


MERCENARY'S MANUAL 
MERCENARY'S MANUA L PART TWO 
By Terry P. Edwards. Edited by Robt. K. Brown. 
Photos by Gary Flanagan and Al Venter. 
300+ pages, 150+ photos, dozens of illustrations. 
5% by 8%. $8.95 plus 75rl postage. 

Books don't make soldiers. And no one can sell you all 
the stuff that does. But these days it takes more ·than 
guts and muscl e to win battles. Mercenary's Manual Part 
Two gets to the details; the how-to-do-it side of urban 
war, anti-tank fighting, mortars, missiles, climbing, track­
ing, and more . There is more on demolitions, sma ll-unit 
amph ibious and air operations, weather predictions, 
mines, and much more . Part Two is over 300 pages, with 
dozens of I ine drawings and over 150 photos by Gary 
Flanagan and Al Venter. It does not deal in en tertain­
ment, polit ics o r terrorism, just down-to-earth proven 
methods and techn iques. It's plain know-how . .. dedi­
cated to winning. It costs $8.95 plus 75</, for postage. 
This much we can sell yo1• . The rest is up to you . .. 

THE ORIGINAL 

MERCENARY'S MANUAL 
The most compact guide to combat surv ival is still available 

PART TWO 
• URBAN WARFARE - The hows and 

the whys of a deadly business. Tactics, 
tricks and facts on attack and defense 
in street fighting. 

• ANTI-TANK WEAPONS - Th e speci­
fics on operating the Carl Gustav RCL, 
TOW, RPG -2, RPG-7, Drago n, Sagger, 
3.5 RL, 57 & 106-mm RCL, PZK-44, 
Strim, Entac, and others. The informa­
tion you need to get them into action 
and on target. 

• ATTACK AND RETREAT - Methods 
of control, phase lines, checkpoints, 
etc. Assault drill s, vehicle drills, princi­
ples of success, operating with tanks, 
and more. 

• WEATHER - How to predict what's 
coming ; essential knowledge for any­
one concerned with operations. 

• TRACKING - What to look for, 
where to find it and what it can te ll 
you. 

• MINES - How to employ them , how 
to lay them, how to find them. How 
mechanical , chemical, pneumatic and 
hydrostatic fuses work. Counter­
measures . Includes identificat ion of 72 
different mines. 

• CLIMBING - A review of the tools 
and techniques to get you up, over and 
down : Alive. 

• COMMUNICATIONS - In one place, ' 
morse, semaphore, emergency panel 
codes. Improvised antennas, how to 
extend your radio range, how to oper­
ate the sets you may encounter. 

• R ECON- How to do it right ; covering 
route, bridge, cross-country and target 
recon. Determining range, corner 
radius, and more. 

• ANTI -TANK -Tackling tanks without 
the proper AT weapons. ·Not recom­
mended practice; but, if your back's to 
the wall ... 

• IMPROVISATIONS - Page after page 
of tricks and expedients from harden­
ing soft vehicles to making an impro­
vised AT discriminato r. 

•FINANCIAL SELF-DEFENSE - Iden­
tifying gold, diamonds and counterfeit 
currency. The ins and outs of "odd" 
methods of payment, Swiss banks, etc. 

•AIR OPERATIONS - How to pick, 
measure and mark a drop zone, create 
a forward or clandest ine airstr ip, or 
helipad. The facts and formulas you 
need to figure it all out. Even a section 
to help the novice jumper through his 
first jump. 

•MORTARS - How they work, how to 
set them up, how to direct their fire. 
Operating details for the I Ml 50-mm, 
the Tampella and Hotchkiss-B randt 
60-mm, the M-19, British 2-inch and 
others. 

• AMPHIBIOUS OPERATIONS - From 
patrolling rivers and streams to open 
water landings; the tactics and me­
thods. Mounting weapons on a small 
craft, safety, and even details on wave 
and tide characteristics. 

• TANK RECOGNIT ION - Photos and 
facts covering the major tan ks, APCs, 
armored and scout cars in use around 
the world today. 

•DEMOLITIONS - Ditch ing , breach­
ing, cutting .. . steel, concrete or 
earth . Buildings or br idges. The fo rmu­
las you need , the details in your 
pocket. 

• FIELD FORTIFICATIONS - Con­
struction of shelters from foxholes to 
bunkers. How to lay out your de­
fenses, tank stoppers and more. 

• NBC - The bomb, biological war and 
chemical attacks. What can be used, 
how to avoid being affected and what 
to do if you are caught in an attack . 

Th is is only a partial l ist ing of what 
the sections cover; there is too much t o 
list. A bibliography is provided t o direct 
the reader in further study . T he concept 
of the Mercenary 's Manual is simple: 
Cram in enough facts to make it work! 

UPCOMING TITLES 

at the same price, $4.95 plus 60</, for postage. 
Part Two tell s you how to carry the war to the-."4~!S~li:'1 

FIGHTING PATROLS - Gary Flanagan takes 
an in-depth look at the essence of modern war: 
the fighting patrol. 
GUNS IN A HURRY -World War Two turned 
firearms production upside-down and no guns 
epitomized the new techn iques like t he subma­
chine guns. This is the story of guns in a hu rry: 
the Stens , the Grease Gun, the MP-40 and the 
PPsh. G. N·. Dentay and T. P. Edwards . 

enemy, but Part One is intended to keep you alive to do 
so. It's concise : 130 easy-to-read pages packed with tips, 
photos and illustrations. Operating instruct ions for a dozen 
small arms and ove r a dozen grenades are included . If 
you're ser ious about the business, you need this book. 

UNIT NINE 
1110 FINCH WEST 

DOWNSVIEW, ONTARIO 
CANADA 

All orders are mailed first cl ass. 
Those outside North America 
please include additional postage. 
Satisfaction or money back. 
Allow 30 days delivery for Part 
Two. 
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Here are the deadly aircraft ... hard-fighting infa 
... raging naval battles •.. yours to thrill to when 
you choose from this outstanding 
selection of military book~ 

J\l\IY 4 BOOKS f::" 98~ 
WIT H M EMBERSHIP 

Man the bombsight of a B-24 sent to knock out 
oilfields at Ploesti. Zigzag up a burning beach on 
D-day, c learing the way with hand grenades and 
mortar fire. Keep your eyes peeled for enemy 
periscopes in the North Atlantic . Fight alongside 
tank commanders, fighter pilots, gunner's mates 
and tough dog face so ldie rs ... in A fri ca , the 
Pacific, Europe, Korea and Vietnam. 

Once you've purchased just four books during 
your fi rst two years of membership you may 
resign at any time. 

About every four weeks (14 t imes a year) you' ll 
receive free, the Club's magazine describing the 
coming selection and alternates. which save you 
up to 30% off publisher' s edit ions prices. 

2 vols count as 2 selections 
Now you can thrill to all this and more with the 

outstanding books shown and described on this 
page. They' re yours thro ugh t he M IL ITA RY 
BOOK CLUB, which offers big savings on the kind 
of books you love. Just choose your first four 
volumes and mail the application below. Send no 
money- we' ll bill you. 

If you want the selection, do nothing, it will be 
shipped to you automatically. If you want an alter­
nate, or no book at all, indicate your preference 
on the order form and return it by the date speci­
fied . That date allows you 10 days to decide. If 
you receive an unwanted selection because you 
had less than 1 0 days, return it at our expense. 
There is a shipping and handling charge on all 
books shipped. 

Note: Prices shown above are 
oublisher's edition orices 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

How the club works 
Afte r your membership's accepted , you' ll 

receive your four books for 98¢ plus shipping and 
handling. If you are not satisfied, r.eturn them 
within 10 days, cancel your membership, and you 
owe nothing. 

The Military Book Club offers its own complete, 
hardbound editions sometimes altered in size to 
fit presses and save members even more. 

MORE~ 
lO OIOOSE FROM 

r-----------------, 
2642. Tank. K Macsey. J. 
Balchelor. From WWI begin­
nings to Panzers and today. 
Pub. ed. $9.95 

4812. Crazy Horse and 
Custer. Stephen E Ambrose. 
A "double biography'" that cul­
minates with the massacre at 
BiQhorn. Pub. ed St2.50 

65 77. Fighter P~ots of 
World War II. Robert Jack­
son. Exciting biographies of 14 
aces. Allied and Axis. 
Pub ed. $8.95 

7583 Titans of the Seas. 
James H. and William M. 
Belote. Story al Japanese and 
American carrier 1ask forces m 
WWII. Pub. ed. 512.95 

2147 The United States 
Marines. B'r1g. Gen E.H. Sun· 
mons (U.S.M C. Rel.I. Hard­
bitten history ol 200 years of 
a tough. ptoud Corps 
Pub. ed. 58.95 

4010. War in the ShadOWL 
Robert 8. Asprey. The guerrilla 
in history, from Alexander the 
Great to Ho Chi Minh. Two-vol. 
set counts as one selection. 
Pub. ed. $35.00 

6585 Medieval Warfare. 
Terence Wise. Armor. weapons. 
lactics in 14th· 15th cenlury 
Europe. 242 illus. 
Pub. ed. 512.95 

6601 Stonewal in the Val­
ley. Robert G. Tanner. Jack­
son's masterful campaign in 
vivid detail. Illus. 
Pub. ed. 510.00 

8136. Nin~z. E.B. Poner. Tte 
def1mtive biography of the 
greal WWII admiral. 
Pub. ed. S16.95 

3079, U.S. Fighters. Lloyd S. 
Jones. Every "P" and "F" 
senes plane. 1925·present. 
Rare photos and 3·v1ew draw· 
ings Pub. ed. 514.95 

6973. Submarine. Drew 
Middleton. From the lirst "sub­
mersible vessel" to the 
nuclear.powered subs of 
today. 
Pub. ed. S12.95 

8169. The Blitzkrieg Story. 
Charles Messenger. A[l excit· 
mg account of the evolution of 
" tightening warfare" 32 pages 
or v1vid illustrations. 
Pub. ed. 510.00 

"" Military Book Clul9 
'l.J Dept. PR-193. Garden City. N.Y. 11 530 

I have read your ad. Please accept my application tor 
membership in the Military Book Club and send me the 
4 books w hose numbers I have printed in the boxes 
below. Bill me only 98¢ plus shipping and handling. I 
undersland that I need buy only 4 more books at.regular 
tow Club prices during the first two years of my mem­
bership to complete my purchase commitment. (NOTE: 
2-vo lume set of A IRWAR counts as 2 books and cannot 
be ordered individually.) 

No-risk guarantee: If not delighted, I may return the 4 
books within 10 days, my memb~rship will be canceled 
and I will owe nothing. 

Note: If you select 2-volume AIRWAR set, write 9134 
in two boxes. then choose 2 more selections. 

D L--1 ___.II.__ ___.I D 
Mr. Mrs. ______ ____________ _ 

Miss 

Address. __________ __,. pt. No. ____ _ 

City I 
I 

State ip I 
Members accepted in USA and Canada only. Canadian members will be I 
serviced lrom Toronto. Otter slightly ditterent in Canada 24_MBS 

L-----------------~ 
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NINJA CUTS NINJA CUTS NINJA CUTS NINJA CUTS NINJA CUTS NINJA CUTS NINJA CUTS NINJA CUTS NINJA CUTS NINJA 

THIS IS THE KNIFE! 
That has the quickest, safest, and most unique sheath 

That will cut beth~J than any knife you'll ever own 
That comes complete with a shoulder harness 
That has a hand hollow ground 440-C blade 

That weighs only 41/2 ounces with sheath 
That has a "bullet-proof' J..exan handle 

THAT YOU WILL HAVE TO SEE AND USE TO BELIEVE! 

N 
.• Ill J a T~ handmade product of ~HE BENCHMARK COMPANY 

$44.95 
Complete with sheath 
and shoulder harness 

Order direct from 

ARMAMENT SYSTEMS 
PRODUCTS, UNL TD. 

P.O. BOX 18595 - S 
ATLANTA, GA. 30326 

4 

~rotun 
~urplus 
~tores 

lLtb 
1005 · lltb $tre£t $.~. 

<lCalgarp,Qllberta 
<lCanaba ~2~ 3C9 

WAFFEN SS PATTERN GERMAN CAMOU­
FIAGE PUP TENTS (TWO-SHELTER HOUSE) 
REVERSABLE SPRING, FALL, SUMMER, WIN­
TER. C/W P&T CARRYING BAG. EACH 
SHELTER HOUSE CAN BE WORN AS A PON­
CHO. 
LIMITED QUANTITY EXCELLENT CONDITION 
COMPLETE TENT $69.95 

NEW BRITISH ARMY TANK SUITS $69.95 
NEW BRITISH ARMY TANK SUITS. 
JUNGLE ISSUE/LIGHTWEIGHT $84.95 

CAMOUFLAGE SUITS 
GOOD CONDITION 

BRITISH CURRENT ISSUE $74.95 
BELGIUM WITH C/W HOOD $34.95 
BELGIUM (FRENCH STYLE)C/W HOOD $34.95 
GERMAN $44.95 
ITALIAN (HEAVYWEIGHn $29.95 

GOOD CONDITION 

GERMAN CAMOUFLAGE PARKAS $59.95 
CANADIAN ARMY COMBAT BOOTS $ 9.95 
BRITISH GAS ~ASKS -
INDIVIDUALLY BOXED $ 5.95 

WWII RAF ESCAPE MAPS OF NORTH AFR ICA 
24x26 WITH TRANSLATION SHEET FOR 
PRONOUNCIATION OF HEBREW, YIDDISH, 
ARABIC, ENGLISH &GERMAN. 
COLOR SUITABLE FOR FRAMING $ 9.95 

Western <lCanaba's 
~ost ~utbentic Jlflilitarp 

~urplus ~tore 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
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NO FFL OR PERMITS REQUIRED TO ORDER ANYTHING FROM THIS AO 
e LOW . .. LOW ... PRICES ON TOP QUALITY MERCHANDISE TO 

EVERYONE! e YOU MUST BE SATISFIED WITH EVERY ORDER! BUY DIRECI AND 
SAVE MONEY e ORDER WITH CONFIDENCE! 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••o•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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"ADVENTURER'S" 
CAMOUFLAGE 
JACKET 

Brand new foreign government 
surplus. Pullover style 
with epaulets on shoulders. 

Features 2 roomy breast pockets and 2 big 
waist pockets. Rugged 100% cotton. Great 
for hunters. Sizes: S, M, L. Only $9.95 

plus $1 .50 shipping . 

~ BRITISH COMMANDO 
BATTLE JACKET 

~ ._ .~"). This attractive jackec 
L ./ ·:. - 1s brand new British 
~ - government surplus 
- ~"t:,~ ' A rugged, all-purpose 

--;;;;"':.::.~y jacket made of O.D. color, 
heavy-duty denim. 

It features epaulets on shoulders , 2 roomy 
breast pockets with flaps and an adjustable 
belted waist. Ideal for Spring , Summer or 
Fall. May never be available again! Size5: XS, 
S, M, L. Only $9.95 plus $1 .50 shipping . 

Please send height, chest and waist 
measurements for an exact fit. 

BRAND NEW, FACTORY FRESH, 
COMBAT & TARGET MAGAZINES 

Colt .45 Auto, all models: 7-shot. .. . .. $4.00 
Colt Commander 9mm, Standard ...... $7.50 
Colt Commander, .38 Super, .. .... . .. $7.50 
Browning High-Power 9mm 13-shot .. $12.00 
German Luger 9mm, Standard .... .. .. $7.50 
Walther PPK .380 cal. , Standard ...... $7.50 
Walther PPKS .380 w/ fingerest . . . . ... $8.50 
Colt M-16 & AR-15, 30 rd. G.I. .. . .. . . $6.95 
G.I. Nylon M-16 Magazine Pouch -

(holds 3-.30 rd. mags.} . .. .. . . . . .... $5.95 
Colt M-16 & AR-15, 20-rd. G.I. .. . . .. . $3.95 

(Add 50¢ per magazine for shipping.} 

" NEW PARATROOPER 
FOLDING STOCKS 

for the M-1 Carbine and the Ruger 10/ 22! 
Walnut with blued ordnance steel. ready to 
install. $37.95 plus $2.00 shipping. 
(Specify M-1 Carbine or Ruger 10/22) 

: ~- m~~ · -t NeW\ Rare\ 

Quick-Release Vietnam Issue Pistol Belt. 
. . . . . .. . ... .. . . . $4.95 plus 75¢ shipping. 

SPECIAL SALE! 

"THE LITTLE 
BLACK BOX" 
Warning ! This 

device is not to be used for 
surveillance ! Automatical ly starts recorder 
when telephone is picked up. Records entire 
telephone conversation Then auto­
matically stops recorder when telephone is 
hung up! Can be attached anywhere along 
the line . If you want to record both sides of 
any telephone conversation AUTOMAT­
ICALLY whenever a call comes in, this unit is 
for you. This amazing device plugs into ANY 
cassette or reel-to-reel recorder and causes 
absolutely no interference or noise on the 
phone. Extremely useful around the home or 
office for making ACCURATE and PERMA­
NENT records of all incoming and outgoing 
calls . MINIATURE! Only 1" x 2" x 3" . 

Now only $29.95 plus $1.00 shipping. 
t• I I, 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

BRAND NEW! MILITARY EQUIPMENT! 
1. Genuine British Commando Knife $12.95 
2. M-16/AR-15 Mag. Pouch w/3-

30-rd. Mags .. . ... . . . . . ..... . ... $19.95 
3. USAF Flying Jacket MA-1, Fully revers­

ible, O.D. and International Orange. 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL .. . . . . . ... ... .. $34.95 

4. USAF Pilot's Survival Knife w/ leather 
sheath and sharpening stone . .. . . $9.95 

5. USMC Combat Knife w/leather sheath, 
7" blade, 12" overall . . . ... . .. .. $10.95 

6. USMC Stainless Steel Pocket Knife, $4.95 
7. NEW! Camouflage Duffie Bag, 

regulation size: 21 " x 36" ... .. .. . $8.95 
8. Nylon Parachute Cord, 1 00', . . . . . . $2.95 

9. G.1.0.D. "T" Shirts, Sizes: S, M, L, XL, 
6 of same size for . . . . . ....... . . $12.00 

10. Genuine G.1.0.D. ''T" Shirts 
w/Original U.S. Marine Corps Emblem 
or U.S. Army Emblem - (please specify} . 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL . . . . . . ... . .... .. $4.95 

11. G.I. Plastic Canteen, O.D .... . ..... $1 .95 
12. G.I. Current issue Nylon 

Canteen Cover . . . . . . . . . .. $2.95 
13. M-1 Carbine Mag. Pouch w/ 2-15 

rd. mags ..... ...... . . . .... .. . ... $3.00 
14. Genuine G.I. M-1949 Mountain Sleeping 

Bag, the finest avai lable at any price. 
50% feather filled/50% down, mummy 
style, over 6-1 / 2' long . . . .. . .. .. $49.95 

15. G.I. Jungle 1st Aid Kit, all 
emergency items in 0 .D. case that fi ts 
on pistol belt. . . . . . . . . . ... . $3.95 

16. G.I. Flashlight w/extra bulb & lens 
filter, 0.D...... .. .... . .. $4.95 

17. Genuine U.S. Army Short Sleeve 
Chino Shirt w/epaulets. Khaki Color. 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL. . . . . . . . Only $6.95 

18. G.1.0.D. Nylon Poncho,66" x 80" $12.95 
19. G.I. Pineapple Grenade w/detachable 

lever & pin (Inert} . . . . . . . . . . . ..... $6.95 
20 . .45 Auto Clip Pouch w/ 2 G.I. .45 

auto mags. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. $8.95 
21. MP Nightstick w/leather thong .. .. $3.95 
22. U.S. Coast Guard Issue Survival 

Pocket Knife .. ... . . ........ ... . . $9.95 
23. MP Peerless Handcuffs .... .... .. $14.95 
24. Leather MP cuff case ... $5.95 
25. G.I. D3-A Glove Shells, Black 

leather, pair . . . . . . . . . . . .. $7.95 
26. G.I. wool glove liners, O.D ., pair .. $2.95 
27. Genuine U.S. Army Blankets, 100% 

wool O.D. in color, Size 66" x 84" $12.95 
28. Vietnam Jungle Hat, O.D .. or Garno. 

Sizes: S, M, L, XL . . .. . $4.95 
29. G.I. M-65 Field Jackets, complete w/ 

hood. Newest issue. Sizes: S, M. L, XL 
Olive Drab .. . . . \ ?aicl .... $34.95 
Desert Tan . . ?<?~ ......... $37.95 

30. G.I. M-65 Field Jacket Liners, 
Sizes: S, M, L, XL . . ........ .... . $14.95 

Do not confuse these genuine items with 
cheap, inferior imports offered elsewhere. 
All items - Brand New (ADD 75¢ shipping 
per each item ordered) 

"THE BLACK BOOK OF 
DIRTY TRICKS" 

" Improvised Munit ions Handbook" , is the 
most sought-after, here-to-fore impossible 
to obtain Army manual. Includes revealing 
chcipters on : Improvised Explosives and Pro­
peliants; Mines & Grenades; Small Arms 
Weapons & Ammo; Mortars & Rockets; In­
cendiary Devices, Fuses, Ignition & Delay 
Mechanisms. Plus how to manufacture 
Rocket Launchers, Pistols, Shotguns, and 
Re co iless Rifle s from easy to obtain 
materials and much, much more! Limited 
Number Available! 

ORDER NOW! - $10.00 postpaid 

BRAND NEW M-1 CARBINE ACCESSORIES 
5-Shot Magazine ... . . . ... . . . . . ... . . . $1.50 
15-Shot Magazine .. . . . . . . .. . . ... . . . . $1.75 
30-Shot Magazine .. .. . . ...... .. . . . . . $3.00 
60-Rd. Jungle Clip -

(Clips 2 30-rd. mags. together} . .. $2.95 
Sling & Oiler . . . ........ . . . . $1.95 
Mag Pouch - holds 2 15-rd. mags ... . . $1.50 
Mag Pouch - holds 2 30-rd. mags . .. . . $4.95 
Flash Hider . ...... . ...... . . ... . . .. . . . $9.95 
Muzzle Brake . .. .. . .. . .. . .. . ... .. . ... $9.95 
Lo-Profile Handguard .... . ........... $2.95 
Ventilated Steel Handguard . ... . .... . $3.95 
Piston Nut Wrench - (Double-ended} .. $2.95 
Scope Base, no drilling or tapping .... $9.95 
Carbines, Cal. 30 Technical Manual . .. $5.95 

(Please add 50¢ per item for shipping.} 

8 SHOT TEAR GAS REVOLVER 
With crime on the rise , this is a must for 

everyone! Fires 8 - .22 cal. tear gas 
cartridges or blanks in seconds. Heavy-duty 
metal construction with one-step ejection. 
Checkered grips. • 
BLUE - Reg. Price $11.95 ~- ". 

Now Only - $6.95 
CHROME - Reg. Price $12.95 

Now Only - $7.95 • 
Hip Holster ............. $1 .50 
Tear Gas Cartridges-(10 per pack} .. . $1.50 
Extra-Loud Blanks-(100 per pack} ... $2.50 

(Add $1 .00 per order for shipping.} 
U.S. ORIGINAL G.I. .45 

AUTO HOLSTER 
This is the standard G.I. holster used in 

both World Wars. Fits .45 auto and other 
large frame autos. Black lealher. $1 1.95 plus 
$1 .00 shipp ing. 
ORIGINAL G.I. M.7. 
SHOULDER HOLSTER Black leather, 
fits 45 Auto. and other 'large frame Autos 

~W.w.1 tZNucKLE.KN~~·95 
Exact reproduc tion. brass handle 6" blade. 
Tru ly a collector's item. Check local laws 
before ordering . $14.95 plus $1.50 shipping. 

~ "PARALYZER" 
TEAR GAS WEAPON 

The most powerful cs• Mi litary Tear Gas 
available. You simply point the Paralyzer" at 
the attacker and press the fire button. A 
heavy shotgun spray of tear gas shoots out 
to a range up to 18 feet , complete ly disabling 
the assai I ant for 1 0-1 5 minutes Causes a 
tremendous burning sensation to the eyes, 
nose and throat and skin. "Para lyzer" will 
stop even a 300 lb. man, 

POCKET MODEL - $4.95, POLICE 
MODEL - $6.95 + $1 .00 shipping. 
PLEASE NOTE: We usually ship 95' of our orders within 1 O days. 
Money orders and cert checks shipped first : personal checks held 3-4 
wks . But because of the unlQue service we prov ide and the new law re ­
Quiring us to state specllic delivery limes. which in some cases we 
cannot do ... we can only accept orders with the buyers unders­
tanding of an unspecified delivery date and the buyers waiver ol an ex· 
ac t delivery noti licallon. We wi ll advise you on any backordered Items 
and will refund you Immediately upon your reQuest . Thank You. Add 40c 
per order tor insurance to avoid postal thefts. UI . res. add 5% sales tax. ' ,,,, 

ORDER TODAY! y COPYRIGHT 1977 

American Colonial Armament, Inc. 
Dept. S1 , P.O. Box F 
Chicago Ridge, Ill. 60415 

- Phone (312) 598-4466 

FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE 

Please charge to my BankAmericard No. O 
Master Charge No.0 ________ _ 

Exp. Date 

Signature 
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AUTO 
BY CHUCK TAYLOR 

Concept and Employment 
of Submachine guns 

With the advent of the assault rifle by 
the Germans in 1943 , most military 
entities felt that the conventional battle 
rifle , a la Garand, and the submachine 
gun were doomed to extinction . In fact, 
many publications extolled this theory in 
print for many years after the close of 
World War Two. Indeed, the assault 
rifle did fulfill what was then thought to 
have been the traditional roles of both the 
battle rifle and SMG, but , as time passed, 
and guerrilla wa1fare quite plainly 
became the most obvious means of 
Communist world domination, many 
began to realize that the SMG was far 
from obsolete. In fact , its concept Jent 
itself quite well to "brushfire wars" 
where semi-skilled or non-skilled person­
nel were involved, and where the eco­
nomic climate of the area in which the 
conflict was being fought was such that 
more sophisticated weapons-systems 
were not feasible. 

The SMG , both of past and present 
designs , still accomplishes exactly what 
it is intended to do, and always will. It 
fulfills a role that even the assault rifle 
cannot . . . a cheaply manufactured. 
s imply designed, simply used , close­
range offensive/ defensive weapon. In 
addition, the SMG is handier to use than 
a battle-rifle or assault-rifle, lighter, and 
uses cheaper, more easily controlled 
ammunition. 

In the offensive role, the SMG is king 
for specialized missions like prisoner 
snatches, commando raids , airborne/ 
clandestine operations, and night fight­
ing, because of its compactness, light 
weight, and lower power. Since most 
night encounters between armed forces 

Modern SMGs, such as this Ingram 
M-10, are light, compact, easy to 
manufacture, yet extremely effective, 

take place at very close ranges due to the 
visibility factor , the limited range of the 
SMG is not of primary importance . It is 
amply powerful to accomplish its mission 
in spite of the fact that it utilizes a pistol 
ca1iridge. 

An additional bonus is the element of 
shock and surprise to the enemy. A 
tremendous amount of confusion , fury, 
and hell is created by sudden, close­
range, effective automatic fire being 
received at night from an unseen and 
previously undetected enemy! Troops 
cower behind cover, reluctant to engage 
such an enemy because they can't see 
him , can't tell how many of him there are, 
and are afraid of being separated from 
their own comrades in the confusion and 
darkness . 

For combat in wooded areas or jungle, 
again the SMG is superior. The ammuni­
tion it fires provides adequate penetra­
tion through brush and still retains 
enough power to incapacitate an enemy 
with a solid hit at the ranges common in 
such terrain. 

More.over, the SMG is unsurpassed for 
employment in house-to-house fighting 
where the ranges are measured in feet 
and the time frames between life and 
death are measured in milliseconds! 
Having searched many a house for 
VC/ NV A in Indochina, I can vouch for 
this one personally! 

Many claim that a short-barrelled shot­
gun is the answer to the problem , but I do 
not feel this is so , simply because of the 
factor of versatility that must be con­
sidered. While it is true that a semi- or 
non-skilled individual can initially employ 
a shotgun more effectively than a SMG, 

(continued on page 82) 

Concept of the modern SMG was pio­
neered by the German MP-40 and U.S. 
M-3 "Greasegun," shown above. 
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MORE ON LINEBACKER II •.. 

Dear Mr. Drenkowski: 
While reading the November issue of 

SOF and enjoying your revealing account 
of Linebacker II, I was greatly amused by 
the picture of Eldridge "imitating his 
masters while on R & R. " Needless to 
say, the picture elicited much comment 
from the men of the squadron. 

If possible I would like to obtain a 
copy of the photograph for display in 
the squadron. We still feel that Eldridge 
is our mascot and his fame is always a 
topic of conversation among members of 
the "Panther Pack." 

The 13th continues to support the 
fighter force by trainin.g F-4 aircrews for 
units throughout the world. 

Thanks to a fellow member of the 
" Panther Pack." 

Sincerely, 
13th Squadron Member 

Gentlemen: 
Dana Drenkowski's article describing 

SAC's participation in Linebacker 2 is 
superb and should be required reading 
for every SAC operations officer above 
the grade of major . I know: I was there in 
one of the 17 BUFs downed. 

The enormous gulf of respect between 
the crewdogs (as we were perceived by 
the staff) and the staff weenies (as they 
were referred to by the crews) is almost 
captured in his story. To add to the 
examples of the senior officers' ineptness 
would seem redundant, but for me, 
seeing the most respected field gra?e 
officers get continually passed over while 
theii: "YES-MEN" peers received the 
promotions and cushy jobs .made me. si.ck, 
and was the major factor m my qutttmg 
the Air Force .... 

Jim Farmer 
Straw 02 Bravo 
Bellevue , WA 

p .$. if the crew of Paula on Dec. 21, 1972 
should read this: thanks, guys, I and my 
crew owe you one .... 

Drenkowski replies: 
• 'Crewdogs · · was not a humorous 

term. It reflected the dislike and low 
respect that SAC staff in U· Tapao a.nd 
Guam had for the aircrews who carried 
out staff orders at the risk of their lives. 

r 
Dear Mr. Drenkowski: 

I am writing to you relative to your 
article in the September '77 SOF on the 
Linebacker air campaigns . I am particu ­
larly interested in your comments on the 
North Vietnamese Air Force and its star 
performer, Colonel Tomb. For several 
years I have been researching Tomb and 
other pilots claiming to be aces. Thus 
far, most of the information I have has 
come from North Vietnamese sources 
and hence is suspect. Tomb's career 
continues to be a puzzle to me. Your 
article is the third American source de­
tailing Tomb's exploits. I have yet to 
find any mention of him in North Viet­
namese sources. Since he apparently 
flew combat since 1966, I find this ab­
sence doubly puzzling. The North Viet­
namese were never reticent about 
publicizing their so-called aces, yet no 
mention of Tomb. Contradictions exist in 
the American accounts to complicate the 
matter. An article on Randy Cunningham 
in the AAHS JOURNAL by a member of 
Cunningham's squadron states Tomb i~ 

actually Toon. Your article states Tomb 
(or Toon) survived. The other articles say 
he died and so on. Could I ask the ·source 
of your information on Tomb? ' I don' t 
wish to violate any security regulations, 
but I am very interested in finding out the 
true details concerning To:Ub , Van Bay, 
Tran Hanh, and the other DRV aces. 

Thank you. 
Yours truly, 
Michael O'Connor 

Dren.kowski replies: 
I realized when I wrote the article that 

th ere were two versions of the man's 
name by American sources. I chose to 
use ·'Tomb. '' since it was the name I 
remember appearing most often in mili­
tary documents and reports. Lou Drend/'s 
And Kill Migs relates the Cunningham 
sto1y. with Cunningham himself as nar­
rator. I am not violating security by 
telling you I heard most of the stories 
piecemeal in intelligence briefings and 
in fighter tactics classes (in which Cun­
ningham's engagement and Tomb 's 
exploits were discw;sed in detail). I 
received additional information from the 
same type of sources during the 3Yi 
years fo llowing the war. including ac­
counts of his visits to Communist and 
Third World countries prior to the 1972 
operations. 
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tittle items tf\Jl are sure to be fascinating as we ll as educa t ion al. 
137 PAG ES - 15 4 ILLUSTR ATIONS. S825 

HOMEMAOE GUNS AND SI LENCERS 
T rie wo11a nas never seen sucn a percept ive Doak . You wou oe 
IJsclna t ed wltn 1ne Ingen uit y In wnicn tnue weapons are pui 
1oge111e r. Tile re Is no o tncr Puolic•tlon lll<e 11 on tne m arl<et 
tocav. Tnese 9un'i can oe auemo1ec uom narcware uore ma. 

i:•ha1·~~~~~ 1 'i,~.~1u'.2~0 r_"~4;."~~r1~E:~ni ~g'~E~~k~~ 
SILENCERS a1e deic11tled ln every step ol con1truction. 
35 PAGE S - 107 ILLUSTRATI ONS. S3.50 

ROCKET LAUNCHERS AND GRENAOE THROWERS 
A tira01c new, ve ry well orgbnizec guide 10 operatio n covers 
eve1ytnlng y ou need to l<now and h usy 10 1eac. Tfle '"" 
0001< tnat put! It all toge t he1 In one comp lete oac1<•ge. Trie 

~~~,~~~ ... e~;~~~~~~i;;'.,1~1 . ~~~.e~•~n~~v'l"~kns:t~~~1t~"~'ua~~ 
DEStGNS, ii f\C SMOOTH BORE PROJECTILES ~re all nere. 
42 PAGES- 24 ILLUS TR A TION S . . SJ.00 

~~~~3~ 
~ ·-~:~~:d-

CONCEALEO WEAPONS 
Ingen ious examoies and somewnat unortnodo >< aeslgns ma1<e 
these two oool<s use ful gulces •o r \f\e flame l!Kperlment er .1nc 

1r:r~~~r·\1~~.t,'"f t~2~?,!~~~~!.~f~f~o~/w~vdr~~~+~~;'~~~: 
BlL T -BUC KL E Fl REAn r.1s anc o tn er assort ea weaoons dlS· 
i~~e~EN -~~"';E~~~: e~~LL -POINT PENS. FLASHLIGHTS. 

PA RT 1 · 72 PAG ES - 98 ILLUST RATION S ..... $4.50 
PART 2 · 80 PAGES - 145 I LLU STR ATIONS . , ... S5.00 

.~ U 'f '-' -
FLAME THROWERS 
A su bJecc 1111ouaed wltn mystloue . Information ana 1eerinocal 

;~;{i.~i~~~k~r~~;~dfilE8i;~~~Ja~~ni'~~~~guJ~~11~e~a~
1

~ 
!lot p iece ot Investigative wOt l< , TMerf! IS muc/1 10 oe le arned 
and we feel !l>ls Is one o f ou r r1neu, m o st df!vasu t 1f\g oooks. 
81 PAG ES - 75 ILLUSTRATIONS . . . SS.50 

~ ............ e · .~:{( :i~ 
TECHNIC AL SILENCER REPORT f--•·---1 
1nrormatlve, tec11nica1 aau .:ind drawings on !/1e oper• llng 
ptlnclo!es ol riandgu" and rol1e s ilencen, Mocern, complete, 
detallec conuructlon olans lor tne am ateu1 and gunsml !fl 
a lll<e. Tfleory and slmolillea drawings provide• convenient 
oasis for relerence. A o•eclsely documen !ed •cco1m1, tllor. 
o ugnty rev iew!ngalllundamential sklllSiana 1<.nowleOge. 
DESCR IPTI V E M ETHODS AN D TE CH N IQU ES .... $2.00 

SILENCER CONSTRUCTION 
GUIDE - PART I 
A b•anc new, riCMly illustrated gu fceOOOI< 
101 trie 'W!rlous minced gun .,n111usiu! or nob­
oy i'it. 11 fl•s every 1nlng you need; operati ng 
tMeory. aetailec cr•wings. and construction p1ocedures, tor 
1wen1v ol !Me most popular snencer designs. Don't De fooled 
oy lool<-.Jt!l<f!S . Triese are t/1e orl9ln•n . ComonMensive In 
eve1yasp.,c1.Como1nesnewandoldtecnnioun. 

80 PA GES- 108 ILLUST RATIONS. . .. . $5.00 

SIL ENCER CO NSTRUCTION GUIOE - PART JI 
A coni;nuing stucy Into tflf! lascln•ttng wo11a o l silenced 
firearms. N ine teen more designs.,. exolalned In tri ls ex'lt· 
Ing Dacl< ~P put>llcation. Contains some or trie newest \Uen. 
cen evf!1 made: tnorougri anc up to date essential lnforma· 
tlon. Tllls could tie tne one revealtng Dool< 1na1 un m•l<e you 
an expert on sllenced weapons . 
77 PAG ES - 10 2 I LLU STRATI ONS. . . $5 .00 

IMPROVISED SILENCERS 
An el!ect lve sllence•, 101 a rllle or riandgun. can De put to · 
getl1er In an nour 01 so lrom P.trl'i found al t ne 11ardwa•e 

~~~~s.00JJ.fi-€ C~,,f'a5·a }Tl~ LH~~8i"6o't1sR ;no~i:~e ~~~; 
aoout all you neec !or a v.1rle1y o t app!Jcatlons and designs. 
Ideal lor 1neriomee xper lmen 1er. 
A CO NC ISE SUMMAR Y . . SJ .00 

ELECTRIC WEAPONS 
TMe alur nallve to 1< lnrng . Seti cefense we•Pon !iystem!i 

~~1:n~:,~ ~~~°c;lJN°s1~c~;sr~i:e tP~~~1~~~~a~~n6~~rc"f~~~~ 
FENCE CHARGING af\C TOUCH WEAPONS provide' non· 
!e1na1 ;approacn to protecll"g your Il le anc property. Neve• 
De lore puDllsned study puts toge1ner all or trie 1111111 1<nown 
materlalsaviallable. 
64 PAGE S - 72 ILLUST RAT IONS . . ... $5.00 

· .! '~.·.··. ~· ... .. . ' . 
:1Z~t 

It" ..... 

' "'" . 
POLICE WEAPONS '-, " ,, " .:: , 
Our Tiiie doe!i no! f\ecessarlly relle't t fle on ly Ult> 10• tllese 

~:l~~~vs.! . V~iy a:~u~~·~~,11,,: ~~~~!1~~~dl~nn~er:,i:;o~~~~~Y1~'.r 
: : 6~: . lnc~'Qa~nJIA"'~-1-r •ll~ A't;{.;'e FalnRcEco~~~pQ~'~teryC t~J~I~~ 
~~~~'i~s~~~KREST ~~CNS .a M~~~~NEP'6~1:~~~ M~l-n~ 
CANNON v1ou1a oring you ~ome tnli,,estln9 rucln9 , 
82 PAGES - 86 I LLU STRA TI ON S , ... SS.SO 

AVA i LA B L E EXCL US IV EL Y FROM 

CASHIER PUBLICA TIONS 
INDUSTR IAL 791 DEPT. SF 

HILLSIDE, NEW JERSEY 07205 U.S.A. 
(201) 686-18 18 
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MARINES AND CAR-lSs ... 
SOF: 

In your January '78 issue, "Full Auto" 
states "(the CAR-15) is no longer in 
service on a T.O . & E. basis in the U.S. 
military." WRONG! In the U.S. Marine 
Corps Force Reconnaissance Company, 
there are 10 CAR-lSs in the T.0 . & E. 
Other than that, the article was great and 
the magazine as a whole was better than 
ever . 

SSgt James H. Gregory 
Camp Lejeune, N.C. 

SOG VETERAN SPEAKS ... 
SOF prints the below letter. sent to D. 
Clay man. Adjudication Officer of the 
regional office, VA . Cleveland, Ohio: 
Dear Mr. Clayman: 

Enclosed you will find , I hope, all the 
information necessary to proceed with my 
claim for disability . 

In your letter of January 14, 1977, you 
requested that I furnish you with the 
names of doctors and others who are or 
were aware of my disability. I am sorry 
that at the tiine I was on the operating 
table I did not ask the doctor's names who 
were taking care of me; but as you can 
see , I do have my orders. Please do not 
penalize me because some non-combat 
clerk lost my medical files. Also enclosed 
are the citations which indicate that I 
have been wounded and a doctor ' s state­
ment which describes my current phys­
ical condition. 

I spent a little under two (2) years in 
South Vietnam serving with a special unit 
called C&C S.0.G. as a Team Leader. 
The operations we performed were highly 
classified and dangerous. In this time 
period I was awarded four (4) Bronze 
Stars with V Devices, four (4) Air Medals 
with V Devices , two (2) Army Accommo­
dation Medals with V Devices plus an­
other Bronze Star with V Device and Air 
Medal pending orders. I also have 
numerous other citations and letters of 
recommendation , not to mention many 
Vietnamese awards. 

In case you are wondering why I have 
waited so long to file a claim for my 
benefits , the reasons are as fo llows: 

1. I did not agree with our pulling 
out of South Vietnam after losing 
many, many American lives and 
giving the country back to the 
North Vietnamese. 

2. I wholeheartedly disagree with 
the blanket amnesty which Presi­
dent Carter said he was going to 
grant and has now granted to all 
draft evaders. I feel this is totally 
unfair to all the men who served 
and were wounded or died in 
South Vie tnam. 

3. Previously I fe lt that the wounds I 
sustained , my illnesses (malaria) 
and the discomfort and scars that 
I still live with were a part of my 
duty to my country; and I would 

have felt guilty accepting morie~ 

tary compensation. However, I 
now realize that my country is not 
standing behind the men who 
fought and many t imes sacrificed 
their lives in its honor. 

I feel that I have done my part for my 
country , and at one time I did not feel that 
my country owed me anything. Now, I am 
taking a different view, and I do feel that 
my co'untry owes me , and I expect to get 
what is due me. 

I am awaiting your reply. 
Very truly yours, 
James E. Bolen 

SOF SCREWS UP ... 
Dear Sir: 

I have just received issue 9, Jan . ' 78. 
While this was another great issue, it 
brought to my atte ntion the fact that I 
had not received issue 8 under my 
current subscription. Please send me 
issue 8. 

I know things must get hectic around 
the office with Bob Brown off on covert 
ops. to the local Burger King . I can 
imagine the confu sion when Art Gitlin 
puts out some intruder 's lights in the 
p:irking lot, using his greatest, though 
least concealed weapon , his girth . 
Chuck Taylor test firing heavy machine 
guns in the halls , Donovan blowing an 
unused office off the back of the build-

(continued on page 76) 

CONSTANT COMPANION The World's Finest 

STAINLESS STEEL BELT KNIFE 
UNDETECTABLE Knife for 
PROTECTION, DEFENSE or SURVIVAL. 

ngineering as eve ope a tota y unique, unting 
knife for both men and women. The CONSTANT COMPANION looks works 
and feels just like an ordinary belt and buckle until needed! Then, with a 'flick of 
your fingers, you have the world's finest knife in hand. The buckle knife is 
custom-contoured to fit your waist curve and manufactured from the finest 440 
STAIN LE_SS STEEL available. The CONST ANT COMP AN ION comes complete 
with quality handmade sheath belt in your choice of black or brown leather. 

Save $10 by ordering two (one for you and a loved one} -
both only $50.00! Specify belt size or waist measurement 
and color preference. No CODs! 

"The life it saves may be your own!" 
s29.95 

(2 for $50) liJiTi1 Engineering & Manufacturing Co. 
UUIU P.O. Box 273, Arcadia, CA 91006 (Not available to California residents) 
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T-Shirts $5.95 ea. plus $1 .00 
postage . Add 75rt postage per 
additional shirt. Indicate 
design number ; sizes s, m , I, 
xi , and quantity of each 
design . 

ALLOW SI X WEEKS DELI VERY 

All T-shirts 100% pre­
shrunk cotton. Hand screened 
inks. We use no heat trans­
fers. 

For tactical usage, our 
white shirts may be dyed light 
green , without affecting the 
design. 

726 RICHARDS ST. 
VANCOUVER, B.C., CANADA 
V68 3L2 PHO. 604-681-9385 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 
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17. 
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119. 
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UNIT-T-SHIRTS AND DESIGNS 
"LA LEGION" - FRANCE 
"COMMANDO" - ENGLAND 
"SPECIAL -AIR - SERVICE - ENGLAND" 
"U.S. SPECIAL FORCES" -
" PARA-REGT" - ENGLAND 
"CANADIAN PARA-REGT - (Current or W. W .II) 
"U.S. PARA-WING - (NOVICE, SENIOR , MASTER) 
"SOLDIERS OF FORTUNE" 
"HELICOPTERS" - (HUEY" , COBRA", 
"ARMOUR" - ("M-60'', "LEOPARD") 
"ENTEBBE RAID" 
"U.S.M.C." ("FIRST TO FIGHT" OR " RECON") 
"APOCALYPSE" (S.E.A.) 
" AIRBORNE-RANGER" - U.S.A.: 
" L.R.R.P." - U.S.A. 
"PATHFINDER" -
"S.E.A.L." - U.S. NAVY 
"H.A.L.0." 
"WAFFEN S.S. DEATHS HEAD" 
"FALLSCHIRMJAGER" 
"A BRIDGE TOO FAR" (ARNHEM) 
"SURVIVOR-PARTICIPANT-S.E.A. WAR GAMES" 
"COMBAT SHOOTIST" (HANDGUN-COMBAT) 
"MORS-EX-COELUM" (DEATH FROM THE HEAVENS) 
82ND ABN-DIV 
101ST. ABN-DIV 
18TH ABN-CORP 
U.S. NAVY 
U.S. AIRFORCE 
"FLYING TIGERS" A.V .G. PATCH (COPY OF ORIGINAL 

ON T-SHIRT OR CLOTH "SEW-ON" 
FOR BACK OF FLIGHT JACKET. 

ANY OF ABOVE DESIGNS WITH SURVIVOR-PARTICIPANT 
"S.E.A." WAR GAMES DESIGN ON REVERSE $10.95. 
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Unique combination 
fighting knife with the 
concealablllty of the 
boot knife. Con- ,' ' 
structed from 
V."154CM 
steel, 

hollow ground with 
center spine and 

top cutting edge. 
Overall ltng1h 10", 

ade 5 V. "lanyard loop 
standard. n1CE 1111.00 

$2.00 shipping & llandllng. Send 
$1 .00for1971 catalog. CafHornla 

reslden1S add 6% sales TIX. 

OOPER KNIVES 
Box 1423, Dept . SF177 Burbank, Ca. 91507 

ENOS 
Meta/craft 

~ 
Custom Knives 

ROUTE 1. BOX 66 
WINTER GARDEN . FLORIDA 32787 

Catalog $1 .00 

WANTED 
Registered and amnesty 
automat ic weapons and 
Vietnam-era materials. 

BEST PRICES PAID BY R.J.PERRY & 
ASSOC. INC., PO BOX 151, DEPT S, 
PARK RIDGE, IL 60068.312·696·0930 

14 

Tue. 
Caribou 

Pac.kooo 
used by -the. 
Canadian 
Air Borne 

Army, 
\-funiers, 
Skler~, 

C.lirn btrj, 
6ac.kpacke.rs. 

~rite.~ 

/t,a.ibou 
MonntalR6ePlnf1 

PO. Box 3'9,-5 f" 
ouc.o,cA. ~s~z.7 

FAST DRAW IN KNIFE FIGHTING 
The knife is a very close quarters 

weapon. In tactical terms it can be 
thought of as a shoti sword or as an 
extension of the hands, depending on 
the size of the knife. A large Bowie, 
machete, or kitchen chef's knife is long 
enough to parry an opponent's blade; 
it is also large enough to be difficult to 
conceal. Therefore, the large knife can 
be used for slashes, parries, and 
thrusts like a sword, but like a sword 
it cannot be easily hidden. A short 
knife, on the other hand, cannot parry 
effectively, but it can be palmed until 
the last possible moment, gaining the 
element of surprise. The big knife can 
best be used with sabre fencing tech­
nique, while the small knife can be used 
effectively with a variety of boxing. 
fencing, or improvised moves. 

The small knife is . customarily used 
against an opponent unarmed or armed 
with a small knife or billy . It can be 
hidden behind the wrist until time to 
slash or thrust. It can also be used with 
a variety of foil or sabre fencing tech­
niques, though, as mentioned , its effec­
tiveness for parries and beats is 
minimal . 

One improvised/ boxing technique 
used with the small knife by certain 
New York hoodlums is the following: 
when involved in a fist-fight, close with 
the opponent, draw the knife, pump 
it several times into his body outside 
the view of spectators, drop the knife, 
and finish off with a conspicuous fist 
blow to the chin. The opponent drops 
as if knocked out, and his assailant 
disappears before the crowd realizes 
anyone has been stabbed. Needless to 
say , however, the foregoing technique 
is murder pure and simple. 

Knife fights, especially those in­
volving small knives, can favor those 
with a large physique. Unlike fencing 
·where, because of the length of the 
weapon and its facility for parrying, 
a ·1arge man has no advantage, a knife 
fight can involve considerable grap­
pling. In medieval times daggers were 
rarely used except as a last resort when 
one knight had fallen (the fallen knight 
might defend himself with a dagger; 
likewise the victorious knight might 
use his dagger to dispatch his op­
ponent). Similarly, in Japan the only 
knife technique taught to samurai 
was yoroi-doshi or ''grappling in armor'' 
-two" unhorsed warriors wrestled with 
each other until one found an opening 
in his opponent's armor and thrust 

in with his dagger (usually the dagger 
was held like an icepick to give maximum 
force to the thrust) . The stiff movements 
of these warriors in armor were like 
those of two fighting ants, each trying 
to pierce its opponent's exoskeleton 
with its mandibles. 

Obviously the man who can hold his 
opponent down by brute strength has 
an advantage when knives are drawn. 
Likewise a man with a hardy physique 
is likely to be able to absorb more hand­
cuts with subsequent bleeding than 
someone older or with less animal 
strength. It is because of these advan­
tages favoring the large man that most 
duels were conducted with swords or 
pistols , weapons which would not favor 
the young or strong. This also is per­
haps why the law in some States places 
greater penalty on the concealed knife 
than the concealed pistol , since the 
knife is the weapon of the young while 
legislators are at an age where they 
must defend themselves with firearms. 

The first rule for the smaller person 
defending his life with a knife is don't 
let your opponent get you on the ground. 
The second rule is to keep him from 
controlling your knife hand. Mobility 
is the key. The small, quick man has 
the ideal physique for knife fighting 
if he remembers to sting like a bee 
rather than grapple like a bear. The 
Filipino, for example, has a good build 
for knife fighting , and it comes as no 
surprise that the balisong (the Batangas 
butterfly folding knife) and the bolo 
are favored weapons there. My fencing 
coach used to say that in World War II 
he saw their Filipino hand-to-hand 
combat instructor use a machete to 
strike a dummy 45 times without stop­
ping , breaking rhythm, or repeating 
techniques. 

Because knife fights can begin and 
e nd abruptly , the ability to draw the 
knife quickly can mean the difference 
between living and dying. Fast-draw 
techniques are most important to the 
defensive knife fighter: if a man knows 
in advance that a fight is coming, he 
will have the weapon in hand , not in 
sheath or pocket. The ancient samurai 
had a technique specifically devoted 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 



The author, holding his knife in the 
"sabre grip," most practical for the slash 
and thrust, defends against opponent's 
attack. 

~w:' --.. ~~· ·.•,") 

Steele, controlling his opponent's knife 
hand, counters with a thrust to the throat: 
victorious onCE! again over the forces of 
dark and evil. 

locked and drawn with the same move­
ment. Some sheaths must be tied down 
to the leg for a quick draw , especially 
if they are attached to the belt by two 
hooks , military fashion, or with a belt 
loop that is substantially larger than 
the belt . The best methods for the 
machete are to attach the sheath to the 
left side so the left hand can hold the 
sheath as the machete is drawn , or 
to attach it fi rmly handle-up to the 
side of a pack so that it can be drawn 
over the shoulder. 

The most practical knife for the city 
person is the folder. lt can be used like a 
small sheath knife, but it can be carried 
either in a sheath or in a pocket. Since 
switchblades, gravity knives, and bali­
songs are generally illegal, the best 
choices for a folding defense knife are the 
rocker-locked knife and the Barry Wood 
"scissors design" folder. Either one of 
these can be opened quickly with one 
hand with practice. In some States, such 
as California, these knives must be 
carried openly in a belt sheath. Unfortu-
nately, the typical folding knife sheath 
has a snap flap which slows the draw 
considerably; also, only a couple fingers 
can grasp the exposed pa1i of the knife. lt 
is possible to make a fast draw from these 
sheaths , but it requires extensive prac­

to fast draw of the katana (long sword) tice. A better sheath has been designed 
called iai-jutsu. Of course, this tech- recently by Bill Johnson of Venice, 
nique was sometimes used for assas- California. This sheath has an open top so 
sination (drawing on a man before he there is no fl ap to impede the draw; the 
knew what was happening), but mostly knife , usually the Barry Wood model , is 
it was a defensive technique which held in by a friction fit. This sheath can be 
would allow a samurai to draw his constructed to hold the knife upward or 
sword instinctively when kneeling, horizontally . The horizontal position 
sitting, or otherwise caught unawares. makes for a faster draw, but the upright 
The sword for the dismounted warrior version provides more secure retention , 
was usually s lung edge-up through the especially if the friction fit becomes loose 
obi (sash) . From this position it could with time. 
be drawn and used for a downward If the folding knife is carried in the. 
slash all in one motion. A similar tech- pocket for defense, nothing else should 
nique was used by Western swordsmen: be carried in that pocket. Incidentally, 
the sabre was drawn upward from the Donald Hamilton's Matt Helm spy novels 
scabbard into the prime (first) parry mention a number of knife fighting 
position or directly into a flank cut . incidents . Helm favors the rocker-locked 

The man armed with a machete folding knife with four-inch blade, since 
or sheath knife must be able to draw the miJitary style combat knives are 
his weapon instinctively . The knife simply too inconvenient to carry. This is 
should always be carried in the same one more reason to believe that the Matt 
position on the body. The belt attach- Helm books are far more realistic than 
ment should not be so loose that the. the James Bond stories (there is no 
sheath moves about, impeding the s imilarity between the Matt Helm books 
draw. The retaining strap, if there is and the ~1ovies starring Dean Martin). 
one, shou ld be easy to snap off. If t he Most books on knife fighting, with the 
sheath holds the knife by friction fit , notable exception of my own Secrets of 
Scandinavian style, it should not be Modern Knife Fighting (Phoenix Press, 
so tight that the knife cannot be drawn Boulder, Colo.) , are devoted exclusively 
quickly. Metal or plastic military scab- to the use of the sheath kn ife (mine has 
bards (like the Bundeswehr or the more information on fighting with folding 
U.S. M8Al) are much better for fast knives than is published elsewhere) . The 
draw than many leather sheaths: they soldier in combat usually carries a Bowie 
do not lose their shape or put a drag or sti letto with six to eight- inch blade for 
on the blade like leather sheaths. The sentry s ilencing as well as for everyday 
old M-1 Garand bayonet sheath had · utility. Concealability is not necessary or 
the added advantage of having the even desirable . Usually the knife is car­
sheath lock on the bayonet quillon ried on the belt or taped upside down to 
itself. so that the bayonet could be un-

(continued on page 84) 
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U.S. Military Knives 
Brand new' Made for the U.S. Armed Forces 
- not fo reign copies. Satisfaction or your 
money back. 

...__ •• 11111 
Marine Corps Combat Knife:The blade is 
pa rke rized: the handle a nd sheath are 
trea ted with p reservative to prevent fungus. 
rot. e tc. This combat kni fe has a 7" blade so 
s trong that 314" of it can be clamped in a 
vise. a nd a 185 lb. ma n can sit on the ha ndle 
without breaking the tip. Order No. 1-F-112. 
$11.95 each. 

Air Force Survival Knife: 5 .. saw-backed 
blade or tough parkeri zed steel. leather han­
dl e and hamme r bull. Metal-lipped shea th 
with lanyard and s harpening stone. Order 
No. 1-F-1 10. $10.50 each. 

U.S. Army Mache te: Righi out of the facto ry 
w rap. Made by Onta rio for the U.S. Army. 
the pa rkerized blade measures 18". Ma rked 
with ihe manufacturer's name a nd the le tters 
"U.S." 

Order No. 1-F- 105. $6.50 each. 

G.I. Utility 

Pocketknife 

Stainless and with 1000 uses. Ask any boy. 
Order No. 1-F-111 $5.95 each. 

~ 

Coast Gua rd Knife: Current Issue No. 
160.04311/0 . Blunt-l ipped 3-118" blade (j us t 
like the old style Coas t Guard jack-knives). 
can ope ner. s hack le a nd origi nal issue 5· 
la nyard. Order No. 1-F-109. $9.50 each. 

COMMANDO! 

Limited supply from British Military con tract 
overrun. NATO contract number stamped on 
the gua rd. These brand new knives are the 
genuine. original Brit ish Command,;i pa ttern 
designed by the fa mous Captain Fa1rba1rn. 
Comes wi th original metal tipped sheaths. 
Order No. 1-F-1 13. $ 17.95 """h. 

Norwegian 
Laminated Steel 

Finished 4 .. hu nting kn ife blade. suitabl" fu r 
sl icing and skinning . Des igned ror 
fl exi lii lilv-rnzor blade hard center courhecl 
in two ... scifter lr1\1 C? rs of steel. just wait int! for 
vou to desi~ n the rest. Order No. 
S-F-t 13 . .. . .. . ... ..... ... . . .. $3.75 ea . 
Orde r No. 5-F-t 14. 4-t 2" blncle . . . $4 .25 ea. 
Order >i n. 5-F-t t 5. 6" blade . . . . $5.:!5 ea. 

We ship your order same day received. 
Please add $1.00 per order 
for shipping & insurance. 

Atlanta Cutlery Corporation 
Box 839 • Conyers. Ga. 30207 

Order anytime - (404} 922·3700 
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SOLDIER OF FORTUNE MAGAZINE 
, 1s· PROUD TO PRESENT THE: 

SPECIAL FORCES/RANGER-UDT /SEAL/ ' 
HAND-TO-HAND COMBAT/SPECIAL 

WEAPONS/·SPECIAL TACTICS SERIES 
BY MICHAEL D. ECHANIS 

Described by SQLDIER OF FOR­
TUNE MAGAZINE, The Journal of 

· Professional Adventurers, as "the 
modern classic of hand-to-hand 
combat, knifeJlghtlng books." 

"' 

Described by BLACK BELT 
MAGAZINE, the world's leading • 
publication on self-defense, as "the 
most effective system of close­
quarter combat in the modern world." 

VOLUME #1: ~KNIFE FIGHtlNG/KNIFE THROWING 
. ~ . . ~ FORCOMBAT 

"The most lethal form of close-quarter combat ever put in print." 
Over 800 easy-to.;follow, step-by-step, clear and uncluttered photographs. 

Price: Sl2. 95 

VOLUME #2: KNIFE SELF-DEFENSE FOR COMBAT 
"38 of the most effective disarming and joint-breaking tecl.mlques ever written." 

Over'350 easy-to-follow, step-by-step, dear and uncluttered photographs. 
Price: $4. 95 

THE SECRET FIGHTING ART 
tJF THE DEADLIEST MEN IN THE WORLD 

For the fla;st time in U.S. military history, the 
fighting techniques of the toughest men. in 
he world, the U.s'. Army Sp·echtl For· 

ces/Rangers and the U.S. Navy SEALS, is 
available in prfot. The newly published rev· 

JJ vised editions of the· origlnal nine volume 
' set.les, tlie· SPECIAL FORCES/RANGER­
UDT I SEAL/ HAND-TO-HAND . COM­

, BAT/SPECIAL WEAPONS/SPECIAL TAC· 
~ ~ TICS SERIES, brings American soldiers and 

world adventurers the deadliest and most ef­
fective system for close ... quarter battle and 

. survival ever written. De\leloped from the 
SECRET fighting art of HWA RANG DO, the 
1800-year·old fighting system utilized by the 
flet<:_est flgl;t,t\ng warrior~ In Asia, the Korean 

Hwa Rang, analyzed and integrated with 
American .close-quarter _combat teG,hnlques 
and developed and refined Into a unique new 
close-combat system by a handpicked team 
of Special Forces, Ranger, SEAL and Force 
recon hand-to-hand combat, spe~lal 

weapons, special tactics experts, headed and 
directed by Mr. Echanis. The new SPECIAL 
FORCES/ RANGER-UDT I SEAL/ HAND· TO­
H AND COMBAT/SPECIAL WEAPONS/ 
SPECIAL TACTICS SERIES, (S.W.A.T.), ls 
the most detailed and highly developed 
system 'of close-quarter combatatives in the 
history of modern warfare. This unique new 
system of close-combat marks a milestone in 
martial arts and military developm,ents and 

· · · publications. . 
~~---·---,-..--;-........se_,.:....~-------------....-.-----~-~...-,.--

LIMITED SUPPLY - ORDER YOURS TODA YI 
PLEASE SEND ME COPIES (AT $12. 95 EACH PLUS $1 P & H) OF VOLUME #1 
PLEASE SEND ME COPIES (AT $4.95 EACH PLUS $1 P & H) OF VOLUME #2 

ENCLOSEDF.IND'MYCHECK/M.O. FOR$ . 

;# 

NAME(PRINT)~~~~~~~~-,.....,...~~~.....,,.,-~~~~--.,.~~~~~~~-,.-~~-,-
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I 
ISSUE NUMBER ONE $3 .00 
A Plus For The CIA/Requiem For Three 
Nations / Aftermath Of A Sellout / CIA Assas­
sination of Tru1 illo/ The Aborted Flight 01 The 
Wild Geese/American Mercenaries 10 Africa / 
The Auto Mag Mini-Sniper System/The 
Amazing New Israeli Gatil Assault Rifle/ Spring­
field Armory MIA And ART /The ASS ·s Super­
Secret Spy Lab / Free Lance ParaMedics Jump 
Into Peruvian Andes / Underwater Knife 
Fighting/Flying F·4 Phantoms For U.S. And 
srael / Urban Street Survival 

Paramedic · 
Operations 
in Guatemala 
Silent Killers 

ISSUE NUMBER SIX $3 .00 
SOF Interviews Ma1or NichLamprecht. 
Rhodesian Army Recruiting Officer / SOF 
Recon · Action In Southern Africa /160 Hours 
Beneath The M1Ssis51ppi / Paramedics In 
Guatemala/Big Bore Blasters /Oeton ics .45 
AutoTest & Evaluation/NRA Survival 
School/International Pistol Shooting Con­
lerence Combat Sectionals / Black Water . 
Bombs And Bodies / Blades For Concealment/ 
Pack Facts/LOWE Alpine & Expedit ion Packs -
Test & Evalual ion/ NYPD Under Cover / SOF ln-
1erv1ews Sir Robert Thompson/ Adventure 
Quartermaster I Urban Street Survival 

D #1 
$3.00 D 

ISSUE NUMBER TWO 
Another Look Al The CIA/Onset Of The Dark 
Ages / Bayo-Pawley Affair /War In Angola / 
Mythologies Of The Terrorist War / Rhodesian 
Update/Special Forces Desert Training/ 
Reunion of Protessionals/Recon Team Ten· 
nessee/ Thailand -The Next Domino? / World 
Combat Pistol Match/The Second Change 
Police Combat Shool / $10 .000 Purse? / Para­
Med1cs Jump Into Honduras/ Urban Street 
Survival 

ISSUE NUMBER THREE $3 .00 
Operation Diablo / Angola Flashback s/SOF In· 
1erv1ews A Nam Vet-FNLA Mere / Mad Dog 
Callan· A Mere Runs Amuck / Angota Now ... 
Where Next? / Rhodesia Is Ready / Arrest In 
Zaire / The Murderous Skies of Mozambique/ 
The Vietnam Disaster/Spy Watch/The 
Challenge 01 Deep Sea Diving / The Bush· 
master/S .W.A T. Remote Conlrol Explosives 
Technique/Silhouette Pistol Matches/The 
Welrod Story / The Demise 01 The S&W M-76/ 
The -Jackass Shoulder System/ Urban Street 
Survival 

'I ... , j 
ISSUE NUMBER EIGHT $3 .00 
Carter 's Korean Sellout? I Nightwalch / Let's 
Print The Truth About Rhodesia/Israeli Defense 
Force . Ready & Wa111ng / The Kill : A Firefight 
In Rhodesia/South African Army Prepares For 
War / Objective :Cotonou-French " Dogs 01 
War " Strike Oul/SOF Interviews Mike 
Echanis:One DI The New Breed Of American 
Warriors / Sentry Removal / NRA Shakeup : A 
Victory For Gun Ownership / Reloading For The 
MIA/ The Best Combat Shooters In The U.S./ 
Linebacker II-Part II / Adventure Quartermaster 

ISSUE NUMBER FOUR 
Freebooters Must Die / George Bacon lll :A 20th 
Century Crusaoer / SOF Interviews General G.P. 
Walls:C&C Of The Rhodesian Army / An Amer­
ican Mere In Israel / Bell Helicopters Iranian 
Ripoff/Arrest tn Zaire - Part II/Guerrilla War­
fare in German East Africa. 1914-tB/The 
Deadly American / Snakebile1/ The Future Of 
Gun Ownership In The U.S./Second Chance 
Handgun Shoot Number II / International Com­
bat Pistol Conlerence / Basic Combat Training / 
Urban Streel Survival 

,,., 

~ 
~$ 

- ~@~~ 
J'A~~~ 

,_+'~;~ 
ISSUE NUMBER NINE $3.00 
Africa Is Burning / And They Were The Pros? : 
A Professional Soldier Evaluates CIA/ Cuban 
Exile Operations / Free-Lancing in Cambodia: 
Low Pay High Risk / Silent Death in Viet­
nam / The New Sidewinder :Tomorrow ·s SMG 
Today /Grea t Expectations - The AR-10 / Black ­
jacks And Billies /Sentry Removal / Home Drying 
Journey Food 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BACK ISSUE 

ISSUE NUMBER FIVE $3.00 
Ralph Thorsen - Modern Day Bounty Hunter / 
Murder In Luanda/ SOF Interviews Sir Robert 
Thompson/Terror In Beruit-An Inside Look Al 
The PLO / War In Rhodesia/The Great Pol Plot/ 
Meres Of The American Revolution/Snake 
Bile' - Part II / American tBO-Test And 
Evaluation/Star PO 45 Automatic · Test And 
Evaluation/ MAC Stinger / Spinning Death- Test 
And Evaluation / An Intrusion Oe1ect10n 
System/ Urban Street Survival 

SOF BINDER $5.95 
Preserve your Issues of SOLDIER OF FORTUNE in 
this specia lly designed. attractive black with white 
logo, six issue binder 

#2 
$3 .00 D #3 

$3 .00 D #4 
$3.00 D #5 

$3.00 D #6 
$3.00 D #7 

$3.00 D #8 
$3 .00 D #9 

$3.00 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE BINDERS 
PLEASE SENO ME (NUMBER) SOF BINDER(S) AT $5.95 EACH 

SIX ISSUE SUBSCRIPTION TO SOLDIER OF FORTUNE-$10.00 
YES! I WOULD LIKE A SIX ISSUE SUBSCRIPTION TO SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 

PLEASE CHECK NEW RENEWAL .-----------------------. 
NAME (PRINT) ________________ _ PLEASE AFFIX 

OLD ADDRESS LABEL 
HERE IF RENEWING 

OR CHANGE OF 
ADDRESS 

ADDRESS _________________ _ 
CITY _________________ _ 

:._ 

STATE, _______________ ZIP __ _ 

_ ___ MY PAYMENT IS ENCLOSED. AMOUNT $. _____ ~:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::--'-....:..=~...;....;.=.::;..;:;. _____ __, 
PLEASE NOTE: 

THIS OFFER EXPIRES 
MARCH 1st, 1978 

SOL DIER OF FORTUNE 

(PAYMENT WITH ORDERS REQUIRED FOR BINDERS, BACK ISSUES) 
_ _ __ PLEASE BILL ME (APPLIES ONLY TO NEW SUBSCRIPTION ORDERS WITHIN THE U.S.) 

PLEASE ALLOW UP TO SIXTY DAYS FOR FIRST COPY OF YOUR SUBSCRIPTION 
SOF-3/2 
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RUGGED ORIGINAL 

FALLSCHIRMSPRINGERSTEIFEL 
GERMAN PARATROOPER BOOTS 
Now available for custom orders. 
Prized jump boots for all Airborne per­
sonnel. Rugged beyond compare. 
Smooth black leather with a· patented 
lacing system. Lined with .supple calf­
skin and padded for protection . Closed 
tongue. Waterproofed. Double-stitched. 
Non-s lip rubber heel and half-sole over 
leather base. European sizes 39-4 7 
(US 6-12) Narrow, regular & wide. 
Shortages require 10 weeks deliv -
ery. MC, BAC accepted. Phone 
404-943-9336 today! U.S.A. & A .P.O. 
Addresses only. Or send payment to: 

BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS LTD. 

P.O. BOX 108- l POWDER SPRINGS, GA., 30073 

INTRODUCTORY OFFER .. $88.95 PPD 

FOR SALE 

I. WAFFEN SS PULLOVER .. .... . . .. . . ... .. 5150.00 
2. WAFFEN SS OVER-PANT . ................. 5 75.00 
3. W AFFEN SS HELMET COVER ...... . .•. . . . 5 40.00 
4. W AFFEN SS PULLOVER SET, 

(#1, #2, #3) ...... .. ........ . ........ ... . .. 5250.00 
5. WAFFEN SS FOUR POCKET 

HBT TUNIC .. . ........................... 5150.00 
6. WAFFEN SS HBT PANT . . . . . . . . . . 5 75.00 
7. WAFFENSSHBTSET 

(#5 & #6) ...................... .. .... ..... 5200.00 
8. W AFFEN SS PANZER WRAP-

AROUND JACKET 5150.00 
9. W AFFEN SS PANZER PANT .. .. .. .. .. . .. . 5 75.00 

10. W AFFEN SS PANZER SET 
(#8 & #9) ........................... .. .... 5200.00 

11. W AFFEN SS M-43 CAP 
(ANY PATIERN) .......... ............... S 40.00 

All Items arc reproduced In exact detaJI and are authentic In 
design. • Any piece of thcsC replica SS camouflage will be 
a flne addition to J OUr collection at a fraction of the cost of 
original Items • A sample of material, ) 'Our choice of pat­
tern, and the history of Waffen SS camouflage ls available at 
a cost of $3.00 • The price of ilcms with a full description 
and the history of Waffen SS camouflage is available for 
51.00. · 

When using your Master Charge or Visa/ Bank Amcricard 
for ordering call us toll free al 1-800-851-4557. All orders re­
ceived with checks are held four weeks before merchandise 
Is shipped. Illinois residents add 5% state sales tax. Please 
add SS.00 per order for United States Parcel delivery. Any 
orders not shipped by U.P.S. please add SI0.00 per order for 
postage and Insurance. 
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R.S. SALES 
P.M. MANUFACTURING 

DIVISION 
2229 Vandalia 

Collinsville, Illinois 62234 
U.S.A. 

Bulletin Board 
VIETNAM COOKIE LADY 

Miriam Ann Jackson would like to hear 
from you. This fine lady sent anonymous 
boxes of cookies to thousands of G.I.s 
stationed in Vietnam. She has decided to 
acknowledge her past gifts and would like 
to hear from you guys, now that most of 
her family is gone. Her address is 536 3rd 
Ave., S. Charleston, West Virginia 
25303. Phone (304) 744-3890. 

ATTENTION PILOTS .. . 
Skyways, Inc ., 14011 Ventura Blvd., 

Sherman Oaks, CA 91423 has· ferry con­
tracts for overseas flights . Previous con­
tracts included: OV-10, C-130, F27, C47, 
A 7 and T2. 36 A4s are being delivered to 
has four full-time pilots, one back up. 
A4 trip pays $2000 plus $35 per day; A 7 
trip $1350 plus $30 per day. $50 per day 
extra for flight leader. 
HELP! ... HELP! ... HELP! 

We'd like you, our readers, to help us . 
give you better newsstand coverage. You 
can do this by sending us the answers to 
these questions: 

1. Does your local newsstand dealer 
carry SOF? 

2. If he carries the magazine, does he 
get enough copies? 

3. If he doesn't carry enough, why 
not? How many more does he need for 
fuller coverage? 

4. If he doesn't carry SOF and wants 
to, what's the problem? 

Note: we have to have a completely 
accurate name of your news dealer in 
order to iron out any problems. 

Send your answers to: News Dealer 
Questionnaire, SOLDlER OF FORTUNE, 
P.O. Box 693, Boulder, CO 80306. Thanks 
for your help! 

STAFF NOTES ... 
Thomas Reisinger, author of the edito­

rial on page 22, has joined the SOF 
staff as Executive Coordinator. Reisinger 
was a SF medic with A-331 Loe Ninh , 
September '68 to July '69; participated in 
paramedic ops in Peru , Honduras and 
Guatemala. Welcome aboard , Tom! 

On 24 October 1977, Publisher Brown, 
Advertising Director William Garey and 
Tom Reisinger assisted in the apprehen­
sion of a suspect who allegedly knifed a 
middle-aged woman near the SOF 
offices . It's safer in Salisbury! 

Dana Drenkowski shot in the South 
African Combat Pistol and IPSC World 
Championships in Southern Africa in 
August 1977. He was accompanied by 
SOG-veteran Thomas McGregor. Other 
staff members are scheduled to travel to 
the dark continent in November 1977 and 
February 1978. 

RHODESIA RECRUITER ... 
Captain E.A. Lee has replaced Major 

Nick Lamprecht as Rhodesian Army 
recruiting officer. For information write: 
c/o Box 7720, Causeway, Salisbury, 
Rhodesia. 

BRINGING DOWN AMERICA? 

In January '78 SOF (p. 76), N.E. 
MacDougald declared that Bringing 
Down America was "as dated as love 
beads." However, recent events show 
the contemporary relevance of its story. 

National news services reported that 
on 14 September 1977 Mark Rudd , 
former head of SDA and Weather Under­
ground leader, surfaced in New York 
City. He surrendered to the Manhattan 
District Attorney after seven years as a 
fugitive. Rudd faces state charges in 
New York and Illinois and a Federal 
charge for unlawful flight , following ''the 
days of wrath." Rudd is also implicated 
in Dr. Timothy Leary 's jail break. 

MERC RELEASED .•.. 
On 22 November 1977, John A. Dane was 
released on parole. Dane served in Nam 
and as a mere in various parts of the 
world. He noted in his letter that upon his 
release he " ... will enjoy (his) associa­
tion once again with the truly best men in 
the world. 

IMPEACH YOUNG! 
A member of conservative members of 
Congress have introduced a resolution 
calling for the impeachment of U .N. 
Ambassador Andrew Young. Drop your 
Congressman a line and tell him why you 
support said resolution. We don't need to 
tell you why! 

CRIPPLED EAGLE CLUB ... 
Robin Moore, author of The Green 

Beret and French Connection, has 
established the "Crippled Eagle Club" in 
Salisbury, Rhodesia, for Americans 
serving with the Rhodesian Security 
Forces. He has purchased a large house 
in Salisbury which serves as the club's 
headquarters and as "the unofficial 
U.S. embassy." He presently is writing 
a novel based on the current situation in 
that beleagured country. 

SPECIAL FORCES ASSOC ... 
Special Forces Association has chang­

ed the format of their quarterly publica­
tion , "The Drop, " to that of a 48-page 
magazine. 

Join the SF Association and keep 
current. Write: Special Forces Associa­
tion, Box 35173, Fayetteville , NC 28303, 
for further information. 

SOLDI ER OF FORTUNE 



INTERNATIONAL SERVICES ASSOCIATES, INC. 
LICENSED PROFESSIONAL 

SPECIALIZED RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT 

SPEaAL WEAPONS AND TACTICS !S.W.A.T. RELATED) 

INTERNATIONAL BUSINESS AFFAIRS 

• FCREIGN AFFAIRS SERVICES 
• MULTILINGUAL EXPEDITING SERVICES 
• BUSINESS COORDINATING. PUBLIC RELATIONS ANALYSIS, 

SALES PROMOTION SERVICES 
• INTERNATIONAL INVESTIGATIVE SERVICES 
• COURIER SERVICES 
• INTERNATIONAL TROUBLESHOOTING SERVICES 
• IMMEDIATELY ADAPTIVE TO THE INTRICACIES OF ANY 

ASSIGNMENT 

INSTRUCTION EXCLUSML Y FOR 
LAW ENFORCEMENT AND 

GOVERNMENTAL AGENCIES IN: 

• INITIAL ORGANIZATION AND MAINTENANCE OF S.W.A.T. 
TEAMS (SECURITY FCRCES) 

• TACTICAL PERSONNEL EMPLOYMENT OPERATIONS 
• AUGMENTATIVE UTILIZATION OF SPECIAL WEAPONS 
• SNIPER SUPPRESSION AND CONTROL 

• SUPPRESSION OF URBAN GUERRILLA WARFARE AND 
ORGANIZED TERRORISM 

• SCUBA TACTICS (PERSONNEL CERTIFICATION IS AVAILABLE) 
• SAFE HANDLING OF EXPLOSIVES (IMPROVISED. COMMERCIAL 

AND MILITARY) 
• EXPEDIENT ENTRY AND CONTROL TECHNIQUES WITH 

EXPLOSIVES AND BOOBYTRAPS 

INTERNATIONAL SERVICES ASSOCIATES, INC. 
REGIONAL OFFICE 

POST OFFICE BOX 1143 
PUNTA GORDA, FLORIDA 33950 

TELEPHONE (305) 893-4344 

DOMESTIC FOREIGN 

(APPOINTMENT ONLY) 

WWIMARKI 
TRENCH KNIFE 

Exact reproduction 
of the WWI, Mark I 

Trench Knife! 
"Knuckle Buster" 

grip. Double 
edged 6" 
polished 

blade. 

WARNING: 
Th is knif e is sold a s 

a co ll ec t ors it em 
a nd is no t rec ­

c o m mended 
for c arry ing in 

publ ic. Loc a l 
ordinances 

m ay restrict 
o w n ership o f 

b r ass k n uck l es 
an d / o r 6" kni v es. 

W e advise you 
, ___ ' t o c heck your l ocal 

Length: 11" 
Weight: 20 oz. 

l oca l l aws befor e 
order ing. Only 

$14.95 
Money Back Guarantee · Order Now! 

Phoenix Associates 
Box 693-Dept. S-Boulder, CO B0302 

SOLDIER OF FORTUN E 

THE PROFESSIONAL HAS ARRIVED 
THE RUGGED BINOCULAR THAT IS 

BUil T TO LAST A LIFETIME 
The L.E.S. Professional binocu lar was manu­

factured under the continuing demand for a 
high quality, waterproof binocular made spe­
cifical ly for outdoor use anywhere 

Its rubber (neoprene) coated exterior is a vast 
improvement over the normal sh iny pebble 
grain finish. It absorbs shock and is highly water 
resistant 
resistant. 

For the pro who needs a pair of binoculars for 
heavy use in the field, the Professional is the per­
fect choice. Its army green exterior serves as 
camouflage in the f ield and because it is dull 
rubber coated it does not reflect light or g lare as 
the normal pair of binoculars. 

The optics used are of the f inest made, uti liz­
ing the fine Zeiss type prismatic opt ical system. 
It includes fold down rubber (neoprene) eye­
cups to accommodate easy spott ing at sho rt or 
lo ng distances. 

To fac il itate handling fo r the man on the move, 
it is encased in a lightweig ht, canvas carry ing 
pouch with quick-open fasteners. 

The L.E.S. Professional binocular is a multi­
purpose opt ical system for the man that must 
have it all. Light, compact and waterproof-it 
em ploys all the features a pair of b inoculars 
should hnvP. 

TO ORDER SEND CHECK OR MONEY ORDER FOR $89.95* 
PLEASE ALLOW FOUR WEEKS FOR CHECK TO CLEAR 

SEAGULL INTERNATIONAL ~ 
BOX 806 
MUNDELEIN, ILLINOIS 60060 

' INCLUDES SHIPPING & INSURANCE-QUANTITY PRICES AVAILABLE ON REQUEST 

• BODYGUARD 
&Mercena~ 

• 

• 

Functions Providea 
A Manual on Bodyguard, 

Assassination, and 
Harassment Techniques 

Includes 
Defensive Weapons of _the Bodyguard I The 
Bodyguards Life and Responsibilities I Assas­
sination Methods and Weapons I Guerilla 
Warfare Tactics I Chemical and Explosive 
Formulas for Harassment I Security and tricks 
of the trade used by professional bodyguards. 

Mall $4.95 +.50 (First Class Postage To:) 

WPI Dept. SOF-1 
P.O. Box 5644 Augusta, GA 30906 . 

• 
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D-ANN MARTIAL 
ARTS SUPPLY CO. 

OVER 150 DIFFERENT 
ITEMS 

~:: 

SHOCK RESISTANT PLASTIC 
YAWARA STICK. GUARAN­
TEED NOT TO BREAK. $10.00 
POST.PD. 

PUSH DAGGER WITH '41/2" 
LONG SINGLE EDGE BLADE, 
WOOOEN HANDLE & CARRY­
ING CASE. $20.00 POST. PD. 

ILLUSTRATED CATALOG 
$2.00 

FREE CATALOG WITH ORDER 
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P.O. BOX 41592, DEPT. S 
CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 60641 

THE COMPLETE 

CIA & SPECIAL FORCES 

e IMPROVISED MUNITIONS e 

T hese books were originally developed by the 
FR ANKFORD ARSENAL for the CIA and SPE. 
C IA L FORCES. They are the most detailed and 
comprehensive works ever done on the subjec t of 
improvised weapons. For years they have been the 
most sought after and secre tive books ever published 
by the AMER ICAN M I LITARY. Only after lengthy 
and extensive research have we been able to acquire 
these complete original books and are now mak ing 
them available to you. A nyone who can foresee the 
trou bled times ahead shou ld not tJe without the 
knowledge contained in these books . 

- Improvised Munitions Bl ack Books -

(BB- 1) Vol . I , 147 Pg .. . .$9 .95 
(BB-2) Vol . 2, 141 Pg .. . .. . $9 .95 ------­'" DESERT PUBLICATIONS 
'ti P.O. Box 22005 Phoenix . AZ 85028 

I have enclosed$ _ _ Please Rush me: 
_ copy (s) of BB·l 
_ copy (s) of BB-2 

ADDRE SS __________ _ 

CITY ____ _ STATE _ _ Z IP __ _ 

Tl:l~l~J\INI: & 
SlilJJ\TION - NOo 7 

HY ,JEllllY AllEllN 

Quite some time ago , I wrote an article 
for SOF dealing with the Jackass Shoul­
der Holster System. Then and now the 
Jackass System had one problem. The 
construction and materials were and are 
excellent , the design intelligently con­
ceived. But the problem , at least for 
many people interested in the rig , was 
the price. At last check, retail on the 
premium saddle leather holster was 
$45.00, or almost half a C-note . And, be­
cause of the intricate Jackass holster­
making process, supply oftentimes was 
far exceeded by demand. For that reason, 
Rick Gallagher, president of and designer 
for Jackass (920 Waukegan Rd. , Glen­
view, IL 60025, USA) , designed the SSII 
Model. To start with, the SSII is retailing 
at $29. 95, a more easily affordable and 
quite competitive price. But price aside, 
Gallagher has not cheapened the rig 
where it counts . The SSII utilizes stan­
dard vegetab le-tanned saddle leather, as 
opposed to the $45.00 model which uses 
select-grade leather only. In other words, 
the SSII is cut from the whole hide rather 
than select portions. The new SSII is not 
hand-edged and finished, as is the more 
expensive model. But there, essentially, 
the differences stop. The gluing and 
stitching are exactly the same, as is the 
hand wet-molding on the actual guns 
(Gallagher still has one of the finest 
collections of rusty handguns around). 
The same suede harness is employed , as 
are the plastic Flexalon swivels which 
resist rotting and won't sweat dye onto 
clothing or rust. 

But the new innovations are perhaps 
more important than what has remained 
the same. Jackass hols.ters now feature a 
concealed and recessed thumb snap, re­
inforced with leather for added durabil­
ity. The recessing prohibits the snap from 
scratching the finish of the handgun' 
when it is drawn and the reinforcement 
simply makes the thumb snap faster and 
more positive. But as Gallagher always 
does, even the holster I'm using for one 
of my favorite guns-my Walther PPK/ S 
.380-has now been changed again . The 
current production SSII now features a 
molded-in sight ramp and a glossy finish , 
serving both to protect the leather and 
dress up the holster . 

What Gallagher has done is take an 
excellent design which he constantly 
works to improve , made it better and 
more functional , and then found a way to 
make a version of it which compromises 

' little on quality, nothing on utility, and 

wears a more readily affordable price tag. 
Rather like Rolls Royce turning out a pro­
duction model with a few less frills that 
sold for about 35% less. In these days of 
inflation-especially in the firearms and 
accessory market-it' s a welcome 
surprise . Steve Lentsch, a Jackass distri­
butor (Indiana Arms And Ammo, 750 W. 
Indiana Ave ., South Bend , IN 46613, 
USA), sent me the SSII a couple of 
months back and my PPK/ S has been 
riding along in.it ever since. The Jackass 
System is comfortable , fast , and reli­
able-and now it's that much more 
affordable. 

* * * * * * * 
Not too many issues back, I profiled· the 

Bearcat 101 Scanning Monitor. Excellent 
device that it is, the Electra Company 
(300 S. on E. County Line Road , Cumber­
land, IN 46229, USA), has devised still 
another scanning monitor with 
features that are even more advanced­
the Bearcat 210. The new 210 has the 
appearance of some space age mini­
computer. And , in essence, it is a compu­
ter. Scanning 10 channels covering five 
FM bands , it is controlled by a micro­
computer. It has a search feature which 
allows unknown 01· unpublished freque n­
cies to be detected and monitored . In any . 
sort of survival situation where news is 
restricted or when moving from area to 
area, the search feature would be 
invaluable . 

To use the search feature oir the 
Bearcat 210, the most efficient way is to · 
work through one relatively small number 
of frequencies at a time. This enables the 
user to locate intermittently used fre­
quencies faster. Radio Telephone, 
Marine Band-anything within the 
parameters of the machine can be 
searched , located and locked onto, then 
returned to for future use. Frequency 
ranges for the new 210 are Low Band 
(32-50MHz), Ham Band (146-148MHz), 
High Band (148-174MHz), UHF Band 
(450-470MHz) , UHF "T" Band (470-
512MHz) and Government UHF (416-450 
MHz). 

The 210 features keyboard control and 
programming for easier user manipula­
tion and a digital channel and frequency 
readout display, again like some sort of 
computer. It can be used with 117Vac or 
12Vdc. 

(continued on page 81) 
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There are a great many arguments against giving 
away the Panama Canal, with or without "conditions," 
and with or without also paying out a vast sum of money 
to the regime of the moment in the Republic of Panama. 
Nearly every publication in the country has bad its say, 
one way or the other, on the matter, and the debate has 
really only started. The arguments . against ratification 
of the treaty so publicly signed by President Carter in 
what can only be defined as a very rash anticipation of 
favorable action by the Senate, come under two bead· 
ings, the "make-weight" arguments, and the real sub­
stance of the issue before the Senate, the American 
people, and the judgment of History. 

First, the "make-weight" arguments: 
• Torrijos is a Communist-line dictator with an 

exceedingly bloody-handed and repressive record in 
the matter of human and civil rights, i.e. someone with 
whom it seems very odd that such a great champion of 
human and civil rights as Jimmy Carter would do 
business. Also someone to whom one would not really 
care to entrust de facto control of so important a 
strategic and economic asset. But even if he and his 
regime were the mildest and most amiable of liberal 
democrats (which in the Latin American frame-of­
reference is synonymous with a regime about to have a 
coup laid on it), it would still be folly to turn the canal 
over to them. 

• The homes and jobs of several thousand United 
States citizens who work in the Canal Zone (the ~n­
ians) are simply being thrown away, and this is a major 
injustice. 

• Our present status in the Canal Zone is as a result 
of a valid treaty, duly signed and ratified, and there is 
not much to be said for giving up sovereign U.S. terri­
tory upon the mere threat of possible sabotage. 

The substantive matters are two and very simple: 
• First, th.ere has been enough of appeasement, 

surrender, backing-off, running-away and quitting. We 
betrayed our friends in Southeast Asia to massacre and 
hideous oppression; we are selling out in South Korea 
and Taiwan; we are actively supporting Marxism and 
murder in Rhodesia and South Africa .... There is a bit 
too much of the image of the guilt-seeking, self­
castrated, self-destroying paper tiger about this once 
great, free, and proud country for the taste of any loyal 
American (there still are a few of us left, I hope). 

We have been run and harried quite far enough by 
little yapping dogs such as Torrijos, and now is the time 
to tell them that they can have the Canal any time they 
want it, but they must be prepared to fight and win 
World War ID first. Among other things, this would 
have a very satisfactory effect on the general and inter­
national credibility of our deterrence and status as a 
great power. We may not have the courage to stand up 
to such major powers as North Vietnam or Angola, but 
perhaps in the Republic of Panama, with less than one 
percent of our population and resources, we may at last 
be matched with an adversary whom we can handle. 

Given the performance so far, it should be at least an 
even bet. 

• Finally, and this is the "bottom-line" argument, 
the canal is a "vital" national strategic asset. I am 
using "vital" in the narrow, technical sense of some­
thing for which we are prepared to go to all-out nuclear 
war to defend. All sea commerce between the west 
coasts of South America and Europe, and between the 
U.S. east and west coasts, goes through the canal. Its 
closure would be an economic disaster, and the power 
to threaten that closure should not be in the hands of a 
Marxist police-colonel like Torrijos. The world had to 
put up with quite enough of this sort of thing from 
Colonel Nasser over the Suez Canal. Even now, the 
number of Israeli ships using the Suez Canal is zero. 

Even more important, the ability to shift Naval units 
from the Pacific to the Caribbean, without the very long 
and damaging Cape Hom passage, is a major multiplier 
of combat power for a Navy already subject to world­
wide challenge by the Soviets. The only active units not 
capable of making this passage are the large-deck 
aircraft carriers; the obvious solution here is to enlarge 
the Canal, not give it away. 

If the Russians can send a Cuban army to set things 
up the way they want them in Angola, why not 
Panama? Not, of course, that the present ruler in 
Panama is unfriendly to their interests. . . . It is very 
definitely not in our interest to have the strategic mobil­
ity of the Navy subject to blackmail and whim by the 
likes of Torrijos. But this is exactly what this treaty asks 
to accept. It is altogether too high a price to pay for 
whatever momentary sweetening of atmosphere it may 
buy for us in Latin America. 

One final, somber thought: It appears that a major­
ity of the American people, and even a sufficiency of 
Senators, oppose the treaty. Even if the treaty is rejec­
ted by the Senate, we are not out of the woods. The 
President has the power to order withdrawal of the U.S. 
garrison in the Canal Zone, and surrender the place 
without consulting the Senate; would the Democratic 
majorities in both houses really impeach a President of 
their own party? Or, if this does not happen, how much 
support will there be, and for how long, for another 
slow, dripping, "Vietnam-style" erosive tropical 
guerrilla war to defend the Canal against a type of 
attack which our enemies know altogether too well how 
to inflict? It is one thing to strike the bold gesture and 
tell Torrijos to buzz off; it is quite another to set up the 
coup necessary to remove this thug and thus make the 
point that rulers of Panama who crowd us on the Canal 
thereby shorten their own lives; and it is yet another 
thing to put up with and hold out against the continual 
drip of casualties and damages that a well-laid guerrilla 
campaign could inflict on us. 

But any of these is better than the craven surrender 
which the present Administration is trying to sell to the 
American people. . 



TBE SANCTIONING 
Of TYRANNY 

. by Thomas D. Reisinger 
The "intrepid" Andrew Young, America's Am- humanity. This pious attitude, however, quite expec-

bassador to The United Nations, has again spewed tedly does not extend to Vietnam, where nearly every 
forth rhetorical utterances which will undoubtedly vestige of individual freedom has been stamped out or 
gladden the hearts of admirers of Communism the to neighboring Cambodia, where an estimated 1.2 
world over. million people have been executed by the Khmer 

On September 20, 1977, Young gave a warm wel- Rouge. 
come to the new "Socialist Republic of Vietnam," as The Ambassador's role as an official U.S. apologist 
It -· entered the U .N. for left-wing tyranny also seems to serve as a license for 

The "celebrated" occasion was the meeting of the irresponsibility. This obviously endears him to certain 
U.N.'s General Assembly during which Vietnam was Third World nations whose clamoring and saber-
seated as~ new member. of that "grand" organization. rattling against the United States have served as excus~ 

. Our Ambassador proclaimed his agreement to for the Carter Ad~inistration's vague and asinine 
Vietnam's recent U.N. admission and his admiration foreign giveaway programs, which pass for diplo-
for this dictatorship in the following remarks, released macy. 
by The United States Mission to The United Nations: The "illustrious" Ambassador Young shares the 

"I would remind this Assembly that Vietnam's same idealism that characterizes others in the present 
struggle for independence was accompanied by a pro- Administration. 
found struggle within the nation which I represent. Ten An inability to recognize reality is a trait which is 
years ago, Martin Luther King and hundreds of thou- extremely dangerous. This fault, which is readily 
sands of citizens of the United States came to Dag apparent in the high echelons of Carter's "Palace 
Hammarsltjold Plaza in an attempt to end the con- Guard," unfortunately and tragically crushes any genu-
flict. ine hope of U.S. intervention on behalf of the millions of 

"Five years ago I was elected by the citizens of human beings who are forced to exist under any 
Georgia to the 93rd Congress of the United States leftist dictator.ial system. 
which amended our military appropriations legislation Despite the horrendous reports from thousands of 
to cut off funds for the purpose of waging war in refugees who have escaped from Vietnam and Cam-
Vietnam. It is quite appropriate, I think, that two of the bodia, no words or protest have been forthcoming from 
delegates of my country to this Assembly are Mrs. official U.S. sources. No student demonstrations have 
Martin Luther King and Congressman Charles Whalen, taken place signifying opposition to Communist ag-
one of the congressmen that sponsored the amend- gression in Southeast Asia and the halls of Congress 
ment." have not echoed with speeches of indignation from 

One wonders if Young is bucking for the next Nobel Senator Kennedy and other "champions of human 
Peace Prize or if he is simply a radical whose naivete, freedom." 
Incredible stupidity, and/ or allegiance to left wing The nauseating hypocrisy of the United States 
totalitarianism has led him to become a camp follower Government has never been more visible. President 
of the Vietnam regime. Carter, Ambassador Young, and others of their ilk are 
· · Regardless of his motivations and shortcomings, his betraying millions under the guise of securing peace 

statements reflect utter contempt for the thousands of and have now embraced the rulers of Vietnam by grant-
American, South Vietnamese, Cambodian, and other ing U .N. admission. It would be interesting to know 
Allied troops who fought and fell during the Vietnam what any surviving U.S. POW s, who might be rotting at 
War. this moment in a Vietnam prison, thillk of their Presi-

Young's audacity presumably represents the atti- dent's and U.N. Ambassador's forgiving and generous 
tude of the Carter Administration, whose almost tear- attitudes. 
fol, alleged allegiance to the cause of human rights has This despicable act should be met, not with polite 
to be one of the biggest jokes ever foisted upon the opposition, but with active and caustic rebuke. 
American people. The allegiance by present and former leaders of the 

His courting of the "new" Vietnam makes it United States to the interests of the governments of 
abundantly clear that our anti-Communist allies should Vietnam (and Cambodia) should not be tolerated. 
expect no U.S. aid or intervention should their coun- Individuals such as former U.S. Attorney General 
tries ever fall victim to aggression from a Communist Ramsey Clark and former student-protest-leader Sam 
state. Brown, who now heads Action (Peace Corps and Vista), 

Our Ambassador's blatant disregard for human recently attended a celebration welcoming the Vietnam 
freedom and dignity concerning Vietnam indicates his U.N. delegation to the United States. They, along with 
acceptance of a tragic double standard. Ambassador Y Qung, are but three examples of political 

South Korea, the Republic of China, Rhodesia, and prostitutes who have sold their loyalties to the sadistic 
South Africa, among others, are condemned in almost tyrants of Southeast Asia. 
daily diatribes for their alleged violations against 



BIG STORY 
REVIEW BY DAVID HARRIS 

BIG STORY: How the American Press 
and Television Reported and Interpreted 
the Crisis of Tet 1968 in Vietnam and 
Washington, by Peter Braestrup, West­
view Press, 1898 Flatiron Court, Boulder, 
Colo. 80301. 1st volume: 740 pages with 
illustrations, maps and index; 2nd 
volume: 706 pages of appendices, tables 
and story and picture indexes; $50.00 .. 

As long as the United States feared to 
risk provoking Chinese Communist inter­
vention by launching a ground invasion of 
North .Vietnam, it was clear that no 
classical military victory could be expect­
ed in the Vietnam War. The most that 
could be hoped for was that by fighting a 
protracted war of attrition U.S. and allied 
forces could buy enough time for the 
South Vietnamese to strengthen their 
own armed forces and expand necessary 
government services throughout the 
country so that they would eventually 
be in a position to meet the challenge of 
North Vietnamese sµbversion and ag­
gression on their own. 

By late 1967, the U.S.-sponsored 
"pacification" campaign appeared to 
have taken hold throughout the country. 
On November 21 , the commander of 
U.S. forces in Vietnam, General William 
C. Westmoreland, held a press confer­
ence at which he outlined the successful 
completion of the initial phases of U.S. 
involvement in the war and confidently 
predicted that within two years, U.S. 
forces could begin to "phase down." and 
turn the burden of the war over to the 
South Vietnamese. 

(The General's prediction came to be 
fulfilled: Beginning in mid-1969 when the 
Nixon administration initiated the "Viet­
namization" campaign, U.S. troops were 
gradually withdrawn and the Army of 
the Repub\ic of Vietnam (ARVN) was ex­
panded and stren_gthene~ so that it could 
assume . primary responsibility for the 
country's security.) 

Less than three months after West­
moreland presented his highly optimistic 
appraisal of the current military and polit­
ical situation, the Viet Cong and North 
Vietnamese launched simultaneous sur­
prise attacks on most of the urban areas 
of South Vietnam. On January 30, 1968, 
the eve of the traditional week-long 
celebration of the Vietnamese Lunar New 
Year , Communists bombarded or assault­
ed 36 of the country's 44 provincial 
capitals and 64 of 242 district (or county) 
capitals. Yet, by February 25, with the 
recapture of Hue, one of the few urban 
areas which the invaders managed to 
hold for more than a few days , the fight­
ing in urban areas was over. Within a 

SOL DJ ER OF FORTUNE 

period of ·seven months, security was re­
stored in rural areas to the same degree 
as existed before the enemy offensive. 
_ In a background briefing for newsmen 
held in Saigon on March 6, General 
Westmoreland noted that Tet offensive 
had marked a drastic change in Commu­
nist strategy: Unable to match U.S. 
firepower in the field , the enemy had 
fought a war of attrition in order to wear 
down America's resolve to continue the 
struggle. During Tet, however, in what 
may be regarded as an act of desperation, 
they had opted for a "major military­
psychological attack" in order to achieve 
this same objective. 

Westmoreland concluded that the 
enemy .offensive was a military blunder 
which provided U.S. forces an unpre­
cedented opportunity to inflict extremely 
heavy losses, particularly in the ranks of 
seasoned Vietcong guerrilla cadres which 
could not readily be replaced . He report­
ed that during the month of the offensive , 
the enemy had suffered 50,000 casual­
ties, including some 30,000 killed, com­
pared with approximately 2,000 Amer­
ican and 4,000 South Vietnamese killed. 
He noted that these enemy deaths 
amounted to 87% of the total enemy 
killed during all of 1966 and 56% of the 
total killed during 1967. In addition , he 
reported the capture during the offensive 
of more than 16,000 individual weapons 
and over 6,000 crew-served weapons. 

Events proved Westmoreland's assess­
ment of the military as.pects of the Tet 
offensive to be correct: As a result of 
heavy losses by the Vietcong, North 
Vietnamese troops were henceforth 
obliged to bear the major burden of the 
fighting in South Vietnam. (It was they 
who launched a costly "second wave" . 
guer.rilla-style attack against Saigon in 
May 1968, a "third wave" against 
towns along the border in August­
September 1968, and a "fourth wave" 
against these towns in early 1969. They 
then generally remained in their "sanctu­
ary" areas in Laos and Cambodia until 
late March 1972 when they launched 
a conventional invasion replete with So­
viet-supplied tanks and artillery.) 

· Communist leaders had promised 
their cadres that they would be welcomed 
by the urban population and that their 
attacks on ARVN units would result 
in a "popular uprising against the U.S . 
imperialists and their puppets." Such an 
uprising never occurred and as the secu­
rity situation began to improve during the 
month following the offensive , there were 
several important indications that the 
South Vietnamese had reacted to the 

violation of their Tet holiday by increas­
ing their support for the government of 
President Thieu: The black market rate 
for the U.S. dollar remained steady; 
ther-e was general acquiescence to Pres. 
Thieu's decision to expand ARVN 
by drafting 18 and 19-year-old men for 
the first time in the war; and civilian 
self-defense units began to be organized 
and armed throughout the country. ('By 
the end of 1969, the Thieu government 
had issued almost one million automatic 
-weapons to self-defense militia units, an 
act of faith in popular support which 
few other governments of developing 
countries would dare emulate in peace­
time.) 

Most historians today would agree with 
General Westmoreland tl)at the Tet 
offensive resulted in 'a serious military 
and political setback for the commu­
nists. However, they are also likely to 
agree that the reporting of the offensive 
and its aftermath by our most influential 
news media persuaded the American 
public that U.S. and South Vietnamese 
forces had somehow suffered a disastrous 
defeat! Big Story is a highly documented, 
scholarly attempt by a professional jour­
nalist to explain how this distortion by 
America's most important wire services, 
newspapers , news magazines, and tele­
vi!?ion commentators came about . 

Its author, Peter Braestrup , is emi­
nently qualified for such an assignment. 
He covered the early years of U.S. in­
volvement in the war in Vietnam for the 
New York Times and in 1968 was appoint­
ed Saigon bureau chiefofthe Washington 
Post. Unlike most of his fellow newsmen 
in Vietnam, he had had previous combat 
experience (in Korea) and this perhaps 
explains his harsh criticism of those 
of his colleagues who could not refrain 
from engaging in sweeping "instant 
analyses" of the Tet offensive before 
the trend of the fighting had become 
clear. As a professional newsman, he is 
particularly critical of those newsmen 
who relayed. opinions about the offensive, 
which were refuted by the facts which 
were readily available at the time they 
were made. 

Big Story is based primarily on a selec­
tion of news reports and commentaries 
during the Tet offensive, drawn from the 
AP and UPI wire services, the New York 
Times and Washington Post, Time and 
Newsweek, and the three major Ameri­
can television networks. Interspersed 
throughout the book are background 
information and the author ' s 'highly pro­
fessional, penetrating critiques , which 

(continued on page 68) 
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Member of Co A, 30th Ranger Bn (ARVN), maintain radio 
contact as they move in against Viet Cong terrorists during 
early hours of Tet. Contrary to distorted picture presented by 

the "safe-at-home" press, South Viet troops fought well and 
effectively throughaut the offensive. 

On 30 January 1968, SFC Jerry Cox, 
NCOIC of the 36th Vietnamese Ranger 
Battalion, and I drove to his battalion's 
location in Ham Tan, Vietnam. We would 
stay the night, then drive to Lam Son , 
home base for the 36th, where Jerry 
would get paid . We were going to stay for 
a three -day blast and bring supplies back. 

I woke next morning and thought to 
myself, "Ham Tan on the South China 
Sea. What a paradise this would be if it 
wasn't for the war." After breakfast, I 
took a walk along the sand dunes, not 
knowing this would be the last time I 
would see them. The long stretch of white 
sand , with the curving swell moving 
along the ocean 's surface, was like a 
picture one sees and later dreams about. 
Here and there, old women from the 
village were digging for clams in the 
sand . 

Like good Rangers, we loaded the jeep 
with a case of iced beer, two M-16s and a 
M-79, and took off. We had aboµt 80 
miles to go and it was already 10 a.m. 
After Xuan Loe , we came to a roadblock, 
where an American artillery unit was 
checking everyone and everyth ing that 
came up or down the road. They told us 
that the VC had broken the truce that 
morning and to be on the lookout for 
trouble along the road. 

We drove through Ben Hoa and took 
the shorter back road to Lam Son. We had 
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Master Sergeant Harry Stewart 
(Ret.) served as a Ranger advisor 
to the 35th Vietnamese Ranger 
Battalion in 1967 and 1968. 
During his second tour he was a 
member of Advisory Team 91 
in Binh Duong Province. Upon 
his return he served as an in­
structor with the Ranger Dept., 
Ft. Benning , Ga. and subse­
quently served as 1st Sgt., 
Charley Rangers 75th /I/ 29th 
Inf. He is Ranger and Airborne 
qualified, was awarded four 
Bronze Stars with V Device, 
two Purple Hearts, two VN Gal­
lantry Crosses and the VN Honor 
Medal, Second Class. 

just passed Zian , six miles out of Lam 
Son , when we started taking rounds, 
coming from a creek bed to our right , at 
about 150 meters. I fired two rounds from 
the M-79 and it stopped . 

When we got into Lam Son, everyone 
was talking about Charlie breaking the 
truce. Hell, where had he broken the 
truce? I thought to myself. Being fired on 
twice in an 80-mile trip was expected. 

Jerry got paid and we bought two 
bottles of JB scotch and started back to 
Bien Hoa. It was getting dark and I'll bet 
we had to go through about SO roadblocks 
set up by the RF and PFs . " Biet Dong 
quan co van ding eda (Ranger Advisor 
crazy)," was what we were told at every 
stop. VC were all over the place. Hell , we 
didn ' t see any, and besides , we were 
Rangers in for a three-day blast and no 
VC were going to stop us. 

We pulled up to the front gate of Bien 
Hoa Air Base, protected by barbed wire, 
claymores, and a double wall of sand­
bags , at 1930 hours. The guards had been 
on red alert since 1800 hours. They told 
us that we were nuts. We went on to the 
training compound and to the NCO club. 
Jerry and I were t he last to leave. The 
gate guard wasn't going to let us out. 
We, having good manners , told him that 
we would beat his ass if he didn 't. 

3rd Ranger Group HQ told us that 
there were VC in Bien Hoa. On our side, 
there were only wounded in action (WIA), 
clerical Rangers, and four American 
NCOs, a total of 35. All our battalions 
were up north on operations. Jerry and I 
had another drink and went to bed. 

We woke to the plunking of rounds 
being dropped into mortar tubes and 
their twanging as they passed over our 
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heads at about 0300 hours. 31 January 
1968. The rounds were aimed for the 
chopper pads on Bien Hoa Air Base. 

We teamed up with the two other 
NCOs. McKay and Thompson , got hold of 
the VN Ranger lieutenant (staff officer) 
and told him to get his people out on the 
berms . We could see black pants and 
shirts as VCs ran up and down the street, 
between houses less than 100 meters 
from us. We could count eight mortar 
tubes, and they had positioned them 
effectively, beside and in front of the 
houses. The VC knew that we couldn't 
and wouldn't fire at them because of 
civilians. They also knew that they could 
overrun us any time they wanted . 

So the four of us got on the roof with a 
machine gun and two cases of grenades. 
If they came, we were going to give them 
one hell of a fight. We also had a radio 
and got hold of the Bien Hoa g unships 
and had them rake up and down the 
street in front of us all night. A large 
group of VC went down our left flank. 
firing B-40s at us. Finally. when it got 
light. we saw at least 40 VC bodies in the 
street. wasted by the gunships. 

Some of the married Rangers who were 
WIA lived in the small settlement to our 
left flank . The VC had shot or beaten 
most of the m. All the civilians started to 
move along the road to 3rd Corps HQ 
where it would be safe. A woman came 
up to Jerry and told him that the VC had 

beaten her wounded husband, a member 
of Jerry 's battalion. 

Jerry and I decided that we were 
going to get that VC. The other two NCOs 
were going to try to get to 3rd Corps HQ. 
As we drove up tlie street to where the 
WIA were lying , a platoon from the 25th 
Div. came along. I told the platoon leader 
there were VC up the street who had 
B-40s . Well, he took off with his 113s. 
The first track took about three B-40 
rounds. Luck was on their side; no one 
was hurt except the track. They unassed 
that track and came back past us and 
were gone. They weren't much help. 

Just then Jerry said, "Stew, look 
what's coming." 

I looked up and saw one of the best 
assault lines I've ever seen, only it was 
VC. I picked up the WIA and got into the 
jeep. As we were approaching the small 
bridge between us and 3rd Corps HQ, 
three VCs came out of the creek bed, 
firing on us . 

J erry whipped the jeep around and 
crashed through the gates at the Bien 
Hoa Mental Hospital, stopping it in front 
of the nuns ' quarters. A sister said that 
she would take the WIA but that we 
Americans must leave, because if the VC 
found us, they would kill the WIA. 

Jerry said , "I'll te ll you what, Stew . 
Let's make a run for it across that bridge. 
You fire to the right and I'll fire to the left 
as we run ." 

' 

"Let's go," I said. "What have we got 
to lose?" 

I guess those VC thought that we were 
too dumb to pull a stunt like that. We 
each threw a grenade into the creek and 
fired as we ran across. Although there 
were VC in that stream bed, we caught 
them by surprise. We were jogging along 
when that meek platoon came back. 

The platoon leader said, "Forgot about 
you two when we got hit back there." I 
came real close to butt-stroking him but 
controlled my temper. 

While riding back to 3rd Corps HQ, I 
talked to the platoon sergeant and found 
out that this was the first time his platoon 
had come under fire. They were all green. 
I was glad to get to 3rd Corps HQ, 
because the VC were using the tracks for 
marksmanship practice. 

At 3rd Corps HQ we assembled with 
MAJ. Moses, CPT. Withrow, SFC 
McKay, and SFC Thompson, who were 
getting a voluntary task force together to 
sweep the streets and alleyways in front 
of 3rd Corps HQ. CPT. Withrow, Jerry , 
and I would act as point. SFC Thompson 
would follow with the lead track. Then 
MAJ. Moses would follow with the 
clerks, cooks, and the infantry platoon. 
SFC McKay, the rear guard with the 
radio, would be last. 

An armored personnel carrier passes buildings damaged by 
U.S. Forces when they destroyed Viet Cong hiding places 
during Tet. U.S./ ARVN forces killed 30,000 VC and literally 

destroyed VC main force units and cadres. Remainder of 
war was fought largely by NVA. 



ARVN troops of Co A , 30th Ranger Bn. on alert for VC terrorists clean out suspected 
area. U.S. Army Ranger advisors, like author, turned counterpart ARVN units into 
elite combat units. 

I'll never forget that just before we took 
off, Jerry offered the Cap and me a 
cigarette and said , "It might be our last 
one. " 

There we went, three Rangers up in 
front of a bunch of American volunteers. 
Damn it, I was proud. (lntelligence said 
that there was a platoon of about 15 holed 
up in that area. Bullshit, we found out 
later there was a battalion in there.) 

All of a sudden, rounds were richo­
chetting off the pavement around me. 
SFC Hall, the mess sergeant, who had 
only 15 days to go in country, went down. 
MAJ. Moses leaped over two sand 
drums , landed on his side, rolled to his 
left , and fired his carbine at a building 
top. I saw a VC take a swan dive, holding 
an M-60 machine gun. 

CPT. Withrow said, "Stew, give me 
cover, I'm going to get SFC Hall ." I gave 
him cover. He picked SFC Hall up in his 
arms and ran back. The captain took one 
in his lower left leg. 

SFC Hall came to and said, ''Hi, 
fellows , did we get those bastards? " 
Then he died in our arms. 

The firing at us intensified. I could feel 
the rounds tug at my jacket and pants. 
The platoon from the 25th was hugging 
the building fronts. SFC Thompson had 
to beat one of the 50 cal. gunners over the 
head to get him to get up and fire his gun 
into the buildings. The captain and Jerry 
broke a door down and went in firing . 

Jerry cried , - "Stew, they 're coming 
down the alley with a rocket.'' 

I stepped into the alley, firing . Two VC 
and I came face to face, not more than 10 
paces apart. I saw that B-40 coming. It 
went over my head and landed in the VN 
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Officers Club in 3rd Corps HQ. Further 
down the alley, we herded about 40 
civilians who had been lying on the floor 
of a house back to safety. The firing 
started again and was getting bad. 

SFC McKay said, "3rd Corps HQ is 
ordering us to pull back into the com­
pound. " So we pulled back to the east 
gate of 3rd Corps HQ . In came the tracks 
with the platoon leader, only he had left 
his platoon outside against the buildings! 
Jerry and I grabbed the tracks and went 
back and got the platoon. CPT . 
Withrow ' s leg was bleeding badly, but 
Jerry and I damn near had to beat his ass 
when we put him on the medical chopper. 
Hew<.., a damn good officer. 

That evening the 11th Cav. came to 3rd 
Corps HQ and leveled the section across 
from it. 

MAJ. Moses said, "Stewart, you and 
Cox will be in charge of the security 
element at Train Compound ." 

While I was at Train, I learned that on 2 
Feb. ' 68 my battalion was picked up and 
dropped off at the Saigon race track. 
Finally , MAJ . Moses Jet Jerry and me 
return to our battalions . 

I joined my battalion at about 0900 
hours. CPTs . Ritzs and Sky were 
sleeping upstairs in the 5th Precinct in 
the Cholon sector of Saigon. I was given 
the lowdown on what had happened to 
them and how the battalion got to Saigon. 

They hadn't heard any word about me 
until I walked in . LT. Jackson had joined 
our group while we were on the border. 
LT. Zoney had taken over the 31st VN 
Ranger BN. 

We could eat all our meals in a 
horseshoe-shaped apartment house 

across from the station. We were invited 
to eat there because the wife worked as a 
bookkeeper at the Cholon PX. We hit a 
few spots and drank a few , but most of 
the time we stayed at the 5th Precinct. 

During the morning of 5 Feb. 1968, 
word came that we were going on an 
operation up a main thoroughfare, not 
too far from the Cholon PX. We loaded up 
in our jeeps and trucks as if we were 
going to a picnic. I guess that's what the 
VN BN CO thought. (lntelligence said a 
squad of Cong were holed up in a pago­
da .) 

In we went with the battalion HQ and 
1st companies . Although it was one of the 
busiest streets in the city , right then 
there wasn't a man to be seen. The lead 
jeep, our gun jeep , took a full burst of MG 
fire. It bounced over the curve and went 
through a store front. By that time we had 
unassed our jeeps and were hugging the 
building fronts . 

Jabber, jabber, jabber. Damn , they 
were talking so fast I couldn't under­
stand them. The lead company had 
moved a long way up the street and all 
their WIAs had been hit in the ankle or 
lower parts of the leg. CPT. Ritzs cut the 
boots off the WlAs and cleaned and 
dressed t heir wounds. 

Sky got a line on a VC with his M-79, 
and his third round hit right in the cellar 
window. He and I went down a side street 
to our right and damn near got cut in half 
by 50 caliber fire. You could see the 
bullets spark as they bounced off the 
pavement. The gunner would have our 
range in a second. 

So I became a sniper. CPT. Ritzs 
pulled up an ammo can and sat down. He 
began to point out VC to me and I would 
shoot them. I had hit about six when .a 
round came through the little wall railing 
over my head. CPT. Ritzs screamed. He 
was lying on his back , grabbing his groin. 
I saw the hole and blood on his pants. I 
ripped his pants open. 

Here 's another lucky incident that you 
laugh about later. When the armor­
piercing round came through the wall 
railing , it was spent and went through the 
captain 's pants , making a fingernail 
gouge and stopping between his thigh 
and scrotum. He was making all kinds of 
noise because it was hot and blistering 
his balls. 

" Damn it , Stew," the captain said, 
''you ripped the only clean pair of pants I 
have ." 

The captain and I went down to the 
ground floor to see what LT. Jackson was 
doing and to get something to eat. We ate 
in the hotel kitchen and talked things 
over. LT. Jackson was to stay with the 
battalion XO and the captain and I with 
the battalion company. 

Heavy firing started again. This time 
the VC were using 122mm rockets. I had 
left the kitchen and was walking down the 
hallway when the whole wall caved in on 
top of me . It knocked me out at first. 
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When I came to I was buried and found it 
hard to breathe. 

I could hear the captain say, " Damn it, 
he is under this shit. Help me dig him 
out. " 

I was lucky again. My steel pot, now 
with a big dent in the top, had saved me. I 
was bruised but all right. 

Now that it was dark, we sat in the 
front room of the hotel. I fell asleep and 
had slept for about an hour, when the 
captain woke me. He wanted me to go 
down to the feed store to see how LT. 
Jackson was doing and to report back to 
him. 

I met the lieutenant. We smoked and 
talked about the night to come. The BN 
XO came over to us . 

Sky said, " We have to get the hell out 
of here." The house to our left had the 
front screened in and no door. 

One of us yelled, " Let's go through 
it." 

We damn sure did. Once in, I started to 
light a cigarette when a hand grenade 
came through the window. I dove for the 
L-shaped corner and Sky was right on top 
of me. When the grenade went off, I 
thought the building was coming down 
and my ears were bursting with pain. I 
stayed there until the dust settled. Sky 
started to groan. 

"Are you hit?" I asked him. All he 
could do was shake his head and point to 
his behind. We were both wearing flak 
jackets. The back of his looked as if some­
one had cut it in half. The back half had 
flipped down and slapped him in the butt, 
leaving a red welt on both cheeks. 

We had holed up with the second 
platoon of the 1st Company, when word 
came over the radio that the HQ element 
was pulling back to the main street and 
setting up a command post. We were told 
to push our way back in 10 minutes. 
Everything was on fire. The VC often set 
fires and then pulled back. . 

On the move back, wooden blinds of a 
house to our front dropped down, and we 
took a full burst of MG fire. If the platoon 
leader and his radio man hadn 't been in 
front of me, I would be dead. They were 
killed outright. I saw one of my little 
friends go down, firing his Thompson. 
Later, after the fight , I found his body 
with his hands frozen in a death grip like 
he was still holding his Thompson. 

We were pinned down. They had us 
and they knew it, but they didn 't know 
about Sky's M-79. When the grenade 
went off, I moved to my right and down 
an alley . Heavy firing started again. Sky 
and I got separated and didn't see each 
other for over 21 hours. 

Finally, with two Rangers, I found the 
HQ CP and reported what had happened 
to CPT. Ritzs and asked him to have the 
battalion company give me a squad, so I 
could go get Sky. He laughed and told me 
that Sky had run into one of the RTOs 
from the 3rd platoon with 15 men who 
were cut off from their platpon leader and 
10 men from the 2nd platoon. He was now 
acting as platoon leader and kicking ass. 

''I'll be damned," was all I could say. 
The CP was set up on top of a hotel 

where the BN CO could see the area from 
all four sides and command his troops. 
He was laughing because he now had an 

American platoon leader. We had walked 
into a battalion-sized unit or larger and 
we were surrounded. I went to the east 
wall and looked over the area. I could see 
our troops and I could also see the VC 
wearing dark blue pants , light blue 
shirts , and white bush hats. 

"The VC have killed our rear LP and 
are going to make a rear attack on us,'' he 
said. The lieutenant and I were running 
back ·and forth across the street, placing 
troops in good positions to catch the VC. · 
They started their attack as the lieutenant 
and I were recrossing the street . A B-40 
hit the rim of one of our jeeps. Shrapnel 
was flying all over. 

The lieutenant said, "Stew." As I 
turned around to see what he wanted, he 
fell on me. 

I grabbed him and felt blood. I dragged 
him out of the street into the feed store. 
He had three or four holes in his back and 
one in his left buttock big enough to stick 
your fist into. I sent one of the Rangers to 
get the captain. I was trying to stop the 
bleeding when the captain got there . . 

' 'It's real bad, " I told him. He tried to 
get the medic to drive to the helipad at 
the Free World Military Assistance 
Organization at 12 Tran Quoc Toan, but 
he refused. 

" No, too many VC up the street." 
CPL. Shung, the captain's driver , said, 

''I drive Trung Wy. ' ' 
LT. Jackson said, "Stew, take this little 

pistol of mine because they will take it 
away from me." 

" Okay," I said, "I'll have it when you 
get back." 

A C-47 destroyed during rocket and mortar attack on Tan Son 
Nhut Air Base at height of Tet. Damage scenes such as this 

were u~ed by the press to give distorted view to Americans 
of what was happening during New Year's truce violation. 



The captain turned to me and said , 
" Stew, you are now the SA until I get 
back ." 

Tears rolled down my cheeks as I 
watched that jeep move up the street. I 
saw two B-40s pass over the jeep and 
green tracer fire go at it. 

Later, one of the BN CO's radio men 
said, "Some one speak English." He 
motioned me toward the radio. The 
captain had made the helipad okay, and 
the lieutenant was on 
his way to the hos­
pital. 

It started to get 
light and buildings 
were still burning. 
Other companies of 
the battalion moved 
in and the fighting 
stopped. The captain 
got back, and Sky 
came in with his pla­
toon. 

The battalion com­
mander gave him a 
big hug and said, 
''No. 1 platoon lead­
er, HQ wants to have 
a body count.'' 

Well, we must have 
had about 30 lying 
out in front of the 
hotel and some of 
them were alive. The 
Red Cross came in 
and treated the VCs. 
Newspaper reporters 
from all countries 
were there taking our 
pictures , and tele­
vision cameras were 
whirring, especially 
when Sky and I 
started ~oading VC 
bodies on the police 
truck . I remember 
an arm coming off as 
I was putting a body 
on the truck. I threw 
up everything I had 
eaten the night be­
fore. 

Small shops in the 
area were burning 
badly and if things 
didn't change the 
whole area would 

uniform with all the tags on it. I came out 
No. 1 on the board and bought four fifths 
of whiskey and 10 cases of beer. That 
night the old plastics factory was rum­
bling from all the noise. The BN CO came 
downstairs to see what was going on. He 
got drunk too. 

On 11Feb.1968, we had another go at 
it. I don't remember the street , but it was 
three blocks south of the race track and 
three to four blocks right as you look at a 

burn to the ground. Over 16,000 individual and 6,000 crew­
CPT. Ritzs started a served weapons were captured from 
. . . . NVA/VC. Shown here are AKs , B-40 

civiltan fire brigade anti-tank rocket launchers, 85mm rocket 
and saved quite a few shops with his ef- map. Fires had already started and 
fort. The captain and Sky received silver people were running all over the place. A 
stars for their acitons. network of smaller alleys spread out from 

We moved from the police station to a a large one that had a little store , full of 
small VN-German owned plastics factory food and beer, at its corner. A balcony 
with two floors of living quarters above it. ran all around the building. The BN CO 
The next day I had to go before the pro- set up a CP in the store. We had an 
motion board. Here I was in the middle of M-60 gunner on the balcony who ·would 
a ·war zone and had to get dressed up! fire a burst.around the corner. 
When the Vietnamese heard about it , the The VC would fire back with B-40s. 
battalion supply sergeant got me a new Their rounds landed across the street on 
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top of an old bus or in the houses. I would 
take a drink, then stand on a stool and 
hand it to the M-60 gunner. He would 
drink , hand the bottle back to me, and 
give the VC a burst , and the old VC would 
fire right back. 

Four American MPs showed up during 
this ritual. They had a 90mm and asked 
if they cou ld help. The BN CO didn't want 
to use heavy weapons because civilians 

were still in there. 
One of the VC's 
B-40s hit the side of 
t)1e wall and sent 
bricks down on us. 
We began to laugh . 
The MPs said we 
were nuts to sit 
there. They went 
across the street and 
got under the old bus. 
The next round land­
ed on its top. Those 
MPs broke a track 
record getting out of 
the area. 

More fires were 
burning now. A fire 
truck showed up and 
so did the Viet­
namese Military 
Commander of Saig­
on. He was quite 
a man. Because 
ammo caches were 
exploding within 
the area, he told the 
firemen to get their 
hoses into the alleys 
to put out the fires. 
The firemen moved 
into the large alley 
but ran back because 
of VC fire . Sky and I 
went down the large 
alley; he jumped 
across the little one 
and damn near got 
another red welt. 

At the same time, 
everyone was getting 
into the act, even 
cameramen and 
newspapermen. 

"Stew, throw me a 
grenade," said Sky. 
We had been practic­
ing throwing each 
other grenades in all 
positions. This time 
I pulled the pin, pop­

ped the handle, then threw it to him . He 
caught it in his right hand and sent it 
down the all ey in one smooth operation. 
After the explosion , we both stepped into 
the alley, firing. 1 covered him while he 
went down tQ check the VC with the MG. 

"Hell ," he said. "That grenade got 
him. " 

"You two guys are nuts, " a newspa­
perman said to me.· 

(conti nued on page 84) 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 



THE SURVIVOR 
VOLUME ONE-$6.00 .... VOLUME TW0-$10.00 

PICKS UP WHERE THE POOR MAN'S JAMES BOND LEAVES OFF 
Now, in two bound volumes the first 24 issues of 

THE SURVIVOR! THE SURVIVOR is probably the only 
real survival publication printed in the United States. 
The only news articles in it are about climate trends 
and a kind of keeping score on the direction our 
planet is taking toward social chaos . 

Mainly , it is made up of instructions for the 
indivldual to become self-sufficient as the general 
populace becomes more helpless. You don't need to 
be well educated to follow most of the material. 
There's something in here for you, regardless of your 
background or present finances . Through THE 
SURVIVOR, you can start a trade on a shoestring. 
THE SURVIVOR will show you how to support 
yourself and make yourself useful and needed, in any 
situation in which people will survive. 

Aside from what's happening now, THE SURVIVOR 
tells you how· people like yourself did things in the 
last century and the beginning of this one. Just by 
following the detailed instruction in THE SURVIVOR; 
you can save hundreds . of dollars each year 
processing your own foods , making toiletries and 
household products better and cheaper than those 
you 've been buying at inflated prices. It's easier than 
you've been led to believe and will not only save 
money be.tter spent for surv.ival goods, but your 
neighbors will probably come to recognize you as the 
only truly competent person they know. 

THE SURVIVOR is packed with hard-to-get 
information on ancient 19th century knowledge most 
modern publishers would not trust the public to read. 

A few articles in Volume 1 are: 
lurgler·Prooflng Your Home the Poor Miln'1 Wey • Slmpl• 
Protection Ageln1t Muggers • How to Make • Hou1eboet • Worti 
Fairs I Outlng1 with a Homemade Candy Flo11 Outfit • Survive! 
Ammunition • Convert • P11Hnger Car to • Gyp1y Ven • Making • 
1913 Heng Glider • Making Imitation Gold & Sliver • Homemade 
Mechanic'• Foot•Powered Combln~tlon Leth• • Mak• Sff· Through 
Mirrors • TolletrlH for Pennl•i •·M•k• • One or Two Horsepower 
Wl,..mill Out of Scrap • Calltctlng Fll•t for F ... d I $.1nltetlon -
You·r IHlc StHm Engine • Bulla en Electric Bug-Zapper • ll1c1C 
Powder; How to Make the Int • Take .Pot111lum Nitrate From 
Common. Soll • Making • Still From Junk • Extracting Oil from 
Herb• With the Junk Still • A Super Still Which Will Give G1llon1 of 

Alcohol per Day From Your Own M11tlng1 •Set Up Your Own Hom• 
Foundry • Gl111 Blowing I Forming • Primitive A1dlo • Bullet 
Concrete Gerden Furniture • Th1 Hom• Smeller • Dl11rmlng the 
Letter IOMb • How to File 1 Mining Cl1lm • Survlv1I Ammunition • 
Survlv1I A1dlo • Bradley Steiner'• Self-DefenH • Aecenlng Ch1lrs • 
How to Get 1 Federel Flre1rm1 llcen1it I Why • Mike Your Own 
C1ndl11, lncenH, YeHt, Chfflit, Etc. • A Homemlde, Hot 
Weter-Powered lncub1tor • BHlc Cro11bow Plu1 Arrow 511119 • 
The Survlv1I Gunsmith • Survlv1I Group1 ind the lndlvldu1I • Ho* 
to Be 1 Dl111ter Profltffr, etc. 

Also, .just a few of the articles in Volume 2. 
Gold Slulc;er • Port1ble Shop • Writ• on Metil • Tie 1 H1ngm1n'1 
NOOH • M•k• I Simple Sext1nt • Teala Coll • AMd Fumlture • 
Survlv1I Shelter • Shoe Aep1lrlng • Utility Pre11 • Wilevlng R19 
Strlp1 • Su~lv1I Fl1hlng • S1w Filing • Electropl1tlng Non-Met1lllc 
Object•• Training for Endurance • Intruder Detector• LHth1rworti 
for Profit • Hind-Wrought H1rdw1re • Anlm1I Trap1 • Sllli Screen 
Printing• Arc .~elder Built Cheip • Emergency Home S1nlt1tlon • 
Mini 1nd MIXI Survlv1I Kita • plu1 Survlli1I ldltorl1l1, lettera, 
cheml1try, mech1nlci 1nd much, much more. 

If you have more confidence in yourself than in 
Politicians or in "Patriotic" organizations, THE 
SURVIVOR is for you. It cuts through all the garbage 
you read about what "We" can do for the world and 
this country. It puts YOU i.li the center of the picture 
and tells what you can do to insure the survivil of 
yourself and those closest to you iii the coming 
chaos. 

THE SU~VIVOR Is I goldmine of ldNI for the 
self·rell1nt. It deals with survival , sclen~. and 
mechanics you, the l1ym1n, can best apply to your 
own needs. 

Maybe you're not really worried but just want ideas 
for supplementary income, crafts, etc. There's plenty 
of that here and also a lot of sheer entertainment. 
There is also an ongeing section listing the science 
and chemistry entries from Chamber's 1891 
Encyclopaedia as well as mad scientist entries in 
Harper's New Monthly Magazine for 1869-72. Though 
some ate weird, most are applicable. 

Included also are sources for chemicals, sur\iival 
books, etc. there are editorials and letters the llkes of 
which you won't read anywhere else. THE SURVIVOR 
is a great gift for the person who has everything or 
nothing. 
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Since 1974 the vast West African state 
of An8ola- almost twice the size of Texas 
and"ruled by the Portuguese for four 
centuries-has been in the news. Civil 
war since independence in 1975 has been 
responsible for the deaths of tens of 
thousands of people: guilty and innocent; 
military men and non-combatants. 

Even as you read this article, sporadic 
action continues in Angola, fueled on the 
one side by Russia and her principal ally 
in Africa- Cuba-and on the other by 
several nations opposed to a Marxist 
presence on the ''Dark Continent. · · 

One side effect of this continuing 
struggle is that several countries fringing 
Angola have been caught in the mael­
strom of war. Already Angolan-based 
dissidents, again backed by Russia and 
Cuba, tried unsuccessfully in 1977 to 
invade southern Zaire's Shaba Province. 
Zambia has also experienced unrest 
along her extended frontier with the 
embattled country. 

South West Africa-called Namibia by 
some-also has its problems. Fringing 
Angola's southern borders for a distance 
of almost 1000 miles, the anti-Southern 
African movement Swapo (South West 
Africa People's Organization) uses 
Angola as a base to hit at targets in 
Caprivi, Owambo, and Kavango. 

These terrorists, backed by a variety of 
Iron Curtain states and Cuba, have 
launched a war of attrition against the 
established authority in the territory. 
Ironically, the people who suffer most at 
the hands of the Swapo dissidents are 
their "Black Brothers.. whom, they 
claim, they seek to "liberate. "For every 
white soldier who has died as a result of a 
contact with Swapo elements, thousands 
of Black South West African men, 
women, and children have been mur­
dered, beaten, intimidated, and tortured 
by the force which calls for the "libera­
tion ' ' of this disputed land. 

Because of this continuing threat, 
South African military forces are de­
ployed throughout the operational area 
and while the state of war remains at a 
low level, contacts do occur. People do 
get killed. 

SOF Contributing Editor Al J. Venter 
visited this troubled area as a guest of the 
South African Army in July 1977. He was 
the first journalist to gain unrestricted 
access to the region and travelled the 
length of the border area by chopper and 
in mine-protected vehicles. 

There was much evidence that the 
Swapo ·threat is real and that contacts are 
regular and often intense. 

This is his on-the-spot report: 

There was a note of urgency in Lieuten­
ant Ian Dougall's voice. 

"Base. This is Echo Lima. Can you 
hear me?" He repeated the message. No 
reaction. 

The lieutenant rose to his feet and for a 
moment looked pensive. Beside . him, 
Staff Sergeant Hanekom said nothing; 
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South African chopper provides security to convoy, traveling the "Golden Highway," the 
dusty, gravel artery that stretches the length of the Angolan border in northern S.W. Africa. 

this was his umpteenth stint in the bush 
and he knew enough about radio como to 
realize that it is the infantryman's lot for 
the radio to go on the blink when it's 
needed most. 

Lieutenant Dougall tried again, this 
time switching to another waveband. 
"All stations, can you hear me? Come in 
please." Still nothing. 

He sat down on his haunches and sur­
veyed the flat mopani bush country 
around him. Like seven other men on the 
patrol I was with, he had come to know 
the featureless terr~in of the border re­
gions adjoining Angola and never ceased 
to marvel at the surprises it offered the 
unsuspecting. Dougall felt that every­
thing had gone wrong on his first fully 
operational patrol; this was not at all the 
way they had explained it at infantry 
school. Still, he would have to do what he 
could. 

" Unexpected guests, sir," the staff 
sergeant supplied with a smile. He felt 
the word " terrorists" might have been a 
little too dramatic . for that particular 
moment. 

" Quite right, Staff. Unexpected 
guests." Things were gradually falling 
into shape for the young lieutenant. 

"An ambush , sir?" queried the NCO, 
suggesting that three of the patrol 
members , himself included, should take 
up positions on the outer perimeter while 
the other five, under the lieutenant, 
should set up an attack position around 
the waterhole itself. 

An armored car unit on patrol in Caprivi. 

"Staff, " he called to Staff Sergeant 
Hanekom, "you heard the message. We 
have an enemy unit, unknown strength, 
possibly eight to 12 Swapo, heading for ' 
this waterhole." Staff nodded in affirma­
tio!'. "That's right, sir," he responded 
calmly. 

By his professional manner, the older 
man seemed to p.c~vide the lieutenant 
with the stimulus he was looking for . The 
NCO was pleased that the officer was pre­
pared to call on his experience; clearly 
here was a man not too proud to use every 
asset at his disposal when in a tight 
corner. He thought, "We'll make a pro­
fessional of him yet." 

The lieutenant continued, "Base 
knows we 're here. They know we re­
ceived their message, so we can assume 
they will expect us to deploy ·in readiness 
for this group of-," Dougall hesitated 
momentarily. 



South Africa Air Force chopper on resupply mission to far­
northern position in South West Africa. Though intruders do 

not move in large numbers, security is maintained at all 
limes. 

The lieutenant took his cue and started 
deploying his men. He placed his ma­
chine gun in a position to cover a wide 
arc. Two other men with grenade launch­
ers covered the flanks, while an anti­
personnel mine dominated the main 
access route through the bush towards 
the waterhole. 

It was early in the day when the patrol 
first heard of the possibility of a Swapo 
unit in the area. Within 15 minutes every 
man was in his position, waiting and 
alert. By noon, one of the men indicated 
that he had used all his water. Could he 
move forward to get some more? The 
reply .vas a terse negative from the NCO. 

The only movement was a relay of men, 
one hour at a time, who scurried up an old 
baobab tree which served the squad, 
somewhat inadequately, as an impro­
vised observation post . If anything was 
spotted, the observer in the OP would 

·throw down his cap to attract attention 
and would then evacuate the position 
with as little noise as possible and report 
what he had seen. It went without saying 
that the men would climb down on the 
nearest side of the old tree. 

Author on operational flight in SAAF 
chopper just south of southern border 
of Angola. Was first journalist to obtain 
unrestricted access to region. 
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The odds were in favor of those who 
were doing the waiting, the lieutenant 
noted, but there were many imponder­
ables. He soon found that the worst of 
these was time. 

Two hours later, the sun still beat down 
out of a cloudless sky on the exposed 
soldiers. By now even the lieutenant 
would have traded half his spare am­
munition for a canteen of the dirty, brack­
ish water in the nearby waterhole. But no 
one moved. Within the confines of their 
self-imposed immobilization the soldiers 
were now being bothered by horseflies 
which seemed as big as sparrows and the 
occasional tsetse fly. 

Now a small herd of eland moved 
sedately down the path leading from the 
border. Circumspectly, the eland ap~ 
proached water, drank and moved on 
again , totally unaware of the human pre­
sence so close to them. The lieutenant 
was pleased: his men had hidden them­
selves well . 

The lieutenant's lungs screamed for a 
cigarette, but he knew that Swapo 
trackers could pick up the whiff of tobacco 
smoke in this open bush country, often 
from several miles away. 

Gradually the sun moved across its 
orbit and started settling in the west. 

It was not quite twilight when, sudden­
ly, a cap landed next to the Lieutenant as 
he lay in a tangle of brush. He looked up 
and saw the youngest member of the 
patrol frantically scrambling down the old 
tree; one of the other men, jabbing at him 
angrily with his rifle, whispered savagely 
about the noise he was making. 

.. Sir," gasped the "Troopie," as he 
dropped to the ground. "Coming this 
way ... and they're wearing uniforms." 
The youngster's eyes were wide and he 

was breathing heavily. "What color?" 
asked the lieutenant. "Can't see, sir . .. 
but they're armed," said the young 
soldier. 

It could only be the Swapo unit. Lieu­
tenant Dougall dispatched a man on his 
hands and knees to inform the NCO who 
was lying in wait up front. Within 15 
minutes it was dark. Excitement within 
the unit ran at fever pitch. Each man 
peered anxiously over the sights of his 
rifle; every one of them imagined 
shadowy movement in the unsure light. 

Still they waited. No one said a word, 
the soldiers only too aware that if the 
unit's presence became known, they 
might well become the hunted instead of 
the hunters. 

An hour went by. Nothing. Adrenalin 
pumped thickly through the,lieutenant's 
veins. Others around him, he could see, 
were equally tensed and expectant . The 
silence was oppresive. 

Night had long since enveloped the 
scene when suddenly all ears pricked at a 
sound to the left, well away from the 
approach path. There was a light crunch, 
as if a foot had snagged on a protuding 
branch or log. 

Immediately the men prepared them­
selves. The lieutenant w.as not altogether 
surprised that the intruders had not 
approached the waterhole directly. 

Suddenly a loud crack punctuated the 
night as a branch was ripped from a tree; 
then more heavy footfalls, closer this 
time. "What the hell! " the lieutenant 
muttered. It was clear to the men lying in 
ambush that this new disturbance was 
certainly not being created by terrorists. 
The next moment the man on the left 
flank, contrary to orders, materialized out 
of the gloom. 

"You idiot, de Jager, you might have 
got shot. What are you trying to do, 
coming on us like that?" De Jager, his 
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face ashen, directed only one word at the 
lieutenant. "Elephants !" 

De Jager had been lucky that night. 
One moment all was quiet; the next a 
herd of about 20 elephants had cut him 
off from the patrol. What was worse, he 
could hear more elephants following , and 
he was lying directly between them and 
the waterhole. 

It was now impossible to hold the posi­
tion, and the NCO ordered the men to a 
small clearing. adj acent to the waterhole. 
That way, at least, the elephants could 
see there were humans about without 
stumbling upon them by accident and 
perhaps charging in fright. 

For that night, at any rate , the war for 
eight South African soldiers was over. At 
firs t light a small reconnaissance detach­
ment scoured the area for traces of the 
enemy . What they fo und had sobering 
implications for those who had lain in am­
bush the previous night. 

Footprints, not more than a few hours 
old, led to within a few hundred yards of 
the waterhole. Here the terrorists , about 
eight in number, had waited, possibly for 
several hours , before fi lling their water 
bottles. 

It is known that no Swapo unit will 
move into an area without first reconning 
the terrain and this is obviously what the 
terrorists had been doing when the 
elephants blundered from the bush and 
disclosed the presence of the South 
African troops. 

The war along the northern fringes of 
South West Africa is different from any 
other yet experienced by South African 
forces in this century. As a conflict it has 
all the ingredients of the classical guerril­
la struggle; there are government forces 
and there are the locals , some for the 
terrorist cause , others against it. 

This is also a waiting war . The insur­
gent is aware that he can bide his time 
and strike at will; the defender must 
remain on the alert and counter each and 
every move as and when he finds them. 
There can be no letting up, for any respite 
can only be regarded by attackers and 
locals as a sign of weakness on the part 
of the defender. 

More important, the. insurgent is not 
disturbed by casualties. He is aware that 
his own people have been moulded to the 
implicit will of the movement; they are 
faceless and, in many instances , their 
true aspirations are rarely considered, 
much less known. 

When a terrorist is killed in action, his 
loss is regarded as a necessity , a gesture 
for the revolution . 

It is different when South African 
forces suffer a loss . The casualty's name, 
and very often his picture , is identified 
by the masses, for he is part of a society 
that finds its succor in traditions dating 
back centuries. When an individual dies, 
a proportion of that society mourns, for 
it has always been that way with South 
Africans. 

Low intensity operations along the 
borders are different from those else­
where in the world . In Rhodesia the 
enemy seeks to be identified. He operates 
from fixed bases , in Mozambique, 
Zambia, and Botswana , and often in large 
groups. Ih Vietnam, two powers clashed, 
using every means at their disposal to 
achieve victory. But along the northern 
frontiers of South West Africa, conflict is 

South African Panhard armored cars on patrol in bush 
country. Panhards carry 90mm main guns which proved ef-

fective against Soviet-made tanks, operated by Castro Cubans 
during Angola conflict. 



South Africa "troopies" on patrol in swamp country adjacent 
to Angolan border. South Africa troops have to operate in 
wide variety of terrain, climates. 

essentially of a low intensity, protracted 
nature which the insurgents have geared 
for the purpose of wearing down morale 
both at the front and at home. 

Swapo, operating from Marxist Ango­
la, sees its operations as part of the pro­
cess of eradicating morale and causing 
the South African public to question the 
reason why large bodies of men should be 
kept economically inactive in situations 
where very few of them ever make direct 
contact with the enemy. 

hostilities dictates that there are no 
longer two clearly demarcated opposing 
forces, but rather a series of conflicts 
which are largely economic, psychologi­
cal, and anti-social. 

This is a war in which a group of insur­
gents will arrive at an African village 
after dark and murder anyone there 
who has been even remotely associated 
with established authority, in this case, 
the government. Brutal retribution is 
handed out to local blacks for trivial 

Few of the critics of this kind of war- "offenses" such as treating cattle at a 
fare are aware that the very nature of government dip, or visiting the local 

clinic to seek treatment for a sick child. 
SA "troopie" armed with WW II Bren 
LMG, an old, but still effective weapon. 

For a villager to have a member of the 
family in government service is invariably 
a capital "crime." The death sentence is 
usually carried out in the back of the kraal 
to the staccato rattle of Soviet-supplied 
AK-47 automatic carbines. 

There are other implications in this 
continuing struggle for survival in an 
alien land that has remained virtually un­
changed for millenia. 

One of the biggest problems facing 
South African border forces is the identi­
fication of the enemy, an issue compli­
cated by the fact that the insurgent is 
usually as black as the local friendly 
natives , and he speaks the same lan­
guage. 

Furthermore, the presence of _a terror­
ist in a village is not often reported.· If a 
local tribesman does tell the authorities 

' that a Swapo militant has taken up resi­
dence at his kraal, there is every likeli­
hood that a day, a month or even a year 
later, that same kraal will be visited by 
friends of the detained or dead man and 
the entire village will be razed and all its 
inhabitants -men, women, and child­
ren- massacred. 

This is not idle conjecture. Such inci­
dents have happened in the past. They 
will occur again , often, for such is the 
tragedy of this kind of unconventional 
warfare: unarqied civilians caught in the 
cross-fire of two opposing forces. Fortu­
nately, ho~ever, the level of cooperation 
between local blacks and members of the 
security forces remains high. 

Security force patrols rarely go out in 
strength without a doctor or a veterinary 
surgeon. A call at a village might result in 
all the local cattle being injected against a 
new strain of cattle flu that has spread 
from across the Angolan border, or all the 
dogs being inoculated against rabies. Or 
the doctor might try to check the level of 
trachoma among village children . There 
is an incredibly high incidence of this eye 
disease throughout southern Angola and, 
more recently, as a result of the influx of 
refugees from Angola , the northern 
reaches of"South West Africa. 

There are other duties a patrol might 
perform. One unit with whom I spent 
some days in the operational area inclu­
ded a soldier who excelled in repairing 
water pumps. Another detachment 
boasted an agricultural expert who made 
considerable effort to improve the crops 
cultivated by a nearby village. 

Meanwhile, the war goes on. Matters 
are not _eased by the fact that, soldiers 
being soldiers , there are few real secrets 
when there are people about who are 
tryipg to kill you , or at least maim you 
and your buddies with landmines . 

For this reason, the real or imagined 
presence of a terrorist stronghold or 
training base just across the Angolan or 
Zambian borders makes for real frustra ­
tion, especially when a unit has lost two 
or three trucks in a week to mines laid at 
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night. Time and again I heard the cry: 
"Let's go after them, we know where 
they are." But it is not to be, for any 
cross-border operation will inevitably 
spill over into the realm of international 
politics. 

Terrorist incursions into South West 
Africa, when made, rarely last longer 
than a few hours. The terrorists lay their 
mines and their increasingly sophisticat­
ed booby traps-some of them distinctly 
reminiscent of Viet Cong devices-and 
then scurry back across the thin demarca­
tion line before dawn. 

The fact that a fairly large region run­
ning parallel to the frontier has been de­
clared a "no-go" area in which locals are 
not allowed without permission, rarely 
intimidates terrorist transgressors. 
"They come at night and lay their mines. 
In the morning we follow their footsteps 
out again. There is nothing we can do," 
commented Commandant Derek Franz, a 
Citizen Force officer from Cape Town 
who was doing his third three-month tour 
of border duty in the past two years when 
I stayed at his camp about 10 miles from 
the frontier. 

What of the future? It is clear that if 
South Africa pulled out from South West 
Africa tomorrow the result would be a 
massive insurgence from across the 
frontier, probably with Cuban and Soviet 
support. It could result in another 
Angolan debacle with resulting total 
chaos and huge loss of life. 

Some say that while the South Africans 
have the Cubans as their neighbors along 
the Kunene River (the Angolan border), 
they .would be inviting them to join them 
as partners along the Orange River 
almost 1000 miles to the · south if they 
were to withdraw from where they are 
today. Then the war will be on the 
borders of South Africa proper, a 10-year 
tactic projected by the already radical 
Organization of African Unity (OAU). 

Overdramatic? Perhaps. But going 
purely by the track record during the past 
two years in Angola, the likelihood of 
more communist involvement in southern 
Africa is there. 

Of that even the most sanguine obser­
ver can be sure. 

South African Army physician treating 
tribal woman during routine patrol. 
Many natives come to villages for treat­
ment of their ailments due to shortages 
of doctors in southern Africa. Note 
Uzi SMG carried by physician. 

SA position overlooking Zambian border near Caprivi. This 
particular outpost has been target of several attacks. Note .50 
cal. Browning heavy machine gun. 
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BOUNTY 
HUNTING. 
IN 
AFRICA 
by WyaH Earp Jr. 
We moved quickly, altnost at a jog, in 

order to reach our ambush position before · 
sunset. The three of us were in single file , 
15 to 20 meters apart, FNs at the ready, 
"jungle" slings keeping the weight on 
our shoulders. Our packs slapped and 
dug into our backs, and I felt sweat soak­
ing through my shirt. 

When one of my partners turned his 
face toward me, I saw tracks of sweat 
making little rivers through the dust map 
of his face . They were as hard pressed as 
I. Their heads rotated from side to side as 
they moved, looking for suspicious signs. 
I also turned, frequently walking back­
ward to scan our rear. 

We paralleled but stayed off the trail, 
since our boot tracks would · be too 
distinctive. We did not want to announce 
our presence until we were ready. Oc­
casionally, we saw terrorist boot prints on 
the trail. During an Intelligence briefing 
that afternoon, workers on the ranch 
indicated that terrorists and rustlers 
frequently used a specific waterhole, 
usually at dusk. 

John, Bob and I had just completed a 
four-day ambush in another location. For 
six hours on·e dark, moonless night we 
had played cat-and-mouse with a large 
force that had surrounded us by accident. 
We could not see them, but we had heard 
their heavy boots , stalking us, apparently 
uncertain of our exact location. The boots 
told us they were terrorists, since in- · 
habitants in this region go barefoot or 
wear light footgear, such as tennis shoes. 
Only terrs from nearby Mozambique 
wear military boots. 

During that four day ambush o'ur first · 
contact had come as a surprise . I had 
made a tactical error by moving a few feet 
away from our position against a small 
embankment to relieve tnyself. I stood by 
a tree, stretching my cramped muscles, 
when I heard heavy booted feet moving 
through the brush. By the sound, I 
judged that two men were moving less 
than SO meters away. 

I tensed , concerned because I knew 
John and Bob couldn 't hear as well as I. 
I moved as carefully as I could to warn 
them, but thick, dry grass gave away my 
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position. The unseen men ran through 
the brush away from us. 

Bob and John indicated they had also • 
heard the footsteps. We settled back, 
certain our ambush was blown, when the 
unbelievable happened! Footsteps moved 
in all around us and we heard whispers 
and low murmuring conversations. The 
two who had run may have been point 
men who had taken off without giving 
warning, or they may have joined the 
main body, now searching for us. 

We had been hired to take out cattle 
rustlers; we knew we were now sur­
rounded by terrorists, but we had agreed 
beforehand that terrs were our job too . 

Their qiutious movement, halting, 
listening, and moving again, indicated . 
that they knew we were in the area but 
weren 't sure where . We decided to 
"take" the first one we could see, 
although we had only two loaded FN 
magazines per man and couldn't sustain 
a long engagement. However, we felt we 
could initiate contact, then break it, using 
our two grenades and relying on our 
pistols for back-up when the FNs ran dry. 

We had the advantage in knowing 
where each of our party was-within 
arm 's reach and visible to one another­
while they were spread out and wouldn't 
know friend from foe. 

One of them moved to within 15 meters 
of me. Breath coming in muffled gasps, 
my heart pounding rapidly, I slowly 
shifted my FN toward him, straining to 
see, but he moved away. 

Two Americans employed as range detectives in Africa. Man on left carries .270 
Winchester with wide 21/2X Redfield scope. He also carries a Colt .45 for night work 
and a Gerber MKll combat knife on webbing. Man on left carries 7.62 FN rifle 
9mm Browning and Randall knife. ' 

the waterhole, I was left to guard the 
packs, while John and Bob reconned 
around it. When they returned , we 
moved to within 150 meters of the water­
hole in order to set up an ambush before 
sunset, a half hour away. 

As light decreased , we would move by 
stages, reaching the rocks less than 20 
feet from the waterhole, and be under 
cover. 

Everything went according to plan for 
the first two stages. We watched and 
listened carefully, until it became too 
dark to see the waterhole from our second 
position. We eased out of our packs , tak­
ing only our FNs and pistols. I carried my 

trusty .45 and four extra magazines; the 
others had 9mm Brownings. We each had 
three or four magazines for the FNs, plus 
extra 20-rd. boxes of ammo to reload 
empty magazines. We had learned our 
lesson from the first ambush and had 
scrounged up every FN magazine we 
could find in the ranch house. 

We planned to move up to the water­
hole , our final position, and crept forward 
within arm 's reach, three abreast, John 
in the middle, Bob on the right, and me 
on the left. John stopped. 

" Do you hear that?" he whispered. 
Bob and I stopped too. I'd he-ard 

without realizing what it was , thinking, 

After three tense hours , they suddenly 
moved back, apparently to regroup 
behind our embankment. We decided to 
return to our hidden base camp, a more 
defensible position, to secure our equip­
ment. Our movement threw them off 
balance. Noise indicated we had accident- American range detectives on patrol in village near Mozambique border. Rustlers 
ally moved between two small groups and who have stolen or killed thousands of head of cattle, are now meeting effectiv~ 
the main body and they weren't sure opposition. 
which group was which. Some of them ' 
panicked, running away noisily, while 
others tried to creep away. 

For 2 1/ 2 hours we listened to the 
different groups, moving about, signal­
ling and trying to stalk us or contact one 
another. After six hours of being stalked, 
we decided to force their hand and end 
the stalemate. 

Leaving Bob at the base camp with my 
FN and extra magazines, John and I crept 
to where we heard activity. By pre­
arrangement, he threw a grenade beyond 
them; we planned to nail some of them as 
they ran toward us. I chose my Colt .45 
for this operation , since I had trained 
extensively with it and could aim it in­
stinctively. Furthermore, I trusted the 
Super Ve! hollow points to stop a charg­
ing man far better than the fulljacketed 
7.62 rounds. But when the grenade was 
thrown, they ran away from us, providing 
us with no targets. 

Now, three days later, after a second 
fruitless contact, we were racing toward a 
third ambush site . A short distance from 
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American soldier of fortune working as "range detective" in Rhodesia. He is car­
rying FN rifle and has 9mm Browning on his hip for back-up. Men such as he are 
fighting rustlers and terrorists on privately owned farms and ranches. Note mine­
proofed Land Rover with roll-over bars behind him. 
"That's the loudest impala I've ever My FN stopped firing again; I thought 
heard drinking at a waterhole!" it had jammed again and changed maga-

"At John's whisper, I' d recognized zines quickly. I did not know until later I 
what I'd been hearing. had fired dry. It jammed again and I dis-

"Canteens ! " I answered. gustedfy let go of the hand grip and swept 
I eased the safety off my FN, as the up my .4S with my right hand , still 

others did the same. We eased forward holding the rifle with my left. The .4S felt 
and heard low voices and· the canteens like a comfortable, old friend. I auto­
rattlirig. 30 meters from the waterhole, matically fired two quick shots at a dark 
we heard a dog growl. There was no time figure crouching prone on the rocks. 
to move closer. I heard a man yelling and splashing 

"Haiti" John yelled in the local dialect through the water. During our violent 
but couldn't finish with, "hands up!" assault, we'd walked most of the 30 
before several dogs attacked. meters toward our opponents. I fired five 

We heard men moving. We all fired rounds at the splashing man, quickly re­
simultaneously, John with short bursts on loading a full magazine while keeping the 
full auto, Bob and I steadily on semi-auto. last round in the chamber. Bob was also 
The dogs veered off. Our FNs roared like firing the last of his second FN magazine 
cannons, their bright muzzle flashes at the fleeing figure. 
making flash-bulb spots of brightness. He was still running when John called 
We saw flickering shadows caught like out, "Back off! Back off! We've got to re­
dancers by strobe lights. I saw flashes load! We may get hit!"' 
from my gun barrel and resultant sparks He covered us, as we quickly snatched 
flying up from bullets ricochetting off the up the empty magazines and moved back 
rock surfaces surrounding the waterhole. to our packs. We reloaded the magazines, 
I used the flashes and sparks to adjust my then searched for a defensive position. 
fire. Several other range detectives in an 

My FN jammed. I cleared it so smooth- ambush almost ten miles away had heard 
ly and automatically that I hardly inter- our FNs, grenade and .4S and knew at 
rupted my rate of fire. once it was us . We all knew the different 

John yelled, " Duck! " sound between terrs' AKs and good 
I crouched lower, firing steadily. His guys' FNs. When they'd heard my .4S 

grenade exploded SO meters in front of they figured we were in trouble, but we 
us, an incredible throw. (John was an ex- were still on our own until late the next 
baseball pitcher with powerful arms.) I afternoon , when a Land Rover, with as 
couldn't hear in my left ear, but I was many men aboard as could be rounded 
working too intently to give it other than up, made its way· to a prearranged 
passing notice until later. rendezvous. 
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In the morning, we reconnoitered the 
waterhole and found equipment and 
three bodies , later identified as part of a 
larger group camped nearby. They had 
been drawing water. The man on the 
rocks had two .4S caliber bullet holes 
approximately l 1/2 inches apart in his 
heart and an FN round had gone through 
his head. Another man had been killed 
instantly by the grenade. The third had 
crawled SO meters into the bush with 
four or five FN rounds in him, before 
dying. The man who had been running 
through the water was never found. 

Cattle rustling in Rhodesia has recently 
reached epidemic proportions . Although, 
historically, it has Jong been practiced by 
all races in Africa, in Rhodesia it has a 
new twist. Rhodesian terrorists , having 
suffered defeat after defeat from the 
regular Rhodesian Army, have turned to 
a new and safer target: the Rhodesian 
economy. 

The majority of African tribesmen in 
Rhodesia live on Tribal Trust Lands, 
approximately SO% of Rhodesian land. 
The remaining land is open to private 
ownership or game reserves, with much 
of it in the hands of white Rhodesian 
cartels or private citizens. 

Since receiving control of the TTLs 
(similar to U.S. Indian reservations but 
ruled by the inhabitants with far greater 
autonomy), tribal groups have disregard­
ed game control, land management and 
proper grazing techniques. As a result, 
all wild game, up to and including song­
birds , has been eliminated from the land,­
available grass has been overgrazed, and 
the land is virtually barren. Tribesmen 
have to look to white-managed farms and 
ranches to solve their basic food needs . 

By attacking these farms and ranches , 
terrorists seek three objectives. The first 
is to bankrupt the Rhodesian economy. 
Produce from ranches · and farms brings 
in much-needed foreign cash , since 
Rhodesia is a self-supporting agricultural 
society, exporting meat to other African 
countries, which, like the Tribal Trust 
Lands, can't get it together enough to 
raise the food needed for their own 
people. Rustling or destroying cattle and 
attacking the ranchers themselves cuts 
off this needed portion of the economy, 
bringing Rhodesia 's government closer to 
collapse. 

Secondly, eliminating cattle means 
starvation. As food begins to run out; 
black Africans on TTLs will be ready to 
join "revolutionary" forces out of des­
peration . If the government can 't provide 
for them, the terrorists feel the indi­
genous personnel must turn tc!J them. 

Finally, as white-managed farms and 
ranches are driven out of business and 
abandoned, as is now happening in parts 
of Rhodesia, terrorists use the land for 
propaganda, saying they have " liberat­
ed" it from white managers for use by 
black Rhodesians . 

These terrorist goals are short-sighted. 
Although their tactics effectively damage 
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the white-ruled Rhodesian government, 
their long-term effects on Rhodesian 
society and economy are terrifying. If 
the terrorists take over a society with a 
ruined economy and inherit a govern­
ment unable to feed its people , they will 
also inherit the seeds of their own de­
struction, since the people will blame the 
new government when starvation con­
tinues. 

Furthermore , ifthe only large source of 
qualified management personnel, the 
whites , are driven from the country, the 
future of Rhodesia will be comparable to 
the 15-year reign of terror and chaos that 
dominated the Congo (Zaire) from the 
1960s on. 

Thus , the problem of rustling in 
Rhodesia has assumed drastic propor­
tions. The Rhodesian Army, busy dealing 
with terrorist attacks, cannot cope with 
what at first glance appears to be a 
"police" problem. Rustlers, encouraged, 
supported , and joined by terrorists , have 
grown bolder in the past few months . 
Several farms and ranches have been 
driven out of business , while others are 
ready to quit. One ranch started 1977 
with over 25 ,000 head of cattle . By 
August, it had barely 10,000 left. 

Initially, farmers, ranchers, and their 
workers attempted to patrol their proper­
ty , working cattle and carrying arms to 
protect themselves and their animals. But 
this was not sufficient. 

Professionals must be dealt with by 
professionals . Workers and managers 
hadn ' t the experience , nor could they 
spare the time to fight professional 
rustlers and terrorists . Little by little , 
professional warriors / soldiers of fortune 
were hired . Although most had military 
or police experience, the quality of the 
first groups hired was spotty. 

Farmers and ranchers, like many 
businesses buying security for the first 
time , thought they could hire the cheap­
est "FN-operators" available (named 
after the Belgian-designed auto rifle 
which they carried). ln most cases, 
ranches got what they 'd paid for: no­
thing. 

But over the last few months, ranchers 
have learned that for the best results, you 
hire experienced, competent individuals. 
Gradually , the inept have been weeded 
out and have been replaced with experts 
in guerrilla and counter-guerrilla opera­
tions. Salaries have risen and, as appli­
cants appeared , their records were 
scanned for examples of past combat 
experience-not just military service but 
active combat. Veterans of elite forces, 
such as U.S. Special Forces, Rhodesian 
Selous Scouts or Special Air Services, 
British S.A.S. with experience in North­
ern Ireland , professional hunters and 
trackers have been hired. 

History, we are told, repeats itself, and 
American history has its parallels to con­
temporary Rhodesia. In the 1880s and 
'90s in various western territories, 
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rustlers got the upper hand over ranch­
ers , who at first tried to stop them them­
selves or with their own ranch hands. 
When they realized they could not cope 
with the problem they began to look for 
professional manhunters. The most 
experienced veterans of the 10-year cam­
paigns against Apache guerrillas were 
hired, as were ex-Pinkerton agents, and 
noted lawmen. Large ranches hired their 
own personnel , while smaller ranchers 
relied on cattlemen's associations which 
loaned their professionals out on an as­
needed basis . 

Men such as Charlie Siringo, Whisper­
ing Smith , and Tom Horn became quiet 
legends as they pursued their grim pro­
fessions. Their equally famous opponents 
turned to more lucrative pursuits as cattle 
rustling became more dangerous. Butch 
Cassidy, Harry Longbaugh (''the Sun­
dance Kid") and the like were the men 
who worked the other side of the fence. 

Countless battles between '' range 
detectives ," as the security men were 
called, and rustlers went unrecorded but 
had a telling effect on U.S. western 
history as cattle rustling was reduced 
from its monstrous proportions to the 
status of a minor problem . Justice was 
usually a .45 Colt bullet or a tight noose 
on a short rope. 

Today's "range detectives" are fight­
ing the same kind of battle in various 
African countries , most notably in 
Rhodesia. Like their American counter-

parts , many carry the Colt .45 as a per­
sonal side arm , but today 's weapon is 
semi-auto instead of single action . Most 
carry the 9mm Browning, due to availa­
bility of ammunition. Weapons range 
from 7.62 caliber FN semi and full-auto 
rifles to 9mm Uzi submachine guns , and 
shotguns. 

One of the most successful range 
detectives I know carries a 30-inch 
barreled 12-ga. Browning semi-auto shot­
gun. Loaded with #2 buckshot, it is 
lighter than FNs or Uzis with extra 
magazines, is effective in night am­
bushes , and in the event of a chase, is not 
as affected by heavy breathing and a 
pounding heart . His record of success­
ful-operations speaks for itself . 

My background and those of my two 
partners are typical. John is a Special 
Forces veteran with several tours in 
Vietnam, specializing in S.0 .G. cross­
border missions. Bob is an Australian 
with Vietnam jungle experience and I 
spent several tours in Vietnam in the 
U.S. military and have been in revolu­
tions in the Middle East . All of us had 
had jobs with good pay in our home 
countries but, finding life boring and un­
challenging , had moved to Rhodesia to 
work as range detectives for less than 
what we had earned in our peacetime 
jobs. Yet our new jobs were challenging 
and personally rewarding. 

Pay for civilian security work varies 
from place to place. One large ranch pays 



$4SO Rhodesian (approximately $700 
U.S.) per month , plus room and board, 
while another pays $7.00 Rhodesian per 
day ($11 U.S.) with a $7SO bonus for each 
rustler. Most ranches provide long guns, 
usually FN 7.62 rifles, but since some of 
these weapons are inadequate, many 
operatives bring their own guns and 
ammo. 

Contacts are escalating between 
rustlers, terrs, and security men. After 
contact between AK-47 (or AKM)-armed 
rustlers and their terrorist supporters, we 
range detectives are beginning to use 
Claymore mines and hand grenades . One 
range detective carried a Voere AR-180 
. 22 caliber full-auto machine gun with an 
1800-round-per-minute rate of fire and a 
177-round drum magazine. 

Many rustlers carry only long-bladed 
knives or bows and arrows, preferring to 
run when contact is made, while others, 
particularly those in close contact with 
terrs , are armed with the full gamut of 
Eastern bloc weapons . In addition, many 
rustlers are Frelimo soldiers from 
Mozambique, trying to strike a blow 
against Rhodesia but also compensating 
for their own government's poor manage­
ment policies which have driven their 
country to the verge of starvation. They, 
too, are heavily armed. 

The cattle security business is danger­
ous, since we never know when we may 
be the targets. Recently, on one large 
ranch, range detectives in a night am­
bu.sh near a previously used infiltration 
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Range Detective program pays off. 
One of three dead rustlers at the 
waterhole. The extraordinarily long 

route, saw several rustlers , led by a man 
in a white coat, approach their six-man 
position. 

One security man yelled, ''Halt!" 
When the rustlers ran, the six opened 

fire. Several rustlers appeared to be 
wounded but all got away. 

Their ambush position exposed, the 
detectives moved to a new spot a few 
thousand feet away. They were surprised 
to see another group of would-be rustlers, 
again led by the man in white, a highly 
unusual event, since the sound of firing, 
which could be heard for miles , normally 
ended all activity for the remainder of the 
night . 

The range detectives fired again, 
killing one rustler, then moved to a new 
ambush where the scene was repeated. In 
each case, the security men saw oppor­
tunities to follow the rustlers off the ranch 
but chose instead to set up new ambush 
positions. They engaged in five fire fights 
that night. 

Morning brought unexpected rein­
forcements to the detectives. It also 
showed that the rustlers were now 
trapped inside a S,000-acre paddock 
where a few thousand cattle had been put 
for safe-keeping. The paddock contained 
heavy brush suitable for concealment. 

The first reinforcements were a unit of 
policemen, mostly black Rhodesians on 
active reserve duty for 90 days. 

The second group, two light plane­
Joads of hunters, all had come to the 
ranch on safari. These nine men, with 

gren(!de throw resulted in this KIA. 
All three were armed. Note police­
man's camouflaged FN rifle. ....,_ ....... 

telescopic-sighted high-powered rifles, 
covered one end of the paddock. Range 
detectives and African police covered all 
other exits, while the pilots flew search 
patterns over the area . The surviving 
rustlers tried to break through police 
lines and Jost several men in the process. 

Later analysis indicated that this was 
no ordinary raid . The rustlers ' persist­
ence and their tactics pointed to an in­
escapable conclusion: they were trying to 
lure the range detectives off the ranch 
into their own ambush. Tracks of SO-man 
terrorist groups had been seen frequently 
on the ranch, coming from the direction 
of Mozambique. The detectives had 
assumed it would only be a matter of time 
before they made contact with one of 
these groups . 

Sheer luck had swelled their numbers 
to over SO men the day the terrs apparent­
ly tried to turn the tables. These range 
detectives had earned quite a reputation, 
since they had killed eight rustlers/ terrs 
in five weeks. This particular ranch is a 
prime target for terrs, according to intelli­
gence reports. In Rhodesia ranches are 
singled out by terrs, and then rustlers 
and/ or terrs concentrate on raiding them 
until they go under. 

Security teams at varous ranches and 
farms vary from three to a dozen men, 
who do most of their work at night, 
when the majority of rustlers and terror­
ists strike. Some teams wait until cattle 
are stolen or killed, then try to track the 
perpetrators from the scene of the crime. 
If the rustlers or terrs make it back to 
TTLs ahead of range detectives, the race 
is over. Only the army can enter ITLs. 
By the time the army arrives, the trail is 
usually too "cold" to follow. 

A more widely used method involves 
setting up ambushes on likely infiltration 
routes. Good intelligence is provided by 
ranch workers who realize that their jobs 
may be lost due to rustling and who also 
fear terrorists, since blacks form the 
majority of terrorist victims in Rhodesia. 

Using this information, and frequently 
aided by the active participation of black 
ranch workers, we have been doing very 
good work in the past few months. 

Until the terrs are forced out of the 
rustling business, this mini-war within a 
war will continue. The range detectives 
are almost all there is between the 
Rhodesian people and the grim prospect 
of agricultural ruin and nationwide 
starvation. 
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*SPECIAL* 
* LIMITED OFFER * 

Individually Crafted And Num­
bered Soldier Of Fortune Belt 
Buckles In Solid Bronze For 
Only.$14.95. 

These buckles are made by Lost Wax Products . 
Each buckle is made in wax and the wax is 
placed in a mold , then melted out of the mold 
and the moulten bronze is poured in, after 
which each bronze buckle is individually 
polished and numbered . The Buckles were 
designed by W . R. Vielehr, and carved by 
E . K . Field , both of whom are nationally 
exhibiting sculptors . 

ORDER YOUR COLLECTOR'S 
ITEM TODAY 

Send Check or Money Order to: 
PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 
PO BOX 693 DEPT SF 
BOULDER COLORADO 80306 

Want to take away my gun ? 

Come and get it. 

The shirt that says it all! 

T-shirts: Gun with message in black 
on top quality white shirt. Sizes: Med., 

Lg. , XL. 55.50 Each, Post Paid 

• 
Bumper stickers: Gun with a mes­

sage is available on a dayglo bumper 
sticker for 75¢ Each or 2 per 51, 
Post Paid. 

DEALER INQUIRIES INVITED 

John C. McPherson 
P.O. Box 35188 

Houston, Tx 77035 

The Atchisson Mark 11.22 rimfire converter. 

MINI · HOLSTER 

Clips on pants; sup­
ports gun INSIDE w a ist­
band - Model s for 
revolv ers , autos & 
derringers ..... . . $3.50 

MINI· CASE 
Holds six 38 / 357 or fi v e 
44 spl / mag . cart ridges- • . 

PlO for Belt or · ·. · 
pocket . . . . .. $2.00 

PlOC with Clip on 
Back for Beltless Pants , 
Pocket Edges , etc. $2.50 

MAXI · HOLSTER 
The full , INSIDE holster 
design affords max ­
imum coverage of the 
weapon. 

Mdl. 39 -S&W 39 and 
59 ; Colt Commanders 

.......... $5.98 
Mdl. 45 -Government 

45 's . . ...... $5.98 
Mdl. 36 - S&W, Charter 
Arms 5 shot, 2" ba r. 
revolver ...... . . $5.98 

4-D Products of Inmont Porva i r at you r 
Dealer or send Check or Mone y O rder to : 

4· · D, Inc . 

Duplicate the firing capabilities of the Ar 15 or M-16A1 without 
duplicating the costs! This device enables conversion in seconds 
without the use of tools. 
• Eliminates overpower & needless expense when train ing in 

indoor or outdoor ranges! 
• Ideal for special mi li tary missions or police swat team operations' 
• Comes in handy, sturdy, compartmentalized molded plastic case 

useful for storage between training sess ions! 
• Decreases "Weapon fami lia rization train ing time! 
• Not a firearm -may be shipped or carried without 

restriction' 
• Allows 12 times the practice for the same costs! 
• Entire unit has only 10 parts. sans magazine ! 
• Uses easi ly ava ilable .22 l.r. ammunition! 

Brochure Available on Request 

KIT AVAILABLE 
TWO WAYS: 

KIT No. 1- Mark II semi· 

1 automatic 10rd. $7995 magazine (standard I 

KIT No. 2 - Mark 11 selective 
fire30rd. sggss 

magazine (standard)" 

•(30 round magazine standard 
equipment with selective fire 
device only) 

SHOOTS 12 ROUNDS OF .221.r. RtMFtRE FOR THE COSTS OF ONE 5.56 mm . C OM BAT R O UND! 

inn---nnm 
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RHODESl~S WA~ 
IS YOlJlt WA~ 

Courage Not 
Compromise 

#87 

Integrity, Duty, 
Honor, and Country 

#63 

T-Shirts, Posters, Bumper Stickers 
$5.95 per Shirt 2 or more $5.50 
$3.50 per Poster 2 or more $3.00 
$1.00 per Bumper Sticker 2 or more .75 

TERRORISM 

STOPS 

HERE 

Please_state size and quantity by order num­
--------------1 ber. Satisfaction guaranteed. All items post-1-------------­
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#101 Rhodesia's War 
Is Your War 

#67 CIA Staff 
Arlington, VA. 

paid . Dea ler's inquires invited. Illustrated 
catalog $1.00. 

Now Availab le: CIA T-Shirts 
Show People Where You Stand 

#102 Terrorism Stops 
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Camp Peary 
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ARMY 

SOLDl.l: IR .Of 
FORTUNE 

c A B 
S,f) I~ 'l!SllIIrl,S $5.f)5 1~11(;11 

100 % PRE SHRUNK COTTON PLEASE INCLUDE 70¢ _POSTAGE 

()lll)l~ll 'l,()l)ilY EACH ITEM 

FROM: Phoenix Associates 
PO Box 693/De_pt SF 
Boulder CO 80306 

NAME _____________ _ 

ADDRESS ___________ _ 

CITV ____ STATE ___ ZIP ___ _ 

T Shirt letter, size and quantity 

XL · L M S QUANTITY 

~ 1111 

SOLDIER OF FORTUNE 



BY THOMAS MAC GREGOR · 
Lathered horses, carrying weary men 

in sweat-stained uniforms, pushed hard 
through heavy bush under a strength­
sapping sun. Their bodies, slumped in 
McClellan-type saddles, flowed with the 
movement of their jaded mounts: eyes 
and ears alert, rifles held at the ready. 
Hostiles were near. They had cut the trail 
several hours before and were pushing 
hard to intercept the enemy, who was on 
foot, before he escaped across the border 
to safety. 

One would think the above scenario 
was lifted from a Class B western of 
years ago. Not so! In fact, it's a descrip­
tion of a common operation carried out by 
the only mounted infantry unit in recog­
nized military service in the West - the 
Rhodesian Grey' s Scouts. 

The original Grey's Scouts were a 
volunteer mounted unit which formed 
part of the Bulawayo Field Force raised in 
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1896 at the beginning of the Matabele 
rebellion. Initially, the Grey's Scouts 
served in Matabeleland but with the 
spread of the native rising, elements of 
the unit found themselves committed. to 
operations in eastern Rhodesia. 

The founder of the Grey's was George 
Grey, son of Colonel G. H. Grey, and 
brother of Viscount Grey. George Grey 
came to Mashonaland in 1891 and be­
came associated with various mining syn­
dicates. He fought in the Matabele war 
of 1893, for which he received a Mata­
bele medal. In 1896 Grey was on an 
inspection visit to mining properties of 
Bulawayo Syndicate near the Shangani 
River when he learned of the murder of 
settlers which signalled the start of the 
Matabele rising. 

With considerable luck, he was able to 
evade the Matabele and return to Bula­
wayo on the 26th of March, where, in 

the words of the famous scout, S. C. 
Selous, ''Mr. Grey got together 23 good 
men and started back for the Tokwe that 
same evening. These men formed the 
nucleus of a force which had done splen­
did service in the suppression of the 
present rebellion under the name of the 
Grey's Scouts . They were a picked body 
of men and neither the name nor their 
brave deeds will ever be forgotten in 
Rhodesia." 

Although the fh:st Grey's Scouts were 
in existence for only a short period of 13 
months, these were months in which the 
unit saw much action. In 1897 the London 
Gazette, quoting from a dispatch written 
by Major General Sir F . Carrington, 
K.C.M.G., said, " Captain George Grey 
raised a very efficient troop of mounted 
men which under his leadership did much 
good service in the early part of the 
campaign." 

43 







Now, almost 80 year's later, the Grey's After proving their success in these re-
Scouts have again become part of the supply operations, the Gvey's were .used 
Rhodesian forces and in so (loing assume . in follow-up operations. Mounted track­
the mantle of tradition and high ideals f ers would pursue fleeing terrorist units 
held in the past by Capt .. G€orge Grey before they could escape over the boFder. 
and his hard riders. Today's mounted Today this is their first job: to find ter.ror­
infantry unit came into being, following ist tracks, assess their age , and if worth 
the disastrous rains of 1973174 when following up, close with t:he enemy as 
Rhodesian Security For.ces founc;I that quickly as possible. As they approach the 
they had serious transport difficulties terrorists, they radio for instructions. 
in the border areas where terr.orists were Occasionally they· move in for the kill but 
operating. There w.ere few i;9a,ds in these generally a "fire force" (helicopter­
areas and vehicles resupplying isolated borne commandos) is flown in for mop-up 
base camps were continuously getting operations. 

'bogged down. It was suggested that Following nearly a year of intensive 
horses could be used for these difficult il'ials , the unit got the official go-ahead in 
resupply operations. July 1975 and established their head-

Their success was immediate. In one quarters at Inkomo Barracks near 
early operation vital supplies were moved Salisbury. lnkomo .Barracks, he,!Tle of the 
over 43 kilometers of rugged countryside Grey' s, the tracker Selous Scouts; and 
in one day. Experiments were continu- other specialized units of the Rhodesia11 
ously b€ing carried .out to. ascertain the Army, is a dt).sty, sprawling area of half­
best types of packs to use and tile most built barracks, dining halls, lei;ture 
suitable kinds of animals to use them on. rooms, billets and stables. In the corner 
Their kit today is the result of this· experi- used by ·the Grey's, quarters are built 
mentation. Saddles, .for exa.mple, are th.e aroupd a square of sofid fen~e with a 
old McClellan variety used by the U.S. huge flag .pole on a mound in the center. 
cavalry, buttheir.frame is fiberglass. The . It js .):'eminiscent Of the old cavalry forts 
Grey's Scouts prefer farm horses called that are featured in so many W,estern 
"Boereperd" of about 15 hands high, movies. Initially, the unit had no perm.a• 
between. four and eight years old. They nent buildings but was housed temporari­
also like Hackling ·crosses and American ly in tents. They took it up0n themselves 
saddle ci::osses. But they'll employ a~y to acquire the materil!IS and in their off­
breed that will stand up under the hard- duty hours built permanent quartei;s. 
ships. Stables, farrier shops, saddlery and 
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The Grey's most important job: find terrorist 
tracks, assess their age, and if worth following, 
close with enemy as quickly as possible. 

·,;I 

Recently a patrol came upon tracks of 
larg~ number of terrorists. tracked them 

· harness rooms, paddocks, and all other 
needs of the mounted unit have been con­
structed by the men themselves and 
continuous improvements are being 
inade. 

The unit now officially' designated as 
Grey's Scouts is commanded by Maj. 
Tony Stephens, who originally came to 
the unit to fulfill his annual call-up 
commitment and was so impressed that 
he promptly signed up for a three-year 
short service commission. 

He is proud to command this highly 
effective, specialized unit. 

"We have people of all types and 
nationalities in this unit. They are a mix 
of regulars , national service men,' and 
,yolunteers. We only take volunteers who 
can ride, because they are only here for 
their 28-day stint, and obviously we 
cannot afford the time to train people who 
are only with us for such a short period. 
On the other hand, we will take regulars 
who have no previous riding experience 
because we can take tlme to train them, 
knowing that they will be with us on a 
permanent basis.' ' 

Sgt. Roy Elderkin, a senior instructor 
with the unit, was working as a manager 
on a farm adjacent to Ink0mo when he 
noticed the influx of the Grey's horses . 

· He inquired as to what was happening, 
found out, and promptly signed up. Prior 
to immigrating to Rhodesia some five to 
six years ago, Sgt. Elderkin spent six 
years as an instructor with the elite 
King· s Troop of the Royal Horse Artillery 
in England. 

''One of the i;easons that this unit 
(Grey 's Scouts) works so well is that 
everyone is so keen," he said. "We get 
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for several hours, overtaking them before 
they could escape over border. 

lots of volunteers and some of them don't 
fit in but we have never had to ask anyone 
to leave. They realize they're n6t cut o"ut 
for what we do and they ask to be trans­
ferred to another unit. The volunteers 
who come in to do their annual call-up are 
a great bunch and of course they all have 
riding experience. At the moment we 
have a group of jockeys doing their 28 
days with us and their experience is 
enormously useful when it comes to 
breaking in new mounts.'' 

The deputy commander, Major "X, ·· is 
an American, a former member of Special 
Forces, \Vho came to Rhodesia to offer his 
services and found a niche commanding 
troops. After a life-long military career 
that spans World War II, Korea. Viet­
nam , and the Congo, Maj. "X" found it 
difficult to adjust to civilian life. 

··A lot of people find greater fulfillment 
in military life than they do in civilian !if~. 
It's a sense of fulfillment as far as doing 
what I think I do best. Sbme people are 
doctors, others are lawyers, and I am a 
troop commander . . , 

Maj. "X" fought his first battles in 
Africa as a Congo mercenary in 1964. 
which he describes as "a dead loss· 
financially. 

"I violently disagree with the civilian 
concept that mercenaries are drifters .... 
Some are but a lot of them are not. Some­
one once said that being a professional 
soldier is the world's oldest profession. 
Nonetheless. I don't find any stigma 
attached to it ... 

A former instructor at the U.S. Jungle 
Warfare School, he is considered an 
expert in guerrilla strategy and is now ' 
primari ly in charge of all operational 
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aspects of the Grey's Scouts, while his 
Rhodesian commander is primarily in 
charge of training, logistics, and ad­
ministration. 

The major's experience in a variety of 
military campaigns gives him valuable 
insight into the Rhodesian war. 

"The Viet Cong," he said, "were far 
more sophisticated and in Korea the 
enemy was localized and easy to find but 
much harder to fight. Here in Rhodesia, 
the situation is generally far more 
uncertain, the conflict being basically an 
unorganized, fragmented series of 
skirmishes.'' 

Jn just over three years, the Grey's 
Scouts have established themselves as a 
spectacular and successful feature of the 
Rhodesian war - respected and feared. 
Captured terrorists have admitted to 
being scared of these men on horses. 

"Once they've found us, we can't get 
away from them," said one. 

·'The advantage our chaps have,'· said 
Maj. Stephens, "is that they can follow 
tracks for hours on horseback and then go 
to action quite fresh, with speed and 
surprise on their side." 

The Grey's are not cavalry; they are 
skilled trackers and they are mounted 
infantry. and although the unit was not 
originally thought of as a combat unit, it 
has taken part in several successful con­
tacts. Patrols vary from one to six days in 
dunrtion and patrol members carry all 
their own gear plus feed for their horses 
as well as any supplies which they are 
transporting . 

Recently. a patrol came ~pon tracks of 
a large number of terrorists, tracked 
them on horseback for several hours. and 
overtook the terrorists before they could 
escape over the border. The ensuing fire 
fight lasted for about three hours; firing 
from horseback, the patrol accounted for 
18 KIAs. They were resupplied with 
ammunition by helicopters which fol­
lowed up to lend assistance if needed. 

One of the pilots said afterwards, "It 
was incredible. Those blokes on their 
horses moved so fast that we had a job to 
keep up with them in that kind of ter­
rain." 

Two years ago, the Grey's were the 
"Donkeywallapers," the joke outfit of 
the Rhodesian Security Forces. Now, they 
have a good reputation and are re,spected 
as specialists. Friend and foe alike now 
recognize that they know how to do their 
job. 

Above: Firing from horseback, the 
patrol accounted for 18 KIAs. 

Below: Unit is now commanded by 
Maj .' Tony Stephens, who originally 
came to fulfill his annual call-up 
commitment . . . and promptly 
signed up for three-year short ser-
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INTERNATIONAL PISTOL 
SHOOTING CONFEDERATION 
WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

The World Practical Pistol Champion­
ships, called the Olympics of combat 
pistolcraft, were held 25-31 August 1977 
in Salisbury, Rhodesia. In 1976, after the 
Rhodesians won the team championships 
in Austria, they volunteered to host the 
1977 World Championships, offering 
better facilities and support than any 
other country . 

Furthermore , the Rhodesians offered 
' what few other countries could: access to 

the matches regardless of race, color, 
creed, or nationality. A number of coun­
tries , including the United States , refuse 
admission to teams from countries like 
Rhodesia or South Africa, allegedly in 
response to their "violations of human 
rights"-while saying nothing about 
representatives from such incredibily 
oppressive regimes such as Uganda, 
Cambodia , or Vietnam. 

13 national teams participated, as well 

By Dana Orenkowski 

as individuals from a number of nations. 
The U.S. ·team included U.S. Champion 
Kirk Kirkham , Ray Chapman, Leonard • 
Knight , Raul Walters, and Jerry Usher, 
all fresh from the Republic of South 
Africa National Championships, conduct-
ed the week before. The U.S. team 
members had swept the top four pl~ces 
at the South African matches and were 
eager to seize the world championship 
from Rhodesia. It was clear from the 
first day that the battle would be between 
those two national teams. 
, A superb jungle assault course was laid 
out in the rocks and ravines of the Dray­
cot Farm near the Salisbury International 
Airport. The jungle assault course con­
sisted of 12 exposed or partially hidden 
targets scattered throughout rugged 
terrain , with a gong to signal the end of 
timing for the course. Contestants were 
allowed to ''walk through' ' the course 
several times prior to running the event. 
Comstock scoring (hit score divided by 
time) was used , so that winners would 
have to shoot both fast and accurately. 
The professionalism of the shooters and 
their closely matched abilities were 
illustrated by the fact that one or two 
seconds and one or two target points 
made the difference between winning or 
losing in this event. 

The Rhodesian team used Browning 
9mm Hi-Power pistols , which gave them 
the advantage of fewer magazine changes 
throughout the match , while the U.S. 
team used .45 Colt autos, which gave 
them a slightly higher scoring advantage, 
due to the greater stopping power of the 
.45 ACP. 

. ~ '"" . .:s- ~ 
~- ~. ., 

Leather equipment varied, from cross­
draw (used by Ray Chapman) to forward 
slant, rearward slant , and a unique cross­
the-chest holster (designed and used by 
Smith & Wesson rep Tom Campbell). 
The only stipulation on leather was that it 
hold the weapon in place while the wearer 
did a backwatd somersault. If a safety 
strap was needed to hold the gun during 
this test, it would have to be used 
throughout the competition whenever the 
gun was holst~red. 

A mmunition , taken at random · from 
competitors ' magazines during competi ­
tion , was tested on a ballistic pendulum , 
with the .45 military ball ammo used as 
standard for a major caliber and 9mm 

parabellum hardball used as standard for 
a minor caliber. 

Scores were tallied at the end of each 
event and were updated frequently on a 
large board for all to see (much to the 
embarrassment of the author, who was a 
competitor) , adding to the daily tension , 
as the lead passed ~ack and forth be­
tween the Rhodesian and American 
teams . 

The Rhodesians provided an incredibly 
detailed and professional rule-and­
explanation booklet , describing indi­
vidual events , t·he minimum number of 
rounds needed, and the scoring to be 
used , which was sent to pre-registered 
competitors months in advance, allowing 
them to study and prepare mentally for 
the competition. In addition , a second 
pamphlet was provided upon arrival , 
showing when each team or individual 
would fire each event and listing trans­
portation schedules between the ranges 
and to and from downtown Salisbury. 
Events were on time as scheduled in the 
pamphlet throughout the six days of 
shooting, a phenomenal accomplishment 
to those of us who in past matches have 
waited for hours past the scheduled time 
for an event to start or finish . In spite of 
this overall adherence to time schedules , 
the Rhodesian administrators were never 
too bureaucratic to allow shooters to 
shoot in another time frame when circum­
stances prevented adherence to the 
schedule. Their professional scheduling 
coupled with sympathetic understanding 
and dealings with individuals should 
provide a lesson for bureaucrats in any 
organization . Future match organizers , 
please take note! 

The competition consisted of five / six 
events conducted over the six-day event, 
with the seventh day free for reshoots and 
the awards ceremonies . 

One of the more exciting events was 
the jungle assault course. It started with 
the shooter standing at a designated 
point with weapon holstered and his 
hands up. No targets were visible from 
the starting point. At the officials ' "go" 
signal , the shooter ran through the brush 
and over or around rocks, putting two 
shots on each target in as short a time as 
possible. The secrets of success included 
rapidly reloading while moving and 
shooting the nearer targets without 
stopping. Ten points were subtracted for 
each miss . 

This event was won by Dave Wester­
hout , captain of the Rhodesian team , in a 



blistering time of 46 seconds with 232 
points scored out of a possible 240! 

The open assault course was an event 
in which the shooter aga in engaged 12 
targets, with hits on a gong signalling the 
end of timing. In this course, conducted 
over level terrain , the shooter cou ld only 
fire from cover (nearby barricades or a 
tunnel). or while on the move. Any 
shooter who stopped to fire at a target 
whi le in the open had 10 pe nalty seconds 
added to his score. 

The course began with the shooter 
seated, his arms folded, facing two 
targets turned away from him. When the 
targets were rotated to face him , he could 
engage the m from his seated position or 
while moving forw ard. Barricades were 
placed so that valuable seconds would be 
lost with stationary shots, and the targets 
presented awkward angle shots from 
those positions. 

After engaging the first two targets , 
the shooter had to crawl through a tunnel, 
at the end of which he fJlced two more tar­
gets approximately 20 meters away . The 
next position was a barricade with three 
openings. Only one target was visible 
from each of the openings , placed at vary­
ing heights so that the shooter had to 
engage one while kneeling, one standing 
up , and one while lying pro9e. 

From that position , the shooter next 
ran to a cinderbloclc building, where he 
had to grab a rope, using it to lean around 
the corner of the building, where he 
engaged two more targets while firing 
single-handed. He or she then jumped 
over the building wall to engage another 
target from behind the barricade, then 
proceeded to another wall and repeated 
the rope trick, this time leaning around 
the left corner of the building while firing 
left-handed at two targets and the time­
ending gong. 

The urban event included a house/ 
building-clearing exercise where several 
"felon " targets were located in each of 
the buildings and usually surrounded by 
numbers of " hostage" targets. Each hit 
on a hostage target cost the shooter 10 

---J 
Four out of five of American team shooting at 50 meter point during walk-and-draw 
portion of the standard exercises. From the right, Jerry Usher, Ray Chapman, Leonard 
Knight and Kirk Kirkham. Note different styles. 

penalty points . As in the open assault 
course, the shooter started from a seated 
position and timing began when a target 
was rotated to face him . He could then 
engage targets, moving from building to 
building in any order he chose, signalling 
the end of timing with a shot on the gong. 

A particularly interesting and unique 
course of fire was the vehicle shoot, in 
which a terrorist assault on a vehicle was 
simulated. The shooter fired two strings 
at five targets and the gong, once as a 
driver and again as a passenger in the 
vehicle . The fact that Rhodesian guer­
rillas frequently ambush private cars on 
highways made it especially interesting 
to the Rhodesians, who televised the 
event. 

Originally, it was planned to have the 
car moving, but for safety it was decided 
to stage the event with the vehicle halted. 
Contestants had to keep their weapons 
holstered and face front with both hands 

on the steering wheel or dashboard until 
the starting signal was given. 

Rhodesian team captain Dave Wester­
hout amazed spectators by drawing and 
firing his 14-shot Browning for 11 aimed 
shots from the car in 7 .5 seconds 1 Ameri­
can Raul Walter's .second place effort of 
8.5 seconds is even more impresive due 
to the fact that he was firing a Colt .45, 
necessitating a magazine change during 
that string! 

A moving exercise was included in 
which the shooter had to dash across a 
10-meter space from barricade to barri­
cade, while engaging three targets of 
varying distances and heights. The 
second part of the event included a 
"running felon " event, in which the 
target moved from barricade to · barri­
cade, surrounded by "innocent by­
stander" targets . 

Another series of events included what 
practical pistol shooters calf the " stan-

American lPSC Team during competition in Rhodesia. From left to right are Kirk 
Kirkham, Raul Walters, Jerry Usher, Ray Chapman and Leonard Knight. 

Rhodesian Prime Minister Ian Smith, 
right, and ISPC President Jeff Cooper 
discuss matches . Smith was an avid 
shottist before assuming duties of PM. 
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Urban Assault Course. Shooter can only 
fire while moving or from cover. Position 
B has three separate firing points; 
Position C includes the rope described in 
the article·. 

<lard exercises." These included quick­
draw events in which the shooter was re­
quired to place one shot in a target at 
varying distances and time frames: 2.0 
meters in 1.0 second , 7 meters in 1.3 
seconds, 15 meters in 1.5 seconds , 25 
meters in 3.0 seconds, and 50 meters in 
6.0 seconds. A part of the standard exer­
cises included a walk-and-draw course 
that started at 60 meters and ended at 
seven meters with 10 shots expended. 

Variations on the Mexican shoot 
(placing a single round on each of six 
irregularly spaced targets, reloading and 
reversing the order of fire on the targets) 

""' 

Urban Assault Course. Building A is target could be seen from each position, 
position 'B in previous diagram. Photo forcing shooter to stand, kneel , and lie 
shows two of three firing positions as prone to shoot. 
Usher's body conceals third. Only one 

Urban Assault Course. Building B is at 
position C on diagram. Shooter was 
required to stand on small platform (not 
_shown) , using rope to lean around corner 
and the El Presidente were completed 
during the standard exercises . 

The last event of the match was the 
fa lling-plate event, in which six 10-inch­
diameter circular plates were placed 25 
meters away from the shooter on pedes­
tals one meter above the ground. Each 
competitor was allowed nine seconds to 

of building while shooting two targets to 
the right. Shooter then jumped over wall 
to proceed to next target. American Raul 
Walters is pictured during competition. 
hi t the plates with no more than 12 shots . 
The event was repeated for a total of 12 
plates , with each knocked-over plate 
worth JO points. The event turned into a 
tie -breaker for the Americans and 
Rhodesians. who were running neck and 
neck into the final day's competition. 
When the smoke cleared and the scores 
were tallied, the U.S . and Rhodesian 
tea~1s had earned a total of 17 ,511 points, 
yet only 41 points separated the winning 
team from the number-two team. And 
who was thatteam? 

The Rhodesians; for the second year in 
a row, won the World Championship title 
by a score of 8,776 points to . the U.S. 
team's 8, 735 . Rhodesian team captain 
Dave Westerhout won the individual title 
of World Practical Pistol Champion, 
fo llowed by Rhodesia's Peter Maunder 
and America's Raul Walters . With one 
exception, the Rhodesians and Ameri­

, cans swept th,e top 15 individual places . 

American Champion Kirk Kirkham demonstrates his search for sponsors to Rhodesia 

The championship match was opened, 
appropriately enough , by the Rhodesian 
Minister of Justice, who fired its opening 
shots . Prime Minister Ian Smith gave the 
match his seal of approval by attending 
and shooting during the falling-plate 
events. His first shot, fired with a bor­
rowed custom Browning 9mm. felled the 
first steel plate. According to various 
sources, Smith himself was an avid com-

matches, using AKM and special techniques learned while studying Jesse James in 
grade school. Actually, Kirk was sponsored by John Bianchi, of Bianchi Leather 
Goods. 
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House ClearTng Exercise. + = hostage. 
· = felon. Shooter started at car and 
attacked in any order he chose, trying 
to put two shots into each felon without 
hitting hostages. Diagrams at right show 
position of felon targets, hostages 
(silhouette target with red "X" taped on) 
and approximate angles of fire through 
doors and windows . Good time for this 
event was approximately 60 seconds. 

Team Results: 
1. Rhodesia . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 8, 776 
2. U.S .A ... . . . ... . . ... .. . .... 8,735 
3 . South Africa . .. . ....... . . ... 7,808 
4. Great Britain .. ..... ... .... . 7,437 
5 . W. Germany ... ............ 6,941 
6. Belgium ... .. . . . ... .... ... . 6,465 

Individual Standings (up to 15th place): 
1. Dave Westerhout ..... . .. 1, 960.433 

(Rhodesia) 
2. Peter Maunder . ..... . .. . 1,844.030 

(Rhodesia) 
3. Raul Walters . . ...... . .. 1,802.289 

(U.S.A.) 
4. Vidar Nakling ....... . ... 1,802.272 

(Norway) 
5. Thomas Campbell . ... .. .. 1,793 .337 

(U.S.A.) 
6. Ray Chapman ... . .. .... . 1, 778.371 

(U.S.A.) 
7. Lionel Smith ...... . ..... 1,776.675 

(Rhodesia) 
8. Jerry Usher .. .... . ... . . 1,741.721 

(U.S.A.) 
9. Ron Lerch .............. 1, 731.898 

(U.S.A.) 
10 . Leonard Knight . .. ...... 1,719.523 

(U.S.A.) 
11. Mike Dalton . . _ . . .. . ... . 1, 717.555 

(U.S.A.) 
12. Peter Boniface . : ... . ... . 1,699 .725 

(Rhodesia) 
13 . Kirk Kirkham .... : .... . . 1,693.149 

(U.S .A.) 
14. Andy Langley .... . .. . ... 1,686.869 

(Rhodesia) 
15 . Nigel Parker ..... . . .... . 1,680.271 

(Rhodesia) 
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TARGET 

HOSTAGE + 

B 

c 

DOOR tt----i1 

WINDOW 1----i 

E 

Windows 1 met re square 
sill 1metre from ground. 

All targets and hostages same height . 
That is H. Base 1m from ground . 

1 METRE 
SCALE io---1 

0 

1 METRE 
SCALE 1'-'4 

Vehicle Shoot. Jerry Usher is shown firing at one of five targets (plus a metal plate) 
from a vehicle. This course of fire simulated a not uncommon event in today's 
Rhodesia. 
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p_et_it_i~n pistol shooter until the respon­
stbthttes of state forced him to give it up. 

The Rhodesian hosts had provided the 
finest facilities and administrative 
organization ever seen by this author in a 
practical pistol match. 

During the match, several meetings 
?eter~ined that the next world champ" 
10nsh1p match of the International 
Practical Shooting Confederation (IPSC) 
would be held in South Africa in 1979. 

Above: Rhodesian team receives acco­
lades for victory at post-match banquet. 
High overall winner was David Wester­
hout, far left. 
Left: The jungle course simulated combat 
situation in which shooter was surprised 
by an ambush. As in most practical pistol 
competi.tion, score was target hits divided 
by time. 

Jeff Cooper was el~cted president of 
IPSC. For information about IPSC, write: 
Jeff Coope r. Gunsite, Paulden , AZ 86334 
U.S.A. 

After the matches. many of the com­
petitors were invited on safaris by various 
Rhodesian citizens. This became an 
unexpected bonus and was only one of 
the many gestures that made us feel like 
welcome guests in a troubled nation. 

Sponsors for the American team at the 
IP~C World Practical Pistol Champion­
ship matches include Bianchi Leather 
(Temecula, CA 92390) , the American 
Pistol Institute (Paulden, AZ 86334), 

American Handgunner (Skokie , IL 
60076), and Indio sportsmen , friends of 
Jerry Usher. 

SOUTH AFRICAN 
PRACTICAL PISTOL 

SHOOTING 

He eased through the narrow ravine 
slowly, his .45 Colt in his hand . The hot 
sun beat down on him, burning the back 
of his neck as sweat trickled under his 
collar. Suddenly, in a crevice , he saw a 
shadowy figure, camouflaged to match 
the surrounding terrain. He fired q4ickly 

· at it , once, then twice for insurance 
finishing the job. The shots reverberated 
through the eight-foot-wide ravine; he 
barely noticed the buck of the Colt auto­
matic against his hand. He looked around 
quickly. There , on a ledge above his 
head, 15 feet away, was another figure. 
He fired twice again, scoring perfect hits , 
then shot again at a third. He had one 
round left in the chamber. He punched 
the magazine out, ignoring its ground­
-ward fall as he slammed another one 
home. He backed up against a post as he 
reloaded , looking for more . 

He heard a shrill whistle. The man 
following him tapped him on the shoul­
der. 

"Clear and safe your weapon. You 've 
been killed." 

The official with the whistle was 
smiling gently as he pointed to a silhou­
e tte target stationed behind the post. 

"He'd of slit your throat by now." 
The contestant, wearing a sheepish 

grin , cleared his weapon and began the 
~alk back ~o th e assault course starting 
!me, checkmg the hits on the silhouette 
targets as he passed. 

The "jungle assa ult course" was the 
most challenging of five events staged at 
the South African National Practical 
Pistol Championship Match 20-21 
August, 1977 , near Johannesburg , S.A. 
Only three contestants out of 225 entries 
Standard Exercises. Competitor is firing 
at three targets in front . He has hit two 
targets on right and is about to fire on the 
third . He started with his back to the 
target, weapon holstered, hands high. 
Again, two hits are required on each 
taraet. 



SOF Aviation Editor, on right, on safari 
after matches. Many competitors were 
invited to hunt on various ranches after 
competition. Drenkowski bagged a kudu 
and an impala on this trip, using Czech 
.308 Brno with Redfield 2x-9x scope. 

successfully "survived·· the eight-target 
course, which emphasized combat alert­
ness. If the contestant fai led to see and 
engage a target during a specified 
exposure time, it was assumed by range 
officials that the target. simulating an 
enemy lying in ambush, would have shot 
(or knifed or blown up) the contestant in 
a real situation. This is the goal of practi­
cal pistol shooting (sometimes called 
combat shooting): to prepare the shooter 
for an actual situation in which his weap- L .. 
on may be required for defense . Team on its way to Rhodesia for the Africans have a healthy, enthusiastic 

South African events included the International Championships) taking the approach to shooting that will bear up 
jungle assauJt.(scored on targets shot and top four places in overall competition. under "growing pains. " 
accuracy), a house-clearing exercise with · The South ·African Practical Pistol According to South African National 
" hostage" silhouettes mingled with Association is relatively new, since Match organizer Jack Zall , the fact that 
target silhouettes (scored by accuracy practical shooting was only introduced in •;. to 115 of all registered practical shoot­
over time), a walk-and-draw that started Africa during the past five or six years. ers in South Africa signed up for the 
at 50 meters and culminated some 48 Since 1976, me mbership has doub led matches indicates the high level of 
shots later with variations on the "El from 500 to 1000 and, thanks to publicity enthusiasm for combat shooting in that 
Presidente" course (where three targets from the Johannesburg newspaper, country. 
are engaged, the shooter reloads and The Citizen. is achieving status and 
engages all three again), a barricade popularity unmatched in the U.S. The 
assault course scored by time only and unprecedented growth of practical 
a falling metal plate event, also scored by shooting in South Africa has been accom-
time . panied by the problems to be expected ¥Jit 

The South Africans were kind enough during rapid development, but South ?'.. 
to open their matches to foreigners . Some SOF Combat Pistol Editor and IPSC President Cooper on safari in Rh~desia after the 
10 Americans, one Australian , and one competition . Butt of his ever-present .45 can be seen on his left hip. Pictured with him 
West German actually competed , with are two trackers with bolt-action and double rifles and three soldiers with FAL rifles 
Americans (including the U.S. National who provided security during hunt. 
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Operation Mongoose, the CIA 's 
covert war against Fidel Castro, was 
in full swing in the spring of I963. 
Captain Bradley E. Ayers was ordered 
from his assignment with the U.S. 
Army Ranger Department, Fort Benning, 
Georgia, to Washington w/:tere he was 
given an opportunity to volunteer for 
an undercover assignment with the 
Agency training anti-Castro exiles at 
secret bases in South Florida. Captain 
Ayers' first task was to evaluate the 
Miami CIA Station's paramilitary train· 
in,g program. He made a tour of training 
bases and studied the existing program. 
To gain first-hand knowledge of the . 
Cubans in action, he accompanied a 
commando team on an exfiltration 
mission to Cuba. With the commandos 
and ·survivors, he made a harrowing · 
escape from a Communist shore patrol. 
Captain Ayers, in a detailed report to 
the Chief of Station, concluded that 
the existing Agency exile paramilitary 
training program was wholly inadequ.ate 
for the missions being assigned the 
inexperienced Cuban volunteers. His 
next assignment with the ''company'' 
was to revamp the entire clandestine 
field training program. Captain Ayers 
has written in detail of his mission with 
the CIA in a hardcover book titled The 
War That Never Was, published recently 
by the Bobbs-Merrill Co. and to be re· 
viewed in the next issue of SOF. Portions 
of the following article (second of a two· 
part series, the first appearing in the 
January, 1978 issue of SOF) are con· 
densed from Captain Ayers' book. 

My first mission to the coast of Cuba 
reinforced my earlier feelings about the 
Station's paramilitary training program. 
It was hopelessly inadequate. They had 
asked me to evaluate the program and 
I was now ready to make my report. Not 
only would I report my studied opinion 
but I would also make recommendations 
for improvements. 

A basic training program had to be 
developed to capitalize on the Cubans' 
strengths and overcome their short­
comings. It had to include techniques 
such as how to move silently, to camou­
flage and conceal, to move at night, etc., 
and to place emphasis on physical fitness, 
survival (seacoast and jungle), patrolling, 
and small-unit tactics. Along with this 
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by Bradley Ayers 

PARTll 
should come the early identification of 
leaders within the teams and of men with 
special skills . This basic program, within 
the time limits imposed by operational 
requirements , should be made manda­
tory for all paramilitary teams. 

I felt that the exiles viewed their case 
officers as "rich Uncle Sams," with end­
less supplies of money, guns, boats, 
cigarettes , and rum. The Americans I'd 
observed played out this role well. How­
ever, they failed in their primary respons­
ibility-helping to transform the exile 
from an untrained civilian to a capable 
guerrilla fighter or clandestine operative. 
While the typical case officer passed out 
the rum and cigarettes with enthusiasm, 
he turned over to someone else the actual 
training of his team. 

Besides a new training program, 
taught by skilled, experienced instruc­
tors , a follow-up was needed. The in­
structors could further aid the case offi­
cers by preparing post-training and agent 
evaluation reports for each team. To be of 
any value, of course, these reports would 
have to be read before the teams actually 
went to Cuba. 

In my estimation, the present program 
was too fragmented and didn't make the 
best use of time and personnel. It would 
be vastly improved if it could be consoli­
dated under one department: the most 
logical would be the training branch, co­
ordinated with the team case officers in 
the operations branch. 

Ideally , an exile team would undergo a 
complete program as follows : 

(a) Basic tradecraft, weapons, and 
map reading (two weeks). 

(b) Small-boat training, with em­
phasis on the type of craft the 
team could expect to use oper­
ationally (two weeks). 

(c) Small-unit tactics , survival, 
and physical fitness, inte­
grating instruction received in 
the first programs in simulated 
operational exercises (three 
weeks). 

(d) Specialized training in specific 
espionage techniques (given 
during the breaks in the pre­
ceding program). 

I knew that Dave, the Chief of Opera­
tions, was not going to like my evaluation 
of the present program; but I didn't 

care: I was preparing my report on orders 
for the Chief of Station, Ted Morley. 
Besides, I realized now that there was 
more at stake than my personal convic­
tions or integrity. It was the Cubans who 
were doing the dirty work, and although 
it was their homeland, the United States 
had endorsed their struggle and volun­
teered aid. As an American , I felt I had 
an obligation to aid them by pushing for 
more and better training, even if there 
were some risks involved. 

In the end, Morley saw it my way, and 
my recommendations were accepted with 
little if any modification . As I walked out 
of the Chief of Station's office , I realized I 
had just written my own initial mission 
with the Agency. Morley had ordered me 
to begin reorganization of paramilitary 
training at the Station, immediately. 

The first step in setting up the new pro­
gram was to determine exactly what 
training areas would be used. Despite 
the travel disadvantages with the Flamin­
go area and the absence of any safehouse 
facilities there, I decided to leave the 
small-boat training pretty much as it was. 
Perry , a former Navy warrant officer , had 
been conducting that training , and it was 
fundamentally sound. Given adequate 
time and the raw talent to work with ,. it 
could accomplish its objectives. Much of 
its success would depend on Perry's 
ability to maintain his own motivation and 
stand up physically to the hardships of 
the schedule. I wanted to get him a bilin­
gual assistant to help with the driving and 
maintenance of boats and provide a 
backup so that Perry could have break 
periods during the scorching days and 
long, hot, mosquito-ridden nights on the 
desolate Everglades coastline. 

Cal and Rudy, the two principal staff 
members in the training branch, did not 
want my influence in their programs that 
were conducted by Greg and Otto at the 
Quail Roost Drive safehouse. Greg would 
continue to teach basic weapons, use of 
the compass, land navigation, and other 
miscellaneous subjects, just as he had in 
the past. It was decided that his two 
weeks of instruction would be received 
first by any newly recruited exile. Otto 
and Rudy would continue to teach trade­
craft 1 , and their programs would re­
main pretty much the same. The volun­
teers would receive this training immedi-
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ately following or concurrently with their Each team or individual was usually 
instruction from Greg. · assigned by operations a specific task. 

Theoretically, after these two phases of Some would be commandos, some infil­
basic paramilitary instruction, the volun- trators . Some would go in clandestinely 
teer would have enough fundamental and live " hlack," while others might 
knowledge to go into the field . First he make a clandestine infiltration but live in 
would go to Perry, ideally spending up to the open in their home community, under 
two weeks at the Flamingo base. Follow- some sort of cover. So it was essential 
ing this we would provide him with a pro- that the instructor know something about 
gram of intensive physical conditioning how the men were to be used. This could 
and survival training, patrolling and most easily be accomplished by the case 
modified small-unit tactics , including a officer's observing the team and working 
series of realistic, practical exercises. directly with the instructor . 
Those exiles whose primary function When I' d asked why case officers sel­
involved handling larger boats and en- dom observed the training of their men, 
gines , such as the V-20, would receive Dave had become very angry and stated 
specialized training during this con- adamantly that the case officers didn't 
eluding period. Ideally, a team would have time to spend in the field . Too busy 
complete training and shortly thereafter with paperwork, security . and logistical 
embark on a mission while still some- problems, Dave claimed. There was no 
where near a peak. real solution to this problem except to 

To make the whole program truly effec- rely on the responsibility and dedication 
tive, we would have to convince the oper- of individual officers. But, to prod them 
ations people of three necessities, and I and the operations branch in general, we 
knew it wouldn't be easy, for we'd be had to set up a system of written training 
bucking Dave all the way. evaluations on each team and individual, 

First, operations would have to make to be prepared by each instructor as he 
teams available for an adequate period of completed his phase of the program. 
time. In the past, case officers put teams Since the case officers usually became 
in the existing programs and took them personally involved in the quality of the 
out at their own discretion. Often the men recruited and their potential for 
Cubans got only a small portion of the success, I hoped that each officer would 
training necessary for their particular be inclined to look at his team's trainii;ig 
n1ission. I drafted a minimum. and opti- performance as a reflection of himself. In 
mum schedule for each program; Cal a great many cases it was the case officer 
would have to take a firm stand on en- who provided the real ·leadership and 
forcing it with the case officers. motivation for the Cubans, and his pres-

ence, or lack of it , in training usually had 
a considerable impact on them. The sec­
ond necessity was to develop this kind of 
conscientiousness. 

Third was the problem of maintaining 
proficiency among the exiles. Often a 
mission would have to be scrubbed just 
as a team had completed training. This 
was sometimes due to events in the target 
area and sometimes to a policy decision 
by the Special Group in Washington. 
Many times a team would sit, closeted in 
a safehouse somewhere, waiting for a 
new mission. This was demoralizing for 
the men and often resulted in loss of the 
tactical skills and physical fitness they'd 
achieved during training. We set up a 
special schedule for condensed training 
or review periods for agents who were 
idle . The case officers could put their men 
into this modified program to keep them 
on their toes and help overcome the bore­
dom and tension of the periods between 
missions. . 

After we had hammered out the se­
quence of programs and the basic con­
cepts surrounding their implementation, 
I returned to the field to get on with es­
tablishing the final phase of training, 
survival and small-unit operations. I 
would have to put the program together 
from scratch and supervise it until it 
could be turned over to someone else. 

Map shows locations of CIA/Cuban exile 
areas of operations in South Florida. 
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Having selected the upper Key Largo 
area as the best place for the survival and 
small-unit tra ining, I spent the next two 
weeks ordering equi pment, drafting les ­
son plans an d exercises , and searching 
for a safehouse to use as a base of oper­
ations. I rented boats on several occa­
sions to become fam il iar with the wa ter­
ways. Besides needing a place to house 
the teams at the beginning and end of 
the training period, I would have instruc­
tors to house , eq ui pment and boats to 
store, and vehicles to park. The 60-mile 
drive from north Key Largo to Miami was 
just too much. Valuab le training time 
wou ld be lost, and the exposure on the 
overseas highway was too great a security 
risk. 

With the help of the real estate man 
from the cover branch , I fina lly settled on 
a complex of three houses on Plantation 
Key. (The run to the training area could 
be made by veh icle or boat, and although 
it was a bit longer than I liked, we could 
arrange to travel when there would be 
minimu m traffic.) The houses, set on 
stilts, were well back from the road and 
protected by a screen of tn ick tropical 
shrubbery. There was adequate sleeping 
space for up to 15 men . One house would 
be used by the team undergoing training; 
the second house would be for the two or 
three Cuban instructors whom I hoped to 
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recruit and train, and it could also double 
as a mess hall and classroom; the third 
house wou ld be used for storage of larger 
equipment, and there was a small room 
that I could set up as an office and com­
munications center. The property was 
already under Agency control, hav ing 
previously been rented by one of the 
cover companies for use by one of the 
commando groups. For reasons I was not 
told, the commandos had neve r used the 
houses , so the cover was still intact. If 
we were careful and didn't bother the old 
widow who lived next door , we would be 
able to use the property wi thou t suspicion 
or interference from other residents on 
the Key. 

By th e last week in June, 1963, I had 
the physical organization at both the safe­
house complex and the traini ng area pret ­
ty well completed. Greg had loaned me 
Jose Clark, one of his Cuban instru ctors, 
to help get things set up , and by the time 
we had finished organ izing thi ngs he 
had decided he wanted to continue 
working for me. 

There were times during thi s period , 
especially after enduring a sense less 
delay at the hands of the Agency civil 
servants or encounter ing a ta ngle of 
seemingly endless bureaucratic red tape, 
when I would stop and wonder if the situ-

Ayers accompanied two clandestine CIA/ 
Cuban exile operations to Cuba on CIA 
raider I mot~er ship. 

a tion in Miami was typ ica l of al l CIA 
operations. All the fumbli ng and interna l 
wrangling-was that the way our coun­
try's supersecret wa rriors did business? 
On one hand, Attorney Genera l Robert 
Kennedy showed personal interest' in 
what we are doing , but on t he other hand, 
orders fo r equipme nt often were delayed 
because clerks in the supp ly branch took 
two-hour lunch breaks. I coul d not un der­
stand how , if the Admini stration was re­
a lly serious abo ut getting rid of Castro , 
such ineffi ciency could be tolerated. I 
tried not to let these feelings affect my 
personal re lationships with Agency em­
ployees, and I kept my doub ts out of 
the reports to my Pentagon ·case officer , 
Colonel Gralow. 

It was mid-summer in south Florida 
when we fi nally got into the fie ld. The 
heat and mosquitoes were intense. Jose 
Clark and I had to devise and construct 
all of our own charts and training aids. I 
would usually sketch th em out and write 
the words in -Engli sh , then Jose wou ld 
translate to Spanish and advise me on 
whatever Latin nuances mig ht enhance 
the picture or descri ption . 

We worked the same way as we hacked 
out the survival training area and con­
structed s imple shelters, traps, and crude 
implements fo r the Cub ans to practice 
with . As cali sthenics and runn ing were 
out of place in this ki nd of program, I 
planned to achieve physica l conditioning 
by long hikes, fi eld work, and restricted 
rat ions . For the infi ltration teams, we 
developed several . grueling reconnais­
sance exercises, using the la rge, t ightly 
secured Southern Bell Telephone micro­
wave fac ility on Old Card Sound Road 
southeast of Homestead as otir objective . 
It was an ideal, ready-made, real-l ife 
ta rget: the trainees simply co uld not al­
low themselves to get caught. for the high 
chain-link fe nces were e lectrified and the 
watchme n were arm ed . 

Jose . who had trained with the Bay of 
Pigs fo rce in Guatemala, said he had 
never worked so hard in his li fe . Sweat­
ing, cursing in Spanish , re luctant ly 
learning to pick out wil d edib les and to 
handle snakes, he grad ually began to 
develop confidence as hi s know ledge of 
the desolate mangrove and coral seacoast 
increased. 

Ou r evenings were spent reconnoi­
tering the upper Key La rgo coastline, 
both the ocean side and the Biscayne 
Bay-Card Sound side, for the unit exer­
cises I hoped to set up . With the delivery 
of our major equipment-specifica lly, a 
jeep station wagon, a Boston Wha ler with 
outboard and tra il er. and a pair of rubber 
rafts with silent engines-I was able to 
begin to teach Jose boat handling. These 
excursions up and down the Key, both by 
road and by water under the cover of 
darkness, gave us a good fee l of local 
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traffic patte rn s; we lea rn ed whe n we 
could and could not move free ly in the 
area. I taught Jose how to opera te th e 
equipment both during daylight and in 
darkn ess . We always ca rried fishing gea r 
and dressed and acted like ty pica l fish­
e rm en. no matter where we went. 

I hoped to recruit some additiona l 
Cuban instructors during thi s period and 
instructed Jose to be on the lookout for 
the "right" kind of men in the growing 
exile community i'n Miami. Southwest 
Eighth Street, near the downtown area. 
was rapidly becoming known as "little 
Hava na," and the word quickly spread 
through the close-knit community when 
"someone" was looking for a person with 
particular talents. This grapevine proved 
to be a real headache in terms of security, 
but it had distinct advantages when one 
had an immediate need for ·a vol unteer 
with specific skilis. We hoped the Agen­
cy's security screening would weed out 
the undesirables-the double agents and 
the Castro plants and informers who 
abounded in the exile community. Once a 
volunteer pass~d the screening and was 
accepted, he had to be taught the impor­
tance of keeping his activities with the 
"company" secret. At no time was it ever 
confirmed that he was working for the 
CIA. He was given a cover story that 
wou ld make his employment and sched­
ule of activities plausible to his family ano 
friends. The final security precaution was 
'' compartmentalization' '-the voluntee r 
was given knowledge and contact with 
other employees only to the extent neces­
sary to do his particular job. This wasn't 
always easy to do in the fie ld , where 
training programs overlapped one an­
other and emergencies occurred, but 
we had to abide by security procedures as 
best we could. Frankly, I didn't worry 
about the Cubans as much as I did some 
of th e heavy-drinking , loud-talking 
American Agency employees who fre­
quented the bars in South Miami. 

About a week after I'd asked Jose to 
look for some he lp for our new training 
program. he brought me a list of five 
Cubans and arranged a rendezvous with 
each of them , usually at the new Sea rs , 
Roebuck store in Coral Gables or near the 
Formosa Restaurant in South Miami. My 
Spanish was improving rapidly, but if the 
volunteer spoke no English , Jose would 
ac t as translator and later give me his 
own opinion of the man's sui tabi li ty. 
Using a series of carefully prepared ques­
tions that did not divulge th e nature of 
our interests , I was ab le to make' a judge­
ment on each of the men. We settled on 
two as potential instructors and one as a 
combination cook, housekeeper, and 
equipment-maintenance man . If they 
passed the screening, I would keep one 
instructor and the housekeeper and give 
Perry one to train as his assistant. 

Following th e initial interview , we set 
up the screening with the security 
branch. This included a physical exami-
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nation. lie detector testing. psychological 
testing . an d the preparation of back­
ground reports. It was an aggravating. 
time-cons uming process that took me out 
of the field, where I hoped to be working 
on final preparations for the new pro­
gra m. It was not uncommon to be on the 
go . traveling to and from the Keys . or 
writing reports and equipment requests , 
or interviewing new recruits , or doing any 
of a thousand other things left to be done, 
until the early hours of th e morning. Then 
it would begin all over again the next day. 
Fin ally. just after th e Fourth of July . we 
were ready. 

Jose was already at the Plantation Key 
safehouse when I arrived shortly after 
noon. He had brought with him Miguel 
and Mario, the two ass istants I'd inter­
viewed several weeks earlier. Their 
clearances had come through only a few 
days before. I welcomed the new men and 
briefly told the m what we had planned for 
the next two weeks. They would learn 
chiefly by watching Jose and me as we 
instructed and by on-the-job experience. 
Mike, as Miguel soon became known, 
would be an assistant instructor , and 
Mario, the older of the two , would serve 
as cook and housekeeper . While Jose gave 

On 15 August 1977 , Federal authorities from three agencies raided a Cuban exile 
weapons cache in Ft. Lauderdale, Florida. Weapons included CAR-15s , M-16s, 
.30 cal. BARs, .50 and .30 cal. Browning machine guns and 20mm Solothurn anti­
tank cannon . 
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them a detailed briefing on the new train­
ing program and issued them fi eld equip­
ment , I got ready to receive the first 
group of exiles. 

The team that arrived a short time later 
proved to be ideal ' 'guinea pigs'' for the 
trial of the survival and small-unit­
operations training program. The four 
men , headed by an intense, alert Cuban 
schoolteacher, were accompanied to the 
safehouse by their CIA case officer, 
Jerry, who had just arrived at the Miami 
station. This was his first exile team . I 
was pleased to see that he was highly 
motivated , and , unlike the older, more 
experienced case officers at the station, 
he communicated his enthusiasm to the 
team. 

LAW ENFORCEMENT ASSOCIATES, INC. 
88 Holmes St. Belleville. N.J .. U.S.A. 07109 
(201) 751-0001 i Cable: LEA 

Jerry briefed me on the team's mis­
sion. The group was to make a clandes­
tine infiltration by rubber boat some­
where in Pinar Del Rio Province . They 
would carry with them a powerful short­
wave transmitter. After landing and 
moving inland , they hoped to join a small 
anti-Castro guerrilla force that had re­
cently been creating havoc for the 
Communist militia in the province . It 
was hoped that the infiltrators would be­
come integrated with the counterrevolu­
tionaries and would be able to establish a 
clandestine link by radio with the CIA. 
With the radio, and the team leader's 
influence on the guerrilla leader, it would 
be possible for the CIA to direct the ac­
tions of the small force and coordinate its 
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activities with our own commando and 
sabotage efforts. If all went well, the 
team would remain on the Communist 
island indefinitely. 

Jerry also gave me a rundown on each 
man 's background and function within 
the team . All of the men were under 30, 
each had at least the equivalent of a high 
school education , and each spoke some 
English . They had already undergone 
tradecraft, weapons , small-boat , and 
co'Tlmunications training. 

To my disappointment, after he finish­
ed his briefing , Jerry excused himself, 
explaining that he was in the process of 
recruiting another team in Miami . But he 
promised to be back later in the week, 
and with that, he wished me luck and left. 

Things went much more smoothly than 
I had anticipated. We spent the remain­
der of the first day teaching the team how 
to ' select, wear , and secure their field 
·equipment . We showed them how to take 
care of their gear and protect and water­
proof leather and metal items . Mike 
adapted quickly to his role as assistant 
instru ctor and was soon working along­
side Jose and me . Meanwhile , Mario , a 
former seaman and ship ' s cook, orga­
nized the kitchen and fa miliarized himself 
with his housekeeping duties . 

The rest of the program fell into place 
just as readily . All the planning, the frus­
'tration and hard work, when my idea 
seemed an almost insurmountable goal, 
paid off. The schedule held up well and 
there were no security problems. No one 
bothered us at the safehouse, and we saw 
no one in or about the training areas. The 
exile team quickly absorbed the survival 
instruction we gave them-I had come to 
feel that the typical Cuban would avoid 
physical hardship at nearly any cost, but 
these men were different. 

The leader confided that the one thing 
the·team feared most was to be landed on 
Cuban soil and find themselves stranded 
without food and water. Therefore, the 
men were intensely interested when we 
showed them how to spear fish and trap 
small game with crude devices, how to 
get water from a cactus , how to build a 
high and dry shelter in the mangrove 
thickets, and how to identify dangerous 
or poisonous plants , fish , animals , and 
reptil es . (We used the rugged , desolate 
seacoast surrounding Dynamite Pier in 
north Key Largo for this instruction.) The 
latter sparked rounds of hearty laughter 
as I had the Cubans handle some non­
poisonous snakes in order to overcome 
their fear of them. At firs t, touching the 
sca ly, writhing reptiles was accompanied 
by expressions of revulsion and disgust. 
But when the team leader, after my 
demonstration , mustered all his courage 
and pu t a big rat snake inside his work 
shirt , the others , including my instruc­
tors, had no choice but to follow suit. 
Latin masculine pride could clearly be 
used to our advantage, I learned. There 
were few , if any , snakes in Cuba , but 
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learning to overcome this kind of fear was 
another step in developing confidence. 

We supplied the men with raw fish or 
meat and coconuts, as well as emergency 
rations from a stock we had laid away at 
the safehouse, and they did their own 
cooking when out in the field . In this way 
we controlled their diet and provided 
adequate nourishment without losing 
sight of the course objectives. Long hikes 
and swimming were included in the 
team's activities when they were not in­
volved in controlled survival instruction. 
By the end of the first week the infil­
trators began to show the effects of living 
outside. Tanned, lean, dirty, and tired, 
but sharp-eyed and a little more confi­
dent, we took them back to the Plantation 
Key safehouse for showers and a week­
end of rest. 

The second week moved just as well, as 
we introduced the use of boats. First, we 
taught them how to tie knots and build 
simple rafts from natural materials, 
which complemented their earlier surviv­
al training. We used areas hidden deep 
in the swamps of saltwater creeks that 
ran through the Old Card Sound Road 
area in north Key Largo. We introduced 
the men to canoes, kayaks, the military­
type rubber raft , and the standard Boston 
Whaler skiff. Although the team had al­
ready undergone small-boat training with 
Perry at Flamingo, nearly all of their work 
had been on the open water near Cape 
Sable. Now they learned to navigate and 
manipulate their boats through the 
narrow saltwater canals which were simi­
lar to those along the Cuban coast. 

Having taught the team to move quiet­
ly and effectively on land and in water, in 
daylight and in darkness, we were ready 
to begin the final phase. First was a sim­
ple night exercise in which I towed the 
team in a rubber boat to a drop-off point 
at sea about two miles off Dynamite Pier. · 
The team made its way ashore, deflated 
and hid their rubber boat, and found and 
set up a hiding place in the mangroves, 
where they were to await the arrival of a 
friendly partisan who would take them 
farther inland. Jose, Mike, and I ob­
served the team from hiding places along 
their route. We hoped they would detect 
our presence, which would attest to their 
alertness. Later, we checked the security 
of their hiding place by approaching it, 
somewhat noisily, from the swamps. 
Again , we hoped that they had learned 
from our instruction and had posted 
adequate lookouts and security. Near 
dawn, the partisan, whose role was play­
ed by Mike , made contact with the team 
and led them back to the training area. 
Then we critiqued their performance. 

We ran a number of exercises of this 
type, each a little more complex and 
demanding. As the week came to an end, 
I felt they were ready for a final test: the 
telephone company microwave station on 
Old Card Sound Road . 
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TQ my great satisfaction, they ran the 
exercise nearly without a flaw. Handling 
the rubber boats, their movement from 
the seacoast across the Key, their naviga­
tion of the intricate canals and across the 
open water of Card Sound, their traverse 
of the mangroves , their reconnaissance of 
the installation, and their exfiltration 
were all accomplished effectively and 
very close to schedule. 

Again, Jose, Mike, and 1 posted our­
selves at observation points along the 
team's route. Upon pooling our im­
pressions, the only major criticism we 
had was the age-old problem of talking, it 
seemed. But despite this shortcoming, I 
was satisfied with their performance. 
Filthy and exhausted, we all rode back to 
the comforts of the Plantation Key safe­
house complex that night. We had given 
our best to the infiltration team, and they 
had responded favorably. We were on 
our way. 

But our work had just begun, I learned 
when I got back to Miami the next day. 
Another team was waiting and wanted to 
begin the program on Monday morning. 
Despite our fatigue and the fact that the 
program had been IT).Ore demanding on us 
than I had estimated, I told Cal that we 
were ready. 

I saw my family that weekend, very 
briefly, because on Sunday I had to write 
the after-training report on the last team. 
There was also equipment to order, 
groceries and supplies to buy for the 
forthcoming weeks, and equipment that 
had to be cleaned and maintained . I did 
the report on the patio at home so I could 
be with Nancy and the boys for a little 
while. Then, jamming my briefcase full of 
reports, orders , and papers, I jumped 
into my car and took up the role of Daniel 
B. Williams, the other identity of my 
undercover double-life. 
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For the next four weeks it went like 
that, and at times it seemed as though my 
real identity had ceased to exist. The 
second and third teams w,ere not nearly 
so responsive as the first, and despite my 
complaints to Cal, neither case officer 
observed the training. The heat, humid­
ity, and mosquitoes were at their peak; 
there seemed to be no way to dislodge the 
officers from their air-conditioned offices. 

The intensity of our schedule, the phys­
ical discomfort , the confidences we 
shared about the teams, and the long 
hours of being together in the swamps or 
at se.a fostered a close bond among Jose, 
Mike, Mario, and me. Although I was in 
charge, our camaraderie transcended our 
official relationship. There was no doubt 
about anyone's dedication to the cause; 
we never even discussed it. They knew I 
wouJd not be standing with them in the 
mud and heat, going without sleep and 
the comforts of my family and a staff job 
in Miami, unless I believed in them. 

We always looked forward to the 
evening meal, for we would usually snack 
on survival rations with the trainees dur­
ing the day and by nightfall were ready 
for something more nourishing. We 
would be instructing the course in­
definitely, while the trainees were there 
for only a couple of weeks. Mario, aware 
of this, would go to great lengths to pre­
pare the most exotic Cuban dishes he 
could. He would pack the hot food in 
vacuum containers, and as soon as it was 
dark, Mike or Jose would take the jeep 
back to the safehouse and pick it up for 
us. 

While the exiles were learning survival 
and tactics , we , the instructors, learned 
better how to cope with the grueling 
physical demands of the pro.gram and 
gained confidence in our ability to con­
duct the training without detection by 
outsiders. The greatest hardships were 
heat and humidity, insects, and fatigue : 
At first we all wore khaki or gray work 
clothes and boots, the dress c91,11monly 
worn by surveyors , ,and "'construction 
workers anywhei:.e t 'but the clothes were 
much too he~vy'. They would quickly be­
come sa7urated with perspiration and 
cling t© our skin, and heat rash soon fol­
lowed. Our boots would fill with water as 
we tramped through the swamps. 

It didn't take us very long to change 
our daily uniform. Mine became a tank­
type bathing suit or shorts and tennis 
shoes without laces. Jose cut the legs off 
his khaki trousers and got rid of his shirt 
but kept his boots. He still disliked the 
idea of walking over hundreds of creep­
ing, crawling small animals in the 
swamps and on the jungle seacoast. 
Mike kept his long trousers and a T­
shirt, but exchanged his boots for sneak­
ers . We each carried a hunting knife and 
a compass on a belt, and Jose , who was a 
gun buff, always had a small-caliber 
pistol concealed somewhere on his per­
son . At night we reverted to work clothes 

and boots for protection from the man­
grove branches, thorns, and shrubbery. 

We slept in jungle hammocks slung 
near the water's edge to catch any breeze 
from the sea. Mosquito netting was es­
sential. The insects were so bad that one 
could not venture forth without saturating 
his skin and clothing with bug· repellent , 
and , even then, in a matter of minutes the 
salt-marsh mosquitoes seemed to be­
come immune to it. Whenever we had a 
training group in the field, I insisted on 
being awake and alert at all times. Since 
sleep in the heat and in the uncom­
fortable jungle hammocks was difficult 
under any circumstance, we seldom got 
more than three or four hours of good rest 
at night. This made our sustained fie ld 
trips even more exhausting. I had set up a 
schedule of rotation for myself and the in­
structors so that we could get back to the 
safehouse several times during the two­
week course to shower and get a full 
night's sleep between clean sheets . As 
the weeks wore on, we came to cherish 
these brief periods of respite. 

I insisted that each team carry a small 
military AN/ PRC 10 type. portable radio 
at all times. We kept another radio with 
us near our base campsite or hidden in 
one of the boats. In this way, we were in 
continuous contact with the groups no 
matter where they were. The trainees 
were instructed to remain hidden from 
any road or waterway, unless they had 
reason to be moving on it, and from the 
moment they arrived in the training area, 
we tried to make them cautious about 
being seen even by the instructors. We 
restricted our meetings and formal 
classes fo places where there was a single 
route of approach, either by road or 
waterway . An observer, either Jose or 
Mike, was posted to give us warning of 
the approach of any interlopers. When 
someone came, the trainees would scurry 
to hide themselves and wait until the in­
truder was gone. In 1963, any Cubans in 

. t.\le Keys were automatically suspected of 
being engaged .in some anti-Castro 
activity, so it was safer to keep them com­
pletely hidden. 

Intruders usually were fishermen look­
ing for good angling waters . While the 
trainees were concealed in the brush, my 
assistants and I would pick up our fish­
ing poles and play out our cover as sports­
men. Much to our frustration and anx­
iety, the fishermen would sometimes 
linger for several hours as they tried their 
luck, and •we would simply. have to wait 
until they were gone to resume training . 
These delays were costly, but none of the 
fishermen ever pressed us for informa­
tion or inquired about our presence . 

Occasionally someone with a legitimate 
inquiry would appear on the scene. The 
same precautionary measures would be 
implemented, and if the visitors didn 't 
approach me directly I would intercept 
them and ask if I might help. Sometimes, 
especially around Dynamite Pier , where 
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the Agency had worked out cover lease 
arrangements with the owner, I would 
demand the reason for the visitor's 
presence and order him off the land, but I 
always tried to avoid doing this , because 
it would immediately foster suspicion. 
Usually the visitor would turn out to be a 
real estate agent or some law-enforce­
ment representative , and I would imple­
ment our carefully rehearsed cover story: 
My men and I were a mapping crew 
employed by Paragon Air Service and 
were doing survey work in connection 
with an aerial photography contract. 
Since we were doing some blasting in 
the area as part of our research work, we 
would advise the visitor to leave for his 
own safety. 

When the trainees were occupied with 
independent practical exercises in the 
field, Jose , Mike, and I would fish to­
gether or skin-dive around the old bridge 
pilings in Steamboat Creek. We caught 
lobster, snook, and trout, which we'd 
send back to Mario to save for a later 
meal. In the evenings we would some­
times fish for tarpon with live shrimp that 
Mario sent at suppertime. These even­
ings helped break the boredom and 
drudgery of the weeks in the field, but 
we were thankful when we finished our 
third straight training cycle and learned 
that we'd get a two-week break. Six 
weeks in the mangroves had taken its 
toll. I was thoroughly exhausted but 
pleased as I locked the safehouses and 
headed for Miami. 

I had achieved my first major ob­
jective. The new paramilitary training 
program was underway. It would be some 
time before the results would be seen , 
but I was confident our efforts would give 
these exiles a chance for survival and 
maybe even success in their missions. 

During the months that followed, near­
ly one hundred exile volunteers passed 
through the training program as the 
CIA's secret war against Fidel Castro 
intensified. My belief that improved 
training would soon be reflected in 
greater operational success was born out. 
By the fall of 1963, the CIA's Cuban para­
military capability had been upgraded to 
a point where many of µs on the scene be­
lieved that Castro could be toppled. 
Infiltration-intelligence missions as well 
as commando strike raids were being 
carried out weekly, and the number of 
Cuban agents lost on the island was 
significantly reduced. Many returning 
Cubans credited their training in survival 
and small unit tactics for their success . I 
was pleased that our efforts had had a 
positive influence on the course of the 
covert war. 

By September, with new developments 
in power boats and refinements in mari­
time delivery techniques, even more 
daring raids were tentatively approved by 
President Kennedy's advisory " Standing 
Group" in Washington. Targets that the 
CIA had long hoped to strike were taken 
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off the prohibited list and we began train­
ing for more sophisticated missions. I was 
involved in training a select group of 
exiles for a raid against a major petro­
leum refinery near the Cuban coast. Mid­
November, 1963, brought us to the 
highest level of para-military combat 
readiness we had enjoyed. All of us , 
Cubans and Americans alike, shared 
excitement and keen anticipation as we 
made final preparations to strike the 
Communist-controlled island where we 
could do the greatest damage. 

But we never got our chance. The 
events in Dallas on November 22nd all 
but spelled the end of "Operation 
Mongoose. " President Kennedy 's death 
and the persistent rumors . of Cuban-CIA 
involvement , the absence of Kennedy's 
personal influence in the anti-Castro war, 
the military-industrial rush toward in­
volvement-in Vietnam ... each and all of 
these factors played some part in the shift 
of U.S. attention away from Cµba. By 
196 7, the CIA' s covert war against Castro 
had been reduced to the collection of 
intelligence. The elaborate and painstak­
ingly constructed paramilitary establish­
ment in Miami was dismantled. The 
covert army of Cuban exiles we had 
trained so diligently was sent home. 

Eventually , most of the men the -CiA 
had trained drifted away from the anti­
Castro crusade and settled down to more 
conventional pursuits in Miami's "Little 
Havana. '' But for a few of us the war 
against Castro and Communism had 
become a way of life . · 

After resigning my Regular Army com­
mission , I returned to Miami in 1966 to 
work independently , as a civilian , with 
the exiles I had helped the CIA train . 
Without U.S. support, however , we. were 
virtually powerless to conduct any co­
hesive , meaningful action. Governmental 
agencies including the F.B.l., the Coast 
Guard. the Border Patrol and various 
Florida law enforcement departments 
had tightened their surveillance of exile 
activities , thus adding immensely to the 

. difficulties of• ' 'mounting clandestine 
miLitary op~rations. In the absence of the 
stab ili'zing, unifying influence of the 
Kennedys apd the CIA in Cuban affairs , 
dissension prevailed among various exile 
political and paramilitary organizations. 

It was in this atmosphere of discontent 
and seething frustration in the , fyfiami 
Cuban community that a handful of 
highly trained exiles turned to violence on 
their own. They wern labeled as mili­
tants , at first, then called radicals. Now 
they are referred to as international 
terrorists . Embarrassingly , for the U.S. , 
many are the same guerrilla freedom 
fighters the CIA trained to overthrow 
Castro. For them, despite the obstacles , 
the secret war has never ended. In the 
years since President Kennedy's death , 
they have amassed an extensive record of 
essentially symbolic anti-Communist 
paramilitary and espionage actions , 
including: 
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•The 1964 mortar shelling at the 
United Nations in New York as Che 
Guevara addressed the General 
Assembly. 

•Working with U.S.-trained Bolivian 
troops in 1967, Cuban exile specialists 
trapped and killed Guevara and members 
of his Communist guerrilla band in 
Bolivia. 

•Frequent bombings and machine-gun 
attacks on the high seas against vessels 
from Cuba and other Communist coun­
tries between 1968 and 1972. Dr. Orlando 
Bosch , a militant exile leader, was jailed 
for a bazooka attack on a Polish ship in 
Miami Harbor. 

•Cuban exiles trained by the CIA were 
recruited by their former case officer, 
Howard Hunt, for participation in the 
Watergate break-in. The Cubans testified 
they thought it was a CIA operation and 
that it would aid their anti-Castro cam­
paign . 

•Since 1974, as the U.S. has moved 
closer to " normalization" of relations 
with Castro Cuba, Cuban militants have 
intensified their activity. There have been 
at least seven assassination attempts 
against refugee leaders who were consi-_ 
dered opponents of the exiles ' violent 
tactics. One was killed by a bomb and 
three other men were shot to death . A 
prominent radio broadcaster lost both 
legs below the knees when a bomb tore 
his car apart in a Miami parking lot. 
Three other attempted killings failed. In 
1975, bombs ripped through the Miami 
office of the F .B.I. , a Social Security of­
fice , a Florida unemployment office, 
several post offices , a bank, a State Attor­
ney's office and the Miami police depart­
ment headquarters. These bombings 
were accompanied by exile attacks on air­
line offices and consulates of govern­
ments having commercial and diplomatic 
relations with Castro. Bo.mbings took 
place in Panama, Mexico, Portqgal , 
Puerto Rico and Jamaica . The Miami In­
ternational Airport was hit in the fall of 
1975. Shortly thereafter, a number of 
bombs exploded in New York , one at the 
Venezuelan consulate on Fifth Avenue. 

•A Cuban fisheries expert was killed in 
July, 1975, when three men who had 
flown from Miami with coffee cans filled 
with plastic explosive attempted to cap­
ture Cuban Consul, Daniel Ferrer 
Fernandez, in Merida, Mexico. 

•On February 12, 1976, the Soviet 
freighter Dzhordanao Bruno was attacked 
.with heavy machine-gun fire from a 
speeding small boat, 35 miles off the 
north coast 'of Cuba; on April 6, two 
Cuban fishing boats were attacked and a 
fisherman was filled. 

•On September 21 , 1976, a bomb ex­
ploded in a car and killed former Chilean 
Ambassador, Orlando Letelier , in Wash­
ington, D.C. Letelier had served under 
the Marxist regime of the late President 
Salvador Allende . Rumors persist that 
the bomb was planted by Cuban exiles as 
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a demonstration of support of the present 
anti-Communist government in Chile. 

There are now more "militant" exile 
groups in Miami than one can easily keep 
track of. Some, like Alpha 66, have a long 
history of anti-Castro activity. There are 
new organizations emerging while others 
seem to disappear; Accion Cubana , 
FLNC-Cuban National Liberation Front , 
Pragmatistas , Boitel Commandos, El 
Condor, and an assassination group 
called "Zero" have all been prominent 
from time to time, taking credit for the 
extremists' actions. 

•In June 1976, Dr. Orlando Bosch (of 
1968 Miami Harbor bazooka attack fame) 
emerged to call a meeting of activist 
Cuban exile leaders and their sympa­
thizers, in the Dominican Republic. After 
heated discussion over strategy, a new 
organization was formed, to be known as 
CORU-The Coordinating Committee of 
United Revolutionary Organizations. 

Since the June meeting of last year, a 
new wave of bombings and kidnappings 
has swept across Latin America, culmina­
ting on October 6, 1976 , when a Cubana 
Airlines DC-8 exploded in flight shortly 
after take-off from Barbados. 73 persons 
were killed , including members of the 
Cuban national fencing team, ·when the 
plane fell into the sea. Dr. Bosch and 
three other Cubans were arrested by 
Venezuelan authorities and charged with 
homicide in connection with the plane 
crash. Since then, CORU has communi­
cated threats of further Havana­
Venezuela airline attacks if the impris­
oned men were not released. 

Many veteran Cuban exile anti-Castro 
guerrilla fighters look upon these isolated 
acts of violence with distaste . They fear 
that acts of terrorism play into Castro's 

hands by making all Cuban exiles look 
like mad bombers. Many in the Cuban 
community in Miami are cooperating with 
Federal and local authorities in an effort 
to curb the violence. 

But despite a crackdown on militant 
ex ile groups by authorities at all levels , 
the activity pe rsists. Some claim the 
extremists are protected by a web of old 
loya lties, many of them having worked at 
one time or another for the government 
as CIA operatives , FBI informants, mem­
bers of the U.S. military, etc. It has been 
suggested that law enforcement officials 
have not been successful in curbing the 
militants' activities " because they don't 
want to." To further complicate the 
problem , the activist movement has been 
infiltrated by Castro's intelligence corps 
who instigate te rrorist acts to discredit 
the refugees and influence American 
policy . Meanwhile , it is alleged that the 
CIA stands quietly by , supporting neither 
side, appare ntly hoping to avoid und ue 
exposure in an a lready uncomfortably 
embarrassing predicament. 

And so it goes on; almost daily the 
newspapers in south Florida record some 
account of Cuban extremist action: 
MIAMI HOTELS DAMAGED IN 4 
BOMBINGS; THREAT DOUBLES ROAD -
PATROL (Bomb threats in the Florida 
Keys along the Overseas Highway). 

Not only are there threats and bomb­
ings , but sizeable commando raids in the 
making: 

-Dateline: Miami, Tuesday. 
August 16. 1977: AGENTS 
ARREST I, LOOK FOR OTHERS 
AFIER FOILING PLAN TO 
ATTACK CUBA (Fort Lauderdale 
News). Agents from three federal 
agencies raided a west side home 
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and a river marina yesterday, 
seizing three boats, a cannon and 
other weapons apparently in­
tended for a commando raid on 
Cuba. 
Newspapers quoted Pedro Rojas, 
a spokesman for the Bay of Pigs 
group, as saying the weapons 
belonged to the Brigade 2506 
''secret army. '' ' 'I don "t believe 
we are violating any law when we 
fight for the freedom of our 
count1y, which is under the hands 
of international communism, '' 
Rojas added. 

And a follow -up dateline: 
Miami, August 16, 1977, BAY OF 
PIGS GROUP HAS 9 BOATS 
READY FOR ATTACK ON CUBA 
(Miami News). Arm ando Lopez 
Estrada, military chief of the B ay 
of Pigs 2506 Brigade, said today 
his group is still p lanning an attack 
on Cuba, despite the confiscation 
of three boats and a cache of 
weapons yesterday and the arrest 
of a Brigade member. 

Lopez-Estrada said the group 
has nine more boats, all heavily 
armed, outside the country- in 
Nicaragua, Honduras and Guate­
mala. ' 'I worked as a commando 
leader for seven years for the 
CIA, '' Estrada said, ' 'We hid 
a lot of weapons and we know 
where they are. '' 
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Where will it end? For the militant 
exil es who look upon themselves still as 
freedom fighters and not as terrorists , 
the objective remains unchanged. For 
myself, and a few other Americans who, 
in one way or another , were drawn into 
the struggle for Cuban freedom, the com­
mitment to the exiles' cause remains un­
diminished. While abhorring terrorism 
as a tactic , I must sympathize with the 
plight of the exile. For all of us , Lopez­
Estrada puts it clearly, ''There is only one 
policy. That policy is to fight to the end 
for the freedom of our country .'' 
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P-38K= 
Short 

Barrelled 
Dynamite 

For the last several weeks, I've been 
shooting and otherwise getting familiar 
with a brand new combat auto, yet one 
with which most of us already have at 
least a nodding fam iliarity. The Walther 
P-38K is brand new in design, size, and 
intent , yet familiar for many reasons. The 
basic Walther P-38 has a fine reputation 
as a service pistol, was the winner in the 
pistol trials held in Germany prior to 
World War II, and was the choice of the 
West German Army after the conflict . 
Like all Walther pistols , it shoots where 
you point it , functions relia bly under 
adverse conditions, and is as safe to 
operate as it is easy to field strip. 

The P-38K's most obvious difference 
from the standard P-38 is its substantially 
shortened barrel. Though the most ap­
parent feature, it is one of the least 
important. Most of us have seen P-38s 
with shortened barrels. On occasion, 
German undercover agents used such 
snubbed pistols during World War II, and 
the popular TV shows, "I Spy" and 
"The Man From UNCLE," both featured 
a short-barreled P-38. In the U.S ., one in 
three gunshops has a homemade hack­
sawed P-38 in the used-gun showcase. 

If the new P-38K were only a P-38 with 
a shortened distance to the muzzle , it 
would be of no more interest than the 
two-inch barreled S&W Military & Police 
from the standard four-inch model. 

But the P-38K is a unique departure in 
concealable combat autos and not just a 
curious variation, although like the P-38, 
it can be fired double action on the first 
shot, and field stripping is the same (with 
only minor differences), as are the excel­
lent grip, the not-so-excellent base-of­
the-butt magazine release, lanyard ring, 
magazine, and caliber. 

For the professionally armed person, 
the 9mm cartridge used in the P-38K is 
an excellent choice. Consider this , if you 
will. Most nations in Europe and in many 
other parts of the world favor the 9mm 
round so that surplus or "liberated" am­
munition is more widely available in this 
caliber .. Also, pistols chambering the 
9mm generally have somewhat greater 
magazine capacity. Interchangeability 
factors with the more popular SMGs al­
so make points for the 9mm. Over and 
above this, more and more evidence 
shows that with properly constructed bul-
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BY ~RRV AHERNE 
Lett profile, Walther P-38K. Note device identical to standard slide mounted hammer 
drop thumb safety. On the P-38K, this is a hammer lowering device, not a safety as 
such. Noie also slide mounted front sight. P-38K's major drawback is the base of the 
butt mounted magazine release . 

Author Ahern, " afflicted" with a left master eye and right-handedness, uses sol id 
two-hand unsupported position for best results with the new Walther. Due to smooth 
double action pull, first round accuracy is comparable to single action fire, even w ith 
longer pull. Ahern utilizes a Baker Pancake mode Anderson speed pouch on belt. Roy 
Baker also provided a complete leather rig for P-38K, including clip pouch, cuff case 
and three-slatted Pancake holster. As usual leather work was sup_e_r...;.la_t_iv_e~. --~--
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lets , the 9mm is perfectly adequate for alignment with the part of the hammer using a white square at the base of the 
defense situations, closely rivaling and, surface which can connect to make it rear sight notch and a white dot at the 
according to some schools of thought, drive forward . For , built into the face of maximum elevation of the front blade. 
surpassing the effectiveness of the .45 the hammer, is a recess . My accuracy with the pistol was 
ACP. Unless the trigger is deliberately surprising. Keeping the rear sight notch 

Although there are several excellent pulled, the firing pin is aligned with the centered and using the excellent Reming-
9mm pistols , and among these many with recess in the hammer face rather than the ton 9mm 115-JHP round, I was able to 
the double-action feature, in this caliber smooth surface designed to strike it. keep all shots in a 3 1/2-inch diameter 
no pistol , DA or single action , matches Similarly, though I wouldn't volunteer to circle on a bullseye target 50 feet from my 
the features of the new P-38K. For stand in front of the muzzle to test it, firing point, using a · two-ha-nd unsup­
European readers , the P-38K is not quite even with the hammer fully cocked and ported hold . The P-38K shot so well for 
so new. Some West German units are the de-cocking piece out of the way, the me that I literally surprised myself. And, 
now using it as a service pistol. hammer can be delivered a sever(:! blow practically speaking, the pistol isn't even 

What, then , is so new about the and the firing pin wili still be sufficiently broken in yet. Feeding of the hollow point 
P-38K? lowered to seat in the hammer recess. ammo and Interarms FMC slugs was 

It is the only commercial pistol avail- Only tripping the trigger will bring the 100% faultless , as was overall function­
able in the U.S.-and one of only a few firing pin fully on line to properly receive ing of the pistol. 
available elsewhere-to feature a th or- the hammer blow. Dimensionally, the P-38K runs to 61/2 
oughly reliable de-cocking system which And, when the de-cocking piece is inches overall length, 1 '14 inches width 
is not a safety. The de-cocking system lowered anti-clockwise from the hori- and 5% inches height, with weight 
works by sheer genius. zontal and the tilting firing pin, hammer going to 27 ounces empty and 311/2 

The standard safety system on the recess and de-cocking cylinder are in ounces when loaded with eight rounds in 
Walther P-38, and similar systems on operation , all that needs to be done to the magazine and number nine cham­
Smith & Wesson Models 39 and 59, uses have the pistol ready to shoot DA is to re- bered. Sight radius is 4% inches. For 
a left face of the slide-mounted thumb lease the lever . It automatically returns to comparison, a Chiefs Special runs 61/4 

lever. Depressing the lever counter- or the horizontal and the gun is ready to fire. inches LOA, 13/s inches in width and 
anti-clockwise from the horizontal lowers Though mounted in the same position on 41/s inches in height. Weight, loaded with 
the hammer onto the firing pin, which is the left face of the slide and identical to five slugs , is 22 ounces. When seriously 
blocked from forward movement. Were it the P-38 safety in appearance, the de- considered, differences in size and heft 
not , the safety lever would merely be an cocking lever is a totally different con- amount to precious little, yet first-load 
odd way of pulling the trigger. Once the cept. capacity is nearly twice as much , and re-
lever is depressed, it stays that way, dis- If you got lost after the first de-cocking loading time is significantly less. 
allowing pulling of the trigger or cocking cylinder, the essence of my point is that A less tangible measurement of the 
of the hammer without returning it to the lowering the lever lowers the hammer, P-38K is the way it looks. A standard 
horizontal. To have the pistol instantly safely. Then the lever returns auto- P-38 is an attractive yet nasty-looking 
ready, the safety must be put off. Both matically and .the pistol is always as ready piece of ordnance. The P-38K loses 
the P-38 and the Smith & Wesson pistols to fire as a double-action revolver, and somewhat in attractiveness but looks as 
are safe to carry hammer-down chamber- just as safe , if not safer than a DA re- professionally mean as a handgun can 
loaded. On the P-38, a sear-operated volver and a hell of a lot safer than most get : it is all black, with a matte-finished 
automatic safety precludes firing pin other automatics. slide, barrel, and hammer. It shoots 
movement , while the S&W pistols use an Ill addition to always being ready to fire surprisingly well with its short tube, 
inertial firing pin. In operation both and always being safe to carry, the new functions perfectly, has features no high­
systems provide adequate safety against P-38K has other desirable features. The priced combat conversion can offer , is 
accidental discharge. In the P-38, post- hammer spur has been bobbed or cut off easily concealed, and feels good in the 
war pistols use a better designed firing to about half the length of the P-38 spur, hand. Like the standard P-38, it is 
pin which enhances the effectiveness of still affording adequate surface for simplicity itself to field strip , is the 
the automatic safety; only a malfunction single-action cocking, yet less prone to easiest of the big bore autos to single 
of the automatic safety system itself could catch on clothing or holsters when drawn load should the magazine become lost, 
keep the firing pin from being blocked in a hurry. and , most important of all to those who 
and invite accidental discharge via a blow The barrel is cut back and instead of appreciate quality and engineering excel­
on the hammer. In a well-maintained, the usual five inches is only 2% inches in Jenee in a handgun, it's a Walther. 
post-war P-38, the likelihood of this length . And, for added sturdiness and As yet, only one American manu­
happening is highly remote . following the current vogue in high facturer offers a holster for this pistol , 

With the better known inertial system, quality target autoloaders, the front sight Roy Baker of Magnolia, Arkansas. His 
though a blow on the lowered hammer al- is slide-mounted so both front and rear Pancake holster fits the P-38K perfectly , 
most never causes a discharge in a sight travel together as the slide goes in and the Andy Anderson speed magazine 
properly functioning pistol, a sharp blow and out of battery, obviating any slight pouch he offers for the Model 39 works 
on the muzzle could force the primer . misalignment in the sighting system due perfectly with P-38K magazines. The 
against the pin, making it fire. to lateral side play. combination of gun and holster is a true 

The automatic safety of the new P-38K The sights themselves are new on the mating of quality. 
means that the new system is safer than P-38K. The rear sight is windage-ad- I made arrangements to purchase the 
either an inertial firing pin arrangement justable by means of an allen wrench , P-38K I tested, because it was one gun I 
or the standard P-38 desigp. Only one keeping the notch firmly in place and less definitely wanted to hold onto . I rather 
other pistol is as safe or safer, and that is likely to drift out of alignment when figured that since life can be a dicey thing 
the superlative Walther PP, the PPK, or knocked or jarred. Certainly, elevation at times and you don't always know 
the American-import model with PPK adjustment would be useful, but is not where you're going, it was well to own 
slide and barrel on the PP frame, the mandatory , since each Walther pistol' is the P-38K. I look at my investment as a 
PPK/ S. set up and tested for accuracy before sort of insurance policy for coming back. 

The new P-38K employs a tilting firing leaving the factory. The test target with The P-38K can be ordered from Inter-
pin . When the de-cocking lever is de- my P-38K was fired at over 75 feet , an arms , 10 Prince St., Alexandria, VA. 
pressed , the hammer is lowered. In- even 25 meters, and the slugs punched 22313 U.S.A. 
tern ally, the firing pin is blocked by the the paper dead on. The P-38K also 
de-cocking cylinder and also tilted out of utilizes the white-on-black color system, 
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BIG STORY 
(continued from page 23) 
provide an invaluable historical and 
fact11al perspective in which to judge each 
news item under study. 

Braestrup notes that at the time of the 
Tet campaign there were about 180 ac­
credited American newsmen in South 
Vietnam, including 60 who represented 
America's most important news­
gathering organizations. None of these 
reporters spoke Vietnamese and almost 
all were serving a maximum of only 12 or 
18 months in the country. 

Most of the fight_ing in Vietnam con­
sisted of small-scale guerrilla attacks and 
counterattacks, with few set-piece battles 
and none of the stable front-line confron­
tations so characteristic of conventional 
warfare . Covering such a conflict would 
pose a formidable challenge to even the 
most experienced , battle-hardened cor­
respondent. But, as Braestrup points out, 
most of the Americans charged with 
responsibility for reporting in Vietnam 
were in their late 20s or early 30s and had 
no prior military experience so that: 

"many newsmen were ill-equipped 
to understand, let alone question, 
official or unofficial explanations of 

military deployments, problems, 
and progress. They had to learn, in 
highly unsystematic, patchwork 
fashion, while on the job. And, 
as Tet was to show, this was insuf­
ficient.'' 

Unlike World Wars I and II, the 
Korean and Arab-Israeli wars, and most 
of the other conflicts of this century, 
American newsmen in Vietnam were not 
subjected to censorship. With the coop­
eration of the U.S. military and the Em­
bassy, they were able to travel almost 
anywhere in the country at will and 
interview whomever they liked. Also, 
unlike past conflicts , modern facilities 
were readily available to them, which 
ensured that their reports and films were 
transmitted rapidly back to their respec­
tive editors in the States. 
· Commenting on the Jack of censorship, 

Braestrup observes that many Americans 
were "puzzled ... [by] the apparent 
failure of North Vietnamese intelligern;:e 
and operations officers to capitalize on 
the detailed press reporting of a!lied 
troop movements, down to company 
size (as at Hue) , fortifications, losses, 
and morale ." He notes : "It was sug­
gested by some U.S. Army officers that 

perhaps, in Hanoi, the U.S. media lacked 
credibility." 

The fallacies and distortions about the 
Tet offensive which are documented in 
Big Story are far too numerous for us to 
outline here, but several basic errors can 
be mentioned which are of particular 
importance for an understanding of how 
the American public came to be deceived 
about the campaign's significance. 

Two ,of the standard press fallacies 
which appeared during the early days of 
the offensive were that the U.S. com­
mand had been caught napping and that. 
the Communists had achieved a "psy­
chological," if not a military, victory by 
demonstrating that, contrary to the many 
optimistic "assurances" given by U.S. 
spokesmen in the past, they could attack 
any city or hamlet in the country at 
will. Despite a great deal of evidence to 
the contrary , this interpretation of events 
persisted long after the offensive had 
ended. 

In an address to the Detroit Economic 
Club delivered on December 18, Gen . 
Earle A. Wheeler, chairman of the Joint 
Chiefs of Staff, stressed the gains which 
had been made in Vietnam but warned 
that "it is entirely possible that there may 
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be a communist thrust similar to the 
desperate effort of the Germans in the 
Battle of the Bulge in World War II. " 
Wheeler's warning was in sharp contrast 
to prior optimistic statements by Ad­
ministration spokesmen, but it received 
little attention in the media and, appar­
ently, was not remembered by newsmen 
when the offensive occurred about six 
weeks later. 

Two days after General Wheeler's 
speech in Detroit, General Westmoreland 
sent a message to President Johnson in 
which he reported indications that, owing 
to the deterioration in their position 
during the previous six months and their 
perception of a continuing adverse trend, 
the communists had decided to abandon 
a protracted war of attrition and under­
take "an intensified countrywide effort, 
perhaps a maximum effort, over a 
relatively short period." Captured enemy 
documents indicated that instead of being 
urged to conserve their forces for a pro­
tracted struggle as they had been in the 
past, enemy troops were now being 
exhorted to make "a maximum effort on 
all fronts (political and military) in order 
to achieve victory in a short period of 
time. ' ' 

President Johnson, apparently wishing 
to accentuate the positive in a pre­
election year, did not publicize West­
moreland's ominous message . Nor did he 
or other Administration spokesmen 
repeat General Wheeler's public warning 
in Detroit . However, on January 17, 
General Westmoreland did receive wide­
spread media coverage when he warned 
that he anticipated "a resurgence of 
enemy initiative just before or after Tet. '' 

In a filmed interview with NBC, broad­
cast on the "Huntley-Brinkley Report" 
on 22 January 1968, Westmoreland re­
peated his warning, stating: "I think 
that (the enemy's) plans concern a major 
effort to win a spectacular battlefield suc­
cess along the eve of Tet, which takes 
place at the end of the mohth.'' Braestrup 
notes that the impact of the General's 
warning was largely muted by the media 
as attention of press and public shifted to 
the crisis over the capture of the Pueblo 
by the North Koreans on January 23 . 

While the U.S. intelligence community 
could not predict the exact date or the 
massive scale of the offensive, they did 
provide U.S . and ARVN forces with ad­
vance warning that heavy assaults were 
imminent. Early in January, intelligence 
sources confirmed a large-scale buildup 
of enemy forces within South Vietnam; 
and, consequently, planned operations 
along the Cambodian frontier were can­
celled so that the troops would be avail­
able for use wherever needed. On 
January 15, U.S. forces in Hue were 
warned to expect an attack. On January 
22, U.S. forces were put on a countrywide 
alert and the halt in the bombing of North 
Vietnam which was planned for the Tet 
holiday was cancelled. 
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General Westmoreland attempted to 
persuade South .Vietnamese officials not 
to order the ceasefire which was tradi­
tionally observed during the week-long 
holiday, but President Nguyen Van 
Thieu , fearing for the morale of his 
troops , was reluctant to do so. He finally 
agreed to limit the truce to 36 hours, with 
the result that when the offensive began 
about half of the ARVN troops were on 
leave from their posts. 

All of these facts could have and, 
inj:leed should have, been perceived by 
American newsmen prior to the offen­
sive; yet there is little indication that such 
considerations were allowed to alter their 
preconceptions or those of their editors 
back home: As far as many, if not most, 
of the media representatives in Vietnam, 
Washington, and New York were con­
cerned, Tet had transformed the "credi­
bility gap" between the press and the 
Johnson Administration into a canyon. 

Commenting upon what he believes to 
be the proper lessons to be derived from 
Tet, Braestrup observes ·that " Tet 
showed that the enemy had scored a 
major surprise-,' ' but its ultimate effect 
was obscure initially, since it neither 
proved nor disproved the conclusions of 
either optimists or pessimists on the 
much debated 1967 "facts," except on 
two points: 

" First, Westmoreland was ' wrong 
in publicly underestimating the en­
emy (in November). Second, the 
media pessimists were wrong to 
write off South Vietnamese ability 
to fight and 'muddle through. ' 
Americans did not know enough 
about Vietnamese, North or South. " 

Braestrup also believes that " the 
President was wrong both to launch the 
rose-colored progress campaign and to 
persist in it without warning the U.S. 
public of what he knew: that possible 
heavy fighting lay ahead, " and that 
Westmoreland' s warning were forgotten 
by the media by the time that Tet broke: 

" Journalists' memories skipped 
back to the General's star role in 
the progress campaign , to his 
promise that 'sucess' was discern­
ible on the horizon." 

Another standard fallacy which was 
found in the reporting of Tet was based 
on the view that while the Communists 
may not have achieved a military victory, 
neither did the United States and its 
allies. Only a few analysts, most notably 
Joseph Alsop of the Washington Post, 
accepted the Administration's position 
that the offensive was an act of despera­
tion which signalled an early end to the 
war. Most commentators viewed the 
attacks as evidence of the superior initia­
tive of enemy forces, compared with that 
of the ARVN, and a clear indication of a 
basic lack of popular support for the 
South Vietnamese government (GVN). 

Joseph Kraft, columnist for the 
Washington Post, for example, observed 
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in an article appearing on February 6 that 
Tet had demonstrated that the "corrupt 
military authorities" of the Saigon 
government could not " enlist the support 
of the local population, " that the urban 
destruction caused by U.S. firepower had 
further alienated South Vietnamese civil­
ians, and that, consequently , U.S. mili­
tary power had failed to produce " useful 
political results" in South Vietnam. He 
concluded that the best course for the 
United States was to try to stabilize the 
military situation and then seek a "nego­
tiated settlement" with the Communists . 

In a special CBS televised report from 
Saigon on February 14, three days after 
the recapture of Hue , the last urban posi­
tion held by the Communists , Walter 
Cronkite viewed the urban destruction 
resulting from the fighting , the massive 
influx of new refugees and other evidence 
of the disruption of the pacification cam' 
paign in rural areas and gravely intoned 
that '' . .. the only rational way out [for 
the United States] ... will be to nego­
tiate, not as victors, but as an honorable 
people. who lived up to their pledge to 
defend democracy , and did the best they 
could." Frank McGee , in a NBC-TV 
special on March 10, declared , "The war, 
as the Administration has defined it, is 
being lost. '· 

Big Story explains that eminent 
newsmen were prone to engage in 
"instant" .unsubstantiated analyses be­
cause "except at Hue and Saigon , there 
were few hard facts available to dispute 
the Administration's early milit11ry 
appraisal of the urban attacks." Since 
they were unable to contradict Ad­
ministration spokesmen directly but 
deemed it their duty to rebut official 
claims : 

'' ... many a newsman and com­
mentator quickly resorted to other 
means: They turned to 'psycho­
analysis' of the South Vietnamese 
-or speculation as to 'who held the 
initiative '-to explain to their 
audiences why, once again, the Ad­
ministration was 'wrong' and 
Hanoi had scored a meaningful 
success in South Vietnam. At best, 
this was overwrought instant 
analysis; at worst , it was venge­
ful exploitation of a crisis. His­
torically, it proved unfounded .'' 

The ·'psychoanalyses'' of South 
Vietnamese by American journalists re ­
sulted in a variety of themes-which were 
almost uniformly. negative with respect 
to the G VN. Big Story cites the example 
of a report by NBC reporter Douglas 
Kiker . who had been only a few weeks in 
Vietnam before he reported on the 
NBC-TV " Huntley- Brinkley Report" of 
February 22 the "psychological reaction" 
of the South Vietnamese to the offensive 
was to cause them to retreat even furthu r 
from the war, since "They're people 
caught in the middle. They find it hard, 
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almost impossible , to commit themselves 
to anything anymore. Tfaeir big concern 
now is survival. " 

U.S. Ambassador Ellsworth Bunker 
entered into the "psychological" debate 
by observing that the communist viola ­
tion of the sacred national holiday was 
deeply resented by the Vietnamese 
population and thus had hurt the Viet­
cong politically. But this was quickly 
challenged by the former Newsweek 
bureau chief in Saigon, Everett Martin . 
Writing in Newsweek. February 12, from 
the vantage point of New York, Martin 
discounted the Ambassador's remarks as 
being "' extremely wishful " and offered 
his pe rsona l view that "things just don 't 
work that way in South Vietnam.'' 

Braestrup notes that Newsweek "per­
sisted in the psychological-impact theme 
(of the offensive) longer than anyone 
else." In its February 19 edition, for 
example, the popular news magazine in­
formed its readers that '' ... The number 
of South Vietnamese who were unwilling 
to oppose the Vietcong had almost cer­
tainly increased as a result of the events 
of the past two weeks ." But , as we have 
noted , events were to prove just the oppo­
site, as the offensive goaded the GVN 
into national mobilization. Braestrup con­
cludes that Newsweek 's "writers in New 
York , like journalists elsewhere, were 
seeking and offering instant explanation 
and measurement of disaster-telling the 
reader more than the writers themselves 
knew, or could know.'' 

One of the more widespread bits of 
conventional wisdom about Tet was that 
the Vietcong could not have moved such 
large numbers of troops through the 
countrys ide and into staging areas in or 
near the cities if the South Vietnamese 
populace had not generally acq uiesced in 
their cause. Several reporters made this 
point early in the offensive and it was 
swiftly seized upon by the crit ics of 
Johnson's war policy. 

Braestrup offers a penetrating , highly 
professiona l comment with respect to 
such speculation, noting that it reflected 
·· a re moteness from rural Vietnam and a 
lack of familiarity with Vietcong tactics , 
common to most Americans." In support 
of his analysis, he declares , first, in the 
swamps, woods, and canals around 
Saigon , "Vietcong troops, moving swiftly 
from jungle base camps in small groups 
by night, could by-pass scattered militia 
outposts and hamlets to concentrate for 
attack on the city's edge." Second, the 
Vie tcong normally did not move in large 
groups in the lowlands . Third , Vietcong 
agen ts and sapper teams stayed out of 
sight in "safe houses." Finally, allied 
in telligence services. like the FBI , "did 
not rely for information on the average 
citizen . but on their own agents and in­
formers, as well as on interception of 
Vietcong radio messages. in terrogation of 
deserters and prisoners . and captured 
documents. Braestrup concludes: 
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"The Vietcong did not need popu­
lar acquiescence in order to pene­
trate the cities, nor did the allies 
depend on the populace for ad­
vance notice. Tet was not a referen­
dum on Thieu 's popularity ." 

Once the antiwarriors in the States had 
convinced themselves that the events of 
Tet 1968 were proof of the lack of popular 
support for the GVN , it was not difficult 
for them to determine why such support 
was lacking: clearly, the Thieu -Ky regime 
was "corrupt," " repress ive, " " ineffi ­
cient," and consequently, was unworthy 
of further U.S. assistance. As Braestrup 
notes, "the Saigon regime , faceless to 
most Americans, offered a convenient 
scapegoat for the Tet surprise- and the 
war's frustrations. " 

One of the most publicized proponents 
of the "corruption " theme was Senator 
Edward Kennedy , who , as chairman of a 
Senate subcommittee on refugees , was 
ab le to gain headlines by making vague , 
unsubstantiated charges of scandal in 
the administration of the U.S . war victim 
assistance programs in Vietnam. 
Kennedy 's views were given by NBC 
anchorman Chet Huntley on the February 
2 NBC radio program " Emphasis " after 
the Senator's return from a two-week 
visit to Vietnam prior to Tet. Huntley de­
clared that Kennedy ''found that the 
graft and thievery and favorit ism go on 
unabated'' and that 

"American supplies are stolen off 
the docks of Saigon 
South Vietnamese landlords live it 
up in Saigon and collect their 
exhorbitant rents from the peas­
ants in the countryside . 
South Vietnamese military officers 
are running bars and bordellos in 
the capital.'' 

Huntley repeated Kennedy's conclusion 
that the affluence of the elected and 
appoin ted officials of the new South Viet­
namese government were incentives to 
keep the war going as long as possible. 

Anyone who has had the opportunity to 
live and work for extended periods in 
South Vietnam and other developing 
countries is quite likely to concur with 
Braestrup 's personal appraisal of the 
''corruption · ' issue : 

"Corruption-shakedowns, profit­
eering , or bribes involving 
officials-permeated much of the 
(GVN) Administ~·ation and its low­
paid officialdom, es pecially under 
the inflationary impact of U.S. 
spending in Saigon. . . . In this , 
war-time Saigon was not unique , 
however; easy comparisons are 
Naples in World War II or Seoul 
in 1950-53. In any case, as far as 
thi s reporter is concerned , having 
already experienced the hand-me­
down French admini strative pro­
cess in Laos and North Africa, I 
fo u11d Vietnam remarkab ly efficient 
by compari son, with underpaid 
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local functionaries less prone to 
overt bribe-taking than those of 
Thailand or India." 

With respect to the " repressive" 
nature of the GVN, Braestrup also points 
out that " by U.S. peacetime standards, 
the government was intolerant if erratic" 
but " by Southeast As ian (or Third World) 
standards, or by wartime standards 
anywhere, the Saigon press was re ­
markably free to criticize' or report the 
crit icisms of the regime's noncommunist 
foes during the 1967 election period; 
Braestrup concludes that 

. During 1967, newsmen 
had no problem locating and 
interviewing the government 's 
noncommunist critics, most of 
whom were largely left unmolest­
ed , possibly because of U.S. Em­
bassy pressure or possibly because 
most of them represented li ttle 
more than themselves." 

Braestrup 's personal experience as a 
reporter in Vietnam led him to conclude 
that "the overwhelming journalistic fact 
about South Vietnamese performance at 
Tet was that it was rarely reported first­
hand ." Thi s was particul arly true of · 
media coverage of the South Vietnamese 
military . American reporters " usually 
got their impressions about ARVN from 
U.S . mission officials, Vietnamese 
reporters, or U. S. advisors at base camps 
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or province headquarters, and rarely ob­
served ARVN troops on combat opera­
tions." Unlike their predecessors in 
1962-64 " newsmen skimped on fi rsthand 
reporting of ARVN and Regional and 
Popular Forces militia. " This omission 
was due to the difficult ies res ulting from 
the language barrier , the Vietnamese 
military's reticence in dealing with the 
press, the visibility and accessib ility of 
U.S . forces in Vietnam by 196 7, and 
especially, the ethnocentricity of U.S. 
newsmen and officials : 

" The accepted thinking in 1966-67 
was that the American troops 
were doing the important fighting, 
with the South Vietnamese (by 
design) relegated to territorial 
defense. It was seldom noted that 
the annual total of South Viet­
namese battle dead exceeded the 
annual U.S . total by a sub ­
stantial margin every year of 
the war. " 

There should be little wonder then that 
the image of ARVN dreamed up by 
anti-war pundits in the States went 
almost completely unchallenged by news­
men in Vietnam. But, as Braestru p's 
appraisal indicates, ARVN performed 
quite credibly during the offensive . "At 
Tet, the ARVN and South Vietnamese 
militia were deployed in pacification 
areas and in around the towns and 
cities-Hanoi's chief targets- while 
more mobile U.S . forces were largely 
oriented toward enemy main force units 
in the woods, hills , and on the borders." 
Although few U.S. installations outside 
the Saigon-Bien Hoa area were targets of 
enemy ground attacks at Tet, ARVN com­
pounds and headquarters were badly hit, 
and AR VN suffered the " lion's share" of 
allied losses in Saigon and Hue. Although 
South Korean, Australian or U.S. re lief 
forces saved the day in at least a dozen 
places, "with their U.S. advisors , the 
undermanned ARVN and the local militia 
did the ground fig hting alone in most of 
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the rest of the 36 (of 44) province capitals, 
and 64 (of 242) district capitals, and SO 
hamlets initially assaulted at Tet. The 
South Vietnamese units ' performance 
varied widely under the shock, but, 
overall, their stout resistance was an 
essential factor in · Hanoi's military 
failure." 

While the South Vietnamese were 
generally portrayed as unworthy allies, 
the media showed a pronounced tendency 
to idealize the Vietcong and the North 
Vietnamese. Braestrup observes that 
most media descriptions of the foe, even 
well into March 1968, emphasized the 
enemy's planning, tactics, execution, 
zeal, and weaponry as flawless . Such 
reporting was particularly prevalent on 
TV, drawn as a contrast to the South 
Vietnamese: "In short, even as they 
described the flaws and problems of the 
allies, the newsmen in Saigon and 
Washington by and large failed to 
examine the North Vietnamese and Viet­
cong with the same critical eye .'' 

Braestrup believes that some of this 
exaggeration was caused by American 
expressions of respect toward their foes 
and frustration with their allies as well as 
by a subjective reaction to the Tet sur­
prise, "and to the greater degree of 
personal risk involved in reporting 
combat operations thereafter." Finally, 
he believes that there was a desire to say 
' ·1 told you so" to the Administra­
tion, ''after months of broad official 
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assertions that the enemy's morale was 
slipping, his plans had been thwarted, 
and Hanoi was 'no longer winning.' ' ' 

Commenting on the enemy's perform­
ance during the offensive , Braestrup 
points out that the North Vietnamese 
Commander-in-Chief, General Vo 
Nyugen Giap , made several major 
blunders which cost him dearly. His 
subordinates' battlefield performance 
was often " muddled," although damage 
caused by his Soviet and Chinese~ 
supplied weaponry was spectacular , it 
was nowhere decisive , and his troops 
often retreated when faced with deter­
mined resistance. He concludes: 

"It can now be argued that Giap 
himself, after gaining a rare 
degree of tactical surprise, failed 
to exploit it, committing just 
enough troops (an estimated 
84,000) to make good targets for 
allied firepower-and far more 
than enough to make headlines­
but not enough in any one place at 
any time to score decisively on 
the ground.'' 

Braestrup notes that because the U.S. 
and ARVN forces had far more firepower 
than the enemy, they were blamed ''over­
whelmingly" by newsmen for civilian 
deaths which occurred during the offen-

. sive. While the U.S . Embassy estimated 
that during the first three months of 1968, 
the Vietcong had deliberately murdered 
or kidnapped 12,000 civilians, newsmen 
tended to regard such official announce­
ments with great skepticism. 

Perhaps nothing better illustrates the 
peculiar mentality of most of the news­
men in Vietnam than their coverage-or 
rather, their lack of coverage-of the 
atrocities committed by the Vietcong 
while they controlled the city of Hue . 
Even before February 24, when the city 
had been completely retaken , there were 
persistent reports that the Vietcong had 
engaged in the selected execution of 
hundreds of civilians; yet, according to 
Braestrup , out of the entire press corps , 
only one newsman, Stewart Harris, a 
British correspondent for the London 
Times , ever bothered to make an on-the­
scene investigation . Harris confirmed 
that hundreds qf "little people, . . . 
village and hamlet chiefs , ... teachers 
and policemen" had been murdered and 
buried in mass graves. 

A noted USIA specialist on the Viet­
namese communist movements , Douglas 
Pike, investigated the situation in Hue 
and concluded that most of the killings 
occurred when the Vietcong realized they 
could no longer hold the city and there­
fore liquidated those who could identify 
local Vietcong who had " surfaced" 
during the occupation . 

Not only were the atrocity reports 
largely ignored by the media, but they 
were challenged by several anti-war 
protestors , including Senator George 
McGovern who labeled them " hysterical 

misinterpretation. " (Note : By mid-1970, 
2,810 bodies had been found in dozens of 
graves around the city and a total of 
1, 946 persons were still unaccounted for .) 

The Hue massacres got little play by 
the media because editors and com­
mentators apparently wished to avoid 
"atrocity propaganda." They were soon 
to overcome this aversion with a veng­
eance when the news broke about what a 
platoon of U.S. infantrymen under the 
command of one Lt. William Calley had 
done in a little hamlet in Quang Ngai 
Province called My Lai. 

The events which received the most 
media attention during the Tet period 
were clearly those of the siege of the U.S. 
Marine Combat base at Khe Sanh in the 
northwest corner of the country close to 
the Laotian frontier. Braestrup believes 
that "whatever its military or political 
significance, Khe Sanh filled a journal­
istic need. " It had inherent dramatic 
value: isolated Marines, surrounded and 
bombarded by North Vietnamese troops, 
among whom General Giap was reported 
to have taken " personal command," 
served as actors in an ominous prelude 
to the attack upon South Vietnamese 
cities. 

Armchair strategists among the press 
corps were quick to criticize U.S. strategy 
at the base as a classic example of a futile 
"static defense" posture and com­
mentators , such as Walter Cronkite of 
CBS , presented Khe Sanh under siege 
as a "microcosm" of U.S. involvement 
in the whole war. 

A more sophisticated , but equally 
erroneous analysis was offered by 
the editors of Life and Newsweek, who 
divined that the siege was launched by 
the "wily" Giap in order to divert or 
immobilize major U.S. and ARVN 
forces away from the urban areas which 
were his real objectives. Braestrup notes 
that ample evidence was available to 
refute the " diversion " theory, but that it 
was ignored: 

''A little more study of the situation 
by newsmen might have precluded 
undue stress on the ' " diversion' ,,. 
thesis . If Hanoi had, in. fact, simp­
ly intended a cheap diversion of 
U.S. forces from urban areas , 
it did not turn out that way . 
As of January 25, the NVA 's 
two divisions (18 battalions) in the 
Khe Sanh area equaled about 20 
percent of NVA main-force bat­
talion strength in South Vietnam 
and about 40 percent of NV A 
strength in I Corps. West­
moreland 's four battalions at Khe 
Sanh were equivalent to 10 percent 
of his I Corps "'maneuver battal­
ion ' ' ' strength and 5 percent of 
his 97 battalions in all Vietnam . 
These crude data were available at 
Tet to newsmen in Washington 
and Saigon , and no doubt to 
Hanoi. '' 
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While it was never spelled out to the 
press at the time, in addition to the 
obvious purpose of blocking the move­
ment of enemy troops from Laos, the 
" static defense" of Khe Sanh was com­
pletely in accord with the basic U.S. 
strategy of attrition: Khe Sanh was 
serving as bait to lure enemy forces .into 
large concentrations which could be 
decimated by U.S. airpower. As Brae­
strup notes: "In terms of the Vietnam 
War's military pattern, the siege was 
an aberration, giving MACVA rare op­
portunity to focus its B-52 bombers for a 
sustained period on a small area.' ' As a 
result of the siege, which lasted from 
January 21 until the enemy withdrew on 
April 7, the communists suffered an 
estimated 15,000 to 20,000 casualties. 

Though the media focused most of 
their attention on U.S. forces, their 
coverage was, with few exceptions , ex­
tremely superficial. Braestrup notes that 
''by and large neither the newsmen nor 
their editors thought it important to 
examine the U.S. Army 's leadership 
tactics or organization performance in 
Vietnam in any detail after three years of 
war. The interest was in action and 
drama, not military concepts or sys­
tems ." 

In his overall assessment of the media 
coverage of the offensive, Braestrup con­
cludes that 

'' ... the performance by the major 
television and print news organiza­
tions during February and March 
1968 constitutes an extreme case. 
Rarely has contemporary crisis 
journalism turned out, in retro­
spect, to have veered so widely 
from reality. Essentially, the domi­
nant themes of the words and films 
from Vietnam (rebroadcast in com­
mentary, editorials, and much 
political rhetoric at home) added 
up to a portrait of defeat for the 
allies .. . " 

Was the Tet offensive a brilliant shift of 
strategy which revealed the hollow pre­
tensions of Johnson's war policies as 
Administration critics contended? Or was 
it an act of desperation by the Commun­
ists owing to the success of those policies 
as Administration supporters main­
tained? It should have been clear even 
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while the offensive was underway that, 
despite their scale , the attacks , by 
themselves, neither proved nor disproved 
the correctness of U.S. policy or military 
strategy in South Vietnam: In any war, 
one side or the other can attack a given 
target or even a series of targets "at will" 
-if it is willing to pay the price of such a 
venture. As we have noted , the military 
cost of the Tet offensive paid by the 
communists-particularly the Vietcong­
was very high indeed. 

Was it worth it to the communists? To 
answer this, one must assess not only the 
military gains and losses in South Viet­
nam, but also the impact of the offensive 
on public opinion in the United States. 

One of the last chapters in Big Story is 
devoted to a discussion by Burns W . 
Roper, head of the Roper polling organi­
zation , of the impact ofTet on U.S. public 
opinion. In his analysis, Roper found that 
the ' 'very lowest· · public opinion rating 
which President Johnson received during 
a " three-year trend measurement " 
(1965-67) occurred in March 1968, "when 
1:he full impact of the media coverage of 
the Tet offensive had developed. " There 
can be little doubt that this was one of the 
major factors which caused the President 
to decline renomination by his party and 
withdraw from public life. 

The reporting of the offensive clearly 
had undermined public support for 
Johnson's war policy , was one of the 
major factors which caused the President 
to decline renomination by his party and 
withdraw from public life, and perhaps 
more than any other single factor was re­
sponsible for the gradual abandonment of 
the U.S . commitment to 'the people of 
Indochina . One is tempted to speculate 
what the situation in South Vietnam, 
Cambodia and Laos would be today had 
the United States imposed news censor­
ship in Vietnam as it had in all of the 
other wars in which it was engaged in this 
century. 

The disjointed format , sheer bulk , and 
exhorbitant price of Big Story are clear 
indications that it was intended for the 
serious student of the media, not the 
casual reader . It is an indispensable 
source of material for those who wish to 
study the performance of America 's 
major news agencies and key individual 
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Low·Scopc Bc m Bol1 Boru cs - $4. 75 

Ben1 Boh comple te - S9.50 
M 14 Siocks · $12.50 

Ml4 20-rd mags · $4.00 
M 14 Ammo Pouch· $2.00 

Ml4 BayonCl W/Shealh · $12.50 
Ne w Web Sl;ngs for Gara nd, Springf;c ld · SI .65 

Garand CI;ps - 10/$1.00 
New G.I . 10 Pockc< Canr;dge Belts · $8.50 

Ne w U .S. Arm y 45 Auto P is tol Hip Holster - $7.95 
New C J . M7 45 Shoulder Holsie r. $ 14.95 

GVT T ype '15 Shoulder Holsicr - $6 .25 
M 19 11 45 Auio Mags . $4.95 

ARI S 20-rd Mags· $4.00/30-rd Mags $5 .75/ 7 for $35.00 
AR 15 Bayonets W / Shealh. $14. 75 

ARI S Nylon 20-rd Ammo Pouch . $4.50/30-rd 
Pouch · $6.00 

New G.l. ARI S n;pod · $ 12.95/B;pocl Case · $2.25 
Genuine U.S . Macheu e, 18" Long · $6 .95 

G.I . Machene Scabbards W WU Issue O .D. 
Canvas - $3.25 

Late Issue G.I . N ylon/ Plas tic Material 
W /Sieel Top· $6.25 

COMPLETE LISTINGS FOU ND IN OUR CATALOG. 
SEND SI.00 (FREE WITH $5.00 ORDER). ALL ITEMS 
VERY GOOD UN LESS OTH ERWISE ST ATED. PRICES 
P!,US PQSTAGE. ILLINOIS RESIDENTS 5% TAX. 

RUVEL, 5-3 , 3037 N. CLARK CHICAGO, IL 60657 

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••m•9t. 

• 

$5.95 each : 
Please add 7 5 cents for each Item 

for shippin g and hand ling. 
S ize 

M_ 
L_ 

PARAMILITARY MARKET ING & 
WILDER NESS O UTFIT TERS 
P.O . Box 662 
Rosemont, IL 60018 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 
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newsmen and commentators during a 
brief but critical period of a bitterly con­
tested and often grossly misunderstood 
conflict . (Those interested in an excel­
lent, concise book on the offensive itself 
should read Teti : The Story of A Battle 
and Its Historic Aftermath by Don 
Oberdorfer (New York: Doubleday & Co., 
1971), cited throughout Big Story as an 
authoritative reference .) , 

If there is any moral to be found tn the 
pages of Big Story perhaps it is that when 
one is determined to write or talk about 
events occurring in an unfamiliar en­
vironment in a state of rapid flux , it 
makes for far better journalism to give 
the benefit of any doubt to one's fellow 
countrymen and their allies, rather than 
their enemies. 

(Note: Accuracy in Media (AIM), a 
private non-profit educational organ~za­
tion, considers Big Story such an im­
portant contribution to public under­
standing of the media that it is making 
this special offer: If your local college 
library does n5Jt have a copy of Big Story, 
it can obtain one free of charge by merely 
entering a new annual subscription to the 
monthly AIM Report for only $15. A 
limited number of copies are available so 

· advise your librarian now to write to AIM, 
777 14th St., N.W., Washington, DC 
20005, to take advantage of this offer.) 

NAM£~~~~~~~~~­

AD~RE5$~~~~~~~-

CITY~~~~~~~~~­

STATE ZIP 

David Harris served as a program and 
reports officer with the U.S. Agency for 
International Development in South 
Vietnam during 1969-74. He is currently 
preparing a dissertation for a Ph.D. in 
international relations at Syracuse Uni­
versity. 

Mail SJ.00 + .soe (Firsl Class Postage & Handling) 

WPI Dept. SO F· 2 
P.O. Bo x 5644 Augusta, Ga. 30906 

ASTRO & SPOTTING 
1080mml4\t4 ;nl OBJECTIVE 
30 X EYEPIECE FURNISHED 
\/ JO WAVE MIRROR 

$150COMPLETE $95 KIT 

BROWN SCOPES 
558 Miller 
Elgin IL 60120 

------

FLAK 
(continued from page 12) 
ing, and Venter herding African insur­
gents into the interrogation room-things 
must be busy, busy, busy. 

All I really want is issue 8. I enjoy your 
publication and if I don't receive it soon 
I will be forced into some clandestine, 
covert, nocturnal, mercenary operation 
to procure. the precious cargo. 

Sincerely, 
Mark A. Bauer 
9248 Ft. Sumter 
Sappington, MO 63126 

On the way- wait. Eds. 

PANOS CLARIFICATION ••• 
Dear Sirs: 

In September 1977 issue of SOF, and 
after strong pressure from friends and 
associates, I have decided to write you a 
few words about N.E. MacDougald's 
article about Petroguard Ltd. ripoff. 

In this article the name of an Erwin 
Panos appears. I have received two 
letters with complaints about it and I had 
a phone call from the U.S. from people 
that thought that Erwin Panos and myself 
is one person! 

No, I have nothing to do with Erwin 
Panos. I am the managing director of an 
investigations agency in Greece. I have 
worked in Europe, Asia, U.S. , and never 
had a complaint frorri anyone. Besides I 
was conned from Petroguard Ltd. my­
self .. . . 

Yours sincerely, 
Anastasios D. Panos 
4-6 Voltairu St. 
Athens 411, Greece 

M-14, AR-10 COMPARISON ••• 

Dear Sir: 
I read with great interest Terry 

Edwards' article, "Great Expectations: 
AR-10, " and John Michaels' evaluation 
of the AR-10 in the Jan '78 issue of SOF. I 
had the opportunity to fire an accuracy 
test using two AR-lOs in 1967 while I was 
a proof technician at the Frankford 
Arsenal . . .. 

The test was " Accuracy Comparison," 
using two M-14s, two M-14 NM, two 
Mod. 70 Tgt . in .308, and the two AR-lOs. 
The range was 200 yar~s. bench rest, and 
the ammo was an accepted lot of M-80, 
Ball . 

I do not agree with Mr. Edwards' 
opening statement, "The kick is violent." 
To me, the Stoner buffer system reduces 
recoil to just slightly more than the 
M-16 .... 

The only problem I encountered with 
the AR-10 was the small ejection port. It 
was almost impossible to singly load the 
weapon through the ejection port for 
bench rest accuracy testing. 

Convey my thanks to Edwards and 
Michaels for their. effort in bringing the 
story of the AR-10 to those of us who still 
feel that the Stoner is the best assault 
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rifle in the world. Keep up the good work 
with SOF; it 's the best. 

Sincerely, 
Robert B. Lutz 
3108 Sedgwick Lane 
Bowie, MD 20715 

MERC_CENTERFOLD ..• 
Dear Sir, 

For the benefit of your distaff readers , 
how about a ce nte r fo ld? " Me re of the 
month." perhaps? You g uys wouldn ' t 
have to go a ll the way you know . Unlike 
some magazines, 1 would expect SOF to 
display a li ttle class about the whole 
matter. 1 g uarantee that you or John 
Donovan have a lot more going for you r­
selves. in my op1mon. the n say. Burt 
Reynolds. 

On the serious s ide , thanks fo r the 
photo of Ocie McAbee in metallic s il ­
houe tte com petition (Spring 1977 issue). 
1 get so s ick and ti red of wome n portrayed 
as hysterical foo ls whe n it comes to 
handling weapons 1 could throw up . 
No 1 am NOT a women 's libber. 1 a m 
pe rfectly conte nt to le t my husba nd 
defend home . hearth and me . Our on ly 
problem is what to do whe n he's gone. 
We ll. my hubby has taught me a few 
things-including how to s urvive (we 
hope). SOF fills in many information 
gaps for me . Thanks a lot. As a matter of 

fact. I'm working on my old man to buy 
me a Deronics .45 auto for a n ann iversary 
gift. I've been looking for the perfect 
.45 pistol for a long t ime now and I' d 
never found it exce pt in your magazine . 

I am su re many of your subscriber's 
wives. gi rlfriends . s is te rs a nd daughters 
re ad your magazine . Don' t fo rget. we are 
aroun d 50% of the popu lation and a good 
marke t potential. Bes ides . ma ny wives 
ha ndle litt le deta ils like paying fo r 
magazine renewals when the time rolls 
arou nd . 

By the way, is the re any information 
avai lab le on how wome n were u tilized by 
the Vie t Cong? Were wome n used 
exte ns ively? 1 am particularly interested 
in the motivationa l factors for joining the 
V .C. How were they trained a nd for what 
purposes? What were the ir reactions to 
combat a nd POW conditions? How was 
fam ily li fe mainta ined or was it ? Jus t 
curious if anything is known on this 
s ubject. 

Anvway. keep up the good work. you 
sexy devi ls a nd don't forge t we gals a re 
avid fa ns also. 

Just s ig n me a citize n sold ie r' s wife . 
T.P. 
Chicago. ll 

e have 1ust egun /" 
to fight! · 

World War I & II 
POSTERS 

PEARL HARBOR 
BATAAN 
CORAL SEA 
MIOWAY 
GUADALCANAL 
NEW GUINEA 
BISMARCK SEA 
CASABLAN CA 
ALGIERS 
TUNISIA 

U.S. •BRITISH• GERMAN 

FRENCH• ITALIAN 

AND MORE 

Catalogue No. 2 
Available Now! 

Send $2.00 for illustrated catalogue to: 
THE POSTER MASTER 
9 North Passa ic Avenue 

Chatham , New Jersey 07928 

Ttte··w~~lly Pully••! 
100% PURE VIRGIN WOOL Imported from England! 

A rugged. heavy rib kn it, super warm O UTDOOR 
SWEATER . Ideal for Backpacking , Hunting , Boat­
ing, Skiing , & a ll cool weather acti v ities. 
Long used by th e British SAS Commandos and 
Parachute Reg iment as a more serv iceable jacket 
replacement. Match ing cotton/ polyester Twi ll 
shoulder & elbow patches reduce p il ing . snagging. 
and abrasion wear. Crew neck design for added 
comfort. Extra .long body prevents " ride-up". Home 
washable . 
S izes 36 to 46. Women 's S. M , L. Choice of Olive 
Green. B lue-Grey or Royal Navy B lu e . Money back 
guarantee. M.C .. B .A .C .. Checks, M .O .. and C .0 .D. 

Phone orders 404-943-9336 (24 hr. service) ONLY 

BRIGADE QUARTERMASTERS, LTD. S!J,4~5 
ORDER TODAY ! Prompt Delivery. 

P.O. Box 108- L 
PowderSpMngs, Ga. 30073 

PLU S $1.50 POSTAGE 
GA. RES. ADD . TAX. 
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JHGlD 
IS THE I HOTTEST ITEM EVER OFFERED 

BY THE/ BU MPER STI CKER INDUSTRY 

NOW YOU CAN SHOW YOUR PRIDE OF HERITAGE 

WITH ANGLO BROUGHT TO YOU BY -

ENTERPRISES, UNL TD. © 
All Our Products Have Somethmg to Say. 

Bri lliantly il lustrated in non fading red, 
white, & blue. Order yours today by 
sending a check/ money order for $2.25 
plus 35¢ for postage and handling to 
I ENTERPRISES, UNL TD., 
P.O. Box 1075,Goldsboro,N. C. 27530 

VIG I LAN TE MAGAZINE 

1 Year (4 issues) only $8.00 
(U .S., Canada, Mexico) 

A N EW MAG A ZINE O F" PE RSONAL SECURI T Y WITH TH E MOTTO 

- Better t 11ed b y 12 than c.u11ed by ~1 x -

Kennl'th Tur:m , T hf' \\'a:-;hington l'o-.t - ··Tht• fir . .;t 1 . .;:m1•. " "' 

m fr£'rt1 . .;l'd, '·"' dwt"I: {111/ of p m<·tu·ul, .d 1•1•/.,.;pmt•d. lwnf·lutfmJ: 
ar 11dt'."' mi tht• l"l' ll/.(1{1' ,.;u /1• o f pt.•rso1rnl and phy . .;wal ·"'<'Cllrll,\ " 

HngN :-'unun, t'h kago ~un-Tim£':- ·· l /It'll' m 11Um11/ •IWJ!CJ · 

:lllt' Wl lh /l. /•'JJ·/J,V·S(('fJ 111 . .;f n W f /(I//$ for J.!tmgll!J! tht• <!_\'('$, 

l11:a l111J! /Jr<· lmw1 . .; mu/ otl1l'rw1.~c ll'lf)mg out m1y o 111• (00/1.~h 

l't10111:h lo 1111""'·"' 111·01111<1 wl(h you •• 

I.rt·~ makr th<' s trl'ets unsafe for the criminals! 

Send to: VIGILANTE MAGAZINE 
.P.O . BO X 31085 - PHOE N I X, AZ 85046 

I have enclosed $8.00. Send subscription to: 

Add ress ____________ _ 

City ______ State __ Zip __ _ 

- SPECIAL HANDLING -
Airma il add - $5 .00 

Foreign (Air) add - $8.00 
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With Technical Guide in 20 Languages 

INCLUDING: 
• GUNS PRODUCED IN ORDER OF COUNTRY 

NORTH AMERICA 
SOUTH ANO CENTRAL AMERICA 
EUROPE 
SCANDINAVIA 
SOVIET UNION 
MIDDLE EAST 
ASIA ANO AUSTRALIA 

• TECHNICAL GUIDE IN 22 LANGUAGES 
• DATA, HISTORY & PHOTOGRAPHS OF 

OVER 300 WEAPONS 
HARDCOVER 739 PAGES 
$19.95 PLUS 75c P&H 

VOLUME II OF THE WORLD'S 
SUBMACHINE GUNS (1963-
1977) WILL BE AVAILABLE 
AFTER JANUARY 1, 1978 

ORDER YOURS NOW! 
$19.95 PLUS 75c; P&H 

THE WAR BUSINESS 
THE INTERNATIONAL TRADE IN 

ARMAMENTS 
BY GEORGE THAYER 

INCLUDING: 
• FREE ENTERPRISE ARMED 

SAMUEL CUMMINGS OF INTERARMS 
PRIVATE ENTREPRENEURS , ALL! 

• BUREAUCRACY ARMED 
THE PENTAGON DRUMMERS 
THE PROBLEMS OF SUCCESS 
COMPETITIVE GOVERNMENTS 
WHAT EVER HAPPENED TO KRUPP? 
THE COMMUNISTS AS ARMS TRADERS 

• AND MORE ... ... . . 
HARDCOVER 417 PAGES 
$11.00 PLUS 75c P&H 
CATALOG OF FIREARMS BOOKS 

250 TITLES FOR $1 .00 
REFUNDABLE UPON FIRST PURCHASE 

I WOULD LIKE TO ORDER: 
__ COPIES OF THE WORLD 'S SUBMACHINE GUNS 

- VOL. I 
__ COPIES OF THE WORLD'S SUBMACHINE GUNS 

- VOL. II 
__ · COPIES OF THE WAR BUSINESS 
ENCLOSED FIND MY CHECK/M .O. FORS ___ _ 
NAME 

ADDRESS ------------

CITY - -------------• 
STATE ZIP ____ , 
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RETURN TO: K&S ARMS LIBRARY 
801 RANDALL ROAD, EDMOND, OK 73034 

ALLOW 6-8 WEEKS FOR DELIVERY 

Dan Predovich 
Due to the ever-growing interest and 

numbers of shooters participating in 
combat pistol shooting, we are initiating 
a new column. Our COMBAT PISTOL 
CRAFf column will cover evaluations of 
current and new weapons, leather and 
accessories used by combat pistol buffs. 

Davis Custom Holsters 
Gordon Davis, Arcadia, California, 

is one of the most innovative holster 
builders in the United States today. His 
work rivals the master leather engineer, 
Andy Anderson. 

Gordon's latest piece of custom work is 
a .45 Colt auto combat competition/ duty 
rig that departs somewhat from his usual 
welt-in-the-front style. The design re­
minds me of the excellent combat holster 
made by Milt Sparks. The style is a tradi­
tional welt-in-back holster incorporating a 
sight track that positively eliminates wear 
and leather drag on the front sight of 
your weapon. 

The retaining device is a stroke of bril­
liance . A piece of what appears to be 
heavy surgical rubber tubing is com­
pressed by an adjustment screw. This 
compressed thick piece of rubber wedges 
the slide of the .45 auto near the muzzle. 
The result of this device is a snap-fit gun 
to holster relationship that keeps the 
weapon secure ... period . 

I recently (and successfully) used one 
of Gordon's compact new holsters on a 
particularly rigorous running, jumping 
type of combat pistol match. Many' 
competitors sporting their super-nifty 
plastic quick-draw holsters left their 
shiny combat gu ns lying in the dust on 
this course. My Davis rig was just as fast 
and positively secure . 

I'm not impressed with most of the 
holsters on the market today . I've made 
my own leather gear for a number of 
years and I'm picky about good stitching , 
nicely finished edges and compact utility 
of design. The three masters of the craft 
in my personal experience are Andy 
Anderson, Milt Sparks , and Gordon 
Davis, all custom leather craftsmen, who 
build their works of art one at a time. The 
extra cost of these custom rigs brings to 
your door such abstract qualities as a 
rich, deep, hand-rubbed finish, hand­
burnished edges, faultless stitching, 
perfect fit and ingenuity of design. If you 
prefer Chevy to Mercedes. then these are 
not for you. 

For more information on the Davis rig, 
write Davis Custom Holsters, P.O. 
Box 446, Arcadia, California 91006. 

The Browne and Pharr Belt Clip 
I just received a clever little device for 

a field test called the Browne and Pharr 
Belt Clip. I'm not much for gadgets and, 
I must admit, I wasn't too responsive to 
this ite m on first contact. The B and P 
Belt Clip is a piece of spring steel that fits 
under the right grip of a .45 auto. The clip 
portion extends above the grip and for­
ward, parallel to the slide. The integral 
clip slides over the belt when the weapon 
is tucked under the waistband of your 
pants. When you draw the weapon , you 
draw belt clip and all. The extra bulk of a 
holster is eliminated. 

Browne & Pharr Belt Clip 

I got the habit of carrying my .45 Colt 
Commander holsterless while working 
undercover. I still carry it that way, 
tucked in my waistband. I guess I wore a 
place in my hide that fits that gun . I have 
never felt a need for a belt clip device, but 
other officers I have talked to have a 
constant fear that a holsterless gun will 
slip down their pants , creating a some­
what embarrassing situation . This device 
should salve their anxiety. 

The sample I have is nickel plated . I 
would prefer the blue finish which is also 
available . 

This is one of those why-didn 't-1-
think:of-that ite ms . It is available for the 
.45 Colt Auto, .45 Detonics Auto and 
Smith and Wesson Models 39 and 59 for 
about $3.95. The Belt Clip does not 
impair the function of the weapon in any 
way, nor does it interfere with a normal 
two-handed grip. The only fa ult that I 
could find with the B & P Belt Clip were 
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rough edges on the grip plate. A few min­
utes with a fine metal file took care of the 
roughness. 

For more information write Browne 
and Pharr Mfg. , Inc., 1775 Wilwat Dr ., 
Suite I, Norcross, Georgia, 30093, or ask 
your local gun store to order for you, 
if he does not have it in stock. 

The Behlert Pistol Sight 
I just returned from the National Police 

Combat Championships in Jackson, 
Mississippi, where I had the opportunity 
to renew many acquaintances and friend­
ships as well as to spend a good portion 
of my ''mad money" at the dealer tent. 
The dealer tent is an annual part ot the 
National Championships. Merchants , 
manufacturers · and gunsmiths from 
various parts of the nation display their 
wares to g un-poor cops like myself. I had 
the chance to corner Austin Behlert, 
renowned gunsmith from Union, New 
Jersey, at his table. Austin is the inve ntor 
and maker of a rear sight that has been on 
the market for many months. The sight 
replaces, without modification, the stock 
Smith and Wesson adjustable sight on 
that company 's revolvers. 

Austin mentioned that another model 
of his sight will be available to replace 
both Ruger and Dan Wesson adjustable 
revolver sights in about six to eight 
weeks . 

Austin first made a rear sight as an 
experiment for master pistolero Joe 
Benner in 1953 for Benner's .22 High 
Standard match gun. Austin took a Smith 
and Wesson rear sight and modified the 
sight blade to form a flat rear sight sur­
face like the presently manufactured 
Bo Mar sight. · 

The production Behlert rear sight is a 
solidly built chunk of steel. It, too, has the 
large flat rear sight blade like the BoMar. 
The sight adjustments of the Behlert 
sight are twenty clicks per revolution in 
elevation and fourteen clicks per revo­
lution in windage. Few rear-sight assem­
blies have finer adjustment capabilities. 

To install the Beh\ert sight on your 
Smith and Wesson revolver , merely 
unscrew the rear sight re taining screw, 
remove the factory installed assembly 
and replace with the Behlert sight 
system. 

I installed a Behlert rear sight on my 
custom-tuned four-inch barreled S & W 
. .44 Magnum. After a few hundred rounds 
the sight re taining screw sheared off, 
leaving my forty-four sightless. The 
Behlert sight was simply too heavy for the 
small stock sight retaining screw under 
heavy heavy magnum recoil. I had the 
Beh\ert sight remounted with a heavier 
retaining screw and have had no further 
problem. 

For further information , contact your 
local gun shop or write Behlert Custom 
Guns. 725 Lehigh Avenue, Union, New 
Jersey, 07083. 
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WALLET e HOLSTER 
for Hi-Standard Derringer 

Looks Like Regular 
Wallet on Outs ide: 
Packs a 2-Shot 
Punch Inside! 

GOT AN INTEREST IN 

MACHINE GUNS? 

ONLY $13.50 
POSTPAID 

CUSTOM-MADE 

For Other Derringers 
Send Self-Addressed Stamped Envelope to: 

sandal maker 

Then read RAPIDF IRE REVIEW, 
the magazine for the auto and sem i­
auto weapons bu ff. Artic les. ads & 
info on al l types of rapidfire ordnance 
old and new. 6 issues I S10.- Published 
bi-monthly . Subscribe Today! (Sample 
copy - $2.00). Adv. Rate Card Available. 

Dent s . 1334 Wes1wood Blvd Los Angeles. CA 9002~ 

RAPIDFIRE REVIEW 
P.O. Box 779- SOF 

Glendora, Calif . 91740 

~bc_ffl 1ttVOlV R ~HOOT R~ 
RtVOLUrtOH~R'f flf:lf ~IGWT 

Behlert 's revolutionary new patented sight 
replaces exist ing K or N frame sight with 
no alteration to the frame! 
Jf.20 clicks per revolution adjustment in ele­

vation, and 14 clicks windage per turn! 
~Y far the finest adjustable sight on the 

market for S&W handguns! 
*Elevation stud is twice as long as the stan­

dard factory, thus removing the problem of 
popping the stud when adjusting _for long 
range shots! 

-¥A flat rear blade makes for the clearest 
def inition and pickup of· your sight ! 
A must for the serious shooter, in all fields! 

Price $32.00 std. or $35 .00 white outlines 
Please add $1.00 postage, dealer inquiries invited ! 

We pay $5.00 for your old sight if it's in good condition 
IMPORTANTli"ORDER FOR MODEL AND DASH NUMBER 

SUCH AS 19-3, 29-2 etc. 
Send $1.00 for our catalog on custom pistol work 

B~Nl~RT CUS GUH~~ IHC~ 
T~E: CU~TOM CUHSWOP1 

ilU~Tltl f. BE'.WltRT 
7l5 Lt:MICW '1VE:, DE:Pt ~Of 

Ut110t1 li.J . 07063 
(01 55? 3350 
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CROCK STICK does what most other 
sharpening devices do: it hones edged 
weapons. What makes CROCK STICK 
different is that it does it faster. In addi­
tion to saving you time, the angle estab­
lished by the crossed ceramic rods makes 
the device idiot-proof. This reviewer was 
impressed when Louis Graves, Crock 
Stick's developer, sharpened my Bowen 
belt knife in less than a dozen strokes 
after first pulling it with a file. Louis 
Graves is well qualified as a maker of 
survival related · accessories. An ex-Air 
Force major, Graves instructed survival 
and air-sea rescue with the 5th Emergen­
cy Rescue Squadron during World War 
II. In 1942, Lord Louis Mountbatten com­
missioned Yank Levy to design a com­
mando knife. Louis helped develop the· 
design along with J. Russel Case, found­
er of W.R. Case and Sons Cutlery. 
Louis N Graves Co. , Dept. S, Anoka, MN 
55303 

' MARK 11.22 RIMFIRE CONVERTER .•. 
·This · nifty little device can save the 

AR-15/M-16 owner mucho money. 
Allows substitution of .22 long rifle for 
• 223 ammo. Kit #1, for $79.95, is for 
semi-auto; kit #2, for $99.95 is for selec­
tive fire. For further info write: Bingham 
Ltd.; Dept. S, 177?-C, Wilwat Dr., 
Norcross, GA 30093. 
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LIFE TOOL. The single fact that makes 
this new Life-Tool survival product 
uniquely attractive to adventurers is that 
it is a complete survival system - yet it's 
so. compact it fits neatly in your wallet 365 
days a year. Only I/16th - inch thick, this 
rust-resistant, razor-grade stainless steel 
tool can be used to signal help, dress 
game, treat snakebites, strip wire, open 

LOWE ALPINE SYSTEM'S latest cans and bottles, fashion clothing or 
edition of the all-black EXPEDITION shelter, turn screws and serve as a mirror 
PACK is not new. But, its refinements or compass. Designed for action any 
put a smile on Lowe's sales manager, , place, anytime, in any climate or terrain. 
Toni Decker's face. The pack (see SOF, Supplied in vinyl plastic case from Allison 
issue No. 6 for evaluation), already one Forge Corporation, P.O. Box 404, Dept. 
of the simplest and ruggedest on the SOF, Belmont, MA 02187 (617-484-5550). 
market, now boasts an integral Gore-
tex® bivouac sack. Other changes in- IPiiHlllilrlnflilDlf~-,_':J!! 
elude: more and better padding for the 
base of the spine, quitk-release matte 
black plastic buckles that can be used 
with mittens on, loops sewn in the tails 
of all straps for ease of adjustment with 
mittens on. 
Lowe Alpine Systems, P.O. Box 189, 
Dept. S, Lafayette, CO 80026 

TRI-FLON® , a new Teflon® -based 
multi-purpose product, lubricates, 
cleans (bore too), penetrates and pre­
vents rust, according to the manufactur­
er. The only thing it can't be used for is 
brushing your teeth. And they're working 
on that. 

NATO and the U.S. Army is now test­
ing this new elixir and the makers claim 
it exceeds military specs by a factor of 
four! Write for details. 

IMPOSSIBLE ELECTRONICS .•• 
A new night sight offered by Impossible 
Electronics Techniques Inc. shown here 
mounted on an AR-15 has some very 
interesting features. It does away with 
the "blooming" effect that can limit the 
usefulness of other such sighting devices. 
You don't have to worry about allowing 
bright light to enter the front lens. This 
will not cause the usual "trails" and 
"blooms" that block out important 
images. It will instantly self-adjust to 
almost any light level . 

For additional information: send $2.00 to: 
The TRI-FLON Co., 3180 Pullman St., Impossible Electronics, Dept. S, Box 232, 
Dept. S, CostaMesa,CA92626 Wayne, PA 19087. 
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TERRAIN AND 
SITUATION 
(continued from page 20) 

Other features include solid state cir­
cuitry, external antenna and speaker 
jacks , and the total absence of crystals , 
due to frequency synthesis, similar to the 
101 . The cabinet is ruggedly constructed 
of steel with a vinyl coating. 

Mobile installation is accomplishable 
on any vehicle with a 12-Volt negative 
ground system, though in many parts of 
the U.S.A. private citizens are prohibited 
from receiving police communications on 
a mobile receiver. If travelling with the 
210, it might be wise to check about dis­
connecting it in some areas. 

The one feature I don't like about the 
210 as opposed to the 101 is that the 
memory is battery operated and the 
battery needs replacement every year or 
so. This is a minor inconvenience and 
easily controllable by keeping track of 
when the last battery change was made . 
It does wipe out the memory and necessi­
tate reprogramming , but with the digital 
readout display one can simply jot down 
the precise frequency and re-program 
quickly enough. Considering all the other 
features of the Bearcat 210, it 's quite a 
buy at $350. A price like that isn 't at all 
steep when you consider the information 
it can provide can save your life. More 
like a one-time premium on an insurance 
policy. My sample was provided by 
Empire Radio Communications , Inc., 
2752 N. 47th St., Boulder , CO 80301, 
U.S.A . 

* * * * * * * 
Safariland is one of the acknowledged 

leaders in holster making in the United 
States and well deserves its fine reputa­
tion. But in addition to holsters and their 
superlative Kel-Lite line, Safariland is 
now offering one of the most well­
conceived and necessary products in the 
gun field to come along in years. That's 
the Safariland Keyless Gunloc. 

In these days of frequent incidents of 
home invasion , keeping a loaded gun 
easily accessible is a must, but in doing 
so a greater risk of children tampering 
with a firearm and a resultant accident or 
worse is run . My son, Jason , at this 
writing two years, nine months, is pre ­
cocious as hell and the sight of a gun is as 
familiar to him as the sight of an auto­
mobile. Firearms safety is not idle specu­
lation. Now two years younger, my 
daughter Samantha will sooner than I 
know it be at the curious age as well. But 
the trouble with any gunlock has always 
been that it needed a key and unless you 
wore it around your neck it might not be 
available to free the gun for use when 
needed. Other types of keyless gunlocks 
were designed by people with no expo­
sure to children apparently , since they 
are easily removed . The Safariland 
Gunloc is totally different. 
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The Safariland Keyless Gunloc is 
tension adjustable by means of a small 
Allen wrench provided with the lock. 
Working on the principle of spring 
tension, a plastic recess in the side of the 
lock is adj usted to only be operated by 
maximum thumb pressure of the weakest 
authorized user , still far stronger than 
anyone in my boy Jason 's age bracket. 
The button has a pinching effect on small 
fingers and the smaller, weaker hands of 
a child cannot depress the button and re­
lease the gun. Made to retail around six 
dollars and available for DA revolvers , it 
affects useability virtually not at all to 
adult gun handlers in a crisis situation, 
but can save a child from disaster. I 
almost think if I ran a gunshop , I'd kick 
up the price of every revolver I sold just 
so I could throw one of the Safariland 
Keyless Gunlocs in as an accessory every 
time a customer walked out the door. 

Obviously, a loaded gun is never totally 
safe from a child 's tamperings , and no 
lock should be totally relied on . But the 
Safariland offering is the best and most 
sensible approach I've seen and I'm glad 
I own one . For more information or to get 
one, check your local guns hop or write 
Safariland Leather Products , 1941 S. 
Walker Avenue, Monrovia , CA 91016 
USA . 

* * * * * * * 
Television and film violence, especially 

that involving firearms, is getting raked 
over the coals quite a bit these days. It ' s 
being blamed for juvenile crime involving 
robberies or murders and even accidental 
shootings perpetrated by children. Per­
haps there is too much violence on the 
tube , perhaps not , but once again society, 
as with the gun issue , is blaming its ills 
on some inanimate object rather than 
placing the blame where it belongs. If an 
eight or ten-year-old child picks up a 
handgun and uses it to play cops and 
robbers and kills another child , let the 
blame fall where it should. If guns are in 
the home- as they should be-what idiot 
parent will not properly instruct a child as 
soon as it marginally understands the 
language not to touch them? And what 
parent will not keep drumming it home at 
every opportunity, then take appropriate 
safety measures to ensure against the 
child picking up a gun and using it in an 
unauthorized way? For years, society has 
been blaming everything from arson to 
gum disease on someone or something 
else-the "crime is caused by the availa­
bility of handguns " absurdity , for 
example . Perhaps it's time that society 
realized that Harry Truman 's famous 
motto doesn't just apply to decision­
making , but also to crime , social 
maladjustment , lethal carelessness and a 
pile of other unpleasantries-"The buck 
stops here !'' 

Improve 
Your 
Shooting 
Skills 
Join PMA - Learn From Pros! 
Get f'l !ad y I'm a differen t kind of ac­
t ion when you rc~ad POLICE 
MARKSM AN Magazine. the offic ia l 
publication of the Police Marksman As­
sociation . That's because! PMA is 
Amc•rica·s first organization dedicated 
so lc!ly to he lping law officers improve 
the ir sk ills buth for compet iti ve shooting 
and as a train ing supp lement' 
National Champion Combat Winners 
and fin !arms training experts combine 
their talents to tC!<H:h you techniques and 
m1!t hods in every page of POLICE 
MARKSMA N Magazine . It 's a uniq ue 
magazi 111! written by law officers fo r a 
special breed of shoote rs. 

OTHER FULL-FLEDGED 
PMA MEMBER BENEFITS 

• Membership Card-Personalized Ca rd 
ident ifying you us a Full-Fledged PMA 
Member. 

e PMA Emb lem-You'll receive a smart 
emb roidered patch to wcur proudly on 
your cap or jacket. 

e PMA Awards-You become: eligible for 
PMA Nationa l Competitive Shoa le r 
Awards. 

• Postal Matches-You can part icipate in 
Special Postal Matches conducted by 
PMA. 

e Buying Service-To help you find hard to 
locate equipmen t as wel l as discou nt buy­
ing opportunities. 

e Shooter's Info Service-Free material on 
location and dates of matches includ ing 
travel. hotel data. 

"'PMA-A good asset for all officers ~ho are in1eres1ed 
in improvi ng their shoaling skills and 1hc1r chances of sur­
viva 1. ·· 

That's jusl one sample of the hundreds of unsolicited 
comments we gel from already satisfied PMA members. So 
don·1 delay. Fil l in the application below and mail today wilh 
your dues. Start enjoying your PMA bendi ls now! 

POLICE MARKSMAN ASSOCIATION 
200 South Hull Street Montgomery. Alabama 36104 
SOF1 

D Yes! Enroll me as a member of PMA as indicalcd below. 
I f I am not completely satisfied. I will notify you and you 
wi ll refund my dues. 

0 fu ll -fledged Member: 1 yr. - S15-Eligible for all PMA 
Benefit s (open only for recognized law enforcement per­
sonnel.) 

0 Associate Member: I yr.-S!O (THE POLICE MARKS-
MAN Magazine only) Open to inlereslc:d shooters. 

Check one 0 Dues enclosed: ,0 Bi ll me 
Charge my: 
MC# Exp. date _ _ 
BAC # Exp. date __ 
Bank on which account is drawn 

NAME -----------­
Title/Position----------­

Street --------------
City ______ State ___ Zip _ _ 

·---------------~-----------· 
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THE AEROMAG BLOWGUN 

The AEROMAG BLOWGUN is all aluminum, darts 
have machined aluminum air-cones with piano wire 
darts-NO plastic or rubber used on the blowgun 
or darts, only machined parts . Blowgun and six 
dart s-$14.95, additional darts $2.95 per set of six. 
Postpaid in U.S. A. 

NOT A TOY , FOR ADULT USE ONLY 

If you demand the best , the AEROMAG BLOWGUN 
was made for you. Japanese swords & daggers 
wanted, we pay top cash. 

AEROSPACE CONE 
P.O. Box 142, Decatur, Georgia 30031 

WW II MARCHES! 
EACH LP ALBUM CONTAINS OVER A 
DOZEN ORIGINAL GERMAN MARCHES 
AND WAR SONGS. 1933-1945: 
1. "WEHRMACHT" - MARCHES & SONGS 
2. "LUFTWAFFE" - MARCHES & SONGS 
3. "KRIEGSMARINE" - MARCHES & SONGS 
4. "DEUTSCHE MARSCHE" - VOL. I 
5. "DEUTSCHE MARSCHE" - VOL. II 

EACH LP - $6.95 (INCLUDES POSTAGE) 

OAKLEAF RECORDS 
PO BOX 999 • WESTFIELD, NJ 07091 

(EST. 1971 - MEMBER. NJ B B.B.) 
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FULL AUTO 
(continued l'rom page 8) 

when the range is increased past 50 
meters, the shotgun is totally worthless, 
even with rifled slugs , and therefore is 
a distinct liability to the person using it. 
Another problem with the shotgun is 
frequently and vehe mently discussed by 
the logist ics people: how does one carry 
enough ammo? The basic load of 9mm 
parabellum am mo for a SMG is in excess 
of 300 rcls. How much do 300 rcls. of 12-
gauge #1 buckshot weigh? One simply 
cannot carry enough shotgun a mmunition 
to remain effective on the battlefield 
while keeping weight clown within 
tolerable limits. This is no problem with 
aSMG. 

In the defensive role , the SMG is far 
superior to any pistol for use by anyone 
who does not require a battle-rifle to 
accomplish his or her mission . Infantry 
company comma nders, platoon leaders, 
radio-telephone operators, platoon 
sergeants, medics, etc., can carry a 
SMG with minimum problems while 
retaining a truly effective weapon with 
which to defend themselves should the 
occasion arise . I am not debunking the 
pistol as a defensive weapon in any way 
with this statement. The military simply 
does not train the individual in the use of 
the handgun to an adequate degree. If 
all personnel who are issued a pistol 
could shoot like LTC Jeff Cooper, then 
pistols would do! However, this is just not 
the case; therefore, they are not satisfac­
tory . 

The mere/ soldier/ adventurer would do 
well to seriously consider the SMG for his 
own personal use if he has any choice in 
the matter. If he is a leader or any other 
non-rifleman , then the SMG is a superior 
choice for his purposes and will give him 
a far greater chance of staying alive while 
gett ing his miss ion accomplished at the 
same time. 

Legal Ownership of Automatic Weapons 
in the Uniteq States 

Contrary to popular be lief, the individ­
ual can lega lly purchase , own, and shoot 
fully-automatic weapons in the United 
States in most cases. The process of 
obtaining the necessary information , 
paperwork, and endorsements is some­
what involved and therefore tedious but 
not impossible. 

First, it should be noted that there are 
at least two governing authorities over 
private ownersh ip of squirtguns : the 
Federal Government, and the State in 
which the individual resides. In addition , 
county and even city ordinances can 
influence the matter. To avoid confusion , 
one should contact his attorney to re­
search the laws involved to be certain that 
ownership would not constitute a vio­
lation. If you are fortunate enough to 
ha ve a Federally licensed Class 3 dealer 
in your area, he will be the one to contact 
for all of the current information. 

The proper forms for submission to the 
National Firearms Branch, Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco & Firearms, United 
States Treasury Department, Washing­
ton, D.C. , can either be obtained directly 
from your nearest BA TF office, or from 
any Class 3 dealer . You must then obtain 
an endorsement from the chief law­
enforcement officer of the jurisdiction in 
which you reside, part of the BATF form, 
and be photographed and fingerprinted 
by a qualified individual, preferably a 
pol ice officer. 

Finally. all of this must be accompani­
ed by a certified check or money order for 
$200 per Title II item (example-SMG 
w/ silencer is $400.00 in transfer taxes 
alone, $200 for weapon, $200 for silenc­
er). You can then expect to wait six to 
eight weeks for the approval/ disapproval 
from BATF in Washington . If your 
application is disapproved, the reaso ns 
for the disapproval must have legal basis 
and be clearly explained on the applica­
tion. Your $200.00 will also be refunded . 

The laws at the state level regarding 
auto-weapons change profusely and 
should be perused each time an individ­
ual wishes to purchase an additional 
weapon. 

The most current information I have on 
the individual states' positions on private 
ownership of MGs is included as a guide­
line to any interested readers . I have 
stated that the laws do change quietly 
and profusely, and for this reason I 
recommend that any interested readers 
check for revisions or updates in the laws 
that may affect them. 

The ownership of machine guns is an 
expensive and tedious process, but not an 
impossible one. The hedge against 
inflation is excellent, from an investment 
standpoint, and a profit is almost guaran­
teed should you decide to sell your 
weapon at a later date. 

One last note is included here in regard 
to police officers and police departments 
as sources of information on Federal, 
state , and/ or local laws governing 
MGs ... don't. These individuals are 
simply not versed in laws of this type, 
and, as a result, give far too much 
personal opinion or erroneous informa­
tion when questioned by the novice. If 
you want to know the law, have your 
attorney check it out for you, or call the 
nearest BA TF office or Class 3 dealer! 
Any interested readers can contact me 
for recommendations on dealers and/ or 
further information , by sending a self­
addressed, stamped envelope with their 
inquiry. All inquiries will be answered as 
always. 

New Book for Carbine Users 
A new book, titled Guide to Collecting 

the M 1 Carbine, has been published 
by Robert Gibson, one of the country's 
leading authorities on the caliber .30 
carbine. All technical data on the weap­
ons-system is included, along with 
line drawings of all accessories for it, 
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such as grenade launchers, muzzle 
brakes, etc. In addition, the book fea­
tures drawings of all markings on the 
parts found in the many various car­
bines in the world to enable the 
examiner to determine who the manu­
facturer was, the age of the part, and 
possibly how to replace it if necessary 
without detracting from the value of 
the weapon by substituting an inap­
propriate replacement. 

Although I am not a collector of weap­
ons for collecting's sake, Gibson's book 
ls of definite value to the man who has 
a need for information on the carbine. 
Since the M-1, MlAl, M-2, and M-3 
carbines are one of the most prolific 
weapons-systems in the free world 
courtesy the CIA(!), any mere/adven­
turer should at least be up on the latest 
information on them to enhance his own 
potential effectiveness with the weapon 
should he be required to use it someday. 

Interested personnel should contact 
J-B Publications, 1934 23rd Avenue 
Court, Greeley, Colorado 80631. This 
little book is worth having. 

State 

Alabama 
Arizona 
Alaska 
Arkansas 
Calif. 
Colorado 
Conn. 

Delaware 
Wash. D.C. 
Florida 
Georgia 
Hawaii 
Idaho 
Illinois 
Indiana 
Iowa 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 
Maine 
Maryland 
Mass. 
Michigan 
Minnesota 
Miss. 
Missouri 
Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 
New Hamp. 
New Jer. 
New Mex. 
New York 
N. Carol. 
N. Dakota 
Ohio 
Okla. 
Oregon 
Penn. 
Puerto Rico 
Rhode Island 
S. Carolina 
S.Dalcota 

Tennessee 
Texas 
Utah 
Vermont 
Virginia 
Virgin Isles 
Washington 
W. Virginia 
Wisconsin 
Wyoming 

MG PURCHASE/ 
POSSESSION 
REQUIREMENTS 

MGs Permitted *Special Requirements 

Uve Dew at to Porch. or Possess 

yes yes none 
yes yes none 
yes yes none 
yes yes must register with state 
no yes dealefs & permitees only 

yes yes none 
yes yes register with state afte1 

receive weapon 
no yos 
no yes 
no yes dealers can possess 

yes yes none 
no yes 

yes yes none 
no yes 

no* yes dealers cah possess 
no• yes dealers can possess 
no• no dealers can possess 
yes yes none 

yes yes sheriff's permit required 
yes yes none 
yes yes register gun with state 

yes* yes permit required 

yes yes state permit required 
no yes 

yes yes none 
no• yes dealers may possess 
yes yes register with state 
no no 

yes yes none 
yes yes none 
no• yes dealers can possess 
yes yes none 
no yes 

yes* yes . sheriff's permit required 
yes• yes permit required 
yes• yes $S000bond required 
yes yes none 

yes• yes permit required 
no* yes war vets can possess 

no yes* police permit required 
no yes 
no yes 

yes yes state registration aft et 
pur!=:hase 

yes yes none 
yes yes none 
yes yes none 
yes yes none 
yes yes 
no yes permit required 
no yes 

yes* yes permit required 
yes* yes permit required 
yes yes none 

Note: Dewat stands for Deactivated War Trophy. Consists of 
weapon being welded inoperative to U.S. Government stan-
dards. 
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WORK OVERSEAS!! 
Australia • Europe • Japan • The South Pacific • Africa 

Far East • South America • Central America • Middle East 
$800.00 to $4000.00 Per Month • Tax Benefits 

U.S. Government, Private Corporations and Organizations. 

Construction - Engineering - Sales - Transportation - Teaching - Oil Refining -
Medical - Accounting - Manufacturing - Secretarial - Aircraft. etc .. etc. 

If you like travel. excitement and adventure. then overseas employment is for you. To allow 
anyone the opportunity to explore overseas employment we have published a complete set of 
Overseas Employment Guides. Our Overseas Employment Guides contain the following 
information ... 
• List of CURRENT OVERSEAS JOB OPPORTUNITIES with a special section on overseas 

construction projects. executive positions and teaching opportunities. 
• How. Where and Whom to apply for the JOb of your choice OVERSEAS! 
• FIRMS and ORGANIZATIONS employing all types of Personnel in nearly every part of the 

Free World. 
• Firms and organizations engaged in OVERSEAS CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS, MAN­

UFACTURING. MINING. OIL REFINING. SECRETARIAL. AIRCRAFT. ENGINEERING, 
SALES, SERVICES. TEACHING. ETC' 

• COMPANIES and GOVERNMENT AGENCIES employing personnel in nearly every occu-
pation. from the semi-skilled laborer to the College trained professional. 

• How and Where to apply for OVERSEAS GOVERNMENT JOBS! 
• Employment on U.S. Government ships "MERCHANT MARINES"! 
• Directory of U.S. Businesses operating in AUSTRALIA that employ Americans. 
• List of U.S. DEFENSE CONTRACTORS with operations OVERSEAS THAT EMPLOY 

Americans! 
• Information about TEMPORARY and SUMMER JOBS OVERSEAS! 
• You will also be told How to write your resume or application letter! How to plan your job 

hunting compaign! How to conduct yourself in a job interview! Plus many professional tips 
that may mean the difference between landing the job of your choice or missing out. 

MAIL OUR ORDER FORM TODAY!!! 
The Job You Want OVERSEAS May Be Waiting For You Right Now!! 

Overseas Employment Guides 
1727 SCOTT ROAD, SUITE C 
BURBANK, CA 91504 

ORDER FORM 

I am enclosing $10.00 cash, check or money order. Please send me your complete set of 
OVERSEAS EMPLOYMENT GUIDES immediately. 

CITY---------- STATE ________ ----"-IP _____ _ 

Or charge this order on your BankAmericard or Master Charge 

BankAmericard Account No. 

Expiration Date BANijAMERICARD 

G!9·1:uw 
Master Charge Account No. • Expiration Date 

30 DAV MONEY BACK GUARANTEE 

If your are dissatisfied with our Overseas Employment Guides, for any reason, simply return our Guides to us 
within 30 days and your $10.00 will be refunded to you immediately. NO QUESTIONS ASKED. 
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STEELE ON KNIVES 
(continued from page 15) 

the shoulder harness. Occasionally a sol­
dier will improvise or have custom made 
a special shoulder rig for his favorite 
fighting knife. The advantage of the 
shoulder position is that it keeps the knife 
above water when fording canals , it keeps 
the belt clear for other gear, and it pro­
vides a very fast draw. 

A few special purpose shoulder rigs 
have been developed, such as the Seven­
trees "secret agent's sheath." James 
McCourt designed an upside down 
sheath of simulated leather which carries 
a light throwing knife and which clips to 
the shirt or jacket lining. The throwing 
knife is withdrawn, pushed past the hilt 
into a victim and left there. A shoulder rig 
is also marketed by the Ek knife outfit 
in North Miami, Florida. It is question ­
able , however , whether the latter device 

Secrets of 
Modern 

Knife Fighting 
By 

David E. Steele 
David Steele's long awaited book on 
knife fighting leaves no room for 
disappointment. Steele analyzes 
every detail of employing the knife 
in combat, including underwater 
knife fighting, and utilizes step-by­
step "how to" photos. In addition he 
describes, compares and evaluates 
fighting techniques of the middle 
ages and the techniques of Jim 
Bowie, John Styers, and Rex Apple­
gate. Steele also evaluates a wide 
assortment of knives from all over the 
world. 

CHAPTERS INCLUDE: 
•The Fighting Stiletto 

•Sheath Styles & Sharpening Stones 
•Improvised Weapons 

•Knife Fighting Past & Present 
•AND MUCH MORE! 

145 PAGES/215 PHOTOGRAPHS 
HARDCOVER - $15.95 
SOFTCOVER - $ 9.95 

(Colo. Res. Add 3% Sales Tax) 
ABOUT THE AUTHOR 

David Steele holds a master's degree in Police 
Science. He served as rifle and pistol instructor 
for the National Rifle Assoc., and as supervisor 
for the Police Weapons Center Project at the 

. International Assoc. of Chiefs of Police. Steele, 
an accomplished fencer, as written several 
books on small arms . 
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ORDER TODAY 
from 

PHOENIX ASSOCIATES 
P.O. BOX 369 - DEPT. SF 

BOULDER, COLORADO 80301.J 

is worth the five dollars charged , since it 
is simply a leather strap with one buckle 
and two snaps. The person interested in 
obtaining a shoulder rig need only find a 
strip of leather that will circle his shou­
lders when crossed behind his back. In 
other words, he needs only a strip of 
leather in the shape of a figure-eight 
sewn at the ends and at the cross. The 
figure -eight slips over his shoulders with 
the "X" at the back; the sheath can be 
taped, stitched , or velcroed to the leather 
passing over the front of his left shoulder . 
The author has experimented with a 
Puma " Bundeswehr" taped upside down 
to an Ek shoulder rig; the result is an 
extremely fast draw . 

There is no substitute for practice . No 
matter what type of knife is used, unless 
it is carried constantly and practiced with 
often it will not be available when it is 
needed. With enough practice the knife 
will come to your hand as if by magic . To 
be useful as a defensive weapon the knife 
must be drawn as soon as a mortal threat 
is sensed, even before it is consciously 
perceived . 

Length 
Fo lded= 6 %" 
Opened = 12" 
Weight = 1 lb . 

by W.A.K. 

"ATCHISSON FOLDING" 
HUNTER 

A weapon as si lent as a sl ight 
breeze-for that uneasy situation. 
Acclaimed by fighting forces, mer­
cenaries, and men of action. 
Amazing acc uracy through gyro­
like act ion. The kinetic energy pro­
duced wil l pe netrate %" plywood at 
20 yards ! 
This four bladed hunter is easily 
thrown and always sticks -takes 
down easily to fit pocket or pack, 
ope ns instantl y for eme rge ncy use . 
Made of high quality, tough carbon 
stee l, heat treated to Rockwel l 55-
60 Re . with hard black ox ide finish . 

Another quality product by WA.K. 
Distributed WOR LDWIDE by: 

BINGHAM LTD. 
1775·CWILWATDRIVE 
NORCROSS, GA. 30093 

PH: 404/448-1440 

TET-68 
(continued from page 28) 

''Those are the same two that were 
loading the dead VC on the truck the 
other day and were on TV,' ' another re­
porter said. 

"What about it?" I asked. 
"Well," he said , "the VC have put a 

big bounty on your heads : $25,000 after 
the war in Hanoi." 

"Big deal ," I said and forgot about it. 
The Vietnamese general was telling the 

firemen to get back in the alleys and get 
the fire under control. I went with the 
lead firemen , helping them drag the 
heavy hoses. Next came Sky, the general 
behind him, and then the newspapermen. 
CPT. Ritzs was to our right . All of a 
sudden, there was a guy firing a pistol 
right at us. It looked as big as a 175 just 
then . The first round hit the fireman on 
my left in the chest. The second round hit 
me in the right arm, although I didn 't 
know it. The third round hit the fireman 
on my right in the gut. By this time I had 
bounced off the wall to my left. At the 
same time I saw CPT. Ritzs on his knees . 
I thought that the VC had gotten him. 

I charged the VC, firing my M-16. He 
fell at my feet. He was still alive but 
would soon die. I reached down and took 
the pistol from his hand. I can still see 
those eyes, looking at me in hate. Just 
then two AKs and another pistol hit the 
ground in front of me. 

Guys were saying, "Cho Hoy (I give 
up). " 

I almost shot them , but the general 
took me by the shoulder and said to bring 
them to the street. There I went, drag­
ging the one I shot and herding the other 
three ahead of me. In the street I saw 
CPT. Ritzs smiling at me. 

" Let's take a look at that arm," he 
said , and I dropped my rifle. 

I looked down at my right arm and for 
the first time I knew I was a WIA. It was 
bleeding pretty badly and it began to hurt 
a little. Our VN doctor started cleaning it. 

All of a sudden a fellow stuck a mike in 
my face and asked , "What happened?" 

I told him. I found out later that I was 
on TV in the states from coast to coast. 
The cameraman had filmed the whole 
action from beginning to end. 

Later I walked over to take another look 
at the VC I had shot. He was still alive 
and looking at me with those eyes. The 
flies were beginning to get all over him. I 
put a blanket over him and rubbed water 
from my canteen onto his lips . That hard 
stare started to leave his eyes. He wanted 
to talk but was too far gone. I lit a cigar­
ette, took a few puffs , and put it to his 
lips . He could barely puff. We each had 
had a few drags and that hard look had 
left his eyes before he died . 
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REQUIREMENTS 30¢ per word per insertion, includ­
ing name and address-minimum charge $6.00. Copy 
must be accompanied by remittance. Mail to SOL­
DIER OF FORTUNE Classi fied, P.O. Box 693, Boul­
der, CO 80306. Insertion will not be made wi thout 
payment. We reserve the right to delete or change 
any copy which we determine to be objectionable. 
Please type or print all ads. We do not furnish proofs. 
Include name and address in counting number of 
words. Post office, zip code and state, each count as 
words . Abbreviations such as A .P., 20mm, U.S., etc. 
each count as one word. Hyphenated words are 
counted as two words. 

PARACHUTISTS: Certificate of Jumps. 8x10-3 color 
certificate. Send $5, number of jumps and name of 
club / military to: Awards , 3108 Orville , Kansas City, 
KS 66102. Sorry , no checks or MOs. 

GET EVERYTHING YOUR GOVERNMENT HAS TO 
GIVE. Programs promoted with your Tax Dollars 
most of which are free! Guaranteed manual $3.95 
postpaid. Rainier Books-SF3, Box 30753, Seattle, 
WA98103. 

DIRECTIONS, the monthly news letter for the new 
survivalist , news, sources, new products , technical 
data, book reviews , more. 12 issues $4.00 from : 
Live Free Inc., Dept. A, P.O. Box 743, Harvey , IL 
60426. 

FREE, BECOME PART TIME GUN DEALER AT 
HOME! Details, Applicat ion Forms FREE With 
Purchase of Dealers Directory 250 Wholesalers , 
Federal Firearms Laws, $3.00, How to Obtain Con­
cealed Gun Permits , $1.75, Your State Gun Laws, 
$1.50, Machine Gun Licenses , Details, Forms, $2.00, 
How To Make Legal Explosive Bullets , $2.00, 
Reddick, 1925J Abbott , San Diego 92107. 

I WILL FIGHT A NYWHERE: Marine Corps '64-'68, 
2 yrs . 'Nam, infantry/ reconnaissance . Can travel im­
mediately with transportation paid. AJAX, Box 1240, 
625 Post St. , S.F., CA 94109. 

FIRECRACKERS, GUNS & AMMO, BOMBS, EX­
PLOSIVES from common materials. Prove gun con­
trol impossible. Information $2.00. Sanford, Box 
4175F, Colesvil le , MD 20904. 

FOR SALE: BRI TISH cammo A irborne smock, new 
unissued condition. French cammo suit. British 
S.A.S. cammo smock, also other cammo. Photo­
graphs available. Write EMBLETON, 29, Upper 
Gordon Road, CAMBERLEY, SURREY, ENGLAND. 

TYPESETTING- Books, manuscripts , brochures. 
20 years typesetting experience. Jack 's Rubber 
Stamps & Photocomj:>osition, 508 11th , Longmont , 
Colo. 80501. Phone (303) 772-6799. 

TYPESETTING - Books, manuscripts , brochures. 
20 years typesetting experience. Jack 's Rubber 
Stamps & Photocomposition , 508 11th, Longmont, 
Colo. 80501. Phone (303) 772-6799. 

STATE PISTOL LAWS, booklet listing pistol regula­
tions •al l states and Federal gun laws booklet, both 
$3.00. Police catalog $2.00. Schlesinger , 415 East 
52 St. New York , 10022, Department 35. 

SOLDIER , ADVENTURER, MERCENARY, for 20 
dollars obtain a honorary degree as advisor of military 
science; in addition you receive an impressive, 
frameable diploma, a b ibl iography of books, maga­
zines, job information, membership card, etc. Cash or 
money 9rder only. P.O. Box 33, Newark OH 43055. 
U.S.A. 

M ERRY CHRISTM AS. We will be expanding our 
operations in 78. Watch for our ads. Gidley, Box 
6706, Fort Worth, Texas 76115. · 

WORLDWIDE A IRBORNE INSIGNIA CATALOGUE 
photo-illustrated 100's of items $5.00 ppd. FOX 
M ILITARY EQUIPMENT CO. , 16 W. 331 Jackson 
St. , Hinsdale, IL 60521 . 

ADVENTURE- WARS-GUNS. Tough to find 
books, magazines, unit histories, etc. Action-packed, 
illustrated catalog #501, send $1.00 (refunded f irst 
order) to: Paul Hunt, Box 2713, Los Angeles, CA 
90051 . 
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VIETNAM VET: 26, experienced Kung Fu and pho- WANTED: or iginal Vietnam issue jungle hat OD or 
tography. Wants mere employment or unusual camo size XL. Wi ll buy. Ron Zemancik, 300 Lans­
m issions. All offers- considered . Contact-R.A. , downe, Apt. 53, Montreal H3Z-2L4. 
625 Post St. Box 1418, San Francisco , ·CA 94109. CONSERVATIVE POLITICAL S_C_l_E_N_C_E_ S_T_U_D_E_N_T 
ILLUSTRATED CATALOG showing combat clothing AND PHOTOGR'APH[:R. Need round-tr ip tickets or 
and boots , $2.00 postpaid . Four airborne photo leaf- donations f rom Dallas to South Af rica (summer 1978). 
lets $4.60_postpaid. WW 2 SHOP, R.O. #1 , Box 154, If you can help write: tickets , 4905 Lynnacre, Dallas, 
Mi lford , OE 19963c TX 752_1_1. ____ -.,-.,.---------
MEGA VITAM INS-Unexcelled power uti l ized by LOCK PICKING-Books & SUPPLIES-Bugging­
Black Agents, Russians, Super Athletes , Marksmen , Free Phone Calls-much more-former Agent tells 
Bodybui lders-via the new.natural , yet high potency, ALL-send $2.00 to : L.A .N.0.1-S, 625 Posf St. , Box 
mega-v itamins, can be yours. $5.00 for 50 day supply. 1048, San F1f1rfcisco 94109. 
M .0.-VISA-MC. Write for free booklet. Professional MILITARY RESEA RCH REPORTS CATALOG. Cata­
Nutritional Consultants. Kronen International , log on unusulil military reports : SPIW System Re-
3349 Piedmont Road, NE, Atlanta, Georgia 30305. ports; Silent .Sniper System; Lightweight Individual 
Phone (404) 237-5322. . Weapon Systems; Small Arms Weapons Systems; 
ROLEX, WALTHAM, HEUER REPA IRS. Guaran- Noise Suppressors Test for M16A1 ; Convoy Counter­
teed repairs on al l makes of waterproof watches, I FR ambush Weapons; Features and Characteristics of 
t imers, electron ic timepieces, automotive / aviation Miniature SMGs , etc. Send $1.00. Under The Apple 
instruments, firearms , and optical goods. Free bro- Tree, 5115 South Campbell , Chicago, IL 60632. 
chure on request. Kent Craig 's Trade Shop, 61/2 NEW PALADIN CATALOG-Comprehensive list of 
Bashford Road, Raleigh , North Carolina, 27606, U .S. and foreign books: guns, unusual weapons, 
919-851-5017. knife fighting , guerrilla warfare, explosives, demoli­
UNUSUAL BOOK S. Lock picking, si lencers, impro- lion, ordnance, self-defense, techn ical manuals, field 
vised firearms, explosives, bugging , self defense, manuals, fiel d craft , survival. Many unusual , hard-to­
and more ! All clandestine and military subjects' find books. Send $1 .00 for fascinat ing catalog. 
Catalog $1.00, Box 264, Mason Ml 48854. PALADIN PRESS, Box 1307-RE, Boulder, CO 80306. 

ARMY M ANUALS- " Booby Traps" $3.00-" l m- A WARRIOR'S RELIGION-Rather be a wolf than a 
provised Munitions Handbook" $3.00-" lncendi- sheep? Into courage, liberty, individualism , the 
aries" $3.00-" Unconventional warfare Devises" family? For those who 'd rather be Viking raiders than 
$3.00- " Explosives and Oemolitions·· $5.00. All 5 monks, we just might have an answer. Asatru 's the 
books for $14.00. Angriff Press, P.O. Box 2726, relig ion, Odin and Thor two of our deities. We have 
Holl ywood , CA 90028. no master! Asatru Free Assembly , 1766 East Avenue, 

Turlock , CA 95380. 
LA MERCENAIRE! A newsletter written by and for 
meres and men looking for action . Keep on top of AIRBORNE AND AVIATION INSIGNIA, all coun­
trends and hot spots. A must for the pro. Sample tries. Photo-illustrated catalogue $5.00. FOX MILl­
$1.00 or $8.00 per year. 540 Charles St., Aurora, TARY EQUIPMENT CO. , 16 W . 331 JaGkson St., 
IL 60506. H insdale, IL 60521. 

MAD M AD BOOK of FORM ULAS: How to make, 
step by step goodies like K nockout Drops, Explo­
sives, Silencers, Poisons, and many others. A must in 
comRleting your library, limited offer at $9.95, Act 
Now; Second Printing , send today to: Jim Multaler, 
1858 West Arrow Street. Milwaukee, WI p3204. 

MALE, 25. Seeks employment in military f ield . Seven 
years, 101st Airborne. Light weapons specialist. 
Three combat tours Nam. P.O. Box 22, Lemont , IL 
60439. 

SURVIVAL W EAPONS PRIORITY REPORT-Covers 
firearms, calibers , ammo, other weapons. ONLY 
$2.95 pp. BASIC HANDBOOK FOR SURVIVAL­
Covers explosives , firearms, food and water, also 
includes a survival directory. ONLY $5.95 postpaid. 
Rainier Books-HG , Box 30753, Seattle, WA 98103. 

COLT .45 1911A1 full auto conversion literature and 
drawings. This is the same system Colt intended to 
use for a machine pistol on the 1911A1 during WWII , 
$6; A .A .J., 4039 S. Harlem Ave., Apt. 5, Stickney, 
IL 60402. 

" SURVIVAL/MILITAR)'/Gl.l..ERRILLA WARFARE" 
training manuals /books . .. " Survival " f reeze dried 
foods .. . latest catalog 50¢ ... KEN HALE (SOF-50), 
McDonald, OH 44437. 

THOMPSON 1928 Submachine gun repl ica models. 
Full-size, wood and steel construction. Completely 
finished and assembled-$35.00 ppd. Oealers in­
quire: REPRO-PRODUCTS, P.O. Box 71, Prairie 
View, IL60069. 

FORCED INTEGRATION by Theodore Cahn. The 
ethics of anti-d iscrimination policy. A critical exami­
nation of such concepts as equal rights , equal protec­
tion of the laws and equality of opportun ity. $1.25. 
CM Press, Suite 3308, 350 Fifth Ave. , New York, NY 
10001. 

NEED NEW ID? Change name/age wi th full-color 
State ID cards , drivers ' licenses, bir th certificates, 
official ID! Details 25¢. Eden Press, Box 8410-SF, 
Fountain Valley , CA 92708. 

CRIMEFIGHTERS! Police, Oetectives and Investi­
gators ... Special books tell all - How it's done . . . 
Lockpicking-Shoplifting-Oebugging-all three books 
$5.00. Oon-0, Box 548-SO, Seattle, WA 98111 . NOW'S YOUR CHANCE TO GET EVEN W ITH 

ANYONE. Positively infuriating results. We do for 
you anonymously. Catalog and sample $1.00. PJ UNUSUAL BOOKS. Lock picking , silencers, fi re­
ENTERPRISES, P.O .B. 1685SF, Athens, GA 30601. arms, explosives, bugging, self-defense, and more! 
ILLUSTRATED INSTRUCTIONS-Junk · Mortar - ALL clandest ine and mili tary subjects ! catalog 
Ti me Bomb-Electrical Detonator-Pipe Grenade- $1.00. Box 264, Mason, Ml 48854._ 
$2 ea. ; all for $5'. Get parts at hardware stores; The FREE! Police-:-Detectives-Mercenaries- and In­
Carlsbad Company, Box 1673, Carlsbad, CA 92008. _ vestjgators Listing of investigative Schematics­
TEAR GAS: Make your own. 10 different formulas. equipment and Clandestine books .. . QUIMTRON­
$1 .00 plus .25 postage/handling to G.L. Pearson , IX , Box 548-SO, Seattle, WA 98111 . 
Rt. 4, Box 123, Sioux Falls , SO 57101 . SS AND NAZI Ml LIT ARIA. Biggest catalog, includ­
M ILITARY M715 JEEP 11/• ton new motor excellent ing 2 large posters, $1.50 (refundable). KRUPPER, 
condition $2,000. Rare military Landrover only one in Box 177SF, Salina Station, Syracuse, NY 13208. 
U.S. 109 forward control model engine between front THE GIDLEY CATALOG is totally unique. Oealing 
seats 900 x 16 tires 4 wheel drive rustproof body ex- primarily in unusual books, i t offers articles·, classi­
cellent cond ition . Photo and description in book fieds, and special discounts and services to sub­
" T ime Is Short and the Water Rises" Author: Walsh, scr ibers. $2.00 a year U .S. and Canada. Sample 50¢. 
$2,500. John Walsh , P.O. Box 190, Jamaica Plain , THOMAS GIDLEY, P.O. Box 6706, Ft. Worth , TX · 
MA02130, (617)522-7000. _76_1_1_5_. - - ----- --------
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BOOM. Unique new manual of interesting and 
effective ·formulas for fireworks , big booms, little 
booms, and other chemical marvels. $5 ppd. Bro­
chure 25e. Pyrochem , Box 5386, Rockford , IL61125. 

GRENADE LAUNCHER! SILENT! LEGAL! FLASH­
LESS! 100 + yds . range. For information: send 
s.a.s.e., $1 to Orenda, Box 22, Tampa, KS 67483. 

WANTED BY COLLECTOR: Parachutist wings and 
badges from al l countries. All letters answered . 
Harvey V . Oberg, 1480 Woodhill Drive, St. Paul , MN 
55119. 

AIRBORNE/elite books and unit histories our 
specialty. Free list. The Battery Book Shop, P.O. Box 
3107H, Uptown Station, Nashville, TN 37219. 

BRASS KNUCKLES belt buckle. Exact size, shape 
and weight as the real thing . Send $9.95 for 1, $18.00 
for 2 to RODELL CO., 7046 N. 7th St. , Suite 259, 
Phoenix, AZ 85020. 

"PLAN TO SURVIVE, Programs for Individual & 
Group Survival " a new kind of book for the new 
survivalist, sources, references, illustrations. Send 
$4.00 to: Live Free, Dept. A, P.O. Box 743, Harvey, 
IL 60426. 

BE PREPARED (JUST IN CASE) self-defense items 
catalog 50e. Write: J . Bolger, Agt., 14813 09rrance, 
Bridgeton, MO 63044. 

RIGHT-WING NEWSPAPERS: Be totally informed ! 
Send $1.00 cash for list. Box 159, Worth, IL 60482. 

EXP~OSIVES MADE EASILY, cheaply, from farm 
fertilizer. Blast dugouts, culverts, trenches. Instruc­
tions $2.00. QeFost, 925 Bradshaw, Prince Albert, 
Sask., CANADA. S2V 2P3. 

COMMANDO GARROTE. 34" long piano wire with 
steel finger ring ends. Compact. Very effective. Send 
$4.95 to RODELL CO., 7045 N. 7th St., Su ite 259, 
Phoenix, AZ 85020. 

CHINESE AIR FORCE Enameled Cap lnsignia­
$3.00, Deep River Armory, 5700 Star, Houston, TX 
77057. 

NIGERIAN CIVIL WAR BOOTY-Biafra One Pound 
Notes-$1.00 each, Midas Mere, 5700 Star, Houston, 
TX 77057. 

SILENCERS, ROCKETS, MORTARS, AUTOMATIC 
WEAPONS, grenades, bazookas, and armor piercing 
ammo are only a few of the many items you can make 
at home with simple hand tools! THE POOR MAN 'S 
ARMORER is the ONLY magazine of IMPROVISED 
WEAPONRY available today. 12 Monthly Issues only 
$10, $13 1st Class, $15 Foreign; PMA, Box 586, 
Eureka, CA 95501. -

COURIER AND ESCORT SERVICE. General or 
special contract service. Government or private 
parties. Contact : EASTPORT, P.O. Box 3011, Nor­
folk, VA 23514. 

KNIFE FIGHTING Brand new manual on knife 
dueling techniques, tactics , training for self-defense 
PLUS the new sport of "Knije Fencing. " Infor­
mation . Walmac Books, Box 3474-0, Los Angeles, 
CA 90028. 

INGRAM SUBMACHINE GUNS (pistol size) and 
silencers for sale. SASE for details. George Liu, P.O. 
Box 21884, Seattle, WA 98111. 

. VIET NAM: To buy or trade. Viet stamps, envelopes, 
post cards , currency & military patches. Dutch 
Dykhouse, 101 Washington Ave., Maywood, NJ 
07607. 

URGENTLY NEED Soviet 57mm, 85mm HVAP-T 
rounds, 115mm APOS-FS round and other types of 
Hypervelocity projectiles, U.S. or Foreig~. COR, 
Box 586, Sidney NE 69162 USA. 

MILITARIA, War Relics , Edged Weapons, Helmets, 
Bayonets, Military Books, etc . for sale . Send 50e for 
illustrated lists to = GLOBE MILITARIA, Inc. 6752 
5th Ave., Brooklyn NY 11220. 

CANNON AND HOBBY FUSE, 3/32" diameter, 
waterproof. New different, better, 15 feet $1 .00-55 
feet $3.00-95 feet $5.00 postpaid. Other goodies 
Catalog 25<t. Zeller Enterpr ises, Drawer W-2X, 
Wickenburg, Arizona 85358. 

NEW ILLUSTRATED CATALOG showing our combat 
relics, and clothing and combat boot line-$2.00 
postage paid . WAR TWO SHOP, R.D. #1 , Box 154, 
Milford , DE 19963. 

CASH IN on Free government programs promoted 
wi th your Tax Dollars! Instruction manual ; only $3.95 
postpaid. Rainier Books-SF2, Box 30753, Seattle, 
WA98103. 

NEW! BIG .BROTHER GAME-240 pages 8V2x11 " ­
FBI , CIA , OSS, and KGB techniques. Tail ing-sur­
veillance-surreptitious entry-Detective techniques 
-weapons and counter measures-$9.95 postpaid­
Quimtronix, Box 548-SO, Seattle, WA 98111. 
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RUANA, RANDALL MADE KNIVES. Stock 84 Ran­
dall variations. List prices, immediate delivery, lay­
away plan . Catalog $1.00. Doug Kenefick , 19 Leander , 
Danielson , CT 06239. -

TOP QUALITY survival gear, signal kits, backpack­
ing and mountaineering equipment. Competitive 
prices. Peak and Plain Outfitters, P.O. Box 2538, 
Santa Fe, NM 87501 . (505) 982-8948. 

S.W.A.T. Combat Magazine extensions for shotguns. 
Increases shell capacity to 7; 18" ABLS; .8 20" ABLS; 
or 10; 26" ABLS; made for Remington 870, 1100, 
Winchester 1200, Browning auto 5. Instal led easily 
without alterations. Buy direct from factory author­
ized distributor only $18.00 ppd or 7 or 8 shot models, 
$38.00 ppd . Law enforcement agency inquiry invited. 
Police Equipment Sales, 144 Beaconridge, Lemont, 
Bolingbrook, IL 60439. (312) 739-2453. 

SPIKED WRISTBANDS $6.00 each, 2 for $10.00. 
Kung-Fu books; send for list. PARANOID PRODUC­
TIONS, P.O.B-. 1115, YOUNGSTON , OH 44501 . 

WANTED: Class-3 Dealer will purchase reg istered 
MACHINE GUNS, accessories, .50 ammo. Any 
quantity. Registered machine guns for sale-send 
SASE. Dale L. Thomas, P.O. Box 301R, Romeoville, 
n: eo441 . (815) 725-4446. 
U.S. MARINES AIRBORNE or U.S. Navy Para­
chutist T-shirts with gold " recon " jump wings, $4.25. 
Sweatshirts $6.95. Gym shorts $4.25 (Marine onl y). 
High quality. Add $1.00 postage. Bromack Ent , 756 
12th St. #A, Manhattan Beach, CA 90266. 

BOTTLE SILENCER. Extremely effective, cheap, and 
easily made. New, simplified instructions $2.00, 
postpaid . J. L. Harris, Route 5, Box 39, Henderson , 
NC 27536. 

SURVIVE IN ANY HAND-TO-HAND ENCOUNTER! 
Effective unarmed , knife, stick and close-in combat­
ives requires more than mere " techniques! " You 
need combat-proven TACTICAL SKILLS! Exclusive, 
authentic manual, " THE TACTICAL SKILLS OF 
HANO-TO-HAND COMBAT (SELF-DEFENSE)" 
could save your life! No-nonsense, designed for 
COMBAT, not sport! Send $6.00cash or money order 
to : Bradley J . Steiner, 16627 North 25th Street , No. 
14, Phoenix, AZ 85032. 

EXPLOSIVES FORMULAS: Sheet I , 3 Easy to Make 
Explosives, $2.00. Sheet II 3 Military Explosives, 
$2.00. Sheet Ill 10 Different Tear Gas Formulas, 
$2.00. G. L. Pearson, Rt. 4, Box 123, Sioux Falls, 
so 57101. 

Now: Two fantastic books about 
the Oriental weapon - Nunchaku 

"THE NUNCHAKU & 
POLICE TRAINING" 
$3.95, 69 pages, P/ B 
w ith photos and 
many diagrams. An 
indispensable hand­
book for Nunchaku 
training. 
By JAMES PHILLIPS 

"NUNCHAKU II" 
$6.95, 276 pages. 
Deluxe hardbound. 
The most authori­
tative work in 
existance on this 
intrigu ing weapon. 
Chapters include : 
speciman eval uation, 
Chinese underwor ld, 
basic and advanced 
techniq ues, plus 
more. A must for 
any martial arts 
"library. 

NUNCHAKU CATALOGUE $1.00 
POSTAGE ON ORDERS $1.00 

Order from : JIM PHILLIPS 
P. 0. BOX 168 

WILLIAMSTOWN, N. J . 08094 U.S.A . 
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Confirm Your Worst Suspieion,s About 

LIBERAL MED0IA BIAS 
" 

Try Human Events at a SPECIAL RATE-20 Weeks- 86 
If you are a person who has not been deceived by 

the mind-massage that passes for ·'objective" report­
ing in the liberal media. you probabl y share with us 
this understanding : 

liberals are no more capable of objectil'e(1· report­
ing the news than they have been in runn ing America 
for I he past 40 years. 

That being the case. it is important for you to know 
abou t HUMAN EVENTS. the Capitol Hill news­
weekly written by and for conservatives. For ove r 32 
years. HUMAN EVENTS has been fearle ss in con­
fronti ng the issues ignored-or twisted-by the 
media. 

We want to give you a taste of the tone and style 
of HUMAN EVENTS. The best way is s imply to li st 
some of the byl ines from recent issues : 

A WHO'S WHO OF AMERICAN 
CONSERVATIVES 

Holmes Alex ander 
Rep. John Ashbrook 
Rep. Ro bert Bauman 
Prof. Anthony Bouscaren 
Sen.James L. Buckley 
Sen. Harry Byrd 
John C hamberlain 
Rep. Phil Crane 
Ralph de To ledano 
M. Stanton Evans 
Sen. Barry G oldwater 
Jeffrey Hart 
Paul Harvey 
Henry Hazlitt 
Sen. Jesse Helms 
Jenkin Lloyd Jones 
James J . Ki lpa tri ck 
John D. Lo ft on 

Phillip Abbott Luce 
Clark Mollenhoff 
Ke vin P. Phillips 
Prof. Stefan T. Posson v 
Dr. Ma:< Rafferty . 
Leonard E. Read 
Go v. Ro nald Reagan 
Victor Riese l 
Prof. Murray N. Rothbard 
Rep. Jo hn Rou sselot 
Morr ie Ryskind 
Jeffrev St. John 
Prof. H a ns Scnn holz 
Phy lli s Schlan y 
Henrv J . Taylor 
Sen. Strom Thurmond 
Sen. John Tower 

And here are just a few of their headline a rti c les: 

THE TRUTH BEHIND THE ENERGY CRIS IS 
HOW SOVIETS HAVE VIOLATED HELSINK I 

ACCORDS 
THE FOOD STAMP RACKET 
A NEW VOICE FOR FREE ENTERPR IS E 
HYPOCRISY AT THE UNITED NATIONS 
NEW DRIVE FOR ANTI -BUSING 

AMENDMENT 
EVIDENCE CONFIRMS RED CHINA DOPE 

TRAFF IC 
RELIG IOUS PERSECUTION CONTINUES IN 

U.S.S.R. 
REVOL UTIONARIES ' SECRET BOMB 

FACTORIES 
THE STATE OF CONSERVATISM 
GUN CONTROL NOT THE ANSWER 
THE ZEALOTS BEHIND THE AMNESTY 

CAMPAIGN 
UN ION TERRORISM RAGES THROUGH 

NATION 
DEATH PENALTY ISSUE IS STILL ALIVE 
FREE ENTERPRISE CHALLENGES U.S. 

MAILS 
TEDDY KENNEDY 'S DOUBLE STANDARD 
HOW WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 

BACKS TERRORISM 

Thi s li st could go on for pages. HUMAN EVENTS 
corrects the facts and unscrambles the interpretations 
ofTered up by the liberal media. HUMAN EVENTS 
gives you facts and in sights that make people hang on 
your wo rds-in any gatherin g. 

NO OTHER PUBLICATION 
DUPLICATES OUR COVERAGE 

Doze ns of magazines, newspapers and newsletters 
(some costing over S JOO per year) duplicate some of 
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HUMAN EVENTS' coverage. But none of them 
a lone . nor all of them together. duplicate the hard­
hitting behind-the-scenes information that HUMAN 
EVENTS deli vers every week. 

You see, HUMAN EVENTS has been here for 32 
years- r ight in the shadow of our nation 's Capitol. 
We've built top-level sources of confidential informa­
tion . both ins ide and out side of government ... at the 
top of both political partie s . . . in state capital s and 
corpo rate boardroom s. 

Our sources on the White House stafT and in the 
Executive branch enable us often to .. scoop .. the na­
tion 's press. For example we were fir st in reporting on 
certain peril s in th e Strategic Arms Limitations 
(SAL Tl agreements . . and the fir st publication to 
expose the m assive defects in the Nixon Administra­
tion's guaranteed annual income scheme which was 
defeated because of those naws. 

IMPORTANT TIME-SAVING BONUS! 
HUMAN EVENTS digests the most important 

artic les and news storie s from over 200 newspapers 
and magazines. Our editors monitor these periodicals 
and condense the most important inform ation for you. 

Cover-to-cover readi ng time for HUMAN 
EVENTS is only about 30 minutes. but you will be 
kept better informed than some persons who spend 
hundred s of do ll ars a year . and dozens of hours a 
week. wading th ro ugh stack s of book s and periodicals! 

Other regular feature s : ret·iews of the important 
book s ... inten·ie.,·s with headline personalities ... 
roll call 1•01es to show you how you r senators and 
cong ressmen are behaving .. . studies in depth on the 
issues people are talking about. 

CONSERVATIVES FIND HUMAN 
EVENTS INDISPEN$ABLE 

Here is what jus t a few of them say: ' 

.. HUMAN EVENTS carries a commentary on 
the Washington scene and be hind-the-sce ne to be 
fo und nowhere el se . this senator is deepl y 
grateful." 

Sen. James Buckley 

.. I can only think o f how proud my o ld friend 
Frank Hanighen. wou ld be ·if he were alive today 
and able to see the excellence wh ich hi s publica­
tion has achieved ... Sen. Barry Goldwater 

"Your efTo rt s ove r the past 30 years have con · 
tributed to a better-informed public o n critical 
issues and event s. 

""Not a week went by during m y campa ign 
that I didn't make time to read HUMAN 
EVENTS from cove r-to-cover:· 

Gov. Ronald Reagan 

" I have fo und thi s publication to be highly in ­
formative and 'mu st' reading for any co nserva­
tive who wants to stay abreast of the Capitol 
Hill political scene:· Rep. John Ashbrook 

LIBERALS, TOO, READ 
HUMAN EVENTS 

Liberal magazines with editori al budgets much big­
ger than ours. nonetheless pore t~rough HUMAN 
EVENTS every week fo r fac ts which we learn from 
our exclusive sources. Again and again, s tories first 
appearing in HUMAN EVENTS appear a week or 
two later in the mass medi a. Here is what Liberals 
have written about us : 

" HUMAN EVENTS is a relentlessly conserv­
ative journal that sell s fewer than I 00,000 copies 
weekly and is little known outside Washington , 

D.C. But in a city where conservative opinion is 
hard to come by, the tough little tabloid enjoys 
an impact a ll out of proportion to its circula­

tion . · · ·" Newsweek 

"The most innuential of tt\!! (Washington con­
servative) group is the weekly newspaper, HU ­
MAN EVENTS .... The paper, established in 
1944 is . .. well produced and edited ... it looks 
at the political news of the week with a rightward 
myopia, but wit h an emotional restraint not 
found in man y publications that share it s view­
point .... " 

Cabe ll Phillip s in the New York Times 

Take "The Intelligent Conservative's 
Reference Manual" and Save 46% 

- lNTEWGENT 
cONSERVATIVE'S 

. -- REFER.ENCE 
MANUAL 

Let us send you a FREE and 
postpaid copy of The Intelligent 
Conservative's Reference Man­
ual (compiled by the editors of 
HUMAN EVENTS) along with 
your o ne-year subscription to 
HUMAN EVENTS at the regu­
lar subscription rate. (This bar­
gain is yours when you enclose 
your check to save us the cost 
of bi lling.) 

Thi s is one of the most spec tacular values we have 
ever been able to ofTer to new su bscribers : 

52 issues of HUMAN EVENTS at single 
copy newsstand rate . . . . . ... . . .. ... $26.00 

Retail price of The Intelligent Conserva-
ti1·e's Reference Manual. . . . . . . . . . . . . . S 1.95 

T ota l value ...... ...... .... _ .......... S27.95 
You pay only...... . .. ............ , . $15.oo · 
YO U SAVE 46% .. .. .. .. .. .. .... $12.95 

The order fo rm a lso ofTers a special trial rate: 

20 weekly issues for $6-a savings of 40% over 
the s ing le copy. newsstand price . 

Unconditional, Risk-Free Guarantee 
If yo u ever decide to cancel your subscription for 

any reason. we will se nd you an immediate refund for 
the unu sed portion . No questions asked' 
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OUR BEST OFFER 
For New Subscribers Only 

0 Enter my subscription for 52 issues at only Sl5 (a 
savi ngs o r SI I over the single issue newsstand price). 

0 My payment is enclosed. therefore please al so send 
my FREE and postpaid copy of Th e lntelligem 
Co 11ser 11ati1 1e's Reference Manual as described above. 

0 Bill me. 

TRIAL OFFER 
D Enter my subscription for 20 issues at S6 (a savings or 

40% over the single copy newsst and price). Payment 
enc losed. (Th ank you! we·11 add an extra three issues 
for saving us the cos t of billing.) 

0 Bill me late r. 

NAME (Please print ) 

ADDRESS 



WEAR A 
The paratroopers of the U.S. 

Army Airborne are known for their 
dauntless courage and camara­
derie . This ring is an authentic 
casting of the official paratrooper 
wings insignia. To wear it is to par­
ticipate in everything the legend 
signifies : Taking risks . Going 
beyond the limits . Living on the 
edge. Your choice· of solid sterling 
silver or 14 karat solid gold, 
antiqued or with inlaid semi­
precious stones. Order yours now. 

THE U.S. 
PARATROOPER RING 

~-------------------------------------------------------------------
Please rush me my paratrooper ring(s) Enclosed is my check or money order for$ _ ____ _ 

Solid Sterling Sliver 14K Solid Gold Charge to: D Master Charge 0 BankAmericard 0 Visa 
D Plain $29.95 DPlain $129.95 CardNo. ___________ _____ _ 

0 Antiqued $39.95 With inlaid stones: Expiration Date 
(shown above) DTurquoise $149.95 - --------- --- - -

With inla id stones: 0 Lapis $149.95 My Name ________________ .:_ 

D Turquoise $49.95 D Red Coral $149.95 Address 
D Lapis $49.95 - ---..,,.-----------'------
0 Red Coral $49.95 City ________ s tate _ ___ Zip _ __ _ 
Guarantee: lf you're not 
satisfied, return the r ing 
to us within l 0 days for 
full refund. 
Dealer and distributor 
inquir ies welcome. 

La pis Coral 

Add $1 for postage and handling. ln Cali f. add 6% sales tax. 
Send me a color poster (17" x 22") of this picture. $3.50. 
Ring size (if not known use fin ger calibrator below) ___ _ 

S i gnature------~----------

Mail coupon to : 

THE AIRBORNE COMPANY 
8722 Airiane Avenue. Los Angeles. CA 90045 

~ Measure to this line. 

Pat. Pend. © Copyright: The Airborne Company. 1977 SFtO 


	SoF 1978-03-a
	SoF 1978-03-b
	SoF 1978-03-c

