cleaning bf ass 
.30 cal. 5 for ....... 2.00 

61 . Oil and thong set. piastre . 3.00 
62. Oil and thong set. meta' ... 5.00 
63. Eight round clips, 3 lor .... 2.00 
66. ~~~%i~:So~·~o~1s~~chamiier 1.00 
69. 

· cleaning brush . . . 6:00 
70. Combination tool w/o 

chamber cleaning bfush . 3.00 
71 A. Blank !iring device. orig. G.I .. 9.95 
72. Bore cleaner G.I. 2 oz. cans. 

3 each .. 1.00 
74. Cleaning rod 5 piece 

w/ccmbo tool in handle. 
newtypeM·lO ..... . . 5.00 

75. Winter trigger assembly . 5.00 
77. Technical manual 4.00 
80. Ruptured cartridge extractor . 3.00 

Sas.co per case. 62 c1tnizc~~~s ;' .. . .. 1.oo $26.95 ea. GENUINE G.I. ARMY FLASHLIGHTS ~ BRAND N EW 
45 

AUTO 
. ~ml hea.;'d~~per. . 8.95 2 For $49.95 Comes with; belt clip, 3 lenses, extra SHOULDER H O LSTER 

fiS. Piston nut wrench 2.00 2 MAGS plus POUCH $54.95 bulb, O.D. color. & water light. $4.95. Orig. G.I. issue Sl9.95. 
~~s"~~e;f~~2NATOI 66. Folding stock commercial 69.95 t--- ---- ------------1 6 for $24.00 12 for $45.00. 2 for S35.95 
Special caseoller 67. Stripperclips ... . .... . 5/2.50 0 CANTEEN \.. SpecifyColorTanorBtack 
ol 16cans 69. Magaz1nedustcovers. rubber 5/1.00 CJ G.l.Orig. Plast ic. New$2.00 

~~:i8~~~~~~~. j~ ~:1~~~e H~ CANTEEN covERs 
74. Scopemount (withoutringsJ. 13.00 G .I. Orig. Nylon . New S6.50. 

Nole: Individual cans purchased 74A. Sccpe mount with 1" rings . 18.95 · Complete Set S7.95 
add $3.00 per unit for shipping 75. Technical manual . . . . . . . 5.00 t---- ----'------- ----
and handling. CASE LOTS lti. MlBoltDisassemblyTool .. Sll.50 USMC CAMOUFLAGE 
SHIPPED FREIGHT COLLECT. 77. Bayonet M4 & Scab. Wb. • UTILITY CAPS MIL-C-813E 

1--H- A_N_D_G_U_N_S_O_F_T_H_E_W_O __ RL-D~· ,_ __ N.;_ew_M_f_,_g._ . .;_ .. --·_·_· ---19:.c·9~5 ~ rype II. Specify XS. S. M . L. XL 

• 
Sherwood International 
18714 Parthenia Street/Dept. SOF·12 v1s1TouRNEW 

"' -~~ Northridge, California 91324 GUNSHOPtNCALIF. 

CALL TOLL FREE 1-800-423-5237/ CALIF. RES. CALL 213-349-7600 · 

• 
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ld 
HEARING $4.95. 2 for $9.00-3 for $12.00 

by dwar Ezell ••• PROTECTORS 1-------::._;,:=:..::..=..=..:=::.....=::'.!...:::..!!=~r.m 
7oooagesworh iooophoro· P101ecryouihcaring PRACTICE RIFLE GRENADE M31 

Hours: Mon.-Fri. 9-5/ Sat. 10-4 We accept any major credit card. Minimum order is $10.00 
plus $2.50 for postage and handling. In Calif. add 6% sales tax. No C .0 .D .'s. Prices subject 
to change without notice. 

graphs and line drawings with these advanced 11111 
make,, easy 10 pick t1u1 mo· noise suppressors. ,-----,..,......... Original G.I. Completely safe 
del numt:eis and match your They're comlortable, ----..-----0 and legal. NO POWDER! An 

HAVE CREDIT CARD HANDY WHEN ORDERING 
TO ORDER BY MAIL WRITE YOUR ORDER ON A SHEET OF PAPER, ENCLOSE A CHECK OR 
MONEY FOR THE AMOUNT OF PURCHASE AND MAIL TO SHERWOOD INTERNATIONAL 
18714 Parthenia Street/Dept. SOF-12/Northridge, CA 91324 

~:1~~~"1~~sa ~~~~1~~~~~~d~1 ci~ses~c P~~~ ~~~~~t1~~1c and ideal item fo r Miiitary collectors 
39 95: Our price 32.95 SAVE $7.00 $7.95 ea. 2 for 515_00 3 for St1.00 $9.95. 2 for $18.00 
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Well-heeled LMGs Stand 
On Their Own Two Feet 

by Peter G. Kokalis 

Johnson MI941 LMG (foreground), bipod just in front of forearm; Bren Mk I (center), 
bipod behind gas regula tor and at best compromise position; BAR (rear) with bipod out at 
muzzle (author's collection). Photo: Peter G. Kokalis 

B IPODS on semiautomatic assault ri­
fles provide convenient, stable firing 

platforms, but they are not entirely essen­
tial and thus the weight increase (com­
monly as much as 2 !12 pounds) is often not 
justified for military field use. Bipods are, 
however, mandatory components of any 
light-machine-gun system and their loca­
tion on the weapon involves several im­
portant trade-offs. 

All the projectiles in a burst of auto­
matic fire do not follow the same trajec­
tory. Ammunition variations, atmospher­
ic conditions, and vibrations of the gun 
and bipod, all combine to cause the path 
of flight of each projectile to differ from 
the others in that burst. This dispersion of 
trajectories in a single burst is called the 
"burst group" or "cone of fire." 

As this cone of fire strikes downrange, 

22 soumm OI' 110R'l'UNE 

an elliptical pattern forms: the "beaten 
zone." As the distance to the target in­
creases, the beaten zone usually becomes 
shorter and wider. 

Bipods on light machine guns have been 
placed anywhere from the muzzle all the 
way back to the forearm. In general, as 
the bipod is moved forward (toward the 
muzzle), the cone of fire, or burst group, 
will decrease in size. 

An excellent case in point is the BAR 
(Browning Automatic Rifle). The original 
M 1918 version was not fitted with a bi pod 
and proved impossible to control in the 
full-auto mode, irrespective of the various 
slings, sandbags and other devices that 
were used. Between 1920 and 1938 numer­
ous mounts, mostly bipods, were tested 
on the BAR. Eventually a two-pound 
bipod was adopted and mounted just to 

the rear of the flash cone on what was to 
become the Ml918A2 BAR. It is the same 
bipod location as that of the U.S . Ml909 
Benet-Mercie LMG. This location pro­
vides the maximum possible control over 
the weapon and produces the smallest 
possible burst groups. Using the fast cyclic 
rate, the BAR MI 9 l 8A2 will consistently 
place a full 20-round burst into a two-by­
three-inch square at 1,000 inches. This 
result is superior to that possible with 
many tripod-mounted, water-cooled me­
dium machine guns. Thus the BAR went 
from a weapon almost too inaccurate for 
effective full-auto fire to one that comes 
close to lacking a useful cone of fire at 
combat ranges of 200 to 600 meters. 

The fly in this ointment is most certain­
ly that as the bipod's location is moved 
ever closer to the muzzle, its lateral ma­
neuverability is sharply restricted. The arc 
of lateral movement is smallest with the 
bipod at the muzzle. Moving targets are 
more difficult to address quickly. Targets 
on the flanks cannot be engaged without 
lifting the weapon off the ground and 
repositioning it - an awkward movement 
from the prone position with weapon 
systems in the 20- to 25-pound range . 

At the other end of the spectrum , we 
have the innovative, but flawed, Johnson 
Ml941 light machine gun which had the 
bipod just in front of the forearm, 18 
inches back from the muzzle. While the 
ability to pivot the weapon laterally on its 
mount is enhanced, the 12\li-pound John­
son LMG flails wildly about, uncontrol­
lable and inaccurate, when fired in the 
full-auto mode. Small cones of fire at long 
range can be delivered by the Johnson 
Ml941 LMG only when it is fired semiau­
tomatically . 

The Germans, recognizing the dilem­
ma, thoughtfully provided two bipod po­
sitions on the MG 34/42 series of guns. 
The preferred location, at the muzzle end, 
yielded extremely small cones of fire when 
these high-cyclic-rate machine guns were 
fired in short bursts. The rear mount posi­
tion was actually designed for installation 
of the Dreifuess 34 lightweight antiaircraft 
tripod. However, when close-range flank­
ing targets were anticipated, the bipod 
could be moved to this rearward point. 

Practical chaps that they are, the Brit ish 
sought out the best compromise. The Bren 
gun's bipod is located to the rear of the 
gas regulator, where it serves double duty, 
as when occasionally rotated it scrapes 
and cleans the exterior of the gas cylinder. 

With its bipod located at this spot, nine 
inches from the muzzle, the Bren gun is 
capable of delivering both acceptable ac­
curacy and a useful distribution of fire at 
normal combat ranges for light machine 
guns. In addition, the arc of lateral move­
ment is more than adequate for flanking 
coverage and the engagement o f quickly 
moving frontal targets . As it did in so 
many other areas, the Bren gun, it would 
seem, offers the best of all possible bipod 
worlds. ".f~ 
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Nothi ng Beats a Dead Man's 
Hand like Five-of-a-Kind! 

Squadron Mail Order deals you a IS day 
FREE hand to check out Gunships, Armor fn 
Vietnam, Afr War Over Southeast Asia Vol.i, 
Gunslingers, and Air War Over Korea. 

A 
• 

For realism and the detailed information you need to have about the armed conflicts in 
Vietnam and Korea , squadron/signal books show you the aircraft and armor utilized in the 
brutal battles in the Far East. In fact , Squadron Mail Order would like for you to try any or ALL of 
these books for 15 days and see for yourself just how real they are. Please send payment or charge 
authorization with your order, and if. it is for TWO books or more, we will send you a FREE Squadron 
Mail Order Catalog with your books. 

In the event of a damaged book, a replacement copy will be gladly exchanged for the damaged 
copy at NO charge. If for any reason during the 15 days you are not completely satisfied, return our books (in original packing)· at 
our expense· and receive a complete refund. We want you to be absolutely delighted with our books and our service. Regardless, 
the Squadron Mail Order Catalog is yours to keep no matter what you decide. -

6033 Armor in Vietnam 
Jim Mesco deals with a weapons sys tem not o ften 
envisioned when the word Vietnam is mentioned. 
From th e French effort during the fir s t Indochina 
War lo the end of Am erican involvemen l. a multitude 
ol vehicles are covered. wi th an emphasis on th e 
lrue armored f1ght1ng vehi c les (AFVsJ used in the 
con fl1c t 19d pho tos. 4 maps. and 37 full -color pain­
tings. 80 pages Soft Cover . S8.95 

6035 Ai r War Over Korea 
The Korean War became the first bat tlefied in his­
tory for supersonic jet aircraft. Larry Davis depicts 
the tran si ti on of the U. S. Fi f th Ai r Force from con· 
ven tional WW II airc raft . inc luding F·51 Mus tangs , 
B·26 Invaders. B-29s. F·82s . C·54s . C-47s. and B· 17s. 

Here. Davis recounts the fi rst jet-agai nst-jet 
en gagemen ts in h is tory. when American F-80s. 
F-86s. and F-84s took on the vaunted MiG· 15s and 
emerged victorious by a ten-to-one ratio. 102 color 
paintings. 45 color photos . 256 B&W photos , and 
two detailed maps . 96 pages. Soft Cover . . . SB.95 

6032 Gunships, A Pictorial History of Spooky 
The Gunship was the most successful airc raft used 
for tac tica l interdiction, the stopping or ham perihg 
o f enemy personnel or supplies. From the AC/FC-47 
to the Lockheed AC·130 spect re. all variant s of the 
Gunships used in Vietnam are covered in thi s book. 
The Gunships are covered with 163 phot os. 15 draw· 
ings. 2 maps. and 15 fu ll co lo r pa inting s. 64 pages. 
Soft Cover . . SB.95 

,..,.. 
squadron/signal publications 

..-.. 

6034 Air War Over Southeast Asia Vol. 
This is the fi rst of th ree volumes offering a pic torial 
history of the air war during the Sixties and Seven­
ties . The peop le. the tac t ics . and the technology o f 
the Vietnam War are emphasized. This book pro­
mises to be one of the most comp le te pictorial 
reco rds of Vietnam ever published. 212 photos. 9 
color photos , and 18 full -co lor paintings. 80 pages . 
Soft Cover . . ... .... $8.95 

1014 Gunslingers In Action 
The story o f the modern day gunflghter· Helicopter 
gunships in Vietnam, 50 pages. 99 photos. 10 draw· 
1ngs, 9 color photos and paintings. Sof t Cover . $4 .95 

-----ORDERBLANK---PTeaseAttachtoYo7irl..TStofBo;;i.;5-------, 

DECEMBER/82 

Please lasten lh•s order blank 10 a separa le sheet of paper on which you have listed the N umber and Tille o f each book you are 
ordering. tnc Ouan111y o f each lhat you want and 1he Price n f each Fill 1h1s Order Blank ou1 CO MPL ETELY 

0 I am o rd erin g TWO (or more) books . Please send m y FREE 
Squadron Mail Order Catalog . NAME---------------- -

Tota l tam o rd ering 
Plu s S2.00 Shipping and Handling (TeJ1;aS 
Res idents: Add 5% Sales Ta x. Please) 

Tatel Amount Enclosed or Cherged 

0 Cha1ge my 
D Vi sa 0 Maslercharge 
O Amer. Express Interbank " - - ---

CITY------STATE---ZIP----

SIGNATURE --------------­
(Fo1 your prorec t1on sign before malling Thank you 1 

Please Mait To: > 
Account , Squadron Mail Order, Dept 12A 

1115 Crow ley Drive 
E•oi<aHon Date Carrol lton, Texas 75006 I 

!---------------------------------------~ 
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NEW TITLES FROM THE ACTION LIBRARY: 

PALADIN PRESS 

LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY 
by Dr. Bruce Clayton 

Who wil l survive the nuclear war that 
many experts predict 1s c.oming? Life After 
Doomsdlly tells you how to survive through 
such a nuclear nigh tmare. It is an exhaustive 
invest igation or the smn cgics needed rn sur· 
vive an :nom1c W3r, and of the problems that 
will face those who do live through it. Suggests 
a stcp-by·stcp procedure for crea t ing mdn•id· 
ual su rvival pl:ins, 1nclud1ng prcv1ously uncol· 
lcctcd information about shelters, food stor· 
age, home mcd1ca\ t echniques, and t he pS)'­

chology of survival. The difficult problem of 
shelte r defense 1s a lso closely exam med. Tells 
)'OU th~ prune nuclea r ta rget areas m the U.S., 
as well as those areas least likely to be at ­
tacked. Or. Clayton offe rs a pract ical discus· 
sion of both the short- and long-te rm effects of 
nuclear weapons' use, and ensuing medical 
consequences. Explains how to measure fo ll­
out radiation, and build an expedient fo llout 
shelter on shon notice. 

O ne of the most comprehensive and up-tO· 
date works ever compiled on modern survival­
ism, Life After Doomsday is also an excelle rH 
refe rence on surviving through any major dis­
aster. An invaluable addition to your survival 
library Includes dozens of useful charts, dr:n ... ' · 
ings, and photos. 811! x 11, hardcover, ill us., 
200 PP 
ISBN 0·87364-175·2 $19.9S 

FLEXIBLE WEAPONS 
by John Sanchet 

From the author of Slash 11ndThrusr comes 
the dcf1111t1vc study on flexible weapons, com­
plete with cons truction details and trainmg 
me thods. Revealing ::i un ique dimension to 
self-defense, Sa nchcz examines the advantages 
to fight in~ with fh:xiblc weapons. Chain maces, 
mann k1kus:in, stee l whips, meteor balls, and 
rope kni vC!>- a ll arc treated individual ly and 
in tensivcl)'. T heir letha l potc n11 al is for re11Jt 

And rea li sm- physical and menta l- is the 
bottom line 111 this book. The au thor offe r!> 
progra ms for solo and partne r t rainrng; the sec­
tion on sparnng techniques includes des igns 
fo r mock weapons and protec11ve gea r. Linc 
draw111gs 11lustratl· assorted weapons, stnkcs, 
carries, enga~emcnt a1111udcs, and anatomical 
targets. nlockrng,grippmg, lockin~ ropmg,and 
t hrustrng arc also discussed rn spec1f1c de1a1I. 
Sanchez's lll'W manua l 1s a companion pu:cl· to 
the popular :~fosh and Thrus r; at the same t ime 
Flexih/c Weopons s1ands a lone as a very spe­
c ial self·ddcnsc: book. 51/l x 8 11.!, softcovcr, 
illus., 80 pp. 
ISBN 0 ·87364-2 19·8 58.00 
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HO W TO MAKE YOUR O W N 
PRO FESSIONAL LOCK TOOLS 
by Eddie the Wire 

Oun't be lnckcd out hv th1: hi,gh pnCl')> of 
profc)>)>Hlll:l l lucbm 11h)>! L1:arn 111 mah your 
own 'cl of prufl.')>IUfl:JI lock rnol' from thl)> 
linl·l· vnluml· 'cl , :ind nn huild111)!:')> door will 
clcn\· vnt1rL·ntrv 

Now fahiil· the W1rl·, :iuthnr of Ct1111f'lt'ft' 

(:uuk 111 Lrn-k l 11ck111s .. hnnj?)> \ ' OU cumplctl· 
dircct1t1n)> for m.1k111i.: lock wnl)> hL'ttcr tlun 
'turc-h11u.1tht tool' for lc)>:t n11u11:'·- M;itcn.iJ, 
:Hl· .1v:11l;ihlc from hard,\·:m: ~turc)>-at drn ­
chc:ip pnel·, - :rnd :irL· rc:1d1h' mack l!Hn prn­
(c"wn.1\ wnl' ,,•11h .1 mrn1mum nf ,hop 
l·i..iu1pml·111 Jnd 'kill. Dc1:11kd drnw111_it)> .111J 
dirL·Ct111n' will plll vuu on the llhldl' of 
:Jll\'Whl·rl'. 

CuVL'r)> car-opcn1n.1t tool)>, lock pick)>, llllJHl' )>· 
)>Jt1n 111~ t1wh, tl0 1l )>l11n wrL·nchL"~. )>J mul:i tor~ . 
tool' for tuhu l:H loch, and more. 3i 1:! x l·Pt!, 
)> 11ftcove r, 7-1 dr;\W\11 }.()>, l 23i pp. N.O. 

MANTRAPPING 
by Ragna r Betuon 

The s et SIS.OD 

Mtrnrmppin~ 1s the first book ever puh· 
h shcd to cxpl:11 n how to capture that mo!!t 
dangerous a111mal: nwn. Ragnar Bcn!lon, well 
known as the author of Survival Po11d11n.I!... has 
based this gut -wrenching book on his own PL'r· 
sonal mantrapprng experiences while on !ipe· 
c1al a!!Sl,1:tnments in Asia, Africa, Nonh and 
outh America, and Cuba. You have to sec t h1i. 

one to believe 1t! Reveals over a dozen d1Hercnt 
t rars specif1callr designed to catch and kill 
humans. Ill ustra ted wuh detailed line dra w­
rngs covcnnjt such mamraps as the Malaysian 
Hawk, the Andes Moun tain Trail T rap, the 
Shccpca tcr'lt Rock Fall, anJ the Cuban Water 
Tr:1p. Surv1v:1 \i s1s can use these sytcms to help 
protect their retreats. As Benson s:iys: .. To 
know how tO trap your enemy is to k now how 
to avoid being t rapped yourse lf." Each trap 1s 
constructed wuh pnmitivc materia ls and tools. 
Includes a special chapter on the philosoph)' of 
mantrapprn}.(. 7 x 811.!, softcover, IS chapters, 
illus., 88 pp. 
ISBN 0·87364·2 15·5 SI0.00 

HOT CARS! 
An Inside Look at the 
Auto Theft Ind ustry 
by M arcus Wa.)'ne Ratledge 

Hot Cur . .;l g1VL'lt an 1ns1dc look into the minds 
and methods of prufrss1on;1J car thieve~. 
Author M:ircm Wayne Ratlcdgl' reveal)> the 
trick!! of the mul n mil hon-dollar industr\· he 
know)> ~n wcll- c;1r thdt. 

An ex·c:1r d11cf, R:1tlcd.1tc tell :-; pm«He huyl·r:-., 
dealer)>, ini.u r:111cc cl:11m!'t ad1us1cr)>, and law 
office r)> wha t the liucvl·:. know- and don't 
k nuw- :1hout lcsdt1m1z111,g fake paper~ and Sl0 r· 
1al nu mhcrs on srn lcn c:i rs, t ruck)>, motor· 
cycles, ho:us, 1 r:11 lcr~, and even a1 rpb no . 

Photo)> ~hnw \vhat to look for to dctl'CI 
whet her or not :1 Vl0 h1clc\ sen;.d numhcr h:i)> 
hecn altered. A cumprehcn!.1vc chcckli)>t de­
tail)> wh:ll que,ucm' w :l)>k a ,cllcr w hl' ~urc 
hc'!ii lc,gu Chap1l·r rnlc)> include: D1)>pcllrn,g thl· 
Myth)>, Ho1 C:ir Fnr \ale. Pri vate Purcha)>er)>, 
lkwarL•!; Auto Cun VL·r, 11111; !-ttL·a I-St n p-Purch.J)>C· 
R"·pa1r; l'rutcct111.1t Dl·:1lcr,h1p Vl•htclcs; ln~u· 
ranee A,gi:nt)>- A L1nl· of Deft: me; a ml A1q1l:1nc 
Convcr,11111. 

Don't he left hold111.1t thL· loan pa\"flll'IH honk 
fo r an autu 1h:1t ha)> hcen cunf1)>c;1tL·d hv pn\1ec. 
Read Hor C11r''· 511! x X*h, M1hcovcr, pht11n)>, 
136 pp. 
ISBN O·H736~·220· I $S.9S 

LIVE O FF THE LAND 
JN THE CITY AND COU NTRY 
by Ragnar Benson 

Not Ill St nnnthi: r "e:11 roots :111d be mes" hook~ 
Ra;:nar lkn:-nn, f;11m·d M1rv1v:d writn and bc)>t­
)>cl lin,g l'al:idrn au thor, loob h:ick :11 h1)> cxpL·­
ni:ncc' wh1k li v111}.( off thl· l:ind- t:vl·n 111 the 
c11y- for d1"· p:l)>I fonv ve:ir)>. He rcvc;ll)> ;1 

tornlh- prncuc:il 'urv1v;il prn}.(rnm unhkl· .111v 
other. !kn,on bcl1cvc, that wild, fri:)>h ,g:im"· I' 
thl· l\C)>I ,ourcc uf nutn1111n 111 :1 do-11r·d1c !>Ill!· 
;111011 He tclJ, vm1how111 find H, c,·en 111 urhan 
hJh1tat' 

lknMIJl\ .111- nl· w hnuk Cll\'l0 r!> ho\\· 111 nuke 
vnur own c:u.:hl· tuhl·)> .rnd which )>upphl·' 111 

'ttHc awa,· 111 !hl·m He .1b11 )tl\'L')> h:1mh·nn 
advn:l· :ihnu t 'urvw:il mcd1c1ne, f1fl·;1rm)>, 
rcl11.1drn}.(, ful·l .. wra}.(c, d1l·)>cl j!Cncr.uor,, Tl'· 
trl·atin}.(, etc . Od1L·r 1.:1nnprehcn!'1Vt:, phmo· 
ilh1)>t r:1t l"d chaptl'r)> l"Xpla1n how w r;ll)>l. ltve­
)>10Ck and Vc}.(i.: ta hk)>/ }.(r:u n)> thl· sm;1 n w;1y. A 
j!nlcl m1 m· cif 11;11 1vl· ArnL·ri c 1n lore :1hou t curi n}.( 
h1di:)>, pre)>l0 r\' ltlA llll'ab ;.rnd ve~l't;1 hlc:-. . fnr::i}.(-
111}.(, and t r;1pp111}.( thl· Ind ia n w;l \'. lknson l'Vell 
pro\'1<k ' plan' for hu ildrn~ \'t1Ur nwn A·frame 
c.ihrn, llM like h1)>, from loc:li umhi:r Ill 

nni: 'Ullltnl' r- 3,000 )>qu:ire ket of hvin}.( ~pace 
fnr under S 10,000 

Th!)> complete j!tlldc tu 'urVl\' lll}.( Ill ~tdc I!!, 
nf cour,i:, wnttL·n Ill lkn)>ofl')> li ve\\·, duwn· 
home n1.111m·r \urv1val1 !ib , rctrL·:11cr)>, hack 
packer,, .111d .rnynnc lonk111g for ;1 mnri: )>l·lf. 
,uffu:1cnt hft:,t \'k .. t11iuld dd11111dv have 1h1' 
um· 111 their hhranc)>! 5 11! x ~111, hardcover, cwL·r 

NINJ A DEATH TOUCH 
by A shida Kim 

A furd1L·r ex ploration into the hl:Kk :ind 
ternfnng world of the Nin1:i, hiswrr 's moi,t 
dt:ibolic:d :1)>)>:1ss1n)>. Certa in Ninntsu Ryu 
)>pccwlized 111 thc Death Touch, wh ich was the 
ul11 matc perversion of 1he bend1c1:1 I Chinese 
an of accupuncturl·. 

N 111w Det1!11 Touch reveals the pnnc1plcs of 
th1:-. unholv !!CICnCL', which can induc"· death 
wuh the w:ivc of a hand! 

Th13 J1ttk-d 1i.cu~~cd rc:ilm of mania) knm\•I· 
edge I' d1 \•1dcd into three basic area!!'. Dim 
Ch111.~ \Nerve 1'01nt Srstcml; IJ1111 H...:ueh I Blood 
Gate ~)'!Item!; and the k~endarr Du n /\lak !Chi 
Flow Sn·tl'lll l. T h rtH1.1th 1nte rrupt1 on and 
m:1111pulatmn uf th"· bod)_.!! ncrvou!I S)'!itCm, 
c1rcul :1torv ~y~tcm, and Chi flow, respccuvrly, 
thl'!-C tiHL'l0 Oc:ith Touch s1vks 3re c:ipablc of 
ti: rm111a t111,gc111}1 hum;1n lifl'. Studied a Joni.: with 
thl'Sl· tl"1.:h 111 i..i ues arc tltl· Laws of the Death 
Touch. T he)>e 111clude :ircanl· sec rets hnk i n~ 
hum:111 ph)1)>ioloj!)' wi th the Five Ekments, Y111 
:111d Ya n}.(, Chi Flow, or~:i n !i}'mpa th1e3, thl· 
ML·nchan)>, v 11 :1I points, ;1nd much more. 

A )>Jll'C1:1\ chapte r on Dim Mak apphc:iuon 
:ind the 'J1l·c1f1c 1::irgctt1ng oft he v11:1 I or_ita ns t i. 
:11,o pruvukcl Learn 1he 1-hrn Chu1111 jHe:in 
l'unch l. \ht•11 Chu1111 !K1dnev Punch!, Ktm 
C ·111w 11 1L1vcr Punch!. and dozcm of other 
hlomllc" 33•.,.1"111:111011 plov)>. SI/! x ~W!, !!Oft­
cuwr, :;o photo,, 110 pp 
l~llN 0-8736• 2;1.0 $10.00 
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100 phnw ... 163 pp. 
ISllN O-K736•·200-7 516.95 COMBAT SURVIVAL 

SURVIVAL POACHING 
by Ragna r Benson 

G ive!> prac t1c:il infn rmation on collec1in,g 
\ar):c nr !> mall numbers of wild .1ta ml' under vir· 
tuall" an)' circu mstance)>. The method!' and 
t r:1p)> dc)>cnhL·d hr Aen:-.nn arc known nnl" to 
onL· lnd1:111 tnhl· :ind .1 few nld-llml· r~ . lkn)>on')> 
uncle and 1c:1chcr \\':IS a mcmbL·r of thJ)> trthl', 
lkn)>nn 1:- an nld-t1 mL'r now with forty vca r)> ol 
po.1cl11n.1t cxpi:ncnci: hL·h111d h11n. Hl· tclb vou 
how to j!l0 I a dcl'r an)" 111nc you F;O hunun~ for 
om·; how 10 l1Vl' off the land, whe1her1n 1hc Cit\· 
or country; }.(tve :-. pl:1n:-. for dozl·ns of 111,gc:nmm, 
effective tr:lp!i, !'narcs, and dcadfalls; also plan!! 
for pc rm:111cn1 concealed 1r:1ps for small i.:ame 
and fis h, IL'S!!Ons on woodcr:ih and scout1n.1t; 
cov::rs equ1pmcn1, firL·a rm sclcctmn, ammo 
i.:hmcc:., and more . .i i/! x Xtr.. ha rdcover, 1llu)>., 
250 pp. 
ISBN 0-8736·1 I K3·3 $14.95 

Nevu before available lO the public. An 
ext remely usefu l, comprehensive tra ming man­
ua l on physical and combat surviva l, tactics, 
:ind techniques. Our inside sources believe 
tha t this is the same manual used to inst ruct 
Great llri tain's c lu e Spec ia l Air Service !SAS). 
These specia lists Ill secret warfa re were re­
sponsible for the daring t 980 hostage rescue 

. operat ion at the Iranian cmbasS)' in London. 
Comhm Survival ill ust rates combat and sur-

. viva l 1raining and 1ac t ica l met hods useful in 
similar ops, as well as general survival condi­
tions. Also co111a1ns ra re info on evading and 
s1 Jenc1ng guard dogs, sabotage and intelligence 
gathering, n:iv1gaung under survival condi­
tions, :ind much more. Includes over 100 
de t:i ilecl 

0

linc drawrngs and va luable charts. 
Chapter tttlcs mcludc: Evasion; Survival Nav1-
~a11on; lmprov1sa11on and Escape Ka; Con1act· 
Ill& Agents; Dog Evasion; Wild Foods; Animal 
Trnps and Sn:ircs; Fishing; Wai er Surviva l Sti ll; 

he lte r; Prin111 ive Medicine; and four more. 8 1/1 
x 11, sof1covc r, il lus., 156 pp. 
ISBN 0-87364-2 12·00 $14.95 

. SP ECIAL FO RCES 

RECONNAISSANC E HANDBOOK 

Succcs~ful reconnaissance depends on 1hc 
mot iv:ttton and tr:11nm~ of the rccon tc:im. 
T hi!! nL'\\' Po1lad111 reprint details proven U.S. 
Army rcconn:11s!lancc techniques, and patrol­
lmg ml·thod)> chat help bring your men back 
alive from the bush- whe re anychrng can 
h.1ppcn Scouunj.t tacucs. rnscmon :ind com· 
mun1c:1tion techniques, team organ1zat1on, 
compO!illlon, equipment, and patrol planning 
arc con·red 111 depth. Special attention 1s 
devoted to :itr rnf1ltr.111on and exf1 h rat ion, 
tracking, and U)>l0 of human senses to obta111 
comb:it 1ntclh,gence. A must for the beginner. 
A rdre!>hc:r for the old-t1 ml.'r. SIA. x 11, soh­
covcr. chart~. 122 pp. $12..00 
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by Ca.pr. Timorhy Mullin 
An l'ncvclopl'd1c, cullecwr:. volumt' on thl' 

com hat apphca11011 of f1rc:mn~. wnucn for law 
off1 tt'rll and leg:tlly·arml'd c1ti:1:ns hy an l'X· 
sheriff and practic111g :morm·\'. The au1hnr rno· 
v1d1::. complctt' h1:.1onc:1\, tacucal. :ind lq.:al 
cc>vl'ragt· for all comb:t1 firearms, and l'!ipl'c1:11l)· 
their use h\' polict·. Shmgun~. rifks, :ind hand­
guns are )tudted t'Xtensn•elv, 3) arc llpl'C1al pur· 
pOllt' weaponll, such a:i :.ubmachme ,gum :md 
s1knced countersn1pt·r nflell. The author Ill par· 
ucularl)' wdl qualified to wme on this 11>p1c: he 
presend)· 111struc1!> polict: forcl's on comh:11 pis­
tole raft, and providt:s lq~:il :1dv1ce on the use of 
deadly force S1x1v photO:-. accompany tht• tt'Xt, 
which also analyzes ttH: ml'ntll of varwus :1cces· 
som·s, like gnps. s1ghb, holster:., :tnd body 
armor. Ch:tptl'r mies 111dude: Handj!un Sclec­
uon, Revolver \ 'S. Sclf-lnader, Bullc1 Strk:i, Car· 
rie!i, Stanct'S, Burst F1rtn,1t, 1ght Shooun,g, lt:~al 
Consulcr:J1io1b, R:1ngi: Conl!truction, and 21 
more. 8!1: x 11 , hardcover, phows. 250 pp. 
ISBN 0 -87 36-l· I BS·X $24.95 

SLASH AND THRUST 
by John Sanchei 

Knife figh ting, a nd books about this 
dead ly an, have CnJO)'Cd a great resu rgence m 
popularil )' late!)'. However, until Shish And 
Thrusr . no book ever presented a compk1e, 
rot:tlly pr:tctical knife f1Jl,hte r·s rra1mn>: pro· 
gram Thai 1s exacdy what this book docs­
tells the novice knife fighter how to tram him· 
self to become an Cxpt:n! The author al so 
presents man y l1ttlc known, more sophis ti­
cated techrnqucs, mak111g this the ideal sclcc-
11on for novice and cxpen alike. Covers 
choosrng the mama I knife: test cutt111g; carn'-
10~ mcthods; complctc 1ra1n1ng progr:im; guard 
and g,np posiuons; slashing and thrusting; 
human 1argct areas quick kill smkcs; foot­
work, deccpuvc movcmcn1s; and much more. 
Gives plans for making )'Our own kn1fr shoul· 
dcr nj!S, s:ivrng \ 'OU :it leas t S20! Also tells how 
to use and throw exotic edged weapons, such as 
1hc hurikcn, Shaken, lnsh Dart, Chakram, 
Ch111cse Cloth Dart, :rnd Hand Quarrels. ill us­
trated with manv lint: drawings. 51/? x 81/i, soft· 
covi:r, illus., 72 pp. 
ISBN 0 -87364· I 88·4 S8.00 

by Osccir Diaz·Cobo 

VHl.IH' K..th 1:- b.1 ... i:d 11 11 thl' pnnc1pk th.it :1 
proper]\' 1r:11nt·d man 1 ... a l1v111,1.: wc:ipnn.'' 
~o 'a\'!-> Q,c.1r D1:1: -Cuh11 111 Ht1re K.1/k h1' 

btl''I bunk 1111 h.ind-to h.111J comhat Ht· 11:1, 
drawn from .1 v.irJt'l\' n( m.1r11.1l .1rr-., :h wl'll :1, 

h1:-. U \ . M.1r1nt· tr.11nrn,1.:. 111 comp1k 1h1 .. colln:-
11on of ck.1dl\' f1,e.ht111>' technique ... l'k:IH' 110lt' 
that th1, i' nnt lll't anotht·r p:1mphkt of old·h.11 
k.ira tt' mnvt·, II 1, .1 dvnan11L 1r.11n1n~ cour .. t· 
on hnw in 't;J\ :il1 ve h' u11h: 111>' \'our nrnrual 
'ktlJ, 111 tht· llHl!>I dfu:1t·nt .rnd ruthk" m:1nner 
pn ..... ible. Ovt·r 100 .ernph1c phurn .. ,hll\\' \'oU 
h.irt• kill mt•thod!> di ... 1hl111~ him\'' and 1.: hokc,, 
'entn rt·nrnv .. il tt·1.:h111qut:..,, .111d \\'t·.1111111 .. k11t ... 
c;t·pa r:ll t' t:h.1 ptt:r'- prnv1di: -.t\.'p-hv·:.tt·p 1ns1 rut: · 
lltlll!'I 0 11 p...vcholo~IC:ll anJ rh\',IC:d pt•:ik 
coml111on111~. 

Lt'l tht· t:nt:nn- !-t:J.rt dtl' f1.1!:ht kt tht· 111.111 
1ra1nt•d 111 h:1rt·h.1ndt·d t:11mh.u 11111 .. h 1t Bu \' 
H111o:Ki//,,u,,,,,:; x8 1 ~, ,ciftcn\'t.'r 1llu, , 160pp 
"HN 0 P J6-l l >J·~ S 10.00 

DECEMBER/82 

THE REVENGE ~OOK 
by Bob Smith 

Over the phone Imes and through the 
mad~. rn the hands of messen~e rs ~md on the 
b:1cks of \"ermm, The R.even1{e Honk tells you 
how to stnkc.· ou t :inonymousi}' at 1hnst· vexing 
rnd1v1duals who make Ide miserable. Rcvcn~e 
artist Bob Sm 1th pa1nl!'I a shadowy panorama of 
ven~t·:ince 1hat 1s ~uarnntec.·d tn 1nsp1rl' w1ck· 
cdl)' dt·v1ous gnns on the faces of ,i:.ood guys 
everywht•rt:. Enra,e:t· your 1argt:C

0

!i spouse. Shock 
his neighbors and busrni:ss :1ssoc1:1tcs w11h 
sonltd 1alell of dchauchi:ry. Turn the world 
a,ga imt him. In shon , reduce him to :1 qu1vcrmg 
m:J.S!I of paranoid 1dlo w11h wh:H 1!'1 pt:rhaps 
the mos1 sophisucatt:d and wdl·wm1i:n of :ill 
the rcvcn~t· books. II took a m:istt:rmmd Ith 
Smith 10 brew up 1h1s devilish concocuon of 
irickery, which Wt' understandably offrr for 
enterwmmenr purpo.,e!I only' SI/:! x R1h, l!Oft· 
covt· r. canouns, 90 pr. 
ISBN 0 -87364-210·4 

THE CONSTRUCTION OF 
SECRET HIDING PLACES 
by Charles Robinson 

Need a secret rlacc to stash your cash, 
gold, ~uns, and o r he r good 1<:s: W11 h d1t: help of 
!his in·dt:pth cons!rucuon guide, }'OU can build 
your own secrc1 h1drng places; whether you 
net:d one big enough for :1 few gold p1t:ct:s, o r for 
your whok famdr. this book shows )'OU how. 
Dozens o( diagrams cxpla111 cons1ruc11on of 
dummy plumbin~, fa lse ductwork, scc re1 
roo ms, sash and tahll' le~ s tashes, and many 
moa·! Slh x Slh, softcover, illus., 63 pp. $4.95 

THE DEADLY ROUTINE 
by Jack Morris 

E\'l'T\" d;I\' h·l'" on p:icrul. JI.I\\' t·nforci:mc1n 
uff1ct.• r l:i\'ll h1.., Jift. un till' lmt·. 1:. .. u111,1.: a ~um· 

nmn!- on a rnut1nt' traffic .. mp, an!>wt:nn~ :i 
dnmt'!>t 1c complamt. or rt'!!pondrng to a rt·pnrt 
of a bur~l:1n· 111 prn~rt''!'I, ht·\ .1 1:.1r~t'l for !-.!lip· 
l'r:., dt·:.pl'fJdnt::., .111d mu:.. Onl\' :1 w.uchful. 
all'ft :1ppro:1ch to 1ht·:-e 't't"mrn~I\' ''rnuunt·~ 
.. nu:111on .. c.1n pft"Vt'nt h1' nl'edk:.!- wound111~ 
orck:uh. 

In Tia· lkmllv I<ourinc. Mom!> l.L:.t'!I 1ht• 
work hook .1ppruach 10 !-11.lp 't'l111lr off 11.:t:r .... 1111n 

rt·al 1 z 1 n~ tht· vt·n· rt::il dan).:t:r!> nf m11b1k p:1.1rnl· 
1111,1!. True .iccoum:. of !>llU:Jt1on~ 111 which 
nffict·r, Wl're killed 11r woundt·d ha ve hi:en 
recon:.trut:tt·d fmm t:\'t:wune:_..!- rl'pnrt!- and 
court t ranscnp1s.The po!->1t1on of thr pol1cl' and 
c rin11n:1Js, t ime sequl' nct:, 1nten1 of tht· suspl'Cl, 
and kvcl of off1cl'r 1r:11111ng ha!> bt•t•n 11H~lmkd 
Follow·up qut'StHlll!> ~lVl' rt•:tdt·r, an 1tk:i of 
whether rhe\' would have t·ndt:d up nn tht· ... !:th. 
Thi:. 1 .. 1nm,l!Ulll,it, f:bl ·pact.·d rt·ad111,1t. 

In th1:. pr:1c11c:1l ~u1dt: for hon 111g off1t:t:r!'I' 
1ud,l!mt·nt, Morn!- adv 1 ~t:.., nfficl'r:. w ri:,pond 1n 
patr!> hut nnt !-.lllH1lt:1nt·m1:.h', :t'!>t'S!> th~· t:ap:1· 
hilit1l'' nf a .38 c:ilibt·r \\'eapun, trt':ll all 'WJl!> 
w11h :11111c1pa11on, :111d pick 1ht: 11mt· and pl:tct· 
fu r co11fnmt:11u111. 

ldl':tllv !'!Ulll'd w hU1h da!-Sroom :ind homt' 
:.tuck, The Dt•ocllv l~o11t1111• can ht· a hfr s:l\'c r. 
8 1/~ x 11 , ,oficnvl'f, illm., 208 pp. 
ISll 0 -H7 36-l·H I ·-l $14.95 

D.E.A. NARCOTICS 
INVESTIGATOR'S MANUAL 

An t:x:ict rcpnn t of tht· s:tmt· manual used 
by tht· Dru~ Enforccmt.•nt Adm1111s1ra1 ion to 
train 1ts narcotics 1 n vcstt~a1<1rs. Law officer!. 
:ind a1 tornl'\'S parucularlv can brndtt from the 
\\'Calt h of tt·chn1cal rnformat1on found 111 1h1!'! 
book, :ind nowhere dse. This t:xtrcmcly h.1rd· 
10-frnd voluml' de1a1 ls t•ve r}· poss1hle :lll,i!lc 
rnvolvccl w11h drug law enfornmi:nc. W11hm 
1cs 300 pagt.·s }'ou'll learn ;ill abou! : in1erv1ews 
and 1 n1 i: rro~a1 ions; case pri:p:1.rat 1011; tt:SI 1fr1 n~ 
111 court ; 111form:1111)o; survt:illancl' operat rnn!'!; 
undt:rcuver operaoons; entrapmi:nt; pt·m·tr:t· 
non tcchmqUt:ll; search opi:ra11on!'!; raid~; clan· 
dt·su ne labora1oriell; raid and sun •t·illance 
equ1pmt:n1, and much, much more. T he scc-
11ons on ust· nf rnformant)o, :rnd prep:1ra11on for 
cou rt tes11monr art: l'!IJ'ICC1all\' l'nligh tt.·n111g, 
m:1k111g the D.E.A Narco11c., /11ve.;11,\!,11ton 

M111w1il a wonhy add111on 1oan)' pnl1ct· or k,e.al 
hbrar\' NV! x 11 , l!Oftcnvt:r m rm.I!: htnder, chart!-, 
JOO pp. 
ISBN 0 ·87364-lJS·X $50.00 

Young W eT"''Otf m e mbcn aTe instruc1ed in t h e fine :art of u t ing rhe Pan:erl'auu, a deadly thTowaway 
a nti1ank weapon 1ha1 t h e.- Na:ili m an-produced a t the end o f WWlt. N o1e 1hc (ive 11ripe1 o n the SS 
in11ruc1or'1 right 1houlder . Thc.-y a re clolie·qu a rte r rank dcllTuctio n a ward1, i.e. 1hi1 man pertonally de:t­
ITOycd live 1ank1! 

HOME WORKSHOP GUNS FOR 
DEFENSE AND RESISTANCE 
VOL. I, THE SUBMACHINE GUN 
by Bill Holmes 

Ftrst ma sene~ of nontechnically wrutt· n 
books tha1 will enable the average man to eas· 
ii )' fabncatc his own submachrnc gun wtth a 
mm1mum of tools, equipment and 111a1en:1ls, 
t hrough buddrng tht: receiver, breech block, 
harrt:I , m~ger assembly, Mock and pistol grip, 
s ights and ma~azmt:. Heat treatment and f1n-
1shing an:: alsocovt·rt·d. This v11al knowledge is 
:1 must for C\'l'ry cnnccrnt.•d c111zen. SY? x Sit.!, 
softcnver, phorns, machmt.• drawings, I JJ pp. 
ISBN 0-87364·085·3 SI0.00 

The Secr e ts of Stree tfighting 
by OT. Ted GamboTtlclla 

Wh.11 111;1kt·, lhl· common 1hu~ J ht'ttl'r 
f1,d11cr than \uu: Ht• .. 1111 hlAAl'f or !'>lmn~t:r 
And \ ' 011 1.: .111 ht· 1u .. 1 ;i, rnt::in :1:. ht· 1 .. -
t'"Pt:1.:1.llh 1f \·our lifr 1' till tht· lrnt·. 

Thl' d1ffnt:TH.'.t' t:. tha1 ht• knnW!-. thl' !'lt'l:ft'l' of 
.. trl't'tf1~ht111~ In F1,l!,/11 fur Your L1ie1• Dr. Tnl 
C.11nh11rdell:1 'ho\\'" vou tht· .. e 't't:rt't!- .1nd 111 -

.. truet .. \ ' Ill! on ho,,· l o U'l' 1ht•m w11h k1h:il 
dfrcuvem· ..... Tht:!-t' :Henn non:-t·n:.t·. pr.1c1it:.il 
'1r:11q~1l'' 1h:1t :1rt· dt· .. 1gnt·d 111 ht·:u :. trt•t•tw1 .. t· 
punk:. .11 tht·1r own lk:ulh ~.1ml' N11 flo\\'t'T\' 
k.1t :1 ' .1rt· 1t1l'lmkd Onl\ h.mlhllt1 11~ k1t:k,, 
tnt:k,, hln\\',, :i nd throw ... dt·, 1~nt·d 111111c.:;1p:11.:1 
l:llt' :111 nppum·nt bdort: he l'\' \.'11 h.h .1 c:h.tnt:t" to 
rl':lt:I. Ch.1ptt·r rnlt·' 111cludl': F1~ht1n~ Tt.·ch· 
111qun, l: .. t:.lpt· .. :1.nd Cou111er' . Clu:.t: F1,1!h11n~. 

K111fr :ind Cl uh Ddt' ll't''• Ddt'll"t'' fnr Wnmt•n. 
:ind Muh1pk Au:1t:k... 

If nm \'t: t'\'t•r ht•t•11 111 a rt·.il '' rt't:tf1gh1. \'t1U'll 
.1pprt·t:1.Hl' till' \·;1lt1t' n( 1h1 .. nt'\\ tlllt• hv tht• 
.111d10r uf"rlil' C '011111lt•11· H1111k 111 K11rruc \\11•1111 

nth Onkr nnl' 1mb\'1 ~ ~Ht ! . .. 11hi:ovcr, 11\'t'J 
2110 ph111u ... 120 pp. 
l\BN IMP,\f,.i -2; 1-1 S8.00 

SS WERWOLF COMBAT 
INSTRUCTION MANUAL 
Tmnslat.ed by Lr. Michael Fagnon 

\'\1('1\\'oh - 1hl' nnmt· ''ruck 1ernir 111 the 
he.m .. o( Gt·rm.i1n··, fol', :11 1ht: end of WWII, 
Wuh cht· fanauca l mono, "H:1.tl' I !. our praver, 
rt:Vl'n~t· uur hatdt• t:r\'1,M thol' la!->t·duch SS 
~ut·rnlla unu-. wl'rt· nrdt·ri:d to fi,ght to the 
ck:uh 

Tht· \\ WL·n,·olf C."om/Jc11 l11.,1ruc1w11 /l.lamwl 
1dl:. tht: Jtnm :iwn• nf N;1:1 Gt•rman\'':.- only 
urJ.::lnl:l·d ~ut·rnlla rt•-.i:.tanct· nmvemt·nt and 
prt'!'lt'nt' .m t':<:1c1 rt·pnm w11h 1r:rnsl:111nn of 
tlw S~ m.1nu:1l t1:.t·d to 1n ... 1rut:t Wl'rwolf lllt.'m· 
hn:i. All Wef\\•olw' Wl'ft' ordt•rt·d to deslfO)' 
tht·1r manual:. .u w:ir .. l'ntl - undt·r 1hrt'.ll nf 
de;11h1 

Th is t·xc11111g hardcover \'U]umt: l!i rt·pnn1cd 
from 1ht· univ cop\' of thl' 111:111u:il knnwn to 
h:1w !-.llf\IVl'd WWII It i .. llw1 :.caret·! 

PrL':.t·111i:d , .. ;1 ~tort:hOlhl' of 11!-d11l 111fnrma­
non ahout tht· tl'chn 1c:1l .1:-pl'C!)o nf Na:1 ~ucr­
rdl.1 rt· .. 1 .. 1anci: \\·arfart: tht·or\' ;1nd prJCllCt". 
C11111111.1ml princ1plt·' .1ml ur~:1111:at1t111 . tr:1.1n-
111~ :inti t'ljlllplllt'lll , tt"Ct10ll:ll!o.!1;tOCt' .111d rntdli· 
~t' ll l't' , c11nduc1 of .1mlni,hn, 1.ir~t·1 'dt·t:tl011, 
... 1hot:l)?.t'. !-Cou1111~ and p:11roll111)?., .ind rl'~llll · 
a net· t:1c111.: .. .irt· .l\l t·xpl:11ned frnm .1 pr.1c11c:1 l 
vit'\\'Jlllllll Numi:r1H1' dlu .. 1r:11101h :11d tht· 
rt':Hkr' .. um!n .. 1.111d111)?.nf 1ht·,i: pnnc1plt•, Al ... o 
11u.:ludt· ... 1 ph11111~r.1ph1c h1 .. 1110·11( tht· Wnwnlf 
moVt'lllt'llt \\'flllt'll .111d compiled e!!pt·n.111\' for 
1h1.., ed11111n 

Tht· \\ Wt·n,·11/i( 'nmhat /11,1n1l' t11111 1\l11111111/ 
l'- :1 d a .... 1c "dt.·cuon fnr C\.' tman h1,111n:111!-. 
;?.llt'rnll.1 \\'arf.1rt· 'Jlt·c1.11i .. 1 ... . 1ml .. urnv:1l1!-1:.­
who c.111 lht' tht''t' 1.1cttt: .. 111 ddt'llllill)?. tht:tr 
n·1rt'.H .. T.1kt· 1.:h.1r,:t· .111J urdn 1ltn\·1 ~ x 7 • 

h.1rdrnn·1 1/Ju, .. 100 pp 
J\U ().1-P.\6.J 2.18· I SJ6.95 
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NEW TITLES FROM THE ACTION LIBRARY: 

PALADIN PRESS 

Eapionaa:e 1radccn.ft i• 1he 1Ubjcc1 o f a nrw Paladin t id e whi ch i1 p re1cn rl y being compiled b y a fo rme r 
"Compan y ~Ian." \Ve KUaranrct· 1ha1 1h i~ o nl' will he a rea l CYl'llpcrwr. \V;itr.: h fo r derail~. 

HOW TO KILL 
fry J ohn Minnery 

The dcfin11 1ve stud y of assass11rn t1 on 
tcchn iqu<.· s. In spite of the rather a\:irnung ti d e, 
How To Kill is wmw n objec tively, with an eye 
rn historical rckv::ince. The book makes nu 
mora l iudgmcnt s, but mcrl'iy dl'scribes whr11 
has been known fo r years by the prokss rn n:li s 
who are pan of the shadow)' world of rntcrn:i · 
tiona l 111tr1gue and espionage. As the author 
s ta te s in hi s preface, "M y onl y pn:m1sc 1s that 
there are umes when one must auack wuh 
comp lete ruthlcssni.' SS and fight w11h ktbal 
fu ry. This fury and ru1hless ness mus[ be har· 
ncsscd and directed to do the gra vest poss ibk 
damage- to kill." The IO"k ssons·· prcsL·nted 111 

How T o Kill arc as aut horita 1ive as the }' an: 
gruesome and tern fy rn g. 5 ~ x 81h, soh cover, 
di agra ms, pho tos, 80 pp. 
ISBN 0-87364-003-9 $8.00 

HOW TO KILL II 
by John Minner-y 

Once again , M1n11cry doesn 't fail 10 fo sc1 -
n:uc with 1h1s unique fo llow-up to hi s contru· 
vc rs ial first volume. Like vo lume one, th L!i 
edi1ion docs not advocate k illing; rather, It 

revea ls 10 more "lessons" t.' mployed by mfo· 
mous assass in s. Rare phot o::. of :i ssass inau on 
weapons :ire pre!ie nted, like the CIA 9mm zip 
gun, s imilar in design and concept to thl· .45 
Liberator. The mati::nal ma y shock you, hut 
on ly because it is t rue. 51/i x 8Vz, snftcovcr, 
illus ., 71 pp. 
ISBN 0-87364-128-0 $8.00 

HOW TO KILL Ill 
by John MinneTy 

The third vo luml' Ln lohn Minne ry's 1n· 
famou s senes is as s hoc kingl y informa u vl· a ~ 
u s two compa111on vo lumes were . lksHk!i doc· 
umcnt ing 10 new "lessons"' t hat prok s ~io n al 
assass ins have emp loyed, the author rntludc !i 
photos and cxpl:rnat ion s of dcat h ·dealtn~ dcvt · 
ces developed by the OSS, SOE, and CIA Such 
let hal cxouca as the llio· lnocula1 or, conce;1Jed 
be lt fir ing ri g, the killer mikr.::, ;111d til l' 
Diefenbake r bomb a're presented, manv fo r the 
first umc. Learn thl" true stlH}' behind the 
Bulganan ddecwr as~ a ss in a tiom in Lo ndon. 
51/i. x 8\/i. , sohcovcr, Lil us., 92 pp. 
ISBN 0-87364-156-6 $8.00 

26 SOLDIEll OI' l'(lll'l'UNE 

No1e:No volume inthcHowToKil/ 
se ric.s ( volume~ I, ll, lll, IV, VI is 
availabl e in Canada. due to lcgisla· 
tion by the Canadia n So lici tor 
General. 

HOW TO KILL IV 
by John Minner)' 

Conunul' ~ from the point where vo luml' 
three s topped ... an all ·nt·w add1tLOn w the 
~ crie s call ed "the mn!> t controvc r1:1 1al hooks 
cvt'r writt en ." Givt: !i li11k- ·kno \\1n 1nfo rm:1t ion 
on the assass rnau nn [L· c h111qucs employed hy 
the KG B. CIA, OSE, etc. M1nnery\ fou rth 
volume al so prc3e 11t s 10 new "lts!io n ~" oudrn -
111g novrl tl'rmmauon mt:thod ~ rnsp1red by thl' 
author's long cx pt:m·ncc 111 thl· sccurit r field 
Some of the man y weapon ~ d1 scus3i:d art: 1he 
Galit ski PrnJL"Ctor, thl· .;1kn1 shotgun , traTHjlll l· 
1zcr d:1n , Vt'nom 111 scni on nn~. fu ll aurn firl' · 
arm co nvt't!i ions, Sovll'I Squid pistol , C:rnnih:il 
throwrng knt vc~ . etc. Include s dnzL·ns uf r:irt· 
photo~ a nd cl 1:1.gr:l mS. S L/~ x Sl/z, sof tcover, d lu ~ .• 
~8 pp. 
ISBN 0-87364-176-0 58.00 

HOW TO KILLY 
by John Minnery 

Thl· author comh1nl' s so lid h 1~ t o ncal d:1t:i 
with kecnl r im;1>;inat1\1c sccnano!i to prnduc.:L' 
vo lume five of th 13 1nfamou~ 1:it nc ~ . Mlltnl'TY 
i.:ri ml )· explain s how :i new wave terrori st ncl·d 
1101 bl' :i soph1 ~ 11 c:n e d nudi:ar ph r ~ 1 c 1 :. 1 rn 
wreak rad 1oacu ve ha \•oc w11h homemade 
:n o m1 c weapom Dtta ilccl 111 fo nna11 on on 
hudd111g 1ht• " Dra~on fly,~ handhdd, magnet · 
ome1n-s:1.n11ary roc kl·t gun. Present ... a pruvoc· 
:lllVt' !eS!iO!l in sd f-dcfcn sL'-ai.: :111b t attack 
c\ o~~ - "Eye-ope111 n~" t;1ct 1cs a~a1 nst nLght -v is1on 
~ n1pt: r t'4u1pmcn t. At:tual photo!! nf a "Fl yi ng 
Shotgun ," WWI ~auntlet da~gt:r , th l' SOE. pen· 
~un , mantr;i p~ . cros~ bow s , and much mord 
s•r. x 8 11?, softcove r, dlu ~ .. 85 pp. 
l>llN 0-87364-20 1 ; SS.CO 

1 M 1ve b een ordo1111g ooo li s l rom rou 101 lour ye1HS 
1111s1wam ed 10 man ~ you 101 ~011r lasr service 11na 
l ino SBIBCl lOf! 0 0 H L OU!S!af1il 

BLACK MEDICINE I 
The Dark Art of Death 
by N . Mnshiro, Ph.D. 

Prt· s c n un~ to our TL':Hk'r!i the mus t tho r­
ough :ind 1111ngu111~ d1 ::.cu .. :.ion of the human 
hod y's v1ta l po111t!! l'\' t' r w appear m a smg\c 
vo lume. T hrnugh !i lTlktn~ i )· drama11 c pho to· 
gra phs :ind de1:111cd line: drawing!'J , M:i ~ hirn 
illustr:lll'S o\•cr 150 pan ~ nf the human bod y 
whl're :1 m1n1mum :1mount of force will pro· 
duce :1 maximum 1mp:1c1 on a pnson 's abi lit }' 
tu fight . The !'aucl r of lhl· ~e vit i i po111t !'J ts rnte · 
gral tn ;ill bran c he~ or thl' martial an ~ . [() th e 
milnary combat :i pl'C 1:Jlts1. ;111d rn evcn·onc 
con cl'rncd w11h ~ clf-ddcn ~l' 111 a life -o r-death 
l'n c:o un1cr. Hu \' now, so )'OU will h:n 'l' the 
knowll'clge whL·n you neL·d u! Sh x 8 1'2, :.uh · 
cover, illus., 88 pp. 
ISBN 0-87364-10 1-9 

Weapo n s Ar Hand 
by N. Mashirn, Ph.D. 

Sclf-dcfr mc !!i p l'C 1 :i\1 ~ t :i takl' 1loie· hcrt· 1:i 
the !'l t: qucl to N. Ma~ h1 ro's rnfomou!- Hlt1ck 
t\l etl1crn e T /11.' Diuk Ari of Dem h T hat huok 
reve:1lcd 1he I 50 pan ~ of thl" human bod\" 11\0.!> t 
vulnerable in haml-w -hand comha1 . Wc11po11 .~ 
111 /-101111 take ~ iht· oppnsLtl" approac h. It !Hl' · 
!'Jetu s l l 2 pan s of d1L' hud y th;ll arc natural 
weapun:i, la rgely bc c ;lll ~l' dti:\" :Jrc ven· in1ur )' · 
re s is tan t. Fnltnw1n~ th tf) 1s :1 :.cc uon radi call y 
d1ffcrt·nt fro m cnnvl· nu onal sd f- dd cnst· thL·· 
o rv, that Im:. fo r yo u mnrl' th :1n 180 deadlr 
ma kl· shift weapon ~ tha1 c:rn ~ avl· \" Our hfc 111 :1 
CTl !l lS. Tht: Wl':l pOn!t arc all 1mprov 1:il'd from 
common 1tem 1:1 . Aml 50:1ct1on photo ~ shuw thi: 
rt·:1<lcrexactl }' how to usL· the "blac k mccl ic 1nL·'' 
technique ~ di scussed Ill Weapon .~ Ar l-/11 11d. 
E!ipc.•c iall y suited to the nl·eds of hodyguard s, 
sccurit >' personnel. and mart1:1l ;m1ns, 51/i x 
81/i, softc o \•cr, illu !>.., 88 pp. 
ISBN 0-87364-168-X SI0.00 

BLACK MEDICINE Ill 
Low Blows 
by N. Mashirn, Ph.D. 

Long-:1wa11cd by !'Jdf-ddcnse spe c1 ;lli !i b 
around thl· ~lnbc , Low Hlows ts 1hc thml 
volume in N. MashLrn's infamous Hlo ck tvledi ­
c 1m• sen cs. In Low Blow., . M;1sh1 ro p rc ~cn1 ~ h1 3 
favo ri tl" techn ique !! for bnn~i ng the body's 
n:itural we:ipnn!.- lll lO v111kn1 and r a rn ful con· 
1a t.:t \\11lh ;111 opponent \ vulnc.-r;1hlc areas. 
RCVL'a l:t de v;1s1at1n,g rcs pllll~l" S tn wn st hold!'I, 
punc hc:. , c h oke ~ . rc:1r ;1n:1ck !>, bL·ar lrnp , and 
3pec1:il ddcn ... c::. ;1~;1111 s t knife and club att:i c: k­
cr .. . bpt:c1:dl r 1Hltl"\\'Onhv L ~ a c haptl'r on 
fighti ng :1 st:rndin.I\ oppont'nt frnm tht· ,grnund 
l thi ~ tnck could :-ave r our lik!l. 

M;1sh1 ro ~nc !'J on tu t.:rtt 1q uc man y com· 
munl y taught se·lf·dc fc n:.L· mt:lhnd !i that he 
fr cl s arL' . ..:u1 rn /a l Over 110 dramat ic photo~ 
illustra[c thl· holds a nd moves in Low H/01\' ' · 
m:1king 1t suh5r;in11.lll )' lun,gt' r than lhl· othe r 
v11\11 1m·:, in 1h1 ~ seril" s. An cxcclknt ~clf - ~ nuh' 
_guHk fn r hq~ 1nncr ~ . and an C \"e -o pcn 1 n~ rdL·r­
t'ncc work for ad vanct:d :-tu dent s and 1n!'ltruc· 
tor!'I . But ht' warnL·cl · Lo \\' H/ows 1s not for rt' ;ld· 
er:- wi th weak s rnmach~ . Bu y now, bdorc you 
need tn USl' I hl' 1:1 C .. CCTl'I !'J int he ::i t Tl' Ct s .... 51/i x 
g 11,i, soficovl'T, dim., I 2H pp. 
ISllN O-R7364-2 I 4-7 SI0.00 

I have 1us f tJu•c hasad yow 1>00~ Live OH the 
Land In the City and Country./ lm d 11 one o l the Oes t 
o f •IS fypa 1/ 110 1 //10 /JOS f L A M Onto 

THE BOOK OF THE NINJA 
by ChTistophcr Humer 

N1n111 su has been callL·d the dl· adlii::t l, 
mos1 sa va~e, and tl"fn f)' lll~ ~ el f-ddcme for m 
known w m:in . Till !'> book verifies that :l S S l' .., ~· 
mt:nt. OffL•ring both 11rac!ical tl· ch111 qucs as 
wdl :1:. [he N11111t su philosoph \' - Thc Sil rn t 
W:1v- T /J e Houk of 1he N 111 1t1 n:veal s guarded 
~e c ret !' of an anc ient :ind obscure art . Covas 
/Jim Mac (Dcl avcd Deat h Touch ), Kata /)11n '1c. 
1F1 vc·Sccond D:lll Cl' of Dt::nh l, /npo !Art of 
Htd1 ng), Trmpo (An of E ~c;1p 1ng f, ;tnd the c l:is­
-. 1c t· xe rc is t· of 1nv1s1hihn', t\ 11 Lu KcJtd. f lo~ 1 
T r:1ck Form!. Include ~ a ... ecu on on CIHen­
~word~-"th e ~o ul Wl" a pon~ ." and five f1ghung 
fo rn\\. llhlSlra[ l'd wnh ac11o n photo!'I and d1.1-
gr:1111 .;, The Hoo k o f d ll' N m w fc:Jturl·~ ~ u c h 
fasc 111 ;11Lll>; 1t ern 3 a ~ "'T hl· S:11nura1 Crcl·d,M and 
the Mandam u!'I u( thl· Hla c: k Dra~on F i ~htin~ 
~oe it't y . A :,o lid :iddrnon w ;I ll )' mart ial a n s 
!wuk ~ hl'!f. 7 x 8 Vi. :wftcovL·r. dim., 90 pp. 
!<; BN O-H736-1 · 19:;-7 S9.9S 

RHODESIAN LEADER'S GUIDE 
T he fa med Rhodcs 1an Scl o u ~ Scou1 s reli l' d 

t in thi s h:rndhook 111 their da y-to-da y dt·;1l111g 
with thl" mo~ 1 v1c rous,gucrnll:1. tcrron sts in [he 
world . PrL·vwu~l r rL·s trtctcd to Rhodesian mil · 
1tarv pcr~on n c l, thi s pracocal Paladin reprint LS 
:1 wc;1lth of operational rn fo rma11 on. Jnc lud l'S 
~ l' t ti o n s on pl :111n111~ :i.nd const ructing run ­
w:n· ~ , l a n cl 111 ~ : onL' S, and d rop : onn . Thl· 
lm mcdw re F1n1 A ul 1ns1ruct101l!'J art• among 
1h c mos t ton c 1 ~ c e\•c.·r pnnted, in c l ud 1n ~ 
:i tra1~h1 forward 1nfo rmatum about field ad­
m1111 !'l tr:i11 on of dru~s and rntra venou ~ solu-
11 ons. LOJ,:l !'l llC:tl planning 111 ~ truc t wn ~ tover 
p ;11 roh;, basl· camp attack~ , amhushL !. , con VO)' 
an11:1mbush dnll s, and much mo re. TL·chmc:il 
informat ion cover~ radio equipment and an-
1c nnas, grcnadL'!'I , flares, mtnl'S, ;11rcr:1 ft 1den11 -
fi ca11 on 1 ~ ilh oucttc diagrams mcludedl, and 
o ther wc :ipo1l!'J spec::. , T hrcL' seasonal S!ar 
ch;m s a rc included 111 the na v1ga11on scc u on. 
Int errogat ing CTs recommends e:i sdy ove r· 
loo ked c:iut iom th:ir will help insure your 
safet y. and that of your fell ow fightl' T!'J. 
J<hode$iall Let1tfer's C uule belongs on yo ur 
bookshelf as wl'll :is 111 your backpack . 41/i. x 6, 
so ft cover. illu ~ ., 55 pp. 
ISBN 0-87364-194-9 $8.00 

SPECIAL 
HOLIDAY OFFER 

Check the "Spec ial Holiday 
Offer" box on rhe orderform, and 
deduct 20% from any 
order over $50! Thi s offer is 
being extended only t0 you, ou r 
valued customers. It is our way 
of sayi ng, "Happy Holidays, and 
thanks for a good year'" ORDER 
NOW in time for Chri.stmas gift­
giving. Offer expires on Janua ry 
1, 1983. (0nly available to retail 
cust0mers.) 

See-Paladin Press order form on 
second page following. 
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SURVIVALIST'S MEDICINE CHEST 
by Rug nar Ben$Oll 

{)\\', ~I trulv llT;ICtH:al j!llHk .dwut U:olll~ ... pl· 

ciali::1..·d med1c1no in :1 world \\' l!hout drn.:tor .... 
\\' flr/1..'ll l''l'l!l..' IO//\· l11r 'llf\' /\'t1Ji,1, l'l1L'Utn11111:1. 
VLJ. plagm· . . 111d diarrhL·.1 - killer' \nth11ut 
mndt·rn clruw· - t:lll ht: l1cknl w11h :1 li11ll· prL'P· 
.1r:it1on .rnd kno\\'-IHn\·. 

From hi' \· e:ir~ hdp111g third \\'orld n:1t1VL'"" 
wnh Vl·t med1 t: 111e~ . --urn\':!11:.t :nuhnr Ra;t.nar 
lkn:-.on hnnw .. n1u th1' h:rndhook fordw.:wnn,I!; 
hum:rn" \\'llh rL·addv nht:i111.1hk. i.:hl·apl v pru:l·d 
vet mnlic1ni:" ln rnall\' C:l'-L''· vl·t mi.:d1c1nl· ... :1rr 
1dt:nt1c.d tu tho..,t' M !) .... rl·cummt·ud - ;11 .1 fr.u> 
llU!l of tht: Clh{ 

And thl·' i.:.111 he hou,l!;hl 1,·111!0111 pre..,l:np· 
uon .... nid ~wrl·d un11l :111 emL·r,genc\· (km.ind ... 
their u ... t. 

Tt:tanu~. t,·plw1d and gun wound 1nfe1.:t1t111" 
will nl·ver .1,1!;.JJ!l .. trike fe.H 111 tht: h1.:arh n! 
!tu rv1 v~h:-.i... whn read 1h1~ bo11k . 1';1ck th1 ... 1llu ... 
traced h;1ndbonk 111 w11h ,·our .11111h1t1111.: ... .,.,­
rin,gt.: ...... u!fa drug ... "l'Wltl_g llL'l·dk' .ind -.utUTL"• 
:rnd n1u'll ... :1vt· ,·our ,l!;roup from dlL' dlnt·,..,e.., 
that \\•uuld pru\'e fatal w11h11ut mmkrn med1 
cine. 4 ,..; 6, :.oftCO\'l'J'. 19 pht110:., 1-10 pp 
l~BN 0 ·8'36--1 2;.6 ·2 S5.95 

BETTER READ THAN DEAD 
by Thomas N iem a n 

A Ill."' "IUdv of nuckar ... un•1,·:tl f11cu!>111,g un 
nuck:1r Wt.'apnn~ :111 d their dkct:-., thl· ~ov11..·1 
nucle:irthrt'J t , civil ddl·n ~L' prq1:1rl·<h1t: "!>, and 
rd:ltl·d ... urv1val con:-. 1der~1t H11h. T he .nnhor 
ha:, tapped ne w !'IOU rce:- of 1nform:1t1on. am! for 
the fir:-111mt' present:-. :,pL' t 1;d 1wo·c o/or fa//1J1J1 
map' tor f!\' t.' t \' t n11n1v 111 1ht• ll111tcd \r11re' 
Surv1vali:. t!> can 110 \\' p111pmnt the ex:JCt ldc;i­
u ons of the ir home" or rt·1rt·;11!- nn tht.::o-l' map:-, 
and pl:m :iccord1n,e.lv for th1..' l'"Xpt·c1ed amount 
o f rad10;11.:11 vt· f:il!ou t. 

O''l'r one hundrl·d dr;J\\'lllg~ and d1agr:11n~ 
dcmon ~tr:lll' hm' nuclear \\'eapon!'> \\•ork, bu\\' 
fallout o,preacb, how 10 bmld fallout !>heltcrs, 
and much more Ch;1pter 111le~111clmk Bmh of 
lhl' Ammie Age, C :negnne:-. and T"po of 
Nuckar Weapo ns, Elct.:trn111:1~nl·llc 11uh.L' . Thi.' 
Age of Modnn Electron ic Wl·Jponr}', ThL' Cur­
rent Threat rn the United ~1:ll1::-. , N:uwn;tl Su r 
v1v;1J. Jndl\' 1du:1! Surv1val l'lannin~. High R1.:.k 
Arca, Map!), Expedient Shelias, and 1welvl' 
more. T he :.pet.:1al fallout map:- 111 He11er l<e11tl 
Th1111 Dt'm/ :ire not a v:nbhlt: from an\' o thn 
:iuurce. An l'xcdlt:111 c h01ce for :-urv1vali:-.t.., 
:rnd ret re:lt rr~. S I/! x I ! , :-oft cover, 1 llu~ .. 193 pp. 

$14.95 

DON'T BECOME T!-IE VICTIM 
by Marcus Wayne Ratle4ge 

limmr Carter once called 1 h 1:-. boo k 's 
author "the most dangerous crim111al 111 the 

.history of Ccorgw." ow R:itlC.'dge's 111 s1de 
story on crime avo1d:1nct' is he re. Shoplifters, 
con :m1s1s, auto thieves, muggers, robbers, 
even rap1St!'o and murdcrcr~-Radedgt gives 
you spec1f1c, down-10-eanh det:id~ o n how to 
avoid btcom111g the victims of ci-ime. Tl11s 1s 
nm iust ;ino1hcr ~ l eavc on ;1 light and lock your 
doors" aniirnmc book. It 1s a gutsy, rc:d-life 
g uide 011 effec11ve anticnme measures told lw a 
reformed cnm1n:il and gihed wntcr. In fact, 
'Ratledge 1s presently inca rcerated 111 a Georgia 
s tate pnson. Each rear, over S20 billion is lost 
rn cnmc in Amer1c:1. You o we i1 10 yoursdf, 
)'Our fomii}' , :ind your communit}' to do your 
pan w hdp correct this d1s turb111g suuatton­
wllh the practical help of Don r Hecome The 
\11cnm. SVi x Sh, sofrcovt.'r, 9 chapters, 120 pp. 
ISBN 0-87364-211 -2 $6.00 
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GET EVEN 
The Comple te Book of Dirty Tricks 

by George Hayduhc 

The lau:s1 word 1n do-11-ynursdf "1ust1cl·· 
for 1:ver)·m:111 111akL·s the othl· r haral!~mcnt 

book!'. look l1ke :1 Sunda,· school p1cn1c. The 
Cmnp/ere liook o( Dirt\' Tncks teacht:~ )·ou 
hO\.,. tO.l(tl t'VCll whl·thcrwronged hy an L0 111:m}·, 
vH:t1m1::ed hv :i cn·du e;1rd comp:111v, or iust 
npped nff hv any numhtr of obnox1om mdi­
viduah. :ind menacrngor,ganiz;nwns. The meth­
ods r:i n~e from s un pk pranks 10 lloph1sttca1ed 
1echn1qUl'S of dcva!>l:ll10n. "C1.:orgc Harduke" 1s 
:1 master of revcngt: who!>e wi sdom \\0 111 help 
put vou on rop of arw :-.11u:it1on where vou 
fo rnwrl }' felt hclpk·ss. The hook b hrunn11ng 
\\'ith anecdotes ck i.cnb111g 1nge111ou:-; r:tcucs 
that have hn·n !>UCt.:essfully c mplovt:d b,· veter­
an tnck!>tl'r!>. for cnrert1Jlll llll.'ll l purposes 
on/vi :", If.! x Hit!, hardcover, 190 pp. 
ISi\. 0-87 364-186-H SI 1.95 

GET EVEN 2 

HAYDUKE'S 
BACK! 

SH M1rd11h·1111u1oa1111 
lnsldl Inuit cmr o1 lhl1 
ilHI ol iOFI 

More Dirty Tricks From The Maste r of 
Revenge 

by George Hayduhc 

Enem1e ... hew:irt•! Hen·\ the outrageo ui. 
se4ul'i to Ceorgt• Havduke :-- under).!round hei.1 -
:.clkr, (:er t.vcn. The Comp/cu: Hook of Dmr 
Tnl.'.k.\ (:ei E\'e/1 2 prel!ent:- a wide r:lll~L· of 
all-new din" tricks peopk pull tn,gt'l even w1th 
big hu!>lllL':>~ hu m:., footlon ... 1..· :. puuses, lousy 
landlords-np-off~ of all 1,·pes. Havduke, mas· 
!t:r of ren·n~l' ha:. rect:nih· been fe;uured nn 
numerou :-; talk ,how:. and 111 ma~az1nl· :1rt1cle!). 
A tremendou~ public re:-rmbt' rn~ued. Pl·opk 
around thl' countrv floodl·d Hanlukt: w11h 
newel idt•J:. fnr ,l!.elllll,1!. eve11 w11h 1u:..t abnu1 
l'Vl'r\'bndv; thc:..l' na!-t \' revenge techn14ue:-. :irl· 
included in Cl' / £\'ell 2 Thi ... rn~pmn.i.: volume 
1~ :1 produu of puhl1c frmtrawm - tht: l11tk 
g uv" clon·r h:ive EO 1<1k1.: 11 an\' more'. Some (If thl· 
tnp1t:- covered :ire: uul11 v comp.rnil'~ . :-.weet­
he;in:., :1111m:il!>, law\1l·r:-, dru,g:-., 1hc 1111111.irv. 
mas:-. t ran:-.1t. a nd dnzcn~ mort'- Thi:-. 1:- the rl·;1I 
tbtn~! NotL' £:e1 Evc11 2 /\for e111erti1111111~·nr 
purpo.-;e , o uh< S I/: .'< 8 1".!, hardcover. illu:-. . 170 
pp. 
l.'HN 0-87364-213-9 Sll.95 

SPEC LAL FORCES HANDBOOK 
!';ilad1n !'re:-.!- ont.:e a~ain prl·:.t:n ts the lon,g 

our.c1f·pnn1 \pecwl 1:orct' • l-limtlhook Th1:.. 
d:1:-;:,1t con t:itni. ch:1pters on tacllt.:' , tkmoh-
1 Hl!l!>, :11r oper;111ons, we:iponi., commu111c:i· 
ttun i.. fir:,t aid. and :.un·1v:tl There are :1bu 
1echn14ucll on unconvt'nt11111;1J warf:ire, guer· 
rill :1 fnrct·:..· m1 ~:-.1on~, and compos1t10n of oper· 
:H 1on:il dt·iachml'llb --1 1 : x ; 11i, softcovl'r. 1llui.., 
ovt·r 200 pp. 
ISHN 0-87364-109-4 $8.00 

PRACTICAL GUIDE FOR PRIVATE 
INVESTIGATORS 
b)' Eclwmd R. S m i1h 

Le.1rn .ill ;J\rn~ll ... 1:1n1ng .1 Ill'\\' c:irn•r 111 thL· 
h1ghh -.kilkd ftl·ld of pnv:llL' 1nn·.., t1g;11inn. 
Oppvnun111l·" havt: llL'\'L·r hlTll ,gre;lll'r! N0\\'­
.1tbv .... . 1 dl'tl't.:tlVl' mu,1 know mnrt· than 1u:-.1 
how w u ... l .. 1 gun. Hl· mu ... 1 hl· famd1.ir wllh thl· 
l:1tt·..,1 !nrl'n..,1c pnnupk ... . t.:ourtroom prncL·· 
durt·..,, till' law of n'HkllCL', and runn111,g :111 
agl'nt.:v 

Tht· /'wl t1c al ( : 111ill' tor l'fl\'dlt' /1J\'l'\l l ,1(1Jl11n 

pre:.l'llt:. :-tr;11,1d11 f;1t:t:- 011 1he:-.l· !>llhll't:b, plu:-. 
.,IX Fm.ii Ex.1rn111:ll1t1n:- 10 te:- t \·our Ko rk111g 
kno\\' iL·d.i.:e of thL' 1klL't:t\\'l. bu:-ltll"~:- . O ther 
1np1e ... 111dudt· e ri mmal :ind civil !ah', 111tnro­
,ga11c111, :-un·t·illant:t', l'l.JU!pmL'll l :ind 1r:11111ng. 
unden:ovl·r \\'nrk. hnmlt.:Hlt-, ar:-.on d1 vort'.e Ill · 
ve ... 11g;1111111 ... . . ind m uch n111rt'. Ht'rl· \'nu h:l\'l. ;1 
'IHlrl"t' for 1et:h1111.:.d 1r.11n111,I!; m:llt:n:il , Ji..,r, of 
rnf11rm.11 rnn "illi l"t.:L'" ;rnd ,\ look :n 1nh oppor­
{ll n II IL'!> :ill rn Olll' vol uml· t ht· /'r11<11ca/ c :111tlc 
111r /1

nv1111..· /111 'l''fl,l(c//11r~ ; 1 ~ x H1" "1flcovt:r, 
1--1-1 pp. 
1\BN O-l'P.\6--l -l;; .. 1 S8.95 

CARE & FEEDING OF TENANTS 
hy A. nd)' Kunt• 

A h1mwrnu ... \L·t pr.tl'lu.:.il lonk .n thl' lun.1-
ll\"L' .111 ot l.111dlu rd111~ In .111 .uuhor \\ho m,l\ 
hL· diL· mt:;111t· ... 1 111:111 111 Aml'Tlt.::1 I\ born C\ n1c, 
lnrrnn g.1,.: \\rltt'T lh·.llwr ;\11\h K.111t· 1dl ... hm\· 
tn kl'l'I' l\·1h lt'IWIH" 111 thi.:ir pl.lt'l' p.1\'lng 
IL"lll In 111.Jkl' theH l.1ndl11rd m:h 

L.111dl11rd1ng 1.., 1mL' prok,..,ton 1h.11 req t1ll'l'" 
1111 qtt.il1f!L.i1!11n.., ,l.I 11 p.l\ .. o il (\\elHI -lou r 
hn11r-. .1 d,1\ "L·\L·n d.n-. .1 \\'t·L·k . tih, · t\\'O 
11l'l'k" .1 \L0 ,ll In I 011 · t.•' I 1·ei/111•.:. ril I 1•1111111,. 
K.lllL' ll°ll ... 111l'11111L· p111pL·n1 II\\ lll'I"' ho\\ to l'11l · 
kt.:t rl' llt-. 1r.11n tt· n.1111 ... tu p.1, p1111np1I' .ind 
Jtl,lkl· 111111!11 l'L'l'•lll" . IJl l l.ll'.illt.:lL"" , Olll'lll:Jrt 

dcl'g11111kr ,.:11\ll)I• .111d 11bpt·e111r" h.111dk 01111 -

pl.11111-. .ind 111.1kL· .1hundk111! 11.:11.1111-. ht·-.1dl'" 
lhl'll" l"L0 JH 

\L' \ monn t.:rlllll' '1nkn1..x f.1ndlord ... ,111d 
IL'll .1111 .., .lllkl· ,II\" pl.l,l!;lll'd \\llh till· l""lll'"" Of 
l'\ L'n 1l.11 Ilk i\nd1 K.1nl· 1eJ[.., 11 Ith· 11 1 .. 
I )0111 1m ... , die ,.:in' 1kt.11\,• 

l\·rkt.:t 111r 1cil t· ... 1.1tL· .tg\.·111 .... 111(111111..· pn1· 
JIL0 rt\ tll\ fll'I'" .ind ,1n,·1111L· \\hll l' tllt1\·, .1 gnnd 
Llll,.:h; ,x "11t1t.:11\L·r tlhi... . llOpp. 
l"'BN 0 H'"'.\6-1 2-1().(, $6.95 

Never a dull momenr or an order m'ssr11pped 
Paladin provides unreal se1v1ce1· D w P Vugm•fl 

FIREARM SILENCERS Vol. 2 
by John Minnery 

John M1nncry, creator of the terrifying How 
To K.111 series, has wmtcn this all-new s tudy 
about that primaq' tool of the covert assas· 
s in - the fi rearm silencer. Presented arc over 
two hundred large-formal pages of illustra­
tions, machmist's drawings, hi srnrical info, 
and top sccn.·t SAC-14 mate rial concerning 
silencer use m WWII. This material has . 
never before been avai lable. to i he 
public! H1ghlight1ng the book arc rare photoS 
of prototype silenced weapons such as the M-1 
carbine, Hi -Standard .21 piswl, Czq:h Model 
1927 pistol used by the Gestapo, Browning 
Modd 1917 heavy machine gun jyou should 
sec thi s monster!!, Springfield 1903-AJ rifle 
with "Maxim silencer and a Pede rsen full-auto 
con vnsion dcvicc, and dozens of or he r exotic 
s ilenced fi rea rms. 

M1nnery collectors and silencer afic10nados 
should take note of Firearm Silence rs Vol. 2. It 
is an t: }'e -opcning look a t these devices of 
wh1spenngdeath, wrmen by a man who knows 
wh:u he's t;tlking about. 8Vi: x 11 , softcover, 
illus., 224 pp. $12.95 

AMBUSH AND COUNTER AMBUSH 
Ambus hing. though o ne of t he oldest tac­

tics in war histor)', has recently beco me the 
mos t commonly used insurgen t techniques in 
Communist revoluuon:i ry warfa re. Drawing 
on the hard-I cared lessons of sold iers who must 
be prepared 1o figh t at all times, this book thor· 
o ughly covers an all-impon:rnt subject: 4 x 5!.'J, 
softcover, illus., 80 pp. 
ISBN 0-87364-098-5 $5.00 

lnvoiunrnry Repossession ........ $ 10.95 
Harassment Continued . . $5.95 
Police Tactics in Armed 

Operations._. . . . $ 19.95 
CIA Field Expedient Preparation 

of Black Powders . . . $4.95 
CIA Flaps and Seals Manual. . . .. $6.95 
Behavio'r Modification . . . .... $10.00 
Survival Medicine . . . . _ . . $5.95 
Total Resistance ................. $ 14.95 
Urban Ale rt . . ... $ 12.95 
Get Tough . . ....... $ I Z.95 
Combat Without We:.ipon s ..... ... $5.00 
Living ln Troubled La nds ........ $ 14.95 
Quick o r Dead .. $ 12.95 
Tang Soo Do . . ... $8.00 
Principles of Quick Kill . . .. . . $8.00 
Slash & Thrust . . ......... $8.00 
Limited War Sniping ... . $ 17.95 
Silencers, Snipers & Assassins .... S 17.95 
Henley's Formulas. . .. $ 14.95 
Improvised Modified f irearms, 

(Two-Volume Set). $19.95 
Riot Control ..... $ 19.95 
Complete Guid~ to Lock Picking . . $7.95 
OSS C IA Locks, Picks and Clicks .. $5.95 
Muckraker's Manual .............. $7.95 
Me n in Space ... ... ... ........... $ 19.95 
T o Keep and Bear Arms. . ... $ 14.95 
Agent's Handbook of Black 

Bag Operations. . $5.95 
The Code Book. . . $6.95 
How to Avoid Electronic 

Eavesdropping 
Firearms Silencers . 
Boobytraps FM 5~ 13 . . . 

...... $7.95 
. ... $7.95 

. .... $8.00 

·---·-················-··-····-····-··-·-· I 
I 
I t PALADIN PRESS 

PO BOX 1307-BFl=I 
BOULDER, CO 80306 
Phone (303) 443-7250 for customer service 

Catalog free 
w ith order. 

Call TOLL FREE for credit card o rders: 1-800-824-7888; Ask for Operator #249. 
in Cal ifo rni a, 1-800-852-7777; Alaska & Hawaii , 1-800-824-7919. 

Please send me the following titles: 

Bill my: 0 VISA D MasterCard Exp. Date ----
SUBTOTAL _____ _ 

Card No. Special Holiday Discount. D educt 20% I 
- ------- ---------from order over SS0.00 only. NO EXCEPTIONS. ------~ 

NAME 

ADDRESS--------------------

CITY ----------STATE _____ ZIP __ _ 

$2 pos1Jge 
and handling. 

TOJAL 

I 

···-·········~······-····--·······-·--···· 
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$100,000 REWARD 
FROM SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

FOR THE FIRST COMMUNIST PILOT 
TO DEFECT WITH INTACT SAMPLES 

OF LETHAL CHEMICAL AND/OR 
BIOLOGICAL WARFARE AGENTS. 

Soldier of Fortune Magazine will pay $100,000 to the first communist pilot to defect to 
the West from Afghanistan, Laos or Cambodia in an aircraft designed to deliver and 
equipped with lethal chemical and/or biological weapons. 
To receive this reward, the chemical and/or biological agents must be authenticated by 
a laboratory sanctioned by Soldier of Fortune. Within 30 days of verification to Soldier 
of Fortune's satisfaction, the pilot will receive $100,000 - in gold or any currency -
from Soldier of Fortune Magazine. · 
This offer will expire 1 July 1983 or at such time that the United Nations admits t hat 
communist forces have employed lethal chemical and/or biological weapons against the 
populace of Afghanistan, Laos or Cambodia. · 

Contact: Soldier of Fortune Magazine, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

S9ldier of Fortune Magazine is the sole judge of any dispute arising over this reward and will determine 
eiQY persc;m or persons entitled to share therein. Its decision on any point or matter connected with the 
reward shall be final and conclusive. 
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IASsAULT 
15Y5TEm5 
I Guaranteed 

I 
Tough! 

I Pistol 
Ca 

L---··· 3/4" Foam padded,' full 
opening , lockable, wraparound nylon 
handles, black only. # P10B 10" $10.50 ; 
# P12B 12" $11 .50 ; # P14B 14" $12.00. 

Ballstic~ionHolsters 
Stronger than leather, but allows gun 
to breathe. Ughtweignt and flexible for 
super comfort. Hook and loop closures 
secure weapon. Washable-no mildew' 
Black only. Specjfy weapon and teft or r igh 

Strong 11 oz. Cordura nylon, 
super K-Kote waterproofed, r· foam 

padding protects weapon. nylon thread 
-double stitched at seams, military spec. 

welded black D rings and hardware, nylon YKK 
lockable zipper, 2·· nylon web carrying handle 

and detachable /adjustable padded shoulder strap, 
hook and loop compartment closures . Unconditionally 

guaranteed. Speci fy Black or Vi etnam Leaf 
Camouflage . .. and weapon. 

#ARC Assault Rifle Case. Customized for all Assault Rifles including 
collapsible stock models. 5 Outside Mag pouches plus compartment 

for handgun, scope , bipod , etc. $60 

Gun Case. 
· For UZI , Ingram Mac 

10 & 11 . 6 Outside Mag 
pouches plus handgun and 

accessories corTipartment. S60 

# SWC Speci al Weapons Case. 
33", 40" and 48" length models to fit all riot 

shotguns, scoped rif les , other weapons. Outside 
compartments for handgun, ammo, knives 

and accessories. $60 

Gear Bags 
Strong 11 oz. Cordura 
nylon, super K-Kote water­
proofed , military spec. 
black D rings and hardware, 
nylon YKK lockable zipper, 
2" nylon web carrying 
handle (except Escort and 
Diplomat Bags) and detach­
able /adjustable padded 
shoulder strap. Folds 
fl at for storage. Specify 
Black or Camouflage. 

A) # IB30 Internationa l 
Gear Bag (30Lx1 2H x13W). 
Top of the line and loaded 
with features! Dual inside 
zipper pockets and 
divider flap, 4 exterior 
zippered pockets. $129.95 

B) # PB27 Pro Gear Bag 
(27Lx15Hx16W). 
Big-carries all! One main 
compartment plus an outside zippered pouch. 

C) #MB22 Medium Gear Bag (22Lx10Hx12W). 
Perfect uti lity bag. One main compartment with 
inside zippered pouch. $45 

D) # FB14 Flight Bag 
(14Lx1 1Hx9W). Our best 
gear bag. Ideal airline 
carry-on size. O ne main 
compartment plus an 
outside zippered pouch. 
$45 

E) #DCB Diplomat Bag 
(17Lx10Hx9W). Big capacity 
many featu res. Padded 
bottom and walls, dual 
outside flap compartments 
on one side , envelope 
compartment on other. $65 

F) # ECB Escort Bag 
(11 Lx9Hx6W). Small shoulder 
bag with padded bottom and 
walls. One main compart­
ment plus an outside 
zippered pocket. Ideal 
for cameras. $41.50 

Also available: Black nylon basebatt hat with A/ S Logo. $6.95 • Nylon Tr i-fold Wallet with A/S Logo , black or camouflage. $7.95 • Garment 

I Bag (matches other A/S Gear Bags) 3-suit size, black or camouflage . $66.75 • Security Pouch, similar to our Ankle Holster shown above , but 
carries money, credit cards or valuables, black only. $24.50. • Send $1.00 for complete Assault Systems catalog-free with order. 

·ASsAUL~T-.. . -.... -~l~;~ -p~; ~r~~.-f~r ~:t~g~ · • • • ~l:~s~ ·s:~d· ~: ;h~ -f~ll~~:n~ · • • • • sF:12· · 

I ~ (Canada and Hawaii"$5). 

5Y5TEm5 MasterCard, Visa, AmEx, Money 
Order, Check or C.O.D.-merch. held 

SUBSIDIARY OF COMSEC INTERNATIONAL. INC. for clearance of checks not certified. Bill my: 0 Master Card 0 Visa 0 AmEx 
Send Dealer FFL or Ex Date c d # ' 

1826 HORAN DRIVE • ST. LOUIS, MO 63026-2478 Law Enforcement Dept letterhead p. --- ar • 

TOLL FREE oRaER u NE: 1-soo-325-3049 DE~~RErtr~rn~~~~~~t~ED ~;::SS : 
• • • • •• • •• MISSOURI RESIDENTS. 1-314-343-3575 .••.. . .••..• • • • • • • •• • •••• • •••• •• ••••••••••• •••••• •• •• •• • • • •• • • • •• •• •••••• •• 
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EDITORIAL 
Viet Vets: Prisoners of Prejudice 
by Dave McPeak 

TEN Common Misconceptions About Vietnam 
Veterans: 

1. That we were dragged into military service: 
Two-thirds of the men and women who served in 
Vietnam volunteered for duty. In contrast, two­
Lhirds of the people who served in World War II 
were drafted. 

2. That Vietnam was somehow something less 
than a real war: Why then were there more total 
combat casualties for the Marine Corps in Vietnam 
than in WWII? Why then, according to the De­
partment of Defense, were the chances of being 
killed in combat in Vietnam 85 in 1,000? In WWII, 
by comparison, the number was 12 in 1,000. Why 
then did Vietnam produce eight times as many par­
alyzed men as WWII, three times as many totally 
disabled and 35 percent more amputees? Why then 
out of the 300,000 wounded Vietnam War veterans 
are 12.4 percent totally disabled? 

3. That we were somehow not as brave or did not 
sacrifice as much as our fathers did in previous 
wars: The American public, unfortunately, forgot 
the countless acts of incredible courage at Dak-To, 
Khe Sahn, Ia Drang Valley, Hue City and a thou­
sand other unknown or too-soon forgotten places. 

4. That these soldiers did not care about their 
comrades: Nothing could be further from the 
truth. We cared deeply then and still remember 
them every day and in our nightmares. 

5. That Vietnam troops were habitual users of 
dangerous drugs: In fact, hard drugs never 
emerged on any scale until the final years of the 
Vietnam War. 

6. That we faced an inferior enemy force: Again, 
untrue. We faced two enemy forces. First were the 
elusive, courageous Viet Cong who were fighting in 
their own backyard and were geniuses in cam­
ouflage and underground concealment and experts 
in improvising ambushes and booby traps. These­
cond enemy was less well known by the American 
public, but probably a more formidable foe - the 
North Vietnamese Army. This well-trained, large 
army was equipped with artillery and 122mm 
Russian-made rockets. Most importantly, both 
groups carried the AK-47 assault rifles, high­
velocity automatic weapons the likes of which were 
never faced by any previous American force. Fur­
thermore, the Vietnamese now have the world's 
fourth largest army. 

7. That we were mass killers of civilians: False. 
More civilians were killed in the four years of the 
Korean War than in eight years of the Vietnam War. 
30 soumm 011 nm·1·uNE 

8. That the Vietnam troops were not as efficient 
as previous American soldiers: We were the young­
est, best-educated, best-trained, best-equipped and 
most-decorated troops America has ever seen. And 
we never lost a major battle during our involve­
ment. 

9. That we are troubled: For many of us this is 
true. Although, considering the unique and tragic 
circumstances of our war, we are a remarkable 
group. We were sent to war alone and joined a unit 
of complete strangers. We experienced the trauma 
of total, absolute warfare and, if not severely 
wounded, we returned to a country which would 
not or could not welcome us, mourn our dead with 
us or recognize our sacrifices and courage. It is not 
by accident that the freed hostages from Iran were 
returned slowly to this country and will continue to 
have reunions of their group. Our government 
learned to reduce the frequency and intensity of 
Post-Traumatic Stress Syndrome from the mis­
takes it made when we returned and from the ob­
servation of the work done by Vietnam-veteran 
therapists at the Vet Centers. 

10. The Vietnam veteran is ungrateful and de­
mands to be seen as a hero: False. We are not un­
grateful; we are honest. We received very little. A 
graphic example: In 1945 a Gl's educational bene­
fits included tuition, books, room and board, and 
a monthly stipend of $54. In contrast, a Vietnam 
veteran returning from the war in 1968 received on­
ly a monthly stipend of $130 and no tuition, room, 
board or other benefits. Furthermore, two weeks 
after their return, groundbreaking for a memorial 
to the Iran hostages was completed. Tragically, 10 
years after the end of our war no memorial yet 
stands anywhere to console the hearts of the 
mothers who lost their sons fighting in Vietnam. 

Finally, we do not wish to be seen as heroes be­
cause our heroes died in Vietnam. ~ 

Dave McPeak was a11ached to an artillery unit with the 12th 
Marines in Vietnam from 1967-68. When he returned to the United 
States he was a 20-year-old veteran, and he still didn't have the right to 
vote. 

After Vietn'am, McPeak worked and went to school, receiving a 
B.A., then an M.A . in counseling from the University of West 
Virginia. Since January 1980 he has been a counselor at the Pittsburgh 
Veterans Center, leading groups for Vietnam combat veterans. 

McPeak was inspired to write this editorial by an article by Fields of 
Fire author James Webb (see " What the Vietnam Vet Needs," SOF, 
May 1980). 
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CHARLIE'S 
LAST LAUGH 
by Lee Parsons 

I had been in 'Nam about 10 months 
of my second tour. It was October 

1972, and the American involvement in 
Vietnam was coming to an end. I was as­
signed to the First Regional Assistance 
Co mmand in Da Nang as the NCO IC of 
the Corps Message Center. The job was 
mo stly routine desk work, but 
sometimes invol ved highlights such as 
midnight trips across Da Nang or tree­
top-level fli gh ts as a co urier to advisory 
teams in the field. 

After Henry Kissinger came out with 
hi s "peace-is-at-hand" announcement, 
the problems began, and not only with 
the com munists. The South Vietnamese 
were growing resentful of our ditching 
them, and a simple traffic accident could 
set off a three-day-long incident. We 
began to be even more cautious in our 
dealings with the Vietnamese and on our 
trips through Da Nang, usually in heavy 
traffic. 

We were on a shift change one after­
noon about 1730, and were weaving our 
way from the FRAC HQ to our bar­
racks, a converted hotel on the harbor. 
lt was a beautiful day and families were 
out along the Da Nang River watching 
the fishing boats returning . As usual 
there were wall-to-wall bicycles around 
us, a nd Spec. 4 Conrad, the driver, was 
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ABOUT LEE PARSONS 
Lee Parsons first went to Vietnam 

in November of 1969, serving with 
the Air Cavalry , Troop C, out of 
Pleiku and An Khe. This story took 
place during his second tour, when he 
served with the First Regional 
Assistance Command in the Da Nang 
area. Parsons stayed with the Army 
after Vietnam, and finally left as a 
staff sergeant in 1977 . 

He now lives in Idaho, building 
di sc memory drives for computers 
and, luCkily for us, doing some 
writing as well. This is his first story 
for SOF, and we think it is a fine ac­
count of how one young man di scov­
ered that the war was over. 

trying to avoid them. While helping keep 
an eye on those that were coming along­
side our International Scout, something 
started to bug me; something in the back 
of my mind started to scream danger! as 
the crowd nf bikes swept past when we 
slowed. I tried to keep my M 16 in hand 
(not easy in the passenger side of a 
Scout), but couldn't spot whatever it 
was that told me something was wrong . 

It was then that I looked directly out 
to my right at one particular young man 
on a bike. He was smiling at me - a big, 
warm smile. It seemed to say, "I know 
something you don't know." I knew 
that something wasn't right , but I st ill 
couldn't identify what was wrong about 
him. He looked perfectly normal: about 
18 years old, black pajamas, sandals, 
arm band .... Hey, that was it! The 
arm band! I had glimpsed it in the rear­
view mirror, but I had grown compla­
cent in the big city of Da Nang and it 
hadn't registered as it would have a cou­
ple of years before in the mountains of 
ll Corps. 

I struggled to get the M 16 shouldered 
as the Scout weaved in traffic, my fellow 
passengers wondering what was going 
on. They hadn't seen the arm band 
before and it meant nothing to them. I 
got the rifle out the window , trying to 
bring it to bear on the young man, but 
he quickly disappeared in the traffic , st ill 
smiling. 

Henry Kissinger didn't tell me the war 
was over, nor did President Nixon, nor 
any newspaper. That young man did, on 
a street in Da Nang. His arm band was 
the red, blue, and yellow flag of the 
NV A and his smile at a Scout full of 
American soldiers told it all. 
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BACKUP 
BLADES 

Bigger Isn't Always Better 
by William Vaughn 

LEFT: Single-blade Gerber folder with 31/2-inch blade, a little large for everyday use, but durable, reliable knife with strong 
locking mechanism. CENTER: Al Mar "Hummingbird." This knife is slightly smaller than the "Eagle," but of same high­
quality construction throughout. RIGHT: Famous Buck folding hunter. Too heavy and bulky to qualify as pocket-knife, but 
"old reliable" could have "carved Mount Rushmore." One of the most copied knives ever made. Photo: John Metzger 

William Vaughn is the nom de guerre 
of an Oregon police officer who is 
knowledgeable in the field of edged 
weapons - knives. Jn fact he carries one 
as his backup piece. He is a personal 
friend of famed knifemaker Al Mar -
who endorses the opinions expressed in 
this story. 

SOME time ago, while ruminating 
(read: goofing oft) on things in 

general - and sex and violence in parti­
cular - I wondered why knives are held 
in low esteem by Americans. I finally 
concluded that, with few exceptions, 
Americans have practically no tradition 
of edged weapons except in the hands of 
juvenile delinquents as portrayed in 
movies. 

By the time our ancestors got here and 
began subjugating the indigenous per­
sonnel, firearms were de rigeur and no 
home was complete without one or 
more. We didn't need edged weapons; 
we used cutting tools instead which, 
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while similar, are generally different in 
design and function. 

Nowhere in our history is there a 
brave Highlander with his Claymore 
holding off invading hordes (no, I don't 
mean the mine, I mean the two-handed 
broad sword). About the best we can do 
by way of tradition is Jim Bowie and his 
legendary "Iron Mistress." We also hear 
the occasional reference to the Mountain 
Man and his Green River blade, but that 
was essentially a tool, not a weapon. 
Knives are also mentioned in our several 
little shoot fests, but generally only 
when attached to the end of a rifle; in 
other words, a bayonet. 

Only the bad guys seem to use knives 
(Charlie Manson, Juan Corona, Jack 
the Ripper, et al.). Ever see John Wayne 
use a knife as a weapon? Hell no! He 
throws away his empty gun and hits the 
bad guy in the mouth. How Macho! 
How American! How Stupid! 

A knife is perhaps the most valuable 
tool/weapon going. It's smaller than a 

MAC 10 and quieter than a frag. 
Please understand, I'm a real knife 

enthusiast and I virtually always carry 
one. I usually don't have to use one as a 
weapon 'cuz I wear a gun too ; but a 
good knife is nice to have around should 
the need arise. 

I distinctly remember a would-be 
mugger in San Francisco that got a little 
pale around the mouth when I showed 
him a 2 !/i-inch-long lock-blade folder I 
had in my hand while he was suggesting 
he needed my poke worse than I did. 
Oddly enough, during our discussion , he 
remembered a pressing engagement else­
where . It must have been urgent , be­
cause he left so hurriedly he forgot to 
take my wallet, watch, credit cards, etc. 

When I say knife, at least in this con­
text, I'm not talking about some 12-
inch-long fighting/survival knife. I'm 
talking about that most handy of all im­
plements, the humble pocket knife. I 
realize that no SOFer worth his salt 
would be caught dead without an Arbuc-
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kle, a Randall No. 1 or at least a Kabar, 
but they are a tad conspicuous under a 
suit and, in most parts of the country, 
are considered a concealed weapon. If 
you're going to get something that size 
to stash under your coat as· a concealed 
weapon, just get ·a gun. 

I'm a little too old and conservative to 
carry a switch blade taped to my leg 
(they are illegal around here· anyway) 
and I can't find a decent German para­
chutist's gravity knife (they're also il­
legal), so I !llake do. with three folcling 
knives. The reason for three of them, I 
will explain directly. · 

My No. 1 knife is an old, beat-up sin­
gtk~blade Gerber folder given to mi: by a 
g~'od friend. The blade is 2Y2 inch.es long 
a¥. locks open. This particular design 
ha~ been duplicated by just about every­
bddy in:the world and it's still a good 
orie. The bestpart is that-it's small, flat, 
light and doesn'tspoil the cut of my suit 
trousers. It's .a drop-point design that, 
with: a little practice, can be opened with 
one hand (a real plus in my book). This 
kqife is Strictly a working tool and ·has 
been used and abused for about 10 
years. it's the one I showed the would-be 
mpgger. It has gone through airport 
security all over the world. and never 
even raised the eyebrows of omnipresent 
offieials. · 

Knife No. 2 is the "hunting" model. 
It's a three-jnch blade Buck · folding 
hunter. I've cut up game animals, 
cleaned fish, eaten dinner and done al~ 
most everything else you can think of 
with this knife - and I'm still not fon4 
of it. For starters, it has never fit my 
hand properly.and it's too damn big and 
heavy to qualify.as a true pocket knife. 
If I'm going to carry a sheath knife on 
my belt, I want a lot more knife thi,m 
that. I must give the knife ctedit though: 
It's so massive an<* brutish, I could have 
carved Mt. Rushmbre with it. 

Knife No. 3 is a bit more specialjzed 
than the others. It is a weapon, or at 
least that's why I got it. It's an Al Mat 
Eagle, a four-inch fock blade folder. I 
got it because it fits in my back pocket 
alongsi!;le my wallet and is virtually in­
visible there. The blade has a false edge 
halfway back on top, a point like a nee­
dle, and is sharp enough to shave with. I 
got this knife because I'm a cop and I get 
awfully tired of reading how yet another 
cop was killed with his own gun. If l can 
keep from getting shot for about two 
seconds after some hood gets my gun, 
he's going to get unzipped. This knife is 
my backup system, openable with one 
hand, deadly as a fer-de-lance and reas­
suring to have along when things get 
"dicey.~· 

The blades on these knives are rather 
nar~ow and obviously not designed for 
slaS\\ing, but they are definitely not 
fragile; I'm told there is a man who 
throws these knives through automobile 
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hoods, although that sounds like a poor 
way to stop a car (I'd prefer ·a LAW or a 
BAR). But it at least proves the knife 
can stancl up to abuse for which it was 
never designed. 

Now that I've bored you silly talking 
about my knives I'll make some sugges­
tions based on my experience: 

1. Don't be lured into the sucker trap 
of buying a folding punter for everyday 
carry. They can cause legal problems 
clue to length; they're hard to l).ide and 
uncomfortable to carry; and, besides~ 
why do you need a knife that size for 
everyday use? 

2. Buy an "everyday" knife less than 
three inches in blade length. In most 
jurisdietiorts, ancl almost all airports, 
that still qualifies as a "pocket knife" 
and the security-types won't confiscate 
it. 

3. Unless you plan on using your 
knife in the field, don't bother With a 
triCky belt sheath. Sometimes it's pru­
dent to get rid of anything that looks like a weapon, and a kriife is easy to ditch, 
but that _sheath means you practically 
have to take your trousers off to get rid 
of the thing. 

The Humble 
Pocket Kn~f e 
Is ~ Socially 

Acceptable Weapon 

4. Make sure you can open your knife 
with one hand and, once opened, the · 
blade locks. Multi-bladed non-locking 
knives look neat, but if you can't do it 
with orie blade, ypu most likely can't do 
it at all. Blade locks are imperative! Ever 
had the blade close on your fingers? 
Gosh, that smarts. It can also take you 
out of the fight and get you dead. The 
one possible exception to this is one of 
the "Swiss Army" type knives that are 
virtually a folding tool box. In my opin­
ion, they make poor tool !<its and only 
fair knives, besides being bulky and 
heavy. · 

5. Don't be a cheapskate. Buy abso­
lutely the best knife you can find. A 
good one will shoot hell out of $100, but 
so ·will a parachute, ~nd if you need 
either one, there's no reasonable sub­
stitute for the best available. Remember, 
if a deal souncjs too good to be true, it 
probably isn't. 

6. In point 4, I mentioned a key word 
that I want to return to: fight. I realize a 
little two- to three-inch knife isn't much 
of a ~eapon, but it's 100 percent better 
than nothing. And don't be fooled; you 

can be killed just as dead and just as fast 
with a small knife as a big one. 

The biggest advantage to a small knife 
is that it's concealable. You don't wave 
a three-inch knife around ancl expect to 
scare someone to death with fr. To make . . .t 
it work, you have to get dirty and 'get 
blood on your hands. And if you work it 
right, he'll never see it comiµg - or 
think you're just kidding a:~~u'nd ·;with 
that little thing. If you insist:.Qn go.ing on 
the offensive with a knife, yourean just 
about assume some flake. ~in part your 
haif with a scotch bottle or some other 
"blunt instrument." I think you'd do 
better to hide the knife behind your leg 
or someplace; let him come to you, and 
then start cutting things close to the sur­
face like tendons, veins and arteries. 

A small knife will work as a thrusting 
weapon but not nearly. as well as a big 
one. A small knife will, however, work 
very well dose-in to disable your oppo­
nent so that you may, if you so desire, 
kill him at your leisure. A knife is essen­
tially a defensive weapon or an offensive 
one if used covertly, and I suggest that if 
you find yourself using a knife in a fight, 
you r'emember this advice: "Let him 
come to you and then do him." 

It is not my purpose to try and sell you 
on the "perfect'' pocket knife because I 
don't even know if it exists. A lot de­
pends on what (or whom) you're doing 
aml what the chaaces are of getting 
caught at it. Just remember that the 
humble pocket knife is a valuable, viable 
tool/weapon that is socially ac'ceptable. 

When knife shopping, look for the 
obvious things like fit, finish, smooth 
operation, solid hinge, solid blade lock­
ing and good steel (you may luck out 
and find out )low hard the blade is; I'd 
say 56-60C Rockwell is about right), and 
you might even try for stainless steel for 
ease of maintenance. And, last but not 
least, get something simple to use. If it's 
tricky or trendy or cute or whatever, I 
almost guarantee· the damn thing will 
break or malfunction the first time push 
goes to shove. That kind of a problem 
canlead tQ terminal complications of an 
otherwise simple operation. 

The iast thing your knife needs is chi 
or magic: or it or whatever you choose to 
call it. When you pick it up and close 
your eyes, if you can't see yourself doing 
deeds of awesome skill and bravery with 
your little pocket knife and walking 
away unscathed, you've got the wrong 
knife. A G3 or an FN-FAL is neat, keen 
and groovy, but they're impersonal, A 
knife is about as personal as you can get, 
because you live with it day and night. H 
may be nothing more than a way to pre­
vent dirty fingernails, but if it has that 
little bit of quality in it that gives you 
just the little extra required confidence 
and skill in a crisis, you may live long 
enough to clean your nails a,gain. ~ 
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. I . 

AUGUSTO CESAR . . . . 

SANDINO 
Was Latin America's Romantic 
Revolutionary the 
First Sandinista? 

' 

by Dr. John ~oyt Williams 
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EDITOR'S NOTE: In 1979 a ragtag but 
militarily effective group of guerrillas 
known as Sandinistas overthrew the 
government of Nicaragua and ousted 
President "Tachito" Somoza, known 
even to his friends as "the last Marine. " 

The Sandinistas, or more properly the 
Frente Sandinista de Liberqcion Na­
cional (FSLN), early in the revolution 
and briefly afterward, attracted enough 
diverse elements into their organization 
to conceal their true political nature. 
Not so today as the non-communist 
FSL N elements have been ruthlessly 
purged and even some leftist elements 
have defected. Both factions are current­
ly trying to start a counter-revolution 
from bases in nearby Honduras and 
Costa Rica. 

The hard-core communists who 
planned and organized the revolution 
didn't choose their namesake 
Augusto Cesar Sandino - at random. 
Sandino was a brilliant guerrilla leader, 
developer of insurgent tactics and a 
powerful fo rce in the anti-American 
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International Latin revolutionaries: (left to 
right) Venezuelan Ruben Ardilla Gomez, 
Mexican Jose Paredes, Aµgusto Cesar 
Sandino and Augustin F. Marti. Photo: 
Wide World 

movement which swept through Latin 
America in the 1920s and 1930s: the days 
of banana republics, Marines and "gun­
boat diplomacy. " 

His name was selected for its charis­
matic value and as a rallying point for 
centrists and right-wing elements. 

There is no doubt that Sandino was 
intensely anti-American and that's cer­
tainly a popular rallying point these days 
in Latin America - but did the com­
munists have a valid claim for attaching 
his name to their revolution? 

This story gives an historical basis for 
answering the question: Was Sandino 
principally an ideological revolutionary 
or merely a romantic revolutionary? 
Would Sandino stand with Che Guevara 
or Emiliano Zapata? 

-Jim Graves 

J UST after dawn , 26 Jan uary 1928 , 
wary United States Marines probed 

into the still smo king ruins of El 
Chipote, several of their De Havilland 
bombers roaring protectively overhead. 
They had finall y taken the legendary 
bandit headquarters - a fort ified camp 
squatting atop a volcanic crag wh ich 
jutted above the thick jungles of north­
ern Nicaragua. They had taken very lit­
tle else , however, for they claimed 
neither prisoners, bodies, weapons nor 
supplies. Augusto Cesar Sandino had 
once more slipped away with his men (as 
Carleton Beals, who was there, wrote), 
"leaving the Americans a deserted moun­
tain top as the reward of mon ths on end 
of skillful and cautious approach." 

The first Sandinista was born in 1895 at 
Nicquinohomo, a village in the rustic nor­
thern province of Nueva Segovia near the 
Honduran border . Illegitimate son of a 
middle-class farmer and an Indian 
woman , Augusto Cesar Sandino worked 
for his father before buying his 
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own farm and beginning a grain-pur­
chasing business. The clever young man 
was prosperous by rural standards be­
fore the age of 20 and knew and loved 
the land and the people he encountered 
while buying grain. 

Sandino also learned to hate Ameri­
cans. Frorri 1912 to 1925 and again from 
1926 to 1933 Nicaragua was an Ameri­
ca~ client state, occupied and policed by 
machos: American Marines. Sandino 
bristled at the indignity of being 
searched by the foreigners who had 
draggeq the mutilated body of Liberal 
Pf!rty · hero Benjamin Zeledon through 
the streets of Nkquinohomo. Marines 
~[Id Nicaraguan troops h<!d displayed 
fhe body, but - like most of his coun­
trymen - Sandino believed that U.S. 
Marine Maj. Smedley Butler liad or­
dered the. killing. 

Along with many nationalistic Nicar­
aguans Sandino was ins4lted and ·infur­
iared when the United States took over 
the Nicaraguan banking and credit sys­
tem. Drastically reduced credit may have 
introduced some order to the chaotic 
economy, but there was a price. Hun­
drec,ls of small farmers who owned their 
own land were dispossessed. Broke an<l 
landless, Sandino took a job in an 
American-owned gold mine, but his 
anger with Yanquis led him north. 

Sandino worked as he traveled 
through Hondurc,1s and Guatemala until 
he reached Mexico, where - in order to 
keep ·eating - he once again sought 
work with Americans. He took a job in 
Tampico, working for Standard Oil of 
Indiana. 

The job experience was not wasted, 
since Sandino met Mexican radicals 
from the labor unions that contracted 
labor even for such bastions of Ameri­
can economic colonialism. Working 
with the Mexicans, Sandino learned of 
further American abuse of their neigh­
bors in the form of Americaµ invasions 
of Mexico, bu( he also saw the dignity 
and worth of the Iµdian farmers who 
waged successful guerrilla campaigns 
against the Colossus of the North . · 

While Sandino labored for Standard 
Oii , Nicaraguan politi~s, always ex­
plosive, reached critical mass as Liberals 
and Conservatives again went for each 
others' throats. The United States, 
always more comfortable with Conser­
vatives, had managed to install the pliant 
General Diaz as president in 1925·, but as 
soon as the Marine occupation force 
evacuated the country, toe Liberals 
began a massive revolt with all the ear­
marks of a nasty civil war. So successful 
were the Liberals in the field that 
American Marines returned to Nica­
ragua in 1926 to protect" United States 
property · and citizens, and · guarantee 
Conservative rule. 

Learning of the new revolution, San­
dino returned to his native land, gath­
ered about 100 volunteers in Nueva 
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Segovia, and begged Liberal chief, Juan 
B. Sacasa, for arms. · With 40 rifles 
(mostly American-made Enfields and 
Model 1918 Berettas) and a ·box of am­
munition, Augusto Cesar Sandino took 
the field. 

After a series of minor but successful 
campaigns in the north, Sand"ino's name 
was well known to both Nicaraguans 
and Amerkans. Despite his inexper­
ien·ce, he was proving to be a master of 
small-unit tactics. As 1927 dawned, 
however, President <:::oolidge sent ace 
diplomatic trouble-shooter (and soon to 
be Secretary of State) Henry Stimson to 
Nicaragua to work out a c.ompromise to 
stabilize the country. By the time that 
gentleman stepped ashore, there were 
enough Marines in Nicaragua to consti­
tute the 2,500-man 2nd Brigade, under 
Brig. Gen . Logan Feland. Also present 
was Marine Observation Squadron I 
(under Maj. Russ Rowell), whose pilots 
were already doing more bombing than 
observing. . . 

Stims9·n, through cajolery, threat and 
modest bribery, worked a miracle. in 
May 1927, virtually every Liberal and 
Co.nservative leader signed the Peace of 
Tipitapa. This document called for the 
Conservative president to continue in of~ 
fice for one year, until fafr elections -
supervised by Americans - could be 
held. The machos would disarm both 
sides, maintain law and ·order, and cre­
ate, train and in pa'.rt officer a small, 
professional Guardia Nacional, which 
would be above politics and not identi­
fied with any political party. Coolidge 

Macho displays battle trophy: captured 
home-made Sandinista flag. 
Photo: Wide World 

Sandinista Gen. Manuel Maria Jiron was 
captured by U.S. Marine patrol 3 February 
1929. Photo: USMC 
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immediately authorized th e sale to the 
Guardia of 3,000 Krag rifles, 200 
Browning .30-caliber machine guns and 
3,000,000 rounds of ammo at bargain 
prices . 

From the northern hills , Sandino de­
nounced both political parties as lackeys 
of the United States and vowed to go on 
fighting both foreigners and corrupt pol­
iticians until Nicaragua was free. Alone 
of the rebel chiefs Augusto Cesar San­
dino would fight on . 

Annoyed, Gen. Feland dispatched a 
battalion of the 5th Marines and some 
Nicaraguan auxiliaries, with air cover, to 
march north and silence Sandino and his 
estimated 150 "bandits," not under­
standing that Sandino commanded not 
only a handful of rebels, but also the 
respect and loyalty of the people of the 
north . 

Moving into rebel territory, the Ma­
rine columns left a 50-man garrison in 
the town of Ocotal to guard communica­
tions and perhaps to bait Sandino . Hav­
ing called up several hundred sym­
pathizers from the immediate region to 
reinforce his tiny army, the rebel leader 
decided to attack. 

Just after midnight, 16 July, Sandino 
attacked Ocotal with an estimated 500 
men, showering the garrison's quarter of 
the town with rifle fire augmented by 
two captured machine guns. All through 
the night his raw guerrilleros poured vo­
luminous but inaccurate fire into 
Ocotal. The astonished, but unhurt, 
Marine garrison responded with ex­
cellent fire control and unnerving 
marksmanship. As dawn broke, the Ma­
rines refused a demand for surrender, 
and about 0900, several De Havilland 
bombers swooped out of the clouds. 
They had been alerted by an observation 
plane which had accidentally spotted the 
battle, and the Marine pilots attacked 
three times that day. Twenty-five-pound 
fragmentation bombs and strafing deci­
mated, terrified and disorganized the 
rebels. The Marine fliers won the first 
land victory ever decided by airpower. 
Sandino retreated so swiftly that he left 
56 corpses around Ocotal, and it is 
estimated that at least I 00 of his men 
were wounded, mostly from the air at­
tacks. The Marine garrison suffered only 
one killed and five wounded. 

The bulk of the 5th Battalion was 
soon hot on Sandino's trail, searching 
also for his rumored headquarters at El 
Chipote . On 19 September, part of San­
dino' s force was routed in a short, sharp 
fight at Telpaneca, the last time that 
Sandinista forces would openly confront 
major enemy units . 

Early in October, a Marine airplane 
was downed in the jungles by Sandinista 
fire. The pilot and gunner were tried on 
Sandino's orders for atrocities, found 
guilty and promptly executed. This act 
enraged Marines, but villages had been 
hit without warning, mule trains strafed 
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Jenny biplane, though designed as trainer, 
dropped bombs on Nicaraguan rebels in 

U.S. Mail headed for home from Nicaragua 
guarded by Marines carrying Ml911 .45 
pistol and .30-'06 BAR in configuration 
much like original Browning design: full­
auto shoulder or hip-fired weapon for 
assault use. Photo: USMC 

Originally farmer and small businessman, 
Sandino is honored - and armed -
celebrity at 1930 inauguration of Mexican 
President Pascual Ortiz Rubio. Photo: 
Wide World 

some of world's first air support missions. 
Photo: Wide World 

,, 
and the "hearts and minds " of the civil­
ian population alienated . The more 
death and destruction the Marines un­
leashed from the skies, the more San­
dino grew in stature and his treatment of 
downed fliers as murderers satisfied his 
people's demand for justice. 

Due to American airpower and his 
own lack of heavy weaponry, Sandino's 
concept of guerrilla warfare and his tac­
tics evolved and became more sophisti­
cated . Not only did he avoid convention­
al battles, but he decentralized his com­
mand. He divided his men into a number 
of "columns," each with its own area of 
operations and commander, and each 
expected to be self-sufficient. From a 
shifting headquarters - normally re­
mote from the actual fighting - he 
would direct and orchestrate campaigns. 
He correctly realized that he was of too 
great symbolic value to be risked in com­
bat. His columns were themselves subdi­
vided into "patrols" of from 15 to 50 
men, and these in some cases into 
"squads" of five to IO guerrillas. In 
some areas, the rebels grew and pro­
duced their own food side by side with 
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the local peasants - excellent propagan­
da. On the move, food was "requisi­
tioned" from the wealthiest of the 
farmers or purchased from peasants 
with cash extorted from the rich. 

Communications were by means of 
runners - commonly young boys and 
girls - and trails were often cut or hol­
lowed out of the jungle parallel to ex­
isting ones known to American pilots 
and Marines . It was not uncommon to 
have a platoon of machos marching 
along a trail just 20 yards from an invisi­
ble Sandinista unit. 

When facing Marines or the Guardia, 
Sandino relied on ambush rather than 
siege, and his officers were ordered to 
retreat immediately if the enemy with­
stood the initial volley of fire. Not a 
learned theorist, Sandino intuitively 
grasped the concept of minimal-risk ex­
posure for his fragile guerrilla bands. 
This was wise, for by mid-1928 there 
were 4,600 Marines in Nicaragua and 
some 30 military aircraft (amphibians, 
Fokker transports, Vought Corsairs, 
Curtis Falcons and De Havillands). 

He also understood that when am­
bushing an enemy column it is ·wise to 
permit him a recognizable, open line of 
retreat, so that he does not feel trapped 
and doomed, and succumb to the 
"fight-or-die syndrome." It is far bet­
ter, he realized, to demoralize the enemy 
rather than make him fight with his back 
to the wall. 

A column of Marines and Guardia 
about 200 strong ran into a major San­
dinista force on the Jic.aro River, near 
Quilali, on 30 December. The column 
was marching toward El Chipote -
which was being routinely bombed -
when they collided with the rebels and, 
outnumbered, they retreated to Quilali 
with some 30 wounded. The rebels soon 
had the small town surrounded and un­
der siege, but once again, Maj. Rowell's 
planes came to the rescue. In addition to 
bombing and strafing Sandinista posi­
tions, the Marine aircraft used the dusty 
main street as a landing strip, evacuating 
wounded and bringing in ammo and 
supplies. The rebels were helpless to do 
more than tear a few holes in the wing 
fabric with their rifles. 

When Marine reinforcements arrived, 
the guerrillas melted into their hills, San­
dino slipped across the border into sym­
pathetic Honduras to purchase weapons 
and rest his men, and the Americans 
took the empty "fortress" of El 
Chipote. 

In February 1928, Sandino recrossed 
into Nicaragua with a large number of 
foreigners in his ranks. Most of these 
were Latin American, but two Marine 
deserters were among them. Calling his 
revolutionary forces ''the soul and 
nerves of the Fatherland and the race," 
Sandino became a phantom, striking 
specific targets only when he saw fit and 
evaporating when major Marine/ Guar-
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dia forces were sent against him . Like 
George Washington he could take a 
small, hard-core column into an area 
and flesh it out with hundreds of sym­
pathizers for a special operation. Those 
part-time guerrillas would remain be­
hind in their role as peasants when the 
rebel column moved on. 

Had Sandino access to more arms he 
could have placed a dozen large columns 
in the field, for Carleton Beals was not 
exaggerating when he wrote, "If San­
dino had arms he could raise an army of 
10,000 men by snapping his fingers." As 
it was, even his most experienced units 
were armed with an odd collection of 
Krags, Enfields, Berettas, Mausers and 
shotguns. As time went on, however, his 
forces acquired an increasing number of 
Browning Automatic Rifles, Thompson 
submachine guns and Browning light 
machine guns. These were captured 
from raids on Guardia posts, from 
Guardia deserters and from dead Ma­
rines - but Sandino never acquired 
them in great quantity. 

The Marines and the Guardia tended 
to fight conventionally, moving in large 
columns which were, by nature, road­
bound. The many garrisons merely im­
mobilized more good American troops. 
Foreshadowing Mao's dictum that a 
guerrilla should be like a fish in water, 
Sandino and his men operated freely 
among their people, who gladly helped 
him with recruits, food, intelligence and 
sanctuary. 

There. were a few Americans, how­
ever, who learned how to best wage 
guerrilla war and they did so by becom-

Machos - "he-men" - is what the 
Nicaraguans called the Marines who 
controlled their politics through much o f 
the early 20th century. Campaign hats, 
leggings and lanyarded M 1911 Colt are 
standard WWI issue - but submachine gun 
is 1928 Thompson, first carried into battle 
as issue weapon during Sandinista 
campaign. Photo: USMC 

ing guerrillas themselves, often with the 
disapproval of the high brass. Among 
these unusual men was the legendary 
Capt. Merrit ("Red Mike") Edson, who 
later commanded a Marine Raiders bat­
talion in WWII. 

Edson finally won permission in 
mid-1928 to lead patrols of selected men 
along the malarial Coco River, deep in 
Sandino territory. Traveling light, Ed­
son 's small units plunged deep into the 
swampy jungle, popping up where no 
American was expected by the rebels. 
Resupplied by free-fall airdrop, Edson 
kept pressure on the Sandinistas, sur­
prising a few of their smaller camps and 
depots, forcing the enemy to keep mov­
ing. Both insurgent and Marine losses 
were light, but the guerrillas were 
thrown off balance, deprived of secure 
bases, forced to change operational 
timetables and somewhat demoralized. 

Later, in 1932, when American public 
opinion had soured on the intervention, 
similar tactics were used by another 
Marine Corps legend. Lt. Lewis B. 
("Chesty") Puller, with the rank of cap­
tain in the Guardia, selected one other 
American and some 30 rural Guardias 
for long-range penetration work. Com-
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pany M, its few supplies carried by a 
dozen mules, cut itself adrift from the 
conventional military for months at a 
time. 

Careful to placate local civilians, fa­
miliar with the terrain, often traveling 
overland and at night, Company M 
frayed the nerves of more than one San­
dinista commander and upped the body 
cou nt - on one occasion fighting four 
skirmishes in IO days and killing at least 
30 rebels. A Marine Corps post-mortem 
on the campaign as a whole belatedly 
acknowledged Puller' s tactics and as­
serted that if a Company M could have 
dogged the heels of each of Sandino's 
eight major columns, the Marines might 
have won. A recent study by counter-in­
surgency expert Neill Macaulay agrees, 
noting, "Wars against guerrillas are won 
by de-escalating them into wars of patrol 
actions." 

Unfortunately, the brass in th e field 
regarded the activities of Edson and 
Puller only as interesting experiments. 

Ironically, Sandino's most significant 
defeat was political. Despite promises to 
the contrary, he utterly failed to disrupt 
and discredit the national elections of 
1928 and after. More than 1,000 heavily 
armed Marines and at least as many 
Guardia served as highly efficient poll­
watchers, and in November, Gen. Mon­
cada, an ex-revolutionary Liberal, was 
elected. 

This was quite a blow to the rebel, and 
he slipped out of Nicaragua and traveled 
to Mexico, seeking arms and financial 
suppo rt from the anti-American govern­
ment there. For the year he was in Mex­
ico (mostly in Merida), his movement 
languished at home, many of his men ac­
cepting the government's lenient amnes­
ty program. "Banditry" declined so 
much, in fact, that in late 1929, the 11th 
Marine Regiment sailed for the United 
States and deactivation. 

While he did generate superb propa­
ganda from Mexico and won private do­
nations and foreign recruits, Sandino 
received no official help from the Mex­
ican government and clashed with the 
communists, who had hoped to claim 
him as one of their own. As a front-line 
soldier fighting against the forces of im­
perialism , Moscow saw Sandino as a 
foot in the door of the Western Hemi­
sphere. Accordingly, at the 1928 Sixth 
Congress of the Communist Internation­
al in Moscow, a special resolution hon­
ored the Nicaraguan "Patriot." By the 
time he visited Mexico, however, he had 
publicly declared his distrust of com­
munism and announced that he owed no 
debts to any foreign ideology. Robert J. 
Alexander wrote of the men in the 
Kremlin: "They tried to 'capture' him , 
and when they finally failed to do so, 
they turned violently against him ," ac­
cusi ng Sandino of "counter-produc­
tive, infantile violence." 

Sandino' s appeal was to the romanti_c, 
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not the ideological, revolutionary . He 
played upon common Latin American 
strings of anti-Americanism, anti-imper­
ialism and economic and political free­
dom. This is why alone of 20th-century 
guerrilla movements , his attracted sup­
porters from all over the hemisphere. 
Hi s demands were disarmingly simple, 
first a ppearing in an article by Carleton 
Beals in The Nation, in February 1928. 
Sandino claimed that he would cease his 
activities entirely if: 

A) All foreign military forces evacu­
ated Nicaragua. 

B) A civilian provisional president was 
appointed who had never been president 
or had run previously for the office. 

C) Honest presidential elections were 
later held under the supervision of Latin 
American observers. 

Under increasing domestic and for-

POLYMATH 
John Hoyt Williams earned hi s 

Ph .D. from the University of Florida 
in 1969 and is professor of Latin 
American History and Inter-Ameri­
can Relations at Indiana State Uni­
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Argentina during the Napoleonic 
wars, the Paraguayan revolution, 
Madeira wine, the Manila galleon 
trade and Tae Kwon Do. Journals 
edited by Dr. Williams include Amer­
icas, Handbook of Latin American 
Studies (published by the Library of 
Congress), Canadian Review and 
Studies in Nationalism. 

- Bill Guthrie 

eign pressure to withdraw from Nicarag­
ua, President Hoover announced late in 
his term that all U.S. troops would leave 
that country in early 1933, following 
new national elections, which they were 
to police. 

By this time, the war had stabilized 
... almost ritualized. Sandino was left 
relatively unmolested in the northern 
third of the country. He made no at­
tempt to conquer more territory, con­
tenting himself with sizable raiding ex­
peditions along both coasts, increasingly 
selecting ranches, plantations and mines 
owned by North Americans as targets. 
This replenished his treasury, kept him 
in world headlines , won the kudos of 
anti-Americans everywhere and allowed. 
him to quietly build up his strength. 
Ironically , it was at this stage that San­
dino most resembled a bandit in his 
operations. 

In 1930 and 1931, the Guardia Na­
cional was fully shaped, built to a 
strength of over 2,000 men, trained, 
armed and officered by a small number 
of Marine officers and NCOs. Increas­
ingly, counter-insurgency was turned 

over to the Guardia, whose top-ranking 
native officer was Anastacio Somoza 
Debayle. It was becoming a credible 
force in its own right. 

As Marine strength was cut back, 
Americans served more and more as gar­
rison troops, while the Guardia took to 
the field offensively. 

With the war "Nicaraguanized," the 
elections of 1932 were held in relative 
tranquility. Sandino's one major attack 
during the election period was a disaster. 
A force of more than JOO Sandinistas at­
tacked a train carrying arms along a 
newly inaugurated rail line. Unfor­
tunately for the rebels, aboard were 
"Chesty" Puller and Company M. 
Thirty-one insurgent corpses littered the 
right-of-way as the train rumbled past. 

On New Year's day, 1933, Liberal 
Juan B. Sacasa, the man who had given 
Sandino his first guns, was swo rn in as 
president with much pomp and ceremo­
ny. Twenty-four hours later, the last 
companies of Marines sailed from Cor­
into on a creaking, leased freighter. 
Within a month, through intermediar­
ies, Sandino and Sacasa worked out a 
preliminary accord fo r an end to the 
struggle. An agreement was subsequent­
ly signed ending the insurrection. 
Augusto Cesar Sandino disbanded his 
forces - save for a 200-man bodyguard 
- recognized the Sacasa government 
and received permission to create a large 
farmers' cooperative on government 
land along the Coco River. 

The Sandino rebellion was over, but 
there was one man, new Guardia jefe 
Anastacio Somoza, who wanted to guar­
antee it. A man of overwhelming ambi­
tion, Somoza trusted neither rebels nor 
politicians, and as commander of the 
only military force in Nicaragua, he was 
determined to liquidate both. In Febru­
ary 1934, in a carefully planned opera­
tion, a picked squad of Guardia troops 
captured Sandino as he emerged from a 
dinner with President Sacasa. He was 
murdered . 

Somoza denied complicity, swearing 
to apprehend those responsible. Instead, 
he simply bided his time, built up the 
Guardia more, and in 1936 took over the 
nation in a coup. He ruled Nicaragua 
with an iron fist - and United States ap­
proval - until he himself was gunned 
down in 1961 and his sons took over . In 
the 1960s and 1970s, Anastacio Junior 
("Tachito") found himself rel iving his­
tory as a rebel organization called the 
"Sandinista Front" slowly grew in size 
and energy. After years o f vicious fight­
ing in the small towns and countryside, 
the Sandinistas triumphed in 1979. Even 
though the successful rebels relied heavi­
ly upon Cuban support and are fast 
sliding to the totalitarian Left, Augusto 
Cesar Sandino would have appreciated 
their sincerely expressed belief that 
"Tachito" Somoza "was simply the last 
Marine."~~ 
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New Ideas 
On Combat 

The world's armies' cook kits: (left to right) French , Italian, English, German, 
Korean and Japanese. Skeleton-key shaped handle under Japanese kit is copied by 
Thai , Vietnamese, Cambodian, Korean and Chinese armies and fits all their cook 
kits. Better than bail for use in fire. 

e 
• SINCE the beans and bacon days of 

the U.S . Army, the Army mess kit 
and griping about it have been two con­
stants in an otherwise rapidly changing 
world. The bottom was designed to fry 
meat and the top became a divided tray 
to hand-carry through mess lines. It 
worked that way, but now we mainly 
heat ration cans and the kit doesn't do 
that well . Furthermore, the American 
soldier in Vietnam often found himself 
cooking foraged food, and if it couldn't 
be fried he was in trouble. The raw 
grains that feed most of the rest of the 
world are real hard to fry . 

When the American grunt tried to 
heat C-rats by the fi re - since his can­
teen cup wasn't big enough to boil them 
and the fry-pan was too shallow - he 
threw two-thirds away. The bottom was 
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burnt, the middle was hot and the top 
was cold . 

A new Army mess kit, one designed 
with cooking in mind, would have many 
benefits, not the least of which would be 
eliminating hard, heavy cans from the 
infantryman's pack. The Army already 
has the basic rations for this system: 
Long Range Patrol freeze-dried foods. 
We had them in 'Nam, but they had 
their own problems. Once again, these 
problems were caused by the cook kit. 

The favorite water boiler of the stuff 
provided by the Army was the canteen 
cup. We had to use it because the rest of 
the kit didn't work at all. The canteen 
cup worked poorly because its narrow 
bottom and silver surface didn't give 
much area for heat absorption and re­
flected most of the heat that hit the cup. 

Cuisine 

Text & Photos 
by Larry Dring 

Also, when some heat did manage to get 
into the water you automatically lost 
part of that heat through the uncovered 
top . Any housewife can tell you how 
much longer it takes to boil something 
without a lid . 

What I would like to suggest to the 
Army and the individual soldier would 
be a real cook kit. Developing a good 
C-rat boiler can't answer the grunt's 
problem, because boiled C-rat cans are 
little bombs. 

Army medical accident reports are fu ll 
o f accounts of injuries from exploding 
ration cans. They explode in fires, they 
explode in pots of boiling water, and 
they even explode when you've got them 
out of whatever heats them and you're 
trying to open them . 
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American soldiers have long known 
that their allies' and enemies' mess kits 
cook better than the Army's. There's lit­
tle reason to go into too much detail on 
what the different cook kits are like: The 
interesting thing is how similar they all 
are. The European kits almost all have a 
big pot. The pot will hold two full 
C-ration cans or four smail ones. In case· 
the soldier does use the pot to boil cans, 
he piles the cans in a wire or perforated 
metal holder with a bail handle and 
lowers them into the water in the pot. 
Heat is retained and, to a certain extent, 
the men are protected from exploding 
cans by a lid that fits over the pot and 
the can-holding insert. 

The Asians use the same rig, but they 
have two level marks on the side of the 

LARRY DRING: 
SOLDIER OF LUCK 

There's no I-?Oint in trying to give 
Dring a biography here. He's been 
too many people in too many places 
at too many times. If you really want 
to know who he is check SOF's Feb­
ruary, March and April '82 issues. 

Having an active man's contempt 
for equivocation before a hostile au­
dience, Larry's business card pro­
claims him to be: "World Traveller, 
Adventurer, Assassin, Thug, Hired 
Killer, Gunman at Large LAW­
RENCE W. DRING, Soldier of For­
tune Specializing in Civil Wars. For 
Revolutions and Coups, Large or 
Small, Foreign and Domestic Call In­
dochina Special Forces Co. and 
Jungle Fighters Association Ltd." 

Besides having a running engage­
ment as a stand-up comic of the gris­
ly, Dring has also been ·a captain in 
the Special Forces, Minister of Agri­
culture for the Republic of Korea for 
about three minutes and the loyal and 
loving ·husband of the nurse who 
cared for him when h"e had six inches 
of femoral artery shot away in a gun­
fight in Vietnam. Of course, the 
perpetrator did not escape. 

Shot and gushing blood from the 
ripped-open inside of his thigh, Larry 
clung to consciousness long enough to 
feed the VC a magazine from his Ml 
carbine. When he came to, he com­
plained that he was losing his touch 
and was sure that Charlie had got 
away, because no matter how many 
times Dring shot him the Cong kept 
moving across the pavement, even 
after falling over. The medics who 
cleaned ·up the mess Dring had left 
assured him that the job was done, 
and that it was perfectly normal for 
1;ven a corpse to move every time it is 
h'it with a bullet at a range of 10 feet. 

Insofar as SOF has a coherent edi­
torial policy, it is our policy to ap­
prove of that kind of soldier. 

- Bill Guthrie 
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German kit on left, Korean on right, 
Japanese in center with four smal! ration 
cans inside and pot handle attached. 

pot that are not on the European kits . 
These marks are there in case Mom 
didn't teach a guy to boil rice before he 
left home. You put rice in to the low 
mark, add water to the high mark and 
put it over the fire. Even a Marine could 
do it. 

You can not only cook in these kits, 
but putting C-rat cans in water and 
heating the covered water pan just to a 
boil is the safest and most effective way 
of heating canned rations. These kits 
will do that. When you 're done, no 
water is wasted. It becomes coffee, tea, 
shaving water or can even be used to 
wash what little dirt may get on the pot. 

The Army issue pot ought to be 
roughly modeled on the other major ar­
mies' cook kits. It can be oblong or it 
can be kidney-shaped, as long as it has a 
can-holding insert that's big enough for 
two big or four little ration cans and has 
a lid . The corners on the oblong kits may 
be harder to clean, but there's not really 
that much difference . 

There really wouldn't be much differ­
ence in cleaning if the kit were coated on 
the inside with some non-stick surface. 
I'm not a chemist, so I don't know 
which one would work best. Teflon® is a 
little delicate, but it works . I've also 
heard that if it gets burnt the flakes that 
come off the coating are high in poison­
ous fluorine compounds. I don't think 
anybody has died from it, yet. But that's 
no problem. We don't need to use it. 
There are lots of sturdy coatings that 
don't burn as easily . Imagine, fellow 
graduates of Combat Infantry, if you'd 
been able to wipe your cooking mistakes 
out of your canteen cup. But then you 
wouldn't have all those tender memories 

of sand and sticks and raw finger tips. 
There's one other big advantage to 

coated aluminum cookware: Any alumi­
num in your food is too much. But 
that's not all that gets in it from the 
aluminum alloys used in cheap pots. I 
don't know where the Army gets their 
aluminum, but there 's a lot of imported 
aluminum around with lead in it and 
that's even worse. Non-stick coatings 
keep the metals from getting into the 
water you boil. It's really not that much 
of a problem with water, as long as it 's 
not stored 'in an aluminum pot, but acid 
liquids change that. The acids in fruit, 
juices, vinegar, alcoholic beverages and 
even high)y seasoned foods all help dis­
solve that aluminum and whatever else is 
in the pot into whatever you' re cooking. 
A non-stick coat would almost stop that. 

The next thing that would give our Ar­
. my the best cook kit in the world would 
be to paint it. The shiny aluminum re­
flects the heat you're trying to get into 
the water. That's dumb . Black would be 
the best color, and black, heat-resistant 
stove-paint in an aerosol can could be 
issued for touch-up . Of course, any dark 
color would do, and with all the dif­
ferent kinds of heat-resistant paint 
around these days, you could camou­
flage the pots, too. Even if light-colored 
desert camouflage had to be used, it 
doesn't reflect nearly as much heat as 
the mirror-like bottom of a metal pot. 

If we had a real kit, I bet that soldiers 
would carry it, instead of throwing away 
everything but the canteen cup. My cook 
kit would work, it would save money 
from "lost" materiel and it would in­
crease the American grunt's chances of 
surviving in the bush. I wish I'd had it 
during my years in recon on various 
sides of various borders in the Southeast 
Asian War Games. ·yz 

SOUll!m 01' FOll'l'IJNE 41 



KOKALIS' 
CZECH 
MATE 
Fan Mail From Behind 
The Iron Curtain 

10 May 1982 

D EAR Mr. Kokalis: 
I have read March '82 issue of SOF 

which was smuggled into my country . 
It could be interesting for you to know 

that not United States only are trying to 
hide origin o f their makes . Here is the 
most recent 7 .62x51 ammo marking o f 
Czechoslovakian manufacture: 

RED LACQiiER SEALING 

It is brass-cased and manufactured in 
huge quantities for export. For your fur­
ther information: .223 martial ammo is 
currently made in this country. It is sup­
plied, for instance, to Cambodia. That 
country uses it for its M16AI rifles sup­
plied by Vietnam. The .223 ammo is 
Berdan-primed, but Boxer-primed am­
mo can also be produced using primers 
of West German origin. Manufacture of 
CS Boxer primers is being prepared. 

On the page 76 of the March ' 82 SOF, 
there is a very interesting mention on the 
proposed M16A2 rifle. It forced me to 
make a few notes: 

It is surprising that U.S. Army wants 
to improve M16Al which is without any 
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doubt of inferior and complicated 
design and cannot be improved, I be­
lieve. Technical and tactical disadvan­
tages of the rifle are basic and it is not 
possible to solve them with a few cos­
metic changes. The gas system of the rif­
le can be best described as a combination 
of a central heating and a steam engine 
rather than rugged and simple heart of 
the service rifle. Also combination of 
charging handle and forward-assist as­
sembly is true monument of design in­
competency when compared with strong 
cocking handle of AK and others. 

From tactical point o ( view, the 
M 16A 1 has some serious drawbacks: 
• Complicated gas system supports 

fouling and leads to functional unre­
liability; 

• those cavities and curved surfaces in­
side bolt-carrier group hardly can be 
kept clean under field conditions; 

• folding stock cannot be designed at 
all. · 

It is a sad fact that nation with such 
great firearm tradition has selected such 
poor weapons for its armed forces. 

Perhaps it would be of your interest to 
know that extensive tests were carried in 
this country with M 16s captured in Viet­
nam . Conclusion: " ... Not reliable 
weapon prone to stoppages of compli­
cated design which cannot be properly 
maintained under combat conditions." 
And " ... when military value of the new 
Soviet AK-74 is 1, then value of M 16 is 
somewhere between 0.7 and 0.8." Ttius 
far this is official evaluation. 

Knowing that M 16A I is criticized in 
the USA, too, I believe an article on this 
topic would be interesting for the read­
ers of SOF magazine . It could also be a 
part of effort to prevent issue of M I 6A2 
rifle. 

Motherland of great J.M . Browning 
deserves a better rifle, I think. 

Yours truly 
Name Withheld 
Czechoslovakia 

Soldier of Fortune is smuggled into a 
number of communist countries and it 
pleases us no end that we are so despised 
by the masters of these slave states. For 
obvious reasons, I cannot identify the 
author of this most interesting letter sent 
to me from Czechoslovakia, but he ap­
pears to be highly placed in the Czech 
armament industry. 

His comments are fascinating and re­
veal some interesting intelligence data. 
That Czechoslovakia manufactures ball 
ammunition in caliber 7.62x5lmm 
NA TO has been known for more than a 
decade. Bulgaria does as well, and 
7.62mm NATO ammo from both of 
these Com bloc countries was commonly 
supplied to the PLO in Lebanon. Ho w­
ever, previous lots of Czech ammo in 
this caliber were heads/amped "Z V " 
and "7, 62" along with the date of man­
ufacture. To drop the country of origin 
and change over to the sporting-caliber 
designation, " .308," may indicate the 
Czechs are now manufacturing larger 
quantities than they care to admit. 

Even more interesting is the informa­
tion that Czechoslovakia now produces 
ball ammunition in caliber 5.56mm 
NA TO. This is not commonly held 
knowledge in the Western world. How 
disgusting to learn that the West Ger­
mans, whom we have subsidized ever 
since the end of WWII, are more than 
willing to provide munitions compon­
ents to a communist country that is a 
demonstrated supplier of the imple­
ments of war to the world's leftist terror­
ist organizations. It's not particularly 
surprising though, as the West Germans 
have been playing footsie with their 
Com bloc neighbors for some time now. 

The statement that Cambodia uses 
M J 6A 1 rifles supplied by Vietnam opens 
up an intriguing can of worms. How 
many M 16 rifles has Colt produced? 
How many Ml6 rifles were abandoned 
in Vietnam? How many Ml6 rifles have 
been given to countries such as Israel? 
Colt claims to have manufactured no 
more than 4.5 million. Yet, recent 
specimens I have personally examined 
carried serial numbers well over the 9.5 
million mark. I do not believe that Colt 
arbitrarily skipped five million serial 
numbers. 

Continued on page 103 
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Vietnam Lost on Front Pages 
Not In Front Lines 

I N the early 1960s, when the Vietnam 
War became a big story, most foreign 

correspondents assigned to cover the 
story wrote primarily to win the ap­
probation of the crowd, above all their 
own crowd. As a result, in my view, the 
self-proving system of reporting they 
created became ever further detached 
from political and military realities 
because it instinctively concentrated on 
its own self-justification. 

The· American press, naturally domi­
nant in an "American war," somehow 
felt obliged to be less objective than par­
tisan, to take sides, for it was inspired by 
the "investigative" r~porting that 
burgeoned in the United States in these 
impassioned years. The press was in­
stinctively "agin the government" -
and, at least reflexively, for Saigon's 
enemies. 
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bv Robert Elegant 

Pulitzer-Prize-winning photo illustrates 
media impact on reality of war: Press 
coverage showed only South Vietnamese 
officer's execution of unarmed civilian, 
omitting fact that victim was head of VC 
murder squad, responsible for killing RVN 
soldiers, policemen and their families during 
Tet '68, and that officer had been in 
combat for more than 24 hours, directing 
defense of Saigon. Photo: Wide World 

During the latter half of the 15-year 
American involvement in Vietnam the 
media became the primary battlefield . Il­
lusory events reported by the press as 
well as real events within the press corps 
were more decisive than the clash of 
arms or the contention of ideologies. 
For the first time· in modern history, the 
outcome of a war was 'determined not on 
the battlefield, but on the printed page 

and, above all, on the television screen . 
Looking back coolly, I believe it can 

be said (surprising as it may still sound) 
that South Vietnamese and American 
forces actually won the limited military 
struggle. They virtually crushed the Viet 
Cong in the South, the "native" guer­
rillas who were directed , reinforced and 
equipped from Hanoi ; and thereafter 
they threw back the invasion by regular 
North Vietnamese divisions. Nonethe­
less, the war was finally lost to the in­
vaders after the U .S. disengagement be­
cause the political pressures built up by 
the media haq made it quite impossible 
for Washington to maintain even the 
minimal material and moral support that 
would have enabled the Saigon regime to 
continue effective resistance . 

Since I am considering causes rather 
than effects, the demoralization of the 
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West, particularly the United States, 
that preceded and followed the fall of 
South Vietnam is beyond the scope of 
this article . It is, however, int.eresting to 
wonder whether Angola, Afghanistari 
and Iran would have occurred if Saigon 
had not fallen amid ne·arly universal 
odium - that is to say, if the "Vietnam 
Syndrome," for which the · p.ress (in my 
view) was largely responsible, had not 
afflicted the Carter administration and 
paralyzed American will. On the credit 
side , largely despite the press, the Peo­
ple's Republic· of China would almost 
~ertainly· not have purged itself of the 
Maoist· doctrine of "worldwide libera­
tion through people's war" arid, later, 
would not have come to blows with 
Hanoi if the defense of South Vietnam 
had not been maintained for· so long. 

"You could be hard about it and deny 
that there was a brotherhood working 
there, but what else could you call it?" 
Michael Herr asked this question in Dis­
patches, a personally honest, but 'basi-
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cally deceptive book, which declares, 
"But . . . all you ever talked about was 
the war, and they could come to seem 
like two different wars at the same time. 
Because who but another correspondent 
could talk the kind of mythicql war you 
wantedto hear described?" 
· I have (l.dded the italics: For in the 

words "mythical" and "wanted" the 
essential trutp is laid bare·. In my own 
personal experience most correspon­
dents wanted to talk chiefly to other cor­
respondents to confirm their own mythi­
cal vision of the war. What I can . only 
call surreaiistic reporting constantly f!'.d 
on itself; and did not diminish thereby, 
but swelled into ever more grotesque 
shapes. I found the process equally 
reprehensible for being in no small part 
unwitting. 

John le Carre (whose extravagant en­
comium adorns the cover of the Pan edi­
tion of Dispaiches: "The best book I 
have ever read on men and war in our 
times'.') is, I feel, too clever a writer to 

believe he painted an even proximately 
accurate picture of Southeast Asia in 
The Honourable Schoolboy (1972) . But 
he brilliantly ·depicted the press corps 
and the correspondents' Asia, an encap­
sulated, self-defining world whirling in 
its own eccentric ·orbit. Correspondents, 
briefly set down ip the brutally alie­
nating milieu called Vietnam, turned to 
each other for professional sustenance 
and emotional comfort. After all, there 
was nowhere else to turn, certainly not 
to stark reality, which was both elusive 
and repellent. 

Most correspondents were isolated 
from the Vietnamese by ignorance of 
their language and culture, as well as by 
a measure of race estrangement. Most 
were isolated from the quixotic Ameri­
can Army establishment, itself often as 
confi.Ised as they themselves were, by 
their moralistic attitudes and their 
poiitical prejudices. Inevitably, they 
came to write for each other. 

To be sure, the approbation of his 
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own crowd gave a certain fullness to the 
correspondent's life in exile that reached 
beyond the irksome routine of reporting 
and writing. The disapprobation of his 
peers could transform him into a bitterly 
defensive misanthrope. Even the ex­
perienced correspondents, to whom Asia 
was "home" rather than a hostile tem­
porary environment, formed thei'r own 
little self-defensive world within the 
larger world of the newcomers . 

It was no wonder that correspondents 
writing to win the approbation of other 
correspondents in that insidiously col­
legial atmosphere produced reporting 
that was remarkably homogeneous. Af­
ter each other, correspondents wrote to 
win the approbation of their editors, 
who controlled their professional lives 
and who were closely linked with the in­
tellectual community at home. 

The consensus of that third circle, the 
domestic intelligentsia, derived largely 
from correspondents' reports and in 
turn served to determine the nature of 
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Marine UH -34s lift supplies to ARVN in 
1964. The only chopper available to Corps 
in mid-60s carried reporters to operations as 
well as soldiers and cargo. Photo: USMC 

those reports. If dispatches did not ac­
cord with that consensus, approbation 
was withheld. Only in the last instance 
did correspondents address themselves 
to the general public, the mass of lay 
readers and viewers. 

It was my impression that most corre­
spondents were, in one respect, very 
much like the ambitious soldiers they 
derided . A tour in Vietnam was almost 
essential to promotion for a U.S. Regu­
lar Army officer, and a combat com­
mand was the best road to rapid ad­
vancement. Covering the biggest contin­
uing story in the world was not absolute­
ly essential to a correspondent's rise, but 
it was an invaluable cachet. Quick 
careers were made by spectacular report­
ing of the obvious fact that men, women 
and children were being killed; fame or 

at least notoriety rewarded the corre­
spondent who became part of the action 
- rather than a mere observer - by in­
fluencing events directly. 

Journalists, particularly those serving 
in television, were therefore, like sol­
diers, "rotated" to Vietnam. Few were 
given time to develop the knowledge, 
and indeed the intellectual instincts, 
necessary to report the war in the round. 
Only a few remained in-country for 
years, though the experienced Far 
Eastern correspondents visited regularly 
from Hong Kong, Singapore and Tok­
yo. Not surprisingly, one found that 
most reporting veered farther and far­
ther from the fundamental political, 
economic and military realities of the 
war, for these were usually not spec­
tacular . Reporting Vietnam became a 
closed, self-generating system sustained 
largely by the acclaim the participants 
lavished on each other in almost" equal 
measure to the opprobrium they heaped 
on "the Establishment," a fashionable 
and very vulnerable target. 

For some journalists, perhaps most, a 
moment of truth through self-examina­
tion was never to come. The farther they 
were from the real conflict, the more 
smugly self-approving they now remain 
as commentators who led the public to 
expect a brave new work~ when the 
North Vietnamese finally "liberated,·., 
South Vietnam. Even those correspon- \ 
dents who today gingerly confess to 
some errors or distortion usually insist 
that the true fault was not theirs at all, 
but Washington's. The enormity of hav­
ing helped in one way or another to 
bring tens of millions under grinding 
totalitarian rule - and having tilted the 
global balance of power - appears too 
great to acknowledge. It is easier to ab­
solve one's self by blaming eicclusively 
Johnson, Nixon and Kissinger. 

I found few American correspondents 
to be as tough-minded as one Briton I 
knew who was very close to the action 
for many years in the employ of an 
American wire service. "I'm ashamed of 
most of what I wrote in Vietnam," he 
told me recently. "But I was a new boy, 
and I took my lead from the Americans, 
who were afire with the crusading spirit 
of '60s journalism -_ the involvement, 
man, in the good fight. When I look at 
what's happened now, I'm ashamed of 
my ignorance and what I helped to do to 
the Vietnamese ... . " 

As one West German correspondent 
has confessed (Uwe Siemon-Netto in the 
International Herald Tribune, reprinted 
in Encounter, October 1979): "Having 
covered the Vietnam War over a period 
of five years for West German publica­
tions, I am now haunted by the role we 
journalists have played over there. 

"Those of us who had wanted to find 
out knew of the evil nature of the Hanoi 
regime. We knew that, in 1956, close to 
50,000 peasants were executed in North 
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Vietnam. We knew that after the divi­
sion of the country nearly one million 
North Vietnamese fled to the South. 
Many of us have seen the tortured and 
carved-up bodies of men, women and 
children executed by the Viet Cong in 
the early phases of the war. And many 
of us saw, in 1968, the mass graves of 
Hue, saw the corpses of thousands of ci­
vilians still festively dressed for Tet, the 
Vietnamese New Year. 

"Why, for heaven' s sake, did we not 
report about these expressions of 
deliberate North Vietnamese strategy at 
least as extensively as of the My Lai 
massacre and other such isolated in­
cidents that were definitely not part of 
the U.S . policy in Vietnam? 

"What prompted us to make our 
readers believe that the communists, 
once in power in all of Vietnam, would 
behave benignly? What made us, first 
and foremost Anthony Lewis [New 
York Times], belittle warnings by U.S. 
officials that a communist victory would 
result in a massacre? 

"Why did we ignore the fact that the 
man responsible for the executions of 
50,000 peasants, Truong Chinh, was -
and st ill is - one of the most powerful 
figures in Hanoi? What made us think 
that he and his comrades would have 
mercy for the vanquished South Viet­
namese? What compelled, for example, 
Anthony Lewis shortly after the fall of 
Saigon to pat himself on the shoulder 
and write, ' so much for the talk of a 
massacre'? 

"True, no Cambodian-style massacre 
took place in Vietnam. It's just that 
Hanoi coolly drives its ethnic Chinese 
and opponents into the sea. 

"Are we journalists not in part re­
sponsible for the death of the tens of 
thousands who drowned? And are we 
not in part responsible for the hostile 
reception accorded to those who sur­
vive? Did we not turn public opinion 
against them, portraying them, as one 
singularly ignoble cartoon did in the 
United States, as a bunch of pimps, 
whores, war profiteers, corrupt generals 
or, at best, outright reactionaries? 

"Considering that today's Vietnam 
tragedy may have a lot to do with the 
way we reported yesterday's Vietnam 
tragedy, considering that we journalists 
might have our fair share of guilt for the 
inhuman way the world treats those who 
are being expelled by an inhuman regime 
which some of us had pictured as heroic , 
I think at least a little humility would be 
in order for us old Vietnam hands ... . '' 

Journalistic institutions are, of 
course, rarely afflicted by false modesty . 
They have not disclaimed credit for the 
outcome of the war, and their represen­
tatives have taken public bows for their 
successful intervention. The multitude 
of professional prizes bestowed upon the 
"big-story" coverage of Vietnam cer­
tainly implied approval of the general 
effort. 
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Under fire in the press and the paddies, 
anonymous American soldier crouches in 
long grass near Bien Hoa in 1965. Box 
magazines taped side-to-side furnished 
quick reload for 7.62 Ml4. Photo: U.S. 
Army 

However, the media have been rather 
coy; they have not declared that they 
played a key role in the conflict. They 
have not proudly trumpeted Hanoi's re­
peated expressions of gratitude to the 
mass media of the non-communist 
world, although Hanoi has indeed af­
firmed that it could not have won 
"without the Western press." The West­
ern press appears either unaware of the 
direct connection between cause (its 
reporting) and effect (the Western defeat 
in Vietnam), or strangely reluctant to 

proclaim that the pen and the camera 
proved decisively mightier than the 
bayonet and ultra-modern weapons. 

Nor have the media dwelt upon the 
glaring inconsistency between the expec­
tation they raised of peaceful, pros­
perous development after Saigon's col­
lapse and the present postwar cir­
cumstances in Indochina. Unquestion­
ably, a number of those approvingly 
characterized by New York Times col­
umnist Anthony Lewis as "critics of the 
American war" have protested against 
brutal repression in Cambodia. Some 
(including Lewis, and the French jour­
nalist Jean Lacouture) even confessed 
that their expectations of the conse­
quences of a communist victory in Cam­
bodia were mistaken . 
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But none, to my knowledge, has sug­
gested that he might have erred fun­
damentally in his vehement and total op­
postion to the U.S. role in Indochina. 
Instead, most partial confessions have 
concluded with renewed denunciations 
of American actions. 

Jean Lacouture did offer a public mea 
culpa for having championed the Khmer 
Rouge. Reviewing a book on "Demo­
cratic Kampuchea," he confessed: 
"Francois Ponchoud's Cambodia, Year 
Zero can be read only with shame by 
those of us who supported the Khmer 
Rouge cause . . . . And it will cause 
distress to those of us journalists who, 
after the massacre of 17 of our col­
leagues in April and May 1971, tried to 
explain these deaths as part of the 
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hazards of covering a disorganized guer­
rilla war. In fact, our poor comrades 
were assassinated - some, we know, 
clubbed to death - by the valiant guer­
rillas of Khieu Samphan, the 'socialist' 
Khmer who now bars foreign observers 
from Cambodian soil. His people re­
main in terror-stricken confinement, one 
of his regime's more rational decisions: 
for how could it let the outside world see 
its burying of a civilization? .. . " 

The reporters - and even the contrite 
Jean Lacouture - have continued to 
disregard the testimony regarding earlier 
North Vietnamese coercion offered by 
Prince Norodom Sihanouk, Cambodia's 
former chief-of-state. Sihanouk com­
plained in 1973 that he had been forced 
to tolerate North Vietnam using Cam-

bodia as a supply route, training camp 
and proving ground for its forces in 
South Vietnam, although he knew the 
massive incursion was destroying his 
country. Preoccupied with their con­
demnation of U.S . intervention in Indo­
china, the "critics of the American war" 
have virtually ignored Sihanouk's indict­
ment of the North Vietnamese - just as 
they have ignored the fact that Sihanouk 
had, albeit under duress, tolerated 
American bombing of North Vietnam­
ese strongholds in Cambodia, the 
"unilateral action" for which those 
critics still pillory Henry Kissinger. 

The same critics were not outraged at 
the final conquest of South Vietnam in 
1975 by columns of Russian-built tanks 
supported by batteries of Russian-made 
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artillery. (That was Hanoi's second try; 
the first, in 1972, failed because the 
Saigon regime was still supported by 
U.S. air power and was still receiving 
adequate U.S . war materiel.) These 
righteous critics have taken little note of 
the detailed description of that final con­
quest published by North Vietnam's Sr . 
Gen. Van Tien Dung in the spring of 
1976. Gen. Dung's account (128 single­
spaced pages in English translation) 
proudly affirmed that the assault was or­
dered by the Political Bureau of the 
Labor (Communist) Party of North 
Vietnam, planned by the Labor Party's 
Central Military Affairs Committee, 
commanded by Northern generals, sup­
plied from the North and mounted by 
regular divisions of the People's Army 
of the Democratic Republic of North 
Vietnam. 

Even before Gen. Dung's report, it 
should have been clear that the remnants 
of the Viet Cong - the Southern "guer­
rilla force" made up primarily of Nor­
therners - were inherently capable , 
neither of maneuvering 700 tanks in con­
ventional formations nor, for that mat­
ter, of building and operating the double 
pipeline that fueled those tanks with 
petroleum from the North. Just as they 
subsequently passed over Gen. Dung's 
explicit revelations, the "critics of the 
American war" ignored such empirical 
evidence that Saigon fell not to an in­
digenous people in arms, but to an exter­
nal invasion mounted by vanguard 
cadres who considered themselves ideol-
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W inning hearts and minds was part of war 
in Southeast Asia that was neglected on 
home front: Free exchange of ideas bore 
unexpected fruit. Photo : R.K. Brown 

ogically superior to their Southern com­
patriots . 

To take note of these obtrusive facts 
would have called into question the very 
nature of the war in Indochina - as it 
would to have taken note of them during 
the conflict. Any searching analysis of 
fundamental premises has remained as 
unthinkable to "the critics" as it was 
during the fighting. They have remained 
committed to the proposition that the 
American role in Indochina was totally 
reprehensible and inexcusable, while the 
North Vietnamese role - and, by exten­
sion, the roles of the Khmer Rouge in 
Cambodia and the Pathet Lao in Laos 
- was righteous, magnanimous and 
just. Even the growing number who 
finally deplored the repressive conse­
quences of the totalitarian victory could 
not bring themselves to re-examine the 
premises that led them to contribute so 
decisively to those victories . 

Most correspondents on the scene 
were moved by the same conviction of 
American guilt, which was so fixed that 
it resisted all the evidence pointing to a 
much more complex reality. Employed 
in the service of that crusading fervor 
was, for the first time, the most emo-

tionally moving medium of all. 
Television , its thrusting and simplistic 

character shaping its message, was most 
shocking because it was most immedi­
ate . The Vietnam War was a presence in 
homes throughout the world. Who 
could seriously doubt the veracity of so 
plausible and so moving a witness in 
one's own living room? 

At any given moment, a million im-. · 
ages were available to the camera's lens 
in Saigon alone - and hundreds of mil­
lions throughout Indochina. But TV 
crews naturally preferred the most 
dramatic. That, after all, was their 
business - show business . It was not 
news to film farmers peacefully tilling 
their rice-fields, though it might have 
been argued that nothing happening was 
news when the American public had 
been led to believe that almost every 
Vietnamese farmer was regularly threa­
tened by the Viet Cong, constantly im­
periled by battle and rarely safe from in­
discriminate U.S. bombing. 

A few hard, documented instances . A 
burning village was news, even though it 
was a deserted village used in a Marine 
training exercise - even though the tele­
vision correspondent had handed his 
Zippo lighter to a noncommissioned of­
ficer with the suggestion that he set fire 
to an abandoned house. American sol­
diers cutting ears off a Viet Cong corpse 
was news - even if the cameraman had 
offered the soldiers his knife and 
"dared" them to take those grisly sou­
venirs. (Since the antics of the media 
were definitely not news, the network 
refrained from apologizing for the con­
trived "event" when a special investiga­
tion called the facts to its - attention .) 
Cargo nets full of dead South Viet­
namese soldiers being lowered by heli­
copters were news - even if that image 
implicity contradicted the prevailing 
conviction that the South Vietnamese 
never fought, but invariably threw away 
their weapons and ran . 

The competition in beastliness among 
the networks was even more intense than 
the similar competition among the rep­
resentatives of the print media. Only 
rarely did television depict peaceful 
fields in which water buffaloes pulled 
ploughs for diligent farmers - undis­
turbed by air-bursts, rockets, infantry­
men or guerrillas. One special report 
was, however, devoted largely to depict­
ing bucolic scenes and untraveled roads 
when Prince Norodom Sihanouk invited 
a television correspondent to tour the 
border areas of Cambodia to prove that 
his country was not being used by the 
North Vietnamese as a base for opera­
tions against South Vietnam. A few 
years later, Sihanouk, of course, ac­
knowledged that the North Vietnamese 
had at the time been - and had re­
mained - intensely active in precisely 
those areas . But television could 
"prove" either a negative or a positive 
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War became so unpopular among soldiers in Vietnam that release from a fight they 
were not allowed to win became their only joyous ritual. These soldiers prepare to 
return to "The World" and learn how press coverage defined their precarious position. 
Photo: U.S. Army 
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proposition - depending on where the 
camera pointed and upon the correspon­
dent's inclination. 

In fairness, a number of newspaper 
correspondents also endorsed Siha­
nouk's contention that there were no 
North Vietnamese soldiers in Cambodia. 
Since the correspondents had seen no in­
vaders, there were, patently, no invaders 
to be seen . The assumption of omnis­
cience that lay behind so much of the 
coverage of Indochina remains awe­
inspiring. 

Television reports had one distinct ad­
vantage. A picture of nothing was, ob­
viously, more convincing than a printed 
report of nothing. 

One of the most persistent "horror 
stories" was retailed by the Western 
newspapers and magazines because tele­
vision could not, obviously, take pic­
tures of torture. Did interrogators ever 
push an incommunicative prisoner out 
of a helicopter to encourage his fellows 
to talk? No such atrocity has ever been 
confirmed, despite the swarms of inves­
tigative reporters and the many eager in­
formants among officers and diplomats, 
whose indignation against stupid and in­
efficient policies was transmuted by the 
press into indignant protest against the 
war itself. 

One such "incident," staged with a 
corpse, was turned up by the meticulous 
research of Gunter Lewy for his book, 
America in Vietnam, whlch should be 
required reading for all war corre­
spondents. A U.S. soldier acquired a 
photograph of that grisly incident, and 
went on to invent an account of how a 
prisoner was killed by being hurled from 
a helicopter. The imagined event was 
given wide coverage. 

Such skewed reporting occurred fre­
quently; it was sometimes major and 
sometimes trivial. Since I am discussing 
motivations, not drawing up any kind of 
indictment, a catalog of such incidents 
would be superfluous. But a few striking 
examples may help to m~ke the general 
point. First, the case of the imaginary 
general told by a British colleague. 

An American correspondent who was 
later to write a highly praised book on 
Vietnam was chuckling over a telegram 
in the terrace cafe of the Hotel Con­
tinental, known to habitues as "the 
Continental Shelf." His editors had 
asked him to confirm that it would be 
neither libelous nor vexatious to quote 
the U.S. general who had in the corre­
spondent's last dispatch been highly cri­
tical of the entire American effort - on 
the Continental Shelf (which · generals, 
by the way, did not frequer.it) . 

"Of course," he told his questioner, 
"I cabled them to go ahead and not 
worry. Why should they? After all, I 
made that general up." The imaginary 

Continued on page /06 
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CONCRETE information on techni­
cal aspects of the war is hard to 

come by. The Israelis never talk much 
about their techniques because they may 
want to use them again. American au­
thorities say little because they don't 
want to seem to be meddling in the af­
fairs of another nation. Both the United 
States and the Israelis don't want the 
Soviets to learn anything. Neither does 
SOF. The following is either correct or 
as nearly so as available sources would 
allow. Observations and conclusions 
come from talks with Pentagon officials, 
Israeli sources and personal observation 
in Lebanon: 

I) Israeli forces intended from the 
beginning of the campaign to take 
Beirut. The talk about a 25-mile buffer 
zone was intended to lull the PLO -
who expected a comparatively minor 
reprisal raid - into staying in Beirut, 
where they could be trapped . It worked. 
The talk about a 25-mile zone also kept 
international pressure against Israel 
from arising until it was too late. 

Many Israelis admit that taking Beirut 
would be the logical next step in a long­
term, carefully planned campaign to en­
sure Israel's safety. The '67 war served 
to capture the West Bank, which cuts 
Israel nearly in two, and the Golan 
Heights, which gave Syria an artillery 
base overlooking Israeli territory, and 
the Sinai Peninsula, which provided a 
buffer zone against Egypt. 

The next step was to conclude a peace 
treaty with Egypt, Israel's largest enemy; 
this removed the worst threat and also 
fragmented the Arabs, who promptly 
turned against Egypt. This left Israel 
militarily superior to any country 
around her. The next step was to take 
Lebanon and crush the PLO, the last ac­
tive threat on Israel's borders. 

2) The Air War. Several factors ac­
count for Israel's superb kill ratio -
close to 90 to two - in the air. Against 
Syrian aircraft, mostly MiG-21s and 23s, 
the Israelis deployed Grumman E-2C 
Hawkeye mini-AW ACS radar recce 
planes; these are the standard planes 
used by the U.S. Navy for protecting 
carriers. The Hawkeyes use advanced 
look-down radar that let Israel watch the 
MiGs as they took off from Syrian 
bases, and intercept them with ease. 

Further, the Israelis have far better 
pilots. Arabs are not good militarily, say 
Israelis, because they are Third-World 
people who just don't have the technical 
grasp that advanced countries have. 
They don't seem able to get the most out 
of complex equipment. 

The Israeli planes - the incomparable 
General Dynamics F-16 and the McDon­
nell-Douglas F-15 - outclassed the 
mid-'50s vintage MiG-21 and the export 
MiG-23s of the Syrians. In this country 
the liberal press complains constantly 

Continued on page 52 
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NO one seemed overly surprised 
about Israel's Peace for Galilee 

operation. In fact, the Lebanese, PLO, 
Syrians and members of the Western 
press had been predict ing it for months 
- since early January . It first appeared 
that the offensive would be conducted 
before the April Sinai withdrawal by Is­
rael. American pressure postponed it. 

Israel had advertised its intention to 
invade southern Lebanon through thin­
ly disguised attempts to provoke the 
PLO, in order to provide them with an 
excuse. The PLO, recognizing the ne­
cessity of remaining in southern 
Lebanon, demurred. 

What was surprising was the force, 
speed and ease with which the invasion 
~wept through southern Lebanon, up 
the Mediterranean coast and up the 
central slopes of the Lebanon Moun­
tains into Beirut in less than a week. At 
the end of six days, the Israelis had e~­
ceeded their own expectations. Over 
6,000 PLO guerrillas had been driven 
into hiding in encircled west Beirut, 
clearing southern Lebanon of Palestin­
ian strongholds from which they shelled 
Israeli settlements. In this blitzkrieg, Is­
rael demonstrated its military superior­
ity over any of its Arab neighbors, a ca­
pability based in large part on Amer­
ican-built and supplied aircraft, elec­
tronic equipment and weaponry and on 
a well-trained and disciplined Israeli 
Defense Force, 30,000 strong. 

The architect of the Peace for Galilee 
plan was Israeli Defense Minister Ariel 
Sharon. Its stated raison d'etre was to 
create ari arms-free zone at least 25 
miles wide around the Israeli-southern 
Lebanon border. However, by the end 
of the second day, few believed that the 
Israelis would stop short of Beirut - if 
they had ever considered it. SOF's Jim 
Morris (p. 56) and Rick Venable (p. 50) 
were inside Lebanon soon after the war 
began: They disagreed over Israel's in­
tentions·. 

Ma11y believe that Israel's attack was 
designed to destroy the PLO as an 
armed presence in Lebanon, force the 
Syrians to withdraw from the Bekaa 
Valley and create a friendly, strong Le­
banese government to protect Israel's 
northern border. At least one of tho$e 
objectives has been met, but the other 
two are still up in the air. 

The PLO. hav~ been dispersed to the 
many corners of the Arab world, and 
PLO leader Yassir Arafat has taken up 
residence in Tunisia. Presidential elec­
tions held ·in the middle of the PLO 
evacuations - with the armed Israeli 
presence still in Lebanon - gave Israel 
their Lebanese leader of choice, 
34-year-old Bashir Gemayel. However, 
before Gemayel could assume office, 
he was assassinated by a ·rival faction . 
As leader of the Christian Lebanese 
Forces militia, Gemayel had been 
openly allied with and supplied by 
Israel In the past, and he reportedly 
met with ~haron In February while Op-

Contfnued on page 53 
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about real or imagined defects of the 
two U.S. fighters. The Israelis say they 
are the best in the world - period. They 
prefer the light, agile F-16, which, al­
though it lacks the F-15's electronics, is 
a more lethal clear-weather dogfighter. 

A star performer of the war, largely 
ignored by the Western press is the AIM-
9L Sidewinder. If you don't follow war­
planes carefully, you may think this is 
the old Sidewinder that has been around 
for years. It isn't. The "L" makes the 
difference. It is the first all-aspect Side­
winder, which means that you don't 
have to get behind an enemy to fire it. In 
fact you can fire at him head on or from 
the side. The missile's infrared sensors 
home in on the heat of the enemy's hull 
as it moves through the air. 

This is an incredible advantage, 
especially on intercepts, because it 
means you get a free first shot. I talked 
to hippies around the Lebanese border 
who described amazing turns and pur­
suits the missi le made to hit MiGs. 

The AIM-9L did much to make Brit­
ish pilots look good in the Falklands. As 
one pilot said, "With that thing, a 
flagpole could win dogfights." 

Regarding the destruction of Syrian 
SAMs in the Bekaa Valley: A lot of these 
were the highly potent SAM-6, as well as 
older missiles, that shot down so many 
Israeli planes in the '73 war. In fact, 
after that war many civilians decided 
that fighters were obsolete, which shows 
that civilians shouldn't try to think too 
much. The Israelis seem to have gotten 
them as follows: 

First, for many months they sent 
RP Vs - remotely piloted vehicles -
over the Syrian missi le batteries to force 
them to turn on their radar. Either dis­
tant Israeli recce planes then recorded 
the radar emissions for analysis, or else 
the drones carried transceivers that sent 
the emissions back for analysis before 
they were blown out of the sky. Israel 
knew exactly what to expect from the 
radar and thus how to jam it. 

Further, Israel had a Boeing 707 filled 
with sophisticated jamming gear. From 
a distance it blanked Syrian screens, 
blinding them: Not much is known 
about this bird, nor ever will be. 

Then smart bombs, heavy attacks 
from all directions at once, missiles that 
home in on radar and anti-IR counter­
measures like hot-air balloons just blew 
the Syrians away. 

The implication for air combat is 
clear: High-tech is better. Tricky expen­
sive planes work better - much better. 
And the battle against SAMs is not mis­
sile against plane, but signal processor 
vs. signal processor. 

3) The Ground War: This was not par­
ticularly interesting, being largely a 
quick lunge by a vastly superior force 
against an unprepared and not very 
good enemy. The Israelis moved fast 
Continued on page 54 ' 
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FORTRESS ISRAEL "" 
by Jim Morris 

From their fearsome reputation, I 
had expected the Israelis to be an ar­
my of smartly turned-out, gung-ho 
troops. I soon learned that military 
courtesy and spit and polish were far 
down on a priorities list that was 
headed by tactics and training. 

I have been told that the,more elite 
the unit, the sloppier it is. Boots are 
bloused or not at the whim of the in­
dividual. Berets are worn folded or 
shoved through an epaulet; they 
wouldn't fit on the hair anyway. The 
Israelis see no parallel between hair 
length and combat effectiveness. 

Going to Metulla on the first day 
of Operation Galilee, I gave a ride to 
a young paratrooper on the way to 
his unit. His boots were unshined, 
but his SAR was spotless. 

The Israeli soldiers carry their per­
sonal weapons everywhere and I 
never saw an obvious gig on one. 
They were lightly oiled and perfectly 
cleaned, with all the creases, cracks 
and crevices immaculate. 

"It's like a second wife," one 
Israeli lieutenant said . 

The Israeli Defense Force consists 
of every man with four limbs and two 
eyes between the ages of 18 and 55. 
For women, the ages are 19 to 35. 
Most battalion commanders are un-

der 30. But beyond that, the entire 
nation is part of the defense effort. 

Israel, in the best of times, is a na­
tion on alert. It can have 20,000 re­
servists on a six-hour stand-by alert, 
which was used in the Peace for Gali­
lee operation. The Israeli Army, as 
far as I know, is the only one that 
hitchhikes to combat. All reservists 
keep personal weapons and web gear 
at home, and upon mobilization, 
troops hitchhike to designated 
points. Any Israeli travellers, military 
or civilian, will give ~hem a ride. 

Their basic fighting unit is the 
tank-infantry team. In 1973 during 
the Yorn Kippur War , the Israelis be­
came temporarily infatuated with the 
idea that they could fight with tanks 
alone - and lost a bunch of them. 
Now they fight with each tank paired 
with an infantry squad in an APC -
except for their own Merkova, which 
has room for a squad in it, and is 
therefore both a tank and an APC. 

The infantry carried Galil assault 
rifles. The Gali! SARs are for para­
troops and commandos, the M 16s for 
artillery and support troops. Rumor 
has it that the Israelis have captured 
so many AKs in Lebanon that they 
will start manufacturing ammo for 
them, and issue them to troops. 

The Israeli Defense Force is infor­
mal, but because of their training and 
discipline, th!'!Y don't take many cas-
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LEFT: No stickler for uniform, Israeli 
soldier balances atop bristling Mll3 APC. 
Photo: Rick Venable ABOVE: Apartment 
lights and HE illuminate Beirut skyline. 
War has limited tourist attraction, and 
civilians tried to ignore fighting as they 
lived in it for years. Photo: Courtesy 
Lebanese Christian Forces. RIGHT: Two 
days after Israeli occupation of ancient 
Nabatiye, local market back in business. 
Photo: Jim Morris 

ualties. They can't afford to; there 
aren ' t many of them. They were 
taken by surprise in 1973 and lost two 
thousand casualties, their worst to 
date. It seems as though everybody in 
Israel lost a member of his immediate 
fam ily in that war. 

One trooper told me: "If one of us 
takes out twenty PLO and then gets 
killed, he has failed because he was 
more valuable to us than those twen­
ty were to them." 

After the heavy losses in 1973, the 
Israelis set out to revamp their . mili­
tary force. They had learned that, in 
modern warfare, being better is not 
always enough - you also need nu­
merical superiority. So they built a 
bigger and. better military, with 
sophisticated weapons, more troops, 
better equipment and new improved 
tactics. 

I.n 1973, the IDF had only 2,000 
tanks; today it has 3,500. APCs have 
increased from 3,000 to 8,000. The 
few dated anti-tank missiles it had in 
1973 have been replaced with thou­
sands of state-of-the-art missiles. 
Similar improvements have been 
made in the air force . Over 600 com­
bat aircraft are available today, in­
cluding many American-built F-16 
Fighting Falcons and F-15 Eagle 
fighters. "Smart" weapons, televi­
sion-guided for pinpoint accur.acy, 
and electronic anti-radar devices have 
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greatly improved the Israeli Air 
Force. The Israelis have amassed an 
awesome military force, one in which 
they are very confident. 

" Motivation," one soldier ex­
plained to me, "is the key to the 
Israeli Army." 

I thought I knew what he meant, 
but later I saw a perfect example. 

I was in Metulla one morning when 
the kids were going to school. Metul­
la is I~rael 's northernmost city and 
looks like a suburb of'Phoenix - ex­
cept that every house has immediate 
access to a bomb shelter. The kids 
looked just like American school 
children, dressed in jeans and 
T-shirts or dresses. Many mothers 
escorted young children along the 
streets clogged with military APCs, 
half-tracks and trucks . 

At one corner, a young mother and 
daughter, about seven, stood waiting 
to cross when a three-quarter-ton 
truck drove by. The two guys in front 
were tired, bearded and dirty, maybe 
four hours out of the fighting, and 
not much more before going back in . 

The little girl squealed and jumped 
on the running board of the truck to 
give the driver a big hug. The dust 
from southern Lebanon smeared her 
school dress; his dirty, bearded face 
scraped the soft skin of her neck. He 
was a reservist from Metulla; she was 
his daughter. Motivation. 

eration Peace for Galilee was being 
planned. 

Gemayel's death was untimely for 
Lebanon and Israel because Israel 
counted on having a friendly, strong, 
grateful man as president. At press 
time, Gemayel's successor had not 
been selected, but unless Lebanon's 
39-year unwritten but strictly observed 
tradition is broken, the position will be 
filled with another Christian Maronite 
of similar persuasion, though without 
the personal following of Gemayel. 

With the PLO gone - and with them 
the pretext on which the Syrians en­
tered Lebanon - and Israel's rout of 
the Soviet-equipped Syrian Army in 
the Bekaa Valley, synchronized Syrian 
and Israeli withdrawal still is possible. 

After months of stalling, Israel de­
cided to move at dawn on Sunday, 6 
June. The provocation for the attack 
was the attempted assassination of the 
Israeli ambassador to England, Shlo­
mo Argov, in London. The Israelis re­
taliated by bombing a PLO ammuni­
tion dump in the city stadium in west 
Beirut. PLO forces attacked the Israeli 
city of Metulla with rockets - and the 
war was on. 

Israel's three-pronged attack - by 
air, sea and mobile infantry - was to 
be a swift advance, grabbing control of 
major PLO strongholds, cutting off the 
guerrillas from rear support units and 
bypassing pockets of resistance for 
future containment. The attack was di­
vided into three fronts: the western or 
coastal front, the eastern front and the 
central front. 

The coastal attack began on Sunday 
with a combined land and sea assault 
on the fishing port of Tyre, which was 
encircled by nightfall. Tyre, about 12 
miles from the Israeli border, has a 
permanent population of about 20,000, 
primarily Moslem Shiites, and about 
as many Palestinian refugees in three 
camps. About 1,500 PLO terrorists, 
mainly from the Fatah group, were lo­
cated in. this important PLO logistics 
and communications center. 

The central front forces ' chief objec­
tive was to quickly secure the Naba­
tiye-Arnoun Heights region. This was 
considered integral to the success of 
the entire operation. This objective was 
accomplished on the first day and at­
tention was turned to Beaufort Castle, 
a prerequisite for successful progress 
on the eastern front. 

Beaufort Castle, an 800-year-old 
Crusader fortress, is about two miles 
from Metulla, Israel. Sitting atop a 
1,500-foot mountain, it controls the 
road to Damascus, Tyre and Sidon, 
and has strategic importance to the 
Christian enclave of Maj. Saad Had­
dad, Free Lebanon (see "Lebanon on 
$3.17 a Day," SOF, August '82). The 
assault on Beaufort began early on the 
second day of Operation Galilee. An 
elite unit of the Golani Brigade, under 
cover of night, fought their way into the 

Continued on page 55 
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using massed armor and airpower to 
blow away everything in their path, 
thereby minimizing their casualties. 

One thing of note was their superb lo­
gistics , accomplished largely by helicop­
ters after the first days. At night in 
Metulla on the Lebanese border you 
could watch streams of trucks snaking 
across the plains. As soon as light came, 
the choppers roared in endless succes­
sion up the valley , cargo dangling below . 
Israeli soldiers said that supply went 
perfectly. 

Also of interest - although I didn't 
see it myself - were reports that large 
numbers of Syrian tanks in the Bekaa 
had been hit on the turrets by something 
that ruined them badly; in fact it was 
said that the crews began abandoning 
their veh icles for fear of whatever it was . 
The turret-hits sound like precision­
guided "intelligent" weapons like the 
U.S. Assault Breaker and . WAAM 
(Wide-area Anti-Armor Munitions .) 

The general idea is that some vehicle 
- a rocket , fo r example - flies over a 
concentration of armor and ejects - on 
parachutes or otherwise - small "sub­
munitions." By means of millimeter­
wave sensors, IR, TV or other means, 
and with the aid of microcomputers, the 
submunitions go for the tops of tanks. 
Ours are not supposed to be working 
yet. Whether the Israelis developed their 
own technology , or got hold of ours 
somehow, is not known. 

Israeli troops carried the usual Uzis, 
Galils, and Ml6s. They used a lot of 
U.S. armor and Ml 13 APCs, as well as 
half-tracks and old British armor. Con­
firmation is hard to come by, but it is 
very likely that captured SAM-6s and 
T-72 Soviet tanks are now in the U.S 
laboratories . 

4) The PLO. A lousy, ragtag bunch of 
half-assed guerrillas. In Hasbayah, in 
the eastern military sector, I went 
through a school made into a PLO head­
quarters . It was littered with RPG-7s , 
banana clips, demolition caps and M 16 
brass left by an incoming Israeli. There 
were the usual pictures of Marx and 
Lenin everywhere as well as macho-man 
photos of PLO guys with AKs. It looked 
more like a hippie ' s den than a barracks . 
In garages and villas I saw crates· of 
ZSU-23-4 ammo marked in Russian, the 
guns themselves all burned out by the 
roadside, as well as a lot of older Soviet 
AA guns mounted on pickup trucks. 

5) Other observations. On a rural 
stretch of road between Beirut and the . 
Lebanese border, I had a flat tire. The 
guy standing on the other side of the 
road with his wife, Kathy, was Jim Mor­
ris o f SOF. This hasn't got much to do 
with the war, but it's what I've come to 
expect of this magazine. My favorite 
memory of the whole· war was driving 
down from 'the hills into Beirut and ar­
most running into a huge, gleaming 
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white wall of urinals stacked by a ware­
house . Must have been a thousand of 

them, piled up and shining like the 
Andes in winter.~ 
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LEFT: U.S.-made Sikorsky CH-53 becomes 
resupply workhorse of advancing Israeli 
military. BOTTOM: M113 APCs carried 
thousands of Lebanese Christian Militia to 
battle, such as these members of Saad 
Haddad's force from southern Lebanese 
borderlands. Photos: Rick Venable 
LOWER RIGHT: Stylized Lenin and 
Socialist-Realist depictions of "workers" 
decorate covers of communist tracts found 
in captured office of Popular Front for 
Liberation of Palestine. Photo: Jim Morris 

DECEMBER/82 

castle, which was defended by 50 ter­
rorists. By morning the castle flew the 
flag of Israel. The leader of the com­
mando unit, Maj. Guni Harnik, was 
killed in the raid. 

The eastern or southern front forces 
operated in the Bekaa Valley, and 
along the slopes of Mt. Hermon. Begin­
ning at Metulla, Israeli troops crossed 
the Litani River into Fatahland, a PLO 
stronghold since 1969. This front was 
perhaps the most difficult for the Israe­
lis to master because of the terrain. 
Contained between the Lebanon Moun­
tains to the.west and the Anti-Lebanon 
Mountains to the east (which form the 

boundary between Syria and Lebanon), 
the valley could be well-defended by 
terrorists hidden in terraces, orchards 
and hills. Fierce fighting continued on 
the eastern front along the Hasbaya­
Kaoukaba line throughout the six-day 
encounter. 

The coastal front attack force contin­
ued northward to Sidon, and in a pin­
cer movement, attacked this major 
PLO stronghold from both the north 
and south. It fell by the end of the sec­
ond day. Sidon is the third largest city 
in Lebanon and is approximately 30 
miles from Israel and Beirut. It has a 
population of 150,000, one-half of 
whom are Palestinians. Approximately 
1,500 guerrillas were believed to be 
positioned there. An important supply, 
headquarters and training area, Sidon 
was integral to Israel's victory. From 
Sidon, the Israelis continued up the 
coast to Damour, a Maronite Christian 
town eight miles south of Beirut. 

Syria avoided contact with the Israe­
lis until the third day of conflict, and on 
the fourth day, Israel and Syria en­
gaged in the biggest air battle between 
the two in over a decade. The Syrians, 
equipped with Soviet-made MiGs, were 
no match for the Israelis in the sky. 
Flying American-made F-15s and 
F-16s, the Israelis downed at least 82 
Soviet MiGs or other aircraft and de­
stroyed all 19 Soviet-supplied Syrian 
SAM-6 missile sites implanted in Leba­
non's Bekaa Valley; no Israeli jets were 
downed. 

The Syrians did somewhat better on 
land, but were still outmatched by the 
Israelis. Despite having the newest 
Soviet T-72 tanks, the Syrians were un­
able to stem the flow of the Israeli 
forces toward Beirut. . 

Israel did not want war with the Syr­
ians, no one in Syria was excited about 
war with Israel, and the United States 
wanted to avoid embroiling the Soviets 
in the conflict. A U.S .-negotia ted 
ceasefire was agreed upon by Syria and 
Israel on the sixth day. 

By then, the coastal, eastern and 
central fronts had successfully com­
pleted their attacks and converged on 
the outskirts of Beirut. By this time, 
the United States had exerted enough 
pressure on its errant Israeli ally to pre­
vent an all-out attack on the en­
trenched PLO. West Beirut was held 
captive by the Israelis for more than 
eight weeks of shelling and rocket ex­
change, broken by intermittent cease­
fires, before the PLO was finally evac­
uated during the last weeks of August. 

Clearly, Israel won a significant mili­
tary battle. The armed PLO have been 
moved from their northern border; they 
defeated the Syrians in a decisive air 
battle and demonstrated an awesome 
military force to the Arab world. Politi­
cally, however, they may have paid a 
high price, that of unwavering U.S . 
support for future operations. ~ 
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SOF on the Road From Beaufort 
to Beirut 
by Jim Morris 

THE Israeli tank lay about forty feet 
off the winding mountain road, its 

track blown off by an anti-tank mine. 
That should have told me something. 

There is a particular mindset you need 
for a combat operation, but we were a 
day behind the point of Operation Peace 
for Galilee and I felt perfectly safe. We 
were stopped in the middle of a dun­
colored column of tanks and APCs; the 
mountains were beautiful, the air crisp 
and clean . What's to worry? 

Deciding that SOF would like a close­
up of what this particular mine might do 
to this particular tank, I stepped over a 
piece of engineer's tape to get a photo­
graph of it. 

"Jim, stop!" Bill Gross yelled to me 
as he ran down the road, Uzi slapping 
against his side, looking like the Incredi­
ble Hulk in his flak jacket. "There are 
anti-personnel mines out there. We had 
to send another vehicle out to retrieve 
the crew." Bill moved from Minneapolis 
to Tel Aviv a few years ago to go into the 
diamond business. He's a lieutenant in 
the Israeli reserve, called back for the 
Galilee operation. 

After Gross pulled me out of the 
minefield, we were still stalled in the 
road, waiting for a Caterpillar tractor to 
smooth out a bend that two days of tank 
columns had made impassable . 

I climbed up a dirt bank and scram­
bled onto an APC. The infantry squad 
that went with it lounged with the in­
solent idleness of young soldiers with 
nothing to do but bitch and make bum 
jokes while they waited for the order to 
move out. Thoroughly bored, they made 
me immediately welcome, and showed 
me their vehicular-mounted machine 
guns and personal weapons. 

"What newspaper do you work for?" 
one of the Gls inquired in careful 
classroom English. Almost everyone in 
Israel speaks some English. 

"Soldier of Fortune," I replied . "It's 
a military magazine.'' A couple of them 
brightened. SOF isn 't sold in Israel, but 
all of them had heard of it, and a few 
had read it while visiting relatives in the 
United States. 

"Are you getting a good story? one 
collegiate-looking blond kid asked. 

I laughed and told him that I had ar­
rived in Israel 3 June - three days be­
fore Operation Galilee had begun - to 
do a story on Israeli airborne training. 
"This is a bonus." 

Finally the road was cleared, and we 
drove on, first to Nabatiye, then on to 
Beaufort Castle. 
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MiG tail bears hand-painted Syrian insignia ; brush marks were visible along with operating 
instructions and warnings in English . Tail section probably came from MiG 23. Photo: 
K.E. Evans-Morris 

Nabatiye had been a major southern 
base for the PFLP (Popular Force for 
the Liberation of Palestine), a radical 
PLO faction led by Dr. George Habash, 
a physician who prefers killing to heal­
ing. For seven years the PFLP had oc­
cupied Nabatiye. The people still spoke 
of them with fear, recalling forced evic­
tions, looting, rapes and senseless kill­
ings. The Israelis hadn't shelled much in 
Nabatiye; they didn't have to. The 
PFLP hauled ass before they appeared. 
The Israelis were greeted by open shops, 
fresh fruit and vegetable vendors, and 
smiling people, some said for the first 
time in years. 

The Israelis captured three times as 
much ammo as their own intelligence es­
timates had indicated . In Nabatiye, I 
saw cache after cache of it, in houses 
and garages that the inhabitants had 
been driven from. As in Tyre and Sidon, 
the entire town was an ammo dump. It 
made me wonder how much of the 
damage to the cities was caused by 
secondary explosions of PLO ammo. 

I also saw plenty of Marxist propagan­
da left behind on PFLP bookshelves, 
with the hammer and sickle and pictures 
of Lenin, Marx and Ho prominently dis­
played. And Palestinian magazines with 
ads for American cigarettes. 

The first major objective of the opera­
tion was Beaufort Castle, for years the 
symbol of PLO domination of southern 
Lebanon. It towers above all the sur­
rounding terrain. From the square, 
jagged peaks of Beaufort, on a clear day 
you can see the Litani River, Nabatiye, 
Marjayoun and the Israeli cities of Me­
tulla and Quirat Shemona, which would 
be a snap to hit with Katyushas. The FO 
and fire-direction functions can all be 
handled by the gunner. 

The mountain on which the castle sits 
is so steep that firing down the slopes 
from the castle is like shooting fish in a 

barrel. With enough food, ammo and 
water, a well-trained and motivated 
squad could defend it forever against 
anybody. 

In Beaufort's 800-year history, with 
the exception of a couple of starve-outs 
and a negotiated peace, it had never 
been taken. The Israelis took it on the · 
second day, at the price of six KIA . 

Staring down the slopes from its sum­
mit, I asked Bill Gross in unmitigated 
awe, "Who did this?" 

SOF TRIUMVIRATE 
SOF reporters go and do as a mat­

ter of course. Jim Morris was in Leb­
anon last year for SOF (see "Our 
Man in Beirut," November, Decem­
ber '81, and "Bye-bye, Beirut," · 
January '82) and happened to be in 
Israel on another SOF assignment at 
the outset of the recent conflict. SOF 
also sent Rick Venable, a former 
Marine who is now a war corre­
spondent, to Lebanon when the war 
broke out. 

Last spring, the magazine assigned 
Donna DuVall, senior editor of Sur­
vive Magazine, to Beirut to report on 
the Solidarity for Lebanon Confer­
ence, sponsored by the Lebanese 
Forces. The conference was attended 
by 135 journalists and government 
representatives from 16 nations and 
was chaired by LF leader, Bashir 
Gemayel, was assassinated 14 Sep­
tember. The background material 
DuVall gathered while in Lebanon 
from 30 March to 9 April and her 
continuing study of the war since her 
return enabled her to analyze what 
Israel's invasion of Lebanon means . 
This analysis gives an overall perspec­
tive to Morris' s and Venable' s on­
the-scene reports from Lebanon . 

-M.L. Jones 

DECEMBER/82 



"A two-hundred-man commando un­
it of the Golani Brigade, one of our best 
units," he answered. "Heliborne to the 
mountain's base, then in a night assault, 
st raight up the hill. It took from one to 
seven to do it. Night operations are a 
speciality of ours . The Palestinians 
don't like them and they aren't very 
good at them." 

Only a highly trained and disciplined 
force could have done it at night. If the 
slope had been ten degrees steeper it 
would have been a cliff. 

Tyre and Sidon were shot up exten­
sively. In Sidon, a PLO terrorist acad­
emy was found in the underground floor 
of a United Nat ions-administered voca­
tional school, complete with cutaway 
models of weapons and bombs, and a 
dormitory set up like a barracks, with 
uniforms in wall lockers and double­
decker bunks. 

There is a large discrepancy over the 
civilian casualty figures in Sidon and 

ABOVE: Israeli soldier guards Lebanese 
street from. balcony with standard-issue 
5.56mm Gali!. RIGHT: Baptized with blood 
of millenia, Beaufort Castle now in hands 
of Crusader-state descendant: modern 
Israel. Photos: Rick Venable 

Mediterranean 
Sea 
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Tyre. The International Red Cross's in­
itial estimates were 1,541 deaths (no dif­
ferentiation between civilians and ter­
rorists) in Tyre and Sidon alone, and 
300,000 homeless in a ll of southern Le­
banon. In contrast, Israeli estimates a re 
450 civilian fatalities in the two cities and 
no more than 20,000 homeless in south­
ern Lebanon. 

It was not until the Israelis sur­
rounded west Beirut on 8 June that re­
porters were allowed to catch up to the 
actual com bat. Even then their policy 
demanded that we be back in Israel by 
nightfall. Though this policy was de­
signed , no doubt, to ensure our safety as 
well as for censorship purposes, the 
practical effect was to send us in rented 
cars (not insured outside Israel) in hell­
bent-for-leather convoys each morning 
and evening over rutted, shell-pocked 
highways through the blasted, shattered 
cities of Sidon, Tyre and Damour to Bei­
rut and back. It 's hard to tell which was 

more dangerous, the traveling ·or the 
war. CBS alone lost five Peugeot 504s; 
one was run over by a tank, another hit 
by a PL.O rocket . 

Our first day in Beirut was a breeze: 
We had a gourmet lunch at Emil's, atop 
a high hill overlooking the city, and 
watched artillery and rockets exchanged 
bet ween east and west Beirut. 

On the second day, we took some in­
coming nearby. It wasn' t registered on 
us - it' s hard to register on an unarmed 
personnel carrier (Subaru 1300) going 
flat-out on a winding mountain road -
but shells came within meters of the car. 

On the third day, the incoming held 
your attention, and there was machine­
gun fire about two blocks away. Driving 
out was the worst, with the incoming 
very close. On the last hill, overlooking 
the city, the air was shattered by the 
crack of o utgoing l 55s; then there was a 
noise as though the sky were made of 
si lk and had suddenly been ripped from 
horizon to horizon. We stopped. 

In the distance, we heard a muffled 
whoom, whoom and two grey puffs bil­
lowed out of the dark haze that overlay 
the Burj A l Barajneh Palestinian camp, 
just north of the airport . 

Usually referred to as a refugee camp, 
it could just as accurately be called Ft. 
Bur j Al Baraj neh . 

We got out of the car and walked to a 
shelled apartment house on the point of 
the hill . A couple of guys with a BC 
(Battery Commander) scope sat on a 
third-floor balcony, adjusting the fire. I 
gradually became aware of a cracking 
roar overhead that swept from the south 
up the Mediterranean coast and then 
turned into a high keening shriek over 

. the airport. 
The sound of anti-aircraft fire came 

drifting up from the valley ... pom­
pom-pom-pom ... pom-pom-pom-pow. 

A series of loud crumps followed as 
the bombs hit, and the shriek ascended 
and disappeared . For all that we could 
see of the airplanes, we might as well 
have been listening to the radio, but 
there were bright flashes coming from 
the center of the smoky haze. Twice 
there were ballooning orange and black 
secondary explosions. 

Ten minutes of dead si lence followed. 
Way below the smoke drifted. Then it 
began again, and after that, once more. 
The papers the next day did no t mention 
the secondary explosions. 

Did the Israelis intend from the begin­
ning to go a ll the way into Beirut? I am 
convinced that the original objective was 
to go no farther than the stated 25 miles 
into Lebanon, just far enough to move 
the PLO from rocket range of Israel's 
northern settlements. 

But they rolled o ver the Palestinian 
resistance like a Cadillac over a card ­
board box. Finally it was just too easy 
not to go a ll the way to Beirut. J:~ 
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BLUE FORCE 
' • I , • 

BLAST 
SOF's Kokalis Observes 
Tank EX.ercise at Ft. Irwin 

Tanks st~lk imaginary enemy through du~t clouds and 
sun in live-fire ~xercise. 

Text & Photos by 
Peter G. Kokalis · 

THE M60Al main battle 
tank is well liked by 

the U.S. Army and USMC 
crews who use it. It came 
as no surprise, therefore, 
that my article attacking 
the M85 .50-caliber heavy 
machine gun mounte~ in 
the cupola of this tank (see 
"Full Auto ," SOF, April 
'82) engendered the wrath 
of more than a few of the 
M60Al's admirers. 

The M85's most astute 
defender was none other 
than SFC Richard M. 
Wagner, one of the Army's 
most-senio'r master 
gunners. SFC Wagner is 
11ow stationed with the 1st 
Battalion, 73rd Armor at 
Ft. Irwin, Calif. The 
prima ry mission of the 
lst/73rd is as a unit with 
the National Training 
Center's OPFOR (opposing 
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forces) - a thousand-man 
organization designed, 
equipped and trained to 
replicate a Soviet 
motorized rifle regiment 
(see "The Russians Are 
Here," SOF, July '82). 

However, the battalion 
also has its mission as 
U.S. Army tankers. Sgt. 
Wagner trains the battalion 
in tank gunnery, tactic& 
and maintenancl!. Using 
the M60Al tank, one of the 
battalion's nine platoons 
receives Blue Force live-fire 
training under Wagner's 
expert ~utelage 
each month . 

In order to rebut my 
contenti()ns about the M85, 
Wagner invited me to 
observe and participate in a 
Blue Force training 
exercise. Never one to pass 
up an opportunity to hear 
the sustained, raucous 
music of a machine gun, 
watch arcing tracers in the 
night, smell an<! taste the 
acrid · burning of ball 
powder, and ·bust a few 
rapid-fire caps myself, 

Wagner found me on the 
doorstep of the battalion's 
S3 building almost before I 
had Public Affairs 
Office clearance. 

The morning after I 
arrived, following a hearty 
breakfast of S.O.S. in the 
HQ mess hall, I found 
myself at 0600 bouncing 
down the road in a deuce­
and-a-half t()ward the tank 
range deep within the 
Mojave Desert. The 
military 2 1/2-ton truck has 
changed little over the !ast 
20 years. Apparently built 
without springs or with a 
suspension system dl;!signed 
to withstand a 100-ton . 
load, every pebble on the 
ro&d surface is magnified a 
thousand times and 
translated screaming 
thr0 ugh each bof!e, muscle 
and sinew in the human 
body. Our driver, SSg.t. 
R\ldy Acuna, also froqt the 
S3 operations and training 
section. s~emed totally 
oblivious to both the pain 
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ABOVE: M60Al slews through turn in desert dust; modern tanks will 
engage on the move. 
LEFT: Obsolete U.S. APC becomes target for modern armor. Red ~tar· 
bedecked hulk shows clean holes of high-velocity sabot rounds and 
irregular, burnt perforations from HEAT shells. 

and my ever-increasing 
groans. We arrived at the 
range to find the five tanks 
of the 3rd Platoon of 
Company C just finishing 
their prep-to-fire and bore­
sighting procedures, started 
the day before . 

The M60Al carries a 
105mm British-designed 
main gun. This high­
velocity tank cannon uses a 
rifled tube and vertical 
breech. There are three 
methods by which this 
weapon can be fired. 

During the day and at 
twilight, the gun can be 
fired with the Primary 
Direct Fire Control system 
(PDFC), which is tied into 
the tank's M13A2 ballistic 
computer and is 
mechanically coupled to 
the tank commander's 
coincidence rangefinder, or 
by means of the 105D 
telescope. Night vision is 
provided by a non-ballistic 
reticule passive sight which 
is also slaved to the PDFC. 
Wagner much prefers the 
105D optical sight, feeling 
it is more reliable in all 
situations with a high 
pucker factor, but endorses 

and teaches both. The 
M13A2 is subject to the 
usual human error 
associated with computer 
systems (garbage in, 
garbage out) and 
mechanical failure of its 
intricate linkage. However, 
using the 105D telescope 
requires skill and much 
practice. (Sorry, 
Fort Knox.) 
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Three types of 
ammunition were used 
during the Blue Force 
exercise: TPDS-T (target 
practice disgarding sabot­
tracer), HEAT-TPT (high 
explosive anti-tank -
target practice tracer) and 
HEP-TPT (high explosive 
plastic - target practice 
tracer ). The 105mm sabot 
rounds that I fired as 
gunner leave the muzzle at 
a screaming 4,850 fps. It 
was difficult to come down 
from the high produced by 
scoring four out of five 
direct hits on tanks more 
than 1,800 meters away. 
Not too bad for an earth 
pig, as I was continually 
called by the 3rd Platoon 
tread-heads. 

But, the object of my 
greatest attention was , of 
course, the much disputed 
M85 .50-caliber machine 
gun. When we arrived at 
the range, one of the M85s 
was still out of service from 
the evening before. A badly 
ruptured case had resulted 
in a Class 3, or Severe, 
stoppage, one which 
would require an 
armorer's attention. 

Wagner insists that many 
of my criticisms of the M85 
were at least 10 years out 
of date. For example, 
spring returns on the feed 
assembly have not caused 
extreme bolt friction 
problems in 12 to 13 years. 
Furthermore, the firing pin 
protrusion has not 
presented a problem in 
more than a decade 
because of updated 
machining and measuring 
techniques. Wagner says 
the bolts themselves never 
broke, only the retaining 
pin . The problem of 
unequal bolt loads was not 
a function of the locking 
lug recesses, but rather the 
rivets on the first few 
thousand M85 receivers 
produced. They loosened, 
causing receiver width 
expansion . The barrel 
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ABOVE: .SO-caliber shootoff - Specialist Kasey fires M2 from M•I06 while 
SFC Richard M. Wagner pulls rank, racing by in M60Al , ready to turn M85 
on rock'n'roll. 

ABOVE: Outside of 
M85 backplate 
group with solenoid 
plunger and trigger. 

UPPER LEFT: 
Close-up of 
M240 feed 
cover. Note 
similarity to that 
of U.S. Army's 
new M249 SAW. 
UPPER RIGHT: 
Machined feed 
block of FN MAG 
shows descent 
from German 
WWII MG 42. 
RIGHT: 
Distinctive M85 
pierced conical 
flash 
suppressor. 
LOWER RIGHT: 
Spring, rod and 
sleeve of M85 
HMG bolt buffer 
group. 
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extension would then 
expand, allowing uneven 
bolt loads which eventually 
sheared the retaining pin. 
The M85 will often function 
even with a broken 
retaining pin. I also 
originally stated that the 
M85 was periodically taken 
out of its wraps, carefully 
cleaned and lubricated, and 
put away. This is not true, 
as a normal gunnery 
exercise fired two to four 
times a year will result in 
the expenditure of 5,000 to 
6,000 rounds per gun. 

In addition, the Israelis 
did not reject the M85, but 
the cupola on which it is 
mounted. They replaced 
the commander's cupola 
with a low-profile "Israeli­
mount" double-clamshell 
hatch and the M85 with 
the M60D MG in cal. 
7.62mm NATO. The Israeli 
modification of the M60 
tank is no longer classified, 
as I had stated. More than 
50 percent of our Army 
National Guard's M48A5 
tanks have now 
incorporated this 
modification. 

Finally, Wagner took 
exception to my assertion 
that the M85 will not 
function in dry or dusty 
environments without 
excessive lubrication. He 
claims the only areas 
requiring lubrication are 
the bolt grooves of the 
barrel extension and 
sometimes, in desert 
climates, the left side of the 
feed and ejector assembly 
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(to the right of the two feed 
holding pawls). Yet there 
was a one-gallon container 
of oil at the ammo point. 
One of the tankers blithely 
told me it was for lubing 
the M85. The specimen I 
fired appeared to be well 
saturated with oil, but the 
weapon had been 
uncleaned during three 
days of firing out 
in the field. 

But the proof of the 
pudding is in the eating, 
and the "forgiving bitch," 
as the tankers fondly call 
her, did quite well, thank 
you. We fired many 
thousands of rounds 
through the platoon's 

ABOVE: 
lst / 73rd 
practices for 
Independence 
Day with four 
M60Als firing 
.50-caliber 
tracer. 
LOWER 
RIGHT: 
Identifiable 
by absence of 
fins, 4.2-inch 
M30 mortar 
rounds ready 
for firing. 
BELOW: 
Field-stripped 
FN MAG on 
tank deck. 

ABOVE: Hatch-backed Ml 13 APC 
becomes M106Al Mortar Carrier. 
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M85s. We had one Class 2, 
or Clearable, stoppage 
during the night exercises. 
The tank commander 
cleared it in a few minutes. 
1 personally experienced 
two Class 1, or 
Immediately Clearable, 
stoppages, a result, 
according to Wagner, of my 
attempts to fire short, 
three- to four-round bursts. 
Picking up the tempo to the 
10-round bursts 
recommended for this 
weapon, I encountered no 
further malfunctions. I am 
still at a loss to explain why 
the M85 cannot fire short 
bursts without jamming 
(possibly the result of a 
well·worn driving 
rod spring). 

The M85 can be fired 

using a 7x daylight optical 
sight, an 8x non-ballistic 
reticule passive night sight, 
or from the hip, so to 
speak, as the tank 
commander makes aiming 
adjustments by observation 
of the tracer impact . The 
tracer is linked in a ration 
of one in five with AP. 

The entire Blue Force 
exercise was assisted by the 
mortar platoon of the 1st 
Battalion's Combat 
Support Company. Using 
4.2-inch mortars mounted 
in the M106Al Mortar 
Carrier (a modified version 
of the Mll3Al APC), 
SSgt. French and his men 
enthusiastically dropped 
several hundred rounds of 
assorted WP (White 
Phosphorus), Illumination 
and HE (High Explosive) 
down their tubes and 
exactly on the targets 

as called for by SFC 
Wagner and the firing 
platoon sergeant, 
SSgt. Tiffany. 

Sgt. French and his 
platoon were also served up 
as Wagner's sacFificial 
lambs on the final day of 
the exercise. Now, you just 
don't get to be one of the 
Army's most-senior master 
gunners without being more 
than a little sly and cun­
ning. While out in the field, 
French was informed by 
Wagner that he had ob­
tained some Browning­
belted .50-caliber ammo 
and that French should 
have his M2 Heavy Barrels 
trucked out to the range so 
that the track commartders 
could "get a little practice." 

So there we ate. Wagner 
standing next to the cupola 
of the M60Al with a 
Cheshire-cat grin on his 
face, waiting for the big 
M85/Ma Deuce shoot-out, 
while French scurries about 
trying to get two of his four 
M2 HBs, just out of the 
cosmollne and ~mfiK;ed , 



mounted on the tracks, 
timed and headspaced 
before Wagner gives the 
command to fire. 

French tbinks the guns 
are brand new, but they are 
all WWII AC Spark Plugs, 
arsenal rebuilt in 
September 1979. The track 
crews finally get one of the 
Ma Deuces headspaced 
and as it wails aw.ay 
(flopping around on its 
miserable vehicle mount) 
Wagner hot dogs by firing 
the M85 (which of course is 
only stabilized by 53 tons of 
tank) while standing 
outside the turret. It 
was no contest. 

But French and I, 
cursing, vow to return 
again, using a properly 
sandbagged M3 tripod. 

Wagner's little set-up 
provided an unwitting 
example of the high price 
paid for the M85 on the 
altar of ammunition 
interchangeability (see "Full 
Auto," SOF, September 
'82). The day before the 
.50-caliber shoot-out, one 
of the tank crews 
nonchalantly grabbed 
several cans of .50 caliber 
from the ammo dump and 

rumbled down range only 
to discover they had some 
Ma Deuce boxes as well. It 
might as well have been a 
different caliber for all the 
good it did them. 

So what's the bottom 
line on the M85? It works 
well . . . now. But why the 
hell didn't it when it was 
fielded more than 
a decade ago? 

During the summer of 
1978, U.S. Army units 
stationed in Germany 
began to replace the 
M73/M219 7.62mm NATO 
co-axial machine guns on 
the M60Al tanks with the 
M240. The M240 is the co­
axial tank version of the 
famed FN MAG 
(Mitrailleuse a Gaz: gas· 
operated machine gun). 
Thus, America went 
directly from the worst 
machine gun it has ever 
used (see "Full Auto," SOF, 
October '82), outside of the 
infamous WWI Chauchat, 
to one of the very best. 
This changeover is now 
complete on all U.S. Army 
M60Al tanks. The only 
M48A5 tanks equipped 
with the M240 wm be 
stationed at Ft. Irwin. The 
new Ml Abrams main 
battle tank will also sport 
the M240. All U.S. Army 
Reserve and National 
Guard units with M48 
series tanks still have 
the wretched M219 
machlne gun. 

The MAG's unique buffer 
deserves description, as It 
is greatly responsible for 
the system's much 
acclaimed reputation for 
reliability under adverse 
conditions. The buffer 
consists of a series of 11 
saucer-shaped Belleville 
washers. These washers 
store the kinetic energy of 
the piston as strain energy 
by momentarily deforming 
into a flat plate. When they 
return to their normal 
shape they throw the 
recoiling parts forward with 
a velocity only slightly less 
than the rearward velocity 
they possessed on contact 
with the buffer. This makes 
for a stiff, strong buffer with 
an extremely high 
coefficient of restitution and 
little energy loss. This 
partially explains the high 
cyclic rate (600 to 1,000 
rpm). Slower cyclic rate 
machine guns, like the 
Bren, usually have much 
"softer" buffers which in 
turn absorb far more of the 
felt recoil. In the infantry 
mode, the MAG is 
noticeably less pleasant to 
shoot than the Bren or the 
M60 GPMG. 

The higher potential 
cyclic rate is also kt· fundion 
of the gas regulator 
adjustment. Gunners, ·and 
tankers in particular, will 
usually opt for the Highest 
cyclic rate. This will, of 
course, induce greater wear 
on the operating parts and 
eventually decrease 
reliability. 

But the MAG is a sturdy 
gun, well adapted to mass­
production techniques. It 
can be faulted only for the 
absence of a Stellite-lined 
barrel. It is slightly too . 
heavy in its ground 
configuration for a GPMG, 
but this is of little 







BACK TO SCHOOL 
Most roughnecks have been 

around rigs all their lives, and natur­
ally fall into the job. Others migrate 
to the oil fields and search for work 
- usually finding it after spending 
some nights outside . Another road to 
employment is to go to school. 

Many men who find work on a rig 
ha've never seen one before, and they 
can get killed at it. Robert Prock of 
Texas A&M University and his asso­
ciates in the oil business wanted to 
eliminate this hazard . The chances of 
injury or death could be drastically 
reduced if a man received hands-on 
training with rig equipment before he 
went on the job. This concept has de­
veloped into a working program: a 
rig-crew training school, which began 
as a combined effort of the Abilene, 
Texas, Petroleum Industry Council 
(part of the Abilene Chamber of 
Commerce) and the International As­
sociation of Drilling Contractors 
(! ADC), a chapter of which was set 
·up in Abilene to start and promote it. 
The school is located near the Texas 
Instrument Plant in Abilene, and has 
its own rig on the premises. 

Students take turns at different 
jobs: floor hand, derrickman, driller. 
The course costs $600 and lasts for six 
weeks - living expenses not includ­
ed . The Windsor Hotel in Abilene 
lets rooms for $200 a month . A cheap 
apartment goes for $175. Food is 
reasonable, and gas is cheaper than 
most places around the country. One 
really needs to have his own car, 
unless he sleeps on the classroom 
floor and eats from the lunch wagon 
every day. 

As for the course, it is $600 well 
spent. After two weeks spent in the 
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classroom studying instructional texts 
prepared by the University of Texas 
Petroleum Extension Service, it's 
outside for hands-on training on the 
rig . Students are given a chance to 
apply for job interviews during the 
school with the aid of the IADC di­
rectory. I attended the second ses­
sion, and after five weeks, four enter­
prising students already had jobs. 

The first session of the new school 
ended in November 1981 and had 21 
graduate. All were offered jobs after 
completing the course when drilling 
company representatives were invited 
to watch the students do their thing. 
Some didn't accept the offer - they 
were after a job in another area, or a 
job overseas. Bu~ they now had 
hands-on training, and they knew 
that this experience would be in de­
mand somewhere. 

The rig-crew training school does 
not teach offshore drilling tech­
niques. Its primary focus is to qualify 
students to work as floor hands on 
land-based rigs, but the big advan­
tage is that a guy can familiarize 
himself with the rig, and get the safe­
ty concepts down pat - as in Air­
borne training. Safety-conscious re­
actions become second nature. When 
done with his education, the rough­
neck can look for the work he wants 
with confidence. The school is plan­
ning to offer a driller's course as well. 

Greg Strickland has been a rough­
neck for years, and now teaches his 
trade at the school. "The class is an 
effective way to solve an old prob­
lem," said Strickland. "A lot of guys 
come to a rig, and they've never seen 
one before . They are put to work, 
and no one has much time for super­
vision, so this new fellow can easily 
get hurt or killed before he gets to 
know the rig - what it does and what 
it can do to you. The school fami­
liarizes the students safely, under 
supervision, so when they get on the 
job, they ' ll have the edge. They 
won't get hurt in a situation where 
they might have gotten hurt without 
the prior hands-on training. The 
school gives the students that second 
sense before.they get on the job." 

The roughneck lives close to dan­
ger all the time. But the more he 
knows his job, the safer he is . The 
school provides prospective rough­
necks the chance to start out on the 
right foot. 

For our readers who are interested 
in working the rigs, SOF suggests you 
go back to school first, for safety's 
sake . Contact the Rig-Crew Training 
School at the Texas A&M University 
System, Texas Engineering Extension 
Service, P .0. Box 2961, Abilene, TX 
79604. Phone: (915) 698-0981. 

-J.M . 

morning, and they had to wait in the 
cold for Ken Rens, the foreman, to take 
them up the muddy road to the rig loca­
tion - four-wheel drive with four 
chains. Every day. 

"I was ready to go up the derrick first 
thing this morning," said Joe, "and not 
getting to do it when 1 was ready made 
me just want to say , 'Fuck it, I'll walk 
home.' (I'd be walking all day.) But the 
derrick - I love it. Some guys don't use 
the safety belt - figure they can grab on 
to something. I'm glad J had it on 
today." 

These men are called roughnecks. 
They tap America's oil fields on land 
and sea, and bring oil and gas out of the 
ground. It's a tough job , and the 
roughnecks are proud of what they are 
doing. The American frontier still exists, 
and they are part of it , living a life like 
that of the pioneers who crossed the 
same deserts and mountain ranges, pav­
ing the way for a more comfortable life . 
Our land is still graced with vacant vast 
expanses, untouched by man except 
where derricks dot the desert, scrape the 
sky and drill down thousands of feet to 
reap the earth's reso4rces . 

The roughneck lives out here. It 's a 
place where a man can stretch his elbows 
out as far as he can see - and come to 
peace with himself. And it 's also a place 
where a man can make a lot of money. 

There are different drilling companies 
and different rigs, drilling for oil and 
gas. Each has different work schedules 
and pay grades. I worked on what is 
called a work-over rig , self-contained on 
a truck, that sets up to perforate and 
fracture the hole after the larger rig is 
through drilling the hole and lining it 
with pipe casing. The shifts on our rig -
Twin Arrow Drilling Rig No . 311 -
were eight hours, six days a week with 

Derrick man's office. Pipe is racked behind 
derrick man, after being released from 
yellow tongs. Note safety line attached to 
waist. 
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Roughnecks start work the morning after 
light snowfall. Work-over rig is near 
Rangely, Colo. 

Sundays off, but the crew averaged 
around 72 hours a week. Weekly pay­
checks were between $400 and $800, de­
pending on a man's job and seniority. 
Pay varies around the country in differ­
ent oil patches. A man working as a 
Ooor hand , or "worm," in the Red Des­
ert of southwestern Wyoming can start 
as high as $10 per hour, and put in 
14-hour days. The Red Desert is one of 
those places where Grand Marnier is not 
served after dinner. It is a lonely land 
untamed, a vacant desert stretching 
empty from horizon to horizon. Civili­
zation is restricted to gas stations on In­
terstate 80. Here, the drills can go as 
deep as 25,000 feet. 

That's a lot of pipe to shove into the 
gro und , and one rig can stay at the same 
location for six months or more before 
moving on. Winters are rough, and just 
moving is a job in itself. The shallower 
the hole , the less time the rig will be 
there. After the well is drilled and lined 
with casing, it' s time to move on to 
another location - determin~d by dril­
ling company geologists and engineers. 

The entire rig is taken apart and 
moved to another spot, which may be 
hundreds of miles away. The rough­
necks travel with their rigs, and either 
live in motels at the company's expense 
or in t railers at the location for the dura­
tion of th e drilling. It' s a chance to see 
different parts of the country, and be­
come a "local" at the town watering 
hole until it's time to move on. 

"I worked near Baggs, Wyo., for a 
couple of months when the company got 
a contract up there." said Ken. "We 
stayed in a motel and I drove home on 
weekends to be with my family. Got in a 
lot of overtime." 

Roughnecking on the work-over rigs 
is "cleaner" than on the drilling rigs, 
and many men prefer it . But Monty, the 
driller on my r\g, preferred the big der­
ricks .in the !Jlain oil patch around 
Rangely, Colo,: "We roughnecks is a 
crazy and dirty bunch. It ain't no fun 
unless you get covered with oil" -
which often happens on the big rigs in a 
patch with a large reserve beneath the 
surface. (Contrary to popular belief, a 
"gusher" is not a welcomed occur­
rence.) But the big rigs are dangerous. 
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Like bullets, the moving parts on a rig 
pay little heed to human Oesh. A chain 
can cut a finger off like butter, and a 
stand of pipe spitting its way out of the 
hole is not what you would call a forgiv­
ing piece of equipment. 

There is the dubious practice of 
"throwing chain," in which a crewman 
wraps a pipe in chain, then throws it 
around the next stand of pipe going in 
the hole . Links of chain fly crazily in all 
directions, and you have to know where 
not to be at all times. 

It takes a special breed to be a rough­
neck; it certainly isn't for everyone. A 
fellow looking for a few fast bucks may 
come up to a rig without ever having 
seen one before, and start working as if 
he were an experienced hand - and can 
get killed for it if he 's not careful. There 
is a quick remed y to this safety problem, 
however : If a new hand appears to pay 
little attention to the experienced hand' s 
advice, he will be fired - or "run off" 

Continued on page 94 

SOF Staffer John Metzger plays roughneck 
near Rangely, Colo. 

It can get downright dirty on the big rigs. 
Roughnecks in eastern Utah watch 
lubricating mud flow from hole. 
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Text & Photos by Sgt. Gary Paul Johnston 

Six-pound RAW turns AR-15 into blockbuster. Armor- and 
masonry-penetrating rocket-propelled projectile has frag, smoke, 
gas and Willy Peter variants. 

THE U.S. Army field manual 100-5, 
Operations, states : "Many areas of 

the world, especially Western Europe, 
have experienced a massive growth in 
built-up areas and man-made changes to 
the natural landscape. These changes 
significantly affect potential future bat­
tlefields. Avoidance of built-up areas is 
no longer possible . Rather, military 
operations in built-up areas are an in­
tegral part of combat operations and 
present special opportunities and 
challenges to commanders at all levels." 

To the average ground-grunt, this 
means that he needs small arms that will 
do more than the battle rifles of the past. 
Tomorrow's infant ryman will need 
weapons that will penetrate modern ur­
ban structural barriers of brick, block 
and reinforced concrete. The Rifleman's 
Assault Weapon (RAW) was designed 
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with that modern urban battlefield in 
mind. The RAW has been developed by 
Brunswick Corporation's Defense Divi­
sion in cooperation with the U.S. Army 
Missile Command (MICOM) and repre­
sents a radical departure from what was 
previously conceived as possible in an 
accessory to a battle ri fie. 

The RAW was conceived to give all 
riflemen the instant capability of 
defeating such obstacles as light armor 
and bunkers. It will blast a hole big 
enough to crawl through in eight inches 
of double-reinforced concrete. The sur­
prising thing about the RAW is that, 
unlike most weapons of its class, it re­
quires very little training to use . It' s as 
simple as fixing a bayonet: The rifleman 
attaches the unit to his rifle, pulls out the 
safety pin and fires a standard ball car­
tridge directly at any target out to 200 

meters, using standard sights. Within a 
quarter of a second, the RAW is rocket­
propelled from its launch frame and flies 
straight to the target in Jess than two 
seconds with zero trajectory. That 's 
right: no holdover, no ranging errors. 

The RA W's launcher frame holds a 
tube which is free to rotate on bearings, 
and which contains rear vents, as well as 
two side vents which consist of two 
curved tubes that are at opposing right 
angles to the axis of the main tube. The 
projectile fits into the main tube and up 
against part of the main launcher sup­
port. This portion of the support has a 
hole drilled through it which connects 
with the muzzle sleeve. The removal of 
the safety pin unblocks a firing pin at the 
lower end of the hole where it meets the 
projectile body. 

When the bullet leaves the muzzle o f 
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Army Tests 
Urban 

Bunker Buster 

Rifleman's Assault Weapon separate from 
battle rifle: light , compact, potent. 

the rifle, some of the expanding gas 
flow s down the launcher-tube hole and 
through the bracket. With the safety pin 
remo ved, the gas is free to strike the fir­
ing pin, driving it into a primer in the 
rear of the projectile and starting the 
rocket motor. As gas is expelled from 
the rocket, it is directed through the two 
right-angled tubes, causing the main 
tube and projectile to spin 60 revolutions 
per second. At launch, the gasses are 
directed through the rear vents in the 
main tube and diverted outward, away 
from the shooter, similar to a muzzle 
brake. Because the RAW launcher can 
be removed and does not alter the rifle's 
main function, the rifleman is able to 
protect himself at all times : 

The spinning of the RAW gives it 
gyroscopic stability in flight : The axis of 
the round ball is inclined several degrees 
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Cutaway RAW shows arming mechanism, 
payload and blast-directing aluminum shell. 

to provide one-g (acceleration of gravi­
ty) of upward thrust. This creates the 
level flight during the rocket motor's 
200-meter life . 

The RAW warhead is armed through 
a conventional thrust/ spin mechanism 
and, upon impact, the front part flat­
tens, giving a "squash head" effect. Its 
applications are nearly limitless . It is a 
rifle munition with light artillery power. 

"It will destroy any vehicle," said 
Baker, "up to and including all light 
armor." I asked him about tanks. "Of 
course we anticipate its use against 
tanks, but it has yet to be proven in that 
area." 

Other, more specialized payloads such 
as fragmentation, smoke, target­
marking, white phosphorus and CS 
grenades can also be incorporated into 
the system . The RAW weighs six 

pounds, three of which are payload, and 
although there is no recoil, the muzzle 
moves slightly upward at the instant of 
weight loss. Another advantage is that, 
unlike other man-fired rockets, the 
RAW can be launched from inside small 
enclosures with no backblast , enabling 
the shooter to remain undetected . 

Is the RAW the answer to urban com­
bat problems of the future? Brunswick 
thinks so, and the Army and Marine 
Corps are very interested, as are several 
other Free World countries. Develop­
ment of the RAW began during the pre­
vious administration, however, when it 
was common to hear the role of the in­
fantryman in future conflicts minimized . 
A 1978 cost analysis put the RAW at 
$100 a copy - a bargain even by 1982 
standards. ~ 
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AFGANHISTAN 
UPDITE Russians L~se Battles 

~I But Mav win war 



When the "logistical tail " of the 
Soviet Army is subtracted from the 
approximately 135,000 men 
reported present in Afghanistan 
(seven divisions, not counting air 
force personnel , KGB or MVD), only 
a fraction , perhaps 80,000 men, are 
readily available for combat. The 
logistical " tentacles" of the Soviet 
occupation force in Kabul cannot 
presently support troops far afield 
for long , nor provide security much 
beyond the environs of the capital. 
The Soviet Army of occupation in 
Afghanistan sits in the valley of the 
shadow of death. One million 
troops may not be equal 
to the task . 

SOF has learned from 
inte lligence sources that the Soviet 
military leaders responsible for the 
conduct of the invasion and 
occupation may have been "given a 
quota" of troops available for duty 
in Afghanistan by politicians in the 
Kremlin - a "not-to-be-exceeded" 
figure. 

Wary of "endless wars of 
escalation, " as witnessed from 
the ir unique perspective of the 
American military counter­
insurgency campaigns in Vietnam, 
the Soviet military hierarchy has 
apparently placed an arbitrary limit 
on the number of troops destined 
for duty in Afghanistan, a " no­
more, no-less" policy. 

Although other geopolitical 
military considerations may have 
inf luenced this quota, whatever its 
size, the result is that Soviet 
troops have been, in effect , 
doomed to manage as best they 

·can in the furthest, most hostile 
outposts from Red Square. 

In the air, the vaunted Soviet 
Mi-24 helicopter gunship has 
proven vulnerable to the severe 
stress of sustained aerial combat 
and increasingly accurate ground 
fire . (The Mi-24 has three vulnerable 
point~ difficult to armor or protect: 
turbine air intakes, tail-rotor 
assembly and an oil tank 
inexplicably, but conveniently, 
located beneath the red star on the 
fuselage.) 

MiGs are even more vulnerable 
in the mountains, both to ground 
fire (thin skin), and flight 
limitations (high altitude, low 
atmospheric density). The Soviet 
Air Force seems to lack an 
adequate quick-reaction tactical 
MiG strike capability . FACs are 
conspicuously absent from 
Afghanistan 's skies . 

Afghan Christmas is opening a new 
12.7mm HMG still in cosmoline. Half. 
inch bullets must replace ATGMs and 
SAMs in poor, foot-borne, sandal-shod 
" army." 
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On the ground, the jagged 
heights, narrow defiles and sharp 
val leys of Afghanistan remain 
impervious to Soviet armor and 
mechan ized infantry tactics. The 
Russians have yet to employ air­
mobile infantry tactics with any 
measure of confidence or success. 
Strategic Soviet armored and 
mechanized infantry offensives 
have stalled repeatedly; decimated 
columns straggle back from the 
countryside daily. 

It is difficult to trace how, or 
where, weapons are obtained by 
Afghan resistance forces. There is 
no evidence to suggest that the 
Urti ted States, or any other country, 
has provided substantial, direct 
military aid for the guerrillas . The 
eclectic assortment of weapons 
include AK-47s, some bearing 
Egyptian markings, others Chinese, 
many Soviet AKMs and old British 
.303 Lee-Enfields. Certainly some 
arms are provided directly by 
sympathetic governments, but it is 
"easier" if arms are purchased in 
the international arms market with 
group funds. There have been no 
large purchases or deliveries of 
sophisticated arms, such as SAMs 

· or ATMs. Although an increase in 
the numbers of armor-piercing 
RPGs and AT mines is 
encouraging , the guerrillas 
cont inue to fight very well, 
with very litt le. 
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The costs of continued Soviet 
occupation are high - on the 
ground in Afghanistan, in East­
West relations and in their 
standing in the Third World. The 
Soviets are involved in a classic 
effort to suppress what in another 
context they themselves might call 
a national liberation s.truggle. 

Beyond the human suffering and 
pain of Afghanistan's war, the true 

tragedy remains the world 's 
indifference to the consequences. 
Media attention is easily diverted; 
other wars vie for headlines and 
air-time, other tragedies occupy the 
moment. It is a cruel t ruth , not 
easily explained to those who wait 
patiently in the mountains of 
Afghanistan for a weapon, any 
weapon, w.ith which to fight for 
freedom . ;.:: 

ABOVE: Victorious mujahideen display bolt-action SMLEs and captured AKMs 
atop burnt-out Russian tank. This T-54's return fire was directed at SOFers 
Brown and Coyne a few months before (see SOF, p. 50, November '82). BELOW: 
SMLEs decorated with hand-loomed web-gear, AKMs and one AK-74 (third from 
left, front row) were principal weapons for carrying Russian-supported Afghan 
Army outpost near Khost. Victors pose inside recently captured hi ll -top fort. 
Photos: Courtesy Afghan National Liberation Front. 
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THE EMPIRE 
STRIKES BACK 
Jim Graves & Bob Poos 
Photos Courtesy of Royal Marines & Royal Marine SBS 
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Making good use of extreme conditions at 
home, members of SBS, wearing British 
special-forces cammies, train with Sterling­
Patchelt MkV suppressed-barrel SMG and 
Klepper Mk13 "canoe." 
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T HE SBS and SAS, including the 
"San Carlos Chapter, Hells 

Angels," paved the way for Great Bri­
tain's successful reconquest from Argen­
tina of the Falkland Islands last April, 
May and June. 

Many, although certainly not all, SOF 
readers will be aware that the initials 
SBS stand for England's Royal Marine 
Commando Special Boat Squadron and 
SAS for the British Army's Special Air 
Service regiment. The "San Carlos 
Chapter, Hells Angels" consisted of 
men from the latter force who employed 
CanAm dirt bikes and Land Rovers on 
scouting/ recon missions for the main 
British invasion in late May. 

However, involvement in the unde­
clared war by British Royal Marine regu­
lars, the SAS and SBS began almost two 
months before Guardsmen, Gurkhas 
and other British conventional troops in­
flicted a humiliating defeat upon poorly 
trained and ill-motivated Argentine 
teen-aged draftees. Argentine Special 
Forces and Marines fared little better. 

The whole thing - which first looked 
like a comic-opera affair, but turned out 
otherwise - began on 2 April when Ar­
gentine Marines, some 5,000 of them, 
invaded the Falklands, which are located 
in an inhospitable area of the South At­
lantic noted for its sub-zero tempera­
tures and blizzards whipped by 100-
mph-plus gales . 

The stated purpose was to resolve an 
old Argentine/ English dispute about 
rightful ownership of the island group, 
where sheep far outnumber human in­
habitants. 

But the real reason was an effort by 
Argentina's ruling military junta to re­
store faith in the government and shore 
up sagging national morale in a country 
inflicted with economic and other woes. 
What better way to do that than "to ral­
ly 'round the flag, boys," in support of 
a flashy military operation? 

So on 2 Aprii, Argentina, with little 
prior warning, threw its full weight of 
military might against East and West 
Falklands, particularly the capital, Port 
Stanley. For two hours, 81 Royal Ma­
rines held them off, prepared to die to 
the last man, if need be. But their com­
manding officer, Maj . Mike Norman, 
along with Falklands Governor and 
Commander-in-Chief Rex Hunt, de­
creed otherwise. Hunt, adorning himself 
in the full regalia of his office, including 
plumed, cocked hat, surrendered. Al­
though he may have looked amusing in 
this I 9th-century attire, Hunt is neither a 
fool nor a coward and he is no stranger 
to violence, being a former RAF fighter 
pilot and member of the British diplo­
matic mission in Saigon when it was 
overrun by Viet Cong during the Viet­
namese War. 

Hunt recalls that after seeing the Ar­
gentine fleet, including landing craft 
stuffed with troops of the invasion 
force, "I had come to terms with the 
fact that !might not survive the night 

and because of that I really wasn't 
frightened. My wife and son had already 
been moved to safety.' ' 

Despite the surrender, an element of 
22 British Marines made a similar brave 
but futile last stand on the dependency 
of South Georgia which lies some 800 
miles southeast of Port Stanley, down­
ing two assault helicopters and killing 10 
to 15 Argentinians. But like their broth­
ers in the Falklands proper, these men 
were overwhelmed by sheer weight of 
numbers and also capitulated . 

This stubborn display of British stiff 
upper lip should have furnished the Ar­
gentinians some idea of what lay in store 
for them. But it didn't. For the moment, 
it was all cheers and flag waving in Buen­
os Aires and the government of Gen. 
Leopoldo Galtieri suddenly achieved the 
popular endorsement it sought. 

But flags also began waving and mar­
tial music playing in England, which 
seems to thrive on initial military disas­
ter while trusting to God, Queen and 
Country for ultimate victory. And al­
most before the smoke stopped curling 
from the muzzles of Royal Marine rifles, 
Prime Minister Margaret Thatcher gave 
the command to get back those islands, 
some 8,000 miles distant. 

The order came as no surprise to the 
Marines and their SBS and the SAS, 
who knew they would be the first to go 
into action . They were ready and they 
must've been eager because this was to 
be no Northern Ireland where both had 
long suffered severe restraints while at 
the same time fighting the Irish Republi­
can Army and desperately trying not to 
inflict casualties on innocent civilian by­
standers - some of whom were not so 
innocent. This was the real thing: war 
against a clear-cut enemy which had at­
tacked British territory. 

Humor, honor and brains combine in 
SBS emblem decorating Squadron HQ. 
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British military planners selected 
Ascension Island, about halfway be­
tween England and the Falklands, as 
their staging area for ground and naval 
forces, and C-130 Hercules transports 
began flying equipment and men there. 

Among the first were the SBS - com­
posed of about 100 men - and troopers 
from the 22 SAS regiment. 

Like the war itself, most SBS/SAS op­
erations began with disaster and ended 
in triumph, largely due to the superb 
training, physical condition and disci­
pline of the troops involved. 

Their admirers are fond of calling the 
SBS the "hardest men in the world" and 
credit them with being the toughest, 
best-trained troops on earth. They might 
meet with an argument there from U.S. 
Marines, particularly those in Force Re­
con companies, and from the Army's 
Ranger battalions. But both the SBS and 
SAS did well enough in the South Atlan­
tic to gain the respect of military ob­
servers the world qver - especially in 
Argentina. 

The SBS and SAS had a multifaceted 
role in the Falklands - but generally it 
could be divided into a reconnaissance 
mission (usually the SBS) and a raiding 
mission (usually the SAS). 

Recon missions were launched to lo­
cate potential landing beaches and test 
the ground to determine if it was firm 
enough to support tracked and wheeled 
assault vehicles, to identify Argentine 
strong points, patrol routes, radar sites, 
mine fields and beach obstacles. 

SBS recon patrols in the Falklands, 
usually landed by small boat, traveled 
light. SBS troops have a three-layered 
kit. The E&E (escape and evasion) kit -
about which very little is known - is 
presumed to consist of survival devices 
and equipment hidden among clothing 
and nonsuspicious equipment. The SBS 
belt kit consists of handgun, knife, fish­
ing line, water bottle, snares and food 
pouch. The third layer is the pack kit -
extra food, dry clothing and waterproof 
poncho. In addition the SBS four-man 
half-section patrols carried M16 rifles -
with the M203 grenade launcher -
plastic explosives, night sights, laser 
"torches," which cast invisible beams 
on targets creating a hot spot which in­
frared detectors on bombs can guide in 
on and a small radio capable of burst 
transmissions. The SAS recon patrols, 
inserted by a variety of means including 
HALO (High Altitude Low Opening) 
parachute jumps, were similarly 
equipped. 

Because of the nature of their mission, 
the SBS and SAS recon patrols avoided 
contact with both Argentine forces and 
the islanders but there were brushing 
contacts with stray sentries whose subse­
quent disappearance caused consider­
able concern among the Argentine garri­
son forces . 

The raiding missions (usually handled 
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British special forces recon team covers and 
searches lieutenant commander of Argentine 
Marines captured in contact with enemy 
patrol. 

by SAS teams but fre'quently with SBS 
units along in a recon role) were con­
ducted to create diversions, confuse the 
Argentinians as to the main landing 
areas and to take out critical targets -
air fields, radar sites, fuel and ammuni­
tion dumps. 

The British war plan called for an 
assault first on the South Georgia 
Islands, some 1,400 miles east of the 
Falklands, also occupied by Argentina 
but with light forces. 

lee-covered, wind-swept South Geor­
gia is a harsh land even in spring. Domi­
nated by a mountain range that has 
peaks up to 10,000 feet and glaciers that 
start at the tide line, South Georgia is 
sometimes facetiously called "the last 
place on God's earth." Appropriately 
enough Britain's famous Antarctic ex­
plorer Sir Ernest Shackleton is buried on 
the island. 

At least four days before the first 
Royal Marines from M Company, 42 
Commando, came ashore, SBS and SAS 
recon teams were prowling on the island. 

The SBS got on South Georgia first, 
using some of the "James Bondish" 
equipment and tactics the unit is famous 
for. The SBS recon men flew from their 
base in England to Ascension Island by 
C-130, refueled and then continued in 
the C-130 to a rendezvous with a British 
submarine somewhere well off South 
Georgia. The s~s men parachuted in 
and swam to the submarine which in 
turn transported them close to the 
island . The three four-man recon teams 

got· on the island via Gemini inflatable 
landing craft. 

On the night of 21-22 April, the SAS 
put its first men ashore. The 15-man unit 
from Mountain Warfare Troop of D 
Squadron 22 SAS choppered from the 
British Navy auxiliary ship Tidespring to 
Fortuna Glacier. 

Conditions atop the glacier were , how­
ever, abominable - the wind was gusting 
at over 100 miles-per-hour and blizzard 
conditions prevailed - so the SAS called 
for an extraction. A Mark V Wessex heli­
copter from HMS Antrim picked up the 
team but crashed seconds later in a com­
plete white-out. A second Wessex also 
crashed while trying to pick up the team . 
Lt. Com. Ian Stanley flew in a third 
Wessex, picked up the SAS and both 
crews and though seriously overloaded on 
his final trip got the lot back to the An­
trim. Stanley received the Distinguished 
Service Order for rescuing the men . 

Within hours of their return to the 
Antrim, the SAS decided to have 
another go at it, using Geminis and 
troops from Boat Troop D Squadron. 
Three of the five boats were able to 
reach shore but two teams found 
themselves in trouble when outboard 
motors failed because of age and inade­
quate maintenance. A Wessex helicopter 
found one of the craft and plucked its 
occupants from mountainous ocean 
swells but a search failed to locate the 
second missing Gemini. Its troopers 
managed to paddle it to the last landfall 
before Antarctica. Had they not, they 
probably would have remained frozen 
for all eternity in the icy wasteland of 
that continent. As it was, they showed 
enormous discipline in holding radio 
silence for five days - until the landings 
started - before calling for a rescue. 

At Grytviken harbor - where the Ar-
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ABOVE: HALO-equipped parachutist of 
Royal Marine Special Boat Squadron wears 
oxygen mask, 7.62mm NATO L7Al 
GPMG, old-pattern camouflage wind-proof 
suit and Bergen rucksack hung under 
'chute. BELOW: Green-bereted Royal 
Marine Commandos ready to land on San 
Carlo carry L42Al sniper rifle and L 7 Al 
GPMG, both in 7.62 NATO. 
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gentines had most of their forces - the 
recon teams scouted out the defenses 
and then set up an artillery/ naval gun­
fire observation post manned by a Royal 
Artillery officer. 

Although a conventional assault was 
planned for Grytviken, it never came off 
because the Argentines were frightened 
of the firepower the British had on hand 
and because of a daring raid launched by 
the SAS. 

When the Argentine submarine Sante 
Fe, attacked and disabled by British heli­
copters, ran aground in Grytviken's har­
bor on 25 April, the SAS commander on 
the Antrim convinced Capt. Brian 
Young, the officer commanding opera­
tions, to let him try a surprise assault on 
the Argentine positions to take advan­
tage of all the confusion caused by the 
precipitous "docking" of the Sante Fe. 

Royal Marine Capt. Rodney Bell led 
30 SAS men on the raid directly through 
an Argentine minefield. The raiding par­
ty was able to cross it because during the 
night the SAS/SBS recon teams ashore 
had cleared paths through the minefield. 
But the attack across mined ground so 
stunned the Argentine defenders that 
they surrendered without firing a shot. 

The following day the Argentine gar­
rison at Leith surrendered, giving the 
force a total of 156 Argentine soldiers 
and 38 Argentine civilians captured. 

Meanwhile, in the Falklands, SBS and 
SAS recon teams, some ashore as early 
as 18 April, were busy collecting in­
telligence for the main assault. 

One of the first critical targets identi­
fied by the recon teams was Argentina's 
grass air strip at Pebble Island, on the 
north side of West Falkland. Stationed at 
Pebble Island were Argentinian-made 
twin-engined Pucaras, an aircraft de­
signed for use against infantry troops and 
one with quite a punch since it mounts 
two 20mm Hispano Suiza cannons, four 
7 .62mm FN machine guns - and can 
carry 3,300 pounds of bombs. Additional 
target areas on Pebble Island included 
ammunition and fuel stockpiles and a ra­
dar station atop 900-foot First Mountain . 

The British command elected to send 
in a raiding party from 22 SAS, since the 
SAS units are better equipped for that 
type of bash and dash (hit and run to 
their American cousins) mission. 

Although canoe-borne SAS men were 
on Pebble Island as early as 11 May, 
conditions in the area were so rough -
high seas and gale-force winds - the ac­
tual assault was not launched until the 
night of 14-15 May. 

The raiding party, which consisted of 
45 men from 22 SAS and a naval gunfire 
team, left HMS Hermes in Westland 
Commando Mark 22 helicopters during 
a gale, to prevent the Argentines from 
hearing the choppers. 

Let off a few miles from the air strip, 
the SAS party approached silently until 
the target was in sight and then assaulted 
as a destroyer walked 4.5-inch shells 
though the position just ahead of the 
SAS raiders. The actual damage was ac­
complished through use of -plastic ex­
plosives and phosphorous grenades. The 
naval gunfire was intended only to keep 
the Argies' heads down while the SAS 
wired up the stores, the radar station 
and the 11 Pucaras stationed there. The 
attack was a complete success with all 
targets destroyed and only two SAS 
wounded. 

In a much smaller operation, and one 
which the British have denied to this 
time, the SBS got in another spectacular 
score on a raid - but this one was aimed 
at the Argentine mainland. 

On 4 May, Argentina's Capt. Augusto 
Cesar Vedacarratz shocked the British 
and the world with a one-shot, one-hit 
kill of the HMS Sheffield, a destroyer on 
radar-picket duty 70 miles west of the 
Falklands. Vedacarratz, flying a French­
made Super Etendard, locked onto the 
Sheffield from more than 20 miles away 
and fired off an Exocet AM-39 missile. 
The French-made Exocet missile came in 
at wave-top height and nearly the speed 
of sound . The missile tore a hole in the 
ship before exploding in the control 
room. However, the most serious dam­
age was done when the Exocet's unused 
rocket fuel triggered a fire which con-
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sumed the aluminum hull, killed 20 
British sailors and forced the ship to be 
abandoned . 

The British were stunned that a single 
jet, launching a single Exocet missile, 
could sink a $23-million destroyer, 
which appeared only as a brief blip on 
the radar set of the Etendard fighter. 

Vedacarratz had started his mission 
from Rio Gallegos Airfield in extreme 
southern Argentina. 

The world's only hint of what exactly 
took place on or around 20 May came 
when a British Sea King helicopter 
crashed near Puerto Arenas, Chile . 

Chile, which had a "minor" dispute 
with Argentina in 1979 over who owned 
the islands in the Beagle Channel off 
Tierra del Fuego, could not openly be 
associated with the British effort so 
there were some "nasty" c:liplomatic 
notes exchanged over the British intru­
sion of Chilean air space. The British 
claimed the unmarked Sea King had 
wandered off course in bad weather. 

The "unofficial" rumor is that an 
SAS observation team rode the Sea King 
from Chile to Rio Gallegos airfield in 
Argentina to provide assistance to a SBS 
raiding party landed by boat from the 
diesel submarine HMS Onyx. The SBS 
party knocked out five Super Etendard 
jets . Thereafter Argentina took the ex­
pedient measure of not parking jets on 
ajr fields at night. Argentine jets were 
towed off base and parked on nearby 
roads, then towed back to base when a 
launch order was issued. It was an SAS 
observation unit, left to observe this 
reaction, which crashed in the Sea King 
on a return trip to Chile. 

However, after three successes, the 
British Special Forces thereafter en-. 
countered tragedy. On 20 May, a Sea 
King helicopter, seeking to land 26 SAS 
troopers on the deck of a British ship, 
was hit by a bird, presumably an alba­
tross, some of which have an eight-foot 
wing span. The Sea King plunged into 
the ocean and remained afloat only long 
enough for two crewmen and seven sol­
diers to escape. Nineteen SAS troopers 
perished. 

By now, the British High Command 
planned to get down to business . The 
night of 20 May and morning of 21 May, 
a joint force of SBS/SAS launched di­
version attacks on key Argentine posi­
tions, mainly on West Falkland but also 
against Goose Green and Darwin on 
East Falkland. The spoiling attacks were 
designed to distract the Argentines, to 
cover the landing at San Carlos (on the 
west side of East Falkland) and to make 
reinforcement of any position difficult. 

Meanwhile, SBS Marines seized a 
beachhead at San Carlos and silenced an 
Argentine observation post on Fanning 
Island, overlooking San Carlos. The 
SAS and SBS recon patrols on the beach 
greeted the invasion force - Marines 
from 40, 42 and 45 Commandoes, the 
2nd and 3rd Parachute Battalions - and 
guided them into beachhead defensive 
positions. 

78 SOLDlllR OF FORTUNE 

THE BOATS OF THE SBS 
by James Shortt 

The British Royal Marine Special 
Boat Squadron and Special Air Ser­
vice regiment boat troops employ 
craft ranging in size from surfboards 
to Landing Craft, Venicle/Personnel 
(LCVP) and Landing Craft, Utility 
(LCU), with which practically every 
U.S. Marine and many soldiers are 
familiar . They include: 
• Paddle board, kno~ by civilians 
as the surfboard. Used by swimmers 
as a flotation aid for men and equip­
ment in short-range work requiring 

silence and low visibility. 
• Canoe, Klepper Mk 13, produced 
by the German firm of that name for 
the SBS. Only difference between it 
and a civilian version is appropriate 
camouflage paint. Collapsible with 
frame carried in one canvas bag and 
skin in another. Weight, 112 pounds. 
Supports total weight of 1,000 
pounds, including' two men. In use by 
SBS for more than 20 years, includ­
ing Falklands war. 
• "Kestrel," three-man collapsible. 
Packs in a small bag which can be at­
tached to a parachutist ' s leg and 
released by line prior to landing. 
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Usually powered by a 9.5hp outboard 
engine dropped separately. Inflates 
by CO, cartridge popped by lanyard. 
• "Gemini," made by Dunlop for 
the Ministry of Defense since 1953. 
Capacity of four fully equipped men 
or six swimmers. Carries four paddles 
but can also be powered by outboard 
motor of up to 40hp. Length, 15 feet, 
three inches; beam, six feet, three 
inches. 
• "Rigid Raider," military version 
of the Boston Whaler-type sport­
fishing boat. Length, 17 feet, 1 V2 
inches; beam, seven feet, 1 Vz inches. 
Capacity of 10 equipped comman-
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dos. Powered by outboard motor of 
up to 140hp. 
• Landing Craft, Vehicle Personnel 
(LCVP, British version). Length, 90 
feet; beam, 22 feet, four inches; 
draft, two feet, four inches; twin-en­
gined, twin rudders; weight, 13 tons; 
crew of three. 
e Landing Craft, Utility (LCU, 
British version). Length, 90 feet; 
beam, 22 feet, four inches; draft, 
four feet, seven inches; weight, 90 
tons; capable of deploying light ar­
mored vehicles (LA Vs). 

As the British conventional forces 
poured ashore and moved inland, the 
SAS and SBS Marines conducted scout­
ing and patrol actions in front of the col­
umns. This was when the CanAm bikes 
came into play, since they were well 
suited to the Falklands' terrain . 

Once the British broke out of the 
beachhead the only really stiff resistance 
came at Goose Green, taken eventually 
by a savage attack by the 2nd Paras, the 
same unit which landed at Arnhem dur­
ing World War II. 

Once the garrison at Goose Green sur­
rendered and the SAS and SBS recon pa­
trols brought the columns closer and 
closer to the Argentines' main position 
at Port Stanley, the war became anti-cli­
mactic. Half-frozen, hungry· and thor­
oughly frightened Argentine troops be­
gan discarding weapons and helmets in 
their eagerness to surrender. They prob­
ably figured they would be freated better 
by the Brits than by their own officers, 
who reportedly sought to discourage 
precipitate surrender by shooting to 
death with pistols a few of the hapless 
draftees. British Marines who partici­
pated in the campaign reported to SOF 
the capture of soldiers as young as 12, 
some of whom didn't even know they 
were scheduled to participate in the war 
until they arrived in the Falklands. 
When boarding aircraft they were told 
they were going to southern Argentina. 

In addition to the officers trying to 
hold the draftees in line, British Marines 
reported that Argentine Special Forces 
troops were scattered among the draf­
tees to enforce discipline by harsh 
measures. The Argie SFs had two ID 
cards, one military, the other indicating 
they were part of the secret police. 

However, the harsh measures used to 
hold the draftees in line had little impact 
once the Brits overran the high positions 
around Port Stanley. Once the Two Sis­
ters, Wireless Ridge, Tumbledown 
Mountain, Mount William and Sapper 
Hill fell, the Argentines were in com­
plete retreat and white flags began to 
flutter around Port Stanley. 

Just before the final surrender on 14 
June, SBS and SAS small-unit patrols 
encountered one another and mistaking 
one another as enemy opened fire. One 
SBS sergeant was killed . 

During the entire Falklands opera­
tion, iO British Special Forces men met 
death, all in accidents rather than 
through enemy resistance. 

Among those accepting the Argentine 
surrender was SAS' Commanding Offi­
cer Lt. Col. Mike Rose who reportedly 
amused himself during the San Carlos 
landing by pot-shooting at Argentine 
planes with an M 16 while reclining in a 
deck chair. Fluent in Spanish and 
formerly in the intelligence service, he 
served as interpreter and negotiator for 
the formal Argentine surrender.· 

Continued on page 88 
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'We are the Pilgrims, Master: 
We shall go always a little further: 

·It may be beyond that last blue mountain 
barr'd with snow, 

Across that angry or that glimmering Sea. 
(From the SAS memorial to their dead; 
22 SAS, Bradbury Lines Camp, Hereford) 
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WHO DARES 
WINS 

T ABELED by their wounded enemies 
Las the British government's private 
assassination squad, members of the 
SAS - the Special Air Service - have 
been actively engaged in "covert opera­
tions" in Northern Ireland for some 
time, although the authorities are 
extremely touchy and reticent about 
these activities and play them down . The 
Provisional · IRA refers to them as 
"black operations." 

A series of sectarian killings in the 
province had culminated - in January 
1976 - in the murder of five Catholics 
on one day and of IO Protestants the 
next. The following day the British 
Prime Minister's Office announced that 
the SAS would be sent to South Ar­
magh, known to British soldiers as 
"bandit country." They had been in 
Northern Ireland briefly in 1969. 

The SAS undoubtedly carried out a 
number of missions silently and success­
fully , causing Roy Mason, then Secre­
tary for Northern Ireland, to say in Feb-

DECEMBER/82 

Elite SAS troopers train under realistic 
conditions. This candidate attempts smile 
while dragging silenced Sterling SMG, two 
packs, hauling-sack and flotation device 
ashore after swimming "water hazard" in 
rubber immersion suit. Photo: Courtesy 
United Kingdom Land Forces 

ruary 1977: "Intelligence gathered by 
the SAS has been of great value in bring­
ing terrorists before the courts." On the 
other side of the Atlantic Ocean, the 
Guatemalans claim that SAS soldiers are 
patroling their border with Belize, in 
Central America, and are crossing into 
their territory. So far the British govern­
ment is silent on this issue. 

The official role of the SAS is one of 
"deep penetration behind enemy lines 
for sabotage and reconnaissance mis­
sions," and it is assigned to NATO, be­
ing one of the few special forces so com­
mitted. Both officers and soldiers are 
volunteers who undergo extremely tough 
and arduous selection training, in 

all weathers - mainly in the Welsh 
mountains - near their training center 
at Hereford. Less than 25 percent get 
through. Once accepted, the soldiers 
serve a three-year tour of duty with an 
option to renew their engagements if the 
SAS wants to keep them. 

There is no direct entry into the SAS 
- all volunteers are chosen from among 
serving soldiers. All, even sergeants and 
warrant officers , have to revert to the 
rank of trooper, but promotion pros­
pects are good as the SAS has a much 
higher proportion of WOs and NCOs 
than most regiments. As the SAS claims 
to be "over-recruited," its total 
strength, regular and volunteer, must be 
over 1,500. It has an officer cadre of 
about 100. 

All SAS members have to be para­
chutists and, over and above their norm­
al military skills, they have to be special­
ists as well as have a knowledge of cur­
rent affairs. They operate in teams of 
four experts - one in all types of weap-
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ons, anything from a Luger to Kalashni­
kov; one in explosives and sabotage; one 
in all types of communication; and the 
other in medicine. All have to requalify 
each year . There is little time or inclina­
tion for formal parades and pomp in the 
SAS, but strong self-discipline is 
demanded , so a man must be mature in 
character. 

There are three SAS units - one regu­
lar, and two Territorial Army (TA) . 
Each consists of a number of squadrons 
(six in the regular unit, five in the ter­
ritorial), which in turn consist of a num­
ber of troops, usually five, each usually 
composed of about 20 men . The regula r 
unit , 22 SAS, is based at Hereford, while 
the TA units are 21 SAS, based at the 
Duke of York 's HQ, Chelsea, London, 
and 23 SAS based at Birmingham , with 
squadrons scattered at Leeds, Doncaster 
and Dundee . 

SAS units carry out frequent exercises 
in Britain, in Europe with NATO forces 
and elsewhere overseas. One SAS com­
man ding officer once told me , "We are 
all trying to see ahead to prepare our­
selves, and we are trying new techniques 
and methods as we practice our skills." 
Unusual demands are sometimes made 
upon the SAS. On one occasion a de­
tachment was borrowed by the inspector 
of Her Majesty's prisons to test new 
electron ic fences at top-security prisons 
- from the inside. 

It is of interest to note that the crimi­
nals who carried out Britain's Great 
Train Robbery in August 1963 - getting 
away with almost $7 million worth of 
English pounds - disguised themselves 
in army combat clothing, with SAS cloth 
insignia on their shou lders, so that, if 
seen, it would be thought they were 
merely SAS soldiers on one of their un­
conventional exercises . 

In 1941 in North Africa, a second lieu­
tenant of the Scots Guards by sheer au­
dacity persuaded Gen. Aukinleck, then 
commander-in-chief in the Middle East, 
that it wo uld be a good idea to assemble 
a group of soldiers to parachute behind 
the enemy 's lines to sabotage his air­
fields. That second lieutenant was David 
Sterling, and his impromptu outfit was 
designated "L Detachment, Special Air 
Service Brigade." There was no such 
brigade in existence, but GHQ Cairo 
wanted the Germans to think there was. 
Sterling took his handful of enterprising 
individuals on their first operation, a 
successful one, on 17 November 1941 , 
from which time the SAS dates its desert 
birth . 

The first raiding parties consisted o f 
five men , but experience reduced this to 
four, the number used today. These 
small groups of tough, reliable soldiers 
were found to be much more suitable for 
sabotage and reconnaissance missions 
than larger groups that attracted atten­
tion more readily. The SAS demon­
strated that operations behind enemy 
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NCO wearing locally-made knife calls for 
morning assembly in Malaya. SAS played 
crucial role in defeat of comm unist rebels 
and pacification of Malaya in 'SOs. Photo: 
Straits Tim es , Singapore 

lines produced resu lts out of proportion 
to the numbers involved . 

The SAS badge is a winged dagger 
with the motto "Who Dares Wins ." The 
dagger actually represents the sword of 
Damocles, while the wings, which have a 
distinctly Ancient Egyptian look about 
them, upon examination, were, in fact, 
taken from a fresco of an "Ibis with out­
stretched wings " in the foyer of the fa­
mous Shepherds Hotel in Cairo (burnt 
down by mobs in 1952), the body being 
covered by an SAS parachute . 

The first beret worn by the SAS was 
white, an unpopular color , but this was 
soon replaced by one that blended with 
the sandy-yellow of the desert back­
ground. It was not until 1957 that the 
present beige-colored beret became the 
official headwear for the SAS . 

When World War II ended the SAS 
was disbanded, being awarded 12 battle 
honors. (Unlike most in fantry regi-

ments, the SAS still does not have colors 
on which to emblazon its battle honors.) 
The impromptu wartime SAS was no 
more . 

But the War Office decided there was 
a need for this type of unit and included 
one in the newly reforming Territorial 
Army. So it came to life again in 1948 in 
London, as the "21 SAS (Artists)," 
merging with the famous officer-pro­
ducing Artist Rifles. 

An impromptu reserve squadron was 
formed in 1950 to take part in the 
Korean War, but it was sent to Malaya , 
where there was an insurgent war in pro­
gress (see "SAS at War in Malaya," 
SOF, April '81) . 

The small SAS patrol groups were 
ideal for jungle warfare. Training was 
hard and sometimes unorthodox, but it 
produced results. 

The SAS became adept at setting am­
bushes and adapting native animal traps 
to catch insurgents in the jungle. In 
1958, the SAS was officially placed on 
the regular army order of battle, and it 
was decided by the War Office that the 
SAS, exclusively, would provide any 
special force required by the army in the 
future. 

Since then, the SAS has operated in 
Oman, Aden, Borneo, the Falkland Is­
lands and, of course, Northern Ireland 
as units (or sub-units), while individuals 
- either as advisers, instructors or on 
special missions - have also been active 
in such places as Cyprus, during the 
EOKA period, in Kenya during the Mau 
Mau campaign and at battle schools in 
several countries. 

In 1959 in Oman, the insurgents took 
refuge on Jebel Akhdar (Green Moun­
tain), a 10,000-foot mountain plateau 
with almost vertical, cliff-like sides, 
which was regarded as being impreg­
nable . (In the 10th century an army of 
about 10,000 Persians failed to seize the 
mountain oasis and lost 9,000 soldiers.) 

Patroling SAS groups gradually sur­
rounded the Jebel , and then slowly 
inched their way forward and upward, 
literally scrambling from rock to rock 
and ledge to ledge by night, becoming 
involved in several close-quarter en­
counters. At night it was so cold that 
water froze in the soldiers ' canteens -
while by day it almost boiled in the blaz­
ing sun. The SAS spearheaded the final 
successful assault on the summit of the 
plateau, slipping between the vital twin 
peaks guarding the main entrance, called 
by the soldiers "The Sabrinas. " The 
SAS CO said that the battle had been 
"won by surprise, not slaughter." 

In Aden Protectorate in 1964, the SAS 
spearheaded a brigade group moving 
against tribes in the mountainous Rad­
fan area, adjacent to Yemen, but the 
SAS detachment was detected and sur­
rounded . When darkness fell, the officer 
in charge ordered his men to break off 
the fight and make their way back to re-
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join their own forces. An SAS ambush, 
in which the officer was killed, delayed 
the pursuing tribesmen - who were 
fierce guerrilla fighters in their own ter­
rain - enabling the remainder to get 
away safely. One other SAS man had 
been killed. 

The Radfanis seized the two bodies 
and, according to their barbarous local 
custom, decapitated them. Later, the 
two heads were displayed on stakes in 
the market place at Taiz, the main city in 
southern Yemen. The SAS provided the 
Arabs with a ghastly medieval spectacle . 
The Brits got their revenge against the 
Radfanis in the form of heavy artillery 
fire and air strikes on rebel mountain 
outposts. SAS men, dressed as Arabs, 
intercepted Radfani terrorists in and 
around Aden City, keeping them alive 
whenever possible for interrogation. 
British efforts in Aden were abandoned 
in 1967, however, leaving southern 
Yemen to become an anything-but-de­
mocratic Soviet satellite. 

Guerrilla, desert and jungle warfare 
have given way to sophisticated urban 
and international terrorism, in which hi­
jacking and hostage situations have be­
come commonplace. The SAS has slip­
ped easily and quietly into a counter-ter­
rorist role. 

SAS personnel have been present at 
the scenes of terrorist situations as ad­
visers and observers, such as in Holland 
in June 1977, when a train was hijacked 
by Moluccan terrorists. At this siege, the 
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Exhibiting the usual SAS disregard for spit­
and-polish (emphasized in the field) these 
troopers squat in a tepid stream in Borneo, 
placing a fish-trap. Self-sufficiency is a 
hallmark of SAS field troops, and that 
extends to augmenting issued rations from 
natural supplies. Photo: Soldier 

SAS representatives offered not only ad­
vice, but also the use of their new 
"Stun" (concussion) grenade. This is a 
British invention which, upon explosion, 
creates sufficient noise and flash to mo­
mentarily stun people for up to six sec­
onds - vital time for anti-terrorist 
teams to swing into action. The shrapnel 
casing of the grenade is contained by a 
cardboard sleeve, so it is not as danger­
ous in that respect. The Dutch refused to 
allow its use, saying that it might cause 
permanent deafness to the hostage 
children on the train . 

Four months later, on 13 October 
1977 , a German Lufthansa airliner, fl y­
ing from Majorca to Frankfurt with 91 
people on board , was hijacked just after 
take-off by four Arabs - two men and 
two women - and diverted to Dubai , in 
the Middle East. The hijacked airliner 
was shadowed by a German plane, car­
rying a detachment of the Grennzschutz­
gruppe, the GSG-9, the West German 
counter-terrorist force (see "Achtung: 
Terrorists," SOF, March '80). At Du­
bai, the hijacked airliner was monitored 

by at least two SAS men. The airliner 
moved on to Mogadishu , in Somalia, 
where a successful rescue operation was 
mounted, in which, for the first time, 
the British Stun grenade was used. 

The hostages were all rescued, three of 
the hijackers killed and the other cap­
tured. Two SAS men were with the 
GSG-9 detachment. Did they take an ac­
tive part in this rescue operation, and 
did they actually throw the Stun gre­
nades? 

Offically they did neither, but 
since the West German government 
wanted to decorate the SAS personnel 
concerned and the British government 
would not allow it, one wonders if the 
official answer was the correct one. Stun 
grenades were used again with outstand­
ing success by the SAS detachment that 
took part in Operation Nimrod, the res­
cue of the hostages held by terrorists in 
the Iranian Embassy in London (see 
"SAS Dares and Wins," SOF, Septem­
ber '80). 

Terrorism has become an internation­
al fact of life, and may progress from 
aircraft hijacking and hostage situations 
to seizing small nuclear warheads or 
even a nuclear establishment. The revo­
lutionary left, the Provos, other ter­
rorists, would-be terrorists and their 
sympathizers would like to pressure the 
British government into disbanding the 
SAS, which deters them from their vio­
lent goals. But it is such a valuable force, 
with special character, skills and endur­
ance that can be used to combat the un­
expected and unanticipated, that this is 
unlikely to happen. 

If SAS successes in Northern Ireland, 
at Mogadishu and in Operation Nimrod 
were not enough to insure the survival of 
the unit, the excellent record of the SAS 
in a "regular" combat role in the 
Falklands assures the world that the cap 
badge with the motto , "Who Dares 
Wins," will not be retired in the im­
mediate future. 

Edgar O'Ballance, a military historian 
of international renown, is an active 
member of the International Institute 
for Strategic Studies and the Foreign Af­
fairs Research Institute in London. He 
has written a host of books dealing with 
all aspects of war and the men who fight 
them, including The Language of Vio­
lence, Terror in Ireland and No Victor, 
No Vanquished. He served with the 
British Army from 1935 to 1948. 

A prolific author, journalist, defense 
commentator and lecturer, O'Ballance is 
a tenacious researcher who combines 
comprehensive literary resources and 
on-the-spot personal interviews to create 
his stories - and he tells it like it is. ~ 
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SAS TODAY 
by Leroy Thompson 

Leroy Thompson first wrote about the 
SAS for SOF in April '81 (see "SAS at 
War in Malaya"). His practical experi­
ence includes special and base-security 
positions in the U.S. Air Force and work 
as deputy sheriff, bodyguard and securi­
ty chief for a grocery chain. His academ­
ic background includes graduate study 
in military history at the Universities of 
Oxford, Edinburgh and London. 

The SAS was active in a variety of spe­
cialties until it was disbanded at the end 
of WWII. Recreated in 1947, the SAS 
was committed to the counterinsurgency 
campaign in Malaya in 1950 and was re­
cently employed in the Falklands. Be­
tween those wars the SAS has hardly 
been out of action, though until recently 
it was virtually unknown outside mili­
tary circles . 

In May 1980, the SAS hit the head­
lines when the Counter-Revolutionary 
Warfare (CRW) specialists from Pagoda 
Troop of the SAS rescued hostages from 
the Iranian Embassy in London (see 
"SAS Dares and Wins," SOF, Septem­
ber '80). Special weapons, unusual ave­
nues of attack and drill-team precision 
were SAS trademarks in London as they 
had been in North Africa, Normandy, 
Malaya, Ireland and the Middle East. 

Despite its outstanding record in 
North Africa and Europe during WWII, 
the SAS was almost a no-profile unit 
and was disbanded at the end of the war. 
In 1947, however, the SAS was reformed 
as part of the Territorial Army (British 
equivalent of the U.S. Army Reserve). 
The new regiment, 21 SAS, took over 
the name and headquarters of the Art­
ists' Rifles, a TA unit which had served 
with distinction in the Boer War and in 
WWI. Twenty-one SAS immediately at­
tracted many wartime SAS veterans to 
its ranks. Along with the Malayan 
Scouts and some SAS from Rhodesia, 
volunteers from 21 SAS proved so effec­
tive during the jungle fighting in Malaya 
that the SAS was once again constituted 
as a regular regiment when 22 SAS was 
formed. 

Today, 30 years later, 22 SAS Regi­
ment remains the regular SAS regiment. 
From 22's current base at Bradbury 
Lines, Herefordshire, a Sabre Squadron 
remains ready for deployment anywhere 
in the world within 24 hours. In addition 
to 22 SAS, there are now two TA SAS 
regiments - 21 SAS which is still based 
in London and 23 SAS (formed in 1959) 
which is based in Birmingham but draws 
heavily on Scots - so much so, in fact, 
that its squadrons have often been called 
"clans." 

Total manpower of the three SAS reg­
iments is classified, but 800 to 1,000 
wouldn't be too far off, no more than 
300 to 400 of whom are on active duty 
with 22 SAS. There are also two SAS 
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"Chargin' Charlie" was here: SAS training 
area near Hereford, England, where 
candidates learn to move and survive in the 
wild. Photo: Soldier 

signals units: 63 Signal Squadron SAS 
for the TA regiments and 264 Signal 
Squadron for 22 SAS. 

From enlistment to retirement, tough­
ness and exclusivity define service in the 
SAS. In 1977, 471 men tried out for two 
SAS TA regiments - 41 made it. Selec­
tion courses further try already trained 
men as the course gets tougher. The 
trainers repeatedly suggest that trainees 
should drop out, because the SAS wants 
only the soldiers who belong in such an 
elite unit. Three selection courses, each 
of about four months, are run each year 
for the Territorial SAS ("Terriers"), 
while two selection courses are available 
for 22 SAS. 

The climax of an SAS selection course 
is much like "Hell Week" with the U.S. 
Navy SEALs. The final test for trainees 
- already deliberately pushed to the 
limit of normal human endurance - is a 
40-mile forced march over the moun­
tainous Welsh countryside. Carrying a 
load of packed Bergen rucksack and 
LI Al rifle (total weight, 55 pounds), the 
candidate must complete the course in 
less than 20 hours. To make things 
worse, he doesn't know where he's go­
ing : He is given an unmarked map and a 
set of map coordinates. These coordi­
nates must not be written down - since 

they might betray the operation to the 
enemy if the papers were captured -
and can only be carried in the trainee's 
memory. With his map and compass, 
the candidate must find his way through 
the prescribed checkpoints to the final 
rendezvous . 

A three-week combat-survival course is 
also part of the training process. Living 
off the land is stressed as are escape and 
evasion. Each SAS man has a compact 
survival kit which fits on a webbed belt, 
and he learns to use this kit to the utmost. 
The combat-survival course normally 
ends with a banquet of seaweed, rat , frog 
and other "survival delicacies." As a 
matter of course, all SAS men also re­
ceive training in static-line parachuting, 
weapons, communications, demolitions 
and hand-to-hand combat. 

Territorial SAS regiments attract a 
bewildering variety of recruits : zoo­
keepers, stunt-men, barristers, police­
men, miners, grave-diggers and univer­
sity lecturers. Even a few peers of the 
realm have served in Territorial SAS. No 
matter what his civilian job, the SAS 
Territorial must be willing and able to 
make time for training beyond the de­
mands made on an ordinary reservist. 
These soldiers joke that SAS stands for 
"Saturdays And Sundays." 

SAS weekend training is hardly for 
the armchair variety of weekend war­
rior . Signallers may be ordered to scale 
sheer cliffs of some hundreds of feet 
before performing the more ordinary 
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communications m1ss1on expected of 
other soldiers. Others may be dumped 
out of a perfectly good submarine 10 
miles from the coast in order to practice 
their handling of paddle-driven decked 
canoes . Every SAS Territorial must also 
make eight parachute jumps each year. 

The SAS is trained for victory, but 
their training does not neglect the other 
possibilities. Combat training includes 
simulated capture and interrogation . 
True to everything else the SAS does, 
this course includes "hands-on-train­
ing," in which the interrogators play 
rough to see if information can be ex­
tracted from the " prisoner." Everyone 
realizes the SAS will be operating behind 
enemy lines and if captured will not be 
treated with kid gloves. (In WWII Hitler 
ordered any captured SAS soldier to be 
executed as a terrorist.) · 

When an SAS candidate has been se­
lected and awarded his sand-colored be­
ret on the completion of his course, he is 
sti ll not considered trained . Although 
the basic tour is three years, a new· troop 
will not reach full combat effectiveness 
for two years - not the waste of train­
ing and manpower that it might seem: 
Most soldiers extend once they have 
made it rnto a regiment. 

The SAS also enthusiastically partici­
pates in international training exercises. 
Along with the U.S. Special Forces and 
other NATO special units, the SAS helps 
to conduct the NA TO Long Range Re-
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connaissance Patrol school. "Chargin' 
Charlie" Beckwith served with the SAS 
in Malaya, and brought his Delta coun­
terterrorist unit from the United States 
to train with his former comrac!es m 
Hereford, England . 

As part of a cooperative venture to 
test the defenses of Denmark, 130 men 
from SAS Regiments 21, 22 and 23 para­
chuted into Denmark in · 1972. It took 
800 Danes and their dogs to turn up only 
20 of the airborne Englishmen. This 
friendly training exercise was marred, 
unfortunately, by the Danes' shocked 
reaction to casualties incurred on dogs at 
the hands of SAS troopers specially 
trained to deal with canine oppon·ents . 

Unlike the movie heroes who emulate 
the SAS, some soldiers don't come back. 
In Bradbury Lines there is a clock tower 
inscribed with the names of SAS KIAs. 
To live through SAS service is to have 
"beat the clock." The tower is also in­
scribed with the lines: 

We are the pilgrims, master; we 
shall go always a little further; it 
may be beyond that last blue moun­
tain barr'd with snow, across that 
angry or that glimmering sea.~ 

FREE 
AFGHANISTAN 
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A great sweater for all occasions! Made to U.S. & 

British Military specifications to provide nearly 
everlasting wear. Get yours today! Choices of Crew 
Necks i!l USMC Olive Green, Blue Grey, Navy, Black & 

Tan. V-Necks in Army Black, USAF Blue, Peat Brown, 
Sand, or Navy. Men's/Women's Sizes 34 to 46. 

NEW! Military Camouflage, #WP-70 s59ss 

An exclusive new item made by 
Chippewa for the U.S. Special· Forces. 
Designed for Mountain Operations, these 
boots are rugged and heavy duty. 
Compare these features: 
Laced -~ o-toe 7" Boot• Black g ra in-out leather• Rolled 

~u s hion top • Ankl e binder pads• Full gusset• Fully 
lin ed with gl ove leather• Go odyea r welt con s tru c tion 

• VIBRAM 132 cleated heel & sole• Square trimmed toe 
a nd g rooved heel fo r convention a l Ski Binding • R ~ ­
movable felt s lip soles • Pull 's tud post hooks· and 
eye lets for ra pid lacing , a ll Blac k. 

Available in whole or half sizes from 7 to 
12. Regular or Wide . 
#C-990, S.F. Boots . . .... .. . .. . . . $99.50 

"WEB NAME TAPES" 
Mil-spec cotto·n we b tapes with yo ur inform a tio n 
e m broid ered on one line. C ho ice of Black on OD, While 
on Blue, Black o~ While or Navy on OD . For uniform~ & 
perso na l equipment. 5 ta pes of sa me na me (up to 14 
le tt ers} a nd co lor. · 
#Nl5, $5.50 

Military Identification 
"DOG TAGS" 

Co mple te G. I. S pecifi c'a tion Identification Nec kla ce. 2 
S ta inl es s s teel roll ed ed g.e pla les embossed w ith your 
informa ti on. 16 cha rac te rs pe r pn e/5 lines/ lag . C rea l 
for medi cal info or ide ntify ing ke ys & luggage. 

#TAG145, l.D. Tag Set/$5.95 
#TAG159, Rubber Silencers/$.75 

Pl ea se P rint Clearly 

NA ME _____________ _ 

ADDRESS------------~ 

CITY ____ St .. ____ -L iP•----

CODE S IZ E! 
# ITEM CO LOR PRI CE 

Postage & Handling $1.50 

Total Enclosed 

t. 
OSend FREE 1982 Catalogue 

Brigade­
Quartermasters, Ltd. 
. 

266-SF Roswell Street 
Marietta, GA 30060 
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COMFORT ABLE 
MESH 
BASEBALL 
CAP 

Available in Olive Green or ' Na~ Leaf 
fattern Camouflage. Adjustable plastic 
strap. Perfect for military organizations . 
Sizes: Medium or LaTge. · 

#BAS-C5, O.G. Mesh Cap/$4.25 
#BAS-C7, Camo Mesh Cap/$4.25 

UTJLITY CAP, USMC TYPE 2 DESIGN 
Made of Mil-Spec Rip-stop Camouflage. 
Looks sharp. Not regulation . Sizes: XS, S, 
M,L,XL. 
#CCP-2, Utility Cap/$4.95 

CAMOUFLAGE 
T-SHIRTS 

At last, a regulation 
'Nam Le a f Pattern • 
Camo T-Shirt. Full cut, 
50150 blend for comfort. 
Gre a t ma t ch with 
Jungle Fatigues. Sizes: 
S. M, L, & XL. Short 
Sleeves. 
#BT21, $6.95 

~- -:; -~ MILITARY BERETS 

~
1 

' Origin al Md-S pec 100% Virgin 
~!,, ~ ' 1 Woo l with Leal he r Swea t Band 

. ...Jd".,;..,,. Full y lined w1lh stiffener for 
'r . J<-.;) ':-" fl as h The <1 bso lule fin es t mod e 
• ,{ JI a nyw he1e Pu1 c ha sed in Ca nada 

I Choose from Special Forces Green 
J ' (G). Ranger Black (BL) , Airborne 

f , Red (MR), Khaki OD (KH) . Sl a te 
I '-;-,-_- J ha t s ize or se nd head measure-

~~ men!. 
MBE-1 , Beret /$14.50 

JUNGLE FATIGUES 
Camouflage, Rip-stop Poplin. Latest 
USMC issue contract goods . Sizes S,M,L 
and XL. Regulars. Coat or Trousers. 
#CAM-CT, Coat $24.50 
#CAM-TR, Trousers $24.50 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Send 
Check, Money Order, or Charge to Visa or 
Mastercard. Include $1.50 Postage & 
Handling for all U.S .A. Zip Code 
Addresses . FOREIGN ORDERS must 
request Postage Rates . ·s .orry, no COD 
orders accepted. 

Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard. 
Call (404) 428-1234 

EMPIRE 
Continued ffom page 79 

And once again the Union Jack whip­
ped in the gusty winds of the South 
Atlantic above the Falkland Islands. 

The war was over. ~ 

SBS THEN AND NOW 
The paths of the British Royal 

Marine Special Boat Squadron and 
Army Special Air Services· regiments ' 
Boat Troops have been intertwined 
since both had their genesis early in 
World War II. 

The Marines have employed srriall 
boats to transport raiding parties to 
and from operational objectives since 
they drew . the role of furnishihg 
Commando units to Lord Loµis 
Mountbatten's Combinc;:d Opera­
tions Command, which was estab­
lished in 1940 to coordinate activities 
of the British Army, Royal Air Force 
and Navy, including the Marines . 

The basic idea of how such Com­
mando units should operate, how­
ever, was conceived by Maj . Dudley 
Clark, ah Army General Staff officer 
who had wimessed, while on duty in 
Palestine prior to the war, how small 
bands of irregulars employing hit­
and-run tactics could tie down much 
larger numbers of conventional 
forces . 

British Army reserve units furn­
ished the first Commando troops, 
but the Marines soon took on the ma­
jor role - at the suggestion of Lord 
Mountbatten, commanding officer 
of Combined Operations. 

There was nothing in the military 
"book" about the use of small boats, 
so the Marines hurdled this obstacle 
by simply assigning to Commando 
units men who· had worked on the 
water in some capacity or were yacht­
ing and boating enthusiasts. 

Their first - and smallest - vessel 
was a coilapsibt'e canoe called a 
"Folbot." 

In July 1940, a combined Army 
and Marine unit established itself at 
Arran, Scotland, first known as Fol­
bot Section and later as Special Boat 
Section. The initial plan was to assign 
30 SBS canoeists to each Commando 
unit to gather intelligence prior to a 
landing. 

However, in 1941 , the SBS was di­
vided into two groups, one assigned 
to operations in North Africa and the 
Middle East, the other remaining in 
England where it moved to Dover to 
conduct beach reconnaissance and 
harass Nazi shipping. 

The SBS unit sent to North Africa 
ultimately merged into a parachute­
t rained Commando-like force 
formed by Lt.. David Stirling called 
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CLASSIC WEAPONS OF PAST AND PRESENT 
1. Battle Axe - 31" long, the head is almost 11 " from edge 
to edge, and the steel rings with the flick of a finger. The handle 
is of carved rosewood. $39.95 
2. Two-Handed Viking Axe - This monste r is indeed 
intimidating. Its weight is close to 5 lbs., and it was copied from 
the painting of Leif Ericson. Truly a c hief's weapon. $49.95 

3. Flail or Morningstar - 30" long, with a massive steel 
spiked ball, this deadly looking toy is an impressive reproduc­
tion of 14th century inventiveness. $29.95 
4. Viking A~~ - A fascinating reproduction of the 9th 
century we?pon , which to our knowledge_ has not been repro­
duced before. The dimension of the blade 1s 11" and the handle 
is 28" long. $39.95 
5. Battle Axe - This beauty is of greater elaboration than 
Axe Il l and of the same high qua lity. $49.95 

6. Eagle Headed Knife - The blade is T and sharpened on 
one side, and the butt forms the head of an eagle. Enameled 
handle. $15.95 

~ 
(~ ~utbrntic li\eproburtions 

5317 Broadwater Lane 
.!.. Clarksvi ll e, Md. 21029 

Check , money o rde r or credit cards accepted. 
Charge my OVISA OMASTER CARD 

Account No . _______________ _ 

7. Rajput Combat Dagger - With a highly individuali zed 
sheath which straps to the arm or leg. This tribal knife has an 
8" blade and a horn handle. $19.95 

8. Short Sword Set - These orna te swords are 18" overa ll , 
with a brass-handled horse head and guard . Scabbard is brass 
and velvet. $29.95 

9. War Axe - A 6" blade and a 1 T handle. Hand fo rged and 
sharpened by the tribesmen of Northern India. The handle is 
beautifully tooled, and the blade is heavy and tapered. $14.95 

10. Spontoon - Manufac tured according to George 
Washington's spec ifica tions and was carried by non­
commissioned and fi eld grade officers of the Revolutionary 
War Army. Its overa ll length is 7", and the haft screws toge ther 
like a pool cue. $49.95 
11. Shield - This is a truly unique offering , and is more a 
work of a rt than a defensive wea pon. The design is effected by 
us ing sterling sil ve r wire on oxidized iron. Limited supply. 
$69.95 

Order eac h item by number. 
Check each one you desire . 

Please add $4.00 per order fo r postage & handling. $5.00 for 
orders outside US.A. (Canada orders in U.S . dollars onl y.) 

I. D 7. D 
2. D 8. D 

Expires ______ _ 3. D 9. D 
Na me ____________________________ _ 4. D 10. D 

5. D 11. D Address _________________________ _ 
6. D 

C ity _ _ ____________ Sta te _____ Zip, ____ _ 2 
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SUPER-SP@TTER'"Il* 

Day or night, call (603) 542-9500 

MAIL TO NIMS' STORE ~ 
Nims. NM Research, Box 656, Claremont, NH 03743 509·0 

Please send SUPER-SPOTTER ll's @- $14.95 

TOTAL ___ - ___ VISA ___ MasterCard 
Card No. ________________ _ 

Expiration Date ______________ _ 

Print Name _______________ _ 
Address ________________ _ 

City State ___ Zip __ _ 
I '(Pat. #4,264, 123) ® 1978 
L--------------

MILITARY GRAPHICS 
DEPT. 3 - BOX 228 

DUNKIRK, MARYLAND U.S.A. 20754 
Phone (301 ) 741 -5216 

90 soumm m1 Hlll'l'UNE 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 

Cuts out distracting light 
between eye and scope. 
Better hit performance in 
bright or dim visibility. Fits 
Redfield, Leopold, Weaver; 
ANY round or wide scopes. 
·Soft, surgical rubber with 
flexcoil action. Works with 
eyeglasses. Won't slip or 
slide once mounted. 

$14. 95 POSTPAID 

ORDER NOW! 
MONEY-BACK 
GUARANTEE! 

I Regular scope 
Unclear image 

Super-Spotter II 
Sharp image 

: GETS AWAY! AHIT! 

the "L" Detachment Special Air Ser­
vice Brigade. In 1942, the 1st SAS 
Regiment created an amphibious 
force called Special Boat Squadron. 
It was renamed Special Boat Service 
the following year. 

The SBS then took over command 
of a unit known as Small Scale 
Raiding Force (SSRF) which until 
then had been directly under the 
command of Combined Operations . 
It took part in reconnaissance and 
raiding parties off the coasts of 
France and West Africa. SSRF also 
conducted raids against German-held 
Greek islands. 

Perhaps the best known exploit o f 
Royal Marine SBS troops in WWII 
was that of JO raiders from what was 
then called the RM "Boom Patrol 
Detachment." 

Their mission was to destroy as 
many German fast blockade runners 
as possible. The Germans were carry­
ing cargoes of sophisticated explosive 
fuses and radar equipment intended 
for Japanese forces . Problem was, 
the vessels were moored some 70 
miles up the Gironde Estuary from 
the French Atlantic Coast. 

British war planners studied the 
situation and decided they had a 
choice: a small force of Royal Ma­
rines in canoes or a landing o f two 
airborne divisions with heavy air 
cover. Since this was early in 1942, 
and there was no known way to extri­
cate so many airborne troops from 
that deep inside German-occupied 
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IT TAKES MORE THAN LUCK TO 

SURVIVE------

AA-15/ M-16 COLT RIFLE MANUAL How to keep thi s 
controversia l weapon dependable. the accessor ies 
avai lable fo r it. how to strip it, and how to modify it 
to create a dead ly, battle-ready assault rifle.$3.98 

MINl -1 4 HANDBOOK Takes up where the owner's 
manual leaves off. How to strip it to replace parts 
and modify it into a battle-ready weapon . $3.98 

HK-91 / 93 RIFLE HANDBOOK How to keep this fast­
firing weapon dependable, the accessories 
avai lable for it, how to strip it, and how to modify it 
to create a deadly , battle-ready assault rifle.$3.98 

870 REMINGTON HANDBOOK Ho w to keep this 
survival/ defense weapon going, parts to have, and 
how to modify it $3.98 

REMINGTON 1100 SHOTGUN MANUAL The choi ce of 
SWAT and police units, we show you how to keep 
this fas t-firing defense weapon going, parts to 
have, accessor ies. and modifications for it. $3.98 

REMINGTON 742. 4, 7400 RIFLE MANUAL Learn how to 
create a large-caliber. "poor man 's" assault rifle 
from this popular sporter . How to str ip it , spare 
parts you need, and the accessories you need to 
create a reliable . battle-ready weapon. $3.98 

SURVIVAL RELOADING Detail ed survey of reloading 
equipment with an eye toward which is best for the 
surviva list (as well as the pocketbook). "How-to's" 
inc lude spec ial combat loads and emergency 
powder substitutes . Keep you gun going if the 
manufacturers eve r quit making ammo and 
reload ing suppl ies. $4.98 

SURVIVAL BARTERING Secrets and facts that teach 
you how to li ve al ter an econom ic collapse. $5.98 

WATER FIL TEA BUILDING MANUAL Building instru c­
tions for filt ering co ntaminated water. $2.99 

DECEMBER/82 

The .next crisis you lace will probably demand more 
than just brute force and luck. You'll need every edge you 

" can get: knowledge. skill. and good equipment. 

Our books show you what you need and give you the 
knowledge to do the right thing. They make you the 
master of the situation and show you how to use your 
skills to their best advantage. We'll show you how to 
keep your equipment and guns going long after supply 
lines break down and the corner store closes for good. 

EMERGENCY MEDICAL PROCEDURES Ai med at non­
medical persons who must cope wi th accidents 
and health problems . From Patient Care Publica­
tions. SB.98 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL by Duncan Long. Informa­
tion that wi ll save your life, put together as only a 
pro can do it. "Nontechn ic al and directly to the 
poin t ... " Journal of Civil Defense $7.49 

CHEMICAL / BIOLOGICAL WARFARE SURVIVAL by Long 
Clear instructions on how to survive these deadly 
weapons. Includ es decontamination and med ical 
trea tment procedures. $6.99 

PROTECTION AND SECURITY by Long. How to foil 
cr iminals, maintain safety and privacy at home, on 
the street, and in your bu si ness. $7.49 

SHEL TEA / REFUGE DEFENSE by Long. The book on 
guarding your shelter and group against desperate 
pred ators . ·'If you . . think there might be a need to 
defend your home or retreat . buy this book." 
Survival News_ $7.49 

RADIATION METER BUILDING MANUAL by Kearn y. 
Barnes. Chester. and Cortner. Detailed , step-by­
step instructions for cons truct ing an inexpensive 
meter. No spec ial too ls, materials or ca libration 
needed. $4.99 

EXPEDIENT SHELTERS' by Cresson H. Kearny . Gi ves 
de tail ed plans for bui lding blast and fallout 
shelters fr om " found" materials. Carefu lly tested 
and fully explained . $6.99 

SURVIVAL FOOD PLANNING by George T. Threshman. 
Guidelin es on your foo d needs. sour ces. and 
storage planning. $1.9B 

THOMPSON / CENTER CONTENDER MANUAL How to 
adapt this dependable target gun to you r own 
su rvival needs and how to use it. Includes how to 
strip it, · essential spare parts you need , and 
accessories avai lable for it. $3.98 

MODERN CAMOUFLAGE Tried and proven techniques 
as welt as ultra-modern methods wh ich allow you 
to remain unseen and undetected by human eyes or 
sophisticated electronic equipment. S5.9B 

REMINGTON 700/7BB RIFLE HANDBOOK How to create 
a lar ge-ca liber, survival/snip ing weapon from 
either of these popular sporters. How to str ip it , 
spare parts you need , and the accesso ri es you 
need to create a reliab le, battle-ready weapon. 

S3.9B 

LONG SURVIVAL NEWSLETTER One yem's subscrip­
tion (6 issues, bi-monthly). Information you need to 
surv ive in ever-changing times . 
One-year su bscript ion: 
Two years (save S3): 

$22.00 
$41.00 

All concisely written to help protect yourself and your 
loved ones when your world goes completely insane. 

MONEYBACK GUARANTEE 

All prices include postage and tax_ Sorry. no C.O.D.'s. 
Circle the books you want !or list titles on separate sheet 
with your name and address) and mail with payment to: 

------------• LONG SURVIVAL PUBLICATIONS I 
I Box 163. Dept. FP-351 I 

WAMEGO. KS 66547 I Tolal enclosed s __________ _ 
I Name -------------­

Address -------------

I 
I 

1 Cily ______ Slale ____ Zip ___ , 

I Hurry. ii may be later lhan you think. I ------------
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WESTERN ••• 
NUMBER1 
BOOT KNIFE features : 
One-piece blade and 
guard • New friction-grip 
sheath holds knife ready 
for use with either hand 
(Patent pending) • 
Stain less steel 4 'h " 
blade • Hardwood 
handle contoured 
for secure grip 
• Overall length 
83/,''. 

NUNCHAKU 
Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 

Many t imes more effective than kni ves or c l ubs , 
even agains t multiple attacks. Whipp ing mo­
t ion afforded by f lexible connection between 
handles yields many times the speed and power 
o f jus t a strai ght s ti ck . Patented Swivel-Chain 
prov i des smoothness wi th ul t imate s trength. 
Made o f Jung le hardwood simil ar to T eak. 
A fri c an Rosewood models are finished in c lear 
laquer to show off their fi ne red co lor. Both 
hardwood and rosewood models are very s trong 
and hard. A ll handles taper from 1V." to 1" at 
connec ti ng end . 12" l engths are mos t popular 
and g i ve a littl e extra speed. 14" g i ves a bit 
more power and reach. 

Throwing Star That Sticks Every Time! 

BULLPUP STOCKS 
~ q JENKINS K3 

a s13950 
10122 

We'll send you one of our Bullpup Stocks in exchange for your 
stock. Turn your rifle into the newest Assault Rifle style like the 
British E.M.2, French M.A.S., Austrian A.U.G. and Valmet M82. 

Mini-14 
Construction is of hardwood laminated with fiberglass with black 
non-reflective, non-slip Gel-Tex finish. Our stock will make the 
Mini-14 261/z in. long, B.M.·62 29 in long. There is no appreciable 
differance in trigger pull. No stock to unfold. Sand 111 pieces of your 
stock 1nd c11hfer check or money order. 
MOOIFIEO STOCKS FOR: 

Ruger Mini· 14 
44 Mag. Carbine 
AC 556 
10122 

M1 Garand 
M1 Carbine 
M14-M1A 

Winchester 100 
BM 59·62 
Rem.742-7400 etc 

11 00 mod. nee. 

SLIDING STOCKS 
m::a=m.CID.,~!!!llPi=JENKINS K2 
F' ,x sag&o 

Butt Telescopes like H & K. Extend for accuracy, slide closed for 
transport. Gel-Tex tinish. Moditications to all rifles listed above. 
Send IR ofeces of stock Ind c11hfer check or money onler. 

~ } :0.11Ns 
K2·E2 129110 

Give your rifle the assault look and feel. Stock has pistol grip, and 
we will ventilate your rifle handguard, if it has one. Gel-Tex finish. 
Shipping: You p1y for shipping to us ind w1 ship pr9plfd In 11tum. 
C.O.D. onl111 1ccepted. Send II pieces of stock ind c11hfer check 
or money onler to: 

JENKINS ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 124 • ST. GEORGE, UTAH 84770 

Send s3•• for Catalog 

a 'Ad" 

OCTAGON Chain Style 
NO. 114 - 14 IN .. t 5 OZ., Black 
N0. 115 - 12 IN . 14 OZ , Black 

Each 

$8.95 
NO. 102 - t 4 IN., 1 7 OZ .. Rosewood $ 11 95 
NO. 103 - 12 IN., t 6 OZ .. Rosewood • 

: : 
ROUND Chain Style 
NO. 120 - 14 IN., t 5 OZ .. Black 
N0. 113 - 12 IN , 14 OZ .. Black 

OCTAGON Nylon Strung Style 
NO. 106 - 14 IN. 12 OZ .. No finish 
NO. 107 - 12 IN . 11 OZ, No fini sh 

Each 

$8.95 

Each 

$4.95 
Nunchaku Carrying Case- No. 134 $2.95 
Black v iny l , z ippered case fi ts all nunchaku . 

Martial ar ts throwing kni fe. 
Throw l ike dart. 200 i s 4" 
& 201 i s ~-5/8" Both are 
1/ 16" th ick & n icke l pl at­
ed. Pro model 226 i s 1/ 8 " 
th ick. 3W' & sharpened. 

High grade s teel. 

............ iill Book - NUNCHAKU & SAi No. 9090 - $7.95 
By Ryusho Sakagami. Campi ete nunchaku t rain­
ing manual . Extra cl ear multiple photo t ech­
nique shows how to use thi s amazing weapon. 

BANKAMf RICARD & MASTER CHARGE 
Accepted to r orders over 520. Give number 
and e xpiration date. Sign order same as 
signature appears on card. PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED. Sorry, no 
collect calls . MONEY ORDER or CERTIFIED 
CHECK assures prompt shipment. Personal 
checks are held for clearance. 
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SEND YOUR ORDER TO 

DOLAN'S SPORTS 
Dept. SF, 26 Hwy 547 

Farmingdale, NJ 07727 

ADD SHIPPING 
CHARGES 

Orders under $10- 7Se 
$10to $20--S1.00 
Over $20--S1.50 

France, the Marines drew the task. 
Thus, five two-man canoes set off 

from the submarine Tuna, moving up 
the waterway under cover of darkness 
on the night of 7 December 1942. 

Four days later, they had suc­
cessfully planted underwater limpet 
mines on a number of ships . The 
mines exploded, the ships sank and 
the laps didn't get their materiel, 
which could have caused both the 
British and American navies a lot of 
problems in the Pacific. 

Two of the Marines successfully 
escaped via French resistance under­
ground evasion routes. The other 
eight either drowned or perished 
before German firing squads. All be­
came known as "the Cockleshell 
Heroes" . to a British citizenry des­
perately in need of heroic deeds in 
those dark days of early WWII. 

In the Far East, a unit called Small 
Operations Group used small craft 
while performing recon and raiding 
duties in that theater of operations . · 

But at war's end, the British High 
Command disbanded all such outfits, 
including what had become the SAS 
Brigade. 

However, about a year later, the 
War Office changed its mind and de­
cided there was a need to promote 
raiding concepts in the armed forces. 
The SAS took on the role o f long­
range, long-term operations and the 
Marines short-range , short-term 
Commando-like tasks. 

From then until 1971, the Marines 
conducted tactical experiments with 
small-craft recon and raiding opera­
tions, finally evolving the Special 
Boat Squadron in 1974. 

Meanwhile, the SAS decided that it 
too should have a small-craft capaci­
ty and established its Boat Troops 
with the assistance of the already 
formed Marine units. Now the SAS 
has a Boat Troop of 16 to 20 men as­
signed to each . of its four regular 
squadrons. SAS Boat Troop soldiers 
undertake training similar to that of 
the Marine SBS and both have con­
ducted exchange programs with the 
U.S. Navy SEALs. 

Since their inception and up to and 
including the Falklands, SAS and 
SBS troopers have fought with 
distinction - although with little 
publicity - in such places as Korea 
during the war there and against 
communist-inspired insurgencies in 
Borneo, Malaysia, Oman and Aden . 

-B.P. 

SUPPORT 
SOF 

ADVERTISERS 
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TECH SEC* 
. MARK II VOICE ANAL VZER 

After more than ten years of field experience, voice stress 
analysis has been proven as a reliable investigative aid. 
The Mark II system is entirely contain0d in one rugged 
attache case. A permanent paper chart recorder and 
audio ·recorder are self-contained ahd compliment our 
patented voice processor. 120-240VAC/50-60Hz 
operation. · 

A radio bug's precise l~tion can be determined with 
the SENTINEL Features an exclusive discrimination 
circuit, which permits you to eliminate interference by 
normal/legitimate transmitters in high signal areas. Cah 
be used with the supplied Carrier Current Detector to 
find power line transmitters. Supplied with instructions, 
antenna probe, headphones, and carrying case. 

Using communications privacy de­
vices helps to assure against unauth­
orized interception. The CODE 
PHONE, compact, portable telephone 
scrambler, for use with any telephone 
permits private communications be­
tween two or more users. 

WALK-THRU METAL DETECTOR 

Sometimes you must control entry or exit, to per­
mit you to "electronically search" people. The de­
pendable WALK-THRU MET AL DETECTOR 
features self-balancing sensitivity and excellent 
coverage. Remote control con5ole. 110-220VAC 
operated. Knocks-down for flat shipping and 
storage. 

Th·e UM-6 (4.75" x 
2.125'! x 625") is cap­
able of three-hours­
per-side recording 
time. ALC recording, 
high sensitivity, and 
good intelligibifity and 
voice fidelity. The Ul!if-
6V features automatic 
voice activation and 
rernote control. 

The miniature · monitor auto­
maticaliy starts and stops your 
tape recorder with telephone 
activity, and also records the 
time of call completion. 

LETTERf!JOMB DETECTOR 

Envelopes suspected of contain­
ing explosive devices should be 
screened prior to handling. The 
LETTER-ALERT SYSTEM is de­
signed for ·permanent or portable 
applications. Screens hundreds 
of envelopes per hour for metallic 
contents. · Self-calibrating, AC/ 
battery operated. 

BUG/TAPE DETECTOR· POCKET COMBO 

The POCKET COMBO 
DETECTOR, will alert 
you with a silent vibrator 
when a transmitter or 
tape recorder is near­
by. Operates on stand­
ard 9VDC alkaline bat­
tery. 

The SEARCH ALERT is 
suited to detect concealed 
guns or knives. Shock­
resistant plastic case. Ad­
jus\able sensitivity. Battery 
operateq. -~, 

HORNET SHOCKER 

The HORNET, with wrisi strap, pro­
duces an · effective, yet harmless 
shock. The ZAPPER is similar, ex­
cept is worn on the wrist. · 

• Remote controlled 
video surveillance 

• Non-linear junction 
detector · 

• Riot control. 
• Miniature microphones 

• Direction finders 
• Night vision 
• Body transmitters 
• Ballistic vests 
• Bomb handling 

equipment · 

*a .complete catalo~i of TECHNICAL SECURITY hardware is available for $10 pe.r copy, refundable with future purchase'. 

Dealer Inquiries Invited Major Credit Cards Accepted 

LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 

135 Main Stree t , Belleville , New Jersey 07109 (201) 751-0001 Telex: 642073 LEA BLVL Cable: LEA 
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SPEAK SOFTLY I/JUT 
SAVITALL! 

WITH OUR CUSTOM· DEStGNEO T- SHIRTS &. JERSEYS 

~-0---
§C~'M'ER 'EM 

WITH A SHOTGUN 

~ 
MINI & MIGHTY 

jiitiJ ... _!n -® " 

IS BEING ABLE TO 
HIT YOUR TARGET 

'Ll ri!J 'J ·~ 

. 
• . ::the RIGHT of rhcpeopk ~ 

"" 10 kL\'P and bcJr arms *-

:..J .J · -
SHA LL NOT BE TN FRINGED:· 

r.1!J 'J'J'j!JI·-,..,,, 
'.J J .1 ..... -. t 
... IS BEING ' I ' . 
:,':':a~~ ( \ j _,_! \ 
TARGET! ~ ' _ , ' . r· . ,_ . 

PATCHES - SJ.OD 
AVAILABLE ONLY IN A ,81, 82 , E 

~dk,nd 
c='!_nterprises 

.. SWAT TEAM" STYLE CAP 
FINE CO T10N TWILL 
ADJUS rABLE. NAVY ONLY 
$6.00 

FIRST OUAUTY HANES 50% COTTON/ 50% POLYESTER 

~: S,M,L,XL 
(XXL AVAILABLE IN WHITE T-SHIRT ONLY: s12.oo) 

COLORS: T-SHIRTS: TAN. LT. BLUE. GRAY 
--- JERSEYS: GRAY WITH NAVY SLEEVE ONLY 

PRICES:T·SHIRTS: $8.50 JERSEYS : $10.95 
PRICE INCLUDES U.S. POSTAGE 

(CANADA: add $1.00. FOREtGN: add S3.00) 

SEND U.S. CURRENCY ONLY! 

TO ORDER: f~gL~T~~JOTAL AMOUNT DUE 

1) QUANTITY 2)SIZE 3) COLOR 4) ITEM CHOICE 

DEPT: SOF ALL SHIRTS QUALITY HANO SILK- SCREENED. 
OR PHONE YOUR ORDER TO· 

615/624-1851 30 WOODLAWN DR .. BOX C 
CHATTANOOGA, TN .37411 

MONEY-BACK GUARANTEE 

Made specifically for shooting Sports 
Rides high on the nose for best glare 
contro l in aiming stance. Cab le o r 
paddle earpieces. 

FIELD 
MASTER 

Large lenses in popu la r European 
style. Excellent fo r work or play. Pad· 
die earpieces only. 

WE ACCEPT MASTERCARD OR VISA 

If you can buy the same, quali.ty for less or if 
you are not satisfied, return the glasses 
undamaged in the original carton within 30 
days . Your money, less shipping , will be 
refunded promptly. 

DUKE LANCER 
BOX 166332 SACRAMENTO, CA 95816 

Send cashier's check o r money order for fastest delivery. Regular c hecks are held 20 • Duke Lancer Products 
days for bank clearance. NO. CREDIT CARDS. Orders sl11ppecl vra 1st c lass marl P.O. Box 160332 

Style Number of pairs 

Aviator I I 
Shooter I I 
Field I I 

Cable 

I 
I 

~ I 

Paddle Sacramento. CA 95816 

Name & Address---------

Send S1 1.95 plus S1.00 shipping for 1nd1v1dual pairs BONUS Any lwo pairs 
Amount Enclosed __ _ $19.95 plus $2.00 shipping. Californians add 6% sales tax to to tal amount 
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ROUGHNECK 
Continued from page 67 

- very quickly. If a man )las the right 
attitude when he starts to work , and is 
attentive and r.espectful to advice and 
commands ·of the experienced hands, he 
can count on them to watch out for him . 
As a rule, everyone, experienced or not, 
watches out for everyone else. 

The floor hand depends on the derrick 
man to· release and rack the pipe above 
at the proper time. "I'm always on top 
of it up there," said Joe. "l ' m always 
ready for the unexpected. I don't want 
to see my roughnecks get hurt." 

Most city folk have the preconceived 
notion that oil towns are rough-and­
tumble places - basically small schools 
of hard knocks out in the middle of 
nowhere. This usually isn't the case, but 
many men come to the oil field s with the 
presumption that they are pretty tough 
customers, and aren't going to take any 
guff from anyone . This is a quick way to 
get hurt - if one insists on practicing 
this attitude on a rig. Everyone works 
together like a well-oiled machine, and if 
someone yells at someone else, it's only 
to get the job done safely and right. 
Roughnecks are "good ' ole boys" in the 
true sense of the word, and they want to 
stay that way. The dangers of the work 
develop a camaraderie and a sense of 
caring for one another. 

Roughnecks know they are perform­
ing a special job necessary to · our 
economy. American oil companies are 
determined to get our own oil, rather 
than rely on foreign imports - which in 
itself threatens national security. 

We need to get our own oil out, and 
it's here, and the American roughneck 
does it. 

How do you become a roughneck? 
Although most want to start on an off­
shore rig, this is very difficult. Work off­
shore is demanding and isolated. A 
roughneck may work a 12-hour shift in 
hitches of seven, JO, 14 or 28 days, with 
an equal amount of time off onshore. 
Whatever your sh ift time is, you are on 
that rig until your time is up . Enforced 
isolation is a disadvantage, but the pay is 
better and living conditions and food are 
good. Opportunities for promotion 
abound, ·and good workers are never 
overlooked. Because safety problems are 
many on an offshore rig, my advice is to 
start roughnecking on a land-based one 
first, and get on with a company. Get to 
know them, and let them get to know 
you. Eventually, roughnecks can work 
their way up in a company, receiving its 
benefits and more pay - and oppor­
tunities to work around the world. Once 
you get your foot in the door - which 
can be as simple as becoming a relief 
crew member on a short-handed rig -
you 're on your way. 

"I came ou·t from California to the 
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Rangely patch with about $10 to my 
name ," said Mike. "I wen t to the Twin 
Arrow Company office, and they need­
ed hands. I had to sleep in th e car th e 
first night , but I got work on the seco nd 
day here." 

T he best way to find work is to know 
where the oil patches are, pack up and 
go there. As a lways, it takes money to 
make money, so bring along enough 
cash to live on for a few weeks: You 
might not find a job on the first day. Be 
prepared to spend so me nights in a 
cheap motel or your car. Before you 
leave , invest in a pair of insulated 
coverall s, hard hat with winter liner and 
a few pairs of light work gloves. (No 
need for the warm stuff south of the 
equator, but being outdoors all day 
tends !O get chilly sometimes .) 

Bars are the best places for informa­
tion. Listen to conversations to see if the 
fellows tipping beer in the corner work 
the rigs. Once you have singled out a 
bona-fide roughneck, buy him a beer. 
Strangers are often judged with con­
tempt at first, as can happen in country 
where human beings are few and far be­
tween, but harbor a good sense of 
humor and you will be readily accepted. 
Ask what the work situation is like, and 
what compan ies are grilling in ihe area. 
If no one has offered you a job yet, ask 
where drilling comi:iany offices are. 

U sually found In the large~t "popula­
tion center" in the area, the office will 
be a place to fill out an application. 
More often than not, no experience is 
necessary when a rig needs warm bodies . 
The offices are frequented by rig fore­
men - or "tool pushers." Tool pushers 
usually manage at least two rigs, and are 
familiar with the goings on in the area . 
Ask the toolpusher if he need·s a ·hand . 

Remember, attitude is all-important. 
If you come across to the toolpusher as 
wi lling to le<Jrn and work, he will be 
much more lik ely to help you. If he 
doesn't need a n extra hand , he may 
know another rig that does. 

On your way to the oil fields, look for 
derricks on the tiorjzon . Di-ive up to the 
rig and ask anyo ne around where the 
driller is. He's the man in charge of the 
actual operation of the rig. Toolpush'ers 
spend a lot of time traveling and check­
ing equipment, and the driller is head 
honcho of the hands. Don't bother him 
if he looks busy. Wait quietly until he 
has t ime to have a word with you. He 
may be wai ting for the exact moment to 
hit the drill break, and hi s a ttention 

' mu st be on his j ~ b, not ·you. When he 
does have time, you may find he needs a 
hand - or can tell you how to get to 
another rig tha\ has work. 

Drilling rigs are often fo und at the end 
of rugged four-wheel-drive roads, so it 's 
almost impossible to hop around to all 
of them in a particular patch. The 
neares t town tavern (if there is a town) is 
usually where roughnecks can be found 
after their shift. Find out the situation . 
If work isn't immed iatel y available , 
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Are there American Prisoners of War . 
still alive and unaccounted for in . . ~ 

Southeast Asia? 

Acc umulatin g evidence strongly suggests th a t there are American Prisoners of War 
a li ve and un acco unt ed fo r an d who re main in captivity. 
Th ere is an urgent need for a full accounting by all parties regarding information perti ­
nent to missing and captive American servicemen . 
The re have bee n more th an 350 " li ve-sightin g reports" of American POWs since the 
Paris Peace Accords were signed in 1973. but the U.S . government has been.unable 
to substantiate any o f th em . Previo us administrations have bee n less tnan candid 
regarding th e possibility that Am erican POWs may still survive in prison. 
Project Freedom is a no n-partisan. non -profit organization dedicated to the task of 
finding out. beyond any reasonable doubt . th e fate of those brave men who so nobly 
ri sked their lives. 
Project Freedom's Nationa l Chairman is Col. Lewis Millett (USA . Ret .), a Medal of 
Honor recipient: Hon orary Chairman is Gen. William C . Westm ore land: the Ex ­
ecutive Co mmittee in clud es Maj G en . John K. Singlaub (USA , Re t.) . Col. Charles 
W . Scott . the highest-ranking mil itary man a mong the hostages in Iran . and Lt'.· Col. 
Robert K. Brown (USAR ). Project Freedo m's Coord in ator o f Activities in Southeast 
Asia and Publishe r o f So ldier of Fo rtun e Magazine. 
The re is much to be do ne . 
You can he lp . 
Funds are needed to conduct and suppo rt info rmation -gathering effo rts in Southeast 
Asia - projects ai med at establishing th e truth . · 
Please send you r he lp in th e form of donatio ns to: 

Project Freedom-Special Fund 
c I o Soldier of Fortune 
P .O . Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

Ma ke checks pa yabl e to: Project Freedom-Special Fund . 
Tax -exempt sta tu s has bee n approved. All co ntributions a re tax -ded uctible. 
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Buy Direct at 
Factory Wholesale Prices 

Vi~t Nam Jungle Boot 
Rubber lug sole and heel vulcanized to canvas 
upper. Steel reinforced sole - Nylon webbing on 
sides and top. Steel ·shank - Leather inner sole. 
Available in D Width Orily. 

Order No. 
26300 
26301 
26302 
26303 
26304 
26305 

$19.95 Our Price 
Add $2.00 for shipping and handling. 
Call Toll Free 1-800-633-4266 for C.O.D. orders. 
Master Charge and Visa accepted. Send number and 
expiration date. · 

Complete Timberwolf catalog Free with order. Catalog 
includes hundreds of survival products. 

Please send checks or money orders to : 

Timberwolf 
Dept. SFB-1 • P·.O. Box 757 

Clanton, Alabama 35045 

Then you 
valuable information. advice. and 

opinion. Whe­
ther you are 
curious or am­
bitious. you can 
get it by sending 
$5.00 to: · 

Larry Loper 
P.O. Box 542 
Sugar Land. 
Texas 77478 

NEW TAKE-DOWN BLOWGUN 
Now get 2· Blowgun's in l 

SURVIVAL WEAPON .. 
SILENT POWERFUL · · · · 

Exo11c Sports Presents1he NEW 2 m 1_ Yaqua 4 'h · and 
2· Blowgun combiried. Through mOOern enQineenng 

comes 1he tirst Blowgun of i1s kmd l (2) Two uni1s 
connec!ed. makes 4'h' Blowgun (range 200' J. 

1 unit makes a 2' Blowgun (range 80') The 
new Take-Down model iS grcal tor Hunters. 

Back Packers. Hikers, or any Sportsman. 
Comes complete with its own case 101 

easy carrying & storage ASTOUND 
FR IENDS! Af ter minu tes o! prac-

' z tice you can 1111 a beer ca n at 200 

'\ ~ ~ . leed~}e~Vu~~rt ~5r~iei'i'~~t a~~ 
~o~~ • or~:~~~~~~:~1~i\~1a~ ~I~~~ 

' ~ ; pomt !Not ~ toy.dar t s 
;,,,, arc spring steel. 

'\ ~ ~hha~ I~~ e:~~~r~ 
'· see. have killed 

'"MMANg" 
WAnHBANg 

Exclusive Crystal Cover Strap! 

BRIGADE'S KNIFE POUCH 

Protects your watch and 
conceals nighttime glow. 

Heavy-Duty, Mil-Spec Web, l'//'. Sewn 
with nylon thread. Neafly indestruct­
able and will not rot. Velcro® Hocik-n­
Loop closures secure the Cover and our 
unique Double-locking· wrist band will 
not come off even under stress. 
Washa ble. Measure wrist to nearest 'I•" 
and specify color: Olive, Black, Sage 
Green, Navy. 
ilCBl , $5.50 

A Titting accessory for most pocket knives. Made of th e 
same material as our Commando Watchband. Regular si ze 
fits most pocket knives and all width belts. Velcro® 
protective flap keeps knife safe and ready when you need 
it. Olive, Black, Navy, Sage. 
#PCHl, Regular $3.95 
#PCH2, Extra Large for Buck size knives. 
#PCH3, for Swiss Champion. Specify type. Olive, Black. 
Just $4.95. 

NYLON COMMANDO FIELD WALLET 
Rugged nylon packcloth wa)let with Velcro® closure. s 
inside pockets for bills, l.D. and credit cards. Water 
repellent , washable & comfortable. A must for any 
outdoors person. Choose Olive, Camouflage, Black, 
Brown, Blue, Green or Divers' Red. 
#NWT-79, $7.95 

Z /'/. 

t.Brigade­
Quartermasters, Ltd. 
266-SF Roswell Str~et 

MONEY BACK· GUARANTEE. Senp Check . M oney 
Orde r or Charge to Visa hr Ma s terca rd . Includ e $1.50 
Pos lnge & Ha nd ling F1~e fo r a ll U.S. A . Zi p Cod e 
Addresses. Fo reign Orde rs mu s t reque s t Pos tage Ra tes. 
So rry. No C.0. D.'s. 

® Marietta, GA 30060 
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Charge Phone Orders To Your Bankcard 
Call (404) 428·1234 

don'I be discouraged. Move on to the 
next patch if the situation looks bad . 

Ray Holman, driller on Manning Oil 
Company Rig No. IO, drives by a small 
food store on his way to work in eastern 
Utah every morning . "l 've seen guys 
looking for wo~k ·waiting outside the 
store in the morning, but l ' ve seldom 
seen the same one twice," he said . 
"There's work out here, but don't ex­
pect to find it on the first day out. A 
fellow's got to be a little patient." 

Holman has been a roughneck for 17 
years, mo·stly in the Rangely area. "I 
worked with one company for a couple 
years , and applied for a 16-month ' con­
traq in Alaska to roughneck . I ' ve gone 
up there twice now on different rigs. I 
applied to work in El Salvador , and-was 
about to go wheh all the trouble broke 
oµt down there." While in Alaska , Hol­
man's wife and kids w.ere paid " separa­
tion pay" by the company. 

Oil companies take care of their own , 
and a good hand always has room to ad­
vance if he stays with one company. But 
many roughnecks prefer a different 
roule. They'll work for a year or so, liv­
ing in virtual poverty, and save up 
enough to go adventuring for a couple 
of years, then return to the oil field s. 

Once you've worked the rigs, you can 
always go back. Job securit y has never 
been a characteristic of rig work, but 
this doesn't bother most experienced 
hands. If they decide to quit or are run 
off for some ' reason, they have enough 
money to live on for a while .- and an 
experienced hand is always in demand 
somewhere. Most companies allow a 
week or two severance pay if a hand 
quils or is fired. 

If a driller is run off for some reason, 
he will often take his entire crew with 
him. If personalities clash, production 
can suffer from it. "They ran our driller 
off a couple of weeks ago," said Joe . 
"If he called me tonight, I'd quit here 
tomorrow and work for him , He' s a 
good operator.'' 

Most· men. that stay with the job like 
it, and I've heard many say that they 
would be happy roughnecking for the 
rest of tlleir lives - and many do just 
that, which is· a lot more than one could 
say about many blue-collar jobs. Men 
become attached to this work. The job 
sets then apart from the rest of society, 
and can fulfill many of their aspirations . 
Roughnecking ·offers ch:rnge, move­
ment ; danger, adventure and money if 
you have a penchant for it. 

Ken Ren s started out as a worm five 
years. ago. H<!'s a toolpusher now in 
charge of two rigs and makes upward of 
$40,000 a year. He just bought a home 
in Rangely for his family - wife Helen 
and two-year-old daughter Amanda. 

"I was just passing through with no 
money five years ago," sa.id Ren s. " A 
friend put me .up for a week, and I heard 
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TAMIAMI SPECIALS 
NIKON BINOCULARS LITTON NIGHT VISION 

NIKON BINOCULARS 
1-7701 ................. $94.25 
2·7702 . . ....... $104.75 
3·780 . . .. .. ... $241.65 
4-777 ....... .... .. $304.85 

(Rubber coated water resistant) 

BURLINGTON 
Bullet Proof Vest 24 Layers 

Special $350.00 

US GI POUCH 

Special $4.95 

Can be purchased by privale U.S. Cit izens for 
their own resident personal use. 

Model M-845 
Rifle Scope 

• Military Specifications 
• Red dot sight picture 
• Day light filter 
• Magnificat ion 1.55X 
• Standard Mercury 2.8V 

DC Battery 

Model M·841 
Pocket Scope 

Special 
$4295.00 

Basic Unit w/25 MM F/1.4 lens 

• Hand held 
• 2nd generation image inten­

sif ier 18 mm 
• Pasive low light lever operation 
• Adapts to most standard 

cameras and lenses w/"C" 
mount adapter 

• Standard mercury 2.8 V DC Bat­
tery 

,,_ _ 
(<}"';,,, ,( .=··(. 

" 
T-SHIRTS 

Model M-802 
GOGGLES 

• Military Specifications 
• Magnification 1 x (unity) 
• 2nd. generation 18 mm 
• Image intensi fier (2 each) 
• Passive low l ight level opera· 

ti on 
• Auxiliary infrared source 
• Standard mercury 2.7 V Battery 

Ruger, Colt, Bianchi, Weatherby, Marlin, Winchester, Garno, 
Tamiami , and others. 

"'"IT'"' ~ PISTOL CROSSBOW 
Target compact crossbow for indoor or 
outdoor use. 30 Lb . Pull. 

Special $52.60 

····? 
BARNETT WILDCAT CROSSBOW 
Hunting, Fishing Target. Adjustable 
Sights Built- in Safety. 150 lbs Pull. Max· 
imum Range 300 yds. with 3 bo lts. 

Specia l $ 157.40 

_r "'1f1. 
BARNETT COMMMANDO 

Special $5.95 

CAPS 
Assorted Colors. One size fits all, Ruger, 
Colt , Bianchi, Weatherby, Tamiami and 
others 

BROWNING 30181F2 
Outfitter II 2 Blades 3" 

Special $26.95 

GE BER PK3 
SELF COCKING CROSSBOW 
For al l big game hunting. Effortless Sel f­
Cocking. Mechanism 175 lbs. Automatic REDFIELD SCOPE 2 Stainless Steel Blades 3" & 2 

Model 112606 3-9 VAR L.P. 4 Plex 3/4". Screwdriver/wire stripper Safety Mechanism. 
Special $265.00 Special $189.95 blade Special $35.60 

____________ .., __________________________ ..., __________________________ ........ __ ... 

T AMIAMI DISTRIBUTORS 
11315 S.W. 40 St. MIAMI. FLORIDA 33165 Phone (305) 223-1070 
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--------rnuE FEELINGS INTERNATIONAL _______ __ 

PRESENTS 

"BATTLE OVER THE STRAIT OF SUIDRA" 
WHEN OUR BOYS SHOT DOWN 
TWO OF LIBYA'S RUSSIAN JETS 

NEVER FORGET 
AUGUST 19, 1981 

WHEN FREEDOM WAS ALMOST SHOT DOWN 
VISITOR HOME TEAM 

000 002 

$8.25 +$1.75 SHIPPING & HANDLING 
CASH - CHECK · M.0 . 

T-F INT. - P.O. BOX 1532 - CUDAHY, CA 90201 
POWDER BLUE SILKSCREEN T-SHIRT (S,M,L,XL) 

50150 COT/POLY BLEND MADE IN U.S.A. 

VALOR SPORTS ___ WePayBhlpplng 

BAUSCH & LOMB 
9 x 35 Waterproof/Fogproof Binoculars 

A rugged 9-power. armor bodied binocular with 
Bausch & Lomb's incomparable optical quality, 
nationally advertised at $449.95 
61-7935 . ........... Valor Price $299.00 

Bushnell 
7 x 35 WI A Waterproof I Fog proof Binoculars 
Designed to survive the most severe field conditions. 
Nationally advertised at $179.95 
12-8735 . ... . .. . . .... Valor Price $125.00 

8 x 30 Armored WI A Binoculars 
Completely covered in durable 
rubber armor. 
13-8330 . . - .. ' ..... .. $65.00 

Trophy Field Telescope 
Rubber Armored, high resolution. 
16 x 36X Power Zoom eyepiece 
78-1736 ........ .. .. $215.00 
78-3010 . .. _. Tripod $40.00 

7 x 50 Armored Binoculars 
These Binoculars are protected 
against field hazards. 
13-7550 - . - ... .. - .. .. $75.00 

Rubber Armor Rifle Scope 
Rubber armored eyepiece and 
objectives provide shock protection 
for use in rugged country. 
74-2405 .. 4 x Power $35.00 
74-2395 3x-9x Power $50.00 

Buck Folding Hunter 
110 ............ $35.00 

Visa & Mastercharge Accepted 
VALOR SPORTS 

3606 Brownsville Rd. 
___________ Pittsburgh. PA 15227 USA 

We Pay Shipping Phone(4121884-1333 

- PERSONAL PROTECTION -
• LASER WEAPONS• SHOCKING/BURNING 
DEVICES• STUNNING/PARALYZING GUNS 

•ULTRASONIC DEVICES• OBJECT 
and AREA ELECTRIFICATION METHODS 

- HOME/PROPERTY SECURITY 
and PROTECTION -

1 
• SEE IN DARK DEVICES• LONG RANGE• SUPER 

SENSITIVE VOICE and TELEPHONE TRANSMITTERS 
• HOMING TRACKING DEVICES• AUTOMATIC 

TELEPHONE RECORDING AND LISTENING• SUPER 
SENSITIVE MICROPHONES• PROPrnTY 

PERIMETER GUARD PROTECTION 

send $1.00 for catalog of above plus 
hundreds more to: 

SCIENTIFIC SYSTEMS 
Dept. S05, P. 0. Box 716, Amherst, NH 03031 
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MILITARY COLLECTORS 
• Over 40,000 Items in Stock • 

• ' 

' 

Black S.S. caps 
M-4 3 Take down style. 
Metal eagle & buttons 
S-M & Lg. Sizes ... 
$18.00 

I 

S.S. Viking Div. Ring 
Large Size Only. In 
Hea"Y Silver Plate ... 

$20.00 

or S.S. Offlcen 
lw/Silver-top trimJ ... $25.00 

Our NEW 224 page fully Illustrated relic 
Collectors Catalog ... 53.00/FREE w ith order 

W.W. 2 PRODUCTS LTD. 
P.O. BOX 2063-F ST. LOUIS, MO. 63158 

of some work and got a job. I didn't 
think I ' d stay at it. Figured I'd go back 
to the city. But it kind of grows on 
you." 

Rens saw combat in 'Nam as a Recon 
Marine, and roughnecking suits him just 
fine after all that. 

The oil industry is booming, and there 
are many industry-related fields with 
jobs available. Many roughnecks started 
out as dishwashers, truck drivers or fac­
tory workers in oil towns before finding 
the work they wanted on a rig. With 
some money to live on, work clothes and 
the right attitude, you can become a 
roughneck. 

Find work and prove yourself. If you 
don't like it, leave. If you find the work 
to your liking, it can be a rewarding ex­
perience. There will be drudgery and 
hard times, but adventure and satisfac­
tion usually outweigh the disadvantages. 
It is a special breed that lives and works 
this wild land - and the men that do are 
proud of it. :9Z 

DRILLING COMPANY 
ADDRESSES 

There are more than 4,000 rotary 
rigs actually "making hole" in the 
United States and Canada today. 
Listed here are some drilling com­
panies in major oil patches that can 
help you with employment informa­
tion . I suggest writing letters to the 
contractors below before you hit the 
road. Ask where their employment 
offices are, and what the job situa­
tion is. 

WESTERN OCEANIC, INC. 
515 S. Post Oak Rd . 
Suite 1200 P .O. Box 56006 
Houston, TX 77027 

WILSON BROTH ERS DRILLING CO . 
217 E . Kalsite Saloom Rd. 
P.O. Drawer 53628 
Lafayette, LA 70505 

DELTA DRILLING CO . 
P.O. Box 2012 
Tyler, TX 757 10 

NICOR DRILLING CO. 
500 Reunion Center 
9 East 4th 
Tulsa, OK 74103 

SANTA FE INTERNATIONAL CORP. 
P.0.Box 1401 
Orange, CA 92688 
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TH E COMPLETE BOOK OF 

COMBAT HANDGUNNING 

T his book contain s virtuall y 
every aspect of co mbat hand­
gu nning from the purpose, care 
and c lean ing of the handgun to 
techniques of surviving a f ight 
and mental condit ioning, ect. 
over 400 photographs 8 1/z x 11 
168 pages. 
434 . . . ... .. ... . $12.95 

SEMI FUil 

~ 

& OPERATIONS ,. 
~ ( 

f / 
·~·'%· , v .l ·.~ 
~ · 

RANGER TRAINING 
& OPERATIONS 

(FM21-50) The off icia l 
training manual for the 
U.S. Army's legendary 
Rangers not to be con­
fused w ith the old Ranger 
Training book, this book 
al so co ntains Ranger oper­
ations. 6x 9 - 344 pages. 
504 . . . . . . . . . . $9.95 

FUll AUTO 

EMERGENCY WAR 
SURGERY 

Covers emergency surgery 
for wounds & injuries of 
all k ind s, including mass 
casualties in thermonuclear 
warfare, chemica l inju ry, 
b last injury, miss il e-caused 
wounds, etc. An update of 
th e origina l N .A. T .O. 
manual. 511z x 81/2 , 416 pp. 
410 .. . .. .. .. $14.95 

AR-15, UZI, MAC 10, THOMPSON, M-1 CARBINE 
Step by step inst ruction s for converting these popular weapons to Fu ll Auto. 
Each of the five manuals has comp lete and conc isive instructions for Full 
Auto convers ions, from the simplicity of replacing parts to the more involved 
altering of ex ist ing parts and receiver modifications. Th e step by step proce­
dure is coord inat ed with a ser ies of photographs and illu strati ons in suring a 
first time success . 

061, 036, 010, 0 27 or 13 0 .. $4.95 each - any three $14. 00 - all five $23.00. 

EXPLOSIVES AND 
PROPELLANTS 

EXPLOSIVES AND 
PROPELLANTS 

NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

ZIP 

QTY 

RUGER CARBINE 

COOKBOO K 

Complete assemb ly & dis­
assemb ly, care & mainte­
nance and "dress up" of 
these two popular carbines 
are covered in thi s compre­
hensive ·manual. 51/2 x 311z. 
014 . . . . . . . . . . $4.95 

STATE 

BOOK TITLE PRICE T OTAL 

~ 
~ 

This book is a direct resu lt of the Improv ised Muni­
tions Program at Frankford Arsenal in the 1960's . 
The program's p urpose was to devise procedures for 
iso lated Special Forces personnel to manufacture 
exp losives, munitions and propellants from common, 
locall y available materials. 8 1/2 x 11, 56 pages. 
227 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.00 

POSTAGE AND H AND LIN G 2.00 

TOTA L 
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TM F1-A2 Is 
a regis tered 
trademark of 
R&R Enterprl •H 

[ISTE~ 

~mfortably clips to 
your pocket, belt , 

purse or boot, even 
in a three piece suit 

fo r easy one 
handed access. 

Blade length 21tii ", al l stainless construction. locking 
blade. Speci fy right or left handed when ordering . U.S. & 
foreign patents pending. 

Ask for the CLIPIT at your local dealer 
or write: 

:M:Spydnco 
P.O. Box 800 A 

Golden, Colorado 80402 

100 SOUllEll OI' l'flll'l'lJNE 

GENUINE AMERICAN 
MADE ZIPPER 

COMBAT BOOT 
R 611210 13 W 611210 13 $4500 

10 in. Side Zipper, Cap toe 
COMBAT BOOT in Black 
finish Elk leather. Made 

over the genuine Munson 
last. Full COMFORTABLE 

CUSHION INSOLE, steel 
shank. heavy leather mid­
sole, rolled edge, military 

beveled jump heel. 
Heavy cloth lace. 

Genuine Goodyear 
Welt. 

MASTER CHARGE, VISA, COO's accepted. 
Send for our free 9 page price list of other 
government surplus including camouflague 
fatigues. 

Valley Surplus 
Box346 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 

ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FDR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE, PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS .. INSURED. 

SEDCO, INC. (Drilling Division) 
1901 North Akard . Cumberland Hill 
Dallas, TX 75201 

TRANSCONTINENTAL OIL CORP. 
1400 First National Bank Tower 
Shreveport , LA 71101 

TRG DRILLING CORP. 
P.O. Box 20020 
Oklahoma City, OK 73156 

HYLTON DRILLING CO . 
7700 Downing Ave . 
P .O. Box 9307 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 

AMERICAN DRILLING CO. 
P.O . Box 122 
Casper, WY 82602 

R.L. MANNING CO. 
2200 Tower Bldg. 
1700 Broadway 
Denver, CO 80290 

SHARP DRILLING CO . 
709 First National Bank Bldg . 
Box 1271 
Midland, TX 79701 

SMITH DRILLING CO. 
P.O . Box 150 
Lawrenceville, IL 62439 

CHALLENGER DRILLING INC. 
220,444 - 7 Avenue S.W. 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2P OX8 

WARRIOR DRILLING & 
ENGINEERING CO. 

P.O . Box 1026 
Tuscaloosa, AL 35401 

VIERSEN & COCHRAN 
DRILLING CO. 

Box 280, McCulloch Bldg. 
Okmulgee, OK 74447 

APPALACHIAN DRILLING CO. 
Morrison Bldg ., Suite 333 
Box 2669 
Charleston, WV 25301 

ARAPAHOE DRILLING CO. 
P.O . Box 26687 
Albuquerque, NM 87125 

BENCHMARK OIL INC. 
212 N. 3rd Street 
Olean, NY 14760 

STEW ART BROTHERS 
DRILLING CO. 

P.O. Box 2067 
Grants, NM 87020 

CRC COLORADO WELL 
SERVICE INC. 

P .O. Box 1006 
Rangely , CO 81648 

CARDINAL DRILLING CO. 
P .O. Box 1077 
Billings, MT 59103 

EXETER DRILLING INC. 
2300 Lincoln Center Bldg. 
P .O. Box 17349 
Denver, CO 802I7 
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JERRICAN 
POCKET 
LIGHTER. 

iar Jerrican . Uses regular 
lighter fluid. Standard 
pocket size . 
SFK7-1399 . .... $7.50 ppd 
GRENADE TABLE LIGHTER. Silver plated. 
Pull pin for flame. Uses standard lighter fluid. 
Solid. Realistic. Stands 5 Y." tall. 
SFK7-1384 . . ... .. . . . ... ,_ ... . . $18.75 ppd 

M -1 ABRAMS TANK LIGHTER. (NEWll 
Faithful reproduction of the Army's newest 
tank. Tracks really work! Refillable butane. 
Pewter finish'. 
SFK7-1385 .. . ..... . ........ . .. $29.50 ppd 

SPECIAL FORCES 
BELT BUCKLE . 
Pewter finish on the 
emblem of the Special l 
Forces. Deeply sculp­
tured with fine detail. 
Fits belts up to 1 :Y." 

C-RATIONS. Government issue. Packed 12 
boxed meals per case. Each contains a 
complete canned meat meal. Includes 
accessory packet with salt, suoar. instant 
coffee; cream substitute, chewing oum. 
matches; can opener and toilet paper. 
C-RATIONS (Case of 12 meals). 
SFK5-1007 . .. . . .. . ... . ...... . . . $58.75 ppd 
INDIVIDUAL MEAL (Our choice). 
SFK5-1008 . .. ............ .. .... $5.50 ppd 
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ARMY 
WRIST 
COMPASS. 
New and genuine military 
issue I R6605-00-5252LX . 
Black nylon wrist strap, 
luminous dial. Wear on 
rioht wrist or slip on same 
band as your military 
watch. 
SFK7-1315 ... $19.76 ppd 

COMMANDO WALLET . 
Tri-fold. Camouflage nylon 
outer she ll : olive drab nylon 
inner liner. Velcro closure; 
padded for extra comfort. 
Four pockets plus large 
folding money. pocket. 
Measures 5"x 9" . 
SFK7-1183 .. ... $7.75 ppd 

U.S. CIVILRT 
*STORE ... * 

1375 NORTH WILSON ROAD 
RADCLIFF, KY 40160 U.S.A. 

ORDER TOLL FREE 800-626-6171 
TELEX 21-3070 

Minimum order-$15.00 
POSTPAID TO US/ APO/FPO 

l::IC•l 
"' A complete store of herd to find military items. 

Send $3.00 for 11 new. 100 page, color catalog I 

MILITARY WATCH. 17-jewel watch with 
stainless steel back. Metal casino; olive drab 
nylon band. Quality watch made by Hamilton. 
SFK7-1220.... . . . Special Price $54.88 ppd 

CAMOUFLAGE 
COMMANDO WATCHBAND. Exclusive 
Woodland pattern printed on 1 :Y." nylon web­
bino. Lock back covering strap. One size fits 
all. 
SFK5-1256 ... . .. ... . . ..... . ... . . $4. 75 ppd 

SPECIAL FORCES 
OPERATIONAL 
TECHNIQUES. 
DA Field Manual 31-20. 
A valuable handbook 
covering all phases of SF 
operations. from intelli­
gence gathering, and air 
and water operations to 
ambushes & demolitions. 
SFK7-2349 . . $16.75 ppd 

SPECIAL OPERATIONS 
GROUP VIETNAM. 

"Get out of Jail Free" card. 

''...iiiiiiiii1iliiiiil•~i complete with black plastic 
~ . pocket-size folder . A 

reprint souvenir of ~he 

Vietnam era . Offered as a 
war relic only. 

~----~ SFK7-2348 .. ... $5.75 ppd 

SPECIAL 
FORCES 

AWARDS 
STATUE . 

Z inc with bronze 
finish . Mounted on 
a walnut base. Fine 
detail. Stands 9 y.·., 
tall . Nameplate 
ready for engraving 

included. 
SFK7-2428 . .. .... . 

ARMY 
CAMOUFLAGE 
FATIGUE. 
Official. 
Double seat, 
knees. elbows. 
Sizes: XS-S-M -L-XL 
in regular lengths. 
M and L in Iona 
lenoths. 
SFK1 -1098 Shirt .. . . . . 
, ... . .. . . . . $29.25 ppd 
SFK1-1099 Trou1Br1 . . . 
........... $29.26 ppd 

. .. . . . . . $59.75 ppd 

U.S. ARMY 
CAMOUFLAGE CAP. 
Official Army Woodland 
fatigue cap. 65% cotton/ 
35% nylon. Water resistant 
fabric . Lined earflaps. 
Sizes: 6:Y.-7-7Y,-7:Y.. 
SFK1-1095 .. .... $9.75 ppd 

MAKE YOURSELF 
AN AUTHOR I 11 
PERSONALIZED 
"ALL I KNOW ABOUT" BOOK . 
" ALL I KNOW ABOUT.. .POLICE 
WORK, COVERT OPERATIONS. 
COUNTER INTELLIGENCE". you name itl 
A hard eover book with 110 blank paoes. 
Your title and author on the cover . Up to 20 
characters per title and up to 20 characters 
per author. Order one for a friend and one 
for your own I ibrary. Write out your title on 
a separate sheet of paper. 

A GREAT "GAG" GIFTI 
SFK7-2379 .. . .. .. ... . . . ...... $12.50 ppd 
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NEW EXCLUSIVE PRODUCTS 
. fmmRAM-LINE G,> . 

SEE-THRU 
SCOPE MOUNT 
MINI 14 SMl425 

• Standard dovetail rings (Weaver. etc.) 

• Easy mounting- no dri lling or tapping 

• No iron sight or scope removal needed 

• Instal l by replacing new bolt stop cover 

• Designed with shell deflector 

Suggested List .$24.95 

Ask your d istributor or 
send $ 1. 00 for catalog 
and info~mation to: 

REAR SIGHT, ~ 
OPEN 

~!~!ho~~- ty:~Ol435 
RAM-LINE"' 
by CHESCO, INC. 
2323 W. 2nd Avenue 
Denver. Colorado 80223 

• Siting visibility improves with white outline. 

• Slips under e levation screw without modification. 

Suggested List. .$2.00 

Other Products: Rear Peep, Bipod & Case . Ventilated Handguard , Slings , Flash 
Hider, Folding Stock. 

LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT 
KNIFE 

ONLY 

s12ss 

Double edge '440 s tainless 
s teel blade. Full tang one 
piece constructio n. Leather 
sheath with qu ick release 
snap and ·metal boot/belt 
c lip. Money Back Guaranteed 
If Not Fu/Iv Satisfied .'! 

WESTBURY SALES CO. D'EPT. BK-12-SF 
373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 
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GLOBAL MARINE INC. 
P .0. Box 54031 
Los Angeles, CA 90054 

INTERNATIONAL PETROLEUM 
SERVICE CO. 

P.O. Box 547 
Sheffield, PA 16347 

KENAI DRILLING LTD. 
477 Madison Ave. 
New York, NY 10022 

MILLER DRILLING CO. 
Route 3, Box 222X 
Ft. Smith, AR 72901 

THE OFFSHORE CO. 
P.O. Box 2765 
Houston, TX 77001 

PARKER DRILLING CO. 
8 East Third Street 
Tulsa, OK 74 103 

PENROD DRILLING CO. 
3300 First National Bank Bldg. 
Dallas, TX 75202 

REEF DRILLING CORP. 
P.O. Box 796 
Traverse, Ml 49684 

The companies listed above give a 
small cross-section of drilling con­
tractors from around the United 
States. Some of the firms handle as 
many as 100 rigs all over the world , 
and some have as few as one or two 
in localized a reas. If you need to 
know more specific informat ion 
about a particular company, feel free 
to call John Metzger at Soldier of 
Fortune. Below is a list of the major 
production companies which are in­
volved in the drilling industry. 

AMOCO PRODUCTION COMPANY 
P.O. Box 5340A 
Chicago, IL 60680 · 

ARCO OIL AND GAS CO. 
P.O. Box 28 19 
Dallas , TX 75:f21 

CONOCO INC. 
P.O. Box 2197 
Houston, TX 77001 

EXXON CO ., U.S.A. 
P.O. Box 2180, Room 3005 
Houston, TX 77001 

GETTY OIL CO. 
P.O. Box 54050 
Los Angeles, CA 90054 

GULF EXPLORATION AND 
PRODUCTION CO. 

P.O. Box i lOO 
Houston , TX 77001 

HUSKY OIL CO. 
600 South Cherry Street 
Denver; CO 80222 

MARATHON OIL CO. 
539 S. Main St. 
Findlay, OH 45840 
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MOBIL EX PLO RATION & 
PRODUCTION CO. 

P.O. Box 900 
7200 N. Stemmons Fwy. 
Dallas, TX 75221 

PHILLIPS PETROLEUM CO. 
Frank Phillips Bldg. 
Bartlesville, OK 74004 

SHELL OIL CO. 
One Sheir Plaza, Box 2463 
Houston, TX 77001 

STANDARD OIL COMPANY 
OF CALIFORNIA 

225 Bush Street, Room 1721 
San Francisco, CA 94194 

TEXACO INC. 
P .0. Box 52332 
Houston , TX 77052 

UNION OIL CO. OF CALIFORNIA 
Broadway Plaza, Suite 3200 
Los Angeles, CA 90017 

TENNECO OIL EXPLORATION & 
PRODUCTION 

P.O. Box 2511 
Houston, TX 77001 

SOHlO PETROLEUM CO. 
500 Penn Place, Suite l IOO 
Oklahoma City, OK 73 I I8 

These are not addresses for com­
pany employment offices, but of cor­
poration headquarters of companies 
involved in the process of getting oil 

' and gas out of the ground . They may 
be able to help you in some way, or 
steer y9u in the right. direction if you 
are try.ing to find work. 

For more general information, 
contact the International Association 
of Drilling Contractors (IADC) at 
P.O. Box 4287, Houston, TX 77210, 
phone: (713) 784-4090. · - J.M. 

CZECH MATE 
Continued from page 42 

Our informant's opmwns of the 
M16A1 rifle are well intended, but large­
ly incorrect. As James Fallows has 
pointed out, the early reliability prob­
lems of the M 16 were not a function of 
the gas system (see "Military Marketeer­
ing," SOF, November '82). The bolt 
carrier group is not difficult to clean un­
der any conditions, if the proper equip­
ment and training are provided. There is 
no need to design a f aiding stock as a 
success! u/ collapsible stock was incor­
porated into the XM177E2/CAR 15 
series. 

The comparison with the new Soviet 
AK-74 is yet to be demonstrated in a 
direct confrontation on the field of bqt­
t/e. While the Kalashnikov is a design of 
proven reliability, it is by no means 
perfect. 
Peter G. Koka/is, 
SOF Military Small A rms Editor 9Z 
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BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9 mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds "Threat Level 
II" tested in accordance with the NlLECJ­
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2% lbs. Fits easily 
under T-Shirt. 

Front & Back Protector .... $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable Side Panels ...... $27 .SQ ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov­
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards. State height, chest 
and waist measurements. 

MATTHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc.) 

P.O. Box 1754 
Matthews, N.C. 28105 

MilArm Co Ltd 
10922 - 97 St., Edmonton, Alberta 

Canada TS H 2M5 

Paladin. Desert, DBI, Choate 
Assau lt Systems, Feather, Valor, 
S & K , B-Square, B.M.F .. Falcon. 
Mac 10 & 11 . Combat Equipment 
Sales. H & K. Colt. Ruger. FN. 
Surv ival Food. Nordac. MountRin 
House Foods. Anite. Armament 
Systems. Gerber.-Commando Arms. 
Brigade Quartermaster. Defence 
Technology. Leatherwood Charley"s 
Militaria. Wooley Brothers. Navy 
Arms. Lone Star Ordnance. Perry 's 
Ammo sling. Plus Collector Arms 
Large Illustrated Catalogue $3.00 

Mail Order Only 
For conven ience. cal ls accepted 
6 P.M. - 9 P.M. Tues. & Thurs .. 

10 A.M. - 5 P.M. Sat. 
Ph. (403) 424-528 1 

•'I.a" THICK 
• APPROX. 2 OZ. 

•STAINLESS STEEL RC 56/68 
• NON REFLECTIVE FOR NIGHT WORK. $ 

•LIFETIME GUARANTEE TO ORIGINAL OWNER. 39.95 
. IS Ultralight, Streetwise dagger is essentially a Jast:ditch stabbing weapon, 
perfect for the palm thrust. The razor sharp double edge blade features an 
unconventional single side grind offering an exceptionally strong spear point. 
Originally designed for undercover narcotics agents, the Urban Shiv is easily 
capable of penetrating heavy clothing and inflicting severe wounds with its 
triangular cross-section blade. Inconspicuous and compact each Shiv comes 
complete with a quality leather sheath, pendant, forearm/ankle attachments 
and detachable boot/belt clip. ·cHECK LOCAL ORDINANCES BEFORE CARRYING CONCEALED 

_____ _; __________ ,MAIL THIS NO RISK COUPON TODAY••••••••••••••••••• 

NAME 
(PLEASE PRINT) 

ADDRESS 

CITY STATE 

Please send the following 

(ADD :51 56 POST AGE / HANDLIN.GI C~LIF RESIDEN TS INCLUDE SALES' AX 

ZIP 
0 MONEY OROER 0 CHECK EHCLOSEO $ __ _ 
CHARGE TO MY: 0 VISA n MASTER CARO 

tOLO f TEEL INt :·M (LIST ALL NUMBERS ON YOUR CREDIT CARO) (EXPIRATION OATE) 

CATALOGUE $2 !GOOD TOWARD FIRST PURCHASE) OR PHONE IN YOUR CREDIT CARD ORDER 
2128 UNIT D, KNOLL DRIVE. VENTURA CA 93003 DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED (805) 656·519L 

...... .;.••••••••••MONEY BACK (LESS POSTAGE) IF NOT SATISFIED.••••••••••••••• 
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BACK ISSUE 
SPECIAL 
*No. 1 ~SVMMER '75: U.S. Vietnam Vets Attempt 
To Fight For Saigon; CIA Assassination Of Trujillo; 
Col. Hoare & His Meres in Angola. 

*No. 2-SPRING '76:War in Angola; Special Forces 
Desert Training; CuQan Invasion Plot. · 

*No. 3-SUMMER '76: Hei;irst's PR Dept. Behind '54 
· Guatemalan Revolt; Mad Dog Callan: Mere Runs 

Amuck; Challenge of Deep Sea Diving. 
*No. 4-FALL '76: Vietnam Vet FirstAmerican KIA 
in Angola; $OF Interviews CIC of Rhodesian Army; 
American Mere in Israel. 

*No. 5-WINTER '7?: Ralph Thorsen: Modern Boun­
ty Hunter; Terror in Beirut - An Inside Look At 
The ·PLO; SOF Interviews Sir Robert Thompson. 

*No: 6-SPRING '77: SOF Recon: Action in South 
Africa; NRA Survival School; Paramedics in 
Guatemala. · 
No. 7-SEPT. '77: American Mere Destroys Cuban 
J:spionage Ring; SAC Errors in VN Airwar Opera­
tion, Part 1; Rhodesi·a: "Castle Keep." 

*No. 8-NOV. '77: South African Army Prepares for 
War; lsraeii Defense Force; SOF Interviews Mike 
Echanis; SAC Errors in VN, Part 2. 
No. 9-'JAN. '78: Africa Is Burning; A Prof13ssional 
Soldier Evaluates CIA-Cuban Exile Ops; Freelanc-
ing In Cambodia. · 

No. 10-MARCH '78: Bounty Hunting In Africa; Tet 
'68: American Media Interpretations, Ranger in Ac­
tion in Saigon; Grey's.Scouts Ride Again. 

*No.11-MAY '78: Meres' Togo Assassination Try; 
Thai Army General Speaks Out; Cubans Torture 
U.S. POWs in Vietnam.' 
No. 12-JULY '78: French Foreign Legion Today, 
Part 1; H&KAs5aultRifle; South African.Comman-
dos. · 

*No. 13-SEPT. '78: French Foreign Legion Today, 
Part 2; SOF Interviews Cambodia's President-in-
Exile; Mike Echanis: Hands vs. Guns. · · 
No. 14-NOV. '78: Fre11ch Foreign Legion Today, 
Part 3; ST-23 Fighting Knife; SWAT In Action; 
South African Strike !nto Angola.· 
No. 15-JAN. '79: Jeff Cooper's "Gunsite"; SOF 
Interviews Gen. John· K. Singlaub; SOF Rides with 
Rhodesia's Armored Corps. 
No. 16-FEB. '79: In Memoriam: Mike Echanis; 
Dynamite . Combat Custom .45 Auto; French 
Foreign Legion Update. · 
No.17-MARCH '79: U.S. Navy SEALS, Part 1; SOF 
Jumps With Confederate Airborne; Colorado NG 
Shows Regulars How. 
No, 18-APRIL 779: U.S. Navy SEALs, Part 2; Tom­
my Gun; Rhodesian Ranch Security, Part 1; W.E. 
!=airbairn: Grandfather of SWAT. 
No. 19-MAY '79: Rhodesian Ranch Security, Part 
2·; SMG vs. Pistol; AK-47 & Its Variations; Soviets 
Salute SOF. 
No. 20-JUNE '79: Death in the Night in Vietnam; 
Col. "Bull" Simons Engineers Iranian Jailbreak; 
OPFOR: The Friendly Enemy. 
No. 21-JULY '79: BATF Gestapo, Part 2; Combat 
Tracking Technique!?;fighting for Keeps; My Fight 
Against Fidel, Part 1. 
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No. 22-AUG. '79: Mad Mike's Meres in the Congo; 
Saigon: The Toughest Beat in the World; My Fight 
Against Fidel, Part 2. 
No. ~3-SEPT. '79: World Practical Pistol Cham­
pionship; Duel of Master Snipers; South African 
Motorcycle Troops. 
No. 24-0CT. '79: White Devil of Mozambique; 
Sidewinder SMG Revisited; Contact Lenses for 
Shooters. 

No. 25-NOV. '79: Chopper Jobs; Nicaragua: The 
End; In Memoriam: Col. "Bull" Simons; Return to 
Parris Island. 
No. 26-DEC. '79: Korean Combat of Nerves; SOF 
Staffer with Border Patrol; Zimbabwe-Rhodesia: 
State of the Nation; Strategist Plots WWlll. 
No. 27-JAN. '80: Stakeout: Rizzo's Raiders; Field 
Gear Needs Face Lift; Cobray School. 
No. 28-FEB. '80: Shootout: .45 vs 9mm; Only U.S. 
POW to Escape during SE Asian War; Soviet Black 
Berets. 
No. 29-MARCH '80: Soviet Nuclear Plans; West 
Germany's GSG 9; Will New Volunteer Army 
Fight? 

No. 30-APRIL '80: Texas Airborne NG; Interview 
with Afghan Rebel Leader; Angolan Border Fire 
Fight. 
No. 31-MAY '80: Khe Sanh: No Dien Bien Phu; 
Kings of the Khyber Rifles; Beside Bokassa; 
Africa's Bushman Battalion. 
No. 32-JUNE '80: Vietnam Delta Ambush; Wolf 
Pack Skipper; RSA's Cuban Killer. 

*No. 33-JULY '80: MGs for Rent; Vietnam War: 
Why We Went, Why We Didn't Win; SOF Takes a 
Dive. 

*No. 34-AUG. '80: Gunfight at Fort Hustler; SOF: 
Contact in Rhodesia; Marine [)esert War Exer­
cises. 
No. 35-SEPT. '80: Assignment Afghanistan; In 
Cuban Waters; SAS Dares and Wins. 
NO. 36-0CT. '80: Jihad in Afghanistan; Soviet 

·Special Forces; Shot in the Heart. 

No. 37-NOV. '80: SMGs Find Home on the Range; 
Bringing Smoke on SWAPO; Stunt Pilot's Pilot. 
No. 38-DEC. '80: Vietnam: Howard's Hill; Moroc­
co's Desert War; Auger's Mini-14; Beware Auto 
Sear Kits. 
No. 39-JAN. '81: Sharpshooting with Chairman 
Jeff; Anatomy of a Combat Knife; Cambodia: 
Journey into Hell. 
No. 40-FEB. '81: AK-74; Hanoi's Hit List; 
Recruiting Scams; SOF Convention Report. 
No. 41-MARCH '81: Morocco's Murderous 
Marauders; Cold Weather Operations; Escape & 
Evade from Angola. · 
No. 42-APRIL '81: Afghanistan's Winter War; SAS 
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WORD WAR 

Continued from page 49 

general in the dispatch made a repeat 
performance in the correspondent' s 
book. 

Sgt. John Ashe (brother of the world­
famous tennis player) was a Marine as­
signed to public-relations duties . He de­
livered a biting indictment of the young 
wire-service correspondents and the 
"war freaks" who frequented Da Nang 
(which was a remote outpost to the 
media, though not to the military) . They 
would, he recalled, rarely go into the 
field and never spend the night when 
they did; would deport themselves as if 
they had never heard a shot fired with 
intent to kill before that moment - to 
their own and the Marines' peril; and 
then file stories that "bore little or no 
relation" to what he - and they - had 
seen . They didn't want to know, Ashe 
added, what was really happening in the 
First Corps Area, where the Marines had_ 
winkled out the Viet Cong by stationing 
squads in villages . 

Instructive on a large scale is the con­
trast between the coverage of the Ameri­
can massacre at My Lai and the Viet 
Cong massacre at Hue. At My Lai, a 
junior American officer allowed his men 
to kill dozens of presumably uninvolved 
farmers in full violation of standing 
orders. At Hue, the former Imperial 
capital, the Viet Cong killed several 
thousand community leaders, including 
a number of Europeans, in accordance 
with standing orders to "destroy the 
bourgeoisie." The U.S . military' s at­
tempt to suppress reports of the My Lai 
massacre, of course, made it even worse 
when the story was finally released by 
the Dispatch News Agency, a curious or­
ganization that came into existence in 
Vietnam with unknown financial back­
ing and vanished once its purpose of op­
posing the war had brought Hanoi vic­
tory. But the Hue massacre was, some­
how, uninteresting. 

By the same token, American restraint 
was not news, even to the experienced 
correspondents, because it was a "non­
event." Flying in a command helicopter 
of the Ninth Division over the Mekong 
Delta, another U.S. correspondent and I 
heard the brigade commander counter­
mand his battalion commander's order 
to the infantry and the helicopter gun­
ships to attack some 100 enemy who 
were pouring out of a surrounded vil­
lage, still firing. 

"Do not, repeat, do not, attack, " the 
colonel directed. "They're using women 
and children as shields." Neither my col­
league nor myself thought the incident 
worth reporting - a palpable error of 
judgment induced by the atmosphere in 
which we were working . If the Ninth 
Division had killed the civilians, we 
would have filed copiously . 
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Equally lamentable was the failure of 
the Western press to cover with an y 
thoroughness the Army of the Republi c 
of South Vietnam , which over the long 
run was doing most of the fighting. Co r­
respondents were reluctant to commit 
their safety to units whose resolution 
they di st rusted - sometimes for good 
reason, more often because o f a kind of 
racist contempt - in order to get stories 
that interested their editors so little. 
Coverage of Vietnamese politics, as well 
as social and economic developments, 
was sporadic - except for military 
coups and political crises, and those 
were often misreported. 

Examples of misdirected or distorted 
reporting could be amassed almost in­
definitely. The war, after all , lasted 
some 20 years. A former Washington 
Post and New York Times correspon­
dent, Peter Braestrup, has published a 
two-volume study of the coverage of the 
Tet offensive of 1968. Quite significant­
ly , it attracted little interest compared 
to, say , William Shawcross's Sidesho w 
or Michael Herr's Dispatches. 

Nowadays, Jean Lacouture, Anthony 
Lewis and William Shawcross (among 
some other " Vietnam veterans") clearly 
feel deceived or even betrayed by the 
communists of Indochina ; yet surely, 
they voluntarily adopted the ideological 
bias that allowed Hanoi to deceive them . 
The Vietnamese communists - unlike 
their Cambodian confreres - had, after 
all, openly declared their intention of 
imposing totalitarian rule upon the 
South. Why, then, were the "critics of 
the American war" so genuinely sur­
prised by the consequences? 

More crucially, why did a virtual 
generation of Western journalist s 
deceive itself so consistently as to th e 
nature of the " liberation" in Indochina? 
Why did the correspondents want to 
believe in the good fa ith of the co m­
munists? Why did they so want to disbe­
lieve the avowed motives of the United 
States? Why did so much of their 
presumably factual reporting regularly 
reflect their ideological bias? 

The obvious explanation is not as in­
genuous as it may appear ; the majorit y 
of Western correspondents and co m­
mentators adopted their idiosyncratic 
approach to the Indochina war precisely 
because other journalists had already 
adopted that approach. To put it more 
directly, it was fashionable (this was , 
after all , the age of Radical Chic) to be 
"a critic of the American war." 

Decisive in the case of the Americans , 
who set the tone, was the norma lly 
healthy adversary relationship between 
the U .S. press and the U.S. government. 
American newspapermen have often 
felt, with some justification, that if an 
administration affirmed a controversial 
fact, that fact - if not prima facie false 
- was at the least suspect. 

As the lies of successive administra­
tions regarding Indochina escalated , 
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that conviction became the credo o f the 
press. The psychological process th at 
began with the unfounded optimism o f 
President John F. Kennedy's ebullient 
"New Frontiersmen," who were by and 
large believed, ended with the di sastro us 
last stand of Richard Nixon' s do ur 
palace guard, who were believed by no 
one. 

The reaction again st officia l mendaci­
ty was initially healthy, but la ter became 
distorted, self-serving and self­
perpetuating. A faulty syllogism was un­
consciously accepted : Washingto n was 
lying consistently; Hanoi contradicted 
Washington; therefore Hanoi was telling 
the truth. 

The initial inclination to loo k upon 
Hanoi as a fount of pure truth was in­
telligently fostered by the communists , 
who selectively rewarded "critics o f the 
American war" with visas to North Viet­
nam. A number of influential journalists 
and public figures (ranging from fo rmer 
cabinet officers to film actresses) were 
feted in North Vietnam. They were flat ­
tered not only by the attention and the 
presumed inside information proffered 
by the North Vietnamese, but by their 
access to a land closed to. most 
Americans. The favored few - and the 
aspiring · many - helped establ ish a 
climate in which it was not only fash­
ionable but, somehow, an act of courage 
to follow the critical crowd iq . Saigo n 
and Washington while praising Hanoi. 
The skeptical correspondent risked 
ostracism by his peers and conflicts with 
his editors if he did not run with " th e 
herd of independent minds," if he did 
not support the consensus . 

. The larger reason for the tenacity of 
the consensus went much deeper. It 
welled from a new view of this war, 
which was quite different from the 
press's view of other wars - an d from a 
new messianic approach to the role of 
the press in wartime . The alteration oc­
curred in three stages, beginning with 
World War II, proceeding through th e 
Korean War, and culminating in Viet­
nam. 

World War II was generally con ­
sidered <\ crusade against evil. Allied and 
Soviet atroc1t1es normally went 
unreported, since thei r publication to 
the world would have besmirched the 
anti-Nazi crusade. The bestial aims and 
deeds of the Nazis, reinforced by th e 
bestial deeds of the Japanese , compelled 
correspondents and officials to agree­
ment on the nature of tl')e war and, 
therefore, to substantial agreement on 
the way it was fought. The press might 
criticize tactical errors; it migli t even 
cavil at certain strq.tegic decisions . But it 
was bent neither upon re>Vealing every 
possible error or misstatement made by 
the authorities nor upon questioning 
their fundamental purposes . 

The Korean War was not a universal 
crusade. A few correspondents ques­
tioned the wisdom of committing U .S . 
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troops to the peninsula, while many 
questioned the strategic decisions of 
Gen. Douglas MacArthur (particularly 
his dash to the Yalu, which directly 
challenged the Chinese, whose industrial 
plexus lay in Manchuria just across that 
river). The character and administration 
of President Syngman Rhee of the 
Republic of Korea were often criticized 
by those correspondents whose interest 
extended beyond military hostilities. 
Nonetheless, a limited consensus did ex­
ist. No one - except the Stalinists -
doubted seriously that North Korea had 
attacked South Korea. 

Aside frorn a marked weakness in 
covering internal politics in both the 
South and the North - a weakness that 
presaged a disastrous disability in In­
dochina - Korea was, in my view, the 
best-covered American war of modern 
times. Besides, the conflict was, by and 
large, straightforward and simple to 
understand. 

Indochina was never simple or 
st raight forward, but was arcane even 
before the commitment of U.S. ground 
forces. Afterwards, it became so com­
plex that it was virtually impossible to 
understand it in all its ramifications; 
and, 1 must add, it was absolutely im­
possible to convey those ramifications to 
the public. Today I recall with chagrin 
my rather condescending amusement 
when a television producer argued in the 
mid- 1960s: "We shouldn ' t be in In­
dochina because the American people 
can' t understand the war - and the peo­
ple won't support a war they can't un­
derstand." He was, of course, right 
(even if the American press helped to 
prevent any proper understanding) . 

In any event, Vietnam was covered by 
a press corps that was bitterly dist rustful 
of Washington and harshly antagonistic 
towards Saigon. The press consistently 
magnified the allies' deficiencies - and 
displayed almost saintly tolerance of 
those misdeeds of Hanoi it could neither 
disregard nor deny. 

It is possible that the Vietnam Syn­
drome will recur; it is not unlikely that 
Western foreign policy, with the United 
States as its faltering - or even 
resurgent - leader, will again be forced 
to operate in an environment dominated 
by a hostile press. The personal experi ­
ence of one journalist is not normally 
pertinen! to such a high political ques­
tion . However , I was, as a correspon­
dent and commentator, perforce a par­
ticipant as well as an observer in the 
Vietnam imbroglio from 1955 to 1975 . 
When "the media became the war," 
everyone associated with the media 
became part of the war, however reluc­
tantly. An account of my experience, 
therefore, may illuminate this discussion 
and help the reaper weigh my historical 
assessments. 

From 1955 through 1965 I was op­
posed to U.S . military intervention 
qespite my personal .sympathy for the 
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Indochinese peoples. Having in 1955 
sailed from Haiphong in the north to 
Saigon with several thousand among 
almost a million refugees from the Dem­
ocratic Republic, I was moved by their 
justified fears. Besides, I detested 
Hanoi's Stalinist repression. Neverthe­
less, I felt that Indochina was a strategic 
backwater that should not be transform­
ep into a vital interest by committing 
regular American troops to a disad­
vantageous Asian battlefield . Because of 
my concern with the effect of events in 
Indochina upon developments in China 
and elsewhere in Southeast Asia I did , 
however, feel that the West should not 
turn its back on Indochina, though it 
should avoid entrapment. 

Such reservations made me popular 
with neither official Americans nor with 
those journalists who urged deeper in­
volvement. Many correspondents and 
commentators were enthusiastic about 
the creeping U.S . commitment, while 
the administration of President Kennedy 
reacted strongly to my judgment (in 
Newsweek in late 1961) that Presiden t 
Ngo Dinh Diem could not preserve 
South Vietnam . In December 1962, 
when I was stationed in Europe, a 
Newsweek cover story concluded that 
Diem was doing well and that the Ken­
nedy commitment to Indochina was fun ­
damentally sound. That replay of the 
optimistic Washington view was pub­
lished over my editorial opposition. (I 
was, incidentally, not in Indochina dur­
ing the battles between Diem and the 
dissident Buddhists, or during the suc­
cession of short-lived regimes that 
followed Diem's murder.) 

When I returned early in 1966, mat­
ters were radically altered. The United 
States had in 1965 brought in major 
armed units to prevent the South 's col­
lapse under the North's intensified 
subversion . Despite the U.S. interven­
tion, that col\apse had clearly only been 
forestalled, not averted . Direct involve­
ment had, moreover, made Indochina 
an area of primary strategic interest to 
the United States in the eyes not only o f 
apprehensive allies but of potential 
enemies as well. The United States was 
committed to the enterprise that had 
earlier broken the French will - that is, 
preventing communist conquest of Indo­
china. 

China was already launched upon the 
cataclysmic "Great Proletarian Cultural 
Revolution," a virtual civil war fough t 
to determine whether Maoists or 
moderates would rule the world's most 
populous country. Foreign policy was 
already a major Chinese issue, and the 
collapse of South Vietnam would have 
strengthened the extremists, who ad­
vocated internal suppression and 
China's diplomatic isolation. 

While continuing to urge U.S . 
recognition of the People's Republic, I 
felt that American firmness in Indochina 
had to ·demonstrate to the Maoists that 
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guerrilla warfare could not prevail. 
Otherwise, the People's Republic might 
espouse a wholly Maoist foreign policy, 
that is, dedicate herself to "world-wide 
liberation through people's [guerrilla] 
wars." 

Moreover, Peking had just exploded 
its first "atomic device." The prospect 
of a messianically Maoist China bran­
dishing an increasing nuclear arsenal ap­
peared a threat to the survival of civiliza­
tion. 

If Hanoi were blocked in South Viet­
nam, I contended, the more cautio.us 
moderates would in the long term tri­
umph in Peking, and the threat of a 
holocaust would recede . After all, Mao 
believed (as he told Edgar Snow) that a 
nuclear war would "destroy the world 
. . . but not us." 

China, of course, worked out well. 
Today Peking stands against Soviet ex­
pansionism - in good part because 
what happened in Indochina before 1975 
intensified the Sino-Soviet conflict and 
contributed to the destruction of Mao' s 
strategic doctrine of "the inevitable vic­
tory of people's war." 

But there was, in 1966, no justifica­
tion for even guarded optimism regard­
ing South Vietnam's prospects, and 
there was to be no such basis until 
mid-1968. My first report from Saigon 
after four years of absence described the 
shocking confusion - in both purpose 
and execution - of the already bloated 
American establishment, as well as its 
isolation from the realities of both the 
villages and the ministries of Vietnam. 
But Washington had forced its own 
hand ; South Vietnam, defended by the 
Americans , had become a major piece 
on the international chessboard. The 
United States had, I felt, no choice but 
to remain until the South Vietnamese 
could effectively defend themselves -
or the global balance of power altered 
radically. 

That attitude was not shared by a new 
corps of foreign correspondents who 
were newcomers to Asia, though most 
experienced correspondents agreed. (It 
did improve my relations with American 
officialdom, a boon that made me 
somewhat uneasy.) Having been called a 
"communist sympathizer" for advocat­
ing recognition of "Red China" in the 
early 1950s, I was attacked as a "''jour­
nalistic storm-trooper" for arguing that 
we could not simply disengage from In­
doch ina in the late 1960s . (Reverse Mc­
Carthyism? Perhaps.) 

The main question persists. Why was 
the press - whether in favor of official 
policy at the beginning or vehemently 
against the war at the end - so super­
ficial and so biased? 

Chief among many reasons was, I be­
lieve, the politicization of correspon­
dents by the constantly intensifying 
clamor over Vietnam in Europe and 
America . Amateur (and professional) 
propagandists served both sides of the 
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question , but the champions of Hanoi 
were spectacularly more effective. They 
created an atmosphere of high pressure 
that made it exceedingly difficult to be 
objective. 

Revulsion in Europe and America 
sprang as much from the nature of the 
correspondents' reporting as it did from 
the belligerents' direct manipulation of 
public opinion. Some of my senior col­
leagues had learned wisdom on a hun­
dred battlefields, having covered World 
War II, the Chinese Civil War, the Viet 
Minh campaign against the French and 
the Indonesian revolt against the Dutch . 
I had at least been through Korea, the 
Malayan "Emergency" and the fighting 
between Chinese Nationalists and Chin­
ese Communists for Quemoy. But most 
correspondents had never seen war be­
fore their arrival in Indochina. Many 
confused the beastliness of all war with 
the particular war in Indochina, which 
they unthinkingly concluded was unique 
in human history because it was new to 
them. 

This much must be said: The best of 
their reporting accurately conveyed the 
horror of war - all war. Yet it presented 
the suffering, barbarism and devastation 
as somehow peculiar to Indochina . It 
almost made it appear that other wars 
had been fought by mailed champions 
on fields remote from human habita­
tion, while in Indochina, for the fi rst 
time, ·carnage brutally involved both 
massed military formations and the 
civilian populace. Since a guerrilla war is 
inherently not as destructive as a con­
ventional war, human suffering and 
material devastation had, in reality, been 
markedly greater in Korea than in Viet­
nam - and much, much greater on both 
Asian and European fronts in WWII. 

Because Vietnam did not attract many 
senior correspondents for extended 
tours, at any given time a majority of the 
correspondents were new to the com­
plexities of Indochina. Some could not 
even look after themselves in combat, 
the sine qua non of a successful - and 
surviving - war correspondent. 

Many newcomers were shocked to 
find that American and Vietnamese 
briefing officers did not always tell them 
the truth even about a minor tactical 
situation . Despite their pose of profes­
sional scepticism, in their naivety they 
expected those officers to tell not merely 
the truth, but the whole truth. Far from 
feeling the deep mistrust of officialdom 
they affected, the newcomers were dis­
mayed by the briefing officers' inability 
(or unwillingness) to confide in them 
unreservedly . Older correspondents did 
not expect candor from briefing of­
ficers. They had learned several wars 
earlier that the interests of the press and 
the interests of the military did not nor­
mally coincide. They also knew that the 
briefing officers were themselves often 
uninformed concerned, perhaps 
sometimes excessively, for military 
secrecy - and resentful of correspon-
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dents ' badgering. 
Nevertheless, the candor of U.S. of­

ficers astonished experienced correspon­
dents from other nations. Shortly before 
he was killed in another war, Nicholas 
Tomalin of The Sunday Times reported 
with amazement the reception given 
several British correspondents who ar­
rived unannounced at an American air­
field. Though he obviously wished therp 
a thousand miles away, the U.S . colonel 
in command not only made them wel­
come, but answered all their questions . 
If it had been a British airfield, Tomalin 
observed, the group would not have 
been allowed to land - and if it had 
landed would have been bustled off 
within minutes. No supporter of the 
U.S. endeavor in Indochina, Tomalin 
marveled at the openness with which the 
foolish Americans conducted their wars. 

Senior U.S . officers did, of course, lie 
to make a case or extemporized when 
they did not know the answers . From 
those practices sprang the bitterness that 
corroded relations between the press and 
officialdom. No one likes to be treated 
as a fool even in the best of causes (and 
no one thought Indochina was the best 
of causes). The military were in turn bit­
ter at the unfairness they attributed to 
correspondents. 

Beyond the unremitting drumfire of 
mutual criticism, two matters rankled 
particularly: the "Body Count," which 
for the press notoriously symbolized t'1e 
military's callousness; anc! the unavoid­
ably misleading maps delineating the 
areas under the control of Saigon or the 
Viet Cong. The military said they Fe­
leased estimates of enemy casualties 
after each act ion primarily because cor­
respondents demanded concrete evi­
dence of the progress of a war that was 
not fought along clearly demarcated bat ­
tle lines. The officers contended that the 
maps, which could in no wise accurately 
depict a hazy , fluid situation, were 
prepared at the correspondents ' request. 
Officialdom felt there was too much, 
rather than too little, openness in Viet­
nam. 

Oscillating between excessive candor 
and bald falsification, U.S . public-rela­
tions policies made the press and the 
authorities not merely adversaries, but 
enemies. 

Esoterica like ~ 'enemy intention.s," 
however, did not interest one group of 
correspondents. They were moved 
primarily neither by the horror nor the 
portentousness, but by the thrills of In­
dochina. They were nicknamed "the war 
freaks ," since they were fascinated by 
the atmosphere rather than the 
substance of the war. Cambodia was a 
favorite resort of theirs. It offered a dan­
gerous little war, abundant opium, mari­
juana and heroin, as well as the gracious 
Royale Hotel, French cuisine unspoiled 
by the American incursions that had 
ruined Saigon's restaurants. Reflecting 
the delight of the war freaks, Michael 
Herr wrote in Dispatches that he never 
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went to bed in Saigon not "stoned," 
and added: "Vietnam was our substitute 
for a happy childhood." 

One's first war, the veterans could 
have told him, is usually an extension of 
- if not necessarily a substitute for - a 
happy childhood. 

Official deceit was thus exacerbated 
by incompetent journalism. While com­
plaining about the press, many U.S. of­
ficials, who knew they were fighting a 
"media war," sought to manipulate -
rather than inform - correspondents. 
But they were not skilled at manipula­
tion. While complaining about the gov­
ernment's duplicity, many editors 
assigned correspondents who were not 
qualified to fill a normal foreign post, 
much less to thread the labyrinthine 
complexities of the Indochina War. 
Some editors told their correspondents 
what they wanted, while many corres­
pondents had made up their own minds 
before they arrived "in-country." Only 
a few, I trust, were in the unhappy posi­
tion of the correspondent of an ag­
gressively liberal U.S. FM -radio station 
who, as he confided to me, was to ld: 
"Not every story has to be anti-war." 

Beyond the pressures exerted upon 
them, most correspondents - serving 
six-month to two-year tours - were 
woefully ignorant of the sett ing of the 
conflict. Some strove diligently to 
remedy that crippling deficiency by 
reading widely and interviewing avidly. 
Many lacked the time or the inclination 
to do so - or any real awareness of how 
crippling their ignorance was to them 
professionally. Most, as I have noted, 
knew little about war in general from 
either experience or study - and less 
about the theory or practice of guerrilla 
war. They were untutored not on ly in 
the languages, but also in the history, 
culture, e'thnography and economics of 
Indochina, let alone of China and Asia. 
Since so many were also untroubled by 
acquaintance with Marxist theory or 
practice and were hazy about the in ter­
national balance of power, they were in­
capable of covering effectively a conflict 
involving all those elements. 

Not even the "old hands" were neces­
sarily well qualified to cover the conflict 
- who could have been? - but , consid­
ering our divergent backgrounds and po­
litical convictions, the old hands' gener­
al agreement about the nature of the war 
was remarkable. Most deplored the inef­
fectiveness and the corruption of succes­
sive South Vietnamese governments , but 
judged native (i.e :, Southern) d isaffec­
tion incapable of mounting an a rmed re­
bellion without direction, reinforce­
ment, and weapons from the North . 

Needless to say, even we old hands 
were not always accurate in our report ­
ing or correct in our judgements. Reac­
ting against the spate of negative re­
ports, I myself tended to emphasize the 
positive aspects, sometimes excessively . 
No more than the newcomers were the 
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old hands immune to irritat io n at the 
duplicity of the American establishment , 
though we were not as dependent upon 
press officers. That irritation un­
doubtedly a ffected our reporting ; so did 
smouldering anger (which sometimes 
fl ared into fury) at the Vietnamese, who 
were always difficult , often unavailable , 
regularly evasive and routinely deceitful. 
But the old han ds knew they had to live 
and work with the Vietnamese, and they 
understood th e insecurity that haunted 
Saigon officials. After generations of 
colonial rule and internal conflict, no 
Vietnamese really trus ted an y other Viet­
namese except those within his im­
mediate family (and them neith er in ­
variably nor wholly). The newcomers 
either could not or would not under­
stand what moved the Vietnamese or 
why they so often seemed to be behaving 
so badly. 

The atmosphere in-country was heavi­
ly oppressive, as was our awareness that 
we were writing for a public that had vir­
tuall y prejudged the war. My Lai was 
not reported at the time because the 
military effectively camouflaged that 
at roci ty. Other allied excesses were 
reported , while man y reverse My Lai s 
were not report ed; and Vi et Cong 
atrocities were often discounted . Myth 
fl our ished because of the journalists ' 
bias and the contempt they felt for the 
Vietn amese. 

By innuendo and misstatement th e 
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Army of the Republic of Vietnam was 
reduced in the public eye to a corrupt 
rabble; far, far, less effective than the 
Republic of Korea Army during the 
earlier war. In reality, the AR VN was 
strikingly more effective, but cor­
respondents were friendly to the ROKA 
and antagonistic to the ARYN . 

Despite their own numerous and grave 
faults, the South Vietnamese were, first 
and last, decisively defeated in 
Washington, New York, London and 
Paris . Those media defeats made in­
evitable their subsequent defeat on the 
battlefield. Indochina was not perhaps 
the first major conflict to be won by psy­
chological warfare. But it was probably 
the first to be lost by psychological war­
fare conducted at such great physical 
distance from the actual fields of battle 
- and so far from the peoples whose 
fate was determined by the outcome of 
the conflict. 

When I drafted this article, I had not 
intended to dilate upon the possible con­
sequences in the future of the new role 
of the press in war. Those consequences 
seemed too obvious. Besides, I did not 
wish to arouse contention, but to evoke 
dispassionate consideration . 

I felt, moreover, that I had adequately 
demonstrated that the press acted - and 
could well again act - as a multiplier of 
the prejudices of the Western intelligent­
sia, whose tender conscience moves it to 
condemn the actions of its own side 
while condoning related deeds of ene­
mies who are either "immature" or 
"feel themselves threatened." 

Since the article was written, events 
have denied me the luxury of refraining 
from underlining the obvious. The 
predicament I suggested was likely has 
already become a reality . It is ex­
emplified in El Salvador, about which, I 
must acknowledge, I know nothing di­
rectly, and indirectly no more than any 
other reasonably diligent reader of the 
press. Nonetheless, the recrudescence of 
the Vietnam Syndrome in the media is 
not merely unmistakable, but distress­
ingly blatant. 

"Vietnam" has become not merely an 
invidious comparison, but a magical in­
cantation. The woolly-minded need only 
declare vehemently that El Salvador is 
already - or could become - "another 
Vietnam" for the enterprise to be con­
demned and, probably, blighted. 
Throughout the Western world, com­
mentators and reporters have invoked 
the spectre of Vietnam to arouse detesta­
tion of a Washington initiative. 

That rush of the journalistic lemmings 
includes not only the heavyweights of 
the media, but many cartoonists and, as 
well, humorists like Art Buchwald and 
Russell Baker, whose satire is often 
striking and effective. Prominent among 
the lemmings are television personalities 
like Jon Snow of Britain's ITV, who re­
cently presented one film " report" that 
continually cut from vaguely delineated 
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poli tical and military developments to 
heart-rending scenes in a refugee camp. 
In that and a drum beat of subsequent 
" reports" the conclusion was not im­
plied but hammered home time and 
again: u .s. policy was, presumably by 
direct intention, rendering tens of 
thousands homeless and killing hun­
dreds o f women and children. EI Salva­
dor, the viewer could not but conclude, 
was a deliberate replication of Vietnam . 
And "Vietnam" has become synony­
mous with absolute evil - practiced, of 
course, by the United States. 

The Vietnam Syndrome is compound­
ed of a variety of symptoms, none uni­
que in itself, but unprecedented in com­
bination and devastating in their totali­
ty . Wars have been badly reported in the 
past. Facts have been misstated, and 
their interpretation has been biased. 
Emotions have been deliberately inflam­
ed, and reporters have ridden to fame on 
waves of misrepresentation. 

But never before Vietnam had the col­
lective po licy of the media - no less 
stringent term will serve - sought by 
graphic and unremitting distortion the 
victory of the enemies of the cor­
respondents ' own side. Television 
coverage was, of course, new in its inten­
sity and repetitiveness; it was crucial in 
shifting the emphasis from fact to emo­
tion . And television will play the same 
role in future conflicts - on the Western 
side, of course. It will not and cannot ex­
pose the crimes of an enemy who is too 
shrewd to allow the cameras free play . 

As long as the Vietnam Syndrome af­
flict s the media, it seems to me that it 
will be virtually impossible for the West 
to conduct an effective foreign policy . It 
is apparently irrelevant that the expecta­
tions of paradise after Hanoi's victory 
evoked by " the critics of the American 
war" became the purgatory the In­
dochinese people have suffered . Just as 
many denizens of the antebellum Ameri­
can South did not know that "Damn­
yankee" was really two words, an entire 
generation in Europe and the United 
States behaves as if "the dirty, immoral 
war in Vietnam" were an irrefutable and 
inseparable dogma. 

Merely equate EI Salvador (or any 
other American intervention) to Viet­
nam - and not only the American 
public, but all "liberal" Europeans will 
condemn it without reservation. That is 
all they need to know. 

In its final effect - what has over the 
las t decade been called "the paralysis of 
political will" - it will make it especial­
ly difficult for the United States to 
honor any political commitment 
anywhere in the world where small and 
threatened nations may expect American 
support for their independent existence. 
Before they fall to an aggressor , they will 
have been victimized by the Vietnam 
Syndrome. ~ 
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provided intelligence and money from 
the SDECE. 

The SDECE's practice of maintain­
ing their country's policies with these 
tactics cannot be too pleasing to so· 
cialist Mitterrand, who is trying very 
hard to look like Comrade Francois to 
Third Worlders. His purge of the 
SDECE will leave more than a few 
unemployed, fiercely anti-Marxist 
meres wandering around Africa. 

EDITORIAL 
ERROR ... 

The sentence on page 22 of the Oc­
tober '82 issue of SOF beg inni ng, 
"The American plane had not been 
charged ... " should have read: "The 
American plane had been charged 
fees to land free medical supplies at 
an airport built with American tax 
dollars ." The import of this sentence 
was the irony of the circumstances 
surrounding an inappropriate delivery 
of American aid to Southeast Asian 
communists. SOF apologizes to Brig. 
Gen. Aderholt for dim inishing the ef­
fect of that example in his letter to the 
President and the people of America. 
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YOU TO DO ALMOST ANYTHING WITH A ROPE SHORT OF SERVING 
IT FOR DINNER; HOW TO CONSTRUCT EXPEDIENT WEAPONS AND 
SILENCERS; EMERGENCY NO-NONSENSE COMBAT FIRST AID; 
PATROL TIPS THAT MAKE THE DIFFERENCE ON RAIDS, AMBUSHES, 
ESTABLISHMENT OF CLANDESTINE BASES, COUNTER-AMBUSH 
TECHNIQUES, SEARCH. HANDLING OF POWS; AND MORE!-8Y 
AMERICA'S MOST DECORATED AND COMPLETE SOLDIER-TONY 
HERBERT. AND IT FITS INTO YOUR FATIGUE TROUSER POCKET­
ALL 600 PLUS PAGES. 
. NOTHING LIKE IT HAS EVER BEFORE BEEN AVAILABLE. 

SOME \"llLL OBJECT TO THIS TEXT BUT THE METHODS AND 
TECHNIQUES EXPLAINED HAVE BEEN PASSED ON THROUGH THE 
OFFICES OF THE CIA, DIA, FBI AND TERRORIST ORGANIZATION 
HEADQUARTERS FOR YEARS. A KNOWLEDGE OF SAME CAN ONLY 
ENHANCE YOUR PROFESSIONAL CAPABILITIES AS WELL AS AID 
YOU IN PROTECTING AGAINST THEM. 

THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK ....... $100.00 
The National Educator 

Cloverleaf Books offers you a unique opportunity to obtain a 
limited edition of THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK by 
Anthony B. Herbert, Lt.Col., Ret. , at a price of $100.00 per 
copy. Each book is numbered and will be autographed by 
the author. Numbered copies will be issued in the order in 
which filled out coupons, accompanied by checks, are 
received . 

A quote from former astronaut Wally Schirra: 
" If you are a survivor of an airplane crash , I would hope that 
you would have THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK in your 
survival kit. If you don't plan to survive, take a martini!" 

Los Angeles Herald Examiner, Wednesday, Aug. 'ZT 

The book's already a big hit among old military hands, 
narcotics folk , cops, corporations and individuals with more 
than just a little to protect. And, promises Herbert, the book 
will be updated periodically. Which might prove necessary. 
After all, you never know when another Noble Cause may 
come loping around the ' next corner. D 
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CLOVERLEAF BOOKS 
P.O. BOX 440259 Dept. 7Z 
Aurora, Colorado 80044 
(303) 337 ·0850 

Only nine men In history have won the Osmlnleh (Turkey's 
Medal of Honor) - Eight Turkish soldiers and America's 
Tony Herbert - only one of his many unique 
accomplishments. 

Quaotity I Item I Price ea. Amount 

I Soldier's Handbook I $100.00 

Satisfaction guaranteed 
or return book within 10 
days and we will refund 
your money. 

Total Amount 
Shpg. & Hdlg. 
Total of above 

Check or Money Order Payable to Cloverleaf Books 

Please fill in below 

Address 

2.95 

City State _____ Zip ____ _ 

CHARGE IT! 

• Master Charge • BankAmericar Visa 

~~~~~g~:si I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
1 I I I I 

Master Charge 
Expiration Date Bank No. 
Signature (required if using credit card) 
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Airborne & Ranger 
T-Shirts 

Airborne Shi rts $7 
Ranger Shi rts $7 
Airborne & Rang er 
on same shirt $9 
Gi ve Wings Style: Mas te r, Senior or 
Novi ce. Sizes : S, M, L, XL. Li s t color 
choices. Most colors availabl e. Allow 
4 weeks for de livery. 
The Fifth Apple, Ltd., 1544 2nd 
Avenue, P.O. Box 330, Des Moines, 
Iowa 50302 

THE BEST 
HANDGUN 

INTHE 
WORLD ... 

is worthless if you can't 
grab it when you need it. 

B
IMAGINE ... 
You startle awake. Its pitch 

black at 3AM. There really is 
an intruder in your house. 

WHERE IS YOUR PISTOL? In the hall 
closet or maybe in your dresser drawer -
with a Pistol Pocket " from Sleep Secure 
you'll know your protection is only a 
short reach away. 
·No groping or fumbling 
·Heavy duty washab le fabric const ru ction 
·Velcro closu res 
· Inserts between matt ress and boxspring 
· Pisto l hidden when bed made 

$12 95 PLUS $1 00 
• SHIPPING 

(Patent Pending) 

When ordering, please state reg ular 
(up to 8" OA) or magn um (over 8" OA) 

Dea ler inquiries invited 
Mail to : Sleep Secure 

PO. Box 2566 Ra leigh, NC 27602 
N.C. Residents add sales tax 

Finally available!\ GENUINE GI 
~Jungle Hats ····-··-·---...................... .... - Ii 

Genuine Government lssue " Boonie ' ' H.a""ts~·~~' 
The real thing.brand new .complete . 
w1111 brass sc reened eyelets. , ·· .. ·· 
nylon cart11dge holder. ha! band ·. : 
and chin strap Choose between- --=·, '::i::···>-,~·~i~~~1:J 

Leaf P1ttem c1m1KJftage, GI rip­
stop, I OO°lo coflon as used in Viet The lollowing 1ungle hats are our 
nam: Genuine Gl $1 4 00/each tmest Quality comme1c1ally made 

Woodland Pattern camo, army's copies a! S6 50/each Select 
latn l iuue: 50% coi ton/50% Lui Camoulbge Pattern 
nylon. Genu ine GI $12 25/each Tiger Stripe Camoulbge Pattern 

Desert Tan umouttlif!, iusl Ohe Drab Green (00) 
issued to lhe U S Rapid Deploy D~ser1. Tan 
mem Forces 50% conon/50% Specrty size : 
nylon. Genuine GI $1 4 00/each S (7): M (7'h ); L (7 'h ): XL (7l/1). 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED Orders Shipped With in 24 Hours 
O Add Shipping - $1 .50 for l1r s1 item. $ 75. per item therealter Cl) 
:zi OCamoullage Collection catalog featuring cloth. netting . ex: · 
C clothing . bags. jackets and much more - $1 .00/each . ::::> 
m KAUFMAN 'S WEST ARMY-NAVY GOODS o 
-j)>-Oeot . A-312 504 YALE SE. ALBUQUERQUE . NM 87106 ~ 

0LL FREE 1-800-545-0933 - CALL 211. 
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Buy a bullet , zap a Russian invader. 
All donations to the Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund and the Nicaraguan 
Freedom Fighters Relief Fund can be 
sent to P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. 

MARXISTS 
IN TROUBLE . .. 

The Mozambique government 
called for mobilization of the popula­
tion , city militia volunteers and a 
return to arms of former FRELIMO 
(Liberation Front of Mozambique) 
guerrillas in the heaviest fighting yet 
against the South African-backed Mo­
zambique National Resistance (MNR). 
MNR troops raided mines and other 
installations in-country, and control 
parts of a major road into Zimbabwe. 
Mozambique was also shaken by the 
defect ion of a key white security of­
ficial to South Africa, as well as a 
number of defections of diplomats 
posted abroad . 

RAPIER 
ACID TEST ... 

"The efficiency is awesome," said 
a top British official, speaking of the 
performance of British Aerospace's 
Rapier SAM in the Falklands war. 
Rapiers were in operation within 30 
minutes of delivery from ships at San 
Carlos beachhead. In the first sal­
voes , a 30-percent kill -rate was 
achieved (three out of 10 missiles 
fired hit and destroyed their targets). 
But the kill-rate quickly rose and 
stabilized at 80 percent for the re­
mainder of the Rapier's deployment 
in the conflict. 

CHILOQUIN FOLLOWS 
KENNESAW'S EXAMPLE . .. 

Chiloquin , Ore., has followed the 
example of Kennesaw, Ga., in passing 
an ordinance requiring the head of a 
household to own a handgun. Like the 
Kennesaw law, it exempts people 
who hold religious or philosophical 
objections about such a form of self­
defense. Chiloquin Recorder-Treas­
urer Francis Winter said the com· 
munity had no intention of trying to 
enforce the ordinance. "It's just a 
statement, " she said, "that we want 
the country to know we are for the 
personal right for people to keep and 
bear arms."~ 

FREE 
AFGHANISTAN 

FLAK 

Continued from page 6 

There are gradations o f tyrann y. The 
Guardia ac ted in excess and paid dearly, 
as did U.S. interests. Simply put , pro­
American Caligulas are clear liabili­
ties . . . . 

Furth ermore, thi s article proves SOF is 
mature enough to dispense di ffer ing opi n­
ions from dedicated pro fessionals . . . . 
Wise readers will realize the val ue o f his 
ideas; reactionary robot s will be offended. 

Dave T . Hurst · 
Hawthorne , California 

I RA 
AND FREEDOM . .. 

Sirs: 
I find it strange that my letter has been 

ignored by the FLAK section. When you 
come out with an article on the troubles in 
Northern Ireland ("On No r th ern 
Ireland's Front Line," SOF, August '81), 
I felt that something should be said . I 
thought, however, I should wait fo r the 
letters to start - I was also given a copy in 
March - and, boy, was I surprised . 

You print a letter a from a 15-year-old 
against the U.D.R., and then an adult 
soldier (David Walker) answers it. Fine . I, 
in turn, answer his letter from a more edu­
cated and adult viewpoint (also from first­
hand experience in Belfast) and have not 
seen it since . This, to me, is prejudice 
against the Irish Nationalists. We are here 
and cannot be ignored. 

The IRA is not Soviet-backed . The So­
viets even went as far as to denounce the 
Provisional IRA, claiming it was commit­
ting "inhuman acts of violence." The 
body of the IRA split in 1969 because the 
"Officials" (non-militarist Marxist , now 
called the Workers' Party) was and is 
backed by the. communists . 

You talk of freedom fighters , but you 
ignore Ireland's 800-year struggle with the 
oppressive British. They are not nor ever 
will be welcome in our land. Simple rea­
sons: We want self-determination; we do 
not want to be ruled from Britain . 

The media get their news from the Brit­
tish foreign press offices, and will hear 
nothing of the plastic and rubber " baton 
rounds" that killed our women and chil­
dren . The American public does not hear 
of the Diplock Courts (no jury or 
witnesses for the defense) and the pathetic 
housing in the Nationalist ghetto , yet you 
tell us of Afghan and Nicaraguan freedom 
fighters . 

The "inhuman acts of violence" that 
the Russians are so down on are not any 
different than that of any other war situa­
tion. If people wish to say the Provisionals 
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are backed by the communists, then they 
may as well mention the arms from Amer­
ica , Britain (yes, I said Britain), Palestin­
ians - the list goes on. When a small ar­
my asks for help, it does not care where it 
t-l:"lmes from, and they did come to Ameri­
ca first. It also does not have to embrace 
the assistant's politics. 

You do a good magazine, but if you 
can't be fair to both factions in this war, 
then do not write of either one. Perioq. 

Jennifer L. Sutherland 
Costa Mesa, California 

I RA 
REVISITED .. . 

Sirs: 
As of this writing two bombs have ex­

ploded in London, killing and maiming. 
No one had to wait for the IRA to claim 
these acts as their "victory." The sound 
of cowardice boomed and echoed through 
a city that has bravely endured and out~ 
lived many attackers. 

These atrocities, like most IRA terrorist 
activities , are funded by citizens of the 
United States. Through so-called "free­
dom funds," the IRA has collected mil­
lions of U.S. dollars to purcha·se arms and 
explosives to commit acts of terrorism. 

I feel that anyone donating money to 
such a cause is either very stupid; or has 
no regard for human life . American 
rrioney Will not buy freedom when given 
to bombers and back-shooters: It can only 
buy more needless deaths. 

I urge my fellow SOF readers, Ameri­
can and foreign, not to donate money to 
the caµse of terroFism i"n the British Isles . 

Bret D. Rivers 
Terre Haute, Indiana 

SON OF BULLET 
BATTLE ... 

Sirs: 
Thank you for the latest controversy on 

5.56 vs. 7.62 ("Make Mine Ml4," SOF, 
July '82) . It's bound to generate more 
heat than light ... . Weapons and ammu­
nition must be purchased in mass quanti­
ties, maintained to a certain minimum and 
used by many persons with a wide varia­
tion in brains. Hence, no weapon can be 
adequate for all things at all times . . .. If 
anybody says he has come up with the 
perfect combination of rifle and cartridge 
he is an idealist, an optimist and, pro­
bably, a liar. 

James Compton 
Co B Chemical Sehl. Bn. 
Ft. McClellan, Alabama 

Hackathorn 's idea of a "Magnum AK" 
version of the 7 .62mm NA TO round is a 
nightmare. Pity the poor supply clerk who 
has to order M60 7.62 arid RDF XM14 
ammo. Kokalis' assertion that the 5.56 is 
okay out to 300m may be true - if there is 
no wind. When I was stationed in 
Arizona, one could forget anything 
beyond 300m, no matter how far one 
could see . . . . Give the Army the new 
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AHEAD OF THE PACK 
Read For.Your Eyes Only! 
Every o ther week you "ll get you r own 
Inte lli gence Summary of cu rrent world 
military aff a irs. N ew developments in 
arm s sa les. weapons systems, peop le 
and t rends to wa tch . 

EARLY ANO A CCURATE 
FOR THOSE WHO NEED TO KNOW. 

FOR THOSE WHO WILL ST A Y AHEAD. 

6 issue sample subscrip tion ............ $10.00 
1 year regular subscription ............... $35.00 

Steve Cole's 

FOR YOUR EYES ONL YI 
Box 3012-S, Amarillo, Texas 79106 

GUN 
PARTS 

18. TH 
·.· EDITION 

· Catalog 

The most 
comprehensive 

guide of its type! 

Some guys seem to toke their 
M 19-A a little too serious · but 
with specs like a 3,000 BB per 
minute rote with on effective 
range· of over 50 yards , con you 
blame them? It 's rugged, reliable , 
and runs off compressed air or 
standard l pound cons of Freon 
12. What could be better! A 
smaller pistol version? Well we 
hove that too (The M- 19-AMP) . Get 
in on the auto action · get your 
M· 19-A today! 

$39.00 each or 
both for $75.00 

OFFE R VO ID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. 
f l. RESIDENTS AD D 4% SALES TAX 

MEN-WOMEN! 

Be a SECURITY 
SPECIALIST 

l' rotl'L't Hu lll l'S & B us11h:~SL':. 
Aga inst Crnnma l~. VanJab. 
Rip-Ott Ar11~ t s~ 

Learn at Home, Span·-Timc. 
F1.:w lu:IJ~ ottl.·r ~ul.'h unhm­
ltl'J opp11rtu n 1t)' ! Stal\.' rind 
Cit)' 1wlu.:L' l nrt:L'~ L'mplt1}' th1Ht!><:l!l d s ot po li t:\.' offtr.:l'rs and 
p l :11n-cloth1.·~ d i.:tl'L'll Vl.'!'>. l'nV<llt: comp:rn11.:~ h1n.: '>l.'.Cllflt)' 
po l1n_·-.arml'J gu:1nh. :md pnvoHL' SL' lltrlt.:!>-lll homk~. lkp:trt · 

11l l'llt ~um.::-., h11u~1ng JL'VL'i11prn l'nt~. ~h,1pp1ng l.'.L' ll tl'r~. oftu.:t.: 
building~. Expl'rt!:> show )'ll ll h11\\' t1, d":tL'L' t, arrt.:~t th l L'VL'~ , 
shoplt ltL' rs. LL'arn cnmmal pS}'Cholo~y . unth:rcover :md prowl 
c;ir surwil /:1ncl', SL'l! ddrnsc, handgun qualifi ca tion, fcdt.:ral, 
s t ~llt.: law!'.>. No prL·v11 11 1~ L'Xpt.:n cncl.' requi red. ft)"°' 

Send for FREE FACTS z, .r, ' 

r POLICE-SOENCES iNs'T1T'u"TE. o:;~Ai" Q:.,;t. 
I 4401 Birch Street. Newport Beach. CA 92660 ;~f~unsr I 
I K.u~h ITL'l' l:Kt:-. nn how I i.:;rn lt.:am at home to be a I 
I Sl.·n1rny Spl'l:1<1li~t . No 11hlig~1t 1on . 111 salt.:sman will call. I 
I Name Age ___ I 
I AJ<l rcss I 
~-C_!.;Y~',!'o;:_z,!!: ________________ ~ 

SEND TO: 

world's largest 
SUPPiier 01 
gun parts. 

NUMRICH ARMS, the world's 
largest supplie r of gun parts 
offers new Catalog No. 10 
covering a 150 million parts 
inventory wit h information 
never before in print. 

U.S. PRICE $2.95 

FOREIGN $3.95 

LARC INT., P.O . BOX 460, MAITLAND, FL 32751 
[305] 339-6699 

THIS MUST BE SIGNED. 
I AFFIRM THAT I AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER, 

SIGNED 

SEND ME:OM19-A DM19-AMP 

PRINT OR TYPE THE FOLLOWING: 

NAME 

STREET--------------

CITY, STATE -------------

ZIP ____ _ 
SOF·12 

" 
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Ml6, which would be compatible with the 
new NATO ammunition. Then rename 
the damned thing. The Ml6 has had so 
much bad press that the name itself in­
spires mistrust . 

I realize I don' t have the qualifications 
of Kokalis or Hackathorn, but if people 
like me didn't buy gun magazines, there 
wouldn't be any gun writers. 

Michael Lindsay 
Aston, Pennsylvania 

Mr. Hackathorn, if you and I were ever 
to meet in a fi re fight, I would win. You 
would wind up dead. The rifle, regardless 
of what else it may be, is a weapon of last 
resort. Once you register your position 
with the 7 .62, my team leaders will report 
yo ur location to me - assuming I have 
not already located it. I'll not risk my 
squad; I 'll just call for fire from my 8lmm 
mortars, fix your position and then sweep 
it clean . 

SSG Jim Pool 
Formerly of lOlst Airborne 
Republic of Vietnam 

When you shoot a dude a few times and 
he don't go down, two things happen: 
Number one, you have dreams about it 
every time you drink too much and num­
ber two , you go to full auto always, and 
there goes your ammo, your accuracy and 
your ass if you get caught with an empty 

SPECIAL ON RARE LIMITED EDITION!! 

LIONS OF FLANDERS by R. Landwehr, 
clothback, 84 rare pictures, 19 illust . 4 maps, 
1st ed. ser.nr./autog. $14.95 + $1 p&h. 
Special offer when mentioning this ad: $13.95 
post free. This is the first English-language 
account of the Flemish Waffen-SS on the 
Eastern Front. NARVA 1944 by Landwehr, 
clothback, 184 pgs, illus. 1st ed. $6.95. First 
English-language account of the Narva battle 
on the Eastern Front. SIEGRUNEN only 
English-language journal on the Waffen-SS . 
Sample copy of this unique publication: $10. 
Send a stamped self-addressed envelope for a 
free book list on WWII and the Third Reich. 
Bibliophile Legion Books Inc., Box 612, 
Book Dept. Silver Spring Md. 20901-0612 
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gun (which you will have most of the time 
on full automatic) . ... But if you want to 
quote Newton, do your own figgering in­
stead of cribbing off the class clown. Me 
and Newt is using .30 cal. 

B.J . Hall 
Sgt., 1st Pit, E Co, 
2nd Bn, 5th Rgt., 
1st Marine Div. 

If Kokalis really believes in the aptitude 
of small-arms technologists, it is likely he 
would race to embrace the experts from 
Ford Motor Company who gave us the 
Edsel and the fiery Pinto, to say nothing 
of GM's best, the flipping Corvair. 

Dick Thomas 
Columbia, Missouri 

Thank you for printing Peter G. Kokal­
is' opposing view when and where you 
did. The Editor's Note by Bill Guthrie was 
a well-written, factual piece showing the 
line of thought that led to the adoption of 
the 5.56mm cartridge. I appreciated them 
immensely. 

As for Hackathorn and his buddy Mil­
ler: Neat guys! · You got your pictures in 
SOF, now, get out, you bean-h.eads. Peo­
ple like them are responsible for the image 
of deranged, phallic-obsessed "sports­
men" romping through the woods, 
shooting their guns. Let the pros take care 
of weapons procurement, and let the 
writers take care of sport shooting in a 
responsible manner without t):le "neato" 
cammies and wet-dream weapons. 

Brian A. Wright 
Ft. Belvoir, Virginia 

Your editorial in the July '82 issue 
raises again the continual debate between 
the advantages and disadvantages of the 
5.56 and 7.62mm rounds. Both sides have 
good reason for supporting their respec­
tive choices. However, the editorial con­
tent of SOF, I believe, should be biased 
toward the individual fighting man, rather 
than the military in general. Your state­
ment that a wounded man requires expen­
sive transport, drugs, facilities and 
medical personnel is certainiy true. But a 

. wounded man can also tie deadly. He can 
still wound or kill our men . If he can do 
so, then he can tax our men and materiel 
to care for our wounded . In addition, the 
United States has not won a war since we 
adopted the 5.56 cartridge, so in this case, 
Newton and money have accomplished 
nothing. 

John Michael Berardis, M.D. 
New York, New York · 

I'm no ballistics expert, but I do have a 
lot of practical experience. Frankly, I 
think the whole idea of automatic fire is a 
crock . . . . An old Marine Raider once 
told me (and they used to carry "grease 
guns") that no matter where you are, 
there is always more air than meat. 

James C. Burnham 
Formerly Cpl., A Co, 3rd Recon, 
U .S.M.C. ~~ 

f ~ 
COLONIAL 

SWORD 
CANES 

... as British as gin 

I' and tonic . . . as J 
' I

~ oriental as the 
c111rvlngs that decor· 

" ~ ate the sheath and l 
.~ handle. No colonial 
' gentleman would 

have walked · the 
streets of Slnga· 
pore or Mandalay without 
his sword cane! The 
craftsmen· who made 
these are a~out all gone. 
These are real collectors 
lterris, · carved from fa· 
mous shlsham wood, 
have stylized lion's head 
as top decoration. You 
can u~e thess as sturdy 
walking sticks. Sword Is 

. good quallty ste~I. Before 
) . long you · may not be able 

-~ to get these at all. A great 
y buy white they last ·at 

$24.95, we pay postage. 
Order by mail from: 

UNITED SAFETY SUPPLY 
Caller Box 310, Dept. 1282 
Kansas City, Mo 64141 

_ ______ _ _ Zip ___ _ 
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CLASSIFIED 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - $1 .00 per word per lnser· 
tlon - $20.00 minimum. Personals 50~ per word -
$10.00 minimum. Copy must be accompanied by remit· 
lance. Insertion will not be made without payment. In· 
elude name and address In counting number of words. 
FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, Colo· 
rado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviations such as 
A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hyphen· 
ated words and telephone numbers are counted as two 
words . Please type or print all ads. We do not furnish 
proofs. All ads MUST be received by the 15th of the 
fourth month preceding cover date. Advertisers offering 
information packets tor a tee MUST send a sample of 
packet. We reserve the right to delete or change any 
copy which we determine to be objectionable. Mall to 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE Classified, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE AD· 
VISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE DOES NOT HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVERTISE· 
MENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY READER 
HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR SERVICES OF· 
FERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVERTISER, HE SHOULD 
SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS NEAREST POSTAL IN· 
SPECTOR. 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intelligence newsletter on 
terrorism, communist subversion, mercenaries. $12.00 
year, $15.00 overseas. Sample $2.00. 540 Charles St., 
Aurora, IL 60506. (66) 

FOR SALE. Genuine Uni ted States armed lorces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment , packs, boots, survival 
gear, first aid packets, etc . Send $1.00 for our latest 
catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr., P.O. Box 1062, Oak 
Park, IL 60304. (66) 

MILITARY MEDALS and decorations bought/sold/trad­
ed . Current list 50¢; subscription 1 year $4 .50. VERNON, 
Box 387SF, Baldwin , NY 11510. (69) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price l ist , send $1.00 to ACE 
FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221 , Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (68) 

VIETNAM CATALOG (With free " Vietnam Photos " ) 
$2.00. WWI I catalog $2.00. WAR SHOP, Rt.1 , Box 154, 
Millord , DE 19963. (63) 

SS AND GERMAN MILITARIA: World's biggest catalog, 
including 2 large posters , $2.00 (Refundable). KRUPPER, 
Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (70) 

WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmets, everything! Il lustrated catalog $10 bill 
(refundable). DISCO, Box 331-X, Cedarburg , WI 53012. 
(70) 

GERMAN WWII GUN PARTS! Mostly pre·1945 parts and 
accessories for military , personal weapons. Catalogue 
$5.00. WAFFENFABRIK, Box 293, Isanti , MN 55040. (63) 

TATIOOING SUPPLIES: World's finest ta ttooi ng equip­
ment. Over twenty years of reliability . Designs, inks, 
needles, machines, tattoo books, everything for the Tat· 
tooist. Buy where the prolessionals buy. 76 page color 
catalog $3.00. SPAULDING & ROGERS MFG., Dept. SF, 
Voorheesville, NY 12186. (67) 

INTELLIGENCE Monthly Intell igence Report and 
Special Reports lor Professionals. We cover the world. 
$36.00 per year. A. PAUL, 70 Shadow Lane, Orchard Park, 
NY 14127. (66) 

FREE JAPANE~E WWII RELIC .. . Weapons , uniforms, 
German and Japanese relics , swords , pistols! Illustrated 
catalogue $5.00. BONUS - Free Japanese WWII reli c 
with catalogue! RELICS, Box 361·0, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (63) 

AFRICAN READERS, Attention' Wanted by collector: 
RPO bel ts and parts; AK-47 magazines; loreign elite and 
paratroop insignia and badges; orig inal foreign cammies 
and web gear - any quantities; will buy or trade for what 
you need. Peter Kokal is, 5749 North 41st Place, Phoenix, 
AZ 85018. (TO) 

IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVER· 
SATIONS? Telephone eavesdropp ing indicator $100.00, 
pocket bug detector $45.00, automatic phone recorder 
$125.00. FM Telephone wireless tran smi tt er $100.00, 
long-range wireless mikes $45.00 to $150.00, bumper 
beeper set $600.00, sound activated recorder $150.00, 
special listening devices lrom $50.00, automat ic 
recorder switches $40.00, new 1982 catalog $2.00. 
WYNN ENG INEERING COMPANY, 4327 Aspeng len 
Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 859-0531. (67) 
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Cl - rt:-- -
DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI - Commando black or stain­
less steel. Free brochure. Send stamped envelope. 
KAUFMAN 'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept A·812, 504 Yale 
SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

MILITARY EXCHANGE NEWSPAPER: Countless ads 
monthly. Buy, sell anything military, survival. Feature ar­
ticle, Show Calender. $7.50-year, $14.00-2 yrs. , U.S.; 
$10-yr., Canada; $24-yr. , Foreign . MX, POB 3, Dept. SF, 
Torrington , CT 06790. (62) 

SPECIAL FORCES, AIRBORNE RANGER, Marine Recon , 
Air Cavalry, Pararescue, + more original designs on 
t-shirts , sweatshirt s, shorts. Free brochure, send long 
stamped envelope. KAUFMAN 'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, 
Dept. A-712, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque , NM 87106. 

FOURTEEN INCH 20-GAUGE SHOTGUN! Stain less 
steel, lires any stock round. Laboratory tested in 
cooperat ion with State Police. Demon strated for 
Military. One basic receiver has interchangeable ballis­
tically untraceable pistol barrel , fires incendiary devices 
and converts to shotgun. En tire weapon system manu­
lactured on lathe. Unbelievably concealable. Fantastic 
backup weapon . For pictures and ordering information 
send $1 .00 to D.0.A. , P.O. Box 369, Farmingdale, NJ 
07727. (62) 

LUGERS FOR SALE! Various Lugers from early 1900s 
through WWII. BONUS - Special listings of Walther 
P·38s, Nambus. Catalog , $5. LUGERS, Box 21·0 , Grandy, 
MN 55029. (62) 

SPECIAL SERVICES: Mercenary, armed courier, execu­
tive bodyguards, salvage operations, commando raids, 
any high risk mission possible. Professionals ready to 
serve you . Contact : PAINTER, 211 4 Alton Avenue, Rock­
ford , IL 61109. (63) 

U.S. ARMY WOODLAND CAMOUFLAGE SUITS, new 
issue, sizes small -Xlarge. $39.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. Mastercard & VISA accepted! 

EMBLEMS CUSTOM EMBROIDERED, your design, mini· 
mum ten , SF EMBROIDERY CORPORATION , 1929 East 
52nd , Indianapolis, IN 46205, call collect (317) 257-1424. 
(62) 

GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS M-1943 Style Wehr­
macht overseas hat. Only $12.95. Catalogue of pre-1945 
re lics $5.00. RELICS, Box 54-D, Braham, MN 55006. (63) 

U.S. CAMOUFLAGE HANDKERCHIEFS/ Bandannas, 
$2.50; 3 for $6.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 

MERC FOR HIRE. Anything , anywhere. Price is right. Ten 
years military, 'Nam 66-67 & 70-71 . Expert small arms, 
light weapons, demo, ambush , military intelligence. 
Contact : BOB, P.O. Box 6067, Augusta, GA 30906. (62) 

SURVIVAL FOOD-MOUNTAIN HOUSE. Deluxe Survival 
Pack contains enough regular freeze-dried and other 
foods to o ffer breakfast, lunch and dinners for one per­
son for 14 days. Food is packed in foil pouches and over­
wrapped wi th heavy plastic. Gross weigh t - 16 lbs . -
sh ipped freight coll ect - $106. Send $2 for sample en­
tree pouch and catalog . MOUNTAIN HOUSE OF SAN 
DIEGO, Box C, 1771 Graves Avenue, El Cajon , CA 92020. 
(TO) 

COVERT INTELLIGENCE - For the clever man of ac­
tion . Samples $2.00, $13.00/year - $17.00 overseas. 
HORIZONE, Box 67, St. Charles, MO 63301 , U.S.A. (63) 

RAY-BAN SUNGLASSES - 25% OFF LIST PRICE. Also, 
USAF/NASA pilot sunglasses. All genuine!! Toll Free 
ordering and immediate sh ipment. Send long self­
addressed stamped envelope for free brochure. KAU F­
MAN'S ARMY AND NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-912, 504 Yale 
S.E. , Albuquerque , NM 87106. 

DEADLIEST FIGHTING SYSTEM! The feared and formi­
dable Chinese Black Cobra style of oriental combat. A 
killing and mutilating art with advanced dynamic medita­
tions to develop the unstoppable mental state and 
powers. Fully illust rated $9.95 + 1.00 p/h. Check or 
money order to: GREEN DRAGON SOCIETY, Dept. SF, 
6810 North Sheridan, Chicago, IL 60626. (63) 

GI CAMOUFLAGE CLOTH. Genuine. Manufactured for 
military combat clothing . Free swatches, pricelist. Send 
stamped envelope. KAUFMAN 'S ARMY NAVY GOODS; 
Dept. A612, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

TROUBLESHOOTER - Unusual assignments a spec ial­
ty. Small arms, electronics, computer, communications, 
photo expert. Aircraft/marine pilot . Available for covert 
intelligence, recovery , courier operations. Skilled , re· 
liable, completely confidentia l. TASK, P.O. Box 131 , Au­
burn , WA 98002. (65) 

.. ~--
PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple, step by step inst ruc­
tions to make powerful plast ic explosives from common 
ingredients. Send money order $10.00 to: FREEDOM 
ARM S, Box 7072 HSJ , Springfield, MO 65801 . (64) 

WANTED - PATRIOTIC CITIZENS who see or sense the 
dangerous days ahead for our nation and desire to be 
prepared and put in touch with others o f like mind and 
belief. Write - SURVIVAL BUREAU, Box 48F, Clay City, 
IL 62824. (62) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, regulations all states and Federal 
Gun Laws both $4.00. Police Catalog $2.00. SCHLES­
SINGER, P.O. Box 5127, New York, NY 10150. 

ALASKA HOMESTEADS $1.25 ACRE! Canadian Land 
$1 .00 Acre ' Repossessed Homes $1 .00 plus Repairs! 
Each Report $3.00 al l $5.00. HOMESTEAD, P.O. Box 
5741 -SOF, Yuma, AZ 85364. (63) 

REGULATION INSIGNIA - all military branches + 
police. All genuine. Over 1000 items inc lud ing rank, 
wings, badges , miniatu re medals, NASA patches. Cata­
log $2.00; add $1 .00 if 1st class mai ling desired. KAUF­
MAN 'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept A-512, 504 Yale, SE, 
Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low as 
$5 a month. Not a box number but your own address and 
suite number. Also available - phone number, remail · 
ing , mail forwarding and more. All Confidential. For in­
formation enclose a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 
3341 W. Peoria, Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (63) 

EVERYTHING FOR MAKING FIREWORKS! $2.00 for 
catalog of chemicals, fuse , and casings . WESTECH 
CORPORATION, Box 593, Logan , UT 84321 . (64) 

SILENCERS - Complete instructions to bu i ld you r own 
from materials obtainable at any hardware store. $3.00. 
WORLD PUBLISHING, P.O. Box 25953, Raleigh , NC 
27611. No checks , please. 

DIVORCE DIRTY TRICKS. Fight smart! Win custody, 
property you want. Sharpest tactics. New 228-page book 
$14.95. Guaranteed. Details 25¢, EDEN, Box 8410-DD, 
Fountain Valley , CA 92708. (64) 

TIMBERWOLF/GERMAN SHEPHERD HYBREDS - Ulti­
mate Manstopper. Bred for superior strength and stabi l­
ity. Loyal - Intelligent - Protect ive. Perfect for home, 
travel or retreat. Solid blacks available. LRRP, INC., Box 
507, Leesvil le, SC 29070. (803) 649-5936. 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $2.00 for i l lustrated police cala· 
log. BPEC, Dept. SF1281, 17122 Bellflower Blvd., Bell· 
flower, CA 90706. (63) 

FREE GERMAN RELIC - Free original German WWII 
relic! When ordering catalog o f pre-1945 German flags, 
uniforms, daggers, weapons. New finds! Illustrated cata­
log, $5. MILITARIA, Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 55029. (62) 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG - $1 .00. Jack­
ets, pants , cloth , caps , berets , insignia, more. Genuine 
GI. KAU FMAN 'S ARMY NAVY GOODS, Dept. A-212, 504 
Yale SE, Albuquerque , NM 87106. 

COMMANDO CROSSBOW - The ultimate si lent and ac· 
curate killer. For Commando, S.W.A.T., or survival 
poach ing. For catalog send $2.00. Dealer inqu iries in­
vited . R.W. DISTRIBUTING, Box 1817, Des Plaines, IL 
60018. 

PRIVACY - CONFIDENTIAL MAIL Forwarding/Receiv­
ing. Code name fine, street address, phone available , 
SASE. ORLAN DO MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF, Orlando, 
FL 32860. (70) 

GERMAN SILVER BULLION! Hoard of silver bul lion 
bars, bearing infamous German WWII style eagle em­
blem. Investment items! Only $12.95, Three for $35. SIL­
VER INVESTORS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 55008. (63) 

ANTI-BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters 
fast! Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging 
device, checks rooms, autos , phones , people. $45.00 
complete, ready to use. WYNN ENGINEERING COM­
PANY, 4327 Aspenglen Drive, Houston, TX 77084 (713) 
859-0531 . Catalog of re lated devices , $2.00. (67) 

.223 AMMO reloaded to military specificat ions - clean 
- high quality . $75/500; $145/1000. Cashiers Check or 
Money Order. Prepaid to original 48 states. Federal 
Firearms License required. Large quantity on hand for 
immediate delivery . GARVEY'S ENTERPRISE, 2301 
Westridge, Plano, TX 75075. (66) 

NEW UPDATED CATALOG of unusual books on automa­
tic firearms, weaponry, home workshop guns, creative 
revenge , survival plus much more! $1.00. PALADIN 
PRESS, Box 1307-SFX, Boulder, CO 80306. (66) 
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MERC FOR HIRE: 43, anything, anywhere, work alone, 
short term only. Bounty Hunting. Will take commission 
job. JIM, P.O. Box 413, Fair Oaks, CA 95628. (65) 

TOP SECRET REGISTRY Government Radio Frequen­
cies! Big new edit ion reveals 50,000 scanner channels: 
FBI, Secret Service, Border, Immigration, CIA, DEA, 
Customs, AFT, Treasury, military, more! $9.95 ( + $1 First 
Class Mailing). Free information. CRB RESEARCH, Box 
56-SF, Commack, NY 11725. (62) 

GUN FOR HIRE - X-ranger & mercenary - professional 
investigator - high risk contracts. Contact: Stringer, 
Box 19, Ascutney, VT 05030. (62) 

THIS IS OUR BEST CATALOG EVER! Special Weapons, 
Security Devices, Storage Foods, etc. Write for your free 
copy. TSS, P.O. Box 523, Washington, MO 63090. (64) 

TRACE MISSING PERSONS. Big Money, Adventure , 
Learn How. P.O. Box 1132H3, Doylestown, PA 18901. (62) 

SILENCERS. Illust rated instructions for building three 
different types, Including a disposable model. $5.00, no 
checks. POLARIS, Box 50118, Chicago, IL 60650. 

NOTICE. We are now offering group and individual 
psycholog ical profile testing. Know who is going to 
crack and who Isn't. A MUST for any serious operation, 
group, or individual. Any chain is only as strong as its 
weakest link. PSCHOLOGICAL RESEARCH , Box 248A, 
Hami lton, MT 59840. (406) 961-3183. (62) 

RARE WWII FILMS ON VIDEOCASSETTES. German 
newsreels and features: Allied documentaries; Korea, 
Vietnam, and contemporary Soviet Army films. Repro­
duced from original source materials. Luftwaffe, Allied , 
and contemporary Soviet aviation films. Send $1 for ii· 
lustrated catalog. INTERNATIONAL HISTORIC FILMS, 
Box 29035, Chicago, IL 60629. (64) 

PRIVATE INVESTIGATION home study course. Get 
started in a high paying career. Free Information. Write 
CENTRAL INVESTIGATION, Box 1894A, Provo, UT 
84603. (62) 

NEW! Recorded Live From Huey Gunships Rescue of 
Special Forces Under Fire ! Long edition about two 
hours of action on cassette tapes. $10.00. R.J.R., Box 
144, Pinehurst , TX 77362. 

SNOOPIN' AND POOPIN ' Ambush Victor Charlie in the 
Delta. Snatch NVA Cadre in the Highlands. Neutralize 
the VC infrastructure in a ville. Be a LRRP, SEAL, or SOG 
Recon operating in Vietnam. RECONDO, the role playing 
game of the Vietnam War, with rules for post-Vietnam 
mercenary operations. $10. RPG, INC., Box 485, Lincoln , 
AR 727 44. (65) 

LOCKSMITHING, General & Automotive. UNLIMITED IN· 
FORMATION - $2.00 (unconditionally refundable if un­
satisfied). L.A.N .D.l.S., 625 Post Street, #1048F, San 
Francisco, CA 94109. (75) 

ELECTRONIC DETONATION: Methods of Improvisation. 
Amazing manual reveals secret techniques used by pro­
fessional operat ives (schematics included) $15.00. AL· 
TERNATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, Box 4068, Dearborn, Ml 
48126. 

OFFICIAL FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE KIT. ATF 
Forms, instructions and wholesale sources of firearms, 
ammo, and accessories. Send $4.95. S.G.S.E., P.O. Box 
780, Mocksville , NC 27028. (62) 

AUTOMATIC TELEPHONE RECORDING DEVICE -
$25.00 (synchronizes cassette recorder to phone use). 
FM Wireless Mike $35.00, VOX $35.00. Send $3.00 for 
catalog. ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, Box 4068, 
Dearborn , Ml 48126. 

INTERNATIONAL DRIVERS LICENSE or International 
Student ID, 4 languages, 3 colors, laminated. Send 
$11 .95 money order, machine photo, name, address, 
DOB, height, and weight to MOORE, 2509 N. Campbell 
#61F, Tucson, AZ 85719. (62) 

GERMAN WWII - Milltaria, records, flags, knives. Send 
for free li st: HAMMER, Box 33149-SF, Indianapolis, IN 
46203. (65) 

THE INTELLIGENCE LIBRARY - Many unusual, infor­
mative books on Electronic Surveillance, 'creative' 
Locksmithing, Weapons, Investigations, Documents, 
etc. Free Brochures: MENTOR, Dept . G-2, 135-53 No. 
Blvd ., Flushing NY 11354. (66) 

ESCAPEOLOGY . .. Now you can escape bondage from 
ropes and chains in seconds! 60 illustrations. $5.00. J. 
WILSON, Box 224, Hatboro, PA 19040. (62) 

DETECTIVE TRAINING. Learn all Investigative techni· 
ques at home. Undercover, surveillance, martial arts and 
much more. Badge, Diploma and Police Equipment. Free 
information. GLOBAL SCHOOL OF INVESTIGATION, 
Box 191F, Hanover, MA 02339. (62) 

EXPLOSIVES AND INCENDIARIES: Instructions for 
making NAPALM $8.95; SUGAR EXPLOSIVE $8.95; and 
the extremely devastating, easy to make, steel burning 
THERMITE Incendiary $12.00. All three, $20.00. AMER­
ICAN INDUSTRIES, P.O. Box 10073 G.S., Springfield, MO 
65808. (67) 

CATCH THE SCUM BAGS! New manual "Countermea­
sure Cookbook" shows how to build and design exotic 
alarm systems. Control tear-gas, silent pagers, recording 
devices, cameras, high voltage, electronic door locks 
(lock them in & gas 'em!) and much more! $10.00. 
ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, Box 4068, Dearborn, 
Ml 48126. 
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SOUTH AFRICA, Tax, immigration law, relocations, 
employmerit. $5.00 for information package. American 
attorney. WEBSTER, Box 541, Warmbaths 0480, SOUTH 
AFRICA. (63) 

BOUNTY HUNTER, Mere, Bodyguard, Armed Escort. All 
jobs considered. Complete discretion guaranteed and 
expected . Contact: THORN , P.O. Box 8, Buffalo, NY 
14212. (65) 

INVESTIGATIONS, EXECUTIVE PROTECTION, Ri sk An­
alysis , Research, Couriers , Operatives, Cl INTEL DETEC­
TIVE AGENCY, 11 West Jefferson, Phoenix, AZ 85003. 
(602) 955-8391. (63) 

BECOME GUN DEALER! "Obtaining Federal Firearms 
Licenses," samples, illustrations, $1.95! " Gun Dealer's 
Wholesale Directory," best prices, $1.95! " Federal Fire­
arms Laws, " $1.95. ALL THREE BOOKLETS-$4.95! 
MESA, Drawer 774019-FM, Steamboat , CO 80477. 

50,000 BIG MAPS! USSR, Togo, Vietnam, Ohio, ANY­
PLACE ! Catalog $3.00 (refundable). MESA, Drawer 
774019-FO, Steamboat, CO 80477. 

UNUSUAL BOOKS. Locksmi thing , identification, in­
vestigative methods, self-defense, undercover opera­
tions, survival, police manuals, black market, disappear­
ing, guerrilla war, living free, crime, bugging, spying, 
shadowing, sabotage, hiding cont raband, food storage, 
much more ! Over 500 titles in huge illustrated catalog. 
$2.00. LOOMPANICS, Box 1197, Port Town send, Wash­
ington 98368. (70) 

PARACHUTIST, AIRBORNE, Elite Insignia. Photo­
illustrated catalog $3.00. FOX MILITARY EQUIPMENT 
COMPANY, 493 S. York Road, Elmhurst , IL 60126. (63) 

HARDER HOMES AND GARDENS! Bulletproof Houses ! 
Simplified, light, thin, economical method revealed! 
New, illustrated book, $7.95! MESA, Drawer 774019-FH, 
Steamboat, CO 80477. 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE SECURITY EQUIPMENT 
("Worlds' Greatest Selection! ") Panasonic Ten Hour 
Recorder, $165.00. Infinity Transmitter, $595.00. Shotgun 
Microphone, $195.00. Wirel ess 1000' Transmitter, $75.00. 
Investigators' Two Mile Transmitter, $475.00. Automatic 
" Phoneline " Recorder, $135.00. Voice Actuated 
Recorder, $130.00. Nightscope, $495.00. Covert Televi­
sion System, $580.00. Voice Scramblers, $295.00. 
"More!" " Assembled! " "Guaranteed!" Send Orders: 
MICROTRON"', Industrial Complex, Box 2240, Elm 
Grove, West Virginia 26003-0263. Professionals' 
Catalogue, $2.00. ("Expedient and Confidential Service 
Assured! ") 

· VIETNAM CERTIFICATES OF SERVICE. 173 Airborne 
Brigade. Suitable for framing . Also Pathfinder School 
diplomas, Fort Benning. Origin unknown, both are blank 
and sold as collectors Items. $7.50 each. D.E. EWING, 
Box 993, Montpelier, VT 05602. 

EX AIRBORNE COMBAT Engineer Vietnam Vet. seeks 
good paying mercenary work. R. MONTGOMERY, 5245 
Lansing Avenue , Jackson, Ml 49201. (517) 788-7837. (65) 

MARKED CARDS - BEST IN THE COUNTRY! Impossi­
ble to detect! Fully Guaranteed! First Class - postpaid 
delivery!! $8.00 per deck (3 for $21.00 - $72.00 per 
dozen). PENNSYLVANIA SUCCESS, Box 14190, Philadel­
phia, PA· 19138. (66) 

50,000 ORIGINAL NEWSPAPERS covering conflicts 
from 1817 to 1975, Including WWII Nazi occupation 
items in English. Catalogue from YESTERDAY'S NEWS, 
43 Dundonald Road, Colwyn Bay, ENGLAND (62) 

SEEKS UNCONVENTIONAL EMPLOYMENT: 34, ex-po­
lice, ex-USMC, Vietnam veteran . Master of Science in­
dustrial engineering degree, now 2V2 years electronic 
engineer in satellites and telephone communications 
with U.S. Army in Germany. Capable, versatile, person· 
able. Wiii consider any reasonable offer from courier to 
responsibilities, more related to my education and ex­
perience. Travel and RISK FOR PAY OK. Write: Charles 
Wagner, DPM-ETS, APO NEW YORK 09056. (62) 

COLLECTORS AND INVESTORS: Send for our latest cat­
alogue of original militaria Including uniforms, decora­
tions, insignia, edged weapons, field equipment and 
related documents. Please enclose $3.00 U.S. with name 
and address to: PHOENIX MILITARIA, P.O. Box 116, 
Dept . SF, Spring Mount, PA 19478-0116. (62) 

HIGHLY INTELLIGENT AND RESOURCEFUL young man 
(19), seeks apprecticeship under master spook or high 
risk professional with private, corporate, or governmen­
tal interests. Elect ronic degree with some knowledge 
and skills of most aspects of tradecraft. E. Bratcher, P.O. 
Box 372, Finksburg, MD 21048. (62) 

DOMESTIC OPERATIVE. Reliable, age 35, 145 IQ, fol · 
lows instructions, no questions. All assignments con­
sidered, anywhere USA. Let's talk (206) 334-8429. (62) 

KNIVES - Good quality knives at reasonable prices. 
Why pay more? Price list $1.00 refundable with first 
order. A.A.F., 900 West 19 Street, Hialeah, FL 33010. (62) 

IF YOU TAKE LIFE SERIOUSLY .. . peruse our Procure­
ment index featuring specialty equipment used by pro­
fessionals throughout the world. Concealment holsters, 
electronics, disguised and unconventional weaponry 
from $10.00 to $2,000. The Catalog is $2.00 from : ASP, 
P.O. Box 18595/SC, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

M-65 FIELD JACKETS, Woodland Cammo, U.S. Issue 
$43.00, In Small-Xlarge. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221 . MasterCard & VISA Accepted! 

COBRA MISSION TO TRANG BANG cassette recording 
of helicopter gunship radio recorded live, Spring 1969. 
Hear Vietnam as it really was . B-52s, miniguns, dust 
offs,flares. Includes 60 minute tape and 30 page 
transcript book w/many photos. Satisfac t ion 
guaranteed. $15 postpaid . BIEN HOA PRODUCTIONS, 
Box 56, Dept . M16, Fayetteville, AR 72702. (62) 

MERCENARIES, ER, VOLUNTEERS WANTED: Sorry, no 
employment yet. Do need dedicated folks for urgent 
agitprop mission. Woodrow Wilson Smith , Ph i l ippine Ex­
peditionary Force, 1800 Market Street #67, San Fran­
cisco, CA 94102. (62) 

FOR HIRE: Airborne, LRP, Rangers, well traveled . Will 
represent private, corporate or government interests. 
Pro-West only. Troy or TVM, 2925 LBJ Frwy #180-223, 
Dallas, TX 75234. (62) 

VIETNAM MAPS KIT - 10 different, 1960's Military/Intel· 
ligence maps detail tribes, roads, military regions, relief , 
etc . $3.95 Complete! MESA, Drawer 774019-FG, Steam­
boat, CO 80477. 

"LAZERSTUN" DEFENSE WEAPON - Shoots High In· 
tensity Rays That Blind! (Caution: Victims Purport .. 
TWENTY MINUTE BLACKOUTS . . DISORIENTATION 
... FAINTING!!!) Nonlethal. Handheld. ("Similar to de­
vice featured on television's C.H.l.P.S. ") Send $74.95 
each: NATIONAL PHALAN X, Box 131 , Bridgeport , OH 
43912. (Catalogue, $5.00). 

DAVID FITZGERALD OF E/5/46: Other half VC for Lunch 
Bunch wonders where you are. (415) 871-6538. (62) 

CONCEALABLE BODY ARMOR stops the .44 Magnum. 
Weight 2V2 lbs. Free Brochure. Write: SES (SF-5), 60 
Madison Street, Geneva, NY 11456. (64) 

ELITE FORCES CAPS - Black baseball style , one size 
fits all. Special Forces, Ranger, SEAL, Para Rescue, 
101st, 82nd, 1st Gav, U.S.M.C. Recon , Scout Sniper, 
Master Abn ., C.1.A. Staff , MACVSOG, 5th SF Viet Nam, 
Pilots Wings (please specify), SS Runes, Deathshead, 
Royale Marines, SAS, Black Watch , Professional quality. 
Money back quarantee. Three week delivery $9.50 each 
$1 .50 shipping. RICHMAR PRODUCTS, Box 104-A, Balt i­
more, MD 21128. 

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR HIRE - Ex-Marine of· 
ficer 'Nam Vet , Bounty Hunter for the elite and well-to-do 
only!!! Well experienced in armed courier duty, missing 
children, collection , survei llance, executive bodyguard . 
Reply with P.O. Box or phone number to VALLEY INTL. , 
P.O. Box 2092, Rockford, IL 61130. (62) 

THE SURVIVAL ENCYCLOPEDIA! Retreating , storage, 
weapons, solar bunkers, maps, plans, checklists, com· 
bat, power, disaster skills, demolitions, NBC 
defense/decontamination, shelters, survival chemicals, 
medicine - MUCH MORE! Big, illustrated volume -
$9.95! MESA, Drawer 774019-FJ, Steamboat , CO 80477. 

DEFENSE EQUIPMENT - Laser Weapons , Electronic 
Weapons, Street Weapons , Exotic Weapons, 
Clandestine Weapons .... Magnificent Catalogue, send 
$10.00 (refundable) to: EMPORIUM, Box 6396, Wheeling, 
WV 26003. 

INTERESTED IN MILITARY INSIGNIA? Subscribe to the 
Military Auction, 6 big issues, $15.00. America's 
foremost mail-bid auction deal ing exclusively in military 
insignia. THE MILITARY AUCTION, P.O. Box 192, 
Hinsdale, IL 60521 . (63) 

NINJA EQUIPMENT CATALOG - Nightsuits, hand· 
claws, footspikes, calthrops, blowguns, shuri ken, 
reference materials for the "shadow warrior." Send $1 .00 
to: NINJA, Box 28222/SOFC, Atlanta, GA 30358. 

KARL GUIGAS OF 1st ARVN, Doggy Interrogator of Da 
Nang wants your whereabouts and bright green amphib­
ious face. (415) 871-6538. (62) 

EMPLOYMENT WANTED: Ex-infantry and intelligence. 
Have experience. Bronson, c/o Smith, 1800 Market 
Street #67, San Francisco, CA 94102. (62) 

UZI MAGS. 32rd , $20.00; 4 in a pouch, $84.00. 25rd ., 
$15.00; 4 in a pouch, $64.00. Uzi wide pad military sling, 
$10.00. Barrels for full or semi Uzis; short or long, thread­
ed or plain. Many other mags, etc. Price list $1 .00 re­
funded with purchase. SCHERER, P.O. Box 24Q, Gilbert , 
IL 60136. (63) 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL SKILLS by Cresson Kearny. 
Revised and updated by the author. $9.95 postpaid . 
CAROLINE HOUSE, Box 738, Ottawa, IL 61350. (63) 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE: Incred ible manual 
" Homebrew Bugging" reveals wiretapping and bugging 
techniques used by professionals (schematics included) 
$15.00. ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, Box 4068, 
Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

RUGER 10/22 WORKBOOK: Innovative Modifications! 
Clever Improvements! Illustrations! SASE plus $3.00 
Money Order. ATOM, P.O. Box 582, Buena Park, CA 
90621 . (64) 

SURGICAL KITS, MEDICAL SUPPLIES, Air Spl ints , and 
many other items. Complete ki ts for all types of field and 
boating emergencies from $39.95. Details 25¢. IN­
DEPENDENT MEDICAL SUPPLY, P.O. Box 5751 , Ft. 
Lauderdale, FL 33310. 

THE SLANDERED VIETNAM VETERAN. What happened 
on the "Home Front." Tells it like it was. $3.00 to Mit­
chell Joyner, Box 2113, Saratoga, CA 95070. (62) 
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SILENCER DESIGNS FROM GERMANY. In the old coun· 
try, I was a master gunsmith most of my life. Making 
silencers for ordinary hunting rif les and handguns 
became my specialty. During the war I gained valuable 
experience working for the German Army. I spent years 
developing more and more effective designs. The results 
ol my experiments are very, very impressive. I am old 
now and have kept my work a secret long enough. Before 
I die, I would like to share my drawings and designs with 
all my friends in America. $10.00. HEINZ KESSLER & 
COMPANY, Dept. SF-1, P.O. Box 2181, Union, NJ 07083. 

NEW AUTO CONVERSION METHOD - Thompson Semi 
1927A1A5 Carbine. Features spring loaded F.P .. correct 
R.O.F .. use original safety. Includes extensive HOW TO 
instructions, drawings. Converts to a smooth, reliable 
SMG - $30.00. Sorry no checks. AUCONFN, Suite #18, 
3341 W. Peoria, Phoenix, Az 85029. (63) · 

REMOTE CONTROL EQUIPMENT: Single Channel En· 
coder/Decoder $70.00. Signal Activated Switch $40.00. 
12 Channel Encoder/Decoder $190.00. New Manual "Re· 
mote Control Made Easy" ~10.00. Send $3.00 for catalog. 
ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, Box 4068, Dea,born , 
Ml 48126. 

BE A DETECTIVE. Learn investigation techniques at 
home. Diploma. Equipment. GLOBAL SCHOOL OF IN· 
VESTIGATION, Box 191 A, Hanover, MA 02339. (64) 

KEEP YOUR GUNS. Send $1 .00 for catalogue. Contains 
many attractive bumperstickers denouncing gun con· 
trol. Let people know what you intend to keep! FREE 
ENTERPRISE PRINTING CO., Box 2307, Falls Church, 
VA 22042. 

LOCATE MISSING PERSONS: professional, proven se­
crets ... track them down yourself ... cheaply, easily!!! 
Money back guarantee, $4.00, Postpaid. LSP, Box 
163/SF, Wamego, KS 66547. (73) 

EXPLOSIVES MADE EASILY, cheaply from farm fer­
tilizer. Blast dugouts, stumps, rocks. Instructions $3.00. 
DEFOST, Box 9Q5, Prince Albert, SK, CANADA, S6V 5V6. 

GENUINE U.S. M16 Bayonet 4 Scabbard - Blade of fine 
surgical steel, scabbard of light durable plastic, imper­
vious to mildew. Send $19.95. DAVIS ENTERPRISES, 330 
Hegenberger Road, Dept. 129, Oakland, CA 94621. 

REAL MEN AREN'T BORN, they are made through ex­
periences that reveal the inner self. 20 year survival in­
structor, airborne, SEA, now psychology professor and 
" other,'' ready to share mind preparation method. Com­
plete program $4.00. PHAEDRUS INC., DPSY, P.O. Box 
21, Homestead, FL 33030. 

U.S. CAMOUFLAGE VESTS, Heavily Insulated, 2 
pockets, Woodland Cammo $21.00. A.H.A .. Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221. 

HIDE-A-SAFE. Half Price Sale. 2" x 14" water-tight tube. 
Reusable. Can bury valuables, coins, important papers. 
$9.95 ppd. BRECK-RELIANCE, Box 415-S, Cloudcroft, 
NM 88317. 

SHORT RECON FIELD RATION. Assemble it yourself. 
Cheap. Effective. Lightweight. NO FIELD COOKING. My 
personally f ieldotesteq menu just $3.00 postpaid U.S.A. 
AEGON RATION, P.O. Box 17105, Salem, OR 97305. (65) 

GUARD THE PREMISES against rowdies, must be 
armed. Joint property owners looking for capable in­
dividuals to· reside on premises and protect homes. 
Rural location In Maine near the sea. Large acreage, div­
ing work available, plenty game, firewood for the cutting, 
deer season November. Telephone, but no electric. 
OWNER, P.O. Box 161, Belmont, NC 28012. (63) 

NUMBAH ONE T-SHIRT. "No Lie G.I." dramatic artwork 
of Cobra Gunships, combat photos, with " Sin Lai " Victor 
Charlie overlay (tough shit V.C.). Also Hue City, Nui Ba 
Den, Still in Cholon, Arc Light, Loach, Linebacker II 
(Merry Christmas Hanoi), Agent Orange (Only we can 
prevent forests), Bai Muoi Ba (33 beer), AfGASistan, and 
Beaucoup More. For catalog send $2 (refundable) to 
EUROPORT, 1105 North Main Street, ·Suite 2A-2, 
Gainesville, FL 32601 . · 

KNIVES. Colt knife 4 112" blade. Wood and brass handle. 
A true collector's item. Send $1 .00 for price list and il­
lustrated catalog. COLT PRODUCTIONS, Office A-1, 418 
Farmington Avenue, New Britain, CT 06053. 

HYPNOTIZE in seconds with this 7/8 inch concealable 
devise $6.99. Hypnosis Training Book $4.99. Lose 
Weight by Hypnosis cassette $7.99. Hypnosis in 
Criminal Investigation cassette $5.99. Buy any two· third 
FREE. MYTHOS INTERNATIONAL, (SN82), P.O. Box 
7302, Akron, OH 44306. 

CONFIDENTIAL REMAIL/FORWARDING Service. Send 
$1 .00 money order for details. R&J ENTERPRISES, 420 
Pier Avenue, Suite 138-5, Hermosa Beach, CA 90254. 

RADIATION DETECTOR: Handheld, pocket-sized, bat­
tery powered. Reads low level radiation and beeps at 
high levels. Perfect for law enforcement agencies, sur· 
vivalists, environmentalists, schools, etc. This is the real 
thing, not surplus. Comes complete with battery, in· 
structions and 90 day warranty. $69 plus $3 postage and 
handling. (Calif. residents add 6V2% tax) credit cards 
call toll -free 1-800-453-9500. RDX nuclear, 5302 F 
Vineland, Los Angeles, CA 91601. 

KEY-LITE. Tiny light on key ring to find key-hole in the 
dark. $2.00 postpaid. AARDVARK, Box 2077, Lexington, 
KY 40594. 
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EMERGENCY SURVIVAL KIT and equipment . May save 
your life. Free Information. REDICO COMPANY, 144 East 
9th Street, Durango, CO 81301. 

OVERSEAS JOBS - Latest information. Hundreds high 
paying jobs world wide. $3.00 Latest Report. AIM, Box 
2262C, Santa Ana, CA 92707. 

HOMEMADE MACHINEGUN PLANS. Comprehensive, 
detailed, easy to follow 24 page oversize booklet. 
Machine shop unnecessary. Send $6 to WILDCAT 
PUBLICATIONS, Dept. 6X, 7 Michigan, Dundee, IL60118. 

"TO RUSSIA WITH LOVE. Up Yours Ivan. " Bumper 
Sticker $2.00. P.W .. Dept. SF, Route 2, Box 125A, Pruden­
ville, Ml 48651. 

GOVERNMENT TRAINED PROFESSIONAL, 50, 
specializing in unusual assignments; highly skilled in 
covert intelligence gathering, surveillance, recovery and 
courier operations. Expert in photography, small arms 
weaponry and demolition. Guaranteed discrete, con­
f!dential and reliable. D. David, Box 305, Crystal Bay, NV 
89402. 

ULTIMATE CONCEALABLE WEAPON dual function .22 
cal. Zippo cigarette lighter. Detailed shop drawings, four 
sheets, simple construction, failsafe design. Send $7.00 
to: SARDAUKAR PRESS, P.O. Box 18644, Memphis, TN 
381 18. (64) 

U.S. DESERT CAMOUFLAGE SUITS, New Issue, sizes 
Small-Xlarge $48.00. A.H.A., Box 21606, Denver, CO 
80221. MasterCard & VISA Accepted! 

MERCEDES BENZ 1 'h TON ARMY TRUCK. Ex-NATO 
Forces Unimog Type 404 4wd, 6sp.w/ltd.slip diffs. $1.00 
for foto/spec. W. BAKER, 1090 Montgomery, San Fran­
cisco, CA 94133. 

WARGAMING - Instructive Guide. Learn Military 
Boardgames. Develop Tactical Skills for Tomorrow. 
$4.98. WHITE HERON ENTERPRISES, Box 2178R, 
Virginia Beach, VA 23450. (63) 

SAVAGE! Violent, bloody, graphic adventure. Mercenary 
fights to prevent Presidental assassination. Highest 
quality artwork. Gripping story. Unique comic book for 
men of action. Satisfaction guaranteed. $3.00. SAVAGE, 
196-A West Haviland Lane, Stamford, CT 06903. (65) 

SMALL, PORTABLE, SECURITY ALARM. Invisible field 
is sensitive to slightest touch. 85 decibel horn. Free In­
formation. NYSTROM & ASSOCIATES, Box 379, Mound, 
MN 55364. 

GHILLIE SUITS, ultimate camouflage, built on tough 
Penny's Green Workclothes foundation, $200.00; or send 
a set of your cammies for conversion, $150.00. Include 
your hat and $50.00 down. SOUTHWINDS, Box 6154, 
Dept. SOF, Roanoke, VA 24017-0154. 

MERC FOR HIRE: Anything, anywhere. Qualifications 
furnished on serious offers only. Kimura, 9348 Santa 
Monica Blvd. #101, Beverly Hills, CA 90210. (63) 

BODYGUARD, Bounty Hunter, special service of any 
kind. Best there is, can you afford' second best? 6'5" , 250 
lbs., weapons expert, black belt, ninja, ski ll driving, anti 
terrorist tactics. Contact: Steve Weber, General Delivery, 
Peotone, IL 60468. (63) 

THE FLYING EAGLE: Finest laser color reproductions of 
the ultimate Bald Eagle photograph. 12 x 20, $15. 
Beautiful Eagle cards, $2. DR. HUNTER, Box 10·888, An­
chorage, Alaska 99511 . (67) 

GENUINE U.S.M.C. SHOOTING JACKET. FSN 
8415-082-2888. 0.G. 107, Padded shoulders & Elbows. 
Also Available Woodland, Tiger Stripe, Jungle Leaf, 
Desert. $29.00 + $2.50 H.1.S. M-16/AR-15 Stock/Forend 
CAMMO COVERS - All Patterns. $11.95 + $2.50 H.l.S. 
SHERWOOD INT'L, 18714 Parthenia, Northridge, CA 
91324. All Major Credit Cards. (800) 423-5237. (63) 

OVERSEAS AGENT - Professional, reliable, confiden­
tial. Investigations, intelligence gathering, you name it. 
Have base of operations in Europe and Mid-east. 
SECURITY SERVICES, P.O. Box 2101 , Sheffield Lake, 
OH 44054. (63) 

U.S. DESERT CAMOUFLAGE T-SHIRTS, Top Quality, 
$8.00. A.H .A .. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

1.D. CARDS & CERTIFICATES. C.l.A., Special Forces, 
Rangers, Seal Team, Recon, scout-Sniper, S.0.G., Para­
Rescue, Airborne, Weapons Expert, Martial Arts, Police. 
Large Selection with your Name, Rank, Unit, etc. II· 
lustrated Brochure $1.00. KENWOOD ASSOCIATES, Box 
55, Dept. 1, Long Green, MD 21092. 

NEED PRIVATE ADDRESS? Mail Security affordable pro· 
tection! Provide yoi.irself non-traceable mail, incoming­
outgoing. Details $2.00 (refundable), Box 399, Dickson, 
TN 37055. (64) 

NEED WEAPONS? Become Gun Dealer At Home! Gun 
Dealer Instruction Cour$e, 20 chapters, $4.95; Federal 
Laws, $2.50; Your State Laws, $2.50; 500 Wholesalers, 
$3.50; Machine Gun License Manual, Forms, $3.50; Con­
cealed Gun Permits, $2.50. All Publicat ions Above 
$13.95. Free Catalog. REDDICK, 1821-H Bacon, San 
Diego, CA 92107. 

CLANDESTINE WEAPONRY And Equipment Newsletter. 
Sample copy, $1.00. " Clandestine Safe Opening 
Devices." Report describes devices that enable you to 
opeff combination safe locks in minutes, when the com­
bination is unknown, without damaging the safe. $3.00. 
Catalog, $1.00. CANNIBAL'S, P.O. Box 692, Champaign, 
IL 61820. 

DOG BOOTS, Australian Design, all leather, 4 boots 
$20.00. fits medium to large. Money Back Guarantee. 
LEATH ER SHOP, P.O. Box 991 , Lone Pine, CA 93545. 

FIRST SHOT CONFIDENCE! Hostage & Situation Tar­
gets. Sample Papk $10.00. 8787 Hammerly, Unit 1012, 
Houston, TX 77080. (63) 

SMOKE GENERATING DEVICES (Candles, Bombs, Gre· 
nades) - An essential part of the survivalist's inventory. 
Excellent for smoke screens, dispersing crowds, signal· 
ing, fire drills, etc. Large generating capacities and ex­
tremely dense smoke. All fresh and fully guaranteed. We 
pay shipping charges in U.S.A. Send $2.00 (refundable 
with order) for catalogue of these and other important 
products. SIGN US, Box 33712-K, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (64) 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Vietnamese Gallantry Cross and 
Campaign Medal Certificates of Decoration. Original 
four color form, suitable for framing. $3.00 each, both 
$5.00. Full refund if not satisfied. JOHN BERNDSEN, 909 
Noah, St. Louis, MO 63135. 

ARMY FIELD RADIOS: Genuine G.I. mainstays from 
Korea to Nam. PRC-10 Backpack Radio, 38-54 MHz FM 
transceiver with Accessories: $39.50, 2/$77.50. GAR· 
5/R-174 Military Communications Receiver, tunes 1.5·18 
MHz, AM, CW, SSB, military, shortwave amateur radio 
frequencies: mint, $47.50; good, $27.50. VRC-7 Vehicular 
Radio Set, factory mint in original carton (RT-70 FM 
Transceiver, Audio Amplifier, Power Supply, Acces­
sories): $137.50. RT-66 Vehicular Radio with PP-11 2 Pow­
er Supply, H-63 Headset, 16 watts 20-28 MHz FM trans­
ceiver: $67.50. H-113 Earphones: $4.50, 3/$12. Aqd $9.50 
shipping-handling. 45-Day-Replacement-Guarantee. 
Schematic Diagram included. Technical Manuals, $5 
apiece postpaid: PRC-10; PRC-6; GRR-5/R-174; Field 
Radio Techniques; RT-70; RT-66167168. BAYTRONICS, 
Dept. SOF, Box 591 , Sandusky, OH 44870. 

U.S. SPECIAL FORCES BERETS. Current issue w/Flash 
& Crest $18.00. A.H.A .. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
Send ·50¢ for our coJT]plete list of Berets & U.S. Cam­
ouflage items. 

SURVIVAL KNIVES!! Extravagant selection, superlative 
quality, premium grade, factory production, boot/com· 
bat/fig ht in g/concealmentlattack/battle/warf are/as­
sault/self-defense/hunting/skinning/campinglbackpack­
ing/utility knives, swordcanes, push daggers, comman­
dos, hollow-handles, hideouts, hatchets, bowies, lock· 
backs, throwers, razors, icepicks, wiresaws, ceram­
ic/carbide/diamond sharpeners, whetstones, and more. 
100% -Satisfact ion-Guaranteed, sliding scale Quantity 
DISCOUNTS to 35%, expeditious AIRMAILED ship· 
ments, FREE itemized invoices, personalized customer 
service, plus FREE "Surprise" GIFTS! Informative (Air­
mailed!) photographic (40+ page) Discount/Refer­
ence/Catalogue, $2.00. SELECTINE, (established 1977), 
Box 391 SFFE, Pearl City, Hawaii, 96782-0391. 

A MUST FOR EVERY SHELTER! Traditional, folding, 
barbers straight razor. Hundreds of uses (grooming, 
carving, surgical, personal protection, etc.) w~en the 
lights go out. Made of finest Swedish steel. Perfectly 
balanced, ground and hand honed for years of service. 
Dark green handle with gold inlay. $22.50 + $2.50 P&H. 
PEMCO, 11020 Ventura Blvd. Suite 258F, Studio City, CA 
91604. 

SURVIVAL/EMERGENCY FOOD SUPPLY, safe at home. 
Truck strike or nuclear war will stop food deliveries. Pro­
tect your family from tornados, floods, hurricanes, bliz­
zards, earthquakes. Save with mini-BARGAIN-SAM· 
PLEA: 6 freeze dried foods only $4.95 ppd. ! ! Or write to­
day for FREE catalog. Confidential service: Unmarked 
packages. BRECK-RELIANCE, Box 415-S, Cloudcroft, 
NM 88317. 

THE DOGS OF WAR. A mercenary epic/classic. ALMOST 
A FIELD MANUAL. 371 pages. Just $5.00 postpaid U.S.A. 
COMMANDO INTERNATIONAL, P.O. Box 17105, Salem, 
OR 97305. (65) 

COLLECTORS: Colt solid brass buckle. First and second 
edition $12.95 each. Send $1 .00 for illustrated catalog. 
COLT PRODUCTIONS, Office A-1 , 418 Farmington Ave­
nue, New Britain, CT 06053. 

TIGER STRIPE JUNGLE FATIGUES. 6 Pocket Pants. 4 
Pocket Jacket. All Mil-Spec Material & Construction. 
Available in Woodland, Desert , Jungle Leaf. XSM·XLG. 
$49.00 + $2.50 Shipping & Handling. Check, M.0 . or call 
with Major Credit Card. to: SHERWOOD, 18714 Par­
thenia, Northridge, CA 41324. (800) 423-5237. (63) 

POINT BLANK IM self defense canister in key case. 
EMERGENCY SELF PROTECTION. Non-lethal weapon 
could save your life. Fires 10 feet. Legal to carry. Im· 
mediately disables one or gang of assailants for 15 
minutes. No permanent damage. Normally $14.00, but 
send ONLY $9.95 ppd. BRECK-RELIANCE, Box 415-S, 
Cloudcroft, NM 88317. Money back GUARANTEE. 

BEYOND MACHO! Quality yellow tee-shirt with 
GUNSTORE COMMANDO emblazoned across chest. 
Great gift. State size. Just $9.00 postpaid U.S.A. 
GUNSTORE COMMANDO, P.O. Box 17105, Salem, OR 
97305. (65) 

SURVIVAL NEWSLETTER - Rocky Mountain Survival 
Institute Introduces their informative how-to letter. Rush 
$1.00. R.M.S.I., 740 East Cherryhill Drive, Pleasant Grove 
UT 84062. 

MEET YOUR MARK! Hostage & Situation Targets. Sam­
ple Pack $10.00. A. TINNING, JR., 8787 Hammerly, Unit 
1012, Houston, TX 77080. (63) 
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CBR FILTERS - M13A2 green ring f i lters. for 
M17/M17A1 gas mask. These stop NERVE AGENTS, 
$15.95. New, M17 gas masks, $49.95. New, M17A1 gas 
mask survival package, $99.95. SASE for catalog. Master­
card/Visa accepted. CA residents add 6% ·tax. Minimum 
$2.75 postage. JR SALES, Box 4253F, Lancaster, CA 
93539-4253. . 

SOUTHEAST ASIA WARGAMES, 2nd Place, 5" · 7 color 
patch $6.50. Window decal $2.50. A.H.A., Box 21606, 
Denver, CO 80221 . 

EMPLOYMENT WANTED, bodyguard, courier, armed 
cover, anything, total discretion, immediate reply, 
thorough. Mitch Cantrel l, 3508 ·Topeka, Corpus Christi , 
TX 78411 . (69) 

HIGH PAYING JOBS!!! Overseas, Domestic, Offshore, 
Onshore! !! Details $1.00. ICA, Box 73542 SF, Houston, 
TX 77273. (66) 

IF YOU'RE A BOXING FAN, this book is required 
reading! " How to make money betting on fights." Writ· 
ten by world reknown sportswriter and instructor. $7.95. 
THUNDERBALL PRESS, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 623, 
Edison, NJ 08818. 

CIA REPORT, recent ly declassified under Freedom of In­
format ion Act about CLIMATE CHANGE, 35 pages, $10. 
S & I ENTERPRISES, Box 2762, Spokane, WA 99220. 

SURVIVALISTS, you build-plans and material list for: 
Woodburn ing Stove for under $40; Solar Survival Food 
Dryer; Solar Window Furnace; Solar Firewood Qryer; 
Solar Collector for under $150; Alcohol Still. $8 each or 
al l $30. ECP, P.O. Box 8395, Wichita, KS 67208. (63) 

FIREWORKS - Where to buy firecrackers $3.50 a brick, 
rockets $2.20 a gross, M-80's, blockbusters, and giant 
Class B aerial displays. Complete directory of mai l order 
suppliers l isting hundreds of f ireworks $3.50. 
PYROTECHNICS, Box 230P, RFD #1, Mystic, CT 06355. 
(65) 

LONG TERM FOOD STORAGE. 70 different fruits, 
vegetables, entrees, desserts, beverages. Most prepared 
15 minutes or less. Send $1.00 for catalog. $2.00 refund 
first order. BOLTON FARMS, Dept. F, 780 North Cl inton 
Avenue, Trenton, NJ 08638. 

CATALOG of assault ri f le and pistol magazines + ac­
cessories, paramili tary + survival equipment, knives, 
camouf lage, $1 .00. FSA, P.O. Box 3712, Crofton, MD 
21 114. (63) 

ACCURATE rapid information is vital! Specialist offers 
his services. Licensed Electronic Eng. Communication, 
Navigation, Radar, Marine and Aviation, also Computer 
Technology, Teleprocessing etc. Licensed Marine Radio 
Officer 1st Class. Very wide range of experience, skills 
and interests inc luding languages, photography, etc. 
Convenient location in center of Europe. Write: P.O. Box 
213, 4009 Basel, SWITZERLAND. (63) 

MACHINE GUN ENTHUSIASTS! Buyers Guide $3.00, 
Dealers Guide $2.00, MAC-10 Test Report $3.00. All three 
$7.00 ppd. BOSSART, RD #2, Box 229E, Export, PA 
15632. 

MILITARY CLOTHING, Equipment, Gun Accessories, 
Manuals, etc . For camping, hunting, survival ists. 100's 
of items. Catalog $2.00, refundable with purchase. 
BROCK'S SURPLUS, INC., Dept, SF, Box 33242, Decatur, 
GA 30033. 

GENUINE MEDALS - Collec t/Repl ace Miss ing 
U.S./Foreign Decorations. Purple Heart $40.00; Silver 
Star $40.00; Bronze Star $35.00; Legion of Merit $35.00; 
Armed Forces Expeditionary $15.00; Vietnam Service 
$15.00; Vietnam Campaign/Sterl ing Yearbar $25.00. Add 
stamp in t rade and $3.00 Postage. Most others available. 
S.A.S.E. FOR FREE LIST. MARTIN LEDERMANN, 21 
Naples Road, Brookline, MA 02146. (617) 731-0000. (73) 

HELP WANTED, someone to train me in mercenary 
ways. I'm a 26 year o ld that is trying to get the proper 
training to become a mercenary. Contact Alan Oak, 530F 
Grand Street, New York, NY 10002. 

MIND BOOSTER. Your mind is your most important 
weapon. Researche(s have discovered that certain 
amino acids, vitamins and minerals improve reaction 
t ime, memory, learning abil ity, and most other mental 
functions. Complete report with daily dosage guide 
$5.00. POLARIS INC., Box 50118, Chicago, IL 60650. 

ORIGINAL RHODESIAN camouflage uniforms, combat 
vests, magazine chest pouches, etc. List $1.00. FRANTZ 
MILITARIA, Route 4, Box 226-A, Kankakee, IL 60901 . 
(815) 939-2826. 

SCANDINAVIAN MERC. It is alright with me. (64) 
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GERMAN WAR HELMETS 

German WW II steel helmet w / liner 
& chin straps & ·decals. Very good 
condit ion. pp 549.95. 

Ger man WW II KAR 98K 
Bayonet w/scabbard. 
Postpaid V .G. S24.95 
GLOBE MILITARIA. Inc. 
RFD 1, Box 269, Keene. NH 03431 
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D Jungle ' • ·. Pants feature: 6 G~~L/'. 

These !light jackets are 
issued to mililary HierS and 

are designated Type MA1 !or 
lntennodiate C-Old. (This 

means that it is the medium 
weight jacket, designed for 

comfort in a temperature zone 
of about 20 ° to 55 °F). Look 
for the military designation, 

Black 
Commando 

Dog Tag Set-
-(A Kaufman's Exclusive): 

2 GI stainless steel tags, specially treated 
black plus 2 black (4" and 24") ball 

chains . S5.00/set 

0 D Regulation- GI Dog Tags~ 
~ set ol 2 stainless steel tags and 2 ~ 
11'1 stainless chains (4" and 24") . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . S3.00/ each 
.., Want us to print them? WE'LL PRINT ANYTHING up to 6 lines and 15 
..., spaces per line. a D Printing . . . . . . . . . .. . only $1 .00 per tag ($2.00 per set) 

r- PLEASE, NO DOG TAG IMPRINTING ORDERS BY TELEPHONE. 

~ D Miiitary Elite Distinctiv~ Dog Tags- . 

~ ~!!:~vfJ 
~ We've taken the official distinctive insignia of elite professim:ial troops 
~ and affixed them to a genuine Gt tag. Sold with 4" stainless 
{II chain ... perlect for use as a keychain or worn with your dog tag set. 
~ Choose the eltte dog tag of: Special Forces: Airborn/Rangers; If' Paratrooper1i ; USMC Recon; USMC Globe & Anchor; 101st Airborne; 
O or 82nd Airborne . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . . . $5.00/each 

CD D Dog Tag Silencers - black, non-glare rubber bumpers 
~ !or tags ... '. . . . . . . . . .. . .. ......... . $1 .00/pair 

I D Special Forces Green Beret - Jaunty and 

n Ila.ring and classy - hke the protessional's who wear them. These are 
..,. official regulation berets ol 100% vat dyed wool and meeting all mill· 
,. tary specs. Made expressly for us by the prime 
C: ;c,.,11N£ G govern ment contractor. Also available: 
• GEl" ~ Official headgear tor: 
N D Airborne Qualified (Maroon) 
~ D Ranger Commandos (Black) 
::C . D Artmery & Guardian Angels (Red) 

0 ·:; \ ;:. . ~ze~~~'";1~d~0 ~~:s (CamouHage) 
§ (Not sure of head size? Tell us how many inches around your head where 
Cll you wear your hat. We'll send the right one.) Sl

3
.
75

/each 

D Drill Instructor /Smokey the Bear Hat -
Fonnally called the campaign Hat. this is a really 
line quality pressed lelt headpiece. 
A hat with character. No one who wears it 
escapes a personality change. 
An uncontrollable urge to shout 
orders or heap abuses, pursue flamers or 
write traffic tickets. Let your true or wistful sell 
be heard. Sizes: 6·7/8 to 7 518 . . $19.75/each 
0 Genuine Leather Chin Strap .. . . . . . . ... .. s2.001each 
0 Acorn Hat Cord (as shown) . . .. S6.DO/each 
(Specify color: silver, gold metallic:. black/gold. metallic. yellow. 
red or light blue). 

e D Watch Gap, 100% Wool-
This is the genuine GI. tightly knit, and all·wool 

watch cap. Used by commandos and troops 
alike, this tightly knit cap lits snug on any size 

head for maximun warmth on extended cold 
weather operations. Sides can roll down to pro· 

tect ears. Choose between dark blue/black (Navy Seal or Marine Recon 
teams) or 00 (olive drab; army) $6.25/each 

D Camouflage Collection Catalog- featuring genuine 
military clothing and personal equipment $1 .DO/each 
Free with any order. 

D US Navy Gold Weather ,,.. 
Deck Jackets- ( : · · 

Type A2 . These jackets teature If_ Ji 
windproof cuff and hip closures plus G~~. 
a lull zipper front with button over· , 
closure. The Olive Orab (00) green \ 
shell is 50% cotton/50% nylon. This . 
blend allows the jacket to be water­
repellent (not waterproo~ while at 
the same time tt has the sottness ol 
the natural tib<e. It is lined with dou· 
ble lace pile in both the body and 
sleeves. 
It sports two hip pockets and a b<east pocket wtth snap closure. 
The Deck Jacket is cut slightly below the waist so large or tall persons will 
tind rt qurte comfortable. 
XS.S,M,L. $47.75/each; XL. 

Fatigues- pockets (thigh pockets .· ., · · 
_ _ ' ,; are bellowed); draw· 

string cuffs; adjustable 
waist tab. Jackets 
feature: 4 pockets. 

,~~~~~i~~~~~·•n-"'1M.!!l~'Jl'l ' bellows style. Tell us k your chest, height, 
,and waist measure­

ments when ordering. 
Choose lrom: 

D CamouHage, Woodland 
Pattern - 50% cotton/ 50% 
nylon. Army's latest issue: 

the pants have a reinlorced 
seat and knees: the jacket has reinforced 

elbows. Brand New. Specify: Jacket or Pants 
. $34.00/each;. . .. $65.00/set. 

D Camouffage, Oay Desert Pattern - 50% 
cotton/50% ny.lon. Latest issue to Airborne 
Troops ol the Rapid Oeployment Force. Brand 
New. Specify: Jacket or Pants $34.DO/ each; 

$65.00/set. 
D Olive Drab (DD) Green - 100% cotton, 

ripstop: as used in early Vietna m. Curren t GI manu facture, 
Brand New. Specify: Jacket or Pants $29.75/each; $57.00/ set. 
D Camouflage, Woodland Pattern Commercial Manufacture - we've 
used the genuine military Woodland Came cloth and lash1onee1 these 
like the GI Fatigues. We cut some corners to trim the price, but these 
American made fatigues look just like the genuine ones. Brand New. 
Specify: Jacket or Pants . . .. . . ...... $26.DO/each; $49.00/set. 

D Elite Commando T-Shirts ; " ---f~ 

~ · ~i~ ; 
REC ON ~ll'IAL!~'-t~'> 

2 color silkscreen (never a rubbery iron.on) on finest quality shirts 
you'll be pround of. Another Kaufman's Exclusive: 
D Special Forces-grey shirt. (50% cotton/50% polyester) black and 
white design. 
D Airborne/Ranger-black shirt (100% conon) red and white design. 
D Marine Recon- red shirt (100% cotton) gold and white design. 
Specify size (S.M,L.XL) $7.95/each 

0 Send for Free Sportswear Brochure 
Wtth All Our New Designs 

D Ranger Combat Gap-Woodlan~d 
Camouflage - latest Army issue. This . · 
winterweighl c-ap features lined flaps which can · ~ 
!old out to keep your ears warm and tuck into 
the hat when the weather's balmy. ~ 
Also available in Olive Drab (OD) Green.. ENlJINE Gl 
Sizes: 7,7•t. ,7'/z.7'1• .... . . . S9.00/each G 

sizes and stock numbers 
inside the lett pocket. The 

outer shell and lining are 100% 
nylon making the jacket com· 

>letely •1i'n 1d a11d waterproof. The 
interlining is 100% polyester fiberfill for 

the highest degree of warmth per ounce. This jacket is reversible: outside 
in your choice of either sage green or blue and the inside is survival 
orange. It features: two hip pockets outside as well as inside. sewn pen 
and pencil holders plus zippered easy access storage pocket in the left 
sleeve. This a snappy, convenient, wann. fully functional jacket and it. 
haooens to be the latest tashion trend. · 
Specify: Sage Green or Blue Shell - Regular Length Only. 
Sizes: XS.S.M,L $46.75/each; XS ... $51.50/each 

D Brand New!! Flight Jackets in Black and 
Woodland Camouflage - Exact in every detail to the ge· 
nuine Gt MA t jackets above. iiianufactured by the same government 
contractor, to military specs: with reversible orange linings. The Black 
nylon shelled jackets feature a gold zipper and the Woodland Camo 
jackets are made from genuine Gl cloth of 50% corton/50% nylon. 
Sizes: XS. S. M. L. . $48.75/each; XL. ..... $53.50/ each; 
D USAF Heavyweight .- -- ·:;;.;-'\ 
Flight Jacket - Type N2B -
This is the wannest !light jacket that 
the military issues. It features full pile 
hood which drapes over the shoulders 
when not needed. This is the cold 
weather versmn of the Intermediate ~'\.~ 
Weight Flight Jacket Type MA1 lea~$~~ ,. i . 
tured elsewhere 1n this ad This 1acket / ' 4f. 
1s designed for sublreezmg temper . , 
atures Waterproof and Windproof / 
S M,L $87 75/ each, XL $95 75 , ~i, ~. 

This is the basic issue combal jacket. 
Designed tor complete utility, these 

water repellent and windproof jackets 
feature: 4 super large utility pockets; en 
gussetted back tor complete mobility a: 
and freedom of movement; epaulets; 

adjustable cuffs and collar; drawstring jO 
waistband; hidden hood in collar. 

Brand new, of course. ::C 
Sizes are XS, S, M. L, XL Long ~ 

lengths are available in Olive Orab N 
(00) Green and camouflage, Woodland ..I 

pattern only.II you're unsure of your ..I 
size. tell us your chest measurement _. 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED when ordering. xs.L S55.001each; ;'\ 
- XL & all long lengths $60.50/ each "" 

D Angle Head Flashlight This is the Choose from: D Olive Orab (OD) D Camoultage, Leal Pattern I 
heavy duty olive drab plastic flashlignt issued to basic D CamouHage, Woodland Pattern . . I') 
and stealth units. The flashlight is waterproof. non.gla c;,'\ D Desert. Tan - (NATO issue): D Cam~Hage, Tiger Stripe - I') 
and features 4 different lenses which can be easily inslalled @ (Commercially made in a US mill to m1htary specs). ~ 
or removed. It can clip onto the belt or suspender ~~:\·. D M-65 liner - Genuine GI - designed to quickly and easily 9 
for hands .lree operation: operates on. 2 standard 0 G~ '1 • button into M·65 Jacket to provide comolete warmth bv sealina in the an 
~ell ~ttenes and ~omes complete with a spare bulb. body heat. Brand New. XS, S. M. L, . $19.00/each; XL. $20.50/each ~ 

ran new, sold m the GI box .. $6.50/each; 2 tor s12.2 D Genuine Military Insignia _ · .. Ill 
D Camouflage Cloth, Woodland Pattern - This - meeting all military specs ~ 

"""" '";'""""' ''"'" . ""'"~"''""''"" .. "'"' -~ ~ ~ material currently in use for the camo battle dress tatigues. Twill ~* liilJ ~ 
design of 50% cotton/50% nylon. Price per yard (60" wide) ,.. 
Genuine GI . . First 3 yards $7.00/yard Each addit. yard $6.00/ yard 

111 

Shipping Costs o Special Forces Flashes (choose from . 5·t·h· G_ r.ou·p· i.n v. iest
1
na.

7
m
51

:,,8tchh; ~ 
Please include appropriate shipping costs from chart below with·each 12th; or JFK Special Wartare Center) . ii;; 
order. Amounts shown include costs ol postage, packaging, insurance D Special Forces Shoulder Patch 
and handling. (specify regular or subdued) . . . $1. 75/ each j 
Ordersupto$10.00 $2.00 D Special Forces Crest . . ... $3.DO/ each O 
Orders from $10.01 to 20.00 J.00 D Paratrooper Badge . $4 00/ eacb 
Orders from $20.01 to 35.00 3.75 D Air AssauH Badge : : $4:00/ each !-
Orders from $35.01 to 50.00 4.50 D 101st Airborne Crest .. $3.DO/ each a: 
Orders from $50.01 to70.00 5.75 D 82nd Airborne Crest . . ... .. . ... . . .......... $3.DO/ each Ill 
Orders over $70.00 6. 75 D 101st Airborne Patch (specify regular or subdued) . $1.75/each Q 

Canadian Ordef1i - Send Double Amount Indicated. D 82 Airborne Patch (specify regular or subdued) ..... $1. 75/ each a: 
ORDER TOLL FREE 1-800-545-0933 

24 hour.; a day; 7 Days per week: Call on our toll free line to speak to our 
customer Service Department Monday-Saturday during Aibuquerque 
business hours. 
We invite your call even if you only desire to inquire about our merchan· 
dise or about an order you've placed. 
In New Mexk:o, Alaska or Hawaii call our Customer Service Department 
Collect at 505-265-7777. 

D Ranger or Airborne Tabs (specify regular or subdued) . $4$1 .. 
5
oo
0
J
1

eaeacchh O 
D Marine Recon Wing - gold plated . .. . .. ...... . . 
D Pilot Wing, USAF - nickel plated . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $3.50/ each 
D Full Bird Colonel's Rank - Army - nickel plated . . $3.50/ pair 
D General's Rank-One Star-Army - nickel plated .... . $3.50/ pair 
D Navy Seal Badge - gold plated . . . . $10.50/ each 
D U.S. Flag (2 x 3'/• ) . . ....... .... ............ $2.25/ each 
D For a complete listing ol over 1,000 military insignia rtems send !or 
our Insignia Collection Catalog. Cost $2.00 plus 88¢ !or 1st class 
postage. 

We're Not The Cheapest !! But Then, We're Not Trying To Be. to take your orders (every firm with an 800 number will do that) but we'll also be happy to 
answer your questions. Whether you're calling to ask about our merchandise or the status 
of an order you placed, we guarantee friendly, courteous service. 

For over 65 years the Kaufman name has been respected for offering the finest in genuine 
military goods and insignia. Our committment to first rate service is legendary. Our service 
policy means: 
• All in·stock items are shipped no later than the next business day regardless of whether 

you pay by check, money order, credit card or C.O.D. (There is a C.O.D. fee of $3.00 in ad· 
dition to the regular shipping). 

• Toll free telephone lines direct to our Customer Service Department. We'll not only be glad 

No. we're not the cheapest. But you get what you pay for If you order the cheapest you 
may wait a long time for delivery of something you may ultimately be unhappy with. II you 
order from Kaufman's you'll see why top quality merchandise and first rate service (with a 
Customer Service Department always available) will squeeze the most value out of every 
dollar you spend. 



NAME 

ADDRESS PHONE 

CITY STATE ZIP 
D Bill Me Later D Payment Enclosed 

Please allow 8-10 weeks for delivery. 
Rates apply to U.S. , U.S. Poss., APO / FPO addresses only. Others write for 
rates. 

Survival 
Demands 
the Best. 

Your Best 
Bet Is 

SURVIVE 
Magazine 

Yes! Please send me 
D 6 ($12) 

or 
D 12 ($22) 
fact-filled 

issues of SURVIVE 

4F D2 

Address _______________________ _ 

City __________________ State __ Zip __ _ 

FOR HOME DELIVERY CHECK: D 2 Years 1 Year 
BILL ME (24 Issues) (12 Issues) 

D D $52 D $26 2nd Class (protective wrapped) U.S.A., Can ., Mex. 
PAYMENT D $100 D $50 1st Class (sealed envelope) U.S.A., Can., Mex. 

ENCLOSED D $66 D $33 Overseas Surface 
(U.S. funds only) D $140 D $70 Overseas Air 

Make check or money order payable to: SOUUEll 01? HUl'l'UNE 

SAVE $10 Per Year Off Newsstand Price 4FD2 



How to top alegend ... 
the 

THE HK91 
ACCESSORIES . . . 

Ruggedly designed to the same exacting 
standards as the HK 91 itself, these precision­
bui It Heckler & Koch accessories are de­
signed for quick and easy use on the range 
or in the field. 

1. Subca liber conversion kit (.22 LR) 
2. 20 Round magazine 
3. Retractable buttstock 
4. Standard buttstock 
5. Biped 
6. Bayonet and scabbard 
7. 1200 meter sight 
8. 5 Round magazine 
9. Tropical handguard 

10. Telescopic sight with 
quick detachable mount 

11. Cleaning kit 
12. Carrying handle mounting bracket 
13. Case buffer 
14. Muzzle cap 
15. Sling 
16. Carry ing handle 
17. Magazine loading tool 
18. Magazine unloading tool 

• accessones 

TheHK91 
Chambered for the popular .308 (7 .62 
NATO), the legendary HK 91 is the 
standard by which others compare. 
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15 16 11 

HECKLER "'OCH 933 NORTH KENMORE STREET. SU ITE 218 
& n , INC. ARLINGTON. v1RG1N1A 22201 • (1031243.3100 
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