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BM59's 
About six months ago the BM59 was available 

through two distributors at high · markup prices. Since 
then, Springfield Armory procedures for 

mandated requirements now allows direct purchase by 
dealers, at~fB.!£§. of remaining 

stores of BM59 rifles. 

The excellence of early Beretta manufacture 
and finish quality is evident throughout these brand new 

rifles and should not be confused with the cheaper cut 
and welded guns sold a few years ago. 

Unlike modern · day manufacturing technology 
which produces a trend toward the economy of more 

stamped parts, this remaining lot of rifles embodies the 
craftsmanship of the M1 and M14. This offering could 

quite possibly be your last chance to own an 
orginal military rifle of this quality. 

The versatility of this arm is unbelieveable: 
As a survival rifle, the BM59 is unsurpassed in the 

many different configurations made possible by accessories 
such as folding, pistol-grip stock, A.RT.IV mount and scope 

system, tricompensator, bayonet and bipod, just to name 
a few. For this reason, the BM59 makes an excellent 

assault rifle, answering criteria for ease of portability 
where length and weight are significant factors. 

Coupled with the fact that this remaining lot 
represents the last of these high · quality rifles, the 

BM59 stands as a collectors piece that will 
appreciate in value in years to come. 

COPYRIGHT 1981 S.A. Inc. 
Alf Rights Reserved. 

direet. 
For a limited time Springfield Armory will supply, 
FREE OF CHARGE. with each rifle ordered, 
one each of the following: 

bi pod 
trlcompensator I grenade launcher 
direct and indirect grenade launcher sights 
winter I grenade launcher trigger 

Dealers, inquire about discounts 
of complete line of accessories and spare parts on quantity 
rifle purchases. 

CONVERSION: 
Springfield Armory offers conversion 
for your commercial BM62 to the orginal Beretta 
BM59 military rifle. Contact armory for particulars 
concerning this conversion. We accept 
C.O.D. phone orders. 

~;);)J~l!lr:J~!.!) .~~ 
.;l;)1)!);)J c:~:. . . ,., 

420 West Main Street 
G Yard 
Geneseo, llllnols 61254 
309/944-5138 
TELEX: 910-650-2449 
SPRINGROK 

Send $2 for catalog and prices 
of complete product line. 



THE PERFECT CRIME 
and How to Commit It by Dr. Jekel 

The tit le says it all! The Perfect Crime and How to Commit It revea ls tales of unsolved crimes and dispels the 
myth that crime doesn't pay. Arsonists, shoplifters, jewel thieves, cat bu rglars, murderers, ace detectives, 
and top criminalists contributed (some unwittingl y) to this startling expose of crime and criminals. Dr. Jekel 
spent two years investigating and interviewing experts on both sides of the law. The Perfect Crime is fil led 
with info rmation on the tech nica l advancements of modern police laboratories, "a major hazard for 
successfu l crim inals." Nowadays, an experienced detecti ve can take fingerprints from inside a g love, or 
identify ·a criminal 's sex and blood type from a single hair. Dr. Jekel d issects and analyzes perfect and 
near-perfect crimes of theft, fraud, forgery, arson , shoplifting, and of course-murder. The Perfect Crime 
and How l o Commit It is sure to thrill crime fans , mystery lovers, and armchair adventurers. SV2 x B'h. 
hardcover, 9 chapters. 208 pp. $14.95 

REAl SOLDIERS O F FO RTUNE 
by Richard Harding Davis 

Classic true stories o f six nine­
teenth-century men "who for pay. 
or tor the love of adventure. fought 
under the flag of any nat ion:· 
This reprint chronicles the military 
careers of such heroic men as 
Winston Churchill, William Walker, 
and Frederick Burnham. A thrilling 
tribute to men who worked at a 
profession they believed in. 51h 
x 8 1h . hardcover. illus .. 240 pp. 

S12.95 

llVE OFF THE lANO 
IN THE CITY AND CO UNTRY 

by Ragnar Benson 
An all-new. practical guide written 
especially for survivalists and 
retreaters. Containing t'wenty 
chapters with over 100 photos and 
diagrams. Live Off the Land re­
veals old Indian secrets and advice 
on survival medicine, firearms. 
preserving food . diesel generation 
and much more. S'h x B'h, hard­
cover. illus .. 260 pp. $14.95 

EVERY MAN'S GUIDE TO 
BETTER HOME SECURITY 

by Vincenc }. Guarino 
What price peace of mind? Gua­
rino presents practical plans for 
safeguarding homes and busi­
nesses from burglars. Detailed 
suggestions help readers deter­
mine appropriate safeguard levels 
and how to achieve them with 
locks. doors , lighting. alarms. 
safes. and insurance S'h x B'h. 
softcover. illus .. 135 pp. $7.95 

GET EVEN 1 & 2 
by George Hayduke 

GE1: Hilarious overview of the methods people use to 
get even with big bL1siness. government. and p lain old 
enemies. Tactics of the CIA. Mafia. and political d irty 
tricksters. 
GE2: Hayduke's outrageous sequel to his underground 
best seller. All-new mind-boggling tactics to use against 
asinine enemies. business bums, footloose lovers­
ripoffs of all types. 
Both vols. for entertainment purposes only! 
GE1: S'h x B'h. hardcover. 180 pp. 511 .95 
GE2: 51.7 x 81h . hardcover. cartoons. 170 PP- S1 1.95 

THE AR-7 EXOTIC WEAPONS SYSTEM 
A comprehensive home workshop guide for the gun buff 
and hobbyist machinist. Over li fly work ing machinist's 
drawings. photos. and full-scale templates show exactly 
how to convert the AR-7 .22 survival rifle into a l ull-auto 
silenced machine pistol or rifle . Step-by-step instruc­
tions detail how to modify the weapon 's original receiver. 
fabricate new sear and safety. as well as make a simple. 
efficient si lencer group assembly. 9 1h x 12, softcover. 
machinist's d rawings. photos. lull-scale templates. 
72 pp. $12.00 
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CARE & FEEDING OF TENANTS 
by Andy Kane 

A humorous yet practical look at 
the lucrative art of landlording by 
an author who may be the meanest 
man in Amerrca A former gag writ­
er. Realtor Andy Kane tells how to 
keep wlly tenants in their place­
pay1ng rent to make their landlord 
rrch Covers how to collec t rents. 
lrll vacancies. handle compla ints. 
outsmart inspec tors. and make 
money from tenants. S 1h x sin. 
softcover. cartoons, 120 pp S6.95 

Bl ACK MEDICINE I, II, & Ill 
by N. Mashiro. Ph.D. 

Vol. I, Dark Art of Death-thorough and intriguing dis­
cussion of the human body's 140 vital points. 
Vol. II, Weapons At Hand-1 12 parts of the body that are 
natural weapons. plus 180 deadly makeshift weapons. 
Vol. 111 , Low Blows-Mash1ro's favon te. devastating 
techniques. Lethal responses to wrist holds. punches. 
chokes. rear attacks. bear hugs. knives. and clubs. 
Vol. I: 5'h x B'h. softcover. pholos. BB pp $10.00 
Vol. II: 5'h x 8 'h. softcover. photos. BB pp. $10.00 
Vol. Ill: S'f.>. x 8'h. softcover. photos. 128 pp. $10.00 

UNARMED AGAINST THE KNIFE 
by Oscar Diaz.Cobo 

Not a rehash on general knife fight­
ing , Unarmed Against the Knife 
combines street savvy with close­
combat martial arts to give you 
practical knife-fighting and dis­
arming techniques. Includes illus­
trated methods for ga in ing 
physical and psychological advan­
tage over your attacker S'h x B'h. 
softcover, photos, 88 PP- $8.00 
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SECRETS OF THE NINJA 
by Ashida Kim 

This is the real thing-one of the 
few complete, hardcover studies 
of th is terrifying and deadly mar­
tial art. Text and photos illustrate 
Ninja principles of invisibi lity. co­
vert entry. escape and evasion. 
assassination. sentry removal . 
meditation. mind clouding. and 
much more. A rivet ing . all-new 
selection. S1h x S'h. hardcover. 200 
photos, 16B pp. 516.95 

TqAINING THE GUNFIGHTER 
by Cap!. Timothy}. Mullin 

Shotguns. rifles. handguns. sub­
machine guns and silenced coun­
tersrnper rifles are detailed in this 
collectors' volume on the combal 
appllcauon of firearms. 120photos 
illustrate this study. which covers 
the men ts of grrps. sigh1s. holsters 
and body armor A must for taw 
officers and legally-armed citi­
zens. B'h x 11 . hardcover . photos. 
240 pp. $24.95 

THEY SHOOT TO Kill 
b y Ronald Tobias 

Comprehensive survey of criminal 
sniping incidents in America. 
documenting the lives of infa­
mous murderers such as "Son of 
Sam," and Charles (Texas Tower) 
Whitman. Explores the minds. mo­
tives, and methods of dozens of 
criminal snipers. (Note: We guaran­
tee you won't be able to put this 
book down!) S'h x B'h. hardcover, 
2B3 pp. $14.95 

MANTRAPPING 
by Ragnar Benson 

Explains how to use primitive traps to catch and kill that 
most dangerous animal: Man. Ragnar Benson. well 
known as the author of Survival Poaching, has based 
this gut-wrenching book on his personal mantrapping 
experiences in Africa. North and South America. and 
Cuba. You have to see this one to believe i t ! Details 
plans for over a dozen ingenious mantraps. such as the 
Malaysian Hawk. the Andes Mountain Tra i l Trap, and 
the Cuban Water Trap. A must for retreaters S'h x B'h . 
softcover. illus .. 88 pp. $8.00 

OTHER FASCINATING TITLES P------------------
Combat Survival . $14.95 Automatic & Concealable 
Survival Poaching . . . . . . . $14.95 Firearms II ..... . ..... . .... $12.00 
Don't Become the V1ct1m S 6 00 Special Forces Combat 
Home Workshop Silencers $1 2.00 Firing Techniques ..... . ... $17.95 
Never Say Die . . ... .... .. . . $ 8 00 Home Workshop Guns 1: The 
Survival• .... $ 8.00 Submachinegun. . .. $10.00 
Alive In The Dese11 ....... . ... S B.00 Home Workshop Guns 11 : 
Total Resistance .... $14.95 The Handgun ......... . .... S10.00 
How To Koll I ................. $ B.00 Rhodesian Leader's Guide ... S B.00 
How To Kill ii ........... .S B.00 Cold Steel ............... . .. S12.95 
How To K111111 ................ S B.00 Kill Or Gel Killed . . . .. . ... $19.95 
How To Kill IV ... . . ....... .. . . $ B.00 SWAT Team Manual ..... . ... $12 00 
How To Kill v. . .... S B.00 Po lice Tactics in Armed 
(No Volume in rhe How To Kill Senes Operations . . . . . $19.95 

available m Canada) Special Forces Opera11onat 
Book 01 The Ninja ............ S 9.95 Techniques . . ..... ... . __ . . $12.95 
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EDITOR'S NOTES 

W HO reads Soldier of Fortune? 
Well, among our 220,000-plus readers are a number of star­

bedecked or cloaked gentlemen inside the Pentagon and out at 
Langley. 

We've known that for a long time, but a considerable portion of 
the American public found out when Newsweek magazine printed an 
item in its 28 September 1981 "Periscope" column. 

Titled, "Hot Tips From an Adventure Magazine," it read: 

"They don't like to admit it, but intelligence analysts at the CIA 
and the Pentagon rely on an adventure magazine published in 
Boulder, Colo., for some of their best information on Soviet military 
operations in Afghanistan. Every month the analysts comb through 
the pages of Soldier of Fortune for reports on machine guns, grenade 
launchers and other Soviet weapons that the magazine's cor­
respondents in Afghanistan have somehow acquired. Soldier of For­
tune even offers to sell captured Soviet weaponry to the highest bid­
der, preferably ~U.S. or NATO intelligence agencies.' One Pentagon 
official says that the ease with which Soldier of Fortune .obtains 
Soviet arms is ~a real sore point' at the CIA."* 

That means there are at least two leaks inside the military I 
intelligence establishment in Washington, since we don't believe 
Newsweek's re.porter heard that from the same "throat" we heard it 
from. 

Besides our source knows exactly how we get our scoops. 

It's a simple process. First, you find a correspondent with combat 
experienc.e - it helps if you know what you're looking at. Second, 
after properly equipping him (camera, notebook, boots, and lots of 
cash but no trench coat), you bundle him off via Pan Am for 
Pa~istan. Third, your correspondent makes contact with various mu­
jahideen leaders in Peshawar, who smuggle him into the Tribal Trust 
Lapds on the Afghan ~order because you have supported their cause 
in the past. Fourth, he crosses into Afghanistan and travels via foot 
or captured Russian truck to the nearest mujahideen depot where 
captured Russian gear is stored. Fifth, he selects the items he likes 
and either photographs them (no charge) or offers something in trade 
for the items he wishes to bring back. Sixth, he smuggles his goodies 
into Pakistan and back to the United States, again on a commercial 
Pan Am flight. Sixth, he delivers them to Boulder, at which point 
Managing Editor Jim Graves gets to rip apart the magazine to get 
them into the next issue going to press, two days later. 

If you don't want to go through all of that there's another way. 
Just go down to your newsstand and pick up a copy of Soldier of 
Fortune. Or you can do what the CIA does: subscribe. 

It's only $26 a year for 12 issues of the magazine that's "in the 
right places, at the right times." Like on desks in the Pentagon. 

-Jim Graves 

*Copyright 1981 by Newsweek, Inc. All Rights Reserved, Reprinted by Permission . 
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AND CHOOSE 
3,~1E9acEACH 

WITH &·MONTH 
NO·RISK MEMBERSHIP 
Plus this full­
color 19"x 25" 
map FREE! 

Club editions save you 
up to 30% off publishers' 
list prices quoted. 

FEBRUARY/82 

How the Club works: 
After your membership 's accepted, 
you 'll receive your 3 books for 98¢ each 
(plus shipping and handling) and your 
free book and map. If you' re not satis­
fied , return the 3 books within 10 days, 
cancel your membership, and owe 
nothing. 

About every 4 weeks (14 times a year) 
you'll receive, free, the Club's magazine 
describing the coming selection and al­
ternates. In addition, up to 4 times a year 
you may receive offers of special selec­
tions, always at discounts off publishers' 
prices. 

If you want the featured selection, do 
nothing; it will be shipped to you auto­
matically. If you want an alternate or no 
book at all , indicate your preference on 
the order form and return it by the date 
specified. That date·allows you 10 days to 
decide. lfyou receive an unwanted selec­
tion because you had less than 10 days, 
return it and owe nothing. A shipping and 
handling charge is added to all ship­
ments. 

Enjoy your no-risk membership for 6 
months. During that time you need buy 
only 1 book at regular low Club prices. 
After that time, if not satisfied, you may 

,..-------------, Military Book Club I 
Dept. DR-075, Garden City, N.Y. 11530 I 
Please accept my application for membership in the I 
Military Book Cl'ub and send me the 3 books whose 
numbers I have printed in the boxes below. Bill me only I 
$2.94 plus shipping and handling. I understand that I I 
need buy only 1 book at regular low Club prices during 
the first 6 months of my no-risk membership to com­
plete my commitment. My membership will be subject 
to the terms and conditions presented in this ad. Also 
send me Air War- Vietnam and a strategy map. Both 
the FREE book and FREE map are mine to keep whether 
or not I remain a member. 

No-risk QUarantee: If not delighted after examining 
my 3 selections, I may return the books within 10 days 
and my no-risk membership will be cancelled. I may keep 
Air War- Vietnam and the map and I will owe nothing. 

j Air War­
V1etnam 
FREE 

Mr. 
Ms· ------,,,,.---,-.,,-------­

(Please print) 

Address--------- Apt. No. _ _ 

City _______ State __ Zip ___ _ resign your membership at any time or 
you may continue as long as you wish. 

The Military Book Club offers its own Members accepted m U S A and Canada only Canadian 
complete hardbound editions some- members will be serviced from Canada Offer slightly different m 
times altered in size to fit special presses L.Canada. 84-M203 
and save members even more. <D .., _____________ .... 
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IT WON'T 
HAPPEN AGAIN ... 

Occasionally, SOF provides its 
mailing list to fi rms offering pro­
ducts in which we feel our readers 
might be interested. 

Recently , an organization calling 
itself the National Alliance obtained 
the list through fail ure to make an 
adequate background check by ou r 
list-sales personnel. Subscribers 
received a mailing which promoted a 
newspaper ca l led the National 
Vanguard, a neo-Nazi publication. 

The letter began: "Dear Soldier of 
Fortune Subscriber . . . " Use of our 
name might ·imply that we endorse 
the contents of this publication . We 
do not. 

Names obtained from SOF can be 
used only one time. We have taken 
steps to make su re that subscriber 
names wil l not be again used by the 
National Alliance - or any other 
hate group. Beginning immediately, 
the Publ isher and/or Managing 
Editor wiil approve all material to be 
mailed to SOF subscribers prior to 
release of ,names. 

Such a foul -up will not happen 
again . 

Newest al tern at ive to the pocket knife 
• 440 C stain less hardened to RC 56/58 

• 3" x 1 3/4 " x 3 / 16" 

-~-=--------, •Wt 2 oz . 
Comes wit h card 
case and universa l 

.. ;... scabbard plus mu lt iple 
) carry ing attachments 

/ (as shown). 

s soumm m· 11on·1·uNE 

BULLETIN 
BOARD 
by Bob Poos 

~~ :~~ 
-~5LYV - ., .. , C..,.., N...,--. 

Modern push dagger 
• Inconspicuous in sheath 
• Shock absorb ing, non-slip handle 
• Fu ll y sharpened fa lse edge 

for superior penetration 
• Flexib le, state-o f-the-art, Uddelholm stain less, 

hardened to RC 56/58 
• Overall length 5" , blade 3" • We ighs only 3 oz. 
• Comes with quali ty leather, quick-draw sheat h, 

wi th boot/be(! clip. 

Traditional Samurai Warrior's Knives • ALLOW 

TANTO - Ful l 10 3/. " long (bl ade 6") ~gRDAYS 
MINI TANTO - 71/2" long (b lade 3 1/2") DELIVERY 

• Reinforced armor pierci ng po int 
• Razor-sharp, ho llow gri nd 
• Flex ible. state-of-t he-art , Uddelholm stain less 

hardened to 56/58 
• Come with top quali ty leather. qu ick draw 

sheath with boot/belt clip 
2,000 years of experience can 't be wrong! 

URBAN 
HUNTER 
$39.95 

URBAN 
SHI V 
$3 7.95 

Dropped point, utility hunter The ul t imate, 
with unsharpened false edge. ultra·lightweight 
• Both knives 6 'h" overa ll dagger 
• Blade 21/2" • Weig ht only 2 oz. 
• Flexible, sta te-o f-t he-art , Uddelholm sta in less 

hardened to RC 56/58 
• Come wi th molded, quality lea ther universa l 

shea th plus mul t iple carrying attachments. 
- - - - - - - - ' MAil THIS Hl. RISK COUPON TODAY'' - - - - - - - • 

1 COLD STEEL INC. · 2060 KNOLL DRIVE SUITE 201 
I VENTURA, CALIFORNIA 93003 (805) 656·5191 
======DEALER INQUIRIES IN VITED=====i 

Please send the lollowing 

(ADD $1 50 POSTAGE/ HANDLI NG) 
CALIFORNIA RESIDENTS INCLUDE SALES TA X 

I MONEY ORDER I CHECK ENCLOSED $ __ _ 
CHARGE TO MY : , VISA ' MASTER CARil 

(LI ST ALL NUMBERS ON YOUR CREDIT CARDI 

NAME 
{PLEASE PRIN T! 

ADDRESS 

CITY 

STATE/ ZIP 

(EXPIRATION DATEJ 

sf 

• • • - • •• •MONEY BACK !LESS POSTAGE ! IF HOT SATISFIED•• • •• • - • 
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LEARN AT HOME IN SPARE TIME L YOU 
UN "PROs" TEL y 

TOP-FLIGHT G 0 DO IT I GUIDE YOU EVE'R 
WHAT TO DO, HOW T STEP Of THE WAY. 

,:: :.,. You'll see how to take apart and repair almost every 
well-known rifle, shotgun, pistol and automatic. We 
take the mystery out of ballistics. Show you how to 

smooth up actions, fit and repair stocks, rechoke 
shotguns, customize handguns. Includes 

bedding techniques, stock inletting, fitting 

M 0 re•••' 
f\RS1 LESSO V< an intrease 

\M ~OU~ 1 ba\\tStitS that ~ramatitallY 
a setre 0 . euratY so LL &EG 
your ~~~t~JJ~ fR\EM~ii:~o oo \1\ 
~OU 10 SHOW 1HElll th w1\\ scarcely 
' shoot w1 witness 

1he men yo~ eyes when th•Y shooting 
belt••• the;1onallY impro•~~"e trouble 
your sensa('tou m•Y e••,~ seems \1ke a 
accuracy 't yoursell\l I your train· 
be\1e•1ng 1 t it's part 0 gun pro. 
mHac\e - 'Je , to becom1n& a \1 

As a "Gun Pro" trainee at North American 

drop and pitch. Learn what the experts know 
about reloading. Special section on black 
powder guns. How to buy and se ll new and 
used guns for profits. 

· ng on the waY the simple •PP 
' do 1t 1s formation 
The waY yo~evea\ing new ,'~ exp\a1ned 
cation ol g ballistics th•~erstand chart 
concern1n \e easy.to un f st \esson 
with a s1m'P ;n1es your ir \e of the 
that a~coi:nP ust one exam'P n secrets 
And this IS n~1de tips and g~u as you 
dozens 0

111 ~e re•ealed to lin& course 

WE SHOW YOU HOW TO APPLY FOR A FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE 
If you qualify otherwise, you may 

obtain a Federal License to buy and 
sell guns, ammunition and accessories 
without inventory ... while you are 
still a student at North American. 

This means you can begin making ex­
tra cash almost immediately - order­
ing guns for others on a cost-plus 
basis. It also helps you get started to­
ward a business of your own ... if that 

that w1 gh th!S ext 
progress throu 

Everything Explained in 
Easy-to-Understand Language 
so Even a Beginner Can Follow 
Explanations include pho tos, diagrams, 
drawings and charts. We send you all the 
tools you need so you actually learn by doing 
as you follow the lessons. You receive catalogs, 
bargain bulletins, requirements for Federal 
Firearms License. 

You get precision gauges, fine 
---~ gunsmith's screwdrivers, honing 

stones. checkering tools, pull and 
... drop gauge, plus much, much more. FIRST FOLD HERE 

is what you want after you graduate. ---..;:...i 

GUNS ARE BIG BUSINESS. Gun repair, custom ammo-making, 
sporterizing, custom stocking, sales-all are profit oppor­

tunities for the expert. Now, at home in spare time, you 
can learn the basics you need to become that expert. We 

do not know how many of our graduates have started their 
own g un shops, but we have letters on fi le from some 
who have. And we'll send you the results of a survey 

showing employment success of our graduates. 
Graduation from this course does not insure that 
you will get a job. To find out how our graduates 

have done, send for our job placement record. 
You get i t all! How to buy a nd sell guns .. . customize, 

repair a nd accurize them ... fi t and finish stocks ... do 
hand-loading . .. zero-in scopes . .. understand ballistics 

. . . restore a n tique firearms . . . use black powder 
weapons .. . impmt guns ... adjust chokes .. . and m ore. 

Because you study at home, you can graduate in months 
... or take up to two years. Your handsome Diploma will 
proclaim you as a " GUN PRO" when you p roudly display 

it in your own shop or at work .... FIRST FOLD HERE 
~~~~-~~-

-.~~1-

GUN REPAIR, BALLISTICS, SHOOTING 
SKILLS, REVEALED TO YOU BY EXPERTS 

Gives you a good start toward going Into your 
own business or applying for a Job In a 
gun shop. 

GUN SALES andMUCH,MUCHMORE 

MEAN PROFITS FOR REPAIRMEN 
There are more than 20 million hunters plus 
more millions of target shooters, gun collectors and 
owners in the U.S. APPROVED FOR VETERANS 
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FOR MINl-14* 
11QUICK-Cl/CKER11 

Now . . . Model SAS 1450 
replaces factory punch pins with windage 
and elevation screws and pins to 
give accurate "clicker" adjust· 
ment with a coin or 
screwdriver. Has 12 rather 
than 4 positions for improv­
ed accuracy. 

Other 
Quality Ram-Line 

Products 

Rear Apertu re Sight 
Scope Mount 

Slings 
Bipods & Cases · 

Flash Hiders 
Venti lated Handguards 

SIGHTS 

• 12, NOT 4 DETENTS • 
RAPID FIELD ADJUSTMENT • 

~OST-RAM CORPORATION 
Ask Your Dealer · or 
write for complete 
instructions and 

free catalog 

V ~ 2323 W. 2nd Ave . • Denver, CO 80223 

·A Registered Trademark of 'sturm·Ruger Co. Inc. 
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YELLOW 
DEATH UPDATE . . . 

Last month Jim Coyne reported, 
in a sidebar to his article, "Laos: The 
War That Never Ended, " entitled 
"Yellow Death in Laos," that the 
chemical sample SOF procured 
from Laos was the "carrier" agent 
for the deadly Soviet toxin T2 
(Trichothecene) known as "Yellow 
Rain." Coyne was recently informed 
by the State Department (which is 
collating information regarding 
chemical · and biological-warfare 
violations by the Soviet Union) that 
the sample SOF provided for 
analysis proved to have positive 
traces of a toxin similar to the T2 
found in other samples (collected in 
Cambodia). Evidence, including that 
provided by SOF, was presented in 
October 1981 to the United Nations 
group of experts tasked with in­
vestigating Soviet chemical-and 
biological-warfare violations. 

Because the analysis for T2 is di f­
ficult and time-consuming, and be­
cause no one really knew what they 
were looking for in the beginn ing, 
the first tests completed were often 
disappointing. However, as the field 
of possibil ities began to narrow, 
more attention and resources were 
provided by the current administra· 
tion to discover the answers , and 
more tests were run . 

For security reasons, SOF's sam­
ple was submitted for analysis to 
Congressman Jim Leach of Iowa 
without disclosing to him by whom, 
or how the sample was collected . He 
was told only that the sample had 
been recently returned from Laos. 
Congressman Leach was selected 
because he has consistently taken 
the Soviet Union 's use of chemical 
and biological weapons seriously. 

He was provided a portion of the 
chemical sample SOF procu red 
from °Laos, and he in turn handed it 
over for analysis to representatives 
of the Defense Intelligence Agency. 
The DIA, wi.th cooperation and sup· 
port of other agencies and depart· 
ments of the government, began an 
exhaustive series of tests aimed at 
determining what chemical or bio· 
logical agent was present in what 
was by then known as " the Leach 
sample" - the sample provided by 
SOF. 

After months of analysis, the re­
sults of the tests were disclosed to 
the involved parties so that a 
strategy of disclosure could be 
worked out. The "smoking gun" has 
been found . 

Test results of the "Haig" sample 
{T2 collected by various sources in 
Cambodia) and the " Leach " sample 
(another toxin collected in Laos and 
turned over to SOF) have proved, be· 

Continued on page 78 
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bureaucracy to become first Am­
bassador Extraordinary and then 
Under Secretary General of the UN 
in charge of Security Council affairs 
and disarmament issues. 

He defeqted three years ago but 
until recently had talked to no one 
except the CIA and FBI. 

Besides his " unrelieved non­
sense" comment on Afghanistan , 
Shevchenko says that the Soviet in­
vasion had nothing to do with petro­
politics or a Russian hunger for a 
warm-water port. The real reason, he 
says, was that Afghan communists 
had become badly fragmented and 
the pro-Chinese faction was gaining 
power. Such a flanking movement, 
he said , could not be tolerated . The 
Soviets, he added, felt they had to 
go in, but in so doing made a tactical 
error in that they did l!Ot realize they 
would have to employ regular troops 
to fight the anti-communist in­
surgents. 

Regarding the Soviet mission to 
the UN, Shevchenko said there are 
some 800 personnel there and half 
of these ar(;l either KGB or military 
intelligence agents. 

On other matters, Shevchenko 
said U.S. interpretation of Russian 
disinformation activities is exactly 
right: "That 's just the way tre 
Soviets do it." · 

However, he added, U.S. esti­
mates of a timetable. for taking over 
the world is absurd : "The Soviet for­
eign ministry doesn't know what it 
will do next month." 

CoRREcnoN .. . 
In the November '81 issue of SOF, 

on p. 59, we reported that Col. David 
Lownds received the Medal of Honor 
for directing defense of the Khe 
Sahn combat base while serving as 
commanding officer · of the 26th 
Marine Regiment. He did not. He 
received the Navy Cross, th~ 
Marines' second highest decoration 
for valor. 

BARNETT CROSSBOWS 

"THE 
ME.DIAEVAL SPORT 

OF TOMORROW" 
Magnum Power to 175 lbs. draw. 

Several models including 
self-cocking' COMMANDO ' 

Send S2.00 for catalog 
to the WORLD'S LARGEST 

MANUFACTURER OF CROSSBOWS. 

t_='._ i!l 11rnr11 i i 11lrrnnti1111 n l ll n r. 

Dept. S.F. 125 Runnels St.. P.O. Box 226 
Port Huron. Michigan 48060 

Tel : (3 13) 985-4170 
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PMRS ·TRAINING 
The 1st Airborne, Ltd., of Shreveport, La., has agreed to provide a special air­

borne training course for Parachute Medical Rescue Service (PMRS) Emergency 
Volunteers at Natchitoches, La., 16-18 April 1982. The course will consist of 
complete prejump training and one jump - more if time and weather permit. For 
experienced jumpers, there will be a jump refresher course and one (or more) 
jumps, and training by PMRS p~rsonnel on emergency medical and rescue tech­
niques. PMRS Emergency Volunteers who successfully complete the course will 
receive PMRS/ lst Airborne certification, which is a requirement for deployment 
on PMRS missions. 

The package includes lodging (rough) the nights of 16-17 April , meals from Fri­
day night through Sunday breakfast and transportation from Shreveport 
Regional Airport to and from the DZ. Transportation to and from Shreveport or 
Natchitoches is your responsibility. 
· PMRS Emergency Volunteers desiring to enroll in this course should cut out 

and send the attached form with a donation rif $175 payable to Parachute 
Medical Rescue Service, 1122 Edgemoor Avenue, Kalamazoo , MI 49008. If you 
are not a PMRS member but would like to enroll, please write us at the above ad­
dress or call (616) 345-0418 for further information . 

PMRS is an all-volunteer, non-governmental, non-profit disaster-relief organ­
ization "!hose president is Robert K. Brown, Editor and Publisher of Soldier of 
Fortune magazine . The 1st Airborne is a non-profit , non-governmental parachute 
organization composed of exmilitary jumpers and former members of the now­
defunct Airborne Division of the Confederate Air Force. Its commander is 
Madro Bandaries of Shreveport, La. For an account of the first PMRS training 
conducted in April 1981, see "Suspended Agony," SOF, October ' 81. 

PARACHUTE MEDICAL RESCUE SERVICE 
1122 Edgemoor Avenue 
Kalamazoo, MI 49008 

JUMP SCHOOL APPLICATION 

Name _____ ___________ Sex __ Birth Date ___ _ 

Street------- - ------- Social Security No. ___ _ 

City __________________ State ___ Zip ___ _ 

Driver's License _________ Tele.: Home: ____ Bus: ___ _ 

Previous parachute experience? Yes ___ No __ _ 

If yes, de~cri~e : 

Previous military experience? Yes___ No _ _ _ 

If yes, describe: 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that I have no knowledge of any mental or physical infir­
mity from which I currently suffer that would render my participation in 
parachuting activities unusually hazardous to my health . I further certify that I 
understand that my donation of $175.00 is refundaple only if the class quota is 
filled or some incident prevents the class from beginning. Once I enter the class, 
the donation (which contributes to the training fee and expenses of !st Airborne, 
Ltd., of Louisiana) cannot be refunded . However, I may leave the class at any 
time prior to boarding the aircraft, waiving all rights to a refund of my donation . 
I enclose my check or money order, in the amount of $175 .00, payable to: 

PARA CHUTE MEDICAL RESCUE SERVICE 

Dated at _ _____________ this ___ day of ____ J98_ 

Applicant's Signature 
NOTE: Applications MUST be received, with payment, not later than: 

20 MARCH 1982 
Applications received after this date will be returned. 
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T-SHIRTS NEW from Phoenix! The two T-shirts below are printed front 
and back . The USMC T-shirt is yellow with red printing. 
Special Forces is yellow with green printing . Price is $7 .95 
each, plus $1.25 for postage and handling . 

$6.95 

PHOENIX INC. Plus Sl.25 P&H each 
T-shirt s a re a cotton / 
polyester blend . 

··~ 1a1,~· 
Ill 

RHODESIAN 
RA A~MY 

.Pat~MyAM! 

VUL 

front 

USMC 

front 

OPEC 

back 

MAllNES 
UT Ml Wlll 11111 

llWITS lllil MlllllS, 

Oii ru Blllll Yllllll 
DAMll llJTS DOWll 

~ 

back 

SPECIAL FORCES 

SOLDllEll OP' 
f'OllTUNIE • SOlJrHEtXST 

•• 
.,..... nCKA.-a 
LO\IDl'$SYCllOIC[ 

KSUJ1ltQ •Y NOFD..01' 

DEATH 

PALEH 

MERCENARIES 
00 IT FOR 
PROFIT 

SEA i\Sl/\ 

,-~ . · CAMOSW 

MERC 
Cammo Sweatshirt $2 6 .95 
w/ hood. zipper, $ 1.50 postage 
and handling 
Cammo T·Shlrt $8 .95 
S J.25 postage and handling 

PATCH Sl.75 

THE TEKNA KNIFE Weight is 5 oz.; overa ll length is 7 1/2 
inch es with t/4 -inch -th ick-sta inless bla de h aving a 
Rockwell hardness of 57-59. The shea th is ABS pla stic in­
jection m oulde d with a spring-loaded one-ha nded ambi­
dextrous thumb release . The s tra ps a re velcro with a uto­
spring-loaded·t ens ioning buckle. 534 .9 5 plus Sl.'25 P&H. 

80 SOLIHEll 01' l' Oll'l'UNE 

SOF Mug 
$6.95 

plus $ 1.25 
P&H 

SOF 
Ashtray 
$3 .25 

plus Sl.00 
P &H 

SOF Binders 
holds 12 

issues eac h 
$7.9 5 

SPECS 

SOF Belt Buckle 

___,...,. 
$6 .95 plus $1.00 p&h 

New! SOF Decal 
T ERR 

AIRBORNE 

ABN 

DEATH FROM ABOVE S.50 each 

PHOENIX, INC. De pt. 282 , P .O. Box 687, Boulder, CO 80306 

OVERSEAS ORDERS ADD 30 % COLO. RESIDENTS ADD 3 % 

ITEM OUANTiTY 

VISA & M.C. accepted 

CARD ' : 

SIZE 
S,M,l ,Xl 

CAMMO T-SHIRT 
S·SLEEVE L·SLEEVE 

l'XP.: ----------- --
TOTAL PRICES 

EXTENDED 
PRICE 

CITY ___________ STATE __ ZIP ___ _ 
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No. 1-SUMMER '75: U.S. Vietnam Vets Attempt To Fight For Saigon; CIA 
Assassination Of Trujillo; Col. Hoare & His Meres in Angola. 
No. 2-SPRING '76: War In Angola; Special Forces Desert Training; Cuban 
Invasion Plot. 
No. 3-SUMMER '76: Hearst's PR Dept. Behind '54 Guatemalan Revolt; Mad 
Dog Callan: Mere Runs Amuck; Challenge of Deep Sea Diving. 
No. 4-FALL '76: Vietnam Vet First American KIA in Angola; SOF Inter­
views CIC of Rhodesian Army; American Mere in Israel. 
No. 5-WINTER '77: Ralph Thorsen: Modern Day Bounty Hunter; Terror in 
Beirut - An Inside Look At The PLO; SOF Interviews Sir Robert Thompson. 
No. 6-SPRING '77: SOF Recon: Action in South Africa; NRA Survival 
School; Paramedics in Guatemala. 
No. 7-SEPT. '77: American Mere Destroys Cuban Espionage Ring; SAC Er­
rors in VN Airwar Operation, Part 1; Rhodesia: "Castle Keep." 
No. 8-NOV. '77: South African Army Prepares for War; Israeli Defense 
Force; SOF Interviews Mike Echanis; SAC Errors in VN, Part 2. 
No. 9-JAN. '78: Africa Is Burning; A Professional Soldier Evaluates CIA­
Cuban Exile Ops; Freelancing In Cambodia. 
No. 10-MARCH '78: Bounty Hunting In Africa; Tet '68: American Media In­
terpretations, Ranger in Action in Saigon; Grey's Scouts Ride Again. 
No. 11-MAY '78: Meres ' Togo Assassination Try; Thai Army General 
Speaks Out; Cubans Torture U.S. POWs in Vietnam. 
No. 12-JULY '78: French Foreign Legion Today, Part 1; H&K Assault Rifle ; 
South African Commandos. 
No. 13-SEPT. '78: French Foreign Legion Today, Part 2; SOF Interviews 
Cambodia's President-in-Exile; Mike Echanis: Hands vs. Guns. 
No: 14-NOV. '78: French Foreign Legion Today, Part 3; ST-23 Fighting 
Knife; SWAT In Action ; South African Strike Into Angola 
No. 15-JAN. '79: Jeff Cooper's " Gunsite"; SOF Interviews Gen. John K. 
Singlaub; SOF Rides with Rhodesia's Armored Corps. 
No. 18-FEB. '79: In Memoriam: Mike Echanis; Dynamite Combat Custom 
.45 Auto; French Foreign Legion Update. 
No. 17-MARCH '79: U.S. Navy SEALs, Part 1; SOF Jumps With Con­
federate Airborne; Colorado NG Shows Regulars How. 
No. 18-APRIL '79: U.S. Navy SEALs, Part 2; Tommy Gun; Rhodesian Ranch 
Security, Part 1; W.E. Fairbairn: Grandfather of SWAT. 
No. 19-MAY '79: Rhodesian Ranch Security, Part 2; SMG vs. Pistol ; AK-47 
& Its Variations; Soviets Salute SOF. 
No. 20-JUNE '79: Death in the Night In Vietnam; Col. " Bull " Simons 
Engineers Iranian Jailbreak; OPFOR: The Friendly Enemy. 
No. 21-JULY '79: BATF Gestapo, Part 2; Combat Tracking Techniques; 
Fighting for Keeps; My Fight Against Fidel, Part 1. 
No. 22-AUG. '79: Mad Mike's Meres in the Congo; Saigon: The Toughest 
Beat In the World; My Fight Against Fidel, Part 2. 
No. 23-SEPT. '79: World Practical Pistol Championship ; Duel of Master 
Sn ipers; South African Motorcycle Troops. 
No. 24-0CT. '79: White Devil of Mozambique; Sidewinder SMG Revisited; 
Contact Lenses for Shooters. 
No. 25-NOV. '79: Chopper Jobs; Nicaragua: The End; In Memoriam: Col. 
" Bull" Simons; Return to Parris Island. 

ORDER FORM 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUES - $5.00 EACH 
(COVERS POSTAGE and HANDLING) 

Sftl .. l»IEll 
f)I~ 

l~f) ll'l1IJNE 

BACK 
I UES 

No. 26-DEC. '79: Korean Combat of Nerves; SOF Staffer with Border 
Patrol ; Zimbabwe-Rhodesia: State of the Nation; Strategist Plots WWlll . 
No. 27-JAN. '80: Stakeout: Rlzzo's Raiders; Field Gear Needs Face Lift; 
Cobray School. 
No. 28-FEB. '80: Shootout: .45 vs 9mm; Only U.S. POW to Escape during 
SE Asian War; Soviet Black Berets. 
No. 29-MARCH '80: Soviet Nuclear Plans; West Germany's GSG 9; Will 
New Volunteer Army Fight? 
No. 30-APRIL '80: Texas Airborne NG; Interview with Afghan Rebel 
Leader; Angolan Border Fire Fight. 
No. 31-MAY '80: Khe Sanh: No Dien Bien Phu; Kings of the Khyber Rifles; 
Beside Bokassa; Africa's Bushman Battalion. 
No. 32-JUNE '80: Vietnam Delta Ambush; Wolf Pack Skipper; RSA's 
Cuban Killer. 
No. 33-JULY '80: MGs for Rent; Vietnam War: Why We Went, Why We 
Didn't Win; SOF Takes a Dive. 
No. 34-AUG. '80: Gunfight at Fort Hustler; SOF: Contact In Rhodesia; 
Marine Desert War Exercises. 
No. 35-SEPT. '80: Assignment Afghanistan; In Cuban Waters; SAS Dares 
and Wins. 
No. 36-0CT. '80: Jihad in Afghanistan; Soviet Special Forces; Shot in the 
Heart. 
No. 37-NOV. '80: SMGs Find Home on the Range; Bringing Smoke on 
SWAPO; Stunt Pilot 's Pilot. 
No. 38-DEC. '80: Vietnam: Howard's Hill; Morocco's Desert War; Auger's 
Mlni-14; Beware Auto Sear Kits. 
No. 39-JAN. '81: Sharpshooting with Chairman Jeff; Anatomy of a Combat 
Knife; Cambodia: Journey into Hell. 
No. 40-FEB. '81: AK-74; Hanoi's Hit List; Recruiting Scams; SOF Conven­
tion Report. 
No. 41-MARCH '81: Morocco's Murderous Marauders; Cold Weather 
Operations; Escape & Evade from Angola. 
No. 42-APRIL '81 : Afghanistan's Winter War; SAS at War in Malaya; 
Betrayal in North Korea. 
No. 43-MAY '81: Sex & Psywar; Marine Recon, Part 1; SOF Staffer Inside 
Afghanistan . 
No. 44-J\JNE '81: SOG Special; POWs/MIAs in SE Asia; The Punch for the 
Crunch. 
No. 45-JUL Y '81 : Making War Movies, Part 1; Angola: The War The World 
Forgot, Part 1; Vietnam Experience. 
No. 4.6-AUG. '61: Making War Movies, Part 2; Angola, Part 2; Ulster 
Defense Regiment. 
No. 47-SEPT. '81: SOF Tests the Uzi; A Day With Nicaragua's Jackals; Red 
Trail in Africa. 
No. 48-0CT. '81: South Africa's Boys In the Bush; USMC Gears Up for the 
Future; U.S. Army Ranger School. 
No. 49-NOV. '81: The War in El Salvador; Our Man In Beirut, Part I; IPSC 
Nationals. 
No. 50-DEC. '81: " Rebel " in Rhodesia, Part 2; French Foreign Legion; 
Nightmares from 'Nam. 
No. 51-JAN. '82: Laos - The War That Never Ended; To Russia With Love; 
Leatherwood SMG. 

IENCLOSECHECK/MONEYORDERFORS __________________ _ 

0 #1 0 #2 0 #3 0 #4 0 #5 0 #6 0# 7 
0 # 8 0 # 9 0 #10 0 #11 0 #12 D #13 0 #14 
0 #15 0 #16 0 #17 0 #18 0 #19 0 #20 0 #21 
0 #22 0 #23 0 #24 0 #25 0 #26 0 #27 0 #28 
0 #29 0 #30 0 #31 0 #32 0 #33 0 #34 D #35 
0 #36 0 #37 0 #38 0 #39 0 #40 0 #41 D #42 
0 #43 0 #44 0 #45 0 #46 0 #47 0 #48 D #49 
0 #50 0 #51 

NAME 
ADDRESS 
CITY 
STATE ___________________ ZIP __ _ 
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• Pistol Training 
• Rifle Training 
• Shotgun Train ing 

CHAPMAN ACADEMY SOUTH 
CLEWISTON, FLORIDA 

Learn the Most Efficient and Practical Shooting 
Techniques ever developed from Ray Chapman, 
Combat Master and World Champion Pistol Shooter. 

For More Information or Class Schedule Call or Write: 

• Self Defense 
• Executive Defense 
• Police Survival 

CHAPMAN ACADEMY 
SOUTH 

Star Route 833 Box 195 
Clewiston, FL 33340 

(813) 983-6259 

SILENT FIREPOWER SURVIVAL 

HANDIER THAN A CROSSBOW 
Only 12 inches wide 

Uses 1 8 inch or longer arrows 
Can shoot standard arrows 

EVEN WORKS UNDERWATER 
Telescopic sights available 

Send $1.00 for Catalog and Information 

ELASTIC 
ARROW GUN 

TOOL 

$134.95 

with POSITIVE SAFETY 
200 lb. DRAW WEIGHT 

M & M ENTERPRISES 
P.O. BOX 64, DEPT. SOF 
ISLAND LAKE, IL 60042 

FLAK 

Continued from page 10 

20 Massachussetts Ave., Washington, 
DC 20314, (202) 272-0306, at no 
charge . Their files contain not only 
bare facts but often interesting trivia 
and newspaper clippings. 

Sincerely, 
Tim Moriarty 
Annandale, Virginia 

PERSISTENCE 
PAYS OFF ... 

Sirs: 
Wh en the book sto re where my wife 

wo rk s was transferred to a large chain, 
the new manager refused to sell SOF, 
because she thought the store should 
not handle " that so rt of thi ng ." She 
admitted that she had never read SOF, 
so I appealed to her sense of fa irness 
and loaned her two o f yo ur best, most 
scho larly issues . My wife joined the 
campaign by mentioning that SO F sold 
very well. T wo months la ter , a fte r I 
had helped th e manager move into her 
new apartment and asked persistent 
questions about the status o f the two 
issues, SOF was bac k on the store's 

YOUR WEAPON DESERVES OUR CASE 
#ARC - ASSAULT RIFLE CASE. Individua l magazine pouches, an d ac· 
cesso ry comparments to ho ld handgun. scope. biped, etc. Avai lable 
tor all assault rifles includi ng cotlap sabte stock models. Speci fy 
weapon. $60.00 

#SWC 48 SPECIAL WEAPONS CASE. 48 inch overal l. Excel lent case for 
an l i·sniper or scoped hunti ng rif les . Ext ra compartmen ts fo r handgun 
ammo. kn ives and accessories. Spec ify weapon. $60.00 

#SWC 33 or 40 SPECIAL WEAPONS CASE. 33 inch or 40 inch overall. 33 
inch for folding stock riot shotguns. 40 inch tor ful l leng th rio t 
shotguns. Extra compartments for 100 RDS sho tgu n ammo. handgun. 
etc. Spec ify weapon. $60.00 

#SMGC SUBMACHINE GUN CASE. Fit s UZI. Ingram Mac 10 + 11. Extra 
compartment s fo r six magaz ines. handgun. loader. etc. $60.00 

ALL ASSAULT SYSTEMS CASES INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING QUALITY FEATURES: 
Construc ted o f 11 07.. cordur a ny lon th at is super K-Kote wa terproofed. one inch thick foam paodmg com· 
p le tely surrou nds weapon. nylon th read used th ro ughou l and double s t1 tc t1ed at all seams. m1l 1t ri. ry spec. 
we lded b lack D rings and hardware. ny lon YKK zipper. 2 inch nylon web ca rrying hand le and detachab le. ad· 
iustable. pa dded sho ulder strap . All co mpartm en ts ut ilize velcro c losures. Uncondi t ionally guaran teed. 
Ava il abl e 1n Black or Vie t Nam Lea l Camouflage. Specify weapon . 

Master Card. Visa. or C.O.D. Personal 

A55Aut.::r~ 
checks held 3 weeks. Add $3.00 per order 
for pos tage. Canada and Hawai i add 
$5.00 for pos tage. Send $1 .00 for com· 

5Y5TEm5 ~ plete Assau lt Sys tems brochure, free with 
order. Dea ler inquiries in vited. Send FFL 
or business le t terh ead . 

826 HORAN DRIVE 
ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63026 MIS SOURI RE SIDENTS 

TOLL FREE 80 3 
OROER LINE 1 · 0· 25-3049 

1 ·314-343-3575 
A.SSAU LT SYSTEMS IS A SUBSIDIARY OF COMSEC INTERNATIONAL. INC. 
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PISTOL CASES. Three sizes : 10 inch. 12 inch. 14 
inc h. Foam padded. YK K zipper. lockable. lull 
open ing. black on ly. P10B $7.00. P12B $8.00. P14B 
$9.00 
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shelves . (U nfort unat ely, she never 
returned my magazin es and left a sho rt 
time larer. ) Persistent, friendly 
persuasion sometimes works. 

Sincerely, 
Dean S. Weingarten 
Madison, Wisconsin 

We appreciate readers requesting 
that newsstands carry SOF and 
working, as Mr. Weingarten did, to 
mak~ it happen. Th e Eds. 

A IR FORCE 
SPECIAL .. . 

Sirs: 
I'd like to commend yo u on your 

fine publication. I enjoy the man y 
articles yo u h ave published on special­
operations units in the U.S . armed 
forces, especially the MACY / SOG 
art icles (SOF, June '8 1) . But you have 
fa iled tq cover any activities of the 
U.S. Air Force elite, the 
pararescuemen, o r the special terrorist 
units of the security po lice. The Air 
Force has a proud tradition and some 
damn fine members. 

Sincerely, 
S. Sgt. Lawrence M . Gattie, 

USAF 
Columbus, Ohio 

See our article on the 
pararescuemen, or Pis as they prefer 
to be called, on p. 60 of this issue -
The Eds. 

GOLDEN 
DRAGONS .. . 

Sirs: 
While driving aro und, I spotted a car 

with a 25th Infantry Division st icker on 
the window. I tried like hell to catch up 
with guy since 1 served with th e 25th in 
Vietnam (2bn , 14th Inf. , "Golden Dra­
gons"). I would like to find out more 
about this association and I though t 
maybe yo u co uld help. I'd also like to 
make contact with anyon e who served in 

this unit from February 1968-69. 
Thanks, 
John F. Canning 
290 South St. 
Newburgh, NY 12550 

MAG 1 

COMBAT GLASSES. 
AS SEEN IN SOLDIER OF FORTUNE, SEPT. '81 

RECOMMENDED BY BRIG. GEN. JAMES CULVER 
FOR USE 

BY THE UNITED STATES ARMY 

s1995 
Pl us $1.50 Shipping 

O rder From: 
Combal Glasses 
1710 S. Hi llside 

Wichi ta. KS 67211 

LI MITED SUPPLYI 

• Durable nylon 
• Fit comfortably under 

gas and scuba mask 
• Waterproof 
• Non-reflective 
• Can be fitted to your 

prescription by any 
optometrist 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED 
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• canvas 
sheath 

SUPER l<NIFE SPECIAL 
Compare These Prices Anywhere 

6 
CAMP 
AXE 

: ~;iv:.~~::r:j(dle 
• Jl;l lbs. 

&nd $2. 00 for ctm1f>lete cotalog. Catalog frtt unth order. 

Plcue tend me_ lmife(1) at the Limited Time Offer Of 
· $6.95 each or $6.00 each in quantitiet of 3 or mcire. Add 
$1.50 po1taae for fint knife and 50 cenu fot each addi~ 
tional knife. Make checb or money orden payable to 
TIFFIN INTERNATIONAL 

Alabama residents add 63 sales lax 

Knives Avail.able (Enter number(s) desired) 
Qua.. . Quan. Quan. Quan. 

I 3 5 7 __ _ 

2 4 6----D 
9 __ _ 

Name _______________ _ 

Address ______________ _ 

Cily _____ Sla le ____ Zip ___ _ 

_____ VISA _____ "nASTER CHARGE 

Exp. Date _____ Card N umber ____ _ 

Signature _____________ _ 

Mail IO: TIFFIN INTERNA TIONAL 
P.O. Box 88/, Dep/. SF-2 Clanton A L35045 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 
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RANGER 
CAP 

(COMBAT CAP) 

CURRENT G.I. ISSUE 
WOODLAND 

CAMOUFLAGE PATTERN, 

MIL-C-1911G 

NSN8415-01-084-1685 
DOUBLE THICKNESS 
MA TE RIAL, WOOL & 
COTTON LINED EAR LAPS 

~~:3765 $6.50 ea. 
INCLUDE $1.00 FOR SHIPPING & HANDLING 

* SEND FOR OUR NEW CATALOG * 
o .o 00000 OF MILITARY AND SURVIVAL EQUIPMENT 000 0 oo 

NCBl)AC: MANUl=AC:TlJBING C:CBPCBATICN 
A PRIME US. GOVERNMENT CONTRAC TOR 

RO UTE 12 . B OX 12 4 
FREDERICKSBURG. V IRGINIA 22 4 05 US A 

IN VIRGINIA 703 - 752 - 2552 TELEX 89 - 744 0 fOLL RE E 8 00 - 3 3 6 - 2 77 7 

WALK IN SAFETY-DAY OR NIGHT 

- . .. ---. 

Safe, reliable and effective against 
attack by man or animal; just push 
button on handle and circuit con­
verts tiny current (supplied by 
standard flashlight batteries) into 
safe but HUGE voltage- a full 4000 
volts! Ideal for shop or tavern 
owners, waitresses, anyone need­
ing protection. Holsl'ers are top 
grain cowhide, saddle and harness 
leather, stitched. 

~ 
~:;;;;;12;,0rnO~OmVO~L~T~~;~ 

Rattlesnake Prod 

~ . ' I \\I is rechargeable. Made to mil-
~ ) itary specifications. The most 
~ powerfu l made, entirely safe to 
a. . user. Recharge on household 
~ current like Norelco shaver. 
~ Fully transistorized sealed con-
3: ~ struction. 14" long. 

"/I \" ORDER BY MAIL 
,I 1 ~ ' © 1981 SAFE TO USER 

FREEMAN ELECTRIC CO. 
303 Cook Bldg., Freeman, Missouri 64746 

12-lnch Shock-Rod $17.00 ( ) Holster for 22"@ $ 6.00 
Holster for 12"@ S 5.00 { ) Rattlesnake Prod @ $80,00 ( ) 
22-lnch Shock-Rod $19.00 ( ) Holster @ $ 5.00 ( ) 
NAME ____________ _ 

ADDRESS ___________ _ 
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HOW TO FIND 
GOLD NUGGETS 

ELECTRONICALLY 

1 

Finding gold nuggets or coi ns is now 
made easy with a new patented gold finding 
detector. Before with o ther detecto rs it 
was vi rtually impossible because of inter­
ference from black sand. This new detector 
is unaffected by black sand and can detect 
pinhead size gold nuggets at great range. 
Its maximum range is 17 feet. It is very 
lightweight and has perfect balance. O ne 
of o ur customers who had t ri ed f ive other 
makes and couldn't find a sing le nugget 
now reports finding up to si x nuggets in 
one hour with his Gard iner detector. 
Recently a 400 ounce gold nugget was 
found w ith a detector. Free cata log. 

GARDINER ELECTRONICS 
Dept. 11 • 4729 N. 7th Ave. • Phoenix, AZ 85013 

LEGEND 
Continued from page 35 

people had known what was going 
on, because there was a whole 
tunnel system right across the 
street from our house, but there 
was so much underbrush you 
couldn't see it. 

"Soon they asked for a volunteer 
to go back and take care of the 
wounded. I went and stayed until 
we were evacuated . Soon a doctor 
came in and we started plasma and 
stuff like that. 

"When we were evacuated, we 
were taken to the Special Forces 
compound for part of the day, and 
then we were taken to the hospi tal , 
which gave us one ward. They 
needed help, so all of our nurses 
helped 'em. What really amazed me 
was that there were North 
Vietnamese wounded in our 
hospital. And boy, did they act 
nasty. I don 't think they would have 
done as much for us as we did fo r 
them. 

" The next morning some of the 
people in our group thought we 
should go back to help the 
wounded in town. I wasn ?t too 

. crazy about it, but I thought, 'All 
right, if you want to we'll go back.' 

"I drove a Korean vintage jeep, 
rode right up and over barbed wire 
and kept going. Someone told me 
later we were fortunate the jeep 
didn't stop right there. The 
Vietnamese people didn't want to 
associate with us, because if the 
enemy came back they could be 
killed too. So we were there long 
enough to get some clothes and 
pack a suitcase and go up to the 
clinic. Someone said the.North 
Vietnamese were coming back -
get outta town. I never went back. 

"We got back to the hospital and 
I said, 'Let's go see Larry.' I 
grabbed one of my friends and we 
went over to intensive care and 
found him. I went to see him every 
day until he was evacuated . 

"At that time he proposed. I ac­
cepted." 

Dring said that wa~n ' t the whole 
story. "I was in a long ward, and 
most of the people on it were my 
people, what was left of the guys 
from Mike Force. A couple of the 
guys got together. They wanted to 
do something nice for me. 

"So they got an Australian go-go 
girl to put on a performance. That 
was when Becky showed up. I 
thought, 'How in the world am I 
gonna explain this?' 

" So I said, 'Thank you very 
much, but Becky's the one I want 
to talk to.' (I proposed to her on the 
medevac aircraft just before it left, 
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when she came up the ramp to say 
goodbye.) 

"My old Mike Force commander, 
Maj. McCarthy, came by and gave 
me a .45. He said that one of the 
guys we bumped off was a 
battalion executive officer [XO], 
who had an ops order that said the 
next target was the hospital. 
They'd already shelled it, taken out 
the pharmacy, a nurse and a couple 
of corpsmen. So McCarthy gave me 
his .45 and two magazines. 

" Along came a nurse major. She 
said, 'Oh, you can't have a gun.' 

" I said, 'Lady, this could be a 
very bad scene.' 

" 'Well ,' she said, 'we have these 
two corpsmen to protect you.' Two 
dudes, very nice people, white 
un iforms, helmets, flak jackets -
and one M14 with one magazine. 

" I said, 'Lady, about four 
kilometers down that road I lost a 
rifle company.' She thought I'd 
misplaced it. 

" I kept trying to explain what the 
word 'lost' meant, but I couldn't 
get the message across. I had a 
lanyard around my neck and I had 
that .45 hooked to it. 

"So I said, 'Huh-uh! I'm not givin' 
it up. I'll be very nice, but what are 
you gonna do to me, shoot me? 
Send me to Vietnam?' She got all 
upset. 

" She had another girl come in 
later and hit me with Demerol. I 
woke up without the .45, but I still 
had the lanyard around my neck 
and two magazines under my 
pillow. 

" For three days during Tet they 
couldn 't get anybody out during 
the daytime. At night, they'd orbit a 
C-130. The aircraft would come in 
- it wouldn 't even cut the engine, 
but come in , drop the ramp and 
they'd start chuckin' litters on. 
When the rockets started comin' in 
they 'd up the ramp and book it. 
After about three days they could 
bring 'em in in the daytime, and it 
started levelin' out. 

" I was up there for 11 days. 
" On a couple of nights, Becky 

and I went outside. It was just like 
'The Star-Spangled Banner' : 
'Rockets' red glare, bombs bursting 
in air.' It tickled me. 

" It was comical. The people who 
were bedridden, who couldn 't get 
out , had a mattress over them like 
a sandwich . The rest of the people 
were put under the bed. I just took 
the mattress off. If they were 
gonna get me they were gonna get 
me. The mattress was a bore. I 
guess I wasn 't the world 's best 
patient - although I tried to be 
nice, you know how ' legs' are." 

(To be continued.) 
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ID 
IN FULL COLOR · 

SEALED IN PLASTIC 
All States and Provinces 

• CUSTOM·MADE WITH YOUR PHOTO 
• USE ANYWHERE, ANYTIME FOR 

POSITIVE IDENTIFICATION 

$6 
If you want more Information send 25• 

A WORLD AT WAR 
"Bridge at Remagen" Parts I & II - stark com­
bat drama as Americans cross the Rhine. 
"Battle of the Bulge" From Omaha Beach, fight­
ing across France in 1944. (Total 11/z hours) 
CB·1 .... .. ..... . . .. .. . .. $89.95 
"Battle of San Pietro" John Huston's award· 
winning film of bitter fighting over a key town. 
"Battle of Salerno" Combat Infantry in the Italian 
campaign storm a mountain and destroy towns. 
"Naples to Cassino" Combat Engineers fight a 
raging river and the enemy. (Total 11/z hours) 
CB·2 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... $89.95 
"Breakout and Pursulf' Story of Operation Cobra, 
battling from Normandy to Paris in BO days. 
"Command Decision" Round-the-clock bombing, 
invasion of southern France, Operation Dragoon 
in action. Total 1 hour CB·4 . . . . $69.95 

U.S. & Canada add $2.50 shipping. Other foreign orders add 
$3.50. CA Res. add 6% Sales Tax. 
SPECIFY BETA OR VHS/Visa & Master Include Number & Expir. 

Send to: ARP CO. DEPT. S 
3349 Cahuenga Blvd .. West, Suite B·A, Hollywood, CA 90068 
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*" \N ••IVAL 5L1R• ..-_.-:-~:;i;,. .... 
""t:'e Official U.S. Air r.- ~ 
Force Survival Manual" 
Is a must for every out- . • . 
doorsman's survival - +- - -~ 
kit. Proven superior in global survival. 
Saved lives of downed USAF Piiots In 
hostile conditions worldwide. 

160 pages cover:• Instant Shelter and 
Food Includi ng V ital Edi bility Tests • 
Water • Clothing/Equi pment • First Aid 
• Signaling • Orientation (by sun and 
stars) • Fire Making • Survival Weapons 
• Hunting • Fishing • Trapping ... and 
MUCH more. 

Over 350 drawings, tables, maps. 
Easy to understand. A must for your 
f amily's survival during emergencies and 
the coming bad times! Only $8 .95 ppd . 

gE x tra coples- $6.95 ea. ppd . ) Clip ad . 
RDER SEVERAL TODAY ! 

World Wide Publishing Corp., Dept. AG1 
Box 105, Ashland, OR 97520 U.S.A. 

24-Hour Service • Moneyback Guarantee 

2 or mor• 
15.00EACH 

SEND $6.00, Name, Address, Sex, 
Height, Weight, Color Hair, Eyes, 
Blrthdate & Small Photo. 

CARDINAL PUBLISHING, DEPT. 489 
BOX 5200 • JACKSONVILLE, FLORIDA 32207 

PHOTO ID 
MILITARY & ASSAULT 

RIFLES 
H & K 91 , H & K 93, AR-1 5, CAR-15, AR-180, M1A, 
AR·10, FN FAL, MINl-14 F.N., CAL. MAC 10 
PISTOLS & CARBINES, COMPLETE LINE OF H & 
K, AR·15, M1A & MAC 10 ACC INSTROCK AT ALL 
TIMES, WEB GEAR, ALICE EQUIP., LRPRA­
TIONS. SURVIVAL BOOKS & SURVIVAL EQUIP. 

RANDAL FIGHTING KNIVES 

S.H.O.T. 
SURVIVAL HOPE OF TOMORROW 

Div. Of Nimrod Industries 
CALL OR WRITE ABOUT YOUR NEEDS & WANTS 

(516) 294-9070 
117 Mineola Blvd. Mineola N.Y. 11501 

10 page catalog $2.00, 
refundable with first order. 

We are proud 
to present 

a 
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ed­
ition 

of 
original 

AFR I KA-KO RP 
CAPS MADE IN GERMANY. These quality 

KHAKI coloured desert cloth caps are 
manufactured by a FORMER OFFICER 

UNDER "ROMMEL" Each cap comes with its 
own NUMBERED CERTIFICATE strikingly 

engraved. For Sport and Game - look 
smart . Act now while supply lasts. 

BRALL INTERNATIONAL INC. 
2082 S.E. Bristol, Suite 5 

Santa Ana, Ca. 92707 DEPT. B-10 
(714) 988·0528 

I'm enclosing 18.50 for Desert-Fox-Cap 
Shipping+ Tax Included 

Name . . ..... ... .. .. ..... . ... . .. . . 
Address ............. .. . ........ . 

City .... . .. .. ...•... . .... . .. Apt .. . ... .•. . . 
State .. .. .. .. . .... ...... .. . . Zip .. . ....... . 
Visa o Master Card o No .. . .. .. ... . ..... . 
Expiration Date .......... ... . . .... .. .. . . .. 

Signature ........ . ... . . ... . .... .. . . .. .. . . 
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Stdte 
The Holster g™ 
Orlglnally Designed 
for Mllltary and Pollce 
Is Now Avallable to you! 
The revolutionary new fold lock 
knife holster that needs Just 
one hand to use. Puts your 
knife, open and locked, Into 
your hand In a split second! 
Reholsters one-handedly, too. 
The Sting Is constructed of 

durable nylon and keeps 
your fold lock-knife ready 

for Instant use, safe and 
secure on your belt. Fits 

almost all fold lock-knives 
(closed). 3V2 • to 5". 

SEND $7.95 TO SF-2 
P.O. Box 490, Maltfand, FL 32751 

FA-LM .22 Caliber Magnum 
Barrel: 1¥•" 
Weight: 4'l's oz. 
Overall Length: 5 1/ 16" 

FA-SM .22,Caliber Magnum 
Barrel: 1" 
Weight: 4¥. oz. 
Overall Length: 4 5/ 16" 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

VIETNAM-CWS~ .. ~~-_'67 ~ t1· ~~~ ...... 
,~<:--~'{ 

·VIE'fNAM VE'l'ERANS • 
Order your jBUMPERSTICKERI and tell 'em you were there! 

Only $2.00 uch, plus soc P&H per order. 

V'Wh•n orderinf, plme be sure to include the~ of duty you 
mnd in'N1m. 

.,,, '"~ •,use r111r1ut1'8.LE • 

EsHIRTS 1 wllh 11m1 Info ind similar artwork. Only 57.00 each, 
plus SI.DO P&H pir order. 

Plme be sure to include !tl!!. ym and si11. (S,M,l or XL) 

COLE 
Box66J 
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HELP WORK FOR TH E RETURN OF 

POW/MIAS in Southeast Asia 
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To Help, Contact: 

Ann Mills Griffiths 
NATIONAL LEAGUE 
OF FAMILIES 
1608 "K" Street, N.W. 
Washington, D. C. 20006 

THAILAND 
Continued from page 43 

LUCY'S TIGER DEN 
by Alan Dawson 

It's a modest little p lace. especially 
fro m the o utside . where there's vir­
tua lly no thing to attract a drinking 
man away fro m the fleshpot-neon of 
Patpong Road just across the street . 
It 's just a shophouse wide. with "win­
dows" o f garishly painted plywood. 
and a sign tha t doesn't a ttract the 
average passerby . 

Alban "Tiger" Rydberg , holding copy o f 
SOG issue, with wife Lucy outside "Lucy's 
Tige r Den" on Silom Road in Bangkok. 
Many an Air America hand and SO G 
trooper have be nt their e lbows at 
"Tige r's.'' home of the brandy-flip and 
hobo beans and bre ad. 

But. behind the mild -mannered 
facade lurks a most unusual bar -
peopled by some of the world's most 
o utrageously colorful customers. and 
helmed by a legend : Tiger Rydberg. 

This is Lucy's Tiger De n . which is as 
he says. "Where a ll the crossroaders 
meet. " 

Take a look inside. as thousands 
before you have done . and you'll find 
it a p leasant bar . obviously a place for 
drin king men . Pictures. hundreds of 
Tiger's personal pictures going back 
practically to tintypes. take up most of 
the available wall space. The bar is 
long. the stools a re padded. and the 
fare is the best hobo beans. bacon . 
french bread and o nio ns this side of 
the Chattahoochee. 

Then there 's the jukebox. No rock 
·n· roll. just beer-drinking music. If 

SUPPORT 
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someone drops in a nickel (one Thai 
baht. actu ally) there's A l Jolson's 
" Mamm y ... or Merle Haggard 's ·'Okie 
from Muskogee ." or Glen Miller play­
ing " In th e Mood ... or an original 
Stompin ' Tom number . or a few by 
Slim Dusty. A litt le unusual. for noisy . 
raunchy Bangkok . 

The man who makes th is place go 
(and just for a minute take it as fact 
that it really does go) . the man who is 
almost everybody's friend. is T iger . 

H e's a 65-year-old ex-iron worker 
from Cali forn ia with no gut . and has a 
9-year-o ld daughter. The very suspi ­
cio us might take his init ia l glad -han ­
ding with a "good-to-m eet-ya·· grain 
of sa lt . but it takes only a few minutes 
to find out th at T iger means it. he 
rea lly is glad to meet you . And what's 
more. you ·11 be glad you met him : it's 
that infectio us. 

Lucy 's T iger Den is a- bar for drink ­
ing and talking. and there's no banned 
su8je-G!, (or language . as fa r as th at 
goes . a·iid it gets a bit blue some 
nights) . and there are arguments and 
even an odd bit o f personal vio lence. 
But. the ambiance (T iger kn ows th e 
word. but ironworkers m ck words 
like that) is just. well. good . Fight ing 
- even heavy arguments - just 
cloesn ·r fit. It is a place to enjoy. Being 
in there is like being a guest in a 
fr iend's house. 

Rydberg is a child of the depression. 
and o f prohibit ion . He liked one about 
as much as the o th er . and he's not too 
will ing to have reminders of either 
about him or his bar . H e works o ut of 
his pocket to a large extent. so . often 
as not. th ere's m oney aro und . An d 
never . never . wi ll an yone in T iger's 
bar be reminded of prohibition. un less 
it's in one of his end less . entert aining. 
oft en pro fane. and highly detailed 
stories. 

Like many o th er Am ericans. T iger 
got to Southeast Asia via Vietnam. 
when he went to Bien Hoa in 1966 to 
help put up th e U .S . A ir Force airbase 
th ere. He then worked in Da Nang 
and Saigon before visit ing Thailand in 
196 7 . In Thailand . he worked on the 
new. "secret" B-52 base at Utapao . 
96 miles south of Bangkok. for the 
Di-llingham -Zachery-Kaiser construc­
tion consortium . He. and men like 
him . built it. He was back in V ietnam 
with Pacific Architects and Engineers 
(PAE) by the yea r o f the Tet offensive. 
196 . and did almost ano th er two 
yea rs in Vietn am . The·n he " drug up" 
for East Pakistan to help build bridge 
on an aid project . He was th ere when 
Ind ian troops invaded at the encl o f 
197 1. a wa r from which the nation of 
Bangladesh emerged . 

I could tell you why every present 
and form er soldier. fl yer . oilie . con­
stru ction stiff . mere. ironmonger . cow­
bov. pipe layer or deep -sea diver en ­
jovs himse lf at Tiger's. But th e basic 
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ph ilosophy is told . in typical fashion. 
so we ll by Tiger himself that I'll let h im 
tell you . 

" Well. I got ru n out of East Pakistan 
when the war started in 197 1. I came 
here. went on a 54-clay dru nk . mar­
ried Lucy. sobered up to go back to 
bridging and ended up in th e bar busi­
ness . Y ou don't get over a 54-clay 
drunk in fi ve minutes. " he acids. 

'Tel never been in th e bar business 
before. but I'd clone m y share of drink ­
ing. Started in when I was 14 years 
o ld. and I was th e on ly one under 2 1 
who could drink in Duke Cutler 's bar 
in Oakda le . Cal if. Duke decided to sell 
his bar when I was 21. to Vern Engals 
and Cliff Moore of G illette. W yo . . and 
I go t to be good friends with both of 
them. V ern En gals gave me some ad ­
vice in 1937 that I never forgo t. 

" 'Kiel. ' he said . 'if you ever get in 
the bar business don't get anything too 
fancy. Throw saw cl ust on the floor . 
th at's all right. but have plenty of cold 
beer in th at box. Don't be sitting there 
with half a dozen empty li quor bottles 
on your shel f. have some booze back 
th ere. Keep some change in that clam ­
per. and don 't be ru nn in' everybody 
up and clown the street to break a bi ll . 
Cash those checks.' he says. 'try to 
cash all good checks. but if you're not 
going to do that . just do th e besf you 

' can . 
" An d I never did forget what he 

sa id . M aybe I've missed too many air ­
planes. but m y friends are some of the 
best peop le in the world ." 

T iger doesn't have sawd ust on the 
floor . but he sure took the rest of that 
advice to heart. The beer is the coldest 
in Bangkok. and if you want a shot of. 
oh . say. Yukon Jack high-proo f Ca ­
nadian liquor . T iger 's got that back 
th ere. too. 

Izzy Freedman . an ex -Air America 
chopper p ilot fro m Laos . now working 
in Indonesia on bigger birds for Bris­
tow A ircraft . tells his own illustrati ve 
sto ry . 

" A very good friend of m ine was in 
som e trouble earl y one morning and I 
called up Tiger first thing and to ld him. 
asked him if he cou ld help . T iger said 
he'd be over. and I hung up th e tele­
phone and started putting on my 
pan ts. 

" Just th en the doorbell sounded 
and I stumbled over . thinking bad 
thoughts about people who always 
both er you in th e midd le of a crisis. I 
couldn't believe it. there was T iger. He 
was puffing because he ran over to 
help my friend . 

"Tiger pulled out a wad of money . 
and said if that wasn't enough he had 
his business manager and his wife 
Lucy stand ing by to get some more if 
he called . 

" Now I'll tell you . parcl ner ." sa id Iz­
zy. " if you were in trouble . wouldn't 
you wish for a friend like th at?" 

~ . ;JI 
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COLONIAL 
SWORD 
CANES 

. .. as British as gin 

I' and tonic . . . as J 
' I

~ oriental as the 
carvings that decor· 

, ~ ate the sheath and l 
- ~ handle. No colonial 
' gentleman woul d 

have walked the 
s ~ reets of Sings· 
pore or Mandalay without 
his sword cane ! The 
cr~ftsmen wh o made 
these are about all gone. 
These are real collectors 
Items, carved from fa · 
mous shlsham wood , 
have stylized llon's head 
as top decoration. You 
can use these as sturdy 
walking sticks. Sword Is 

. good quality steel. Before 
• long you may not be able 

-~ to get theae at all. A great 
Y buy whlle they last at 

$24.95, we pay postage. 
Order by mail from: 

UNITED SAFETY SUPPLY 
Catter Box 310, Dept. HH 
Kansas City, MO 641 41 

Name ____________ _ 

Address ____ ___ ____ _ 
City ___ _ ____ _ _ ___ _ 
State _________ Zip ___ _ 
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NUNCHAKU 
Powerful, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 

Many times more effective than knives or c l ubs , 
even against multiple attacks. Whipping mo­
tion afforded by flexible conn ection between 
handl es y i elds many times the speed and power 
of j ust a st ra ight stick. Patented Swivel-Chain 
provides smoothness w ith ultimate s trength. 
Made of Jung le hardwood similar to Teak. 
African Rosewood models are finish ed in c lear 
laquer to show o f f their f ine red color. Both 
hardwood and rosewood models are very strong 
and hard. A l I handles taper from 1'1•" to 1" at 
connecting end. 12" l engths are most popular 
and give a l itt l e ext ra speed . 14" gives a bit 
more power and reach . 

Throwing Star That Sticks Every Time! 

OCTAGON Chain Style 
NO. 114 - 14 IN .. 15 oz .. Black 
N0.115 - 12 IN .. 14 oz .. Black 

Each 

$8.95 
N0. 102 - t4 IN .. 17 OZ .. Rosewood $11 9S 
NO. 103 - 12 IN .. 16 OZ .. Rosewood • 

:: 
ROUND Chain Style 
N0.120 - 14 IN .. 15 OZ .. Black 
NO. 113 - 12 IN .. 14 OZ .. Black 

Each 

$8.95 

- . ~ 

Traditional style· No knots ~howmg J t E P· tg; . -
OCTAGON Nylon Strung Style Each 
NO. 106 • 14 IN .. 12 OZ .. No finish 
NO. 107 • 12 IN., 11 OZ., No finish 

SEND YOUR ORDER TO 

$4.95 

BANKAMERICARD & MASTER CHARGE 
Accepted for order s over $20. Give number 
and expiration date. Sign order same as 
signature appears on card. PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARD ACCEPTED. Sorry. no 
collect calls MONEY ORDER or CERTIFIED 
CHECK assures prompt shipment. Personal 
checks are held for clearance. 

DOLAN'S SPORTS 
.ADD SHIPPING 

CHARGES 

Dept. SF, 26 Hwy 547 
Farmingdale, NJ 07727 

Orders under S 10-7 Sc 
$10to S20--$1.00 
Over 520 --S 1.50 

BULLETPROOF 
VEST 

Will stop the .357 Magnum, 9 mm and 00 
Buck. Meets and exceeds "Threat Level 
II" tested in accordance with the NILECJ­
STD-0101.01. Weighs 2% lbs. Fits easily 
under T-Shi rt. 

Front & Back Protector . .. . $150.00 ppd. 
Detachable S ide Panels ..... . $27.50 ppd. 

Officially tested by the U.S. Government 
Edgewood Arsenal at the Aberdeen Prov­
ing Grounds under the U.S. Department 
of Justice Standards . State height , chest 
and waist measurements. 

MA TIHEWS POLICE SUPPLY CO. 
(a division of David Matthews, Inc .) 

P.O. Box 1754 
M atthews, N.C. 28105 

88 soumm OI' 11ou-ruNE 

Box 33149-SOF • Indianapolis, IN 46203 

KAUFMAN'S 

:Commando Caps ·····-·····-...................... ... 
0 Commando Skull Cap - A favorite of Navy 

SEAL and Marine AEGON teams. Genuine GI; 
dark blue/black; 100% wool. This tightly knit cap 

,,.,, frts snug on any size head for maximum warmth 
0" ~ • on extended cold weather operations. Sides can 

' " roll down to protect ears ...... $6.251each 

O Aanger Combat Cap-Woodland Camouf~age . i;::>----Genu1ne GI. lalesl Army issue . Th is win ter-
weighl cap lealures lined flaps which can · 
fold oul lo keep your ears warm and tuck 
1n10 the hal when the wealher's balmy "" 
Sizes: 7, 7'1•. 7'1z. 7¥• ... . ... . . .. .. SB.75 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED Orders Shipped Within 24 Hours 

Add Shipping - $1 .50 !or firsl item: 50' per ilem therealler. 
O Camouflage Collection catalog featuring cloth . nell ing. 
clothing . bags . jackets and much more · $1 .00/ each . 

KAUFMAN'S WEST ARMY-NAVY GOODS 
Dept. A·315; 504 Yale S.E., Albuquerque, NM 871C' 

No one who has ever met Tiger has 
failed to be impressed by his memory . 
He remembers names and faces better 
than any politician . He remembers 
every incident , suit color , mood and 
nuance that he ever saw , and uses 
the m to tell hilarious stories. Dead­
pan. like W.C . Fields or Buster Kea­
ton , Tiger reels off his past experi ­
ences . 

As an iron worker , he put up iron all 
over the States and much of the world 
in his day . He remembers every friend 
he ever had , and can recite word-for­
word a poem he heard one time .from 
a drunken Canadian sailor when he 
worked on the Alcan (Alaska-Cana­
da) project near Prince Rupert, Bri tish 
Columbia , during WWII! 

Tiger's never been in th e military -
deafness kept him out - but here's 
"the right stuff," and what some of the 
most spectacular soldiers and semi­
mercs of his day think of him: Tiger is 
Bangkok commander of Post No . 1 of 
the American Legion , the Ward ­
Che nnault post registered in Shang­
hai , China , and "operating in ex ile" 
since 1948. Barry Goldwater is a 
member , and it's on'e hell ~fan hon or. 

"Hell , I'm no damned join er and I 
never was in the military , but CASH 
(C.A.S . Helseth, leader of the post in 
the United States) asked me to do it. 
Shanghaied me into it , I guess you 
could say ." Tiger recruits and raises 
money for the post by selling T-shirts . 

Tiger used to give away food every 
Friday night , on "Hobo Night ," as he 
called it , and a lot of ex-'Nam people 
around at the tim e, jobless , kept body 
and soul : going with Hobo Night . 
Nothing fancy, but all the spaghetti 
and salad you could eat , o r ham and 
beans , or whatever. He doesn't do it 
as often anymore. 

"Damned hippies ," said Tiger . 
"They found out about it and started 
comin ' in. I didn't mind that , they 
could eat for free and drink water and 
I'd feel good about putting some food 
into them. But they came downstairs 
(the feed was in the 'Hobo's Roost ' on 
the second floor of the bar) and drank 
their damned water and in terfered 
with my drinkin ' patrons . Had to close 
it up , the hobo's feast , 'cause of that . 
Can't have nothin ' interfering with our 
customers' drinking ; I learned that a 
long time ago , too ." 

Tiger doesn't drink now because of 
the diabetes that challenged him to a 
fight a few years ago and drew the bat­
tle. He doesn 't smoke anymore either. 
The most frustrating thing in Tiger's 
bar is that when he buys yo u a drink , 
you can't buy it back for him. And , 
everyone who's in S .E. Asia wants to 
buy him a drink. 

Tiger doesn 't drink , doesn't smoke , 
but he hasn't stopped living . The bar 
opens at 10 every morning, and 
around 10 a.m. Tiger's on hand 
waiting for the first customers. Be-
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NOW DECLASSIFIED 
PLANNED POLITICAL ASSASSINATION by Wil­
liam L. Cassidy. This previously classified hand­
book is the on ly professiona l study of planned 
assassination tactics ever produced for offi cial 
use. Planned Political Assassination was written 
by Wi ll iam L. Cassidy while serving as a consu l­
tant to a major international police organization . 
Thereafter. this landmark work was disseminated 
to the operations directorates of free-world in­
telligence and securily agencies where it became 
a standard reference . Cassidy 's brilliant analysis 
of assassination methodology was used by the 
Select Committee on Assassinations of the U.S. 
Congress to evaluate possib le professional in­
vo lvement in the Kennedy assassination. This 
manual has also been incorporated into security 
planning by the governments of Britain. Israel. 
France, West Germany, and by the U.S. Secre t 
Service. In 1979. a Central Intelligence Agency 
analyst stated. "We have only recently become 
aware of the actual methods of organized assas­
sination , largely through material developed by 
Cassidy." This new awareness permitted the CIA 
and other government agencies to unravel as­
sassination plots sponsored by Libyan terro rists, 
leading to the Apri l, 1980 expulsion of Libyan 
diplomats from the United States. The manual 
also played a prominent role in Scotland Yard's 
investigation of the assassinat ion of Georgi Mar­
kov, a Bulgarian defector, and several other. 
lesser known cases. Planned Political Assassina­
tion is a step-by-step, detailed presentation of the 
planning, management. and techniques of politi­
cal assassination as conducted by host ile intelli­
gence agencies and other o rganized forces. The 
handbook discusses definitions; national phi loso­
phies; operat ional management; intelligence; tar­
geting procedures; cover and security; operation­
al support ; and operational techniques involving 
orthodox and unorthodox projectiles; explosives; 
chemica l and biological substances; assaults. 
and environmental methods. S'h xB 'h". 

ISBN 0-86695-027-3 Softcover $12.95 

SOVIET TRADECRAFT. This is an exact reprint 
of an authentic Soviet intelligence training manual 
used to train agents for operati ons in the United 
States. Originally titled "Characteristics of Agent 
Communications and of Agent Handli ng in the 
U.S.A. ," by Lt . Col. Ivan E. Prikhodko. an espio­
nage specialist with Soviet military intelligence. 
the stated aim of th is manual is to examine, " . . 
questions of operat i'1g conditions in the U.S.A. 
and those facets of Ameri can counterintelligence 
tactics which affect our own agent commun ica­
tion and handling ." Topics covered are secret 
meeti ngs, use of dead drops, cou ntersurve illance 
techniques. use of cut-outs, c landesti ne use of 
the telephone. couriers . forming and handling 
agent networks, and recruitment tips. This manual 
was bought and paid for with a human life: the 
Soviet officer who gave the orig inal to the CIA was 
caught and executed by the KGB. lnterservice 
offers this exclusive ed ition in tribute and urges all 
serious students of intelligence and internal se­
curity to obtain a copy of this informative and 
coldly fascinating handbook. 5 'hx8 'h" , 42pp. 

ISBN 0-86695-024-9 Softcover $7.50 

THE HANDBOOK OF OPEN SOURCES. A re­
markable text designed to be used in conjunction 
wi th other open source manuals such as the 
CIA's Where 's What. The H andbook of Open 
Sources thoroughly examines the nature of in­
vestigation . types of information and sources of 
information. This could rightfull y be called the 
"Investigator's Bible." Everyt hing from wiretaps 
to informants is discussed in exhaust ive detail. 
Originally developed for police intelligence oper­
ations. this book treats the investigator and hi s 
sources; information at City Hall ; informati on at 
the Court House: financial institut ions as sources: 
public utilities. transportation and deli very com-
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panies; directories; state sources: federal sour­
ces ; com merc ial sou rces and miscellaneous 
sources. 8 'hx1 1" , 73pp. 

ISBN 0-86695-012-5 Softcover $12.95 

OBSERVATION AND DESCRIPTION. Th is ex­
haustive ly detail ed training manual was devel­
oped by th e legen dary Counter Intellig ence 
Corps to tra in spec ial agents in the all- important 
ski ll s o f observation and description. This is a 
t rue professional 's handbook, designed to be 
used in all facets o f the spec ial agent's work . 
Covers observa ti on psychology, descript ion of 
persons. identification methods, and the obser­
va tion and description of scenes and incidents. 
Designed to be read and re-read, this man ual is 
the fin est of its type we have (lver encou ntered. 
8 'hx11 ". SBpp .. i llus. 

ISBN 0-86695-022-2 Softcover $10.95 

"[Cassidy 's J classified mono­
graph 011 political assassina­
tion is considered a standard 
reference ll 'Ork. " 

- Soldier of Fortune, 
March 1979 

SPECIAL AIR SERVICE PATROL TECHNIQUES. 
We are proud to announce publication of the first 
and on ly authentic S.A.S. tra ining manual ever 
offered to the general public. To quote from the 
preface, the aim of thi s manual is to. " . record 
the patrol te.ch niques learned by SAS during 
operational service," lest they be lost to future 
generations of personnel. All the batt le-proven 
tips and techniques developed by the S.A.S. in 
Malaysia, Northern Ireland and elsewhere are 
co llected into one authoritative source. You will 
learn about personal equipmen t and weapons, 
si lent movement, camouflage, infiltration, evasion 
and escape, deception, the building of hides and 
much. much more. The Special Air Service Regi­
ment is acknowledged to be the finest specia l 
purpose fighti ng force in the world today, and 
operates under a strict code of silence. Publi c 
release of this exc lusive lnterservice edition is the 
so le exception and supp lies of the manual are 
limited . We urge you to act today. 8 'hx11'', BSpp. 

ISBN 0-86695-023-0 Softcover $10 .95 

UNDERCOVER OPERATIONS. This informat ive 
manual has been used extensively at the federal 
level to familiarize specia l agents and officers 
with the fundamentals o f undercover work. The 
text is detailed and the subject matter well ex­
pounded in eight chapters t reating preliminary 
investiga tion ; general characterist ics of the un­
dercover agent; undercover ident ity; official con­
tacts; contact with the suspect; precautions and 
possible pitfalls , and c losing the investigation. 
Undercover Operations wil l find an important 
place in the training library of state and local 
agencies. and in the priva te security profession. 
8 'hx1 1" . 23pp . . 

ISBN 0-86695-011-7 Soft cover $6 .95 

SURREPTITIOUS ENTRY by Willis George. A 
comprehensive book by the man who developed 
organized sa fecracking teams for the Offi ce of 
St rategic Services. This work det<1ils the evolu­
ti on of the American concept of surreptitious 
entry; a classic technique of espionage involving 
the unobtrusive co llection of sensitive documents 
from locked premises. Willis George wrote the 
training manual Locks. Picks. Clicks, Flaps and 
Seals for the OSS . but did not inc lude the 
background material which can be found on ly in 
Surreptitious Entry. The composition of entry 
teams and training tech niques are discussed. as 
well as met hods and procedures. This book has 
been used for training pu rposes by a number of 
agencies and forms an important addition to 
every library. 5x7", 222pp., illus. 

ISBN 0-86695-006-0 Softcover $12.'15 

THE HIDDEN CATCH by Charles Connell. Short­
ly aft er publication in Great Britain. The Hidden 
Catch was the subject of lega l cont roversy con­
cerning the reve lation of official secrets. All 
copies were recalled and the book was sup­
pressed. This is the remarkable story of Clayton 
Hutton. head of the little-known wart ime section 
which devised escape and evasion aids for the 
British secret services and the Royal Air Force. 
Numerous such aids are illustrated and a com­
plete account o f their development and use is 
presented . This book is regarded as a classic in 
the fields o f escapology, disguised devices and 
steganography. Sxl". 176pp .. illus. 

ISBN 0-86695-005-2 Softcover $12.95 

r-INTERSERVICE-LIBRARY-CARD ~9~- : 
NAME 

ADDRESS 

CITY, STATE, ZIP 
PLEASE RUSH ME THE TITLES I HAVE CHECKED BELOW 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED WITH EVERY ORDER 
0 Scientif ic Self-Defence 17.95 
0 An of Guerilla Warfare 6.95 
0 Partisan Leader's Handbook 5.00 
O The Hidden Catch 12.95 
0 Undercover Operations 6.95 
O Elements of Intelligence 9.95 
O Analysis & Estimates 10.95 
0 Counterintelligence 12.95 
0 City Fighting 6.95 
0 House to House Fighting 5.00 
0 Tradecraft Handbook 7.50 
D SAS Patrol Techniques 10.95 
0 Surreptitious Entry 12.95 

0 Street & Guerrilla Fighting 6.95 
0 Defence of Houses 5.00 
0 Defence of Towns 5.00 
0 Hands Off by Fairbairn 9.95 
0 Observat ion & Description 10.95 
0 OSS Field Manual 6.95 
0 OSS Weapons Handbook 10.95 
o Shanghai Police Pistol Book 7.50 
0 Art of Prowling 5.00 
0 Defence of Villages 5.00 
D Handbook of Open Sources 12.95 
O Political Assassination 12.95 

Enclosed find for books checked above. 

11 --=- Add $2.50 postage & handling, Calif. residents add .6-1 /2% tax. . , I I Visa and MasterCard accepted. Give card number and expiration date. or call • 
1011free24 hours. 800-227-161 7 Ext. 156. In Cal ,f. call 800-772-3545 Ext 156. 
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I 
! 
I INTERSERVICE PUBLISHING COMPANY, INCORPORATED j 

l----~::~~5.:,_8~~5437, ~A~~RANCISC~ CA!_l~~~!_ ____ _J 
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ADVENTURE 
QUARTERMASTER 

by John Met zger 

qUICK-DRAW 
COLD STEEL . .. 

old Steel Inc. has introduced a new 
line of knives with the concept of street 
survival in mind . The company's first 
offerings are the Urban Pal and th e Ur­
ban Skinner - push-style knives with a 
lifet ime guarantee . 

The Urban Pal has a suggested price 
of $36. It is a smail (3" x 1314" x 3/ 16" ), 
sturdy knife, hand-ground o f 440C 
stainless hardened to RC 56-58. Its 
unique handle and light weight (2 oz .) 
allow for concealability and quick ac­
cess. A universal scaobard is available, 
complete with forearm , key ring and 
pendant attachments. 

The Urban Skinner, which resembles 
the Urban Pal, has a price tag of $50. 
However, the spear-point blade is hand ­
ground fro m Uddelholm stainless and 
feat ures a fully-sharpened false edge. 
For a more secure grip, the Skinner 
features a shock-absorbing neoprene 
handle. 

For more information, contact Cold 
Steel Inc., Dept. SOF, 2060 Knoll Dr., 
Su ite 201, Ventura, CA 93003 . 

MILITARY GRAPHICS 
DEPT. 3 · BOX 228 

DUNKIRK, MARYLAND U.S.A. 20754 
Phone (301) 741 -5216 t 

M IGHTY 
MOUNT ... 

The B-Square Company has a new 
scope mount for the MI A and M 14. It is 
one of the strongest moun ts ever made, 
and is especially suited fo r heavy scopes 
and nigh t-vision devices. High-power 
sn.iper and vari able sco pes can be 
zeroed, as the new mo unt has bo th wind­
age and elevation adjustments. 

The one-piece mili ta ry-design mo unt 
will withstand repeated removal an d in­
stall at ion with zero change in sighting 
a'ncl almost no wear . The large , knurled 
attach knob provides tight clamping 
witho ut too ls and will not interfere with 
ejection . The MI A mount is complete 
with one-inch rings. 

Available from dealers for $49.95, or 
customers may order d irect fro m B­
Square (add $2 shipping) , Dept. SOF, 
P .O. Box 11 28 1, Fort Worth , TX 76 109, 
or yo u can call B-Square at thei r to ll -free 
number : 1 (800) 433-2909. 

~ 

WORLD'S LARGEST SELECTION of MILITARY INSIGNIA SPORTSWEAR 

T-SHIRTS 
RING-NECK · 

] .95 T-SHIRTS 
Sty le Body Color / Tr im 

8.50 SWEATSHIRTS 115° 
Co lo rs A vailabl e .. ________________ _. Wh it e, Blu e , Ton , 1. Lt . Green - Drk . Green 

2. Whi te - Drk. Green 

Colors Availabl e 
White, Blu e , Green, 
Gold , Gray, Scarl et 

,/ 

Masterca rd • Visa • Personal Check s 
All ow 4 Weeks for De livery 

MONEY ORDERS SHIPPED AT ONCE 
SHIPPING PREPAID FOR U.S .. APO/ FPO 

and CANADA 
OVERSEAS ORDERS A DD 20% 

FOR A LARGER SELECTION SEND $1.00 
FOR A COMPLETE CATALOG 

20 SOLDIEll OJI l'Oll'l'UNE 

G o ld , Green , Scorlet 

Specify Shirt Type • Color 
I . U.S. Special Fc.rces 
2. U.S.M.C. 
J . British Commando 
4. U.S. Mos ter Airborne Wings 
5 . U.S. Senior Airborne Wings 
6. U.S. Novice Airborne Wi ngs 
7. U.S. 101st Airborne 
8. U.S. 82nd Airborne 
9. U.S.M.C. Recon Wings 

10. Rhodes ian Airborne Wings 
11. U.S. Novy S.E.A .L. 
12 . Rhodesian Security Force 
13 . British Specia l Air Service 
14 . French Foreign l e gion 
15 . French Commando 

3. Wh ite - Blu e 
4. Lt . Blu e - Drk . Blue 
5. Gray - Block 

• Style • Insignia No. 
16. British Parachu te Reg! . 
17 . Bri tish Royolc Marines 
18. Woffen SS Run es 
19. SS Deaths Heed 
20. Scottish-Blockwotch 
21 . Viet -Nam- Ai rborne Wi ngs 
22. U.S.M .C. Drill Inst ructo r 
23 . 5th Specia l Forces Group 
24 . 10 l st Air Assault 
25 . Exp losive Ordi nance Dis posa l 
26. U.S. Army Range r 
27 . Special Forces · Spec. Oper . 
29. Rhodesian Selous Scouts 
30. Specia l Forces- Mike Force 
31. Devils Brigade- Airborne 

• Sizes: Men's S, M, L, XL 
32. 10th Specia l Fo rces G roup 
33 . Lu f twaffe Eag le 
34 . Rhodesia n A f rican Ri fl es 
35 . Lovet Scouts- Scollish 
37 . Roya l Scots G reys- Scottish 
39 . Iris h Guards- Brit ish 
40. Fallschi rm-Joger- Germany 
42 . ls! Ca v.- Airmobile 
43. Wild Geese- Airborne 
44 . Royal Scots Fusi liers 

123. U.S.M.C. Rifle Team 
124 . U.S.M.C. Seoul Sniper 
125. U.S. M.C. Served My Ti me in Hell 
132 . Military Police 
133 . Weapons Instructor 

AWARD CERTIFICATES: 8x11 in Color • Space lor Name/Rank/Dates 8.00 ea. 3/ 15°0 

C-1 U.S.M.C. - Force Recon 
( . 2 U.S. Special Forces 
C-3 U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. 
C-4 U.S. Airborne-Master 
C-S U.S. Army Ranger 
C-6 Special Forces - Jungle Expert 
C-7 Special Forces-Guerrilla Warfare 
C-8 Special Forces - Weapons Expert 
C-9 Rhodesian Security Force 

C-10 U.S.M.C. ~weap. Expert 
C-11 U.S. Airborne-Senior 
( . 12 Special Forces - Demolition Expert 
C-13 Rhodesian-Parachute Regt. 
C- 14 U.S. Navy S.E.A.L.-Weap. Expert 
( . l S Sth Special Forces Group 

C· 16 U.S.M.C. - Rifle Expert 
C-17 U.S.M.C. - Pistol Expert 
C-18 U.S. Army-H .A.L.O. - J.~ (J ._ 
c.19 U.S . Army-Rifle Expert 1t. 0

"'•
1r0 ., ... n:•~n .. ," ~ 

C-20 U.S. Army-Pistol Expert /;; .. i< 
C-21 U.S. Army-Auto. Weapons Expert >1 .. · "'< 
C-22 U.S.M.C. -Auto: Weapons Expert &,,~ ~ 
C-23 U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. ~Demo. Expert "~"'~~""'"'"il'' fiJ 
C-24 U.S. Army Ranger-Mt. Warfare Expert ...... "'_.._J;. 
C-25 U.S. Army Ranger-Jungle Warfare Expert 
C-26 U.S. Army-Long Range Recon Platoon 
C-27 U.S. Army-Airborne Path Finder 
C-28 U.S. Army- Hand to Hand Combat Instructor 
C-29 U.S . Army- Heavy Weapons Expert 
C-30 U.S.M.C. - Heavy Weapons Expert 
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ENTER THE NEW 

YOU COULD BE A WINNER! NO PURCHASE 
NECESSARY 

3-DAY WILD MOUFLON HUNT 
in Central Texas through the 
Courtesy of Wildlife Safaris, Inc. 
The winner will stalk truly wild , free-
ranging mouflon with a professional 

guide over 28,000 acres of rugged , scenic terrain during 
Spring 1982. No kill guaranteed ; hard work and a fair 
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RIGNATIEV 
•MERICANS who follow such things 
ft occasionally hear about the long 
arm of the Russian security service. Effi­
cient, powerful, cunning and ruthless, it 
strikes far more often than generally 
realized in the West. Its targets are 
defectors, tiresome leaders-in-exile and, 
occasionally, influential citizens of the 
Free World. One of its victims was a 
man I knew. He was not a friend, but we 
shared some wine and bread occasional­
ly, as well as life-in-exile (on the charity 
of a foreign government), which formed 
a kind of bond between us . He deserved 
to die, no doubt, and there is a moral in 
his death. 

The Italian government maintains a 
refugee camp high in the mountains, 
near the Yugoslav border. It is a transit 
point for refugees from behind the Iron 
Curtain on their way to resett lement in 
the Free World. Nearly half the inmates 
are Hungarians; Poles rank second in 
number, then Slovenians from the 
border region of Yugoslavia , Ruman­
ians, Bulgarians, Czechs and the occa­
sional Albanian - a cross-section from 
the comm unist nations of Europe. East 
Germans and Russians are rare birds in 
the camp: East Germans are automa­
tically admitted to West Germany with 
fu ll citizenship, and the Russians are too 
well-guarded to defect. 

When I was an inmate in the early 
'70s, lgnatiev was the on ly Russian. He 
was in his early 40s, tall, with a heavy 
Slavic face and incredibly blue eyes. 
Although some of the women found him 
attractive, he was generally detested. 
After a ll , he represented Russia, the op­
pressor of our countries. 

Russian domination was the reason 
most of us chose exile: Russia sent the 
tanks into Hungary and Czechoslova­
kia; Russian troops murdered 15,000 
Polish officers in the Katyn forest; Rus­
sian sold iers raped and plundered 
Eastern Europe from the Baltic to the 
Black Sea - and lgnatiev, exi le or not, 
was still a Russian. 

I was not too keen on him either, but 
my perverse curiosity prevailed . Just as 
other people collect stamps, coins or 
garter belts, I collect personalities. If I 
find a man or woman interesting, I do 
my best to find out what makes him or 
her tick. I have a hell of a collect ion , 
from hookers in Rome and deserters 
from the Foreign Legion to the Greek 
Orthodox bishop of the Greek commun­
ity of Teheran and the deputy mayor of 
Helsink i. 
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Because I was working as an under­
paid translator/typist/ gofer for one of 
the camp offices, I met lgnatiev the day 
he arrived. He was extremely reluctant 
to provide the information necessary for 
processing his case. He was nervous as 
hell; he chain-smoked and perspired 
profusely. I thought it was the usual case 
of nerves in a new environment, the 
natural feeling of apprehension that 
comes when you burn all your bridges, 
sink all your boats and mine the ford 
behind you - but I was wrong. It was 
fear, a kind 1 have never seen before or 
since. 

I have been scared under fire; I have 
seen a man freeze in the door during air­
borne operations; I have seen a man 
glued to a cliff face , unable to go up or 
down - but lgnatiev's fear was dif­
ferent. It was fear of some unknown, 
nameless, faceless evil. He lived with it 
day and night. He was assigned a room 
all by himself, and he spent most of his 
time there, a lone with his fear and 
brooding. He appeared for meals, occa­
sionally went to the small canteen next 
to the mess hall for cigarettes, but he 
hardly ever talked to anybody. He never 
left the camp, and he was in his room 
before da rk. He was one paranoid bird. 

lgnatiev's fear was 
different. It was fear of 

some unknown, 
nameless, faceless evil. 

According to the information he gave 
our office he was a commercial pilot, 
captain of an Aeroflot flight. On his first 
trip to the West, he landed his aircraft 
and immediately left it with crew, 
passengers and KGB agents still aboard, 
and requested political asylum at the 
police station in the Fiumicino Airport 
terminal. After a couple of weeks he 
must have fe lt lonely, because he ac­
cepted my invitation of wine and filled 
in some of the spaces in his story. 

He was born a few years before one of 
the great Stalinist purges. His father , a 
highly decorated hero of the civil war 
and the Polish war, was arrested for 
"anti-Soviet agitation" and "slanderous 
remarks against the state" in 1936. He 
was duly tortured, tried and shot in ac­
cord with Soviet justice; the rest of the 
family was "resettled" in a remote cor­
ner of Siberia, where lgnatiev grew up. 
He learned and did all the th ings ex­
pected of a proper Soviet youth. 

Russia was at war, besieged on all 
sides by enemies, and needed everything 
her people could give. lgnatiev put his 
back into volunteer work; he was an en­
thusiastic Komsomol member, often 
praised and cited as an example, yet his 
father' s fate haunted him constantly. If 
a hero of many battles cou ld be arrested 
and shot for a few mistaken words, his 
son , who had never distinguished him­
self by remarkable deeds, was bound to 
follow shortly. He was afraid that he 
was going to say or do something that 
would be misconstrued as proof of his 
ant i-Soviet attitude, that he would fol­
low the many thousands to the prison 
camps. 

Purges were going on constant ly, and 
youth was not a mitigating factor -
even primary-school pupils were being 
sentenced to long years in special correc­
tive institutions. lgnatiev, with the 
burden of his father's guilt on his 
shoulders, could think of on ly one way 
to keep himself safe from the procession 
of the damned: He became the most ar­
dent communist youth in the district 
and, just to be on the safe side, he de­
nounced several friends and two of his 
teachers to the authorities. 

Short ly af~er the w&r, he was drafted 
into one of the NKVD (Narodny Kom­
misariat Vnutrennikh Del) regiments. 
This was the first sign that he was con­
sidered trustworthy: Only the "political­
ly mature sons of the proletariat " were 
a llowed into the NKVD. One of the al­
phabetic descendants of Dzerzhinsky's 
Cheka, the NKVD was purely and sim­
ply an instrument of repression. Its well­
trained and disciplined units were too 
lightly armed to compete with conven­
tional forces, but their equipment, train­
ing and organization were singularly 
wel l-suited to hunting down partisans in 
the occupied territories. 

lgnatiev was a clever youth , and by 
rhe time his regiment deployed in 
Lithuania he was a sq uad leader. 

In Lithuania, the proud, industrious 
population deeply resented Russian oc-
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cupation and the excesses of the Red Ar­
my. Realizing that the very existence of 
their nation was at stake, men and wom­
en of all ages , professions and social 
standing fled to the forests and organ­
ized partisan units to fight for an in­
dependent, democratic Lithuania. Un­
fortunately, the Russians were in a posi­
tion of great strength, and they set out to 
destroy all resistance with absolutely no 
restriction as to ways and means . 

The partisans were supported by the 
vast majority of the population; they 
were brave and dedicated, and they 
fought with merciless efficiency - but 
they stood alone. They were separated 
from potential Free World support by 
hundreds of miles of Soviet-occupied 
territory and by a hostile sea patrolled by 
the Soviet navy - and the Free World 
was not interested, anyway. Their 
resistance was slowly worn down by 
Russia's overwhelming strength and the 
indifference of the West. 

In Lithuania, lgnatiev saw his oppor­
tunity to distinguish himself; to collect 
so many decorations that he would re­
move the stigma of his father's record 
and earn Russia's forgiveness for his 
father's crimes . He threw himself into 
his work with great enthusiasm . His 
squad excelled in terror: They looted 
and burned more farms, hunted down 
more partisans and arrested more sym­
pathizers than any other squad in the 
regiment. lgnatiev was soon rewarded: 
He received a medal and was sent to a 
military academy. He returned to the 
regiment as a lieutenant and carried on 
the good work . 

I must pause here to reflect on a 
feature of Russian character. I have 
noticed it in most Russians, both hard­
core communists and reactionary exiles ; 
those who are likely to fight against Rus­
sians will do well to pay attention. The 
average Russian is convinced that 
Mother Russia has the mission of 
extending her munificence over the 
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peoples of the whole world, and those 
nations that resist should be dealt with 
severely. 

Once a piece of real estate has been 
trod by the foot of a Russian soldier, 
that land becomes Russian forever. In 
1917, even Russia's most idealistic, 
liberal revolutionaries and reformers 
refused to consider the liberation of 
Poland, Finland or other subject nations 
of the Empire. In Russia today, the man 
in the street is shocked at the notion that 
any nation behind the Iron Curtain may 
want out. In his view, Russia is doing a 
great service to every nation under her 
influence: She protects them, she pro­
vides them with unstinted assistance in 
every conceivable field and they reap the 
priceless benefits of Russian culture -
all Russia wants in return is loyalty and 
obedience. 

Mother Russia is never wrong. What­
ever she does is done in the interest of 
her peoples, and her peoples should 
realize this and be properly grateful. It is 
just and proper to put down national lib­
eration movements with force of arms 
because such movements cannot be any­
thing but the work of foreign agents and 
traitors . No nation could possibly 
benefit from leaving the protection of 
Russia, since they have already become 
Russian property. 

1 f a nation tries to rebel, it is trying to 
deprive Mother Russia of what is 
rightfully hers. The Russians have 
become a nation of missionaries, forever 
willing to spread the benefits of belong­
ing to Russia, forever ready to graft their 
social system, their government, their 
culture onto other nations. Colonization 
and imperialism are dirty words today, 
but they well describe Russian policy 
toward other nations. 

Mother Russia 
• 1s never 
wrong. 

Do not believe journalists' fancy tales 
that Russian soldiers were reluctant to 
fire on freedom fighters and peaceful 
demonstrators in Hungary in 1956 and 
in Czechoslovakia in 1968. These stories 
are pure hogwash, wishful thinking. In 
Hungary they were fighting an actively 
hostile population, and when a soldier is 
shot at he shoots back and asks ques­
tions later , if at all. In Czechoslovakia, 
the passive hostility of the nation led to 
very few casualties. 

Russian soldiers showed no reluctance 
to carry out any order to put down re­
volts, because the locals were trying to 

deprive Russia of her rightful posses­
sions~ and they had to be punished. A 
Russian will fight as fiercely in Angola 
or Afghanistan as he would in Moscow 
or Baku . He will be fighting for Mother 
Russia and her people, on Russian soil, 
no matter what the location or who the 
enemy. 

lgnatiev did not see anything · wrong 
with his actions in Lithuania, either -
the torching of farms, the deportation of 
entire villages to Asia, the torture and 
execution of suspected partisan sup­
porters. The public mutilation of dead 
partisans was a necessary measure to 
teach a rebellious people not to rebel 
against the benefits of being Russian 
property. He talked about his atrocities 
with righteousness and excitement in his 
voice, and he was proud of his achieve­
ments. The loot he accumulated was 
rightfully his because it had belonged to 
enemies of Russia, and the women he 
raped were the women of enemies of 
Russia. 

And yet I do not think he was a moral­
ly deficient monster. I felt sorry for him 
because, in his weakness, he turned to 
brutality and killing out of fear. To 
please and mollify the faceless, blood­
thirsty government of a bloodthirsty 
land, he chose to become an official 
muderer, but his fear of Russia's wrath 
did not disappear. 

In the last year of his service he began 
to fly small sailplanes, the first step for a 
pilot in Russia. Then he re-enlisted, be­
came a pilot and flew military transports 
until his discharge, when he went to 
work flying domestic routes for Aero­
flot. He was still constantly afraid. His 
wife, with the perception of most 
women, figured out his problem and 
planted the idea of defection in his 
mind. They planned and planned until it 
became an obsession with him. 

When he was assigned to a route out­
side the Iron Curtain, the terms were 
made clear: He would be flying the route 
only as long as he had his wife - as a 
hostage - safely in Moscow. When he 
broke the news at home, his wife took it 
without batting an eyelid. Sitting in the 
cockpit before his first takeoff for Rome 
while waiting for the ground crew to 
finish its work, he broke out the sand­
wiches his wife packed for him - and 
found her note, saying she had inc·urable 
cancer and was going to commit suicide 
while lgnatiev was on his way to the air­
port. He should do as he saw fit, but at 
least one of them should be free . 

He flew to Rome like a robot, landed 
at Fiumicino and turned himself in to 
the first policeman he saw. Instead of a 
mixture of grief for his wife and elation 
at his easy escape, his overriding emo­
tion was an increasing fear of Russia . 

About a month after lgnatiev's ar­
rival, another Russian came to the 
camp. An engineer , he had been in Lib­
ya or Algeria as a member of an as­
sistance program and decided against 
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going back to Russia at the expiration of 
his contract. He was shortish , fat and 
jovial, and he was accepted by the camp 
more easily than the gloomy lgnatiev 
had been , maybe because he had plenty 
of money and was quite free with it. 

The two Russians naturally gravitated 
towa rd each other. They were of similar 
age, spoke the same language, and were 
highly trained professional men. Vol­
kov, the engineer , bought man y drinks 
for lgnatiev - who was broke - and 
they got drunk a couple of times and 
sang melancholy Russian songs in Ig­
natiev's room. They played chess and 
dominoes. Then, a miracle happened -
lgnatiev actually left camp one after-
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noon! He went down to Trieste with 
Vo lkov, and some people saw them in a 
bar , sampling the local fire water. 

Neither of them showed up for break­
fast the next morning, and around 10:00 
the policeman guarding the gate started 
asking questions. Apparently, both 
turned in their mealcards for their ID 
cards when they left - as was SOP -
and at six in the morning the two 
mealcards were still in their slots. Their 
gear was still in their lockers, although 
Volkov did check out his money, nearly 
a thousand bucks, from the comman­
dant 's office . It was assumed that they 
spent the night in town, a breach o f 
camp regulations. 

Ignatiev was found three days later by 
some laborers. He had fallen nea rly 200 
feet to the bottom o f a quarry about a 
klick from camp. Volkov never turned 
up . There was only a perfunctory in­
vestigation . Medical evidence showed 
that lgnatiev was blind, falling-down 
drunk when he died, and it was assumed 
that he lost his way in the dark, stum-

bled off the path and fell into the 
quarry. It must have been a hell o f a 
stumble, because the top o f the quarry 
was fenced off to prevent just that kind 
of an accident. 

Volkov was assumed to have gone to 
France or Germany to seek speedier pro­
cessing of his case. No effort was made 
to explain why he left all his gear behind. 
The whole thing smelled uncommonly 
like a coverup of a mighty embarrassing 
mistake. 

Rumors and opinions were freely 
aired all over camp, of course. I had the 
benefit of a little inside information 
since I worked in one of the offices , and 
the picture, as I reconstructed it, is cer­
tainly embarrassing, mostly for the 
Italian police. 

lgnatiev must have known an interest­
ing secret the Russians wanted to keep, 
and Volkov was sent to take care of the 
details - and he did, in an admirably 
professional manner. He was the perfect 
man for the job: a friendly , gregarious 
personality whose fat body concealed a 
lot of strength . He was everything James 
Bond is not and as unlikely a secret 
agent as you could find. 

The Italian authorities held two in­
telligence scoops in their hands - a man 
with a secret worth the risk o f an inter­
national incident, and a trained killer of 
the KGB - and they let both slip 
through their fingers. 

God knows, lgnatiev deserved to die, 
but not at the hands of a Russian secret 
agent. If there were justice in this world , 
he would have been strangled by a cou­
ple of Lithuanians and his body thrown 
into the sewers. But I still feel sorry fo r 
him - no man should live in fear in his 
own country , when his only crime is be­
ing the son of a man sentenced and ex­
ecuted for a questionable offense. 

The truly guilty party is not Volkov -
state secrets have to be protected, and I 
wish we had a Volkov to visit Mr. Philip 
Agee . Neither is it lgnatiev, who turned 
to murder from paranoia. The guilty 
party is the social system that drives a 
man to commit atrocities in order to win 
approval, a social system that engages in 
social engineering without · regard to 
costs, that tinkers with the heritage, 
structure and economy of entire nations, 
that forces itself on superior civiliza­
tions . The butcher's bili for Lenin 's and 
Stalin's experiments exceeds 20 million 
deaths - not counting the losses in the 
world war - a figure that would make 
Gengis Khan or Hitler drool with envy. 
The guilty party is communism, and 
those who support it. 

A Ski Trip to Freedom 
by Adam Novak 

The Iron Curtain is more than a 
physical barrier that stretches from 
the Baltic to the Black Sea. It is also a 
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concept of isolation, a denial of ac­
cess to the outside world. It was in­
vented to seal off the captive nations 
of eastern Europe from the influence 
of the Free World - to keep out such 
ideas as freedom, democracy and in­
dividual will and dignity. It has been 
devastatingly effective, turning na­
tions with deeply-rooted democratic 
traditions into countries of listless, 
submissive slaves. Although it is 
cracking and crumbling in places, it 
still works. As a physical barrier, it is 
sophisticated in some stretches , with 
all the rings and bells of modern tech­
nology - sensors, trip flares, mine­
fields, machine guns with automatic 
trigger devices, the lot. In other sec­
tors it is somewhat dated. Many peo­
ple try to cross it, and many fail. I 
was one of the few who managed to 
pass through it a few years ago. 

I planned carefully . As a member 
of a backpacking club I was allowed 
almost free access to the border zone, 
enabling me to watch the movements 
of patrols for several months . I 
learned night navigation . I discreetly 
pumped every border guard I met for 
information on alarm systems, mine­
fields and the state of readiness of the 
troops - and I bought all the foreign 
currency I cou ld afford on the black 
market. 

After more than a year of prepara­
tion I felt ready. It was early January. 
Heavy snowstorms had deposited 
several feet of snow, the weather 
forecast promised more snow, and 
the calendar showed it would be a 
moonless night. I approached the 
target area as any law-abiding citizen 
should : sitting in a second-class car­
riage, wearing a bright-colored ski 
outfit, and carrying a bulky ruck­
sack. I was terribly nervous - basic­
ally, I am fairly honest and dislike 
taking risks , but this seemed the only 
way. 

I got off after dark at a whistle 
stop, shouldered my pack and ski s 
and took off down the narrow, unlit 
streets . My dest ination was an un ­
used shed, where I had hidden a bicy­
cle the previous week. It looked a 
wreck , with its dinged-up frame , 
patched tires, no chain and no lights, 
but was, in fact, in perfect condition. 
lt took me five minutes to put on the 
chain I carried in my pack, fasten on 
the brackets I had made for the skis 
and pack and secure my gear. In that 
part o f the world, a man on a bicycle 
is automatically considered a local 
and attracts no attention. Nobody 
gave me a second glance as l pedaled 
down the streets. 

Soon I passed the last houses of the 
town and reached the local cemetery. 
There were no gates; I could roll right 
in. Snow began to fall, and I hoped it 
would cover my tracks by first light. I 
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pushed the bike past the church and 
hid it in a hedge under some snow, 
before putting on my skis. The fence 
on the far side was down; I had no 
trouble negotiating the remaining 
pieces of stone and mortar, even with 
skis on. Beyond the fence, in a small 
wooded area, I broke out my camou­
flage coveralls. I had sewn them 
myself from white bedsheets. The 
hood covered my face up to the ski 
goggles, my mittens were white, and 
I'd painted my skis, bindings and 
even my binoculars white. I" think l 
was as invisible that night as one can 
get short of becoming transparent. I 
spent an hour in that wood, scanning 
the border, about 700 meters away. 
Beyond lay Austria. 

''My heart gave a leap 
- I was gliding over 

the minefield.'' 

Finally the patrol I was waiting for 
came into sight in my binoculars, just 
a smudge of indistinct shape and 
movement even through the excellent 
7x50 lenses, but I had seen them 
often enough - two men with auto­
matic rifles and a German shepherd 
on a leash. I was not worried about 
the men, but the dog required cau­
tion even at such a long distance . 
They passed slowly. Unless they had 
changed their routine in the past 
week, I had more than a half hour to 
make my move. Patrols are supposed 
to be unscheduled in time and route, 
but conscript soldiers do not observe 
this basic rule. A new commander or 
a busybody NCO was always a possi­
bility, but I had to take the chance. I 
knew that if I turned back then, I 
would never have the nerve to try 
again . 

With pounding heart , I pushed off 
and slid down the gentle slope . The 
wind blew from behind, a great help 
for speed and visibility. In a few 
minutes, I was past the bushes and in 
the cleared belt of the restricted zone. 
When there is no snow, it is a neatly 
raked strip of sand; tracks, human or 
animal, are visible even from a heli­
copter . In seconds I was past it, and 
my heart gave a leap - I was gliding 
over the minefield, more than a hun­
dred meters wide. The skis and the 
thick snow did what I'd hoped for: 
My weight was sufficiently distrib­
uted over a large enough area to have 
no effect on the mines, and the trip­
wires were buried too deep to do their 
job. 

With the minefield behind me, I 

crossed the patrol's path and reached 
the barbed wire. It was a IO-foot high 
fence with tightly stretched horizon­
tal and vertical strands. I could see 
touch-sensitive wires attached to 
several strands. This was the biggie. I 
checked my watch (! was ahead of 
schedule by a comfortable margin) , 
then whipped out the blanket , also 
sewn into a white bedsheet for cam­
ouflage. I threw it over the fence for 
padding, undid the bindings, slid the 
skis under the bottom strand of wire, 
and started climbing. It seemed to 
take a year; the pack was not heavy, 
but it restricted my freedom of move­
ment, and I had to be careful not to 
put a foot near the touch-sensi tive 
wires . Although I tore my overalls 
and lost some blood, the blanket 
helped a lot, as it covered the barbs 
on the trickiest section, the top. Fin­
ally 1 was over and coming down, 
keeping the touch-sensitive wi'res in 
mind. At ground level - or rather 
snow-top level - I had to do some 
fancy acrobatics: maneuver the skis 
into position so I could step into the 
bindings, while still hanging in the 
wire. The distance between the fence 
I had just scaled and the next one was 
only about 10 meters, but it was 
heavily mined: 1 had met a guy once 
who had gotten this far and stepped 
on one. I had no desire to keep him 
company in the nursing home for the 
rest of our lives. 

After what seemed an eternity , the 
skis were on. I retrieved the blanket 
and set off over those I 0 meters with 
a pounding heart: Mines are mines ; 
never mind the fancy theories . l 
reached the last obstacle, a fence 
identical to the one I had just negoti ­
ated. I had seen Austrian border 
guards on the other side, and I was 
certain that Austrian territory began 
an inch from my toes. 

The blanket went up, and then I 
went up, carefully stepping on each 
strand with a sensor wire. It was 
foolish bravado, of course, and I 
shudder today at the thought of those 
wires, which may have been con­
nected to preset machine guns, but I 
was younger then, and the tempta­
tion was too strong. 

W)len I was across, I buckled on 
the skis and took a few deep breaths. 
l know perfectly well that the air on 
the two sides of the fence was exactly 
the same, but on this side it held the 
heady scent of freedom. 

For the record, the sensor wires 
were not as effective as I had 
thought , or the troops were slower 
than usual getting out of their bunks. 
I had put 400 meters and a small hill 
between the fence and myself by the 
time the r'irst truck pulled up. 
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THE MERCENARY 
AND 

INTERNATIONAL 
LAW 

Adventurers Beware 

~S almost every member of the pro­
ft fession is aware, mercenaries, in 
general, are held in low esteem by the 
governments of most nations . There has 
been a great deal of confusion even in 
defining a mercenary. But, until recent­
ly, a person who involved himself in a 
foreign war as a mercenary - for what­
ever reasons - if captured, could at 
least expect the treatment accorded any 
pri soner of war. This is not so any­
more, and it's important for any pro­
fessional who might become so involved 
to know exactly what his legal rights 
are . 

First, though, how is a mercenary 
described in the la tter quarter of the 20th 
century? Various definitions illustrate 
just how difficult it is to capture the 
essence of a mercenary. For example, 
Webster's Third New International Dic­
tionary defines a mercenary as "one that 
serves merely for wages . . . a person 
paid for his work, especially a so ldier 
hired into foreign service ." The best 
known French dictionary, Larousse, 
defines a mercenary as "un soldat qui 
serf a prix d'argent un gouvernement 
et ranger," (a soldier who serves a 
foreign governmen t for money) . In con­
temporary American legal terms, a 
mercenary is "one who fights in a 
foreign war primarily for the payment of 
money. He is distinguished from the or­
dinary, paid soldier of a country a t war 
in that he has so ught to participate in the 
wars of others. He is distinguished from 
the volu!]t eer from a foreign country in 
that he comes, not from any conviction 
or belief in the cause for which he fights, 
but rather for the promise of payment 
for his services." 

These definitions, however, describe a 
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mercenary by what he does, not what he 
is. Even a synthesis of definitions - that 
a mercenary must be fighting for money 
and for a foreign government - is not 
really satisfactory. It would not cover 
the Hessian conscript involuntarily sent 
by his landgrave to fight for George III 
in the American Revolution. Nor would 
it cover most members of the French 
Foreign Legion, the Gurkhas in the 
modern British army, the International 
Brigade in the Spanish Civil War, the 
Condottieri employed by the Popes at 
various times during the Italian Renais­
sance - and most certainly it would not 
describe the "Crippled Eagles," those 
Americans who, for ideological reasons, 
fought communist-inspired terrorists in 
Rhodesia. 

However, since 1977, there has been 
an internationally accepted definition of 
a mercenary. This definition is accepted 
by the United States, as well as most 
other countries, and significantly alters 
the legal rights previously enjoyed by a 
mercenary. This new definition is in Ar­
ticle 47 of Protocol I Additional to the 

Geneva Conventions of 12 August 1949, 
and Relating to the Protection of Vic­
tims of International Armed Conflicts . 
Briefly stated: 
I. A mercenary shall not have the right 

to be a combatant or a prisoner Jf 
war . 

2. A mercenary is any person who: 
(a) is. specifically recruited locall y r 

abroad in order to fight in •. 1 

armed conflict; 
(b) does, in fact, take a direct part '11 

the hostilities; 
(c) is motivated to take part in th e 

hostilities essentially by the qesi 
for private gain and, in fact , 
promised, by or on behalf of 
Party to the conflict, mater i 
compensation substantially in e 
cess of that promised or paid 1 

combatants of similar ranks an ., 
functions in the armed forces r f 
that Party; 

(d) is neither a national of a Part) o 
the conflict nor a resident of 
ritory controlled by a Party to 
conflict; 

(e) is not a member of the armed 
forces of a Party to the conflic 
and 

(f) has not been sent by a State wh 
is not a Party to the conflict on , 
ficial duty as a member of 
armed forces. 

Thus , anyone who fights in a foreigr 
war in which his coun try of nationality is 
not a belligerent fits this definition. If a 
professional were to go to Afghanistan 
to fight with the Mujah ideen, he would 
no longer have any legal right, under in­
ternational law , to be treated as a 
prisoner of war sho uld he be captured by 
the Russians. Realistically , of course, 
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any professional captured alive by the 
Russians would either be summarily ex­
ecuted or paraded before television 
cameras (from communist-bloc coun­
tries of course), given a "trial" and then 
be executed - as was the case with 
Daniel Gearhart. 

You have probably already reached 
the conclusion that the internationally 
accepted definition of a mercenary ap­
plies to the·Cuban troops who are occu­
pying northern Angola to help the 
MPLA (Popular Movement for the Lib­
eration of Angola) maintain its hold 
over that nation. And, of course, you 
are absolutely right; however, neither 
domestic nor international Jaw is neces­
sarily logical. Stripped of all the legalese, 
the definition of a mercenary boils down 
to individual interpretation. As far as 
the Cuban troops in Angola are concern­
ed, they are considered by their sup­
porters to be socialist auxiliaries aiding 
the "peace-loving" peoples of Angola in 
protecting their freedom from the 
capitalist-financed forces who would 
destroy their "workers' paradise." 

Conversely, a professional, unfor­
tunate enough to be captured by the 
Russians involved in the rape of Af­
ghanistan, would be characterized as a 
foreign devil interested solely in private 
gain. If by now you suspect that most 
governments have a hypocritical and 
cynical view as to just what constitutes 
mercenary activity, your suspicions ·are 
well-founded. · 

Tragically enough, it was Gearhart's 
trial which led to the formal definition 
of a mercenary. Prior to June 1976 there 
was no such commonly accepted defini­
tion. And while a lot of countries did 
their best to keep mercenaries out of 
conflicts, at least captured mercenaries 
were given the same treatment accorded 
any prisoner of war . Daniel Gearhart 
was charged, along with Gary Acker, 
Gustavo Grillo and 10 British subjects, 
with "being a mercenary." The Angolan 
MPLA government accused them of 
partidpatin.g in theft , rape and destruc­
tion of property and of participating in 
armed actions against the MPLA. 

However, under international law or 
the law of Angola - as it then existed -
there was no crime in " being a mercen­
ary ." The MPLA government relied on 
statements and resolutions issued by 
various African countries which con­
demned mercenary activity. None of 
these statements and resolutions had the 
force of Jaw. 

The trials were held under the auspices 
of the MPLA, which held power only 
through support of Cuban troops which 
the Russians had ordered Fidel Castro to 
send to Angola . 

Gearhart and the other defendants ad­
mitted they had entered Angola for th-e 
purpose of serving in the armed forces 
of the FNLA (National Front for the 
Liberation of Angola), one of the fac­
tions fighting for control of Angola. 
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Although propaganda was put out by 
the communist-bloc countries to the 
contrary, the FNLA was as legitimate as 
the MPLA. Yet the Angolan court clas­
sified Gearhart and his fellow co-de­
fendants as "irregulars," and denied 
them protection of the 1949 Geneva 
Conventions, which specify the type of 
treatment a capturing nation must ex­
tend to their prisoners. 

Basically, even if a person does not 
qualify under the Geneva Conventions 
as a prisoner of war, he may still qualify 
as a member of an irregular armed force. 
Such a person is protected by the Geneva 
Conventions as a privileged belligerent 
as long as he complies with these basic 
prerequisites: 
I . Irregulars must be commanded by a 

person responsible for his subordi- · 
nates. 

2. Irregulars must have fixed distinctive 
signs recognized at a distance; use of 
military uniforms is sufficient to meet 
this requirement. 

3. Irregulars must carry arms openly. 
4. Irregulars must conduct their opera­

tions in accordance with the laws and 
customs of war. 
Evidence at the trial clearly estab­

lished that these concjitions had been 
met. The defendants were accused of 
acting under the orders of Holden 
Roberto, leader of the FNLA, and 
others subordinate to him, while bearing 
arms open\~ and wearing uniforms . 

No evicjence was presented at the trial 
to indicate that the FNLA acted incon­
sistently with the laws of war. 

Under international Jaw, a national 
government is bound to apply the 
Geneva Conventions as a minimum 
standard of law in civilized society, re­
gardless of whether it is a signatory to 
the documents. Gearhart and his fellow 
co-defendants were not punished for 
personal conduct of a wrongful nature 
- a member of any armed force who 
commits war crimes may be· punished for 
those crimes (as were the Nazi war 
criminals at Nuremberg) - they were 
punished simply for their status in a par­
ticular armed conflict. 

International appeals for clemency 
had no effect. Gearhart and three others 
were executed on 10 July 1976, and the 
remaining nine defendants were sen­
tenced to long prison terms. O'n this 
same date, Secreta.ry of State Henry 
Kissinger commented: 

"There is absolutely no basis in na­
tional or international law for the action 
now taken by the Angolan authorities. 
The 'law' under which Mr. Gearhart was 
executed was nothing more than an in­
ternal ordinance of the MPLA issued in 
1966 when the MPLA was only one of 
many guerrilla groups operating in 
Angola. Furthermore, no evidence 
whatsoever was produced during the 
trial of Mr. Gearhart in Luanda that he 
had even fired a shot during the few days 
he was in Angola before his capture." 

Until this trial, general international 
practice considered mercenaries in the 
same category as other combatants, and 
therefore entitled to be treated as such 
under the 1949 Geneva Conventions. 
This has been American practice as far 
back as the Revolutionary War and was 
reflected in American treatment of cap­
tured Hessian troops. The 1977 Protocol 
to the Geneva Conventions changed 
this, and the bottom line is that no one 
who is considered a mercenary can look 
to international law for protection. The 
Gearhart trial, which is considered in 
American legal circles to have been a 
farce, demonstrates this. 

No one can prevent you from Jiving as 
you choose, but just as the true profes­
sional is aware of the tools and techni­
ques of his trade, he should also be com­
pletely familiar with its political and 
legal aspects. More now than ever, the 
professional is going to have to depend 
on himself, his skills and his training to 
keep out of trouble. Before going off to 
fight, he needs to know everything he 
can about the situation in which he in­
volves himself. 
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However, by most legal definiti ons, 
the professional who is ideologically mo­
tivated may be able to circumvent the 
" mercenary" aspect of the Protocol -
if he is willing to enlist in the regular 
forces o f the party he seeks to aid. In the 
summer of 1976, I held extensive conver­
sations wi th o fficials in the Rhodesian 
civil government. I was assured that all 
of th e American citizens who were ac­
tively engaged in counter-terrorist ac­
ti vities were legit imate members of a du­
ly constituted milit ary branch of the 
Rhodesian government. 

All Americans who had chosen to cast 
their lot with the Rhodesians had done 
so fro m ideological convictions and no 
American was paid more than a Rhode­
sian troopie of equal rank. This very im­
porta nt point may classify a person as a 
combatant rather than a mercenary. 

My observations and interviews have 
been substantiated by others with ac tive 
operational experience in Rhodesia. Of 
course, those Americans who signed on 
as private ranch guards and in other 
civilian security work were not con­
sidered part of a regularly constituted 
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military force . However , their functions 
were primarily passive and defensive in 
nature. 

Thus, depending on the particular sit­
uation , signing on as a regular soldier/ 
sailor/ airman of a belligerent party may 
entit le a professional to prisoner-of-war 
status as a legal combatant. However, as 
the Gearhart situation illustrates, incor­
poration into the regular military estab­
lishment of a belligerent party is no 
guarantee that a mercenary will be af­
forded the protections granted under the 
Geneva Conventions. 

The question frequently arises 
whether or not an American citizen may 
legally serve in the armed forces of 
another country . The answer to this 
question is highly technical and I 
hesitate to burden the reader with too 
much legal terminology, but, briefly, the 
answer is yes - and no . The principal 
statute covering enlistment or recruit­
ment within the United States is con­
tained in Title 18, Chapter 45 of the 
United States Code. Specifically, 18 
U .S .C . section 959(a) provides that : 
"Whoever, within the United States . . . 
hires or retains another to enlist . . . in 
the service of any foreign . . . state ... 
as a soldier .. . shall be fined not more 
than $1,000 or imprisoned not more 
than three years or both.' ' 

In addition to the above statute, 8 
U.S.C. section 1481(a) (3) provides that 
any citizen of the United States who en­
ters the armed forces of a foreign state, 
without the written authorization of the 
Secretaries of State and Defense, shall 
lose his citizenship. 

This provision, however, must be read 
in the light of a Supreme Court decision 
which holds that an act of Congress 
(which the United States Code is) cannot 
divest a person of his United States citi­
zenship. 

A person may voluntarily abandon his 
U .S. -citizenship by swearing allegiance 
to a foreign power, but the Supreme 
Court has held that a declarat ion of in­
tent clearer than mere enlistment in a 
foreign army is required for an effective 
renunciation of citizenship . Therefore, 
despite assertions to the contrary, ser­
vice as a mercenary or as an active mem­
ber of another country's military 
establishment does not cause loss of 
U.S . citizenship . 

Except for a few test cases, the De­
partment of Justice has not sought to 
deprive American volunteers in foreign 
wars of their citizenship. 

The Supreme Court has indicated .that 
the provision in the Code is unconstitu­
tional - at least that is the present inter­
pretation . To my knowledge, no Ameri­
can citizen has been deprived of his citi­
zenship under provisions of Title 18 
merely because he served in the military 
forces of a foreign country . There have 
been, however, several cases in which 
U.S. citizens specifically renounced their 
ci tizenship and were never able to regain 
it. 

During internat ional negotiations 
there is a great deal of " horse trading ." 
The United States would have been hap­
py not ta have had an internationally ac­
cepted definition of a mercenary si nce 
defining something frequ ently makes it 
harder to deal with . Using our own 
American Revolution as but one exam­
ple, foreign-born patriots such as John 
Paul Jones, Tadeusz Kosciu szko, 
Kazimierz Pulaski, Frederick von Steu­
ben or the Marquis de Lafayette would 
fit the 1977 definition o f mercenary. 

However, fo llowing the Gearhart 
trial, most black African nations were 
extremely apprehensive on the subject of 
mercenaries . Original proposals by Ni­
geria, for example, would not have af­
forded any protection to mercenaries. 
Other Arab, African and communist 
groups initially thought the proposal 
meritorious - · until someone brought 
up the matter of Cuban or East German 
"advisers ." Furthermore, the Palesti­
nian Liberation Organizat ion (PLO) was 
anxious that its "guerrillas" not be 
categorized as "mercenaries." So the 
final definition was a compromise, 
which the United States accepted in 
order to have specific language incor­
porated into other provisions of the Pro­
tocol providing for the quick removal of 
wounded persons to hospitals and the 
granting of immunity from attack to 
medical-evacuation helicopters. 

Thus, under the Protocol as codified 
in Article 47, a mercenary has been 
stripped of the right to be a combatant 
or a prisoner of war. However , even if a 
capturing state does not extend prisoner­
of-war status to a mercenary, under Ar­
ticle 75 of the Protocol , persons who are 
in the power of a party to the conflict 
and who do not benefit from more 
favorable treatment, under the Geneva 
Conventions shall be treated humanely 
in all circumstances . 

But such noble words may prove to be 
of little comfort to anyone captured in 
the remote places o f th is globe where 
mercenaries are most likely to be en­
countered . 

Any true professional acknowledges 
that only the Western democracies are 
likely to adhere to the Protocol. The free 
spirit who signs on for a limited contract 
and thinks the conflict is going to be like 
a football game between the Miami Dol­
phins and the Dallas Cowboys - hard 
contact but within the parameters of 
well-defined rules - may have a very 
rude shock awaiting him . 

Your lifestyle is your own. Live as you 
choose . But when you decide whether to 
accept a contract or lend your aid to a 
group such as the Mujahideen for p urely 
ideological reasons, just be certain that 
you have considered all aspects of the 
situation, including your international 
status , so that your decision is indeed an 
informed one. 
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The War According To Dring 

S/Sgt. Larry Dring during a tour with 1st Special Forces in Okinawa carefully cultivated his reputation for always being out of uniform. Here 
Dring is wearing a Korean Special Forces uniform, South Korean jump wings and is armed with a M3A1 "Greasegun." 

LARRY DRING is one of those 
odd kinds of friends that one 

makes in the military. Before this 
year, I had seen him only a half 
dozen or so times, but there has 
always been a good feeling 
between us and I have been able to 
keep track of him through the 
years because of a Special Forces 
mafia network of mutual friends. 

We met in 1962 when he policed 
me up off the drop zone after a 
night jump in Korea, during which I 
had fractured my coccyx - or 
busted my ass, as they say in 
regular English. 

I was hurting, but not so much 
that I couldn't stop for a cup of 
coffee with him. I was a first 
lieutenant at the time and he was a 
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staff sergeant. He was a short man 
with a twinkle in his eye and an 
adventurous spirit. In the Army 
they usually call that being a wise­
ass. Not content to let me star with 
my brand-new jump story, he told 
me a wild tale of having been the 
minister of agriculture of the 
Republic of Korea for a brief period 
during the coup which installed 
Chung Hee Park. 

I didn't see Dring much over the 
next few years. We were both in 
the 1st Special Forces Group of 
Okinawa, but everybody in Group 
at that time was playing leapfrog in 
and out of Vietnam on six-month 
temporary-duty (TOY) tours. With so 
much coming and going, it was not 
unusual to be in the same 

company with a man for two or 
three years and never meet him. 

But I heard lots of stories about 
Dring . Once I saw him driving down 
Highway One on Oki in his jeep, a 
salvage model he had bought on 
sale, solid black with bumper 
markings. (The left one said DING 
and the right one DONG.) It looked 
like a military jeep - until you 
looked closely. The rumor was that 
he had ripped off a new engine for 
it in Da Nang, painted the box it 
came in OD, addressed it to 
himself on Oki , then run it over to 
the regular Marine C-130 for 
Kadena and sent it to himself. 

Later I heard he had gone to 
Officers' Candidate School (OCS), a 
story I found difficult to believe, 
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since I had never seen him in a 
correct uniform, and didn't know 
anyone who had. The Dring they 
were talking about was a legendary 
Mike Force commander (the Mike 
Force - Mobile Strike Force -
was an airborne-qualified reaction 
force maintained by the Special 
Forces command in each Corps 
area, with another at the Group 
headquarters in Nha Trang). By this 
time we were going PCS 
(permanent change of station - 12 
months or more) to Vietnam, like 
everybody else. In the Central 
Highlands (where Dring's Mike 
Force Company operated), Mike 
Force was composed of 
Montagnards, most of whom 
belonged to FULRO (Fronte Unifie 
de Lutte de Race Opprimee: United 
Front for the Struggle of the 
Oppressed Race), the Montagnard 
separatist organization, which is 
still giving the present regime fits 
up in the hills. 

This legendary Lt. Dring had 
gone home only a month before I 
appeared on the scene in the 
summer of 1967, so I figured I had 
missed him again . 

But the following spring, when I 
was information officer of the 5th 
Group, Larry Dring sauntered into 
our embarrassingly plush officers ' 
club. We were both captains . As 
usual , he was rolling - laughing 
and telling looney stories that 
always checked out. 

" Some jerk captain down in 
Saigon tried to send me to the 9th 
Division . I told him, 'Hey, in case 
you don't know it , sweetheart , 
there 's a new reg [which Dring 
made up on the spot], 460-12, that 
says if you get three Purple Hearts 
and volunteer to come back to 
Vietnam you can pick your unit. 
Well , I got five Purple Hearts, and 
if I don't go to Special Forces I'm 
gettin ' back on that airplane and 
goin ' back to the Land of the Big 
PX'." 

So they sent him to Nha Trang , 
where our adjutant, a man not 
noted for the flexi bility of his 
thinking, wanted to send him to the 
Delta. 

" Oh, no," said Dring. "I'm going 
to the 24th Mike Force Company. 
We 've been corresponding. We've 
got operations planned." · 

" I am the adjutant here, " said 
the ad jutant. " I make the personnel 
assignments. " 

" Well ," replied Dring , " you can 
cut orders for anywhere you want, 
but I am going to Pleiku to the 24th 
Mike Force Company. If you want 
me and the orders to coincide, 
that 's what you'll cut orders for." 
(Which he did.) 

A couple of months later I was 
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having lunch in the club when 
Dring walked in again . I hailed him 
over to show him off to some of 
my fat staff-officer buddies. We 
had all been on " A" detachments; 
most of us had been around for a 
while . Fairly often we went on hairy 
operations of our own , so we were 
not easily impressed by a standard 
animal act. But he impressed them. 

"What are you doing here?." I 
asked him . "I thought you never 
came out of the woods." 

He sat down and ordered lunch 
from a uniformed waitress . "Oh, I 
got some grenade fragments in my 
back a couple of weeks ago and 
forgot about 'em," he said. The 
ot hers at the table raised their 
eyebrows a little. "They festered , 
so I had to come in and get them 
fixed. Look at this. They sewed 'em 
up with wire." 

We looked and sure enough they 
had - but what impressed the 
staff officers was the fact that he 
was wearing bloodstained NVA 
underwear and an NVA belt. The 
way the American advisers in his 
company worked it, you· would go 
on a 30-day Blackjack operation 
with no belt but the one on your 
harness, and you 'd lose so much 
weight on those patrols that if you 
didn 't kill somebody and take his 
belt in the first two weeks your 
pants would fall off. 

Too much bush time - Larry Dring, who 
says " You have to keep smiling,'' shows 
Capt. John Dorf (left) and MSgt. Mike 
Magilliacuty way not to fire 81mm mortar in 
light moment at Camp Plei Do Lim near 
Pleiku. 

He started kidding me about Psy 
Ops, one of my staff 
responsibilities at Pleiku. "I'll show 
you Psy Ops. We got nine in one 
ambush on this last operation -

big infi lt ration route , everything but 
a yellow li ne down the middle and 
traffic li ghts - and buried them 
beside the trail w ith their right 
arms sticking out and a note in 
each hand reading , 'Surrender or 
die .' That's Psy Ops ." 

I agreed that that was more 
effective than a dozen leaflet 
drops. 

But despite his reputat ion in the 
field , I had never known Dring to 
drink, smoke, curse (except under 
extreme duress) or carouse with 
women . He spent hi s free time 
scrounging rice and c loth ing for 
the missionaries to give to 
refugees, whose kids called him 
" Uncle Larry. " 

That meeting was the last time I 
saw Dring in the Army. 

A year or so later I was a 
graduate student at the University 
of Oklahoma, having coffee at a 
table with a group of students, all 
of whom were either veterans , 
gimps or writing students. Most of 
us were two of those things - I 
was all three. 

I met an Engli shman named Rick 
Rescorla there . Rescorla had been , 
successively, a sergeant in a 
British Airborne Intell igence outfit 
on Cyprus, a London Bobbie, a 
mercenary in what is now Zambia 
and a recon-platoon leader in the 
Cav. At that time he was a student, 
and sen ior Tac of the 45th 
(National Guard) Divis ion 's OCS 
program. When I couldn 't top his 
stories with my own I started 
telling him Dring 's. 

It turned out they had been OCS 
classmates. 

I asked hi m, "How did Dring get 
through OCS?" I had no doubts 
about his bra ins, but I simply 
couldn 't visualize him in a hard hat 
and a pair of sp itshined booties. 
According to Rescorla, Dring spent 
most of his time giving weapons 
demonstrations wearing a 
camouflage jacket and a red beret. 

I had heard Dring had been 
pretty badly dinged up in Pleiku 
during Tet, been cared for by a 
missionary nurse and had married 
the girl. 

In 1973, when I was working as a 
corresponden t in Thailand , Vietnam 
and Cambodia, I went to Lop Buri, 
the headquarters of the 46th 
Special Forces Company. Lt. Col. 
Bill Radtke, the commander, told 
me I had just missed Dring. He was 
still a captain , st ill had his leg in a 
dropfoot brace (and was still 
jumping on it) - and his job 
assignment was Psy Ops. But Psy 
Ops was a cover for him (as it had 
been for me in a way), and he did 
his Psy Ops over the border in his 
old accustomed way. 
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When my book War Story came 
out , I got a letter from Dring asking 
for an autographed copy. Always 
ready to see an old buddy at 
somebody else's expense, I 
convinced SOF that he might be a 
good subject for an article. 

I scanned the airport trying to 
find a familiar face. I hadn 't seen 
him in 12 years. What would he 
look like? A 10-year-old kid in a 
khaki jumpsui t with a nametag that 
read " LARRY" came up to me. He 
wore wings and a fatigue cap. 

"Your name Dring , kid?" I asked . 
He pointed to the corner where 
Larry Dring stood, leaning on a 
cane, leg in a brace, wearing khaki 
pants, a Cambodian army field 
jacket wi th Cambodian wings on 
them and an Afrika Korps cap with · 
a CIB and Master Blaster wings on 
it. Same old Larry. He still wasn 't 
in the right uniform . 

Dring drove me to his home. He 
told me he was working on an 
advanced degree at the local 
university, after which he plans to 
make a career out of helping Asian 
refugee chi ldren adapt to American 
society. During the next two days 
nei ther one of us could stop 
talk ing. So brace yourself, friends . 
This is going to be a roller-coaster 
ride. 

He has two kids , both carbon 
copies of their father (God help us) 
and his wife Becky is one of the 
neatest ladies I've ever met. I 
asked them about the ir unusual 
romance: 

"It all started when we were out 
on Christmas. (We were over the 
border during that baloney about a 
truce.) I reported that we knocked 
off 10 of 'em on Christmas (the 
25th of December was just another 
day). They shot at us and we got 
happy and shot back. 

" Headquarters got real indignant 
about it and pulled us back in. It 
was a truce - they told us, but 
they forgot to tell the other guys. 
HQ said, 'Aw, ya violated the 
truce.' Blah, blah , blah, blah . 

" So we got back to the Mike 
Force in II Corps, and I had my 
whole company together. Maj. 
Justin McCarthy, the CO, said, 
'Hey, no other company is 
complete. Will you ask your guys 
to fill in?' It might seem odd to 
have to ask 'em, but we'd make 
deals - contract with them. (Most 
Americans never understood that 
we contracted for missions.) 
McCarthy said, 'Okay, you keep 
'em together for Tet and we'll give 
you a week and a half off.' 

"I said, 'Okay, can do.' We were 
ready. We had three basic loads of 
ammo in the packs. We'd been 
heavy on grenades (we'd ju.st come 
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As part of his "Psyops" operation in Cambodia in 1972, Dring rounded up a couple of South 
Carolina Interstate signs and a South Carolina license plate. 

from Bong Son , and the place is 
full of caves, trenches and ditches 
- all that stuff) and were carrying 
four frags and a couple of 
phosphorus each. I'd usually have 
the guys fill an extra canteen cover 
with five grenades and hang it off 
their belts to the rear; it 
compensated for the weight in 
front and I could s.tuff a couple of 
extra ones in there. Then you knew 
where they were. 

" On the morning of the 30th , 
about 4:30, 5 a.m. , they buzzed us 
and said , 'Hey, there's some small ­
arms fire coming from the vicinity 
of the POW compound .' (We were 
operating off the Military 
Assistance Advisory Group [MAAG] 
frequency - the only one I had.) 
Then they said , 'Do not - do not 
- take machine guns, mortars or 
rockets , because you're just go ing 
downtown. You 'll be back by noon. 
Maybe put a can of CS in your 
pocket, or something like that. ' 

" So we bopped down there. We 
went by the POW compound - no 
action, just POWs and a bunch of 
ARVN guys snoozin '. Then I heard 
what I thought was gunfire, coming 
out of the new Pleiku area. (There 
was the old section , and the new 
market section .) I had about 170 
tribesmen ." 

I said I thought that was pretty 
fat for a CIDG company. 

Dring answered , " I had a pretty 
fat company. I always had 
volunteers. I never had to go 
lookin' for people because they 'd 

come to me. The 'Yards wouldn 't 
go out with some of the other guys 
_:_ and I'd be out sometimes with 
almost two companies. 

"They 'd come marchin ' in in 
platoon formation ," he said , 
explaining they were members of 
FULRO, " and I'd just accept 'em. 
They 'd come march in' in barefoot 
- but in a column of fours. They'd 
say, 'This guy's the platoon leader, 
this other guy the platoon 
sergeant .' I'd accept that . 

· "Some of the other advisers 
wanted to direct traffic . I'd tell· 
them , 'Hey, you gotta go by the lay 
of the land. You gotta go by what 
the people think.' If they say, 'Hey, 
this guy's a leader,' he's the leader. 
Why try to make him a corporal? 

"So we got down to the POW 
compound and I heard what I 
thought was gunfire. I started 
deploying. Combat in ci t ies is a 
drag, because you start in line with 
a company and you get to the first 
intersection and suddenly you have 
two platoons and at the next one 
you have one platoon and by the 
next you don't even have a squad 
with you . 

" I noticed something. These 
clowns - about one per block -
were shootin ' firecrackers all over 
the town . 'Course, in Tet, you're 
supposed to be shootin ' 
firecrackers . But after being over 
there five tours , you start learning 
the customs. Normally they'd 
shoot strings of small firecrackers . 
But these were loud singles -
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they sounded almost like gunshots. 
In fact , that was the purpose of the 
exercise. 

"When you pop a firecracker 
there's a little bit of paper on the 
ground. But I started lookin' and 
thinkin': that's an awful lot of paper 
and an awful lot of noise. 
Something was wrong . I didn 't 
know what - but there was 
something about those 
firecrackers. 

"Then I started hearing, every 
now and then : pop-pop . .. pop-
pop ... pop-pop. The guys that were 
doing it were very cool, because 
they were keeping it down. The 
firecrackers were masking it, but 
every now and then I'd hear one 
just a little bit too close. And I 
said, 'Forsooth! That's gunfire.' 

"So I started aimin' my men 
down toward the missionary 
compound , because I knew it. In 
fact, I was pretty familiar with the 
town . The II Corps spook place, the 
CID, was right next to it, and that's 
where they had all the agents' 
names. 

" You know the way Pleiku is -
the streets are laid out in strips, 
and one group of houses faces one 
way and the other faces out, back 
to back, with a communal back 
wall. There's usually only one door 
to the house and it faces the 
street, so you can't go over 
somebody's back fence. You have 
to go to the corner - it 
channelizes your unit. 

"Another thing: If you held the 
mission compound you could 
shoot straight down the street and 
X anybody that tried to go across. 
We got there at about 5:30, quarter 
to six. The town ends at the 
mission compound, which is in the 
last row of houses. There's nothing 
but rice fields and a little brush 
beyond it . 

"And right there, across the 
street, were more VC, no, North 
Vietnamese regulars, than I'd ever 
seen in any one place, including 
the POW compound, during five 
tou rs in 'Nam. The squad leaders 
were gett ing their people on line, 
getting ready to sweep through. 

"We found out later they'd been 
told that the Vietnamese military 
were gone, that it was gonna be a 
walk-through . They were gonna 
meet up with those firecracker 
guys, who would give 'em the 
names, telling 'em who to knock 
off and who to leave alone, just 
like in Hue. They'd been told the 
people were gonna rise up and be 
with 'em and all that stuff. 

"Then we showed up on the 
other side of the street, no more 
than 20 meters away. I looked 
across the street at them - I was 

FEBRUARY/82 

ABOVE: Capt. Larry Dring's unusual romance, which began at Pleiku during Tel battle, 
culminated in April 1968 at Altoona, Pa., when he and Becky said, "I do." BELOW: II Corps 
Mike Force Montagnard troop waits off trail in bush. Soldier is armed with M1 carbine. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 33 



in front so I got a pretty good 
show. Picture it - you have a rifle 
and you're lookin' at some guys 
across the street. You could throw 
a rock and kill 'em. You 're used to 
seein' 'em at about a hundred 
meters. 

" And they looked at us and we 
looked at them and then - wow! 
Wham! Wham! Ping! It started 
rain ing bullets. 

"I looked over again and the firs t 
thing I saw across the street , 
sitt ing in a small courtyard (most 
of the houses had them), was a 
little, old , gray-haired lady and a 
couple of kids. 

"So I yelled to the 'Yard platoon 
leader, 'Regardez la femme! Non 
granade! (Don 't throw grenades; 
there's a woman over there).' 

" I'd just gotten the words out of 
my mouth when - Wham! I got hit 
with a grenade. A little dude 
chucked one at me and caught me 
in the back. It redesigned me. I 
mean it put holes in me. I was 
saved because I didn't like plastic 
can teens. They made the water 
taste lousy, and I didn't like the 
aluminum ones 'cause they 
corroded , so ·1 had a steel one." 

I asked him where he got it. 
" It was an old World War Twice 

steel one, and I had a steel cup. 
The biggest slug hit me in the 
spine (later causing me a lot of 
grief). It went through the canteen , 
cup and cover, and if I'd had a 
plastic one it would have come 
right out my stomach. 

" It knocked me down. I had a 
piece coming out of my head and 
my back was torn up, and I was 
lying there, not feeling too happy. 
And I looked up and I saw this 
little gerb il with an AK, and he just 
laid it on me. It was like a fist fight. 
You see the fist comin' and you 
know you could be hurt - then 
there's that little tug that says, 
'You are gonna be hurt .' 

"This guy went Wham! and it 
hurt. It was the most painful thing 
that ever happened to me. He blew 
out six inches of femoral artery. 1. 

thought , 'Boy . He hit me in the leg . 
But if he can' t shoot any better'n 
that .. . ' 

"As Me went by me, I grabbed my 
M1A1 carbine and flipped it over 
like a pistol and plup . .. plup . . . 
plup. I got a little equal time there. 

"My medi"c; came out to get me 
- an old gray-haired Chinese guy. 
And he tooR one, a shot just under 
the jaw (we. didn't have flak jackets 
or helmetsi . It removed the top of 
his head, and he lay there - and 
he wriggle'd a little bit. 

"Then my radio man came out. 
He st i ll had his radio on. 
Remember, these people I'd been 
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with for five years. I'd been over to 
their homes and knew their 
families . The radio man came out 
to get me and they hit him with a 
B-40 and he just disappeared . 

" I lay there and this American 
tank came whizzing up. I thought 
the dumb PFC in the turret was 
gonna run me over. (I found out 
later he was the platoon leader.) I 
yelled , " FIRE!" He had more 
firepower than my entire company. 
He could have wiped 'em out. 

" He looked down at me like, 
'What are you? ' That guy didn 't get 
one round off. Not a round. They 
hit the tank. Wham! Wham! Wham! 
Wham! 

Uniform regulations in II Corps Mike Force 
were loose so Larry Dring went to the Central 
Highlands dressed as he wanted. The jacket 
and hat are French. In 1960, Dring normally 
carried a Swedish K (actually a 9mm Model 
45 SMG generally known as the Carl Gustav) 
but later on gave up the Colt .45 he is 
wearing here in favor of two additional and 
more useful hand grenades. 

There were four guys in there. 
Two of 'em got out and two of 'em 
stayed . They started throwin' 
baggage out. Two Americans still 
in that tank, and this guy worried 
about baggage. (Eventually, the 
tank cooked off and a 12-ton turret 
went up through the air like a 
lollypop.) 

"About then somebody grabbed 
me by the suspenders and dragged 
me into the nearest house. He 
kicked the door open and - wow! 
Four nurses and a doctor. No sign 
on the door, but they were 
missionaries and they lived in that 
house. One nurse was Becky . 
There were about 10 of us in there 
with her. Of course I'd seen her in 
church a couple of times , but I'd 
never really talked to her before . 

" I didn't even have the 
wherewithal to mash on a handset. 
I had her ho ld the handset for me 
and I said , 'Mash,' and I snapped . 
Man , there were MAAGots on 

there, asking, 'What's going on?' 
You know. It was a MACY 
frequency for the whole Pleiku 
area. And those dudes were busy 
talkin ' to each other: 'What's going 
on?' 

"I got a little unhappy about the 
whole thing . I guess I upset a few 
people. I found out some guy was 
just sittin ' in a bunker at the end of 
the runway, curious about what 
was goin ' on. So I said , 'You sorry · 
... people'." 

I told him that probably was n't 
what he'd said . 

Dring admitted , "Well , I got a 
little unhappy. The only guy who 
understood what was going on was 
McCarthy. I couldn't believe it . 

"I said, 'There's at least a 
reinfo rced company down here. 
We 've bitten off more than we can 
chew. They hijacked two American 
tanks and a Mike Force company ' 
- because a second tank had 
arrived , but it knew how to operate. 
You know, run over the house and 
shoot. 

"While I was inside, the rest of 
my guys were being literally blown 
back across the street into those 
little houses. It was like a whole 
bunch of Alamos. They couldn 't get 
out because there was no back 
door, but the NVA couldn 't get 
across the street to get in ei ther, 
no matter how many of 'em there 
were. 

"I think it was the phosphorus 
that did it. The frag goes bang , 
makes a lot of noise , but you don 't 
see it. But phosphorus , you start 
slinging that around and guys want 
to run across the street. 

" We were like the Dutch boy 
with his finger in the dike, but we 
had to bleed for it. Of four 
advisers, one was killed and three 
wounded . 

"I found out later that those 
guys with the firecrackers did have 
lists . They were gettin' ready to go 
around and knock people off. They 
were Viet Cong that were comin ' 
out of the woodwork. Our side 
aced out the Viet Cong in Pleiku , 
because they surfaced . All we had 
to do was locate those houses that 
had firecracker paper around them 
- because you can't pick up all 
that paper quickly. Most of the 
Vietnamese weren 't there. They 
were visiting other places . But the 
guys who stayed at home shootin ' 
firecrackers - they were Cong , the 
real VC infrastructure. " 

Becky Dring spoke up: " I went 
over in September 1967 and left the 
following February. Right around 
Christmas , and from then on , we 
heard there was going to be an 
attack on the city, and that if we 
stayed in our house everything 
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would be okay. But as Tet got 
nearer, we grew more concerned . 

" One night we woke up and 
heard gunfire, and discovered it 
was right out in front of our house. 
We had one central room that had 
no windows at all , and we went 
there. Finally one of the guys got 
brave and went to find out what 
was going on . 

" We lived on one side of the 
house, and Chinese lived on the 
other. There was a walkway 
between the main part of the house 
and the dining room , and there was 
a walk between each section . 

"The wounded were dragged in 
there. I don 't like heights , but I 
climbed the wall and went over to 
take care of the wounded . I went 
into the front room and Larry was 
one of them. And I thought, 'Oh, 
I've seen him before at the hymn 
sing' ." 

I asked her "How bad was he 
dinged up?" 

She told me, " He had about six 
inches of artery missing from his 
right leg. His leg was wide open." 

"Tourniquet?" I asked . 
Dring answered, " Not at that 

time." 
Becky said , " A medic, or 

someone outside , had stuffed in 
wadding of some sort; otherwise 
he would have bled to death. He 
was on a mattress, and they 
dragged him to the back section , 
where the kitchen and dining room 
were. I helped take care of him. 

"Then people came in and said a 
tank with a full load of ammunition 
and fuel had been hit outside, so 
we should get out . We climbed the 
walls of the compound and went 
into the houses in back of us. No 
one was there. 

"We found out later that those 

Continued on page 84 

FEBRUARY/82 

LEFT: Drlng checks position on map 
after moving through lowlands village. 
BELOW: During Tet '68 battle, Drlng 
was wounded and under fire on a 
street In Plelku. His Montagnard 
radioman (shown here) tried to pull 
Drlng out of the line of fire but was 
killed by a direct hit from an RPG. 
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Text & Photos by Jim Coyne 

I T felt strangely like 
taking a 14-year · 

journey back in a time 
machine. The last time I 
did this in Asia, I was a 
helicopter doorgunner in 
Vietnam, circa 1967. 

The rotor blades' vortex 
created a dusty whirlwind 
as the chopper flared, then 
Settled to land, at the 
forward Tactical 

-. Operations Center near 
Khoa Kor. The sfw>rt hop 
intQ, Thailand's central 
highlands from CPMU 
f617 neadquarters 
(Combined Police Military 
Unit,. Buddhist calendar 
year it was formed) at 
Lomsak proved routine. 

Prior to takeoff, while 
we waited for the fog to 
lift, I talked. with the crew 
of the venerable UH-ID 
"slick." Like most Thai 
soldiers l met, they had a 
q~k sense of humor. 

On a hot afternoon a 
few mo•h5 earlier, this 
same ship. took 79 hits 
while on a routine resupply 
mission to two companies 
of Thai infantry on Khoa 
Ya, a dominating ridge 
south of Khoa Kor. (Khoa 
Kor is the general name 
given to the entire atl:a of 
operations~ ~ i:S.:also e 
name of th!! ·~eter 
ridge and f'orward-fire­
support base ~i,., 

· dominates the area.) 



"We had to make an emergency landing," the crew 
chief said, and laughed. He pointed to the patched holes 
now numbered and circled with chalk. I was sitting on 
number 57. 

The first thing Col. Surachet did after we landed, the 
very first thing, was issue me an Ml6 and a tiger-striped 
vest with ten 20-round magazines. " You'd better take 
it," he said almost apologetically, "the area isn't 
100-percent safe." 

He smiled as I took the weapon. I thought: "He ought 
to know." The M16's bluing was hand-worn to a dull 
steel finish from years of use and cleaning. 

I hadn 't carried an M16 in a combat area since 
Vietnam, but it felt as natural in my hands as the 
cameras I have carried since. 

In the distance, the sharp crump of an exploding 
grenade echoed and rolled through the green mist­
shrouded hills from the direction of "the road ." We 
walked to a sandbag-reinforced bunker dug deep into the 
ground and bristling with radio antennas for a brief 
situation report. 

In April 1975, after the collapse of Cambodia and 
South Vietnam and the capitulation of Laos to the 
communists, the situation in Thailand-and all Southeast 
Asia-turned critical. The first dominoes had fallen. 
Captured plans disclosed that the strategic goal of the 
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TOP: Commanding officer of 1st Division, Royal Thai Army, "The 
King's Bodyguard," Maj. Gen. Pichitr Kullavanijaya, disembarks 
with troops of 4th Battalion RCT for inspection visit to forward area 
at Nong Mae Na on Kek River, formerly CPT headquarters and 
staging area. Note U.S. CAR-IS with 30-round magazine, the 
general's personal weapon. ABOVE: As a Special Colonel, Gen. 
Pichitr led first assaults on CPT strategic areas and successfully 
captured cultivated areas of Nong Mae Na and dominating heights of 
Khoa Ya and Khoa Kor. He is now a supervising officer for 
development project at Khoa Kor. Graduate of West Point (1958), he 
fought for two years in Vietnam as artillery captain with "The 
Queen's Cobra Regiment," and again for three years in Laos with 
Thai irregular forces. General "Pete" is widely known and respected 
as a fighting officer of great personal bravery and daring initiative. 
Note Black Panther patch on vest, Thai Ranger Badge beneath. 
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"J came for the combat-medicine 
seminar and because the 

convention was dedicated to Vietnam 
veterans. Most gratifying . As a 
combat medic I have vivid memories 
of my fallen comrades . The 30 
seconds of silence during the 
presentation of colors was, for me, 
deafening with the sounds of gunfire 
and the screams of the wounded. 
When we sat, my vision misted and I 
felt an old pain in my heart . In spite 
of the pain, I thank SOF for that 
evening," said one conventioneer after 
SOF's second annual Soldier of 
Fortune convention, held in 
Scottsdale, Ariz ., 17 through 20 
September 1981. SOF hopes that a 
lot of conventioneers - many. of them 
veterans of Vietnam and other wars 
- felt this way . 

SOF's second convention was 
bigger - and better - than last 
year's. Old friends got together and 
swapped stories, and many old 
friendships were renewed . 

About 50 SOFers arrived on 12 
September for training in SOF's 
preconvention courses , and eagerly 
waited for the 1,000 or so 
conventioneers to show up. 
Registration began on Wednesday the 
16th, and activities were soon ·under 
way - starting with an unscheduled 
cadence-calling competition in the 
Oasis Bar at the Radisson Hotel. 

This year offered some new 
attractions. SOF felt that we ought to 
honor the Vietnam veteran, and we 
dedicated the convention to him . The 
SOF combined combat-shooting 
championship attracted more than 
100 of the top shooters in the United 
States - vying for more than 
$40,000 in cash and prizes. During 
those well-spent four days, machine 
guns roared, choppers buzzed, official 
SOF Convention greeter Cammie 
Dimitro served lemonade, and the 
Louisiana 1st Airborne Division 
dropped more than 370 people out of 
a perfectly good airplane. 

Probably the best-attended 
activities were the seminars. Each 
lecturer gave conventioneers new 
information and insights on current 
events, survival skills and weapons. 

One of the most popular seminars 
was on the Military Assistance 
Command / Vietnam Studies and 
Observation Group (MACV / SOG) 
(see SOF, June '81). SOF's Robert 
Burton, along with former deputy 
director of SOG , Col. Floyd R. 
Mullvaney, took a look at how SOG 
worked from the top - how the 
cha in of command worked down the 
line to put some of the hairiest 
missions ever conceived out in th e 
bush while maintaining a very high 
level of secrecy . With helicopter pilot 
Lt. John Barrett, Burton described a 
few cross-border recons into North 
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Vietnam, Laos and Cambodia by air, 
submarine and on foot. Burton also 
discussed SOG "tradecraft," including 
weapons, bombs, silencers and 
uniforms. The seminar included a 
slide presentation by Ed Clough, 
showing some of his jungle outings in 
the late '50s and early '60s . The 
lecture finished with a discussion of 
American POWs who are still being 
held in Southeast Asia . 

Lectures on current situations in 
other countries gave those who 
attended info that they could not find 
elsewhere. SOF author Smith 
Hempstone reminded us again of "the 
war the world forgot" as he discussed 
his recent experiences in Angola (see 
SOF, July-August '81). 

A discourse on Latin America by 
myself, Arturo Alta-Mirano (a 
Nicaraguan exile now living in 
Guatemala), and newspaper 
columnist Bob Caldwell shed some 
light on what's going on in Central 
America. 

SOF Associate Editor Jim Coyne 
drew a large audience when he 
provided an update on the current 

situation in Afghanistan, from where 
he returned December 1980 (see 
SOF, April-May '81) . Coyne visited 
the Afghan Freedom Fighter 
headquarters in Peshawar, Pakistan, 
just weeks before the 1981 SOF 
Convention for an update and to 
deliver funds collected through SOF's 
Afghan Freedom Fighters' Fund . 
Following Coyne's seminar, SOF's 
Soviet Analyst David Isby delivered a 
lecture on current Soviet small-arms 
technology and the directions they 
are taking·, with specific regard to the 
new AK-74 and its accompanying 
5.45mm cartridge. After discussing 
current trends in Soviet infantry­
fighting vehicles, he addressed the 
questions of logistics, morale and 
discipline of Soviet armed forces in 
Afghanistan, and gave detailed 
information on the large-scale 
alcohol-and-drug problems plaguing 
the Russian soldier . He concluded 
with a slide show of current Soviet 
weaponry, artillery and military 
vehicles. 

A popular lecture - particularly 
among police officers present - was 

The high point for those who attended SOF's banquet on Saturday night 
was the Bull Simons Memorial Award speech given by Editor / Publisher 
Robert K. Brown, when he presented the award to Medal of Honor recipient 
Fred Zabitosky, who received the award for all Vietnam veterans. It went: 

"Many of you are, I'm sure, familiar with the significance of the Bull Simons 
Memorial Award; but for those of you who are not, let me give you some 
background. 

''The Soldier of Fortune Bull Simons Memorial Award is presented annual­
ly to an individual who has distinguished himself in the increasingly important 
fight for freedom against tyranny wherever it occurs. As many of you are 
aware, Bull Simons was commander of Studies and Observation Group (SOG) 
operations in Laos from 1966 through t967, and a legendary Special Forces 
colonel who commanded the Son Tay Raid in November 1969 to rescue 
American prisoners of war held deep inside North Vietnam. After Bull Simons 
retired, he went on to organize and command the largest mass jailbreak in 
history, freeing a number of Americans employed by Ross Perot and imprison­
ed in Iran following the revolution in 1979. 

''The first Bull Simons Memorial Award was presented to Gen. Vang Pao, 
the famous Laotian resistance leader who fought bravely and effectively 
against the Vietnamese in Laos, at the Soldier of Fortune Convention last 
year . 

''This year, however, instead of a single individual, Soldier of Fortun e 
Magazine has decided to present this prestigious award to ALL Vietnam 
veterans - giving credit where credit is long overdue, to our friends and bud­
dies, both alive and dead, and to those men who remain unaccounted for. 

"We must now recognize that the Vietnam conflict provided as many heroes, 
and required as many sacrifices as the Korean War, World War II and World 
War I. But, instead of ticker-tape parades and a 'Welcome Home,' the men 
who fought so courageously and well returned to be spat upon and vilified by a 
small, but vocal, minority of the American public. 

''The powers that be in the media have consistently misrepresented the Viet­
nam veteran as a dangerous, deranged, maladjusted, alcoholic, drug-addicted 
sociopath . It is long overdue that this stigma be removed forever. In fact, the 
majority of the Vietnam veterans are well-adjusted, successful men, who re­
main to this day dedicated to the highest ideals of this nation - freedom and 
the fight for liberty. Truly, without doubt, the best and the brightest - Presi­
dent Kennedy once said, 'The price of freedom has always been great, and 
Americans have always paid it.' I am proud to be a veteran of Vietnam. As far 
as I am concerned, I met some of the finest people on earth there. 

"How many here are Vietnam veterans? I ask that you please stand. Now it 
is time to recognize your achievements - and it is to you that this Bull Simons 
Memorial Award is presented." 
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AB'OVE: Dr. John Peters, SOF contributing editor on medical operations 
and direct or of medical operations for Parachute Medical Rescue 
Service , conducted five-day combat-medicine course prior to beginning 
of convention and seminar on the same subject during convention . Here, 
Dr. Peters describes treatment of bleeding from severed femural artery, 
utilizing pneumatic Medical Anti-Shock Trousers in management of 
shock . External compression on legs and abdomen squeezes blood out of 
venous and capillary system and returns it to head , l:rrain and lung 
circulation. 
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TOP: Diverse group showed up for Dave Ganci's 
five-day desert-survival course - SOF guys and gals 
from New Zealand to Canada. Here they have 
"hands-on" practice with lensatic compass. Ganci 
followed his course up with desert-survival seminar 
attended by a large number of conventioneers. 
ABOVE: Ganci calls in sit-rep to headquarters. He 
is instructor at Arizona State Universi ty and does 
contract work for U.S . Navy. For further information 
on his courses, conducted year round, write Ganci, 
c / o Soldier of Fortune , Box 693, Boulder, CO 
80306. 
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on street survival. Detroit Police 
Sergeant and SOF writer Evan 
Marshall, together with John 
Farnam, law-enforcement firearms­
training officer of Elroy, Wis., 
described to the audience techniques 
on how to survive hostile 
confrontations in an urban 
environment. 

Featured on Friday the 18th was a 
seminar on desert survival by Dave 
Ganci . His credentials include 
teaching survival techniques at 
Arizona State University - and he is 
under contract to the U.S. Navy. 
Ganci is a contributing editor to 
Survive Magazine. He also conducted 
the SOF preconvention desert-survival 
course in which he took his 12 
students out into the desert for 2 1/2 
days, teaching them some hands-on 
survival tricks . 

SOF Contributing Editor Dr . John 
Peters drew heavy attendance at his 
seminar on combat medical 
techniques. Subsequent to his 
seminar, Dr. Peters and SOF 
Contributing Editor on Military Affairs 
Alex McColl explained to an 
interested audience the mission and 
goals of the SOF-sponsored PMRS 
(Parachute Medical Rescue Service). 
Together with Gary Darley, Doc 
Peters conducted th e preconvention 
combat-medicine course for about 15 
satisfied students - some of whom 
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were doctors themselves - who 
learned some interesting medical 
techniques that one might not 
experience in medical school. 

Thanks to the Cactus Combat 
League and Match Directors Jake 
Jatras and Ken Hackathorn, the 
three-gun shooting championship was 
one of the smoothest-run 
competitions in IPSC (International 

TOP: Ever see a tripod-mounted Bren 
gun in action? SOF conventioneers did. 
ABOVE LEFT: Peter Kokalis briefs large, 
patient crowd on characteristics and 
history of automatic weapons on firing 
line. LEFT: We can't remember the name 
of the manufacturer of this SWAT-type 
assault vest but we certainly think it has 
merits. BELOW: After his automatic­
weapons demonstration decimated 
target area, Kokalis discussed wide 
variety of submachine guns on display 
with interested onlookers. 
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ABOVE: Mr. Shotgun himself 
(Satterwhite) with a smile on his face 
- as outstanding an instructor and 
showman as he was an incredibly 
accurate shot. LEFT: Satterwhite wows 
conventioneers with incredibly fast , 
deadly accurate shooting. Here he 
wields Remington 1100 12-gauge auto. 

ABOVE LEFT: Satterwhite, who 
conducted five-day preconvention 
course in use of big-bore babies, held 
crowd spellbound during his 
demonstration. ABOVE: One of John 
Satterwhite's student waits to test his 
newly learned skills with Ithaca M37 
12-gauge pump shotgun. LEFT: Craig 
Gifford, 1981 SOF Invitational Match 
Champion, with Micky Fowler and Mike 
Dalton of International Shoot ists , Inc. 
ISi conducted five-day preconvention 
course in combat pistolcraft. 
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ABOVE: A not-so-well-camouflaged 
Cammie Demitro peers at convention 
goings-on. "Are these guys for real?" 
she seems to ask. RIGHT: Movie star 
Jan Michael Vincent was on hand for 
festivit ies and jumped out of a perfectly 
good airplane for the first time . 
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ABOVE LEFT: Brown and Donovan 
discuss (yo u don't argue with Big John) 
merits of various automatic weapons 
prior to auto-weapon demonstration . 
ABOVE: SOF art director has other 
thing on his mind as he gives Marilyn 
Chambers an evil hug. BELOW: 
Cammies, cammies everywhere -
many types, sizes and colors were 
displayed and sold by numerous 
exhibitors. BOTTOM: "The big one." 
Venerable .50-cal. Browning drew 
attention at this exhibitor's display. 
BELOW LEFT: M.S . Safari Arms 
displays its line of .45s and other 
special weapons in crowded, well­
attended exhibit hall . 
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Practical Shooting Confederation) 
history. More than 100 shooters vied 
for over $40,000 in cash and prizes at 
the Black Canyon Shooting Range -
one of the finest shooting facilities in 
the country. Top-three overall 
finishers were Craig Gifford of 
Bakersfield, Calif., Brian Enos of 
Mesa, Ariz. , and John Shaw of 
Memphis , Tenn. Gifford won the rifle 
championship, Ray Neal won the 
pistol championship and Shaw was 
the shotgun champion. (For more 
complete match results see "Shootout 
at Black Canyon" in our next issue .) 

Other displays and demonstrations 
ran concurrently with seminars and 
the shooting match. Helicopter tours 
were quite popular for those who 
could afford them. SOF Demolitions 
Editor John Donovan remarked upon 

ABOVE LEFT: Well-known knifemaker 
Al Mar did booming business at the 
exhibit hall. ABOVE RIGHT: Yes. she 
sold a lot of I-Shirts. 

disembarking from one: "You know, 
it's nice to leave one of those things, 
conduct the other passengers out, 
wish them well - and not have to go 
dashing off, looking for cover." 

The most spectacular 
demonstration was of automatic 
weapons, held on Saturday, 19 
September, at the range. SOF 
Military Small Arms Editor Peter 
Kokalis and his machine-gun crew 
spent the day setting up dynamite, 
magnesium, primer cord, gasoline 
and quick match - only to destroy 
their creation with an assortment of 
battle-tested weapons . 

After a short introduction to each 
weapon, Kokalis gave the command 
to rock and roll - and, needless to 
say, the crowd loved it. The machine 
guns were placed in a line about 20 
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feet apart from each other, and 
included some old favorites: a WWII 
German MG34 in 7.92mm, a .303 
British Mk I Bren, a .50-cal. 
Browning M II heavy barrel, a 
1919A4 LMG in .30-06, an M60 and, 
last but not least, "The Queen of 
Battle" - a Mk I Vickers water­
cooled medium MG in .303 British. 

Carlos Davila, president of 
international sales for Odin 
International, demonstrated the 
Valmet M78 light machine gun and 
sniper system in full-automatic mode. 
The system is also available in 
semiautomatic mode for $1,695. 

SOF Sniping / Countersniping 
Contributing Editor Jim Leatherwood 
wowed the crowd with the first public 
demonstration of his new prototype 
9mm submachine gun (see "The SMG 

for the JSSAP?", SOF, January '82). 
We expect to hear a lot more about 
this gun in the future. 

Beretta's Warren Barron conducted 
a demonstration of Beretta's Model 
93R 9mm machine pistol, Model 
M12S 9mm submachine gun, Model 
AR-70 .223 assault rifle and the 
Model 9258 9mm semiautomatic 
pistol. Further information on these 
weapons can be obtained from 
Beretta USA Corporation, Sales 
Department, Dept. SOF, 17601 
Indian Head Highway, Accokeek, MD 
20607. 

Donald Stokes and Steve Blair 
from Qual-a-tec, 3204 Production 
Avenue, Suite I, Oceanside, CA 
92054, demonstrated a new muzzle 
brake which eliminates vertical and 
horizontal muzzle climb. It requires 

no modification to the weapon and 
can be installed by the individual 
shooter. 

Another demonstration , by shotgun 
wizatd John Satterwhite (see SOF, 
September '81) held the audience 
almost speechless, except for 
muttered comments of "that's 
impossible." This writer saw it and 
still is barely able to believe what he 
witnessed - but seeing is believing. 

Satterwhite would throw seven clay 
birds in the air with his left hand and 
burst all before they hit the ground. 
He used ejected .shells from a pump 
shotgun as targets; he pitched a 
loaded shotgun shell in the air and 
shot out the pellet compartment, 
leaving the wad and powder charge 
intact. He tossed golfballs in the air, 
pointing the direction in which he 
would "drive" them in order to 
demonstrate the accuracy of a 
scattergun. And Satterwhite startled 
his audience a few times. Once he 
pitched an egg into the air - "I'll 
show you how to scramble one 
quickly." And when he connected, the 
result was a loud BOOM and flash of 
orange fireball - he had loaded it 
with explosive. If he was concerned 
about losing his audience's attention, 
he needn't have worried. 

One of the more dramatic demos 
came when SOF Martial Arts Editors 
Bob Taylor and Randy Wanner 
showed one and all how a car could 
be pulled across a man's chest via 
cha ins attached to another man's 
forearms by steel pins. Taylor drove 
two surgical pins through his 
forearms, attached the chains to 
them and with great effort dragged 
the vehicle across Wanner. It is 
difficult to say which was more 
impressive: Taylor's willpower, 
strength and mind control, or 
Wanner's courage and almost 
unbelievable body strength. At the 
cocktail party Friday night, Taylor 
had a pin stuck through his neck -
and hefted a five-gallon bucket of 
assorted drinks by a cord attached 
between his neck and the bucket . 
After that feat, the bucket was passed 
around - Bob Taylor and Robeft K. 
Brown took the first gulps - and 
emptied quickly. On Sunday morning, 
Taylor and Wanner also held a class 
on self-defense, which was only open 
to police officers. 

By and large, the convention ran 
smoothly. Of course, there were some 
glitches - to be expected of such an 
ambitious undertaking. The most 
serious hitch in the flow of events 
developed in the airborne exercises. 
On the first scheduled day of 
jumpipg, an FAA examiner found a 
minor malfunction in the DC-3 
Gooney Bird's tail assembly and 
grounded it. Airborne hopefuls waited 
patiently in the desert sun. Finally, 
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LEFT: Kuzap Oda presents one of his 
limited edition - only 50 will be made 
- SOF knives as door prize to lucky 
SOF conventioneer. Retail value: $500. 
BELOW LEFT: Keynote speaker Col. 
Aaron Bank (USA-Ret.) entertained 
banquet military buffs with description 
of experiences with OSS in WWII . 
BELOW: ~rown and "Fat Ralph" ponder 
about where to obtain a can of snuff 
prior to kickoff of banquet. 

the bird was deemed flyable on 
Saturday. Ffrst Airborne Division 
Commander Madro Bandaries 
reported 270 students took the full 
course, most being first-timers . These 
men and women made a total of 371 
jumps after the malfunction was 
corrected. Some made two or three 
jumps, and expert jumpers did some 
free falling, including a mass-jump on 
Sunday afternoon . Although the LZ 
proved rather rough , the two days of 
jumping saw few casualties - serious 
ones were· held to four broken legs. 

The banquet convened a t the 
Registry Resort on Saturday night . 
About 870 conventioneers ate roast 

Continued on page 72 

TOP: Medal of Honor recipient Fred 
Zabltosky holds SOF's Bull Simons 
Memorial Award ." He accepted it from 
SOF on behalf of all Vietnam veterans. 
LEFT: Donovan, le"ft, and SOF 
Managing Editor Jim Graves, right, 
argue (oops, discuss) the merits of the 
Marine Corps vs. Special Forces. 
BELOW.: Local Marine Corps Reserve 
unit provided color guard. And a hearty 
thanks to the Corps. 
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US. STRIKES GOLD IN 
SOUTH 
AFRICA 
Americans Win 
IPSC Title 
Text&. Photos by Jake Jatras 



THE quest for gold by the United 
States practical pistol teams ended 

this summer in Roodepoort, South Afri­
ca, as Ross Seyfried captured the Inter­
national Practi cal Shooting Confedera­
tion's (IPSC) World Championship and 
led the U.S . Team to the Gold Medal. 

Seyfried displayed the same calm de­
termination that took him to the 1978 
U.S . Title, topping the field of 200 par­
ticipants on his route to co mbat-pistol 
shooting's crown. Of the 12 shooting 
tests of skill, Seyfried laid claim to three 
outright, came in second in another 
three and third in another trio. 

Courses of fire this year presented 
handgunners wit h a variety of problems 
- from basic exercises to complicated 
and difficult assault matches . At stake 
was not only th e individual title, but 11 
countries were also vying for the world 
team championship . 

The United States Team of Ross Sey­
fried, Mickey Fowler, John Shaw, Nick 
Pruitt and Mike Plaxco was slightly 
favored, but the South African Spring­
boks had proven in the past to be for­
midable opponents, and included in 
their ranks the current world champ, 
Jimmy Von Sorgenfrei, and top interna­
tional competitor Gavin Carson. 

The United States Gold Team and the 
South African Springboks were squad ­
ded together and fated each other first 
on the "Standard Exercises." In every 
major practical competition, one stage 
of fire is utilized to test basic shooting 
ski lls at targets at fixed distances under 
the pressure of set t-i mes. 

This stage began with a six-shot string 
of fire at seven meters. On the start 
signal, each shooter had to draw and fire 
one round at a target in 1.5 seconds -
only head shots counted. Shooters con­
tinued moving back through the strings 
to 50 meters . A few of the Americans ex­
perienced gun problems on strings that 
requ ired not only quick shooting , but 
mandatory reloads. 

Having a malfunction on a string that 
requires drawing, firing two shots, 
reloading and firing two more shots in 
four seco nds is a real disaster . However, 
the Americans made up for the lost shots 
a t the longer ranges. 

At the end of day one, the U.S. Gold 
Team held a slight edge over the Spring­
boks , and our seco nd team - the Silver 
- was also looking good. The Silver 
Team of Tom Campbell, Ray Neal, Bill 
Wilson, Mike Fichman and Ray Chap­
man was eligible for one of the three 
medals to be awarded. 

When one of the Silver Team mem­
bers co uld not make the trip, IPSC vet­
eran Ray Chapman accepted the call to 
serve on the team. Chapman is the only 
IPSC competitor who has competed in 
all the world matches, and he won the 
contest in Switzerland in 197 5. 

The host organization for this year's 
match was the South African Practical 
Shooting Association (SAPSA). The 
Cecil Payne Range in Roodepoort was 
prepared in the meticulous manner that 
shooters have become accustomed to 
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when co mpeting in South Africa. To 
conduct such an important match , pro­
spective range officers had t:o pass writ­
ten , oral and fi eld examinations to 
qualify for selection . 

The Americans and the Springboks re­
ma ined close durin g the fir st three days 
of th e tournament. Seyfried took Match 
Three, the reactionary speed shoot " Pop 
Up Panic, " and Nick Pruitt won Match 
Four: "Railway Yard Fiasco." 

Match Five, "Highway Hass le," in­
volved starting from a car and engaging 
targets hidden in vehicles and standing 
bes ide them , with no-shoots nearb y. 
Tom Campbell blazed to win in thi s 
round, using his one-of-a-kind .45 auto 
Smith & Wesson. Campbell had gained 
his internation al reputation in practical­
pistol shooting by firing hi s unique S&W 
9mm "Super Gun," but astonished the 
IPSC world community by entering with 
the unique .45 . 

Jimmy Von Sorgenfrei, 1979 world ti­
tlest , was second and Ross Seyfried 
third, but the Yanks lost some ground as 
gun troubles haunted some of th e team. 
The Springboks slipped ahead in th e 
team com petition co lumn. 

From Stumble 
And Dodge To 
Razzle Dazzle 

The "Stumble and Dodge Field 
Course" was a lengthy assault. match 
that began with each aspirant leaping in­
to the back of a small pickup truck and 
engaging targets as the truck moved 
toward the beginning of part two of the 
test. As the truck passed through a gate, 
the shooter had to jump from the mov­
ing vehicle and run through a doorway 
to face targets that would turn away in a 
few seco nds. 

Next the participant ran to a bridge 
and opened a gate , triggering a movin g 
target. After engaging the "mover" and 
running along a fence, the shooter took 
a couple of long shots and proceeded to 
a set of steps that went up to a balcony. 
From th e raised platform four targets 
and a stop plate had to be engaged. Jim­
mY Von Sorgenfrei wriggled by Ross 
Seyfried to take top spot a nd the guys in 
red, white and blue failed to gain any ad­
vantage. 

Tom Campbell was victorious in 
Match Eight and Nine - considered to 
have th e highest degree of difficulty. 
The "Backyard Razzle" was labeled a 
speed shoot and was designed to test a 
shooter 's ability to engage targets while 
on the move. 

Co ntestants began with their hands in 
a wash basin on a table - the weapon 
and a spare magazine lay beside the 
shooter. On the start signal, the shooter 

picked up his gun and spare ammo and 
ran into a room with targets and no­
shoots on each side, then had to proceed 
to a stable door and engage a "mover," 
two targets and a stop plate. The catch 
was that the running man took off four 
seco nds from the "go" signal. 

In order to do well on this stage , one 
had to shoot while running to the stable 
door. Tom Campbell proved adept at 
the quick pace and Ross Seyfried was 
close behind. 

The final day of the match saw the 
Springboks holding a small lead over the 
U.S. Gold Team. Seyfried looked strong 
enough to wrest the world title from Von 
Sorgen frei , but there were only two 
matches remaining. The first U.S. Team 
had dominated the night shoot, with 
Seyfried, Shaw and Pruitt finishing in 
that order. 

At Match Twelve , the surprise 
"House Clearing," the U.S . shooters 
put on quite a show. Seyfried burst 
through the course, di splayi ng the same 
form that brought him to the pinnacle of 
practical shooting. He was followed by 
speedster Nick Pruitt. The fine Ameri­
can performance assured the team of a 
gold medal , but the individual honors 
remained in question. 

Going into the now-traditional man­
versus-man competition, Ross Seyfried 
was in first, Tom Campbell second, 
John Shaw third and Mickey Fowler 
fourth. The points earned in the head-on 
shooting , however , could drasticall y 
alter this sweep for the Americans . 

The shoot-off itself consisted of a 
modified "Flying M, " using small 
black-metal squares, a reload, then a 
timer plate to stop the run. The top 16 
shooters in the world now met to duel 
for the championship. 

Seyfried first met the challenge of 
Springbok Dale Guthrie , then advanced 
to face Paul Liebenberg, who had re­
cently taken top European at the Bianchi 
Cup. Seyfried was victorious and next 
found himself pitted against 1981 U.S . 
IPSC Champion John Shaw. In a close 
joust he propelled himself into the 
final s. 

Meanwhile, Mickey Fowler put to rest 
any questions regarding his speed as he 
set a record time of 5.73 seco nds in one 
run, and defeated hot-shooting Ray 
Neal and Jimmy Von Sorgenfrei. His 
tough est opponent proved to be South 
African Andy Goosen , who, in a bril­
liant burst of speed , halted Fowler 's mo­
mentum. Goosen would now oppose 
Seyfried in the final round. 

As the defiant Goosen prepared him­
self for his ultimate test against the pro­
ven Seyfried, the spectators cou ld sense 
that this would be a historic meetin g -
and it was in fact a classic confrontation. 

On the first run Seyfried was deliber­
ate a nd accurate, but Goosen proved 
more so and took it. Round Two a lso 
went to the flawless Goosen - and 
Seyfried took up the gauntlet, picked up 
hi s pace and took the next two bouts to 
tie the confrontation. Goosen, nervously 
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CPT (Communist Party of Thailand) was to seize a vast , 
rich , L-shaped section of northcentral and northeast 
Thailand extending south from the Laotian border, 
through the central highlands, then eastward to 
Cambodia. 

Only e"ffective and immediate action could prevent this 
from happening. Military operations alone would be 
inadequate. Long-range planning was required to solve 
the broad social, political and economic problems facing 
Thailand . King Bhumibol Adulyadej of Thailand outlined 
a comprehensive Strategic Development Project in 1976. 

Known privately as "The King's Project, " it used -
and continues to use - the combined talents of Thai 
business and military leaders, educators, farmers and 
students to deny areas of influence to the CPT. The 
project established aggressive rural programs of land 
reform and agricultural guidance in disputed areas. 

Within the sanctuary of triple-canopy jungle and 
difficult terrain, the CPT operated with virtual impunity, 
subjugating villages, taxing the population and directing 
terrorist attacks against the Thai government. The CPT 
infrastructure included a politburo, weapons and 
ammunition-storage depots, repair and maintenance 
facilities , radio transmitters, cadre training areas and a 
large, well-equipped hospital. The heavily-armed main­
force units (515 Company, 520 Company and 523 
Company, 130 men each) exploit.ed the population of 
10,000 Meos (H'mong) and Thais with Marxist discipline. 
If the CPT continued to consolidate the northcentral 
highlands, the fertile cultivated provinces to the south 
and th \_:n Bangkok itself would be threatened . 

The first large-scale military operation against the CPT 
stronghold and northern headquarters began in early 

Troopers of 2nd Pack Troop with donkeys used lo resupply heights of 
Khoa Ya while road is built lo lwo infantry companies on lop. Nole 
U.S. M26 hand grenade surrounded by clusters of Buddhist amulets 
and medallions worn for proleclion. Men of 2nd Pack Troop are 
spirited an~ capable of beating anything communists lhrow al !hem. 
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1977 with operation "Pa Muang Padetsuk I. " It 
encountered stiff resistance. The CPT fought from long­
held fortified positions in areas favorable to defense. In 
the beginning, only moderate gains were accomplished . 
The emphasis, however , was on long-term strategic 
control and development, not search-and-destroy tactics. 
Gradually, the process of consolidation began to turn in 
the government's favor. 

In 1979, the decision was made to strike straight at the 
heart of the CPT redoubt: the cultivated valleys and 
growing areas which provided food fo r the communists 
near Nong Mae Na, and the strategic heights of Khoa Ya 
and Khoa Kor. A four-phase plan sought to deny, once 
and for all, the " ocean" in which the CPT " swam ." 

Intelligence-gathering operations, combined with 
limited but effective small-unit military actions, ended 
just prior to an assault on the fi nal objectives . Weeks 
before the first CA (combat assault), aircraft, helicopters, 
troops and support materiel began to arrive with great 
secrecy, at the small Royal Thai Army airstrip at 
Pitsanuloke. The staging area was cordoned off, and the 
troops quarantined. Aircraft arrivals , staggered at long 
intervals during daylight hours, created an illusion o f 
normalcy. 

In the predawn darkness of 24 January 1980, aircraft 
engines and helicopter turbines suddenly shattered the 
silence of the small airstrip. Airborne and helicopter 
assault troops harnessed up and began last-minute 
equipment checks prior to take-off. T he first CA of 
Operation " Pa Muang Padetsuk II" committed four 
battalions of the Third Army Region (including airborne, 
ranger, special-forces units, in fantry and armor) in 
support of a large road-construction project which would 
eventually encircle the entire tactical Area Of Operations. 

With rented and leased D-9 and D-6 bulldozers, 
double-8x8-lumb'er bolted to the driver's cage for 
protection from small-arms fire , and supported by APCs 
and infantry, they did it: They built the road. 

For three months the army punched simultaneously 
against all known targets, in two directions, through 
walls of virgin teak and bamboo which had once been an 
impenetrable Nationai Preserve. The CPT pulled out all 
the stops. 

As the bulldozers continued to cut deep into CPT 
territory, the communist terrorists began to slug it out 
toe to toe in a series of vain, costly attempts to stem the 
advance . In a captured document taken from a command 
bunker near Khoa Kor, the CPT admitted that if the 
strategic areas of Nong Mae Na and Khoa Kor fell , the 
highlands would be lost. In desperation, they fired 57mm 
recoilless ri fies from the shoulder, mined the roads (60 
percent of Thai casualties came from mines) and hurled 
themselves against the steel blades and bullets of the Thai 
army. They lost. 

The lead clearing elements of the road-construction 
teams linked up successfully in March 1980, completing 
the first phase. A road now encircled the area of 
operations. It could not remain a dirt road; soon the 
monsoons would arrive. 

A two-lane all-weather hardtop highway cleared 50 
meters on each side began construction . Volunteer militia 
were trained , armed and then placed at intervals of 500 
meters along the road for security . Construction 
continued although contact had not been bro ken . 

The road provides resupply for forward combat and 
construction units, and will later provide access to 
markets. Already, fortified villages are spotted along it . 
A generous land-reform program grants 20 rai (about 40 
acres) of land free to volunteer farmers , as well as two 
rai for construction of a house. All materials are 
provided or manufactured locally. Profits are kept by the 
farmers, many of whom are now well off by Southeast 
Asian standards. 
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"The CPT tells them it's a capitalist trick," Col. 
Surachet says with a grin, "but nobody listens anymore. 
Why should they live a life of deprivation and hardship 
in the jungle when they can farm their own land and save 
enough money for a pickup truck?" 

Maj. Gen. Pichitr Kullavanijaya (commanding officer 
of the !st Division : "The King's Bodyguard"), a 
dynamic and daring leader who as a Special Colonel 
(appointed by the king) directed the first assaults against 
the CPT, explained : 

" Our strategy is that when you fight communist 
guerrillas, the fi rst th ing to do is make sure that the local 
villagers have enough to eat. You can't expect them to 
help out or bui ld up the wi ll to fight if they are hungry. 

"Secondly, they must see that they have a future. They 
must have their own land to farm and their own houses. 
Many of them haven't had what they could call a home 
in years. We went in and offered them one. Now, they 
have something to fight for. We have provided land for 
each family which will be theirs to keep forever. We will 
train local militia and keep troops in the area to establish 
stability and effective control. We will never allow the 
insurgents to return and revive their influence again." I 
was urged to see for myself. 

Outside, a resupply helicopter hovered noisily over a 
sling-load of barbed wire destined for the Khoa Ya 
perimeter . 

"How far do you want to go?" Col. Surachet asked as 
we walked toward the back of a small tan pickup truck. 
"I'll go as far as possible, " I replied. He smiled and said 
something in Thai to the driver . 
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TOP: D-6 Caterpillar tractors with logs bolted to driver's cage for 
protection from small-arms fire have cul deep into previously CPT· 
controlled areas. Road construction and security units faced problems 
of jungle and enemy wi_th overwhelming courage and conviction. 
ABOVE: One of many Civilian drivers who have madnhis hazardous 
project ·a success. Wire mesh and logs are bolted and wired lo driver 's 
cage of D-9 Caterpillar tractor. Mines and 57mm recoilless-rifle fire 
were most discouraging weapons used by CPT. 
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TOP: Maj. Thomarat of the Ranger unit , 4th 
Battalion , RCT, at Nong Mae Na near Kek 
River basin deep in heart of Thailand's central 
highlands . Fertile cultivated areas nearby have 
been denied to CPT, now desperately short of 
provisions. Note USAF survival knife, and 
surgical-lubing tourniquet attached to first-aid 
kit ; black uniform, gloves and headgear 
(Buddhist medallion ·for protection) favored by 
ranger units; tactical· sit/rep briefing book. 
ABOVE: Maj . Gen. Pichitr Kullavanijaya and 
SOF Publisher Robert K. Brown discuss 
strategy and tactics of counterinsurgency 
warfare at the general's home near Bangkok. 
Large scale I : 10,000 operations map of central 
highlands delineates CPT L-shaped strategy of 
controlling central highlands of Thailand south 
from Laos, then westward to Cambodia. 
Thwarted in their efforts to control the central 
highlands, CPT may resort to urban terrorism 
in cities. UPPER RIGHT: RPG-"sung" (Thai 
for two) man faces forward over cab of our 
pickup truck as we push up road toward lead 
clearing elements. We bogged down ahead just 
as brisk fi refight broke out lo our immediate 
front . As firing slackened and rain began lo 
pell our position we withdrew. 
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"Maybe that was the wrong thing to say," I thought. 
We loaded into the truck bed along with a radio operator 
and a PRC-25. With a lurch that almost threw me from 
the tailgate, we were off down the road . "Hold on," the 
colonel said, "the driver likes to go fast." I cradled the 
Ml6 in my lap and silently cursed the people sitting in 
comfort back at the SOF offices. 

Soon we were winding deep into the hills , the only 
vehicle in sight, through thick tropical forest dappled 
with shadows and sunlight. 

It is difficult to describe in print the hardships and 
natural terrain obstacles encountered on the road­
construction project. Three-hundred-year-old trees, vine­
laced walls of bamboo, red clay, vertical drops and water 
courses from the heights, and the darkness at noon in the 
heart of it. It is a project which approached the 
impossible even without a dedicated, well-armed enemy 
contesting every inch of the way. 

We stopped to pick up three men walking by the 
roadside, members of the volunteer militia . Each carried 
a different weapon and wore a different "uniform," a 
mix of camouflage fatigues and hand-woven black 
clothing favored by the hill tribes. 

They grinned, gold glinting in their teeth, as they 
climbed on the back and saw me. One had an AK-47, the 
other an Ml6 and the third an H&K. "How do you tell 
the good guys from the bad guys?" I asked after they 
dismounted a few klicks up the road next to a newly-built 
fortified village and farming area . "The bad guys shoot 
at us ," Col. Surachet laughed . 

As we crested another hill, we came upon a work party 
digging drainage ditches. We slowed as the colonel waved 
and yelled in Thai to the men. "They had a few sniper 
rounds here last week," he explained. "No one was hit, 
but one of the drivers asked to be replaced . Everything 
seems quiet now; let's go on." 

The radio operator switched frequencies and mumbled 
something into the handset as the driver gunned it toward 
the curves ahead . To our right the high ridge of Khoa 
Kor loomed in silhouette against the sky, to our left the 
top of Khoa Ya was wrapped in cloud. A deuce-and-a­
half passed us going full bore in the other direction, 
leaving eddies of dust in its wake. Ahead, the recon and 
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security patrol of regular Thai troops, which had just 
been dropped off, fanned out toward the treeline, 
weapons at the ready. Startled birds wheeled into the sky, 
resentful of the intrusion. 

The road abruptly turned from a paved two-lane 
highway to a raw, narrow, dirt track. Deep ruts from 
heavy traffic made progress slow and difficult as we 
bounced from one side to the other. From here the road 
twisted darkly beneath overhanging trees, and th.en bored 
into the vegetation as if it were a tunnel. Five or six 
klicks ahead, the lead battalions of the pincer movement 
are in almost daily contact with remnants of the CPT. 
Yesterday, a Thai patrol hit an ambush and suffered two 
KIA. We stopped at a log- and dirt-buttressed outpost 
slashed into the hillside to pick up reinforcements. 

The men of 2nd Pack Troop were dug in near the base 
of Khoa Ya, now immediately to our left and above. We 
climbed off the truck as Col. Surachet gathered them 
together for a briefing. 

These men were undoubtedly some of the toughest, 
wildest-looking individuals I have ever seen in anyone's 
army. Their job is to climb regularly to the summit of 
Khoa Ya with supplies strapped to the back of their 
pack-animals: small, mean donkeys. 

To a man, their legs rippled with tendons tempered to 
the strength of coiled-steel springs. They were armed with 
whatever they wanted: AKMs, AK-47s, Ml6s, M79s, 
RPG-2s, grenades, knives, swords, whatever . 

Buddhist amulets dangled in clusters from cords 
around their necks, protection from the" hazards of the 
job. They listened attentively, sometimes interrupting 
Col. Surachet as he drew a twisting line in the dirt with a 
stick, jabbing toward. areas where there was new 
information. He pointed up the road , and then at me. 

Four men broke from the informal formation and 
began to assemble their gear. "We'll take some of these 
men with us," Col. Surachet said. That was fine with 
me. The youngest of the four wiped off his favorite 
weapon, an RPG-2, slung it over his shoulder, and then 
checked each of the four rounds he would take with him . 
Another man placed a grenade into the breech of his 
M79, and wrapped a blue bandanna around his head . 
When they were finished with individual preparations, 
they looked ready to react in a heartbeat. I was glad they 
were coming. 

They laughed and joked with each other as they 
climbed into the truck bed, pointing first to my camera 
and then to themselves. The driver shifted into gear and 
we began to rock and roll up the road. The RPG man 
stood facing forward, braced against the cab, with the 
weapon on his shoulder. I noticed the trigger was on 
half-cock. As we bumped and skidded along, 1 realized 
how deep we were into the badlands. Everyone assumed 
the JOO-meter-stare ready position. I stood up next to the 
RPG man and made a mental note to try and avoid its 
back blast. 

We drove for about four klicks, then bottomed out -
stuck in deep mud-filled ruts. Forward and reverse, the 
driver tried to rock us out. We just got deeper. The 
engine screamed from the effort, RPM to the max. 
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Everyone dismounted except the radio operator and 
driver. Instinctively the M79 man and another man 
armed with an AK-47 went forward on either side of the 
road, then blended into the bush . The RPG man took up 
a position to the high side of the truck and crouched 
down on one knee. 

Snap, crackle, pop! Abruptly, semi- and automatic­
weapons fire broke toward our front, immediately ahead . 
The driver switched off the engine, then sprinted to the 
bushes. Two of our men with AKs ran forward, bent low 
at a half trot, and disappeared in the trees on our blind 
side. With the volume turned low, the radioman 
whispered into the handset and tried to make contact. 
The muffled one-two punch of a pair of grenades going 
off deep in the trees came from our front. The radio man 
calmly tried to raise someone on the net. Col. Surachet 
took the handset and spoke firmly and quietly. A reply 
came immediately. Two klicks ahead a Thai patrol had 
surprised some CTs with an RPG, and remained in 
contact. I stopped taking photographs and concentrated 
on the Ml6. 

"We're building the future . 
of Thailand.'' 

I hadn't placed a round in the chamber! It was too 
quiet to snap the bolt back . I remembered from Vietnam 
that it is possible to pull the bolt back on an Ml6, and 
lock it without a sound, thumb the selector switch to 
automatic, pull the trigger and fire by pushing the bolt 
release. Prepared, I sat back in the weeds and waited, 
next to the RPG man. He gave me a nod, and 1 noticed 
the trigger of his weapon was in the cock position. Ever 
since seeing a below-the-knee amputee victim of an RPG 
backblast in Afghanistan I like to keep one eye on where 
the thing's pointed. A light drizzle began to fall. 

The driver cautiously started the engine of the truck 
when the drizzle turned to rain which would mask the 
noise. With two men pushing, the truck was soon free 
and pointed in the direction from which we came. ·col. 
Surachet said something into the radio and then 
acknowledged the reply. "Maybe 10 CTs near here 
moving our way," he said . "There's a blocking force 
between them and us though." 

For my safety we withdrew. "They were probably 
going to mine the road," he said. "There's nothing much 
we can do about it, except beat them to it." The two 
point men backed up the road, eyes front. We mounted 
the truck and prepared to move out. The RPG man 
climbed aboard the tailgate facing rear. I crouched next 
to him . The driver started the truck and as we began to 
move, the others climbed on. 

"We'll go there next," Col. Surachet said, and pointed 
toward Khoa Kor. "There's a road to the top." 

We dropped the men of the 2nd Pack Troop off, and 
drove again onto the main laterite road. It now pushes 28 
kilometers from one direction, and 23 from another, with 
only a few kilometers in the middle remaining to be 
surfaced. Back on the main road, seemingly oblivious to 
the fire fight ahead, work continued . 

The road to Khoa Kor is most often at a 45-degree 
angle, and rutted with tracks and spill-off. We made it 
halfway. Col. Surachet laughed and said, "Let's walk." I 
left my Ml6 in the truck, thinking he meant over the 
next rise, but it was a long way up. 

As we walked steadily upward, he casually pointed out 
the sights with the barrel of his Ml6. "It took us eight 
days to take the next 800 meters . Can you see the bunker 
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complex over there?" he asked, pointing. I couldn 't see 
the small, dark opening in the bamboo thicket until we 
were within five meters of it. It was deep, and well-built, 
with a zigzag trench out the back and down the hill. 
"Look at this tree," he said. It was pockmarked and 
scarred with scores of hits. "Fifty caliber," he said . We 
passed a well-concealed Thai position, and walked along 
the ridgeline where it was narrowest, slanting sharply on 
either side down into the valley far below. The view was 
magnificent. 

Lush green forest stretched for miles on either side as 
far as we could see. Mist rolled over the landscape, then 
fell away beyond the ridge. "We lost eight people in this 
spot," he said . "It was very dangerous to cross here . 
Even after the road was built, they would crawl up and 
lay mines. Once Gen. Pichitr's driver balked and refused 
to go on. Gen . Pichitr took the wheel, told the man to sit 
next to him, and then drove on," he said and laughed . 

When we reached the top, a blue, white and red Thai 
flag snapped in the wind . Tightly gripping the highest 
elevation in the valley, a well-built forward fire support 
base ringed the crest. A pair of artillery pieces (a 155mm 
and 105mm each) guarded the road construction below . 
The area near Khoa Ya where we had just come from 
seemed peaceful from here . 

Two quick shots rang out from below as a Thai patrol 
signaled it was coming in through the perimeter wire, the 
international code for "All's Well." A night ambush 
patrol saddled up nearby and prepared to go out into the 
damp chill of evening. 

Far below, under the glare of lights, road construction 
continued. "We' re building more than a road here," 
Gen . Pichitr had said to me earlier. "We're building the 
future of Thailand." 

Continued on page 86 
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BELOW: Giant D-9 Caterpillar tractor leased for construction of road. Note 
logs bolted to driver's cage for protection. Supported by APCs and infantry, 
man and machine drove straight to heart of communist redoubt. BOTIOM: 
Maj. Gen. Pichitr Kullavanijaya inspects former CPT bunker and 
headquarters complex at Nong Mae Na on the Kek River, while Maj. 
Thomarat points out protecting tunnels across river with his Ml6. Note U.S. 
Colt .45-caliber pistol and two canteens - standard issue for jungle work. 
Maj . Gen. Pichitr carries short-barreled .38 Special. 
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SOF Saw In Mujahideen 
Trophy Room 

What Ivan Lost 
In Afghanistan 

by Jim Coyne 

ON the return flight to the United States from 
assignments in Southeast Asia, I stopped in Pakistan to 

make a brief check on the war situation in Afghanistan. I had 
ventured inside Afghanistan almost a year earlier (December 
1980) with the mujahideen, and wanted to see how the war was 
progressing almost a year later. I thought of all those people 
who had predicted that the Afghan resistance would roll over 
shortly after the invasion - how wrong they were. 

The war inside Afghanistan is going better than ever for the 
guerrilla mujahideen. Eighty to 90 percent of the countryside is 
securely in the hands of the freedom fighters; the Soviets only 
dare to venture out in force with protective air-cover. Soviet 
assaults into the Panjir Valley area had been repulsed for the 
umpteenth time, and morale was high. 

While I was there, I had the chance to visit one of the 
mujahideen's captured-weapons depots in Pakistan. I was 
surprised to find a quite extensive inventory of assorted Soviet 
weapons and materiel. 

It is standard procedure for the mujahideen to "sweep-up" 
after an engagement, with specific personnel assigned the task 
of stri pping the batt lefield of all usable weapons and gear. 
Others come in later and further strip vehicles, etc. All usable 
material is hauled away to be evaluated and used. Some of the 
stuff, such as avionics equipment, tank sights and damaged 
rockets, has no real value to the Afghans. This material is 
stored at variqus depots until a final disposition is made. The 
Afghans have managed to compile an eclectic assortment of 
somewhat-used equipment. Just a cursory browse revealed 
quite a few rather interesting pieces. 

In the limited time I had to look through the place, I 
discovered things no one in the West had ever seen before. 
There simply was not enough time for me to go through all the 
equipment. I selected items I knew would have the most 
interest, photographed them, and made a mental reservation to 
return as soon as possible. 

Interested parties, friendly to the United States or its allies, 
and able to provide adequate documentation to this effect, are 
encouraged to write Soldier of Fortune Magazine for rnore 
details regarding captured Soviet weapons, their availability, 
restrictions and price. 
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ABOVE: Side markings of new Soviet 
AGS-17 30mm grenade used in launcher 
that is capable of .firing 300 
rounds per minute. 

LEFT: Soviet radio transmitter and 
receiver. Can be Individually carried or 
mounted In a vehicle. Note Instructions 
for rigging antenna, calibrations, etc. 

BELOW: First folding-stock version of 
the new Soviet AK-74 assault weapon 
using 5.45mm ammunition. Note muzzle 
brake and sturdy stock construction. 

LOWER RIGHT: Soviet AK-74 with 
stock folded. Left side. 
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TOP: New Soviet RPG-18 (RPG-76) In the collapsed carrier position. Note 
firing diagrams using easy-to-understand drawings on sideplate. Similar 
In construction to U.S. LAW, MAW and HAW weapons (Light, Medium 
and Heavy Anti-tank Weapons). 

ABOVE: New Soviet RPG-18 (RPG-76) in extended-firing position. Note 
pop-up sights when tube Is extended. 

ABOVE: Close-up of new Soviet RPG-18 (RPG-76) Instructions mounted 
on weapon sldeplate. 
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Taking Secret Wraps Off 
USSR's Awesome AGS-17 

Why Doesn't U.S. 
Have .A Comparable System? 

by David C. Isby 

THE 30mm AGS-17 grenade launcher (AGS: Automatichesky Granatomat 
Stankovy, automatic grenade launcher) , nicknamed Plamya (flame), is one 

of the most powerful infantry weapons in the Soviet arsenal. Extensively used in 
Afghanistan , it has no equivalent in the United States Army or that of any other 
country. It gives the Soviets a powerful direct-fire-support weapon that can be 
used from a vehicle as well as from the ground on its tripod mount. 
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Captured Soviet 30mm grenade launcher 
photographed in Darra, Pakistan. With 
estimated range of 600-1,200 meters and 
cyclic firing rate of 300 roupds per minute , 
Western ordnance experts have described 
this weapon as "awesome . .. an automatic 
mortar. " Some of the rounds are believed 
lo be armor-piercing. Linked rounds feed 
from right-side feed box; rounds in 
photograph are draped over weapon. 
Weapon can be mounted on a vehicle or 
used in dismounted infantry mode. 
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The AGS-17 was first seen in use with 
Soviet troops in East Germany in the 
late 1970s. It represented a completely 
new type of weapon , especially for the 
Soviets. They had not previously used a 
weapon that fired grenades, and lacked 
an equivalent to the U.S. M79 "Thump 
Gun" 40mm grenade launcher or the 
M203 gren ade-launching attachment fo r 
the M 16 rine. The Soviet arm y does no t 
use ri fi e grenades, although some of it s 
allies - most notably the Polish army -
do . The weapon that appeared to be the 
nearest thing to a predecesso r to the 
AGS- 17 was in fact an American-built 
grenade lau ncher , a Honeywell design 
that used standard U.S. 40mm grenades 
and saw limited use in Vietnam, startin g 
in 1966, aboard patrol boats . The 
heavier tripod mount of this weapo n 
allowed it a range of 1,500 meters, as op­
posed to 400 meters for the same gre­
nad es fired from an M79. 

Before the introductio n of th e 
AGS- 17, Soviet mo torized rifle troops 
were dependent on vehicle-mounted 
weapo ns for direct-fire support. Dis­
mounted from their APCs or BMPs, 
they carried nothing heavier than a 
7 .62mm general-purpose machine gun . 
They depended on the 14.5mm gu ns of 
the APCs, the 73mm cannon of th e 
BMP and 1he IOOmm , I 15mm or 125mm 
guns of their tanks to engage any target 
that could not be handled by rifle-caliber 
weapons. The AGS-17 changed th at. In 
Afghanistan, vehicles could not go 
wherever the di smounted troops went , 
as was the norm for the Soviets. In much 
o f Afghanistan, the armored vehicles 
upon which th e Soviets depend are effec­
tively road-bound. Moreover, the weap­
ons with which these vehicles are a rmed 
were intended to be used against enemy 
armor - not target s like Afghan guer­
rillas. The AGS-17 can go with dis­
mounted , motorized riflemen or para­
troopers up into the hills. It can be lifted 
in by helicopter - it will certainly fit in­
to the passenger compartment o f a 
Hind. 

Tactically, AGS-17s are used to form 
a base of fire while the other elements of 
a Soviet tactical subunit advance - fire 
and movement being the basis of all tac­
tics in the Soviet (and any other) army . 
The AGS- 17 has advantages above a tri­
pod-mounted machin e gun. It s grenades 
can be used to demolish field fortifica­
tions, especiall y th e sangars (breast­
works of rocks) extensively used by the 
Afghans. A machine gun wou ld just 
splatter its fire agai nst th e rocks, allow­
ing the Afghans to crawl away to an­
other position. 

The AGS- 17 can also be used for indi­
rect fire, and so can sweep the reverse 
slope of hills. Its fragmentation effect is 
especially effecti ve against "soft" tar­
gets - anything not protected by armor. 
It has th e capabilit y to fire a wide variety 
of ammunition. 

In high-read iness Soviet motori zed ri­
fle divisions - such as those in East 
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Germany - each motorized rifle com ­
pan y equipped with BTR-60PB APCs 
has two AGS-l 7s. Motorized rifle com­
panies equipped with BMP infantry 
combat vehicles apparently do not use 
the AGS-17. In Afghani stan , however, it 
appears that the scale of issue is con­
siderabl y higher than the norm, and 
Soviet troops on operations are up­
gunn ed with additional AGS-17s and 
machine guns. 

Although the AGS-17 is designed for 
dismounted firepower, it can be fired 
from a BTR-60PB A PC - probably 
through an open roof hatch . Photos 
from Afghanistan have shown Soviet 
BMD airborne-in fantry co mbat vehicles 
with what appears to be an AGS-17 re­
placing their 2A20 73mm cannon. This 
would be a sensible field modification, 
as the 73mm is primaril y an anti -tank 
weapo n. Such fi eld modifications, com­
mon among U.S . forces in Vietnam, will 
probably be seen more and more in Af­
ghanistan as the Soviets attempt to 
adapt weapons intended to fight against 
NA TO o r the Ch inese to guerrilla war­
fa re. 

In 
Afghanistan, 
Soviet troops 
are upgunned 

with 
AGS-17s. 

The AGS-17 is fed from a belt, nor­
mally mounted in a 30-round drum mag­
azine. Its maximum range is about 1,500 
meters , but effective range would be 
less, possibly about 800 meters. Max­
imum cyclic rate of fire is estimated at 
400 rounds per minute. Weight, com­
plete with tripod, is approximately 17 
kilograms (40 pounds, including an 
empty magazine) which is not excessive 
for a company-level weapon . It is ap­
parently carried in two loads, the weap­
on and the tripod . 

The only projectile definitely iden­
tified so far is the 30mm VOF-2 grenade. 
It is a high-explosive fragmentation 
round, weighing 300 to 400 grams. It 
uses A-IX-I explosive, a standard Soviet 
compound of 94-percent RDF and 6-per­
cent wax. This is a very quick detonating 
explosive and is normally used in Soviet 
HEAT (High-Explosive, Anti-Tank) 
rounds, although it has previously been 
used in some smaller caliber HE-Frag 

rounds. The fuse appears to be a basic 
point detonating type. There have been 
reports of the AGS-1 7 using a shotgun­
type flechette round in Afghanistan, but 
this has not been confirmed. Uncon­
firmed reports have also suggested that a 
HEAT grenade might exist for the 
AGS-17. This would be a marked 
change in Soviet policy - it was 
previously thought ineffective to make 
HEAT warheads smaller than 55-57mm . 
Such a 30mm HEAT grenade could have 
a theoretical maximum penetration of 
150mm equivalent of homogenous-steel 
vertical armor, although in reality it 
would probably be Jess. 

The burst of a VOF-2 grenade would 
be 5 to 10 meters for effective fragmen­
tation pattern . This means that rapid 
fire could cover an area with deadly fire 
very quickly, making the AGS-17 a per­
fect suppression weapon. A 30-round 
magazine can clear out a considerable 
area . 

The area-fire capabilities of the AGS-
17 would make it an ideal helicopter­
mounted weapon . There have been un­
confirmed published reports that such a 
version is in fact in action in Afghan­
istan, mounted on Mi-8 Hip-E gunships. 

Data on the AGS-17 is relatively 
scarce because the weapon has not yet 
been exported - none have yet been 
seen in non-Soviet armies - and so 
many of the usual channels for 
evaluating Soviet weapons would not 
apply . One captured AGS- 17 is known 
to have come out of Afghanistan. It was 
brought out by British intelligence assets 
and is thus presumably undergoing 
evaluation and testing by the British. 
The Americans are known to have sev­
eral 30mm grenades, but no AGS- J 7s. 

British technical intelligence from 
Afghanistan has outstripped American 
efforts on several occasions. The British 
secured the first 5.45mm AKS assault ri ­
fle to come west. They have also secured 
some other choice items of hardware -
including some very interesting veh icles . 
Doubtlessly one day someone will write 
a best seller about these efforts, but the 
time is not yet here for an open discus­
sion. However , it should be pointed out 
that the British have been running in­
telligence networks inside Afghanistan 
for almost 200 years, and in a part of the 
world where ties of tradition are very 
strong, this may give them addi tional 
leverage. 

The AGS-17 is a highly signi fica nt 
new weapon . The capabilities it gives to 
Soviet motorized ri fie units mandate 
that other nations - be they American 
or Afghan - develop effective tactics 
for use against forces that may deploy 
significant numbers of AGS-17s. But 
before that can be done, more must be 
known about this weapon. Ignorance 
may prove fatal. 
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Bill Wilson on surprise " House Clearing" 
course. 

Ross Seyfried (right) and Springbok Dale 
Guthrie in man-versus-man competition. 
Seyfried won and went on to face Andy 
Goosen in finals . Seyfried was sponsored by 
Jeff Cooper 's American Pistol Institute . 

loading his magazine, was assured by his 
fellow South Africans that he could pull 
it off . Seyfried patiently waited at the 
line. 

In a dramatic climax Goosen shot his 
way into IPSC history as he downed 
Seyfried in the last round. Friends and 
fa ns poured onto the field and hoisted 
the shoot-off king to their shoulders in a 
display unique to any shooting spo rt . 
Seyfried, however , by his steady shoot­
ing had earned the agnomen - World 
Champion! 

The team results also reflected the in­
fluence of the Americans: I . United 
States of America Gold Team, 2. Re­
public of South Africa Springboks, and 
3. United States of America Silver 
Team . 

In two years Ross Seyfried and the 
United States will put their titles on the 
line in England. Seyfried is probabl y th e 
finest practical shooter the United States 
has produced and will be favored in 
1983. If you are interested in practica l 
pistol shooting contact: IPSC, P .0. Box 
626, Sioux City, IA SI 102. 
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United States Gold Team: (Standing, from 
left) Nick Pruitt , Mickey Fowler, John 
Shaw, Ross Seyfried and Mike Plaxco. 
Kneeling: U.S. Region IPSC Director Jake 
Jatras (right) whispers sweet nothings to 
SOF Editor/ Publisher Robert K. Brown . 
SOF provided a $ 1,000 award to Seyfried 
for being the top shooter. 

TOP 16 SHOOTERS 
OVERALL 

1. Ross Seyfried . ... . . . . . . 128 .000 
2. Mickey Fowler . ... . . . . . 122 .84 1 
3. Andy Goosen ..... . .. . . 119.463 
4. JohnShaw . .... . ...... 119.174 
S. Jimmy Von Sorgenfrei . . l IS .3S7 
6. Gavin Carson ..... . . .. . 111 .473 
7. Nick Stamatiadis .. . . . .. 107 .246 
8. Ray Neal . . . .. .. . . .... . lOS.124 
9. Nick Pruitt . .. . ... . ... . 103 .022 

10. Paul Liebenberg . ... . ... 102.08S 
11. Pa ul Brom field . . . ... . .. 101.413 
12. Tom Campbell . . . . . ... . 99 .9S7 
13 . Peter Slack ............ 98.634 
14. Dale Guthrie . . . . ... . . . . 96.634 
IS . Marcel Barnard ....... . 91.631 
16. Roger Stockbridge. . . . . . 87 . 194 

SOF SUPPORT 
Soldier of Fortune played a majo r 

role in assisting the United States 
Team members on their journey to 
the Gold Medal. SOF sponsored 
three of the five members of the 
finest combat pistol team in the 
world : 

John Shaw, two-time IPSC United 
States Champion from Memphis, 
T enn., won thi s year's "Steel 
Challenge" and served as captain of 
the Gold Team. 

Nick Pruitt earned his reputation 
for speed in so uthern California and 
won last year's IPSC U.S. National 
man-versus-man com petition . Pruitt 
now works as a firearms instructor in 
Walled Lake, Mich. 

Mike Plaxco of Rola nd , Ark., won 
the IPSC Mid-Winter Champion­
ships in Ohio and placed th ird in the 
U.S . Nationals. 

Soldier of Fortune is proud to have 
sponsored th ese outstand ing practical 
pi stol competitors and congratulates 
th em for bringing the Un it ed States 
the World Team Championship . 
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ABOVE 
Text & Photos by D. R. McMillan 

"It is my duty as a 
pararescueman to save life 

and aid the injured. I will be 
prepared at all times to 

perform my assigned duties 
quickly and efficiently, 

placing these duties before 
personal desires and 

comforts. These things I do 
so that others may live." 

Pararescueman's Oath 

"SURE we teach 'em to jump into 
trees . We tell 'em to pick out the 

biggest tree in the area and drop that 
canopy right over the top of it. " 

Senior Master Sgt. Jim Spears, Chief 
of Medical Services at the U.S. Air 
Force Pararescue School, Kirtland AFB, 
N.M., is explaining some of the training 
pararescuemen receive that other elite 
military units don't. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR 
After 18 years in the Air Force, 

D.R. McMillan was embarrassed to 
find that there was a group of people 
called Pararescuemen - one of the 
finest elite forces in the world - and 
he had never heard of them. 

As a Marine corporal, McMillan 
was a 3965 DKW driver. He went in­
to the Air Force as a munitions and 
ground-electronics man , and retired 
with the rank of major in 1973. With 
service in Korea (1953-54) and Viet­
nam (1964-65), he is now a freelance 
writer living in Colorado. 

He felt that there might be others 
who didn't know that the Air Force 
has super troops too. 

-John Metzger 

USAF Col. Devol Breu is shown being 
pulled into HH-53 Jolly Green Giant 
helicopter by P Js Charles Vogeley and 
Dennis Richardson . He had been shot down 
over South China Sea during a mission over 
NVN . He was rescued within 10 minutes of 
his ejection. 

"What's on the ground in wooded 
terrain? Old rotten logs, rocks and what­
not. A would-be rescuer with a broken 
ankle or leg isn't worth a damn to 
anybody." 

"Or to put it another way," says 
Master Sgt. Leif Arvidson, Comman­
dant of the Pararescue School's 
Operating Location J (OLJ), at 
Lackland AFB, Texas, "most of the 
time it's easier to hit the biggest tree in 
the area than to find a little hole to drop 
through." 

Spears continues, "Our students wear 
protective gear and carry a 180-foot let­
down tape as part of their normal jump­
ing equipment. It 's the most practical 
way to reach the target in wooded ter­
rain ." 

This is certainly not a new tactic in 
parachuting. The SAS used it in Malaya 
in the 1950s (See "SAS at War in Ma­
laya," SOF, April '81). It is, however, 
the type of thing that makes pararescue­
men a little bit different. A man is well 
into his nearly one year of training 
before he is allowed to make jumps like 
this . He first must be selected as 
physically and mentally tough enough to 
enter the program which will, if he's 
lucky, graduate him as a pararescueman 
- or P J as they prefer to be called. 

"It starts at the OLJ. We might look 
at 2,000 people before we can get a class 
of about 40 together that are fit enough 
to begin training," says Spears . "Eight 
to nine weeks later there'll be maybe five 
left to move on to Benning." (U.S. Ar­
my Jump School , Fort Benning, Ga.) 

Arvidson elaborates, "The biggest 
difference between pararescue and other 
elite units in the military is our selection 
process. We are super selective. A stu­
dent must be in above-average physical 
condition or he won't even be able to 
start training as a pararescueman. He 
can't be a dummy either. There is acer­
tain degree of academics involved. We 
try our best to ensure that a student who 
makes it through our program at the 
OLJ will not have a problem after he 
leaves. When we get feedback that a par­
ticular portion of training is giving the 
students a problem, we adjust our pro­
gram to prepare our graduates to cope 
with that type of training. At the OLJ, 
we try to run five classes a year of about 
42 students each. Classes should ideally 
consist of 26 basic trainees, eight 
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crosstrainees and eight reserves of Air 
National Guard troops. We have to look 
at an awful lot of guys before we can 
even start a class. In a really good year, 
the entire training process might put 30 
P J s into the field." 

Although the specifics of his chosen 
career are mainly taught to him during 
his 20 weeks at Kirtland, the potential 
P J must qualify in other areas first. Get­
ting through the rigorous nine weeks at 
the OLJ is the toughest. Next comes 
eight weeks with the Army, three weeks 
of jump school and five weeks in Key 
West, Fla., at the Special Forces under­
water operations (SCUBA) swimming 
school. Then he moves to Fairchild Air 
Force Base, Wash., for 2\12 weeks of ai r 
crew survival training. 

"Most of the attrition occurs at the 
OLJ," continues Arvidson. "In the firs t 
week 50 percent will be eliminated 
because they aren't equal to the physical 
demands . A lot of them can't take 
harassment. We want to make sure that 
pressure eliminates them here, not at the 
end of a cable in combat. During the 
subsequent five weeks, we pare out the 
rest who either are not motivated or 
can't hack it. That generally leaves us 
with five to eight people to send down 
the pipeline for further training." 

The three-man cadre that makes up 
the Pararescue Selection Team at the 
OLJ, in addition to making sure that the 
students are academically and physically 
fit, has another responsibility placed on 
them by the Air Force. 

Arvidson explains, "This program has 
an adaptability clause built into it by the 
Air Force. Instructors can and will wash 
out a trainee who, in thei r opinion, is 
not adaptable to the career field (a total 
of about 260 worldwide). 

"That's a pretty heavy responsibility 
for both the students and our fellow P Js 
in the field. To obviate the possibility of 
possible prejudice getting in the way, no 
one is eliminated in this fashion unless 
the vote is 3-0 against him." 

"We have a lot of responsibility, but 
so does the student," says Staff Sgt. 
Kim Gregory, NCO in charge of the Par­
arescue Selection Team, Lackland Air 
Force Base. "After the first couple of 
weeks we just lay out a basic schedule 
for training and, aside from normal 
classroom sessions, the class must be 
self-motivated to keep up with the 
scheduled goals. Weekly evaluations tell 
us who's motivated and who isn't." 

"We coach and teach but the students 
have to keep pace on their own initia­
tive," says Staff Sgt. Ray Cooper , third 
member of the selection team. "I can 
motivate anybody to do one or two more 
pushups than he thought he could if I 
stand over him all the time, but that' s 

Gunner and observer with GAU-28 aboard 
HH-53 Super Jolly Green Giant helicopter. 
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not the type of person who'll become a 
good P J." 

Sgt. Arvidson adds, "PJs used to be 
their own worst enemies. Always in 
trouble of some kind. Punching out the 
wrong guy at the wrong time, that sort 
of thing . It was decided that our former 
training was turning out animals, not 
thinkers. 

"The new approach lets the st udent 
motivate himself so he doesn't have to 
continually show how tough he is to 
others, because he's already proven to 
himself he can do anything he wants 
through his own initiative. This new 
system seems to be turning out a more 
complete P J." 

Talking to the students at the OLJ, it 
is easy to see how the program works. 
You are unlikely to see more gung ho, 
highly motivated troops anywhere in the 
military. Even the students washed back 
for medical reasons have fire in their 
eyes when they express their gratitude 
for being set back and not kicked out. 
Sgt. Matt Parker, a cross trainee from 
security police who is recovering from a 
knee injury, says, "In most cases, a stu­
dent will run with an injury for days for 
fear he'll be dropped from the 
program." 

"We find that most of our guys have 
little trouble once they leave the OLJ. 
They often find themselves in leadership 
roles in other programs because physical 
demands on them are much less than 
they're used to. After all, they've been 
running six miles a day in 42 minutes or 
less, swimming 4,000 meters a day in 80 
minutes or less and when they go down 
for pushups they do 50 not the 10 re­
quired by the Army," says Spears. 

"I've had some of the P Js come in 
here to start their medical training and 
tell me that jump school and SCUBA 
schoo l were kind of a nice break, a lmost 
like a vacation." 

The medical training that Spears 
refers to ac tually started at the OLJ , 
where the men were introduced to med­
ical terminology, anatomy and phy­
siology . During the 10 1/2 weeks between 
the OLJ and Kirtland they have been 
studyi ng these subjects on their own, at 
a rate prescribed by the pararescue 
school's staff. 

"We test the guy when he gets here," 
says Spears, "just to make sure he's up 
to par. Then we get down to what we 
think is the best trauma-medicine course 
available anywhere.' ' 

This is not braggadocio. Local med­
ical and rescue personnel con firm the 
co ur se' s quality. Rick Goodman. 
search -and-rescue (SAR) field coor­
dinator for the New Mexico State Po­
lice, concurs with Spear's assessment. 

"I feel it 's undoubtedly the best. The 
main reason is that it has got to be the 
most realist ic training available . When a 
PJ does get into a real situation, he's not 
surprised by the gruesome shock and 

FEBRUARY/82 

--

Sgt. Tom Pope flew 142 combat missions 
during his 13 months in Southeast Asia as a 
PJ. While trying to rescue a downed pilot 
in January 1969, Pope took a shot in his 
left leg, and it had to be amputated. Before 
taking leave , Pope stood on the ramp at 
Udom RT AFB to cheer the HH-53 and his 
fellow PJs on. Raising his right hand, he 
flashed the 'V' sign - but for two not 
victory: He would be back in two years. 

t rauma that might exist. Their training 
turns out a very professional medic who 
remains calm, cool and collected under 
the most trying circumstances. 

"l 've been in this business 15 years. 
We in New Mexico have a reputation , 
among those who know, of being one of 
the best civilian SAR units in the States. 
When we need to call in the P Js, we 
know it's like putting superman to work 
on the problem. 

BIRDS OF 
BOTH FEATHERS 

It has been said that pararescue is 
the only military unit appreciated by 
both the doves and the hawks: the 
doves because of the humanitarian 
aspects of pararescue work and the 
hawks because pararescuemen are 
trained to use any method necessary 
to accomplish their humanitarian 
role. Who could disagree? -0.R.M. 

"Just a few weeks ago, we had a situa­
tion where a guy was literally hanging 
onto a three-inch ledge. He'd been there 
a couple of hours and he ' d already seen 
his buddy die. We knew it would take us 
at least three hours of rope work to get 
to him. 

"We had already called for parares­
cue and when l saw Jim [Senior Master 
Sgt. Spears] coming out the door of that 
Huey 'N' model on the hoist, I had no 
worries at all. There was no doubt in 
anybody's mind that he saved that vic­
tim's life ." 

Jim Bagian, a m1ss1on specialist and 
former flight surgeon in the NASA pro­
gram, expresses his opinion of parares­
cuemen. "I only became aware of these 
people when I began working on the re­
covery operation for the space shuttle. 
I' ve been impressed wit h their profes­
sionalism in the medical field. After all, 
when a PJ is working, both his life and 
the patients' are generall y on the line. 
They mu st be quick an d effective in their 
treatment. They are an impressive group 
of people . " 

Spears continues, "The medical por­
tion of the training lasts six weeks. We 
start with basic patient exam and diag­
nosis and they learn our medical kit. 
Each week we cover a different type of 
injury - like chest, head, eye and face. 
At the end of each week we set up prac­
tical situations where they' ll have to 
diagnose, treat and prepare to evacuate 
the patient. Then we terminate the exer­
cise, tell him he's at the hospital a nd to 
debrief the doctor." 

The "kit" Spears refers to is a 35-
pound medical kit every P J carries. It's 
designed to care for one patient for three 
days or three patients for one day. The 
contents are those necessary to treat the 
trauma injuries encountered in a typical 
aircraft accident. Other kits with which 
they must become familiar are a back-up 
kit, a burn kit, a hypothermia kit and a 
mass-casualty kit. These are normally 
sto red aboard alert a ircraft. HC-130 res­
cue planes, HH-3, HH-53 and HU-IN 
helicopters are used depending on the 
mission of each individ ual pararescue 
unit. 

As the student progresses through the 
medical phase of instruction , the prac­
tical situations become more and more 
complex. The realism injected into the 
program becomes pretty gruesome. 

"We try to be as realistic as we can 
during the practicals. We use mortic­
ian' s wax, fake blood , ch icken bones 
and thin gs like that, " says the chief 
medical in structor. "When these kid 
look at that guy lying th ere all bloody, 
screaming and yelling, you can tell for a 
minut e they ' re thinking , 'My God , 

soumm 011 l'OH'l'UNE 63 



Sgt. Spears prepares "victim" for stude~t 
diagnosis and treatment evaluation. 

they' ve run a real one in on me.' " 
After the students become trauma 

medics, they go into specialized jump 
training. That 's where the tree jump 
comes in. "They only do that once if 
they do it right. " 

Spears continues, "They'll do three 
land jumps and three water jumps. This 
is specialized jumping. They already 
know how to jump out of airplanes . 
They learned that at Ft. Benning. Now 
they're using our canopy [AP-28s­
l 7I 18] and they're learning to fly 
together as a two-man team carrying all 
their medical gear. In the case of the 
water jumps they're also wearing their 
scuba tanks and equipment.' ' 

The land jumps are generally done at 
Kirtland, altitude 5,352 feet. On a calm 
day at that altitude, a directional chute 
gets you to the ground in a hurry. 

The school maintains two recovery 
boats and a small facility at Elephant 
Butte Lake, about 100 miles from Kirt­
land. Some water-jump training is done 
there but, primarily, water-jump train­
ing is done at Selfridge Air National 
Guard Base, Mich., McCiellen Air Force 
Base, Calif., Eglin Air Force Base, Fla. 
or Homestead Air Force Base, Fla. 

Spears explains, "Where we take the 
students depends upon which of our 
units can support the training exercise at 
any given time. Naturally, we'll only go 
to Selfridge and jump Lake Michigan in 
the summer. We'll take the students to 
one of the two bases in Florida or the 
one in California only when they can 
support us without screwing up their 
missions . 

"We primarily use Elephant Butte for 
low-and-slow training. We fly an H-3/ 
H-53 in at IO feet and 10 knots and the 
troops jump either with or without their 
scuba gear. This drill is used to train P Js 
to get in the water and assist a pilot who 
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After successful tree jump, pararescue 
student prepares to use his let-down strap. 

is still tangled up in his chute and shroud 
lines or anything else that he punched 
out with . 

"You know, those pilots receive a lot 
of training on what to do when they hit 
the water, but somehow a lot of them 
lose all sense of reason when the time 
really comes." 

There is another reason for learning 
the low-and-slow deployment technique . 
Sgt. Spears relates a practical exercise 
from his own experience in Southeast 
Asia . 

"There was an F-105 pilot down in the 
Gulf of Tonkin about a half-mile off­
shore. We went scootin' in and saw the 
bad guys were lobbing rounds out there 
trying to get him . I told the pilot that 
there was no way I wanted him to hover 
out there while we dropped a hook . 

"We went in low and slow. I dropped 
off when I felt comfortable with the 
si tuation and swam with the guy out to 

HOWTOJOIN­
PHYSICAL 

REQUIREMENTS 
AFR 39-11 , Chapter 8, contains 

crosstraining information for those in 
the Air Force who- th ink panirescue 
would better meet their career objec­
tives. Those in other branches of the 
service should check with their per­
sonnel officer for the proper regs and 
form s. Civilians should contact an 
Air Force recruiter who can provide 
information on a career in parares­
cue. 

The physical-fitness test given to 
allow entry in pararescue training 
consists of but is not limited to these 
minimum requirements: 
RUN: 1.5 miles-12 min . 
SWIM: 1500 meters-45 min . 
SWIM UNDERWATER: 25 meters . 
TWO-COUNT CHINUPS: 6-30 
sec . 
TWO-COUNT PUSHUPS: 

36-1 min . 
FOUR-COUNT FLUTTER KICKS: 

35-1 min. 
TWO-COUNT SITUPS: 30-1 min . 

the open sea. When we were out of 
range, the Jolly Green [H-3] came in and 
picked us up." 

The tree jumps mentioned earlier are 
now made at Eglin Air Force Base in­
stead of the rugged high-altitude terrain 
of New Mexico used previously. An un­
acceptable number of torn chutes and 
injuri~s is the reason for the change . In 
the near future , the school hopes to 
coordinate the tree (I) and water (2 day, 
I night) jumps at one location . 

"We own a piece of land up on the 
back side of Santa Fe, N.M . It' s about 
six miles wide and seven miles long, " 
says Spears. "We may not get to jump it 
·any more, for safety reasons , bu t our 
boys still get a chance to use it dur­
ing their two weeks of mountain opera­
tions. " 

-In mountain training , the students use 
the old, issue mummy bag and shelter 
half that many of us remember. How­
ever , the equipment they'll use at their 
assigned field units is locally purchased 
and most of it can be found in the better 
mountaineering and backpacking stores. 

Spears elaborates, "We've gone to the 
super-light, ultra-sophisticated moun­
tain tents and bags similar to the type 
described in your March issue . [See 
" Silent Enemy: Hot Tips for Cold 
Weather ," SOF, March ' 81.] The old 
stuff is just too heavy to pack around ." 

Considering all the gear a pararescue­
man has to take on a mountain rescue -
like litters, medical kit s, skis and snow 
shoes, if necessary - the fess weight he 
carries, the more effectively he can get in 
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and bring back a live patient. 
"You know, the Army, Navy and Air 

Force can all field a rescue unit with a 
medic aboard," says Rick Goodman. 
"The big difference is that these P Js are 
trained in parachuting, scuba diving and 
mountain climbing. When they go into a 
rescue, they're not only physically fit 
enough to extricate themselves if things 
go wrong, but they have the right equip­
ment. If they have to walk out, we don't 
have to worry about having to go in 
after them. That's not always true of the 
other military units I've worked SAR 
missions with. 

"Mountain operations only last 13 
days, but the students learn it all," 
Spears points out. "They start with easy 
walking and climbing exercises to build 
confidence and get familiar with the ter­
rain . Then they get into chimney climbs, 
setting belaying stations, the use of the 
Jumar System and of course rappel­
ling." 

They never let the students forget 
they're primarily medics. While in this 
phase o f instruction, after they've 
learned the rudimentary techniques of 
climbing, they must use those techniques 
to reach a patient and treat him . 

Spears adds, "After treating the pa­
tient , they have to get him off the moun­
tain . There are several ways to do this. 
All depend on the extent of the patient's 
injuries. The use of a litter lowered 
either horizontally or vertically and the 
buddy rappel (carrying the patient pig­
gyback) are the most common ways to 
get him down. It's not an easy 13 days." 

Even in training; P Js may save lives. 
Tech. Sgt. Bob La Pointe, presently 
NCOlC of the Pararescue Team, Osan 
Air Force Base, Korea, relates an inci­
dent concerning a group of pararescue­
men training for high-altitude rescue 
work on Mount McKinley, Alas.ka, in 
1977. 

"We had reached the 14,000-foot 
level and were in the midst of an ac­
climatization stop. We got word by 
radio that a Japanese team ahead of us 
was having trouble at 17 ,000 feet. They 
didn ' t really ask for help or say what the 
specific problem was, but we decided to 
keep an eye on them through the 
binoculars . We saw a party of about six 
start to descend . At the same time we got 
word that one of the party was suffering 
from pulmonary edema but that he was 
still ambulatory and coming down under 
his own power. 

"They got to the 16,000-foot level and 
started down a 1,500-foot wall when all 
movement stopped. We watched for a 
while and decided they needed help. I 
sent two guys ahead with light gear so 
they could move fast. The rest of us 
went up behind them as back-up. 

"We easily got the Japanese climber 
off the wall and brought him back to the 
14,000-foot level where he could be 
taken off by helicopter. The team then 
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TECH SEC* 
MICRO TAPE RECORDER 

Ultra-small, 4.75" x 2.125" x .625", yet capable of three hour-per-side 
recording time. Exceptional fidelity. Best for its size. Very simple to 
operate. Record volume is automatically level controlled. Will pick-up a 
whisper. Excellent choice for conversations, interviews, conferences, or 
notes. Supplied with playback headphone, tape, and batteries. Available 
with self-contained VOX. 

PORTABLE TELEPHONE SCRAMBLER 

This handy speech frequency inverter has been designed to use with 
all types of telephones. It will allow private communications between a pair 
or more of users. No wiring, nothing to plug in. Powered by simple 9VDC 
battery. Portable, take it anywhere, 11" x 3.5" x 4.5". Twenty-five separate 
codes are switch-selectable for added security. 

TRANSMITTOR/RECORDER DETECTOR 

Compact and lightweight. A full range of detectors are available to 
alert the presence of concealed radio transmitters or tape recorders. 
Pictured, the POCKET XMTR/ RECORDER DETECTOR. Smaller than.a 
cigarette pack. This detector offers exceptional sensitivity and features a 
vibrator type silent alert. Rechargeable battery, discrete antenna probe 
and comprehensive instructions supplied. 

MARK II VOICE ANALYZER 

The Mark II Voice Stress Analyzer electronically processes speech 
from any source: live, recorded or telephoned. The voice is electronically 
analyzed, and a numerical value, representing the emotional stress level, 
is instantaneously displayed and/or recorded on a paper graph. The 
Mark 11 features a real-time conversation analyzer, helpful when 
processing interviews and negotiations. 110/220VAC, 50/ 60HZ. 

SPECTRUM ANALYZER 

When threat of bugging must be neutralized, and when the enemy 
possesses a certain sophistication, a portable spectrum analyzer is most 
useful. With a frequency range of .4-1 OOOMHZ, and AM/ FM demodulator­
audio amplifier, you can identify, even locate the source of: RF trans­
missions present. Supplied in a rugged carrying case, with antenna, 
re~hargeable battery and comprehensive instructions. 

WATER-JEL FIRE BLANKET 

The most effective fire protection device ever devised. Fire escape, 
fire entry, extinguishing, proximity, and pre-medical first aid burn 
treatment. Not the run-of-the-mill fire blanket. Will withstand flame and 
temperatures in excess of 2700F. F.D.A. accepted. Being adopted world­
wide. Available in two sizes: large, with 5' x 8' blanket; or small, with 2.5' x 3' 
blanket. Easy to store and deploy. Water Jel provides multi-purpose, 
fire life-safety functions. 

SCIENCE OF ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE 
This bo9k is a complete state-of-the-art review 

of all known audio surveillance techniques. 

METAL DETECTOR 
Portable, sensitive, in use around lhe world. 

All-purpose, handheld. Ideal for body searches. 

HAND SH0CKER 
Excellent for personal defense, this pocket· 

sized unit produces a non-lethal shock 

REARSCOPE 
Top quality eyeglasses, with concealed, adjust· 

able mirrors, permit you to see behind yourself. 

• ' . 
. 

-A complete catalog of TECHNICAL SECURITY hardware is available for ten dollars per copy, 

refundable with future purchase. I ·<\ , E R 
Dealer inquiries invited Most items shipped from stock 

LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 
88 HOLMES STREET• BOX 128 • 8ELLEVILLE, NEW JERSEY 0 7109 PHONE 2011751-0001•TLX642073 • LEA8LVL •CABLE· LEA 
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True Story Of 
The First Cav In 

Vietnam!! 
"A gut-level story of the pain and 
pride that was Vietnam to the 
American combat soldier." 

Available from Montage Books, 
Inc. Send $2.95 plus $1.00 for 
postage and handling for each 
book to: 

Montage Books, Inc. 
1701 4th St. N.E. 
Mpls., Minn. 55413 

THE BRASS RAT 
POSSIBLY THE MOST 
IMPORTANT ADVANCE IN 
KNIFE SHARPENING SINCE 
THE ROCK - A TRULY DIFFERENT 
HONING SURFACE THAT 
ACTUALLY SHAVES AWAY DULL 
EDGE METAL - CUTS THROUGH 
THE HARDEST TOOL STEEL 
OUICKL Y AND EASILY - WITHOUT 
GRIT OR ABRASIVES. 

NOT A STEEL OR COATED STICK -
BUT A REVOLUTIONARY NEW CONCEPT -
A PRECISION SURFACED SHARPENING 
ROD WITH COUNTLESS CIRCULAR 
CUTIING RINGS THAT BRING ANY 
BLADE TO A SMOOTHER, STRONGER, 
SHARPER EDGE FASTER THAN ANY 
ABRASIVE HONE - EVEN DIAMONDS. 

SO TOUGH IT'S GUARANTEED FOR LIFE. 

The Original Niaja® 
The knife named for the most highly 
developed defense form known to man! 
• Single edge, fixed blade knife 
• Patented sheath design for belt or quick 

release shoulder harness 
• Blade material-440-C high carbon 

stainless steel 
• Weight- 4-1/2 ounces, knife & sheath 
• Overall length- 8" 
Made only by ... 

~)v\Mk 
KNIVES 

P.O. Box 998, Gastonia, N.C. 28052 
Made in USA 

Patent #4,211,003 
Send $1.00 For Fully i llustra ted color brochure & prices. 

Dealer packages available. 

.. AS UNIQUE AS ITS NAME ·· 

81'2 " OPEN LENGTH - RETRACTS TO COMPACT 
POCKET SIZE INTO A BEAUTIFULLY CRAFTED 

HANDLE OF HAND TURNED NAVAL BRASS AND 
RICHLY GRAINED HARDWOODS - A DURABLE 

RUGGED QUALITY THAT'S SALTWATER 
AND WEATHERPROOF - THE 

ULTIMATE FIELD COMPANION 
FORTDDAY'S PREMIUM KN IVES. 

IN FACT THE BRASS RAT IS 
ENDORSED BY AMERICA'S LEADING 

FINE BLADE MAKER AS " A 
• GREAT NEW IDEA IN SHARPENING 

DEVICES" . 

THIS EXCELLENT AMERICAN 
MADE PRODUCT IS BEING 

OFFERED ONLY ON A 
FACTORY DI RECT BASIS. 

BRASS RAT 
INDUSTRIES 

$28.00 
IT WILL NOT BE 

AVAILABE AT STORES 
OR DEALERS. 

PLUS s1 .50 SHIPPING 
P.O. BOX 187 
WEST SENECA. N.Y. 
14224 

N Y RESIDENTS ADD 
APPROPRIATE SALES TAX 

N Y PHONE 1-715-552-9095 

KNIFE COURTESY 
GERBER LEGENDARY 

BLADES-

PORTLAND,OR. 

ORDER DIRECT TOLL FREE 1-800-828-7288 AN D CHARGE TO 
VISA OR MASTERCHARGE - OR SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR 

$28.00 PLUS $1.50 SHIPPING TO ABOVE ADDRESS - MAIL ORDER CHARGES 
PLEASE ADD CARD NUMBER AND EXPIRATION DATE. 

NAME ___________ VISAI MASIERCARDNO -------

ADDRESS ----------- EXPIRATION DAIE ---------

Cll t------"'TAff__,ZIP __ _ © 198 1 BRASS RAT IN DU STRIES 
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continued the climb to the summit . It 
was a pretty routine rescue." 

After mastering their mountaineering 
skills, the students begin ground opera­
tions. Emphasis here is placed on patrol 
movement in two-man teams . Students 
are taught map reading, compass use, 
camouflage and other forms of conceal­
ment. This training is conducted by the 
only two non-P Js on the staff at 
Kirtland . They are survival technicians. 
The senior survival tech is Tech. Sgt. 
Martin Alvarez. 

"It's a lot of fun tra ining these guys," 
says Alvarez . "Even though there are a 
few P Js that are in the career fi eld for 
the glory that's generated by a unit of 
this type, the vast majority who come 
through here are motivated by a deep 
desire to be able to help others. The 
medical training they get makes it possi­
ble for them to realize that desire. 

"We make sure that when they leave 
us they can navigate on the ground. We 
make sure they understand small-unit 
tactics so they can operate in combat en­
vironments without being seen or heard . 

"We also refresh their survival skills 
learned at Fairchild, such as protecting 
themselves from the elements and rela­
ting basic survival skills to combat." 

Survival-equipment selection is also 
taught during ground operations. Usual­
ly selection of shelters and sleeping bags 
and other specialized equipment is done 
by the unit a P J will be assigned to, and 
varies according to the local condi tions 
- but some survival gear will be chosen 
by personal preference . 

"In this area [New Mexico]," explains 
Sgt. Alvarez , "it really doesn't get cold 
enough for down gear, which gets wet 
and useless quicker than some o f the 
new fiber equipment. We generally try 
to stay away from shelters that are lined 
with polyurethane because they'll ice up 
quicker and heavier from condensation 
than just plain nylon . 

"We train the students with regular 
military gear. It can be used for cold­
weather survival if you really know what 
you 're doing. In my opinion, the best 
things going in military winter-survival 
gear are wool shirts, trousers and vapor­
barrier boots. That stuff can really hel p 
keep you alive. 

"The majority of combat clothing I 
see out now, like jungle fati gues, cam­
mies, packs and things - even the stuff 
I see in Soldier of Fortune Magazine -
is made out of nylon, and when nylon 
brushes against nylon it is just too noisy 
in a hostile environment. I prefer wear­
ing quieter materials like wool or 100 
percent cotton." 

Sgt. Alvarez continues, "We also 
teach other survival skills, like trying to 
smell natural. Tobacco smell on the skin 
can be easily detected from a short 
distance by a nonsmoker. No tooth­
paste; brush with salt water. No mouth­
wash . No deodorants. Clothing should 
not be washed in detergents wi th per-
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fumy odors, just plain soap. When you 
are going into an area where you might 
be close to hostile forces, you even have 
to watch what foods you eat. It's a case 
of trying to smell as neutral as possible." 

Whenever possible, personal weapons 
training is provided during ground oper­
ations. All P Js in combat carry the 
Smith & Wesson Combat Masterpiece 
and the GAU-5 SMG. Instructor and 
range-time limitations make it difficult 
to increase ground-weapon skills while 
the student is still in training. Expertise 
in this area is, however, among the first 
things the new P J will be required to ac­
complish upon assignment to his field 
unit. 

Spears explains, " The students famil­
iarize themselves with the M 16 while 
they ' re at Lackland. There's no real rea­
son to have extensive hand-carried­
weapons training here. We. try to work it 
in where we can, but time is a limiting 
factor. We know that when the student 
graduates and goes to his new unit, he'll 
have more time for that training." 

Skills taught during ground opera­
tions are those which over a number of 
years have been determined to be the 
most effective - usually because some­
one tried a particular technique and 
lived to pass it on to someone else. In 
combat, those skills are also used in 
other ways, on a selective basis. Exam­
ples: the Song Tay prison rescue attempt 
into North Vietnam in 1970 and the 
rescue of the crew of the American Ship 
SS Mayaquez from the Khmer Rouge on 
the Cambodian island of Koh Tang in 
1975. Pararescuemen were involved in 
both. 

Although combat skills are taught and 
used if necessary, Chief Master Sgt. 
John Tobey, commandant of the USAF 
Pararescue School at Kirtland, deline­
ates the difference between pararescue 
and other highly motivated military 
units. 

"Most elite-force units are trained to 
work on a search-and-destroy theory. 
We are in pararescue work on a humani­
tarian basis. I 'd call our mission one of 
search and save. The P J has the same 
talents available to him as men in these 
other units and he can and will kill if 
necessary to meet his objectives, but that 
is not the primary purpose of para­
rescue." 

In Air Operations, the student learns 
how to be a part of the air crew on any 
airframe in the rescue inventory. 

"There's a lot of classroom work in­
volved," says Sgt. Spears . "The stu­
dents have to learn where all the emer­
gency equipment is located, how to op­
erate the hoist, location of cable shears 
and the like. Then they'll spend time on 
grou nd drills, with hands-on experience 
in each of the aircraft. Physiological 
training and the altitude chamber are 
part of the program because those who 
crew the H C-130 will at times be oper­
ating at high altitudes." 
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312/338-2800 

Pat. Pend. !.$19 95' 
Pti"c;ne Orders Accepted With VISA. MASTERCHARGE ~ • / 
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CONSERVATIVES WILL LOVE THIS SATIRICAL POSTER 
17" x 22"-TWO COLOR 

To order, send 
$5.25 to : 

H-L Productions 
5420 Gainsborough Dr. 
Fairfax, VA 22032 

H-L Productions 
5420 Gainsborough Dr. 
Fairfax, VA 22032 

Name ----------------
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City ----------- State _ _ _ 

Money back guarantee if not satisfied for any reason within 30 days. 
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GENUINE AMERICAN 
MADE ZIPPER 
COMBAT BOOT 

R 61/z to 13 W 61/zto 13 $4500 
10 in. Side Zipper, Cap toe 

COMBAT BOOT in Black 
finish Elk leather. Made 

over the genuine Munson 
last. Full COMFORTABLE 

CUSHION INSOLE. steel 
shank. heavy leather mid­
sole, rolled edge, military 

beveled jump heel. 
Heavy cloth lace. 

Genuine Goodyear 
Welt. 

MASTER CHARGE. VISA, COD's accepted. 
Send for our free 9 page price list of other 
government surplus including camoullague 
fatigues. 

Valley Surplus 
Box346 

Tariffville, Conn. 06081 
(203) 658-6228 

ALL ORDERS POSTPAID BY UNITED PARCEL 
SERVICE ONLY. FOR ORDERS WHICH MUST 
BE SENT BY POST OFFICE, PLEASE 
INCLUDE SUFFICIENT POSTAGE FOR SEVEN 
LBS .. INSURED. 

AIRBORNE 
Jump Wings Wall Plaque 

PLEASE ALLOW 4 TO 6 

WE EKS FOR DELIVERY 

WRITE TO SWR . PO Box 4, Kingsville , Mo. 64061 

LEGIONNAIRES 
SURVIVAL 
BOOT 
KNIFE 

ONLY 

s129s 

edge 440 stainless 
steel blade. Full tang one 
piece construction . Leather 
sheath with qu ick release 
snap and metal boot/belt 
clip. Money Back Guaranteed 

. If Nor Fu/Iv Satisfied.'.' 
WESTBURY SALES CO. DEPT. BK-2-SF 

373 Maple Avenue, Westbury, New York 11590 

VALOR SPORTS 
3606 BROWNSVILLE RC.,BRENTWOOC,PA.15227 

PH.412-884-1333 

SAP GLOVES $38.50 

Slyle: TllltP11tectorD IOD (selldtftndtrsttYtlook lih, drusgloves) 
Material: OeerUin lutller 

Linint Unlined 
Const.; Standard lock Mtthine lnsum Stitthin1 (Nylon Thread) 
C°'OI' Blad 
Sizes.: SMlXL 

' ""'"' t>12" 10ot 

FLAT SAPS 

Mldget-Sl2.50 
Juniar-S14.00 
Texan-SIS.00 
BlgJahn-S31.50 
Cenver-$12.EiO 

'~ 
103 4''. IJ°' 

s . i,4- .71)1 
6·1 4-·6ot 

9 1, 4· 10(>.r 

9-.1()(>.r 

BILLIES 

7982 -$10.50 
7880 -!610.50 

796-$14.00 
211 -$13.00 

Penna -$16.00 
720-$1S.50 
666-$12.50 

Convoy -$17.50 

cf1j_ol 
PAPERWEIGHT 

In aluminum-S3.7S 

or brass.-SS.75 

ALL ITEMS ARE POST-PAIDi 
A.P.O.&CANAOA AODS1.50 SHIPPING 
VISA&MASTER CHARGE ACCEPTED 

NOT INTENDED FOR SALE WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW 
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Training flights provide the students a 
chance to use observatory skills since the 
pararescueman must provide peripheral 
and rearward vision for the aircraft com­
mander. 

Spears elaborates, "When a helicop­
ter approaches the target area, the P J s 
have to relate to the pilot anything that 
will help or hinder the rescue effort. 
They watch for obstacles, terrain slope, 
open areas and wind indicators. Over 
the target, they instruct him to move left 
or right, forward or back, up or down, 
to get into the best position to make a re­
covery.'' 

Eventually, they start riding the hoist 
and learning the aircraft weapon sys­
tems: GAU-2B, 7.62mm, mini-gun , M60 
and the 7.62mm machine gun. 

Master Sgt. Mike Smith, weapons in­
structor for the pararescue school, says, 
"Unfortunately, as with other weapons 
training, range-time availability and air­
travel time to and from the range make 
it nearly impossible to get much aerial 
firing done. We do go through extensive 
classroom work on the GAU-2B, and 
the students get ground-range training 
on the M60. 

"The HH-53 is the only airframe in 
rescue wh.ich carries the GAU-2B be­
cause of gun and ammo weight, so it 's 
really more practical for those units with 
that aircraft to provide the training 
when the P J gets to his new unit." 

Master Sgt. Smith was originally in 
the weapons field as a gunner in 
"Shadow" gunships in Southeast Asia. 
He agrees with most others in pararesc ue 
that the humanitarian aspects of the job 
are what make it stand apart from other 
special military units and what drew him 
to it as a career. 

"l suppose what we have in common 
with other special-mission units is ego," 
he says . "We all think we're the best. 
When I was a gunner in Vietnam , there 
was a Jot of pride in being able to say 
that our outfit never lost a friendly force 
to the bad guys. But since I've become a 
PJ, I've gotten more satisfaction, even 
from peace-time rescues, knowing that 
in a one-on-one situation , I 've helped 
save a life ." 

Having crosstrained from the weap­
ons career field, Sgt. Smith is a spokes­
man for the unit in weapons testing and 
procurement. He describes the search 
for an individual weapon ideally suited 
to pararescue work . 

"The GAU-5 [CAR-15) is presently in 
the inventory and it's not a bad weapon, 
but we're constantly looking for some­
thing better. Our combat mission on the 
ground is to remain covert if at all possi­
ble. Therefore, the M16 and weapons 
like it are too long and bulky. Also, 
when we're on the hoist we need a 
weapon that can be operated by one 
hand. 

"The Air Force hasn't bought any, 
but I think one of the best new weapons 
we've looked at is the Sidewinder (SS-I) 
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SMG once manufactured by S&S Arms 
in Albuquerque. [See " The New Side­
winder," SOF, January '78, "Side­
winder SMG Revisited," SOF, October 
'79. P roduction rights to the SS-I have 
been sold to Craig Improved Arma­
ments, Coushatta, La.] It has more stop­
ping power than the .223-caliber GAU-5 
since it is easily converted from 9mm to 
.45-caliber ammunition. Most PJs think 
it would better suit our needs." 

Pararescue is generally a two-man op­
eration, but there are situations in which 
a team of as many as six might be de­
ployed covertly into a combat environ­
ment. Under this contingency, parares­
\:Uemen are trained to operate different 
weapons systems. 

Smith explains, "In the case of a large 
team deployment, we have P Js trained 
to use the LAW, a grenade launcher that 
adapts to the GAU-5, and a stripped­
down version of the M60 that only 
weighs about 20 pounds . " 

"Another weapon that impresses me 
fo r our line of work is the Israeli Uzi." 
(See "SOF Tests The Uzi,' ' September 
' 81. ) 

In the early '50s, the Marine Corps 
had a battle cry · which probably 
originated during WWII. "Corpsman, 
corpsman , save my medals." It would 
seem that today's (and yesterday's) 
downed ai rman should paraphrase that 
slightly - " PJ, PJ , save my ass" - and 
fully expect an immediate response . 

I WAS THERE 
by John Toby 

as told to D.R. McMillan 
Chief M. Sgt. John Toby is the 

commandant of the USAF Parares­
cue School at Kirtland Air Force 
Base, N.M. In May 1967, he was a 
staff sergeant working rescue mis­
sions out of Danang, R VN. As he 
tells it: 

We got a call that a Marine recon 
patrol had been ambushed near Da­
nang. They had four wounded and 
two KIA . We left the flight engineer 
behind (we knew we'd need the extra 
room and didn't want the extra 
weight). There were just two of us 
pararescuemen (P Js) in the back 
when they launched our H-43 . 

We found the patrol right away. 
Everything seemed peaceful. We low­
ered the fo rest penetrator , but it was 
obvious the troops on the ground 
couldn 't or didn 't know how to 
secure themselves to it. I told the 
pilot to bring the penetrator up and 
I'd go down to. help . I sent the first 
three wounded up . The last guy had 
been shot in the head so I decided I'd 
better go up with him. Our bird was 
in about a I IO-foot hover. We were 
about IO feet from ·the helicopter, 
when bullets started to hit the side of 
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BRINGS IN 
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SHARP 
&CLEAR 

Made for professional hunters to hear approaching animals at a great distance, 
the Hunter's Ear has now been discovered by the security industry. On city ter­
rain sounds leap across blocks and streets .. . approaching vehicles .. . 
voides. Guards are using in prison courtyards to listen to convicts. The range 
of uses of the Hunter's Ear is astonishing and satisfaction is overwhelming. A 
solid state, electro:n1c bre~kthrough, It weighs less than 2 pounds, is like 
holding up a flashlight, even lighter,and earphones have adjustable volume 
control. It works off a 9v tiny battery, is made for tough outdoor use and long 
life. You can listen to the breath of an elk over the hill, or of a person across the 
street! It's a sonar device for fogboun9 navigation. The uses are endless. Sold 
direct by mail for $135.00 and worth it. Order from: 

Send check or money order or charge Ma •t erCharge or Vlaa . 

ORDER BY MAIL from HOWARD'S, P.O. B.ox 6648, Dept. SAM 282 
Kansas City, MO 64123 (816) 221·35&1 
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S.S. Officers ·Belts. 
Buckel, Silver · p·lated . 
w/fasteners modified 
to fit any 1%" Belt . . . 

Our NEW 224 page fully Illustrated relic 
Collectors Catalog . . . $.3.00 

FREE with order 

W.W.2 PRODUCTS LTD. 
P.O. BOX 2063 

ST. LOUIS, MO. 63158 

Be a 

SECURITY 
EC IA LIST 

/

Protect Homes & 
Businesses 

Against Crimi­
nals, Vandals, 

Rip-off 
Artists! 

Learn at home in spare time witho ut previo us 
expe rience. Join over ha lf a million men and 
women now wo rking in the security fi e ld . No 
need to quit yo ur job or school. E xpe rt s sho w 
you what to do, ho w to do it .. . guide yo u 

., eve ry step of the way. You will learn crim inal 
psychology, unde rcover survei ll ance , hand-

· gun qua lifica ti o n, se lf defense and mo re. 
. Fingerprin t kit. came ra , evidence collection 

kit included to start yo u fast! 
, police i;orces, Private Companies, Government 

-"gen:cres Employ Thousands of Security People 
.. :suite a11d City police forces employ thousands of 
·,-'police officers and plainclothes detectives. Private 

· ·~ompanies hire securit y police - armed guards 
a.nd priva te sentries-in banks, depa rtment 
stores, housing developments, shopping centers, 
office buildings. Plus .. . once you' re an experi­
enced security specialist you may decide 10 srarr 
your own securit y agency and pocke t J 00 % of 
the profits. Send for FREE FACTS 

POLICE SCIENCES INSTITUTE, Dept. RSOC1 
I 4401 Birch Street, Newport Beach, CA 92660 I 
I Rush free facts on how I can learn at home to be a I 
I 

Security Specialist. No obligation . No salesman I 
will call . 

I NAME AGE j 
I ADDRESS I 
I CITY/STATE/ZIP I 

---------------- &.;..--------------~ 
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'~MMAl\IQ~ 
WAnHDAl\IQ 

Exclusive Crystal Cover Strap! 

Protects your watch and 
conceals nighttime glow. 

Heavy-Duty, Mil-Spec Web , l3/4'. Sewn 
with nylon thread. Neafly indestruct­
able and will not rot. Velcro® Hook-n­
Loop closures secure the Cover and our 
unique Double-locking wrist band will 
not come off even under stress. 
Washa ble. Measure wrist to nearest '14' 
and specify color. Olive, Black, Sage 
Green, Navy. 
#CBI, $5.50 

BRIGADE'S KNIFE POUCH 
A fitting accessory for most pocket knives. Made of the 
same material as our Commando Watchband. Regular size 
fits most pocket knives and all width belts. Velcro® 
protective flap keeps knife safe and reaJy when you need 
it. Olive, Black, Navy, Sage. 
#PCHl, Regular $3.95 
#PCH2, Extra Large for Buck size knives. 
#PCH3, for Swiss Champion. Specify type. Olive, Black. 
Just $4.95. 

NYLON COMMANDO FIELD WALLET 
Rugged nylon packcloth wallet with Velcro® closure. 5 
inside pockets for bills, l.D. and credit cards. Water 
repellent, washable & comfortable. A must for any 
outdoors person. Choose Olive, Camouflage, Black, 
Brown, Blue, Green or Divers' Red. 
#NWT-79, $7.95 . .. . -~ .. 

"· -

.. 

Brigade­
Quartermasters, Ltd. 
266-SF Roswell Street 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Send Check. Money 
Order or Cha rge lo Visa or Mas tercard. Include $1.50 
Pos tage & Handling Fee for a ll U.S.A. Zip Code 
Addresses. Foreign O rders mus t req uesl Pos t a gr. Ra tes. 
Sorry. No C.0. 0 ."s. 

® Marietta, GA 30060 
Charge Phone Orders T o Your Bankcard 

Call (404 ) 428·1234 

BIANCHI'S NEW 

DlliHT HAWN,. 
THE ULTIMATE 

SURVIVAL KNIFE! 
Developed for rough use 

in the field - hunting, 
hiking and backpacking. 

specially designed 
pouch on front contains 
medium grit sharpening 

stone. Wide belt 
loop. Snap down 
safety strap. 

l 

/ 
l 

l 
i 

Send $1.00 

Quality that comes 
only from Bianchi! 

Check th~se features! 
• Hammer forged 6" 
long Stainless Steel blade 
with high chromium con· 

tent • 3/ 16" thick blade 
with 20 saw teeth • 1 ().1 / 2" 

overall knife length • Solid brass 
hilt shaped for optimum thumb 

support • Built·in water tight compart­
ment holds matches, etc. • Precision 

made by German craftsmen giving you life 
time satisfaction • Each knife is individually 

serial numbered. $85.00 ea. plus 10% 
postage and handling. Ca; res. add 6 % tax. 

BIANCHI 
@DJJ~I1[;£f~[;ffi TM FORNEW1981 ® 

color catalog 100 Calle Cortez, Dept. SOF 282, Temecula, California 92390 
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the aircraft. The P J operating the 
hoist immediately tried to get us back 
on the ground. The pilot got off a 
mayday call (he was losing oil pres­
sure and control of the aircra ft). I 
was only 15 to 20 feet from the 
ground when the helicopter crashed 
into the tree tops over our heads. 

Just as it settled into the trees, the 
pilot threw it hard to the left so it 
wouldn't drop straight down on u~ . 
He did a super job and saved a lot of 
lives. The chopper hit the ground 
about 30 yards away. When I got 
there the engine was still running and 
the aircraft was on its back. The 
other P J had a broken arm, the Ma­
rines in back had received additional 
injuries and the pilot was pinned in 
the wreckage with both legs crushed 
under the console . The co-pilot 
didn't have a scratch . 

We dragged all the injured o ut and 
away from the wreckage. Then we 
got on the radio and found that help 
was already on the way. A FAC (for­
ward air controller) came over . He 
told us that a Jolly Green (H-3) was 
on its way and that a bunch of guys in 
assorted uniforms, including black 
paja mas, were crossing a. clearing 
below us and headed our way. 

When the H-3 came in , it had a 
couple of Huey gunships as escort. 
They checked out the area. Every­
thing seemed calm so they lowered 
the penetrator. It got about half way 
down and we could hear bullets splat ­
tering along the side of the air frame. 
The guys in the back of the Jolly 
Green immediately got on their M-
60s and began to lay suppressing fi re, 
but since they didn't know our exact 
location, they started spraying our 
area. We got some dirty noses but no 
injuries . 

The radio crackled: They said they 
had to leave the area because they 
had taken wounded. (I later found 
o ut the wounded man was my P J 
NCOIC , who lost his leg from his 
wound.) 

Next a Marine Corps Chinook 
came in, making a couple of trolling 
runs to draw fire. Nothing happened 
until the horse collar was about half 
way to the ground . Then all hell 
broke loose. They took two wounded 
and had to leave . 

Suddenly a cloud dropped down 
and blanketed our mountain. We 
knew no one could get us out before 
first light, but we didn't know that 
we'd be boxed in by artillery and 
close-air support a ll night long. It was 
really spooky, hearing that stuff 
whistling in . We hoped they knew 
what they were doing. The Marines 
with us directed artillery fire by coor­
dinates through their command post 
and the Navy A-6s dropped ord­
nance, using "black-box tech­
nology" from above the clouds. Ev­
erything came so close that it shook 
stuff out of the trees onto us and lit 
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up the whole area . It helped me to see 
while treating our wounded all night 
long. They lay under a blanket that I 
had recovered from our helicopter . 

In the morning , we hoped that all 
the bad guys were dead or gone. A 
Chinook came in and got four of the 
most seriously wounded out. As they 
were dropping the hook for the next 
guy, the aircraft started taking hits . 
The injured P J, who had already 
go ne up, jumped onto the .50-cal. 
machine gun. He thought he saw 
where the firing \Vas coming from . 
Two Marine gunners pushed him 
away. Five seconds later, they were 
both wounded - so that aircraft had 
to leave too. 

I figured I was never going to get 
out, and yet we were so close to the 
field at Danang we could hear the 
planes taking off. If we tried to walk 
out, we probably wouldn't last 200 
yards. Then we got the o ·anang tower 
frequency from a FAC in our area 
and contacted them . Once the Air 
Force realized we were still out in the 
boonies, they diverted a flight of F-3s 
with a load o f 750-pounders that had 
been headed up north. I came up on 
the survival radio (guard freque·ncy) 
and directed them to our pos1t1on , 
but they co uldn't pinpoint us or see 
our downed helicopter. 

Remembering my survival training, 
I got an MK-13 flare, tied a stick to it 
with a piece of shroud line ancj threw 
it up into a tree, hoping the 'smoke 
would penetrate the canopy. It work­
ed . The lead pilot got a fix on us and 
asked how close we wanted him to 
drop his load . Since I had no idea of 
the lethal-burst radius of a 750-
pound bomb , I suggested th<H they 
start out about 600 meters and walk 
toward us. They came in so low 
across the valley that we could hear 
the bomb shqckles go whack, whack 
as the bombs were released . When 
they had put all their ordnance where 
we thought the bad guys were, an­
other Chinook came in . 

We got everyone out. I was the last 
one up the hoi st. When I cleared 
those trees I was one nervous Jose -
but no shots were firecj . 

We were taken to Danang Hospi­
tal. All the wounded from that mis­
sion were put in one ward . It was a 
good mission because no one was 
killed and we eventually got every­
body out. But you should have heard 
the war stories fl ying around that 
hospital ward! 
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THE FINEST 
FOLDING 

FIGHTER IN 
THE WORLD 

This 
unique 

The Ideal Survival Knife 

The butterfly design ,_ .. 

folder c losed . twin handles 

features an 
individually 

haridground 
blade of 154 CM 
stainless steel. 

t-Jandles are 
precision 

enclose and pro­
tect working por­
tion of q1e knife . 

machined from 
solid brass· or' stain ­
less steel and are in­
layed with your choice 
of five different 

To open . the 
handles revolve 

in opposite 
directions to 

expose and 
secure the 

blade. 

materials . 
- ANNOUN CIN G 
Skeletonized Handles 
of Stainless Steel. 
Brass. or A luminum. 

"WEE HAWK" BLADE 
FROM COLLECTOR SERIES 

WITH STAINLES S STEEL 
SKELETONIZED HANDLES 

f/LLUS TRA TEDI 

Overa ll 
Length 

9 O" 

For Brochure Send $1 .00 • Deafer Inquiries Welcomed 

BALI •SONG INC. Dept SF 

3039 Ro~we ll St. , Los Angeles, CA 90065 

tEi!229 
WW COBRA 

l~ GA. ACCESSORIES 
SWAT S LING: Holds 15 Rounds 

I 3/ 4" Blacl< -or Olive Nylon 
S-1 For I 1, 4" Swivels $2 1.95 
S-2 For Q .D . Studs $24.95 
S-3 Fo r I" Swivels $2 1.95 
SWAT SLING KITS: Co mple te With Special 
Assault Swive'Js For Assault Position Ca rry. 
S-4 For 870 ~em . With Ext. Magazine 
and Re m. MFG. Folding Stock $36 .95 
S-5 For 870 Rem .. M-37 ITHACA. High ST D .. 
Mossbe rg , a nd 1200 Win . With 7.S S hor Magazines 
and C hoa te Pis tol G rip or Folding S ioc ks $32.95 
BANDOL EER: I 3 4•· Nylon With 20 Elas1ic Shell 

· Loops $28.95 
8 ROUN D BUTTSTOC K AMMO CARRIER: 
Heavy Nylon & Elas tic . $ 14.95 
CARTRIDG E BELT: 2" Nylo n Wais t Be lt "' 20 
Heavy Elastic Shell Loops. 
Quick Release Buc kle ... S 19 .95 

1 --
1 

COBRA 
MINI-14 ACCESSORIES 

ASSAU LT SWIVELS: Allow• Assa ult Positio n 
Carry With All Mini-I 1fS Wi1h Any Stock (Fac1ory 
o r Commercial) $ 14.95 
ASSAULT SWIVELS W, SLING: A• Above But 
Includes COBRA Padded Nylon 
Assault Sling . $29 .95 
FOLDING f!IPOD: Folding BIPOD Mo unt s On 
Factory Or Comme rc ia l Stoc k5 . 
Removable II Needed ....... $34 .95 

SATISFACTION 
o r 

IMMEDIATE REFUND! 
Send $2.00 For Ca talog 

Include $ 1.00 Per It e m Fo r Shipping and Ins ura nce. 
COBRA DEFENSE ACCESSORIES LTD. 
P.O . -BOX 3003~ . Midwest Ci ty. OK 73 110 

1-405-769-2244 , Alter 6:00 P.M. CST 

· .. DIRECT FROM 
U.S. OPTICS ". · 

QUALITY SUNGLASSES 
AT FACTORY PRICES . 

: Each pair features: Impact resist ant 
lenses • Handcrafted • Polished glass 
lenses • Hardened metal frames • 
No non-sense guarantee. 
FREE-limited time only - deluxe velour 
lined case with each pair of glasses 
ordered (a $3.00 value). Credit cards 
accepted. Dealer inquir ies invited. 

NOTICE: Don't be fooled by cheap 
imitations. These glasses are made 
exclusively for U.S. Optics®. To make 
sure you get the best, order now and if 
not completely satisfied return for 
refund within 30 days. 

World Famous Pilot 's Glae~ee 
These precision fl ight glasses are now 

available to the public for only $-7.95. If you 
could buy them elsewhere, they'd probably 
cos t you over $20.00. #20P available in gold 

or silver frame. A $20.00 value only $7.95. 
Two pairs for $14.00. 

Avi~tor Teardrop Flight Glasses 
Flexible cable temples. •30A gold frame 

only. A $30.00 value only $9.95. 
2 pairs for $18.00. 

Professional Driving & Shooting Glasses 
Wide angle amber lens brightens vis1bihty. 
•30D gold frame only. A $30.00 value only 

$14 .95. 2 pairs for $28.00. 

To order send check or money order to U .S . Optic1, 
Dept. 621, P.0. Box 14206, Atlanta, Georgia 30324. 
C redit ca rd customers please 1111 in ca rd n and Exp date 

QUA NTITY MODEL • GOLD SILVER PRICE 
20P 
30A X 
300 x 

Add Postage, Handling, and Insurance 
$1.00 per pai r ____________ _ 

Total-----

Credit card o rders may call l- 404 ·252-0703. 

Visa or Mast e r Cha rye R Exp Oc\te 

Name 

Add ress 

State Zip 

FREE case with each pair. 
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From the 
Mini-14 
Specialists. 

the 

F1·A™ 
MINl-14 

FOLDING STOCK 
Our stock body is made from a fiberglass reinforced structural nylon with a black. non­
reflec tive surface similar in tex ture to the H & K. The pistol grip is molded as an in­
tegral part o f the stock form ing a strong. one piece unit. Resistance to impac t. 
chemicals and temperature ex tremes surpasses the most demanding military and 
civilian standards. The steel folding unit (wi th nylon butt pad) duplicates the ap­
pearance and st rength of the FN-FAL stock. The lock mechanism features dual locking 
lugs making it very tight and rugged. Length of pull from trigger to buttplate is 14 5/8". 
the opt imum leng th as determined by mi li tary and civilian researchers. Each uni t is ful ­
ly guaran teed and will f i t #181 and newer series Mini-14's. $99.95 ppd. (3 or more. 
$89.95) 
NOTE: These are no t the cheap. ill -fi tting ABS or a luminum units seen elsewhere. 

MINl-14 VENTILATED PLASTIC HANDGUARD 
Genuine Ruger AC556K mi litary handguards with metal l iners. $12.95 + $1.00 postage. 

MINl-14 FLASH HIDER AND SIGHT ASSEMBLY 

Flash is reduced 90% and · muzzle c limb is partia lly eliminated. These units are 
machined from sol id steel and wi l l fi t standard length or shortened barrels. Mounting 
duplicates the method used by the Ruger Factory. $30.00 + $2.00 shippi ng. We wil l 
shorten. crown and permanently mount our flash hider on your barrel as well as 
parkerize your barrel led ac tion. (See catalog). 
Our new 1981 CATALOG of riot gun fold ing stocks. magazine ex tensions and o ther 
shotgun accessories. H & K firearms · and o thers. combat accessories. Day/Nigh t 
sight ing systems. au to sears for most paramilitary firearms. etc .. etc .. is available for 
$3.00. (Refundable with order). 

TM F1 ·A is a Regis tered Trademark o f R & R Enterpri ses 

R & R ENTERPRISES -P.O. BOX 385 - JEFFERSON, S.D. 57038 - (605) 966·5382 

THE EXECUTIVE PEN SET 

#EPS (Executive Pen Set) contains one ord ina ry bal lpoint pen a long wi th a 
discreetly packaged pe rsona l defense weapon cons is ting of a three sided razor 
sharp blade ho used in an ordinary ball point pen with qu ick release cap. Weapon 
is c learly ma rked on top of cap fo r users eyes only. For those people where 
backup protection is necessary. $35.00 

Master Card. Visa. or C.0 .D. Personal 

A55Aut.::r~ 
checks held 3 weeks. Add $3.00 per orde1 
!or postage. Canada and Hawaii add 
$5.00 for postage. Send $1 .00 for com-

5Y5TEm5 ~ p1e1e Assault Systems brochure. free with 
I I o rder. Dealer inquiries invited. Send FFL 

· o r business letterhead. 

TOLL FREE 8 
ORDER LINE 1 · 00-325-3049 826 HORAN DRIVE 

ST. LOUIS, MISSOURI 63026 MISSOU RI RESIDENTS 1 ·314-343-3575 

ASSAULT SYSTEMS IS A SUBSIDIARY or COMSEL; !Nl ERNATIONAL. INC 
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CONVENTION 

Continued from page 56 

beef as awards were given, speeches 
made and jokes told. Keynote speaker 
at the banquet was Col. Aaron Bank 
(USA-Ret.). Col. Bank has had a full 
and interesting life. He was a prewar 
free -lance spy in Nazi Germany and 
an early member of the OSS for 
which he organized bands of partisan 
French to fight behind German lines 
and disrupt German communications , 
supply lines and troop movements . 
He is one of the founders of the Green 
Berets. 

Although Col. Bank's subject 
matter may have seemed arcane to 
many conventioneers - few of whom 
are WWII vets and most of whom 
served in more conventional units -
he had many exciting tales to relate 
about his exploits in occupied France. 

Col. Bank had an interesting pre­
war life, too. He was a lifeguard at 
French Riviera spas, an occupation in 
which he learned fairly fluent French 
and passable German . Bank took 
frequent "vacations" in Nazi Germany 
during which he se_ized every 
opportunity to study organization , 
training, weapons and discipline of 
the German Wehrmacht (army) and 
to observe political attitudes of the 
German people. 

Bank will deny to this day that he 
was a formal secret agent for the 
U.S . government, but will 
acknowledge t)rnt he passed on the 
information he learned to people from 
Washington who had absolutely 
nothing to do with "vacationing" or 
"tourism." 

As the ceremonies neared a n end , 
the Col. Bull Simons award was 
presented by Editor / Publisher Brown 
to Medal of Honor recipient Fred 
Zabitosky on behalf of all Vietnam 
vets . The a'iward is a recognition of 
outstanding heroism, and was 
awarded to Laotian Gen. Vang Pao 
last year in Columbia, Mo. 

To conclude the banquet, SOF 
sponsored a raffle to support two of 
the causes the magazine has been 
involved in. Raffled off were a 
gunsight from a Russian Mi24 
Gunship (shot down by freedom 
fighters in Afghanistan) with proceeds 
going to the Afghan Freedom 
Fighters Fund; a Laotian United 
Liberation Front flag with proceeds 
going to the LULF; and a sculpture 
titled "For What" by former US MC 
combat artist Austin Deuel. Deuel's 
sculpture showed a medic during the 
savage fighting on Hill 881 South, 
May 1967. Proceeds went to the 
LULF. 

A Vietnam Experience a rt show. 
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organized by Deuel, was on exhibit in 
the Radisson Hotel lobby throughout 
the convention. The exhibit consisted 
of 52 pieces of art - watercolors, oil 
and sculpture. Nine pieces were from 
the USMC Historical Museum . Many 
Viet vets were drawn - and held in 
quiet reflection - to this exhibit. And 
these dramatic paintings - all by 
Vietnam vets, some combat artists, 
others plain old troopers - evoked 
many a bittersweet memory among 
those who witnessed them. The 
exhibit will be on a "roving" tour of 
the United States for most of 1982. 
We'd like to thank Deuel for providing 
us the opportunity to see these works . 

Other events going on more or less 
continuously were movies (the most 
popular being The Wild Geese, The 
Wild Bunch, The Big Red One and 
Apocalypse Now) and the exhibit 
hall at the Sheraton Hotel. About 80 
tables were set up in the hotel's 
ballroom and were covered with the 
latest equipment, guns and gear for 
sale. Most exhibitors were pleased 
with their sales , and conventioneers 
and the public alike enjoyed the 
chance to see all the new goodies in 
one place. A popular attraction here 
was Al Mar, maker of the superb 
knives that bear his name, and Kuzan 
Oda, a Colorado knifemaker who 
displayed his wares and also put on a 
Samurai sword demonstration at the 
cocktail party held Friday night . 
Exhibitor and primo knife maker Dan 
Dennehy also demonstrated his knife­
throwing ability during the Friday 
night cocktail party. Garth Choate 
displayed his new riot-gun stock with 
built-in pistol grip . Shotgun wizard 
Satterwhite liked this new stock so 
much that he bought 10 of them! 
Choate was one of the biggest donors 
of prizes to the match, and we would 
like to thank him for that. 

Sunday saw the convention 
beginning to wind down . The exhibit 
hall and art show remained open and 
parachuting continued at a rapid pace 
so that everyone could get at least 
one jump in . Convention personnel 
decJared all activities secure at 1800 
hours , but many conventioneers found 
it hard to leave their memorable four­
day gathering and a sizable number 
of them collected around the 
Radisson bar for one last session of 
war stories and recollections . 

This year brought no local hand­
wringing or fear that SOFers might 
turn out to be a bunch of low-browed, 
blood-thirsty killers who would run 
around firing weapons and karate 
chopping citizens just for the fun of it, 
as was the case last year in 
Columbia , Mo. Maybe convention­
wise Phoenix is just more used to 
such goings on than quiet Columbia. 

A few hotel guests raised their 
eyebrows when they first saw 
cammie-clad men, whose sun- and 
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Brigade's W~~lly Pully® Sweater 
The original British Commando Sweater now 
authorized wear for the Marines, U.S. Army, U.S. Air 
Force, all U.S. Military Academies and many more. 
100% Pure Virgin Woo l Rib Knit. Super rugged twill 
shoulder & elbow reinforcing patches . Extra long & 

ex tra warm. 
A great sweater for a ll occasions! Made to U.S. & 

British Military speci fi catio ns to provide nearly 
everlas ting wear. Get yours today! Choices of Crew 
Necks in USMC Olive Green, Blue Grey, Navy, Black & 
Tan. V-Necks in Army Black, USAF Blue, Peat Brown, 
Sand, or Navy. Men's/Women's Sizes 34 to 46. 

NEW! Military Camouflage, #WP-70 s59ss 

SPECIAL FORCES 
MOUNTAIN 

BOOTS 

An excl usive new item made by 
Chippewa for the U.S. Special Forces. 
Designed for Mountain Operations , these 
boots are rugged and heavy duty. 
Compare these features : 
Laced-to-toe 7" Boot • Black grai n-o ut lea ther • Rolled 
cushion top • Ankle binder pads • Full gusset • Full y 
lined with glove leather • Goodyear welt construc tion 
• VIBRAM 132 cleated heel & sole • Square trim med toe 
a nd grooved hee l for co nventiona l Ski Binding • Re· 
movable felt slip so les • Pull s tu d post hooks a nd 
eyele ts for ra pid lac ing. a ll Black . 

Available in whole or ha lf sizes from 7 to 
12 . Reg ular or Wide. · 
#C-990, S.F. Boots .......... . . . . $99.50 

"WEB NAME TAPES" 
Mil-spec cotton web tapes with your information 
embroidered on one line. Choice pf Black on OD, While 
on Blue, Black on White or Navy on OD. For uni forms & 
personal eq uipm ent , 5 tapes or sa me name {up to 14 
le tters) a nd color. 
#NlS, SS .SO 

Military Identification 
"DOG TAGS" 

Comp le te G. I. Specifi ca ti on Identifica ti on Neck lace. 2 
S tainl ess stee l ro ll ed edge plates embossed w ith you r 
information. 16 charac te rs per line /5 lines / tag. G rea t 
for medica l info or identi[yi ng keys & luggage. 
#TAG145, I.D. Tag Set/$5.95 
#TAG159, Rubber Silencers/$.75 

Please Print Clearly 

NAME.~------------~ 
ADDRESS ____________ _ 

CITY _____ St. ____ ~iP•----

CODE S IZE/ . ITEM COLOR PRICE 

Pos tage & Handling $1.50 

Total Enclosed 

t. 
OSend FREE 1982 Catalogue 

Brigade­
Quartermasters, Ltd. 

\ 
266-SF Roswell Street 
Marietta, GA 30060 

COMFORT ABLE 
MESH 
BASEBALL 
CAP 

Available in Olive Green or 'Nam Leaf 
Pattern Camouflage. Adjustable plastic 
strap. Perfect for military organizations. 
Sizes: Medium or LaTge . 

#BAS-C5, O.G. Mesh Cap/$4.25 
#BAS-C7, Camo Mesh Cap/$4.25 

UTILITY CAP, USMC TYPE 2 DESIGN 
Made of Mil-Spec Rip-stop Camouflage. 
Looks sharp. Not regulation . Sizes: XS, S, 
M, L,XL. 
#CCP-2, Utility Cap/$4.95 

CAMOUFLAGE 
T-SHIRTS 

At last, a regula tion 
' Nam Leaf Patt e rn 
Camo T-Shirt. Full cut, 
50/50 blend for comfort. 
Great mat c h w ith 
Jungle Fatigues. Sizes: 
S, M, L, & XL. Short 
Sleeves . 
#BT21, $6.95 

r-:;:--:: MILITARY BERETS 

~
Original Mi l-Spec 100'11. Virgin 

~!/ ·' Wool with Leather Sweat Band. 
• " Fully lined with stiffener for 

'r . ./~ ~ flash. The absolute finest made 
·. !! I 11 a nywhere. Purchased in Canada . 

. J ~ Choose fro m Special Forces Green 
/ I ! (G), Ranger Black (BL). Airborne 
\ · • ~- Red (MR), Khaki OD (KH). S ta te 

' . . · ha l s ize or se nd head measure· 
men I. 
MBE-1, Beret /$14.SO 

JUNGLE FATIGUES 
Camouflage, Rip-s top Poplin. Latest 
USMC iss ue contrac t goods. Sizes S,M,L 
and XL. Regulars. Coat or Trousers . 
#CAM-CT, Coat $24.50 
#CAM-TR, Trousers $24.50 

MONEY BACK GUARANTEE. Send 
Check, Money Order, or Charge to Visa or 
Maste:card. Include $1 .50 Postage & 
Handling for all U.S .A. Zip Code 
Addresses. FOREIGN ORDERS must 
req ues t Postage Rates . S orry, no COD 
orders accepted. 

Charge Phone Orders to your Bankcard. 
Call (404) 428-1234 
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NEW ITEMS! Pistol Grips & Forearms 

Ki~45°0 
ade of 

. nd f orearm , m 
Kil contains Pistol Grip a 0 D " reen (specify) · 

age plastic , black or . . " 
space· Available for : 

+ U. P .S. 

Easy to install - no skill - no alteration, 
Legal - even with 18" bar r e l, 
[deal for vehicles , boats & close places , 
1\vo s ling loops on pistol grip, 

R emington 870 & Ithaca 37 M&P 
Mossberg Grip Only - $30.00 

Tool provided to install forearm, 
Black for earm matches Remington fac tory 

folding stock - $17.50 

Dealer s: inquire with F FL fo r quantity pr ices . 
24-page catalog - $1.00 bill. 

CHOA TE MA CHINE & TOOL 
Box 218 / 501-724-3138 
Bald Knob, ARK 72010 

- CONTROL-CONTROL-CONTROL-CONTROL-CONTROL-CONTROL-CONTROL- (., 

~ BEAUTIFUL CONTROL I 
8 (for Colt .45 aulo and identical frame s) ~ 
I o 
~ z 
O You will solve the problems of slippage and incons1stant hold by simply installing a pan al ~ 
~ Bullshooters· Fingergroove Grips on your .45 aulo . ~ 

~u Your scores wlll improve automatically as the fingergrooves insure proper hand placemen! and r
01 totally eliminate shilling of lhe weapon especially during rapid fue 

J These features , combined with the natural pointing and handl ing characteristics give th e advantage ~ 
o you need in hunting or competitive shooting . _,. 
~ D r o 
z r 

8 ~ 
I o 
~ z 
0 ~ 
~ D r o 
z r 
o I 
I g 
~ z 
0 ~ 
~ D r o 
z r 
o I 
u () 
I o 
~ z 
0 ~ 
~ D 
r o z r 
O SUPERIOR CONTROL DOESN 'T HAVE TO BE UGLY. I 
U Now you can have be·autiful control in Cocobolo, Zebrawood, Rosewood . or other unusual exollc n 
~ woods . like lhe exhibition grade Bocole il lusuated above. Quality engineered . finely finished. your ~ 
0 new Bullshooters ' Fingergroove Grips will give you positive . beautiful control. -1 

i: Retail Price ~ 
~ Walnut . ... . ...... .. ... . . .. . . .... .. . . ..... .. . ......... . . . $24 .95 I 
I Standard Grade Exotics . . . . . ............ . .... . . .. .......... . $35 .00 g 
O Exhibition Grade Exotics ...... . ...... . .... .. . .... . . . . ... .. . . $50 .00 ~ 
f: For more information and complete lisl of exotic woods , send S.A.S.E . ~ 
~ Dealers write for di scount info rmation on all Bullshooters' pro du cts. I 
I BULLSHOOTERS'SUPPLY g 
~ z 
1i 1241 E. Prince Rd., P.O. Box 13446/Dept. SF :iJ 
~ Tucson, Arizona 85732/602-298-6924 1-800/528-1142 ~ 
~ Bullshooters' Supply is a division of the B.E.W.B. Corp. ~ 
~ Copyright , 1980, BEWB CO RP. ~ 
i,tlNO:J-10!,llN0:>- 10!,!lNO:J-10!,!lNO:J-10!,llNO:J-10!,!lNO:J-10!,!lNO:J-lOD 
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wind-burned faces bore squint lines 
around the eyes from staring into 
endless da ys of Asian sun and wind 
but most found them to be th e 
gentlemen that they are, a nd th ere 
were no unfriendly incidents reported . 

However, there were a nu mber of 
"friendly" incidents . 

Undoubtedly the most famous -
and growing more famous with each 
retelling - was Saturday night's pool 
party. It occurred only becaus·e the 
law in Arizona demands that bars 
close down at 2:00 a.m. and because 
the hotel would not listen to reason . 
SOF bought the beer (20 cases, 
which vanished almost immediately) 
and provided the site - the small 
pool down in the staff area. 

Convention Match Director Jake 
Jatras turned it from the sedate and 
dignified affair the SOF staff had 
intended into something all together 
different by chucking Editor / Publisher 
Brown into the pool. Brown asked 
Jatras to repeat his underwater Colt 
.45 demo , conducted in secret on a 
previous night, and he did . (Yes , they 
do fire underwater, but be careful to 
get all the air out first.) 

After Brown busted a few caps , he 
climbed out, leaving the range to 
Jatras, and approached SOF 
Managing Editor Jim Graves, 
standing innocently and foolishly 
close to the edge of the pool. Graves 
finished out the underwater demo , 
and the pool rapidly filled up with 
SOFers, some not willing a t all (like 
the famous "Fat Ralph ," done in by 
Graves with lots of help). Some pure 
villain among the SOF crowd started 
chucking in the women and that led 
to the one not-quite-so friendly 
incident . One lady, with no apparent 
connection to the convention , but fa r 
too much curiosity, approached the 
pool and "went in" for a dip in her 
evening dress. 

The next morning , while the clean­
up crew was trying to figure out 
exactly what happened and how it 
could have happened, the a mbitious 
among the SOFers , and some who 
spent the night there , were diving for 
nearly perfect slugs and other 
assorted souvenirs - change, ear­
rings, keys, odds and ends of torn 
uniforms, etc . 

Other convention high or low 
points (your choice) and heroes or 
villains (also your choice) include : 

• John Donovan (a smallish 5-10, 
head-to-toe and shoulder-to-shoulder) 
explaining, "No, I don't want to go in 
the pool. And yes, I'll cut your throat 
if you manage to throw me in." 

• Jatras ' (again) spur-of-the­
moment arrangements for a 
demonstration by X-rated-film star 
Marilyn Chambers, who "streaked" 
the shooting range flying the left-
hand seat in the SOF Aloutte chopper. 
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• Jatras (four and you're out of the 
convention forever) for the longest 
overhead throw into bushes of an 
SOF Military Small Arms Editor 
(Pete Kokalis) ever. Kokalis, a full­
auto freak, said something about the 
relative value of handguns which 
Jatras took exception to. 

• Kokalis, who dusted himself off, 
went right back in and picked up 
where he left off. 

• All the challengers who took on 
Editor / Publisher Brown in his 
morning three-mile beer run and beat 
him out of a beer ("Anybody get the 
name of the guy who DIDN'T beat 
Brown?"). The beer run was 
organized in lieu of the 5,000-meter 
combat run and shoot, which was 
cancelled due to Phoenix heat. Next 
year we'll have it, weather permitting. ASK FOR OUR EXTENSIVE CLIP LINE 

• Big George (James) who made 
even Donovan look small, and who 
conducted the "search and destroy" 
mission to a local Scottsdale pub 
which had turned down some SOFers 
for wearing cammies. When George 
and the gang showed up the next 
night, the house bought a round. 

For answers to your questions, send self-addressed 
stamped enveloped requested . For UP-DATED 
production price list include 3 bucks to cover our 
expenses will ignore inquiries without cover cost . 

For foreign mail price is $4.00 

• The Pleasant Valley and 
Scottsdale Police Departments which 
let the "boys be boys" and even 
"excused" a conventioneer who 
decked a loud-mouthed veteran 
disparager. The loudmouth went for 
a ride. 

D & E MAGAZINES MFG. 
P. 0. BOX 4876 "B" 

SYLMAR, CA 91342-0876 U.S.A. 

· FULL · AUTO · 
Here is an un-retouched photo (TRl-X at l / l 000 sec.) 
showing what the M 19-A BB Submachine Gun likes to do 
best - BLAST BOTTLES TO BITS! (in a safe place please!). 
Spitting 3,000 BB's per minute well over 50 yards says 
one thing - FIREPOWER! It's simple to use too - just pour 
in BB's (3 ,000 maximum) pop in the compressed air or 
one pound can of Freon (as pictured - available at auto, 
air conditioning, and hardware stores) and watch out -
another M 19-A is on the prowl. Get in on the 
AUTO-ACTION and order your M 19-A today. Oh yes, if 
you 're a pistolero get the M 19-AMP. It's a smaller pistol 
version that performs exactly like its big brother the 
M 19-A. Better yet, get em both. 

$39 .00 each or both for $7 5.00 
OFFER VOID WHERE PROHIBITED BY LAW. SEND TO: 
LARC INT., P.O. BOX 460, MAITLAND, Fl 32751 
[305] 339-6699 
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. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
• THIS MUST BE SIGNED. SF-2 

• I AFFIRM THAT I AM 18 YEARS OR OLDER, 

• SIGNED 

• SEND ME:DM19-A DM19-AMP 

PRINT OR TYPE THE FOLLOWING: 

• NAME 

CITY, STATE ___ ________ ____ _ 

•ZIP ____ _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
SOUllllll OI' l'Oll'l"IJNE 75 



Paperbacks 
"Communist Guerrilla Warfare .. .. . $4.00 
"USMC Hand To Hand Combat" 

Training Manual . . .. .. ... . . ... . . $2.50 
"Get Thee Up Into The High Mountain" a 

survival manual .. .. . ... . . ... .. .. $6.50 
"City Survival City Resistance . . .... $5.00 
"Personal & Family Survival" 

(Nuclear) . .. . . . . ... .. . . . .. ... . . $7.50 
(Dealer Inquiries Welcome) 

SURVIVALISTS 
My New Book Catalog is Ready 

Hundreds of Titles 
"Be A Survivor" 

Don 't Delay . . . . . . Get It Now 
It's The Best In Its Field 

Rush $2.00 To: 

Ken Hale (109) 
McDonald, OH 44437 

"Learn To Survive" 
In U.S.A. only. I'll send it free if you don't 
have the bucks. But get it now . . Send 

your name and address today .. 
(Print or type clearly) 

Name 

Address 

City ______ _ State _ _ _ _ _ 
Amount 
Enclosed Zip ____ _ 

THE MUCKRAKER'S MANUAL 
How to do Your Own tnvestigative Reporting 

THE by M. Harry 
Mu;~~~~~R·s How to dig out the dirt on anyone.1 

Written for investigative reporters 
exposing poh11cal corruption. the 
professional investigati ve techni­
ques described in detail are useful 
for any type of investigation. inclu­
ding blackmail. political sabolage. 
corporate espionage. gettlng in­
side in fo on the stock market. and 
more! A must for all investigators! 
5 1 1 x 8 1,,, 144 pp. Illustrated, soft 
cover. $7.95. 

Like last year, press coverage was 
well-balanced and fair , and most 
reporters left with better impressions 
than the preconceived prejudices with 
which some had arrived. A typical 
example of reporting came from 
Kevin Leary of the San Francisco 
Chronicle, who declared: 

'.'For four days last week this stylish 
[Scottsdale] desert-resort community 
was the site of the second annual 
convention of the readers of Soldier 
of Fortune , a blood-and-guts action­
and-adventure periodical that praises 
the warrior virtues . . . . 

"The convention delegates wore 
camouflaged jungle fatigues, attended 

ADVEN'fURERS 
1'ELEPHONE AND 
TES'f SET 

CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS, OR MAKES CALLS 

MADE OF RUGGED, NON·REFLECTIVE BLACK RUBBER 

585 With Shipping & Ins. Paid 
CASH, CHECK, MONEY ORDER 

ALSO AVAILABLE: 
VISA• 6 MASTER CH~~ .. ~:_.,.. ,,,. ,,.,,"' _ _ 

Green Pl.stlc Olal·ln·Har-dsel style Test Sat 
Push·Tone and Dial combined Tut Set 
Bal!ery powered Field Phone• 
Sound powered Fleld Phones 
Telephonea and Boob on T ... phon .. 

CATALOG: S1 .00 (U.S.) 

Vt~t-Amertcan" 
109 Fire Lane, N. Cape May, NJ 06204 

JOB OPPORTUNITIES IN THE BLACK MARKET 

by Burgess Laughlin 
The perfect book for all mercen­
anesi If you 're looking fo r h1gh­
risk . high-pay work. try the black 
market Discusses pay. orgarnza­
t1ons. n sks. advancemen t. cult ure. 
society . prices. and berref1ts. as 
well as retailers. wholesalers. mid­
dlemen. en trepreneurs. and their 
assistants Everything from d rugs 
and p1mp1ng to people-smuggling. 
gambling and milk boot1egg1ng. I f 
11 s black market. 11 s 111 this book' 
5 x 8 144 pp. illustrated. sofl 
cover $7.95. 

HOW TO HIDE 
ALMOST ANYTHING 

seminars on street fighting, 
parachuted out of airplanes in mock­
combat jumps and generally hailed 
warfare as the ultimate sport and 
adventure. 

"Most of the conventioneers were 
civilians in their 30s and 40s, mostly 
ex-military men longing for the 
carefree excitement and . . . 
friendships they remembered from 
their service days. About two-thirds 
were Vietnam veterans but there was 
one common denominator. 

" 'Camaraderie, that's what it's a ll 
about,' said Ernie Husted, Jr., 34, a 
Springfield, Ohio, security guard and 
former Marine. He served three years 
in Vietnam with a crack 
reconnaissance battalion . 

" ' It's a chance for us to be with 
veterans we shared experiences with 
and talk to people who don't lay a 
guilt trip on you e.very time someone 
mentions the war. 

" 'I'll be back next year .. . this is 
the best I've felt about myself since 
'Nam.'" 

Next year will be even better . It is a 
safe bet that conventioneers will savor 
their recollections of SOF in the 
desert and that many of them will be 
repeaters - as many were this year. 

BLACK MARKETS 
AROUND THE WORLD 

by Burgess Laugh/In 
More on black markets! Il legal 
markets all over the world mean 
high-nsk. high-pay situations! This 
book surveys black markets 1n 
more than two dozen countries. 
including Ireland. Netherlands. 
North Korea. Sweden. West Ger­
many. Poland. Soviet Union. Tur­
key. Iran. Israel . Egypt . Zaire. Sing­
apore. Burma. Thailand. Taiwan. 
and more! 5 1

11 x 8 1
11 . 84 pp. ill­

ustrated. soft cover $6.95. 

..... - .... ~ .. •'"I•""• ~.;: 
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CLOSE SHAVES Loompanics Unlimited • PO Box 264 • Mason, Ml 48854 
The Complete Book of Razor Fighting 

by Bradley J. Steiner 
Here 11 is -- the only book ever wntten on the 
bloody art o f razor fighting! One of the most 
bloodthirsty books ever written! Contents inc lude 
carry and concealment o f the razor. vital target 
areas. attacks and defenses. usmg the closed razor 
as a weapon, how to w in a razor fight. how to 
choose and care fo r a razor. and much more! You 
wil l be an expert in this ll ll le-known combat art! 5 1 J 

x 8 '·~ . 86 pp. profusely illustrated. soft cover. SB.OD. 
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Please send me the following titles: 

Name sus-T~~Ju~~----
Address _________________ $2.00 Shipping 

City and Handling ___ _ 

State _______ Zip TOTAL ___ _ 
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COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 
Continued from page 12 

group two or 10 inches at 50 yards? 
Gun fights take place at very close 
ranges: 10 meters is extremely long 
range in most shootouts. Even if you 
decide that the MkIV collect bushing is 
your choice, be smart and buy a spare. 

Another area of current Colt-auto 
difficulties is the slide stop - the part 
that locks the slide to the rear after the 
last shot is fired. The small lip that 
engages the magazine follower is criti­
cal. It often fails and breaks off. This 
problem used to be rare, but now the 
number of broken slide stops has in­
creased to a staggering amount. I be­
lieve that Colt has either failed in its 
heat-treat process or in its stress-riser 
machining work. I recommend that 
you pick up a spare slide-stop pin for 
your favorite blaster and keep· it handy 
in case the original fails. If yours does 
break, be sure to return it to Colt and 
demand a replacement. 

WHEN Heckler & Koch introduced 
its P-7 9x19mm pistols, many 

shooters discovered that the three-dot 
sighting system was ideal for use in 

low-light conditions. The P-7's front 
sight has one white dot centered on it 
and one on each side of the rear-sight 
notch . The three dots stand in a row 
when you have a proper sight picture. 
Although I've tried many types and 
various colors of sight inserts, I prefer 
plain black sights. (My only modifica­
tion will be the addition of a luminous 
Nite-Site® for sight index in dark en­
vironments.) 

For those who like the three-dot sys­
tem, however, Bill Wilson of Wilson's 
Gun Shop, Dept. SOF, Route 3, Box 
211-D, Berryville, AR 72616, now of­
fers a high fixed-sight setup for the Colt 
.45 auto with the three-dot system. 
When installed on a .45 auto , it is fast 
to use, especially for those who prefer 
sights for street use. Wilson's system 
should provide good service for the 

IT TAKES MORE THAN 
LUCK TO BE A SURVIVOR • • • • 

870 REMINGTON HANDBOOK How to keep this 
survival I defense weapon going. parts to have. 
and how to modify it. $3.98 

The next crisis you face will probably demand 
more than just brute force and luck. You'll need 
every edge you can get: knowledge. skill. and good 
equipment. 

Our books show you what you need and give you 
the knowledge to do the right thing. They make you 
the master of t~e situation and show you how to use 
your skills to their best advantage. We'll show you 
how to keep your equipment and guns going long 
after supply lines break down and the corner store 
closes for good. 

REMINGTON 1100 SHOTGUN MANUAL The choice 
of SWAT and police units. we show you how to 
keep this fast-firing defense weapon going. 
parts to have. accessories. and modifications 
for it. $3.98 

REMINGTON 742. 4. 7400 RIFLE MANUAL Learn 
how to create a large-caliber. "poor-man's" 
assault rifle from this popular sporter. How to 
strip it. spare parts you need. and the accesso­
ries you need to create a re liable batt le-ready 
weapon. $3.98 

SURVIVAL RELOADING Detailed survey of re­
loading equipment with an eye toward which 
is best for the survivalist (as well as the pock­
etbook). "How-Io's" include special combat 
loads and emergency powder substitutes. 
Keep your gun going if the manufacturers ever 
quit making ammo and re load ing supplies. 
$4.98 
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MINl-14 HANDBOOK Takes up where the owner's 
manual leaves off. How to strip it to replace 
parts and modify it into a battle-ready wea­
pon. $3.98 
THOMPSON / CENTER CONTENDER MANUAL How 
to adapt this dependable target gun to your 
own survival needs and how to use it. Includes 
how to strip ii. essential spare parts you need. 
and accessories available for it. $3.98 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL by Duncan Long. Informa­
tion that wi ll save your life. put together as 
only a pro can do it. "Nontechnical and directly 
to the point . . "-Journal of Civil Defense. 
S7.49 

CHEMICAL/ BIOLOGICAL WARFARE SURVIVAL by 
Long. Clear instructions on how to survive 
these deadly weapons. Includes decontamina­
tion and medical treatment procedures. $6.99 

PROTECTION ANO SECURITY How to safely foil 
criminals. n1aintain sa fety and privacy at 
home. on the street. and in your business­
without spending a small fortune. $7.49 

SHEL HR/ REFUGE DEFENSE by Long. The book 
on guard ing your shelter and group against 
desperate predators. "If you ... think there 
might be a need to defend your home or 
retreat. buy this book."-Survival News. $7.49 

man who wants good, fast sights on h is 
social blaster. Priced at $32, these 
sights can be installed by Wilson's 
Gunshop for $20. Shoptime is three 
weeks. 

SUPPORT 
SOF 

·ADVERTISERS 

Circle the books you want-or write their 
titles on a separate piece of paper-fill in your 
name and address. and mail to our address 
below. 

MONEYBACK GUARANTEE on all books. Pri­
ces include postage, handling fees. and appli­
cable sa les taxes. Prepayment required: sorry 
no C.O.D.'ss. 

Dealers· inquiries welcomed. 
Send 75 cents for a sample copy of our new 

newsletter ... or get a free copy of our new­
sletter with the purchase of any of the above 
books. LONG SURVIVAL PUBLICATIONS 

Box 163. Dept. FF-269 Wamego. KS 66547 

NAME ----------~ 

ADDRESS ---------­

CITY STATE __ ZIP __ 
Hurry. it may be later than you think . 
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MAXl-14® 

GUN PICTURED: GB SERIES 

Our new Maxi-14 was designed for the man who is really serious about his weapon. Now 
you can upgrade your RU.GER®Mini-14's classic WW II design and make it look and 
function like a modern combat weapon should. A rugged black anodized aluminum 
frame helps keep the Maxi-14 light as well as tough. The steel multi-position stock ex­
tension telescopes to offer the optimum fit ior all arm reaches as well as " full in" for 
transport and fast "in close" work. Pistol grip, detachable carrying handle - even the 
shotgun style fore grip pump which operates the bolt mechanism for fast, on target jam 
clears, make this new Maxi-14 the best yet. It fits all Mini-14 models too - 180, 181, 182, 
GB, and snaps in place like the standard Ruger stock in seconds without tools, or 
machining. So if you think your Mini-14 is a good weapon now - wait till you try it with 

our stock - you'll think it's great._ ....................... .. .......... . . ••. ... • ... : 

FOR A LIMITED TIME ONLY 
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To: PFM, P.O. Box 490, Maitland, FL 32751 
Enclosed is my D check D money order for the 
PFM "MAXl'14"™ Combat Stock. SF-2 

. Zip _ ____ _ . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ~ 

White Eagle, P.O . Box 296. Livingston, Ky. 40445 
606·453·4111 

Enclosed is, ___ _ Standard Size al $44.95 

Enclosed is_____ _ Full Size al $59.95 

Money OrderO VISAO Master ChargeO 

Card • ___ _ Exp. Oate ____ _ 

Name _____ _ 

Address ____ _ 

City ___ State __ Zip __ 

Ky. Residence Add 5% Sales Tax. 

L---------~----------------

,..B ____ U_L-LE_T_IN-.,.....· .• ·~=iJi:::· 
BOARD ,' ,1.-J 

Continued from page 8 

yond reasonable doubt , that the 
Soviet Union and its client states are 
routinely engaged in the illegal use 
of chemical and biological weapons. 
(It is interesting to note that the tax· 
in T, is classified as both a chemical 
and a biological agent.) Stand by: 
There promises to be more to come. 

CUBAN COMMIES 
READ SOF ... 

The following was read over the 
regular Radio Havana broadcast of 
Monday, 2 November: 

" Two well-known American mer· 
cenaries, Robert Poos and Robert 
Burton , were recently in El Salvador 
as representatives of Col. Robert K. 
Brown, publisher of the Fascist 
magazine Soldier of Fortune. They 
were talking to [Defense Min ister] 
Col. Garcia about the possible use 
of American mercenaries in El Salva­
dor." Brown's comment was: "Cas­
tro 's cohorts lie again ; Poos and 
Burton aren 't all that well-known . 
Yuk, yuk and up yours , Fidel. " Poos 
and Burton , both former Marine ser­
geants , are flattered by the atten· 
ti on . 

RUSSIAN 
MINE POSTER 

SOF now has a poster available of 
the new Russian anti-personnel 
mine being scattered via helicopter 
and aircraft in Afghanistan (see 
SOF, April '81 , p. 24). It shows the 
mine in exact size and with detailed 
descript ion . The poster is free to all 
who order on military letterhead . 
Copies to others interested are 
available for 50 cents for the firs t 
and 25 cents for each additional. 

Also available are lab reports on 
the mine and its explosive . The new 
Russian mine contains a very fas t 
explosive with a detonation rate of 
24,000-26,000 fps , about the same as 
detonating cord or C4. 

RUSSKI 
REPORTS ... 

A former high-ranking Soviet of· 
ficial in the UN who defected to the 
United States, Arkady Shevchenko, 
is quoted in National Review 
Magazine as saying that most West­
ern press coverage of Afghanistan is 
" unrelieved nonsense." 

Shevchenko, a protege of Soviet 
Foreign Minister Andrei Gromyko, 
rose through the murky Soviet 
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PRl(@!~/JY BUY DIRECT AND SAVE 

MILITARY KNIVES 
#5684 U.S. MARINE CORPS COMBAT KNIFE 

7" blade with leather sheath $1 4. 95 
#5733 U.S. AIR FORCE KNIFE with leather 

sheath & sharpening stone. 
5" blade . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $14.50 

# 22279 GENUINE BRITISH COMMANDO 
KNIFE with leather metal-tipped 
sheath. Made in Sheffield, England $24.95 

#70000 GERBER MK I SURVIVAL KN IFE 
5" blade with lea ther sheath $42.50 

#70002 GERBER MK II SURVIVAL KNIFE 
6 3/.'' blade. Black leather shea th $49 .50 

(Add $2.00 per kn ife fo r ship pi ng.) 

S.W.AI COMBAT MAGAZINE EXTENSIONS FOR 
YOUR SHOTGUN increase shell capaci!y to 7 (18" 
or longer bbls.), B (20" or longer bbls.), or 10 
(26" or longer bb!~.) . Made fo r Remington 870, 
1100: Winchester 1200; and Browning 5-A. Insta lls 
easily without alteration. Now used by the FBI, 
Secret Seivice, etc. Include make, model and 
gauge when ordering. 
7 OR B SHOT MOo,i:L . . . . . . . . $22.00 
10 SHOT MODEL (Not ava ilable for 

Browning 5-A) . . . . . . $36.00 
(Add $2.00 per unit fo r sh ipping.) 

ORIGINAL G.I. 
M-65 FfELO JACKET. 
Available in Sizes: 
S. M, L, XL. 

#1100 0.0. GR EEN $49.95 
#1102 CAMOUFLAGE $49.95 
#1103 Origina l G.I. M-65 Cold 
Weather Liners ... $16.95 

(Add $2.00 per unit fo r shipp ing.) 

flT G.I. .. 
,,. CAMOUFLAGE GEAR ~ 
# 10008 U.S.M.C. Ca mo Poncho . 
# 10009 Garno Poncho Liner . 
#33261 Ga rno Wa llets ...... . 
# 11 30 Garno T-Shirt, S, M, L, XL 
# 1106 U.S.M.C. Camouflage 

Fatigues: Sizes: S, M, L, XL 
# 1104 New U.S. Army Woodland 

Camouflage fatigues; S, M. L, XL 

$29.95 
$29.95 
$ 6.95 
$ 5.95 

$49.95 

$59.95 

(Add $2.00 shipping for the first item, 50' 
for each additional item.) 

OTHER G.I. GOODIES 
# 10160 New GI. Compass . . . $29.95 
# 1140 U.S.A.f. MA-1 flyer's Jacket. 

Fully revers ibl e, sage green and Interna­
tional Orange. S, M, L, XL . . . . $41.95 

# 10070 New M-17 Gas Mask 
with filters and bag $49 .95 

# 10052 U.S. Army .45 Auto Belt 
Holster, black . . . . . . . . $19 .95 

# 10053 U.S. Army M-7 Shoulder 
Holster, fi ts .45 auto. black $19 .95 

# 10084 M-1949 Mounta in Sleeping Ba g. 
latest issue, mummy style . . . . $49.95 

# 10082 GI. Flashlight wi th extra 
filters and bu lb, O.D. . . . . . . . $ 4.95 

# 10095 U.S. Army O.D . Plastic Ca nteen with 
lates t issue canteen cover .... • $ 6.95 

# 11207 U.S.A.f. Sunglasses, gold-plated 
frames. case included . . . . $19.95 

#90012 MP Peerless Handcuffs $19.95 
ii 10056 G.I. Combat Pack, used $ 5.95 
#6145 U.S. Army Machete IB" 

blade wi th 0.0. Sheath . . . . . . $12.95 
# 1122 G.I. O.D. T-Shirts. S. M, L, XL $ 3.50 
# I 760 U.S. Army Stainless Steel 

Pocket Kn ife, 4-blades, 1000 uses $ 7.95 
# 10302 GI. Black Leather Combat 

Boots, 6, 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12 $39.95 
# 10030 GI. D-3 Glove Shells, 

Sizes: S. M, L . $11.95 
# I 0882 G.I. Wool Glove Liners. 

Sizes: S, M, L . $ 2.95 
# 10038 G.I. Du ffie Bag, 

latest issue $21 .95 
# 10000 G.t. Ammo Cans . . . . . . $ 5.95 

Add. $2.00 sh ipping for th~ 
first item. 50° for each 

additional item.) 

SATISFACTION GUARANTEED OR YOUR MONEY BACK! 

VIETNAM JUNGLE HAT 

The soft, co llapsible hat 11'. 
made famous in Vietnam. ~ · 
Very comfortable. - -
Sizes: S, M, L, XL. - ~ 
# 1150 O.D. GREEN or ~ 
# 1160 CAMOUFLAGE 
(Specify) . . $ 6.95 1 

(Add $1 .50 per hat for shipping.) 

BRAND NEW FACTORY 
FRESH COMBAT & TARGET 

MAGAZINES 
#33206 German Luger 9mm 
#33006 AR-15/M-16 30-shot GI. 
#33008 AR-15/M-16/AR-180/AR-18 

40-shot steel 
#33009 AR-15/M-16 Army 

30-shot plastic 

$1 4.95 
$ 6.00 

$24.95 

$ 9.95 
$ 9.95 
$12.95 
$24.95 

#33000 Mini-14" 20-shot . 
# 33002 Mini-14" 30-shot . 
# 33003 Mini-14" 40-shot 
# 330 10 Browning Hi-Power 

9mm Pistol. 13-shot · $15.00 
# 33011 Browning Hi-Power 

9mm Pistol, 13-shot 
Stainless . . . . . . . $21.50 

# 330120 Browning Hi-Power 
9mm Pistol, 21-shot Blue $28.50 

# 330121 Browning Hi-Power 
9mm Pistol. 21-shot 
Sta inless $34.50 

#3345 1 Colt .45 Auto. 7-shot . S 5.00 
#34515 Colt .45 Au to, 15-shot ' $15.00 
#33208 S & W Model 39, blued steel $ 7.00 
#332 10 Walther P-38 9mm, blued $12.00 
#33204 Ruger 10122· 25-shOt . . . . $24.95 
(Add $1.00 for first magazine-50' fo r each addi­
tional magazine for shipping.) 

~W.W. I 
~LE KNIFE · 

Exact reproduction-brass handle, 6" blade. Tru ly 
a co llector's item. Check local laws be fore order­
ing. You must be over 21. 

# 7009 18 $1 9.95 
(Add $2.00 per knife for shipping.) 

COM50 "THE COM MANDO " SELF-COCKING 
CROSSBOW is the most fantas tic crossbow ever 
pro duced. Suita bl e for S.WAI applications. Ac­
cu rate and Powerful. For all game hunting. Effort­
less Self-Cocking Mechanism. Rugged alloy con­
struction for years of dependable use. Automatic 
Safety Mechanism. 175 lb. Draw Weight. Scope 
not included. Retail~ 
Sale Price . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $329.95 

(Add $6.00 per unit for sh ipping.) 

BRAND NEW M-1 
CARBINE ACCESSORIES 

#30016 5-shot Magazine 
#300 18 15-shot Magazine . 
#30020 30-shot Magazine 
#30000 60-rd Jungle Clip-(Clips 

2-30 shot clips together) . 
# 30002 Sling and Oi ler . ... . . 

$ 2.50 
$ 2.50 
$ 4.00 

$ 4. 95 
$ 3.95 

$ 1.50 
# 10102 15-rd. Magazine Pouch­

holds 2-15 shot mags . 
#30024 30-rd . Magazine Pouch-

holds 2 or 4-30 shot mags . $ 4.95 
# 30010 Fla sh Hider . . . . . . . . . $12.95 
# 30008 Muzzle Brake - Reduces recoi l 

and muzzle jump 
# 30006 Piston Nut Wrench .... 
#30004 Scope Mount, no drillin~ 

or tapping 
# 30012 Ventilated Steel Handguard 
#01 3 Ca rbines, Ca l. 30 

$12.95 
$ 2.95 

$12.95 
$ 4.95 

Technica l Manual . . . . . . . $ 5.95 
#Sl-8 M4 Ca rbine Bayonet w/M8A1 

Sca bbard . . . . . . . . . . . $19.95 
(Add $1.50 shipping for first item , 25' for each 

additional item.) 

THE LITTLE BLACK BOX 
Warning this device is not 

~ Automatica lly sta rts re-
~ to be used fo r surveillance.! 

corder when te lephone is 
picked up. Records entire 
conversation, both sides .. 

Then automatically stops recorder when phone 
is hung up! Ca n be attached anywhere along 
the line-plugs into ANY recorder and causes 
absolutely no interference or noise on the phone. 
MINIATURE! Only 1" x 2" x 3" 
#90002 with alligator clip hook-up . . $29.95 
#TR-150 with modular plug-in hook-up $29.95 

(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 

NEW 8-SHOT ~. · -~ 
TEAR GAS 

REVOLVER 
Fires B- .22 cal. tear gas carlridges 
or blanks in seconds. You must be over 21. 
91000 BLUE-Sale Priced at on ly $ 9.95 
91002 CHROME-Sa le Priced at . $10.95 

(Add $2.00 fo r shipp ing.) 
91004 Hip Ho lster $ 2.95 

$ 2.00 
$ 3.00 

91006 Tear Gas Cartridges (10) 
91008 Extra -Loud Blanks-(100) . 
92000 Paralyzer Tear Gas Spray. 

Pocket Size . . . . . . $ 5.95 
92004 Paralyzer Tear Gas Spray, 

Police Size $ 8.95 

I COLT .45 AUTO , r "" MAGS & CLIP :f 
POUCH SET 1 

Heavy duty G.I. Ca nvas - ' · 
pouch with 3 bra nd new G.I. .45 auto magazines. 
Latest contract magazines. 

# 452M $11.95 
. (Acid s15o io; shipping l 

G.I. AR-15/M-16 30 ROUND 
MAGS & POUCH SET 

G.I. Pouch with three (3) 
new G.I. 30-shot 
magazines. 
# M16S . . . . $24.95 
(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 

MINl-14 30 ROUND MAGS & 
POUCH SET 

G.I. Pouch with three (3) new 30-shot Mini-14 
magazines. 
# Ml4S $39.95 

(Add $2.00 for ship ping.) 

BRAND NEW 
RIOT GUN PISTOL 

GRIP KIT 

THE BLACK BOOK 
OF DIRTY TRICKS 

"Improvised Munitions Handbook," is the most 
sought after, heretofore impossible to obtain 
Army Manua l. Includes revealing chapters on : 
Improvised Explosives and Propellants: Mines & 
Grenades: Sma ll Arms Weapons &Ammo: Mortars 
& Rockets: Incendiary Devices; Fuses: Ignition & 
Delay Mechanisms. Plus how to manufacture 
Rocket Launchers. Pistol s, Shotguns, and Re­
co iless Rifles from easy to obtain materials and 
much, much more! New expanded edition! Limited 
Number Avai lable' ORDER NOW! 
# BB $10.00 ppd. 

NEW! RARE! QUICK RELEASE 
VIETNAM ISSUE PISTOL BELT 

# 10034 . $ 5.95 
. (Add $t5ri tor shipping l 

MINl-14 ACCESSORIES 

SCOPE MOUNT, no drilling or tap~ing. lnsta-Mount. 

# IMlBO for Seri es 180 Mini 14 $21.95 
#IM181 for Series 181 , 182 Mini-14 $21.95 
#RMl Rear Sight Tool , to adjust windage 

& elevation $ 9.9 5 
# RM2 Match Rear Sight. blue $ 9.95 
# RM4 Flash Hider, Blue Steel, 

Installs in seconds . . . . . . . $1 4.95 
#RM5 Stainl ess Steel flash Hider $19.95 
# RM6 Extra Power Recoil Spring-

Improves Feeding, reliabi li ty. 
Specify seri es 180, 181, 182 $ 4.95 

# RM7 Ventila ted Handguard $1 3.50 
# RMB Bayonet Lug. installs in seconds. 

Wi ll hold M7 bayonet . . $22.00 
# LSP-18 Mini 14 Manual . . . . . . $ 2.95 
(Add $1.50 shipping for fi rst item, 25' for each 

additional item.) 

BRITISH COMM ANDO 
BATTLE JACKET 
LAST CALL! 
This attractive jacket is 
Brand New British govern­
ment surplus. A light­
weight. ru gged , all-purpose 
jacket made of O.D. color. 
denim. May never be 
available again. Sizes: 
S, M, L. 
·Please send height, chest and waist measure­
ments for an exact fit. 
# BCBJ . Only $14.95 

(Add $2.00 for shipping.) 

AR-15/M-16 ACCESSORIES 
The ultimate in firepower and shortness. 
Used extensively by federal law enforcement of- # 70027 GI. M-7 Bayonet & Sheath $29.95 
fi cers. Easy to install. Take ofl buttstock and #32026 Ordnance & Armorer's Wrench $12.00 
replace with ou r pistol grip. For Rem. 870, Marlin # 320 12 Flash Hider $16.00 
120, Win. 1200, Mossberg Pump, High Standard #32000 Scope Mount $19.95 
Pump, Win. Mod. 12, and lthica 37. #016 M-16 Manua l . . . . . . . . S 5.95 
(Please specily when ordering .) #061 Ar-15 Fu ll Auto Conversion 

Manual . . . . . . . . . . . . . $ 4.95 
# RGK . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $30 .00 (Add $1 .50 sh ipping for the first item, 25<for each 

(Add $2.00 per unit for shipping.) addi l ional item.) 

ORDERING INFORMATION! To order by mail, use lhe coupon below, or separale 
sheet. Mail with payment. Add shipp ing or your ord er wi ll be delayed. BA, MC. coo·s may ca ll 
800-323-3233. Minimum pho ne order $25.00. Illinois. Alaska . Hawaii call 312-598-4466. PARELLEX 
COR PORATI ON, CHI CAGO RID GE, IL 60415. For questi ons or information ca ll -312-598-4466. r------------.., 
I 

Mail to: PRPEllEX@ Box F, Chicago Ridge, IL 60415 

1 Dept. SOF 1 4~coAPOAAT10N 

1 
Please send foll owing 

1 
I D Money Order D Check Enclosed$ I 
I ILLINO IS RESIDENTS INCLUDE SALES TAX I 

CHARGE TO MY: D Mastercharge D Visa/Bankamerica Card 

I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I EXP. DATE I I I I I I I 
I My name is I 

I live at _ _ ____________ _________ _ 

I Ci ty State Zip ___ I 
I NEW! 1981 PARELLEX CORPO RATION CATALOG . MILITARY SUR PLUS, POLICE EQUIPMENT, CUTLERY, I 

MILITARY & SURVIVAL MANUALS, SELF DEFENSE PRODUCTS. FULLY ILLUSTRATED. ALL ITEMS 
I GUARANTEED. $1.00. (Free with order). Satisfaction Guaranteed or your Money Back! I ...... _____________________________ .._ _ -------- ---.... 

FEBRUARY/82 SOl,OIER OF FORTUNE 9 



FROM BULL 
TO 281st AVIATION ... 

Sirs: 
I'm a Regular Army and Reserve 

vet, now a college senior, to be 
commissioned next year in the Air 
Force where I'll someday pin pilot's 
wings over my jump wings. A lot has 
changed since I first entered the Army 
in early '75. Back then people used to 
crap all over military men, particularly 
'Nam vets, who mostly kept quiet 
about the war to avoid problems. Now 
the mood of the country is different. 
People are realizing that the 'Nam vets 
have been getting a raw deal and are 
beginning to treat them decently. 

But an army of bullshitters is 
emerging out o f the woodwork, bums 
out to take some of the credit due to 
the real vets . On my campus I've run 
into a lot of them . One loudmouth 
Ranger-School "hero" was actually a 
washout who not only didn't complete 
the course but was thrown out of his 
National Guard Special Forces unit. 
(No, he wasn't SF-qualified either.) 
Another claimed to have been all over 
Southeast Asia, the States, and even 
the North Pole as a gunny in Force 
Recon. Pretty good for a 20-year-old. 
(Didn't even know what a "leg" was. 
He was actually a REMF E-2 thrown 
out of the Marines after less than a 
year.) One that I haven't met yet has 
been claiming he was in the Marines in 

'Nam and was one of the "Walking 
Dead." Must've been the only 8-year­
old in the unit, because that's how old 
he was back then. Another one really 
takes the cake. He's told his girl-friend 
that he was drafted in '73 (two weeks 
before the end of the draft), went to 
the Defense Language Institute and an 
Army Scuba School, and was sent to 
Cambodia . There he was in an ASA 
unit, was promoted to captain (at the 
age of 18 with no college - this is 
while the Army was RIFing thousands 
of captains without degrees, you recall) 
because combat casualties were "so 
heavy" and in his job as "adviser to 
the Cambodian army" he had to have 
the rank for the indigs to work with 
him . He also engaged in swimming up 
rivers to blow things up. He even has 
certificates on his wall at home to 

FLAK 
"prove'" it, which 1 suspect were 
either falsified or purchased from 
Military Graphics . I told her to check 
his 201 file or DD214, but o f course 
his work was "so secret" that it wasn ' t 
in his official records. (Not secret 
enough to keep from getting 
certificates about it all , though.) 
Between the bullshit artists and the 
ban-the-bomb activists you need high 
boots . 

In November -' 81 you printed a letter 
from a reservist with the 281 st Aviation 
Co. who was seeking info about the 
unit's past. Please advise your readers 
that Army unit histories are available 
from the Center for Military History at 

Continued on page 82 

DEMRO . . 

\\\\\\ 

TAC-1 M semi-automatic car- ...,JJ:]G~~--ii.iil;il!~~-~ XF-7 Wasp semi­
automatic carbine 

with high impact 
strength, black molded fore­

arm, folding steel shoulder stock. 
thumb safety and 167/a" barrel. 

bine with walnut forearm, re­
moveable shoulder stock, 

thumb safety, and 16%" 
barrel. 

Pro~ • I These are weapons designed strictly for the pros. In a word, they are among the 1ess1ona s most reliable automatic weapons you can find. 
. · . The TAC-1 and XF-7 Wasp; made for law enforcement and military use, with 

d 't t k .45 ACP or 9 mm Parabellum ammunition. They use the delayed blow back 

On . a e method of operation and fire from an open bolt, thus substantially reducing the chance of cook-
. · off (premature ignition). They can also be easily field stripped in seconds without special tools. 

h · · But as important as all of these professional features are, it is DEMRO's dependability that 

C ances counts most. We know what the pros are looking for. Write DEMRO Products, Inc., 372 Progress 
. • Drive, Manchester, CT 06040, or call 203-649-4444 for more information. 
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VIETNAM Vietnani 
War 

Newsletter 

VIETNAM 

NOW IN ITS THIRD YEAR! 

TOM HEBERT brings you 
back . . . to Vietnam. 

America 's longest war has been over for 
more than eight years. Your part In It ended 
maybe eight . . . ten .. . fifteen . .. or more 
years ago. The controversy over American In­
volvement In Vietnam still exists. The 
American public has done Its best to forget 
the war but for the Veteran of Vietnam there Is 
no forgetting. We were there! We were part of 
It and now It Is a part of us . . . forever! 

Some veterans, because of their very per­
sonal experience, may not want to remember 
anything about the war--and I respect that. 
The Vietnam War Newsletter Is not for them. 
The Newsletter Is for those who want to 
remember-want to rel Ive the adventure-want 
to learn more about the war, It's causes, Its 
complexities, Its aftermath-want to be able to 
deal with the Impact the war Is having on 
them--want to renew the camaraderie of 
Vletnam--and want to stand up and say " we 
served and we are proud". 

This monthly publication Is a gold mine of 
both Interesting and valuable Information. The 
Newsletter has been published for two and one 
half years and has established a working net­
work of sources-publishers, bookstores, col­
lectors, dozens of Vietnam Veteran organiza­
tions, and most Importantly, readers who con­
tribute news. The Newsletter functions as a 
clearinghouse, as Vietnam Veterans from all 
over the country send In Information. 

100% Money-Back Guarantee 
If you are not completely satisf ied with 

the Newsletter, you are protected by my un­
conditional money-back guarantee. If you 
are unhappy with your first few issues, just 
return them and I' ll refund the subscription 
price. - TOM HEBERT 

FREE BONUS 
DETAILS ON NEARLY 300 BOOKS! 

When you order a one-year subscription 
to the Vietnam War Newsletter, I' ll send a 
FREE copy of the Vietnam Booklist which 
contains complete details on nearly 300 
books on the Vietnam War. 

More than half these books are currentl y 
available from publishers. Many of the out­
of-print titles are available from my mail ­
order bookstore. The details provided in­
clude among other things some informa-
tion on the author, the publ isher, how to 
locate the book, and the .story-l ine or other 
spec if ics on the nature of the book. 

The Vietnam Booklist will guide you to 
books on just about every aspect of the 
war. It includes fiction. nonfiction, per­
sonal narratives , pictorials, etc . 

The Vietnam Booklist is invaluable as it 
contains a!I the books included in the 
Newsletter over the last two and one · 
half years. It normally se ll s for $7.50 but it's 
FREE with your subscription. If y0u wish to 
just order the Vietnam Book list, see the 
order form . 

VIETNAM 

FEBRUARY/82 

Here's some of what you'll find in the 
Vietnam War Newsletter: 
• Reviews of books-both old and new 
• References to magazine articles-both 

current and past 
• Movie announcements and reviews 
• Information on Vietnam Veteran 

organizati ons 
• Information for memorabilia collectors 
• Vietnam Veterans in the news 
• Updates on current events-like the 

Hunger Strike 
• Updates on Agent Orange 
• Updates on the MIA's 
• Updates on the Vietnam Veterans 

Memorial 
• Reader's Column 
• Interviews of authors and other 

personalities of interest to Vietnam 
Veterans 

BACK ISSUES ARE 
AVAILABLE! 

And there 's more! Have you been wan­
ting to get in touch with the men you serv­
ed with in Nam? Think about it . Isn't there 
someone you served with over there you'd 
like to talk to or meet w ith again? The 
Newsletter will do its best to help. Do you 
have an opinion you 'd like to express? The 
Newsletter's the place to do it. Have you 
been having trouble locati ng companies 
who deal in Vietnam Veteran related pro­
ducts? The Newsletter has all the informa­
tion you need . 

By the way, the Newsletter Is not pre­
war, and It's not anti-war. It is pro-Vietnam 
Veteran. The Vietnam Veteran has been 
short-changed and the Newsletter Is out to 
turn that around. 

Subscribe now! Think of it as an 
investment--in your past, in your present, 
and in your future . It costs on ly $15.00 a 
year-that's $1.25 an issue. 

A lifetime subscription Is available for 
only $115.00. It entitles you to free up­
dating of the Vietnam Booklist every time it 
is expanded. It also entitles you to a 10% 
discount off all purchases made from the 
Vietnam Bookstore. In addition , all future 
incentives offered to new subscribers will 
be given free to lifetime subscribers. This 
is a real bargain! Take advantage of this 
inflation-fighter now.Thanks for listeni.ng! 

Not Just For 
Veterans 

The Vietnam War Newsletter should be 
read by anyone who wants to gain a better 
understanding of the Vietnam War. There 
is, of course, a special emphasis on the 
perspective of the Vietnam Veteran himself 
but the Newsletter content represents 
many other perspectives as well. Besides 
making for very Interesting reading, the 
Newsletter will keep you well informed on 
the Vietnam War, which will surely be a 
much discussed topic during the 1980's. 

---------------------• VIETNAM WAR NEWSLETIER, P.O. Box 122, Collfnsvllle, Conn. 06022 J 
C I enclose $15.00 for a one-year o I enclose $115.00 for a lifetime I subscript ion. Please send me my FREE subscription. I understand that I will I 
copy of the Vietnam Booklist. receive all future Issues of the Vietnam I 0 I enclose $27.00 to take advantage of War Newsletter and Vietnam Bookllst I 
your two-year subscription rate . Please I send me my FREE copy of the Vietnam updates without further charge , that I I 
Bookllst. will receive a 10% discount on all pur-l C I also enclose $ __ for chases from the Vietnam Bookstore, I 
the __ most recent back issues at and that I am entitled to receive all I $1 .50 each (only the 12 most recent future subscription incentives without I 
issues are available). charge. Please send me my FREE copy I 0 I enclose $7.50. Please send me of the Vietnam Bookllst . I 
just the Vietnam Booklist. 

I Overseas I 
I 

Name - ------- - - -------- add $10.00 I 
Address_ _ ____ ·-- _ _ _____ • _ per year 

I - ------- I 
I SOF I 

: I:;~~:) ~:::i:n- ----- ______ ~ 
~-----------------~ VIETNAM VIETNAM 
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AFTER observing many basic com­
bat-pistol training sessions, I am 

bothered by two mechanical problems 
which plague the current Colt MkIV 
Series 70 .45 ACP pistols. Colt's 
factory-issue collect bushings and slide 
stops in these weapons frequently fail 
mechanically. 

Most experienced users of the big 
Colt quickly exchange the factory-issue 
bushing for the standard-configuration 
solid bushing used during the .45-
auto's first 60 years of production. 
Although Colt explains that the new 
bushing improves accuracy, the seri­
ous .45 user realizes that accuracy is 
less important than reliability. Further­
more, the current supply of Colt factory 
guns seems to have a high level of 
functional problems that are directly 
rela ted to faulty collect bushings. If the 
collect bushing is fitted tightly enough 
to give top accuracy, it will also occa­
sionally fail to function, because the 
collect-bushing fingers are too tight 
and cause binding of the barrel and the 
bushing. Therefore, the action will fail 
to close, only partly chambering a 
round. Inconsistent levels of production 
seem to give either nicely fitted MkIV 
collect bushings or very poorly fitted 
ones . 

COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 
Bushings, Slide Stops 
and 3-Dot Sights 

Another problem with the MklV col ­
lect-bushing fingers is their nasty habit 
of breaking off the bushing body. Once 
this happens, your pistol is out of ac­
tion, since an armorer will have to 

"This book is long overdue. There 
has never before been a text devoted 
ent irely to gunleather; to not only 
the modern belt and holster 
bu t to those forerunners 
carried by the gun-
throwers of the Old West. 
It is all here, inext ri cably 
entwined in a fascinating 
study of major proportions, 
written by a man who 
in my humble opin ion is 
our foremost authority . I 
commend it to you• " 

Colonel Charles Askins 
Senior Field Editor 
The American Rifleman 

Blue Steel 
aunle 

Ken Hackathorn 

pound the weapon apart to replace the 
bushing. Although this bushing may 
have looked great on paper, I don 't 
think John Browning would have been 
impressed . 

The recommended procedure is to 
replace the collect bushing with a stan­
dard solid one of the type that has been 
around since the U.S. military adopted 
the 1911. A standard GI-surplus bush­
ing does just fine. Another solution is to 
have a gunsmith install one of the over­
sized, fitted, mat~h-type bushings. 

Some may question the accuracy of 
a standard GI bushing with its some-

• The " how to" of conceal­
ment and fast draw. 
• Why most shooters 
fail to get maximum 
performance from their 
guns and leather 
• Bianchi's Law 
• Handgun Acci­
dents. 
• Myths about 
"custom made" 
holsters 
• A fascinat ion 
with shoulder 
holsters 
• And much 

more. 

Yours for 
only$12.00 
per copy. 

John Bianchi, the world's foremost authority on 
holsters and their use, tells for the very first time 
"All that's worth knowing about holsters." 
Now avai lable at gun shops and book 
stores everywhere, or order direct! 
Send cash, check or money order 
(sorry no COD's). Add 50 cents for 
postage and handling. Calif. Res. add 
6% sales tax. 

BIANCHI 
~TM 

"The world standard by which all gun leather Is judged." 

100 Calle Cortez, Dept. 282, Temecula, CA 92390 

12 soumm cw l'Oll'l' t JN F. 

times less-than-tight dimensions, but I 
prefer reliability over accuracy. After 
all, at normal combat ranges, the ac­
curacy of a Colt .45 auto is far greater 
than necessary. 

Wilson's Gunshop high-visibility 
combat sights use three-dot system 
that provides accuracy for low-light 
conditions . Photo: Wilson's Gunshop 

Sadly, many gun-rag ·writers have 
sanctioned the idea that a .45 must be 
capable of at least two -inch groups at 
50 yards in order to be acceptable. I 
myself may be responsible for some of 
this crap, since I like to shoot super­
accurate pistols for fun and pleasure. 
But if your sidearm is a tool instea d of a 
toy, the bottom line is reliable function. 
Who cares whether your pistol will 

Continued on page 77 
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THE COMBAT BOOKSHELF 

S Gl(Ell T NEW TITLES/ 
COIVlBAT LOADS FOR THE SNIPER RIFLE 

By Ralph Avery 

Send $ 1 for comp lete catalog 
listing 1 OO's of similar titles . 

Dealer Inquiries Invited 

CO M BAT LOADS 
1·0R T l lf 

SNll'l'.H RIFLE At last, a book that take s a good, hard look at sn iper rifle 
loads and what they can and can't do. Accuracy and pene­
tration tests on logs, trees, steel plates, car doors and 
engine blocks reveal some surprising results with both 
commerc ial hunting and military armor piercing ammo. A lso 
inclu ded are some of the author's own AP bu ll et designs 
and loading data. A must for the military weapons specia l ist 
and su rvivali st, w ith loads of valuable tips for any hand­
loader. 511zxs11z, softcover, illustrated, 156 pp. 
No. 544 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $6.95 

SUBMACHINE GUN DESIGNER'S HANDBOOK 
By G. Dmitrieff 

Not just another "bui ld a machine gun on the kitchen table with a 
p ipe barrel" book, but a truly comprehen sive look at serious SMG 
design problems and how· to solve them. A l though written for the 
serious fi rearms student. this book is easily understandable and 
high ly readable for any gun buff. Large 8 1/zx 11 format , loaded with 
ill ustrations, including com pl ete machinist 's drawings of the Sten 
and Soviet PPSh 41 SMG's. 94 pp., softcover. 
No . 100 $9.95 

HOW TO MAKE PRACTICAL PISTOL LEATHER 
By J . Dav id McFarland 

Custom gun leather of any description is instantly available and 
affordab le - if you make i t yoursel f. Step by step instructions reveal 
all the secrets of successfu l holstermaking , leather selection, tools 
needed, choosing the best ho lster for your needs, how to design 
holste r patterns, wet moldi ng the holster to the gun and much more. 
Special pull-out section includes full size ho lster patterns for the Colt 
.45 ACP, Ruger Blackhawk, S&W Mi9, Beretta ·Jaguar and others. 
Large 8'/zx 11 format, softcover, profusely illustrated. 
No. 150 . . . . . . . . . . . $6.95 

FU LL AU T O AR-15 Modification Manual (No. 06 1) $4.95 
FULL AUTO Vol. 11 , Uzi Modification Manua l (No . 036) $4.95 
TECHNIQUES OF H ARASSMEN T (No . 213) .. . ... . .. . $5 .95 
THE CO LT .45 AUTO PISTOL (No. 128) . . . . . . $4.95 
SURVIVAL SHOOTING By Tom Givens (No. 431) $6.95 
CAN YOU SURV IVE? By Robt. B. DePugh (No . 442) $6 .95 
IMP. MUNIT IONS BLACK BOOK, Vol I (No. 204) $9.95 
IMP. MUN ITI ONS BLACK BOOK, Vo l. 2 (No. 205)'. . . $9.95 
SURVIVAL MED ICINE ' Nature's Way (No. 440) $4.95 
The Constru ction o f SECRET HIDING PLACES (No. 436) $4 .95 
F.N.F.A.L. AUTO RIFLES (No . 133) . . . . $6.95 
THE SHOTGUN IN COMBAT By Tony Lesce (No. 430) $5 .9 5 
AR-15, M-16 & M-16Al 5 .56mm RIFLES (No. 016) $6.95 
.30 CARBINES, Ml, MIA!, M2 & M3 (No. 013) $6.95 
BROWNING HI-POWER PISTO L (No. 125) $3 .95 
GARAND RIFLES Ml , MIC , MID (No. 012) $6 .95 
TH E M-14 Ri'FLE (No . 0 15) . . . . $4 .95 

FIREARM Sl! .. ENCERS - Volume Two 
By John A . Minnery 

This long awa i ted sequel to "Firearm Silencers , Volume One" covers 
firearm si lencers from the 1600's to the present , with spec ial emphasis 
on the silenced weapons of World Wa r 11 . The sil encer design se(: t ion 
has in-de.pth coverage of homemade and improvised silencers, even 
methods for si lencing revo lvers that actually work! American, Briti sh 
and Austra l ian silencers ·are covered extensivel y , as well as new infor­
mation on Russ ian and ChiCom sil encers : Over 2QO large, 81/2xl 1 
pages, many photos & drawings. Softcover. 
No. 050 . . . . . . . . . $9.95 

POLICE KARATE 
By Scott R. Barte ls & Royal J. West 

Police karate is a whole different ba ll game than what is usua ll y taught 
in karate schools, and th is book is wri tten by men who know what 
it's like on the streets. Special chapters on fr isking and handcuffing 
techniques, non~ethal weapons such as the nunchaku & baton, etc .. 
are included as well as information on riot control , the basic karate 
moves and much more. Over 100 pages loaded with photos and 
clear, concisely written text. 51/2x8lh , softcover. 
No. 455 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5.95 

DESERT PUBLICATIONS 
For the finest in survival, self-defense, military & 
police science, firearms and alternate energy books. 

,- - !lT~ DESER;-PUBLICATION; - -

I ~·~ Dept. SF - Cornville , AZ 86325 

I Name ________________ _ 

I Address 

I City _______ state __ Zi p ----

Qty. Titl e or Book No. Price 

AZ Residents Add 4% State Sales T ax 

If y o u w ish to add this p urchase to you r : 
- MAST ER CA R O o r V ISA -

I nclu de ca r d number . exp irat i on d at e & signature 
on separate sheet of paper & m ail m with o rd er . 

Total 

-Id 
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IN 
scure "officialese." It's easy to read, 
and there is no talking down to the read­
er. If, somewhere, there is a school for 

REVIEW '
··. staffniks who have to write field 

.~~ . manuals, this one could be used as a 
.... : .:;y-. . guid7 f~r litera~y ~tyl~. . . 

.. ,. -·;- " . .,,; W1thm the hm1tat1on of its bemg a 
-~~ ~, \ WWII manual (a?d there really h~ven't 

· :, · '..;_ ··~--~-~ · been any revolutionary changes m the 
_ principles of scouting and patrolling 

SCOUTING & PATROLLING: Ground 
Reconnaissance Principles and Training. 
By Lt. Col. Rex Applegate (USA, Ret.). 
Boulder, Colo.: Paladin Press. 1980. 127 
pp. $15.95. Review by Alexander Mc­
Coll. 

This is a slightly updated version of a 
field manual written by Col. Applegage 
during World War II, based on his ex­
perience in training scouts and recon­
naissance personnel for that war. Such 
textbooks are not exactly "escape" 
reading, but this one is written with 
clarity, vigor and some wit and does not 
belabor the obvious nor sink into ob-

since), this text covers the subject of in­
fantry reconnaissance and pat~ol opera­
tions thoroughly and systefnatically. 
Notably outstanding are his chapter on 
Observation Posts (OPs) - a much ne­
glected subject, especially today when 
we tend to rely too much on electronic 
gadgets as a substitute for binoculars 
and the calibrated eyeball). and his id~as 
for setting up and managing a training 
program for patrol personnel. ' 

Too often "training m~nagement" is 
treated as a separate, abs.tract subject, 
and it's not easy to find a text on train­
ing in a specific and dema9ding subject 
like this one. In an Army' where most 

SCOUTING AND 
PATROLLING 

14 soumm oi1 l'flll't'UNll 

Ground Reconnaissance 
Principles and Training 

by Lt. Col. Rex Applegate 
(U.S.A.-Ret.) 

soldiers come from indoor, urban back­
grounds, the only way to have good 
scouts is to train them yourself. 

The sections on WWII iBritish, Rus­
sian, German, Italian and Japanese doc­
trine are of interest to the military 
historian . 

A couple of areas where' there is room 
for improvement: 

• Soviet patrol and anti-patrol doc­
trine and tactics. There is a considerable 
amount of valuable information based 
on the German experience in Russia in 
WWII, and on the Israeli experience 
with Soviet-trained Arab armies, 
especially the Syrians in 1973. None of 
this information appears in Col. Apple­
gate's book. 

• For the last 10 years, infrared and 
starlight scopes, the more portable 
ground-surveillance radars , remote­
reading sensors, and other electronic 
devices have greatly changed the whole 
business of battlefield surveillance and 
patrolling. Col. Applegate does not dis­
cuss this in any detail. 

If one were planning to use Scouting 
& Patrolling as a practical manual for 
the 1980s, one would need better infor­
mation on both these subjects. Inserting 
occasional references to the Viet Cong, 
or to M 16s, does not constitute updating 
the text. The references to the SCR series 
of radios is baffling to modern readers, 
as these items have been out of the in­
ventory since 1953. The allusions to 
patrols using sound-powered telephones 
seem a bit odd to a soldier brought up on 
radios, but based on what one hears 
about the effectiveness of Soviet radio 
direction-finding, monitoring and coun­
terfire, maybe it's not such a bad idea 
after all. 

All of that having been said, Col. Ap­
plegate' s book is an interesting, infor­
mative, well-written treatise on WWII 
infantry-patrolling doctrine, and as such 
of more "than routine interest to the 
serious student of military history. 
Secondly, if you are in the business of 
training soldiers in dismounted patrol 
techniques, especially the basics, and 
especially if you expect to be operating 
in an environment that is not overladen 
with starlight scopes and other modern 
devices, this is a very good publication 
to work from. 

I got an item in the mail tfie other day 
advertising the latest type of image­
intensifier weapons scope for · only 
$5,500 a copy, so it may ' be a while 
before we find one of these attached to 
every AK-47 in every "liberation army" 
all across the Third World . Until that 
happens, Applegate on Scouting & 
Patrolling will be the standard text. 

Alexander McColl is a Contributing 
Editor/Military Affairs for SOF. He is 
also an investment manager, lawyer, sec­
retary-treasurer of Parachute Medical 
Rescue Service and a colonel in the U.S. 
Army Reserve Special Forces. 
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THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK 
IS A MUST 

FOR THE SURVIVALIST 

_o_ sm.0° Jl-m 
• A MANUAL FOR SURVIVAL 

,mE 
SOLDIER'S 

HANDBOOK 

PUl'l\IID n 1.1. COL AllTDY 1. llllllU, (Id.) 

• "America's Most Decorated Soldier" 

THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK 

Limited Edition 

$100.00 
only 50,000 Copies 

Will Be Sold 

AMERICA'S 
SUPER 

SOLDIER 

ANTHONY B. 
HERBERT 

LT. COL., RET. 

This survival manual 
is essential if a catas­
trophe ever strikes 
our land. I'd rather 
have it than a gun. 

Jim Townsend 
Editor 

THIS TEXT IS A VIRTUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EXTRAORDINARY 
TECHNIQUES AND TIPS ON HOW TO FIGHT, PROTECT YOURSELF 
AND KILL' HOW TO BLOW UP THINGS AND COMMIT MAYHEM! AND 
SURVIVE. THE OPENING CHAPTERS DISTILL COURAGE AND 
DECISION MAKING TO BASIC TECHNIQUES WHICH DO AWAY WITH 
LABORIOUS EXERCISES AND TIME CONSUMING TRAINING. IT 
REDUCES HAND TO HAND COMBAT TO THE VERY ESSENTIALS OF 
HOW TO KILL SUDDENLY WITH YOUR BARE HANDS IN WAYS WHICH 
CAN BE LEARNED IN SECONDS: HOW TO FIGHT WITH A KNIFE THE 
FIRST TIME YOU PICK ONE UP. CORRECTLY, SIMPLY AND 
EFFECTIVELY! HOW TO CONSTRUCT LETHAL EXPEDIENT 
EXPLOSIVE DEVICES FROM BASE HOUSEHOLD-GROCERY ITEMS: 
HOW TO SURREPTITIOUSLY ENTER BUILDINGS. OFFICES. SAFES. 
FILE CABINETS, DESKS AND VEHICLES: PROFESSIONAL METHODS 
OF ASSASSINATION THAT REQUIRE NO SPECIAL SKILLS OR 
EQUIPMENT OR PRACTICE: TIPS ON SURVIVAL IN JUNGLES, THE 
ARCTIC. ON THE DESERT, AND IN BARROOMS, OR ON THE 
STREETS; THE BASIC KNOTS AND ROPE TRICKS WHICH PERMIT 
YOU TO DO ALMOST ANYTHING WITH A ROPE SHORT OF SERVING 
IT FOR DINNER: HOW TO CONSTRUCT EXPEDIENT WEAPONS AND 
SILENCERS; EMERGENCY NO-NONSENSE COMBAT FIRST AID: 
PATROL TIPS THAT MAKE THE DIFFERENCE ON RAIDS, AMBUSHES, 
ESTABLISHMENT OF CLANDESTINE BASES, COUNTER-AMBUSH 
TECHNIQUES, SEARCH, HANDLING OF POWS: AND MORE!-BY 
AMERICA'S MOST DECORATED AND COMPLETE SOLDIER-TONY 
HERBERT. AND IT FITS INTO YOUR FATIGUE TROUSER POCKET­
ALL 600 PLUS PAGES. 

NOTHING LIKE IT HAS EVER BEFORE BEEN AVAILABLE. 
SOME WILL OBJECT TO THIS TEXT BUT THE METHODS AND 

TECHNIQUES EXPLAINED HAVE BEEN PASSED ON THROUGH THE 
OFFICES OF THE CIA. DIA. FBI AND TERRORIST ORGANIZATION 
HEADQUARTERS FOR YEARS. A KNOWLEDGE OF SAME CAN ONLY 
ENHANCE YOUR PROFESSIONAL CAPABILITIES AS WELL AS AID 
YOU IN PROTECTING AGAINST THEM. 

THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK ... .. .. $100.00 The National Educator 

Cloverleaf Books offers you a unique opportunity to obtain a 
limited edition of THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK by 
Anthony B. Herbert. Lt.Col., Ret., at a price of $100.00 per 
copy . Each book is numbered and will be autographed by 
the author. Numbered copies will be issued in the order in 
which filled out coupons, accompanied by checks, are 
received . 

A quote from former astronaut Wally Schirra: 
"If you are a survivor of an airplane crash, I would hope that 
you would have THE SOLDIER'S HANDBOOK in your 
survival kit. If you don't plan to survive, take a martini!" 

Los Angeles Herald Examiner, Wednesday, Aug. 'O 

The book's already a big hit among old military hands, 
narcotics folk , cops, .corporations and individuals with more 
than just a little to protect . And, promises Herbert, the book 
will be updated periodically. Which might prove necessary. 
After all, you never kno.w· when another Noble Cause may 
come loping around the next corner. O 
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CLOVERLEAF BOOKS 

P.O. Box 3168 Dept. 7Z 

Englewood, CO 80155 

(303) 770-9797 

Only nine men In history have won the Osmlnleh (Turkey's 
Medal of Honor) - Eight Turkish soldiers and America's 
Tony Herbert - only one of his many unique 
accomplishments. 

Quantity I Item I Price ea. Amount 

I Soldier's Handbook I $100.00 

Satisfaction guaranteed 
or return book within 10 
days and we will refund 
your money. 

Total Amoun t 
Shpg. & Hdlg . 
Total of above 

Check or Money Order Payable to Cloverleaf Books 

Please fill in below 

Name 

Address 

2.95 

City ______ State _____ Zip ____ _ 

CHARGE IT! 

• Master Charge • BankAmericar Visa 

~~F~~g~:si I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 1 

I I I I I Master Charge 
Expiration Date Bank No. 
Signature (required if using credit card) 

SOLlllEll OI' FOllTUNE 15 



~J()IN. THE 
PllOIFESSIONALSI 

SOF, you I ear 
t ps a techniques t at save yo 
and money - and maybe your life! 
Experts reveal survival skills and new 
developments in weaponry that are not 
found elsewhere. And from our 
correspondents, you get timely first­
hand reports from Africa, S.E. Asia, 
Afghanistan and Latin America. So spoil 
yourself - buy the source for adventure, 
mercenary activity, urban and wilderness 
survl af, and discover products you only 
dreamed about. 
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List Sale List Sale 

Poor Man James Bond-Kirt Saxon 11.00 9.00 Bloody Iron. Knife fighting "Dirty Tricks"-Brown 12.95 7.20 

Ninja Course + 2 FREE Ninjas 5.95 4 75 Improvised Munitions , Vol # I. Improvised Weapons for CIA 9.95 7.95 

Instructor's Special Forces Demolition Training 8 95 7 15 Improvi sed Munitions, Vol #II , Improvised Weapons for CIA 9.95 7.95 

Bruce Lee·s Fighting Method-Bruce Lee . Uyehara 29.95 25.00 Street Survival-Practical Guide to Self Defense -Demura 9.95 7 95 

Kung Fu Advanced Staff Fighting 2 98 2 25 Iron Palm Training 100 Days-H .C. CHAO 5 95 4.95 

Paper Trip No_ 1 13.95 11.95 Iron Pa lm Open Hand Fiohtino . Leo Fong 5.95 4·. 75 

Keys to Understanding Tubular Locks 4.95 3.95 
Nunchaku · Demura 6.95 5.55 

How to Open Handcuffs withou t Keys 4.95 3 95 
Advanced Nunchaku : Demura 695 5.55 

Phillipine Stick Fighting : Amis System 
Kill or be Killed course with Shuriken 7.00 5.00 

6 95 5.65 

Amis Figure Eight System Ph1llipine Stick Fighting 5.95 4 75 
Vigilante Handbook 6.95 5.60 

Ninja Spirit-new-Stephen Hayes 7.95 6.40 
Checklist fo r Survival 4.95 4.00 Ninja Assasins-Adams 6.95 5.55 

Chinese Leg Maneuvers by Lee Arng 9.98 7.99 USMC Snipinq- US Marine Corps Bible 5.95 4.75 

Combat Tai Chi Kung Fu by Andrew Lum 11 98 9 50 The Colt 45 Pistol 4.95 3.95 

Invisible Weapons-Jenks & Brown 6.95 5.60 
Technigues of Harassment Continued - Carpenter 5.95 4 75 

9.95 Brown's Alcohol Motor Fuel Cookbook-Brown 8.00 
Police Guide To Lqck Picking 4.95 3.96 Ranger Training Tact ics 4.95 3.95 
Knife Fighting & throwing Handbook Michael Echani s 7.95 6.40 

Techniques of Harassment by Carpenter 5.95 4.75 
How To Fit Kevs Bv lmoressioninq 4.95 3.96 Knife Self Defense Systems by Michael Echanis 5.95 4.75 . 
How To Open Locks Without Keys Or Picks 5.oo· 4.00 Training Hand Book American Underground 6.95 5.55 
Exotic Weapons-An Access Book-Michael Hoy 6.95 5.60 Stick F1qht1nq for Combat. by Michael Echanis 6 95 5 65 
OSS Special Weapons Catalog 7.95 6.40 T Ang Lang Praying Mantis System # 1. James Wong 6 96 5 55 
CIA Field Expedient Incendiary Manual Deal the First Deadly Blow : 

(cannot be sold in Canada) 8.95 7.15 Total Training Course Hand to Hand Combat 12.95 M0.95 
CIA Improvised Sabotage Devices Telescoping Nightstick (Banned in N.Y. , Canada) 22.95 17.95 

(cannot be sold in Canada) 8 95 7 15 Phoenix Eye Fist-Shaol in South China-Leong1 Draeger 7.95 6.35 
How to Make your Own Professional Locks & 

Shantung Black Tiger-Shaolin Norih China-Draeger 7.95 6.35 Tools-Eddie Wire 8.00 6.40 

Can You Survive-Depugh 6.95 5.55 Zen & the Mind-Tomio Hirai M.D. 9.95 7.95 

Paper Trip No. 2 15.95 13.00 Chi Kung Mastering Unseen Life Force -Lily Syou 16.50 13.20 

Poor Man's Armorer-Improvised Weaponry 17.00 14.50 Shiatsu Japanese Finger Therapy- Namikoshi 7.95 6.40 

Fi rearm Silencers 7.95 6.40 Arn is Free Fighting Abu Jalmaani 5.95 4.75 

Bugs & Electronic Surveillance 6.95 3.95 Kick Boxing- Dr. Evan Saltaizi 6.50 5.20 

Dynamic Kicks, by Chong Lee 5.95 4.75 Acupressure Way of Health Teagarden 9.95 8.00 

T-22'Karate & Judo Exercises. by Tegner 3 .95 3.20 Javanese Silat-Draeger 7.95 6.35 

T-20 Stick Fighting : Self-Defense. by Tegner 3 .95 3.20 
Secret Fighting Arts of the World- Gilbey 10.00 8.00 

T-18 Police Law Enforcement Techniques . by Tegner White Crane Vol. 1-Wong 5.95 4.75 
4.95 3.96 

8.00 
T· 17 Self-Defense Nerve Centers & Pressure Points 3.95 3.20 

Nunchaku & Sai-Sakagami 9.95 

T-2 Savate French Foot & Fist F1ght1ng , by Tegner 3 .95 3 .20 
Training & Fighting Skills- Benny Urquidez 10.95 9.00 

Combat Kung Fu : Street F1ght1ng Art . 
Filipino Martial Arts-lnosanto 9.25 8.00 

by Leo Fonq 5 95 4 75 
Dynamic Tension-Wong 6.95 5.60 

Book of K1 . by Tochei 8.95 7.15 
Complete Guide to Lock Picking- Eddie Wire 7.95 6.40 

Power Kicking , by Leo Fong 5.95 4 75 Survival Shooting-Defensive Use of Side Arms. 
Tao of Jeet Kune Do. by Bruce Lee 11 .95 9.95 Shotgun- Givens 6.95 5.5: 

Bruce Lee # 1 Self Defense Techniques 6.50 5.20 

Bruce Lee #2 Basic Tra ining 6:50 5.20 

Bruce Lee #3 Skill in Techniques 5 50 4 40 Rush NOW to BUTOKUKAI 
Bruce Lee #4 Advanced Techniques 

~ 
5 50 4 40 53 WEST 72 STREET, NEW YORK, NY 10023 

Wei-Kuen Do. The Psychodynam1c Art Retail Hours 9-5, M-F All Welcome 
of Free F1ght1ng, by Leo Fong 9.95 7.95 

Postage: 1.00 first book, 35' each additional book. 
Close Shaves . Razor F1ght1ng by Bradley StewPr 8.00 6 40 add 50 % for postage Foreign Countries . 
The Shot Gun 1n Combat by Tony Lesce 5 95 4 75 Draft payable in U S. funds N Y residents add 8% sales tax 

The Sage Monkey System of Kung Fu Wong 5 95 4 75 MOO CheckO Cash0 

Dim Mak Poison Death Touch 4.95 3.95 Name (print) 
Eagle Claw of Choi L1 Fut Kung Fu . Chua 5 95 4 75 

Northern Kung Fu Systems by Wong 5.95 4.7S Address 

The Locking Hand System of Praying Mantis. Chua 5 95 4 75 
City State Z•p 
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I Was There 
by Carl Yaeger 

as told to M.L. Jones 

Carl Yaeger is a college counselor in 
Provo, Utah, and a U.S. ;trmy Reserve 
major, intelligence branch. A former 
sergeant and structural-steel high rigger 
in military and civilian life, his story 
recreates the little known, but epic, bat­
tle of Fletcher's Island. As he tells it: 

FLETCHER'S Island of Ice, or "T-3", 
was one of the cold war's hot spots 

in the spring of 1954. 
Dien Bien Phu, French Indo-China, 

was besieged, and the Soviet Union was 
putting pressure on the United States 
wherever the opportunity presented it­
self. One such place was T-3, a U .S. Air 
Force weather-and-radar station on a 
floating island of ice , only a few miles 
from the North Pole. 

Due to a freak thaw in the arctic ice 
pack, T-3 flo ated into the Soviet-control 
zone sooner than expected. The Soviets 
demanded that we get off, and we com­
plied - but for a different reason: The 
ice island was breaking apart. 

At that time, I was a high rigger 
(steeplejack) with the 1872nd GLOBE­
COM Squadron stationed at Thule 
AFB, Greenland. Our team was dis­
patched to T-3 to dismantle the super­
secret radar and antennas before they 
slid into the Arctic Ocean. Our C-47 
Gooney Bird broke a ski on a pressure 
ridge while landing, ground-looped and 
busted a wing tip. It would fly no more 
- and became our barracks. 

The days that followed were sheer 
misery - and fu ll of terror. The tem­
perature dropped to IO below zero, 
winds blew up to 70 knots, and the 
island rumbled and shuddered while 
huge chunks of ice broke off. To add to 
our anxiety, "Moscow Molly" made 

18 sm.nmu 1w 11onTUNll 

several references over Radio Moscow to 
our "invasion" of Russian waters. Her 
comments were followed by overflights 
and buzzing by a large Ilyushin-12 Soviet 
transport , which, at times, would shoot 
landings on the far side of the island. 

Our NCOIC, a pot-bellied little ty­
rant, decided that his moment for com­
bat glory had com~. He ordered us to dig 
a defense perimeter in the ice around our 
"barracks." We were only able to pick 
down about two inches into the hard 
sea-ice. We were formidably armed: one 
.45 pistol, one M 1 carbine - and an 
arsenal of sp ud wrenches. 

Our fearless leader took it upon him­
self to operate the early-warning radar 
eq uipment. He knew just enough to 
make himself dangerous . While op­
erating the set, he detected several, large 
"V" formations coming from the direc­
tion of Russia. Soviet bombers! 

Frantically , he sent a TWX to Thule, 
which was relayed to the Air Defense 
Command in Colorado. The entire 
country was placed on Yellow Alert. At­
tack possible! F-94 Starfighters scram­
bled from Thule and screamed north to 
intercept the Russians. They found them 
- and flew right through them: thou­
sands of Siberian Fish Ducks, migrating 
to Canada . 

Fearless leader was whisked away by 
helicopter to parts unknown, and the in­
cident, it was later rumored, formed the 
basis of Alastair McLean' s novel, Ice 
Station Zebra. 

It Happened 
To Me 

by J. Wiiiiam Wells 
as told t9 M.L. Jones 

J. William Wells is a WWII veteran 
who now lives in Ohio. His story is not 
told in this column's usual format - but 
to change it would distort the impact of 
its message. As he tells it: 

OUR N ·Ew 
SCOPE 
MOUNT 
FOR THE 

UZI 
NO GUNSMITHING 

$69.95 

DURING World War Il , the Uni ted 
States began its monumental battle 

to retake the Philippines from the 
Japanese war machine. The fighting was 
fierce - each foot of ground stained by 
blood from both sides. 

During the fighting, a young GI was 
pinned down about a hundred yards in 
front of his platoon. The body of a dead 
American sprawled in front of him, the 
only thing between him and the heavy 
Japanese barrage . He thought he was 
sitting pretty, keeping his head down un­
til the heavy enemy fire subsided, but 
then a Japanese grenade landed and ex­
ploded a couple of feet away. Shrapnel 
ripped into th e soldier's right arm and 
slashed hard into his chest and he lost 
consciousness. 

Most of the Americans behind him 
thought he was dead . But one young sec­
ond lieutenant wasn't sure. Heedless of 
his own safety, he dasheq out into the 
Japanese barrage, running toward the 
bleeding soldier and almost certain 
death. Somehow he managed to reach 
the injured man, receiving only a minor 
leg wound. As Japanese bullets snapped 
over his head, he staunched the bleeding 
and dragged the unconscious soldier 
back to safety. 

At the battalion aid station the GI 
briefly regained consciousness and was 
told how the lieutenant had saved his 
life . The' GI never did learn the name of 
that American hero - but should the 
lieutenant happen to read this article, 
please contact me through SOF. l was 
the GI whose life you saved. I want to 
thank you in person. 

I F you have a combat or adventure 
story for "It Happened to Me" or 

"I Was There," triple-space type it 
and send it to SOF, P. 0. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306, A ttn: M.L. 
Jones. All stories should be 500 
words or less. Upon publication, 
SOF will become owner of all publi­
cation rights. Submitted articles are 
subject to editing and revision, al­
though their content and theme will 
not be changed. 

Photos (with captions and credits) 
are also helpful. Captions should be 
typed on a separate sheet of paper 
and keyed to each photograph. 

Enclose a stamped, self-addressed 
envelope so we can notify you of ac­
ceptance or return your story. Article 
payment is $50, upon publication. 
A ll entrants will receive an SOF 
patch. 
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cause so many of them are on vaca­
tion or leave , or whatever, he usually 
doesn't have to wait too long for the 
first shout of "Hey , Tiger, goddammit , 
I ain 't seen you since. " 

He ducks out for an .hour or so in 
the late evening , usually to feed his 
diabetes a little protein , but these days 
he's into "nice little steaks" at a 
pseudo-Italian restaurant a five­
minute walk away. Then it's straight 
back to his bar for the last hour or two 
before closing at midnight , as per 
Bangkok's law. 

Tiger's has bar girls , as most Bang­
kok bars and clubs have, but at Tiger's 
there's no hustle . Many of the "girls" 
are, well , rather mature. "Hell , she's 
been with me 10 years, that one's 
been working here eight years, that 
one over there has been here six," he 
says with pride . 

And Tiger himself has been here in 
Bangkok 10 years. In that time, he's 
made many , many friends and only a 
few enemies. 

It's a good place, Tiger's in Bang­
kok , and there's a lot more to it than 
this story can tell you. If you make it to 

Men of 2nd Pack Troop prepare meal over 
cooking fire near Khoa Ya. Note captured 
Soviet AKM and large bush knife used to 
cut trail up to two Infantry companies on 
heights above road. 

Bangkok, drop in and see if it's not 
right : Lucy's Tiger Den, 285/ 11 
Silom Road, Bangkok, Thailand . As 
Tiger's business card says: 

"It's no good for the Christian's 
health 

To hustle the Asian brown . 
For the Christian riles 
And the Asian smiles 
And he weareth the Christian down 
And at the end of the fight 
Is a tombstone white 
And the name of the late deceased 
And an epitaph drear: 

'A fool lies here 
Who tried to hustle the east'. " 
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E 'al ft 'T-SH\R'TS \ 
.... ..,. oes\gns1 La . d Ed\tton Wea~ 

llJm1te 

Money Back Guarantee! G~s 
All shirts quality hand silk screened. ,,...._.._ oE.~~E. 1~ 5 
00/ 00% COTTON/ POLYESTER f>..\/1>-1'-~E.f'o.SE.'< 
SIZES: S , M,L ,XL r::,f'-.1>-'< 
(XXL AVAILABLE IN WHITE T-SHIRTONLY:$12.) 

COLORS: T Shirts: TAN, LT BLUE 

Jerseys: GRAY WITH NAVY SLEEVE ONLY 
PRICE= $8.00 PER T-SHIRT ; $10.00 PER JERSEY 
--- (POSTAGE INCLUDED) 

10 ORDER: SEND NAME, ADDRESS,ZI~ 

Enclose$ 8.00 for each t- shirt 
$10.00 for each jersey and state: 

1)Quantity 2)Size 3) Color Choice 4) Item Choice 

BE SURE TO STATE T•SHIRTOR JERSEY 

~~~:~ 
~ 

OR PHONE YOUR 
ORDER TO: 

615/624-1851 
30 WOODLAWN DR. BOX C ALLOW 4-6 WEEKS 
Chattanooga, TN 37411 FOR DELIVERY 

@ CLOUDLAND ENTERPRISES ________________ lliliii._ __ 

Spec:ial Shirts For Warriors. 

Life 
lnsur~nce 

@J 

Once A 
MARINE Only$6.95 

Let the world know how you feel with a ~~ 
Shadowshirt. They're hand silk screened on &. · 
fust quality U.S . made T-shirts, so you know Alwa~· -ys A 
they11 last. Satisfaction guaranteed. Order today. 
Men's sizes S, M, L, XL. MARINE 

(Gold on Royal) ~ j I fill B r,1j LJti;(Il (Olive on Tan) ----------------------Shadowshirts Box 55045 Dept.S Little Rock, AR 72205 
I Please send Colt and/or "Always" shirts in size . Enclosed I 

is $6.95 plus $1 shipping for each shirt. 
I Name Address I 
.._ City State Zip , 
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CLASSllllD 
~--0~ G .. -)t- ··~ca 

CURRENT REQUIREMENTS - $1.00 per word per in· 
sertlon - $20.00 minimum. Personals 50~ per word -
$10.00 minimum. Copy must be accompanied by remit· 
tance. Insertion will not be made without payment. In· 
elude name and address In counting number of words. 
FOR EXAMPLE: P.O. Box 693 = 3 words; Boulder, Col· 
orado = 2 words; 80306 = 1 word. Abbreviati ons such 
as A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc., count as one word each. Hy· 
phenated words and telephone numbers are counted 
as two words. Please type or print all ads. We do not 
furn ish proofs. All ads MUST be received by the 15th 
of the fourth month preceding cover date. We reserve 
the right to delete or change any copy which we deter­
mine to be objectionable. Mall to SOLDIER OF FOR· 
TUNE Classlfled, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. 

READERS OF CLASSIFIED ADVERTISING ARE AD· 
VISED THAT SOF MAGAZINE DOES NOT HAVE THE 
ABILITY TO VERIFY VALIDITY OF EVERY ADVER· 
TISEMENT CONTAINED HEREIN. SHOULD ANY 
READER HAVE A PROBLEM WITH PRODUCTS OR 
SERVICES OFFERED BY A CLASSIFIED ADVER· 
TISER, HE SHOULD SEEK ASSISTANCE FROM HIS 
NEAREST POSTAL INSPECTOR. 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly intell igence on terrorism, 
communist subversion , mercenaries. $~2.00 year, 
$15.00 overseas. Sample. $2.00. 540 Charles St. , 
Aurora, IL 60506. (63) 

FOR SALE. Genuine Uni ted States armed forces 
su rplus clothing, individual equipmen t, packs, boots, 
survival gear, first aid packets , etc. Send $1.00 for our 
latest catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr., P.O. Box 
1062, Oak Park, IL 60304. (54) 

LETTERS REMAILED CONFIDENTIALLY - $1.00 for 
comp lete detai ls on remaili ng service for business or 
personal use. Send SASE to: OFFICIAL REMAIL SER· 
VICE, Box 126b, Buffalo, NY 14223. (54) 

HANDCUFFS - Smith and Wesson $22.50 pair, Two 
$38.00; Leg Irons $29.50 set. G. NORAMACO, Box 
30243-SF, St. Paul, MN 55175. (57) 

PHOTO ID CARDS. New designs. All f if ty states. Im· 
pressive, full-color. Carry legally . Guaranteed. Applica· 
tions 25¢. EDEN, Box 8410-D, Fountain Valley, CA 
92708. (57) 

COVER DOCUMENTATION MATERIALS, alternate 
Identi t ies, whatever. Custom made badges, ID 's, cer­
tificales. List $2 (refundable). C.W. L., Box 3230, 
Pasadena, CA 91103. (55) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $1.00 for illustrated police 
catalog. B-Pec, Dept. SF 181, 9889 Alondra, Bellflower, 
CA 90706. (52) 

MILITARY MEDALS and decorations bought/sold/t rad · 
ed. Current list 50¢; subscription 1 year $4.50. Vernon , 
Box 387SF, Baldwin , NY 11510. (57) 

BULLETPROOF VESTS. Lightweight, concealable, ex· 
cellent stopping power. Priced from $85.00. Ball isti c 
material sample: $3.00. CWS, 898·A Lanakila, Pearl Ci· 
ty, HI 96782. (54) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price list, send $1.00 to 
ACE FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, 
OH 44030. (56) 

MERCENARY INSIGNIA: Wi nged hand clutch ing 
knife. $12.00. Brass. Ordnance Supply, 4918 Mission, 
Dallas, TX 75206. (214) 823-5963. (57) 

VIETNAM CATALOG (With f ree " Vietnam Photos") 
$2.00. WWI I catalog $2.00. War Shop, Rt.1, Box 154, 
Milford, DE 19963. (63) 

NEED NEW ID? Get government-issued ID, new credit , 
jobs, degrees. Start l ife over! Complete catalog $1.00. 
EDEN, Box 8410-R, Fountain Valley , CA 92708. (57) 

GENU INE U.S.A. MILITARY MEDALS - Silver Star -
$35.00; Bronze Star - $25.00; Purple Heart - $40.00; 
Legion of Merit - $30.00; C_ombat Readiness -
$35.00; Armed Forces Expedi tionary - $15.00; Viet­
nam Service - $15.00; Vietnam Campaign with Sterl· 
ing year bar - $20.00. Lots of others. Add stamp as 
trade item and $2.00 postage. SASE for free list. Mart in 
Ledermann, 21 Naples Road , Brookline, MA 02146; 
(617) 731-0000. (61) 

SS ANO GERMAN MILITARIA: World's biggest 
catalog, ingluding 2 large posters, $2.00 (Refundable). 
Krupper, Box 177SF, Syracuse, NY 13208. (58) 

SECRET SERVICE MAN UALS, Exclusive books on un· 
dercover opCration~ . intell igence tradecraft, uncon­
ventional warfare and more! New catalog! Rush $1.00' 
INTERSERVICE Publishing, Box 5437-SFC, Sari Fran· 
cisco, CA 94 101 . (52) 

90 SOI.DIEi\ CW 110ll1'UNE 

TATTOOING SUPPLIES: World's finest tattooing 
eq uipment. Over twenty years of reliabi lity. Designs, 
inks , need les, machines, tattoo books , everything for 
the Tattooist. Buy where the professionals buy. 76 
page color catalog $3.00. SPAULDING & ROGERS 
MFG., Dept. SF, Voorheesvi lle, NY 12186. (67) 

WWII GERMAN WAR SOUVENIRS! Inc ludes daggers, 
swords, helmets, flags, un iforms, everything! II · 
lust rated catalog $10 bill (refundable). Disco, Box 
331 -X, Cedarburg, WI 53012. (58) 

SPECIAL SERVICES: Mercenary, armed cou rier, ex· 
ecutive bodyguards, salvage operations, commando 
raids, any high risk mission possible. Professionals 
ready to serve you. Contact: Painter, 2114 Alton Ave., 
Rockford, IL 61 109. (55) 

MARKED CARDS - BEST IN THE COUNTRY!! Impos­
sible to detect! Fully guaranteed! $6.50 per deck (3 for 
$18.00). Pennsylvania Success, Box 14190, Phi lade l· 
phia, PA 19138. (55) 

ELECTRONIC SURVEILLANCE, BUGGING/OE-BUG· 
GING, PHONE PHREAKING: Preassembledlproject 
kits, complete with all needed component acces­
sories, easy to follow instructions. Much More! Send 
$1.00 for the most fascina t ing catalogue of "Conf iden­
tia l" electronic devices avai lable anywhere! T.O.N .T.I. 
SYSTEMS, 537 Jones, No 8816, San Francisco, CA 
94102. (52) 

FREE JAPANESE WWII RELIC Weapons, uni· 
forms, German and Japanese relics , swords, pisto ls! 
Illustrated catalogue $5.00. BONUS - Free Japanese 
WWII relic with catalogue! RELICS, Box 361·0, Cam· 
bri dge, MN 55008. (54) 

GERMAN WWII COLLECTORS ... M-1943 Style Wehr­
macht cap with insign ia! On ly $10.95. Catalogue of 
pre-1945 re lics $5.00. RELICS, Box 54-D, Braham, MN 
55006. (54) 

GERMAN WWII GUN PARTS! Mostly pre-1 945 parts 
and accessories lor military, personal weapons. 
Catalogue $5.00. WAFFENFABRIK, Box 293, Isanti , 
MN 55040. (54) 

ACTION TITLES on creative revenge, self -defense, 
sniping, knife figh ting, silencers, weaponry, martial 
arts, guerri ll a warfare, locksmithi ng plus much more. 
Catalogue $1 .00. PALADIN PRESS, Box 1307-SFC, 
Bou lder, CO 80306. (54) 

PRIVACY - Keep your true address secret, mail 
forwarding - receiving, code name fine, ORLANDO 
MAIL DROP, Box 18039SF, Orlando, FL 32860. (53) 

REPLICA BADGES, NYPD, CHP, ETC, OR CUSTOM 
MADE, Catalog $1 .50, UN IVERSAL, Box 19756, Las 
Vegas , NV 89119. (52) 

LOCKSMITHING SUPPLIES - Latest professional 
equipment. Trade tools and instruct ion course books. 
We carry EVERYTHING! Key machines, codebooks, 
car repo tools - much more ! Catalogue $1.00 (uncon­
ditionally refundable) L.A.N.D. l.S., 625 Post St., No. 
1048, San Francisco, CA 94109. Absolute Guarantee -
all orders. (55) 

TWO BOOKLETS providing vital information for the 
80s: Nuc lear St rateg ies, Humanism, Dynamic Perspec· 
t ive. Send $3.50 and $1.50 postage and hand ling. 
PHOEN IX FOUNDATION, Dept . F, P.O. Box 8000, Her­
mosa Beach , CA 90254. (60) 

AFRICAN READERS, Attention! Wanted by collector: 
RPO belts and parts; AK-47 magazi nes; foreig n el ite 
and paratroop insignia and badges; orig inal foreign 
cammies and web gear - any quant ities; will buy or 
trade for what you need. Peter Kokalis, 5749 North 
41st Place, Phoenix , AZ 85018. (TO) 

GERMAN WWII - Mi litaria, records, flags , knives. 
Send $1 .00 for list : HAMMER, Box 33149-SF, lndi· 
anapo lis, IN 46203. (55) 

RARE POLITICAL AN O HISTORICAL FILMS on video· 
cassettes. Third Reich , Soviet Army and Vietnam Era. 
Send $1.00 (refundable) for ill ustrated catalog. INTER· 
NATIONAL HISTORICAL FILMS, P.O. Box 29035, Chi· 
cago, IL 60629. (52) 

NEED PRIVACY FOR YOUR MAIL? Use our address as 
yours. Keep your true location and ident ity secret. De· 
tails: M.K. ASSOCIATES, 2959 Genesee Street , #2-13, 
Buffalo, NY 14225. (52) 

INVESTIGATOR'S SKIP-TRACING CHECKLIST. Val ua· 
ble tricks for locat ing "skips ," ru naways, and persons 
in hiding, $6. COUNTERTEK, Box 5723, Bethesda, MD 
20814. (57) 

IS SOMEONE LISTENING TO YOUR PHONE CONVER· 
SATIONS? Te lephone eavesdropping indicator 
$100.00, pocket bug detector $45.00, automatic phone 
recorder $125.00. FM Telephone wire less t ransmitter 
$100.00, long-range wi reless mikes $45.00 to $150.00, 
bumper beeper set $600.00, sound activated recorder 
$150.00, special listening devices from $50.00, 
automat ic recorder switches $40.00, new 1981 catalog 
$2.00. WYNN ENGINEERING COM PANY, 8800 Ham­
merly , Suite 509, Houston , TX 77080. COD Hot Line 
(713) 464-8170. (55) 

UNUSUAL BOOKS. Fake ID, lockpicking, investigative 
methods, se lf defense, undercover operations, sur­
vival, po lice manuals, black market, disappearing , 
gueril la war, living free , crime , bugging , spying, 
shadowing, sabotage, hiding contraband, food stor­
age, much more! Over 500 titles in huge fl lustrated cat· 
alog. $2.00. LOOM PANICS, Box 264-G, Mason, Ml 
48854. (52) 

MERCENARY SCHOOL: Affordable training in weap­
ons, combat, commando techniques. Best in U.S.A. 
Application, $1.00. P.O. Box 309, Dolomite, AL 35061. 

WATERPROOF GUN COVERS - 56" long, 10" wide. 
Tough plast ic. Th ree for $2.00 postpaid . Many uses. 
Other goodies. Free catalog. ZELLER ENTERPRISES, 
Drawer W·2K, Wickenburg, AZ 85358. (56) 

WWI, WWII MILITARY SOUVENIRS, all countries, in· 
eluding collectors one of a kind. Complete catalog 
$3.00. WORLD MILITARIA STORE, Dept. N., Box 
29412, Honolulu , HI 96820. (52) 

GUNS ! Wholesale and manufacturers, confidential 
suppliers list. $5. HORTON, Box 08332SF, Mi lwaukee, 
WI 53208. (55) 

EX-MARI NE PILOT will do anyth ing, anywhere at right 
price. Small arms expert. Discreet. Sam Dubyak, Box 
5502, Ing lewood, CA 90303. (213) 970-1203. (52) 

ITALIAN STILETTOS! Mirror pol ished steel blades. 
Positive lock. Dark or white pearlit hand les. 9" overall , 
$10.95; 8" overall, $9.95; 7V2" overall, $8.95. Japanese 
Lockback Knives - 13" overall , 6" blade , rounded 
point, $9.95; 10 3/.1" overall , 5" blade, rounded point. 
$7.95. Please include $1.50 postage and handl ing. 
DUFFY ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 102, Dept. SF, Bay· 
ville , NJ 08721 . (52) 

PLASTIC EXPLOSIVES: Simple , step by step inst ruc· 
tions to make powerful plastic explosives from com­
mon ingredients. Send money order $10.00 to: FREE· 
DOM ARMS, Box 7072 HSJ, Springfie ld, MO 65801. (53) 

FULL AUTO! Complete i llustrated manual on select ive 
fire conversions for the following weapons HK 
91-93, AR-15, MAC 10·11 , MINl-14, ML CARBINE. All for 
just $10. J. FLORES, Box 14·B, Rosemead, CA 91770. 
FREE catalog with order. (55) 

APOCALYPSE NO! St reet-Ret reat Survival Guide. 
Riots , invasion, disaster? Prepare for turbulent 1980s. 
$5.95. MEINO PRESS, Box 66, Wolfe City, TX 75496. 

EX·MERC DESIRES SHORT TERM HIGH RISK EM· 
PLOYMENT. North or South America only. 22 years 
professional soldieri ng as 1A Af rica, Europe - Exten· 
sive trai ning Britis h, Israe l, Japanese intell igence. 
Small arms infiltration , personal secu rity expert. Num· 
erous other skills, have no politics, few restrictions 
and , time permitting , all good offers considered. Con· 
tact Striker, P.O. Box 1493, Morgan City, LA 70381. 

PLANNING A SMALL WAR? Read Covert Intel Letter. 
Samples, $2.00 or $13/year, $17/overseas. HORIZONE, 
Box 67, St. Charles, MO 63301 . (57) 

MAGAZINES FOR COLT 45, M·1 Carbine, Hi Power, 
Luger, Walther PPKS, AR-151180, Mini-14. Short and 
long UZI barrels. Bore l ights. List $1.00. Refunded 
upon purchase. SCHERER, Box 240, Gilberts, IL 
60136. (55) 

MACHINE GUNS, ASSAULT RIFLES, Ammo, Acces· 
sorles: Send $4.00 for our machine gun and assault ri· 
fie information catalog, and complete list of items for 
sale. Refundable with order. 8x10 color print of Gen· 
eral Electric 7.62 minigun in act ion , $6.00. PARAGON 
SALES, INC. P.O. Box 2022, Joliet, IL 60434. (815) 
725·9212. (52) 

INTERN ATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF MERGEN· 
ARIES invite you to join us now. Are you seeking a life 
of adventure? Register wi th other brothers of adven· 
tu re worldwide. For f ree information and ·application 
form, send se lf-add ressed stamped envelope to: 
IBOM, Box 5f , Richboro, PA 18954. (56) 
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POP MORE SMOKE, 1·4. Cassette of U Minh Forest 
Combat Mission - claymores, AK-47s , the reality of 
Vietnam, spring 1969, 60 minutes, recorded by gun­
sh ip pi lot as it happened wit h complete transcript and 
photos $15 postpaid. BIEN HOA PRODUCTIONS, 
Dept. AK, Box 56, Fayetteville, AR 72702-0056. (52) 

NEW YORK CITY AREA - Stay ready! Keep f it!!! 
Work ou t !!! Total urban self-defense - JuJitsu and 
complete firearms t rai ning. SPECIALI ZED PRO· 
GRAMS, (212) 253-3928. 

EARN t S0,000: Any area U.S. Bounty Hunters needed. 
Start i'1mediately. No experience necessary. Work 
alone or small group. Complete information $4.00. 
PATE ENTERPRISES, Box 808, Laurinburg, NC 28352. 

BIEN HOA IS TAKING ROCKETS. Cassette of TET of­
fensive recorded by Cobra Pilot of 334th AHC as it hap­
pened. An hour of war " as it is." Inc ludes 30 page 
transcript booklet with photos, just $15 postpaid . 
BI EN HOA PRODUCTIONS, Dept. SKS, Box 56, Fayet­
teville , AR 72702-0056. (52) 

SOUTH AFRICA. Tax and immigral ion law, foreign ex­
change, banks , securi ties , investigations, re locat ion. 
American Attorney. WEBSTER, Box 669, Nylst room 
0510, Republic of South Africa. (54) 

HOW LONG WITHOUT FOOD! Survival food , com­
plete, high protein, FDA approved. 200 tabs/17.95, 
lcs/121199.95. HOSEA-SON, 2219 Franklin East , Seat­
tle, WA .98102. (54) 

WANTED - PATRIOTIC CITIZENS who see or sense 
the dangerous days ahead for ou r nation and desire to 
be prepared and put in touch with others of like mind 
and belief. Write - SURVI VAL BUREAU, Box 48F, 
Clay City, IL 62824. (56) 

FOR HIRE: AIRBORNE, LRP, Rangers, Scuba, 3 years 
Nam (66-69), 1969-70 FBI/CIA clearances. Wi ll ing to 
represent private, government "or corporate interests. 
Mike (312) 653-0618. 

SEEK MERC WORK. Male, 22, US Army veleran. Must 
pay travel. P.O. Box 3482, Wayne, NJ 07470. (52) 

WASHINGTONIANS: Purchase your guns, ammo, ac· 
cessories 10% over cost. Gun refinishing Parkerizing, 
vehicle repair refi nishing available. (206) 454-5448. (52) 

G. GORDON LIDDY ASSOCIATES, INC. is seeking 
partners to open its "Gemstone Security" off ices 
worldwide. You must be licensed or licensable as a 
private detective in your' locale, understand " Taking 
Care of Business," have above average mentality, 
maturity and wit and be prepared to make a significant 
stock purc hase. Call (312) 635-051 1. (52) 

MERC FOR HIRE, as sold ier, bodyguard, or courier, ex­
perienced. Steve, 891 Nicolls Road, Deer Park, NY 
11729. (54) 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Gallantry Cross and Campaign 
Medal Certificates of Decorat ion. $3.00 each, both 
$5.00. ARVN Senior and Mas ter Parachu te Wings cer· 
tificates. $3.00 each, both $5.00. JOHN BERNDSEN, 
909 Noah, St . Louis, MO 63135. 

EX·SO~DIERS , SAILORS. Photographs, brief histories 
of your troopships, warships available. Write for free 
brochure. TROOPSHIPS. Box 11 31$, Arling ton, VA 
22211.(53) 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, Regulations all states and 
Federal Gun Laws $4.00. Police Catalog $2.00. 
SCHLESSINGER, 415 East 52, New York, NY 10022. 

SOF CONVENTION VIDEOTAPES: 1980 convention, 
1981 convent ion speeches, 1981 convent ion shooti ng 
matches. $26.95 each plus $2.00 postage. BATS, P.O. 
Box 693, Dept. CONV, Bou lder, CO 80306. (53) 

COLOSSAL SMOKE BOMBS! 40,000 cubic ft! Why 
mess around? 3/$14.95: 12/$50. Add $2 shipping. 
Guaranteed! No COD. HOWELABS, Folly Beach, SC 
29439. (53) 

1st AIRBORNE: CURRENT ISSUE T-SHIRTS, red with 
2nd pattern jumpwings, as worn at SOF Convent ion. 
Small , Medium, Large. $8.00, postage included. 1st 
ABN SUPPLY, P.O. Box 11 51, Shreveport , LA 711 62. 

MANUFACTURING REPRESENTATIVES WANTED to 
sell new line of nylon assaul t rif le cases. shoulder 
holsters , gear bags, and many other new type nylon 
products. Many territories open for USA & overseas. 
Call or write SCOIT-JOHN, IND., P.O. Box 23990, St. 
Louis, MO 63119, (31 4) 968-4144. 

VIDEO PHOTOGRAPHERS AVAILABLE for tapi ng, 
anything anywhere. BATS, 933 Central Avenue, 
Alameda, CA 94501 (415) 523-6811. (53) 

12 GA. PISTOL with 3 red Meteor flares $24.95. Visibi li· 
ty 30 mi les. Extra shell s (Red, Wh ite, or Green) $30 
dozen. Add $2 shipping (48 States only) No COD. 
HOWELABS, Folly Beach, SC 29439. (53) 

ASSAULT RIFLE CASES, SHOULDER HOLSTERS, 
gear bags and many other new type nylon products 
both in black and cammo. Write or call for free 
catalogue. SCOIT-JOHN IND., P.O. Box 23990, St. 
Louis, MO 63119, (314) 968-4144. DEALERS WANTED. 

FREE GERMAN RELIC ! Free original German WWII 
relic! When ordering catalog of pre-1945 German f lags, 
uniforms, daggers, weapons. Il lustrated catalog , only 
$10. MI LITARIA, Box 21 -D, Grady, MN 55029. (53) 

BADGES. Custom made, your specifications. Huge 
select ion. $3.00 (refu ndable) for GIANT 60 page 
catalog. Immediate shipment. RELIAN CE, Box 4582B, 
Stockton, CA 95204. 
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H&K 91 COMBAT MAGAZINES, DME, unbreakable 
nylon, high quality, lightweight , reliable, $14.95. M&M 
ENTERPRISES, Box 64-8, Is land Lake, IL 60042. (53) 

GERMAN SILVER BULLION! Hoard of si lver bullion 
bars, bearing the in famous German WWI I style emb­
lem. Investment items! Only $12.95, three for $35. 
SI LVER INVESTORS, Box 361-D, Cambridge, MN 
55008. (53) 

TOUCH OF DEATH! Kung Fu's lethal strikes. Free in­
formation . Send SASE to: EAG LE CLAW, 2415 Wind­
break Drive, Alexandria, VA 22306. (52) 

ESPIONAGE: Phone Voice Scramber, $475; Vehicle 
Remote Starter, $525; Body Transceiver, $685; guaran­
teed , postpaid, other items, catalog $10. l.S.A. , Route 
1, Box 388, Lake City , FL 32055, (904) 397-236,1. (52) 

USSR AND USA SURVIVAL and mi litary manuals in 
stock! The ones you've heard about - but couldn't 
find. Select list of best - $1.00 (refundable). MESA, 
Drawer 774019-FE, Steamboat, CO 80477. 

DRIVER'S LICENSES with instant camera. Pol ice 
manual outlines procedures, details. Illustrat ions, sup­
ply sou rces. $7.50 postpaid. RELI ANCE, Box 4582N , 
Stockton, CA 95204. 

BECOME GUN DEALER, PART-TIME ! Obtaining Fed­
era l Fi rearms License, samples, i ll ustrat ions , $1.95. 
Gun Dealer's Wholesalers Direc tory , best gun prices, 
$1.95. Federal Firearms Laws booklet , $1.95. ALL 
THREE BOOKLETS - only $4.95! MESA, Drawer 
774019-FM, Steamboat, CO 80477. 

ALASKA HOMESTEADS $1.25 ACRE! Canadian Land 
$1.00 Acre ! Repossessed Homes $1.00 plus Repairs! 
Each Report $3.00 al l $5.00. HOMESTEAD, P.O. Box 
1146, Lake Havasu, AZ 86403. (52) 

ARMED CONSTITUTIONAL PATRIOTS. You are need­
ed to join a dedicated and high ly principled survival 
ret reat group in the moun tains of northern Arizona. We 
have 80 fami lies now with room for 70 more. Many are 
ex-military . We are composed of skil led engineers, me­
chanics, pilots , masons, builders, machinists, welders 
and many other professionals. We are preparing for 
the inevitable social and economic collapse and/or nu· 
clear war. Write for information. SECURITY MANA· 
GER, P.O. Box 3997 (SOF), Kingman, AZ 86401. (56) 

FRICTIONAL IMPACT EXPLOSIVE FORMULAS. Com­
plete instructions - security bombs, smoke screen , 
impact grenade, detonator. Supply sources. $5.00 
postpaid. RELI ANCE, Box 4582R, Stockton, CA 95204. 

BIG MAPS - OF ANYPLACE! USSR, Poland, !Nam, 
Israel, your country - ANYPLACE. 50,000 maps cata­
log (plus satel lite photos and CIA maps) just $2.00 (re­
fundable)! MESA, Drawer 774019-FO, Steamboat, CO 
80477. 

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE KIT, $4! Appli cations , 
instructions, wholesalers, free phones , salestips, 
records discount. DTI , 323 Franklin South , #804-D77, 
Chicago, IL 60606. (54) 

VIETNAM MAPS KIT - just $3.95! 9 compact Mili· 
tary/ lntell igence maps detail ethn ic groups, roads, 
reli ef , admistrat ivelmili tary reg ions, land use, Mon­
tag nard t ribes , economics . etc . A ll di fferent ! 
1965-1972 (rare). MESA, Drawer 774019-FF, Steamboat, 
co 80477. 

CBR FILTERS - M13A2 green ring fi lters. For 
M17/M17A1 gas mask. These stop NERVE AG ENTS, 
$15.95. New M17 gas masks, $4 1.95. New M17A1 gas 
masks and survival package, $89.95. Send SASE for 
catalog . Masterchargs/Visa accepted. Minimum $2.75 
postage. California residents add 6% tax. JR SALES, 
Box 4253, Lancaster, CA 93539-4253. 

ADVENTURERS - clandest ine and concealed weap­
ons systems, leath er gear and accessori es for 
free lance agents and contract specialists. Li mited edi­
tion catalog for eli te operatives, $2.00 (refundable) to: 
ASP, Box 18595/SC, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

HARDER HOMES AND GARDENS! You can bu llet­
proof houses for self or as prof itable business. Securi­
ty contractor reveals secrets! Simplified, light weight, 
low profile , and economical methods. New, il lustrated 
handbook , $7.95! MESA, Drawer 774019-FG, Steam­
boat, CO 80477. 

ARMY FIELD RADIOS: G.I. infan try mainstays from 
Korea to Nam. PRC-10 backpack radio with acces­
sories (handset, antenna, battery box , canvas), good 
condition, Spec ial Winter Price: $42.50. RT-70 por­
table/vehicular radio with handset: $37.50. Collector's 
Spec ials : repai rable radios, less accessories: PRC-6 
walk ie talkie $7.50 apiece, 5/$27.50: PRC-10 $12.50 
apiece, 3/$33.50. Manuals, $5 apiece postpaid: Field 
Radio Techniques ; PRC-6; PRC-10/9/8; ARN-30D Radio. 
Add $7.50 shipping to radio orders. Electronic schema­
tic diagram and commercial battery information in­
cl uded. BAYTRON ICS, Dept. SOF, Box 591 ,'Sandusky, 
OH 44870. (52) 

BAN DEFEAT - THE SURVIVALIST'$ ENCYCLO­
PEDIA! Six noted writers cover basics - retreating, 
weapons, food, water, NBC effects, maps, plans, 
checklists, defense, etc.; then explore excit ing new 
areas - power, USSR survival suits, disaster skills, 
simplified decontamination, survival chemicals , 
medicine, the passive solar bunker and 100's more 
subjects in over 60 sections! Big, sturdy volume just 
$9.95 ! MESA, Drawer 774019-FH , Steamboat. CO 
80477. 

BLACK WATCH ADVISORY GROUP - weaponry con­
sultants/train ing, underwater operations/training , per­
sonne l consultants/source. P.O. Box 6305, New 
Orleans.LA 70174. (53) 

NINJA SUPPLY CATALOG - Night su its, claws, 
spikes, calthrops, blowguns, shuriken , reference 
material and more for the " invisible assassin." Send 
$1.00 to NINJA. Box 28222/SC, Atlanta, GA 30358. 

INTELLIGENCE Month ly Intelligence Report and 
Special Reports for Professionals. We cover the world . 
$26.00 per year. A PAUL, 70 Shadow Lane, Orchard 
Park, NY 14127. (56) 

.50 CAL. MACHINE GUN BELTS. Enhance your den, 
gun room , place of business with impressive and uni· 
que wall display of authentic .50 cal. shel ls 5 112" long , 
complete with intact copper projectiles, no powder. 
Original 1943·4 Frankford Arsenal War issue, including 
steel links for continuous belt. Excel lent condition . 
Super-large 100 rounds nearly 9 ft. long $53.50 plus 
$8.00 shipping; 50 rds. $29.50 plus $5.00; 25 rds, $17.50 
plus $4.00. Also have artil lery shells, etc. JOE 
JELI NEK, 1201 F Cottage Grove, Chicago Heights. IL 
60411. (312) 758-2183. 

I SPECIALIZE IN tracing missing persons, recovery. 
and special investigations. D. Stinson, SEARCH , 
Route #2 Box 196, Seneca, SC 29678. (52) 

COMBAT ACCESSORIES: extended magazines rif le & 
pisto l .45 Colt , Llama, etc . STD, $12.95 15/$17.95, 
25/$29.99; 9mm Hi Power M59, etc , STD $19.95, 25/ 
$29.99, 30/$38.95. Colt parts catalog $1.50. MAGNUM, 
P 0 . Box 818 , Parlin , NJ 08859. (52) 

FEDERAL FIREARMS LICENSE application kit (forms, 
wholesaler list , AFT "800" phones, instructions) $5.00; 
PFRB/4, P.O. Box 2800, Santa Fe, NM 87501. (52) 

SMO KE GENERATING DEVICES - (cand les, bombs, 
grenades). An idea l add ition to the survival lst's inven­
tory . Excellent for smoke sc reen , dispersing crowds, 
signaling , fire drills . etc . All fresh and fully guaran­
teed . From $23.00/dozen for the 4,000 cubic feet in 30 
second model. We pay all shipping. Wri te for free 
catalog. SIGN US, Box 33712, Phoenix, AZ 85067. (53) 

AITENTION EMPLOYERS: Anything , anytime, any­
where PROFESSIONALLY. Former SF Ranger, Domini ­
can Republic SEA MACV. Excellent covers for Central 
America, South America and Africa. Specially equip­
ped and very resou rceful. Red , white and blue work on­
ly. BEST BY TEST, BOX 6837, Tahoe Ci ty, CA 95730. 

AZTEC SURVIVAL CAPSULE 6" l.D. x 24" . Corrosi on 
resistant burial canister. $75.00 each postpaid . WWlll 
PREP, Box 7571B, Phoeni x, Az 85011. (56) 

M-65 FIELD JACKETS, U.S. issue Woodland Cammo 
$42.00 in Sm-Xlg. A.H.A. , P.O. Box 21606, Denver. CO 
80221. Mastercharge & VISA. 

SURVEILLANCE EQUIPMENT - COUNTERMEA· 
SURES ("World 's Greatest Selection! " ) Investigators ' 
Microwireless R. F. Transmitter. $75; Voi ce Act ivated 
Recorder, $125; Automatic 'Covert' Telephone Re­
co rder, $125; Telephone Wiretapping Detector, $54; 
Portable Bug Detector, $45. ("Manufacturer Assembl · 
ed , Guaranteed! " ) Send orders: MICROTRON INDUS· 
TRIES , Box 2240, Elm Grove, WV 26003-0263. (Profes­
sionals' Catalogue , $5.00 . . . General Catalogue 
$2.00.) 

ARE YOU AND YOUR LOVED ONES PREPARED to live 
in comfort and prosper in an ex tended survival situa· 
lion? Second Dawn Newsletter can be your guide. 
$35.00 per year (12 issues) to: SECOND DAWN , Dept. 
SOF, Filcar Publishing , P.O. Box 3222, Ontario, CA 
91761 . 

WYOMING-UTAH RANCH LAND. 10 acres $60 down, 
$60 month. FREE photographs, maps, information. 
Owner - MIKE GAUTHIER, 9550-J Gallatin, Downey, 
CA 90240. (54) 

INTERROGATION GUIDE. Tricks and questioning 
techniques to make others divulge information 
without force , $5.00. COUNTERTEK, Box 5723, 
Bethesda, MD 20814. (54) 

SPECIAL FORCES BERETS, issue wit h Flash & Crest 
$18.00. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 

AIRBORNE/ELITE BOOKS, modern military history our 
specialties. Send $1.00 for latest catalogue. BATIERY 
BOOKS, Box 3107H, Nashville, TN 36219. (57) 

FOR HIRE, Vet-Nam 66-67-68, 5'8", 150 lbs. , 36. Ex· 
GR4NT NCO, MP, Instructor, Security. General knowl­
edge, passport , Cert-Scuba, First Aid, CPR. Security, 
short term, etc. Risk ok. DD214, resume, photo to seri ­
ous inquiries. Consider all offers. L.W.L., P.O. Box 972, 
Gadsden, AL 35902. 

YOEN-MOO-KWAN: Would l ike to hear from all Yoen· 
Moo-Kwan, Tae-Kwon-Do Karateka. Please write to 
Robert D. Kincaid, 503D MP Co 3AD, APO New York 
09039. 

VET: seeks high risk security wo:k. Experienced 
nuclear, estate security, counter-terrori r. m, evasive 
driving, C.P.R. , expert small arms. For resume contact: 
T.P., P.O. Box 456, Old Mystic, CT 06372. (53) 

THE POWER OF DARK SCIENCE (Notes From The 
Black Masters-I. ) Initiation, tabl es. invoca t ion - 60 pp. 
Copy of handprin ted mss. $16. SHADOW MOUNTAIN 
PRESS, P.O. Box 767, Teaneck, NJ 07666. 
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MARTIAL ARTS: Equipment for sale, name brand, 
write KINCAID'S SCHOOL OF KARATE, 503D, MP Co, 
3AD, APO New York 09039. 

BODYGUARD, COURIER, executive protection, ex· 
perienced, 'Nam vet. Have worked in Africa, Middle 
East and Europe. Passport current. Contact: C. 
Acheson, P.O. Box 155, Philadelphia, NY 16373. 
Serious inquiries only. 

SURVIVAL MEDICAL PACK with supplies for one to 
four people. Larger or custom packs avai lable on re· 
quest. Send SASE for list and prices. MAG-MED, P.O. 
Box 1136, Mesquite, TX 75149. (54) 

ADVANCED IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES - Book -
How to make sheet, plastic , liquid, plaster type ex­
plosives and more. Remit $10.00 to M.K.B.S., P.O. Box 
2090, Klamath Falls, OR 97601. 

PERSONAL BODYGUARD - wel l educated, ex-Viet· 
nam vet, ex-police officer, Karate (Black Belt -
WADD·KU·JAPAN International), 6'4", 220 lbs., expen­
sive, relocate. Contact: T.A.C., 227E Louise Avenue, 
Salt Lake City, UT 84115. 

OFFICIAL ARMY Bl-CENTENNIAL POSTERS -
Limited quantity - Collectors item! Send $5.00 to M. 
Boggs, 4222 Foster Avenue, Brooklyn, NY 11203. 

PARATROOPER BOOTS, top quality foreign manufac· 
lured boots new condition, $3q.OO per pair. A.H.A., 
P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . Mastercharge & 
VISA. 

SURVIVAL/STORAGE FOODS: Freeze Dried, Air Dried, 
Bulk - The best at BIG DISCOUNTS! Send $1.00 for 
information and book catalog. RICHMAR COMPANY, 
Dept. D1, Box 14956, Albuquerque. NM 87191 . 

MEGA VITAMINS: Util ized by black agents and super 
athletes for increased stamina and perception, $9.96. 
Free brochure upon request. KRON EN INTERNATION· 
AL, 3921 Roswell Road, Northeast, Atlanta, GA 30342. 

SWISS BANK ACCOUNT CAN BE mercenary's best 
friend. Open by mail with $100 or less. Secrecy, trans· 
!erring funds, bank addresses, operational uses detail· 
ed in special report. $5.00 from CORSARIO, Box FP 
23795, Washington, DC 20024. 

HIDDEN PANELS, FALSE BOTTOM DRAWERS, hid· 
den electronic switches. Hide your valuables, hand· 
guns. Stash just about anything. Schematics and 
instructions. Send $10.00 to Dale Wilson, Box 403, Des 
Moines, IA 50302. 

WANTED SHORT TERM CONTRACT. Group of four, 
small arms instructors, demo experts rated with single 
and multi-engine aircraft. Any flag, no U.S. contracts. 
Rick Salvo, P.O. Box 671 , Mishawaka, IN 46544. 

HAND GENADES, U.S. Mk2, Pineapple Gr(lnades 
w/moving parts, (replicas), $7.50. A.H.A., P.O. Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 

DARK RAIDER COMMANDO KNIFE. 12 in. overall. 
Tough black steel blade. Super buy at $14.95 plus 
$1 .00 postage, or write for free information. MARJON, 
Dept. C, P.O. Box 730, Van Nuys, CA 91408. 

SURVIVAL ORIENTED COMPANIES! Over 150 sources 
for information, supplies, services: $3.00. Report 101 D. 
Includes book catalog. Guaranteed. RICHMAR COM· 
PANY, Box 14956, Albuquerque, NM 87191. 

G.I. P·38s. World's smallest can opener. Wear on key 
chain/necklace. 50~ each, 3/$1.00, gold plated $4.95, 
Silver plated $3.95. J.S. PEARS, P.O. Box 99.01 , Kirk· 
wood, MO 63122. 

FREE - INFORMATION KIT on very eli te remail ser­
vice. Use a code name. Keep your true locat ion secret. 
R & J ENTERPRISES, 420 Pier Avenue, Suite 138, Her­
mosa B~ach, CA 90254. 

JUNGLE FIGHTER'S KNIFE. Large German stainless 
with false edge. In production for current Asian gov' t. 
special forces. Dress model with bright blade. Impres­
sive. $58 includes sheath. Direct from manufacturer. 
Free spec. sheet, send S.A.S.E. SEBASTIAN CUT· 
LERY, Box 11164, Piedmont, CA 94611 . 

ARMY & MARINE CAMMO ·CAPS, $5.50 each. A.H.A., 
P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

MOVING FAST? Keep a permanent address for as low 
as $5 a month. Not a box number but your own address 
and suite number. Also avai lable - phone number, re· 
mailing, mail forwarding and more. For information en­
close a stamp to THE BRANCH OFFICE, 3341 W. 
Peoria, Phoenix, AZ 85029. (602) 993-7534. (54) 

SCOUT DOGS' classes I and II, Registered Personal 
Protection Dogs, classes I, II, or Ill , for sale. Dober· 
mans, German Shepherds, and Rottweilers. Call or 
write for more information SUN VALLEY GUARD 
DOGS, 9 South 30th Street, Phoenix, AZ 85034, (602) 
249-3322. 

AUTHOR WANTS TO HEAR FROM survivalists about 
beliefs, tactics, experiences for survivalism book. 
Anonymity guaranteed. Write Ed, P.O. Box 10563, Den· 
ver, CO 80210. 

CHICAGO AREA·ARMY NAVY SURPLUS items avail· 
able. Call (312) S·U·R·P·L·U·S for store location and 
hours. Send SASE for catalog. SURPLUS, Box 113, 
Forest Park, IL 60130. (54) 

TERROR LOG. A monthly report on terrorist incidents 
and important information. Sample copy $1 .00. CC, 
4424 Sutherland, Knoxville, TN 37919. (53) 
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U.S. SPECIAL FORCES CAMMO FATIGUES, new 
issue, sizes Sm·Xlg. Woodland Cammo Pattern, $39.00 
per suit. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 
Mastercharge & VISA. 

MX, THE MILITARY EXCHANGE. MX is your interna· 
tional monthly action ad paper. Advertise your sales 
and needs, find your bargains. MX covers all military 
weapons, vehicles, equipment, supply, survival. $7.50 
- 1 year; $14.00 - 2 years; $13.00 - 1 year Canada, 
Mexico, U.S. 1st Class; $30.00 - 1 year airmailed 
overseas. FREE 20-word classified ad wi th subscrip· 
l ion. Low advertising rates. MX, Dept. SF, P.O. Box 3, 
Torrington, CT 06790. (54) 

BACK BY DEMAND! THE COME·A·LONG. Light, legal, 
effective for close quarter hand to hand combat. 5 V2" 
handcrafted wood, preferred by police, martial art ists. 
ONLY $4.00. SPEIRS, 4930 Cape May, San Diego, CA 
92107. (53) 

MACHINE GUNS - Dealer supply needs, M16s, Uzis, 
Mac 10s. For info: ALJEN ANTIQUES, 215 West Towne 
Street, Norwich, CT 06360. (203) 774-4120. 

RATE ITEM, Communist Chinese Winter Caps w/Red 
Star, $10.00. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

CAMOUFLAGE - T-shirts, field jackets, jungle 
fatigues, jogging shorts, sweaters, back packs, make 
up kits. Survival fuel efficient stoves, knife pouches, 
smoke devices, lightweight/compact magnesium 
aerial signal f lares and much more. Send $1 .00 for 
catalog. B & Z SALES, Box 401 , Dept. 1, York, PA 
17405. 

ULTRASONIC ANIMAL CONTROL. The S1 B emits over 
110 decibels of adjustat;le high frequency sound 
waves in a highly directional beam with a range of over 
50 yards. Lightweight and handheld, it is useful in dog 
training and control, large animal and pest vacating, 
and in some si tuations, personal defense. Legal, 
humane and effective. $89.50 prepaid or $1 bill for in· 
formational packet. HOC, P.O. Box 32215, San Jose, 
CA 95252. (54) 

NEED WEAPONS? Become gun dealer at home! New 
Gun Dealers, Instruction Course, 23 chapters, applica· 
tion forms, $4.95; Federal Laws, $2.00; Your State 
Laws, $2.00; Directory 500 Wholesalers, $3.50; Class 
03 License Manual, Forms, $3.00; Record Books (1200 
Entries) Firearms or Ammo, $4.95; Obtain Concealed 
Gun Permits, $2.00; Catalog, $1 .00. REDDICK, 1821-H 
Bacon, San Diego, CA 92107. 

NEED PRIVACY FOR YOUR MAIL? Remail service. Re· 
ceiving-Forwarding. Code names ok. DM ASSO· 
CIA TES, Box 5896, Dept. SF, Columbia, SC 29250. (53) 

PROFESSIONALS: Voice Scrambler $475; Vehicle Re· 
mote Starter $525; Body Bug/Receiver Set $659; Poe· 
ket Bug Detector $425; Wrist Watch Detector $1 ,060; 
Watch Camera $3155; Tear Gas Flashlight, $35; Shock 
Baton, $45; Gas Mask, $69; Night Vision Scopes, 
Custom Electronics, Bullet Proof Vests, Firearms, 
more. Catalog: $10-U.S.A.; $15-foreign. l.S.A., 
Route 1, Box 388, Lake City, FL 32055. (904) 397·2361. 

RIFLE BALLISTICS WITHOUT MATHEMATICS. Prac· 
tical calculators for muzzle velocities 2000-3100 or 
2900·4000 fps. $12.85 each from: BALLISTICOMP, 2203 
Stratford, Colorado Springs, CO 80909. · · 

CAMOUFLAGE FATIGUES, HATS, M·65 COATS. Ge nu· 
ine GI at good prices. Send SASE for descriptive list. 
VILLAGE SURPLUS, Box 194X - Dept. F, ·stream· 
wood, IL 60103. (55) 

TOP SECRET REGISTRY Government Radio Frequen· 
cies ! Big new edition reveals 50,000 scanner channels: 
FBI, Secret Service, Border, Immigration, CIA, DEA, 
Custom, AFT, Treasury, military, more. $9.95 ( + $1 
First Class mailing). Free Brochure. CAB RESEARCH, 
Box 56-SF, Commack, NY 11725. (55) 

SURVIVAL COMMUNITY, low profile, safe from attack. 
Looking for new members, S.A.S.E.: THORSON, 5505 
Valmont, Suite 56, Boulder, CO 80302. (56) 

OPPORTUNITIES IN AUSTRALIA - Learn how to get 
"assisted passage" over. Pointers on jobs, taxes, in· 
surance. Send $4.75 to PM, P.O. Box 26894, San Diego, 
CA 92126. 

CONTACT US for your special electronics needs. 
Custom design and construction, hardware sources, 
computer services, electronics training. SWG, 235 
West Hickory Street, Denton, TX 76201. (817) 387-2189. 

CAMOUFLAGE COLLECTION CATALOG - $1.00. Jac­
kets, pants, c loth, caps, berets, insignia, more. Genu· 
ine GI. KAUFMAN'S, Dept. A·22, 504 Yale SE, Albu· 
querque, NM 87106. 

SOF'ERS: Following prices are DISCOUNTED 30% 
(repeat) 30% ! CASE P62, $35.00. BENCHMARK 
" SOS," $23.07. GERBER/LOVELESS Guardian, $27.65. 
HACKMAN (red) Bal isong, $13.97. KERSHAW Trooper, 
$63.00. ONTARIO (Genuine!) USAF, $1 1.87. CASE V44 
Bowie, $63.00. WESTERN V44 Bowie, $33.95. EZELAP 
" M" or "B", $13.97. (ADD 10% SHIPPING.) SURVIVAL 
KNIVES: swordcanes, daggers, ho llow-handles, hide· 
outs, commandos, throwers, razors, icepicks, and 
more. 100%-Sat isfaction·Guaranteed, DISCOUNTS to 
35%, monthly SOF Specials, air-mailed/invoiced ship­
ments, plus FREE GIFTS! (40 + page) Photographic 
(8•hx1 1 ")Catalogue/Reference Guide, $2.00/airmailed. 
SELECTLINE, (established 1977), Box 391SFA, Pearl 
Ci ty, Hl96782. (CATALOG-HOLDERS: WESTERN · 
#S901, $11.99/air-mailed !) 

DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI - Commando black or stain· 
less steel. Free Brochure. Send stamped envelop. 
KAUFMAN 'S, Dept. A·82, 504 Yale SE, Albuquerque, 
NM 87106. 

IDENTIFICATION CARDS. Agent, Officer, Employee. 
Clip-on, Case Types. Official appearance. Seals, 
Emblems available. FREE Samples. RELIANCE, Box 
4582A, Stockton, CA 95204. 

DISPOSABLE DAGGERS - similar to CIA's "glass 
knife;" non-metallic, rigid material in pool dagger 
design with acute spearpoint. Use as letter opener, 
conversation piece, or discus~ ion ender. $15.00, 
2/$25.00 from ASP, Box 185%1SC Al\anla, GA 30326. 

CONCEALABLE BODY ARMOR stops the .44 Mag· 
num. Weight 2 V2 #. Free Brochure. Write: SES (SF-4), 
60 Madison Street, Geneva, NY 14456. (55) 

ELECTRONIC DETONATION: Methods of Improvisa­
tion - this incredible manual reveals secret tech· 
niques used by professional operatives (schematics 
included), $15.00. HOMEBREW BUGGING - technical 
manual shows unbelievable, yet simple methods used 
by professional eavesdroppers, $15.00. COUNTER· 
MEASURE COOKBOOK, amazing manual outlines 
eavesdropping detection and defeat techniques; also 
covers security systems including how to electronical· 
ly control tear gas bombs, high voltage, recorders. 
cameras and explosives, $10.00. REMOTE CONTROL 
MADE EASY - the title tel ls it all, $10.00. We also sell 
security equipment: motion detector, $100; telephone 
listen-in alarm system, $100; automatic telephone 
recording device, $25; FM wireless babysitter, $30; 
remote control encoder/decoder, $70; signal activated 
switch, $40; VOX, $40; FM wireless mic (crystal con· 
trolled) and receiver, $190. Send $3.00 for our fasci· 
nating catalog. ALTERNATIVE TECHNOLOGIES, Box 
4068, Dearborn, Ml 48126. 

SPECIAL FORCES, AIRBORNE RANGER, Marine Re· 
con, Air Cavalry, Pararescue + more original designs 
on T-shirts, sweatshirts, shorts. Free brochure, send 
long stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S. Dept. A-72, 504 
Yale SE, Albuquerque, NM 87106. 

SO YOU WANT TO BE A MERCENARY? Get the valu· 
able information and advice you must have. Send $3.00 
to L.D. LOPER, Box 542, Sugarland, TX 77478. 

CORPORATE SECURITY: MIF wanted, U.S. based, pos· 
sibility of foreign travel. Contact: H & B, 644 Palos 
Verdes, Redondo Beach, CA 90277. (53) 

KIDNAPPING! TERRORISM! EXTORTION! Counter. 
Measures for home. office, travel. Executive and Per­
sonal Security Manual. 150 packed pages. $19.95 + 
$1.00 handling. W.l.L., 5650 East Evans, Suite 204A, 
Denver, CO 80222. 

REGULATION INSIGNIA. - Air mil itary branches & 
police. All genuine. Over 1,000 items including rank, 
wings, badges, miniature medals, NASA patches. 
Catalog $2.00. KAUFMAN'S, Dept. A·52. 504 Yale SE. 
Albuquerque. NM 87106. 

FOOD FOR THE FUTURE - Advanced version of ni· 
trogen protection process offers quality nutri tional 
storage life. Write for catalog. RP SYSTEMS, 1262 La· 
Playa, San Francisco, CA 94122. 

CONFEDERATE FLAGS, 3'x5', 100% cotton. " Stars 
and Bars," $18.00. "Third Confederate," $18.00. "Con· 
federate Battle." $12.00. TANDY CAUDILL, 2896 
Tropicana Blvd., Dept. SF, Naples, FL 33999. 

ARMY SURPLUS steel propel lant containers for 8-inch 
howitzer, 25 inches long. Clean and reuseable for air­
tight storage, $4.50 plus UPS. Send SASE for details. 
ARCTURUS INDUSTRIES, Box 1543, Cheyenne, WY 
82001 . 

TASER: (On " That's lncedible !" I NBC News I " Hi ll 
Street Blues.") More effective than .38 pistol! Non· 
lethal ! Army-tested! Wholesale details - $2.00 (refun­
dable) plus S.A.S.E.: TASER T-63, 2801 Biscayne, 
Youngstown, OH 44505. 

BLACK BAGS black suede pouch with drawstring 
close. 6"x3" size perfect for safekeeping uncut 
diamonds, gold teeth, lockpicks, toothpicks. nose· 
picks, chicken lips, other personal treasures. $7.50, 
2/$14.00 from ASP, Box 18595/SC, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

GI CAMOUFLAGE CLOTH. Genuine. Manufactured for 
mi litary combat clothing. Free swatches, pricel ist. 
Send stamped envelope. KAUFMAN'S, Dept. A-62, 504 
Yale SE, Albuquerqt:e, NM 87106. 

ANYONE having recurring V.D. virus called Herpes? I 
found something that worked for me. Send $5.00 for in· 
formation to: Terry B., 5020 West Jeffery Road, Tue· 
son. AZ 85706. 

THE KITCHEN CHEMIST. The firs t new book on the 
subject of improvised weapons in a decade and the 
best yet! $10 to SURVIVAL WEST. P.O. Box 2876, Tor­
rance, CA 90509. 

WIRELESS TRANSMITTER. Smaller than a box ol mat· 
ches yet extremely sensitive. Frequency adjustable 
from 88·108 MHz FM. Fully assembled. $42.50. COAST 
ELECTRONICS, P.O. Box 1956, Panama City, FL 32401 . 

VIETNAM VIDEO - U.S.A.F. 16mm color fi lm transfer­
red to video tape. Never before seen film footage of 
A 1-E's on napalm runs and F-105s in aerial combat. 30 
minu tes long, speci fy V.H.S. or Beta tape. $80 - post· 
paid, no personal checks. ROBERT LENICH, P.O. Box 
2436. Southfield, Ml 48037. 
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DOG TAGS, GENUINE GI - Commando black or stain · 
less steel. Free Brochure. Send sl amped enve lop. 
KA UFMAN 'S, Dept. A-82, 504 Yal e SE, Al buquerque, 
NM 87106. 

MARTIAL ART SUPPLIES: Low prices , send $1.00 for 
catalog to: WORLD SUPPLY, Dept. SOF, 258 Locust 
Avenue, Staten Isl and , NY 10306. 

WANTED, FOREIGN CAMOUFALGE uniforms and ac· 
cessories, U.S. experimenta l cammo. NELSEN , Box 
82531, San Diego , CA 921 38. (714) 291-9589. 

" l'M A VIETNAM VETERAN and I'm Damned Proud Of 
Myself" or " I'm Damned Proud Of Our Vietnam Veter· 
ans" (Bumper Stickers). Send $1 each to: PROUD VIET 
VET, P.O. Box 36143, Indianapolis , IN 46236. (53) 

DEFENSE WEAPONS: LAZER ROD - Generates in· 
visi bl e forcef ield o f elec tro nic " PAINSHOCK' " Human 
victim s purport chronic headaches, nausea, fainting! 
Sold for animal control. Nonlethal. Send $49.95. 
TELETAP - Secret ly monit ors telephon e conversa­
t ions ! Send $9.95: EMPORIUM, Box 6396, Wheeling , 
WV 26003. (Catalog $5.00 refundable. ) 

FOR SALE: U.S. Army surplus clothing , boots, sleep· 
ing bags, A lice packs, cammo, field equipment 
etc. Writ e for our FREE catalog. MIDLAND ARM Y 
SURPLUS, Drawer 88, 7007 Macon Road , Midland, GA 
31820. 

WWII SPECIAL FORCES KNIFE, nonreflect ive " park· 
erized" steel bl ade. Laminat ed rawhide handle, leather 
sheath. 12°'' long. $19.95 ppd . Sati sfaction guaranteed. 
BRENTWOOD, P.O. Box 2313, Lawton , OK 73502. (53) 

IMPROVISED MUNITIONS HANDBOOK: Explosives, 
propel lants, fuses, timed delays , etc. $10.95. Money 
order only to: KEITH LANG., Route 7, De fiance, OH 
43512. Hurry Lim ited Quanti t ies Available. 

U.S. CAMMO HANDKERCHIEFS/BANDANNAS, $2.50. 
3 for $6.00 A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 8221 . 

MERC FOR HIRE, h igh risk, good pay onl y, short term 
only. Write: Boxholder, P.O. Box 24, Old Hickory, TN 
37138. (53) 
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Jaunty and daring and classy -
like the profess ional ' s w ho wear 
them. These are official regulation 
berets of 100% vat dyed wool and 
meeting all military specs . Made 
expressly fo r us by th e prime go v­
ernment cont racto r. 

ALL ORDERS SHIPPED 
WITHIN 24 HOURS 

Also available: Official headgear 
for: 
D Airborne Qualified (M aroon) 
D Ranger Commandos (Black) 
D Artillery & Guardian Angel s 

(Red) 
D Commando Dress (Camouflage) 
Sizes - 67/a to 73/• 

(Not sure of head size? Tell us how 
many inches around your head 
where you wear your hat. We' ll send 
the right one.) $12. 50/each . 
Special Forces Crest - $3 .00/ 
each postpaid. 
Paratrooper Badge - $3.00/ ea ch 
postpaid . 
Beret Flashes (Speci fy 1st . 3rd. 
6th , 8th , 12th or Vietnam group ) 

$1.75 each postpaid . 
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SATISFACTION 
GUARANTEED 

SHIPPING COSTS ­
please include w ith all orders 

except postpaid items . 
1 item -$1 .50 

2 or 3 items -$2. 50 
4 or more items -~3 25 

r.
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l\rES'I' (~ 
Army -Navy Goods 

Send check or money order to : 
aufman's West - Dept. A-315 

504 YALE S.E. 
ALBUQUERQUE, NM 87106 

2 color silkscreens (never a rub­
be ry iron-on) on fin est quality shirts 
you' ll be proud of. Another Kauf­
man' s Exclusive: 
D Special Forces - grey shirt , 

(50% cotton/ 50 % polyes ter) 
black and white design . 

D Airborne/Ranger - black shirt 
(100% cotton ) red and white 
design . 

D Marine Recon - red shirt 
(100 % cotton ) gold and white 
design . 
Specify size (S , M , L, 
XL) $7 .95/each 
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THOMPSONS. SCHMEISSERS 
STENS, B.A.R.s, M· 16s, MG·34s & .42s 
LEWIS GUN S, MAXIMS, WINCHESTERS, 

COLTS , SPANOAUS, ANO MANY OTHERS. 
- LIVE OR OEWAT-ALL FEDERALLY 

REGISTERE D ANO TRANSFERABLE . 
SEND $5.00 FOR LARGE PHOTO-ILLU STRATED 

BROCHU RE OF GU NS. PRICES . LAWS AND 
FACTS OF INTEREST: ' 

J. CURTIS EARL 
5512 NORTH SIXTH ST., PHOENIX AZ 85012 
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READ THE NEWS 
LATELY? 

Can YOU survive these troubled times? 

Buy SURVIVE and find out how. 

Lights Come Back 
On in New York 

Serious Crime 
Up55%From 
Decade Ago 

WASHINGTON (AP) - A murder occurred every 23 min­
utes and a robbery every minute as crime in the United 
States rose·9 percent last year, the FBI reported Thursday. 

The bureau's annual Uniform Crime Report said 13 million 
serious crimes wer41o81>0rted last year in a counlly of 'J:r/ 
n)illion people, a level 55 percent higher than a decade earli-

Robberles er. 
According to the re­

port, criminals es­
caped apprehension in 
about four out of five 
crimes commltted in 
lll80, with an aJttSt 
rate of 19 percent for 
all serious crimes. 

Suspected offenders 
were taken into custo­
dy in 44 percent of all 
violent crimes but in 
only 16 percent of 
crimes against proper­
ly, whlcb outnumber 
violent crimes by al­
most 10 to one, the re-

U.S. 'in Greatest Danger' Ever From _ So"1A~s 
The last dean Earthquake Victims , · 

place on earth s~"~!~!~d~ .. ~:,~::!~: 
l•s now polluted rocked Italy las1 November, leaving 3, 

people dead and another 200,CXX) homeles.s 

=wis,:.~~-:::'.~~~l~t~ 
ants, report unbappy .-archers 
at Tes.as .U.M University in Col­
l<ce StaUoo, Tesa 

Tbe researcben tested the air II 
ooe of tbe moat remote spoU In the 
worlll. Eniwet.olr. Atoll in I.be South 
Pacific, and for lbe flnt lime found 
the cancer-colllillc, manufacturing 
byproduct cbemical HCB. 

"Tbe cbances are there's now no 

f.=a°"H~ ~ii!° ~~s·~~::,'. 
bead of cbemlstry at A " M and 
leader of lhe expediUon. 

Enlwell>I: is a ll"OUP of 40 tin)" 
islands aboot 2.200 miles southwest 
of Hawaii 

It wu =-a as the site of 
hvdrocm- bomb tats in 1952 ~ 
ciu,.. lt 11 so remotL 

The victims prediclcd that the world woul 
soon forget 1hem. To some extent, thei 
fears were justified. Although the Italia 
Government has allocated S l.5 billion fo 
reconstruction and housing aid, littleoftha 
seems to have reached the stricken area. 
And as the weeks drag on, relief official 
are finding it harder to attract attentio 
or support. "When I go to the ministries." 
says Giuseppe Zambcrletti, head of the gov-
ernment's relief commission, "they treat 
me like a bore." 

During the next three years, Italy plans 
to spend SS billion on reconstruction, som 
of which will come from a 5 percent "earth­
quake tax." The government has not yet 
decided how to spend the S50 million in 
foreign aid that the United States has prom­
ised. Besides disagreeing over how much 

The Crisis in Social Security 
T oday a hope of many years' standing is nized national debt. In more human terms, ply grown too large, and unless it is reduced, 

in large part fulfilled," proclaimed the numbers are just as appalling. Today the fears of the younger workers are amply 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt as he signed the everyretireeissupportedby 3.2nc1ivework- justified. 
Social Security Act, the most momentous ers,butthe ratiocouldfallto3.0 too: ''•r.e w1·11 n1·e of Hunger' 
pieceofdomestic lcgislationinhis Presiden- turn of the century- and accord1 n• 
cy. "We can never insure JOO percent of the pessimistic forecast by the SSA, th . . . . 
population against 100 per cent of the haz- will plunge tOJUSt 2 by the year205~ In Warsaw last week gnm-faccd housewives stood m line 
ardsand vicissitudesoflife,but wehave1ried out any changes, workers and cmpl• outside food stores for as long as five hours Often they found 
toframea law which will give some measure 1ha1 distant future will be forced tc nothmg left lo buy except canned peas and packets of tea. 

· ofproteclion to the average citizen and to his much as 43 percent of wages Just to I ~cstaurants had meatless Wcdncs;days and offered only ~e 

: U . S . Government's~ Del;fi:;h~~:~~:fa;~:~~ 
. ._,Nearing $1 Trillion Mark 

BETTER READ THAN DEAD. 
See subscription card in this issue. 
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Are there American Prisoners of 
War still alive and unaccounted 
for in Southeast Asia? 

Accumulating evidence strongly sug­
gests that there are American Prisoners 
of War alive and unaccounted for , and 
who remain in captivity. 

There is an urgent need for a full ac­
counting by all parties regarding infor­
mation pertinent to missing and cap­
tive American servicemen . 

There have been more than 350 "live­
sighting reports" of American POWs 
since the Paris Peace Accords were 
signed in 1973, but the U.S . govern­
ment has been unable to substantiate 
any of them . Previous administrations 
have been less than candid regarding 
the possibility that American POWs 
may still survive in prison . . 

Project Freedom is a non -partisan , 
non-profit organization dedicated to 
the task of finding out , beyond any 
reasonable doubt , the fate of those 
brave men who so nobly risked their 
lives. 
FEBRUARY/82 

Project Freedom 's National Chairman 
is Col. Lewis Millett (USA , Ret.), a 
Medal of Honor recipient; Honorary 
Chairman is Gen . William C. 
Westmoreland ; the Executive Com­
mittee includes Maj . Gen . John K. 
Singlaub (USA , Ret.) , Col. Charles W. 
Scott , the highest-ranking military man 
among the hostages in Iran , Master 
Sgt. Fred Zabitosky, the only recipient 
of the Medal of Honor for action in 
Laos , and Lt. Col. Robert K. Brown 
(USAR) , Publisher of Soldier of For­
tune Magazine. 

There is much to be done. 

You can help. 

Funds are needed to conduct and sup­
port special projects in Southeast Asia 
- projects aimed at establishing the 
truth. 

Please send your help in the form of 
donations to : 

Project Freedom-Special Projects 
c/ o Soldier of Fortune 
P.O. Box 693 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

Make checks payable to : Project 
Freedom-Special Projects. 

Tax-exempt status pending . All con­
tributions will be given tax-exempt 
number when tax-exempt status ap­
proved . 

SOI.DIER OF l'Oll'fUNE 95 



Mike Force Had More Fun: 
A Shau Valley 1967 

See Part II Of "The War According To Dring" 
In Next Month's SOF 
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Auto-Ordnance Corporation 
Man ufac tu rers of the famous "Tommy Gun" Over 2 Vz million 

Thompsons 
so ld s ince 1921 

Deluxe .45 Cal 1927 Semi-Auto 

New Lightweight 1927 A1C 
Same external featu res as the de luxe, 
but al most 20% I ighter. The same 
performance you expect fro m a 
Thompson .45 cal. Co mes suppl ied 
with 30 round magazine. 

accepts same accessories as 1927 A 1. 

Complete with vert ical foregr ip, compensator 
and finned barrel. 

SEE YOUR CLASS 3 DEALER 

Standard 1927A1 
Plain barrel with standard mili t ary sights and 
horizonta l foregrip .. 45 ca l semi-auto carbine 

comes supp lied with 30 round magazine. 

,,.,: .. ,,!)'' 
Same exact external deta ils as the .45 fu ll , now 
ava il ab le in .22 cal. 

SEE YOUR CLASS 3 DEALER 

.22 Cal 1927 A3 
A .22 caliber edition of our popular deluxe semi­
auto 1927A 1. 

1911 A 1 Thompson Pistol 

to exact military specifications, this 
handsome automatic firearm is con· 
structed in durable 4140 steel wi th a 
black finish. 

ACCESSORIES, ATTIRE AND GIFT IDEAS 
New Conversion Kit 

Complete with all components to convert you r 
.45 caliber 1921, 1927 or 1928 to a .22 caliber 
carbine. 

Exact replica of the FB I 
) Hard Case. Black viny l 

over hardwood with red 

Thompson T Sh irt 

XL Drum 
New dup licate of the rare 50 L Drum 
accepts 39 rounds. For .45 cal 
Th ompsons 

Canvas Case 

22 Cal Drum 
10 round drum wi ll give all 1927 A3 
owners a chance to disp lay and fire 
their weapon and still maintain the 
legendary Thompson p rofi le. 

Heavy dutv construction with fu ll length 
zipper, carrying handles; side drum pouch . 

Off icial Thompson Hat 
Bright red and of highest 
quality. One size fits all. 

Attractive design on quality 
shirt. Speci fy size SM L XL 

Holds the gun, a drum 
and straight magazines. 

Offic ial Thompson Jacket 
Lightweight 100% red nylon 
with heavy duty zipper and 

l pockets. Specify S M L XL 

Stick Magazines 
For all Thompson models. Ava il · 
able in a vari ety of capacities. 

3rd H and 
Allows easy installation and re­
moval of the drum magazine. 

Auto Ordnance 
Shoulder Patch 

" T he Gun That M ade 
the 20's Roar " 

Th e entire history of 
the most legendary gun 
ever produced in th is 
country . 

Cata logs 
The 1923 & 1936 
editions reprinted 
to appear as 
authentic as the 
originals. 

Buttstock Adapter 
Converts the 1927 A 1 to use 
the original detachable stock. 

Cleaning Rod 
With custom extension and wire 
brush. 

o----

SEE YOUR LOCAL DEALER OR DISTRIBUTOR 
Auto-Ordnance Corporatio n 
2000 William s Lane, West Hurley, N.Y 1249 1 
Phone (9 14) 6 79-72 2 5 

WRITE FOR FREE LITERATURE! 
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Finally a tribute to all men 
and women who served 

in the longest armed 
conflict in American 

History. 

Colt's Custom Gun 
Shop, world renown for 

artistic excellence, is proud to offer 
this limited edition, Colt Government 

.45 A.C.P. exclusively through Northeast Gun 
& Supply Co., Needham Heights, Massachusetts. 
The Viet Nam .45 A.C.P. is finished in Colt multi­
layer etching and selective gold p lating, in a rich 
American scroll with motifs that personalize th is 

edition for every Viet Nam Veteran. 
T he right side of the slide bears gold American scroll 

etching embodying an American eagle, a gun boat with crew, a 
Viet Nam landscape in the background and the inscription 

"Dedicated To All Who Served". The left side of the slide features 
gold American scroll etching, an American flag, and the 

inscription "Viet Nam 
Special Edition - Viet Nam -

Laos - Cambodia - Thailand". 
This highly collectible Colt, 

is further enhanced by a 
unique custom cherrywood 

_.::__. -:.._--

presentation case, built especially for this Colt Special 
Edition, featuring a detailed map of Viet Nam inside 

and a custom etched glass top. 

The price is $895.00, check or money order should 
be made payable to "Colt Viet Nam Special Edition ". 

Please allow approximately 30 days for delivery. 

·---------------------------------------Yes, please reserve for me ( ) Colt Viet Nam Special Edition(s) at $895.00 each which includes all shipping and 
insurance. (Mass. residents add 5% sales tax). 

D Enclosed is my payment in full or D charge to my D Master Card D Visa 

Account # ____________ _ Expiration Date ______ Signature ________ _ __ _ 

Please Note: Delivery of your Colt Viet Nam Special Edition must be made through a firearms dealer in your s tate 
of residence. Please ask your local firearms dealer for a current signed copy of his Federal Firearms License and 
enclose it with your order. 

Buyer's Signature 

Buyer's Name (Please Print) 

Street Address __________ _______________ _ 

City -------------------------------
State ______ Zip ________ Telephone # ________ _ 

Please mail coupon to: 
Colt Viet Nam 

Special Edit ion 
c/ o Northeast Gun 

& Supply Co. 
6 Brook Road 
Needham, Mass . 02194 
(617) 449-1713 
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