







































































































































































Poland

Proves west’s

Wweakness

by Alexandr Solzhenitsyn

EDITOR’S NOTE: The West has of-
fered many interpretations for the crisis
in Poland, but all of them miss the
mark, says Alexandr Solzhenitsyn. The
real lesson, he believes, is that there is
“no single nation in Europe that would
not be ready to furnish (communism)
the necessary number of hangmen’’ it
needs to conquer all of Europe. In this
excerpt, the Nobel Prize-winning author
illustrates his conviction that the West is
unprepared to fend off communism’s
“triumphant march’’ and too naive to
see the insidious nature of the ideology
itself.
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54 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE

HAT is the main lesson to be

drawn from the events in Po-
land? In the course of the past 65 years,
this same lesson has been served to the
world, more or less clearly, about 50
times, but the West has always attempt-
ed to ignore it, not to understand it or to
give it a wrong interpretation.

What explanations do we hear today?
They range from naive indignation —
“They have spoiled the West’s Christ-
mas holidays’’ (this was the meaning of
a question I received from an English
newspaper) — to a hazy mirage: ‘“‘A
military junta of the Latin American
type emerged in Poland to unseat a
worn-out Communist Party.”’

Oh, really, just try unseating a Com-
munist Party that holds power! When,

where and who has ever succeeded in
achieving that?

The simplest explanation speaks of
foreign interference: ‘‘The Kremlin has
forced Jaruzelski.”’ But if the Kremlin’s
pressure is a sufficient explanation, then
neither the Soviet army nor even the So-
viet tshekists (police) acting under
pressure can be held responsible.

Nor do we, citizens born in the USSR,
have any responsibility since we, too,
have been ‘‘forced’’ to act by the Krem-
lin since 1918, through the tsheka, to
carry out executions, by sending to the
bottom boats crowded with living souls,
by setting up camps for millions and
millions of persons, by exterminating
populations at a rate unprecedented in
world history.
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