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DESERT PUBLICATIONS 
CORNVILLE, ARIZONA 86325 

1980-2 Cll TllLOG $1.00 
Lists hundreds of titles covering military & police science, 
firearms and self-defense, survival, alternate energy, lock
smithing and nostalgia. (Catalog sent free with orders). 

EXPLOSIVE NEW TITLES 
The onset of the Viet Nam War brought about a concen
trated effort by the U.S. Mi l itary to research and develop 
state of the art, improvised munitions and associated 
technology . While some of this effort was finalized and made 
avail able to our military "advisors" , a large amount was 
never made available before the political degenerates leading 
our country totally undermined its military efforts . 

I 

Fortunately, most of these developments were recorded on 
35mm color slides . These have been reproduced into lesson
sized groups. The first two sets contain 22 slides each, 
accompanied by written text that fully describes what is 
shown in the slides . They are packaged in attractive 8 112 x 11 
binde rs which keep both slides and te xt handy for instant 
reference . 
Set N o. 250 covers improvised shaped charges with the slides 
dramatically portraying the construction and deployment 
of these easily made devices. Penetration test results are also 
shown . 35mm Slide 

Sets With Text 
Set No. 251 covers the development and making of two 
component high explosive mixtures. The components used 
are relatively easy to obtain and are safe until "mixed" for 
the f inal objective . Our Special Forces instructors claim that 
one such mixture produces the most potent sub-nuclear 
explosive yet known . 

250 (Improvised Shaped Charges) . . .. .. .. .. $21.95 
251 (Two Component High Expl. M ix tures) . . . $21.95 
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IMPROVISED ROCKET MOTORS 
Covers the construction and propulsion of small rockets which can be fabrica ted from commonly 
available materials such as sheet metal and plumbing pipe . The text presents data compiled 
from over 1,000 test firings and lists possible guerrilla or military support missions for the 
rockets. 
21 7 . . ..... .. . . . . . .. . ... . . . . . ... . . ... .. . . .. . . . ....... . ... . .... $4 .95 

IMPROVISED MUNITIONS FROM AMMONIUM NITRATE 
Ammonium nitrate, commonly available in fertilizer, can serve as the basic ingred ient for an 
effective improvised explosive. Preparation of the ammonium nitrate, evaluation of indigenous 
sensitizers, variables affecting sensitivity and alternate initiation methods are also covered . 
218 .. .. .... ........ . . .. .. ...... .. .. . . . . ... ... . ... . .... . . .. ... $4.9 5 

IMPROVISED BATTERIES AND DETONATING DEVICES 
Text covers improvised batteries and generators plus detonating test resu lts. Also, plans and 
description for an electronic triggering device for booby trap and perimeter defense applications. 
This provocative book also contains two bonus reports: one on how to ge l motor oil as a m ethod 
of sabotage and another on personnel marking applicable to counter-insurgent operations . 
219 . .. .. .. .. . . ... .. . .. .. .. ..... .. ..... . ............ ... .. . . . . . $4.95 

IMPROVISED EXPLOSIVES FOR USE IN DETONATORS 
Covers field expedient methods for the construction of improvised detonators using pr imary 
explosives derived from indigenous materials. Emphasis is placed on fabrication mater ia ls and 
techniques which can be accomplished by novice personnel. 
220 ... . . . . ... .......... . ... . . . . .. .. . .. ... ... .. . . . ....... .. .. . $4.95 

EVALUATION OF IMPROVISED SHAPED CHARGES 
Shaped charges have long been noted fortheireffective application against light armored targets. 
This book investigates the construction and performance potential of shaped charges which can 
be fabricated from indigenous materials and components . 
221. .. . .... .. .... . ... . .... . . ... . . .......... . .. . .......... .. . . $4.95 
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HANDBOOK OF METHANE 
GAS PRODUCTION 

By Jack Fredericks and Alvin Boll 

Not a theoretical look at a methane 
producti o n plant, but a manual based 
on experience. Alv in Bo l l's methane 
plant has been in use for nearly two 
years, providing fuel for heating and 
cooking independent of an outside 
supplier. Profusely illustrated text 
covers plant construction, methane 
man ufacture, trouble-shooting and 
various fue l applications of methane 
gas. 
302. 

NEW! 

Lud~nhip Handbook 
for Snt.i; ll 

. .. $6.95 

BROWN'S ALCOHOL 
MOTOR FUEL COOKBOOK 

By Michael H. Brown 
America's best-sell ing title on alter
nate motor fuel for over a year, and 
still going strong! Contains all the 
information you need to produce 
alcohol motor fuel. Step-by-step 
procedures for the modification of 
an average car's carburetor to run on 
ethanol, and how to build your own 
moonshine stil I plu s much more . 
O rder your copy today. For less than 
the price of a tank of gas (tomarrow 
it may be half a tank), you can lea rn 
how to become gasoline independen"t. 
300.. . . .......... $9.95 

NEW! 

'41ternate Energy 

HOW TO BUILD A 
JUNKYARD STILL 
By Michael H. Brown 

The straightforward, no-fr i ll s ap
proach to building your own ethanol 
(alcohol motor fuel) sti l l for less t han 
$100.00. Only the simplest of hand 
tools are required. If you own (or 
can borrow) a screwdriver and a pipe 
wrench and can follow simp le direc
tions, you can build this still in on ly 
a few hours. Ethanol kept the Japa
nese flying during World War 11 and 
it may keep America driving in the 
l 980's . 
301. . . . . . . . . . . . . ..... $4.95 

SURVIVAL MEDICINE : 
Miiitary Opcr;i.tions 

LEADERSHIP HANDBOOK FOR 
SMALL MILITARY OPERATIONS 

A basic guide to understanding human 
behavior and motivational factors 
and the use of that understa nd ing in 
the command of a small military unit. 
Teamwork is important whether you 
are on manuevers or in actua l battle, 

Survival Medicine 
' NATURE'S WAY ! By Marilyn Moore 

. and teamwork is what this book is 
I about i I 444. . . . . $4 .95 

OLD GOODIES----
Techniques of Harassment (No . 213) ... $5.95 

Life After Doomsday (No . LAD) .. . . . $19.95 

Get Even (No. GE) . . ... . .... . . ... $9 .95 

Home Workshop Silencers (No. HWS) ... $12.00 

Browning Hi-Power Pistol (No. 125) .. ... . . .. . .$3 .95 

How To Open Handcuffs Without Keys (No . 120). .$4.95 

Firearm Silencers (No . 005) ........ . . . ... . .$7 .95 

Technique of Safe & Vault Manipula t ion (No. 105) .$9.95 

Fi rst Aid For So ldiers & Sportsmen (No. 413) .$4.95 

Lock Picking Simpl ified (No. 101) . . . . . . .$4.95 

AR-15,M- 16andM-16A1 Rifles(No.016) .$6 .95 

Colt .45 Auto Pistol (No. 128). . . . . . . . . . . .$4.95 

Nuclear Survival (No. 418) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $5 .95 

G uetti l\a Warfare & Special Forces Operations (No. 500) .$7 .95 

CIA & Special Forces Improvised Munitions Black Books 

Vo lume 1 (No. 204) .$9.95 

Volume 2 (No. 205) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$9.95 
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I Naturopathic and homeopathic 
remedies for a number of t he most 
commonly encountered ail men t s. 
Not a first aid book or a text on 
"what to do until the doctor arrives", 
but a natural approach to getting 
along when there is no docto r . 

. 440 .. . ................ $4.95 
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PUBLISHER'S NOTES 

AS you SOFers might assume, we're proud as punch about our 
coup in Afghanistan. Galen Geer, "our man in Afghanistan," 

provided an in-depth briefing to Rep. WilUam Dickinson (R-Ala.), a 
member of the House Armed Services Committee. 

Rep. Dickinson was quoted by The Boston Globe as saying, "It's a 
very real concern to me if, as it seems, our intelligence community 
has been unable to gather as much information as a: free lance like 
Mr. Geer." 

The most important item Geer brought out was a NBC filter from 
a Russian BMP-2 armored personnel carrier - an item Western in
telligence agencies have.been trying to obtain for years. Even more 
important, the filter may contain gas residue whicb would allow the 
United States to determine what type of gas tlie Russians are using. 

The Washington Post reporter, who dipped his pen in the ink of 
yellow journalism in doing a piece on SOF, was so ignorant and/ or 
biased as to refer to the filter as "a gadget" from an APC. But then, 
what can we expect from The Washington Post? 

GRAVES NAMED MANAGING EDITOR 
I also wish to announce that Jim Graves, who joined our staff in 

November , has been promoted to Managing Editor. Bob J>oos, our 
former Managing Editor, is on leave of absence. 

Graves, who was a Grunt in the Third Marine Division in Vietnam, 
was a Combat Correspondent during his last year in the Marines and 
worked on a daily newspaper for 10 years before coming to SOF as 
an Associate Editor. A history buff, particularly military history, he 
has a BA and MA in history. · · 

CONVENTION UPDATE 
We will have seminars on knife throwing and small-arms disarming 

techniques. Two six-hour courses will be offered in the above sub
jects for $50 each. Don't wait until the last minute for reservations. 
Come jump and shoot with us! 

TAPPEN TO JOIN STAFF 
I am delighted to announce that Mel Tappen, formerly the survival 

editor of Guns & Ammo, has joined our staff in the same capacity. 
I consider Tappen, an avid shooter, student of weaponry and out

doorsman, to be the top survival consultant in the U.S. He has a 
Ph.D. from Stanford in English literature and was successful in 
business before ominous economic trends led him to concentrate on 
becoming a survival consultant. He now devotes full time to 
evaluating firearms, outdoor and survival equipment, storable foods 
and communications devices in order to assist and inform people in
terested in long-term survival planning. 

Tappen's first article will appear in your December SOF. 

SOF RAISES PRICE 
Increases in printing and production costs have forced SOF to raise 

its price to $2.50 on the newsstand and $24 by subscription in the 
U.S. This price raise should enable SOF to continue to provide its 
readers with excellent articles and a quality magazine. 

Sincerely, 
Robert K. Brown 

' 
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COVER: Mujahideen warriors stand atop Soviet T-54 tank lliiliiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiliill 
(second production model) on road to Gardez. Afghans knock· 
ed out more than 100 pieces of equipment in that particular 
battle and SOF's Galen Geer counted a dozen tanks and 30 

1!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!1 APCs while he was in that ambush area. 
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SUPER KNIFE SPECIAL 
Compare These Prices A"nywhere 

• canvas 
sheath 

I 

· • 20" overall 

: ~,~t:r.de 
• canvas sheath 

• 91h" overall 
• 5" edge 
• steel blade I 
• sawteethonback SURVIVAL 
• sheath KNIFE ... •. ~~~~·~~e .... ....... ... ... . 

Please send me_ knile(s) at the Limited Time Offer of 
$5.95 each or $5.00 each in quantities of 3 or more. Add 
$1.00 po.st.age for first knife and 50 cents for each addi· 
tional knife . Make checks or money orders payable to 
TIFFIN INTERNATIONAL. 

Knives Available (Enter number(s) desired) 
Quan. Quan. Quan. Quan. 

A _ __ E ___ G __ _ 

B _ __ O ___ F ___ H __ _ 

I __ _ 

N ame ---·------------

Address -------------
Ciq.· _____ State. _ _ __ Zip• _ __ _ 

___ _ VISA ____ MASTER CHARGE 

Exp. Date. ____ Card Number _ _ _ _ 

Signature ------------

Ma/I to: TIFFIN INTERNATIONAL, 
P.O. Box 881, Dept. SF9, Clanton, AL 35045. 

Dealer Inquires Invited 
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BULLETIN 
BOARD 
by Jim Graves 

Robert K. Brown (left) holds up his "Publi~her of the Year" award presented by 
STATIC LINE Editor Don Lassen on behalf of the Airborne world at the Airborne 
VIP meeting in Atlanta 26 April. Brown spoke to the Airborne group about un· 
orthodox voting procedures he observed in the Rhodesia elections. Persons 
interested in obtaining STATIC LINE, the Airborne newsletter, should write: 
STATIC LINE, Dept. SOF, Box 87518, College Park, GA 30337. A year's subscrip· 
lion costs $16. 

THE SUGGESTION 
BOX ... 

Jeff Cooper sent us the following 
suggestion: 

Consider the African Dung Beetle. 
This excellent insect is about the 

size of an ordinary lemon, cut in half 
l~ngthwise. Its abilities are im· 
pressive. 

1) It is virtually invulnerable to 
abuse. Its armor is of high-resistance 
natural plastic, and it can be run over 
by a truck without damage, if the 
ground is soft. 

2) It is a master of vertical take-off 
and landing. 

3) It can entrench itself in seconds 
by scooch ing straight down into the 
ground. 

4) It repairs and maintains itself 
without outside aid. 

5) It is not subje.ct to electrical nor 
hydraulic breakdown. 

6) Its energy intake is modest, and 
it reproduces itself with minimal labor 
cost . 

7) Its primary activity consists of 
rolling up balls of manure larger than 
itself in which it incubates its eggs. 

My suggestion is that we breed it 
for size. Suitably magnified , it would 
be the ideal mount for air cavalry, and 
if it were stabled in and around Wash· 
ington, D.C., it would instinctively 
take over the handling of government 
forms, thus freeing most of the fed
eral. bureaucracy to allow for more 
productive work. 

RUSSIANS MOVE 
CLOSER ... 

The Soviet Union has hastily con
structed an airstrip capable of han
dling troop-transport p lanes just 80 
miles north of Iran. 

The strip, located about 20 miles 
west of Baku, the capital o f Azerbai· 
jan, could be used by Russian AN-12 
troop planes. The build-up in the area 
includes hundreds of Soviet army 
trucks, communications equipment 
and tents. · 

While it could certainly be used to 
invade Iran, the sources who brought 
out the information said they doubted 
that was t he purpose. It is more likely 
the new strip is meant to increase the 

Continued on page 20 
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HOME WORKSHOP 
SILENCERS I 

SCOUTING ANO 
PATROWNG 

--
' . 

THE QUIET KILLERS II: 
SILENCER UPDATE 

by J. David Truby 
Explores the grim role of firearms 
silencers in society 1oday. The 
author investigates current inter
national trends ln silencer con
struction and use. both legal and 
illegal. Rare interviews and photos 
detail the silent assassination tech
niques recently practiced by spe
cial agents. mob hitmen. terrorists. 
and others. 5 V. x S'f>. 92 pp. $6.00 

SCOUTING AND PATROLLING 
by Lt. Cot. Rex Applegate 

By the famed Col. Rex Applegate. 
author of Kill or Get Killed. Origi
nally written for elite All ied com
mandoes during WWI I. Covers all 
the principles of ground recon
naissance. individual training. ter
rain appreciation. observation and 
patroll ing and more. Also includes 
complete train ing program for no
vice scouts and patrol members. 
Over 100 illus .. B'h x 11 , $15.95 

LIFE AFTER DOOMSDAY 
by Dr. Bruce Clayton 

Who will survive the nuclear war 
that many experts predict is com
ing? Life After Doomsday tells you 
how to survive such a rad ioactive 
nightmare. Inc ludes eye-opening 
information about shelters, food 
storage, home medical techniques, 
survival psychology, and shelter 
defense. 8 1hx1 1, hardcover. charts, 
drawings. photos, 215 pp. $19.95 

POLICE GUIDE TO 
BOMB SEARCH TECHNIQUES 

by Frank Moyer 
No law enforcement or security organization should 
be without this authoritat ive operational manual. 
Tells the law officer how to deal with everything from 
a telephoned bomb threat to a post-explosion inci
dent investigation. Covers: Room/ Building Search: 
Vehicle/ Aircraft Search: Bomb Scene Investigation: 
oo·s and Don't's For Suspected Bombs: and much 
more critical information for any potential target of a 
bombing. S'h x 11. 200 pp •. softcover, illus. 

$12.95 

The first complete set of working machinist's drawings showing step-by-step con
struction of three different silencers! All drawings are done to scale, and are of 
absolutely superb quality. Over 50 9 X 12 machinist's drawings are presented. This 
beautiful large format edition clearly details all construction and operation proce
dures for a smg silencer, a pistol silencer, and a simplified smg expedient silencer. 
Without doubt, these are the highest quality, most precise silencer designs available 
anywhere, at any price. WARNING: severe state and federal regulat ions outlaw the 
possession of silencers unless an appropriate license is obtained. Home Workshop 
Silencers I is fo r reference and historical purposes only. Be warned! 9 X 12, softcover, 
illus., 72 pp. $12.00 

RHODESIAN LEADER'S GUIDE 
The famed Selous Scouts re ly on this handbook in 
their day-to-day dealing with the most feared guer
rilla terrorists in the world. Previously restricted to 
Rhodesian military personnel. this practical Paladin 
reprint is a wealth of operational information. Packed 
with straightforward. concise instructions on field 
first aid. patrol and ambush planning, convoy anti
ambush drills. and much more. Technical sections 
cover radio equipment. aircraft 10 . navigational star
charts. and other life-saving field information. 41fix 6. 
softcover, illus .. 55 pp. · $6.00 

SLASH AND THRUST 
by John Sanchez 

Presents a complete, totally 
practical knife fighter's training 
program. The author tells novice 
knife fighters how to train to be
come an expert! Covers: choosing 
the martial knife; test cutting: car
rying methods: complete train ing 
program; guard and grip opposi
tion: slashing and thrusting: also 
using and throwing exotic edged 
weapons. 5 V. xS Y,, 72 pp. $6.00 

PICTORIAL HISTORY 
OF U.S. SNIPING 
by Peter Senich 

Examines the development of U.S. sniping weapons 
and tactics. from the Civil War to the present. Peter 
Senich. author of the highly regarded Limited War 
Sniping, follows the U.S. sniper from the Civil War 
battlefield at Chancellorsville to the jungles of 
Vietnam. where the advanced XM-21 compiled a 
notable kill record. Hundreds of rare photos detail 
the weapons and men that helped develop the 
sniping art as we know it today. Includes technical 
data for each weapon. SY, x 11 , illus .. 175 pp .. 519.95 

THE CRIMSON WEB OF TERROR 
by Robert Chapman 

Reveals the secret world of to
day's terrorists. Robert Chapman, 
a 27 year CIA veteran. draws heavi
ly from his first-hand experiences 
in this deadly field. He tells how 
terrorists operate. and why 80 per
cent of terrorist operations are 
very successful. A definitive and 
up-to-date study by a true authori
ty on counterterrorism. 51h x 81h, 
hardcover. 160 pp.. S12.95 

JU·JUTSU 
AND JUDO 

GET 
EVEN: 

JU-JUTSU AND JUDO 
by Percy Longhurst 

Classic reprint of f irst English lan
guage study of Judo/Ju-Jutsu (sic) 
based on the teachings of Mr. Bar
ton-Wright. A very concise. wel l 
ill ustrated introduction to this fas
cinating self-defense style. Pre
sents all the moves, holds, and 
throws you need to defend your
self in a crisis. 51h x 81.?, 64 pp .. scft
cover. $6.00 

GET EVEN: 
The Complete Book 

Of Dirty Tricks 
An hilarious overview of the meth
ods people use to get even with big 
business. government, and plain 
old enemies. More sophist icated 
and involved tricks are included, as 
devised b y C IA and Mafia 
members. and political d irty trick
sters. Presents over 80 separate 
topics. 5 V. x SY,. 1SO pp., 
hardcover. $9.95 

POLICE TACTICS IN 
ARMEO OPERATIONS 
by Colin Greenwood 

To give pollce and lawfully armed 
c1 t1zens a def1n1te tactical advan
tage in "firefight'' situations. Colin 
Greenwood has wntten th is life 
saving manual Loaded with no
nonsense. practical advice on 
weapons and equipment. firearms 
tra ining. tactics. and much more 
8 ' ~ x 11 . hardcover. tllus .. 320 pp 

S19.95 

SURVIVAL POACHING 
Tells the survival ist how to collect 
wild game under any circumstan
ces, using Indian secrets. Shows 
specific poaching methods for 
deer. elk. bear. moose. beaver. 
mink, muskrat. trout. salmon. 
grouse, pheasant . ducks. and 
dozens more. Includes detailed 
p lans for many traps. snares. dead
falls. etc. Truly a fascinating and 
useful select ion. 5'h x S'h. 250 pp .. 
hardcover. illus. $12.95 

NEW TITLES FROM r----------------THE ACTION LIBRARY: 
• Special Forces Handboclk . . . . $6.00 
• Silencers, Snipers & Assassins .$15.95 
• Ranger Handbook . . . . . . . • 6.00 
• Deal The First Deadly Blow . . . ..... . . .. . . $12.95 
• Do Or Die . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... . $8.95 

Not Av•ll•ble In CANADA 
• How To Kill, Vols. I, II, III & IV (Each Volume)S5.00 

The Set . . . . . . . . . . . . . $20.00 
• Shooting To Live .. . .... $5.95 
• The Complete Book Of Knife Fighting ....... . $10.95 
•Underwater Demolition Train.ing Manual $ 9.98 
• The Save Your Lile Defense Handbook . . . $5.95 
• 088 Sabotage .And Demolition Manual . . . $12.95 
• Principles of Personal Defense . ... . . .. ... . ... .. $4.00 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

OCTOBER/SO 

:s ~~::0~~8:10 [1:llg) 
Boulder,C0.80306 

Phone (303) 443·7250 
Please send me the following titles: 

Bend 11.00 
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CALIBER DESCRIPTION PRICE 
22 Aslra Consta ble 9.95 
22 Browning Belgium m ade 12. 95 
22 Browning U.S. made 14.95 
22 Serena lit s 8 rds & 10 rds specify . . 11.95 

22 Coll New or Old mod . spc 11 .95 
22 Hi Stand, Vict o r. C itation.Supcrmatic.Tro phy. I 3.95 
22 Hi SiandarHD. HA. D .A. HE. GE. GO 14.95 
22 Llama Fit. new mods.( 14 rd .!l. I J .95) Reg. Si1c 9.95 
22 Smit h & Wcs::.o n mod 41 (22 s1w mod 61 9.95 14.95 
22 Stac FN. FR. FRS. Walker PP & PPK S 11.95 
25 Army-Gak-si mod . 9. 8. 95, Uclc.!li late mode 14.95 
25 Bercna Jct F ire (mfr 19 .34- 1941) 7 rds. M 95 14.95 

25 Browning . . . . 14.95 

25 T i1an E27B. S terling JOO . . . . . . . 9.95 
25 Coll Jr. late mod.( 15 rd s. 16.95) Rcg.si1c . . 14.95 
J2 Bcrctta made 19 34 to .18, Bcrc11a mod . JOO . 14.95 
32 Browning pre war 7 or 8 rounds. Specify 14.95 

.12 Colt. Ccska. Bernardclli . Reminb'lon 14.95 
J2 Mauser A-G 7 rds 18.95 

.12 Savage I 0 rds . 18. 95 

.12 Waller 7.65 PPK (15 rd .!l. 16.50) Reg. Site 12.95 

.l2 Walt er PPK S ( 15 rds . 16. 50) Reg. Si1e ... 12.95 

W• 1tod m•nr mor1 elip1 not li111d in thi1 1d. 
JHO Aslra Constable (15 rds . 16. 50) Reg. Si1e 12.95 
.180 Ben:tta 19.14 10 19J8 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 14.95 
.180 Berella 70'.!l (1 5 rd ::.. 16.50) Reg. Si7e 14.95 

380 Back-up 9m m Kurt . Ast ra .1000 10.95 
JKO Llama fi1 all ncw(Nod. 15rds. 16.50)Reg.Sitc 10.95 

J80 Mab.mod . D. Mau ser MSc Orgies. Remington I K.95 
3'd0 Star Fl F1s1 Mod. ( 15 rd.!l. 14.501 Reg. Site 10.95 
J80 S ta r Fl Snd. Mod. (1 5 rd3. 16.00) Reg. Sile 10.95 

J80 Siar Supcr Model S M 10.95 

.UIO Wall er PP& PPK S ( 15 rd .!l . 16.501 Reg. Site ~ 12 . 95 

.ll'.10 W1.1!1 cr PPK ( 15 rds 16.50) Reg. Site 12.95 
9 rnm Browning H.P. (JO rds. J 4.95) . . . . . . . . . . . . 18.95 

9nvn Bcrcua M92 (."\O rds .. l4.95J 25 rds. 29.95 
9mm Smit h & Wesson Mod. J9(14 rd s. J7.95) Reg. 1 2.'~5 

9mm Smith & Wesson Mlld .59(J0 rds . .l4.95)Rcg.St IK95 

9mm Star Mode l A. Star Mod.B. Sia r Bs. Reg.Site 14.95 
9mm S tarlight BKM&BKS(l4rd.!l. 17.95)Rcg.Site 14.95 
9mm Wallcr PJK & PJMK ( 14 rd'.'> . 17.95) Reg. Sitc 14.95 

9mm Radom P.1 5 (1 4 rds. 17.95) Reg. Site 14.95 
9mm Mause r Pa rabcllum (10 rd :<1 . \4.95) Reg. Sitc l.l.95 

JO fokarc\ Mau:.c r 7.6J and 7.65 . . . 17.95 
JX Colt R imb.!l smokcles::. 7 o r 8 Rou nd )I 14.95 
45 Coll fit :. all mod. 25 rd .!l . 26.95 20 rd '.'> . IK.95 
45 Uet o ni D ( 15 rd.!l . IX.95) R Eg. Site 12.95 
45 I. lama fit s a l new mod . (25 rd .!l . 26 .95) Reg. Site 12.95 
45 Siar Mod. P.S. (25 rd .!l . 26.95) Reg. Si1e 12.95 
45 S ta r Mod. P.O. ( 15 rds. 17.95) R eg. Sil l' J 2.95 
45 Browning U A ....... , . , . , , 14.95 

SURVIVAL RIFLE CLIPS 

22 AR-7 Explorer (15 rd:.) . .. .. .. .. . . . .. .. .. 19.95 

22 Ma.nin Modcb 995. 989 M2 ( 15 rd::.) 14.95 
22 Glcnfild Model 70 ( 15 rd::.) 14.95 
22 Ha rri ngton & Richardson (15 rd:. . Magnum 22.95 

SPORTING RIFLE CLIPS 
22.l Ruger min i 14 (20 rd .!l ) l4.Y5 

22J Ruger M ini 14 (JO rds) . . . . 16.95 

JOJ Briti.!l h Lee En tie ld ( 10 rd:. ) 16.95 
JOK Wim:h C)l tcr 8X or 100 (8 rd)I) 22. 95 
JOK Remington 740. 742. 760 (K nbJ 22.95 

24J Remingtun 740. 742. 760 (K rd'.'> ) 22 .95 
JO 00 Rem111gtt1n 740. 74 2. 760 (JO rd:. . 25.95) I 2 rd .!l. 2K95 

TO MAKE VOUR ORDER 
Please print or type clearly. Compute your own tax on your 
1><1ie1. Include mailing charges. 2 days in-plant with Money 
Order. 3 weeks for cneck to clear Bank. 

" ASK FOR OUR EXTENSIVE CLI P LINE " 
For answers to your questions. send self .addressed 
stamped envelope. for UP-OATEO production price 
list , inc lude 2 Buck s to cover our ex penses . Will ig · 
no re inquiries wi thout cover cost. For foreign mai l, 
price is $3 . 75 . 

D & E MAGAZINES MFG. 
P.O. Box 4579 ·e· 

Downey, California 90241 
Pric• Li•t for 1980 

A II.RI n111a IH1 11RDTIT'IWl1 

REMEMBER THE ALAMO 
AND THE SCHW ARES 

Sirs: 
First, I want to compliment Mike Wil

liams for his outstanding article, "Re
member the Alamo!" (SOF, July '80). It 
was a brilliant piece of work. But, Mike, 
don't sell those Mexicans short. After all, 
they do have a certain grasp of American 
politics: "Jou tell that Carter he ain't got 
no votes from us ." I think that certainly 
says they have more common sense than 
some Anglos I know. After getting the 
shaft ever since the Vietnam War, with af
firmative action I became a minority -
very interesting if you have a twisted mind 
by nature, and a slight gift for mimicry. 

Second, in the same issue, I really have 
to castigate Managing Editor Bob Poos 
for failing to get an interview with a "real 
mercenary recruiter" like Mr. Rudolph 
Schware. I mean, some of us younger 
readers would really be interested in find 
ing out about how he recru ited 
mercenaries in the "good old days." In 
reference to Rudolph Schware, the 
Supreme Court acted correctly. There is 
no requirement for a lawyer to have 
"good moral character." In fact, I feel 
that any lawyer with "good moral 
character" is in big trouble in that profes
sion. 

Finally, for the attention of Tony Bl iss, 
Jr.: I think he was given a truthfu l answer 
by Dr. Robert Schware when asked, 
"What does a social-economic consultant 
do?" I feel that Mr. Schware told him the 
truth when he said, "All that is 
irrelevant." Think about it, gang. 

Ray Lopez 
Morrisville, Pennsylvania 

COPY DROP 
CAUGHT 

Sirs: 
Thank you for printing my letter re

garding the U.S. service pistol program in 
your June 1980 "Cuss and Discuss" col
umn. Unfortunately, only one paragraph 
of my letter was printed at the bottom of a 
letter labeled "Chuck Taylor Responds" 
with my name after it (p. 76) . Obviously a 
mistake has occurred in editing or page ar
rangement. 

Sincerely, 
Scott McClelland 
San Jose, California 

FLAK 
Thanks for catching the fact that the 

conclusion of Chuck Taylor's letter and 
the beginning of yours were omitted on p. 
76 of Cuss & Discuss. To summarize the 
omitted material, Taylor's final para
graphs urged the U.S. Army to buy Colt's 
new MK IVs with high-visibility fixed 
sights and have military armorers do trig
ger jobs on those guns needing them 
rather than consider the 9mmP . 

Your letter asked four questions of 
Eglin AFB engineers Robbins and Davis: 

1. Has either of them shot anyone or 
observed a shooting with these 9mm 
rounds? 

2. What attempt was made to factor in 
actual combat experience with these 
rounds? 

3. What attempt was made to take ad
vantage of experience of people like Jeff 
Cooper? 

4. Were they ordered to select the 9mm 
or was the .45 given an equal chance? 

You further stated that you (1) believed 
the 9mm was preordained as the winner 
regardless of performance. The rest of 
your letter was printed. - The Eds. 

M ARINE REMEMBERS 
KHE SANH ... 

Sirs: 
I wish all this country's young men, 

who want to run and hide now, could read 
the story on Khe Sanh. I am a survivor of 
the !st Battalion , 9th Marines. For 12 
years now I have been trying to forget Khe 
Sanh and Vietnam. I feel bitterness and 
confusion about that whole mess . 

Things happened so fast in those days. I 
remember running out of am munition , 
the never-ending mortar fire and quiet 
just before they attacked our position. 
They overran us, but it cost them dearly. 

I think we underestimated them. I know 
I did. In the end , they found out the 9th 
Marines died hard. Even if it was for 
nothing. 

I wish someone would make a movie 
about Khe Sanh and the 9th Marines. It 
would show people how it really was in 
Vietnam . 

Thank you for your article ("Khe Sanh: 
No Dien Bi~n Phu," SOF, May ' 80) . It 
gave me a little bit of pride . 

Stephen J. Digor 
Denver, Colorado 

Continued on page 77 
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The Battle o/The B.ulgewmmemorative Commando Knife with 
llJ.kamt gald-011-brass hilt and luxurious blue l'elvet-co~-ered 
"isplay case. Shown approximate/1• two-thirds actual size. 

To the American Com1J1J1nder of the 
encircled !own ol Baslogne: 

22Dec 1944 

The fortune ol war is chunging. U.S .. .\. troops in and near 
Basrogne have been encircled by strong German annored 
units .. There is but one possible way to save the encircled 
U.S.A. !roops from !Ola! annihilation; !ha! i$ •• S111Tender •.• 
11 ... rejected, one German Artillery Corps and six huge 
anti-aircraft bunalions are ready 10 annihilate !he U.S.A. 
troops in and near Bastogne. •• 

!Signed) The Gennan Commander 

To the German Commander: 22Dec1944 

NUTS! 

I Signed) The American Conlnlander 

Note: The German Comll1llndcr did nOI tmdersland ~ • .ze meaning 
of zc ... Americano Commander's ••• reply. .. 'NOOTS!'" So, an 
American P.OlV. explained, "Sir, this is an American slang word 
rhar, in effect, rells you to 'GO TO HELL!' .. 

I t was December. 1944. fur the first time since the 
Revolution, Ame1ican troops were forced to fight 
for survival in a winter campaign, against a for

eign enemy. Unrelenting rain, sleet, snow, fog, ice, 
mud. floods and sub-zero ~-eather had bogged down 
American and Allied forces and prevented vital air 
support and surveillance. 

lo a tremendous surprise attack ordered by Hitler, 
von Rundstedt's 17 divisions with eight additional divi
sions in reser"-e drove a SO-mile-wide wedge (or 
"bulge") between the Allied forces in the north and 
the south in the Ardennes region of Belgium and 
Luxurnbourg. The unsuspecting American forces 
were greatly outmanned and outgunned. Over 8,000 
Americans were forced to surrender-more than in 
any other episode of any other war except Bataan. 
Bastogne was surrounded-and it looked like more 
Americans would be taken prisoner soon. All men 
joined the firing line-including clerks, cooks, truck 
drivers. repairmen and police. 

By splitting the Allied forces, Hitler hoped to be 
able to force a separate peace on the Americans and 
the British. But theAmerican,British and Allied forces 
courageously fought back. Before it was over. more 
than a million men fought on both sides. Hitler lost 
his last desperate gamble on the Western Front. and 
with it 82,000 in dead, wounded and captured, more 
than 800 tanks and over one thousand planes. Ameri
can casualties totalled 77,000 of which 19,000 were 
killed and 21,000 were captured or missing. At least 
700 tanks and nearly 600 aircraft were lost 
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But now there could be no stopping the Allied 
push to the Rhineland. 

Knife Honors Battle 
Now, in the 35th anniversary year of World War 

II victory, The American Historical Foundation and 
Wilkinson Sword Limited honor The Battle of The 
Bulge with the issuance of the same famous World 
War II CommandoKnifecarried by many of the heroic 
American. British and other Allied combat men in 
that bleak winter of 1944-1945 in the Ardennes. 

This is the first time in over 35 years that the maker 
of the original. now famous, World War II Fairbairn
Sykes Fighting Knife has made this long-hilted. che
quered grip classic. This is not simply a reproduction 
but a skillfully made-largely by hand - genuine F-S 
Fighting Knife. re-issued in a limited edition by the 
original maker, with rich museum-quality embellish
ments and finish. Experts agree that this spectac4lar 
version of this famous Commando Knife will be great
ly sought after by collectors. It rakes its rightful place 
in the succession of historic edged weapons made in 
the Sword Works in London, England of the 208-year
old Wilkinson Sword Limited. 

l t is the most spectacular object ever issued to 
honor The Battle of The Bulge and will serve as a 
proud legacy of one of the greatest moments in Amer
ican history. which can be passed along to future 
generations of your family to serve as a reminder to 
them of your interest in military history, and quite 
possibly of your participation. or the participation of 
one of your relatives. in this strategically vital battle 
of World War IT. 

limited, Individually Numbered Edition 
Only 2500 will be made worldwide for collectors, 

military historians. museums, and soldiers, sailors, 
airmen and marines of World War II and their families. 
Each knife will be individually numbered on the cross
guard and registered with The American Historical 
Fbundation. 

If you are one of the few who successfully reserves 
this tribute. you will receive: 

• Genuine limited edition Wilkinson Sword Fair
bairn-Sykes Fighting Knife, numbered and registered. 
Top nut, chequered grip and crossguard richly plated 
with 18 karat gold. Blade is forged, hardened and 
tempered battle-IMlrlhy sword steel, brightly blued 
and elaborately deep gold etched with presentation 
inscription and foliate panoply. Wanime Wilkinson 
Sword trademark-selected from the historic Wilkin
son Sword pattern library in London especially for 
this series. for the first time since the war-etched on 
the shoulder of the blade reverse. 

• Luxurious 15" rich blue velvet covered display 

case, with brass closure clasps and hinges. Fully fitted 
and lined with blue velvet. white piping and white silk 
inner lid . gold tooled with commemorative inscription. 

•Numbered Certificate of Authenticity. 
• Reprint o! the German commander"s complete 

ultimatum and General McAuliffe·s historic reply. 
• Copy of General Patton's 680-word ·'Miraculous 

Talk With God" requesting good weather and divine 
guidance to prevent an Allied holocaust. (': .. in ex
change for four days of fighting weather. l will deli\-er 
You enough Krauts to keep Your bookkeepers months 
behind in their IMlrk:') 

• The opportunity, without obligation. to add to 
your collection subsequent limited edition knife issues 
in this World War II Victory Collection series. with 
matching registry numbers. These knives, with dif
ferent spectacular finishes and materials, will honor 
other major World War Il Allied victories. 

• Membership in The American Historical Foun
dation. As a member, you will receive at no expense. 
hard to obtain expert information concerning the his
tory. care, display and collecting of knives. swords and 
militeria. 

How To Reserve 
This is available exclusively through The Ameri

can Historical fuundation. You may write, call, per
sonally visit or use the reserv-<1tion form below. Reser
vations will be honored on a first-come, first-served 
basis. Prompt action in ordering will result in assuring 
the lowest registry number. Requests for special regis
try numbers will be honored, if possible. 

This original issue price is subject to advance 
without notice. Prompt action is suggested to amid 
the inevitability of higher prices and the completion 
oh he registration roster for this strictly limited edition. 

r----------------------------------------
1 RESERVATION 

Satisfael'ion Guaranteed or Return in JO Days for Full Refund 
To: The American Historical Foundation 

1316 West Main Street, Dep1. SOF-3 
Richmond, Virginia 23220 
Telephone (804) 353-18U 
24-hour toll free reservations 1800) 558-8133 

D I enclose $295 as paymenl in full for Th..8.>mlcVl' i'l~ 
Bulge Co mmemo ralive Commando Knife, with velvet
lined presematio n case. Cenificateof Amhenticity, 
surrender communique reprint. General Pm1on's "Mir
aculo us Talk With God'' and Foundation membership. 

D I enclose my deposit of 545. Please invoice me prior to 
delivery for the balance. 

Name: 

Address: 

For Visa.Master Charge or American Express. please send account 
number. expi ration date and signature. Virginia residents add tax. 
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ON THE MARK 
Once in a great while, along comes 
a new concept in guns. Some are 
novel, but don't quite make it. 
Yet in spite of a ll obstacles, the 
truly great ones find their place. 
And as ti me goes by, even the 
most doubtful among us gain an 
appreciation for them. And yes, 
even endorse them in the ultimate 
way-by owning one. So it is 
with the CA Mark 45 cal. and 
the 9mm semi-automatic carbines. 
Some have been shocked by 
their appearance, which is not 
merely cosmetic, but a result of 
highly practical design which, 
incidentally, added a great deal 
to their look of authority . 
This proved to be a big plus since 
they were originally designed as 
a deterrent weapon for law 
enforcement. They were never 
intended to be pretty, they were 
built to be tough-and to keep 
the cost reasonable. Their 
performance has proven to be so 
amazing, they have emerged as 
one of the most popular deterrent 
weapons for farmers, remote area 
dwellers, hunters, collectors, and 
anyone who has a need for this 
kind of protection . 

If you need more details on the 
Mark 45 or 9mm, see your dealer or 
write for Brochure # 080. 

-.-A1114i 
45 CAL. SEMl-AUTOMAilC CARBINE 

-.-Alll f 
9 MM SEMl·AUTOMATIC CARBINE 

1 l lustrated with vertical 
front grip 
Horizontal or vertical 
front grip models, 

s1es00 

Legal for private 
ownership. 

CA1NC. 
Distributed by C.A. Inc., 
P.O. Box 10214 
Knoxville, TN 37919 
615-523-3393 
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FULL AUTO 
by Bill Farmer 

Belgian FN MAG machine gun stripped down. 

TO many of us, the letters FN stand out 
as symbols o f distinction and quality 

in military arms . FN made a name for 
itself before and after World War II 
manufacturing Browning rifles and heavy 
caliber machine guns in air-cooled and 
water-cooled versions. These weapons 
were sold aroun<l the globe, to Argentina, 
Greece, Thailand and several other coun
tries as well. 

Then came the real breakthrough with 
the development o f the FN MAG, a mas
terpiece of technology and 20th-century 
engineering that will be difficult to im
prove upon . The MAG has an adjustable 
rate of fire capable of attaining 1,000 
rounds per minute, but by making an ad
justment of the gas regulator, a lower rate 
of fire can be accomplished, which in turn 
will give one some of the characteristics of 
the BAR (Browning automatic rifle), in
cluding more economy in round expen
diture, controllability and accuracy. 

Closer study of the weapon will reveal 
its incorporation of an operating system 
similar to the BAR and the belt-feeding 
system of the German MG-34 and MG-42. 
Instead of locking on top of the receiver 
as does the BAR, the bolt in the MAG 
locks from the bottom. The quick-change 
barrel has a chrome-plated and stellite
lined bore and chamber. It may be noted 
that the early model had a finn ed barrel 
reminiscent of the 1928 Thompson SMG , 
which was phased out in favor of the pre
sent smooth-barrel model. 

The FN MAG is a general-purpose ma
chine gun that can be used either with a 
bipod as a light machine gun o r wi th a 
tripod as a heavy machine gun. In either 
mode , one important feature is use of 
either a nondisintegrating push-out-type 
belt-link of the MG-34 and / o r the MG-42 
type or of U .S. M-13 disintegrating links. 
Another outstanding feature is the quick
change barrel , which may be cha nged by 
first pressing the barrel lock in the le ft 
front of the receiver, then bringing the 
barrel handle to the left so that it is above 
the receiver and can be pulled out. 

The FN MAG utilizes the 7 .62 NA TO 
in most cases, but any rifle cartridge with 
the base size o f the 7.92 Mauser family 
may be used by changing the barrel to the 
desired caliber. 

All you tankers will be happy to know 
that it is a simple matter to convert this 
weapon for armored use. Just remove the 
butt stock and install the butt plate, then 
remove the bipod and it's ready for in
stallation. At present the U .S. is testing 
some 2,000 FN MAGs for possible im
plementation. As of now there are more 
than 22 countries armed or being armed 
with the FN MAG. Tha t should tell us 
something! 

One final thought: even though this is 
one of the best on the market and prob
ably won't fail, you must remember who 
is using it - since the human factor may 

fail. ~ 
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Customize your own gun with the 
famous M-S Safari Arms components 

At M-S Safari Arms, we are constantly developing cus
tom components for the average shooter/sportsman as well 
as the true professional. We developed the .45 caliber auto
matic Enforcer®and MatchMaster®pistols and now, those same 
custom features are individually available for your. own hand
gun. These parts are designed and priced so that you can 

Now available for the Browning Automatic Pistol 

._ Ambidextrous 
Combat Safety Set. 
Allows full function 
of safety for left handed 
shooters or right handed 
shooters in case of 
injury. $34.95 • 

-4 Extended Combat Slide 
Release- Now the same tech
nology as applied to the 
Enforcer parts provides for one 
hand control during reloading 
of the Browning High Power. 

$19.50 

-4 Extended Combat Safety. 
Full control of the Browning 
High Power Safety without 
shifting the shooting grips. 

$19.95 

-4 Ambidextrous Combat Safety 
Set. Full position control right 
or left handed. Get the most 
from your Browning. A must for 
combat shooters, police offi
cers, and a l l. left handers. 

$39.95 

-4 Beavertail Grip Safety. 
Provides better contro l of the 
weapon by spreading recoil over 
a larger area of the shooter's 
hand, reduces apparent recoil 
and eliminates hammer-pinch. 
Requires minimal frame con
touring for perfect fit. $15.00 

T Ambidextrous Combat 
Slide Release Set- Now 
full control of the .45 
automatic with the left 
hand. $29.50 

24 HOUR TOLL FREE ORDER DESK 

• . 

Master Charge 
Visa 

C.0.D. Only 

Call 
Operator 75B 

VISA 

customize your Browning, S&W, or Colt automatic easily and 
inexpensively with the same professional fea tures that were 
once only attainable through custom gun mechanics. 

All components are supplied in satin finished stainless 
steel or high luster blue ready for yourEn-.--
local gunsmith's installation. ® 1.-'0rcer 

I> Ambidextrous Safety 4' 
Set for S&W Models 39 & 
59_ A must for the serious 
combat shooter, police 
officer and left handed 
shooter. $39.95 

-4 The Enforcer (3.8" barrel, E-102) 
or The MatchMaster (5" barrel, 
E-103). Deadly accurate, .45 caliber 
combat pistols. Loaded with custom 
features. Available in Teflon, 
Armaloy, or stain less steel finishes. 
Send $1.00 for fully illustrated 
catalog and ordering information. 

• Combat Magazine Base Pad. 
Available for all Colt, S&W model 39, 
S&W model 59, Browning High Power 
automatics. With this component, you 
don't have to worry about noise or 
damage to magazine when ejecting the 
magazine - even from a standing 
position - during match shoot ing 
or in combat. $1.95 

T Extended Combat Slide Release. Computer calculated 
angle and curvature of releases allows reliabil ity of 

hand control from shooting grip 
leaving left hand free to hand le fresh 

agazine insert ion . $17.50 

-4 Extended Combat 
Safety_ Match proven 
design assures posit ive 
control of safety without 
having to shift or reposition 
grip. $16.95 ,.--------------Mail To: M-S Safari Arms I P.O. Box 23370 • Phoenix, AZ 85063 Make: 

Please enter my order for: Quantity: Quantit:~lc~li~~ng 

I O Extended Combat Slide Release Stai nl ess Bl ue (c) Colt Total: 
@ Browning: $19.50 Colt : $17.50 ________ $ __ 

I D Extended Combat Safety 
@ Browning: $19.95 Colt: $16.95 ______ $ __ 

D Ambidextrous Combat Safety Set 

National . . . . . . . • ..... California only ..... • .. . . All-8as
00
ka_

8
&
24

H_
7
a
9
w

1
a
9
ii I ~l~ro$~~i.i~= $

39
:
9
.
5

. -~&~'. .$3
_
9

_-
95

_ ..... . .. . . ______ $ __ 
1-800-824-7888 1-800-852-7777 D Ambidextrous Combat Slide Rel ease Set 

' @ Colt : $29.50 . . .......................• ______ $--

' 

D Beavertail Grip Safety@ $15.00 . . ... . ... . . . ______ $ __ 
D Information on The Enforcer / 

The MatchMaster & other M-S products @ $1.00 __ _ ___ $--

1 D Combat Magazine Base Pads 
D Browning D S&W 39 D S&W 59 

SA FAR I 
1

1 D ~a;t~h';. b.9V~SA·C;r·d· . . . . . . . . . . . . Shipp ing & ftandling: 1.0Q 
Date Card Exp. __ D My Check D My Money Order is enclosed . . . TOTAL:$--...... ARMS I Name _ _____ _ _ 

Address _ _ _ _ ______ _______ _ ______ _ 

I City ______ _______ State _____ _ Zip ___ _ M-S Safari Arms • P.O. Box 23370 • Phoenix, AZ 85063 • (602) 269-7283 
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ELECT ION YEAR 
SHIRTS AND STICKERS 

sure to be collector's items 

Ciliil 
lliil~iW 

~911 
Can't Forget Ted ? 

Print is red and blue on white 
bumper sticker and T-shirt. 

Specify eather b ·lue or red 
sieve and col lar trim on shirts . 

T-shirts $1.00p.p. 
Bumper sticker $2.00 

ALL ORDERS SHIPPED AIRMAIL 

A.D.G. BOX 46 0 
BUDA, TEXAS 78610 
quantity discounts available 

SURVIVALIST 
WEAPONS 

FEATURES: 
" Ammunition 
''' Assault Rifles 
•:•Survival Rifl~s 
''' Handguns 
•:• Shotguns 
" Rimfires 
" Special Use 

Weapons 
* Maintenance & 

Modification 

''' Knives 
" Reloading Rifle 

& Pistol Ammo 
'' Complete Manual 

of Loading Tables 
'' Bullet Casting 
''' Bullet Swaging 
'' Sample Armories 

for Every Budget! 
" AND MUCH MORE! 

YOU CAN SURVIVE! 
$10.95 plus $1..75 postage & handling 

ORDER TODAY. 

Send money order or cashier's check to 

MILES STAIR 
PO BOX 1365 MEDFORD, OR 97501 
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M ICHAELS Of Oregon - Uncle 
Mike's - markets several slings 

useful to both the outdoorsman and the 
soldier, and therefore of particular in
terest to many readers here. I recently 
tried two of their new webbed models and 
their classic, leather, military-style sling, 
the latter on my blued Mini-14. Of two
piece construction, its good-quality 
leather, brass-plated D-ring and frogs give 
it the classic look. If one has never tried a 
two-piece military sling before, the useful 
instruction sheet gives diagrams for 
threading and adjustment as well as full 
instructions. 

Because of its almost infinite adjusta
bility, this type of sling can be easily 
loosened for handy carrying, tightened 
for support while shooting or tightened all 
the way if the rifle is to be stored in a 
display rack or a conventional, upright 
wall-storage rack. 

The nylon web slings, in black or 
brown, the Ultra-model with a Cobra
style widening at the shoulder and the 
utility style - just a straight strap - are 
immensely practical. A long version is 
planned for those who opt for the extra 
length. Lightweight and tougher than 
leather, they are built of the same rugged 
materials used in most backpacking 
equipment. 

Both web slings have blue-steel hard
ware and are instantly convertible from 
carrying position to hasty sling. Compact, 
inexJ;Jensive and durable, they are made 
for standard one-inch sling swivels, while 
the leather military sling is made for I- or 
I ~ -inch swivels, as the user desires. 

Couple either of these with Michael's 
QD (Quick, Detachable) sling swivels and 
one has an efficient package in the field or 
on the range. The military sling for a 
plain, one-inch swivel retails at $8.75. The 
Utility webbed strap goes for a surprising
ly low $2.95, and the widened Ultra-Web 
model for only $7.95. Michaels prefers to 
sell through its dealers, but if one needs 
help finding a local dealer, write Michaels 
Of Oregon, Dept. SOF, P .O. Box 13010, 
Portland, OR 97213. 

I've tried the slings and like them -
even the leather military model, and I'm 
inclined to be critical of leather unless it is 
just right - this one is . 

I 've spoken here and elsewhere before 
about the excellent little Barami Hip 

Grip, but it deserves further mention. Po
lice officers and civilians alike are still fall
ing all over themselves to get snub-nosed 
.38 Special revolvers for hideout carry. 
There is certainly nothing wrong with a 
Chief's, a Dick Special or a Charter 
Undercover, although a Government 
Colt, Detonics or Lightweight Comman
der .45 is probably better. 

Colt Detective Special with bobtail 
hammer and nickel finish is fitted 
with Barami Hip Grip. 

Many of the same people who go for 
the small, snubby revolvers seemingly go 
out of their way to find a bulky holster to 
carry the gun - the resultant package be
ing less concealable than a .45. If one is an 
outdoorsman, obviously a holstered gun 
like the Smith & Wesson Model 60 stain
less makes a superlative kit gun, with its 
shot cartridges, etc. But if one wants to 
carry a two-inch .38 because it is small, 
then he should take advantage of its size. 

Continued on page 64 
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I Special Report I 

WORLD AT WAR! 
Will the next 4 years bring 
a MAJOR depression . . 
... and \Nar . .. to America? 
by Roy S. Wathne 
Freelance Reporter ''A MAJOR DEPRESSION, CIVIL ./ 
.i"1 turmoil, a dictatorship and gun 

confiscation may be ahead for America,'' ./ 
now warns International Consultant and 
Survival Expert Hans J. Schneider. Far ./ 
fetched? NOT AT ALL! 

investments with a 30-1003 yearly 
increase 
Jobs least vulnerabl~ to unemploy
ment 

Hans spent his childhood in the Third 
Reich .. . his boyhood in the rubble of 
communist-occupied East Germany. His 
father, a former industrialist, lost $ 10 
million overnight and was imprisoned. 
This was a time when thousands of a 
disarmed populace were ruthlessly mur
dered. Hans and his family had to search 
the forests for food in order to ·survive. 

BAD TIMES AHEAD 
Don't ignore his warning. Hans J. 

Schneider is internationally respected 
for his rather accurate political and eco
nomic forecasts. 

./ 

./ 

./ 

./ 

Wilderness survival . .. Yach ting for 
survival! 
Survival hunting, unusual remedies, 
first aid 
Independent energy sources 
Becoming self-sufficient 
Barter items 
... and much, MUCH more . 

Mr. Schneider is not a theorist, but 
actually "practices what he preaches," 
as one newspaper reporter put it. Hans, 
his lovely wife, and their five children 
live in unspoiled wilderness next to a 
spring-fed stream, teeming with trout. 
They produce most of their own food 
and enjoy a woll<lerful family life. Is this 
your dream? His book shows how you 
can do it too! 

WHAT OTHERS ARE SAYING 
* " ... sincere and engaging ... "-Art 

Seidenbaum of Los Angeles Times 

After twenty years of research, he 
has reached this conclusion: "America 
will go through a major depression 
within the next four years." He foresees * 
big cities as centers of bloodshed, food 
shortages, and massive unemployment. 

"It is the best book I have read on the sub
ject. "-Dr. Marjorie Fry, Editor, Castle 
Rock, CO. 

* "Book is excellent. Number of my people 
want copies. "-Pastor G. A., Amarillo,_TX. 

· People unable to cope with these condi
tions, will demand a dictatorial govern
ment to restore order, just like they did 
in his own homeland, Germany. The re
sult? A MAJOR WORLD WAR. 

* "Your book is most ·appropriate for these 
days. Runaway inflation and civil disorder 
is just around the curve."-Dr. John R. 
Andrews, M.D., Ellijay, GA. 

Hans Schneider adds: "Even if all * 
these events don't happen, any one of 
them could spell disaster to unprepared 
Americans, physically and financially." 

"Sympathy and concern for an American 
populace headed tow_ard what he feels is 
another period of 'hard times' ·prompted 
Hans J. Schneider to write TIMELY ... " 
- The Mail Tribune, Medford, OR. 

"TIMELY HELP" 
Mr. Schneider has written a book 

which l believe every concerned Amer
,ican should read. TIMELY AND PROF
ITABLE HELP FOR TROUBLED 
AMERICANS reveals his proven plan 
for your freedom and survival during 
economic and social turmoil. 

There is hope and help! Mr. Schneider 
is NOT a prophet of doom. In his book, 
Hans has outlined what he h as done ... 
and what you can do to prepare for
even profit from - these times. 288 pages 
cover: 
./ Finding the right place to live in the 

turbulent times ahead 
./ How to educate your children at 

home! legally! 
./ What essential provisions to store 
./ Simple inflation / depression-proof 
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* "More pe~ple should read it."- S. S., 
Atlanta, GA. 

* "His book is exceptional not only because 
it is timely and practical, but because it is 
based on actual personal experience- it is 
.not a lot of idealistic theorizing or useless 
Philosophy."-R. A. Johnson, Survival Ed
itor for Inflation Survival Letter. 
You can order TIMELY AND PROF

ITABLE HELP FOR TROUBLED 
AMERICANS for just $9.95 postpaid
certainly one of the best investments 
you will ever make. And his advice can 
profit you no matter where you live or 
what the economic condition may be! 

TWO OTHER UNIQUE BOOKS 
Mr. Schneider is also the author of 2 

other excellent books. His latest, FLY -
ING TO BE FREE (256 pages), is his 
personal never-before-told story of his 

Hans J. Schneider believes we are headed 
for a disastrous social and economic period . 
But he has practical advice to help you profit
ably survive this time. 
boyhood passion for flying in his com
munist-occupied homeland, the years 
he spent on dangerous aviation missions 
through war-torn Europe and the near
fatal accounts of his travels in almost 
100 countries. It is beautifully illus
trated with over ll 0 photos/drawings 
and a full-color cover. 

MASTERS OF LEGALIZED CON
FUSION AND THEIR PUPPETS (55,-
000 copies in print!) is an undisputed 
eye-opener written without compromise. 
These volumes will make wonderful ad
ditions to your library. 

Now ALL THREE books can be ob
tained for a special 253-off price of 
only $15.95 ($5.40 off the regular 
price). 

HOW TO ORDER 
To order, simply clip the coupon be

low and send with your check or money 
order to the Publisher. Or, charge it to 
your Master Charge or VISA credit 
card. Books can even be sent direct to 
your friends "with your compli:ments" 
if you so desire. Prompt shipment is 
guaranteed. 

A TIME OF CRISIS 
If you feel like I do that conditions 

will get worse ... that America is head
ed for a time of crisis, why not order 
these books now before it is too late? 
Write today. The small cost is certainly 
worth the peace of mind. 
_Special Discount Offer Coupon -

I WORLD WIDE PUBLISHING CORP. I 
P.O. Box 105, SF-36 

I 
Ashland, Oregon 97520 U.S.A. I 
0 YES! I want to be prepared. I enclose 

I $ . Please rush me postpaid : I 
___ T imely and Profitable Hel p for 

I T rou b led Americans @ $9.95 $ --; 
---YES! I want ALL THREE books ( 

by Hans J. Schnelder for only 

I $15.95 ($5.40 off)! I 
Print 

I Name I 
Address-------------

1 City I 
I State Zip I 

I 
CHARGE IT: D VISA Exp Date __ /__ I 
D Master Charge Bank Number ___ _ 

L ~ed~ i:r~#- ___________ J 
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STEELE 
ON 

KNIVES 
by David Steele 

Special-order boot knives made by 
Randall (Dept. SOF, Box 1988, 
Orlando, FL 32802). Both are 
made from 440C stainless steel 
with micarta handles and brass 
guards. Top one has sawteeth for 
survival purposes. 

Send letters meant for this column to 
author at Soldier of Fortune, Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. If you desire a per
sonal quick reply, send a self-addressed 
stamped envelope. Because of the sen
sitive nature of the subject matter, initials, 
rather than names of writers, will be used 
in print, unless requested otherwise. 

Q In your opinion, what are my best 
•choices for a legal folder? By 

"legal" I mean with a blade less than 
three inches long and of pocket design. 
My main concerns are: sufficient blade 
and joint strength, available grip and ease 
of opening and closing. 

As a member of the U.S. Army I would 
also like your opinion on a battle knife. 
Again I ask your advice as to manufac
turers and models. 

S.F., Ft. 
Walton Beach, FL 

A A 3-inch blade is a severe limitation 
•in a def ensive knife since lethality 

is limited to targets on the neck and 
general bleeding. Four inches of steel is 
usually necessary to reach the heart. In 
general, the small lockblade folders made 
by Buck, Gerber and Al Mar should suit 
your purpose, with good action, strength 
and blades less than three inches. 

For a battle knife, I would recommend 
a custom-made clip-point knife with 6- to 
8-inch blade of 440C or I 54CM steel, with 
double guard and linen or canvas micarta 
handle. This style of knife is made by Bo 
Randall (Dept. SOF, Box 1988, Orlando, 
FL 32802), Bill A.moureux (Dept. SOF, 
23JJ Barr.ow St., Anchorage, AL 99503), 
Mark Lahrman (Dept. SOF, 341 S. Vine, 
Indianapolis, IN 46241) and a number of 
other makers. 

Q . I need the address of Kojiro Oda. 
•ls he still with Loveless? 

What is your opinion of Jeet Kune Do, 
as taught by Bruce Lee and Don lnosan
to? 

A lot of people in our department (Rail
road Police) are buying the Buck 4-inch 
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folding hunter, thinning out the blade on 
a grinder, rounding the corners to lessen 
pocket wear and polishing the action to 
make a pocket fighter. Any comments? 

D.M.E., 
Hueytown, Alabama 

A Kojiro (Kuzan) Oda is on his own 
•now, making fine custom knives. 

His address is: Dept. SOF, Box 9543, Col
orado Springs, CO 80932. 

JKD is one of the most practical of 
empty-hand systems. Danny Inosanto, a 
personal friend and student of Bruce Lee, 
is one of the few "authorized" teachers of 
this system. He has a school in Torrance, 
Calif. 

The Buck 1 JO folding hunter has been 
used by policemen, bikers and many other 
people for self-defense. Personally, I 
prefer a true folding fighter like that made 
by Bali-Song Inc. (Dept. SOF, 3039 
Roswell, Los Angeles, CA 90065). 

Q Please continue the fine column of 
•"Steel on Knives," especially with 

reference to folding knives. I know that 
boot and sleeve knives are more rigid, but 
many of us find a folder much more han
dy. I work in an inner-city hospital with a 
six-story parking garage with no patrol 
protection. Such a place is scary at night, 
and I carry a folding knife. 

T.H.O., 
Columbia, S.C. 

A I agree that a folder is the handiest 
eof defensive knives. I recommend 

the Bali-Song butterfly knife mentioned 
above. Also, you may be interested in the 
Thunderbird or War Lance folding fight
ers made by Bob Cargill (Dept. SOF, 
14401-136th Ave., Lockport, IL 60441). 
Other fine pocket fighters are made by 
Howard Viele, Frank Centofante and 
Wayne Goddard. 

Q I have been reading your column 
•and like the way you present the 

legal, technical, and social aspects of knife 
fighting. I have only rece.ntly become in-

terested in knife fighting and some dilem
mas persist in my mind. I have trouble see
ing the advantage of carrying a knife in
stead of a gun . Legally you need a permit 
to carry either one concealed. If the 
punishment for illegal carry were the 
same, would not the gun be a better 
weapon for self-defense? 

I can carry a .25 auto in my pocket just 
as easily as a folding Gerber, and I can 
carry a .380 auto or small revolver in my 
boot just as easily as the Gerber Mark I. A 
problem I've noticed in concealing any 
weapon, however, is an inability to get it 
out quickly enough. For example, I carry 
my Gerber Mark I in my boot; in order to 
get it out I must either bend over or lift the 
leg and pull up the pantcuff. An aggressor 
could easily knock me down or beat me to 
the punch. 

V.C., 
Columbus, GA 

A I have never heard of a knife 
epermit. Basically, concealed-wea

pon permits are a handgun-only proposi
tion, with the possible exception of some 
tear-gas-pen permits. However, if one is 
classified as a peace officer, or if he has a 
pistol permit, the chances are his carrying 
a knife would not raise any eyebrows. In 
either case it would be a good idea to carry 
your badge or ID card at the same time. 

I find certain knives, particularly 
folders, to be far lighter and easier to 
carry than handguns, especially if one 
does not have much bulk to conceal it 
behind. A pistol will usually create a bulge 
in the pocket or require a holster for con
cealment. However, even if you have a 
badge or permit and you don 't mind car
rying a handgun, there are still good 
reasons for carrying a knife. The main 
reason is that the knife .is more "cost ef
fective" in terms of "weight penalty ": in 
other words, you can use a knife for utili
ty as well as fighting (try shooting a string 

Continued on page 72 
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SOLDIER OFfORTUNE 
LIBRARY OF MILITARY HISTORY 

-
Army Badges and Insignia Since 1945, 
Guido Rosignoll. A companion to the previous 
volume, this information-packed book illustrates 
over 2,000 badges and insignia of the world' s 
modern armies. 218 pages, 5" x 7", 80 pages of 
full color illustrations, index. 

hard cover $8. 95 

Army Badges and Insignia of World War II , 
Guido Rosignoll. A compact and colorful volume 
which illustrates over 2000 badges and insignia of 
the principal armed forces which competed in 
World War II. 228 pages, 5" x 7", 80 pages of fu ll 
color illustrations, index. 

hard cover $8.95 

Collector's Guide to Militaria, Derek E. 
Johnson. Covers a wide range of mili tary para
phernalia, including firearms, edged weapons, in
signia, medals, body armor, military miniatures, 
printed materials, and miscellaneous regali a. 144 
pages, 7 '/4" x 8 '12 ", with 64 photographs, appen
dix, bibliography, index. 

h<:>rrl cover $8. 95 

Ta nks and Other Tracked Vehicles in Ser
vice, B.T. White. Selected from all over the world, 
they range from main battle tan ks like the American 
XM-1 to the small Japanese, self-propelled mount
ing for twin recoiling rifles. 190 pages, 5" x 7 '12' ', 
64 pages in full color. 

hard cover $9.95 

The American Civil War, G. Schomaekers. It 
was America's first modern war, new weapons were 
being used for the first time and the emphasis is on 
the military aims of the opposing sides. 160 pages, 
T Y.. " x 10", over 100 original photos. 

hard cover $12. 95 

Parachute Badges and Insignia of the 
World, R.J. Bragg and Roy Turner. 64 pages of 
color illustrations based on a unique collection of 
1200 parachutists qualifications brevets, this book 
gives brief histories of the airborne forces of 102 
nations. 200 pages, 5" x 7 '12 ". 

hard cover $11.95 

Sky Diving, Uwe Beckmann. The author exp
lains every aspect of parachuting: from the selection 
of the right equipment to your first free fall jump. 
Emergencies and landing safely under the most 
adverse circumstances are also covered. 128 pages, 
TV. " x 10'12 ", 200 photographs, index. 

hard cover $12. 95 

Naval Fast Strike Craft and Patrol Boats, 
Roy McLeavy. 64 pages of color illustrations por
tray the whole range of small warships from missile 
craft and fast patrol boats to torpedo boats and fast 
gunboats. 200 pages, 5" x 7". 

hard cover $9.95 

Naval Gun, Ian Hogg and John Batchelor. This 
beautifully presented book is the first major work of 
its kind in many years. 144 pages, 9" x 12", full 
color illustrations and 107 black and white illustra-
lions. 

hard cover $24.95 

German Aircraft of World War II in Color, 
Kenneth Munson. This book illustrates more than 
100 principal types of aircraft used by the Luftwaffe 
during the war. 160 pages, 7 '12'' x 9 '12 ", over 140 
fu ll color illustrations. 

hard cover $14. 95 

Army Uniforms Slnce l 945, Mi<;hael Chap
pell. This book features 48 pages of detailed color 
plates which show the uniforms of the armies and 
irregular forces engaged in actual fighting through
out the world. 176 pages, 5" x 7". 

hard cover (available June 1980) $12.95 

Army Uniforms of World War II, Andrew 
Mollo and Malcolm McGregor. An easy reference 
handbook on the uniforms and equipment of the 24 
nations that took part in World War II, illustrated 
with 257 full color drawings. 183 pages, 5" x 7", 
index. 

hard cover $8.95 

History of Land Warfare, Kenneth Macksey. 
The author follows the fascinating evolution of 
combat by describing the most important events, 
technical discoveries, battles and personalities. 248 
pages, 63,1, " x 9 V. ", with 192 photographs (26 in 
full color), appendices, select bibliography, index. 

hard cover $14. 95 

History of Sea Warfare, Gervis Frere-Cook 
and Kenneth Macksey. The history of naval war
fare, as described by two military historians. 245 
pages, 6%" x 9V.", 126 photographs (17 fu ll-color 
plates), appendices, select bibliography, index. 

hard cover $14.95 

History of Air Warfare, Kenneth Macksey, 
David Brown and Christopher Shores. The au
thors present a clear chronological story of the 
evolution of air fighting. 247 pages, 6 '12" x 914'', 
with 139 photographs (14 full -color plates), appen
dix, select bibliography, index. 

hard cover $14.95 

......•.........•••..............•.•....................•...•.........................••..................................•.• 
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Yes! Please send me the following book(s) listed below. My check/money order is enclosed. 
Postage and handling is $1.00 per book, 3 or more postage free. Colorado residents add 3 ¥23 sales tax. 

QTY TITLE PRICE 

NAME 

CITY 

QTY TITLE 

ZIP ___ _ 

Subtotal 

Postage & Ha ndling 

Sales Tax if applicable 

TOTAL 

PRICE 
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Ho~ can a Subscription to 
SOF save you 1noney? 

When you subscribe to SOF, you learn tips and 
techniques t hat save you time and money-
and maybe your life! Experts reveal survival skills and 
new developments in weaponry that are 
not found eleswhere. And from our correspondents, you 
get timely first-hand reports from Africa, 
S.E. Asia and Latin America. 
So spoil yourself, and buy the source for adventure, 
mercenary activity, urban and wilderness survival, and 
discover products you only dreamed about. 
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r -- ------------ -- - -- --- · D Send SOLDIER OF FORTUNE to my home for one 
I year (12 issues) SAVE 25% over newsstand price. 
I 
I D Bill me $20.00 D Payment enclosed 

: D I 'm a new subscriber D This is a renewal order 

I 

Name ----- ------'----

Address - - - - ----- - --

City _ ____ _ State _ _ ZIP~-

BOX 693, BOULDER, CO 80306 

(Note: For foreign and Canadian service mail orders ~ 
add $5 per year for postage and handling.) ~ 

OCTOBER/SO 



25 Production 
Models 

f;valuated 
Only 6 Achieved 
a Perteet Score 

Just h~-.,ing a :handgun 
is not ~nough . . . 

Here is the expert's guide to chopsing, loading, tuning, 
customizing, and maintaining a h~n~gun for self-defense. 
You'll learn what the professionals demand ih a combat weapon 
-their complete 17-point evaluation checklist covering every 
aspect: rio-snag outline, light recoil, functional rel'iability, accu
racy, secure grip, and more. If your present handgun doesn't 

measure up on every count, find out how to 
modify it or which current production hand

gun to acquire. 

Contents 
1. AUTOLOADER VERSUS REVOLVER-If you 

have a six-shooter you may want to 
think again about an autoloader. 

2. A HISTORICAL VIEW-Combat handguns 
from the 1800s to the present. 

3. SELECTION CRITERIA-17-ppint checklist 
given. 

4. TESTING AND EVALUATION-Does your 
weapon come away with excellent re
sults in every area? 

5. EVALUATION OF CURRENT PRODUCTION 
MODELS-Find out which 25 are con
sidered by experts to be the best. 

6. CUSTOM COMBAT HANDGUNs....:.see·through 
window in grip to monitor ammunition, 
redesigned barrel brushing, beveled 
magazine for quick loading, flutes in 
side to reduce weight, and more! 

7. CUSTOMIZING YOUR OWN AUTOLOADER FOR 
COMBAT-MMC combat sight; quick
draw rib for Colt, Browning, S & W; com
bat safety; double-ace, squeeze-cock ing 
conversion unit; and more. 

8. COMBAT HANDGUN AMMUNl}"ION: GOOO ANO 
BAD 

9. ASSEMBLING YOUR OWN COMBAT ANO PRAC-
TICE LOADS . . 

10. TUNING FOR TARGET ANO HIGH-PERFORMANCE 
AMMUNITION 

11. ACCESSORIES. 
12. CARE ANO MAINTENANCE OF COMBAT HAND-

GUNS 
13. APPENDIX A- HANDGUN TRADE DIRECTORY 
14. APPENDIX B-POLICE HANDGUN USAGE 
15. INDEX 

Heckler and Koch Police Self-Loading Pistol 
(P7), 9mm Parabellum: one of the six finest 
combat handguns in ~he world. 

COMBAT HANDGUNS takes a hard look at the top 25 cur- ,------------------------
rent production handguns worldwide-those autoloaders I Coznbat aandguns 15-DAY MONEY-BACK TRIAL I 
and revolvers judged best for combat use. The findings- I YES! Please send copy(ies) of COMBAT HANDGUNS (08-0409) I 
supported by extensive testing and field-use studies, pre- and . copy(ies) of PISTOLSMITHING (08-1265) by George Nonte dr. I 
sented with full specifications and detailed illustrations (in- I 1 have enclosed my check or money order (No C.O.D.s plf?a·~e) for $18.95 
eluding exploded drawings and photographs)-show that . I ($17.95 plus $1.00 postage)* for each copy. I understand that if not com- I 
there are just six models that receive a perfect score. They I pletely s·atisfied I may return the volume(s) within 15 days at"your expense I 
are: Heckler & Koch P7; Sig-Sauer Automatic P220 and P225; I for a full refund (or full credit if charged). - · I 
Smith and Wesson Auto Models 39 and 59; and the Walther . I 
P5. You'l l discover why these are considered the world's I D Enclosed find $, _____ _ 
best by experts . . . and where the others failed. I Bill my 0 Mastercharge 0 Visa/BankAmericard I 

· .. . I Account# Exp. Date: _ ______ I 

USE THE COUPON AT RIGHT 
FOR A 15-DAY RISK-FREE TRIAL. 

I NAME I 
! ADDRESS I 
I ! I CITY STATE ZIP _____ I 

FOR THE SERIOUS HANDGUNNER: Here's another classic j YOUR MONEY BACK IN FU LL (OR FULL CREDIT IF YOU USE YOUR CREDIT CARD) / 
work by George N6nte-PISTOLSMITHING (560 pages, 6 x 9, I ANYTU'v1E WITHIN 15 DAYS. MAIL TODAY! I 
illustrated, $17.95)-a perfect companion volume for COM- I Makecheckor fvi.O. payable to: SOF, I 
BAT HANDGUNS. P.O. Box 693, Boulder, co 80306 ,__ _________________ ...__ _________________________ _j 
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LOADS SIX CARTRIDGES 
INTO REVOLVER-INSTANTLY 

Metal points hold cartridges securely In loader 
... until knob is turned to release them! 

•NEW MODELS-NO CARTRIDGE JIGGLE 
• LOADS ROUND NOSE OR WAD CUTTER AMMO. 
•GUARANTEED-ONE FULL YEAR 

FOR 

AVAILABLE FROM YOUR LOCAL GUN DEAlER 
For Dealership/Ordering information. cill1 Toll Free 

1-800-354-9814 
H.K.S. PRODUCTS 

Bill Jordan tells it like it is in his fas
cinating book about gun fighting, how 
to do it and what equ ipment to use. 
Informative and exciting reading. 

Special autographed copies for gifts. 

Send check or money order to: Bill Jordan 
626 Ashbourne Dr. Shreveport, La . 71106 
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COMBAT 
PISTOLCRAFT 

by Jeff Cooper &. Ken Hackathorn 

SOF's Combat Pistolcraft column wel
comes letters from our readers. If you 
have a question or contribution, send it to 
Jeff Cooper, clo SOF, P.O. Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306. For a quick, personal 
reply, include a se(f-addressed, stamped 
envelope. 

Q I presently own a Smith and 
•Wesson 9mm Model 39 handgun. 

The gun is, in my opinion, well-suited for 
home and personal defense. However, I 
am unsure that it is suited to military 
work, due to the fact there are other hand
guns with greater magazine capacity. 

For this reason, I am considering the 
purchase of a Model 59 with a magazine 
capacity of 14-rounds-plus-one, as oppos
ed to tbe eight-rounds-plus-one capacity 
of the Model 39. 

Tell me which of the two guns you con
sider best, and which gun you think best 
as a military sidearm (of all guns being 
manufactured). Have you any informa
tion indicating when the Army will change 
to the 9mm or any knowledge as to which 
test model is favored? 

J.C. 
South Holland, Illinois 

A The magazine capacity of a combat 
epistol is not really an important 

concern. Pistol confrontations are over 
before magazine capacity becomes impor
tant - in almost every case. In those 
other cases, a quick reloading technique 
will handle the problem. I would say that 
a big magazine is a mild convenience, ex
cept when it comes to the matter of pack
ing the spare around on the belt. 

If you wish my opinion on a com
parison between the M-39 and M-59, I 
must say that I do not favor either of these 
two weapons. In my experience they ap
pear to be insufficiently tough for extend
ed hard service. 

When you ask what I consider to be the 
best military sidearm currently manufac
tured, I must return, as always, to the 
1911 Colt. For a long time, it was the only 
major-caliber semi-automatic pistol avail
able. At present, there are some others but 
the Colt retains its edge. 

I have no knowledge as to when or 
whether the U.S. Defense Dept. intends to 
change calibers. After having changed 
from .308 to .223 they are now a bit reluc
tant to make fools of themselves a second 
time. 

Q My curiosity is aroused - what is 
•the British army now using as their 

official ·sidearm? Also, how many armies 
around the world are using the Browning 
Hi-Power 9mm Parabellum as their of
ficial sidearm? I am inquisitive because I 
am the. proud owner of a Browning 9mm 
P. 

Lastly, there are rumors that the U.S. 
Army is discontinuing the Colt .45 ACP 
and switching to the 9mm Parabellum. 
What truth is there to the rumor , and 
what would they change over tci in the 
9mm P? 

J.C. 
Natal, South Africa 

A As far as I know, the British are 
estill using the P35 Browning as an 

official sidearm. These things have a way 
of changing, however, and I may not be 
fully up-to-date. 

As of this date, the U.S. Air Force is 
conducting experiments regarding per
sonal sidearms. What will come of this 
hardly anyone knows, but in view of the 
fact that we already have a good weapon, 
and that it costs money to change over -
I do not expect any startling developments 
in the immediate future. Rumors of the 
adoption of the Parabellum cartridge by 
the U.S. Defense Dept. were responsible 
for the introduction of the S& W M-39 
many years ago, and nothing has come of 
that yet. 

The trouble with the U.S. military 
establishment is not so much its equip
ment as its people. When one has lost the 
will to fight it hardly matters what instru
ment he has to fight with. 

g I have noticed many of your 
ereaders are still arguing about .38 

vs 5 with respect to stopping power, and 
felt a recent incident in Hong Kong would 
interest some of your "experts." 
Continued on page 73 
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8 Ways We Keep You Alive 

Telephone De-Tapping 
Detects surreptitious taps and listening 
devices on your telephone lines. A signal 
light tel ls you when telephone privacy is 
being compromised and it stays on all 
night for 24 hour protection. 

Security Blanket 
Safe protection that immobilizes an 
attacker without inflicting physical harm. 
Weighs less than a pound. 

Portable Telephone Privacy 
A portable combination system that 
makes your telephone virtually impene
trable to eavesdropping. Works any
where in the world. 

Bullet Proof Equipment 
10 or 18 layer Kevlar is super lightweight 
and protects against a .357 magnum. 
Vests are disguised as normal jackets, 
suits, etc. Also bullet proof/bomb proof 
vehicles. 

Sweep Out Electronic Bugs 
Perform an electronic sweep with the 
same sophisticated equipment prcfes
sionals use. This electronic system 
probes for hidden electronic ""bugs"' that 
are invading your privacy. Verifies the 
signal as well as locates. 

Pocket Sized Bug Detection 
Miniature unit detects and alerts you to a 
"'bug"' or tape recorder. Tiny signal light 
is silent and easily concealed. Super 
compact. 

VSA Lie Detector 
Detects stress and deception in a 
person's normal voice. Needs no attach
ment to speaker. Results are presented 
continuously in a simple digital readout. 

Security Seminar 
Latest advancements unveiled in the 
field of electronic privacy, securi ty, life 
saving equipment, bu llet proof vehicles 
and apparel. Our seminar leaders are the 
foremost in the field and use only the 
most technologically advanced equip
ment for demonstration. Conducted 
internationally once each month. 

Send $25.00 for CCS catalog and report on how to 
protect yourself against bugging and wiretapping. Or 
call Mr. Solder. 

CCS Communication Control Inc. SF 
633 Third Ave., New York, NY 10017 

Enclosed is my $25.00. 
Please rush me your catalog. 

Name _______________ _ 

Address---------------

------------~Zip ____ _ 
Phone _ ______________ _ 

______________________ .__ _________________ - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -
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CCS Communication Control Inc. 
633 Third Ave ., New York, NY 10017 (212) 697 -8140 TX: 238720 
JOJO Wisconsin Ave., NW Washington D.C. 20007 (202) 659-3432 

1435 Brickell Ave., Miami, Fla. 33131 (305) 358-4336 
9465 Wilshire Blvd., Beverly Hills, Ca. 90212 (213) 274-6256 

1136 N. Kirkwood, Houston, Tx. 77043 (713) 870-1052 
62 S. Audley St., London WI (01) 629-0223 (01) 408-0287 TX: 8814709 
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BULLETIN BOARD 
Continued from page 6 

Soviet Union 's ability to bring forces 
into Afghanistan quickly . It is also 
possible the Russians are worried 
that the Kurdish rebellion against the 
Tehran regime could lap over into 
Azerbaijan. 

Khomeini and his stooges his 
bloodsuckers - opened the prison 
gates, set free all the thieves, smug
glers , ruffians and murderers , and 
then hired them as revolutionary 
guards." 

In 1976 the personnel from air and 
sea support units who protected and 
saved the lives of the Special Opera
tions Group teams were invited to ap
ply for membership . In 1977, o lder 
behind-the-lines operatives from OSS 
and Jedborough were invited, and in 
1978 the SOA started inviting person
nel from certain classified projects or 
specialists in the SOG technica l 
areas. FREE VOICE OF 

IRAN .. . 

"The people's rage shall stifle you 
one day, 0 phony priest Khomeini . 
You have gone one step beyond the 
shah. You have even gone one step 
beyond Hitler." 

Distance does appear to make a 
considerable difference. 

When in Paris , the Ayatollah 
Ruhollah Khomeini, although not 
un iversally loved, was generally 
respected. 

" When I open my door, " said one 
man, "all I see are mullahs in 
Mercedes. We say we are hungry and 
they say 'Be patient , Khomeini eats 
only bread and tea.' Well, if that were 
the only food the old hyena ate he 
would have gone to hell long ago." 

If you think you qualify you can ap
ply for membership by writing to: 
Special Operations Association , 6300 
N. Lankershim, Suite 307, N. Holly
wood, CA 91606. You must send $10 
for processing , which will be applied 
to the $25 annual dues if you are ac
cepted. Not so today. The left, right and 

minority ethnic groups in Iran have 
!earned he is a difficult man to have 
around. One of the clearest signs that 
Khomeini and his mullahs (priests) 
are in trouble with the people is the 
emergence of a clandestine radio sta
tion called the Free Voice of Iran 
(FVI). SPECIAL OPERATIONS 

ASSOCIATION ... 

SOF EDITOR 
WJNS PROMOTION ... 

Some samples from FVI broad
casts: 

"The revolution ruined everyone ex ~ 
cept the mullahs. They all drive 
around in Mercedes-Benz cars and 
their pockets are full of Iran's 
money." 

For those of you who were for
tunate enough to make it , and crazy 
enough to take it, you might be in
terested to know that there is a 
Special Operations Association . 

SOF Contributing Editor for Mili
tary Affairs Alexander McColl was re
cently promoted to full colonel in the 
U.S. Army Reserve, where he is the 
director of instruction of the Special 
Forces Satellite School. This is the 
Army Reserve "Mobilization Desig
nee" counterpart to the active Army 
SF School. In May and June 1980, in 
this capacity, McColl spent 21/2 
weeks at Camp Shelby, Miss., traini ng 
National Guard SF personnel from 
the 20th SF Group (NG SF from Mis
sissippi , Alabama, Florida and Mary-"If the shah's· pocket was 

meter deep, the pockets of 
murderer are 10 meters deep. 

one 
this 
This 

The SOA was formed in 1975 with 
membership restricted to personnel 
from MACVSOG, CCN , CCS, CCC, 
DELTA, OMEGA and SIGMA. Continued on page 24 

THE WAR OF THE RUNNING 
FOX. Bob Lang ley. The place-
Rhodesia, The time-The 
present. Surrounded by 
enemies, shunned by the 
world. white Rhodesia 
struggles for survival. SB.95 

CONT ACT by John Lovett. 
The complele story of the war 
In Rhodesia. This huge book 
measuring 10 by 12 was writ· 
ten and prin ted In Rhodesia 
and most of the material has 
never been seen ou tside of 
Africa. Hundreds and hun
dreds of photographs. 

$34.95 

DEVILS GUARD by George 
Robert Elford. This Is the 
standard by which all books 
on guerrilla warfare are 
judged. The story of Hans 
Josef Wagemue11er, the one 
time SS Partlsanjaeger. 
guerrllla hunter, who, after 
surrendering to the French at 
the close of WW2, had his en
tire battallon shipped to Viet 
Nam to fight communists. He 
describes what we now call 
Viel Cong as the sub-humans 
of lndochlna who tortured and 
killed for the sheer pleasure 
of II. They fought l ike a pack 
of rabid rats and we treated 
them accordingly. we 
negotiated with none and ac
cepted no surrender by those 
who were gullty ot the mos! 
horrio1e crimes. We spoke to 
them In lhe only language 
!hey understood. the MG 42. 

$4 .95 

FIREPOWER BY Dempster 
and Tomkins. The true story 
of what happened in Angola 
and the massacre of Col. 
Callens mercenaries. photos 

5. 00 

STREET WITHOUT JOY by 
Bernard B. Fall. From 
probably lhe greatest writer to 
come out of the Vietnam era 
comes mllllary history at its 
very best. An eyewitness who 
writes with great fluency of 
the tremendous hardships of 
fighting In jungte country that 
is the enemys familiar 
homestead. This Is must 
reading $4.95 

THE DOGS OF WAR by 
Frederick Forsyth. The 
authors classic on mercenary 
action in Africa stilt stands as 
must reading !or all. $2.75 

MEAC·AMERICAN SOLDIERS 
OF FORTUNE by Jay Mallin 
and R.K. Brown. From West 
Point graduates and Harvard 
poets to former CIA agents 
and ex-cons,. they are all 
covered in this first ol its kind 
publication. good phOtos 

$1.4.95 

THE RAIO by J.F. Schemmer. 
The full story of the ex1raor· 
dinary lop-secret mission 10 
rescue 61 American POWs In 
prison compound 23 miles 
from Hanoi $13.95 

THE LAST ADVEN TURER by 
Roll Steiner. The author takes 
you along to lndoGhlna, 
Algeria, Blafra and the Sudan. 
Superb fi rst hand account of 
the besl and the worsl In· 
countered by the author. $9.95 

THE MERCENARIES by 
Mockler. The truth about men 
Who fight for pay. Includes 39 
photos and 7 maps. 

3. 00 
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THE FIVE FINGERS by Rivers 
and Hudson. Their mission· 
Assassinate eleven lop
ran king Chinese and North 
Vietnamese leaders. In· 
cludlng the nolorious Gen. 
Giap, Chief of Slaff. $2.50 

I 
RHODESIAN FLAGS. We 
have a very few of these 
collectors Items. Please do 
not confuse these flags wilh 
coplos or reproductions being 
made In this country. These 
are Iha real th ings made in 
Rhodesia before the fall 'JI !he 
government. They are ol the 
best cotton measuring 30 in . 
by 5 It. double backed. $75.00 

ESCAPE FROM LAOS by 
Dieter Dengler. Shot down 
over Laos. Dieter Dengler 
crawleCi out ol the 1wisted 
wreckage of his Skyrafder and 
into an epic struggle tor sur
vival that would 1ap all his 
resources ol strenglh. 
courage, and wlll to llve. 

$10.95 

MAJOR MIKE by Maj. Mike 
Williams ·as told to Robin 
Moore. A modern day adven
ture story of a combat com
mander with the Grey Scouts 
in Rhodes ia. S2.50 

RHODESIA by Robin Moore. 
RHODESIA Is an imponan1 
Dook In the chronclle ol what 
is happening ln Africa today. 

S2.25 

IN THE GRAVEST EXTREME 
by Massad Ayoob. The role ot 
the firearm In personal 
protection. Here Is the bol
tome line of how to delend 
yourself as only experience 
can tell It. S7.00 

U.S. ARMY GUERRILLA 
WARFARE FM 31-21. $8.00 

SOMEWHERE SOUTH OF 
SUEZ-A furlher survey of the 
Grand Design of the Twen· 
tlelh Century by Douglas 
Reed. In this prophelic book, 
Reed predicted that Africa 
would become the focal polnl 
qf international power po11tlcs 
In the second half of 1he 
Twentieth Century. Recent 
&vents In Angola and 
Rhodesia are proving him 
right. 405 pages $5.95 

THE" BATILE FOR RHODESIA 
by Douglas Reed. Journalist 
Douglas Reed, warns that a 
thi rd world war could erupt In 
Southern Alrlca unless the 
Free World sland llrm In sup. 
port of Rhodesian and 
Southern African indepen
dence. Here is the firs1 clear 
picture ol the embattled 11111 
country and Its bid to stem 
the chaos, bloodshed and 
economic disaster over· 
whelming so much of Alrlca. 

$4.95 

ALL QUIET ON THE 
EASTERN FRONT, The Death 
of South Vle1nam. ediled by 
Anthony T. Bouscaren. A 
must tor understanding how 
and why America lost i1s firs1 
war. Contributors Include 
Gen. Westmoreland, termer 
Ambassador Granam Marlin, 
William F. Buckley, Jr. 256 
pgs. $5.95 

THE TERRORISTS by Dobson 
and Payne. Detalled descrlp· 
tlon of lerrorists, their tactics 
and weapons. Includes a 
rogue1s gal lery of worldwlde 
terrorists organizations in· 
eluding objectives and 
methods. Numerous 
Illustrations ot terrorist 
weapons. $14.95 

MERCENARY by Col. Mike 
Hoare. Technlcal advisor tor 
the film THE WILD GEESE. 
Col. Hoares personal story of 
his astonishing and horrllylng 
experiences In a hot, 
ferocious, dirty jungle war as 
a mercenary. $2.25 

THE WHORES OF WAR, Mer· 
canaries Today. by Burchell 
and Roebuck. Angola, 
Rhodes ia. South Africa. etc. A 
different view of Mercenaries. 

l. so 
FABRIC OF TERROR by Ber
nardo Telx lra, with a loreward 
by Robert Ruark and after
word by James Burnham. 
Well-written. first-hand ac
count ot the !error thal 
reigned for three days 1n Pot· 
tuguese Angola when Com· 
munist-lrained rebels struck. 

SS.95 

WHO KILLED THE CONGO by 
Phllippa Schuyler. A l irst· 
hand objective account of 
events since Independence In 
this vasl African land-twice as 
large as France, Spain and 
llaly combined-once held 
together by the Belgians. 
Especlally important in view 
ot events in Africa toda}'. 310 
pgs. S6.50 

TECHNOLOGICAL TEA· 
RORISM by Richard C. Clark. 
This book offers a concise 
study of the eic treme 
vulnerablll!y of our modem 
nuclear power plants, 
computers. water systems. 
l iqulfied natural gas and other 
energy systems, to terrorist 
attack as well as Ille ready 
avallablllty of chemlcal and 
biological agen1s that can be 
used to wipe out whole 
populations. $10.00 

THE ZAMBEZI SALIENT, Con
fllc.t In Southern Africa by Al 
J. Venter. An on the spot ac· 
count ol the situation in lhe 
southern quadrant of Africa 
today, where minority white 
governments, such as 
Rhodesia. are fighting tor sur
vival. Well supported by an 
authoritative lndell' and maps. 
/.. must for understanding the 
neict major battleground bet· 
ween communism and the 
west. 400 pages. S12.50 

PERSONAL AND FAMILY 
SURVIVAL This Is the Oepar· 
tment ot Defense Clvll deten
se adult education course 
studenl manual. $4.00 

SOLDIERS HANDBOOK FOR 
DEFENSE AGAINST 
CHEMICAL ANO 
BIOLOGICAL OPERATIONS 
ANO NUCLEAR WARFARE. 
FM 21 41. S4.00 

FM 21 76 SURVIVAL 
EVASION ANO ESCAPE . .C31 
pages. This ls the best that 
the mllltary has to ofler. The 
bible for the survivalist, many 
color illustrations, surperb 
teict. $9.95 

HOW TO SURVIVE ON LANO 
ANO SEA. This is the U.S. 
Navy manual. 366 pages. 

~~~f:Qs, ~~6.51A ~k:;f11f~; 
anyone who takes survival as 
part of his future existence. 

SS.SO 

EAT, DRINK ANO BE READY 
for lomorrow you wlll llve. by 
Monte l. Kline and W.P. 
Slrube, Jr. Wiii you be ready. 
Will your lamlly be able to eat 
when lhe crowd at !he super
market are carrying guns and 
clubs to get the ll!Ue 
remaining food. $3.50 

THE PICTORIAL HISTORY OF 
U.S. SNIPING by Peter R. 
Senich. For lhe first time 
milllary students can trace 
!he fascinating evolutlon o,I 
American sniping clear thru 
the Vietnam war. Eicpanded 
pholographic and texl 
coverage. $19.95 

K ANV S ARMS BOOKS CO. 
1222 N.W. Penn4ylavan~a 
Oii.la. cay, Oflla. 13101 

add .10 pe~ book 60~ 
pack. and po4tage. 
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0 $100.00 lH-123 
A MANUAL FOR SURVIVAL 

~\ , <\,.'f.~ \ 
/~~~· 

\i~- THE 
SOLDIER'S 

HANDBOOK 

SOON TO BE A MOVIE. ~U.1.iUII1I._ 

Over I Million Copies Sold 

TWO BOOKS 
PREPARED BY LT. COL. ANTHONY B. HERBERT, (Ret.) 

.. America·s Most Decorated Soldier .. ~AME~iCA'S ~ 
SUPER SOLDIER 

JUNE, 1979 

WARNING! ---- WARNING! 

THE SOLDIERS HANDBOOK .. -···--··· ---··· $100.00 

THIS TEXT IS A VIRTUAL ENCYCLOPEDIA OF EX
TRAORDINARY TECHNIQUES AND TIPS ON HOW TO 
FIGHT. PROTECT YOURSELF AND KILL! HOW TO 
BLOW - UP THINGS AND COMMIT MAYHEM! AND 
SURVIVE. THE OPENING CHAPTERS DISTILL COUR
AGE AND DECISION MAKING TO BASIC TECHNIQUES 
WHICH CAN BE LEARNED. THE REMAINDER OF THE 
TEXT IS DEVOTED TO TIPS AND TECHNIQUES WHICH 
DO AWAY WITH LABORIOUS EXERCISES AND TIME 
CONSUMING TRAINING. IT REDUCES HAND TO HAND 
COMBAT TO THE VERY ESSENTIALS OF HOW TO 
KILL SUDDENLY WITH YOUR BARE HANDS IN WAYS 
WHICH CAN BE LEARNED IN SECONDS; HOW TO 
FIGHT WITH A KNIFE THE FIRST TIME YOU PICK 
ONE UP, CORRECTLY, SIMPLY AND EFFECTIVELY! 
HOW TO CONSTRUCT LETHAL EXPEDIENT EXPLO
SIVE DEVICES FROM BASE HOUSEHOLD-GROCERY 
ITEMS; HOW TO SURREPTITIOUSLY ENTER BUILD
INGS, OFFICES, SAFES, FILE CABINETS, DESKS AND 
VEHICLES; PROFESSIONAL METHODS OF ASSASSINA
TION THAT REQUIRE NO SPECIAL SKILLS OR EQUIP
MENT OR PRACTICE; TIPS ON SURVIVAL IN JUNGLES, 
THE ARCTIC, ON THE DESERT, AND IN BARROOMS, 
OR ON THE STREETS; THE BASIC KNOTS AN D ROPE 
TRICKS WHICH PERMIT YOU TO DO ALMOST ANY
THING WITH A ROPE SHORT OF SERVING IT FOR 
DINNER; HOW TO CONSTRUCT EXPEDIENT WEAPONS 
AND SILENCERS; EMERGENCY NO-NONSENSE COM
BAT FIRST AID; PATROL TIPS THAT MAKE THE DIF
FERENCE ON RAIDS, AMBUSHES, ESTABLISHMENT 
OF CLANDESTINE BASES, COUNTER-AMBUSH TECH
NIQUES, SEARCH, HANDLING OF POWS; AN D MORE! 
-BY AMERICA'S MOST DECORATED AND COMPLETE 
SOLDIER-TONY HERBERT. AND IT FITS INTO YOUR 
FATIGUE TROUSER POCKET-ALL 200 PLUS PAGES. 

NOTHING LIKE IT HAS EVER BEFORE BEEN AV AIL
ABLE. 

SOME WILL OBJECT TO THIS TEXT BUT THE METH
ODS AND TECHNIQUES EXPLAINED H A VE BEEN 
PASSED ON THROUGH THE OFFICES OF THE CIA, 
DlA, FBI AND TERRORIST ORGANIZATION HEAD
QUARTERS FOR YEARS. A KNOWLEDGE OF SAME 
CAN ONLY ENHANCE YOUR PROFESSIONAL CAPA
BILITIES AS WELL AS AID YOU IN PROTECTING 
AGAINST THEM. 

Cloverleaf Books offers you a unique opportunity to ohtain a 
limited edition of THE SOLDIER HANDBOOK by Anthony 
B. Herbert, Lt. Col. Ret., at a price of $100.00 per copy. Each 
book is numbered and will be individually autographed by the 
author. Numbered copies will be issued in the order in which 
filled out coupons. accompanied by checks, are received. 

This book will make a worthwhile addition to any library. Fill 
mt the coupon and mail it in today. Your copy will be sent 
::ertified mail. Quantities are limited. Here is your chance to 
own a genuine collectors item. 
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WARNING: 
THIS BESTSELLER 
IS POWERFUL, 
EXPLOSIVE
AND TRUE! 

.. Adventure and 
excitement 
enough for a 
dozen novels!'" 

-LOS ANGELES TIMES 

SOLDIER 
' 

''America 's 
Most Decorated 

Soldier 

by Anthony B. Herbert, Lt. Col. ( Ret) 
Paperback - No. 11 PB· ·········· ······--······ ······ ········ ····· $2.95 
SOLDIER Poster No. 77P ........ .. ......... .... ...... ........... $2.50 
20" x 28" color poster - replica of book cover 

Only nine men in history have won the Osminieh (Turkey's 
Medal of Honor) - Eight Turkish soldiers and America's Tony 
Herbert - only one of his many unique accomplishments. 

Quantity 

"THE SOLDIERS HANDBOOK" 
Limited Edition 

$100.00 

Only 50,000 Copies 

Will Be Sold 

Item Price ea. Amount 
Soldiers Handbook $100.00 
Soldier Poster $ 2.50 
Soldier Paperback $ 2.95 

Total Amount 
Shpg. & Hdlg. 
Total of above 

SHIPPING I HANDLING 
Ord•rl uoto S6.00 _ __ ___ ___ _______ _ 10.e~ 

Ot-def• 11om se.0110 s12 .oo _______ ______ _ s1.ss 
01d•rs horn 112 .0110 $18.00 ____________ _ . S2.25 

Ord•r1 °"'., s1e.no_ --------------- - '12.95 

Ch• Ck or Money Order P1y1Dle To K-7 0 11t11bu1on 

Satisfaction guaranteed or 
return book within 10 days 
and we will refund your 
m oney. 

Am01.1nl Et1 clo1•0 CNo c11h 0t 1t1mp1 pl•H•l S . _ _ _ _ _ __ 

,,. ...... ____________ _ 
Add""------------
C1t7 _____ S1111 --- l••--

CHARGE ITI 
c Master Charge o BankAmer icard Visa 

t.~~~~;::i I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I I 
Expiration Date -- Ban~~~~r CF!arge [J]JJ 
Signature (required ii using credit card) 

MAIL TO 

CLOVERLEAF BOOKS 
P.O. ltox 31e8 
Dept. 777 S 
Englewood, Co. 111111 
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It Happened 
To Me 

by Charles S. Lamb Sr. 
as told to M.L. Jones 

Charles S. lamb Sr., 83, was a private 
in Battery F, 56th Field Artillery, !st Ar
my Division, on France 's battlefields dur
ing World War I. He served as a lanyard 
puller on tractor-drawn 155mm GPFs and 
mule-drawn caissons. As he tells it: 

D URING the Meuse-Argonne cam
paign of August 1918, the front see

sawed back and forth with enemy artillery 
hitting targets of opportunity in the rear 
areas. We were under gas attack when I 
tripped over the trail end of our gun, 
breaking out my gas mask's eye lens . My 
lungs were burning from mustard gas be
fore I could push a handkerchief into the 
opening. I was rushed by ambulance to a 
field hospital in the rear. 
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After a five-day treatment and before 1 
returned to my outfit, a buddy, Bill 
(Brownie) Brown, offered to give me a 
much-needed shave . Brownie came from 
New London, Conn., and served in Head
quarters Battery. I perched myself on a 
pile of ammo boxes and he started to 
shave me . 

I watched an ambulance drive up to the 
hospital, unload its wounded and pick up , 
soldiers who had recovered enough to re
turn to their outfits. It started up and 
moved slowly toward us. 

Suddenly, a German shell landed on top 
of the moving vehicle and blew it to bits, 
killing all occupants. 

Before Brownie and I could react, a 
piece of hot shrapnel hit him in the left 
cheek of his buttocks. He jerked the razor 
up the side of my face. I couldn't ask fo r 
another Purple Heart for my face injuries 
- I had already received one for the gas 
attack - but Brownie got his fo r a sore 
rear end. 

If he hadn ' t offered to shave me, I 
probably would have been in that am
bulance, since I had been told to take the 
next mode of transportation back to my 
outfit. 

After the Armistice of 11 November 
1918, Brownie would never say exactly 
where he was wounded - even in the 
haven of VFW Posts; and you can bet I 
have never told anyone until now. Since 
he passed away a few years back, I can 
now tell of his giving a piece of ass beyond 
the call of duty . 

I Was There 
by Edward E. Vaught 
as told to M.L. Jones 

From September 1975 to February 
1976, Edward E. Vaught served as a 
sergeant in the Special Mission Force 
2075, A Company, !st Battalion, 6th 
Marines, 2nd Marine Division. His unit 
was assigned to provide security for the 
perimeter of the leeward side of Guan
tanamo Bay Naval Station, Cuba. 

After several months on the island, his 
unit was forced to supplement its guard 
post watches during the dark hours with 
regular patrols, which, on more than one 
occasion, encountered Cuban infiltrators 
on the American side of the fence. Ir be
came an almost nightly occurrence for 
Cubans to cross the "No-Man's Land" of 
mine fields to taunt Marine sentries in the 
manner described below. As he tells it: 

A FTER three months at Guantanamo 
Bay, my platoon had already fa llen 

into guard duty's monotonous routine. 
Sentries were posted at 2330, and they 
were settling in for their four-hour hitch 
of maintaining fenceline securi ty next to 
the mine fields that separated this small 
patch of freedom from communist Cuba. 

I was sitting at my desk in the guard 
shack with the corporal of the guard and 
the duty officer, going over the next day's 
duty roster when I heard the P RC-25 
radio crackle. 

I walked over to the radio and picked 
up the hand set. As I put it to my ear, it 
crackled again, but this time I heard a 
whisper coming through it. 

"Bulldog, bulldog, this is Papa One
three. Over." I recognized L/Cpl. Gon
zalez's voice. "I have a squad of Cubans 
about 20 meters in front of my position. 
They are moving toward me along the 
bank of the river." Post 13 was located on 
the banks of the Guantanamo River at the 
only break in the fenceline. 

I immediately ordered the corporal of 
the guard to awaken the reaction force 
and sent the duty driver outside to start 
the jeep. After notifying the o fficer of the 
day (OD) of the situation, I grabbed my 
Ml6, put on my helmet, shoved a couple 
of full magazines into my pocket and 
jumped into the jeep. The driver tore out 
of the company area, raking through the 
gears to gain more speed. 

We raced past the posts near the com
pany area as we tore along the fenceline 
road. The sentries had been alerted and 
were standing in their bunkers searching 
the fenceline with loaded and locked 
rifles. Soon we came to the salt flats area 
- a main infiltration trouble spot. Aware 
of a possible ambush, I slapped a maga
zine into my weapon and flipped the selec
tor switch to auto, and the driver jammed 
the accelerator to the floor . 

We skidded into Post 12. The sentry 
told us he had seen some movement by 
Post 13 about five minutes before. After 
the driver put a magazine into his rifle and 
laid it across his lap, we tore off once 
more. Soon we left the salt flats and 
entered the thick , dark jungle of small 
trees and bushes that surrounded Post 13. 

At the post, I jumped out of the jeep 
and ran in a crouch toward the bunker. 
Diving inside, I rolled over beside Gon
zalez who was aiming at a point on the 
other side of the fence. I looked outside 
and saw the driver using the jeep's hood 
for cover and aiming at the same area . 
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As Gonzalez began to fill me in , I heard 
a loud clang outside the bunker. When I 
looked at the jeep, I saw the driver sitting 
next to it, inspecting a new dent in his 
helmet. 

"What happened?" I yelled . 
"Those bastards are throwing rocks at 

us! " he shouted. 
I rolled back over next to Gonzalez just 

as a half-dozen large rocks fell on the 
bunker's corrugated tin roof. I checked 
the sandbags to make sure no Cubans 
were slipping over the fence. I saw 
nothing but shadows. 

"Keep your eyes open, Gonzalez," I 
sa id , and ran out to the jeep to slide down 
beside the driver. Just then, a new barrage 
of rocks dropped on us. 

"I ' ll be damned if we're going to sit 
here and let them bounce rocks off our 
heads," I told the driver. "Start collecting 
ammo," I yelled to him and Gonzalez. 

The three of us searched for throwing 
rocks and when we had collected several 
dozen large ones with sharp edges, we 
prepared our attack. We slung our rifles, 
fastened our chin straps and divided our 
"ammo" supply. 

Holding our rocks in one arm, we 
dodged one last shower of Cuban stones. 
That was our signal. 

Jumping up, we ran toward the fence
line, yelling and pitching rocks into com
munist Cuba. We maintained our attack 
for five minutes, reloading with fresh sup
plies from the ground . 

I hefted my last large, ragged rock and 
threw it over the fence with enough speed 
to put Terry Bradshaw to shame. Seconds 
later we were rewarded by a dull thud 
followed by a low moan. No more Cuban 
stones fell on our side of the fence that 
night. We'd taught the Cubans what 
America's enemies have learned from 
Guadalcanal to Khe Sanh: no matter what 
weapon an enemy may decide to use, be it 
tanks, rifles or rocks, the Marine Corps is 
truly the world's finest fighting force. 

I F you have a combat or adventure story 
for "It Happened to Me" or "/ Was 

There," triple-space type it and send it to 
SOF, P. 0. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306, 
Att: M.L. Jones. All stories should be 500 
words or less. Upon publication, SOF will 
become owner of all publication rights. 
Submitted articles are subject to editing 
and revision, although their content and 
theme will not be changed. Photos are 
also helpful. Enclose a stamped, self
addressed envelope so we can notify you 
of acceptance or return of your story. Ar
ticle payment is $50, upon publication. 
All entrants will receive an SOF patch. 
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PHOENIX 

TEKNA·LITE I 5.5" long, 9 oz. rechargeable 
NiCad powered light can be recharged 1000 
times. Nearly indestructable ABS and polycar· 
bonate body takes up only 15 cu. inches, yet 
has the same 4000 candlepower output of a 
4·cell flashl ight twice its size. Its Nickel Cad· 
mi um batteries provide over an hour burn time 
in ·40' to 250' temperatures. Waterproof to 
2000 feet. $34.95 Dept. SF-28 

TEKNA·LITE II 5.5'' long, 1.125" diameter 
pocket l ight weighs only 4 oz., yet runs 4 
hours on 2 AA Alkaline cells. Fool-proof 
rotating lens switch with virtually indestruc
table ABS and polycarbonate body. 1300 
candlepower white l ight output is unmatched 
for its size. Completely waterproof to 2000 
feet. $9.95. Dept. SF-26. 

M16SCOPEMT 

HOLDER 2" long neoprene holder with conveniently adjustable 
velcro strap allows light to be mounted on arm, ankl.e, dashboard or 
backpack. $4.95 Dept. SF-27. ............................. 

PHOENIX INC. Allow 3-4 weeks for delivery. MONEY BACK 

P.O. Box 693 GUARANTEE 
• Boulder, Colo. Name ___ _ ________ _ 

80306 Address ___ _ _ ______ _ 

VISA City ___ ___ _ _____ _ 

• Mastercharge 

Overseas 
Orders add 20% 

Colo. 

State ________ Zip __ _ 

D --------
0 TEKNA KNIFE 0 I 0 II OHOLDER 

• Residents add 3% Include $1.00 for Postage and Handling 

-$8.95 ••••••••••••••••••••••••• •• • 
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BULLETIN BOARD 
Continued from pa1:e 20 

land). Further details will be reported 
in an article in a future issue of SOF. 

McColl will also shortly be publish
ing Valley of Peril , a short novel b~sed 
on his experiences as a District/Sub
sector senior adviser in Vietnam. · 

1980 IHMSA 
INTERNATIONALS ... 

The International Handgun Metallic 
Silhouette Association will hold its In
ternational Championships 6-11 Oc
tober in Reading , Mass. 

The IHMSA is hoping to draw over a 
thousand of the world's best l'png
distance handgun experts to the 
event. The target range at Camp Cur
tis Guild will have over 200 silhouette 
targets, electronic firing controls and 
computerized statistical systems. 
Over $15,000 worth of merchandise 
a·nd awards will be on the line. Those 
interested should write to : 1980 
IHMSA Internat ionals, P.O. Box 53, 
Medford, MA 02155. 

L A TIN AMERICAN 
NEWSLETTER . .. 

Ariel Remos (P.O. Box 650459, 
Miami, FL 33165) sent us the first two 
copies of Focus On Latin America, a 
newsletter he edits focusing on the 
poli t ical situation in Latin America. 
Remos claims that, while it is im
possible to disguise or deny com
munist penetration in Latin America, 

In an emergency 

the news is so fragmented, it belies 
how serious the threat is . Remos 
believes the coming months will be 
critical for the area, which he refers to 
as the " patio" of the U.S. His inten
tion is to keep his readers informed 
on the rapidly developing and highly 
dangerous si tuation. 

M ORE WAR IN 
CAMBODIA ... 

Long-suffering Cambodia appears 
to be headed for more of the same. 

In June, Pol Pot guerrillas, who 
were assumed incapable of launching 
a serious offensive, struck out all over 
the country attacking isolated mili
tary outposts, blowing up bridges, 
ambushing truck convoys and trains. 

Estimates place the Pol Pot forces 
at around 40,000, while the Viet
namese have at least 200,000 troops 
in Cambodia. However, the Vietna
mese control the roads only during 
the day and the Pol Pot Khmer Rouge 
forces have struck even in the major 
cities. Two motorcycle-mounted 
rebels sprayed the Vietnamese and 
Soviet embassies with machine-gun 
fire and killed two Vietnamese guards 
on 21 May. 

In an attempt to allow the Khmer 
Rouge forces neither safe sanctuary 
nor staging points, the Vietnamese 
moved across the Thai border into 
Thailand on 23 June. 

In 1975, when the Pol Pot-led 
Khmer Rouge moved into power in 

PZAl Signal Pistol! 
For emergency use to launch signal or distress flares 

for hunters, mountain climbers , boatsmen, pilots 
or for any outdoorsman or cross-country traveller. 

A reliab le, compact, rugged signal-pistol 
which fires a variety of signal flares, para
chute distress signals, and colored flares . 

Specifications: 

Caliber 26.5 mm (1.04 in.) 
Weight 0.52 kg (18.2 oz.) 
Length 200 mm (7.9 in.) 
Length of barrel i 55 mm (6 .1 in.) 
Width/height 38/145 mm (1 .5/ 5.7 in.) 

Phnom Penh, Cambodia had a popula
tion of 7 to 9 million people. The U.S. 
Census Bureau estimates Cambod
dia's population at 4.8 million today. 
Depending on which estimate you 
take , and adding in the raw birth rate 
of 10 per every 1,000, that means be
tween 2.5 and 4.6 million persons 
have died in Cambodia during the last 
five years . While the vast majority of 
those deaths were due directly to 
famine, war and disease, the Khmer 
Rouge genocide programs and gener
al policies are the underlying causes. 

It goes against our grain , but we 
wish the Viets success against Pol 
Pot. Cambodia does not need to suf
fer that regime again. 
-KEEP THEM 

OUT ... 
· United Press International has 

reported that despite Carter's claim 
that all incoming Iranians undergo 
close scrutiny from Customs and Im
migration the actual policy is far dif
ferent. Since the embassy was seized 
on 4 November, more than 11,000 Ira
nians have been admitted to the 
United States. 

And there have been some very 
suspicious persons allowed to enter 
the country. 

A directive issued by the Immigra
tion and Naturalization Service in 
November warned, "There are alleged 
to be about 50 Iranian students at-

Continued on page 79 

HECKLER & KOCH, INC. 
933 NORTH KENMORE STREET, SU!TE 218 
ARLINGTON , VIRGINIA 22201 • (703) 525-3182 

Write for our 20-pg. catalog of new & exciting H&K weapons. Include $3.00 for postage & handling 
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DID ·CARTER LOSE HIS NERVE? 
by Cincfonatus Osborne 

NUMEROUS questions ~emain unanswered, 
concerning the aborted attempt Jast April to 

rescue the American hostages in Iran. In the usual 
manner of politicians trying to cover up their 
mistakes and failures, the Carter administration is 
invoking "national security" to justify keeping the 
facts from the American people. Further, and one 
would have been happier if the same .degree of 
cleverness had been applied to the planning and 
conduct of the operation itself, there seems to be a 
concerted campaign to move the blame for this dis
aster away from the President. 

The cover-up began the morning after the raid. 
In his initial statement, Carter stated· that he had 
made the decision to abort the mission; by 11:30 
a.m., when Defense Secretary Brown m'et the 
press, the "official'' version asked us to believe 
that the decision to abort "had been made" (note 
the responsibility-avoiding passive voice) "in the 
Pentagon." Since then, various colonels and gener
als involved in the raid have obediently taken on 
themselves pieces of the responsibility, and the 
whole thing has been given an appearance of un
avoidable bad luck compounded by many small 
mistakes by subordinate officers and officials. We 
are in effect invited to award the .President a degree 
of approval for ordering the raid, and our sym
pathy for the run of bad luck that defeated it. 

Whatever else, Jimmy Carter is an extremely . 
adept political animal, and this is an election year; 
the fact that over 50 Americans are still being held 
in total illegality in Iran (assuming that some of 
them haven't yet been killed) is something he 
would just as soon we didn't think about. 

Another aspect of the cover-up is the baffling ar
ray of officially instigated "leaks," rumors and 
assorted other "disinformation" that has come in
to the public domain, with th~ result that just 
about everyone who has been trying to follow the 
matter has become thoroughly confused and has 
given up. Could it be that the President is hoping 
people will Jose interest in and forget something 
that has been made so confusing? 

One could make a long, detailed analysis of 
Presidential errors of judgment in the Iranian mat
ter and elsewhere, but to what end? Proving that 
Jimmy Carter is unfit for the role of Commander
in-Chief is about as difficult or necessary as prov
ing that Elizabeth Ray isn't a virgin. 

There is, however, one1natter of critical impor
tance about which some very interesting facts have 
come to light. · .In the initfal announcements, we 
were told that the raid was called off because· 
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mechanical failures had reduced the number of 
operational helicopters to five, while six were the 
minimum required to do the job. President Carter 
himself told us this and, after all, he promised that 
he would never lie to us. 

Of course, this explanation did raise a nagging 
question: how was it possible for this operation to 
be a "lead-pipe cinch" with six -·operational heli
~opters, but totally unworkable with five? The ob~ 
vious conclusion was that the President, while exer
cising tactical command of a very tricky and com- . 
plicated combat operation froni about 8,000 miles 
away, simply Jost his nerve - understandable, con
sidering his limited professional military qualifica
tions and his performance in other areas. 

WHAT really happened may be worse • 
. The following items came from sources of 

g·ood, but not unimpeachable, reliability: first, 
British intelligence has a tap into the Presidential 
"hot line" between the White House and the 
Kremlin; second, the hot line was in use the night 
of the raid; third, the Soviets uttered dire threats 
commanding Carter to get his raiding force out of 
Iran. In response to this, the Head of State of the 
greatest nation on earth meekly backed down and 
ran away, and in such haste that five undamaged 
choppers and a mass of highly classified papers 
were left behind, as well as the bodies of the eight 
U.S. servicemen killed during the getaway. Of 
course, given the state of the Armed Forces 
resulting from the Jast several years of defense 
budget-cutting_ and general running down the 
military, this might have seemed to that valiant 
soul the only prudent course, even as when he 
backed down in front of the Soviets over their com
bat brigade in Cuba a few months ago. 

But the "bottom line" is that the President 
is simply a yellow coward who Jacks the ne..Ve 

to stand fast in a crisis, and was lying through h'is 
teeth when h~ told us his little story about 
mechanical trouble with the helicopters being the 
reason for calling off the raid in such haste. 

At least when Teddy Kennedy lost his nerve at 
Chappaquiddick no hostages or other major na-

, tionaJ interests were at stake, and only one person 
died as a result. Carter's score is eight, plus 
however many of the cooperating Iranians were 
compromised as a result of leaving the papers 
behind, plus the 53 hostages, plus a lot of other 
things. 

Will we end up with four more years of this sort 
of "leadership"? 

See also "It's Your Move," page 84. 
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b~ Lpren W. C~ristensen 

I T was still dark outside the window as 
he finished writing the three-page 

suicide letter. Leaning his six-foot-four, 
240 pounds back against the chair, he 
sucked deeply from his cigarette and 
stared at his reflection in the black win
dow. Outside the fifth floor of the Holi
day Inn motel, Portland's scattered lights 
grew faint as an early morning fog sped 
down from the mountains. 

After a few moments, he scooted the 
chair back, stood and crushed his 
cigarette into the overflowing ashtray. 
Scanning the letter for the umpteenth 
time, he nodded his head frequently in 
silent approval. 

" .. . I'm 20 years old and I don't see 
any real future for me ... the world today 
is all fucked up . . . there are a lot of 
things I would like to do with my life, but 
I can 't do them . . . " He snorted, looked 
out the window and let the letter drop 
from his hand onto the desk top. 

He looked out the window for a long 
time. Trembling hands lit another 
cigarette; small beads of sweat appeared 
on his forehead. He glanced over to the 
bed and then out the window again. The 
fir st hint of dawn streaked across the 
eastern sky. 

It was time. 
He lifted the heavy, olive-green parka 

from the bed and slipped it on. The am
munition lay in a neat row on. the bed: 10 
boxes of Blazer .22 caliber long rifle, one 
box of Winchester Wildcat .22 caliber and 
a box of Winchester 30-30 rounds. He 
placed all of it in his pockets and adjusted 
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the parka on his shoulders to more com
fortably accommodate the additional 
weight. 

The rifles lay next to the pillow. He 
reached first for the Ruger Model 10, .22 
caliber carbine and then the Winchester 

, Model 94, 30-30. They were as good if not 
better than the weapons he had shot ex
pert with in the Air Force. 

He opened the door and peered into the 
hallway. It was empty. With the rifles 
cradled in his arms, he half ran and half 
walked toward the door marked: 

ROOF 
EMPLOYEES ONLY 

The early morning fog had lifted and 

joined the thick, grey, overcast sky. It was 
chilly, but not bad for a November morn
ing in Portland . At 7:30 a .m., rush hour 
traffic was deep into battle. 

"What say we take one more lap 
around the district and then get some caf
feine?" Officer Morley Fletcher said, as 
he maneuvered the blue-and-white police 
car through the crush. 

Officer Barry Cook was jotting some
thing in his notebook. "Sounds O.K. to 
me. There's not much sense being in this 
mess if we don't have to." He brushed the 
blond hair off his forehead and glanced at 
the heavy traffic on the myriad of bridges 
spanning the Willamette River. Uncon
sciously, he shrugged his shoulders to ad
just the Kevlar protective vest under his 
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LEFT: 
Sniper 
surrenders 
to Portland 
SERT team 
after two
hour siege. 

LOWER 
LEFT: 
Officer 
Barry Cook 
in hospital 
(note bruise 
on chest). 

Photo: Ralph B. Perry 

shirt. He was wearing it as part of a 
12-month police-bureau trial. 

The two officers worked the seven-to
three shift in the predominantly black 
community of north Portland. Fletcher 
had been with the bureau 11 years and 
Cook, a veteran of 18 months in Vietnam, 
four years. 

Fletcher braked to let a car pull out of 
the Holiday Inn parking lot. This section 
of their district consisted of restaurants 
and ·motels that fed off the thousands that 
jammed the Memorial Coliseum almost 
nightly. 

On the west side of the Holiday Inn, 
traffic thinned for a moment but im
mediately jammed again on the south end 
as streets branched onto the freeway. 
Fletcher guided the vehicle around the end 
of the motel and then proceeded back 
along its east side. He angled across the 
three lanes and turned east on Weidler 
Street. 

With the Holiday Inn behind them, 
they crossed the freeway overpass and 
began slowing for a red light. Fletcher 
rhythmically tapped on the steering wheel 
as Cook closed his notebook and slipped 
the pen into his shirt pocket. 

Three Shots 

There were three rapid shots followed 
by a slight vibration in the police car. 

"We' re being shot at!" Fletcher 
shouted. 

For a brief moment of confusion they 
looked about, trying to determine the 
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direction of the shots . Fletcher yanked the 
steering wheel hard to the left and stomp
ed on the throttle. 

"This is Six-20," Cook shouted into the 
mike . "We're receiving fire at Weidler 
and Victoria." 

Smoke swirled from the spinning tires 
as the police car screeched around a 
building and slid to a stop in a iarge park
ing lot. The officers scrambled from the 
vehicle and stood awkwardly, looking in 
all directions. They had a skin-crawling 
sensation of being watched - but from 
where? Where should they take cover? 
Then they saw the holes in the rear of the 
car. There were at least three: two in the 
trunk and one under the rear window. 

The shots had to have come from the 
west. 

Prompted by a feeling of exposure, the 
officers ran toward the building. Fletcher 
covered the northwest corner and Cook 
ran along the east side to the south corner 
close to where their car had been hit. 

Traffic flowed by and a few curious 
motorists glanced over at Cook as he lean
ed against the east side of the building. If 
the shot came from a car, he might as well 
be in a rubber raft surrounded by circling 
sharks. To his front, Weidler Street traffic 
flowed heavily and to his side, Victoria 
Street was lined with cars stopped for a 
light. Behind him, Broadway Avenue was 
choked with commuters and to the west, 
Interstate 5 roared. Beyond the freeway 
loomed the Holiday Inn, and further, the 
Memorial Coliseum. 

His heart was banging against his chest. 

Where was the guy? He glanced at the 
10-story Travel Lodge motel but quickly 
ruled it out - too far east. Then, for one 
gut-wrenching moment, he thought the 
guy might be on the building directly 
above him. He was breathing hard as if he 
had just run a mile . If someone were 
shooting around here , traffic should be 
stopped or rerouted. 

The Holiday Inn. Maybe the shots came 
from the Holiday Inn . 

He heard the shot. 

As he leaned out from the corner to 
look toward the motel , he heard a shot. 
Time stopped. "It 's for me ," he thought, 
"It's for me." And then a bullet smashed 
into his chest. 

For a brief moment his world was 
without motion, without sound. Freeze 
frame. Then, a trememdous force pushed 
him backwards in slow motion. Looking 
down, he saw his tie and shirt slowly lif
ting; there was a jagged hole in the shirt 
front! He was floating downward now, 
his body turning slowly, ever so slowly, 
until his chest crashed heavily onto the 
sidewalk and his head dropped into the 
gutter. 

His eyes were seeing another time, years 
ago when he was a little boy at the beach. 
He could hear sea gulls crying overhead as 
he dug the hole deeper and deeper in the 
sand . Mommy and Daddy would really be 
surprised how deep the hole was. 

It was over his head now and the tide 
was coming in . He continued to dig 
deeper and deeper until the first wave 
roared in and half-filled the hole. The lit
tle boy screamed and clawed at the walls 
of crumbling sand . Overhead , the sea 
gulls screeched and flapped , figh ting over 
a piece of dead fish. 

As the little boy dissolved, Cook felt the 
cold, hard pavement against his face and 
heard a zinging sound as bullets bounced 
off the sidewalk near him . A white 
Volkswagen drove by and it appeared as if 
the driver's head had grown to fill the, en
tire car; his mouth gaped dumbly at the 
wounded officer. No one stopped to help. 

Somehow Cook was on his feet and 
staggering along the building. Distorted 
sounds screamed in his head , grew faint 
and then screamed again . There was no 
color, only grey. He saw Fletcher crouch
ed behind some shrubbery looking toward 
the Holiday Inn. He started to call his 
name but the earth suddenly tilted and he 
thudded to the sidewalk. 

There was a woman 's voice, and hands 
pulling at his shirt. Now there were more 
voices, but he couldn ' t see the people; he 
wanted to see people so badly. The grey 
was gone but everything was in penciled 
outline: buildings, trees, cars. 

Where were the people? 
"He's been shot," a voice said. 
He heard the words . Without thought 

or emotion, he pulled the portable radio 
from his belt and spoke in gasps: "Six-20 
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#300 
CONCEALMENT RIG 

A highly efficient and practical 
three piece concelment rig pro
viding a Summer Special holster 
with sight rails, a #3 MC magazine 
case, and a heavy, top grain 1 % '' 
belt. The price on this rig includes 
sight rails in the holster, providing 
a savings over ordering the items 
separately. 
#300 $50.00 
Plain Natural Finish Only 
Holster only 24.00 
Mag Case only $13.00 
Belt only $17 .00 
1980 Brochure $ 1.00 

MILT SPARKS 
BOX 7 

IDAHO CITY, IDAHO 83631 
(208) 392-6695 

??~o~tO ) BE YOUR OWN GUN EXPERT We show 3:0Wf ~ fOR you how to buy and sel I guns . .. cus-
·~ll~ tomize, repair and accurize them . . . lit 

-· " and finish stocks. Learn all about bal-
'f ~-' l istics .. . black powder .. . how to 

- import guns. 
Graduation from this course does not insure that you 
will get a job. To find out how our graduates have done, 
send for our job placement record. 
We Show You How To Apply for a Federal Firearms 
License Buy and sell guns, ammunition and accessories while you 
are still a student at North American. Start making extra cash almost im
mediately - order guns for others on cost-plus basis with no investment. 

First lesson reveals secret that increases hunting accuracy. 
Your friends won't believe their eyes when they see how your 

shooting Improves.A simple, easy-to-understand chart included 
in your first lesson gives you new accuracy. 

CALL TOl.1.-FREE 
1-800-228-2028 I EXT. 146 

- (Except in Nebraska call (4011 571-4900/Ell.146 
~ ~ CAU ANYTIME- Operators to take your call 24 hours a day, 
:, ,~U1'S~:::." 7 days a week. No cost. No obligation, No salesman will call. 

I iY , OR MAIL COUPON TODAY!--. 
f North American School of Firearms, Dept. RSOAO I 
14500 Campus Drive, University Plaza, Newport Beach, CA 926601 
I Rush me information telling how I may become a GUN PRO. l 
I NAME AGE _ _ , 

: ADDRESS I 
~':'.:'. ____ __ ---~r~;_ _____ ~ - - _:J 
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... I've been hit ... in the chest . . . I 
need · .... an ambulance ... " 

There was loneliness. A deep, dark, 
aching loneliness. He knew he was going 
to die and he felt so very alone. He wanted 
his wife, his kids. Where were the people? 
Then, just as suddenly as it came, the 
loneliness was gone, replaced by an in
tense warmth of well-being. There was no 
more pain , no more stress - he was ready 
to die. 

Fletcher turned-and froze. 

Fletcher was unaware his partner had 
been shot. He was standing at the north
west corner of the building looking 
westward as he heard several shots fired. 
Deciding to rejoin his partner, he ran 
along the north side of the building and 
around the corner. 

He froze. · 
Cook was lying on his back and talking 

into his radio. There were several people 
standing and kneeling around him . 

"He's been shot," one of them said. 
Fletcher spoke rapidly into his radio, 

asking if an ambulance had been ordered. 
Dispatch replied a Buck Ambulance was 
en route. "Good," Fletcher thought, as 
he kneeled beside his partner. ''The 
closest Buck was only two blocks away.' ' 

The wailing siren approached quickly 
and the ambulance pulled onto the lot. 
But the nightmare continued. Several 
rapid shots riddled the side of the am
bulance and blew out a rear tire. The at
tendants bailed from the disabled vehicle 
and ran crouching toward the fallen of
ficer. 

Another ambulance was ordered. 
Cook still could not see people. He was 

not aware of Fletcher's presence or the 
wailing sirens of the approaching police 
cars and ambulance. Hands continued to 
push and probe him. 

A voice said, "Man, this vest saved 
your life." He was lifted and placed on a 
stretcher. The ambulance was moving 
now, but why wasn't there a siren? As his 
vision began to return, he could see an at
tendant speaking into a telephone. He was 
telling someone they were bringing in an 
officer who had been shot in the chest. 

Apprehensively, Cook slowly reached 
down and felt his chest. The uniform shirt 
was opened and his vest loosened. There 
was a large hole in the vest. 

But wait. There was something else. Im
bedded in the nylon threads, directly over 
his heart, was a piece of metal. A slug. 
The slug was in the vest, not in his heart. 
In the vest. 

He was going to live! 

Two-hour Siege 

While Cook was being rushed to the 
hospital, the sniper continued to fire at 
Portlanders from the roof of the Holiday 
Inn. For nearly two hours after the officer 
was shot, dozens of people were pinned 

down, vehicles struck and windows of 
businesses blown out. 

Although the police officer was the only 
person hit, there were many stories that 
occurred as the sniper fired more than 70 
rounds at anything that moved. 

One block from where Cook had been 
hit, a service station attendant heard shots 
and saw the o fficer fall. He began calling 
passing pedestrians into his station to take 
cover. Later, as he ran out to shut off his 
pumps, the sniper fired at him and several 
rounds bounced off the concrete near his 
feet. 

A bicyclist pedaling near the Memorial 
Coliseum heard a shot and saw gravel kick 
up by his feet. Thinking it was a car 
backfiring, he continued riding, enjoying 
the brisk morning. 

A pilot flying a traffic watch plane at 
3,000 feet over the area heard a few shots 
pass by his plane. He was unaware the 
popping noise was a sniper until informed 
by his radio . He then warned the airway's 
traffic control center at Portland Interna
tional Airport to divert aircraft out of the 
area. 

Police Response 

As the sniper continued to fire intermit
tently, nearly 100 police officers poured 
into the area. Several officers took up 
positions on the fifth floor of the Holiday 
Inn to prevent escape from the roof 
through the inside of the motel. Fire 
escapes were kept under surveillance by 
officers positioned on other nearby roofs. 

All streets, freeways and bridges were 
sealed off and pedestrians ordered under 
cover. An eerie silence hung in the air over 
the empty, motionless streets. With ran
dom targets eliminated, the sniper 's rate 
of fire decreased. 

Two blocks away, the Portland Police 
Special Emergency Response Team 
(SERT) positioned themselves on the roof 
of the Travel Lodge motel. A SERT rifle
man fired to keep the sniper pinned down 
while other officers took positions on the 
roof of the Holiday Inn . 

Once the police were in pos1t1on, they 
spoke to the sniper through a bullhorn . · 
They told him to wave if he could hear 
them. Below on the street, hundreds of 
people hiding behind cars and buildings 
saw the man wave his arm. 

He was told to drop his weapons or he 
would be shot. He dropped the rifles on 
the roof, took off his parka and held his 
hands up. 

Slowly the officers approached him . 
The young man who had shot at police, 
motorists, pedestrians and controlled a 
major section of Portland, now stared at 
the barrels of police revolvers and 
shotguns. He was ordered onto his 
stomach and he was handcuffed. 

It was over. 

Continued on page 76 
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OPERATION 
ASSASSINATION 

by George Gordon 

AN astonishing plan by Rhodesia's 
military chiefs to assassinate the top 

echelon of guerrilla leaders has emerged 
since Robert Mugabe's landslide victory. 

Scattered whites in the army, police and 
civil service did everything in their power 
to destroy evidence of their plans and ac
tivities as Rhodesia became Zimbabwe. 

Shredders and incinerators operated 
night and day as tons of documents rang
ing from sanctions-busting secrets to the 
inside story of covert .military operations 
were obliterated. But some survived. 

Among them were details of the assassi
nation plan - the most explosive and em
barrassing of them all. 

As late as June 1979, while the build-up 
to the Lancaster House talks and the 
Commonwealth conference were under 
way, the military still wanted to kill the 
guerrilla leaders. 

A Chuckle That Almost 
Cost Nkomo His Life 

Top of the list was Joshua Nkomo, 
whose guerrillas had downed two civilian 
viscount aircraft. When Nkomo claimed 
responsibility in a broadcast, horrified 
Rhodesians heard him chuckle over the 
slaughter. It was a chuckle which could 
have cost him his life. 

The military think tank was considering 
the d isastrous failure of Bishop 
Muzorewa 's amnesty plan for guerrillas 
and suggesting courses of action. 

They recommended: "An attempt 
should be made to take out the top 
echelon of the terrs [terrorists], e.g. 
Nkomo, Mugabe, Josiah Tongogara and 
Rex Nhongo. This would seriously affect 
terr morale and throw them into disarray. 
Obviously this is easier said than done, 
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but should always be part of the aim." 
Unknown to the authors of the report 

at that time, "Operation Assassination" 
had already been planned in detail and the 
first attempt had been made. The clandes
tine attack had carried the war into the 
heart of the Zambian capital of Lusaka. 

Rounding Up The 
Hit Team 

The orders to kill Joshua Nkomo were 
given to the country's elite SAS unit - a 
unit comprising 110 men, the majority of 
whom had been trained by the SAS in Bri
tain and then retired to enlist in Salisbury. 

While the Rhodesian Selous Scouts got 
most of the publicity and the glamour im
age, it was in fact the SAS which was the 
rebel colony's hardest-hitting force. 

It was in early April that 25 of the 
SAS's most experienced men were called 
in and assembled on the banks of Lake 
Kariba. The location was an isolated 
peninsula not far from the huge dam 
which supplies the bulk of both Zambia's 
and Zimbabwe's hydro-electric power. 

They arrived in Land Rovers with a 
massive array of armament, including 
mounted Browning machine guns. The 
following day a delivery van negotiated 
the winding dirt track to the camp. Inside 
were more than two dozen Zambian mili
tary uniforms complete with helmets and 
webbing. Cans of spray paint were also 
part of the delivery, and in the course of a 
few days, seven Land ·Rovers were con
verted to Zambian camouflage. 

The final recruit was the Kariba ferry
boat owner. Like every other Rhodesian 
white, he was subject to military call up. 
One night, after discharging the last of the 
dwindling tourist trade, the owner receiv-

ed a visit from the officers. 
"You have been called up," he was 

told, "and when you report, bring your 
boat." 

He was reminded of the Official Secrets 
Act, which he was still subject to, and 
handed the map references of the SAS 
camp. 

His final instruction was: "Don't bring 
your African boatmen." 

On 10 April, the ferryboat chugged out 
of the resort town and vanished behind 
one of the lush tropical islands which dot 
the lake. Over the next two days a team of 
engineers rehearsed from . dawn to dusk 
the loading and unloading of the Land 
Rovers. 

By 12 April, the death of Joshua 
Nkomo had been planned to the last 
detail. Air surveys, detailed street maps 
and photographs of his home were in the 
hands of the assassination team. 

In the late afternoon, a Rhodesian 
police spotter plane cruised low over the 
lake, crossed the international boundary 
and photographed a disused track leading 
from the side of a peninsula and winding 
through the Zambian bush. 

At this point Nkomo was the only miss
ing factor. The guerrilla leader was , accor
ding to Rhodesian intelligence, due back 
in Lusaka on 12 April, but a network of 
spies in Lusaka reported that he was still 
away. Their information was that he was 
in the Tanzanian capital of Dar-es-Salaam 
consulting with President Julius Nyerere. 

Off For Lusaka 

On 14 April, a radio signal reached the 
SAS band - Nkomo had landed at 
Lusaka Airport. By noon the Kariba ferry 
had been loaded. Bundles of rope and 
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Rhodesian SAS Just Misses 
Nkomo in Zam·bia 

lengths of canvas were used to obscure the 
cargo . On board, the SAS team played 
cards , smoked and watched the lengthen
ing shadqws across the lake. 

At 5 p. m. the ferryboat cast o ff and 
chugged gently up the lake into the setting 
sun. Just short of Bumi Hill s it turned, 
cruised down the international boundary 
line and then headed for the Zambian 
shore . 

It was the expedition 's make-o r-break 
po int. One shot, one shout of alarm 
wou ld have terminated the operation . 

The boat edged into the lee of the 
peni nsul a and anchored in the shadows. 
One by one the Land Rovers were brought 
ashore . A radio signal was sent to the base 
camp and in to tal darkness the seven 
vehicles moved off. 

Approaching Along 
An Almost Impassable Road 

Nkomo was scheduled to die at 1 a.m. , 
and speed was essential. The convoy had 
to approach the main Lusaka road from 
the west . Military intelligence had reveal
ed that the direct road from Chirundu was 
crawling with Zambian arm y uni ts . There 
were road blocks and check points. The 
gamble was that by coming in high up 
they would pass unhindered. 

The track proved almost impassable. 
Fallen trees , thick undergrowth and 
boulders barred the way . Large sections 
had been washed away by tropical 
downpours. 

In the sweltering heat of the Zambesi 
valley the SAS men with blackened faces 
sweated and winched their vehicles for
ward . One Land Rover had to be aban
doned. 

When the party finally reached the out
skirts of Chango village they were two 
hours behind schedule. The convoy sped 
up and headed northwest towards Maza
buka. Headlights were switched on, and 
short of Mazabuka the convoy hit the 
junction which would lead them to the 
Lusaka road. 

The main concern was Kafue and the 
one narrow bridge which spanned the 
Kafue River. Two Zambian units were sta
tioned either side of it; an ack-ack and a 
light-infantry regiment. The convoy rolled 
through the sleeping town and one rifle
carrying soldier gave a lazy salute to the 
lead vehicle . The bridge was unguarded. 
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At 2:40 a.m . the six vehicles reached the 
outskirts of sleeping Lusaka. They roared 
through the broad , well-lit and largely 
deserted street s, swept through In
dependence Avenue and wove through the 
sleeping suburbs to United Nations 
Avenue and then on to Ch isidza Crescent 
and Brentwood Road. 

On their left were the British High 
Commission residences and a few hun
dred yards farther on to the right was the 
heavily guarded State House, residence of 
President Kenneth Kaunda. 

Nkomo's home, formerly the Zambian 
prime minister' s residence , lay at the apex 
of a triangle straddling the plot between 
President's Lane and Nyerere Road. The 
convoy split to approach the green-roofed 
bungalow from both sides. 

The building was surrounded by a high 
wire fence which was draped with sacking 
for security purposes. Beyond the sacking 
the SAS men could see faint lights from 
inside the house. 

Battering. Down 
The Front Gate 

At 3 a.m. the attack was launched. A 
Land Rover with a mounted machine gun 
rammed the main gate in Nyerere Road . 
The screaming of the engine and the 
smash of metal woke two guards dozing 
on Nkomo' s veranda . 

For the first time in the carefully pre
pared plan of action the SAS discovered 
that their basic information was wrong . 
The gate, which should have been pad
locked, was closed with a massive steel 
chain . It sustained the Land Rover's 
charge. 

Fire poured out from the guards on the 
veran.da. One of them died in a return 
volley from the machine gun. The Land 
Rover reversed back and hurtled into the 
double gate. 

This time the chain snapped. The gates 
were torn from their hinges and the first 
attack vehicle was inside the grounds. By 
then, heavy small-arms fire was pouring 
from the lounge windows. 

Shots were also coming from the lawn 
in front of the house. Unknown to the 
SAS men, a ZIPRA unit had bedded 
dowri on the lawn in sleeping bags and 
bedrolls . 

By then the full SAS team was in posi
tion . Two Land Rovers were on the 

Nyerere side of the house and two more 
were on the President 's Lane side. 

The carefully-worked-out arcs o f fire 
were ringing the bungalow; no one could 
move in or out and live through the cu r
tain of automatic fire. 

Only the fringe activities were hamper
ing the operation. A stream of bullets 
poured suddenly from one of three ser
vants' huts behind the SAS men. The 
shattering blast of two hand grenades lob
bed through the window ended the fire. 

From Nkomo's prized rockery a ma
chine gun opened up with tracer rounds 
causing the first SAS casualty. The soldier 
sending magazine after magazine of bul 
lets through the lounge window was sud
denly catapulted across the lawn . The 
weapon was apparently being fired with 
the butt jammed into the earth . 

When the wounded SAS man started to 
return the fire he watched arc a ft er arc of 
tracer ripping through the sacking on the 
fence. Within minutes it was blazing furi
ously, bath ing the battle scene in an eerie 
red glow. Fire was still pouring from the 
bungalow windows and there was a sec
ond SAS casualty on the President' s Lane 
side. 

In Go The RPGs 

The ZIPRA men in the lounge were 
now firing more effectively at the attack
ing force. The SAS employed one of the 
guerrilla's favorite weapons - used 
against countless Rhodesian farms - an 
RPG rocket. . 

It zipped through the shreds of glass 
still clinging to the broken frame of the 
lounge windows and exploded with a mas
sive crump against the interior wall. A sec
ond rocket went in through the bedroom 
and the two main centers of fire were 
silenced . In the orders from the Salisbury 
Command , no one was to be left alive in
side the bungalow . The SAS proceeded to 
carry out the instructions with ruthless ef
ficiency. 

In the tree-lined streets around the bat
tle ground, lights had gone on .in bed
rooms . Startled residents, including the 
British High Commission staff, could 
hear the screams of the wounded . 

Inside the bungalow, a white core of 
flame was roaring through the roof from 
somewhere near the center of the struc
ture. Shrapnel had hit either a gas main or 
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gas cylinders. SAS men advanced across 
the lawn clutching four-pound fragmen
tation .bombs. 

Shots were still zipping through the 
trees, but as far as the attackers could tell 
they were coming from President 
Kaunda's guards inside the grounds of 
State House. 

The bombs were lobbed , through the 
windows and exploded in an almost con
tinuous roar, blasting away roof tiles and 
showering the SAS men with debris. 

Searching For 
Nkomo 's Body 

~nside nothing lived. The bungalow was 
a skeleton with the remains of a roof sup
ported by the exterior walls. The SAS men 
move_d _in and searched the ruin . 

Bodies were turned over cind documents 
collected from smashed filing cabinets, 
but there was no sign of the unmistakable 
280-pound frame of Joshua N'komo. 

"They got th.e bloody information 
wrong," commented one of tbe searchers. 
Three whistle blasts were heard over the 
crackle of the burning timber and the 
Rhodesians pulled out. 

Two vehicles had already left for target 
number .two on the_ agenda - Liberty 
House, the headquarters of ZIPRA and 
other African guerrilla groups . Four 
vehicles linked up 200 yards from the 
bungalow at the junction of Ngumbo 
Ro~d . There one of the Land Rovers sput
tered to a halt. 

Behind them shots were still being fired . 
A sm<J.ll saloon car pulled up outside the 
burning bungalow. Two women started 
screaming and the car abruptly U-turned 
and raced off past the Lusaka golf course. 

One of the SAS meri lifted the bonnet 
of the stalied Land Rover and looked 
down 9n the smashed remnants of ft.iel 
and water pipes. The vehicle was unload
ed_, despite the uproar coming from far
ther down the road, and was blown _up. 
The increased noise from the bungalow 
was later attributed to the emergence of a 
gang of guerrillas who were sleeping in 
one of the other servant huts ·when the at
tack took place. After it was over they 
poured out, ditching their weapons and 
fleeing for safety up 'President's Lane. 

Racing For Safety 

The th(ee-vehicle convoy raced .to 
Liberty House near Libila School. There 
the, attack was well unde,r way. SAS men 
had slipped in past dozing guards, planted 
charges and then, had been spotted on the 
way out. · As the Nkomo. tearri drew up, 
massive explosions could be heard, 
followed by heavy small-arms fire. 

With dawn less than an hour away, the 
third t<\rget had to be abandoned. It was 
the main Government store, housing 
thousands of weapons which were finding 
their way into guerrilla hands. The plan 
had been to blow it up along with two 
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petrol dumps on either side. 
The attack fo rce raced . for Kafue Bridge 

- the only exit. They hit the bridge at 70 
miles an hour, determined to shoot their 
way through any opposition. In the pale 
dawn light a solitary sentry waved them 
through. · 

As the sun came up the SAS men were 
on the track leading up to the shores of 
Kariba . Three of the team had been 
wounded. Back in Lusak'a spotter planes 
were sweeping the districts. Road blocks 
ringed the city and dozens of Europeans 
were rounded up for questioning. 

To this day, the Zambian military have 
no clear idea of how the operation was 
carried out. The most popular theory was 
that the attackers had come in by air. 

On the bumpy track to the lake the con
voy stopped to spare the injured further 
pain. A helicopter raced across the lake 
and lifted them to the hospital. 

Farther down the track, two army 
mechanics stood beside the Land Rover 
which had been abandoned. It was in full 
working order. The Kariba ferry made 
one more race across the lake, and by 9 
a.m . the task force was home. 

The mission had struck a devastating 
blow at the guerrillas, but the main objec
tive had not been achieved . In Lusaka, 
Nkomo admitted he wasn't in the bunga
low, but he did say, "I think they wanted 
to kidnap me." Later he changed his story 
and claimed he crawled out of a lavatory 
window and escaped. 

The SAS knew differently. No one had 
crawled anywhere. No one inside the 
bungalow had survived. 

In Salisbury the Rhodesian Supreme 
Military Commander, Lt. Gen. Peter 
Walls, who had approved the operation, 
called a press conference. Asked if the 
plan was to kill Nkomo, he replied eva-

sively: "Our record shows that if we had 
wanted to kill Nkomo we would have 
done so." 

Other Attempts? 

In the final days of white rule, Robert 
Mugabe escaped death by seconds when a 
bomb exploded behind a car taking him to 
the Fort Victoria Airport. The bomb was 
detonated by the touching of two wires. A 
police helicopter was on the scene within 
three minutes but there were no arrests . 

After Mugabe's victory , Gen . Walls, so 
long the backbone and hero of the figh t
ing whites, was given the coldest reception 
of his career by both the Selous Scouts 
and the SAS. "Of course we blame the 
general," said one of the embittered 
soldiers . " We understood that Mugabe 
would never live to see the votes 
counted." 

The third name on the military c,ieath 
list was Josiah . Tongogara, Mugabe's 
military commander. He died in a car 
crash shortly after the Lancaster House 
agreement was signed. 

Amid mounting suspicions regarding 
the circumstances, a Salisbury mortician 
was flown to Mozambique. His report was 
that the military commander had died of a 
broken neck. A length of car bumper had 
also penetrated his chest. 

The final name on the list was Tongo
gara's deputy, Rex Nhongo. Today he 
works alongside Gen . Walls, deeply in
volved in the integration of the once war
ring armies. 

Reprinted with permission of the 
London Daily Mail 
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BIANC·HI CUP MATCH 
by Ken Hackathorn 

ONE of the new . faces at the Bianchi 
Cup Invitational this year was not a 

face at all. Gone was the International 
Practical Shooting Confederation (IPSC) 
silhouette target, replaced by a new 
headless target introduced by Ray Chap
man and dubbed R2D2 by the con
testants, due to its tombstone shape, 
reminiscent of the Star Wars favorite. 

The new design, aimed at placating 
those who object to shooting at humanoid 
targets, gave rise to few complaints among 
the privileged participants because they 
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realized that the "Cup" is not a practical 
match - neither by design nor applica
tion. A strictly dynamic shooting event, 
more diversified and challenging than 
either the National Rifle Association 
(NRA) Bull's-eye or the stylized Practical 
Pistol Course (PPC) game, the Bianchi 
Cup is special, and precision shooting is 
the name of the game. 

John Bianchi and his staff are to be 
congratulated on this year's outstanding 
shooting events, the courses of fire receiv
ing nothing but praise from the by-invi
tation-only shooters. The quality atmos
phere and first-class range facilities were 
provided by the Ray Chapman Academy 
Range in Columbia, Mo. - a lavish set-

up compared to what is normally en
countered on private shooting ranges. The 
organization, administration, accom
modations and entertainment were all 
top-notch. 

The same four courses of fire were shot 
this year as in the 1979 tournament. It 
cloes not concern Chapman or Bianchi 
that this trend might .lead to specialization 
in guns and gear; in fact, they would 
prefer to see the event become a :fi!M'CiiaJiz
ed game with a following of only top-level 
competitors. Bianchi wants to promote 
sport pistol shooting as a big-money spor
ting event such as golf or tennis. If it 
could be recognized as such, with the ac
companying media and public interest, he 
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Last year's Bianchi Cup winner Ron 
Lerch with his six-inch Hoag 
longslide. Lerch finished ninth 
overall in the '80 match. 

feels it would enhance the sporting aspects 
of handguns in our society. 

John Bianchi puts his money where his 
mouth is, as evidenced by the time and 
money donated by the Bianchi Company. 
Thanks to Bianchi's capable sponsorship, 
the firearms industry supported this event 
with the most impressive list of prizes and 
awards for any handgun competition to 
date. This is a clear sign of their approval 
of John Bianchi's goals. Those of us in 
the pistol-shooting community should be 
most appreciative of the donors, sponsors 
and supporters of the Bianchi Cup. 

A strong attempt is being made to in 
terest the NRA in supporting the tourna
ment. Among NRA staff members pres
ent to observe and oversee were Harlon 
Carter, the keynote speaker; Col. Charles 
Askins and his son Bill; and G.W. 
"Elliot" Ness, who was in charge of the 
scoring and target operations, and is well
known in NRA shooting circles as a top 
official in competition scoring and tour
nament record division - a strong show
ing of interest for a fledgling event. 

Regardless of shooting-discipline back
grounds, precision was the ultimate objec
tive of each competitor. A rundown of the 
four individual matches is as follows : 

Match One 

The Practical Match consisted of a total 
of 48 shots fired at 10, lS, 2S and SO 
yards. From the 10-yard line each contes
tant fi red one round at each of two targets 
in three seconds. Starting position for this 
and two of the other matches was hand 
shoulder-high. On the second signal , the 
shooter shot twice at each target in four 
seconds. Then on the third signal, he fired 
three rounds on each target with the weak 
hand only in eight seconds. At the 1 S-, 2S
and SO-yard positions, these basic com
binations were repeated, except the weak
hand stage was shot only at the 10-yard 
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line. Times were increased slightly as the 
ranges increased. 

Top shooters in this match had to pay 
careful attention to the front sight, and 
most of those that shot well in this event 
went prone at both the 2S- and SO-yard 
line. Southern California champion 
shooter Mickey Fowler won the 1980 
Practical Match with a score of 476-28X. 
Match One wa sponsored by Gun World 
Magazine and, fo r his fine performance, 
Fowler won a trophy and $SOO. 

Match Two 

The Barricade Match was highly 
favored by the Police PPC crowd. This 
match required the contestant to shoot at 
a target from the right side of a barricade 
six times in six seconds from the 10-yard 
line. This was then repeated from the op
posite side of the barricade at another 
target. Shooters moved back to lS, 25, 

and 3S yards to repeat the sequence with 
one second added for each increase in 
distance. 

Most competitors found the right ide 
easy, but lost valuable points from the left 
side of the barricade. Last year's third 
place overall winner Mike Murray, of Up
per Arlington, Ohio , shot the Barricade 
Match down two points for a 478-34X. 
For his excellence, Murray took home a 
silver punch set and $SOO, provided by the 
Barricade Match sponsor, Guns & Ammo 
Magazine. 

Match Three 

The Moving Target Match, one of the 
more interesting events to watch, was 
sponsored by the American Handgunner. 

The big guns. Mickey Fowler (left) 
won Matches 1 and 3 while Mike 
Murray (right) won Matches 2 and 4. 



This year's winner came as no surprise. 
Fowler proved that the training and prac
tice he and hjs friends from the famous 
Southwest Pistol League put in -on the 
moving target really pays off. For his win
ning score of- 467-24X in this event , 
Fowler won a Devel Corp.-modified 
custom .45 Colt auto as well as $500. 

Match Four 

Called the Falling Plates, and nick
named the "fatal" plates by many of the 
contestants, this match consisted- of 
shooting 48 round metal plates, each eight 
inches in diameter. Two strings of six 
shots were fired from distances of 10, 15, 
20 and 25 yards. At 10 yard~ the time for 
six shots was six seconds. Each increase in 
firing position added one second's time; 
thus at 25 yards contestants had nine 
seconds tq hit six plates. 

Clearly, for most shooters this was the 
heartbreaker. You knocked the plate over 
to get ten points. If it remained standing 
you got zero. To be honest, it seemed easy 
to change your focus to the plates instead 
of the front sight. At close range you 
didn"t see how you could miss. But, oh, 
was it easy to miss! If you missed the 
eight-inch ring on the regular targets by a 
fraction of an inch, all you lost was -two 
points. 

On the plates, such a shot would cost 
you 10 points. That really hurt many good 
shooters. I would say that most of those 
that made it into the top 30 positions did 
so because they were good on the plates . 
Murray won the Falling Plate Match; he 
shot 48 times and knocked over 48 plates, 
getting a perfect score of 480. He is the 
only person to do it to date. For his cool 
skill and calm manner, Sturm, Ruger -& 
Co. , sponsor of this event, presented him 
with a custom revqlver and a Gold Kru
gerrand. 

Each match consisted of 48 shots with a 
possible total of 480 po-ints. The total 
possible score was 1920 points. This year's 
winner had a total of 1879-85X. Most 
observers could guess who he would be -
and they were not surprised. 

Bianchi Winners 

Fowler, the 1979 U.S. IPSC champion, 
was the man that everyone watched in the 
1980 -Bianchi Cµp. He ~hot like a profes
sionai arid redeemed himself froin last 
year's second-place finish. For Fowler's 
smooth performance he took home 
$3,000, the Bianchi Cup Silver Trophy, a 
custom silver-and-gold -trophy buckle and 
a S&W M-629 stainless-steel .44 magnum. 

Second place overall was taken by a 
score of 1851-47X shot by Connecticut 
State Trooper Dave Bates. Bates was a 
fourth place finisher in -the 1979 "Cup," 
and had certainly prepared himself for the 
events. As one of New England's top PPC 
shooters, his skili at precision shooting 
gave testimony to the control necessary to 
get in the winner's circle. 
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John Bianchi (left) presents 1980 Bianchi Cup to Mickey Fowler. 

Second-place prize money of $1,500, 
plus awards and the Soldier of Fortune 
prize of a H&K 7.62 M91 rifle and P9 
pistol valued at $1,200 was good reason 
for Bates tb be pleased with his perfor
mance. 

Third-place winner was Colorado PPC 
shooter Paul Jones. Jones took home 
$1,000, a limited-edition Ruger revolver 
set and other prizes. 

Tom Campbell was fourth, shooting his 
favorite experimental "Supergun," a 
special combination Model 52-59 9qim 
auto. Mark Duncan took fifth place and 
John Shaw sixth. Gavin Carson of South 
Africa finished seventh. Eighth place was 
taken by Craig Wood of Vermont, and 
last year's Bianchi -Cup champion Ron 
Lerch, of California, ended up in ninth 
place. Dennis Sundermeyer of Michigan 
came in tenth . Of the top 10 finishers, five 
were from the IPSC discipline and five 
from PPC's ranks. 

The ladies' event was won by South 
African IPSC shooter Edith Aimeida. 
Almeida finished well ahead of many of 
the men, and few male contestants would 
dispute her skill with a .45 auto. Second-

place lady, casey Considine, and third 
place, Heidi Lippmeier, both from the 
Cincinnati, Ohio area, shot Colt .45 
autos. 

Shooting Times Magazine sponsored 
the International Event of 37 overseas 
con(estants out of a total of 196 shooters. 
Those nations represented were Germany, 
Luxembourg, Belgium, South Africa, 
Austria, France, Switzerland, Guam and 
Rhodesia. The top international shooter 
was South Africa's Gavin Carson . He is 
well known to those who follow the IPSC 
circuit. His skill in any pistol-shooting 
discipline is excellent. Using a borrowed 
pistol and gear, Carson came in seventh 
place overall, won the first place interna
tional plaque, $1,000 and a H&K .308 rifle 
and scope. 

Second place in the International Event 
went to P~ter Kressibucher of Switzer
land, who shot a beautiful custom Sig 210 
9mm auto. Andre Bates of South Africa 
was t-he third-place finisher. The conduct 
of the foreign guests was superb and gave 
the Bianchi Cup a representation of some 
of the finest people in the pistol-shooting 
game. 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 35 



~ve.r~ll champ~on ~ickey Fowler recovers from recoil of his Hoag Custom 
s1x-mch longshde m 25-yard moving-target match. 

It has become clear that choosing 
custom handguns is the general rule for 
this Bianchi Cup series of courses of fire. 
While a few stock Gold Cups were used, 
few if any of the better shooters shot 
anything but expensive custom handguns . 
All wheelgun shooters relied on custom 
PPC revolvers, with Ron Powers' work 
being most popular. Auto pistols used by 
top-level contestants were examples of the 
big-name pistolsmiths' best work. Al
though smiths such as Clark, Swensen, 
Pachmayr and Wilson had their guns in 
the top 20 positions, majority choice was 
the longslide Colt .45 auto by gunsmith 
Jim Hoag. T his year's "Cup" champion 
Mickey Fowler used a six-inch Hoag, as 
did last year's winner Ron Lerch. Anyone 
who is serious about competing in future 
Bianchi Cup Matches, should consider a 
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good custom PPC revolver or longslide 
auto. 

The Chapman Academy range was 
made available to various manufacturers 
and pistolsmiths for their displays. Austin 
and Frank Behlert provided on-the-spot 
gun repair , as well as a complete line of 
their custom-pistol work. Colt, Smith & 
Wesson, Ruger and Heckler & Koch all set 
up displays, and Devel, Bill Wilson, Dick 
Cra~ford , Richard Heine and Armand 
Swenson showed off their wares. 

John Farnam set up his excellent train
ing exercise for those shooters who wished 
to try it for fun. Farnam provided 
pointers and expla ined tactics. Many top 
gamesman shooters tried Farnam 's shoot· 
ing drill which proved they would be com
mitting suicide in a real-li fe fight. Hitt ing 

the target was no problem, but using sim
ple defen sive tactics was out of the ques
tion . 

Leather goods used in the 1980 Bianchi 
Cup strongly favored the Bianchi line. 
This is due to the strong effort of Dick 
Nickols and the Bianchi Leathergoods 
staff to provide ho lsters that meet the de
mand of shooters. Custom makers such as 
Gordon Davis and Milt Sparks still set the 
pace, but Bianchi has used their ideas and 
combined them to create good business. 

The .38 special rounds used by PPC re
volver shooters in the 1980 even t were 
prett y evenly split between factory SWC 
ball and reloads of 158-grain SWC on top 
of 3.5 grains of Bull's-eye. The .45 auto 
shooters favored a 200-grain H&G No. 68 
SWC bullet loaded on top of 4.2 grains of 
Bull's-eye . All shooters received prizes, 
and the list of money and prizes is the 
largest ever awarded in any pistol-shoot
ing event. Next year's Bianchi Cup pro
mises to be even bigger. Those interested 
in a ttending the 198 1 event should write: 
Bianchi Cup Invitational Pistol Tourna
ment, Dept. SOF, 100 Calle Cortez, 
Temecula, CA 92390, for details. 

1980 BIANCHI CUP 
Winner 

Match One ........... Mickey Fowler 
Match Two . .... ....... Mik~,Mu(ray 
Match Three ......... Mickey Fowler 
Match Four .... .... ... Mike Murray 

International Event 
1. Gavin Carson . .... ... . . 1'8;21-73'i: 
2. Peter Kressibucher . .... 1744-41'.X 
3. Andre Botas ...... . .... 1718-42}( 
4. Sidney Thorne.: ....... 1694-17)(; 
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Walls with .vertical lines should be passed in an upright position. 

the attacker approaches in an erratic, pat~ 
ternless fashion. If a sentry generally 
focuses his attention on one area, ap
proach him 180 degrees from that area. 

Eclianis realized that, directly after 
eating, the body requires more energy for 
digestion , and a sentry is less attentive, 
slower to react and less sensitive to sub
conscious input. He knew a sentry who 
goes on duty directly after sleep requires 
up to 30 minutes for good visual acuity. A 
sentry whose normal sleeping time comes 
directly at duty's end is mentally prepar
ing himself for sleep and is less sensitive 
and alert. 

Pay particular attention to camouflage 
requirements of the final-approach area. 
Walls with vertical lines or s\ladows 
should be passed in an upright position, 
horizontal lines or shadows in a stomach 
crawl. Areas of noisy surfacing such as 
cinders or gravel may have to be skirted if 
background sound will not cover the ap
proach. 

These detailed observations are relevant 
to the two major problems in removing a 
sentry with hand-to-hand combat techni
ques, the first o f which is covering the last 
three to five feet to the target. The second 
is elimination of the target silently and 
with the least visual disturbance possible. 

Sixth-Sense· Awareness 

Echanis observed both ·in training and 
live operations that most failures occurred 
in the approach 's last few feet - and for 
no obvious reason. The target, suddenly 
nervous and vaguely uncomfortable, 
would usually turn toward the direction of 
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the attack. In our trammg exercises a 
common factor in these failures became 
apparent to both of us. A "sixth sense" 
was involved - projection on the part of 
the attacker and reception by the target. 

Now we were getting into an area on 
which both of us had been working in
dependently for some time: application of 
mind-control practices to combat. Our 
approach to and the results of our ex
perimentation with applied mind control 
were remarkably similar. Observe several 
systems that teach and use various forms 
of mind control, strip them of ritual and 
dogma, distill what's left into the basics 
and forge a simple practical system from 
the results. 

The first correction in technique we 
tried was something Echanis had already 
been playing with. The attacker momen
tarily halts forward progress just outside 
that three- to five-foot r.ange, mentally 
and physically prepares himself to close 
the gap "in the form of a tiger," and then 
closes the gap in a totally concentrated, 
lightning-quick strike. 

This correction produced better results 
but did not improve the success rate 
enough, because the speed and straight 
line of attack did not allow for any 
changes in covering the last five feet. If 
the target moved even slightly, failures oc
curred. Secondly, the momentum gener
ated in this "lightning charge" limited the 
variety of techniques that could be used 
and usually created more visual distur
bance, making risk of detection by oth·er 
sentries more probable . Third, even 
though the time expended to close the gap · 
was short, the target invariably tensed or 
started to r.eact prior to contact - evi:n 

At first contact, crossgrab right-rear 
quarter of-target's head i!-Dd jerk 

when the approach was made in absolute 
silence or had heavy background noise to 
cover it. 

Wedge-of-Steel Feeling 

After testing this approach on ourselves 
and on other willing - and unwilling -
subjects, we noticed identical sensations 
just prior to contact. It felt as though a 
wedge of steel was flying blade-end first to 
the pack of the neck. After working to in
crease our ability to feel these projections, 
we could sense this easily, and we assumed 
that most targets would "feel" this pro
jection subconsciously and that their sub
conscious awareness would cause a con
scious physical reaction. 

To further test our conclusion, we went 
back to a more conventional sentry-stalk
ing approach, the "creep-up-slowly-and
silently-to-body-contact" technique. We 
found this produced a feeling that slowly 
"washed or oozed" over the upper body, 
particularly the neck. The problem with 
this approach, as mentioned earlier, was 
that the long interval required to close the 
last five feet gave the target enough time 
to translate subconscious awareness into 
conscious action. 

At this point, with the problem well 
defined, we had two possible courses of 
action: either control the target's mental 
processes to "inhibit" reception of 
"sixth-sense" feeling or restrain the at
tacker's projections. Neither Echanis nor 
I had had success with the former, and we 
decided to concentrate on the latter. 

Because of the high emotion involved in 
deadly combat, we assumed that these 
projections generated from an emotional 
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around and down at 40° angle. Step 
under direction of target's fall. 

center. From prior research we believed 
this center existed near the solar plexus. 
Because freezing a physical object meant 
slowing down or stopping that object's ac
tivity, we devised a mental process to 
"freeze" this center. 

The process consisted generally of con
centrating the mind to direct a powerful 
autosuggestion to this center, strong 
enough to almost feel the coldness in the 
solar plexus. After gaining some success in 
maintaining this feeling while moving to
wards a practice dummy, we developed a 
closed-in sensation like being wrapped in 
a soundproof cocoon . Actual testing of 
this technique was delayed for several 
months, but we felt confident at the time 
that we could improve the success rate in 
closing the last three to five feet of the 
final approach. 

Movement As Solution 

Suppressing emotional projections did 
not entirely solve the problem. Echanis 
seemed to have more success than I did in 
approaching the target without revealing 
his presence. Since, in most cases, quickly 
closing the interval was necessary, and 
suppressing the vibrations of quick, sharp 
movements was more difficult than sup
pressing slow, careful movements, we 
would have to devise some method of 
movement that would be quick but not 
project ahead of the physical movement. 

In observing Echanis, I noticed he had 
acquired a bouncing, rolling step which 
became more pronounced just before con
tact with the target. He said this move
ment provided him with a base from 
which to literally explode into removal ac
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Twisted neck exposes carotid artery 
to blade. Target will fall in direction 
of attacker's discretion because of 
neck manipulation. Drive hand 

tion. Analyzing this method , we came up 
with the following: 

I) This movement is a circular techni
que. An attack can be initiated from any 
point in a true circular movement, giving 
flexibility to improvise quickly. 

2) Circular technique requires lightness 
and relaxation. A light, relaxed feeling 
equals a silent approach relative to sentry 
removal. 

3) The circular nature of this movement 
seems to contain the projected vibrations 
within itself as long as no definite starts 
and stops, or other straight-lirie motions 
occur during the movement. 

Applied mind control in this instance 
worked logically . Thought precedes every 
action; in order to move with a circular 
motion, the combatant must think the cir
cular movement first. Willing the body to 
move in a circular motion requi res the 
mind to generate circular thoughts and 
feelings. Inhibiting thought and emo
tional projections, not thoughts and emo
tions, is the objective. In general, in
hibiting projections during linear 
thoughts and actions requires suppression 
from within. 

This ran contrary to what Echanis call
ed generating 100-percent-emotional con
tent for use in combat. It is extremely dif
ficult to generate high levels of emotional 
ferocity for critical moments in deadly 
combat, and at the same time try to sup
press it to prevent discovery. Consciously 
willing thoughts and emotions to move in 
a circle, confined to the space occupied by 
the physical body, places no limits on the 
level of intensity created when one is 
silently stalking a sentry. To the contrary, 
generating circular thoughts creates a 

holding knife in opposite direction 
of falling target. Curve of the blade 
on "Echanis warrior knife" draws it 
deeper into exposed area. 

snowball effect as the momentum feeds 
upon itself. 

The circular stepping movements and 
mental control of emotional projections 
provided us with a vastly improved 
method of body-contact sentry removal. I 
don't know if Echanis was able to test this 
system in combat, but we did discuss and 
work on some removal techniques that 
were compatible with this new approach 
system, one of which is illustrated with 
this article. 

ECHANIS ON 
SILENT KILLING 

Mike Echanis planned to write nine 
volumes on the art of silent killing, but 
had completed only three when he was 
killed in Nicaragua. 

These volumes are Knife Self
Defense, Knife Throwing and Stick 
Fighting. They are published by 
O'Hara Publications, Inc., 1847 W. 
Empire Ave., Burbank, CA 9I504 
(phone: 213-843-4444). 

The rest of Echanis' material re
mains in manuscript notes, photo
graphs and the recollections of fellow 
workers such as Randy Wanner. So far 
as we know there are no plans to 
publish this fragmentary material -
but if we learn of future publication 
we'll announce it in Bulletin Board. 

-M.L. Jones 
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by John Annerino 

Photos: Dick Yetman 

I 'M going to run across that? 
My companion , veteran canyoneer Reg 

Hudson, nods silently, then ta kes a long 
drag from his cigarette. 

Standing here on the very edge of the 
south rim, it' s hard to comprehend the 
magnitude of what I'm about to attempt: 
an unprecedented - in modern times -
170-mile run through the Grand Canyon . 

If success ful, I'll prove the feasibi lity of 
my theory that ancient Hopi runners used 
an inner-canyon trade route to reach dis
tant Havasupai villages when inclement 
wint er weather prevented them from using 
their usual route atop the south rim . 

However if I fail, it may prove only 
that my two years of arduous physical 
training and mental preparation are insuf
ficient for a multi-day run through what 
man y consider to be the most sublime and 
awesome arena on earth. Assuming, that 
is, I survive its numerous dangers. 

It's 4:45 a .m ., still too dark to begin the 
first of many strides down Tanner Trail, 
along the Colorado River , across Tonto 
Plateau, and out the Esplanade formation 
to the finish at Apache Point. Hudson 
rolls another Prince Albert, while I con
tinue staring pensively into the maw. 

I'll follow the . trail of primitive man 
across the Grand Canyon. I know the 
deck is stacked against me. Distances in 
the Canyo n are so vas t, they' re frequentl y 
incomprehensible to urban dwellers. To 
make matters more interesting, trails in 
the Canyon are few, vertical barriers as 
numero us as they are imposing and water 
scarce, often nonexistent. 

My primary concern, however, is my 
left ankle. I'd virtually destroyed it during 
a rock-climbing accident six years ago and 
doctors at the time assured me I'd "never 

Phew. A 
breather 
before 
pushing on. 
Author 
learned a 
great deal 
about his 
equipment 
during run 
and 
abandoned 
some of it. 

run on it again." Spite can be a strange 
motivation , though, and I wasn't about to 
have my fate sealed by others if I could 
help it. It was a long, tough crawl back to 
where I could actually run again. I looked 
at the pain as the price of admission -
and still do. But the 50-odd 25-to-70-mile 
wilderness and survival runs I'd com
pleted in the last two years as preparation 
for the Canyon were for the most part 
single-day adventures . I usually had 
several days to allow my ankle to recover 
before resuming training . But once I des
cend into the Canyon, it will be ~n 
unrelenting push , mile after mi le, day in 
and day out, and I'm not sure my body, 
let alone my ankle, can stand the test. 

When the sun fin ally creeps over the 
Desert Facade, a sheer 2,500-foot sand
stone precipice on the Canyon 's eastern 
end, I know .. it's time to enter the great 
abyss. Hudson shakes my hand. I'm off. 

From Lipan Point 's 7,288 feet, the Tan
ner Trail drops one vertical mile in its 
12-mile plunge to its confluence with the 
Colorado River . Once used by a small 
band of intrepid Navajos in 1863 to flee 
Kit Carson' s cavalry, the Tanner later 
became popular with horsethieves. They 

Author Annerino puffs along Grand 
Canyon burro trail. A false step near 
any of its many vertical edges could 
bring run to premature end. 
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Author bivouacs in parka and space 
blanket. Uncomfortable, but one 
hell of a view. 

rode stolen stock back and forth across 
the Grand Canyon en route from northern 
Arizona to Utah's Badlands. 

Like most of the Canyon's 14 rim-to
river trails, the historic Tanner is no 
longer maintained . So I'm careful to 
watch where I put my feet, lest I break an 
ankle ·and be faced with an agonizing 
crawl out. 

As much as I rivet my eyes to the rock
strewn trail, I fall on my ass repeatedly 
during the 98 minutes it takes me to run to 
the river. It's far too rapid a pace - I'm 
wearing a six-pound survival pack and 
two two-liter bota bags slung Pancho 
Villa-style across my chest. (I chose the 
soft bota bags because they won't beat me 
to death over the long haul.) But I can't 
hold back. I' ve not run in a week so I'd 
have an edge now and my quadriceps are 
screaming . 

I reach the Colorado River expecting to 
slog through hot sand and thick stands of 
tamarisk trees all the way to Unkar 
Rapids. But I find a well-trod secondary 
trail paralleling my course along the river . 
I take it and trot the four miles to Unkar , 
thinking it will actually link with the 
beginning of Tonto Trail. 

I'm wrong. After numerous dead ends 
in the south arm of Unkar Creek, I realize 
the trail leads up to some Indian ruins 
high above the river, far from my route. I 
descend cross-country back to the river 
and resume some semblance of running. 

By 11 :00 a.m. my route along the south 
bank of the Colorado comes to a halt at 
75-Mile Rapids - I'm blocked by a series 
of seemingly impassable cliffs jutting over 
the river. I have two choices: scramble up 
75-Mile Creek and head cross-country to 
Hance Rapids, or attempt an intimidating 
hand traverse along a four-inch-wide 
ledge 20 feet above the swift Colorado. 

I know the first option will further sap 
what little reserve I have left and use up 
the remainder of my precious E.R.G . 
(Electrolyte Replacement and Glucose), 
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while the second option seems faster and 
easier. 

An obvious choice think. The 
analytical side of my brain is so hazy from 
having daydreamed through the first 20 
miles, l don't realize the implications of 
my choice until I 'm 15 feet across a nar
row cat~alk. There, the consequences of a 
fall into frothing, 40-degree whitewater 
hits home. I try to backtrack, but can't 
reverse the moves - what rock climbers 
sometimes call a "no-reverse traverse." 

If I fall or the fr iable sandstone breaks, 
I'll plummet to the bottom before I can 
unleash my rucksack and eight pounds of 
water, and I 'II be hammered by the frigid 
maelstrom far too long to fight my way 
back to. the surface. 

Nervously, I begin groping for a better 
handhold. But each time I test the sand
stone, it breaks off in my hands. 

I feel like I'm about to fall. when I find 
what feels like a solid "jam crack" above. 
I insert my left hand, make a fist, and 
hang from it. It's good: "bombproof." 
Dangling above the river, I carefully emp
ty the bota bags with my free hand, then 
blow them up with air to act as a crude 
notation device should I fa ll. I then 
unstrap the pack, remove it from my right 
sho.ulder, and let it hang from my left 
elbow. I'm ready. 

I reach blindly around the right corner 
with my . right hand and pull off yet 
another handhold. Frantically, I try 
again, this time sliding my right foot 
around the corner to test the footing. It's 
good. All I have to do is put the sequence 
of moves together on the first try . I back 
off, rehearse the moves in my head, then 
cautiously move out. 

The traverse goes and I'm able to des
cend to the river. I jog up a narrow strip 
of sand to the mouth of Papago Creek, 
telling myself there's no room for error 
out here. There I'm faced with a second 
traverse. This one proves less difficult. 
Once completed, I know the remainder of 
my route that day, though steep and 
grueling, will be straight to my first resup
ply point in upper Hance Creek . 

Hudson is stretched out on a foam pad 
when I finally dr~g myself to the junction 
of the Tonto and Grandview trails. He's 
spent from the day's coordination of 
logistics for the resupply points and his 
descent of the declivitous eastern spur of 
the Grandview to meet me. I fumble in his 
pack for the six pack, crack us both a 
beer, and rack out. It's been an in
teresting, exhilarating first day's work for 
both of us. And that 's the only way to ap
proach 8 to 12 hours of running, whether 
in the Grand Canyon or through a dense, 
humid jungle. 

I have to realize I'm going to be out 
here all friggin' day, so I might as well 
make the best of it. Take breaks when I 
can afford to, eat when I'm hungry and 
grab a little shut-eye if I must. Just get the 
job done. 

The Tonto 
April 26th, Day 2 

Of all the major geological formations 
in the Grand Canyon, the Tonto is the 
most suitable for east-west foot travel, 
primarily because it's the broadest. 
Situated approximately 4,000 feet above 
sea level, th is shadeless desert platform 
begins at Red Canyon on the Grand Can
yon '.s east side and ends at Garnet Canyon 
on the west. Traversing this formation 
from east to west is the 82-mile Tonto 
Trail, a decaying track once used by pros
pectors during the 1800s and abandoned 
shortly after. 

At 5:30 a.m., Hudson climbs back up 
the Grandview to arrange for my next 
drop at Indian Gardens later that day, and 
I strike out across a main leg of the Tonto. 

My legs are stiff and l 'm still groggy. So 
I just saunter along, half asleep, expecting 
the going to be easy from here on out. The 
rugged eight-mile climb from Red Canyon 
to the Grandview the day before is behind 
me. And an earlier recon confirmed our 
assumption that six of the seven major 
travertines (limestone formations) in
tersecting the Tonto between my position 
and Drop 2 are running with seasonal 
water. So all I have to do is maintain a 
moderate pace in this unseasonable heat 
to get from spring to spring and all the 
way to the Bright Angel Trail more than 
25 miles distant. 

After several hours o f running, l realize 
I'm becoming groggier instead of more 
alert. I can ill afford to. The Tonto occa
sionally skirts a 500-foot drop by no more 
than a few feet. So I start looking at the 
canyon in general. If nothing else, its in
comparable scenery flipping past like a 
coffee-table picture book will wake me 
up. 

Coiled beneath a prickly pear 
is a rattlesnake. 

Out of habit, I momentarily glance 
down at the trail. Coiled beneath a prickly 
pear is a rattlesnake. My left leg is already 
in mid-flight and my left foot is descend
ing toward the deadly pink viper. I lift my 
arms in the air and heave my body for
ward, hoping the additional momentum 
will give me the margin . 

It does. The snake strikes, missing my 
Achilles' tendon by a breath. From that 
moment on, I suddenly realize how iso
lated this desert track is within the im
prisoning confines of the canyon's high 
walls. 

Bound by the formidable 500-foot
thick Redwall limestone formation above 
and the almost impenetrable Granite 
Gorge below, the Tonto Trail has few 
escape routes. Along today's course there 
are only three established routes that lead 
up to the south rim or down to the Col-

Continued on page 79 
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Editor's Note: Brig. Gen. Jose Ivan 
Al/egret, the Nicaraguan National Guard 
(GN) officer in command of combat 
forces, was killed in a plane crash on the 
southern border of Nicaragua in 19.78. 
Accompanying him on the fatal flight 
were his good frien<i and fighting compa
nion, Michael D. Echanis, an SOP staff 
member who had gone to Nicaragua to try 
his hand as a soldier off ortune; Charles 
Saunders, an American soldier of fortune; 
and Nguyen Van Nguyen, a Vietnamese 
refugee recruited in North Carolina, who 
had served with Special Forces SOG in 
Vietnam. Following the death of Al/egret, 
one of the few capable officers in the GN, 
Somoza'sfortunes went downhill until he 
was overthrown in 1979. 

It came to the attention of SOP that Lt. 
Col. Alfonso . Villa, a high-ranking mem
ber of the Office of National Security 
(OSN) -Anastasio (Tacho) Somoza's in
telligence organization and secret police in 
Nicaragua - claimed the crash was not 
an accident and that he knew the real 
reasons why Al/egret, Echanis and the 
others were killed. SOP, on condition that 
Villa's present location an(i appearance 
no.t be compromised (for obvious 
reasons), arranged an interview. 

Formed in the 1950s, the OSN was 
trained by the CIA and responsible for 
combating subversion within the regime. 
The principal thrust was against com
munists, but it occasionally operated 
against right-wing opponents of Somoza. 

Trained in the United States, Villa was 
the Jost commander of the OSN Special 
Unit, an elite undercover intelligence 
group which . was divorced, for security 
reasons, from the regular OSN. He re· 
ported .di'rectly to Maj. Oe.n. Samuel 
Genie, lortg-time director of the OSN and 
a confidant of Gen. Tacho Somoza, the 
Nicaraguan strongman. 

Villa escaped from Nicaragua in the 
final days of the communist takeover and 
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now resides in the southwestern United 
States under an assumed name. 

Although SOP is convinced of Villa's 
bonajides, we are ·by no means certain 
that Villa's version is the correct one. 
However - it could be. 

SOF: Col. Villa, how can you claim this 
crash was not accidental? 

VILLA: The plane crash was the 
· culmination of months of i~trigue and 
conspiracy involving the CIA, Gen . 
Allegret and President Somoza. _Several 
months before the crash, Gen . Genie had 
discovered the CIA Station Chief in 
discussion with Allegret, planning ways to 
move Somoza off the scene. Genie got on 
to their plot because my brother-in-law, 
an officer in the only combat-ready infan
try battalion in the GN, came to me with a 
report that Allegret was canvassing for 
support among the company grade of
ficers to back him in a coup. He claimed 
the United States was supporting him. 

This sounded serious to me, particular
ly since Allegret was a first-class "loco," 
capable of almost any kind of stunt, and 
very definitely a man of action. I imme
diately went over to Gen. Genie's quarters 
and had a long talk with him. Genie's first 
inclination was to dismiss the whole affair 
as scuttlebutt. Rumors of revolution had 
aiways been rampant in the officer corps 
and generally sprang from innocent 
remarks twisted in transmission. 

But Genie's cautious nature prevailed. 
He remembered an episode a few years 
before when Allegret was commander of 
the engineer battalion and had bragged 
about being able ro use his substantial 
transport section to bring in enough arm
ed .campesinos to s(lize the capital. 
Somoza had been sufficiently alarmed to 
transfer Allegret to the Caribbean port of 
Bluefields where he languished for a cou
ple of years, lining his pocket from the 

by SOF Staff 

fishing industry and dabbling in the nar
cotics trade, which used the port as a 
transshipment point into the Gulf Coast 
states . Genie finally decided it would be 
worthwhile to check the rumors, par
ticularly considering the increasingly un
friendly attitude of the United States. 

SOF: Did you mount an operation 
against Allegretto get a handle on what he 
was doing? 

VILLA: Not immediately. We were up 
to our ears in operations against the FSLN 
(Sandanista National Liberation Front) 
high command which was moving around 
more freely inside the country as their 
support network grew. However, a check 
was put on the activities of the CIA Chief 
of Station. He was a great friend of ours , 
always doing us favors, giving us presents 
and helping the Special Unit. He also 
thought he had recruited a couple of my 

· officers to work for him. I let them keep 
the money and they kept me well inform
ed about what was interesting Big Bob 
[The CIA Chief of Station] at any time. 

SOF: You.were running a double-agent 
operation against the CIA? Didn't they 
ever. get suspicious? Did you feed false in
formation to the CIA? 

VILLA: Yeah, this was nothing new. 
Somoza habitually had penetration inside 
the U.S . Embassy. At one time it was a 
code clerk who later sold out to the Rus
sians. Later it was the Station Chief's 
secretary. Best of all, there was an am
bassador who used to pass any and all 
documents to Somoza. I don't know what 
kind of arrangement Tacho made with 

1 hirn, but it must have been a pretty juicy 
deal. 

I made one of the recruitments . It was a 
blond girl who .worked at the Embassy; 
young and pretty, but a hop head. One o f 
my lieutenants, six feet of rippling brown 
nmscles, swept her off her feet. He was 
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Mike Echanis heading training session of Nicaraguan commandos in 197 8. 

handsome and irresi stible, with an 
unlimited amount of pot. The girl was in 
heaven, but she eventually got so spaced 
cut the Embassy sent her home. Even so, 
we got a lot out of her; she cop ied 
everything she could get her hands on. 

OCTOBER/BO 

The Station caught us a couple of times 
over the years but still remained friendly . I 
guess they thought it was a ll i"n the game. 
And we did give them a lot of intelligence 
on the FSLN in return for equipment, 
tra ining and advice . 

Anyway, Genie put a check on the Sta
tion Chief's activities. It was simple since 
the Station chauffeur was on our payroll. 
We didn't worry about the trips he took 
whe1 1 the chauffeur drove him, but when 
he took the car alone it was easv to see he 
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was playing spy. After a few weeks we 
noticed that every other Saturday after
noon our big gringo headed p.orth out of 
the city. He would be gone eight hours 
and return early Sunday morning. 

Genie was intrigued by this unusual 
behavior; it was unheard of for a diplomat 
to make such a quick trip on a weekend. 
So he ordered the installation of a bumper 
beacon on Big Bob's car. We outfitted the 
tracking receiver on one of our Land 
Rovers and the next weekend tra~ked the 
Station Chief to the beach resort of 
Poneloya. He arrived at dark, after a two
hour drive. Being careful to stay well 
back, we lost him among the houses along 
the beach road but the boys_ found the car 
at Allegret's villa. 

We'd hit paydirt! To take such precau
tions, to make such a production out of 
meeting with Allegret, there had to be a 
reason for it. Where there is smoke, there 
is fire. I raced back to Managua to report 
to Gen . Genie. To my chagrin, an imme
diate call to the Operations Center placed 
Allegret in Rivas, on the southern border, 
commanding operations there, making it 
impossible for him to be at a rendezvous 
with the CIA chief. 

SOF: Why then did the Station Chief 
drive ·two hours out and two back in the 
middle of the night for a quick drink at a 
deserted beach house? 

VILLA: Upon further investigation it 
turned out that Allegret had flown out of 
Rivas in the afternoon and returned short
ly after dawn the next morning. So we had 
him meeting clandestinely with the CIA. 
That didn't really prove much, the CIA 
talked to everyone in the country at one 
time or another , but it was enough for 
Genie to go to Somoza with a private 
report. 

Somoza stewed a bit over the news, 
pouted and shouted when it was evident a 
conspiracy might be in the making. He 
roundly cursed the State Department and 
President Carter for being blind to reality 
in Central America. Jumping to the con
clusion that Allegret was up to something, 
Somoza ordered a full operation to dis
cover the extent and nature of the plot. 

Surprisingly, he spoke fondly of Al
legret, remembering how his government 
had been saved when Allegret took the 
GN's only operating tank and shelled the 
Grand Hotel where the conservative rebels 
had barricaded themselves during a revolt 
some years ago . The rest of the GN had 
remained inert, trembling, but Allegret 
saved the day. He then commented that 
the gringos had at least picked the only of
ficer of character in the GN to put their 
money on. He told Genie not to under
estimate AJJegret. 

SOF: What kind of operation were you 
capable of mounting? 

VILLA: Because of the U.S. involve
ment and the active,-sometimes irrational 
nature of Allegret, Gen. Genie went all 
out, by Nicaraguan standards . My Special 
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Unit was only a handful - maybe 25 peo
ple. We bugged the beach villa at Pone
loya. The telephone-tap section put a line 
on his Managua home and office phones. 
Also, I started a discreet inquiry into 
Allegret's associates, and how much 
money he had available. Somoza always 
believed people were dangerous in propor
tion to the amount of money they had . 
This came from Tacho's own propensity 
to buy people, I guess. Finally, my 
brother-in-law Lopez was recruited to 
penetrate the conspiracy when Allegret 
began collecting support from the combat 
units. 

SOF: How long before this produced 
any results? 

VILLA: It all developed rather slowly. 
The teltap produced nothing . Allegret was 
in the field most of the time and con
ducted little business over the telephone. 
The bug on the villa confirmed another 
meeting with Big Bob within days after it 
was installed, but they were.talking out of 
range of the mike most of the time, per-
haps walking on the beach. · 

The best lead came from the financial 
investigation. Allegre! had accumulated a 
lot of cash during the past few years. Most 
of it was stashed in Miami. This was no 
big surprise; all Nicaraguan generals had 
their businesses on the side. They got pro
tection money from the gambling dens 
and whorehouses in the cities where they 
served as Commandante. In addition, 
Allegret trafficked in cocaine. Among 
other dodges , he used to smuggle the stuff 
into the U.S. in the luggage of Dona 
Hope, Somoza's wife, who was not su b
ject to customs inspection. 

For our purposes, .the most interesting 
investment he made was in a blood plasma 
processing firm with a collecting station in 
Managua and a processing plant in 
Miami. His partner in this venture had 
been identified as a conspirator in the 
assassination of Pedro Joaquin Chamor
ro . [Chamorro , publi.sher of La Prensa, 
the leading newspaper in Managua, and a 
vocal opponent of Somoza, was brutally 
killed in early January 1978 by assassins 
whose motivation was never discovered. 
His death touched off the unrest which 
eventually toppled Somoza. The govern
ment promptly tried several gunmen, one 
of whom fingered Allegret's partner in the 
blood processing plant prior to his execu
tion .] 

No action had been taken against this 
guy because he was in the USA, but I sent 
a couple of boys up to talk to him when I 
found he was associated with Allegret. 
They were persuasive, very persuasive. He 
implicated Allegret as the kingpin in the 
assassination. Allegret had told him 
Somoza wanted Chamorro · out of the 
way. That didn't make any sense to Gen. 
Genie since Chamorro had led a couple of 
revolutions in the past, and could have 
been executed for treason both times. But 
Tacho didn't touch him because he didn't 
want a martyr on his hands. When Gen. 

Genie to)d Somoza the news about 
Allegret, he went absolutely berserk. He 
correctly saw the unfortunate death of 
Chamorro as the match that lit the flame 
threatening to consume his regime. 

He wondered about Allegret's mo.tives 
in killing Chamorro. Had it been done at 
the request of the U.S . to destabilize 
Nicaragua? Was the United States already 
conspiring against him at that tiine , and 
simply using Allegret as the blunt i_nstn.i
ment to carry out their inte11tion to depose 
him? Or was. it only a continuation of the 
life-long quarrel between Allegret and 
Chamorro, which had culm.inated in a fist 
fight at a theater a few years before where 
Chamorro had decked Allegret in a 
humiliating fashion? 

'SOF.: Did you ever get a clear indication 
of Allegret's motives for Jhe killing? 

VILLA: No, it must remain specula
tion . Within two days of our discovery of 
the Chamorro angle came the item that 
persuaded Tacho -to act. The rainy season 
evidently drove Allegret and Big Bob in
doors and we finally collected on the 
Poneloya villa bug - a two-hour review 
of the CIA's interest in replacing Tacho 
with a government of national concilia~ 

tion. Tacho was to be persuaded to I.eave 
by a mutiny in the army which Allegret 
was t6 engineer with American money. 
The new ·government was to include all 
non-guerrilla elements, even the old-line 
communist parties . _ 

After Big Bob had departed , Allegret 
continued to talk to two unidentified con
fidants, both Nicaraguans. These tapes 
showed Allegre! was planning to double
cross the CIA. He was going to use their 
support to seduce the GN, but he had no 
intention of sharing power with a govern
ment of national conciliation. He hoped 
to lure the FSLN leadership out of hiding 
with a promise to incorporate them in the 
government ·so he could eventually snuff 
them out. Most interesting to Tacho was 
Allegret's discussion about assassinating 
him using a band o f pseudo-FSLN ter
rorists. 

SOF: How long did it take Tacho to act 
when you told him? 

VILLA: Since there didn't appear to be 
any definite date for the mutiny and our 
loyal officers reported no moves to 
subvert the GN we concluded the plot was 
still in t_he incipient stages . Somoza and 
Genie agonized over the best method of 
dealing with Allegret. They dismissed as 
i'mpossible a court martial, as it would 
destroy the morale of the GN to find a top 
general planning a mutiny. To hurl ac
cusations against the United States would 
have been a poor ploy for Tacho at that 
moment, considering ti.ow beleaguered he 
was. It was impossible to retire Allegret, it 
would have caused too many questions 
and would have prompted him to launch 
his revolt. 

Continued on page 87 
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Members of Mike Echanis' elite anti-terrorist unit practice pistol-disarming techniques. Echanis trained and 
organized thi s small, elite commando unit, which was most effective in fighting Sandinista guerrillas. 
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"Because the bombs are fallin g on his 
home," Massai said , then walked away . 
His matter-of-fact tone con fused me and I 
struggled to crawl back onto the camel. 
When I was fin ally se ttled , I lit a cigarette 
and thought about the visions which must 
have been going through the Afghan's 
mind as he heard the bombs fall on the 
only home he had known since birth. 

As I rode along, Paul James, an English 
freelance photographer who had gone in
to Afghanistan with me, turned around 
on his camel and asked me what kind of 
bom bs l thought the Russians were using. 

" Beats hell out of me, " I said . "One 
bom b sounds like another . after a few 
hours." 

James shrugged his shoulders and turn
ed around. We rode in silence, the pound
ing of the valley the only sound besides 
the constant ringing of the bell hanging 
around the camel 's neck. 

We spent that night in another one of 
the countless mud houses the Mujahideen 
use as "safe houses" throughout Afghan
istan. After a skimpy meal of rice , tea and 
bread we settled onto the floor and inch
thick pads to sleep. In the distance the fir
ing continued - only artillery had taken 
over from Soviet air. The sound came 
from the same direction , although we did 
not know if it was the same target area. 
One thing was certain , Ivan was going all 
out for something. I wondered if he was 
successful. 

Mului Abdur Rehman with his 
French 9mm Parabellum Hotchkiss 
SMG . In June fighting along road to 
Gardez, when Soviets attempted to 
retake Paktia Province, they again 
tangled with Rehman - and lost 
another round to Afghans when a 
400-vehicle convoy was trapped and 
shot up. 
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The next morning, around 0700, the 
pounding started again. I kept thinking, 
as the Afghan miles rolled behind us and 
we stumbled on through the desert and 
over the never-ceasing hills, that MiGs 
and choppers make a hell of a one-sided 
battlefield. Yet, the Mujahideen ·seemed 
to be holding their own in the Jihad - the 
Afghan Holy War. 

Jihad - History and 
Current Events 

The Jihad is a c.onfusing mixture of 
history and present Afghan problems . 
The war's general purpose, both the tribal 
and political factions in Peshawar, Paki
stan, agree, is to rid Afghanistan of Rus
sians. Each group seems· to be going in a 
different direction, however, and Western 
observers are left confused and frustrated. 
To understal}d the war and the Mujahi
deen who fight it, SOF readers have to go 
back more than 2,000 years in history . 

In 327 B.C, when Alexander the Great 
conquered India, he had to pass through 
what is now Afghanistan. Whiie he man
aged to score a few victories against the 
tribes of Afghanistan and the Pathans in 
the mountains from Kashmir to the Ara
bian Sea, he never conquered them . They 
more or less accepted the Macedonians 
and even absorbed some Greek culture. 
When the Greeks left, they were influenc
ed by several more cultures and their 
religions, including Buddhism, until in the 
10th century they embraced Islam. 

Islam, with a few changes to fit tribal 
customs and ways of both the Pathans 
and other Afghan tribes, is an excellent 
religion for them. It provides strong tribal 
unity and promotes the family, posses
sions and devotion to the religion and 
spiritual leaders of the tribe, region or 
village, all of whiCh are basics of their own 
tribal customs. 

Since the time they embraced Islam, the 
tribes have found it has provided a means 
for them to deal with other peoples, in
cluding Christians. Most dealings have 
centered on war, as they have throughout 
Afghan tribal history. Wars have included 
everything from family feuds to throwing 
out various invaders. When there was no 
"real war" to be found, these fierce peo
ple took just as much pleasure in fighting 
each other. 

Fighting For Sport 

Even without a holy war against the 
Russians, the Afghans would be happy to 
fight them on a hit-or-miss basis be.cause it 
is good sport. The basis for fighting is _cer
turies old, not a sudden outpouring of na
tional pride. 

The seeds of this Jihad were first spread 
a decade ago when many of today's poli
tical leaders in the Mujahideen began to 
denounce the communists then active in 
Afghanistan. Because these men are 
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spiritual leaders they were able to whip 
up, shortly after the coup which led to the 
first communist regime, an anti-commu
nist fever among the people, leading to the 
first phase of the present Afghan war. 

Haji Laiq Shah, a wealthy businessman 
in Miram Shah in the Tribal Trust area of 
Pakistan along the Afghan border, point
ed out that while he has everything be
cause of his business and his success as a 
writer in Afghanistan he "is nothing to 
the Afghan people" because he ;is not a 
spiritual leader. On the other hand , Mului 
Jalai Up Din, military commander of 
the larger faction of the Hezbi-Islami 
of Afghanistan (one of a half-dozen 
groups operating with political offices in 
Peshawar, Pakistan), is both respected 
and revered by ~he Afghan people. 

"Yet he is a poor man who owns 
nothing," HaWsaid. 

The Mului is a huge man, with a full 
beard that always seems scroungy look
ing. He carries a British SMLE and always 
has at least four and often six bodyguards 
around him. When he is speaking in a 
room no one dares utter one word until he 
is finished. 

His speech itself is in direct contrast to 
his appearance - while he looks like the 
kind of man who could kill a dozen men, 
each in a different manner to see how he 
died , his speech is soft and without the 
slightest hint of malice. His penetrating 
eyes seem to look right through you in one 
instant and in the next are searching your 
soul, busy learning more about you' than 
you might know yourself. These types of 

men, whose carefully selected words, 
spoken in a measured tone , show their in
tense devotion to Islam and an inborn 
ability to command under any conditions, 
have declared a holy war. For the average 
Afghan that is enough for them to fight -
and die for. 

No Death In Battle 

Another impoi:tant point to understand 
about the Afghan war is that there is no 
death for the Mujahideen in battle. Be
cause they have become Mujahideen , Ho
ly Warriors, they have already had their 
Islamic last rites and believe they are dead. 
When they do die in battle they are ac
ceptt:;d into heaven by Muhammad. They 
become Shaheed and live forever and their 
graves become shrines. 

An Afghan Freedom Fighter watches 
Soviet air over his shoulder while hiding 
in the mountains abo:ve Gardez. 

The Mului pointed out that the Rus
sians cannot kill the Mujahideen, because 
for every one who is killed in battle, 10 
more will rise in 'his place. It sounds crazy 
to Westerners until one sees the fever 
pitch of Afghans leaving Pakistan 's tribal 
areas for Afghanistan and listens to the 
tales of glory when Mujahideen are killed. 
New recruits, when they hear these 
stories, crawl out from under the rocks in 
refugee camps around Peshawar to join 
the Islamic groups. 
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Because Afghan people have spent 
generations fighting in holy wars, local 
brush wars and national wars, each fami
ly, each generation, has its own history of 
glory. The present Jihad, for many qf the 
Afghan men, is a chance to expand that 
glory. By appealing to their religious 
devotion, their sense of injustice over the 
destruction of Korans, mosques, the mur
der of women and children, the bombing 
of villages, the groups in Peshawar have a 
bottomless well of manpower. Their only 
re.al shortage is weapons. 

Because of religious, fribal and political 
differences .between the Islamic groups in 
Afghanistan and in exile in Peshawar, it is 
difficult for them to organize what most 
observers would consider an effective war 
against ·Ivan. Actually the groups are well 
organized. They have a common link i11 
their desire to establish an Islamic state. 
l'he actual type of Islamic government 
they want to install, however, varies from 
group to gr9up. 

It is worth noting that not all of the 
Afghans who are. fighting are Mujahi
deen, nor are their reasons for fighting 
based on national pride. A few of the 
inore educated Afgharis who have a little 
more personal ambition than the average 
mountain or village dwelier are in the fight 
to see what they can gain when the war is· 
over. Tll.ese men are seldom found in Af
ghanistan but work at the party-level of
fices in Peshawar. They are easy to spot in 
conversation because they will often try to 
impress Westerners with their plans for 
becoming officials in the new government 
after the war. 

Jirga For Government 

In May of this year, the holy war took a 
turn .for the better when nearly 1,000 
Afghans, representing every level of 
Afghan society, came together in Pesha
war to hold a "Loyal Jirga." Six times in 
the last century the Afghan people have 
held a Jirga, each time in a period of na
tional emergency. Their purpose is simple: 
the creation of .a new goverriment (in this 
case a government in exile) which can 
decide the course of the nation. This most 
recent Jirga was the first one ever held 
outside Afghanistan and encountered dif
ficulties in obtaining p'ermission from the 
government of Pakistan to. meet. If the 
Jirga is suc.cessful and a government 
created, one of the orders of business will 
be to take control of the various Mujahi
deen groups operat_ing in Afghanistan and 
bring them i,mder one military council. Of 
all the group's in Peshawar only one refus
ed to support the Jirga while I was there: 
the Hezbi-Islami headed by Golbadeen. 

For the past several months this faction 
of the Hezbi-Islami and the Jamiti-Islami 
have been fighting each other over the 
course of the war and who should gain 
control over the other groups. On 3 May, 
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the Jami ti's two-story military head
quarters was leveled by a bomb that killed 
10 Mujahideen and one-woman. The Af
ghans were convinced the bomb was set 
by KGB agents trying to break up the 
Jirga. Others were not so sure the Rus
sians did it and believed Golbadeen 
ordered the bombing. Either way, it is a 
sign of what could follow the holy war -
a civil war between the political parties if 
the J irga is not successful. 

To most of us who love a good fight 
and are willing to jump at nearly any 
chance to get in a few licks with Ivan, the 
Afghan war would appear to be the place 
to do it until the holy war begins to come 
into focus. There are not a lot of meres 
around who want to get mixed up in a war 
where last rites are handed out before the 
hattle. 

As the war continues, Ivan will tighten 
his hold on most of the major roads in 
Afghanistan, where he can, and force the 
Mujahideen further back into the moun
tains. It will not end, however. There is no 
end to a holy war. It will, most likely, 
become a PLO-type operation in the next 
few months unless Western aid begins to 

filter into the Mujahideen camps. Even 
with the lack of arms, Afghans will keep 
the Russians from ever controlling the 
rugged desert mountains or the lush pine
forest mountains . . Nothing short of a 
Berlin-type wall is going to seal the border 
with Pakistan and Iran. 

One of my guides on my trip through 
Paktia Province::, . while explaining the 
Jihad to me and the differences between 
the groups, said: "First, we kill the Rus
sians in the holy war - then we start the 
real war to find our own government. " 

It is going to be a very long war for Ivan 
and the Afghan people. 

MUJAHIDEEN: 
FORGED-BY 23 
CENTURIES OF 
WARFARE 

I was panting from the climb and my legs · 
felt like lumps o f lead. Below, the valley 

stretched out in an endless sea cif brown 
with a narrow ribbon of- water and the 



green along the river's edge the only signs 
of life in the Afghan desert. I looked 
around at the lush pine forest we had 
climbed to and _the half-dozen smiling 
Afghan Mujahideen who seemed unaf
fected by the past four hours of climbing. 
Paul James, an English freelance photo
grapher who had gone into Afghanistan 
with me on my assignment for SOF, sat 
with his back against a tree and I walked 
over to him, then let myself sag into a 
heap on the ground~ 

"Shit!" I said, when my breathing had 
finally slowed enough so I could talk. 
"How in the hell do those guys do it? 
They can't be human." 

James smiled his usual noncommittal 
smile and rolled onto his side to sleep. For 
IO days he and I had been walking 
through Afghanistan with the Mujahideen 
and. we decided they were among the 
world's nuttiest - although best -
fighting men , At times they live off little 
more than dry bread and tea . They wear 
nothing more- than old worn-out sandals, 
whether climbing moun~ains or walking 
through the deser(, _and don't give a damn 
about "how -far-it is to the next water hole 

or if they will get a decent meal. Since one 
of my assignments from SOF had been to 
find out how the individual Mujahideen 
lived so we could present readers with a 
profile of these famous warriors, I observ
ed them closely on our trek. Although I 
was not able to get inside their minds, I 
was able to watch them and , when possi
ble, corner one or two in conversation and 
try to learn where they drew their reserves 
from. One conclusion I reached is that 
even the most hardy SOFer would have 
trouble keeping up with them - I know I 
did! 

One of the most interesting aspects I 
found while with the Mujahideen was 
their ruggedness and ability to withstand 
the demanding nomadic life of fighting 
the Russians, characteristics not reserved 
to the "mountain Afghan" but found in 
everyone, whether from the mountains or 

Two Pathan tribesman In the Kohat pass 
examine an AK-4 7. Many of the Pathans 
have joined the Afghan rebels in the 
fighting in Afghanistan becal!se they feel 
the threat of the Soviets to .their own 
mountain ·homes. 

city. All of therp, old men, young men, 
former students or mountain men, shared 
the same hardships, suffered as equals, 
had the same bright, penetrating eyes and 
leathery skin. 

On our first day, as we climbed the bar
ren desert mountains into_ Afghanistan, a 
pattern developed which was repeated 
throughout the trip. After about four 
hours of steady, uphill walking, we reach
ed a small mountain tea house where the 
Mujahideen took a break. Here they dip
ped into a large water-filled drum to 
quench their thirst and, after settling 
themselves around the tea house, drank 
super-sweetened tea to keep them going 
through the afternoon. 

We found these tea houses throughout 
Afghanistan. Some of them were perched 
on mountain. crests, others nestled in 
valleys where water seemed to spring from 
the ground. In each one, the Afghans 
would _ drink two or three cups of tea, 
sweetened with four or five tablespoons of 
sugar, while munching the stale, dry 
biscuits that would later become our only 
food for two days. Because these tea 
houses also serve the countless caravans 
which plod through the desert and moun
tains, I dubbed them "Caravan Cafes," a 
name the Afghans quickly picked up as 
well. 

The Mu_iahideen never spend more than 
half an hour in any one tea house and gulp 
down their tea. The sugar in the tea is 
enough to revitalize them and they are 
ready to set out again. None of them 
could really understand why they had to 
have sugar and tea, but they did know 
that without it they would not be able to 
cross the desert. Once, near the end of the 
trip, when James and I both felt we could 
not choke down another cup of the stuff, 
our interpreter came over and begged us 
to drink it, saying, "You must . It is what 
we must have to go." 

Tea and Sugar To Keep Going 

This staple keeps them going. They do 
not carry any rations, nor do they carry 
canteens. They get their water where they 
find it and meals are often little more than 
a little rice, nan - their dry wheat bread, 
a staple in the Mideast - and tea. Al
though they offer to pay for every meal, 
most are given freely by the mountain 
people to support the holy war. 

A full day's march for the Mujahideen 
begins before dawn. As soon as the morn
ing's prayers are over, they drink a few 
cups of tea, tear off a few hunks of bread , 
then gather together their weapons and 
what little equipment might be carried on 
camels or donkeys - and they are off. At 
midmorning, after walking for at least 
three hours (more often four), they stop 
for tea and biscuits and after a half-hour 
break are on their way again . Often, at 
midmorning, the Mujahideen will buy two 
or three loaves of Afghan bread and carry 
it wrapped up in a blanket for lunch. Each 
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man gets about a third of a loaf. If no tea 
house is in the a rea and all they can find is 
a spring of fresh water, that is all they 
have. 

Evening meals depend on where they 
stop for the night. In an affluent village or 
Mujahideen stronghold , chicken will be 
added . to the menu or, possibly, a fe.w 
pieces of mutton swimming in thick oil 
which is soaked up with the bread. If not, 
a little rice, bread and tea is all that can be 
expected. 

Each man carries his own weapon -
anything from a World War II Russian 
pistol to a modern AK-47 captured in re
cent fighting. Their range of weapons in
cludes shotguns, ancient Chinese machine 
gtins and Enfields. 

Two refugee children in the Tribal Trust 
lands of Pakistan. Most of the young 
boys are already learning how to fight so 
they can take their fathers' and brothers' 
places in the fighting later. 

The most ammunition I found carried 
by a single man was 50 rounds. One 
20-year-old carried a Colt .38 Gold Cup 
National Match pistol and wore his 
rounds in a bandoleer across his chest. 
Most Afghans have from 20 to 30 rounds 
at any one time. Misfires are saved and 
put back in the belt to have new primers 
put in them. Their other standard weapon 
is an Afghan dagger, a wicked looking 
knife with a "T" -shaped blade and camel
bone handle that is curled at the end. 

Besides their standard Afghan clothing 
- baggy pants cinched up with rope, 
loose-fitting shirt and sandals - they 
carry their blanket over their shoulder. It 
also serves. as camouflage when Soviet 
choppers pass overhead . Topped off with 
their turbans, these fierce look ing war
riors not only look like they can fight -
but can ! 
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One Mujahideen irony is their childlike 
love for bright colors and flowers. All 
weapons are decorated with colorftil 
beads and leather strips over the stocks 
and barrels. When walking past a field of 
flowers, they cannot resist stopping to 
pick a few to stuff in their guns, hats or to 
sniff. Their ferocity and gentleness are a 
paradox. A family whose donkey had 
sprained a leg was struggling with the 
animal's load when our group walked 
past . The Mujahideen picked up the fami
ly's load and carried it down the river, 
then waited for the man and his wife to 
bring the limping animal along before 
leaving. · 

Old men, children and fami lies are 
routinely helped by these men labeled 

" bandits" by the Russians. A pretty li ttle 
girl, about 6 years old, who watched us 
tramp along the trail that wound through 
one of the few inhabited villages, was 
rewarded with money and candy for her 
smile by the Mujahideen and given affec
tionate pats on the head by every man. 
These same men execute all Russians they 
capture, then chop thei r bodies up with 
hatchets and knives. ' 

The Mujahideens' love of life, colors, 
flowers, children, war and Islam is con
fusing. Yet, at no time when I was with 
them did I ever feel threatened, although 
the United States and other Western na
tions have not yet helped the Mujahideen 
with their war. 

The Afghans have mastered the art of 
surviving in their barren country. They 
cannot, however, explain why they put so 
much sugar in their tea or why they eat 
massive amounts of honey whenever they 
find it . They seem to know from instinct 
when and where to drink. They will walk 
for hours along a stream, traveled by 
camels and herds of goats, without drink-

ing its polluted water . They will wait to 
drink until they reach a spring that flows 
down through rocks and sand from a high 
place that goats and camels cannot reach. 

In the deserts they have established, 
from centuries of traveling the .same 
routes, water holes which an; carefully 
hidden . Some are so small and well con
cealed that even a person searching for 
water would never find them . . One we 
found flowed above the ground for no 
more than a foot, yet every inan in our 
group knew exactly how to find it. 

Before going into Afghanistan I heard 
tales of the man-killing pace of the Mu
jahideen. i discovered their "killer pace" 
would be a crawl to milita ry types who 
think of cross-country travel as a route 
step or march. The Mujahideen take 
small, slow steps in an unchanging rhythm 
both up and down hill. Where most of us 
tend to pick up our pace as we go down a 
trail , the Afghans maintain the same pace, 
the same distance with each step to con
serve energy and moisture in the blazing 
desert sun . Unt il I learned to match my 
steps to theirs 1 was always either way 
behind or way in front of the group. Once 
I figured out what they were doing, I was 
able to stay with them and live off the 
meager rations as well as they did . 

The Mujahideen , may lack the glamor 
and folk-hero charm many unin formed 
Western journalists have been trying to at
tribute to them, yet I found them more in
teresting and determined than any other 
fighting men I've spent time in the field 
with. In their simple, unassuming way, 
with their determination to throw the Rus
sians out, the Mujahideen are capturing 
the world's attention and holding the Rus
sian bear at bay - a feat the rest of us 
would be hard-pressed to equal. It might 
not be a bad idea to send a few of our own 
NCOs and officers over to take lessons 
from them. 

PATHANS 
FEAR 
NOONE 

T HE Anmail checkpoint on the Pesha
war-Kohat road fell away in the 

distance. I looked at Shamroz Khan, my 
host; who smiled and pointed to his chest: 
"Here," he said proudly, "we are the 
law. No government." 

To add to his declaration of contempt 
for Pakistani authority he ordered the 
driver to hurry up . The driver, intimi
dated by the Pathan 's arrogance, re
sponded and in seconds the pickup was 
screeching around curves as we climbed 
towards Darra. 

Straddling the Kohat Pass in the moun
tains between Pakistan and Afghanistan 
in the Pakistan frontier, the village has 
become a two-way central figure in the 
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Jihad (holy war) of the Afghan people 
against the Russian invaders and the 
Khaqs (pronounced hulks) of Afghanistan 
who have joined the communists . 

In the Afghan war , Darra is important 
to the Mujahideen because it is an easy 
source of supply for both weapons and 
ammunition with which to fight the Rus
sians. For more than 80 years Pathan 
tribesmen around the Kohat Pass have 
made their own copies of various weapons 
used by the British (primarily Lee
En fields) and by other armies of the 
world . Pathan weapons have gained 
notoriety because they have turned up in 
eve ry corner of the world where 
clandestine arms have been used. 

Al though SOF covered the activities of 
the Pathan gun shops earlier ("Kings of 
the Khyber Rifles," May '80), my reasons 
for visiting Darra were more current. SOF 
wanted to know how the Russian invasion 
of neighboring Afghanistan was affecting 
Darra and its gunsmiths. To find out , I 
met - and became friends with - a 
Pathan from Darra who lives in Karchi. 
Taking a train from Karchi to Peshawar 
with a .group of other Pathans gave me 
ome insight into the strange tribal ways 

of these fi erce yet seemingly gentle people. 
They are proud, independent and scornful 
of all authority except their own tribal 
laws handed down through the genera
tions. 

"We do not have laws
we have Pukhtunwali." 

At each poppy field along the road to 
Darra, Shamroz ordered the driver to stop 
so he could proudly show off the fields his 
people were growing. Finally, I asked why 
he was showing me opium fields when so 
man y nat ions have laws banning it. 

"Because," he said, smiling, "we do 
not have laws here . Only Pukhtunwali 
(the way of the Pathans)!" 

That should explain to the world why 
the people of Darra are willing to supply 
the Mujahideen with weapons and ammu
nition while the Western world toys with 
international politics . Explained Sham
roz 's brother , Zahir: "We are not afraid 
of Russians. We are not afraid of Amer
icans. We fear no one. They want to 
bomb us for making guns for the Mujahi 
deen? Go ahead, let them send their 

ABOVE: Hero of Zeroke, Mului Mati 
Ullah, holding British SMLE, Is credited 
with killing six Soviet officers and 
engineering one of most successful 
attacks by Mujahideen during Battle of 
Zeroke in which more than 500 
communists were killed. Area was freed 
of all communist Influence. 

RIGHT: Pathan tribesman who found 
himself featured in the May '80 issue of 
SOF ("Roll Your Own Rifles"), chuckles 
over story. Most Pathans were more 
Interested In pictures of weapons than 
articles. 
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bombs . When they are finished, we will 
come out of the mountains and join the 
Mujahideen and kill the Russians like we 
have all of our enemies ." 

To the fl10dern world, which trembles 
before the threat of a total war with 
Russia, the ranting of a tribesman from 
Pakistan's hills may seem to border on in
sanity. It isn ' t. For these people, revenge 
against anyone who might offend their 
women (zan) , gold (zar ) and land (zamin) 
must be total and complete. A Soviet at
tempt to control them would lead to their 
joining the Jihad against the Russians. 
Their complex system of tribal society still 
baffles scholars and attracts their re
search. Understanding the Pathans and 
why they openly defy the world requires a 
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ABOVE: Afghan rebels with 
commander of Zeroke 
stronghold, Mului Mati 
Ullah, practice with captured 
Russian 82mm mortar. 

FAR LEFT: Afghan rebels of 
Jamiti-lslami in hospital 
near Peshawar, Pakistan. 

LEFT: Rebels have few 
supplies, even for wounded. 
They make soup from 
leftovers for the hospital. 

step back 2,300 years, something which 
must be done if one hopes to understand 
the complex war being fought against the 
Soviet Union, where all help from soldiers 
of fortune, even if offered free, is stead
fastly refused. 

The border between Pakistan and Af
ghanistan is called the "Durand Line." It 
was established in 1893 when Sir Mor
timer Durand signed an agreement wi th 
the Afghan Amir, Abdur Ruhman, sepa· 
rating Afghanistan from India. This 
border area is home to roughly 11 million 
Pathans. Since no one has ever been able 
to count the women and children (the men 
allow little outside contact with their 
families), the exact number is impossible 
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SPECS AND 
SPECULATIONS 
ciN RUSSIA'S 
5.45mm ROUND 

by SOF Staff 

OUR readers are aware that the 
first Soviet 5.45mm ammunition ever 

seen or evaluated by Western 
intelligence agencies (see "Assignment 
Afghanistan," SOF, September '80) was 
brought to the U.S. by SOF's Galen Geer. 

SOF kept a few rounds for study here 
and we have compiled - from our own 
and other sources - an initial analysis 
and data sheet on the round. While the 
data obtained so far is not complete - it 
will requi re even more extensive and 
sophisticated testing - what is known 
so far has been passed on to interested 
government agencies and briefings have 
been given to intelligence and medical 
personnel of both active and reserve 
components of the United States Army. 

According to David C. Isby, who wrote 
Jane's Weapons and Tactics of the 
Soviet Army and who has recently joined 
the list of SOF contributors (see "Ivan's 
Elite," p. 66), there are two versions of 
the Avtomat Kalashnikov 74 (designed by 
M.T. Kalashnikov, who also designed the 
AK·47, AKM, RPK, PK and SVD) which 
use the 5.45mm cartridge. The folding
stock version has been tentatively called 
the AKD-74 and fixed stock version, the 
AKS·74. 

The major difference in appearance 
between the AK-47 and the AK·74 
appears to be the addition of a large 
flash reducer and a very distinctive 
muzzle brake. The orange plastic AK·74 
magazine is no different in general 
appearance and color from some of the 
AK-47 magazines that have been seen in 
Africa and other satellite countries in the 
last few years, except that it has a 
straighter configuration than the 
7.62x39mm magazine. 

Examination of the 5.45mm rounds in 
SOF's possession has produced some 
support for the speculation that the 
round produces severe wounds, as 
reported in Afghanistan, due to its 
length-over·diameter ratio and the bullet 
design. The combination of these two 
characteristics could tend to make the 
round unstable when it strikes a fleshy 
medium. 

It was first thought that the length· 
over·diameter ratio was so great that 
accuracy would be marginal. With such a 
long length-over-diameter ratio, the 
balance of the bullet was assumed to be 
too far forward and would be difficult to 
stabilize, even with a high rate of rifling 
twist in the barrel. 

However, once we had sectioned the 
bullet and found an air space, lead plug 
and mild-steel core directly to the rear of 
the bullet's thin·jacketed point, it 
became clear that the balance point of 
the bullet was further to the rear. If the 
proper twist is used in the barrel, the 
long, thin bullet with the balance to the 
rear theoretically could be very accurate. 

Another advantage of the long length
over-diameter ratio Is the excellent drag 
coefficient that the bullet most likely 
possesses. With such a low drag 
coefficient, velocity drops off at a much 
slower rate. By retaining more of Its 
velocity at greater range, the round 
would have a flatter trajectory and retain 
more of its energy. 

The Soviets ~hemselves have 
unintentionally provided one critical 
piece of information about the 5.45mm 
round. In an official Soviet military 
publication, an article was written on 
how much lead to give a moving target at 
a given range and speed. This 
information was used to obtain the 
estimated velocity of the 5.45mm bullet. 

One of our alert government 
employees looked at the available 
information and calculated the velocity 
of the new round from the Soviet figures. 
A very good piece of work. 

The Soviet article gave the target 
speed of three meters per second and a 
lead factor of .33 meters at 100 meters. 
Given the formula: Time equals Distance 
divided by Velocity (Distance equals .33 
meters, Velocity equals three meters per 
second) we find that time elapsed is .11 
seconds. This is also the flight time of 

LARGER PHOTO: Soviet 
5.45mm (right) and 
5.56mm U.S. rounds (left) 
for comparison. Note the 
thicker rim and deeper 
extraction groove on 
steel-cased Soviet round. 
Not much chance of 
extractor tearing off 
extraction rim with this 
cartridge, even if weapon 
has a high cyclic rate of 
fire. 
INSERT PHOTO: Smaller 
photo shows sectioned 
5.45mm Soviet bullet. 
Mild-steel double-ended 
boattail core is shown on 
right. Note the two bullet· 
jacket halves with lead 
filler and forward air 
space. 

the bullet for 100 meters. To find the 
velocity of the round, use the formula 
Velocity equals Distance divided by Time 
(Distance equals 100 meters, Time 
equals .11 seconds). This gives us a 
velocity of 909.09 meters per second, 
which converts to 2982.54 feet per 
second. Figuring in the drag of the 
projectile, one arrives at the approximate 
muzzle velocity of 2956 feet per second. 

Based on the data available at this 
time, the muzzle velocity, the long 
length-over-diameter ratio and the overall 
bullet design, the Russians have 
produced an accurate, lethal, lightweight 
round. 

CARTRIDGE CHARACTERISTICS 
FOR THE SOVIET 

5.45x39.5mm ROUND 
Two types known to exist: 

Bal l and Tracer 
Cartridge Case . . . Lacquered steel 
Bullet Diameter . . . . . . .. 5.45mm or .221 incbes (this 

is an average diameter 
measured from fou r 
project iles taken with a 
milf<Jmeter) 

Bullet Weight . . 53.o grains 
Bullet Length . . . 25mm or .995 inches 
Cartridge Case Length . . 39.5mm 
Overal l Cartridge Length. . 56.5mm 
Caliber Ogive ........ . . .. 3 
Caliber Cylindrical Section 1 
Caliber Boattail . . 1 
Propellant . . . .. .... . .. . . . 22.3 grains of ball powder 
Primer . . ..... . .... . . . . . . Standard 5mm Berdan 

Primer 
Muzzle Velocity (estimated) 2956 feet-per-second 

900 meters-per-second 
Muzzle Energy (estimated) 1007 foot-pounds 
Cartridge Case Base 

Diameter . . . . . . . . 10mm or .394 inches 



PATHANS 
to determine. One known fact about the 
Pathans is that they are the largest tribal 
society in the world. 

Because they are a tribal society, they 
are often dismissed in world politics . 
However, they have had a direct effect on 
every war fought in this area for centuries 
and most wars fought elsewhere. Pathans 
can be found anyplace in the world where 
success, position, power and money are 
collected - and where anything contrary 
to existing laws may prove financially 
rewarding . They run the police force in 
New Delhi; they are among the most 
wealthy farmers of California, hold the 
better stations in Australia and have been 
found running guns from the ·Mekong to 
Kashmir. But none of them forget their 
mountain homes, even when born in 
another country, and most manage to 
make one trip home during their lives to 
share a few months with their tribal 
kinsmen. 

"It is right for a Pathan to 
fight for his home." 

Their love for the craggy hills runs in 
their blood. The threat of the bordering 
Soviet Union and the higher demand for 
guns from the Mujahideen have brought 
many of the younger men back to the hills 
until "the crisis is past." Shamroz left a 
well-paying job in Saudi Arabia to return 
to his family to help turn out guns for the 
Mujahideen. He explained, "lt is right for 
a Pathan to fight for his home. For now l 
will make weapons." 

Although cqlled "Pathan" (pronounc
ed P'tan) the name is really an English 
corruption of Puktan or Pushtan. A few 
even call themselves Afghan, although 
they have no connection with the Afghan 
Mujahideen . 

There are four main groups of Pa
thans. These are the Durrani tribes, the 
Ghilzai , the true nomads (although the 
border closing limits their wanderings), 
and the independent or free tribes who 
live in the tribal territory and rule 
themselves. Of this group the Kuttaks and 
the Aridi are the tribes making guns. 

Today's Pathans seem to be spoiling for 
a fight with the Russians, a fact which is 
not surprising, considering their history is 
mixed with the blood of past armies. 
When Alexander the Great invaded India 
in 327 B.C., he met the early Pathans. 
They appeared indifferent until he tried to 
rule the passes . He learned quickly it was 
better · to work with them than to fight 
them, if he wanted the vital land routes to 
remain secure. Slowly, the Pathans ab
sorbed some Maced.onian culture. Around 
the end of the 10th century, they were 
converted to Islam. Somehow, that con
version seems to have helped set the stage 
for the holy war they are now mixed up in . 
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Seventeen-year-old Jamillia lost her face 
to a Russian bomb in March. Somehow 
she and her mother managed to stumble 
through the Afghan mountains for eight 
days before reaching the Khyber hospital 
in Peshawar, Pakistan. 

When Genghis Khan led his Mongols 
into the Peshawar valley, he too en
countered the Pathans. So did Tamerlane, 
when he invaded India. In both cases, the 
Pathans, through a strange combination 
of Islam and their own tribal ways, 
jumped into war with the Mongols - a 
war lasting some 200 years. It was the 
Pathans who severed the land route to 
Central Asia and helped topple the 
Mongol empire and open the door for the 
British. 

For the Pathans, British rule was a 
"fun war" which is still talked about 
wherever the men gather. Each generation 
of Pathan men would start a fight with the 
British, collect some bounty and glory, 
then settle on new peace terms. By the end 
of the 19th century, the stage was set for 
the present Pathan stance toward the 
Soviet invasion of Afghanistan. When 
Tsarist Russia began its advance to. a 
warm-water port, the British, fearing ex
pansionism , rushed to build forts in the 
Pathan lands and secure the passes and 
hills. The result was a bitter, total war 
against the British with Russia blamed for 
forcing the British to violate Pathan land . 
Although the English won the passes, they 
never controlled the hills nor subdued the 
Pathans, masters of guerrilla warfare even 
then. 

The Pathans have not forgotten the 
Russian threat and their designs on the 
Pathan hills and passes. To Shamroz and 
others, the Soviet invasion is a new step in 
an age-old war. To let the Soviet Union 
know how they feel, Pathan men have put 
aside their old conflicts with Afghani
istan 's tribes and are happy to help the 
Mujahideen. Captured Soviet weapons 
are traded in Darra for Enfields, Sten 
guns, hand grenades and ammunition. In 
return, the Pathans are examining cap
tured heavy-infantry weapons with plans 
to make copies. 

"When we understand the weapons, " 

Shamroz explained, "we will make them, 
, and amm unition for them . Some we will 

sell to the Afghans; others we will keep 
for ourselves. This is a holy war the Rus
sians started a long time ago. This time we 
will finish it. " 

The fact that it is a different govern
ment means nothing to the Pathans. 

"Only dead Russians 
are good Russians." 

"A Russian is a Russian," Shamroz 
said, "and only dead Russians are good 
Russians.'' 

Because of their hate for Russians, the 
Pathans are also making better deals for 
the Afghan freedom fighters on weapon 
prices than they would for other buyers. 

"An American, maybe he will pay 800 
rupees for a gun," Shamroz said, "but an 
Afghan pays only 400 rupees for the same 
gun because he will use it to kill 
Russians." 

In one gun shop, a group of Afghans 
sat on the floor, counting rounds of am
munition. Each round was examined, 
then dropped in a plastic bag. The Mu
jahideen are delighted with the weapons 
they buy but want to know where the 
American arms are. Explained one, "Give 
me anti-tank guns and I will kill more 
Russians than you can count." 

The Pathans are just as pleased with the 
sale of the weapons. In one corner stood 
bundles of Enfields, waiting for a donkey 
ride into Afghanistan. Because the Rus
sians might try to dry up the · source of 
Mujahideen weapons after world pressure 
drops off, I asked Shamroz if he was wor
ried about a Russian attack . 

"We are our ow.n government 
- we make our own wars." 

"No," he said simply. "Some of our 
younger people hope the Russians will at
tack. Some of the older ones, too. The 
Russians are old enemies. It would be a 
good excuse to fight. Since we are our 
own government we make our. own wars. 
The Russians are stupid. We have always 
controlled these hills, and always will." 

So, the gun making of Pathan tribes in 
the hills between Pakistan and Afghani
stan will continue. The Russian soldier 
will have to face an enemy created by his 
country a century before, an enemy armed 
with weapons made by hand in adobe 
huts . The one lesson Russian commanders 
must be learning is that mud-hut weapons 
kill just as dead as any other. And the fact 
that carrying it is a "Holy Warrior" who 
is continuing a Jong-standing tradition of 
killing Russians, makes it that mucn more 
difficult to cope with. 

Copyright © 1980 Soldier of .F:orl une 
Magazine and Galen l. Geer 
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FATAL 
FEATHERWEIGHT 
PC-80: 
Sweden's Revolutionary 
New -Machine 
Pistol 
by Jeff Cooper · 

AS we near the end of the 20th century, it is curious to note 
general acceptance ·of a belief that today's men are not up to 

their fathers' standards. Despite the fact that world's sports records 
are constantly being broken, that certain people are running faster, 
leaping higher and throwing farther than they did in the past, we 
must accept the fact that they are special - not average men. 

Today's infantry weapons are not nearly as powerful as those 
issued in the early part of the century. Soldiers in both World Wars 
I and II - to say nothing of all the other wars in and around that 
period - were issued powerful rifles of approximately .. 30 caliber 
which could stop a man or a horse or a truck, as far away as the 
shooter could clearly see him. 

At short ranges the same weapons were ferociously effective - so 
much so that today's problem of stopping power never arose. But 
somewhere along the line the armorers of the world decided that 
those old guns were too big, loud, powerful and intimidating for 
these new people who were showing up in uniform. The father 
could handle a .30-06 or an 8x57 with ease, but the son must be 
issued something of less authority because it is easier to use. 
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Therefore, we now have a world split 
between the communists, using the 
7.62x39 (which we call the .30'caliber Rus
sian Short in this country), and ·the 
presumably free world, rapidly changing 
completely over to the .223 cartridge 
(5.56mm). 

There are various theories behind this 
switch . I think the one holding the most 
credence is that which says that modern 
soldiers do not fight with their own per
sonal weapons but rather with telephones, 
by means of which they call in supporting 
fire of various sorts. If this is the case, 
then the soldier need not have a weapon 
of any great power, only something light 
and handy that will give him a certain con
fidence to prepare for a short-range en
counter with an enemy soldier . 

As this policy becomes widespread, it 
naturally brings with it a reduction in 
marksmansh.ip skills of the people involv
ed . Modern assault rifles in general seri
ously lack practical accuracy , possess 
dreadful triggers and are no t even eq ui p
ped with a shooting sling, though they 
may incorporate a bipod . Such weapons 
in the hands of sketchily trained troops 
have a useful range of around 100 meters 
- which can be stretched in exceptional 
circumstances to 200 meters . The best 

ABOVE: First prototype of 
Johansson's PC-80 in .221 Fireball 
caliber, left-hand view, with stock 
extended and 16-lnch barrel Installed. 
RIGHT: PC-80 with stock folded 
forward In stowage position. Note 
location of sling swivels. 
LOWER RIGHT: Short-barreled 
version of PC-80 with stock folded. 
There was no selector switch on· 
prototype sent to author. 
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American infantry of WWI were able to 
devastate enemy formations at 600 
meters, but apparently we no longer have 
such men. 

Stopping Power vs. Range 

If the effective range of the individual 
infantryman is to be limited to about 1·50 
meters, there seems little point in handing 
him a weapon which has been selected 
with range considerations rather than 
stopping considerations in mind. The .223 
is a poor stopper and the .30 Russian · 
Short is not a great deal better. The latter 
was developed after the German pattern 
known as the 7 .92 Kurz, introduced in the 
MP-43. 

It should be remembered that the Ger
mans were attempting essentially to split 
the difference between the G-98, a Phase 
One battle rifle, and the MP-40, a ma
chine pistol. Their experience led them to 
believe that long range was not important 
in the sort of fighting that they had been 
thrust into. 

On the one hand , the G-98 was cumber
some and slow, while on the other, the 
MP-40 was pretty anemic, taking the 
undersized 9mm Parabellum cartridge. 
(The Germans did indeed have the G-43, 
but not in such large numbers as to in
fluence their decision here.) 

The MP-43 turned out to be an inter
esting compromise - not as powerful as a 
full-sized rifle, but considerably more so 
than the machine pistol. It also could be 
used with a fair degree of close-range ac
curacy on semiautomatic, and its slow 
cyclic rate made it quite controllable on 
full automatic when such was deemed de
sirable. 

The Notorious Kalashnikov 

This idea was picked up by the Rus
sians, and the result is the now notorious 
AK-47 (Kalashnikov) assault rifle together 
with its descendants and siblings. The 
Kalashnikov family of infantry weapons is 
highly regarded by many people - some 
of whom are qualified to render opinions 
on the subject. It is not, however, the en
tire answer to this problem. Curiously 
enough, the Russians have commenced a 
changeover to their own version of the .22 
centerfire battle cartridge - which I im
agine will be not one whit better than our 
disreputable .223. 

The Answer Is Power 

Can we do better? I th ink we can. An 
interesting item came across my desk re
cently which seems to me to be a better 
sort of battle carbine than any I have seen 
so far. It was shown to me by its inventor, 
Berti! Johansson of Malmo , Sweden. At 
first glance it seems to be a fairly conven
tional machine pistol of the modern 
school of design, featuring a collapsible 
stock and a short barrel. The prototype is 
62 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

extremely well made si nce it had to be pro
duced by hand. One might ask what it has 
to offer over, say, the HK-53 or the short 
version of th e M 16. There are several 
answers, but the most important is power. 

The prototype of the PC-80 was con
structed in the curious .221 Fireball car
tridge, for political . reasons. It features a 
coaxial gas lock with two husky opposing 
lugs on its rotary bolt. Its trigger design is 
capab le of considerable refinement. It 
fires from a closed bolt and feeds through 
its pistol grip. For purposes of import into 
the United States, the prototype that I us
ed features a 16-inch barrel to please our 
officials. This barrel cou ld be of any 
length, but 16 is a pretty good place to 
start. Johansson works for the Aim Point 
Company in Sweden, and naturally his 
piece is fitted to take the Aim Point sight 
if desired. 

The prototype shows ingenuity of 
design and, because of its action system, 
could prove very reliable under conditions 
of serious use. A good trigger and a closed 
bolt enable it to be handled with all the 
precision the shooter can manage . What is 
most interesting about it, however, is that 
it can withstand almost any pressure and 
thus need not be made for the cartridge it 
now handles. We discussed this at some 
length and settled upon a round which 
may surprise ·you: the .44 Auto Mag car
tridge. 

Think about that a little. How about a 
compact, collapsib le, semiautomatic car
bine throwing a .44 caliber, 240-grain 
bullet at between 1,800 and 1,900 f /s , 
capable of extreme precision, and equ ip
ped with a high -speed optical sight? 
(Naturally the piece can be made to shoot 
either three-shot bursts or fully auto
matically at any cyclic rate desired. This 
might be interesting to armies, if not to 
private citizens or police departments.) 
The current flush magazine will take eight 
rounds - which should be quite satisfac
tory for the semiautomatic model - but 
extension magazines (including sna.il 
drums up to almost any capacity) can be 
fitted into the same socket if fully auto
matic fire is deemed important. 

The forged prototype weighs about 
eight pounds, but in production trim this 
would be reduced to seven. 

Coming Up Soon 

Maybe we have something here . The 
new prototype in .44 Auto Mag will be 
available by the end of th is year and 
should prove an exciting test item. Seven 
pounds, collapsible, highly accurate, ex
tremely controllable with its optical sight, 
featuring a very fine trigger and striking a 
decisive blow . 1f the piece is zeroed for 
150 yards it will have a working range of 
about 180, which is as far away as today's 
trooper can be expected to hit a target, 
and certainly double the distance at which 
police departments need to handle ter
rorist problems. 

-. ~ -
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ABOVE: Chuck Taylor 
demonstrating Johansson's PC-80 
at American Pistol Institute in 
Gunsite, Arizona. 

LEFT: Author Cooper 
demonstrating PC-80 from 
kneeling position. Note 
compactness of design. 

BELOW: The PC-80 field-stripped. 
.Note high-quality manufacture 
and overall good design with few 
parts after disassembly. 

The .44 Auto Mag cartridge, fitted with 
the 240-grain JTC bullet (for Geneva con
ventions), should prove a decisive one
shot stopper at all ranges. If penetration is 
desi red, a solid copper bullet of the Ar
cane description is easy to provide . The 
entire package seems to be what 1 would 
cb9ose as my back-up long gun if I were 
setting up a tactical-response unit for 
police work . It would a] <;o seem ideal as an 
anti-piracy package - now becoming 
much in demand in the Caribbean. 

What Makes It Better 

It is fair to ask wherein the PC-80 is an 
improvement over the existing Ruger .44 
Magnum carbine . There are several an
swers: first, continuity fire i' much easier 
to manage in the PC-80 th an in the Ruger 
because of the difficulty in loadin g a 
tubular magazine . (I once heard it said 
that to reload a Ruger Deerslayer one 
needs three hands. ) 

The PC-80 can take a magazine of any 
capacity desired, compatible with weight 
and bulk . Collapsible, it slides into a small 
package. In combination with its Aim 
Point sight it offers extreme rapidity com
bined with a high degree of precision up to 
middle ranges. Its improved gas lock fea
tures quick takedown and ease of cleaning 
and maintenance without tools. And it is a 
thunderous thumper! 

Police Carbine 

I confess that the entire piece is 
fascinating . We have temporarily dubbed 
it the Police Carbine, Model of 1980 -
but it certainly need not be confined to 
police markets. Any complete evaluation 
will have to wait for the production of th e 
.44 caliber version, due by summer 's rnd . 

One desirable feature to be incor 
porated is a reversible safety which can be 
inserted either from the right or left side . 
to take care of southpaws. This safety will 
have only two posi tions on the norm al 
model , but in the autom atic version it will 
have a detent that will stop its thru~t at 
semiautomatic and require two hand <; to 
place it either on three-s hot selector or fu l
ly automatic. These matters are not of 
personal concern since that version will be 
made available to governments on order. 

About the only difficulty I can forC"<;ee 
is that of price. The weapon may be fair ly 
expensive , though one hopes that modern 
engineering ingenuity can reduce the 
number of machine operations to a 
minimum. The Aim Point sight is not 
cheap and will further add to the price of 
the finished product , though the weapon 
may be had with iron sights only if de
sired. (At present we are considering a 
simple ghost ring with only two settings -
"point-blank" and "way out.") 

Obviously, the most interesting single 
thing about the concept is the cartridge. It 
seems li kely that the .44 Auto Mag ca r
tridge would be a distinct improvrment 
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over either the .223 or the 30RS for or
dinary in fan try employment. We are la
beling the piece "Police" because we be
lieve police will have first interest in this 
type of arm. Whether the world's armies 
can see the light wi ll depend on extraneous 
matters, but certainly no man with any ex
perience would choose to take either a 
9mm Para bell um squirt gun or a .223 into 
close action if he could have a .44 Auto 
Mag of equal handiness and ease of ·use. 

Those who have seen much action are 
pretty well agreed that if you want a rifle · 
you want something of the .30-caliber per
suasion - .30-06, .308, .303 British, 7.5 
Swiss , etc. - and that if.what you need is 
a carbine, you defi nitely need something 
more than a .223. In considering what is 
"more" we can note that the .223 car
tridge generates a bullet momentum fac
tor of 18; the 30RS, 24; and the .44 
Magnum (16-inch), 43 (as compared to 
the .308's 44). If we consider that momen
tum is normally accentuated by impact 
area and bullet configuration, we may 
make an educated guess that the short
range fight-stopping abi lity of the PC-80 
would be dist inctly superior to that of a 
. 308. 

TERRAIN 

Continued from page 12 

For close concealment, where it really 
counts that the gun be next to invisible, 
the Barami Hip Grip is the only choice. 

The Barami people started out with a 
replacement grip panel, then later added a 
left-grip panel for cosmetic and holding
sameness reasons. The Hip Grip itself is 
simple. High-strength plastic duplicates 
original grip-plate design, then a shelf is 
extended from the top of the right-grip 
plate, which runs out and up from the 
right-hand side of the frame behind the 
recoil shield. When the gun is shoved in 
the trouser band, with or without belt, 
this shelf works like a hook and suspends 
the gun, preventing it - under most cir- . 
cumstances - from sliding down and fall
ing to the ground. 

I 've used a Hip Grip with the Model 36 
and 60 Smiths, the Detective Special Colt, 
etc. Many people fail to realize that the 
Hip Grip is also available for round- and 
square-butt K-frame Smiths and the Colt 
Diamondback four-inch. Since . barrel 
length up to four inches in a revolver 
makes little difference in its concealabili
ty, using the Hip Grip with these slightly 
larger guns makes better sense, and with 
Plus P .38s when safe to do so .- a much 
more effective package, since the longer 
barrel allows the user to take advantage of 
this load's ex.tra energy. 

I own only two snubby revolvers now, 
one a Colt Lawman - which I'd put a 
Hip Grip on in a minute if Barami made 
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Only more testing can establish that 
fact for sure, and the tests will have to be 
o f a rather gruesome character, but theo
retically we have here what may be the 
very latest award-winning, com puter
programmed infantry arm. I am going to 
be sitt ing on the edge of my chair until the 
new prototype reaches my hands for test
ing . 

one - and a Smith Model 60. The latter is 
fitted with the Hip Grip and I wouldn't 
have it any other way . 

If, when summer comes, you don't 
want the bulk of a .45 under lightweight 
clothing, and you choose a .38, then the 
Barami Hip Grip is the answer. Retail, 
from Barami director your local gunshop, 
is $10.95. For more information, or to 
order, write Barami, Dept. SOF, 6250 E. 
Seven Mile Rd., Detroit, MI 48234, 
U.S.A. 

D EADERS of this column and of gun
Rrelated materials in general must oc
casionally become upset at the emphasis 
on the .45 - most police are stuck with a · 
.38 or .357 Magnum only and are likely to 
remain so for quite a few years to come. 
So, it's time to explain what to do with an 
ordinary .38 to boost its effectiveness. 

Numerous municipalities have recently 
been using a load which has proven effec
tiveness. If one has a .357 Magnum, there 
are many excellent loads to choose from 
- Federal's 158-grain semi-jacketed soft
point, for example - my preference with 
the Colt Lawman two-inch and the six
inch Python. For the straight .38, like the 
Model 10 M&P Smith or the adjustable
sight version, the Model 15 Combat Mas
terpiece, and their stainless counterparts, 
probably the best choice is the Winches
ter-Western 158-grain lead hollowpoint 
.38 Plus P. 

First ascertain that your .38 will handle 
Plus P loads, and do not confuse them 
with Plus P Plus ·110-grain .38 Special 

PC-80 with Aim Point 
sight installed. 

"Treasury Loads." Many guns that will 
handle standard Plus P .38s will definitely 
not handle these. I've used the 158-grain 
lead hollowpoint Winchester in a number 
of guns, including the Model 60 - the on
ly modern .38 I own - and have had no 
problems. Though a J-frame S&W takes 
quite a battering with any Plus P, infre
quent use of these loads in a gun safe to 
start with should be all right. With a 
K-frame or similar gun, there should be 
no problem, but it would be wise to have 
any gun not normally using hotter loads 
checked by a competent gunsmith first. I 
would - especially with a J-frame gun. In 
the Detective Specials I've tried, this load 
has not presented a problem. 

I and many others prefer a meatier cali
ber than .38 Special; however, it seems a 
.38 Plus P load comes close to approach
ing standard .45 ACP hardball effective
ness. When packing a .38, remember a 
good Plus P load in an up-to-standard 
gun - like the 158-grain lead hollowpoint 
- does make a difference. 

Since police agencies are not likely to 
change to the .45 or something else more 
powerful overnight, scouting the right 
load for the .38 at least allows one to take 
advantage of the situation. Furthermore, 
if one has his gun properly inspected to 
find out if it can handle Plus Ps, and if it 
checks out and he examines it after fi ring 
for potential damage (loosening screws, 
etc.), he can have the best possible in the 
current situation. 
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Battlefield 
Wrong Arena 
for ERA 
by Fred Reed 

WHEN amateurs toy with the military in ac
cord with social fashion, soldiers eventually 

die for it. This is a quaint truth which the women
in-combat people ought to ponder at great and 
careful length. In fact, the thought seems not to 
have occurred to them. The trouble is not that fem
inists are indifferent to the loss of life, but that they 
know nothing of war, often do not believe that war 
is justifiable and view combat as a distant prospect. 
But for those who do the dying, war acquires a pi
quant immediacy. 

The motives behind the campaign to put women 
in combat are utterly political. Chief among them 
are a romantic egalitarianism, a vague sense of in-

. justice, a fear of the women's lobbies and a desire 
for re-election. Considerations of military effec- · 
tiveness languish because the advocates of female 
infantry are not, as a group, interested in the prac
tical military: gunships, tanks, squad tactics, 
strategy. 

They tend to be of the insulated American left 
who banned the bomb, levitated the Pentagon and 
voted for McGovern. They are not evil people, but 
they live in a mental world remote from military 
matters. Their political concerns are social. They 
want racial harmony, day-care centers, food for 
the poor and an end to discrimination. In my ex
perience, they simply don't like military men, who 
are often exuberant male chauvinists. They not in
frequently regard war as the fault of the Pentagon, 
and question the legitimacy of the military. In 
short, they are extremely well-equipped not to 
make military policy. 

A persuasive case can be made for many of the 
reforms desired by feminists. But on military mat
ters, their illogic is frightening, their ignorance in
credible. Some years ago, as a reporter for the Ar
my Times paper, I interviewed a ranking officer of 
the National Organization of Women (NOW) on 
the women-in-combat question. Never have I heard 
such convoluted inconsistency; such blank ig
norance of the military at war. She told me in one 
sentence that women are as strong as men; in the 
next that they would be as str<mg if they were rais
ed differently. Are-and-would-be was a persistent 
theme. According to her, women are as aggressive 
as men, and would be if they were raised different- . 
ly. 
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In particular, she had no notion of the physical 
demands of combat. I pointed out that a wounded ., 
man under fire has to be carried off the field quick
ly. It takes heavy musculature to throw a 165-
pound man over one's back and run with him. 
When I went through Marine basic, everyone did 
it. Could women? Well, she said, the woman could 
take the feet, and a man could carry the shoulders. 

My distinct impression is that feminists do not 
want women to serve in combat. They want the ab
stract right to do it, but certainly not the obliga
tion. Unfortunately, the two are not easily separa
ted. When I asked about conscription should the 
ERA pass, the response was evasive: the Army is 
all volunteer, and isn't it time we stopped having 
wars anyway? 

FEMINISTS seem to have a powerful desire for 
equality, and no intention of letting biology get 

in the way. It is as if men were to demand the legal 
right to give birth. 

She suggested, as many feminists do, that only 
physically qualified women should be admitted to 
the infantry·. The idea is reasonable on the surface. 
The sorry fact is that standards don't last when 
politics prevail. In the past, when an ethnic or 
racial group has not produced enough qualified 
men for a given job, Washington has forced the 
military to lower its standards. 

This. solution attracts politicians because it sug
gests social concern and is suitably conspicuous. 
Nobody dies because of it until the next war, when 
the deaths will be blamed on something, or some
one, elseo Precisely the same thing is happening 
with women. Physical standards are lower for 
women than for men at the service academies. The 
Army is busily buying smaller uniforms for 
women. On the average, smaller people are weaker 
and able to carry less weight. 

Feminists can argue that if women haven't been 
proved able to handle combat, neither have they 
been proved unable. The wise thing is to conduct a 
test - train a few squadrons of women as fighter 

. pilots and lend them, after a bit of arm-twisting, to 
an ally that engages in combat. Israel comes to 
mind. If women can handle air combat, they can 
handle any non-physical fighting. Then train a bat
talion of volunteer women as infantry, give them 
competent male officers, and try them in a bush 
war. One will come along. 

I F they perform well, then by all means recruit 
women on an equal basis with men. Until then, 

don't tinker with men's lives and the nation's safe
ty for the gratification of a pressure group. 

/' 
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IVAN'S ELITE 

Soviet airborne troopers launch attack, using new AKO assault rifles. Photo: V.M. Martinava 

Soviet Special and 
Unconventional Warf are Units 

THE Soviet army is a mass a rmo red 
fo rce. Its striking power lies in no less 

than 52 tank and 11 7 motorized -rifle divi
sions, backed by strong combat and ser
vice support elements. All units down to 
division leve l have nuclear-capable 
rockets, missiles and artillery. In sheer size 
and weight of metal, these forces tower 
above Soviet special and unconventional 
warfare units, and though comparat ively 
small, have a n importance far beyond 
their numbers. 

T hey have t he power to operate inde
pendently in low- and middle-intensity 
conflicts where the commitment of full 
divisio ns of troops might be politically -
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by David C. Isby 

or logist ically - difficult , and also to 
operate in conjunction with the armored 
spearheads in a major war in Europe or 
Asia . This aspect of the threat has more 
significance than is immediately apparent. 

The human resources upon which the 
Soviets can draw for their special warfare 
forces have both strengths and weak
nesses. The Soviet soldier is a field soldier. 
He is toughened by an intense training 
program and living condi tions that are 
Spartan even by Soviet standards. He is 
not the illi terate peasant of World War II. 

Today's average Soviet rifleman has more 
schooling than his U.S. counterpart. His 
weapons and tact ics are simple and 
"soldier-proofed, " so that he learns how 
to do what is expected of him during his 
two years' service. 

Other elements in the Soviet a rmy 
weaken its specia l-warfare capabili ty: 
because o f the army's mass orientation, 
the average enlisted man is trained, by 
drill and rote, to fight as part o f a unit, 
not as an individual. Veteran Soviet 
NCOs, the mainstay of any special war
fare uni t, are in short supply. Only 15 per
cent of the Soviet army is composed of 
long-service NCOs and warrant officers, 
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and it is uncertain how many of them can 
be spared to act as small-unit leaders in 
special warfare forces. Most of that 
burden will have to fall on conscripted 
NCOs, who are given a six-month course 
at the start of their two-year service. 

Soviet junior officers, whose training is 
equivalent to that of American officers, 
are frequently criticized in the Soviet press 
for lacking technical and tactical skills, or 
for sticking to the letter of plans that have 
come down from higher levels, rather 
than using their own initiative. 

The Soviets have devised their normal 
platoo n and company tactics so that these 
failings will not be crucial, but on special 
operations, junior officers must be able to 
function independently of their superiors. 
However, because of the Soviet army's 
size it may well be that officers and men 
assigned to such units will not be locked 
into textbook tactics . 

The various Soviet special warfare 
units' missions are similar to those of their 
U.S. co unterparts. Each has a different 
specific task and can operate either in
dependently or in cooperation wit h other 
forces. 

Airborne Forces 

The Soviets have eight airborne divi
sions with a strength of approximately 
8,000 men each. The airborne divisions, 
the long arm of Soviet power, and the 
naval infantry (See "Black Berets," SOF, 
February '80) give the Soviets the capabili
ty to exert a military presence beyond the 
Eurasian landmass. In addition to this 
global, strategic role, the airborne divi
sions can seize strategic objectives by air
dropping or flying in before ground forces 
invade. For example, the 103rd Guards 
Airborne Division took Prague airport 
and other key objectives in Czechoslo
vakia during the Soviet invasion of 1968, 
and the 105th Guards Airborne Division 
secured the vital airfield at Kabul while 
ground forces crossed the Afghan border 
in 1979. 

In a full-scale war, Soviet paratroopers 
would drop in desants, from battalion to 
division in size, behind enemy lines , not 
only to hold until relieved, but to seek and 
destroy headquarters, rear-area facilities, 
ai rfields and nucle"ar weapons. The Rhine 
and Weser bridges, NATO headquarters 
and similar high-priority installations 
would be possible targets of such desants. 

The invasion of Afghanistan marked 
the first time Soviet airborne divisions 
have been sent into combat in a Third 
World nation . It may well not be the last. 
In 1973 , the Soviet threat to intervene in 
the Arab-Israeli war was backed up by fly
ing the 103rd Guards Airborne Division to 
transit camps at Belgr.ade Airport, in 
range of the crisis area . In 1978-79, a 
series of long-range airlifts, bringing air
borne divisions to Ethiopia for training, 
helped refine Soviet long-range capability. 
The Soviet paratrooper, with his blue 
beret and striped shirt, may soon become 
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a common sight in the world's trouble 
spots. 

Unli ke the U.S. 82nd Airborne, Soviet 
airborne di visions are heavily mechanized. 
Approximately a third of their in fant ry -
one company per battalion or one regi
ment per division - can be mounted in 
BMP airborne infantry combat vehicles, 
armed wi th Sagger anti-tank guided 
missiles and 73mm cannon. Like the 
82nd, all Soviet airborne unit s - with the 
exception of the 106th Guards Airborne at 
Tula-Ryazan , which has a training role -
are at high degrees of readiness. In 
peacetime, they are under the direct com
mand of the minister o f defense rather 
than the army high command, making 
them able to react quickly to carry out the 
Kremlin's plans. They are, in effect, a 
semi-autonomous service within the army . 

Also like the 82nd, the Soviet airborne 
has pathfinder and reconnaissance units . 
Each division has a recon company and 
each regiment a recon platoon . They are 
trained in precision jumping· and use 
steerable canopies. Each Soviet airborne 
division has, in addition to three airborne 
regiments, one battalion each of 122mm 
howitzers, 122mm multiple-rocket 
launchers, 85mm assault guns, 23mm 
anti-aircraft guns, engineers and other 
support elements . 

Non-Divisional 
Airborne Forces 

These forces include paratroopers, sup
port elements (equivalent to the U.S . 
XVIII Airborne Corps troops) and in
dependent combat units (equivalent to the 
U .S. 1/ 509th Airborne based in Italy) . 
They are on the spot for contingencies 
that need a rapid reaction force. The 
Soviet independent airborne regiment at 
Neurippen, East Germany, has a similar 
role . 

Supplementing these forces are the air
borne forces of the Warsaw Pact armies 
- the Poles have a full division and the 
Czechs a brigade; the other states field 
battalions. 

The nearest Western equivalent to the 
naval infantry is the French Fusilier 
Marins. Although they share the same 
amph ibious assault role as the U.S. Ma
rine Corps, Soviet naval infantry regi
ments are basically standard , motorized 
rifle regiments with specialized training -
and withou t specialized equipment. They 
are thus very differen t rrom the flexible , 
miss ion-oriented U.S. Marine Air
Ground Task Groups . 

The five Soviet Naval Infantry regi
ments (not brigades, as frequently report
ed) are located with the Baltic, Black Sea 
and Arctic Fleets, and two with the 
Pacific Fleet. Due to the increase in Soviet 
naval amphibio us capabili ty, its naval in
fantry can be transported anywhere in the 
world. A signi ficant feature of many re
cent crises - the Middle East in 1973 , 

Soviet airborne 
BMD on parade. 
Combat vehicle 

, is armed with 
Sagger missiles, 
visible on 
launch rail 
above 73mm 
Model 2A20 
smooth-bore 
gun. Photo: 
{l.S. Army 

Angola in 1974, Somalia in 1978 and the 
Indian Ocean in 1980 - has been the 
presence of at least one Soviet amphibious 
warfare ship as part of its local naval task 
force, hovering off the coast to provide 
instant intervention capability if needed. 

So far, the naval infantry - whose 
tough fi ghting and black uniforms earned 
them the nickname "The Black Death" 
from the Germans in World War II -
have never come ashore. But they give 
Soviet leaders a capability formerly 'en
joyed by the West alone: the abi lity to 
send in forces during a crisis, much as the 
U.S. Marines supported the Lebanese 
government in 1958 and the Royal Ma
rines landed to prevent an invasion of 
Kuwait in 1961. 

In a general war, the naval infantry 
would be used - as the airborne - in 
desants. It would seize and hold straits, 
bases and other objectives import-a.nt to 
the Soviet navy, or destroy enemy facili
ties. Keflavik in Iceland, with its vital air
field, may well be a key objective, as 
would be bases in Norway, Denmark, 
Malta or any place where the allies have 
important installations. 

Each Soviet naval infantry regiment has 
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a reconnaissance company. Equivalent to 
U.S. Marine recon units, they stress active 
patrolling and information-gathering 
rather than passive surveillance. Unlike 
the U.S. Marines, the naval infantry relies 
exclusively on standard army APCs, 
which double as landing craft. Each regi
ment has three naval infantry battalions, a 
tank battalion , a rocket-launcher battery 
and recon, anti-tank, anti-aircraft, 
engineer and other weapons companies. 

The Poles have a brigade-size, army 
amphibious-assault division and two 
naval infantry battalions, the East Ger
mans an amphibious brigade and the 
Rumanians a battalion to add to Soviet 
capability. 

Naval Infantry Commandos 

Soviet naval infantry commandos -
.equivalent to the U.S. Navy SEALs (See 
SOF, March, April '79) - have only four 
platoons, one with each of the four Soviet 
fleets. They are normally deployed in 
small teams. Apparently, all personnel are 
trained in scuba diving and are airborne
qualified (as are many of those in naval in
fantry recon companies) . They may be in- · 
serted by airdrop, helicopter, or from sub
marines by swimming or rubber boat. 
They apparently will be used for tradi
tional commando-type missions, chiefly 
for destruction of high-priority targets. It 
is believed they have been trained in the 
use of limpet-type mines against anchored 
ships. 

Long-Range 
Reconnaissance Companies 

Like the U.S. Army's "LURPs" in 
Vietnam, the reconnaisssance battalion of 
each Soviet tank and motorized rifle divi
sion, and each Front (Army) or Army 
(equivalent to a U.S. Corps) intelligence 
battalion has a long-range reconnaissance 
company. A company is made up of five 
teams; each with a lieutenant, five NCOs 
and privates, plus an HQ section con
sisting of the company commander and 
two enlisted men. Soviet LURPs may 
range in size from a single team to a full 
company. They may range 50 to 350 
kilometers in advance of Soviet main 
forces. They can be inserted by helicopter 
or parachute, or by motorized scout cars, 
using infiltration to penetrate the enemy 
rear . These armored cars have a variety of 
heavy and light machine guns. Many carry 
radio-direction-finding equipment to 
locate enemy radios, while their own 
radios transmit information back in 
speeded-up bursts. LURPs are usually 
lightly armed and seek to avoid combat 
unless required to gather information or 
destroy a high-priority target. Patrols 
carry extra camouflage equipment to 
allow them to conceal themselves, or, 
alternatively, they may avoid combat by 
dispersing and regrouping. 

The highest priority LURP mission in a 
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full-scale war will be to locate enemy 
nuclear weapons and delivery systems 
and, if required, attack and destroy them, 
especially if surprise can be achieved. 
LURPs may also attack headquarters •. 

ABOVE: Soviet airborne trooper, 
wearing new winter uniform, carries 
new AKO assault rifle. Photo: U.S. 
Army. BELOW: Soviet airborne 
trooper stands guard with AKO 
assault rifle. Notice distinctive 
camouflage jacket. 

Amphibious BTR-60PKs swim 
ashore under shellfire. Armed with 
12. 7mm MGs, Soviet A PCs are 
adequate for river crossings but lack 
capacity of USMC L TVP-7 s. 

communications facilities and other ob
jectives, or stage raids and ambushes to 
capture prisoners or equipment. Informa
tion gathering, however, remains their 
primary mission. 

Long-range reconnaissance companies 
are elite units and their personnel receive 
more thorough training and conditioning 
than the average Soviet soldier. Unarmed 
combat, wilderness survival and resistance 
to interrogation are all taught. Their 
assault rifles and pistols are often equip
ped with silencers and flash suppressors. 

Raydoviki 

Raydoviki correspond to U.S. Ranger 
battalions. There are between three and 
six Raydoviki brigades - Brigada 
Osobovo Naznachaniya, special-opera
tions brigades - each of three or four 
battalions and an air-transport support 
unit. Each battalion includes several Ray
doviki companies, 40-50 strong, divided 
into six squads, as well as anti-tank guided 
missile and mortar companies, which use 
122mm rockets fired from man
portable mounts, similar to those used by 
the communists in Southeast Asia. Wheel
ed transport includes GAZ-66 light trucks 
and GAZ-69 jeeps. 

Raydoviki would probably operate in 
company- or battalion-size forces, assign
ed to any mission requiring an unconven
tional-warfare capability. They will also 
be used to train partisans behind enemy 
lines. Frequently heliborne, and probably 
jump-qualified, Raydoviki seem par
ticularly well-suited to a limited-war situa
tion. Although none have so far been re
ported in action, their partisan-training 
mission makes them a potential cadre for 
guerrilla· groups. 

Vysotniki 

The Vysotniki are the Soviet equivalent 
of the U.S. Special Forces. They normally 
operate in squad-size teams for deep air
borne sabotage, reconnaissance and in
telligence penetrations behind enemy 
lines. They are trained in HALO (high
altitude, low-opening) parachute techni
ques. The Vysotniki are organized into a 
number of special-operations brigades, 
which, like U.S. Special Forces Groups, 
are administrative rather than combat for
mations. Unlike the Raydoviki, the Vysot
niki would not be deployed in company- ' 
or battalion-sized units, but only as 
special teams. These units would obvious
ly give the Soviets a strong, unconvent
ional-warfare capability. Unlike Soviet 
line units , small teams of tough, indepen
dent soldiers could easily adapt to a 
strange battlefield while maintaining a 
politically-desirable low profile. 

GRU Diversionary Troops 

There is no U.S. equivalent to the GRU 
diversionary troops. GRU, the main Mili
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tary Intelligence Directorate, has es
pionage agents throughout the world, 
working with the better-known KGB. In 
addition to its agents, the GRU has a 
number of "diversionary battalions." 
These units include both male and female 
soldiers, who often work in civilian cloth
ing, infiltrating an objective in peacetime. 
GRU troops, both in uniform and in 
disguise, seized Prague Airport in 1968 so 
paratroopers could fly in unhindered. 
GRU troops are reportedly trained in a 
wide variety of intelligence and comman
do tasks and in the use of Soviet and 
foreign weapons. GRU units could in
filtrate a country prior to a Soviet attack, 
and then surprise headquarters or vital in
stallations, or eliminate key enemy per
sonnel. GRU diversionary battalions have 
an effective potential far beyond their 
numbers. 

MVD Special Troops 

No U.S. equivalent exists for the MVD 
- the armed forces of the minister of the 
interior - or their special troops. They 
are armed with standard army equipment 
- tanks and APCs - but their mission is 
to maintain order inside the Soviet Union. 
If civil disorder or large-scale dissidence 
occurs, MVD troops quell it. If, as during 
the rioting at Rostov in 1963, the MVD 
proves insufficient, the regular arrriy is 
sent in. MVD special troops probably act 

as a national SW AT team and anti-terror
ist force. A highly-skilled unit that is per
haps modeled on West Germany's Grenz
schutzgruppe 9 (See SOF, March '80), its 
missions can take it into foreign nations 
where the Soviet army is fighting; so these 
units may yet appear in Afghanistan. 

Warsaw Pact 
Special Forces 

The Warsaw Pact armies contribute to 
Soviet unconventional-warfare capability. 
The East German 40th and 5th "Willi 
Sanger" commando battalions are based 
at Prora on the Baltic island of Rugen. 
One or both battalions could be dropped 
behind NATO lines wearing West German 
uniforms. They might be joined by Soviet 
units, dressed to impersonate British, 
American and Danish troops. 

Reportedly, another East German 
force, estimated at two companies, is 
equipped with M48 tanks and M 113 
APCs. These vehicles, painted with West 
German markings, are stationed in 
southern East Germany. They were pro
bably obtained from Vietnam. 

Other Warsaw Pact nations also have 
battalion-size special-forces units. The 
Czech 7th Airborne Battalion at Hol-
leschau has a special-forces role, as do 
several Polish units. Although the en
thusiasm of these units towards their 
Soviet allies may be open to question, they 

are all well-trained, extremely tough 
troops. 

From the wide range of Soviet special 
forces, it is obvious that the USSR takes 
unconventional , limited-war-fighting cap
ability seriously. These forces enable the 
Soviets to project their military force 
worldwide and fight any type of enemy in 
any type of terrain. If the Soviet military 
trend of recent years - greater emphasis 
on conventional warfare and fighting 
beyond the Eurasian landmass - con
tinues, then these forces will assume an 
even greater importance. They also have 
an important role in the context of a war 
with NATO. The Soviets count on them 
to create a second front in the enemy rear, 
operating in conjunction with forward 
detachments of armored forces. In 
theory, this will be the tactic that 
threatens the stability of NATO's defense. 
Even in nuclear war, small groups of well
trained soldiers will be a potent force, 
considering the dispersion of forces re
quired by nuclear weapons. The Soviets 
understand that a few men attacking a 
nuclear weapons storage site, a head
quarters, an airfield or the vast parks of 
prepositioned U.S. Army equipment can 
have more effect on the ultimate result 
than divisions . The unconventional threat 
is a powerful one. 

:·················· ATTENTION, RUGER MINI - 14 OWNERS! ···················: • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • The Ruger Mini -14. One of the finest semi- • 
: auto rifles in the world can now be converted in- : 
: to a superb combat and survival rifle. The INTRODUCTORY OFFER: This is your chance : 
• revolutionary "M AXl-14 " ™ Combat Stock from to get the " MAXl-14"™ Combat Stock at a very low in- • 
: PFM was designed by experts for the rugged in- troductory price. For a limited time , the stock will be I 
e dividual who demands the last ounce of perfor- available at only $49, postpaid . Please send your check • 
: mance and versatility from his weapons. The or money order with the coupon below. The coupon is I 
: stock was produced specially for the Mini-14 your mailing label ; please print clearly. : 
• and is loaded with no-nonsense features. • 
: • Super-fast cocking and/or jam-clearing r------------~------1 : 
: mechanism, easily activated from any firing I I : 
• pos ition by pumping the otherwise stationary I To: PFM , P.O. Box 340007, Miami , FL 33134 I • 
: foregrip , shotgun-style. I Enclosed is my $49 O check O money order for : 
: • Multi-position stock capability for optimum I the PFM "MAXl-14"™ Combat Stock. (Dept. SF;-10 I I 
• utilization and readiness. I • 
: • Ambidextrou s thumb-controlled latch for fast I Name: I : 
• stock extension. Address: _ • 
: • Corrosion resistant , heavy -d uty 6061 I Zip I : 
: aluminum basic construction , with no-glare I I I 
• black anodized finish. I I : 
: • Removable sight-thru carrying handle. I Please allow·6 weeks for delivery. I • 
: • Rapid field-stripping capability . L--------------------..a : 
: ........................•........•................................................ ! 
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Your President hasn't told you. The Department 
of Defense hasn't told you. The press hasn't told 
you. General Walt's urgent message may come as 
a terrible shock. Here are facts so important you 
cannot afford to be without them. Facts once available 
only to Presidentia l advisors and top brass. Facts our 
muzzled military cannot discuss without risking General 
Singlaub's fate in Korea. It's a book you and all your 
friends must read if you are to plan for the future. 

You're invited to examine The Eleventh Hour for 15 
days on an absolute, no-strings-attached money-back 
guarantee. If you decide the book is not one of the 
most important you've ever owned, just return it within 
the 15 days, and we'll refund your $9.95 in full, no 
questions asked. 

At least, you'll know the names of the men responsible for 
the coming nuclear war. 
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Send $9.95 for THE ELEVENTH HOUR 

plus 75¢ for postage and handling, I 

account no. 

a total of $10.70, to: I 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Box 693 · Dept. Adv. 
Boulder, CO 80306 
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An Illustrated 
History of the Conflict 

in Southeast Asia 
By Bernard C. Nalty 

Forward by 
General William Westmoreland 

This extensive and impressive 
volume provides an objective analysis 
of the conflict in Southeast Asia. It of
fers a vivid battle-by-battle analysis of 
tactics and strategies and a directory 
of the military equipment employed. 
Dramatic, heavy-impact photographs , 
many never before published, docu
ment the text throughout. 

It begins with France's attempt to 
regain control of its possessions in 
the region . Next is the story of in· 
creasing Viet Cong involvement and 
the escalation of hostilities , the full 
story of American involvement , Viet
namization and reduction in American 
strength , the end of hostilities, and 
finally the establishment of Commun
ist governments. 

Each victory, each defeat , is ex
amined technically , with an appraisal 
of the tactics and the major weapons 
used by the combatants. 

Photographs in color and black and 
white, technical drawings, maps, 
diagrams, and straight, clear text 
make this the most important and 
comprehensive military story of the 
Southeast Asian conflict. 

370 illustrations including 250 col 
or photographs, black-and-white pho
tographs, technical drawings, maps, 
and diagrams. 

SOUHEll 01~ l~fHl'l'UNE 
BOX 693, BOULDER, CO 80306 

Name 

Enclosed is $17.95 per copy plus Address 
$1.75 for postage and handling . 
Please send book(s). Colo· 
rado residents add 31/2 % sales tax. City ------------- State ·---- Zip ____ _ 
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Practical 

SURVIVALIST 
NEWS LEITER 

P.O. Box 1365 
Medford, Oregon 97501 

SURVIVE THE COMING ECONOMIC CR ISIS! Emphasis on pract ical, useful items G 
info you can afford. Survival Firearm s, Food, Location, Barter Items, Reloading G Bullet 
Making, Economics, and more, arranged in levels of preparation-with costs1 Authoritative, 
professional, up-to-date info G product tests. Non-d isclosu r-~ monthl) i1ai!ing. List G 
Inquiries strictly confidential1 $80 per year. Send $1.00 for more information. Book 
SURVIVALIST WEAPONS, $8.95 plus $ 1.75 PGH for subscribers, non-subscribers $10.95. 

'(.IMMANQ~ TM 

WAnHBANg 
Indestructable Nylon Band with Exclusive 
Crystal Cover Strap! 

• Protects your Watch • 
• conceals Nighttime Glow• 

Heavy-D u ty, Resi n T rea ted T y pe 8 Mil -Spec 
Web, 1-2:! /32". Sewn w ith ny lon thread. 
Nearly indes truc ta ble a nd w ill no t rot. Hoo k
n-L.oop closures secure the cover a nd ou r 
unique dou b le-locking wri s t band . Will not 
come off even under s tress. Washable. 
Meas u re wri s t lo nearest 1/4"" a nd s pec ify 
co lor . Olive, Black, Sage Green, Navy. 
,__ Order now, only $5.50, postpaid. 

BRIGADE'S KNIFE POUCH 
A fi tting accessory fo r mos t p.ncket kni ves. Mad e of th e same 
materia l .as ou r Com ma ndo Wa tch lrn nd . Reg ula r s ize fit s mos t 
pocke t kni ves a nd a ll w idth be lts. Hno k-n- 1.oop p rot ec ti ve fl a p 
keeps knife sa fe and read y w he n you need it. Sa me co lo r choices. 
PCH-ST, only $3.95 
PCH-XL, Ex tra Large size for !:luck s ize k ni ves and Cha mpion. 
Specify type. Olive, Black or Tan. Just $4.9 5 

NYLON PARAPACK COMMANDO WALLET 
Ma de to ou r spec:ific:ati11ns. Rugged Parapack or Cordura Ny lon 
C lo th . Dura ble, Wa te r n' pe llent fini s h . Rugg;,d. !i pocke t wa lle t. 
s to w s 1. 0 .. Crf! d it Ca rd s and Mo ney. Ve lr:ro® s trip keeps w alle t 
sec:u rrd y cl osed. Ro t res is tant. floa ta ble . was hab le. form filling and 
mig hty com fortabl e. No w ava ila ble in Olive, Black ,. Red , Brown, 
Blue and Camouflage. Now $8.25 postpaid 

~rder these ac tion p roduc ts b y.sending yo ur c.heck or money order to: 

Brigade Quartermasters, Ltd. MONEY BACK 
Box 108-L. Pow der S pr ings, Ga . 30073 GUARANTEE 
P hone O rd ers: [404 ) 94 3-9336 . 
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STEELE ON KNIVES 
Continued from page 14 

in two). Of course, if you are really ex
pecting trouble or carry a pistol on duty, 
you should have both. 

I don't recommend boot carry for the 
reasons you mention. The most conven
ient, though not necessarily the most con
cealed, position is in the right coat or 
pants pocket. 

Q I have not read anything about 
• Randali knives in your column, 

but, then, I am a new subscriber. What is 
your opinion · of Randall knives versus 
others? Can you tell me where to write for 
a Randall catalog? 

C .P. , 
APO, NY 09405 

A · J:'ou must be the newest of 
esubscribers, because Randall 

knives have often starred in my column as 
well as in my book, Secrets of l\1od_ern 
Knife Fighting (Phoenix Press, Box 693, 
Boulder, CO 80306). Bo Randall's address 
is . Dept. SOF, Box 1988, Orlando, FL 
32802, and his catalog was 50ct the last 
time I checked. 

Randall knife quality is excellent; but 
Bo 's real claim to fame is that he was first 
with just about every significant custom
knife innovation. His Model 3 hunting 
knife was the first modern custom hunter, 
starting back in the 1930s. His Model 1 
fighting tnife and Model 2 fighting stilet
to were the standard by which all knives 
were judged in World War II. His Model 
18 survival knife was the first hollow
handle combat knife. He was the f irst to 
use micarta for a handle material, and he 
even invented the sub-hilt (which he cplled 
an " inner hilt, " and which he dropped 
from his fine as too expensive to produce 
and as having no advantage over the choil 
design). His 5000-knife museum contains 
numerous experimental models of his 
own, which were '.'one of a kind," no 
longer available even on special order. 

AUTO SEAR 
DROP-IN DROP-OUT 

Fits all AR- l 5' s 

No Machining Needed. 
Not a Cheap Imitation, 

But the Good One At the 
Price You Can Afford. 

ONLY $4 75 0 POSTPAID 

BRADCO 
PO. BOX 22000- 151 

TEMPE, AZ 85282 
MAY f.'FOU1RE RtGISTRA TION W ll H B A T F 
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Full size replica of the Knuckle Duster 

ORDER TODAY! 
$7 .95 postpaid 

Aluminum paperweight 
$3.95 postpaid 

' 
For novelty paperweight use only. 

Not intended for any other use. 

Send check or M.O. to: 

BEST 
SPORTS SUPPLIER 

P.O. Box 4, Dept. 14 
Hazelwood, Mo. ~3042 

ADVENTURERS TELEPHONE 
TEST SET 
Clips on anywhere. 

New 1980 
Price 
' 6800 

Monitors phone conversation. 
Undetected while testing. 
Flip switch and place calls. 

Black Rubber 
Green Plastic (Not shown) 

Don't Leave Home Without It! 

A Must For Every Adventurer 
S6e.OO & P.PO. 
Money Orders. VISA & 
Master Charge 

TEL-TEST 
P.O. Box 278, Butler, Ohio 44822 

~-----------------LOCK~ 
PICKING !J : 

ILLUSTRATED . ' ' . 
How They Work l How to Pick Them 

Lock picking methods and tools explained In detail with 
text and illustrations. Discusses padlocks, lever 
tumbler locks, disc tumbler locks and pin tumbler 
locks. Plus Illustrated price list of lock picks available 
to students . .. . . . . . . .. .. ... ... $3. 50 

Money Order or Credit Card Only 
IN STORE or BY MAIL • Catalog $1 .00 

SURVIVAL BOOKS 
11108 Magnolia Boulevard 

North Hollywood, C1llfoml1 91801 
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COMBAT PISTOLCRAFT 
Continued from page 18 

A British police inspector in the Royal 
Hong Kong Police Force had been subject 
to investigations into homosexuality 
within the police force and/ or govern
ment circles. He was about to be ap
prehended for such activities, and on the 
day prior to this, drew a .38 police 
revolver from the police armory. 

On the appointed day, the arresting of
ficers broke into his apartment and found 
him dead with five bullet wounds to the 
chest and heart, the weapon on the floor 
and a suicide note nearby. There were no 
signs of forced entry and the flat was Jock
ed from the inside. 

The coroner and ballistics experts were 
all baffled and called it "suicide." The 
jury recorded an "open verdict" to keep 
the case open should there be further 
evidence. 

Murder or suicide? Motives for murder 
are evident, but how was it done? Could a 
man shoot himself five times in the chest? 
Most suicides shoot themselves in the 
head. 

The final question - should all police
men contemplating suicide possess .45s? 

R.A.H. 
Kowloon, Hong Kong 

A 1 am very much obliged to you for 
•making me aware of the MacLen

nan case. like those called in as experts in 
·this matter, 1 had never heard of a case of 
suicide by multiple gunshot wounds -
but 1 have now. 

Granting that an open verdict was 
rendered, the only facts ruling against 
suicide ·were those producing simple in
credulity. Is ii possible for a man to keep 
on shooting himself after delivering the 
first wound? And not just once, but four 
times. 

Well, I've never before heard of such a 
thing (and I am a professional student of 
such matters) but anyone who has studied 
gunshot wounds at any length will have to 
admit that the act is indeed possible. 
Comparatively fe w pistols are very power
ful. They will all kill, but not many wili 
flatten a man with one hit. I think it was a 
suicide. 

As to your question, police officers (or 
others) contemplating suicide should not 
be issued any sort of firearm. Shooting 
oneself is noisy, messy and inconsiderate. 

This month Ken Hackathorn discusses 
belly guns and evaluates several top 
whee/gun contenders, opting for the S& W 
M-49 Bodyguard. 

POPULARITY of the two-inch-barrel, 
small-frame .38 special revolver is 

widespread. Over the years I have owned 
a number of them, but never really settled 
on one model that suited my taste. I am 
convinced that the .38 belly gun serves on
ly one role as a self-defense sidearm: a 
hideout, back-up second gun. 

. · The LAW·ENFORCEMENT COURSE . 
Written bV Ellperts Based on Actual 
Police-Academy >raining Programs! 
It police work -sounds exciting .... if 

crime prevention, helping others, 
and making. the world a better place 

to live-are important to you, send 
for free information about Police 

Sciences Institute . .The experts on 
our staff have trained -hundreds of 

"-'l. :;;:men in resident p.oliee academies. 
· ~-"> -
-<,'Ci;. Experts Show You What to Do, How to 
~ \J. 1·;:. ~ · o it ... Guide You Every Step of the Way! 

zi.., .: \ : 1 Everything explained in easy-to-un·derstand Ian-
/ ,. ..... , .(. guage, coryiplete wit.h dr~wings, di_agrams, .charts 

·. and photos. You receive materials and rnstru-
ments you need to ac1ually learn by doing 

as you follow s imple instruct ions. You'll 
learn everything from pat rol procedures, 

criminal investigat ion techniques - finger
prints, photography. gathering evidence 
- to traffi~ cont rol, acciden1 investiga
tion, crowd control and making arrests. 

CRIME~SCENE PHOTOGRAP.HY You rece~ve 
camera. fi lm . flash bulbs. batteri e;;. 
FINGERPRINTING FIELD KIT Includes pow· 

I
. der, brushes, fingerp rint strips, 

sensitizing pad to lift latent 

m ~~?8lfN~~sCOLLECTION KIT 
Includes sampling pipette ~ col
lect ion bottles and baQs, slides 

and training microscope. 

, Plus Traffic Investigation Field Kit, Drug 
Enforcement Fact Book, Illustrated 

· Policemen's Glossary. · ~ 

Mail Coupon .Today for FREE FACTS ~ '•u· . 
r----~-.-----· rttFol' · 1 

Police Sciences Institute, Dept. RCOAO CfME•r I 
I 4401 Birch Street .~ewport Beach, CA 92660 
I Please rush free facts that tell how I can learn I 

Police Sc.iences at home for only a few dollars I I a month. No obligation, no salesman will call. 

I NAME AGE __ I 
I ADDRESS I 
a.c.!!:'. _ _;, ___ _:r~ __ ....;I!_-;::::;;-:;;;; J 

Carry wallet. cigarettes. 
lighter. comb. pen, keys, 
etc. 

Enjoy pocketless fashion 
while protect ing your 
valuables. 

Made f rom lightweight 
washable stretch synthe
tic with velcro closure for 
safety and p roper fi t. 

Two side pocke'ts .with ad· 
justable hight flaps plus 
two iflsert compartments. 

In black w ith 'red tr im. 

Adjusts to any ankle-one 
size fits all. 

« The anklebag comes with 
a separate specially made 

·--ac:::....:;JL :id CHANGE PURSE. 

ANKLER DESIGNS, P.O. Box 5636 
San Juan, Puerto Rico 00905 
(809) 722-1069 . 

Please send me_Anklebags at S9.00 each, 
two for $15,00. Postage & Handling included. 
__ Check __ MO __ Master Charge __ Visa 

Card number ___ _________ _ 

Interbank number. ____ Exp. date _ __ _ 

Name ______________ _ 

Address __________ _ ___ _ 

CitY--'-' - ---Slate _____ zip __ _ 

Wholesale inquiries invited U.S. Patent pending 
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CATALOG 
•• 

AIFUUJICI MAllUAl 

Our latest catalog and reference manuar is here S;xfy 
8' r ' 11 pholo-1llustra1ed pages ol U S M1l1fary clolh1ng . 
equipmenl and camoing surviva l goods Trie lines! 
oubl1cat1on ol its lyoe 1n the industry Same-day ~o - hassle 
service world -wide shipping and NO JUNK Nothing more 
needs 10 be said $1 00 postoa•d 

Southeastern Surplus. Inc . 
7t02 H1gnway 85 Riverdale GA 30214 

lt:al,les RIFLESCOPES 

SINCE ·1898 

Recognized as the finest worldwide 
Specially designed models for dawn, 

dusk and twilight hunting . 

-al so fo r military use-

For full information, send $1 .00 

KAH LES OF AMERICA 
Main Street 
Margaretville, NY 12455 
Tel : 914-586-4103 

AN AUSTRIAN QUALITY PRODUCT 

"PICK LOCKS" 
THE SCIENTIFIC WAY WITH COMPUTER 

DESIGNED TOOLS ORIGINALLY 
DEVELOPED FOR ISRAELI INTELLIGENCE! 

PICK CONFIGURATIONS PROGRAMMED TO 
CONFORM TO AN AMAZING 96.6% OF ALL 5 

& 6 PIN AN D DISC. TUMBLER LOCKS -
WITH AVERAGE OPENING. TIME UNDER 

3 MINUTES! 
COMP·U·PIX - Se! ol 12 picks (24 con fig· 

. . uratlons) 4 tension tools. Extra hard 
~· (chrome nickel) stainless steel. Case 

C and Instruction Manual Included. 

00 
04,;,,. PRICE.$28.50 

'<-
·~+ 

ORSEND $1.00 FOR CATALOGUE 
OF OTHER FASCINATING 

. PRODUCTS AVAILABLE 
FROM: 

CDmP~H 
1476 California St., Suite 228 

San Francisco, CA S4109 

Today a trained Locksmith can just about write his own ticket. 
Lock1mlth average $15.00 an Hour. Learn at home • Earn as you 
learn Fast easy course !hat trains you by doing . All keys ; locks: picks: 
ca r lools and special equipment suppl ied. Zooming crime is 
everywhere. everyone is .seeking greater pro tection. C.1h In It once, 
tra in at home. Earn extr• SSS right aw1y. Send for exciting facts and 
a Free Lesson - No obligation or Send $49.95 for complete Kit & $1 .75 
Shipping & handling . Visa or Master charge OK Send No. & Expiration 
Date . Giant catalog jam packed with lalest Locksmith lools FREE w1ih 
kit. Or send $5.00 for catalog only . For ln1t1nt ordertng call 1 ·800· 
527-4353. NATIONAL LOCKSMITH SUPPLY P.O. BOX 31598 
DALLAS. TEXAS 75231 DEPT D68 
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I know many people choose these little 
revolvers for their primary weapon. How
ever, popularity of the .38 snubbie for 
general defensive use does not make it a 
good choice . Many merchants, business
men and security personnel prefer the lit
tle S&W Chief Special and Colt Cobra for 
their sidearm, as do many police officers 
who carry these little blasters while work
ing plain-clothes or off-duty. 

All these individua)s who carry small, 
concealable snubbies do so from fear of 
trouble, not expectation of it. If one does 
not expect to get in a fight, then the little 
.38 special wheelgun may be ideal. If he 
expects a serious social encounter and 
arms himself with anything less efficient 
than a full-size duty revolver or service 
pistol, then he has made his first tactical 
error. 

I believe in a small-frame .38 special 
revolver for a back-up gun, to be used on
ly if my duty arm is out of action or un
available. More lawmen are now search
ing for a practical back-up piece. 
Although some experts recommend the 
various .22, .35, .32 or .380 caliber, 
small-size, easily concealable handguns 
for cops to use as a second gun, I 
wouldn't care to stake my life on anything 
smaller than a .38 special. In fact, the .38 
special cartridge in one of the better two
inch revolvers such as the Chief Special 
series of S&W guns or Colt D-frame guns 
like the Agent or Cobra are the modern
day equivalents of last century's derr
inger. 

So my modern "derringer" must have 
certain characteristics to make it worth
while. It must be constructed of quality 
materials and be properly designed so as 
to have minimum bulk and weight and be 
easily concealed . Its speed for getting into 
action and ease of firing are critical. 
Therefore, my choice has narrowed to a 
revolver with shrouded hammer. Some 
gunshop commandos recommend cutting 
the hammer spur off a standard, exposed
hammer model revolver to aid in snag-free 
operation. My gun must be capable of fir 
ing from the pocket as well, if someone 
tries to grasp it from my hand. 

The only guns worth considering are the 
Colt D-frame revolvers such as the Detec
tive Special , Cobra and Agent, each with 
the optional hammer shroud . The other 
currently available gun is easily the ugliest 
revolver on the market today: the Smith & 
Wesson M-49 Bodyguard. 

For easy access and top-flight opera
tion, the Bodyguard is my choice. While it 
holds only five rounds - compared to the 
Colt's six shots - it's a worthwhile com
promise. The gun is more compact than 
the Colt D-series. Also, the Colt's current 
price is much higher. My S&W M-49 
Bodyguard is an all-steel, blued-steel 
revolver. It started out with a rather stiff 
action and rough trigger. The serrations 
on the trigger's face caused problems, 
since they hinder the finger's natural 

NOWAIT,JllUH 
NIW ITOCK IN. 
allTHUUV I 

lllTRI MM1111r eo. 
-•OTICl-

New MK It AR 15 Auto Sear. Mechan•sm. Pal . Pend We dare 
anyone 10 cornpare1 This umt 1s lully machined from Super 
Ni1ron1c 40 s1a inles~ . 405 s1a1ntess and 4130 chromoly steel 
hardened throughout. wilh class A Music wire springs. Unit 
reQuires the ronowing M16 !='arts to !unction as a tull 11u10 se1ec1 

tire wAapon. Hammer. trigger. d•sconnector. bott carrier and 
safety se1ec1or . Ideal tor pohce etc II rs easily remoYable": 
requires no macl'une and needs ltttle or no maintenance Law 
Enforcement Agency·s can now allow SWAT 1eams 10 \a~e 
!~err weapcns home wl!h Aulo Sear removed. as you know this 
rs impossible w11h the M1 6. 

~~~~ 1naurnes ,... •• G~~~\~!J 
NOTE This 15 not the same piece ol 1unk.that has been floattng 
afound1 A copy al you[ license is apprecaaled, bul nol 

necessa ry p~ G.kC .bS~~~EN or ~ble to 

Use o f this device permitting full automatic mode 
Is subject to the provisions of the gun ccrntrof act 
ol 1968. 
P.O. Box 1104, Dept. SF RoeemHd, Call!. 91770 

·.The famous C.l.A. 
·"C.,et out of jail free" card 
An exact reprint of the C.l.A. Covert Operations 
1.D. card carried by members of the SOG (Studies 
and Observations Group) In S.E. Asia during .the 
Viet Nam Era. 

" ... Do Mt detain or question him! He Is 
authorized to wear civlllan clothing, carry unusuol 
personal weapons, pass into restricted areas, 
requisition equipment of all types . .. " 
"If he Is killed, do not remove this document from 
him! Etc . .. printed In three colors! 

SOLD AS A WAR 
RELIC ONLY! 

Devll 's Brigade 

$5.00 
guaranteed! 

P.O. Drawer I, Dept. SF, Waskom. Texas 75692 

AUVEN'l'URERS 
rl'EU~PHONE ANU 
rl'ES'I' 

MODEL 1011 

CONNECTS ANYWHERE ON LINE 
MONITORS AND TESTS, OR MAKES CALLS 

MADE OF RUGGED, NON·REFLECTIVE BLACK RUBBER 

568 
ALSO AVAILABLE: 

With Shipping & Ins. Paid 
CASH, CHECK, MONEY ORDER 

VISA" & MASTER CH~!!,'t .. ~: ..... ~.,.•"" •• P••• .,..,.,.,. 
Green Plastic Oial-ln·Hardset style Test Set 
Push·Tone and Dial combined Test Set 
Battery powered Field Phones 
Sound powered Field Phones 
Telephones ind Books on Telephones 

CATAtOG: $1.00 {U.S.) 

Vt~t-American'." 
109 Fire Lane, N. Cape May, NJ 08204 

NPS BOX 85 LOVELAND . co 80537 DEPT 510 

•11\••o NEED A NEW IDENTITY? Ir :::%.. LA~INATED PHOTOl.D. 
\ "·~·~ National authorized for each state. 
'-·~;;· Offlclal in color & quality. 

h · Send $7.00 (2 for $12.00) cash or p OtO M.0. Sex . wt ., height , color of hair & 
i.d·. eyes, birthdate, small photo, address. 

SEND$\ .00 FOR COLOR FOLDER ON 1.0 . 'S 

THE 
MX MILITARY EXCHANGE 

If ·It's military, MX is for you! MX is the lnterna
t10nal monthly paper to advert ise your sales and 
find your bargains . MX covers all arms , vehicles, 
equipment and supply - land. sea, and air- . $6. 00 
for., 12 monthly Issues . Act now and ·get 2 e><tra 
months frM!. Low classified rates start at 9C each 
word . Display ad rates just as attractively priced . 
J.4X, Ttie Miiitary E>cchange, P. 0. Bo)( 3, Dept . SF , 
Torrington, CT 06790. 
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The butterfly de
sign: Closed, twin 
handles enclose 
and protect 
working portion 
of the knife . To 
open, the han
dles revolve 
in opposite 
directions to 
expose AND 
positive-lac 
the blade. 

Overall 
Length 
9.0". 

THE MOST 
DEPENDABLE 

FOLDING KNIFE 
OF THE ORIENT ... 

AND NOW THE 
UNITED STATES. 

•This 
unique 

folding field 
knife fea
tures an 

individually 
hand crafted 

hollow ground 
blade, of tough 
154 CM Stain
less. • The pre-

cision fitted 
solid brass 

or stainless steel 
handles feature 

beautifully inlayed 
MICARTA Inserts. 

For brochure send .75. 
Dealer inquires Welcomed . 

3039 Roswell St., Los Angeles, CA 90065 

WORLD GUIDE TO 
GUN PARTS 

MODERN 

'!l1 GUN 
~PARTS 
;it> NIN TH EDITION MILITARY • ANTIQUE 

1980 

~ ·""'"• NU MRI CH ARMS. lhe 
~ @ wo rld 's largest su pp lier 
~ of gun pa rts off ers new 

, • for 1980. Catalog No. 9 
~ ~ covering a 100 mdl1 on 

parts inven tory w ith 1n· 

~ ~~""~~~~£1! '.~ ';~~;on ne ver bef o re 

U.S. PRICE $2.95 FOREIGN $3.95 
P.O. BOX SOF .36, WEST HURLEY, N.Y. 12491 

phone (914) 679·2417 TELEX 145·331 

r-----~-----1 
INGRAM·MAC M10 & M11 I 

(.380, llMM, .46) I 
Operation and maintenance manual contains 35 II · I 
lustrated, detailed pages. Info on operation, 
disassembly, cleaning, maintenance ......... $4.40 I 

Money Order or Credit Card Only I 
IN STORE or BY MAIL • Catalog $1.00 I 

SURVIVAL BOOKS I 
11108 Magnoll1 Boul1Y1rd I 

North Hollywood, C11Uoml1111801 I 
L _____ J22,3~~~------J 
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movement during the double-action firing 
stroke. 

I first ground off the serrations and 
polished the surface mirror-smooth. This 
contributed to a much smoother double
action pull. Next, I cleaned up the action 
and installed a S&W K-38 Single-Action 
Kit rebound spring in place of the M-49's 
stock one. This reduces the stiffness of the 
double-action pull and allows for a 
positive trigger return . A pair of smooth, 
S&W rosewood stocks replaced the fac
tory checkered ones. I added a grip 
adapter from Tyler T-Grip to provide a 
solid grip without compromising conceal
ment. (Custom stocks help in handling the 
small guns while firing, but they also 
make concealment difficult.) After these 
changes, the Bodyguard performed much 
better, but some problems still remained. 

These problems centered in two areas, 
both of which could be solved with one 
change. The issue M-49 comes with a two
inch barrel and narrow sights, which are 
difficult to pick up in a hurry. I know 
most experts claim these little guns are for 
close range only and pointing is the only 
thing that matters. Well, I am convinced 
that the only shot with a .38 that will stop 
an attacker is one to the eye socket or ear 
canal. The brain or spine shot is the only 
real dropper. 

If I need fast yet precise shot place
ment, I want a good sight index for my 
flash-sight picture. With the .38 special 
ammo necessary for serious social inter
course, recoil and control of the standard 
two-inch barrel are poor. Also, while one 
doesn't expect to need to reload a back-up 
gun, extraction of empties from a two
inch J-frame S&W is terribly slow, due to 
the extractor rod's short stroke. Normal
ly, one must pick them out by hand. 

My solution to the problem was simple. 
Just remove the original two-inch barrel 
and replace it with a three-inch heavy bar
rel intended for the M-36 revolver. I also 
changed the extractor rod and center pin 
to get a belly gun with it all. This new 
three-inch heavy barrel has a 1/8-inch 
ramp front sight. Mill out the old rear
sight slot in the rear of the frame to 
match. The new sights are low-profile, 
snag-free and fast to use. The heavy barrel 
gives very good balance and dampens re
coil from .38 screamers. As a bonus, the 
three-inch barrel offers a full-stroke ex
tractor that dumps fired cases out in one 
punch of the extractor rod. 

Carried under a jacket in one of Lou 
Alessi's underarm "Bodyguard Model" 
shoulder holsters, this "Super Snubbie" is 
comfortable and fast into action. Carried 
in the right-hand pocket of a tuffy jacket, 
the piece is handy for walking up on 
suspects without appearing gun-happy. If 
checking a vehicle in a traffic stop, keep 
the S&W Bodyguard in the pocket with 
the hand on it and ready . One can walk up 
to the suspect car prepared to shoot if 
necessary, and the gun can be fired right 
through the pocket. If the check turns out 

POPULAR 
MERCENARY BOOKS 

20% DISCOUNT 

0 How To Kill I 
JOHN MINNERY 

0 How To Kill II 
JOHN MINNERY 

0 How To Kill Ill 
JOHN MINNERY 

D BLACK MEDICINE 
Deadly Arts of 
Nerve Points Killing 

0 BLACK MEDICINE II 
Weapons At Hand 

D NEVER SAY DIE 
A Survival Manual 

D RANGER HANDBOOK 
WW Ranger Tactics 

D FREE catalog with order 

0 Catalog only -

Retail Sale 
5.00 4.00 

5.00 4.00 

5.00 4.00 

8.00 6.40 

8.00 6.40 

8.00 6.40 

6.00 4.80 

20-BO% 
on al l books 

· Postage paid 1 .00 refundable 
Postage first book 75¢. All others add 35¢ 

per book postage & handling. 

City ___ State ___ Zip __ _ 

Rush to BUTOKUKAI 
27 WEST 72nd St. 

New York, N.Y. 10023 
N.Y. Residents Add 8% Sales Tax 

THE COMPLETE 

CIA & SPECIA.L FORCES 

e IMPROVISED MUNITIONS• 

These books were origina lly devel oped by the 
FRANKFORO A RSENAL for the CI A and SPE· 
C IAL FOR CES. They are the most detailed and 
comprehensive works ever done on the subject of 
imprnvised weapo ns. For years they have been the 
most sough t af ter and secre tive books ever published 
by the A ME RICAN M l LI T A RY. Only after lengthy 
and ex tensive research have We been able to acquire 
these complete original books and are now making 
them available to you . A nyone who ci n foresee the 
t roubled t imes ahead should not be w i thout the 
knowledge contai ned in these books. 

- Improvised Munitions Black Books -
(BB·I) Vol. I, 147 Pg.. . . . . $9.95 
(BB·2) Vol.2 , 141 Pg.... . .. ... . .. . .. $9.95 ------th DESERT PUBI.ICATIONS 
'fl DEPT. SF. CORNVILLE, AZ. 86325 

1 have·enclosed $ __ Please Rush me: 
_ copy(s) of 8 8· 1 
- copy(s) o f 88·2 

NAME ___ _ ___ _____ _ 

ADDRESS ___ _ _______ _ 

CITY _____ STATE __ ZIP __ _ 
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"PEACE THROUGH STRENGTH " 

CELESTRON GIANT 
11 x 80 BINOCULARS 

As evaluated in SOF 
December, 1979, p. 61 

PRICE: $349.00 ppd. 
complete with case, lens covers, 
straps and tri-pod adaptor -
(Other fine binoculars available -
see our Catalog) 

Weight: 5 lb . 

Send Size (S,M,L,XL) and $7.50 
(includes Postage and Handling) 
to: 

K&L SHIRTS 
Box 9078-1 , Van Nuys, CA 91409 

K - 88FOREWARDRECON. 
SCOPE 

As evaluated in SOF 
October , 1979, p . 52 

PRICE: $345.00 ppd. 
complete with mini-pod, case, 
erecting prism and 46x eyepiece -
(Other eyepieces and photo 
accessories available - see our 
Catalog). 
Weight: 4 lb. 

SEND $2 FOR COMPLETE CATALOG 
Cash, Money Order, Certified Check ONLY , or Master Charge 

or Visa number (and expiration date) to : 
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RMS, Inc. 
P .0. Box 4489, Dept. SOF 
Boulder, Colorado 80306 

Phone (303) 442-6805 

ail clear, the public will not be alarmed at 
the sight of gun play. 

During summer months when conceal
ment is more of a problem, I prefer to use 
a good ankle holster under the fu ll-cut leg 
of a pair of uniform trousers. Bill Rogers 
makes a secure, comfortable ankle holster 
that works well. Carrying a .38 snu&bie in 
the pants pocket is both uncomfortable 
and slow to draw. For traveling it can be 
carried in a lady's purse without undue 
bulk, and this size wheelgun is easy for a 
woman to handle. 

Whether for duty use or personal de
fense, use the meanest load you can han
dle and get good hits with. Don't worry 
about wearing out the gun with these 
loads. You won't have to fire enough in a 
fight to worry about it. 

For practice, stick to mild loads only; 
the gun will last longer and not shoot 
loose. A steady diet of + P .38 special am
mo will de-tune a small-frame gun like this 
in short order. My "Super Snubbie" 
S&W Bodyguard is presently stocked with 
Secret Service "Q" loads and they will do 
the job . If you find that you can control 
and hit accurately only with mild, mid
range wadcutter ammo, then shoot care
fully and put them right in the eye or up 
the nose. Draw quickly - shoot carefully. 

~ 

SHOT 
Continued from page 28 

Bruised but Alive 

At the hospital, Officer Cook was listed 
in good condition with a severe bruise 
over his heart. The Kevlar vest, which 
stopped the .22-caliber long-rifle slug, was 
credited with saving his life . 

Some doctors speculated that although 
the bullet did not penetrate his chest, the 
bruise was severe enough to kill him. They 
believe Cook survived because his heart
beat was in the position of its lowest 
volume of blood when the bullet struck. 
Had · the heartbeat been at its greatest 
volume of blood, the heart could have 
ruptured from the impact. 

Cook spent only three days in the 
hospital for observation and tests. After a 
few days of doctor-ordered rest at home, 
he returned to work. 

Today, four years later, Officer Barry 
Cook still patrols the same district. Every 
day he drives by the Holiday Inn. 

Every day he remembers . 

"aJ 
/ .. , 

NAZI S-S Officer's Belt Buckle 
Hand fini shed in fine silver plate (with lasteners modified 10 Iii 

any \3/,.. bell) . On ly 
$12 .00 poslpaid . Our New 
224 page lully illuslrated 
relic collectors ca lalog = 
$2 .00 free with order . 

W.W. #2 Ltd . 
Box 2063 Dept. F 
St. Louis, MO 63158 
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FLAK 
Continued from page 8 

UZIEL GAL NOT 
ISRAEL GALIL ... 

Si rs: 
In your SHOT Show article (SOF, June 

'80) on p . 35 you stated Uzi Gal (should 
read Uziel) was a designer of the .223 Gali! 
ARM and SAR. This isn't so. The Gali! 
was designed by Israel Gali\ with an assist 
from Yaacov Lior , deputy director of 
Israeli Military Industries. 

Respectfully, 
George J. Skoviera 
Toronto, Ontario, Canada 

Thanks for catching our typo. See also 
our test and evaluation of the Gali/ in the 
first issue of SOF (Summer '75). - The 
Eds. 

ABSURDITY OF CALIBER 
CONTROVERSY NOTED ... 

Sirs : 
Month after month, the arguments over 

the relative merit (or lack of same) of .45 
ACP vs. 9mm and 5.56mm vs. 7.62mm 
rage on. Surely there must be other 
readers who, like me, were once amused 
by partisan rantings, but after a long ton 
o f spilled printer's ink are now perturbed 
by the sheer space the argument takes up. 

Consider this: in four different forms of 
mili tary/ paramilitary servi'ce, only once 
have I had a significant choice in wea
ponry , and that was for a short-term, 
rather specialized op. I have worked in 
different times and places with all four of 
the calibers in question and have found 
that any of them will deliver the goods . 
There are certainly individual weapons I 
do not care for, but when used as intend
ed , I found little fault with their car
tridges . 

The central point is this: the quarter
mastering of weapons is not often within 
the sphere of influence of the individual 
trooper, and although all the accusations 
of shortcomings of a widely used caliber 
cannot do any good, they certainly can do 
a great deal of evil. 

My U.S. military service (USMC) in
cluded 1965-66-67 tours in Vietnam. On 
my last tour I was shocked and disgusted 
to find both Marine and Army replace
ment troops demoralized, dispirited and 
broken by lack of confidence in their abil
ity to successfully engage VC and NV A 
with the 5.56mm round. The rear-echelon 
"ice cream commandos" had convinced 
them that the "mouse gun" would get 
them surely killed. This, coupled with the 
commie-inspired and media-spread myth 
of the invincible, invisible enemy had 
them believing they could not win. That 
sort of rumor-mongering , my friends, is 
criminal. Thousands of morally-crushed 
young men were sent to their deaths at the 
hands of a less-trained, less well-equipped 
and supported, less physically-condi
tioned, but more confident enemy. 

Readers, any and each of these rounds 
have their capabilities and limitations, and 

OCTOBER/BO 

SURVIVE 
WW III 

You can 
survive ... 

if you know 
how. These 

manuals don't 
gloss over the 
truth . They are 

realistic and give 
the straight facts 

about the ultimate 
weapons. They cover 

problems often skipped 
by other books. 

NUCLEAR WAR SURVIVAL The information 
that will save your life, put together as only a pro
fessional can do it. "Nontechnical and directly to 
the point ... "Journal of Civil Defense. L-1 $6.99 

SHELTER/REFUGE DEFENSE - The book on 
guarding your shelter against desperate preda
tors. Everything you'll need to stay alive and to 
keep what's yours. L-9 $7.49 

CHEMICAL/BIOLOGICAL WARFARE - Not just 
what it is and how it works, but how to survive this 
deadliest form of warfare. L-12 $6.98 

All concisely written by Duncan Long to 
help you protect your loved ones when your world 
goes insane. 

All prices include tax and postage. 
MONEYBACK GUARANTEE 

Mail to: LONG SURVIVAL PUBLICATIONS 
Box 163, Dept. FF-9 
Wamego, KS 66547 

Book: _____ _ 

Total enclosed: ______ _ 

City ___________ State ___ Zip __ _ 

Hurry ... it may be later than you thi nk. 
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MILITARY GRAPHICS 
Box 9671-Dept. 3 
Balt imore, Maryland 21237 U.S.A. 

"Our 5th Year Serving the 
FiQhtinQ Man Around the World" 

Worlds largest Selection of Military Insignia Sportswear 

All -Insignia Redesigned 
No. 
I. U.S. Special Forces 
2. U.S. Marine Corps Insignia 
3. British Commando 
4. U.S. Master Airborne Wings 
S. U.S. Senior Airborne Wings 
6. U.S. Novice Airborne Wings 
7. U.S. IOl st Airborne 
8. U.S. 82nd Airborne 
9. U.S. Marine Corps Recon Wings 

10. Rhodesian Airborne Wings 
11. U.S. Navy S.E.A.L. Insignia 
12. Rhodesian Security Force 
13. British Special Air Service 
14. French Foreign Legion 
IS. French Commando 

No. 
16. British Parachute Regt. 
17. British Roya le Marines 
18. Waffen SS Runes 
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you can no more eliminate one from the 
world military scene than change the 
tides. The only rational answer is to think 
of these positive and negative factors in 
terms of the duration of your operations 
(as effecting personal/unit logistics), the 
small-unit tactics of your own force and 
that of your enemy, the typical opposing 
equipment/ barrier hardware/ ancillary 
gear including their calibers with respec
tive advantages and disadvantages, avail
ability and dissemination, the past fire
fight history (or "contact profile") of 
your enemy, average sighting encounter 
distance, response to fire, etc . 

Facing troops whose issue weapon af
fords them ability to deliver stand-off fire 
exceeding your effective range only dic
tates that your tactics will conform to em
phasize surprise, small-unit flexibility and 
point-to-point close-range delivery of a 
superior concentration of fire. If the 
situation were reversed, you would of 
course maximize that advantage of range 
and penetration. I venture to say that if 
my issue weapon were a damned um
brella, I would waste precious little time 
lamenting the superior qualities of the tire 
iron and immediately develop tactics 
to favor a stealthy assault-by-bumber
shoot! 

I know of no weapons family without 
both strengths and weaknesses . Friends, 
let's put this issue to rest. The 9mm, .45 
ACP, 5.56mm and 7.62mm are facts of 
life and will continue to be for a number 
of years. Myself? Under most circum
stances, I would prefer to be armed with 
.45 ACP and 7 .62mm, but for my last two 
times out of the cage, on the first the 
issued longarm was 5.56mm, the sidearm 
.45 ACP; on the second, 7.62mm and 
9mm . So, purists, reconcile that! All per
formed within their means - and well. 

Let's have more research and develop
ment to further explore the capabilities of 
all four of these widely-dispersed rounds 
as well as the common Red rounds - and 
set aside the counterproductive diatribes. 
We will all benefit thereby, and in the pro
cess reinforce (or reinstill) that most 
precious quality of the superior soldier: a 
multi-faceted, open-minded, change
oriented, opportunistic, supremely Mach
iavellian attitude. 

Your sincerely, 
P . Van Zyl 
San Diego, California 

Normally we are only able to print 
shorter letters in FLAK. However, 
because Mr. Van Zyl's complete argument 
was so cogent and to the point and 
because we agree with its premises and 
conclusions, we have printed it in full. -
The Eds. 
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BULLETIN BOARD 
Continued from page 24 

tempting to enter the U.S. to engage 
in terrorist activity and-bringing with 
them supplies, film and other pro
paganda material." 

Another directive from INS in
forms interrogators that "Iranians 
shall not be questioned as to whether 
they are pro- or anti-Shah, Khomeini 
or USA." Agents who have sought ad
vice from the Iran Task Force at the 
State Department have been told "to 
avoid any incident." 

As a result an Iranian who showed 
up at JFK in New York in March was 
allowed to enter this country even 
after a military-like field manual that 
told how to make bombs and mines, 
field strip an Israeli Uzi machine gun 
and use a wide range of other wea
pons was found in his luggage. 

If that were not bad enough, one 
Iranian showed up without the requir
ed visa and was sent on to Canada. In 
his luggage they found 35 photo
graphs taken of American hostages in 
the Tehran embassy. The FBI was 
contacted and they declined to even 
look at the photos. UPI obtained 
them. 

The State Department does not 
even know if the visa-issuing equip
ment in the embassy was destroyed 
before the takeover. The militants 
whci now control the embassy could 
be issuing visas to their friends for 
their purposes. 

SOF believes Iranians entering this 
country with military manuals and 
propaganda should be turned back or 
taken to the nearest " slammer." 

GET TOUGH 

~ 
/-.... 

Continued from page 43 

orado River . Additionally, there are a 
hand ful of more primitive routes , but 
these are known only to those ardent can
yoneers who 've painstakingly worked o ut 
the intricate puzzles on foot. Unless 
you've been down them before, you 'd be 
hard pressed to find your way up through 
the vertical , overhanging cliffs and bench
es before consuming all your water. 

From my position , it's another 12 miles 
to the well-known South Kaibab Trail, the 
next straightforward exit route. Assuming 
I'd survived the bite of the Grand Canyon 
rattlesnake, a toxin far niore potent than 
the western Diamondback's, I'd have 
tried to work my way back up one of the 
Grandview's spur trails . 

Suddenly awake, I pick up my pace, 
hoping to reach the South Ka iba b by early 
a fternoon . But the serpentine Tonto is not 
as flat, nor as straightforward as it ap
pears on my Vishnu, Bright Angel and 
Havasupai Point maps. It cuts behind all 
the primary travertines, slithers around 
every little side drainage, frequentl y 
OCTOBER/BO 
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climbs and descends abruptly and often 
bristles with rocks. It's more of a route 
than a trail. 

To make matters worse, it's frequent ly 
· trod by several hundted feral burros. And 
their senseless spur trails, whic h look 
every bit as good as the Tonto , usually 
lead to enervating and exasperating cul
de-sacs. 

A general malaise overtakes me by the 
time I cross desolate Cremation Canyon 
to the South Kaibab. The thought of run
ning another five miles in the stining heat 
to Bright Angel drop is repulsive. Grant
ed, the on ly way to cover vast distances .on 
foot is to dissociate oneself from the reali 
ty of what he's doing. There's nothing 
more boring to think about than the act of 
running. But I've long since run out of 
concepts and fantasies to occupy my 
mind. I've seen all the wretched Tonto 
and run through all the flies and burro 
shit I want to for a day. 

So I crawl under a boulder and lie there 
lizard-like in the shade, waiting for the 
day's heat to pass. 

The half-hour snooze - a drift between 
consciousness and preunconsciousness -
is enoU"gh of a respite. It provides the 
needed transition to break this day's work 
into two distinct segments. I get up and 
start ambling toward Pipe Spring, the first 
reliable water ~ince Lonetree Canyon . 

I'm suffering from fatigue and heat 
cramps by the time I hit Pipe Spring. So I 
immerse my entire body in a shallow pool 
of running water to cool my overheated 
inner core. Sitting there like a frog on a li
ly pad, I keep promising myself all I have 
to do is reach Bright Angel and I get to 
turn the engine off. That's all I want to do 
now. turn the bloody engine off. 

My resupply team ha·s other plans for 
me , however. Dick Yetman, a noted Ari
zona survival expert and photographer, 
pours two ice cold Meieican beers down 
me and starts pushing me toward Horn 
Creek before I have the opportunity to 
wipe the caked salt from my brow. 
Moments later, the carbohydrates take 
hold, and I lope the next two miles as if 
I'm jogging in a city park. 

Continued on page 83 
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EVERY once in a while the government 
allows the military to do something 

right. The Marines win this time with their 
excellent sniper program and its superb ri
fle . The incredibly accurate, durable rifle 
has a Remington action, an Atkinson bar
rel and a Macmillan fiberglass stock. The 
program's only weak point has been its 
scope, since commercial scopes - al
though excellent for hunting - are not 
suitable for long-term, bone-jarring com
bat. 

I have been aware of the Marines' 
search for a suitable scope for the past few 
years, and at this year's NRA show I got 
to see and examine the winner. Unfor
tunately, civilians can't get one as there 
are no plans to sell it on the open market 
at this time. 

Made by John Unertl Optical Company 
(Dept. SOF, 3551-5 East St., Pittsburgh, 
PA 15214), the scope is approximately II 
inches long and weighs 32 ounces. Of all
steel construction, it seems to be a durable 
son-of-a-gun. The elevation knob is over 
one inch in diameter with large cutouts for 
easy gripping. Each of the 10 positive 
clicks of adjustment changes the scope's 
range in JOO-yard increments out to 1,000 
yards. 

To sight in the scope for a particular 
ammo lot before going in the field, adjust 
the fine-tuning ring just below the main 
elevation knob. Once you have sighted in, 
estimate the range, dial the yardage and 
fire. The large windage knob is held in its 
desired position by an alien-head screw. 
Once set, it is loaded down and the 
shooter uses Kentucky windage. 

This scope does not have any range-esti
mation capability, as does the M21 system 
which uses a Frankfort-Arsenal modifica
tion of a Redfield telescope called the Ad
justable Ranging Telescope (ART). The 
Army is replacing the ARTs with 
Leatherwood-made ART-2s. I personally 
would like a range curve similar to the 
SYD Russian system or scaled like .the 
RPG-7. Because the Marines train exten
sively on range estimation, they feel no 
need for extras - and there's no arguing 
with success. One of the reasons why their 
sniper program is respected and feared 
comes from their use of this weapon 
system. 

The crosshairs are fo.ur heavy, straight 
posts that change into fine crosshairs, 
each leg of which has four fine dots Imm 
apart. They are used for leads when 
shooting at moving targets, and they can 
aid in range estimation. The scope has 
lOX magnification with an 11-foot field of 
view a( 100 yards. 

As of this date, 25 of these scopes have 
been delivered to the Marine Corps out of 
an initial order of 600. They cost $621 
apiece - not cheap , but what's the value 
of a Russian colonel caught in their 
crosshairs? 

The Marines prefer their super-ac
curate, bolt-rifle system and scope to the 
Army's M21 National Match Ml4 and 
Leatherwood-rammed Redfield 3 to 9 
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MARINES GO 
A SIGHT BETTER 

New Unertl Scope: High Technology in a 
Rugged Package 

by Jim Shults 

scope. They want the extra-accuracy edge 
afforded by the custom-bolt gun and are 
willing to give up the M14's greater fire 
power to achieve it. Both Army and Ma
rine options are legitimate - although 
different - solutions to the problem. 

I can tell you one thing: with the right 
man behind the Marine system I can 
guarantee he will get consistent first-shot 
hits out to or beyond 1,000 yards, a fact 
that enemy field commanders and key 
personnel should remember before they 
discover that the battlefield just isn't safe 
for them anymore. 

TOP: Left-hand view shows Marine 
sniper scope's large elevation knob. 
Scope is mounted on Redfield 
rings and base. 

ABOVE: Top, New Marine system with 
camouflaged fiberglass stock. Center, 
Redfield-equipped Remington 700 with 
wood stock. Bottom, Remington winter 
rifle with fiberglass stock 
and Redfield scope. 
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GET TOUGH 
Continued from page 80 

April 27, Day 3 
I've purposely planned the third day to 

be a short one in order to allow my body 
to recover. But even the 20 miles from 
Horn Creek to Boucher Camp seems 
beyond me. It's 8:30 a.m.; the sun is 
beginning another rock-searing climb, 
and my resupply team is becoming 
justifiably impatient. But I feel like I've 
been eaten by a wolf and shit over a cliff. 
My legs don ' t want to move, I've got the 
dry heaves and my ankle feels like a ball 
and chain. 

The beer and the aspirin don't help the 
pain. Every step I take toward The Infer
no feel s like I'm running on a throbbing 
toothache. I feel like packing it in and 
calling it <'!Uits. And I would, but I've seen 
that movie before. There's nothing to 
return to but defeat. Mule-headed tenaci
ty will be the key. 

Still, it's one thing to be chased by an 
unseen enemy for days on end to save 
your life or those of your unit, and 
another to purposely put yourself in this 
kind of situation . But it's just this kind of 
test that most of our society needs. I'm no 
different. Everything in our culture is so 
certain , so predictably easy. How often 
are we called upon to face something that 
pushes us far beyond our known or self
imposed physical/spiritual limitations . 

The pioneers faced and overcame hard
ships every day. This not only tempered 
them but was one of the key elements that 
made our country so great. 

I keep hobbling, this time with my bam
boo cane to ease the pain . I try to take my 
mind off it by thinking of John Colter, a 
mountain trapper. In 1808, Colter was 
overwhelmed by a large number of Black
feet Indians near Three Forks, Mo. The 
chief gave him one chance to live: he had 
to outrun a band of fleet-footed warriors 
over a five-mile-long course of cactus, 
rocks, and sagebrush - barefoot. He did 
and spent the next IO days tramping the 
250 miles to Lisa' s Fort on the Big Horn 
River . 

In comparison, I don ' t have it so bad . 
I' m still nauseous and light-headed 

when I stumble into Hermit Creek Camp. 
So I spend the remainder of the afternoon 
with climber Brian Gardner, waiting for a 
food drop. It' s the last and most impor
tant one between Hermit and South Bass 
Trail. But there' s been some confusion, 
and the food doesn't show until sundown. 
It's too late to start for Boucher Creek 
seven miles distant, today's objective. 
That means 40 miles of no-man's land 
tomorrow . If I feel anything like I do to
day, it's not in the cards. 

April 28, Day 4 

4:30 a.m. My ankle has recovered, and 
I know from experience the South Bass is 

within striking distance. (I ran 45 miles of 
forested mountain trail the previous year 
with the flu as part of my training for this 
run.) But I'll have to go light to cover that 
40 miles of sddom-visited inner canyon 
wilderness. 

I've decided the rucksack is the cause of 
my heat exhaustion and, ironically, the 
water purification tablets the source of my 
nausea and dry heaves. I leave them both 
behind. I take two bean burros, some can
dy, one bota bag of water, a space 
blanket, waterproof matches, a small 
knife and the Havasupai Point map . It 's 
time to burn the bridges. 

I start running long before the sun 
works on the Tonto. I lope easily the 

· seven miles to Boucher Creek. Last night I 
would have been forced to hobble the en
tire distance. Today I fly - R&R does 
wonders. 

The next travertine beyond Boucher is 
Slate Creek and the subsequent drainages 
of Agate and Sapphire. They're all run
ning and, the way I feel today , they're 
easy marks. Still, this is the first day I 
refuse to look back. I'm thoroughly in
timidated by the distance I have to cover 
by nightfall. 

I arrive at Turquoise Canyon at I: 15 
p.m., at my physical-collapse point, what 
marathoners call "hitting the wall." Ex
cept for a packet of Gatorade, I consume 
all my food to restore the glygogen (car
bohydrates) in my liver. I bivouac beneath 
an overhang . 

...................................................................................................... 
• 
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LET'S 
MAKE A POINT! 

• 
• • • 

• 

KNIVES ETC. 
P.O. BOX 4309 

SHREV!;PORT, LA 71104 
ATT. MAIL ORDER 

Indicate quantity in box . 
0 1 Benchmark ''MORAY'' 

4"Blade 440C 'S59.oo ; 
[J 2 Gerber " COMMAND II" 

6o/."' Blade Special 
Alloy Steel S57.50 

0 (Nol Shown) "COMMAND I" 
5" Blade S47.50 

0 3 A.G. Russell " STING" 
Hardwood Handle 

: 3W' Blade S49.95 

0 ::J (Nol Shown) "ALL STEEL" S39.95 
0 (Not Shown) "ALL STEEL" 

• • 
Black Chrome S44.95 

0 4 Gerber "MARK II" 
6W' Blade Special 
Alloy Steel S57.50 
0 5 Almar " FANG" 

3 ., .. Blade R.S. 30 Steel SS0.00 

0 6 Gerber " MARK r· 
5" Blade Special 

Alloy Steel S47.50 
0 7 Benchmark · '"NINJA" 

4" Blade 440C S49.95 
0 8 Kershaw " TROOPER" 

5X" Blade 440C S75.00 
0 9 Explorer "BOOT KNIFE" 

JX" Blade 440S.S. S29.95 
0 10 Explorer "SURVIVAL" 

5" Blade 440S.S. S25.95 

• 
• • 

• 
• • 

Name--------• 

Address • 

City --------
State __ Zip ---

ALL KNIFE PRICES 
INCLUDE SHEATH o 

ADD 51.00 POSTAGE + HANDLING• 
o CASH - CHECKS-MONEY ORDERS• 
• FOR MASTER CHARGE OR VISA • 

0 PHONE ORDERS, CALL 24 HOURS: 
• 1-318-674-3055 
o LA RES. ADD 3% SALES TAX : 
0 

• NO C.0.D.'S , 
: INTERNATIONAL ORDERS WELCOME• 
0 ALLOW 3 TO 4 WEEK DELIVERY. • ....................... 
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KICK•PUNCH 

KARATE 
Now, the Holster 
Ortglnally Designed 
for Miiitary and 
Police use Is now 
Available to you I 

The revolutionary new fold 
lock knife holster that needs 
just one hand to use. Puts your 
knife, open and locked, into 
your hand in a split second! 
Reholsters one-handedly, too. 
The Sting is constructed o f 

duratile nylon and keeps 
your fo ld lock-knife ready 

for instant use, safe and 
secure on yo ur belt. Fit s 

almost all fold lock-knives 
(closed) . 3Y2" toS". 

PfM SEND $5.95 TO Dept. S 

Amerkln Kick-Punch Karate is a creation ; an American version of lhe widely 
p~cticed and most respected art of Karate. This art was o'rigln1ted by the 
AKP Karate Federation as a means to provide American citizens with a conven-
ient and Inexpensive way to practice, learn & ultlmately achieve the rank ol 
"BLACK BELT" ,Jn our own "AMERICAN ' ' lorm of the art. AKP Karate has 
evotved as"\ml of the most effecttve menthods of weaponless self-defense, a 
auperb method ol maintaining physical 'fitness , and an axclting & growing 
sport within tha United States. 

This course is no gimmick! We oHer no "Secret Tricks" or " Iron-Muscle" 
m1thods. We tnch sound techniques ol sell-defen111. By completing 
scheduled training, you wlll develop the aglllty and ablllty to defend yoursell 
1g1lnst all typH ol attachers! AKP Karate methods of training are designed lo 
promote coorage, humlllty and confidence, and are practiced by men, women 
and children ol all ages . 

Coors• Completfon through resident classes and/or home study wlll IHd to 
91tFminenl award '01 the rank ol "BLACK BELT" In American Klck-Pugch 
Karate. · 

I A.KP KAfiATE FEDERATION 79 I POST OFFICE BOX 21821 
f GREENSBORO, NC 27420 

I Please rush brochure on how ' 'I " can earn my BLACK BELT quick ly and easily 
I In the newest and most ekclllng martial arl - AMERI CAN KICK PUN CH I KARATE! ! Enclosed !Ind $1.00 to cover post age and handllng. 

I NAME ... 

l ADDRESS., .... . ..... , .. . .. , ...... . .. . • .. . . . .. . ... ,.. .. ..... .. . . . .... .. . . I 
I CITY .... . .... . . . ........ STATE . ... .. .. . . . . ... . . . .. ZIP .. . .. ..... .... . .. . .. I 
r-urHE-AMERlcAN-MARTIACARr " ___ J 

2640. S.W. 28th Ln. Miami, Florida.33133 

SCOPE MOUNT 
FOR H&K 
MODELS 91 & 93 

FEATUR ES 
e STEEL CONSTRUCTION 
e NO P LASTICS 
• DETACHABLE ONE INCH RINGS 
e NO DRILLING OR TAPPING 
e PRICE $4 5.00 

plus $1 .50 shipping & insurance 

ROBERT MEDARIS, Dept. SFt 
10060 PALOMINO AVE. 
RI VERSIDE, CALIF. 92509 
TELEPHONE NO. (714) 685-5666 

84 SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

IT'S YOUR MOVE 
by Cincinnatus OsbQrne 

T. HERE is a "sick joke" making the 
rounds to the e.ffect that, before 

the April 27 · attempt t q> , rescue th.e 
hostages in Iran, the helicopter main
tenance people were exhorted to do 
their best, with the reminder that if t'he 
raid were a success, Jimmy Carter 
would be sute to be re-elected . ... 

The tradition and instinct of the 
military is to do what they're told to, 
distrust the press and cover up for the 
boss when directed. Loyalty up, and 
loyalty down are, after all, the cement 
that helds the armed forces together. 
But loyalty to wh0m? Nor:.in!!lly the 
Head of State is the embocliment of the 
Flag and Country to wllic!i we swear 
loyalty, making matters very simple. 
But when the Head of State 1s a 
criminal psychopath like Hitler or a 
dismal incompetent like Carter , the 
loyal soldier is placed in. an agonizing 
position . Each member of the military, 
especially each man and officer who 
participated in the abortive Iran raid, 
cannot avoid asking himself the ques
tion whether our country can survive 
anot her four years of thts rparl's ' 'lead
ership." 

This is IJOt a call to mutiny. 
It is a call to loyalty to the future of 

our country and to tell the truth. There 
has been a massive cover-up and a lot 
of disinformation put out concerning · 
the raid . To what extent d0es this serve 
the national interest and to what extent 
does this serve the re-election prospects 
of Mr, Carter? What good can come 
for our country from the re-.election 0f 
a man who has so much to ·hi~e? 

If you have read ~his faf , <:Ion'vstop. 
If you have new •. s0lid ill.formatfom 
(not gossip, hearsay or rumors), on 
what really happened that night , 
especially on what passed on the "hot 
line" between the White House and 
Moscow, or on who really decided to 
abort the raid and why, call us 
(303-449-3750). We wiil cover your 
identity and pass it on to the Con
gressmen and Senators who are in
vestigating this disaster. 

Or you can be a good tittle boy and 
keep quiet _ . . . But don't grumble 
about the civilians and the politicians if 
this turkey gets re-elected and the 
country goes down the pipe. It 's your 
move. 

GET TOUGH Continued 

When I awake at 2:30 p.m., it feels as 
though rigor mortis has set in . At that 
point, I realize the remainder of this run 
will be beyond the physical: what some ul
tradistance runners call the psychic side of 
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running; what martial artists know -as ki, 
chi, or prana. 

( foeus my mind on Shaler Plateau , a 
scorpion-shaped terrace, and run toward 
it. I do my best not to allow any other 
thoughts to ehter my mind. I think of it as 
no more than a visual barrier to run 
through. It's a technique first practiced by 
Tibet's running lamas, the Maheketangs. 
During theii\ inhuman, 250-mile nonstop 
tramps across a 12mo-foot-high chang 
tang (wild land) , their point of focus 
might be a Himalayan Peak one hund red 
miles distant. Enroute, they ' d recite a 
religious mantra repeatedly un til they'd 
worked themselves into such a trance 
they'd be totally dissociated from the 
physical act and pain of running . 

Though I'm a crude practitioner at best 
of their discipline , it 's been the key to my 
running this far across the canyon and will 
be the key to my finishing it . 

"Major domo." I 'm not sure where 
this phrase came from , but as I run 
toward Shaler, Le Conte Plateau and 
finally into Ruby Canyon, it plays over 
and over in my mind like a broken tape . I 
can't get it out of my head. 

It works, though, and the remainder of 
the afternoon becomes a haze o f sur
realistic movement, as if I'm outside my 
body watching somebody else run. 

I' m on the verge of hallucinating as I 
reach Serpentine Canyon. The sun is go
ing down, and I realize it's a good time to 
bivouac. But I'm so keyed up to reach the 
South Bass drop, I can't hold myself 
back. Besides , Serpentine is the last major 
travertine between me and the South Bass . 
All I've got to do is control the lights 
dancing in and out of my peripheral vi
sion, and I ' m home. 

Thirst is a poor indicator for my body's 
fluid requirements . So I rehydrate myself 
with water until I feel like gagging, then 
refill my bota bag. I no sooner start run
ning again , than I return to a mindless 
trance of picking 'em up and putting 'em 
down. It's difficult to explain, but I no 
longer feel as though I'm separate ·from 
the Tonto. I feel as though it's taken hold 
of me and I' m physically a part o f it. 

The fluorescent hands on my .watch tell 
me it's 9:17 p .m., when I stumble upon 
what looks like a backpack . I loo k closer , 
and one pack is soon three. I know I 'm 
hallucinating. Out of nowhere come 
screams. My resupply team. 

I've made it. 

April 29; Day 5 
The four of us start up the South Bass 

and rendezvous with the rest o f the sup
port team near the beginning o f the 
Apache Trail. Beer tops fly and we start 
back slapping one another for what a fine 
job we've all done,_ when the canyon 
displays a debilitating trump card: 
weather. 

Fortunately, mountaineer Stanley 
Ganey has vastly overestimated the 
amount of beer a thirsty, foot-weary sup-
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NUNCilAKU 
Powerfu l, but Compact 
Weapon from the East! 

Many times more effect ive than knives or clubs, 
even against multiple attacks. Whipping mo
tion afforded by flexi bl e connection between 
handles yields many times the speed and power 
of just a straight sti ck. Patented Swivel-Chain 
prevides smoothness with ul timate strength. 
Made of Jungle hardwood simil ar to Teak. 
Afri can Rosewood models are fln ished in clear 
laquer to show off thei r fine red color. Both 
hardwood and rosewood models are very strong 
and hard. All handles taper from 1W ' to 1" at 
connecting end. 12" lengths are most popular 
and give a l ittle extra speed. 14" gives a bit 
more power and reach. 

Throwing Star That Sticks Every T ime! 

.. :• .. a-~~ 
OCTAGON Chain Style 
N0. 114 - 14 IN .. 15 OZ .. Black 
N0. 115 - 12 IN .. 14 OZ .. Black 

Each 

$8.95 
N0.102 - 14 IN .. 17 OZ .. Rosewood $11 95 
NO. 103 - t 2 IN .. 1 6 OZ .. Rosewood • 

: : 
ROUND Chain Style 
NO. 120 - 14 IN .. 1 5 OZ .. Black 
NO. 113 - 12 IN . 14 OZ . Black 

Each 

$8.95 

Traditional style -- No knots showing ~ 

OCTAGON Ny lon St rung Style 
NO. 106 - 1 4 IN .. 12 OZ .. No finish 
NO. 107 - 1 2 IN .. 1 1 OZ .. No finish 

Each 

$4.95 
Martial arts throwing kn i fe. Nunchaku Carrying Case- No. 134 $2.95 

Throw l ike dart. 200 is 4" ~,1,.,~~p~.,.~B:'.l.'.:ac:'.k~vi_".n~yl'.;_. _:z~ip~p:=:er'..:e~d_:c:as:'.e:...'..'.fi:_:ts:_:a'.'.'.l.'._I ::nu:'..'.n'.:c'.::ha'.'.'.k'.:'.".:..· ~ & 20 1 is ~-5/8" Both are . ~II 
1/ 16" thick & nickel plat-

1 
!llllllllllll ........... Book - NUNa-tAKU & SAi No. 9090 - $7.95 

ed. Pro model 226 is 118" By Ryusho Sakagami . Complete nunchaku train-
thi cK. 3\11" & sharpened. ing manual. Extra clear multiple photo rech-
Hi•ih grade steel. Jr! nique shows how to use this amazing weapcn. 

B ~NKAMERJCARD & MASTER CHARGE 
'ccepted for orders over $20. Give number 
: .nd expiralion date. Sign o rder same as 
.>ignature appears on card. PHONE ORDERS 
BY CREDIT CARO ACCEPTED. Sorry, no 
collect calls. MONEY ORDER or CERTIFIED 
CHECK assures prompt shipment. Personal 
checks are held for clearance. 

SEND YOUR ORDER TO 

COLAN'S SPORTS 
Dept. SF, 26 Hwy 547 

Farmingdale, NJ 07727 

ADD SHIPPING 
CHARGES 

Orders under S 10- 7 Sc 
S10 to $20--S1.00 
Over $20 --S 1.50 

ARE YOU READY FOR THE .FUN 
LIMITED * AND 
FREE 
' OFFER EXCITEMENT 

OF THE M lt>-AM 
BB SUBMACHINE GUN? 
··-----------A new concept in safe, yet exciting BB 

gun shooting that's as advanced from I LARC INT.DEPT. SF-10 
the ordinary BB gun as the M16 is from I P. o_ Box 340007 
the Brown Bess Musket! Miami, Florld a 33134 

The M 19-A™ has the modern looks I 
to go with its amazing performanc e . I 
How does an average cyclic rate of f ire 

ORDER ING INSTRUCTIO NS: Coupon is 
your mailing label ; please type o r pr in t 
clearly in Ink_ Mall w ith check o r money 
order for $36 ( includes shipping, handling 
and postage). Please allow maximu m six 
w eeks' delivery. A GE TESTIMONY MUST 
BE SIGNED. Vold w here prohibited by law. 

I AFFIRM THAT I AM 18 OR OLDER. 

of 3 ,000 BB's per minute sound? Very I 
quiet, of course, because the M19-A™ I 
uses compressed air or co:wenient 
one-pound cans of freon (available at I 
hardware £ auto stores) for its power. 
Our patented smooth-flow BB feed sys- I 
tern ensures burst alter burst reliability. I 

Shooting from the shoulder o r from I (Signed) 
the hip , you 'll agree that the M1 9-A™ Pleaae sen d to: (type pr p rint) 

opens up new horizons of p linking fun I NAME: 
right in your own backyard. * I STREET: 

LIMITED T IM E O F FER: With y our I CITY: -------------
M19-A™ you'll receive, absolutely free, I STATE: -~------
a S t ing"' speed holster for folding I 
knives (regularly $5 .95). DEPT. SF6 

ZIP·----
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F.N. F.A.L. 
COMPETITION 

;3_08 WIN. MATCH 
GAS OPERATED 

SEMl~AUTOMATIC 

Available only through Mannlicher dealers. 
Price $2,000.00. Consecutive serial num
bered pairs available at additional cost. 
Optional accessories also available. 
Weight, 9 lbs. 7 oz. without magazine. 
Comes with 20-shot magazine. Overall 
length, 44V2". Barrel length, 21" (24" with 
flash hider). Rear sight adjustable from 
200 to 600 yards. 

f.N.F.A.L. DEALER 
INQUIRIES 

INVITED 

Ligtit Recoil 
Fully Machined 
6 Groove Rifling 
Cocking Indicator 
Pushbutton Safety 

Division of 
STEYR DAIMLER PUGH OF AMERICA CORPORATION 
S5 Metro Way, Secaucus. NJ 07094 

.ANNOUNCING THE ALL NEW 

22 AUTO NINE 
.22LR High VelOCllY 

Supe(b Balance & Pointing 
9 Oz. Loaded (8 V. oz. empty) 
Sma{(er T.han Colt Jr .. 25 Auto 
H~rd Chromed Slide & Magazine 
9 Shots (8 in magazine, 1 in chamber) 
Support Sleeve Bushing for Accuracy 

86 !IOLDIF.R OF FORTUNE 

FTL MARKETING CORP. 
12521-3 OXNARD STREET 

NORTH HOLLYWOOD, CA. 91606 

port team can consume at one sitting. But 
the storm that 's been building for the last 
two days will not let up . Snow begins fa ll
ing on the north rim, a bone-chilling rain 
pelts the mile-high Darwin P lateau and a 
fierce wind whips and lashes the sur
rounding redrock escarpments. 

We hole up in a large cave. I plan· to 
fin ish the final leg of the run by the light 
of the full moon. But the storm does not 
abate. So we bivouac where we are. 

April 30, Day 6 

5:00 a.m. It's still raining. The ground 
is mush . A thick fog limits visibility to a 
few feet. But it's time to finish what I've 
begun . I depart. 

After so many hours of wandering 
along the Tonto, the seldom-used Apache 
Trail across the Esplanade becomes even 
more difficult to follow . Fortunately, the 
temperature is cooler, the vegetation lush, 
and the trail's position just below the very 
rim of the Canyon is psychologically easi
er to deal with. It doesn't give me that 
swallowed-up-whole feeling that being 
strung out on the Tonto frequen tly did . 

What appeared to be 12 to 14 miles on 
my Havasupai P oint quadrangle map 
from the South Bass to Apache Point 
turns out to be over 20. And when l final
ly reach Apache Point later in the after
noon , the weather dumps on me. I st rug
gle up a series o f coconino sandstone 
chutes awash wi th water. But the pummel
ing torrent isn't as unnerving as the boom
ing thunder. I take cover in an eagle
perched cave, until mudslides pouring 
down on all sides threaten to bury me 
alive . In my haste, I pull a tendon in my 
left leg while crawling along a narrow 
escape route. And the going becomes even 
more difficurt as l crawl on all fours up 
the rain-slickened talus toward Apache 
Point. l reach its 6,000-foot crest at 
twilight. 

Technically, Apache Point is the end of 
the run. But it's still 15 miles by compass 
bearing back to my support team at the 
Pasture Wash Ranger Station. I want to 
push on, but my knee's totally blown out 
from doing the uphill work for the last 
five days. l'm cold and wet, on the verge 
of hypothermia. (Once again that re
markable Goretex® has failed me.) And 
I'm down to half a cup of brown sugar. 
Worse, it's still ra ining, with no cover be
tween me and Pasture Wash. 

I decide to play the odds in my favor 
and bivouac in a cave just below Apache 
Point. By midnight, I ' m shaking uncon
trollably; the space blanket is not enough. 
So l spend the next couple of hours trying 
to get a fire started with wet tinder and 
flint and steel. At 1:55 a .m. , the fire takes 
and I realize that this adventure may ac
tually be coming to a successful end. 

l doze on and off, periodically stoking 
the fire , knowing l can't let up until I've 
hobbled the last 15 miles with my cane. 
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I finish exhausted - and filled with 
respect for those who ran before me, for 
they had neither resupply team nor com
pass. Just fortitude . '{jl 

/' 

E.CHANIS 
Continued from page 46 

The decision was made to el iminate 
him. The only question was how? Could 
the FSLN, or what appeared to be the 
FSLN, do it? This idea was discarded 
because Allegret had surrounded himself 
with a group of tough mercenaries [in
cluding Echanis and Nguyen] and could 
probably shoot his way out of an ambush. 
Poison was dismissed as being too ob
vious, and traceable by implication back 
to Tacho. Finally it was decided his air
craft must be sabotaged. He was flying a 
lot , making almost daily trips to opera
tional areas . Given the accident rate and 
poor maintenance record of the Nic
araguan Air Force, it was the best possible 
way to arrange an accidental death. 

SOF: How many people knew about the 
decision to kill Allegret? 

VILLA: This was what you Americans 
call "close hold ." Just three of us: Tacho, 
Genie and myself. I was only told when 
ordered to implement the plan. I was 
reluctant to do it since I felt the only 
honorable thing to do was arrest Allegret, 
or at least to shoot it out with him . 
Besides, I didn't have the technical skill to 
build a good bomb to destroy his aircraft 
in flight. 

Genie was plenty pissed off when I 
turned the assignment down, and he took 
me off the case . He didn't tell Tacho, 
however, that I had refused . 

Instead, he went to an old American 
soldier of fortune who resided in 
Nicaragua and had been a follower of the 
elder Gen. Anastasio Somoza, Tacho 's 
father and the founder of the dynasty. 
This old warrior was a skilled mechanic. 
He fabricated a bomb for Genie that was 
tied to a barometer. This was installed in 
the wing of Allegret's aircraft. It was set 
to detonate when the aircraft flew above a 
certain altitude. This allowed for its in
stallation when the aircraft was in the 
hangar for maintenance. It was placed, I 
understand, against the wing root. 

SOF: Didn't you put yourself in con
siderable danger by refusing to carry out 
Genie's orders? You were privy to an 
executive-action order to terminate a 
high-ranking officer. Weren't you afraid 
you might be next for not obeying? 

VILLA: No , my relations with Genie 
were very good. He protected me, and to 
tell the truth, we both had reservations 
about how much longer Somoza could 
hold onto the country. The population 
was turning against him, the United States 
government was selling him down the 
river, the property-owning class was 

Continued on page 90 
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LOCATE MISSING PERSONS 

Professional, proven 
secrets ... track them 
down yourself. Cheap 
and easy. Moneyback 
guarantee! $4.99 ... 
postpaid. 

LONG SURVIVAL BOOKS 
Box 163-YY 

Wa~ego, KS 66547 

NAZl-_Col lcc1or< M-43 S1 ylc 
Black S-S Cap<. Only $15.00 
Pos1paid . Order your size 
NOW . Our 224 page Fully il 
lu<irmcd cmalog only SJ .00 (Free 
whh order). 

Over 40,000 Items in Stock 

W.W . #2 Lui. ( f) Box • 2063 
St. Louis . MO. 63158 

NEED NEW ID? ... CREDIT? 
Shirt life over! Here's how: 

Change your name/age•Cover past . 
Disappear perfectly• Beal the bill collector 

Get degrees. better jobs•" AAA credit , credit cards. too! 

YES! IT CAN BE DONE! 

Write · 

Be Preparecll 

"LEARN TO SURVIVE" 
Ken Hale's "1980" 

CATALOG OF BOOKS ON SURVIVA 
AND RELA Tto SKILLS . . . 

My New Boot Cafldo1 is Ready ..•. 

"BE A SURVIVOR." 
Only the wise and 

f strong shall survive 

ft 
, ( the coming turmoil in 

, · America .. Depression, 
// Economic Collapse, or ·'· ,.;A· even NUCLEAR WAR I? 

... ~~~'.~.;,. We cover SELF· 
.".(: -. " . · .• • . DEFENSE, WEAPONS, 
"·. ~ .'';h•. LIVING IN THE WILDS, 
:\~_;;/ GUERILLA WARFARE, 

· - " DEMOLmONS, plus much 
more. 
If you don't have my 

. •~ catalog yet .. . DON ' T 
J~, DELAY! 
!lt It's the BIGGEST & BEST 

,; in its Field. Rush $1.00 
CASH 

to: KEN HALE ( 1 09 ) 
McDONALD, OHIO 44437 

"LEARN TO SURVIVE" 
I'll send It free, If you don't have 
a buck, But GET IT NOW .. . 

-------------Send to

Name 

Address 
City __ State ____ Zip __ 
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p OOR MAN'S BROOMHANDLE .. . 
Charter Arms Corp., Dept SOF, 430 

Sniffens Ln., Stratford, CT 06497. Poor 
man's broomhandle Mauser-pistol version 
of Explorer rifle. Explorer II semiauto 
pistol with 8" barrel, 8-shot magazine, 
weight 28 ounces (.8kg). Options: Scope, 
6" and 10" barrels. Gun stores spare 
magazine in pistol grip. 
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LISTEN To MY BINOCULARS ... 
Fujinon Optical Inc., Dept SOF, 672 

White Plains Rd ., Scarsdale, NY 10583, 
manufactures compact roof prism bin
oculars ranging from 7X24 with built-in 
radio, to 9X24, weight 10 ounces, can be 
folded for carrying in pocket, $165 to 
$180. Rubber-clad 8X30 marine binocu
lars in foreground, are waterproof in 2 
meters of water. At only $300, they claim 
to be the world's most expensively made 
binoculars. 

BINOCULARS FOR THE RICH ... 
Fujinon - world's most expensive 

hand-held binoculars - $7 ,000. 10x40 
with exotic electronics that compensate 
for motion. Image remains still even if 
viewer is bounced around in truck or 
boat. 

NEW 
PRODUCTS 
FROM 
THE NRA 
CONVENTION 
Text and Photos 
by Jay Lawless 

p ACHMAYR SIGNATURE ... 
Pachmayr Gun Works Inc., Dept SOF, 

1220 S. Grand Ave., Los Angeles, CA 
90015, offers a customized Colt .45 with 
Signature System of accurizing ($375) plus 
extra-long barrel. Nine patents have been 
issued for Signature System. Accuracy of 
gun is I-inch at 25 yards. System includes 
"zero headspace unit" to position car
tridge. Low profile Bo-Mar Sights ($85) . 
Shop time: 18-24 months. 

• 22 RIMFIRE KIT ... 
New .22 caliber rim fire conversion used 

by U.S. Army in Ml6 Al rifle . Well 
machined, synthetic bu ff er, plastic 
magazine same size as 30-round .223 
magazine, holds 16 rounds .22 long rifle. 
Works semiauto or full auto. Reportedly 
very reliable. Kit is made by U.S. Army 
and is not for sale to general public. 



SOF Editor/Publisher 
Robert K. Brown, 
Managing Editor Bob 
Poos and Contributing 
Editor Ken Hackathorn 
attended the 1980 NRA 
convention at Bartle 
Exhibition Hall in Kansas 
City, Mo. 

NEW LLAMA DA .45 . .. 
Stoeger Industries, Dept SOF, 55 Ruta 

Ct., Hackensack, NJ 07605, will be im
porting Spanish Llama double-action .45s 
by next year, according to Marketing 
Director George Sodini . Features a two
piece firing pin with balljoint to prevent 
breakage and manual safety. Two passive 
safeties - one blocks hammer, one locks 
firing pin until trigger is pulled. Only 
screws in gun are for sight adjustment and 
grips. Price not announced. 

LIGHTWEIGHT LONG GUN .. . 
Brown Precision Inc., Dept SOF, P.O. 

Box 270-W, 7786 Molinos Ave., Los 
Molinos, CA 96055. Experimental version 
of Chet Brown's Back Packer rifle. This 
gun features imitation-wood-grain finish 
on fiberglass stock, 30-second field 
takedown and reassembly. Holds zero to 
plus or minus one inch. Remington-700 
action, with satin-chrome finish, stainless
steel barrel, Redfield 4X scope. In .270 
Winchester caliber, gun weighs 6 pounds, 
6 ounces . Basic price $740 for standard 
Back Packer. Various calibers available. 

I NTEGRAL GRIP I 
HAMMER SHROUD . . . 
Bianchi Gun/eather, Dept SOF, 100 

Calle Cortez, Tempecala, CA 92390, 
makes rubber-type grips for J-frame 
Smith and Wesson . Turns the Model 36 
into hard-to-find Bodyguard by complete
ly shrouding the hammer. Price not 
available. 
OCTORFR/RO 

CENTRIFUGAL BULLET MOLD . . . 
Oster Group, Dept SOF, 50 Sims Ave., 

Providence, RI 02909, sells bullet alloy 
metals from pure lead ($.80/lb.) to 1-10-1 
alloy for auto pistols ($1.65/lb.) . They 
had a 50-cavity mold built to show how 
commercial centrifugal-casting techniques 
can be applied to bullet making. Mold is 
flexible rubber material - produces 
perfect bullets. 

SET YOUR SIGHTS ON AN H&K . . . 
B-Square, Dept. SO F, P . 0. Box 11281, 

Ft. Worth, TX 76109, Toll Free (800) 
433-2909, manufactures a·· scope mount 
for HK's 91 and 93. Weighing approx
imately five ounces and made from black 
anodized aircraft alloy, the unit uses hex 
screws and retails for $49.95 including 
rings and hex wrenches. (HK sells their 
mount for approximately $200.) Special 
feature is that the iron sights can still be 
seen through the mount's base. 
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Ninja 
l ~ 

Ninja Combat System 
A Tra ining Manual 

$6.00 
P.O. Box 28222 Dept. SF 

Atlanta, Ga. 30328 

Record telephone conversations in your office or home. Connects 
between any cassette or tape recorder and your telephone or 
telephone LINE. Starts automatically when phone is answered. 
Records both sides of phone conversation. Stops recorder when 
phone is hung up. This device is not an answering service. 

Super Powerful Wireless Mic 
10 times more powerful than other mies. Transmits up to v. mile 
to any FM radio. Easy to assemble kit. 15V battery (not incl) 
C.,I (305) 725-1000 or Hnd $18.95 + $1.00 •hipping per Item 
lo Ull Corp., P.O. Box T· 2052, Melbourne, FL 32901. COD'a 
eccept For catalog of transmitters, voice scramblers and other 
specialty items, enclose $2.00 to USI Corp. 
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ECHANIS 
Continued from page 87 
disavowing him and sources of military 
supply were giving signs of drying up. 

We were, even then, evacuating our 
resources from the country. Amusingly 
enough, Somoza was ahead of us: every
thing that could be quietly stashed out of 
the country was going, even at that early 
date. 

SOF: So the bomb was placed. 
VILLA: Yes, and the damn thing didn ' t 

go off! Allegret made a flight and nothing 
happened. Then Allegret disappeared for 
a couple of days. We figured he had 
found the device, disarmed it and taken to 
the jungle. Much to our relief, he came in 
from a business trip to Bluefields where he 
had a shrimp business. The next day he 
went south and it was all over. 

SOF: The funeral made a considerable 
number of headlines here in the USA. 

VILLA: There were lots of crocodile 
tears . Tacho pinned medals on the co ffin, 
the cadets did a slow march, there were a 
number of eulogies and then everybody 
went over to the club and got drunk. 

Somoza lost the war anyway . Central 
America is on its way to becoming a 
Cuban province. Mexico will soon feel the 
rank breath o f Soviet imperialism and the 
United States will become increasingly 
isolated . 

How can the United States be so naive? 
Why can' t this country support its 
friends? 

SOF: We have no answer. 
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CLASSIFIED 
REQUIREMENTS 75~ per word per insertion, Including 
name and address - Minimum charge $15.00. Personals 
are 25~ per word, $5.00 minimum. Copy must be accom· 
panied by remittance. Mall to SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
Classified, P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. Insertion 
will not be made without payment. All ads must be re· 
calved with advance payment by not later than the 15th 
of the fourth month preceding date of issue. For exam· 
pie, the closlng.date·for the April Issue is December 15. 
We reserve the right to delete or change any copy which 
we determine to be objectionable. Pliiase type or print all 
ads. We do not furnish proofs. Include name and ad· 
dress In counting number of words. Post office, zip code 
and state, each counts as words. Abbreviations such as 
A.P., 20mm, U.S., etc. each counts as one word. Hyphen· 
ated words are counted as two words. Readers of classi· 
fled advertising are· advised that SOF magazine does not 
have the ability to verify validity of every advertisement 
contained herein. Should any reader have a problem with 
products or services offered by a classllled advertiser, 
he should seek assistance from his nearest Postal In· 
spector. 

GUNS AVAILABLE AT WHOLESALE AND MANUFAC· 
TURERS PRICES. Confidential Suppl iers List $5.00. Hor· 
ton, Box 08332SF, Milwaukee, WI 53208. (46) 

MONEY SUPPLIED$$$$ for your military surplus items; 
need-ball 1 A.P. , trace(, ammunition , inert ordnance, trip, 
cl uster, and parachute flares, smoke and tear gas gre· 
nades, ind ividual equipment, training aids, medical sup· 
plies. Send your list and prices wi th first letter: Ord· 
nance Supply, 4918 Mission Avenue, Dallas , TX 75206, or 
call 1 ·214·823·5963. (37) 

THOMPSON SUB MACHINE GUN, now you can convert 
your 27A·1 or 27A-5 Thompson to full auto. No parts to 
buy, no machin ing only minor changes done in minutes. 
Cyclic rate 650 or 1200. Send $24.95 for instructions to 
H&H, P.O. Box 296, Pendleton, IN 46064. (37) 

ESP WARFARE, hypnotism techniques. Public Rela
tions Counsel , A. John Tiger, Box A, Lucerne, CA 95458. 
(38) 

LE MERCENAIRE! Monthly newsletter for professionals. 
Hard intelligence on Terrorism, Communist subversion , 
Mercenary activities. Sample $1.00 or $9.00 per year. 
$12.00 overseas. 540 Charles St., Aurora, IL 60506. (39) . 

FREE CATALOG of books and manuals; Military small 
arms, Military science, self protection , etc. Write 
MANHOUSE, P.O. Box 35203L, Phoenix, AZ 85069. (36) 

LOCKBLADES. Imported quality knives. 9" Defender, 
$8.95; 8" Tiger, $7.95; 11 blade Swisstype, $9.95. Send to 
CWS, 3824 Kidd, Honolulu, HI 96818. (37) 

WARRIORS. Lockblade pocket knife. 33A inches. Word 
WARRIOR etched on blade $16.95. Smoky Mountain 
Toothpick Boot Kni fe $21.50. Knives postpaid . VIETNAM 
Division Wai l Plaques. Large SASE for. information. PAX 
ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 297, Willard , OH 44890. (36) 

GHOST-WRITER: Send notes, outlines, or manuscripts 
for articles (fiction and non-f iction) and novels for pro· 
fessio nai evaluation, advice , and revision. Nearing's 
Suite, 526 Royal Street, New Orleans, LA 701 30. (36) 

FOR SALE: Genuine United States armed forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boots, survival 
gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our latest 
catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr., 1034 So. Claremont , 
Chicago, IL 60612. (42) 

ANTI BUGGING DEVICES: Locates hidden transmitters 
fast! Pocket unit alerts you to the presence of a bugging 
device, checks rooms, autos, phones, people. $35.00 
complete, ready to use. Wynn Engineering Co., Suite 11 , 
9745 Longpoint , Houston, TX 77055; (713) 464-8170. 
Catalog of related devices, $2.00 (38) 

NEWSMAGAZINE. Twelve issues of the equipment , 
events and techniques of sport parachuting, $12. Sam
ple issue, $2. Satisfaction guaranteed. P.O. Box 189-S, 
Deltona, FL 32725. (31 &36) 

GERMAN WWII and imperial German insignia photo
iilustrated catalogue No. 2. $2.00 ppd. Sergeant , P.O. 
Box 294, Clarendon Hills, IL 60514. (39) 
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UPDATED CATALOG FROM PALADIN PRESS! New & 
unusual books on home workshop guns, si lencers, auto
matic firearms, knife fighting , explosives, survival, self
defense, unusual weapons plus much more. $1 .00. 
Palad in Press, Box 1307·SFC, Boulder, CO 80306. (36) 

CANNON AND HOBBY FUSE, 3132" diameter, water
proof. 10 feet $1 .00 - 34 feet $3:00 - 58 feet $5.00 
postpaid . Other goodies. Catalog 25~ . Zeller Enterprises, 
Drawer W-2X, Wickenburg , AZ 85358. (37) 

GOVERNMENT SURPLUS: Clothing , footwear, knives , 
etc : Canadian, American and foreign. Free lists. Surplus , 
Dept. SF, P.O. Box 661 , Brockvil le, Ontario , Canada. (37) 

FIREWORKS, BUY DIRECT. Price lists, send $1.00 to 
ACE FIREWORKS, P.O. Box 221, Dept. F, Conneaut, OH 
44030. (42) 

WW II GERMAN NEWSREEL of the great battles, rare 
pre-war films, al lied documentaries and features on 
Super 8 sound film and video cassettes. Send stamp for 
free brochure. International Historic Films, P.O. Box 
29035, Chicago, IL 60629. (36) 

VIETNAM CATALOG NO. 1. including a free copy of a 
photo booklet " Vietnam photos." $2.00 postpaid. World 
War II catalog No. 7 $2.00 postpaid . War Shop, Rd No. 1·, 
Box 154, Milford, DE 19963. (43) 

WHOLESALE BUYING SERVICE. Guns and other wea
pons includ ing full y automatics - Send $2.00 (refun
dable). Allen 's Gun Room, Box 36, Jamestown, TN 
38556. (37) 

LETIERS REMAILED CONFIDENTIALLY $1.00. for com
plete details on remailing service, send SASE to: Official 
Remail Service, Box 126, Buffalo, NY 14223. (37) 

MAD MAN'S BOOK OF FORMULAS: How to make, step
by-step goodies like Knockout Drops, Explosives, 
Silencers, Poisons, Letter Bombs, and many others. A 
must in completing your library. Fourth Printing at only 
$9.95 Now. Jim Muitaler, 1858 West Arrow Street, 
Milwaukee, WI 53204. (37) 

WANTED: PATRIOTS, espec ially veterans, who see the 
coming national crises and desire to be prepared. Write 
for free information to CHRISTIAN-PATRIOTS DEFENSE 
LEAGUE or CITIZENS EMERGENCY DEFENSE SYSTEM , 
Box 565K, Flora, IL 62839 or call (618) 665·3937 day or 
night. Attend free weekend Freedom Festivals and Con
ferences in June and September on 55·acre Estate with 
over 30 classes in Food, Shelter, Clothing, Defense, and 
Finances. Free camping. Fifteen hundred from forty 
states attended last conference. ACT NOW - TIME IS 
SHORT. (42) 

BRASS KNUCKLES - just like the ones you lost way 
back when ... but these are aluminum. Why carry the ex
tra weight? $6.00 each or 31$15.00 to: ASP, P.O. Box 
1859, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

BUGGING, PHONE PHREAKING: Project Kits complete 
with ALL needed components, easy to follow instruc· 
lions, much more! Send $1 .00 for most fascinati ng 
catalogue of 'Confidential' electronic devices available 
anywhere. T.O.N.T.I. Systems, 537 Jones St ., No 8816, 
San Francisco, CA 94102. (39) 

SILENT-LIKE A WHISPER ON THE WIND - The blow
gun . .. an exotic weapon from the past for the adven
turer of today. Substantial aluminum lube, custom 
shaped mouthpiece and precision engineered projec· 
tiles; the complete system $16.95, postpaid from 
Shadow Systems, P.O. Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

SELLING MY U.S. MILITARY MEDAL COLLECTION. All 
genuine. Army Medal of Honor in presentation case, 
$350; Silver Star, $25; Bronze Star, $20; Purple Heart , $20; 
Army Commendation, $10; Meritorious Service, $12; Ar
my Good Conduct, $10; Korean Service, $1 O; Vietnam 
Service, $5; Vietnam Campaign, $10. Add postage _s tamp 
as trade item and $2 postage. Free list. Martin Leder
mann, 21 Naples Rd., Brookline, MA 02146. (35 

NINJA - wear the ancient oriental caligraphy symbol 
for the legendary band of warriors and assass ins on a 
circular silver metal pendant. Comes comp lete wit h 
chain. Send $7.50 plus $1 .00 for mail ing to: Ninja, P.O. 
Box 28222, Atlanta, GA 30326. 

EMPLOYMENT WANTED: Male, 28, ex-Vietnam, ex
Rhodesia, seeks employment. Have current passport: 
Contact Mike, P.O. Box 188, Milan, MO 63556. (36) 

GODZILLA'S DENTAL FLOSS - could be. But it 's better 
used as a garotte. Two steel loops connected by 36" of 
steel cable .. guaranteed to tu rn heads around. $1 0.00 
each or 31$25.00 from : ASP, P.O. Box 18595, Atlanta, GA 
30326. 

COMBAT MERCENARY SURVIVAL TRAINING - "Men
tal Training of a Warrior" stresses psychological 
awareness principles to develop close combat arts, ln
visibil ity, stalking, st riking . 225+ pages, 200.+ 
photographs teaching these aocient oriental ·war 
sec rets. $12.95 plus $1.95 postage, handling. $1 .00 SASE 
for further detai ls. Warrior Publication', Combat Dept., 
2511 N. 31st., Boise, ID 83703. (38) 

COVER DOCUMENTATION MATERIALS, alternate iden
tities, name changes, etc. Law en forcement type ID 
cards, badges, accessories. List $1 (refundable). C.W.L, 
Box 3230, Pasadena, CA 91103. (36) 

CRIMEFIGHTERS send $1.00' for illustrated police 
catalog . B-PEC, Dept.. SF380, 9889 Alondra, Bellflower, 
CA 90706. (42) 

FIRECRACKER, GUNS, BLASTING from common 
materials: facts $2. " Professional Homemade Salutes," 
$4'. Both $5. R. Sanford, Box 4175F, Colesville, MD 20904. 
(36) 

COMBAT BERETS, Green or black same as worn by 
Special Forces, and Rangers, U.S. made $13.25 plus 
$1 .50 postage. Include hat size & color choice. Unique 
Combat Arms T-shirts, send SASE for brochure. QM 
SALES, Box 1092, Manhattan, KS 66502. (36) 

BULLET PROOF VESTS - The finest avai lable. Kevlar + 
Ballistic steel insert. Unsurpassed comfort , con
ceaiability & protection. $110 up. Rennwaffe, Inc., Rt. 1, 
Box 90, Natural Bridge, VA 4578. (703) 291-2731. (38) 

NEED PRIVACY FOR YOUR MAIL? Use our address as 
yours. Keep your true location secret. Details: B.M.D., 
Box 8-F, Buffalo, NY 14212. (36) 

VIETNAM CATALOG (including a free copy of a photo 
booklet "Vietnam Photos") $2.00. War two catalog $2.00. 
War Shop, Route 1, Box 154, Milford, DE 19963. (45) 

HANDCUFFS - Smith & Wesson $22.50 pair. Two 
$38.00. Leg irons $28.50 set. G. Noramaco, Box 
30243-SF, St. Paul , MN 55175. (45) 

AIRBORNE/ELITE books and unit histories our special
ty. Free list. The Battery Book Shop, P.O. Box 3107H, 
Nashville, TN 37219. (39) 

STINGER - .22 cal. pen gun - $3.95, SILENCERS -
Theory and practice - $2.95. Made with ordinary hand 
tools and materials. PROJECTS, Box 2085, Carol ina, P.R. 
00603. (39) 

CON ARTIST TECHNIQUES show how gritters hypnotize 
victim into giving ·away money. Send $4. Kind Midas, 
8326B Kirkwood , Los Angeles, CA 90046. (36) 

RECORDED LIVE, from Huey gunships, rescue of 
Special Force Recon Teams in combat. Voices and 
sounds you'll never forget. Indicate reel to reel or 
cassette. $5.95, 2 missions or 5 different $10.00. R.J .R., 
Rt. 3, Box 2538, Magnolia, TX 77355 .. (36) 

INTERESTED IN MILITARY INSIGNIA? Military insignia 
auctions, year subscription $12.00 (U .S.), $16.00 
(foreign). For sample copy write the Military Auction, 16 
W. 331 Jackson St., Hinsdale, IL 60521. (39) 

UNUSUAL BOOKS. Lockpicking , crime, pol ice manuals, 
fake ID, survival, unusual weapons, investigative and 
und ercover techniques , li fe extension, strange 
philosophies, much more! Best book catalog In the 
world! 500 titles in huge illustrated catarog ( CTnfy $2.00. 
Loompan ics, Box 264, Mason, Ml 48854. (45) 

FREE GERMAN WWII RELICS - Two free original Ger
man WWII reli cs. When· ordering our latest Illustrated 
catalog of original pre-1945 German flags, banners, 
uniforms, armbands, daggefS, medals, insignia, buckles, 
documents, weapons and parts. New finds! For the 
serious co llector. Illustrated catalog, $5. Military 
Warehouse, Box 21-D, Grandy, MN 55029. (39) · 
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NEED NEW ID? Get government-issued ID, new credit, 
better jobs, new life ! Complete book catalog 25¢ EDEN 
PRESS, Box 8410-R, Fountain Valley, CA 92708. (45) 

NEW! Crime By Computer, 300 pages, $6.95 postpaid. 
Also other information of this nature with order -
Comp-U-Tron ix, Box 3401 , Dept. SOS, Kent, WA 98031. 
(36) 

TASER ELECTRONIC DEFENSE WEAPON: More effec
t ive than .38 caliber pistol. Sole agency righ ts now 
avai lable to foreign representatives . (Enclose S.A.S.E.) 
Quality Creations, 2801 Biscayne, Youngstown, H 44505, 
U.S.A. (36) 

" CHICKEN RANCH SPECIAL" Picture Bx10" $3.75. Joke 
certificate, 100 shares $1.25. Pet rock, $1.25. Key chain 
room one, $1.25. All for $6.75. Texas add tax. SELECTIVE 
PRODUCTIONS, Box 603, LaGrange, TX 78945. (36) 

HOMESTEAD your Base Camp on Federal Land. $1 .25 
per acre ! Federal Homestead Regulations, $2.00. Home
stead, P.O. Box 5741-SOF, Yuma, AZ 85364. (37) 

ARROGANT, sinister, imperial, rich - a real man's 
America. Details $1.00. The Spengler Group, P.O. Box 
3085, St. Paul , MN 551 65. (38) 

MAI LDROP, mail forwarding, confidential code names 
- OK, Foreign - OK, SASE, Box 521, Grangeville, ID 
83530. (37) 

FOR SALE: Genuine United States armed forces surplus 
clothing, individual equipment, packs, boot s, survival 
gear, first aid packets, etc. Send $1.00 for our latest 
catalog to Steve J. Pedergnana, Jr., 1034 So. Claremont , 
Chicago, IL 60612. (36) 

WW II GERMAN NEWSREELS of the great battles on 
Super 8 sound fi lm and video cassettes. Rare Axis and 
Alli ed feat ures. Send stamp for free brochure. Interna
tional Historic Fi lms, P.O. Box 29035, Chicago, IL 60629. 
(38) 

A VIKING'S RELIGION - Proud of your Northern Euro
pean· heritage? Concerned about the decline of our cul
ture? If you 're into cou rage, liberty, individualism, and 
kinship, Odinism may be for you. Odin and Thor live! We 
have no master! AFA, Dept. SOF, 1766 East Avenue, Tur
lock, CA 95380. (37) 

MAILDROP, mai l fo rwarding confidential. Code names 
OK, foreign OK. SASE, Box 521, Grangeville, ID 83530. 
(36) 

AIRBORNE/ELITE books and un it hi stories our special· 
ty. Free li st. The Battery Book Shop, P.O. Box 3107H, 
Nashville , TN 37219. (40) 

SHORT TIMERS STICK. 1944-.50 caliber, al l metal. 
Lengths: 10-12-14-inch. $18.00 each. Guaranteed. Or 
send $2.00 for list. $2.00 refunded. Hickman Enterprises, 
4241 Lindenwood Dr. , Matteson, IL 60443. (37) 

SPECIAL SERVICES, Professional Soldiers having 
Mercenary, Courier and Commando skills for sale. Send 
description: PINTER, 3027 Ruth St., Rockford , IL 61103. 
(40) 

CUSTOM EMBROIDERED EMBLEMS, your design, low 
minimum. Identify, promote reward w ith emblems. Free 
booklet. Emblems, Dept. 133, Littleton , NH 03561. (39) 

EDUCATIONAL MATERIALS: Bugging, wiretapping, re
mote control, timers , detonators. For further information 
send $1 to: Alternative Technologies, P.O. Box 4068, 
Dearborn, Ml 48126. (36) 

AUTO ANTI-THEFT DEVICE prevents car theft, installs in 
seconds on any car. Thousands of satisfied customers, 
only $6.00 each. 2 for $1 0.00. Don Win ter, 445 S. 4th Ave. , 
Mt. Ve rnon, NY 10550. (36) 

FANTASTIC TRAIN ING MANUALS and other books for 
the pro! Learn surveillance, interrogation tactics, Infor
mant handling, much more! Exclusives by Counterplot, 
Box 24036, Washington , DC 20024. Catalog $1.00 (40) 

BRASS CATCHERS for semi· and full-auto MAC Ingram 
w.eapons. $18.00 delivered. Qualtlty prices avai lable. 
Also for Reising guns. Box 841, Scobey, MT 59263. (406) 
487 -5567 or 783-5345. (37) 

NEW-BOOBY TRAP SURVIVAL MANUAL, of non-explo· 
slve types, as learned In Vietnam, heavily Illustrated 
details of construction, uses. $4.95 ppd. C.A. Wood, Box 
206, .Batavia, OH 45103. (37) 

WE CONNECT cautious employees with unique people . 
Send your alternate name and address for brochure. 
John Servlse, c/o Box 9541, CA 93389. (36) 

PRIVATE ESPIONAGE. Learn wiretapping, bugging, 
countermeasures, detective techniques, lockplcking. 
Easy Instructions, $4.95. Guaranteed. PCEP Enterprises, 
Box 837-G, New York, NY 10274. (36) 

WINE Simple effective guide to the select Ion and tasting 
of French w ine. $3.00 D. Churilla, P.O. Box 3341, Orlan
do, FL 32802. (36) 

HAWAII REMAIL - confidential - forward, receive, 
hold. One dollar per transaction plus postage. Honolulu 
postmark. Michael Associates, Box 1157, Paia, HI 96779. 
(36) 
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ROCK CLIMBING - Rappeling with sporting and tac
tical applications. Learn in our very intensive two day 
cou rse, $100. For details send SASE to T.C. , Box 245, 
Broomfield, CO 80020. (37) 

EASILY DONE: homemade mortar $5.95, homemade ba· 
zooka $19.95, satel lite TV $5 .95, catalog showing how to 
convert most guns to full auto. $14.95, concealable .22 
weapon $5.95. Actual c9nversions must be done in ac
cordance with GCA-'68. Send for instructions to Ran
dom, Box 2515, Columbus, OH 43216. (36) 

FREE JAP WWII RELIC - An arsenal of weapons and 
captured war trophies , rifle and pistol parts, uniforms, 
helmets, bayonets , field equipment, swords, knives , 
Nazi and Japanese relics, holsters, plus selection of 
unusual numismatic items. Illustrated catalog , on ly $5. 
BONUS - Free Japanese WWII reli c and 10% discount 
cert ifi cate with catalog. WWII Relics , Box 361-D, Cam
bridge, MN 55008. (37) 

OPEN SAFES - SOME IN 30 SECONDS! Step by step 
procedures - illustrations, diagrams by Brands. Send 
$10.00 to: B&P PUBLISHERS, P.O. Box 3773, Wilming
ton , NC 28406. (37) 

EX-AIRBORNE, Ranger wi th three man team wants con 
tract in mercenary or recovery work; jung le perferred. No 
communist work wanted. Greg 9r Wayne , Box 2531, 
Phoenix , AZ 85002. (37) 

SPECIAL FORCES, M-21 trained, L.A.P. D. 1 yr. S. Calif. 
sheriff, 6 yrs. Prefers Africa-Middle East; a professional 
needing employment. B. Smith, Rt. 2 Box 677, Royal, AK 
(39) 

BULLETPROOF VESTS. Stops up to M16, AK-47. Priced 
$80.00 up. CWS Enterprises, 3824 Kidd , Honolulu , HI 
96818. (37) 

EX-USMC Viet vet (Infantry) and Calif. police officer (over 
4 V2 yrs. exp.) seeking overseas employment in security 
or similar work. Contact: Gray, Box 641 , Ft. Jones, CA 
96032. (36) 

RADIATION METERS available again , limited supp ly. At· 
tractive plastic-cased units with carrying strap, 
operating manual. Purchased from Gov't surplus before 
Three Mile Island. Shipped in unmarked box $30 ea. No 
visible damage, but sorry , can't guarantee operation. 
Dulko, 128 Wolf Harbor Rd., Milford, CT 06460 (36) 

GERMAN WWII GUN PARTS - Mostly pre-1945 German 
manufacture. Hard-to-f ind parts and accessories for 
military and personal weapons. Complete list - $3. Waf
fenfabrik, Box 293, Isanti, MN 55040. (37) 

9 SHOT .45 AUTO. Convert your standard .45 magazines 
to hold B rounds. Use simple hand tools and these in
structions. Send $3.00 to D. Churilla, P.O. Box 3341 , 
Dept. SOF, Orlando, FL 32802. (36) 

RARE FIND! VIETNAM WAR radio traffic. Hear action 
spann ing eight hours on 90-minute tape. Plus: Analysis , 
SOI, Battle map. Postpaid: Cassette $7.95, 8-Track $8.95. 
Combat Tape, 7245 E. Garfield (F), Scottsdale , AZ 85257. 
(36) 

"METHODS OF ELECTRONIC AUDIO SURVEILLANCE" 
by David Pollock. Specific data on systems, elements of 
construct ion and placement, adaptation of standard 
audio equipment and surveil lance countermeasures are 
covered in this 385 page manual for professional in
vestigators. $20.00 postpaid to: Thompson Engineering, 
P.O. Box 1844, Joplin , MO 64801. (36) 

BOMB IRAN T-SHIRT. Yellow American Eagle & Bomb 
Iran! on 100% cotton black T-shirt. S,M,L,XL $7.00 
postpaid. Buddy, 2710 Greenbriar, Di ckinson, TX 77539. 
(36) 

"INDISPENSIBLE KNOWLEDGE for the Man of Action." 
- CIA field exped ient preparation of explosives - and 
- CIA field expedient preparation of black powder -
$4.95 plus .50 postage ea. or the set for $9.00 plus $1.00 
postage. Krout, R520 N. Center, Somerset , PA 15501. (37) 

JAP .GUN PARTS - Mostly pre-1945 Japanese manufac
ture. Hard-to-find parts and accessories for Japanese 
WWII military weapons. Complete list - $2. Arlsaka , 
Box 293, Isanti , MN 55040. (37) 

THROWING KNIVES for beginners and advanced sports
thrower. Send for free folder with Instructions. Corrado, 
26 N. Clark, Chicago, IL 60602. (37) 

EXCITING JOB OPPORTUNITY with the United States 
Government. Make up to $45,000 per year! No experi
ence necessary. Openings every year In almost every 
state. Send only $3.00 for complete Information to E.l.C., 
P.O. Box 67, Fernandina Beach, FL 32034. (36) 

EX-MARINE, Vietnam vet, seeks to fight In Afghanistan. 
No monetary compensation. Travel expenses only. Ex
pert demolitions, boobytraps, mines, small arms. Valid 
passport. Contact Custer, P.O. Box 776, Elm City , NC 
27822. 

IDENTIFY YOURSELF and your team In cold weather 
and your support for international rescue. Quality ski 
cap, 3 colors with star of life and " International Rescue 
BO. " $6.95 each or $5.95 each for 10 or more. Larger order 
discounts available. Check or money order: Rescue 3, 
Box 1686, Sonora, CA 95370. 

EX-MARINE Vietnam vet. will fight anywhere, anytime, 
heavily trained in demolitions, expert small arms, valid 
passport, contact Custer, P.O. Box 776, Elm City, NC 
27822. 

SWIFTWATER RESCUE. Remember Califo rnia winter 
1980. Frequent starting dates". 3 day class $125. Your 
location or ours. Will you be ready for the flood? Rescue 
3, Box 1686, Sonora, CA 95370. (209) 532-7915. 

BANDOLIER READY PAK - Compact, water res istant, 
polished brass containers for matches, twine, etc. 
Fashioned from 12 gauge shotgun shells. Made for your 
shell bandolier, but fits anywhere. BRP-$2.00, wi th sur
vival items - $3.00. Survival Systems, SOF, P.O. Box 57, 
Gresham, WI 54128. 

VET - N.C.O. Special Forces , Rangers, seven years Ar
my, Vietnam, .jungle expert, some desert train ing. Seek
ing employment, contract or salary. Will Advise or in· 
struct. All offers considered confidential. J.D., P.O. Box 
514, Kingston , WA 98346. 

FREE INFORMATION! American$ of European descent, 
united to promote our rights. Send two 15¢ stamps. 
Vanguard, 455 Pine St. , Machester, NH 03104. (36) 

VIET CONG MINES and Booby Traps: This manual is the 
last word on the subject! Compiled by an ex.-Marine 
recon sergeant for those who want an edge, period. With 
minor variations, all of these booby traps can be used 
anywhere In the world. Be prepared - the life you save 
might be your own! Send $8.95 plus $.50 postage and 
handling to T.N.'r. Publications, P.O. Box 2046, Orlando, 
FL 32806. 

LIVE M-18 SMOKE GRENADES! Not civi l ian toy smoke 
" bombs." These are the grenades you used in 'Nam to 
put up smoke screens, marking L.Z.'s, ·etc. Genuine 
government issue. $15 each, 5 for $50 ppd. No shipment 
to N.Y. Catalog $1.00 cash, certified check, or M.0. to: 
G.I. GEORGES MERC SUPPLY, 229 Laurel R. , E. North· 
port, NY 11731. 

LEARN THE SPECIAL WEAPONS and Tactics of Urban 
Warfare, don't be caught unprepared. Th is 2nd Ed ition of 
"Urban Street Survival" is for the serious student or pro
fessional. Send $5.oo, free catalog included. West 
Leather, P.O. Box 80154, Ft. Worth, TX 761 BO. 

FIND OUT WHAT the liberal media won't tell you! Be up
to-date on national and international events. Subscribe 
to the Daily News Digest for th·e stories that don't come 
out of Washington and New York. To obtain this weekly 
digest of information, send $15 for a 5-week trial 
subscription. A one-year subscription costs $125, or six 
months for $69. Send to Box 39027 - SOF, Phoenix, AZ 
85069, or call 1-800-528-0559. (TF) 

MINl-14 VS. AC-556K with 3-shot burst-fire, detailed 
comparison report, drawings, $3, Atoms , Box 582, BP., 
CA 90621. (38) 

EX-RANGER 3 tours personal bodyguard in traveling in 
Mexico, karate, expert handgun. Have some one in a jam 
in Mexico I have the key. Fee depends on situat ion. Con
tact 219, Thornwood, Mission, TX 78572. 

VIETNAM VETERANS. Cross of Gal lantry or Campaign 
Medal Certificate of Decoration. Orig,i nal four color form. 
(Not a photocopy.) $3.00 each, both $5.00. ARYN Cer
tificate of Training. Fill in own qualificat ion. $2.00 eacti, 
three for $5.00. John Berndsen, 909 Noah, St. Louis, MO 
63135. 

SURVIVAL COMMUNITY LAND FOR SALE. Hidden deep 
in Adirondacks. Good hunt ing & fishing. $15,000 per 25 
acre lot. Contact: Valley Distributors, Dept. SOF, P.O. 
Box 292, Hinsdale, NH 03451. 

MK·ll COMBAT/SURVIVAL, Mk-I Boot , and folding knives 
at discount prices. Send SASE for brochure. Ches ley 
Morton, 3105-A Colonial Way, Chamblee, GA 30341. (37) 

PANTHER FOLDING BOOT KNIFE, Ivory Mlcarta Han
dle, 3Y2'' blade, 440C steel SALE $18. PANTHER BOOT 
KNIFE non slip handle, 5" blaqe 440C Ssteel SALE $19. 
TEXAS WILDCAT BOOT KNIFE, 5" Blade 440C Steel, 
SALE $16, EXPLORER SURVIVAL KNIFE, metal handle, 
5" blade, 440C steel SALE $19, EXPLORER BOOT 
KNIFE, Ebony wood handle 3114' ' blade, 440C steel SALE 
$22. ALL OF THE ABOVE KNIVES COME WITH LEATH· 
ER BOOT/BELT CLIP SHEATHS. NINJA knife with belt 
sheath and shoulder harness retail $49, SALE $39. KER
SHAW TROOPER IN PRESENTATION .CASE with boot/ 
belt sheath retail $75. SALe $55. Add $1 . Shipping each 
knife, ILLUSTRATED CATALOG $1. Greai selection of 
boots (over 20), survival, combat, etc. Knifes. To: PHMA, 
P.O. Box 44153, Brooklyn, OH 44144. (37) 

SECRET AND SECURE, manual covering cryptography, 
telecommunications. $4.95. Clay Pierce, 325 Carol Drive, ' 
Ventura, CA 92003. (37) 

EXPERIENCED COMBAT PHOTOGRAPHER: Available 
for short or long term. Expensive but good. Valid 
passport. Reply, Box 195, Schertz, TX 78154. 

NIGHT VISION Scopes and Binoculars , Zodiac Inflatable 
boats as used by NATO and SF. Southern Ocean Supply, 
2050 Sought Federal Highway, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33316 
or call 1 (305) 467-911 B. (39) 
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COMBAT KUNG-FU - Techniques derived from Pa Qua, 
Kenpo, Tai Chi , and Dim Muk. This is a no-nonsense 
manual of hand-to-hand warfare for the advanced com
batant as explained by a 25-year veteran of the martial 
arts. Not suggested for the beginner. No line drawings 
- all techniques illustrated with photographs . 2) 
"STICK COMBAT" - An introduction to Jojitsu, the five 
foot stave. All techniques fully illustrated with easy-to
foliow photographs. Primaril y stick versus stick, but in
cludes stick versus unarmed. An excellent introduct ion 
to a long overlooked martial art. Can be used by begin
ners. Send $5.00 for each postpaid manual to HW Com
municat ions, 2140 Thunderbird Trail , Maitland, FL 32751. 

AMBUSH! How to set one up, how to spring it, and most 
Important, how to get out of one if you're caught in it! A 
combat manual containing all types of ambushes with a 
special chapter on urban ambushes for police use. Send 
$7.95 plus $.50 postage and handling to T.N.T. Publica
tions, P.O. Box 2046, Orlando, FL 32802. 

BE LEAN AND MEAN with our easy to follow photo il
lustrated guide to physical fitness and hand-to-hand 
combat·. Six conditioning exercises to toughen up, plus 
hand-to-hand combat techniques that get to the point. 
Send $4.50 plus 50¢ for poastage and handling. Check or 
Money Order U.S. only (allow 4 weeks delivery). To: R&R 
ENTERPRISES, Dept. SOF, P.O. Box 1209, San Bruno, 
CA 94066. 

ADVENTURER, entrepeneur interested in making big 
money. Travel outside the U.S.A. M.T.C., Box 82, Meg· 
gett , SC 29460. (39) 

320-ACRE ISOLATED HIDEAWAY. Over 15 miles from 
paved road . Graded road to within 2 miles. West-central 
Arizona, 4500 feet elevation, creek, low population densi· 
ty. $65,000, 20% down. Jack: (602) 344-2850 or 4141 , 
agent. P.O. Box 5794, Yuma, AZ 85364. 

BOMB IRAN bumper stickers $2 each. Also: JANE FON· 
DA: TRAITOR. Many more! Send for list $1. (Free with 
order). Nick's , Box 29335, Denver, CO, U.S.A. 80229. 

SILVER: Recover from used photo and X-ray film using 
household chemicals. Full details, no follow-up sales. 
$5.00 to combined services of Houston, P.O. Box 19145, 
Houston, TX 77024. (38) · 

CUSTOMIZED BUMPER STICKERS! Slogan or phrase of 
your choice. $3 each (limit 30 letters). Nick 's, Box 29335, 
Denver, CO 80229, U.S.A. 

SECRET CODES. "Crypticstik" sliderules and unlimited 
codes assure confidential correspondence. $5 pair. 
cryptics, Dept. KSF, Box 103, Athens, OH 45701. 

MERCENARY DUO: Marine ex-Vietnam and Australian 
· want action. Everything considered. Contact Derek, P.O. 
Box 901 , Geelong 3220, Victoria, AUSTRALIA. 

NUNCHAKU. Make your own. Illustrated instructions 
show you how step by step. Send $2.00 to: Four Star, 
Route 1, Richland, IN 47634. 

THE GREAT Internat ional Conspiracy explained. World 
Conspiracy? Past, present and future. Does it affect 
you? Send $5.00 to: Freedom · Distributers, P.O. Box 
15275A, Salt Lake City, UT 84115. 

PACIFIC NORTHWEST need individual for one time 
short term, low risk good paying assignment. Forward 
name, address or telephone number for immediate 
response. P.O. Box 19730, Drawer 121 , Portland, OR 
97219. 

COURIER. Deliver mail , parcels, anything. Ultra low pro· 
file. Forward , receive. International. P.O. Box 4741, Stn. 
C, London, Ontario. N5W 5L7, Canada. 

RUVEL & CO. U.S. Government Surplus. New G.l. M65 
Army field jackets, S, M, L, XL $41.25 ea.; New M65 
liners, $15.75; 48"'Paratroop dropcase, $11 .00; New G.l. 
.45 auto hip holster, $14.50; New G.I. pistol belts , $9.50; 
G.l. 21/4" gun-cleaning patcl\es , 200/$1.50; Carbine 30-rd. 
mags, $4.25, chrome, $6.10; Two 15-rd. mags & pouch , 
$3.55; 4-rd. hunting mags, $2.85; M1 carbine stock, $8.50; 
Handguard , $4.00; Sling & oiler, $2.35; M5 Garand 
bayonet w/sheath , $18.95; Garand stocks, $10.00; 1917 
Enfield stocks , $9.50; Handguards, $5.00 pr.; Springfield 
bolts complete, $6.50; Low-scope bent bolt bodies, 
$5.50; G.l. Springfield straight rifle walnut stocks for 
1903 or 1903A3, $20.00; M14 stocks, $12.50; M14 20-rd. 
mags, $7.50; M14 ammo pouch, $2.00; M14 clean ing tool 
set, $7.50; New web slings for Garand, Springfield , $1 .75; 
New G.l. 10 pocket cartridge belts, $9.50; carbine trigger 
housing stripped M1 , $12.00, M2, $15.00; Gvt. type .45 
shoulder holster, $8.75; M1911 .45 auto mags, $4.95, 
AR15 20-rd. mags, $4.00; AR15 30-rd . mags., $5.75 each, 7 
or more, $5.00 ea. ; AR15 M7 bayonet with sheath , $20.00; 
M7 Imperial manufa'cturer, -$22.50; M7 Colt manufac· 
turer, $40.00; AR15 nylon 20-rd . ammo pouch, $5.00; 
30-rd . pouch, $6.95. Complete listings found in our 1980 
Surplus 1\rmy-Navy Store, 64 page catalog. Send $1.00 
(free with $5.00 order). All items very good unless other
wise stated. Prices, plus postage. Illinois residents add 
6% tax. (312) 248-1922. Ruvel & Co., Dept . SF, 3037 N. 
Clark, Ch icago, IL 60657. 
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NEW "Clear" DRISLIDE!! Comparable to WD40 
w/"TWICE" the corrosion protection! 100+ hours Salt 
Spray Test. 4-ounce Spout cans. $2.95; 6/$14.15. FINAL
LY! A knife sharpening -Steel that does it ALL! Outper· 
forms Ezelaps & wi ll virt ually "SHAVE" metal off your 
blades. Unbreakable & maintenance-free. 6"x5/16" 
diameter. Scabbard included. If not the FINEST 
sharpener YOU'VE ever used, return for REFUND. $9.95. 

,SHIPMATE STAINLESS STEEL ICEPICK: Manufactured 
for over 26 years. Finest quality materials. Ideal backup 
weapon. Only 2-ounces X 7-1/8". Scabbard included. 
$4.20. (Add 20% shipping). PHOTOGRAPHIC Survival 
Knives Catalog. Sword canes , boots, commandos, 
throwers, hollow-handles, & much more. Save up to 35% 
& take advantage of our SOF specials featured ex
clusivel y for Catalog _Holders. Satisfaction Guaranteed! 
$2.00. SELECTLINE, Box 391SK, P.C., HI 96782. (CATA
LOG HOLDERS: Valor #408 $29.95 postpaid ! Offer ex· 
pires: 10-31-80. Effective immediately, ALL Catalog 
Orders wi ll receive one FREE GIFT whose value will be 
determined by your total purchase.) 

THE MEEK SHALL INHERIT THE SHIT - Multi-color 
design heavy quality T·Shirt. An i~credible shirt for the 
man who believes in showing how he reall y feels. Post· 
paid $6.75. A&M Graphics, P.O. Box 5125, Modesto, CA 
95352. 

$30,000,000 in buried GOLD, SILVER. Genuine. Code 
No.1 tells exact locat ion. Code No. 2 tel ls exact quan
tities. No. 1 has never been so lved. Send $2.00 U.S. for 
both codes , wit h No. 2 solved, to E. Baha, R.R. No. 1 
Riverside Dr., Pickering Ontario , L 1V2P8. Make check or 
M.0.s payable to Ray E. Jarvis. 

ACTION MEN: U.S. Marine (ex-Vietnam) and Austral ian. 
Want short term, high pay wo rk , anywhere , if you pay 
trave l. Small arms and se lf-defense speciali ties . 
Avai lab le 1/12/80. Contact Kovacs , P.O. Box 901, 
Geelong, 3220, Victoria, Australia. (37) 

STATE GUN LAWS - Specify State, $1.95. FEDERAL 
GUN LAW - The rare indexed edition, $2.95. IL
LUSTRATED GUN DEALER TRAINER - 8 part third edi· 
tion - $4.95. All three manuals ONLY $8.00 ppd. MESA, 
Drawer 9045-F5, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. 

SEX, NO - MONEY, " Si ," Become a gun dealer at home 
and make extra money to offset the recession! Instruc
tions , applicat ion forms ; $2.00 or FREE with New Gun 
Dealers Instruct ion Course , 23 chapters; $4.95, Federal 
Laws; $2.00, You r State Laws; $2.00, Directory 500 
Who lesalers ; $3.50, Class 3 Li cense Manual , Forms; 
$3.00, Record Books Firearms, Ammunition, 1000 en· 
tries; $4.95, How To Obtain Concealed Gu n Permits; 
$2.00, 35 page CATALOG $1.00, Reddick, 1821 Bacon 
H980, San Diego, CA 92107. 

BECOME PART-TIME GUN DEALER! " Obtaining Federal 
Firearms License," samples, illustrations (New Edition) 
$1.95. " Gun Dealer's Directory Of Wholesalers" 3 vital 
directories in one - $1.95. "Se lected Federal Firearms 
Laws" Top authorities answer most asked questions, 
$1.95. ALL THREE BOOKLETS - ONLY $4.95 ! MESA, 
Drawer 9045-FM, Steamboat Springs, CO 80477. 

SOUTHERN INDEPENDENCE is now a reality - to learn 
what is being done to legally obtain our freedom , write: 
Southern National Party, P.O. Box 18214, Memphis, TN 
38118. (37) 

EMPLOYMENT WANTED, wit h mercenary unit ; does 
anything , goes anywhere. Kevin Boller, 313V2 E.S.D. St., 
Gas City, IN 46933. 

SECURITY RESEARCH CENTER. We can furnish any 
type individual or group in the security industry, military 
or civi li an . S.R.C., 102 B St ., Hayward, CA 94541 . (37) 

TWO VETS - Peacetime Army 75-78. Seek ing adven· 
ture, anything , anywhere. Tired of watching everything 
go to shit and not doing anything about it. B. Babbitt, RD 
No. 5, Meadville, PA 16335. 

GERMAN BEER MUGS/STEINS - Will purchase for you 
and your friends. Send $1.00 for more information and 
price list. SFC Mike Glessner, C Co. 3rd , ABC APO NY 
09702. 

WHO KILLED KENNEDY? JFK assassination research 
materials avai lable; Zapruder film , photographs, slides, 
recordings, literature. Collector's Archives; Box 114, 
Beaconsfield , Quebec. (37) 

SMOKE BOMBS! Professional. Fresh. Not surplus. No 
duds. 100% guaranteed! Gigantic 4,000 cubi c ft. $23 
dozen. Super 8,000 cubic ft. $35 dozen. Howeiabs, Fol ly 
Beach, SC 29439. (38) 

MAPS OF ANYPLACE! S.E. As ia, Iran, cities , regions, 
ANYPLACE! New, 1,000 map catalog (with reference 
map) $2.00 (refundable). MESA, Drawer 9045-FO, Steam
boat Springs, CO 80477. 

W.W.2 Canadian Pistol Holsters. Flapstyle, Military Web
spar mag holder and cleaning rod pouch. Fits Browning 
P-35, Colt Gov't , Llama and P-38. Very good condition 
$8.00 ppd. Send M.O. or C.C. to International Militaire , 51 
Euphrasia Drive, Toronto, Ontario, CANADA M6B-3V8. 

COMBAT PROVEN EQUIPMENT: All NEW and UNUSED; 
Jungle combat boots (not $37.95) $30 ONLY with DAGA; 
World's greatest helmet stops; 9mm - .357 fired from 
10 feet - $150; Jungle camouflage T-shirts - jogging 
shorts - $6; British pollution filtering gas mask with 
case - $20; Soviet forces trenching shovel captu red -
$20; Samurai swords with scabbards , 27.5 inches - $50, 
41 inches - $60; Stainless 4-inch blade Lockback Buck
type knife - $6; U.S. model 1918 knuckle guarded t rench 
knife-stainless 6-inch blade - $18; Czech-Soviet 
angolan black blade machete in sheath - $12; Blinding 
gas pen legal for women & children. Defeat muggers -
$5; Twelve pocket WWI grenade bandolier - $10; NATO 
Commando's stairilii!'fS throwing dagger with cli p· 
scabbard - $30. Shipping Charges: $10-$20 order -
$1.50, $20-$100 - $3.00, Orders over $100 - $5.00. 
DAGA, P.O. Box 1276, Fredericksburg, VA 22401. 

DO YOU NEED a confidential address? Do you need a 
personalized telephone? For more information, write or 
call , Richard Williamson , Hwy 940, Pocono Lake, PA 
18347. Phone (717) 646-8891 (10 a.m. to 6 p.m. EDT). 

CLASSIFIED NUMBER. Guaranteed gets anyone off your 
back. A million uses, $2.00 and S.A.S.E. P.O.Box 166, 
Roselle Park, NJ 07204. 

XMAS Gift for Junior. 12 tools in one. Swiss type army 
knife. $8.98 Teri Gates, 945 E. Main, Norristown, PA 
19401. (38) 

YOUNG ENGLISHMAN seeks mercenary training. Profi· 
cient in firearms and languages. Michael White, 15, Sher
borne Road, Bradford 7, West Yorkshire, England. 

MANRIKIGUSARI! " Professional" stee l combat model ! 
$29.95 postpaid. Shuriken! Single pointed - guaranteed 
against breakage - $2.50 postpaid. Weapons catalog 
$1 .00 - FREE with order. J.D. Adams, Box 28, Dept . 
S-10, White House Station, NJ 08889. 

BULLSHIT - brown Gothic letters on yel low T-shirt 
S,M,L,XL $6.95 postpaid. Dave's T-Shirts, P.O. Box 172, 
Cedar Grove, NJ 07009. (39) 

INTERNATIONAL BROTHERHOOD OF MERCENARIES 
invite you to join us now! Are you seeki ng a life of adven
ture? Register with other brothers of adventure 
worldwide. For free information and application form , 
send self-addressed stamped envelope to: l.B.O.M., 
P.O.box 5-f, Richboro, PA 18954. (38) 

CANADA/WASHINGTON STATE REMAILS. Vancouver, 
B.C.: $1.25, do not stamp. Washington state: $1.00, 
please inc lude stamp. INTSEC REMAIL, Box 1066, Sta· 
tion A, Delta, B.C., Canada. V4M 3T2. 

WANTED world wide parachutist badges, Airborne, 
Spec ial Forces , Rangers, sport parachuting. Will buy 
and exchange insignias. Geronimo, 2125 7th Ave., Yuma, 
AZ 85364. 

WALLETS $7.00; Tri-folds, $7.50; checkbooks, $4.50; 
watch bands, $4.75. All of these items are of long lasting 
nylon (ours is guaranteed for 3 years) and besides being 
the only guaranteed items ours are priced less. Colors 
available: camouflage, black, red and green. M.C. & VISA 
accepted. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, booklet listing pistol regulations 
all states and Federal Gun Laws book let, both $3.00. 
Police ca\alog $2.00. Schlesinger, 415 East 52nd St., 
New York, NY. 10022, Department 35. 

FRENCH FOREIGN LEGION BERETS, back in stock. 
Green (infantry) and maroon (para) with insign ia for 
ONLY $24.50 ppd. M.C. & VISA accepted. A.H.A., P.O. 
Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

BASIC HANDGUNNING INFORMATION for the beginner 
or novice for self-defense and/or combat. Important con
c ise detailed material discusses all primary subjects. 
Money-back guarantee. $2.00 ppd ., or just send address 
if you 're broke. Bosselmann, P.O. box 135, Chino Vall ey, 
AZ 86323. 

BUG YOUR OWN PHONE. You can legally reco rd any of 
your own phone conversations for whatever reason you 
li ke. Something everyone should know how to do. Com
plete plans and instructions $3.00. Kautz Enterprises, 
7504 Devonshire, St. Louis , MO 63119. 

NATURAL OR SOCIAL BREAKDOWN COMING? Get· 
away shelter. Plans for novices using four tools, $10.00. 
Optional list shelter and survival techniques, $1.00 
SASE. Lyman Bu ilt, Dept. SOF1 , Box 4164, Msla, MT 
59806. 

GOT SOMETHING TO HIDE? Safe deposit box fallacy ex
posed. You r home, apartment and car is safer than any 
bank vault to hide anything from burglars , snoop friends, 
authorities, etc. Confidential illustrated manual, $3.00. 
Kautz Enterprises, 7504 Devonshire, St . Louis, MO 
63119. 

BROTHERS IN BLOOD: The International Terrorist Net· 
work, 441 pages, $6.98. German Airborne Troops. A 
History of Parachute Troops of the Third Reich. $5.98. 
Surviving the Long Night: An Autobiographical Account 
of a Political Kidnapping, $4.98. Assault From the Sky: A 
History of Airborne Warfare, $14.96. Catalog $1.00. 
Killzone, Box 513, Warrensburg, MO 64093. 
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EXCELLENT COURIER available short-term. P.O. Box 
18692; Austin, TX 78760. (37) 

WWII GERMAN VI/AR SOUVENIRS! Includes daggers, 
swords, helmeis, flags, uniforms, everything! illustrated 
catalog $10 bill (refundable). Disco, Box 331-X, Cedar
bug, WI 53012. (47) 

LEATHER SAPS and night sticks. 14" Texan $16.00. 12" 
Junior, $12.00. LAPD night sticks, 11/4' 'x36" cocobolo, 
$9.00. Hickory, $6.00. Nunchaku, 11 " hard maple, $12.00. 
·ust $1 .00. Klllzone, Box 513, Warrensburg, MO 6409~ . 

VOLCANIC ASH sample from Mt. St. Helens, $5.00. P.O. 
Box 13174, Spokane, WA 99213. No checks. (37) 

YOUNG MAN wants mercenary work long or shorl term. 
Small arms and Ju Jitsu. Valid passport. Prefer Middle 
East or Africa. Available 1/12/80. Need travel paid. CON
TACT Derek, P.O. Box 901 , Geelong, G.P.O. 3220, Vic-
toria, Australia. · 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE: Improve your shooting skills 
with an all new, all metal T.C.B. Super-Spin Target. 
Resets after each hit. No assembly required. Ideal for 
BB's, pellets and 22 rim fire. Send $12.50 plus $1.50 
freight and handling to T.C.B., P.O. Box 5625, Yuma, AZ 
85364. Dealers inquiries welcome! 

MINl-14 Selective Fire Conversion Plans, complete, il
lustrated, guaranteed! (consult BATF before converting). 
Only $20 postpaid. Rainier-SF2, 2420 1st Ave. No. 12, 
Seattle, WA 98121. (41) 

ARABIC LINGUISTS - unique employment oppor
tunities. Send resume to Middle-Eastern Studies Group, 
P.O. Box 3182, Carbondale, IL 62901 . Vets include copies 
DD214, Training Certificates. 

FORMER SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE. At last you can have 
your experience recognized. NEW, special Diploma, 
grants you an Honorary Advisor of Military Science 
Degree. FREE identity card included, too! Supply 
limited, don't delay: Send $10 to: World Wide Soldiers of 
Fortune Association , 715 Chelmsford Street, Lowell , MA 
01851. 

WANTED: " The Machine Gun" by George Chinn. All 
volumes, any condition. H.V. Oberg, 6738 Buckingham 
Bay, Woodbury, MN 55125. 

COUNTERFEIT? SPOT BOGUS BILLS! Uni mark currency 
validator. Solid state. Electric/battery. Hand held. Nine 
ounces. Details $1.00 to Pacific Security Systms, Dept. 
A, Box 11070, Honolulu, HI 96828. 

WANTED: Quality type noise suppressors for all types of 
firearms. Please write all replies are confidential. Ex
cellent money If satisfied. Walsh Gunsmithing; 625 Post 
St., Box 702. San Francisco, CA 94109. 

INVESTMENT INFORMATION on foreign companies 
and countries. Send for brochure or sample newsletter, 
Worldwide Investment Notes, our weekly publication. 
Worldwide Investment Research , Ltd. , P.O. Box 16041 
Clayton, MO 63105. 

COMMUNICATIONS SECURITY for tactical operations. 
Defeat communications surveillance with U.S. Army 

· Signal Security measures. Cryptography, transmission 
and traffic security for all communication mediums: 
wire, wireless, post, or courier, fi xed or mobile. Detail s: 
TAC-COM, P.O. Box 3255, Dept. 160, York, PA 17402. 

FOR MACHINE GUNS in Idaho - call: (208) 722-5904, or 
write: P.T.S., P.O. Box 280, Parama, ID 83660. 

ANOTHER APOCALYPSE? Read about the 1984 confron
tation in Southeast Asia. "War Toy" is an astounding 
novel about a totally different kind of conflict. Send 
$3.00 to WORLD ENTERPRISES, INC., P.O. Box 592, . 
Brunswick, OH 44212. 

WANT ADVENTURE, travel, pay? Become a Sailor of For
tune (Merchant Marine, civilian) Info., $3. KALA MARINE, 
P.O. Box 890, Elfers, FL 33531 . 

COMINT SPECIALIST: Ex-USASA Vietnam vet, 6-year 
regular Army, NCO, seeks employment. Specialties 
ARDF, TIA, Chinese Mandarin, German. Also expert M-1 , 
M,14, M-16, M-2 carbine, sharpshooter cal. .45 M-1911 . 
Contact J.G. Scheffler, 71 S. Pierson Rd. , Maplewood, 
NJ 07040. 

EXPEDITIONS, balloon flights , freighter voyages, island 
real estate, plus. Detailed brochure package, $3.00. Mur
phy Adventure Service, Box 1177, Kingston, NY 12401 . 
(38) 

MERC IN SOUTH AMERICA - Seeks serious offers of 
employment. Degree In professional diving, para~hutlst , 
mechanfca1' !echnlcian, civil engineer (oil adviser) and 
knowledge of many types of weapons. Write: R. 
deCastro, P.O. Box 70.088, RJ , Brasil , CEP: 22530. 

STASH 'N CACHE hollow chrome s\eel belt buckle. 
3V2x2V2x'f.I inch. Fits any belt up to 1 '14'' wide. Holds 
valuables, keys, 30.06, .45 ACP, etc. $3.00 cash U.S. 
peFost, Box 995, Prince Albert, Sask, CANADA. 

COMMANDER MILITARIA BOOKS. Specializing in elite 
forces including Para; W-SS·and Legion Etrangere. Free 
~ooklist. 5300 N. Newcastle, Chicago, IL 60655. 
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GOVERNMENT SURPLUS. "No Fooling Around " I give 
Information for direct and complete connection with 
state and federal auctions, biddings, etc. This Includes 
military, civilian, and other type Items (almost anything). 
Send $5.00 to cover postage, packaging and material to: 
Thomas J. Riley, Route 7, Box 218-R, Hattiesburg, MS 
39401 . . 

NOTICE NOTICE NOTICE: Due to the overwhelming 
response to our ad in the June issue of SOF, a subject 
list of Nomenclature/data sheets is now available from 
BB Enterprises, P.O. Box 426, Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464. 

SPECIAL FORCE BERETS, current issue with Flash & 
Crest $17.00 ppd. M.C. & VISA accepted. A.H.A, P.O. 
Box21606, Denver, CO 80221. 

U.S. PARATROOPER BOOTS, contractors over-run ex
cellent qual ity, new boots. Available in all wide sizes. 
Only $39.00 ppd. M.C. & VISA accepted. A.H.A., P.O. Box 
21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 

U.S. LEAF PATIERN camo berets, match your camo 
fatigues perfectly . ONLY $16.00 ppd. M.C. & VISA ac
cepted. A.H.A., P.O. Box 21606, Denver, CO 80221 . 

BADGE COLLECTORS send 75e for list of railroad, fire, 
and law badges or $5.00 for next 12 monthly lists. B-PEC, 
Dept. SF580, 9889 Alondra Blvd., Bellflower, CA 90706. 
(42) 

ATIENTION, .22 rim fire shooters, pl inkers, etc. For only 
$12.50 plus $1.50 freight and handling you can own a 
T.C.B. Super-Spin all metal target. Resets after each hit. 
No more cans or bottles. Comes complete, no assembly 
required. Send your order to T.C.B., P.O. Box 5625, 
Yuma, AZ 85364. Dealers inquiries welcome. 

VIETNAM AIRWAR: Psy-War Surrender Leaflets; two 
types. Authentic reproductons of those Air-Dropped in 
Nam and Cambodia. Plus, SHADOW GUNSHIP Calling 
Card. $3.00 ppd. J. Stroup, P.O. Box 1043, Warren , OH 
44482. 

SCANNER OWNERS: "Top Secret Registry of U.S. 
Government Radio Frequencies" Unique book reveals 
3,800 + frequencies : FBI, Customs, FCC, CIA, Border, 
Immigration, Treasury, Prisons, Secret Service, ATF, 
military, etc. $4.95 ppd ., CRB Research , Box 56-SF, Com
mack, NY 11725. (41) 

WAR PRO up for long/short employment. Marine Viet 
vet, scuba/ground ops, E.M .T. Kempo armies small arms, 
scuba instruction my specialty. All training experience 
done in ocean similar to mission. Have passport. R.F.M., 
P.O. Box 60960, Sacramento, CA 95860. 

WARRIORS. Lockblade pocket knife. 3'/• inches. Word 
WARRIORS etched on blade $16.95. Smoky Mountain 
Toothpick Booth Knife $21.50. Knives postpaid. PAX 
ENTERPRISES, P.O. Box 297, Willard , OH 44890. 

TEDDY FOR LIFEGUARD bumpers tickers. $1.50 plus 20e 
postage and handling. Send to: Lance Kyle, 7475, S.W. 
102 St., Miami, FL 33156. 

PRECIOUS METALS & GEMSTONES: which are good in
vestments, which aren 't and why. Send $2.00 cash or 
M.O. to: W.R.B. Enterprises, Drawer 2509, Dept. SOF, 
Framingham, MA 01701. (38) 

MICHAEL DUNSMORE RESEARCH REPORT - Monthly 
conspiracy review: Political intrigue, stock market tips 
and much more. Write P.O. Box 385, W. Long Branch, NJ 
07764. (37) 

FREE CATALOG of books and manuals; Military small 
arms, military sc ience, self-protection, etc. Write 
MANHOUSE, P.O. Box 25203L, Phoen ix, AZ 85069. 

MERC, 43, desires short term employment, high risk ok, 
North or South America. Pilot , infiltration specialist, 
small arms expert. Also non-mere functions as body
guard, security specialist , personal & property. Available 
to train qualified personnel in mere funct ions, your 
facilities or mine. Contact by registered mail H.S. c/o 
Bush, Rm. 809, 7 West Madison Street, Chicago, IL 
60602. 

SAPS - knucks - cu ffs - smoke bombs - rifle 
grenades - badges - straight razors - 75 knife books. 
Knifetrader, 6415 Lankershim, N. Hollywood, CA 91606. 
(38) 

H.S. now hiring pros for a winter 1980 operation in the 
U.S. High compensation. No legal hassles. Contact by 
registered mail only: H.S. c/o Bush, Rm. 809, 7 West 
Madison Street, Chicago, IL 60602. (312) 372-7260. 

MILITARIAN COLLECTORS, historians, buffs, we have 
)ust published our 50 page catalog of military relics of all 
wars , all periods Nazi , Japanese, U.S.A. specialty, the 
best listing on the collectors market yet. $2.00 postpaid, 
Worldwide Military Gollectibles Limited, P.O. Box 65752, 
Los Angeles, CA 90065. Phone (213) 242-0598. 

LEARN HOW OTHERS COMPLETELY STOP, slow even 
reverse electric meters completely undetected. For in
formation purposes only. Home, farm whatever informa
tion $1.00 or completely illustrated book with pictures 
and complete diagrams. $9.95 postpaid to Power Ser
vices, Box 415SF, Watkinsville, GA 30677. (38) 

W.W.2 Canadian Pistol Holsters. Flapstyle, Military Web
spar mag holder and cleaning rod pouch. Fits Browning 
P-35, Colt Gov't , Llama and P-38. Very good condition 
$8.00 ppd. Send M.O. or C.C. to International Militaire, 51 
Euphrasia Drive, Toronto, Ontario, CANADA M6B-3V8. 

The NEW 
Incomparable 

SK-11\I-~QQ 

~;, --U· .. 
\~ Selfprotect1on'A un1que 

leg -sheathed knife wot h a Velcro 
closure system for utmost concealab1l-

1ty Instantly remo ved for use ' Hollow 
ground knife of 440-C polished steel 
Comes with extra suede sheath with Velcro 
closure adaptable 10 boots . pocketbook . or 
anywhere' Knife& leg wrap s33so 
weighs le ss than J · , 
ou nces' Knife measures 5" 
complete with 2 sheaths 
Order yours today' 

o lus $1 00 
tor ooslage 
MC BAC 

M 0 or CHECK 

Phone 404-943 -9339 (24 Hr. aerv.) 

BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS, LTD. 

Box 108-L Powder Springs, Ga. 30073 
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Fellow 
Adventurers! 
You are cordially 
Invited to the 
FIRST ANNUAL 
SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
CONVENTION, zc;..28 
September 1980, at 
Colu.mbla, 
Missouri. 

The SOF 
CONVENTION is ) 

being held In conjunction with 
the 1st Annual SOF Combined 

Shooting Championship, a ~ 
shotgun, pistol and assault rifle 

combat shoot to pick the top 
U.S. all·arouncl combat 

marksman In the United States. 
Also ponsorecl by Soldier of 

Fortune magazine, it wnt be the 
most exciting powderburnlng 

ever seen ln thl• country. One 
hundred top hooters will compete, ) 

by Invitation only, for up to f 10 ,000 In 
prize money, guM and gear. ) 

A banquet, with the presentation of the first Colonel 'Bult' Simon Memorial Award. 
to a leading Soldier of Fortune or in recognition of an outstanding feat 
of denlng·do, a keynote speaker of great reputation among us mercenarle 
and adventurers, and an outstanding meal. Camouflage fatigues preferred, but other mllttary 
or police uniforms are acceptable, as fs appropriate civilian dress, and weapon must be 
checked at the door. Your registration fee of $25 (U.S.) covers the cost of the banquet and 

> 

your enrollment In the Brigade of Profenlonals. . i'm"' ,
1 
r)'--1111t---""!1rt------....--*"'--..., 

t ,.•1 ~ l&n eonvndon •av h ffmkcd to U. I •• wot•fn .. on an aatoma.ffe i ···ll•.;w .,. __ ,. 
• ii. lt'Oopflff, H do ilM d•fa¢ --•• fftt' 

weapon• demon•U-nfon and • dl•pfay 111u '"' •Hffadon• and .a•d•adaftt. ~ 
al the fatefl •••I' Che Anny ftH. fMMNdlat•M Vm1 as ch«•• dt• 
.ActMffH at the SOF eon.•etdfo •tU'oU..m tu •ad dt4I ,,,.., flltfri'• 
ne tentative. accnu1odatloit on vow \IWA"' 

Ma«..cftM••, tw ..... ~ dNdl Of •on.,- tndn. 

ft&, rm coming ta the lft.t SOP CONVENTION; 
reS«Ve me •· selit lit the ban4uft, 

Don't .... tfll• AR81' OLDIER Of 
FOR1'11HE COHVEn'IOJf 
ti. Cot. Ro&at K. 8t'OWB Clf9AR) 
Edftn /P•&U.filn 
Sofdf« ol fMfflN 

Name 
Sue et -==========--=~ 

Prmou• or Cuwm Mftltat:v 
Mfttf affon 

Town State_ Ztp __ _ 
I wffl Jump == ve• == no (pfeHe encfoge f ZO (U.S.) fot ffrtt Jump to 
f enclose f25 (U.S,). Please send my ID, reHWe po•ftfon In •ifck) 
Pte.a.e re•etfle me a room at the ffeadqua1ter• ffatet 
Requfre• 1st nfght depo•k == f33 (U.S.) gfngfe == $41 (U.S.) double 
Pteate charge mv ==VISA = = Ma•tetCharge ~Payment encfo.ed. 
C1edltcard numbft ----------- Return thl• coupon to: 

•pfriltfon dat• ---------~--- SOf CONVENTION, INC, 
Sfgn11tur•·~------------- P.O. Bos 693, Boulder, CO 80306 
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